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TRAVELS 

THROUGH THIi: 

IN'I'ERIOR PARTS 

OF 

A MER I C. A. 

LET T E R XLII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND; 

Cam6ridge, in New Eng/an.l_ 
NQ'V. 17.1777. 

"IN military operations, the conqueror is 
delighted to honor the good conduCt 

and bravery" of the defeated, not only by 
the fecret approbation of his Qwn heart, 
which induces hililto refpeCl: a gallant be­
haviour, even in an· ep.emy, but becaufe his 

VOL. II. B ambition 
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arrrbitio:n is agreeably Hattered by the con­

g).lefi: 01 thqf~ who had ,rendered them­

felves 'ibrmilhble by their bravery-and 
no doubt but from thefe motives, General 
Gates being fully fenfible of the mortifica­

tion attend}ng pur reverf~ of fortune, and 
not wi!hing to add aFlY drcumftance that 

might aggravate oUf prefent qllamity, kept 

his. arm~\ wit~in their camp ~\;lring· the 
,. .. J' ... , . ~ 

time we were piling up our arms, that they 

might not b.e fpeCtators offu humiliating a 
fcene. 

Our fituatlon, although unfortunate" is 
not the fiJ;'f} inftance of an army's capi­
tulating, witnefs the convention at Clofrer­

hauven, which was fo· ihamefully broke; 

and if you look farther b.q.~k into hiftory, 
you will·fjnd, that exaCtly a century agQ~ 

the.~'y~undef th,e D.u~~ o£ Saxe Eyfenack~ 
which had been conhderably weakened by 
the loffes Md fatig-ues, .. of the campaign, 

was undef the neceffity of furrendering ~ 

the 
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the ,MarIllal,~ Cr~ui, who granted a 
pair port, conceived in very humble terms 
to the Duke of Saxe Eyfenack, allowing 
him permHfion to pafs with his army by a 
particular route, and all the officers~ 

troopers, and common foldiers of the 
French army, were e~premy forbid to\offer 
the lea-ft injury or infult, eith~ to the 

Puke or .his arl1lY, in their return to Ger­
many. 

In this latter point General Gates ,imI­

tated the MarihaI, ,for after we had piled 

up our arms' and o'U:r m~rch was fettled, as 
we paired the American army, throughout 
the whole of them I did not obferve the 
leait difrefpeB:, or even a taunting look, 
but all was mute aitoniiliment and pity­
and it .gave us no little pleafure to find that 
:the antipathy fo long fhewn us was con ... 
figned to oblivioll, elevated to that treat­
ment 'which the authorized maxims and 
practices of war enJom, civil depor1:m.1:nt 

B 2 to 



4-INTERIOR. TRAVELS 

to a captured enemy, unfullied with the 
exulting air of-viCtors. 

For want of the advantages of an imme~ 
diate, exaCt, and regular communication 
with the fouthern army, ill fuccefs has been 
the confequence. The fad event of our 
expedition evinces the neceffity of confiding 
-the plan of war to a General, who might 
improve every conjuncture bt changing 
difcretionally the route and fpecies of the 
war. If our Commander's orders had been 
general, and not fuch abfolute ones as could 
not be varied frorD? (of which he made us 
acquainted ,on the morning of our -furren:­
det). he' would not have been under the ne­
ceffity of engaging the King's army in any 
'hazardous attempt, as~e might have re­
tfoffed the Hudfon's, and changed the war 
to the defenfive. 

People are very apt to draw conc1ufions 
from what they think ought to be, and 

form 
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form fyftems which circumftances muft 
alter. No doubt but it will be generally 
thought in England, as' we had reduced 
Ticonderoga, and had only twenty-five 
miles to Albany, the place of our intended 
deftination, it was eafy to accomplifu it, 
without confidering the delays and impe­
diments we have met with. This hafty 
kind of doctrine you muft often have been 
witnefs to, from the fpirited hopes and ex­
pectation of our national feelings. 

Qur melancholy cataftrophe will be a 
caution to others in power, in their direc­
tions to a -General; this expedition appears 
to have been planned by thofe, who, fitting 
in their dofets, with a m:;lp before them, 
ridiculoufly expect the movements of 
an army to keep pace with their rapid 
ideas, not -only directing general opera­
tions, but particular movements of a cam­
paign, carried on through a country in in­
terior defarts, and at a diftance of three 

B 3 thoufand 
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thoufand miles;> without ~llowirtg the Ge­

neral who is to conduCt that army, to be 

in vefted with powers for changing the mode 

of war~ as' circuI11~ances;rnay occur. 

It was univer[aUy'. uhderitdod th'rougtf .. 

out the army, that th€ objeCt of our ex ... 

pedition was to effect a junCtion "with that 

l)nder General Howe, and brfilch'means 
become matters of the Hridfdrr's -river; 

dividing the northern from the fOttthern 

provinces .• You can eafily conceive the 
aftonifhmertt- it oc{:afioned; when wi! were 

informed that Generat"H6we's army had 
gone to Philadelphia, and it was the fuore 
increafed, as we could not form to onrfelves 
any idea how fuch a: ftep woulp:fcitilitate', 
or effeCt a junCtion. 

It is natural tQ >{up'p~le; wnen-· two 

armies are to meet, that" thetlt)lthern ~ne 
would advance }o the {cruthward, and the 

fouthem to the northward; or if they~e 

to 
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td meet any where about the center be­

tween each, that they would fet out iq. 

thofe direCtions, much about the fame 

time. But it fhould fcern fhat thofe who 

have the direCtion at home of the armies 

upon this Continent, defpifing fuch fimple 

and natural means of effeCting ,a junCtion, 

difpatch the army at New York further 

fouth, and fend the army fron1 Canada in 
the fame dire8:ion,· that if both continued 
their cQur{e till doomfday, h would l;>e ini:" 

pollible to meet. I am too ~uch afraid 
thofe at the head of affairs too implicitly 
credited every re~Ol't, and are corithiually 
led away by the falfe information of men 

who are interei1ed in the deception, and 

are profiting by the commont:alamities of 
England and America, 

. The courage, refolutlOn and patlence ot 
fl* aTrtly in'enduring the hard!hips of the 
campaign in general, but more pa,rticular'ly 

'the conch,lfion of it, mufi: fUlly refute an 
B 4 in vidious 
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invidious charge of for-eigners ,in general" 
particularly the French,~ that the· Englifu 
are unfit for the ·hardihips of war, and 
though brave and intrepid in the field, are 
not capable of enduringf~tigu~, without 
the conveniencies of life. 

Throughout the whole· campaign, the 
men had not a morfel of bread, but m:ixed 
up their flour into cakes, and baked them 
upon a ftone before a fire; very feldom 
fpirits to cheer them after fatiguing days, 
in clearing away the woods for encamp­
ments, repairing r~ads) and cenfhuCting 
bridges; feldom fr~fu, provifions; fcanty 
and miferable as the allowaI}ce to a foldier 
is, it was reduced to half its quantity on 
the 3d of oCtober. After the aCtion of the 
19th of September, the men continually 
fiept with their accoutrements on, and after 
the aCtion on the 7th, never-had a tent to 
Ihelter them from the heavy and almoft 
inceifant rains that fell Jrom that tilue till 

th,e 
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the c9nvention, without the refre!hment of 
{pirits during this period j and after our 
arrival at Saratoga, debarred of that very 
eifential to the health and -convenience of 
troops,_ .v.r~ter, although do[e to a fine 
rivulet, it being at the hazard of life, in 

the day time, to get any, from the nUrrlbez: 
of riflemen the enemy had pofted in trees, 
and at night the men were prevented, as 
they were fure to .be taken prifoners. if 
thq attempted it. AU the water that; the 
army was fupplied with was frqm a very 
muddy fpring, and what they could get out 
of the holes the cattle made with their feet; 
by way of luxury, and to render their pro­
vifi.oI}s. more palatea\lle, when it rained hard. 
the men ufed to catch it in tGeir caps, to 

mix v.:ith their flour. 

Officers in general fareci the fame :3S the 
foldiers, moil of them .young campaigners, 
and no.t.£o providen,tof their liquors, rely­

ing upon a freili fupp.1y that was following 
the 
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the atrtiy. This was the only tiri·1e· -ih life 
1 fouttd money of little u~: -liowtleceived 

W~ areiri our opinion, that· i.f<6nilitutes 
,wll our l1appinefs t....;...;I was not the. oniy one 

who, when cire11Ching wet and fhiverillg 

with cold, would have giveric a: guinea· for a 
glafs of any fpirlf. 

One day I toought fortune:'had pointed 

me out as one of he': favorites~ fof my fer-< 
vaFl.t came and informed- me· he· had met! 
with a woman "tho had half a pint of 
New England· rum- to· difpofe of, '-but {be 

would not part with it under a' guinea. 
I hafrened him-bil:ek fen- .it, left anyone 

fhoul<! offer the ':Voman more, wMch I was 
fenfible would be the cafe, if known .... r 
would myfelf have given trebt"e for n~lf the 
quantity, being apprehenfive of an ague, 

from being continually-in wet doaths, and 
expofed day and night to aU weathers::' 
You will.not accufe; me of a churlifh· dif­

pofition, but when I obtained the rum, 

neceffity, 
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neG"emfy~ COI1trary to inclination, rendetecf. 
I1l€$tr.emely fo~ 

UpDfiOtlrartlv:ilat ::iaratog"a, three com­
panies .of cur regil'nent;. one of which 

was that- I belong to, were pofted: in a 

fmall redoubt, clofe to the creek; our fitu-, 

ation was by ne means capable of making 
any great defence, but merely to obferve if 
the e'nemy paffed the creek in any force: 
hadthe-y attempted it, We were to have kept 

. up a firing during their croiling._ then tc 

haveaoandoned ourfthtiorl; and joined the 

main body' of the army . This poft was a 
finan- [quare redoubt, corHttuaed with logs 
breaft h1gb, and the only fheIt:er afforded' 

tc the' troops was frem thofeangles which 
faced the enemy, as' the others were fa 

expo fed, that we had feveral men killed and 
wounded in the redoubt by the: riflemen, 

who: were pofted in trees; we could dif­

cern them every morning at day-break, 
~aking their fituations upon tlie'meft lofty 

trees 
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trees they met wit.b,. by which means tbey' 
commanded fome of the interior parts of 
the redoubt. Our fituation was fuch, that 
a man rifqued his life if he ventured in the 
day time to look over the works; and to 
convince you how fme thefe men are of 
hitting their mark, the foldiers, out of de­
rifion, would hoiil:: up a cap upon a il::ick 
over the works, when infrantly there would 
be pne or two iliot fired at it, and as many 
holes .through it .. I have feen, a cap that 
has been perforated. with three balls. We 
certainly could have d~fl9.dged iuch·trQuble­
fome neighbours, or pr:eventedtheir afcend­
ing the trees, but we had orders not to, fire, 
;as it might bring on a fkirmiiliing ,attack, 
whilft the enemy were meditating anoth<;r 
of greater importance. 

The men were '£0 harr:aifed and fatigued 
with continually fitting ~nd lying on the 
ground, all huddled in a [mall compafs, 
that three days before the convention too1.c 

place) 
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place; they complained to the Captain who 
commanded, that they were not permitted 
to fire upon the enemy, whereby they could 
obtain more eafe, and therefore ought to be 
relieved, and they received for anfwer, when 
night came on it fhould be mentioned to the 
GeneraL The Captain defired me to go 
to head-quarters, and when I arrived there. 
I found they partook of the hardfhips in 
common, for the three Generals had juft 
laid down on their mattralfes, having only 
an oil-frin to cover them from the weather; 
the Aid-de-Camps were fitting round a fire~ 
I went up to your old acquaintance, Noble. 
-of the 47th regiment, as being known to 
him, and related the purport -of my bufi­
nefs, which he immediately communicated 
t-o General Phillips. While he was fpeak­
ing, I am fure I :{hall never forget the 
eagernefs and anxiety depiCted in General 
Bnrgoyne'scmintenarrce, when he -ftarted 
from his {lumber, haftilyenquiring what 
was the matter. General Phillips informed 

hilP-
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him it was a trifiing'b.~finefs about relieving 
a poft, whe)l.he lay down again to refrefu 

his wear~ed fpirits, appep,ring almoft. ex.­
haufted hy a continual fiate of .a.,gitatiQn. 
After receiving an anfw-er. tha.t the poft 

fho:Llld be rdieved, I returned to dw rv­
doubt. The m~n anxioufly expe.c.ted it, 
but were greatly difappointed by the ap­
pearance of day-break, as knowing no re­
lief could arrive then, and that they had 
another day's ve~ation -to encounter f.rQm 

thefe rifle-men. It: W4S with the g.rc::.ateft 
difficulty the offi-cers could prevent the men 

from firing at them, and this .o.nly with a 
promife that· they fhould hav:e penni{IioI1, 
~f they were not relieved at night. Per­
haps yo~ will fay, the foldi~rs had reafon 
for complaint, for many pf them, by being. 
kept in fu<;h a confined fituation, were fo 

cramped, tha.t they cQuld fcareely walk­
but we were relieved at laft. 

DUl'1ng 
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During the time I was pofted in' this 
redoubt, Lieutenant Smith, of the artillery, 

caUle one evening to fee me, ,and upon my 
n:lating our difirefs as to liquors,defired 
m~ to fend my 'fervapt to him the next 

night, and he would feud me a c~fe bottle 
of rum. I now thought fortune was heap­

ing favors on me, but to {hew you what 
a' fickle creature the is •. When I fentmy 
fervant the next evening, inftead of return­
ing with the comfort I was pramifing my­
felf from fuch an acquifition. he br.:>ught 
me a melfage, thatMr. Smith was extremely 
forry he could not fulfil his promife, as a 

cannon fuothad, in the courfe of the day. 
gone through his canteen, and demolilhed 

every Llllng in it. 

The day .before the convention took 

Flace, l was compelled to acquiefce in an 
aCtion that diftreffed my feelings much, in 

.*laking away with the little colt that my 
mare had dropped, as my fervant toJd mf; 

it 



16, INTERIOR TRAVELS 

it would weaken my mare, that, to ufe the 
fellow's words, if e'Ver we march from this 
encampment, fhe will not be able to con­
vey your baggage;" at the fame time adding, 
from the time we had arrived there ilie had 
had nothing to eat, but the dried leaves he 
could gather Uf for her; this was the fitu­
ation of the hONes throughout the army. 
Some fervants let their horfes ftray about 
in the deep ravinet where they were ftation­
ed to fheIter them from the cannon iliot, 
andJo fure,. as a poor horfe was allured by 
the temptation of fome refreiliing grafs, 
that grew in the meadows in great abun­
dance, it met with inftant death from a rifle 
iliot. On the plain where we piled"up our 

'" arms, there were nurribers of dead horfes, 
from the french of which, and from the 
performance of fo humiliating an aCt, you 
will eafily imagine our hafte in quitting fuch. 
a [pot. I remain, 

Yours, &c. 

LET-
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Camhridge, in New England! 

Nov. 19, 1777. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

OUR expe~iti:o~; for y?U muft pardon 
my dwellmg on a fubJeCl: fa near my 

heart, was certainly un.dertaken with every 
profpeCt of fuccefs, not only from the 
goodnefs of the troops, but the excellence 
of the Generals. The many difficulties, 
though in fame meafure forefeen, were 
not expeCted to be fuch as they have too 
fatally proved themfe1ves; we had hitherto 

confidered them only what perfeverance 
would overcome. Our progrefs .amidfr 
complicated impediments and innumerable 

VOL. II. C diH:reffes.1 
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difl:reffes, was really wonderful, and the 

failure mufr not be confidered fo fur­

prizing as the perfeverance and fpirit with 

which we firuggled againfr it. 

People who judge impartially, will make 

a diftinB:ion between mifconduCl: and mis­
fortune. It is true the intent of our ex­

pedition has failed-General Burgoyne was 
too deeply interefred inthe national honor, 

to lhrink from undertaking what only ap­
peared hazardous-who can blame him, f-of 

not executing with ~n army t~at ,always 
afred like Britons, what was impollible. 

Throughout the whole campaign, the 
General has not only been the Commander 
of the army, but fully demonfrrnted he 

was equally as good a foldier; amidfi all 
the hardfhips and difficulties we had to 

encounter, the attachment of all ranks to 
him was unlhaken, and during the' incef­
fant labors, difappointments and diftreifes 

we 
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we experienced, there was not the leaft 

murmur or difcontent throughout the 

army; nay, fo ftrongly attached were they 

to his perf on, that when they found patience 

and courage ·had been exerted in. vain, and 

all hopes of fuccefs' at an end, they were 
ready to follow him to the field, and to die 

with their arms in their hands. No one 

could exhibit ftronger proofs of magnani­

mity, nor take bolder .or l1lor-e decifive 
meafures againft the enemy, when humi­

liatingterims' were propored. It lhoukl 
feem that he . was' det;ermined. if fate had 

. . 
decreed the fall· mid total overthrow of his 

little ,army, to petiih 110b1y, and tokave 
his name unfullEdto future'ages. 

I am yours~ &c. 

Bz 
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LET T E R XLIV. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

CaJ/lhridge~ in New England~ 

'No'v, ZO, 1777. 

GENERAL BURGOY.NE had not the 
, advantages of profecuting war in this 

part of America, attendant on Lord Am.:. 
hera anQ General Bradd0ck, for in the laft 
the difficl;!lties arifmg from the. natural 
ftrength of the country, were for the moil: 
part removed by tIle friendly difpofitions 
of the inhabitants, who chearfully exerted 
themfelves to facilitate the movements of 
the King's army, at the fame time fupply- ' 
ing them with every requifite accommoda­
tion; and I am confident. when I aff"ert. 

that 
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that had not the Generals in the' lail: war 
been furniilied with thefe refources, neither 

of them would have made the rapid pro­
grefs that was accompliilied. 

The progre[s of our army" was on the 
frontiers of the New England provinces, 
whofe people are univerfally qifloyal, and 
furniili fneh immenfe bodies of militia, it 
is really furprizing that we advanced fo far, 
without any co-oper.ation with the fO\lth~rn 
army_ 

If Genei"ai Rowe had his reafons for not 
proceeding up the north river, andwiihed 
to [trike terror into fome of the provinces, 
I think :there 'wer.e rloI1.e he .could fo well 
have direCted that terror againft, as thofe 
of New' Englancl; 'for by a' diverfion on 
the waft of Matiachufett's, many benefits 
would have refulted: it would have kept 
the New Englanders at home;forthe in­
ternal defence of their own provinces, and 

C 3 impeded 
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impeded the levies for the continental army. 

Such a diverfion would have been a co-ope­

ration with our army, and no doubt have 
prevented the. misfo~tu:nes that have be­
fallen it, the principal part of the army' 
under General .Gates being compofed of 
the militia of the New England provinces, 

who muft have been drawn down to the 
defence of the cities upon that coii1:, in 
which cafe aUf army could not have .failed 

to overcome every poffib~e dimculty, and 
have effeCted a junction with the detach­
ment that was fent up the North River, 

under the command of Sir Henry Clinton, . 
from 'which detachment it certainly was 

obvious, tha.t the object of the two armies 
were the' fame, that of forming a iunction. 

Certainly then it behojed General-Howe 
to fee fo large and important a reinforce­
ment as Durarmy wi:mldhave been to' his, 
in a fran: oLperfeB: fecurity at leaft, before 

he earried'his fa far to' the fouthw~td, as. 

to 



to deprive him of the power of fupport. 

That our army was to be <;onfidered as 
. l10 other than a reinforcement to Gelleral 

Howe's, is evident fl'om the very orders 

given out by General Carleton, at the 

opening of the ~ampajgri, i1:ating, "That 
" his M~efty ha.d ordered hiu1 to detach 
~, General Bl,lrgQyne with certi\in troops, 

" who was to proceed with all PQffible ex­
« pedition to join General Howe. and put 

" himfelf under his comtrl,.1ncl;" at the 

fame time adding this p9werful reafon, 

. " with a view of QW:llil1g the rebellion it 
" is become highly necdfary, that the moO: 
" (peedy junction of the hVQ apnies fuQuld 
" be effeCted," 

By the junction of the two armies, we 

(hould have been in poffeffiQn of the North 

River, from New-York to A.lhany, which 

divides the northenJ. frqm the f@1ithern. 

provinces. (Jeneral Wa..il1ington WQllld 

in that cafe ha.ve Qeep. ~9tal1y 4ei;>ri vcd 
C 4 of 
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of the great fupplies of men and pro­
vifions from the New England States; and 
the Britilh army would have been enabled 
to make excurfions into either provinces, 
as occafion ~ight ferve: the main part of 
the army might have kept Walhington at 
bay, while a few redoubts, with the affifi:­
ance of our lhipping, would have preferved 
the entire poffeffion of the river. 

General Howe's carrying his army far to 
the fouthward, confirmed an idea the 
northern Provinces have imbibed, that after 
the affair of Bunker's-hill, and the eva­
cuation of Befton, no Britons will ever 
land' again upon their coaft; it infpired 
them with new hopes, it invigorated their 
fpirits, and greatly contributed to increafe 
the numbers of General Gates's army, 
which at the time of the convention 
amount~ to 18,000. Every candid and 
liberal mind will allow our refolution dur­
ing th!! treaty of the convention was mag-

nal1l1nous, 
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nanimous, when it is confidered our army 

only confined of 3,500 oppofed to fuch 
numbers. 

It may be urged, that' General Howe's 
going to the fouthward was to draw off 
Wailiington from our army. He was 
then at Q!Ebble-town,2oo miles difiant 
from us when we met the enemy at Still..,. 
water, and General Howe's force was at 
New-York, which was 40 miles nearer, 
in fome meafure fltuated between our 
army and Wailiington's, therefore he could 
not move towards· u~ without General 
Howe's knowledge, nor could Wailiington 
proceed to Albany by water for want of 
fhipping and craft, or march by land in 
lefs than a fortnight, and that only by a 
road leading through a gap of a mountain. 
If General Wafhington had, by any forced 
and fecre't marches, paffed this gap, before 
General Howe had taken poft in the Jer­
feys to prevent it, he had an immenfe fleet 

of 
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I will give you the opinion· of General 

Wafhington himfelf, as it was· related to 

me by Major Browne, whom I have been 

acquainted v.,,-ith fince our arrival at this 

place, and who was at that time in tht; 

General's fuite. 

General Wafuington dreaded nothing fo 

much as General Howe's army going up 
the North River: he was fenfible of the 

difficulties his own mufr encounter in fol­
lowing it; he knew the eafe and celerity 

by which the BritiDl army would be tranf­
ported by wate:r; his own had to march 

over mountains, ravines, and frrong defilesi 
;md the provifioils for his army would be 
ail from the diftant fouthern colonies; he' 

knew that it would throw a great damp 
upon the fpirits of the New England:Pro­
vinces, efpecially their militia, and in a 

great meafure prevent theirjoinirig Gates's 

anny, and infallibly have faved ours.--'­

This opinion being firmly fixed in his 

mind, 
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mind, when he was informed that General 

Howe was gone to the Chef apeak, he gave 
as little credit to the intelligence as we did, 

y.rhen the. news of it was brought into our 
camp before the furrender..; he fully dif­
believ.ed it, and concluded'that fuch a mea-

. f-ure was too abfurd to be pollible, and 

aCted agreeable to the opinion he had form­
'ed; for when General Howe's fleet failed 
from the Hook fouthward, he conceived it 

to be only a feint, therefore moved his 

army from ~bble-townto the northward, 
that he might more conveniently follow 
the Britifh army up the North River,ex­
pelling every day to hear of the General's 
returning, and failing his army to Albany: 
nor till he heard that the Britifhfleet was 
at the Capes of the Delaware, did '\Vafh­

ington march his army"" to the fouthward. 
When he received intelligence that the 

fleet had frood out again to fea, frill fa per­

fuaded he was that General Howe would 

not aCt fa contrary to true policy, as to go 
up 
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up the Chef apeak to Philadelphia, but that 
his intentions frill were to go to the north­
ward, that he marched his anny to his 
northern poft-not before he was perfectly 
certain that the Britiili freet was near the 

head of the Elk, did he quit that poft, 
and march ,his army to the fou'thward.­

Thus, you fee, the conduct of 'General 
Waihington entirely coincided with his 
declared and fixed fentiments. 

That fOI?e great error has been com­
mitted, either unintentional or defigned, 
muft be evident toeverf one-whereto fix 
it is impoilible to fay.-But time, that great 
difclofer of all kerets, will no douht.rev:eal 
this, and, 1 hope, redeem the national 
honor and the national welfare. 

Yours, &c. 

LET-
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,L E T T E R XLV. 

Camhridgc, in Ne·w E~glalltf. 
No'!}. ZO, -1777. 

'My -DEAR FRIEND~ 

A- -F T E R we had piled up our arms, 
. and our march fett1ed, we moved 

forward, and [pent the night on the fpot 
wliere . we had fOfm.erlyereCted our hof­
pitals, of which place I fent j"0ua draw­
mg. 

The next morning I went withanothet 
officer to vifit General Frafer's grave: upon 
our arrival- at the fpot, we were ftruck' 
with a contemplativ~ filence a.t· the awful 
[cene that prefented itfelf, the corpfe hav-

mg 
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ing been taken up by the Americans, and 

the coffin fcarcely covered over with earth. 

Upon recovering from our confternation, 
we called to fome foldiers, who, with a 

pick-axe and fhovel which happened to be 
in the redoubt, heaped more earth upon 

the. coffin. The Americans had been 
guilty of great inhumanity in cannonad­
ing the corpfe when going for interment; 
but difturbing . it after burial would have 
difgraced a favage; the only reafon they· 
affigned was, that we had buried cannon; 
and not a corp[e~:f very improbable fup. 

pofition. I rather ilJlagine, and it is the 
beft excufe, that they thought it was our 
money:-cheft. 

As we ·crorred the river at Still-Water, 
we obferved the army under General Gates 
marching to Albany, to join Putnam ; the' 
object of this junction was to give Genera1 
~linton a check, who.was moving up the 
North River; andJ to.-Ollr mortification, 

, . 

we 
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we karn, that'General Vaughan had -ad­
vanced' as far as lElopus, which place is 
but a few miles from Albany.-This fully 
proves what I mentioned in my laft, that a 
juncrion· of .the fouthernarmy with ours 
was fully intended, and had any certain 
intelligence of General Vaughan's ad­
vancing fo far, arrived at our camp,· we 
in all probability fhould not have fur­
rendered. 

Our army being fo furrounded by the 
enemy, no certain intelligence could reach 
the camp; the three confidential [pies 
whom the General had fent, after the acrion 
of the 19th of September, to New-York, 
had not returned; and :Lince the conven­
tion, we have learnt, that one could get 
no farther than Albany, where he was 
obliged to be concealed in a Tory's houfe; 
another had the misfortune to be detected; 
and the third was Captai~ Scott, of our 

VOL. II. D regimen t, 
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regiment, who got fafe into N ew'" York, 
and who was returning with General 
Vaughan's detachment, which, whenop­
portllnity offered, he was to have left, and 
made his way thrO\.lgh- the woods to our 
army. I really am pel:fuaded, for want of 
intelligence that could be, relied on, the 
failure of OUr expedition was cotnpleated ; 
and the honorable terms. whkh have been 
granted were complied with fo readiiy~' be:.. 
caufe General Gates forefaw, if we had 
gained intelligence of any detachment be­
ing fo near, we fuould have maintained our 
ground, i,n all extremities, notwithftand,­
ing his fuperiority of numbers. 

In croffing the river, I had nearly (loft 
my baggage, and thofe in the batteaun had 
a very narrow efcape; about the center 
a :horfe proving very unruly, jumped over, 
and his hind legs hung upon, the fide 
of the biltteaux, at}d very neat"o'verfetlt. 

After 
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After we. had crorred, we purchafed 
fome liquors and' frefh provifions of the 
inhabitants; this purchafe convinced us 
of . the intrinficvalue of the precious ore, 
as the· Americans received 0ur guineas 
with much cordiality, cmd gave us paper 
dollars in lieu, at the rate of nine for a 
guinea. Here I fhould obferve to you, 
that the real value of a guinea is four dol­
lars and two-thirds of a dollar, therefore, 
by this exchange, we got nearly double, 
which fhews how confuierable the diftinc­
tion frill is, notwithftanding their great 
veneration for Independency and Congrefs, 
between gold and paper. 

In this in france we were taught a terron, 
that things, however· trifling of them­
felves, are fometirnes of moment; had we 
t-akena view of the reverfe of our fituation 
at Ticonderoga, we fhould not have fo.· 
greatly defpifed and converted to all man: 
ner of ufes, the many reams of paper 

D 2 dollars 
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dollars t~at were' taken: at thatplace.~ 
'Myfelf, amongmariy 'otheryoungJoldiers, 
experienced the laugh. of the pldveterans, 
,who had carefully faved fevenil ,quires,' in 
cafe' of any reverfe of .fortune, . and: were 

. procuring all manner Of comforts for' no-

thing, 'while we were parting with oUr 
,!;;Umeas. 

I am forry to.; obferve, the reciprocal 
efieell1 tha,t had exifted among all ranks of 
. officers, and the folace ,and comfort they 
afforded each other; : during our trying 

fituation at Saratoga, teemed now to be 
done away; fome_. yvere fo inattentive 
to the dignity of their character, as to 

contend for the d.evoirs· attendant on fupe­

rior rank, ina 1l:ate. of advedity, which,. 
if it does not level all di1l:inB:ion, lhould 
at lea1l: have foftened the hauteur of com­
mand. Conteft fuould have lain dormant, 
and emulation been. confined to evincing 
the politellefs. of the real gentleman~ in a 

fituation 
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fituatiori where acts' ,of humanity and 
frie~d(hip ought confrantly to have con.; 
[pired to irifure the.m6fi perfect harmony. 

As you admire "frank converfation, I in­
dulged' a iliort vein of refl.~ctidn on the 
falfe delicacy ofafpiring too much; but 
we did not embarrafs our. own feelings in 
dw~lIing on that illiberal conduEl:, of 
whic~ the officers; concerned were fo 
quicklY"ailiarned; 'and for which, by the 
decency and decorum.of their future be~ 
havi6ur, they made ample amends, as it 
would therefore have been ungenerous to 
harbour, we unanimouily fuppreIfed every 
idea of refentment. 

All offiCe~, during our, march; had flip­
ped. 'away, ,unperceiveCil, from the main 
body, too Jenfible of 'the' coynefs Gf that 
blindgoddefs,' Fortune, he only requefied 
her l~dyiliip's aid to favour an innocent 
fralJP; . ili.e fmiled propitious; for having 

D 3 gone 
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gone ou before" . and firft reached a fmall 
village, he ,pecl'onated> General Burgoyrie, 

and with, fuch an air of confidence, and 

confequence too, that in fpite of the in­
(}uifitive 'temper of the Americans (parti­
cularly the peafartts i Of New~England)­

their fcruples were' ~tire1y fatisfied, and 
being compleatly outwitted, they ~aUigned 
him the heft quarters~ Upon ourari-ival 
at the place, - after complimenting him 
with hisirigenious device to obtain p1!e­
ferinent, he. relinqui:fued his new <l}gnity 
with a good grace,.rarui;re(ei.vedi us dmp ... 
ping wet, after an uncomfortable march, 
with much hofpitality. 

We were two days in croffin~ the Green 
Mountaihs, which are a part fJf the ehain 
of mc>untains that run tlur()~ghthe wh(;,Ie' 
Continent of Ameri~ more 'commQnly 
known by the name of the Allegany MouFl-' 
tains: the roads acrofs them were almoil:' 
impaffable, and to add ~Q the difficulty, 

when 
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when we had got half over, there came on 
a:.w.e.ry heavy fall of fnow.. After this; it 
is.impallible to ,defcribethe confQ.fion that 
enfuedt ; 'carts breaking down, .o~h~ers ftick­
iug f:ift,jome overfetting, horfes tumbling 
with the~r loads of baggage, men curfing, 
women ihrieking, and children fquaIling ! 
It ,fhould feem·thatI wq.s to encounter 
every lilnpleafant du:ty that ca,n fall to the 
lot. of an .Qfiker, .for thi$ very day I had 
the. haggage guard; exclufive of being 
,over~ ~iili {now, ftl'ld· :riding about after 
-the bat;-men, to keep them together, and 
:to alflfl:·each oi:h\!f, my attel1jtion was di­
recte4, to a (cene; which J did not think it 
peffible human nature co:uld have fup ... 
ported, for: in themidfr of the heavy fnow­
fiorm, :upon a b.aggage~car:t, and nothing to 
fQ.elte.r her from the. inde11}ency of the wea­
ther but a :bit of an old oil!'clQth, a foldier's 

wife was de1iY,er,edoi a chilg" ihe and ~he 
iJ;lfant are bothwell, .and are now at this 

D 4 place. 
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place. It may he {aid, that women who 
follow a camp·', are' of, .fuch a ill,afw .. 

,line nature;they,are'ableJ to . be~r'au 

hardfuips; this woman was quite the ':re.,. 
verfe, 'being fmall, anq' of a very lleliqlte 

qmftitutibl'f; 

; After we had paffed the mountains; :the 

firft townfhip we' cqme to was W~l1iaII)f­
~own, where we foon ~found: 'how choice 

we ought to be of Qur"gQJd, a~"t'he far­
ther we proceeded, we found it oC great~r 
value, the inhabitap,ts: enquiring if 'we 

wanted any paper money, ,'and out-bidding 
each other; at this place'we)got~eighteen 
and twenty, for "a guinea., It was rather 

remarkable, though they:d,tpreoiated,their, 

Congrefs' mohey in 9n~ ,way, they,would 
'not' in another, for we· never:could :get 

them to take our hard money for' any 

article, making an allowanc~ for thr; diJ ... 
ference of exchange. 

The 
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,The . night . before' we came . to thi:s, 

tUWIl) bei~g :quart~redata fmalllog.,.hut. 
1 was· convinced:. in how innocent a view , . - ."-

the Americans look upon that. indelicate 

cuftom they ca~l bundling:. though they 

have remarkable "good feather beds, and 

are extr~lnely neat and clean, frill ~ pre­
ferred my hard, mattrafs, as being ac­

{;uftomed' to '~t; this evening. however. 
owing,tQ.:th~ badnt:fs of tl1e road~, and 

the-weaknefs of my mate, my fervant 
badnQtijrri:y~d with my, baggag~, at the, 

time fur" fttiripg . to refr;. there .being 
only two ·bed~ in .the: hop{e, I enquired 
w 4jch I )VFl,s. tq Ifl~~p in, when the old 

woman r~pli~Q, H Mr ,Enfign';' here I 
.fhouJd opf~fV~to YOll,:that the New Eng­

land pepple a~every iJl.q~i~tive as to the 
.rankyou.havejn,the arm.y ; (·'.Mr. Enfign," 

faysih~, "Our Jop.a~p. and J \Vill' fleep 
~, in this, .anq Qur Jem~IP?- .and youjhall 

~, Deep in .~hat." I wasrnuchafl:oniihed 

~t· [uch a '·propofaI, ·,md offere~ tq .fit up 
all 
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all41ight,>when:Jonathan inim.~diatelyre­
plied, "Oh, la!;;Mr.Enngn, you won't 
" he the fim man our ~ emima has bundled 
C( with,wiU it Jemima?":;,when little 

Jemima, who; by' the bye; w~s: a very 
pretty black~yedgid,ofabou,t; I6,:01" 17; 

arcllly replied,!': 'C No, Father,> ·by· many, 
U but it will be. With. the fir-it: BriJtainer/' 

(the name t'heY· give to· Englifumen.) f In 
this dilemma,' what.e'ol11d I(h·?~the 

:finiling invitatioo' of· pretty Jemima-the 
eye, the tip, th~L:;brd ha'"ri1ercy"wh.ere 
am Igoingto?..:...:.butJwherever I';maJi be 

going to' now, I ,did not :go to bundle with 

her-in the fame rOQtIl widi her father- and. 

mother, my kifid'hijl and hojiejs''too!~ 
thought of th:it:"-I .dl'Oughtef more be­

fides-to ftruggie . .with -the pamOus of'na.:. 
ture; to c1afp Jeni1ma' in my>arms_to~ 

do what? YOll1n afk~why) to do'::"'oo1!hing ! 
for if amid all there temptations, .tlrelovely 

Jemim-a had melted ·into kindhefs; ilie'had 
been an outcaft from the .:wotId--.:-tn;.hed 

with 
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with contempt, abufed by violence, and 
left perhaps to peri!h!-No, Jemima; I 
could have endured all this to have been 
bleffed with you, but it was too vaft a fa­
crifice~ ~ when you was to be victim!­
Suppofe how great the teft of virtue muft 
be, or how cold the American conftitution, 
when this .unacco\:mtable cuftom is in ho[­
pitable repute, and perpetual practice. 

We every morning': look from our 'bar­
racks to the mouth of Bofton harbour. 
hoping to .eatch a look of the .fleet of tr{inf~ 
ports tha,t i~to~onveyus to Engla:nd~ to 

whi§h' place J now tum: . all, my tho.tights~ 
and.inexpecb.tion of Joon :enjoying.your 

friendiliip perfooaHy" I:l'eroain, 

Yours,&c .. 

LET .. 
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CU/Il!tridg(, i,l New BtlgJdtul. 

N~l'.. z 5, I i7!7 ' 

'MY D:e,AR ;FRIEND, 

a N our maich to this plac~, w-e!V.,ero 
, fullyconvirtcedwhat powerful levies, 

the New England, {bites are ca.pabie; of 
furnifhing; for exc1ufive of thofe 'that 
had joined Gates)' and were ma!1:'l\ed:to the 
fouthward, every town we pilled through 
was raifing two or three companies, to 
join General Wafhington's army. 

The wants ,and miferies of the inha­
bitants in general are inconceivable, even 

to 
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to the conveniences oLlife, yet 'you would 
.~ furprized' with ~h:it chearfulnefS,they 
bend to: th.em; toobta~l1; that idol:' Imle­
pendertcy.. 111' lnimy 'poor: habitations. they 

have, :pa,t:tedt with, one' of their .blankets, 

w hei'e ;they j had only tWb,to fupplytheir 

foldiers, and although the interior part of 
there ftates have not been the feat of war, 
yet -therliftreif~S'x>f: the" inhabitahts" are 
equall ji .as i great as~ if.itJiad. 

. They', have ,ill this, 1?roV'ince~ among 
martyr qt;lWrimilitaty jnftitutions,. one· of 

a fingular.nature, that' of"nUflute.i.men', [0 

named, as ·they are in conftant readinefs 
at the firfi:' fummons of their officers, to 

marcll ata minute's warning; they are 
compofed of the moil: aaive and expert 

of the militia, and as an eneouragement 
to hold themfe1ves always prepared to 

march, they are promifed never to go out 
.of the pmvince, but only tooppofe i\ny 

enemy that appears f;ither upqn their.coaft 
or 
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or frontiers. Thefe ftates can, in' the 

cotl-rfe of a few days.) . form art army ~f 
{omit thohlands; 'their conduCt ' in affem­

bling. at . the ikirmifh at -Lexington and 

Concord, and annoying. the Kinis_troops 

in their return:· to . Brjfton; fully. j uftifies 
their 'appellation. 

If the :otbIei provinces: enter:as heartily 
into the caufe ofrebdlion. I am.aiI,"aid we 
fuall find it a very difficult taik to fubdue 
them s for ,exd!lfive ot all the' various 
modes,o£ .furnifhing men and,fupplies, it 
is in, there prQvinces, . in fome meafure~ 
become a, religious. caufe, in which the. 
people being enthufiafts, their clergy art­
fully increafe a warlike fpirit among their 
flock. 

One of them,. :in my hearing, firmly 
afferted, , that. rewards were prepared in 

Heaven for thofe who fell in the prefent 
conteft,..MMaYoringto imprefs them with 

an 
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an idea of the realneceffity of the war, 
as the defence of religious liberty: this 
was, a man: predous and prevailing argu­
ment to delude th~ ignorant; he infinu­
ated that _the Roman Catholic religion 
was ,to be introduced, artfullymehtioned 
the ~ebec-aCt, ann. after pretending that 
he had been vifited by the Supreme Being 

in vHions, aIfur.ed them' thofe only would 
be ,accepted in Heaven, .who fhould~ feal 
their~iv.es ill forighteous a caufe with their 
blood:T 

Simi:1e.r doCtrine is doubtlefs made ufe of 
by their clergy in· general. Stratagems. 
under thedifguifed veil of fanruty and re­
ligion, are conftantly formed to enereafe 
our mutual animofities, for men buoyed 
lip with fuch, affurances of Heaven, will 

fight to defperation.. In all religi9us con­
tefts, we find an unexampled bravery that 
noda:ngers· dilconcert, and a firm conftancy 

that no force can withftand. 

In 
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In our way. hither we paffed through a 
fmall:neat town, 'called Worceft€r, where 
I met a~cidentally with one' oL the: Com.,; 
mt"ttee-men, who-was upon the examination 
of a poor fellow", fent .from our ,;army to 

General Clin~on, and who very'impru­
dently fwallowed the filver egg tha:t .can· 
tained the meffage: to the :Ceneral~ .in 'the 
prefence of thore who: took . him (priwner: 
after tormenting. the poor' fellow . witH 

emetics and purgatives till he difcharged.it, 
tIley immediately hung him up. The egg 
was opened, and the paper taken out, on 
which ,vas wi'itten," Nous Y '1.::;ici, here 'We 

are, nothing between us but Gates." : The 
Committee-me7Z. !tared. at each other, .ob­
[erving, it contained no intelligence· that 
could.be of fervice ; one of them, however, 
refleB:ed, that noltS y ~Joici was French, and 
that might contain a good deal. None of 
them underilanding a word of that lan­
guage,they fent to the jai1.for a paorCa­

I1adian, who was a·prifon.cf, to tranflateit 

for 
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for them: he informed them it meant 
here we are, but as that was in Englifh, 
they would not credit it. At laft one very 
fagacioufly obferved, that it certainly was 
fomepriva~e mark, or correfpondence be­
tween the two Generals, and as none of 
them had much military knowledge, it was 
thought proper to fend it to General. 
Wafhington, who certainly would under­
frand it better. 

As we paired from this town, at a fmall 
village there were affembled a great con­
courfe of people to fee us march, who 
were very curious, forne ·lifting up their 
hands and praying to Heaven, fome ad­
miring the foldiers, others looking with 
aQ:onifhment; but among the croud ftood 
foremofl: an old woman, who appeared to 
be near an hundred, upon whom your old 
friend, Lieutenant M'Neil, of the 9th re­
giment, thought to be a little witty, in 
which, however, he was fairly worfted: 

. VOL. II. E as 



50 INTERIOR TRAv:ELS 

as this old woman attraCted the notice 
of everyone, when he paffed,he fa-id to 
her, "So, you old jool,you< mlffl 'Come 'and Jee 
" the lions;" but with great archners {he 

replied, "Lions! lio'lZS'" J declare ,IZOW 1 
" thinkyo'w lobkm(Jre like lambs!" 

The' lower cla:fs 'of thefe Yankees­
apropos, itma.y not be a~nif5 hel'e jufl: to 
obferve to you the etymology of this term : 
it is derived from a Cherokee word, eankke, 

whi2rr fignifies coward .and 'flave. This 
epithet of yankee was .beftowed upon the 
inhabitants of New England by the Vir­
ginians, for not affifting them in a' war 
with the Cherokees,' and they have ahvays 
been held<in~derifion by it. Butthe name 
has been more ,prevalent fince the <:om­
rnencem~nt of hoftilities; the foldiery at 
'Bofton ufed it as a term of reproach; but 
after the affair of Bunker's Hill, the Ame­
ricans .gloried in it. Yankey-doodle, is nbW 
their prean, a.favorite of favoritCG, -played 

111 
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in their I~niy, eftiee~€d as war~:ke ,as the 
Grenadier's lVlarch-:-it is the· loyer's {pdl, 
the nurfe's lullaby. after otL1' rapid fnc­
<:clfes.; ·we held the Yankees in great c9n~ 
teinpt; but it was not a little mortifying 

to hear them play this tune., when 1lheir 
army marched. down t9 our funend;er. 

The lower ,cla,[s .'of.the Newi£ngJ~nders 
are impertinently ,c\lrious :md :~n<iluifitive; 
at a houfe where Lord Napier yvas quar,.. 
tereel, witb. other ,officers, a ,num?er of 
the .inhabitants fl9C~d to fee a Lord, ima­
,gining he .mufrb~ fomething more than 
man: they.were continually lqokirtg in at 
the window, ap.d peeping. at. ,the room 
door; . {ayii1g, I wonder which· is . the 
Lord! at laft four womeJ;1, i~itimate 

friends of the landlord, got into the room; 
when one of them with a twang, peculiar 
t~tbe New Englanders faid, "I hear you 
" :havegot a :Lord among YOll, pray now 
" which may he be?" When his Lord-

Ez {hip, 
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fhip, who, by the bye, was all over mire,' 
and fcarcely dry from the heavy rain that 
had fallen during the day's march, whif­
pered your friend Kemmis~ of the 9th regi­
ment, whofe turn for wit and joculatity 
you are well acquainted with, to have a 
little mirth with them. He accordingly 
got up, and pointing to his Lordfhip, in 
a voice and manner as if he was Herald at 
Arms, informed them, that" that was 

" the Right Hon. Fancis Lord Napier, of 
" &c. &c. &c." going through all his 
Lordfhip's titles, with a whole catalogue of 
additions: after h~ had finifhed, the wo­
men looked very attentively at his Lord­
fhip, and whilft he and the other officers 
were laughing at the adroitnefs of Kem­
mis, the women got up, and one of them 
lifting up her hands and eyes to Heaven, 
with great aftonifhment, exclaimed, "Well, 
" for my part, if that be a Lord, I never 
" defire to fee any other Lord but the 

" Lord 
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" Lord Jehovah)" and inftantly left the 
room. 

We were efcorted on our march by the 
brigade of a General Brickett; he was 

. very civil, and often ufed to ride by the 
fide of the officers, to converfe· with 
them. One day, as he was jogging along 
with our friend Sone, he complained to 
the General, that he was very uncomfort­
able in fuch wet weather and bad roads, 
for want of a pair of boot~, and th~t thofe 
he had, with all his baggage, were taken 
.in a batteaux; when the General faid, he 
would f~ll him thofe he h~d on. Sone 
was rather furprifed at the offer of the 
J3i'igadier General, and afked him how 
many paper dollars he would take; the 
General told him he would only part with 
them for gold.; when Sone offered him a 
guinea for them; the General inftantly 
.got off his horfe, and after he had taken 

E 3 a pair 
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a: pair of {hoes out of his [addle-bags, was' 
proceeding to pull off his boots;. Sone 

told him there was no fucn. hurry, it 
would do when they arrived at the end of 
the da:)f's march: H\f reptied, he iliould 
110t be long in pulling them off, and he 
had got a pair of country boots to put on" 
which are pieces of doth folded round the 
leg, and tied at the knee and anele.­
Upon being requefted to defer it till we 
got iato quarters, he mounted his horfe, 
i'ode forwards, and on our halt diligently 
fearched out for Sone, when he compleat­
ed his bargain, and parted with his boots .. 
So much for an American Br£gadz'rfr­
Gmeral! 

N otwithfcinding they' are difpleafed 
with our Government, they are not fo 
with ~ur guineas, and' although they are 
fighting for independency, they place very 
littkdependenct: upan paper.;..money; for 

however 
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how<:;ver martial they ~re at preient, frill 
they have an eye to . traffic and merchan­

dize j wheat a weak ftate the COllgre[s mull: 

be i,n, when. thofe who are fighting for its 
fupport are depreciating its credit. I am 
confident that the majority of the Ame­
ricans are ignorant as to the cau[e of the 
conteft, and what aro[e from the faCtious 
views of a few de~gning men, exprefiing 
a di[plea[ure to our Government, is now 
converted into rancor and national hatred. 
If I might be allowed to give ~y political 
opinion, there appears to me nothing fo 
clear, as that the true interell of America 
is to live in perfeCt harmony with Great­
Britain, for it is evident to the obfer­
vation of every one,' that the colonies 
re~ped great adv·antages when the union 

fubiiited; they have feverely felt, and 
at this moment continue to feel, the bad 

effeCts of being at variance. 

That 
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That they may be fubdued, and an union 
formed upon the moil: permanent bafis, 
for the intereft of both countries, will, I 
think, coincide with your fentiments, as 
it does with thofe of 

Your's, &c. 

LET-
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LET T E R XLVII. 

MY DEAR FRIENP, 

CamiJridge, in Ne'W Eng/and, 

No'V. JfJ1h l777· 

THE laft town we left, before our 
arrival at this place, ~as Weft own , 

where we found the moft convenient inn 
of any on the road, it is equal to moft in 
England, the rooms commodious, provi­
fions good, and fervants attentive; above 
all, the landlord is a friend to our Go­
vernment, and like all of that defcription, 
has been much perfecuted. He was not 
without his apprehenfions of being fent to 
prifon for attentions fhewn to the officers 

who 
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who :fropped at his houfe, w~ich was 

nothing more than the common civility 

he {hewed to all his guefrs: in ihort, he 

was deemed by the American~ a. rank 

Tory. 

The tpmt or vy l11g ana lory IS as pre­

dominant in America, as it was in Eng­

land fome years back; perhaps you may 

not have troubled yourfelf as to the u7Zde 

deri'vatu;- of thefe two words, you will 
therefore pardon my explaining them: 

'(ory, originally, was a name given to the 

wild Iriili robbers" ,who favored the m~f­
facre of the Irili P roteHants, in I 64 I ,; 

it was afterwards applied to all enormous 

high-fliers of the Church. Whig wa.> a 
ludicrous name, firft allotted to the COUl").­

try-field devotion-meeting, whofe ordinary 

driilk w.as whig, or whey of coagulated 

four milk: it was aftenvards applied to 

thofe who were againft the Court,llltrn;eil:, 

in the reigns of Charles II. and J~mes II. 

and 
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and for the Court, in the reigns of King 

William ahd King George; the Americans 

apply them quite the reverfe. 

Our march from Weftown to this place 

was the moil: unpleafant of any, as it 
rained inceifantly, and we reached the 

barracks on ProfpecrHill very . late in the 

evening, which were unfortunately in the 

·worft condition imaginable for the recep­

tion of troops, being fo much out of re­
pair, that we fuffered fevere1y from the 
inclemency of the weather; the barracks 

were, in faa, bare of every thing; no 

wood, and a prodigious fcarcity of fuel, 

infomuch, that we were obliged to cut 

down theJafters of our room to dry our­

felves. 

The method of ·qua-rtering was dread­

fully inconvenient, fix officers in a room 

nqt twelve feet fquare, permiffion was 
denied us to accommodate dutfelves with 

rooms 
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rooms in this town, till General Burgoyne 
arrived, and reprefented our fituation to 

the Council at Boft~n, when it was reluct­
antly granted. We laboured under many 
(,liftreffes and difficulties; every fpecies of 
provifions was very dear, and to add to 
our misfortune, could hardly be procured 
for money. You do not, I believe, in 
England, rank mille in the catalogue .of 
luxuries, yet we were obliged, ourfeh;es) 
to traverfe a deep [now for a full mile, to 
get a fmall quan,tity for our breakfafts, 

as our fervants were not permitted to pafs 
the- centinels 

It was underftood at the convention~ 

that the troops were to be ftationed on, 
ProfpeB: and Winter Hills, and the officers 

- were to be quartered in Bofton, _and the 
neighbouring towns. On this fuppofi­
tion forne of the officers had puihed for­
ward and got into Bofton, but were Im­
mediately ordered out. 

At 
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At· prefent, the army is difpofed of in 
the following manner: the Englifh troops 
upon ProfpeEt Hill, and the German upon 
Winter Hill; the officers have the towns 
<>f Cambridge, Myftic, and Watertown. 
to quarter themfelves, and a parole of 

about ten miles in circumference; hut to 

preferve order and regularity among the 
troops, three officers of each regiment 
conftantly refide in the barracks. 

It is no little mortification that I can­
not vifitBofton, for it is the fecond.city 
in America, and the grand emp(JTium if 
refle/lion; but our parole excludes us from 
it: what makes the mortification frill 
greater is, that we can go as far as the 

ferry at Charles-town, and are debarred 

croiling it. 

By an officer who has joined the army 
from Albany, I am informed, that Lady 
Harriet Ackland, after {he quitted our 

army~ 
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army ,experienced great diffi~tdties, bef.9re 
fhe arrived at that ,c~ty, the night ,being 

far advanced before the boat reached the 

enemy's out-pofts, and the cel1tinel would 

\lot let it pafs, nor even co~e' on Jhore, 
notwithftanding -thy Chaplain that~~~{)m-. -

panied her offered the flag of truce, and 
reprefented the ,{tate of, her' L~dy{hip. 

The guard, from apprehenfi.ons of tftfach­
ery,' and punCtilious to orders, threaten­
ed to fire into the boat if it ftirred be­

fore day-light. What muft have been 
her anxiety and fufferings, when protraCt­
ed for [even or eight hours, without cover­
ing to ilielter from the inclemency (jf the 
night air, and uncertain what her h\1[­
band'sfituation might be,h{)r , refl;exlons 
during the long, dark, cold hours~ could 
not imprefs her with any favorable fenti­
ments of the treatment {he was to expeCt~ 
from this'firft reception. When day-light 
appeared they were fuffered to land, and 
conduCted.to General Gates, who, with 

that 
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that hum:mity f.(j)f which be~ is fo c<thfpi­

cuous, ~eceived and acC"onimadatcid her 

with that refpect and attention. her rank 

and merit defer-yeo. 

When you trace her through thev.arious 

trying fcencsfince her arrival' in Aimerica, 

fue1t.fl.uds:foith an example of female ex­

Celle}lCe-an example of patience, 1uffer­

ing'and fortHude,exhibiting am. iriterefting 

l~iaure of that fpirit of eii.terprize und dif­

trers, you"meet within rnmance,realized. 

and conducted uponthat;difcipline of duty 

and chailenefs of principle, which ihould 

ever be attendant on connubial love. How 

little the, female fraine can be capable of 

fupporting, .delicate to a degree as hers is~ 
Juchextrell1e diitrefs! yet ihe foared above 

it, and forgot the weaknefs of the woman 

in the fondnefs'of the wife. 

'\IVe, have had feveral difputes with the 

'Committee-men, relative to travelling an a 

Sunday, 
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Sund!ty, in time of fervice; fome officers 
have been taken up and confined, which 
has occafioned the General's interference. 
Weare now permitted to affemble at the 
barracks, and attend religious duties. The 
feleB: men wiihed to be as rigid with us as 
with the inhabitants, any of whom that 
are feen in the fireets, during divine 
fervice, are rompelled to go to fome place 
of worihip. Whoever fhall be . caught 
carrying a bundle is committed to prifon, 
for the fpirit of puritanifm is as prevalent 
now in thefe thtes, as it was on their firft 
fettlement. 

The ·eftablifhed religion here, as in all 
the other provinces of New-England, is 
that of the Congregationalifts, a religion 
different only in fome trifling articles' to 
that of the Prdbyterians; there were great 
numbers of other perfuafions, particularly 
of the Church of England, and at this 
pIace there is a church erected within fight 

of 
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of cbI~va;rd College, the femil1ary of :thefe 
CongregationaEfis; .. ' this gave them much 

offence; ,as they-:confiqeredit a fatalll:roke 

lev~H~cl a,t their reljgion. ilUp~m -this ac­
coun:t,~· before. hoJlUiti~ ~pml11ence~" they 
pet[ecuted the minifter; w1.to! was the' Rev. 

~ , 

Dr; Apth9rpe, now ReB::or of Croydon, 
obliged him to refign: his cure-and ,quit the 
<:01p,ny; ,but fin<:e i the~ :war, not qnly this 

chl1rch,b~t everrone over: the: province 

is Ihut up, ,nor- wili "the in:h~itant$,f1Jffcr 
any othW, religiop b,ut the Congrega~ion:.. 
alifts; _ *ey~ wer:e happy toJei~~ ~he,op­
portunityoffu~prc(Iing r th,e ~hur~h of 
England,: as.it: w~s~,gilining ground very 
faft, 'and th,erefQre obj~a~d: t~ ~~on the 

ground 0'£ prayin.g.for the King and Royal 
Family. S'ome minifrers offered to onUt 

that: paIt, but to1eratipn is n~ part of 
their creed, and they. wers: happy to feize 

fo favourable an occafion to cruIh it. - ~... '. . , 

VOL. II. F Bef<1re 
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\ Before 'the tonUllenCeill6nt ()f the ,war, 

Arts and Sciences :were makIng great pro­
grefs ifl thefe frates. Iwthis town there 
is eretted an Univerfity:' the firft ever raifed 
in A~rica-; . it is a n~tbriCk building, 
contairtiflg: lhree Jirans' {Goy the cla1f€s~ 
a room foi· natural c:{wiofities, another­
for· illft;rUments of . ~fttOnomy and mathe­
matic~,. and:3 gaUei1Jwberef€>rmerIy Was 

a v~ry>';'$l:uabl€ . library" 'but~ when this 
placeiwas:the ~ad:'qtiartets 'oLGeneral 
Wafuingtoll3' -the librarj~ :;ai: well as the 

iriftrrt-merit-si-.iand other' articles welle re .. 
inowd~:j:ln·which;· niany·were 10ft and 
more rdamaged; l tHofe'that;r-enIain of the 
handfome callea;on:rareve~y few; adjoin­
in"?; to the ;c<.>Uege is a neat ·chapel.( 

;The Ptefia~ht{)f this ,Univetfity- is a 

Mr. WiHard~ and'there are only a [mall 
number ()f'frtidents at prefent, not exceed­
ing.twenty, the youth of America ftudying 
taaic~-in preference tothe more ehlight~n-

mg 



THROUGH AME'RICA~ 67 

ing' fciences. This Dniverfity has. been 
founded nea~ an hundred years, arid altho' 
ids not onaperfeCl plan. has produced a 
number of men of genius. It was much 
encouraged in its infancy, by many perrons 
at home, partictdarly a Mr. Hollis, who 
founC!led the profeifodhip for the mathe­
maties 'and natural philofophy, and many 
other benefaCtions, nearly to the altlount 
of 50001. . Neither the profeffors or fru ... 

dents refide in the Univerfity; the former 
liv~ in their own houfes, and the latter 
board in the town. 

The town of Cambridge is about fi~ 

miles from Bofron, and was the country 
refidence of the gentry of that city; there 
are a number of fine houtes in it going to 
decay, belonging to the Loyalifrs. The 
town mua . have been extremely pleafant, 
but its beauty is much defaced, being now 
only an arfenal for military frores, and YOll 

may fuppofe it is no agreeable circumfrance, 
F 2 every 
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every tim~ \-ye 'walk out,: to be .r.ernitl.dtd: of 

our fituatiQIl,.ip.: heholding ·the: ar.t!illery 
and atl1mt1Jlition; waggonsthat,wereJtakel1 
with.ou.r, arn'ly. 

;The~c}[ahtC1!ef of the Mihai>'t~b.ts of,ihis 
province ~is ~iIi1proyecl beyond the:' defcrip­
tioll that out. 'uncle 13.;.. gave. us of them, 

. when he'qtiitte<i this:'¢olJntry, thirty years 

ago; but.::Puritanifmand a fpirit of perfe­

cution' ai:e 'liot~yet tbtally e·xtinguifhed. 

The r geritry of both· ·fexes are h0fpitable 

and good-natured, with· an air of civility 

in their behaviour, but confirained by 
formality. and pn!cifend"s; even the 'wo": 

men, thol1gh' efffiilefsof carriage is pe­

'culiady charaCteriftic to· their· nature,ap­
peat here with rnuch~ftiffnefs arid refer.ve·: 
they' are 'formed by'fymrnetry, handfomc, 
and ·have.delicate complexions; the men 

are taU, thin, and_generally long-vifaged; 
both' fexes have univerfally, =artd even pro­
verbially,. bad teeth," which mull: prQbably 

be 
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'pe. oocidid>ned by their eating: fO~~lJth mo.;. 

lanesj making ufeof"it "'iltall meals, and 

even eati:n~itwith,.grea.fy-p6rk. 

,. ~0n.ve~{ing o!le:,day with a Virgirtla: -offi­
cer f.rruati.ve-, to ·the:-curioiity-of the ~ew 

Ertglanders, he.told me; that. finding he 

never could .procure any refrefhment for 
himfeif or horfe, _till after' he anfwered' all 

their ·queftions, ~:flrid" tr~y had compared 
them with' their: in!Ol:rriation, he :'i:tdopt~ 

ed the folloWing mode tb avoid the~r in­
quifitivede1ays: Whenever he travelled 
from his • OV'Jll . ~rovipci to: 'Boiton;' and 

alighted at an ordinary, (the name given 

to inns in America, ,and fom~ jufi:ly merit 

that title ):'the ft1after or mifr,refs, and other 
company in the houf~ affembled at the 

door, and he began in this manner" ...... 
" Worthy people, i am Mr. * * *, of Vir .. 
" ginia, by trade a tobacco-planter, and a 
~'bachelor~ have fame friends at Botton, 

4' whom I am going to viiit, my fray will be 

F 3 ihort, 
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" {hort,. when I £hall return and follow, my 
" bufinefs, asa prnuent man ought tQdd~ 
" This is all I ,know 9f :myfelf~ and all,I 
" canpoffibly inform you. I have no 
(C new;s;and now" having told you"''-'eJery 
<c thing"have compaffiori.:upon meimd my 
1<' horfe, and give us foi:tl;e refrdhment." , 

Intelligence being brdught methatfome 
{hips arefeen inthfl offing of Boftonhar­
boqr, I am hafteningj:o Profpea"hiU, to fee 
if they are thofe that will be the' means of 
conveying me to the fight of my worthy 
friel1,d~ and that tileY may be i~the willi of 

y 9urs~ ,&;c. 

LET-
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r'~ E l' TE R XLVIII. 

r.IY DEAR. FRIEND .. 

f:af1!hridge. if!Nef;p Englatid.J 
• Dec, <}, 1777. 

D"~ ,EPRIVE.D:01 the privi!ege to vifit 
.. -Bofton.ilt-lH from th€ VIew that We 

have oiit f(GIn"oRr b~tYracks:l oli Profpea 
Bitl, I am enabled fogive 1QU :t,d~f¢ription: 

of 'its 4itua·tion; for, its iilferiol' :patts, 
palke., ~nd govedlluent, . you '. mufl: ,be re.:. 
{-er.red to thore autnOlis WhQ-Il3tVe llefcrib.oi­
ed them. 

" 'Boftcin is ntuated ·0.11 a ,peninfula of 

abbut: four 'inile~ in}ength, 'at the ,bottbrn 

F 4- of 
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of the bay of l\1afi"ach':!fett's, which reaches 

eight or ten miles within land; the open­

ing of the bay appears to be iheltered from 

the impetilofity of t~ waves~' by, a 'num~ 
ber of rocks, which appear above water, 

and by feveral l{lands, moil: of which are 

inhabite-d~!whofefituation is fuch, that they 

will not admIt of more than three or four 

:£hips to enter at the fame tim!;. 

Nature herfelf too teems to have provid ... 

ed for the fafety of the city, for upon this 

'narrqw " chanJ;'1el thery, i~ rap. ,it1911~kIR 
when fortified, 1l0' 'thip iC!lin pa'~l i~: ~ 
~mporta)1t,pp:iLwas '&otirely;- ~neg1~d 

tiU tIu: ie.!.J.d;of :the;Jl~ fCJ:.ntury; wl1~n'a. 
reglll11r · .citadel~ llamed. F ortWillifct.~ iwas 

erected .on Lit, ',dt(fended.,bYJ a, ib.undbcq 
pi~ces 'of ,cannon, .ofthe largi::!frofizbJanil 
extremely well placed; When OlJ~Ps 

eV<lCuated Bofron~ . they demoliihed the 
fortiticatiOJls~l,wruch',l'endered ,the ,.~ity 
liable tam,attack by fea," theref4>I:e; the 

principal 
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prin,:cdpal· ,obTea~ of the N.ew·Engfunders 

WlaS t..o ,put Bofton' and this.iflat;cbin fuch 

~ irate of_defence; as ;to:prevent- i~ falling 
again' into riur' poffefIian; Arid, fQ' illd~fa~ 
tigabl~ were they . in this ·.bulin~fs)' ,th'~t 

every able-bdclied· citizen allotted ~t;v/ij days 

in a we~io-the more :fpeedily:to·-con~lUde 

it, as they,·were nQt ~ithouLtheir ap-pr~~ 
h~nfions, : that ,when the, fleet ~and: army 

Wfre·.rein:fQlced 't~y"wQuJd return·; Wl13E 

impr!!If~lLtbem fQ. itI;Q~gly'with this 'id~ 
w.as.the A~<>litiono.fJhe workst. 

~out ~a::tleague fro~ . this ifiand; i near 

tlle It1Quth of the harbour-,-· t~,~.rejs.a:high 
light .liQufei the.· fignab .frotn, which' are 
perq~i,y~able .at .Bolton,: where. fhere ~are 

beae()ns,a~ weJ.l as .1lpon moil:. of the 

heights:. ~l(mg fhe CO(\11:; Jo~) fpread the 
alarm to the inland countries of an ene­

my's approach. Except when a very thick 

fog preyails, at' which tim~ fome £hips 
might. flip '. in amongft. thtf ii1ands, the 

town 
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town,Jags.iIways five or )fI± hernrkt6,pre...; 
par-e fOr ,- tht! .i-yceptiol1; of ,anerrerqy.;t and 
in the iPa(:eof:,!fonE.o.anm...~1' hoursj 
t11fi)Jcimraiiefe~eraliho~furub; of Inilitia. 

If :~ver"\ a fleet ,of fonts lhQuld1tre ahteto 
pafs Fort' WiUialU,lt \l>o:u1df-:t>er; effec­

tually ,ftopt _by. tq.e itOOlllg- ribattmes tne 
Americans have mfed, both totlie fl'0rth 
and - fauth -,of me tpwrr, 1.whi<;ly,;conl­
mand the b3y entirely.; !the-,haiioom--ap­

pe{{fS [0 fpa~i-ous). 'that it-twm aam.!t offix 
or feven hundredvieifels'~c~g·~fafe1y 
and commodiollfly. I am informed, on 
that fide of~the'city dilit faces:tlre harbOur, 

there is a ven; IIUlgnifuint pier 'Which ex~ 
tends [0 far into :the rea, as to -.Mmit ,1,>t 
fuips unloading their cargoes, witho'fit the 
affiftance of fmall" craft, from whence they 

are depofited in war~haufes, ,ran'lted'alonr! 
this pier. 

Oppofite to the northern part of the 
peninfula on which Bofton it-andS, are the 

remams 
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remains of Chades;{own, w ruch had _the 

{arne conneCtion with Bofrbn as the -Bo­

.rolJgh: has with the. city of Londop; the 

river tha.t--Pivide~. the two is bot much 
wIder -than th~ _Thame~, -~nd it appears 
rather fnigp-lar, that the inhabitants never 
erected a bridge, as .it wOllld. have greatly 
contributed to the' prQfperity of both, e[pe­
ciaUy ,as. it:: was the :d'ireGt ~~trance from 
th~ inland towns into Bofron, Vnlefs you 
crQf~ th~J£ert'y--? Y0l;l bave to ma~e a cir':' 
CUttr: of; -f~v(!ral :rp.iles, ov~r fwamps and 
lP.oraffes,. from this place to Boilon, which 
is,pnly two miles in a direCt line; no 
doub~;_ ~ the Americans are become fo 
~xpert in making bridges acrofs rivers of 
greater width than this, they will, when 
the contell is, end¥d) erea one; for what 
was formerly either through indolence or 
individtlal concerns confidered as impofii.,. 
bilities and arduous undertakings, will 
now -be thought matters eafily accom~ 

plifhed. 
Neal' 



Nmuf ttbitthq r.emal1is~ of ctUlrla;~ciwn is 

-that £1h1ous:1pot: Wfiwerfo' -innohJ blmoa 
J.vas, fpilt~ah& fO,in~ brave aruindflauli, 
BUTlileriNH;O, u;~d1icirli",'<ilb[rifarjbt" a-lme­
mente, to iBbitiih, Co:m.rilli:nc:leJts ,ftagainfV ,atN 

tacking 'workS with: fuch terlre~1j., '1Witlr:. 
out a fU'fficieritcinfol:mQ.~iorL~as to t~ir 
confirrifritm, ,,.and;·holding .an--enemy in 

too great contempt; ilutin -this il.11YanCe 
it was in, fome meafure umtv0iaable,~ for 
had the Ameticali.S· fecl1r.e~;:..ih%'1!j pof-!:; 

Bofton woold -ha~e ,been' U:rH'{?t1~bl~,) a'fi, It 

is a high' ground that: overloob· and1€'E11W 

m..'lnds the whole town, the only'r~.~ 
that appears to have been commlftedrwas 
at :firft. not endeavouring totllril~theiF 

nank (wbich proved the meansbf- driv­
ing them from their works) infteadof 
attacking them in the front. The·only 
motive that could lead to the mode of at­

tack that was adopted, mU1t have 'been 

upon a fuppofition that it wa3 impoffible, 
in fuch a [man [pace of time, t~ erect 

any 
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any works, but what' might ea:fi:ly be de­

moliihedby the artillery, andcarl'ied by 
frorm: . 'Certainly our troops wel;e much' 

annoyed by the Americans from Charles­

town i and if it had lwt: been for the Ge­
neral's unwillingne& to deft roy . it, . the 

enemy might eafily'i have been .dii1odged, 

in which caie, the ~ weaknefs of their 

flank would have, been ,difcovered, and fa 
many lives would not have been loft in 

attacking them ; their indufiry, diligence 

and fUence'in confirtlCt:ing the works, 

whichconfifred 'of a [mall redoubt and 

ftrong intrenchment," reaching near half 

a mile 'down to the rIver 'Myfric, isincre­
dible. " I cannot conceive how the im­

portance of this poft 1110uld efcape the 

vigilance of our Generals, as tlie fafety of 

Bofton depended entirely on our having 

poifeffion of it. 

The beft defcription that I can pollibly 

give you as to the engagement, is what I 
gathered 
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gathered from Captain Drew, wl1Qill htlet 
with at Cork, who, in that aCtion, was 
wounded-in feveralparts of the body'; and, 
uotwithftanding fcarccly reco~ered from 
his wounds, was going· out to join· his 
regiment. He acknowledged himfelf to 
have never been witnefs to fuch a kene of 
carnage and flaughter; .and; ill. addition 
to the inceifant roar of cannon, difcharge 
of mufquetry, and the groans of the 
wounded and dying, there were great ex­
plofiolls from the burning of the town, 
from which afcended a large column of 
~lack fmoke; in {hort, it was fuch a fcene 
as cannot be defcribed, nor, can anyone 
form the l~aft idea of it, but thofe, who 
were prefent. What muft have been the 
feelings . of the Generals and troops in 
Bofton, who were fpeaators of. this dread­
ful carnage, without participating? The 
behaviour of the Britifu troops, was truly 
charaCteriftic of that valour and intrepidity 
that is allowed by all nations. But the 

reception 
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receptipn 1:hey met 'w~tI:ft~m there en­
trenchments" and the··e;xecution;,: 'which 
was t~ib~e, . ,vas fufficient to ftagg.er the 
brave:ft troops ~for full half an hour~ 

the fire poured d'own upon them like a 
ftream';· many ok! veterans declared, that, 
fEir the time it lailed> it was the hotteft and 
moil: bloOdy engagement they. ever 'remem.,. 
bered. 

We are anxioufiy expeaing the veHeIs, 
as oudituation is not 0111y very unpleafant 

but dangerous, bo!h to officers and fol­
diefis;, the latter of whom are in conti­

nal broils with the American guards, whi-ch . 
are compofed of militia, who not being 

under very great difcipline, not only in­
fringe their orders, which perhaps they do 

not comprehend, or elfe ufe their authority 

as they think proper; they have received 

orders not to let any officer pars without 

his- fide arms, and as many of them left 

their baggage in Canada, others loft them 
with 
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with thtlr baggage, during the campaign1 
this ignorant people' will not let.· anyone 
pats' wi!bout a fWord,-drawling' 'outj " I 
" [we~r:now you {han't pars, beCil.ufe-you 

" have 110t got a [word;" at tJIe fame 
time: ftupid fools, they might· perc~ive by 
"our cloathsand bayonets that we were of­

ficers. Much altercation has eh[ued, to 
remedy which, the officers had paffports 
figned by General Heath; but this did 
not avail, as' very few of the centineIs could 
read. At la,ft it 'was ordered, that any 

officer who wanted to pafs the centineIs, 
was to go to theAmerican guard, where the· 
officer :fhould fend a [oldier to pafs himj; 
this did not altogether remedy the evil, as 
many of the officers could not make out 
the pa:ffport. 

When I defcribe to you the troops, you 
will not fo much wonder at thefeembar­
railments, In marching the party to relief, 
you ",ill fee an old man of 1ixty,and a 

boy 
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boy of fixteen; a black and an old decre­

pit man, lirriping by his fide; moO: of 
them wear great btdhy wigs; in {hort, 

they would be a ful~jeEt for t-he pencil of 

Hogarth; but, egad, they are ready enough 

in prefenting their pieces, and if a foldier 

comes the leaft near them they level at 

him, and fay. "I [wear now, if you at­

tempt to pafs, I'll blaze at you." 

. 
The foldiers' wives are allowed to pars 

the centinels; but the other day a moil 

ludicrous circumftc.nce took place, by the 

obftinacy of an old man upon guard. He 
would not permit a woman, who was a 

true campaigner to go beyo~ld him, great 

altercation en[ued, in which the lady dif­
played much of the Billingfgate oratoi")', 

when the old man was fa irritated as to 

pre[ent his firelock; the woman imme­

diately ran up, fnatched it from him, 
knocked him down, and ftriding 'WeT the· 
proftrate hero, in the exultation of tri-

G umph 
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umph, profufely befprinkled him, not with 
. Olympian dew, but that which is efteemed 

as emollient to the complexion-and 'faith, 

fomething more natural-nor did fhe quit 
her poft, till a file of fturdy ragamuffins 
marched valiantly to his relief, difpoffeffed 

the Ama~on, and enabled the knight o~ 
the grifly caxon to look fierce, and re­
ihoulder his mu[quet. 

The Winter is now [etting in, and as . 
the coafting of the tranfports from New 
York to Bofton is attended with delay 
and danger, on account of the ftrong 
winds that blow at this feafon upon the 
coaft, General Burgoyne has made appli­
cation to Congrcfs for~hc troops to march 
tc Providence, and to embark at Rhode 
Ifland. We are now anxioufly waiting 
for an an[wer; that it may ioon arrive is 
the ardent wifh of 

Yours, &c. 
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LET T E R XLIX. 

MY DEAR FJt!END, 

Camhridge, in Ne'W Eng/anI. 
lan. 19th 1777. 

I T is impoffible to defcribe with what a 
dejected mind I fit down to write, as 

not only the flattering hopes of :fhortly 
feeing my friend is done away, and every 
profpect vani:fhed, but forne y~ars, per­
haps, may ela,pfe, :before the termination 
of this uJ;lhappy cot;tteft. 

What was intended as an accommoda­
tion to the troops, relative to their em­

barking at Rhode Hl~nd, has proved a moil: 
G .2 unfor-
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unfortunate circum fiance indeed; for the 

Congrefs have not only denied that re­
quefi:, t:-;1t have put a itop to any embark­
ation, till the convention is ratified at 

home by the ~{ing and Par1iamen~; an 
event that can never happen, as it would 
be allowing the authority of the Congrefs, 

and the independence of the Americans. 
What rc"nders our fltuati.o11 more difiref­
i!flg-is, that had the tranfports come round 
to Boiton, the Council would have C011-
fented to our embark"at1611. 

The General's requifitionto Congrefs h;as 
~reated fufpicions in their minds (and, by 
the bye, no people are of fuch a fufpicious 
difpofition as the Americans,) that the 

meafurepropofed W:1S merely for an op­
portunity of joining General Howe's 
army, amt that we {hou"ld, like them­
[elves, be bare enough to e\"ade and break 
.the articles of capitulation; after which 
we were to ac1 in conce:rt with that army 

againft 
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ag;ainfi~ Wailiington; and, in fupport of 
thei!; fufpicions, or, at leafi, to give a co­

lour to them, they pretend that the veHels 

fent to Rhode mand were infufficie11t for 

tranfpofting the army to E'Jrope. and 

tha: it was impoHible to viEh:2.1 the fleet 

and army for fo great a number, in fo 

:Chort a fpace of time. This idea mufi afife: 

from the gre::t dilatorinefs in all A,mencm 

departments. 

General Burgoyne having made com­

plaints concerning the bad accommoda­

tion of the officers, \vhich was not agree­

able to the terms of convention, the Con..,.. 

grefs . have conftrued that as a direCt 

declar::ition, that it had been broken on 

their parts by a violatl0l1 of its conditions, 

and an in,dication, that we confider the 

convention as diffolved; that, under 

thefe circumfb.nces, when out of the li­

mits of their poyver, and at large, we 

fhould make no hefitation in aB::ing as if 

we 
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we were in no degree bound by a capitu~ 
lation that we had difavowed under re­
ftraint. 

The Congrefs have likewife pa{fed fome 
frivolous refolutions,' that the foldiers had 
not faithfully delivered ~p their accoutre": 
ments, alluding to the crofs belts and 
cartouch boxes. Anyone the lean con­
verfant in military affairs, muft' know 
they afe not public fi:ores, but private, as 
being always furnilhed by the Colonel 
of the regiment. In' iliort, the Congrefs­
'were happy to feize any circumfi:ance, as a: 
pretext to favor their proceedings, and 
to render them juftifiable in the eyes of 
the world. But had_ they made a refer­
ence to General Gat~s, they would h;rve 
found what little dependence was to' be 
placed as to that accufation; for, when 
he obferved the men march by with their 
accoutrements on, he afked Colonel King­
!lon, who had fettled the treaty_CC if it 

"H was 
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cc was not cuftomary, on field-days, for 
n arms and accoutrements to go toge­

Ct ther ?" when Colonel Kingfton replied, 
ct There was nothing faid in the tonven­
cc tion that he had agreed to with him, 

" relating to accoutrements; and that he 
'"' could have no right to any thing but 
" what was ftipulated in the treaty." To 
which General Gates replied, "You are 
perfeCtly right ;"-and, turning to fome 
American officers, faid, "If we meant to 
'" have had them, we ought to have in­
C-( ferted them in the convention." Hence 
it is evident Congrefs were ready to grafp 
at any pretence, however weak, to evade 
the terms of convention without incurring 
the charge of a direCt breach of faith. 

In vain was eyery expoftulation of Ge­
neral Burgoyne, as to the fubftance of his 
letter, which conveyed no other meaning 

than complaint of improper ufage, and a 
,tyo relaxed adherence to the articles of 

G 4 ca~it-u-
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ppitulation. TQ obviate an fartq.er dif"l 
ficuhies, the General aod Officers figned, 
a parole, and, were willing to fign any pa­

per, the, mQre fully; to ratify the conven-: 

tion. 

Congrefs were inexQrablc, and it waf; 

very percei vable, they would not eafil y 
recede from a meafure once adoped; no. 
explanation of fecurities could produce 
the de fired effeCt upon their determina-: 
tion. The conduCt of Congrefs UpOl~ 

this extraordinary tranfaCtion, lS ex­
tremely vifible; they had conceived an 

idea if our army were fuffered to return. 
to Europe, it would be eafily replaced 
in the [pring; General Howe's army be-:: 
ing now in poffefiion of Philadelphia, 
Jerfey, New York, and other commanding 
fituations, and General Waihingto~ . [0 
clorely preffed at Valley Forge, that upon 
the arrival of [uch an additional forc~~ it 
~vould tprn the [cale of war againfi: the~ ; 

and, 
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al~d that the. next campaign muil: end in 
~heir final fubjugation; they therefore 
chofe to facrifice thdr faith and reputa­
tion, although an infant il:ate~ by an aCt 

pever excufable. This ever will be au ob-
10qu~T upon America, an@. point ont tQ 
otlK~ powers, what little dependence is to 

pe placed upon her public faith. 

Judge, my dear friend,' what muft be 
~he feelings of everyone, and how ex­
afperated we muft be at this treatment! 
we have no other hopes left but an ex­
change of prifoners, which, confidering 
our numbers, will be fome time before 
the whole can be effetled. Our fituation 
now becomes every day more and more 
mortifying, for, exclufive of the infults 
\Ve continually meet with from the ~me­
~ican foldiery, the officers, no doubt, fti­
mulated by this refolve of Congre[s, be-

. pave very tauntingly, and Colonel Henley, 
~ho commands the troops, has been guilty 

of 
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of g:r:at cruelty to the foldiers. That you 
may form an idea as to the na1 ural fera­

. city of difpofition in this man, and how 
deliberate he is in his barbarities, t fhall 
fiate a few of them. 

On the 19th of laft month, he went up 
to the American barracks to releafe fome 
of (J-lr foldiers; after calling over their 
names, he addreffed himfelf to a corporal 
Reeves, of the 9th regiment, "and told 
" him he had been confined for infulting 
" a provincial officer." Reeves made an­
[wer, « He was forry for it; that he was 
" in liquor, and would not have acted 
" [0, had he known him to have been an 
" officer, and was ready to aik his pardon." 
Colonel Henley faid, "By God, Sir, had 
(c you ferved me fo, I would have run you 
" through the body, and I believe you to 
" be a great rafcal." Reeves made an­
" fwer, "I am po rafcal, but a good fol­
~c dier, and my officers know it." Co-

lonel 
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lonel Henley then demanded filence. 
Reeves repeated nearly the fame words, 
adding, .. " That h~ hoped foon to eany 
C( arins under General Howe, and light 
«( for his King and country." The Co­

lonel then replied,· " Damn your King 
c-c and eOUl1try, when you had arms, you 
" were .. willing enough to lay them 
~(down." Colonel Henley then ordered 
filence,· Reeves repeati~g nearly the fame 
words, the Colonel ordered one of the 
guard to run him through for a fcoundrel ; 
the men of the guard not obeying his or­
dets;)fe difmounted from his horfe, and 
feizing a firelock with a fixed bayonet 
frorri one of the guard, ftabbed Corporal 
Reev~~ iii the left breaft, and whilft he 
had the bayonet at his bofom, the Colonel 
toldhilu; C( If he faid another word, lle , 
« wduldhave it through his body:" 
Reeves then told him "He did not care, 
e, he would frand by King and his country. 
,~ ti·n he died," Co1611e1 Henley then made 

a [econd 
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a (,'0,':;' Lid1 t at him with the fire10ck an_d 

fi:.:ed bayonet, which two of the other 

prifoners threw up,. and it pafre4' '~v~J; 
Reeves's Ihoulde'r; at the fame ti~e one 

of the rnenfaidto C~l~~d Henley, ;,:ith~t 
, '. j, 

h h" " 1 1 ' 1 H t.e DEn was ,l,S pnlone;', taat.'c, l~a( 
, .. fL! ,. 

<c better not take his life, as he <:;ou1d dq 

" with him as with the othern1e~'~ho 
" were in his cuftody,'" Colond,h::lJ.ley 

then returned thefirelocL, and ordered 
, ' . - , ", ," i 

him back into the guard-room, ~i[n!iDlng 
_ ,J, . 

the relt of tlw priD:mers 

On the l:)th milant, cis, fOl1?)e . ~?lQ.ie:~ 
were looking at a par~y of Arpericans~ 

where Colonel Henky WZlS pre[r~nt: he 

ordered the fc>iicrs to go pff anc1<:lear 

the parade,: The {oldier:; turl1ed q,{lOllt, 

and went off as faft as they coulc1, tJ~~ 

croud being gr,:;a'~, anci th~ fpad very dlr,ty" 

Colonel Henley tL;rned about, ~n.<i, ad­
drd1ing the Lld~:.:rs, faid, ~'Da~n you, 

.. I'll n:z~kc you make more hafte;"a,l1c\ 

l'l1l111ll1g 
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running up to a corporal Hadley, puihed 

his fword in his left fideahd bent it: he 

then turned about and went to the right 

of his party, ftraightening his fword as 

he went along-a pretty example this 

from a commanding officer to thofe under 

his command. 

Do hot be furprized after this, if you 

fhould hear of a general maffacre of all 

the Britiih troops 1 But what more fully 

ftamp-s the charaCter of this moil: fan­

guinary ni.-an, and his ferocious difpofi­

tion, is a moil: unaccountable exprcllion 

he made to [orne foldil:rs~ without any 

provocation. 

OUf paffes are renewable every month: 

for which purpofe the Quarter-mafter­

fojeants of the different regiments attend 

at the American Deputy Adjutant-Gene­

ral's office; on the 16th of laft month, as 

the fel:ieants attended at tl'e office, to ap-
piy 
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ply for paffes, Serjeant Fleming, of the 

47th regiment, not being acquainted with 
Colonel Henley, took him for Colonel 
Keith, the Deputy Adjutant-General, fa­

luted him cap in hand, and was going to 

addrefs him, when Colonel Henley ex­

tended his arm towards him, with his 
lift clenched, and faid, "You rafcals, I'll 

" make damnation fiy out of ye; for I 
H will myfe1f, one of thefe nights, go the 

"rounds, and if I hear the lea!! word, or 
" noife in your barracks, I'll pour fhot 
" amongit you, a11d make flames of Hell 

" j UDp out of ye, and turn your barracks 
" infide out; declaring, if he was a cen­
l( tinel, anc any Britifh foldiers looked 

"fulky at him, he would biow their 
" brains out!" 

Such glaring conduCt could not efcape 
the notice of General Burgoyne, who ap­
plied to General Heath for redrefs, and 

he initltUted a Court of Enquiry, to invef-

tigate 



TH RO UGH AMERI CA~ 9S 

tigate the grounds of complaint, and re­
ported, it would be for the honor of Col. 
Henley, as well as for th~ fatisfaCtion of 
all interefted, that the judgment of a 
Court-martial fhould be taKen on his con­
duCt, during his command at Cambridge, 
which Court-martial is to fit to-morrow. 

The weather has been very fevere of 
late, and there has been gre2t falls of fnow, 

but now it is more pleafant and ferene; 
the north winds blow very {harp, the fnow 
is about two or three feet thick on the 
ground, and the inhabitants, infiead of 
carioling, like the Canadians, have large 
fleighs, that will contain ten or twelve 
perfons; which are drawn by two, and 

fometimes four horfes, but parties of 
young folks are more accuftomed to go a 

frolicking. As this is a fingular cuftOlTI, 
I [hall defcribe it to you. 
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When the moon is favorable, a number 

of young men arid women, to the amount 

of thirty or fort.1, fet oft in neighs, about 

feven o'clock in the evening, to join forne 

other party, perhaps at the diftance of 

eighteen or twenty miles, where they dance 

and carouft till day-light, when they re­

turn and follow their common avocatiors; 

as if they had relled all night; it is not 

tmcommon, an hour or tvyO after day­

light, to be awaked with the ~nging and 

iloiie they make, and by the number of 

bells affixed to the horfes, on the return 

of fame of thefe parties. Singular fitu­

ations and nianners are productive of fin­

gular cuftoms. In England, this would 

be ef1:eemed extremely jmprudent, and at'"' 

tended with dangerous confequences; but, 

after "vhat I hwe related refpecting bundl­
;:;z:C, I need not fay, in how innocent a 

~ . 
view this is looked upon. Apropos, as 

to that cuHom, along the fea coaft, by 

:.l. continual intercourfe among Europeans; 

it 
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it is in fome meafure abolillied; but they 
frill retain one fomething fimilar, which is 
termed tarryhig. 

When a young niart is enamoured of 
a woman, and willies to marry her, he pro­

,pofes the affair to her parents, (without 
whofe confent no marriage, in this colony, 
can take place) if they have no objeCtion, 
he is allowed to taHywith her one night, 
in order to make his court. At the ufual 
time, the old couple retire to bed, leaving 
the young ones to fettle matters as they 
can, who, having fat up as long as they 

think proper, get into bed together alfo, 
but without putting off their under gar­
ments, to prevent fcandal. If the parties 

agree, it is all very well, the banns are 

publifhed, and they married without de-. 
lay; if not, they part, and pollibly never 
fee each other again, unlefs, which is an 
accident that fe1dom happens, the for­
f..1ken fair proves pregnant, in which cafe 

, H the 
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the man, unlefs he abfconds, is obliged 

to marry her, on pain of excommunica­

tion. 

The'ignorance of the American officers 
and foldiers, and the fcrupulous punc­
tuality to their orders, which one half of 
them have not underll:anding to compre­
hend, mull: occafi6n confufion and trou­
ble. I have hitherto endeavoured to 
avoid having any altercation with them;' 
but the other evening I had the pleafure 
of heing conduCted to the guard-houfe, 
though not without company, among 
whom was Lord Balcarras, Major Maf­
ter, of our regiment, and Major England. 
of the +7 regiment. 

We were returning, about nine o'clock, 

from ProfpeCt-hill, to our quarters in 
C~mbridge; and about a mile from the 
barracks, were ll:opt by a patrole; who, 
although weihewed our paKes and our 

fide ... 
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flue-arms, would not ret us proceed j but 

faid, he had orders to take every Britifh 
· officer or foldier up after dark. His 

Lordfhip then informed him, "that he 
was [ure no fuch orders had been given ;" 

but the Corporal faid, " .he received thofe 
· (C orders from his Captain; and that we 

· " mufr march to the guard-houfe:' Ac­
. cordingly we were efcorted, though a very 
told piercing night, back to the barracks. 
When we arrived at 'the guard, his Lord­
iliip remonftrated with the Captaili, who 
[aid, "He believed he had fuch orders, 
" but he was not certain; however, as we 
<c were brought prifi)ners, we mull: re­
" main till next morning." His Lordfhip 
then defired him to fend to Colonel Ger­
rifh, at Cambridge, the ,commanding offi~ 
cer, which he refufed. After much alter~ 
cation and fome perfuafion, rather than 
pars the cold night without any covering, 
in their bleal<guard-houfe, he was pre..., 
vailed upon to let us proceed to our 

H z quarters~ 
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quarters, upon our figning a parole to 
return the next morning at eight o'clock; 
the next day, when we went to the guard­
houfe, they flocked round us with the 
fame eager curiofity to fee his Lordfhip, 
as they did to fee Lord Napier; we re­
mained at the guard till it was relieved, 
when the Captain that came to relieve 
would not take charge of us, nor the 
other d.ifcharge us; therefore, when the 
old guard was gone, his Lordfhip afked 
the Captain 'c Whofe prifoners we were ?" 

he replied, cc None of mine, and I defire 
you will go all of you about your bufi­
nefs." We went accordingly. Complaint 
being made by General Philips to their 
Commanding Officer, all the anfwer he 
received was, that he fuppofed it was 
fome ignorant Captain, who had made 
a miftake. Thus you fee we are the fport 
of thefe fools. \\That a footing military 
difcipline is on in the United States! 

I cocl 
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I could not fo freely have communi­
cated ~y fentiments, had I not an oppor­
tunity to fend this by an officer going to 
New -York, from which place he returns 
to Europe, who will deliver it to you, and 
at the fame time inform you that he left, 
in good health, but very low fpirits, 

Yours, &c~ 

H3 LET-
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LETTER L. 

MY DEAR FRIENDJ 

Cambridge~ in New Englalld~ 
Feb. 28, 1788. 

O UR attention has of late been en~ 
gi6ffed with the trial of Colonel 

Henley. As the whole proceedings would 
be tirefome, I £hall only jufi give you the 
fubftance of General Burgoyne's opening 

"that profecution, his reply, and the Judge 
Advocate's, with the extraordinary opinion 
()f the Court, after the enormous crimes 
were fully fubftantiated, upon oath; 
when ill - treatment, mifconduCt, and 
cruelty, were indifputably proved, by fuch 

refpeCt~ble 
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refpeCl:able witndfes as Colonel Anfi:ru~ 
ther, Colonel Lind, Major Foril:er, Lieu­
tenant Vallancy, Lieutenant Bibby, and 
other officers. But as giving you only 
the heads· of his fpeeches, would take from 
the energy and beauty of the General's 
language, I :Chall relate it verbatim, as 
taken in :Chort-hand. 

At the opening of the Court, Gel1eral 
.Burgoyne took notice of a difrinEtion be­
tween the charge, as fiated in his letter, 
and General Heath's order. In the letter, 
the gener;::tl tenor of Colonel Henley's 
language and conduCt, . encouraging his 
inferiors, and feemingly calculated to ex­
cite them to bloody purpofes, was only 
fcated as a matter of fufpicious belief; 
reafoI).ing upon this print:iple, it was 
more candid to fuppofe one inftigator of 
fuch evils, than a general, voluntary, bad 
difpOlltion among the· American troops; 

t4at the dir~a matter of charge which the 
General 
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General pledged himfelf formally and offici­
ally to fupport, was contained in the words 
"behaviour, criminal as an officer, and 
" unbecoming a man, of the moft inde­
" cent, violent, vindiCtive feverity againft 
" unarmed men, and of intentional mur­

" der." 

-General Burgoyne made this obferva­
tion, as a fecurity againft any cenfure of 
inconiiftency on his part, for not going at 
large into matters of inferior moment, as 
to the general tenor of language and con­
duCt of Col. Henley, declaring he fhould 
confine his evi.dence to tranfaCl:ions of the 
19th of December, and the 8th of January, 
except in cafes where the beh~viour of 
Colonel Henley, at other times, ferved to 
elucidate the .principles and defigns upon 
which he acted upon thofe particular days . 

. After making this obfervation, as to the 
diftinB:ion in the charge, the General 
op~ned the prQfecution. 

" Mr. 
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" Mf. PreJidmt, and Gentlemen of the 
" Court, 

(( I prefent myfelf . as profecutor before 
"you, in charges of a heinous nature 
(( again-it Colonel Henley;-and, before 
" I proceed to adduce the evidence in fup­
" port of them, I think it a duty to my 
" fration, and a part of propriety towards 
" the Court, to declare the principles upon 
" which I aCt. 

" If the reports in my hand, and which 
(( will prefently be brought to teft upon 
(C oath, do not deceive me,· public faith 
(C hq.~ been fuaken, wanton barba~ities 

"have peep. committed, ~nd a general 
"l11aifacre of the troops under my care, 
"apparently threatened. In objeCts of 
"this magnitude, where not on1y the 
" rights of a fingle nation, but the inte­
~' reft. of human nature are concerned, the 

" conduCt 
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CC conduct of the profecution falls naturally 
(( (however difagreeable the office, and 

(( unequal the talents of the perfon) to him 
cc who has the fupreme truft upon the 

" fpot. 

" A fecond inducement to appear here~ 
" is that of private honor. I have un­
"dertaken to accufe Colonel Henley, 
" in a degree that ought to affect the feel­
" ings of a foldier nearer than l~fe, It·is 
" fit I fiand forth, in perfon, to maintain 
" my accufation, and if it fails in point of 
." proof, to make him the fulleftmQne., 
~' men.t in my power. 

" I acknowledge a third impulfion upon 
"my mind, equally irrefifiible ;-grati~ 
" tude, efteem and affection to that meri": 
c. torious, refpeCtable part oEmy country, 
« ·the. brave and honeft Britiili foldier-'; 
" a private man, defencci!lefs, becaufe un­
" armed, ignorant of your laws, unq ua-

" lified 
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$' lined to make good his cau[e in a court 
Cf of juftice, and who has not to 10,ok for 
" red refs of injttry to his own officers.­
u lconfefs I am too felfiili to rdign to any' 
cc brother officer the pride and gratifica-' 
"tion of ftanding in the front, for the 
(. defence of men, faithful comrades of 
"honor- and misfortune,--who have 
" fought bravely under my orders; who 
" have bled in my prefence,- and who are 
" now expofed to opprefiion and perfecu­
" tion, by the abufe of a treaty fign~d by 
~'my hand. 

<c Thus much I ,thought proper to pre­
'c mire, left any man fnould [uppo[e me 
"actuated by [0 mean and paltry a mo­
"tive,as vmdiB:iveperfonal refentment, 

, -

"againft a gentleman too, of whom,be-
" forethefe tranfactions, I cou14 know no 
H harm, and towards vlhom, if.! had any, 
~, prejudice,! feriou£1y declare it was, from 

f' his gel1eral deportment, a prejudice of 
" favor-
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" favor-perfonal refentment ?-No, gen. 
(( tlemen, I frand upon broader and firmer 
" ground-the ground of natural rights, 
" perfonal protection and public honor,­
" and I appeal to the great principles and 
" land marks by which human focieties 
" hold and are directed, and which, whe­
" ther in fituations of amity or hoftility, 
" are efteemed equally facred by the uni­
" verfal concurre.nce of civilized man. 

CC And this leads me to a momentary re­
ee flection upon the order under which. 
" you fit, originating from the report of 
" the Court of Enquiry. 

« It ftates ...... That the Court, tifter mature 

« conjideration, are of opinion, that from the 

« evidence aJfered on thejideifGeneral13ur­

« goyne againfl Colonel Henl~y, it -Will be mofl 

" for the honor oj CO.LONEL HENLEY, as 

cc well as for the fatiifaCiion of all interejled, 

, that the judg111eJZt of a Court Martial jhould 

~' bt: 
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cc be taken on his conduCl, dttring hz's ~'otJ1tJ1and 
" at Cambridge. '['he General approving the 
(( opinion of the Court, orders, &c. 

CC I confers, Iexpecred General Heath 
(C would have joined i{fue with the profe­
(( 'cutor, in this inftance, and placed the 
(( Court-martial upon a more enlarged 
cc bafis than the honor of an individual, 
(( however refpecrable he may be, or the 
(( fatisfacrion of the complainants.-But 

" be it as it may, my purpofe is anfwered, 
" a Court-martial is obtained, the mem­
" bers are fworn, and they are bound to 
(( decide." 

"I know you will feel with me the 
"difference between this and common 
cc courts; fuch a !tate of tIle minutes as 

" would, fuffice for your internal convic­
"tion, after hearing the evidence, or as 

" would be merely explanatory to the per­
H fon who is to confirm the [entenc~, wiU 

«( not 
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'" not be thought fufficient here. YoH 
" well know the whole of this matter will 
" be publifhed, tranflated, confidered and 
" commented upon by every nation in the 
" world :-not only real£ty, but peifpicuity 
" of jufrice muft appear upon the face of 
"the proceedings. You are truftees fot 

" the honor of an infant State, and there~ 
C( fore evafion, fubterfuge and law-craft" 
(an allufion to the Judge Advocate Tudor, 
who is a lawyer at Bofron) "were any 
" man hardy enough to offer fuch at 
(C your tribunal, would be of no avail; 

cc nay, were it poflible any member could 
(C be warped unintentionally by perfonal 
" favor, or prejudice of civil contefr (good 
" minds are fometimes prone to fuch ilIu­
" fions) yet here a moment's refleCtion 
H upon the reputation of his country, 
(' would retrieve his- reafon, and what his 
" prejudice '\-vould incline him to adopt, 
c.' policy would prompt him to rejeCt." 

~' Upon 



'l'lIROUGH AMERICA. III 

(C Upon the full confidence, therefore, 
({ of the neceifary, as well as willing 

"juftice of the court, I -{hall proceed 

" to call the evidence. 'I have neither in­

" dination or powers to heighten the 
" facts by a previous narrative; let them 
" :firike the view as truth {hall {hew them 
" in all the fimplicity of their horrors-a 

"monftrous fpeCtade, from _ which the 
" mind and eye will turn afide with de­

" te:fiation." 

Here a variety of evidence fully proved 
the accufation of the crimes I mentioned 
in my laft, befides various others which 
you will perceive commented on, when 

the General dofed the charge. 

After a full examination of the evidence 

in fupport of the profecution, the Judge 
Advocate made an objection to the General 

making any obfervations on it, arguing, 

b1at if he was permitted, it, mu:fi b~ upon 
the 
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the principle of indulgence, not of right; 
~nd after fome little altercation between 
the Judge Advocate and the General, the 
Court acquiefced, when General Burgoyne 
proceeded as follows: 

" ]vIr. PreJident and Gentlemen of tht 
" Court," 

" It being now admitted, that in eloting 
" the evidence I may offer fuch argu­
" ments as to me fhall feem proper, in 
" fupport of the charge, and ref erving to 
rr myfelf a claim of replying to the de­
« fence, I !hall enter upon the £lrft part 
" of the very painful, though by no 
« means difficult undertaking-painful, 
«becaufe I cannot purfue the offender 
" without [etting that offender in points 
" of view, at which every benignant mind 
"mufi: fhudder-eafy in every other re­
" [peet is the taik, becaufe I will venture 
" to pronounce the evidence, when ar­
"ranged and adjufted, will amount to 

« fuch 
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( Juch a mafs of proof as 'cannot be over..; 

"thrown, and will authorize and call fot 

« the ftrongefi: terms I can ufe, in my 
(( demand of public jufiice. And, Gen­
t( tlemen, let me be permitted to affume 

(( to myfelf applaufe rather than blame,' 
« that the evidence has not been laid be­
e( fore you in a regular feries; the reafon 

« was, that though affured by the reports 
t< made to me, that the evidence would 
« produce conviction upon the whole, I 

« 'was ignorant how the tefrimony of the 
C( particular witneJtes wouid apply; and 
" point to the progeffion of the charges, 
<t becaufe I had no previous intercourfe 
(C with them. I declare upon my folemn 
c< word and honor, that I had no con­
t< cern or communication, directly or in.;. 

t, direCtly, with any non-tommiffioned 
« . officer or foldi.er who has appeared at 

" your' bar, one only e'xcepted, viz. Ser­
H jeant FlemiIlg, of the 47th regiment, 
" who has depofed to the falutation Co-

l « lone! 
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" lonel Henley gave him and his (omrade5 
" at the Adjutant General's office; the~ 

" whole matter appeared fo very impro­
" bable, that I not only fent for the Ser­
"jeant, to warn hirrl of the facrednefs of 
"an oath, and the crime of intemperate 

" zeal that led to bearing falfe wltnefs; 

" but alfo I thought it my duty to enquire 

"minutely into his charaEter.-I found 

" the man firm and uniform in afferting 
"" his faCts; and I found his officers una­

" nimous in fupporting the credit of his 
" veracity. 

" In every other -circumfl:ance I adhered' 
" religioufiy to the determination I had 
"taken, of fecluding myfelf from the 
"witneiIes, not only to guard my cha­
H ratter, in this region of fufpicion and 
u afperfion, againft the fuppofition of un~ 

': fair praCtices;---I befides had a [auple 
" of trufting my own mind with too 
" hafty prepoffeffions in a caufe,. where, 

" with 
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cc with the folemn matter of a public na~ 
"ture, is involved the fate of a gentle­
H man, high in his military fi:ation, and 
" to judge by the apparent figns of good 
"willies on this day, high in popular 
" e11eem. 

" Thus unprejudiced I carne into Court. 
~, I fl:om to take the £lighter matters that 
.' might be comprehended in the general 
" words of the charge, fuch as perfonal 
" incivility to the officers, expreffions and 
" actions of peeviilinefs, haughtinefs and 
« difgufr. I mean not to prefs, that they 
" exifted, or if they did, I am defirous that 
" they fhould pafs as faults of temper and 
"deficiencies of manners, incident to 
H man's nature, education, and habitual 
'.' cO,urfe of life; and I fhall confine my 
"comments, as it is my dutyto do, to the 
u tefrimonies of your minutes, and the cir~ 

" climfrances relating to them. 

1 2. " Without-
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" \Vithout departing from this prind­
"I pie, it will b~ neceflJi·y to take a general 

" '"iew of the ilate of things, previous to the 
" date of the grievances complained of.­

" We ~arrived at Cambridge, paffengers 
I, through your country, under the fanCtion 
" of 3. truce-in whatever capacity we had 

" been found in a foreign, and as you intend, 
" an independent fiate, we were entitled 
" to a perianal protection, by the general 
" and molt faCl·ed laws of cuftom and 
" reafon; but when, to the promulgated 
" law of civilization, are added, the un­
"written principles,-or written only 
" upon the hearts of generous people,­
~( honor, refpeEt for the brave, the hofpita­

" bIe willies that ufually prefs to the re­
u lief of the unfortunate, the {hanger, 
H and the defencelefs man in your power, 
" how will our claims multiply upon the 
tI rnina! - Sanguine imaginations'· can';' 
" ceived yet further motives for kindnefs ; 
" there were amor.~ us men fo vain as to 

., believe 
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" believe, that' notwithftanding the fepa­
"ration between us, the different duties 
"we now maintained, the prejudices of 

" political zeal, and the animofity of civil 

" war-yet frill the confliCt over, it might 

" be remembered we once were brothers) 

" .and the more efpecially, as it was im­
,~ poffible, by the convention of Saratoga, 
~, that the generality of us fhould ever op­

" pofe America in arms again. 

" We were led into thefe delufive hopes 
C( by the very honorable treatment fhewn 

"1+S 1?y General Gates, by that we re­

'.' c€ived fi"om youJ Mr. Prefiq,ent,-(who 
« was a Brigadier G~ner;;ll Glover) when 
" you conduCte4)..1s upon the march, and 
« by that we afterwards fqund from the 

" w<;>rthy member of ~he Court near YOLl, 
u (a Colonel Lee) who had the imme­
" diate command in this dill:riCl: UpOI1 qur 

".~rrival, and to whom, moll: happily 

I 3 " for 
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"fof US, th~ command l~ now agam 
~( devolved." 

" Thtt firft fymptom we difcovered of 
~'~ny llncandid defign, was the mode 
,~ eftablifhed for correEting errors and dif­
., turbances in the troops of convention; 
,~ men were taken Up, irpprifoned and 
., otherwife punifhed by the American 
"troops, without any prior reference to 

" their own officers. I very well know with" 
~, how much flight and revere derifiotl my 
" fentiments have b:;en treated on this 
"[ubject, put I frill infift, that after tak­
~, ing ~p men for faults, to have applied 
., to the officers of the convention troops, 
" in the firft inftance, for their pUhiih.,.. 
,. ment, would have been confop.ant t9 

,. every pr~nciple of decorum and gooq 
"policy~ not meaning to deny, that upon 
" any proof of partiality or connivance, 
U or undue lenity, it then became a pro­
" per and indifpenfrple duty of General 

" Heath, 
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" Heath, to take the difiribution of juftice 
~, into his own hands." 

"The contrary maxim having been 
"eftablifhed, let us examine, in point of 
"time, though the laft in the proceed­
" ings, that burft of independ~ncy, fcur-
" rility and. impiety, from Colonel Henley 
"to the ~arter-mafi:er Serjeants at the 
"Adjutant-General's Office. It is not 
"without difficulty I can frame my 
" mouth to read the words, as they were 
" delivered upon oath, by that very re­
" fpeCtable witnefs, SeIjeant Fleming,­
" You rafcals, &c. I'll make damnation fly . 

" out of you, and 1 'u.:ill myfe!f one of thife 

" nights go the rounds, and if 1 hear the 

" leafl word or noife in your barracks, I'll 

"pour foot amongjt you, and make flames of 
." Hell jump out f!f ye, and turn your har­

" racks i'!fide out." 

a The 
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" The Court will remember, that when 
" this evidence was given, it rather ex.., 
"cited laughter in fome part of the au­
" dience, than any feriouscondemnation; 
~, this day it f~ems to make a very dif­
"ferent impreffion--the minds of all 
" around follow me while I contend, that 
" expreffions fo wild, fo unfit, fo unpre­
"cedented, from the mouth of a Gentle.,. 
"man, argue the moft horrid paffions 
~, boiling in the breaft--the veryenthu­
" fiafm Of rage and malice.-----I defy any 
~'man to divefr himfelf of that idea; ~t 
" will attend the mind through the whole 
.' cOl1rfe of the procee9-ings, and caft a 
"!hocking glare over every fubfequent 
"tranfaCtion, of fore-thought intention, 
~'and bloody !efolution.!! -

~, It is very material to obferve,' that 
" this demonil:ration of Colonel Henlets 
" mind was on or about the 16th of 
"December, and it was no longer than 

~, t111 
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" till the 19th,' before he confirmed by 
f' an overt~aaJ the principles he' had. 
~, profeffed.!' . 

" The ftabbing of Corporal Reeves i~ 

,~ proved by the eviden~e of Corporal 

'.' Buchanan, Alexander Thomfou., and 
~, Robert Steel. 

"I ihall quote indifcriminately from 
~, ,the te.H:imony of thefe witneffes, becaufe 

" thf~)Ugh one may recollect a few fuort 
"paffages or wQrds more than another. 
" there is not a ihadow of contradiCtion. 
" and I am confident, there never was an 
~'inftance where truth was laid before 
~, a Court by united evidence, more per­
u fpicuouily." 

" It has beel?- fworn, (( That on the morn­

"ing of the I 9th of December, C%ml 

~, Henley went to the barracks, on ProJPe8 
f" Hill, to re/('(lfi' flrne Efitijh Joldiers, who 

were 
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" were priflners; that ha'iJing paraded them, 

." he read over their crimu, and coming to 

U Reeves, told him he was co'?JWed for in­

" fulting a Provincial OJlicer. Reeves made 

~, anfwer, he was flrry for it; that he was 

"in liquor, and would not have aaed fi, 
" had he known him to have been an OJlicer." 

" I paufe here to apply to the feelings 
~, of the Court, whether a more decent, 

-4' proper and fatisfaCtory excufe could 
" have been conceived---what did it draw 
.f from the Colonel ? ... ---" Had it been me 
H you flrved }o, I would have run you through 

., the body, JOlt raftal." Continue the com­
parifon between the language of the Co~ 
lone! and the Corporal :--" Sir, lam Ito 

.. nifcal, but a good fl/dier, and my qflicen 
H know it; and 1 hope flon to' be '/Pith General 

., Howe, andJight for my Xing and country." 

What did this produce from the Colonel-? 

"Damn your King and COllnt,:v, and an 
" order to the guard to run him through 

,~ the 
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u the body---not a hand nor a heart could 
U be found for the butchery. The Colonel, 

" enraged at the virtuous difobedieuce or 
" his men, leaps from his horfe, feizes a 
" firelock with a fixed bayonet, and frrikes 

" at the man's heart. I call upon the 
" Gentleman of a learned profeffion near 
U me,. to inform the Court, when he 
" fums up the evidence at the clofe of the 
u trial, whether this aCt would not con­
"conftitute malice propenfe in law. I 
"- mean, that admitting, for the fake of 
"argument, that there had been fuch 
" provocation given, as would have jutE ... 
~, fied a man having an oftenfive weapon 

" to make ufe of it infrantly, which would 
" have been only manflaughter, whether 
., the intermediate aCt of difmounting a 

"horfe, and taking a firelock from the 
"other, itnplying time for recolleetion, 
"would not have confrituted the aet o£ 
',' wilful murder, had the'man died. Con­
~, fider now, Gentlemen, what .followed: 

. " the 
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" the brave Corporal, in the illftant ex­
H peCtation that his words would caLl: 
~. him his life, perf evered, "Idon't ~are, 1 

" willflaltd by my King and my Country till 

,. 1 die!" Thl! ilCtion would have charm­

" cd a brave ~llan; it would have been a 
" fpell upon his arm, and kept the {hoke 

" fufpended beyond the power of witch­
" craft-what effeCt had it upon the Co­
" lonel? To provoke a fecond ftab, which 
~I was only diverted by the intervention of 
~, the mq.n !1ext him, who caught hold of 

" the bayonet and threw it ~p." 

., Gentlemen, when I fay t4~ perf ever­
" ance of the Corporal ought rather to 

" have pleafed than provokeq, I fpea~ 

" not vaguely or romantic"!lly---.,.I feel 
" confcious proof of the trl.lth, and wheQ. 
{, I confider the 4ctions of a W~fh~ng.., 

" ton-l..-when I meet in the field a Gates, 
"an Arnold, a· Gen~ral Glover, and fee 
"them bravely facing death, in fupport 

. " of 
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" of their principles.;...:.-though I would 
" ilied my laft blood upon a different con­
"viB:ion, I cannot withhold from the 
" enemy the refpeCt due to the foldier, 
" and the immediate confliCt over, he 
" robs me of my anger ~ and feizes my 
" good will. 

" Gentlemen, in the different parts of 
" the examination upon this fact, many 
" queftions have been aiked by the pri­
," Joner, by the Judge Advocate, and by 
" the Court, refpecting the appearance of 
" the prifoner's temper. Was he not in 
" a mild mood ?---Did he not feem good 
" humored ?----.:.Mild murder------Good 
"humored murder-------are phrafes, I 
"fancy, will not convey any clear mean­
" ing, till men change their ideas of that 
" crime! We hear, it is true, fometimes, 

" as a fort of prover-b, to mark the utmoft 
'-'malignity and treachery of a man [mil. 
"ing in your face while he cuts your 

I 

" throat'; 
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~, throat i but, I believe, fuch fmiles w~re 

" never produced as excufes or extenua..: 
" tion of guilt. Thefe queftions, -there­
" fore,- as I conceive, can have no ten­
" den~y ,but to infinuate, that Colonel 
" Henley's paffion was entirely raifed by 
u the immediate provocation he received. 
H I am ready to join iifue upon this argu­
"ment, and if the gentlemen will reft his 
" cauf~ upon it, I will' reIinquilh the 
"proof efiabliihed of Reeves's decency 
" and confifrency, and give him latitude 
" for all the provocation he can fuppofe, 
" iliort of per[ona! aifault, and the ne­
" cellity of !elf-defence, which I am fure 
" will not be pretended---tranfpofe, if he 
'" pleafes, the time when Reeves is prov­
~, ed to have talked about Ring Hancock, 
" and bring it back to the infrant where 
" it was attempted to be introduced as a 
... fubftantial matter of provocation. He 
t_' {hall add infolence of gefture to abufi-ve 
,-e tenus, and under all thefe fiCtitious 

- " circumftall-ces~ 
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"circumftances, I will take the judgment 
" of the Court, whether Colonel Henley, 
" with full powers to imprifon, and to 
" punifh by regular, decent, legal proceed­
"ing, has a fhadow of jufiification for 

"making himfdf, in his c oWn 'perfon, 

"party, judge and executioner." De­
felTing the conc1ufion till another oppor­
t unity , , and willing'to embrace the very 
favorable one that occurs. I remain 

Yours, &c, 

I.. E T= 
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LET T E R 1.1. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

Caln"ridgt. lit Ne'W Ellglandy, 

March 6th InS. 

WIT H 0 U T any preface, I {ball 
proceed to nniih the General's 

addre[s, as if no delay had intervened. 

" From the 19th of December, the hands 
"of Colonel Henley were imbrued in 
"blood, till the 5th of January; but it 
" evidently appears upon your proceed­
" ings, that the influence of his example. 
" and the encouragement of his precepts, 
"failed not to operate. As the firft 

"procf 



'l' H R 0 UGH A MER I C A; .t29 

H proof of it~ I requef\: the attention of 
ct the Court to the teftimony of Colonel 

"Lind, concerning the pofition of the. 
" centry, which was fuch as mull: nece(fa­
"rily affeCt every pa(fenger upon the 
"public road, whenever he fired; and 
" at the fame time with a rea<linefs to do 
" mifchief, fo marked, that he took wo­
"men for his objeCts, and would not 
n give them time to turn round, ' he had 
, orders fo to do.' Let the behaviour of the 
"next centry, to whom Colonel Lind 
"applied, concerning the ung~nt1eman­
" like behaviour of the officer, with his 
" confirmation of the whole proceeding, 
" being ACCORDING TO ORDER, be com­
"bined and. compared, and it muO: uni­
" verfally ftrike common fenfe, that thefe 
"were feveral parts of one determined. 
" plan to diffufe the feeds of difcoxd and 
" • fury, in order afterwards 1.'1;> countenance 

" .... a general havock. 

VOL. II. K " But 
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" But, it may be faid, the orders llnder, 
"which the continental troops aCted, 
,;, were n~t thofe, of Colonel Henley, but 

" of 'a /uperior. Will that be pleaded? 
~, Was the pofition of the centries to kill 

" or wound ~hree or four paifengers at a 

" thot, the firing upon women, the refufal 
" of redrefs to. Colonel Lind, with all the 

" indecent. manner and language attend­

"ing---will thefe circumftances be al­
" ledged to have proceeded from fuperior 

" orders ?-If fo, the excufc, indeed, be­
" comes more alarming to us. It is not 
" my part, at this time, to drop a confider­
C' ation that would lead far on that fub­
" jeCt, I fhall only remark, how little the 
"excule would benefit Colonel Hen­
ce ley, who would fiil! remain a cruel agent 
(C of-(I will ufe no improper terms) I 
" will only (ay, a cruel agent of too hafty 
cC principles. 

" C-olonel 
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" Colonel Henley has afked, whether 
"complaints were made to him of ,the 
cc tranfaCtions of the 22d; I believethere 
cc were not-but I dare fay he will recol­
cc lea the reafon-other grievances of the 
" moftatrocious nature, abufe of officers, 
" and -affaults upon their lives, were pre­
" paring to be laid before General Heath: 
" they were in number, and in time, to 
" have filled up a much longer interval 
«( than between the 19th of December 
C, and the 8th of January, and not brought 
rc before this Court, becaufe I underftood 
" it to be the intention of General Heath 
" they ihould be feparately enquired into. 
,( Enough has appeared to {hew how the 
" fyfiem of perfecution was preferved, and 
« I caine now to the tranfaCtion of the 

" 8th of January. 

" Upon a general view of that black­
c. day, I am at a lofs where firft to carry 
" 'your obfervation..:..-the field was exten--

K 2 five, 
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"five, the fcenes feparate and fucceffive, 
~, but evidently guided by one uniform de­
(( fign.--In one place, a party on the 
~.' march are frabbing and knocking out 
~' the brains ot" innocent .1i)eEtators--at 
H, ~mother, men, under pretence of a pri­
"_ {o~er's efcape, are gluttillg the fame 
" bloody purpofes upon men not pretend­
" ed, to be concerned-in a third, Colonel 

- - '. . - . 

~< Henley) in perf on (the Britifh officers at 
'.' the fame time being denied admittance, 
H as appears by the evidence of Lieutenant 
". Bibby) is runningmcn through the 
.~ body with his fword . 

. .. The firfr ofthefe complicated horrors, 
,: in point of time, was the attack firfr 
« with the bayonet,' and afterwards with 
"the butt end of the. Brelock. I will 
" read the evidence, \\itho'ut a comment" 
(which was the evidence of Major Forfter 
oL.the, twcnty-firfr regiment, and Lieu­
t~nant Smith of the Arti,llery) who de-

pored, 
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pofed, that they were within thirty yards, 
that they neither heard or faw any provo .. 
cation or inrult offered, but were count­
ing the files of the guard; that when the 
rear came near the BritHh Guard-room, 
they obferved a fcuffle, and tp.e guard paffed 
on; upon their going over, found Trud­
get had been wounded, and the blood 
r~nning down his face; they ordered the 
m~n to difperfe, which they did imme­
diately; that there was a free paffage for 
the Continental troops, and not the leaft 
difputeupon that fubjeCt:. « I have only 
"now to remark, it is rather a prepof­
"feffion in .. favor of the Continental 
"troops, to fuppofe -that fuch malici­
"ous treatment could proceed from a 
" general fentiment; no body of people 
(( are fo barbarous, unlefs inftigated, and 
(( now is the time to call upon the learned 
(C Gentleman near me, for another duty 
" of his office, to expound to the Court 
~' the principles of law, refpeCting accef-

K 3 " faries 
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(( fariesand' accomplices, and. to fay whe­

« ther a man" by order., advice, example; 
" or any other enco.'ur~ement, influencing 
« another to do a mifchievous aCt, is not 
"particeps criminis, at an .hundred miles 
(( difiance, as much as if prefent on ~he 

~' fpot. 

"The ftabbing of Wilfon follows in 
cc courfe of the evidence;" (he was wound­
ed in the fide by a:Provincial foldier, whilft 

he was parrying off the bayonet that 
,another was puihing at him) ",and it 
"appears, as little comment is neceffary 
" upon this, as upon the former action, 
" further than to.' remark, that i:p. this 

"cafe, Colonel Henley is found to be ac­
ee ceffary, not upon circumllantial, pre:" 
" fumptive ,and argumentative, but up­
"on pofitive.lproof, ~for it is fworn the 

" action was done rn' :his flght~that he 
" made no attempt ,to prevent; it,. and l 
~c.'thQugh: it be':aUedged, and' ev€n ad- ' 

" mitted, 



T H R aUG HAM E RIC-A. 13S 

~c mitted, that he was at too great a dif­

"tance, yet his giving no reprimand nor 
" check to the foldiers, upon feeing the 
cc act committed, carries as direCt a con­
(C viCtion of approbation and encourage­
"ment, as if he had given open' ap­
" plaufe. 

" The Iaft article to mark the thirft of 
cc blood, is the ftabbing Corporal Hadley, 
n and following Winks with threats of the 
~(farne fate.-It would be fupetfluous to 
"expatiate upon the firength of the 
"proofs, the concurrence Of witneffes> 
" that there was no provocation to this 
"deliberation and\vantonnefs of bar­
"barity. The intention is fa clear, in 
" my opinion, againft· the probability of 
"doubt, that I ihould not touch a mo­
" ment upon it, were it not that a very 
"grave application was made· to the 
« Court, by the moft refpeCtable: au tho­
~' rity in '"it, to confider of the nature of 

" wounds, 
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cc wounds, as matters of the greateft im.: 
".portance-and queftion upon queftion 
" was put to the Surgeon, in every cafe, 
" to find whether they were dangerous or 
" not.-Is it pollible that any Gentleman 
" can mean to mea[ure the degree of the . 

. "crime by the depth of the wound, and 
" to argue that a man may thruft a wea­
« pon into another's breaft with impunity, 
"provided he does not touch a mortal 
" part! If this doCtrine holds good, you 
" ought to eftabliili fchopls of anatomy 
cc for the education of young officers; the 
" fcience of diifeCl:ion iliould be added to 
" the ficill of the fencing~mafter, to train 
" the pupils to that nicety of touch, that 
" can feel to a hair's-breadth between 
" death and life; a fort of fiddleftick dex .. 
cc terity, that can run divifions upon veins 
cc and arteries, and fiop fhort in time and 
" tune to the thoufandth part of a fecond. 
"Really, Gentlemen, I am not willingly 
~' ludicrQus upon this fubjeCt, but it. is 

~' impollible 
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. Ie impoffible to treat fuch an argument 
"gtavely.----I difmifs it to my learned 
" neighbour, with one more injunCtion ~o 
« fhew the Court, in ICj.w, that where a 
"man pa1Ies a fword with violence at 
" another's breaft, whether the wound is 
« a mere punCture, or goes to the hilt, the . 
" intentional guilt is the fame.-----I have 
,~ only one matter further to obferve, upon 
~, the crofs~queftioning of the witne1Ies; 
" it has perhaps. been wifhed to infinuate, 
" that at the time of thefe violent proceed. 
"ings, there was caufe of apprehenfion 
"the armed troops might be furrounded 
" and overcome;· the troops themfe1ves 
" will hardly thank their friends for that 
" idea I-What, thall it be alledged that 
" the militia of America, who, animated 
" by their caufe, have been felf taught the 
" ufe of arms; that body, where every 
" man is fuppofed himfelf to be an hoft­
"fhall fuch foldiers be apprehenfive of 
~'danger, fmm half their number of un-

" armed 



'138 INTERIOR TRAVELS 

" armed, mercenary, minifl:erial {laves, fof 
c< fuch 1 know they think us !-No, Gen:" 

" tlemen, I rejeEt with you fo injurious a 
" fuppofition; 1 give credit to the fpirit 
" and force of your militia ;-1 do it feri­
" oufly and upon experience, and it is 
" upon that credit 1 found this propofi­
" tion, that it being impoffible the officers 
" and foldiers fuould be induced t.o aB:s 
~'of violence, by any apprehenfion· of 
"refiltance, it follows, by the faireft de­
c, duB:ion, that either there was more pre­
" valent malignity than ever appeared be­
"-fore in the human heart, or that the 
" whole proceeded from direB:ic)fi; order, 
" and a fyfl:ematical plan. 

" Little more, 1 imagine, need be remark~ 
"ed, to apply the evidence to the feveral 
" difiinB: terms 1 have ufed in the charge. 
" That the whole tenor of Colonel Hen­

" ley's conduCt was heinoufly criminal, as 
" an Officer, will hardly be difputed, in i. 

" country 
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c, country where the principles of liberty 

" have been fo deeply fiudied. An army 
" is not to be borne in a free State, but 
" upon the principle of defence againft an 
" out",:,ard enemy, or thepr:oteCtion of the 
" laws.-The officer who makes himfelf 
" the Arbiter of the Law, is guilty of the 
" moft !hameful pervfrfion of moral duty, 
"and his impunity would fcarcely be 
" thought a very comfortable prefage of 
" the growilig liberties of his country. 

" I have al[~ faid, the Colonel's beha­
" viour was unbecoming a man.-I will 
" not trifle with the time or underfianding 
" of the Court, to enter into definit~ons 
" upon this term, nor vvill I !hock the 
" ears of Officers, nor even of the unfor­
" tunate perf on under trial, with fo gro[s a 

" term. as the world in general apply to 
" the aa of airaulting;a woman, a prieft, 
" or unarmed man, for they ~are all exactly 
"in the fame predicament. The fword 

" drawn 
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" -drawn for fucb a purpofe is no longer 
"the badge and diftinB:ion of a gentle .. 
" man; it is degradea with the .. imple­
" ments of the aifaffUl and hangmanj and 
" contraCts a frain that can never be wiped 
I., away. 

I cannot help remarking to you, for 
I was in Court that_ day, at the con­
clufion of this laft fentence, the Colonel 
changed color. and appeared burfting 
with rage; but to proceed-

"Gentlemen," fays the General,--~c I 
"have no~ gone through the material 
" parts of the Rroceedings; whether the 
"offences are refolved into vindiCtive 
"refentment, or- more deep defign, or 
"both, it muft frill appear wonderful 
" that a general maffacre did not enfue._ 
" By the patience and the difcipline of 
C1 the Britifh foldiers, thofe horrors have 
., been 'avoided; but whatever the efcape 

" may 
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Cc may -have been upon our part, it is 
"·tenfold .more material on yours. We 
~'might, perhaps, for the fb;uggles of the 
"defperate are hard----but, perhaps, we 
" might have -been facrificed to the laft 
" maQ.-we fhould thus have paid a fol­
"dier's debt, which we have often rifqued; 
" our fall would have been revenged, and 
" our memories attended with pity and 
" hdnor.----But for America, the tranf­
" aCtions would have remained a foul and' 
" indelible blot in the firfl: page of her 
" New Hiftory, nor would any feries of 
" difavowal and penitence, nor ages of 

I 

(' reCtitude in government, purity in man-
" ners, inflexible faith, or the whole ca­
u talogue of public virtues, .have redeem­
" ed her in the opinion of mankind." 

Here the Court was ftruck with much 
awe, and feemed to be impreffed with a 
refolv.e to act impartially-----but to fe-, 
turn to the General's fpeech-

" Now. 
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" Now, Centlemen, confider tlieW&td~ 
" of the order under which youfit":'---re­

" form the opinion of the Court of Err­
" quiry, and [ay, whether it is the hono" 
"of Colonel Henley, or the honor of 
"America, by which your minds oughf 
" to be impreffed, when they proceed to 
"judgment in this cau[e. 1 clofe with' 
" that confideration, as far as I can im­
" imprefs it 4pon your- brea:lts----I tru:lt 
" they are replete and pregnant with juf­
" tice, honor, and duty' to your' profef:. 

" llon; and above all,_ with that glor,ious" 
" whig princjple, the words of which 'are 
,~ become almoft a general motto in this; 

"country, and the genuine fubftantial 
" practice of which I !hall ever revere in 
" any country, a due fenfeif tht ,general' 

" rigbts ifmankind_" I truft you have all 

" thefe qualities, and in thatperfuafion, 
" I cannot doubt w~at will be the iifue 
" of the caufe." 

" After 
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". After the general had finiilied, the 
evidence for the prifoner was adduced, 
which went fully to fubfrantiate the evi­
dence of the witneffes" for the profecu­
~ion, making only this addition, that 
Reeves, &c. gave great provocation.--.:. 
After the evidence for the prifol1er was 
finiilied, Colonel Henley read a paper, 

which he hadfigned, attefred by the Judge 
Advocate, and declined faying any thing 
further in his defence. 

M~. Yrej!dmt fllld CicJ2tfemen of the 

Court. 

" I have particular reafom, and in "lJ 
"own apprehenfions very fufficient, for 
" declining to fay a tingle word, in anfwer 
" to the illiberal abufe thrown upon me, 

• ". and the palpable diilionor done to my 
"country, by General Burgoyne, in this 
" Court.----It is, Mr. Prefident, a new 
" thing under the Sun, and, taken in all 

" its 
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"its circumfrances, totally without ex­

" ample 

CC The Judge Advocate will {urn up the 
" evidence with ability and impartiality. 
" Such is my confcioufnefs of having done 
" nothing through this whole affair, but 
" what the honor and fafety of my coun­
" try abfolutely required, that I iliall reft 
" entirely fatisfied with your decifion, be­
"ing at the fame time fully perfuaded, 
" that the impartial public, at whofe bar 
" I frand, will join with you in acquitting 
" me from all the injurious and illiberal 
" charges of General Burgoyne, and that 
" they will vindicate me for that huma­
"nity, charaCterifric of an American 
" Officer, and with which the officers and 
"foldiers of General :Burgoyne's army 
" have been treated, while I was honor­
" ed with the command of the Guards." 

To 
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To this poor defellce, which the Co­

lonel and the Judge Advocate were feve­
ral days in framing, with a review of the 
evidence in defence of the. prifoner, the 

Genera~ m~de an i~mediate reply!, which 
I muft defer to my next, till when, I 
remam 

Yours, &c. , 
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LET T E R LII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

CamhriJge, in Nt'"JJ England, 

March IZtb, I77S. 

N o doubt, long before you receive 
this, you will be anxious for the 

General's reply to the inveB:ive defence of 
the Colonel.-I therefore take up my pen, 
and only willi this had not to crofs the 
Atlantic to eafe your anxiety. 

" Mr. Prejident, and Gentlemen qf the 
" Court." 

" On the day of your laft adjournment, 
" the Judge Advocate notified to me, that 

"the 
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" the Court had agreed I fhould reply to 
" Colonel Henley's defence, but had di­
" reCl:ed that the reply fhould be made 
" immediately after the Colonel elofed ~ 
., He added, that all interefted are to at ... 
" tend and come prepared. 

" I did not judge, from the manner in 
" which the Court have treated me hither-

-

" to, that in any inftance they meant me 

"uncandidly. I theref?re fuppofe, that 
" when ~hey made it a. point I fuould 
" come prepared to anfwer, off hand, ar­
" guments which might have been a 
"month iIi framing, they faw i the evi­
".dence before them in fo fl:rong a view, 
" that no argument, on my part, could 
" be neceffary::..--.. Did I want further cori­
" fidence in this opinion, I could hot fall 
"of deriving it in a moil: ample degree, 
" from theconduCl: of the prifoner, who 
" h~s been juft now confrrained, by his 
" fituation, to fubftitute inveCtive for ar .. 

L 2 " gum~n:t, 
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~'gum.ent, lln~ t9 'recrin;in:ate, where it 
"was iro,poqible to defend. Under the 
~' [a~laion of the<Court, and the circum­
~·ft3J1~es Qf thet~qle, this candilCentle­
,~ ,1I~an h.!is ventured to make ufe of terms 
H to which my t;ars have not been accuf­
" tomed; but he is miftakcn if he thinks­
~~ to draw from me an intcmpcoratc reply; 
"on the contrary, as conductor of this 
"profecutioll, I ha,e rather to thank him 
~, for his afiiftance. After h~ving furnilh­

." ed me~ during the whole courfe of what 

." is called his defence, with evidence to 
" corroborate the facts all edged againft 
" him, he a.t Ian: fieps forth a volunteer 
"witnefs (the moil undeniable one fure 
" that ever came before a Court) to prove 
" the heat of his own temper, which is of 
,~ it.felf a. material part of his accufation. 

:' This remark is the only return I fhall 
" at prefent addre(s to the prifoner, for 
" the expr~fiions he has ured; but I can­
" not anit the fllhieEt, without feri9ui1y 

" appealing 
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",aPFi'ealing to the :recolleCtion' df the 
" Court, whether, from the outfet, I did 
~, not, in the moftpofitive terms, difavo'9't 
"aU perfonal refentment, and whethet 
" the ftrol1gefi: language which the c~urfe 
" of my duty, as profecutQf, .led' me to 
" ufe, . did not invariably arife from the 
"faCts, and apply to the offen~emore 
" than to the offender. I make the fame 

" appealagainft the accufation of (( hav.:. 

"ing done palpable dijhollor to .the CBuntr) 

~, in this Court." Is it to do palpable dif..: 
" honar to a cou~try to appeal' to the 
" jufiice of it ? .... ---It puzzles my intelle€ts 
" to conceive the meaning of this laft ex­
~, preffion; but i11deltd1 Sir, I wahtho 
'.' other vi;dication than your filence,to 
" pl:ove that I have not £loufed the lati­

'.' tude J poffeffed in eithet cafe ;101' weuld 
':' you, Mr~ Preficitmt,. or any member of 
" the. Court, have fuffeted a prgfticutor to 
" inful§ an unhiippy ma~ under trial, 
" with illiberal abufe? S~ill lefs w01,lld 

L 3 "you 
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f' you have fuffered the country to be 
" treated opprobioufly. It is for Colonel 
" Henley to reconcile with his refpttEt to 
4' the-Court, charges, which if founded, 
H would be a general ~·eflection llpon their 
~, conduct, 

H I underftand great expectatIOn has 
~, been raifed of a very elaborate defence 
~, on the part of Colonel Henley, and ac~ 
~'knowledge I myfelf little thought' he 
" would throw IIp his caufe quite fo con­
~'.;feffedly, though I was always fure, that 
~, neither ingenuity nor fophiftry, nor aU 
"the talents which the ableft coun{e! 
~, could. aflift him with, would be fuffi-' 
~, cient toeffecr the great leading'propofi_' 
" tio:o. ·upon which I ground myfelf, as 
" uPQnan immoveable. rock, viz. that the' 
e ~ pr9.Qfs Qllthe· part of the profecution 
,~ do not: 10nly remain. unimpeached, but 
",~r~ augmented- and'enforced in theinoft' 

" Inaterial' 
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" material parts; by the evidence prod.uced 
" in the defence. 

"Gentlemen, a very few obferyations 
" will fuffice to juftify this affertion. 

" The firfr part of the charge which the 
" prifoner brings evidenc~ to oppofe, is 
" that concerni~g Coporal Reeves, on the 
" 19th of December, and the firll: evidence 
" is Major Sweafey, an officer of rank and 
"truft in· your army, warm in the pre­
"fent unhappy conteft, and naturally 
" impreffed wIth inclina.tions to favor his 
"countryman, his brother officer, .. and 
~'friend. Yet, with all thefe circum-

- • I 

~'frances tobias . (fuch is the _ f~rce • of 
~, truth and honor upon that g:nt~eman's 
" mind) he proves to be the ftrOI~ge~ wit­
~'nefs of the whole, trial, on the ii?e of 
f~ the,profecution. 

~, Tije 
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" The beginning of this Gentleman's 
" relation is a confirmation of all the lead­
~'ing circumftanees mentioned by the 
i, other witneffes. The firfr new matter 
" of evidence is, 'that when he, the Major, 
" told Reeves he was a rafeal, the Corporal 
~, made a reply to him (not to Colonel 
" Henley) he was no more a rafeal than 
" he was, at whieh he raifed his whip, 
~'and told him, if he did not hold his 
"impertin€nee, he would fhike hirn.~ 
" Onecircutnftance of this part of the 
"evidehce cannot pafs obfervation, viz; 
u that the poor Corpot,al had twd ag": 
c( greffors to anfwer inftead of one.--The 
"word, and the menaces attending that 
cc word Raflal, came to his ears on both 
cc fIdes. Another citcUluftance is 'equally 
u obferveable, and it frands upon your pto­
tc ceedings, as a record of honor to M~jor 
" Sweafey, that his warmth of temper was·' 
cc moved at the recital of Reeves's offence, 
Ie to give a £harp reb1ilke." and to ufe an 

~' opprobrious 



TH R OU G H AME RIC A. 153. 

te opp-robdous expreffion, but the' idea of 
"chaftifemtmt went nofurthetthan a 
c., ihoke with a tiding-whip ........ Happy had 
Ft it been for the 'pdfoner had he followed 
~~ ,fo temperat€ an example. 

« The Major's narrative proceeds in re­
r, fpea to Colonel' Henley's dif~ounting, 
"catching the fire1Qck and ftabbiilg 
." Reeves; in conformity to all the wit­
"neffes for the profecu,tion, except that 
" the cirwmftance of ordering one of the 
" guard to run the Corporal through is 
~, omitted, and his recolleCtion being called 
6' to that circumftance, by a' queftion in 
IlC the crofs-examination; he replies, "He 
~, did not hear him" (but with a candor 
c.C and tenderneiS to his oath, which never 

" departsfrom.him) he adds, -" He M1611't 

" have given fuch an order and I not hear it. 

"The foregoing evidence, therefore, 
~, is net fuaken-by any ~orttradia:ion; but 

"it 
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" it is immediately after augmented by an 
" entire new circum!tance, viz. that after 
" the firft thruil:, upon Reeves's frill talk­
" ing to Colonel Henley, he il:epped back, 
" and made a motion to cock the firelo~k, 
" and added, he would blow his brains 
"out, or words to that effeCt, when a 
" Britifu {oldier took hold. of th<: firelock 
"and threw it up. I requeft the Court 
n to take notice, that MajQr Sweaf~y, un­
" called ~pon by ~ny leading queftion, 
-' remembers that act which faved' Re~ves 
" from a fecond thruft, accolllp~n\ed per­
" haps with fire. Can any doubt be now 
" entertained of' Colonel Henley's refolu­
I' tion? I think I have proof they were 
" obvious to Major Sweafey, at the time, 
" by the very remarkable part of the evi­
"dencCl. "1 tpen got off my horft (a con· 
" duCt worthy his charaCter, expreffive of 
"his apprehenfions and his humanity) 
" and !;tgged ColonA Henley to 'fend Reeves 

,I' to the G.uard-PQuJe,"--The Qth~r peti .. 

~' tioners 
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Cf tioners joined their ~ntereeffion) ~nld the 
U man's life at lafi: W;lS faved. 

(C It m~y perhaps be objected to this 
~'argument, that Major Sweafey, upon 
"being a.~ed, in the crofs,-examination, 
"whether he thought Colonel Benley 
~, made a thrufr with an intent to injure 

, - -

~, or to filence the Corporal; anfwers, to 
q filence hi~ j for if he had pufhed his 
~, arm forward, h~ would hflv~ run him 
~, through. 

f' And in another place he 11lak~s ufe of 
~' the words, "to frill him, 

" 1 ieorn tomlmu4t~~ that a wit~lefS 

" of the Major's defeription meant to keep 
4' a falvQ~PQn h;~ mind, ilnd;purpofely to 
" ufe ~ny term of ambigllity. I upon my 
~'-ho?or ,believe, that when the Mtijor 
J' makes ufe of the words to filence or to ': 

\ 

4' frill, be means to terrify him till he, h~ld 

" ~~s 
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H hls -tengue; but I beg leave to obferve; 
" that great difference might be made in 
" the Major's "opinion, between the time 
" the aCt was can1mitted, and fhe time 
" his fentiments are afked in Court.-The 
" converf.ation with Colonel Henley, the 
(I belief.of his other friends, and the C:111:­

" dor of his own heart now perfuaded 
" him, that the Colonel's intents were in~ 
"nocent. His OWn interference and in­
i, tercefIion mark his doubts,at "leaft it 
" the time, and did they not, theCourf 
" will holdthemfelves bound to aCl upon 
" their own opinion,· formed upon 'Com-

" . 
"bination and comparifon of circum-
cc frances, and not upon the opinion of 
" another, which is no evidence. They 
"will alfo recolleCt, that this opinion 
cc goes only tt> the firfi: flab, and is formed 
" upon its not being forcible. it does 
c, bot appear that the Major formed any 
"opinion, nor ihdeed could he, upon 
(c what fQrcewould have been the fec6nd 

~c ftab 
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~ .. flab of a man, rifing iIi a pamoH, had 
" it not been prevented by feizing the 
" bayonet and his interceilion. 

-, It· is not necdfary to trouble the 
« Court with a review of any other parts 
" of this upright evidence, which is long. 
" The anfwers to the crofs quefiions in 

. H general go to a full confirmation of the 
"narrative, with this one addition and 
H aggravation of Colonel Henley's con-

I 

(C duCt, that the Major thinks the lan-
" guage of Reeves was addreifed more to 
"himfelf than the Colonel, till after 
~t the {tah. 

" Captain V{ild, of the Militia, is the 
" next witnefs, and confirn,1s the. excufe 
" of Reeves, and every other circumfrance 
"in the beginning of the affair, as ftated 
" by the former witnefies, and by Major 
" Sweafey, except the fmall difference that 
" Colonel Henley, not Major Sweafer, 

" firfi: 
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,. firll: made ufe of the word RafcaI. He 

"mentions afterwards another new cir­
(( cumfrance, that the prior witnefs had 
cc forgot, viz. " Reeves turning to Buchanan, 

" and damning him, foing.., why don't you 
")land up for your King tmd Country.-­
" Buchantl1z drjired him to be )lill. Reeves 

« replied, God damn them all, I'll )land up 

" fir my King and Country while 1 have lift ; 

" if I had arms and ammunition I would 
(. Joon be with General Howe and be re­

" venged." ----He afterwards relates, in a 
" very circumftantial manner, making the 
" pUnl at Reeves; "Reeves ftepped back 
" one foot, but the bayonet pricked him," 
" and the lifting up the' piece a fecond 
" time, and Buchanan feizing it and turn-

_" ing it afide. 

" Upon the cro[s queftioning, the wit­
"nefs gives nearly the fame anfwers as 
" Mmor Swearey, upon the matter of opi­
'" nion of Colonel Henley's intention, 2.nd 

" of 
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" of not hearing Colonel Henley order 
" a man of the guard' to run Reeves 
"througl~, before he difmounted, but 
" repeating the firfr, the manner in which 
U this Gentleman expreifes himfelf is re­
" markable: "1 belie'7.;e )'o.tt only mea7lt 

« to Jilence him, as YOlt '/poke mildly, till 

" Reeves Jaid, Goq damn them all." That 
" Captain Wild thought the Colonel, was 
"in a paffion afterwards, is clear from 
" his anfwer to the queftion, "whether 

" it is a rule In the Continental fervice, to 

"Jilence men by the bayonet or Jword ; when 
" he replied, it is not, but when a mall's 

(( temper is raifed, he is apt to do things he 

" would not at other times. 

" I cannot quit this evidence, without 
cc c1affing it with Major Sweafey's, and 
"while it does honor to the witnefs, in 
H point of truth a~d candour, it is to he 

" remarked, that it is alfo exceedingly cir­
u,cumftantial, new and leading circum-

" fiances 
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"frances are remembered, none forgot, 
" except the order to the guard, and the 
" Court will fee by and by, 'Yhy I fo folicit 
" their attention to thefe remarks. 

" The witneffes that follow are indeed 
" of a very different fort; the Court will 
"recolleCt the appearance of the firfr. 
" Corporal Dean, he told his frory very 
"fluently, with toat remarkable new 
"incident of provocation in Corporal 
" Reeves, who, he fwears ,pofitively, faid 
" to Colonel Henley,~" if I am a rafcal, 

" Y0lt are a damned rafcal; but after all this 
" fluency and recolleCtion, upon his crofs 
" queftioning, neither encouragement, nor 
" admonition, nor patience, nor leading 
"queftion, could draw an anfwer that 
" any man could underftand; and parti­
"cularly the Court will remember his 
" fllence and his countenance, when pre{fed 
" to declare his fentiments upon the obI i­
« gation of an oath; I will n9t be fo un 

" candid 
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« candid as pofitively to pronounce upon 
« guilt from appearance, but it is the great 
« value of parole evidence, that a Court 
cc may fee the manner, and thence form a 
" judgment upon the credibility of a wit­
" nefs.-From what probable caufe did the 
cc confufion of this man arife ?-It was 
(C not the awe of the Court; and it is fair 
" to fuppofe it is a weaknefs of under­
" ftanding; conf,equently he was a fit fub .. 
",fubjeB: to be tutored, and if not wilfuIly 
,c perjured, led into a belief of more than 
'~ he actually faw and heard. 

" He is followed by a firing of the beft 
« inftruB:.ed young men that ever related 
" a fiory in public---Elijah Horton, Silas 
"Mo[s, James Brazer, Wedfworth Hor­
«ton, and John Beny, moil: of them lads 
" of fixteen years of age. 

~( I need not recall to the ~ourt the pre­
"cifion of the recital of thefe youths, nor 

Vor.:. It. M " the 
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"the mariner of their delivery.---It was 

" the exact tone and repetition of a fable 

" at fchool, and fo wdl w~s the leffon got 

" by heart, that there was not a. fingle 

H diffe~oeI1ce in the arioangeme11t, and fcaree 

" a fyllable mifplaeed. . But it is not only 

" in the fimilitude of memory thefe youths 

"'are extraordinary, they are equally re­

" markable in the precifion of their for­

" getfulnefs, with a recollection fo acute, 

" as to repeat verbatim a long fiory of 

,~' Corporal Reeves, and the. marked ex­

t( preilion of "damned raJcal" to Colonel 

" Henley; not one fyllable was heard by 

cc any Britifh witnefs, nor by thofe atten­

" tive, circumftantial, refpeCtable witneffes 

" Major Sweafey and Captain Wild; not 

'cc one of the whole five can remember a 

"vi'Ord or cireumfiance refpe0-ing the 
"Colonel's daml}ing RC('C'fS'S king and 

"Cl)lmtry, attempting a /:cond pajs, and 

"being prc7.'cnted by . Buchzman's Joizing 

" I he jirrllJck; to all' of which all the 

" other 
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( other witneHes have pofitively.fworn.--­
"Upon the whole, I <;ontend, that no 
" contradiction of witneifes could invali­
" date their teftimony more than fuch an 
" exact, conformity in circumfrances, fen­
" tences and words, when it was for the 
"purpore of five. perfons t<;> recolleCt the 
" fame frory, and an equal conformity in 
"the want of recollection in circum­
H_ fiances, that mufr indifpenfibly have 
" been' as manifefr to their obfervation, as 
" to' that of any other witnefs. 

« I owe an ap910gy to the Court for 
cc having dwelt upon the invalidation of 
" thefe witneifes longer than was necef­
" fary; for the weaknefs of their infrruc­
$. tor, whoever he has been, has counter­
" aCted his wickednefs, and it would do 
" no harm to this profecution, to give a 
" full [cope to their tefiimony, becauf~ 

" there is no maxim in law more clearly 
~.~ laid down, ,and more generally under-

M ~ " frood; 
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c.' frood, than that "no- qffrOlZt by 1lJords 01' 

"gejlures only is a .fi!fjicient provocation, fo 
" as to excufe or extenuate fitch aEls qf vio­

"fence as 1J2(lnifejlly endm/Scr the life of 
" CTwJtber. 

" The next matter to which the wit .. 

• ' nefies in defence have gone, is the frab­

fe, bing of Trudgett on the 8th of January, 

"and there likewife their teftimony has 

H ferved to aggrav'atc, infiead of contra­

~, dieting the charge.. Serjeant Kettle, in 

" particular, exprefsly fays, he thou~ht the 

" foldiers dtfer<L'ed jlabbillg, as they would 

" not get oU,t of the way; and in another 

'~place, that laughing and fnee1"ing as it 
"were (which he acknowledges was the 

" only provocation) was fufficient to juf ... 
" tify frabbin~. 

" I {hall give the Comt 11,0 trouble upon 

" the evidence brought to prm'e the .pro­

U 'C'?cation of a refcue; the efcape" of' 

" Buchanan 
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~'Bnchanan was nQt he.ard. withQut a 

" fmile in Court, nor can it be {er.iolli1y 
"commented on, exce.pt in the anfwer 
c~ of E[~l Pierce,a ladoffixteen, to 

"the Judge A.dvocate, who a1ked him 

" whether he thought he run the Britifh 
~, foldier into the body; "t believe I did 
" (fays he triumphantly) I pvjhedfis :hard 

~, as 1 could, and with a good will~he .cried 

H out God damn YQu." This is bJlt one of 
~, feveral infrances that .m~ght be feleB:ed 

'" from thefe proceedings, to {hew the de .. 
" gree of ran~or to which: the 'mil1ds ,of 
H the American foldierswere extited~ 

4' Children that had fcarcdy loft the tafte 

" of their.mother's 11lilk, acquir~d a thirft 
f' for blood-....... ~among ~ho{e from ,whom 
~'they took- the example; the -CQ!.onel 
~, thinks q. man deferves <lea-th .if . he-looks 
-, fully; t4~ SeIjeant ,thinks· the ,farne if 
~'he fmiles.GoodGod,t 'What is the 
" value of . a Britiili lif~, ,,~~, flil~q a time, 

*" in fuch ltands. 
I 

MJ ~, In 
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" In a former' part of thefe proceedings: 
"lexpre1fed my defire that the J udge­
" Advocate would explailL to the Court 
" the dtabliihed principles of law, refpeCt­
H ing abfent perfons being acceffaries to 
"offences which they have in any man­
" ner influenced, andalmoft every fen­
" tence that has fallen from the bft wit­
" nefs upon the affair of Trudgett, is a 
" new call to prefs the confideration of 
" thofe principles. I am perfuaded the 
"learned gentleman will not contradict 
" me, in the few more leading propofi­
" tions I ihall add to thofe I mentioned on 
" a former occafion,. Firft, 'I Any VIm! 

'~ad'Vi}ing, injluencing, or countenancing ano­
"ther, he it by words, reward or e.xample, 
" to do mifchief, is an accejfary at a dijlance. 
"Secondly, 'I'hougb mifchief is committed 
" b.y different means tban thofe propofed be­
" tween injligatfjr and perpetrator; for in­
"jlance-p--.. A. perfuades B. to poifln C. he 
~, kills him by any other means; A. is O(ep. 

. "Jary. 
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r( Jary. Thirdly, When the principal goes 

"beyond the term of fllicitation, if in the 
" e'LJmt the pzifchief committed was a proba­
" Me confequenceof what was ordered or ad­
"'ViJed, the perfon gi'Villg fitch orders or ad­
" ,,-;ice will be acceJ!ary. 

" Apply the above maxims :-Colonel 
" Henley direCts his men only to kno'ck 
" down any Britifh foldier, who they think 
« looks ful~y at them (you have feen that 
« he often thought a much greater punifh­
" ment was due for fuch a crime as a fulky 
£( look) but we will fuppofe, he only or­
.~' del'S them to knock a man down, or to 

,,/ prick bz'm or jHlJ him, and a foldier fires 
" down,a common road, fticks his bayonet 
" into one, and ftrikes at. the brains of 
" another with the butt of his firelock, 
" Colon€! Henley is a party to the mif­
"chIef, whatever it may be, and upon a 
~, continuation of the principle laid ~own 
~ before,---" The ad 'Vice, orders or i~.fttlf:nce, 

M 4- "are 



q are Jlagitfousoh thefart of A---the events, 
"falling ott! ",e)'ond _ his original intentz'oil, 
(C eire ti2 the ordinarycourfe of things the pro­
{c. babie c07tje1'tunce of what B. does under the 
" influence,· and at the ir!fligation of A.---ana 
cc ther.efore, in the jufliceij the law, he is 
" aifwerable for tbem. 

C< So much, Sir, for the enormities com­
" mittedun'der the orders; influence, en­
« cauragement arid ex'ample of Colon'd 
"-Reilley" when he w:isnot 'prefertt; as 
" forthe reft, it is needlefs far me to fol- " 
~, low the witneffes brought by the Colonel 
" through 'all the parts; wherein they fe­
" verally anddiftinCtly confirm'the-former 
"evidence, upon the charges refpeCting 
v the attempt~upon ·Wilfan in the: C61o­
" nel's fight, 'and of the ftabbing Hadley 
cc 'with his own hands.~I !hall only re­
" mark one very ftrikirig circumftance, a 
" little previous to the latter faCt, which 
(' came our upon the fecorid examination 

" of 
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" of that ~ry honorable and fenfi-ble gen­
H tIeman, Majer Sweafey.--After Bu­

" chanah had run away,ColoncI'Henley 
" (having firft ordered fome men to load, 
u and put hhnfelfat the head of the whole 
" detachment )aiked Major Sweafey what 
" method he thought they fhould take to 
H recover -Buchanan: the Major faid "the 

U befl way wouldbe"toacquain! the Britijh 
" Commanding -Officer on the Hi!!, and he 
" made nodou,bt but he 'li:ould gi'Ve him up i1ll­
" mediately." The· Major went with a 
''''"mefI"age from" Colonel.Henley to Major 
c< Fofter, the Britiili -officer then com­

" manding, ~ho ordered 'the' man to-be 
" fought fdr"ahd corifined.-----'I ftate this 
" circlltnitance 'tofhew? .:not onl~ what 
"was the--ptdper and niatty 'method of 
u avoiding l ahfe~ences _ -and ill . blood 'in 
., faa, but-affoto-fhcW,that lhls<infthoa. 
"Was --ur6t:Se'r" in . thejtid'ginent -or 'your 
~'owti" lerlip-erate' uffiters .------'The Major 
~'-prceeM to.fay, ~that'C;:olonel Heriley'ap-

. ~' peared 
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~. peared perfectly fatisfied with the an~ 
" fwer he brought from Major Fofter, but 
{C it is well worthy remark, that the vio~ 
cc lent act of ftabbing Hadley, was com4 
" mitted in the interim of Major Sweafey's 
~' leaving Colonel Henley and his retun1. ' 

<J The whole ftrefs of the evidence upon 
" the defence I have not remarked upon, 
c< goes to one lingle pcjnt, viz. to prove 
"provocation. I have admitted that a 
" centry was knocked down, as I readily 
" admit evelY flighter provocation aHedg.; 
"ed, and £hall not give a moment's trou .. 
"ble to the .Court, in addition to what I 
" argued and quoted in a former pa.rt of 
" the proceedings, upon this fubject, from 
" undeniable authority of law--,..,.J airume 
"it to. be undeniable, becaufe I under.,. 
".frand, gentlemen, that the criminal and 
" common law of England, as well as great 
"part of the Statute Law, are, notwith, . 
~' ftanding· your ,prefent feparation, .. ip. 

!~ force 
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" force and praCtice in your Government~ 
" and that yout articles of war are almoft 
~' tranfcripts from ours. 

" The maxims then, to which I have 
~c alluded will hold equally good in martial 
~c and other judicatures. 

" I have only, Sir, to revert to the lead..: 
(C ing propofition, and affirm that the 
" charges arc proved in the fullea man- . 
"ner, even by the prifoner's witneffes~ 

" It is .not for me to fuggeft an opinion 
" upon' the nature of punifument. I 
" fcorn'the idea of feeling joy from the 
,f' moft rigorous fentence 1 and the moil: 
~, perfect acquittal would not harm me 
~'further, than that fuch an example 
" might continue the infecurity of the 
~. troops. Inflexible and impartialjuftice~ 
~, and rigid difcipline, are the vital prin. 
" ciples upon whiCh, a Republic rifes to 
~'maturity, and eftabliihes itfelf in refpect 

~' and 
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"and fame--ShoUld the Court, upon 

" due refleCtion, find thefe principles re­

t( concileable with lenity in the p1"etent 

" cafe, and the great tribunal.of the world 

" be of a contrary judgment, this caufe 
" cannot ,be [aid to have mifcarried. 

(' As to the difpleafure which this pro­

t, fecution may, bring upon me, I fear,' in 

" the prefent temper of this part of the 
« country, it is not to be avoided. I 
" frand'in th.is circle, at beft an unpopular; 

~( with the fanguine enemies of :13ritain, 
u perhaps an obnoxiouschara8:er. This 

"ntuation, though-difagreeable; does riot 
", make me . miferable. ' I wrap myfelf .in 

'U the integrity of my intentions, and, oan 
~, looktound me with a finile. Implaca­

"hIe: hcttred is.-a {carce weed in ev-ery foil; 
CI :and :.£000 is overcome' and -foft, under 

"the faire'r ~nd'more .abundant-growth. of 
"'culti'\l'attdJhunianitY ~ To thernultitude 

cc who only-regard -me'.witih .thetl!anfient 

" anger 
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~' anger that p61itical opinions and the {)c­
" currences of the time occafion, I retain 
" not a thought of refentment, becaufe I 
cc know the Qifpofition and hour will 
(' come, when Jleadimfs of princi'ple, that 
" favorite characterifiic in America, will 
" recommend me amongfi my worfr ene­
" mies: As ChrifiiansI truft they will 
H forgive me; in fpite of prejudice I know 

_ " they will refpect me. 

" But from the prefent refentful fenti­
" inents of this audience,. fhould I carry 
.. my appreh~nfion further, and [uppo[e 

" it poffible that mifapprehenii.on or mif· 
"reprefentation of my conduct, fnould 
" operate upon the fupreme rulers of this 
"country to treat me with feverity, I hope 
" I fiHmld frill find myfelf prepared.---Let 
"Jufpenfion be added to fufpenfion, and 
(' 4ealth and fortune, and fame, and life, 
,,' become fuccefiive forfeits in this lingering 
~' war-I fuallla,y at laft down my devoted 

" head 
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&< head with this confolitary refleCtioI1, 
c< that I have done what I ought----that I 

" have performed to the beft of my power 
" my duty to my country, to the Britifh 
c< troops under my charge, and to my­
ce fe1f----and above all, it will be confola­

~'tion to refleCt, that however mifinter­
"preted or abufed, I have aCted in all 
"infrances, and fpecifically in this trial, 
« without a fpark of private malice to­
" wards any individual foever. With this 
" declaration I opened, with the fame I 
"conclude, and have only to affure the 
" Court of myacknowledgemel/ts for the 
£< patience, the attention, and the civility 
" which they have heard me." 

Common jufiice-the laws of Nature 
and of arms, were never more forcibly 
depicted, that in this flight of ingel1uity 
and of eloquence, in which nothing ap­
peared more confpicuous than truth, nor 
blazed higher than humanity-determined 

pr~iudi(-: 
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prejudice and enthufiafiic rage alone could 
withft9-nd it-you might read conviCtion 
itfelf in every face, afhamed to be convic­
ted-and fee" what will perhaps never be 
[een again,. the blufh of COhfcioufneij> on 
the cheek of an American--for blick as 
their hearts are, their countenance feldom 
betrays them.---Thefe are my fentiments. 
abftraCted from party or intel'eft, God fend 

I may have reafoJ1 to change them. 

Yours, &c. 

L E T-
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LET T E R LIlT. 

MY nEAR. FRIEND, 

Cambridge, i,l }h·w El1glam!, 
March 20, 1778. 

By this time you are become highly 
interefted for the iffue of this trial, 

and therefore I fit down to give you the 
Judge Advocate's reply, and the fentence 
of the Court. After the General had 
finilhed his fpeech, Mr. Tudor, the Judge 
Advocate, a little vain conceited fellow, 

in a pert flippant manner, addreffed the 

Court as follows: 

" AIr. 
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cc Mr. Pre)ident, and Gentlemen of the 

" Court. 

" It has at laft become my duty to fum 
" up thefe proceedings, which by accidents 
" and other unavoidable caufes, have been 
" drawn on to this period; they have ex­
" cited much talk and public difquifition, 
" but have acquired greater force from the 
" abilities of the profecutorJ than from 
" their real merits. 

" Pains have been taken, and every al­
" luring art has been ufed to perfuade the 
U Court to confider what may be the po­
" pular opinion in other countries; but" 
"gentlemen, though it was nece{[ary for 
" the public honor, that Colonel Henley 
" fhould be removed from his command, 
" that firft a Court of Enquiry, and then 
" a Court-martialfhould be held, you will 
" now regard the merits as they affeCt the 
" Officer under trial, and the fervice of the 
f., States alone.-----The Court fits upon 

N " truth 
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" truth and honor, the ftrongeft ties upon 
" foldiers; you will decide upon thofe 
cc motives, and upon jufiice, and your pro­
" ceedings will ever remain a teftimony 
" againft any men who would dare to ac­

" cufe you of partiality. 

" It is now my duty to fiate the faCts 
" .as they rife from the evidence, ihipped 
" of all that meretricious colouring which 
" uncommon ingenuity and refined elo­
" quence have thrown upon it. It is not 
" my intention to catch the cmwd by 
"well turned periods; I am fenfible of 
" my deficiency.-----I am an American, 
" warmly attached to my country, known 
" to be a friend to the prifoner---yet, not­
" withfianding thofe reafons may with the 
"jealous fubject me to cenfure, I fuall 
" eg,deavour to preferve as impartial a line 
"as poffible----I am determined in this 
" caufe to be of no party. 

" Infinuations 
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" Infinuations of a general maffacre 
(C have been dreiTed out in all the pomp 
" which attic language could give, and 
" wanted only truth to have made it felt 
" as far as the public were concerned. It 
" is un~ece{fary to fay more· upon that 
" fubjeCt; I have endeavoured to reduce 
"the other charges into method, and 
" propofe to feparate them into five faCts, 
" in all of which Colonel Henley is con­
" iidered as a principal or an acceffary. 

" The firf\: is as a principal, with re­
" fpeCt to ftabbing, wounding, or prick­
"ing (for it has been called by each of 
"·thefe terms) Corporal Reeves, of the 
" ninth regiment. 

" The next is to prove a Provincial 
" Serjean~ having ftabbed Thomas Trud­
«gett, of the twenty":fourth regiment; 
" Colonel Henley in this appears only an 
" acceiTary. 

Nz " The 
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" The third is the ftabbing of Wilfon, 
" in which likewife he is confidered as an 
" acceffary. 

" The fourth faCt alludes to the ftab­
" bing Corporal Hadley, in which Colonel 
" Henley is a principal. 

" The laft contains a general principle. 
" not 0111y of all the American officers 
" being bloodily inclined towards the Bri­
"tiili troops, but that COIOB!;1 Henley 
" foftered and encouraged principles of 
" this b~oody nature. 

"The evidence, gentlemen, muft be 
" read, and I ihall firfi read that of the 
"profecution, and then that in fupport 
" of the defence, faa by faCt. 

" The firft faCt is with refpeCt to Colo­
" nel Henley's ftabbing Reeves (her~ he 

" read the e'l)id~nce Oll both Jides.)-It 
" may 
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c' may be neceifary to mention a few cir­
" cumfiances. 

(( It appears from the evidence of Major 
" Sweafey, that Colonel Henley went to 
" the barracks with the temper of a man 
" going to gratify benevolent feelings. 

" The prifoners were ordered out and 
" paraded, and the Colonel addreifed them 
" mildly. 

" The Court fits to judge of the credi­
"bility of the witneifes; there may be 
" characters of fo fufpicious a nature that 
" though they cannot be abfolutely ac­
" cufed of peljury, yet circum fiances ap­
" pear ihong againfi: them. 

"The Court will be pleafed to recol­
"lect, that Buchanan was afterwards the 
" means of getting Hadley fiabbed, and 
" the Court will give what regard they 

N 3 ,~ chufe 
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" chufe to the credibility of his teftimony: 
" Upon the whole, it appears., that Ree\'es 
" behaved with great iniolence. It may 
" be colleCted, that his looks and ma,nners 
" were more provoking than his words, 
« which may frequently be the cafe, yet 
" with all this provocation, there is no 
« reafon to fuppofe the Colonel even in­
" tended more than to frighten him to 
<C filence; th~ very ~Ct {heyvs it, the 

« bayonet was placed againft hi~ brea,it, 
" not thruft with violence; this appears 
" from the teftimony of many witneffes, 
« and the arguments to invalidate fome 
" of them are very uncommon, viz. that 
"they have exaCtly agreed. I beg t~le 

" Court to recolleCt with what an air of 
"fincerity, as well as acutenefs, one of 
" the youths, in particular, gave his evi­
« dence: His ingenious manner muft have 
~: made an impreffion. 

,; The 
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"The General has called upon me to 
"expbin, whether Colonel Henley's dif­
" mounting and taking a firelock was not 
" !nalice propenfe in law? I think not, for 
" the aCt that followed it feemed not the 
" effeCt of any malicious intention. 

" The next faCt is the ftabbing Trud­
"gett." (Here he read the evidence on both 

jides.) 

~, A great deal of ftrefs has been laId 

F' upon the dQCtrine of accomplice; and 
~, the General has argued with a know­
" ledge and ingenuity that would do credit 
" to the ableft of my profeffion; 'but the 
" doCtrine does not apply, becaufe there 
H is no proof nor rea[on 10 fuppofe'that 
" the Colonel had given fuch orders, or 
" u[ed fuch influenc~ as to excite men to 
H aCts ·of violence., His written orders 
~, indeed prove tlle direCt contrary; and 
f' if a fuperior in command is fe[ponfible 

~ 4- " for 
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" for every aCtion committed by his In­
"feriors, as well might we make the Ge­
"neral a party in the lllurder of Mifs 
U Macrea (the cataftrophe of this young 
"Lady I mentioned in a_letter to you 

during the campaigil) "becaufe the 1n­
" dians who committed that murder, were 
ct under the General's orders; -an aCt of 
(( which I believe he frands acquitted 10 

" the opinion of every perfon." 

I think you will coincide in OpInIOn, 
that the Judge Advocate plainly evinced 
his profeffion, as I think the comparifon 
can in no degree hold good: one was in 
time of' hoftilities, where two parties are 
oppofing each other; the other at a time 
when a fet of men, unarmed, prifoners, 
are in a peaceable country, and amenable 
to the laws of the State for any crime they 
committed, therefore could 'oilly be meant 
as an obloquy againft the General. 

" The 
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" The next faCt, which is that of ftab­

"bing Wilf9n, Y<i>uwill find depends 

"much upon the refcue of Buchanan. 

"The Court will judge whether this was 

" a refcue· or n,ot j if it was one, I will 

" maintain that Colonel Henley, exclufive 

" of his military command, confidered 

"only as a private magifirate, in peace­
"able times, was juftified by law and 

" clJilom inputting to . death any perfon 
"'who 'attempted to force a prifoner out 

" of cuftody; and this leads to the con-
4' .fidi::~ation of the principal, and I' muft . 

"con'fefs the moil: unaccountable tranf. 

" a€tion, the ftabbing of Hadley. (Evi­
dent:e on b(Jth fides read.) 

"It muft be acknowledged,' that' Co ... 

C( lonel Henley aEted in this affair with a 

"degree of warmth which his' beft friends 

" cannot' defend, arid itmuft: reft with 
" the Court to combine the various cir-

, curi1ftances of his fituation, and to con­

" fider 
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" fider the nature and extent of the pro.; 
f' vocations he received. Jf they can fup~ 
" pofe a man capable of deliberately and 
"wantonly running an innocent man 
" through the body, they will be bound 
" by their paths and their honor' to infliCt 
(( a proper punifhment; on the other hand, 
cc if they think fu<;h repeated, provocation; 
H fuch infolence and ipfult; as were offere'cl 
f' daily and hourly to the troops under his 
"command, and particularly before his 
" eyes, in the refcue of Buchal1;m, they will 
" make due allowances for a high fpirited 
" officer,animated in his duty and<by -re2 
~'fentmeflt for affronts offered' t6' hiS" 
cc country. As for the fuppofition that 
" Colonel Henley foftered and encouraged 
," principles of a bloody nature by his ge­
," neral conduCt, it needs no other-con'': 
~' futation than the want of any proof on' 
n the other fide, and his general charaCter: 
~, My friend is known to be of a warm 

~ temper; it muft be allowed, warmth has 
~ carried 
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(C carried 'him too far; but a mor~ ge .. ; 
~' nerous) honorable m-humane man, does 
q not live in the American, or any other 
~, army. The behaviour of the Britiih 
" troops in gelleral, who .. notwithftanding 
"the~r fituatioll treated ours upon every 
,~ occafion with pride, contempt and out-

I 

"rage, is notorious, and the inftances 
" weremqny which called upon an officer 
" for illfiallt anq exemplary ~haftifement. 
" ~ow little it was to be obtained by ~p­
". plicatiop. to the Britifhofficers, appea.fs. 
", by wh<~t paIred with Colonel Lind, and., 
".py other parts of thef~ proceeding~." 

Leaft y~u. might be le5:! to imaghle that 
the Britifu officers were. culpable; I {hall' 
. quote part 'of Colonel ~ind's. evid~nce, to' 
point out wherein the Judge Advocate" had· 
m,ifapplied the evi~ence. ~fter proving 
the 'cen,try nrea upon ~_ wom~n,., and with 
great difficulty got accefs to the American. 
c;>fficer that commallded, fays Colonel 

Lind., 
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Lind, "I related to him what had paffed 

between the woman and the centrx, beg­
ging he would order- him to be confined, 
that the affair might be enquired into, he 
told me be could not (thefe are the. words 
the Judge Advocate has applied 'Vice 'Verfa) 

and that the centries had particular orders 
to fire upon all women, as well as foldiers, 
who attempted to pars them. I then ob­
ferved that it was a very extraordinary or­
der, that I was fure General Heath could 
never intenci that women fhould he fired 
upon, and that it mufi: have beeh a mif­
take; he replied, that it was not his par­
ticular affair, that the centry had his or­
ders, and I might feek redrefs e1fewhere ~ 
we then parted.~This is the whole evi­
dence of Colonel Lind, therefore I leave 
you to judge how it can have the leaftaffi­
nity to what ~he Judge Advocate has in­
finuated, that no redrefs was to be had 
from the Britifh officers : . but to the con­
dufiol1 of his fpeech. 

" I will 



THROUGH AMERICA: 189 

" I will troubl~ the Court no longer---­
" it may perhaps appear that I have plead .. 
" ed for Colonel Henley more than I pro­
" pofed when I began: He is, I confefs, 
" my friend; the man I efieem for the 
" goodnefs of his heart, for his fpirit as 
" an officer~ and the attachment to the 
" caufe of his country; and if I have 
" erred in making myfelf more his coun­
" fel than counfel for the profecution, I 
" have done fa, becaufe I thought a caufe 
" fupported on one fide by fa able an ad­
"voc-ate as General Burgoyne, required 
"every poffible fair affiftance on the 

" other." 

Throughout the whole of the Judge 
Advocate's fumming up the evidence, he 
has not taken the leaft notice of the Co­
lonel's fpeech to Serjeant F.'leming, which, 
in my opinion, points out his charaCter 
very firongly; nor has he confuted the 
witneffes produced in fupport of the pro-

, fecution, 
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feeutiol1'; '~Uf willies to impre[s the C6urt 
that Colonel Henley; is a good m:~n-,' and 
to·takehis word for it, as he 'ishk parti­
cular friend; 

This trial, which C6mrtiehced the 20th 
of January, and' by adjournments,' was 
ptotraEted till the loth of February, you 
muft naturally imagine; raifed our anxiety; 
as no doubt it does yours, for the fentence 
of the Court, when it was given to General 
Heath.--but it was not given out 'till the 
27th of February, thus you have it ver­
batim from our general orders. 

Head ~arters, Boj/on, Feb. '27, 1788. 

EXTRACT FROM GENERAL ORDERS •. 

" Colonel· David Henley, late Corn­
"man ding Officer of the poft at Carn­
"bridge, tried at the Special ·General 
" Court Martial, whereof Brigadier Ge­
., neral Glover was Prefident, accufed by 

" Lieutenant 
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" Lieutenant General Burgoyne, of a ge­
"neral tenor of language . and conduct 
"heinoufly criminal as an officer, and 
"unbecoming as a man) of the moft 
~'indecent, violent, vindicrive feverity 
" againft unarmed men, and of an inten- . 
" tional murder. 

" The Court, after mature confidera­
"tion, are of opinion, that the charge 
" againft Colonel Henley is not fupport­
" ed, and that he be difcharged from his 
" arreft. 

" The General approves the opinion of 
" the Court, thanks them for their un­
"wearied endeavors to invefrigate the 
"truth, and orders Colonel Henley to 
"reaffume his command at Cambridge 
" immediately. 

" The General thinks it to be his duty, 
"on this occafion, to obferve, that al. 

" though 
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" though the conduCt of Lieutenant Ge­
" neral Burgoyne (as pro[ecutor againft 
" Colonel Henley) in the courfe of the 
4( foregoing trial, in his f~veral fpeeches 
" and pleas may be warranted by fome 
" like precedents in Britifu Court .... martials, 
« yet as it is altogether novel in the pro­

" ceedings of any general Court-martial 
"in the army of the United States of 
"America, w hofe rules and articles of 
U war direCt. that the Judge Advocate 
c< General. fhall T)rofecute, in the name of ... 
" the United States, and as different prac-
e< tice tends to render Courts-martial both 
"tedious and expenfive, he does proteft 
"againft th;s inftance being drawn into 

" preced.~nt in future. 
" Signed J. KEITH, D. A. G." 

In contequence of this acquittal, Colo­
nel Henley rea[fumed his command the 

next day, but merely for form fake, as the 
next week Colonel Lee took the command, 

which 
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which he had when we firft art·ived. 
Affairs are much better regulat~d, every 
thing is now in perfeCt tranquillity, and 
a good underfrandirtg has taken place 
between our troops and the Americans.--­
Colonel Lee has remedied one great evil, 
in which I cannot help thinking Colonel 
Henley was interefred, which Was com­
pelling our foldiers to purchafe all their 
provifions at two frores in the barracks, 
and not permitting them to fend to Cam­
bridge; where they were much cheaper.­
Paffes have been granted for a Serjeant 
and fo many men, to go out and purchafe 
prpvifions, by which means the ftores 
cannot impofe on the troops, and they 
now fell their commodities at the, market 
price. Having fo long dwelt upon public 
affairs, you no doubt will be happy to 
hear fomething relative to my own . 

. The refolution of Congrefs in prevent~ 
ing our embarkation was a very fevere 

VOL. II. 0 trial 
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trial indeed1 but we are now become more 
reconciled; and as Hope, that great fup­
port through life, never forfakes us, we 
are in expeCtation that at the end of the 
enfuing campaign. we may in all proba­
bility be regularly exchanged; for my 
own part, I have made up my mind ;-­
and as I find Cambridge very ex pen five> 
on account of the great number of officers 
who reflde there, I am going to remove 
my quarters to a farm haufe, near the 
town of Myftic, in order to live a little 
reafonable; we have had no pay fince our 
arrival, but what has been in paper 
money, which lowers very faft, fo that 
you' are, compelled to purchafe fuch 
articles as you think you are in want of~ 
otherwife your money will not be a third 
of the value it was at the. time you re­
ceived it. The exchax:ge of hard money 
is now at the rate of forty and fifty paper 
dollars for a guinea. What mull: you 
think of the depreciation in thefe few 

months, 
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months, flnce we were made prifc.mers, 
when we could with difficulty get only:, 
mne. On aeeou-nt of unavoidable . ex­
penees, and the depreciation of the paper 
currency, I have drawn on you for fifty 
pounds, whkh bill you will pleafe to 
honor, and place to the account of 

Your's, &c, 

t E T-
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. L 'E T T E R LIV. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

M..vJlic, in N1!'W Englmul, 
Nay 10, 1778. 

11 has ever D~en ,a maxim in all age~7 
and unh<J.ppIly formed upon expen­

ence, that events are feldom anfwerable 
to e~peaatl0ns; when we form to our-

o felves a promifing profpe8:, how mortify­
ing is a difappointment-fuch is our pre­

fent fituation.. for after a fecond· applica­
tion 9f General Burgoyne to Congrefs, 
to effeCt our liberty, in which fiate of 
fufpetlee we ha'l'e been for a length of 
time, he has at laft receiv!;!d a pofitive de-

nial_ 
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nial to his repeated folicitations. They 
have, however, on the 3d of laft March, 
paffed a refolve, that Lieutenant General 
Burgoyne, on account of his ill ftate of 
health, may have leave to embark for Eng­
land; and D10rtly after this intelligence, 
he left the army for that purpofe; This 
final refolution of Congrefs, makes our 
prefent fituation very trying; however, we 
are forced to be contented, for the greater 
power bears the fway all the world over. 

From the converfation of a number of 
gentlemen of the firfi name and property, 
who were not quite fo violent in their mea­
fure as a Hancok or an Adams; I have been 
thoroughly cOllvinced, that none of them 
entertain the mofr difiant thought of with­
drawii1g from our Government at the 
C0mmencement of hofiilities, but now they 
have joined in that hereditary and fettled 
hatred which the New Englanders in ge­
neral ever entertained againft the coni1:itu~ 

03 tion 
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ti.On pf our country, both in Church and 
State, ever exclaiming again!t tyranny and 
perfecution, have aifumed a power un­
mafked, and are cruel infolent and perfe­
~llting; ~xclufive of their daily imprifon­
ing and harrqffing the poor Loyalifts, I 
think the trial of Colonel Henley fuffi­
ciently ma~ks their c4ara~er. 

The Spring is now far advanced, and 
the ~ountry around has a charming ap­
pearance; our attention to. the many 
novelties that prefent themfe1ves is taken 
offby the variety of birds, whofe plumage 
is peculiarly beautiful, the moil: remark­
able are the Fire-bird, Hanging-bird, 
.f31ue-b~rd and Hllmming~bi[(l~ 

The Fire.bir-d is fomewhat larger than 
a [parrow, and its plumage is of a fine 
deep yellow, refembling a flame color, from 
whence it derives its name. 

The 
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The Hanging-bird is of about the fame 

:fize, of a briHiant orange, with a few black 

feathers in the wing, which forms a pleaf­

ing contrall:: It appears as if this bird was 

fenfible what enemies men, as well as other 

animals, are to the young of the feathered 

-creation, for they conH:ruct their nell:s ,;!p-
-on the extremity of a large bough, not in 
the nature of other birds, but fufpended at 

a confiderable diftance from the bough, 

refembling a hornet's neft; 011 one fide 
there is a hole where the birds enter. It 

is fomewhat remarkable that thefe nefts, 

though fufpended near two feet and a half 

from the branch of the tree, and that only 

by five or fix fmall cords which thefe birds 

make from the loo[e 'hemp that they pick 

up, they are never blown 'down by the 

high. winds. I was prefent at the taking 

of one of thefe nefts, and it was with great 

difficulty it could be difengaged from the 
branch, without defttoying the whole neil:. 
The young ones are the moil: tractable of 

04 the 



200 .I N T E RIO R T R A VEL ~ 

the feathered tribe, and in the hands of 
thofe who would befrow time and pains, 
they might be infrruCted in a variety of 
little tricks and fancies. 

An officer, who was ill and confined to 
his room, "being a great bird-fancier, had 
a neil: with thefe young ones brought him, 
which he amufed himfelf with, and find .. 
ing them traCtable, he fed them with flies, 
for which they would follow him all round 
the room: in a !hort time he had them in 
fuch command, that they would at his 
defire, retire to their nefr, and come out 
again either fingly, or all three together: 
one he had fuch fway over, that he would 
take it into the garden, and let it fly into 
a tree, and the inftant he called it, the 
bird flew and perched on his !houlder. 

The Blue-bird is of the fize, and nearly 
as numerous as the [parrow; there is no­
thing remarkable about this bird but its 

plumage) 
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plumage~ 'Y"'hich is of the moil: beautiful 
mazarine,arid Wh€ll the rays of the Sun 
reflect on it, the color is greatly heightened. 

,The Humming .. birds are in great plenty 
here, but not near fo numerous, as I am 

informed, they are to the Southward.-­
. This bir.d being not only beautiful, but 
having many peculiarities, and being the 
leail: of the feathered creation, not being 
much larger than anhumble~ bee, you'll 
cpardon my entering into a full' detail 
:Qf it. 

The _plumage of the, cock is beautiful in 
the extr~erne, :varyinginto an infinity of 
colour ~in one light it is of a liv,ely green, 
in another a· beautifuL blue, and in,anothet 
a fine· golden' colo{:, ·in iliOlt,' in every 

ray of light you. can pallibly turn it,' you 
diftiIJ.gulfu a different tint. Thi's little 
creature fubfifts upon the juice of flowers, 
which it fucks up ~ii:h a 10ngbi1l; it is 

really 
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really diverting to fee it putting its little 
bill into every flower in a circle; as foon 
as one is fucked, it flutters to the next j 

during the fucking the juice out of the 

flowers it never fettles on them, but flut­
ters continually like bees, and moves its 
)."'ings fo quick they appear hardly vifible, 
and during this fluttering make a hUlli­
ming noife. This bird is not very {hy, 
but if you attempt to feize it, flies off 
with the Iwiftnefs of an arrow . You 
would· hardly conceive how predominant 
the paffion of envy is among!! thefe little 
creatures; if feveral of them met on the 
[arne bed of flowers,. they attack each other 
with flich an impetuofity, that they feem 
as if they would pierce each other with 
their bills. In their combats they would 
often fly into a room if a window is open, 
fight a little, arid flutter away again; they 
not only poffefsthe paffion of envy, but 
anger; for if they meet with a flower that 
is "rithered, or that is withering, and con-

tain~ 
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tains no more juice, thefe little creatures, 
in a violent pallion, pluck it off and throw 
it on the ground. I have [cen in large 
gardens, where there has been many beds 
of flowers, the ground quite covered wi.th 
the effeCts of their rage. 

The Humming-bird being fo exceeding 
fmall, and very difficult to catch, I was 
greatly at a lo[s to procure one to Ruff 
~nd add to the colleaion I am making for 
you; fenfible that firing at it with [hot 
would '{hatter the little creature to atom$~ 
l knew not what method to devife to 
obtail1 on~, therefore confulted the inha­
bitants, : who informed me, they never 
~aught~hem unlefs they flew into a room 
when the window was open; for a week 
and upwards I fat in expeaation that 
that would happen, during which time 

J employed my thoughts a$ to fome 
~ther mode, when it occurred to me .... 
if I loaded a piftol with powder, and 

~ut 
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put fome fine [and as a' charge, I thoilgh~ 
the' great report would either fiun them, 
or the grains of [and would, beat them 

down: and after my patience iwas quite 
exhaufted as to the other mode of catching 
them, I adopted my own, wHich I fburid 
fucceeded to my with; for feeing one 
alight upon a flower, I fired at it~and it 
fell with the fl~wer; but was not killed, only 
ftunned with the- rep?rt; as ihortly after 
I had taken it up;: if'was near 'e[caping j 
-\vhat makes nie'imagine it was only ftim .. 
ned was, that the grairisof fand, had not 
hurt eV'en its featherS; but fo' a[certain 
the matter, 'I procured feveral only by 
puttmg powder in the pifiol, 'wIii<!h'fully 
proved it was the report'that had' effect on' 
them. 

, It is looked upon as a great rarity in. 
deed, if the neil: of this little bird is 'found:. 
and it is metelyacCIdental" as 'thet"are 
oi11y to' be m~t with ih fwamp..s~ when'tlte 

trees 
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trees are very thick of foliage. Having 
procured the bird, I was anxious to ob­
tain a neft, as I no doubt imagined that 
it was equally as curious as the bird itfelf, 
but well knowing any fearch that I could 
make would be in vain, I told feveral 
Negroes, who where cutting wood in a 
fwamp, if they found a neft and :Chewed it 
me I would give them a dollar; accord­
ingly, one morning a negro came and in­
formed me he had found one; I went with 
him into the middle of a large fwamp, and 
ftopping juft by where he had been cutting 
fome 'wood, he fays, "Mafia, Malia, dere 
is de neft," which not being very eafily dif­
cerned, he got a long pole and pointed to 
it, when even then I could not fee it, per­
ceiving nothing but mo[s; but taking away 
his pole haftily, he faid, " Malia, keep your 
eye dere, and you will fee de old one;" 
and ihortly after the old one came and 
fettled on the neft, between the forks of a 
bough; I afcended the tree, and was then 

as 
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(lS much at a 10fs to firiciit till the negro 
pointed to it, and I fnv the old one on the 

neil: _upon my approach {he flew off, and 

kept hovering al'ld humming about my 

head. In the !leil: there were two eggs; I 
cut off the branch the neil: was on, and 
defcended the tree, but coming down the 
main ilem, I had the misfortune to drop 

one of the eggs out of the neft, as I was 
obliged to bring the branch it was on in 
my mouth, and although the negro and 
rnyfelf fearched for it near an hour, we 

could ilot find it; I cannot but fay I was 

he~rtily vexed, as the eggs are the greateft 
curioflty: it is rather fortunate I have one 
left to fend you, otherwife you would 
fcarcely credit it, when I tell you, that 
although the bird, which, as I before men­
tioned, is not much larger than an humble 
bee, the eggs are' nearly as large as a 
wren's. 

Upon 
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Upon an examination of the neft, 1 was 
not furprized at my difcerning it with diffi­
culty from the, other mofs that grew on the 
tree, for the oudide has a coating of gre~l1 
mofs, fuch as is commonly on old pales, en­
clofures, and old tre~s; the neft, as well 
a~ the bird, is the leaft of all others j that 
which I have taken is round, and the in­
fide is of a brown and quite foft down, 
which feems to have been colleCted from 
theftems of the fumach, which are cover­
ed with a foft wool of this color, and the 
plant grows in great abundance here; the 
inner diameter of the neft is hardly a 
geometrical inch at the top, and the depth 
fcarce1y half an inch. I have taken pecu­
liar care of it, as well as the neft of ,the 
Hanging-bird, and fhall fend them by the 

firft opport~nity, and am fure you \-vill 
join with me in the adoration of that Be­
jng, who has endowed thefe creatures with 
fuch natural inftinEt, to guard againft the 
wiles of man and other enemies: but what 

c.[(~ature 
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creature is there' either6£lfenHv.e, . or 
inoffenfive, but fome of its fpecies has 
fallen a viCtim to the! rapacious hand of 

man. 

A few days fince,: walking out with fome 
,officers, we fiopped at a houfe to purchafe 
vegetables, whilit the other officers were 
'bargaining with the w{)man of the ~oufe, 
I obferved an elderly woman fitting by the 
fire, who was continually eyeing us, and 
every now and then fhedding a tear. J uft 
as we were quitting the hciufe £he got· up, 
and budting i~to tears, faid, , " Gentle­
men, will you let a poor difiracted woman 
fpeaka word to you before you go ?" We, 
as you muft naturally imagine, were all 

afroni£hed, and upon enquiring what !he 
wanted, with the moft poignant grief and ' 
fobbing as 'if her heart was on the point 
of breaking, alked if any of us knew her 
fon, who was killed at the battle of Hu­
berton, a Colonel Francis. Several of tis 

informed 
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informed her, that we had feen him .after 
he wq.s dead. She then enquired about his 
pocket-book, and if any of his p~pers were 
fafe, 'as fome related to his eftates,and if 
any of the foldiers had got his watch; if 
fhe could but obtain that in remembrance 
of her dear, dear'fon, fhe fhQuld be happy. 
Captain Fergufon, of our regiment, who 
was of the party, told her, as to the Co­
lonel's papers and' pocket-book, he was 
fearful they 'Yere :either ,loft or deftroyed ; 
hut puning a watch from his fob, faid, 
" There, ;.good woman, if that can make 
cc you happy, take it, and God blefs you:' 
We were all much furprized, as un~­
quainted, . ashe had made a purchafe of it 
from a drum-boy. On feeing it, it is impof­
fible to defcribethe joy and grief that was 
depiCted 1n her counten~nce; I never in all 
my life,' beheld fuch a ftrength of paffion; 
{he kiffed it, l(')Qked unutterable gratitude 
at Captpin Fergufon, then kiffed it again; 
her. feelings were inexpreffible, fhe knew 

VOL. II. P 'not 
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Qot how: to exprefs or jhew them; [he 

would repay his kindnefs by kiridnefs, but 
could only fob her thanks; our feelings 
were lifted up to an inexpreffible height; 
we promifed to fearch after the papers~ 
and I believe, at that moment, could have 
hazarded life itfelf to procure them. 

You know" I ever had an a v erfioh to tea~ 
as being highly detrimental to the fromach~ 
and always made ufe; of fame f~bftitute, I 
have now adopted 6ne~ which the inha,bi­

tants make ufe of,. ever .fi.rtce thl!Y, . made 
a virt.ue contrary to their inclinations, of 
not drinking tea at the time of the .Bofton 
Port Bill, which is the' flowers that groW' 
upon the fafiafras tree;. as to the efficacy 
of the root of this tree, in aU, fcorbutic 
cafes; it is well known, I therefore conceive 
the flO\~e.rs rquft have more virtue,; the 
flavor that they produce is extremely deli­
,(jOllS, greatly refembling that of a '(each: 

the 
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the 'faffafras trees grm.y in abundance, they 
. are [cattered on the borders of the woods 
and near bufhes and inc1ofures; and are 
generally one of the firft trees that fpring 
up on uncultivated ground; the cows are 
exttemefy greedy after the {hoots of the 
tree, and fearch for them every where; if 
they are in an enclofure the cattle will 
knock da'wn the' fence to get at them; the 
women make ufe of the bark for dying 
worfteq, which pt;odl!ces a beautiful orange 
that does not fade in the fun. 

In. the b~ginning of this letter I men .. 
tioned that General. Burgoyne is fa,iled 
for England. No doubt, on his arrival, 
his' enemies will be attacking him in 
all quarters, do not you be led away 
'with the general voice and follow a mined 
faCtion, the General, in every fituatiol1 
of danger and difficulty, ever had the, con~ 
fidence of the army} even in the late 

P 2 recent 
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recent affair of Colonel I-Ienley's, they 
were perfeCtly fatisfied with his efforts and 
exertions. to procure -them redrefs; . many 

il1-mi~ded ~nd malicious perfons will affert 
.that he has iought his own eafe and comfort 
andforfaken his diih:effed army: In that 

~efpeCt I can with the utmofi: confidence 
affert. that" neither officer or foldier ex­
pre1fea diffatisfaCl:iorn at his return to 
England; fo far fro~ it, it was their willi 
he fuould go to Eu~ope to juftify his own 
arid their condu.Ct.. He has ihared at all 
times the dangers and affliCtions in com­

m~m with every foldier; they loo~, on him 
as their friend) and would ,receiv~ him ilJ. 
perfon, or any accpunts of him with marks 
of affeetion; and wifhing, you may be im­
preffed with thofe ideas) and hold it forth 
againfi: all calumniators, I remain 

Yours, &c. 

L E T-. 



THROUGH AMERICA. 213 

LET T E R LV. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 
• 

M),jlic, in Nt",') England, 

May 'Zoth, 1778. 

THE intentions of Congre:s are ver: 
apparent as to our detentIOn as pn­

foners, no doubt as hofiages, in cafe of 
failure to the Southward the enfuing cam­
paign, and apprehenfive that fome diver­
non may be made near Bofion, fo that 
our foldiers might either be re1eafed, Of 

efcape to any army that may make a land­
ing. The Council of Bofion, under pre­
tence that the troops would fare better, 
removed the firft brigade of the· Britiili, 

p 3 confifiing 
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confifring of the artillery, advanced corps, 
and ninth regiment, on the 15th of laft 
month from ProfpeCt Hill,' to a place 
called Rutland, fifty-five miles further up 
the country, at which place they are to 
fray till further orders from Congrefs; 
the reft of the Britiih troops are ihortly to 
follow jas to the Germans, the Americans 
look upon them fo tame and fubmiffive, 
that they are to remain at their old quar­
ters) on Winter Hill. 

By an officer who carne from Rutlan~, 
we learn, that the firft brigade arrived 
there the· 17th, about two o'clock; the 
men werefent to barracks that were 
picketed in with pickets near twenty feet 

, , ; 

high, . qnd had been treated with great 
feverity, very padly fupplied with provi_ 
fions, and denied' to go out for any thing 
amongft the inhabitants, Th~ officers . . . 
with great .diffic~lty.:obtained quarters in 
the neighbo~r~ng hQllfes, and thofe at a 

c.onfiderable 
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confiderable difiance fromeach-Other. It 
happened rather fortunately for the troops, 
that a veffel under a flag of tr\.lce arrived 
with fome neceffaries jufi: before they 
marched, otherwife the men would have 
been in a wretched frate. 

We do not fo readily procure noceffaries 
from the country people as we were ac­
cufi:omed, having only Congrefs money 
to pay them for their commodities~ 

for they entertain little opinion as to 
its value; and I am induced to think 
that the earneft civility and defire to 
oblige, which they firft £hewed us, pro­
ceeded from no other motive, than that 
they £hould receive hard money in pay­
ment for their goods. 

The trees are now in full bloffom, ana 
as every houfe has an orchard adjoining, 
the country looks quite beautiful; upon 
enquiry .of the inhabitants, I find moft of 

p 4 the 
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the Eur6pea11 fruits have degenerated in 
New England, except the apple, which it 
is faid, if it has not improved, 'it has 
multiplied exceedingly. I am the more 
induced to credit this, as the ufe of cyder 
is more common here, than in any other 
part of the world. Moil: of our roots and 
gardert-ftuffs have hcid good fucccfs, out 
the feeds, either for w~nt of proper care, 
or the methods of preferving them, do 
not thrive fo well j wheat is apt to be 
blighted, barley grows dry, and oats yield 
more ftraw than grain; but to fupply 
thefe defeCts, the maize, or Indian corn, 
thrives ex~eeding well, which is their grand 
ftaple commodity,' !hat fupplies both 
themfelves and cattle: as to Indian corn, 
it is now fo generally known in England, 
I thall not tire your patience with a long 
defcription of it; but only obferve, that 
were the heat more predominant in the 
fumrner months in Engiand, I think it 
might eafily be raifed; its grain is certainly 

the 
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the heartiefr, and moft ilrengthening food 
fOF cattle and poultry, and gives their 
meat a firmnefs and exquifite flavor. I 
am averfe to feeding horfes with it, for it 
makes them fa liable to founder. A few 
Gays ago I faw an infl:ance of its pernici­
OtIS effects at an ordinary, where' a man, 
being in liquor, and had rode hard,. and 

hIs horfe exceedingly heated, would infift 
on its being fed----the poor creature eat 
his meal very heartily, and in about two 
hours after was deprived of the ufe of all 
his limbs, and lay on the ground trembling 
and {baking every nerve; the only remedy 
that could be applied, was to take off his 
ilioes, and drag him into a wet fwamp~ 
and it was near four days before the crea­
ture could ihnd on its legs, and then it 
walked very crippled; it grieved me much 
as it was a very fine blood horfe, that the 
owner had lately got from Virginia, which 
differ widely from the New England 
hor.[es; for they) of all the various breeds 

of 
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of that noble animal, certainly a~e the 
moft peculiar and diabolical to ride; the 
horfes in general have a pretty good head 
and neck; q.nd from that to their rump, 
they fall off furprifingly; they are all, 
without an exception, what is termed 
amongft jockies, goofe-rumped and cat­
hamd; in a natural pace they will iliufRe 
on for eight or nine miles an hour; it is 
not that eafy kind of pacing that is taught 
ladies horfes, but an unaccountable wrig­
gling gait, that till you are accuftomed to 
it, you are more fatigued in riding two 
,miles, than a whole day's fox-chace; in 
iliort, you cannot pollibly form ajuft idea 
of it, unlefs you were mounted on a New­
England Rofinante, which title, they juftly 
merit, for I allure you, they ate very much 
a fa f<!fixote; and to meet a New-Eng­
lander riding in the woods with his blaz­
ing iron (the term they give to a muiket 
or gun) you might miftake him for the 
knight of the Woeful Countenance; their 

horfes 
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horfes are of a very fiender mak~, and not 

over fat, with a long [witch tail and mane 
down to the horfe's knees; for I fhoulcl 

obferveto you, they never cut either, then 
the mafter, with his long legs, befrrides it, 
which are in ftirrups that the toe can but 

juft reach; then his upright pofition, with 
his long lank vifage, and on his head an 
old grizely caxon and a large flapped hat, 

with his [addle-bags behind, and provifion­

bags before, and his blazing-iron on his 

ihoulder; picture to yourfetf a man thus 
mounted, of fuch an outre appearance, and 
forbear to laugh if you can. 

Excluiive ot IndIan corn, the inhabi­

t:;mts plant great quantities of fquaihes,. 

which is a fpecies 9f pumpions or melons; 

the feed of it, when imported from 
Europe, by the firft fettlers, has ever 

finee been cultivated with ailiduity, and 
found to thrive much better than in Eu­

rope; the fruit has an agreeable tafte, 
,made 
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made ufe of at table as a vegetable, and 

dreifed as turneps. 

The foil of New..:England is various, 
but I obferved. it was more profilic to .. 
wards the Southward; there are excellent 
meadows in the low grounds, and good 
pafture almofi every where; their beft 
meadows will yield about a ton of hay by 
the acre; fome will produce two, but that 
is what is termed timothy hay, which is 
rank and four. The country, as I before 
obferved, is not favorable to any grain­
except the Indian corn; the cattle in 
New-England are very numerous, and 
£Orne of them very large; hogs are like­
wife in great abundance, and particularly' 
excellent, being fattened upon the Indian 
(lorn, and fome fo large as to weigh 
twenty-five fcore. 

We have of late been greatly amufed in 
catching of ell-wives, . or ale-wives, a fpe­

Cles 
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.cies Q£ lilli, g:reatly refembling a herring, 
bOth .a~ to lJl;:tke and tlavor, but fomewhat 
fmaller ; . th~y come up all the creeks and 

inlets from the fea at this feafon to fpawn~ 
floa.tin~ in with the tide in large ihoa~~ 
an,d proceeding as far as they. can for freih, 
water; when the tide is g:oing: out they 
retur~, at which time-they are caught by 
means of nets fafrened round a hoop, ~rid 
affi'xed, to a long pole; the nets are very 
deep, and at one haul you may catch tW9 

or three dozen. It is part of the traffj~ 

of the inhabitants, who faIt them down" 
and barrel them for the Weft-Indies. 

I need not tell you of a refUels difpo!i-:: 
tion we Englifh are of, :md that we mull: 
be employed on fomething, fituated as wr; 
are, without books, newfpapers, or any 
other amufement: fome officers, who 
came from the Weft of England, have in~ 
ftituted the diverfion of fighting of. cocks; 
for my own part, YOU know, I ever efreern-

,1?9 
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it a: barbarous cufiom, and' a 'difgrace 
to our nation, and cannot but' :fayI was 
a little pleafedat a reprimand that fame 
officers met with from a11 bId woman, 
to whom they had applidd' for 'a c~uple 
of fine birds that were in fhe yard" fhe 
enqufred if' they wer~ to fight,: or to 
kill fat eating; -being' laM the formet, fhe 
in a: moil: violent (age eXClalmed, " 1 fwear 
" now you fhall have' neIther of them; i 
(( fwear now I never faw a~y thing f6 
"bloodthirfty as you' Britonions' -be; if 
" you can't be fighting and cutting othei' 
(( people'S throats~ you muft oe'fetting two 
" harmlefs creatures to kill one another; 
.( Go along, go; I have l;eard 'of your 

"cruel' doings at Watertown '(the plac~ 
" w11ere the cocks fought) cutting off the 
cc feathers, and the poor creatu're's comb 
" lind gills, and putti~g on iron things 
(' upon their legs; go along, I fay." I 
could not help laughing to fce them de.,. 
camp in hafte, as the old woman had 
worked herfelf into fuch a pailion, that 

they 
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they expeCted {he would have fhuck them 
with her crutch, which ilie lifted up to give 
the greater energy to her language. This 
is the only in1.tance in my memory, that 
can refleCt: credit on American humanity. 

New-England produces very good tim­
ber, the woods and fwamps abounding 
with oak, elm, afh, cyprefs, pine, cheumt) 
walnut, cedar, aftrin, beach, fir, faffafras, 
and fumach, with all other kind of trees 
that grow in· England; the firs are of an 
extraordinary growth, for mafts, yards and 
planks; the fumach is much ufed by the 
tanners and dyers, and the cedar produces 
fweet gums, befides being extremely ufe­
ful in making iliingles for coverings to 
their dwellings, as being the molt durable; 
and leaft injured by the weather; but the 
treafure and glory of the woods are the" 
monarch oak, the fpruce, and fir trees, 
which are in fuch abundance, that the­
navy of England might be fupplied with 
aU forts of naval ftores at a cheaper rate 

than 
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than from the Baltic; and it is on this 

account that they build more {hips in this 

provinc~, than all the other parts of Ame­

rica; and they have the reputation of be­
ing very well built and fhong; to this 

ftrength is chiefly imputed their being 

fuch bad failing veifels. 

To Europeans, the noire -of the frogs, 

of which there are vaft numbers, and of 

various fpecies, is at firft very alarming, 

and till accuftomed, you are at a 10[s to 

make out from whence fuch a hideous 

noife proceeds, there -are thirty different 

voices among them, fome of which refem­

ble the bellowing of ,a bull. In order that 

you may conceive how numerous they are 

all over the continent, as likc\\'ifc how 

clamorous, I fhall relate a circmnftance 

which has been told me, and vouched for 

an abfolute faa by the perron '\\"ho re­

lated it. 
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One Summer night, in the month of 
July, 1758, the town of Windham, which 
ftands on the borders of Winnomantic 
River, inConnefticut, was greatly alarm­
ed by anumbet of thefe reptiles which were 
marching, or rather hopping in a body, 
from an artificial pond, near three miles 
fquare, that, by the exceeding heat of 
the weather was dried up. This pond 
was about five miles from Windham, 
in. their way to the Winnomantic, were 
under the neceility of keeping the road 
that led through the town; they entered 
about midnight; the bull-frog, as being 
the moPe powerful, in the front, the reft 
following; they were [0 exceedingly nu­
merous, that they were fome hours pailing 
through, and for want of water unu[ually 
clamorous. The inhabitants were great­
ly terrified, and fled from their beds naked, 
near half a mile, imagining it was the 
French and Indians; the men, after a little 
recolleCtion, finding no enemy in purfuit, 

VOL. II. Q..... mufiered 
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muttered courage to return; when they 
came near the town, they imagined they 

difiinEtly heard the words IVight, He/der­

kin, Dier, :rete, which refembles the noife 
they _ make, and in their fright they 
thought the lail: word meant treaty, when 
three of them, in their Dlirts, approached 
to I:-pat with the General of the French 
and l:h.:~":ns; but being dark, and no an­
fwer given, their terrors were greatly en­
creafed, _ and they were difiraEted between 
b:Jpe and fear; at length day appearing, 
they were eafed from all their anxiety, by 
difcovering that this terrific enemy was an 
army of frogs, dying wIth thiril:, going to 

the river for a little water. The people 
of Windham have ever fince been laughed 
at for their timidity by the' New-Eng­
landers; but I really believe, in a fimilar 
iltuation, thefe Yankees would not have 
felt themfelves much bolder. 

At 
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At this feafon of the year, every night 
you afe furrounded with mufic, not the 
moil: harmonic, from frogs, bull-frogs, 
hooping-owls, and the whipper will, a bird 
.fonamed by its nocturnal fong, being a con .. 
fiant repetition of whipper will, it is alfo 
known by the name of the POpt', by reafon 
of its making a noire refembling that word, 
when it alights upon a tree or fence. I 
have endeavoUl'ed feveral times to fuoot 

. one, but owing to its being dark, and 
lheir flying fo exceedingly fwift, I have 
never been able to kill. By the informa­
tion I have gathered from the inha­
bitants, I find it is about the fize of a 
cuckow, with a fuort beak, long and nar .. 
row wings, a large head, and mouth enor­
mous, what is remarkable, it is not a 
bird of prey; under the throat there is 
a kind of fkin which it can expand, and 
fill with air at pleafure, and that enables 
it to make the nQife which refembles 

Cl3 the 
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the word Pope. From this defcripti(m, 1 

conceive it to be a Mufquito hawk, 

abundance of which are to be ieen 'in the 

day time; I ,,-ccordingly ihot one, and 

found it exactly correfj)ond to the defcrip­

tion of the other, Gnly I could not per­

ceive that loofe fkin under its throat; I 

rather think that circumitance is ima­

gimiry; aild am apt'to conclude, that the 

Mu{quito hawk 'and whipper-will :1fe the 

fame bird. 

I am forry to'inform you that the Ame­

ricans are too f.lCcefsful in enticing our 

{oldiers to defert; a t"nv cbys fince the 

whole band of the fixty-fecond regiment, 

excepting the MalEer, deferted in a body, 

and are now playing to an American regi­

ment in Borron. The temptations held out 

to our fuLli:!y ;-,l'e \\:1)' grc-at, and it mufl: 

be '3. C---!'PO""'l I' p.>.,' '1'1 i f'" ~h ...,' "'all'e!' ... II J ~t '\. ..... t: > C'::'» ... _ l ill\... ~LL' IJ.. '=' 

his rri!,c'pl(~s '\-.ho· (;,;1 \\'ith~bllJ tk'J}1: 

thi;~ 1: 
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think how far it mutt operate on afoldier's 

mind, that by defettion he fhall be free 
and proteCted, allowed to follow his trade, 
or if he enters their army, obtain a com­

million; there is now a Major Brown, who 

has fome poil: in the fupplies ofprovifions, 
he was a private, and deferted from the 

forty-feventh regiment, at the battle of 
Lexington and Concord. The fellow, con­
fcious of his bafenefs, when he meets an 

officer of that regiment, rides hai1:ilyaway, 
but you muft allow it is rather grating to 
be in the power and under the command 
of fuch a vilbin. You will be pleafed with 
a noble and animated faying of a little 

drum-boy, not ten years old: this boy's 
father, who belonged to our regiment, 
fome time fince deferted into Bofion, and 

has been as nigh as he could venture with 
fafety to our barracks, to entice or feize 

his fon, and take him with him; but find­
ing it in vain he fent an American to en-

treat 
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treat him to go to his father, when the 
little fellow replied, "No; tell my fa­
"ther, if he is fuch a rafcal as to de[ert 
«his King and country, his fon won't; 
" he has fed at their expenee, and will die 
I' in their fervice," I remain 

Your's, &;c, 

L E T-
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LET T E R LVI. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

!J1.J'jfic, ill Ne·-w ElIgland~ 
Sept. 10, 1778, -

Y. 0 U mufr not be furprized if you 
., hear cf :1. maffacre; bloody pur­

p01~"::S ;;n.o. apparent fince my laft, three 
men have been fired at, one of whom was 
wounded, but the moil: melancholy cataf­
trophe is the death of Lieutenant Brown, 
of the twenty-firft regiment, who was fhot 
dead in a chaife, as he was conduCting 
two females from the barracks. The cen­
tinel who fhot him was a little boy, [carce 
fourteen, who called out to him to ftop, 

Q.-4- but 
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but the horfes being headfirong, he could 
not, and putting his head out of the 
chaife to inform him fa, the little rarcal in 
an infiant levelled his piece and {hot him 
through the head. Had it not been for a 
few of our officers who happened to be 
on the fpot, and the great difcipline of our 
men, the boy would have fallen an initant 
facrifice; as it was, notwithfianding the 
prefence of our officers, the men could 
fcarce be refirained from feizing the boy 
from the American guard. By this fad 
accident fell a brave young m~n, who had 
fignalized himfelf during the campaign, 
and who, had he lived, would have been 
an ornament to his profeffion. 

When the matter was reported to Ge­
neral Phillips, he in:l1:antly wrote the fol­
lowing letter to General Hea!h : 

(C Murder and Death has at length 

" taken place; as to jufiice I do not afk 
(C itJ 
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cc it, every principle of it has long forfaken 
" thde provinces, I only requefi: that an 

"officer may be permitted to go to the 
~, Head ~arters of General Wafhingtoy" 
" to lay the affair before him." 

To this letter the General received no 
anfwer, but an order came to the Com­
manding Officer of the American troops, 
to put General Phillips under an arreft. 
and to confine him to his houfe and gar­
den; he was accordingly laid under an 
arrefi:, and his houfe and garden is fur­
rounded by centinels. 

A few days after the above melancholy 
event, permifiion being obtained, the re­
mains of poor Brown were interred in the 
church at Cambridge; all the officers 
at Cambridge and the environs at­
tended, a moil: mournful fight! you can 
eafily paint to y~ur imagination what our 
feelings mufi: have been at the time, for the 

, 10fs 
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]ofs of a young man univerfally refpected, 
efieemed, beloved, and the reflection, \YC 

knew not how foon it might be our own 
fate; for in the hands of fuch wretches, 
our lives are very precarious, and of little 
value. 

I cannot pafs over the littlenefs of mind, 
and the pitiful refentment of the Ameri­
<.:ans, in a very trifling circumfiance, dur­
ing the time the fervice was performing 
over the body, the Americans feized the 

opportunity of the church being open, 
which had. been £hut fince the com­
mencement of hofl:ilities, to plunder, ran­
fack and deface every thing they could lay 
their hands on, defiroying the pulpit, 
reading-defk and communion-table, and 
afcending the organ loft, deftroyed the 
bellows and broke all the pipes of a very 
handfome inftrument. 

Although 
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Although, (as General Philips obferved 
·in his letter, and which I am induced to 
believe, is the real fituation of affairs in 
thefe provinces) every principle of juf­
tice had fled from them, frill the Ame­
rica.ns were not fo daring as to overlook 
fuch an atrocious crime without fome ap­
peal to juftice, were it only to deceive the 
populace with an, appearance of it, and 
therefore ordered a General Court-martial 
on the boy who ihot Lieutenant Brown, 
the .1'...1dgment of which v"as fent by Ge­
wral Heath to General Phillips, that he 
might give it in orders to the Briti{h 
troops, which was as follows: « The Ge­
" neral Court-martial that fat upon the 
" trial of an American centinel, for {hoot­
e( ing Lieutenant Brown, of the twenty­
"fif1l: regiment, acquit the [aid centine1, 
~~ having done his duty as a good [oldier .". 

Infrilts are not only fhewn to the officers 

~l1.d foldiers remaining at Cambridge, 
but 
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but if pollible, they are treated worfe at 
Rutland. As Mr. Bowen, the furgeon to 

the ninth regiment, Lieutenant Toriano, 
of the twentieth regiment, and Lieutenant 
lIoughton, of the fifty-third regiment, 
were taking an evening's walk, they were 
met by an inhabitant, who, from his office 
of Select Iv1an (thefe are a kind of overfeers 

to their meeting-houfes, who regulate the 
affairs· of· the pariili, and report perfons 
for non-attendance at worfhip, com­
pelling thde walking in the frreets, or 

travellers, on a Sunday, to go to fame place 
of worfl1ip; they are very confequential 
perfons, and very officious) derived no 

fmall authority, and who had on every 
occafion diitinguiilied himfelf for his in­

folence and perfecution of the priJollers if 
war, as well as the unfortunate friends of 
Government, who had remained in. that 
part of the country; this man of confe­
quence charged thofe gentlemen with hav­
ing t"refpaffed on hjs property) and before 

they 
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they could explain that they had not been 
off what they confide red as the h1gh road, 
he, in a moil: menacing manner, accom­

panied with many opprobious epithets, 
fuook a whip over their heads. Mr. 
Bowen, who happened to be next the man 
on this occa£on, refented the infult with 
a blow, a conflict enfued, in which the 

countryman was worfled, though Mr. 
Bowen was fevere1y bruifed on the occa­
fion~ the countryman prefuming, as well 

from his perfonal ftrength as his autho­
rity. 

Though this infult had been given thefe 
gentlemen in the fight of 111any people on 

the road, who alfo bore teftil110ny to Mr. 
Bowen's alone having ftruck him, thefe 
three gentlemen (through the influence of 
this Seleff Afan) were fuortly after their 

return to ~heir lodgings, taken by a party 
of the guards, conveyed to the guard­

houfe, where they pafied the night in the: 
commOJZ 
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common guard-room. The foldiers of the 

guard occupying the platform, thefe gen­

tlemen were obliged to put up with the 

dirty floor, where they fuffered every kind 

of ir(~;gnity from ~he guard, who, not 

fatisfied with making uie cf +':' mofi- in­

decent h\;lg'Pze, would j}it on 'tll::m as 

they lay on the floor; in the morning 

they were rClywcd to an 2.djo;ning bar:"!!:k 

room, wh-:re "':he": v'ere "itl J little better 

accommQcl~ted, 2',:.1 ,fter fev.'d or eight 

days confin~~n(!lt, they were given to un­

derftand, they were to be delivered up to 

the cirJil power. 

The humanity of I\L~ior Cartel', of the 

artillery, who was the r.~n~or officer of the 

Convention troops at Rutland (as well as 

confide ring it his duty to interfere) in­

duced him from the firfl: of ~;1~ Gonfine­

ment of thefe gentlemen, to intcrefi him­

felf very warmly in t1.>~ir 1(:1-::11 r, he had 

frequently remqn!hateu. with the Com-

Dl an·, 1 ill:'; 
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manding Officer of the guard, at the 
cruelty and injuitice of their conduCt to­
-wards them, but not being able to obtain 
redrefs, demanded a pars to fend an officer 
to Cambridge, in order to reprefent the 
affair, through General Phillips, to the 
Commanding Officer at Boiton. Major 
Carter then informed thefe Gentlemen, 
that as he thought it neceifary for the 
good of the troops in general, to make their 
treatment a public COJlcern, it was his or­
ders they ihould wait the refult of General 
Phillips's interference with the American 
General, and not to aCt for themfelves 111 

the bufinefs on any account. 

Before the return of the officer from 
General Phillips, thefe gentlemen were 
taken to a juftice, who refided fom~ 

difrance from Rutland, . before whom they 
were conduCted with all the ceremony of 
criminals going to trial. The magiftrate, 
who was an apothecary, poifeifed a 

few 
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few bard words, and a moil: il:arched 

puritanical air, and perhaps on this ac­
count, had' been judged under the new 

government the only man of the neigh­
bourhood capable of fupporting the dig­
nity of a country juil:icc: he was fur­
rounded with a numerous train of officers 
of the police, fGch as COJHJJ1£ttce and felea 
men, who, with a number of fpcctators, 

whom curiofity had brought together, to 
be prefent at the trial (as they exprefied 

themfelves) made a very formicbble groupe. 

The gentlemen were no tooner brought 

before this very awful Court r:r )"t:/iiu, 
than DoCtor Friend:: (for fo the J uftic(; 
was called) who was placed in the moit 
confpicuous part of the room in an ann 
chair, with t'nftnite folemnity, and all the 
importance of office (without even per­
mitting the leail: accufation as to any of­
fence committed by them) afked them 
<t whether they pleaded guilty or ?lot gut'lty 

" of the crimes laid to their charge P" 
On 
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On this occanon, I think it would have 

been difficult for any indifferent perron to 

have rcihained his rifible f"ccl11ties; nay, 
the gentlemen themfe1ves have declared it 
was not without the utmolt circumfpec­

tion they couid compofe their mufcles to 

this curious demand of the Jufrice ; one of 
the gentlemen informed this worfhipful 
magiH:rate, "That they having fuffered 
" fo many days confinement under the 

" military guard very Ulvzijlly, as they con­
"ceived, and their commanding officer 
" having thought it neceffary to make the 

" treatment they had met with a public 

"concern, they looked up to their General 

" for redrefs, confequently were not al~ 

" lowed to plead either one way or the 
<t other!" 

The Jufiice, enraged at what he con ... 
ceived a night to his authority, without 

helitation committed them to prifrm, with 

the additional charge of contempt of Court, 

VOL. II R and 
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and the next morning they were conduCted 

by a body of armed confrables to Wor­

cefrer, about ten miles difrance, and were 

lodged in the county jail, where, with two 

gentlemen, whowere imprifoned as enemies 

to the States, they occupied a very confined 
dungeon, out of which a wom~n had, a 

very ihort time before, been taken to ex­
ecution, for the murder of her huiband. 

On their firft entrance into this moll: 
gloomy fiate of fecurity, it may eailly be 
imagined, their feelings received no fmall 

mocl{, and their fellow prifoncrs perceiv­
ing their diitrefs, one of them, who had 
been bred to the fea, by way of offering 
fame confolation in his own way, obferv­
ed, that he could only compare their fitua­

tion to that of fo many YlJung bam, whofe 

misfortunes were all to come. The ex­
ccwve heat of the weather, with the con­
finement in this detel1able hole, which, 

when their rnattrai1cs \yere laid on the 

floor~ 
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floor, compleatly filled it; and from 

whence, on no occafion, or the prefiing 
calls of nature, they were allowed to re­
tire, muft, in a very {hort time, have ren­
dered their exiftence burthenfome, if not 
deprived them of it, had they not found 

means of foftening the heart of a Mulatto 
woman, who lerved them with provifions 
through a hole) and who) by the force of 
bribes and fair promifes) was prevailed 
upon to open the door upon th0[e occa .. 
flons for frefu air. 

During their confinement, ho attention 
was wanting on the part of their brother 
officers, to alleviate the horrors of their 

wretched fituation, who gave them hopes 
of foon being relieved) through the inter~ 
pofition of their General. But at the ex­
piration of three days, they received a me[­
fage by an officer from Major Carter, at 
Rutland, expreiling his extreme concern 
that he fhould in any rnea[ure be acceffary 

R 2 to 
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to their being fent to prifon, at the [arne 

time lamenting that his rcprefentation of 

their very unjufi and cruel ufage had pro­

duced no other effect than a letter from 

General Phillips, part of which the Major 

had tranfcribed for their perufal, which 

reprobated in the ihongefi terms, the im­

prudence of thofe gentlemen, in paying at­

tention to the infolence or abufe of the 

people of the country, the General obferv­

ing, "that they ihould lii1:en to the abufe 

" of the Americans, as to the mere cack­

" ling q/ge(,fc';" and concluded with fay­
ing, "He {hould not concern himfc:l[ \yith 

" a boxiijg-l1utic,:,."--Here I cannot but 
cenfure the c.:)ndu.'::: of General Phillips, 

for if he had his rea[ol1s for not making 

;:',n app~:c2'L:8'" to General Heath, he ihould 
not L3.ve re~:C!lt,od fo fcverely on the gen­

tlemen, efpecially when it is confidered 
t\VO of them '::ere innocent of the crime 
alltdgcc1; at the fame time, the General 
might have r~(i)lkG:cd hi:; own warmth of 

temper 



THROUGH AMERICA. 245 

temper was, at th2.t very moment, the 
occafion of his confinement to his houfe 
and garden. 

In <:onfequence of Major Carter'smef­

[age, thefe unfortunate gentlemen (two 
of whom, as I have juf'c obferved, had not 

even been guilty of the crime imputed to 
them, who had always found fome confo­
lation in refleCting, that they were then 
fuffering in conformity to the wz'll of their 

Commanding Officer, and as they were 
given to underftand, for the public good, 
and that through the interpofition and 
zeal of their General, they fhould obtain 
juftice, and be fet at liberty, found them­

felves reduced to the neceffity of ihifting 

for themfelves. 

On confulting a lawyer (the affiilance 
of "l,vhomjs fe1dom wanting in any country 
for certain conjiderations) the learned limb 
of the law, after examining their commit-

R 3 ment, 
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ment, and fatisfying himfelf, with refpeCl: 
to the fiate of their finances, gave them 

to underftand, that he fhould be able 

to prove a jaw in it-for it fpecified a 

crime againft the States, when it was 

evident the hreach if peace that they 
were charged with, c(!)uId only a.ffcCl the 

State of Majfachu.fets (the State they were 
then in) but added, to bring their caufe 
forward for the confideration of the 

Court during the affizes, that were then 

fitting, the fees would be confiderable.--­
His terms, though exorbitant, were readi­
ly acceded to by thefe gentlemen, and by 
that means they were enabled to relieve 

themfelves from the horrors of a dungeon, 

on quitting which, it was their obferva­
tion, that they had little more reafon to 
extol the human it), of their own General, than 
they had the juftice of the Americans. 

Having often made feveral remarks, as 

to the footin? military difcipline is upon, 

l think 
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I think, by the pro[ecution of thefe gen­

tlemen, you will fee upon what grounds 

of juftice and equity their civil laws are 
founded, and even fuppoiing they gain 
their independency, what anarchy and 
confufion mufr enfue, for want of rulers 
with good hearts, to enforce the laws of 
equity and jufiice. The mifi that is before 
the eyes of Americans mufr !hortly pafs 
away, when they will clearly fee how 
eafily they have given up the fweet con­
tent and happinefs they poffeffed, and the 
innumerable privileges and liberties they 
enjoyed when under our Government.--­
Deluded people, when it is too late, you 
will fee your error! I fpeak not partially 
nor vaguely, but am confident there is 
not one, let him be ever fo bigotted to In­
dependency, can lay his hand upon his 
breafi and fay, that he experiences that 
eafe and happinefs he ever was accuftom­
cd to, and when he looks forward, in all 
human probability, neither he nor his 

R 4- generation 
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g:l1eration ever will---Many, I am certain, 

,-;re navv op;::n to conviaion, and would 

wifhto retraCt, but having engaged, they 

;ire a[t1amed; and rather than abandon a 

princ;l,l:: that they hc:.rcily :ldopted, prefer 

f..t~rificing their lives and fortunes: Dif­

f:::::::l'.C2 of opinion ever will prevail, but it 

is the very height, nay, the very principle 

of madneis, not to be open to convinion. 
In hOlles that they {oon l!lay, and a 

permanent ml~:;n fOrDltd o:tween the 

y,'Iother-country and her colonies, I re~ 

m:.Ul1, 

Yours, .xc. 

LET .. 
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LET T E R LVII. 

MY DEAR FRIE~JD, 

Myjiic, in Ne.w England, 

No'/). 6tb, 177'1. 

I Cal1'1ot impute any blame to you, but 
no k~ttr has reached me fOf an age. 

Y cur friencHhip for me is fo icncere, that 
agrc::;able to 111y firft requefl: on communi­

cating our literary corrcfpondence, you no 
doubt have anfNered all my letters; all 
muft be laid to my prefent fituation, and 
the want of friends at New-York, to fend 
them to me. Many officers have receiv­
ed letters; and by our friend, Captain 
B--, who has a ihort epime from you, 

I have 
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I have the happinefs to hear you enjoy 

a perfeCt fiate of health, and that you al­

together refide at the old family manfion, 

in Norfolk. I do not claim your promife 

of anfwering this, but wait till the next, 

as it is very uncertain where any letter will 

find me, for the Congrefs have paffed a 

re[olve, to march the Convention army 

from the State of MaITachufets to Charlot­

tefville, in the province of Virginia, where 

barracks are ereCted, and where the troops 

can be more readily fupplied with pro­

vifions. 

When this refolve of Congrefs was 

made known, every one was firuck with 

amazement; but upon refleCtion, it cer­

tainly is obvious, that the views of Con­

grefs, by marching the men eight hundred 

miles in the depth of winter, would be 

the means of their deferting in numbers, 

rather than endure fuch fatigue. General 

Wafhington has had the humanity to or-

der 



THROUGH AMERICA. 251 

der waggons for the women and children; 
what adds to the difireifes of the foldiers, 
is their being fo badly cloathed, having 
only the jackets that were made from their 
coats in the winter, whilft in Canada i 

and what is ftill more mortifying, a cartel 
{hip 3.rrived but two days fince from New­
York, with c10athing for the army: how­
ever, the men are to be fupplied with 
{hoes, :Chirts, ftockings and cloth leggings, 
and the reft is to go round to James River, 
in Virginia. General Phillips will aile no 
favor of General Heath, otherwife, I 
think, he could not be fo divefted of hu­
manity, as not to defer the march for a 
week, during which time the men might 
be cloathed; all is now hurry and con­
fufion, as the firfr divifion march the 10th 
inftant; the army is to follow in divi­
fions, the fame as they did from Saratoga 
to Cambridge. 

We 
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We are in great diftrefs for want of 
money too, to undertake this march, none 
has arrived from New-York, and to add to 
our confolation, the Commander in Chief 
has written to General Phillips, that it is 

his Majefiy's pleafure, no more hard money 
ihould be fent to the Convention army; 
this is, no doubt, with a view that [0 much 
coin as is neceffary for the payment of 
our army ihol1ld not be in circulation 
among the Americans, and be an induce­
ment to detain us longer; the motive cer­
tainly is very good, but what is to become 
of poor fubalterns, who, as it is, can 
fcarcely fubfifr on their pay? No matter 
for that, you'll fay, cc private intereft muft 
cc give way for the public good." There­
fore we muO: have recourfe to the only 
method of removing the evil, by drawing 
bills on the Paymafier; but you ~re not 
aware of the fad effeCts attending it, it , 
muft inevitably ruin one half of the offi-
cers, for it is with great difficulty you can 

get 
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can get a bill di[counted, and that only in 

paper money, \vhich depreciates fa exceed­

ingly faft, that it [oon lofes a third of its 

value: only imagine, fince our arrival it 

is fa depreciated, that we get fixty and 

feventy dollars for a guine3.; but in dif­

counting a bill you can with difficulty get 
forty; what with difcount and deprecia­

tion, what a lofs there rnuft be upon every 
bill that is drawn. It may certainly be 

judicious in politics, to withhold the pay 
from the troops, but at the [arne time it 

muft be highly injurious to fortunes of 
individuals, for I can affert it as a faa, 

that for every D;11 of ten p:mnds, you do 

not in reallity, get more than fix guineas 
and a half, and [0 in proportion. . ' 

The inhabitants of Maffachufetts would 

certainly keep up the credit of the Con­

grefs money, and make it fomewhat more 

valuable, but the people from the South­

ward, from the Carolinas and Virginia, 

who 
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'who in the courfe of their large deaiings, 

are compelled to take the money in pay­

ment, fenfible of the uncertainty of its 

value, winl to realize it into folid coin 3 

therefore think little of the journey, from 

thofe di£l:ant provinces to BoHon, teJ ex­

change with our army; they are fenfible 

of the ri£k they run, and arc very cautious. 

But as the people to the Southward pofieis 

more liberal feHtirnents, and know the 

principles cf Lriti£h officers, they, as ViC 

walk by, v,ill enter into converfation, and 

frankly arK. if you want any p"'per dollar~ ? 

They are rather cautious as to the Germans, 

for two German officers not being able to 

get fo much fro111 a man as they wanted, 

they informed aga'inft him, and he was 

fent to prifon in Borton. Thefe traders 

of paper money are very uncertain, fome­

times there 'will be a fcarcity of them for 

fame days, at other times there will be a 

dozen or two at a time; -,Ye then flick out 

[vr our exchange; one d:Iy guincT) roie 

from 
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from twenty-five and twenty-fix dollars, up 
to thirty-fix, and I ihould obferve to you, 
that when once they rife, they never fall. 

A few days fince there was a meeting of 
the Commanding Officers of the feveral 
corps, at General Phillips's, to confult 
upon fome method of procuring money 
for the different regiments; various were 
the modes propofed, and the Paymafter­
General confulted; but they could not agree 
upon any, when a Commanding Officer 0b­
ferved to General Phillips, that it was im­
poilible the troops could march without 

money, and he vvas certain the officers of 
his regiment had net twenty paper dollars 
among them. General Phillips, with a 
warmth that fpoke his good intentions, 
replied "Good God, Sir, what would you 

" have me to do, I cannot make money; 
« I willi to God you could flit me into 
" paper dollars, I would chearfully fub­
H mit £01' the good of the troops?" At laft 

it 
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it was refolved, that the Paymafter-GeJ 

neral was to ufe his beft endeavours, in 
which he fucceeded, and the next da) 
procured a confiderable fum, which wa~ 
immediately diftributed to the differenl 
regiments. It is fuflicient to enable the 
troops to march, and the Paymafier is tc 
go to New-York, in hopes the Commander 
in Chief will iffue fome money upon thi~ 
emergency. 

It fell to the lot of an officer who j~ 

quartered with me, to go exprefs with the 
money to the different regiments at Rut­
land, and you would have laughed at hi~ 
di~refs, in what manner to depofit thf 

_paper dollars, for he was not without hi1 
apprehenfions of being way-laid, and il 
was then nearly dark. He had fcarcel) 
two hundred pounds fierling, but thaI 
fum in paper dollars, makes a great bulk 
at laft, he tho~ght the fafeft mode woule 
be, to few it in the lining, accordingl) 

orderin~ 



THROUGH AMERICA. 257 

ordering his fervant, he ripped open his 
coat, fewed in the dollars by large parcels 
-and thus accoutred he fet off, and was 
a welcome vifitor at Rutland-had not 
this fea[onable relief arrived, the confufion 
would have been very great, as many offi­
cers, rather than march without, had got 
themfelves arrei1:ed, and were going to 
jail. 

Were it not for the diftrefies of the f01-
diers, I cannot, for my own part, but fay, 
this march was rather agreeable, for it 
enables me to fee the fouthem part of 
America, which I mufc confefs, I have a 
ihong inclination for, having heard very 
great accounts of thofe Provinces, and 
how much fuperior they are in every re­
[peet to this; and it is no unpleafing 
refleCtion, after the cruelties and barbari ... 
ties the troops have experienced fince 
our arrival, that we are quitting [l:1ch an 
inhofpitable country i but in the moft 

VOL. II. S flourifhing 
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fl.ourlihii~g times, I find this province 

was never remarkable for its courteiy to 

ftrangcrs. 

Being at pre[ent much taken up in pre­
paring for this long Gl::rch, I hope you'll 

excuie the ihortne[s of this epiil:le, at the 

fame time afiuring you, that you lilall hea1" 

from me by every opportunity that oc­

curs. 

Your's, Sec. 

LE T-
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LET T E R LVIII. 

Sher'Ovood's Perry, upon the Banks of Ih: 
D,'ia'Cc'arc, Dec. 10, 1778. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

ON my leaving New-England, I joined 

the regiment, jufi as they had croifecl 

the ConneCticut River, at Endfield; but in 

my way to this place, I and another of­

ficer, who accompanied me, had a very 

narrow efcape of being fent to prifon, for 

in travelling at night we miftook our 

road, and got into the town of Springfield, 

which was out of the route laid down for 

us, and is unfortunately the great arfenal 

of all military ftores for the State of Maf-

S 2 fachufetts 
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fachufets; happily for us, the bndlonl of 

the houfe we put up at was a friend to 

Government, who concealed us, and we 
were glad to get away before day-break, not 

but it could be clearly proved it was mere­

ly accidental: But thefe Americans will 

not hearken to reafon, and no dOll bt they 
,,,auld have found people ready enough to 

fwear, that we went there either as fpies, 

or to defrroy their Hares. 

At a fmall tOvYn we paifed throllgh 111 

ConneCticut called Sharon, there is an ex­

ceeding curious mill, invented by one Joel 
Harvey, and for which he received a pre­

fent of twenty pounds from the So{:icty of 

Arts and Sciences. By the turning of one 
wheel the whole is fet in motion, there 

are two apartments where the 'Nheat is 
ground j two others where it is bolt~d, in' 
a fifth threfhed, and in a fixth winnowed; 

in another apartment, hemp and flax are 

beaten; and in an acljoining apartment it 

IS 
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is dreffed; what adds greatly to the in­
genuity of this conftruEtion is, that either 

branch may be difcontinued \yithout llTI­

peding the rell:. 

Moll: of the places you pars through in. 
Connecticut are call::::d townH1ips (as the 
townfhip of Endfield, Suffield, &c.) which 

are not regular towns as in England, but 
a number of hou[es difperfed over a large 
traCt of ground, belonging to one corpo­
tion, that fends members to the General 

Affembly of the States. About the centre 
of thefe townfhips frands the meeting­
houfe, or church, with a few furround­

ing houfes; fometimes the church ftands 
fingly. It is no little mortification, when 

fatigued, after a long day's journey, 'on 

enquiring how far it is to fuch a town, to 

be informed you are there at prefent; but 
on enquiring for the church, or any par­
ticular tavern, you are informed it is [even 

or eight miles further. 

S 3 I could 
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I could not help remarking, that the 

houfes ~]~'e all after the fame plan, and 

\yhat W2.S r2ther fingular, moil: of them 

were oniy one half finiihed, the other half 

k,ring only the rough timbers that fup­

port the building; upon enquiry I found, 

that when a man builds a houfe, he leaves 

it in this fiate till his [on marries, when 

he fits it up for his family, and the father 

and [on live Ul~der one roof, as though 

they were two diftinCt houfes; but as the 

houfes are entirely compleat on the out­

fide, and the windows all glazed, they 

have the appearance of being finifhed, but 

on entering a houfe, you cannot at firfi 

help lamenting that the owner \yas unable 
to complete it. 

Jufi: before we croffed the North River, 
we came to the town of Fifh Kill, which 
has not more than fifty houfcs, in the 

J 

ipce of near three miles, but this place 

;E\S been the principal depot of V;/afhing­

ton's 
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, h" ton s army, were tnere are magazmes, 

hofpitals, vYorldhops, &c. which form a 

town of themfelves; t~ey are erecred near 

a wood, at the foot of a mountain, where 

there are a £Teat number of huts, \yhich 
'-' 

have been the winter quarters of the Ame-

rican army, and to which they are DlOrtly 

expected to return for the ;::nfuing winter; 

they are a rnii';:rable [lielter from the ievere 

weather in this country, and I fhould 

imagine, lUUfl: render their tro'::'p3 very 

fickly, for thefe huts con[111: 0:.11y of 

little \vo.lls made with uneven franc], ;:,Gd 

t)~e int'~T/a:::; filled up V'iith mud a'd itraw, 

a rev;, plat; l-::s forming the roof; there is a 

chimney at one end, at the fide of which 

is the door. Near the m2.gazines are fome 

well-conftruEted b9.rr:"ccks, with a prifon, 

fnrrounded with 10f~jT paE;[acloc3. In this 
prifon were a number of unfortunate 

friends to Government, who were leized 

in their plantations, for refufing to take 

the oath of allegiance to the U nitecl States, 

S + and 
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and who were confined till a floop was 

ready to take them to New-York; for the .-

Americans are fo oppreffive, they will not 

let anyone remain neuter; and they 

compel every inhabitant, either to take 

the oath, or quit the country. When we 

croiled the river, there were two large 

floops going to New-York, crouded with 
people of this defcription, many of whom, 

the b02.tmen informed us, had left beauti­

ful houfc3, witll extenfive, and well culti­

vated plantations. 

General Wafhington was not without 

his apprehenfions, that Sir Henry Clinton 
would make fome efforts to retake us, 
either by an expedition up the North River, 

or in our march through the Jerfeys, and 

therefore took every precaution to fruftrate 

any plan that might be concerted, for 

upon the arrival of our army at Fifh 

Kill, General Wafhington moved his 

army into the middle of the Jerfeys, and 

detached 
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detached a confid::rable body of t;'oops to 
efcort us, fo very apprchenfive was he of 

a refcue, that to each bri8ade of ours they 
had a brigade of armed men, who marched 

the men in clofe columns. As to the 
officers they paid little attention, as we 
had figned a very ilriCt pafok, previol1s to 
our leaving New-England. Now we have 

palled the Delaware, the Penrylvania Mi­
litia are to guard us, and the brigades that 
efcorted us through New -York and the 

Jerfeys, return to Waihington's army. 

In a former letter I de1ivered my fenti­
ments on our having poneHion of the 
North River, and on cronin::; it, they were 
fully confirmed; for the Americansjud~;:";:; 

it was the plan of the campaign, 1777, ~J 

make ourfelves mali:ers of the North River, 

and thus to feparate the Eafrern from the 
Weftern States, after the taking of forts 
Montgomery a~1d Clinton, and 0'11' troops 

proceeding fo far as CElopus, and then re-

turning 
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turning to New-York, they immediately 

began to fortify Vi,! eft Point, which is not 

at prefent compleated, but when it is, will 
be impregnable, and effeCtually prevent any 
fleets pailing j it being a point of land 
that projeCts, and makes a "winding in the 
river, and at the fame time narrows it, fo 
as to have the whole command at that 
place. N 0' doubt the Americans made 
choice of this poft, as the mofr important 

to fortify, and Fiih Kill as a place the 
beft calculated for a depot of provifions_ 
and other ftores, as being fituated on the 
high road from Connechcut, and near the 
North River. It is by this important 

poft of Weft. Point, that the Americans 
are enabled to k~ep poffeffion of the North 
River, and a communication between the 
~-Jorthern and Southern Provinces; and I 

do once more allert, not only upon my 

own opinion, but of the Americans them­
felves, that had we kept poffeffion of the 
North River, the war would have been 

by 
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by this time, nearly terminated 111 favor 

of Great-Britain. 

As we paffed through the Jerfeys, I was 

much delighted with the fal1s that are on 
1 D'" n' b ' '1" - r t le 1 al~~(C .l.'~lVer, em g totaL y Q.l~te:-en tHorn 

thofe of Montmorency, and others I had 

feen, The river is near forty ~!::':'ds wide, 

and runs with a fvvift, but [mooth current, 
till coming to a deep charm, that erODes 

the channel, it bUs 1:1 one entire {heet near 

feventy feet pc:rpP l1dicular; one end of the 

chafm or cleft of tIl:; rock is elofed up, and 

at the other, the water rufhes out vvith all 

incredible rapidity, in an acute angle, and 

is received into a large bafon, from whence 

it winds through feveral rocks, and then 

fpreads in a confiderable channel. The 
fpray formed a beautiful rainbo,v, which 

rendered the fcene {ueh as left the ima­

gination nothing to add to its grandeur. 

This extraordinary phenomenon, no doubt, 

muft 
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muil: have been the production of an 
earthqua~:e. The inhaL>tants who refide 

near it, have a itory handed down to them 
of two Indiam, "yho yer:turing too near 

the falls in a cailoe, were carried down the 

precipice and dafhed to pieces. What 

confiderably heightened the icene is, ano­

ther fall, about thirty or forty yards from 

the great one, where the water mof\: beau­

tifully glides down [orne ledges of the rock, 
that are two or three feet perpendicular. 

I was much {huck at the grandeur of 
the North Rive;, from the majeftic ap­
pearance of ~he high lands that are on one 

fide of it, and the beautiful meadows in­
terfperfed with farm hou[es on the other. 
\,Vhat greatly adds to its beauty is the 

width, being near a mile and a half acrofs ; 
although plC'afed with the river and the 

furrounding o~jeas, f\:ill this idea would 

prefent itfelf, that the water I was then 

failing 
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failing Oli, might ll1 a few hours, be at Ne"v­

y ork w;l~re everyone is continually wifhing 

to approach. You muft pardon thefemelan­

choly refieuiol1s, the:r ,ES the cffdlons of 

nature, and wil~ burn: f0rt:l---but to return 

to my defcriptio!1 of ths river: It is navi­

gable from Ncw-Yorl;_ tJ Albany, for b;';c 
floops, from y\·-her:ce thc~-(: is a commu:1i­

cation by the 1'v10h3.vI1: ~;ld other fivers 

(except a few carrying pL'.CC3) into the 

mofi interior parts of Americ::, through 

the country of the Six N atioc"'.s, <is far as 

Lake Ontario; then by a co;-.tinuaticE of 

the HuMan, or North River, for they are 

the fame, there is cOCi'muc-:ication '.vdl 

the River St. Lawrence, through tLI:" L?J:e~; 

George, Champlain, "x_d the river Sord, 

This river merits the greateft attf;­

tion, and had not the prefent contef:: 

arofe, fome fpiritcd gentlemen had it in 

contemplation, by means of locks and 

canals, to have opened a paffage for fmall 

~oops. No doubt, a century hence, there 

will 
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will be water carriage for fchooners and 

floops from Quebec to New-York, which 

muil: greatly add to the wealth and com­

merce cf America. 

The fmall part of New-York we pa{fed 
through, feems to be well cultivated; it 
affords grain of all forts; there are abun­
dance of cattle, hogs and poultry. As to 

the Jerfeys, they marched us fa much in 
the back fettlements, that I had not an 
opportunity of feeing thore parts, which 
vvere, before the war, deemed the garden 

of America. 

We pafred through a little, town called 
HopeI, before we croffed the North River, 
which is chiefly inhabited by the, Dutch. 
At a hou[e where we were quartered, the 
people behaved extremely civil and atten­
tive, and upon leaving them, would fcar(e 
permit us to pay for what we had: from 
which Icircumftance we concluded, theJ 

were 
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were friends to Government, and fome 

officers opening their heart, fpoke very 

freely about the Congrers, Wafhington, 

&c. obierving how great a fhame it was, 
that we fhould be put to fuch expenee, 

and that Congrefs ought to pay for us, the 

man ,,"'ent out of the room in a morr.cnt, 
and ju1\: as we were mounting our horfcs, 
bnmght us an enormous bill, exorbitant 

in every article, which he inuf[cd upon 
being paid, a~d upon our urging that 
we h2.d paid him what he had demanded, 
he replied, "Yes, gentlemen, fo you have, 
" but then I thought Congrefs 'were to de­

C( fray all your expences; now I know you 
H are to pay me, I can't take a farthing 

" lefs than this bill," which we were com­
pelled to difcharge; however, it [er\Ted as: 

a leffon in future, to be cautious before 
whom we railed againft Congrefs. 

The Paymaf'ter, as we expected, joined 

l1S in the Jerfeys, which has enabled us to 
proceed 
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pfOceed on our 1r.2:-C:1., and by whom "ve 
have r.::ceived :tCCOGlts, that Sir Henry 

Clinton p:1l"pofes to make an exchange of 
pi j,(iller::; this winter; a partial exchange, 

as to oE- cers has taken place, and many 

1,:;[''-::: c:.Jitt(:;d us; this partia~ity has given 

) offence, as it is b1.1t juftice, when a 
L.' . m:Jer are to be exchanged, they fhould 

,- '-- '/-/ lots. 

Hitl:erto the weather has been remark­

c"l~ly telnperate and fine, wb:cl~ is extreme­

ly J:vl"tl:nJ.'.:e for the men, as they lJ2ve 

1_,· .r.;" ['P' ,,;. l'n tl"e \"ooc:c. but r,,'re \"e l!V-<.'_) 1:_'-1-''- J..;\ ~~" l~..I.l\..-" 

c:::.1'l't i;,'ro a :Y10re populous country, they 

have ["pt ir: barns. VI/hen we ki't l'[ew­

Ej-,g~:ll'll the fro~-ts Yi-::re very [evClt, here 

v,e have 110t arq, being fo much to the 
fcuthward, and in a manner, the further 

we proceed v.'e fall in with the clofe of 

the AU'.:Ub111. 

One mf.Jrn:n'!. 3~ ',','e renevled our march u , 

f . .;; weather being rC::'L'.r~.':'Ji/ fine, fmlc 
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officers were extolling the beauty of the 
morning, an old woman who was in 
the croud, and overheard him, in the moil:: 
violent rage exclaimed, "Well, for my 
~, part, I believe God Almighty has turned 
"Tory, to give thefe Britainers [uch fine 
cc weather for their march." 

At a houfe where I f1ept in the Jerfeys, 
the owner, who was a friend to Govern­
ment, had left an exceedirig fine planta­
tion, near Trenton, and retired to this 
place till the termination of the war, made 
heavy complaints of the troops plunder­
ing both friends and foes. He obferv­
ed, as to the Britifh foldiers, they only 
pilfered poultry and pigs, but the Heffians 
entered houfes, broke open drawers, taking 
away plate, doaths, and other valuables; 
but to point out to you what an idea they 
muft have _ of plundering fomething, he 
related that he faw fome Germans enter a 
houfe which was abandoned by the owner1 

VOL. U. T In 
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in which they had left an eight day clock) 

and a few tables and chairs, that he {hort­

ly after obferved one of the Germans come 

out of the houfe with the works of the 
clock, pendulum, and all the leaden 

weights; this enormous weight, in addi­
tion to his knapfack and accoutrements, 
the fellow had near twenty miles to carry 
to New-York, where the moil: he could 

pollibly get for it, would be three or four 
dollars. After he had related this frory, 
he obferved, that the defolation of the 

Jerfeys, which included friends, and mo­
derate perfons, as well as enemies, had 

doYle great injury to our caufe, as it had 
united the latter more firmly, and detach­

ed numbers of the former---exaggerated 

accounts of all the enormities that h:ld 
been committed were publiihed in all their 
prints, which determined thofe who were 
wavering, and imbittered the minds of every 
daf::; throughout the colonies, and he con­
cluded with a figh, obfcrving. that the re-

fentment, 
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fentment, occafioned by the depredations 
carried on through the Jerfeys, had left 
few, or fcarce any friends to Britain in the 
provmce. 

The inhabitants of N ew-York, as well 
as the Jerfeys, are chiefly the pofterity of 
the firft fettlers in thofe provinces, who 
were Dutch, and they feem to retain their 
principles, induftry, frugality, and an afii ... 
duous perfeverance in the means of thriv­
ing. Before the war they muft have been 
in an affluent and happy frate, efpecially 
their farmers, but now they fow and plant, 
and know not who will reap the fruits of 
their labor, for their grain and other pro­
duce are taken for the ufe of the con­
tinental army, and in lieu certificates are 
given to be paid at the Treafury at Phila­
delphia; to many of them, efpecially thofe 
they imagine are inimical to their caufe) 
they have barely left fufficient for the fup­
port of their families and the frock on the 

T 2 farms 
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farms for the enfuing Winter. Oh de ..... 

luded Americans, you muft be indepen­
dent> and thefe are the bleffed fruits of 
thofe principles! 

I was much delighted at meeting a 
bird lately, peculiar to America, termed 
the Mocking-bird, which derives its name 
from imitating the note of every bird 
they hear; its plumage is very fimple and 
not {hewy, it is a Summer bird, very dif­
ficult to bring up, and has a very melodi­
ous voice, which, in my opinion, would 
far exceed the Bullfinch, if the fame pains 
were taken with it, from its amazing 
readinefs in catching every note it hears. 
This one I faw imitated a cock in fuch a . 
manner, that you could hardly believe 
but that there was a cock crowing in the 
room. The inhabitants fay this bird is fo 
very fuy, that if any perfon difcovers its 
neil, which is momy built in bullies, and 
looks at its eggs, it will never return again 

to 
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to the neft. 'Vhen a neft of young ones 
are taken, and put into a cage, they take 
great care to hang it where the mother 
cannot get at it, for if !he can, !he will 
feed them three or four days, and finding 
fhe cannot releafe them flies away, after 
which, the young ones !hortly die, as in ge­
neral they cannot eat what is given them? 
but the inhabitants attribute their death to 
the mother, who, they fay, the laft time ihe 
feeds them, contrives to give them poifon, 
in order to releafe them from captivity.--­
If th:'!t really is the cafe, it [hews how re­

pugnant it is to the principles of nature, 

to confine any thing, and that ihe calb 
aloud to partake of the bleffings of liberty, 
but at prefent it reminds me of my own 

fituation, I muft therefore drop the fllb­

jeCt. 

Your's, &c. 

L E T~ 
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LET T E R LIX. 

Lancajler, in PenJjI-vania, 

Dec. 16th, 1778. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

W E halt a day 0r two at this town, 
and I cannot fo well employ my 

leifure time as to give you a defcription of 
our march from the Delaware: we croffed 
the river in fcowls, which are flat bottom 
boats, large enough to contain a waggon 
and horfes; they are a fafe conveyance, 
and momy ufed to crofs the rivers in this 
country, they are rowed with oars upon 
large rivers; but over a creek, which is 
about three miles from this town, 

called 
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called Conefioga, they pull them acrofs 

by means of ropes fafrened to either 
ihore. 

After you get over the Delaware, a 

new country prefents itfelf, extr~mely 

well cultivated and inhabited; the roads 
are lined with farm houfes, rome of which 

are near the road, and rome at a little 
difiance, and the [pace between the road 
and houfes is taken up with fields and 

meadows; [orne of them are built of fione, 

two fiories high, and covered with cedar 
fhingles, but mof\: of them are wooden, 

with the crevices fiopped with clay; the 
ovens are commonly built a little dif\:ance 
from the houfe, and under a roof to fecure 
'them againfi: the weather. 

The farmers in Penfylvania, and in the 

Jerfeys, pay more attention to the con­
firuction of their barns than their dwel­

ling-houfes. The building IS nearly as 

T 4 large 
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large as a common country church, the 

roof very lofty, and covered with fhingles, 

declining on both fides, but not very freep, 

the walls are about thirty feet; in the 

middle is the threfhing-floor, and above 

it a loft for the corn unthrefhed; on one 

fide is a frable, and on the other a cow­

houfe, and the fmall cattle have their par­

ticular frables and fiyes; and at the gable 

end of this building there are great gates, 

fo that a horfe and cart can go frrait 

through: thus is the threfhing-floor, fia­

ble, hay-loft, cowhou[e, coach-haufe, &c. 

all under one raG£. 

The Penfylvanians are an induftrious 

and hardy people, they are moil: of them 

fubfiantial, but cannot be confidered rich, 

it being rarely the cafe with landed people. 

However, they are well lodged, fed, and 

clad, and the latter at an eafy rate, as the 

inferior people manufaCture moil: of their 

own apparel, both linnens and woollens, 

and 
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and are more induftrious of themfelves, 
having but few blacks among them. 

They have a curious method to prevent 
their geefe from creeping through broken 
inclofures, by means of four little fticks, 
about a foot in length, which are fafl:ened 
crofsways about their necks. You cannot 
imagine how extremely aukward theyap_ 
pear, though it is diverting en0ugh to fee 
them walk with this ornament; their mode 

preventing horfes from leaping over their 
inclofures is equally as curious, they fafren 
round the horfe's neck a piece of wood, at 
the lower end of which is a hook, which, 
catching in the railing, Hops the horfe jufr 
as he is riling to leap over; fome indeed, 
fafren the fore and hind foot together, 
which makes them walk How; both thefe 
methods are extremely dangerous to the 

horfes. 

In 
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In New England they have a very few 

hives of bees, but in this province, almoft 

every farm houfe has feven or eight; it is 
fomew hat remarkable they fhould be more 

l~redominant here, as all the bees l)pon the 
Continent were originally brought from 
England to Bofton, about one hundred 

years ago; the bee is not natural to Ame­

rica, for the firft planters never obferved 

a :lingle one in the immenfe tract of 
woods they cleared, and what I think 

ftands forth a moil: indubitable proof 
that it is not the Indians, as they have 

a word in their language for all animals, 
natives of the country, have no word 

for a bee, and therefore they call them 
by the name of the EngliJbman's Fly. 

On the high road from Philadelphia to 
this town are mileftones, which are the 

firit I obferved put up in this country, 
as to the other parts, the inhabitants only 
compute the diftance at guefs. It was no 
little mortification that we were debarred 

feeing 
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feeing one of the firfr cities of America 
(Philadelphia) we paired within twelve 

miles of it, and feveral of us made appli­
,ation to the Commanding Officer who 
efcorted us, to grant permiffion for us to 

go into the city, affuring him we would 
upon our honour join the troops at night. 
He was a good-natured man, and nearly 
complying with our requefr, but on a fud­
den faid, he really could not, as Congrefs 
would be mightily difpleafed at it; how­

ever, we confole ourfelves, that on our ex­

change, we may have an opportunity of 
feeing it. 

In the greatefr part of our march the 
inhabitants were making of cyder, for in 
almoil: every farm there is a preis, though 

made in a different manner; fome make 

. ufe of :a wheel made of thick oak plank, 
which turns upon a wooden axis, by means 

of a horfe drawing it, and fome have !l:one 

wheels, but they are moftly of the former. 
In 
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In travelling through Penfylvania, you 
meet with people of almoft every different 
perfuafion of religion that exifis; in {hort, 
the diverfity of religions, nations, and lan­
guages here is afionii11ing, at the fame 
time, the harmony they live in no lefs 

edifying, notwithfianding everyone, who 
wi{hes well to religion, is hurt to fee the 

diverfity that prevails, and would, by the 
mofi foothing means, endeavour to pre­
vent it; yet, when the misfortune once 
takes place, and there is no longer an 
union of fentiments, it is neverthelefs glo­
rious to preferve an union of affeaions, 
and certainly it mufi: be highly pleafing 
to fee men live, though of fo many 
different perfuafions, yet, to the fame 
Chrifrian priHciples, and though not of 
the fame religion, frill to the great end 
of all, the profperity and welfare of man­
kind. Among the numerous feas of reli­
gion with which this province abounds, 
for there arc Churchmen, ~akers, Calvi-

,nifi:s) 
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niJ1:s, Lutherans, Catholics, Methodifrs , 
Menifrs, Moravians, Independants, Ana­

baptifrs, there is a feet which, perhaps, 

you never heard of, called the Dumplers ; 
this feet took its origin from a German, 
who, weary of the world, retired to a very 

folitary place, about fifty miles from Phi­

ladelphia, in order to give up his whole 
time to contemplation; feveral of his coun­
trymen came to vifit him in his retreat, 

and by his pious, fimple, and peaceable 
manners, many were induced to fettle near 

him, and, in a fhort time adopting his 
modes, they formed a little colony, which 
they named Euphrates, in allufion to that 

river upon whofe borders the Hebrews 
were accufromed to fing pfalms. 

Their little city is built in the form of 

a triangle, and bordered w.ith mulberry 
and apple-trees, very ~egular1y planted. 
In the center of the town iG a large 
orchard, al,ld between the orchard and the 

ranges 
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ranges of trees that are planted round the 

borders, are their houfes, which are built 
of wood, and three itories high, in thefe 

every DumpIer is left to enjoy his medita­

tions without difiurbance; thefe contem­

plative men, in the whole, do not amount 
to more than five hundred; their territory 
is nearly three hundred acres in extent, 

on one fide is a river, on another a piece 
of fiagnated water, and on the other two 
are mountains covered with trees. 

They have women of their community, 
who live [eparate from the men; they 
[eldom fee each other but at places of 

wodhip, and never have meetings of 

any kind but for public bufinefs; their 
whole life is [pent in labor, prayer, and 

fleep; twice every day and night they are 
fummoned from their cells to attend divine 

fervice ; as to their religion, in fome 

meafure, it refembles the ~akers, for 

every individual, if he thinks himfelf il1-
li)ired, 
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ii)ired, has a right to preach.---The fub­

.leas they chiefly diicourfe upon are 11U­
mility, temperance, charity, and other 

Chriitian virtues; never violating that 

day held facred amongfl: all perfuafions; 

they admit of a Hell and a Paradif~, but 

deny the eternity of future punifhments. 

As to the doCtrine of original un, they hold 

it as impious bla[phemy, to.\;ether with 

every tenet that is fevere to man, deeming 

it injurious to divinity.---As they allow 

no merit to any but vo1unt8.1'Y "vorks, 

baptifm is only adminiHered to the adult; 

neverthe1efs, they think it fo eficr:.tially 

ncceifary to falvation, as to imagine the 

fouls of Chriilians are employed in the 
other world, in the converi:on of thofe 

\-vho have not died under the light of the 

Gofpe!. 

Religion among the DUillplers, has the 

fame effect philo1ophy had upon the 

Stoics, rendering thcrn infenfible tu every 

kind 
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kind of infult; they are more pailive and 

difinterefied than the ~akers, for they 

will fuffer themfelves to be cheated, rob­

bed, and abufed, without the leaD: idea of 

retaliation, or even a complaint. 

Their drefs is very fimple and plain~ 

confiiting of a long white gown, from 
whence hangs a hood to ferve the purpofes 

of a hat, a coarfe ihirt, thick {hoes, and 

very wide breeches, fomething refembl­
ing thofe the Turks wear. The men 

wear their beards to a great length, fome 
I faw were down to the waiit; at the 

firft fight of them, I could not help com­
paring them to our old ancient bards, the 

Druids, from their reverential appearance; 
the women are drefied fimibr to_ the men, 
excepting the breeches. 

Their life is very abilem ious, and eating 
no meats, not that they deem it unlawful, 
but more conformable to the fpirit of 

Chrifiianity. 
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Chrifiianity, which they argue has an 

averfion to blood, and upon thofe grounds 

they fubfift only on vegetables, and the 
produce of the earth. 

They follow with great chearfulners 
their various branches of bufinefs, in 
fome one of which, every individual par­
takes, and the produce of their labor is 
depofited in one common fiock, to fupply 

the neceHities of every individual, and by 
this union of induftry, they have not only 

eftablifued agriculture and manufactures •. 
fufficient to fupport this little fociety, but 
fliperfluities for the purpofes of ,exchange 

for European commodities. 

Though the two (exes live feparate» 

they do not renounce matrimony, but 

thofe who are cllfIJo[ed to it leave the city 
and fettle in the country, on < a tract of 

land which the Dumplers have purchafed 

VOL. II. U for 
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for that purpo[e, the couple are fup­

ported at the public expences, which they 

repay by the produce of their labor, and 

their children are rent to Germany for 

education. Without this wife policy, the 

Dumplers would be little better than 

Monks, and in proce[s of time anni­

hilated. 

Although there are fo many [eas, and 

fuch a difference of religious opinions in 
this province, it is furprizing the harmony 

which fubfifis among them; they confider 

themfelves as children of the fame father, 

and live like brethren, becaufe tlley have 

the liberty of thinking like men, to this 

pleafing harmony, in a great meafure, is 

to be attributed the rapid and flourifhing 
fiate of Penfylvania, above all the other 

provmces. Would to Heaven that har­
mony was equally as prevalant all over the 

globe; if it was, I Lnin!z you'll acquiefce 
with 
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with me in opinion, that it would be for 
the ge11eral welfare of mankind. 

An officer who is exchanged, and go~ 
ing to New -York, having [cnt for my 
letters, I mufi: haftily conclude, affuring 
you, I am 

Yours,' &c. 

LET ... 
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LET T E R LX. 

MY DEAlt FRIEN:O~ 

LoJtcajler, in Pt'J!_bl.vr:!i:"(7_~ 

Dec. 1], 1778• 

IN our way hither, "ve croifed the Skuyl-
kill, over the bridge built by Genc:rJi 

Wafhington's army, when they were en­
camped at Valley-Forge. I imagine it w:::s 

the intention of the Americans, that this 
bridge ihould remain as a triumphal me­
mento, for in the cmter of every arch is 
engraved in the wood, the names of the 

principal Generals in their country; and 
in the middle arch W:lS General Wafhing­
ton's} with the date of the year: this 

bridge 
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bridge was built to pre[erve a communi­

cation, and to favor a retreat, in cafe 

they were compelled to quit their en­
<:ampment. 

Our troops flept in the huts at Valley­

Forge, which had been conftructed by the 
Americans; and as we waited ti111ate the 

next day for the delivery of provifions be. 

fore we marched, I had a full opportunity 
to reconnoitre the whole camp: on the 

eaft and [outh fide were entrenchments, 

with a ditch fix feet wide and three deep, 
the mound not four feet high, very nar­

row, and eafily to have been beat down 

'with cannon; two redoubts were alfo be­
gun, but not compleated, the Skuylkill 

was on the left, and as I before obferved, 

with a bridge acrofs; the rear was mo{Hy 

covered by an impaii'rlble prec:pice formed 

by Valley Creek, having only a narrow 

paffage near th~ Skuylkill: this ca:np 

was by no means diflicult of acceis, for the 

U J ri~ht 
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right was attainable, and in one part at 
the front the afcent was fcarcely to be 
perceived, the defences were exceedingly 

weak, and this. is the only inftance I ever 
faw of the Americans having fuch flight 
works, there being fuch as a fix-pounder 
could eafily have battered down; the 
ditches were not more than three feet deep, 
and fo narrow, that a drum-boy might 
with eafe leap over~ 

A Loyalifi:, at whofe houfe I was quar ... 
tered, at Valley Forge, and who refided 
there at the time Wafhington's army was 
encamped, told me, that when General 
Wafhington chofe that fpot for his Win­
ter quarters, his men were obliged to 
build them huts with round logs, fill the 
interftices with clay, and cover them 
with loofe ftraw and dirt, very uncom­
fortable, as the fhelter was not fecure 
from the weather, where the men fuffered 

~xceedingly from the inclemency of th.:: 
feafon~ 
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feafon, the camp diforder raged among 
them, the greater part of them were in a 
manner m.ked at that fevere feafon of the 

year; many without fhoes and ll:ockings, 

and very few, except the Virginia troops, 
with the necdfary cloathing: his army 
was wafting away by ficknefs, that raged 
with extreme mortality in all his different 
hofpitals, which are no lefs than eleven, 

and without the eifential medicines to re­
lieve them; his army was likewife di­
minifhed by conll:ant defertions in com­

panies, from ten to fifty at a time, that at 
one period, it was reduced to four thou­

fand men, and thofe with propriety could 
not be called effeCtive. The horfes 

from being confl:antly expofed to 
{bowers of rain and falls of fnow, both 

day and night, were in fuch a condi­
tion, that many of them died, and 

the rell: were fo emaciated, as to be unfit 

for labor) had he been attacked and 

repulfed, he n1Ufl: have left behind all 
his 



296 INTERIOR TRAVELS 

his artillery, for want of horfes to convey 
it; in addition to all thefe di1l:reifes, 
Wa111ington had not in his camp, at 
anyone time, a week's provifion for man 
and horfe, and fometimes he was totally 
defiitute. 

The Loyali1l:s greatly cenfure General 
Howe, in fuffering Wafhington to con­
tinue in this weak and dangerous 1l:ate 
from December till May, and equally 
aftoniilied what could be the motive he 
did not attack, furround, or take by fiege, 
the whole army, when the feverity of the 
weather was gone-they expeCted that in 
the months of March, April, and May, 
they iliould hear of the camp being fiorm­
ed or befieged. Certainly the fituation of 
it favored either, for on the left was the 
Skuylkill that was impaifable, but over 
the bridge, on the rear, lay Valley Creek, 
with the precipice and narrow pafs; on 
the right, and in the front, it could be 

approached 
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approached on equal terms; by poning 
two . thoufand men on a commanding 

ground, near the bridge on the North 

fide of the Skuylkill, it would have ren­

dered the e[cape of the enemy on the left 
impoffible. Two thoufand pofted on a 

like ground oppofite the narrow pafs, 

effeCtually prevented a retreat by the rear, 
and five or fix thoufand men placed on the 

right and in the front of his camp, would 
have deprived them of flight on thofe 
fides; the pofitions were [uch, that if any 
corps were attacked, they could inftantly 

have been fupported; under all thefe fa­

vorable circumftances, [uccefs was to be 

little doubted; but it ihould [eem that 

General Howe was exaCtly in the fame 

fituation as General Burgoyne, refpeEting 

intelligence, obtaining none he could place 

a perfeCt reliance on. 1n faCt, the Ame­

ricans have a moil: decided fuperiority over 

us this war in that re[peCt, our poft and 
fituations, nay, even [ecret marches, with 

their 
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their intentions, are made known to Ge­
neral Wafhington by the inumerable fpies 

and fecret enemies who come into our 

camp and lines, under the fpecious cha­
racter of Loyalifis; it is quite the reverfe 

with him, every man who enters his camp 
is known to fome one or other, as his 
army is compofed of troops from every 

provlllce. 

f The Loyalifis in Penfylvenia generally 

accufe General Howe with ungrateful con­
duct, in abandoning Philadelphia, after 
all the affiftance they had given him, and 
not having, during the Winter, endeavor­
ed to di!lodged General Wa!l1ington at 

Valley Forge, fuffering the enemy to ha1'­
rafs and difirefs the loyal inhabitants on 

every fide of the Britiili lines, defiroying 
their mills, feizing their grain, horfes and 
cattle, imprifoning, whipping, branding 

and killing the unhappy people, devoted to 

the caufe of their Sovereign, who, at every 
rifque, 
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rifque were daily fupplying the army, navy. 

and Loyal inhabitants within the lines, 

with every necdfary, and luxury the 

country afforded. 

Indeed, the Loya1ifis of Penfylvania are 

greatly to be pitied, for they have been 

much perfecuted fince our troops evacuted 

Philadelphia, their loyalty is greatly abated, 

as they conceive themfelves made a facri­

fice of by the conduCt of General Howe; 

and are fo exceeding incenfed, and violent 

againft him, they do not hefitate to fay, 

that in eafe and comfort, in the city of Phi­
ladelphia, he cared little for military fame 

or glory; that he negleCted his duty to his 

King and country, that he neglected the 

intereft and fafety of the country he was 

fent to proteCt, and that his whole conduCt 

was founded on private interefi and am­

bition; you {hall not know my klltiments 

t}ill we meet. 

At 
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At a poor farm houfe I was quartered at, 

the night before we came into this town, I 
was much ftll"prized when it grew dark, to 

fee the landlady bring in a couple of green 
wax-candles, which at firfr we really toC'>k 
them to be; but lo! they were made from 

the berries of a tree, which is called the 

tallow :fhrub, as they produce a kind of 
wax or tallow; this plant grows in Eng­

land, and known by the name of the 

candleberry tree. The method of making 
the fat from thefe berries, is by gathering 
them late in the Autumn, then they are 
put into a pot of boiling water; of courfe 
the fat melts ouJ::, and floats on the fur­

face, which is ikimmed off, and this pro~ 
cefs is continued, 'till there is no fat left, 
when congealed, it has a green dirty 

color, but after refined, becomes perfectly 
tranfparent; with this they manufacture 
their candles; they were formerly much 
ufed, but before the war, they could pro­

cure tallow in great abundance, and there-
fore 
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fore ufed it in preference, as the time for 
gathering the berries and preparing them, 
fcarcely repays the troll ble. I'~ C··N the poor 
inhabitants are obliged to have recourfe to 

,them, as no t3.11ow is imported, and all 
the cattle is taken for the fllpply of the 
army. There are many qualities apper­
taining to the candles made from their 
berries; they do not eafily bend or melt in 
Summer, as common candles, they burn 
better and flower, and when extingui!hed1 

do not fmoak, but rather evaporate wi~h 

an agreeable odour. 

The town of Lanca[ler is the largeit in­

land town in America, it contains at leaft 

ten thoufand inha~,itants, chiefly Germans 
and Irifh, there are fome few good houfes, 
and exc1ufive of thofe, it appears neither 
handfomc, nor agreeable; however the 
markets are plentifully fuppliecl with aU 
forts of provifion, ?nd the cyder is very ex-
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cellent, the neareft to Englifh of any I met 
with in Americ~. 

Moil of the houfes before the door 
have an elevation, to which you afcend by 
fl:eps from the ftreet, refembling a fmall 
balcony with benches on both fides, where 
the inhabitants fit and enjoy the frefh air. 
and view the people palling; mofi of them 
have itoves fimilar to thofe of the Ca­

nadians. 

This town, before the commencement 
of thefe unhappy troubles, carried on a 
confiderable trade with Philadelphia, and 
the frontier fettlements, nowit has fcarcely 
fufficient to fupply the inhabitants, and 
the neighbouring farms; it is really a dif· 
trelling circumitance, to fee fuch a popu­
lous, and no doubt, flourifhing town, 
once a fcene of buftling induftry, now 
in a fiate of fupinenefs, the Ihopkeep­
ers lolling and fmoaking at their doors, 

their 
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their> fhops which were overflowing with 
forts of commodities, fcarcely contain 
more than Shakefpere's Apothecary's "a 
" beggarly account of empty boxes," un­
lefs indeed, fome French frippery, which 
the inhabitants will not purchafe; the 
only little fign of trade that I could per­
ceive, was among fadlers and gunfmiths, 
who were making materials for the Conti. 
nental army:--This unhappy war has 
thrown the Americans into fuch a frate, 
that it will be a century before they can 
recover from it. 

The town of Lanca[ler has no building 
,of any confequence, except the Lutheran 

church, which, is only built of brick, 
the infide has a moil: magnificent appear­
ance; the large galleries on each fide, the 
fpacious organ-10ft, fupported by Corin­
thian pillars, are exceedingly beautiful, 
and there are pillars of the Ionic order, 
from the galleries to the roof. The altar-

plece 
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piece is very elegantly ornamented; the 

whole of the church, as well as the or­

gan, painted white with gilt decorations, 

which has a very neat appearance; it 

greatly reminded me of the chapel at 
Greenwich Hofpital; the organ is reckon­

ed the largeft and beft in America, it was 

built by a German, who refides about 

feventeen miles from Lancafier, he made 

every individual part of it with his own 

hands; it was near feven years in COUl-­

pleating; the organ has 110t only every 
pipe and Hop that is in moft others, but 

it has many other pipes to fwell the bafs, 
which are of an amazing circumference, 

and thefe are played upon by the feet, 
there being a row of ,,:ooden keys that the 

performer treads on. I do not recollect· 

ever feeing an organ of this connruEtion, 

c>(ccf't tho[e of the Savoy Chapel and St. 
Paul's; in the latter th"y are {hut up as the 
vibration of found was found too povyer­

fu1 for the dome i but then they had only 
four 
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four or five of thefe wooden keys, whereas 
this organ has a dozen: the man who 
ihewed the infirument played on it, and 
the effeCt of thefe keys was afionifhing, it 
abfolutely made the very building ihake. 
It is the largeft, and I think the fine1l: 
1 ever faw, without exception; and 
when you examine it, you wonder it did 
not take up the man;s whole life in con­
ftruCting; to efiimate its goodnefs and 
value, I ihall only tell you it coft two 
thoufand five hundred pounds frer1ing; to 
you who are fo mufical, what a treat 
would it be to be here a few hours only, 
unlefs indeed, you would think a few 
more not thrown away entirely, when 
:allotted to 

Yours, &c; 

VOL. n. x LET. 
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LET T E R LXI. 

Jhederid ..... To.-wn, ill ]}larJlcmd~ 

Dec. 25th, 1778. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

AF T E R we left Lancafter, we croffed 
the Sufqueh~mnah, which, though a 

large, broad, and beautiful river, is e,{­
tremely dangerous, on account of the ra­
pidity of the current, and innumerable 
fmall rocks that juft make their appearance 
above the furface; in croffing it we were 

not \vithout our fears, for a fcowl, belong­
ing to the fecond brigade, in which Lord 
Torphinchin, and a number of officers 
and foldiers of the twenty-firft regiment 
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was near being 10ft by il:riking on one of 
thefe rocks; this river falls into the Chef a­

peak and forms the head of that v aft water, 

which, though one of the 1argeft and moft 
beautiful rivers in America, is the leaft 
ufeful, as it is not navigable above twelve 
or fifteen miles at the fartheft, for :£hips 
of any burthen, and above that fcarcely 
fo for canoes; the utility of this river 
would be great, if the navigation, even 
for canoes was praCticable, as the fource 

of the eaft branch of this river is in the 
Mohawk country, and from thence to the 
mouth in the Chef apeak, is near [-even 

hundred miles. 

After we crofTed the Sufquehannah, we 

arrived at York-town, which was fome time 
the feat of Congrefs; this is reckoned the 

fecond inland town in America, it is not 
near fo large as Lancafl:er, but much plea­

ranter, b~ing fituated on Codorow-creek, 
a pretty ftream which falls into the Seque-

X 2 h<3.nnah; 
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hannah; this town contains between two 

and three thoufand inhabitants, chiefly 

Iriih, intermixed with a few Germans T 

here was formerly more trade than in 
Lancafl:er, and notwithftanding the trou­
bles, it has fl:ill more the appearance 
of it; as we came into the town at 
four o'clock in the afternoon, and march­
ed the next morning, you may eafily 
imagine I had but little time to make any 
very particular obfervations; but in walk­
ing about, I faw the Court-hou[e and a 
few churches, which are very neat brick 
buildings, and I remarked the hou[es were 
much better built, and with more reg-u­
larity than at Lanca1ter; of the two, 
though York is confiderably le[s t11an the 

other, I fhonld give it the preference for a 
place of refidence. 

As I obferved in a former letter, it W2S 

with a view and hope that the men would 
defert, that the Congrefs marched us at 

this. 
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this inclement feafon; numbers have an­

fwered their willies, efpecially the Ger­

mans, who feeing in what a comfortable 

manner their countrymen live, left us in 
great numbers, as we marched through 

New -York, the Jerfeys and Penfylvani-a; 
among the number of deierters is my fer­
vant, who, as we left Lancait~r, ran from 

me with my horfe, portmanteau, and every 

thing he could take with him. I did not 

mifs him till night, as I concluded he was 

with the baggage waggons; the next 
morning I obtained permillion from the 
offi-cer that efcorted us, to return back in 

purfuit of him, as I had reafons to fuppofe 

he was goilig back to New-England; in 

th~ afternoon, on the other ude of Lan­
cafter, I md the firft hrigade of the Ger­
mans, who were marchmg into the town. 

Beii1g acquainted with Colonel Mingen, 

who commanded, he enquired if I had or­

ders for him, but tel ling him the purport 

Qf my return, he informed me that he had 

X 3 met 
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met my fervant that morning, juft as they 
were going to march; he enquired of him 
how J.did, and the reafon of his returning, 
w hen the fellow faid "I was very well, 
" and that I de fired my compliments to 
"him, if he fhould meet him, and that 
" he was returning for a pair of faddle­
" bags that he left behind on the road." 
After this I thought any purfuit in vain, 
therefore returned back to the regiment, 
who, by this time, had arrived in this 

town. 

VVe have been greatly perplexed 111 our 
march through the different provinces, by, 
the dollars being of fuch various value; in 
fome it is only fix fhillings, in others 
feven, feven and fixpence, and eight fhil­
lings. The provinces entertain little opi­
nion as to the value of their neighbours' 
money, as it will not pafs in the next 
province; the New-York money will not 

pars in the Jerfeys, nor that of the Jerfeys 

111 
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in Penfylvania, and fa on. The Congrefs 

money is taken throughout the whole of 
them, but there are rome provinces wh:ch 
deem their own money of more rea] value 
than that of Congrefs, and take it in pre­
ference, not that they dare refufe the other, 

as it would be deemed high trealon. 

Till our arrival at this place, we have 
had the molt delightful weather imagin­
able, but yefterday morning thei-e came on 
a moil: violent fnow itorm, and which laft­
ed the whole day; it was as fevere as any 

I ever raw in Canada; the fnow is up to 

one's knees, which has rendered the P0-
towmack fa danger-ous, that we are wait­

ing here till it either freezes over, or be­
comes paffable, the firft brigade are for­

tunate, for by this time, they are arrived 

at Charlottefville. 

Frederick Town 1S a fine large town, 

and has a very noble appearance, as the 
X 4 houfes 
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houfes are momy formed of brick and 
frone, there being very few timber build­
ings in it; it contains near two thoufand 
inhabitants, chiefly Germans, quite in,. 
land, the nearefr port being George Town, 
which is fifty miles difiant, the only river, 
which is the Potowmack, is eight miles 

from the town. 

About four miles before you enter it, 
you crofs the Monoccacy Creek, which, 
without a guide to {hew the ford, a 
frranger mufr inevitably be carried down 
the frrellm; this ford is in the form of a 
~refcent, and made with Jarge loofe frones, 
that a horfe is in conti):lUal danger of fall­
lIfg; the water, in general, is up to th~ 
fki~ts of the faddle, and fifter the leafr fall 
of rain, it is impaffflble for fOp:1e hours.i 
there is a ferry-boat, but it is fo badly 
attended, and in fuch a {hattered frate, 
that you ar~ afraiq. tq v~nture in it. 
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1 am quartered at the hO).lfe of a Mr. 
M'M urdo, who is the Commifiary of 
Provifions in this town, and, although 
ftrongly attached to the caufe of the Ame­
ricans, poifefies very philanthropic ideas, 
his treatment and polite behaviour to the 
officers quartered at his houfe, truly mark 
the gentleman and man of the world.---His 
attention is fuch, that although forthis day, 
which is as much a day of fefrival as in 
England, he has been engaged for fome time 
paft among his friends and relations, he 
would ftay at home, and entertain us with 
an exc~llent Chrifrmas dinner, not even 
forgetting plumb-pudding. If the Ame­
ricans in general poffeHed fuch liberal 
fentiments, it would prevent the many 
horrid barbarities and perfecutions which 
arife in confequence of this unnatural 
war, and which have branded the name 
of ,.timerica with an odium, that no time 

,an obliterate, no merit expunge. 

1 now 
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I now experience what has been often 

told me, that the further I went to the 
fouthward, I fhould find the inhabitants 

poffefs more liberality and hofpitality. 

I remain 

Your's, &c. 

L E T-
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LET T E R LXII. 

Jones's Phlillatioll, near Charlottifvillc, 

inYirgilliIJ, Jan. 20., 1779-

MY Df:AR FRIEND, 

A F T E R we left Frederick Town, we 
croHed the Potowmack River with 

immill,ent danger, as the current was very 

rapid, large floats of ice fwimming down 
it, though the river was only half a mile 
wide, the fcowl that I crofl{~d over hI had 

feveral narrow efcapes; at one time it was 

quite faftened in the ic~, Qut by great ex­
ertions of the men in breaking it, we made 

good our landing on the oppofite {hare, 

neat a mile lower than the Ferry. 

The 
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The difficulty of croffing was only a 
fore-runner of the hardfhips and fatigues 
we were to experience on our entering 

Virginia; for on our march to this place, 
the men experienced fuch diiheiTes, as 
were fevere in the extreme; the roads were 
exceedingly bad from the late fall of [now, 
which was encrufted, but not fufficiently to 

bear the weight of a man, fo we were con­
tinually finking us up to our knees, and 
cutting our ihins and aneles, and, perhap~ 
after a march of fixteen or eighteen miles 
in this maner, at night the privates had to 
fleep in woods; after their arrival at the 
place of de!l:ination, the officers had to 

ride five or fix miles to find a hovel to 
re!l: in. 

But on our arrival at Charlottefville, no 
pen can defcribe the fcene of mifery and 
confufion that enfued; the officers of the 
firft and fecond brigade were in the town, 
and our arrival added to their diil:refs; 

this. 
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this famous place we had heard fo much 
of, confified only of a Court-houfe, one 

taveln, and about a dozen houfes; all of 

which were crowded with officers, thofe of 

our brigade therefore, were obliged to ride 

about the country, and entreat the inha­

bitants to take us in. 

As to the men, the fituation was truly 

horrible, after the hard fhifts they had 
experienced in their march from the Po­
towmack, they were, infiead of comfort­

able barracks, conduCted into a wood, 

where a few log huts were juil: begun to 
be built, the moil: part not covered over, 
and all of them full of fnow; thefe the 

men were obliged to clear out, and cover 
over to fecure themfelves from the incle­
mency of the weather as quick as they 

could, and in the courfe of two or three 

days rendered them a habitable, but by 

no means a comfortable retirement; what 

added greatly to the diil:reffes of the men, 
was 
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was the want of provifions, as none had 

as yet arrived for the troops, and for fix 
days they fubfifted on the meal of Indian. 
corn made int(') cakes. The perf on who 

had the management of every thing, in­

formed us that we were not expeCted till 

- Spring. 

Never was a country fo deftitute of 
every comfort, provifions were Flot to be 
purchafed for ten days; the officers fub­

fifted upon faIt pork, and Indian com 

made into cakes, not a drop of any kind 
of fpirit, what little there had been, was 
already confumed by the firft and fecond 
brigade; many officers, to comfort them­

[elves, put red pepper into water, to drink 
by way of cordial. 

Upon a reprefentation of out fituation, 
by Brigadier General Harr..ilton, to Colo­

nel Bland, \",ho commanded the American 

troops, he promifed to render the fitua~ 

tion 
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tion of the men as comfortable as pofilble, 

and with all expedition. As to the offi­

cers, upon figning a parole, they might 

go to Richmond and other adjacent tC)"Wl1S, 

to procure themfelves quarters, according­

ly a parole was figned, vlhich allowed a 

circuit of near one hundr,~d miles. And 

after the officers had dra \Vn lots, as 

three were to rem.::in :n the barracks 

with the men, or at Charlottifville, the 

principal part of them fet off for Rich­

mond, many of them are at plantations, 

twenty or thirty mile:i from the barracks. 

I am quartered with Major Mafrer and 

four other officers of our regiment, at this 

plantation, about twenty miles from the 

barracks; the OWl~er has given up hig 

haufe, and gone to reilde at his overfeer's, 

:md for the ufe of his houfe, we pay him 

two guineas a week. 

On the arrival of the troops at Charlot­
tefville, the officers, ,;;.,hat with vex:itloJ1, 

and 
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ana to keep out the cold, drank rathet 
freely of an abominable liquor>" called 
peach brandy, which, if drank to excefs, 
the fumes raife an abfolute delirium, and 
in their cups, feveral were guilty 0f deeds 
that would admit of no apology, the in .. 
habitants mufi: have aCtually thought us 
mad, for in the courfe of three or four 
days, there were no lefs that fix or feven 
duels fought. 

Colonel Bland, who commands the. 
American troops, was formerly a phyfi­
cian, at a place called Peteriburg, on the 
James River, but on the commencement 
of the war, as being fame way related to 
Bland, who wrote a military treatife, he 
felt a martial fpirit arife in him, therefore 
quitted the lEiculapian art, and at his. 
own expence raifed a regiment of light 
horfe. As to thofe troops of his regi­
ment with Waihington's army, I can­
not fay any thing, but the two that the 

Colonel 



THROUGH AMERICA. 321 

Colonel has with him here, for the pur.;.. 
pofes of expreffes and attendance, are the 
moft curious figures you ever faw; fome, 
like Prince Prettyman, with one boot, others 
lefs fortunate, without any; fame hofe1efs; 
with their feet peeping out of their {hoes; 
others with breeches that put decency to 
the blufh.; forne in {hort jackets, fome in 
long coats, but all have fine dragoon caps, 
and long fwords fiung round them, fome 
with holfters, fame without, butgadamercy 
piftols, for they have not a brace and a half 
among them, but they are tolerably well 
mounted, and that is the only thing you 
can advance in their favor; the Colonel is 
fo fond of his Dragoons, that he reviews 
and manceuvres them every morning, and 
whenever he rides out, has two with drawn 
[words before, and two behind; it is really 
laughable to fee him thus attended with hiS! 
ragged regiment, which looks, to borrow 
Shakefpeare's idea, as if the gibbets had 

been robbed to make it up.--then the Co­
lonel himfelf, notwithftanding his martial 

VOL. II. Y fpirit 
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.fpirit, has all the grave deportment, as if 
he was gc;ing to a cunfllltation. 

The houfe that '.'it refide in is fituated 

upon an eminence, commanding a profpeEt 

of near thirty miles 2.round it, and the 

face of the conn try appears an immenfe 

fordi, interfpe:-red with various planta­

tions, four or five miles difiant from each. 

other; on thefe th€fe is a dwelling-houfe 

in the center, with kitchens, (moke-houfe, 

and out-houfes detached, and from the 

various buildings, each plantation has the 

appearance of a [mall village; at f(.)me 

little difl:ance from the hou[es, are 

peach and apple orchards, &c. and fcat­

tered over the plantations are the negroes 

huts and tobacco-houfes, which are large 

built of wood, for the cure of that article. 

The houfes are moll: of them built of 

.vood, the roof being covered with :hing1cs, 

and not 21>.vays l::'.~:i::d and plafiered with­

lJ1, only l:ho:~ of the better [art th8t are 

finiilied 
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fihifued in that manner, and painted on 
the ·outfide; the chimneys are often of 

brick, but the generality of them are wood, 
coated in the infide with clay; the win .. 
dows of the better fort are glazed, the reft 
have only wooden {hutters. 

The fences and enclofures in this pro­
vince are different from the others, for 
thofe to the northward are made either of 
frone or rails let into pofts, about a foot 
a[ul1der; here they are compofed of what 

is termed fence rails j which are made out 

of tree~ cut or fawed into lengths of about 
twelve feet, that are mauld or fplit intQ 
rails from four to fix inches diameter. 

When they form an inclofure, thefe rails 
are laid fo, that they crofs each other 
obliquely at each end, and are laid zig zag 
to the amount of ten or eleven rails in 

height, then frakes are put againft each 
corner, double acrofs, with the lower 

ends drove a little into the ground, 

y ~ and 
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and above thefe frakes is placed a rail of 
double the fize of the others r ' which is' 
termed the rider, wl~ch, in a manner, 

locks up the whole, and keeps the fence 
firm and fieady. 

Thefe enclofures are generally feven or 
eight feet high, they are not very firong 
but convenient, as they can be removed to 
'any other place, where they may be more 
necdfary; from a mode of confiructing 
thefe enclofures in a zig zag form, the 
New-Englanders have a faying,' when a 
man IS in liquor, he is making Virginia 
fences. 

Their manner of clearing the land IS, 
by cutting a circle round the tree throu'gh 
the bark quite to the wood, before the fap 
rifes, which kills it; they then clear the 
fmall brufh-wood and cultivate the ground. 
leaving the trees to rot fianding, which 
happens in a very few years; and after 

reCelVll1g 
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receiving the circular wound, they never 
more bear leaves; a large field in this flate 
has avery fin gular, {hiking, and dreadful 
;;tppearance, it iliould feem dangerous to 
walk in them, for the trees are of a pro­
digious magnitude and height, from which 
are impending in awful ruins vaft limbs, 
and branches of an enormous fize, which 
are continually breaking off, and fre­
quently whole trees are falling_ to the 
ground with a moil: horrible craili, the 
found of which is greatly encreafed and 
protracted by the furrounding echoes: yet 
I am informed, notwithftanding the dan­
ger, few accidents h.appen from them, 
~xcept to cattle. 

Upon_our informing the Comrniifary of 
Provifions where we were quartered, he 
gave us an order upon a Colonel Cole, 
who relides about four miles diftant, to 
fupply us, he being appointed to collect 
for the ufe of the Congrefs in this diftriCt, 

y 3 who 
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who, upon application, fent us about a 
month's provifion of flour and falt" pork 
for ourfelves and fervants. As the cart 
with the pl'Ovifions came through the 
plantation, I was :much furprized to fee 

all the cattle, horfes, iheepl and hogs fol~ 

lowing it, nor could the driver keep them 
off, till he came to the haufe, I found 
this was to lick the barrels which Call .. 

tained the faIt meat. 

The inhabitants throughout America, 

whofe habitations are at any great dif..:. 
tance from the fea or fait-water, giv~ 

their cattle and horfes fait once or twice a 
week, with which they are fatisfied, but 
here they were fo diiha8::ed after it, as to 
"lick the ear-th :where there has been any pot 

liquor in which fait meat has been boiled .. 
till they have licked up all the faline parti­
cles, and if a hor[e that has been rode hard, 
;md in a fweat, is turned out with others, 

they 
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they each inihm~ly furround and lick 

rum. 

Nature feerns to have prompted thefe 
animals by inftincr, as if fenfible thefe 
[aline particles were abfolutely nece:ffary to 
wrrect the acidity arifing from a fuper..; 

abundant accumulation in the itomach of 
the vegetable juices; the inhabitants there­
fore not only give tll.er; i :alt as medicinal, 

and to promote their cncreafe of Reih, but 
to render them gentle and tame, and to 
allure them to viiit their plantations; 
otherwife, as they are not deficient in pro­
vender in \lVinter, they would run wild 
and roam beyond the reach of their 
owners, in thde immenfe woods; yet 

notwithftanding this pr~caution, great 
numbers do run at large entirely wild, 

and have no proprietors, but thofe on 
whofe lands th~y are found. 

Y4 Molt 
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Moil: perrons who are in poifeffion of 
any confiderable plantation, have what is 
called a right in the woods, by which they 
are entitled to a certain proportion of the 
ewe cattle that run wild, whicp they can 
difpofe of, or transfer as affixed property; 
there is no other criterion to afc<!lrtain them 
but by branding, or putting fome mark 
on them; each perfon differs in this, and 
they are recorded in the county court, fuch 
property is further fecured by an act of 
the affembly, which made it felony, to 
alter or deface the marks. 

Moil: of the planters confign the care of 
their plantations and negroes to an over­
feer, even the man whofe houfe we rent, 
has his overfeer, though he could with 
cafe fuperintend it himfelf; but if they 
po{fe[s a few negroes, they think it be­
neath their dignity, added to which, they 
fire fo ~bominably lazy. I'll give you 

a 
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a !ketch of this man's general way of 
living. 

He rifes about eight o'clock, drinks 
what he calls a julep, which is a large 
glafs of rum, fweetened with fugar, and 
then walks, or more generally rides round 
his plantation, views his fiock,in­
fpeets his crops, and returns about ten: 
0' clock to breakfafi on cold meat, or ham. 
fried hommony, toafi and cycler j tea and 
coffee is feldom tailed, but by the women~ 
He then faunters about the houfe, fome­
times amufing himfelf with the little ne­

groes who are playing round the door, or 
elfe fcraping on a fiddle; about twelve or 
one he drinks toddy, to create him an ap­
petite for his dinner, which he fits down 
to at two o'clock; after he has dined, he 
generally lays down on the bed, and rifes 
about five, then perhaps fips fome tea 
with his wife, but commonly drinks tod­
dy 'till bed time; during all this he is 

neither 



330 INTERIGR TRAVELS 

neither drunk nor fober, but in a ilate of 
ilupefaEtion; this is his ufual mode of Ii v­

ing, which he feldom varies, and only 
quits his plantation to attend the Court­
Houfe on court days, or to fome horfe 
race or cock fight; at which times he gets' 
fo egregioufly drunk, that his wife fends 
a couple of negroes to conduct him fafe 

home. 

Thus the whole management of the 
plantation is left to' the overfeer, who as 

an encouragement to make the moft of the 
crops, has a certain portion as his wages, 
but not having any intereft in the negroes, 
any further than their labour, he drives 
and whips them about, and works them 
beyond their ftrength, and fometimes till 
they expire ; he feels no 10fs in their 
death, he knows the plantation muil: b~ 
fupplied, and his humanity is eftimated by 
llis intereft, which iifes'always above freez­
ing point. 

It 
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It is the poor negroes who alone .work 

hard, ~d I am forry to fay, fare hard~ 

Incredible is the fatigue which the poor 

wretches undergo, and that nature ihould 

be able to fupport it; there certainly muil 

be fomethingin their confti:tutions, as 

. well as their color, different from us, that 

enables 'them to endure it. 

They are caHedup at day break, and 

feldom a:l1c>wed to fwaHow a mouthful of 

hommi-ny, or hoe cake, but are drawn 

eut into the field immediately, where 

they continue at hard :labour, without in ... 

termillion, tin noon, when they go to 

their dinners, and are feldom allowed 

an hour for that· .purpo[e; their meals 

confift of hommirty and fa:lt~ and. if their 

mafter is a mari ·of . humanity, touched by 
the ·finer fee1iRg"s of love and fenfibility, he 
allows them twicea.weeka little fat fkimm­

cd .milk,rufty b;;lQOh, .or faIt herring, to re.;. 

lifu this miferable and fcanty fare. The 

man 
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man at this plantation, in lieu of thefe, 
grants his negroes an acre of ground, and 
all Saturday afternoon to raife· grain and 

poultry for themfelves. After they have 
dined, they return to labor iri the field; 
until duik in the eveiling; here one natu­
rally imagines the daily labor of Jhefe:poor 
creatures was over, not fo, they repair~to the 
tobacco houfes, where each has a taik of 

ftrippirig allotted which takes them up fame 
hours, or elre they have fuch a quaptityof 
Indian corn to huik, and if they neglect 
it, are tied up in the. morning, andre": 
ceive a number of lafhes from thofe unfeel~ 
ing monfters, the overfeers, :whofe mafier1! 
fufrer them to exercife their brutal autho­

rity without conftraint. Thus by their 
night taik, it is late in the evening before 
thefe poor creatures return to their fecond 
f canty meal, and the. time taken up at it 
encroaches upon· their hours of fieep~ 

which for refrefilment of food and Heep 

together 
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together can never be reckoned to exceed 
eight. 

When they lay themfelves down to reft, 
their comforts are equally miferable and 
limited, for they Deep on a bench, or on 
the ground, with an old fcanty blanket, 
which ferves them at once for bed and co­
vering, their cloathing is not lefs wretch­
ed, confifting of a ihirt and trowfers of 
coarfe, thin, hard, hempen {tuff, in the 
Summer, with an addition of a very coarfe 
woollen jacket, breeches and i1lOes in 
Winter. But fincc the war, their mafrers, 
for they cannot get the cloathing as 
ufual, - fuffer them to go 111 rags, and 
many in a fiate of nudity. 

The female Daves {hare labor and repoie 

juft in the fame manner, except a few who 
are term'd houfe negroes, and are employed 

in houfehold drudgery. 
Thefe 
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Thefe poor creatures are all fubmiffioll 

to injuries and infults, and are obliged t~ 
be paflive, nor dare they refill: or defend 
themfelves if attacked, without the fmalleft 

provocation, by a white perf on, as the law 
direas the negroe's arm to beeut off who 
raifes it againfi: a white perfon, fhould it 
be only in defence againft wanton bar­
barity and outrage. 

N otwithfianding this humiliating fl:ate 
and rigid treatment to \v hich this wretched 

race are fubjeB::, they are devoid of care, 
and appear jovial, contented and happy. 
It is a f01'tunate circumll:ance that they 
poifefs, and are bleifed with fuch an eafy 
fatisfied difpofition, otherwife they muft 
inevitably fink under fuch a complication 
of mifery and wretchednefs; what is fin­
gularly remarkable, they always carry out 
a piece of fire, and kindle one near their 
work, let the weather be ever fo hot and 
fultry. 

As 
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As I have feveral times mentioned hom-

miny and hoe-cake, it may not be amtfs to 

-explain them: the former is made of Indi­

,an corn, which is coarfely broke, and boil­

ed with a few French beans, till it is al­

moil a pulp. Hoe-cake is Indian corn 

ground into meal, kneaded into a dough, 
and baked before a fire, but as the negroes 

bake theirs on the hoes that they work 

with, they have the appellation of hoe­

cakes. Thefe are in common ufe among 

the inhabitants, I cannot fay they are pa­

lateable, for as to flavor, one made of favv­
duJ} would be equally good, and not un­

like it in appearance, but they are certain­

ly a very {hong and hearty food. 

Having given you a pretty good {ketch 

of thefe back-fettlers, in my next I !hall 
be able to afford you fome account of the 

country, and the lives and manners of the 

peol)le in the lower parts of this province, 
for 
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for in a few days I am going to Richmond 
to purchafe fome liquors and neceffaries, 
to render our fituation a little comfort­
able, in this dreary region of woods and 
wretchednefs. I remain 

'Yours, &c. 

L E 1'-
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LET T E R LXIII. 

My DEAR FRIEND, 

Richmond, in rirginid i 
F,b. IZ 1779-

AF E W days after my laft letter, with 
. your friend Johnfon of our regiment, 

I fet off for this place, and an uncomfort­
able journey we had, as the feafon was 
unfavorable, and rendered travelling very 
dangerous, on account of. the fnow then 
on the ground, and the continued falls 
of fleet, till our arrival at this place. 

The country is fo much covered with 
woods, that youtr~vel a long time with~ 

VOL. II. Z out 
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out feeing a,n habitation, (the' firfi we 

met with, was near eighteen miles from 
-Charlottefville) you can fcarcely conceive 
the difficulty in finding the proper roads, 

as they are hardly t~ be gueUed at by thofe 
~ho have often ufed to travel in America; 

when one is bad, they make another in a 

different direCtion, added to which, the 
planters, Jam cern:lcnie turn a road to [uit 
their own convenience, and render it more 
commodious to their rlantation, If per':" 

chance you meet an inhabitant and ~n­
quire your way> his direCtions are, if 

pollible, more perplexing than the ,roads 
themfelves, for he tells you to keep the 
right hand path, then 'you'll come to an 

old field, you are to cro[s that, and then 

you'll come to the fence of fuch a ones 
plantation, then keep that fence, and 

you'll come to a rO:1d that has three forks, 
(whicK is their manner of defcribing the 
partings in the roads) keep the right hand 
fork for abOH~ half a mile, and then you'll 

come 
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come to a creek, after you crofs that 
creek, you muil: turn to the left, and 
then you'll come to a tobacco houfe; 
after you have paIred that,· you'll come to 
anoth~r road that forks, keep the right 
hand' fork, and then you'll come to M~ 
fuch a ones ordinary, and he will direct 
you. Thus you fee it requires the moil: 
retentive memory to be able to proceed at 
all, if unaccuil:omed to the roads. 

\Ve adopted a fingular modej which 
proved fortunate. One day after tra­
velling a il:raight road for near fifteen 
miles- at the leafr, as we calculated, by 
our watches, during the whole way, we 
neither met or overtook a living creature, 
and were greatly at a lofs, as totally'un­

certain of being in the right ro~d. Our 
perplexities greatly increafed by the roads 
dividing; unacqu,ainted with the ,country, 
or in what direCtion the place we~ifhed 
to reach, lay. We continued for a length 

Z 2 of 
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of time undetermined which road to take, 

at laft my companion propofed we fhould 
tors up a dollar, and if heads, to take the 
right hand, if tails, 'the left; it chanced 
to come up heads, a.nd we took the right 
kand road accordingly, when after tra­
velling about four miles, we came to the 
ordinary where we baited, the landlord of 
which informed us that had we taken 
the other road, we fhould have gone 
near fixteen miles further without fteing 
an houfe. 

Having feveral times mentioned an ordi­
nary, it may not be amifs to acquaint you, 
that out of the principal towns, all taverns 
and public houfes are, in Virginia, called 
ordinaries, and 'faith not improperly in 
general; they confift of a little houfe pla­
ced in a folitary fituation, in the middle 
of the woods, and the u[ual mode of def­
cribing the roads, is from fuch an ordinary 

to 
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to fueh a one, fo many miles; the enter­
tqinment you meet with is very poor in­
d,eed, feldom able to procure any other 
fare than eggs and bacon, with Indian 
hoe cake, and at many of them not even 
that; the only liquors are peach, brandy' 
and whifl«.ey. For this' miferable fare they 
qre not remifs in making pretty exorbitant 
<;hlU"ges; but I am not furprized that 
accommodation for travellers is fo bad, 

as I am informed, before the war, the 
hofpitality of the country was fuch, 
that travellers alwll.ys ftopt at a plaq.ta­
tion when they wanted to refrefh theEn­
felves and theirhorfes, where they always 
met with the moil: courteous treatment,' 
and were fupplied with every thing gra­
tuitoufly; and if any neighbouring plant­
ers heard of any gentleman being at one 
of thefe ordinaries, they would fend a 
negroe with an invitation to their own 

houfe. 

On 
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On our journey to this place we over­

took a flock of wild turkeys; a couple of 
fpaniels we had with us purfued' them, " 
and it is incredible how fwift they run, as 

neither of us, though we galloped our 
horfes, could overtake them, although 
they run near two hundred yards before 
they took flight; they appeared confider­
ably larger than ours, and I am told, 
fometimes weigh thirty or forty pounds 
each. , Juft before we came to Goochland 
Court houfe, we faw the manner by which 
the inhabitants catch them; they make a 
log fence of about twelve feet fquare, fe.:. 
curing the top with heavy logs, but before 
they cover it over dig a paffage from 
the center, to the out fide of the fence, 
which is covered over fo as to admit light, 
and r()Und about the entrance, and 
through this paffage they ftrew Indian 
com, as well as a quantity for them to 
feed on when in the trap, the birds feeing 

the 
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the com in the infide, keep walking round 

to gather it, till they meet that 'vvhich. is 
laid to conduct them into the paffage, 

which having confumed, they keep eatin,g 

on till they t:~t· into the h'ap, and thefe 
foolifh birds, when. they willi' to get out, 
inftead of re;'Jrning the way they came in, 
keep continually flying up, by which 
means one or two om of the flock, in the 
morning are found dead, and they fre, 
quently catch a flock of ten or a dozen at. 
a time in this manner. 

At \Vefiham, about [even miles, the 
falls of James River commence, which 
continue to about half a mile below this 
place, where the tide comes up. The 

grand fi;lple commodity of this province 

is tobacco, carried down the river from the 

back fettlements to Wefiham, upon canoes 
lallied together, and then it is brought by 
land carriage to this 1) lace ) as the falls 
prevent any com:nunication by water, 

through 
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through the difta,nce of feven miles; and 
during the courfe'of that part of the river, 
the water rufhes down in vaft torrents, 
raging with great impetuofity, and daih .. 
ing from rock to rock with .a I110ft tr~­

mendous noife, which may be heard. for 
many miles. 

At this place the land fuddenly rifes in­
to hills of a great height, abounding with 
prodigious rocks, large ilones and trees; 
and as the fummit of many ,of there 
hills hang over the falling torrent of 
James river, they'command moil roman.,. 
tic profpeCl:s. 

A little below Richmond, the tide flows 
up to the rocks of the fall, and there 
James River is half a mile wide, at which 
place there are ferry-boats. 

At the foot of the falls there are three , 
towns; Richm~md, which is the largeft~ 

feparated 
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feparated by a creek nallied Shoekoes, 
from the town ofShoekoes, that joins it; 
thefe are on theNorth fide of the river, 
and on the South fide frands Chefrerfie1d, 
but from its fituation, more generally 
known by the name of Rocks Bridge; 
fmall floops come up to the falls, and 
two miles lower, large ihips come up to 
load. 

I am informed, above the falls, the river, 
after heavy rains, fwells to a great height, 
and overflows all the low ground for feve­
ral miles; and at the falls, where the river 
is confined by the mountains that abrupt-" 
ly arife on each fide, the noife, force, and 
impetuofity of the torrent, are·moildread­
ful1y tremendous and awful. 

Many gentlemen around Richmond, 
though ftrongly attached to the· American 
caufe, have ihewn the liberality andhofpi..;. 
tality fo peculiar to this province, in their' 

particular 
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particular attention and civilities: to our 
officers, who are quartered here,' and in 
the adjacent country; among thofe who 

. are moft diil:inguifhed in this line; are Cp- . 
lonel Randolph, of, Tuckahoe; Colonel' 

Godd~ of Chefterfield; Colonel Cary, of 
Warwick, &c .. &c. The illiberal part of 
their countrymen charge them with being 
partial to Great-Britain, but thefe. are 
gentlemen of fixed principles, of affiuente 
and authority, and therefore defpife all 

. popular clamour. 

There happened the moil: remarkable 
phenomenon a few nights ago, th'ilt we 
imagined might be peculiar to this climate, 
but at which we found the inhabitants ex­
ceedingly alarmed and terrified; it was a 
moft terrible ftorm of thunder and light­
ning; the day had been as picrcingly keen 
and penetrating as any we had felt this 
Wh~ter, and in the evening the ftorm 
eame on; the erufcations and flafhes of 

lightning 
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lightning inceifantly followed each other 
in quick and rapid tranfitions, and the, 
thunder was a conftant fucceilion of loud 
contending peals; this £torm lafied .near 
two hours; at its commencement, the air 
felt warm, which encreafed fo faft, that at· 
one time i~ was intenfely hot; but as the 
{torm decreafed, fo the heat left us, and 
the next morning was a {harp frofr. 

As I was walking with fome officers, I 
was !hewn a gentleman of the town, a 
Mr. Fanchee, a furgeon and apothecary, 
who had. the misfortune to have one of his 
eyes gouged out, it was happily in time 
replaced,. and there were hopes that hj! 
would recover the ufe of it. I {hall relate 
the way the accident happened, to {hew 
the ferocioufnefs of the lower dafs in this 
country; this gentlemen was at play, i~ 
the billiard-room, where there were a 

n.umber of gentlemen, and feveral of. our 

officers·: a low fello_w, who pretends to 
gentility 
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gentility came in, and in the courfe of 
play, fome words arofe, in which he firil 
wantonly abu[ed.. .and afterward would 
infifr on fighting Mr. Fauchee, defiring at 
the fame time, .to know upon what terms 
he woul9: fight, as the lower fort ha:re 
various modes; Mr. Fauchee declined 
any, faying. that he was totally ignorant 
as to boxing, but the .other calling himJelf 
a gentleman, he would meet him in a gen­
tleman.,-like manner; he had fcarcely ut­
teredthefe words, before the other flew at 
him, and in an inftant turned his e.y~ out 
of the i{)cket, and while it hung upon his 
cheek, the fellow was barbarous enough 
to endeavor to pluck it entirely out, . but 
was prevented. You can eafily imagine 
what the officers who were prefent, muft 
have felt, as fpeB:ators of fuch a fcene, 
who were obliged to fuifer [uch a wretch 
·to go off with impunity, their hands be­
ing refirained, by their parole, from any 
interference. 

This 
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This moil barbarous cufi:om, which a 

favage would blufh atbeiHg accufed of, is 

peculiar to the lower clafs -bf people in this 

province; at one time it was fo prevalent, 

that the Governor and Affembly weFe 

obliged to pafs' a law which made it crimi­
nal, and that law is n0W in force, but the 

rabble are {uch a lawlefs fet, efpecially 

thofe in the back woods, that they are lit­
tle reftrained by any laws the State can 
pafs, and· in the back fettlement, this 
favage cufiom prevails.-·· _. I have feen 

a fellow, leckoned a great adept in 

gouging, who conftantIy kept the nails 
of both his thumbs and fecond fingers very 

long and pointed; nay, to prev.ent their 

breaking or fplitting, in the execution of 
his diabolical intentions, he hardened them 

every evening in a candle. 

It is an univerfal opinion, that death is 
.preferable to 10fs of fight, and as every 

occaGon of quarrelEng with the officers is 
greedily 
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greedily fought after, we feldom go o~t 
without our fide arms. What pity it is-, 
that a country where the fU'perior clafs are 

of fuch an hofpitable and friendly difpofi,­
tion, {hould be rendered almoft unfafe to 

live in by the barbarity of the people. 
That I was but out of it, ·and once more 

in Old England, is the confrant prayer of 

Yours, &c. ' 

LE T-
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LET T E R 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

LXIV. 

Richmolld, ill ri''ginia, 

Feh. 18t!;, 1779. 

I H A V E been detained at this place 

beyond my original intention by the 

hofpitality of the neighbouring gentle­

men, who would not let me leave them 

without viiiting the whole circle; among 

the number was Colonel Carey, who refides 

~t Warwick, where he has a moil: fuperb 
houfe, near which are fome curious mills 

and iron-works, whofe building coft fome 

thoufand~ of pounds; they have not only . 

been of great emolument to himfelf, but 
very 
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very beneficial to the public. His houfe 
is fituated on the border of James River, 
and on the oppofite ihore is another of 
a· Major Randolph; it may not be un­
necefiary to obferve, that the Randolphs 
are defcended from one of the firil: fetders 
in thi.s province of that name", :111d are fo 
numerous, that they are obliged, like the 
clans of Scotland, to be diftinguifhed by 
their places of refidence. 

Peterflmrgh being but a few miles from 
Colonel Carey's, and feveral of us, one 
evening, expreffing a defire to fee that 
town, but lamenting it was out of our 
parole. He,the next morning af~er break­
faft, [aid, "'Come, gentlemen, we'll mount 
" out horfes, and take a ride before din­
" ner, to Peteriliurgh," we expreffed how 
happy it would make us to acc0mpany 
him, but were reftrained by our parole, 
'when he replied, '( not fo,'gentlemen," and 
produced a letter from the American Com-

manding 
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manding Officer, granting us permiffion; 
this little circumftance I mention, to {hew 
that his hofpitality is accompanied with 
trUe politenefs and attention. 

The tOWii. of :Peteribnrgh is fituated on 
the borders of the Apamatock River, and 
on the oppofite {hore are a few houfes; 
which is a kind of fuburb, in dependant 
of Peteriburg, called Pocahunta----the 
principal trade of Peteriburg arifes from 
the exporting of tobacco, depofited in 
warehoufes and magazines, but before it 
is l0dged in thefe warehoufes, it is ex­
amined, to confirni it in a proper frate for 
exportat~on by infpecrors, who prove the 
quality of the tobacco; and if found good, 
they give the planter.a receipt for fuch a 
quantity, andthefe receipts pafs current as 
calli: Thus anyone depofiting tobacco in 
thefe warehoufes, and obtaining a receipt, 
may go to William iburg, or any other 
city in the province, and purchafe any 

VOL. II. A a kind 
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kind of commodities, paying with receipts, 
which circulate through a multitude of 
hands before they corne to the merchant 
who pur"chafes the tobacco for exporta­
tion; thus this valuable commodity is 
equally Bank frock, and current coin; and 

the inhabitants, in defcribing the prices of 
their different purchafes, infl:ead of faying 
" I gav'e fo many pounds for fuch an ar­

" tide;" "I gave ~o many hogfheads of 
cc tobacco." 

The Apamatocks Rlver IS nearly as WIde 
as the Thames, and runs into the James 
River, about twelve miles from the faUs, 

which are a little above Peterlburgh, and 
jufl: below the falls, there is a large wooden 
bridge, at the town of Pocahunta, up to 
which {loops, [chooners, and fmall vefieIs 
continually fail. 

The town of Pocahunta is named after 
the daughter of a famous Indian Chief, or 

Emperor 
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Emperor Powhatan (which is the Indian 
name of the James River) who gave all 
the land round this place to his daughter 
as a marriage portion. 

AtPeterflmrgh refides a Mrs. Bowling, 
who has confiderable warehoufes, befides 
a very extenfive plantation and eftates, 
whore fon has married a very agree"able 
young lady, lineally defcended from Po­
cahunta. After Colonel Carey had given 
us the brief hiftory of Pocahunta, relating 
to her friendfhip for the Engliili, in their 
firft fettlement in this province, and her 
marrying an Engliihman, with whom ihe 
went to Europe, he related the following 
anecdote of a great man of her own na­
tion, that ihe had in her fuite, when ihe 
left Virginia: 

. "This man had orders from Powhatan 

IC to count the people of England, and give 
" him an account of their numbers. As 

A a z' "the 
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" the Indians have no letters or figures 
" among them, he, at his going aillOre, 
" provided a frick, in which he was to 

". make, a notch for every perron he [a"" ; 
" but he, as you may [uppo[e, [oon grew 
" weary, and threw away his Hick: Upon 

'" his return~ the King aiked him how 
" many people there were?" ., He ddired 

" him to count the flars in the Jl0', the. leaves 

"upon the trees, and tHe fond on the fla 

" pore, for fo many pecple he laid were in 
q England." At this conclnfion, Colonel 
Carey archly remarked, "Don't you think 
" you cou'd make that reply to" your King, 
" if he aiked you how many people you 
" raw in America ?" 

The tobacco warehoufes at Petedburg~ 
as well as at Richmond, are crowded with 
that commodity, as they cannot find pur­
chafers, and the planters win not export 
it themfelves, on account of our numerous 
privateers; fome few merchants have ven-

tured 
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tured [mall floops to the Bermuda iJlands, 

and have been fuccefsful; it is only thefe 

who have any commodities in their fiores, 

the reft being :!hut up; and I cannot help 

making the fame refleCtion, at feeing [uch 

towns as Peteriburgh and Richmond .in 

the fame ftate as that of Lancafrer~ all 

trade being at a fiand in thefe-place-s, 

where no doubt, before the war, it muft 

have been very 'confiderable, thefe two 

towns' having formerly fupplied the back 

fettlers with all manner of ftores for their 

plantations. Except iil the principal cities, 

{ueh as Bofton, New-York, and Philadel­
phia, the towns have not various bran­

ches of manufactures, fueh as linel1-

drapers, . mercers, grocers, houel s, ha­

b~rda:Lhers,. fcatiQners, &c. but are all 

comprized under the name 'of merchant 

and fiore-keeper;, and what are called 
ihops in England, are h~re denominated' 

flores, whichfurni:!h every article in life, 
DDt only neceffary but ornamental, and' 

Aa 3 even 
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even jewellery; exc1ufive of the great ftores 
in the capital towns, there are fmaller 
ones fcattered all over the country. 

I fpent a few days at Colonel Ran­
dolph's, at Tuckahoe, at whofe houfe the 
ufual hq(pitality of the country prevailed; 
it is built on a rifing ground, having a 
molt .~e~utiful and· commanding profpect 
pf James River; on one fide is Tuckahoe, 
which being the Indian name of tHat 
creek, he named his plahtation Tuckahoe 
after it; his. houfe feerps to be built fole­
ly to anfwer the purpofes of ,hofpitality, 
which being ·confrruct:ed in a different 
nlanner than in mofr other countries; r 
fhall defcribe it to you: It is in :the form 
of an H, and has the appearance of two 
houfes, joined by a large faloon; each 
wing has two frories, and four large rooms 
on a floor; in one the family refide, and 
the other is referved folely for vifitors : the 
faloan that u_nites them, is of a confider;.. 

able 
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able magnitude, and on each fide are, 
db'6rs; the ceiling is lofty, and to thefe 
they principally retire in the Summer, be­
ing but little incommoded by the fun, 
and by the doors of each of the houfes, 
and thofe of the falDon being open, there 
is a canaant circulation of air; they are 
furniilied with four fophas, two on each 
fide, befides chairs, and in the center there 
is generally a chandelier; thefe faloons 
anfwer the two purpofes of a cool retreat 
from the fcorching and fultry heat of the 
climate, -and of an occafional ball-room. 
The outhoufes are detached at fome dif­
tance, that the houfe may be open to the 
air on all fides. 

Colonel Randolph poifeffes that fond­
nefs for horfes, which I obferved was'pecu­
liar to the Virginians of all ftations, fpar­
ing no trouble, pains, or expence, in im­
porting the, beft frock, and irnproving the 
breed; _and it was with no little pleafure 

A a 4- he 
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he !hewed us a fine' one, named Shake~ 

fpeare, which he imported juft as the war 
commenced. There was a fiable built pur­
pofely for this horfe, in which was a recefs 

for a bed for the l1~groe who looked after 
it, that he might be with it -at night; 
This horfe is of a handfome dappled 
grey, about {ixteen hands and a half high, 
with a moft beautiful head and neck j as 
to any other points about him, it is im­
pollible to tell, for the creature was fo 
amazingly pampered and fat, and being 

. .of the race breed, his legs were fo fmall 
and Him, that they appeared Ul:J.able to 
fupport the weight of his body, exactly 
like the horfes one fees painted in old pic ... 
tures; the beft idea you can pollibly form 
of his fize, is by telling you, that from 
his withers to his tail, there was fuch a 
gr90v~ of fat, that you might pour water 
upon his withers, ;mcl it would run in ~ 
ftraight line down his tail; the horfe is 

9bli~ed to b(: ~ept in high ~ond~ti9n" to 
enabl~ 
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enable him to receive the numerC?us vifitors 
attending on him in the Spring. 

In the courfe of a few days I {hall re­
turn to Charlottefville, at which I am by 
no means difpleafed, for notwithftanding 
the hofpitality and great attention {hewn 
me, I do not feel myfelf comme if faut, 

feeling that uneafy fenfation, which the 
Englifh in general poffefs, and which may 
be ridiculous perhaps) but it is confritu_ 
tional, arifing from a confcioufnefs of its 
being out of my power to make a return 
for the civilities thewn me. I cannot but 
in juH:ice fay, that in all the gentlemens 
houfes I have vifited) they never ftarted,' 
for would fuffer any converfation on poli­
tics; fometimes, when alone with the 
ladies, they would indulge and rally us a 
little) at our being 'prifoners, but all 
with great good humour; the only un­
pleafant circurpfcance of the kind that I 

recollect: was at Tuckahoe, where an offi-
cer 
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cer fuffered his vexation to overcome that 
gratitude he was bound to fuew for the 
hofpitality he met with. 

_ Colonel Randolph every year made a 
prefent of two hogfueads of tobacco to his 
daughter as a venture, to purchafe dreifes 
and ornaments, and the fuips had always 
been fo unfortunate as to be captured. As 
feveral officers were fitting with the ladies; 
the converfation ran upon politics, when 
Mifs Randolph innocently aiked, "How 
"we came to be taken prifoners?" the 
officer with- fame warmth replied, "J uft 
"as, your tobacco was, by a f?perior 
"force:" I ne~d not tell you the diftrefs 
and confufion of the young lady, as well 
as of the officer himfelf, who immediately 
became confcious of what he had faid, and 
for his ill-timed violence, he forfeited all 
claim to the hofpitality of Tuckahoe. 

Yours, &c. 

L E T-
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LET T E R LXV. 

Jones's Plantation, near Charlottef<Vill~~ 

ill Virginia, AprilIo, 1779. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

D URI N G my journey to Richmond" 

General Phillips and General Reidefel 
arrived" at Charlottefville, and the day after 

their arrival, went to the barracks; they 
were gtbtly incenfed at the treatment the 
army met with, at 'prefent the foJdiers are 
more comfortably lodged, but had General 
Phillips feen them in the ftate they were in 
on the firft arrival of the troops, I think 
his warmth of temper and regard for them, 

wau Id have laid him: under the fame re-
ftriCtion 
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ftriCtion as at Bofton. The men have 
been exceedingly ill fupplied with provill­
ons in general, having meat only twice or 
thrice a w~ek, and for fome weeks none, 
what they get is fcarce1y wholefome, this 
is at prefent what the poor ft:llows term 
a faft, they not having any meat ferved 
them fincethe twenty-fifth of laft month. 
GeneralPhiHip5 has greatly exerted him­
felf finee his arrival, and there are hopes 
that in future, the troops will be more 
regularly fupplied. 

Congrefs certainly are to be acquitted 
of all this bad management~ as they have 
been mifguided and duped by one of their 
own members, a Colonel Harvey,. who. 
is a delegate for this Province, 

When they paffed the refolve to detain 
us prifoners, contrary to the articles of 
convention, the ftate of Maffachufe.ts 

: ( 

deemed it oppreffive,. that ~t ihould be 
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obliged to fupport our army, as they had 
cheerfully fupplied their own troops with 
more in quota than the other Provinces7 

and that as they had already fupplied our 
army for near a twel~emonth, it would be 
but equitable for the fouthem Provinces 
to partake of the burthen; they accord­
ingly inftruCted their delegates to apply 
to Congrefs for that purpofe. When the 
motion was made, the petition of the 
State of Maffachufets appeal'ed founded 
upon equity, and it was then confidereel 
to what Province we fhould be removed 

to, the J erfeys and New -York Provin ces 
wer,e improper, as being the feat of war, 
as to Penfylvania, that Province had been 
fa ravaged by the two armies, that they 
deemed it incapable of furnifhing provi­
fion to fupply their own with the quota 
allotted them. As to Maryland, it 
was fo . fmall a Province, it did not ad­
mit of any confideration, and Virginia 
was deemed the Province beft calculated, 

from 
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from its extenfivenefs, as well as its ferti­
lity; and that by ftationing the army in 
the back [ettlements, it removed all fears 
of any attempts of a ref cue, by a part of 
the army from New York. 

When Virginia was fixed upon, this 
Colonel Harvey propofed to Congrefs, to 
remove the convention army to a traB:: of 
land that belonged to him about fix miles 
from Charlottefville, about four from 
the blue mountains, and near two hun­
dred miles from the feacoafr, that if Con­
grefs approved of that fituation, he would 
engage to build barracks and lay in pro­
vifions by the enCtiing Spring. This pro­
pofal meeting with approbation, was 
paifed into a refolve abmlt the latter end 
of laft June. 

Colonel Harvey immediately reforted to 
Virginia, and fet all his negroes and a 
number of the inhabitants to built thefe 

barracks, 
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barracks, and to colleel: provifions; af­
ter having planned every thing, ,he left 
the completion of it to the management 
of his brother, and returned to Congrefs. 
His brother not poffeffing fo much aCtivity 
and not being, perhaps, fo much intereft­
~d in the bufinefs, did not pay proper 
attention to it, which was the caufe why 
the barracks were not finifhed, and affairs 
being in fuch a ftate of confufion on our 
arrivaI.Whe,n Colonel Harvey left Vir­
ginia, he fully imagined that every necef­
fary comfort and fupply of provifions 
would be ready for the reception of the 
troops, at Chriftmas; being fully fenfible 
that the log-huts would be erected long 
before that time, and as to provifions, he 
h,ad left fuch directions as, if obeyed, could 
not fail; it is juft to obferve, that Con­
grefs confulted Colol1el Harvey previous 
to their pailing their refolves, and fend­
ing their orders of our 'removal ,out of the 
Maffachufets State. 

The' 
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The houfe and plantation where Gene .. 

ral Phillips refides is called Blenheim;, the 
houfe was erected ihortly after that me­

morable battle in Germany, by a Mr. 
Carter, who was Secretary to the colony, 
and was his favorite feat of refidence: It 

frands on a lofty eminence, commanding 
a very extenflve profpeCt, and is built 
after the manner of that I have defcrib ... 
ed to you in my 1a11. The pretent pro­
·prietor, Colonel Carter, poffdfes a mofr 
affluent fortune, and has a variety of feats, 
in fituations far furpaffing. this of Blen­

heim, which he fuffers to go to ruin; and 
when General Phillips took it, this charm­
ing manfion was crouded with negroes, 
fent from various other plantations, to 
clear a fpot of ground a fe\v miles off: 
The tract of land Colol).el Carter poffeffes 
in this province is immenfe, and his frock 

of negr:oes the·moil: numerous, he being 
poffeffed of one thoufand five hundred on 
his diffe~nt plantations. 

The 
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The firft night after our leaving Rich­
illonrl, I fiept at an elegant villa, calleil 
Belvidera, which formerly belonged to a 

Colonel, Bird, Wbb diftinguifhed himfelf 
greatly in the laft war, in that fad difaf1er 

of General Braddock's. He po{fe{[ed a 
moft affluent fortune, and was proprietor 
of all the lands round the falls for many 
miles, as well as the greateft part of 
the lands round the town of Richmond. 
His great abilities and perfonal accom-' 
pli!hments, were univerfally efteemed, 
but being infatuated with play, his af,.;' 
fGirs, at his death, were in a deranged 
frate. The widow whom he left with 
eight children, has, by prudent manage­
ment, preferved out of the wreck of his 
princely f.ortune, a beautiful houfe, at a 
place called Weftover, upon James River; 

fome perfonal property, a few plantations; 
and a !lUmber of {laves. The grounds 
around the houfe at Weftover, are laid 
out in 'a moftbealltiful manner and with 

VOL. II. B b great 
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great taite, and from the river appear 

delightful. 

From my obfervations and remarks in 
my late journey, it appe:Ired to me, that 

before the war, the fpirit of equality or 

levelling principal was not fo prevalent in 

Virginia, as in the 0ther provinces; and 
. that the different claffes of people in the 

former fupported a greater diftinCtion 

than thofe of the latter s but fince the 

war, that principle feems to have gained 

great ground in Virginia; an inftance of 

it I faw at Colonel Randolph's, at Tucka­
hoe, where three country peafants, who 

came upon bufinefs, entered the room 

where the Colonel and his company were 
fitting, took themfelves chairs, drew near 

the fire, began fpitting, pulling off their 
country boots all over mud, and then 

opened their bufinefs, which was funply 
about fome continental flour to be 

ground at the Colonel's mill ~ When 
they 
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they were gone, fome one obferved what 
great liberties they took; he replied, it 
was unavoidable, the fpirit of indepen­
dency c was converted into equality, and 
everyone who bore arms, efl:eemed him­
felf upon a footing with his neighbour, 
and concluded with faying, "No doubt, 
" each of thefe men conceives himfelf, 111 

(( every refpeCt, my equal." 

There were, <1nd frill are, three degrees of 

ranks among !he inhabitants, exclufive of 
negroes; but I am afr<1id the advantag€ of 
difrinCtion will never exifr again in this 
country, in the fame manner it did before 
the commencement of hofiilities. 

The firfi dafs confifts of gentlemen of 
the beft families and fortunes, which are 
more refpeCtable and c numerous here, 
than in any other province; for the 
mofr part they have had liberal educations,.c 
poffefs a thorough knowledge of the world, 

B b 2 with 
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with great eafe and freedom in their man­
ners and converfation, many of them 
keep their carriages, have handfome fer­

vices of plate, and without exception, 

keep their ltuds, as well as fets of hand­

fome carriage horfes. 

The fecond cla[s confifrs of fuch a 
fe-ang;> mixture of characters, and of fuch 
various ddcriptions of occupations, being 
nearly half the inhabitants, that it is diffi­
cult to a[certain their exact criterion and 
leading feature. They are however, ho[­
pitable, generous, and friendly; but for 

want of a proper knowledge of the world, 
and a good education, as well as from 
their continual iritercourfe with' their 

Daves, over whom they are accufromed' 
to tyrannize, with all their good qualities, 
they are" rude, ferocious, and haughty, 
much attached to gaming al~cl difIipation, 
particularly horre-racing and cock-fight-

ing i 



THROUGH AMERICA. 373 

ing; in {hort, they form a moll: unac­
countable combination of qualities and 

principles direCtly oppofite and contra­

diCtory, many of them having them 
ftrangely blended with the beft and 
worft of principles, the moO: valuable and 
moil: worthlefs, many poffdIing . elegant 

accomplifhments and favage brntality, and 
notwithftanding all this inconfiftency of 
charaCter, numbers are valuable members 

of the community, and very few deficient 
in intelleCtual faculties, 

The third dafs, which, in general, com­

pores the greateft part of mankind, aJ:e 
fewer in Virginia, in proportion to the 
inhabitants,· than perhaps in any .other 
country in the world; yet even thofe who 
3;re rude, illiberal,· and 11oify, with a tur­
bulent difpofition, . are generous, kind, 

andhofpitable. We are induced to ima­
gine there l~fomethi!)g peculiar in the 

B b 3 climate 
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climate of Virginia, that fhould render all 
. daffesof fo hofpitable a difpofition. 

,The lower people poffefs that imperti­
nent curiofity, fo very difagreeable and 
troublefome to fhangers, but in no de .. 

,degree equal to th~ inhabitants of New­
England, they are averfe to labor, much 
addicted to liquor, a~d·when intoxicated, 
extremely favage and revengeful; nay, at 
fuch times,. revenge infults of long date, 
even after they have been amicably adjuft ... 
ed; for the infult arifing in their minds, 
and the new friendfhip totally forgotten, 
they feek their object with keen attention, 
and fatiate their paffion with ravage bar .. 
barity. 

Their amufements are the fame with 
thofe of the middling fort, with the addi­
tion of boxing matches, in which they dif­
play fuch barbarity, as fully marks their 

. innate 
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innate ferocious difpofition. An Englilh 
boxing match, though a difgrace to a 
polin-led nation, is humanity itfelf, com­
pared with the Virginian mode of fight­
ing; fe>r, previous to the corp.batants 
falling too, they enter into an agreement, 
whether all advantages are allowable, 
which are biting, gouging, and (if I may 
fo ter-, it) Abelarding each other. Ifthefe 
three preliminaries are agreed upon, they 
inftantly fall to, and, afterfome, little 
ftruggl{ng, feize upon their adverfaries 
with their teeth. What is very remark­
able, and !hews what coolnefs there muft 
be in thefe difputes, and that they are not 

_ wholly the eff~Ct of anger is, that whatever 
terms are fpecified, . if only one or two out 
.of the th,ree conditions, let the confliCt be 
ever fo [~v:ere) th{lY neve\' infringe Qo. any 
Dther. 

V ~getables not being over abundant in 

,there back woods at any time, and there 
> B b 4 peing 
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a great deficiency of them in the Spring of 
year, the we adopt the cuftom of the inha­

bitants who gather the leaves of the poke­
plant, juft as they fhoot above ground and 

are tender and foft; it is no bad fubititute 

for fpinnage, and greatly refembles it in 
flavor, yet great care nYult be taken in ga., 

thering of it, that it is neit!Ier too old, 
nor the f!:alk grown, for in that cafe, if 
in breaF;ing off the upper fprouts, you 
leave any'part that is woody, the confe­
quence of eating it is inevitable death, as 
it purges the body to excefs. Notwith­
f!:anding this plant has this pernicious 
quality, 'the children eat the berries of it 
in the Autumn, without any ill confe..,. 
quence attending it. The juice of the 
berries produces a mof!: beautiful crimfon 
color, the finefi: in the wolld, but no me­
thod has yet been found to fix it, as cloths 
and woollens dyed with it fade very foon. 
Many perfons of great ingenuity and chy-

. ~ical 
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piical knowledge have endeavored, at fix­
jng of this color, which is fought after 
with as much eagernefs as the philofo­
pher's frone, and no doubt would be 
~qually as beneficial, if attained. 

Yours, &c. 

L E T-
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LET T E R LXVI. 

JO;IC1'S Plantation, wcar Chariottej'lfille, 

in Yirginia, May lZ, 1779' 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

.A FEW days ago the flag of truce, 
_ with cloathing for the army arrived 

at Richmond, and among the great num­
ber of letters delivered out, I had a great 
mortification, as well as difappointment, 
not to receive a fingle one, furely my 
friends muft jmagine, at fuch a dif~. 

tance in: thefe endlefs woods, that it is 
next to :an impoHibility ;lletter can reach 
me j it certainly would afford me great 
pleafure to hear that they were alive and 

. well. 
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As to the reft, I would difpenfe with. I 
wdte centinuall y from time to time; ne­
verthe1efs, from the uncertainty of con­
veyance, tlie fame accufation may hold 
good againft me. 

Your old friend Clark, of Bofton, who 
is our Commiffary ofProvifions, lately 
arrived from New-York, I fpent a few 
days with him at his quarters; exclufive 
of the great fund of information and 
amufement,which I derived from a number 
of Er;glifh news-papers and magazines he 
rbrought with him, I was informed of the 
tranfaCtions. that happen upon this conti­
'nent, among the reft, wifh a full account 
·ofthe'retreat of our army from Philadel­
iphia to New-York. 

You may recQIlect, in a former letter, 1 

'mentioned, that a good retreat was looked 
on as the chef d'a;u'Vre of a commander, and 
in'this retreat, I think Sir Henry Clinton 

has 
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has clearly evi.nced it, and demonfi:rated, 

that he is equally as judicious and able as 

he is brave, in furmounting the innumer­

able difficulties ~nd dangers he had to en­

counter: His w~q lay entirely through atl 
enemy's country, univerfally hofEle,- and 
where he could expeCt no affifrance; there­
fan;, previous to his fctting out on this 
dangerous retreat, he took the precaution 

of providing for all exigen<,ies, and a Jarge 

quantity of provifions was a neceffary, 
though not a fmall incumbrance, as well 

as the baggage of the army which ac­

companied it, forming a line of march 
of near twe1veiniles in extent; efpecially 
when it is confidered this army had to pafs 

through a country interfeEted with hill~, 
woods, rivers, defiles, and difficult paffes; 

from thef~ caufes, the march of the army 
being flow, afforded the Americans time 
to affemble, which they readily did to har­
rafs it, and in a iliort tilDe Wailiington 

had 
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had collected a fufficient force to l'ender its 
movements extremely ~angerous. 

When Sir Henry Clinton obferved the 

AmericaJils were meditating an· attack, he 

naturally concluded, it was with a view to 
€ut off the baggage and rear of the army, 
which, from its extent, he was fearful 

might be eafily accomplii11ed. He told 

Clark to in form General Phillips, among 

other defcriptions of the battle, that the 
day before he fat upon a fronc for 
near an hour viewing the baggage as it 
paffed along, and debating in his own 
mind, whether he fhould not g,ive inihnt 
orders to defrroy it. At length, as he ~on­
clu,ded it would be a matter of great exul­

tation with the Americans, and a difgrace 
to the Britifll army, he determined to pre­
ferve it at all events; therefore, on the 
day of tne action at Monmouth, he fent 
forward the baggage, early in the morn-

mg, 
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109, under the care of General Knyp. 
~au[en, in order that.it might proceed 
without moleftation. 

The various movements, and pofi. 
ti6ns o[ both armies in' that engagement, 
and the iffue of it, as you muft have [een 
it in Sir Hepry Clinton's official account, 
I fhall pafs it over, only giving you this 
opinion of that battle, which he fent by 
Clark to General Phillips---aJter having 
given a particular defcription of it, Sir 
Henry Clinton drew fome rough !ketches 
of the various grounds and pofitions taken 
-during the aCtion. At length, recolleCt­
ing himfelf, he faid, "Clark, you mu1l: 
« not take thefe, for if the Americans 
cc find tbem on you, they'll certainly hang 
" you; therefore, only te1l General Phil'" 
« lips, 'that on that day I fought upon 

" velwt,' he will fully underftand me." 

A very 
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A very fingular circumfrance took place 
in that battle, which fully marks the cOQI­
nefs and deliberation, though in the heat 
of aCtion,. of Sir Henry Clinton: As he 
wasr~connoitring, with two of his Aid de 
Camps, at the fhort turning of two roads, 
they met with an American officer, ex­
ceedingly well mounted upo;n a black 
horfe, who, upon difcerning them, made 
a fiop, and looked as if h~ wifhed to ad­
vance to fpeak to them, when one of Sir 
Henry Clinton's Aid de Camps fired a pif­
to1 at him, and he inftantly rode off. Sir 
Henry was much difpleafed at his Aid 
de Camp, and cenfured him for being. 
fo hafry, adding, he was confident that 
the man wifhed to [peak to him, and 
perhaps, might have given intelligence 
that would have been very effential, re­
marking, that when he was in Germany 
laft war, and reconnoitring with Prince 
Ferdinand, a man rode up in a fimilar 

manner, 
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manner, and ,gave fuch inttelligence as 
decided the, fate of the day. 

The weather becomes very unpleafant, 

being for the mofl: part of the day intenfely 

hot; notwithfianding, the poor negroes 

are expofed to the heat all day long, hoe­

ing tobacc?, even at noon, when the rays 

of the fun are fcorching; yet, with all 

this heat: they fcarcely perfpire; there 

certainly mufi be forne natural endow­

ments, through which thefe poor creatures 

are 2.ble to withftand this exeeffive heat; 

it cannot be their color, for we well know 

that black attraCts the rays of the fun 

more than any other, and therefore ima­

gine it hmfi proceed from th~ oily fub­

fiance continually oozing out of the pores; 
for I rem;;trkcd, even in the coldeft wea­

ther, their fkins always appear glofly) 

and certain it is, they are conuder­

ably fmoother than ours, which r'nufi pro­
ceed from the cau[es I have a:fligned. I 

obfcrYc:d 
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obferved~ from the negro to the mulatto, 
and they have their various tinges;, they 
all perfpjred in proportion, the further· 
they remove from the black, and white· 
people confiderably more than any. 

Having mentioned that there are mulat­
toes of various tinge~, it may not be amifs 
to inform you from whence it arifes, and. 
no doubt, but you will be furpri~ed; when 
I tell you it is by the planters having in­
tercou.rfe. with their negroes, the iffue of 
which being a mulatto, and having a,con-

. necrion with that {hade becomes lighter; 
as an inftance, I remarked at Colonel 
Cole's, of whom I have made mention; , ' 

there were mul<;lttoes of all ting~s) 
from the firft remove, to one almofr 
white; thyre were fome of them young 
women, who were really beautiful, being 

. extremely well made, and with pretty de-
licate . features j' all 'of which I was in­
formed~ were the Colonel's own. I 

VOL. II. C c could 
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could not help refieaing, that if a man 
had an intercoUlJe with his {laves, it 
was fbameful in the extreme, to make his 

own offspring fo; for thefe mulattoes 
work equally the fame as thofe who come 
from Africa: To be fure, you may fay, 
it is a pleafant method to procure flaves 
at a cheap rate. I imagine there (QuId 

not be lefs than twenty or thirty mu­
lattoes of this defcription, at Colonel 
C01es's, notwithftanding he has a very 
agreeable and beautiful wife, by whom 
he has had eight children. 

You know as to the principal employ­
Inent of the poor negroes, I fball now 
give you a defcription of the metpod to 
cultivate and cure the grand ftaple com­
modity of this province, tobacco. 

This .plant is a native of America, and 
of very ancient ufe, though it was neither 
fo generally cultivated, nor fo well manu­

factured, 
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faaured" as it has fince the province has 
been fettled with Europeans; for the Ii1-
di~ms made ufe of it, by gathering the 
leaves as it grew fpontaneoufly: The 
plant, at its proper height, is nearly as tall 
as a middle fized man; the ftalk is ftrait, 

hairy, and exceedihg clammy; the leaves 
gr~w alternately of a faded yellowiih 

green, and towards the lower part of the 
plant of great magnitude. 

The feeds o( tobacco are firft fown in 

beds, from whel;lce they are tranfplanted 
the firft rainy weather into a ground dif­

pored, into little hillocks, fomething fimilar 

to our hop gardens; in about a month's 
time from their trartfplanting, they grow 
about a foot high, they then top them 

and prune off the fuckers _and lower leaves, 
and then. with the greateft attention, are 
cleaned twice a week from weeds and 
worms, by which you will perceive what 

immenre labor'there muft be on a large 
. C C2 plantation, 
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plantation, where they grow nothing but 
tobacco. 1:1 about fix weeks after being 
topped and pruned, the plant attains its 
full growth, and then begins to turn 
browniJh, and thefe'marks are the cri-7 

terion by which' they judge the tobacco 
to be ripe .. 

The plants are thus cut down as faft as 

they ripen and are heaped up; and as 
much as is gathered in a day lies in this 
fiate a' night to [weat ; the next day it is 

carried to the tobacco-houfe, which is fo 
conftruCted, as to admit of as much air 
as is requifite, and at the fame tithe keep­

ing out the rain; the plants are then 
hung feparately to dry for four or five 
weeks, and the firft moift weather after, 
they are taken down, ~-or unlefs the plants 
were dal'llp,:d, they would crumble to duft, 
they are then laid upon fricks, and cover­
ed up clo:'"e to [weat for a week or, two 

longer; then the negroes {hip and fort 
them, 



TH~OUGH AMERICA. 389 

them, the top being the beft, and the 

bottom the worft tobacco; they then put 

the le<\ves into hogfueads, or form them 

into rolls; wet feafons muft be carefully 

laid hold on for this laft procefs, other­

wife the tobacco will not be fufficiently 

pliable. The cultivation of this plant 

n~ay appear extremely fimple, but it is im­
poGble to d~[cribe to you the immenfe 

labor, care and fatigue there is attending 

it, from the firft Fetting the feeds to the 

packing it in hogilieads, .and the great an­

xIety the perfon who fuperintends it has 

for through the whole procefs it requires 

the utmoft fKill and judgment. 

Travelling in this country is extremely 

.dangerous, c1pecially if it is the Ie aft 

windy, from the number of rotten pines 

continually bl()w.in~ down; after a itorm, 

it is no. uncommon thing to turn into 

. the woods'11x or feven times in the [pace 

.of a.mile, to pars ~he trees that have 
Cc 3 . been 
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been blown into and choak up the road; 

even in calm weather it is- not altogether 
fafe, for there are old rotten pines, diveft­
cd of all their branches, which totter with 
the Ie aft breeze. An accident happened 

. a few days fince, by the falling of one of 
thefe trees, in which Madame de Rt:idefel, 
with two of her children, had a very nar­

row efcape: as {he was going to the bar­

racks in her poft-chaife, when the car­
riage had paired a wooden bridge (which 

are of themfelves very terrific, being only 

fa many rough logs laid acrofs beams, 
without any fafe-guard on each fide) an 
old rotten pine fell directly between the 
horfes and the chaife, but providentially 
did no other-damage, than cmihing the 
two fore-w~ee1s to pieces and laming one 
of the .horfes. 

N ot bein~ overftocked with frefh provi­
fio.b, I ~ccompanied feveral other officers 
to the woo";s, to procure a few rabbits; 

if 
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if the dog~ once get [cent of them they are 
[0011 taken, fQr they do not burrow as ours 
do in England, but run up hollow trees, 
which they will climb to a confiderable 
height, but from which place of refuge 
they are taken by putting up a hickory 
fapling, [plit at the end and twifted in 
their {kins. As we were employed in 
catching thefe rabbits, -the dogs kept an 
ince!rant barking at the branch of a" tree, 
and when we came up to them, we found 
an opo{fum, fufpended at the extremi­
ty of the branch by its tail, which this 
creature always does when purfued; we 
rent a [ervant up the tree, who fhook him 
off, and- he fell among the dogs, from 
whom he did not make the leaft attempt 
to efcape, but appeared as if dead. It wa$ 
taken and carried home, all which time it 

fhewed no other figns of life than gently 
breathing; it was put in a court-yard, 
where it could not e[cape, and we watched 
it for near half an hour, during which it 

C c 4- never 
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never moved, but lay as dead; at l'lft, it 
gently raifed its head, looking all around, 
and not perceiving any danger, imme­
diately ran pff. We opened the door and 
let Oljt the dogs, who purfuing it, the 
creature lay down as before, without fhew­

~ng . any figns of life~ nor would they 
meddle with it, but were returning back; 

we went out and fet the dogs at it, and 
notwithfianding two {pirited fpanicls wor­
ried and fhook, nay, even fnapped its very 

bones, which we could diftincUy hear, 

the creature never fhewed any fymptoms 
of life. . After the dogs had worried it, and 
broke almoil: .every bone in its body, which. 
perhaps you will fay, did not reflect much 
credit to pur humanity, a heavy il:one 
was dropt on its he~d, to ,end its tortures; 
and even then, at parting with life, 
it fcarcely ftruggled; but this mode of 
feigning death, is what preferves this 
creature from the mountain cat, and other 
~arniverous animals! 

A few 
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A few days ago, I went with fev.-era! 
officers to fee a a diverfion peculiar to this 
,coun,try, termed quarter-racing, which is 
a match between twohorfes, to run a 
quarter of a mile in a fhaight direCtion, 
and near moil: of the ordinaries, there is 
a piece of ground cleared, in the woods 
for that purpofe, where there are t~o 
·paths about fix or eight yards ,afunder, 
which the horfes run in, this diver­
fion is a great favorite of the middling 
and lower claffes, and they h~ve a b~eed 
of horfes to perform it with afroniiliing 
velocity,. beating every ~ther for that dif­
tance with the greatefr eafe. I think I 
can, without the leaft exaggeration, aifert; 
that even the famous Eclipfe could not ex­
cel them,ln fpeed, for bur horfes are fome 
time before they are able to get into full 
fpeed, and thefe are trained to fet out in 
that manner the moment ofrftarting. It 
is the moil: ridiculous amufement imagine­
flble, for if you happen to be looking ano-

ther 
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ther way, the race is 'terminated before 
you can turn your head; notwithfranding 
which, very confiderable fums are betted 
at thefe matches. We flayed and faw fe~ 
veral, and then returned, as we were giv­
en to underfrand, that after the races 
were finiilied, the day was concluded 
with feveral of thofe hort'-id boxing­
matches I defcrib~d to you in my laft, 
~nd that two or three daring fellows had 
faid they would feeka quarrel with. the 
Britifh officers; therefore we l.eft thefe 
buck-1kins t.o fight by themfelves, a-pro­
pos, it may 110t be amifs to explain this 
epithet which was given to the Virgini­
ans, by the New Englanders, (in retali­
ation for their calling t~em Yankees) in 
allufion to their anceftors, being hunters, 
and felling-1Juck, or rather deer-fkins) 
for therlare no roe-bucks in Virginia. 

Thefe races are only among the ftttlers 

in the interior parts of this Province, for 
they 
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they are much laughed at and ridiculed 
by the people _ in the lower parts, 
about Richmond and other great towns; 
at Williamiburg, is a very excellent cOUffe 
for two, three, or four mile heats, 
where th<:.re are races every Spring and 
Fall; they run for purfes are generally 
raifed by fubfcriptibn, and the horfe 
that wins two four-mile heats, out· of 
three, is entitled to the prize, whiclt is 
one hunqred pounds the firil: day's run­
ning, and fifty pounds every other 'day. 
and ~hefe races commonly lail: a week; 
at which very capital horfes are ftarted, 
that would make no contemptable. figure 
at Newmarket. 

There are two forts of infeets extreme­
ly troublefome, which are the wood­
tick, and the feed-tick; the former are 
about the· fize, and greatly refemble a 
bug, ref orting moftly upon trees and' 

ruilies, from which, if they fall upon you, 

they 
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they fix their probofcis into the pores of 
,the fL'-· (I., and fuck the blood till they are 

of an enormous fize, and then drop off; 
they are exceedingly troublefome to the 
cattle; the latter derive their name from 
not being much larger than fmall feed; 
thefe arc;; chiefly upon the long grafs, and 
if they get on you, being fo fmall, they 
enter the pores of the ikin, which occafion 
a violent irritation, and if rubbed, is at­
. tended with very dangerous confequences, 
3; it inevitably brings 'on.· an inflamma­
tion, and fometimes a mortification; the 
only mode of preventing any of thefe CGm­

.fequences, is to fumigate the parts affeCted 
with tobacco, which penetrating the pores) 
deftroys the infects. 

There is a fhrub peculiar to this pro­
vince, that bears a fmall flower, which the 
inhabitants term the bubby flower, it re 
fembles that which grows on clover gr,,[s, 
and has peculiar qualities; for it retains its 

grateful 
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grateful and odoriferous perfume for a 

length of time after being gathered; and 

as it withers, encreafes; the name given 

to the flower arifes from a cufrom that the 

women have of putting this flower down 

their bofoms, letting it remain there till 
it has loft all its grateful perfume, 

Having fame bufinefs with Colonel 

Bland, of whom I made mention in a for­

nier letter, I went to his houfe juft as he 

had mounted horIe, but he, with' the! 

politem:fs which, but in juftice to him, I 
muft fay, he thews to the Britifu 0fficers;; 

difmounted,and i1Witcd me in, and after: 

communicating my" bu5nefs,upon my 
taking leave of him, notwitfuftanding his' 

politenefs and ,attention, I could 110t hdp 
fmiling at the pomp6fity, an.cl . the. great 

imporfance he a{fumes, to make hi~-. 
felf appear to us confequential;· for to 

c;:onvince us that he was converfant with 
the· French language, having mOUl1ted his 

horfe 



~98 INTERIOl. TRAVELS 

horfe without his fword, he called to :l 

negro, he had purchafed fr.om one of 
the French Weft-Indian ifiands, to bring 
it him, which the fellow did without th~ 
fcabbard; when the Colonel, in great an­
ger, faid to him, Donne) moi, donney moi, 
and after great hefitation, donney mot" tnrm 

jeabbard. 

We -have been of late greatly perplex­
ed with the paper money, not only 
by. that iffued from Congrefs, but that 
iffued by thefe States', they both having 
been counterfeited; the former, though 
Rot altogether, is in part refufed in con­
fequence of it, and the latter is entirel y 
ftopt, and new impreffions are iffued, 
which the Governor and Affembly con­
ceive will not eafily be counterfeited, as it 
is made upon paper difficult' to be ob­
tained in thefeparts, nor have theyar­
rived to fuch perfe<..<tien of making paper 
as to manufaCture it; indeed, throughout 

America 
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America they are greatly deficient in this 
art, as mof\: of their news-papers are 

printed upon blue, or elfe coarfe white 
paper, fimilar to that ufed by ihopkeepers~, 
but the paper of this new emiffion, is the 
filver paper ufed by hatters, great qual1-
tities of which were found in a veffe! that 
was captured, and was feized on by the 
Governor for .this purpofe: exc1ufive of 
the great loffes that we conil:antly expe~ 
rience with paper money in general, we 
have fuffered much by thi-s new emiffion, 
as likewife by' the great depreciation of 
the Congrefs money, as the exchange at 
prefent is after the rate of five hundred 
paper dollars for one guinea. 

The depreciation of Congrefs money 
arifes from the vail: quantity of the coun­
terfeit, which any perf on who hazards the 
riik, may have gratis, at New-York, to 

. circulate . ~hroughout the province, and to 
point out to you what confufion there 

rouft 



mull: be at the conc1ufion of this unliapp}" 
conteft, on whichever fide it may termi .... 
nate, when I inform you, that there are. 
many perfons now in aCtual poffefiion of 
plantatlOns, which they purchafed with.­
the counterfeit 'money they brought from 
New-York. As I have repeatedly men­
tioned'in feveralof my letters, various cir 
cumftances concerning paper money, and 
thinking they may not be unacceptable, I· 
have enclofed a few dollars in this letter. 

Yours,. &c •. 

L E T-
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LET T E R LXVII. 

My DEAR FRIEND, 

Richmond, in Yi'-ginia, 

July 14, 1779· 

Y. 0 U will naturally conclude, at re­
, ceiving another letter from this 
place, that the kind reception I met with 

whenlail here, 'induced me to pay a fe­
cond vifit; but however pleafaht fllch a 

journey would be, my prefent Ohe is not 
only very dif~1greeable to myfelf, but has 
proved extremely fo to others; my bufi­
nefs being to communicate General Phil-

,lips's orders, th~t mme of the officers are 
VOL. II. D d to 
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to refide at a greater diftance from the 
barracks than twenty miles. 

On my way to this place I fiopt and 
flept at Tuckahoe, where I met with Colo­
nel Mead, Colonel Laurens, and another 
officer of General Wafhington's fuite.--­
More than once did I exprefs a wifh the 
General himfelf had been of the party, to 
have feen and converfed with a charaeter, 
of whom, in all my travels through the 
various provinces, I never heard anyone 
fpeak difrefpcetfully, as an individual, and 
whofe public charaeter has been the ad­
,miration and aftonifhment of all E~rope. 

'The converfation, in general, turn­
ing upon horfes, . Colonel Mead waspriz­
ing his as ,be,ing remarkably high fpirited, 
\Yhich prevented its falling into the-hands 
of a party of our light dragoons, as his 
negro, who had the care of it, was look­
ing after forage, who was furprized, pur-

fued, 
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fued, and nearly furrounded by the party, 
in a field, enclofed with a prodigious 

fence, near nine feet high; the poor ne­
gro, fearful of himfelf, and dreading his 

mafter's difpleafure, in cafe he 10ft th~ 

horfe, run him at the fence, which he 

leaped over, and rode off into the woods, 
to the aftoniilimerit of the dragoons; the 
Colonel attributed the fafety of his per­
fon to the fwiftnefs of this horfe at the 

battle of Monmouth, having been fired at 
and pur[ued by [orne Britifh officers 'as he 

was reconnoitring. Upon the Colonel's 
mentioning this circumftance, it G,:currcd 
to me, he muft have been the perron that 
Sir Henry Clinton's Aid de Camp had i~Ted 
at; and requefting to know the particular 
color of his horfe, he informed me it was 
,black, which convinced me it was him; 
when I related the circumftance of his 
meeting Sir Henry Clinton, he replied, he 
recolleCted in the courfe of that day, to 

have met feveral BJitiih- officers, and one 
Dd 2 of 
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of them wore a frar. Upon;my mention 
ing the obfervation Sir Henry Clinton had 
-made to his Aid de Camp,. the Colonel 
laughed, and replied, _ " Had he known· it 

" had been the Commander in Chief., he 
" fhould have made a defperate effort to 
" have taken him prifoner." 

At Goochland Court-houfe, I was in­
formed in what a fpirited manner Colonel 
Randolr_h had refented the illiberality of 
fome of his neighbours, who had in­
nnuated and threatened to fet fire to fome .-
valuable mills, on account of his hofpi-
tality to the Britiili officers: At the next 
court day, after he had heard of this re­
port, he in a very animated fpeech fiated, 
that no one had a right to ftrutinize into 
his private concerns, that his public cha- . 
raEter was well known, and that no o'ne 
could with more zeal and perfeverence 
fupport the caufe of the Americans 
than' he had done, and concluded with 

offering 
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offering a reward of five hundred pounds 
for the difcoveryof thofe who had made 
- --\ 
ufe of thofe threats. Since this tranfac!-

tion, the Colonel has paid more attention 
to the officers, acting truly confiilent with 
-the principles of independence, and to 

-fuame his countrymen for their want of 
liberality. 

I was -detained near two days in my 
journey to this place, on account of the 
overflowing of the river, at what is termed 

the Point ·of Forks, where J~mes River 
divides, and was rather furprized at this 
fudden rifing of the water, as it had not 
rained for' feveral days, but on enquiry' 

found, that, any fall of r~in, unlefs ex­
tremely violent, never encreafed the water 
till fome time after, during which it col­

leCts from the mountains, and ruIhes 
in amazing torrents; the waters were fo 
encreafecl, that they had overflowed the 

banks of the river for many miles, and asit 

D d 3 comes 
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comes down with great impetuofity' from 

,.the mountains, it wafhes away the earth, 
which being of a red caft, appears like a 
torrent of blood. Since the waters have 
abated, there has been caught a great num­
ber of il:urgeons and rock-fifh, at the falls 
of this place: Indeed fiih is at this feafon 
in great plenty, efpecially eels, which are 
of a great fize, and caught in weirs; 
numbers of which are upon James River, 
above the falls, and indeed upon moil: of 
the rivers and creeks; thefe weirs are 
confrruCted of !tones laid acrofs the river 
of the ufual height of the current, and 
brought to a point in the center, where 
is' placed a wicker baiket, or a wooden box, 
in which they catch great quantities of 

finl. 

I think nothing more fully evinces the 
real diil:reifes of the inhabitants in general, 
throughout America, and how great the 
[pirit of perfecution and oppreffion reigns 

. throughout 
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throughout all the provinces, as the amaz­
ingemigrations to a new fettlement, at a 
place called Kentucky, where the foil is 
extremely fruitful, and where there arc 
abundance of buffaloes, the country 
around, for a great number of miles, is an 
extenfive plain, with very few trees grow­
ing on it. New difcoveries are continually 
making, as to the vaft extent of the con­
tinent of America, and in fome fut,ure day 
it may be learnt, what the boundaries 
are to the weftward. This new fettle.: 
ment is near a thoufand miles from this 
place, neverthelefs, thofe travelling to it, 
though to fo great a difrance, and perhaps 
have left comfortable houfes and planta­
tions, which have been the labor of their 
whole lives to clear and bring to perfec­
tion, appear chearful and happy, pleafed 
with the idea, that they will be free from 
the tyranny and oppreffion of the Con­
grefs, and its upftart dependants. Their 
mode of travelling greatly refembles that 

D d 4.' of 
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of the patriarchs of old, for they take 
with them theirhorfes, oxen, ilieep, and 
other cat,tle; as likewife all kinds of poul­
try. On my journey to this. place, I faw 
a family fetting off for this. new fettle­
ment~ leaving behind them a neat habi­
tation, which ~ppe<}red ii;1rrounded with 
eve,ryrequifite to make it, at once the 
manfio~of content and happinefs. As 
to the manner of quitting it, that fa­
vorite pget, Dr. Gol.dfmith, has moil: 
channilJgly defcribed it in the following 
lines: 

" Good Heavens! Wh:lt farrows gloom'd that parting day, 

" That called them from their native walks away; 

~" When the poor exiles, every pleafure paft, 

t< Hung round the bowers-and fondly looked their laft." 

Nor t;an Impr.e forcihly def~ibe the 
family's fetiing out on their journey, than 
he has don.e--.!-where 'he fays, 

" The good old fire, the firll: prepared to go. 

H 'To new-found worlds, and wept for athel"s wac; 

" Eat 
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« Bitt for hilnfelfin confcious yirtue braV{:, 

« He only wifh'd for worlds beyond the grave, 

<c His lovely daughter, lovelietin her tears, 

« The fond companion of his 'helplefs years; 

," Silent went next, negleetful of her charms. 

". And left a lover's for a father's arms ;' 

H With tender plaints, the mother fpoke her woes, 

.. And bleft the cot where ev'ry pleafure rofe; 

« And kill her 'thoughtle[s babes'with many a tear, 

.. And clafpt them clofe in' forrow doubly dear, 

,,' Whilft her fond hufband ll:rove to lend relief. 

H In all the filent mallIinefs of grief". 

The heat of the weather is at prefent 
very intenfe, and renders travelling un-' 
p1eafant, efpecially on horfe-back, the 
rays of the fun are fo very powerful in the 
middle of the day, that neither yourfe1f 

nor your horfe are able to withfrand it, 
and you can only travel in the mornings 
andeveniBgs. The inhabitants jog on in 
a vehicle called a £ulky, a kind of one 
horfe chaife, but confiruct:ed juft lqrge 

enough to contain one per[on; they fay 

thefe are not fo fatiguing to the horfe as 

a pcr-
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a perf on's riding on its back. In travel. 

ling on horfe-back, you mull either walk 

or gallop your horfe, as the motion of 

trotting is too fatiguing for yourfelf and 
the bea!l. 

At every plantation you pafs by, the 

peach trees prefent their fruit, to allay the 

parching thirft the heat occafions; and 

it is deemed no trefpafs to !lop and re:­

frefh yourfelf and your horfe with them; 

if the owner of the plantation perceives 

you gathering, he will come and direCt 

you to the tree that bears the b~ft fruit, 

for the peaches of this country are of va­

rious forts; and though they are in fuch 

abundance" that they feed the hogs 'with 

them, yet there are very few eXC4f!pt in 

gentleman's gar-dens, which have that 

flavor and juice of thofe that grow 11). 

England. 

Having 
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Having feen the procefs of making 
p~ach brandy, I no longer am furprized 
at this fpirit having fuch pernicious 
effeas when drank to excefs, and how un­
wholefome it muft be taken in ever fo 
fmall quantities; for after gathering the 
fruit, it is Pljt in large vats, where it re­
mains till it is in fuch a fiate of putrefac­
tion, as to be extremely offenfive to ap­
proach it, in this ftate the peaches are 
pre,lied and the liquor that comes from 
them is difrilled ; from whence the cuftom 
arofe to let the peaches be in f uch a pu­
tdied frate, I never could, learn; for 
upon aiking feveral of the inhabitants if 
they bruifed the peaches as foon as gather­
ed, and preffed the liquor from them, 
whether the flavor and ftrength of fpirit 
would not be [uperior, the only an[wer 
I couldob~ain was, _that they believed it 
might, but the other was the ufull 

m .. ode, 
Th~ 
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The town of Richmond, as well as the 

plantations around for fome miles, has 
been in imminent danger, as the woods 
have been on fire, which for fome time 

pait has raged with great fury, and that 
eleme11t feemed to threaten univerfal def­
truCtiO!l; but providentially, before it 
had done any material damage, there fell 

a very heavy rain, which nevertheIefs, has 

not altogether extirtguiihed it, as it is 
daily breaking out in places, but not fo 

violent but it can beeafilypreventedfrom 
fpreading. 

During the Summer months, thefe 
fires are very frequeut, and at Charlottef­
vine I have [een the mountains on a blaze 
for three or four miles in lerigth, they 
are occafioned by the careleff'nefsof wag­

goners, who, when night approaches, 
after they have unharneffed the horCes, fed 

them, pannelled them, and tying a belI 

round their necks, turned them loofe in 
the 



THROU GHA MER leA. 313 

the woods to graze, make a large fire 

to warm them when they fleep, which on 

purfuing their journey the next morning, 

they negleCt to extinguifh, this commu­

nicating to the dry leaves which lay on 

the ground, fpreads rapidly and caufes 
thefe dreadful and dangerous conflagra­

tions. 

,To-morrow I leave this place, to return 
Charlottefville, when I {hall embrace the 

next favorable opportunity to write, this 

I fend by the flag of truce that is return­
ing to New-York, and in hopes it may 
fafely reach you, I remain, 

Yours, &c:-

LET-: 
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LET T E R LXVIII. 

Jone.'s Plailtation, nta>- Cbarlottefville. 

, ill Firgi1zia, Aug. 4, 1779. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

ON my return from Richmond, I 
witneffed the mode that renders the 

Virginian rifle-men fo expert in the ufe of 
arms---as great numbers were affembled, 
fhooting at marks, and which I under­
frand, long before the commencement of 
V1e war, was the con fran t di verfion in this 
country; fo certain are they' of hitting, 
that they are not fearful of holding the 
board at arm's length; nay, fome are fQ_ 
little apprehenfive of danger, that they 

will 
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will place it between their legs for another 

to fire at. 

There is an infect, termed the fire-fly, 
which in itfelf is a great curiofity, being 
really a perfect phofphorus: for a confi­
derable portion of its life, moft of the in­
terior parts of its body .being at times 
luminous, and from whence it emits rays 
of light for a great part of the night,· 
by means of two glandular fpots, that are 
placed between the head and fhoulders; 
neverthelefs, though thefe luminous rays. 
iiIUe naturally from the infect, while awake 
it feems to poffefs power of interrupting 
them at will, and then thefe fpots are 
opake; though, as I obferved moil: of the 
internal parts of thefe infeCts emit a light, 
yet the thicknefs of its cover prevents it 

appearing through any other place but 
thofe conftituted by nature for the pur­
pofe; yet, on extendi!1g the rings that 
cover the different parts of the body a 

little 



little afunder, you may obferve the fame 
light to iffue. 

By the light of -one of thefe infeCts, if 

held between the fingers, and moved gra-. 
dually \vith the luminous :tpots over the 
chryftal of· a watch, you can with eafe 
teUthe hour; and ten or twelve of them 
put into a clear phial, will give fufficient· 
light to read or write by very diil:inCtly. 

Thefe infeCts make their appearance in 

the evening, and are to be feen for a con­
fiderable part of the night; they are ex­
tremely unpleafant to travellers at a late 
hour, being at time's fa numerous, as to 
perfectly dazzle the eye~ and by their ob­
fcure intervals and fudden glare, the fight 
is diverted from every object of danger 
that at night prefents itfelf; an inftance 
of which lately happened, that had near 
been fatal to an officer, who, loft in the 
bye paths 'in the woods, by the reafon of 

thefe 
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thefe infeCts, did not perceive a tree that 
was not entirely blown down, but refted 
on another, againft which he came with 
fuch violence as to be fiunned; and on 
regaining his fenfes, found that in falling 
from his horfe, he had broke one of his 
legs, and he remained in that fiate till the 
next morning, when he was found by a 
negro, who conduCted him home.. 

You may recolleCl:, in a former letter, 
I mentioned what a lawlefs fet the lower 
dafs were, and of their ferocious difpofi­
tion; an infiance has recently occurred, 
wherein the moft wanton cruelties were 
intended to be put in execution againfi 
an .officer of the artillery, who, in the 
moft miraculous manner, made his efcape 
from thefe brutal favages, as they were 
conduCting him to the place where they 
intended to perpetrate their horrid pur­
pofe. 

VOL. II. Ee . The 
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The officer was quartered at the planta­
tion of one Watfon, a wretch who is 
.t;'eckoned an adept in gouging, and who 
prepares his nails for that purpofe, He 
has an agreeable, but by no means a 
pretty woman, for his wife, and on .' ac­
count of the cO!l1mon civilities in fupply­
ing the officer with poultry, milk, &c. 

which he regularly paid for; this ignorant 
fellow pretended to be jealous, and com­
municating his fentill1ents to fom~ neigh­
bours of afimilar difpofition to his own, 
they concerted a fcheme to be revenged of 
the officer . 

. Accordingly, a few days after, tIle), 
broke into his chamber at the dead of 
night, but the' noife awaking him, he 
had juft time to feize his fword, with 
which he defended himfelf for fome time.· 
till it broke, when he was overpowered 
by his landlord and three other ruffians. 
who made ,him put on his doaths. 

and 
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a:nd after tying his hands behind him, led 
him into the yard, and placing him on his 
own horfe, they fet out with him armed 
with muikets, to proceed to another of 
thefe defperadoes, who refided about two 
miles diitint, to coilfult on the mode· of 
revenge---only conceive what muil: have 
been the fituation of his mind when 
in their way to this neighbours houfe, 
thefe fellows were confulting whether 
they fhould cut his throat and fecrete,the 
body, or cafirate him and roll him down 
a fteep rock. 

Arriving at the plantation, they took 
. him off the horfe and conduCted him 

into the houfe, the owner of which d{~­
·dined any concern in the tranfaCtion, and 

diffuaded the others from it, but they 
were fi~ady to their bloody purpofes; the 
ruffians· then defired f@me peach brandy 
toddy, which they dral}k tiU intoxicated, 
al~ this time confulting what they fhould 

E e 2 do, 
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do with the officer. The villain Watfon, 

who ,particularly fuppofed himfelf to be 
aggrieved, and was the firfi: inftigator of 

this bare plot, occafionally prefented his 
piece, and threatened immediate vengeance . 
. At length the dawn of day appearing, the 
wretches as if confcious of their iniquitous 
proceeding, remarked it would foon be 
light, and refolving to put the Iail: of 
their threats in execution, they quitted 
the houfe, mounting the officer on his 
horfe, and proceeded to the fpot where they 
wer.e to perpetrate it, which was at the 
foot of a mountain, near a very iteep 
preCIpIce. 

The fituation of the officer was truly 
dreadful, for however refigned he might 
be to meet his fate, the manner of it was 
mafi: lamentable; in the hands of American 
defperadoes, who are worfe than ravages, 
revengeful and drunk, alternately prefent­
ing their mu[quets and vowing inftant 
death. 

When 
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When they had proceeded with ,lim near 
three miles, it was quite day light, they 
then judged it neceffary to hafren their 
pace, fearful of meeting anyone, and by 
now and then mal<::ing the horfe trot, it 
loofened the cord with which the officer's 
hands were tied; perceiving this, and 
after fome little ftruggle, finding he could 
releafe his hands, he very prudently 
waited an opportunity till he came to 

. fome road he was acquainted with. After 
they had proceeded about half a mile fur­
ther, very near the pla,ce they were to 
conduct him to, he difcemed a bye path 
which led to the barracks, inftantly dif­
engaged his hands, . feized the bridle and 
fpeaking to his horfe, which had been 
an old quarter-racer, it fet off full fpeed. 
Thefe wretches all dicharged their pieces 
at him, but owing to the thicknefs of the 
wood and their intoxication, he efcaped, 
and arrived fafe at the barracks. 

This 
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This matter was reprefented to the Go­
vernor of the province, by the General, at 
the fame time defcribing the inhabitants, 
and their place of refidence; the anfwer 
from the Governor was, that he was ex­
tremely concerned at it, but at prefent the 
civil power was of little ufe, the officers 
not daring to make ufe of their authority 
among thefe back-woods men, as it en­
dangered their lives; . and he had only to 
recommend the officer to be on his guard, 
and not quit the barracks, and that at 
night, for his perfonal farety, he had 
wrote to the Commanding Officer of the 

. continental troops, to place aferjeane's 
guard at his houfe: yet, notwithfranding 
the wretches are acquainted with this cu­
cumftance, they have had the audacity 
to hever about the ban:acks, in order to 

feize him; ,but it having been intimated 
to them, that the American Commanding 
Officer had orders to apprehend them, and 

fend 
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fend them down to the Governor at Wi 1-, . 
liamiliurgh, they have defifted in their 
attempts. I think there needs not a more 
convincing proof to {hew the anarchy and 
confllfioll at prefent exifting in ,America, 
and that all pretenfions t.o civil govern­
ment are ideal, I alfure you, my dt;ar friend, 
Congrefs, aided by the military, is the 
only fuling power at pref€nt; they are de­
fpoti~, and their orders enforced by the 
military with as arbitrary a [way as that 
with which the King of l?ruHia govenl,s 
his dominions. 

The ihrub whICh tupplies olilr manufac­
tures with cotton, is much cultivated i~ 
this Province, and the inhabitants of the 
J()wer [art, thro.u gh the [ca[(;ene[~ and 
difficulty of procuring clothing f.or them­
(elve,s and their negroes, pay greater at­
tention to it at prefent than tobacco, this 
plant is ora quick luxuriant growth, _ and 

rifes 
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rifes from five to fix feet in height, di(­

perfing a number of branches as it ilioots, 
it requires a dry foil, and thrives beft in 
grounds already ~illed, for though the 
plant flourifhes more in freih lands, yet 
from its luxuriance, it produces more 
wood than fruit, it is planted in regular 
walks, and at a moderate diftance from 
each other, for the branches to fpread, 
when it is grown to the height of five or 
fix inches, the !l:ems are pulled up except 
,two or three of the ftouteft, which are 
cropped twice before the end of Auguft j 

this precaution is abfolutely neceffary, as 
the wood bears no fruit till after the fe­
cond cropping; and if by neglect the 
plant is fuffered to exceed fOUL: feet high 
in its growth; the crop will be greatly in_ 
ferior in quality and quantity, and the 
fruit difficult to gather, 

The fruit that the cotton ihrub bears, 
pr?cceds from a flower which blows at 

th~ 
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the extremity of its branches,. the pifti! 
. of which turns to a {hell of the fize of a 

pigeon's egg, and when the cotton cOl~tained 
in it is ripe, it burfts and expofes the feeds 
wrapt up in the native flocks to the fun; 
w hen the greateft part of them are thus 
opened, the negroes gather them, and the 
feeds which are naturally mixed with the 
cotton are cleaned by means of a ma­
chine called a gen, which is made of 
two fmooth rollers placed clofe and pa­
rallel t6 each other· in a frame, and move 
in contrary direCtions by means of dif­
ferent wheels at the oppofite fide -of the 
machine, which are put in motion by the 
foot, the cotton being put to thefe-rollers, 
while 'they move rouad, it readily paffes 
-between them, bearing the feed which are 
too large for theinterfpace behind. What 
paires in this operation is afterwards hand 
picked to clear it from the fmall dirt that 

com"es 
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cotnes with the· cotton through the 

machine, arid then it becomes fit for 
ufe. 

- The carding and 1pmrung ot cotton is 
the chief employment of the female ne­
groes, for flnce the inhabitants have been 
deprived of our Euglilh cottons, they ma­
. llufacrure a fort themfe1ves, little inferior 
to that made at Manchefrer, and almoft 
all the families ih this Province, both 
male and female, are cloathed with their 
own manufaB:u.re, the fuperior clafs as 
an example to their inferiors, who are 
compelled bv ne~effitv. 

The weather hein.g fo extremdy hot, 
woollen dQaths are infufferable, th~re­

fore from necefiity, and as is the cuftom 
of the eountry, the officers wear cotton 
habiliments; the-wtton oJ which mine 

IS 
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is ~ade I obtained from my landlord, 
and faw the whole procefs of its growth 
and manufaCture, from the feed being 
fawn, till it came out of the 100m. 

1 remain, 

Yours,&c. 

LET. 
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LET T E R LXIX. 

Jonn's Plan~ation, near CharlOtiC)'lJi1!e, 
ill rirgilZia, Dcc, 1Z, 1779' 

. MY DEAR FRIEND, 

CONSIDERING the innumerable dif­
ficulties and inconveniences whic4 -

the colonies have laboured under in 
maintaining their independency, and their 
fucceffes appear aftonifuing, fuch as 
could only be effeCted by that unanimity 
which univetfally prevails among the 
leading and confpicuous charaeters in each 

. ftate; and it is no lefs furprizing that in 
their· ftrenou~ fupport 6f public meafures, 
the internal arrangement of their· affairs 

fuould 



THROUGH AMERICA. 429 

fuould b~ negleCted, and by fuch negleCt 
hazard a general confufion. In this ftate, 
at prefent, their internal concerns, mer­
chandizes of all kinds, and the com­
mon and neceffary articles of life are at 
fuch enormous prices, that few can pro­
cure them, and for want of them all 

claffes are highly diftreITed; Congrefs have 
adopted various meafures to remedy thefe 
evils, but their endeavours have been fruf­
trated by a few monopolizing wretches 
at Philadelphia and other great cities: to 
this is owing much of the public diftrefs, 
which becomes a fcource of hindrance and 
difcouragement in the profecution of the 
various defigns and undertakings of Con­
grefs. 

But of all the arduous and trying fitua­
tions they have had to encounter, none 
has proved more difficult than the prefent, 
which they are ufing their utmoft endea­
vours to Qverco.n:e) -and if not effeCted, 

they 
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they mua bid farewel to all hopes of gain;.. 
ing independency, and this is the depre­
ciation of their paper money. From the 
fira emiffion of bills at the commence­
ment of the war to the prdent period, 
they have, by the neceffity of the times, 
iffued near forty ~illi(ms fierling of con­
tinental dollars, and what contributes ftill 
more to the depreciation, is the immenfe 
fums of counterfeit money iffued from 
New-York, and other places in our pof,. 

feffion. 

Therefore Congrefs wifely fOfefeeing the 
indifpenfible necefiity of removing all 
doubts and diftrefs, that the united ftates 
were unable to redeem their bills, and 
that raifing more money by a new emifiion 
would encreafe the paper in circulation, 
and be the caufe of ftill more decreafing 
its value, have diftributed throughout the 
the colonies their refolve, in order to re­
move thole apprehenfions that were daily 

gammg 
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gaining ground, in which after ftating the 
great depreciation of their currency, by 

the means of felfiih men, who difregarded. 

the great objeCt they were then, and had 
for feveral years been ftmggling to obtain,. 

and the enormous fums of counterfeit 
money their enemies had caufed to be 
put in circulation with that of Congrefs, 

. they had thought proper to declare, that 

after fuch a date, no currency fhould 
pars, but that iffued from that time; and 

fenfible that as many perfons might lofe 
confiderable fums by reafon of counterfeit 
money, whatever fums of any fort were 
brought to the treafury at Philadelphia. 

they ihould receive one dellar of the new 
emiiIion, for every forty dollars. And 

the more fully to eftabliih the credit and 
value of the new currency, the Congrefs 
pledged their public faith, to pay its value 
in gold or filver fpecie .. 

This 



432 INTERIOR TRAVELS 

This has had the defired effect of Con­
grefs,that of folely keepiFlgup the fpirit5 
of the people; for it muft be obvious to 
everyone, that it is impoffible to fulfil 

their engagements; and to go to Philadel­
phia, to procure fpecie far a fingle dolIar, 
would perhaps only be ihfulted and 
laughed at. That this opinion prevails, 
the pre[ent depreciation is a convincing· 
proof; for we obtain forty-five doIIars of 
tillS emiffion for one in fpecie. 

Among the various fruits upon this 
continent, there is one that feems peculiar 
to this province, named the perfimmon, 
and which, until meliorated by feveral 
lharp frofts, is not eatable, or fcarcely to 
be tafted. Many of us were deceived by 
this frnit, when ripe and hanging on the 
trees, it having the appearance of an 
Orlean plumb; but which we found pof­
feffed of fuch powerful afhil1gent qualities, 
as to contract the mouth to fuch a degree, 

that 
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that it was feveral hours before we 're­

gained the fenre of tafte; of this fruit the 

inhabitants, in fame parts, brew a liquor 

called perfimmon beer. 

- Animals ref orting to the words are ex .. 

tremely fond of its fla'Vor, particularly the 

bears, who come from a great diftance in 
queft of it, efpecially on the approach of 
winter, at which time the inhabitants chace 

and mofily kill them, as they are unable 
to regain the mountains before the dogs 
overtake them. If they reach the moun­

tains, th(f purfuit after them is attended 
with danger, on account of the vaft num­
ber of carniverous animals ref orting 

there in abundance. An accident was 

near happening to an officer who, with 
fome others, and a few -inhabitants, 

were in purfuit of a bear at the foot of 

the mountains; at the very infi:ant, a, 

ferocious animal, which I defcribed in a 

{ormer letter, called the mOEntain cat, 
V OL. II. :F f was 
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was going to fpring upon him. One of 
the inhabitants obferving it, with his rifle 
lhot him through the head, and it fell 

dead to the ground. 

There is in this province, what I never 
recolleCted to have feen in any other, a large 
ravenous kind of bird that feeds on car­
rion, nearly as big as an eagle, called a 
turkey-buftard, from having red gills, re­

fembling thofe of a turkey, whence it de­
rives its name. It feems to be a fpecies 
of the kite, hovering on the wing like 
that bird, and being carniverous. The in­
habitants kill them for the fake of their 
feet, which difiOlved into an oil, is efteem­
ed very falutary in the fciatica, old aches 

and pains. 

You would fcarcely credit, from the la­
borious and harraffing life the negroes 
lead in this country, that the paffions of 
love and jealoufy fuould a51: very po wer 

fully 
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fully on them, naturally concluding, that 
their whole ideas would concenter in 
one, that of rendering their miferable fitu­
tion a ftate of comfort, yet fo forcibly do 
thofe paffions operate on their minds, they 
are continually poifoning each other, thro' 
difappointment, or jealoufy: what is re­
markable, they can adminifter the poifon 
that it lhall affect the life for a longer or a 
fuorter period, agreeable to their ideas of 
revenge on the objeCt. The owner of our 
plantation has had feveral female negroes 
poifoned, fome of whom have lingered out 
a life for fix or eight months after, and 
others again, only a week or a fortnight. 
There was one remarkably frout wench, 
who expired on the eighth day after being 
poifoned; the decay of nature was remark­
ably vifible from the fecond day, and {he 
only complained of a violent pain in her 
head, and a confrant ficknefs at the fto­
mach; when medical affifrance was called 
in, it was pronounced impoffible to coun-

F f z; teraCt 
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teract the poifon, unlers what the poifon 
confifted of, could be known which 
though in frequent ufe amongfr the 
negroes, had never yet been difcovered. 

Although we have been now near a 
twelvemonth in this province, the foldiers 

fare little better than on their firft arrival; 
for the greatdl: part of the fummer they 
have been thirty and forty days, at different 

periods, without any other provifion 
delivered to them tha:1 the meal of Indian 
corn. Great quantities of falt provifions 
have arrived at the barracks, but owing to 
fome defeEt in airing, and the heat of the 
climate,are in a ftate of putrefaCtion; 

fome perf on advifed the American Com­
miffary to bury the meat in the earth for 
a few days, and it would regain its purity, 
which, when dug up, and although fwarm­
ing with vermin, he infified was exceed­
ingly good, only a little tainted with th~ 
weather, which the utmoft care could not 

prevent, 
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prevent, and ferved it out to the foldiers 
as fo many days ratio of meat. All com­
plaints by General Phillips to the Gover­
nor of the Province were of little avail, he 
receiving for anfwer, that it was the con­
tern of Congrefs, and what did not affeCt 
the government of his fiate. There are 
hopes, however, that the difpLltes of the 
foldiers will be remedied, as both General 
Phillips and General Reidefe1, who were 
a iliort time fince exchanged, and gone to 
N ew York, purpofed, in their way to that 
city, to obtain an audience with General 
Wafhington, and lay thofe grievances be­
fore him; if that was impraCticable, it 
was the intention of the Generals to lay 
the fituation of the troops before Bir Henry 
Clinton, and through him to feek redre[s, 

by an applicatiorl to General Wafhington. 
As to redrefs from the· Americans, little is 
to be expeCted, though their· Commander 

in Chief poffeffes humanity that refleCts 
the highe{\: honour on him; he has not 

Ff3 been 
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been able, notwithfi:anding (0 much loved 
and efi:eemed, to diffufe that benevolence 
and god-like virtue, among thofe who look 
up to him for proteCtion. The only hope 
we can any way rely on is, that Sir Henry 
Clinton will, in compaffion to the fuffer­
ings of the troops, ufe every exertion in his 
power to effect a general exchange this 
winter. Should that take place, I may 
venture to affirm, that he will not 
have braver troops in his army; for the 
foldiers, from the cruelty and ill ufage ,they 
have continually experienced, fince they 
became prifoners, will fight to defpera. 
tion. 

Great numbers have deferted, with a 
view to get to New-York, rather than en­
dure fuch difi:refs, they certainly had no 
other inducement> as many of them com­
municated to their officers their intentions, 
previous to their defertion, requefring ~ 
certificate, that on that day there was due 

to 
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to' them fa much pay and fa many years 
clothing, which we . .could refufe no more 
than we could their defertion, but to be 
candid, rather than be witnefs of the hard­
£hips the men experienced. which were 

out of our power to redrefs, We rather con .. 
nived at it, as we well knew that producing 
certificates from their officers, if they 
were fo fortunate as to reach N ew-York, 
would enfure them a favorable reception 
with the Commander in Chief. Nearan 
hundred have reached New-York, and 
about fixty or feventy have been taken up, 

brought back and confined in a picket­
ed prifon near the barracks, where num­
bers would have aCtually been ftarved, had 
not relief been afforded them by the offi ... , 

cers, who furnifued them with provifions 
at their own expence. 

Among the deferters., there was a party 
of twenty who appointed a feljeant at their 

head to command them, and previQus to 
F f 4 [etting 
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fetting off, fwore a moil: folemn oath, 
ftriCtly to adhere· to a fet of rules drawn 

up by the feljeant, in the nature of the ar­

ticles of war, but the penalties infliCted in 

cafe of breach of any of th'efe ~rticles were 
fingularly curious---being no lefs than 
death---imrnediate inftantaneous death--­
to be hanged upon the next tree, and 

others equally as tremenduous, the only 

one tending to mercy was cutting off the 

offenders ears. The whole party except .. 

ing one" who was apprehended as out 
upon a fcout for proviiiol1S, got fafe to 
New-York. I fuould obferve to you that 
this differtion is among the Britiih troops, 

the Germans not feeling that amor patrice, 

befides they are fully content, being upon 
the- fame pay as the Britifu troops, which 
is near fOllr times as much as they receive 
in their own country, and for what reafon 

it is impofiible to fay, but the Artrericans 
fhew more indulgence to the Germans, 

permitting them to go rOllnd the couhtry: 

to 
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to labor, and being for the mof{ part 

expert handicrafts, they realize a great 
deal of monty, exdufive of their pay, 

and ~s the generality of the Gerl11alt 
troops are only foldiers raifed tor the war; 
upon their return to their own courttry, 
will become perfO!1S of prope-rty, except­
ing the regiments of the Prince of Heff~ 
Hanau's body guards, and Gen-erallJ...-eide2. 
fel's "<iiftl1'ounted dragoons, which afe tW6 

well-difciplined regiments, the teft of 
German troops were fuch as little f-ervice 
could be expeCted from, and when we re::' 
fleet on the manner they were raifed, whG 
could be furprized that they did n?t act 
whh more alacrity during the campaign; 
for the mode of obtaining thefe ihbfidies: 
~as as follows: Wheh application was 
made by our court to Germany for troops; 
the Prince caufed every place of worihip 
to be furrounded d~ring fervice, ai1d took 
every man who had been awldier, and t~ 
embody thefe and form them into regi-

ments, 



'4-4~ IN T E R 10 R T R A VEL S 

ments, he appointed old officers, who had 

been many years upon half pay, to c·.! i1-

mand them, or on refufal of~ ierving, to 

forfeit their half pay, thus were thefe re­
giments raifed, officered with old veterans, 

who had ferved with credit and reputation 

in their youthful days, and who had re­
tired, as they imagined, to enjoy fome 

comforts in the decline of life. Only pic­

ture to your imagination, enfigns of forty 
and fifty, c0mmanding of troops not 

lnuch younger, and judge how proper 
they are for an aCtive and vigorous cam­

paign, in the thick woods of America. 

It being the univerfal opinion through­

out the army. that we {hall remain prifon­
ers the remainder of the war, the Britifh 
Qfficers have contributed to render tIl . .r 
fituation as comfortable as the nature of 
the country will pollibly allow, and to 
promote affociation, they have eredcd 
a coffee-houfe, a theatre, and a cold bath, 

to 
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to tenfe up the relaxed fiate of the body, 
the intenfe heat of the climate occa­
fions. 

Having repeatedly mentioned to you 
the barracks, and their fituation, and as 
any defcription would fall exceedingly 
{hort, I have fent you an accurate view 
of them. To form a juft conception 
of the. diftreffes and fituation of the 
army on its firfi: arrival, you are not to 
confider, the place as the drawing repre­
fents it, but as a thick wood, and not a 
fingle tree cut down. 

It is with the utmoft concern I inform 
you of the death of your old friend W ----, 
of our regiment, the relation of Sir Wat­
kin Williams Wynne, Bart. who I am 
perfuaded, fell a martyr to the dire effeas 
of that pernicious liquor, peach brandy, 
the circumftance attending hi~ death being 
remarkable, I £hall relate them. He had 

been 
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been on a vi fit a few days t%rne officers; 
and having made a little too free, during 
that time he became in a ftate of infanity, 

the firft inftance he fllewed of it was get­
ting up in the dead' of the night, and 
'walking feveral hours in the [now bare": 

footed, till his feet were froft-bitten, he 
had been abfent near four hours before he 
Was miffed, and upon his companions 
going in [earch of him, he was found pa­
rading before the door, they conduCted 

him into the haufe, and applying the 
ufual remedy, all danger of a mortification 
was removed from being froft bit. The 
next morning he was frequently aIking for 
a k~ife to cut a frick, which his compani­
ons'always contrived to evade giving him~ 
and on their quitting Charlottefville, 
at which place they had L(Ft, they 
intended to conduCt him to the barracks 
for advice, but on his expreffing a defire 
to return to his own quarters, they in­

dulged him in his requeft. It is faid that 

perfons 
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per[ons laboring under that mofi_ calami­
lous affliction, are poffeffed of extreme 
cunning, to deceive thofe they fufpea of 

watching their aCtions. He, poor fellow, 
fully demonitrated it, for keeping up a. 

very rational converfation as they rode 
along, not difcovering the leafi fymptoms 
of anyone infane, till they arrived at an 

exceeding iteep hill, at the foot of which 
was a rivulet, where they :!topt to water 
their horfes, feizing this opportunity, he 
left them and rode his horfe as faft as he 
could make him go up the hill, his two 
companions purfutd, but he being better 
mounted, was foon out of fight, they fol­
lowed the track of his horfe in the fnow, 
till it turned into the woods, and conclu­
ded any further purfuit would be vain by 
themf~lves, they hafiened to their quart­
ers, which was not a mile diftant, for 
affiftance. By this time night had come 
on, 'neverthelefs, a party of t~n or a do­
~en with lapthorns, went various rqadsl-

c

and 
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and into the woods, which they traverfed 
be,t part of the night, but could not 
obferve the leaft trace ef him; the next 
morning they renewed the fearch, and 
about five miles off, in a bye place, 
found his horfe faftened by the bridle to a 
fence, clofe by a rivulet, to which they 
could trace the feet of a man upon the 
fnow, they followed the track till they 
came upon the ice, which led them to the 
bend of the current under a hanging rock, 
where the river had not been frozen over, 
and which, by the rapid:ty of the current 
at that place, feldom did, and there it is 
imagined he fell in, before he came to this 
the ice twice gave way, but being !hallow, 
he had fcrambled out. His companions 
could not long remain in fufpence, for 
fending his fervant back for one of his 
ihoes, on his return they found it exaetly 
fitted the track in the [now, and from his 
horfe being fo near, it left little room for 

doubt. However, fome {hort time after. 

all 
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all doubts were removed, as the body 
was found---poor man---I did the laft fad 
office with a heavy heart---but his memory 
will be fincerely lamented, by thofe that 
knew him,. 

Yours, &c. 

LET.. 
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LET T E R " .. XX. 

Barrack" Charlotte/ville, in Yirginfilt. 
April1S, 1780. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

LITTLE has tranfpired of intelligence 
worth relating, unlefs a repetition of 

grievances and hardihips, during a long 
• I 

and revere Wmter, llnd all hopes or ex-
pectation of any exchange taking place; 
there has been a meeting of Com:nifIion­
ers from both armies for that purpofe, 
but they could not agree to the different 

proportions of exchange, as to the num­
ber of [oldiers in lieu of an officer. As to 

;:ny' fentiments upon this head, or any the 

Ie aft 
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leaft tending to politics I am debarred 
from, as this letter mufr undergo the ex­
amination of the American Commanding 
Officer; therefore, being confined, I ihall 
give you my obfervations and remarks on 
the cuftoms of the country, and what­
ever may concern our army, as theyoc­
cur to memory, which, though you al­
low to be tolerable, is not fo great as 
Crelar;s, who forgot nothing but injuries. 

Since I have been in Virginia I never 
could affign the reafon why the oxen and 
fheep ihould. be fo fm all , having fuch 
abundance of grafs during the fummer, 
in the unlimited range of woods; but 
the winter has fully demonfrrated the 
caufe, which arifes from the planters 

paying fuch little attention to their cattle 
d,uring the inclement feafon, by which 

means they·ftarve the young ones; or at 
leaft frint their growth, fo that they. 

but very feldom grow fo large a~ if they 
VOL. II. G .g. were 
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were better managed, being conten.t if 
they can but fave their lives; and tliough 
they fuffer them to be fo poor in the 
,,,inter, yet they prefently grow fat again 
in the fpring, which they efteem. fuffi­
cient for" their purp0fe. This is the rea­
fon their beef and mutton is neither fo 

-L:.rge nor fo fat as in England; their 
fielb, however, is dl:eemed delicate, and 
has certainly a fine flavor. 

Among the curious plants growing in 
America, none contribute more to the 
beauty of the fpring than the dogwood, 
which grows in great abundance, and, 
when adorned with its numerous white 
flO\vers, appears delightful. The wood is 
very hard, and breaks into fman fibres; 
for want of fuch necelfary implements 
as tooth-bruihes, we fubftitute this wood. 
The inhabitants have a cuftom of tying 
a branch of this tree round the cattles' 

neck, 
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when they fall down exhauited by heat in 
the fummer, imagining that its virtue 
contributes to their recoyery. ' 

There is another tree rather peculiar 
to America called the tulip tree, and it 
creates aftoniihment, i.n the fpring to be­
hold trees of fuch a magnitude, for they 
are very large and lofty, bearing a flower 
for a fortnight together in fuape, fize 
and colour refembling tulips. The leaves 
grow in a very peculiar fuape; from 
whence the tree has, in fome places, the. 
appellation of the old w6man's fmock, 
imagining a refemblance below the leaves. 

The log huts in which the foldiers re­
fide, although ,ereCted fuch a fuort time, 
are become extremely dangerous, the tim­
bers being nearly deftroyed by an infect 
that is in the bark of the tree, which, 
for 'Yant of the nourifument it receives 

G g 2 from· 
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from the turpentine whilft the tree is 
growing, preys upon the folid part of the 
timber; and thefe infeCts, from the de­
firuCtion as well as the noife they make, 
have the appellation of fawyers, an'd is 
certainly a very proper one; for I have 
feen timber, nearly the circumference of 
one's waift, which had not been cnt down 
above fix months, that upon ftripping off 
the bark, there was nothing but the ap­
pearance of faw-duft, with a vaft number 
of thefe infects, refembling a large 
grub-worm. 

The foldiers have been fo indifferently' 
[upplied with provifions, the barracks 
fwarm with rats of an enormous fize, 
and notwithfianding each hut has a cat 
or two, they are very troublefome, 'and 
with every precaution, they are continu­
ally deftroying the men's cloaths and bed­
ding during the night; it is no very 
uncommon ~h tng to fee them running fix 

or 
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or feven, one after the other, in the inter­

,frices of the logs with which the huts are 
(:onftruEted. 

You may rccolleCl:, on our firft arn­

val in this province, I mentioned that a 
nl,lmber, of duels were fought, and what 

partly Qccafioned them. They have of 
late beeh frequent amongft the German 

officers" but from different motives---dif­
putes at gambling. Their manner of 
fighting is rather fingular. Each party 
goes to th~ field with a fecond, and after 

.frripping to the fhirt, advancing, fhake 
each other by the hand, draw their 
fwords, and cut and flaih each other 

till one party relinquifhes the contei1::; 

and, unlefs the inveteracy is very obfti,... 

nate, the confliCt: is over upon the leaft 
.appearance Of blood on either fide; 
this is deemed. a fufficient proof of their 
courage and juftification of their honor. 

Moft of the duels among th~m have ended 

G g 3 111. 
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in this manner except orie, where the com;.. 

batants mutilated one another in a moil: 
fhocking manner, as nearly to endanger 
each other's life. 

It is no little pleafure to me that I 
, am unreftrained from communicating and 

opening myfelf freely to you, Lince -I be-
• 

gan this letter, as an opportunity has oc-
curred of fending it without infpec­

tion by an officer who has received an ac~ 
count of his being exchanged. By the 
mode that I intended to fend this, which 
was by a flag of truce returning _ to New 
York, I wrote feveral others; fome were 
franked by Col. Bland and others by Col. 
Sherwood, the American Officers com­
manding the troops at the barracks. The 
former behaved with true politenefs and , 
liberality of fentiment; he only- required 
an officer to pledge his \vord and honor, 
as a gentleman, there was nothing poli­
tical contained in the letter, on affirming 

which, 
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~'1hich, the Colonel defired the letter to be 
fealed, and on it wrote, Examined, a~d 
iigned his name. The latter, with an in-, 
quifitivenefs, accompanied with rudenefs 
and impertinence, not only read every 
letter, fentence' after fentence, but made 
animadverfi9ns on them; the Colonel, 
like mofl: perfons poffeffed of an imperti­
nent cufiofity, met with a fevere rebuke 
from Lieutenant Charlton of the '20th 
regiment, but I ,am afraid he was too, 

ignorant to take the fenfe of it. Af­
ter he had read his let~er, and feeing the 
name of' Charlton fig ned to it, the Colo­

nel exclaimed," Charlton, <iharlton! I 

<c recollected a captain of a {hip of that 
"name, who had a rebtivn that was 

" a name-fake of mine." ---" Very proba­
~' bly, Sir," replied Charlton, " and there 
<c may be one of that name in my fa-,' 

. . . 
"mily; but I'll venture to fay, if there 

"is, he poueffes more liberal ideas and 

" principles than the American.Sherwoods." 

G g 4 Some 
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Some £hort timefince I becam~ acquaint .. 
ed with a Cdonel Walker, who has lately 
been eleEted a Delegate to reprefent this 
State in Congrefs .. The ufual hofpitality 
of the country prefides at his houfe; but 
what renders it unpleafant, the family will 
chiefly converfe on politics, but always 
with moderation. I was much pleafed 
with a very noble and animated fpeech ot 
the Colonel's father, a man poffeffing all 
his faculties with ftrong underfianding, 
though confiderably above eighty years of 
age. One day, in chat, while each was 
delivering his fentiments of what would 
be the il:ate of America a century hence, 
the old man, with great fire alld fpirit~ 

declared his. opinion, that " the Ameri­
« cans would then reverence the. refolution 
,~ of their forefathers, and would eagerly 
" imprefs an adequate idea of the facred 
'c value of freedom in the minds of their 
"children, that it may defcend to the 

J 

~~ latefr pofterity; that if iI1 any future 
~, ages 
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" ages they fhould . be again called forth 
~, to revenge public injuries, to fecure that 

I' freedom, they fhould adopt the fame 

'J' meafures that fecllred it to_them by their 

" brave anceftors." 

To you, fo converfant with the world, 

J need not fay, that there are a clafs 
of people continually at variance with 
themfelves and all the world, and whom 
nothing can pleafe. 'When one of fuch 

a defcription gets into the army, you can­
not conceive how very unpleafant it is to 

have ,any con,cerns with him, efpecially if 

he is regardlefs of life. Senfible that 

an officer mull: accept a challenge, he does 
. pot hefitate to deal them in abundance, 

~n4 fhortly acquires the name of a 
fighting man; but as everyone is not 
willing to throwaway his life, when call • 

. ed upon by one who is indifferent of his' 
own, many become condefcending, which 

this man immediately conftrues into fear, 
and 
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and prefuming upon this. aCts as if he 
im:lgined no one dare contradiCt him, 
but all mufi: yield obedience to his will. 

One of this unhappy difpofition has 
lately broke forth from the redufe manner 
in which he lived, having only one affo­
ciate, of a fimilar difpofition, and wiiheq: 
to ingratiate himfelf with the officers a~ 

large. There was no keeping him at a 
diftance by formal civilities, as he v~ould 
~ntrude at all times and feafems. Being <l: 

little known to an officer who refides with 
us, he carne one day to dinner; and with 
the idea that he would lay under no obli.,. 
gation for it, invited the whole mefs to 
dine with him. On the day appoint­
ed, there came on a moil: violent fnow 
florm, and in the morning we difpatched 
a [ervant with an apology. He fent word 
back, " that, by God, he had provided 
"dinner, and he expecleq us;" and we 

had 
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had -no alternative, but either to encoun­

ter a ride of near four miles -in a heavy 

fil0W frorm, or, in all probability, a mad­

mim the next morning. The day was, 

without exception, the moft unpleafant I 

ever paired in my life; for after we ar­

rived at his quarters, on his having occa­

fion to quit the room, his companion 
fuewed us a brace of piftols that lay un­

der his pillow, which he conftantly !lept 

with, and which he had freHl-loaded and 
primed that morning, that if any difpute 

arofe, it might inftantly be- decided with~ 

out leaving the room. 

Such conduCt: cannot be confidered in 
any other light than infanity, for a pre:.. 

tended indifference for life does not pro­

ceed from true courage; if thefe vaunters 

meet with one equally as indifferent, and 

receive a check, they cannot brook it. 

Such was the fate of this unhappy man, 

-and fo overwhelmed was he with £harne, 

that 
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that he put a period to his exiften ce, III 

the following fingular manner. 

One Winter's evening, when fitting round 

the fire in the coffee-room, having fame 
occafion or other to leave it, he laid his 
cane in one chair and his gloves in another, 
and on qllitting the room, faid, "let me 

fee who. dare meddle with them before I 
return." In the interim an officer came in, 
who being very cold, took one of the 
chairs and drew near the fire; the com­
pany told him that they were Mr. -.'s 

. chairs, and what heilad [aid, when he re­
plied "Damn him, one chair is enough 
for his cane and gloves, and him too, I 

think." ---- Shortly after his return, he 
enquired with eagernefs, who h~d pre­
fumed to meddle: with his cane ar.d 
gloves, when the officer told him he had, 
and that he thought in fuch revere weather 
every man ought to be content with one 
chair, upon which he began to break out 

1.11 
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in a moft violent paffion, «( that his digrtity 

" and himfelf were infulted in the groifeft 

" manner:" when the officer ftopt him 

iliort, by faying, " Mr. --, I have often 
"heard of you as a fighting man, but 

" never was in your company before, now 

"Sir, I have only to tell you as to fight­

"ing, I care as little about it as you dOl 

" and, by God, Sir, if you fay another 

" word on the fubjecr, I'll throw you be­
" hind the fire." From the moft violent 

paffion he became inftantly calm, fat down 

in his chair and never fpoke another word, 

but .in about ten minutes left the room. 

That he ihould meet with fuch a rebuff, 

accompanied with a threat, operated fo 
powerfully on his mind, that the next 

morning he iliot himfelf; and his man­

ner of performing that deed was fingular, 
as he was found in a fhallow {heam,. 

where the water did not cover the body, 

with a piftol in one hand and another on 

the bank loaded. 

Numbers 
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Numbers of officershawe lately been 
been exchanged; from whence the parti­
ality proceeds I cannot furmife, but am 
inclined to think it mufr arife from the in­

tereft of their friends, at head quarters at 
New York. Notwithilanding I am deiti­
tute of anyone to make an application 
for my exdlange, I am not without hopes 
it will {hartly happen; for not long fince 
an American officer, Capt. Van Swearing­
ham, of whom I made mention as being 
taken prifoner during the campaign, vi­
fited the Barracks. I immediately fought 
him out, in hopes that, in return for the 
civility j1H~wn him, his gratitude would 
prompt him to render me a fervice. Ac­
cordingly, on waiting on him, he expref­
fed great pleafure at feeing me, but infi­
nite regret at my being frill a prifoner, 
as he fully concluded that both Lieut. 
Dunbar, as well as,myfelf, had long fince 
been exchanged; and I had the mortifica­
tion to find that, ignorant of our narnes, 

he 
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he had defcribed our perfons to an officer 
of our army who was going to New York, 
and wifhing to feize the favourable op­

portunity of ferving his friends, faid they 
an[wared the defcription, and giving the 
Captain their names, they were exchanged 
in lieu of us. However, as he was going 
direCtly to head quarters, it fhould be his 

firfr buunefs with Gen. Wafuington to ef­
fect our exchange. On taking my leave of 
him, y-our favorite ,adage of Nil defperon­

dum inftantly occurred to my mind; and I 
am not without hopes, iri a thort time, 

of once more vifiting my native fuare. 

Yours, &c. 

LE T-
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LET T E R LXXI. 

trinchejfer, in rirginia, No'll. 20, 1790. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

A T receiving a letter, dated from 
this place, you will perhaps con­

ceive it is to acquaint you, that fhortly 
after you'll fee the perfon who wrote it.· 
I am not, however, as yet, fo fortunate; 
and not without juft caufe of appre­
henfion, that the bufi:le and hurry of the 

campaign has obliterated from the me­
mory of Capt. Van Swearingham, that 
fuch perfons as Dunbar and myfelf exift. 
And when I inform you this town is not 

m 
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in the extent of our parole, your curio­
fity no doubt will be excited, as to the 
caufe of my being at it; and your fur­
prize will be no lefs, on being informed 
that the whole army are on their march, 
Congrefs being apprehenfive, from Lord 
Cornwallis's over-running the Carolinas, 
that it is his Lordfhip's intention, by 
forced marches, to retake our army. 

About fix weeks ago we began our march 
from Charlottefville Barracks, the army 
moving in the fame manner as we left 
New England; but as to the place of our 
deftination, that is yet unknown: we un­
derfrand it is to fome of the northern 
provinces. At prefent we remain here, 
till a matter in difpute is adjufted by Con­
grefs between this province and Maryland, 
as the latter abfolutely refufed the army's 
entering that frate, apprehenfive we were 
to remain there.; in confequence of which 
fu,h a body of men would greatly diftrefs 

. VOL. II. H h th~ 
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the inhabitants in fo [mall a province; 

and they aCtualiy, in arms, oppo1[ed our 

croiling the Potowm3ck. 

You may naturally conclude the mur­
murs of the officers were great, having 
been given to undedb.nd that they were 
to remain at the Ban-acks till exchanged; 
and many had laid out confidcrable [urns 

to render their log huts comfortable a­

gainfi the approaching winter, as they 

had fuffered [everely from the cold during 
the 1aft, being unable to keep a [urn.cient 
fire without imminent danger, as the 
cl::r!meys were built, as is the cuftom of 

the country, with wood; and therefore~ 
to remove all fears of any accident, moil: 

of the officers had frone ones ere8:ed. 
You will fcarcely credit it, when I tell 

you my mi[erable log hut, that was not 
more than fix teen fect [quare, co11: be­

tVveen thil-ty and forty guineas in ere8:­

mg. Some ol[lcers, who had leconciled 

their 
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their minds, with an idea that they fhould 

not be exchanged till the termination of 

the war, had laid out great fums in mak­

ing themfelves comfortable habitations; 
for the Barracks became a little town, and 
there being more fociety, moil: of the of­

ficers had reforted there. The great ob­

jection to refiding at them, on our firfl: 
arrival, was on account of the confined 

fituation, being not only furrounded, but 
even in the woods themfelves. I am apt 

to think that Col. Harvey, the proprietor 

of the efiate, will reap great advantage, if 
the province fhould not; as the army en­

tirely cleared a fpace of fix miles in cir­
cumference round the Barracks. 

After we quitted. the Barracks, the il~­

habitants were near a week in deftroying 
the cats that were left behind, which, im­

pelled by hunger, had gone into the woods, 

and being fo numerous, they were appre­

henfive,by their encreafe, they would,in 
H h 2 a fhort 



468 IN T E R I (') R T R A VEL S 

a {hort time be unable to extirpate; ex­

clufive of which, there was reaion to fup­

pofe they would become extremely wild 
and ferocious, and would be a great an­
noyance to their poultry. 

We croff cd the Pignet Ridge, or more 
properly the Blue Mountains, at Wood's 

Gap, and though they are confiderably 
loftier than 1hofe we croffedin Connecti­
cut, termed the Green Mountains,.~~did 
not meet with fo many difficulties; in 
£hort, you fcarcely perceive, till you are 
upon the fummit, that you are gaining 
an eminence, much lefs one that is of 
fuch a prodigious height, owing to the 
judicious manner that the inhabitants have 
made the road, which, by its winding, 
l"enders the afcent extremely eafy. 

Mter travelling near a mile through a 

thick wood, before you gain the fummit 
of thefe mountains, when y.ou re:lch the 

top 
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top you are fuddenly furprized with an 
unbounded profpeEt, that ihikes you with 

awe and amazement. At the foot of the 
mountains runs a beautiful river; be­
yond it a very extenfive plain, interfperfed 
with a variety of objeCts, to render the 
fcene frill more delightfql; and about fifty 
miles difhint are the lofty Allegany moun­
tains, whore tops ar~ buried in the clouds. 

Winchefl:er is an irregular built town, 
(:ontaining between three and four hun­
dred houfes. It was la,fl: war, as it is at 
prefent, the rendezvous of the Virginian 
troops, in excurfions againft the Indians. 

By an inhabitant who refuied in this town 
during the lail war, I was informed, that 
before we reached Fort du ~file, the 
country round about it )Nas greatly ra­
vaged by the Indians, who committed hor­
rid barbarities, and the town itfelf was 
in great, danger, and would c;:ertainly have 
been leveJIed with the ground, and it'! in-

H h 3 habitants 
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habitants maifacred, had not Col. Walh .. 
ington (the prefent famous peneral) 
ereCted a fort upon an eminence at the 
north end of the town, that fully proteCt­
ed it; notwith!tanding the Indians were 
fa bold as to venture in fight of the town, 
but never within reach of the fort. 

The remains of this fort are !till to be 

traced. It appears to have been a regular 
fquare fortification, with ba!tions at each 

angle, and the length of the curtain be­
tween eighty and ninety feet. The bar­
rac~s are !till remaining, which will con­
tain, with ~afe and comfort, near five 

hundred men,but upon an emergency 
would contain twice as many, as is the 

cafe at prefent, there being near that num­
ber of our foldiers now quartered in them. 
Thefe barracks are conftruCled of logs, in 
the nature of thofe at CharlottefvilIe, but 
upon a far more extenfive fcale. Since 
the commenCf;ment of the war, the Ame-

qcans 
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fIcans have picketted them in, and con­
verted them into a place of fecurity for 

priioners of war. There appears to have 
been fame attempts to make a dry ditch 

round the fort; but from the rock being 
impenetrable, it could not be accom­
pli£hed. 

The water at WincheO:er is very unplea­
[ant to the taO:e, which I am induced to 
believe arifes from the limy nature of the 
foil. It affects {hangers. with exceffive 
gripings, which we feverely felt; and it 
was laughable enough to obferve our 
morning falutations, accofiing each other 

with faces difrorted with pain, and execrat­
ing the water and the country in general. 

The inhabitants fay that it is-a-fpecifie 

againft many difeafes. 

It was no little mortification to be in­

formed, that within a day's ride of each 

from Vlinchefter, were a number of na-

H h 4 tural 
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tura! curiofities, and that we were debar­
red from vifiting them. Therefore I muft 
defcribe them after the manner they were 
related to me by one of the inhabitants. 

About thirty miles from Augufta Court 
Houfe, there is a rock, which the inhabi­
tants fay was that which Mofes ftruck 
with his rod, for out of the fide of it 
burfts a torrent of water; and what adds 
to its beauty, the water, after running 
fome diftance through a meadow, rufhes 
down a perpendicular precipice near tWQ 
hundred feet deep. 

Twenty miles from this place there is a 
moll: curious cave, running near a mile 
under a rock, in which are phcenomena 
that fmuft leave philofophers to account 
for. Thefe are two fprings, the one be­
ing equal in heat to the warmefr ba,th, and 
the other equal to the coldefr; they af~ 

;:tbout a foot afunder? and feparated by the 

natural 
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natural rock. As both fprings poifefs 
many medicinal virtues, fo each of them 
is made into convenient baths. 

Near'thefe fprings is a river, which ill 
fome meafure refembles the river Mole: 
the only difference being, that the Mole, ~ 
although it Iofes itfelf under ground, at 
forne miles difrant makes its appearance . 
again; whereas this river finks under a 
mountain and never more rifes, and there ... 
fore is very juftly called Loft River. 

Two natural curiofities, within a morn­
ing's ride of Winche!l:er, we did obtain 
penniffion to vifit. The one was a cave 
or well, formed by nature; at certain pe­
riods a perf on may defcend near two hun­
dred yards, and at others it overflows in 
great abundance; by the inhabitants it is 
called the tide well, in allufion to its ebb­
ing and flowing. What confiderably adds 
to this wonderful produCtion of nature is, 

that 
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that for many miles around thu\~ IS neI­
ther mountains, nor any rUimin:i \,":1t,,-,r, 

and it is fituated i.n a level co:_ ntry. The 

other, although confidr:led a curiofity in 

this country, cannot be dee,lJed fo by thofe 

who have vifited the Peak in Derbyfhire; 
it being fix or feven caves in a rock, that 

communicate with each other. 

The Americans, for a length of time, 
flattered themfelves that France would fend 
fuccours and affift them, which report we 

confidered merely raifcd to revive the fpi­
rit of the people, and to roule them from 
their lethargy; for at the commencement 
of the prefent year, their affairs were in 
fuch a fiate, that the majority were to_ 
tally indifferent on which fide th,~: cOlltefi: 

would terminate, fenfible that their i~tua­
tion could not be more diftreiling. Dl,t to 

thofe ihongly attached to the cauie of 
America, judge how their 11<~ i :, muO: have 

been revived, when intelligcllce came that 

France 
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France had aCtually fent them fuccours, 

with affurances of affiD:ing them in the 
moD: effeCtual manner. From this period 

the Americans vauntingly boafr, that it is 
impofilble for Great Britain to overcome 

them, and that in a {hort time they 
:!hall -,vitnefs the Britifh armies· being 

driven from the continent of America. 

Equally as this intelligence raifed their fpi­
rits, fo did it deprefs ours; naturally con­

cluding, that although France might take 
advantage of our unhappy contefr with the 

Colonies, by feizing on our territories ei­
ther in the Eaft or Wefr Indies, fhe would 
not have been the abettor of Rebellion, 
efpecially when it is confidered ihe had ter­

ritories of her own nearly in the fame 
predicament. But France! France! farry 

am I to fay it, to gain a fuperiority 

in political intrigues, you are indiffer­

ent by what arts or means it is ac­

complifhed. 

In 
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In a former letter I defcribed what an 
amazing il:rong mode of defence block. 

houfes were; and a tranfaCtion has 
lately occurred, that not only refleCts the 
higheft encomiums of honor and bravery 
Dn thbfe that defended it, but is a very 
convincing proof of the veracity of my 

;tHertion. 

This block-houfe was ereCted by a party 
of feventy American Loyalifis, that took. 
poll: on the {hore of Hudfon's River, op"" 
pofite New York, to fecure them from a 
furprize, or fudden incurfion of Walhingp 

ton's army, and not without juft caufe of 
apprehenfion; for a moft furious attack 
was made upon them by near two thou ... 
fand of the Americans, with ieven pieces 
.of cannon, commanded by Gen. Wayne, 
and notwithftanding a cannonade of three 
hours, almoft every fuot of which perfo­
rated the timbers, and feveral attempts to 

carty the place by ammlt, the enemy were 

repulfcd 
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repulfed with great lQfs, leaving behind 

many killed and wounded; and on their 

retreat the brave feventy purfi;ted them, 

took feveral prifoners, and regained fome 
cattle that they had plundered from the 

neighbouring plantations. 

By an officer juft left Wa!hington"s 

camp, we have received the melancholy 

account of the death o~ Nlijor Andre, the 

Adjutant General of the Bi;tifll army, 

who was taken as a fpy, in negociating a 
hufinefs with Gen. Arnold, which, if it 
had fucceeded, v.'Ould have nearly been 
the overthrow of the Americans. This 

officer was prefent at his execution, who 

faid, that he met his fate with that cou­

rage and manlinefs of behaviour, that 

deeply affeCted everyone prefent, and that 
his fevere deftiny was univerfally lament­
ed: [0 much was he efteemed, that Gen. 

Wafhington fhed tears when the rigorous 

[entence was put in execution. When he 

fo~d 
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found that his fate was inevitably 
and determined, and that all interceffions 
and every exertion of Sir Henry Clinton, 
to fave his life, were in vain, he became 

perfeetly refigned; fo extremely compofed 
was his mind, that the- night previous to 
his execution, he drew the fituation of the 
Vulture {loop, as ihe lay in the North Ri­
ver, with a view of vVeft Point, which he 
fent by his fervant to a general officer at 
New York. The only thing that any way 
difcompofed him, or rumed his mind, and 
at which his feelings appeared hurt, was 
the refufal of Gen. Wafhington to let him 
die a military death. In regard to this 
circumfiance, the officer informed us, that 
Cen. Wafhington would ha'.Te granted his 
reque.fi:; but, on confulting the board of 
general officers who fig ned his condemna­

tion, they deemed it neceffary to put that 
fentence in force, that was laid down by 
the maxims of war; at the fame time 

evincing the fincereft grief, that they 
were 
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were forced to comply with, and could 

hot deviate from, the efiabliihed cuftoms 

in fuch cafes. 

. By the account this officer gave us of 
his being taken, it appears that Major 

Andre was too confident of being out of 
danger; for when tj-"c three men that took 

himprifoner accoa-ed him, they enquired 
whether ];. ,:,~s of the Upper or Lower 

Party, [H::re it is neceuary to explain 
theft to yon---the Upper Party confifted 
'of t:lcpartizans of the Americans, and the 
L,.)wer Party of the American Loyal Re­
fugees, they refide in N ew York. ] he re­

plied of the L~wer Party, naturally con­

ceiving, from the fmall difiance he was 

frGm New York, they could be no other, 

upon which they undeceived him, and 
faid he mufl: go with them, for he was 

their pi·ifoner. vVhcn too late he per­
ceived his mifi:ake, and endeavoured to 

conVll1ce them to the contrary, by pro-
ducing 
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ducing a palfport which he had obtained 
from Gen. Arnold, in the name of John 
Anderfon. 

This feemed to have its intended effect, 
as they releafed him, and fuffered him to 
proceed without farther trouble; but he 
not gone many yards, when one of the 
young men recolletl:ing that he appeared 
greatly confufed, and that there was fome­
thing in the !hanger's face that ftruck 
him forcibly with an impreffion of fome 
peculiarity, infifted upon his companions 
returning to examine him more ftriEtly. 

This recolleCtion was decifive and fatal 
to Andre, who was little accuftomed to, or 
prepared for fuch encounters, as the officer 
told us he confeffed himfelf, in his letter 
to Gen. Wafhington~ where he fays, " He 
",was too little verfed in deception, to 
" praEtife it with any degree or hope of 
~' fuc,efs;" for upon thefe young men re-

turnin~ 
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returning back, he offered them a confi­
derable ptitfe of gold, a very valuable 
watch, and innumerable other tempta­
tions, with the faftiriating; offers of per­
manent provifions for life, if they would 
either let him pafs, or accompany him 'fa 
New York. IIi vain was every lu~eJ and 
every argument i they continued inflexible, 
fteady to their purpofe,· and conducted 
him prifoner to Wafhingtolfs head quar ... 

tersl 

Had Major Andre, when nril: accofted, . 
. replied" of the Upper Party;" he would 
have met with ·110 hindrance. Had they 
been, as he fuppofed, of the Lower Party, 
he would have been taken prifonet uport 
making that deClaration, and his perron 

would ha\te been eafily recognlze~ upon 
his arrival in New··york; but the. hafty 
declaration, that he was of the Lower 

Party, led to his unhappy deftiny. 

VOL. II. I i As 
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As it is much eafier tt> pDint out errors 

than cDrrea them, I iliallquit this me­
lancholytopic with Dbferving, thq.t it is 
very evident from die time.Major ,Andre 
tmdert?ok his ard'umis commiffiDn,. till he 
met his. fevere fate, that he di{played a 
refolutian and ftrength .Df mind requifite 
for great aCtions, which no. doubt would, 
at fDme,future day, h:;tve rendered him 
an ornament to his, profefiiDn., and, ,by 

forne brilliant atchievement, adored hy his 

King and Country. 

What are termed thefe Upper and Lower 
Parties are mDmy known to each other, 
and pofTefs great inveteracy on both fides; 
and it is no uncommon thing, when, twO. 

parties meet, to obferve the neard'\: ties 

of kindred oppofed to. .each other. ~ 'Both 
parties range at large between the. Bxitifh 
and American lines, and it'has more than 

once h~::-p:ncd, when two partie$. ha'le 
met at the fame place, that there has been 

a cefI'ation 
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a ceffation of hoftilities~ they have {at 
down to a good {upper, and fpent a jovial 
evening. At parting they agree to go in 
different direCtions, and after a certain 
fpecifi.ed time have again met and fought 
moll: defperately. 

The Americans have circulated a nport 
that there has been a great riot in Lon­
don, that the Members of both Houfes of 
Parliament had been grofsly infulted, that 
a number of houfes had been burnt and 
all,the prifons fet open, with other reports 
equally as ddic·ulous. We give the Ame­
ricans great credit for raifing them, as 
their motives are anfwered by it, that of 
keeping up the fpirits of the people, and 
to imprefs their minds with an idea that 
Great Britain muft relinquiih the conteft. 

'They are too abfurd. to be credited by 
an Englifhman. Pray be particular in 
your next, if {uch a thing has really hap.,.. 
pen ed, which it is almoft too abfurd to 

! i z . fuppofe. 
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fuppofe. Surely we have enemies' enough 
to contend with abroad, without any broils 
at home. It is really too ridiculous and 
abfurd to imagine that fuch an event has 

taken place, or to give it a moment's 
thought. 

Yours, &c. 

L ET-
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LXXII. 

Frederick' J crQwn, "MarJlantl, April 12, 178 I • 

. MY. DEAR FRIEND 

I" N a few days after my iaft letter we left 
Winchefier, to proceed on our march 

to this e1'.lce, it being fettlt:a byC;:ongrefs 
that the army is to remain here till fome 

Wuatioq fhould be fixed on; but the in­

~bitant~ th,ink this Ol~ly a deteption, to 
gran~ pen;nifiion for enteringtlw province, 
and that we are to remain in this towri. " 

~ttll1g Wll1cl~etter, we recro11ed the 

Blue Ridge at Willi'i1ms's Gap, and in our 

Ii3 maITh 
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march to this place' there was little wor­
thy notice, except the Shennarido River7 

which is exceedingly romantic and beauti­
ful, with a variety of falls; and the wa­
ter is fo tranfparent, that the pebbles may 
be feen at the depth of feven or eight feet. 
There are plenty of trout and other fiili ; 
butit is not navigable even for canoes, on 
account of the innumerable rocks that are 
under water; and, in tranfporting goods 
down the river, the inhabitants make ufe 
of rafts. When we croffed, it was nearly 
frozen over. 

upon-out arrwal III thIS town,l was nb't 

fo fortunate in obtaining- fuch' comfort.J 
able quart~rs, as when I laft paft throug~ 
it; being obliged to put up at a ttiiferable 
ditty tavern, with two other officers, at 
which We remained, till the final determi-; 
nation of Congrefs, as it was fully thought 
we were to proceed' further to the north­
ward. 

We 
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W-e remained only nine days it this 

tavern, and upon q~itting it th~ lqndlord 

gave us the follmving curious Bill, which I 
fend you- by way of fpecimen of the Ame­

rican mode of charging. 

LIeut. Anberry, 
Dec. 19. To 3 breakfafres a u dollars 

Dr. 
l.13 100 

To 5 ditto ferfervants a 10 dollars­

To mug ryder 30. :8 quarts oats ,a ,I I 
dollar 90 

To 3 diners a 15 dollars £.1617'6. 

IS 15 0 

6 co 

1 quart beer 45' 19 l 6 

To 3 [upers- a ll! dGlHars £. 13 10 o. 

c; - c; t: ditto fervants £. 18 15 0 3::l 5 0 ' 

To 9 quarts oa,ts 5 I 3. Z [llpers [er~ 

vants 75' 9 16 3 
%0. T'O I lodging 30~ -fraMing and hay 3' 

hOl-[es tI I Z dollars 1 3 10 0' ~ 

To 9 quarts OMs-5 I 3. 3 bre.akfafrs 
13 10-0 

Tu 3 b,cakfiiJl$ for [ervant~ JI 5 o. 

mug ryder 30 ~, 

TI!) 4- diners a, I 5 dollars zz 'J 0 4· 4- do. 

- [crvantS',1 ~ 00 

To 9 quartsoots'5- I 3. Z mugs fyder, 

60. !]. do. beer ~o :-

To 3 fupers 13.10 0" dit~Q fot fervants 

J 1 5--0. 

15 00 

18 11 3 

I;! 15 0 

37 10 0 

12 II 3 

24 15 ,0 
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To 9'qul1-rts oat~ 5 I 3 

:%1; ~tabli!lg and hay 3 horfes day and night 

''folodging 30 a 15 ds. 3 ditto a JZ 

ds. 13 100 

Tq3 mugs beer.6 15 o. mug fyder 30 

To 9 quarts oats 5 I 3· 9 qts. ditto 

5 I 3 ~ ditto 5 I 3 ' '" 
To 3 fupers a 12 ds. 13 10 o. ditto 

S I 3 
20 S q 

IS 0 Q 

8 5 0 

'5 3 9 

for fervants II 5 0 ~ 2{' I 5 GI 

22. 'r0 lodging 30. il:abling ahd hay 3 

hor(es !lay ;tnd night 20 0 0 Z I 15 0. 

T!l 3 quarts oats S I 3' 3 breakfafts 

13 10 0 ~ 

To 3 breakfafts far fervants I I 5 p 

18 II 3 

Il $0 

To 18 quarts oats 1026. diners 16 17 6 27 0 0 

To 2 mugs fy4er QQ. mug beer 45 S S 0 

To 3 fupers 1.3 10 0 ~ 13 10 Q 

23. To lodg~Qg 30. ftabling and hfl)l' 3 

horfei day and night 20 0 0 i'l I 15 Q 

To 9 quam oats 5 1 3· 3 breakfalk 

13 100 IS II 3 
To Ja qUl\1'ts oats, ~o Z p,. 3 diner$ " 

16 17 6 

Ta I mug fy~~r 30. :I1lug beer 4S 
To 3 fupers 13 10 ~' ~ 

24' To lqpgipg 30. i1:abling and hay for 

~harfeli day and night 20 0 0 

27 00 

3 15 0 

13 10 0 

21 15 0 , 
To 3 bre!,kfafts 1.3 10.. 15 quts oats 

8 J4 3 ' 21 It 3 
/fo corn 10 qUts 7 10 o. Dim:rs, 

1617 6 
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To 2 mugs beer 90. I mug fyuer 30 6 00 

To 1 fupers 18 ° 0 18 00 

25. To lodging 30' ftabling and hay 3 
horfes day and night 20 0 0 :n 15 G 

To .3 breakfafts 13 10 o. 3 diners 

16 17 6 30 7 6 
. To 32 quarts oatsi8 0 o. $ fupers 

13100 '.3JI00 

~6. To lodging 30. ftabling: and hay 3 
hQrfes day and night 20 Q 0 21 1$ 0 

To 3. brea.kfafts 13 10 O. 2 diners 

u 5 0 2415 g 

To 3 mugs .beer 90. ,mug ryder .30 
yefterday 6 0 0 

To mug ryder 30. diner 5 12 6. Bowl 

tody 60 1~ 2 6 
'fa 2 quarts oats 22 6 J 2 6 

730 100 

To 4- 'luarts ditto 4S 2 5 ----True balance [·73z J 5 0 

To the hier of the dineing room, hard 

money 

;Errors 'excepted, 

Per ROB. WOOD. 

fall. the 3d, 1781. Recd of Mr. Thos. AIlJ­
berry,' Seven hundred and thirty-two Ponnd fif­

teen Shillings, in full for the Paper CurrcllilCY Ac. 
CQunt above. 

fer ROB. WOOD. 
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(After 'perufing' the articles of the bill, 

~lIld finding the1lljuit, as was .(:unol11ary, 
I atke4 the landlord what he would allow 
in exchange for . hard money. _He, being 
a ficirinch Americal1, flew IntoU'a violent 

p~9n, faying, '" He was_. ~urprized I 
" fhould make him fuch an offer;- that 
" there were rafcals enough already to 
" rqin their couritry~ by felling- and traf­
" fi~king in paper; and that, for his part, 
~'he· knew no difference between Con­
"Erefs'money and King G~orge's." I 
begged him to be pacified; that in half 
an hour- I would fettle his bill.; when, 
with the utmoft infolence, he replied, f( I 
I' {wear now , if it an't fettled by twelve 
"o'clock, J fWe1lf I'll fend the fheriff af­
C( ter you, and you'll foon fee the infide of 
" that place," pointing to the prifon op­
cc pofite his houfe." 

You'll no doubt be furprized, that, for 
the fenow's impertinence, I did not give him 

a horfe-
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a horre-whipping, which, had it . been in 
England, a landlord would hardly have 
efcaped. But, my dear Friend, we are be­
come perfeCt Stoics, and it requires an 
infinite torture to rume our temper in 
the'leaft .. We have fo long been accuf­
tomed to ill language and inf61ertce from 
the inferior fort, that we' real1y' pay no 
more attention to it, than Gen. Phillips 
obferved we fhould to the cackling of fo 
manygeele. 

On my quitting the fellow to go in 
{earch of paper money, it occur'red to me 

that he might employ fome one to watch 
over me. I therefore went to the barracks 
and fent a feljeant, who Coon came back, 
when I returned and paid him his bill of 
{even hundred and thirty.:.two pounds fif .. 

teen fhillings.; and obferving the item of 
one pound fifteen fhillings in hard money, 
I ,tendered him the fum in paper, retort­
ing upon him his own words, that he 

knew 
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knew of no difrincrion. The fellow ap­
peared much confounded and afhamed; 
but as the charge was an agreement with 
his wife, who was to have it as a perqui-:­
fite, for the entire u[e of the room, I paid 

the half-joe exc1ufive of the bill: .no doubt 
the fellow would not have made the leaft 
fcruple of con[cience to have taken the 
whole amount in [pecie. 

Your curiofity is raifed to know at what 
rate I purchafed the paper money to" dif­
charge t~e bill. Know then, that the 
enormous· fum of feven hundred and tl1ir~ 
ty-two pounds fifte-en ihillings, I· qif-. . '~ 

charged for about four guineas anq <l 

halL After this I think I ne~d n9t men­
tion any thing more of the deprecia,tion 

- --' 

of paper money. 

It being determined by Congrefs that 
the army is to mak;" fome reudence in 
this town, the men are quartered in very 

comfortable 
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comforfable barracks, that were built by 
the Americans· fince the commencement 
of the war, are better fupplied with pro­
viCIons, and allowed many· privileges, 
{ueh as working for the inhabitants per­
tnitted to go into the country to pur­
ch~fe vegetables, &c. and fince the' men 
have been prifoners they have never en­
joyed fa many comforts. Such treat-. . . . 

ineilt . is . more likely to have the defired 
effeCt of Congrefsthan ill ufage, in tempt­
ing them to defert. So· prevalent, indeed, 
has been defertion in our regiment,· that 
it is now reduced to fixty men, inc1u.d­
ing non-commifiioned officers, and the 
other regiments are in proportion', all of 
which, in Canada, muftered four hundred 
and fifty .. 

The officers are quartered in the town 
and plantations around. My quarters 
are at a Col. Beattie's, (;)f the militia, ",ho, 

thoue;h ftrongly attached to the American 
caufe, 
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caufe, having a fon in the Maryland re .. 
giment, in General Greene's army, is not 
without a penchant for a little of the 
true toucijlone. The plea he makes to his 
~countrym~n for admitting us into his 
houfe is, that as he has a large family 
anl mufi: provide for th6m in the heft 
manner pollible. 

Siuce our arrival m this province a 

perfon has introduced himfelf to the of­
p.cers as a clergyman, ::tnd as one frrongly 
attached to the Britifh government. The 
inhabitants fay that he v:as never ordain. 
ed, and that he has created much confu­
fion in various families by difavowing 
their marriage, he having no right to 
perform the ceremony; This- ha~ cut out 
;lbundance of work for the limbs of the 
law. He ftill performs Divine fervice at 
various churches, with all their regu­
lar duties. Whether his political prin­
ciples are put on for the fake of our com ... 

pany 
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pany and a little conviviality, I cannot 
pretend to fay j but this much I can af­
firm as to his religious ones, that he fol­
lows St. Paul to a tittle, being " all things­
toaD· men:" for he will fwear with. thofe -
that fwear, and drink with thofe that 
drink' 

Yours, &c. 

L E T-
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.L E T T E R LXXIII. 

Colontl Beattie'l Plantation, near F,-cdfrhk 

<rOW", ;11 Mary/al/d, July II, 17810 

MY DEAR. FRltND~ 

NOTHING will more fully illuftrate 
the tyranny and oppreffion of Con~ 

grefs and its upftarts in pow.er, than re­
citing two of the moil: flagrant atts ·or 
injuftice, at the houfe of one Taylor, a 
<l.!!.aker, where Capt. Jamefon, of our re· 
giment, is quartered. One .~f the collec­
tors, for a tax of forty-eight fhi11ings~ 

took from the !table a beautiful horfe, 
worth near thirty guineas; and for ano .. 
ther of about five or fix pounds, they 

brought 
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brought carts, and conv~yed away a large 

ftack of hay, of near forty pounds value. 
This paffive man (who, I Ihould i11form 
you1 was. a true friend to Government, 

and in confequence greatly perfecuted) 
made no other complaint than, " Well, 
" let them take~--let them take all· my' 

CE ftock~ my farm, and turn me out of my 
t, houfe, I have that by me that will never 

" let me want in myoId age." 

From his attachment to his S()vereign, 
and fpeaking his fentiments, he was con-· 
tinually threatened with imprifonment; 
but that; and. every other perfecution; he 
would bear with the utmoft chearfulnefs 

and refignation; concordant to the prin­
ciples of his religion. Neverthdds, at 

times, the poor old man would fetch a 
heavy figh, as if his heart was burfring 

with grief, arid exclaim, (( Ah, well .. a-day ~ 

.. little did I think, after the labor of my 
.vOL. U. K k " youth~ 
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" youth, and training up a large family in 

" the fear of the Lord, "this would have 

" been the reward of myoId age. There; 

" friend, (pointing to forne extenfive mea­
" dows that were before his houfe) with 
" thefe hands did I clear that ground, and 
" many a weary night have I worked by 

" light of pine wood, to leave my chi 1-
" dren an inheritance, which is daily threa­

" tened to be taken from me." Here. his 
fortitude would be overcome; and, after 
a little re[pite, his final" exclamation was, 

" The Lord's will be done." 

Oh, Americans! if this 1S the bafis. 

on which you are to efrablifh your in­

dependence, furely you muft think there 
will be a day of retribution! And though 
it may not fall on your heads, the next 
generation may have caufe to curfe the 
calamiti~s their forefathers have brought· 
on them, 

'.We 
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. We daily expect to retnove from ihis 
province, on account of the movements 
of Lord Cornwallis's army, which we un­

derftand is forming a junCtion with the 
troops landed in Virginia, under the com­
mand of Gen. Phillips and Gen. Arnold, 
and this fiate are not without apprehen­
fions of a defcent being made by the King's 
forces. Therefore to impede this progrefs, 

Gen. W_ailiington has detached two firong 
bodies, one of continental troops, under 

the command of the Marquis de la Fay­
ette, and the other confifting of the Pen­

fylvania line, under Gen. Wayne. They 

paffed tl~ro' Frederick Town laft month, 
and appeared to be moftly Scotch and ltifh, 

with a great number of blacks. They 

were badly cloathed, and .. fo extremely 
mutinuous an&difcontented, that their 

officers were afraid to truit them with 
ammunition. i obferved that they wore 

black and white cockades; the ground be-. 

ing the firfi color and the relie f of the 
K k 2 other. 
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other. 'On enquiring the caufe~ a very 
pompous American replied, " It was a 

. " compliment to, and a [ymbo} of aEec­
". tion for, their generous and magnani­

. " mous allies the French." 

Our quarters have been rendered very 
difagreeable to us by an unpLeafant cir­
cumfrance, the. death of the Colonel's fan. 
who was killed at the battle of Camden,. 
in the Carolinas. He, as well as the whole 
family, have taken it much to heart, and 
the houfe has been ever fince a fcene 
of lamentation. What renders it frill more 
difagreeable is" whenever we meet the Co­
lonel, he feems extremely anxious to be 
revenged upon us. We are feeking out for 
other quarters, but they are very diffi<;:ult 
to be obtained. 

At Eafrer holidays the young people 
·have a cuftom, in this province, of boil­

mg eggs in logwood, which dyes the {hell 

crimfon~ 
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<:rimfoll, and though this colour will not 
rub off, you,may, with a pin, ,fcratch on 
them any figure or device you think pro­
per. This is praB:ifed by the young men 
al'ld maidens, who prefent them to each 
ather as love tokens. As thefe eggs arc 
'boiled a'confiderable time to take the dye, 
the {heH acql,1ires great ftrength, and the 
little children divert themfe1ves by ftriking 
the eggs againft ~ach other, and that 
which breaks becomes the property of 
him whofe egg remains whole. 

To impreCs the minds of his children 
wita their glorious ftruggle for indepen­
den-ce, as they term it, the Colonel has all: 
~gg, on which is engraved the battle of 
BUl)ker's HilL This he takes infinite pains 
to explain tp his children, but will not 
fuff>€F them to touch it, being the per­
formance of his fon gone to camp; but 
now heing {laill, he preferves it as a relic. 
The Colonel favoured us with a fight of 

K k 3 it, 
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it, and, confideri~g the fmall fpace, the 
battle is very accurately eelineated. 

As we imagined, orders are arrived for 
the removal of the army to York Town 
~and Lancafrer, at which places the officers 
are to be feparated from the foldiers, and 
are to be quartered at Eaft Windfor in 
Connecticut. Brigadier Gen. Hamilton 
has expreifed great difpleafure at this fe~ 
paration, which is directly againft the 
terms of the convention; but after Con-. 
grefs have broke the moft eifential point; 
it is vain to remonftrate againft fuch pro­
ceedings. Weare now in their power, 
ard they act with us as beft fuits their 
plan. The General gave out in orders, 
that if it was the defire of the troops, he 
would proteft to Congrefs againft the fe­
paration; at the fame time adding, he well 
knew it would be in nino He ftrongly 
recommended the foldiers to behave in 
every refpeCt the ia~e as if their officers 

were 
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were prefent, and, though feparated, they 
fuould remember that fubordination was 
due t~ the non-commiilioned officers, who 
frill had authority over them. The Ge~ 
nerallamented that he was unable to fur­
nifh fupplies of cloathing and other. ne­
ceffaries; therefore direCted officers who 
had the payment of companies, to fettle 
the men's accounts, and give them their 
balance to provide tI1emfelves, which moil: 
of them will be enabled to do, as the ge­
nerality have twenty or thirty pounds to 
receive. To military men it will appear 
furprizing, but there was a private in the 
company I paid who had forty-five pounds 
due to him. 

The troops have greatly dllniniihed fince 
they came to Frederick Town, not only 
by defertion but death, as numbers have 
fell a facrifice to fpirits, which are eafily 
procured and at a cheap rate; as there 
are· abundance of frills around the cbun-

K k 4 try, 
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-try, and the foldiers were in a continue4 
I 

frate of intoxication. I need not tell you 
of tile inordinatepaffion that foldiers in 
g~ner~l have for liquor, and what a diffi":,, 
Clj.lt matter it is to reftrain them from it ; 
.but where it is continually before them) 
next to an impoffibility.· 'Within' this 
fortnight we have loft two in a moft me­
lancholy way, who, during the abfence of 
the man that attended a frill on the Colo­
ners plantation, drank the liquor hot out 
of the pipe, and the next morning were 
fOll!ld dead in their beds~ 

In a few'p.ays we fet out on aUf> march. 
If an opportunity occurs, I will write to 
you from Lancafter; but you may depend~ 
upon my arrival in ~pnneaicllt, to hear 
from 

YOllr's, &c. 
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I have unfealed this Letter, juft to add 
e. melancholy Poftfcript, of which we have 
this moment rec~ived tidings, the lofs of 
that 1?rave officer General Phillips, who 
died Iat}: month ofa fever at Richmond. 
If)s ikill and knowledge in all military 
concerns, not only in his early days re­
ceived the approbation of that great com­
mander Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick~ 
on various occafions in the laft war in 
Germany? piJt juftified fuch commenda­
tion ~by every part of his fubfequent con':' 
duCt: particularly in the unequalled du­
~ies, toils, ,dangers and hardihips of our 
~ampaigll. A circumftance attended his 
death, fimilar to the ~nhumanity that the' 
Am~ricans difplayed at the interment of 
General Frazer, For them, whom wefup­
pofe w.-e exafperated, fome excufe may be 
pleaded'; but that the Marquis de la Fay­
ette, whofe nation is fa confpicuous for 
the quinteifence of les petits attentions, ihould 
pe g~lilty of fueh conduCt, is aftoniihing. 

For 
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~or notwithftanding a flag of true was 
fent to inform him, that aerofs the river, 
at fueh a haufe, General Phillips lay dan­
geroul1y ill, and at the point of death, . 
and to eeafe cannonading. This re­
que!t was denied, an incefiant fire was 
kept up, feyeral balls went through the 
haufe, and onethrough the adjoining room 
to where Gen~ral Phillips lay, ju~ as he 
W,as breathing his lait, which difiurbing 
him, he exclaimed, " My God, 'tis cruel) 
.~' they will not let me die in peace." 

LET .. 
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VETTER LYXIV. 

EajllYilltlJor. ;'1 Comtellicut, Sept. 2, 1781. 

MY DFAR FRIEND, 

DISTRESSJN~ and humiliating as the 
- fcene was, when we commanded our 
men to pile up their, arms and' abandon 
them on the plain of Saratoga, fiill much 
greater was the feparation of the officers 
from the men at Lancafter. On the rporn-

:/ ing it t<>ok place the regiments were pa-
raded near the barracks, which are pick- I 

eted in, and converted into a prifon. At 
a Ll1all diftai1ce was drawn up a regiment 
of <;ontinental troops, the Colonel of which 

behaved 
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behaved extremely polite, faying, he {hould 

not march the Britifh troops to the bar­

racks, till their offi~ers informed him they 

were ready. When the Colonel was in­

formed he might march the men, the A­

Ynerican troops. forming a [quare around 

th~,B,riti{h [oldier§, conducted them to the 

pr'i[on. 

The fight was too deeply affecting, and 

we haftened from the [pot, Could you Jlave 

feen the faces of duty, refpect, love and de­

fpair, you wou~d carry the remembrance to 

the grave. It was the parting of ,child and 

parent, the reparation of foul and body--­

it effected that which the united for~e Of 
inclement [cafons, hunger and thirft, in.,. 

ceffant barbarity, adverfe fortune, and A.,. 

merican infults heaped together, could ne,.. 

ver have effeCted---it drew tears from _ tl}e 
eyes of veterans, who 'Yould rath~l b.ve 
fued their blood. As far as founds could 
convey, we heard a reiteration of " Goq 

" ble[~ 



T II R aUG HAM E RIC A. 509 

" blefs your Honors." It was fuch a fcene 
as muft leave an everlafting impreffion on 
the mind. To behold fa many men, who 
had bravely fought by our fide---who in 
all their fufferings looked up to us for 
protection, forced from us into a prifon. 
where, experien'cing every feverity, per­
haps famifhing for want of food, and 
ready to p~rifh with cold, they had no 
one to look up to for redrefs, and little to 
expect from the humanity ,of Americans. 

It was extremely vexatious to be again 
difappointed i.n viuting Philadelphia, ef­
pecially when in fight of it; but all en­
treaties to the MaJor who efcorted us, fot 

indulgence, were in vain. However we 
received fome little cornpenfation in pair­
ing through Bethelem, at which place is 
a fettlement of the Moravians. 

The tavern at 13ethelem is upon an 
exceeding good plan, and well calculated 

fot' 
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for the convenience and accommodation 
of travellers. T.he building, which is very 
extenfive, is divided throughout by a paf­

fage of near thirty feet ~ide. On each 
. fide are convenient apartments, confifting 

of a fitting. room, which leads into two 

feparate bed-chambers. All thefe rooms 

are well lighted, and have fire-places in 
them. On your arrival you are conducted 

to one of thefe apartments, and delivered 
the key, fo that you are as free from inter­
ruption as if in your own houfe. Every 

other accommodation was equal to the 

fiffl: tavern in London. You may be fure 

our furprize was not little, after having 
been accuftomed to fuch miferable fare at 
other ordinaries, to fee a larder difplayed 
with plenty of fifh, fowl and game. 
Another matter of equal furprize, a.s 
we had not met with fuch a thing in aU 
our travels, was excellent wines of all 

forts, which to us was a moil: delicious 
treat, not having tafted any fince we leff 

Boilon; 



THROUGH AMERICA. 5Il 

Bolton; for notwithfran~ing the fplendor 

and elegance of feveral families we vifited 

in Virginia, wine was a ftrahger to their 

tables. For every apartment a fervant is 
appointed to attend, whofe [ole bufinefs 

is to wait on the company belonging to it, 
and who is as much your fervant, during 

your fray, as ont of yom own domeftics. 

The accommodation for horfes is equal; 
with fervants to attend them. In fhort, 
in laying out the plan of this tavern, they 

feem folely to have ftudied the eafe, com­
fort and 'convenience of travellers, and is. 

"built upon fuch an extenuve fcale,' that it 
can with eafeaccommodate one hundred 

and uxty perfons. General Phillips was 
[0 much delighted with it, that after he 

quitted Virginia, not being permitted to.go 
to New York, on account of fome military, 

operations that were on foot in the Jerfeys, 
he returned back near forty mileS! to take 

. up his refidence at it, merely, on account 

of the accommodations. 

The 
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The landlord accompanied us to the In.:; 
tendant, or the head of the fodety, Whc1 

with great pOlitenefs ihewed us every thing 
worthy of obfervation on the fettlement. 

The fitft plate he conduCl:ed us to was' 
the houfe of the fingle women, which is a 
fpacious ftone building. divid€d, fimilar to 
the tavern, into large chambers; which 
are, after the German mode, heated with 

ftoves. In there the young women pur­
kle various domeftic employments, and 
fome are employed in fancy and orna­
mental work; in all their apartments are 
various mufical inftruments. The fuper .. 
intendant of thefe young, women con duEt .. 
ed us to the apar~ment where they fiept7 
which is a large vaulted room the whole 
dimenfion of the buildings, in whidl 
were beds for every woman. 'The women 
dine in a large hall, in which is a hand­
fame o(gan, and the walls adorned with 
fcripture pieces, painted by fome of the 

women 
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wbm~n who formerly belonged to the fo­

ciety.. This hall anfwers the purpofe of a 

refectory and chapel: but on Sundays 
they attend wodhip at the great church, 

which is a neat and fimple building. 

The houfe of the fingle men is upon 
the fame principle as that of the women; 

upon the roof of which is a Belvidere~ 

from whence you have not only a moft 
delightful profpeCl:1 but a difti~a view of 
the whole fettlement. We obfeNed that 
the building was much defaced; which 
the fuperintendant informed us was occa.:. 
fioned by the Americans taking it from 
the young men, and converting it int@ an 

hofpital for the fiGk and wounded, after 
the hattle of Germalltown; and, added 

he; « it is incredible what numbers pe .. 

" rifhed for· want of proper care and at­

C( tention, and th~ hofpital being ill [up-' 
" plied widt drugs:' Pointing to an ad.,. 
joining field, he faid, " Th~re lie .buried: 

VOL" II. L 1 H near 



514- INTERlbR TRAVELS 

".near feven or eight hundred of the A. 
u merican foldiers, who died here during 
" the winter." 

All manner of trades and manufactures 
are carried on in this place ~iftirr81y, and 
one of each branch; at thefe various oc­
cupations the young men are employed. 
Every one contributes his labor, and the 
profits arifing from each goes to the gene­
ral :flock. Thefe young men. receive no 
wages, but are fupplied with' all necelfa­
ries from the various branches of Jrade. 
They have no cares about the ufual con­

cerns of life, and their whole time is fpent 
in prayer and labor; their only relaxation 
being concerts, which they perform every 
evenmg. 

Thefe people, who are extremely fhrewd 
:and fenfible, in a manner forefeeing the ill 
confequences attending a civil war, had, 
before its commencement, laid in great 

quantities 
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quantities of European' goods, which they 
fent to their various farms interfperfed 
around the fettlement. 

The Moravlans are not only very affi .. 
duons, but ingenious too. They have 
adopted a fort of marriage, but from the 
manner of its celebration you cannot [«p_ 
pofe that mutual tender endearments- an~ 

happinefs to fubfiil: between the parties 
united as with us. A young man feels 
an inclilaation to marry, which does not: 
proceed from any objeCt he is enamoured 
with, for he never fees his wife but once 
before the ceremony takes place; it be­
ing contrary to the principles of their re­
ligion to fuppofe it is from the paffions 
of nature, but merely to' uphold the fo­
ciety, that it may not fink into oblivion. 
The young man communicates his incli­
nation to their prieft, aiking of him a girl 
to make. his wife, 'who confulting with the 

, -
fuperintendant of the. young women, ihe 

L 1 2 - produces 
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produces her who is· next in rotation for 
marriage. The prieft prefcnts her to the 
young man, :and leaves them together 
for an hour, when he returns; If they 
both c~nfent, they are married the next 
day. If there is any objeetion, both their 
cafes are 'very pitiable, butefpecially the 
woman's, as !he is put at the end of the 
lift, which amounts to near fixty or fe­
venty; nor does the poor girl frand the 
leaftdlance of a hufbandtill!he arrives 
again at the top, unlefs the man feds a 
fecond inclination for marriage, for he 
Hever can obtain any other woman than 
the one with whom he had the firft inter­
VIew. This, I am induced to think, was. 
the reafon of there being fuch a number 
of old women among t,he fingle ones. 
Thus you fee, my friend, that marriage 
and its inexprdlible enjoyments, are not 
the re[ult of the paffions, but a mere 
piece. of mechanifm, fet to work by chance 
and itopt alone by necefil.ty. 

When 
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When two parties meet and are united 
in. marriage, a houfe is provided for them 
by the fociety, of which there are great 
numbers around the town; very neat ha­
bitations, with pleafant gardens. Their 
children of either fex,at the age of fix, 
are t~ken from~ them and placed in the 
two feminaries, confequently th~y can have 
little a,ffeClion for them. When either of 
the parties die; it. the woman, the man 
-returns to ;the apartments of the fingle 
men, an-( if the man, the widow retires 
to a houfe that is bl;lilt for that purpofe .. 

The religion of the Moravians refem-' 
bIes more that of the -Lutherans than the . _'. _"_.. I • 

Calvi~iftG; in <m~polnt it greatlydiffeI:s 
from both, by,adm~tting of mufic and PlC,­
.tures l,n their places- of· wodhip. Pray~r 
c9n~titutes almoft, a third of their em­
.ploymeIlt; for excl1Jfive of the daily,pub­
iicdevotions in th~~r,grea~ church, they 

L 1 3 attend 
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attend fervice in their own chapels morn­

ing, noon and evening. 

Setting afide their ridiculous mode of 

entering into the marriage frate, and which 
te them is of little moment, I c0\11d not 
but refleCt, if content was in' this lifq 
they enjoy it. Far from thebuftle 'Of a 
troublefome world, living in perfect li ... 
berty, each one, purfuing hi-sownideas 
and inclination, and reuding· in ,the moA: 
-delightful fituation imaginable, ~ which is 

fo healthy, that they are f\1bj~a to ofew, if 
any difeafes. 

As want is a ftranger~ fo is vice. ,Thei~ 
total ignol;ance of the .refined ekgancies 

-of life, precludes any anxiety or ' regret 

,that they porffefs 'not' wealth t~-erijoy them. 
NevertheIefs they' poifefswhat many are 

'entire ftrangers to, who are, (I1rrotloded 
with what are termed bleffi~gs" th~fe 

true' 
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true and effential ones---health and tran­
quility ,of mind; and that you mayev.er 
enjoy them, though no Moravian, in a 
high degree of r~finement, is the fincere 
urifh ()f 

Yours, &c. 

L l6: T. 
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LET T E R LX~V. 

Hartfmod. in Conncflicut. Sept. 14. I/~~' 

MY DEAR FRIEND. 

THIS is. deemed the capital of this pro-
. vince. It ftands on the weft fide of 

the ConTlI'!Cticut River, and ~s fituate4 
. about forty miles from the fea-~oa,ft~ 

We were {hewn, amppg other things~ 
the fQllpwing curlQiities, ;:!.n houfe built 
in the year I64P of American pak, the 

tj1'!1b~r~ of which we~~ lY~ found, a,nc;l al­
moil: in a ftate pf petrefaCtion~ ln it was 
porn a Jonatl1an Belcher, Efq. who wa~ 

Governor: . . 
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Governor of this province as well as of 
~ew Jerfey, and, by his upright admi",:, 
niftration, idolized by both ftates. The 
fecond was an ~lm tree, held as [a­
cred as evei' the oak was in the days of 
:the arttient bards of 'our own country the 
.druids; as this elm, in fame time of im­
minent danger, concealed the. charter of 
the' provmce. The third wa$ a moft Wall-"': 
derful well, which being dug near 'feventy 
feet, without the leaft appearance of wa~ 
ter, the labourers met with a large rock, 
and on the miners boring this rock,. ill 
order to bla~ it with -powder, they drove 
the auger thro:ugh it,upon which the wa­
ter fpouted up with fuch amazing velocity, 
that it was with the utmoft difficulty, with 
the affiftance of a number of pumps and 
"a fire-engine they could keep the well· dry 
till it was' ftoned, which was no fooner 
accomplifhed than it filled and ran over~ 
and has "ever fince fupported," or rather 

formed, 
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formed, . a pro ok, fo~' abov~ 9ne hundred 
years. 

The: inhabit.ant$ Qf Hartford· relate a 
ludicrous fiory of. Whitfield, whQ tra,:el .. 

l~d America i)l th.ehope~ of (owing; the 

feeds of Methodifm, Ilpon this continent ~ 
and, from a [elimon' he pref1;ched at the 
great meeting in this town,. ·yori. may be 
{ure did n:ot gl:l.in' over the fetIlale part of 
his.- congregation; but was infulted, and 

obliged to take fhelter in the nril: houft; 

iliatwould admit him .. The text he had 
feieaed'Wa.s~'~ Anpmt my eyes with eye,. 

"1i1I'le." Afte1' exp<\tiating for, aconfi~ 
derable length, of time, to point . out what 
\\""as not. the true eye-falve;/ he, in. th~ 

ufual cant of thofe.fanatic pr~~(;hers, fays, 
$.' Now I'll tell you what i-s the real eye­
,if JalVe--it is faith--it is graee ... -it is fimpli~ 
"city---it is virtue--,..it is virgin's water, 

"" But, ah LOId~ w!Iere can that be found? 
" P~rhaps not in this grand affembly." 

At 
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. At a place Galled Symfbury are fpme cop. 

per mines that areexh?ufted of their-ore, 

which are converted to a itate dungeon;, 

where, formerly, fuch 'offenders 'as the Ge ... 

neral'i\{femblydid· not ch';Jfe to punifu 
with~a:th were fent, {hewing the huma­

nityatldmildnefsof'the law ; not but, ill 
my opinion, they would have fhewll it 
Jll0re ~onfidetably., by hanging up the \111-

fort11lrtate wretch: for in the: ({)urfe of a 
few. months; after lingering· but a mifera ... 
hIe 'exiftence, the diJfol'ution of nat lire, puts 
Ii period t6 their pain. . Thefe mines Wen~ 

wor$~;m,:lny ye~rsag6" the mihers. bor.;. 

jng near half a mile through a mountain, 
maf\,ing large cells that are for.ty Yatd.g 'be­

loW ; the -.furface. ' 'The prifOlil6.rsare i kt 
dOw'll': by-a. wiridl:afs into this Gifmal ca~ 

vern,: through a hole, whichr'anfwers"the 
purpores of' .conveyi.ng their food arid ai:r; 
as to l~glIt, it fcarcayreaches them. '1 This 

place, Lince the .commencement of thtwar, 
has':been converted to the infamouspu.t:-

pofe 
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pofe of imprifoning Loya1ifts~ to make 
them renollnce their attachment to their 

Sovereign, and yield obedience to, Con.,. 

grefs; and 1 am informed that numbers, 

hav,e been taken fromthek houfes, by: 0r". 

der of the ,A.ff'emb1y J and after a flight ex ... 

aminadon where witpeife$ wet.j:! ~afuypro­

cured, either through malice or' iliterefi. 

they have been hurried away tb this dun ... 

geon, to dr~g on a thort period of -pain 

and mifery,whieh, from the n"ijm~rof 

fteady fpirits who have been imprifoned 

alld expired in it, m?>y~ with gre~t:pr'opri~ 

ety, be called the catacomb of loyalty . 

.l W;;IC;; .\:; ~~l aIlU1liU IUpp"'H:::U:~VIJt;_pe­

euliar to New. Er;2:~q.nd, ,called the -cuba. 

This animal, as it [enJible that hisfa~ 

mily rely on him for T) rotettion, ,. is "ex,. 
tremely tender of them, and never Jor-. 
fakes them. till death'diffolves the union. 

What further difplays his magnanimity 

is, he· never indicates the leaft anger to 
the 
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the, female, though ever fo provoked by 

her. What a charming letTon from na-
I 

ture is this to mankind; and how happy 
would the rational part of the creation 

become, if they did but purfue the exam­

ples of irrational animals. 

Yours, &c, 

L E T-
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MY DEAR l'RI£ND, 

N EW Haven is remarkable for hav. 
ing given the epithet of pumpkin­

heads to the New Englanders, which 
arofe from a fevere and religious cod~ of 
laws, made at the firft fettlement of Con-

. neCticut; which enjoin every male to 
.havehis hair cut round by a cap, and 
whe)J. caps were not readily at hand, they 
fubftituted the hard ihell of a pumpkin, 
which being put 011 their head every Satur­
day, the hair w~s cut by it all round the 

head. 
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head. What religious virtue may be 
derived from this cuil:om, it is difficult to 
find out; certainly there is much pru-:­
dence i~ it, for it prevent-s the hair from 
entangling, faves the ufe of bags and 
ribbons, and prevents it from incommod­
ing the fight by fal1ing over the eyes. I 
am induced to think the cuil:om afofe 
from this caufe, that as they were' fueh 
enthufiafis in religion, and at the fame 
time a lawlefs and profligate people, 
thofe who had loft their ears for herefv, 

J 

1hould not conceal their misfortune- and 
difgrace. 

We pa{fed by a meeting that was fitua., 
ted clofe to the fea, D10re, which about 
three Sundays unce was ,furrounded by a 
party from Long Iiland, at the time of 
divine fervice, and the moil: notorious 
rebels, with the clergyman, were taken 
prifoners. Upon the' alarm the con,fufiOl1 
was great, the congr<i:gation.getting out 

as 
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as faft as they could, each man tak~ng 
the firft horfe he met with, rode away full 
gallop. Some of our party, having mount .. 
ed other horfes, riding after them. An 
inhabitant, who refides near the meeting~ 
informed us that it was a ludicrous fight; 
fome galloping off with their neighbours 
horfes, the owner running after to ftop 
him; others feeking refuge in an adjoin­
ing wood; women fcreaming, fhrieking 
and fainting; and as no mifchief arofe 
from it, it muft have been truly laugh ... 

able. 

Upon our arrival at King's Bridge, it is 
impoffible to defcribe the emotions of joy 
depiCted in the countenance of every 
one; when we had paffed the barrier, we 
felt ourfelves once more at liberty and 
fafe out of the hands of barbarians; for fo 
many fortuitous circumftances had taken 
place from the time we were made prifQ­
ners, that, notwithftanding we received an 

official 
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official accounts of our being exchanged 
from the commiffary of prifoners, and 
obtained bur paffports, frill we did not 
conceive ourfe1ves altogether emancipated, 
till we had got within the Britiili lines. 

The iiland of New York, at King's 
Bridge, is joined to the continent by a. 
fmall wooden bridge, and the country 
around is very rocky and mountainous. 
The river, which feparates the ifland from 
the continent, is a fafeguard againil: any 
fudden invafion of the enemy, and the 
works that are thrown up, which are ex" 
ceedingly [hong, are on fueh command­
ing fituations', that an army would be cut 
to pieces in attempting to pafs it. This 
poil: is fourteen miles from the city of 

New York. 

Our fleet is repamng after the action 
they have had with the French off Chef a:" 
peak B~y, and, when in a condition, are 

. VOL. II. Mm to 
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to fail with a conilderable body of troops. 

which Sir Henry Clinton is to command 

himfelf, in ordel:, if pollible, to fave Lord 
Cornwallis's army. I cannot..defcribe the 
eagernef~ of both navy and ar~y to effett 

it, particularly the former, who are ufing 

the utmoft diligence and labor in the ne­

ceiTary repairs. 

A day or two before we came here, 

Prince William Henry arrived from En~-, 

land, in the Lion of feventy-four guns, 

under the care of Admiral Digby. The 
,Prince has been on !hore, a!1d viilted moil 

of the places in the city and the pofts a­

round it. He is very f4rewd and fenfi­

bIe, making many pertinent remarks and 

obfervations. Not long fince he accofted 
Lieut. Bibby, of our regiment, in the fol­

lowing manner: "Well, Captain Bibby. 

" fo you are in the Adlutant General's 
t. office. I' fuppofe there are "handfome 

(( perquifites." Bibby replit:d, "Upon my 
" word. 
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cc word, your Royal Highnefs is mifin­
~, formed 1 for no one in that office has 
" more tha11 his bare falary." ---" Indeed!" 
exclaimed his Royal Highnefs, with fur­
prize 1 " Well, wellt then youfhould par­
te take of thofe of the Comrnilfaries and 
" Barrack Mafter Generals; for, let me 
"tell you, they have etnoluments enough 
H for both." 

The city of New y' ork frauds on the 
fouthern extremity of the ifland, and its 
fituation is extremely .,delightful; com­
manding fuch a variety of profpeCts, -as 
are the moil: charming that can be con­
ceived. The city 'is momy built upon 
the Eaft River, on account of the harbour. 
In many of the ftreets are rows of trees on 
each fide, for fhelter from the 'amazing 
heats in fummer. Moil: of the houfes are 
built with brick, very {hong and neat, and 
1everal ftories high; many of them have 
balconies on the roof, where company fit 

Mm2 lU 



532 INTERIOR TRAVELS 

ill the [ummer evenings, to enjoy the prof~ 

peet of the oppo.fite fuores and harbour; 
and the roofs are covered with fuingles'. 
The 1treets are paved and clean, but in 
general very nan-ow; there are two 01:" 

three. indeed, which are fpacious and airy: 
The length of the town is [omewhat more 
than a mile, and the breadth of it about 
half a mile. The fituation is reck<;>ned 
healthy, but [ubjeet to one great inconve­
nience, which is the want of frefh water. 

There are [evera~ public buildings, tho' 
but few deferving attention. There were 
two churches, the Old or Trinity Church, 
and the New one or St. George's Chapel~ 

both very large; the former was deftroyed 
by fire: by the remains it appears to have 
been in the Gothic tafte. The latter is 
built upon the model of fomeof the new 
churches in London, and oppoflte to it is 
a fpacious [quare, where, {lands the,park 
of artillery. Befides thefe two, the~'e are 

feveral 
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feveral- other places of w6rfhip, confifiing 

of two Low Dutch Calvinifi churches, two 

.High, one FreilCh; meeting' houfes for 

Lutherans, PreJbyterians; ~akers, Ana­

.lJaptii!:$, Moraviims, and a Jews fynagogue. 
There, is a very :haridfome charity fchool 
fot faty boys ,and ,girls; a good work­

houfe; barracks fora regiment' of foldiers, 

and an exceedibgftrOlig.prifotl. The court­

houfe is not fo confiderable' as might be 

expeCted for fuch a city, and is now con­

.v:ert~d :into a::g.\,l(j:rd-hou[e foe the. main 

'gua!d~ 

The;or:iginalJt)rt was quadrangular, ca .... 
p~e:of mounting fixty pieces of cannon, 

~u~'!now there,. are.hgreat addition's. In 
thi~Joft ftands: the governor's palace, and 
und~(pe~tli, 'the fort IS, a .battery, capable of 

W<?u-nti:tlg ninety-fpur i·gun.S, .and: b~~-acks 
f9r to/9. com ranks '9f foldiers.·· :u pOll a,. 

fmall iJlilnd,oppofite, ·tq.e city, is:an hof­

pita!. f9r ikk alld'~o»n.?ed !eamyn .. 
M m 3. The 
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The North River is fomewhat more 
than two miles over to rat!-l\l~ fIQOk~ 

when~ there is an e,xcee4ing ftrong work: 
oppofite New Y or~! On ~ccount of the 
expof\lre to the north vv:inds, and to the: 
driving of the ice, 4t the wipt~r, {hip~ 

qq.nq~ ~nchor there at that fearon of the: 
year~ and therefore lay up in the Eafi: Ri:­
ver, it being the fafeft ~n~ ~eft~ th,ougq 
the fm;tlleft~ harho~r. 

Th~ fea n~ar New Yor~ affords great 
quantiti~s of oyft:ers~ as w(!ll as varie~y of 
other fea, fi{h~ Lobfters were e~tremely 
"lentiful, of an enqrmous fiie j bllt· af­
ter the ~annQnad~ at Lqn~ lflafld tMy 
forfook the coaft, and not one has been 

• ' ••• ',' ;.' i •••• • 

teen fjn!=e. The manner th~y Erft came:! 
l1pon the cP~ is rather fin~~ar, for a~ 
~hough New Englanq ~bounded with 

them~ none were ever caught here j bU1 
this city was fupplied by the New Eng~ 
landers) whQ brol\gl1t them in gr~at well., 

l>pa~s. 
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boats. One of thefe boats coming thro' 
the- Sound, and,_paffing Hell Gates, a very 

dangerous rocky part, ftruck and fpli~ to 
pieces, and the lobfiers ef<:aped; after 

which they multiplied very faft, and were 
caught in great abundance, till frightened 

,away by the noife of the cannon. 

Havil1g mentioned a place with fuch a 
tremendous name as Hell Gates, it may 
not be amifS to de[~ribe it, which I am 
enabled the mote fu-ily to do, having one 
.afternoon, with a party, made a trip 
np the- Sound and paffed thi.s dangerous 

{pot. .We left New York, with- a fair and 
ftrong breeze, near upon the height of 
tide, as at any other time it is impaffable, 
,and in' about two' hours paffed through 
Hell Gates. It, is reaHy impoffible to- do 
this,. without calling" to mind the de­
kription of SCY'll~ and Charybdis. The 
breadth of the Sound at this place is about 

bali a mile,. but the channel is very nar'" 
M m 4 row, 
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row, not exceeding eighty yards. The 
water ruihes with great rapidity and in 
various currents, only one of which will 
carry a veffel through with fafety; for on 
one fide there is a fhoal of rocks, that 
juft make their appear§l1ceabove the wa­
ter, and on the other a dr~dful vortex, 
produced by a rock lying ab~\lt nine feet 
under the furface, which is·termed. the 
pot; and draws and fwallows every thing 
that. apprpaches it, daihing them .to pieces 
upon the ro(;:k at the bottom> at ftated 
times of the tide this· tremendous whirl­
pool boils furiouDy like a pot,:. and at 
other~ fuc~s every: thing i.pto it like a fun ... 
~wl. 

Nearly 'oppofite to Hell.Gates lies·ano.;, 
ther reef bf rocks, which, that it-may beal' 
fome refemhhlllce of . horror, is named the 
Devil's Frying Pan. The noife: mad((by 
the water in ruihing.over them, may 
be l:ompared to· that of water poured. 

upon 
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upon red hot iron. This alfo draws vef­

fels towards it, to their inevitable defiruc­

tion. 

There are exceeding ikilful: 'pilots to 
navigate through thefe dangerous ilraits~ 

nQtwithilandingwhich !hips are freqllently 
10ft. Before the 'Yar, -it -was'deemed an 
impofiibility for a top':fail veffel to ~'pafs; 
butfinee the c.ommencement, fleets bf 
tranfports, and the frigates that"convoyed 
them, have ventured and accompli!hed it~ 

But what is Hill more •. extraordinary; 
and difplays a noble. inftance' of, cDfil"ilge 
and jnttepidity, that ,gallant feaman, Sir 
Jam~s Wallace, conduCted his'; Majeftfs 
fhip the Experiment, of -fifty guri~ 
through this dreadful channel. 

:At the time d'Efiaign lai off 8~11dy 
l-Io.~k with a l fuperior force~' tmd ,blbcI{ecl 
l;lp the.harbol.lT :of. New:Y ork, he,difF~:he<l 

fome 
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{orne {hips of . the line round the eail: end 

of Long Hland to . cruize in the Sound, 

and to intercept any of the King's {hips. 
At that time Sir James Wallace was cruiz~ 
ing at the mouth, and perceiving· the 
French veffels, failed back into the Sound. 
The French purfued, certain of the prize. 
Sir James faw his danger, and being un~ 
able to engage fuch a fuperior force, ra­
ther than the {hip fhould fall into the 
enemy's hands, made the bold attempt tG 

pafs through Hell Gates; which was thCi! 
wonder and aftoniihment not only of the 
French, who were obliged to return much 
chag.rine~. but of . all the captains of OUl' 

-Heet i as it was ever d.eemed a ra.fhnefs to 
attempt, hUt was accomplifhed by an act 

t>f neceffily. 

This afternoon I went down to the 
beach, t~ fee the whaIe:baat fet off with 
difpatches {or Lord Cornwallis's army,. 
and you' cannot oon.ceive how elated the 

crew 
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(rew were, entertaining an idea of con~ 
veying tidings that WPllld make them joy~ 

fully received. 

As there are open boats, and have fo 
many leag~es to fail before they reach the 
Chef apeak, you muft neceffarily conclude 
the voyq.ge to be attended with Imminent 
panger. Their intention is to coaft along 
fuore, but may be frequently driven out 
pf fight of Jand; the laft boat that came 
from Lord Cornwallis, was in that fitua­
~ion fo.r three days. They eafily evade 
J>eing tak.en, as they can fail infuaUow 
water, and ke_~p dofe in fhore. The boats 
that pafs b€tween the two armies have 
little apprehenfiofl of being captured; ex­
~ept in pafi'lilg through the French fleet at 
~e mQuth of the Chefapeak. 

YoUX'$, ,Otp.) 

L E T-
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LET T.E R LXXVI •. 

MY DfAR FRIEND, 

THOUGH Long lfiat},d, is. in our pof~ 
.. [effion, Jl:!1l.to:wards the· eaft end 

tl1ere are continual; [couting parties~' of 

the :Americ~ns,.t;hat ·STofs the~ound from 

~~~ ConneClicut.fhore, whofefole ~ufinefs 
is to·, phmd~r th.e ,inhabitant s, <1:nd: pick 
up prifoners. 

On"croffing the Eaft River from New 
York you land at Brooklyn, ~hich is a 

iCattered village, confifting of a few houfes. 
At 
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At this place is an excellent tavern, where 

parties are made to go and eat fifh; the 
landlord of which has faved an immenfe 
fortune this war. At a £lnaU difiance from 

the town are fame con£lderable heights, 
commanding the city of New York. On 

thefe is erected a frrong regular fort, with 
four bafiions. To defcribe the works 

throwu up by the Americans upon this 

ifland, would be beftowing more attention 
on the fubject than itqeferves, as they 
2.Ctually cover the whole. They are 
not only on grounds and fituations that 
are extremely advantageous and command­

ing, but works of great ftrength, that I 
am at a 10fs to account for their [0 haitily 

abandoning them, as they were certain by 

fuch a ftep to give up New York. I 

am induced to believe, that Gen. Wafhing­
ton thought the Americans were [0 panic­

ftruck after the engagement, as our troops 
pur[ued them clofe to their lines, that 

they would not ftand an a.ifault,; and if -, 
his 
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his lines were carried he was fenfible there 
was no place of retreat, and that his army 
muft inevitably have been deftroyed. 

Long Wand is the Iargefl: Wand from 
Cape Florida to Cape Sable. It is one 
hundred and thirty miles in length and 
about fifteen miles in breadth, and from 
its formation derives its name. The fouth 
fide, next to the Atlantic) is low, level and 
fandy, with extenfive bays within the land, 
near the length of the Wand; on that fide 
oppofite the continent, the lands are high, 
hilly and broken, but with a number of 
fine bays and harbours. A chain of hills 
runs through the middle of the Wand, tho 
whole length of it, from which there is 
an extenfive view .of the ocean and the ad­
joining continent. 

The Plain is a perfea level, and what is 
a phrenomenon in America, has not a tree 
e;rowing upon it. The foil is faid to be 

incapable 
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incapable of producing trees, or any vege­
tation except a coarfe, grafs, and a kind of 
hrulli-wood or fhrub which feldom grows 

'higher than four or five feet, and that 
only on a particular part of the plain. 

The foil of this plain is a black earth, 
covered with a kind of mofs, and under 
the earth, which is of a fpongy quality, is 
a bed of gravel, which, confequently ab­
[orbing the heavieft rains, prevents the 
water from remaining on the ground; it 
the1-efore naturally follows, that in wet 

[eafons there is abl;mdance of grafs, and in 
dry ones it is entirely parched up. 

, The plain fupports .great quantities of 
cattle, fheep and horfes, which are fup­
plied with. water from the ponds made 
by the inhabitants in different places~ 

and, that they may "retain the rain, have 

clay bottoms,; for what is equally as re-
. markable 
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markable as the· plain itfelf, there are no 
fprings or running water throughout its 
whole extent. This plain is of the na­

ture of our commons in England. having 
no inclofures, and almofl: uninhabited, ex­

cept a few public houies for the conveni­
ence of travellers. 

It is impoffible to defcribe the anxiety 
of everyone when the fleet left this place, 
in full hopes and expectation, although it 
had to fight its way through a much fu­
perior force, it would have been the means 
of faving the gallant and brave army un­
der Lord Cornwallis; but language is lln­
able to defcribe the feelings of every Ibyal 
fubject, when the fleet returned, unable 
to effect fa noble a purpofe; for three 
days before the fleet made the Chef apeak, 
that gallant army had fllrrendered to the 
combined forces of France and America. 

'Vhen. 
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When the Britifh fleet left Sandy Hook, 

Cen. Wafuington had certain i~nte1ligence 
:of it, within forty-eight hours after it 
failed, although at fuch a confiderable dif­
tance as neq.r fix hundred miles, by means 

of figna! guns and alarms. A very noto­
riOl;tS rebel in New York, from the top 
of his h~ufe, hung out the fignal of a 
white :fl.ag, the moment the fleet got un­
der way, which was immediately anfwered 
by the· firing of a gun at a fmall village 

about a mile from our poft at Paulus 
Hook; after that a continual firing of 
cannon was heard on the oppofite fhore; 
and about two days after the fleet failed, 
was the period in which Gen. Wafhington 
was fo preffing for the army to furrender. 
Ther~ is a fecrefy to be obferved in war, 
neceifary to the vJell-conduCting of plans, 
and the execution of any par~icular mea­
fme that is concerted, which, being dif­
elofed, all is fruftrated. This was the caie 
in the prefent inftance: the failing of the-

VOL. II. N n fieet, -, . 
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fleet, by a villain under the . mafk of a 
Loyalift, was revealed to the Americans; 
and to fimilar caufes may be accqunted the 
mapy fatal calamities attending our army 

upon this continent. 

,The 10fs of Lord Cornwallis's army is 
too heavy a blow tp be foon or eafily re­
covered; it evidently mufi: change th~ face 
of affairs: for the war which commenced 
in this country, and ought to hav~ heen 
maintained in the offenfive, mufi: now de­
generate into a difuonorable defenfive; and 
if Great Britain is determined t(} o~ercome 
the Colonies,' fue mufi: fend out a very 
numerous reinforcement in the fpring, or 
the furrender of Lord Cornwailis may 
be confidered as the. clofing fcene of the 
whole continental war in America. 

I have taken my paiiage in the Swallow. 
Packet, which the latter end of the week 

fails for England. I preferred cQming 

home 
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home in the packet rather than a tran..; 
fport, nbt only as it is a better failing 
veftel, aiid having more hands is in lefs 
danger of being captured; but the tranf'" 
ports in general are fo exceedingly crazy, 
and their bottoms fo very bad, owing to 
their iaying; up fuch a length of time 
in rivers, that they are unable to with'" 
fbind the boifterQus winds and waves of a 
winter's paffage'. 

As this is the tall: lettei· you'll receive 
from me in America, permit me, before I 
bid, a final farewe1 to it, to make fame 
few reflections on this unfortunate can .. 

tefl. 

Alfhough America, through France and 
her naval power, may gain independence, . 
the will find in what an aukward predica.; 
ment {he has involved herfelf, and how 
cOllvulfed the proyinces mull: be for a 

N n2 length 
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length of years. As a new fiate fhe mull 

maintain or efiablifh her public charaCter, 
and is bound, by every tie of policy, not 
to defert her allies. 

Alas, deluded Americans! When too 
late, you'll repent your rafhnefs. Let me 
impartially aik. the moft fenfible among 
them, v\rhen the Independency is eftablifh­
ed, will they poffefs that freedom and li­
belty as under the Englifh government? 
If their anfwer is impartial, they muft 
declare, Certainly we fhall not; but in a 
few years perhaps. we may. That period, 
1 am afraid, is at a great diftante.: 

Much, indeed, are they entangled in 
the cabals of a French court, which 
will, fooner or later,- not only endeavour 
to enl1ave them in reality, but dif­
poilefs them of their fouthern provinces. 
It is ~ot without juft groundi I af­
[ert that e'er half a century elapfes, 

America 
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America will be fuing that protection from 
the mother country, which £he has fa un- ' 
gratefully defpifed, to fcreen her from the 
perfecutions and tyranny, of France. They 

",are confciGus of b~ing happy before this 
unfortunate revolution, and will feel that 
they are no longer fo; ~they mull: inevita­
bly regret the change in fullen filen"ce, or, 
if they have any thing like" fpirit left, 
(O,uze into arms again. 

Yours, &c. 

NJ LE T-
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LET T E ~ L?CXVIII~ 

9n board the Swallow facket. S(: Mary's Har~our. 
in the Ijlandsof Stilly, Dec, 81 17SI~ 

MY DEAR FRIENP~ 

ON the da! after our arrival here, Laf(~ 
Dalrymple, who had the cha,rge of 

Sir Henry Clinton's difpatches, apprehen':! 
five that the packet might be qeta,ined for 
a confiderable time by contrary winds1 

,~nd anxio~s to deliver difpatches of fa 
much impqrtance to the nation, hired ~ 
{mall fifhing boat, and, notwithilanding 
it blew a hard gale, regardlefs of the im­

. minent dangers of th~ feas and furround­
ing ~nemf~s, fo much had 4e ~he public 

fervice 
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fervice at heart, that,· nobly braving them, 
he, at the utmoft riik. of his life, fet-fail 
in it fI:om this place, accompanied by the 
Earl of Lincoln', who was a paffenger on 
board the packet. From a lofty eminence 
we faw . the boat leave thefe ifiands, 
while the fea ran fo tremendous high, that 
it was th~ught by every one they never 
could reach the Englifh coaft. 

Strangers who land here, are conduct­
ed to the fpot where the body of that fa.:. 
mous Admiral Sir Cloudefiey Shovel was 
foufld, after his fhipwreck in the year 
1707. It was in a fmall cove called Port-
4e1iik. near what is termed the Tolmens.; 
and j~ is h:mded down by tradition that 
he was difcovered naked, and only diftin.,. 
guifhed from the moft ordinary failorun­
derhis command, Py having round his 
neck a portrait of his royal mifirefs, on 
the reverfe of which, was engrav~d his 

J'lame. 
A fand-
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A fand-bank offering itfelf veryoppor" 
tunely, as if for the very purpofe, he was 
interred under it. Whoever has feen the 
place, will allow ~t would h"!-ve been dou~ 
bly inhuman not to 4ave bqr~ed him? 
w40ev5!r he was. for my Qwn part, it 
recalled to my mind the argument that 
Archytas m~es ~fe qf to befpeak the like 
friendly offic:e. ' 

l).t tu nauta, va~ ne parce malignus ilren~, 
6ffibus & capiti inhumato,' ., 

P artic ulam dare. 
Ho R. Od. xxviii. lib. I. 

Hifrory in~rms us, that the body of 
this great m~n was aftenyards taken up, 
al'ld conveyed to Weft~infter ab~ey. J\ 
fmall pit on t~is fandy green, is ftill vi~ 
fible. 

Pulveris e~g~ parva ~un~ra. Ibid. 

Thefe illands are qf great ~tility in time 
of war, as they afford protettion ~o trad;o 

111& 
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jng veffels and homeward-bound £hips. 
which would by contrary winds, without 
this refuge, be' obliged to beat about in 
~he Channel, expo fed to the danger of 
being captur~d by the enemy. 

The not eftablifhi,ng a packet between 
thefe Wands and the main, is an incon­
venience to he lamented and a ground far 
cenfure. I am confident it would brinr; 
in a great revenue; for, during our 
flay, a packet of letters was given to 
the Captain of our 0-ip, nearly as large 
as that he has brought from New York. 
You wOl,lld fcarcely believe it, but they 
p.ave qeen feventeen weeks without any in­
tercourfe with the country. Such an in­
~ermiffion of correfpondence muil: be ex­
~remely detrimental to trade. A fmall fhip 

. pf about forty tons, to pafs and repafs as 
the weather permitted, would, by freight 
and trade, not only repayexpences, but be 

~ handfome income to the owners. 
The 
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The utility of a frigate bei'1g ftationed 
here, was noticed to me by feveral of the 
inhabitants; for, during this war, a French 
cutter came into the harbour, with a view 
to cut away the ihips at anchor; but a 

. c 
frigate happening to be there at that time, 
the cutter {bee red off, and no otherha$ 
:finc~ mflqe its app~arance; whiCh muff: 

ilrife from the ide~ thC!.t a frigate is actually 
fl:ationed in thefe ifiands. 

The wind coming favorable, the Cap­
tain has defired the paffengers to repair on 

"'oard, 

, Yours, &c. 

LET-
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LET T E R LXXIX. 

;MY DEAR FRIEND~ 

YESTERDAY afternoon we left Scilly 
If1ands, and arrived at this place 

about one o'clock this morning. On go­
ing afhore, defcription would fall exceed­
ingly ihort of the tranfports I felt on fet­
ting my foot once more on my native land. 

• We here learnt, that after a very dan­
gerous paffage, and being nearly captured 
by a French cutter, Earl L-incolq and Lord 
palrymple arrived fafe at Penzance, and a 

few 
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days ago paffed through this place for 
town •. 

The former of thefe noblemen received 
a fhock that muil: have funk deep indeed. 
While they were cnanging horfes, a 
hearfe was fetting off from the fame inn 
for London; and 011 his Lordfhip's en­
quiry concerning it, he was told it was a 
corpfe that had arrived a few days fince 
in the Lillion packet. His curiofity and 
his fears were awakened. It was the 
corpfe of his brother, Lord J~hn Pelham 
Clinton, who, a few months fince, had 
gone over to Lillion for the recovery of 
his' health. A brother whom he pantecJ. 
to meet with---whofe affeCtion was his 
joy and his pride. . Thus are our prouq.,.. 
eil: hopes, like a tower, propt but by·a 
broken reed, which is ever ready to breakJ 
Your own feelings can better exprefs the 
fituation of his heart, on receiving the 

melancholy 
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melancholy information· than my pen IS 

able to defcribe. 

It is remarkable on the very day bef<;m~ 
we put into Scilly Iflands, while we were 
in purfuit of the fhip a-head of us, he 
expreffed vai! anxiety about his brother, 
as he had not had letters from him for 
fame months, adding, with a gloominefs, 
that he hoped he fhould have fame ac­
counts by tha next packet. The fhip then 
in fight proved to be the Lillian Packet, 
which had his brother's dead body on 
hoard. 

Having fully complied with your re­
queft, on my leaving England, of em­
bracing every opportunity to let you hear 
from me, and as this will be the laft of 
our literary correfpondence, permit me, 
before I conclude, to apologize for any in­
acc~raC1es of expreilion, and every little 

fault 
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fault that. may have occurred. And if 
you can believe me diffident enough to 
difrrufi: my own talents, cautious of af­
fuming merit from your too indulgent opi­
nion, and anxious to throw myfelf into 
your arms, it will evince the clearnefs of 
your judgment, and the fincerity of your 
friendfhip for 

Yonrs, &c. 

FIN J ,s. 
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