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Preamble. 

ANNO VICESIMO SEPTIMO 

G E 0 R G I I III. REG I S. 

CAP. II. 

AN ORDINANCE for better regulating the Militia of this Province, and 
rendering it of more general utility towards the preservation and seCUm 
rity thereof. 

W HEREAS the security of the state is the first principle in every well reG 
gulated government; Be it enacted and ordained by His Excellency the 

Governor and the Legislative Council ofthis Province, and by the authority of 
the same it is hereby enacted and ordained, 

ARTICLE I. 

All ersons 1'hat all persons resident within this Province, as well in Towns as in the 
~t:16 ~~~rsa~: country, from the age of sixteen years to sixty, are hereby declared to be Militia. 
60, decla!~~ men, and bound to serve in the Militia of the Parish or Township, or Seigniory 
to be mdllla- 'h ' d d f d f h d f h bl" f h ' 0 men. wherem t ey reSl e; an rom an a ter t e ay 0 t e pu IcatlOn 0 t IS r-

dillance, every person, (excepting such as are herein-after excepted) refusing to 
serve, or neglecting, for the space of one calendar month, to get himself enrol­
led by the Captains of Militia, who are or hereafter shall be appointedby His Ex­
cellency the Captain Generalor Commander in Chief for the time being, within 
the different Parishes, or Townships or Seigniories, shall forfeit the sum of five 
pounds; and for every subsequent refusal he shall forfeit the like sum of five 
pounds, and suffer one month's imprisonment. 

II, 



ANNO VICESIMO SEPTIMO 

G E 0 R G I I III. REG I S. 

C HAP. II. 

ORDONNANCE qui regIe plus solidement les l\1i1ices de cette Province, et 
qui les rend d'une plus grande utilite pour la conservation et surete 
d'icelle. 

L A silrete d'un etat etant Ie premier principe de tout Gouvernement bien Preambule. 

regIe; Qu'il soit statue et ordonne par Son Excellence Ie Gouverneur en 
Chef, et Ie Conseil Legislatif de la Province de Quebec, et il est par ces pre-
sentes, statue et ordonne par l'autorite d'iceux, que . 

ARTICLE I. 

Tous particuliers residens, tant dans les Vines que dans les Campagnes, depuis Tous particue 

Page de seize ans jusqu'a soixante, sont declares Miliciens, et obliges de servir :::r~~~)6iS 
en cette qualite dans la Milice de la Paroisse, Village ou Seigneurie, dans les" jus;u'~ 60~~s, 

11 "1 d" "1"' t d" t '1 bI" t" dOd sont declare~ que es 1 s sont omlCI les; e u Jour e apres a pu lca IOn e cette r on- Milicien5. 

nance, tOllS particuliers (excepte ceux ci-apres mentionnes) qui refuseroT,t de 
servir, et qui n'auroot point ete, dans Ie terns et espace d'un mois, se faire eora· 
Ierpar Ies Capitaines des Milices deja nommes dans Ies differentes Paroisses, 
Villages et Seigneuries, ou qui pourront I'(;tre a I'avenir par Son Excellence Ie 
Capitaine-CMneral, ou Ie Commandant en Chef, pour Iors, encourront I'amende 
de cinq Iivres, et pour tout autre fefus subsequent, une amende de cinq livres et 
un mois de prison. 

B 2 II. 
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('aptain ofmi- II. That all Captains of Militia shall, within tw~ '!l?nths aft~r th~ p~blicati~n 
Iitia to sen~ of this Ordinance transmit to the Colonel of MilItia of theIr DIstrict, or III 
rolls and hsts' . f ffi d 
to their Colo, case of his absence to the senior Field Officer, a roll of the number 0 ,0 ce~s an 
nels. Militia-men fit for service in their respective companies; and also a hst of I?~rm 

persons, of those above the age of sixty years, a?d of every other person ,resIdIng 
within their respective precincts, notwithstandIng they may not be habl~ to 
serve in the Militia ; together with the names. ofylOse who sb~ll have declined 
getting themselves enrolled; and they shall contInue to .transmlt such r?l,ls, and 
lists statinO" such chanO"es as mav have happened, to thelf Colonel of MIlItIa or 
'b b J • bb senior field officer, in the course of the month of March III every year, to·e· y 

them reported to His Excellency the Captain General, or the Commander- in 
Chief, for the time being. 

III. No Militia-man belonginf!.' to any of the country Parishes shall absent him-
Penalty o.n h oJ h h' If' d 'tl t fi t mili'iame~ah-selffo.r more t ana month, nor c ange Ispace 0 res I ence, WI"lOU rs· 

~~I~~~;in:"~~_ giving notice thereof to the Captain or other commanding officer ofthe company 
tice\o. tl~eir he belono~s to, declarilw to him the place to which he is going, under a penalty 
Cal'lams. of forty ~hillings. And every person who shall go to settle Of; to hire himselfin 

another Parish, and shall not g'et enrolled by the Captain or other commandi'ng 
officer there, within the space of eight days, at farthest, after his arrival, men­
tioning the Parish and company of Militia to which he previously belonged, shall 
incur a penalty of ten shillings; and if he neglects getting himself enrolled there 
for the space of fifteen days after his arrival, he shall forfeit the sum ofthirty 
shillings and suffer two moni1ls imprisonment • . 

IV. The captains or other commanding officers shall assemble their respectiye 
At what time • f M'l' , h' h fi k f h 1 the €ompanies COmpallleS 0 I Iha, on suc day In t e two rst wee sot e mont ]s, between 
:;::'b~~d~e as- the last of May and first of September in every year, as shall be directed from the 

Commander in Chief by the Colonel, or senior Field Officer of the District, and 
in case of bad weather on the day appointed,.on such other day in the same weeks 
of those months as the Captains shall fix, in order to review their arms, make 
them fire at marks, and instruct them in their exercise. Such Militia-men as are 
already armed, as well as all others who shall hereafter get arms and will not 
bring them to. such rev.iew~ those who shaH be guilty of disobedience there, or 
who shallleav.e the pla,ce ofrendez-vous without being regularly dismissed shall 
incur a penalty offive shillings for every offence. ,. 

Such Militia-men as. .shall not attend on the days ~xed for exercise, (unless, 
they are prevented by SIckness, or upon good cause assIgned shall have obtained. 
!eave of absence from th~ <?aptain or commanding officer of the company) shall 
mcur a penalty of ten shillIngs, and for every repetition of the offence he shall 
forfeit the sum of twenty shillings. 
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II. Tous capitaines des milices enverront deux mois apres Ia pUblication de Les Capitai-

tt d 1 I d '1' d d' . 'j! d' b nes des Mili-ce e or onnance, au co one es ml Ices es I~tncts respechls, ou en cas a - ces en~err"nt 

sence au plus ancien officier de I'etat major, un rOle du nombre d'officiers et mi- Idles ri~)I~B et 

I · . 'd . d I .., d stes a eurs IClens en etat e servlf ans eurs differentes compagl1les, ainsl qu'un etat es Colonels. 

infirmes, de tous ceux au dessus de soixante ans, et de chaqlle particlllier resident 
dans leurs differentes paroisses, villages ou seigneuries, quoiqu~iJs puissent ~tre 
exempts de servir dans les milices: comme aussi une liste de ceux qui n'auraient 
point ete se faire enroler; et it I'avenir tels roles, avec les change mens qui au-
ront. pu arriver, seront envoyes chaque annee, dans Ie courant du mois de Mars, 
aux colonels des milices, ou aux plus anciens officiers de I'etat major, dont it 
sera fait rapport it Son Excellence Ie Capitatr,e-General, ou au Commandant en 
Chef. 

III. Un milicien des paroisses dans les campagnes ne paurra' s'absenter plus Amende .c.on­

d'un mois, ni changer de domicile sans en avertir son capitaine, ou l'officier Ie ~~~~:,SquT~I'~b_ 
plus ancien de la compagnie, lui annonrant l'endroit ou il pretend aller, S0US sent~ro~t sans 

. d d d h':; I' . . 'bl' en aVOIr don_ peme 'une amen e e quarante c ehns, et ce UI qm Ifa s'eta If, ou s'engager neconnoissall-

t '11 d t . . C • "I I cealeurs ell-pour raVal er ans uoe au re parOlsse, et qUi' ne's'y lera POInt enro er· par e ca- pitaines. 

pitaine, ou Ie plus ancien officier, au plus tard huit jours apres son-arri,vee, 
mentionnant la paroisse et Ia compagnie a laquelle' il appartenait~ payeraune 
amende de dix chelins : et si dans quinze jours il ne s'est point fait enroler, com-
me il est dit ci-dessus~ il encourra une amende de trente ehelins, et deux mois de 
prIson. 

IV. Les Capitaines ou Ies Officiers comma:ndimts assembleront' annuellement' A quel tern!, 

leurs differentes compagnies des Milices tel J' our dans les deux premieres lescomll"gnies , seront assem-
semaines de chaque mois, depl1is Ie dernier jour de Mai jusqu'au premier Sep- bh!es. 

tembre, ainsi qu'il leur sera ordonne par Ie Colonel ou Ie plus ancien Otficier de 
I'etat major du district, en consequence des ordres du commandant: en chef, et 
en cas de mauvais terns, Ie jour fixe~ tel autre jour dans-Ies mgmes semaioes des 
diis mois, que Ies Capitaines fixeront, afin de visiter leurs armes, les faire tirer 
au blanc, et les instruire dans l'exercice des armes. Les Miliciens qui sont deja. 
armes, ainsi que ceux qui Ie seront ci-aprt~s, et qui ne Ies apporteront point a. 
telle revue-; ceux qui desobeiront, ou qui- quitteront Ie lieu du rendez-vous, 
sans avoir ete legalement congedies, encour-ront une amende de cinq,chelinspour 
chaque contravention. 

Les Miliciens qui ne se trouveront point au jour fixe' pour l'exercice (a. moins 
qu'ils n'en soient emp~cbes par mala-die, ou'que sur de bonnes raisons, its amont; 
oDtenu la permission de s'absenter, du Capitaine des Milices, ou de I'Ollie-ieI" 
commandant de Ia compagnie) encourront l'amende de dix chelinsj, et' pOUl! 

ehacune contravention subsequente, celIe de "ingt chelins •. 
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In certain ca- V. Whereas circumstances may render it expedient for th.e seeur.ity of the 
ses detach. frontiers that a body of well-disciplined Militia should be held In readIness, It is 
ments to be' .. E II h C . 
embodied and enacted and ordained by the same authoflty, That HIS xce ency t e aptam 
to march. General, or in his absence the commander in chief, may, whenever he shall judge 

it expedient, draw out and embody detach~ents from such co~panies of Militia. 
as he in his discretion shall think proper, In an equal proportIOn, to march and 
be employed, under such officers as he shall appoint, for any space of time not 
exceeding two years. 

!i~~~n~~dl~~ VI. 'ifhenever His Excellency the Captain General, or the Commander in 
balloted. Chief, shall have issued {lis orders to embody detachments, in the manner direct­

ed by the foregoing article, and shall have approved the distribution made by 
the Field Officer charged with that duty; the Captains of Militia, in obedience 
to the orders they may receive, shall forthwith assemble their companies, and 
make out a roll of the unmarried men, from the age of eighteen years to forty­
five, being able-bodied, healthy, and fit for the service destined for them; and 
from such roll, the Captain or senior officer shall command, or ballot for, if the 
Captain General or Commander in Chief should judge fit so to direct, the num­
ber required to be furnished from his company, and the men so commanded or 
balloted for, shall have four days to prepare themselves, at the expiration of 
which time they shall present themselves at the house of the Captain or other 
commallding officer of the company, who shall cause them to be conducted to 
the place of rendez-vous specified in the said orders. And if any Militia·man thus 
commanded or balloted, refuses to obey, or conceals himself, in sllch case the 
Captain or senior officer shall command the next upon the roll, or ballot for a. 
person fit for the service, and so on, until the number fixed for that company is 
completed. If upon this occasion, or even upon any other occurrence, it should 
happen that there be not a sufficient number of unmarried men in a company, to 
furnish the quota required, in that case, the married men under the age of forty 
sha~l be commanded on the detachment or balloted for the purpose, and be 
oblIged to march, in the same manner, as is above directed to be done by un­
married men. 

Penalty for And whereas the s\lfety of the Provi~ce dep~nds much upon the due obser-
nonattendance f h· . I '. f h . d· . , 
or desertion: vance 0 t, I.S .artIc e, It IS ,urt er enacte "and ordaIned, by the same authority .. 

that all MilitIa-men, commanded for detachments, or ballqted for that purpose .. 
who shall not pff;sent themselves at the place of rendez-volls fixed by the order, 
or shall des.ert, eIther befor;~ or after beingasseITl.bled, shall be liable to be .ap­
p.rehended b~ any. order of the CaptaIns or other commanding officers of the Pa­
rIshes to whIch they may have absconded, who are hereby authorized and en-

joined 
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V. Les circonstances pouvant exiger pour Ia s(Irete des frontieres, un Corps En certain 

d M 'I" "t ffi t 'II t ' d' S E casdesdeta-es 1 Ices pret e su sam men exerce, es statue et or onne, que on x- che:nens se-

cellence Ie Capitaine General, ou en son absence, Ie Commandant en Chef pour- r,!nt incorpo-
, " , res pour mar-

ra, lorsque sa prcvoyance lUI fera juger necessaire, lever et assembler des deta- cher. 

chemens tires dans telles compagnies des milices, a sa discretion, dans une juste 
proportion, pour faire marcher et ~tre employes (sous Ie commandement d'Offi­
ciers qu'il nommera a cet effet) pendant un terns qui n'excedera point deux an­
nees. 

VI. Lorsque Son Excellence Ie Capitaine General, ou Ie Commandant en Chef, Soit par or­

aura donne I'ordre pour lever des detachemens, comme il est dit a l'article pre- ~~~t::s~~t.t!· 
cedent, et qu'il aura approuve la repartition qui en aura ete faite par l'Offieier 
Major charge de ce detail, les Capitaines des Miliees, en consequence des ordres 
qu'ils reeevront, assembleront immediatement leurs compagnies, et feront un 
rale des gar<;ons depuis l'age de dix-huit ans jusqu'a quarante-cinq, qui serO:It 
des gens sains, et en etat de remplir Ie service auquel ils sont destines, alors Ie Ca-
pitaine ou Ie plus ancien Offieier commandera, de telle fale, ou fera tirer au 
sort, si Ie Capitaine General ou Ie Commandant en Chef juge a propos d'ordon-
ner, Ie nombre qu'il aura ordre de fournir de sa compagnie; ceux ainsi com-
mandes ou tires au sort, auront ql]atrf jours pour se preparer : apres ce terns ils 
se rendront chez Ie Capitaine ou autreOfficier commandant de la compagnie, qui 
les fera conduire au rendez-vous indique dans Ie dit ordre ; et si aueun des mili-
ciens, ainsi commandes ou tires au sort, refuse d'obeir, ou se cache; en tels cas, 
Ie Capitaine ou Ie plus ancien Officier commandera, du role, ou fera tirer au 
sort, un hom me en etat de servir, et de mSmejusqu'a ce que Ie nombre fixe pour 
la dite compagnie soit complet. S'il arrivait dans cette occasion, m~me dans 
d'autres circonstances, qu'il n'y eut point assez de gar~ons pour fournir Ie nom-
bre demande, alors les hommes maries au dessous de Page de quarante ans, seront 
commandes ou tires au sort, et obliges de marcher, conformement a ce qui vient 
d'~tre explique pour les gan;ons. 

Et la s(Irete de la Province dependant de I'accomplissement du present article, Amende pour 
'1 d I ' t d ' I" " , "I" " absence ou 1 est e p us statue e or onne par a meme autonte, que tous IlIl lClens com- desertion; 

rnandes ou tires au sort qui ne se rendront point au rendez-volls ordonne, ou qui 
deserteront, devant ou apres avoir ete assembles, seront sujets a &tre arrSt?s par 
tous ordres des Capitaines et autres Officiers des Milices des paroisses ou ils pour-
raient se rHugier, qui sont par ces presentes autorises, et auxquels il est ordonne 
de faire saisir et conduire tels miliciens devaot Ie Colonel des Milices ou Ie plus 

ancien 
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joined to cause such Militia-men to be apprehended and brou~~t befor~ the Colo­
nel of Miiitia or senior Field-Officer, nearest at hand, who, Jomtly wIth any two 
Field-Officer;, is, and are hereby likewise authorized t? ~~ar and examin~ them, 
and if they shall find them guilty, to condemn such MIlItla-men respectIvely to 
pay a fine of ten pounds, and be imprisoned for ?ne month. And after the ex­
piration of such imprisonment, they shall be oblIged to take the place of those 
serving in their stead, who shall then be discharged, and exempted from such com­
mand or balloting, until all the Militia~men of the company shall have taken 
their turn of duty. 

All those who shall have been fined and imprisoned, and who 8h~1! refuse to 
take up the place of those who marched for them, or who shall repeat their de­
sertion, shall incur a penalty of twenty pounds and three months imprisonment, 
by sentence of the Colonel and two Field-Officers of the District, as abovesaid. 

VII, It shall and may be lawful for any Militia-man commanded or balloted 
for a detachment, to put another mnn in his place, upon condition that he him-

M'" self presents his substitute, personally, to the Colonel of Militia of the District, 
may !,~~I:~~m~~ who shall give him a written discharge, provided he approves of the sub5titute 
5LlO.II(u!es ff db' bl f th . 'd' h' h 't h II b ' 0 ere as elOg capa e or e serVICe requIre : In w . Ie case, I s a e con-

sidered that the Militia-man has taken his turn of duty; but the substitute shall 
not after the time of service is over, be exempted from being commanded, or 
balloted for again, in his own turn, equally with the rest of his company. 

VIII. All Militia-men who shall decline doing the duties required of them 
when serving in detachments, or shall disobey their officers while they are under 
their command, shall be summoned before the Field-Officers of the detachment, 
who are hereby authorized to hear and adjudge the offender such punishment as 

PennHy for tI ' t f th 't t d' t l' h disouedience le cucumsances 0 e case may reqUIre, no ex en Ing 0 corpora pums -
"'dhen UJloo ment beyond imprisonment for one month. 

lily, 

IX. The Captains and other officers of Militia are hereby authorized and re­
quired to apprehend all deserters, whether soldiers, Militia-men, or seamen, all 
disorderly persons, vagabonds and persons sowing dissension or disturbing the 
public tranquility: and whoever shall harbour or lodge any persons of the above 
description, without giving immediate notice to the Captain or some other offi-

De'erlers nnd f I I II i' I fi ir ' 
"thers huw 10 Cef 0 t Ie company, ~ la, 10~ t 1e rst ouenc~ Incur a penalty of five pounds, 
,~~,"PllleheDd- and suffer one month S ImprISOnment; and III case of a repetition thereof 

double the penalty, and double the time of imprisonment. For the future~ 
all deserters who shall bave been apprebended, as well as all disorderly 

persons, 
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ancien officier major, Ie plus a proximite, qui conjointemeflt avec deux atitres 
Officiers Majors, sont par ces presentes egalement alltorises de les ecouter et eX-a..; 
miner, et s'ils les trouvent coupables, ales condamner a lIne amende de dix li­
vres, ct a un mois de prison; apres I'expiration de ce terme, ils seront obliges de 
reprendre la place de ceux qui auront matche pour cux, lesquels seront alors 
congedies et exempts d'etre commandes ou tires au sort, jusqu'a ce que tous les 
rniliciens de leur compagnie aient fait leur tour. 

Tous ceux qui auront ete ainsi condamnes a l'amende et emprisbnIies, qui re­
fl.<scroni. de reprendre la place de ceux qui auront marche pour eux, ou qui de­
serteront de nouveau, encourront une amende de vingt livres et trois mois de pri­
son, par sentence du Colonel et de deux Officiers de 1'etat major du district, 
aim; qu'il est dit plus haut. 

VII, II sera permis a un milicien comrnande, ou qui aura tire au sort, pour Les milicienl 

allt:f en detacbement, de mettre un homme a Sa place, pourvu qu'il Ie presente e~~r~~~t 2~tr: 
lui-meme au Colonf'l des Milices du district, qui lui donnera sa decharge parstituts. 
ecrit, si toute fois il juge que l'homllle propose est capable pour Ie sen-ice au-
quel il doit etre employe, dans ce cas Ie milicien sera cense avoir passe wn tour, 
mais Ie volontaire apres la campagne ne sera point exempt d'etre commande ou 
de tirer au sort avec les autres de sa compagnie. 

'. I> 

VIII. Tous miliciens en detachement qui ne feront point 1e devoir qui leur Amen~epour 
d ' . d' b' . , 1 ffi . d' t I' t "1 t desobelssance sera or onne, et qUI eso eHont a eurs 0' clers pen an· e ems qu I s seron dans Ie ser-

SDUS leur commandement, seront cites devant les officiers majors du detache- vice • 

ment,qui sont autorises d'entendre et condamner Ie coupahle a subir telles pu-
nitions, que Ie cas exigera, qui ne s'eteudront point a des punitions corporelles, 
au-ueJa d'un mois de prison. 

IX. Les capitaines et autres officiers does Milices sont, par ces presentes, re- c t 
•• ., , 1\ d ' . I d '1' . ommen ~e. qUls et Ii leur est ordonne, d arreter to us eserteurs, SOlt so ats, ml IClens ou ront a'Tetes 

J 1 C'. • b d t t ttl d' . les deserteurB mate ots, tous rna lalteurs, vaga on s, e ous au res seman a IssentlOn, ou et autres. 

troublant la tranquillite publique: Et qui que ce soit qui favorisera ou logera 
aucuns des gens ci-dessus mentionnes, sans en avertir immediatement Ie capitaine 
ou autre officier de leur compagnie, encourra pour la premiere fois une amende 
de cing livres, et un mois de prison; et en cas de recidive Ie double de Ia somme 
et de la prison. A l'avenir les desrrteurs qui allront ete arretes, ainsi que les 
malfaiteurs, vagabonds et autres ci-dessus nommes, seront conduits devant Ie 
. . C Colonel 
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persons, vagabonds and, oWers oCthe 'above desc.ri ption,. :shall be brought f~om 
Captain to Captain, under the charge of an Officer or Serjeant, and a sufficI~nt 
number of Militia-men who shall be ordered upon that duty by the respective 
Captains, or Command{ng OBicers, before the Colonel of Militia or other ~ield. 
Officer nearest at hand who shall deal with such offender as the law duects. 
The Militia-mef! comn;anded for that duty, who are always to be married. ~en, 
shall march with their firelocks q.nd with at. least four rounds of ammUnitIon, 
and those who shall disobey or suffer any prisoner committed t? ~heir charg.e t.o 
escape through negligence, shall incur a penalty of tw~nty slulhngs; and I~ It . 
shall be proved' that the escape happened through deSIgn, they shall, beSides 
incurring a penalty of five pounds, suffer imprisonment for one month. 

Roll to be X. The Captains of Militia shall keep a roll of the names of all thos.e who 
kept of militia may be employed upon any service, and shall give the Officer or Serjeant con­
~~~.uPO[l ser- ducting the detachment, a duplicate of it, to which shall be added the names of 

those who may have missed their turn, and explaining therein the cause of it, 
whether on ac,count of absence, sickness, or for any and what other reason. And 
as one of the surest means for' preven:ting abuses, the Feld Officers who are charg­
ed with anv particular duties shall keep a registry book, in which shall be in­
serted the ~ames and surn;:tmes of every Militia-man employed in the detachment, 
and the parishes to which they belong. 

Officers of All Captains and ~ther Officers of M~litia who s~all be ~o~victed before~~he Co­
mili.lia mishe-lonel and any two FIeld Officers of havmgacted wIth partIality, by exemptIng any 
~~~~~: to be persons, without being authorized so to do, or of having misused their authority 

from,pique or resentment, shall incur a penalty of five pounds, their commis­
sions shall be annulled,und they shall be constrained to serve as common Militia ... 
men. 

t~nds of m~- ,'XI. Whereas it may l1appen a~ong' the number of Militia-men serving on de­
:;:~m:~t;Uto tachments, that some of them may have lands in cultivation which might suffer 
bll cultivated.' th' b It' h f d' d d d h ' . In elf a sence~ . IS t ere or~ or ame" an e~acte by t e same authonty, 

That the Captam~ or CommandIng Officers of panshes> when ,such cases happen! 
a~e hereby au thorIze:d to' command an,d order all, persons settled wi thin their pre· 
CInots, to do 01; cause to be ,done by cQrVe~, under the direction of an Officer or 
Serje~nt, 'thehusbandr): of suchMilitia~rnen who are absent upon detachments, 
that I? tosay, t() )Jlough and sow th:ir arable land, make and. uphold their fenc(;s 
and dItches, house theIr cfopofhay and corn) and to keep in a tenantable con,. 
dition th~ir buildings;~ And'ifit should happen that any of the said Militia-men 
employed on detachments shQuld have left their famifieswithout one person j'n 
eachho,usej cap'able of doing the ordinatyhouseholdbusiness~ 'the parishes shaH 
, ' . in 
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Colonel des Milices, Ie plus a,proxirnite,de capitaines en capitaines, par un of­
ficier ou sergent et un nQmhre'8uffisant de miliciens, que chaque capitaine ou Ie 
plus ancien officier commandera a cet effet. Les ,miliciens ainsi comrnandes' et 
qui seroni ioujours 4es hommes maries, marcheront avec leurs. fusils et muni­
tions, pour au moins quatre coups, et ceux qui n'obeiront point, ou qui, par ne­
gligen(j~ Jaisseront echappet les prisonniers confies a leurs soins, paycront chacun 
une amende de vingt ehelins, et s'il est prouve que cesoit par malice, o.utre 
une amende de cinq liyresi}s setont mis en prison pour un mois. 
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X. Les capitaines des Milices, tiendr.ont 'des rates de tous eeuxqui seront em- R61eueront 

ployes, et ils en enverrQnt, f.l3g'lfIlierement un dQublepar l'officier ou sergent qui g;a~dt\s des mi-

d . d' h . ttl ' ' d ',' , I helens sur con Liua un etae· ement:, yaJouan e nom e ceux qUl,auralent manque cur leufservlce. 

tour, en expliquant, si c'est par absence, maladie, oupar quel autre motif, et 
comme un des moyens Ie plus sur pour remedier aux abus, les officiers majors 
charges de quelques detai}s ticnd,)'"ont chacun un regltre dans leq uel ils ecriront 
les noms, surnoms, et la paroisse d'ou. sont les hommes ainsi employes., 

Teus capitaines et auires officiers de~ Milices qui scront convaincus devant un 
colonel des Milices ou deux officiers de l'etat major, d'avoir agi avec partialite, 
d'avoir exempte quelqu'un, sans y a"V'oir Ctepleinetnent auto rises, ou qui mes­
useront de leur auto rite, soit par pique,ou ressentiment, encourront une amende 
de cinq Iivres, et seront en outre prives de leurs commissions, et obliges de servir 
comme simples miliciens. 

XI. Pouvan! arriver que dansle nombre des miliciens en detadlement) quel- .~fficierad6. 
. d '1' ff" d 1 b II' mlilces r.rOlll qU'uns auralent esterres en va eur qUI sou nralent· eeur a sence; est a faire I'ou-

ees causes, ordonne et statue, . que les capitaines ou les plus anciens officiers des vfllle. 

paroisses ou il se presenterait des causes sem blables, sont par ces presentes auto-
rises de commander qui que ce soient etablis dans leur district, et de fa,ire faire 
par corvees, sous la direction d'nn officier ou sergent, les travaux de tels mili-
ciens en detachement, c'est-a-dire, laboure,r etensem.encer leurs terres, faire et 
entretenir Ies clotures et fosses, engranger lesfoins et les grains, ayant aussi soin 
d'entretenir les Mtimens en etat, et si quelqu'U11s des dits miliciens en detache-
ment avaient laisse leur famille sans. quelqu'undans chaque maison, capa hIe de 
yaquer aux travaux domestiques, les paroisses seront egalement obliges d'y POUl'-

voir de 1a maniere qqi.vient d't-:tre expliquee, pour les terres.; Etqui que ce soit 
C 2 qui 
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in like manner be ol;>liged to provide for them, 3jS is before directed for the ti.I. 
lage of th~ir land. And whoso~ver ,sball ne.glect ,or refuse to act a~d to obey, JR. 

those servIces, or to find a man In hIS place who IS capable of dOIng the work 
assigned, shall incur a penalty oftwenty shillings for every- neglect or refusal. 

.The Cap.tains, or other Offl·ce·rs commanding companies, who shall be convicted of 
having neglected toeause the differe·nt business of suc,h.· Militia:-men to be do~e: 
with due precaution, and, at a proper season, shall i:ncur- a penalty of fifty shIl­
lings and be deprived 01 their commissions. 

MOd.e of pro- XII. In all cases where the mode of prosecution for the fines and penalties in-
aeculiOD. flicted by this ordinance has not been particularly directed, it is hereby declared, 

'that wherever a fine or penalty imposed shall n:ot exceed~ the sum of forty shil­
lings, anyone Field Officer of the Militia orihe d;~strict where the offence shall 
have been committed,; and· where it shaH exceed,that SlIiTi, and the o·ffender be' 
liable to be impri£oned, or that the breaking of an Officer is in questiqn, the. Co­
lonel with two Field Officers, or any three Field Officel's of the district where the} 
offence shall have been committed, is, and are hereby authorized up,on an infoI'. 
rnation brought before him o·r them, to take cognizance of: and summa·rily t(); 
hear all offences done in contravention of this ordinance, and to inflict the pe­
nalties thereof; to be recovered by Warrant under his or their hands and seals, 
and to render the monies so to be levied into the hands orthe Colonel of the dis· 
trict, who is to be accountable for the same. Subject nevertheless~ in cases 
where the penalties shall amount to, 01' exceed ten pounds, and where there shaH 
be a condemnation to more than oQe month's imprisonment, or the breaking of: 
an Officer, to an appeal before the Captain, General~ or in his absence to the 
Commander in Chief, who is hereby authorized: to hear and determine the same 
definitively. 

~D open Re~ XIII. The Colonels of Militia, as well as the Field Officers oftbe, different, dis-
glSter to be t' h 11 1 h ' "h' kept, nets, s a a. ways av.e an open regIster, contaInIng t erem the names of those 

who shall ~av,e been fined and punished, na~ing the parish to which they be­
long-, mentIonIng the dates, and t,he s~ms whICh they shall have paid::. the space 
of time they shall have been kept In pnson, the causes for· which they shall have 
been cond'emned, and at whose instance; together wit.h the names of the 
Field Officers who shall have been present on each occasion.. 

::e:!opnt~d ~I~, The
f 

Mhem bel'S of His ~aj~sty's Council, the judges; the commISSIOners' 
from sery~n.g or JustIces 0 ,t e peace, the seIgmofs who are Seigneurs primiti'l's the noblesse. 
III the wllltla. om h If th ]" , . u: ' ~ eel'S on a pay, e re IglOus communItIes, and the clergy In general, are 

exempted from sening in the Militia, and may each of them.have one man ser­
vant 
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qui negligera ou refusera d'agir et d'obeir dans ee service, ou de mettre un 
homme ca~able a sa place, encourra une amende de vingt chelins pour chaque 
contraventIOn. 

Les capitaines ou autres officiers commandant les compagnies, qui seront con­
vaincus d'avoil' negliige de faire faire ces differens travaux avec precaution et 
dans Ie terns con-venable, encourront une amende de cinquante chelins et seront 
p,rives de leurs commissions-. 
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XII. Dans fous les cas, otila maniere de poursuivre-l'es amend-es infligees par Maniere d. 

cette ordonnance n'a point He ordonnee, lorsque l'amende imposee n'excedera poursuivre. 

point la somme de q-uarante chelins, un o'filicier major des Milices du district, 
ou la contravention aura ete commise, et lorsque l'amende excedera quarante 
chelins, et qu'il y aura peine d'emprisoflllement contre Ie contrevenant, ou 
cassation d'un oflicie-r:. Ie colonel avec deux officiers majors, ou egaJement trois 
ofi:iciers de I'etat major etant du district, dans lequel ]a contravention aura ete 
commise, est, et sont par ces presentes autorises sur une information faite parde~ 
vant eHX, d'en prendre connoissance et d~entendre sommairement toutes contra-
ventions, contre· Ie sens- de cette ordonnance, pour infliger les peines, et prelever 
Ices amendes par un ordre sous son, ou leur,'l seings et sceaux, et remettre I"argent 
ainsi preleve aux colonels de cha,que district, qui en seront responsables ; sujets 
neanmoins dans Ie cas ou l'amende sera ou excedera dix livres, et ou il y aurait 
contfe Ie contr"evenant cond'amnation IJour plus d'un mois de prison, ou pour 
ca-sser un- officieI':' a un appel pardevant Ie capitaine general et en son absence, 
pardevant Ie commandant en chef, qui est, par ces presentes, autorise. a cet eifet, 
d'entendre et juger detinitivement~ 

XIII. Les colonels des Milices, ainsi que les officiers majors des difl'erens dis- Un regHr. 

tricts, auront toujours un regltre ouvert, contenant les noms de ceux qu'ils au- o~;:~~ sera 
ront condamnes it I'amende, ou punis, nommant les parois~es d:ou iis seront, les g 

dates.et Ies sommes q.u'ilsauront pa:yees, Ie terns qu'ils aurontete detenus dans les 
prisons, les raisons pour, Iesquelles iis alHont, ete condamnes, et ala poursuite de 
qui, de m~me que les noms des officiers majors qui auron! ete presensdans chaque 
action. 

XIV. Les membre~ du C?oseil de S!" ~!"jeste, les juges, les com"mis~aires ~e ex~~~t!~U~~r5 
paix, les seigneurs qm sont seigneurs pflmltIfs, la noblesse, Ies ofliclers a demIC Be,r~ir dansle3 

1 -, 1"" til' "1 t t ' d . wlhces. Faye, ~e8 communautes re 19leusese '. e c erge en genera son exemp es e servu 
dans Ies Mi.lices. POUl'font aussi avoir chacun un domestique exempt. Les 

greffiers 
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vant wbo sball likewise be exempted; clerks of courts, ad~ocates, attOl'tJeys, no­
taries, physicians, surgeons and apothecaries duly authorized to act as such, 
custom-house officers, the students of the seminary or college at Quebec and 
Montreal, sehool-masters duly authorized, one master of a post-house, and one 
assistant to him in each parish, are also exempted from serving in the Militia. 
Millers and one beadle in each parish are likewise exempted fr.om the same ser­
vices. Captains of Militia, the sisters of the congregation, and millers shall have 
one man servant, and masters of post-houses shall have two men servants ex­
empted. Captains of Militia who have honourably retired from the service shall 
with one man servant, be exempted from serving in the Militia, and the widows 
of Captains of Militia, during their widowhood shall enjoy the same privileges; 
as likewise all others whom the Captain-General or Commander in Chief shall 
special1y exempt, under his hand and seal: together with all sllch persons as are 
under or above the age prescribed in this Ordinance, the settlement of which 
question, as well as of every other relative to the age of persons 3:s mentioned 
herein, is hereby left to the Captain of the company in the parish to which he 
belongs. 

XV. And be it further enacted by the same authority, that the several fines 
and forfeitures afore-mentioned, which are hereby granted and reserved to His 
Majesty, his heirs and Sllccessors, for the public uses of this Province, and the 
support of the government thereof, may be applied in the whole, or a propor­
tion thereof, in such manner as the Governor or Commander in Chief of the Pro­
vince for the time being, shall conceive to be most conducive to the services by 
this ordinance intended to be promoted and executed. .And that, the same. and 
the expenditures thereof shall be accounted for to His Majesty, his .heirs and suc­
cessors, or to the Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury for the time being, 
.and audited by his Majesty's Auditor-general for the plantations or his Deputy. 

DORCl-IESTER. 

Enacted and ordained by the authm'ity aforesaid, and passed in Council under the 
public Seal of the Province? at the Council-Chamber in the Castle of Saint 
Lewis, in the City of Quebec, the twenty-third d(1,1J of April, in the twenty­
seventh year ojthe Reign of our Sovereign Lord GEORGE 'THE THIRD, 
by the grace of GOD, of Great-Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender 
of the Faith, and so forth; and in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-seven. . 

By His Excellency's COl1unand, 

J. WILLIAMS, C. L. C. 
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greffiers des cours, les avocats, les procureurs, notaires, les medecins, apoticaires 
ct les chirurgiens, duement autorises, les officiers de la douanc, les etudians des 
seminaires ou colleges de Quebec et de Montreal, Ies maitres d'ecole, duemcnt 
autorises; un maitre et aidc de poste dans chaque paroisse, sont aussi exempts 
du service des Milices. Les meuniers et un bedeau dans chaque paroisse sont 
aussi exempts des m~mes services. Les capitaines des Milices, les sreurs mis­
sionaires de Ja congregation) et les meuniers auront un domestiqu·e ou engage 
exempt; Ie maitre de poste en aura deux. Les Capitaines des ]VIilices ayant leur 
retraite, seront exempts de tous services des Milices, avec Ie droit d'un domesti­
que ou d'un engage aussi exempt; les veuves des Capitaines des Milices, pendant 
leur veuvage seulement, jouiront des m&mes prerogatives. Comme aussi tous 
autres que Ie Capitaine GeI}(~ral ou Ie commandant en chef exemptera speciale­
ment, sous son seing et sceau ; ensemble tous ceux qui sont audess/)us et audes­
sus l'age prescrit dans cet Acte, dont la question sera etablie, ainsi que tout 
autre relative a I'age des miliciens qui y sont mentionnes, ct est, par ces pre­
sentes, laissee au c~pitaine de Ia compagnie d.c laparoissea Iflquelle iis appar.-
tiennent. -
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XV. Et qu:il soit de .plus statue et_ ordonne par la di te autorite~ que les diffe- Applicalioll 

rentes amendes et peines ci-dessus mentionnees, qui sont par ces presentes accor- des ameudu. 

dees et rt~servees a Sa Majeste, ses heritiers et successeurs, pour l'usage public 
de cette province; et Ie soutien de so.n gouvernement, pourront &tre appliquces, 
le tout ou,partie, de la maniere que le Gouverneur en Chef:, ou Ie commandant 
en chef. pour lors, Ie jugera Ie plus convenable, a I'Lisage et aux services que 
cette ordonnance a intention d'entendre et d'executer; et qu'il sera rendu 
compte de ees m&mes amendes et peines, et deI'emploi qui en auraete fait, a Sa· 
Majestc, ses heritiers et successeurs, ou aux commissaires du tresor de Sa Ma-
jeste, qui seront alors; et que tel compte sera examine par l'auditeur-general 
de Sa Majeste, pour les colonies, ou son depute. 

(Signe') DORCHESTER. 
Statul et ordonne- pm' la s'Usdite Cl'Utorite, et passe.'el1 Gonseil sous le Sceau pubUo 

de la Province, en la Chambre el26 Conseil, au Chateau Saint Louis, en la ville. 
de Quebec; ie vingt-fToisieme jouT el'.AvTil, dans la vingt-septielne annee du­
Regne ele Sa Majeste GEORGE TROIS, par la GTaCe de Dieu, Roi de la. 
Grande BTetagne, ele France et d'1Tlande, DefenswT de llfl Foi, ~c. lkc. Sse. ct. 
dans I' a1meede 'r/;otl'e SeigneuT, mil sept cent quatrevingt-sept. 

Par OTelTe de Son.Ex'Cellencc, 
(Signe) J. WILLIAMS, G. C. L •. 

Traduit par OTcLTe de Son Excellence; 
F. J. CUGNET~ S. Eo. 
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ANNO VICESIMO NOND 

G E 0 R G I I III. REG I S. 

CAP. IV. 

Passed tbe AN ACT or Ordinance to explain and amend an Act, intituled, H An Act 
~Oth April, 0 d' C b l' I M'l" f h' p' d 1789, "or r mance lor etter regu atmg t le I ILIa 0 t IS rovmce, an 

Preamble, 

" rendering it of more general utility towards the preservation and se-
" curity thereof." . 

W HEREAS the experience of two years hath shewn the expedienqr of 
making some amendments and additions to the Ordinance passed the 

twenty-third day of April~ which was in the year of Our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-seven and in the twenty seventh year of His Majesty's 
Reign, intituled, "An Ordinance for the better regulating the Militia of this Pro­
" vince and rendering it of more general utility towards the preservation and 
usecurity thereof:" Be it enacted by His Exeellencythe Governor and the Legis­
lative Council and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, that when­
ever any person shall be convicted of the first offence mentioned in the first 
Article of the above recited Ordinance, and shall not have paid the fine of five 
pounds withia forty-eight hours after such conviction it shall be lawful for the 
Field Officers who tried the offence to commit the offender to prison" provided 
such imprisonment shall not exceed the term of one month. . 

II. Whereas inconveniencies have arisen from the Court of Field Officers not 
bei~g authorized ~o dim,inish the fi?es and penalties imposed by the subsequent 
ArtIcles of ~he saId OrdInance; he It enacted by the same authority that the said 
Courts of FJeld Officers shall have full power to reduce and diminish the said 
penalties and fines according to the circumstances of the -case" and their dis­
cretion, 

III. 
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ANNO VICESIMO NONO 

G E 0 R G I I III. REG I S. 

CAP. IV. 
. .Y':; 

ACTE ou Ordonnance pour expliquer et amende? 1m Acte, intituIe, Pas~e Ie 30e. 

" Acte ou Ordonnance pour mieux regler la Milice de cette Province, Ami, 1789. 

H et pour la rendre d'une ulilile plu~ generale pour la preservation et 
" la surele d'icelle." ) 

ATTENDU qu'il est demontre par Pexperience de deux annees qu'il con· 
.. . venait de faire quelques additions et amendemens a l'Ordonnance passee Ie Preambule. 

vingt-trois d'Avril, qui a ete dans I'annee de Notre Seigneur, mil sept cent 
. quatrevingt-sept, et dans la vingt-septieme annee du Regne de Sa Majeste, inti-
tuli~e, H Ordonnance qui regIe plus solidemcnt les Milices de cette Province, et 
u qui les rend d'une plus grande utilite pour la conservation et la surete d'icelle;" 
Qu'il soit statue par Son Excellence Ie Gouverneur et Ie Conseil Legislatif, et il est 
par Ie present statue par la m@me autorite, que lorsqu'aucune personne sem eon­
vaincue de la premiere offense mention nee dans I'article premier de l'Ordon­
nance ci-dessus reeitee, et n'aura pas paye I'amende de cinq livres dans Ie cours 
de quarante llUit heures apres telle conviction; it sera loisible aux Officiers Ma­
sors qui auront siege au proces de l'offense d'ernprisonner Ie convaincu, pourvu 
que sa dHention n'excede pas Ie terme d'un mois. 

II. Et comme il est resulte des inconveniens de ce que les Cours d'Officiers 
Majors n'Ctaient pas autorisees de diminuer les amendes et penalitCb imposees 
par les articles subsequens de la dite Ordonnance; qH'il soit statue par la mSrne 
autol'ite que les dites Cours d'Officiers Majors auront plein pouvoir de reduire et 
diminuer les dites amendes et penalites suivant les circonstances du cas et danll 
lem discretion. 

D 
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III. And be it further enact!'d by the same authority that when the fine shan 
exceed ten shillings, the Court of Field Officers shall consist of the Colonel, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and l\l<Jjor, and in case of the absence of any of them, of 
the Officers next in rank. 

IV. And in order to explain in a clearer manner the times of review fixed by 
the said Ordinance, as well as to anticipate the particular circumstances th:tt may 
require them; Be it enacted by the said authority that the Militia shall assemble 
and be reviewed one day in every month, from the fir3t day of May to the thir­
tieth of September, and at su<;h othe,r times a,s the Commander in Chief shan. 
think necessary. 

V. Be it further enacted, that whoever shall quarrel or insult by abusive words, 
or otherwise, an Officer or Serjeant"heing in the, execution of his office, shall suffer 
puniihrnent according t~ the nature of the offence, by sentence of the board of' 
Field Officers, not exceed ins' however a fine of forty shillings and, fifteen days 
im prisonmcnt. 

VI. Be it also enacted, that the Serjeants of the Towns, Suburbs, and Pre­
cincts, shall not be compelled to serve in the offices G(f ~urors or Constables, as. 
long as they cOliltinue to be Serjeants. .. 

VII. Be it also enacted by the same authority, that it shall be lawfiJl for the 
Governor or Commander in Chief for the time being to make from time to time, 
and issue under his hand, such regulations as he shall think necessary for the 
better discipline of the Militia. Provided neve'rthele~s that the offenders against 
sue h Regulations shall not be liable to, a higher fine than. that of for.ty shillings; 
and to an Imprisonment of m.ore than eight days. 

VIII. And be it also enacted by the same authority, that in the Regulatiol18 
so to be issued for the better discipline of the Militia, either of the fines and pen;­
alties in the said Act mentioned, may be lessened as the Governor, or Com;­
mander in Chief for the time being, shall in his discretion be pleased to ordain 
in manner aforesaid, and that in all levies of the same by Warra nt of distre~ 
or otherwise, the cost and charges attending the levy, shall be also recoverable. 
Provid'ed always that such, costs do not altogether exceed the sum of five s.hil­
lings, ,,:ith a mileage fee in addition thereto of one shilling for every league 'in 
the serVIces, to be computed from the place of the receipt of the Warrant to 
the place of the execution thereof, and in that propodion fora smaller distanc~ •. 

(Signed) DORCHESTER ... 
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III. Et qu'il soit de plus statue par la m~me auto rite que lorsque I'amende 
e~eedera dix ehelins, la Cour d'Officiers Majors sera composee d'un Colonel, 
Lieutenant Colonel et un Major, et en cas de I'absence d'aucun d'entr'eux de 
l'Officier suivant en rang. ) 

ry. Et afin d'expliqner d'une maniere plus claire les terns des revues fixes par 
la dlte Ordonnance, comme aussi de pourvoir aux circonstances particulieres qui 
pourront l'exiger ; Qu'il soit statue par la dite aotorite que la Milice se rassem­
blera et passera en revue un joUl' dans chaque rnois depuis Ie premier de Mai, 
jusqu'au trente de Septembre, et it tels autres terns que Ie COJ;llmandant en Chef 
pourra Ie croire necessaire. . 

V. Qu'il soit en outre statue que quiconque querellem ou insultera un Officier' 
pal' lang'age offensant 011 al1trement, un O~ier on Sergent dans I'execution de 
son devoir, subira une punition suivant la nature du cas par sentence d'une COllf 

d'Officiers Majors,. qui n'excedera pas to utes fois quarante chelins ou quinze. 
jours d'emprisonnement. 

VI. Qu'il soit en outre statue que les Sergens des Villes, Fauxbourgs et Ban­
lieues ne seront pas ten~e servir comme Jures ou comme Connetables aussi 
long terns qu'ils continuent d'Stre Sergens. 

VII. Qu'it soit en OlJtre statue par la m~me autoritc qu'il sera loisible alIi 
Gouverneur Oll Commandant en Chef pour Ie terns d'alors, de faire de terns a. 
autre, et de promulguer sous son Being, te]s reglemens qu'il jugera necessaire' 
pour la meiHeure discipline de la Milice~ Pourvu tOlltes fois que les prevarica­
ieurs a tels n~glemens ne pourront ~tre eand<lmnes a une amende de plus de qua­
rante chelins, ou a un emprisonnem.ellt de plus de huit joms .. , 

VIII. Et qu'il sait de plus statue vada dite autorite, que dans les reglemens; 
.aimi a ~tre promulgues pOllr la meilleure discipline de Ia Milice, les amendes et: 
les penalites mentionnees.dans Ie dit Acte pourront ~tre diminuees de telle rna~· 
niere qu'il plaira au Gouverneur ou Commandant. en Chef du· terns d'alors, dan~. 
sa discretion d'ordonner en Ja rnaniere susdite, et que lOTsqu'elles devront Stre: 

. prelevees par decr~t de Saisie (Warrant of distress,) les frais pourront ~tre re­
couvres. Pourvu toujours que tels frais n'excedent pas ensemble cinq ehelins, 
en outre d'un ehelin additionel par lieue pour Ie service, a compter du lieu OU, 
Ie decr~t est emane jusqu'au lieu de son execution~ et en proportion pour une, 
Ill,oiudre distance. 

(Signe') DORCHESTER. 
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