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that there was a good harbour ~t Eimeo~ he had 
• informed them, that he fllOUld viiit that ifland on 

his paffage to Huaheine; and they propofed to 
accompany him, and that their fleet fhould fail 
at the fame time, to reinforce T~wha. Being 
ready to take his departure, he fubmitted to them 
the appointment of the day; and the Wednefday 
following was determined upon; when he was to 
receive on ~oard Otoo, his father, mother, and 
the whole family. Thefe points being agreed on, 
the Captain propofed immediately fetting out for 
Oparre, where all the fleet was to affemble this 
day, and to be reviewed. 

As Captain Cook was getting into his boat, 
news arrived that a treaty had been concluded be
tween Towha and Maheine, and Towha's fleet 
had returned to Attahooroo." From this unex_ 
peCted event, the war canoes, inftead of rendez
vouiing at Oparre, were ordered to their refpective 
difiricts. Captain Cook, however, followed Otoo 
to Oparre, accompanied by Mr. King and Omai. 
Soon after their arrival, a meffenger arrived from 
Eimeo, and related the conditions of the peace, 
or rather truce, it being only for a limited time. 
The terms being difadvantageous to Otaheite, 
Otoo was feverely cenfured, whofe delay, in fend~ 
ing reinforcements, had obliged Towha to fubmit 
to a difgraceful accommodation. It was even 
currently reported, that Towha, refenting the 
treatment he had received, had declared that, 

4 imme-
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immediately after Captain Cook's departure, he 
would join his forces to thofe of Tiaraboo, and 
attack Otoo. This caIled upon the Captain to 
declare, that he was determined to efpoufe the 
intereft of his friend; and that whoever prefumed 
to attack him, ihould experience the weight of 
his difpleafure, when he returned to their if1and. 

This declaration, probably, had the defired 
effeCt, and, if Towha did entertain any fuch hof
tile intention at firft, we heard no more of the 
report. Whappai, the father of Otoo, highly 
difapproved of the peace, and cenfured Towha 
for concluding it. This old man wifely confidered 
that Captain Cook's going with them to Eimeo. 
might have been of lingular fervice to their caufe, 
though he ihould not interfere in the quarrel. 
He therefore concluded, that Otoo had aCted 
prudently in waiting for the Captain; though it 

- prevented his giving that early affiftance to Towha 
which he expeCted. 

While we were debating on this fubjeCt at 
Oparre, a meffcnger arrived from Towha, defiring 
the attendance of Oroo the next day, at the morai 

in Attahooroo, to return thanks to the gods for 
the peace he had concluded. Captain Cook was 
afked to attend; but being much out of order, 
chofe rather to decline it. Defirous, however, of 
knowing what ceremony might be exhibited on fo 
memorable an occafion, he fent Mr. King and 
Omai to obfcrve the particulars, and returned to 

B 2 his 
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his fhip, attended by Otoo's mother, his three 
fifters, and feveral other women. At firft, the 
Captain imagined that this numerous train came 
into his boat in order to get a paffage to Matavai, 
But they affured him, they intended pailing the 
night on board, for the purpofe of curing the 
diforder he complained of; which was a rheu;" 
matic pain, extending from the hip to the foot. 
He accepted the friendly offer, had a bcd pre
pared for them upon the cabin floor, and fub
mitted himfelf to their direCl:ions. He was firft 
deured to lie down amongft them; when all thofe 
who could get near him, began to fqueeze him 
with both hands all over the body, but more par,.. 
ticularly on the parts complained of, till they 
made his bones crack, and his flefh became almoft 
a mummy. In filort, after fuffering this fevere 
difcipline about a quarter of an hour, he was 
happy to get away from them. The operation, 
however, gave him immediate relief, and encou
raged him to a repetition of the fame difcipline, 
pefore he retired to bed; and it was fo effectua~. 
that he found himfelf pretty eafy the whole night 
.after. His female phyucians very obligingly re
peated their prefcription the next morning, before 
they left him, and again in the evening when they 
returned; after which, the cure being perfeCl:ed, 
they. took their leave of the Captain the following 
morning. This is called rOIlleE', amonD' the na
ti ves,· an operation far exceeding that ~f the fleib,~ 

brufh, 
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brufh, or any external friction. It is univerfally: 
practifed amongft thefe ifhnders, and generally 
by women. If, at any time, a perf on appears. 
languid and tired, and fits down by any of them, 
they practife the roma upon his legs; and it al
ways has an excellent effect. 

On Thurfday the 25th of September, Otoo, 
Mr. King, and Omai, returned from Attahooroo; 
and Mr. King gave a narrative of what he had 
feen to the following effect: ".'I.t fun-fet, we 
embarked in a canoe, and left Opaue. About, 
nine o'clock we landed at the extremity of Tet
taha, which joins to Attahooroo. The meeting 
of Oroo and Towha, I expected, would be inte
refting. Oroo and his attendants feated themfelves 
on the beach, near the canoe, in which Towha fat. 
He was then afleep; but being awakened, and 
Otoo's name being mentioned to him, a plantain_ 
tree and dog were immediately laid at Otoo's 
feet; and feveral of Towha's people came and 
converfed with him. After I had been, for fame 
time, feated clofe to Oroo, Towha neither ftirring, 

from his canoe, nor faying any thing to us, I 
repaired to him. He alked me if 'foole was dif ... 
pleafed with him? I anfwered, No; and that he 
was his taio; and that I was ordered to go to At_ 
[ahooroo, to let him know it. Omai then en

tered into a long converfation with this chief; 
but I could not gather any information from him. 
On my returning to O,too, he defired that I fhould;, 

B 3 go 
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go to eat, and then to (Jeep; in confeql'ence or 
which Omai and I left h:m. On queftioning 
Omai on that head, he f.lid, Towha was lame, 
and therefore could not ftir ; but that Otoo and 
he would foon converfe together in private. This 
was probably true; for thofe we left with Otoo 
came to us in a little time; and about ten mi
nutes after, Owo himfelf arrived, when we all 
went to fleep in his canoe. 

The ava was the next morning in great plenty. 
One man drank to fuch excefs that he loft his 
fenfes, and appeared to be convulfed. He was 
held by two men, who bufied themfe1ves in pluck
ing off his hair by the roots. I left this fpdl:acle 
to fee a more affeC1ing one. It was the meeting 
of Towha and his wife, and a young girl, who 
was faid to be his daughter. After the ceremony 
of cutting their heads, and difcharging plenty of 
blood and tears" they waihed, embraced the chief, 
and feemed perfeCtly unconcerned. But the young 
girl's fufferings were not yet concluded. Terri
diri (Oberea's fon) arrived; and fhe, with great 
compofure, repeated thofe ceremonies to him 
which fhe had juft performed on meeting her fa
ther. Towha having brought a war canoe from 
Eimeo, I inquired if he had killed the people 
belonging to her; and was informed, that there 
was not a perfon in her when fhe was captured. 

About ten or eleven o'clock we left Tettaha, 
and landed clofe to the morai of Attahooroo eady 

in 
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in the afternoon. Three c:moes lay hauled upon 
the beach, oppofite the 1IJorai, having three hogs 
in each. We expeCted the folemnity would have 
been perform~d the fame afternoon; but nothing 
was done, as neither Towha nor Potatou had 
joined us. A chief came from Eimeo \,;ith a fmall 
pig, and plantain-tree, which he placed at Oroo's 
feet. They converfed fame time together; and 
the Eimeo chief often repeating the words, H~w
ry, War~y, "falfe," Otoo was probably relating 
to him what he had heard, and the other con
trauiCted it. 

The next day, Towha and Potatou, with feven 
or eight large canoes, arrived, and landed near 
the 1l1orai. Several plantain-trees were brought to 
Otoo, on behalf of different chiefs. Towha re
mained in his canoe. The ceremony was commen
ced by the principal prieft, who brought out the 
maro, wrapped up, and a bundle of a conic {hape. 
Thefe were placed at the head of what I fuppofe to 
be a grave. Then three priell:s fat down, at the 
other end of the grave; having with them a plan
tain-tree, a branch of fame other kind of tree, 
and the !heath of the flower of the cocoa-nut_ 
tree. 

The priefts feparately repeated fentences; and, 
at intervals, two, and fometimes all three, chanted 
a melancholy ditty, very little attended to by the 
natives. This kind of recitative continued ncar 
an hour. Then, after a !horr prayer, the chief 

B 4 prieft 
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prieft uncovered the maro, and Otoo rofe up: and 
wrapped it about him, holding in his hand a 
bOilnet, compo fed of the red feathers of the tropic 
bird, mixed with other blackifh feathers. He 

ftood oppofite the thr~e priefts, who continued 

their prayers for ::tbout ten minutes; when a man 
riling fuddenly from the crowd, faid fomething 
ending with br;",;! and the crowd echoed back 
to him three times Em-ee! The company then re

paired to the oppolite fide of a large pile of ftones, 
where is the king's ;lI1rai; which is not much 

unlIke a brge Sr:lve. Here the fame ceremony 
was again performed, and ended with three cheers. 
The mara \"ZIS now wrapped up, and ornamented 
by the addition of a fmall piece of red feathers. 

The people now proceeded to a large hut, near 
the mr,;-di, where they feated themfelves in folemn 

order. An or::ttion was then made by a man of 
Tiaraboo, "hich ended in about ten minutes. 
He was followed by a man of Attahooroo; Po
tatou fpoke next, and with much more fluency 
and grace than any of them. Tooteo, Oroo's 
orato~ exhibited after him, and then a man from 
Eimeo_ Some other fl:c:c,j-.es were made, but 
not attcnded roo Omai faid, th:::t the fubftance 
{Jf their fpeeches recommer.ded fl·;c:dr:~.;p, and 
not fighting; but as many of thc fpeakers ex
prtfTed themfelves with great ,,"arrnlh, there were, 
perhaps, fame recriminations and protefl:atiol1s of 
their future good inten~ions. In t!"'.e midft ~f 

tc,2!r 
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their harangues, a man of Attahooroo rofe up. 
having a fling faftened to his waift, and a large 
ftone upon his ilioulder. After parading for 
about fifteen minutes in the open fpace, and 
chanting a few iliort fentences, he threw the ftone 
down. This ftone, together with a plantain-tree 
that lay at Otoo's feet, w~rc, at the concluiion of 
the fpeeches, carried to the lIlomi; one of the 
priefts, and Otoo w;th him, faying fomething 
upon the occafion. 

Returning to Oparre, the fea-breeze having fet 
in, we were obliged to land, and had a pleafant 
walk from Tettaha to UF:lrre. A tree, with two 
large bundles of dried leaves fufpended upon it, 
pointed out the bound:lry of the two diftriB:s. 
We were accompanied by the man who had per
formed the ceremony of the Hone and fling. With 
him Otoo's father held a long converfation, and 
appeared extremely angry. He was enraged, as 
I underftood, at the part which Towha had taken 
in the Eimeo bufinefs." 

From what can be judged of this folemnity, as 
related by Mr. King, it had not been only a 

, thankfgiving, as Omai told us, but rather a con.;. 

firmation of the treaty. The grave, mentioned 
by Mr. King, appears to be the very fpot where 
the celebration of the rites began, when the 
human facrifice was offered, at which Captain 
Cook was prefent, and before which the viB:im 

was laid. It is herealfo, that they firft inveft 
their 
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their kings with the marlJ. Omai, who had feen 
the ceremony when Otoo was made king, de
fcribed the whole folemnity, when we were here; 
whLch is nearly the fame as that now defcribed by 
Mr. King; tho,. gh, perhaps, upon a very diffe
rent occafion. The plantain-tree is always the 
firfi thing introduced in all their religious cere
monies, as well as in all their public and private 
debates; and, probably, on many other occafions. 
\Vhile Towha was at Eimeo, he rent one or more 
mefTengers to Otoo ;:very dJ.Y. Every mefTenger. 
at all times, carried a young plantain-tree in his 
hand, ,~hich he laid at the feet of Otoo, before 
he mentioned his errand; then feated himfelf be
fore him, and related the particulars of his mef
rage. When two men are in fuch high difpute 
that blows are expeCted to en[ue, if one filOUld 
lay a plantain-tree before the other, they both be
come cool, and proceed in the argument ·without 
further animolity. It is, indeed, the olive-branch 
of thefe people upon all occafions. 

As our friends knew that we were upon the 
point of failing, they all paid us a vifit. on the 
26th, and brought more hogs with them than we 
w~ted; for, having no fait left to prefave any. 
we had fully fufficiellt for our pre[ent ufe. 

Captain Cook accompanied Otoo, the next day. 
to Oparre; and before he left it, took a furvey 
of the cattle and poultry, which he had configned 
to his friend's care. Every thing was in a pro-

mifing 
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m"G:og Wly; and feemed properly attended to. 
Two of the gee fe, as well as two of the ducks, 
were llwnt ; but t~e pea-hen and turkey-hen 
had neither (;; them begun to lay. He took four 
goats from Oroo, two of which he intended to 
leave at Ulietea; and to referve the other two 
for the ufe of any other iflahd he might touch at 
in his pafTage to the north. 

The following circumfl:ance concerning Otoa 
will fhew, that the people of this ifland are capa
ble of much addrefs and art, to accomplifh their 
purpofes. Amongfl: otlrer things which Captain 
Cook had, at different times, given to this chief. 
was a fpying-glafs. Having been two or three 
days pofTefTed of it, he, perhaps, grew tired of it$ 
novelty, or difcovered that it could not be of any 
ufe to him, he therefore carried it, privately, to 
Captain Clerke; telling him, that, as he had 
{hewn great friendfhip for him, he had got a pre
fent for him, which, he fuppofed, \vould be agree
able. "But, (fays Otoo) 'l'oote mufl: not be in
formed of this, becaufe he wanted it, and I re
fufed to let him have it;" accordingly, he put 
the glafs into Captain Clerke'S hands, afTuring: 
him, at the fame time, that he came honefl:ly by 
it. Captain Clerke, at firfl:, wifhed to be excufe<! 
from accepting it; but Otoo infifl:ed upon it, that 
he fhouId; and left it with him. A few days 
after, he reminded Captain Clerke of the glafs; 
who, though he did not willi to have it, was ye~ 

defirou~ 
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(leii~ous of obliging Otoo; -and thinking, that 'f 
few axes would be more acceptable, produced 
fOUr to give him in exchange. Otoo immediately 
txclaimed; " '1()1)te offered me five for it." "Well 
(tays, Captain Clerke) 'if that be the cafe, you 
:!hall not be a lofer by your friend£hip for me; 
and you iliall have fix axes." He readily ac
cepted them; but again delired, that Captain 
Cook might not be made acquainted with the 
tranfac1ion. For the many valuable things whiclr 
Omai had given away, he received one good thing 
in return. This was a very fine double failing 
canoe, completely equipped. Some time before; 
the CJ?~ain had made up a fuit of Engli£h colours
for him; but he confidered them as too valuable 
tp be u[ed at this time; and, therefore, patched 
Dp a parcel of fbgs and pendants, 'to the number 
of ten or a dozen, which he fpread on different 
parts of his canoe. This, as might be expected, 
drew together a great number of people to look 
at her. Omai's fireamers were a mixture of 
Engli£h, French, Spani£h, and Dutch, being all 
the European colours he had feen. He had com~ 
pletely ftocked himfelf with cloth and cocoa-nut 
oil, which are better, and more plentiful at Ota~ 
heite, than at any of the Society H1ands; info~ 
much, that they are confidered as articles of trade. 
Omai would not have behaved fo inconfiftently, 
as he did in many inftances, h.ld it not been fOf, 

his fifter and brother-in-law, who, together with 
a few 
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a few [deCt acquaintances, engroffed him'to them
felves, in order to flri? him of-·every afticlehe 
·poffeffed. And they would certainly have [uo
ceeded, if Captain Cook had not taken the moft 
ufeful articles of his property into his poffeffiol1;. 
This, however, would nor have favedOmai from 
ruin, if he had permitted thefe relations of his tQ 
have accompanied him to his intended place of 
.fettlement at Huaheine. This, indeed, was their 
intention; but the Captain difappointed their farc.. 
ther views of plunder, by forbidding them to ap
pear in that ifland, while he continued in that 
part of the world; and they knew him too \vell 
not to comply. 

Otoo came on board the 28th of September, 
and informed Captain Cook that he had got a 
canoe, which he defired he would take with him, 
as a prefent from him to the Earee rahie 110 Pre

tane. The Captain was highly pleafd with Otoo 
for this mark of his gratitude. At firit,. the 
Captain fuppofed it to have been a model of one 
of their veffels of war; but it proved to be a fmall 
ivahah, about fixteen feet long. It was double, 

;and probably had been built for the purpofe; 
and was decorated lVith carved ,rork, like their 
canoes in general. It being too large for him to 
take on board, he could only thank him for hi~ 
good intention; but he would have been much 
better pleafed. if his prefent could have been ac ... 
cepted. 

By 
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By calms, and gentle breezes from the weft, 
we were detained here fome days longer than we 
expeCted. All this time, the {hips were cro~ded 
with our friends. and furrounded by canoes; for 
none of them would quit the place, till we de
parted. At length, on the 29th, at three o'clock 
in the afternoon, the wind came at eaft, and we 
weighed anchor. The fhips being under fail, to 
oblige Otoo, and to gratify the curiofity of his 
people, we fired feven guns; after which, all our 
friends, except him, and two or three more, took 
leave of us with fuch lively marks of forrow and 
affection, as fufficiemly teftified how much they 
regretted our departure. Otoo expreiling a defire 
of feeing the fhips fail, we made a ftretch out to 
fea, and then in again immediately; when he alfo 
took his laft farewel, and went afhore in his canoe. 

It was ftriCl:ly enjoined to Captain Cook by 
Otoo, to requeft, in his name, the Earee rahie no 
Pretalle, to fend him, by the next fhip, fome red 
feathers, and the birds which produce them; alfo 
axes; half a dozen mufkets; powder and fhot ~ 
and by no means to forget horfes. 

When thefe people make us a prefent, it is 
cuftomary for them to let us know what they ex
pect in return; and we find it convenient to gra
tify them; by which means our prefents come 
dearer to us than what we get by barter. But, 
being fometimes prdfed by occafional fcarcity. 
we could have recourfe to our friends for a fupply 

as-
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as- a prefent, when we could not get it by any 
other method. Upon the whole, therefore, this 
way of traffic was full as advantageous to us as to 

.. the natives. Captain Cook, in general, paid for 
each feparate article as he received it, except in 
his intercourfe with Oroo. His prefents were fo 
numerous, that no account was kept between him 
and the Captain. Whatever he aiked for, if 
it could be fpared, the Captain never denied 
him, and he always found him moderate in his 
-deman:::s. 

Captain Cook would not have quitted Otaheite 
fo foon as he did, if he could have prevailed upon 
Omai to fix himfeJf there. There was not even a 
probability of our being better fupplied with pro
vifions e1fewhere, than we continued to be here, 
even at the time of our leaving it. Befides, fuch 

. a friendfhip and confidence fubflftcd between us 
and the inhabitants, as could hardly be expeaed 
at any other place; and it was rather extraordi
nary, had never been once interrupted or fuf
pended by any accident, or mifunderftanding; 
nor had there been a theft committed, worthy of 
notice. It is probable, however, that their re
gularity of condua refulted from their fear of in
terrupting a traffic, which might procure them a 
greater ihare of our commodities than they could 
obtain by plunder or pilfering. This point, in
deed, was, in fome degree, fettled at the firft in
tel,"view with their chiefs, after our arrival. For 

ClP-
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Captain Cook declared then to the nati ves, in the 
mofi decifive terms, that he would not fuffer them 
to rob us, as they had formerly done. Omai was 
fingu!arly ufeful in this bufinefs, being infiruaed 
by the Captain to point out to them the happy 
confequences of their honefi condua, and the 
fatal mifchiefs that muil attend a deviation from 
it. But the chiefs have it not always in their 
power to prevent thefts; they are often robbed 
.themfc! ves; and complain of it as the worfi of 
evils. The mofi valuable things that Cotoo re
ceived from Captain Cook, were left in the' Cap
tain's poffeffio!1 till the day before we failed ; Oto~ 
declaring at the fame time, that they were no 
:where fo fafe. From the acquifition of new 
riches, the inducements to pilfering mufi cer
tainly have increafed; and the chiefs are fenfible 
of this, from their being fo extremely defirous of 
having chefts. The few that the Spaniards left 
amongft them are highly prized; and they were 
continually aiking us for fome. Captain Cook 
had one made for Otoo, the dimenfions of which 
were eight feet in length, five in breadth, and 
about three in depth. Locks and bolts are not 
confidered as a fufficient fecurity; but it mufi be 
large enough for two people to fleep upon, and 
confequently guard it in the night. 

It may appear extraordinary, that we could 
never get any difiina account of the time when 
the Spaniards arrived, the time they flayed, ~ 

when 
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when they departed. The more we made inquiry 
into this matter, the more we were convinced of • 
the incapability of moft of thefe people to remem
ber, calculate, or note the time, when paft events 
happened; efpecially if for a longer period than 
eighteen or twenty months. It however appeared, 
by the infcription upon the crofs, and by the in
formation of the moft intelligent of the natives, 
that two fhips came to Oheitepeha in 1774, not 
long after Captain Cook left Matavai, which was 
in May the fame year. The live ftock they left 
here, confified of one bull, fome goats, hogs, 
and dogs, and the male of another animal; which 
we were afterwards informed was a ram, and was 
.t this time at Bolabola. 

The hogs are large; have already much im
proved the breed originally found by us upon the 
Wand; and, on our late arrival, were very nume
rous. Goats are alfo in plenty, there being hardly 
a chief without fome. The dogs that the Spa
niards put afhore are of two or three forts; if 
they had all been hanged, inftead of being left 
upon the ifland, it would have been better for 
the natives. Captain Cook's young ram fell a 
vidim to one of thefe animals. Four Spaniards 
remained on {hore when thefe fhips left rhe ifland; 
two of whom were priefts, one a fervant, and the 
other was much careffed among the natives, who 
difringuifhed him by the name of Mateema. He 
feems to have fo far ftudied their language, as to 

VOL. H._N° 7. C have 
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have been able to fpeak it tolerably; and to have 
been indefatigable in impreffing the minds of the 
Wanders with exalted ideas of the greatnefs of the 
Spanifh nation, and inducing them to think meanly 
of that of the Englifh. He even affured them. 
that we no longer exifted as an independent na
tion; that Pre/aile was but a fmall ifland, which 
they had entirely defiroyed> and as to Captain 
Cook, that they had met with him at fea, and 
with the greateft eafe that could be imagined, had 
fent his fhip, and every creature in her, to the 
bottom; fo that his vifiting Otaheite was, at this 
time, very unexpected. Many other improbable 
falfehoocls were propagated by this Spaniard, and 
heEeved by the inhabitants; but Captain Cook's 
returning to Otaheite was confidered as a complete 
confutation of all that Mateema had advanced.
,With what defign the priefts remained, cannot 
'eafily be conceived. If it" was their intention to 
convert the natives to the Catholic faith, they 
certainly have not fucceeded. It does not appear, 
indeed, that they ever attempted it; for the na
tives fay, they never converfed with them, either 
en this, or any other fubject. The priefts refided 
the whole time in the houfe at Oheitepeha; but 
Mateema roved about continually~ vifiting.many 
parts of the Wand. After he and his companions 
had ftaid ten months, two fhips arrived at Ohei
tepeha, took them aboard, and failed again in five 
days. Whatever defign the Spaniards might have 

bali 
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.ltad upqn this i{laQd, this hafiy departure fhew/! 
they have now laiq it aiide. They endeavoured 
to mak~ the nativ!=s pelieye, that they fiill in
tended ~Q return; aI:1d th~t they would br~ng with 
them houfes, aU !<inds of animals, ;IT)d men and 
women who Were to fettle on the ihand. Otoo, 
when he mentioned this to Captain Cook, added, 
that if the Spaniards fhould return,' they fhoulg 
not come to l\1atavai Fort, which, he faid, was 
ours. The idea pleafed him; but he did not 
confider that the completion of it would deprive 
him of his kingdom, and his people of their li
berties. Though this fhews how' eafily a fettle
ment might be maqe at Otaheite, it is poped that 
fuch a circu~lfi.ance will never haI1pefl. Our 
occafional vifits may have been of fervice to its 
inhabitants, but (confiderillg how mofi European 
efl:ablifhments are condutl:ed among Indian na
tions) a permanent efiablifhment amongfi them 
would, probably, give them jufi caufe to lament 
that our fhips had ever difcovered it. Indeed, a 
meafure of this kind can hardly ever be ferioufly 
thought of; as it can neither anfwer the purpofes 
of public ambition, nor of private avarice. 

It has been already obferved that Captain Cook 
received a vifit from one of the two natives of 
this ifland, who had been taken to Lima by the 
Spaniards. It is fomewhat remarkable that he 
never faw him afterwards, efpeciallyas the Cap
tain received him with uncommon civility. The 

C 2 Captain, 
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Captain, however, fuppofed that Omai had kept 
him at a diftance from him, from motives of jea
loufy, he being a traveller that, in fome degree, 
might vie with himfelf. Our touching at Tene
tiffe -was a lucky circumftance for Omai; who 
prided himfelf in having vifited a place belonging 
to Spain, as well as this man. Captain Clerke, 
who had feen the other man, fpoke of him as a. 
low fellow, a little out Qf his fenfes; and his own 
countrymen entertained the. fame opinion of him. 
In !hort, thefe two adventurers feemed to be 
neld in little or no efteem. They had not been 
fo fortunate, indeed, as to return home with fuch 
valuable property as had been beftowed upon 
Omai; whofe advantages from going to England 
were fo great, that if he !hould fink into the fame 
ftate of infignificance, he has only himfe1f to 
blame for it. 

CHAP. 
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Anchor at Talo().inc ~imeo-T/~ Harbours oj Ta/oo 

and Parowroah deflribed~ViJi~JrlJ'TTl, Maheinr, 
the Chief of Eimeo, who approaclus with- :Cau
tion-Defcriptionof.the Peifon of Maheine-Pre-' 
parations mad.e Jor Jailing-Detained oy having IS 

-Goat flolen-That recovered, and another flolen,-. 
Menaus ufed to occafion it to oe returned-Expe

dition acr~fs the !Jland, with a Party, in ]earG" 
0/ the Goat-Haufes and Canoes our nt, and other 
H'!Jlilities threatened ~ The Goat returned-The' 
!Jland dejcrihd, &e. 

ON the· J-Qth. of 8<::ptember, at day-break, 
after leavingOtaheite, we ftood for thu 

north end of t~ i/1and of Eimeo. Omai, in his 
canoe, arrived there before us, and endeavoured, 
by taking fame nece1fary meafures. to fhew us 
the fituation. We Were not, however, without 
pilots, having feveral natives of Otaheite on 
board, and, among them, not a few women. 
Unwilling to rely entirely upon thefe guides, 
Captain Cook difpatched two boats to examine 
the harbour; when. on a fignal being made for 
fafe anchorage, we ftood in with both the 1hips, 
and anchored in ten fathoms water. 

Taloo is the name of this harbour: it is on 
the north fide of the ifland, and in the diftria 

C 3 of 



of Oboonohoo, or Poonohoo, It runs above twe 
miles between the hills, fouth, or fouth by eaft. 
It is not inferior to any harbour that we have met 
with in this ocean, both for fecurity and good-_ 
nefs of bottom. It has alfo this fingular advan
tage, that a ihip can fail in and out with the 
reign!ng trade wind. Several rivers fall into it; 
one of which is fo confiderablc, as to admit boats 
a quarter of a mile up, where the water is pei-
feCUy fre!h. The banks, on the fides of this 
fhem;, are covered with what the natives call
the po, roo tree, on which they fet no value, as it 
only ferves for firing. So that wood and water 
may be procured here with great facility. 

The harbour of Parowroah, on the fame fide 
of the if1and, is about two miles to the caftward. 
and is much larger within than that of Taloo; 
but the opening in the reef lies to leeward of the 
harbour, and is confiderably narrower. Thefe 
ftriking defec'1:s muft give the harbour of Taloo 
a decided preference. There are one or two 
more harbours on the fouth fide of the if1and, 
but they are not fo confiderable as thofe We have 
already mentioned. 

As Coon as we had anchored, great numbers of 
the inhabitants came aboard our ihips, from mere 
motives of curiofity, for they brought nothing 
with them for the purpofes of barter: but feveral 
canoes arrived, the next morning, from more 

diftant parts, bringing with them an abundant 

4 fupply 
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tupp-Iy of bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and a few 
hogs, -which were exchanged for re:>.ds, nails, and 
hatchets; red feathers not being fo much de
manded here as at Otaheite. 

On Thurfday the 2d of Oaober,' in the morn': 
ing, Captain Cook received a villt from M',heine, 
the chief of the ifland. He approached the fhip 
with as great caution and deliberation, as if he 
apprehended rnifchief from us, as friends of the 
Otaheiteans; thefe people have no idea that 
\ve can be in friendfhip with anyone, without 
adopting his caufe againft his enemies. This 
chief was accompanied by his wife, who, we were 
told, is fifter to Oelmo, of OLaheite, whofe death 
we heard of while we remained at this iflar,d. 
Captain Cook made them prefents of fuch arti
cles as feemed moft to ftrike their fancy; and, 
after ftaying about half an hour, they went on 
fhore. They returned, foon after, with a large 
hog, meaning it as a return for the Captain's 
favour; but he made them an additional pre
fent to the full value of it; after which they 
went on board the Difcovery, to vifit Captain 
Clerke. 

Maheine, fupported with a few adherents, has 
made himfelf, in fome degree, independent of 
Otaheite. He is between forty and fifty years of 
age, and is bald-headed; which, at that age, i~ 

rather uncommon in thefe iflands. He feemeq 
afhamed of fuewing his head, and wore a kind 

C 4 of 
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of turban to conceal it. Whether they confider ... 
cd this deficiency of hair as difgraceful" or whe. 
ther they fuppo[ed that we confidered it in thali 
light, it is not ea[y to determine. The latter. 
however, appears the moft probable, from the 
circumftance of their having feen us iliave the 
he:ld of one of the natives, whom we detec9:ed 
ftealing. They naturally concluded, therefore, 
that this was the kind of punifhment infliCl:ed by 
us upon all thieves; and fome of our gentlemen, 
whofe heads were but thinly covered with hair, 
were violently fufpeCl:ed, by them, of being !etos. 

Towards the evening, Captain Cook and Omai 
mounted on horfeback, and rode along the iliore. 
Omai having forbad the natives to follow us, our 
train was not very numerous; the fear of giving 
offence having got the better of their curiofity. 
The fleet of Towha had been ftationed in this 
harbour, and though the war was but of ilion 
duration, the marks of its devaftation were every 
where confpicuous. The trees had loft all their 
fruit, and the houfes in the neighbourhood had 
been burnt, or otherwife deftroyed. 

Having made every preparation for failing, we 
hauled the !hip off into the ftream, in the morn
ing of the 6th, intending to put to fea the next 
day, bu'r a difagreeable accident prevented it. 

We had in the day time fent our goats ailiore 
to graze; and, notwithftanding 'two men had been 
appointed to look after them .. one of them had 

been 
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been ftolen this evening. This was a confiderable 

lofs, as it interfered with. the Captain's views of 

flocking other Wands with thefe animals: he there_ 

fore was determined, if pollible, to recover it. 

We received intelligence the next morning, 

that it had been conveyed to Maheine, who was 

at that time at Parowroah harbour. Two el_ 

derly men offered their fervices to conduct any 

of our people to him, in order to bring back the 

goat. Accordingly the Captain difpatched fome 

of his people in a boat, charged with a meffage 

to that chief, and infified on both the goat and the 

thief being immediately given up. 

Maheine had, only the day before, requefied 

the Commodore to give him two goats; but, as 

he could not fpare them, without depriving other 

iflands, which had none of thefe animals, and 

w~s informed that there were two already upon 

this, he refufed to gratify him. Willing, how

ever, to allifi his views in this refpect, he defired, 

an Otaheite chief then prefent, to beg Otoo, in 

his name, to convey two of thefe animals to 

Maheine; and to induce him to comply with 

this requefi, fent to Otoo, by the fame chief, a 

quantity of red feathers, equal in value to the 

two goats that were required. The CommodQr.e 

expected that Maheine,and all the other chiefs 

of the ifland, would have been perfectly fatisfied 

with this arrangement; but he was miftaken~ a$ 

the eyent clearly proves. 
Little 
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Little fufpeCl:ing that any Otie would prefumel " 
to fieal a fecond, while the neceffary meafures 
were taking to recover the firft, the goats wero 
again" put a{hore this morning: and a boat, as 
ufual, was fent for them in the evening. While 
our people were getting them into the boat, one" 
\Vas conveyed away undifcovered. As it was im
mediately miffed, we expeCl:ed to recover it with
out much trouble, as it could not have been car
ried to any confiderable diilance. Several of the. 
natives fet out different ways, to feek after it; 

for they all endeavoured to perfuade us, that it 
muft have ilrayed into the wood!; not one of 
them admitting that it was ilolen. We were, 
however, convinced to the contrary, when we 
perceived that not any of the purfuers returned: 
their intention was only to amu[e us, till their 
prize was fafely depofited; and night coming on, 
prevented all future fearch. At this inilant, the 
boat returned with the other goat, and one of the 
perfons who had ilolen it. 

Moil of the inhabitants, the next morning, 
were moved off, taking with them a corpfe, which 
lay oppofite the {hip, on a toopapaoo; and Ma

-beine, we were informed, had retired to the re
. moteft part of the ifiand. It now plainly ap_ 
peared, that a regular plan had been projected to 
fleal what the Commodore had refufed to give: 
and that having reilored one, they were deter.;. 
mined not to part with the other, which was a 

femalea 
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female, and with kid: and the Commodore was 

equally determined to have it back again; he 

therefore applied to the two elderly men, who 

had been inftrumental in recovering the firft, who 

informed him that this had been taken to a place 

on the fouth fide of the ifland, called Watea, by 

Hamoa, who was the chief of that place; but that 

it would be delivered up if he would fend for it. 

They expreffed a willingnefs to conduct fome of 

his people to the fpot; but, finding that a boat 

might go and return in one day, he fellt one with 

two of his officers, Mr. Roberts, and Mr. Shut ... 

tleworth; one to remain with the boat, if fhe 

could not get to the place, while the other went 

with the guides, accompanied by fome of our 

people. The boat returned late in the evening, 

when we were informed by the officers, that after 

proceeding in the boat as far as rocks and fhoals 

would permit, Mr. Shuttleworth landed; and, 

attended with two marines, and one of the guides, 

proceeded to the houfe of Hamoa, at Watea; 

where they were for fome time amufed by the· 

people, who pretended they had fent for the goat,· 

and that it would foon be produced. It, however, 

never arrived; and night approaching, Mr. Shut_ 

tleworth was obliged to return to his boat with

out it. 
The Commodbre lamented that he had pro- . 

ceeded fo far in this bufinefs, as he could not re..! - . 

. treat with credit, and without giving encourage. . 
mene 
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ment to other il1anders to tob us with impunity. 
Confulring with' Omai, and the two old men. 

'what methods to take, they advifed him without 
befitation, to go into the country with a party of 
men, and fuoot every perf on he fuould meet with. ' 
The Commodore did not approve of this bloody 
counfe!; but, ~arly the next morning, fet out 
with thirty-five of his people, accompanied" by 
Omai, one of, the old men, and three or four at
tendants. He alfo ordered Lieutenant William
fun round the wefiern part of the ifland, with 
three armed boats, _ to meet us. 

This party had -no fooner landed, than the few 
remaining natives fled before us. The firft per
fan we met with upon our march, was in a kind 
of perilous fituation; for Omai, the in1l:ant he 
beheld him, afked Captain . Cook if he fhould 
fuoot him;. fo fully was he perfuaded that the 
advice he had given was immediately to be car';' 
fied into execution. The Commodore-then gave, 
orders, both to him and our guide, to let it be' 
made known that it was not our intention to in- ' 
jure, much lefs to deftroy, a fingle native. Thefe 
joyful tidings foon circulated, and prevented the 
flighiof the inhabitants. 

_ Afcending the 'ridge of hills, on our road to 
Watea; we were informed that the goat had been 
~;u-.r.i.ed the fame' 'way, arid 'couldhardly have 
paffed the hills: \ve therefore ~arched' up in 
i reat fiIence, expectivg to furprize the party Wh9 

were 
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were bearing off the prize ; but, when we arrived 
at the uppermo{l: plantation, we were told, that 
the animal we were in fearch of had, indeed. 
been kept there the firft night, but had been car
ried to Watea the next morning. We made no 
further inquiry, till we came within fightofWa
tea, where we were direaed to Hamoa's houfe,· 
by fome people who alfo informed us, that the 
goat was there. We therefore fully expeaed to 
obtain it on our arrival; but, when we reached. 
the haufe, the people we faw there denied that 
they had ever feen it, or knew any thing concern-. 
ing it. Hamoa himfelf appeared, and expreffed 
himfelf to the fame effea. 

On our firft coming to Watea, feveral men 
were feen running to and fro in the woods, with 
clubs and darts in their hands; and Omai, who 
ran towards them, had ftones thrown at him. 
Hence it appeared, that they intended to appofe 
:my attempt that we might be induced to make. 
but on feeing the ftrength of our party, had given 
up the defign. We were confirmed in this opi-' 
nion, by obferving, that all their haufes were 
empty. 

After colleCting a few of the natives together, 
Omai was direaed to expoftulate with them on 
the abfurdity of their condua, and tell them 
that we had received fufficient c:vidence that the ' 
goat was in their poffeffion; and that, if it was 
not immediately delivered up, we fhould burn 

all 
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all their houfes and canpes; but, notwithftanq... 
ing this expoftulatipn, they perfiftt;<! in their de
nial of having any knowledge of it. In coufe,. 
quence of which, the Commodore fet fire to fi~ 
or eight of their houfes, and two or three war 
canoes, which were prefently confumed. After 
this we marched off to join the boats, which were, 
at that time, about feven or eight miles from us; 
and, in our road, burnt fix other war canoes" 
without any oppofition. On the contrary, many 
of the natives .affifted us; more, perhaps, from 
fear, than any other motive. At length Omai, 
who was at fome diftance before us, came bac'" 
with information, that a multitude of men were 
~ffembling to attack us. We prepared ourfelves 
to receive them, but, inftead of enemies, they 
were petitioners, with plantain-trees in their hand~. 
which they laid down before us, entreating the 
Commodore to [pare a canoe that lay upon the 
fpot, which he readily complied with. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon, we ar
rived at Wharrarade, where our boats were wait,
jng for us. T/le diftriCl: of Wharr.arade belongs 
to Tiarataboonoue; but this chief, together witI, 
the other principal peqp1e of the place, had fled 
to the hills; though we made no attack upon their 
property, they being in ~mity with Otoo. Here 
·we remained about an hour, in order to reft out:,. 
;felve~, and afterwards fet out for the ihips, where 
we arrived at eight o'clock in the evening j but 

no 
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no tidings of the goat had, at that time, been 
~eceived; and, of courfe, the operations of the 
day had been ineffeCtual. 

Early on Friday morning, the loth of OCto ... 
ber, the Captain difpatched one of Omai's meIl 
to Mah.eine, charged with this peremptory mef ... 
fage, that if he perfifted in his refufal to deliver 
up the goat, a fingle canoe fhould not be left 
upon the if1and; and that hoftilities fhould never 
(:eafe, while tbe ftolen animal continued in his 
poifeilion. . That the meifenger might perceive 
t;hat the Commodore was in earneft, he grdered 
lhe carpenters, in his prefence, to break up three 
or four canoes that lay at the head of the har. 
bour. The planks were, by his direCtion, taken 
on board, to [erve as materials for building .il 
houfe for Omai, at the place where he intended 
to refide. The Commodore, properly attended. 
:went afterwards to the next ImrbouT, where he 
deftroyed feven or ei6h~ more onoes, and re
turned on board about ieven in the eveni::b On 
his arrival, he was informed, tkt the goat hac! 
been returned about half an hour before; .:r.d it 
·"ppeared, from good intelligence, thar :: came 
from the very place, where the inhabitants. tLe 
day before, declared they knew nothing about it. 
But, from the D1cTaft delivered to tk~ chief ;'1 
the morning, he perceiv'!d that the Commodore 
w<1S not to be .. dice. with. 

Thus 
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Thus ended this troublefome and unforlunatt 
bufinefs; equally to be regretted by the natives~ 

and by Captain Cook. He was grieved to re~' 

fleCl:, that, after refufing to affift his friends at 
Otaheite in the invafion of this ifiand, he fhoul<f 
fo foon be obliged to engage in hoftilities againft 
its inhabitants; which, perhaps, were more inju ... 
rious to them, than Towha's expedition. 

Our intercourfe with the natives was renewed the 
next morning; feveral canoes bringing bread-fruit 
and cocoa-nuts to the fhips to barter; whence 
it was natural to conclude, that they were con
fdous they had merited the treatment they had 
received; and that, the caufe of Captain Cook's 
difpleafure being now removed, they apprehend
ed no further mifchief. We weighed, with a 
breeze, down the harbour, about nine; but it 
was fo faint and variable, that we did not get out 
to fea till noon, when we fteered .for Huaheine. 
Omai attending in his canoe. 

At Eimeo, the ihips were abundantly fupplied 
with fire-wood. We did not fupply ourfelves with 
this article at Otaheite, as there is not a tree at 
Matavai but what is ufeful to the inhabitants. 
We alfo received here a large fupplyof refrefh
ments in hogs, bread-fruit, and cocoa-nuts. 

There is very little difference between the pro
duce of this ifland, and that of Otaheite; but 
the difference in their women is remarkable. 

Thofc 
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Thofe of Eimeo have a dark hue, are low in fia
ture, and have forbidding features. 

The appearance of Eimeo bears not the leafi 
refemblance to that of Otaheite. The latter be. 
hlg it hilly country, has little low land, except 
fome deep vaIlies, and the flat border that almoft 
furrounds it near the rea. Eimeo has fieep rug
ged hills, running in different direttions, leaving 
large vallies, and gently rifing 'grounds about 
their fides. The hills, though rocky, are gene
rally covered "ith trees, ahnofr to the tops. At 
the bottom of the harbour of Taloo, the ground 
gradually rifes 'to the foot of the hills j but the 
flat border, on the fides, becomes quite freep at 
a [rna\! difrance from the [ea. This renders it .. 
profpeCl: fuperior to any thing we fawat Otaheite. 
In the low grounds, the 'foil is a yeUowifh fiiff 
mould j on the lower hills it is blacker and loofer, 
and the fione which compofes the hills, is of a 
bluifh colour, inte-rfperfed with fome particles of 
glimmer. Near the place where ourfhips were 
fiat ion ed, are two large fiones, concerning which 
fome fuperftitious notions are entertained by the 
natives. They confider them as brother and 
fifrer j that they are Eatooas, or divinities, and 
that they came from Ulietea, by fome fupernatu
pi means. 

'VOL. n.-x' 7. D 
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C HAP. VI; 

'1'he Ships .arrive at Huabeine-AjJemhly if Ihl' 
Chiefs-Omai's Harangue-His EjlabliJhriz!nt in 
Ihis ijland unanimouJly agreed to-A Houfe huil! 
jor him-Steps taken to e1if.ure his Saftty-1'he 
Ships inftjled with Cock-roaches-Detellion and 
Punijhment of a 1'hief-He dcapes jrom JJis COl1-
jinemtnt-Animals left with Omai-His Euro
pean Weapons-His Eniertaimnents-InJcriptioTl 
on his Houfe-His Behaviour at parting-Re. 
marks on his general ConduCl-His CharaCler
Account f!! the two New-Zealanders who remained 
with him. 

ON the morning that fucceeded our depar. 
ture from Eimeo, we faw Huaheirie ex

tending from fouth-weft by weft. to weft by 
north. At twelve o'clock we ancoored at the 
northern entrance of Owhane harbeur. fituate on 
the weft fide of the ifiand. Omai. in his canoe, 
entered the harbour juft before us. but did' nO!! 
land. Though many of hi~ countrymen crowd
ed to fee him, he did not take much notice of 
them. Great numbers alfo came off to the fhips# 
infomuch that we were greatly incommoded by 
them. Our paffengers immediately informed 
them of our tranfaCl:ions at Eimeo, multiplying, 
by ten at leaft, the number of houfes alllil canoe~ 

4- that 
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thlit- we had defiroyed; Captain Cook was not 

much difpleafedat their giving this exaggerated 
account, as he found that it" made a ctmfiderable 
impreffion upon all who heard it; fa that he had 
hopes it would induce the natives of this iJ1and tG 

treat him in a better manner than they had don:: in 
his prior vifits. 

The next morning, which was the 13th of Oc~ 
tober, all the principal people of the ifi~nd came 
toourfhips. This Was jufi what the Commodore 
wifhed, as it was now high time til fettle Omai ; 
and he fuppofcd, that the pl;cfence of thefe chiefs 
would enable him to effeCi: it in a fatisfaCi:ory man
ner. Omai now fecmed inclined to efiablifh him
felf at Ulietea; and if he and Captain Cook 
could have agreed with refpeCi: to the mode of 
accomplifhing that deugn, the latter would have 
confented to adopt it. His father had been de
prived by the inhabitants of Bolabola, when they 
fubdued Ulietea,of fome land in that ifiand; 
and the Captain hoped he fhould be able to get 
it reftored to the fon without difficulty. For 
this purpofe, it was neceffary that Omai fhould 
be upon amicable terms with thofe who had be
come manees of the Wand; but he would not 
lifien to any fuch propofal, and was vain enough 
to imagine, that the Captain would make ufe of 
force to re.inftate him in his forfeited lands. 
This preventing his being fixed at Ulietea, the 
Captain began to confider Huaheine as the more 

D ~ proper 
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proper place j and therefore ·determined to ava~l 
himfeif of the prefence of the chief men of that 
ifland, and propofe the affair to them. 

The Captain now prepared to make a formal 
vi fit to Taireetareea, the Earee rabie, or king of 
the Wand, with a view of introducing this bufi
nefs. Omai, who was to accompany him, dreffed 
himfelf very properly on the occafion, and pro
vided a handfome prefent for the chief himfelf; 
and another for his Eafooa. Their landing drew 
,moft of the vifitors from our {hips, who, with 
many others, affembled in a large houfe. The 
!=oncourfe of people became very great, the major 
part of whom feemed ftouter and fairer than thofe
of Otaheite, and the number of men who appear
ed to be of confequence was alfo much greater, 
in proportion to the extent of the ifland. The 
Captain waited fome time for Taireetareea; but 
when that chief appeared, he found that his pre
fence might eafily have been difpenfed with, ai 
he did not exceed ten years of age. Omai began 
·with making his offering to the gods, which 
confil1ed of cloth, red feathers, &c. Another 
offering fucceeded, which was to be given to the 
gods by the young chief; and after that, fe
veral other tufts of red feathers were prefented. 
The different articles were laid before a prieft. 
being each of them delivered with a kind of prayer, 
which was fpoken by one of Omai's friends, 
9lough in. a great meafure dictated by. himfe1f. 

In 



, . 
PAC I FIe 0 C E A N: 37 

In there prayers he did not forget liis friends in 
England, nor thofe who had conduCl:ed him fafe 
back to his native country. The Earet rahie n~ 
Pretane (king of Great.Britain), the Earl of Sand
\vich, <roote, <ratee, (Cook. and Clerke) were men
tioned in everyone of them. Thefe offerings and 
prayers being ended, the prieft took each of th<
articles in order, and after repeating a prayer, fenl 
everyone to the morai. 

Thefe religious rites having been performed, 
Omai feated himfelf by the Captain, who be
Rowed It prefent on the young chief, and receiv_ 
ed another in return. Some arrangements were 
Rext agreed upon, relative to the mode of carry~ 
ing on theintercourfe between us and the iflanders; 
and the Captain pointed out the mifchievous con. 
fequences that would attend their plundering us, 
as they had done on former occafions. The efta. 
bIifhment of Omai was then propofed to the chiefs 
who were affembled. He informed them, that 
we had conveyed him into our country, where he 
was well received by the great King and his Earees, 
(chiefs or nobles) and treated during his whole 
fiay with all the marks of regard and affection; 
that he had been brought back again, after hav_ 
ing be~n enriched, by our generQfity, with a va_ 
riety pf artic1<;s, which would be highly bc:nefi. 
ciaI to his countrymen; and that, befides the two 
horfes which were to continue with him, many 
other new and ufeful animals had been lcft at 

D 3 Otaheite~ 
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Otaheite; which would fpeedily multiply, and 
furnifh a fufficient number for the ufe of all the 
neighbouring Wands. He then gave them to un~ 
derftand, that it was Captain Cook's earneft rc~ 
queft, that they would give his friend a piece of 
land, upon which he might build a houfe, and 
raife provifions for himfelf and fervants; adding, 
thai: if he could not obtain this at Huaheine, 
either by donation or purchafe, the Captain was 
refolved to carry hiin to Ulietea, and eftablifh 
him there. The[e topics were diCtated to Omai 
by Captain Cook, who obferved, that what he 
concluded with, about going to Ulietea, feemed 
to gain the approbation of all the chiefs; and he 
immediately perceived the reafon. Omai had 
vainly flattered himfelf, that the Captain would 
ufe force ih reftoring him to his father's lands in 
Ulie~ea, and he had talked at random, on this 
fubjeCt, to fome of the affembly; who now ex
petl:ed that the Captain would affift them in in
vading Ulietea, and driving the Bolabolans out 
of that il1and. It being proper, therefore, that 
he ihould undeceive them, he fignified in the 
moft decifive manner, that he would neither give 
them any affiftance in fuch an enterprize, nor 
would even fuffer it to be put in execution while 
he remained in their feas; and that, if-Omai efta
blifhed himfelf in Ulietea, he ought to be intro
duced as a' friend, and not forced upon the pe~ 
pie of Bola bOla as their conqueror. 

This 
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. This peremptory declaration immediately gave 

a new turn to the fentiments of the council; one 
of whom expreffed himfelf to this effeCt: that 
the whole ifland of Huaheine. and whatever it 
contained. were Captain Cook's; 'and that confe
quently he might difpofe of what portion he 
pleafed to his friend. Omai was pleafed at hear_ 
ing this; thinking that he would be very liberal. 
and give him what was perfeCtly fufficient. But. 
to make an offer of what it would have been im
proper to accept. the Captain confidered as of
fering nothing; and therefore dcfired that they 
would mark out the particular fpot. and likewife 
the exaCt quantity of land. which they intended 
to allot for the fettlement. Upon this fome 
chiefs. who had already retired from the affembly 
were fent for; and, after a 1hort confultation. 
the Commodore's requeft was unanimoufly grant. 
ed. and the ground immediately fixed upon. ad
joining to the houfe where the prefent meeting 
was held. It extended along the 1hore of the 
harbour. about two hundred yards; its depth to 
the bottom of the hill was fomewhat more; and a 
proportional part of the hill was comprehended 
in the grant. This affair being fettled. a tent 
was pitched on 1hore. a poft eftabli1hed. and the 
obfervatories ereCted. The carpenters of each 
1hip were alfo now employed in building a fmall 
houfe for Omai. in which he might fecure the 
various European commodities that he had in his 

D + poifer. 
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poffeffion; at the f~e time, fome of ou~ peapT\! 
were occupi~d in makil1g a garden f9r his ufe. 
plaming vines, fhaddocks, melons, pin~ apple~. 

and the feeds of other vegetable articles; all whicq 
were in a flourifhing fia~e before o~r dt:parturc 
from the Wand. 

Omai began now to pay a ferious attention to 
his own affairs, and heartily repented of his ill.,. 
judged prodigality at Otaheit~. He found at 
Huaheine, a brpther, a fifier, and a brother-in.,. 
law, the fifier having been married. But thefe 
did not plunder him, as his other relations had 
lately done. It appeared, however, that though 
they had too much hpnefiy and good-nature to 
do him al1y injury, tbey were Qf top little confe.., 
quence in the i{1an<-t to 90 him any real fervices, 
h,aving neither authority nor influence to proteCb 
his property or his perron. Thus circumfianced •. 
~. ran gr~at rifque of bei~g firipped of every 
thing he had received from us, as foon as he 
fhould ceafe to be within the reach Qf our power"! 
fui proteCtion. 

He was now on the point of being placed in 
the very fingular fituation, of being t •• _ only rich 
man in the community of which he was to be a 
member. And as he hlld, QY his conneCtion with 
us, made himfelf maficr of an accumulated quan
tity of ~ fpecies of trea[ure which his countrymen 

- equId not create by any art or indufiry of their' 
o}Vn, it was natural to ima~ine, that whil~ ~11 

were 
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,vere defrrous of fharing in this envied wealth, _ all 
would be ready to join in attempts to firip its 
fole proprietor. As the mofi r kel y means of pre.,. 
~enting this, Captain Cook advifed him to dif
Jribute fome of his moveables among two or thre~ 
pf the principal chiefs; who, on being thus gra
~ified themfelves, might be induced to favour 
him with their patronage, and fhield .pim from 
the injuries of others. He promifed to follow 
~his advice; and we heard, before we failed, that 
rhis prudent fiep had been taken. The Captain, 
however, not confiding entirely in the operations 
of gratitude, had recourfe to the more forcible 
;md effecrual motive of intilJlidation, taking every 
9Pportunity of notifying to the inhabitants, that 
it was his intention to make another vifit to their 
Wand, after being abfent the ufual time; and 
that if he did not find his friend in the fame fiate 
of fecurity jn which he fhould leave him at pre
~e~t, ,!ll thofe who fhould then _ appear to have 
been )-lis €l}e/Uies, might expel'!: to become the 
objeC!:~ ,of hi~ r!i!fentment. This menacing decla
ration will probably have fome effecr; for our 
fucceffive vifits of late ye~rs have induced thefe 
i11anders to believe, that our fhips are to return 
~t certain periods; and while they continue to 

entertain, fuch a notion, which the Captain thought 
it a fair firatagem to confirm, Omai has fome 
profpect of b~ing fuffered to thrive upon his new 
plantation~ 

·While 
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W~,ile we remained in this harbour, we carrie<! 
the bread on fhore to clear it of vennin. The 
number of cock-roaches that infefted the fhip at 
this time, is ;:.lmofi incredible. The damage we 
fullained from them was very confiderable; and 
every attempt to defiroy them proved fruitier!. 
If any kind of food was expofed for a few minutes, 
it was covEred with thefe noxious infeCl:~, who 
{oan pierced it full of holes, fo that it refembled 
an honey-comb. They proved particularly de
ftrutl:ive to birds, which had been f1:uffed for cu
riofities, and were fo fond of ink, that they ate 
out the writing on the labels fafiened to different 
articles; and the only thing that preferved books 
from their ravages, was the clofenefs of the bind
ing, which prevented- thefe devourers from infi
nuating themfelves between the leaves. Accord_ 
ing to Mr. Anderfon, they were of two forts, the 
hlatta orielltalis, and gennanica. 

The intercourfe of trade and friendly offices, 
between us and the inhabitants of Huaheine, was 
undifturbed by any accident till the evening 
of the 22d, when one of the natives found means 
to get into Mr. Bayly's obfervatory, and carry off 
a fextant unobferved. Captain Cook was no 
fOoner informed of this theft, than he went afhore, 
and defireu Omai to apply to the chiefs, to pro-' 
cure refl:itution. He accordingly made applica_ 
tion to them, but they took no fteps towards re_ 
covering the infirument, being more attentive to 

,I' a beeva 
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a huva that was then exhibiting, till the Cap
tain ordered the performers to delHl:. Being now 
~onvinced that he was in earneft, they began to 
make [orne inquiry after the delinquent, who was 
fitting in the midft of them, with fuch marks of 
unconcern, that the Captain was in great doubt 
of his being guilty, particularly as he denied it. 
Omai, however, affuring him that this was the 
perfon, he was fent on board the {hip, and there 
confined. This raifed an univerfalferment among 
the affembled ifianders, and the whole body fled 
with precipitation. The prifoner being examined 
by Omai, was with fome difficulty brought to 
confefs where he had concealed the fextant, and 
it was brought back unhurt the next morning. 
After this, the natives recovered from their con
fternation, and began to gather about us as u[ual. 
As the thief appeared to be a {hame1efs villain, 
Captain Cook puni{hed him with greater feverity 
than he had ever done any former culprit.' Be. 
fides having his head and beard {haved, he com_ 
manded that both his ears {hould be cut off, and 
then difmiffed him. 

This punifhment, however, did not deter him 
from committing other offences; for, early in the 
morning of the 25th. a generai alarm was fpread, 
o,ccafioned, as was reported, by one of our goats' 
being ftolen by this very man; and though, upon 
examination, we found every thing fafe in that 
quarter. yet it appeared, that he had deftroyed 

and 
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and carried off from Omai's grounds, feveraf 
vines and cabbage-plants; arid he publicly threat. 
ened to put him to death, and fet fire to his houfe .. 
as f00n a,s we iliould quit this place. To pre
vent his doing any further mifchief, the Captain 
ordered him to be feized, and confined again on 
board the !hip, with a view pf carrying him off 
~he Wand; ::).nd this in.tention feemed to give ge_ 
neral fatisfawon to all the chiefs. tk was a na_ 
tive of Bolabola; but there were too many of 
the penple here ready to co-operate with him in 
all his defigns. We had, indeed, always met 
with more troublefome perfons in Huaheine tha,n 
in any other of the adjacent iflands; and it was only 
fear, afid the want of proper opportunities, that 
induced them to behave better now. Anarchy 
and confufion [eemed to prevail among them. 
Their Earee rahie, as we have already obferved .. 
was but a child; and we did not find, that there 
was any individual, OF any fet of men, who held 
the reins of government for him; fo that wheH 
(IVer ,my mifunderfianding occurred between us, 
we never knew, with fufficient precifion, to whom 
it \vas neceffary to apply, in order to effeCt an ac .. 
commodation, or procure red refs. .., 
. Omai's houfe being now almofi finifrted, many 
tlf his moveables were carried a!hore on the 26th; 
amongft other articles was a box of toys, which 
greatly pleafed the gazing multitude. But, as 
~ his plates, dillies, drinking-mugs, glaffes, 

pots, 
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pots, kettles, and the whole train of domefticap
paratus, fcarce one of his countrymen would eve!) 
look at them. Omai himfelf began to think that 
they would be of no fervice to him; that a baked 
hog was more favory eating than a boiled one .• 
that a plantain-leaf made as good a plate or difh 
as pewter; and that a cocoa-nut fbell was a9 
convenient a goblet as one of our mugs. He 
therefore difpofed of moft of there arricles of 
Engliih furniture among the crew of our i11ips J 

and received from them in return, hatchets, and 
other iron implements, which had a more intrinfic 
value in this part of the world. Among the nll-, 

merous prefents beftowed upon him in England, 
nre-works had not been omitted; fome of which. 
we exhibited in the evening of the 28th, before 
a great multitude of people, who beheld them 
with a mixture of pleafure and apprehenfion. 
Tho[e which remained were put in order, aild 
left with Omai, pur[uant to their original defti
nation. 

On Thurfday the 30th, early in the morning, 
the BoIaboIa-man \\hom we had in confinement, 
found means to efcape out of the ihip, carrying 
with him the fbackle of the bilboo-bolt that had 
been pllt about his leg, which was taken from 
him, as Toon as he arrived on {hore, by one of 
the chiefs, and given to Omai; who quickly" 
Fme on board~ to inform the Captain that hi~ 
~ortal enemy was again let loo[e upon him. We, 

, fO\.U1d, 
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found, upon inquiry, that the fentty placed over 
the prifoner, and even the whole watch in that 
part of the fuip where he was confined, hav .. 
jng fallen aileep, he feized the favourable op .. 
portunity, took the key of the irons Out of the! 
drawer into which he had feen it put, and fet him .. 
felf at liberty. This e[cape convinced the Com .. 
modore that his people had been very remifs in 
their night-duty; which rendered it neceffary to 

chafiize thofe who were now. in fault, and [0 

efiablifh forne new regulations that might prevent 
fimilar negligence in future. He was pleafed at 
hearing, afterwards, that the fellow who had 
efcaped had gone over to Ulietea. 

Omai was no fooner fetrIed in his new habi04 
ration, than Captain Cook began to think of de
parting from Huaheine, and got every thing off 
from the fhore this evening, except a goat big 
with kid, and a horfe and marc; which were left 
in the poffeffion of our friend, who was now to 
be finally feparated from us. We alfo gave him 
a boar and two fows of the Englifh breed; and 
he had got two or three fows of his own. The 
horfe had covered the mare during our continu .. 
ance at Oraheite; fo that the introduction of a 
breed of harfes into thefe iflands has probably 
fucceeded by this \"aluable prefent. 

With regard to Omai's damefiic eftablithmenr . • he had procured at Otaheite four or five tou/ous 
J 

or people of the lower clafs j the two young Ncw-

Zealander§ 
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Zealanders remained with- him; and his bro
ther, and [everal others, joined him at Hua
heine; [0 that his family now confifted of ten or 
eleven perfans; if that can juftIy be denominated 
a family, to which not one female belonged. 
The houfe which our people ereCted for him was 
twenty-four feet by eighteen; and about ten feet 
in height. It was compofed of boards, which 
were the [poils of our military operations at Ei
mea i-and, in the ccnftruttion of it, as few nails 
as pollible were ufed, left there might be an in
ducement, from the defire of iron, to pull it 
down. It was agreed upon, that immediately 
after our departure, he ihould ereCt a fpacious 
houCe after the mode of his own country; one 
end of which Was to be brought over that which 
we had built, [0 as entirely to encIcfe it for 
greater [ecurity. In this work, feme of the 
chiefs of the iiland promifed to contribute their 
,affiftance; and if the intended building ihould 
€over the ground which was marked out for it, 
few of the houfes in Huaheine will exceed it in 
magnitude. 

Omai'g European weapons confifted of a fowl. 
jog-piece, two pair of piftols, feveral fwords or 
cutlaffes, a muiket, bayonet, and a cartouch
box. After he had got on fuare whatever ap
pertained to him, he had the two _ Captains, and 
moll: of th~ officers of both our fhips, two or 
three times, to dinner; on which oc~afions, his 

. table 



table was plentifully fupplied with the beft 'pr~ 
vifions that the Wand could afford. Before we 
fet fail; the Commodore cau[ed the following in ... 
fcription to be cut upon the outfide of his houfel 

Georgius'tertius, Rex, 2 Novemlris, 1777i 
~r r Rifolulion, Jac. Cook, Pro 

lva'l.!t:S . l Difcovery. Car. Clerkej Pro 

On Sunday, the zd of, November, at fout 
o'clock, we took the advantage of an eafter ... 
Iy breeze, and failed out of Owharre harbour. 
Moft of bur friends continued on board till our 
veffds were under fail; when Captain Cook, td 

gratify their curiofity, ordered five guns to be 
fired. Then they all left us, except Omai, who 
remained till we were out at fea, We had come 
to fail by a hawfer faftened to the fuore, which, 
in cafting the fhip, parted, being cut by the rocks; 
and its outer end was left behind: it therefore; 
became neceifary to difpatch a boat to brihg it' 
on board. In this boat our friend Omai went 
afhore, after having taken a very affectionate fare-" 
wei of all the officers. He fuftained this part
ing with a manly fortitude, till he came to Cap~ 

• tain Cook, when, notwithftanding all his efforts, 
he was unable to fupprefs his tears; and he wept, 
all the time in going afuore, as Mr. King, wh() 
accompanied him in the boat, afterwards informed 
the Captain. 

Though 
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, Though we had now; to our great fatisfacholl. 

brought him fafe back to the very fpot from 
which he was taken, it is probable, that we left 
him in a fttuation lefs defirable than that which 
he was in before his connection with us: not that, 
having tafted the comforts of civilized life, 
he muft becoine more wretched from being 
obliged to relinquifh all thoughts of continuing 
them, but merely becaufe the advantages he te
peived from liS, have placed him in a more ha
zardous fitLlation, with refpect to his perfonal 
fafety. From being greatly careffed in England. 
he had loft fight of his primary condition, and 
did not confider in what manner his acquifitions, 
either of knowledge or of 'wealth, would be eiti
mated by his countrymen at his return; which 
were the only things whereby he could recom
mend himfelf to them now, more thali. before, 
and on which he could lay the foundation either 
of his future happinefs or greatnefs. He ap
peared to have in fome meafure forgotten their 
cuftoms iii. this refpect, and even to have mif
taken their genius; otherwife he muft have been 
convinced of the extreme difficulty there would 
be in getting himfelf admitted as a man of rank, 
where there is fcarce a fingle inftance of a per
fon's being raifed from. an inferior ftation, even 
by the greateft merit. Rank [eerns to be the 
foundation of all power and diftinction here, and 
U fo pertinacioufly adhered to, that unIefs a ,per ... 

VOL. II.-~o7' £ . r~ll 
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fon has fome degree of it, he will be contemQ.ed 
and hated, if He pretends to exercife any author1. 
ty. This was realIy the cafe, in a great meafu~, 
with Omai; though his countrymen were rath~~ 
cautious of expreffing their fentiments while we 
continued among them. 

If he had made a proper ufe of the prefc;nts 
he brought with him from Great-Britain, this, 
with the knowledge he had gained by travelling~ 
might have enabled him to form the moil ad
vantageous conneCtions. But he exhibited toc) 
many proofs of a weak inattention to this ob
vious means of promoting his inttreft. He ha,d 
formed fchemes Qf a higher nature; it may 
indeed be faid, meaner; for revenge, rather 
than a deure of greatnefs, appeared to influence 
him from the beginning. His father was cer
tainly a man of conuderable property in Ulie
tea, when that ifland was fubdued by the inha
bitants of Bolabola; and, with many others, fled 
for refuge to Huaheine, where he died, and left 
Omai, with feveral other children, who thus 
became entirely dependent. In this fituatio~ 
Captain Furneaux took him up, and brought him 
to England. Whether he expeCted, from th~ 
treatment he there met with, that any affiftance, 
would be afforded him againft tbe enemies of his 
father and his country, or whether he had the, 
v~nity to fuppofe, that his own fuperioritf of 
knowledge, and perfunal courage, would be fuf-
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llcient to difpoffefs the conquerors of Ulietea, is 
uncertain; but, from ,the very commencement 
of the voyage; this was his confiant topic. He 
would not pay any attention to our remonfirances 
on fuch aninconfiderate determination, but was 
difpleafed whenever more reafonable counfels were 
propofed for his benefit. Nay; he was fo ridi
culoufiy attached to his favourite [cherne, that 
he affeCted to believe the Bolabolans would cer
tainly qUit the conquered it1and, as foon as they 
fhould have intelligence of his arrival in Otaheite. 
As we proceeded, however, on our voyage, he 
began to perceive his error; and, by the time of 
our arrival at the Friendly Iflands, had fuch ap
prehenfions of his reception in his own country, 
that he was inclined to have remained at Ton
gataboo, under the proteCtion of his Friend Fee
nou. At thefe Wands, he fquandered away a 
confiderable part of his European treafure; and 
he was equally imprudent at Otaheite, till Cap
tain Cook put a fiop to his profufion. He alfo 
formed fuch improper conneCtions there, that 
Otoo, though at firfi difpofed to countenance 
him, afterwards openly expreffed his difapproba
tion of his conduCt. He might, however, have 
recovered the favour :of that chief, and have fet
tlt~d to great advantage in Otaheite, as he had 
formerly lived fome years there, ar:d was now 
honoured with the notice of Towha, whofe va
luable prefent of a large double canoe has been 

, , E 2 already 
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already mentioned. But he continued undeter-
mined to the laft, and probably would not haver 
adopted the plan of fettlement in Huaheine, if 
Captain Cook had not fo pofttively refufed to em
ploy force in reftoring him to the poffeilion of his 

father's property. 
Omai's greateft danger, in his prefent fttuation, 

will arife from the very imprudent declarations 
of his antipltthy to the Bolabolans. For thefe 
people, from motives of jealoufy, will undoubt
edlyendeavour to render him obnoxious to the 
inhabitants of Huaheinc; as they are now ~t 

peace with that ifland, and mayeafily accomplifh 
their defigns. This circllmftance he might with 
great eafe have avoided. F0r they wer.e not 
only fre~ from any averfion to him, but the chief. 
whom we mentioned before as a prieft or god. 
even offered to reinflate him in his father's lands. 
But he peremptorily refufed this; and, to the, 
\ery laft, continued fixed in his refolution to ern ... 
brace the firft opportunity of fatisfying his re_ 
venge in battle. To this he is perhaps not a Et
tle flimulated by the CGat of mail he brough1; 
from England; clothed in which, and furniihed 
\~ith fire-arms, he idly imagines that he filall be 
invincible. 

The defeas of Omai's charaCl:er were confi~ 
derably over-balanced by his great good-nature-. 
and docile tractable difpofition. Captain Cook. 
during the v. hole time he was with him, feldo~ 

had 
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ltad ·reafon tobe ferioufly difpleafed with his ge
neral conduct. His grateful heart ever retained 
the higheR fenfe of the favours conferred on him 
in England; nor wi11 he ever be unmindful of 
thofe who honoured him, while in that kingdom, 
with their friendlhip and protection. Though 
he had a tolerable !hare of underftanding, he 
1hewed little application and perfeverance in ex
erting it, fo that he had but a general and im
perf,ec1 knowledge of things. He was not a man 
of any great degree of ·obfervatioH. There were 
many cl~gant amu[ements,· as well as ufeful arts, 
among the Friendly Iflanders, which he might 
have conveyed to his native country, where they, 
in all probability, would have been readilyadopt_ 
ed. But we never found that he endeavoured 
to make himfelf mafter of anyone of them. 
Such indifference is, indeed, the characteriftic 
foible of his countrymen. Though they have 
been vifited by Europeans, at times, for thefe 
ten years paft, we could not difcern the flightell: 
veftige of any attempt to profit by this inter:. 
courfe; nor have they hitherto imitated us in any 
refpect. It muft not therefore be expected, 
that Omai will be able to introduce among them 
many of our arts and cuftoms, or much improve 
thole to which they have been familiarized by 
long habit. We truft, however, that he will ex
ert his endeavours to bring to perfection the va
rious fruits and vegetables that were planted by 

E 3 us. 
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US; which· will be no fmall acquifition. But th~ 
principal advantage thefe iflands are likely to re~ 
ceive from the travels of Omai, will probably 
arife from the animals that have been left upon 
them; which, perhaps, they never would hayo 
obtained, if he had not come over to England. 
When thefe multiply, Otaheite, and the Society 
I11es, will equal any place in the known world, 
with refpeCt to provifions. 

Omai's return, and the fubftantial proofs he 
carried back with him of Britifh liberality, en
couraged many to offer themfelves as volunteers 
to accompany us to Pretane. Captain Cook took 
every opportunity of expreffing his fixed deter_ 
mination to rejeCt- all applications of that kind. 
Omai, who was ambitious of remaining the only 
great traveller among them, being afraid left the 
Captain might be prevailed upon to place others 
in a fituation of rivalling him, frequently re
minded him of the declaration of the Earl of 
Sandwich, that no others of his countrymen were 
to come to England. 

Had there been the fmallcft probability of any 
fhip being again fent to New-Zealand, the Com
modore would have brought the two youths of 
that Country home with him, both of them be
ing very defirous of continuing with us. Tawei_ 
harooa, the eldeft, was endowed with ftrong na
tural fenfe, was extnl:mely well-difpofed, and ca
pable of l'eceiving any inftruCtion. He appear-

ed 
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~d to be fenfible of the inferiority of his own 
country to thefe iflands, andrefigned himfelf. 
though perhaps not without reluctance, to end his 
days at Huaheine in eafe and plenty. But the 
other, named Kokoa, was fo firongly attached to 
us, that it became neceffary to make ufe of force 
in carrying him afhore. He was a fmart witty 
boy; and, on that account, great notice had been 
~aken of him on board. 

C HAP. VII. 

Arrival at Ulietea-One of the Marines diferts. 
hut is brought hack by Captain Cook-Illtelli_ 
gence from 01lUli-InJlruflions to Captain Clerke
Cfwo others difert-'fhe two Captains Jeek them 
in vain-'fhe Chiif's Son, Daughter, and her 
HuJband, confined on board the Difcovery-lhifllc
cifsflll ConJpiracy of the Natives againJl the Cap_ 
tains-'fhe two Diferters are recover-ed-The 
Chiif's Family Jet at Liberty-'fhe Ships Jail
Remarks on the Ulieteans-Prifent· an4 formes

State of their Ij/rmri. 

As foon as the bo1rt, in which Omai was con
veyed aihore, had returned, with the re

ltmindel" of th~ hawfer, to the !hip, we hoified 
E4 hee 
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her in, and flood over for Ulietea without delay_ 
The next morning, which was the 3d of No~ 
vember, we made fail round the fouthern end of 
that ifland, for the harbour of Ohamaneno. We 
met with variable light airs and calms alter~ 

nately, fo that at twelve o'clock we were frill at 
the diflance of a league from the mouth of the 
harbour; and while we were thus detained, Oreo, 
the chief of the ifland, with his fan and fon~in!" 

law, came ~ff to pay us a vifit. All the boats 
were now hoi fled out, and fent a-head to tow, 
being affil1:ed by a flight foutherly breeze. This 
foon failing, and being fucceeded by an eaflerly 
one, which blew right out of the harbour, we 
were obliged to anchor at its entrance about two 
o'clock, and to warp in, which employed us till 
night. We were no fooner within the harbour, 
than our fuips were furrounded with canoes, filled 
with the natives, who brought a fupply of fruit 
and hogs, which they exchanged for our com-
modities. . 

The following day, the Refolution was moored 
clofe to the northern fuore, at the head of the 
harbour; and the Djfcovery along-nde the 
fouthern fllOre. Captain Cook, in the mean time, 
returned Oreo's vifit, and prefenteq that chief 
with a red-feathered cap from Tongataboo, a 
:!hirt, a linen gown, and a few other things of 
lefs value. Oreo, and fome of his friends,. then 
~companied hi/11 on board to dinn\:r .. On Tp~r'~ 

day 
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''d!lY the 6th, the obfervatories were fet iup, and 
the neceffary infiruments carried on fuore. The 
two fucceeding days, Captain Cook, Mr. King, 
jlnd Mr. Bayly, obferved the fun's azimuths, both 
on fuore and on board, with all the compaffes. 
in order to difcover the variation. Nothing re
markable happened, till very early in the morn_ 
jng of the 13th, when a marine, named John 
Harrifon, who wa~ fentinel at the obfervatory, 
deferted, taking with him his mufket and ac
coutrements. As foon as we gained' intelligence 
which way he had gone, a party was detached in 
fearch of him; but they returned towards the 
evening, without fuccefs. The next day, Cap
tain Cook applied to the chief concerning this 
affair, who promifed to fend a party of the iflan_ 
ders after the fugitive, and gave us, hopes that he 
fhould be brought back in the courfe of that day. 
This, however, did not happen; and we had rea_ 
fon to imagine, that the chief had taken no fieps 
towards finding him. 

We had, at this time, a cQnfiderable number 
of the natives about our £hips, and feveral thefts 
were committed; the confequences of which be_ 
ing apprehended by them, very few of them 
came to vi fit us the next morning. Oreo him_ 
felf caught the alarm, and fled with his whole 

-family. Captain Cook confidered this as a good 
~pportunity to infifi upon their delive};ing up thQ! 
dc:f\!rt\!r; and having heard that ,he was then at 

aplac~ 
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a place called Hamoa, !ituate on the other fide of 
the Wand, he repaired thither with two armed 
boats, ttttended by a native. In their way, they 
met with the chief, who alfo embarked with them. 
The Captain, with a few of his men, landing 
about a mile and a half from the fpot, marched 
up to it with great expedition, left the fight of 
the boats fhould give the alarm, and allow the of ... 
fender fufEcient time to make his efcape to the 
mountains. This precaution proved unneceffary; 
for the n:!tives of that part of the Wand having 
obtained information of the Captain's approach, 
were prepared to deliver up the fugitive. He 
was found, with his mufket lying before him; 
feated betwixt two women, who, the inftant that 
the Captain entered the houfe, rofe up to plead 
in his "indication. As fuch proceedings deferve<J 
to be difcouraged, the Captain, with a ftern look, 
bid them be gone j upon which they burft into 
tears, and retired, Paha, the chief of that dif
tric1, now came with a fucking-pig, and a plan .. 
tain-tree, which he was on the point of prefenting 
to Captain Cook, as a peace-offering; who re ... 
jected it, and having ordered the chief to quit 
his prefence, embarked with Harrifon in one of 
the boats, and returned to the !hips. After this, 
harmony was fpeedily reftored. The delinquent 
made no other excufe for his conduct;· than 
that the natives had enticed him 3.w'ay; whic~ 
perhaps was iIi a great meafure true, as Paha, and 
. the 
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ille two women above-mentioned, had been at 
the {hip the day before his defertion. As he had 
remained at his fiation till within a few minutes 
of the time in which he was to have been relieved 
by another, the puniihment he received was not 
very fevere, 

'About a fortnight after we had arrived in Ulie
~ea, Omai difpatched two of his people in a ca
noe, with intelligence, that he continued un
difiurbed by the inhabitants of Huaheine, and 
that every thing fucceeded with him, except that 
his goat had died in kidding. This informa_ 
J,:ion was accompanied with a requefi, that Cap ... 
tain Cook would fend him another goat, and alfo 
two axes. Pleafed with this additional opportu
nity of ferving his friend, the Captain fent back 
the meffengers to Huaheine, on the 18th, witl! 
the axes, and a male and female kid. 

On Wednefday the 19th, the Commodore de
livered to Captain Clerke his infirucrions how to 
proceed, in cafe of feparation, after quitting thefe 
illands. The purport of thefe infirucrions was 
as follows: That, whereas the paffage from the 
Society HIes to the northern coafi of America 
was of confiderable length, and as a part of it 
mufi be performed in the depth of winter,' when 
boifierous weather mufi be expecred, which might' 
perhaps occafion a fep:uation, Captain Cldke 
Jhould take all poffible care to prevent this; but 
,hat if the two thil?s 1hould chance to be fepa-

filter1• 
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rated, he, after fearching for Captain Cook, and 
not finding him in five days, was to proceed to .. 
wards the coaft of New-Albion, and endeavour 
to fall in with it in. the latitude of 45°, where 
he was to cruize for him ten days; and not fee
ing him in that time, was to put into the firft 
convenient harbour, in or to the north of that 

"latitude, to obtain refreihrnents, and take in wood 
\lnd water: that, during his continuance in port~ 
he was conftantly to look out for Captain Cook; 
and if the latter did not join him before the I fl:. 
of April following, he was to proce~d northward 
to the latitude of 56°, where, at fuch a diftance 
from the coaft as did not exceed fifteen leagues" 
be was to cruize for him till the loth of May; 
and not finding him, was to proceed Qn a north ... 
f;rly courfe, and attempt to difcQver.a paffage 
into the i\.tlantic Oce:j.n, either through Hud-. 
fon's or Baffin's Bays, as directed by the inftruc
tions of the Board of Admiralty: that, if he 
1hould fail in thofe endeavours, he was to re
pair to the harbour of St. Peter and St. J>aul in 
l(amtfchatka, and pafs the winter there; but that 
if he could not procure refreihments at that; port. 
he was at liberty to go where he ihould think 
proper, leaving with the Governor, before his 
departure, an account of his deftination, to be 
tielivered to Captain Cook on his arrival; and 
that, in the fpring of the year following (1779) 
~e wa~ ~o rC~Ufll to the port ~ bove"m~ntion~d ; 

that 



tf)3.t if he then received no further orders from 
Captain Cook, fo as to jufiify his purfuing any 
other meafures. than thofe which were pointed 
out in the infiructions of the Lords of the Ad
miralty, his future proceedings were to be di
rected by them; and that, in cafe of' being pre
vented, by illnefs or any other eaufe, from car· 
Tying thefe, and the inftructions of their Lord
ihips into execution, he was to leave them with 
the officer who was next in command. 

While we lay moored to the ihore, we fcrub
bed both fides of the bottoms of our veifels, and 
alfo fixed fome plates of tin under the binds. 
Thefe plates Captain Cook received from the 
ingenious Mr. Pelham, Secretary to the Com
ruiffioners for. victualling the royal navy, for the 
purpofe of trying whether tin would fucceed as 
well as copper, in iheathing the bottoms of Ihips. 

On Monday the 24th, in the morning, the 
Commodore was informed that two of the Dif
covery's people, one of whom was a Midlhipman .. 
were miffing. Not long after, we learned from 
the natives, that they had embarked in a canoe 
the preceding night, and were now at the other 
end of the ifland. As the Midihipman had ex .. 
preifeda defire of continuing at one of thefe 
iflands, it was extremely probable that he and. 
his companion had gone off with that intent. 
Captain Clerke theref()I:e, with two armed boat.> .. 
and a detachment of marines, fet out. i-n qudl: of 

the 
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the fugitives, but returned in the evening with. 
out fuccefs. From the conduct of the il1ander~ 
he was of opinion, that they intended to con~ 

ceal the deferters; and with this view, had de .. 
ceived him with falfe information, directing him 
to feek for them where they could not be found, 
He was not mifiaken; for, the next m9rning. 
intelligence was brought, that the two rullaways 
were in the Ifle of Otaha. Thefe not being the 
only perfons in the fhips who were defirous of 
remaining at thefe favourite iflands, it was ne~ 
ceffary, in order to give an effectual difcourag~ 
ment to any further defertion, to recover them 
at all events. Captain Cook therefore deter
mined to go in purfuit of them himfdf, having 
obferved that the natives fi:ldom attempted to 
amufe him with falCe information. He accord. 
ingly fet out with two armed boats, accompai 
nied by area himfelf. They proceeded, without 
ftopping at any place, till they came to the eafiem 
fide of Otaha, where they put afhore; and the 
chief difpatched a man before them, with orders 
to feize the fugitives, and keep them till the 
Captain and his attendants fhould arrive with th~ 
boats. But when they had got to the place where 
they expected to find them, they were informed 
that they had quitted this Wanrl and gone to 

Bolabola the preceding day. The Captain, not 
chufing to follow them thither, returned to the 
fhips, with a full determination to have iecourfe-

to 
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to a mea(Ul1e- which, he had rea[on to believe,. 
would compel the natives to reftore them. 

On the 26th, foon after break of day, Oreo., 
wir,h his fan, daughter, and [on-in-Iaw, having 
cpme on board the Refolution, Captain Cook re. 
folved to detain the three laft, till our deferters 
fhould be delivered up. With this view, Cap
t;lill Clerke invited them on board his fhip, and, 
as foon as they arrived in his cabin, a femind 
was placed at the door, and the window fecured. 
This proceeding greatly furprized them; and 
Captain Clerke having explained the reafon of it, 
they burft into tears, and begged he would not 
kill them. He affured them he would not; and 
that the moment his people were brought back, 
they fhould be releafed. This, however, did not 
remove their uneafinefs, and they bewailed their 
fate in filent [arrow. The chief being with Cap
tain Cook when he received intelligence of this 
affair, immediately mentioned it to him, ima
gining that this ftep had been taken without his' 
knowledge and approbation. The Captain in. 
!tantly undeceived him; and then he began to 
entertain apprehenfions with refpeCt to his own 
fituation, and his countenance indicated the great
eft perturbation of mind. But the Captain foon 
quieted his fears, by telling him, that he was at 
liberty to quit the fhip whenever he chafe, and 
to take [uch fteps towards the recovery of our· 
J;wo men, as he fhould judge beft calculated for 

that 
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that purpofe; and that, if he fhould meet widi" 
fuccefs, his friends on board the Difcovery fhQuld 
be rcleafed from their confinement: if not, that 
they fhould certainly be carried away with us. 
The Captain added, that the chief's condutl:, as 
well as that of many of his countrymen, in not 
only ailifting thefe two men to make their efcape, 
but in endeavouring, at this very time, to pre
vail upon others to follow them, would juftify; 
any meafure that could ferve to put a ftop to' 
fuch proceedings. This explanation of the mo
tives upon which the Commodore aCted, feemed' 
to remove, in a great degree, that general cort. 
fternation into which Oreoand his people who 
were prefent, were at firft thrown. But, though 
relieved from all apprehenfions with regard to 
their own fafety, they \ycre ftill under the deepell: 
concern for the prifoners in the Difcovery. Num
bers of them went under the ftern of that !hip 
in canoes, and lamented their captivity with 
long and loudexclarnatidns. The name of Poe
dooa (for that was the appellation of Oreo's daugh
ter) refounded 'from every quarter; and the wo
men not only made a moft difmal howling, but 
ftruck their bofoms, and cut their heads with 
!harks' teeth, which occalioned a confiderable ef
fufion of blood. 

The chief now difpatched a canoe co Bola
bola, with a mdfage to Opoony, king of that 
iflar.d, informi.n~ him of what had happened,' 

and 
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and requefting him tofeize the two defe-rt~rsj and 
fend them back. The meffenger, who was the fa
ther of Dreo's fon-in-Iaw Pootoe, came to receive 
Capt. Cook's commands before his departure; w110 

ftriCl:ly enjoined him not to return without the 
fugitives, and to tell Opoony, from him, that 
if they had left tho; inc of Bolabob, he muft fend 
canoes in purfuit of them. 

The impatient natives, not thinking proper to 
trull to the return of our people for the releafe of 
the prifoner.s, were induced to meditate an at~ 
tempt which, if it had not been prevented, might 
have involved them in ftiH greater dillrefs. Be
tween five and fix o'clock, Captain Cook, who 
was then on 1hore, abreall of the 1hip, obfetved 
that all their canoes, in and abDut the harbour; 
began to move off. He inquired, in vain, tor 
the caufe of this; till our people. calling to us 
from the Difcovery informed us that fome of 
the i£landers had feit:ed Captain Clerke and Mr. 
Gore, as they were walking at a fmall dillance 
from the 1hips. The Commodore, fhuck with 
the boldnefs of this fcheme of retaliation, which 
feemed to counter-tCl: him in his own way, in
ftantly commanded his people to arm; and, in a 
few minutes a llrong party. under the cQnduet 
of Mr. King, was f"mt to the refcue of our tW<J 

gentlemen. Two armed boats, and a party under 
Mr. Williamfon, were djfpatched at the fame 
time, to intercept the fiying canoes in their re. 
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treat to the {hore. There detachments had fcatc~.., 
ly gone out of fight, when intelligente arrived 
that we had been mifinformed; upon which they 
were immediately called in. 

It manifefily appeared, however, from fevera! 
corroborating particuIar~, that the natives had 
atl:uaIIy formed the ddign of feizing Captain 
Clerke; and they even made no fecret in fpeak"'\ 
ing of it the following day. But the principal 
part 'of their plan of operations was to have laid 
hold of the perf on of Captain Cook. He was 
accufl:omed to bathe every evening in the frefh 
'tI'ater; on which occauons he frequently went 
alone, and always unarm~d. Expecting him to 
go this evening, as ufual, they had refolved upon 
feizing him, and Captain Clerke Iike1Vife, if he 
had accompanied him. Bot Captain Cook, after 
confining the chich family, had taken care to 
a void putting himfelf in their power; and had 
cautioti"~ Captain Clerke and the officers not too 
go to any confiderable difl:ance from the ihips. 
Oreo, in the courfe of the afternoon, afked our 
Commodore, three or four times, if he would noe 
go to the bathing_place; till at length finding 
that he could not be prevailed upon, be rctirelt 
with bis people, notwithftanding allQwt Imtreatie& 
to the contrary. Hav}ng no fufpicion, at tbi3 
time, of their defign, Captain Cook imagine4 
that a fudden panic had feized them, wl\iCh ""otJtd 
probably be fOOh over. Being difappoiftted wft!b 

4- refptd 
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terpett: to him, they fixed upon thofe who were 
more in their power. It was a forcuaate circum
fiance that they did not fuccecd in their deGgr.. 
and that no ntifchief was done on the occaGon; 
no muikets being fired, except two or three, to 
ftop the canoes; to which firing, perhaps, Cap
tain Clerke and Mr. Gore owed their fafety'¥; 
for at that moment, a party of the Wanders, 
armed with clubs, were marching towards them, 
but difperfed on hearing the report of the muf

kets. ~'" ,)f-, t 
This confpiracy was firft difcovered by a girl, 

who had been brought from Huaheine by one of 
our officers. Happening to overhear fome of the 
Ulieteans fay, that they would feize Melli,s. Clerke 
and Gore, ihe immediately ran to acquaint the 
firft of our people that !he met with. Thofe who 
had been intrufted with the execution of the de
fign, threatened to put he~ to death, as foon as 
we ihould quit Ulietea, for difappointing them. 
Being aware of this, we contrived that the girl's 
friends ihould come, a day or two afterwards, and 
take her out of the ihip, to convey her to a place 
where !he might remain concealed, till ihe ihould 
find an opportunity of returning to Huaheine. 

* It is not improbable that they were aleo indebted for their 
fafery to Captain Clerke's walkirg with a pillol in hi, hand, 
which he on~ fired. We mention this cucuml1anc. on th~ 
&I1thorifJ of Captain K.i~. 

F ~ Oa 
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On Thurfday the 27th, we took down our ob ... 
Iervatories, and carried on board whatever we 
had ailiore; we then unmoored the fhips, and 
moved a little way down the harbour, where we 
anchored again. Towards the afternoon the na
tives, fluking off their apprehenfions, gathered 
round, and on board our fhips, as u[ual; and 
the unpleafing tranfaCl:ions of the preceding day 
feemed to be almoft forgotten by both parties. 
In the fucceeding night the wind blew in hard 
fqualls, which were accompanied with heavy 
:thowers of rain. In one of thefe [quails the 
cable by which the Refolution was riding at an. 
chor, parted; but, as we had a,nother anchor 
ready to let go, the fl1ip was quickly brought up 
again. 

No account of our two fugitives having been 
received fi'om Bolabol;a, Oreo now f(lt out for 
that ifland, defiring Captain Cook to follow him. 
the next day, with the ihips. This was the Cap
tain's intention; but the wind prevented our 
getting out to fea. The fame wind,. however. 
which detained us in the harbour, brought back 
Oreo, with the two deferters, from Bolabola. 
They had reached Otaha on the night of their 
defertion; but being unable, for the want of 
wind, to get to any of the iflands lying to the 
eaftward, as they at firil: intended, they had pro
ceeded to Bolabola, and thence to a little .ifland 
caUed Toobaee, .where they were apprehended by: 

Ptlot~'ii 
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Pootoe's father. As foon as they were brought 
on board, the three prifoners in the Difcovery 
were rell:ored to their liberty. Such was the ter
mination of an aff.'lir, which had given the Com
modore much trouble and vexation. 

The wind continuing conll:antly between thy 
north and weft, kept us in the harbour till Sunday 
the 17th of December; when, at eight o'clock in 
the morning, we weighed and made fail, with a 
light breeze at the north-eall: point. "During the 
preceding week, we had been vifited by perrons 
from all quarters of the if1and, who afforded us a 
plentiful fupply of hogs and green plantains, fo 
that the time we remained wind-bound in the 
harbour was not totJ.lly loll:; for green plantains 
are an excellent fuccedaneum for bread, and will 
keep good for two or three weeks. BefiJes being 
furnifhed with thefe provifions, we alfo took in 
plehty of wood and water. 

The Ulieteans appeared to be, in general, 
fmaller and more black than the natives of the 
adjacent if1ands, and feemed alfo lefs orderly, 
which may, perhaps, be owing to their having' 
become fubjeCl: to the inhabitants of Bolabola. 
Oreo, their chief, is only a kind of deputy of 
the Bolabolan monarch j and the conqueft [eems 
to have diminifued the number of fubordinate 
chiefs refident among them: they are, therefore, 
lefs immediately under the eye of thofe whole in
tereft it is to enforce a proper obedience. Though 

F 3 Ulietea 
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Ulietea is now reduced to this ftate of humiliating 
dependence, it was formerly, as ,\ e were in_ 
fo:-med, the moll: eminent of this group of il1ands, 
and was probably the firIl: feat of government; 
for we were told, that the prefent royal family of 
Otaheite derives its defcent from that which ruled 
here before the late revolution. The dethroned 
king of l)lietea, whofe name is Ooroo, refides at 
Huaheine, furnifhing, in his own perfon, an in, 
fiance not only of the inftability of power, but 
alfo of the refrett paid by thefe il1anders to par~ 
ticular families of princely rank; for they allow 
Ooroo to retain all the en1igns which arc appro .. 
priated by them to roy<tlty, notwithftanding hia 
having been 'deprived of his dominions. We ob~ 
ferved a umilarinftance of this during our llay 
at UIietea, where one of our occauonal vifitanu 
,vas Captain Cook's old friend Oree, late chief 
of Huaheine. He ftill maintained his confe
quence, and "as cQnftantly attended by a nl,lmerou!i 
retiP-lIc. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. VIII. 

Procud to Bolabola, acco1llpmzied kl' O"fO and olber.f 
-Appli"atiolz to OpOOIl] for lvlol!/imr de Bou_ 
laillville's Allchor-RfajollJ' for purchajing it

Deliwry of 0p60i1Y, ill 110/ acceptillg tbr Pre/ell! 
-fl(,uit die Societ)' ljlallds-Dc!o"iplioll of Bol,l

bola, alld ils Har};oUl"-OwioUi H~(fo,:v of tbl' 

Rcdllflion if tbe two ljltl11ds, Olabll alld Ulie!ea 
-Bravery if the Mm qf Bolabola-Aaoullt qf 
'be Al1ima!s left at Bolabo!a alld Ulielta-Procr:/s 

of faltillg Pork-Culjory Oijcrvatiolls rifpctlillg 

Otaheile, alld the Socie~}' ljlal1ds. 

H AVING taken our leave of UEetea, we 
fleered for Bolabola. Our principal reafon 

for vifiting this illand was to procure one of the 
~nchors which had been loft at Otaheite by Mon_ 
fleur de Bougainville. This, we were informed, 
.had been afterwards found by the natives there, 
_and fcnt by them to Opoony, the chief of Bola
bola. It was not on .account of our being in want 
;of anchors that we were anxious to get polfeffion 
pf it; but, having parted with all our hatchets, 
.and other iron tools and implements, in purchafing 
:J'efreiliments, we were now obliged to create a 
J~eili alfortment of trading articles, by fabricating 
,them from th e fpare iron we could find on board, 
and even the greateft part of that had been already 

F 4 expended. 
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expended. Captain Cook, therefore,. fuppofed 
IV!an(: de BougaihviIle's ;tnchor would, In a grea~ 
mCl[ure, fupply-our· want of this ufeful material) 
3Jid he did r.ot entertain'- a.doubt that Opoony 

might b~ induced to part with it. 
, Orco, accompanied by fix or eight others from 

ULetea, attended us to -Bolabola; and, indeed, 
~oft of ~he natives, except the chie~ would 
gladly have taken a paffage with ,us to England. 
At [un-ret, being off the fouth point of Bolabola, 
,\~ fhortencd fail, and paffed the night making 
f110rt boards. On the 3th, at day break, we made 
fail for the harbour, on the ,veft fide of the Wand, 
The wind being fcant, it was nine o'clock before 
~·e were near enough to fend away a boat to 
found the entrance. ' 

The mafh:r, wht'n he returned with the boat, 
reported that the entrance of the harbour was 
rocky at the bottom, but that there was good 
ground within; and the depth of water twenty
five and t" .. enty-feven fathoms; and that there 
was room to turn the ihips in. Upon this infor.,. 
mation, \ve attempted to work the ihips in; but, 
the wind and tide being againll us, we made two 
or three trips, and found it could not be accom
plifhed till the tide ihould turn in our favour. 
Whereupon Captain Cook gave up the defign of 
carrying the i1 ips into the harbour, and embark.., 
i ng in one of the boats, attended by Oreo and his, 
COmpftni6l1S, was rowed in for the ij1and. 

As 
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As Coon as they were got afhore, the Commo

dore was introduced to Opoony, furrounded by a 
vaft concourfe of people. The necefI'lry formality 
of compliments Qeing over, he requefted the 
chief to (Tl ve him the anchor; and, to induce him 
to comply with the requeft, produced the prefent 
he intended for him. It cO:lfifted ofa li'1c:n ni~ht
gown, fome gauze handkerchiefs, it fhirt, a look_ 
ing-glafs, fome beads and toys, and fix axes. 
Opoony, hown'er, refufed to accept the prefent 
till the Commodore had received the anchor; and 
ordered three Frfons to gfJ and deliver it to him; 
with directions to receive from him what he 
thought proper in return. With thefe mdfengers 
we fet out in our boats for a neifhbouring i1land, 
where the anchor had been depofited; but it was 
neither fo large, nor fo perfect, as we expected. 
By the mark th:lt was upon it, We found that it 
had originally weighed [even hundred pounds; 
but it now wanted the two palms, the ring, and 
part of the fhank. The reafon of Opoony's re
fufing Captain Cook's prefent was now apparent; 
he, doubtlefs, fuppofed that the anchor, in its 
prefent flate, was fo much inferior to it in value, 
that, when he faw it, he would be difpleafed. 
The Commodore, notwithfianding, took the an~ 
chor as he found it, and fent the whole of the pre
fent which he at· firfl intended. This nego
ciation being completed, the Commodore returned 
em !;loar9. hoi fled ~n the bo~tsJ and made fail to 

the 
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the north. But, while we were hoifting in the 
boats, we -were vifited by forne of the natives, 
who came off, in three or four canoes, to fee the 
fu/ps. Tlu:y brought with them one pig, and a. 
.few cocoa-nuts. 

Had we remained there till the next day, we 
ihould probably have been fupplied with plenty 
of provifions j and the natives would, doubtIef$, 
be difappointed when they found we were gone: 
but,. having already a good !lock of hogs and fruit 
on board, and not many articles left to purchaIA:: 
.more, we had no inducement to defer the pIOfe:;. 
,(:ution of our voyage. 

Oteavanooa, the harbour of Bolabola, fituated 
(In ,the weft fi<k of the it1and, is very capacious I 
.and, though we did not enter it, Captain CoQk 
had the fatisfaCtion of being informed, by perfalU 
.(:rnployed by him for that purpofe, that it was a 
very proper place for the reception of fhips. 

Towards ,the middle of this il1and is a lofty 
double-peaked mountain, which appeared to be 
barren on -the eaft tide, but, on the w~ft fide. 
has fome trees Of bullies. The lower grounds, 
towards the fea, 'Iike the other Wands of this 
ocean, are covered with :cocoa-palms, and bread
fruit trea;. TheJi'c are many little iGots that fur
round it, ,which add to the number of its inha.. 
b~tants, ,and to the amount of ita vegetable 

a>roduCtion,a. 
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Co,nfKiering the fmall extent of Bolabola, being 

e:1.ly eight leagues in circumference, it is remark_ 
a.ble that its people ihould have been able to con
'1uer Ulietea and Otaha; the former of which 
iOands is, alone, more than double its llze. In 
-each of Captain Cook's three voyages, the war 
which produced this great revolution, was fre~ 

().uenrIy mentioned; and, as it may amufe the 
Teader, we ihall give the hiftory of it as related 
by themfelves. 

Ulietea and Otaha had long been friends; or. 
as the natives emphatically exprefs it, they were 
confidered as two brothers, whofe views and in_ 
terefi"s were the fame. The iOand of Huaheine 
was alfo admitted as their fi'iend, but not in fc) 
't:minent a degree. Like a traitor, Otaha leagued 
'With Bolabola, jointly to attack Ulietea; whofe 
people required the affifiance of their friends of 
Huaheine, againft thefe united powers. The in_ 
habitants of Bolabola were encouraged by a pro
phetefs, who prediCted their fuccefs; and, that 
they might rely upon her prediCtion, ihe defired 
a man might be fent to a particular part of the 
fea, where, from a great depth, would arife a 
ftone. He was accordingly fent in a canoe to the 
place fpecified, and was going inftantly to dive 
after the ftonc, when, behold, it fpontaneoul1y 
ftarted up -to the furface, and came immediately 
into his hand! All the people were aftoniihed at 
the fight; the ftone wa$ deemed {acred, and de .. 

pofited 
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pefited in the houfe of the Eatooa;and is fEU 
preferved, as a proof that this prophetefs had 
great influence with the divinity. Elevated with 
the hopes of victory, the canoes of Bolabola at. 
tacked thofe of Ulietea and Huaheine; the en· 
counter \I.'as of long duration, and, notwithftand. 
ing the miracle, the Bolabola fleet would have been 
vanquiilied, had not that of Otaha arrived at the 
critical moment. The fortune of the day was 
now turned, and their enem:es \\ere totally de
feated. T\1O days after,' the men of Bolabo\a 
invaded Hua:~(:i;;e, of \\ hich. they made thtm~ 
felves mafters; it being weakly defended, as moll 
of its warriors, were then aMent. Many of it$ 
fugitives, however, having got to O~ahcite. there 
:n;lated their lamantable tale. This fo affeCl:ed 
their own countrymen, ap.d thofe of Ulietea 
whom they found in that ifLmd, that tru.:y ob.:
tained their affiftance. They were furniihed with 
only ten fighting canoes, and, with that incon. 
ijderable force, effected a la~ding at Huaheine 
when dqrk at night; and, 'taking the Bolabofu. 
men by furprize, killed many of them, and dif. 
petfed the reft. Thus they again poffeffed them. 
felves of their own ifland, which now remains in. 
~ep('!1dent, and is governed by its own chiefs. 
When the united fleets of Ulietea and Huaheine 
were defeated, the men of Bolabola were applied 
to by the allies of Otaha to be allowed an equal 
Ihare ,of the conquefts. This being refufed, th~ . 

alliance 
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~lian:ce broke; and, during the war, Otaha wa~ 
conquered, as well as Ulietea, poth of which re
main fubjeB: to Bolabola; the chiefs by v,hom 
they are governed, being only deputies to Opoony, 
the king of that iiland. 

Such was their hiftory of the war. It has al
ready been obferved, that thefe people are ex
tretnely deficient in recollecting the exact dates 
of paft events. And, refpecting this war, though 
it happened but a few ye:us ago, we Muld only 
guefs at the time of its commencement and duri
tion, the natives not being able to fatisfy our in
quiries with any precifion. The fiml conqucft 
of Ulietea, which terminated the war, had been 
atchieved before Captain Cook was there in 1769; 
but it was very apparent that peace had not been 
long reftored, as marks of recent hof1:ili ties ha \'iug 
been committed were then to be feen. By at
tending to the age Qf Teereetareea, the i'refent 
chief of Huaheine, forne additional collateral 
proof may be gathered. He did not appear to 
be above ten or twelve years of age, and his fa_ 
ther, we were informed, had been killed in one, 
of the engagements. ' 

The Bolabola men, fince the cOnQ.uefl: of Ulie
tea and Otaha, are confidered as invincible; and 
their fame is fo far extended, that even at Ota_ 
heite, if not dreaded, they are refpected for their 
valour. It is afferted, that they never fly from 
an enemy, and 'that they always- are victorious 

againft 
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againft an equal number of the other iftandei't. 
Their neighbours, too, afcribe much to the fupe. 
riority of their god, who, they believed, detained 
us by contrary winds at Ulietea. 

The eftimation in which the Bolabola men are 
held at Otaheite, may be gathered from Monfieut 
de Bougainville's anchor having been fent to their 
fovereign. The intention of tranfporting the 
Spani!h bull to their ifland, muft be afcribed to 
the fame caufe. And they already poffelfed a 
third European curiofity, a male animal brought 
to Otaheite by the Spaniards. This animal had 
been fo imperfectly defcribed by the natives, that 
we had been much puzzled to conjeCture what it 
could be. Some good, however, generally arife~ 
out of evil. When Captain Clerke's deferters 
were brought back from Bolabola, they told us 
the animal had been !hewn to them, and that it 
was a ram. If our men had not deferted, it is 
probable we !hould never have known this. 

In confequence of this intelligence, Captain 
Cook, when he landed to meet Opoony, carried 
an ewe on !hore, of the Cape of Good Hope breed.f 
by which he has probably laid the foundation fot 

a breed of !heep at Bolabola. He alfo left with 
Oreo, at Ulietea, two goats, and an Englifh boar 
and fow: fo that the race of hogs will be con4 
fiderably improved in a few yealsat Otaheite 
and all the neighbou,ring iflands j and they will. 

perhaps. 
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perhaps, oe flocked with many valuable Euro.
pean animals. 

When this is really the cafe, thefe iilands wiII 
be unrivalled in abundance and variety of refrefh4 
ments for the fupply of navigators. Even in 
their prefent flate, they are hardly to be excelled. 
When the inhabitants are not difturbed by intef
tine broils, which has been the cafe for feveral 
years paft, their produCl:ions are numerous and 
plentiful. 

If we had poffeffed a greater affortment of goods, 
and a proper quantity of faIt, we might have falted 
as much pork as would have been fufficient to laft 
both £hips almoft a year. But we quite exhaufl:ed 
cur trading commodities at the Friendly Iflands" 
Otaheite, and its neighbourhood. Our axes in 
particular were nearly gone, with which alone 
hogs were in general to be purchafed. The 
faIt that remained on bOlrd, was not more than 
was requifite for curing fifteen puncheons at 
meat. 

The foIlawing procefs of curing pork has been 
adopted by Captain Cook in his feveral voyages. 
The hogs were killed in the evening; when 
cleaned, they were cut up, and the bone taken 
out. The meat was falted while it was hot, and 
laid fo as to permit the juices to drain from it, till 
the next morning-: it waS then falred again, put 
into a caik, and covered with pickle. It re
mained;, in this fituation four 01' five days; wheti' 

it 
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it was taken out, and carefully examined I and 
if any of it appeared to be in the leaft tainted. 
which was fometimes the cafe, it was feparated _ 
from the reft, which was repacked, headed UPi 

and filled with good pickle. It was again exa
mined in ~bout eight or ten days time, but there 
appeared to be no neceffity for it, as it was gene_ 
rally found to be all perfeL'l:ly cured. Bay and 
white fait mixed together anf wers the bell, though 
either of them will do alone. Great care was 
taken that none of the large blood-veffcls rc
mained in the meat; and not too much fhould 
be packed together at the firft falting, lell thofe 
pieces which'are in the middle fhould hcat, and 
hinder the fait from penetrating them. In tro
pical climates, meat ought not to be falted in 
rainy fu)try weather. 

Europeans having, of late, fa frequently vi
fited thefe iflanders, they may on that account 
have been induced to breed a larger ftock of 
hogs; knowing that whenever we come, they 
may be certain of receiving what th~y efteem a 
valuable confideration for them. They daily ex
pect the Spaniards at Otaheite, and, in two or 
three years time, they will doubtlefs expect the 
Engliih there, as well as at the other iflands. It 
is ufelefs to affure them that you will not return, 
for they fuppofe you cannot avoid it; though 
none of them either know or inquire the reatoll: 
,Qf your coming. It would, perhaps, have been 

better 
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bttter for thefe people to have been ignorant of 
our fuperiority, than, after once knowingit, to be' 
abandoned to their original incapacity. Ttey 
cannot, indeed, be reil:ored to their former happy 
mediocrity, if the intercourfe between us !hould 
be difcontinued. 

It is, in a malUler, i{lcumbent on the Euro
peans to pay them od:afional vifits (once in three 
or four years) tchupply them with thofe artides, 
which we, by introduCing, have given them a 
predilection for. The want of fuch fupplies may 
be feverely felt, when it is too late to return to 
their old imperfeCt contrivances, which they now 
defpife and difcaI'd. When the iron tools· with. 
which we have furrti!hed them are worn out, 
their own will be almoil: forgotten. A il:6ne 
hatchet is now as great a curiofity among them, 
as an iron one was feven'or eight years ago; and' 
a chitrel made of bone, or ftone, is no whe're to 
be feen. Spike nails have been fubfututed in the' 
room of the latter articles; and they are weak 
enough to imagine, that their il:ore of them is in
exhauil:ible, for they were no longer fought after. 

Knives happened, at this time, to be in high 
eil:imation at Ulietea; and axes and hatchets bore 
unrivalled fwayat all the iflands. Refpecting ar
ticles merely ornamental, thefe iflanders are as 
changeable as the moil: poli!hed European na
tions; for, an article which may be prized by 
tAcm to-day, may perhaps be rejeCted to-mor-

VOL. II.-N° 8. G row, 
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row, as a fafhion or whim may alter. But OUt' 

iton implements are fo evidently ufeful, that they 
mull: c~!1tinl,le to be high in their ell:imation, 
They would indeed be miferable, if they fhould 
c;~afe to receive fupplies of what appears neceff'ary 
to their comfortable exill:ence; as they are dell:i ... 
tute of the materials, and ignorant of the art of 
fabrica~iI]g them, 

In our former relations, too much has already 
been puhIifhe~ refpeCting fome of the modes of 
life, which rendered Otaheite fo :pleafing an abode. 
to many of our people; and, if we cOldd add any 
finifhing firokes to that piCture, we ihould be un
wiIIing til exhibit a view of fuch licentious man
ners as cannotfail to be difgull:ing, 

Baving now concluded our accouf\t refpeCting 
thefe iflands, which fiand fo confpicuous in the 
lill: of our difcoveries, we refer the reader to the 
following chapter~ for which we are in<;lebted to 
Mr~ Anderfon. 

CHAP~. 
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C HAP. IX. 

Striflures on former Accounts of Otaheite-<rhe pre
vailing Winds-Beallty and Fertility of the COIW

try-Land but little cultivated-Produce-Na_~ 

lural Curiojities-Dejeriplion of the Natives'--':' -
Delicllcy of the ,Women-<rheir general Charac_ 
ter-Difpqfed to amorous Gralijicalions-<rhdr 
Language-Ignorance 0/ Surgery and Phyjic
Animal Food chiefly eaten by the Juperior Clqfs
Pernici~us Ejfefls of Ava-Account of their dif
ferent Meals-Conneflions between the tw~ Sexes 

-Circumcijion-Reli[io,!-Notions concerning Im
mortality-Superjlitions-Stranre <rraditions about 
the Creation-<rhe King almoJi deified-Clqffes 
of the People-Punifhments-PeCllliarities of the 
adjacent Ijlands-Limits of their Navigation • 

. AF T E R fome prefatory remarks on the 
accounts of the fucceffive voyages of Cap

tain Wallis, Monfieur de Bougainville, and Cap
tain Cook, Mr. Anderfon- begins to relate fuch 
particulars concerning Otaheite, and its neigh
bouring iflands, as he was able. to procure from 
Omai, or by converfing with tlte other natives. 

For the greateft part of the year, the wind 
blows from between eaft-fouth-eaft, ap.d eafi:. 
nortlt-c;aft~ It fometimes blow!! with c:onfiderable 

G z force. 
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force, and is called by the natives MaaYM. 
When the wind blows flrong, t1- e weather is ufu_ 
ally cloudy, with fome rain; but when it is more 
moderate, it is clear, fetded, and ferene: if the 
wind ihould veer 'to fouth-eaft, or fouth-fouth_ 
caft, it blows more gently, and is called Maoai. 
In December and January, when the fun is nearly 
vertical, both the winds and 'weather are very va
riable; but it often .blows from weft.nortb-we1r. 
or north-weft. This wind is called 'foerou; and 
is ufually attended by cloudy weather, and fome_ 
times rain. It feldom continues more than five 
or fix days without interruption; and is the only 
wind that will permit the inhabitants of the iOands 
to leeward to vifit this in their canoes. If the 
wind is ftiJl more northerly, it has the different 
appellation of Era-potaia. The wind from fouth
weft, and weft-fouth.weft, is more frequent than 
the former, and is ufually gentle, with occa
fional calms and breezes, yet it fometimes blows 
in very brifk fquall$. The weather is then ge
nerally cloudy and rainy, with a clofe hot air; 
often accompanied with much thunder and ligl\t .. 
ning. It is called by the natives Etoa. 

Though the natives have no 'V{!ry accutate 
knowledge of thofe changes, they pretend to 

have drawn fome concluflOns from their effeCts. 
When the rea has a hollow found,. and dafhes 
mildly on the !hore, they fay it portends good 
w~~her i but~ if it !Qtlnds barMy. !lnd the waves 

rapidly 
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rapidly fucceed each other, the reverfe is to be 
exped:ed. 

The fouth-eafl: part of Otaheite affords one of 
the mofr luxuriant profped:s in the univerfe. The 
hills are high, fleep, and craggy; but they are 
covered to the very fummits with trees and !hrubs; 
the rocks feeming to poffefs the property of pro
ducing their verdant clothing. The lower land 
and vallies teem with various produCtions, that 
grow with exuberant vigl!)ur, and convey to the 
mind of the beholders an idea, that no country 
upon earth can vie with this in the frrength and 
beauty of vegetation; nature has been equally li
beral in difrributing rivulets, which glide through 
every valley, dividing, as they approach the fea, 
into feveral branches, fertilizing the lands through 
which they run. 

The habitations of the natives are irregularly 
fcattered upon the fiat land; and many of them 
along the !hore, afforded us a delightful fcene 
from our !hips; efpecially as the fea within the 
reef is perfectly frill, and affords at all times a 
fafe navigation for the inhabitants, who are often 
feen paffing and repaffing in their canoes. On 
beholding thefe delightful fcenes, I have often 
regretted my inability to tranfmit fuch a defcrip
tion of them, as would convey an impreffion 
fomewhat fimilar to what I felt, who have been 
fortunate enough to have been on the fpot. The 
natural fertility of the country, combined with 

G 3 the 
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t:he mildnefs and ferenity of the climate, has ren. 
dered the natives fo carelefs in their cultivation. 
that the fmallcft traces of it cannot, in many 
places, be difcovered, though overflowing with 
the richeft productions. The cloth plant, and 
the ava, or intoxicating pepper, are almoft the 
only things to which they {hew any attention., 
. The bread-fruit tree is never planted, but 
fprings from the' roots of the old ones, which 
fpread themfelves near the fur(ace of the ground. 
Hence \IT may obferve, that the inhabitants of 
Otaheite, inftead of being under a neceffity of 
planting their bread, will rather be obliged to 
prevent its progrefs; which is, perhaps, fome~ 
times done to afford room for a different fort of 
trees, which may enable them to make fome va~ 
~iety in their food. 

The principal of thefe trees are the cocoa-nut 
. and plantain; the firft of which requires no at~ 

tendon, after it appears a foot or two above the 
ground; but the plantain requires fome care in 
the cultivation; for, about three months after it 
{hoots up, it begins to bear fruit; during which 
time it puts forth young {hoots, which fupplya 
fucceffion of fruit; the old ftocks being cut down 
as the fruit is taken off. 

The products of the ifland. are more remark~ 
able for their great abunda~ce than for their 
variety; and curiofities here are not very nume. 
rous, Among ,thefe may be, reckoned a large 

lake 
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la:kl: of frefh water, on the top of one of the 
higheft mountains, at the diftance of almoft two 
days journey. It is remarkable for its depth, and 
abounds with eels of an enormous fizc. This 
being efteemed the greaten: natClral curiofity of 
the country, travellers, who come fror" other 
ifiands, are ufually aiked, among the lirft things 
at their return, whether they have fcen it. There 
is alfo a fmall pond of water on this ifland, which 
has a yellow fediment at the bottom. It has the 
appearance of being very good, but has an offen.;. 
five tafte, and oftert proves fatal to thofe who drink 
a quantity of it; and thofe who bathe in it break 
out in blotches. 

On our arrival here, we were ftruck with the 
remarkable contraft between the inhabitants of 
Tongataboo, and thofe of Otaheite; the formef 
being of a robuft make, and dark colour, and 
the latter having a diftinguifhed delic'aty and 
whitenefs. That difference, however, did not 
immediately preponderate in favour of the Ota~ 
heiteans; and, when it did, it was perhaps oc
cafioned more by our becoming accuftomed to 
them; the marks which had recommended the 
others beginning now to be forgotten. 

The women, however, of Otaheite poffefs all 
thofe delicatecharatl:eriftics, which in many coun· 
tries difiinguifh them from the other fclE. The 
inen wear their beards long here, and their hair 
confiderably longer than at Toogataboo, which 
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gave them a very different appearance. The 
Otaheiteans are timid and fickle. They are noc 
fo mwcular and robuft as the Friendly Iflandera, 
arifing, perhaps, from their being accuftomed to 
Iefs aCtion; the fuperioc fertility of their country 
enabling them to lead a more indolent life. They 
have a plumpnefs and fmoothnefs of the fkin; 
which, though more confonant with our ideas of 
beauty, is far from being an advantage; and is 
attended with a kind of languor in all their mo
tions. This is vifible in their boxing and wreft
ling, which difplay only the feeble efforts of 
children, if compared to the vigour and aCtivity 
with which fuch exercifes are performed at tlla 
Friendly Iflands. 

Ai> perf anal endowments are in high efl:imation 
among them, they have various methods of im
proving them, according to their ideas of beauty. 
Among the Elnoes, or unmarried men, efpeci
ally thofe of fome confequence, it is cuftomary 
to undergo a kind of phyfical operation, to ren_ 
der them fair; whic/l is done by continuing a 
month or two in the houfe, wearing a great quan_ 
tity of doaths the whole time, and eating no
thing but bread-fruit, which they fay is remark" 
ably efficacious in whitening the fkin.They 
alfo intimate, that their corpulence and colour. 
at other""times, depend upon their food; being 
obliged, as the feafo~ vary, to ufe different food 
at different times. 

Nine.. 
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Nine-tenths, at leaft, of their common diet 
confift of vegetable food; and the mabu, or 
fermented bread-fruit, which is an article in al. 
moft every meal, prevents coftivenefs, and has 
a fingular effeet in producing a coolnefs about 
them, which was not perceivable in us who fed 
on animal food. To this t~mperate courfe of 
life, may Iperhaps be attributed their having fo 
few difeafes among them. Indeed, they men. 
tion only five or fix chronic or national diforders; 
among which are the dropfy, and theft/ai, men
tioned as frequent at Tongataboo. This was, 
however, before the arrival of the Europeans; 
for we have added a difeafe to their catalogue, 
which abundantly fupplies the place of all the 
others, and is become almoft univerfal; and for 
which they feem to have no effectual remedy. 
The priefts, indeed, adminifter a medley offim_ 
pies, but they acknowledge it never cures them~ 
They admit, however, that in fome few cafes, 
p.ature alone has exterminated the poifon of this 
loathfome difeafe, and produced a perfect reco
very. They fay alfo, that thofe infected with it 
communicate it to others by handling them, or 
feeqing on the fame utenfils. 

They fhew an opennefs, and generofity of dif
pofition, upon all oceafions. Omai, indeed, has 
frequently faid, that they exercife cruelty in pu
niihing their enemies, and torment them with 
great deliberation; fometimes tearing out fmall 

pieces 
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pieces of flefh from dilfetent parts of the bodYf 
at other times plucking out the eyes, then cut~ 
ting olf the nofe; and laftly, compleating the bu .. 
[mefs by opening the belly. But this is only on 
very extraordinary occafions. If chearfulnefs re .. 
fults from confcious innocence, one would ima .. 
gine their whole Ii':es had been unfullied with a 
'Crime. This, however, may be rather imputed 
to their feelings, which, though lively, are ne ... 
ver permanent. Under any misfortune, after the 
critical moment is paft.. they never labour un .. 
der the appearance of anxiety. Care never pro
duces a wrinkle 011 their brow; even the approach 
of death does not deprive them of their viva
city. I have feen them, when on the brink of 
the grave by difeafe, and when preparing to at
tack the enemy; but, in neither of thefe cafe9; 
have I ever obferved their countenances over .. 
clouded with melancholy or dread, 

Difpofed, as they naturally arc, to direer their 
aims to what will alford them eafe or pleaful'cj 
all their amufements tend to excite their am~ 
rous paffions; and their fongs, with which they 
are greatly delighted, are direered to the fame 
purpofe. A conftant fucceffion of fenfual enjoy .. 
me~ts muft however cloy; and they occafionally 
vaned them to more refined fubjeers; they chant'" 
cd their triumphS in war, and their amufements 
in peace; their travels and adventures; and the 
peculiar advantages of their own ifland. 

This 
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. This.fuews that they are immoderately fond ot 
mufic, and though they did not rdifh our com
plicated compofitions, they were much delighted 
,with the more melodious founds, when produced 
fingly, as they, in fome degree, refembled the 
fimplicity of their own. They equally experi_ 
ence the foothing effects produced by particular 
kinds of motion; which' in many cafes, win 
allay any perturbation of mind, as fuccefsfully 
as mufic. Of this, the following may ferve as a 
remarkable inftance. Walking one day about 
Matavai Point, 1 faw a man in a fmall canoe. 
paddling with fuch expedition, and looking fo 
eagerly about him, as to command my whole at_ 
tention. At tirft, I fuppofed he had been pilfer
ing from one of the {hips, and was purfued; but 
he prefently repeated his amufement. He pro
ceeded from the fhore to the place where the 
fwell begins; and, attentively watching its firft 
motion, paddled fwiftly before it, till he perceiv
ed it overtook him, and had acquired fufficient 
f;trength to force his canoe before it without 
pailing underneath; he then ceafed paddling. 
and was carried along as rapidly as the wave, till 
he was landed upon the beach; when he ftarted 
from his canoe, emptied it, and went in purfuit 
of another fwell. He reemed to experience the 
moft fupreme delight, while he was thus fwiftly 
and fmoothly driven by the fea. His mind was 
fo wholly occupied in this builnefs, that, though 

crowds 
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crowds of his countrymen were cJ>lIeCl:ed to ob ... 
{erve our tent~ and !hips, as being o~ie& that 
were both rare and curi'Jus to them, he did not 
notice them in the leall. Two or three of the 
natives drew near, while I was obferving him, 
and feemed to pHtake of his felicity; calling out 
to inform him when there was an appearance of 
a favourable fwell. This exercife, which 1 un
derlland is very frequent among them, is called 
thoroor. 

Though the language of Otaheite {cems radi
eally the fame as that of New Zealand and the 
Friendly Hlands, it has not that guttural pronun .. 
ciation, and is pruned of fame of the confonants, 
with whieh thofe dialects aboun'd; which has 
rendered it, like the manners of the inhabitants, 
foft and foothing. It abounds with beautiful and 
figurative expreffions, and is fo copious, that 
they have above twenty different names for the 
bread-fruit; as many for the laro root; and half 
that number for the cocoa-nut. 

They have one expreffion, correfponding ex
acHy with the phrafeology of the Scriptures, viz • 
.. Yearning of the bowels." They ·ufe it upon 
every oceafion, when affected by the paffions; 
conftantly referring pain from grief, defire, and 
other affections, to the bowels, as the feat of it; 
where, they imagine, all operations of the mind 
are alfo performed. 

In 
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In the arts, they are extremely deficient; yet 

they pretend to perform cures in furgery, whi"h 
our knowledge in that branch has not enabled us 
to" imitate. Simple fnaures are bound up with 
fplints, but, if a pare of the bone be loft, they 
infert between the fraetured ends a piece of 
wood, made hollow, to fupply its place. The 
rapao!J, or furgeon, 'infpects the wound in about 
five or fix days, when he finds the wood is partly 
covered by the growing fieth; and, in as many 
more days, vifits the patient a fecond time, when 
it is generally completely covered; and, when he 
has acquired fome 1hength, he bathes in the 
water, and is refrored. 

Wounds, it is well known, will heal over 
leaden bullets, and there are fome inftances of 
their healing over other extraneons bodies. BUl; 

what makes me entertain fome doubt of the truth 
of this relation, is, tha in thofe cafes which fell 
under my obfervation, they were far from being 
fo dexterous. I was thewn the ftump of an ar.m, 
which had been taken off, that had not the ap
pearance of a ikilful operation, after making a 
due allowance for their defeetive i.nftrum~llts·. 

And I faw a man going about with a diflocated 
fhoulder, fome months after he Iilad rtCei,v:~d the 
accidint,. from their b~ing lllila£qtaain.ted with a 
methQd r>f teducing it ~ though it i6 Qne Q£ the 
JiPilpl~ ,¥ta~icnl& e£ QIU LUr,er.y. 

Erac-
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Fractures of the fpine they know are mortar; 
and they alfo know, from experience, in what' 
particular parts of"the body wounds prove fatal.· 
Their phyfical knowledge feems yet more limit •. 
ed, becaufe, perhaps, their difeafes are fewer than 
their accidents. In fome cafes, however, the 
priefts adminifter the juices of herbs; and wo
men, affiiCl:ed with after-pains, or other com.' , -plaints after child-bearing, ufe a remedy which· 
fcerns unneceffary in a hot country. Having heated· 
fome ftones, they lay a thick cloth over them,
covered with a quantity of a fmall plant of the 
muftard kind; and over them is fpread another
cloth; on this they feat themfelves, and fweat· 
profufely to obtain a cure. This method has 
been praCl:ifed by the men, though ineffeCl:ualIy, 
for the cure of the venereal lues. It is remarkable.' 
that they have no emetic medicines here. 

A famine frequently happens in this ifland, not-' 
withftanding its extreme fertility, in which many· 
people are faid to perifh. Whether this cala-
miry be owing to the [canty produce of forne fea. 
fons, to over-population, or to war;;, I have not· 
been fufficiently informed; but it has taught, 
them to' exercife the ftricteft Il!conomy, even in 
the times of plenty. 

In a ftarcity of provifion, when their yams and 
bread-fruit are confumed, they haverecourfe to 
various roots which grow uncultivated 'upon. the 
mountains. The pa/arm, which is found in great 

plenty, 
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plenty, is firft ufed: it fomewhat refemqles a large 
potatoe, or yam; and, wh~n in its growing ftate •. 
is good, but becomes hard and ftringy when 
old. They next eat two other roots, one of which 
OIppears like taro; and then the eboee. Of this 
there are two forts; one of which poifeifes dele_ 
terious qualities, which requires it to be Diced. 
and macerated III water, a night before it is bak
ed for eating. It refembks, in this refpect, the 
cP.!1ava root of the Weft-Indies; bl\t, in the man
ner they drefs it, has a very infipid tafte. This 
al1d the p(ltan'a an: creeping plants, the latter 
having tern ate leaves. 

A very fmall portion of animal food is enjoy~ 
c:~ by the lower cla[s ofthe people; and if at any 
time they obtain any, it is either fifh, fea-eggs. 
or other marine productions; for pork hardly 
ever falls to their ihare. Only the Eree de hoi, 
is able to afford pork every day; and .the infe~l 
rior chiefs, according t9 their riches, perhaps 
once a week, a fortllight, or a month~ Some
times, indeed, they are not allowed that; for, 
when the i(land is impoveriih\!d by war, or any 
other qteans, a prohibition is granted againft thf< 
j(illing of hogs, which fOfl1etimes continues in 
force for feveral months~ and even for a year Or 
two. In fuch an interval., the hogs have multi_ 
plied fa faft, that there have been inftal1ces of 
their changing their qomefti<;: ftate, and becom ... 
illg wild. 

:When 
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When this ptohibition is taken off, the chief& 
afitmble at the ki'l'rg's nabitation, each ht-inging 
with him a prefent of hogs. After thi~, the king 
orders fome of them to be killed, of which they 
all partake, and each returns to his own home; 
with full penniffion to kilI as many as he pleafes
for his own ufe. On our arrival here, fuch a 
prohibition was aCl:ually in force, at leaft in thofe 
diftrias under the immediate direCl:ion of Otoo.
And, when we quitted Oheitepeha, fea:ring we 
ihould not have gone to Matava:i, he fent a mef
{enger to affure us, that, as foon as the fhips ar
rived there it fhould be taken off. We found 
it fo, but our confumption of them was fo great, 
that there is very little doubt but it would be
laid on again immediately after we- had failed.' 
A prohibition is fometimes extended' to fowls. 

The ava is chieAy ufed among the bettel' fort. 
of people, -but this beverage is differently pre
pared, from that whith \\c faw in the I"l'iendly 
Iflends-. Here they' pour a fmail quantity of 
water upon the root, and often bake, roaft, or 
bruife the ftalks, without chewing it before it 
is infufed. They al(o l'lruife the leaves of the 
plant here, and pour water upon them, as upon 
the root. It is nor drank in large companies; 
in that foci able way w1\ich is praCl:ifed among the 
people at Tongataboo; bur it has more' perni-
cious effeCts here; owing, perhaps, to rhe man-. 

ncr 
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her of its preparation; . as we faw frequent In

fiances of its intoxicating powers • 
. Many of us, who had vifited thefe iflands be~ 

fore, were furprized to find feveral of the natives, 
who were remarkable for their fize and corpu_ 
lency when we faw them laft, now almofr re .. 
duced .to !keletons; and the caufe of this altera .. 
tion was univerfally attributed to theufe.of the 
(Iva. Their !kins were dry, rough, and covered 
with fcales; which, they fay, occafionally fall oft:. 

. and their !kin becomes, in fome degree, renewed. 
As an excufe for fo defhucrive a pracrice, they 
aIIedge, it is to prevent their growing too cor
pulent; but it enervates them exceedingly, and 
probably fhortens the duration of their lives. 

Their meals at Otaheite are very frequent •. The 
firft is about two o'clock in the morning, after 
which they go to 11eep; the next is at eight; they 
dine at eleven, and again, as Omai expreifed it, 
at two, and at five; and they go to fupper at 
eight. They have adopted fome very whimfica! 
cuftoms in this article in domeftic life: the 
women are not only obliged to eat by themfelves, 
but are even excluded from partaking of moil: of 
the better forts of food. Turtle, or fifh of the 
tunny kind, they dare not touch, though it is 
high in efteem ; fome particular forts of the beft 
plantains are alfo . forbidden them; and even 
thofe of the .firft rank are feldom permitted to 

eat pork. The children of both fexes alfo eat 
VoL. II.-N° S.:fI apart; 
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apart; and the women ufually feeve up their 
own provifions. 

In this, and marly othet tu11:oms-, relative to 
their eating, there'is fomething excctdingly my[ .. 
terious. On our inquiring into the reafons "of 
it, we were totd, it was rteceti'aty that it fuootd 
be fo ; and that was the anfy anfwer we could 
receive when we interrOgated the'tl'l upM that 
fubjeCl:. 

They are not fo obfcure and rnyft:erious in their 
other cuftoms refpeaing the females, efpeciallf 
with regard to theirconneCl:ions with the men. 
When a ym:n1g man and woman, from mutua! 
choice, agree to cohabit, the man makes it pre'
fent to the father of'th'e gi'rl of the common tt. 
cetlariesof life, as hogs, clOth, or canoes; and 
if he fuppofes he has not 'received a val'ultbU:: 
confideration for his daughter, he compels her 
to leave her former ftiena, and to cohabit with 
a perf on who maybe more liberal. Th'e 'mai'l. 
indeed, is alwa~ at full liberty to make a new 
choice; or, fllOUld his corifort become a 'indt'her. 

he maydeftroy the child; and afterwards eirher 
leave the '~roman,or 'continue his cdllt1eCtioh 
with her. But if he adopts the child. and pfr
mits it to live, 'the man and woman are thettcotl
fIdered as in the married 1tate; and after that 
~hey reldorn feparate. A tnanrnayho'WCVet, 
1Vithoutbeing 'Cenfured, join a 'more youthful 

'pa~ 
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partner to his fuft wife; and live with both of 
them. 

The cuftom of changing their conjugal con
neCl:ions is very general, and is fo common an 
occurrence, that they mention it with indiffer ... 
ence. The erreoes, or thofe of the better fort, 
who poffefs the means of purchafing a fucceffion 
of frelh conneCl:ions, are generally roaming about; 
and, having no particular attachment, feldom 
adopt the plan of a fetded cohabitatiort .. And 
this licentious plan of life is fo agreeable to their 
difpofition, that the moft beautiful of both fexes 
exhauft their youthful days in praCl:ices which 
would difgrace the moll: favage tribes. Thefe 
enormities are peculiarly ihocking in a country 
whofe general charaCl:er has, in other refpeCl:s, 
evident traces of the prevalence of humane 
feelings. When an erreoe woman brings forth 
a thild, it is fuffocated by applying a cloth to 
its mouth and nofe, which has been previoul1y 
dipped in water. 

As the women, in fuch a life, muft contribute 
:greatly to its happinefs; it is furprifing that they 
ihQuld not only fuffer the tnoft humiliating re
ftraints, with regard to food, but fuould be of
ten treated with a degree of brutality, which one 
would fuppofe.a man mull: be incapable of to

ward. an objeCl: for whom he had the leaft affec
tion or ell:eem. lt is, however, extremely com
mgn to f~e the men beat them moll: unmerci~ 

H]. fulln 
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fully; and unlefs this behaviour proceeds fi'01l1 

jealoufy, which both fexes fometimes pretend to 
be infe8:ed with, t will be difficult to affign a 
reafon for it. This may the more readily be ad
mitted as a motive, as I have known many in
fiances where interefi has been reje8:eJ for per .. 
fonal beauty; though, even in thefe cafes, they 
are not fufceptible of thofe delicate fentiments 
that rcfuit from mutual affe8:ion. Platonic 
love is hardly known in Otaheite. 

From a notion of cleanlinefs, the cutting of 
the foreikin is a praCtice adopted among them; 
and they beftow a reproachful epithet upon thofe 
who negle8: that operation. 'When five or fix 
lads in a neighbourhood are pretty well grown 
up, it is made known to a faho:la by the fa_ 
ther of one of them. The taholta, attended 
by a fervant, conducts the lads to the top of 
the hills; and after feating one of them in a 
proper manner, phces a piece of wood beneath 
the fore!kin, at the fame time amufing him by 
dcfiring him to look afide at fomething which 
he pretends to fee; the young man's attention 
being thus engaged, he immediately cuts through 
the !kin with a fhark's tooth, and feparates the 
divided parts; then, after putting all a bandage, 
he performs the fam~ operation on the other lads 
who attend him. 

Five days after they have been thus difciplin
cd) they bathe, the bandages are removed, and 

the 
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the matter is deanfed away. When five days 
more are expired, they bathe again, and are 
"recovered; but, as a thicknefs of the prepuce 
remains, occafioned by the cutting, they again 
afcend the mountains with the taholla and fer
vant, where a fire is prepared. and fome il:ones 
'heated; between two of which the prepuce is 
placed by the tahoua, and is gently fqueezed, in 
order to remove the thicknefs. This done. they 
return home, adorned with odoriferous flowers; 
and the tahoua is rewarded by the fathers of the 
'lads, according to their feveral abilities, with a 
prefent of hogs and doth; and if their poverty 
wiII not permit them to make a proper acknow
ledgment, their relations on :this occafion are 
expected to be liberal. 

Their religious fyil:em abounds in fingularitie"S, 
and few of the common people have a compe
tent knowledge of it. that being ,principally con
fined to their prieil:s, which indeed are nume
rous. They pay no particular refpCL't to one 
'god, as poffefling -pre-eminence; but believe in 
a plurality of divinities, who have each a pleni
tude of power. 

As different parts of the ifland, and the other 
neighbouring iflands, Inve different gods, the 
refpective inhabitants imagine they have chofen 
the moil: eminent, or one \"ho i's at leale fuffi
dently powerful to protca them, and to fupply 
their neceflities. If he fhould not give them 

II J fatiiifactiona " 



lO~ A VOYAGE TO THE 

fatisfaClion, they think it no imfJiety to chang~ 
An infl:ance of this kind has lately happened in 
Tiaraboo, where two divinities have be~n dif ... 
carded, and Oraa, god of Bolabola, has been 
adopted in their room. They have probably been 
jnduced to make this new choice, becaufc his 
people have been viCl:orious in war; and hav ... 
ing, fince their new election, been fuccefsful a
gainft the inhabitants of Otaheite-nooe, it is fole
ly imputed to Oraa, who literally fights their 
battles. 

In ferving their gods, their affiduity is re
markably confpicuous. The whattas or offering .. 
places of the mQrais are, in general, loaded with 
fruits and animals; and almoft every houfe has a. 
portion of it fet apart for a fimilar purpofe. Many 
of them are fo rigidly fcrupulQUS in their reli
gious matters, that they will not even begin a. 
meal, till they have laid afide a morfel for the 
~atooa; and we have feen their fuperftitious zeal 
carried to a moft pernicious height in their hu
:plan facrifices, which are, I fear, too frequent. 
They probably have recour[e to them to avert 
misfortunes. Their prayers, which they always 
chant like the fangs in their fefti ve entertainments. 
are alfo very frequent. 

~s in other cafes, fo in religion, the women 
ar~obliged 'to fuew their inferiority .. Wben they 
pars the "morais they muft partly uncover them ... 
l"elves, or t\lke an exteUfive 'circuit to avoid them. 

ThQugh 
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'T~ey do not entertain an ,?pinion, that 
their god ml:ift be continually conferring bene_ 
fits~ w~thout fo~etimes forfaking them; they are 
lefs concerned at this, than at the attempts of 
fame inaufpicious being to injure them. Etee. 
they fay, as an )~vil fpirit, who delights in mif
chief; to whom they make offerings, as well as 
to their divinity. But all the mifchiefs they 
apprehend from invifible beings, are merely 
temporal. 

As to the foul, they believe jt to be both im_ 
mortal 'l-nd imma~rial; that during the pangs 
of d~ath, it keeps fluttering abOl~t the lips; and 
that it afeends, and is eaten py the deity: that it 
continues in this fiate for fom~ time; after which 
it takes its paffage !o a certain place, deftined to 
receive the fouls of men, and has exiftence in 
cte;nal night; pr rather iq a kinA of dawnl or 
~wiligl].t. 

They expecc no permanent puni1hment hereaf
ter for crimes committed upon earth; the fouls of 
good anQ bad Illen bein~ indifcriminately eaten 
\>y the deity. Bu~ they confider this coalition 
~s a kiJ1d (If neceffary plJrificatiou before they 
~nt,er ml! regions of ~lifs; for their doccrine in~ 
cuLcate$, that thofe who refrain from all fenfual 
connection with wo~en fome months before they 
~~P/lrt th~s life, pafs into their eternal manfion, 
\Yl~/1~t !ijcJ'\ a pr,eviQu$ unioJl, as if by fueh an 

Ii i ~bftinencq 
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abftinence they were fufficiently pure to be ex .. 
empted from the general lot. 

They have not indeed thofe fublime concep
tions of happinefs which our religion, and in
deed our reafon, teach us to expea hereafter.' 
Immortality is the only great privilege they think 
they fhall acquire by death; for they fuppofe that 
fpirits are not entirely divefted of thofe paffions 
by which they were aauated when combined 
wi th material vehicles. Thus, at a meeting of 
fouls which were formerly enemies, many con~ 
flias may enfue, which muft certainly be inef
feCl:ual as thofe who are in this invifible ftate 
muft be invulnerable. 

Their rcafoning is fimilar with regard to the 
meeting of a man and his confort. If the huf_ 
band departs this life firft, the foul of his wife is 
no ftranger to him on its arrival in the land of 
fpirits. They renew their former intimacy in a 
capacious building, called «ou1"(;oa, where de
parted fouls affemble to recreate theJIlfelves with 
the gods. The hufband then conducts her to 

his fcparate habitation, where they' eternally re_ 
fide, and have an offspring, which, however, is 
purely fpiritual,as their embraces are fuppofed' 
to be far different from thofe of corporeal beings. 

Many of their notions rcfpecting the Deity 
are extravagantly abfurd. They fuppofe him to 
be under the influence bf thore fpiries who de
rive their exiftence from him; and that they fre_ 

<J.uentlf 
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quently eat him, though he has power to re~ 
create himfelf. They cannot converfe about im~ 
'material things, without referring to material ob~ 
jects to convey their meaning, and therefore per
haps they ufe this mode of expreffion. 

They further add, that, in the fourooa, the 
'deity inquires whether they mean to def1:roy him. 
or not: and their determination is unalterable. 
This is not only known to the fpirits, but alfo 
to the inhabitants of the earth: for, when the 
moon is on its wane, they are fuppofed to be de
vouring their eafooa; and, in the proportion that 
it increafes, he is renewing himfelf. And the 
fuperior, as' well as the inferior gods are liable 
to this accident. 

Other places, they alfo believe, are prepared 
for the reception of departed fouls. Thus they 
are of opinion, that thofe who are drowned in 
the fea cominue there, and enjoy a delight
ful country, fumptuous habitation,s, and every 
thing that can contribute to their happinefs. They 
even maintain that all other animals have fouls; 
and even trees, fruit, and f1:ones; which, at their 
deceafe, or upon their being confumed or broken, 
afcend to the deity, from whom they pafs into 
lheir de!l:ined manfion. 

They imagine, that every temporal bleffing is 
derived from their punctual performance of re

\. ligious offices. They believe that the powerful 
jnJlyence of the divine fpirit IS univerfally dlf~ 

fufcd~ 



lOtS ... v 0 Y AGE TOT II! 

fufed, and therefore it cannot be matter of {ur .. 

prize that they adopt many fuperftitlOus opi
nions concerning its operations. Sudqen deat~, 
~nd all ather accidents, they fuppofe to btl 
effeeted under the immediate impilife of fOIlle 
divinity. If a man receives a wound in his toe, 
by ftumbEng againft ~ ftolle. it is imputed to !IQ 

Eatcca. 
In the night, on approaching a toopapf!IJ!J, 

\'ihere dead bodies are expofed, they are ftartleq 
and terrified; as many of our ignorant and fuper
fti~ious people are at the fight of a church-yard, 
or with the apprLhenfions of ghofi:~. They have 
~mp!icit confidence ill dreams, fuppofing them tQ 

be communications from their deity, or from the 
{pirits of their friend$ who have departed this life I 
and that thofe whQ are favoured with them can 
for;:tell [L!ture events: but this kind of knQwIedgfi 
is limited to particuJar perfons. Omai pretelJ9-
cd to have thefe communications. lie affure4 
us, that on the 26th of July, 1776, his father'~ 
fool had i!).tirnated to him in a dream. that h.e 
Ihould land fomewhele in three days; but he 
was unforlunate in his firft prophetic attempt, 
for we did not get into TelJerijfe till th~ firft of 
Auguft. 

. Tlg::r .dreamers, however, are thought li.ttla 
inferior to their infpired priefis and priefteffes" 
whofe predi,cl:ions arc u!).iverfally credited; a;!.Q 
an und~takin,gs of qm,feque~c i\Je Qe~e.r.m~~4 

, PI 
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by meItr. Opoony has a particular efteem for 
the prieftcfs who perfuaded him to invade Ulietea. 
and always confults her previous to his going to 
war. Our old doCtrine of planetary influence. 
they, in fome degree, adopt; and are fometimes 
regulated in their public councils by the ap
pearances of the moon. If, on its firft appear
ance after the change, it lies horizontally, they 
are encouraged to engage in war. and feem confi~ 
dent of fuccefs. 

They have ftrange obfcure traditions concern_ 
ing the creation. Some goddefs, they fay, had 
a lump of earth fufpended in a cord, and, by 
giving it a fwing round, fcattered about feveral 
pieces of land, which conftituted Otaheite and 
the adjacent iflands; and that they were all peo
pled by one of each fex, who originally fixed at 

Otaheite; but this only refpects their own iuune
diate creation; for they admit of an univerfal 
one before this. Their remoteft account extends 
to Tatooma and Tapuppa, who are male and fe_ 
male rocks, and fupport our globe. The[e begat 
Totorro, who was killed and divided into part>; 
or parcels of land; then Otaia and Oroo were 
produced, who were afterwapds married, and 
firft begat land, amd thea a race of g<>ds. Otaia 
being killed, 01'00 marries her [on, a god, named 
Teorraha, whom !he orders to create animals • 
.plore land, and ev:ery kind of food found upon 
.1;he earth. ~a.ljD ordered !lim to create l\ 

tky~ 
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fry, which is fupported by men, called Teeferei. 
The fpots obfervable in the moon, they fay, are 
groves of a certain tree, which once grew in 
Otaheite, and being accidentally defiroyed, fome 
doves carried its feeds thither, where they fiouri{h 
at this day. 

They have many religious and hifioricaI Ie~ 

gends; one of which, relative to eating human 
fieth, is in fubfianceas follows: A very long 
time ago there lived, at Otaheite, two men who 
were called 'faheeai; a name which is now given 
to cannibals. They inhabited the mountains, 
whence they iifued forth and murdered the na
tives, whom they afterwards devoured, and thus 
prevented the progrefs of population. Two bro~ 
thers, anxious to rid the country of fuch enemies, 
fuccefsfully put in prattice a 1hatagem for their 
deftruttion. They lived farther upward than the 
Cf'aheeai, and v;ere fo fituated, that they could 
converre with them without hazarding their own 
fafety. They invited them to partake of an en
tertainment, to which they readily confented. 
The brothers then heated fome ftones in a' fire, 
and tbrufting them into pieces of mabee, requelU 
cd one of the 'faheeai to open his mouth; when 
one of thofe pieces was immediately dropped in, 
and fome water poured after it, which, in quench
·ing the fione, made a hilling noife and killed 
him. The other was intreated to do the fame; 
,but at firft declined it, mentioning the confe-

quences 
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quences of his companion's eating: but upon 
being affured that the food was excellent, that 
thefe effeCts were only temporary, and that his 
companion would [oon recover, he was fa ere. 
dulous as to fwallow the bait, and was alfo killed. 

Their bodies were then cut to pieces, and bu~ 
ried by the natives, who rewarded the brothers 
with the government of the ifland, for delivering 
them from fuch monfters. They refided at Wha~ 
paeenoo, a diftriCt in the ifland, where there now 
remains a bread-fruit tree, which was once the 
property of the Cfaheeais. They had a woman 
who lived with them, that had two enormous 
teeth. After they were killed, !he lived at Ota
ha; and, when !he died, !he was ranked among 
their deities. She did not, like the mcn, feed 
upon human fle!h; but, from the prodigious fize 
of her teeth, the natives ftiH call any animal that 
has large tufks, Cfaheeai. 

This fiory, it muft be acknowledged, is as na
tural as that of Hercules deftroying the hydra, 
or of Jack the Giant-killer. But it does not appear 
that there is any moral couched under it, any 
more than under moft of the old fables, which 
have been received as truths in ignoranr ages. 
It, however, was not injudicioufly introduced, 
as ferving to exprefs the deteftation entertained 
here againft cannibals. And yet it appears pro
babIc, from fome circumftances, that the natives 
of there iDes formerly fed !lpon human Befll. 

Upon 
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Upon afking Omai a few queftiOlls upon this {ill!. 

jeer, he refolutely denied it; though, at the famt 
rime, he related a faa within his own knowledge. 
which almoft eflablifhes filch a cO:ljecture. 

When the Bolabala men defeated thofe ot 
Huaheine, many of his kinfmen were flain; but 
a relation of his had an opportunity of 'being re
venged, when the people of Bo!abola were worft .. 
ed in. their turn; and, cutting a piece of fldlI 
fi'Omthe thigh of one of his enemies, he broiled 
and devoured it. The offering made to the 
cruef of the eye of the perkm facrificed, appears 
to be a vliilige of a cuftom that once exifled 1:0 a 
greatcrcxtcnt. 

The principal' charaCl:erifiics of the Iovereigtt 
are, the being invefied with the m.1ro, the pre .. 
fiding at human facrifices, and the blowing of 
"the conch-fuell. On hearing the latter, every 
fubjeCl: is obliged to bring food, in.proportion to 
his circumfiances, to his royal refidence. Their 
veneration for his name, on fome oecafions, they 
<:arry to a mofi extravagant height. When be 
accedes to the 11Iaro, if any words in the language 
are found to have a refemblanee to it in foun~ 
they arc immediately changed for others; and" 
lf any man thouJd be pre[umptuous enough to 
continue the ufe ofthofi! words, not only he, but 
his Whole f.'tmily are put to death. 

A fimilar fate attends all thofe who ihall dare 
to apply the ['tered name of the fovereign to any 

animal. 
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animal. Whence Omai, when in England, ex ... 

pre1fed his indig'MtiOl'l, that the names of prince 
or ptincefs iliould be given to out dogs or horfes. 
But though <!eam. is the puniibment for taking 
this liberty with the naine of the fovcreign, abufe 
againfi his government is only pnnifhed with th-t 
forfeitUre of land and houfes. 

The fovereign never de-igns to enterthe h~bi~ 
ration of any of his fUbjecls; in evety difiritl:. 
where he vifirs, he has hoo[es helonging to him
felf. And if, by accident, he fhould ever be 
Obliged to deviate from this rule, the habitation 
thus hdl'l'oured with his prefence, together witA. 
its furniture, is enti-rdy burnt. 'Vhell pre[cnt, 
his fll~jea:s uncover to him as low as the \\'aift~ 

~nd when he is at any particular place, a pole 
17i'ih a piece -of doth affixed to it, is fet up in 
fomecol1fpicudtl's patt near, on which the fame 
honours afe bel1owed. To the firll part of thi& 
cctemonyhis brothers areentided; but the wo
inch only Uncover to the royal females. 

They are even fuperfiitious inrefpctl: to their 

fdveteign, and 'd1:eemhis petfon as almoft filct-ed. 
'To thefe citcutnftances, perhaps, -he is indebted 
for the quret poffeffion of his dominions. Even 
the people of 'Tiaraboo admit his claim to the ' 
fime honours, though they'efte'em their own chief 
as more powetful,a-nd :lifert -that, fhould the 
rreigrting famiilybecome e~tina:, he would fucceed 
to the government of the~'hole Wand.. 

This 
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This indeed is probable, as Waheiadooa, ~~ 
cIufive of Tiaraboo, poffeffes many diftrid:s of' 
Opooreanoo. The extent of his territories is, 
therefore, almoft equal to thofe of Otoo; and his
parr of the illand is more populous and fertile. 
His fubjed:s, too, have iliewn their fuperiority, 
by frequently defeating thofe of Otaheite-nooe; 
whom they hold in a contemptible light as war
riors; and over whom they might be eafily vic .. 
torious, if their chief fhould be inclined to put it 
to the teft. 

The people, exclufive of the Em: de hO/~ and 
his 6.mily, are claffed in the following order. 
The Erees, or powerful chiefs; the Mal1ahoone, 
or vaffals; and the creoll, or crOll/Oil, fcrvants or 
Haves. The men, 'agreeably to the regular infti
tution, connect themfelves with women of their 
refpeCl:ive ranks; but if with one of an inferior 
clafs, and fhe brings forth a child, it is not only 
prcferved, but is entitled to the rank of the father; 
unlefs he fhould happen to be an Erre, in which 
cafe the child is killed. 

If a woman of condition permits a man of in
ferior rank to officiate as a huiband, the children 
they produce are aifo killed. And if a creolt be 
detected in an intrigue with a female of the royal 
family, he is punifhed with death. The fon of 
the Eree de hOI~ at his birth, fucceeds his father 
in titles and honours: but, if he has no children, 
the government devolves to his brother at his 

death. 



PAC I FIe 0 C E: A N. 113 

death. Poifeffions,. in other families, defcend to 
the eldeft fon, who is neverthelefs obliged to 
fupport his brothers andfifters, and allow them 
houfes on his eftates. 

Otaheite is divided into feveral diftriCl:s j the 
botmdaries of which are generally rivulets or low 
hills; but the fubdivifions, by which particular 
property is afcertained, are pointed out by large 
ftones, which have continued from generation to 

generation. O!:!arrels are fometimes produced 
by the removal of thefe ftones, which are decided 
by battle; each party claiming the affiftanc~ of 
his friends. But upon a complaint being pro
perly made to the Eree de hoi. he determines the 
difference in an amicable manner. 

There offences, however, are not common; 
and property feems to be as fecure here from long 
cuftom, as from the fevereft laws in other coun
tries. It is an eftablifhed praCl:ice among them. 
that crimes which are not of a general nature. 
are left to be punifhed by the party who is in
jured, fuppofing that he will decide as equitably 
as' a perf on totally unconcerned: and long cuf
tom having allotted certain punifhments for cer
tain crimes, he may infiiCl: them without being 
amenable to anyone. If, for inftance, any per
fan be deteCl:ed ftealing, which is ufually done in 
the night, the owner of the goods ftolen may kill 
the thief immediately. But they feldom infiiCl: fo 
revere a punifhment, unlefs the property taken is 

VOL. II.-NQ i. I very 
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very vaImlble, fItCh as plaited hair and breaff ... 
plates. When vnly cloth, or hogs, are floFent 
and the robberefcapes, if, upon his being after
wards difcovered, he engages to return th~ fatn~ 
number of hogs, ana pieces of doth, he his ac
quitted of the offence; or, at maft~ receives a. 
flight beating. 

If, in a quarrel, one perron thoufd kin anOther .. 
the friends of the deceafed attack the furvivor 
and his adherents. If they are viCtorious, they 
take poffeiTron of the houfe and property of rh1:' 
!tther party; but if they are vanquifhed, the re
verfe takes place. Should a Manahoon( kill the 
nave ofa chief, the latter fei-zes the prop'erryof 
the former, who flies the country. A few montha. 
after, he returns, and finding his flock of hogs. 
increafed, makes a large prefent of thefe !ln3 
other valuable articles, to the ':Tou/ou's ·maftcr·; 
who generally confiders it as a compenfation, ana 
fuffers him to repoffefs his premifes. But it it 
not furprizing that the killing of a man fuoulti 
be confidered as fo trifling an offence, among It 

people who do not think it a crime to murder 
their own children. On converfing with them 
concerning fuch inflances of unnatural ctoolty. 
and afking them if their ~hiefs were not offend.. 
cd, and did not punifh them? they faid the chidf 
nad no right to interfere in fuch cafes,' evc!~ ~ 
'being at liberty to do what he pleafed withhia 
~\\;nchild.· 

Though 
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Though the people, their cuftoms and man
hers, and the productions of the iflands in the 
neighbouthood, may in general be confidcred 
the fame as at Otaheite, yet there are a few diffe
rences. In the little iI1and Mataia, or Ofnaburgh 
Inand, which lies twenty leagues eaft of Otaheite • is fpoken a different dialect from that ofOtaheite. 
The men of Mataia alfo wear long hair; and pre
vious to their fighting, cover their arm with fome
thing befet with {harks' teeth, and their bodie3 
with a fkin of fillies, not unlike lliagreen. They 
are likewife ornamented with polillied pearl fllClIs, 
which make a refulgent glittering in the fun; and 
they have a very large one before, which covera 
them like a lliieid. 

In the language of Otaheite, there are many 
words and phrafes very different from thofe of 
the illands to the weftward of it. It is remark
able for producing, in great abundance, that de
lici~us fruit which we call apples, which are not 
to be found in any of the others, except Eimeo. 
It alfo produces an odoriferous wood, called eahoi. 
which is much efteemed at the other illes. Hua
heine and Eimeo produce more yams than the 
'other iflands; and upon the hills at Mourooa a 
particular bird is found, which is highly valued 
for its white feathers. 

Befides the number or clufter of iflands, ex .. 
tending from Mataia to Mourooa, we were in
f~rmed by the people at Otaheite, that there waS 

I z a low 
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a low uninhabited ifland, called Mopeeha; ana 
alfo feveral low Wands to the north-eafiward, 
at the difiance of about two days fail with a fair 
wind. 

At Mataeeva, it is faid to be cufiomary for 
men to prefent their daughters to firangers who 
,vifit that il1and. The pairs however, mufi lie 
· near each oth.er for the fpaceof five nights, with
.out prefuming to take any liberties. On the fixdt 
evening, the father entertains his guefi with food, 
and orders the daughter to receive him that 
night as her hufband. Though the bed-fellow 
be ever fo difagreeable to the firanger, he muft 

;not dare to exprefs the Jean diflike; for that is 
an unpardonable affront, and punifuable with 
·death. Forty men of Bolabola, whom curiofitt 
had incited to go to Mataeeva, were treated in 
this manner; one of them having declared hit 
averfion to the female who f(lll to his lot in the 
hearing of a boy, who mentioned it to the father • 

. Fired with this information, the Mataeevans fell 
· upon them; but the Bolabolans killed thrice 
their own number, though with the lofs of the 
· whole party, except five. Thefe at firfi conceal~, 
· ed themfel ves in the woods, and afterwards cf .. 
{eeted their efcape in a canoe. 

The low ifles are perhaps the farthefi navi~ 
.gation performed by the inhabitants ofOtaheite. 
and the Society Iflands. Monfieur de Bougain.. 
;ville is certainly in an error. when he fays, " Thefe 

peopl~ 
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people fometimes navigate at the diflance of more 
than three hundred leagues*." For it is deemed 
a fort of prodigy, that a canoe, which was once 
driven from Otaheite in a fWrm, fhould have ar~ 
rived at Mopeeha, though diretl:ly to leeward, at 
no great diftance. Their knowledge of difiant 
Wands is merely traditional; communicated to 
them by the natives of thofe illands, who have 
b~en accidentally driven upon their coafis. 

C HAP. x. 
I;rqfecution qf our Voyage, after our Departure from' 

Ihe Society Ijles-Chrijimas Ijland difcovered
Supplies qf Fifo and <furtle-Solar EclipJe
DiftreJs qf two Seamen who bad loft their Way

Singular mode of refreJhing. himJelf praElifed by 
one of thife Stragglers-liifcription left in a Bot-, 
Ile-Soil qf the lj1and dijcribed-<frees and Plants 
-Birds, and other Animals-Further Partieu.' 

lars rifpeEling Cbriftmas Ijland. 

U PON our quitting Bolabola, and taking 
leave of the Society Wands, on Monday, 

the 8th of December, we, fteered to the north
ward, with the wind between north-eafi and eaft. 

• BougainviJle'. Voyage autour du Moude, p. us. 
I J fc.arcc 
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fcarce ever having it in the fouth;..eafl point, till 
after we had croired the equator. Though a year 
and five months had nowelapfed fince our depar
ture from 'England, during which period we had 
not been, upon the whole, unprofitably employed; . 
Captain Cook was fenfible that, with refped: to 
the principal object of his inftruttions, our voyag~ 
might be confidered, at this time, as only at its 
commencement; and, therefore, his attention to 
whatever might contribute towards our fafety and 
final fuccefs, was now to be exerted as. it were 
anew. He had with this view examined into the 
flate of our provifions at the iflands we had laft 
vifited; and having now, on leaving them, pro .. 
ceeded beyond the extent of his former difco
veries, he ordered an accurate furvey to be taken 
of all the flores that were in each fhip, that, by 
being fully informed of the quantity and condi
tion of every article, he might know hoW-to ure 
them to the greateft advantage. 

Before we quitted the Society HIes, we had 
taken every opportunity of inquiring of the na
tives, whether there were any iflal1ds fituate in a 
northerly or north-wefterly direl'l:ion from them; 
but it did not appear that they knew of any: ndf 
did we meet with ilny thing by which the vicinitt 
of land was indicated, ,till, we begnn, -about the 
Jatitude (}f 80 fouth, to fee boobies, -rr.en-'Of-war 
birds, terns, tropic-birds, and a few other forts. 
Our longitude~ at this time, was 2050 eafl. In 

the 
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tbe night between the 22d and 23d, we croifed 
the equinoctial line; and on the 24th, foon after 
day-break, we difcovered land bearing north-eail: 
by eaft. It was found, upon our making a nearer 
approach to it, to be one of thofe low Wands 
which are fo frequently met with in this ocean 
between the tropics; that is, a narrow bank of 
bnd that inclofes the fea within. We obferved 
fome cocoa-nut trees in two or three places; bur 
the land in general had a very fteril afpea. At 
twelve o'dock it was about four miles diftant. 
On the weftern fide, we found the depth of water 
to be from forty to fourteen fathoms, over a 
f'andy bottom. 

Captain Cook being of opinion that this ifland 
would prove a convenient place for procuring 
turtle, refolved to anchor here. We accordingly 
dropped our anchors in thirty fathoms water; 
and a boat was immediately difpatched t() fcarch 
for a commodious Ianding-place. When fhe re
turned, the officer who had been employed in this 
fearch, reported, that he found no place where a 
boat could land; but that fifh greatly abounded 
in the fhoal-water, without the breakers. Early 
the next morning, which was Chriftmas-day, two 
.hoats wece fent, one from each fhip, to examine 
more accurately whether it was practicable to 
land; and, at the fame time, two others were or
dered out to fifh at a grappling near the fhore. 
Tht:fe Iaft returned about eight, with as many fifh 

I + ~ 
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as weighed upwards of two hundred pounds. En. 
couraged by this fuccefs, the Commodore dif. 
patched them again after break fail: ; and he then 
went himfelf in another boat to view the coaft •. 
and attempt landing. which, however, he found 
to be impraCticable. The two boats which had 
been fent out on the fame fearch, returned about 
twelve o'clock; and the mail:er, who was ill that 
belopging to the Refolution, reported to Captain 
Cook: that about four or five miles to the north. 
ward" there being a break in the land, and a chan
nel in the lagoon, there was confequently a 
proper place for landing; and that he had found 
off this entrance the fame foundings as we had 
where we now were il:ationed.· In confequence 
of this report we weighed, and, after two or three 
trips, anchored again over a bottom of fine dark 
fand, before a little ifiand lying at the entrance, of 
the lagoon .. 

On Friday the 26th, in the morning, the Com .. 
modore ordered Captain Clerke to fend out a 
boat, with an officer in it, to the fouth·cail: part 
of the lagoon, in queil: of turtle; and went h·im. 
felf with Mr. King, each in a boat, to the north
cail: part. It was his intention to have gone to 
the eail:ern extremity; but the wind not permit. 
ting it, he and Mr. King landed more to leeward. 
on a fand y flat, where they caught one turtle. 
which was the only one they faw in the lagoon. 
They ·waded through the water to all- iOand, where 

they 
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they found nothing but a few birds. Captain 
Cook, leaving Mr. King here to obferve the fun's 
meridian altitude, proceeded to the land that 
bounds the fea towards the north-weft, which he 
found even more barren than the laft-mentioned 
ifle; but walking over to the fea-'coaft, he obferved 
five turtles clofe to the fuore, one of which he 
caught, he then returned on board, as did Mr. 
King foon afterwards. Though fo few turtles 
were obferved by thefe two gentlemen, we did not 
defpair of a fupply; for forne of the officers of 
the Difcovery, who had been afuore to the fouth
ward of the channel leading into the lagoon, had 
more fuccefs, and caught feveral. 

The next morning, the cutter and pinnace were 
difpatched, under the command of Mr. King. 
to the f0uth-eaft part of the ifland, within the la
goon, to catch turtle; and the fmall cutter was 
fent ~owards the north for the fame purpofe. 
Some of Captain Clerke's people having been on 
:!hore all night, had been fo fortunate as to tur~ 
upwards of forty turtles on the fand, which were 
this day brought on board; and, in the courfe of 
the afternoon, the party detached to the north
ward returned with half a d04en; and being fent 
back again, continued there till we departed from 
the ifland, having, upon the whole, pretty good 
fuccefs. The day following (the 28th) Captain, 
Cook, accompanied by Mr. Bailey, landed on 
t:he Wand fltuate between ~he tWO channels into 

the 
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the lagoon, to prepare the telefcopes for obferving 
the folar eclipte that was to happen 01'1. the 30th. 
Towards noon, Mr. King returmed with ont! boat 
and eight turtles; feven being left behind to be 
brought by the other boat, whofe people were 
occupied in catching more; and, in the evening. 
the fame boat conveyed them provifions and 
\vater. Mr. William[on now went to fuperinterul 
this bufinefs in the room of Mr. King, who re
mained on board, in order to attend the obfer
vation of the eclipfe. The next day the tWI) 
boats, laden with turtle, were fent back to the 
fuip by Mr. WiHiamfon, who at the fame time. 
in a meffage to Captain Cook, requefied. that the 
boats might be ordered round by fea, as he had 
difcovered a landing-place on the fouth-eafi fide 
of the illand, where the greateft numbers of turtles 
Welt: caught; fa that, by difpatching the boats 
thither, the trouble of carrying them over the 
bnd (as had been hitherto done) to the infide of 
the lagoon, would be faved. This advice wa$ 

followed. 

On' Tuefday the 30th, Captain Cook, an.d 
MeWrs. King and Balley, repaired in the morn
ing to the fmall ifland above-mentioned, to ob
{erve the eclipfe of the fun. The fky was over
call: "at times; but it was clear when the eclip(e 
ended. In the afternoon, the party who had .bec;p. 
employed in catching turtle at the fOQth-ell,fier.n 
part of the ifland, returned on bQard. except a 

railor 



PACIFIC OCEAN. 

failor belonging to Captain Clerke's :!hip, who 
had been miffing fot two days. At firft, there 
were t,,'o men who had loft their way; but hap_ 
pening to difagree with refpeCt to the track that 
was moil: likely to bring them to their compa
nions, they had feparated; and one of them 
found means to rejoin the party, after an abfence 
of twenty-four hours, during which he had expe_ 
rienced great diil:refs. There being no fre:!h 
:water in the whole Wand, and not one cocoa-nut 
"tree in that part of it, he, in order to allay his 
thirft, had recourfe to the extraordinary expedient 
of drinking the bleod i)f turtle, which he killed 
for that purpofe. His method of refre:!hing him_ 
felf, w'hen fatigued, was equally fingular, though 
he faid he felt the good effeCts of it: he undreffed 
himfelf, and lay down in the :!hallow water on the 
'beach for fome time. 

How thefe two men had contrived to lofe their 
way, was a matter of aftoniihment. The land 
over which their journey lay, from the fea-coafi; 
to the lagoon, where the boats were ftationed, did 
not exceed three miles acrofs; nor was there any 
thing that could impede their view; for the coun_ 
try was level, with a few :!hrubs difperfed about 
it; and, from many parts, the mafts of our veffels 
couldbe eafily difcerned. This, however, was a 
rule of direCtion which they,did not think of; nor 
did they recolleCt in what part of the ifiand the 
fuips lay at anchor i an,d they were tOtally at a 

, lofs 
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lofs how to get back to them, or to the party they 
had fo carelefsly ftraggled from. Confidering 
what ftrange people the generality of failors are, 
while on ihore, we might, inftead of being much 
furprized that thefe two ihould thus lofe them. 
felves, rather wonder that no more of the party 
were miffing. 

Captain Clerke was no fooner informed that one 
of the ftragglers was ftill in this difagreeable fitua
tion, than he detached a party in fearch of him; 
but neither the man nor the party having re
turned, the next morning the Commodore ordered 
two boats into the lagoon, to profecute the fearch 
by different tracks. In a ihort time after, Cap
tain Clerke's detachment returned, with their 
loft companion; in confequence of which the 
boats difpatched into the lagoon were called back 
by fignal. This man's diftrefs mull: have been 
far greater than that of the other ftraggler; not 
,only as he had been loft a longer time, but as he 
was too delicate to drink turtle's blood. 
. Having fome yams and cocoa-nuts on board, 
in a ftate of vegetation, we planted them, by 
Captain Cook's order, on the fmall ifland where 
he had obferved the late ec1ipfe; and fome feeds 
of melons were fown in another place. The 
Captain alfo left on .that little ine a bottle, con
taining the following infcription: 

Georg-ius :fertius, Rex, 31 Decembris, 1777. 

Nt ' {Rifolution, Jac. Cook, Pro 
tr"cs. Di/c(J'1.Jcr,y. Gar. Clerke, Pro 

On 
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On Thurfday the 1ft of January, 1778, the 
Commodore fent out feveral boats to bring on 
board our different parties employed ailiore, with 
the turtle which they had caught. It being late 
before this bufinefs was completed, he thought 
proper to defer failing till the next morning. We 
procured at this ifland, for both iliips, about three 
hundred turtles, which weighed, one with another, 
about ninety pounds: they were all of the green 
fort, and perhaps not inferior in goodnefs to any 
in the world. We alfo caught, with hook and 
line, a great quantity of fifh, principally confift
ing of cavallies, fnappers, and a few rock-fifh of 
two fpecies, one with whitifh ftreaks fcattered 
~bout, and the other with numerous blue fpots. 

Thefoil of this ifland (to which Captain Cook 
gave the name of Chriftmas Wand, as we kept 
that feftival here) is, in fome places, light and 
blackifh, compofed of fand, the dung of birds, 
and rotten vegetables. In other parts it is formed 
of broken coral-ftones, decayed fhells, and other 
marine produCl:ions. Thefe are depouted in long, 
narrow ridges, lying parallel with the fea-coaft; 
and muft have been thrown up by the waves, 
though they do not reach, at prefent, within a 
mile of fome of thefe places. This feems to 
prove inconteftably, that the ifland has been pro
duced by different acceilions from the fea, and 
is in a ftate of augmentation; the broken piecei 
,!f ,oml, and likwife many of the ilidls, being 

too 
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too large and heavy to have been brought tratI1 
the beach by any birds to the places where they 
are now lying. We could not find any where a 
drop of ftdh water, though -we frequently dug 
for it. We met with feveral ponds of fait water, 
which, as they had no vifible communication with 
the fea, were probably filled by the water1Htrating . 
through the fand during the time of high tides. 
One of the men who loft their way found forne 
fait on the fouth-eaftern part of the if1and. We 
could not difcover the fmalleft traces of any human 
creature having ever been here before us; and, 
indeed, fhould anyone be accidentally driven on 
the if1and, or left there, he would hardly be able 
to prolong his exiftence. For, though there are 
birds and. fifh in abundance, there are no vifible 
means of allaying thirft, nor any vegetable that 
would ferve as a fubftitute for bread, or correct 
the bad effects of an animal diet. On the few 
cocoa-nut trees upon the ifland we found very 
little fruit, and that little not good. 

A few low trees were obferved in fame parts, 
befides feveral fmall fhrubs and plants, which 
grew in a very languid manner. We found a fort 
of purf1ain, a fpecies of fida, or Indian maUow, 
and another plant that feemed, from its leaves, to 
be a meJembrvanthemum; with two forts of grafs. 
Under the low trees fat vaft numbers of a new 
fpecies of tern, o.r egg-bird, black above, and 
white below, having a white arch on the fore-

head. 



, A elF leo C E A 1'1'. 

head. Thefe birds are fomewhat larger than the 
common nodd1; their eggs are bluiih, and 
fpeckled with black. There were likewife many 
common boobies; a fort greatly refembling a 
gannet; and a c~ocolate-coloured fpecies, with a 
white~beny. Men-of-war birds, curlews, plovers, 
tropic-billds, petrels, &c. are alfo to be feen here. 
We faw feveral rats, fmaller than ours. There 
were numbers of land-crabs, and fxnall li~ds. 

Chriftmas IIland is fuppofed by Captain Cook 
to be between fifteen and twenty leagues in cir
cuit. Its form is femi-circular; or like the moon 
in her laft quarter, the two horns being the north 
and fouth points. The weft fide, or the fmall 
il1and fituate at the entrance into the lagoon, lie, 
in the longitude of 2020 30' eaft, and in the lati
tude of 10 59' north. 

,Like moft of the other iDes in this ocean, 
Chriftmas II1and is furrounded by a reef of coral 
rock, extending but a little way from the ihore.; 
and further out than this reef, on the weftern 
fIde, is a bank of fand, which extends a mile into 
'the fea. There is good anchorage on this bank, 
in any depth between eighteen aud thirty fathoms. 
During our continuance here, the wind generally 
blew a frefh gale at eaft by fouth, or eaft; and we 
had conftantly a great fwell from the northward~ 
whiCh broke on the reef in a ve~y violent furf. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. XI. 

trhm IjIands difcovered-'1he Inhabitants if A/oJ, 
approach us in their Calloes-'1heir Peifons deJ 
fi:rihed-Some if them venture on board-'1heir 
Amazement on that Occajion-Prtcautions again) 
importing the Venereal Difeqfe into the IjIand
One if the Natives ktlled-'1he Ships caji An
chor-'1he Commodore's Reception 011 landing
His Excmjion into the Country with MdJrs. 
Webber and Anieifon-Difcription if a MO/"ai 
and ils Obe!ijk-'1he Cujiom if offering hu~ 

man Villims prevalent among thife People
Curious feathered Cloaks and Caps-The Rifo
lution dl'ivenfrom Atooi Road-The !Jle if Once
heow '/-'ijited-Some if our People are detained tJ1Z 

Shore-Animals and Seeds lift at Oneeheow
Cujloms if tbe Natives-The Ships proceed to the 
Northward. 

W EIGHING anchor at day.break, on 
, Friday the 2d of January, 1778, we reo 
fumed our northerly cDurfe, with a gentle breeze 
.at eait, and eaft.fouth-eaft, which continued tin 
we arrived in the latitude of 7· 45' north, ,and 
the longitude of 205 eaft, where we had a day of 
,perfect calm. A north-eaft-by-eaft wind ~hen 
fucceeded, "hich blew faintly at firft, but frefben
cd as we proceeded northward. We daily ob
krved tropic-birds. men-of-war birds. boobies, 

&c. 
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&c. and between the latitude of roO and 11° north, 
-we faw feveral turtles. Though all thefe are 
confidered as figns of the proximity of land, we 
difcovered none till early in the morning of Sun
day the 18th, when an illand appeared, bearing 
north-eaft-by-eaft. Not long after,. more land 
was feen, which bore north, and was totally de
tached from the former. At noon, _ the firft was 
fuppofed to be eight or nine leagues diftant. 
Our longitude at this time was 200° 41' eaft, 
and our latitude, 2 l' 12' north. The hext day, 
at fun rife, the illand firft feen bore eaft, at the 
diftance of feveral leagues. Not being able to 
reach this, we fuaped our courfe for the other; 
and foon after obferved a third illand, bearing 
weft-north-weft. 
, We had now a fine breeze at eaft-by-north; 
and at noon the fecond illand, named Atooi. 
for the eaft end of which we were fieering, wal:; 
about two leagues diftant. As we made a nearer 
approach, many of the inhabitants put off from 
the fuore in their canoes, and very readily came 
along-fide the fuips. We were agreeably fur
prized to find that they fpoke a dialeCl: of the 
Otaheitean language. They could not be pre
vailed upon by any entreaties to come on board. 
Captai~ Cook tied fame brafs medals to a rope, 
which he gave to thofe who were in one of the 
canoes; . and they, in return, faftened 
mackarel to the rope, by way of equivalent. 

'VoL.II.-)I°9' K 

fome. 
This 

was 
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was repeated; and fome fmall nails, or pieces df 
iron, were given them; for which they gave in 
exchange fome more fiih, and a fweet potatoe; a 
fure indication of their having fome notion of 
bartering, or at leaft, of returning one prefent 
for another. One of them even offered for fale 
the piece of fluff which he wore about his waHl. 
Thefe people did not exceed the ordinary fize, 
and were ftoutly made. Their complexion was
brown; and though there appeared to be little 
difference in the cafts of their colour, there was 
a confiderable variation in their features. Molt 
of them had their hair cropp. cd rather fhort; 

a few had it tied in a bunch at the top of the 
head; and others fuffered it to flow loofe. It 
feemed to be naturaI1y black; but the generality 
of them had ftained it with fome fluff which 
communicated to it a browniih colour. Moft of 
,hem had pretty long beards. They had no or .. 
naments about their perfons, nor did we obferve 
lIhat they had their ears perforated. Som€ gf them 
lVere ta/aaed on the hands, or near the groin; 
and the pieces of doth, which were worn by them 
round their middle, were curioufly coloured with 
white, black, and red. They feemed to be mild 
and good-natured; and were fumiihed with no 
arms of any kind, except forne fmall ftones, which 
they had manifeftly brought for their own cit. 
fence; and thefe they· threw into the fea when 

dtey found that there WaJ no occa.fion fOr them. 
As 
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As we perceived no figns of an anchoring-place 
lt this ea:ftetn extremity of the if1and, we bore 
away to leeward, and ranged along the fouth
taft fide, at the diftance of about a mile and a 
ilalf from the fuore. The canoes left us when 
we made fail; but others came off, as we pro
ceeded along the coaft, and brought with them 
-pigs and fome excellent potatoes, which they ex
changed for whatever we offered to them; and 
feveral fmall pigs were purchafed by us for a fix~ 
'penny nail. We paired divers villages; fome of 
which were fituated near the fea, and others fur
ther up the country. The inhabitants of all of 
them came in crowds to the fuore, and affembled 
on the elevated places to take a view of the fuips. 
On this fide of the if1and the land rifes in a gen
tle acclivity from the fea to the bottom of the 
mountains, which occupy the central part of the 
country, except at one place near the eaftern 
-end, there they rife immediately from the fea: 
they feemed to be compofed of fione, or rocks 
lying in horizontal flrata. We obferved a few 
trees about the villages; near which we could 
alfo difcern feveral plantations of fugar-canes 
and plantains. We continued to found, but 
did not fl:rike ground with a line of fifty fa
thoms, till we came -abreaft of a low point, near 
,the north-weft extremity of tpe if1and, where we 
found from twelve to fourteen fathoms, over a 
~ocky bottom. Ha.ving paffed this point, we 

j{ ~ met 
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met with twenty fathoms, then fixteenj twdve, 
and at laft five; over a bottom of fand. We 
fpent the night in ftanding off and on; and, the 
next morning, ftood in for the land. We were 
met by feveral canoes filled with natives, fame 
of whom ventured to come on board. 

None of the inhabitants we ever met with be~ 
fore, in any other ifland or country, were fa afti:>~ 

niibed as thefe people were upon entering a ibip. 
Their eyes were inceffantly roving from one ob
ject to another I and the wildnefs of their looks 
and geftures, fully indicated their perfect igno
rance with refpect to every thing they faw; and 
ftrongly marked to us, that they had never, till 
the prefent time, been vifited by Europeans, nor 
·been acquainted with any of our commodities, 
.except iron. This metal, however, they had in 
all probability only heard of, or had perhaps 
kno~n it in fame inconfiderable quantity, brought 
to them at a remote period. They afked for it by 
the appellation of ham!f;le, referring probably to 
fame inftrument, in making which iron could 
be ferviceably employed; for they applied that 

. name to the blade of a knife, though they had 
no idea of that particular inftrument, which they 
could not even handle properly. They alfo fre
quently called iron by the name of toe, which 
fignifies a hatchet, or adze. On our fllewing them 
fome beads, they firft afked what they were; and 
then, whether they were to be eaten. But, on 

their 
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their being informed, that they were to be hung 
in their ears, they rejected them as u[elefs. They 
were equally indifferent with regard to a looking
.glafs that we offered them, and returned it for a 
fimilar rea[on. China cups, plates of earthen 
ware, and other things of that kind, were fo new 
to them, that they aiked whether they were m:lde 
of wood. They were, in many re[pec'l:s, mtu
rally polite; or, at leaft, cautious of giving 
offence. Some of them, juft before their ventur
ing on board, repeated a long prayer; and others, 
afterwards, rung and made various motions with 
their hands. On their firft entering the fhip, 
they attempted to fteal every thing that they could 
lay hands on, or rather to take it openly, as if 
they fuppofed that we either fhould not reCent 
fuch behaviour, or not hinder it. But we Coon 
convinced them of their error; and when they 
obferved that we kept a watchful eye over them, 
they became le[s active in appropriating to them
[elves what did not belong to them. 

About nine o'clock Captain Cook difpatched 
Lieutenant William[on, with three armed boats, 
to look out for a proper landing-place, and for 
frefh water; WIth orders, that, if he fhould find 
it neceffary to land in [earch of the latter, he 
1hould not allow more than one man to accom
pany him out of the boats. The very moment 
they were putting off from the fhip, one of the 

iflanders having ftolen a cleaver, lelped over .. 
K J. - board, 
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board, got into his canoe, and haftened towards 
the fuore, while the boats purfued him in vain. 

The reafon of the Commodore's order that the 
crews of the boats fuould not go on fuore, was, 
that he might prevent, if poffible, the ~mporta'" 
tion of a dangerous difeafe into this ifland, which 
he knew fome of our people now laboured under, 
and which we, unfortunately, had already com
municated to other Wands in this ocean. From 
the fame motive, he commanded that all female 
vifitants fuould be excluded from both the !hips. 
Many perfons of this fex had come off in the ca
noes. Their features, complexion, and ftature, 
were not very different from thofe of the inen ; 
and though their countenances were extremely 
open and agreeable, few traces of dilicacy were 
vifible either in their faces, or other proportions. 
The only difference in their drefs, was their hav
ing a piece of cloth about their bodies, reach
ing from near the middle almoft down to thl! 
knees, inftead of the maro worn by the male-fex. 
They were as much inclined to favour us with 
their company on board, as' fame of the men 
were; but the Commodore was extremely de
ftrous of preventing all connection, which might 
in all probability convey an irreparable injury 
to themfelves, and afterwards through their 
means, to the whole nation. Another pru. 
dent- precaution was taken, by ftrituy enjoin .. 
ing, that no 1'<:r[on capable of conununicar. 
< 

in~ 
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ing the infection fhould be fent upon duty out of 
the fhips. 

Captain Cook had paid equal attention to the 
fame object, when he firft vifited the Friendly 
mes; but he afterwards found, to his gre:lt re
gret, that his endeavours had not fucceeded. 
And there is reafon to apprehend, that this will 
conftantly be the cafe, in fuch voyages as ours, 
whenever it is neceffary that many people fuould 
be employed on fuore. The opportunities and 
incitements to an amorous intercourfe are then too 
numerous to be effeCtually guarded againft; and 
however confident a commander may be of the 
health of his men, he is often undeceived too late. 
Among a number of men, there are in general 
to be found fome, who, out of bafufulnefs, en
deavour to conceal their having any venereal 
fymptoms: ,and there are others fo profligate and 
abandoned, as not to care to whom they commu
nicate this difeafe. We had an infiance of the 
laft remark at Tongataboo, in the Gunner of the 
Difcovery, who had been ftationed on fuore. After 
knowing that he had contracted this diforder, he 
continued to have connections with different 
women, who were fuppofed to have been, till 
that time, free from any infection. His compa
nions rcmonftrated to him on this fcandalous be
haviour without effect, till Captain Clerke, being 
informed of fuch a dangerous irregularity of con
dua, ordered him to repair on board • 

.K 4 Waitin& 
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Waitina for the return of our boats, which had 
b 

been fent out to reconnoitre the coafr, we frood 
off and on with the {hips. Towards mid-day, 
Mr. \Villiamfon came back, and reported that he 
l:ad obferved behind a beach, near one of the 
villages, a large pond, which was faid by the na
tives to contain frefh water; and that there was 
tolerable anchoring-ground before it. He alfo 
mentioned, that he had made an attempt to land 
in another place, but \,:1S prevented by the ilhn
clers, who coming down in great numbers to the 
boats, endeavoured to take away the oars, muf
quets, and every other article which they could 
lay hold of; and crowded fa thick upon him and 
his people, that he was under the necemty of 
.firing, by which one man was kilIed. This un
fortunate circumfrance, however, was not known 
to Captain Cook till after we had quitted the 
inand; fa that 'all his meafures were direB:ed as 
jf no affair of that kind had happened. Mr. 
\ViIIiam[on informed him, that as foon as the 
man felI, he was taken up and carried off by his 
COUntrymen, who then reti~ed from the boats; 
but itill they made fignals for our people to land 
which they declined. It did not appear that th; 
natives had the leafr intention of killing, or even 
hurting, any of Mr. WilIiamfon's party; but 
they feemed to have been excited by curiofity 
alone, to get from them what they had, being 

:2 prepared 
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,prepared to give in return any thing th~tapper_ 
tained to themfelves. 

Captain Cook then difpatched one of the boat~ 
to lie in the beft anchoring-ground; and when 
ihe had gained this ftation, he bore down with 
the ihips, and caft anchor in twenty-five fathoms 
water, over a fandy bottom. The eaftern point 
of the road, which was the low point already men
tioned, bore fouth 5 I" eaft; the weft point, north 
65" weft; and the village near which the freih wa
ter was faid to be, was one mile dift,lnt. The 
ihips being thus ftationed, between three and four 
in the afternoon, the Captain went aihore with 
three armed boats, and twelve of the marines, 
with a view of examining the water, and trying 
the difpofition of the inhabitants, who had aJfem
bled in confiderable numbers on a fandy beach 
before the village; behind it was a valley, in 
which was the piece of water. The moment he 
leaped on ihore, all the iflanders fell proftrate 
upon their faces, and continued in that pofture of 
humiliation, till by figns, he prevailed on them 
to rife. They then prefentcd to him many fmall 
pigs, with plantain-trees, making ufe of nearly 
the fame ceremonies which we had feen praCl:ifed, 
on fimilar occafions, at the Society and ocher ifles; 
and a long oration or prayer being pronounced 
by an individual, in which others of the aJfem
bly occafionally joined. Captain Cook fignified 
his acceptance of their proffered friend!hip, by 

beftowing 
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beftowing on them, in return, fuch prerenn 28 

he had brought afhore. This introduCtory bufi~ 
ners being ended, he ftation~d a guard upon the 
heach, and was then conduCted by fome of thl! 
natives to the water, which he found extremely 
good, and fo confiderable, that it might be de
nominated a lake. After this, he returned on 
board, and iffued orders that preparations fhould 
be made for filling our water-cafks in the morn
ing; at which time he went afhore with fome of 
his people, having a party of marines for a guard. 

They had no fooner landed, than a trade was 
~ntered into for potatoes and hogs" which the 
iflanders gave in exchange for nails and pieces of 
iron. Far from giving any obftruCtion to our 
men who were occupied in watering, they even 
allified them in rolling the cafks to and from the 
pool, and performed with alacrity whatever was 
required of them. Captain Cook leaving the 
command at this fiation to Mr. Williamfon, who 
had landed with him, made an excurfion into the 
country, up the valley, being accompanied by 
Meffrs. Anderfon and Webber, and followed by 
a numerous train of natives; one of whom, who 
bad been very aCtive in keeping the others in 
erder, the Captain made choice of as a guide. 
This man, from time to time, proclaiming the 
approach of our gentlemen, every perfon wh" 
met them, felI profirate on the ground, and re
mained in that humble pofition till they had 

paired. 
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paffed. This, as we were afterwards informed. 
is their method of !hewing refpeCt to their own 
great chiefs. 

We had obferved at every village, as we ranged 
along the coaft in the !hips, one or more elevated 
white objeCts, refembling pyramids, or rather 
obeliiks; one of which, fuppofed by Captain 
Cook to be at leaft ftfty feet in height, was very 
confpicuous from our anchoring-ftation, and feemed 
to be at a fmall di[{ance up this valley. To have 
a nearer view of it, was the principal motive of 
our gentlemen's walk. Their guide was ac
quainted with Itheir defire of being conduCted to 
it; but it happened to be in fuch a fituation, that 
they could not gc:;t at it, the pool of water fepa_ 
rating it from them. However, as there was 
another of the fame kind about half a mile dif
tant, upon their fide of the valley, they fet out 
to vifit that. .As foon as they reached it, they 
perceived that it was fituate in a burying-ground, 
or morai, which bore a ftriking refemblance, ill 
feveral refpeCts, to thofe they had feen at Ora_ 
heite and other Wands in this ocean. It was an 
oblong" fpace, of confiderable extent, environed 
by a ftone-wall, four or five feet high. The in_ 
elofed fpace was loofely paved; and, at one end 
of it, was placed the obeliik or pyramid, called 
by the natives henananoo, which was an exaCt 
model of the larger one that we had difcerned 
from our !hips. It was .a}.)Qut twenty feet in 

height, 
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height, and four feer fquare at the bafe. Its 
four fides were formed of fmall poles interwov~n 
with twigs and branches, thus compofing an in
different wicker-work, hollow within from the 
top to the bottom. It appeared to in a ruin
ous flate, and had been originally covered with- a 
thin greyifh cloth. • On each fide of it were long 
pieces of wicker-work, termed hereanee, in a con
dition equally ruinous, with two poles inclining 
towards each other at one corner, where fome 
plantains were placed on a board, fixed at the 
height of about half a dozen feet. This was called 
by the il1anders herairemy -' and they faid,' that 
the fruit was' an offering to their deity. Before 
the henananoo were feveral pieces of wood, carv
ed into fame refemblance of human figures. 
There was alfo a fione near two feet in height. 
covered with cloth. Adjoining to this, on the 
outfide of the morai, was a fmall filed,. which they: 
denominated hareepaboo; and before it there was 
a grave, where the remains of a woman had been 
depofited. 

There was a houfe or filed, called bemalltufJ; on 
the further fide of the area of the mora; ;oit . ~as 
about forty feet in length, ten or eleven feet in 
height, and ten in breadth in the middle, but 
narrower at each end; though confiderably 
longer, it was lower than their common habita_ 
tions. Oppofite the entrance into this. houfe. 
flood two images near thr.ee. feet,high. cut..ou~ of 

ant 
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one piece of wood, with ,pedeftals: they were faid 
to be 'Barooa 110 Yeheina, or reprefentations of 
gtfd(Jeffe's, and were not very indifferent either 
in point of execution or defign. On the head of 
one of them was a cylindrica:lcap, not unlike the 
head-drefs atOtaheite, called tomou; and on that 
of the other, a carved helmet, fomewhat refem4 
bling thofe of the ancient warriors ;' and both of 
them had pieces of cloth faftened about the loins, 
"-nd hanging down a confiderable way. There 
was alfo at the fide of each, a piece' of carved 
'Wood,- with cloth hung on it. Before the pe_ 
-deftals lay a quantity of fern, which had beell 
lJlaced there at different times. In the middle 
of the houfe, and before the images juft defcribed. 
'was an oblong fpace, inclofed by an edging of 
:i!:one, and covered with fhreds of cloth: this was 
,the grave of feven chiefs, and was called beumlt. 

Our gentlemen had already met with fo many 
inftances of refemblance, be~ween the m01"ai they 
"were now vifiting, and thofe of the iflands :tRey 
bad lately quitted, that they entertained'little 
'doubt in their minds, that the fimilarity exifted 
alfo in the rites here folemnize,d, and parti-cularly 
-in the horrid oblation of human viCtims. THeir 
fufpicions were foon confirmed; for on one fi~ 
-of the entrance into the hemanaa, they· obferved 
a [mall [quare place, and-another ftill'[maller. 
:and on afking what thefe were, they ~'ere inform:' 
~_d by theirconduCl:of. that.in one of th,ern -v.-as 

interred 
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interred a man who had been facrificed; and in 
the other, a hog, which had alfo been offered up 
to the deity. At no great diftance from thefe, 
were three other fquare inclofed places, with two 
pieces of carved wood at each of them, and a 
heap of fern upon them. Thefe were the gravel 
of three chiefs; and before them was an indoted 
fpace, of an oblong figure, called <rangata-taDqo 
by our gentlemen's guide, who declared to them 
that three human faCl·ifices, one at the funeral of 
each chief, had been there buried. 

Every appearance induced the Commodore ttf 
believe, that this inhuman praCtice was very ge. 
neral he-re. The Wand feemed to abound witll 
fuch places of facrifice as this, ~t which he was 
now prefent, and which was probably one of the 
moft inconfiderable of them; being much lefs 
confpicuous than fome others which we had ob-. 
rerved as we failed along the coaft, and particu
Jarly than that on the oppofite fide of the piece of 
water running through this valley; the whitepy
ramid of which in all probability, derived its 
colour folely from the confecrate-rl cloth-put over 
it. In many fpots within this burying-ground. 
'Were planted trees of the tlJori1Uia citrifllia, and 
crdia ftkajiina, befides feveral plants of the elte, 
'With the leaves of which the hemanafl. was thatched. 

The journey of our -gentlemen to and frol)l 
t1Us marai lay through the plantations. Man 
9f the ground was perfeCtly flat. wi~h ditches ill

tetfeccing 
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terfe8:ing different parts, and roads that reemed 
to have been raifed to forne height bY'art. The 
intervening fpaces, in general, were planted with 
laro, which grew with great vigour. There were 
feveral fpoti where the doth-mulberry was plant
ed, in regular rows; this al[o grew vigorou{]y. 
The cocoa-trees were in a le[s thriving condition. 
and were all low; but the plantain-trees, though 
not large, made a pretty good appearance. Upon 
the whole, the trees that are moil: numerous 
around this village, are the cordia JebaJlinll: the 
greateil: part of it is fituate near the beach, and 
coofifts of upwards of fixty hou[es there; but 
there may perhaps be near forty more fcattered 
about, towards the m()f'ai. 

After the Commodore, and Meffrs. Anderfon 
and Webber, had carefully examined whatever 
was worthy of notice about the moral~ and the 
latter had taken drawings of it, and of the fur
rounding country, they returned by a different 
route. They found a multitude of peoplc- -col
leCted at the beach, and a briik trade for [ov,is, 
pigs, and vegetables, going on there, with tHe 
greateft order and decorum. At noon, Captain 
Cook went on board to dinner, and then rent 
Mr. King to take the command of the party on 
fuore. During the afternoon he landed again, 
acx:ompanied by Captain Clerke, intending to 
make another eX'Curfion up the country: but. 
J,efore he could execute this defign, the day was 

too 
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to'o far advanced; he therefore relinquifhed -hi! 
intention for the prefent, and no other 0ppOrttJl' 
nity afterwards occurred. Towards fun-fet;-he 
and his people returned on board; after having 
procured, in the courfe of this day, nine tons of 
water, and (principally by exchanging naik and 
pieces of iron) feventy or eighty pigS"; fome fowls; 
plantains, potatoes, and taro roots. ' In this com,;; 
mercial intercourfe, the iflanders deferved our 
beft commendations, making no attempts to cheat 
us, either along-fide olir fhips, or on fhore~ 

Some of them, indeed, as we have already related; 
betrayed at firft a pilfering difpofition;, or, per~ 
haps they imagined that they had aright to aU 
they could lay their hands upon: but they quicK';; 
Iy defifted from a conduct, which' we convinced 
them could not be perfevered in with impunity. 

Among'the various articles which they brought 
to barter this day, we were particularly ftrud, 
with a fort of cloak and cap, which, even in more 
polifhed countries, might be efteemed elegant. 
Thefe cloaks are nearly of the -fhape and fize of 
the fhort ones worn by the men in Spain, and 
by the women in England, tied: l{)ofely before, 
and reaching to the middle of ' the back. - The 
ground of them is a net-work, with the moit 
beautiful red and yellow feathets fo clofelyfixed 
upon it, that the furface, bot~ in poillt of fmooth-: 
nefs and gloffinefs, refembles the richeft velvet. 
The method of _ varying the mixtUre is very, dif-

ferent; 
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ferent; fome of them having triangular fpaces of 
yellow and red alternately; others, a fort of 
erefeent; while fome were entirely red, except 
that they had a broad yellow border. The brilliant 
colours of the feathers, in thofe cloaks that were 
new, had a, very fine effect. The natives, at 
tirft, refufed to part with one of thefe cloaks for 
any thing that we offered in exchange, demand
ing no lefs a price than one of our mufquets. 
Theyafterwards, however, fuffered us to purchafc 
fome of them for very large nails. Thofe of the: 
beft fort were fcarce; and it is probable, that 
they are ufed only on particular occafions.' 

The caps are made in the form of a helmet, 
with the middle part, or creftj frequently of a 
hand's breadth. They fit very clofe upon the 
head; and have notches to admit the cars. They 
eonfift of twigs and ofiers, covered with a net
work, into which feathers arc wrought, as upon 
the cloaks, but fomewhat clofer, and lefs diverfi ... 
tied; the major pact being red, with fome yellow. 
green, or black ftripes, on the fides. Thefe caps. 
in all probability, complete the drefs with the 
cloaks; for the Wanders appeared fometimes in 
both together. 

\Ve could not conjecture from whence they ob
tlined fuch a quantity of thefe beautiful feathers; 
but we foon procured intelligence refpectipg one 
fort; for they afterwards brought for fale great 
numbers of !kins of a fmall red fpecies of bird, 
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frequently tied up in bunches of twenty or up-
wards, or having a wooden fkewer run through 
them. At firft, thofe that were purchafed, con
fifted only of the !kin from behind the wings for_ 
ward; but we afterwards obtained many with the 
hind part, induding the feet and tail. The for
mer inftantly fuggefted to us the origin of the 
fable of the birds of paradife being deftitute of 
legs; and fufficiently explained that particular. 
The reafon affigned by the inhabitants of Atooi,. 
for the cuftom of cutting off the feet of thefe 
birds, is, that by this praetice they can preferve 
them. the more eafily, without lofing any paft 
which they confider as valuable~ 

The red-bird of this il1and was; according t(}> 
Mr. Anderfon; a fpecies of merops, about as large 
as a fparrow; its, colour was a bf:autiful fcarlet, 
'with the tail and wings black; and it had an 
arched bill, twice as long as the head, which, 
with the fcet, was of a reddifh hue. The contents 
()f the heads were taken out, as in the birds of 
paradife; but we did not find that they praCl:ifed 
any other mode of preferving them, than fimple 
drying: for the !kins, though they were moift, 
had neither a fmel! nor tafte that could give any: 
:Feafon for fufpeCl:ing the ufe of anti-putrefcent 
fubftances. 

On Thurfday the 22d, we had almoft continual' 
rain for the whole morning. The wind waS at 
fouth-caft, fouth-fouth-eaft,. and fouth; and the 

r'urf 
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rurf broke fa high upon the {hare, that our boats 
Were prevented from landing. The Refolution 
was not in a Very fecure fttuation, there being 
breakers within the length of little more than 
two cables from her fiem. The natives, not
withfianding the furf, ventured out in their canoes, 
bringing off to our fhips hogs and vegetables. 
which they exchanged, as before, for our com
modities. One of their number, who offered 
fome fiill-hooks for fale, was obferved to have a 
very fmall parcel fafiened to the firing of on~ 
of them, which he carefully feparated, and re
ferved for himfelf, when he difpo[ed of the hook. 
When afked what it was, he pointed to his belly, 
and intimated fomething of its being dead; fay
ing, at the fame time, that it was bad. He 
was requefied to open the parcel, which he did 
with great reluCtance; and we found that it con
tained a fmall thin piece of fleili, which had, to 
all appearance, been dried, but was at prefcnt 
wet with fait water. Imagining that it might be 
human fleili, we put the quefiion to the producer 
of it; who anfwered, that the fleili was part of a 
man. Another of the iilanders, who Hood near 
him, was then afked, whether it was a cufiom 
among them to eat their enemies who had been 
flain in battle? and he immediately replied in 
the affirmative. 

In the afternoon, we had fome intervals of fair 
weather. The wind then changed to the eaft 
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and north-eaft; but, towards the evening, it 
veered back again to fouth-fouth-caft. The rain 
alfo returning, continued the whole night, but 
was not accompanied with much wind. At feven 
the next morning, a north-eafterly breeze fpring
ing up, Captain Cook ordered the anchors of his 
fhip to be taken up, with a view of removing 
her further out. As foon as the laft anchor was 
up, the wind veering to the eaft, rendered it 
neceJTary to make all the fail he could, for the 
purpofe of clearing the fhore; fo that before he 
had good fea-room, he was d~iven confiderably 
to leeward. He endeavoured to regain the road; 
but having a ftrong current againft him, and very 
little wind, he could not accomplifh that defign. 
He therefore difpatched Mem·s. King and Wil
liatnfon afhore with three boats, to procure water 
and refrefhments, fending at the fame time an 
order to Captain Clerke, to put to fea after him, 
if he fhould find that the Refolution was unable 
to recover the road. 

The Commodore having hopes of finding a 
road, or perhaps a harbour, at the weft end of the 
Wand, was the lefs anxious about regaining his 
tonner ftation. But as he had fent the boats 
thither, he kept as much as pollible to windward; 
notwithftanding which, at noon, our fhip was 
three leagues to leeward. As we approached the 
)left end, we found that the coaft rounded gra
dually to the north-caft, without forming a cove, 
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or creek, wherein a veffel might be fheltered 
fwm the violence of the fwell, which, roll
ing in from the northward, broke againft the 
fhore in an amazing furf: all hopes therefore, 
of· meeting with a harbour here foon vani£hed. 
Many of the natives, in their canoes, followed 
us as we ftood out to fea, bartering various arti
cles. As we were extremely un\\illing, notwith
ftanding the fufpicious circumftance of the pre
ceding day, to believe that thefe people were 
cannibals, ,,·e now made fome further inquiries 
on this fubjeCt. A fmall inftrument of wood, 
befet with £hark's teeth, had been purchafed 0 

which, as it refembled the faw or knife made ufe 
of by the favages of New-Zealand to dilfeCt the 
bodies of their enemies, was fufpeCted by us to 

be employed here for the fame purpofe. One of 
the iilanders being queftioned on this point, in
formed us, that the inftrument above-mentioned 
ferved the purpofe of cutting out the fle£hy part 
of the belly, when any perfon was {lain. This 
explained and confirmed the circumfiance before 
related, of the man's pointing to his belly. The 
llative, however, from whom we now received 
this intelligence, being aiked whether his cotln
trymen eat the part thus cut out? ftrongly denied 
it; but when the queftion was repeated, he 
ihewed fome degree of apprehenfion, and fwam 
Qff to his canoe. An elderly man, who fat fore
woft in the canoe, was then aiked, \\ hether they 
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cat the flefh? and he anfwered in the affirmative. 
The queftion being put to him a fecond time, 
he again affirmed the faCt; adding,_ that it was 

favoury food, 
. The boats returned about {even o'clock in the 

evening, with a few hogs, fome plantains and 
roots, and two tons of water. Mr. King report~ 
ed to the Commodore, that the iflanders were 
very numerous at the watering-place, and had 
brought great numbers of hogs to barter; but 
our people had not commodities with them ade~ 
quate to the purchafe of them all. He alfo men
tioned, that the furf had run fo very high, that 
it was with extreme difficulty our men landed, 
and afterwards got back into the boats. 

On Saturday the 24-th, at day-break, we found 
that our fhip had been carried by the currents tQ 
the north-weft and north; fo that the weftern ex
tremity of Atooi bore eaft, at the diftance oLone 
league. A northerly breeze fprung up foon after, 
and Captain Cook expeCting that this would bring 
the Difcovery to fea, fl:eered for Oneeheow, a 
neighbouring ifbnd,l'.'hich then bore fouth-weft, 
with a view of anchoring there. He continued 
to fteer for it till paft eleven, at which time he 
was at the diftance of about fix miles from it. 
But not feeing the Difcovery, he was apprehen
five left fome ill confequence might arife from 
our fep~rating fo far; he therefore re1inquiihed 
the defign of vifiting Oueeheow for the prefent. 

and 
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--and fiood back to Atooi, intending to cafi anchor 
again in the road, in order to complete our fup
ply of water. At. two o'clock, the northerly 
'wind was fucceeded by calms and variable light 
airs, which continued tiB cleven at night. We 
frretched t{) the fouth-eaft, till early in the morn
ing of the 25th, when we tacked and fiood in for 
Atooi road; and, not long after, we were joined 
by the Difcovery. We were utterly unable to re
gain the rm,]; and, by the moming of the 29th, 
the currents had can-ied us to the wefiward. 
within nine or ten miles of Oneeheow. vVeary 
with plying fo unfuccefsfully. Captain Cook laid 
afide all thoughts of returning to Atooi, and re
fumed his intention of paying a vifit to Oneeheo\\'. 
With this view, he difpatched the mafter in a 
boat, to found along the coaft, and fearch for a 
landing-place, and afterwards for frdh water. 
In the mean time, the f11ips followed under an 
eafy fail. The rnafter at his return reported, 
that there was tolerable anchorage all along the 
coaft; and that he had landed in one place, but 
~ould not find any frefh water. 

Captain Cook being informed by fome of the: 
natives, who had come off to the fhips, that fre1h 
water might be obtained at a village which we 
faw at a little difiance, ran down, and cafr an
chor before it, about fix furlongs from the fuore, 
the depth of water being twenty-fix fathoms. 
The Difcovery anchored at a greater difiance 

fram 



152 A VOYAGE TO THE 

from the fhore, in twenty-three fathoms. The 
fouth-eafiern point of Oneeheow bore fouth, 65 
cafi, about one league difiant; and another ifland 
which we had difcovered the preceding night. 
named Tahoora, bore fauth, 61° wefi, at the dif
tance of feven leagues. Before we anchored, fe
veral canoes had come off to us, bringing pota
toes, yams, and fmall pigs, befides mats. The 
people who were in them refembled in their per
fons the inhabitants of Atooi; and, like them, 
were acquainted with the ufe of iron, which they 
aiked for by the names of toe and hallJaitr, readily 
parting with all their commodities for pieces of 
this metal. Some more canoes foon reached our 
fhips, after they had come to anchor; but the 
il1anders who were in thefe had apparently no 
other object, than to make us a formal vifit. 
Many of them came on board, and crouched 
down upon the deck; nor did they quit that 
humble pofiure, till they were requefted to rife. 
Several women, whom they had brought with 
them, remained along-fide in the canoes, behav
ing with much lefs modefiy than the females of 
Atooi; and, at intervals, they all joined in a 
iong, which, though not very melodious, was 
performed in the exactefi concert, by beating time 
upon their breafis with their hands. The mea 
who had come on board did not continue long 
with us; and before theirdeparturil, fome of 

them 
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them defired permiffion to lay down locks of their 
hair on the deck. 

The curious inquir~', whether there il1anders 
were cannibals, was this day renewed; and the 
fu~ieCt did not :!rife from any quefiions put by us, 
but from a circumfiance that feemed to remove 
all doubt. One of the natives, who wifhed to get 
in at the gun-room port, was refured; and he 
then aiked, whether we ibould kill and eat him, 
if he.i110uld come in? accompanying this quefiion 
with figns fo expreffive, that we did not entertain 
a doubt with refpeCt to his meaning. We had 
now an opportunity of retorting the quefiion as 
to this praCtice; and a man behind the other, in 
the canoe, infiantly replied, that if we were 
killed on ibore, they would not fcruple to cat us : 
not that he meant they would defiroy us for that 
purpofe, but that their devouring us would be 
the confequence of our being at enmity with 
them. 

Mr. Gore was fent in the afternoon, with three 
armed boats, in fearch of the mofi commodious 
landing-place; being alfo direCted to look for 
freib water when he ibould get on ibore. He 
returned in the evening, and reported to Captain 
Cook, that he had landed at the village above
mentioned, and had been conduCted to a well 
about half a mile up the country; but that the 
water which it contained was in too fmall a quan
tity for our purpofe, and the road that led to it 
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was extremely bad. The next day Mr. Gore wa, 
fent aibore again, ,·.leD a guard and a party, to 
trade with the inhabitants for refreibments. The 
Commodore's intention 'was to have followed Coon 
afterwards; and he ,,'.::m from the ibip with that 
defign. But the [urf had fa greatly increafed by 
this time, that he was apprehenfive, if he got 
,aibore, he ihould not be able to make his way 
back again. This circumfiance really happened 
to our people who had landed with Mr. Gore; 
for the communicati-on between them and the 
fuips, by our 0\\11 boats, was qui-ckly flopped. 
They made a fignal, in the evening, for the boats, 
which were accordingiy [ent; and in a filOrt time 
afterwards returned with fame good fait and a 
few yams. A confiderable quantity Df both thefe 
artides had been obtained in the courfe of the 
day; but the furf was fa exceedingly high, that 
the greatefl part of both had been Ipfi in bringing 
them off to the boats. The officer and twenty 
men, not venturing to run the rifq ue of coming 
off, remained all night on fuore; by which un~ 
fortunate circumfiance, the very thing happened 
which Captain Cook, as \ve have already related, 
fo eagerly wi~led to prevent, and imagined he had 
effectually guarded againfi. 

The violence of the furf did not deter the na~ 
tives from coming all' in canoes t<> our ibips. 
They brought "ith them fame refrethments, for 
'which \\c gave them, in exchange, fome nails, 

and 
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and pieces of iron hoops; and we difhibuted 
among the women in the canoes, many pieces of 
ribbon, and fome buttons, as bracelets. Some of 
the men had reprefentations of human figures 
punctured upon their breafis, and one of them 
had a lizard reprefcnted. Thefe vifitants ac~ 

quainted us, that there was no chief of this iIland, 
but that it was fubject to one of the chiefs of 
Atooi, whofe name was Tencooneoo. Among 
other articles which they now brought off to us, 
was a fmall drum, that had a great refemblance tl) 
thofe of Otaheite. 

Between ten and eleven o'clock at night, the 
wind became foutherly, and the fky feemed to in_ 
dicate an approaching fiorm. In confequence of 
thefe threatening appearances, Captain Cook, 
thinking that \I e were rather too near the !hore, 
caufed the anchors to be taken up; and the !hips 
being carried into forty-two £'lthoms water,_ came 
to again in that more fecure fiation. This how
ever proved an unnecefI:'lry precaution; for the 
wind, not long after veering to north-north-eafi, 
blew a fre!h gale, with fqualls, and violent !howers 
of rain. This weather continued for the whole 
fucceeding day, during which the fea ran fo high, 
that all communication with our party on !hore 
was totally intercepted, and the iflanders them
felves would not venture out to the !hips in their 
canoes. Towards the evening, the Commodore 
fent the Mafier in a boat to the fouth-eaft point 
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of the ifland, to try whether he could land in 
that quarter. He returned with a favourable re_ 
port; but it was now too late to fend for our party 
till the following morning: fa that they were 
obliged to ftay another night on iliore. On the 
appearance of day-light, a boat was difpatched 
to the fouth-caft point, with orders to Lieutenant 
Gore, that, if he could not embark his people 
from the fpot where they at prefent were, he 
fuould march them up to the point. The boat 
being prevented from getting to the beach, one of 
the crew fwam to fllore, and communicated the 
inlhuClions. After the boat had returned, Cap- ' 
tain Cook went himfelf with the launch and pin .. 
nace up to the point, in order to bring off our 
party from the land. He took with him three 
goats, one of them a male, and the others female; 
a young boar and fow of the Englifh breed: and 
alfo the feeds of onions, pumpkins, and melons; 
He landed with great cafe, under the weft fide of 
the point, where he found his party, in company 
with fome of the nati\-es. To one of th~fe, who 
aifumed fome degree of authority over the relt,
he gave the goats, pigs, and feeds. He intended 
to have left thefe ufeful prcfents at Atooi, if we 
had not been fa unexpec1cd!y driven from that 
i/1and. 

While our people were employed in filling 
fome water-cafks, from a little ftream which the 
late rains had pccafioned, Captain Cook made a 

ilion 
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!bort excurfion into the country, accompanied by 
the iflander above-mentioned, and followed by 
two others who carried the two pigs. Whm 
they had arrived upon a rifing ground, the Cap~ 
tain fiopped to look around him, and immediately 
obferved a woman, on the oppofite fide of the 
valley in which he had landed, calling out to her 
countrymen who attended him. Upon this the 
man who aCted as chief began to mutter fome
thing, as if he was praying; and the two bearers 
of the pigs continued walking round the Captain 
all the time, making about a dozen circuits before 
the other had made an end of his oraifon. This 
ftrange ceremony being performed, they proceeded 
on their walk, and met people coming from all 
quarters, who, upon being called to by the Cap_ 
tain's attendants, fell profirate on their faces, 
till he was out of fight. The ground over whicll 
he paffed, though it was uncultivated and ver'j 
fiony, was covered with plants and fhrubs, fome 
of which perfumed the air with the mofi dcliciou'i 
fragrance. 

Our party who had been detained fa long on 
fhore, found, in thofe parts of the ifland which 
they had traverfed. feveral faIt ponds, fome of 
which had a fmall quantity of water remaining, 
but others had none. They faw no appearance of 
a running fiream; and though, in [orne fmall 
\\'e1ls which they met with, the frefh ..,.,ater was 
pretty good, it feem~d to b~ fcarc~. The hou[es 
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of the natives were thinly fcattered about; and it 
was fuppofed, that there were not more than five 
hundred perfons in the whole ifland. The l11e
thod of living among thefe people was decent and 
cleanly. No inftance was obferved of the men 
and women eating together; and the latter feemed 
in general to be affociated in companies by them_ 
f~lves. The oily nuts of the dooe dooe are burned 
by thefe iflanders for lights during the night; 
and they drefs their hogs by baking them in ovens, 
fplitting the carcafes through the whole length. 
Our people met with a fufficient proof of the exif
tence of the taboo among them; for one woman 
was employed in feeding another who was under 
that interdiction. Several other myfterious cere
monies were alfo obferved; one of which was 
performed by a woman, who threw a pig into the 
furf, and drowned it, and then tied up a bundle 
of wood, which {be difpofed of in the like man
ner. The fame female, at another time, beat a 
man's {boulders with a ftick, after he had feated 
himfelf for that purpofe. An extraordinary ve
neration feemed to be paid here to mds, which 
they keep very tame. It appeared to be a pretty 
general praCtice among them, to- pull out one of 
their teeth; and when they were afked the reafon' 
of this remarkable cunom, the only anfwer they 
gave 'was, that it was tcd"l; which was alfo the 
reafon affigned by them for giving a lock of. 
their hair; 

After 
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After our water-cafks had been filled, and fome 
roots, faIt, and falted fiih, had been purchafed 
from the natives, Captain Cook returned on board 
with all his people, intendirrg w make another 
vifit to the ifland the next day. But, about feven 
in the evening, the anchor of the Refolution 
flarted, fo that the drove off the bank. By this 
accident, we found ourfe!ves, at day-break the 
next morning, which was the 2d of February, 
nine miles to the leeward of our laft ftation; and 
the Captain forefeeing that it would require more 
time to regain it than he chofe to employ, made 
the fignal for the Difc.overy to weigh anchor and 
JOIn us. This junCl:ion was effeCl:ed about noon; 
and both illips immediately direCl:ed their courfc 
to the northward, in profecution of their voyage. 
Thus, after we had fpent more time in the neigh
bourhood of thefe i£1ands than was neceffary to 

have anfwercd all our purpofes, we were obliged 
to quit them before we had completed our ftock 
of water, or procured from them fuch a plentiful 
fupply of refreihments as the natives were both 
able and \\'iIling to have furni1hed us with. Our 
fuip, however, obtained from them provillons 
that lafted at leaft three weeks; and Captain 
Clerke, more fortunate than we were, acquired 
fuch a quantity of vegetables as fufficed the Dif
covery's people upwards of two months. 

The obfervations which Captain Cook was ena
blc:d to make Qn ul.efe ifiands, combined with 
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thofe of Mr. Anderfon, whofe abilities and am~ 
duity rendered him a very ufeful affiftant on 
fuch occafions, will fupply materials for the fol
lowing chapter. 

C HAP. XU. 

Siluation of the lj7ands now difco,-'cred ~y us-<fhe 
Name if Sm;d~,'i(b W,mds gi·ven to tbe whole 
Group-A/ooi particularly difcribcd-Its Soil
Clilll<ltc-Vegetab1e Prodllcc-Birds-Fi/h-":'Do-
111rflic Animals-Tbe Pe(/ons· and Difpojition of 
the Na/ives-Eflimafe if their Ml1nber-'I'heir 

Drifs mId OmallZents-HouJes-Food-lvlode of 
Cookery-DivCljiom-l .. 14ica! I'!Ilruments-MtI
m!faflures-'I'oo!s-Cf!Jcir ArquailJtal1u with 1roll 

accoulJted flr-'I'bcil- Canoes ddi;ribed-Agricul
ture-Account if aile if their Chiefs, 'who vijited 
Captailt Clerke - 'I'beil' Weapo1ls - Affinity be
tween their Manl/ers and Ihqfe of the Society 
and Friendly IjIanders-'Ibeir Language-Ad
wanlageolls Situation if the Sandwich ljles. 

T HE iflands in the Pacific Ocean, which 
have been difcovered in the courfe of our 

late voyages, have been generally found fituate 
in groups; the fingle intermediate if1es. hithertO 

met 
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hll't with, being few in proportion to the reft; 
though in all probability there are nU:1Y more of 
them yet unknown, which ferve as gradations or 
fteps between the fcveral clufters. Of what num
ber this new-difcovered Archipelago is compored, 
muil: be left to the decifion of future navigators. 
We obferved five of them, whofe names are \'.' 0:1-

hoo, Atooi, Oneeheow, Oreehoua, and TahoOJ·a. 
The laft of thefe is a fmall elevated ifland, at the 
diftance of four or five leagues from the fouth
eaft point of Oneeheow. We were informed, 
that- it abounds ""'ith birds, which are its fole in
h:lbitants. We alfo gained fome intelligence 
with regard to the exiftence of a low uninhabited 
ifland in the neighbourhood, named Tammata
pappa. Befides thefe fix, we were told that there 
were fome other iflands both to the eaftward and 
weftward. Captain Cook diftinguifhed the whole 
group by the name of the Sandwich Wands, in 
honour of the Earl of Sandwich. Thore which 
he faw are fituated between the latitude of 21 Q 

30', and 22 IS' north, and between the longitude 
of 199 0 20', and 201 30', eaft. 

With refpea to Woahoo, the moft eafterly of 
thefe iflands, feen by us, we could get no other 
information, but that it is high land, and i:; in~ 

habited • 
. Oneeheow, concerning which fome particulars 

have been already mentioned, lies feven leagues 
to the weft ward of our anchoring-place at Atooi, 
- VOL. n._N° 9. M and 
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and does not exceed fifteen leagues in circum. 
ference. Yams are its principal vegetable pro
duction. We procured fomt fait here, called by 
the natives patai, which is produced in faIt pO'llds~ 
With it they cure both fi£b and pork; and fame 
faIt fifh, which we purchafed from them, were 
extremely good, and kept very well. This ifland' 
is chiefly low land, except the part oppofite Atooi. 
which rifes· immediately from the rea to a can..; 
fiderable height; as does alfo its fouth-eaft poinr, 
which terminates in a round hill. 

Of Oreehoua we know no other particulars than 
that it is an elevated ifland, of fmarT extent, lying 
dofe to the north fide of Oneeheow. 

Awoi, which is the largeft of thore we fa\l'i 
being the principal fcene of our operations, we 
fu:lll now proceed to lay before our readers fucb 
information as we were able to collect concerning 
it. From what we obferved of it, it is at leaft 
ten leagues in length from eail: to weft; from 
whence its circumference may nearly be gueffed, 
though it appears to be mu£h broader at the eaft 
than at the weft point. The road, or anchoring
place, which our veffels occupied, is on the fouth
weft fide of the ifland, about two leagues from 
the weft end. before a village name Wymoa. As 

. far as we founded, we found the bank free from 
rocks; except to the eaftward of the village. 
where there projeCts a fuoal, on which are fame 
rocks and breakers. This road is fomewhat ex .... 

pofed 
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pored to the trade wind;· notwithftanding which 
defeCt. it is far from being a bad ftation, and 
greatly fuperior to thofe which neceffity continu. 
ally obliges !hips to ufe, in countries where the 
winds are not only more variable, but more boif~ 
terous; as at Madeira, Teneriffe, the Azores. 
&c. The landing too is not fo difficult as at moft 
of thofe places; and, unleis in very bad weather, 
is always praCl:icable. The water in the neigh
bourhood is excellent, and may be conveyed with 
eafe to the boats. But no wood can be cut at 
any convenient diftance, unlefs the iflanders 
could be prevailed upon to part with the few etooa 
trees (for that is the name they give to the cordia 

febaJ1ina) that grow about their villages, or a fpe
cies called dooe dooe, which grows farther up the 
country. 

The land does not in the leaft refemble, in its 
general appearance, any of the iflands we have 
vifited within the tropic of Capricorn; if we ex
cept its hills near the centre, which are high. 
but 110pe gradually towards the fea, or lower lands. 
Though it prefents not to the view the delightful 
borders of Otaheite, or the luxuriant plains of 
Tongataboo, covered with trees, which at once 
afford a !helter from the fcorching rays of the fun. 
a beautiful profpeCl: to the eye, and food for the 
natives; yet its poffeffing a greater portion of 
gently-rifing land, renders it, in fome degree, 
fuperior to the above-mentioned favourite i11ands. 

~ Z a' 
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2'S being more capable of improvement. The 
height of the land within, and the num?er of 
clouds which we faw, during the whole time .of 
our continuance, hanging over it, and not unfre
quently on the other parts, feem to indicate that 
there is a fufficient fuppIy of water, and that there 
are fome running ftreams which we had not an 
opportunity of feeing, particularly in the deep 
vallies, at the entrance of which the villages are 
in general fituated. The ground, from the wooded 
part to the fea, is covered with an excellent kind 
of grafs, about two feet in height, which fame. 
times grows in tufts, and appeared capable of 
being converted into abundant crops of fine hay. 
But on this extenfive fpace not even a ihrub grows 
naturally. 

In the narrow valley leading to the 1IZorai, the 
foil is of a dark-brown colour, rather loofe ;'but 
on the high ground, it is of a reddifh brown, 
more ftiff and clayey. It is probably the fame all 
over the cultivated parts; for what adhered to 
Jl10ft of the potatoes that we purchafed, which 
doubtlefs came from very different fpots, was of 
this fort. Its quality, however, may be better 
efl:imated from its produCtions, than from its ap
pearance: for the vale, or moift ground, pro-
1 uuces taro, much larger than any we had ever 

Seen; and the more elevated ground furnifhes 
,fweet potatoes, that feldom weigh lefs than two 

or 
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er three pounds, and frequently weigh ten, and 
fometimes a dozen or fourteen pounds. 

Were we to judge of the climate from our ex
perience, it might be faid to be very variable; 
for, according to the general opinion, it was at 
this time the feafon of the year when the weather 
is fuppofed to be moft fettled, the fun being at 
his greateft annual diftance. The heat W:lS now 
very moderate; and few of thofe inconveniences 
to which many countries lying within the tropics 
are fubjecr, either from heat or moifture, feem to 

be experienced here. Nor did we find any dews 
of confequence; a circumftance which may partly 
be accounted for, by the lower part of the coun
try being deftitute of trees. 

The rock that conftitutes the fides of the val
ley, is a dark-grey ponderous ftone; but honey
combed, with fome fpots of a rufty colour, and 
fome very minute {hining particles interfperfed. 
It is of an immenfe depth, and feems to be di
vided into Jlmta, though nothing is interpofed; 
for the large pieces always broke off to a deter
minate thicknefs, and did not appear to have ad
hered to thofe that were below them. Other ftones 
are, - in all probability, much more various than 
in the fouthern ifbnds. For during the iliort 
time we remained here, befides the lapis lydiuj', 
we found a fpedes of cream-coloured whetfione, 
fometimes variegated with whiter or blacker veins, 
like marble j and common writing flate, as well 
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as fome of a coarfer fort; and the natives brought" 
us fome pieces of a coarfe whitifh pumice Hone. 
We alfo procured a brown fort of h£matiteJ, which, 
from its being firongly attracted by the niagnet, 
difcovered the quantity of metal it contained. 
What we faw of this was cut artificially, as were 
alfo the fiates and w hetfiones. 

Befides the vegetables purchafed by us a& re
frefhments, among which were at leafi five or 
fix varieties of plantains, the ifiand produces 
bread-fi·uit; this however feems to be fcarce, as' 
we only faw one tree of that fpecies. There are 
alfo a few cocoa-palms; fome yams; the kappe 
of the Friendly lfiands, or Virginian arum; the 
e/ooa tree, and odoriferous gardenia, or cape jaf
mine. We met with feveral trees of the .Moe 
dooe, that bear the oily nuts, which are fiuck upon 
a kind of ikewer, and made ufe of as candles. 
Our people faw them ufed in the fame manner at 
Oneeheow. We were not on ihore at Atooi ex
cept in the day-time, and then we obferved the 
ifianders wearing thefe nuts, hung on firings 
round their necks. There is a fpecies of jida, or 
Indian mallow; alfo the morinda citrifolia, which 
is here called none; a fpecies of convolvulus; the 
Ilva, or intoxicating pepper, befides great quanti
ties of gourds. Thefe laft; grow to a very large 
fize, and are of a remarkable· variety of fhapes. 
which are perhaps the effect of art. Upon the 

dry rand, about the village, grew a plant that had 
never 
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never been feen by us in this ocean, of the fize of 
a common thiftle, and prickly; but bearing a fine 
Bower, greatly refembling a white poppy. 

The fcarIet birds \\ hlch were brought for fale, 
were never met with alive; but we faw one fmall 
(me, about the fize of a canary bird, of a deep 
crimfon colour. We alfo faw a large owl, two 
brown hawkes or kites, and a wild duck. We 
heard from the natives the names of fome other 
birds; among which were the 0100, or blueifu 
heron, and the lorata, a fort of whimbrel. It is 
probable that the fpecies of birds are numerous, 
if we may judge by the quantity of fine yellow. 
green, and fmalI, velvet-like, blackiili feathers 
ufed upon the cloaks, and other ornaments, worn 
by thefe people. 

Fiili, and other produCl:ions of the fea were, to 
appearance, not various; as befides the fmall 
mac karel, we only faw common mullets; a fpe
des of a chalky colour; a fmall browniih rock-fiili, 
adorned with blue fpots; a turtle, which was 
penned up in a pond; and three or four forts of 
fiili falted. The few iliell-fiili feen by us were 
chiefly converted into ornaments, though they 
were defiitute of the recommendation either of 
beauty or novelty. . 

The only tame or domefiic animals that we 
found here were hogs, dogs, and fowls, which 

. were all of the fame kind that we met with at the 
Wands of the South Pacific. There were alfo 

M 4- fmall 
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fmaIllizards; and [orne rats, refembling thore of 
every ifland which we had hitherto vifited. 

The inhabitants of Atooi are of the middle 
fize, and in general ftoutly made. They are 
neither remarkable for a brautiful ibape, nor far 
ftriking features. Their vifage, particularly that 
of the women, is fometimes round, but others 
have it long; nor can it be juftly faid, that they 
are diftinguiibed as a nation by any general caft 
of countenance. Their complexion is nearly of a 
nut-brown; but fome individuals are of a darker 
hue. We have already mentioned the women as 
being little more delicate than the men in their 
formation; and we may add that, with few ex. 
ceptions, they have little claim to thofe peculiari
ties that diftinguif11 the fex in moft other parts of 
the world. There is indeed a very remarkable 
equality in the fize, colour, and figure of the na
tives of both f~xes: upon the \\ hole, however, 
they are far from being uglr, and have, to all ap
pearance, few natur::! deformities of any kind. 
Their {kin is not yery felt, nor £hining; but their 
eyes and teeth are for the moft part pretty good. 
Their h::ir in general is ftraight; and though its 
natural colour is ufually black, they ftain it as at 
the Friendly and other iflands. We perceivoo 
but few inftances of corpulence, and thefe more 
frequently among the women than the men; but 
jt was principally among the latter that perfonal 
deft:c1s were obferved; though if any of them can 

lar 



Jty' claim to a fhare of beauty, it appeared to be 
moll: confpicuous amongll: the young men. 

They are active, vigorous, and moll: expert 
[\rimmers ; leaving their emoes upon the molt 
frivolous occafion, diving under them, and fwim
ming to others, though at a confiderable difbnce. 
We have frequently feen women, \rith infants at 

the breall:, when the furf was fo high as to pre
vent their landing in the canoes, leap overboard, 
and fwim to the fhore, without endangering their 
little ones. 

They appe:tr to be of a frank, chearful difpo~ 
fition; and are equally lr,'c from the fickle ievity 
which characterizes the inhabitants of Otaheite. 
and the fedate call: which is obfervable among 
many of thofe of Tongataboo. They feeem to 

cultivate a fociable intercourfe with e:tch other; 
and, except the propenfity to thieving, which is, 
as it were, innate in molt of the people we have 
vifited in thefe feas, they were extremely friendly 
to us. And it does no fmall credit to their fenfi
bility, without flattering ourfelves, that when they 
faw the different articles of our European manu
facture, they could not refrain from expreffing 

their aftonifhment, by a mixture -of joy and con
cern, that feemed to apply the cafe as a leifon of 
humility to themfelves; and on every occafiort 
they appeared to have a proper confcioufnefs of 
their own inferiority; a behaviour that equally 
exempts their national character fi'om the ridicu,-

lous 
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lous pride of the more polifhed Japanefe, and of 
~he ruder native of Greenland. It was pleafing tQ 

obferve with what affeCtion the women managed 
their infants, and with what alacrity the men COIl

tributed their ailiH:ance in fuch a tender office; 
thus diftingui!hing themfelves from thofe favages, 
who confider a wife and child as things rather nc
ceffary than defirable, or worthy of their regard 
and efteem. 

From the numbers that we faw affembled at 

every village, as we coafted along, it may be con
jeCtured that the inhabitants of this if1and are 
pretty numerous. Including the ftraggling houfes, 
there might perhaps be in the whole il1and, fixty 
fuch villages as that near which our !hips anchor
~d; and if we allow five perfons to each haufe, 
there ,YOuld be in every, village, five hundred; or 
thirty thoufand upon the ifland. This number i$ 
by no means exaggerated, for there were fome
times three thou[and people, at leafi, collected 
llpon the beach, when it could not be fuppofed 
that above a tenth part of the natives were 
prefent. 

The ordinary drefs of both fexes has been al
ready defcribed. The women have often much 
larger pieces of cloth wrapped about them, ex
tending from juft below the breafts to the hams, 
and fometimes lower; and feveral were obferved' 
with pieces thrown loofely over their fhoulders. 
which covered the greateft part of the body j but 

the 
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the children, when very young, are entirely naked. 
They wear nothing upon the head; but the hair 
both of men and women is cut in various forms; 
and the general faihion, particularly among the 
latter, is to have it fhort behind, and long before. 
The men frequently had it cut on each fide in 
fuch a manner, that the remaining part fomewhat 
refembled the creft of their caps or helmets before 
mentioned. Both fexes however feemed to be 
:very carelefs about their hair, and had no combs. 
nor any thing of the kind to drefs it with. The 
men fometimes twift it into a number of feparate 
parcels, like the tails of a wig, each about as thick 
as a finger; though moft of thefe, which are fo 
long as to reach far down the back, are artificially 
fixed upon the head, over their own hair. 

Contrary to the general praCtice of moll: of the 
if1ands of the Pacific Ocean, the people of the 
Sandwich Ifles have not their ears perforated, nor 
do they wear any ornaments in them. Both men 
and women, however, adorn themfelves with neck
laces compofed of bunches of fmall black cord. 
like our hat-ll:ring, often above a hundred-fold; 
entirely refembling thofe we faw worn at Wateeoo. 
except that inftead of the two little balls on the 
middle before, they fix a fmall piece of wood. 
fione, or fhell, about two inches in length, with 
a broad hook, well polifhed. They have alfo 
necklaces of many firings of very fmall fhells, or 
()f the dried flowers of the Indian mallow; and 

they 
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they [Qmetirnes hang round their necks a fman 
human figure of bone, about the length of three 
inches. The women likewife wear bracelets of a 
finglc ihell, pieces of black wood, with bits of 
ivory interfperfed, and neatly poliihed, faftened 
together by a firing drawn dofely through them; 
or others of hogs' teeth, placed parallel to each 
other, with the concave part outward, and the 
points cut off; fome of which, formed only of 
large boars' tuiks, are very elegant. The men 
fometimes fix on their heads plumes of feathers of 
the tropic-bird; or thofe of cocks, faftcned round 
neat poIiihcd fticks, n\'O feet in length; and fOf 
the fame purpofe, they few the ikin of a white 
dog's tail over a ftick, with its tuft at the end. 
They alfo, not unfrequently, wear on the head a 
kind of ornament, of the thicknefs of a finger. 
or more, covered with yellow and red feathers, 
curiouOy varied, and tied behind; and on that 
part of the arm which is above the elbow, a fort 
of broad lhelI-work, grounded upon net-work. 

The men fometimes puncture themfelves upon 
their hands or arms, and near the groin; but fre
quently we faw no marks at all; though a few 
individuals had more of this fpecies of ornament 
than we had ufually feen at other places, and cu
rioufly executed in a great variety of lines and 
figures, on the :trms and fore-part of the body. 
Contrary to the cufiom of the Friendly and Society 
111and8, they do not flit, occut off, any part of the 

prepllce. 



PA elF I C OC EA N. 

prtpner; but have it uniyerfally drawn over the 
glans, and tied with a firing. 

There is no appearance of defence, or forti fica ... 
tion, near any of their villages, and the houfes 
are fcattered about, without the leaft order. Some 
of thefe habitations are l.ll ge and commodious, 
from forty to fifty feet in length, aud twenty or 
thirty in breadth; while others of them are con
temptible hovels. Their figure refembles that of 
hay-ftacks; or, perhaps, a better idea may be con
ceiyedof them, by fUPFofIng the roof of a barn 
placed on the ground, in fuch a manner as to 
form a high acute ridge, with two low fides. 
The gable at Celch end correfponding to the fides, 
makes thefe dwelling-places clofe all round; and 
they are well thatched with long grafs, 'which is 
laid on Dender poles. The entrance is made 
either in the end or fIde, and is an oblong hole, 
extremely low; it is often fuut up by a board of 
planks, faftened together, which feryes as a door; 
but, as it has no hinges, muft be removed occa
fionall y . No light enters the houfe except by tl,;" 

opening; and though fuch clofe habitations may 
be comfortable places of retreat in bad weather. 
they feem but ill'adapted to the warm climate of 
this country. They are kept remarkably clean, 
?-nd the floors are ftrewed with dried grafs, over 
which mats are fpread to fit and Deep on. At 
one end ftands a bench, about three feet high, on 
which the domeftic utenfils are rbced. Thefe 

confitt 
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confift of gourd-iheIIs, which the natives con .. 
vert into veffels that ferve as bottles to hold 
water, and as balkets to contain their food, and 
other things; and alfo of a few wooden Dowls 
and trenchers of various fizes. 

From what we faw growing, and from what 
was brought to market, we have no doubt that 
fweet potatoes, taro, and plantains, conftitute the 
principal part of their vegetable diet; and that 
yams and bread-fruit are rather to be confider .. 
cd as rarities. Of animal food, they appear to be 
in no want; as they have great numbers of hogs, 
which run without reftraint about the hou[es; 
and if they eat dogs, which is not altogether 
improbable, their ftock of thefe feemed very 
confiderable. The quantities of fiihing-hooks 
found among them, indicate that they procure 
a tolerable fupply of animal food from the fca. 
They have a cuftom of falting fiih, and likewi[c 
pork, which they preferve in gourd-ihells. The 
faIt which they ufe for this purpofe is of a reddifh 
colour, but not very coarfe, and feems to be 
nearly the fame with what our ftragglers found 
at Chriftmas Ifland.· Its colour is, doubtlefs, de .. 
rived from a mixture of mud at" the bottom 
of the pond where it is formed; for fome of it 
which had adhered in lumps, was of a tolerable 
whitenefs. 

they bake their vegetable articles of food with 
heated ftones; and from the great quantity which 
we faw dl'effed at one time, we imagined that 

all 
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:l1l the inhabitants of a village, or at leafl a con
fiderable number of people, joined in the ufe 
of a common oven. \Ve did not perceive them 
drefs any animal food at this ifbnd; but Mr. 
Gore's party, as has been already mentioned. 
obferved that it was dreffed at Oneeheow in the 
fame kind of ovens, which makes it highly pro
bable that this is alfo the practice in Atooi; par
ticularly as we met with no utenfil there that 
could fervc the purpofe of boiling or flewing. 
The only artificial difh we faw, was a taro pud
ding; which, though very four, was devoured 
with avidity by the natives. They eat off a fort of 
wooden trenchers; an.:!, as far as we were enabled 
to judge from one inflance, the women, if re
firained from feeding at the fame dim with the 
men, as is the cuflom at Otaheite, are at leafl 
allowed to eat in the fame place near them. 

The amufements of thefe people are various. 
We did not fee the dances at which they ufe the 
feathered cloaks and caps; but from the mo
tions which they made with their h:mds, on other 
occafions, when they fung, we judged that they 
Were fomewhat fimilar to thofe we had met with 
at the fouthern iflands, though not [0 fkilfu!ly 
performed. . They had not among them either 
flutes or reeds; and the only two mufical inflru
mems, [een by us, were of an extremely rude 
kind. One of them does not produce a melody 
fuperior to that of a child's rattle. It confifls 
gf what may be <;lenominatcd a conic cap inverted. 

but: 
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but very little hollowed at the bafe, made of 
a {edge-like plant: the upper part of which, and 
Fkc\\'ife the edges, are embellifhed with beau
tiful red feathers; and to the point, or lower pan, 
is fixed a gourd-fhell. Into this they put fome
thing to rattle, which is done by .holding the 
infirument by the fmall part, and fhaking it 
b!-: fUr before the face, at the h'lme time fhiking 
the breafi: with the other hand. The other in
ftrumcnt \LIS a hollow veffel of wood, not unlike 
a pht:er, combined with the ufe of two flicks~ 
011 which one of our gentlemen obferved a man 
performing. He held one of the flicks, about 
two feet in length, with. one hand, in the fame 
manner as we hold a violin, and flruck it with 
the other, which was fmaller, and refembled a 
drum-fl:ic!~, in a quicker or flower meafure; 
beatin.g \\ ith his foot at the fame time upon the 
hollow vefTel, that lay upon the ground invert
ed, and thus produced a tune that was not difa
greeable. This mufic. was accompanied by the 
\Dcal performance of iome women, whofe fong had 
a pleafing effect. 

They had great numbers of fmall polifhed 
rods, of the lengrh of between. four and five 
feet, rather thicker than the rammer of a muf
quet, with a tuft of long white doo-'s hair fixed 

b , 

on the fmall end. Thefe they pfObably make 
ufe of in their diverfions. vVe faw a native take 
one of them in his hand, and holding it up, give a 

fmart 
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rrnart {hoke, till it was brought into an hori
zontal pofitlon, {hiking the ground with his foot. 
on the fame fide, and beating his breaft with his 
other hand. They play at bowls with pieces of 
the whetftone above-mentioned, fhaped fomewhat 
like a fmall cheefe, but rounded at the edges and 
fides, which are very neatly polifhed. They have 
other bowls made of a reddifh-brown clay, ghzed 
over with a compofition of the fame colour, or of 
a coarfe dark-grey flate. They alfo ufe, as quoits, 
[mall flat roundifh pieces of the writing-flate. 
fcarcely a quarter of an inch thick. 

In the different manufactures of thefe people. 
there appears to be an extraordinary degree of in
genuity and neatnefs. Their cloth is made from 
the morus papyrifera, and doubtlefs in the fame 
manner as at Tongataboo and Otaheite j for we 
bought fome of the grooved fticks with which 
they beat it~ Its texture, however, though thicker. 
is inferior to that of the cloth of either of the 
places juft mentioned j but in colouring or ftain
ing it, the inhabitants of Atooi difplay a fupcrio
rity of tafte by the infinite variety of figures which 
they execute. Their colours indeed, are not very 
bright, except the red j but the regularity of the 
figures and ftripes is amazing j for, as far as we 
know, they have nothing like ftamps or prints to 
make the impreffions. We had no opportunity 
of learning in what manner they pro3uce their 
cglours; but, befides the variegated forts, they 

VOL. 11.-1'1' 9. N have 



itS A VOYAGE TO TU!, 

have fome pieces of plain white doth, and othell 
of a fingle colour, particularly light-blue; and 
dark-brown. In general, the pieces brought ,to 
us were about the breadth of two feet, and 
four or five yards in length, being the form and 
quantity made ufe of by them for their com. 
mon drefs, or mayo.; and even fome of thefe 
were compofed of pieces fewed together. They 
have alfo a particular fort that is thin, and 
greatly refembles oil-doth; and which is either 
oiled, or foaked in fome kind of varnifh. They 
fabricate numbers of white mats, which are 
firong, with many red ftripes, rhombufes, and 
other figures interwoven on one fide. Thefe, in 
all probability, occafionally make a part of their 
drefs; for, when they offered them to fale, they 
put them on their backs. They manufaCl:ure 
others of a coarfer fort, plain and ftrong, which 
they fpread over their floors to fleep upon. 

They ftain their gourd-fuells neatly with undu
lated lines, triangles, and other figures of a black 
colour. They alfo feem to be acquainted with 
the art of varnifuing; for fome of there ftained 
gourd-fueHs are covered with a fort of lacker; 
and, on other occafions, they make ufe of a ftrong 
iize, or glutinous fubftance, to faften things .to~ 
gether. Their wooden difues and bowls, out 
of which they drink their ava, are of the e/ooa 

tree, or cordia, extremely neat and well poliilied. 
They 
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They likewife make fmall fquare fans of mat or 
wicker-work, with handles of the fame, or of 
wood, tapering from them, which are curiouOy 
wrought with fmall cords of hair, and cocoa-nut 
fibres intermixed. Their fifhing-hooks are inge
nioufly made; fome of bone, many of pearl-fhell; 
and others of wood, pointed with bone. The 
bones are for the moft part fmall, and confift of 
two pieces; and the various forts have a barb. 
either on the infide like ours, or on the outfide ; 
but others have both, the exterior one being far~ 
theft from the point. Of the latter fort, one 
was procured nine inches in length, made of a 
fmgle piece of bone; the elegant form and polifll 
of which could not be exceeded by any Euro
pean artift. They polifh their ftones by conftant 
friction, with pumice-ftone in water; and fuclt 
of their tools as we faw, refembled thofe of the 
fouthern iOanders. Their hatchets, or rather ad
zes, were exactly of the fame pattern, and were 
either formed of a blackifh fione, or of a clay_ 
~oloured one. They have alfo fmall inftrumenu 
compofed of a fingle fhark's tooth, fame of 
which are fixed to the fore-part of the jaw-bone 
pf a dog, and others to a thin wooden handle of 
a fimilar fhape; and at the other end there is a 
bit of firing fafiened through a little hole. They 
ferve occafionally as knives, and are probably 
ufed in carving. 

Nz The 
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The only iron.too~s feen among them, and' 
which they' poffdfed before our arrival, were a 
piece of iron.hoop, about the length of two inches, 
fitted into a wooden handle; and another edge
tool, which we fuppofed to have been made of 
the point of a broad fword. Their having the 
aCl:ual poffeilion of thefe, and their being well ac
quaiI1ted with the ufe of this metal, inclined forne 
of our people to imagine that we were not the' 
firft European vifitors of thefe Wands. But the 
very great furprize which they teftified on feeing 
our {hips, and their perfeCl: ignorance of the ufe 
of fire-arms, cannot be reconciled with fuch an 
opinion. There are feveral means by which fuclt. 
people may obtain pieces of iron, or acquire. the 
knowledge of the exiftenceof that metal, with. 
out having had an immediate conneCl:ion with 
thofe nations that ufe it. It can fcarcely be 
doubted, that it was unknown to all the inhabi
tants of the Pacific Ocean, till Magellan led the 
way into it; for no navigator, immediately after' 
his voyage, found any of this metal i~ their pof
feilion; though in the courfe of our late voyages. 
it has been remarked, that the ufe of it was 
known at feveral iflands, which no former Euro. 
pean veffel had ever, to our knowledge, vifited. 
At all the places \\ here Mendana touched .. 
during his two voyages, fome of it muft have 
been left j and this would, doubtlefs. extend the 
knowledge of it to all the various illands with 

which 
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which the pepple whom he vifited had any im
mediate inte'rcourfe. It might even have been 
.carried farther; and where fpecimens of this va
luable article could not be met with, defcriptions. 
might, in fome degr.:e, ferve to make it known 
when afterwards feen. The next voyage to the 
fouthward of the equator, in which any inter
courfe was had with the people who inhabit the 
iilands of this ocean, was that of ~iros, who 
landed at Sagittaria, the iiland of Handfome Peo
ple, and at Tierra del Efpiritu Santo: at all which 
places, as well as at thofe with which they had 
any communication, it muft undoubtedly have 
been made known. To him fucceeded in this 
navigation, Le Maire and Schouten, whofe con
nections with the natives began much farther to 
the eaftward, and terminated at Cocos and Horn 
iilands. It is certain that the inhabitants of Ota
heite and the Society If1es had a knowledge of 
iron, and purchafed it with the greateft avidity 
when Captain Wallis difcovered Otaheite; and 
they eQuId only have acquired this knowledge 
through the mediation of thofe neighbouring 
Wands at which it had been originally left. They 
acknowledge indeed, that this was really the 
cafe; and they have fince informed us, that they 
h~ld it in fuch eftimation before the arrival of 
Captain Wallis, that an Otaheitean chief, who 
had gained poffeffion of two nails, received no 
fmall emolument~ by letting out the ufe of them 

~ 3 to 
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to his neighbours. for the purpofe of 'boring 
holes. The natives of the Society Hlands, whom 
we found at Wateeoo, had been driven to that 
place long after the knowledge and ufe of iron 
had been thus introduced among their country
JTlen; and though perhaps they had no fpecimen 
of it with them, they would naturally communi
cate at that ifland, by defcription, their know
ledge of this ufeful metal. From the people 
of Wateeoo, again, thofe of Hervey's Hland 
might derive that inclination for it, of which we 
had fufficient proofs during our ibort intercourfe 
with them. 

The confideration of thefe faCts, will ihew how 
the Knowledge of iron has been conveyed through
out the Pacific Ocean, to iflands which have 
never had an immediate conneCtion with Euro
peans; and it may eafily be imagined, that 
wherever the hiftory of it on..ly has been reported, 
or a very inconfiderable quantity of it has been 
left, the greater eagernefs will be ibewn by the 
inhabitants to procure plentiful fupplies of it. 
Thl! application of thefe particulars to the object 
of our prefent canfideration is manifeft. The 
natives of Atooi and Oneeheow, without having 
ever been vifited by Europeans before us, might 
have received this metal from intermediate Wands. 
fituated between them and the Ladrones, which 
the Spaniards have frequented almoft ever fince 
the period of Magellan's voyage. Or, if the 

diftant 



'ACIFIC OCEAN~ IS] 

difiant weftem pofition of the Ladrones fhould 
detraCl: from the probability of this folutian, 
is there not the American continent to wind
ward, where the Spaniards have been fettled for 
upwards of two centuries and a half; during 
which long fpace of time, fhipwrecks muft fre
quently have happened on its coafts? It cannot 
be deemed furprizing, that part of fuch wrecks, 
containing iron, fhould by the eafterly trade
winds, be occafionally caft upon fome of thofe 
ifiands which are difperfcd about this immenfe 
ocean. The diftance of Atooi from America. 
is no argument againft this fuppofition; and 
(!ven if it were, it would not deftroy it. This 
ocean is annually traverfed by Spanifh veffels; 
and it is highly probable, that befides the acci
dent of lofing a maft and its appendages, cafks 
with iron-hoops, and many other things that con_ 
tain iron, may fall or be thrown overboard du~ 
ring fo long a paffage, and thus find thdr way to 

. land. Thefe are not mere conj~\l;fes.; tor one 
of Captain Cook's people aCl:ually faw. fome wood 
in a houfe at Wymoa. which he fuppofed to be 
fir; it was worm-eaten, and the natives informed 
him, that it had been driven afhore by the 
waves; and we had their own ~xprefs teftimony, 
that they had obtained from fome place to the 
eaftward, the fpecimens of iron found among 
~km. 

From 
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From this digreffion, (if it can juftly b~ ca1ie4 
fo) let us return to the obfervations ,ma<Je dUl"~g 
our continuance at Atooi. The canoes of t~e~ 
people are commonly about four-and-twenty ,f~e~ 
in length, and have the bottom in genera! forlI\e4 
of OJ fingle piece of wood, hollowed o,ut· to the 
thicknefs of an inch or more, and brough~, to a 
point at each end. The fides are compofe~ of 
three boards, each about all inch thick, ne.dy fitte4 
and lallied to the bottom. The extremiti~ both at 
head and item are a little eIevatf;d, and bot~. 

are made fharp, fomewhat refembling a 'Yedg~.: 
but they flatten more abruptly, fo thatthetwQ 
fide-boards join each other fide by fide for u~ 
wards of a foot. As they feldom exceed a foo; 
and a half in breadth, thofe that go f1.l1gle (for 
they fometimes join them) have out-riggeq, 
which are ibaped and fitted with more judgment 
than any we had before [een. They are rowed: by 
paddles, fuch as we had generally obferved at 
other iflands; and fame of them have a light 
triangular fail extended t9 a mail: and boom. 
The ropes which they u[e for their boats, and 
the fmaller cords for their fiibing-tackle; ar~ 
il:rong and neatly made. ' 

They are by no means novices in the; art of 
agriculture. The vale-ground is one coJitinue4 
plantation of laro, and fome other articl~, which 
have all the appearance of being carefullYiJ at
tended to. The potatoe-field~ and fpots of 

fugae-
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fugar-cane, or plantains, on the higher grounds, 
are planted with great regularity; but neither 
thefe, nor the others, are inclofed with any fence, 
unlcfs we confider the ditches in the low grounds 
as fuch; which, it is more probable, are defign
ed to convey water to the larlJ. The great quan
tity and excellence of thefe articles may perhaps 
be as much owing to fkilful culture as natural 
fertility of foil, which feems better adapted to 
them than to bread-fruit and cocoa-nut trees; 
the few we faw of thefe latter not being in a thriv
ing ftate. Notwithftanding this fkill in agricul
ture, the ifiand, f~om its general appearance, feem
ed to be capable of more extenfive improvement, 
and of maintaining thrice as many inhabitants 
as are now upon it; for the greater part of it, 
that now lies wafte, was apparently as good a foil 
as thofe parts that are cultivated. It muft there
fore be inferred, that thefe people do not increafc 
in that proportion, which would render it ne
ceIfarr for them to take advantage of the extent 
of their ifiand, toward raifing a greater quantity of 
its vegetable productions for their maintenance. 

Though Captain Cook did not fee a chief of 
any note, there were however feveral, as the 
ifianders informed us, who refide at Atooi, and 
to whom they profhate themfelves as a mark of 
homage and refpect. This proftration feems equi
valent to the moe moea, paid to the chiefs of 
the Friendly Iflands, and is here denominated 

hamoca. 



J 86 A v 0 Y ACE '1' 0 T D'z 

hal1lOM, or moe. Whether they were at Brft afraid 
to fuew themfelves, or happened to be abfentj 

we cannot determine; but, after the Refolution 
had left the ifland, one of thefe great men made 
his appearancc, and vifited Captain Clerke on 
board the Difcovery; he came off in a double 
canoe; and, like the fovereign of the Friendly
IOes, paid no regard to the fmall canoes that 
chanced to be in his way, but ran againft, Or 

over them, without making the leaft attempt to 
avoid them. And it was impoffible for thefe! 
poor people to avoid him, for they could not then 
manage their canoes, it being a neceffary mark 
of their fubmiffion that thcy fuould lie down till 
he had paired. His attem4nts affifted him in 
getting on board the £hip, and placed him in the 
gang-way, where they ftood round him, holding 
each other by the hands; nor wduld they fuffer 
anyone to approach him but Captain Clerke 
hini/elf. He was a young man, apparelled from 
head to foot, and was accompanied by a young 
woman, who was perhaps his wife. His name 
was faid to be Tamahano. Captain Clerke hav~ 
ing made him fome prefents, received from him, 
in teturn', a large bowl, fupported by two figures 
of men, the carving of which difplayed fome de
gree of fkill, both with refpect: to the defign and 
the execution. This bowl ufed to be filled with 
the kava, or· ava (as it is termed at Otaheice.l, 
which liquor.is prepared and drank here as at: 

th~ 
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the other Wands of the Pacific Ocean. Captain-
\ Clerke could not prevail upon this chief to go 

below, nor to move from the fpot where his at
tendants had "firft placed him. After remaining 
fome time in the {hip, he was carried back into 
his canoe, and returned to the iGand. The fol
lowing day feveral meffages were fent to Cap
tain Clerke, inviting him to return the vifit on 
{hore, and giving him to underftand that the 
chief had prepared a confiderable prefent for the 
occafion; but the Captain being anxious to get 
out to fea, and join the Refolution, did not think 
proper to accept of the invitation. 

The {hort and imperfect intercourfe we had 
with the natives did not enable us to form any 
accurate judgment of the form of government 
eftablifhed amongft them; but, from the general 
fimilarity of cuftoms, and particularly from what 
we obferved of the honours paid to their chiefs, 
it feems reafonable to imagine that it is of the 
fame nature with that which prevails in alI" the 
iflands we had hitherto vifited; and, in all pro
bability their wars among themfelves are equally 
frequent. This, indeed, might be inferred from 
the number of weapons which we found in their" 
poffeffion, and from the excellent order in which 
they kept them. But we had proofs of the fact 
from their own confeffion; and, as we were in
formed, thefe wars are carried on between t!le 
different diftriCl:s of their own Wand, as well as 

between 
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between it and the' neighbouring inhabitants of 
.the ,iOes of Oneeheow and Oreehoua. We fcarcely 
need affign any other caufe befides this to ac~ 

count for the appearance, before:"Iilentioned, of 
their population not being proportioned to the 
extent of their ground that is capable of culti~ 
varion. 

Befides their fpears, formed of a fine browniflJ 
'wood, beautifully polifhed, fome of which are 
barbed at one end, and flattened to a point at the 
other, they have a kind of weapon which we had 
never met with before. It fome"'hat refemble~ 
a dagger, and is in general about eighteen 
inches in length; fharpened at Qne or both ends. 
and fecured to the hand by a fhing. Its ufe i$ 
to ftab in clofe combat, and it fcems well adapt ... 
ed to that purpofe. . Some of thefe may be de ... 
nominated double daggers, having a handle in 
the middle, with which they are the better en
abled to ftrike difterent ways. They h\lve likewife 
bows and arrows ; but, both from their {lender 
conftrucrion and their apparent fcarcity, it is 
probable that they never make u[e of them in 
battle. The knife or faw, already mentioned. 
with which they diffecr the dead bodies of theif 
enemies, may al[o be ranked among their wea
pons, as they both ftrike and cut with it when 
engaged in clore fight. It is a fmall flat wooden 
inftrument, about a foot in length, of an oblong 
fhape, rounded at the corners; its edges are fur .. 

rouQded 



1" A C I FI C 0 C £ A N. 18 

rounded with tharla' teeth ftrongly fixed to it. 
and pointing outwards; and it has generally a 
hole in the handle, through which paffes a long 
ftring, which they wrap feveral times round the 
wrift. We alfo conjectured, that they ufe flings 
on fome occafions, for we procured fame pieces 
of the htCmatites, or blood-ftone, artificially made 
of'an oval form, longitudinally divided, with a 
narrow groove in the middle of the convex part. 
To this, the perf on who had one of them, applied 
a thin cord, but would not difpofe of it, though 
he "":1S not unwilling to part with the fione, 
which, :,s it weighed a pound, muft prove fatal 
when thrown with fome degree of force. We 
likewife faw fome pieces of whetftone, neatly po
lifhed, of an oval figure, but iOmewhat pointed 
towards each end; nearly refembling in fhape 
fome ftones feen by Captain Cook at New Cale
donia in 1774, and made ufe of there in flings. 

As fome of their religious inftitutions, and 
their method of difpofing of their dead, firong
Iy indicate an affinity between the manners (,1' 
thefe people and of the natives of the Fr;-:rrdly 
and Society Il1ands, we will mention a few par
ticulars that will ferve to place this in a firikmg 
point of view. The inhabitants of Tongaraboo 
bury their dead with great decency, and they alfo 
inter their human facrifices; but they do not, to 

our knowledge, olfer allY other animal, or even. 
vegetable, to their deities. The Otaheiteans do 

not 
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not inter their dead, but eXpdfe them to wail. 
by time and putrefafriol'i, though they afterwards 
bury the bones;. and, this being the cafe; it is 
remarkable, that they !hould inter the entire b0-
dies of their human facrifices. They alfo offer 
up to theirJ gods other animals and 'vegetables ; 
but are far from being attentive to the condition 
of the places where they celebrate thofe folemn 
rites; moft of their marais being in a ruinous 
frate, and !hewing manifeft tokens of negleCl:. 
The people of Atooi, again, bury both their c~rn
mon dead, and their human facrifices. as at Ton. 
gataboo; but they refemble thofe of Otaheite 
in offering vegetables and animals to their gods, 
and in the neglected ftate of their religious places. 

The taboo alfo prevails in Atooi in its full ex
tent, and apparently with greater ftrictnefs than 
even at Tongataboo. For the natives here al. 
ways afked, with great eagernefs, and with indi
cations of a fear of offending, whether any par
ticular thing, which they defired to fee, or we 
were unwilling to !hew, was taboo, or (as they 
pronounced the word) taioo? The mai raii, or 
prohibited articles at the Society Hlands, though 
undoubtedly the fame thing, did not appear. to 

be fo rigorouily obferved by them. except with 
regard to the dead; reffecting whom we thought 
them more fuperftitious than any of the others 
were. Thefe, however, are circumftances con
cerning which we cannot pretend to fpeak deci-

fively; 
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five1y; and we fhall only obferve, to ihew the 
fimilitude in other points conneCl::ed with religion, 
that the tabounas, or priefts, feem to be as nume
rous here as at the other Wands. 

But whatever refemblance we might difcovet 
between the general manners of the inhabitants 
of Atooi and thofe of Otaheite, thefe were lefs 
llriking than the fimilarity of language. Indeed, 
(he languages of both places may be faid to be 
almoft entirely the fame. Thl! people of Atooi, 
in general, have neither the ftrong guttural 
~ronunciation of the New-Zealanders, nor that 
fmaller degree of it, which alfo diftinguiihes the 
Friendly Wanders; and they have not only adopt
ed rhe foft mode of the Otaheiteans, in avoiding 

_harih founds, but the whole idiom of their lan
guage; making ufe of the fame affixes and fuf_ 
fixes to their words, and the fame meafure and 
cadence in their fongs; at firft hearing, indeed, a 
fuanger may perceive fome difagreement; but 
it ihould be confidered, that the natives of Ota
heite, from their frequent conneCl::ions with the 
Engliih, had learned, in fome meafure, to adapt 
themfelves to our imperfect knowledge of their 
language, by ufing the moft common and even 
corrupted expreffions in converfation with us; 
whereas, when they talked with each other, and 
ufed the feveral parts necelfary to propriety of 
fpeech, they were hardly at all underftood by thofe 
a.mong us, who had made the great eft progrcfs 

m 
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in the knowledge of their vocabulary. A !ill: or 
words was collet1:ed at Atooi, by the indefatigable 
Mr. Anderfon, who embraced every opportunity 
of tendering our voyage ufeful to thofe who 
amufe themfelves in tracing the emigrations of 
the various tribes that have peopled the globe, 
by the moft convincing of all arguments, that 
drawn from the coincidence of language. 

How widely has this nation diffufed itfeI£, in 
fo many detached iflands, fo far diftant from each 
other in every quarter of the Pacific Ocean! 
We find it, from New-Zealand, in the fouth, as 
far as the Sandwich If1ands to the northward; and" 
in another diret1:ion, from Eafter If1and to the 
New Hebrides; that is, over an extent of fixty 
degrees of latitude, or three thoufand fix hundred 
miles north and fouth; and eighty-three degrees 
of longitude, or four thoufand nine hundred and 
eighty miles eaft and weft! How much farther, 
in either of thofe diret1:ions, its colonies reach, is 
not known; but, from what we are already ac
quainted with, we are authorized in pronouncing 
it to be the moft extenfivc nation upon earth, 
though, perhaps, not the moft numerous. 

If the Sandwich If1ands had been difcovered 
at an early period by the Spaniards, they would 
doubtlefs have availed themfelves of fo excellent 
a fituation, and have made ufe of Atooi, or fome 
other of the iOands, as a place of refrefhment for 
the ihips that fail annually between Manilla and 

Acapulco. 
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Acapulco. They lie almoil: midway between the 
}aft mentioned place and Guam, one of the La. 
drones, which is at prefent theif only port in. 
traverfing this vall: ocean; and it would not have: 
been a week's fail out of their ordinary route, to 

have touched at them. An acquaintance with. 
the Sandwich HIes would' alfo have been equally 
favourable to our Buccaneers> who have fome
times paffed from the coaft of America to the 
Ladrones, with a ftock of provifions and water 
fcarcely adequate to the fuppon of life. Here 
they might always have met with a plentiful fup
,ply, and have been within a month's fail of the 
-very part of California, which the Manilla fhip ill 
obliged to make. How happy would Lord An. 
(on have been, and what difficulties would he 
have avoided, had he known that there was :;t. 

cl\.lfier of iflands, half way between America and 
Tinian, where all his wants mi~ht have been ef· 
feCl:uaUy relieved! 

o CHAP. 
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C HAP. XlII. 

Obftrvations on the Longitude, <fides, &c.-Proceed 
on the Voyage-Weather remarkably mild ar far 
as the Latitude 440 North-Scarcity of Oceanic 
Bil-ds in the Northern Hemifphere-Beautifui 
Sea-Animals dejcribed, fuppoftd by Mr. Ander

Jon to be a new '/pedes of Onijcus-See the Coaft 
of North-America-Defcription of the Country
Difficulties at Cape Foulzteather-Stormy and tem
pejluous Weather-StriClures on Martin d'Agui. 
lar's River-Fallacy of Juan de Fuca's pretend
ed Strait-An Inlet difcovered-Yhe Ships an
chor there, and are vijited OJ Numbers of Ib, 
Nati1m-Their Behaviour. 

T HE Difco.ery having joined us, we flood 
away to the northward, with a gentle gale 

from the eaft. The tides are fo intonfiderable at 
the Sandwich Ifiands, that, with the great furf 
breaking againft the fhore, it was difficult, at all 
times, to know whether we had high or low wa
ter, or whether it ebbed or flowed. On the fouth 
fide of Atooi, a current generally fet to the weft
ward, or north-weft ward. But, when we were at 
anchor off Oneeheow, we found a current fetting 
nearly north-weft and fouth-eaa, fix hours each 
wa,'. This was doubtlefs a regular tide, and the 
flood appeared to COme from the north-weft. 

But, 
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But, to a~'oiddigreffiQn; ,on Saturday the 7th 
(If February, we werc in the Jatitude of 29" north; 
and in the longitude of 2000 eail:, the wind veer
inO" to fouth-eail:. We il:eered north·eail: and caft o ' ", 
till ,the I :!th" when the wind had yeered round to 
~orth~eail:, and eail:-norrh-eafi. Wt; then tacked 
and il:ood to the northward, being in the latitude 
of 30° north, and in the longitude of 206 0 J 5' 
eail:. In this advanced latitude, and even in the 
winter [eaCon, we had only begun to feel a fenfl
tion of cold in the mornings and evenings; a 
proof of the equal an~ durable influence of the 
peat of the fun, at all times, to 300 on each fide 
the line. After that, the dilproportion is known 
to become very great. This mun be principally 
attributed to the direction of the fun's rays, in
depe\ldent of the bare di1hnce, which is not 
equal to the effeCt. On ThurfJay the 19th of 
February, the wind veered to fourh ,caft, and we 
were again enabled to il:cer to the eaft, 'inclining 
a little to the north. On the 25th, we read:ed 
the latitude of 420 30', and the longitude of 2190 ; 

when we began to meet with th<: rock-weed, 
mentioned in Lord Anfon's voyage, by the namc 
of fea-!eel<, wbich is generaJ:y [cen by the Ma
nilla fbips. Sometimes a piece of "'ood appear
ed; but, if we bad not known' tbat we were near 
the continent Of North America, we might have 
fuppofed, from the few figns of viciniry of Iapd 

thet we had f~eni that we were:: r.ot wi,hin fome 
o .2 ~h~\l-
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thoufand leagues of any.' Since we left Sa!Jdwich 
lflands, we had hardly beheld a bird, or any other 

oceanIc animal. 
On the lit of March, we had a calm day, 

which was fuccceded by a wind from the north, 
with which we frood to the eafr, intending to 
make land. We ought to have been near it, ac
cording to the charts. Such moderate and mild 
weather appeared to us very extraordinary, when 
we were fa far north, and fa near an extenfive 
continent, at this time of the year. The feafon 
mull: have been remarkably mild, for Sir Francis 
Drake met with very revere cold, about this lao 
titude, even in the month of June *. Vifcaino, 
indeed, who was in the fame part of the world, 
in the depth of wimer, hardly takes notice of the 
cold, and mentions a ridge of {nowy mountains, 
on this coan, as fomething extraordinary +. 

It is a fingular circumltance, that we fhould 
meet with fo few birds, compared ,to thofe we, 

'faw in the fame latitudes, to the fouth of the line. 
This mull: either proceed from a fcarcity of them, 

or from a deficiency of refting-places.. Henc~ 

it may be concluded, that, in the fouthern he
mifphere, beyond 40", the fpecies are much more 
numerous, and the iflands more plentifully fcat • 

.. See Sir F rands Drake'i Voyagej in Campben'~ Edition 
",.f Harris, vol. i. p. 1 S. 

t Vanegas'S Hiil. of California, vol. ii. p. !19' 

tered, 
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tered,_ than any where near that latitude, between 

the coaft of CAlifornia andJnpan. 
On t~e mornjng of the 2d, during a calm,. 

part -of th~ fea appeared to be covered \\ith a kind 
of flime,_ and fame fmall fea animals were feen 
fwimming :about. Thofe which were moft con
fpicuous, wer(!'of the gelatinous kind, aimoft 
globular; a fm'lller fort had a white or fhi\1ing 
a-ppearance, and were in great abundance. SO::lC 

of the latter were pu't into a glafs cup, with fome 
faIt water~; and, when in a prone fituation, they 
appeared like fn,lall fcales or pieces of filver. -

When they [warn about, which they did with 
equal eafe in various directions, they emitted the 
brighteft colours of the moft valuable gems, ac
cording to their polition refpecting the light.) 
At one time they appeared pellucid, at another 
~ifplaying the various tints of blue, from a fap
phirine to a violet, mixed with a kind of ruby. 
and glowing with [ufficient firength to illuminate 
the glafs -and water. When the vdfel was held 

to the firongefi light, the tints appeared mo~ 
vivid; but almofl: vaniihed when the animals fub
llded to. the bottom, and they had then ~ br.ownilh 
appearance. By candle-light, the colpur" was 
principally, a b~al1tif111 pale green, with a kllid 
~f burnilhed glofs; and, in the dark, it faintly 

exhibited a glowing fire. 
- They are a new- fpecies of onijeus, and were 

~all~d, by Mr. Anderfon, ani/cu; julgens; being 
. 0 ,3 fll,r-
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fuppofed to be an anim~l that contributes to that' 
lucid appearance, Often obferved atfea, in th~ 
night. Two large birds fettled, this day~ on the 
water, near' the' fhip~ One Was the prDctllarjti 
maxima; and the other, of little more than half 
the maanitude of the former, appeared to be of 

l:> • 

the albatroft kind. It was larger than 11 fea-gull, 
but refembled it in other refpefts.About noon~ 
on the 6th, we beheld two' [eals,' and' feveral 
whales; and early the next iuorning,' the Ibng~ 
expected coaft of New Albion' iii wasfeeri, at tIre 
diftance 'of ten or tWelve leag~es,extending from 
north-eaft to footh-eaft. At" noon; \ye were 'in 
the latitude of 440 33' north, and in the longitude' 
of 235 0 20' eaft, and the land about eight league$ 
diftant. ' . '", , 

We 'had now feventy-three fathoms water, over 
a muddy bl'lttom, and found ninety fathoms about 
a league farther off. The land, which was of a 
moderate height, appeared to be diver/Hied with 
hills and vallies, and principally covered with 
wood. No very ftriking object, however, pre.: 
fented itfelf; except an high hill, with a flat fum~ 
mit, which bore eaft from us at noon. The 
land, formed a' point at the northern' extreme~ 
which Captain Cook named 'Cape Fou/well/her; 
from the exceeding bad weather we afterwardf 
PIet with. ' I 

~ So na(l1ed by Sit Frallcis Drake. 

After 
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After variable light, airs and calms, at eight 
o'clock in the,evening of the 7th, a breeze fprung 
up at fouth-weft. We fl:ood to the nonh-wefl:, 
under an ellfy fail, in.tending to range along the 
cqall: at day light. But, the next morning, at 
four, the wind havingfhifted to north-weft. it 
blew in fqualls, with rain. Till near ten o'clock 

Qur comfe was north-eaft; but, not being able 
to make any progrefs on this tack, and feeing 
~othing that had the appearance of an harbour, 
we tacked, and ftood off fouth-well:. Cape F oul
weather, at this time, bore north-eafl: by north, 
qifl:ant about eight leagues. 

In the evening of the 8th, the wind veered to 
tpe north-well:, with fqualls, hail, and fleet; 
~nd, the weather being hazy and thick, we fl:ood 
out to fea till about noon the next day, when we 
flood in again for the land, which, we raw at-twQ 
i!l the afternoon, bearing eafl:-north -eaft. In th e 
(.vening, the wind veered more to the well:, and 
the weather grew worfe, which obliged us to tack. 
and fl:and off ~ill about four the next morning, 
\Yhen w~ frood in agai[l. In the afternoon, at 
four, we difcoyered the bnd~ which, ar fix, was 
~bout eight l~ague~ di~~nt. Here we tacked, 
and founded, but could nQt reach the ground 
witb a line of ope ljundred and fixty farhoms. 
'We fl:ood off till near midnight, anq then fto'()d 
in again. At half pall: fix, the l~ext ~orning, we 
were abou,t ~hre\! leagues from the land. Seeing 
, ,'. , 04: ' l~othing 
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nothing like a harbour, ano the weather continuo, 
ing unfettled, we tacked and firetched off fOuth.~ 
weft, having then fifty-five fathoms water. '" 

The land which we appToached, when we tack. 
ed, is moderately high, but, in many 'places, it 
rifes' £till higher within. It is diverfified with 
hills and rifing grounds, many of which are co~ 
vercd with tall {1:raight trees; and others, whieh 
were not fo high, grew in fpots, like clumps oi 
coppices; but the [paces between, and the fide~ 
of the rifing grounds, were clear. . 

Though, perhaps, as a fummer profped', this 
might be very agreeable, yet, at this feafon, it had 
an uncomfortable appearance, the bare ,'grounds 
'along' the coafi being covered with {now, which 
fetmed to lie in abundac'e between the hills and 
'rifing grounds; and in many places, towards the 
fea, had, at a difiance, the appearance of white 
cliffs. On the rifing grounds, the fnow was thin
ner [pread; and farther inland, there feemed to\ 
be none at all. Hence it might,' .perhaps, '. be ' 
concluded, that the fnow which we had feen to; 
wards the fca, had fallen the preceding night; 
which was, indeed, the coldefi we had experi~ 
enced finee our arrival on that eoafi; and a, kind 
of fleet fometimes fell.' 1 

The f;oafi appeared almoft ilraight in every 
'part, not'having any opening or inlet, and ter~ 
minated in a kind of white fandy beach; though 
'it was i:mgined by fame on board, that [UGh ap-

pearance 
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pcarance was owing to the fnow. Each extreme_ 
of the land iliat out into a 'point; the norther'li 
one was that which we had feen on the 7th, and. 
therefore Captain Cook called it Cape PerpeJua., 
~ts 'latitude is 44 0 6' north, and its longitude, 
235 0 52' eall:. The fouthern extreme the Com
modore named Cape Gregory.. It lies in the lati
tude of 43 11 30', and in the longitude of 235 0 57" 
eaft. This point is rendered remarkable, by the 
land of it rifing immediately from the fea, to a. 
~olerable height, and that on each fide of it is. 
very low. We ftood off till almoft one in the 
afternoon, and"·then tacked and ftood in, hoping, 
in the' night, to have the wind off from the land. 
We were, however, miftaken, for, at five o'clock 
it veered to the weft and fauth-weft, which in
duced us once more to ftand out to fea. 
, Cape Perpetua now bore north-eaU by north; 
;md tbe fartheft land to the fouth of Cape Gre
gory, bore fouth by eaft, diftant about ten or 
twelve leagues. Its latitude will therefore be 
43 0 10', and its longitude 235 Q 55' eaft. Thi~ is! 
nearly the fituation of Cape Blanco, difcovered 
~he 19th of January, 1603, by Martin d' Aguilar. 
It'is remarkable thar, in this very latitude, Geo
graphers 'h~ve placed a large entrance or ftrair .. 
afcribing the difcovery of it to the fame naviga
tor; whereas nothing more is' mentior.ed in his 

yoyage, than his having di[co~ered a large riv~r 
III 
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in this lltuation,· which he, would hay~ entered. 
but was hindered by the currents. 

The wind was nOW very unfettled, and blew, 
in fqualls, with (nolY {powers. At midnight~ 
it !hiftt:d to weft-nprt4-¥\'eft, and prefently in: 
ereafed to a very harp gale, with heavy [qualls, 
and 11eet, or fnow. \Ve had f!ot a c110ice now; 
hut were obliged tp ftre~ch to th~ (outhward, tq 
get clear of the coaft. Thi~ was done under 
more fail than the !hips coulq be~r with fafety. 
put it ¥\,<\5 abfolutel y necefiary to ayoid the mon; 
imminent danger of btring forced of! fhor~. Thi~ 

gale abated at eight o'clo~k in "h~ n19rning of 
the 13th, and then w~ ftood ill agaii1 for the I~nq. 
The wind remained at weft and north-~ven; 
Storms, breezes, and calms, alternately fucceed~ 

ed each other, till the the morning of the 21ft, whe~ 
a breeze fprung up at foutJ:t weft. This be-ing 
;lccompanied with fair weather, w:e {leered north~ 
~afterly, hoping to fall in with th~ la\l.d, beYQ,Il,d 
where we had been toffed about for th~ pre~edi~g 
fortnight. In the evening, the wind !hifted to 
~he we~ward, and the next morning, about eight 
r'c1ock, we heheld the land at the diftance of 
about nine leagl1e~. QU,r l~titude was now 47° 
5' north, and our longitude 1.35Q la' eaft. We 
frood to the north, with a fine breeze, till near 
feven in the evenin CT, when we tacked in order 

.b. .' , . : 

~o wait for day-light. \Ve were now in fo~t}'-

eight fathoms water, and four leagues from the 
. land, 

, ; 
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and, extending from north to fouth-ean ; and a 
fmall round hill, which we fuppofed to be an 
Wand, bore north three qu:trters eail:, at the dif
tance of about fix or feven leagues. It feemed to 
be of a tolerable height, and could but juft be 
teen from the deck. 

There appeared to be a fmall opening between 
this fuppo[ed ifland, and the northern e~treme of 
the land; we therefore entertained forne hope~ 

Clf finding an harbour; but thefe hopes g,adu~ 
ally vanifhed as we grew nearer; and, at length, 
we were almoft convinced, that the opening was 
clofed by low land. The Commodore, for this 
feafon, named the point of l~nd to the north of 
it, Cape Flattery. Its latitude is 480 IS' north, 
and its longitude 235 0 3' eaft. 

All the land upon this part of the coaft, is of 
a pretty eq{lal height, is principally covl:red with 
wood, and has a very fertile appearance. In this 
very 'latitude, ' Geographers have placed the pre
tended ttrait of Juan de Fuca. But nothing of 
that kind 'pre[entecl itfelf to our view, nor is it 
probable that any fuch thing ever exifted. \Ve 
fi90d to the foutqward till midnight, and !hen 
tacked, and,- with a gentk breeze at fouth-weft, 
fleered to the north-wefr, intending, at day-light, 
to ftand in for the land. But, before that time, 
we had a very hard gale, with rain, right on 

1l10re; infiead, therefore, of runniBg in for the; 

find, we f!ndeayoll\"ed to get an offing, or, at 
1 , leaft, 
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leail, to prc[crve that which we had already got~ 
The.fouth-weit wind, however, did not continua 
long, for it veered again to the weitbefQre night. 

Thus were we perpetually encountering with 
ilrong \'ie£1: and north-weft winds. in an even. 
ing, the wind would fOlnetimes become mode~ 
rate, and veer fouthward ; but this wa~ a certain 
l'~elude t6 a £1:onn, \Vh :ch blew the hard~ft at 

{outh-[ourh-ea£1:, and was generally acc(lmpanied 
with rain ano :fleet. In the courfe of fix. hours, 
it was uitdly ft~cceeded by a gale from the north. 
weft, \\,!'!l~h introduc~d Li~ weather. About nine 
o'clock [n the morning, of Sunday the 29th, we 
again faw the land, the neareft part about fi~ 

leagues difhnt. V.-e were now in the latitude of 
49° 29' north, and in the longitude of 232- 29' 
ea£1:. . 

The flce of the country was very different 
from that of the parts which we had before ~en.; 
~umb('rs of lofty mountains prefented themfdves 
to our Vi('IV, whore fummits Were covered with 
fnow. The v31li~s between them, :md the lan4 
towards tbe coaft, were coveretl with high 1lraight 
trees, that appeared like a vafr foreil;. A 10\V 
point was formed, at the fouth-eall: extreme of 
the land, off which aye feveral brea~er5, occafi.·
oned by [orne fUll ken rocks. It w~s therefore 
called Point Bre<?,':erI. Its latitude is 490 . J /' 

north, and its longitutle 2330 20' eall:. The la
titude of the other extreme is ;lbout 50°, and the 

lon~itllde 
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Jongitud~ 232°. This laft was n 1D,c,l !Fool :'; 

P"int. It is high land, and projeCts to tbe 1(;\1;]:

weft. 

Between .thefe two points, a la:ge bly is fom~:" 
ed, which the CommoJorc called fiupe na)"; h<lp

ing, as he [aid, to find in it a good harbour; 

and the event proved that he was not miftakcn. 
As we approached the coa11:; we faw the appear~ 
ance of two inlets; one of which was in :he north. 

weft; and the other in the 110:-ti1·caft corner of 
the bay. \V c Lore up for the htler, ~UJd l'aff~(t 

forne breakers about a le!lgue from the ;:lr,re_ 

Half a league witham them, we had nineteen and 
twenty fathoms water; but, after we had l'alkd 
them, the depth increafed to fifty fathoms; ac,l 
farther in, the ground was unfathomable with the 
greateft length of line. 

Though appearances were in our favour, we 

were not yet certain that there were allY inlets; 

but, being in a deep bay, Captain Cook rdolv

cd to anchor, in order to endeavour to get fame 
'water, which we began to be much in need. 0;'. 
As we advanced, however, the exifrcncc o( the 
inlet no longer remained doubtful. About {iVe' 

o'clock, when we reached the welt pll~nt of it, 
we were becalmed foJ' forne time. In .this fitU3-

tion, the Commodore ordered all the boats to be: 

hoi fled Ollt, in order to tow the f11ip, ill. Pre

fentlya frdh brcfze fprung up at ncnh-wefl, \·.idt 

which we firetchcd lip into an oHm of the inkr, 
wl11cn 
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which fan in to the north-eaft. Here we wer~ 
lIgain becalmed, and found it ne~elfary to ltlu:;nar 
in eighty five fathoms water; and fo near the la'nd 
as to be able to reach it with a hawfer: The Dif
covery was becalmed before !he got within' the' 
arm, where (he anchored in fev~nty fathom's' 
water. 

As fooll as we approached the inlet, We per. 
ceived the coaft to be inhabited; and three ca~ 
noes came off to the fhip, at the place where we 
were firft becalmed; in one of which were two 
Ulen, in another fix, and in the other ten'. Ad~ 

vancing pretty near us, a perf on flood up in one 
of the two laft, and fpoke for a confiderable time, 
inviting us, as we fu-ppofed by his geftures, to go 
alhore; and, at the fame time, continued {1:rew. 
ing handfuls of feathers towards us. Some of 

his companions al[o threw a red powder in the 
fame manner, I 

The perron who was the orator upon this oc. 
calion, was clothed with the frill of fome ani· 
mal, and held fomething in each hand which rat
tled as he fhook it. A:t length, grown weary 
with his repeated exhortations, of which we could 
tlot comprehend a word, he became quiet; and 
the others, in their turn, had fomething to fay 
to us ; but their fpeeches were neither fo long, 
nor fa vehement as that of the other. The hair 
IIf two or three of thefe people was ftrewed over 

with 
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with fmall white {eathet'S; and that of other~, 
'With Jarge ones, ftuck into diff<::rent parts. 

The tumultuous noire having ceared, they lay 
at a fmall difrance from the fbip, converfing to
gether with much eafe and compofure, without 
:fbewing the leaft diftruft 'or furprize. Some of 
them rofe, occafionally, and faid fomething aloud, 
after the manner of their firft harangues; and 
one, in particular, fung a moft agreeable air, 
accompanied with a great degree of nlelody and 
foftnefs; the word hacla being frequently repeated 
as the burden of the fang. 

A breeze fpringing up fO'on after, brought i.15 

clafer to the fbore, when the canoes began to vi tit 
us in great numbers; haVing had, at one time, 
no lefs than thirty-two of them abollt the fbi"p, 
containing from three to {even or eight perfon!> 
each, and of both {exes. Se~'eral of thde alfo 
ftood up and fpake aloud, ufing the fame gef
tures as our fira vifitors. One canoe particu~ 

larly attracted our obfervation, by a peculiar 
head, which had a bird's eye, and an enormou> 
Jarge beak, pain~ed on it. The perfon who WJ, 

in it, and who appeared to be a chief, was equally 
remarkable for his fingular appearance; having a 
large quantity of feathers hanging from his heael, 
and being painted or fmeared in a \'ery extraor
dinary manner. rn his hand he had a carved 
bird of wood, of the fize of a pigeon, with which 
h; often ratrled, like the perfon btfore-rnC1Jl;r:lll-

eel, 
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ed, and was equally vociferous_ in bis harangue; 
which was accompanied with many expreffive 
geftures. Though our vifttors were fo peaceable', 
that they could not be fufpecred of any hoftil\l 
intention, not any of them could be prevailed 
upon to come on board. They were very ready, 
nowever, to part with any thing they had~ and 
received whatever we offered them in exchange; 
.but were more folicitous after iron, than any of 
our other articles of commerce; appearing to be 
110 ftrangers to the ufe of that valuable metal. 

\Ve were followed, by many of the canoes, to 
our anchoring-place; and a group, confifting of 
about ten or a dozen of them, continued slong
fide the Refolution the greateft part of the night. 
Hence we flattered ourfeIves, that we were fo 
comfortably fituated, as to be able to get all our 
wants fupplied, and forget the delays and hard
fuips we had experienced, in almoft a conftanr 
fucceffion of adverfe winds and tempeftuous wea ... 
ther, ever /iDee our arrival upon this coaft. -

A VOY--
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TRANSACTIONS WITg THE NATIVES OF NORTH. 

AMERICA; DIS~OVERIES ON THA T' COAST AND, 

THE EASTERN EXTREMITY OF ASIA, A.ND RE. 

TURN SOUT,HW ARD TO THE SAN DWICH ISLANPS. 

C HAP. I. 
/lrrival at the Sound-Moor 'in an excellent Bar
. Pour-Viji/ed by great Numbers of the NativeJj 

who are an inoffenfive Race of People-Variety 
" Articles brought 10 Barter, particularly hu
man Skulls-Mijchievoul 7'hefts committed-The 
Obfervatories ereaed on a Rotk-AlJo a Forge 
ereaed-Alarmed at feeing the Natives arm them .. 
jelves-Diflant 'Tribes not permitted by the- Na~ 
lives to traffic with uS-'l'empefluous Weather
A Survey of the SOUJId-Friendly Behaviour of th~ 
Natives of one of the Villages-Treatment receiwd 
from an inhojpitable Chief-Greeted ~citb a Sang by 
y~ung Women-A fecond Vi/it to one of the Villages 
-Graft purchaJed-Departure of the Ships. 

H AVING happily found fuch excellent 
1helter for our ihips, in an inlet whofe coa!1:s 

4Jppeared to be inhabit~d by an inoffenfive race 
VO~. IJ.-N I1 10.:r o£ 
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of people, we loft no time, after coming to an: 
chor, in (earching for a commodious harbour, 
where we might be ftationed during our conti
nuance in the Sound~ Upon this fervice, Cap. 
tain Cook fent three armed boats, under the com
mand of Mr. King; and went himfelf, in a fmall 
boat, 011 the fame bufinefs. He had no diffi
culty in finding what he wanted; for, on the 
north-weft of the arm, and at a fmall diftance 
from the fhips, he found a convenient fnug cove, 
perfeCtly adapted to our purpofe. Mr. King was 
al[o fuccefsful and found a ftill better harbour, 
lying on the north-weft fide of the land. It 
would, however, have required more rime to take 
the :/hips thither, than to the cove where the 
Captain bad be~n; therefore his choice was de
termineJ in favour of the latter fituation. But, 
apprehending that we could not tranfport our thipl 
to it, and moor tbem properly, before night, had 
overtaken us, he thought it prudent to continue 
where we were till the next morning. 

Plenty of canoes, filled with the inhabitants, 
were about the fhips the whole day. and a re
ciprocal trade was commenced between us, w.hich 
was conduCted with theftriCteft harmony and in
tegrity on both fides. Their articles of cOm
merce were the 1kins of various animals; fuch 
as bears, fea-otters, wolves, faxes, deer, racoons, 
martIns, and pole-cats. They alfo produced 
carments made of 1k.ins; and another kind of 

c1oathing, 
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~loa!~ing,fabricat,eq}roP1 tl~e b~fk of a tree, Qf 

a plant refembling hemp. Betides thefe article~, 

!hey had bows, arrows, and fpears i ~fh.hooks, 
~~d ~arious kinds of inilru~ent~; wo~den vizors 
I ." • • ' . 

reprefenting horrid. ngures; a fort of woollen-ftuff. 
carved work; beads; and red ochr~: alfo feverlll 
jittle orname~ts of fBin .braf~ and iron; refem

,bling all. porr~-fhoe,. which they wear p~ndant at 
~heir nofes, They had likewife feveral pieces of 
iron fix~d to handles, fomewhat refembling chif
{els. From their being jn poffeffion of theee me
~~Is~ it w~s natural fcir us to infer, that they mu(l 
either have been vifited b~fore by pei-fons of fome 
civilized nadon, or had conrie8ions with thofe 
Oil their own continent, who h.ad fome ~ommu
l'Iic~tion with them. 

Among all the articles, howeyer, Whidl they 
expofed to fale, the moft extraordinary were hu
plan 1kulls, and hands, with forne of the flelli n;" 
maining on them, which they acknowledged they 
bad been feeding on; and fome of them, indeed, 
l>ore evigent mark~ of their having been upoll 
lhe fire. From this circumftance, it was but too 
apparent, that the horrid praCl:ice of devouring 
their enemies, is praCl:ifed here, liS much ali at 
New-Zealand, and other South-fea iflands. For 
the various l!rticles they prought, they received 
in ex~hange, knivl=s,' chiffci5, nails, 100king1 

~Iaffts, buttons, pieces ~f iron and tin, or any 
~ip4of 1J,1ftaJ. They had not much inc1illation 

f z fo~ 
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for gla(s-bead's, and rejelfred every kind of 
cloth., 

The next day was 'employed in hauling our 
fhips into the cove, where they were' moored. 
We foupd, o~ heaving up the anchor, notwith .. 
{l:anding the great depth of water, that rocks were 
at the bottom. Thefe had greatly injured the 
cable, as well as the haufers that were carried 
out to warp the fhip int~ the cove; confequentIy 
the' whole bottom was ihewed with rocks. 'The 
fhip was now become very leaky in her upper 
works: the carpenters were [herefor~ ordered to 
caulk her, and to repair any other defeCl:s they 
might'difcover. 

In the courfe of this day (the 3 I ft of March' 
the news of our arrival brought vall: numbers of 
the natives about our fhips. At one time we 
counted above a hundred canoes, each of which, 
on an average, had five people on board;' few 
containing lefs than three; many having {even, 
eight, or nine; and one was manned with feven
teen. Many of thefe were new vifitors, whi'ch' 
wedifcovered by their orations arid cerelIforiie9 
when they approached the fhips, ~(. 
,. If they, at firft, had apprehended that-We meant 
to be hoftile, their fears were nolV removed; for 
they ventured un board the fhips, and mi,xed with 
our ',people with the utmofl: freedoIiiand~ 'fami
liarity', 'We diiCo\'ered, howeve~, by' this intel'
.co'urfe;'tbat iliey were' as fond of piIrerihg 'as any 

INC 
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we had met wi.th during our voyage: and they 
we.re much more mifchievou~ than any of. the 
other thieves we had found; for, having 1harp 
infirumcnts in their poffeffion, they coul~, the 
infi:antthat our backs were turned, cut a- hook. 
from a tackle, or a piece of iron from a rope. 

Betides other articles, we loft feveral lwoks in 
this manner, one of which weighed. between 
twenty and thirty pounds. They ftripped our 
boats of every morfel of iron that was worth tak
ing away, though· fome of our men were always 
left in them as a guard. They ·were, indeed, fa 
dexterous in effeCting their purpofes. that one 
fellow would.contrive to amufe our people at one 
end of the boat, while another was forcing off 
the iron-work at the other. If an artich: that 
had been ftolen, was immediately miffed, the 
thief WiiS eafily detetted, as they were fond Elf 
impeaching each other. But the prize was al
ways reluttantly given up by the guilty perf on ; 
~lld fometimes compulfive means were obliged 
to be exercifed for that purpofe. 

Our 1hips being fafely moored, we proceeded, 
the next day, to other neceffary bufinefs. The 
o!:>fervatories were taken a1hore, and placed upon 
a rock on onc fide of the cove, not far from the 
Refolution, A party of men was ordered to cut 
wood, and clear a place for watering. Hr.ving 
p.lenty of pine-trees here, others were employed 
~n. Q{ewi!lg f!)rl1ce-beer. The forge was aHa 

l' 3 ereCted 
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ereCted fo: make the rtece1fary iron~work (or' re~ 
pairing the fore-maft, which Had' one of the bi'ti~ 
defective, and wa~ 'otherwi'fe incomplete; ',"" 
W~ wer~ daily vifit~d cy a: confiderllble num

litl' ''Of th'e natives; and; amongthein,' 'wefre~ 
quently faw 'new faces~ They' had a fingula~ 
thode of introoilcing tbemfelves 'on tliei!' fidt ap
pearance. i They paddled;' with their' utmoR 
ftrength and aCtivity, round both th'e fuips; a: 
chief; a1lthls time, fianding up with a (pear in 
his hand, and fpeaking; or rather bawling. moft 
tocifcroufly." . 
, S.ometime~ the face of this orator was cov~rcd 
with a mafk, reprefentirig either a human colini 
tenance,or that of fome other animal; and, iri
fiead of a fpear, he had a kind of rattle in his hand~ 
Having made'this ceremonious circuit round the 
fuip, they would come along-fide,and then be~ 

gin totraffit with us. I:requently, indeed, they 
. would firft entertain us with a'fong, in which their 
whole company joined, and produced a very 
agreeable harmony. During thefe vi fits, our 
principal care was to guard againft their thievery. 
" We had; however;-in the morning of the .j.th 
of April, '3 very fetious alarm. Our party, who 
were emptoyed on ilion! in cutting wood and 
filling water~ obferved,that the natives, in all 
quarters, were" arming' the~felves in tbe' beft 
manner they were able; and that thofe who had 
#lot proper w'eapons, were colleC!inli 1UC~s and 

~ . ." • {lones, 
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!tunes. Hearing this, we thought it riecefi"ary to 

arm aUo; but, being refolved to acfr upon the: 

defenfive, the Commodore ordered all our work

men to repair to the rOCk, on which our obfer

vatories had been placed, leaving the fuppofed 

enemy in pofi"effion of the ground where they had 

aikmbled, which was within about a hundred 

yards of the Refolution's fiem. 

OLar danger, however, was only imaginary; 

for thefe hofiUe preparations were direCted againft 

a body of their own countrymen, who were ad. 

vancing to attack them. Our friends of the 

Sound, perceiving our apprehenfions, . exerted 

their beft endeavours to convince us that this 'wa~ 

really the cafe. We faw they had people look. 

iElg out, on both fides of the cove, and canoes 

were frequentlydifpatched between them and 

tbe main body. The adverfe party, on board 

of about a dor:en large canoes, at length drew 

UiJ in line of battle, off the fourh- point of the 

cpve, a negociation for the refloration of peace: 

h~ving been commenced. In conducting the 

treaty, feveral people in caooes pafi"ed between 

the two parties, a~d fome debates ecfued. At 

length the matter in difpute appeared to be ad. 

jufied: but the 1hangers were ~ot permitted to 

approach the filips, no,\" W h~.ve any intercourfe 

QI" dealings with us. 

, We were probably the cccafion of the quar~ 

~~l ~ th~. ~ran&t.rs. perb,ap.s, infi!\in~ on bav.ing a 

. p 4 right 
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tight ot fuaril1g in the advantages of a trade witlt 
us; and our firft friends refolving to engrof, 
us entirely to themfelves. We were 'convinced 
of this on many other occaGons; nay ~ even among 
thofe who lived in the Sound, the weaker were 
often obliged to fubmit to the ftroriger party, and 
were plundered of every thing, withojlt .eyen at
tempting to make any refiftance. 

In the afternoon we refumed our work, and, 
the next day, rigged the fore-maft; the head of 
which not bdng large enough for the cap, the 
~arpenter was ordered to lilT up the vacant 'fpace. 
In examining the flate of the maft-head for this 
purpofe, both cheeks were difcovered to be rotten; 
~nfomuch that there was not a pollibility of re
l1airing them~ We were therefore obliged to get 
the mafl out? and to fupply it with new ones. 

Thus, when almofl ready for rea, all our wor~ 
Was to be done over again', and' an additional r~: 
pair Was neceffary to be undertaken, which would 
require wuch time to be completed. It was, 
l1owevet, fortunate, that thefe 'defeCts' 1hould b~ 
difcovered, ~hen we were fa commodioufly fitu
ated, as to be able to procure the materials that wer!t 
requifite. For~ "in the cove where our 1hips lay~ 
there ~ere fame [mall fearoned trees, perfeCtly 
adapted for our purpofe ~ and two new cheek~ 
ivere immediately 'made from one of there. In 
the morning of the 7th of April, having got tht 

f9re~D1al1: O?t~ we hauled it afuore~ and t~e car .. 
, peDter~ 



penters' were fet, to work upon it. Some Cifour 
Ipwer ftanding ,rigging being much decayed, the 
Commodore embraced the opportunity, while 
the fore-maft was repairillg, of ordering a new 
fer of main~rigging to be fitted, and the fore
Jigging to be improved. 

From our putting into the Sound, till the 7th 
of April, the weather had been remalkably fine; 
put, in the morning of the 8th, the wind blew 
frdh at fouth-eaft, accompanied with hazy wea· 
ther and rain; it increafed in the a~ternoon, and 
in the evening it blew extremely hard. It came in 
heavy fqualls, right into the cove, from over the 
high land on tlie oppofite fume; and,' though the 
1bips were well moored, they were in a dangerous 

ptuation. 
Though thefe tempefiuous bJalh fucceeded 

tach other quickly, they were of fhort duration~ 

and, in the intervals, we had a perfect calm.. 
Another misfortune now befe! us. On board the 
Refolution, the mizen was the only mafi that now 
remained rigged, with its top-maft up. The 

former was too defective to fupport the latter du~ 
ring thefe [qualls, and gave way at the head, 
~nder the rigging. The gale abated about eight 
~'c1ock; but the rain continued, almoft without 
tntermiffion, for feveral days; during which time, 
a tent was erected over the fore-maft, that the 
prpenters might be enabled to proceed III their 
l,~bours with fom~ degree of convenience. 

The 
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The natives were not di(couraged, by this bad 
weather, fTOIll making us !3aily vifits; and, ill 
,our fituiltion, fuch vifirs' were very acceptable tQ 
\jS. Thc:Y frequently brought u~ a {upply of fifu7 

when we were unable to catch any with a hook; 
and line, and we had not· a convenient place to 

draw a net. The fifh'they brought us were {mall 
cod, and a (mall kind of bream, or {ardine.' 
On the I Ith the main-rigging was ·fixed and gOl 

over head, notwithflanding the rainy weather; 
and, the next day, we took down the mii,en·mafi, 
the head of which was fo rotten, that it dropped 
off'in the l1ings. . . '. . 

We received a vifit, in the evening,' from a 
tribe of natives whom we had not (een before; 
and who, in general, made a better appearanci. 
than our old friends. The Comtn~ore con
~uCted them into the cabin, but thue was not 
an objeCt that demanded their attention; all our 
llovelties were looked on with indifference, ex
cept by a very few, who fhewed a certain degree 
of curiofity. The next day, a party of our men 
Went into the woods, and t.ut down a Ufe) of 
which II. mizen-mail: was to De made. The day 
af~er it was conv.eyed to the place wh~re the car~ 
penters were at work \lpOn the fore-mall. The 
wind, in th~ evening·, veete.c.l to thefouth-eail:_ 
ftlllU blew a very hard gal~, attended with r~jn, 
till ei",ht o'~lo~k the n~'xt morning; at wh~h. 
ti~.~ i,t ab"ted, ~nd veered ag~in to th.~ we~. 

Th~, , '. 
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The fore-mail being now finifhed, we hauled it 
slang fide; bur, on aCCQunt of the bad weather, 
~ould not get it in till the !lftern~JO~. We were 
expeditious in rigging it, while the carpenters 
~e;'e employed on the mizen"mail on ihore. On 
the 16th, when they had made conflderable pro
grefs in it, they difcovered that the tree on which 
they were at -work, was wounded, Qwing. it 
was im·agined. to fome accident in cutting it 
down. It therefor~ be~ame peceifary to proc\lre 
another tree out of the w90ds, on which occa~ 
lion, all hands were employed aboye half a day. 
. During there operations, many of the natives 

were about the 1hips, ga.zing on with an expref
(jve furprize, which, from ~hei~ .general inatten
tion, we did not expect •. A party of ihangers, 
1~ feven or eight canoes, came into the cove on 
the ~ 8th, arid afier looking at us for fome time, re
~ired. We IIPp,rehe·nded that our old friend~, 
whG,. at this time, were mo\"C numerous abo~t us 
t·hall our new viiitors, wo~Id not fuffer them t~ 
have any dealings with us. It was evident, in~ 
deed, that the neighbouring inhabitants ellgrof
fed us entirely to trrem(e!ves; and that they car. 
ried on a traf!ic with more dillant tribes, in thofe 
~iticles they had received from us: for they 
frequently difappeared for four or five days to .. 
gether, and returned with freal cargoes of cu-
j~ofities and ikins, . 

~l.1ch 
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Such of the natives as vifited us daily, were 
the meft beneficial to us; for, after di(pQfing of 
their trifles, they employed themfelves in filhing, 
and we always partook of what they caught. We 
alfo procured from them a confiderable quantity! 
of good animal oil,. which they brought to us in 
bladders. Some, indeed, attempted, to cheat us, 
by mixing water with the oil; and, once or twice, 
they- fo far impofed upon us, as to fill their blad
ders with water only. But, it was better for us 
to wink at thefe impofltions, than Fulfer them 
to produce a quarrel; for our articles of traffic 
chiefly confined of. trifles, and we found it dif. 
fcult to produce a cCi>mftant fupply even of thefe. 

,Beads, and fuch like toJ's, of which we had 
fame remaining, were not highly eftimated. Me. 
fal was pcincipally demanded by ouf viiitors; and 
brafs had now fupplanted iron, being fought 
oiIfter, with fuch eagernefs, that, before we left 
the Sound, hardly a bit of it was to be found in 
the, fhips, ucte!Jt what conftituted a part of our 
ncceffary inftruments. Suits of cloaths were 
ftripped of their 'buttons; bureaus of their fur
niture; kettles, canifters, and candlefiicks, all 
went to rack; fo that our American friends pro. 
cured fro~ us a greater variety of things, than' 
any other natiuLl w~ had vifitcd. . . 

Having had a fort~ight's bad weather, Sunday 
the ! ~th being a fai~ day, we embrace~ the op
portunity of getting up ~h,~ top-mafts and yards, 

" and 
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llnd of fixing up the rigging. Moft of our heavy 
work being now finifhed, the Commodore fet out 
the next morning to furvey the Sound;' and, going 
fir£l: to the we£l: point, he difcovered a large vii. 
lage, and, before it, a very fnug harbour, with 
from nine to four fathoms water. 

The inhabitants of this village, who were nu~ 
meraus, many of whom the Commodore wa'.> no 
firanger to, received him with great courtefy, 
everyone preffing him to enter his apartment; 
for feveral families have habitations under the 
fame roof. He politely accepted the invitations, 
and the hofpitable friends whom r.e vifited, tem
fied every mark of civility and refpeCt. 

Women were employed, in many of thefe ha" 
bitations, in making dreffes of the bark or plant 
already mentioned, and executed their bufiner, 
much like the inhabitants of New Zealand. 
Others were 'bufy in opening fardines; large fhoals 
of which we have feen brought on fhore, and mea
fured out to feveral people, who carried them 
home, where they perforrlled "the' operation of· 
curing them; which is done by fmoke-drying. 
They are'mll1gupon fmall rods; lit tirft, about a 
foot overthefire; they are then removed higber 
and higher, . to make room far others. \Vhl!fl 

"dried, they are clofdy.packed in bales, and the 
'bales covered with) m~ts. . Thus they are pre
ferved till they ar.e wanted; and they are not un
pleafant food. They alfo' cure .cod and other 

htrge 
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Jarge fifil in the fame manner; but th~{i are fdme~ I 

times dried in the open air." " 
Leaving this village, the Commodate pr~. 

ceeded up the weft fide of the Sound. For near 
three miles he faw feveral fmall iflands, fo fhuatoo 
as to form fame convenient harbours; the depths 
being from thirty to feven fathoms. About two 
leagues within the Sound, on the fame fide, an 
arm runs in the direction of north-nonn-wet'c, and 
another in the fame direction about two tniles 
further. 

About a mile above the fecond arm, he found 
the ruins, of a village. The framings of the hOUICS 
remained ftatiding; bot the boards or roofs were 
taken away. Behind this deferted village is a 
{mall plain, coveted with the largeft pine-trees 
that the Commodore had ever feen. This was 
indeed fingular, as moil of the elevated ground 01\ 

this fide of the Sound appeared rather naked. 
Palling from this place to th~ eaft fide of the 

Sound, Captain Cook found, what h~ h~d hefare 
imagined, that it was an inand under whic:h tb~ 
fhips lay; and that many fmaller ones lay' fcat
tered on the weft fide: of it. Upon the main land, 
oppofite the north end of our ifland, the Com
modore obferved a villilge, and landed there; 
but he was not fo politely received by the inbll
bit ants, as by thofe of the other village h~ hlld 
vifited. This cold reception was ()c,:cafiQn~d by 
'lne (\.'Irly chi~f, who WQul<l not (ulfer tqe Com4 

modora 
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modore to enter their houfes, but followed him 
wht:rever he went; making expreffive figns that 
he was impatient for him to be gone. Captain 
Cook attempted, but in vain, to footh him with 
prefents; for, though he did not refufe them, he 
continued the fame kind of behaviour. But, Dot
withfianding this treatment from the inhofpitable 
chief, fame of the young women expedirioufiy 
apparelled themfelves in their beft, afiembled ill 
a body, and gave us a hearty welcome to thevil· 
lage, by joining in an agreeable fong. Evening 
now drawing on, Captain Cook proceeded for the 
fbips round the north-end of the ifiand. 

WQen he returned on board, he was informed 
that, in his abfence, fome ftrangers, in two Or 
three large canoes, had made a vilit to the 1hips; 
from whom our people underftood, by figns, thac 
th~ had come from the fouth-eaft. They brought 
~ith them feveral garments, ~ins, and other ar
ticles, which they bartered for fome of ours. But 
the moft remarkable circumftance was, that two 
iilver table-fpoons were purchafed of them by our 
people, which appeared to be of Spaniih m3nu~ 
fat'ture. They were worn round the neck of one 
of thefe vifitors, by way of ornament. 

On the 2111, the mizen-maft was got in and 
rigge!3. ~nd the carpenters ordered to make a 
new fore-top maft, to replace that which had been 
carried away. A number of {hangers vi{ited \lS 

~bout ej~ht o'clock the next morning, in tw¢lre 
or 
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or thirteen canoes. They came from the fouth. 
ward. and when tqey had turned the point of ther 
cove, they drew up in a body, where they reo 
mained about half an hour, at the diftance of two 
hundred 'Yards from the 1hips. We imagined, at 
firft, they were afraid to approach; but in this WC" 

were miftaken, for they were only making prepa. 
rations for an introductory ceremony. 

At length they advanced towards the :!hips; aU 
fianding up in their canoes, and began to fiog. 
Some of their fangs were flow and falemn, in 
which they were joined by the whole body; others 
were in quicker time, and their notes were regu
larly accompanied by the motions of their handst
their paddles beating in concert on the fides of 
the canoes; and they, at the fame time, exhi

bited the moft expreffive gefiures. They re
mained filent, for a few feconds, after the con

clufion of each fang, and then began again, fre
quently pronouncing the word hooee a9 a kind of 
chorus. 

Having thus favoured us ,with a fpecimen of 
their mufic, with which we' were highly enter· 
tained for half an hour, they came nearer the fhips: 
and bartered with us. We now perceived that 
fame of our old friends from the Sound were 
among them, \v"ho managed for the thangers in 
the traffic between \15 and them. 

Thefe vifiiors being gone, the Captains CooIt 
and Clerke went with two boats to the vil1age at 

thl: 
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,he weft point, where Captain Cook had been tWI) 
days before, and had obferved that plenty of grafi 
was to be had near it; and it was neceifary to get 
a fupply~ of this, for the fe.~ rehlaining goats a1ld 
fileep which wen~ ftill on board. They expe
rienced the fame welcome reception that Captain. 
Cook had met with before; and, foon after they 
were a1hore, the Commodore ordered fame of his 
people to begin cutting. not imagining that the 
natives would objeCt to our furni1hing ourfelvcs 
with what could not be of any ufe to them, though 
eifentially neceifary for us. In this, however, he 
was mifiaken, for as foon as our men began cut
ting the grafs, fame of the inhabitants would not 
permit them to proceed, faying, " makook." 
i.vbich fignified that we muft buy it firO:. 

The Commodore, at this time, was in one of 
the houfes; but, hearing of this, he repaired im
mediately to the fieid, where he found ;tbout a 
dozen claimants of different parts of the grllfs 
that grew on the premifes. The Commodore 
treated with them for it. and having complied 
with the terms of his purchafe, thought We pa~ 

now full liberty to cut wherever We p\eafed. 
Here he was again· mifiaken; for he had fa libe
rally paid the firft pretended proprietors, that 
{relh demands were made from others; fa that it 
almoft appeared that every fingle blade of grafs 
had a feparate owner; and fa many of them were 
ro be fatisfied, that his pockets prefently became 

VOL. II.-N° lO, Q empty, 
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empty. When they were, however,conTi.nced 
that he had nothing more to give, tbey ceafed to 
be importunate, and we were p~rmitted to cut 
where we pleafed, and as much a9 we pleafed. 

It is worthy of obfervation, that we never met 
with any uncivilized nation, or tribe, who pof
feffed fueh ftria notions ·of their having an exclu. 
five property' in the produce of their country, a~ 
the inhabitants of this Sound. They even wanted 
our people to pay for the wood and water that 
were £arried on board. Had Captain Cook been 
prefent when thefe demands were mades he would 
doubtlefs have complied with them; but our 
workmen thought differently, and paid little or 
no attention to fuch claims. The natives think. 
ing we were determined to pay nothing, at length 
ceafed to apply. But they frequently took occa
fion to remind. us, that their efleem for us had 

. induced them to make us a prefent of wood and 
water. 

"'"bile they remained at this vilfage, Mr. Web .. 
ber; who attended the two Captaias thitherf made 
a drawing of every thing that was thought cu
rious, both within doors anti without. This he -
W35 well enabled to do, as he had an excellent 
opportunity of infpeil:ing, narrowly, the con
ftruaion of their buildings, their furniture, and 
implements or latenfils, as well as the mofi {hiking 
peculiaritres of the modes of living of the inha
bitants. Having, at length, Ci:ompleted all thl!ir 

opera-
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operations at this village, the natives and the twO 
-Captains took a friendly leave of each other, and 

, 'we returned tb the ihips in the afrernoon. The 
23d, 24th, and 25th of April were emploj'ed in 
preparing to put 'to fea; the fails were bent; the 
obfervatoties and other ardcld removed from the 
fuote; and Doth ihips put into a propet conditlon 
for failing. ' 

Thlis prepared, we intended to ha~e put to fea 
bn the morning of the 26th~ but having both 
wind and tide againfr us,_ we were urtder a neceffity 
of waiting till Mon; whcn a calm locceeded the 
touth-weft wind, alid the dde, at the fame time; 
turning iii out fa~our, we tOwed the thips oUt of 
the cove. We had variable airs and calms till 
about fout in the afternoon, when a breeze fprung 
tip, attended with thick hazy weather. 

The mercury in the barometer funk ur,com
tnonly low, and We had every appearance of aii 
lipproaching 11:orm from the fouthward. in this 
fituation Captail1 Cook hefitated, for a thort time, 
(as night was then approaching) whether he 
1hould fail imniediately, or flay till the next 
morning. But his anxiety to proceed upon the 
voyage; and the fear of lofing fa good an oppor
tunity of getting out of the Sounp, operated more 
flrongly upon his mind than the apprehenfion of 
danger; and he refolved to put to fea. 

We were attended by the natives till we were 
almoil out of the Sound; fome in their canoes,. 

ct.2 and 
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and others on l;laard the fhips. One of the chiefs, 
who had particularly attached himfelf to the Com. 
modore, was among the 1aft :-vho parted from us. 
The Commodore, a little time before he went, 
made him a fmall prefent; for which he received, 
in return, a beaver-ikin of a much fuperior value. 
This occafioned him to make fome addition to 

'his prefent, which pleafed the chief fo highly, 
that he pre[ented to the Commodore the beaver
lkin cloak which he then wore, and of which he 
was particularly fond. 

Struck with' this in fiance of generofity, and 
wifhing him not to be a fufferer by his gratitUde, 
Captain Cook infified upon his acceptance of a 
new broad-fword, with a brafs hilt, with which he 
appeared greatly delighted. We were earneftly 
importuned by the chief, and many of his coun
trymen, to pay them another vifit; who, by way 
pf inducement, promifed to procure a large ftoc~ 
of 1kins. Further particulars relative to the coun. 
try and its inhabitants, will furnifu materials for 
~he two fubfequent chapters. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. II. 

j)ireCiions for Jailing into tbe SDund-'ihe adjacml 
Cou¢ry dejfri~e4-Remarks on the Weather and 
Climale-'lrees and olber vegetaU, PrDdllCiions 
..,....Racoons, Martins, Squirrels, IJnd other f?<!!a
~rt~peds-Variely of Skins brought for Sal,
Whales, and other Sea Ani71lals-<rbe Sea Otter 
deJcribed - Birds....., Oceqnic Birds - Fifh-Shell 
F111-SnakC$ lJnd Lizard;-lnjeCls-St,mes
p'efcripti~11 of the Natives-Their Calour-FoT-
11{alion - Drcjs and Ornaments - Par/imlar 
DreJfos, and horriblew,oJen Majks-uoJbern 
Mantle for War~'l'heir Difpofitions-Songs
Mujical IrljIrumenls-'rheir Fondnefs for Melo/s. 
''f-'hifh /};ey u* roe? Opporlw~ity if flealing. 

K
I~G qeorge'~ Spund was the appellation 
given by dIe <;:ommodore to this inlet, 011 

our firft arrival; btjt he was afterw;mls informed 
that the natives called it N ootka, The entrance 
is in the eaft corner of Hope Bay ; its latitudl: is 
49°, 33' north, and its longitude 1330 , 12' eaft. 
The eaft coafi of that bay is covered by a chain of 
funken rpcks; and, ne'lr the Sound, :Ire fome 
iflands and rocks above water. We enter the 
Sound between two ~ocky points, lying eaft-fouth· 
eaft, and weft·nQrth-weft from each other, diftant 
~bout four mileli. The S6lmd widen'! within thefe 

, Q..3 points. 
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faints, anI! eJ't!!nds in to the northward at Ieall 

four leagues. 
A number of iflands, of variops fi~es, appear i~ 

fhe middle of the Sound. The dcpd'l of water; 
not only in the middle of the Sound, but alfq 
dofe to fame pdrts of its fuore, i~ from forry.feYcD 
to ninety fathoms, or more. Within its circuit, 
the harbours and anchoring-places are numerous: 
The cove, where our fhips anchored, is on th~ 
caft-fide of the Sound, and alfo on the"caft of the 
largeft ifland. It is, indeed, ~overed from the 
fea, which is its principal recommendation, for it 
is expofed to the fouth"eaft winds, which forne

times blow with great violence, and make "great 
cleval1ation,as was Du't too apparent in many 

places. 
Upon the fea-coaft the land is tolerably high 

and le~el; but, WIthin the Sound, it rifes into 
fleep hi\ls, which have' an u"oiform appearance, 
~nding "in roundifh tops, with fharp ridg@s"ali 
their fides. Many of thefe hills are high; an4 
others are" of a more moderate height"; but all of 
them are covered to their tops with the thickeft 
woods. Some bare ..,fpats are t.J be feen on th~ 
fides of fame of the hills, but they are not nume: 
rous, though they fufficiently {hew the gellerai 
rocky difpofition of there hills. They have, in~ 
deed, no foil upon them, except what has btlen 
produced from rotten manes and t~ecs, of th~" 
~epth of abo~t two feet. Their founda~oDs are~ 

~\ldee~; 



PAClFIC OCEAN. 231 

indeed, nothing more than fiupendous rocks; 
which arc of a grey or whitifu caft when expofed 
to the weather; but, when broken, are of a blueilh 
grey colour. The rocky fuores confift entirely 
of this; and the beaches of the little coves in the. 
Sound are compofed of fragments of it. 

During our ftay the weather nearly correfponded 
with that which we had experienl!ed when we were 
off the coaft. We had fine clear weath~r, if the 
wind was between north and weft; but if more to 
the fouthward, hazy, accompanied with rain. The 
~limate appears to be infinitely milder than that 
on the eaft coaft of America, under the fame pa
rallel of latitude. We perceived no froft in any 
of the low ground; but, all the con crary, ve
getation proceeded very briOdy, for we faw grafs, 
.t this time, upwards of a foot long, 

The tree~, of which the woods are principally 
~ompofed, are the Canadian pine, wh~te cypreff~ 
~nd two or three other fort~ oJ pine. The twO 
firft are in th~ J;reateft abundan~e, and, at a diC
lance, refem hIe each other; th01;lgh they are ea
my diftinguiihed on a nearer view.. the eyprd$. 
being oJ a paler green than the other. In genc~ 
ral, th~ tree~ grow here with great vigo.ur .. a.nd 
a~1! of a large fize. , At this early feafon of the 
year, we Caw bl,l,t Iit* variety of other ve~etabJe 
PloduCtions • 
. . About the rocks, and borders of the woods, 
V{~ Caw (om~ firawberry plants, a,nd r~erry, cur-

Q.A rant~ 
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rllnt, and goofeberry bullies, all in a' flourifhing 
flate. There were alfo a few black alder-trees: 
a fpecies of fow-thime; fame crow's-foot with a 
fI'ne crimfon Hower, and two forts of' anthericum. 
,Ve alfo met with fame wild rofe-buihes, juft 
budding; forne young leeks, a [mall fort of grafs, 
al1d fame watcr-crefies,' befides a great abun
dance of andromeda. Within' the woods are tlVO 
forts of underwood l1uJbs, unknown to 'us, and 
:Kline !'nofies and fe'rnll. ' 

The feafon of the year did not permit Us to 
acquire much knowledge of the vegetables of thi~ 
country; and it was impoffibJe, froth our titUl!o 

ti<Jn, to learn mu~h about its anilnals. The want 
of water induced us to enter' the Sound at firfi; 
and the accidents that happened there, though 
they obliged us to nay longer than we intended, 
were unfavourable to our acquiring ally knowledge 

of this kind. It was abfolutefy necetfary that 
.:very perfon '!houM be employed in forwardil-lg 
the necetrary b'tifinefs of the 1hips ; which was 
the ptil1cipal objeCt, as the feafon WiIS advancing, 
and' the (uccefs of the voyage depended upon 
their diligence in perfonnil~g' their (eve~al tatks. 
E:x:curfions of any' kind' Were, tberefore,' never 
attempteu. ' 

Lying in a cove, on im iiland, all the ~nimals 
th,at we fa"" alive, were two or three racoons, mar· 
tini, and (q~irrels; (ollle of our 'people, indeed" 
who landed on tlle continent, on the fouth:eail 

fide 
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!Ide of the Sound, faw the prints of a ~ar's feet, 
not far from the fhore. The only account, there
fore, that we Gan furnifu of the quadrupeds, is 
taken from the frins which we purchafed of the 
inhabitants; and thefe were ftmletimes fo muti
lated in the heads, tails, and paws, that we could 
not even' guefs to what animals they belorged; 
though others were either fo perfea, or fo well 
known', that they did not admit of a doubt about 
them. The maG: common among them were 
bears, deer, foxes, and wolves; Bear-fki'l1s were 
yery plentitul~ generally of a fuining black co
I:our, but not very large. The deer !kins were 
not fo plentiful, and appeared to belong to what 
the hiftorians of Carolina tall the fall'Cw-deer; 
though Mr. Pennant diftinguiilies it by the name 
of Virginian deer, and thinks it quite a different 
fpedes· from ours. Their foxes are numerous, 
and of feverai varieties; the frins of forne being 
yellow, with a' black tip at the tail; others, of a 
reddifh yellow, inte~mixed ~'ith black; and others 
of an afu colour, alfo intermixed with black. 

When the ikins were fo mutilated as to admit 
()f a doubt, ou~ people applied the name of fox: 
or wol'f i'l1difcri~inately. At length, we met 
with an entire wolf's ikin, and it was grey. Here 
is the common martin, the pine martin, and ano
ther of a lighter brown colour. The ~rmine i~ 

lilfo found in this countfv, but is fmaH, and not 
very common; it'.> hair' is not remarkably fine. 
. though 
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though the animal h entirely white, except a,b0nt 
an inch at the tip af the tail. The racoons and' 
fquirre1~ are fu\=h as are common, but the l~uer 
is not fo large ~s ours, and has a rufty colQur 
qtending the'length 9f the back. 

We were fufficiently clear refpeCting tqe ani
~als alreapy men~iQned, but there were two. other. 
~~at we could not, with any certainty, difti~ 

gui!h, One of them, we concluded to be thel 
elk or moufe deer; and the other was ~onjeCtuled 
to be the wild cat or lynx. ~ogs, ~ogs. and 
goats, have not yet made their app?r~nce in thi, 
place. Nor have the natives any ~n~wledge of 
our brown rats, to which they applied the nam~ 

they give to fquirrels, ,>!hen they faw.' th.~m 0" 
board the !hips. 

The fea animals near the coaft, a~e whale5~ 

:porpoifes, and feals; the latter, from the ~in~ 
we faw, feeming to be of the common fort. T~ 

porpoife is the P bocena. Though tHe fea otte( 
is amphibious, \ve {hall,confider him as belong

ing to. this dafs, as living principally in the wa: 
ter~ We doubted, for fame time, whether th~ 

1kins, whi~h the l:1a,tives fold us fl?r otter Ikins~ 
really belonged to that animal; but, a !hart 
time before out: d~part\lre; a whole one, juft kill~ 
ed, was purchafed from fame ftrangers. of whicil 
Mr. Wt:bber made a drawing. It was yOUllg~ 

weighing only twenty-five pounds; was of a. 
,glotfy black colour, but many o~ th~ hairs beinJf 

tiLlt 
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tipt'oViEh ~hite, gave it, at firft fight, a greyifh 
~aft. The face, throat, and breall, were of a 
ligbt br6wn, or yellowifh white; and, in many 
~Lthe ikins, that ~olpur extended the whole length 
of the belly. In each jaw it had fix cutting teeth; 
two in the l.ower jaw being exce.eQi,ng fmaU,' and 
placed, without, at the bafe of the two in the 
mi4dle. In there re[peCts, it differs from thofe 
{ound by the Ruffians, ~nd alfo in the outer toes 
(Jf the hind feet nat being 1kirted with a mem. 
brane. There alfo appeared a great~r variety in 
folour, than is mentioned by thpfe who defcribe 
~he Ruffian fea otter~. It is moll: probable, that 
~he[e changes of colour naturally take place at 
,he different gradations of life. The very young 
llnes had brown coarfe hair, with a little fur un
d~rn~ath; but thofe of the fize of the animal jull: ' 
pe[~ribed, had a greater quantity of that fub
fiance. After they have attained their full growth, 
~hey lofe the black colour, which is fucceedeq 
by a deep brown. 'At that period, they have a 
greater quantity of fine fur, and very few long 
hairs, Some, which we [uppofed to be older, 
were of achefnut brown; and we raw [orne few 
~ins that "';e~e ~f a perfeA ~e]\ow. ~he fur of 
thefe creature~ is certainly ~ner than that of any 
other animal we know of; confequently the die. 
,overy of this part of North America, where fo 
val~a~le an ankle of commerce ~s to be procured, 
" ,",. , ought 
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ought certainly" to be confideYed -as a matter of 
fome confequence. 

Birds are far from being numerous here, and 
thofe that are to be feen are remarkably fuy, ow.,. 
iog. perl'iaI)s, to their being continually harratIed 
by ttle ilativr.s, either to eat: them, or become 
Forr~tfed of their feathers to be worn as pma· 
ments. There are crows and ravens, not direr. 
ing, in the kaft, from thofe in England: 81fo a 
jay or magpie; the common wren, whieh ;s the 
only tinging bird we heard; the Canadian thruih; 
the brown eagle, with a white head and tail; a 
fmaU fpecies of hawk; a heron; and the large. 
c:refied A merican king. tifuer ~ There are alfo 
{ome that have not yet been mentioned by thofe 
who have treated au natural biftory. The two 

-fir!l: are jpeci&:l of wood-peekers. One is fome
what fmaller than a thruih, of a black colour on 
the back, having white fpats on the wings; the 
head, neck, and brea1l, of a crimfon colour, and 

the belly of a }'cllQwifu olive colour; whence it 
I\'lighr, with propriety, be called the yellow-bel~ 

lied l\'0o?~peckeF. The other is larger and more 
elegant; th~ back is of a duflty brown colour, 
richly waved with black ~ the' belly has a red~ 
rlifh caft, with black' fpots; it has al(o . a black 
fpot on the breaft,' l\;ld the lower pa~of the 
~ing; and tail are' 9f ~ f'carlet colour; the ~pp.er 
part blackifh. A crimfon ftreak runs on each 
~dc, from the angle of the mouth, a little down 

. -. ~he 
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the oo:k. The.third and fourth 1re; one of the fincl\ 
kind, not l~rger than a lionet. of a du1ky colout) 
black head alld neck, a~d white ~ll; and a fand. 
piper, of a duiky brown colour, with a hrood 
white band acrofs the wings. of the fi~e of a fmal! 
pigeon. There are alfo humming birds, which 
differ, in fome degree, from the numerous forts 
already known of this delicate little animal. 

The quebrantahudfos, fhags, and gulls, Wera 
feen Q1f--thecoa/l; and the two lall: were alfl) 
frequ'ent in the' Sountl. There are two forts of 
wil4 ducks; one, of which was black, with a 
white head; the o~her was white, and had a red 
bill, but of a larget fiu. Here are al(o the grellter 
/umllle, or diver, which are found in our northerll 
countries. SQme (wans too, were once or twice 

(een flying to the northward, but we are unac .. 
quainted with their haunts. On the ihores we 
found another fand-piper, about the' fize of a 
lark, and not unlike the burre: alfo a plover, 
very much refembling our common fea-lark. 

Though the variety of fifh is not very great 
here, they are more plentiful in quantity thall 
birds. The principal (arts are the cammon her

ring. which are very numerous, though nor ex
ceeding feven indes in 'length; a (maller forr, 
which, though larger than the anchovy, or far
dine, is of the fame kind; a filver-colourecl 
bream, and another of a gold, brown colour, with 
narrow blue ilripes. It is moa probable lhat the 

her-



238 AVOYAih:ToTln 

berrings, and fardines; come in· la~ tho.lsj al
flated feafims; as is ufual with thofe kind· of fiOt. 
The two forts of breams may be reckoned next 
to thefe in quantity; and thofe which were full 
grown weighed about a pound; .The other fiih 
were fcarce, and confifted of a brown kind of 
Jculpin, fuch as are taken on the coaft of Norway; 
another of a reddiibcaft; froft nib: :i large onej 
without {cales, refembling the bull-heiid; and a 
fmall brownifh cod with whiti1h fpots; a\fo a red 
£ib, of nearly the fame lite, wbich forne of our 
people had {een in the· ftraits of Magellan; and 
another forneWhat like the hake. Conflderable 
numbers of thofe fiib called the ,him.er.e, or little 
fea-wolveS; are met with here. Sharks alfo fre
quent the Sound, the teeth of which many n~ 
tives had in their poffefiion. The other marine 
animals are a tmall cruciated medufa, or blubber; 
fiar- fiib, fmall crabs, and a large cuttle-£Ib. 

About the rocks there is an abundance of large 
mufcles; alfo fea-ears; and we often found thens 
()f pretty large plain ,hamte. Alfc fome troch; of 
two fpecies; a .curious murex; rugged wilks; 
aild a fnail. Befides thefe, there . are forne plain 
cockles and limpets. Many of the mufcles are 
a fpan long; in fome of which there are large 
pearls, but they are difagreeable both in colour 
and 1hape. It is probable that there is red coral 
either in die found or on the coait; large: brartchri 

of 
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of it having been [een in the canoes of the na
tives. 

The emly reptiles obferved here, were brown 
Cnakes; about tWo feet in length, having. whiti/h 
firipes on the back and fides; and browniih wa
ter litards. The former are [0 perfeCtly harmlers; 
that we have feen the natives carry them alive ill 
their hands. The infeCt tribe fecm to be more 
numerous. Fqr though the [earon for their ap
pearance was only begiOliing, we faw [everal dif
ferent forts of butterflies, all of which were com..; 
ruon: we alfo found rome humble bees; gaofe
berry moths; a few beetles ; two or three [arts of 
Hies, and [orne mufquitoes. 

Though we found both iron and copper heres 
we did not imagine that either of them belonged 
to this place. We did not even fee the ores of 
any metal, except a coarfe red ochrr fubftance, 
tlfed by the natives in painting or ftaining them .. 
{elves. This may, perhaps, contain a {mall 
quantity of iron; as may alfo a black and white 
pigment made ufe of (or the fame pl:lrpofe. 

Exc\ufive of the rock, which conllitutel the 
fiwres and mountains, we raw, among the natives. 
fOlUe articles made of Ii hard black granite, which 
was neither very compaCt, nor fine grained; aI() 
It greyiih whetfione; the common oil frone ; and 
a black fort, little inferior to the hone-ftone .. 
The nativ('!l were feen to ufe tranfparent leafy' 
,Iimmer" and a brown leafy or martial fort. They 

hau 



~4~ A. va Y AGE TOT H ~ 

had alfo pieces of rock cryftal. The two firtt 
articles were probably to be obtained near the 
fpot, as they had confiderable quantities of them; 
but the latter, it may be fuppofed, came from a 
greater diftance, or is extremely fcarce; for our 
vifitors would not part with it without a very va .. 
luable confideration. 

The ftature of the natives is, in general, below 
the common ftandard; but their perfons are not 
proportionably flender, being ufua\ly pretty plump, 
though not mufeular. Their foft flelhinefs, how
ever, feerns never to fwell into cerpulence; arid 
maNy of the older people are rather lean. Maft 
of the natives have round full vifages, which arc 
fornetimes broad, with high prominent cheeks. 
Above thefe, the face frequently appears fallen 
in quite aerofs between the temples; the nofe 
flattens at its bafe .. has wide nofirils, and a rounded 
point. The forehead is low, the eyes fmall, black, 
and languifhing; the mouth round, the lips thick, 
and the teeth regular and well fet, but not remark. 
able for their whitenefs. . 

Some have no beards at all, and others only a 
fmall thin one upon the point of the chin. This 
ooes not arife from an origin~l deficiency of hair 
on that part, but from their l;lucking it out by 
the roots; for thofe who do not deftroy 'it, have 
not only confiderable beards dn every part of the 

- chin, but alfo whifkers, or muftachias, running 
from the upper lip to the lower jaw obliquely 

dowq· 
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_downward *. Their eye-brows are alfo fl.anty 
and narrow; hut they have abundance of hair on 

the head, which is llrong, black, llraight, and 
lank. Their necks are 1hort, and their arms are 

rather clumfy, having nothing of beauty or ele

gance in their formation. The limbs, in all of 

them, are fmall in proportion to the other parts; 

bejides, they are crooked and ill-formed, hav
ing projeCting aneles, and large feet aukwardly 
fuaped. The latter defeCt feerns to be occafion
ed, in a great rneafure, by their fitting fo conti. 
nually on their hams or knees. 

Their colour cannot be properly afcertained, 

their bodies being incru!1:ed with paint and naf

tinefs; though, when thefe have been carefully 

rubbe.d off, the !kin was little inL'fior, in white
ners, to that ~ the Europeans; though of that 
lJaliili caft which diftinguiilies the inhabitants of 
Our fouthern nations. Some of them, when 
young, appear rather agreeable, when compared 
to the generality of the r~·)j)1e; that period ·of 

life being attended with a pecu Jiar (~cgree of ani~ 
mation; but, 2fter a certain age, the difLnCtion 
is hardly obfervable; a remarkable famends cha

·raCterizes every countenance, du!ncfs and want 

of expreffion being vilibly pomtrayed in every 

'" It is a mifiaken notion, th011gh ef['ollied byeminer.c 

writers, that American Indians have no be .. r·.:·. See Car

'Ver's 7rarr.!e/s, p. 224, 225,; and lvlmfdl.t/s J~jiOl:~ oj SJiIlJa

trn, p. 39, 40. . 

VOL. H._NO !O. 
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vifage. The women, in general, are of the rant'& 
fize, colour, and fotm, with the men; nor is io 
eafy to diftinguifh them, as they poffefs no na~ 

tural feminine delicacies. N or was there a lingle 
one to be found, even among thofe who were in. 

their prime, who had the leaft pretenfions to beau. 
ty or come1inefs. 

Their drefs, in common, is a flaxen kind of. 
mantle, ornamented with a narrow ftripe of fur 
on the upper edge, and fringes at the lower edge. 
Palling under the left arm, it is tied over the 
right ihoulder. leaving both arms perfectly free. 
Sometimes the mantle is faftened round the waift 
by a girdle of coarfe matting. Over this is worn 
a fmall cloak of the fame fubftance, reaching 
to the waift, aleo fringed at the bottom. They 
wear a cap like a truncated cone, or a flower-pot, 
made of very fine matting, ornamented with a 
round knob, or a bunch of leathern taffels, having 

a firing palling under the chin, to prevent ita 
blowing off. 

The above drefs is common to both fexes, and 
the men often wear, over their other garments, 
the ikin of fame animal, as a bear, wolf, or fea
otter, with the hair outwards; fometimes tying 
it before, and fometimes behind, like a cloak. 
They throw a coarfe mat about their fhoulders 
in rainy weather, and they have woollen gar
ments which are but little ufed. They generally 
wear tht:ir hair hanging loofely down; but, thofe 

Wh9 
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\\rho have not a cap, tie it into'a kind of bunch 
on the crown of the head; 

Their drefs is certainly convenient, and, were 
it kept clean, would not be inelegant; but, as 
they are continually rubbing their bodies over 
with a red paint, mixed with oil, their garments 
become grea[y, and contract a rancid offenfive 
fmell. The appearance, indeed, of thefe people, 
is both wretched and filthy, and their heads and 
garments fwarm with lice. So loft are they to 
every idea of cIeanlinefs, that we frequently faw 
them pick off there vermin, and eat them with the 

treateft compofure. 
Their bodies, it has been obferved, ar<; always 

covered w:th red paint, but their faces are orna
mented with a variety of colours; a black, a brighter 
ted, or a white colour: the laft of thefe gives 
them a ghafily horrible appearance. They like
wife firelV the brown martial mica over the paint, 
which caufes it to glitter. Many of their ears 
are perforated in the lobe, where they make a 
large hole, and two fmaller ones higher up on the 
outer edge. In thefe holes are hung bits of bone. 
quills faftened upon a leathern thong, 1hells, 
bunches of taffels, or thin pieces of coppet. III 

,{orne, the Jeptum of the nofe is al[o perforated, 
and a piece of cot'd drawn through it. Others 
wear, at the fame place, pieces of copper, brafs, or 
iron, 1haped fomewhat like a horfe-ilioe, the nar· 
lOW opening receiving the foPlum, fo that it may 

.~ ~ be 
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be pinched gently by the two points, and thus 
the -ornament hangs over the upper lip. The 
-rings of Qur butto!)s were eagerly purchafed, and 
appropriated to this ufe. Their bracelets, which 
they wear about their wrifis, are bunches of white 
bugle beads, or thongs with taifels, or a broad 
black horny lliining fubltance. Round their an
des they frequently wear leathern thongs, or the 
finews of animals curioufly twified. _ 

Such are their common dreffes and ornaments, 
bm they hlve fame that are ufed only on extra
ordinary occations, fuch as going to war, and ex
hibi~ing thernfelves to fhangers in ceremonial 
vitits. Amongft thefe are the ikins of wolves; 
or bears, tied on like their other garments, but 
edged with broad borders of fur,. ingenioufiyor. 
namcnted with various figures. Thefe are oc
cationally worn feparate!y, or over their common 
clothing. The molt u[ual" head drefs, on thefe 
oecations, is a quantity of withe. wrapped about 
the head, \\'i~h large feathers, particularly thofe 
of eagles, (tuck in it; or it is entirely covered 
with buil white fe.lthers. At the fame time, 
the face is vJrioufiy painted, the upper and lower 
parts being of oppofite colours, and the ftrokes 
having the appearance of frefh gallies; or it is be
fmeared with a knd of fat or tallow, mixed with 
paint, formed iota a ·great variety' of figures, 
fomewhat like carved work. 

The 
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"he hair, fometimes, is feparated into fmall 
parcels, and tied, at intervals, with thread; and 
others tie it together behind, after the Engliih 
manner, and ftick in it fome branches of the cu-

, pre.f!us thyo:dcs. Thus equipped, they have a 
truly favage and ridiculous appearance, which is 
much heightened when they affume their mon
fterous decorations. Thefe con lift of a great va
riety of wooden ma/ks, applied to the fact', fore
head, or upper part of the head. Some of thefe 
vifors refemble human faces, having hair, beards, 
and eye-brows; others reprefent the heads of 
birds, aFld many the heads of animals; fuch as 
deer, wolves, porpoifes, and others. 
, Thefe reprefentations generally exceed the na
tural fize, and they are frequently ihewed with 
pieces of the foliaceous mica, which makes them 
glitter, and augments their deformity. Some
,'times they even exceed this, and fix large piecel 
of carved work upon the head, projeCting to a 
iwnliderable riiftance, and refembling the prow 
of a canoe. So much do they delig'ht in thefe 
difguifes, that, for want of another ma/k, we faw 
one of them thruft his head ~nto a tin, kettle 

Which he had bought from us. 
Whether thefe extravagant mafql1~rade orna

ments are ufed on any religious octafioll, or in 
","ny kind of diverfion, or whether they are cal
culated to intimidate by their monfirous appear
~nce, or as decoys when hunting anirpals, is un7 

R 3, certain. 
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certain. But, if travellers, in an ignorant and 
credulous age, when more than marvellous things 
were fuppofed to exift, had feen feveral people 
decorated in this manner, and had not approach~ 
ed fo near them as to be undeceived, they would 
have believed, and have endeavoured to make 
(lthers believe, that a race of beings exifted, par .. 
taking of the nature of man and beaft. 

Among the people of Nootka, one of the drefie$' 
feems peculiarly adapted to war. It is a thick 
tanned leathern mantle doubled, and appears to 
be the ikin of an elk, or buffalo. This is faf
tened on in the ordinary manner, and i~ fo con
trived as to cover the breaft quite up to the 
throat; part of it, at the fame time, falling dpwn 
to their heels. This garment is, fometimes, very 
curioufly painted, and is not only {hong enough 
to reiiil: arrows, but, as we underftood from 
them, even fpears cannot pierce it; fo that it 
may be confide red as their compleateft defenfivc 
armour. Sometimes they wear a fort of leathern 
cloak, over which are rows of the hoofs of deer, 
placed horizontally, and covered with quills; 
which, on their moving, make a loud rattling 
noife. Whether this part of their garb is intend
ed ~o ftrike terror in war, or to be ufed on ce
remonious occafions, is ~ncertain; but we faw 
(lne of their mufical entertainments, which was 
conduCted by a man habited in this manner, ha'l" 
ipg a maik on, and fhaking his rattle~ 
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Though we cannot view thefe people without 
a kind of horror, when they are thus ftrangely 
apparelled, yet, when divefted of thefe extrava
gant dreffes, and beheld in their common habit, 
they have no appearances of ferocity in their coun
tenances; but, as has been already obferved, they 
{eem to be of a quiet phlegmatic difpofition; 
deficient in animation and vivacity, to render 
themfelves agreeable in fociety. They are ra
ther referved than loquacious; but their gravity 
f\:ems conftitutional, and not to arife from a con
viction of its propriety, or to be the rerult of 
any particular mode of education; for, in their 
higheft paroxyfms of rage, they have not heat of 
language, or fignificancy or geftures, to exprefs 
it fufficiently. 

The orations which they make on all public 
Qccafions, are little more than 1hort fentences, 
~nd fometimes only tingle words, forcibly re
peated in one tone of voice, accompanied with 
a fingle gefture at every fentence; at the fame 
time jerking their whole body a little forward, 
with their knees bending, and th\:ir arms hanging 
Qown by ~heir fides. 

From their exhibiting human 1kulls and bones 
to fale, there is little rearon to doubt of their 
~reating their enemies with a degree of brutal 
cruelty; but, as this circumftance rathet marks a 
general agreement of charaCter among almoft 
~yerY ~ncivilized tribe, in every age and coun-

try 
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try, they are not to be reproached with any charg~ 
of. peculiar inhumanity. Their difpofition, in 

this refpect, we had not any Teafon to judge un
favourably of. They appear to be docile, cour
teous, and lrood-natured; but they are quick in 

Tefenting i~juries, notwithftanding the predomi~ 
nancy of their phlegm; and, like all other paC

fionate people, as quickly forgetting them. 
Thefe fits of pallion never extended farthe~ 

than the parties immediately concerned; the. 

fpectators never entering into the. merits of the 
quarrel, whether it was with any of us, or among 

their own people; :Ihcwing as much inc1iference, 
as if they were wholly unacquainted with the whole 
tranfaction. It was common to fee one of them 

rave and fcold, while all his agitation did not in 

the leaft excite the attention of his countrymen, 

and when we could not difcover the object of his 
dii"pleafure. They never betray the leaft f)'mp~ 
tom of timidity upon thefe occafion s, • but feem 

refolutely determined to puni:Ih the infulter. 'With 

refpect to ourfelves, they were under no appre
henfions about our fuperiority; but, if any dif
ference arofe, were as anxious to avenge the 

wrong, as if the caufe of quarrel had been among 
themfelves. ' 

Their other paffions appear to lie dormant, efpe
cially their curiofity. Fewexpreffed any de fire or 

inclination to fee or examine things with which 

they were unacquainted; and which, to a curious 
. obferver, 
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obferver, would have appeared afionifhing. If 
they could procure the articles they knew and 
wanted, they were perfectly fatisfied; regarding 
~very thing eIfe with great indifference. Nor did 
our per[ons, drefs, anti behaviour (though fa very 
different from their own) or even the fize and 
confhuction of our ihips, feem to command their 
admiration or attention. 

Their ind.)lcnce may, indeed, be a principal 
caufe of this. But it muG: be admitted, that ther
are not \~ holly _'Unfufc~ptible of the tender paf
[Jons, which is evident 'from their being fond of 
mufic, and that too of the truly pathetic kind. 
Their fdngs are generally flow and folemn; but 
Jheir mufic is lefs conl1ned than that which is 

ufually found in otr,er rude nations; the varia
tions being very numerous and exprcfiive, and 
the melody powerfully foorhing. Eefides their 
concerts, fonnets were frequently fUI'g by 

fingle performers keeping time by firiking the 
hand againfl: the thigh. Though folemnity was 
predominant in their mufic, they fometimes en

tertained us in a gay and lively firain, and even 
with a degree of plcafantry and humour. 
\ ' 
. A rattle and a fmall whifile, are the only in-

ftruments of mufic which we have feen among 
them. The rattle is \lfed when they fing ; but 
upon what occafions tbe whiftle is ufed, we never 

knew, unlefs it be when they affume the figures 
of particular animals, and endeavour to imitate 

their 
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their howl, or cry~ We once faw one of there 
people dndfed in the fkin of a wolf, with th~ 
bead covering his own, {hiving to imitate that 
animal, by making a fqueaking noife with a 
whifile he had in his mouth. The rattles are ge
nerally in the fhape qf a bird, wit)1 (mall pebbles 
ip the belly, and the tail is the handle. They 
have another fort, which refembles a child'~ 

rattle. 
Some of them difplayed a difpolition to kna

very, and, in trafficking with us, too~ 'away our 
goods without making any return. But of thi~ 
we had few infiances, and we had abundant rea
fon to approve the fairnefs of their conduct 
Their t!ilgernefs, however, to poifefs iron, brafs, 
or any kind of metal, was fo great, that, when 
an opportunity prefented itfelf, few of them could 
refift the temptation to fieal it. The nat'v~s of 
the South-fea iflands, as appears in many in fiances, 
would fieal any thing they could find, without 
confidering whether it was ufeful to them or npt. 
The novelty of the objeCt, was 11 fufficient in
ducement for them to get potfefiion of it by any 
means. They were rather aCtuated by a childiijl 
curiofity, than by a thievifh difpofition, The 
inhabitants of Noqtka, who made fr!!e with our 
property, are entitled to no fllCh llpology. The 
appellation of thief is certainly due to them; for • 
they knew that what they pilfered from us, migh~ 
pe conv~rted to the purpofes of private utility; 

~nd, 
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!lnd, according to their eftimation of things, wa$ 
really valuable. Luckily for us, they fet no va
lue upon any of our articles, except the metals. 
Linens, a~d many other things, were fecure from 
their depredations, and we could fafely leave them 
hanging out all night alhore, without being 
wat~hed. The principle which prompted thefe 
people to pilfer from us, would probably ope
rate in their intercourfe with each other. We 
had, indeed, abundant reafon to believe, that 
ftealing is very common amongft them, and fre
fluently produJ;:es quarrels, of which we faw more 
91lftances than one. 
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Number of Inhabitants at Nootka Sound-Manner 
of bui,'dil1g their HouJes-DeJcription of their 
Injide, Fumiture, {lnd UW!/ils-'Iheir Filthinejs 
-1f7ooden Images, calfed Klumma-Empio),mentJ 
of the Men-Indolence of ihe young Men-Of the 
lVolncn, and tbeir Emplqyments-Diffetent Sorts 
of FGod, and lvIanner of preparing it-Bows
Arrows-Spears-Sfings, and Qther Weapons
MallufaClures of Woollen, &c.-lIiftcbanic ./irts 
-Drjign and Exuution in Can)ing find Painting 
_Canoes-Implements uJed in Hunting and Fijh~ 
ing-Iron 'fools CCii21l1on among tbem-Manner of 
procuriug that, and other M:fals-Language, 
&c. 

T · HE only inhabited parts of the S.ol1nd, fee~ 
to be the two villages already mentioned. 

A pretty exact computation of the number of in. 
habitants in both, might be made from the canoes 
that vifited our £hips, the fecond day after our 
arrival. They confi£led of about a hundred, 
which, upon an average, contained at leafi five 
perfons each. But, as there were very few women, 
old men, children, or youths, then among them, 

we may reafonably fuppofe, that the number of 

t~e inhabitants of the two villages could not be 
Ids 
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, lefs than four times the number of our vifitors; 
being tWO thoufand in the whole. 

'The village which is fituated at the entrance of 
the Sound, ftands on the fide of a pretty fl.eep 

afcent, extending frum the beach to the wood. 
The hqufes confift of three ranges or rows, placed 
at almoft equal diftances behind each other, the 
front row being the largeft; and there are a few 
ftraggling houfes at each end. Thefe rows are 
interfeded by narrow p,aths, or lanes, at irregular 
tliftances, pafting upward; but thofe between the 

.. ho,ufes are confiderably broader. Though this 
,general difpofition has fome appearance of regu
larity"there is. none in the refpedive houfes; for 
every divifion made by the paths, may either be 
confide red as one or more houfes; there being no 

,regular feparation to diftinguifh them by, either 
within or without. Thefe erediohs con lift of very 

kmg broad planks, reiling upon the edges of each 
other, tied, in different parts, with withes of pine
bark. They have only flender pofts on the out
fide, at co!)liderable diftances from each other, to 
which they are alfo faftenec.l; but there are fome 

,larger poles within, placed aflant. The fides and 
ends of thefe habitations are about feven or eight 
feet in height, but the back part is fomewhat 
higher.. The planks, therefore, which compoli! 
the roof, flant furward, and, being loofe. mny b<! 
moved at pleafure. They may either be pur d',l<! 

t", 
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to exclude the rain, or feparated to admit th~ 
light in fine weather. 

Upon the whole, however, they are mof!: mife. 
table dwellings, and difplay very little attention 
or ingenuity in th~ir conftruCtion: for, though 
the fide-planks are pretty c1dfe to each other in 
fdme places, they are quite open in others. Be
fides, thefe habitations have no regular doors, and 
can only be entered by a hb\e, which the unequal 
length of [he planks has accidentally made. In 
the fides of the houfe they have alfo holes to look 
out at, ferving for windows; but there a:re very 
irregularly difpofed, without attending, in the 
leaft; to the ihape and fize of them. 

Within the habitations, we have frequently a 
view from one end to the other of thefe ranges of 
building; for, though there are fome appearances 
of feparations on each fide, for the accommoda
tion of different perfons or families, they dd not 
intercept the fight; and generally confift of pieces 
of plank, extending from the fide to the middle 
of the houfe. On the fides of each of thefe parts 
is a little bench, about five or fix inches higher 
than the reft of the floor, covered with mats, 
whereon the family fit and fleep. The length of 
thefe benches is generally feven or eight feet, and 
the breadth four or five. The fire-place, which 
has neither hearth nor chimney, is in the middle 
ofrhe floor. One houfe, in particular, was nearly 
feparated from the reft by a clofe partition; and 

tbi' 
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this was the moft regular building of any we had 
feen. In it there were four of thefe benches, each 
ilolding a fingle.family at the corner; hut it had 
not any feparation by boards, and the middle of 
the houfe feemed to be common to all the inha

. bitants. 
. The furnitute of their houfes confifts princi
pally of chefts and hoxes of various fizes, piled 
upon each other, at the fides or ends of the houfe ; 
in whiclr are depofited their garments, !kins, 
mafk.s, and other articles that are deemed valu
able. Many of them are double, or the upper 
one ferves as a lid to the other: fome have a lid 
faftened with thongs; others, that are very large, 
have a fquare hole cut in the upper part, for the 
convenience of putting things in, or taking them 
out. They, are frequently painted black, ftudded 
with the teeth of animals, or rudely carved with 
figures of birds, &c. as decorations. They have 
alfo fquare and oblong pails; round wooden cups 
and bowls; wooden troughs, of about two feet in 
length, out of which they eat their food; bags of 
matting, bafk.ets of twigs, &c. 

Their implements for fifhing, and other things, 
are hung up, or fcattered indifferent parts of the 
houfe, without any kind of order, making. in the 
whole, a perfect fcene of confufion; except on the 
fleeping benches, which have nothing on them 
Ilut the mats, which are of a fuperior quality to 

thoCe 
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thofe that they ufually have to fit on in thcit 
boats. 

The irregularity and confuflon of their houfes 
is, however, far exceeded by their nailinefs and 
fiench. They not only dry their fith within 
doors, but they alfo gut them there; whieh, to
gether with their bones and fragments thrown 
upon the ground at meals, occafioni feveral heaps 
of filth, which are never removed, till it becomes 
troublefome, from their bulk, to pafs over them. 
Every thing about the houCe ilinks or train.oil, 
£Jh, and Cmoke; and every part of it is as filthy 
as can be imagined. 

Notwithftanding all this filth and confufion, 
many of thefe houfes are decorated with images; 
which are nothing more than the trunks of large 
trees, of the height of four or five feer, placed at -
the upper end of the apartment, with a human 
face carved on the front, and the hands and arms 
upon the fides. Thefe figures too are varioufly 

painted, and make, upon the whole, a moft ridi
culous appearance. Thefe images are generally 
called Klumma ; but the names of two pnticular 
ones, ilanding abreaft of each other, at the dif
tance of about three or four feet, were Nalchkofl 
and Malfeeta. A fort of curtain, made of mat, 
ufually hung before them, which the natiycs were 
fometimes unwilling to remove: and when they 
did confent to mr;eil them, they feemed to ex
prefs themfdves in a yery myfterious manner. It 

feems 
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teems probable that they fometimes make offer"; 

Ings to chern; for, if we rightly interpreted their 

figns, they requefied us to give fomething to 

thefe images, when they drew the mats from before 
them. 

From thefe circumfiances, it was nati.l!"al for 
us to fuppofe that they were reprefentatives of 
their gods, or fome fuperfiitious fymbols; and 
yet they were held in no very extraordinary degree 
of efiimation, for, with a fmall quantity of brafs, 
or iron, any perf on might have purchafed all the 
gods in the place. 

Mr. Webber, in drawing a view of the infide of 
a N ootka houfe, wherein thefe figures are repre
fented, was interrupted, and hindered from pro

ceeding, by one af the inhabitants. Thinking a 
hribe would have a proper effeCt upon this occ:!
fion, Mr. Webber made him an offer of a button 
from his coat, which, being metal, immediately 
operated as it was intended, and he was at liberty 
to proceed as before. But foon after he had 
made a beginning, he was again interrupted by 
the fame man, \\ ho held a mat before the figures~ 
He therefore gave him another button, and was 

fuffered again to proceed. He then renewed his 
former praCtice, till :dr. \Vellber had pJ:te0 with 
every tingle button; and then ,permitted l.im to 

proceed without a:1Y Lrther obfirllction. 
The men f.,,::m to be chiefly employed in fiih

ihg, and killing animals for the fui1{;l1ance of 
V<ilL. 11.-)10 If. S tbe;.l 
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their families; few of them being- feen engage~ 

in any bufinefs in the hou[es; but the women

were occupied in manufa[luring their _ garments,
and in curing their fardines, which they alfo carry 
from the canoes to their houfes. The women al{o 
go in the fmall canoes, to gather mufcles and 
otber thell-fifh. Tbey are as dexterous as the men 

in the management of thefe canoes; and when' 
there are men in the canoes with them, they are 
paid very little attention to on account of their 
[ex, none of the ~11en offering to relieve them from, 
tbe labour of the paddle. Nor do they thew 
them any particular re[peet or tendernef:t on other 
occafions. 

The young men are remarkably ind0lent; being, 

generally fitting about, in fcattered companies,. 
balking themfelves in the fun, or wallowing in the 

fand uiJon the beach, like fo many hogs, without 
any kind of covering. This difregard of de
eency was,. however, confined folely to the men. 
The women- were always decently cloathed,_ and, 

behaved with great propriety; juftly meriting all. 

commendation f0r a modea bathfulnefs, fo b~
coming their [ex. In, them it is the more me~ 
ritorious, as the men han not even a fenfe of: 
fuame. 

Befides feeing fomething of their domeftic life 
and employments, we were enabled~ to form fome 

judgment of their difpefition, and method of. 
living, _ from the frequlnu vifui received from 

them, 
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them at our {hips, in the canoes; in which we 

1.mderftood they pafs much of their time, efpecially 
in the fummer: for they not only eat and fleep 

frequently in them, but lie and balk themfelves in 

the fun, as we had feen them at theif village. 
Their large canoes are, indeed, fufficiently fpa

cious for that purpofe; and are, except in rain)' 
weather, more comfortable habitations than their 
filthy houfes. 

Their greatefl reliance for food feems to be 

upon the fea, as affording filb, and fea-animals. 

The principal of the firft are herrings and far
dines, two fpecies of bream, and fame (mall cod. 
The herrings and fardines not only ferve to be 
eaten freih in their fearon, but to be dried and 
fmoaked as ftores. The herrings alfo afford them 
another grand refource for food; which is a vaft 

quantity of roe, prepared in a very extraordinary 
manner. It is ftrewi:d upon fmall branches of the 

Canadian pine. It is alfo prepared upon a long 

fea-grafs, which is found, in great plenty, upon 
the rocks under water. This caviare is preferved 
in balkets of mat, and u["d occafionally, after 
being dipped in water. It has no difagreeable 
taue, and ferves there people as a kind of winter 
bread. They al(o eat the roe of fame other large 
filn, that has a very rancid fmel! and tafre. 

The large mUlc!e is an eITcntial article of their 
food, which is found in great abundance in the 

Sound. After roaning them in their !hells, they 
S 2 :l['! 
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are fiuck upon long wooden lkewers, and take It 
off as they are wanted to be eaten, as they require 
no further preparation, though they are fometimes 
dipped in oil, as a fauee. The fmaller thell-fifh 

contribute to encreafe the general frock, but can

not be confidered as a material article of their 
food. 

The porpoife is more common among them as 
food than any of the fea-animals; the fieth and 

rind of which they cut in large pieces, dry them 
as they do herrings, and· eat them without far
ther preparation. They have alfo a very fin gular 

manner of preparing a fort of broth from this 
a:1imal, when in its freth fiate. They put fame 
pieces of it in a wooden vefiel or pail, in which 
there is alfo fome water, and throw heated frones 

into it. This operation is repeatedly performed 
till the contents are fuppofed to be fufficiently 
frewed. The freth fiones are put in, and the: 

others taken out, with a cleft frick, ferving as a 
pair of tongs; the veifel being, for that purpOff' 
always placed near the fire. This is a common 
diih among them, and feems to be a very {hong 
nouriihing food. From thele, and other fea
animals, they procure oil in great abundance, 
which they ufe upon many occafions, mixed with 
other fooll, as fauce, and frequently fip it alone 
with a kind of fcoop mnde of horn. 

They prooably feed upon other fea-animals, 
fu-:h as wllJ!e3, feals, and fca-otters ; the lkins of 

the 
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the two latter being common amongCt them: and 

they are rll:.~ifhd with implements or' all forts 

for the ddhuaion of lb~k ,HJ:::, ::l1t animals, 

though perhaps they may nor be able, ;;t all [ea

fans, to ',a'~'h the in in grear l'i,',~~". No gren 
number of frelh ikins were to be fell: while we lay 
in t:le SOU::',l, 

The l.lw!-all n~ls, at this time, appeared alfo to 

be fearee, as we raw no fienl belonging to ::rny of 

them; 3~d, though their {kins WC1'e to be h,d ill 
plenty, they might, perhaps, have been procured 

by traffic from other tribes. It plair:i),l:lpt::tIS, 

therefore, fro'~1 a variety of circumfL ees, that 

thefe :':(Jj'le are furnifned w"h the principal parr 
of tilt; ':mimal food by the it-.; if ':e except a 

few g'.:;)", ane: fame other birds, which they (hoot 

with their :lrrG'c's. 

Their only winter vegetal*:s feem to be the 

Canadian pine-branches, and fea-graCs; Gut, as 

~he [pring advances, t~ey ufe otbers as they ,come 
in feat~)n. Tile mof!: common of thcfe were t'::o 

forts of liliaceous roots, of a mild fwcetinl tan~, 

which are mucilaginous and eaten raw. The n(,xt 

is a root called aheitu, and has a talk refem1)ling 

liquorice. Another fmall, fl\'eetilh root, about 

the thicknefs ofJarJaparilia, is alfo eaten raw. Pl. 5 

the feafon advances, they have douhtlefs lTI:lny 

others which we did not fee. for, thongh t:,ere 

~s not the leaf!: appearance of cultivation al~]('il~); , 

t\1em~ there are plenty of alder, g;)\)~',bcrry, and 
S 3. currant 
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currant bufhes. One of the conditions, however, 
whic h they feem to require in all food, is, that 
jt fhould be of the lefs acrid kind; for they would 
not touch thc leek or garlic, though they fold us 
vaft quantities of it, when they .underftood we 
liked it. They fcemed, indeed, not to relifh any 
of our food, and rejeaed our fpirituous liquors as 
fometbing difgufting and unnatl)ral. 

Small marine animals, in their freib ftate, ar~ 

fometimes eaten raw; though it is their ordi~ 

nary praCtice to roaft or broil their food; for they 
are abfolute flrangers to our method of boiling, 
as appears from tiJeir manner of preparing por
poife broth; befi,les, as they have only wooden 
vefiels, it is impofiihle for them to perform fucq 
an operation. Their manner of eating corre
fponds with the naftinefs of their houfes and per
fons'; for the platters and troughs, out of which 
they eat theif food, feem never to have been 
wafhed {ince their original formation; the dirty 

remains of a formal ineal, being only fwept away 
by 3 fucceeding one. Every thing folid and 
tough, they tear to pieces with their hands and 
teeth; for, tbo~gh their knives are employed in 
cutting off tbe larger portions, they have not yet 
endeavoured to reduce thefe to moutbfuls by the 
fame means, thollgh fo much more cleanly and 
C()nV~I::enr. nut tbey do not poffefs even an 
idea of c1canlincfs, and confiantly eat the roots 
which arc dug from the ground~ without at-

tempting 
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temptiag to fluke off the foil that adheres to 
them. 

Whether they have any fet time for meals, we 
never certainly knew; having fcen them eat at 
all hours in their canoes. But having fe'en fe
veral meffes of porpoife broth preparing auour 
noon, when we went to the village, they pro
bably make a principal meal about that time. 

They have bows and arrows, fpears, ilings, 
iliort truncheons made of bone, and a [mall pick
axe, fomewhat refembling the common American 
tomahawk. Some of the arrows are pointed with 
iron, and others with indented bone; the fpeal' 
has ufually a long point made of bone. The 
tomahawk is a ftone of the length of feven or 
eight inches; one end terminating in a point, 
and [pe orher fixed into a wooden handle. This 
handle is intended to refemble the head and neck 
of a human figure; the flone being fixed in the 
mouth fa 3S to repreferrt a tongue of great mag
nitude. To heighten the re[emblance, human 
hair is al(o fixed to it. This weJpon is caJld 
taaweefh; and they have another weapon made 
of fione, which they call ft'eoik, aboLlt ten or 
twel ve inches long, having a (quare point. 

It may be reafonably concluded that they fre
quently engage in clofe comGar, from r:-,c llu'n

ber of their fione and other weapons; and ',';ehJc! 

very difagrecable proofs of their ':;~r, being both 

S .{ fJ"'-'l'JCl1t 
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frequent and bloody, from the quantity of hQ! 
man ikulls that were offered us to fa Ie. 

The defign and ex~cution of their manufac~ 
tures and mechanic arts, are more extenfive apd 

ingenious than could poffibly have been expect

ed, from the natural difpofitiQn of the people, 

and what little progrefs they had made in civi

lization. The flaxen and woollen garments en

gage -their firfl care, as being the moil: material of 

thofe that may be claffed under the head of ma

nufactures. The former are fabricated from the 

bark of the pine-tree, beat into a mafs refembling 

hemp. After being prepared in a proper man

ner, it is fpread upon a flick, which is faflened 
to two others ip an erect pofition. The manu. 

faCturer, who fits on her hams at this fimple 

machine, knots it :lcrofs, at the diflance of ab()U~ 

half an inch from each other, with fmall plaited 
threads. Though it cannot, by this method, be 

rendered fo clofe and firm as cloth that is woven, 

it is fufliciently impervious to the air, and is like~ 
wife fofter and more pliable. 

Though their woollen garments are probably 
manufaCtured in the fame manner, they have 

much the appearance of a woven cloth; but,' the 

fUj'po!i'ion of their being wrought in a loom is 

deftroyed, by the variolls figures that are inge

nioed1y inferred in them; it being very impro
bab;e that thefe people ihould be able to produce 

fuch a complex work, except immediately by. 

theif 
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their hands. They are of different qualiti('s; 
fame refembling our courfeft f()rt of blankets; and 

others not much inferior to our finea fort, and 
certainly both warmer and fofter. 

The wool, of which they are manufactured,feem. 

to be produced by different animals, particularly 

the fox and brown lynx; that from tbe lynx is the 

fineft, and nearly refembles our coarfer wools in 

colour; but the hair, which alfo grows upon the 
animal, being intermixed with it, the appearance 
.of it is fomewhat different when wrought. The or
namental figures in thefe garments are difpofed 
with great tafte, and are generally of a different co
lour, being ufually dyed either of a deep brown or 
a yellow; the latter of which, when new, equals 

in brightnefs, the bea in our carpets. 
Their fondnefs for carving on all their wooden 

articles, correfponds with their tai1:e in working 

figures upon their garments. Nothing is to be 
feen without a I:-ind of freeze-work, or a repre
fentation of fame animal upon it; but the moft 
general figure is that of the human face, which is 
frequently cut out upon birds, and the other mon
Ura'us things already mentioned; and even upon 

~heir weapon,- of bone and aone. 
The general deiign of thefe figures conveys :t 

fuffiClent knowledge of the objeCts they are in
tended to reprefent; though, in ,the carving, v<:ry 
little dexterity is diCplayed. But, i:1 the execu
tion of many of the maiks and heads, they have 

#hewn themfelvcs ingenious fculptors. They 
prefervell 
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prcferve, with the greateft exatlnefs, the general 

£haraCter of their own faces, and finilh the more 
minute parts with great accuracy and neatnefs. 
That thefe [eople have a ftrong propenfity to 
wurks of this fort, is obfervable in a variety of par. 
ticulars. Reprefentations of human figure,; birds; 
beans; 6th; madels of their c·anoes, and houfe~· 

haL 1 menii!" were found among them in very 
great aOllndance. 

Havillg mentioned their ikill in fome of the 
imitative arts, fuch as working figures in their 
garments, and engraving, or carving them in 
wood; we may alio add their drawing them in 
colours. The whole procefs of their whale filhery 
;,~,s been reprefcnted, in this manner, on the caps 
ihey wear. This, indeed, was rudely executed, . 
b.:t ferved, at le::dt, to convince us, that, though 
they have not the knowledge of letters amongft 
them, they have a notion of reprefenting actions, 
in a failing way, exclufive of recording them in 
their /i1ngs and traditions. They have alfo other 
painted figures, which, perhaps, have no eftabli1hed 
fignifications, and are only the creation of fancy 
or caprice. 

Though the firuCture of their canoes is fimple, 

th('y appear well calculated for every ufefu! purpofe. 
The large!!, v.hich contain tlpwards of twenty 
people, are formed of a fing!e tree. The length 
of many of them is forty feet, the, breadth fe

\ e:', aJ1d t~e depth three. They become gra. 
dually 
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dually narrower from the middle towards caell 
end, the frern ending perpendicularly, with l\ 

l\nob at the top. The fore-part ftretchcs for
wards and upwards, and ends in a point or prow; 
much higher than the fides of the canoe, which 
are nearly frraight. The greateft part of them 
are without any ornament; [orne have a little 
qrving, and are frudded with [ealg' teeth on the 
furface. Some have alfo a kind of additional 
prow, ufuaJly painted with the figure of fom~ 
animal. They have neither feats nor any other 
fupporters, on the infide, except fome fmall round 
Picks, about the fize of a walking cane, placed 
aerofs, abou~ half the depth of the canoe. They 
l1re very light, and, on account of their bre.1dtll 
~nd Hatnefs. [wim 'firmly, without an out-rigger. 
pf whieh they are all defritute. Their paddles. 

which arc fmall and light, re1emble a large leaf in 
"Shape; being pointed at the bottom,' broad in rhe 
middle, and gradually becoming narrower in the 
1haft; the whole length being about five feet. 
Ey eonl1ant ufe, they have acquired great dexte
~ity in the management of thefe paddles; but they 
never make ufe of any fails. 

For fifhing and hunting, their infiruments are 
ingcnioufly contrived, and completely made. They 
conlil1 of nets, hooks, and lines, harpoons, gigs, 
and an inftrument refemblillg an oar. The lat
ler is about twenty feet in length, four ar 'jyc 

in~hes in breadth, and of the th'icknefs of h:t:t .In 

ilh:h~ 
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inch. The edges, for about two-thirds of its 
length, are fet with !harp bone-teeth. about two 
inches in length; the other third ferving for a 
handle. With this infirument they attack her~ 

rings and fardines, and fuch other filh as come 
in !hoals. It is {huck into the !hoal, and the fifh 
are taken either upon, or between the teeth. Their 
hooks, which are made of bone and wood, dif
play no great ingenuity; but the harpoon, which 
is u[ed in 1hiking whales, and other fea-animals. 
manifefis a great extent of contrivance. It con
ijfis of a piece of bone, formed into two barbs, 
in which the oval blade of a large mufcle thell. 
and the point of the inftrument, is fixed. Two or 
three fathoms of rope is faftened to this harpoon, 
~nd, in throwing it, they ufe a !haft of :!bout fifteen 
feet long, to which the rope is faftened; to one 
end of -which the harpoon is fixed fa as to leave 
the !haft floating, as a buoy upon the water. when 
the animal is firuck with the harpoon. 

We are f!:rangers to the manner of their catch
ing or killing land-animals, bur, it i~ probabh:, 
that they !hoot the fmallc:r forts with their ar
rows; and encounter bears, wolves, and foxes~ 

with their, fpears. They have feveral forts of 
I!ets, which are perhaps applied to that purpofe; 
it being cllfl:oinary for them to throw them OV~f 
their heads. to fignify their ufe, when they of
fered them for fale. Sometimes they decoy ani
'Pals, by d:fgllifing themfelves with a !kin; anc\ 

running. 
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running upon ali fours, in which they are re
markably nimble; making, at the fame time, a 
kind of noife, or neighing. The maiks, or 
carved heads, as well as the dr~ed heads of dif
ferent animals, are ufed upon thefe occafions. 

Every thing of the rope kind, which they ufe 
in making their various articles, is formed either 
from thongs of !kins, and finews of animals, 
or from the flaxen fubfiance, of which they ma
nu(acture their mantles. The finews were fome
times fo remarkable long, that it was hardly pof
fible they could have belonged to any other ani
mal than the whale. The fame conjecture may 
be hazarded with'regard to the bones, of which 
they make their infiruments and weapons. 

The affifiance they receive from iron-tools, 
contributes to their dexterity in wooden per
formances. Their implements are almofi wholly 
made of iron; at leafi, we faw but one chiifd 
that was not made of that metal, and that was 
only of bone. The knife and the chiifel are the 
principal forms that iron aifumes amongfi them. 
The chiifel conlifis of a flat long piece, fafrened 
into a wooden handle. A franc is their mallet, 
and a bit of filli-n,in their poliiher. Some of 
thefe chiifels were nine or ten inches in length, 
and three or four in breadth; cut they \\-ere, ill 
general, confiderably finaIler. 

Some of their knives are vcry large, and their 
blades ;ue crooked; the edge being on the blCk 

qr 
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or com-ex part. What we' have feen among 
them, were about the breadth and thicknefs of 
an iron-hoop; and their fingular form fuffici~nily 
proves that they are not of European make. 
There iron-tools are iharpened -lipan a coarfe flate 
whetftone, and the whole inftrument is kept con

tinually bright. 
Iron is called by the natives feekemaile, a name 

which they alfo give to tin, and other white 
metals_ It bei<1g fo common among thefe peo
ple, we were anxious to difcover how it could 
be conveyed to them. As foon as we arrived iii 
the Sound we perceived that they had a know
ledge of traffic, and an indination to purfue it; 
and we were afterward5 convinced that they had 
not acquired this Imowledge f;om a curfory in
terview with any ftrangers, but it feemed ha
bitual to them, and was a prattice in whieh they 
were well lkilled. . 

With whom they carryon this traffic, we can
not aCcertain; for, though we faw feveral article, 
of European manufatture, or fuch 1 at leaft, as had 
been derived from fame civilized nation, fucll 
as brafs and iron, it does not certainly follow 
that they were received immediately from there 

nations. For we never could obtain the leaft in
formation of their having feen !hi ps, like ours; 
before, nor of their having been engaged in com
merce with [uch people. Many circumftances 

£orroborate to pwve this beyond a: doubt. On 
0Q£ 
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our artival, they were' earnefr in their enquirtes', 

whether we meant to ·fettle amongfr them, and 

whether we we,.; friendly vifitors; informing us, 
at the fame time, that they freely gave us \\'ood 

al1d water from motives of friendlhip. 

This fufficiently proves, that they confidered 

themfelves as proprietors of t~~ place, and dread

id no fuperiority : for it would have been an UI1-' 

natural enquiry, if any {hips had been here be
fore, and had fllpplied themfelves with wood and' 

water, and then departed; for they might then' 

reafonahly expet\:. that we ihould do the fame. 

It mufr be admitted, indeed, that they exhibited 
no marks of ftll:prize at beholding our iliips; but 

this may, with great propriety, be attributed to' 

their natural indolence of temper, and their w3nt

ing a thirft of curiofity. They were never ftartlccf . 

at the report of a mufquet, till they, one day, 
1hewed us that their hide-dreDes were impene..

trable to their fpears and arrows; when one of 

our people ili'ot a mufquet b::lll through one of 

them that had been fix times folded. Their aftC'"

nifhment at this, plainiy indicated their igllO~ 

rance of the effetl: of fire-arms. This was after

wards very frequently confirmed, when we ufed 

them to :!hoot birds, at which they appeared 

greatly confounded. And our explanation of the 

piece, together with the nature of its operation,. 

with the aid of {hot and ball, i'cruck them {o 

f0r6b!~' 
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forcibly, as to convince us ·of their having nd 
previolli ideas on this m:ltter. 

Though fome account of a voyage to this coaft1 

by the Spaniards, in 1774, or Ii 75, had arrived 
in England before we failed, the circumftances 
jull mentioned fufficiently prove, that there 1hips 
had never been at Nootka ';'. It was alfo evident~' 
that iron would not have been in fa many hands" 
nor would the ufe of it have been fa well known, 
if they had fa lately obtained the firll knowledge 

of it. 
From their general ufe of this metal, it pro

bably comes from fome connant fource, in- the 
way of traffic, and they have perhaps been long 
fUPFlied with it; for they ufe their tools with as 
much dexterity as the longell practice can ac
quire. The moll natural conjecture, therefore,; 
is, that they trade for their iron wiih other In
dian tribes. who may have fame comm'unitation 
with European fettlements upon that continent" 
or rective it through feveral intermediate nati-
0115. By the fame means they probably obtaili 
their braes and copper. 

Not only the rude materials, but fame manu
factured articles feem to find their way hither. 
The brafs ornaments for nofes are made in fo 
manerly a manner, that the Indians cannot be: 

* It has nnee appeared, that they were 'not within two' 
degrees of Nootka, and probably the inhabitant. 6f that 
,lace nev~r heard of thefe Spani!h {hips. 

[Up" 
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fuppo[ed capable of fabricating them. We are 
certain, that the ma~erials are European, as all 
the American tribes ate ignorant of the method 
Of making bra[s; though topper has been fre. 
quently met with, and, from its ductility, might 
eafily be fafuioned intO an:: fl1ape, ilnd polifhed; 
If fuch l'rticles are not ufed by our traders to 
Hudfon's Bay and Canada, in their traffic with 
the natives, they muft have been introduced at 
Nootka from Mexico; whence, it is probable, 
the two filver table fpoons Were originally de. 
rived. 

Littl'e knowledge can \\'e he fuppofed to have 
acquired of the political and religious inftituti-

.ons eftabllfhed among thefe people. We difco
vered, however, that there were fuch men as 
chiefs; diftingUifhed by the title of Acweek, to 
whom the others are, in fome degree, fubord:
nate. But the authority of each of tbefe great 
men; feems to extend no farther tban to his own 
family, who acknowledge him as their head. As 
the)' were. riot all elderly men, it is pollible this 
title may be hereditary. 

Nothing that We faw codld give us any infight 
into theit notions of religion, except the figures 
already mentioned, called Kl!!mmi. Thefe, per
haps, were idols; bur, as the word aczvcek was 
frequently mentioned when they [poke of them, 
we may fuppofe them to be the images of fome 
of their ancefiors, whofe memories th).·y venerate. 

,TO}', II._:;:.;O 11. T This, 
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This, however, is all conjecture, for we could 
receive no information concerning them; know.: 
ing little more of their language than to e~able 
1.15 to a/k the names of things, and being inca-: 
pable of holding any converfation \\:ith the na
tives, relative to their traditions, or their infii
tutions. 

Their language is neither harih nor difagree
aLie, farther than proceeds from their prol'O)ln .. 
cing the k and h with lefs foftnefs than we do. 
As to the compofition of their language: we are 
enabled to fay but little. It mal', however, be 
inferred, from their flow and diftinct method of 
fpeaking, that it has few prepofitions or conjunc.o 
tions, and is defiitute of even a lingle interjec. 
tion to exprefs furprize or admiration. The af. 
£nity it may bear to other languages, we have 
not been able fufiickntly to trace, not having 
proper fpecimens to compare it with; but, from 
the few Mexican words we have procured. there 
is an obvious agreement, throughout the lan
guage, in rOhe freque~t terminations of the _words 
in I, fl, or ;:;. 

The word waka/h was frequently in the mouths 
of the people of Nootka. It feemed to exprefs 
approbation, applaufe, and friendfhip. When
ever they appeared to be pleafed or fatisfied at 

any fight or occurrence, they would ~all om 
wakaJIz! 'U:akafh !-It is worthy of remark, that 
as thefe people fo efientially differ from the na-

ti'!..!:) 



PACIFIC OCEAN; '275 

tives of the iflands in the Pacific Ocean, in their 

perf~ns, cuftoms, and language, we cannot fup
pofe their refpeCtive progenitors to have be
longed to the fame tribe, when they emigrated 
into thofe places where we now find their d~~ 

fcendants. 

C HAP. IV; 

A St;~m-ihe Refo!ution !prings fl Leak-Prcg'·,'fl 
of the . Ships along tbe North-Americall Coa/i
An Inlet named Croft Sound-Beering's Bay
Cape SucHing-dccoimt of Kay's Jjland-Our 

Ships a/Ichor lzettr Cape Hinchingbroke-Cfhe Na
tives· 'Vijit us-Their FondneJs for Beads and 

lron-Cfheir daring Attempt to carry oil one oj 
our Boats-Cfht!ya(fO atfmipt to plunder the Dij: 

'covery-Progrtft up the Sound-Mr. Gore and 
tbe Mafter fent to eXt/mine its Extenl-II1ollfaSI/1. 

Ijland-'rhe ShipJ leave the Sound •. 

W· . E hnve already mentioned, tl~:lt we put 
to rea, ill the evening of the 26th of 

April, with manifc>fl indications of an approach
ing florm; and theii.: figns did not deceive llS. 

~Ve had fc·arce fail~d out of the Sound, When the 
T z wind 
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wind fhifted from north-eaft to fouth-eaft by ealf, 

and blew a ftrong gale, with fqualls and rainj 
the /ky being at the fame time uncommonly dllrk. 
Bc' ng apprehenfi'Ve of the winds veeriag more 

to the fouth, which wotlld expofe us to the dan
gt::r of a lee-fuore, we got the tacks on board, 
and made all the [ale we could to the routh-weft. 

It fortunately happened, that the wind veered 110 

further towards the kluth, than fomb-eaft; fo

that. early the next morning. we were entirely 
clear of the eGa ft. Captain Clerke's 111ip being 
at forne diilance aft:::rn, the Commodore brought 
·to, till fue came up, and then both veffels fieer

~d a north-wefterly courfe. The wind biew wir~ 
great violence, and the weather was thick and 

hazy. Between one and two o'clock in the af. 

ternoon, there was a perfeCt hurricane; fo that 

the Commodore deemed it exceedingly dange
rous to fUn :any longer before it: he therefore 
brought the !hips to, with their heads to the 
fuuth. In this fituation, the Re[01ution fprung 
a leak, in her ftarboard quarter, which, at firft, 
alarmed us extremely; but,. after the-water 
was baled out, which kept us employed till mid
nigbt, it was kept under by means of one pump. 
The wind having, in the evening, veered to the 
tllLlthward, its fmy in fOlue meafure abate~; 

\lpOn which w(! firetched to the weq:; but abOUt! 

ckven, the gale again increafed~ and cOlltinued· 
, 1iil~ 
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tHI five the next morning, \\ k"ll the am;;: bcgai: 

to moderate. 

The weather now de:uil1g up. \\"~ were able to 

fee f~veral leagues around us, and fieered mor~ 

to the north. At noon, our Ion gitude was:. 29° 
26' eaa; and our latitude, SOil I' north. \\-e 

DOW fteered north-weft by north, with a frdh 
galt', and fair weather. Bllt, towards the even
i,ng, the wind again blew hard, with {snaIls and 
rain. \Vith this weather, we continued the: fame 
cour{e till the 30th, when we fteered north by 
weft, intending to make the land. C2ptain Cook 
regretted that he could not do it fooner, as we 

were now pailing the fpot where the pretencled 
ftrait of Ad miral de Fonte Ins been placed by 

geographers. Though the Captain gave no credit 
to {uch vague and improbable ftorics, be was de-

-iirous of keeping the coaa of America ahoard, 
that this point might- be cleared up beyond, dif
pure. But he confidcred, that it WOllld have 

been very imprudent to have engaged with the 
land while the weather was (o tempeituous, or to 

have loft the advantage of a fair wind, by wai~
ing for lefs ftormy weather. This da)" at tweh'e 

o'clock, OUf latitude was S3° 2 z.1 north, and our 

longitude 225° 14' raO:. 
,_ On Friday, the fa .of May, not {ceing land, 
we fteered to the north-eaft, having a frdh bre ze 

::It fouth-foutb-eaft and louth, with {quails and 
~!J\\'crs of ha I and ram. About feven o'clock 

T 3 III 
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in the evening. we defcried the land, at the qif· 
tance of twelve or fourteen leagues. At four th~ 
next morning, the coaft was feen from fouth-eaft 

. to north by weft, the neareft part of it being five 
or fix leagues diftant. At this time, the northern' 
point of "an inlet, or, at leaft, what appeared to 
be one, bore eaft by fouth; and from it to the 
northward, there feetned to be many bays and 
harbours along the coaft. At fix o'clock, mak~ 
ing a nearer approach to the land, we fteere4 
north-weft by north, this being the direction ot 
the coan:; and, between eleven and twelve, we 
paired a clufter of little iflands fituate near the 
cvntinent, to the northward of the fouthern point 
of an exten(ive bay. An arm of this bay feemed 
to extend in towards the north, behind a round 
lofty mountain that £lands between it and the fea. 
To this mountain Captain Cook gave the name 
of MOll11t Edgecumb~; and the point of land 
prL~ecting from it, he called Cape Edgecumbe. 
The latitude of this cape is 57\} 3' north, and its 
longitude 2240 7' eaO:. The land, except ill 
fome parts clofe to the fea, is of a confiderable 
height, abounding with hills. Mount Edge
cum be, which f::or out-tops all the reft, was en· 
tirely covered with fno"Y, as were alfo the other 
elevated hills; but t:,e lower ones, and the flatter 
fpots near the fea, \Vc~e dcftitute of it, and covered 
with wood. 

Ill. 
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In our' progrefs to the northward, we found 
that the coaft from Cape Edgecumbe trended to 

the north' ~nd north-eaft for fix or feven leagues, 
and there formed a fpacious bay_ There being 
fome ifland9 in the entrance of tbis bay, tbe 
Commodore named it tbe Bay of Wands_ It 
feemed to branch out into feveral arms, one of 
which turned towards the fauth, and may per
haps communicate with tbe bay on the cafiern 
fide of Cape Edgecumbe, and tbus render the land 
of that cape an ifland. On the 3d, at half an 
hour after four in the morning, Mount Edge
cumbe bore fouth 5+0 eaft, a large inlet, north 
50° eaft; and the moft advanced point of land 
towards' the north-weft, lying under a very lofty 
peaked mountain, which obtained the appellation 
qf Mount Fair-Weather, bore north 32° well:. 
The inlet we named Crofs Sound, having firft 
obrerved it on the day fo marked in our calen
dar. The fouth eaftern point of this Sound is an 

. elevated promontory, which we diftinguifhed by 
the name of Crofs Cape. -To tbe point under 
the above-mentioned peaked mountain, we gave 
the name of Cape Fair-Weather. At noon, this 
cape was diftant twelve or thirteen leagues. 

We had now light breezes from tbe north
weft, which continued feveral days. We fteered 
to the fauth-well, and weft-fouth-weft, till the 
morning of the 4th, when we tacked anel fiood 
towards the {hore. At· twelve o'c1ock~ Mount 

T "\- fair-
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fair-W~ather bore north 63° eaft, and -the fhbr, 
under it was about a dozen leagues diftant'. This 
mount is the highe(l: of a chain or ridge of moun, 
tains, that rife at the north-weftern entrance of 
erofs Sound, and extend towllrds the north-weft, 
parallel with tpe coaft. Thefe mountains were 
covered with fnow, from the higheft fUQ1mi~ 
down to t,he fea-coaft; except a few places, where 
we could difcern trees that feemed to rife, as it 
were, from the fea_ About five o'clock in the 

afternoon? the top of a high mo~ntain appeared 
above the horizon, bearing north 26° weft, and, 
as we afterwards found, near forty leagues dif., 
tanto \Ve fuppofed that it was the mount St. 
Elias, of Commodore Beering. We faw, in the 
courfe of this day, feveral porpoifes, feals, and 
wh:Jles; alfo great numbers of gulls, and many 
flocks of birds which had a blac1~ circle about 
the head, and a black banq 00 the tip of the tail 
and upper part of the wings, the reft being wllite 
below and blueiih above. We likewife obferveq 

a browniih duck, with a blackifu or dark-blue 
head and neck. 

As we had light winds, with (lccafional calms, 
we proceeded but flowly. On the 6th, at mid., 
day, the neareft land was at the diftance of about 
~ight leagues. In a north.eafterly direttion, there 

appeared to be a bay, and an ifland near its 
foutbern point, covered ,with Wood. This is pro
pably the place wher\,! Beering !lncl~ored. Sout4-

warq 
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ward of the bay (which Captain Cook named 

Beering's Bar, in honour of its difcoverer) the 
ridge ejf mountains, already mentioned, is inter~ 

rU(lted by a plain of feveralleagues in extent, be
yond which the fight was unbounded. In the 
afternoon, we founded, and found a muddy bot
~om at the depth of about feventy fathoms. SOOI1 

afterwards, having a light northerly breeze, we 
fleered to the weftward; and at noon, the next 
day, we were at the difrani:e of four or live leagues 
from the ihore. From this ftation we could per.,. 
ceive a bay under a high land, with low wood. 
land on each fide of it. \Ve now found that the 
1=oaft trended confiderably to the weft; and as we 
had but little wind, and that chiefly from the 
wefrward, we made a flow progrefs. On the 9th, 
about noon, Mount St. Elias bore north 30° (ait, 
at the diftance of nineteen leagues. This moun.,. 
tain frands twelve Iqgues inland, in the longitude 
~f 2 190 eafr, and in th&: latitude of 60° 27' porth, 
It belongs to a ridge of very lofty mountains, 
which l1lay be reckoned a kind of continuation of 
~he former, being feparated from them only by 
Jhe plain before-mentioned. 

On Sunday the loth, at twelve o'clock, WCJ 

JNere about three leagues diftant from the coaft of 
~he continent, which extended from eaft half 
north, to nonh-wefr half weft. To the wefrward 
of the latter direCtion was an ifland, at the dif~ 
~ance of fix leagues. A point, which the Com-

modore 
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modore named Cape Suckling, pwjdcstowards 

the north-eallern end of thisilland. - The extre

mity of the cape i~ low; but, within it, frands 
a bill of confider able height, which is divided 
from the mountains by low land; fo that the 

~3pe, at a difiance, has an infular appearance. 

On the north fide of Cape Suckling is a bay, 
which feemed to be extenfive, and to be- fheltcr

cd from mofi winds. Captain Cook had fame 

thoughts of repairing to this bay, in order to flop 

~he leak of his fhip, all our endeavours to effect 

that purpof\: at tea having proved fruitlefs. We 
therefore- fleered for the cape; but, having only 

variable light breezes, we advanced towards it 

:!lowly. Before night, however, we had approach

~d near enough to f~e fome· low land projecting 
from the cape to the north-weft; we alfo obferv, 

ed fome little iilands in the bay, and feveral ele

vated rocks between the cape and the north

cafiern extremity of the iiland. As there ap
peared to be a patfage on ~ach fide of thefe rocks, 
\\'c continued fteering thither the whole night. 

Early the next morning, the wind fhifted from· 

lOi::;-e~l1 to north. This being againft us, the 
Commodore r"linqui{hed his defign of going into 

the bay, and bore up for the weft end of the ifland, 
There b~ing a ca)m about ten o'clock, he em

barked in a boat, and landed on the ifland, with' 
a view of feeing what lay on the othe~ fide; bu\ 

~nding tl:~t t::c: hills were at' a greater di1lance 

thall 
',>", . 
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than he expetl:ed, and that the way was woody 
~nd fieep, he laid aficle that intention. On a 
{mall eminence ~ear the fhore, he left, at the foot 
of a tree, a bottle containing a paper, on which 
the names of our fhip~, and the dare of our dif
covery, were infcribed: he alfo inclofed two filver 
fwo-penny pieces of Engli!4 coin, which, with' 
many others, had been furnifhed him by Dr. Kaye, 
now Dean of Lincoln; and, in teftimony ()f his 

efteem for that gentleman, he diftinguiihed th~ 
~fiand by the name of Kaye's Wand. ' 
, This ifle does not exceed twelve leagues il) 

length, and its breadth is not above a league and 
a half in any parr of it. The fouth-weft point, 
whofe latitude is 59 0 49' north, and longitude 
216 0 58' eaft, is a naked rock, confiderably ele. 
vated above the land within it. There is alfo a 
l1igh rock lying off it, which, when feen in fame 
particular diretl:ions, has the appearance of a ru
inous caftle. The ifland termin ates, towards the 

fea, in bare floping cliffs, with a beach confil1ing 
of large pebbles, intermixed in fame places with 
a clayey fand. The cliffs are compofed of a 
blueifh ilone or rock, and are, except in a felv 
parts, in a foft or mouldering ilate. Some parts 
of the ~lore are interrupted by fmall vallies and 
gullies, in each 'of which a rivulet or torlent 
fu1l1es down with a confiderabie degree of impe

tuofity; .. though, perhap~, only furni!hcd from 
the [now, al~d lafting no longer than till the whole 

" . 
is 
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is dilfolved. Thefe vallies are filled with pine
trees; and they alfo abound in other parts of the 
i:l1and, which, indeed, is covered, as it were, with 
a broad gir.dle of wood. The trees. however, 
are far from being of an extraordinary growth; 
few of them feeming to be larger than what a per
fon might grafp round with his arms, and their 
general height bei ng forty or fifty feet; fo that 
they would be of no great fervice for ihipping, 
\=xcept as materials for making top gallant-mails, 
and other fmall things. The pine-trees appeared 
to be all of one fpecies; an~ neither the Canadian 
pir>e, nor cyprefs, was to be feen. 

Upon the edges of the cliffs, the furface was 
c~)Vered with a kind of turf, about fix inches 
thick, apparently compofed of the common mofs; 
and the upper part of the iiland had nearly the 
fame appearance in point of colour; but that 
which covered it, whatever it was, feemed to be 
thicker. Among the t[ees were fome currant 
and hawberry bullies, a yellow-flowered violet, 
and the leaves of other plants not yet in flower, 
particularly one which was fuppofed by Mr. An. 
de~fon to be the heradeum of Linn.eus. 

A crow was feen flying about the wood; two 
or three white headed eagles, like thofe of Noot
ka, were alfo obferved; beiides another fpecies 
equally large,. which had a white breafr. The 
Commodore likewife faw, in his palfage from the 
~lip to the fuore, a number of fowls fitting on 

tbe 
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th'e water-; "or flying about; tbe principal of 
which"were gnlls," burres, /hags, ducks, or large 
petrels, divers, and quebrantahudfes. The divers 
were of two forts; one very large, whofe colour 

• was black, with a white belly and breaft; the' 
other of a fmaller fize, with a longer and more 
pointed bill. The ducks were alfo of two fpe
cies; one brownilh, with a dark-blue or blackifh 
head and neck; the other fmaller, and of a dirty 
black colour. The ihags were large and black~ 
having a white fpot behind the wings. The 
gulls were of the common fort, flying in flocks. 
There was alfo a tingle bird flying about, ap
parently of the gull kind, whofe colour was a 

fnowy white, with fame black along part of the 
upper fide of its wings. At the place where our 
party landed, a fox came from the verge of the 
wbod, and eyeing them with little emotion, walked 
leifurely on without manifefting any figns of fear. 
He was not of a large fize, and his €olour was 
areddifh yellow. Two or three [mall feals were 
likewife feen near the fuore; but no traces were 
difcovered of inhabitants having ever been in the 
ifland. • 

Captain Cook, with thofe who accompaniecf 
him, returned on board in the afternoon, and; 
with a light breeze from the eait, fleered for the 
f~uth" weft fid~ of the ifland, which we gOt round 
by eight o'clock in the evening; we then flood 
for the ;veil'.rnmafi land that was now in fight .. , 

fl.': 
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At the liorth-call end oLKaye's :H1and ftands ano.· 

ther lfi!l'nd, extending n,orth-weft and fouth.~aft, 
about nine miles. to within the fame diftance of 
the north-v/eftern boundary of the bay mentioned 
hefpre, to which the appellation of Comptroller's 
Bly was given. Early the next morning Kaye's 
Wand W3S frill in fight, bearing eaft by fourh i 
and, at this time, we were at the diaance' of four 

'or five leagues from the main. At Mon, the 
eaaem point of a fpacious inlet bore wefr-qorth
weftT about three leagues diftant. From Comp
troller's Bay tQtbis point, which the Commodore 
namE'd Cap'e Hihchillgbroke, the direction of the 
coail: is nearly eail: and weil:. Beyo'nd this, it 
~ppeared to incline towards the fourh; a direction 
very different from that which is marked out in 
the modern charts, founded on the late difcoveries , 
of the, Ruffians; infomuch that we had fome rea': 
fon to expect, that we fhould find, through the 
inlet before us, apafiage to the north, and that 
the land to the weft and fouth-weft was a grout' 
of ifiands. The wind was now fouth-eafierlY,". 
and we were menaced )vith a fog and a ftorm ;' 
and Captain Cook was defirous ot getting into. 
fome phce to ftop the leak, before we had ano
ther gale to encounter. We therefore fteered for 
the inlet, which we had no foo'ner reached, tnan' 
tile weather hecame exceedingly foggy, and it 
was deemed neeeffary that the 1hips fhould be' f~-. 
~ucd in fome place or other, tin the fky fhould! 

dear 
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t:lear Up. With this view we hauled clofe under 

Cape Hinchingbroke, and cafi anchor before :l 

fmall cove, over a clayey bottom, in eigbt fa
thoms water, at tbe diftance of about two fur

,longs from the fhore; 

Soon after we had anchored, the boats were 

hoifted out, fome to fiili, and others to found. 
The feine, at the fame time, was drawn in ,the 

~ove; but without [uecers, ;)5 it was torn. At 
inrervals the fog cleared away, and gave us a 
tiew of the nighJouring land. The cape \\' as 
one league diftant; the weftern point of. the inkr, 
five leagues; and the land on that fid,e e,xtcndcd 

to weft by north. Between this point a;]d nOlth

weft by weft, w~ could difcern no land. The 
moil: wefter.ly point we han in view on the nortil 

thore, was at the diftance of twO leagues. Be v 

twixt this point, and, the thore under which our 

:!hips now lay at anchor, is a bay about thrc~ 

leagues deep, on thefourb-eafrern fide of which 

are feveral coves; and, in.the middle, fiand [-ome 
tocky i1hnds. 

Mr. Gore was difpatchedin :l boat to thd(~ 

illands; in mdcr to ihoot fo'me birds that might 
ferve for food. He had fcarcely reach ell them, 
when about twenty nativc, appeared, in two large 

canoes; upon which he returnl',<! to the ihips, 

and they (ollu.nll hi!n. ,.1:b.:)' were' w;\',;,iing, 

how(ver, to VcJ1'LHe along·fiL~e, but kept ~, a 
k:k di£1:unce, fhol1~ing alolld, and cb'iJ!,: 8:"i 

CJ~'~~~L\l ~ 
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extending their arms alternately. They then be.: 
tan a kind of fong, much after the manner of the' 
inhabitants of King George's or Nootka Sound. 
Their heads were frrewed with feathers, and one 
of them held out a white garment, which we fup
pofed was intended as a token of friendfhip; while 
another, for near a lJ.uarter of an hour, frood up 
in the canoe, entirely naked, with his arms ex
tended like a crofs, and motionlefs. Their canoes 
were confrruct:ed upon a different plan from thofe 
of Nootka. The frame conlified of flender laths; 

:!md the outfide was formed of the frins of feals; 
or other animals of a fimilar kind .. Though we . 
returned their figns of amity, and endeavoured, 
by the mort expreffive gefh:Jres"to encou'tage them 
to come along-fide, we were unable to prevail 
llpon them •. Though fome of Our 11eople repeat~ 
cd feveral of the mofi common words of the Ian. 
guage of Nootka, fuch as makook and jeekemaile, 
they did not appear to undetfHnd them. After 
they had received fome prefents that were throwrt 
to them, they retired towards the thore, intimat
ing, by figns; that they would pay us another vilit 
the next morning. Two of them; however, tame 
off to us in the night, each in a fmall eatlOe; 
boping, perhaps, that, they might find us all 
llfieep, and might have an opportunity of pilfering; 
for they went away as' foon as they perceived them.' 
felves difcovered. 
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. The wind, during the night, blew hard and 
in [qualls, with rain, and thick hazy weather. 
The next morning, about ten, the wind becom
ing more moderate, and the weather in Come 
mearure clearing up, we got lip oilr :inchors and 
made [ail, in order to fe:lrch for [oine convenient 

p!;l'C where we might flop the leal!, as our pre
fent ltati{)fi was tOI) much. expoled fot that pur.; 
pofe. Captain Cook at fira propofed to have 
gone up the bay before which Oll, ~'ps had an.;. 
chored; but he Was atierwatds induced by the 
cIearnefs of the weather, to deer toward~ the 

north, further up the great inlet; After we had 
paired the north-weft iJOint of the above menti
oned hay,' we fOUl,d that the coaft, on that fide, 
inclined to the eafiward. \Ve did not folfow it, 
but proceed~d on onr courfe to the northward, 

for a point of land which we ob[erved in that 
direction. 

The Americans who had vifited us the pre
ceding day, came off again in the morning, in 
five or fix canoes; but as they did not corne till 
after we were under fail, tbey were unable to 

reach the iliips, though tbey followed lis fDr a 

tDnJiderable time. In tbe afternoDn, before two 
o'clock, tbe unfavourable weather retOrned, with 
fo thick a: haze, that we could difcern no otht;.!" 

Jand but the point juft mentionC'd, off which we 
. arrived between four lind five o'clock; and fDund 
it to be a little Wand; fituate at the difiance Of 

VOLI IL-'-N°. II. lJ abollt 
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about two miles from the neighbouring coaa. 
being a point of land, on the eaftern fide of 
\\ hich we difcovered an excellent bay, Of rather 
harbour. To this we plied up, while the wind 
bkw in very hard fqualls, accompanied with 
rain. Though, at f01l1e int<::rvals, we could fee 
land in every dirtEtion, yet, in gener;!l, there was 
fo great a fog, thJt we could only perceive the 
Ihores of the bay for which we were now fteering. 
ln palEng the jl1and, we fOllnd a muddy bottom, 
at tbe depth of twenty-fix fathoms. Not long 
after, we found fixty and feventy fathoms, over 
a focky bottom; and, in the entrance of the bay, 
,he depth of water IVa, from thirty to fix fathoms. 
At leng,th, about eight o':lock, we were obliged, 
by the violence of tile fqualls, to can: anchor in 
thirteen fathoms water, before we had proceeded 
fo fdr into the bay as the Commodore intended; 

but we thought ourfelves fortunate in having the 
ibips already fecmc::d; for the night was extremely 
tempdluous. 

Though the wearher was fo turbulem, the na.
tives were not deterred from paying us a viot. 
Three of them c.:me off in two canoes; tw" 
men in one, and one in the orher, being the num

ber that each canoe could carry. For they were 
confl:n;Ctcd nearly m the fame manntr with thole 
of the Et"ql1imal;X, except that in oroe of them 

wt:fe two holes for [,\0 perfons to fit in, and ill 

tLe other bur cr:e. 1 hde men had each a frick, 
of 
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nf the length of about three feet, with the large 
feathers, or wings of birds, fafiened CO it. There 
they frequently held up to us, probably as tokens 
of peace. The treatment thefe three received, 
induced many others to vifit us, between one and 
two o'clock the following morning, in both great 
and {mall canoes. Some of them ventured on 
board the RefolLltion; though not before fome of 
our people had fiepped into their boars. Among 
thofe who came on board, was a middle-aged 
man, who, as we af~erwards found; was the chief. 
His drefs was made of the ikin of the fea-otrer, 
and he had on his he;Jd fLlch a cap as is worn by 
the inhahitants of Nootka, embellilhed with 
fky-bltle glafs be:ds. He appeared to value thefe 
much more than our whitt" glafs beads. Any 
kind of beads, however, feemed to be in high 
efbmation among thefe people, who readily gave 
in exchange for them whatever they had, even 
their fine fea-otter lkins. 

They were very defirous of iron; but aofo!utely 
rejeCted fmall bits, and wanted pieces nine or 
ten inches long at leafi, and of the breadth of 
three or four fingers. They obtained but little 
of this commodity from us, as, by this time, it 
was become rather fcarce. The points of fome 
of the;r [pears were of this metal; others were 
of copper; and a few were of bone; of which 
laft the points of their arrows, darts, &c. were 

formed. 
U 2 The 
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The chief could not be prevailed upon to veil. 
ture below the upper d~ck. nor did he and his 
companions continue long on board. While 
they were with us, it was necerrary to watch them 
narrowly, as they foon manifeUed an inclination 
for thieving. At length, when they had been 
three or four hours along-fide rhe Refolution, 
they all quitted her, and rl"paired to the Difco~ 
very, which fuip none of them had before been 
on board of, except one man, who came from 

her at this very time, and immediately returned 
to her, in company with the others. As foon as 
they had departed from our !hip, Captain Cook. 
difpatched a boat to found the head of the bay; 
for, as the wind was moderate at prefent, he had 

an intention of laying the {hip aihore, if a proper 
place could be found for the procefs of ftopping 
the leak. Soon afterwards all the Americans 
quitted the Difcovery, and made their way to
wards our boat that was employed in founding __ 

The officer who was in her, obfcrving their ap
proach, returned to the ihip, and all the canoes 
followed him. The crew of the boat had no 
fooner repaired on board, leaving in her, by way 
of guard, two of their number, than feveral of 
the natives ftepped into her; fame of whom pre
ler;teJ th(;'ir fpears before the two men, while 

others loofed the Fope by which file was faftened 
to the !hip, and the reft were fo daring- as to at
tempt to tow her a\\'ay. But the moment tbey 

raw 
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raw that we were preparing to oppofe them, they 
let her go, fiepped OUt of her into their own boats, 
and made figns to us to perfuade us to lay down 
our arms, being, to all appearance, perfeCtly un
concerneJ. 

This attempr, though a very bold one, w~s 
fcarce equal to what they had meditated on board 
Captain Clerke's fbip. The man whom we men
tioned before as having conducted his country
men from the Refolution to the Difcovery, had 
firft been on board of the latter; where looking 
down all the hatchways, and obferving no one 
except the officer' of the watch, and one or two 
others, he doubtlefs imagined that fbe might be 
plundered with eafe, particularly as /he wa$ fia
tioned at fome diftance from the Refohttion. It 
was unqueftionably with this intent, that the na
tives went off to her. Several of them went on 
board without the leaft ceremony, and drawing 
their knives, made figns to the officer, and the 
other people upon deck, to keep off, and began 
fo (earth lor plunder. The lira thing they laid 
hold of was the rudder of one of our boats, which 
they immediately threw overboard to thofe of 
their party who had continued in the canoes. But 
before they had time to find another object that 
ftruck their fancy, the /hip's crew were alarmed, 
alld many of them, armed with clltlaiTes, came 
upon deck. On obferving this, the plunderers 
all fntaked off into their canoes, with evident 

U 3 marks 
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marks of indifference. It was at this time, that 
our boat was occupied m founding, as we have 
alro::ady mentioned; and tpe natives, without de
Jay, proceeded towards her, atter the (llfappoint~ 

ment they had met with at the Difcovery. Their 
vifiting us fo early in the mormng was undoubt
edly with a view of plundering, on a fuppofition 
that they !hould fiad all uur people "Ottp. 

From the circumltances above related, it may 
reafonably be illterred, that thde people are not 
acquaimed with fire-arms. For, had they known 
any thing of their effect, they would by no means 
have ventured to attempt carrying off a b(,at from 
lmder a lbip~s guns, in the face of upward$ of a 
hundred men; for molt of the Refolution's peo
ple were looking at them, at the vc:ry inftant of 
~heir making the attempt. However, we left 
them as ignorant, in this particular, as we found 
them; fo'rthey neither faw nor heard a mufquet 
fired, except at bird,~ 

As we were on the point of weighing anchor, 
in order to proceed further up the bay, the wind 
l-..egan to blow' as' violently as before, and was at
tended with rain I infomuch that we were oblig
ed to bear away the cable again, and lie faft. In 
the evening, perceiving that the gale did not 
abate, and thinking that it might be fome 
time before an opportunity of getting higher up 

prtfented itfdf, the Commodore was determined 
to heel the fhip in our prefent ftation; and, with 

that 
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that view, caured her to be moored with a kedge. 
anchor and hawfer. One of the failors, in heav

ing the anchor Gut of the boat, W3,S carried on:r
board by tbe buoy-rope, and accompanied the 
anchor to the bottom. In this very hazardous 
fituation, he had fufficient prcfence of mind to 

difengage himfelf, and come up to the furface of 
<the water, where he was immediately taken ur, 
with a dangerous fracture in one of his legs. 
Early the following morning, we heeled the filip, 
in order to fiop the leak, which, 011 ripping eff 
the fheathing, was found to be in the feams. 
While the carpenters were employed in this bu
finefs, others of Ollr peopled filled the water-caiks 
at a fircam not far from our fiation. The wind 
had, by this time, confiderably abated; but the 
llleather was hazy, with rain. The Americans 
paid us another vifit this morning; thofe: who 
.came off tirft, were in fmall canoes; others ar
rived afterwards in large ones. III one of thefe 

great canoes were twenty women and one man, 
hefides feveral children. 

On Saturday the 16th, towards the evening, the 
weather cleared up, and we then found ourlCives 
encompafied with land. Our fialion was on the 
cafiern fide of the Sound, ill a plac:: difiinguilh

cd by the appellati(ln of Snug Corner Bay. Cal'
tain Cook, accompanied by fame of his officers, 
went to t~ke a furvey of the head of it; and 
~hey to)Jnd that it \\ as fueltered from all winds, 

. lJ 4 ;Ina 
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;md had a muddy bottom at th~ depth of fro~ 
feven to three fathoms, The la.nd near the !hoFe 
is low; partly wooded, a(1~ pardy clear. Th!: 
clear ground was covered Wltl) fnow, but very 
little reJ11ained in the woods, The fummits of 
~he hills ill ~he neighboQrhocd '-Vere covered witq 
wood, bpt thofe that were at a gn::atl::r diitance 
"lnland, had theappe"rance of flaked rocks, involved 
in fnow, .. 

The leak (:If the ~efolutipn being at length 
fl:opp~d, we weightd ancqor on the 17lh, at foor 
i!lt~e plorni/lg, and !l:e!!red a north-~eft (ourie, 
with a gentle breeze at eaft"north-eafr. Soon 
~fter we p~q mape fail, the Americans viIited us 
i1gain, feemingly with no otha view than ~o gr~ 
tify their curiollty, for they did not enter in~o any 
tr:lffic with us. When we had reache~ the north" 
weftern pl,int of the arm whert:in we had an"hor-

1 ed, we obkn"ed that t~e tlo0d-tide came into t~ 
inlet, by the fame chanllel through which we ha" 
entered. This circumftance did not much con
tribute to the probability of a paffage to the north 
through the inlet, though it did not make en~ 
~irely againft it, After we had paffed the point 
juft p.lentioned, we:: me~ wjth mllch fouJ ground, 
"and many fun~en rocks. The wind now faileci 
).IS, apd Wa$ fu!=cee4ed ~y ~alms and variable ligqt 
ilirs, fp that we had {Orne difficulty in extrica~

iog ourfelves from the danger that threatened u~. 
f..t laft, how!=ver, abopt one o'do~kJ we caft aD-

. ··Fhof 
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~1wr in about thirteen f!\thoms water, under the 
eanern 1}lore, about four leagues to the north
war4 of our 13ft ftllt)On. Thpugh the wec;ther, 
in the morQing. ltad been very ha~y. it cleared 
up afterwards, fo as to afford U$ a diftinc."t view 
pf all the fprrounding land. particularlv towards 
the north, where it appeared to clofe. This gave 
us but little hope of meeting with a pafTage that 
way. That he might be enabled to form a bet
kr judgment, Captain Cook fent Mr. Gore, with 
two armed boats, to examine the northern arm; 
and at the fame time difpatchcd thl!! Mailer, with 
two other I:lOats, to furver another arm that 
feemed to incline towards the eaft. Botb of them 
JeturneP at nighr. Th~ Maner informed the 
Commodore~ that th~ arlll, to which he had been 
fent, communicated with that we had laft quit
~ed, and that one fide of it was formed by a 
.clufter of illands. Mr. Gore reported, that he 
J1ad feen the entrance of an arm, which, he 
IhOl~ght, e~rended a very confiderablc way to the 
potth eaftward, and. by which a llaifage might 
probably be found. 011 the other hand, Mr. 
Rob,erts, ,one of the Mates, who had accompa
pie~ l\1r. Gore on this oq::afion, ga\"c it as his 
ppinionJ ~hat th~y faw the head of this arm. 
rhe vari~ioll of thefe two opinions, and the cir
~mftance before-mentioned of the flood-tide en
lering tlJ!! inlet from the fouthward, rendered the 
,:xifience of a paifage this way extremely uncer-

tain. 



ll9~ A V 0 Y AGE TOT II ]I; 

fain. Captain Cook therefore determined to em. 

ploy no more time in feeki~ a paffage in a plAce 
that afforded fa fmall a profpeB: of fucccfs, par
ticularly as the wind was now become favourable 

for getting out to fea ... 

The' neXt morning, about three o'clock, we 
weighed, and made fail to the f(luthward down 

the inlet, with a light northerly breeZt'. We 

met with the fame broken ground as on the 

preceding day, but foon extricated ourfelves 
tram it. \Ve were enabled to fho:ten our 

way out to fea, by difcovering another paaage 

into this inlet, to the fauth-weft of that by which 

we entered. It is feparated from the other, by 
an ifland that extends eighteen leagues in the. di. 

rection of fauth-weft and north eaft, to whiclt 

Captain Cook gave the appellation of Mootagu 

Ifland. 

There are fe"eral iflands in this fouth-wefiern 

channel. T!lOfe which, are lituate in the entrance, 

next the open fea, are elevated and rocky. Thofe 

that are within, are IGw; and as they were tC}o 

tally free from fnow, and covered with wood and 

verJure, tbey were. for . .this reafon, denQminated 
Green lfb~ds. 

The wind, at two o'clock in the afternoon,. 

veered to the fauth-weft,· and fouth weft by fouth, 

which fubjeCted us to the neceffiry ot plying. 

\Ve firft ftretched over to within the diftance of 

two miles of the eafiern ihore,;ll1d ~ackcd iii about 

fifty, 
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#ifty.three fathoms. As we flood back to 
Montagu Hland, we difcovered a ledge of rocl{s. 
fome under water, and others above the furface. 
We afterwards met with fame ot;,ers towards the 
middle of the channel. Thefe rocks rendering 
it unfafe to ply during the night, we {pent it in 

tlanding off and on, under Montagu Wand; for 
the depth of water was [0 great, that we could 
not cafl anchor. The next morning, at break 
of day, we fleered for the channel between the 
0reen Iflands and Montagu Wand, which is about 
two leagues and an half in breadth. The wind was 
inconfiderable the whole day; and, about eight 

~n the ev~ning, we had a perfeCt calm; when we 
let go our anchors at the depth of twenty-one 
fathoms, over a ml,lddy 'bottom, about the dif
lance of tw,o miles from Mont3gu Wand. After 

~he calm had cpntinued tif! ten o'clock the [uc
ceeding morning, a flight breeze [prung up from 
the north, with which we again weighed and made 
fail. Having got out into the Opel\ fea by fix 
in the evening, we difcovered that the coaft 

~rended weft by [opth, llS far as the eye could 

.follibly reach. 

C HAP. 
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E:ftent ~f PI ince William's Sc:md -The Per/on! of 
its Inhabitants rlefcribed-'Iheir Drffs-Rematk. 
able Czljlom of making an Incifion in the Under. 
lip-Their 't'arious Ornaments-Canoes-Weap01ls 
-.1rmour-Domeflic Utenjils-'lhtir Skill in all 

'\ 
1I1a?Zual Works-crlzeir Food-A Specimen of tlteir 
Language - ff<!:adrupeds - Birds - Fi/h - i'rm 
- C~njell/!tr'ts 'Zt hence they procure Beads' and 
Iron_ ~ 

:'k:,.~ 

T HE inlet which we had now quitted, wa~ 
diftinguilhed by Captain Cook with the 

name of Prince William's Sound. From What 
we faw of it, it fcems to occupy, at leail, one 
dp.gree and an half of latitude, and twO degrees 
()f longitude, exc1ufi-ve of the branches or al1Jl!, 
with whore extent we are unacquainted. The 
natives whom we raw, were in generlll of 'a mid
dling ilature, though many of them were under 
it. They were fquare, or firong-chefted. with 
fuort thick necks, and large broad vif~es, which 
were, for the moO: part, rather flat. The moil: 
difproportioned part of their body appeared 
to be their heads, which were of great magni
tunl'. Their teeth were of a tolerable whitenefs, 
Lroad, well fet, and equal in fize. Their nofes 
had lull, round points, t\~rned up at the tip; and 

th~i, 
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tlleit eyes, though not [mall, were fcarcely pro~ 

portioned to the largenefs of their faces. They 
had black hair, which was thong, fhaight, and 
thick. Their beards were, in general, thin, or 
deficient; but the hairs growing about the lips of 
thofe who have them, were briftly or l1iR~ and 
often of a brownith colour; anJ fome of the elder
ly men had large, thick, ll:raight beads. 

Though, for the moil part, they agree in the 
formation of their perfans, and the largel~e[s of 
their head" the variety in their features is COIlU
derable. Very few, however, can be faid to be 
handfome, though their COUllt~nance ufually i:l

dicates franknds, vivacity, and good-nature; and 
yet fome ofthem lhewcd a referve and fullennef9 
in their afpeB:. The faces of fome of the women 
are agreeable; and many of them, bl~t prillcipally 
the younger ones, may eafily be dillingllithed 
from the other fex, by the f('perior del:cacy of 
their features. The complexion of rome of the 
females, and of rhe children, is white, without 
any mixture of rec\. Many of the men, whom we 
faw naked, had rather a fwarthy cail:, which IVa, 
fcarcely the effect of any frain, as it is not th~ir 
cllfiom to paint their bodies. 

The men, women, and children of this Sound, 
are all clothed in the fame manner. Their or
dinary drefs is a fort of clofe frock, or rather robe. 
which fometimes reache5 only to the knees, Lut 
generally down to the allele9. It has; at the up-

p::( 
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per parr, a hole juO: fufficient to admit the head, 

with fleeves reaching to the wtift. Thefe frocks' 

are compofed of the fkins of various animals, 

fuch as the grey fox, racoon, pine~martin, fea

otter, feal, &c. and they are commonly worri 

with the hairy fide outwards. Same of the na

tives have their frocks made of the fkins of fowls, 

with only the down left oh them, which they 

glue tJpon other fubO:ances : we alfo faw one or 

two woollen garments; refemDfing thofe of the 

inhabitants of King George's Sound. At the 

feams, where the different /killS are f~wed to

gether, they are ufually adorned with fringe's at 
talfels of narrow thongs, cut out of the fame 

fkins. There is a fort of cape or collar to a few' 

of them, and fome have a hood; but the other 

is the moO: cufiomary form, and appea:rs to con~ 

ftitute their whole drefs in fair weatnet. They 

put over this, when it is' rainy, another frock; 

made with fame degree of ingenuity from the 

intefii~es of whales, or of fome other large ani.' 

mal, prepared with fuch ikill, as to refemhle~ in' 

a gre:n meafure, our gold-beaters' leaf- It is' 

formed [a as ta be drawn tight round the neck; 

and its flceves extend down to the wrifi, round' 

w';!ch they are fafiened with a firing, \Vhen they 

are in their canoes, they draw the fkirts of this' 

frock over th~ rim of the hole in 'which they fit, 
fa tl~at the W:1'cr is prevented from enterin,;. Ai:' 
the fame time i, ke •. 'ps the:: men dry U i)'.\'ardsJ 

for 
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for no water can penetrate through it. It is apt 

to crack or break, if it· is not COnfii}lltly kept 

moifr. This frock, as weil as the common one 

made of [kins, is nearly fi!Tlilar to the drefs 

of the natives of Greenlan.d, 'as de[cribeJ by 
Crantz "'. 

Though tlte inhabitant-sof this inle, in gene

ral, do not cover their le~s or. feet, yet, feme of 
them wear a kind of ,lkin fiockings, reaching 

half-way up their thighs. Few or them 3fewitl,

Out mittens for their hands, formed from th~ 

ikills of a bear's paws. Thofe who, Wear any 

thing on their heads, rerembled, in this pmicL;

lar, the people of: Noorka, h:n'i!'g high trun

cated conical caps, compoled of firaw, and [-:;111e

times of wood. 

The hair of the men is commonly cropped 

round the forehead and .neck, but the femaL s 

fuffer it to grow long; and. the greatefi part of 

them tie a I()~!~ of it on the crown, while a fe\v 

club it behind, after our method. Both the mtn 

and women perforate their ears ,with [everaJ hCll.:". 
about the outer and' lower P:Jrt of the e:i,:,c, 
wherein they [u(pend [mall bunches' of beads. 
They 31(9 perforate tbe: .rep/um of the noli:. 

through which they often thruil the quiil-ieathers 

of birds, or little benciing ornaments, made of a 

tubulous fhelly fubfiance, {hung on a fiiff cord, 

of the length of three or-four inches, which gl\-e 

.. Crantz's Hillary of GrccnlanJ, Vol. I. p. 136 - IJ ,~. 

them 
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them a ridiculous and grott'fque appearance. But 
the molt extraordinary orriamental fathion, adopt
ed b\ fome of the nati¥'8 bf bath fexes. is their 
having the under-lip cut quite through length.;; 
wife. rather brlow the {wdling parr. This in
cifiob frequently exceeds two indies in lengthl 
and either by its natural rdraCtion while the 
wound is frill feeih; or by the repetition t:Jf fome 
artificial management, affumes the appearance 
and fhape of lips, and be4:otncs fufficiently large 
to admit the ttmgue through_ This happened to 

be the cafe; wnen a perf on wid! his under-lip thut 
flit was firlt feen by one of our faiIoB; who itn~ 

mediately exclaimtd, that the mall had twd 
mouths} whiGh j indeed~ it greatly refembles. 

I They fix 111 this artificial mouth a flat, narrow 
kind of ornament, made prinCipally out of 
a folid fhell or bone, cut into fmall narrow 
pieces. like teeth; ahnoft down to the bafe, or 
thick patt, which has, at each end; a projeCting 
bit, that ferves to fuppdrt it when put into the' 
llivided lip; the cut part then appearing out" 
wan's. Some of them only petforate the lower 
lip into feparate holes; on which occafion the' 
ornament confiils of the (arne number of diftinCt 
fuelly ftuds, the points of which are thtuft througl1 
thefe holes, and their heads appear within' th~ 
lip, not unlike another row of teeth under theit 

. natmal unes. 

Such 



Such are the native ornaments of thefe people; 

~ut we obferved among them many beads of Eu

kopean manufacture, diiefiy of a pale blue co

lour, which are hung in their ears, or about their 

caps, or are joined· to their lip-ornaments, which 

have a iittle hole drilled in each of the points 
to which they are faftened, and others to them; 

tiIl they forrietimes everi hang as low as the point 
of the chin. In this laft cafe, however, they 
Cannot remove theIll with fuch facility; for, with 
rerpect to their own lip-ornaments, they can taj,e 

them out with their tongt:e at pleafure. They 
likewife wear bracelets of Beads, macH: of a {helly 

fubfiance, or bthers of a c),iindric21 form, com

pared of a fubfl:ance refembling amber. And 
they are; iIi gener~l, fd forid bf ornaments of 

fome kind or other, that they fi;: any thing in 
their perforated lip; for one of them appeared 

tvith two of our iron nails projecting like prongs 

froni it; and another man attempted to put a 

large braG bUtton into it. 

The men often paint their faces of a h!ack co

iour-, and of a: bright r~d, and fometimes of a 
blueifh or leaden hue; but not in any regular 

figure. The women p,;nCture or ftain the cl: in 
with black, that comes to a point in each of their 

the~ks; a cufiom fmilar to which is in \'ogue 
:1mong the Greenland fel1laks, ~,s we are inform_ , 

eei by Crant;:. Th<: bodies of there people :lre not 

painted, whi"h m~)' probably be owing to thi! 

VO~. 1I.-:!' ° IT. X feareity 
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fcarcity of materials for that purpofe; all the CO~ 
lours. which they brought for fale, being in very 
fmall qu:mtities. Upon the whole, we have in 

no country feen favages who take more pains than 
there do, to ornament, or rather (as we fhould 

think) to disfigure their perfons. 
Their canoes are of two farts; the one large 

and open, the other fm,JlI and covered. We havt: 
mentioned before, that there were twenty women, 

and one man, befides children, in one of their 
large b03ts. Captain Cook having attentively 

examined this, and compared its con£1:ruCl:ioR 
with Crantz's defcriptio:1 of the great, or women's 

boat in Greenland, found that they were built in 
tht: fame mode, with no other difference than in 
the form of the head and fiern, particularly of the, 
former, which fomewhat refembles a whale's head. 
The framing confi£1:s of llendcr pieces of wood; 

and the outfide is compofed of the 1'h.ins of feals, 
or other fea animals, ftretched over the wood. 
The fmall C:lnoe~ of thefe people, are confiruCl:ed 

nearly of the fame form and materials with thofe 

uf. the Eiquimaux and Greenlanders. Some of 
thefe, as \\"e have alre-oldy mentioned, carry two 
perfons. Their fore-part is curved like the head 
of a violin; and they are broader in proportion 
to their length than thofe of the Efquimaux. 

Their weapons, and implements for hunting 
:>.nd fiOling, are the fame with thofe ufed by tbe 
Green1andtrs and E[(luimaux. Many of their 

fpears 
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tpears ~re headed with iron, arid their arrows are 
iiener~lIy pointed with bone. Their larger darts 
are thrown by means of it piece of wood about a 
foot long, with a: fmall groove in the middle, 
which receives the dart: at the bottom is a: hole 
for the reception of bne finger; which enables 
them to grafp tlie piece of wood much firmer, 
and to throw with greater force, For defenfive 
a'rmour they have a (ort of jacket, or co'at of mail, 
formed of laths, fafrened together with finews, 
\vhich retider 'it very flexible, though it is (0 c10fe 
as not tei admit a dart or arrow. It ferves only 
to cover the trunk of the body, and may, not 
improperly, be compared to the frays worn by 
"!omen~ 

We had no't :1l1 opportunity of feeing any of 
the habitations of the natives, as none of them 
dwelt in the bay ,vhere our fhips anchored, or 
where any of us landed. \Vith Terpett to their' 
domeftic utenfils, they bt'ought, in their canoes, 
fome round and oval wooden dillies, rather ihal
iaw; and othe~s of a cylindrical form, confider
ably deeper. The fides confifred of one piec~J 

b'ent round, after the manner of our chip boxes, 
hut thitk; and neatly fafie'ned with thongs; d'e 
Dottorns' being fixed' in with fmall pegg of wood. 
Others were fome'what [maHer, an'J of a mO:'e 

elegant figure,' I:Ot unlike a large oval bmter
boat, without any handle, but fha~lower: thcCe 
were compofed of a piece of wood, or fome h'1)rl1), 

X Z fU'11-
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{ubtlance, and were fometimes neatly carveJ~ 
They had a number of little [quare b3gS, made' 
of the fame gut with their exterior frecks, curio 

oufly adorned with vcry [mall red feathers, inter

\\E)'ven with it,. in which were contai'ned [evera! 
very fine finews, and bHndles of [mall cord', 
made out of rhem,. plaited with extraordinary

ingenuity. They likewife brought fO\TIe wooden 
models-of their canoes, chcquered balkets, wroughr 

fa clofely as- to hold water, a:Jd a confiderable 

number of [man im3ges, of the length of four or 
lIve inches, either of wood; or fluffed, which 

I w:::re covered with a pieee of fur" and embellithed: 

with qu.ill-feathers, with' hair fixed on their heads. 
\Ve could not determine whether thefe were in
tended merd}' as children's toys, or were held in' 

veneration, as repre[enring their deceafed friends· 

and relations, and appfied to Hnne fuperfiitiou5' 

pl1rpofc. They hav\! many inil:ruments formed 
of two or three hoops, or concentrical pieces of 

wood, havillg'a crofs-bar fixed in the middle, by 
which they are held. To thefe they fix a number 

of dried barnacle- fuells, with threaosJ which~ 

when f1w.ken, produce a loud noife, anti thus 

:erve the purport: of a rattle. This contrivance 

is probably a. [ubfiitute for the rattling7bird at', 
King George's Sound. 

It is uncertain- with what tools their wooden 
utenfils, frames of canoes, &c. are made; the only 

one that we obfervcd among. them. being a fort of 
fione 
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ilone adze, fomewhat refembliog thofe ,of Ota
heite, and other iflands of the Pacific Oce:lO. 

They have a great quantity of iron knives, fame 

of which· are rather curved, others fimit, and 

fame very {mall ones, fixed in longifh handles, 

with the blades bent upwards. They have al{o 
knives of another fort, fometimes almoft two feet 

in length, fhaped, i,1 a great mearure, like a 

dagger, with a ridge towards the middle. They 

wear there in 1heaths of {'Ains, hung by a thong 
round their necks, under their robe or fi-ock. It 
is probable; that they ufe them only as weapons, 
and that their other knives are applied to different 

purpofes. Whatever they have, is as well made 
as if they were provided with a complete cheft of 

tools; and theil· plaiting of finews, fewing, and 
fmal! work en their little bags above mentioned, 
may be faid to vie with the neateft manufaCt:urc$ 

found in any part of the globe. Upon the 
whole, confidering the uncivilized flate of the 
natives of this Sound, their northerly fituation, 
amidft a country almoft continuaJly cC\'ered witll 
fnow, and the comparatively wretched materials 
they have to work with, it appears, that, with 
refpeCl: to their fkil1 and invention, in all manual 

operation$, they are at leafl equal to any other 

people. 
The food that we faw thern e<Ir, was the fldh 

of fame ariill1al, eith,r roafted or broiled, and 

d.it;c\ fith, SOllle uf the former that was pur
~hafed~ 
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chafed, had the appearance of bear's fle1h. They 
likewife eat a larger fort of fern-root, either bf\ked 
or dreffed in fome other ,method.. Some of us 
obferved them eat freely of a fubl1:a~ce. which we 

. imagined was the iMerior part of the pine bllrk. 
Their drink, iQ, all probability, is water; for, in 
their canoes, they brought fn.ow in wood~n vef
fds, which they fwallowed by mouthfu~. Their 
manner of eatjng i~ decent and cleanly, for they 
confiantly took care to remove any dirt that might 
adhere to their food; and though they woul<l 
fometimes eat the raw fat of fome fea animal, 
they did not fail to cut it carl!fully intI) mouth
fuls. Their perfon~ were, to appellrllnce, always 
clean; and their utenlils, in general, were: kept 
in excellent order, as were alfo their boats. 

The lang).lage of thefe people feems difficult tq 
be underfiood; which is, perhaps,not OIying 
to any confulion or indifiinfrnefs in their foun9s~ 
but to the, various fignifications which their 
words bear. For they appeared frequently tq 
make ufe of the fame word on very different oc
caLions; though, probably, if we had had a longer 
intercourfe with them, this might have [roved 
to be a miftake pn our part. Among the very 
few wonls of their language that Mr. Anderfon 
was enabled to procure, are the following, viz. 
~a, yes; kc,ta, give me fomething; tawuk, l{eep 
ft; akflj/zou, what's the name of that? namuk, an 
l!ar:orna'mel1t; natoonrjlzuk, a fea-otter's 1kin; 

ableu~ 
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ableu, :I fpear; yaut, I'll go, or, 1hall I go? 

keelqfllu.~ guts of which they make jacket,; 11(ICI/la, 

give me fomething by way of exchange, or uar

ter; wbaehai, 1hall I keep it? lIoonaka, of, or be

longing to me. 

Our knowledge of the animals of this part of 
the American continent, is entirely derived from 

the ikins that were brought by the n"tives for {ale. 

Thde were principally of bears, common and 

pine martins, {ea-otters, {eals, racoons, fmall 
ermines, foxes, and the whitifh cat or lynx. 
Among thefe various ikins, the mofi common 

were thofe of racoons, martins, and rca-otters, 

which confiituted the ordinary drefs of thefe peo
pIe; but the ikins of the martins, whieh were 

in general of a far lighter brown than thofe of 
Nootka, were greatly fuperiof to them in point of 

finenefs; whereas thofe of the fea-otters, w h ieb, 

as well as the martins, were much more plentiful 
here than at Nootka, (eemed to be contidcrably 

inferior in the thicknefs and finenefs of their fUf, 

though they far exceeded tbem with refpeet to 

fize; and were, for the moa part, of the gloiry 
black fort_ The !kins of feals and bears \\'cr~ a:l~) 
pretty common; and the former were in general 

white, beautifully fpotted with black, or IUi!!,

times timply white; and many of the bear, here 

were of a dark brown hue. 
Befides thefe animals, there is here the whit,: 

b;ar~ of whofe !kins the natives brought feveral 
X 4 llien-s, 
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11ieces? and fome compleat fkins of cubs. There 
15 alfo the woll'erine, or quic]{hatch, where '!kill 
has very bright colours; ~nd a larger fpecies of 
ermine than the commpn one, varied with ~rown~ 
and having [carcely any black on its tail. The 
jkin of the head of [orne very large animal was 
likewife brol.lght to us~ but we could not pofi~ 
tively decide what it was: thopgh, from the c0 4 

lour and thagginefs of the hair, and its not re
fembling any land animal, we conjetl:qred that it 
Plight be that of the male urfine feal, or [ea-: 
bear. But one of the moil: beautiful ~ins th~t 
fell under our obferv3tion, is that of a [lI1a11 ani
mal near a foot in length, of a brown colour on the 
back with anum ber of ob(cure whitifh [pecks1 

the fides being of a blueilh ath colour, with ~ 
few of thefe [peel_s. The pil is about a third 
part of the length of the 1:>oq)" and is covereq 
with whitilh hair. This animal is doubtlefs the 
fame with that which is caikd by Mr. Strehlin, i~ 
his account of the NeN t'orthero Archipelago, 
the fpotted field-moufe~ Eut whether it is really 
pf the moure kind, or a fquirrel, we could no.t 
~etcrm ine~ for want of entire fkins ; though Mr. 
Anderfon was inclined to im~gine, that it is th~ 
f,1111e animal which Mr. Pennant has defcribed 
un,ier the appellation of the Cafan marmot. The 

I great number of Rins· that we obferved here, 
~cmonfirate. the abundance of the various ani~ 
mal:; we,: ha1(e ll1f1Hioned; but it is fomewhat re .. 

~ark,able~ 



J' A elF leo C E AN. 3 13 
~arkable, that we neither met with the fkins of 
the mClufe, nor of the common fpeeies of deer. 

With refpeB: to bird" we found here the bal
cyon, or great king fifher, which had fine bright 
(:olours ; the fhag ; the white-headed eagle; an4 
the humming-bird, which often flew about our 
fuips, while we lay at anchor; though it call 
fcarcely be fuppofed to live here dllring the win

ter, which muft be extremely fevere. The W:1-

ter-fowl feen by us were black fea-pyes, with red 
bills, fueh a~ we met with in New. Zealand and 
Van Diemen's Land; geefe; a fmall fort of duck, 
pearly refembling that fpecies we faw at, Kef
~ue1en's Land; and another fort with which none 
!Jf us were acquainted. Some of our people wh!) 
went afhore, killed a fnipe, a grouCe, arid [orne 
J'lovers. But though the water-fowl were nu
jJlerous, particularly the geefe and ducks, they 
were fa fhy that it was fcaree pofTible to get 
within fhot; in confcquence of which, we pro
~ured a very inconfider .• ble fupply of them as re
frelhment. The duck before~mentioned is abollt 
the fi~e of the common wild duck, of a deep 
black, wjth red fect, and a thort pointed rail. 
Its bill is white, tinged towards the point witll 
red, and has a large black fpot, almoit [quare, 
near its bafe, op each fide, where it is alfo fome_ 

what diO:ended. On the f<'rehead is a large tri
angular white fpot; and on the hinder part nf rhe 

peck is one L\ill L'g~r. The CulOUfS of the fe
o rn~ 
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male are canfiderably duller than thofe of the 
male; and it has none of the ornamenrs of the 
bill, excepting the two black fpots, which are 
rather obfcure. 

A fpecies of diver, which {eerns peculiar to 
this place, was obferved here. It is equal to a 
partridge in f1ze~ and has a iliort, black, com
jmfied bill. Its head, and the upper part of its 
neck, are of a brownifh black; and the remainder 
pf its body is of a deep brown, obfcurely waved 
with black, except the under part, whi(:h is to
tally of a blackifh caft, minutely varied with 
white. We alfo found a [mall land bird, of the 
finch ki'nd, about the fize of a ye1low-hammer ; 
but we imagined it to be one of thofe which chapge 
their colour with the feafon, and with their dif
feren~ P,ligrations. It was, at this time, of a 
dufky prown, witl, a reddiili tail; and the fup
pored male had, on th,e croWI1 of the head, a 
large yellow fpot, with fame vari~d black on the 
upper part of its neck; but the latter was on the 
breaft of the female. 

The ~fh that were principally brought to us 
by the na~ives for fale, were torik and halibut; 
and we caught fame fculpins about the fnip> with 
11ar·fifh of ~ purplifh hue, that bad fix teen or 
eighteen rays. The rocks were almoft defiitute 
of fhell-filh; and the only other animal of this, 
tribe that was obferved by us, was a reddi!h ~r:;lJ, 
covere~ with very large fpines. 
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The metals feen by us were iron and copper; 
~oth which, but more particularly the former, 
were in fuch abundance, as to form the' points of 

/lumbers of their lances and arrows. The ores 
which they made ure of to paint themfelves with, 
were a brittle, unCtuous, red ochre, or iron ore; 

a pigment of a bright blue; and black lead. 

Each of thefe feemed to be very [carce among 
them. 

We obferved few wgetables (If any kind; and 

the trees that chiefly grew about this found, were 

the Canadian and fpruce pine, fame of which 
were of a confiderable fize. 

There people mull:, doubtlefs, have receive!! 
from fome more civilized' nation, the beads and 

iron found among them. \Ve were almoft cer
Jail', that we were the firft Europeans \vith whom 

they had eHr had a direCt communication; and 
jt remains only to be determined, from what 
ijuarter they had procured our manufactures, by 
intermediate conveyance. And it is more than 
probable, that they had obtained there articles, 
through the intervention of the more inland tribes, 

. ~ither from the fetrlements abput HuMon's Bay, 
or thofe qn the lakes of Canada; unlers we can 
;ldmit the fllPpofition, that the R uiIians, from 
Kamtfchatka, have already extended their traffic 
~o this diflance; or that the natives of their moft 
eafterly Fox 111ands carryon an intercourle along 
the coaft, with th: inhabitants of Prince 'Willi"m's 

~pund.' With 
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With refpeCl: to copper, thefe peopie, perhaps, 
procure it themfe!ves, or, at moft, it paires tq 

them through few hands; for, when they offered 
any of it by way of barter, they ufed to exprefs 
its being in fufficient plenty among them, by 
poinung to their weapons; as if they meant to 
intimate, that, as they had fo much copper of 
their own, ther~ was no occafion for increafing 
their frock. 

If, 'however, the natives of this inlet are fur
llifued with European commodities by means of 
the interrnediate traffic to the eaftern coaft, it 
js rather remarkable, that they ihould never, in 
return, have fupplied the more inland Indian~ 
with fame of their fea-otter :!kins, which would 
pndoubtedly have appeared, at fame time or 
Other, in the environs of Hudfen's Bay. But 
that does not appear to be the cafe; and the only 
method by which we can ac;:count for this', muft 
be by confidering the very great diilance; which. 
though it mi/<.ht not prevent European articles of 
commerce frol!l coming fo far, as being fa un .. 
~ommon, might hinder the {kins, which are com .. 
man, from paffing through more than two or 
three tribes, who might make ufe of them for 
their 01'111 clothing, and fend others, which they 
reckoned of inferior value, as being of their own 

animals, towards the eail, till they reach the 
traders :::.~ tbe ~qrop~aq fettlc~(!nts. 
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C HAP. VI. 

.?towd alollg ,be Coafl-Capt Eli~abtth-C(/pc 
SI. Herlllogmes - Beering's l"o)'f/ge alld Cbart 
,;:try dc(, .. ':,;,/e-Fc!Ji! BaJlks-Barren ljles-Capc 

Doul;I.JS-Cape Bede-Moultt St . ./fugZljlin-En

tiea'Vour 10 jil/d a paffige l!,tJ an Inlet-Both Ships 
make a Frc,:;r:fs up it-Col17.'illciilg Proofs of its 
bei'1g a Ri~'er-A Brallch of it cdled Ri'Xl' 
<.Jttrna:;ain-'Ihe great Rh'er named Cook's Ri7.:er 

-1"/.>,: Sbips rct,ml-Se'O'cral Vijits froll! the Na
:ives-Lietltel1ant King lands, di/plays a Fillg, 
and take's p-;j7(j'oll of fl'e C(mntry-His Recepticn 
hy tbe Natives-'Ibe Rejolz;fion .flrilies UpOIZ t: 
Et!1!Z-'Ibe higb 'lides accoUilted jor. 

L E A V IN G Prince V/illiam's Sound, on 

Wednefday the: 20th of May, we fleered to 

the fauth-wen,. with a gentle breeze; \'i'hicll \\~$ 

fucceetled by a calm at four o'clock tte ne:x~ 

morning, and that calm was foon after followea 

by a l;recze from fO:.lth-wdl:. V/c C();ltiIHh'd to' 

ftretch to the fouth-weil:, ~.ncl p:dled a lofry pro

monr~ry, in the latitucle of 59" I'j, and the lon

gi:ude of 2070 45", It having 8eel1 difcoverecl. 
on Princefs Elizabeth ',. birth-cl:!\', Captain Con:.;: 
gave it the'name of C?pe EZi-:a,;e!il. As "e could' 

fcc 110 l~dhl beyond it, we flattered oll1'f<+,e~ thac 

::: \",'J.:..;' the \V(·nelD (,~u-cr:1i~'/ of the "~:);·':\l~fi't; 

b.;.r. 
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but we were foon convinced that we were' mit4 
taken, frefh land appearing in fight, bearing weft
fouth-weft. The wind' had now increafed to 
a 1hong gale; and forced us' [0 a confiderable dif
tanee from the eoail:. On the ;:> 2d, in the after
noon, the gale abated; and we ftood for Cape 
Elizabeth; which, about noon the next day, bore 
weil:, dillant ten leagues. New land was then 
teen; bearing fouth-weft, which', it was imagined; 
connected Cape Elizabeth wi1:h rh'e land we had 
feen towards the weil:. 

We ftoop to the fouthward till the next d~ay ::t 
noon, at which time we were about three leagues 
from the coaft, which we had feen on the 22d. 
In this fitnation, it formed a point, that bore 
weft north-we(l:. More lana was difcovered, ex
tending to the fouthward; on which was feen a' 

ridge of mountains, with fummits covered with' 
fnolV, behind the firft land, which we fuppofed' 
to be 3n ifbnd, there appearing on it but an in
corrfiderable quantity of fnow. The latitude of 
this point of land is 58 u r 5', and its longitude 
20 70 42'. And, by what the Commodore could 
gather from Becl'ing's Voyage and Chart, he fllP
pofcd it to be wbat be called Cape St. Herm6~ 
genes. But the account of that Voyage, as welt 
as tbe chart, is fo extremely inaccurate, that it is 
alma!!: impoffible to difcover anyone place, which' 
that navigator either faw or touched at. The 
Commodore, indeed, was by no means certain; 

that: 
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that the bay which he had named after Beering, 
was the place where he had anchored. 

In the chart above-me'ntioned, a fpace is here 

pointed out, where Beering is fuppofed to have 
feen no land. This favoured Mr. St;ehelin's ac
count, who makes Cape St. Hermogene~·, and 
the land difcO\-ered by Beering to the fouth-weil: 

of it, to be a clufter of iflands; and that St. He'd 
mogenes is one of thofe which are dcftitute of 
wood. This appeared to be confirmed by what 
we now faw; and we entertained the pleating 
hopes of finding here a palfage northward, with
out being under the neceffity of proceeding any 
farther to the fouth-weft. 

By variable light airs and calms, we were de
tained off the Cape till two o'clock in the morn
ing of the 25th, when a breeze fpringing up, we 
fteered along the coa ft, and perceived that the 
land of Cape St. Hermogenes was an Wand, about 
fix leagues in circumference, feparatcd from the 
coaft by a channel of about one league in breadth. 
Some rocks lie above water, a league and a half 
to the. north of this ifland; and on the north-call: 
fide of the rocks, we had from thirty to twel~ty 

fathoms water. 
About noon, St. Hermogenes bore fouth-call', 

diftant eight leagues; the land to the north-weft 
extending from [outh half weft to near well. In 
the lall: direCtion it ended in a low point, named 
P~int J]./,Il:. The fhi!, was, at this time, in 

the 
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the latitude of 580 41', and in the longitude or 

'207'.) 44'. 1n this fitu:ltion, the land was in fight; 
bearing north-welt, which, it was imagined, con
nected Cape Elizabeth with this fauth-weft land. 
When we approached it, we faw it was a groupe 
of high inands and rocks, and confequently un": 
~onnected with any other land. From the naked
nefs of their appearance, they vlere denominated 
the Barren lfles: they are fituated in the latitude 
of 59°, three leagues di!l:ant from Cape Elizabeth, 
and five ftom Point Banks. 

We intended to have p:l£fed through one of the 
channels by which thefe iflands are divided; but; 
n (hong current fetting againll: us, we went to 

the leeward of then1 a1J; The weather, \\hich 

had been thick and hazy, cleared up towards the 
evening, and we perceived a very lofty promon
tory, whore elevated fummit appeared above the 
douds, forming two exceeding~y high mountaills~ 
The Commodore named tbis promontory Capt 
Douglas, in honour of his friend Dr; Douglas, 
canon of vVindfor. Its latitude is 580 56', and 
its longitude 2'060 10' i tweJ\-e leagues from Point 
Banks, and ten tb the weftward of the Barrell 
liles. 

The eoaft feemed to furm a large deep bay, 
betwe~n this point and Cape Douglas; which; 
from our obferving fome ff1)OKe upon Peint Banks 
received the name of 81;200:)' Da)'. On the 26th,; 

at d;ry-brcak, being to the northward of tl1-: Bar-

red 
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tei1 Illes, we perceived more Ian,:, extending 

from Cape Douglafs to the north. It cOi1lifted of 

a chain of very high mountains; one of which 

being much more confpicuous thF the rell, ob
tained the name of Mount St. Aug",jlin. 

We were not difcouraged at perceiving this 

land, fuppofing it to be wholly uncooneCted with 
the land of Cape Elizabeth. We alfo expeCted 

to find a paifage to the north.we!1:, between Cape 

Douglafs and Mount St. Augu!l:in. It was, in
deed, imagined, that the land to the north of 
Cape Douglafs, (onGfted of a groupe of il1ands, 

feparated by fa many channels, :my of which 
we might have chofen, according to the direCtion 
of the wind. 

F'lattered with thefe ideas, and having a frclt1 

gale at north-north-eaft, we frood to the north
we!1:, till eight o'clock, when we were fully con

vinced, that what we had fuppofed to be ifiancis, 
were fummits of mountains, connected by tht: 
lower larid, which we could not pe:-Ce!'.'<,: at a 
greater difrance, on account of the h'1zintfs of 
the horizon. This land was covered wholly \',i[h 
[now, from the tops of the mountains do\\ n (G 

the fea-beach; and had, i:1 every other refp(:cr, 

the appearance of a great continent. Captain 
Look was now fully convinced that he {boule!. 
difcover no pafTage by t:lis inlet: and his perft'o 

verina in the fearch of it, r was more to j~tisfy 
o 

others, than to conlir!11 his o\\'n opinion. 
v.)t. rI.·_ . .t<? J 2. Y Mount. 
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Mount St. Auguftin, at this time, bore nord! 
weft, about three leagues diftant. It is of vafi 
height, and of a conical figure; but whether tt 
be an ifiand, i.'r part of the continent, is not yet 
afcertained. Perceiving that nothing was to be 
done to the weft, we ftood over to Cape Eliza
beth; under which we fetched at about five in the 
afternoon. 

Between Cape Elizabeth and a lofty ptomorr
tory, named Cape Bede*f is a baY1 in which there 
appeared to be two fnug hatbours. \Ve ftood 
into this bay, and might have anchored there in 
twenty-three fathoms water: but. the Commo
dore having no fuch intention, we tacked, and 
ftood to the weftward, with a very. {hong gale, 
accompanied with rairt and hazy weather. The 
gale abated the next morning, and about three 
o'clock in tlie afternoon, the weather cleared up ; 
Cape Douglas bearing fotlth-weft by weft, and 
the depth of water being forty fathoms, over a: 
rocky bottom. 

The coall from Cape Bede, trended north-eall 
by eall, with a chain of mountains inland,- in the 
fame direCtion. On thecoall, the land was woody, 
ana there appeared to be fome commodious har
bours. We had the mortification, however, to 
dilcover low land in the middle of the inlet, ex-

-* This name, and that of Mount St. AUgtlfiin, were clio 
te~ed by our calendar. 

tending 
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lending fl.·om north-north-caft. to north-caft by 
eaft; but, as it was fuppofcd to be an i1hl1l1. we 
Werl! not much difcOllraged. About this tillle 

we fteered, with a light breeze. to t'he weftw:lrd 
of this low land I as, in that direction, there was 
no appearance of ob{truCtion. Om' foundings 
were from thirty to twenty-five fathom9. 

In the morning of the 28th, having but little 
wind, the {hip drove to the fomhwarJ; :tnd, in 
order to ftop her, we dropped a kcdgc.:mchor, 
with an eight inch ha\lfer. Bm, in bringing the 
fhip .up, we loft both that and the anchor. \V~ 
brought the fuip up. however, with one of the 
bowers, and fpent a confidcl'~bl:: part of the day 
in fweeping for them, but withom tfl~t.cr. "'c 
were now ill the latimdll of 59\) 51'; the 10\\,-I:1nd 
extended from north-eaft to fouth-ecrfi, the I1C!lI't'ft 

part difiant about two leagues. The land 011 th~ 

weftern ihol'e was diftant about feven leagucs. It. 
ftrong tide fet to the fouth-ward. out of the inlet; 
it was the ebb, and ran almoft four knots in 311 

hour. At ten o'clock it was low water. Grc;lt 
quantities of fea.weed; and fome drift wood, wero 
taken out with the tide. Though the water bad 
become thick, and refembled tbst in rivers, we 
were encouraged to proceed, by finding it a9 f.11t 
as the ocean, even at low water. Threo knots 
was the ftrength of tlit: flood tide; and the fircam 
continued to run up till four in th" afternoon. 

Y :z Havint: 
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Having a calm the whole day, we mov-ed with' 

a light breeze at eaft, at eight o'clock in the 
evening, and ftood to the north, up the inlet. 
The wind, foon after, veered to the nort-h, in-' 
creafed to a fre!h gale, and blew in fqualls, with 
fome rain. Bm this did not hinder us from ply
ing up while the flood continued, which was tilt 
the next morning, at near five o'clock. We had 
from thirty-five to twenty-four fathoms water. 
\Ve anchored about two leagues from the eaftern 
ilion!, where ollr latitude was 60<1 8'; fome low 
hnd, which we fuppofed to be an illand, lying 
under the weftern iliare, diftant between three 
and four leagues. 

The weather having now become fair and clear, 
we could fee any land within our horizon; when 
nothing was vilible to obftruCl: our progrefs in a 
north-eaft direCtion. But a ridge of mountains 
appeared on each fide, rifing behind 'each other,' 
without any feparation. Captain Cook fuppofed 
it to be low water about ten o'clock, but the ebb 
ran down till almoft twelve. Two columns of 
.fmoke were now vilible on the eaftern 1110re; a' 
,certain fign that inhabitants were near. \Ve 
weighed at one in the afternoon, and plied up' 

_ :under double reefed topfails, having a fhong gale 
.at northeaft. 
, We. ftretched over to the weftem 1110re,. intend
'ing to have tal{e~ !hdter till the gale iliould ceafe .• 
~,btlt falling fuddenly [ro,m forty fathoms water 

il to-
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into twelve, and feeing the appearance of a lhoal" 
we ftretched back to the eafrward, and anchorel[ 
in nineteen fathoms water, under the eaftern {hare; 
the north-weft part of which, ended in a blu(f 
point. 

On the 30th of May, about two o'clock in the 
morning, we weighed anchor again, the gale hav
ing much abated, but ftil! contintling contrary. 
We plied l1p till near feven, and then anchored 
in 'nineteen fathoms water, llnder the lhore to 
,he eafiward. 

Two canoes, with a inan in each, came off to 
the lhip about noon, nearly from that part where 
we had feen the fmoke the day before. It coft 
them fome labour to paddle aero[s the ftrong tide; 
and they hefitated a little, before they dared ven
tme to approach us. One of them was very lo
quacious, but to no purpoJe, for we could not 
underf1:and a fyllable he faid: while he was tdk
ing, he kept pointing contintlaily to the {hare, 
which we fuppo[ed to be an invitation for us to 

go thither. Captain Cook made them a prefent 
of a few trifles, which he conveyed to them from 

the quarter gallery. 
Thefe people ftrongly refembled thofe we had 

feen in Prince William's Sound, both in dreis 
and per[on: their canoes were alfo coni1;ruCted in 
the {arne manner. One of our viJiwrs feemed to 
ha~e 'no beard, and his face was painted of a jet 
black; the other, who was older, was not paint-

y 3 ed. 
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ed, but he lInd a large beard, and It countenance 
like the common fort of the people in,the Sound! 
Smoke was this day fcen upon the fiat weftern 
:!hore; whence we inferred, that thefe lower (pots 
~lnly are inhabited. 

As we weighed when the flood made, the canoe~ 
quitted lJS. We ftood over to the wefter!l fuore, 
with It frdb. gale, and fetched under the paine 
nbove nwntioned. This, with the point on the: 
appolltc 1hore, contraCted the breadth of the 
ch:mnel to about four leagues, through which ran 
II. prodigi.o~ls tide. It had a terrible appearance, 
liS we were ignorant whether the water was thus 
egitatcd by the nreatn, or by the dafuing of the 
waves againft f41nds or rocks. Meeting with no 
fuol1l, we concluded it to be the former, but we 
afterwards found ourfelves miftaken. 

We kept theweftern 1hore aboard~ that appear
ing to be the faireft. We had a depth of thirteeq 
fathoms near the fuOfC, and, two or three miles 
off, upwartfs of forty. In the evening, abou~ 
~ight o!clock) we anchored under a point of land, 
beal'ing north-eaft, difiant about three leagues" 
and lay there during the ebb. . 

Till we arrived here, the water retlined an 
equal degree of filitnefs. both at high and low 
water, and wns as fait as that which is in the 
ocean; b~t now the marks of a rh-ef evidently 
difplilyed themfdves. The " .. ter, which was 
;a~el\ \lP at ,this ebb, was much frefuer' than any 

\YO 
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'we had tafted; whence we concluded that we 
were in a large river. and not in a ftrait which 
had a communication with the northern feas. 
But, having proceeded thus far, we were anxious 
to have ihonger proofs; and, therefore, ill the 
morning of the 3 I ft we weighed with the flood, 
and drove up with the tide, having but little 
wind. 

We were attended, about eight .o'clock, by 
many of the natives, in one large canoe, and 
feveral fmall ones. The !.atter had only one per
fan on board each; and fame of the paddles had 
a blade at each end, like thofe of the Efquimaux. 
Men, women, and children, were contained in 
the large canoes. At fame diLlance from the 
filip, they exhibited on a long pole, a kind of 
leathern frock, which we interpreted to be a fign 
of their peaceable intentions. They conveyed 
this frock into the fhip, as an acknowledgment 
for fom~ trifles which the Commodore hac! given 
{hem. 

No difference appeared either in the perfons, 
drefs, qr canoes of' thefe people, and the natives 
of Prince William's Sound, except that the fmall 
canoes were not fo large as tlwfe of the Sound, 
and carried only one man. 

\Ve bartered with them for fame of their f..lf 

dreifes, made of the {l",ins of animals; particular
ly thofe of [ea-oteers, martins, and hares: we alfo 
~ a few of their darts, and a furply of [almon 

y. 4 and 
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and halibut. We gave them in exchange for 
thefe, fome old clothes; beach, and ,pieces of 
jron. 
, They were, already pofI'eff'ed of large iron 
knives, and glafs beads of a fky-blue colour, fuch 
as we faw among the inhabitants of Prince Wil
liam's Sound. The latter, as well as thofe which 
[hey received of tlS, they fecmed to value highly. 
But they were particularly e'arnefi: in afking for 
large pieces 'of iron, to which they gave the name 
of goone; though with them, as well as with their, 
neighbours in the Sound, one word feemed to 
have many fignifications. Their language is 
certainly the fame; the words ()onaka, kceta, and 
naema, and a few others which were frequently 
ufed in Prince William's Sound, were alfo com~ 
monly ufed by this new tribe. A,fter paffing a~ 
bout two houts between the two jhips, they re~ 
tired to the weftern thore. 

We anchored at nine o'clock, in fixteen fa'; 
thorns water, and almoft two leag\les from t'he 
wellern filore, the ebb being already begun. It 
ran but three knots an hour at its greateft ilrength; 

'and fell, after we had anchored, twenty-one feet 
llpon a perpendicular. The weather was alter
nately clear and mifty, with drizling rain. When 
it was clear, we perceived low land between the 
mountains on the eaftern 11lOre, bearing eaft from 
the ftation of the thips, which we concluded to 
be if1ands between us and the main land. We , '.' . . 

alfo 
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al(o beheld low land to the northward, which 
llPpeared to extend from the mOllntains on. one 

. fide, to thofe on the other; and, at low water, 
large !hoals were fecn, firetching out from this 
iow land, from fame of which we were not faJ.· 
diftant. We doubted, from thefe appearances, 
whether the inlet d}d not take an eafierly direction 
through the above opening; or w\1ether that 
opening was only a branch of it, the main chan
nel continuing its northern direction. The chain 
of mountains, ,on each fide of it, firongly counte
nanced the latter fuppofition. 

To be fatisfied of thefe particulars, Captain 
Cook difpatched two boats; and, when the flood
tide made, followed with the two fhips: but it 
being a dead calm, and having a firong tide, we 
anchored, after driving about ten miles. At the 
loweft of the ebb, the water at and near the fur
.face was perfeCtly frefh; though retaining a con
fiderable degree of faltncfs, if taken above a foot 
below it. We had this and manYl.other con,
vincing proofs of its being a river: fuch as thick 
muddy water, low {hores, ~rees, and rubbilh of 
various kinds, floating backwards and forwards 
with the tide. In the afternoon we received ano
ther vifit from the natives, in feveral canoes, who 
trafficked confiderably with our people, without 
fo much as attemptin,g any dilhonefi action. 

At two o'clock in the morning of the firft of 
June, the malter, who commanded the two boats, 

returried, 
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returned, infofrriihg us that he found the inlet, 
or river, contracted to one league in breadth. 
and that it took a northerly cour[e thrtmgh low 
land on each fide. He advanced about three 
leagues through this narrow part, which he found 
from twenty to [eventeen fathoms deep. While 
the itream r~n down, the water was perfectly 
frdh; but it became brackilh when it ran up. 
and very much [0 towards high water. 

He went alhore upon an ifiand, between this 
'branch and that to the eaft, and faw fome cur
rant bulhes; and fome Qther fruit trees and 
burhes that were unknown to him. About three 

'Jeagues t() the northward of this fearch, he faw 
another reparation in the eaftern chain of moun-
tains, through which he fllppo[ed it probable the 
river took a north-eaft diretlion ; but this, per
haps, was only another branch, and the main 
channel continued in a northern direction be
tween the tw'o chains of mountains. 

The hopes of fin<iing a paffage were no longer 
entertlined ; but as the ebb was fpent, and we 
were unable to return againft the tide, we took 
the advantage of the latter, to get a clofer view 
of the eallern branch; in order to determine 
whether the low land, on the cait, was an ifiand, 
or not. For this purpofe we weighed with the 
£rft of the flood, and f\:ood over for the eafiern 
fuore. At eight o'clock a breeze fprung up in an 
oppofite direction to our courfe, fo th"t "Ie de-

. , fraire~ 
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fpaired of reaching the entrance of the river, 
The Commodore, thcrefore, difpatched cwo boats, 
under the command of Liemenant King, to make 
fuch obfcrvacions as might enable us to form fome 
~olerable idea of the nature of the river. 

We anchored, about ten o'clock, in nine fa
thoms water. The Commodore, obferving the 
ftrength of the tide to be fo great, that the boats 
.could nQt make head againft it, made a fignal 
for them to return before they had proceeded half 
way to the entrance of the river. The chief 
knowledge obtained by this tide's work, was, 
~hat all the low land, which we imagined to be 
an ifiand. was one .col1tintled traCt: from the great 
river to the foot of the mountains, terminating at 
~he fouth entrance of this eaftern branch, whicll 
the Commodore denominated the ri'Ver 'Iurn
ogain. The low land begins again on the north 
fide of this river, and extends from the foot of 
1he mountains, to the banks of the great river; 
forming, before the river Turnagain, a large bay, 
having from twelve to five fathoms water. 

After entering the bay, the flood fet very {hong 
into the river Turnagain, and the ebb came out 

. ftill ftronger, the water falling twenty feet tlpOn 

:1 perpendicular. From thefe circumfiances, it 
plainly appeared, that a pafiagt! was not to be 

. expeaed by this fide riv~r" any more than by the 
plain branch. But, as the water at ebb. though 
much freiher, retained a confiderable degree of 
". faltnefs, 
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[altne[s, it is probable that both there branches; 
are navigable by 1hips ,much farth~r; and that a 
very exte,nf/ve inland communication lies open, 
py me/ins of ~his river and its feveral branches, 
We had tra.ced it to the latitude of 61° 30',aRd 
t~e longi.tude' of Z I 0°, which is upwards of 
(eventy )eague~ from its entrance" aud faw nQ 
appearance 9f ,its fource. 

The time.w~ fpent in the' di[covery of this 
great river l!O ought not to be regretted, if it 
Should herea~ter provtr ufeful to the preft:;nt, or 
any future .ag~. '. But the delay,. thus occafioned, 
was an effential 10Cs to us,. who had an objeGl: of 
greater ll1agnitude in view. The feafon was far 
advanced; and it was now eviden·t that the con
~inent of North America .extended much farther to 
the wdt, than we had reafon to ~xpetl:' from the 
moil: approyed charts. The Commodore, how
ever, had the fatisfaction to reflea, that, if he 
had not examined this very large river, fpecula
tive fabricators of geography would have ventur
ed to affert, that it had a communication with the 
fea to the north, or with Hudfon's or Baffin's bay 
~o the eaft; and it would probably hav,< been 
marked, 011 future maps of the world, w~th ~s 
much appearance of precifion,. as th~ imagmar.y 
l1raits of de fuca, and de F9nte. 

'" C'apl:lin Cook having here' left a blank, Lord Sand~ 

~ich very judiciaufly dircded ;t to be called CooX'. River. 



PAC I tIC 0 C E A N. 333 

Mr. King was again fent, in the afternoon; 
with two armed boats, with orders from Captain 

Cook to land on the fouth-eaft fide of the river, 
where he was to difplay the flag; and, in his 

. Majefty's name, to take poffellion of the country 
and the river. He was alfo ordered to bury a 
bottle in the earth, containing fome Englifh coin: 
()f 1772, and a paper, whereon were written the 
names of our ibips, and the date of our difccwery. 
The ibips, in the mean time, were got under (ail. 
The wind blew freib eafierly, but we had not 
been long under way before a calm enfued; and 
the flood tide meeting us, we found it neceffary 
to anchor in fix fathoms water; the point where 
Mr. King landed bearing fouth, at the difrance 
of two miles. This point of land was named 
Feint PoJ!effion. 

On Mr. King's return, he inform~d the Com
modore, than when he approached the {hore, he 
faw eighteen or twenty of the natives with their 
arms extended; an attitude, he (llppefed, meant 
to Lignify their pfaceable difpofition, and to con
vince him that they were without weapons. See
ing Mr. King and his attendants land, and ob
ferving mufquets in their hands, they were a
larmed, and reqllefted (by expreffive figns) thac 
they would lay them down. This was im
mediately complied with, and then Mr. King and 
his party were permitted to walk up to them, 

wh,n 
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when they appeared to be very fociab1eafid 
chearful. 

They had with them feveral dogs, and a few 
pieces of freili falmon. Mr. Law, Surgeon of 
the Difcovery; happening to be of the party, pur
chafed one of the dog5, and; taking it towards 
the boat, immediately !hOt it dead. At this 
they feemed exceedingly furprized; and, not 
thinking themfelves fafe in fuch company, they 
walked away; but it prefently appeared. that they 
had concealed their fpears and other weapons in' 
the bullies clofe behind them. Mr. King in~ 
formed us, that the ground was fwampy, and the 
foil poor and ligh~. It, however, produced fome 
pines, alders, birch, and willows; fome rofe and 
currant bullies, and a little grafs. but there was 
not a plant in flower to be feen. 

When it was high water we weighed anchor; 
and; with a faint breeze, ftood over to the weft 
fuore; where we anchored early the next morn
ing, on account of the return of the flood. Pre
fently after we Were vifired by feveral of the 
natives, in canoes; who bartered their {kins, and 
afterward~ parted with their garments; many of 
them returning perfectly naked. Among others 
they brought a great quantity of the fi .. ins of 
white rabbits and red fOlfes; but only two Or 
three of thofe of otters. We alfo purchafed fome 
pieces of halibut and falmon, They gave iron 
,he preference to every thing we offered them in 

exchange. 
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ttchange. The lip-9rnamer.ts were lefs in faOliOll 
among them than at Prince William's Soun'C!' 
but thofe which pafs through the nofe were mor: 
frequent, and, in general, conficlerably longer. 
They had, likewife, more embroidered work on 

their garments, quivers, knife-cales, and many 

other articles. 
\Ve weighed at half pafl: ten, and plied down 

the river with a gentle breeze at fouch ; when, by 
the inattention of the man at t!;;: lead, the Re
folution ftruck, and ftuck upon a bank, nearly 
in the middle of the river. It is pretty certain 
that this bank occafioned that ftrong agitation of 
the (b-eam, with which we were fo much fur ... 
prized when turning up the river. We had 
twelve feet depth of water about the fhip, at the 
loweft of the ebb, but the bank was dry in other 

parts. 
\Vilen the Refolutlon came aground, Captain 

Cook made a fignal for the Difcovery to anchor. 
\Ye were afterwards informed, that ihe had been 
almon: afhore on the weft fide of the bank. About 
five o'clock in the afternoon, as the flood tide 
came iii, the fhip floated off without fultaining 
any damage, or occafioning the leaft trouble. 
We then ftood over to the weft {hare, where we 
anchored, in deep water, to wait for the ebb, the 

wind being frill unfavourable to us. 
At ten o'clock at nif:ht we weighed with the 

ebb ~ and, about five the next morning, (the 3,1 
uf 
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of June) the tide being finifued, we call: anchor 
on the weft fuote, about two miles below th~ 
bluff point. When we were in this ftation we 
were vifited by many of the natives, who attend
ed us all the morning; and, indeed, their COm
pany was highly acceptable to us, as they brought 
with them a quantity of fine falmon, which they 
exchanged for fome of our trifles. Several hun~ 
ared weight of it was procured for the two !hips; 
and the greateft part of it fplit; and ready for 
drying, 

The mountains now, for the firft time after 
our entering the river, were free ftom clouds, 
and we perceived a volcano in one of thofe on 
the weftern fide. Its latitude is 60° 23'; and it 
is the firfl: high mountain north of MOUnt St. 
Auguftin. The volcano is near the fummit~ 

and on that part of the mountain next the river. 
It emits a white fmoke, btlt no fire. The wind 
continuing foutherly, we ftill tided it down the 
river; and, on the morning of the 5th, arriving 
at the place where we had loft our kedge an_ 
chor, \\e attempted, though unfuccefsfully, to 
recover it. 

Before our departure from this place, we were 
again vifited by fame of the natives, in fix canoes, 
from the eaftern fuore. For half an hour they 
remained at a fmall diftance from the filips, gai~ 
mg at them with a kind of filent furprize, without 
1m,ring a fy llab1e to ilS, or to each other. At 

length' 
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length they grew courageous, came along-fide, 
and began to barter with lIS; nor did they leave 
us till they had parted with their fkins and fal. 
man, which were the only articles they had 
brought to traffick with. 

It may not be unnecelTary to remark, that all 
the people we had feen in this river, had a ftrik
ing refemblance, in every particular, to thofe 
who inhabit Prince \Villiam's Sound, but differ. 
~d moft dfentially from thofe of Nootka, as well 
in their perfons as their language. 

The points of their fpears and knives are made 
of iron; fame of the former, indeed, are made of 
copper. Their fpears refemble our fpontoons; 
~nd their knives, for which they have fheaths, 
are of a confiderable length. Except thefe, and 
a few glafs beads, every thing we faw amongll: 
them was of their own manufacture. We have 
already hazarded conjectures from whence they 
derive their foreign articles. It cannot be fup
pofed, however, that the Ruffians have been a· 
mongll: them, for we fhould not then have feen 
them doathed in [uch valuable ikins as thofe of 
the fea-otter. 

A very beneficial fur trade might certainly be 
carried on with the natives of t-his vall: coaft; 
\Jut, without a northern palTage, it is too re
mote for Great~Britain to be benefited by fuch 
commerce. It fhould, however, be obfervecl, 
~hat almoft t~.e only valuable fkins, on this weft 

VOL. II.---N~ 12._ Z fIde 
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fide of North America, are thofe of the fea-otto_l'o 
Their other ikins were of a fuperior quality; an~ 
it 1hould be farther obJerved, that the greater 
part of the ikins, which we purchafed of them,. 
were made I up into garments. Some of them 
indeed, were in pretty good condition, others, 
old and ragged, and all of them extremely loufY9 
But, as !kins are ufed by thefe. people only for 
clothing themfelves, they, perhaps, are not at 
the trouble of drelling more of them than they 
require for this purpofe. This is probably thF 
chief caufe of their killing the animals, for they 
principally receive their fupply of food from th~ 
iea and rivers. But if they were once habituareg 
to a conftant trade with foreigners; fuch an in
tercourf~ would increafe their wants, by acquaint~ 
ing them ,with new luxur.ies; to be enabled to 

purchafe which, they wOllld become more affidu~ 
ous in procuring tkins; a plentiful fupply of 
which might doubtlefs be obtained in thi, 
~ountry. 

The tide is very confiderable in this river, an~ 
greatly_ allifts to facilitate the navigation of it. 
In the ftream, it is high water between two an9 
three o'clock, on the days of the new and full 
moon ;. and' the tide rifes between three and four 
fathoms. The mouth of the river being in a 
~orner of the coafr, the ocean forces the flood 
into it by both !hares, which fwells the tide to l\ 
~r~ater height thall 'It other parts of this coaft. 

. ~HAe. 
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C HAP. VII~ 

peparlure from Cook's River-Pajs SI. Hermogenes 
-Cafe Whit/unday - Whit(untide Bay - Cape 
Greville-Cape Barnabas-<fwo-headed Point
CJ'rinity I.f!and-Bee.rzng's F0t.gy_ Jjland - Foggy 
Cape-Ptnnacle P(Jtnt-DeJcrzptlon of a curious 
Bird-Account of the Schumagin ljlands-t! Ruf
fian Letter orought on board the Difcovery-Various 
ConjeClures concerning it-Rock Point-Halibut 
Ijland - Halibut Head - A Volcano,- EJcape 
,rovidentially - Arrival at OonalaJhka - 'Traffic 
with tbe Nati·ves there-Another Ruffian Ldter 
brought on board-Defcription Df the Harbour of 
Samg anoodba. 

T HE ebb tide making in our favour, we 
weighed, and, with a gentle breeze at 

fouth-weft, plied down the river. The flood, 
however, obliged us to anchor again; but, about 
one o'clock. the next 1110rning, we got under fail 
with a frefh breeze, palfed the barren iflands a
bout eight, and at noon Cape St. Hermogenes 
bore fouth-fouth-eaft, about eight leagues diftant. 
\Ve intended to go through the palfage between 
the ifland of that name and the main land; but 
the wind foon after failed us, and we had baffling 
1Ilrs from the eaftward; we, therefore~ abandon-

Z ~ ea· 
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ed the defign of carrying our fhi p through that 
pa1Tage. 

We now beheld feveral columns of fmoke 011: 
the continent, northward of the pafTage; which 
were probably meant as fignals to attra~ us thi .. 
there The land forms a bay here, a low rocky 
Wand lying off the north-weft point of i~. Some 
other ifiands, of a fimilar appearance, are fcatter
ed along the coaft between here and Point Banks. 

About eight in the evening, St. Hermogenes 
extended from fomh half eaft to fouth-fouth-eaft; 
and the rocks bore fouth.eaft, diftant three miles •. 
Here we had forty fathoms water, and catched 
feveral halibut with hooks and lines. We paffed 
the rocks, and bore up to the fouthward about 
midnight; and, on the 7th, at noon, Sr. Her
mogenes bore north, at the diftance of four 
leagues. The fouthernmofl point of the main 
land lay north half weft~ five leagues diftant. 
The latitude of this promontory is 589 IS', and 
jrs longitude 2079 24'. It was named, after the 
day, Cape-Whitfimday; and a large bay to the 
weft of it, was called Whitfuntide Bay. 

The wind, which had been at north.eaft, fhift
ed to the fouthward about two in the afternoon. 
The weather was gloomy, and the air cold. At 
midnight we flood in for the land, and at feven 
o'clock in the morning of the 8th, we were 
within four miles of it, and lees than two miles 
from fome fllIlken rocks, bearing weft-fauth-weft. 

Here 
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Here we anchored in thirty-five fathoms water. 
In ftanding in for the coaft, we paffed the momh 
of vVhitfuntide Bay, and perceived land all round 
the bottom of it; therefore the land mull: either 
be conneCted, or the points lock in behind each 
other: the former conjeCture appears to be the 
moft probable. There are fame fmall illands to 
the well: of the bay. To the [outhward the fea 

coall is low, with projeCting rocky points, having 
fmall inlets between them; Upon the eoall: there 
Was no wood, and but little fnow; but the 
mountains, at fome dill:anee inland, were entirely 
covered with [now. We Vlere noW in the latitude 
of 57 Q 52~/; the land here forming a point, it 
Was named Gape Grevil!e. Its latitude is 57 Q 33', 
and its longitude 2070 J 5 i. It is fifteen leagues 
diftant from St. Hermogenes. 

The 9th, loth, and 'I nh, we had confl:ant 
mill:y weather, with fame rain, and feldom had a 
fight of the coall:; we had a gende breeze of 
~ind, and the air was raw and cold. We con
tinued plying up the eoall:. 

In the evening of the lith, the fog c1earirrg 
up, we faw the land about twelve leagues dil1ant. 
bearing weft; and we ftood in for it early the 
next morning. At noon we were within three 
miles of it; an elevated point, which was named 
Cape Barnabas, in the latitude of 57° 13', bqro 
north-north-eall:, at the diftanee of about ten 
miles. We could not fee the north-eaft extreme 

Z 3 ~r 
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for the haze, but the point to the fouth-weft: h~ 
an elevated fummit, which terminated in twO 
round hills, and was therefore called 'l'wo-headed 

. Point. This part of the coafl: is principaIJy com
pofed of high hills, and deep vallies. We could 
fometimes perceive the tops or other hills, beyond 
thofe which form the coaft, which had a very 
barren appearance, though not much incumbered 
.with fnow. Not a tree or bu1h was to be found, 
and the land, in general, had a brownifu hue. 

We continued to ply, and, at about fix in the 
evening, being about midway between Cape Bar
nabas and. Two-headed Point, two leagues from 
the thore, we had fixty-two fathoms water. Here 
a low point of land was obferved, bearing fouth 
69° weft. On the 14th, at noon, we were in the 
latitude of 560 49~. The land feen in the preceding 
evening now appeared like two illands. We were 
up with the fouthernmoft part of this land the 
next morning, and perceived it to be an Wand, 
which obtained the name of Trinity IjIand. Its 
greatefl: extent, iIi the diretl:ion of eaft and weft, 
is about fix leagues. It has naked elevated' land 

. at each end, and is low towards the middle. Its 
latitude,is 56° 36', and its longitude 205~' It is 
diftant about three leagues from the continent, 
between which rocks and iilands are interfperfecl. 
There feems, neverthelefs, to be good paifagr, 
and fafe anchorage. We at nrft, 'imagined tha 

this 
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this was Beering's Foggy Jjland; but its fimation 
is not agreeable to his chart. 

In the evening, at eight~ we were within a 
league of the fmall iflands above-mentioned. The 
wefternmoft point of the continent, now in view, 
we called Cape Trinity; it being a low point facing 
Trinity Ifland. In this fituation, we flood Qver 
for the ifland, meaning to work up between that 
and the main. In ftanding over towards the 
iiland, we met two men in a canoe, paddling 
from thence to the main: inftead of approaching 

us, they feemed carefuHy to avoid it. 
The wind now inclining to the fauth, we ex

peCted it would prefently be at fouth-eaft; know~ 
ing, from experience, that a fouth eal1erly wind 
was here generally accompanied with,? thick fog, 
we were afraid to venture between the il1and and 
the continent, left we ihould not be able to ac
compli£b om paffage before night, or before the 
foggy weather came on; when we £bould be un· 
rler the neceflity of anchoring, and laCe the ad. 
vantage of a fair win.d. Induced by theCe reaCons} 
we ftretched out to fea, and pa{fed t'.\'O cr three 
rocky iflets, near the eaft end of Trinity Iiland. 

Having weathered the iiland. we tacked about 
four in thi! afternoon, and fteered weil: Coutherly. 
with a gale at fouth-fouth-eafi, which veered to the 
fouth-eaft about midnight, and was attended with 
mifiy rainy weather. 

Z4 



344 A V 0 Y AGE or 0 T If E 

We expeCted, from the courfe we fteered durin~ 
the night, to fall in with the continent in the 
morning; and we fhould i doubtle[s, have feen it, 
if the weather had been clear. No land appear
ing at noon, and the gale and fog increafing, we 
fteered weft-north-weft, under fuch fail as we 
could haul the wind with; fenfible of the danger 
of running before a ftrong gale, in the vicinity of 
an unknown (oaft, and in a thick fog. It was, 
however, become neceffary to run fome rilk, when; 
the wind was favourable to us; as we were con
vinced, that clear weather was generally accom..' 
panied with wefterly winds. 

About three in the afternoon, land was per
ceived through the fog, bearing north-weft, about 
three miles diftant. We inftantly hauled IIp 

fauth, clofe to the wind. The two courfes were 
foon after fplit, and we had others to bring t(} 
the yards: feveral of our fails received con fidem
ble damage. The gale abated, and the weather 
cleared up about nine; when we again faw' the 
coaft, about the diilance of five leagues. OUf 

depth was a hundred fathoms water. 
The fog returned foon after-, and was difperfed' 

about four o'clock the next morning; when we 
found ourfelves, in fome degree, furrounded by 
land; the continent, or that which we fuppofed 
to be the continent, fome elevated land, bearing 
fouth-eaft, about nine leagues diftant. The ex- . 
,treme . of the main, at the north-cail, was the 

point 
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point of land feen during the fog: it was named 
Foggy Cape, and lies in the latitude of 56° 3 I'. 

Having had but little wind all night, a breeze 
now fprung up at north-weft; we ftood to the 
fouthward with this, in order to make the land 
plainer, that was feen in that direCtion. About 
nine o'clock, we difcovered it to be an ifland. 
nine miles in circumference, in the latitude o'f 
560 10', and the longitude of 202. 0 45'. In our 
chart, it is named Foggy Ijland, it being reafon
able to fuppofe, from its lituation, that it is the 
iOand on which Beering had beftowed the [Jme 
appellation. Three or four iflands bore north 
by well:; a point, with pinnacle rocks upon it, 
bore north-weft by weft, called Pinnacle Point; 
and a clufter of illets fouth-fouth.eall:, about nine 
leagues from the coaft. In the afternoon we had 
very little wind, and our progrefs was inconfider-. 
able. 

On Wednefday the 17th, we had gentle breezes 
between weft and north-weft; the weather was 
perfectly clear, and the air dry and /harp. The 
continent, about noon, extended from fouth
weft to north by eaft; the neareft part about feven 
or eight leagues diftant; a group of iflands lying 
to the fauth-weft, about the fame diftance from 

the continent. 
The weather was clear and pkafant on the Il~th, 

. and it was calm the greateft part of the day. 
There is, probably, a continuation of the conti

nent 
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nent between Foggy Cape afidTrinity Inand'., 
which the thick weather hindered us from per
ceiving. 

The Commodore having o'ccafion to fend a 
boat to the Difcovery, one of the people a-boarel 
her, ihot a moft beautiful bird. It is fmaller 
than a duck, and the colour is black, except that 
the fore.part of the head is white; behind each 
eye, an elegant yellowiih-white creft arifes; the 
bill and feet are of a reddiih colour. The firft we 
fawof thefe birds was to the fouthward of Cape 
St. Hermogenes; after which we faw them dail}'. 
and frequently in large flocks. We often faw 
moft of the other fea-birds, that are ufually met 
with in the northern oceans; foch as ihags, gulls;, 
puffins, iheer-waters, ducks, geefe, and fwans; 
and we feldom pafi"ed a day, without feeing 
whales, feal:J, and other fiih of great magnitude. 

We got a light breeze, foutherly, in the after
noon, and fleered weft, for the channel between 
the iilands and the continent. At day-break the 
next morning~ we were not far from it, and per
ceived feveral other iilanQs~within thofe that we 
had already feen, of various dimentions. But; 
between thefe itlands, and thofe we had feen be
fore, there appeared to be a clear channel, for 
which we fleered; and, at noon, our latitude was 
55° 18', in the narroweft part of the channel. 
Of this groupe of iflands, the largeft Was now ' 
\lpOn our left, and is called Kodiak, as we were 

aft~r· 
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Slfterwards informed. The Commodore did nOI: 

beftow a name upon any of the others, though 

Ile fuppofed them to be the fame that Beering has 

named Schllmagin's Illands". Wands appeared 

to the fouthward, as far as an il1and could be feen. 

They begin in the longitude of 2000 IS' eaft, and 

extend about two degrees to the wellward. 

Moll of thefe ifiands are tolerably high, but 

very barren and rugged; exhibiting very roman

tic appearances, and abounding with rocks and 

cliffs. They have feveral bays and coves about 

them, and fome frelb-water llreams defcend from 

their elevated parts s but the land was not embel

lilbed with a fingle tree or bUnl. Plenty of fnow 

iliH remained on many of them, as well as on 

thofe parts of the continent which appeared be

tween the innermoft ifiands. 

By four o'clock in the afternoon, we had palTed 

all the ifiands to the fouth of us. We found 

thirty fathoms water in the channel, and foon 

after we had got through it, the Difcovery, which 

was two miles aftern, fired three guns, and brought 

to, making a fignal to fpeak with us. Captain 

Cook was ml1ch alarmed at this; for, as no ap

parent danger had been obferved in the channel, 

he was apprehenfive that the DifcO\'ery h:ld 

fprung a leak, or met with fame fimilar accident. 

A boat was fent to her, which immediately re-

• Decouvertes des Rulfes, par M'JlIer, p. 260.277. 

turned 
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turned with Captain Cierke. He informed tht 
Commodore, that fame natives, in three or four 
canoes, having followed the {hip for fame time; 
at lall: got under his ftern; one of whom made 
many figns, having his cap off, and bowing in 
the European manner. A rope was then handed 
down from the ihip, to which he faftened a thin 
wooden box, and, after he had made fame more 
gell:iculations, the canoeS left the Difcovery~ 

It was not imagined, that the box contained 
any thing, till the canoes had departed, when it 
was accidently opened, and found to contain a 
piece of paper carefully forded up, on which 
fame writing appeared, which they fuppo[ed to be 
in the Ruffian language. To this paper was pre
fixed the date of 1778, and a reference was made 
therein to the year 1776. Though unable to de~ 
cypher the alphabet of the writer, we Were con
vinced, by his numerals, that others had pre
ceded us in vi6ting thefe dreary regions. Indeed, 
the hopes of fpeedily meeting fome of the Ruffian 
traders, mull: be highly fatisfattory to thofe, who 
had been fa long converfant with the favages of 
the Pacific Ocean, and thofe of the continent 6f 
North America. 

At firll:, Captain Clerke imagined, that fome 
Rufiians had been ihipwrrcked here; and that, 
feeing our fhips, thefe unfortunate perfons were 
induced tbus to inform us of their fituation. 
Deeply impreffed with fentiments of h\lmanityon 

this 
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~his occalion, he was in hopes the Refolution 
would have ftopped till they had time to join llS; 

but no fuch idea ever occurred to Captain Cook. 
If this had really been the cafe, he fuppofed, that 
the firft itep which fuch !hipwrecked perfons would 
have taken, in order to fecure relief, would have 
been, to fend fame of their people off to the !hips 
in the canoes. He, therefore, rather thought, 
the paper was intended to communicate fame in
formation, from fame Ruman trader, who had 
lately vifitecl thefe iflands, to be delivered to aD)" 
of his countrymen who !hould arrive; and that 
the natives fuppofing us to be Ruffians, had 
brought .off the note. Convinced of this, he en
quired no farther into the matter, but made fail. 
~nd fteered to the weft ward. 

We ran all night with a gentle breeze at nordi..; 
taft; and the next morning at two, fame breakers 
'!Vere feen within us, difiant about two miies; 
others were fcion after feen a-head, and they were 
~nnumerable on our larboard bow, and alfo be
tween us and the land. By holding a [ollth courfe, 
we, with difficlllty, cleared them. Thefe breakers 
were produced by rocks, many of which were. 
above water; they are very dangerous, and ex
tend feven leagues from land. We got on their 
omfide abou~ noon, when our latitude was 540 44/. 
and our longitude 1980. The neareft land was 
an elevated bluff point, and was named Rock 
Point; it bore north, about eight leagues diflant ; 
. lh~ 
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the wefternmoft part of the main, bore north-weft, 
and a high round hill, called Halibut Head, bore; 
iouth-weft, diftant about thirteen leagues. 

A t noon on the 2 I ft, we made but little pro'; 
grefs, having only faint winds and calms. Hali
but Head then bore north 24-0 weft; and the 
ifland where it is fiwated, called Halibut ljland. 
extended from north by eaft to north-weft. This 
illand is feven leagues in circumference,. and, ex
cept the head, is' very low and barren 0 feveral 
fmall Wands are near it, between. which and the 
main, there appears to be a paffage, Qf the breadth 
of twe or three leagues. 

We were kept at fuch a diftance from the con~ 
tinent, by the rocks and breakers, that we had a 
very diftant view of the coaft between Halibu~ 
l1land and Rock Point. We could, however, 
perceive the main land covered with fnow; and 
particularly wme hills. whofe. elevated tOPli 
towered above the clouds to a moft ftup~ndous 
height. A 'Volcano was feen on the moft fouth
wefterly of thefe hills, which perpetually threw 
up immenfe columns of black fmoke; it is at no 
great djftance from the coaCt, and is in the lati
tude of 54° 48', and the longitude of 1950 45'. 
Its figure is a complete cone, anq the volcano is 
at the fummit of it : rerparkable as it may appear. 
the wind, at the height to which the fmoke of 
the volcano rofe, often moved in an oppofite di
fedion to what it did at fea, even in a {reib gale~ 

tIavio& 
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Having three hours calm in the afternoon, up. 
wards of an hundred halibuts were caught by our 
people, fome of which weighed upwards of M 

hundred pounds, and none of thelll lefs than 
twenty. They were highly acceptable to us. We 
fifhed in thirty.five fathoms water, about four 
miles dill:ant from the fuore; during which time 
we were vifited by a man in a fmall canoe, who 
cam~ fr9111 the large ifiancl. "When he approached 
the filip, he uncovered his head and bowed, as 
the other had donI;! the preceding day, when he 
J:ame off to the Difcovery. 

That the R-uffians had fame communication 
with thefe people, W<lS evident, not only from 
their politenefs, but from the written paper al. 
ready mentioned. We had now an additional 
proof of it; for our new vifitor had on a pair of 
green cloth breeches, and a jacket of black cloth, 
under the frock of his own country. He had 
with him a grey fox {kin; and fame fifhing im. 
plements: alfo a bladder, in which was fame 
iiquid, which we fuppofed to be oil; for he 
oper.'''; it, drank' a mouthful, ancl then clofed it 

~p again • 
. His canoe was [mailer than thofe we had [een 

pefore, though of the [,me confrruCtion: like 
thofe who had vifited the Difcovery, he ufed the 
pouble-bladed paddle. His features refembled 
thofe of the natives of Prince William's Sound, 
111.1; he was perfeCtly free from any kind of p:lint ; 

.nnl} 
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and his lip had been perforated in an oblique cli
"ection, though? at that time, he had not any 
ornament in it. Many of the words, fa frequently 
tired by Ol.jr vifitors in the Sound, Wl';re reptated 
to him, but he did not l1-ppear to underftand any 
of them; owing e~ther to his ignorance of the 
dialect, or our erroneous pronunci;ltion~ 

The weather was principally cloudy and hazy~ 
till the afternoQn of the 22d, when the wind 
fhifted to the fouth-~aft, attended, as ufual, with 
thick rainy weather. Before the fogf we faw. nQ 
part of the main land, except the volcano, l}.nd a 
neighbouring mountain. We fleered weft till 
feven, when, fearing we might fall in with the 
land in thick weather, we hauled to the fouthward 
till two the next morning, and then bore away 
weft. Our progrefs was but trifling, having but 

little wind, and that variable; at five o'clock in 
the afternoon, we h'ad an interval of [un.fhine~ 
when we faw land, bearing north 59° weft. 

On the 24th, at fix in the morning, we faw 
the continent, and at nine it extended from north
eaft by eaft, to fouth-weft by weft; the ne;reft 
part four leagues diaant. The land to the fouth. 
weft confifled of ifland's, being what we had feen 
the preceding night. In the evening, being about 
the diftance of four leagues from the fhore, and 
having little wind, we threw out our hooks and 
lines, but caught only two .or three little cod. 

yve 
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\'fe' got an eafterly breeze the next -morning. 
and,- with it, what was very uncommon, clear 
weather; infomuch, that we clearly faw the vol
,cano, the other mountains, and all th~ main land 
under them, It extended from north-eaft by 
north, to north-weft half weft. Between this 
point and the' iflands, a large opening appeared, 
for which we fteere~, till land was [een beyond 
it; and, though we did not perceive that this 

land joined the continent, a pailage throllgh the 
opening was very doubtful; as well as whether 
the land to the fouth-weft was infular or conti
nental. Unwilling to truft too much to appear
ances, we therefore fleered to the fouthward; 
when, having got without all the land in fight, 
we fteered weft, 'th~ iflands lying in that djrec~ 

tion. 
Three of them, al1 of a good height, we had 

paffed by eight o'clock; more were now feen to 

the weftward. In the afternoon, the weather be

came gloomy, and afterwards turned to a mift, 
the wind blowing frefh at eaft. \\'c therefore 
bau\e,d the wind to, the fouthward till day-break, 
and then proceded on aliI' courfe to the weft. 

We derived but little advantage from day

light, the weather being fo thick that we could 
not di(cover objeCts at the diftance of a hundred 
yards; but, as the wind wa~ moderate, we ven
tured to run. About halfan hour after four, the 
found of breakers alanned1us, on our larboard 

VOL, Ir.-N° 12. A a bow; 
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bow; we fouad twenty-eight fathoms water, ~d. 
then twenty-five. ,We brought the fuip to, . and 
anchored in thelaft depth; the Commodore or
dering the Difcovery, who was not far diftant. tli) 

anchor alfo. 
Some hours after, the fog being a little dif. 

perfed, we difcovered the imminent danger we 
had efcaped. We were three quarters of a mile 
from the north-eaft fide of an illand; two ele
vated rocks were about half a league from us. 
and from each other. Several breakers alfo ap
peared about them; and yet Providence had 
lafely conduCted the fhips through in the dark. 
between thofe rocks, which we fhould not have 
attempted to have done in a clear day, and to fo 
£ommodious an anchoring place. 

Being fo near land, Captain Cook ordered a 
boat afhore, to examine what it produeed. When 
:!he returned in the afternoon, the officer who 
commanded her faid~ he faw fome grafs, and 
other fmall plants, one of which had the appear
ance of purflain; but the ifland produced neitheli. 
(tees nor fhrubs. 

The wind blew freib at fouth, in the night; 
but in the morning walii more moderate, and the 
fog, in a great degree, difperfed. We weighed 
at feven o'dock, and fleered between th~ illand 
ncar which we had anchored, and a fmall one DOl: 
far fFOm it. The breadth of the channel does 
not exceed a mile, and the wind fa,iled b.efore w~ 

couJ~ 
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could paf9. through it; we were therefore obliged 
to anchor, which we did in thirty-four fathoms 
water. Land now prefented itfelf in every di
reCtion. That to the fouth extended, in a ridge 
of mountains, to the fouth-weft; which we af
.terwards found to be an Wand called OonalaJIlka. 

Between this ifland, and the land to the north, 
which we fuppofed to be a group of iilands, there 
.appeared to be a channel in a north-weft direc
tion. On a point, weft from the fhip, and at 
~he difrance of three quarters of a mile, we per
)ceived feveral natives and their habitations. To 
.this place we faw two whales towed in, which we 
fuppofed had juft been' ki-lled. A few of the i~
~habitants, occafionally. came off to the fhips, 
and engaged in a little traffic with our people, 
,but never continued with us above a quarter of 
"an hour at a time. They feemed, indeed, re
_markably fhy; though we could readily difcover 

,hey were not llnacquainted with veffels, fimilar, 
io fome degree, to ours. Their manner difplay
.ed a degree of politenefs which we had never ex
perien.ced among any of the favage tribes. 

About one in the afternoon, being favoured 
with a light breeze, and the tide of flood, we weigh
ed, and proceeded to the channellaft mentioned; 
expeCting, when we had paffed through, either 
to find the land trend away to the northward; or 
that we {hould difcover a pailage out to fea; to 
the wen. Fqr we did not fllppofe ourfe!vrs to 
. Aa?,' hI> 
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be in an inlet of the continent,: out' among iflands ; 
and we were right in our conjeCtures. Soon 'after 

we got under fail, the wind veered to the north~ 
and wi: were obliged to ply. 'The depth of \vater 
was from forty to twenty -feven fathoms. In I the 
evening, the ebb made it neceffaty for us toan
chor within three leagues of our laft !lation. 

\Ve weighed the next' morning at day-break, 
and were wafted up the paffage by a light breeze 
at fouth ; after which we had variable: Iight'ai~s 
from all direCtions. There Was, however, a rapid 
tide in our favour! and the Refolution got througlt 
before the ebb made., The Difcovery was not 
cCJually fortunate, for fhe was carried b~ck~ got 
into the race, aM foun,:!' a difficulty in getting 
clear of it. ., ' 

Being now through the channel:, we found th~ 
land, on one fide, trending wcft and fouth-weft, 
'and that on the other fide to north.' This en~ 
couraged us to h~pe, that the cotninent had take~ 
'a new direCtion ill our favour. Beingihort of 
water, and expeCting to be dtiven ahout in ~ 

rapid tide, without wi'nd fufficie~t to' g6vern the 
ihip, we ftood for a harbour the fomh ftd~ of 
the paffage, but were driven beyond it' ; and, 
that we might not be - forced back through th:~ 
paffilge, anchored near the fouthern 'fuore, ih 
twenty-eight fathon~s water, and out of the rea<:;u 
of the {hong tide; though, even here, it r~n 
fi ve knots a,nd an half ill ap hour. ' 

~n 
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In tb is; fituation, we were vifited by feveral of 
~he nativ'es, in f~parate canoes. They bartered" 
fame fi1hing implements for tobacco. A young 
man, among them, overfet his canoe, while he 
was along-fi.<le of one of our boats. He was 
caught hold of by one of our people, but the 
canoe was taken up by another and carried a1hore. 
In confequence of this accident, the youth was 
obliged to come into the 1hip, where he was in
vited into the cabin, and readily accepted the 
invitation, without any" furprize or embarraif
ment. He had on an upper garment, refem
bling a ~irt, made of the gut of a whale, or fome 
other large fea·animal. Under this, he had ano
ther of the fame form, rlJade of the frins of birds 
with the feathers on, curiouf1y fewed together; 
the feathered tide placed next his fkin. It was 
patched with feveral pieces of filk fluff, and his 
cifP was embelli1hed with glafs beads. 

His c;Ioaths being wet, we fnrni1hed him with 
fome of our own, which he put on with as much 
readinefs as we could h~ve done. From the be
haviour of this youth, and that of feveral others, 
it evidently appeared, that thefe people were no. 
llrangers to Europeans, and to many of their cuf
toms. Som!O'thing in our 1hips, how<:ver, greatly 
excited their curiofity; for, fuch as had not ca
noes to bring them off, aifembled on the neigh
bouring hills to have a view of them. 

At 
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At low water we towed the fuip iAto. the ·bar
bopr, where we anchored in nine fatholJls water, 
the DifcoveJY arriving foon -after. A bQat was 
fent to draw the feine, but we caught.GJ,1ly a. few 
trout, and forne other fmall fiili. 

We had not long anchored, before a native of 
the ifland brought another note on board, nmi .. 
lar to that which had been -given to. Cap,tain 
Clerke, He prefented it to Captain Coo~; but., 
3S it was written in the Ruffian langu~ge, neither 
he, nor any of ·us, could read it. As it could 
Dot be of anyllfe to us, and might probably be 
of confequence to others, the Commopore re~ 

turned it' to the bearer, acc?mpanied with a few 
prefents; for which he expreifed his thanks~ as 
he retired. by feverallow bows, _ 

On thez9th, we faw along the fuore, (3 group 
of the natives of both fexes, feated on thegr~fs .. 
partaking of a repaft of raW fiili. which. tbl!Y 
teemed to reli1h exceedingly. 
. We were detained by thick fogs, and a COIl

trary wind., till the 2d of July; during whi~& 
time we acquir.ed fome knowledge of the COlll1~ 
try, as well as of its inhabitants; the pa,rticulars 
of which iball he hereafter related. ' 

This harbour is called Samganoodha, by the 
~~ltives, and is fituated on the north fide .0$ 

.Oonalailika, the latitude being 53 0 55', the lon
gitude 19-5 0 30'; and in ~he firait which feparates 
this iilal1d from thofe to the; north, It is abo~r 

~mile 
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a mile broad at the entrance, and runs in about 
four miles fouth by weft. It narrO\l'S towards 
the head, the breadth there not exceeding a quar
ter of a mile. Plenty of good water may be 
procured here, but not a piece of wood of any 
kind. 

'ERE END> 01' THE SECOND VOLUME, 
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