
~IESSAGE 

FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR IN CHIEF, in answer to the 

Address of the House, relating to the Constitution of the Legislative Council. 

[Received 14th January 1834.J 

AYLMER, 
GOVERNOR IN CHIEF. 

The Governor in Chief communicates to the House of Assembly, for its 
jnformation, an Extract from a Despatch addressed to him by th Secretary of 
State for the Colonial Department, in answer to the Petition of the House, ad­
dressed to the King, which, by desire of the House, was transmitted to the Se­
cretary of State during the last Session, for the purpose of being laid at the foot 
of the Throne: 

" I have also laid before the King, the Address of the House of Assembly. 
I cannot pass over this Document without observation. The object of this Ad­
dress is to pray His Majesty to sanction a Nationai Convention of the people of 
Canada for the purpose of supersrding the Legislative Authorities, and taking 
into their consideration in which of two modes the Constitution of Lower Canada 
shall be altogether destroyed. Whether by the introduction of the Elective 
principlr or by the entire abolition of tIle Legislative Council. On the mode 
proposed His Majesty is willing to put no harsher construction than that of ex­
treme inconsiderateness: to the object sought to be obtained, His Majesty can 
never be advised to assent, as deeming it inconsistent with the very existence of 
Monarchical Institutions. To every measure which may secure the Indepen­
dence and raise the ch:uacter of the Legislative Council, His Majesty will be 
most ready to assent. In 1828, a Committee of the House of Commons careful­
ly investigated the Grievances alleged by the Inhabitants of the Canadas, and 
among them the Constitution of the Legislative Council was a matter of serious 
deliberation. The Committee reported that one of the most important subjects 
to which their enquiries had been directed was the state of the Legislative Coun a 

cil in both the Canadas, and the manner in which those Assemblies had answered 
the purposes for which they were instituted. The Committee strongly recom­
mended that a more independent character should be given to those Bodies, that 
the majority of their Members should not con'Sist of persons holding offices at the 
pleasure of the Crown, and that any other measures that might tend to connect 
more intimately that branch of the Constitution with the interest of the Colonies, 
would be attended with the greatest advantage. With respect to the J udaes, 
with the exception only of the Chief Justice, whose presence on particular o~ca. 
sions might be. necessary, the Co.n~mittee .entertained no doubt that they had 
better not be 1I1\'0lved m the polItIcal busmess of the HOllse. An examination 
of the. Constitut~0!l o~ the ~od~ at that period and the present will sufficiently 
sh.ow In what s'plfIt IllS Majesty s Government have laboured to accomplish the. 
WIshes of ParlIament. The Honse of Assembly state correctly that it has often 
been avowed that the people of Canada should see nothino· in the Institutions 
of neighbourjng C.ount;ies t~ whi~h they should lo?k with ~nvy. I have yet to 
learn that HIS J\l!aJesty s SU?Jects m Can~da entertam such sentiments at pre~ent, 
or that they des:re to copy 10 a MonarchIcal Government all the Institutions of 
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DE SON EXCELLE;\;CE LE GOUVERNEUR-EN-CHEF, en r~ponse a 
I' Adresse de la ChamlH'l' relative ;'\ la Constitution du Conseil Legislatif. 

[H(,~lI J.1. .Ianl'in IS:.:H.] 

:\YL~IER, 
(jUl: VUlN E L It- r ~ -CHEF. 

Le Gou\'I'rneur.en-CheC communique' ;1 la Cham!>re d' A!\semblee pour son 
inforlll:l!ion, I'cxtrait d'une Ill'll('cilc que lui a adressee Ie Secrctaire d'Etat pour 
Ie Dcpartellll'nt Coloni.!I, ell rl'pon~l' ;\ la P{titioll de la Chambre adress{-e au Hoi, 
qui a etl' tr:'llslllisc au Sl'uttaire d'Etat pendant la dernicre Session, d'apres Ie 
\ ll'lI dc la Chambre. ufin li'etre mise all pied du Trbne. 

" , 'ai 311;;,i prcsl't:te all Hoi I'adresse de la Chambre d' Asselllblt',C'. Je ne 
puis m\~mpl'cher de Clire sur ce Document quelques observations. L'objet que 
ron a en Hie p~lr cette adre,'!.', cst de pi ier Sa :\Iajestl~ de vOliloir autol iser une 
Com'cntion ~ati0nale d u Peuple du Bas-Canada, ;\ l'etfet de mettre de dJte le~ 
autoritcs Le~islatives, et lIe prendre en consideration. lequel de deux modes s( ra 
adoptt? pOllr ddruire entierement la Constitution £Ill Bas-Canada; soit que cc 
doi\'e etre par I introduction du principe electit~ Oll par I'entil're abolition du Con· 
sci! L gi~latiL Sa l"Iaje~te \'lut bien dans Ie 1Il0de projett'. ne voir que Ie rcsultat 
d'une ex~reme legerelc; ct Sa :'Ilajestc ne pourra jamais etre avisee de donner 
son 3'51'lltiment a ce projet, VII qu'elle doit considcrer line semblable mesure 
c"mme incompatible an.'c I'existence me'me Je~ institutions monarchiques; 
mais cill' sera disposee volontiers a sa:lctionner toute mesure qui puurrait tendre a 
maintenir l'indcpeneiance, et ~\ c~l'\'er Ie carclctt.-re du Conseil LI:'gislatif. En mil­
huit-cent-\ingt.huit, un Comltc de la Chambre des Communes examina avec soiu 
les (;1 iLl's qu'ont all, gues les Habitans des C.lnadas ; et entre autres la Constitu­
tion du COllseil L'gi,latif fut Ie slljet a'une serieuse deliberation de sa part. Le 
Comite fit rapport que run Je~ objets II'S plus importans sur lesqulis il avait deli­
bere ,,\'ait etc, l'ttat du Con,eit Lcgislatif dans I'un et I'autre Canada, et In ma. 
niere dont ces 3"Sl mulccs a\'aient repondu i\ l'objet pour leqllrI elles av,lient Ltc 
il,stitllee", Le Comitt rl.'commenda \'ivement, que ron donn,lt un caractere plus 
independant a ces corps; que la majoritc des l\lembres ne devait pas se composL'f 
de per~l)nnes ten,mt des emplois sous t.- bon plaisir de la COllronne, et, quc 101lte 
autre mesure, qui aurait I'effet de lier plus etroitement cclle branche dl' la Con~­
titution avec Ie, intef(~ts de la Colonie, produirait les plus grands aV:lntages .. \ re­
gard jes Jllges, it I'exception seule tlu luge-en-Chef, dont la pres, nee pourrait etre 
nt-.::essaire dans des occasions fiarticllliere~, Ie Comit<., n'a pas balance ;\ dire 
qu'il serait mieux poureux de ne pas s'imlliiscer dans la politiquc de ceUe Chambre. 
L'examen de la composition de ce cor!->s a cette cpoque, et de sa composition 
clans Ie moment ac:tuel, fera voir dans quel esprit Ie Gouverllement de Sa MajestL­
s'est e£force de se rendle aux V(£UX et aux desirs du Pallement. C'est avec rai­
son que la Charnbre d' Assemblee dit, que ron a souvent declare que Ie peuple du 
Canada ne devait riell voir d,\ns lei" Institutions (les Pays voisins qu'il put regar­
der avec envie. J'ignore encore, si les slIjets de Sa Majeste dans Ie Canada, eo­
tretienncnt de tels sentimens dans Ie moment actuel; ou, s'ils desirent imiter sous 
un Gouvernement Monarchique, toutes les Institutions d'une Republique; ou, 
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a Republic, or to hare the mockery of an Executive absolutely dependant for 
its existence upon a popular body usurping the whole authori~y of the Stat.e. I 
am not prepared to advise His Majesty to recommend to ParlIament E-O senous fl 
step as the repeal of the Act of 179 J, whereby the I nstitlltion~ of this Country 
were conferred separately upon the Province,> of Upper and Lower Canada. Se­
lious as are the difficulties by which Your Lordship's Admini~tration is beset, 
they are yet not such as to induce me to despair of the practical working of the Ed. 
tish Constitution; but should events unhal'pily force upon Parliament the ex­
e~cise. of its supreme authority to compose the internal dissentions of the Colo­
mes, It. would be my object and my duty as a Servant of the Crown, to submit 
to Parhament such modifications of the Charter of the Canadas as should tend. 
not to the introduction of Institutions inconsistent with Monarchical Govern­
ment, but to maintaining and strengthening the connectlOn with the Mother 
Country b~ a cl?se adherence to the spirit of the British COi1stitution, and by 
preser~l~g m t:'~lr proper place,. and.within th~ir due limits, the mutual rights 
and privileges of all classes of HIS Majesty's SubJects." 

Ca3tle St. Lewis, 
Queue c, I-1tb J:IIlU<lry, 183 L 



posseder Ie simula('rc d'un EXl-Clltif dont l'existcllce dependmit absolument d'un 
corps populaire qui s'arrogerait toutc I'alltorit~ de I"Etat. Je ne suis pas pret ;\ 
~l\'isl'r Sa Majest~ de rccommandcr au Parlement line d(marche aussi serieuse que 
Ie serait celie de rappelcr 1'.Acte de mil-sept-ccnt quatre-vingt-onze, cet Acte qui 
:1 conicre nux Provinces till Haut et Bas-Canada, separcment, Ies Institution3 qui 
existent dans ce Pays-ci. (~llcl'1tll's Sl''!'iCllSCS que soient Ies JifficuItl's dont PAd­
ministration dc "otre ~l'igllellril' sc trollve cnvdoppce, clIes ne sont pas assez 
graves lIt'anmoins pour m'cl1g,lgcr ;\ dcsespcrer dc I'opcratioll pratique de la 
Constitution Brilanniqlle ; mais, si les l'\'l"llell\en~, venaient maIhcurcllsement ,\ 
forccr Ie Parleillent ;\ l'xcrcer son autorit6 sl1pr{lm~, afiu d'appaiscr les dissensions 
intestines dcs CUiOllics. mull objd ainsi que mon devoir, scraicllt de soumettre au 
Parlemcnt tellcs mOllificatiolls;\ Ia Ch:lIte des Calladas, qui pourraient tencirc, 
non l'as .\ introduirc til'S InstitutiollS qui SOllt incompatibles aveC I'existcncc d'un 
GOlivernelllcllt ~lonal citiquc, mais dont l'dld 5cra:t de mailltenil' et de cimenter 
l'lInion avcc b ~ll'n~-Patric, ell adhcrant strictclllcnt a I'esprit de la Constitution 
Britanniquc, ct Cll main tenant dan'> leurs \'l'rit.lhlcs attributions, et dans les bornes 
cOllvcnablcs, les droits ct les pririkges lllutucI:i de toutcs les cla.sses de Sa Ma­
jestc" 

Ch:lteau Sr. LOl1i~. 
Quebec, U ,JamieI' IS II 
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