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QlJESTIONS 

~L' B;\J[T'fRn lSY A 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE, &c. &c. 

I What per,ons take ~l part in the discussions at the Fabr iqlle 
(Vestry' meeting.; in vour Pari3h, Mi,;sion, or Settlement; the 
Notable" (principal Inhabitant:;,) are they admltteil, in what 
case, and who are those Notable,? 

2. How long has that .:ust01Tl existed, and plea,e to. point out 
the change.; which may have taken place in that respect, and the 
periods of such change; ? 

3. Do you know what the custom wao, with respect to the 
election of Marguilliers ,Churchwardens,) and the rendering 
of accounts, in your Parish, Mi<sion, or Settlement, previous to the 
~ 'ession of Canada to Great Britain; and since then, do the Re
cord" of the Fabrique, (Vestry,) or other Documents which may 
be in your possession, pllt it in your power to give any and what 
general information on this subj~ct to the Committee? 

4·' In "uch cases in which the N orables (principal Inhabitants,) 
may have discontinued to form part of the Fabrique I Vestry) 
Meetings, wherein they had before a~sisted,can you state the cause 
to whiCh that alteration is to be ascribed? 

5. If fuch an alteration did tal<e place, was it owing to a r.hange 
in the manner of convocation at Divine Service, or to decision,., of 
Courts of Justice, or to orders or instructions from allY authority 
whatsoever; and at what period did such change in the manner 
of convocation take place? 

6. Have you yourself taken, at the e'ection of Marguillier;;, 
(Churhwardens,) the votes of any other persons than thofe of 
the old and new Marglliliiers, and who were thofe persons, and 
from how many perfons in general at each fuch Election? 

7. In w'hat terms have you yourfelf convoked the Fabrique 
(Veftry) Meetings, a" weli on ordinary occafions, as the rendering 
of accounts, and for the electiop. f Marguilliers, (Churchward
en~) ? 
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QUESTfOI\S 

SOUUISE<., PAI<. l'S 

COMrIE' SPECIAL, &c., &c. 

1. Quelles sont Ie,; personoes qlii prennent part aux delibera
tions des Assemblees dt Fabrique dans votre Paroiife, mission ou 
etablissement ; les hab:tans notables y sont-ils admis, dans quel 
cas, et quels sont ces notables? 

:!. Depuis quand cet usage efl:.il etabli, et voulez-vous indiquer 
le~ changemens qui ont pu avoir lieu a cet egard, et les epoques 
deceschangemens? 

3. Savez-vous que! etait l'usage par rapport a \\!Iection des 
marguilliers et a la reddition des comptes, dans votre paroisse, 
million ou etablissement, avant la cession du pays a la Grande
Bretagne; et depuis, les registres de Fabrique et autres docu
mens dont vous i'tes en po,se flion, vous mettent-ils a meme de 
donner Jes rt nfe~gnemens au Comite fur ce sujet en general? 

4. Dans Ie cas au les habitans notables auraient cesse de faire 
partie des Assemblees de Fabrique, dan~ des cas oll ils yassistaient 
auparavant, pouvez-vous dire a queUe cause cela doit etre attribue ? 

5. Ce change~ent, dans Ie cas ou iI aurait eo lieu, ferait-il dtl 
a un changement dans Ie mode de la convocation faite all prone, au 
a des decisions d('s Cours de J ufl:i<::e, Oll a des ordres ou injonctio11s 
d'une autorite quelconque, et en quel temps ce changement dans 
Ie mode de convocation a-toil eu lieu? 

6. Avez-vous, vous-meme, re<;u a l'election de marguilliers, 
les votes d'autre, perfonnes que des anciens et nouveaux marguil
liers. et quelles etaient ces personnes, et de combien de perfonnes 
en general a cluque telIe election? 

7. Dans quels termes avez-vous fait, vous~meme, la convoca
tion des Assemblees de Fabrique, tant dans les cas ordinaires, que 
pour la reddiiion des cornptes et I'election des m;;rgnilliers? 
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8. Have you yonrself, after having previously called the Nota .. 
bles, (principal Inhabitants,) to the Fabrique (Vestry) Meetings 
in your Parish, Mission, or Settlenient, or in any other, discon
tinued calling them, and at what period, and for what reasons and 
by what orders? 

9. Can you furnish anfwers to the preceding queftions, with 
respect to any Parishe~, Missions or Settlements, which you may 
have previously had the care of, or where you may'have resided? 

10. Is it within your knowledge, that any Parishoners, or Land
holders, within your Parish, Mission, or Settlements, have com
plained of t heir exclusion from the Fabrique (Vestry) Meetings, 
or have taken any fieps in that respect; do you know whether 
any Judgments havoe been given in the Courts, on that subjec.t ? 

II. What is your opinion with regard to the Notables (princi
pal Inhabitants,) being admitted to the Fabrique (Vestry) Meet
tings, on certain occasions; and please to give to the Committee 
the grounds of such opinion? 

12. In cafe the Notables (principal Inhabitants,) ought to take 
a part in the Fabrique (Vestry) Meetings, who ought, in your 
opinion, to be such Notables, and in what manner could that be 
decided upon? 

ANSWERS OF THE CURATES TO THE PRECEDING 

QUESTIONS :-

Parish qf St. Ambroise. 
1. The old and new Marguilliers are the only persons who 

take part in the discussions at the Meetings of the Fabrique. 
The Notab~e Inhabitants have never heen admitted to them. 

2. This custom has existed ever since the erection of the 
Parish. 

3. The Parish was not erected till after the Cession of Canada 
to Great Britain. 

4. Th.e Notable Inhabitants have never formed a part of the 
Fabrique Meetings. 

5. No change has taken place. 
6. I only took, at the election of Marguilliers the votes of the 

old and new Marguilliers. ' 
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8. A vez-vous, vous-m~me, apres avoir appele les notables aux 
Afl'emblees de Fabriq ue dans vutre paroiife. mission Oll etabliife
ment, ou dans aucuo autre, ceife de les yappeler, et en quel 
temps, et pour quelles raifons, ou par quels orC:res ? 

9. Pouvez-vous donfler des reponfes aux queftions precedentes 
par rapport auX paroiifes, millions ou etabliifemens, quevous avez 
precedemment deffervis, ou bien ou vous avez reside? 

10, Avez-vous connaissance que des paroiffiens ou des propri
etaires dans votre paroiife, million, ou etabliifement, fe foient 
plaints d'etre exclus des Aifemblees de Fabrique, ou aient adopte 
quelques demarches ~ cet egard ; favez-vous si des decisions des 
Lours sout intervenues fur Ie meme flljet ? 

I). Quelle eft votre opinion fur la participation des habitans 
notables aux Aifembll!f's de Fabrique, en certains cas, et voulez
vous donner au 'Comite les motifs de cette opinion? 

12. Dans Ie cas Ollies habitans notables devraient participer ;lUX 

Aifemblees de Fabrique en certains cas, quels devraient, dans votre 
opinion, etre ces notables, et de quelle maniere pOllrrair-on Ie de
terminer? 

REPONSES DES CURE'S AUX QUESTIONS PRECE

DENTES:-

Paroisse de St. Ambroise. 
I. Les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux font les feules personnes 

qui prennent part aux deliberations des Aifemblees de Fabrique. 
Les habitans notables n'y ont jamais ete admis. 

2.Cet usage date de l'etabliifement de la Paroiire. 

3. La Paroisse n'ell: etablie que depuis la cession du pays a la 
Grande-Bretagne. 

4. Le5 habitans notables n'ontjamais fait partie des Assemblees 
de Fabrique. 

5. II n'y a point eu de changement. 
6. J e n'ai refiu a l'election des marguilliers que les votes des an

ciens et nOllveaux marguilliers. 



7. In all cases the convocation of the Fabrique Meeting~ wag 
made in the following terms: " the old and new Marguilliers are 
" requested to meet," &c. 

8. The Notables have never been called to the Fabriqne 
Meetings. 

9. I resided for a long time in New-Brunswick; I found .the 
same custom prevailed there as at St. Ambroise. 

10. I have no knowledge of any Parishoners having complain
ed of being excluded from the Fabrique MeetiniP' 

11. There are two kinds of Fabrique Meetings: one for ad
ministering the property of the Fabrique; and the other for the 
election of MargtJilliers. The first, under the controul of the 
Bishop, con fists of the Cure (Curate) and the old and new Mar
guilliers, and is a body very wisely constituted. and to my know
ledge, fulfils the functions whi.ch belong to it, to the -satisfaction 
of the Parishoners; I do not think that any material cbange could 
be made in its organization, without producing di~order. As to 
the second, or the meeting for the election of Marguilliers, it 
might be made more numerous by adm:itting to it a certain dass 
of Inhabitants qualified ad hoc; but, in that case, must it oot be 
apprehended that intrigues may be formed, and parties, and that, 
in consequence persons may be elected as Marguilliers who are 
unfit? And hence the delapidatiou of the funds of the Fabrique? 
My opinion would, therefore be to leave matters upon the old 
footing, and even to give the force of lalV to the almost general 
custom of the Country in that respect. 

12. Should, nevertheless, this custom be desired to be altered, 
notwithstanding the inconvenience of such change, which are 
easily perceivable, I conceive that the persons who might be de. 
signated as Notables, should be limited to a very small number: 
ex. gr. the Seigneuirs, the Magistrates, and the Captains of Militia 
might compose a sufficient addition; or, what would be better 
proprietors of land of such a value, suppose a complete lot of thre~ 
arpents, the greatest part of which was under cultivation, might 
be qualified a~ Notables. 

T. COOKE, p. Curate. 
22d February, 183!. 
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7. Danstous les cas, la convocation des Assemblees de Fabri
que a ete faite en ces termes: Les anciens et nouveaux marguil
liers font pries de s'assemb\er, etc. 

8. Les notables n'ont jamais ete appdcs aux Affemblees de Fa-
brique. . 

9. J'ai long-temps reside dans Ie Nouveau-Brunswick; j'y ai 
trouve Ie meme ufage qu'a St. Ambroise. 

J O. J e n'ai pas connaissance que des pal'oissiens fe foient plaints 
d'Hre exclus des Afiemblt!es de Fabrique. 

11. II Y a deux fortes d' Affemblees de Fabrique, I'une pour l'a4-
miniil:ratlOn des biens de la fabrique, et I'autre pour I'election des 
marguilliers. La premiere, fous Ie contrale de l'Eveque, compofee 
du Cure, des Marguilliero anciens et nouveaux, eft un corps tres
fagement forme, et qui remplit, a rna connaiffanee, au gre des pa
roiffiens les fonctions dont il cst charge: je ne crois pas que l'on 
puiffe en changer confiderablement I'organisation, fan s y caufer du 
desordre. Quant a la feconde ou affemb\ee pour l'election des mar
guilliers, on pourrait la rendre plus nombreuse, en yadmettant une 
certaine c1affe d'habitans quaiifies ad hoc; mais alors, ne ,loit-on pas 
craindre les cabales, et confequemment, I'election pour margl' "
liers de perfonnes impropres? De Ia la delapidation des biens de 
la Fabrique. Mon opinion [erait Jone de laiffer les chofes fur 
l'ancien pied, et me me de donner force de loi a l'ufage prefque 
general d u pays. 

12. Si cependant on voulait changer cet ufage, malgre les 
illconveniens qui se prevoient faeilemenr, je penfe que I'on 
devrait reduire a un petit nombre les perfonnes que l'on fignale
rait comme notab:es, v. g., les feiglleurs, les magiil:rats et les ca. 
pitaines de miliee pourraient former une addition [uffisante, OIJ ce 
qui ferait encore mieux: que I 'on qualifie notables, les proprie
taires d'un bien de telle valeur, d'une terre wmplete de trois ar
pem, dont la plus grande partie serait en culture. 

T. COOK, Pretre, Cure. 

22 Fevrie.·, 13S I. 

B 



Parish Q[ Ancienne Lorette. 
1. The persons who take part in the deliberations of the Fabrique 

Meetings are those who are summoned by the notice given' by the Cure 
:o>.t the sermon on the Sunday on which thf' M('eting is to be held. This 
notice is as follows: This day, after Mass, Messieurs the Marguilliers, 
as well old as new, are requested to meet at the Presbytery, in order to 
proceed to the election of a Marguillier, to succeed the.one whose Itlrn 

it is to quit the" banc·d'a:uvre" (sta.tion of active duty,) as it is called 
in Quebec. It is noc customary in silch notice to summon the Notables, 
and, in fact, it is not known who pass for Notables, and who are truly 
Notables. 

2. I do not know How long this custom has prevailed, and I have no 
knowledge of any alteration. 

S. I can give no reply to this que"ion, not having any knowledge of 
anterior usages. 

4. The Notables, if indeed there are any, and those who might be con
sidered as such, have never assisted at the meeling of Marguilliers in my 
Parish, and nevel' offered themselves. 

5. I have no answer to make to this, as there has been no altera
tion. 

6. No one but the Marguilliers, old and new, offered themselves as 
voters. 

7. On each occasion of giving notice for convoking t~e Marguilliers, 
old and new, I expressed myself thus; Messieurs, &c. as before said. 

S. 1 never called the NOlableit to the meetings of Marguilliers, not 
knowing who theY,were, as I have already said. 

9. I have no other answer to give than that which I have already 
given on this matter. 

10. I have no knowledge of any such. 
II. My opinio~ would be that no persons ought to assist at the meet

ings of Marguilliers, but such as are summoned by the noti~e given by 
the Curate; on account of the abuses which might otherwise be intro
duced •. 

12; To this twelfth question, I cannot give any answer. 
Done and passed at Ancienne Lorette, 

22d February 1831. 

DESCHENEAUX, 
Cure of Ancienne Lorette, and Vicar General. 

Parish Q[ St. Andre. 
The ol,d '1nd new Marguilliers alone take part in the deliberations of 

the Fabnque meetings in my Parish, and the Notable Inhabitants are no!, 



11 

Paroisse de l' Ancienne Lorette. 
1. Les personnes qui pl'ennent part aUK deliberations d~, assam. 

hlCes de Fabrique sont celles qui ont ete averties par l'annol]ce de Mr. 
Ie Cure, faite au pr6ne du Dimanche au se doit faire I' Assemblee. Cette 
annonce est telle qui suit: Aujourd'hui, apres la Messe, Bout pries. 
MM. les margUllliers, tant ancie[Js que nouveaux, de s'assembler all 
Presbytere, afin de proceder a l'election d'un marguillier, pOllr succ6der 
~ celui qui doit laisser Ie banc.d'oouvre ; comme 011 Ie dit a Quet.ec~ 
Dans ceUe annonce I'usage Il'est pas d'appeler Ies notables, et on ne 
connait pas ceux qui passent pour notables, et qui sont v6ritablement 
notahles~ 

2. Je ne sais depuis quand cet usage a etc etabli, et je ne can. 
nais aucun changement. 

3. Je \1e puis rendie compte a cette question, n'ayant aucune connaia~ 
sance des usages precedens. 

4. Les notables, si toute fois il y en a, et qui soient reconnus comme 
telsy n'ont jamais assiste aUK assembIees des marguilliers dans rna Pa· 
roisse, et ne se sont pas presentes. 

5. Je n'ai point de re?onse a faire sur cet article.la, vi.! qu'it n'y a pas 
ell de changement. 

6. Personne ne s'est presente, que les marguilliars anciens et nouveaux: 
pour donner leurs votes. 

7. Je me suis eKplique ainsi it chaql1e annonce pour convoquer les mar
guilliers, tant anciens que nouveaux: MM., etc., comme ci·dessus. 

8. Je n'ai jamais appele les notables aux assemblees des m:uguilliers, 
ne les connaissant- point, cqmme j'ai dejl\. dit. 

9. Je n'ai pas d'autre reponse a faire qlle celie que j'ai deja faite sur cct 
article. 

] O •• le n'ai aucune connaisBance la.dcssus. 
] 1. Man opinion ne serait pas que d'auues que ceUK qui sont appeIes 

par l'annonce de Mr. Ie Cure a5~istassent aUK ass.embleJs d.es marguillicn, 
vu les ahus qui pourraient s'y introduire. 

1 'd. A ceUe douzieme question, je ne saurais y repon~re. 

Fait et pas~e a I' Ancienne Lorette, 
22 F6vrier }831. 

DESCHENEAUX, 
CU/e de l'Ancienne-Lorette at Vicaire·Genl. 

Paroisse de St. Andre. 
:(,e"" marguilliers anciens et nouve~uK seulement pre~Dent part au,,: de

libe~alioll' des Asseroblees de Fabnque de rna Parol3se, et leahabnans 
. , 
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in any case, admitted to them; and.such appears to have been the cus< 
tom ever since the erection of my Parish, which was subsequent to the 
Ceasion of Canada to Gl'eat Britain. The convocation of the F abriqu9 
meetings is lhue made i-On 'such a day, after Mass, the Marguilliers, 
old and new, will meet in the Sacristy, fo", &c. Such was likewi~e the 
custom, as nearly as I can remember, at Bonaventure, a Mission at Cha
leur Bay, wht!re I resided for some time. I have no knowledge that any 
of my Parishollers complained of being excluded from the Fabrique 
meetings. I am of opinion that the affairs of the Fabriques are very 
well managed, without the Notable Inhabitants participating therein, 
considering that to call them to take a share, woultl be an affront to the 
Marguilbers, who are generally chosen from among the most respectable 
persons, and who, if the Parish be of any long standing, are in sufficient 
number to conduct those affairs without the assistance of the others. 
According to my idea, aU tbe decent Farmers ill a Parish, are as notable 
(respectable) one as the otber, all being in the same station of life ; and 
in case it were positively required that others besides the MarguillIers 
should, on certain occasions, take a part in the Fabrique meetings, the 
Parish ought then to make choice of four or five person~ to possess that 
right, either for lite, or during a limited time. 

P. F. LECLERC, PCure. 
St. Andre, 3d March, 1831. 

Parishes if Ange Gardien and Chateau Richer. 
1. The old and new Marguill'ers alone take part in the, deliberations 

at the Fabrique meetings in my two Parishes of Chateau Richer and Ange 
Gardlen. The Notable Inhabitants are only admitted at the meetings 
fur t he election of Margllilliers. 

2. The custom of not admitting any but the Marguilliers in tbe usual 
Fabrique meetings, appears to be as ancient as the Parishes of which I 
have the care; and it has not appeared to me that any change has taken 
place: in that respect. 

3. I do not know what the cuqtom was, with regard to the rendering 
of accounts, and the eleclion of Marguilliers, in the aforesaid Parishes, 
plevioub to the Ces.~ion of Canana to Great Britain; but the documents 
which remain with me, on Ihis subject, all tend to induce me to believe 
that the Notable Inhabitants never were called to tbe meetings, either for 
the election of Marguilliers, or for the rendering of accounts, since ,he 
Cession of the C~untry; and tbis appears to me to prove, that they 
had nn share therem, even before that period. 

4. See my answer to the second question. 
5. See ag~in my answer to the second question. 

. (5. Sinc~ two 'Years I have begun to call, in my two Parishes, the Not-
able r nhabltants: for the election of Marguilliers, who gave their votes ill 
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notables n'y ~ont adlDis dans aucun cas, et tel parah avoir ctti l'usage 
depuis l'etablissement de rna Paroisse, qui est postl:rieul" a 1.1 cession du 
pays it la Grand'e- Bretagne. La convocation des Asscmblees de Fabri
que se fait ainsi : Tel jour, apres la Messe, les marguilliers anciens et 
nouveaux s'assembleront dans la Sacristie, pour, etc. Tel ctait aussi 
l'usage, autant que je m'en sou viens, lL Bonaventure, mission de la Baie 
des Chaleurs, ouj'ai reside quelque temps. Je n'ai aucune connaissance 
que mes paroissiens 5e soient plaints d'etre exclus rles Assernblees de Fa
brique. Je suis d'ol'inion que les affaires de Fabriquc SOllt tres·bien re
glees sans la pal ticipation des habitans notables, vu qu'en les y appelam, 
cela semblerait faire injure aux marguilliers, qui sont ordinairement choi
sis parmi les plus recommandables, et qui, pour peu qu'une paroisse soit 
ancienne, soot en assez grand nom)re pOUI' gerer ces affaires, sans Ie se
cours des aut res. A man avis, tous les honoetes cultivateurs d'ur.e Pa· 
roisse, sont aussi notables les uns qne les autres, etant tout ele marne 
condition; et dans Ie cas au il faudrait absoll1ment que quelques autres 
que les marguilliers participassent aux Assemblees de Fabrique en certains 
cas, alors la Paroisse del/rait choisir qllatre ou cinq personnes qui all· 
raient ce droit ou leur vie durant, Oll pendant ,un tems limite. 

P. F. LECLERC, Ptre, Cure. 
St. Andre, 3 Mars, 1831. 

Paroisses de l' Ange-Gardien et Cltdteau-Riclter. 
1. Les seuls marguiliiers, anciens et nouveaux, pre,lIlellt part aux de

liberations des AssemblCes de Fabrique, dans mes deux Paroisses du 
Chateau-Richer et de I' aoge-Gardien ; les habitans notables ne sont ad. 
mi~ qu'aux assemblces, pour l'eleclion des margullliers. 

2. L'usage de n'admettre que les seuls margllillJers dans les assem· 
blees mdinaires de Fabrique, paraH aussi ancien que les Paroisses que je 
dessers; et il ne parah pas qu'auclln changement ait eu lieu a cet egard. 

3. J'ignore quel ctait l'usage, par rapport a Ia redditioll des comptes 
et l'election des marguilliers, daos mes Paroisses susdites, avant la ces
sion dll pays a la Grande·Bretagnc : mais les docllmens qui me resteot 
it ce sUJet, tendent tous a me persu~der que les habitans potables n'oot 
jamais ete appp.les aux assemblees pour I'flection des marguilliers au pour 
la recidition des comptes, depuis la cession du pays. Ce qui me parait 
une preuve, qu'ils n'y avaieot point de part, me me avant celte cpoque. 

4. Voyez la reponse a la seconde qlle~tion. 
5. Voyez encore la r6ponse a la seconde question. 
6. Depuis deult ans, dans mes (~eux Parpisses, j'ai commence d'appe· 

l~r pour I'election des marguilliers, lea habitans notables qui ont donne 
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~onjunction with the pld and new Marguilliers. Those who offered 
themselves as Notables were, for the most parI, young Settlers, and even 
day labourera i but the number, both of one and the other, was not 
large. 

7. On usual occasions, and for the rendering of accounts, I have fol. 
lowed the custom prevailing in my Parishes, of summoning only the old. 
and new Marguilliers; but, for the election of Marguilliers, I have, for 
the two last years, as I have before said, likewise summoned the Notable 
Inhabitants. 

8. See my· preceediug answers. 
9. I can not give these answers, as I was only for three months the 

Curate of another Parish, before I came hither. 
10. I have no koowledge of any complaint, nor of nny sleps taken in 

this respect, in my Parishes. It was of my own accord that I introduced 
in my Parishes the custom of calling together the Notabl~s~ together 
with the old and new Marguillier5 for the election ofMargUillters. 

11. 1ft-It is evident that when the question to be discussed relates 
to any undertaking or expenditure, to which all the Inhabitants have to 
contribute, by a rate, not only the old and new Marguilliers, and the 
Notables, ought to he called together, but aso all the holders of land. 
In such cascs, all being personally interested, all ought tQ be invited to 
take part in the discussion of them. That is a Parish meetillg. 2d. It 
appears to me to be proper to summon some o~hers besides the old and 
new Maguil1iers to the meetings for the election of Marguilli?rs. The 
Marguilliers not being the representatives of the Mcrrgllilliers 'alone, but 
of the whole Parish, it is certainly proper that they should enjoy the 
confidence, and reunite in thetr persons the suffrages of the generality of 
the ParishonelS. 3d. Excepting these two cases, of the establishment 
of a rate, and of the election of a Marguillier, it is my humble opinion 
that it would be useless to call to the Fabrique meetings any other per
sons than the old and new Marguilliers. In appointing Marguilliers the 
Parishoners confide to them the pecuniary interests of their Fabriques, 
and throw that care upon them, in like manner as the people in electing 
their Representatives in the House of Assembly, have to rely upon them 
for the care of their political interests. The law, or general usage in 
this Country has constituted the old and new Margllilliers into a Cor. 
poration, for the governmcnt of the affairs of tbe Fabrique. This Cor
poration is composed, in each Parish, generally of from twenty to thitty 
members, who are in general, in the most easy circumstallce5, the most 
intelligent, the most decent, and -the most respectable of the Parishoners. 
As Marguilliere, it is their duty to watc!t over the interests of their 'Fab
riques respecdvely ;, as Parishoners they are intere~ted in the funds of 
their Churches; as Proprietors in easy circumstances, they are free and 
independant in their deliberations. Having all successively gone through 
the duties of their Fahriques, they have had the means of becoming <lc· 
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leurs votes, avec Ies matoguilliers anciens et nouveaux. Ceux qui Be sont 
p~esentcs, A en qlJa~te de ~otables, etaient po\.!r la plupart des je,mes ha. 
bltans, meme des Journalters ; et Ie nombre des uns et des autres n'etai t 
pas grand. 

7. Dans les cas ordinaires, et pour la reddilion des comptes, j'ai Buivi 
l'usage de mes Paroisses, de n'appeler que les marguilliers anciens et nou. 
veaux: pour l'election des marguilliels, depuis deux ans, comme je l'ai 
deja dit, j'ai appele aussi les habitans notables. 

S. Voyez Ies leponses preddentes. 
9. Je ne puis donner ces reponses, n'ayant ete que trois mois Cure 

d'une autre Paroisse, avant que de venir ici. 
10. Je n'ai eu cOllnaissance d'aucune plainte, ni d'aucune demarch(', 

faite a cet egard, dans mes Paroisses. C'est de mon propre mouve;nent 
que j'ai introduit, dans mes Paroisses, la coutume de convoquer les nota
bles, avec les marguillers anciens et nouveaux, pour I'election des mar. 
guilhers. 

11. II e&t evident que Iorsqu'il s'agit de deliberer sur quelq~ entre
prise ou depense, II Iaquelle tous les habitans doivent contribuer, par re
partition, on doit appeler non seulement les marguilliers anciens et nou' 
veaux, avec les notables, mais encore tous les tenancierso Taus etant 
interesses personnellement dans ces cas, tous doivent etre invites it pren
dre part aux deliberations. C'est une asssmblee de PalOisse. 2 0 II me 
parait a propos d'appeler quelques aut res que les marguilliers anciens et 
nouveaux, aux assemblees pour I'election des margui!liers. Les marguiL
liers n'etant pas Ies representans des marguilliers seu.\-ement, mais de toute 
la Paroisse, il convient certainement qu'lls aient la con fiance, et qu'ils re
unissent les suffrages du general des paroissiens. 3 0 Hor5 de ces deux: 
circonstances d'une repartition, et de I'election d'un rnarguillier. c'est 
mon humble opinion qu'd est inutile d'appeler aux Assemblees de Fabri
que, d'aulres personnes 'que les marguIlliers anciens et nOllveaux. En 
nommant des marguilliers, les Paroissiens leur confient les illterels de leurs 
Fabrique, et se dckhargent sllr eux de ce soin : de meme Ilue Ie peu
pIe en nommant ses deputes a 10. Chambre d' A.semblee, doit se reposer 
sur eux du soin de se. interers politiqlles. La loi, ou la cOlltume g€:
nerale de ce pays a fait, des marguilliers anciens et nouveaux, une corpo
ration pour la regie des affaires de Fabrique. Cette corporation se com· 
pose, dans chaque Paroisse, communement de vingt a trente membres, 
qui sont en generalles plus aises, les plus sages et les plus honnc!:les gens, 
et les plus respectables de~ paroissiens. En qualite de marguilliers, c'est 
un devoir pour eux de veiller aux' interete de leurs Fabriques respectives : 
en qualite de paroi~siens, ils Bont intcresses aux biens de leurs eglises ; 
en qualite de proprietaires aises, i1s aont Iibres et indcpendans dans leurs 
deliberations. Ayant tous passe successivement, par les charges de 
leurs Fabriques, ils ont eu occasion de .'instruire de I'etat des affaires 
de leurs- eglises, iiB ont du acquerir une experience lltile dan~ lea dellbc-



quainted with lhe conc~rns of their Chu,rches; t:ley have ~cen ahl~ t,o 
acquire an useful experience 111 deliberating. Tl1l3 CorporatIOn, or thIs 
body composed of old and new Marguillier~, pORsesses t?erefore. all 
the qualities requisite for administering tbe affaIrs a; the Fabr.lque, conse
quently, an entire Parish may securely trust to tb: proprlet,y of what 
they do. A,nd what weight, what fresh degree ot prudence or of au· 
thority, would be added to the deliberations of so re~pectable a body, hy 
the opinions of a few individuals, probably perfect strangers to the co~
cerns of the Fabrique? If I may be permitted to compare th~ c JOStl

tution which governs the State, with the ~umble Corp?ratJOn that 
directs the temporal COnC6l'1lS of the Church 111 a small Pal'lbh, the old 
and new Marguilliers, stand in the same relation to the population ot 
each Parish, as do the Members of the House of Assembly to the popu
lation of the Country. The Parishoners are represented by their Mar
guilliel's, who form their Acsembly or their ~ouncil, in the same manner 
as the Subjects in general are represented III the House of Assembly; 
with this difference in favour of the former, that the number of the Re
presentatives of the Parish is larger in proportion than that of the Repre
sentatives d the People. I have shewn the inutility of the Notables 
bemg present at the Fabrique meetings by pointing out the efficiency of 
the old and new Marguilliers, I will add that the admission ·of those 
Notables in the ordinary Fabrique meetings, unless [Ll excessive degree 
of caution was made nse of ill their selection, would only cont I ibute to 
iucrease the embarrassment. t he confusion, and t he discord of such sort 
of mp.etings. This is what sad experience must have taught the greater 
part of those Cures who have had occasion to call Parish.meetiogs for the 
discll,sion of any concerns. Ah!, how, indeed, can it be possible to 
have to do with sensible people, when we have to do with all the world! 
An individual of a turbulent and ambitious character, whom ou that very 
accoullt, the Palish may, perhaps, h"ve looked upon as unfit for the office 
of l\olarguillier, would come and take his seat in a Faurique meeting, in 
his quality of Notable. He would speechify boldly; he would contra
dict with effrolltery peaceable and sensible men; he would take credit 
and, pride, in obstinately opposing every proposition and every measure, 
whIch had not been sugge~ted by himself. Nothing but a man like that 
would be wanted to create discord in the meetings. And where is the 
Parish which call boa~t of not ha"';ng any such man amongst them? 

12. 1st-It appea~s to me that the denomination of Notable ought not 
to be bestowed upon all Proprietors ofland indiscdminately. The reason 
is that, since almost all the inhabitants of the Country Parishes are pro. 
prietors of land, nearly all the Parishioners would be Notables. In that 
case, it must be expected to see in the, Fabrique meetings, both day-la
bourers, aud beggars, fol' our beggars III the Country ar.e, for the most 
part" the owners of their lit!le Cottages. !henc'ef?rwnrd Fabrique 
meetm~s would be converted lnto general Panah meetmgs,-thence!of_ 



rations, Celte corporatioll, ou ce corps de marguilliers anciens et nou
veaux, a donc toutes les qualites requises pour l'administration des af
faires tie Faurique : en consequence to~te une Paroisse peut, en sU1et€, 
se reposer sur Iii sagesse de leurs resolutIOns. Et qllel paid;, quel nOIl
veau degre d~ prudence all d'autorire, pourrait ajouter aux deliberations 
de ce corps respectable, la voix: de quelques :ndlvidus, etrangers peut
etre aux affaires de la F,lbl'iql1e? Les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux: 
sont a la population de chaql1e Paroisse, ce que les l'epresentan5 de la 
C~ambre d' Assemblee ~unt a la popula'ion du pays. tS'il m'est permis 
d'elablir une comparaison entre h constituritln qui regit l'elat et l'hum_ 
ble corporatIOn qui regIe Ie temporel de l'eglise d'une petite Paroisse.) 
Les paroissiens sont represenuls pal' lellrs marguilliers qui forment leur 
Chamure ou leur COl1seil, aussi bien que les sujets en general Ie sont 
dans la Chambre des Deputes: avec cette dIfference en faveur des pre_ 
miers, que Ie nombre des represe'lltans de la Paroisse est plus grand, pro
portionnellement, que eelui des representans du peuple. .l'ai fait voir 
l'inutilite de la presence des notables dans les Assemblees de Fabrique, 
en montrant la suffisance des marguil!iers ancienb et nouveaux. J'ajou
terai que la presence de ces norables, dans les assemblees otdinaires de 
Fabriql1e, a mains d'une prudence extreme dans Ie choix qu'on en pour
rait faire, ne serait propre qu'a aug'menter l'embarras, la coufusion et'la 
division de ces sorles d'ass~mblees. C'est ce ql1'une triste experience a 
pu aprrendre ala plupart des Cures, qui ont eu occasion d'assembler 
leuls Paroisses pour dellberer sur quelques affaires. Eh ! Ie moyen en 
effet de n'avoil' affaire qU'a des gens raisonnal.Jles, quand on a affaire a 
tolll Ie monde! Un individll d'un caract ere turbulent et ambitieux, 
ql1'une Paroisse, pour cette raison, jl1ge peut.~tre indigne de la charge 
d<! marguillier, viendrait s'asseoir dans une ASiemblee de Fabriql1e, e[l 
<Jualite de notable. It s'emparerait avec impudence de la parole; il con. 
tredilait effrontement les gens paisibles et senses; il se ferait un merite ct 
une gloire de &'opposer opiniatrement a toules Ies resolution~, a toules 
les mesures qu',1 n'aurait pas suggerees. II ne fallt qu'un tel homme 
pour porter Ie trouble dans les assemblees. Er queUe Paroisse peut se 
vanter de o'en cumpter aucun de cette eapece ? 

1 '2. II me semble que Ie titre de notable ne devrait pas etre accorde a 
tous les plopriclaires indistinctement. La taison en est qUE' presque 
tous les habitans des parois,es de campagne etant proptielaires, presque 
tnus Ies paroissiens se trouveraient etre des notables. Dans ce cas, on 
devrait s'attendre a voir dans les Assemblees de Fabrique, et les petits 
joumaliers et les mendians ; cal" nos mendians de campagne sont, pour la 
plupart proprietail'es de leurs chaumieres. Des lors les Assemblees de 
Fabrique ae changeraient en assemblees generales de Paroisse: des lars 

C 
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ward discorti and confusion would prevail. 2d. That we ought not 
here to admit as Notables all such as are possessed of a certain property 
or fixed income; for, besides that the tit,es of any certain property or 
fixed income, are generally liable to be disputed, it is well known that 
property is pretty equally distributed amongst our country people, and 
that the difference of t heir incomes usually arise3 from tlleir individual 
labour, activity and industry. Under this consideration, it Nould be 
nearly impos9ible to ~elect such Notable Inhabitants as ought to take 
part in the Fabrique meetings. 3d. That such persons as are possessed 
of a certain education or certain qmdifica r ions which disti nguish them 
from the commonalty, could not either be considered a9 Notables; for 
hlllw could it be possible to determine the degree of knowledge or educa
tion required to be placed in the class of Parish Notables? And should 
it even be fixed by law, who would be the judge to decide as to the 
knowledge possessed by those who might claim to be so qualified by law? 
4th. I think that those persons only ought to be qualified as Notables, filr 
the purpose of taking part in the Fabrique meetings, who are, in fact, 
Notables, (principal Inhabitants,) either in virtue of the elevated rank 
they may hold in the Parish, or of the Offices or Commissions they may 
hold, always conditionally that they be llkewife Prop:ietorA of land in 
the Parish •• Thus, the Seigneur or Seigneurs of the Parish, the Captain 
or Captains and other Commissioned Officers of Militia, the Justices of 
the Peace and other Magistrates, and the Notaries, would be the Notables 
of a Parish. If I am not mistaken such persons as I have just pointed 
out were almost the only Notables recognized by the Ordinances which 
regulated most of the Fabriques in France. I conceive there would be no 
inconvenience, and probably advantage. to be derived from calling SIJch 
classes of persons, who are generally respectable and respected. to take a 
share in the deliberations of the Fabrique meetings; at least in the Coun
try parts. 

CHS. FRS. BAILLARGEON, Priest. 

Parish Q[ Ste. Anne des Plaines. 

1. The MarguiIliers, both old and new, with the Curate of the 
place, alone attend the Fabrique meetings, to the exclusion of 
every Notable whomsoever, excepting in cases when the external 
repairs of the Church or ~he Presbytery come in qu(.'stion, and 
then those Notables consIst of none others than the heads of 
families, land proprietors. 
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Ie trouble et la confusion. 2 0 Que l'on ne devrait pas non plus admet. 
trt' pour I'/otable~>, tous ceux qui possedent un cerlain fonds ou revenu 
fixe; car outre que les litres fondes sur un certain fontls ou revenll fixe, 
sont ordinairemeut slljet it etre conteslees ; 011 sait que la fortune est 
assez egalement partagce chez nos habilans de campagne, el que la d:ffe. 
rence de leurs revenus depend ordinairement de It'ur Iravail, de leur actio 
vile et de leur industriE'. Dans celte supposition, il serait done presqu'im. 
possible de faire Ie choix des habitans notables qui devraiellt prendre part 
aux Assemblees de Fabrique. 3 0 Qu'on ne saurait qualifier notables 
tous ceux qui ont une certaine education, ou certaines connaissances qui 
Irs dislinguent du commlln. Car, comment determiner Ie degte de 
srience Oil tI'hlllcation requis pour etre mis aux rang des notables d'une 
Parois,e? Et lors meme qlle la loi l'anrait fixe, qui sera it Ie juge du sa
voir de ccux qui se p1etendraient qualifies par la loi? 4 0 Je crois que 
ceux-Ia sellis devraient erre qualifies notables, a l'effet de prendre part 
aux deliberations des As,emblees de Fabrique, qui sont en eifel notables 
soit par Ie ning eleve qu'ris tiennent dans la Paroisse, soit par les charges 
ou les commis,ions qu'ils possedent, en supposant qu'ils fussent proprie
taires dans la Paroisse. Ainsi, Ie seigneur ou les seigneurs de la Pa. 
roisse, Ie capitaine ou les capitaines et aUlres (lfficiers superieurs de milice, 
lei! jt1ges de paix et autres magistrats, les notaires, seraient les notables 
d'une Paroisse. Si je ne me trompe, les personnes que je viens de desi
gner etaicnt a-peu-pres les seuls notables reconnllS par les ordonnances qui 
regissaient la plupart des Fabrique~ en France. II n'y aurait aucun in. 
convenient a mon avis, il y aurait peutc!:tre de I'avantage a appeler ces 
sortes de personnes, ordinairement reopectables et respectees, a prendre 
part aux deliberations des Assemblees de Fabi>ique ; du moins dans noa 
campagnes. 

CHs. FRs· BAILLARGEON, Ptre. 

Paroisse de Ste. Anne des Plaines. 

1. Les [euls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux, avec Ie Cure du 
lieu affistent ame Aff'emblees de Fabriqlle, a I'exc]usion de tou t 
not~ble quelconque, exce~te Ie cas ou ii, s'a~it de faire des repa
rations exterieures a l'Eglise Oil au Presoytere; et alors ces no· 
tables ne font aut res que les chef. de famiUes,l'roprietaires. 
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2. Ever since the erection of my Parish, and no alteration has 
taken place therein. 

3. Ste. Anne des !.1laines was not then in existence, my records 
do not of course therefore afford any information on this head. 

4. & 5. The cases mentioned have never occurred in my Par
ih. 

6. I never, at elections of Marguil1iers, took the votes of any 
other parties than those of the old and new Marguilliers; as to 
their number, it runs from ten to twenty, mure or less. 

7. "The Marguilliers, old and new, are requested to meet in 
the Sacristy, at the sound of the bell, when Mass is over, in order" 
&c. &c. 

8. I never fummoned the Notables to the Fabrique meetings. 

9. Wherever I have been; S'llne anfwers as the preceeding. 
10. Never any complaint on that score. 
I L Not only do I augur evil from fuch a participation ofNota~ 

hIes in the Fabrique meetings, but all such of my respectable 
Parishioners who have been made acquainted with these new mea
sures, are as forry for them as surprifed at them, and they are 
unanimously of opinion, and I with them, that such altera
tions are only fit to fow difputes and difcord in families. 

12. If it be positively enforced, which God forbid, th'lt the 
Notables shall be admitted to the Fabrique meetings, I think that 
at least none others ought to be admitted than those who are 
generally known to be persons of integrity and of exemplary 
piety, and not fuch who only leek to create discord, by prejudicing 
minds againil: the Curate. 

Ste. Anne des Plaines, 
] ·t.th March, 1831. 

POIRIER, Priest. 

Parish if Ste. Anne d'Yamachiche • 

. 1. The o~d an~ new Ma:guj!]ie~s alone take part in the Fa
hrlque meetmgs In the Parish of Ste. Anne d'Yamachiche. The 
Notable's are not summonned excepting upon important matters, 
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2. Depuis l'etabliffement de rna Paroiffe, et iI n'efi illtervenu 
depuis aucun changement. 

S. On ne parlait pas alors de Ste. Anne des Plaines; confe
quemment mes regitres ne donnent la.deffus aucun renfeigne
ment. 

4. et 5. Les cas propofes n'ont jamais eu lieu dans rna Pa
roiffe. 

6. Jamais aux elections des marguilliers, je n'ai re<;u les votes 
d'autres perfonnes que des marguilliers :'lOciens et nouveaux; pour 
Ie nombre il eft de dix a vingt, plus ou moins. 

7· Les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux font pries de s'affem
bIer a la Sacriltie au fon de la cloche, it I'iffue de la Ste. Meffe, 
pour, etc., etc. 

8. Je n'ai jamais appeJe les notables aux AifembJees de Fabri-
que. 

9. Partout au j'ai ete. m~mes reponfe~ que les precedentes. 
] O. J amais aucune plainte la-deffus. 
II. Non [eulementj'augure mal de (ette participation des nota

bles aux Affemblees de Fabrique, mais tous ceux de mes respecta
bles paroiffiens qui ant ete informes de ces nouvelles mefures, en 
font auffi afRiges que furpris ; et i;s penient unanirnement, et moi 
avec eux, que ces change mens ne font propres qu'it mettre Ie trou
ble et la divifion dans les families. 

12. S'il faut nece1Tairement, ce qu'a Dieu ne plaife, admettre 
Ies notables aux Affemblees de Fabrique, je penfe, du mains, 
qu'on ne doit y admettre que ceux qui font generalement reconnus 
pour des perlonnes de probite et d'une piete exemplaire, et non 
pas ces gens qui ne cherchent qu'a femer Ie trouble, en indifposant 
les efprits contre Ie Cure. 

Ste. Anne des Plaines, 
14 Mars 1831. 

POIRIER, Ptre, 

Paroisse de Ste. Anne d'Yamachiclze. 

Les feuls marguilliers, anciens et nouveaux, prennent part aux 
Affemblees de Fabrique dans la Paroiffe de Stc. Anne d'Yama
chkhe. Les notables n'y font appeles que pour Ies affaires majeu-
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such as undertaking a considerable expense, for adorning the 
Church, for purchasing paintings, or high priced ornaments. 
The Notables, or rather the Parishioners are also called together 
on occalions of external rE-pairs, rates, affessments, tariffs, &c. 
Further, it has never been specifically ascertained who the Nota
bles are, and when thEY have heen called together, it was rather 
a Parish meeting than a meeting of Notables. 

2. This has been the invariable custom, according to records 
in my poffession. 

3. With respect to the elections of Marguilliers, I believe that 
no regifier was kept of them before 1789; yet it may have been 
that thofe regifiers were defiroyed when the Church was burnt; 
but it was only in 1789, that lYlL I{embert the then Curate called 
a meeting for the election of tW) Marguilliers, at which meeting 
the old and new Marguil1iers affet:1bled and the Notables; which 
practice he foliowed till 1798. He then aifembled only the old 
and new Marguilliers, for three years; which has been continued 
by his Succeffors until this day, without interruption. As to the 
rendering of account" the cUHom has cODstantly since 1789 been 
the fame as with refpeet to the election of Marguilliers; but ac
counts of Marguilliers are found of a much earlier date. In 1764 
Mr. La Garenne de Chefdeville, then M iffionary of Yamachiche, 
caufed the Mlrgnillier in office, to render an account for the year 
1763, before himfelf alone; w hicb. he did every ye<:r till 1773, 
when he cauCed the accounts to be audited in his prefence, by 
three or four Margui!liers. Such was the cufiom till 1789, when 
Mr. Kembert followed, with regard to the auditing of accounts, 
the fame custom he had adopted with regard to the election of 
Marguilliers. 

4. I believe that the only reafon for the Notables having been 
admitted to the Fabrique meetings from 1789 until 1798, was, 
that, at that reriod the Parish of Mac~iche was very much dis
united by lawfuits, that were as protracted as they were ruinous, 
relative to a new locatIOn for the Church. A t that time the 
Curate could only muil:er a minority of Marguilliers at the meet
ings. the others refuling to make their appearance, and therefore 
he would have, in order to be better authorized, found himfelf ob. 
liged to call the Notables to the meetings; which he Jiscontinued 
doing as foon as he found himself with a fufficient nnmber of Mar
guilliers. 

5. This short interruption of ten years in a cufiom of fixty eight 
years fianding, did not arise from any change in the mode of con. 
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res ; telle qll'une entreprife confiderable, pour orner I'eglife, POUl' 

acheter des tableaux Oll ornemens d'un grand prix. On appelle 
a uffi les notables ou plutot les paroiffiens quand il s'agit de repa
rations extirieures, repartition,;, cotif.'ltions, tarif, etc. D'ai.leurs, 
les notables n'ont jamai, ete determin,;', et quand on Je~ appeJait, 
c'etait plutot une aifernbJee de paroiile qu'une aifemblee de no
tables. 

2. eet ufage a ete invariable d'apres les regitres qui font en rna 
paifeffion. 

s. Par rapport;: l'election des m!lrguillers, je crois qu'avant 
1789, on n'en dreifait pas d'acte ; cependant il pourrait fe faire 
que ces regltres auraient ete brides Jors de l'incendie de I'eglife. 
Mais ce n'eO: qu'en 1789, que Mr. Kember!, alors Cure, aifem
bla pour elire deux marguilliers, dans Ja meme aifemblee, les an
ciens et nouveaux marguiliiers et les notables; ce qu'il fit jusqu'en 
1798. Alors il n'aifembla que les anciens et nouveaux rnarguil
lie rs pendant trois ans; ce qui fut continue par fes fucceifeurs juf
qu'aujourd'hui, fans interruption. Quant it la reddition des comp
tes des marguilliers, l'ufage a ete conO:amment Ie meme que pour 
I'election des marguilIiers, depuis 171-9; mais on trouve cies red. 
ditions de c6mptes de rnarguilliers bien anterieurs. En 1764, Mr. 
La Garenne de Chefdeville, alors rniffionnaire d'Yamachiche, fit 
rendre compte, par devant lui feu], au marguillier en charge pour 
l'annee 1763 ; ce qu'il fit tous les ans, juiqu'en 1773, cpoque ou 
il les fit rendre en fa pre fence par devant trois marguilliers ou 
quatre. Tel fut l'ufage alors jofqu'en 1789, ou Mr. Kembert 
{uivit, pour la reddition des comptes, l'ufage qu'il avait pour l'e
lection des marguilliers. 

4. Je crois que la feule raifon pOur laquclle les notables ont ete 
admis aux Aifembl<~es de Fabrique, depuis 1789 jufqu'en 1798 est, 
qu'iI cette epoque la Paroiife de Machiche etait extremement di
visee par des proces auffi longs que ruineux, a I'occafioll d'une 
nouvelle place d'eglife. Alors Ie Cure, ne pouvant avoir dans les 
AifemblC§es, qu'une minorite de marguilliers, les autres n'y vou
Iant pas para1(re, aura, pour s'autorifer davantage, He >oblige d'y 
appeler les notables; ce qu'il ceifa de faire, du moment qu'il eut 
un nombre de marguillic::rs fuffisant. 

5. Cette courte interruption de dix an~, dans un ufage de foix
ante~et-huit ans, ne vient ni du changement dan, Ie mode de la 
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vocation from the pulpit, nor from the Judgment of any Court 
of J ufiiee, nor from any Ordinances or injunctions of any authority 
whatfoever; but sOlely, I conceive, from the difficulties in which 
the Curate then found himfeIf involved. 

6. In my time, the elections of Marguilliers have always been 
unanimously made by the old and new Marguilliers. 

7. " When Mass is over, there will be a meeting of old and new 
lVlarguilliers, in order to proceed to the election of a new Mar
guillier, to alJdit the accounts of fucn a Marguillier, or for 
such or fuch a matter." And if the cafe caIls for the Notables, 
the words" and the Notables" are added. 

R. I always called the Notables to fuch Fabriquc meetings to 
which custom gave them the right of being admitted, and such 
meetings were called " General Meeting~." 

9. I believe I followed thefe customs at St. Fran<;ois, and St. 
Pierre, where I have been Curate, but I do not well recollect what 
the practice was in those two Parishes' Very little was thought 
abollt these matters before the two laft years. 

10. To my knowledge, the Parishioners or Proprietors of Ste. 
Anne d'Yamachiche, have never complained of being excluded 
from the Fabrique meetings, and have nevel' taken any fteps on 
that account. Moreover, I have heard feveral of them lament 
the difputes that existed at Three Rivers. 

11. I anfwer for my Pm ish alone. My humble opinion would 
be that matters should remain as they are. The concerns of the 
Fabrique go on well, the Parishioners are fatisfied, and we might 
fa y to your honorab~e Committee" Weare well off, let liS remain 
so." Twenty or thirty of the most respectabie individuals in a 
Parish ought to suffice for managing an income of from two to 
three thoufand livres, (the amount of the annual expenseg paid,) 
especially with the assifhnce of the General Meetings, and the 
con Cent of the Bishop, when money is required to be drawn from 
the cheft for large undGrtakings. 

12. It appears to me to be a matter of great difficulty 10 deter
mine who are the Notables in our Country Parishes. Neverthe
lefs if they are"to be admitted in our orcinal'Y Fabrique meetings. 
1 would venture to fuggest to your honorable Committee, since 
you require it; that, according to my ideas there might be admit
ted as Notables, the Honorable Members of the Legi,;lative Coun
cil, the Members of the House of Assembly, the Seigneur of the 
Parish, the J uftices of the Peace, the principal officers of rl'lilitia, 
the Physicians and Notaries, Proprietors of land, the Merchants 



vocation hite au prilne, oi de deciCion de Cclur, de Jullice, 
1I0~ plus que d'ordonnance~ ou injonctions d 'autorite quelconque ; 
mal~ feu'ement, je croi" de I'embarras ou. fe trouvait alors Ie 
Cure. 

6. De mon temps, Jes elections de marguilliers ont toujours ete 
faites unanimement par les ancien, et nouveaux marguilliers. 

7. "11 y aura a }'jifue de Ia ~Ieife, une alTemblee deos anciens et 
nouveaux mal"guilliers, pour proceder a I'election d'un nouveau 
marguil!ier,. ___ .. tl0ur recevoir les comptes d'un tel marguillier, 
ou pour telle et telle affaire." Et si Ie cas requiert les notables, on 
ajoute au mot marguiller, "et les notables" 

8. J'ai toujours appele les notables dans les AlTemblees de Fa
brique, dans lesqlldles I'ufage leur donnait droit d'affister; et I'on 
appelait ces AlTemb!ees " AlTeOlblees Generales." 

9. Je cwis avoir fuivi les ufage. i St. Fran<{ois et St. Pierre, oU. 
j'ai ete Cure; mai,; je ne me rappel'e pas bien quelle etait !a pra
tique dans ces deux Paro Hes. On fai,ait fi peu cas de cela avant 
c::os deux derniere.; annees ! 

10. A rna connaiifance, les paroissieos ou proprietaires de Ste. 
Anne d'Yamachiche ne Ceo iontjamais plaints d'etre exclus de.s As
semb:ees de Fabriqu.e, et n'ont jamais adopce au cline demarche -
cet egard. Bien p:ns, j'en ai emendu gemir plufieurs fur les troua 
b'es qu'il y avait aux Trois-Riviere.;. 

J I. Je reponds pour rna f<'LIfe paroifie. Mon humble opinion 
ferait, que Ie" chofes reflaflent comme eiles font. Les afraires d~ 
Fabrique vont bien; les paroiffiens lont conten:;, et nous pOllrrion.,; 
dire it Votre Honorable Co mite : ., Nous fommes bien. lailTez
nous-y." Vingt ou trente des plus relpectables d'une Paroi/fe do:
vent ~tre capable, de gerer un re\enu de deux ou trois mille livres, 
(les depenfe.s annue.les payee,,) Curront avec I'aide des aifemblees 
generales et dll conientement de l'Eveqae, qu,lOd il faut tirer j'ar
gent du coffre pour des entreprile, confiderables. 

12. II me parait extremement difficile de determiner les nota
bles dans nos paroiifes de campagne. Dans Ie ca.- cependant o~ 
I'on voudrait en admettre dans nos aifemblees ordinaire'i de Fabri
que, j'ofe fuggerer i Votre Honorable Comite, puifqu'il Ie veut, 
qU'on pourrait, it man avi" admettre comme notables les hono
rables membres du Confeil Legislatif; Ie;; membre" de la Chambre 
d'Afl'emblee; Ie feigneur de la Paroiife; les jllges e1e paix; les 
principaux officiers de milice ; les medecins et notairef, propric
taires dt: fonds; les marchands qui pOlTecieraient au moins unr;: 

D 
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who are po{fe{fed at leaft of one lot as conceded by the Seignior. 
But this would not include a number of respectable cultivators, 
whom it appears impossible for me to designate; which would 
occasion murmurings, if the arrangements eftablished by ufage are 
deranged. The article signed" Un Ami de Son Pays" in The 
Quebec Gazette, of the 3 I 5t 1 anu:uy 183 I, says nearly the same 
that I might add to this. 

8te. Anne d'Yamachiche, 
23d February, 1831. 

SEV. DUMOULIN, Priest. 

Parish if Ste. Anne, County Q[ llIontmorency. 

1. The old an~ new Marguilliers alone. 
2. As there have never been any Notable~ in my Parish, I can

not answer this question. 
3. The same as at present. 
4. The answer to this queftion is comprifed m that to the 

fecond. 
5 There has never been any alteration. 
6. No. 
7. According to the custom of almoft all the Fabriques of this 

Diocese. 
8· I never have called upon Notables on Fabrique :'usine~s. 

9. All the Parishes which I have had the cure of followed the 
same cuftom as Ste. Anne's of which I am the Curate, in relation 
to the affairs of the Fabriques. 

)0. Never. 
11. If the Notables are admitted to the Fabrique meetings, in 

any case whatever, the greatest inconveniences will be the result; 
as has been the case in France, where they have been obliged- to 
exclude them from thofe meetings, in the greatest number of the 
Parishes of Paris, and in thofe of the country parts of that King
dom. 
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terre, telle que concedee par Ie feigneur. Mais cela n'admettrait pas 
un n~mbre de refp~cta~les cultlvateurs qu'il me parait inlpoffible 
de d~fig~er ; ~e qUi exclte;a ~es murmures, fi I'on derange )'01'

dre etabll par I ufage. , L article figne c. Un Ami de fon Pays," 
dan~ la <?azette de quebec, du 3l Janvier I ~31, dit, it peu de 
chole pres, ce que Je pOlJrrais ajouter ici. 

Ste. Anne d'Yamachiche. 
23 F evrier 1831. 

SEV. DUMOUL.IN, Ptre. 

Paroisse de Ste. Anne, Camhi de Montmorency. 

1. Les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers feulement. 
2. Comme il n'y a jamais eu de notables dans rna ParoiiTe, je 

ne peux point repondre a cette question. 
S. Le meme qu'it present. 
4. La reponfe a celte queftion eft renfermee dans la feconde. 

5. II n'y ajamais eu de c.hangement. 
6. Non. 
7. Suivant l'ufage de prefque toutes les Fabriques de ce Dio

cede. 
B. J e n'ai jamais appele de notables pour les affaires de Fabri

que. 
9. Toutes les Pal'oiiTes que j'ai deiTervies obfervaient la meme 

coutume que Ste. Anne, dont je fuis Cure, par rapport aux affaires 
de Fabrique. 

10. lamais. 
II. Si I'on admet les notables aux AiTemblees de Fabrique, en 

queIque cas que ce fait, il en. rtfultera les plus graves inconveniens; 
camme il eft arrive en France, ou }'on a ete oblige de les exclure 
de ces aiTemblt~es~ dans Ie plus grand nombre des ParoiiTes de Pal
ris et de cclles des ca!Dpagnes de ce royaume. 
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]2. Every ~ultivator, who i~ the proprietor of a lot of land, 
prcducing, upon an average, three hundred mlllots of wheat. 

J. RANVOYZE, Priest. 

Ste. Anne, County of Montmorency, 
21st February, 1831. 

Parish qf St. Anselme de Lauzon. 

1. The persons who take a part in the deliberations of the 
Fabrique meetings in my Pari,h, are the Marguillit!rs, and the 
Trustees. There are not y(t any old Marguilliers, as the Parish 
of St. Anselme de Lauzon was not erected until the first of Octo
ber, 1830. The Notable Inhabitants are not in any cafe admit
ted. 

2. This custom had its origin with the Pari,h: there has no 
change taken place in it. 

3. The Pari,h did not then exi"t. 
4. Same anfwer as the preceding. 
b. Same anfwer as the preceding. 
6. The Trustees named to superintend the b-Jilding of. the 

Chapel of the Parish of St. Anselme, are the only persons who 
have voted at the elections of Marguilliers. . 

7. " The Marguilliers and the Trustees are requested to meet at 
the Sacristy, after service." The Trustees have a ways been con
fidered as confiituting a part of the body of old Marguilliers. 

8. The Notables have never been called to the Fabrique meet
ings. 

9. Tbe Pari,h of St. Anselme de Lauzon, is the fir~t- Curacy of 
which I have had the charge. I resided as Vicaire at Ancienne 
Lorette, and at St. Henri de Lauzon, and the o'd and new Mar
gniiliers were the only perfons who took part in the Fabrique 
concerns 

10. I have nel'er had any knowledge of the Pari,hioners or 
Landholder" in 111y Pari~h having complained of being exc]t;ded 
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12. Tont cultivateur propriel;jire d 'une terre du prod .Iit ordi. 
naire de trois cens minots de ble. 

J. R.-\NVOYZE', Plre 

Sle. Anne, Comtc de ;\Tontmorency, 
21 Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse de St. AnselJllc de Lall::ulI. 

1. Les perfo'1l1es qui prennent part aux deliberation,.; des Aifem
blee, de Fabriqne dan,; ma Paroiife, font les marguillier:; et :es 
(\'ndic,; il n'y a point encore d'anciens margllillier" car la Pa
roiffe de Ste. ;\nfelme de Lauzon n'a pris fon exifl:ence qu'au I er 
Octobre 1830: les habitans notables n'y f:>I1t admi, dans aucun 
cas. 

2. Cet ufage a pris naiil~nce avec la Parolife; il n'y a eu la-
deifU5 aucun changement. 

~:. La Paroilfe n'exifl:ait pas. 
4. Meme reponfe que la precedente. 
5. Meme reponfe que les precedente,. 
6. Les fyndics \lomme,; pour furvei:ler la batiife de la Chapelle 

de la Paroiife de St. Anfelme, font I,s feuls qui aient vote dans les 
elections des marguilliers. 

7 .•• Les marguil:iers et Ie., fyndics font pries de s'aifembler it la 
SacriD:ie apr~s l'Dffice." Les fyndics ont toujours ete regardcs 
comme faifant Ie corps des anciens margllil 'jers. 

8. Les notables n'on! jamais etc appelcs aux Aifemb:ee., de Fa~ 
brique 

9. La Paroiife de St .. I\nfe:me de Lauzon eD: la premiere cure 
que j'ai deffervie; j'ai refioe comme vicaire it l'-\ncienne-Lorette 
et it SL Henri de Lauzon, et les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux 
chai~pt les feuls qui priifent part aux atfaires de la Fabriqllt!. 

10. Je n'ai jamai..; eu conllaiJTance que des paroiffien,; au des 
proprietaires, dans ml Paroiife, [e foient p'aints d' e tre exclu5 dei 
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from the Fabrique meetings, or having taken any lteps in that 
respect. No decisions of any Court have intervened therein. 

1]. My opinion as to the parcicipation of the Notable Inha
tants in the Fabrique meetings, is, that they ought not to be called 
to them, but on occasions when external repairs may be to be 
made, or expences incurred, which they would have to pay with 
their own money; for it an entire Parish were to be assembled, 
for the leaft thing, thl' Marguilliers would be of no use, not taking 
into confideration the noisy di~turbances without end, to which 
we should be continually expofed. 

12. In cafe the Notable Inhabitants muft form part of the 
Fabrique meeting8, on certain occafions, I am asked, who, in my 
opinion, thofe Notab!es ought to be. I think they ought to be 
only the old and new Marguilliers, perfons of well known and 
approved character. I should likewise wish to see amongft them. 
the Seigneur of the Parish, the Magiflrates, and the Captains of 
Militia, provided always that they are landholders. 

St. Anfelme de Lauzon, 
25th February, 1831. 

J. BTE. BERNIER, Priest, 
Curate of St. Anselme. 

Parish Q[ St. Antoine. 

1. The Marguilliers alone are admitted in this Parish to the 
Fabrique meetings. In this we confider ourselves as conforming 
to the Ordinance of the 22d February i675, which expreifes iftelf' 
pretty explicitly on that fubject. 

2. This cu,tom has always been followed in this Parish; unlers 
what follows may be looked on as an exception. 

3. On the 29th September, 1735, two Marguilliers rendered 
their accounts at the fame meeting, and two feparate records were 
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Atfemblees de la Fabrique, 011 aient adopte qnelques demarches a 
cet egard. Des decifiops des COll1"S ne font jamais intervenues a 
ce fujet. 

J 1. Mon opinion fur_la participation des habitans notables aux 
Affemblees de Fabrique efi: : qUE' I'on ne devrait les y appeler que 
dans Ie cas ou il faudrait faire des reparations exterieures ou des 
depenles qu'ils feraient obliges de payer de leur propre argent; car 
s'il failait affembler toute une Paroiffe pour la moindre chofe, les 
marguilliers deviendl aient des gens inutiles, fans parler du bruit et 
des contefi:ations fans fin auxquelies on ferait colltinuellement ex
pofe. 

12. Dans Ie cas ou les habitans notables devraient participer aux 
Affemblees de Fabrique, en certains cas, quels devra'ent, dans mon 
opinion, etre ces notables? J e penfe que ce devrait etre [eule
ment les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers, gens d'un caractere 
bien connu et approuve. J'aimerais auffi a y voir Ie feigneur de la 
Paroiffe, Ie., magifi:rat~ et les capitaines de milice pourvu toujours 
qu'ils fulTent proprietaires. 

St. Anfelme de Lauzon, 
25 Fevrier 1831. 

J BTE. BERNIER, l'retre, 

Cure de St. AnMl~e. 

Paroisse de St. Antoine. 

1. Les marguillicrs feuls dans certe Paroi!fe font arlmis allx As
femblees Jc Fabrique. En cela nous croyons nous 'conformer a 
l'Ordonnance du 22 Fevrier 1675, qui s'exprime a!fez forl14elle
ment la-deffus. 

2. eet uflge a toujours ete fuivi dans cette Paroiife, a mains que 
l'on ne regarde ce qui fuit comme une exception. 

S. Le 29 Septembre 1735, deux loarguilliers rendent leurs 
comptes dans une meme., aifemblee, et il en efi: dre1fC deux acte, 
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made of them. In one it is faid that it was done" in the presence 
of the old and new Marguilliers and of the Captain": in the other 
that" Pierre Lambert, &c. being old Marguilliers "nd Inhabitants 
were prefent." This form of record was followed fOl' the two 
fucceeding years. Since the 19th January, 1738, it is clearly ex
preffed in a!\ the record. of the rendering of accounts that the old 
and new Marguillier5 alone conl1ituted the meeting~, unlefs 1799 
be excepted, when the Seigneur was there, and from 180 I to 
I HOG, inc!u.;ively, when Mr. Noel, Junior, then Seigneur alw as~ 
.i~ted at them, ill order, as J have heard him/elf say, to give fati~
faction to the Curate and the Marguilliers During the next 
eight following years, the Margllillier~ being in the habit of hav
ing their accounts kept, fometimes by a Notaty. and fometimes by 
fome other Writer, thefe refpectively were prefent when the ac
counts were delivered in, as well for the purpofe of fpeaking in be
half of thofe who had employed them. a~ of fimpiy reading over 
and explaining thofe accqunt'i. As to the dection of Marguilliers 
no mention is made ot it in the records, until 1791 : but it i· the 
conl1ant and uniform tradition here that the Marguilliers alone 
attended the meetings betore that period: Since any records 
have been ,kept of the matter, it appears that the electIOns were 
made, wittiout calling in any other perfons lhan the Marguilliers. 

4. The anfwer to this quefton may be deduLed from what pre
cedes. I wil\ neverthe~efs take the liberty of making the following 
oblervation: Although the Captain and the Inhabitants appear to 
have been prefellt at the rendering of the accounts during the years 
1735. 17:06, and 1';';17, I am inciined to believe that the Captain 
was himCe!f a Marguillier ; for it wa"s then very rarely, if not unex
ampled, that that Officer did not unite in his own ped-on thofe two 
situations As, during thoCe three years, thErt' had been many 
external repairs to the Church, it may have been that the Inha
bitants, in order to fave themCelves the trouble of appointing 
'frustees, and to. get them authorized by the Intendant, empow
ered the Marguilliers to make the repairs, who, on that occasion 
rendel1'ed them an account of their contributions. It may also be 
probable that almost all the Inhabitants were Marguilliers; for 
theJ?arish had been regula~ly mini,terially officiated for thirty 
three years, and the populatIOn was then fo scanty that the Regis
ters do not show more than ten or fifteen baptifms per annum. 

5. Wha~ever may have been the case, there was never any 
ordEr received from any authority whatfoever to introduce Or 
alter the cu{tom, al"d Bishop De Pont-Briand sancLioned the ac • 



differens. Dans \'un, il y en dit, que c'efl: ,< en pretence des au. 
ciens et nouveaux margnillhers t·t (ltl capitail1e;" dan.> I'aulre, que 
P Larnbert, etc. et autl'es aflci~ns margui:iiers et habitans etaient 
pr€fens, Ceue f'Jrmule c!'acte eft fuivie ies deux aonee, fuivantes. 
Depuis Ie ) 9 Janvier 17:,8, il eft ciaircment exprime dans tous les 
nctes de redditiol} des comples, que les marguilliers anciens et nou
vea1\X feulemcnt affi .. taient aux affemblees, fi I'on en excepte 
1799, que Ie feignellr 8'y trouve, et de puis 1801 jufqu'en 1806 
inclufivcment. que Mr. Noel, fils, et feignt'Ul' alors, y afllsta aus
si pour comp'aire it 1\11'. Ie Cure et aux marguilliers. (omme je lui 
Iii entendu dire a IUl-meme. Fendant les huit annees luivantes, 
Ie::; marguilliers ayant ete dans I'habitude de hire tenir Icur" camp
tt's, tantor plr un notaire, tantut par un autr" ecrivain, nux-~i 
affi,terent d I~ur reddltion alternativenlent, t,lOt ponr p,lrler aUlt 

nom3 de ceux qui Ie; avaient employes q"e pour donner fimple
m~nt la lecture et l\;xp;lcation de ces comptes. Quant a I'elec
tion ties margui:liers, il n 'en ell: fait au(une mention dans les re
gitres j nfqu'cn 1791. Mais il efl: de tradition conftante et una
nime ici que les marguilliers teu,s y ont ,,{liste avant ce temps. 
Depuis qu'il en a etc dreffe des actes, on y voit que I'election fe 
fesait fans y appeler d'autres perfonnes que les marguillicrs. 

4-. La reponfe a cette quefiion pellt fe Mduire des precedences. 
Je prendrai, ncanmoins, la liberte de failoe I'obfervation fuivante. 
Quoique Ie capitaine et les habi:ans paraiffent 3voir affiste a la 
reddition des comptes pendant les aOlH~e3 1735-36 et 37, je fui, 
porte a croire que Ie capitaine erait lui-meme marguillier ; car il 
ctait bien rare alors, finon ems exemple, que cet officier ne reunit 
point ces deux chJrges, Cornme il y. avait eu pendant ces trois 
annee'J beaucoup de reparations exterieures H l'eglife, i1 fe pour
rait faire que Ies habitans pour cviter Ie trouble de nommer des 
fyndics et de les faire autorif~r par I'Intendant, en euffent char-

,ge les marguilliers qui, en cette occa,ioll leur rendaient compte 
de leurs contributions. II peut erre vraifemblable auffi que pref
que t()lB les habit~ns efaiem marguilliers; car la ParOiffe etait 
regll:ierement deffervie dejJuis 3'3 :lOS, t't la population si peu nom
breufe a'ors, que ies regitres pe font 10i que de dix a quinze bap-

. t~mes par an. 

5. Quoiqu'iI en {oit, il D'ell: jamais intervenu d'ordre d'aucune 
autorite que Icon que pour introduire OU changer l'ufage, et Mgr. E ,-" 



34. 

counts in the two pastorial vioitatiom which he made to [hat Par
ish-the one in 1742, and the other in 174-9. 

6 In conlequence of wIut I have ju,t fiateJ, I cou'd not take
upon myfeif to change a cllstom w~lich IllS b<>en e~tabi,hed for 
near:ya century, fonnded upo, law. and generally prevalent, I 
believe in Canada. I b~:if've I may with truth adJ, that if I had 
had the intention of doing ~o. I shou,d Ildve met with an opposi. 
tion fufficiently lhong to -prevent me from fucceeding, and the 
only effect of which would have b~en the dj~turbance of the 
pe;)ce of the Parish. 

7. The object of a meeting being aIwaY3 known beforehand, 
it is convoked without its being fpecified, as is the cufiom at 
QlI~bec. Should it happen that a meafure appears to be of im. 
portance, it is po!1:poned, in order to aWord an opportunity to 
every. one to converfe on the fubject w th the other Pari~hioners. 
There is no inll:ance of any meajure having been adopted con· 
trary to the will of the !enfib;e part of the Parich. 

8. What has been before faid sufficiently explain the anfwer 
that is here required. 

9. At St. Laurent de Montreal, where I was Vicaire in Is10; 
tht election of Marguiiliers was made by the Pari,hioners; at 
Pointe Claire, where I was Curate in 1814, it was done by the 
l\1arguilliers. Although it may, perhap'l, be of no ufe to inttance 
a Pariih in another Province, J wil] add, in order that I may fully 
reply to this quell:ion, that I found the fame cu:;toms as thore 
which are followed here. efiabli~hed at Madawaska in New Uruns
wick. Its first fdtlers had brought them with them from Acadia. 
after the fatal b;ow which fell so heavily on its old Colonist$ in 
1755. 

10. The Inhabitan:s of the Country, when left d.I their own· 
natural good fenfe have never thought, nor "~ill ever think, of 
making any complaints as to being excluaed from the Fabrlque 
meeting, ; and I can 5ay that from the converfdtions I haye heard 
of thole who take any part in public affdirs, they look upon the 
alterations which fome are endeavouring to introduce in them, 
with great alarm and dilfatisfaction. 

J 1. If by eel tain occafiolis, it is underfiood those in whkh exter
nal repairs, the conCtruction of a new Church, Sacristy. or enclosure 
of a burial~ground, &c. &c. come ip question, 1- will anfwer that 
evt:ry body knows the formalities required by the law in those 
circumll:ances, wherein not only the Notables, but the whole 
PaJ:ish are alfembled, and at Ji~r.ty to do a, they think fit, with. 



de Pont-Briand approuva les comptes dans Ie3 deux viGtes paf'l:o~ 
ra\e~ qu'i\ fit en cene Paroiife, rune en 174.'.2 et I'autre en 1 i49. 

6 D'apr.!s ce qut' je viens de dire, j , n',mrais pu prendre fur moi 
de changer une cOlltnmc et,lblie depui, bielltot lin {i2-cle, fondee en 
loi et generalement fllivic, je p~nft:!, en '- 'anaJa. Je crois pouvoir 
dire, aVee'lerlte, que !i j'ell avais eu Ie deif~in, j'y aurais r~neon
tre une oppoGtion a!f2z forte pO'lr m'emp~cher de reuflir, et dont 
Ie feu! refultlt aurait ete de troubler la paix de la l'aroilft:, 

7, L>objet G'une aift:!:nb'ee ctant toujours connn d'avance, !a 
convocation 5'",n [,lit f.los Ie Ipecifier. aiosi qu'il efi d'uf.lge a Que
bec. S'il arrive qu'une melure p,1I"aiife importante, elle cO: remise 
afin de donner a chacUJl Ie temps d'eo parler aux autre; parois
fiens. II eLl: fans exemple qu'il en ait etc adopte aucune eontre !e 
gre de la panic {ensee de la paroiife. 

8· ~': qui efi dit p:us hlut e.piique fuffisamment 1a reponfe a 
faire leI. 

9. A St. Laurent de Montreal, ou j'ctais Vicaire en 1810, J'e
lectien du m3rgIJillier fe fit par It'S p~roiHiens : i Ia Pointe-Claire. 
dont j'etais Cur~ en 1814, elle tut faite par lei margllillier.,.;. Quoi
qll'il fait peut-erre inuti'c de citer une p;jroiif~ d'une Province 
etrangere, j'ajouterai. pour rcpondre entierement a ce[t.e question, 
que rai trouve les memes uf.lges que ceux que I'on fnit ici, ctab:ij 
a Madawa1k~, dans Ie Nouveau-Brunfwick. Les premiers h;.bi
tans les a\'aient appart':s r.e I' Acadie, apres Ie coup fatal qui pefa 
tant fur fes anciens coions, en I "j 55. 

10. Les habitans, laiifes a leUl" bon fen,; nature!' n'ont jamais 
penfe et ne penferant jamais a fe plaindre d'etre exclus des AI[em
blees de Fabrique; et je pe-clX dire, d'aprcs les can verfations que 
j'ai entendues, pdrmi ceux qui prennent queiqlle part allX affaire3 
publiques, qu'ils voyent avec beaucoup d'lOquietude et de deplai
fir les changemens que quelques-uns tentent d'y iotroduire. 

11. Si par certains cas, I'on entend ccux au il €ft quefiion de 
reparatiom; exterieures, de cenfiruetlon nouvelle d'eglife, facrifiie. 
cloture de cimetiere, ete'J ect, je rcpondrai que chacun connait 
les formalites voulues par la loi dans ce3 circonll:ances, ou non 
ieulement les notables, mais toute Ia Paroi/fe eLt affemb1ce, et a 
13 liberte de fe conduire comme elle I'entend, fans que Ie., faoricieflii 



~ut the Fabriciens (members of the-Vestry,) having anY' m~r~ 
power than their fellow pari,hioners. The English .system, which 
is called for, is very juftly app:icable to thofe occaGons; but bed 
yond them, it appears to me that it i" neither jtbt nor reaf~)~abll?', 
nor l1ccelfary. to introduce it into ollr F<lbd::jues, In additIOn ta 
the reafons that are obviolls in favour of thi~ opinion. I will take 
the Irberty of adducing fome others. Lt.-The F .. brique~ exLt~ 
ing in this ('ountry in virtue of the laws and cu/fom~ of Fr::!nce~ 
where the Marguilliers 3:one, in the Country, as,iil: at the meet
ing_, in what concerned them. it would evidently be to de,troy 
thelll j to introduce fuch as do not conl1itute them, however nota
'ble (respectable) they m~y be. 2d.-The Marguilliers themselves 
are the moil: notable (respectable) per"ons of tbe Pari~h, at 311 
timts in sulficient nllmber and having abfolute'y the fame intereCt 
as all the oth .. r individual~ of the P<lri"h, not to do any thing that 
might turn to their own prtjudice; and, to fay ia en prt~sllnl, they 
would not be rendered more hononrab e. or lef, men, if thfy were 
appointed by the Parishioners. 3d -Having only a confervative 
authority over the funds of the Fabrique, which are not derivf'J 
from taxc5 levied upon the Parish, or from the labour of the in
habit3uts. as people are pleafed to say who wi,h to deceive them, 
1 do not fee why that Corporation should not have, as many 
others have, the privilrge of adminiltering thofe funds as they 
may fee fit; their authority being moreover defilled by the la\vs 
actually in force in Canada, and wifely counterbalanced by d'e 
Bishop. If there have been any abnfes any where, I have no fear 
'in aHerting that they have only taken place. in confequence of our 
laws not having been obferved; and chiefly on thofe occa,iolls 
when the Fabriques who had the means have done that for the 
re;ief of the Parish which the Pari,h it/elf ought to have done. 
Nothing CUI be more eary than to prevent thde abnre..; than by 
"cnatting that the Bishop shall not, henceforward. a:low the in
tome of Fabriques to be employed, for that which ought to be 
at the charge of the Pari h, until a majority of the latter have 
thought fit to ask for it by petition. The Marguilliers should do 
fo too, in order to be empowered to incur any extraordinary eK
pen[e in the interior of the Church, beyond fome certain fpecified 
fum. This is, in my humb!e opinion, what may be attempted to 
be done, without infringing upon our laws and cu~toms, and with
but, perhaps, detracting from the claims, welI or ill 10unded, on 
tlithErfiue, of a 'great mfmber of honourable lind relpectab Ie per
fum:;. 



~.aient plus d 'autorite qne leurs co-paroiffiens. La form. bl'tbn~ 
nfqne, que I'on reclame, ell jufiemellt applicab'e dans ces oeca" 
fions, hors desquelle~ il ne me femb e, ni june nl r.Jifonnabl,,; ni 
ncedraire de l'introduire dans nos Fabriqlles. Outre Ips raifons 
ientlbles de ceue opinion, ie prendr:li la hoerte d'en conner encort 
~lueiqlles-unes. I ° Les Fdbriques exitbntes en ce pays en verta 
des lois et coutumes de France. 0\1 le'\ margllillier,; feu Is. t.!an"lea 
.campagnes, a{fi,taiem aux affemblees dans ce qui les concernalt~ 
«;'auraient ete e videllltnem les dCtruire que d'v introduire CellX qui 
fie 'es confiituent pas, quelques no:ables qu'ils fu:li.!nt. 2 0 LP'S 
marguiliiers eux-memes font les perlonnes Ies plus notab:es d'une 
Paroifie, tOUjllUl'S en a(fa grand nombre. ayant abfolument Ie 
meme interet que tous les autres individus de la Paroilfe a ne riea 
hire qlli puiiTe leur etre prejudieiable; et pour Ie dire en palfant t 

iig ne feraient ni p:us purs, ni moin, hommes s'ils ctaielit nOmmel 
par Ie" paroitfiens. 3 ° N'ayam qu'une autorit~ confenatrice (ut' 
les bicn~ Je la Fabrique, dom les re\"enus ne proviennent ni de 
taxes fur la ParoiiTe, ni des fueur~ des habitans, comme on fe plait 
a Ie dire pour les egarer, je ne vois pas pouTCj,uoi cettt: corporation 
n'aurait pas comme beaucoup d'autres, la liberte de les adminillre-t 
comme elle Ie jugerait con venable, fon autorite furtout etant de. 
finie par Ies lois actuellemem en force en Canada et fagement con. 
trebolancee par l'Ev~que. S'il y a eu quelqlle part de,; abus, je 
ne crains pas de dire qu'ils n'om eu lieu que paree que l'on n'a pas 
fuivi nos lois, et principa!ement dans les oecallons oil les Fabri'lues 
qui en avaient les moyens, ont fait pour foulager la Paroilfe ce que 
ce!1e-ci devait faire. Rien n'efi plus facile que d'obvier aces abus, 
en Ilatuant que dorenavant l'Evequc nt" pourrait permettre d'em
ployer Ie revenu d~ la Fabrique, dans ce qui eft a la charge de la 
l'aroiiTe, que lorfque celk ci, en -majorite, i';1Urait demande par 
une requ~te. Les marguilliers en devl'aient faire de meme pour 
etre autorifes it faire dans I'intcrieur de I'eg~ile, des dEpenfes extra
ordinaires au.dela tie telle fomme fpeeifiee. VoiU, dans mon 
humble opinion, ce que l'on pourrait eiTayet fans changer nos lois 
et coutumes, et ce qui ne choquerait poi.lt, peut-etre, les preten
tions bien ou mal fonJees, de part et d'autre, a'un grand nombre 

.de perfonnes hoIinetes et refpectables. 
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]2. It would not be without extreme reluctance, that I would 
take the liberty of pronouncing an opinion as to th~ q'Jalification, 
and dillieult dilcrimination to be made, of thf:.> Notabies; which, 
whatever judicious precautions may be taken. will, fooner or-later, 
bring forth great incon~.eniences. 1 will ~nly ob:erve, in general, 
that ruch a di,tinction would be unjuO: toward~ thole Cultivators 
who, without being conlidered as ~o:ables, may, in the actual 
fituatioll of our Country parts, have often to incur greater 0:

penles than the latter. This too would efiablish a fpecies of 
arifiocracy odious to the Inhabit~nts, who, as the popular branch 
of the Legislature irfelf admits in principle, do not acknowledge 
a"y other arifiocracy thm that uf merit and of ta!('nt, the only one 
thatthey can, without a~arm or mifirust, behold intermingling with 
their concerns. So, likewise, each time that pet fans 1'0 qualified, 
confpicuous from their rank, their wea!th, wd their education, 
enjoy the confidence of the public, they art.' always named as Mar. 
guilliers, whenever nor difdaining to fulfil the functions of that 
office, they can do /0 with proprlt'ty and convenience. There t~ 
not a lingle Parish in Canada, which does not furnish infiances of 
thi~. 

Ls, RABY, 

-Curate of St. Antoine. 

fit. Antoine, 28th February, 18S1. 

Parish if St. Athanase. 
Centlemen. 

I must ob'erve, in the first place, that the -Patish of St A h f 
h' hIe h -- . t anase, () 

W IC am urate, as, as yel, been only len ~'ears "" d 
I I bl h f 

J III eXIStence, an 
t lat am a e t el e ore to an$wer in a few words 'I" h" h 
I f d bl" h d " • Ie custom w IC 

oun e5ta I, e 10 my new Parish and wh ch J I d 
k "h I ',lave pur'lIe , IS to 

oeonvo e, 10 t e usua terms, none but the old and th M "II' 
lo attend to Ihe busil1eos of the Fabrique. tbis is • "detoeWb arglll len 

• .at 0 e a ell.tom a. 
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12, Ce ne ('rait qu'avec une extreme repugnlnce qlle je pren~ -
drais la liberle de donner mon opinion fur la q~lalific'ltion et la di~. 
tinction diflljle it. hire de~ notable~, q'Ji, quel'1!le fage prctaution 
q1le I'on yapparte, entra1.nera t0t 011 tMtl de graves incoIlVenlen;. 
J'obf<!rverai feulement en g~neral, que' c!'tte di,ti,'ction ferait in. 
Jufte pour ceux de; cultivdte'ur5 qui. lam etre contiLlF.re5 comme 
notables, pourra:ent, dan; I'etat acruel de no; camp"gnes, avail" 
Convent de p'u~ grandes ch,lrge; a fupponer qlle les Jernie... Elle 
etablirait encore une eipece d ar,ftacratie od,eufe au x habitans qui, 
COlnm~ la branc.hc populaire de 1.1 reprdentation I'admet el e. 
m~me. en principe~, n'ell reconnaitfelH d'autre que cdle du mc:rite 
et de; talen<, la feu e q'l'il~ voiem IJn~ inq'Ji€tuJt' et f.lOs defiance 
s'immifcer dans leurs atrlire;. Aufli, clllquc fJi, qlle des per
[onne!' ainu qtJ<lliJ.ce". rc::marq'Jab'es par 1t'lIr firuatian, leur for. 
lllae er Jellr education, jouitfent de la confiaoce publique, elle~ 
font toujours nommees nl.lrguil,iers. lorfqlle, n'cn dcdaignant pall 
les fonctions, elles peuvent les remplir con\'enab ·ement. II 11 Y a: 
pas une {eule Paroilfe en Canada qui n'en fournitfe des preuve~. 

St, Antoine, 28 Fevrier 1831. 

I.s. RABY, 
Cure de St. Antoine. 

Paroisse de St. Atlzanase. 

Me8Sieur5. 

Je dais vous observer d'"bord que s~. Atnanase, doot je suis Ctlr~. 
n'a encore que dix ans d'existcnce, et qu'ainsi je puis VOUq sarisfaire en 
peu de mots. Jllbage que i'aJ trollve babli daoq ma nouvelle paroisse, et 
que j'ai sui vi, c'est de ne convoquer dans les termes accoutllmes, qlJe 
lea marguilliers anciens et nouveaux pour lea affaires de Fabrique : c'est 
UD usage au.si ancien, dit-OD, que la ParoislJe, et c~ntre lequel personne 
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] 2. It would not be without extreme reluctance, that I would 
take the liberty of pronouncing an opinion as to th.? q'lalification, 
and dimcult difcrimination to be made, of the Notabies; which, 
whatever judicious precautions may be taken. will, fooner or· later, 
bring forth great inconveniences. 1 will only ob!'erve, in general, 
that f~(h a di,tinction would be unjult toward~ thole Cultivators 
who, without being confidered as ~0~able5, may, in the actual 
fituatioll of our Country parts, have often to incur greater 0:
penles than the latter. This too would eftabli~h a fpedes of 
ariftocracy odious to the Inhabit2nts, \\' ho, as the popular branch 
of the legislature irfelf admits in principle, do not acknowledge 
afly other arifiocracy than that uf merit and of ta'('nt, the only one 
thdt they can, without a 'arm or mifirust, behold intermingling with 
their concerns, So, likewise. each time that petfons fo qualified, 
confpicuous from tbeir rank, their wea'th, ;,r,d their education, 
enjoy the confjdence of the public, they ;Jrt: always named as Mar. 
guilliers. whenever nor difdaining to fulfil the functions of that 
office, they can do 10 with propriety and convenience. There is 
not a lingle P.arish in Canada, which does not furnish infianc.es of 
thi:f. 

Ls. RABY, 

. Curate of St. Antoine. 

~t. Antoine, 28th February, 1851. 

Parish Q/' St. Athanase. 
Gentlemen. 

I must ob'erve, in the first place, that the·Parish of St A h f 
which I am Curate, has, as yer, been ~nly ten ~'ears ' • ,t ana~e, °d 
I I bl h f J In eXlsrence, an 

t Jat am a e t erf ore to answer in a few word '1'1 ' 
I f d bl ' h d's. Ie Custo,n whIch 

oun fsta ), e In my new Parish and wh ch J I 
k 'h I ,. laVe pur,ued IS to 

oeonvo e, 10 t e usua terms, none but the old and th M' 'I)' 
t d h b ' e new argul Jers 
o lltten to I e usmc,s of the Fabrique· thl's I' 'd b • 8 'al to e a cu"tom as 



12. Ce ne [erait qu'avec une extreme repugMnce qlle je prell-" 
drais la liberle de donner mon opinion fur la q,mlific,uion et la di~. 
tinction diffi~ile a hire de, nO!a'.Jle~, qui, que1lllle fage pr0taution 
q'Je I'on yapporte. entra'nera trlt 011 t,uli de graves incollveo,en;. 
J'obf~rverai fc-ulement en g~n~ral, qUt" c"tte di,tillction ferait in
j'ufie pour ceux de; cl1ltivdtt:'llr~ qui, lan~ ctre contid~rc> comme 
notables, pourraifnt, dan; l'ctat actuel de no; camp"gnes, avoir 
fOllvent de p'us granJes ch,lrge;;i fupporrer q'le les dernien Elle 
dablirait encore une efpece d ar'fiocratie oJ!euf~ aux habitans qui, 
COO1m~ la branc.hc populaire de 1.1 reprefentdtion l'aJmet el e
m~me, en principe~, n'ell reconnaifft"\l[ d'autre que celie du mlrite 
f't de; talen-,Ia f<;!u e q'l'il~ voient I:'n~ inq'Jietude et fans defiance 
s'immifcer dan,; leurs atf.lire;. Aufii, c1l1que fJi. q'le des per
fonnel' ainu qoJ3Ii5ce-, rt:marq!lab'es par It'llI' firuatioll, kur for
tuae er leur education, jouiffent de la con fiance publique, elle:; 
font toujours nom mel'S nurguiLiers, lor[que, n'cn d~daignant pai 
Ie" fonctiolls, elles peuvl'nt If'S remplir convenab "ement. II 11 Y a: 
pas une [eule Paroilfe en CanadJ qui n'enfourniffe des preuve.,. 

St. Antoine, 28 Fevrier 1831. 

Ls. RABY, 
Cure de St. Antoine. 

Paroisse de St. Atltanasc. 

Me8sieun, 

Je dois V()US obseorver d'<lbord que s~. Athanase, dont je Buis Cllr~. 
n'a encore que dix ans d'existcnce, et qU'ainsi je puis VOUq satisfaire en 
peou de mots. ]?u,age que i'at trouve babli danA ma nouvelle paroiSie, et 
que j'ai sui vi, c'est de ne convoquer dans les termeos accoutumes, qlle 
lea marguilliers anciens et nOllveaux pour les affaires de Fabrique : c'est 
un usage auosi ancien, dit-OD, que 13 ParoislIe, et contre lequel penonne 



anciel'lt as the Parish, .nd ag&inst which nO person, WhOM I know e,t, has 
89 yet made Bny remonstrance. As tel the Bf>ndil';e of which I was here. 
t"f He the CUI ale, Mr Giroux, who is now the Curale, ha~, 110 doubt. 
aI-eady given you t~e informalion required My opinion is that we ought 
to conform to the de~ire~ of the grpaler number, when It is a proper one I 
now thl" larger number of Pamhes are ~a!lsfied wllh the CllSlom that ex
jar, and do 11(1\ ask for any alteration; nnr h<ls it yet been demonstrated 
that tillS custom is fUlidamentally bad. M"reove r, what use is Ihere tn 

Marg'l'IJiers, if Ihe Pari.hi,mels are to do all of them,eh'es? If there 
have ueen ally abuses in the elecl illll of l\largllllrf>rS, I ~h(Juld have no 
reluctance in seeinl{ all t.he N.,table, of a Pad, elect their Margnifl:er~, 
but Iher should afterward, leave 10 them the cii'l'ctiol1 of affairs as here
tofore; olherwi,e, why should there he any Ma r guilllers? I consider 
that in OUr C"lIlttt·y a\lland·holde,s are Notable .• ; I w(luld, hOWever', 
wl.h to except from them sUlh as ·are Billable fur VIce, and who make It 
boas, ot Iht"ir want of religion: what, ino,ed, would lhey have til do at 
Fab'iqne meetings, where the inte'esls of a reli~ion willch they affect 
to de'pi,e, are more or lit;' canvassed? Such arc the Opil.illllS of 

CLEMENT AUBltY, Priest. 

St. Alhanase, 1st March, 1831. 

Parish qf St. Augustin. 

I. til the Pdri,h of St. Augustin, the persona \\Iho take pa'l in the 
deliberations of the Fabriqlle meetings, are I he old and new Marcruilliers 
to I he exclu~ion of every ot her individual wh,)msnever. B , 

2. Thi< cuslnm dates f.om the erection of the Pati,h, and has never 
undergone any ch~nge. 

3. The elections of MargnilJiers. and :he rendering of accounts, have 
,a1waY3, bUlh bef<lre and afler the Conqne5t, taken place ltt meetings of 
oU and lIew Ma.gllilliers, which is ~hewn by th.: Records and other 
D.lcume;rts I1f the Fahnque. 

4. The Notables, ret to he defined, have never formed a part of thl 
Fabriqlle meelings, ullles~ as Marglliljier~. • 

~, There has n,ever bren any change wh.atsoever in Ihis respect. 
6. The undr:rsigned never took at electIOns of Marguilliers any vol~s 

froQl any uther reraoDs than ff(~m tAe old and new Marguillier8. 



qlle jtl sache l,'a encore rec\ame. Quant a Lapreeentation, dont j'ai etc 
ci-devant Cure, Messire Gil'Ollx qui en est actuellement Cure, vous a 
deja donne sans doute les information~ convenables. Mon opinion es~ 
qu'on doit se conformer au gollt du plus grand nombre, quand iI est bon; 
or c'est Ie plus grand nombre des Paroisses qui sont contentes de I'usage 
actuel, et qui ne demandent point d'innovalion; et on n'a pas encore de
montre que cet usage soit radicalement mauvais : d'ailleurs, a quoi bon 
des marguilliers, s'il faut que les paroissiens fassent tout paf eux-mllmes ? 
S'il y a eu quelque part des abus dans I'eleclion des marguilliers, je n'au
Tais pas de repugnance it voir tous les notables d'une Paroisse choisir 
leurs mnrguilliers, mais ils devraient ensuite leur laisser faire In besogne, 
(omme ci· devant: autrement, pourquoi des marguilJiers? Je crois que 
dans notre pays, tous les proprietaires sont notables; j'aimerais pourtant 
it en excepter ceux .qui sont notablement vicicux, et qui font parade d'jr
religion: qu'iraienl-ils faire d'ailleurs dans ces AssembMe!o de Fabrique 
ou il s'agit plus ou mains de; interets d'une religion qu'ils affectent de 
mepriser? Telles sont les opinions de 

CLEMENT AUBRY, Plre. 

St Athanase, ler Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Augustin. 

1. Dans In. Paroisse St. Augustin, les personnes qui pre:Jnent part aux 
deliberations des As~emblees de Fabriq ue sont les anciens et nouveaux 
margui\liers, a I'exclusion de tout autre individu quelconque. 

2. Cet usage date de l'erablissement de la Paroisse, et n'a jamais souf
fert aucun changement. 

3. L'electioll de, margl1illiers et la reddition des comptes, avant et 
aprea la ccnquete, ont. toojours eu lieu dans l'assembJee des anciens et 
nouveaux marguilliers, comme Ie font voir les regirres et autres documells 
de la Fabrique. ~ 

4. Les notables toujours a definir, n'ont jamais fait partie des Assem
blees de Fabriql1e, sans etre margu~!,iers. 

5. II u'y a jamais eu a eet egard aueun ehnngement que1conql1e. 
6. Le soussigne n'a jamais relju a I'election des marguillicrs lei votes 

d'autres personncs que des anciens et nouveaux [T,arguilliers. 
. F 
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7. Both on ordinary and on extraordinary occasions, he, at the. sermon, 
requests the old and new Marguilliers to meet at the place he pomts out, 
which is usually the Sacristy. 

8. Nrver has he, at any place, summoned the Notables to Fabrique 
meetings. 

9. The same customs prevailed at Grondines, at Lotbiniere, at the 
Posts of Gaspe, and Chaleur Bay, and at. t?e Isle aux Condre~, before 
be came to reside at this place, and he religIOusly conformed hImself to 
them. 

10. He has never heard any complaint or murmuring against those 
customa. 

11. To change this system, so judiciously established, would, in his 
opinion, open the door to confusion, intrigue, and pillage, and frequently 
bring on abasement, dishonesty in the management; and of len expose 
one to fail in the objects that might be in view. 

12. The old and new Marguilliers, exclusively of all others, will al. 
ways con.titute a sufficient number of Notables to fulfil all the purposes 
whIch may be desired, for the benefit of peaceableness, the prosperity of 
the Parishes, and the advantage of the Fabriques. 

A. LEFRANCOIS, Priest. 

St. Augustin, 18lh February, 189.1. 

Parish Q[ Baie du Feh'Vre. 

The Marguilliers alone, as well the old as the new, take part in the 
deliberations of the Fabrique meetings: such has always been the custom 
in this Parish, ever ~ince its erection, The most ancient records do not 
make mention of any usage to the contrary. I have never taken at the 
election of a MarguilIier, any other than the votes of the old and new 
Marguilliers; their nuniber may have amounted to between twenty or 
twenty fi·ve at least. When the question relates to an election cr to the 
rendering of acC'Ounts, the notice ~ thus given on the Sunday at the 
sermon of the Parochial Mass. "The Marguilliers, both old and new, 
are requested to meet in the Chamber of the Inhabitants, to elect a new 
Marguillier, or to receive the account~ of one who is quitting office." I 
have never summJned any oiher prrsor. At Longue Pointe, at Mont. 
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7. Dans les cas ordinai.·es et ~tra()rdinaires, il prie lea anciens et nou. 
veaux margnilliers au prone, de s'assembler au lieu qu'illellr dcsigne 
01 dinail'ement la Sacristie. ' 

8. Jamais, en aueun lieu, il n'a appel6 les nDtables aux Asaemblees de 
Fabrique. 

9. Les m~mes uSflges etaient observes aliA Grondines, a Lotbiniere, 
aux Postes de Gaspe et de la Baie des Chaieurs et a I' Ile.a~I'x-Coudre6, 
avant &a residence en ces lieux, et it 8'y est religieusement conforme. 

] O. II !I'a jamais entendu ni plainte ni murmure contre ces usages. 

] l. Changer cet ordi'e si sagement etabli, serait, it. son avis, ou vrir 
la porte it la confusion, it. la cabale, all brigandage, introdllire souvent 
l'avilissemenr, la malhonnetete dans I' ceu,vre, et s'ex-poser bien de,s fois it. 
manqller I'objet qu'on avait en vue. 

12. Les anciens et nouveaux mal'guilliers, a I'exclllsion de taus autres, 
formeront toujours, pour Ie bien de I" paix, Ie bonheur des paroisses, 
I'avantage des Fabriques, un nambre suffisant de notables pour remplir 
les fins q u'on peut se proposer. 

A. LEFRANCOIS, Ptre. 

St. Augustin, 18 Fevricr 1831. 

Paroisse de fa Baie du Febvre. 

t,es sellls margumiers, tant anciens que nouve;;lUX, prennent p;;lrt aux 
delibera~ions des Assemblees de Fabrique ; tel a toujours ele I'usage d;;lns 
cette Paroisse des son elablissement. Les plus anciens regitres ne font 
mention dtaucun usage contraim. Je n'ai jamais re911 a l'election d'lIn 
marguillier que les voles des anciens et nouveau.x marguilliers ; leur nom
bre pouvait se lTI@nterentre 20 et 25 Ie moins. Quand il s'agit d'une 
election ou de la reddition des compte?, l'anconce se fait ainsi Ie Di
manche a u pri'ine de la Messe Paroissiale ••.•• Les marguilliers, tallt 
anciens que nouveaux sont pries de s'assembler dans la salle des habitans 
pour elire un nouveau marguillier, ou ,pour recevoir les comptes de celui 
qui sort de l'lllllvre. Jamais je n'ai appele d'autre personne. A la Lon
g ue Pointe, a Montreal, ell j'ai ete Cure pendant P[~3 de 10 ans, Ie 
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real, where I was Curate during nearly ten years) the ~~~e custom pre. 
vailed as at Baie du Febvre, where I have been Curate for I~early twenty 
years. No parishioner nor proprietor has complained of beIng exclude~. 
Nor has there been any remonstrance ma?~, or any ~te? taken, on theIr 
part, in that respect. This is not surprISIng when It IS ~n?wn that no 
appointment is made but of respect~ble people, good chrJ6~.I~ns, and of 
acknowledged integrity; whereas llIstead, by the estab.JShments of 
another system it is much to be feared that we m~y see a man .supported 
by a party and by intrigue place~ in an. office wlllch ~e. may dl~~ra~e by 
his bad morals or by his want of Integrity and of lehglOn. ThIS IS my 
opinion. 

FOURNIER, Priest. 

Baie du Fabvre, 2d March, 1831. 

Parish qf Baie St. Paul. 

1. The Marguilliers, old and new, are alone admitted to, and take a 
part in the deliberations of the Fabrique in this Parish; it i! however 
customary here, to convoke the Notables every year for the election of 
new Marguilliers, and that is the only occasion on which they are sum
moned. All the world ckim to be Notables, and to have a right to 
attend the meetings. 

2. According to the information given by the former Curate, my pre
decessor, who is stilI living, and held this Cure for forty two yeats, it is 
n') more than twenty five years since this practice began to prevail; and 
it owes its origin solely to the will of the Curate, who, then, of his own 
accord, chose to call Fabrique meetings in the Public Hall. 

s. I can not give any information as to what occllrred here in this 
respect before the Cession of C'anada to Great Britain; no RecOld of 
the Fabrique exists here, nor any documeut which can throw light on 
what happened here at that time. 

4. T can not say any thing as to'this. 
5, T can not say any thing as to this. 
6. Yes, but the number was greatet' or less~ according to the length 

of time which was afforded to turbulel'lt spirits for caballing. 
7. For all kinds of meetings, "Messieurs the Marguilliers, old and 

new, are requested to meet at the Sacristy, this day, immediately after 
Grand Mass j" and for the election of Marguillicrs, " Messielll's the 
Marguilliers, old and new, and the Notables, according to usage, are re-
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m~mc usage etait obsene comme ala Baie on Fehvre, Ou je slIis CurtO 
depuis pre; de 20 ans. Aucun paroissien ni proprietaire ne se sont plaints 
d'et~e eXc\lls. Jamais de leur part llueune reclamation, aucune demar
che. On n'en sera pas surpris quand on 6aura qu'on ne choisit que des 
gens respectables, bons chretiens, et d'nne probite reeonnue ; au lieu 
qu'en etablissant un autre sys!erne, il est fort a craindre de voir un hom
me soutenu par un partie, par la cabale, occuper Ie banc-d'muvre qu'll 
deshonorerair par sea mOOllfS ou son manque de probite et de religion. 
Voila mon opinion. 

FOURNIER, Ptre. 

Baie dn febvre, 2 mars 1831. 

Paroisse de la Baie St. Paul. 

1. Les seuls marguilliers, anciens et nouveaux aont admis, et pren. 
nent part allX deliberations de Fabrique dans cette Pm'oisse ; pourtant, 
il est d'llsage ki, que lea notables soient convoques tous les an~ pour 
l'election des nouveaux marguilliers, et c'est Ie seul cas ou on les ap
pelle ; tout Ie monde pretend etre notable et croit avoir droit d'as
sister aux assemblees. 

2. D'apres les informations de l'ancien Cure, mon predecesseur, le
que I vit encore, et a desservi ici pendant 42 ans, ce n'est que depuis 25 
ans que cet usage a commenCe a avoir lieu, et il doit sa naissance 11 la 
seule volonte du Cure, qui voulait bien alors de lui nleme faire des as
sembIees de Fabrique dans la salle publique. 

S. Je ne puis donner des renseignemens sur ce qui :,'est pa~se ici a ce 
sujet, avant la cession du pays a la Grande-Bretagne; on ne trouve ici 
aucnn rcgit.-e de Fabrique ni document qui puisse donner de~ notices Sllr 

ce qui s'est passe ici, dans ce temps.I:L. 
4. Je n'en puis rien dire. 
5. Je n'en puis rien dire. 
6. aui; mais Ie nombre a ete plus 011 mains grand, slIivant Ie temps 

qU'O'lt eu les t~tes turbulentes pour cabaler. 
7. (Pollr tontes especes d'assemblees) " Messieurs les marguilliers an: 

ciens et nouveaux sClnt pries de s'aseernbler it la Sacristie,. aujourd'hlll 
immediatement apres la Grand'Messe." (Et pour les 6kctIOns de mar
guilliers) : " Messieurs les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux et les notab'es 
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quested, &c. &c. in order to proceed to the eJection of a new Marglli~ 
lier." 

8. I never considered myself to have it in my power to change the 
customs established in the Fabriques; and that is the reaQon why I 
never discontinued summoning the Notables for the election of Mar. 
guilliers, the only occasion on which they are convoked here; but, if I 
had considered it as within my power to dispense wilh their admission, I 
would have done so, and should thell have saved myself from the vexiltion 
of hearing many foolish things said In a respectable and holy place. 

9. I have had the cure as well as Curate as Incumbent of eleven 
Parishes, and it is only at Baie St. Paul that I have md with wha'f! have 
stated in the abClve answers; and it is only at Baie St. Paul that I have 
witnessed warm and tumultuous meetings, and where, I must say, there 
was reason to have reCOUri'·e to the civil aut hOI ities to restraill those who 
wele insolent and turbulent. 

10. I never heard speak of it. 
II. My opinion is that there ought not to be allY other persons at the 

Fabrique meetings than the old and new Marguilliers; as there are in 
Parliament none but the members who compose the Parliament; the 
Fabriciens, (members of the Vestry,) rerresent the Parishioners as the 
members of Parliament represent the people. It seems to me that if we 
give the Notables a right of assisting and deliberating at the Fabrique 
meetings, we might as well give them the right of sitting in Parliament. 
What good ca'] the Fabriciens (Vestry Members) do, if the Parishioners 
still come in to manage the affairs of the Fabriq.lle? Every body knows 
that the greater the number of people there are to settle any bllsiness, the 
more difficult it is to settle it. To adroit :lny others than the Fabriciens, 
(Vestry Member~) to the Fabrique meetings, would be placing oneself 
under a speci~s of impossibIlity to finish any business: and becominl; 
exposed to great difficulties befl)re c~using any; daily experience suffi
c:ently proves this truth. It is very true that there are excellen.t pJrish. 
ioners, very generous towards the Church, who are desirous of having a 
share in managing the affairs of the Chnrch, and who arc cKcluded -frO[ll 
it; but it is also the case that there are very respectable citizens, who 

are worthy of a scat in Parliament, yet who never sit there. Yet the 
affairs of the Province are not the worse conducted on that account. It 
may perhaps be said that there i. no simila;ity between the Fabricienll 
and the Members of Parliament, because the latter are elected by the 
people, whereas the former are not, if we only admit Fabriciens to the 
Fabrique meetings, and to the elections. I will ask whether by admit
ting the Notables only, as is wanted, it can be said that the Fabriciens 
arc chosen by the p:H1shioners-and whether things will go on better on 
that account? And whether by that means any abllses will be redressed, 
or whether thereby more justice will be done to the other Pdrishioners 
who have not been designated as Notables< If the Notables have a right 
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suivant l'usagc, sont pries, etc., etc. pour proceder a l'ciectiun d'tm nou
veau marguilher." 

8. Je n'ai jamais cru en man ponvoir de changE'r les usages clablis 
dans les Fabtiques ; voila pourquoi je n'ai jamais cesse d'appeler les no' 
tables pour les elections de marguilliers, seul cas au on les convoque ici ; 
mais si j'eusse cru pouvoir me dispenser de les y admettrE', je l'aurais 
bif'n fait, et par la, j'aurais epargne Ie desag<tment d'entendre bien des 
sottises dans un lieu respectahle e( saint. 

9. J'ai desservi, tant comme Cure que comme 'Jesservant, onze Pa
roisses, et il n'y a qu'a la Bai~ St. Paul au j'ai rencont re ce que j'ai 
mentionne dans les reponses ci.de,sus : et il q'y a altssi qU'a la Baie St. 
Paul, ('U j'ai VII des assemblees chaudes et tumultueuses, et Oll, j'ose dire, 
qu'il y aurait eu besoin d'une aUlorile civile puar cuntenir les insolclIs et 
les turbulens. 

10. Je n'en ai jamais entendu parler. 
11. Mon opinion est qU'tl ne devrait y avoir allX A~semblees de Fa

brique que les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux; comme il n'y a dans Ie 
Padement que les membres qui composent Ie Parlement ; les fabricien, 
repre3entent les paroissiens. comme leg membres du padement represen
tent Ie peuple. II me semble que si I'on accorde aux notables Ie droit 
d'assister aux Assemblces de Fabrique et d'y deliberer, on ponrrait aussi 
leur accorder de sieger dans Ie Parlement. A quoi bon des fabriciem, 
si les paroissiens viennent encore gerer les affaires de la Fabrique? Tout 
Ie monde sait que plus il y a de monde pour terminer uue 2-ffa i re, plus all 
la termine dlt1icilement. Admettre allX deliberations de Fabrique d'all
tres que les fabriciens, c'eot se mettre dans une espece d'impossibilile de 
lermir,er des affaires ; on s'expose a en venir a de grandes diffic.ulte, 
avant que de les finir ; I'experience journaliere demontre assez celIe ve· 
ri: f. I! elt bien vrai qu'il est de bans paroissiens, fort genereux pour les 
eglrse., qui aimeraient a aVl)ir part allX affaires de I'cglise, et qui en sont 
exclus ; mais aussi 11 est bien des citoyens r"spectables el dignes de siege r 
dans Ie Parlement, et qui n'y siegent jamais ; cppendant les affaires de 
]a Pr:;vince ne s'en font pas moins bien pour cela. On dira peut.etre 
qu'il n'y a pas de paritc entre les fabriciens et les membres du Parlement, 
parce que ces derniers sont elus par Ie peuple, au lieu que les fabriciens 
ne Ie sont point, si 1'0n n'admet que des fabriciens aux A ssemblees de 
Fabriqlle et aux elections. Je demanderai Hi, en admettant les notables 
seulement, comme on Ie veut, on pourra dire que les fabriciens sont ellis 
par les paroissiens, et si les choses en iront mieux pour cela ? et si pal' 
la 00 remediera a quelque abus, ou si par Iii on rendra plus de justice 
aux a'1tres paroiisiens qui n'auront point ete dC,dgnes comme notables? 
Si les notables ont droit d'as,isler aux Assemblees de Fabrique pour voir 
de quelle maniere on administre les affaires, les autre8 paruissicll' crant 
contribuables aux biens de l'eglise comme les notables, doi\'c!ll avail' 
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tv attend the Fabrique meetings, in order to see in what manner affairs 
are administerec, the other Parishioner9, having contributed to the fLtnels 
of the Church, as well as the Notables, must have the same right as the 
Notables. It is true, the Fabriciens are not elected by the whole of the 
Parishioners; but they are elected by persons who generally form part 
of the 'men of property in the Parishes, and who have been placed there, 
because they are acknowledged as such •• In appointing them to be Mar. 
guilliers, it is known that with them rests the management of the funds 
of the Church, and of the Paribh, a3 well as the appointment of the other 
Fabriciens who are to succeed them. These Fabriciens have alwaY9 been 
thus appointed with the tacit consent of the Parishioners, consequently 
they must be considered as having been chosen by the Parishioners, since 
it has been with their consent that they have always been thus chosen. 
If a few turbulent men, in a small number of Parishes, raise an outcry. all 
the other Parishes must 1I0t be included in that small number. Let us 
take care that the'remedy does not incre?se the disease ;-[0 redress some 
grievances let us avoid creating others more heavy. Experience.shows us 
that, (and it may be said, speaking very generally, that the concerns of the 
Fabriques have been prudently, economically, and peaceably administered,) 
those who rnay desire to change the mode of their administration, ought 
to be apprehensive, in future, of having to reproach themselve~, and to 
be reproached by' the friends of Religion and of public tranquility i.n 
OUf Parishes. -

12. I am of opinion that neither the Notables nor the Parishioners 
ought to intermeddle in the affairs of the Fabrique, only because I cannot 
perceive any necessity for admitting- them. It appear~ to me to be a very 
difficult thing to designate those who ough1to he considered as Notables, 
and is what l would not venture to undertake; for, by Notables, persons 
of wealth, and those wh) hold Government Commissions, might be UlJ

derstood; now it very often happens that these two kinds of personages 
are not either the most intelligent or the mast honorable: the persons 
who hold Com~issions poss~ssing them much more frequently by means 
of recommendation and mfluence than on account of any real merit. If 
by Notable', men of probity are understood, I would ask how we can 
go and lell a marl to his face that he is not a man of probity though he 
may pretend to~e so? "Yhctlce I conclude that in admitting the Nota
bles to the Fabl'lque meetlllgs, we must also admit al! the Parishioners 
which would become E'xceedingly dangerous. Since of two evils it i: 
better to choose t.he least, it follows that, according to me, it would be 
better 10 leave thmgs as the are, and conform to what prevails in the 
greatest number of Parishoo. 

B."l3. DECOIGNE, Priest. 



meme droit que les notables. A hi verite; les Ltllliciens ne son! point 
elils par tOllS les paroissiens ; m~ia bien ~lr des peroonnrs qui sont ordi, 
nairement une pa~tie des gens de biens dc's paroisses, et qui ont 611~ pIa· 
ces la, parce qu'lls etaieut reeonnus pour tels. Ell les uommant mar. 
gui1!iers, on sait que sur CUl( repose la ge;tion des biens de l'eglise et de 
la paroisse, aussi bien que la nomination des autre, fabrieiens qui leur 
succe:deront. Ces fabriciens ant touj~urs /:-te ainsi ellIS par un consente
ment tacite des paroissiens ; conseqllemment, ils dOlvent etre regardes 
com me choisis par les paroissiens, puisqlle <;:J ete de leur consentement 
qu'ils ant tOlljours ete ainsi choisis. Si quelques turbulens dans un pe· 
tit nombre de paroisses cdent, il ne htlt pas comprendre dans ce petit 
nomb'e toutes les amres paroisses. Prenons gRrde que Ie remede n'aug
mente la malad:e; pour remcdier it quelques abus, prrnons garde d'en 
introduire de plus grands_ L'experienee nous fait voir que (et on peut 
dire que t,.J3.generalement parlant les affaires de Fabriques ont elC ad
ministrees prudemment, economiquel1lent et paisiblement) ceux qui VJU

draient changer Ie mode de les administrl!t", devraient craindre d'avoir 
dans la Guite del reproehes a se faire, el it reeevoir de la part des a.nis de 
la religion et du repos public dans nos patai.,cs. 

12. J e suis d' 0pinioll que ni les notablcs ni les paroissiens ne d.)j
vent parricipel' aUl( affaires de Fabriques, paree que je ne vois aucune 
neeessite de les y admettre. Pour designer quels doivent etre les nolablrs, 
c'est ce qui me parait tre~difficile, et ce que je n'oserais faire; car par 
notables, on pDurrait com prendre les personnes riches ou les personnes 
commisslOllnees du gouvernement ; 011 il arrive tres-souvent que ces deux 
sorle3 de personnes ne S':lOt ni les plus sages ni les plus honnet~s: les 
personnes coml1lissionnf:es ne l'bant Ie plus souVent que par recommanda. 
lion el protection plutih que par un vrai meritc. Si par notables on en
teod des hommes de probit€, je demanderai commeot aIle!" dire a un hom
me qu',ln'est pas homme de probite, quand il pretendra I'etrc? D'ou 
je conclus, qu'en admettant les notables au>; Assemblees de Fabriquc, il 
faudrait aussi admettre tous les paroissiens ; ce qui deviendrait extreme
ment dangereux. Puisque de deux maux, il faut mieux choisir Ie moins 
grand, il s'ensuit, snivant moi, qu'il vane mieux laisser les choses comme 
elles sant, en se conformallt a ce qui s'observe dans la plus grande palti e 
des pal'oisses~ -

B. B. DECOIGNE, Ptre, 

G 
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Parish qf Sle. BarlllfJ!cm;, de Du Sablr! 0)' ,NoU'L'flle 
York. 

My Parish being a new one, my answering to the 2d, 3d, 41h and 5th 
q'Jestions will be dispemed with. 

1. The Marguilliers alone a,sis! ill the Fabrique deliberations, as weI! 
as al the appointment of the new Marg!lilliers, alid 'at the rendering of 
their accounlS. 

6. I never received any but those ot the old and new MarguirIiers, be
cause I foulld that r.lIstom established at St. Cuthbert, of which [hi. 
ParISh formerly made a pMt; and that it never came into the head of 
allY Parishioner to want to allelld. The uSllal meet illgs amount in num· 
ber from iwei"e to {ifleen; sometimes all the Margtlllliel's are there, 
s)metimes fewcl·. 

7. " At such a time, Messieurs the Ivhrgui 1liers, old and new, are 
r<:quc5ted to meet at the PresbytelY or at the Sacristy, in order to," &c~ 
8f.c. 

8. I never cflHeJ the Notables to the Fabriquc meeting', because the 
custonl ,vas again~t it. 

9. In the Parishes of St. Cuthbert, Champlain, and Batiscan, wh<?re 
I have been Curatr, T found the cllstom established of calling none but 
the MarglldlieIs to (he Fablique mfetillg.. As to the Pari,hes of St. 
i\ ntoine, of Riviere du Loup, (If Sre. Geneviev€:, and St. SranisJas on 
th" River Batiscan, St.~. Anne de la Grande AD'e, St. Patrice of Hi nere 
dn Loup, l\:acouna, and Isle Vette, where I have alor.e b=en in charge. 
I remained too short a time in e2ch to \live a positive <i1swer. 

10. Never to my knowledge have allY of my present or former Pardl' 
iotters complained cf \Jot beillg admitted to tllC Fauriquc meedngs, nOlO 
e,ell shewed allY "ish to he so. 

11. If this question had to be discU28ed in its whole extent, it would 
greatly exceed thc limits of a letter. I shalJ therrf'He content myself 
wilh making 80me remarks. 1st. \Nhcn a Parish mee.ing is called for 
the purpo,e of bLlilding A Church, or for any other purpose, it is a 
notorious fact that they most frequently co no't agree. 2d -If the 
Notables arc admitted to the Fabrique meetings, besides that it woult! be 
dtfficult to determine who those Notables art', all the Padshioners would 
claim to belong to the number. No one ii ignorant that the ptinciple 
of equality reIgns among~t our Cul!ivators. 3d.-If the Notables are 
adillitted to one Fabrique meetiIOg. tltey would require to be admitted to 
all:; j~ wOllld then be ridiclilous to assemble an entire Piui,h, for the 
vU'prse of deciding whet her it be nece'sary to purchase a yard of rib. 
balltl, OJ any similar thing; for it is well known that we can not iucur 
any:ellhiwrdjll3ry expense wlthQut the cOlllroul of the Fat.riciCIIS, (Vcs
tr) ,r-,iell,ber<.) 4.lh.-:-'I1I th~ illcome lfthe Fabtiques arise from volun-
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Paroisse de St. Bartlu'!eJIIY de Du S'ablC all ""Yull'(dlc
York. 

l\b Paroisse et!lllt nOUl'clle, je serni di9pense de lepolld:-e aux 2e, 3<" 
4e el .'je questious. 

1. Les seuls marguillicrs s,)nt dans Ie CiS d'ds,j'tcr aux delibc,atir,ns 
de Fabriqne. ainsi qu'a la nomination des nouveaux nla'guill.cio ct R. la 
reddi: ion des cllmples d'jceux. 

6· Jamais je n'ai re~u que les marguilliers anciens ct nouveaux, parer 
que j'al trOUI'C cet uoRge ctabli a St. Cuthuert, dotH celtc Parois.c fai. 
sait ci-devant partie; d qu'il u'est venu" \'Idce d'aucun parvissicn de 
voul"ir y assister. Les assemblce~ ordillaires sont ue d"uze au quinze 
quelque f"is de tous les margni!lit'rs ; quelquc fvis allSSl de moiu,. 

7. Ell tel temps, Me,sieurs les marguilliers allcicns et nouveaux sont 
pries de s'assembler au l'tesbYlere (ou " la SacristJe,) pour, etc., elC. 

8. Je n'ai jarnais appele les notables nux A5semble~s de Fabriqu(" 
parce que I'us~ge eecil cnntraire. 

9. Dans les PalOis,esde St. Cuthbert, Champlain et Bati,can I'll j'<li 
ete CUle, j'ai trollve I'usage etabli d'apl>eler aux As,emblecs de i:a
brique que les seui:; rnarguilliers. ~uant aux Par..issea de St. Antoine 
de la RiViere du Lonr, de Sle. Crenevieve et St. Sianisias sur]a Riv.(\le 
Hati,can, Ste. Anne de la Grande Anse, St. Patrice de la ltlvie(e Cll 
Loup, Kacouna et I'Ile Yerte, all j'ai desservi seul, j'y ai ete trop pell 
d~ temps puur pouvoir repondre d'une maniel'e positive. 

10. Ja nais a rna connais.-ance, aUClln rle mes paroissicns actuels all an
ciens se sont plaints de n'etre pa~ adrnig aux As,/imblees de Faurique, ni 
n'en ant tirnoigne Ie desir. 

11. Si elle ecait trailee dans tOllte son cenJue elle sllrpasscrait Jc beau
coup les bomes d'une lettre. .Ie me contenterai de faite quelques teftex
ions, I 0 Lorsque j'on fait line assernb:ee de I'aroisse pour ,JOe bflli"e 
d'egli;e Oll pour 101lie autre fill, il est notoire. que Ie pIllS SOllvent- ds ne 
s'accordent point. 2 C Si Ie- tltttall'es sont admis aux Assemblces de 
FabriqnE', Outre qu'il eo! difficile de decider qui soot ees notables, taus 
led par(}i~s'ens pretendront e,re de ce nnmure ; personl>e n'lgnnre que Ie 
sysleme d'egalitc regne parmi IlOS cllltivdteurs. 3 0 Si les notables 80m 

admis dans title Ass~rr.biee de Fabrique, ils voud,ont etre admls dans 
toute3 ; aIMS il devient ridicule d'assembler lOll'e une Paroisse pour deS
CIder :,'11 est uccessaire d'achertlr llne aune de ruban, on autre chuse sen:· 
blable; car on n'ignore ~)as que nous ne POUV01l5 fain~ de; deFe"ses ext I ~
ordinaires sans Ie ccntloie des fauriciens. 4 0 Taus les revenus ce, I'd
briques SOllt des dOllS vololtfaircs <'t nullclnfnt des ter.es SUI k, parnis
si'?t1s: p'Jltr'1'~oi alaI'S Ie cnn'.I{"C ce la f'~'<:>Loc? .:. C i.es OJdrgurl:icls 
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tary donal ions, and by no means from taxe~ levied llponthe Puishil1ners: 
what therefore. for the controul of the Parish. .5th.-The Marguilliers 
being usually chosen from amongst the most hOIlo.rable and p,if:cipal 
people of a Parish, why should they not be fit to manage the affai,s of a 
Fabrique? especially when conscience compels I bem 10 do it with the 
utmost inlegrity. 6th-[t is unhf'ard of in our Parist.f's, that they have 
misconducted themselves in their management. 71h.- If it were p09sible 
for malversations to take place in the management of the funds of tbe 
Fabrique, is it not known that there is an efficient remedy, sinca the 
Bishop, in bis parochial visitations looks at the aCCOUf!ts of the Margllll
)iers who have quitted office, allows tbem, and avptoves of them, if theV 
are in regular order; and that c.n such occasions every individ1lal has a 
right of complaining, and of being heard? These reflections might ill
duce many others. I will pass by in silence the reflections that might be 
made on the same question, with telation to the Clergy, who, under every 
circumstance, have shewn themselves as loyal, as the Country had a righe 
to expect. 

12. It is very d fficult to answer this question, especially in t he short 
time which has been given us to do it in; It would require an argumenta
tive treatise for discIJssing this matter. 

F. X. MARCOUX, Priest. 

Parish of Ste. Gene'l;ie'{)e de Batiscan. 

Since 1727 until 1760 when Stt". Genevieve existed M" Ih F b . . as a lSf.lOn, 
e 'a I'Ique meel1ngs'l.at some times consisted of Marguilliel'S alone, 

and at ot~crs of Margu,l),lers and Parishioners; and since then, umil the 
~res~nt wne, the Fabnque meetings, both of St. Gpnevleve and of St 
StaOlslas have bt!cn composed of l\IarguiIliers alone, in whose presence th; 
accounts were rcndeled a d Ih I . f . . . A ...' nee eellOn 0 a new Margt1lliter proceeded 
Ill. nd my {)p11l10n I' as t th ". f II d h F . c, 0 e partICIpatIOn 0 I)erson~ who are to be 
ca '~r to II e 'a~nque meetings, that it should he the old and new Ma' 
g.tlI ters a one, 111 Older that all things may alwa s a on in 01 .

!lItherto; and they are the ollly ones whom I conJde~ as N, der, as 
IS to say as pereons capable of taking a share in the affairs .~;btlh(eS'Fthabat 
rlqucs. • 

St G " '- e cnCVICV€ de RaliH:an, 
lst March, PlSI. 

f. X. COTE, Priest. 
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elant ordinailemcllt choisis panni les plus hOlln~t~s el Ics plus malqllans 
d'llile Parois;e, pourqulli ne seraient-ils point propreo ;l "erer les blCIiS 
d'une Fabrique, SlIrtout lorsque la cl)nscience It's Dbligc abe faire de la 
maniere la plus integre? 6 0 Ii est inoul dans no;; paroisses qll'lis aiellt 
mah'erse dans leur geslion. i::: S'd etail pos,ible qu',1 y eut des malvcr
sations dans la gestion des biens de Fdbriqu(', ignore_t.on qu'il y a lIll 

remede efficacr, puisque l'Ev~que dalls ses visites de Paroisses, voit les 
comptes de. mal'gullliers sort is de charge, les allone et les approuve &'.Is 
sont dans les formes, et que totlle personne a Ie droit de se plaindre dans 
ces circonst ances, et d'en etre eCOllte? De ees reflexions, un pellt ell 
indllire quantite d'autres. Je passerai sous silence les riflexions que l'on 
pourrait faire sur la meme question, par rapport au clerge qui, dans 
to utes les cirCOlistances s'est mOllue loyal, aut ant qlle la pat,ie avait 
droit de l'c:xigel. 

12, II est tres difficile cl'y repond·e. fiur tout lians Ie peu de temps qnB 
l'OIl n JUS donne ponr Ie faire ; il fauurait un traitc rai~'Jnlle sur cette ma
tiere. 

F. X. MARCOUX, Ptre, 

Paroisse de Ste. Gene'l)ih.'c de BatiscaJl. 

J'ai a vous informer que, d"puis 1725 jusqu'en 17GO, IOl'sque Sle. 
Genevieve etait desservie par mie de mis.ion, les Assemblces de Fabrique 
e{aient composees tantot de marguilliers seulement, tanlot de marguil. 
Iiers et de parois5iens ; et depnis jusqu'l't pre,'ellt, les Assemblees de Fa· 
brique, tant de Ste. Genevieve que de St. Stalljsla~, onl ele comp(l>ees 
des marguilliers scu15, en p,esenee desquels on reudail les comptes ct 011 

procedait a l'election d'un nouveaU marguillier. Et mon opinion sur la 
participation de3 personnes <Jui d"ivent ~tl'e appelees dans les Assen;bJees 
de Fabrique, ce sont les anciens et nouveaux marguilliel s fellls, poor fJue 
loules les chases se tassenl toujours dans l'ord{e, conlme jusqu'a pre. 
Bent; et cesont les seuls que je regarde ccn,me Tiolablcs, c'ot ildire, 
comme capables de participer aux affaires de la Fabriqllc. 

SIC. Gef!evieve de Batisean, 
IerMatsl831. 

F. X. lOTE', PUe. 



Parish qf Beauport. 

1. The old and new Marguilliers alone take a part in the deliberations 
of the F~brique, in the Parish of Beallport. 

2, Thi, custom has becn established here since i i 16, withou; having 
experienced any change. 

~·L The election of a new Ma"guillier has always been made by the 
old and ~e\V l\larguilliers, even before the Conquest. As to tl.e' render. 
ing of aCCDunts, it appears by the records thaI tbat was at first only clune 
before the Mall':uillicrs in office. 

4·. The Notables can never have been di~contillued a9 forrrdng a part 
of the Fab. ique meetings, sillce they were never called on for that pur· 
pose. 

S This system never having exis'ed, 110 change in that respect has 
taken place in our Pa-ish. 

6. I never took at the election of Marguilliers any other votes thall 
t hose of the old and new 1\1 arglliiiil'rs. 

7. My mode of cOllvoklllg any kind of mee:ing is Ihlls :-" The old 
Rlld new Ma"gl1illiers are r~quested to meel at ILc Sacristy at the C(lIIC]U-
51<1[1 of Mass, in order to p,oceed to the election of a new MargllilI:n, 
and to" &c. 

8. Never having hegup. calling the Notables to the meetings, I cf'uld 
not have discontinued doinp; so. 

9. At Kaconn>l and at Riviere <Ill Loup, where I remained t IVO years, 
J fonnd I he custom established, and wInch J followt,d, of calling nOlle 
(0 the Fahrique meetings but tlte old and new Margulllicrs. 

10. I have been lold that some of my Parishio"e's complained a year 
ago, of not havillg been snmmoned to the election of lVIarguiliiers; but [ 
was never asked, and much less compelled to admit them. 

1 I. As to the Notable Iuhabitallts participating in [he Fcbriqlle meet
ings, I do not any how see what me it could be of; aq the cont rary cus. 
tom has prevailed In almost all the <lnciem Pari,hes, and even III the 
greater part of the recent one', the affairs of the Fabriques have almost 
always been conducted to the satisfaction of the Parishioners. 

12. In the event that the Notable Inhabitants are to\-,articipatc in the 
Fahrique meetings, on certain occa,ions, sl1ch, for instance, as the elcc
tir n of a new l\larg!lilJ,e r, it doe, not appear to rr,e to be an easy matter 
t<> designate tho!'e Notablps, for ~lmost all the Parishioners haH: claims 
to that distinction Nevertheless, if the Committee, has determined to 
adopt any mea,ure of this kind, a measure ... .'hich I beliere, wOlild not 
tend to remove dtfliellltie', bllt to increase them; the following is what 
.1 think I alight t~ sug!'cst as to the qualification of the NotabJ-es. As, 
In <llmost all the {'<'\lnt I y Pat;.,hcs, Q~ at lea5\ in mine, only ClIltivalor's 
"re 1I5'llIl1y takell f.;r :\!HguiUlcr" 1I(lIlC bu', ~lIch ill hare a cllim to f; 
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Pa)'oi.~8e de Beallporf. 

1. Le, seuls anciens et nOI1\'Ca,l,( m;1rguilliers ant p~Ht allx Mlibtra. 
lions de Fabri'j.lc dall, la Paroisse de Eeauport. 

2. Cet usage y est t;tabli depllis 1716, salis av\)ir epruuve de change_ 
ment. 

S. L'election du nOU\'e~ll margllillier ,'cst tOllJOUiS ftite rJr les an
ciens, ~t nouveatl~ margnilliers, memc aV:1l1t la cllnqll~te. ~uant it la 
reddttloll des comptes, II ap.,crt par les rc6ittes qn',·j]e b'cst faite d'abotd 
dev:llIt les seuls margnillier~ de I'reuvre. 

4. Le~ notables n'ont ptl cesser de faire partie des f\s,;cmblces de Fa
ori'lue, n'ayant jamals ete convoques a ce slIjet. 

5. Cet 01 di'e de ChClSCS n'ayant point existe, it n'y a point cn de chan
gement dans nc.tre \.'aroisse. 

6. Je n'ai jamais rer;u a I'e~cctinn des marguilliers les vo~es d'an,res 
per,onnes que des anciens Et nouveaux marguilliers. 

7. l\la manicre de convoqner nne asscmblce quclconque est ce!1e ei : 
Les anciens et nouveaux m<.rgllilliers sont pries de &'ascembler a la Sacris
lie 11 l'is,ue de la I\lcose, pour prod:der a 1'6Iecti,,11 d'llU lIouve~u marguil
lier, I~our, etc. 

8. N'ay.lOt ja.mai~ commence a appeler lea ntlUlb!es am: assemblies, je 
n ai pu ces'er de Ie fairc~. 

9. A KaCOlJlla et a la Riviere du Loup quej'ai desservi cl~ux ans, j'ai 
trotHe etabli cl j'ai suivi l'u3age de Ile eonvoquer aux i\ssemblcos de Fa
brique que les anciens et nouveaux margllilliers. 

10. Quelques-llns de mes paroisiiens, m'a,t'oll <lit, s'etaient plaint" 
il y a un an, de n'ctre !las appeles a l'election des margililliers; mal5 on 
ne m'a jamais demaud6 ni encore moins force ales y admet tre. 

I I. Quant a !a participation des habitans notables aux A6~emblees de 
Fab,iquc, je l1e voi. nullcment quelle en serait l'utilite, vu que l'u,age 
contrai,e ctant crabli dans presque toutes les anciennes i'aroisses et mt:me 
dans la plnpart de, nouvelle", les affaires de~ Fabriques onl plesque tOll

jour~ etc ge ees a la sati,faction des paroissiens. 
12. Ddn; le5 cas on les habitans notables derraient participer aux As. 

sembl6es de Fabrique, dans certains cas, par exemple pour l'election 
d'un nOUVea l ] marglltllic"il ne me paralt pas aise de designer ces notables; 
car presque tous les paroissiens ont des pretentions ace ti're. Ncanmoins, 

, si votre Cornite est decide a adopter quelqnc mesure a ce ~l1jet, mesure 
que je n,e crois pas devoir retrarcher les difficlllte<, mai, les augn,enler, 
yo!ci ce que je crois devoir lui suggerer sur la qualification de~ lIotab!cs. 
Comme dans presque toutes les ParQisses de campagne, Oll au moins dar s 
la mienne, on ne prend ordtnairement pour marguillier, qne des culliv;.
lenrs, 'Oil oe doit appeler pour l'elirc, qne cellX qui ont des pretentiun. 
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that office, in their quality of Cultivators oll'ght to be called upon to 
elect them. As 10 any other meetings, it apppars to me to be useless to 
convoke the Notables for them, for, having by ,heir own choice judged 
sncll or snch a person capable of conducting the concern,~ o~ the, Fab. 
rique, they must be preoumed to approve of all he does, durmg his rna· 
nagement. 

CH. BEGIN, Priest. 

Beauport, 25th February, 1831. 

Parish Q[ BecancOllr. 

1. The persons, who here, at B6car.cour, take part in the Fabrique 
meetings, are the old an(i new Marguiliiers. 

2. 1 have no knowledge of any alteration; I found all matters settled 
as they arE', when I came to the place, in 1819. 

3. I have no knowledge of any other custom relative to the election 
of Marguilliers and the rendering of accounts. I have seen nothing in 
the record~ of the Fabrique that can ellable me to give al;y information 
to the G,mrniltee on this subject. 

4. Neither have I any knOWledge that the Notables, previously assist
ed at the Fabrique meetings: it seems that they did not. 

5. Nor have 1 any knowledge that there previously existed any other 
mode of cOllvocation, than to convoke the old and new Marguilliers at 
the Sermon. 

6. Consequently I received no other votes than those of the"old and 
new Marguilliers ~t the election of Marguilliers. 

7. In all the Fabrique meetings, as well all ordina'y occasions, as for 
the rendering uf accounts, and for the election of MargniHiers, I always 
convoked at the Sermon the old and new Marguilliers. 

8. As I never summoned the Notables, along with the Marguilliers, 
it follows that I never discontinued from summoning them. 

9. I resided at Cape Breton before I camc here. There was there no 
regulation respectillg the Fabrique, and I only convoked the head$ of 
families. 

10. I have no knowledge of any complaints made by my Parishion'ers 
and Proprietors for beIng excluded from the Fabrique meetings. Nor 
have the C9utU inlet fered at all. 



it cette c.harge en I.:ur qualite de cultivateurs. Quant aux aut res assem
blee., it me pala!t illu:ile de. convoquer les notables, puisqu'ayant juge 
par Leur choix telle Oll tellepersonne capable de gerer le~ affaires de la 
Fabrique, ils sont censes approuver tout ce qU'elle fera durant sa gestion. 

C'H. BEGIN, Ptre. 

Beauport, Ie 25 Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse de Becancour. 

1. Le& personnes qui prennent part ici, a Becancour, aUK ASBemblees 
de Fabrique, sont les anciens et nou veaux marguilliers. 

2. Je n'ai nulle connaissance d'aucllll changement: j'ai trouve lea 
choses ainsi etablies quand je 6uis arrive dans l'endroit en 1819. 

3. Je n'ai connaissance d'auclln autre usage relativement a I'dection 
des margllilliers et a La reddition des c0mptes : je n'ai rien vu dans Ie, 
regitres de la ·Fabrique qui puisse dOflner des renseignemens au Comite 
sur ce slljet. 

4. J e n'ai point de connaissance non plus, si les notables assistaient 
auparavant aux Assemblees de Fabrique : il parait que non. 

5. Je n'ai point de connaissance non plus, qu'it y ait eu precedemment 
d'autre mode de convocation, quP, de convoquer au prone les anciens et 
nouveaux marguilliers. 

6. Je n'ai point re<;u consequemment d'autres votes que des anciens 
et nouveaux marguilliers a l'election de marguilliers. . 

7. Dans toutes ies Assemblces de Fabrique, tam dans les cas ordidai
res que pour la reddition des comptes et l'election des marguilliers, j'ai 
toujours convoque au prone les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers. 

8. N'ayant jamais appele les notables avec les marguilliers, il s'ensuit 
que je n1ai pas cesse de les appeler. 

9. J'ai reside au Cap Breton avant de venir ici. II n'y avait Iii au-
cun reglement iI l'egard de la Fabrique, et j'y convoquals les chefs de 
famille. 

10. Je Il'ai aucune connaissance de plainte que mes paroissicns et pro
pl'ietl!.ires soient exclus des Assemblees de Fabrique ; et aussi te! COUfi

n'r $ont point interven ue,. 
H 



58 

11. Airour Fabrique matter!> terminate p~aceably: no. ~ne c?n'lplains, 
and I do not desire anYoalteration. Th,e motiVe of my OpIniOn, IS to pre .. 
serve the tranquility that exists in my Parish. -

12. The Notables are nearly all on an equality with the others-they 
are aU land-holders. 

FRS. LEJAMTEL, Priest, Cure. 

Becancour, the 23d February, IS31. 

Parish if Be/ceil. 

1. The meetings are generally composed of the old "and new Mar. 
gUil\iers; if they are upon matters regarding all the land-holders, they 
are called in. 

2. This custom has always existed so ~ince the erection of the Parish; 
the books, and the evidence of the old Inhabitants, testity it. 

3. The rendering of accounts, and the elections of Marguil1ier~, are 
made in the presence of the old and new Marguilliers, and of all respect
able persons, when there are any. Such is the custom of the Pari.h of 
Belceil, and of that of St. Hilaire, since their -erection. Belooil exists 
since 1772, and St. Hilaire since 1799. 

4. When respectable persons do not corne t-o the meetings, it is ue.
cause they do not choo&e. 

5. No one has ever claimed the right of attending the Fabrique meet. 
ings, because it is left tl) the choice of every respectable person to at. 
tend. 

6. Twenty four or thirty pel'llons generally assist at the ,elections of 
Marguilliers, and at tbe rendering of accounts. 

7. The old and new Marguilliers are summoned, and the others come 
afterwards, if they choose. 

S. I never 6ulI\n::oned the Notables to the elections of Marguilliersf 
nor to the audition of -accounts. nor have I been required to summon 
them. 

·91, I hiLV~.Ol)ly had, the. cure, of t):le Jlari~l:Ies. o03~1~1 and St .. Hil
~ire. 
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II. Toules ~03 aff~ires i:!e~abl'ique se te:nlinent paisiblemeiJt ; per
sonne Ill! se platllt, N Je ne deWe point de chailgement. Le motif de 
m~11 opinion est de consetver la paix telle qU'elIe existe dans ma Pa
rOlsse . 

. 1 'l. Les notables iei sont it peu'pres egaux aux autres, taus proprlc
tanes. 

FRS. LEJAMTEL, Plre. Cure. 

Bckal1cour, 23 Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse de Belail. 

1. Les assemblees se composent ordinairement des anciens et nouveaux 
marguilliers ; si se sont des chases clui regardent tous les tenanciers, ils 
y sont taus appeles. 

2. L'nsage a toujours existe tel depuis I'etablis'ement de la Paroisse; 
les livres et Ie telDoignage des anciens en font foi. 

3. La reddition des comptes, les elections des marguiIliers se font en 
presence des anciens crt nouveaux marguilliers' et de toutes personnes res
pectables, quand il s'en trouve; tel est l'usage de la Pal'oisse de Belreil 
et St. Hilaire depuis leurs etablissement , Belreil existe depuis 1772, et 
St. Hilaire depuis 1799. 

4. Quand les gens respectables n'assistent pas aux assem blees, c'est 
qu'ils ne Ie veu!ent pas. 

S. Personne n'a jamais reclame Ie d'roit d'assister aux Assemblees de 
Fabrique, puisqu'on laisse Ie choix it toute personne respectable d'y as-
sister. > 

6. Vil1gt-quatre 11 trente personnes assistent ordiildirement allX elec
tions de marguilliers et aux redditions de comple~. 

7. Les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers sont appeles, et lea aut res y 
viennent ensitite, s'ils Ie desirent. 

8. Je n'ai jamais demande les notables ~our les elections de marguil. 
lierS', ni poor Ia reddition des comptes, ni on ne m'a demande de Jes ap
peler. 

9. Je n'ai desservi que leS' ParoissC!s :Belceil et St. Hilaire. 
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10. A small number of the Parishioners of St. Hilaire at the instiga
tion of the Seigneur, have claimed, by Petitioll, the right of admitting 
the Notables to the meetings; a thing which was never denied them. 

11. Giviug to the Notables in the large Parishes the right of attend
ing the meetings, would be to produce disputes, that might not, perhaps, 
be the case in t he less populous Parishes. 

12. The Notables might consist of the Captains and other Commis
sioned OfficerR of Militia; elderly persons who enjoy a certain income: 
and those persons who hold situatiuns of honor. 

J. fite. BELANGER, Prie~t. 
BelQ.lil, 6th March, 1831. 

Parish Q[ St. Benoit. 

1. The old anu new Marguilliers are alone admitted to the meetingS 
and deliberations wllich concern the affairs of the Fabriques, and the 
Notables have never been called on, excepting when the Parish was first 
erected, and then only in order to give their votes to appoint the first 
Marguilliers. 

2. This custom commenced with the establishment of this Fabrique, 
and there has never been any variation nor interruption in it. 

3. My Parish not having been erected till after the Conquest in 
1799, there is no answer to the first part of this question; as to the 
second, our Fabrique Registers prove that the MarguiIiiers alone have 
had a share in the election of the Fabriciens, and in the audition of their 
accounts. 

4. The Notables llave never been admitted to the deliberations of tho 
Fabrique, except in the cases mentiolled in my eleventh answer . 

• 1). Same answer as above. 
6. Never. 
7. 'The convocation takes place at the Sermon of the Parochial Mass, 

in the following terms; "Messieurs the old and new Marguilliers are 
}'equested to meet at the Sacristy at the close of the Mass, at the sound 
of the bell for the election of a new Marguillier, the receiving of ac. 
counts, or for the affairs of the Fnbrique," &c. 

8. See my eleventh answer. 
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10. Les peroissiens de St. Hilaire, en petit nOI11~re, et it l:instigation 
du seigneur, ont demande par une requetr Ie droit d'admettre les notables 
aux assemblees; chose qu'on ne leur a jamais refusee. 

11. Donner aux notables, dans les grandes Paroisses, Ie droit d'as
sister aux assemblees, c'est y mettre Ie trouble; -;a ne serait peut-etre 
pas Ie cas dans les paroisses peu populeuses. 

12. Les notables pourraient e:tre les capitaines et autres officiers supe
rieurs; les gens ages, qui jouissent d'un certain revenu ; desgens qui 
ont un emploi honorable. 

J. Bte. BELANGER, Plre. 
Belooil, 6 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Benoit. 

1, Les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux sont sellis admis aux assem
blees el deliberations qui regardent les affaires de Fabrique, et les nota
bles n'y ont jamais ete appeles, excepte lorsque Ia Paroibse a ete formce, 
et ce seulement pour donner leur voix pour nom mer les p(emiera mar
guilliers. 

2. eel usage a commence a l'ctablissement de cette Fabrique, et il n'y 
a jamais eu de variatIOn ni d'interruption. 

S. Ma Paroisse n'ayant ete ctablie qu'apres la conquele, en mil·sept
cent-quatre-vingt-dix-neuf, il n'y a point de reponse it la premiere partie 
de cette question; quant a la seconde, nos regitres de Fabrique font 
foi que les marguilliers seuls ont eu part a. I'election des fabriciens et it la 
reddition de leurs comptes. 

4. Lea notables n'ont jamais ete admis aux deliberations de Fabrique, 
excepte dans Ies cas expliques it IT a onzieme n~ponse. 

5. Meme reponse que ci-dessull. 
6. Jamais. 
7. La convocation se fait au prone de la Messe Paroissiale dans lea 

termes sui vans : MM. les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux sant pries de 
s'assembler it la Sacristie it l'issue de la Messe, au son de la clache, pour 
I'election d'nn nouveau marguillier, reddilioll de comptes, ou pour des 
affaires de Fabrique, etc. 

8 VOjez rna onzieme tepons<l. 
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9. I have nut been a Cure any where but at St. Benoit. 
10· No one in my Parish has complained of not having a share in the 

affairs of the Fabrique, nor has taken any steps in order to gf!t admitted, 
and no decision of aoy Court has intervened with respect to this usage, 
which has been continued in the most peaceful manner till the present 
time. 

11. I called together the Notables along with the Marguilliers, on the 
2d of.April, 1804, in order, 1st. - To enter an opposition with the Sheriff 
against a Marguillier who had not given in his accounts; 2d. Another 
on the 16th June, 1805, to report to the whole Parish that we had re
ceived the money that was owing; 3d. Anothel· meeting of Notables 
took place on the 14th Febniary, 1827, for assessing- the Inhabitants to 
defray the fees of the Beadle, when he made his annual collection, as well 
as for appointing constables to preserve gG-od order on Sundays and holi
days, and paying them. These are the only occasions on which, hither
to, the Notables have been called to the meetings. Bur, as to the or
dinary Fahrique meetings, I am of opinion that the Notables, that is to 
say the land-proprietors, ought not to be called to them, because such 
meetings would be less beneficial 10 the interests of the Fabriques, than 
such as are customary in the largest number of Parishes; and for these 
reasons; that in a numerous meeting ofindividuals, whl) will all call them. 
selves Notables, and whom it will always be difficult to identify as such, 
too many passions will come in contact, too many different interests. pre
tensions brought forward, and a party spirit generated; so that I do not 
believe that the affairs of our Fabriques, would, on that account, be better 
managed. 

12. It is very difficult to de termine what persons ought to be consi. 
dered as Notables, because every landholder or head of a family, would 
claim to have that right. 

M. J. FELIX, Priest. 

St. Benoit, 28th February, 1831. 

Parish Q[ Berthier. 

1st-None but the Marguilliers, old and new, are admitted 
to take part in the election of Marguilliers, and for the reception 
of accounts. 2d-In extraordinary meetings, heJd on account of 
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9 .• Je n'ai point etc: Cure aillel1rs qu'a St. Benoit. 
10. Person{le daot; rna Paroisse oe s'est plaint de n'avoir point de part I 

aux affaires de Fabrique, ni n'a fait de demarche pour y etre admis, et 
aucunedecision de COUl" n'est iatervenue sur eel usage, qui s'est perpetue 
dt; Ia maniere la plus paisible jusqu'a present. 

II. J'ai appele les notables avec les marguilliers Ie 2 Avril 1804, pour 
faire 1 0 Vne opposion chez Ie sht:rif CJntre un marguillier qui n'avait 
point remis ses cvmptes; 2 0 Un autre Ie Hi Juin 1805, pour rendre 
compte a toute la Paroisse que 1I011S avions reussi a retirer les argens qui 
etaiellt dus; 3 0 Uoe autre assE'mblee de notables a eu lieu Ie 14 Fe
vrier 1827 pour taxer les habitans pour les hoooraires du bedeau, lors
qu'il fait sa quete aonuelle, ainsi que pour etablir des connetables pour 
feiller au bon ordre les Dimanches et Fetes, et Ie, salarier. Ce sont les 
seuls cas jusqu'a present au lea notables ont ett: appeles aux assemblees. 
Mais pour lea assemblees ordinaires de Fabrique; je-suis d'opinion que les 

,notables, c'est-a·dire, les proprietaires, ne doivent point y etre appeles, 
parce que ces asscmblees seront toujours mains avantageuses auk interets 
des Fabriques, que celles qui sont en usage dans la plupart des Paroisses; 
et voici pourquoi: Dans une assemblee nombreuse d'i!!dividus qui se 
diront tous notables, et qu'il sera tonjours difficile d'identifier, il se trou· 
vera trop de passions en contact, d'jnlerets differens, de pretentions en 
ressor!, et d'esprit de parti ; et je ne cfois pas que les affaires de nos Fa
briques en fussent mieux administrees.-

12. 11 est tres·difficile de determiner qU'elies sont les personnes que 
1'0n doit regarder comme notables, parce que tout propnetaire ou chef 
de famiile croit avo ir ce droit. 

M. J. FELIX, Ptre. 
St. Benoit, 28 F evrier 1831. 

Paroisse de Bertlzier. 

1. Bn'y a que les marguil1iers anciens et nouveaux qui font admis 
p9.ur les,t\lections d,es marguilliers et pour la reddition des comptes. 
2vo, J;),jIlS lesaifemb-lees ex.traordinaires pour des reparations (on-
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large repairs, of alter-pieces, pulpits, vaults, &c. th~ Notables are 
called in, and those who present themselves are admitted. . 

2. When 1 succeeded to Mr. Pouger, in 1818, 1 found this cus.;. 
tom established, and 1 have followed it. 

3. The oldest document is that of Mr. Kerberio, Curate of 
Berthier, in 1754, and until 1767. There are no Records of the 
elections of new Marguilliers; but there is a b~ok of accounts of 
Marguilliers, which have always been rendered III the presence of 
the Marguilliers: there is no mention made of Notables, except
ing in 1765, in the minutes of a meeting for extraordinary repairs, 
for roofing the Church, and for the steeple: to that meeting the 
Trustees, old Marguilliers and Notables were called. In 1764, a 
Minute of a meeting at the close of the Parochial Mass, in the 
usual manner, of Marguilliers as well old as new, as to the necessity 
of repairs, to appoint Experts. Trustees, Workmen, &c. 2d
In 1768, Mr. Papin, successor to Mr. Kerberio. The minute of 
a meeting is found of all the Inhabitants, by order of the Bishop 
of Quebec, Mgr. Briant. Several Marguilliers were in arrear for 
their accounts, with a deficit occasioned by a robbery of the chest; 
the question was to enquire into and acknowledge the honesty of 
the MargLlilliers'l and to acquit them entirely. Mr. Papin was 
Curate about ten years. There are no records of the elections 
of Marguilliers; but a book of the accounts of the Marguilliers, 
held in the mode of his predecessor, in presence of the Marguil
liers. 3d-The successor of Mr. ?apin is Mr. Pouget, from 1777 
till 1818. The usual formula for the' rendering of the accounts 
of the Marguilliers held in the Parsonage house, in the presence 
of the Marguilliers. The minutes of the elections of Marguil
]iers :-the usual formula: "The Marguilliers dulv assembled 
have elected by a plurality of votes," &c. • 

4. & 5. No answers; there having been no change. 
6. No :-the meetings consists in general of from ten to twenty i 

a larger number might CJme if they chose. 
7. " Messieurs the Marguilliers, old and new, are requested to 

meet at the Presbytery, at the c1o[e of Mass." 
8· According to what precedes, this quefiion c.oes not regard 

me. 
9. ] st-I was for fix years Curate of La Valtrie, and La 

Noraye, and I followed, with respect to the meetings, the [arne 
cufiom as at Berthier. 2d-1 was for nineteen years Curate at 
S C ' , 
• t. I!thbert, and I followed the same, and always in these differ-
ent places, without opposition. ' 
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fidi'l'ablcs, entrcprifes Je l'etables, c::haire, voute, etc., les notables 
y font appeles, et on lailfe entrer ceux qui fe prcfentent. 

'J. Succedant a MO!lfieur Pouget en 1818, j'ai trouve cet ufage 
etabli, et je I'al fuivi. 

3, Premierement, Ie plus ancien document ell: de feu Mr. Ker
berio, Cure de Berthier, en 1754 jufqu'en 1767. II n'y a point 
d'actts pour les election~ des nouveaux mal'guilliers ; mais il y a 
un iivre des compte" des marguilliers, qui font taus rendus en 
prefence des marguilliers : il n'e!! point fait mention de notable, 
excepte en 1765, dans un acte d'alfemblee pour reparations extra
ordinaires, couverture de I' eglife, Ie clocher ; les fyodics, anciens 
marguilliers et notables y font appeles. En 1764 un actc d'aflem
blee a l'iifue de la Meffe Paroiffiale en la maniere ordinaire des 
marguilliers tant anciens que nouveaux, fur la necefiite des repa. 
rations, pour nomOler des experts, fyndics, ouvriers, etc. Deux
iemement, en 1768, 1\11'. Papin, fucceffeur C:e Mr. Kerberio. On 
trouve un acte d'aifembli§e de tous les habitans par ordre de I'E
veque de Quebec, l\lgr. Briant. Pluueurs marguilliers fe trou
vant en arriere pOut leurs compt( s, avec un deficit occaGonoe par 
un vol au coffre.fort, il s'agiifait de reconnaitre et avouer la prohite 
des marguilliers et les decharger entierement. Mr. Papin a ete 
Cure dix ans environ. II n'y a [,oint d'actes pour les elections des 
rnarguilliers; mJis un livre de comptes pour les marguilliers tenu 
felon la rnarche de fon predeceiTeur, en prefence des marguilliers. 
Troifiemement, Ie fuccelfeur de Mr. IJapin ell: Mr. Pouger, depuis 
1777 jufqu'en 1818; La formule ordinaire pour la reddition des 
comples des marguilliers; tenue en la maifon curiale en prefence 
des marguiaiers. Cn y trou ve les actes de; elections des margUll
liers. Sa formule ordinaire : Les marguilliers dCunent alfembles 
ont elu it la plura:ite des voix ...• 

4. et 5. Sans rcponfe, n'ayant eu aucun changement. 
6. Non; les alfemblees font ordinairem'!nt de douze a vingt. 

Un plus grand nombre pourrait venir s'il voulait. 
7, Meffieurs les rnarguilliers, anciens et nouveaux, font pries 

de s'aifembler au presbytere it l'iifue de la Meife. 
8. Apres les precedens, celte quefl:ion nc me regarde pas. 

9. Premierement, j'ai eti': Cure 6 ans de La Valtrie et La No
raye, et j'ai fuivi pour les aifemblt~es Ie ml:me ofage qu'~ ~er~h~er. 
Deuxiemement J"ai etc Cure 19 ans a St. Cuthbert,etj'al fmVl Ie 

• d' memc ufage, et toujours en ces differcns licux, f"llS contra le-
tion. 

I 
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10. No :-neither complaint, nor remonftrance; nor inter
vention of a Court. 

11. 1st-On extraordinary occasions, I think it necessary. 2d 
Are not, in the meetings for the election of Marguilliers, and for 
the auditing of accounts, the Margliilliers appointed Commiffion
ers ad hoc? Is it not their principal function? Is there not in 
Parishes that are of a tolerably ancient date, a number of Mar
guilliers fufficiently large? Reckon forty years, and there are 
forty Marguilliers who are Notables themiidves; why then should 
there be a greater plenty of them? For thirty eight years I have 
always done so ; I have lived in peace; all the wor!d has appear
ed to be satisfied; I have received the pastoral visitations of four 
Bishops, who have never found fault with my mode of conduct; 
what then can I desire more? 

12. When we read, for several months back, so many abu>ive 
writings upon the subject of the Cures and the Fabriques, what 
conclufion can be drawn than that enmity against the Cures and 
the Fabriques occafion them; and what wuuld be the conse
quence of a change? In fine I call Notables at Berthier, the 
Seigneur of the Place, the Representatives, the Justices of the 
Peace, the principal Officers of Militia, and various perfons of 
acknowledged integrity. 

L. LAMOTTE, Priest, 
Curate of Berthier. 

Derthier, 25th February, 183 J • 

Parish Q/ Ste. Therese de Blainville. 

1. The old and new MarguilJie~s alone assist at some meetings; 
~nd at others they attend along with the Notable Inhabitants, that 
IS to say thofe who have the most influence. 

2. This custom 5eems to have prevailed at BIainvi1le since a 
Fa?rique has .been in existence there, that is to fay finee ; 789. 

3. Accordmg to the Records, the election of Margllilliers has 
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~ o. Non; m plainte' ni reclamation, ni intervention de la 
CQur. 

11. Premierement, dans les affaires extraordinaires, je la trouve 
ileceff'aire ; deuxiemement, dans les aff'emblees pour les elections 
de marguilliers et reddition des comptes, les marguilliers ne font
ils pas Commiff'aires nommes ad hoc? N'ell-ce pall leur princi .. 
pale fonction? N'y a-t-il pas dans les Paroiifes un peu anciennes 
un affez grand nombre d'anciens marguilliers? Compter 40 ans ; 
voila 40 marguilliers, ,qui font eux-memes notables: pourquoi 
done une pIns grande surabondance? Depuis 38 ans, j'en ai tou
jours agi de meme; j'ai vecu en paix; tout Ie monde a paru con
tent; j'ai re<;u les visites pastorales de quatre Eveques, qui n'ont 
ja~ais condamne ma maniere d'agir: que dois-je deurer de plus? 

12. Quand on lit depuis plufieurs mois tant d'ecrits injurieux; 
fur les Cures et les FabriquEs, il y a bien apparence qu'on en veut 
aux Cures et aux Fabriques; et que fa nt-it conclure d'un chan
gement? Entin, j'appelle notables a Berthier, Ie feigneur du 
lieu, les reprefentans, les commiifaires de paix, les principaux 
officiers d~ milice, et plufieurs perfonnes d'une probite reconnue. 

Berthier-, 25 Fevrier 1831. 

L. LAMOTTE, Prare, 
Cure de Berthier. 

Paroisse de Ste. Tlufrese de Blainville. 

]. Les n1arguilliers anciens et nouveaux affi.'itent feuls a cer
taines aifemblees, et a d'autres affemblees affi"tem avec eux les 
habitans notable~, c'est-;;-dire, ceux qui ont Ie plus d'iril1uence. 

2. Cet ufage parait avoir fubllste a Blainville depuis qu'il y ex
ine une Fabrique, c'ell-a-dire, depuis 1789. 

3. D'apres les regltres, il parait que l'election du marguillier 
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always been made by the old and new Marguilliers and the Nota
ble Inhabitants. The rendering of accounts appears to have been 
made in the presence of the old, and new Marguilliers alone. 

4. The Notable Inhabitants have continued to affist' at the meet· 
ings to which they have been called. ' 

5. All the convocations entered of record, are conceived in 
nearly the fame terms. 

6 At elections of Marguilliers I have received the votes of the 
old and new: Marguilliers and thofe of the Notable Inhabitants. 
The num,ber of voters rims generally from thirty to fifty. 

7. For the eleltion of Marguilliers I have convoked the old and 
new Marguil1iers, and the Notables: for the rendering of a.c
counts I have called the old and new Marguilliers alone. It has 
been the same for extraordinary expences. 

8. I have always called the Notables to those meetings where it 
j~ is usual for them to be. 

9. I have never had the cure of any other Parish than of 
Blainvil1e. ' 

10. I have no knowledge of my Parishioners having complain
ed of the customs followed in the Fabrique meetings. 

II. My opinion is that the participation of the Notable Inhabi
tants in the Fabrique meetings, would be in conformity with the 
wishes of all the Parishioners, and would have none other than 
beneficial results. 

12. In cafe the Notable Inhabitants be admitted to the Fabrique 
meetings, I conceive that they ought to be the Magistrates, the 
Notaries., the Physicians, the Captains of Militia, and the persons 
who had held the office of Trustees in the affairs of the Church. 
It appears to me that a law on this subject would remedy two .great 
evils which are complained of in many places, namely the bad 
administration of the funds of the Fabrique, and the di"order that 
prevails in fome meetings, in which all the Parishioners indiscri
minately take part in the deliberations. 

DUCHARME, Priest, Curate. 

Ste. Therese de Blainville, 
~d March, 1831. 



60 

5'eft toujonrs faite pat-Ies marguilJiers anciens et nouveaux, C't pJr 
les notables habitans. La reJJition des comptes paralt s'0trc 
faite en prefence des marguilliers, anciens et nouveaux fcule
ment. 

4. Les habitans notables ont continue a affister aux aifemblees 
auxquelles ils ont eu coutume d'~tre appeles. 

5. Toutes les convocations entrees dans les regitres font con
<rues a-peu-pres dans les memes termes. 

6. J'ai re((ll a l'€lection des marguilliers, les votes des marguil
liers anciens et nouveaux, et ceux des notables habitans. Le nom
bre des voteurs eft ordinairement de SO a 50. 

7. Pour l'election d'un marguillier, j'ai convoque les marguil
liers anciens et nouveaux et Ies notables. Pour la reddition des 
comptes, j'ai appele les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux feule
ment, II en a ete de m~me pour les depenfes extraordinaires. 

8. J'ai toujours appele les notables aux aifemblees ou ils avaient . 
eu coutume de l'etre. 

9. Je n'ai ete charge que de la Paroiife de Blainville. 

10. J e n'ai aucune connaiifance que mes paroiffiens f(;! {oient 
plaints des ufages fuivis dans les Aifemblt:;es de Fabrique. 

II. Mon opinion eft que la participation des habitans notables 
aux Aifemblees de Fabrique ferait plus felon Ie vern de tous les 
paroiffiens, et ne pourrait avoir que de bons reflIltats ..... 

12. Dans Ie cas 0)1 les habitans notables devraient participer aux 
AifembIees de Fabrique, il me Temble que, outre les m:agistrats, 
les notaires, les medecins, les tapitaines de milice, les perfonnes 
qui auraient exerc€ Ia charge de fyndics dans les travaux de l'e
glife . ; .. II me femble qu'une loi a ce fujet obvierait a deux 
grands inconveniens dont on fe plaint en plufieur;; endroits, fa
voir: la mauvaise adminiftration des biens de Fabrique, et le de-
fordre qui regne dans certaines aifemblt~es. ou tous les paroiffiens, 
fan! distinction, prennent part aux deliberations. 

DUCHARME, Ptre. Cure. 

Ste. Therese de Blainvil1e, 
Ie 2 M~rs 1831. 
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Parish if Blaiifindie. 

tn my Parish there have never been any other Fabrique meet· 
ings than those of old and new Marguilliers, as well for the elec~ 
tions as for the rendering of accounts, and for other matters con
cerning the Fabrique. Such has been the custom ever since the 
erection of the ParishJ as appears by the Records of the meetings 
kept by my predecessors, in whicn no mention is made of the Nota
bles, and to which no other fignatures are affixed than thofe of the 
Marguilliers, old and new. I was for three years the Cure of Ste. 
Fran<;ois de la Beauce, and for three years Cure of La Valtrie, and 
I did not fee there 'any other meetings than thofe of Marguilliers, 
and nothing that implied that antecedently any other persons had 
attended the meetings. I have never heard of any remonfirance 
or complaint by the people of the Parishes of which I have had 
the" cllre, either as to the mode in which the meetings were held, 
or as to the mode of adminifiering the funds of the F;.t.brique. 
There is, however, a man in my Parish, who wanted, at the last 
election, to speak about a Parish meeting, but generally, the people 
laughed at him, and the election of the lail Marguillier was made 
in the cuilomary way, by the old and new Marguilliers. I 00 not 
know what would be the result of Parish meetings inilead of 
Fabrique meetings. I know that thofe Parish meetings which 
are held on account of external repairs to the Church, and other 
matters, are generally disagreeable. I can not answer the lail 
quefiion; I do not know who may be confidered as Notables, and 
I believe all would lay claim to that designation. 

PAQUIN, Priest. 

Blairfindie, 1st March, 1831. 

Parish if BOllcherville. 

It would seem to me that it would have been more proper Co 
have correfponded upon sHch matters with the Dignitaries of the 
Church, who are the bounden Superiors with whom the Clergy 
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Paroisse de Blailjilldie. 

Dans ma Paroiife, il n'y a jamais en d'autres Aifemblees de Fa
briq lie que celles des anciens et nouveaux marguillierR, tant pour 
les elections que pour les redditions de comptes ct autres affaires 
concernant ia Fabrique. Tel a ete l'ulage dans cette PaToiife de
puis fon etabliifement, comme il appert par les actes d'aifemblees 
dreffes par les Cures mes predeceiIeurs, ou ii n'est fait aucune 
mention des notables, et qui ne portent d'autres fignatures que 
celles des marguilliers anciens et nouveaux. J'ai ete trois ans 
Cure de St. Fran'tois de la Beauce, et trois, Cure de La Valtrie ; 
je n'y ai vu que des aifemblees de marguilliers, et rien qui annon
c;:at qu'il y avait eu autrefois d'autres perfonnes qui aiIil1afient it 
ces memes aifemblees. Je n'ai jamais entendu aucune reclama
tion ou plainte par Jes gens des Paroilfes que j'ai deifervies, fur la 
maniere dont fe faisait les aifemblees, nl fur la maniere dont 
etaient administres les biens de la Fabrique. 1\ y a pourtant un 
hom me dans ma Paroiife qui voulut, it la derniere election, parler 
d'aifemblee de Paroiife ; mais generalement les gens le font mo
ques de lui, et i'eJection du dernier marguillier s'elt faite it l'ordi
naire par les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers. J e ne sais ce qui 
pourrait refulter des aifemblees de Paroiife au lieu des Aifemblees 
de Fabrique, mais je fais que les aifemblees de Paroiife, pour les 
reparations exterieures de l'eglife, et autres objets, font ordinaire· 
ment defagreables. Je ne faurais repondre it la derniere queltion ; 
je ne fais qui on pourrait regarder comme notables, ct je crois que 
tous pretendraient it ce titre. 

PAQUIN, Ptre • 

.Blairfindie, I er Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de Bouclzer'Ville. 

Les oc~upations indispenfables et multipliees dans Ie temps pre
fe~t, m'ont empeche de rcpondre plus tut a la lettre circulaire que 
vous m'avez adrelfec de la part du Comite de la Chambre d' As· 
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alone ought to have communication Ot, the fubject of the duties of 
their station. Such a mode would alfo have more promptly 
anfwered the views of the Committee. fince it is but a little time 
ago that the Bishop of Quebec procured from his Clergy pretty 
full information on the present question. Nevertheless, out of 
deference to thofe- gentlemen, I will enter as briefly as poffible 
into the_details of the quefiions propounded, anfwering them in 
the order in which. they appear. 

1< The old and new Marguiiliers are the only perfons who 
take a part in the deliberations of the Fabrique meetings in the 
Parish of Boucherville. 

2. This cufiom has existed from time immemorial, and there 
has never been any change in this Parifh. 

3. The Fabrique Records, which take their dat~ about a cen
tury back prove that, with regard to the election of Marguilliers, 
and to the rendering of accounts, the old and new Marguilliers 
alone deliberated and voted. When there has been a question 
that concerned. the whole Parish, fometimes the principal resi. 
dents in the Village, and fometimes the Inhabitants who we.re 
land.holders, have been called in. 

4. Anfwered above. 
5. Anfwered above. 
6. I never received the vote of any other perfol1§ than of the 

old and new Marguilliers, either at the election of a Marguillier, 
or any other matter concerning the Fabrique. The meetings 
generally consisted of twelve, fifteen, and twenty voters. 

7. In all cafes, I fummoned none but the old and new Mar
guilJier, to the Fabrique meetings. 

Answered above. 
9. Eefore I took charge of the Parish of Boucherville, I had 

the cure of four others in fuccession, and I fouud every where the 
fame practice prevailing as has been stated above. 

10. In none of the Parishes of which I have had the cure, have 
I heard anyone whomfoever complain of not being admitted to 
the Fabrique meetings, and I do not know of any steps having 
been taken, nor of the intervention of any Court on the fubject. 
Yet I have latterly been informed, that in the County of ChambJy, 
in which my Parish is fituated, certain perfons ddirous of appear. 
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.semb:ee, au fujet des AtTemblees de Fabrique. It m'aurait paru 
pIns conforole a l'ordre, de traiter ces forie,; d'atT.lire,; avec les 
chef,; ecclesiastique,;, qui font les fuperieurs obll!!,;el', avec lefquels 
feuls les individu, du c!erge doivent communiquer fllr I~s devoir~ 
de leur charge; ce moyen d'ailleur, eut rempli les vue, du Comite 
p~u,; promptement, puifqn'il y a peu de temp, que Monleigneur 
l'Eveque de Quebec a reS;u de fon clerge del information, atTez 
co.-recte'i fur la queflion pretente. Cependant, par deference pour 
ce,; Meffieurs, j'entrerai auill brievement que pomble, dans Ie de
tail des q'leftions propoLes, en y repondant fuivant I'ordre au 
elles font prefentees, 

1. Les anciens et nouveaux margllilliers font les feu!,; qui pren
nent p:lrt aux de\ib~ration5 des .-\lTemb!ees de Fnbrique dans la 
ParoitTe de Boucher ~ille. 

2. Cette pratique ell: de temps immemorial dans cette Paroiife, 
et il n'y a jamais eu de changement, . 

3. Leo regitres de la FJ.briquc, qui dater:t d'une cenrOl-ine d'an
nees environ, foot foi que par rapport a I'election des marguilliers 
et a Ja redditiol1 de leurs comptes, les feul; mat'guilliers anciens et 
nou veaux ont de :ibere et vote : quanti il s'en: agi 'd'~ltfdire3 qui 
cOllcernaient toute Ia ParoiiTe, on a appele tamat les princip3ux 
ci toyens du village, tantot les habitans prOpl ietaires • 

. 1-, Reponfe ci-detTus. 
5. Reponfe ci-deffus. 
6. Je n'ai jamJ.is re'tu allcnne autre perfonne que les margnil

Jiers anciens et nouveaux a voter, foit pour l'election d'un marg1lil
lier, foit pour toute autre alTaire de Fabriq'le, Lej atTemblee5 
etaient ord inairement compofee:; de douze, q tlinze et vingt votans. 

7. Dans to us les cas, je n'ai appele que Ie:; anciens et nouveaux: 
marguilliers aux AtTemblees de Fabrique. 

8. Reponfe ciodetTus. 
9. Avant d'etre charge de la ParoitTe de Boucherville, j'en ai 

defi'ervi quatre aut res fucceffivement, et partout la pratique ctait 
la meme que celie indiquee plus haur. 

10. Dans aucune des ParoitTes que j'ai detTervies, je n'ai en
tenclu plaindre qui que ce foit de n't:rre pas admis aux AITemblees 
de Fabrique, et je ne connais aucune demarche adoptee ni au
cnne decision de cour 11ltervenue a ce flljet. On m 'a dit pourtant 
que dernierement, dans Ie Comte de Chambly, ou fe trollve ma 
ParoitTe, certains perfonnages voulant f~ donner pour grands ze-

K 



ing great zealots for the good of the public, have ende~voured to 
inilil new ideas on this filbject into the heads of our qUIet country 
people. but I do not know what impression they may have 
made. 

11. My moll: decided opinion is that none but the old and new 
Marguilliers ought to be called to the Fabrique meetIngs, and the 
Inhabitants proprietors to the Parish meetings. It is very easy to 
distinguish between there two kmds of meetings, by their objects 
which are entirelv different from each other, and could not be 
intermingled with'out great inconvenience. The one is only oc
cupied with the administration of the funds belonging to the 
Church, and which have accrued to the Church and not to the 
Pari,h, such tunds to be appropriated to the expenses of Divine 
Worship and to (he interior decoration of the Church. The 
other has relation to the buildings and the external repairs to 
which all the Parishioners land-t,roprietors have to contribute, or 
to other matters which concern their welfare in general. I do 
not here speak of Notables, and I have even avoided making use 
of that word till now J because I am entirely ignorant as to what 
its meaning may be as regards the present question. 

12. Answered as above. 

ANT. TABE\U, Priest. 

Boucherville, 9th M;:rch, IS31. 

Parish qfCap Sante. 

I. The old and new Marguilliers alone. This anfwer to the 
firll: part of the quell:ion ferves for an anfwer to the fecond. 

2. Since 1714, the principal epoch of the erection of the Pa
rish of Cap Sante, it appeal'~ that .It has been invariably the cu!tom 
to call n.o one to th.e ,deliberatIOns of the Fabrique, either for 
the elect~on of Ma~g.Ullhers, or fOl' the rendering of the accounts 
o~ the [aId MargutilIer~, but th: old and n.ew Marguilliers alone. 
'I here have been Pansh meetmgs at vanous times, and under 
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lateurs Ju bien public, avaient elray~ de mettre a ce Cujet de nou
velles idees dans la ti~te de HOS paifibles habitans; mais je n'ai pas 
su qu'elle impreffion ils avaient faite. 

1 I. Mon opinion bien ci ecidee ell: que les feuls marguilIiers an
ciens et nouveauX doivent etre appeles aux Aifemblees de Fabri
que, et les habitans proprietaires aux aifemblees de Paroiife : la 
difference entre ces deux fortes d'a{femblces ell: tres-facile a dis
tinguer par leurs objets qui font tous differens, et qui ne fauraient 
etre confonuus fans beaucollp d'inconveniens ; Pune ne s'occupe 
que de l'adminill:ration des revenus qui appartiennent a l'eglife, 
et qui lui font acquis, et non a Ia Paroiife, pour les dits revenus 
etre employes aux Craig dll culte et a la decoration int6rieure du 
temple; I 'autre a rapport aux batiifes et reparations exterieures 
auxquelles tous les paroiffiens propric1aires doivent contribuer, ou 
a d'autres objet.; qui intereifent generalement Jeur bien-€tre. Je 
ne parle point ici de notables, et j'ai meme evite jufqu'a prefent 
d'employer ce mot, parce que j'ignore entierement quelle idee on 
y attache dans la quell:ion prefente. 

] 2. Reponfe ci dEifus. 

ANT. TABEAU, Ptre. 

Boucherville, 9 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse du Cap Sante. 

I. Les {euls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux. Cette rcponfe 
a la premiere partie de la question, fert de reponfc a la feconde. 

2. Depuis 1714, epoque principale de l'etabliflem,~nt de la Pa
roiife du Ca,) Sante, ju[qu'au temps aetuel, il yarait que I'ulage a 
etc confiamrnent de n 'appeler aux deliberations de Fabrique, foit 
pour les elections deo marguiiliers, foit pour la reddition des 
comptes des fusdits marguilliers, que les {euls marguilliers anciens 
et nouveaux. II y a ell des aff"embl~es de Paroiff"e en di{ferens 
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diffel ent Curate3, but the objects of thofe meeting3 were widely 
different fr-om thofe above mt!ntionpd. I have only found one 
infbnce in this period of 117 years when the election of a Mar
guillier took place ~t a general Parish meeting; which meeting 
was called to confu:t on the fubject of fundry repairs to be made 
to the Church, and upon which rekllutions were entered into, 
after having begun with the ejection of a Marguillier. This 
took place in 1748 But since then there exists no record; no 
writing, abfolutely nothing, that can tend to prove. or even to 
caufe it to be fuppofed that this mode of having a general Parish 
meeting had been otherwife obferved either for fhe election of 
Marguilliers or for the audition of their accounts. 

3. The anrwer to the preceding queftion is an anfwer to the 
first part of this third quefiion; that. is to fay, that as well before 
as fince the Cession of Canada, the .caftom generally obferved has 
been to call none to the Fabrique meetings, either fur the election, 
or for the audition of the accounts of the Marguilliers, but the 
old and new Marguilliers alone. From 1714 until the present 
year 1831, there e)(iftsa series of records of the rendering of ac
counts of Margui\liers, by which it is efiablished, that fuch ren
dering of accounts ha~ never taken p]ace excepting in the pre
sence of the Curates and of the Marguilliers or of the Dishop', or 
the Archdeacons in their parochial visitations along with the 
Marguilliers called tog!"lher for that purpofe. As to the ejections 
of Marguil]iers before 179~, there are no Fimilar record", by 
which it can be made to appear Ih'lt their elections had previoll"ly 
taken pJace only in meeting, of old and new l\largl!illier~.-This 
further, that is to fay [,5 relates to the want of ;\Oy recurJ, is only 
a negati\·e proof if' fH'our of the aiTertion that, either for the elec
tion of lVIargui!liers, or for the re~dering of their account~, none 

-but the o'd and new Margllillien were called together. But here 
is a po"itive proof that before 1795. a; wfll as ,ince, such has been 
the connant cu,tom that the old and npw Marguilliers alone, have 
been called tv the Fabrique meetings for the purposes above 
mentioned This conoi,ts in the Report of Elders consulted on 
that occasion, as to the cuftom followed in their time, and as to 
the cuftom which they Ind been informed exified before their 
time. Now this Re.port states that the cufiom invariably obser
ved in the Parish, either for the election of Marguilliers, or for 
the audition of the accounts of the MarguilIiers, to cali none to 
the meetings called for thore purpofes but the old and new Mar
guilliers alone, and that they alone were fummoned and admifted 
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temps €'t fOlls les divers Cures, mais I'objet de ces aifelOblces etait 
tout autre que eeux indiques ci-ddrlls. Je ne vois qll'une feule 
clreon{tance dans eet efpace de Il7 ans, au I't'lection cl'un mar
gnilher ait ete [lite dans line aifemb1ee gencra!e de la Paroiife ; la 
dite aifemblee convoquee pour deliberer sur plufieurs reparations a. 
faire a l'eglise, et fur Iesquelles il fut pris des refolutions, apres 
avoir commence par faire I'election d'un marguil1ier. Ceci eut 
lieu en 1748. Mais depuis, il n'exille aucun "cte, aucnn ecrit, 
rien abfolument qui puiife fervir a prouver, pas meme a faire 
foupyonner qu'on ait employe ce moue d'aifemblce generale de la 
paroilre, foit pour les elections des marguilliers, foit pour la red
dition de leurs eomptes. 

S La reponfe it 1:1 quellion preccdente fert de reponfe a Ia pre
mil'-re partie de cette rroifieme qneftion; c'ell-a-dire que, avant 
comme depuis la ceilion dt! pay,." la coutume generalement obfer
vee a ete de n'appe)el' aux l\ifemblees de Fabrique, foit pour elec
tions, foit pour reJdition de comptes des marguilliers, que les 
feuls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux. Depuis 1714 julqu'i cette 
annce ISJ I, il exilt:e une fuite d'actes de reddition de comptes des 
margui:liers, par bquelle il elt: demontre que certe reddition de 
comptes n'a jamais eu lieu qu'en pn~fence du Cure et des mar
guiliiers, ou des Eveques ou de 1\1 M. les Archidiacres dans leurs 
vifites de la Paroiife, avec la cooperation des marguil!iers appeles 
a cet eifet. Pour l'e:ection des m'lrguilliers, avant 1795, il n'ex
ille point de pareiJs actes, par lesquels on pourrait prouver que 
leurs election:; n'auraicllt ete faites precedemment que par l'affem~ 
blee des feuls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux. Ceci au relt:e, 
c'ell-it-dire ce defaut d'acte, n'elt: qU'I,l11e preuve ntgative en fa
veur de cette am~rtion, que foit pour les elections, foit pour la 
reddition des comptes des marguilliers, les feuls marguilliers an
ciens et nouveaux etaient appeles. Mais voici une preuve positive 
que avant 1795, cQmme depuis, tel a ete conllamment l'usage, 
que les feuls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux ont etl' appeles aux 
Aifemblees de rabrique pour les fins ci-ueifus marquees. Cette 
preuve ell Ie rapport des anciens conrultes a cet Eifet et fur l'ufage 
obferve de leur temps, et l'ufage qu'ils ant appris apres avoir ete 
obfervc avant eux Or, ce rapport est que ]'u{age constamment ob
ferve dans la Paroiife, foit pour election de marguillier, foit pour 
reddition des r.omptes des marguilliers a ete de n'appeler aux as
femblees convoquees pour ces fins, que les seuls~narguilliers anciens 
et nouveaux, et qu'eux [euls etaient appdes et admiS:l ces a{fem
blees~ Depuis 1795, il exists une fuite nnn interrompue d'actes 
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to thofe meetings. Since 1795 there exists an uninterrupted 
1eries of records of elections of Marguilliers upon this plan, that 
j" to fay in a meeting of oJd and new Marguilliers prefided by the 
Curate. As to the years elapft'd between 1714 and 1795, there 
have either been no records of elections registered, or they have 
been lolt, I find at lealt no veii:ige of them, excepting only that 
which I have before adduced of the year 1748, for which see my 
anfwer to the second queftion. As to the fecond part of this 
third question, I find in 17 b I, a refolut ion made at a Parish meet
ing, convoked in order to deliberate as to further repairs to be 
made to the Church, by which it is determined that in future, no 
expenditure of the funds of the Church shall be made exceeding 
ten livres, the livre at twenty fols, without a new confultation of 
the whole Pari,h; but it feems likely that the above mentioned 
confultation or refolution was fo ridiculous in itself, that it was 
never followed up; or that it was confi dered as not in exiHence; 
at all events there is abfolutely nothing that appears either in the 
books of accounr, or in any other papers or writings be:onging to 
the Fabrique, that shows, or gives any reafon to fuppofe that any 
thing was done in confequence of fuch a re[olution, or that any 
fuch mode of holding a Parih meeting for determining as to the 
employment of the Church monies had been resorted to previous 
to that meeting in 1751, As I have already remarked, there are 
in the papers of the Fabrique many minutes of Parish meetings 
having been held, in the cO'urfe of time from 1714 to the prefent 
period; but t heir objects were quite other than either the elec
tion, or the rendering of accounts of the Marguilliers; and there 
was never any queftion at thofe meetings, excepting in the cafes 
I have above Hated of eifher the electio;1S or the rf-!ndering of ac
counts of the Marguilliers. 

4. That which has before been said Jervea for an anf wer to this 
queftion. 

5. Same anfwer, 
6. Never. 
7. " MessieUl:s the old and new MarguilJiers are rcquefted to 

meet at the Sacnsty, at the clofe of the Grand Mas?, in order to 
proceed to the election of .a ?ew Marguillier-or, for receiving 
the accounts of the Margmlher who has to render them,-or in 
fine for deliberating on fuch or fuch a matter." 

8. They were never fummoned, and confequently they were 
never discontinued to be summoned. 

9. I refided fourteen months at Riviere, dlJ Chene, and five 
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des elections des marguilliers fur cc mode ele les clire, c'est~a-dire, 
dans une alfemblee des marguilliers anciens et nou veaux, prefides 
par les Cures. Quant aux annces depuis J 714 j uf'qu'a 1795, ou 
il n'a point ere drelfe d'actes des elections, all ils font perdus. Je 
n'en trouve au mains aucun vestige, excepte ce que j'ai rapporte 
plus haut, pOllr la feule annee 174·S. Voyez Ia reponfe a la fe
conde question. Quant a la feconde partie de cette troifieme ques
tion, je trollve en 175[ line refoIlItion prise d:ms line alfemblee 
de paroiife, convoqllee pour delibcrer fur de nouvelles reparations 
11 faire?t l'eglife, par laquelle il etait regie qu'a l'avenir on ne fe
rait aucune depenfe des deniers de I'eglife, excedant dix livres, la 
livre de vingt fals, (1n5 une nouvelle deliberation de toute la Pa
roilfe. Mais il y a apparence que la fusdite deliberation ou rero
lution ctait fi ridicule en elle-meme, qu'elle n'a jamais ete mife a 
eXecution au qu'elle a ete coofi-deree comme non exi;tante ; au 
mains rien abfolument, foit dan, les livres de compt~s, fait dans 
les autres papiers et autres ecrits de la Fabrique, ne donne a con
naitre, ni meme a faire foup~onner qu'Orl air agi en coofequence 
d'une pareille refolution, ni qu'on ait employe un pareil mode 
d'alfemblee de paroilfe pour determiner fur l'emploi des deniers 
de l'eglife avant cette alfemblee de 1751. Comme je l'ai deja 
obferve, on trouve dans les papiers de h Fabrique plufieurs actes 
d'alfemblees de paroilfe, dans Ie cours des annces depuis 1714 
jusqu'a ce tempo; mais leur objet ctait tout autl'e que celui d'e
lection ou de reddition de comptes des marguilliers; et jamais 
dans ces airemblEies, a l'exception des cas ci-deifus marques, il n'y 
a ete queftion ou des elections ou de la reddition des comptes des 
marguilliers. 

4. Ce qlli a ete dit ci-delfus fert de rcponfe a cette queftion. 

5. Meme reponfe. 
6. Jamais. 

7. Meffieurs les marguilliers, anciens et nouveaux, font pries de 
s'affembler a la Sacriftie a l'iffue de la Grand~ Melfe, pour proce
der a I' election d'un nouveau marguillier •• " ou pour recevoir les 
comptes de M. Ie marguillier rendant fes comptes •.• ou enfin 
pour deliberer fur tel au tel fujet. 

8. Ils n'y ont jamais ete appeles, et par la meme iis n'ont pas 
celfe d'y Nre appeles. 

9. J'ai refide 14 mois lL Ia Hiviere du Chene, 5i ans au Detroit, 
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years and a half at Detroit, as Vicaire; I never had any know
ledge that at thole places any other persons w:r~ called to the 
Fabrique meetings than the o;d and new MargUlllters alone. 

10. To the fidl: part of this queftion poJitively not any. To 
the second, I never heard any spoken of. To the third, there 
exi,ts no record, no deed, no writing whatever, that can even 
give any suspicion of it. 

11 & 12. It appears to me that the best an[wer I can make to 
these quefiions is what may be found in an article in Mr. Neilson's 
Gazette of the 7th February laft, signed. " Un ami de son Pays", 
and l;kewife in another article in the Minerve of the 10th of the 
same month, signed" Un Margnillier de Campag,le". In the 
firft communication the writer exp:ains in a forcible and accurate 
manner the reafons in favour of the manner in general exiftence 
for the management of the affairs of the Fabriques. In the ar
ticle inserted in the Minerve the author treats of the same matter 
in a way of announcing the subjects, which may perhaps be at firft 
conlidered as partaking both of the se!'ious and the facetious, but 
he states therein rea~ons and says things in fdvour of the same 
mode of adminiftering the concerns of the Fabriques, to which I 
do not think that any reafomb;e oppofition can be made. But 
you, gentlemen, ask fomething more of me; you desire that I 
should give you my opinion on the queftion submitted to you, and 
what the grounds are upon which that opinion may be founded. 
I will do so, gentlemen, in the intimate conviction that what J 
have to [,yon that fubject will be kept sacred in the receffes of 
your CommittEe. If all the landholders or Notables of a Parioh 
are admitted to the Fabrique meetings, you 'will admit all the 
Parishioners worthy or unworthy, peaceable or turbulent; for who 
will disqualify himfelf, or allow himfelf to be difqualificd, and 
acknowledge that he is unworthy to appear at thofe meetings? 
This would thenceforward be introducing dic;order and confusion 
in the Fabrique, meeting'. and all their confequences; it will 
drive away quiet and intelligent perfons from thofe meetings. Jt 
will, infiead of fome abufes which may exist in the prefent mode, 
and where are there not fome? Abuses nevertheless, which find 
their fure redress in the vigilance of the highest Church':digni
taries, and which may likewife be had by recourfe to the Civil 
Authorities; it will, instead of thefe abufes bring on disturbances 
without end, and give an opening to a numbet of other abufes 
much more difastrous, under which we should have to Euffer a 
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en qllalite de Vicaire ; je n'ai aucune connaiffance que, dans ce.;; 
lieux, d'autres perConnps fllffent appelees aux Affemblees de Fa
briqllt", que les feuls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux. 

10. A la premiere partie de la qneltion, aucune abCoIument. 
A la feconde, je n'en ai jamais entendu parler. A la troifi~mt". 
il n'exifte aucun monument, aucun aete, aueun ecrit qui puilfe 
meme en donner Ie foupc;on. 

II. et 12. Ce quej'aurais de mieux a repondre, ce mefemble, 
a ces deux queftions, fe trouve dans un article de la Gazette de 
M. Neilfon, du 7 Fevrier demier, figl1e " Un Ami de fan Pays ;" 
~t auill dans un autre article de la l\linerve du dix du meme mois, 
figne " Un Marguillier de Campagne." Dans Ie premier ecrit~ 
l'allteur y expofe d'une maniere forte et precife les raifons en fa
veur du mode exiftant prefque generalement, pour la geftion des 
atIaires de Fabrique. Dans l'ccrit infere dans la Minerve, I'au
teur traite la meme matiere dans une maniere d'enoncer les chofes 
qui peut paraltre d'"bord tenir du fcrieux et du badin; mais il y 
expofe des raifons, il y dit des chofes en faveUl' du m~me mode 
d'adminiftntion cies as-"aires des Fabriques, auxquelles je ne erois; 
pas qU'on puiife rif'n oppofer de raifonnable. Mais, vOUs de
mandez quelque chofe de plus, Meilleur,,; vous voulez que je 
vons expofe qu'elle eftmon opinion fur la qlleftion Ioumiie a vas 
discufIions, et quels font les motifs fur lesquels el'e eft appuyee. 
Je vais Ie faire, Meilleurs, dans l'intime perfuasion que ee que 
j'ai a dire Iur ce fujet eft rcferve au -feeret de Votre Co mite. Si 
1'on admet taus les proprietdires et notables d'une Paroilfe aux: 
Alfemblt~es de Fabrique, on y admettra done par Ii meme tous 
les paroiillens dignes ou indignes, paifibles ou turbulens; car quel 
eft celui qui fe disqualifiera lui-me me Oll permettra qu'on Ie di~
qualifie, pour fe reconnaltre indigne de paraltre aces affemblees ? 
c'eft done des lors appeIer dans les Aifemblees de Fabrique Ie 
defordre et la confusion, ct tout ce qui s'en suit; c'eft e:oigner de 
ees alfemblees les pcrfonnes iages et paifib\es ; e'eft au lieu de 
quelques abus qui peuvent avoir lieu dans Ie mode actuel, car ou 
n'y en a-·t.il pas! abus neanmoins qui trouvent leur remede cer
tlin dans la vigilance des premiers fuperieurs ecclesiaftiques, et qui 
peuvent toujours pareillement ie trouver dans les autorites civiles; 
(:'eft au lieu de ces abus, introduil'e des defordres fans fin, et don
ner entree a une fOLlle d 'autres ablls bien plus f&cheux, fur les
quels on aura long-temps a gemir avant de pouvoir y remedicr ; 
fi meme it eft bien pomble, ou facile au moins d'y apporter re-
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long w:lile, before being ab:e to reform them; if even it be pos'" 
fible or eafy any how to remedy them. For who does not see that 
in fuch Parish meetings called for the regulation of Fabrique c~n
cerns, generally fuch perions as are unfOi tunate.ly to be m~t WIth 
in all Parishes will domineer, or at least create disputes which fol .. 
low them wherever they appear, perfons who are a pest to intelli
gent and quiet people ;-perfons who render themfdves c~nfpicu
ous :alone by their boldness, their impudence in faying every thing, 
in attacking in front the moil: common good fenfe, in infulting 
and abusing whoever dares shew himself oppofed to them in 
opinion,-perfons with whom in fine any man who respects him
felf ever fo litt~e would blw,h to hold an argument with of any 
kind, ;,ecaufe it would always be ufeless-always misplaced, to
wards fuch kind of perfons, who care for nothing, who refpect 
nothing, becaufe they have nothing to care for as regards them
felves, nor any thing in themfelves to caufe them to be respected; 
and yet who do not fail to meet with support on the part of fuch 
people who usually consider argument as confisting in loud talk. 
ing, in talking boldly, talking long, right or wrnng. no matter. 
As to those abufes whether real, or, as they for the mose part are, 
imaginary which may be met with in the established mode of ad
ministering the affairs of the Fabriques, by the fole body of o!d 
and new Marguilliers, the gratification, is particularly remarkable 
with which it appears are detailed in the public papers, no doubt 
for the purpofe in the first instance of prejudicing the public mind, 
and more especially to try to prejudice those who wi!! have tu 

decide on the ?I"esent question, some isolated facts, which are col~ 
leeted hither and thither, and which great care is taken to be 
exposed only in such a point of view in which they may appear 
blame-worthy: But how comes it that, during such a long series 
of years, and In a custom so universally prevalent as that in which 
the concerns of the Fabriques are conducted, nothing stronger 
has been found to object to, or to blame? This appears to me 
more in favour of tlw custom than an argument against it. Ah! 
why too is there nothing similar to object to in a contrary cllstom? 
The anfwer is ready. It is that the contrary cuflom has never been 
sufficiently prevalent for {uch abuses to have been ohferved in it. 
No doubt the contrary custom has never exiIl:ed as a genEral one' 
yet. in the. unfrequent .occafions .when. the practice of calling a~ 
entire Pansh to share In the delIberations of the Fabrique, may 
l1~ve taken place; if it were worth the trouble, perhaps more 
mIght be found to find faul: with or blame, than might be found 
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mede. Car, qui ne voit pac; que dans ce, alI'emblees de paroitre 
convoquees pour r6g1er les alI'aires de Fabriqlle, domineront or
dinairement, ou au moins viendront y apporter Ie trouble qui les 
fuit partour, ces pedonnes comme malheureufement il s'en trouve 
dans toutes les paroilfes, qui font Ie £leau des gens fenses et pai
fibles; ces perfonnes qni ne {e rendent remarquables que par leur 
hardielI'e, leur impudence.i tout dire, a attaquer de front Ie plus 
commun bon fens, a infultel', injul'ier quiconque ofe fe montrer 
en oppofition de fentiml:!ns avec elles; ces perfonnes enfin avec 
lesquelles un homme qui fe refpecte tant soit peu lui-me me, rou
girait d'entrer dans une discuffion quelconque, parce quJe\le eft 
toujours inutile, toujours deplacee a vee cette forte d'individus, 
qui ne menagent rien, qui ne refpectent rien, parce qu'ils n'ont 
rien a menager pour ellX, rien a faire rec;pecter en eux, et cepe!1-
dant qui ne manquent pas de trouver un fupport certain de la part 
de C€s gens qui mettent ordinairement la raifon lit ou fe trouve lao 
faculte de parler bien haut, de parler hardiment, long-temps, a 
tort et a travers; pen importe. Au fujet de ces abus, foit r~els. 
foit en bien plus grand nombre imaginaires, que l'on trouve dans 
]e mode generalement etabli pour l'adminil1ration des affaires des 
Fabriques, par Ie feu I corp3 des marguilliers anciens et nouveaux, 
il el1 fingulierement remarquable avec queJ1e complaifance all fe 
plait a rapporter fur les papiers publics, lans doute pour preoccuper 
l'efprit du public d'abord, et furtout pour elfayer de preo.:cuper 
ccux qui doi vent decider fur Ie mer it~ de la quel1ion preiente, Ciuel
ques faits ifoles qu'on va recueillil' (;;\ et hi, et que I'on a Ie foin 
de ne prefenter que du cute ou ils offrent qllelqlle chofe de bla
mable. Mais quoi ! dans une si longue fllite d'annees, dans un 
ufage, dans un mode fi univeriel1ement obferve pour la gefl:ion des 
affaires de Fabriques, on ne trouve rien de plus fort i objecter et 
it blilmer? Ceci me parait etrl plutot en faveur de I'ufage, qu'un 
argument contre. Eh! pourquoi n'a-t-on rien de pareil a objecter 
contre la coutume contraire? La reponfe eft facile. e'eft que 
la coutume contrairc n'a jamais ete alfez en ufage pour qu'un puilfe 
remarquer ces abus • • .• Sans doute Ie mode contraire n'a ja. 
mais exil1e, comme coutume generale ; cependant dans les cir
c.onftances ilolees ou ce mode d'appeler toute line paroilI'e aux de
liberations de Fabrique pel1t avoir eu lieu, si \'on voulait s'en don. 
ner la peine, peut-etre trouverait-on plus a bEnner et it critiquer, 
qu'on en trouverait dans Ja continuite des alfemblees tenues par 
les feuls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux. D'ai\leur~, on parle de 
notables de paroiife qui dOl vent etre appeJes aux Aifemblces de 



in the continuance of meetings consioting alone of old and new 
Marguilliers. Moreover, the Notables of a Parish are spoken of 
as to be called to the Fabrique meetings. And what, in respect to the 
character of Notables, are the Marguilliers generally? Are they not 
preci~e1y and because they are Marguill1ers, in the number of those who 
are characterized as Notables in a Parish? In order to be one of these 
Notable~, must one be an Officer of Militia, a Captain, a Landholder, 
and enjoy a character well known f01' honesty, decency and morality 1 
And where are the Parishes in which, among the number of Marguilliers, 
there are not l\i1litia Officers, a Captain, or perhaps several'? Certainly 
it will not be required that all should be Officers of Militia, 0\' Captains 1 
Where are the Parishes in which the body of Marguilliers, generally 
speaking, do not present a respectable body in relation to their characters 
for illtegrily, decency, morality, and capacity, in the individtlals compos
ing it, to fulfil the duties confided to them by their office? Can the 
idea be entertained that the Margl1illiers in general in the Parishe3 com
pose a body consisting of ~uch persons JS are the most foolish and un
civilized, and the most fitted to become tools of the wi"hes and arbitrary 
desires of a Cure, who, dS every other individual may, should forg~t him. 
self? Or that, by becoming Margl1illiers they should cea,e to be what 
they were before, and have become incapacitated from attending to the 
concerm of their Fabrique? Those \\;ho are alone chosen by the old 
Marguilliers, when they are called on to add to their number, but upon 
the conviction usually entertained of their ability in carrying on their own 
private affairs? Finally, does not the number of old and new Margoil
liers in Parishes that are but a little ancient, form a comiderably suffi
cient body to represent the mass of those who are interested in the con
cerns of the Fabl'iquc? But it may to this be said, and nothing else can 
be obj?cted that these Representatives are not the choice of the Repre
sented. To this I answer, 1st. That although this choice is not exactly 
the personal choice of every individual represented, yet gel1erally, and 
very generally, it may be said, that it has the approbation of all intelli. 
gent, judicious and quiet peopl!", who would not of themselves have made 
any other choice under similar circumslance~, and who would far prefer 
to see this choice of election exercised by per~ons who are like them. 
selves, than to see it left 10 the capricious and passionate choice of the 
multitude? 2d. That this want of personal choice by the persons repre. 
s:nted is indeed an inconvenience, perhaps an evil, if that epithet be de-
61red to be given to it; but it is not this inconvenience, this evil alone, 
that are here to be considered; but beyond and before that the greater 
and innumerable other inconveniences, the infinitely more weighty evils 
that woul,d arise from the choice being made by the multitude, than by 
the adoptIOn of the presen t mode of electing Marguilliers: What is in
tended is not to deplive those who are represented of their rights, but to 
pro~ure them a great<:t' advantage than the exercise of tbat right wou!~l 



85 

Fabrique. Et quel eft done fous ee rapport de notables Ie carac
tere des marguilliers ordinair("ment? Ne font-jls done pas pre
cisement, parce qu'ils sont margllllliers, du nOlllbl'e de ceux qu'on ap· 
pelle notables dans une paroisse? Faut·i1, pour €:lre du nombre de cea 
notables, etre officiel' de milice, capitaine, P' opriclail'c, jouir d'lIn ca· 
raclere connu de probite, d'honnctete, de meJralite? Et Oll sont lea 
paroisses ou parmi Ie nomIne des marguilliers il ne se t rou\'e pas des of
ficiers de milice, un capitaine ou pitlsieurs meme? Sans doute on n'cxi· 
gera pas que tous soient officiers de miliee ou capitaiues? Ou sont les 
paroisses ou Ie cmps des marguilliers gelleralelllent parlant, n'offre pas 
un corps respectable sous Ie caract ere de probite, d'honnelete, de mo
ralite et de eap3('ite, dans les individus qui Ie composeut, a remplir les 
devoirs qui leu~ sont cor.fies par leur charge? aurait·on done l'idce que 
les marguilliers en general ne forment dans les paroisses qne de:; corps 
composes de ce qu'll y a precisement de personnes les plus simples et les 
plus grossie-es, les plus propres a seryjl' d'instrumens aux volollles et de
sirs arbitraires d"Jil ClH'e, qui, comrue tout autre j'ldividu, pourrait s'on
blier? au bien qu'ep. d~venant marguilJiers, ils ont cessc d'etre ce qu'ils 
eraient auparavant, et SOilt devenus illc,lpabIes de veiller aux interets de 
leur Fabrique ( eux qui ne sont choisis par les anciens marguilliers quand 
ils sont appeIes pour en augrnentcr Ie nombre, que sur la connaissance 
que l'on a ordinairement de leur capacite a bien conduire leurs affaires 
particnlieres. Enfin, Ie nombre des marguilliers anciens et nouveaux, 
dans les paroisses tant soit peu anciennes, ne Lrme·t-il pas un corps 
assez considerables pailI' representer la masse des interes'es aux affaires 
~es Fabriques? Mais on dira peut-~tre a eela, et jamais rien autre chose 
qu'on pui.se y objecter, qlle ces representans ne sont pas du choix des 
representes. Je rep()lld~ a eela, 1 0 que quoique ce choix r:e soil pas 
precisement Ie choix personnel d~ chaque individu rcpresente, ordinaire
ment et tres·ordinairement, pour ne pas dire tOlljOUrS absolllrr:ent, il 
reacontre l'approbation de tout ce qu'll ya de gens sages, judicieux et 
paisible~, qui ne feraient pas eux-rL2mes un autre choix dans pareilIes cir. 
constanccs, et qui airnent bien micux voir exercer ce choix d'election, 
par des personnes qui leur ressemblent, qne de Ie voir abandonne au 
choix capricieux et pas;ionne de la multitude? 2 0 Que ce defaut de 
choix personnd par les representes est bien un inconvenient, un mal si 
1'0n veut lui donner ce nom; mais que ce n'est' pas ici cet inconv~niellt 
et ce mal senls qu'il faut considerer, mais bien et avant tout les iuean
veniens pIns graves et sans nombre, les maux infiniment plus grands, qui 
resulteraient du chbix fait par la multitude, que par I'adoption du maGe 
aetllel d'election des marguillier8 ; ce que l'on se propose n'est pas d'oler 
aux representes leur droit, mais lenr procurer nn avantage plus grand 
que l'exereice de ce droit, en leur otant l'occasion de tamber dans les 
plUS graves incollveniens. Et que eeei Ile pal'ojs~e pas dicte par un es
prit de machiavelisme ; si l'on vetil y reflechir serieuoelllcnt, on vel ra la 
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be, by taking the occasion away from them of falling jnto the greatest 
inconveniences. And let not this be considered as dIctaled by a spirit of 
Machiavelism; if serious reflection is made, the tlnth and propriety of 
these arguments will be evident. Finally it may again, perhaps be said, 
that this is depriving a considerable portion of those interested of lhr.ir 
natural right; and it may be carried so far as to invoke the laws, the 
rights even which confer the benefits of the constitution upon every in. 
dlvidual. And on how many occasions do not those laws themsehp.s 
restrain these indiv~dual rights, when a greater goou requires it? When 
from the exe: cise of those tights nothing can resillt than the greatest 
abuses and evils? Is it not tI.e duty and part of the wisdom of Legisla. 
tors to prevent alld to hinder thoGe abuses, by prud~ntly resrricting a 
light, which, under such circumstances, ceases to be a benefit, a right, 
the exercise of which would be a real evil? And moreover, is it abso. 
lutely necessary th~t the provisions of the English Constitution should 
have their full effect, and be every where followed, without restriction, 
and wi.hollt di~tinction? How many things would in that· case be 
found beyond their compass? The people ought to enjoy the liberty 
that the law gives them. Yes, I acknowledge tbat ; b~lt the same law 
that give, them tbat liberty mllst regulate, its measure, its extent, the 
mode even in which it sha\! be exercised, without which it is no lur,ger 
libel ty, it is sOITlething that falsely assumes that name, and which soun 
Will deserve n'lne oth~r than that of woe. I do not fear to affirm, that 
the body of i\larguilliers is usually compased of 0.11 that is most honorable 
and most virtuous in the Parishes, of that which is most fit for manag
ing the affairs of the F~lbriql1Ps; and when tbe election of a new Mar· 
gudlier takes place, the electing Marguilliers have tClO much honour, 
respect themselves too much, as weI! as the situatIOn they have in their 
turns held, and know their duty too well, not to make such a choice a~ 
calls for the applause cf al\ the good people in the Parish. The inha
bitants of Ollr Parishes are very well acquainted with each other: they 
can estimate themsches at their proper value, and their judgment is ~x
quisi'.e, when it is not overcome by prejudice and passion. I have 
pleasure in saying that in these Fabrique meetings composed of old and 
new i\hrguilliers, which are so much sought to be decried there are 
generally persons whose advanced age is the least apDarent tok~n of their 
wi,dom and prudence, and who, under no very retnarkable exterior con. 
ceal a fund ot integrity, knowicdge, firmness :lnu good sense which are 
quite uncommon and often excellll1g, and which would do them credit 
on many other occasions; and these are the personS who are listened to 
at the~e ~abrique meetings. Now, if you admit to those meetings all per
sons lOdlSCrlllllnately who call themselves, or believe themselves to be 
Notahleg, you wiJ1 certainly no longer see appear at those public meet
ings, the respectable persons of whom I have just bpoken. They know 
too well how useless their presence w.)uld be there. Finally and in con._ 



87 

verite et Ia jl1st€sse de ce9 raisons. Entin, on dira peut.(:trc encore, 
qlle c'est la priver nne partie considerable des interesses de lellr droit na
turel, on en viendra jusqll'a invoquer les lois, les droilS memes que con
fere In constitution a chaque individu. Et dans co'ubien de cilconstanccs 
les lois ne re,treignent-dles pas elles-memes ces droits des indi.,.;dus, 
quand un plus grand bien l'exige ? quand de l'exercice de ces droits, il 
ne doit reslllter que des abus, des inconveniens les plus graves? N'e,t
it pas du devoil' et de la sagesse des I"egislatellrs de les pr6venir, de le~ 
empecher ces abu3, par une restriction prudeote d'un droit qui cesse 
d'etre 1I11 avantage dans ces circonstances, d'un droit dont !'exercice se
rait un mal reel? Et tl'ailJeurs, est·il d.lOC absolument necessaire que 
les dispo5itions de la constitution anglaise aient leur plein effet, se trou
vent partout, sans restriction, sans distinction? Combien de choses 
alors se trouveraient h~rs de lellr sphere? II faut que Ie peuplc jouisse 
de la libertc que lui donne la loi. Qui, j'en can viens ; mai, aussi la 
meme loi qui lui donne ceHe liberte, doit en regler 1a mesure. l'erendue, 
et Ie mode me(ne (!e l'exercer cette liberte, sans quai ce n'est plus une 
liberte, c'est quelque chose qui en porte faussement Ie nom, et qui ne 
merite bientot que celui de malheur. Je ne clains pas de Ie dire, Ie corps 
des marguilliers est compose ordinairernent de ce qu'll y a de plus hon
nete, de plus moral dans les paroisses, de ce qu'il y a de plus capable de 
gcrer leo affdires qui regardent la Fabrique; et quanel il s'agit d'une 
electioll cl'un nouveau marguillier, les marguillien electeurs ant trop 
d'honnenf, se respectent trop eux-meme, ainsi que la place qu'ils ont 
occupee a leur tour, counaissent trap leur dev:Jir, pour ne pas faire un 
choix qui merite d'etre applaudi par tout ce qu'it y a d'honllctes gens 
dans une pJraisse. Les habitans de nos paroi~ses se connaisscnt tres
bien entre eux ; iis savent se peser a leur juste valeur, et leur jugement 
est exqllis, quand il n'est point gate par les prejuge, et la passion. Je 
me plals a dire, que dans ces assembU:es de Fabrique, comFosees des 
marguilliers anciens et nouveaux, que l'on cherche tant it depl ecier, il 
s'y tlOllve ordinairement des personnes dont l'age avance est Ie caract ere 
Ie moins apparent de sagesse et de prudence, et qui sous un exterieur peu 
marquant, cachent un fond "e droiture, de sagesse, de fcrmete et de 
bon sens peu commun, et souvent exquis, et qui leur ferait honneur dans 
birn d'autres circonstances ; et ces persollfles sont ecoutees dans ces as
semblees de Fabrique. Admettez-y maintenant dans ces assemblees tous 
ceux indifferemment qui se diront au qui se croiront notables, VGUS ne 
les verrez plus certainement paraitre dans ces assembiees publiques, ces 
personnes respect abIes dont je viens de vous parler; elles savent trop com
bien leur pre,ence y serait inutile. Enfin, en dernier resultat, man hum
ble opinion est, CIl1e Ie mode generalement en usage dans Ie diocese de 
n'~ppeler aux Assel11blees de Fabrique, soic,,J)our election de Illarguilliers, 
SOit pour la reddition de leurs comptes, que les seuls margu'illiers anciens 
et nouveaux, ct Ie plus sage, Ie plus avantageux, Ie moins sujot it de 
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elusion, my humble opinion is that the mode generally adopted ill the 
Diocese of not calling anyone to the fabrique meetings either fJr the 
election of Marguilliers or for the rendering of accouutg excepting the 
old and new Marguilliers alone, is the wi3est, the most advantageous, the 
least subject to the,great inconven:ences which cannot fail to be the 
result of a different mode of holding those meetings, by calling toget her 
all who might consider themselves as Notables in a Parish. I believe 
that all the individuals in every Parish who are interested in the welfare 
of the Fabrique are sufficiently and well represented by the old and new 
Marguilliers; that the choice of Marguii!iers in the mode in me for their 
election by the meeting itself of old and new Margniiliers is t he wisest and 
most beneficial in alll'especlo: In fine that the remonstrances thut are 
IlOW heard against the ancient mode of administering the Fabriques by 
the old and new Marguilliers alone presided by the Cures, are not pet
haps, for the most part, nothing elsc but idle clamours, to sa y nothing 
else of them, clamours which are I()udly repeated, and which it is endea
voured to make others repeat, only 10 make them have the shew of ar
gument. 

Cap Sa~16, lst March, 18:31. 

F. GATIEN, Plies!, 

Curate of Cap Sante. 

Parish Q[ Cap St. Ignace. 

] .. Th~ persons .who take part in the deliberations of the fabrique 
meetmgs 111 my ParISh, are the old and ne\v l\IarguilIiers alone. The 
notable i.nhabitants are only admitted for the election of MargUllliers. and 
for pubhc works to be done to the Church or the Presbvtery. By nota
ble inhabitants, I understand those who hold landed 'property alld are 
men uf good character and repute, and such as are eligible to the honour
able situation of Margnillier. 

2. This has a: ways ~een t he custom in my Parish, and I can not Foint 
out any change that mIght have taken place in Ihis respect. 

S. I can n~t give any certain information as to what may have been 
the custom wIth regard to the election of Marguilliers and the r.endering 



89 

graves inconveniens, qui ne manqueralent pas de resulter d'un rnod~ dif-
, ferent de ces assernblees, OU l'on appellerait tuut ce qui puurrait se re
garder comme notable. dans une paroisse. Je crois que to us les indivi. 
dlts de chaque paroisse, interesse. au bien-etre de la Fabrique, sont suf· 
fisamment et bien representes par Ie nombre des margllllliers anciens ec 
nouveaux: ; que Ie choix dt!s marguilliers par Ie mode en usage pour leur 
election, pal' I'assemblee me me des rnarguilliers auciens et nlluveaux, est 
Ie plus sage et Ie plus avantageu~ so us to us les rapports; enlin, que 
les reclamations que l'on en tend aujourd'hui contre l'ancien mode de 
l'administratinn des Fabriques, par les sellis marguilliers anciens et nou
veaux, presides pal' les Curel, ne sont peut-etre pour Ia plus grand~ par
tie que des criailleries, pour ne rien dire de plus; criailleries que l'on 
repete bien haut, que 1'0n s'efforce de faire repeter a d'aurres, unique
ment pour les faire paraltre des raisons. 

F,GATIEN, Pae. 
Cure du Cap San Ie. 

Cap Sante, 1 er Mari 1831. 

Paroisse de Cap St. !gnace. 

I ~ Lcs personnes qui prennent part au~ deliberations des Assemblees 
de Fabrique, dans rna paroisse, sont Ie, anciens et 'nouveaux marguilliers 
seulement. Les habitans notables n'y sont admis que pour l'electioll des 
rnarguillier$, et pour Ies ouvrages publics de l'eglise ou du presbytere. 
J'entends par habitans uotables ceu~ qui possedent des biens fonds, qui 
jo uissent d'un bon caractere et d'une bonne reputation, et qui 60nt eli-
giblesa l'honneur d'etre marguillier. -

2. Ca toujours ete i'usage etaLli dans rna paroisse, et je ne puis VO,IS 

indiquer aUClln changement qui ait pll avoir lieu it cet egard. 
3 Je ne puis donner de notion certaine de I'usage par rapport aPe

lectioa des marguilliers et a 1.1 reddition des comptes, avant la cession , , M 
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of accounts before the Cession of the Country. I believe that the custom 
was the same as now; ana I can not fiud any record or document which 
might indllce me to believe otherwise. 

lj.. I do not know of any case in which the NOlable Inhabitants pre. 
viously assisted at any other meetings than those that are mentioned in 
my first answer. 

5. I have never met with any contrariety in my Parish as to the mode 
of calling the meetings. 

6. Yes; and moreover the votes of the Notable Inhabitants, as many 
as there were of them. 

7. " At the close of Mass there will be a meeting at the Presbytery, 
of old and new Marguilliers, for receiving the· accounts of such a one; 
another of the old and new Marguilliers and of the Notables to elect a 
new Marguillier in rvom of such a one, who leaves office." 

8. Since I have been Curate, 1 have never called the Notable Inha. 
bitants to the F dbrique meetings, because such was not the cus. 
torn. 

9; As nearly as I can recollect, the custom was the same as in the 
Parish where I noW' r~~ide. 

10. I have no knowledge of any complaints or murmurs among the 
Parishionel s, respecting their being excluded from the Fabrique meet
ings. Neither do I know of any decision of a Court on that sub. 
ject. 

II. In no case ought the Notable Inhabitants to take part ill the 
Fabrique meetings; fur in their elections they make choice of the most 
notable and the most respect~ble to represpnt them ill the other meet· 
ings; and further they place in their hands the direction of the monies 
of the Fabrique. It would therefore be useless to admit them. 

12. These Notables are only such as I have made mention of in my 
first answer; and 1 have no opinioll to give on the qualification of these 
Notables, for in doing so, some perhaps might be too much elevated, and 
others too much lowered. For the rest, I leave it to the wisdom and 
prudence of your Committee to do that which may be the best for 
ensuring the most perfect tranquility of the Fabriques. 

PH. AUG, PARENT, Priest. 

Cap St. Ignace, 5th March, 1831. 

Parish Q/'Carelton. 

1 .. Th: persons, \V,ho t~ke part in the deliberations of the Fabrique 
meetmgs III my M165lOns are the acting Marguilliers and others to the ' 
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du pays; je crois que I'usage e:ait la m8me que maintellant, et je ne 
trouve ni regitre, ni document qui me donnent lieu de croire Ie can. 
traire. 

4. Je ne connais pa~ de cas au les habitans notables assistaient aupa· 
ravant a d'autres assemblees qu'a celles enoncees dans ma premiere reo 
ponse. 

S. Dans ma paroisse je n'ai jamais trouve de contradiction dans Ie 
mode de convoquer les assemblee&. 

6. Oui, Monsieur; et de plus lea yates des habitans notables, et taot 
qu'il yen avait. 

7. A l'issue de la Messe, il y aura au Presbytere une assemblee des an. 
ciens et nouveaux marguilliers, pour la reddi(ion des comptes d'un tel ; 
une autre, des anciens, nouveaux marguiiliers et des notables, pour elire 
un nouveau marguillier a la place d'un tel, qui sort de charge. 

S. Depuis que je suis Cure, je n'ai jamais appele les habitans notables 
aux assemblees de Fabrique, parce que ce n'etait pas l'usage. 

9. Autant queje puis me souvenir, l'usage etait Ie meme que dans la 
paroisse ou je re,ide. 

10. Je n'ai nulle connaissance de plaintes au de murmures des parois. 
siens de leur exclusion des assemblees de Fabrique. Je ne connais 110n 
plus aucune decision de cou I' sur ce sujet. 

11. Dans aucun cas, les habitaas notables ne doivent participer aUK 
assemblees de Fabrique; car dans les elections, ils choisissent des plus 
notables et des plus respectab!es poul'les reprt!,enter dans les autres as
sernblees ; et de plus, ils leur meltent ent re les mains Ie maniement des 
deniers de la Fabrique. Ainsi il serait inutile de les y admettre. 

12. Ces notables ne sont autres que ceux que j'ai enonces dans ma 
premiere reponse ; et je n'ai pas d'opinion a donner sur la qualification 
de ces notables, car il faudrait peut-etre trop elever les ~ns et avilir les 
auta-ea. Au r~ste, je laisse it la sagesse et it la prudence de Votre Co
mite de faire pour Ie mieux, et pour la plus parfaite tranquillite des 
Fabriques. 

PH. AUG. PARENT, Ptre. 
Cap St. Ignace, 5 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de Carleton. 

1. Les personnes qui prennent part aux deliberations des Assemblees 
de Fabrique, dans mes missions, sont lea marguilliers en activite et autres, 
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exclusion of all other persons, excepting at the Parish'meetings, when 
all those who ate concerned are summoned. 

2. I believe that some of my predecessors have not always exactly 
followed this course, I am not able to point out the times of such 
changes. 

S. Before the Cession of Canada to Great Britain, this Mission was 
almost a nullity, & I have no authentic documents relative to that period. 
For about thirty five years the elections of MarguiIliers have been made 
as above said, and the rendering of accounts in a meeting of MarguiIliers 
at which the Missionary presided. 

4. I have reason to believe that the Notables have never taken a part 
in the Fabrique meetings in my Missions. 

5. Answered by the preceding. 
6. In 1827 and 1828, at the election of Margnilliers, I called the 

landholders and heads of families together whose votes I received. 'For 
the two years following I only called the old and new Marguilliers to 
those meetings. From fifteen to twenty persons composed those meet. 
ings in either case. ' 

7. I announced the Fab~ique meetings, specifying the time, the place, 
and the object thereof. 

S. In 1829, I left off calling together the landholders and the _ heads 
of families for the elections' of MarguiIliers, calling to those meetings only 
the old and lIew Marguilhers; and this was in pursuance of a judgment 
which was given at Montreal on the 3d of December 1694, on this sub
ject, to which I thought it my duty to conform. 

9. I c~n not reply as to the places where I have resided. 
10, No person belonging to my Missions bas complained of having 

been excluded from the Fabrique meetings, nor taken any steps in that 
respect. It is not within my knowledge that any decision of a Court 
11as taken place in this matter. , 

11. Good order, dispatch of business, and many other weighty con
siderations seem to render it necessary that the usual Vabrique meetings 
should not be very numerous; General Meetings not having to take 
place but for the election of Margnilliers, the erection, or heavy repairs 
of Churches and Presbyteries, and other matters of that kind. 

12. I should be of opinion that the landholders, with the exception of 
those who might be in a state of degradation, possessing a certain number 
of acres of land, and professional persons, should be admitted as Notables 
to take part in the election of Marguilliers, and in Parish meetings 
alone. 

LOUIS ST ANISLAS MALO, Priest. 

Carlton, ~Oth NOT. 1831. 



a l'exc1usiart d~' t(;JUte atltre person he, excepte aux assell1blees de Paroi&oe, 
ou tOtlS les concerlles sont appel6s. 

2. Je pense que quelques-uns de mes predccesseurs n'ant pas toujours, 
a peu de chose pres, suivi celte marche ; et il me serait impossible d'in
diquer les epoques de ces changemens. 

3. Avant la cession du Canada Ii. la Grande. Bretagne, cette mission 
etait presque nulle ; et je n'ai aucun document authentique de cette 
epoque. Depuis environ trente-cinq ans, les elections de marguiliiers 
se sont faites comme susdit ; e:t la reddition des comotes dans une a8-
semblee de marguilliers, presidee par Ie missionnaire. • 

4. J'ai lieu de croire que dans mes missions, les notables n'ont jamais 
participe aux assemblees de Fabrique. 

5. ,Repondu par Particle precedent. 
6. En 1827 et 1828, j'ai, a l'election des marguilliers, convoque les 

proprietaires et chefs de families, dont j'ai re<;u les votes; les deux annees 
suivantes, je n'ai appele, it ces elec tions, que le~ margui\liers anciens et 
nouveaux. Quinze a vingt personnes com!l0~aient ces assemblees dans 
l'UD et l'autre cas. 

7. J'ai annonce les assemblees de Fabrique ell designant Ie temps, Ie 
lieu et Ie but d'icelles. 

8_ En 1829, j'ai cesse d'appeler les proprietaires et les chefs de fa
milies aux elections de marguilliers, ne convoquant it ces assemblees que 
les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers, et cela d'apres un jugcment lendu 
it ce sujet a Montreal, Ie 3 Decembre 1694 ; sentence it laquelle j'ai 
cru de mon devoir' de me conformer. . 

9. Je ne puis repondre par rapport aul!. lieux ou j'ai reside. 
10. Aucune personne de mes missions ne s'est plaint d'2;tre exclu des 

assemblees de Fabrique, ni adopte de demarches it ce sujet. II o'est pas 
en ma connaissance qu'aucune decision de cour Bait intervenue en celte 
matiere. 

11. Le bon ordre, l'expedition et plusieurs raisons importantes sem
blent necessiter que les assemblees ordinaires de Fabdque ne soient pas 
tres-nombreuses; les assemblees generales ne devant avoir lieu qUCi pour 
l'election des marguilliers, I'erection ou les reparations consider abIes des 
eglises et presby teres, et aut res objets de cette nature. 

12. Je serais d'opinion que les proprietaires, it I'exception de ceux 
dont l'etat pourrait 2;tre ig-noble, d'un certain nombre d'acres de terre, 
et les personnes de profession, fUBsent admises comme notables, it par
ticiper it I'election des marguilliers et aux assemblces de paroisse 5eule
ment. 

LOUIS STANISLAS MALO, Ptre. 

~arleton, 30 Novembre 1831. 
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Parish Q[ St. Joseph de Soulanges, at the Cedars. 
1. The persons who in my Parish take part in the deliberations of the 

Fabrique meetings, are the old and new MarguilJiers. The Notable In
habitants are never admitted in any case, 

2. This custom has ,been established since 177'3 the earliest date of 
the first book of the Minutes, There was a change from 1797 to 1802, 
relatil'e only to the meetings for the electiol'l of Marguilliers, to which 
were called not only the old and new Marguilliers, but also the other 
inhabitants of the parish, From 1810 to 18iO, tbere are to be seen in 
the Book for the rendering of accounts, at one time the signatures as 
witnesses of a Notary, I bel:::ve, and a Beadle, and at another of a Justice 
of the Peace, who re5ided at the Parsonage.house; yet the minute of , 
the convocation only called on the old and new Marguilliers. Since the 
year 1820, the MlIrguilliers alone have aS5isted at the Fabrique meetings j 
such IS the custom prevailing in my Parish, and the change, and the 
period of the change that took place. 

3, I do not know what the cue tom was with regard to the election 
of Marguilliers and to the renderbg of accounts, in my Parish, befote 
the Cession of the Country to Great Britain; and since then the docu
ments (hat are in my possession do not enable to give any general in
formation on the subject to the Committee, till after 177'3. 

4. I can not state to what cause is to be ascribed the change above 
mentioned. 

5. That change under one Curate might perhaps be owing to a 
change in the mode of convoca,tion, and not to any decision of any Court 
of Justice, and much less to any ordinance or instructions on the part of 
the superior ecclesiastical powers who never thoug,ht of the matter. 

6. Since I was appointed Curate of St. Joseph de Soulanges in 1827, 
I have never received at the election of Marguilliers the votes of any other 
persons than those of the old and new Marguilliers. No other persons 
offered themselves. 

7. The convocation of the Fabrique meetings, as well in ordinary 
cases, as for the rendering of accounts, and for the election of Mar.guil. 
liers, was made in the following terms; "Messieurs the old and new 
Marguilliers are req1lested to meet to day, (or any olho::r day,) at the 
Sacristy, at the close of the Grand Mass, to proceed to the election." 
&c. 

8. I never called tIle Notables to the Fabrique meetings, in my Pa
rish, because that custom was not in force before my time. 

~. 1 can ~ive ,no answer t,o the preceding questions as regards other 
Parishes, thIS belllg the first 1D Canada to the cure of which I have had 
the honour of being called. ' 

1.0' ,It is not within my ,knowledge! that, for three years past any 
PanshlOners or landl,oIders I,n my LPa:lsh, have complained of having 
been excluded from the Fabnque meetings, or have taken any tlteps in 
that respect, nor has there been any decision of Court 011 that subject. 
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Paroisse de St. Joseph de Soulanges, aUff Cedres. 
I. Les p~rsonnes qui prennent part aux deliberations des asselllbIees 

de Fabrique, dans rna parois;e, sont les margllilliel's anciens et nouveaux. 
Les habitans notables n'y sont admis dans aucun cas. 

2. eet mage est etabli depuis ) nq, date la pluHeculee rlu premier 
livre des dellblrations. Ilyeut un changement, de 1797 a 1802, relatif 
aux seule6 assemblees pour I'election des marguilliers, auxquelles on in. 
vitait non seulement les marguilliers anciens ct nouveaux, mais aussi les 
au/res habitans de la pal'Oisse. De 1810 1t 1820, on voit sur Ie livre de 
la reddition des comptes, les signatures comme temoins, je pense, tantot 
d'un notaire et d'un bedeau, tan tot d'un juge de paix, demeurant dans 
la maison curiale. L'acte de convocation cependal1t n'appelalt que les 
marguilliers anciens et nou\'eaux .. Depuis t'annee 1820, les margUllliers 
Ont seuts assiste aux assemhlees de Fabrique; tel est I'usage etabli dans 
rna paroisse, Ie changement, et l'epoque du changement qui a eu lieu. 

3. Je ne sais quel etait I'usage par rapport it I'eJection des rnarguilliers 
et a la reddition des comptes, dans ma paroisse, avant la cession du pays 
ala Grande·Bretagne ; et depuis, les documens clont je suis en posses· 
sion, ne me mettent a m~:me de donner des renseignernens au Comite sllr 
ce sujet en general, que depuis 1773. 

4. Je De puis dire a queUe cause on doit attribuer Ie changernent men
tionne plus haut. 

5, Ce c.hangement, sous un seul Cure, serait peut-~tre di'i au change
ment fait dans Ie mode de convocation, et non a des decisions de cours 
de justice, bien mains it des ordonnances ou injonctions de la part des BU

perieUTS ecclesiaGtiques, qui n'y ant jamais pense. 
6. Depuis que j'ai ete nomme Cure de St. Joseph d(' Soulanges, en 

1827, je n'ai re9u it l'election des marguilliers, les votes d'autres per
sonnes que des marguilliers anciens et nouveaux. Aucune autre personne 
ne s'est presentee. 

7. La convoc.ation des assemblees de Fabrique, tant dans les cas or 
dinaires, que pour la reddition des comptes et I'election dps marguilliers
a ete faite dans les termes suivaos : Messieurs les marguilliers, anciens, 
et nouveaux, sont pries de s'assembler aujourd'hui (au tout autre jour,) 
it la Sacristie, a I'issue de la Grand' Mesee, pour proceder a l'eLection, 
etc. 

B. Je n'ai jarnais appeJe les notables aux assemb6es de Fabrique, dans 
rna paroisse, parce que cet usage n'y crait pas en vigueur avant rnoi. 

9. Je ne puis donner des reponses aux questions precedentes par rap
port a d'autres paroisses ; celle-ci etant la premiere en Canada, a la des. 
serte de laqurlle j'ai I'honneur d'avoir ete appele. 

10. II n'est pas a rna eonnaissance, depuis trois ans, que des p~rois
siens ou des proprietaires dans rna paroisse, se soient plaints d'etre exclus 
des assemblees de Fabrique, au aient adopte quelques demarches a eet 
gard; il n'y a pall en de decision de cour a ce sujet. 
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II. My h,umble opinion relative to the participation of the Notable 
Inhabitants in the Fabrique meetings, on certain occasions, far from be
ing in the negative, is contrariwis~ in the affirmative. And these are 
my reasons. Alt bough it seems extraordinary that a cnstom so g7neral 
and so con,tant, prevalent in seven-eighths of the Parishes of the DIO.ceSp.' 
of admittlllg none but the old and new Marguiliiers to the Fabnquc 
meerillg~, should not have the force of law, nor be a right as sacred and 
as undeniable 'n this respect as in any other, and that it be not very just 
that the complaints ot malversations in one eighth of our Parishes should 
be the cause of engaging us to deprive the others of the rights and pri
vileges of which they have till this year been possessed, yet conside~j?g 
that there i~ 110 question in the Fabrique meetings but a~ to the admlOlS
tra ion of the temporal affairs of the.Church, and that the only consulta. 
tions are as to their best mode of distribution, I am, for the sake of peace 
and unanimity decidedly of opinion that the Notable Inhabitants ought 
not any longer to be shut out from the Fabrique meetings, the more so, 
as by their knowledge will be of service, in jG6iciously con5ulting with 
the Cures and the Marguilliers as to th~ most proper administration 
possible of the patrimony of the Church, and thereby participating in 
the sweet gratification that is derived from contributing to the glory of 
God, a-nd promoting the honour of Religion, by employing that property 
ill adorcing the Churches, ornamenting the Aitars, for the Majesty pf 

Divine W ol'ship, and for the iustruction of youth. This mark of can. 
fidence is due to the Notables; nor will it be without return; it will 
have the effect of ~hewing that the Clergy do not seek to isolatetherr:
selves from the people, and to manage every thing by themselves. It is 
little to them by whom the good is done; this measure will save' them 
time, trouble, and sacrifices, and will relieve them from the odium of 
many measures for which they alone were held responsible: . Consider
ing the number and the qualities of the persons which this measure 
would gratify, not looking at it with an indifferent eye, and with pure 
motives, I hope, and the impulse which it has received will sooner or 
later cause it to pass, all resistance on the part of the Clergy would be 
more disastrous than advantageous. [t is said that fears are entertained, 
tha~ ~nder a new regime. thooe meetings would become noisy, that the 

,elections would be, under Influence, the official duties dishonoured· and 
the mo.ney de!apidated, or not so well administered. This might ha~pen, 
but if It so Willed, what does it signify to the Cures provided Religion 
and its Min.isters are respected. Yet the greater part of the Notables, 
must have It at hean, and the greatest interest, that the new order of 
things be not more vicious than the first. Honour and conscience being 
the rules of ~onduct, I am sure of those of my Parish, who can doubt 
th:!t they Will 0ppofe a system which would disgrace them, because they 
would have been the authors of it? Moreover, would it not also be 
a point of hono~r in our Legislature, if, in taking upon themselves to 
change the ancIent customs regarding the matter, of a new management 
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11. Mon humble oplmon sur la participation des habitans notables 
aux assemblees de Fabrique, en certain cas, loin d'lllre negative, esl au 
cOI,traire bien affirmative. En voici les motifs: Quoiqn'll paroisse ex
traordinaire qu'un u;age amsi general et aussi constant, c[abli dans les 
sept ·huitieme des paroisses du diocese, de n'admettre aux assemblees de 
Fabrique que Ie, marguilliers allciens et nouveaux, ne doive lias av(,ir 
force de lui, ni etre un droit aussi sacre et aussi incontestable en ce point 
qu'en tout autre, et qu'll suit peu juste que les plailltes de malversations 
d'un huilieme de nos puoisses, soient la calise qui engage a priver les 
autres des privllegps et des droits dOIH lIs ont joui jusqu'a cette annee ; 
neanmuins, pour I'amour de la paix et de I'union, et con,iderant qu'll ne 
B'agit dans Ie. assemblees de Fabrique que de la gestion des biens tempo
rels des eglises, et qll'on n'y delilJere que ,mr lellt· meilleure distrib,ltioll, 
je suis decidernenl d'opinion qu'on ne dait pas exclure plus long-temps 
des assemblees de Fabrique les habitans notables, d'antant plus que par 
leurs connaissances, ils peuvent rendre des sen ices, aviser sagement avec 
les cures et les marguilliers it la plus juste administration possIble du pa
trimoine de l'eglise, et participer par lit it la douce satisfaction qu'il y a 
d'avoir procure la gloire de Dieu, avance l'honneur de la religion, par 
I'emploi de ces biens a la decoration des temples, it l'ol'llemenr des au' 
tels, it la majestc uu culte Divin et a ['instruction ue la jeunesse. On duit 
cette marque de can fiance allx notables; elle ne sera pas salis retour; 
elle aura j'elfel de montrer que Ie cIerge ne cherche pas it s'isuler du peu
pIe, a tOllt conduire par lui-meme; qu'lllui importe peu par qui Ie bien 
se fasse; cetle mesure lui epargnera du temps, des peines et des sacri. 
fices, et Ie decharge~a de l'odleux de pilisieurs mesures dont all Ie tenait 
senl responsable. Le nombre et la qualitt! des personnes que cette me. 
sure fiatle, ne la voyant pas d'un Olil indifferent, par des motifs purs, 
j'espele, et l'impulsion qU'el!e a re<;ue l'expusant it passer tot au tard, 
tou[e resistance de la part du c1erge serait pillS funeste qu'avantagellse. 
On crainr, die-on, que, sous Ull nouveau regime, ces assemblees ne de. 
viennent bruyantes, que les elections ne soient infiuencees, Ie banc-d'oouvre 
de,honore, les deniers dllapides au moins bien admillistres. Cela pour
rait arriver; mais, si on Ie veut, qu'importe aux cures, pourvu que 
la religion et Ies ministres soient respectes. Cependallt la majorite des 
notables devant avoir a COlur, au plus haut inter;;t, que Ie nouvel ordre 
de chose ne soit pas plus vicieux que Ie premier; l'honneur et Ia COII_ 
science etant la regIe de sa conduite, j'en suis certain, pour ceul{ de rna 
paroisse, qui doute qu'ils ne s'opposent efficacement a un systeme qui 
les degraderait, parce qu'ils en seraient les auteurs? D'ailleurs, n/irait
ils pas aussi de l'hollneur de notre Legislature, ai, en se cbargeant de 
changer les anciens usages, dans l'interet d'une meilleure regie de biens 
aussi sacres que ceux des Fabriques, elle lie tachait, par les plus sages 
dispositions d'une loi pleine de sagesse, d'arreter les anciens abus, et de 
prevenir les lIouveaux? Lea intentions sont trop pures pour ne pas ar
Teter Ie mal dalls sa source, et pour nous laisser regretter Ies oignonll 

N 
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of property of so sacred a kind as that of the Fabriques, they did not 
endeavour by the judicious provisions of a law replete with wisdom, both 
put a stop to old abuses and prevent uew ones? The intention is of too 
pure a nature not to stop the evil of its SOUlce, and cause us ttl regret 
the onions of Egypt. Thus, in my humble opinion, the Notables may, 
and ought to, be admitted to the Fabrique mf"etings. 

12. The Committee not enquiring of me, on what certain occasions, 
the Notables ought to take part in the deliberations of the Fabrique 
meetings, reserve the decision thereof to its own judgment, and cordially 
I concur therein. These Notables should he not only the Seigneurs of 
the Parishes, the Justices of the Peace, the Advocates, the Members 
of Parliament, the Notaries, and the Officers of Militia, but also the 1and 
proprietors in easy circumstances in each Parish, who, on account of 
residence, their large contributions, and personal merits, should be ad
mitted to the meetingR, as having a greater right to it than many other 
illdividll~ls. Jl'he Notables might also he deSIgnated in the same man. 
lIer as IS done with resp_ect to the Officers of Militia, or by a certain 
number of years which they may have resided in the Parish. In truth 
it is a more difficult question than any of the others, I should scarcely 
know how to determine who the Notables should, in order. not to admit 
indilcriminately tbe little and the great. ,he rich and the poor. 

F. N. BLANCHET, Priest. 
C'edan, 12th Marc., 18~H. 

Parish qfChambly. 

1. There have been sixty-eight Fabrique meetings. either for the 
election of Marguilliers, or for the rendering of accounts, and it appears 
by the Register that the old and new Marguilliers were called forty two 
times, and the Notables or principal inhabitants or heads of families, six. 
teen times. 

2. The Register is only numbered in the year 1763. 'l'he Marguil
!ie~s alone were then called. to the meetings; and the present Curate 
J8 Ignorant of the causes whIch may have induced his predecessors some
times to depart from this custom. 

3. There is no Register before the Ce5sion of Canada to Great 
Britain. 
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d'Egypte. Ainsi, dans mon humble opinion, on peut, all doit admet. 
tre les notables aux assemblees de Fabrique. 

12. Le Comite ne me demandant point en quels certains cas les nota
bles devraient participer aux deliberations des assemblees de Fabrique. 
en reierve la decision a sa haute sagesse ; j'y concours cordialement. 
Cea notables devraient etre non seulement les seigneurs de paroissl!, les 
Juges a paix, les avocats, les membres du parlement, Ies notaires, les 

.officlers de milice ; mais encore Ies proprietaires aises dans chaque pa
roisse, a c"use de la residence, des larges contributions et du merite per
sonnel qui devraient engager ales admettre aux assemblees, }' ayant plus 
de droit que plusieurs aut res individus. On pourrait determiner les no
tables de la maniere dont on Ie fait pour les officiers de milice, et par un 
certain nombre d'annees de residence dans la paroisse. En verite cette 
question est plus diffidle que toutes les autres ; je ne saurais trap com
ment determiner les notables, pour ne pas y admettre indifferemment Ies 
petits et les grands, les riches et lea pauvres. 

F. N. BLANCHET, Ptre. Cure. 
Aux Cedres, 12 Mars 1831. 

Pilroisse de Ckamblo. 

1. II y a eli soixante-huit assemblies de Fabrique. soit pour Jea elec
tions de marguilliers, ,oit pour reddition de comptes, et te regitre fait foi 
que les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux y ont ete appeles cinquante· 
deux fois, et les notables ou principaux habitans au chefs de fa mille, 
seize fois. 

2. Le regitre ne numerote q u'a l'annee 1763; les sellIs marguiIliers 
etaient alora requis aUX assemblees ; et Ie present Cure ignore les causes 
qui ont pu engager ..ses predecesseurs a s'ecarter quelquc fois de cet 
usage. 

S. Point de regitre avant Ia cession du Canada ala Grande-Bretagne. 
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4. The Register ~ays nothing on this subject. 
S. 'fhe Courts of Justice have never ordained any thing as to the 

mode of convo~ing meetinjl:S in this Parish: there is only one Ordinance 
in existence of the Bishop of Telmesse, dated the 6th July, 1824, who, 
at the requisition of the Marguilliers then as,embled, orders that in 
future, the old 3:ld new MargUiliins alone shall be convoke-d, on account 
of the difficulties that has arisen from the admission of thE' Notables to 
two or three meetings. 

6. Some persons who call themselves Notable, and are in fact such by 
the difficulties and suits they have raised in thE' Parish, have i,lmetimes 
been admitted to the meetings for eJection, or for rendering of accounts; 
and the Curate in admitting them only did so for peace sake; yet tbeEe 
meetings have always been tumultuous and scandalous, on account of the 
intoxication, quarrels and disputes that accompanied them, and even of 
profane language. 

7. The Marguilliers alone, excepting on the above occasions, have 
been convoked. 

8. This question has been sufficiently replied to above. 
9. In the Parish of St. Pierre, at Halifax, of which the present CurE of 

Chambly, had the cure for three years, twelve electo~s previously chosen 
by the Parishioners alone appointed the Marguiilier who was always one 
of their OWll body. The disputes which existed in the Fabrique, when 
the NOlobles were called to the meetings, induced the Revd. Edmond 
Burke, since Bishop of Sion to adopt thIS plan. 

10. The Inhabitants of this Parish have never, to the kn'lwledge of 
the Cure complained of not having been called to the Fabrique meeling~. 
It is true, hovvever, that there is a personagp possessing a certain influ
ence, and famoHs for placing other persons III the front rank, and keep
ing himself back, has endeavoured to persuade the Parishione~s that they 
had a light [0 take part in the Fabrique meetings ~ hi~ zeal has even 
carried hIm into the adjacent Parishes; but his success has not been itl 
conformity with his wishes. 

11. The Curate of Chambly is firmly of opinion that the Marguilliers 
alone ought to take part in the Fabrique meetings, whatever the author 
of the celebrated writings of the famous HOlough of Three Rivers may 
say. The comparison which this au)hor endeavours to e&tablish between 
the election of [he Repre,entatives of the People, and of the Marguilliers 
of a Parish, is not a very happy one, and turns against himself. For in 
the same manner as in a County there are only a certain number of per
sons who can vote at the elections of Representatives, so too there ought 
in a Parish to be only a certain number of persons admi~sable to the elec
tion of a Mar guillier and other Fabrique dehberatiorls; in the same way 
too as the voters in a County suffiCiently represent the said County, al
though they form but the smaller part of its popula~ion, so too do the 
Marguilliers old and new, can sufficiently represent tbe Parish, although 
they form but the smallest part of its population. Had he reasoned ill 
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4. Le regt:re ne dit rien SUI' cet article. 
5. Les cours de justice n'om jamais rien ordolll1C quant au mode de 

convoquer les asscmblees, dans cette paroisse ; il n'existe qu'une ordon
nance de Monseigneur l' Eveque de Tellemesse, en date du t:i J uillet 1824, 
qui, a la requisition des marguilliers alors assembles, regIe qU'a I'ave
mr, les eeuls marguilliers anCIens et nOU\'CJUX serJnt convoqucs, a raison 
des inconvcniens rcsuites de I'admission des notables a deux Uti trois as
semblees. 

6. Quelques personncs qui se portent POUi notables et qui sont telles, 
en effet, par les trouhles et prod:! qu'e\les ont suscitcs dans la p \roisse, 
ont ete quelque fois admises aux assemblees pour election au reddition de 
comptes ; et Ie Cure, en les admettant, n'a consulte que la pl'ix, cepen
dant ces assemblces ont toujours ete tumultueuses et scandaleuses, par 
les ivrogneries, querelles, disputes, et memes par les blasphemes. 

7. Les marguilliers seuls, excepte les cas ci-dessus, ont etc convo
ques. 

8. Cette question a ete sufli~ammcnt repondue r:lus haut. 
9. Dalls la Paroisse de St. Pierre, a Halifax, que Ie present Cure de 

(,hambly a desservi~ pendant trois ans, douze electenrs choisis autrefois 
par la paroisse, nom me rent seuls Ie marguillier, qui est tOlljolll'S pris 
dans leur corps; les troubles qui existaient dans la Fabrique, lorsquf; 
les notables etaient appeles aux assemblees, ellgagerent Ie Reverend Ed. 
Burke, depuis Eveque de Sion, a adopter ce plan. 

10. Les habitans de cette paroisse ne se sont jamais plaints, it la con
'naissance du Cure, de ce qu'lh ne sont pas appeles aux assemblees de 
Fabrique. A la verite un personnage d'une certaine influence et celebre 
pour mettre les personnes en avant et se tenir lui·meme en arriere, s'est 
elforce de persuader aux paroissiens qu'ils avaient droit de prendre part 
aux assemblees de Fajrique; son zele meme l'a transporte dans les pa
roisses voisines ; cependant Ie succes n'a pas repondu a ses desirs. 

11. Le Cure de Chambly est fortement d' opinion q~e les sellls mar
guilliers doivent prendre part aux affaires de Fabrique, quoiqu'en dise 
Pauteur des celebres ecrits du fameux Bourg des Trois-Rivieres. Les 
comparaisons que Ie dit auteur pretend etablir ent~e l'election des repr€:
sen tans du peuple et des margutlliers d'une paroisse ne sont pas fort heu
reuses et toument a son dcsavantage ; car, de mente qlle dans un eomtc, 
il n'y a qu'un certain nombre de personnes qui puissent voter aux elec
tions des representans, de meme aussi dans une paroissE', ne doit·il y avoir 
qu'U[) certai[) nombre de personnes qui soient admissibles aux ~lection5 
d'un marg,ullier, et autres deliberations de Fabrique; de meme e[)core 
que les votans, dans un cornIe, representent suflisamment Ie dit comte, 
quoiqu~Jls ne forment que la plus petite partie de la population d'un com
.te, de me me aus.i les marguilliers, tant anciens que nouveaux, peuvent
ils suffisamment representer la paroisse, quoiqu'ils ne forment que la plus 
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this way, he would have come to a more jURt conclusion. And this good 
man, after he has named his Representatives does he go and see what 
they do in Parliamrnt? Would he venture even to lift up nis voice be
fore the Honorable House? Moreover, if the Notables are admitted 
the Fabrique meetings are in fact destroyed; there i6 then no need of 
Marguilliers, for then every body is a Marguillier. The Notables ought 
therefore not to be called on, but when there is a question about assessing 
or taxing them; for good sense and justice say that people ought not to 
be made to pay, without letting them know for what. Now the Act 
of 1791, prebcribes what is to be done. The Committee are requested 
to consider that those who cry out so loud in favour of the :Church, are 
neither its pillars or models: their examples, and their language only 
tend to demoralize the good people of Canada, and cause to disappear 
from among them, that respect and love they have aiways for the Reli
gion of their Fathers, and for -the Ministers of ~hat Religion. 
, 12. The word Notable hardly can be defined: all in general claim to 
be Notablee. In this Village the Chimney Sweeper, as well as another 
official character whose functions certainly are not performed in chimnies, 
nor even in the day time, have assisted at a meeting, where the Marguil
liers and the Notables wele; Party and intrigue brought them there. 

Chambly, 1st March, 1831. 

Parish Q[ Champlain, and Batiscan. 

In all the Fabrique meetings of the Parishes, forming the Visitation 
of Champlai n, and of St. Franc;ois Xavier de Batiscan, of which I have 
the honour to be \..Jurate, the Marguilliers alone take part in the deliber
ations, and that from. time immemorial. The Notables were only begun 
to be called to them In 1820 only for the election of Marguilliers. I am 
the only one who introduced this practice in the two above mentioned 
~arishes. without .a~y reclamation beillg made on the part of the Parish
IOners, or any decIsIOns of any COUrlS of Justice, or any Ordinance of 
superior Ecclesiastical authority, constraining me to do so. The Nota
bles, or rathel' the Parishioners who had not yet been MarguilIiers, 
though. they we~e called never pr~sent~d themselves at the meetingsin 
my Pansh of Batlscan; at Champl;uu a single person sometimes presented 
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petite partie de la population de la paroisse ; en raisonnant ainsi, il au
rait relJcontre UII peu plus juste. Et Ie bOil auteur, quand il a nomme 
ses representans, va-t.il voir ce qu'ils font dans Ic parlement? Oserait. 
il meme faire enteadre sa voix devant l'Honorable Chambre? D'ailleurs, 
si on admet les notilbles, on detruit par Ie fait les assemblees de Fabri
que; il n'y a plus besoin de marguilliers. car tout Ie monde e~t alors 
mal'guillier. Les notables ne doivent dOllc etre appelCs que lorsqu'il 
s'agit de les faire cotiser au de les taxer; car Ie bon sens et la Justice 
disent qu'an ne doit pas faire payer les gens, sans leur dire pourquai. 
Alors, Ie bill de 1791 prescrit ce qu'll y a it faire. Le Comite est pde 
d'observer que ceux qui crient si haut en faveur de I'eglise, n'en sont ni 
les piliiers IIi Ie modele; leur exemple et leurs discaurs ne ten dent qU'a 
demoral:ser Ie bon peuple Canadien, et a faire disparaitre en Itfi ce res. 
pect et cet attachement qu'il a toujOUI'S eus pour la teligion de ses peres, 
et pour les ministres de cette meme religion. 

] 2. Le mot Tlotable ne peut guere se determiner; taus en general pre
tendellt etre notables. Dans ce village, Ie ramoneur, aus,) bien qu'un 
autre employe, dont les fonctions ne se font certainement pas dans lea 
cheminees, ni meme daus Ie jour, ant assiste a une assemblee OL\ se trou
vaient les marguilliers et les notables; les intrigues et les cab ales les y 
avaieut ameues. 

Chambly, ler Mars 1831. 

Paroisses de Champlain et Batiscan. 

Dans toutes les assembH:es de Fabrique des paroisses de la visitation 
de Champlain, et de St. Fran~ois-Xavier de Batiscan, dom j'ai Phon
neur d'etre Cure, les marguilliers seuls ant part aux deliberations, et ce 
depuis un temps immemorial; les notables n'ont commence d'etre appe-

, les qu'en 1820 seulement, pour l'eIection des marguilliers; je slIis Ie 
seul qui ai introduit eet usage dans les deux paroisses ci-dessus montion. 
nees, sans qu'aueune reclamation quelconque de la part des paroissiens, 
ni decisions des cours de justice, ni ordonnanee de wpericurs ecclesias
tiques m'y alent contraint. Les notables, au plutot les paroissiens, qui 
D'avaient point encore ete marguilliers, quoiqu'appeles, ne se SOllt jamais 
presentes dans les assembIees de rna paroisse de Batiscau ; a Champlain, 
une seule personne s'eet quelque foia presentee; une fois deux, et pres-



himself; once two, but mostly no one; so that the Marguilliers were 
always elected by the old and new Marguilliers alone; and I do 1I0t 
remember that they ever made a bad choice. 

F. G. RIVARD, Priest, CUlC' 

Champlain, 28th February, 1831. 

Parish Q[ Charlesbourg.-

1. The old and new iHarguiIliers and the Notables tak<~ part in the 
deliberations of the Fabrique meetings in the Parish of Charlesbourg. 
The Notable InhabitantB are only admitted to them at the election of 
Marguilliers. AIl the inhabitants think themselves Notahles, even the 
unmarried men who are landholders. 

2. This custom has been estaLlished for about twelve years. Before 
that time the old and new Marguilliers alone took part in the delibera
tions of tbe Fabrique meetings. 

3. According to the Records of the Fabrique, the old and new Mar. 
guil1iers alone took part in the election of Marguilliers, and the render
ing oi accounts before the Cession of Canada to Great Britain; and 
since, until about a dozen years ago, matters have n(!)t changell, only 
with respect to the election of Marguilliers, as above said. 

4. That may perhaps be ascribell to the belief the then Cure held, 
that the Notables ought to be called to those meetings. 

5. The change that took place a dozen years ago was not owing to 
any decisions of Courts of Justice, nor to any orders from any au thority 
whatsoever, but to a change made in the mode of Convocation at the 
sermon, T believe in consequence of the request, ur murmurings of some 
innabitants. 

6. I have myself received at the election of Margui\lier~, besides the 
votes of the old and new Marguilliers, those of about twenty persons 
wno thought themselves Notables. They were farmers, carpenters and 
smiths. 

7. The Notables have not been summoned but for the election of 
Marguilliers; in every olhet' case the old and new Marguillit'rs, have 
a:one been summoned. 
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que toujours personne; de sorte que le marguilliel' a tOlljoUI'S etc e\u par 
Ies seuls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux; et je ne me rappelle pas qu'ils 

.Be soient mepris dans leur choix. 

F. G. RIVARD, Ptre. Cure. 

Champlain, 28 Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse de Charlesbourg. 

1. Les anciens et les nouveaux rnarguilliers et les notables prennent 
part aux deliberations des a,semblees de Fabrique dans la Parui%e de 
Charlesbourg. Les habitans notables n'y sant admis que pour l'electiofl 
des margllilliers. Tous les habi~fls se croyeflt notables, meme les gar
!tons pr,'prietai, es. 

2. Cet usage est etabli depllis une douzaine d'annees ; avant cet epo
que les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers seuls avaient part aux dellbera_ 
tiuns des assemb1ees de Fabrique. 

3. D'apres les regitres de la Fabrique, les marguilliers anciens et nou
veaux seuls prenaient part a l'c§lectiofl des rnarguilliers et a la reddition 
des comptes, avant la cession du pays a la Grande-Bretagne; et de!lUis, 
jusqu'it il ya Ulle douzaine d'annees, que les chases ont change seulement 
pour l'eJection des rnarguilliers, camme iJ est di[ ci-dessus. 

4. Cela peut etre attribue it la croyance que Ie Cure d'alors avait que 
les notables devaient eIre appe)es aces assernblees. 

5. Ce changernent qui a eu lieu, il y a une douzaine d'annees, n'est 
pas da a ces decisions des cours de justice, ni a des ordres d'une autorite 
quelconque, mais a un changement dans Ie mode de Ia convocation faite 
au prone, je pense, d'apres la demande ou murmure de quelques habi
tans. 

6. J'ai re<;u moi-m~me a I'election de8 marguilliers, outre les votes 
des anciens et nouveaux rnargl1illiers, ceux d'u ne vingtaine de personne& 
qui se croyaient notables, c'etaient des cultivateurs, des menuisiers et 
forgerons. 

7. Les notables n'ont ete convoques que pour l'electioD des rnarguil
liers ; dans tous les autl'es cas, les anciens et les nouveaux marguilliers 
seuls ant et6 appeIes. 

o 
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8. I always followed the custom that 1 found e9tablished. . 
9. I have had the cure of Ste. Anne du Petit Cap. St. AmbrOIse, and 

St. Thomas. In these three Parishes the old and new Marguilliers. 
alone took ~art ill the deliberations of the Fabrique meetings, in all 
casts. 

10. I helve no knowledge cf any person having complained ofbeillg 
excluded from the Fabriqlie meetings. 

1 I. I should prefer that none .snonld be admitted to the Fabrique 
meetings, but the old and new Margnilliers, becanse I con~ider that the 
concerns of the Fabrique are better managed by a certam number of 
respect'ilble pi:rsons as the Marguilliers are, than by a crowd of persons 
who think themselves Notables. 

1~. If the Notables are desired to be admitted, it would be best to 
empower only, the Seigneurs, the Justices of the Peace, and the Captains 
of Militia, to H.ke part in the Fabrique meetings. 

ANT. BEDARD. 

Charlesbourg, 19th February, 1831. 

Parish Q[ St. Charles, Rivie1'e Boyer, 

The old and new Marguilliers are the only persons who take 
part in the deliberations of the Fabrique meetings, in the Parish 
of St. Charles.- Since the year 1750, the date of the erection of 
this Parish till the present year, the inhabitants have three times 
been called together to proceed to the election of a new Marguil
lier; namely the] st of January in the yea~s 1795, 1796, and 
1797.-1 do not know why they were not called upon, either in 
the previous years or in those subsequent.':'-'I have only received, 
at the election of a new MarguilJier, the votes of the old and new 
Marguilliers. I convoked the Fabrique meetings, as well in 
ordinary cafes, as for the rendering of accounts and the election 
of Marguilliers, in these terms :-" The old and new Marguilliers 
are requefted to meet at the Sacristy after Divine Service, in order 
to proceed to the election of a new Marguillier, or to assist at the 
rendering accounts of the MarguiUier recently left office". And 
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8. J'ai toujours snivi l'usage que j'ai trouve etabli. 
9. J'ai desservi Ste. Anne du PetIt Cap, St. Ambroise et St. Tho

mas; dans ces trois pJroisses, lea marguilllers anciens et nouveaUlt 
avaieot sellls part anx deliberations des assemblees de F"bl'ique, dans 
to us les cas. 

10. Je lI'ai pas connl>issance que personne ile soit plaint d'etre exclu 
des assemblees de Fabriq ue. 

i 1. 1'aimerais qu'il n'y eut d'admis aux assemblees de Fabrique que 
les anciens et nouveauX marguilliers, parce que je cmis que les affaires 
de Fabriqlle soot mieux conduites par un certain nombre de pel'sonnes 
respectablcs, cOmme 1>out les marguilliers, que par la foule de personnes 
qui se croient notables. 

12. Dans Ie cas ou l' on voudrait admettre des notables, on De pour
rait mieux faire que d'autoriser les seigneurs, les juges de paix et les 
capitaines de milice seuls a paniciper aux assemblees de Fabrique. 

ANT. BEDARD. 

Charlesbourg, 19 Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Charles Riviere Boyer. 

Les anciens et DO!i"eaUX marguilliers font les feules perfonnes 
qui prennent part au;c deliberations des affemblces de Fabrique, 
dans la Paroiffe de 8t. Charles. Depuis I'annee 1750, epoque de 
I'etabllfrement de cette paroiffe, jufqu'it la prefente annee, les ha
bitans ont trois fois ete apreles pour proceder a l'election d'un 
nouveau marguillier: Ie 1 er Janvier des annees 1795-96 et 97. 
J'ignore pourquoi ils n'y ont point ete invites tant dans les an
nees precedentes que dans les fuivantes. Je n'ai re<;u a l'election 
d'un marguillier les votes d'autres perfonnes que des anciens et 
nouveaux marguilliers. J'ai fait la convocation ~es afl'emblees de 
Fabrique, tant dans les cas ordinaires que pour 1a reddition des 
comptes et l'election des marguilliers, tn ces termes; Les anciens 
et nouveaux marguilliers font pries de s'affembler a 1a Sacriftie a. 
l'iff"ue de I'Office Divin, pour proceder it l'election d'uu nouveau 
marguillier, ou pour affister a la reddition des cOJllptes du mar~ 
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notwithftanding this mode of convocation, it has often occurred 
that some of the inhabitants, have, out of curiosity, been present 
at the rendering of accounts, without taking a part in it. I can 
not give any positive anfwers to what is asked of me with regard to 
the Parishes which I have formerly had the cure of, having en
tirely forgotten the modes observed in convoking the Fabrique 
meetings there. I have no knowledge that any Parishioners or 
landholders in my Parish have 'complained of being excluded 
from the Fabrique meetings, or have taken any fieps in that 
respect, or that any decision' of Courts have taken place on the 
subject. In cafe the Notable Inhabitants are, on certain occafions, 
to participate in the Fabrique meetings, the Magistrates and the 
Officers of Militia, are, in my opinion, thofe Notables who should 
be called to those meetings along with the Marguilliers. My 
opinion is that each Parish, ought, for the fake ot unanimity and 
peace among the Parishioners, to preferve its own usages-leav
ing to the Parliament or to the Courts of Justice to remedy abufes 
where there may be any. 

-J. B. PERRAS, Priest. 

St. Charles, 3d March, 183 J. 

Parish Q[ St. Charles, (District of Montreal.) 

1. Th: old and new Th1"arguilliers; seldom the Notables, if I 
am well lOformed. I be~leve that when a meeting of Notables is 
called, all the land proprIetors go to it. 

2. My Predecessor who was for twenty years here, does not 
appear t~ have followed any fixed rule. I do not know whether 
before him, the Notab!es were called in. 

3. I know nothing of what paired before the Conquest of the 
Country by E~gland. The ~ecords. of the Fabrique do not 
enable me to give any other mformatlon than that contained in 
the fecond anfwer. 

4. I can not fay. 
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guillier nouvellement forti du banc-d'ccuvre. Et nonobfiant ce 
mod1! de convocation, il eft [ouvent arrive que quelques habitans 
ont, par curiofite, affiste"it la reddition des compte~ fans y prendre 
part. J e ne peux donner de reponfes certaines a ce qui m'eft 
demande par rapport aux paroiifes que j'ai anciennement deifer
vies, ayant entierement oublii! Ie mode qu'on y fuivait dans la con
vocation des aifemblees de Fabrique. J e n'ai point connaiifallce 
que des paroiffiens ou des proprietaires dans ma paroifle fe foient 
plaints d'etre exclus des a{fembh~es de Fabrique, ou aient adopte 
quelques demarches a cet egard, et que des decifions des tOurs 
foient intervenues fur ce fujct. Dans Ie cas ou les habitans nota
bles devraient participer aux aifemblees de Fabrique en certains 
cas, les magiftrats et officiers de milice font, dans mon opinion, 
les notables qui devraient etre appeles ",vec les marguilliers a ceg 
aifemblees. Mon opinion eft que chaque paroiife devrait confer. 
ver fes ufages pour l'union et la paix entre les paroiffiens, quitte 
au parlement ou aux cours de juftice a reformer les abus ou il y 
en a. 

J. B. PERRAS, Ptre. 

St. Charles, 3 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Charles, (District de Montreal.) 

1. Les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers; rarement les notables, 
fi je fuis bien informe. Je crois que, lorsque l'on convoque une 
aifemblee de notables, tous les proprietaires s'y rendent. 

2 . .'VIOll predeceifeur qui a ete vingt ans ici ne paraitpas avoir 
eu de regIe fixe. Avant lui je ne connais pas que l'on ait appele 
les notables. 

3. Je ne connais rien de ce qui s'eft paife avant la conquete du 
pays par l' Angleterre. Les regitres de Fabrique ne me permet
tent pas de donner d'autres renfeignemens que ceux ,onteous dans 
la feconde reponfe. 

4. J e ne puis Ie dire! 
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Ii. It is very probable that if the Notables have not assisted at 
the meetings, it has been becaufe they were not fummoned.. I 
know of nothing else which would have excluded them. 

6' No-I have not done so. 
7· I have only been five months here. I have called two 

meetings of old and new Marguilliers, as well for the election of 
Marguilliers as for other matters. 

8. I have anfwered above. 
9. I have been Curate of St. Luc, and of L' Aifomption. It 

never came in question tI:) call the Notables for the matters of the 
Fabriql1e. No one has made any outcry, or even murmured to 
my knowledge. 

j O. I have no knowledge whatever of it. 
II. I am of opinion that where there are not any hot-headed 

perfons, and fuch whofe minds are bent upon embroiling every 
thing, matters would not go war fe, without, however, going much 
better; but the rabble Cia canaille,) who are, from their ver,lJ es
sence oppofed to all decent peo~'le, and particularly to the Cures, 
would not fail to occasion disputes in those meetings which have 
hitherto been pretty peaceable. 

12. It is certainly very difficult to draw a line of feparation be
tween Notables and Notables. The Committee will no doubt ex
cuse me for avowing that I am not capable of doing it; and that 
I must entirely confide this fubject to their wisdom. The con
stant cuftom in the Parish of Ste. Marie is to call the Marguilliers 
and the Notables together for the Fabrique concerns. Thefe are 
the only informations I can give the Committee on the queftion of 
the Fabriql1es, which appear to be of so much importance to the 
Public, or rather to fame pedons in rather a fmall number of Pa
rishes. For my own part I have no kind of objection to admit 
the whole Parish in general to the meetings on the Fabrique con
cerns; if confidence exists that all will work better, or even as 
weI; as has been the case for the past. 

M. BLANCHET, !>riest. 

St. Charies, 28th Feby. 1831. 
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5. II ell: bien vraifemblable 'lue, si les notables n'ont pas affiste aux 
lifemblt~es, c'est parce qu'ils n'y ont pas ete appeles. Je ne con· 
oais rien autre chofe qui les en ait exc1us. 

6. Non, je ne l'ai pas fait. 
7. Je fuis iei depuis cinq mois feulement. J'ai convoque deux 

lifemblees d'anciens et nouveaux marguilliers, tant pour l'election 
de marguillier que pour autre objet. 

8. J'ai repondu plus haut. 
9. J'ai ete Cure de St. Luc et de l' Aifomption. 11 n'y a jamais 

ete question d'appeler les notables pour les affairE's de Fabrique. 
Perfonne n'a erie, nj me me murmure it ma connaiifanee. 

)0. Je n'ai nulle eonnailfance de cela. 
II. Je fuis d'opinion que lcl. ou il n'y aura pas de tete clzaude. 

et de ces esprits qui cherchent a tout brouiller, les chofes n'en 
iront pas plus mal, fans aller beaucoup mieux ; mais que 1a ca
naille, qui, par son essence, est oppofee it tous les honnttes gens, 
et de preference aux Cures, ne manquera pa~ ,de mettre Ie trou
ble dans ces aifembl~es, qui jufqu'a prefent ont ete aifez paifibles. 

12. II est certainement bien difficile de tirer une Iigne de fepara
tion entre notables et notables. Le Co mite fans doute voudra bien 
me pardonner, fije lui avoue que je ne m'en fens pas capable, et que 
je me repofe entierement fur fa fagelfe, pour cette chofe amfi que 
pour toutes les autres qu'il plaira a Votre Honorable Chambre 
de lui deferer. L'ufage constant de la Paroilfe de St. Marc, est 
d'appeler les marguilliers t't les notables pour les affaires de Fa
brique. Voiia, Mr., les feuls renleignemens que je puis donner 
au Cornice fur les affaires de Fabrique, qui parailfent d'une si haute 
importance au public, ou plutat it. quelqnes perfonnages d'un as
fez petit nombre de paroiifes. Quant i moi, je n'ai aueune ob
jection a admettre toute 1a paroille en general aux alfembli:es pour 
les affaires de Fabrique, fi l'on est convaincu que tout ira mieux, 
au meme aufIi bien que par le palfe. 

1\1. BLANCHET, Ptre. 

St. Charles, 28 Fevrier 1831. 
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Parish if St. loachim de Chateauguay. 

1. The MarguiIliers alone, as well old as new. No Notables; 
who have besides never required to be admitted. 

2. The above cuftom has always been the fame here. There 
has been no variation, as far as I know. 

3. Before the Conqueft, this Parish was ferved from Sault St. 
Louis, by way of Missioll. The Records do not afford any in
formation as to the enquiry of the Committee. 

4. There has never been any queftion about the Notables. 
5. The cuftom has not varied. The Marguilliers alone have 

come in qupstion as relates to the affairs of the Fabrique. When 
Parochial affairs are in agitation, the Parish is convened. When 
the affairs of the Fabrique are in agitation, the Reprefentatives, 
that is to say the Marguilliers, are alone called on. 

6. Never any other votes than those of the Marguilliers. None 
others ever offered.;hemselves to vote. 

7. " Messieurs, the Marguillier3, as well old as new, are re
quested to meet at the Sacristy after Grand Mass to proceed to 
the election of a new Marguillier, or to receive the accounts of," 
&c. Generally I have not specified the object of the meeting, 
but in the two above cited cafes. 

S. There never was any queffion about Notables. I never sum
moned them. 

9. I have had the cure of fix different Parishes, and of others 
ad interim. In all these diffurent cures, the Marguilliers alone 
were called to the I<abriqlle meetings, and never the Notables, 
who never even thought of going there; for they well knew, so 
many persons could not be wanted to determine upon such trifling 
matters as generally come before the Fabrique meetings. 

10. No one has compJained nor has taken any steps in that 
respect. 

11. I consider that none but the Marguil1iers ought to be sum
moned to the Fabrique meetings. They represent the Parish; 
according to the cuftom commonly followed in this Country, to 
them and to them alone,has at all times been entrusted the direc
tion of the affairs of the Fabrique; therefore they only, who are 
agents of the Parish ought to be called, when the affairs of the 
Fabrique are in agitation. Further to desire to introduce the 
Notables into such meetings would instantly produce disorder ,in 
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PdJ'Jisse de: St. Joachim de Chalt'({uj!,"I.({!f. 

'. Lt!s mlrguil!iers 
Point de notable3, qui 
admis. 

feulem~nt, t:lOt ancien3 que nouveaux; 
d'aillellrs n'oat jamais denunde a y etre 

Z. L'llsage ci-dessus a toujOllrS·ete Ie m~ll1e ici. Il n'a point va
rie a ce que j e sache. 

3. Avant la conquete, cette p.lroiLTe ctait deWervic du SaUlt St. 
Louis, par voie de mifilon. Les r':gitres ne donnellt aucuns ten
feignemens fur la demande du Comite. 

4. It n'a jamais ete q lleCbon de notables. 
5. L'ufage n'a point varie. Il n'a toujours etc queftion que de 

tnarguilliers pour les affaire3 de Fabrique. Quant il s'agit d'affaires 
paroiifiales, on convoque la paroiife. Qualld on agite Ies affaires 
:ie Fabriques, les reprefentans, c'est-;;-dire, Ies marguillicrs, ils 
rant appeles. 

6. Jamais d'autres vote;; que ceult des marguilliers. lama is 
:l'autres ne fe lont prefcntes pour voter. 

7. " l\lefileurs les marguilliers, tant anciens que n(}uveaul', font 
plies de s'affembler it la Sacriitie, it J'iffue de la Grand'Meffe, 
Jour proceder a I'election d'un nouveau marguillier .. ; ou pour 
a reddjtion des comptes de, etc." Ordinairement, je n'ai fpe
ifi6 Ie fujet de I'affemblee que dans les deux ca, precites. 
8. II n'a jamais ete q ueition de notables. J e ne Ie, ai jamais ap

)eles. 
9. }'ai deLTervi fix differentes paroil1es, et d'autres par interim. 

)ans toutes ces diff';rentes deffertes, les marguilliers feuls etaient 
ppeles aux affemblees de Fabrique, et jamais les notable., qui ne 
enfaient pas meme a y venir : car ils comprenaiellt qu'il ne fal
lit pas tant de monde pour decider des cas auffi minces que pre
~ntent ordinairement les affemblees de Fabrique. 

10. Perfonne ne s'eit plaint, ni n'a fait aucune demarche a cH 
gard. 

11. I'eftime qu'aux affcmblees de Fabrique, on ne doit convo
uer que les feuls marguilliers. 115 reprefentent Ia paroiffe; d'a
res l'ufage communement fuivi dans ee pays, on leur a de tout 
:mps co nne, a eult {euls, Ie maniement des afflires de Fabrique 
Dnc, eux feuls mandataires de la paroiffe, doi vent etre appeles 
lrsqu'il s'agit d'affaire de Fabrique. D'ailleurs, vouloir admet
e leg notables dan> de telles affemblees, e'eft y introduire di
!ctelllcnt Ie dclordre. Tout le moude voudra ~tre notable; et 

p 
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them. Everyone will be a Notable, and in effect, why should 3 

fimpl"! cultivator who lives by his labour, not confider himself as 
notable and principal, as for in fiance, a Notary, who may be in 
want of a maintenance, owing to his bad conduct. To call to
gether a whole Parish in order to appoint a Marguillier, or to re
ceiving an account, would be overturning every thing. Intrigues 
would often have the upper hand, and hone5t people would find 
themselves in the back ground. To fum up, I do not perceive 
why our customs ;hould be changed to gratify the ambition of a 
few individuals, or for the fake of bolstering up the affairs of some 
otht'rs who may have committed malversationo , and want to have 
the fingering of money consecrated to the Lord. Let each Pa
rish preferve it~ cu;toms, and let not a few exceptions to the com
mon rule bring upon us disastrous innovations. 

12. I reckon as Notables, for Fabrique afFairs, the Seigneur, 
the Notary, the Merchant who has a thriving and honourable 
trade and in good circumstances. the principal Ofilcers of Militia, 
as well as a Physician and a Surveyor, always fupposing such per
sam to be Catholics, and known as persons of religion and good 
morals; for it would truly be a farce to behold a man of impiety 
intermingling in the affairs of the Church. 

P. GRENIER, Priest. 
Chateauguay, 1st March, 1831. 

Parish if Stet Claire. 

I. The persons who take part in the deliberations of the Fab. 
rique I?~etings in my Parisb, have always been the old and new 
M~rgUllhers-as to what regards any work to be done in the in. 
tenor of t.he ChlJrch; the Notable ~nhab~tants, that is to fayal 
the p:opnetors of land are only admitted lD cases which relate tc 
exterIOr work. 

2 .. The . custom mentioned in the foregoing aniwer has alwar 
been Invanably followed. 

3. The Parish was only erected in 1824 
4. ,?-'11(;' No~able In~abita?ts never having affisted at the Fabriqu~ 

lueetlngs couid not dIscontInue attending them. 
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en effet, pourquoi un simple cultivateUl", qui vit de fon travail. 
ne fe croirait-il pas auffi notab:e et marqu:mt que v. g. un nOlaire 
qui manque de pain, faute de bonne conduite. Convoquer toute 
llne paroi{fe pour c§lire un marguillier ou pour une reddition de 
compte, ce ferait tout bouleverser" Les intrigans auraient sou
vent Ie c!essus, tandis que les honnetes gens feraient en arriere. 
En fomme, je ne vois pas pourquoi on changerait nos ulages, pour 
fatisfaire I'ambition de quelques individu', ou pour ravitailler les 
aff'aires de quelques autres qui auraient malverie, et qui auraient 
befoin de toucher des argens cOllfacres au Seigneur. Que chaque 
paroiiTe conferve fes usages, et que quelques exceptions a la regie 
commune ne viennent pas nous amener Je funestes innovations. 

12. l'estime notab~es, pour affaires de Fabrique, Ie feigneur, 
Ie notaire, Ie negociant it la the d'un commerce honorable, et 
dans de bonnes affaires, les principaux oliiciers de milice, et auffi 
un medecin, on arpenteur ; fuppose toujours que les perfonnes 
fus-mentionnees foiem catholiques, et reconnues pour hommes de 
religion et de bonnes mceurs. Cat' ce ferait une vraie fare,e de 
voir un impie s'immiscer dans les chofes d'eglise. 

P. GRENIER, Ptre. 
Chateauguay, lei" Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de Sle. Claire. 

1. Les perfonnes qui prennent part aux deliberations des aiTem
blees de Fabrique. dans ma paroiiTe, ont toujours He les anciens 
et nouveaux marguilliers, pour ce qUl regarde les ollvrages a faire 
dans l'interieur de l'eglife : les habitans notables, c'est-a.-dire, to us 
leo propriHaires, n'y font admis que dans le cas ou il s'agit d'ou
vrages exterieurs. 

2. L'usage mentionne dans la question precedente a toujours 
ete fuivi invariablement. 

3, La paroifie n'a ete erig€e que depuis 1824. 
4. Les habitam notables n'ayant jamais affi~te aux aifemblees 

de Fabrique n'ont plI ceifer d'y venir. 
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5. The manner of convocation at the Sermon, has never varied; 
no decision of any Court of Justice, nor order or injunction what
ever, have intervened. 

6. I never received at the election of Marguillierp, the votes of 
any other persons than of the olJ and new Marguilliers. 

7. The terms of the convocation of Fabrique meetings, ai> well 
on ordinary occafions, as for the rendering of accounts, and the 
election of Marguilliers, are as follows ;-" The old and new Mar
guilliers ar{'requested to meet, at the found of the bell, when. 
Mass is over, in the Sacristy, in order to proceed [0 receive the 
accounts of N. &c. or to the election of a new Marguillier, or to 
take into consideration whether it is expedient to make such or 
such repairs in the interior of the Church." 

8. It has already been stated that the Notables have never been 
called to the Fabrique meetings. 

9. The Missions of Gaspe, where I was three years, obferved 
the above mentioned usages. 

10. Never, to my knowledge, have the Parishioners or Land
holders complained of being {'xcluded from the Fabrique meet
ings, nor taken any steps in that respect; and no dec:sion of the 
Courts has intervened on this fubject. 

1 j. In my humble opinion I do not fee any ad vantage for the 
Fabrique, if the Notables were called to the meetings, where in
terior works came in question, since it is the Fabrique itself that 
furnishes the money: but I think very differently as to the 
case of exterior repairs, since all the landholders have to contri
bute thereto. As to the participation of the Notab1es in the 
meetings for the rendering of accounts, and the election of Mar
guillier~, I think it would, generally speaking, produce more in
convemence than real advantage, confidering the difficulty of 
conciliating the multiplied opinions of fo numerous a meeting. 

12. In cafe the participation of the Notables should be deemed 
necess~r~, at the rendering of accounts, and at the election of 
MargUllllers, I do not see any distinction to be made between the 
landholders, with a few exceptions. 

hI. PH. LEFRANCOIS, Prie,t. 

Ste. Claire, 12th March, 1831. 
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5. Le mode de la convocation au prone n'a jamais vari ; au
cune decifion des CO~lI's de justice, ni ordre, ni injonction ,quel

e 
conque n'e,t intervenue. 

6. Je n'aijamais re~ll a ],election des marguilliers les votes d'au
tres p~rfonnes que les anciens et nouveaux margnilliers. 

7. Les termes de la convocation des aifcmblces de Fabrique, 
tant dans les cas ol'dinaires que pour la reddition des comptes, et 
I'election des marguilliers, font comme fuit: ,( Les marguilliers 
anciens et nouveaux font pries de s'alfembler, au fan de la cloche, 
a l'jlfue de la Meife, dans Ja Sacristie, pour proceder a la reddi
tion des comptes de N , ect., ou a l'election d'un nouveau mar
guillier, au pour prendre en conGderation s'il est expedient de 
faire telle au telie reparation dans I'interieur de l'eglife." 

8. II a deji ete dit que les notables n'ont jamais tte :1ppeles aux 
alfemblees de Fabrique . 
. 9, Les miffions de Gafpe au j'ai ete trois ans, fuivaient Ies ufages 

fus.mentionnes. 
J o. J amais, a ma connaifEmce, les paroiffiens ou proprietaires 

ne fe font plaints d'etre exclus des alfembltes de Fabrique, ni fait 
de demarche a cet egard ; et nulle d~;ciGon de caul' n'esl inte~ve
nne a ce fujet. 

11. Dans mon humble opinion, je ne vois allclln avantage pour 
la Fabrique, si Ie, notables {taient appelt', aux aifemblees oil il est 
quefiion d'ouvrages interieurs, puifque c'est la Fabrique dIe. 
meme qui fournit les deniers; mais je penfe tout autrement dans 
Ie cas 011 it s'agit de reparations exterieures. puifque tous les pro~ 
prieta ires doivent y contribuer. Quant a la participation des no
tables aux alfemblees pour Ia reddition des comptes et l'elec(ion 
des marguilliers, je crois qu'elle produirair, generalement pJrlant, 
plus d'inconvcniens que d'avantages reels, Vll Ia difficult6 de con
cilier Ies opinions multipliees d'une aifemblee G nombreufe. 

12. Dans Ie cas au la participation des notables frrait jugee nc
celfaire pour la reddition des compte, et l'election des m;:rguil
\iers, je ne vois aucune distinction a fall"e entre les propri€taires, 
a quelques exceptions pres. 

JH. PH. LEFRANCOIS, Pter. 

Stet Claire, 12 Mars 1831. 
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Parish ofContreca?ut. 

1. The old and new Marguilliers alone have always taken part 
in the deliberations of the Fabrique meetings, which appears to 
me to be sufficiently proved by a declaration of the Bi,hop of 
Telmeife inserted in the minutes of the deliberations dated on the 
]9th of July, 1824, in the courfe of his visitations. 

6. At the election of Marguilliers I alone took the votes of the 
old and new Marguilliers, according to the ancient cuftom. 

9. I was a Curate for ten years at the Cedars, and the cuaom 
was there the same as at Contreca:ur, where I have only been 
three years. 

10. Some vague reports induce me to think that there is one 
person in my Parish, who complains of not having been called to 
the Fabrique meE'tings. 

11. I believe that the custom followed here and almoft every 
where elfe, never to call any but the Marguilliers to the mf'etings, 
is the properest in every respect, and that to depart from it would 
deftroy many real advantages for others that are only speculative. 
To prove this, I will refer you to thofe Parishes where the Public 
takes part in the Fabrique deliberatiol15. You will there find 
cabals, difturbances and animofitit:!s innumerable, and no results 
beneficial either to Religion or to the Church. 

12. I do not fee how fome PaFishioners could be qualified to the 
exclusion of others. They are all equal, all landholders, with 
few exceptions, and endowed with an equal portion of intelligence 
and education. The choice which is made of them to fill the 
office of .i\1arguilliers, qualify them to attend the meetings, and 
in no wife excites the envy of their neighbours. And when there 
are twenty five or thirty citizens so qualified in a small Parish like 
mine, it seems to me that the Parish is sufficiently represented on 
every occasion that it wants. I have nothing to anfwer to the 
other queftions that are put to me. 

ANT. MANSEAU, Priest. 

Contreca:ur, 28th February, 1831-
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PaJ'oisse de COlltJ'CC{l'1I r. 

1. Les feuls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux ont, de tout temps, 
pris part aux deliberations des affemblecs de Fabrique ; ce qui me 
paraitiutfisamment demontre par une declarat ion de Monfeigneur 
l'Evequ~ de Tel meffe, couchce fur Ie livre de., deliberations, en 
date dn 19 J uillet 182c1-. dans Je cours de fes vifites. 

6. A l'election de marguillicrs, je n'ai pris que les votes des 
anciens et nouveaux marguilliers, felon l'ufage ancien. 

9. 1'ai ete Cure dix ans aux Cedres, et l'ufage y etail conforme 
a celui de Contrecreur, au je ne fuis que depuis trois ans. 

10. Quelques rapports vagues me portent it croire qu'il y a nne 
[cule ptrfonne dans ma paroiffe qui it: plaint de n'etre pas appe
lee aux affemblees de Fabrique. 

1 I. ) e crois que l'u(,\ge fui vi ici et prefque partout de n'appeler 
jamais aux affemblees que les marguilliers, ell: Ie plus convenable 
a tous egards, et que s'en ecarter ferail detruire des avantages re
els pour d'autres qui ne font que fpecu\atifs. Pour la demonlha
tion, je vous renvoie aux paroiifes ou Ie public prend part aux de
liberations de Fabrique. Vous y verrez des cabales, des dcfor
dres, des animosites lans nombre, et rien au profit de la religion 
au des egli,es. 

12. J e ne vois pas comment on pourrait qualifier certains pa
roiffiens avec l'exclufion des autres. lIs font tous egaux, tous 
proprietaires, avec peu d'exceptions, et doues d 'une egale portion 
d'intelligence ou d,(ducation. Le choix qu'on fait d'eux pour 
Iemplir la pJace de marguilliers les qualitie pour les affemblees, et 
n'excite nullement la jaloufie de leurs voifins. Et quant it fe 
trouve 25 ou 30 citoyens de cette qualification, dans une petite 
paroiife comme la mienne, il me femble que la paroiffe ell fuffi
samment reprefentee dan s toutes les occafions ou elle doit l'etre . 
.Ie n'ai rien a repondre aux autres quefiions qui me font adre1:' 
fees. 

Ar-;T. MANSEAU, Ptre. 

ContrecQ'ur, 28 Fevrier 183/. 
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Parish qfSle. CroLr. 

1. The old ~lnd new Marguilliers a~one take part in the deli. 
beration5 of the Fabrique meetings in my Parish. 

2. Thi~ cufrom has bEen efrab:ishcd {ince the year 1772; as 
appears by the book of the deliberations. No Regifter exifrs 
anterior to that date. 

3. Answer as above. 
4. The cuftom has always been the same. 
5 .... 
G. I never leceived at the election of Marguilliers, any other 

than the votes of the old and new Marguilliers. 
7. I convoked the meetings, as well for the election of Mar

gllilliers, as for the rendering of accounts, in thefe terms :-" The 
old and new Marguilliers of this Parish are requested to meet at 
the Sacrifiy, after Mass, for the election of a new MarguilJier, for 
the rendering of accounts", &c. &c. 

8. • • 
9. I have not had the cure of any Parish or Mission in this 

Province than the Parish of 8to Croix. 
10. It has not come to my know ledge, that my Pari,hioners, 

have complained of being excluded from the meetings of the 
Fabrique, or have taken any fteps on th:lt {ubject. 

1 J. A s the Committee is defirous of knowing my opinion with 
regard to the admission of Notables to the Fabrique meetings, I 
think that it is better to admit none but the old and new Mar
guilliers. I found this opinion upon this, that hitherto these meet
ings having been always very peaceable, would become tumul
tuous, by admitting certain Notables, who have often no other 
talent than that of creating trouble in a Parish. Frequently, 
decent people would abfrain from assifring at thofe noisy meetings, 
and the business would be tranlacted by perfons who do not pos
sess the confidence of the Pari,h. 

]:2. I do not feel myself competent to point out, who ought to 
be fuch Notables as ought to take a part in the Fabrique delibera
tions 

J. B. PQITVIN, Priest, 

Cure of Ste. Croix. 
Ste. Croix, l~t March, 1851; 
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Paroisse de Ste. Croix. 

I. Les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers feuls prennent part aux 
deliberations des aifemblees de Fabrique dans rna paroiife. 

2. Cet ufage V eft etabli depuis I'annee 1772, comme iI ap
pert par Ie livre des deliberations. II n'y a pas de regltres ante
rieurs a cette date. 

S. Reponfe ci-detlus. 
4. L'tifage a toujours the Ie meme. 
5 •.•• 
6. Je n'ai jamais re'1u a. relection des marguilliers d'autres vo

tes que ceux des anciens et nouveaux marguilliers. 
7. ]'ai fait la convocation des aiTemblees, tant pour I'election 

des marguiIliers que pour Ia reddition des comptes en ces termes: 
" Les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers de cette paroiife font pries 
de s'aifembler ala Sacriftie, apres fa Meife, pour I'election d'un 
nouveau marguillier, ?our la reddilion des comptes, etc., etc." 

8 .... 
9. Je n'ai point deifervi d'autre paroiife ou million en cette 

provinc~ que 101 Paroiife Ste. Croix. 
10. II n'eft pas venu a ma connaiifance que mes paroiffiens fe 

foient plaints d'~tre exclus des afl'embIees de Fabrique, ou aient 
adoptc quelques demarches a cet egard. 

11. Puifque Ie Comite deure connaitre mon opinion par rapport 
a l'admiffion des notables aux aifemblees de Fabrique, je penfe 
qu'il eft mieux de n'admettre que Ies anciens et nouveaux mar
guilliers. Je fonde mon opinion fur ce que ces aifemblees, qui 
jufqu'a prefent ont toujours etc bien paifibles) deviendraient tur. 
bulentes par l'admiffion de certains notables qui n'ont fouvent 
d'autre talent que celui de mettre Ie trouble dans une paroiife. 
Bien fouvent d'honnetes gens s'abftiendraient d'affister aces as
femblees tumultueufes, et Ies affaires feraient conduites par des 
perfonnes qui n'ont pas la confiance de la paroiife. 

12. Je ne me trouve pas capable de defigner quels devraient 
lltre ces notables qui pourraient participer aux deliberations de 
Fabrique. 

J. B. POTVIN, Ptre. 

Cure deSte. Croix. 
Stet Croix, I er Mars 1831. 

Q 
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Parish if St. Cuth6ert. 
1. The Marguilliers alone, with the Cure, take part in the 

deliberations of the Fabriqne meetings in this Parish. 
2. The cuftom for the Fabrique meetings to be only compofed 

of the Marguilliers and the Cure has prevailt:d. ever {inee the Pa
rish of St. Cuthbert began to exist, and there has never been any 
change in that refpect, as is proved by the minutes of the meet
ings and the books of accounts. 

3. The Parish of St. Cuthbert did not then eX'lst. It appears 
that it had no Cure till 1770, and that for two years before that 
time it was ferved by the Cure of Berthier. The minutes made 
in thefe firft years eithet· as to the election of Marguilliers, or tc 
the rendering of accounts shew that the Fabrique meetings con· 
fisted of only the Marguilliers and the Cure; and fince the exist· 
ence of the Parish of St. Cuthbert, there is nothing in its arc.hive! 
that denotes that any mention was ever made of Notables or 0: 

non-notables. ' 
4. The Notable Inhabitants have never assi.ted at the Fabriqu€ 

meetings in any cafe whatever. 
b. There never has been any change in the manner of can. 

voking the meetings, and even no appearance of any. 
6. I have never myself, neither have my predeceffors ever reo 

ceived at the electioI) of Marguilliers, the votes of any other per. 
fans than thofe of the old and new Marguilliers; the records 0 

the meetings shew this. 
7. The terms in which I make the convocation of the meeting! 

are the3e ;-" Messieurs the Marguilliers, as well old as new, an 
requefted to meet at the Presbytery, at the clofe of Mass, at thl 
found of the bell, to deliberate upon the affairs of the Fabrique 
or, for receiving the accounts of Mr. N., Marguillier, in. office, it 
fueh a year; or, in order to proceed to the election of a new Mar 

, guillier"; in a word, as the occafion may require; and this is th 
way in which at all times the convocation of the meetings ha 
been made in 'this Parish. ' 

8. My predeceffors and I have never discontinued to call th 
Notables to the Fabrique meetings, sinee the cuftom has alway 
been never to call anyone to them but the old and new Mu 
Marguilliers. 

9, The Parish of St. Cuthbert is my first cure. 
)0. Not only have I no knowledge that the Parishioners 0 

landholders of my Parish, have complained of bting excludel 



]23 

Paroisse de St. Cuthbert. 

1. Les marguilliers feuls avec Ie Cure prenneut part aux delibe
rations des aiTemblees de Fabrique dans cette paroiife. 

2 Vufage que les aifemblees de Fabrique ne foient comporees 
que des marguilliers avec Ie Cure ell etabli depuis que la Paroiife 
de St. Cuthbert a commence a exiller, et il n'y a jamais eu au
eun changement a cet egard, com me les regitres des aiTemblees 
et les livres des comptes en font preuve. 

3. La Paroiife de St. Cuthbert n'cxillait pas alors. II parah 
qu'eHe n'a eu de Cure qu'en 1770, et les deux annees avant cette 
epoque elle fut deifervie par Ie Cure de Berthier. Les actes faits 
dans ees premieres annees, foit pour I'election des marguilliers, 
foit pour la reddition des comptes, prouvent que lei aH"emblees de 
Fabriq1le n'etaient compofees que des marguilliers avec Ie Cure; 
et depuis I'exillence de la ParoiiTe de St. Cuthbert, rien dans fes 
archives ne denotequ'il fut jamais parle de notab'es et de non
notables. 

4. Les habitans notables n'ont jamais affi,te au~ aiTemblees de 
Fabrique dans aucun cas qllelconque. 

5. II n 'y a jamais eu ici aueun changement dans Ie mode de la 
convocation des aiTemblees, et mcme nulle apparence. 

6. Je n'ai moi-meme re~lI, et mes predeceffeurs n'ontjamais 
re~u non plus, ?t I'election de marguilliers, les votes d'autres per
fonnes que des anciens et 1I0uveaux marguilliers; les rcgitres des 
-aifemblees en funt foi. 

7. Les term~s dans lefqllcls je fais la convocation des aifemblees 
font ceux-ci : Meffieurs les margui!liers, tant anciens que nou
veaux, font pries de s'atTembler au Presbytcre, a I'iifue de la Meife, 
au fon de la cloche, pour deliberer fur les affaires de la Fabrique, 
ou bien. pour lareddition des comptes de M. N., marguillier en 
charge, en telIe annee, ou bien, pour proccder a l'eJection d·un 
nouveau margllillier, en un mot, comme ]a circonaance Ie de· 
mande ; et voila eomme de tout temps Ja convocation des aiTem
blees s'ea faite en cette paroiife. 

8. Mes predeceifeurs et moi, nous n'avons jamais ceife d'appe
ler l~s notables aux alfemblees de Fabrique, puifque l'ufage a tou
jours ete de n'yappeler que les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers. 

9. La Paroiife de St, Cuthbert ea ma premiere rCfidencc. 
10. Non feulemt!nt, je n'ai pas connaiffanee que des paroiffiens 

ou des. proprietaires de m,\ paroiffe ie foicnt plaints d'etre ell.c!u, 
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from the Fabrique meetings, nor have taken any fieps in that 
respect, but I am fure that they have not done either. 

11. That it would be bringing in difiurbanceS', confufion, and 
difcord, where peace and concord reigns; and 1 am morally as
sured that it is with anxiety and apprehension that all the peace
able inhabitants of St. Cuthbert, perceive that attempts are made 
to abolish an ancient custom, in order to fubtTitute a new order 
of things, that would do nothing but create trouble in the Pa
rish; 

12. I leave that to your wifdom, for, in my opinion, the decision 
of this queftioll would only create an odious difiinction under a 
g0\,ernment where all British subjects, confider themfelves as 
Notables; and who knows but the ladies would not wish to be of 
the party? which would be, &c &c &c. 

. ANT. FISETTE, Priefi, Cure. 
St. Cuthbert, 24th February, 183 t. 

Parish Q/ St. Cyprien. 

1. The only perfons who take part in the deliberations of the 
J!abrique meetings in my Parish, are the old and new Marguil
liers. 

2". 3. 4. 5. & 6. My Parish has only yet been six years in ex
iHence. The cuHom of only admitting the old and new Marguil
liers to the Fabrique meetings, has only been efiablished for two 
years; that is to fay only fince there has been a sufficient number 
of Marguilliers to manage the affairs of the Fabrique. Before 
that time, I admitted the first Captain, and fome elderly people 
who voted along with the others. 

7· I summon the meetings in thefe terms ;-" The old and new 
Marguilliers are notified to meet"~ &c. 

9. When I was Cure at Les Eboulemens, and at St. Athanafe, 
the old and new Marguilliers were alone admitted to the Fabrique 
meetings: that was the cufiom. 

10, As it is a mania in our age to make a habit of complaining 
of all authorities, it is impossible but I must have fometimes heard 
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des aifemblees de Fabrique, Iii aient adopte quelques demarches a 
cet egard, mais je fuis certain qu'ils ne Ie font pas, et ne l'ont ja
mais fait 

Ii. Que c'eft mettre Ie trouble, la confuLion et la diviLion ou 
regnent la paix et la concorde ; et je puis moralement aifurer 
que c'eft avec peine et de mauvais ceil que to us les habitans pai
fibles de St. Cuthbert voient qu'on cherche a abolir un ancien u
[age, pour y fubftituer Ull nouvel ordre de chofes qui ne fervira 
qu'a mettre Ie defordre dans la paroiife. 

~2. Je 1a laiife a votre iageife, car, 11 mon opinion, la decifion 
de cette queftion ne peut que faire I,me diftinction odieufe, fous 
un gouvernement OU tous fujets anglais fe croient notables; et 
q1,1i fait fi les dames ne voudraient pas Mre de la partie j ce fee 
rait, etc., etc., etc. 

ANT. FISETTE, Ptre. Cure. 
St. Cuthbert, 24 Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Cyprien. 

1. Les feules perfonFles qui prennent part aux deliberations des 
affemblees de Fabrique, dans ma paroiife, font les marguillierS 
ancien~ et nouveaux. 

2., 3 .• 4., 5. et 6. Ma paroiife n'a pas encore fix ans d'exis
tence. L'ufage de n'admettre aux aifemblees de Fabrique les mar
guilliers anciens et nouveaux, n'eft etabli que depuis deux ans ; 
e'eft-a.-dire, que depuis qu'il ya un nombre {uffisant de marguiI
liers pour regir les affaires de notre Fabrique. Avant ce terme, 
j'a,dmettais Ie premier capitaine et quelques anciens qui votaient 
comDle les autres. 

7. Je cODvoque les aifemblees en ces termes : Les marguilliers 
anciens et nouveaux font avertis de s'aifembler, etc. 

9. Lorsque j'etais Cure des Eboulemens et de St. Athanase, 
les {euls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux ctaient admis aUK aifem
blees de Fabrique: c'ctait l'ufage. 

10. Comme c'eft la manie de notre fiecIe. de fe repandre en 
t>~in~s c;ontre tou~~s .1es autorites, il. eft impoffibl.e que je n'aie pas 
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murmuring against the mode of our Fabrique meetings. But, to 
my thinking, these complaints were insignificant. 

11. The quefiion is here a,:>out Notables. I do not know what 
this word signifies in this Country: it ought to be defined in fuch 
a way as to hurt the feelings of no one: a very difficult matter, to 
mv thinking. It may be conjectured that the Houfe of Aifembly 
m;y confider as Notables all thofe who have a rigllt to vote at the 
election of Reprefentatives. If all Notables so defined are ad
mitted to our Fabrique meetings, :md have the right of voting. 
almoft all the Parishioners will have that right. In that cafe our 
Fabrique meetings. at which the great majority will have the right 
of affisting and voting, muft of necessity change their denomina
tion. They will ceafe to be Fabrique meetings, since the Fabri
ciens will only form a very finall portion of them; they will in 
truth become Parish meetings. It is eafy to forlee what mis
chievous confequences will be the natural refult of meetings of 
that kind. Then men who are little refpectable, but who may 
poffe£s great influence on account of their wealth, and of their 
loquacity, may expect to become Marguilliers. But it will be 
requifite to intrigue in order to enfure an election: the meeting 
will be numerous, there will be two parties, each very animated 
against the other. All this will produce difiurbance, and this 
fcene may be renewed every year at fiated periods. At laft 
no~hing will be determined on. All this will neceifarily bring on 
troubles in our Parishes; the income of our Fabriques will be 
confiderably reduced. In short we shaH fee noify and ftormy 
Parish meetings in lieu of our grave and peaceable Fabrique meet. 
ings. What will be the refults? Refpectable peo?le and friends 
of good ordet', will retire from them, and infiead of introducing 
the Notables into our Fabrique meetings, they will be compelled 
to keep away from t!1em. Time will shew that thefe apprehen
fions are not chimerical. Experience shews that one fingle head. 
strong Marguillier suffices to produce troubles in a Fabrique. It 
is de~anded that the Notables should be ad.mitted to our Fabrique 
meetmgs. The Notables are already admitted to them in the 
Country parts. Who has the best title to the appellation of Nota
ble? The landholder who distinguishes himself from others by 
his integrity and his intelligence. Such perfons are always made 
choice of for Marguilliers. If there remain fome perfons of this 
defcription who are. not yet Marguilliers, they will have their 
turn, and they may be aifured that the moft worthy will always he" 
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quelque fois entendu des murmures contre Ie mode de nos alfem~ 
bites de Fabrique. Mais ces plaintes, a man avis, etaient infi
gnifiantes. 

11. II s'agit de notables: je ne {ais pa,; ce qUi:' fignifie ce mot en 
ce pays: il fauJrait Ie d6finir de maniere a ne b!eifer perfonne : 
chofe difficile, i mon avis. On peut iuppofi>f que la Chambre 
d' Aifemblee conGderera com:ne notabies ceux qui ant droit de vo
ter aux elections des reprefentans. Si taus les notables ainfi de
finis font admis a nos aifemblees de Fabt'iq ue, et ant droit de vo
ter, prefque taus les paroiffien,; auront ce droit. Alors nos aifem
bl6es de Fabrique, auxq uelles la grande majorite auront droit d'as
fister et de voter, devront neceifairement changer de nom. Elles 
cefferont d'etre aifemblt~es de Fabrique, puifque les Fabriciens ne 
torment que Ie tres-petit pombre ; elles deviendront vraiment 
aifemblees de paroiife. II eft aife de pre voir quels facheux re
fultats {eront la fuite naturelle d'aifemblees de cette efpece. Alors 
des hommes peu rt:!fpeetables, mais qui jouiifent d'une grande in
fluence, a raifon de leur fortune et de leur loquacite, pourront ef
perer de devenir marguilliers. Mais il faudra eabaler pour affurer 
une election: l'affemblee fera nombreufe ; il Y aura deux partis 
tres-animes l'un contre l'autre. Tout eela amenera du tumulte, 
et cette sCene ~lOurra fe renouveler taus les ans, a point nomme. 
A la fin rien ne fera decide. Tout ceci amenera neeeffairement Ie 
trouble dans nos paroiffes; Je revenu de DOS Fabriques diminue
ra confiderablement. Bref, a nos graves et paifibles affemblees 
de Fabrique, 1'on verra fuceeder des bruyantes et orageufes af
fcmblees de paroiife. Qu'en rerultera-t-il ? c'eft que les per
fonnes refpeetables, les amis du bon ordre s'en retireront, et au 
lieu dJintroduire les notables a nos affemblees de Fabrique, ils fe
ront forces de s'en retirer. Le temps fera voir que ces fuppofitions 
ne font point chimeriques. L'experience prouve qu'un feul mar
guiltier entete fuffit pour m€ttre Ie trouble dans une Fabrique. 
On demande que les notables foient admis a nos affemblees de 
Fabrique. Deja les notables font admis dans nos campagnes. Qui 
merite a plus jufte titre Ie nom de notable? Le proprietaire qui 
fe diftingue des autres par fa probite et fon intelligence. Or, ce 
font toujours de femblables perfonnes que l'on choifit pour mar~ 
guilliers. S'il s'en trouve encore quelques-uns de ce caraetere 
qui ne font point marguilliers, ils auront leur tour, et qu'ils foient 
aifures que l'on choisira toujours les plus dignes. D'ou viennent 
done les plaintes? De eeux qui fe croient notables, mais eepen
dant pas affe;t; pour ctre marguilliers, Au refte ces plaintes ne 
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made choice of. Whence then no the complaints arife? From 
fuch as think themfelves Notable, but yet not fo much fo as to be 
Margui1liers. For the reft these complaints are not general in 
any Parish. Why therefore should a change be made which 
feems not defired by the majority. Our Fabriques can only lofe 
by it. I wish therefore that matters may remain on the fame 
footing as I'hey now are. Every thing profpers under the prefent 
syftem: {hall we, in changing it find things go better? 

12. The Seigneur, when a Catholic, ought to affist at all the 
Fabrique meetings, along with the old Marguilliers. 

J. E. MORISSET, Priest. 

St. Cyprien, 14th March, 1831. 

Parish rif St. Domase. 

1. The old and new Marguilliers are alone admitted to delibe
rate upon the affairs of the Fabrique. 

2. The old and new Marguilliers and the landholders are called 
to the election of new Marguilliers. 

3. The rendering of accounts is made in the prefence of the 
old and new Marguilliers alone. 

4. In this Parish, to which I was appointed from the period of 
its erection, no one has remonftrated againft this practice. 

5. I am of opinion that perfons who may be confidered as 
Notables, are very rarely to be met with in our Parishes. 

6. I am of opinion that it would overturn order, and difturb 
peac~, to admit all the inhabitants of a Parish to the Fabrique 
meetmgs. 

St. Damase, 27th February, 1831. 
QUINTAL, Priest. 
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font point generales dans aUcuP..e paroiffe. Pourquoi donc ferait. 
on u? changement qui ne paral't pas vouIu par la m~jorite. Nos 
FabrIques ne peuvent qu'y perdre. Je defire donc que Ies ch fi 
refl:ent fur Ie pied ou elk; font actnellement To t r ~ es , ' . u prolpere 
fous Ie fyfteme aetuel : en Ie change ant, rencuntrera.t-on mieux ? 

12. Le feigneur, quand il eft catholique, devrait affistel" a toutes 
les aifemblees de Fabrique avec Ies anciens marguilliers. 

J. E. MORISSET, Ptre. 

St. Cyprien, 14 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Damase. 

1. Que les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux font les feuls ad· 
mis aux deliberations des affaires de la Fabrique. 

2. Que pour l'election des marguiljiers, les anciens et nouveaux 
marguilliers et les proprietaires de terre y 'font appeles. 

3. Que la redditiorr des comptes fe fait en prcfence des anciens 
et nouveaux marguilliers feulement. 

4. Que dans cette paroiffe, au gouvernement de laquelJe j'ai ete 
propofe des fon etabliffement, perfonne n'a reclame contre cette 
pratique. 

5. Que je fuis' d'opinion qu 'il eft tres-rare de rencontrer dans 
nos paroisses des perfonne3 que l'on puiffe qualifier de notables. 

6. Que je fuis d'opinion que c'eft renverfer Pordre et troubJer 
la paix, que d'admettre aux affemblees de Fabriquc taus les habi
tans d'une paroisse. 

QUINTAL, Ptre. 
St. Damase. 27 Fevrier 1831. 

R 
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Parish qf St. Denis. 

1. I have had the cure of the Parish of St. Jean Bre. de Rouville, 
from 1797 to 1804; of that of Chambly, from 1804 to 1817, and of 
that of St. Deni. from 1817 :0 this day. I always called the Notables with 
the old and new Marguill,ers to 'all the Fabrique mel'tings. I understood 
by Notables the Parishioners who were distinguished by their rank, their 
education, their profession, and lastly, by tntir property, such as Officels 
of Militia, Notaries, Merchants, and those who are called large farmers, 
(gros habitans.) 

2· I always considered the custom of calltng the Notable; to the meet. 
ings as the ancient custom of the Country; and I believe that it was 
only at Quebec, and perhaps at Montreal, or at some other town, that 
tL: Marguilliers alone were summoned. Under that persuasion I,did 
\lot enquire as to customs established in distar.t Parishes, and I was sur
prised some years ago to find that the custom had been challged in a 
Parish on the River Chambly. 

s. I can only refer to the Book of Accollnts of the ?arish of St. 
Denis, whIch begins i,n 1756, and in which those who were present are 
not qualified either as Margl1ilhers or Notables: it is only in 1761 that 
mention is made of a Captain, and in 1763 of a Lieutenant. In 1764. 
I find the Notables mentioned but as Inhabitants, as also in the succeed. 
ing years. My predeceswr and his predecessor were accustomed to 
summon the Notables, Inhabitants, Officers of Militia, &c. 

4. I have heard say that ~be exclusion of the Notables has been de
manded at Ste. Marie, Chambly, &c. because some of them had come to 
the meetings, only to create discord. 

5. I have no data from which I can answer the fifth question. 
6· At the election of Marguilliers I took the ,,' es of all the persons 

who were present, Marguilliers and Notables. Generally there were 
thirty or forty persons at the meeting •. 

7. The following are the terms of which I always made use ;-" To' 
day after Mass~ tbere will be a meeting of old and new Marguillier& aud 
of the Notables of the Parish, for the eleCi ion of a new Marguillier, or 
for receiving the accouuts of a Marguillier, or for sl1ch other matter." 
But when an assessment came in question, I called upon all the land. 
holders. 

8. 9. I have answered to these, 1st and 2d questions. 
10. I have answered to this above-lst part. I do not know of any 

decision of the Courts on this subject. 
II. My opinion is and always has been, that to avoid discontent and 

mistrust, it is best not to exclude the Notables, notwithstanding on 
some occasions, which are but seldom, there are some'Persons who come 
to the meetings only to prevent any thing from being determined on. 
Hereby I likewise answer the 12th. 
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Paroisse de St. Dellis. 

1. .l'ai desservi Ia Paroisse de St. Jean-Baptiste de Rouville de 1797 
a 180-!-. CelIe de Chambly de 1804 it 1817, et celie de St. Denis de 
1817 jusqu'a ce jour. J'ai toujours appele les notables avec les mar
guilliers anciens et nouveaux a tOlltes les assemblees de Fabrique. J'en
ten dais par notables les paroissiens distiilgues par leur rang, leul" edu
cation, leur profession, et entln par leur pr'Jprin -', tels qU'officiers de 
milice, no!aires, marchands, et ce qu'on appelle gros habitans. 

2. J'ai toujou!'S regarM l'usuge d'appeler les notables aux assemblces 
comme ancien dans 10 pays, et j~ croyais qu'il n'y a'mit qu'a Quebec, et 
peut-etre a Mont\(~al ou autre ville, ell 1'on u'appelait que les marguil
Iiers. Dans cette perill<1sion, je ne me mis point informe des usage3 
bablis dans :ea paruis3es h,jgn~cs, et j'ai ete surpris de voir cet usage 
change il y a quelques anuecs dans une paroisse de la Riviere Chambly. 

3. Je ne Fuis conslllt~r que Ie livre de comp:-e, de Ia Paroisse de St. 
Denis, qui commence en .756, et OU ellX 'i";i ecaient presens n'e
taient point qualifies marguili;els ou notables; ce n'es! qu'en 1761, qu'il 
est b' men:iun <l'un capitaine, et ec 1703, d'un lieutenant. En 1764, 
je trollve les notables Ulc,-,tionn~s, mais des habitallS, ainsi que dans lei 
allneeS subsequentes. lIC'Jn pr~":,':es"':<Jr et son predecesseur ont eu pour 
usage d'appe]cr les notables, Aauitans, omciers de milice, etc. 

4. J'ai ou'j·dire qu':m avait demande Ie re:rallchement des notables a 
Ste. Marie, a Chambly, etc., parce que quelquef,-u:Js d'entre cux ne 
venaicm aux assemblecs que p{,ur mettre la di~i,i!lll. 

5. Je n'ai aucune d0nn6e pour H:pondre ala cinquieme question. 
6. A l'electioll des marguilliers, j'ai pri~ les votes de toUl ceux qui 

etaient p:'eser:s, marguilliers et notables. Ordinail ement, il y avait 30 a 
40 persunnes ;'.ll); asst!mbIc::es 

7. Void les ter":1es dOllt je me sui, toujollrs servi : " Aujourd'h ui. 
apres la Messe. i1 y .:l!i:l une assemblee des margui\llers anciens et nou
veallK, et des notable3 de la paroisse, pour l'electj'.ln d'un nouveau mar
guillier, Oll PQur la reddition des comptes d'un marguillier, eu pour telle 
affaire." Mais quand il s'agis3ait'de repartition, j'appclais tous les Ie

nanczers. 
8. et 9. J'ai repondu ci.dessus, premiere et seconde questions. 
10. J'ai repondu ci-dessus it la premiere partie. Je He connais aucune 

decision des cours it ce sujet. 
11. Mon opinion cst et a toujOtHS be que pour empecher les mur· 

mureS et les soup9011S, il etait mieux de ne pas eKclure les notables, 
quoique dans certains cas rares, quelques·ulls nc vienncllt all~ assembl'e. 
que pour empechcr qu'Oll ne decide rien. Par III jc leponds a la 12c. 
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1 'to I have before stated what I understand by Notables in the Parishes 
which I have had the cure of, without excluding those who may be 
called yet more Notable, as the Seigneurs, Co-Seigneurs, Justices, Ad
vocates, &c. &c. 

J. B. BEDARD, Prkst. 
St. Denis, 6th March, 183L. 

Parish Q[ Deschambault. 

]. The persons who usually take part in the deliberations of the Fa
brique meetings in my Parish, are the old and new Mal'guillie rQ• The 
Notable Inhabitants unite with them when the question is of electi[)g a 
new Marguillier, of rendering the Fabrique account~ ani t'.8se regarding 
the School. houses whieh are under t he direction of the Fabrique. These 
Notables are the landholdet s of the fJlace. 

2. This custom has been established since 1796, as regards the elec
tion of the Marguilliers, and tl:~ rendering the Fabrique accounts. One 
single record makes mention of the Notables having been summoned 
before that period for the election of a new l\[arguillter; and that is in 
1795. 

3. From 17G3 to 1771 the accounts were rendered before the Cure 
alone. From 1772 to 1781 before the Cure and the Marguillters. 
li rom 1781 to 1';::5, sometimes before the Cure and the old and new 
M:1rguillicrs, Sd,lcrimes before these and the elders of the Parish, or the 
Notables, or the Inhabitants, or the Villagers, (citoljens.) 

4-. The Notable Inhabitants have constantly made part of the Fabrique 
meetin[';s in the cases of the election of the new Marguilliers, 0' of the 
rendering of accounts, from 1795 till HOW; and in the CJ'C of the Fa
briq'",e Schooh since their establishment. 

s; 1 have myself received at the election of Marguilliers, the votes of 
other persGn& besides those of the old and new Marguilliers; and these 
persons were inhabitants of the Parish, landholders. Once, not having 
had ti[1.e to collect all the votes before Vesp'!rs, 1 had to g9 on after 
them. There were divisiulls several times, and several times much ani
mosity ; and the minute was entered with these expressions, " hy tht 
majorit1j of 'Votes", or" unanimol!slg". J am at pres<>nt too much oc
cupied to look for the list of voters: generally there was a page full of 
the length of this, sometimes more, sometimes less. . 
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12. J'ai dit ci·dessus cc que j'entendais par notables dans les paroi!>scs 
que j'ai desservie", sans exclure ceux qui seraienr encore plus notables, 
COIDllle les seigneurs et co-seigneurs, les juges, les a I'oeats, etc., etc. 

J. B. BEDARD, Ptre. 
St. Denis, 6 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de Desclwmbault. 

1. tes personnes qui preClnent part ordinairement aux deliberations 
de& assemblees de Fabriquc, dans rna parois8e, sont les marbl1illiers an
ciens et nouveaux. Les habitar:s Ilotables se joignent a eux ql1and il s'a
git d'tlire un nouveau margUlllier, de rendre ies cornptes de ia Fabrique 
et ceux des rna:,_ .:; d'ecole sous sa direction. Ces not;\bles sont les pro~ 
prietaires du lieu. 

2. Cet usage est etabii depuis 1796, quant a l'election du rnarguillier 
et a la reddition des comptes de 1a Fabrique. Un seul acte fait mention 
que les notables ant ete appeles avant cette epoque, pour l'election du 
nouveau rnarguillier; ct c'est en Ti95· 

3. Depuis 1763 jusqu'a 1771, les cornptes se rendaient devant Ie Cu
re seulernent. Depui; 1772 jllsqu'a 1781, devant Ie Cure et les rnar
guiJliers. Depuis 1781 jusqu'ii 1793, tantot devant Ie cure et les rnar
guilliprs anciens et nouveaux, tantot devant ceux-ci et les anciens de la 
paroisse ou les notables, ou les habitans ot! les citoyenso 

4. Les habitans notables ont constarnrnent fait partie des assemblees 
de Fabriqull dans lea cas d'election de nouveau rnarguillier et de reddi
tion de cornples, depuis 1795 jusqu'a present, et dans celui des ecoles 
de Fabrique depuis leur elab1issernent. 

5. J'ai reliu moi-rn~rne, a l'election des rnarguilliers, les votes d'autres 
personnes que des anciens et nouveaux rnargllilliers ; ct ces personncs 
etaient des habitans de la paroisse, de~ proprietaires. U ne fois je n'ai 
pu recueJllir toutes les voix avant Vepres, il rn'a fallu continuer aPles 
l'lusieurs fois il ya eu division, plusieurs fois de I'animosile, et l'acte a 
ete dresse avec ces expressions, "a la pluralite des voix," ou" unanime
menl." Je suis trop occupe a pre~ent pour chereher les listes des vo
teurs ; ordinairernent, it yen avait ulle page de la longueur d.: celle-ci, 
quelque fois plus, quelque fois maills. 
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6. During the first years of my residence here, I surnmon~d, at ser. 
mon time, the old and new MarguiJliers, with the inhabitants or pro. 
lHiet~rs (if land, for the election of the new Marguillier, and the render
ing of accounts; and afterwards, I stated that these meelings should be 
held according l,O custom as formerly, and that those who had a right 
to come might come; and the landholders understood me well, for they 
came. 

7. After having summoned the inh?bitants and the landholders, in the 
two above mentioned cases, in 1795, in the manoer ! h".ve just stated, I 
have not ceased fro,n doing so to the present time. I dId the like, with 
respect to the Fabrique Sch:Jok 

8. I pursued the same conduct in the Palish uf St. Charles, Riviere 
Boyer, which I had the cUle of for one ye'ar, \',i,h respect to the election 
of a new JllIarguillier, and to the rendering of account>. 

9. Sever",.! Pariohiunets ha\'e complained of not being admitted, on 
other occasions than the three abo~e mentioned; but I paid no regard to 
their claims, and they went no fllrther. 

I::, >Iy opinion is that the laodholLc:r5 ought to be admitted to the 
electIon of the: new JllIarg'.1 illiers ; and t hat on al! 01 her occasions none 
but the cl,J and new MarguillierR, with the Notables, ought to be admit. 
ted, to l [,2 F~ll"que meetings. 

11. By the Notables I unders!a~d thi! ori;;inal Seigneurs, the Militia 
Ohlcers who hold their Comft1issiooG from the Governor, t.he Ph;'~':;ans, 
the Notaries, and licensed Smveyors, provided that all t;le~(; persens are 
of the same religion as tbe Clergyman, and the Marguillieis as well old 
as new. \Vhen none bnt the old and new Marguillicrs are called, it is 
not unfrequendy that people 2.re seen who have never been such, speak 
loudly in those meetingB. I once 8aw there a woman, and at another 
time a young man of fourteen or fifteen years, and the Margnilliers in 
office all.1\ved of all this. Could not the Legislature empower them to 
take these dlstul'krs of the public peace b~fore a Justice of the Peace, 
and that by means of Constables? Apropos-respecting Justices of the 
Peace, I should liL that they also sh'ould have the same right as 
Notal'les, &c., 3nd on '., '~nie conditions. To admit all the landholders 
to the Fab:ique meE~i ,.C \;i)'.1IJ require at least a room as large as the 
Honse of Assembly. Several officers would be required to keep up 
good order. When the question is as to the election of a new Marguil
her the voters may have to come to a division. It is not the same on 
other occasions. 

C. D. DENECHAUD, Priest. 
Deschambault, 2Sd February, 1831. 

P. S.~\Vhen I. speak of having seen a woman, and a young man in 
the Fabflque meetIngs, I mean that they there spoke 011 the affairs of the 
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6. Les premieres annees de 01(1 dcssertf' ici, j'appehlis au prone les 
marguilliers anciens et nouveaux, avec les h~bitans ou proprit~aires, pour 
1'6lection du nouveau marguillier et \a I'eddition des comptes, et ensuite, 
j'ai cii: f1ue ces assemblees se feraient selon la coutume, d'autre fois que 
ceux qui dvaient droit d'y venir pOl'Tc.icl1t y venir ; et les proprietaires 
m'entendaient bien, car ils v~naient. 

7. A pres avoir appele les hahitJ.r,o et prop~ie:aires pour les deux: ca~ 
ci·dessu5 mentionnes, en li9j, de la maniere que je viens de dire, je n'ai 
pas cesse de Ie faire jusqu'a prC3ent. 1'ai fait de nl(~me pour les ecoles 
de Fabrique. 

8. J'ai tenu la meme condui!e dans la Paroisc;e St. Charles, Riviere 
Boyer, que j'ai desservie un an, par rapport a l'election du nouveau 
marguilher et ala reddi:ion des comptes. 

9. Plusieurs paroissiens se sont plaints de n'&tre pas admis bns les 
autres cas que les trois ci-dessus, et ie l1'ai pas eu egard a leurs preten. 
tions, et ils n'ont pas ete plus loin. 

10. Mon opinion est que les proprictaires doivent etre admis a l'elec
tion du nouveau margl~illier, et que dans tous le5 autres cas on ne doit 
admettre que les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux avec les p.0tables, dans 
les assemblees de Fabriq ue. 

11. Par les notables, j'encurJ, Ie, seigoenr> primitifs ; les officiers de 
milice qui tiennent lenr commission du gouverneur, les medecins, les no
taires et arpenteurs licencies ; pourvu que toutes ces personnes soiellt de 
m6m~ religion qne Ie pasteur et les marguitliers, tant anCi2[)S q'le nou
veaux. Qlland on n'appelle que les marguilliers anciens et rv,u~eaux, it 
n'est pas rare de voir des gens qui pe l'orF i~ .,- '; e'e, parler hautecnent 
dans le~ as'emblees. .J'y ai vu une fois lJ'"" .~jlme, une autre f,)is un 
jeune homme de 14 ou 1.5 ans, et les I:'c., ,O'uiil;erv ':'1 banc-d'oollvre SO:lf

fraient tout cela. La Legislature !Ie pourraitoelJe pas les alltoriser a 
conduire ou faire conduire ces perturhatems du repos public devant lin 
juge a paix, et ccla par les connetables ? A propos de juge a paix, 
je voudrais aussi qu'ils eussent Ie me me droit que les [,otaire" etc., et 
aux memes conditions. Pour admettre tous les proprietaires aux 2lselO
blees de Fabrique, il faudralt un appartement aussi grand que cell~; rle la 
Chambre d' Assemblee pour Ie moins. II faudroit plusiems officier~ pour 
y faire garder Ie hon ord'e. (,,!uand i1 g'agit d'elire un nouve,:l'l marguil
lier, les vote.:n peuvent se par:ager. II n'en est p"s de me me dans les 
autres cas. 

C. D. DE:'iECHAUD, Ptre. 
Deschambault, 23 Fevrier 1831. 

P. S.-Quand je dis avoir Vll une femme et un jeune nomme d;,']s les 
assemblees de Fabrique, j'entends qu'ils y ont parle des affaires publiques ; 



136 

public; and there are many others who come to embarrass those. who 
have the right of being there, and who argue even a]:.out the money ID the 
chest, and the rendering of accounts, without anyone venturing to stop 
them. Ought not the M:lrguilliers in office at least have a Constable at 
their command. 

J.11 ission Qf Drumrnondville. 
In answer to !.he first questions it may perhaps be enough to remark 

that in the Mission of Drummondville, ~nd other Catholic establishments 
in the Southern Townships, the Churches have been built by subscrip
tion, upon lots or grounds belonging to Magill". Panet ()r Monsgnr. 
Signay. In these places, newly settled there has never btlen any election 
of Margllilliers, nor, consequently any Fabrique meeting. The Churches 
and Presbyteries have been built by the eXcrtlOns of the Priests who have 
hitherto had charge of the Mission. The management of the affairs of 
the Church have been left to the Mis~ionary. A few years ago a Priest 
was sent hither, who purchased the land for building a Church upon, 
built the Church and Presbytery with the subscrip:ion he received from 
charitable persons in the Cities, paid the wcrkmen, and the work being 
done, cominued to manage the affairs of the Church. Honourable 
MemberB must not be surprised at this order of things, considering that 
this Mission is only now beginning to receive inhabitants who are a little 
at their ease, and that hit he I to this settlement has consisted of none bot 
very poor people, and stich as had never determined whether they would 
remain, or leavt> it. There is no doubt that in a few years, when they 
will be relieved from c his state of constraint., in which they yet remain, 
my lord the Bishop will give it up to them, the lands, churches, &c. &c, 
and allow them to proceed to the electiou of Marguilliers, &c. &c., as 
has been the case in the other Parishes. It may likewise be observed 
that this lVIission is composed of persons of various natiollS, who will be 
yet some years before they can become used to our Cll;:,ms, and conform 
to the received usages of the Country. I thought it right to give this 
explanation to the Honourable Members of the situation of this Mission, 
in order that it may not be supposed, that it has arisen from a desire on 
the part of the local Missionaries to manage all themselves, that they 
have not yet called those to whom of right it appertains, &c. to proclled 
to the election of Marguilliers. The accounts are rendered before the 
Lord Bi~hop of Quebec, during his Episcopal visitation. 
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cat il y en a bien d'autres qui viennent y cmbarras5cr ceux qui ont droit 
de s'y lrouver, qui touchent m&me a I'argent du coffre-fort aux rcdditions 
de comlltes, sans que personne ose les en empechel>. Les marguillier~ 
du banc-d'oouvre devraient au mains avail' un conn~lable. 

Alission de Drommondville. 
En reponses aux dites premieres questions, il suffit peut-etre de re

marquer que dans 13 MisEion de Drummondville, et aulrts etablisse
mens Catholiques des Townships du Sud, les Eglises ont ete hat,ics 
par souscription sur des lerreins ou emplacemens appartenans a 
Mgr. Panet ou Mgr. Signay. Dans ces endroits, tout nouvellement 
etablis, il n'va jamais eu d'eiecticn de Marguillier, ni consequemment 
d'assembU:e de Fabrique. Les Eglises et Presby teres ont ete baris par 
les efforts dt's Pretres qui ont jusqu'a present deservi la Mission. Lages
lion des affair es de I'Eglise a ete abandollnee au Missionnaire. On en
voya un Pretre ici il ya peu d'annees qui acheta Ie terrein pOUt' M.tir 
une Eglise, batit l'Eglise et Presbytere avec les souscriptions qu'il re
~ut des personnes charitableG dans les villes, paya les ouvliers, et l'ouvrage 
complete, il continua de gerer les affaires de l' Eghse. Les Honorables 
Membres ne doivent pas etre ~urpris de eet ord;e de chases, vn que celie 
Mission ne fait qne commencer a recevoir des habita[1s tant soit peu a 
leur ai,e, et que jusqu'a present cet etablissement n',hait compose que 
de gens extremement pauvres, qui n'etaient jamais decides s'ils devaient 
y r::st:>r ou en partir. II n'y a pas de doule que dans quelques annees; 
lorsqu'lls sortiront de cet etat de gene, ou ils sont encore, Mgr. ne leur 
aeeorde les terreins, Eglhes, &c., &c., &c., et oe leur permette de pro. 
ceder a l'election de Marguilliers, &c., &c , comme il est d'ufage dans 
les aut res Paroisses. On pourrait encore remarquer que cette Mi3sion 
est composee de personnes de differentes nations, qui seront encore que!
ques.annees sans pouvJir se faire it nos usages et se conformer aux cou
tumes re'tues dans Ie Pays. J 'ai cru donner cette explication aux Hono
rables Membres.sur I'etal de cette Mission, afin qu'on ne suppose pas que 
c'esl par desir de vouloir regler tout par eUX-memes que les Missionnaires 
du lieu h'ont pas encore appele qui de droit pour prodder it l'€lection de 
,M;i).rg'lilliers, &c., &c. Les comptes se rendent par devant Mgr. de Qut!o 
,bee, pendant In. visite epiwopak. 

, S 
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As to my opinion on the two last questions, it may be stated in a few 
words: It appears to me that the participation of the Notable Inha
bitants in the Fabrique meetings can not yield any real benefit, nor be of 
,my utility whatsoever to the affairs of the Fabrique. The Fabrique 
revenues are purely ecclesiastical, and are the patrimony of the Church. 
It is not to be perceived how the Notables can make good their right 
to property which does not belong to them, or how they can appoint 
persons to manage a properly which belungs exclusively to the CJlUrch. 
The existing customs have been established because they were found 
more advanlageolIs to the increase of Divine Worship and of charity. 
Seldom are any dispules known or dissentions in the Fabrique meetings 
or in the election of Marguillicrs. All is conducted decently and in 
order. Abuses may sometimes exist, but perhaps that would oftener be 
the case in the system proposed. For the rest, it belongs to my lords 
the Bishops to give their opinion, and to decide, in conjunction with the 
civil authorities, the questions with which the Legislature have to occupy 
themselves. It is to them to see that nothing be changed in the general 
discipline of the Church, nor in the special discipline of the Diocese. 
The Church has its rules as well as bodies politic, and it belongs to the 
dignitaries of the Church to watch over their preservation. Let it be 
fnrther alone permitted me to add, that in the decision of these matters, 
the Clergy ardently wishes that nothing may be done by the Legisla
ture but with the conCUl'lence of the Ecclesiastical superior authori
ties' 

M. POWE R, !'tiest. 

Drummondville, 1st March, 1831. 

Parish Q[ Les Eboulemens. 

~. Th: old and new ~arguil1iers. are .the persons who take part in the 
dehberatlol'ls of the Fabnque meetmgs 1\I my Parish. The Notahle In
habitants have never been admitted to them in any case. 

~. I can not say since when tbis custom has been established. I do 
no~ know of any change that may have taken place in this respect. 

3. I do not know what the custom was, relative to the election of 
Marguilliers and to the rendering of accounts in my Parish, pl'evious to 
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Quant It mon opiuion sur lea deux dernieres questions, eUe Sf' reduit it 
peu de mots. II me semble que la participation des Habitans Notables 
jtlX assemhlees de Fabriqne ne petit produire aucull avalltage reel IIi e re 
d'aucune utilite qllelconque dans les affaires de Fabrique. Le revenu 
des Fabriques est purernent ecc\esiastique, Ie patrimoine de I' EgliJe. 
On ne voit pas comment les notables peuvent Fai,e valoir leur droit sur 
des biens qui ne leur appartiennent pas, ou comment ils peuTent nom
mer des personnes ponr disposer d'Jun bien qui appartient exclusivement 
it I'Eglise. Les usages actuels oot ete etablis parce qu'i1s etaient plm 
ayaotageux aux progres du culle divin et de la charil~. On ne voit 
que rarement des contelltlOlIS, des qu"'e!Ies dans les assemblees de Fa
briqlle ou dans I'election des Marguilj,~,-s. Tout se fait avec cecense 
It sllivant l'ordre. 11 peut r avoir quelqu , fois des abus, rnais, peut.lltre. 
il y en aurait davantage dans Ie moyen propos~. Au reste, c'est it !lOS 

leigneurs les Eveques a donner leur opinion et a decider, de concert avec 
tes autorites civiles, les questions dont s'occupe la Legislature. C'est 
I eux it voir qu'on ne change rien a la discipline gencrale de I'Eglise, 
~i it la difcipline partlculie,c du Diocese; I'Eglise a ses regles, aussi 
Jien que les corps politiques, et c'est aUK superieurs ecclesiastiques it 
veiller it leur conservation. Qu'it me soit seulement perrnis d'ajouter, 
~ue, dans la decision de ces question., Ie Clerge desire ardemment que 
·ien ne Se fasse par la Legislature qu'avec Ie concollrs des superieurs ec
:lesiastiques. 

M. POWER, Ptre. 

Dl'ummondvilll', I Mars, 1831. 

Paroisse des Eboulernens. 

1. Les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux sont les personnes qui prcnnent 
,art aUll deliberations des assernblees de Fabrique, dans rna paroisstl • 
• es habitans notables n'y sont point adlllis, dans aucun cas. . 

2. Je ne puis dire depuis quand cet usage est etabli ; ie ne connalS 
ucun changernent qui a pu avoir lieu a Cit egard. . .. 

3. Je nc sais quel etait l'usage par rapport a l'electlon des margUllhers 
l ala reddition des comples, dans rna paroisse, avant la cession du paya 
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the Cession of Canada to Great Britain. No records of the Fabrique, Of 

other documents, enable mc to give any information to the Committce on 
this subject. . 

4. In conformity with what is above said I have nothlllg to answer to 
this question. 

5. I have nothing to answer to this question. 
6. At the election of Marguilliers, [ h"ve not taken the votes of any 

persons but those of the old and new Marguilliers. 
7. These are the terms that I make use of in convoking the Fablique 

meetings, as well 011 ordinary occasions, as for the rendering of. accounts, 
and for the election of Marguillier.: " Messieurs the MargUllllers, old 
and new, are requested to meet at the Sacri&ty, at the close of the Mass, 
to deliberate upon the affairs of the Fabrique, or to receive the accounts 
of the Marg,uillier for the year N., or to proceed to the election of a new 
Marguillier" • 

S. I never called the Notables to the Fabrique meetings, in my Pa. 
rish, or in any other. 

9. I have been Vicaire at Quebec during two years and four months. 
I have never heard it said that the Notables of the City teok part in the 
deliberations of the Fabrique meetiug ill any case; only the old and new 
Marguilliers, I can not say h0w long this custom has been established; 
I have no knowledge of any change in this re-pec\. 1 can Ray nothing 
as to the third question, the same as to the fourth, equally so as to the 
fifth, as well as to the sixth. As to the seventh, in the terms stated in 
number seven, as near as I can recollect. I can say nothing as to the 
eighth. I tad the cure nflhe Parish of Boucherville for seven months. 
It was the old and n~w Marguilliers who took part in the deliberations of 
the Fabrique meetings; the Notable Inhab'::lllts were not admitted to 
them in aoy case; I do not know how long this custom was established; 
I have not witnessed any change jn this respect. I can say nothing as to 
Nos. three, fOllf and live. I called meetings there on ordinary occasions 
in the terms detailed in No. sellen as above. I have avoided No. six, as 
having nothing to say to it. In answer to No. eight, I never convoked 
the Notables. J n 1819, on the 17th of October, I took possession of 
the Settlement of St. Clement de Beauharnois, as well as of Ste. Martine. 
The new Marguilliers began to take part in the deliberations of the Fa
brique meetings. The Notable Inhabitants were never admitted ill any 
case : afterwards the old Marguilliers with the new alone; It is as 
you see since 1819 that this custom has been established. There 'has 
been no change in this respect. In all the convocations I always expres
sed myself as already quoted in No. seven. The Settlement of Stet 
Martine commenced in 1823. The whole Parish, legally called toge
ther, appointed the three first Marguilliers, and afterwards those alone 
appointed the succeding ones; for all the rest as at St. Clement. About 
the .same time I set'ved the Mission of St. Timotbee, where all was the 
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AUCl1(J regitre de Fabriqlle et alltrcs documclls 
a merne de donner des renseignemens au Comite 

4. D'apres ce qui est dit ci-dessus, je n'ai nen it rcpondre a cette 
question. 

5. Je n'ai rien a dire sur cette question. 
6. Je n'ai point res:u a I'election des marguilliers les votes d'autres per

sonnes que des anciens et nouveaux marguilliers. 
7. Yoici les ler'nes dont je me sers pour la convocation des assembJees 

de Fabrique, tant dans les cas ordinaires, que pour la reddition des 
comptes et l'clection des marg'uilliers : " Messieurs les marguilliers, an
ciens et nouveaux, sont pries de s'assembler a la Sacristie, a l'issue de la 
Messe, pour y dehberer sur des affaires de Fabrique; au, pour y rece
voir les comptes du marguillier de l'annee, de N.; au, pour y proceder 
it i'election d'un nouveau marguillier." 
•. 8. Je n'ai jamais appele les notables aux assemblees de Fabrique dans 

rna paroisse, oi dans aucunes autres. 
9. J'ai vicarie It Quebec pendant deux ans' et quatre mois. Je n'ai ja

mais oUl dire que les notables de la ville prenaient part aux deliberations 
des assemblees de Fabrique, dans aucun cas; seuiement les marguilliers 
anciens et nouveaux. Je ne puis dire depuis quand cet usage est etabli ; 
je n'ai aucune connaissallce d<! changement it cet ega. d. Je ne saurais 
rien dire sur la troisieme question ; de meme sur la quatrieme, pareille
ment sur la cinquieme, ainsi que sur la sixieme. Quant it la septieme: 
dans les tennes enonces au nornbre sept, ci-dessus, autant que je p:.Jis me 
rappeler. Je ne puis rien dire sur Ia huitieme. J'ai desservi la Paroisse 
de Boucherville pendant sept mois. C'etaient les marguilliers anciens et 
nouveaux qui. prenaient part aux deliberations des assemblees de Fabri
que; les habitans notables n'y etaient pas admis, dans aucun cas; j'ignore 
depuis q ~and ce~ usage est etabli, je n'ai point vu de changement it cet 
egard. Je ne puis I'jen dire sur Ies nombres trois, quatre et cinq. J'y 
ai convoqlle des assemblees pour des cas ordinaires, dans les termes men
tionlles au nombre sept, ci-dessus. J'ai supprime Ie nombre six, n'ayant 
rien it d:re. Pour reponse au nombre huit : je n'y ai jamais convoque 
lea notables. En 1819, ] 7 Octobre, j'ai pris possession de l'ctablisse
ment de St. Clement de Eeauharnais, ainsi que de Ste. Martine. Les 
marguilliers nouveaux ant commence a prendre part aux deliberations 
des assemblt:es de Fabrique; les habitans notables n'y ont pas ete admis, 
_daus aucun cas ; dans Ia suite, lea anciens avec les nouveaux seulement. 
C'est, comme VOllS voyez, depuis 1819 que cet usage est etabli; il n'y 
a point eu de changement a cet ega rd. Dans toutes Ies convocations, 
je me suis toujol1rs t':xprime comme au nombre sept, deja cite. En ] 823, 
a commence l'etablissement de Ste. Martine; toute la paroisse, legale
ment .(lonvoquee, a nomme les trois IJl'emiers marguiUiers ; ensuite ceux
ci eeulemen:, les suivans. Pour tOllt Ie reste, comme a St. Clement. 
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in 1826 to Les Eboulemens. 

10. I have no knowledge that either Parishioners or Landholders 
have complained of being excluded from the Fabrique meetings, nor that 
they have taken any steps in that respect. No inten'ention of the deci. 
sian of any Courts has taken place in this matter that I know of. 

11. My opinion upon the participation of the N otahle Inhabitants in 
the Fabrique meetings, on certain occasions, is th<:' there will be long 
difcussions and nothing will be concluded. Even nnw, looking at the 
number of Margliiliiers as well old as I!PW, there is a difficulty in getting 
them to come to a determination; and ! ,".~ "';11, no dOllbt, be mOle 
difficulty if the number be augmented. I will c:dd that there will be a 
loss in the great number of words, often abusive; at tbe same time it will 
be giving too much information to the Parishioners, who will occupy 
themselves with these things to the prej'Jdice of Religion. 

]2. In case the Notab!e Inhabilants do participate in the Fablique 
meetings, on certain occasions, they ol';;ht, as ( think to he appointed for 
that purpose by ~ meeting of Marguilliers, or by a Pario:l meeting. 

p. CLEMENT, Priest. 

Eboulernens, 22d February, 1831. 

Parish Q[ Ste. Elizabeth. 

1. The old aud new Marguilliers. The Notables are not admit-
ted. 

2. Since the erection of the Parish. 
3. This Parish did not then exist. 
4. 5. The preceding answers serve for these two questions 

6, I never r<!ceived any other votes than those 0.£ the old and new Mar. 
guilliers. 

7. " The MarguiUiel s, old and new, are requested to meet at the 
Sacristy after Divine Service." 

8~ The foregoing answers will serve for this questi(\n. 
9. In the Parishes in which I have resided, the Fabrique affairs were 

administered in the same way as in that in which 1 reside at present. 
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Environ dans ce m~me :emps,j'ai desservi Ia Mission de St .. Timothec, Oll 

tout a ete uniforme avec St. Clement et Ste. Martine. Ainsi ai.je laisse 
les choses en 1826, pour venir aux Eboulemens. 

10. Je n'ai point connaissance que des paroissiens ou des proprietaires 
se Boient plaiuts d'etre exclus des assemblees de Fabrique, ni qu'ils aiellt 
adopte quelques demarches a cet egard. Illl'est inlt:rvenu aucune deci
sion de cours sllr ce sujet, a ma connuissance. 

11. Mon opinion SlH la participation des habitans notables aux as 
semblees de Fabrique, en certain cas, est qu'il se fera de longues deli. 
berations, et que riell ne sera concIu ; deja, vu Ie nombre de marguil. 
liers, tant anciens que nouveaux. on a de la peine it les faire parvenir a 
une conclusion; sans doule qu'il y aura plus de difficulte Bi on augmente 
Ie nombre. J'ajouterCli que ce sera une perte it beallcoup de r:aroles, 
souvent injurieuses; en meme temps, ce sera donner trop de connais. 
s~nce Ala paroisse qui s'occupera de ces choses au detriment de la reli
gIOn. 

12. Dans Je cas Oll les habitans notables devraient participer aux as· 
semblees de Fabrique, en certains c.as, ils devraient, selon moi, (ltre nom
mei pour cela par une assemblee de marguilliers, OLl par une assemblee 
de paroisse. 

P. CLEMENT, Ptre. 

JJes Eboulemens, 22 Fevrier IS31. 

Paroisse de Ste. Elizabeth. 

1. Les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux. Les notables n'y sont point 
adrnis. 

2. Depuis l'etahlissement de Ia paroi&se. 
3. Cette paroisse n'existait point. 
4. et 5. Les reponses precedentes doivent servir pour ces deux ques

tious. 
6. Je n'ai jamais regu d'autres votes que des anciens et nouveaux. mar· 

guilliers. 
7. Les marguilliers, anciens et nouveaux, sout pries de s'assembler a 

lu Sacristie a I'issue de l'Office Divin. 
8. Les reponses preccdentes servent pour cette qtlestion. 
9. Dans les paroisses ou j'ai reside, les affaires de Fabrique s'admi· 

llistraient comme dans celle ou je reside actuellement. 
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10. I have never heara of any complaint on this subject. 
II I think the Notables ought not to be called to the Fabrique 

meeti~gs, but on extraordinary occasions. .On o~ dillary occasions, . .such 
as the election of Marguilliers, the renderlOg ot accounts, and tnfling 
repairs, there would be much confusion if too large a number of perS()fl$ 
were admitted to the meetings. The Inhabitants in general seem to be 
well satisfied with the manner in which the affairs of the Fabrique are 
conducted, and do not desire any change. 

12. In my Parish the Marguilliers have always been chosen from 
amongst the Notable Ir.habitanls. In general in the Country parts 
those who are wealthy are looked upon as Notables. 

L. M. BRASSARD, Priest. 

Ste. Elizabeth, 2d March, 1831· 

Parish Q[ St. Eustache. 

1. The old and new Marguilliers are the only individuals encharged, 
along with the Cure, with the direction of the Fabrique in the Parish of 
St. Elolstache de Ia Riviere du Ch~me; and the Notables have never been 
called to the meetings for the elections, rendering of accounts of Mar
guilliers, &c. except one 1815, for the election as Marguillier of one Mr. 
M'Gillies with respect to some individual, although t h~ entry in tne 
Register makes mention only of the name of Mr. Dumont, as unconnect
ed with the Corporation of the Fabrique. 

2. This custom began with this Fabrique in 1769, and the exception 
above mentioued is the only one to be remarked. 

3. This Parish having not been erected till after the Conquest, I have 
nothing to say as to the first part of this question. As to ,the second, I 
answer that the archives of this Parish shew that the Marguilliers, along 
with the Cure, have maintained themselves in the custom of exclusively 
ruliog the affairs of the interior of the Church, of the election of the 
Fabriciens, and of the rendering of theIr accounts, with one sole excep
tion, which is not even well authenticated, as I have just remarked . 

. 4. This question is sufficiently replied to by that which has just been 
saId. 

5 •. No decision of Courts of Justice, nor any injunctions of any au
thority whatsoever for the observance of this custom, which the old 



10. Je n'ai jClmais entendu 3\lCUne pL.i!l!e a ce slIjct. 
II. Je croi~ qu'un ne doit appeler aUli: aasemblees de Fahrirlue, le3 no

tables, que dans les cas extl':\ordinaires. Dalls les afLirei ordin:\ires, 
telle que I'election d'un marguillier, la rej,lition des co,np'(s, le9 reP'l' 
rations peu cOflsiderables, il yaurait de la confusion si 011 ad,nettait dans 
les assemblees nn trop grand llombre de perso~nes. Les hllbitans ell ge
neral paraisf,ent bien conlens de Ill. maniere d,)nt les affaires de Fajrique 
sont admillistrees, et ne desilent aucuns changemens. 

I Z. Dans ma paroisse on a touJours Ch8isi les marguillicrs parmi lea 
notables habitans. En general, dans 13 campagne, on regarde comme 
notables ceux qui sont riches. 

L. M. BRASSARD, Ptre. 

Stc. Elizabeth, 2 Mars 183J. 

Paroisse de St. Eustache. 

1. Les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux sont les seuls individus charg6~, 
avec Ie Cure, du gouvernement de Ill. Fabrique dans la Paroisse de St. 
Eustache de la Riviere du Chene; et les notables n'ont jamais ete appe
leg aux assemblees pour leg elections, retldition de comptes des marguil
liers, etc., si ce Il'est une fois en 1815, pour I'election comrue marguil
Iier d'un M. McGillis, au rapport de quelque individu, quoiqt1~ I'acte 
caliche dansles regltres Ile fasse mention que tlu settl nom de 1\1. Du
mont, comme ctranger a la corporation fabriciellne. 

2. eet u~age a commence avec cette fabriq'le en 1769, et on n'y re
nlarque que la seule exception ci·haut relatee. 

3. Cette paroisse n'yant ete etablie qu'apres la conquete, je h'ai rien 
it dire sur la premiere partie de celte question. Quand ala seconde, je 
reponds que les archives de cette paroisse font foi que les marguilliers 
avec Ie Cure se Bont maintenus dans l'usage de regir seuls les affaires de 
l'interieur de I'eglise, de l'election des fabriciens et de la redditioll de 
leurs comptes ; a une seule exception, qui n'est pas meme bien consta
tee, comme je viens de l'observer. 

4. Cette question est suffisamment resoille par ce Clui vieot d'etre dit. 

5. Point, de decisions des cours de justice, ni d'injonctions d'autorite 
quelconque pour l'administration de eel usage que les anciens Cures de 

T 



Cures of this Parish had seen e6tablishe,l in the greater part of the other 
Fabriques, from before that time, especially in those of Quebec aild 
Montreal, and which they justly considered as being the best adapted, 
and most advantageous to the Fabrique~. 

6. I do not believe that I ever received the votes of any other persons 
than of Fabriciens solely-who always gave them with the most perfect 
freedom, the greatest coolness, without any cabals or intrigues; and I 
can declare that they constantly make choice of men of integrity, who 
are religious. and wholly independent in point of fortune. An inspec. 
tion of their accounts will strikingly demonstrate the truth of this asser. 
tlon. 

7. In the following terms :-" Messieurs the old and new Marguil. 
liers of this Parish are requested to meet to.day at the close of the Mass, 
at the Sacristy, at the sound of the bell, to proceed to the election of a 
Jlew MarguilLcr, for the rendeJing of the accounts of such a Marguil. 
lier", &c. 

8. I have always had great confidence in the different classes of pet'-
60ns in my Parish, and I have always Irked to call them to meetilJgs which 
related to their own affairs, eveu when these were mixed up with those 
of the Fabriqu~. Excepting as to such mixed affaIrs, I called none but 
the Corporation of Marguilliel's. 

9. No answer. The Committee can have no distrust as to the reports 
of my successor at St. Fran<;ois du Lac, my first cure, Besides T do not 
well recollect the lenor of the records, and should be afraid of not 
answering this question with preci~e accuracy. Nevertheless, to the 
best of my recollection, the custom was the same as here. 

10. No one has t~l:en any steps to get into the affairs of the Fabriql1c, 
nor has complained of having no share in them. I must do the Nota
bles of Riviere du Chene the justice to Bay that they have had the gene
rosity to leave the management of affairs to those who take all the 
trouble, who devote a great deal of their time to them for three or foul' 
years, and often even part of [heir incomes. 

11. I think that this plan is less fit and less advantageous to the Fa. 
briques than the custom generally observed in this Country from near 
about 1663. Behold, in my humble opinion, some proofs of this. 
Many individuals who give themselves out for Notables, although they 
are not such in any respect, wilJ resort in c'rowds to the meetings, and 
will carry thither their pretentions, their prejudices, their ignorance of 
business; nay even speculation6 that are not very honourable, supported 
as they will be, by cabals and factions. This is in the nature of the 
manners of all 80cieties, in all countries, and need not astonish anyone 
who is ever so little acquaillted with the world. How further can order, 
coolness, and. independence ?f discussion be maintained in a place where 
so many p~SSI?nS will come 111 contact, rival societies, discordant opinions 
and opposIte Interests? In a place where all the world will be master, 
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c.ette ,paroisse avaient vu etabli dallg b plupal"t dCl autreH fabriq'lri!, par
tJcullerement d~ Qu~bec et de lVIuntreal, des ces temps-la, et qu'lls,unt 
recullllu avec raison etre Ie plus con venable et Ie pIns avantageux aux fa
hriques. 

6. Je ne c~o.is pas a~oir jamais rec;n. de votes d'aulres personnes que 
des seuls fabnclens, qlll Ie, donnent touJours avec la plus parfaite liberte. 
Ie plus grand ~ang froid, sans cabaleg ni intrigues; et je puis affirmer 
q~'II? elisent constamment des hommes integres, ,eligieux, et tout-a
fait mdependans dll cOte de la fOrlune. Une investigation de leurs 
comptes prouvcrait d'uue maniere patente la verite de cel alleglle. 

7. Dans les termes 8uivans: " MM. les marguilliers anciens et nou
veaux de cettc paroisse, sont pries de s'assembler aujourd'hui a l'i,sue 
de la Messe, i\ la Sacristie, au son de la cloche, pour procedel' a I'elec
tion d'un nouveau margUlllier, pour la reddition de, comptes d'un tel 
marguillier, etc." 

8. J'r, toujours eu une grande con fiance dans les differentes classes de 
.,rna paroisse, et j'ai toujours aime ales appeler aux assembl?es qui regal'· 
daiclIt leurs affaires 10.-8 me me qU'eHes se trouvaient melees a cellesde la 
Fabrique. A part de c.es affaires mixtes, je n'ai appele qut: la corpora· 
tion des marguilliers. 

9. Poilll de reponse, Le Comite ne doi! avoir allcune defiance sur lea 
rapports de mon succes,eur a St. Flanc;ois dll Lac, ma premiere cure. 
Ne me rappelant pa5 bien d'ailleurs de la teneur des actes, je craindrais 
de ne pouvoir repondre sttictcment a cette question. Je cr~i8 pourtant, 
au meilllr,ur de rna connaifSanCf', que l'usage etait Ie meme qu'ici. 

10. Personne n'a ado pte de mesun~s pour s'emparer des affaires de 
Fabrique, ni ne s'est plaint de n'y avoir point de part. Je dois rendre 
cettejustice aux notables de la Riviere du Chene, q'I'ils ont la liberalite 
de laisser la conduite des affaires a ceux qui en ont tous les embarras, y 
sacrifiellt beaucoup de leurs le,mp' pelldant trois ,)U quatre allllees, et 
8uuvent meme de If'urs revenu~. 

II. Je pense que ce plan est mains convenable et moins avantageux 
aliX Fabriques que I'usage generalement adopu§ dans ce pay~ depuis pres 
de 1663. En voil.i quelques preuves dans mon humb:c op;:.ion : beau
coup de particuliers qui se donnent toujllurs p'.lur notable', quoiqu'lls ne 
Ie soient sous aucuns rapports, se rendront en foule aces aSRcmblees et 
y porteront leurs pretentions, leurs prejuges, l'im?eritie d;lns les affaires ; 
voir nH~me des speculations peu honorables, sOlltenns qu'ils seront par 
des cabales et des factions. Ceci est dans la nature et Ie, mceurs de too
tes 50cietes en quelque pays que ce soit, et ne doit surprendre quicon
que sait tant soit peu Ie monde. Comment ensuite fera-t-on regner 1'0r
dre. Ie sang froid ct I'independance de la discussion dans un lieu oit I'on 
rassemble tant de pas3ions en contact, de coteries Iiv<.les, d'opinions di
vt!rgentes, d'intel'cts opposes ••• ? Dans un lieu ou tout Ie monde est 



will speak at once, and will pu,h forwar~ thei.r opinions or those of their 
party. In a place in fine where the vocIferatIOns of some sharpers, ,who, 
in order to gain importance, often speak and act in an inverse ratio with 
reason and general opinion, will smother the voices of quiet citizens, and 
destroy the freedom of discussion, producing nothing but a hotch-potch 
of bad measures in the midst of hurrahs and uproar. Tbere is nothing 
but what is ordinary a~d proved in this :-have we not seen, in certain 
Parishes where the Notables al"e admitted to the meetings, the people get 
into shameful quarrels, and commit assault and battery? Whilst in 
others the sittil1gs have been prolonged, in order to collect a larger num· 
ber of individuJ:s than the Sacristy could hold at one time, <lDd to C"flY 
by force an election as unbecoming as illegal!! Besides wher-e is the 
Representative who has not witnessed on the hustings scenes still more 
shameful, and the' more tumultuous the larger the ma,ses of people; and 
who will not be willing to allow that an election or any other matter 
which was to be determined on at such assemblages, has not proved, on 
many occasion" to be in contradiction to the wishes of the people, and 
public opinion? Who does not, moreover, know t hat a meeting can not 
generally represent ~he public will unless those who compne it have bern 
chosen by the majority, as are those of the Repre;entati'les; and that it 
is for that purpose that the Poll is opened at elections-that Commitiees 
are organized on public affair. ;-and that the wishes of the majority of 
proprietors are verified Ly their signa: ures in legal assessments, &c. Can 
a new Fabrique Corporation be encircled with these wise precautions? 
Will Polls be held in our Vestries to agcertain the will of the majority of 
the inhabitants of the Parish upon elections, and as to t.he usual matters? 
which would notwithstanding' be necessary, if a parochial representation 
be required, and if we will not confide in the existing Corporation of 
Marguilliers, which is nevertheless far more secure and indepenuent, and 
repesents the Parish better than a tumultuous assemblage, which has 
neither entirety, nor certain object in its deliberations, but which frequent. 
ly becomes the tool of a faction. Yet, if, notwithstanding these argu
ments, it be comidered that a meC'ting of the'e Notables is more compe. 
tcnt, more constitutional than one of Marguilliers, it ought to be called 
to the rendering of accounts for it would not be right to oblige the 
Fabriciens to receive the accollnt~ of a Marguillier who may have been 
given to them against their wilJ, and who, in consequence of a bad choice, 
may have bec~n:e an ~m~ezzler of the money of the Fabrique. Besides 
tho.se who ,PosItIvely mmted upon choosing an agent, will as positively 
deSIre to gIve acqUIttances; and thllB it will be necessary to have a meet. 
Ing of Notables for the rendering "f accounls. But as it w<>tllcl be CQO

t~adictoly for t~e accounts to be audited by those who have not had the 
tight of regulatmg the expenses and fixing measures, there must there. 
fOle also, of nc{'ccsily,?e a meeting of Notables for the routine expendi. 
ture. For men of weIght, the resident representatives, the Seigneur of 
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maitre, parle ala fois, ct vent faire prevdloir son Opilli"!I, ou celIe de 
Bon. partie: .. Dans un lieu el~fin ou Ies vociferations dc. quelques pa
rasites, q\ll, pour.se d \liner de llmportance, padent et "':;Isscnt souvent 
co raison I::': ',;' .". ,"'pIIllon communE', couvriront la v"ix des citoycns 
paisi?les, et de til: ; ;'allt l:I libel te des deliber:'lliollB, ne produiront que 
des Imbroglros et de fausses mesu' c; au milieu l~'1 brouhaha et du va
carme. Rien que d'ordinaire et de prouve Jans ces allcgues: n'a.t-oll 
pas vu dans certaines paroisses, ou 1'on a<imet les notables aux assemblees 
de Fabrique, les gens se porter 11 des querelles scandalclIoes, a des as
saUlS et des Il,atteries •. ? Tandis que ,dans d'autre~, on a tenu de lon
gues seances, afin d'y tralner un plus grand nombre d'individus, que la 
Sacrislie o'aurait pll en contenir a]a fois, et d'emportcr de furce une 
election all5si mcsseante qu'illegale ! Que! eSL d'aillcurs Ie representant 
qui n'ait ete temoin, sur les ht:stings, de scenes plus ~candaleuse9 encore, 
et tout autrement bruyantes en raisons des masses ; eL qui ne cloive con
venir qu'uoe election, Oll toute autre mc,ure qui devrait se terminer la, ne 
fll', en mainte occasion, cont mire aux vooux dll pcuple et 11 la pen see 
pulllique •. ? Qui ne sait de plus qu'une assemhlee nc pellt generale. 
mcat represenrer la volonte publique, a moins que ceux qui la compo
sent ne soient choisis par la majorite, comme sont celles des repn§sentans, 
et que c'est pour cela qu'on ouvre les polls aux elections, qu'on organise 
des comites dam le~ affaires publiques, et qu'on fait constater les vooux 
de la majorite des proprictaires par des signatures dans les rcpartitions lc
gale., etc. POllrra,t-on entourer une nouvelle corporation de Fabrique 
de ces 5ilges precautions .. ? tiendra-t-on des polls dans nos' Sacristies 
ponr constaler la volonte de la maJer" c des habitans de 13 parOlsse sur 
les elections et les affaires lIsuelles .. ? Ce qui serait pourtant nece:;ssaire, 
si 1'011 veut une rep'~sentation paroissiale, et si l'on ne veut pas se fier a 
13 corf'lJratioll actuelle des margu1lIiers, qL; ~;t neanm0ins tout autrpment 
sCire, ,;,~(;pendante, et repre·ente mieux la paroisse qu'une rcunion tu
multueuse qni n'a ni ensemble ni objet fixe dans ses deliberations, mais 
qui d:"'ient snuvent Ie jouet d'ulle faction. Cependant, si malgre ces 
raisons, l'on adjl1ge qu'llne 3'semblee de notables est plus competente, 
plus constitutionnelle que ce!\e des marguillie, s, il faudra I'appcler a la 
reddition des comptes, car il ne serait pas equitable d'obliger les fabri
ciens a. recevoir les comptes d'un margllillier qui leur aurait ete donne 
malgre el1X, et qui, par un mauvais ChOIX, serait devenu un d,lapidateur 
des deniers de la Fabrique.. D'aillcurs, ceux qui auront absolument 
voulll elire des procureurs, voudront infailliblement donner les decharges; 
il faudra done une assemblee de notables pour la reddition dea compu~s. 
Mais commc il serait conlradictoire de contraler les comptc~, si l'on a pas 
eu Ie droit de regler les depenses et d'ordonner les mcsure~, ilfaudla de 
toutc urgence Ulie assemblee de notables pour les depenses routinieres. 
Que des homme!:' graves, des fepresentans dans leurs residences, Ie sei
.gneur de l'endroit, Ie premier officier de milice et les magistrats, s'i1s 
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the place, thr senior Officer of Militia, and the M.agistrates, if.they a~e 
Catholics, to assist and watch over the Corporawm Cl'f MarguIlhers, In 

conjunction with the Cure, well and good:-honourable men will never 
be afraid of meeting upon business persons of such respectabilit y. But 
at least let not the galleries of our Fcbriques resound more with popular 
clamour than those of t he Bi~hop's Palace at Quebec. But the Notables 
are to be desigualed, their number is to be circumscribed.-All chimera! 
Who is to be the judge of their qu"lifications; who will venture to cast 
out from thl" meeting the profane man who appeared without a 'Wedding 
garment? There is too muc], of equality in the Canadian country.people 
to allow of such an arbitrary selection, without creating unjust and 
odious distinctions, which would be the never failing scource of dissentions, 
disputes and hatred; which will put people out of conceit of giving alms 
at the colleccion for the I nfant-Jesus, will drive away peaceable citizens 
from the Fabrique meetings, and the Marguilliers themselves will assured. 
ly not lo'ng WIsh to row in such a boat, which wiB soon get into the 
hands of intriguers who will be ab!t~ to make their profit out of it. It i8 
a mistake to say that all these statement, are exaggerations because they 
are made by men who are interested. I appeal to experience, and with

_out going over the narratives of the Archdeacons, and the Visitors of 
the Churches in France under the old regime, the laws of which are ap
pealed to upon the Fabriques, which display a great number of them in a 
state of abandonment, filth, and ruin, especially in the Country parts; 
which forms a striking contrast to the decency and decoration of those 
of this Country; 1 come to the Parish meetings for legal assessmellts. 
Do they do better than those of the Fabriques? unless making a gr~ater 
uproar, and adopting bad measures be doing better! Hence it is that 50 

many public worb resolved upon ill such meetings, are wilhout taste, 
without plan., without calculations, cost enormously dear, and are oftetl 
productive of ruin(\us law suits. Wllhout going farther to search for 
instances, I may say that I found all this at St. Eustache when 1 entered 
upon my cure, and that, after having caused large sums to be paid by the 
Fabriqne in order to put an end to the law suit~, and restore tranquillity, 
we have now got to pull down that which Chicane had set up, in order 
to substitute what thellceforward was indispensable. And it is a quiet 
Corporation of Marguillicrs that comes to the aid of the Parish to repair 
the. ha~oc made by public met'tings, by obtaining SUCCOllrs in money, 
WhlCh they have been able to manage for the pubhc good. But why 
5ho~ld I argue at such length against the amalgamation of Corporations 
havlIlg a constant reference to the public, for the smallest trifle? Will 
not the (lId au age alone suffice to determine the question, "wherever 
" e.very.one is th~'mastel', nothing goes well." I will take the liberty of 
saYIng, I~ conclUSlOll, that in the course of my researches in the French 
~aws, With reference to the Fabriques, I have found that customs varied 
III France, <llld that those customs were respected; that under the Em. 
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son~ catholiques, aident ~t, sUl'veillent ! \ corporation des marguilliers 
con]o'ntement avec Ie Cure, a la bonne helll e ; des hommes honnetes Ile 
craindron.t .p,oint de ~e rencOr,;""I' en affJire ~IV~C des personnages de cette 
resp~ctabIllte. Mals du mOInS que les g~lIerI~s de nos Fabriques fie I'e
tentme,nt pas plus.des c1ameurs du public que celles du Palais Episcopal 
de Quebec. Mals on quaiIfiera les notables, on en circonscrira le nom
bre .. , Chi~ere que tout ~ela! Qui sera juge des qualifications? qui 
osera econdulre des assemblees Ie prufane qlll 'l'yaura pas "pporte la 
robe-nuptiale? II y a trap d'egali[e parmi les habitatls Canadi\?IlS pour 
faire ce c.hoix arbilraire, s.alls creer des dislillctions illjllstes et odieuses, 
qui ser0U: des sources mtarissables de divisions, de querei!es et de 
haines; qui deg'JUle:ollt les gens de d'lIlner aux quetes de I'Enfant
'Jesus, eloigl1erollt :(3 citoyens paisibles des assemblees de Fabriquc'; et 
les marguilliers eUX-?lemeS, n'aime~ol't certai~eme~t pas it vaguer long
temps dans une palellle gabarre, qUI tombera bIen vHe entre leg mains des 
intrigans, le'queIs sauront ell faire leur pl·olit. Que taus crs allegues 
paraissent de l'exageratioll, comme venant d'hommes inulress'::" c'est nne 
erreur: j'en appelle a I'experier.ce ; et sans parcourir les relations des 
archidiacres et des vihiteurs des egIises de France, sous Ie vieux regime. 
dont on invoque les lois sur Ic, Fabriques, qui nous Ie, montrt:nt en grand 
nombre dans un etat d'abandon, de malproprete, de ruine, surtout dans 
les campagnes; ce qui contraste d'une maniere frappante avec 1a decense 
et les decorations de celles du pays. J'en viens it nos assemblees de pa
roisse pour les repartitions legales.. Que font-clles de mieux que celles 
des Fabriques ? si non plus de ti[][amare ct de fausscs mesures. L~ b 
tam d'ouvrages publics decides dans ceq assemblees, qui sont sans gout, 
sans plan's, sans calculs, cottten't enormement chers et ent raioent frequem
ment des proces ruineux " Sans aller chercher des exemples ail leurs, 
je puis dire que j'ai tl'ouve tout cela a St. Eustache quand j'y suis entre, 
et qu'apres avoir fait payer des sommes conqidel abies par Ia Fabrique 
pour et(!indre les proces et ramener Ie cal me, il nous faut abatt re maint!"_ 
llant ces muvres de chicane, pour y sub,tituer ce qui etai: '~~s lors indis
pensable. Et c'est une corporation paisible de marguilliers qui vient ai
der la paroisse it reparer ses degats d'assemble~ publiques, en lui pro
curant des secoUTS d'argent qu'elle a su mcnalier pour l'avantage com
mun. Mais pourquoi raisonner si longuement CO'lltre l'amalgame de 
corporations err tapports continuels avec Ie public, pour la moindre ba
gatelle? Le s€ul et vieil adage ne serait-II paB suffisant pour resoudre 
la question: C'est que, "Ia ou tout Ie monde est maitre, les choses ne 
" VOllt jamais bien." Je prendrai la Iiherte de dire, en terminant, que 
dans mes recherches sur Ie droit fran~ais, itl'egard des Fabriques, j'ai vu 
que les usages variaient en France, et qu'on respectait ces usages; que 
saus l'empire Napol€on, les notables n'etaient jnmais appeles aux affaires 
de Fabrique, et que Ie conseil it la tete duquel etaient toujours Ie c~erge 
et Ie maire etait bien moins nombreux, meme dans les grandes parOlsses, 
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pil'e of Nap()\eon, the Notables were never called for the affalTS of the 
Fabrique; and that the Council, at the head of which were always the 
Clergy and the Maire, was much less numerous, even iu the large Pa
rishes, than the body of our MarguiJliers, as anyone may be cOllvinced 
by consultiug the" Treatise on the Temporalities of the Churches, by 
Le Page," p. 252 et Jeg. May r be permilled to add that, as this ques_ 
tion regards Religion, Divine Worship, and the rights of the dergy, 
there may be some illiberality in at once destroying ancient usages, of 
which the inconveniences, as resulting from the cUBtoms themselves, have 
not yet been able to be proved . 

.J 2. The custom ot every Fabrique ought to be followed nithout 
variation. Where it is the custom to call in the Notables, let them be 
called in, and the sa,'c in places where custom decrees it to be so, let tbe 
Marguilliers alone be caned in. Hut, if ,the manner of administering our 
Fabriques be absolutely required to be changed, let not, if I may be al. 
lowed to express my opinion, any otiler persons be alimiued to the meet
ings than those of whom 1 have spokell in my answers to the preceding 
questions, namely, the resident Representatives, the Seigneur of the 
place, the first Officer of Militia, and the Magistrates, if they are Ca
tholics. 

J. P:'..QUIN, Priest. 
St. Ellstache, 17th March, 1831. 

Parish Qf Ste. Famille, Isle d'Orleans. 

]. Th~ perfons wh9 takes part in the deliberations are the old 
and new Marguilliers, when the election of a Marguillier or the 
rend~ring of accQ.unts are in agitation. There has never been any 
qU~~lOn as to Notables. In summoning the ole. and new Mar
gUIlhers, I have fometimes added these words" and other inha
bitants". 

2,. I have followed.this cuftom during twenty four years at Ste. 
Famille, and about thirty years at St. Frans:ois, whenever the ac
counts and the elections of Marguilliers came in queftion. When 
the matter r~lated to any extraordinary undertakings, especially 
fuch as reqmred assessments, I fummoned, in addition to the old 
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que Ie corps de nos marguilliers, comme on peut s'en convainCl'e dans Ie 
co Traite du Temporel des Egliscs," par Le Page, p. '2:32, e, suivantes. 
Me permettra·t..o:i ,'.'ajouter que cette question se rattacbant a la religion, 
au culle el allX droit, do clerge. il pOllnail y avuir quelqu'illiberalite ~\ 
detruire tout d'"", c:Jup des usages antiques, et dont on n'a encore pu 
prouver les inculllbicns provenalll du mode rnemc. 

12. et derniere qu'~stion. L't1 'Jge de chaque Fabrique devrait etre 
sui vi invariablement: qu'on appelle I~s notables iii au c'e~t l'usage de les 
appeler, et les marguillicrs seulement dans les endroits (Ill I'usage Ie veut 
ainsi. Mais si l'un veut ab50lument cI,anger Ie mode d'administration de 
nos Fabriques, qu'OI\ n'admette, s'llm'est permi. d'emeltre man opinion, 
aux assemblees que I~s personnes dunt j'ai parle dans b question prece
dente, savoir : les repl esentans dans leur residence, Ie seigneur de l'er.. 
droit, Ie premier ufficier de milice et les magistrals, s'ils Bont eatholl
qlles. 

.J. PAQUIN, Ptrc. 
St. Eu5tache, Ie 17 Mars 1831. 

Paroisses de la Sainte.Famille. 

1· Que les perfonnes qui prennent part aux deliberations font 
les mar b Jilliers Jnciens et nouveaux, lorfqu'il s'agit d'election de 
marguillier ou de la recidit~"n des comptes. II n'a jamais ite 
qU2ftion de notables. 1:,1 :::ppelant les mar:;uilliers, anciens et 
nouveaux, j'ai ajoute quelque fois ces mot: "et autres habi. 
tans." 

2. J'ai fuivi :-et ufage pendant vingt-n :l:l're ans a 1a Ste. Fa
mille, et environ trente aus a Sr. 17- On<;0.0, 1~Trqu'il s'est agi des 
comptes et des elections de marguilliel's, Lorlqu'it a ete quefiion 
d'entrepriies ou af:aires extraordinaires, furtout de ceUes qui ex
igeaient C:es contributions, j'ai appele, outre les marguilliers an-

U 
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and new Marguilliers, the Landholderst becaufe it appeared to m~ 
that my predeceffors had always done the like. 

3. I do not know what the cuftom ':;z.c with respect to the elec~ 
tion of the Marguilliers, and the renderir.g of accounts, before the 
Cession of Canada to Great Britain, the records having been lost 
about that period. I fee that, !ince that time, or rather {ince 
about forty years, only the old and new Marguilliers have been 
fummoned; and fometimes alfo the other inhabitants wJ1en the 
election of Marguilliers, and the rendering of accounts came in 
queftion. 

4. I have never heard fpeak of Notable Inhabitants than the 
Landholders, who have always been called upon on extraordinary 
occauons, and who have appeared when they chofe it. 

5. I have no knowledge of any change in the manner of con-
voking them. ' 

6. I never received at the election of Marguilliers, the votes of 
any other perfons than the old and new Marguiliiers. The meet
ing confisted of fifteen perfons at least. 

7. I limply called to the meetings the old and new Marguilliers, 
as well on ordinary occaGons, as for the rendering of accounts, as 
for the election of Marguiiliers. 

8. I never made mention of Notables; I mentioned Landhold
ers in fueh cafes as teemed to me to require it. 

9. I have purfued the fame conduct as well in the Parishes 
which I have had the c.ure of before, as in that where I now 
reGde. 

10. No complaints have ever been made of being excluded 
from the meetings to which the old and new Marguilliers were 
alone fummoned. To the others the Landholders were called, 
as I have faid above. 

II. I thought it necessary to call the Landholders to the Fa
brique meetings on certain occaGons ~ for inftance, it appears to 
be just to take the opinions of fuch perions, especially when COIL
tributions are required. 

12 .. I do not well know what is to be underftood by Notable 
InhabAtants; a Merchant, an Otlicer of Militia, &c. might not 
always, according to my ideas, be Notables. A man of good 
fenie. and of good morals, who had always conducted his own 
affairs well, would feem to me to be more of a Notable than cer .. 
tain . p~ople who could do nothing but'. createdifturbances in.the 

'>-
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ei~ns, et !ouveaux, 1:5 propr!etaire,. pal'ce qu'il m'a paru que me. 
;predecelleurs ont touJours agl de Ja forte. • 

3. Je ne fais pas que! ttait l'ufage, par l'apport a relection des 
~larguilliers et i la reddition d~s ,comptes ava~lt la cellion du pays 
a la Grande-Bl'€tagof:.. Jes rcgltres "yant ete perdus a cette 
epoque. Je vois depuis ce temps-Iii, ou plutat de puis environ qua
rante ans, qu'on a appele feulement les anciens et nouveaux mar
guilliers ; e: quelque fois les autre, habitans lorfqu'il ~'eft agi de 
l'eJection des marguilliers et de la redditioll des comptes. 

4. J e n'ai jamaig entendu parler d'habitans notables, que les 
proprietaire3, qui ont toujours ete appelesdans les affaires extra
ordinaires, et qui y ont paru quand ils ont vou~u. 

5. J e n'ai point connaiifance de changement dans la maniere de 
les y appeler. 

6. J e n'ai jamais re<;u a I'eJection de marguilliers, les votes d'au
ti'es perfonnes que des anciens et .louveaux marguilliers. L'afl'em
blee etait comparee au mains de quinze perfonnes. 

7. J'ai fimplement appeIe aux aifemblees Ie., anciens et nouveaux 
rnarguilliers, tant dans les cas ordinaires, que pour la reddition des 
comptes et I'election des marguilliers. 

8. Je n'ai jamais parle de notables; j'ai parle de pl'oprietaires 
Elans les cas qui m'ont paru I'exiger. 

9. J'ai tenu la meme conduite, tant dans les paroiffes que j'ai 
desfervies que ceUes ou j'ai reude. 

10. Jamais on ne s'eft plaint d'~tre exclu des affemblees oil les 
marguilliers ancien~ et. nouveaux ~taient ap?eles feule~7~t .. Dans 
les autres les propnetalres y ont ete appeles, comme J al dlt plus 
haut, 

1). J'ai cru neceffaire d'appeler les proprietaires au;,: affemblees 
de Fabrique en certains cas, v. g. il parait }ufl:~ d'avoir I'avis des 
perfonnes, quand on veut [urtout des contributIOns. 

12. J e ne fais pas bien ce qu'on doit entendre par habita~s no
tables; un marchand, un officier de milice, etc., it mon aVIS, ne 
fetaient pas toujaurs des notabl~s. U:n homme,de bon [~ns et de 
bonne mreurs, qui auraient touJours b~en condUlt fe~ affalres, .me 
paraitrait plutot un notable, que certames gens, ~UI ne [~uralent 
que mettte Ie trouble dans les aiTemblees, parce qu'lls fe crOlent de; 
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meetings, becaufe they think themfelves Notables. We have' not 
fuch people here. I think we ought to have as few of them as 
possible in the meetings. 

J. GAGNON, Arch.Prie&t, 
Cure of Ste. Famille. 

Ste. Famille, 24th Feby. ISSl. 

Parish QfSte. Faye. 

J. In the ParLh of Ste. Foye, the Marguilliers alone tar'? part 
in the Fabrique meetings. The Notable Inhabitants are not, in 
anv cafe, adm:, ~: ,-:. 

2. I can not give any very precife or certain an[wer to this 
question, for fince the year 1764, the iar~~1est to which the records 
extend, until 1792 the wording of the minutes is not uniform. 
Mr. Borel the Cure of Ste. Foye from 1764 to 1776 would ap
pear, to refer to the expreffions ufed in his minutes, to bye ad
mit cd all tl-;c Pari"hioners without exception to the elections and 
to the rendering of the accounts of the Marguilliers; for every 
where, to take his words, it is the Parishioners who meet, 
it is the Pariihioners who elect the Marguilliers, it is be· 
fore the affembled Parishioners that the Marguilliers rend .. r 
their accounts. In 1775, Mr. De Rome, Curate of Ancienne 
Lorette, and officiating at Ste. I<oye, caufes Michel Bon
homme, Marguillier in office for 1774, to render account before 
three witneffes whom he Ilame~, but without faying whether they 
were Marguilliers, or whether they were not, and without saying 
either whether they were the only witne;':'es, or whether there, 
were others along with them. From 1776 to 1782, Mr. Chartier 
de Lotbiniere, Cure of Ancienne Lorette, and officiating likewife 
at flte. Faye. caufes the accounts to be rendered, sometimes be
fore the Mal'guilliers in general, and fometime3 before the Mar
gui/liers in o.ffiee, and others, without fpecifying whether thole 
others are Marguilliers or not. From 1782 to 1786, under Mr. 
Descheneaux, Cure of Ste. Foye, the rendering accounts only 
takes place before the Marguilliers alone, excepting once, when 
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notables, NOllS n';lvons pas ici de ces gens l:i. ; je crois qu'il en 
faud1";1i~ avoir Ie moins poffible dans Ie; c;,'fembl(C' • 

J. GAGNON, Archi-pretre. 
Cure de la Sainte-Famille. 

Ste. Famille, IH, Fevrier 1831. 

Paraisse de Ste. Faye • 

. 1. D~ns la PamifTe de Ste. Faye, il n'y a que Ie., {euls marguil~ 
hers qu: prennent part aG;~ aflembh:es de Fabrique. Les habitans 
notabies n'y font admis dans aucun cas. 

2. Je ne puis donner nne reponfe bie:1 ex~- "'-2, n: bien cert2ine 
a cett:! que!l:ion, car depui,; I';(n l76el.) Ie pllS haut que remon
tent les regltre" jufqu'en 1 is::, Ie Lmgage des actes n'eft pas 
uniforme. ~ r Borel, Cure de Ste. Foye, depui" 1 i64 jufqu'en 
1775, parahrait, a s'en tenir aux expreffions de les actes, avoir 
admis aux elections et a 1a redditi( _1 des comptes des marguilliers, 
tous les paro.;':Jens, fan3 exception; car, partout dans fan langage, 
ce font les par,)j !liens qui s'alfemblent; ce font 1es paroiffiens qui 
el: rent les margujlliers; c'eft devant les paroiffiens affemblcs que 
les marguilliers reodent leurs comptes, En 1775, M. Derome, 
Cure de l' Ancienne-Lorette, et delfervant Ste. Faye, fait rendre 
compte 11 Michel Bonhomme, marguillier en charge pour 1774, 
pard evant trois temoins qu'il nom me ; mais fans dire s'ils etaient 
marguiHiers, ou s'ils ne I'etaient pas, et fans dire non plus, s'ils 
etaient jes seuls temoin~ ou s'il y en avaient d'autres avec eux. 
Depuis 1776 juCqu'en 1782, M. Chartier de Lotbmiere, Cure de 
I' Ancienne-Lorette et delfervant auffi Ste. Foye, fait rendre les 
comptes, tan tot pardevant les marguilIiers en g~nel'alJ tantot par
devant les marguilliers en ex~rcice et autres, fans fp'£cifier fi ces 
autl>es font deo margllilliers ou non. De 1782 it 1786, fous 1\1. 
Defchenaux, Cure de Ste. Foye, la redditiol1 des comptes ne fe 
fait plus que devant les marguilliers 1euls ; a l'exception d'une 
fois oli il nomme Antoine Samfop, en fa qualite de capitaine de 
m,ilice ; mais je vois ailleurs qu'il etait auffi marguillier. En 178i, 
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Antoine Samfon is named in hi:; quality of Captain of Militia; 
but I perceive in another place that he was al[o a Marguillier. 
In 1787, Mr. Borel comes back again, who again no where makes 
mention but of P2rishioners, without mentioning Marguilliers, 
either old or new. In fine, in 1792, Mr Descheneaux reappears, 
who lays aside the term Parishioners, and does not, no more than 
his fucceifors, afterwards, make ure of any others than thofe of 
Marguilliers, old and new. Notwithftanding all this discrepancy 
in terms, 1 am convinced that the cuftom has always been uniform, 
and that never any ,in reality,tban the .M:1rguilliers took part in 
thefe meeting:;. For it does not feem to me to be believed that 
it was in the power of the Cure to call thus, at his good pleafure, 
fometimes all the Parishioners and sometimes the Marguilliers 
alone, without occa~ionjng remonstrances which would still be re
membered by old people; which is, nevertheles, not the cafe, as I 
have fatisfied myfelf, by interrogating upon I his fubject two old men 
belonging to my Parish, who would h:He had a knowledge of 
fuch matters had they occurred. Furthermore, I have noticed, 
that, a~though Mr, Borel only fpeaks of Parishioners, in the body 
of thefe records of the Meetings, yet, when at I he clore, he named 
some of the meeting as witneifes, thefe witneifes, whether they 
sign or not, are Marguilliers : which leads me to believe that in 
fact they only were prefent. 

3. As I have hid in my preceding anfwer that the Records of 
Ste. Foye do not go farther back than the y~ar ] 7G4, they cannot 
confequently be referred to as to the cufl:om that may have been 
followed in this Parish, with refpect to the rendering of accounts 
and to the election of Marguilliers, before the Cession of Canada 
to Great Britain. But, as the records of that year 1764, and of 
the following years make no mentron of any change, it appear~ to 
me very probable that the cufiom was the fame before as well as 
after that epoch, 

4. Although the language of the Records ha~ varied to the 
degree mentioned in my anfwer to the fecond queftion, yet, for 
the reasons alleged in the fame place, I am led to believe that the 
Notables never took part in thofe meetings in my Parish, and that 
the old and new Marguilliers alone of right assifted at them. 

5. The ;:.,dwer to this quefiion may easily be deduced from the 
preceding anfwers. 

6. I never have received at the election of Marguilliers the 
votes of any other perfons than thofe of the old and new Mar
guiUiers. 
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revl:n! M. Borel, qui. recommence lL .ne. nommer partout que les 
parol!hens, fans mentIOn des me '''Z~' '111IJers, ni anciens, ni nou
veauX:. EnTIn, en 1792, repar.lit 1. .. Defchenaux, qui laiffe de 
cote Ie mot de paroissil'm, et n'emploi plus deformais, ainfi que 
tOllsfes fucccffeurs, que cclui de marguilliers anciens et nouveaux. 
Malgre toute cette difcordance de langage, je me peduade que 
l'uiage a t?ujours e.te ~niforme, et. qu'il n 'y avait rcellement que 
les margUilhers q III pnffent part aces affe:nblee::i. Car il ne me 
parait pas croyable qu'il ait ete au pouvoir dll Cure d'a?peler ain
fi a fa volonte, tantl)t tous les paroifllens, tantot les marguilliers 
felJ!~, fJns exciter des reclamations, dom les anciens Je rappelle
raient l 'lcore; ce qui neanmoins n'eft pas Ie cas, comme je m'en 
luis aifure, en interrcgeant it ce fujet, deux vieillards de ma p~
roiffe, qui auratent pu avoir connaiffance de ces difficultes, s'il y 
en avait eu. De plus, j'ai remarque flue, quoique Mr, Borel ne 
parle que des paroiffiens, dans Ie corps de ces actes d'aifemblees ; 
cependant, lorsqu';l la fin, il nomme quelques-tn'"" f:'C

, l'affemblee 
comme temoins, tOlljours ces temoins; foit qu'ils fignent ou ne 
fignent pas, fOnt des marguilliers : ce qui m'incJine a croire qu'en 
effet eux feuls etaient prefens • 

. 3. Comme je l'ai dit dans ma reponfe preccdcnte, les regjt~::'J de 
Stet Foye ne remontenr qu'a I'an 176": ~ par confequent, ils ne 
peuvent fer vir it conftater l'ufage que I'on fuivait en cette paroiffe, 
par rapport it la reddition des comptes et a l'election des marguil
iiers, avanta ceffion du pays a la Grande- !lretagne. Mais comme 
les regtres de cette ann e, 1764, et fiJiv, antes, ne font menticn 
d'aucun changement, il me para it tout probable qu'il etait Ie meme 
avant, qu'apres cette epoque. 

:4. Quoique Ie langage des actes ait "arie au point que je l'ai 
marque dans rna reponfe ala feconde quefiioll, cependant, pour 
les raifons que j'ai alleguees au meme lieu, je fuis porte it croire 
que les notables n'ont jz.mais eu part i:: ces affemblees dans rna pa
roiffe, et que les feuls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux yaffisa 

taient de droit. 
5. La repon{e a cette queftion peut aisement fe deduire des pre-

cedente,. ' 
6., J e n'ai jamais re<;u a I'election des marguilliers, les. v.otes 

d'autn:s perfonnest que des anciens et des nouveaux margUilherso 
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7. The terms which I have alway~ made ufe of for convoking 
the Fabrique meetings, are thefe :~" Mes,::::urs the old and new 
MarfTuilliers are requefted to meet at fuch a F';~' e, 1t such a time," 
after~arJs ftating the object of the meeting, whctht>r for the elec
tion of a new Marguillier, for receiving the accounts of an old 
one, or, laftly, for any other subject of consideration. 

8. The anfwer to this queftion may be deduced from the pre
ceding one. 

9. I have never officiated but at Ste. Foye, and I cannot give 
any accurate information as to the cuftom followed in any other 
Pari~hes than my own. 

10. Never has anyone of my Parish, during the five years I 
have officiated here, complained of not having been admitted to 
the Fabrique meetings; no one has, to my knowledge, taken any 
fteps in that respect; and I know of no decisions of the Courts 
that have intervened on that subject. 

1]. If by this queftion it is intended to enquire what right the 
Notable Inhabitants have to participate in the Fabrique meetings 
my opinion is that they have {ljch right in fuch Parishes where 
the immemorial ufage has been to call on them; but not in thofe 
where the contrary custom, a custom which is, to my thinking, 
more conformable to our laws on this mJtter, has been sufficiently 
eftablished. But, if the question tends to enquire whether it 
would be expedient to admit them, my opinion is that fuch a 
meafl1re would be ufele~s, and prejudicial in many occasions. I 
fay ufeless, because the Marguilliers being all landholders, and the 
principal landholders, in each Parish, they have as much and 
more interest than anyone elfe in the due management of the 
funds of the Fabrique; and as thefe funds can in no wife return 
into their possession, thEre i:; no reason to suppooe tInt they can 
have any interest in their rr.a\-administration. Besides, in almost 
all the Parishes, the body of Marguilliers compl'ifes and includes 
all the most notable men in every place; and every where a man 
of distinction and of note, either on account of his wealth, or of 
his intelligence and acquirements, is fure of takincr his fiation 
among the Marg,,;lliers, at a certain age, be he evero fo little aan
bilious of that honour, if by a wife and ref pee table conduct he 
renders himfelf worthy of the confidence of the inhabitants. 
What would be the ufe, therefore, of admitting them by reafon 
of their rank, profeosion, or legal diftinction, whilst they are fure 
of being admitted by means of election, provided they desire to 
make themselves deserving of it by their respectability. In the 
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7. Les termes dontje me fuis toujoursfervi jJouI' la convocation 
des aifemblees de Fabriqlle, font ceux-ci : Meffieurs les mar
guilliers, anciens et nouveaux, font pries de s'aifembler en tel 
lieu et a teJle heuI'e; marquant en[uite l'objet de I'aifemblee loit 
l'eiection d'un nouveau marguillier, loit la redc!ition des co~ptes 
d'un ancien, ou enfin quelqu'autre objet de deliberation. 

s. La reponfe it cette queftion fe deduit de la precedente. 

9. Je n'ai jamais deifervi que Ste, Foye, et je ne puis donner 
d'information exacte touchant I'u/age fuivi en d'autres paroifi~J 
que la mienne. 

1 D. Jamais perfonne dans ma paroiife, depuis cinq ans que je la 
deifers, ne s'ell: plaint de n'etre point admi; aux affemblees de 
Fabrique; perfonne it ma connaiifanee n'a adopte aueune dfmar
che it cet r gard, ec je ne connai" aucune decifion des cours inter
venues fur Ie fujet. 

11. Si par cette quell:ion I'on entend demander quel droit leg
habitans notables ont de partieiper aux aifemblees de Fabrique, 
mon opinion ell: qu'ils y ont droit dans les paroiifes OU la coutume 

,immemoriale ell: de les y appe!er, mais non, dans ce!les ou la cou
tume conrraire, plus conforme, a mon avis, a nos lois fur cette 
matiere, ell: [uffisamment etablie. Mais fi la quell:ion tende a de. 
mander s'il [erait expedient de les y admettre; alors mon opinion 
ell: que eette mefure eft inutile, et prejudiciable au bien en plu
fieurs circonftances. J e dis inutile: parce que les marguilliers 
etant tous proprietaires, et les principaux proprietaires de ehaque 
paroiife, ils ont autant et plus d'interet que qui que ce foit a la doe 
adminill:ration des biens de la Fabrique : et ces biens ne pouvant 
en aucllne forte retourner a leur profit, il n'y -a aueune raifon de
fuppo[er qu'ils aient interet it les mal adminill:rer. D'ailJeurs, 
dans prefque toutes les paroiifes Ie corps des marguilliers com
prend et -renfel'me ee qu'il ya d'hommes pius notables dans chaque 
lieu; et pourtant, un homme dill:ingue et marquant, foit p~r fa for_ 
tune, foit par fes lumieres et fes connaiifanees, ell: aifure de prendre 
rang parmi les marguilliers, a un certain age, s'il fe foucie tant foit 
peu de cet honneur, et fi par une conduite fage et ref pee table il fe 
rend digne de la con fiance des habitans. A quoi fervirait-il donc de 
les y admettre par etat, par profeilion, par dill:inction legale, 
tan dis qu'ils font fUl" d'y etre admis par election, pourvu qu'ils 
veuillent s'eT! rendre dignes par leur refpeetabilite. En fecon.d 
lieu, je dis que cette mefure fera prejudiciable au bien des Fab~l
ques; car ces notables fe trouvant adjoints au corps des mal"gUlI-

X 
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second place, I fay fuch a meafure would be prejudicial to the 
welfare of the Fabriques; for thefe Notables, finding themfelves 
added to the body of Marguilliers in virtue of an entirely differ
ent title than that of the Marguilliers, for inftance, in virtue of 
their wealth, their estate, their rank, and distinction, in order, 
properly understood, to reform abufes in the admini~tration of the 
funds of the Fabrique, would not fail, in many places, to take 
precedence of the fir~t, taking the work into their own .hands, 
and endeavouring to fulfil their mission, with a tone and air con
formable to their supposed superiority. From that time forward, 
no more regularity, no more unanimity of opinion in the Fabrique 
meetings: from that time forward, two feparate parties in each 
Fabrique, who will take a pride in, and perhaps consider it their 
duty to oppofe each other, and constantly to contend with each 
otheI. 

12. From what I have just said in the preceding answer, it may 
be concluded that I will not take upon myself to point out one 
perf on ~eyond the Marguilliers to take part in the Fabrique meet
ings; the more sO that in admitting a single person who is not a 
Marguillier, there is no faying where one can stop, and juftice and 
equity would compel us, of reafon to admit all landholders indis
criminately;-for I do not fee why a Merchant, a Notary, an 
Advocate, a Physician, an Officer of Militia, a Magistrate, a Seig
neur even, should have more right to dispofe of the funds of the 
Fabrique, than an honest farmer. who, as to economy understands 
it bettef than all thole gentlemen, and as to good sense, and in
telligence, does not often rield to them hardly. In fine I am con
vinced that the revenues of the Fabriques are more fecure in the 
hands of our industrious, intelligent and laborious farmers, than in 
thofe of our Notables, according to the order of the day, with 
whom their luxury and expense often conftitute their notability. 
Let me be permitted, in conclusion to add, that, if abufes are 
found ill the administratiou of the funds of the Fabriques, which 
require to be remedied; it 'is not, in my humble opinion, that it 
is not by means of abolishing the Marguilliers, that the remedy 
ought to be. s?ught; but much rather in restraining their power, 
and constrammg them to ask for the confent of the Parish, when 
~arge and extraordinary expenfes are in consideration; by requir
mg t~lem to p~ocure the approbation of the Bishop for the internal 
repaIrs of theIr ChlJrches; or by any other similar Legislative 
provisions. By thefe means the principal abufes would be avoided, 
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lier5, a tout autre titre que les marguilliers cux-memes, a rairon 
par exemple de leurs richeiTes, de leur etat, de leur rang et qua
lite, et pour reformer, bien entendu, les abus dans I'administra
rion des biens des Fabriques, ne manqueront pas en plufieur:i lieux, 
de prendre Ie pas fur les premiers, de fe mettre a I'ouvrage et de 
s'acquitter de leur million du ton et de I'air qui conviendront a leur 
pretendue fuperiorite. Des lors plus de paix, plus d'ordre, plus 
d'unanimite de fentimens dans les aiTemblees de Fabrique : des 
lors deux corps [epares dans chaque Fabrique, et qui [e feront 
gloire, et peut-etre un devoir de s'opporer et de [e combattrc con
'~inuellement l'un l'autre. 

12. D'apres ce que je viens de dire dans la reponfe precedente, 
on lent que je ne prendrai pas fur moi de nommer une [eule per
[onne differente des marguilliers, pour prendre part aux aifemblees 
de Fabrique : d'autant plus que, fi l'on commence a y admettre 
une [eule perronne qui ne [oit pas marguillier, on ne faura p1m 
au s'am~ter, et qu'on fera force par juiticc, par equite, par rai
[on d'y admettre indiflinctement tons les proprietaire;; car je ne 
vois pas pourquoi un marchand, un notaire, un avoc3t, un doc
teur, un officier de mil ice, un magiflrat, un feigneur meme, au
rait plus de droit de dispofer cleo biens de la Fabrique, qu'un 
brave cultivateur, qui en fait cl'economie l'entend beaucoup mieux 
que tous ces mellieurs, et en fait de bon fens et d'intelligence par 
fois ne leur en cede guere. Enfin, je [uis perfuade que les reve
nus de nos Fabriques [ant beaucoup plus en flirete entre Ie, mains 
de nos cultivateurs induftrieux, [age et laborieux, qu'entre celles 
de nos notables a l'ordre du jour, dont Ie luxe et la depenfe, font 
fouvent toute la notabilite. Qu'il me foit permis d'ajouter en fi~ 
niiTant, que, fi J'on trouve dans l'adminiftration des biens des 
Fabriques, dt:s abus qui aient beloin d'etre reformes, ce n'ell: 
pas, dans mon humble opinion, par la deftruction des marguiiliers 
qu'il faudrait pro ceder a leur reformation ; mais bien plutot en 
reftreignant leur pouvoir ; en le.s ~1l:r.eiFinant a ,demander Ie c,on
fentement de la paroiiTe, quand 11 s aglralt de depenfes confid~ra
Mes et exttaordinaires ; en les obligeant d'obtenir l'approbation 
de l' Ev~qlle pour les reparations, ~nte~ieures de leurs eglifes ; au 
par quelques aut res uifpofitions leglslauves de cette forte. Par ce 
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without destroying a wife institution, sanctioned by ancient 
(uaom, and to which the Country is ftrongly attached. 

PH. ANGER, Priest. 
Sle. Foye) 10th March, 1831. 

Parish W St. Fran90is de Sales, (Isle of Orleans.) 

We do not admit here to the Fabrique meetings convoked 
either for the election of new Marguilliers, or for the rendering 
of accounts, or for any other matters w~latsoever any but the old 
and new Marguilliers, without calling upon or admitting any 
other persons. This custom appears to be as ancient as tI'e ere'C
tion of the Parish. I have looked over the Fabrique Registers 
from the time this Parish began to be regularly ferved in 1708. 
::nd I have no where found that any others have been called, or 
that any remonftrance has been made against this custom. Be
fore this I had the cure of the Parish of St. Jean, I. O. adjoiniug 
to that which I now have. The custom appears to me to have 
been the same, if reference be had to the books. As to the par
ticipation of the Notable Inhabitants in the Fabrique meetings, I 
think I may anfwer, that if by Notables is underftood, ~he Seig
neur of the place, a Magistrate, a Notary, (not a pedlar of for
mulre,) and one or more Officers of Militia, there would be no 
difficulty in admitting them to take part in the elections and de· 
liberations. Possessed of good intentions they would fometimes be 
of great use in thefe meetings; and if their intentions were evil 
they would be prevented from doing harm by the counsel of the 
lVIarguilliers :- but to admit indiscriminately every landholder, 
would be admitting nearly every individual. In some Parishes 
this would be admitting eight or nine hundred persons. Now 
what regularity could there exist in fuch a numerous affembly? 
They would no more be orderly affemblies, but indefinable mobs, 
where faction and intrigue will almost always predominate. In 
the elections of Marguilliers, parties will be found struggling with 
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moyen on parprait aux principaux abus, 
tion {age. accreditee par un long ufage, 
fortement. 

fans dctruire une infiitll
et i laq lIeile Ie pays tient 

Ste. Foye, 10 Mars 1831. 
PH. ANGER, Ptre. 

Paroisse de St. Franyois de Salle, (Isle d'Orl€ans.) 

Nous n'admettons ici dans les affembh~es de l"abrique convo
quee~,. foit pour l'eIection de nouveaux mOlrguilliers, foit pour la 
reddItl,or;t des cO,mptes ou aut res affaires quelconques, que les {euls 
margUllhers anciens et nouveaux, fans appeler ni admettre aucune 
autre perfonne. Cet ufage paralt auffi ancien que la fondation 
de la paroiffe. J'ai parcouru les livres de la Fabrique depuis Ie 
temps .:;1 ce~te paroiffe a commence a etre deffervie regulierement, 
1701:), .~ 0 e n'ai vu nulle part qu10n en ait appe\e d'autres, ni 
qu'on en ait jamais reclame contre cet ufage. J'ai deffervi prece
demment la Paroiffe St. Jean (I. d'O.,) voiline de ce\le OU je fuis 
maintenant; l'ufage m'a paru Ie meme, li 1'0n s'en rapporte a la 
tenue des livres. Quand a la participation des habitans notables 
aux affemblees de Fabrique, je crois pouvoir rcpondre que, Ii par 
notables on entend Ie feigneur du lieu, un magifirat, un notaire, 
non pas un colporteur de formule, un ou plufieurs officiers de mi
lice, il n'y aurait pas de difficulte ales admettre a prendre part 
aux elections et deliberations, Bien intentionnes, i\ feraient 
quelque fois tres·.utiles dans ces affemblees ; ayant de mauvaifes 
vues, ils feraient empeches de faire Ie mal par Ie confeil des mar
guilliers; mais admettre indifferemment tout propnetaire. ferait 
admettre a-peu-pres tout individu. Pour certaines paroiffes, ce 
ferait admettre 8 ou 900 perfonnes. Or, que! ordre peut-il y avoir 
dans une affemblee ::tuffi nombreufe? Ce ne feront plus des af
fembh!es regulieres, mais des cohues interminables, ou domineront 
prefque toujours la brigue et la cabale. On verrait des partis dans 
les elections de marguilliers lutter pendant plulieurs jOllrs l~s uns 
contre les autres, et finir par Ja violence, comme on Ie VOlt que 
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each other, and terminate in open violence, as is too often seen 
at the election of Representatives to the great detriment of good 
morals, and of the harmony which ought to prevail amongst fel
low citizens. And who will preside at fuch tumultuous meetings? 
Who will the Officers be clothed with power and authority, I 
will not lay to preferve order, but to put a stop toexceffes? 
There are abufes-they may be redressed. It is above all the 
superior ecclesiastical authority who has to look clofely to this. 
But the abufes are not fo great as it is attempted to be made be
lieve. The greater part of the Fabriques are in a profr>erous state. 
The remonstrants, if they are narrowly looked to, will be found 
to be people, who, far from being actuated by the defire of doing 
the greatest good, for the int<!rest of thdr Fabriques, feek, on the 
contrary, only to revenge themlelves for the affront they have 
received by being considered unworthy of filling a place of trust, 
in which it is defired to fee conjoined honour, integrity, and es
pecially practical religion. I have thus given in a few words my 
observations on your eleventh and twelfth questions. You will, 
I have no doubt, meet with others more sensible, but I conceived 
I ought to make them, in order to have the fatisfaction of being 
able to fay that I have difapproved, having the liberty of doing so, 
of a mea/ure which, I think, would be prejudicial to the welfare 
of the Fabriques, and of Religion. 

J. B. MARANDA, 
Priest, Curate. 

St. Fran~ois Je Sales, 21st Feby. ISSl' 

Parish of St. Franfois du Lac St. Pierre. 

Having received a letter which seems to be official, dated Clerk's 
Office, Houfe of Affembly, addreffed to " Meffire J. M. llellenger, 
Ptre Cure," (this word firuck out in order to fubfiitute,) "offi
ciating at St. Franl(ois du Lac St. Pierre" ; without entering upon: 
the merits of that address, which feems to give room to believe. 
that the fate of the Clergy is determined on, I anfwer to the 
twelve quefiions, referving to defend royfelf against a new Re
VieWe1"; experience tells us they are to be feared: we are forced 
into arena,-and " escape if you can." 
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trop fouvent dans les elections des repreft!ntans, au grand detri. 
ment des bonnes mreurs et de I'union qui doit regner entre des 
citoyens. Et qui.prefide~·ait aces aifemblee,s tum~l;ueufes? Quels 
feralent les officlers revetus de force et d autorlte pour, je ne dis 
pas Ie bon ordre, mais arreter les excEls? Ii y a des abus; on 
peut les corriger. C'eft furtout au fuperieur eccleilaftique a y voir 
de plus pres. D'ailleurs, les abu5 ne font pas auffi grand qu'on 
voudrait Ie faire croire. La plupart des Fabriques font dans un 
etat profpere • Les reclamans, (j on y regarde de pres, font des 
gens qui, bien loin d'agir par Ie delir du plus grand bit"n, pour 
l'intcrih de leurs Fabriques, ne cherchent au contraire'qu'a fe 
venger de I'injure qu'ils ont re<;ues, ayant ete juges indignes de 
remplir une place de confiance, pour laquelle on delire voir reu
nis I'honneur, I'ind:grite et furtout lareligion pratique. Voila en peu 
de mots que lIes font mes reflexions fur vos onzieme et douzieme 
queftions. Vous en trouverez de plus [ensees, je n'en doute pas; 
mais je crois devoir les faire pour avoir la fatisfaction de pouvoir 
dire que j'ai defapprouve, ayant la liberte de Ie faire, une me[ure 
,!ui, je crois, ferait prejudiciable au bien-etre des Fabriques et a 
la religion. 

J. 13. MARANDA, 
Ptre. Cure. 

St. Fran<;ois de Sales, 2J Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Franyois du Lac St. Pierre. 

Ayant re<;u une lettre qui parait officielIe, datee du Bureau du 
Greife de la Chambre d' Aifemblee, adreifee a" Meffire J. M. Bel
lenger Ptre. Cure" (ce mot raye pour y fupplcer) c, deffervant 

" ,. d St. Fran<;ois du Lac St. Pierre." Sans entrer dans Ie mente e 
cette adreffe, qui donnel'ait lieu de cro~n! qu'o~ a ~ecide ~ur Ie 
fort du c1erge, je reponds aux douze qu;~\Ons, qUltte.a me. def;?
dre contre un nouveau Reviewer; I'expenence nous faIt VOIr qu lIs 
font a craindre: on nous jette dans l'arcne ; et, sauvc-toi si til 

peux. 
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1. Here, at St Fran90is, the Marguilliers alone take part in 
the discuffion of the Fabrique affairs. . 

2. No change has occurred in this rerpeet, {ince the erection of 
the Parish, according to the memory of the oldest. 

3. The new Marguillier has always been elected at a meeting 
of old and new Marguilliers, preCided by the Cure; which meet
ing is raid to be announced at the fermon at the Parochial Mass, 
and convoked at the found of the bell, after Divine Service. 

4.5.6. Notables have never been known; their votes have 
never been received; and never has anyone prefented himfelf, 
under thctt title, at St. Franc;ois. 

7. The convocation of old and new Marguilliers, is held at the 
end of December, for the election of a new Marguillier. Another 
is held, at a period that is not fixed, to receive the accounts of the 
Marguillier going out of office; others again, at the requisition of 
the Marguilliers, as occasion may offer. 

S. I have never convoked any Notables, having never been in 
any Parishes where thofe gentlemen were convokable, or ever 
asked to be convoked. 

9. I was a Missionary for five years at Carleton, Baye Chaleur, 
and ten years Curate of St. Paul de la Valtrie; I never heard 
fpeak of Notables. I was appointed at the time of the erection of 
St. Paschal de Kamouraska, as Cure, or o.fjiciate (des~ervant,) as 
you like; there was no cufiom there; one year can not coniti
tute a cuftom. 

10. No landholder' or parishioner has, to my knowledge re
quired to be admitted to the affairs of the Fabrique. 

11. To this question I can not answer without knowing what 
is undedtood by Notable. Are they thofe who ft:l] ribbands in 
the cities, are they Shoemakers and Tailors in the country, are 
they Tavern. keepers in the villages? I want a defination. But 
I proceed to the 

12. And I allfwer. If as Notables are admitted, the Seigneurs, 
the Magistrates, and other persons in office, who do not tail to 
perform their religious duties; yes-I consid~r them as worthy 
of being admitted to the Fabrique meetings: but if perfons are 
to be received, who neither go to Mass nor to Confession, what 
would be the figure they would cut in our meetings? Let Philo-' 
sophism offer ever fo much resistance to Absolutism, a new word 
invented for sapping the foundations of Church-discipline; we 
shall yet get to the true centre unless it be desired to do away 
with religious principle. It has been studiously sought to -drive 
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~ .• lci! it St. Franc;.ois, les marg~~lliers feuis prennent part aux 
deliberatIOns des affalres de la Fabnque. 

2. Depuis l'etabliifement de la paroiife it la memoire des plus 
anciens, nul changement a cet egard. 

3. Le nouve'!'! marguilll_er a toujours ete clu par aifemblee des 
anciens et nouveaux marguilliers, prelidee par Ie Cure; laquelle 
aifemblee eft dite annoncee au prone de la Melle paroiffiale, et 
convoquee au fon de la cloche apres 1'0ffice Divin. 

4, 5, et 6. On n'a jamais connu de notables, on n'a jamais r€'. 
<]u leurs votes, et jamais perfonne ne s'eft prefente fous ce nom :i 
St. Franc;ois. 

7. La convocation des marguilliers anciens et nouveaux fe fait 
it la fin de Decembre, pour elire un nouveau marguillIer. On en 
fait une autre a temps Don fixe pour recevoir Ie. comptes du mar
guillier fortant de charge; d'autres encore a la demande des mar. 
guilliers, fui vant l' oecaGon. 

8. Jamais je n'ai convoque de notables, ne m'etant jarnais trou
ve dans des paroiifes ou ces Meffieurs fuifent convoquables, ou de
m:mdaifent a etre convoques. 

9. J'ai ete miffionnaire cinq ans a Carleton, Baie des Chaleurs, 
dik ans Cure de St. Paul de la Valtrie ; je n'ai jamais entendl] par
ler de notables. I'at ete nomme lors de I' erection de St. Paschal 
de Karnouraika pour cure ou desservant, fuivant qu'on Ie jugera a 
propos; Hi il n'y avait point de coulume, un an D'en peut former 
aueune. 

10. Aucun proprietaire ou paroiffiens, -.l rna connaiifance, a 
exige d'etre admis dans les affaires de Fabrique. 

11. A cette queftion, je ne peux repondre fans hvoir ce qu'on 
entend par notable. Sont-ce des vendeurs de rubans dans les 
villes; des cordonniers ou tailleurs dans les campagnes; des ca
bm!tiers dans les villages? II me faudrait une definition. Mais 
je me ravife fur la douzieme quefiion, et je reponds : 

12. S: on admet pour notables les feigneurs, magiftrats et autres per. 
fonnes en place, qui toute fois s'acquittent de leurs devoirs de reli. 
gion ; oui,j~ les croirai dignes d'etre admis aux a~em~lee3 de Fa~ri,. 
que ; mais fi on y rec;oit des gens comme ?n d~t qm ne vont m a 
melfe ni a confeife ; q uelle figure pourront.:ds falre dans nos aifem. 
blees ? Que Ie philofophifme fe revolte tant qu'il voudra cont~e l.'a~. 
folutifme, nouveau mot invente pour fapper les bares de la ~ISCl~h
ne ecclefiastique; on en vien?ra. toujo~r~ au vral ce~tre, ~.~?ms 
qU'on ne veuille aboUr tout prmclpe rehgleux. On s eft deja etn
die a chaifer les Cures des aifemblces de Fabriques, en declarant 

y 



170 

'the Cures away from the Fabrique meetings, by declaring that 
the Marguilliers without the Cure, might elect a new Marguillier, 
and proceed in the business of the Fabrique, and that the Mar. 
guillier in office was the Chairman of the meeting; in this cafe 
fools must thofe Curates be who would have the more than good
ness to assist at meetings, where they would be most frequently 
prefided over by a filly and ignorant Marguillier, seeing moreover 
that by the decision of the Court, they may be elebed without the 
presidency of the Curate; for what can be the cboice to be ex
pec[ed from a meeting not prefided by the Cure? The Cures 
who kept the Fabrique accounts gratis, will give them up t9 the 
Marguillier in office, who will most often, no doubt, pay dear to 
fume Notable for keeping them for him. But what will become 
of the Marguilliers in their turn? They will be ufeless beings, as 
they will be under the controul of a whole Parish, if all the free
holders are to be admitted to the rank of Notables, along with 
the owners of Cottages. They will be required to render ac
count of a curtain, of a deal-board for repairs, &c. And if any 
wide-mouthed doctor do not approve of the expenfe, (and the 
influence of thefe iina[terers in the Parishes is well known,) the 
Marguilliers must of necessity repay it. Fools then thofe would 
accept the office of Marguillier! For a whole Parish, or, if you 
please, the Notables, to controul the accounts of the Marguilliers, 
is the same thing as wanting the whole Province to controul the 
Laws and Statutes enatted by the House of Assembly. If this 
argument is not a pari, it is at least a simili. 

Jos. M. BELLENGER, Priest. 
St. Ftansois, I st March, 1831. 

Parish qf St. Franfois, Riviere du Sud. 

1. The old and new Marguilliers, and the landholders, take 
part in the de~ibera~i~~s of the Fabrique meetings of the Parish 
of St. Fran~ols, Rmere du Sud. The landholders have in all 
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que les marguilliers flOs Ie LUre pouvaient elire un nouveau mar
guillier, et proceder aux affaires de la Fabrique, et que Ie mar
guillier en charge etait prefident de I'alfemblee; en ce cas foux 
les Cures qui auraient plus que la bOllte d'affister a des affemblees 
ou ils feraiellt Ie plus fouvent preliMs par un marguillier inepte e; 
fans instruction, vu furtout que par decifion de cour on peut les 
elire fans leur prefidence ; cal' quel choix peut-on efperer d'une 
aiTemblee non pre:l:!ie par k cure ~ Les cureS qui tenaient les 
comptes de Fabrique'l..Tlltl7 les rendrons au marguillier en charge, 
qui, Ie plus fouvent, payera bien cher un notable, fans donte, 
pour les lui tenll". Mais que deviendront les marguiliiers it leur 
tour? Des ttlC'o inutiles puis qu'ils [eront (ontroles par toute une 
paroiife, {i on admet au rang des notables tons les kmc.tenanciers 
et proprietaires de ChULllTl;~.l"e.;. On leur demandera compte d'un 
rideau, d'une p':lnci>e de raccomodage, &c. Et fi quelques doc
teurs a lar6'~ gueule ne l'appro:.lvent point, (et l'on cO,"'."ait l'influ
ence qu'om ees demi-fava,,·· dans les paroiifes,) les marguilliers 
rembourferoIlt de tout'.! neceffite. Fous done, ceux qui recevraient 
la charge de marguillier! Que toute une paroiffe, ou fi l'on veut, 
que les notables contr61ent les comptes des marguilliers, c'eft vou
loir que toute la province controle les lois et ftatuts de la Cham
bre d' Aifemblee, Si cet argument n'eft pas a pari, il eft au 
moins it simi/i. 

J as. 11,'1. BELLEN GER, Ptre. 

St. Fran~oi~, ler Mz.n 1~1;)1. 

Paroisse de St. Franfois, Riviere du Sud. 

1. Les marguillier" ancien~ et nouveaux; et !t:S pl·?pricta.ires 
prennent part aux deliberations des affemb!ees de F~~n~ue de la 
Paroiffe de St. Franlfois Riviere du Sud. Led propnetalres y ont 
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cafes been admitted, and there has never been any distinction be
tween the Notable Inhabitants and the landholders. 

2. This cuftom has been established finee 1731, as may be seen 
in the Regifter of that year. No change in this cuftom 

3. The Notable Inhabitants were always called to the election 
of Marguilliers, and to the rendering of accounts before the Ces
sion of Canada to Great Britain. The Records of the Fabrique, 
and the other documents of which I am in possession do not afford 
me the means of giving further information to the Committee. 

4. 5. The Notable inhabitants, or landholders, have in no cafe 
ever ceafed from confrituting a part of the Fabrique meetings. 

6. I have myself received at the election of lVIarguiIliers the 
votes Qf other persons besides the old and new Marguilliers. 
Thefe perfons were the land proprietors of the Parish, who never 
came in large numbers; as the Parish contalOS only eighty 
farmers. 

7. 1 never convoked any Fabrique meetings without fummon
ing the Notables of the Pari,h. 

S. I never difcontinued calling the Notables to the Fabnque 
meetings in my Parish; (and the fame at Berthier.) 

9. I observed the fame cufrom at St. Fran~ois, Nouvelle-Beauce, 
a Parish where I officiated from 1816 to 1826. 

10. The Notables or Land-proprietors of this Parish, havi;' ': al
ways been called to the Fabrique meetings, there can have been 
no complaints, nor any interference by the Courts. 

11. As the old Marguilliers very often strip themselves of all 
their property by means of the custom that prevails amongst our 
cultivators of making donations to their children, it appears to me 
r~ght t.hat the landholtl~rs should be called to the meetings Be
Sides It happens sometimes that the wealthy proprietors in the 
Country are not called to fill the office of Marguilliers; (consider
ing their elevated station~,) why therefore should they be rejected 
in the Fabrique meetings, seeing that they are the largest contri
butors to the expenditure which is ordered at thofe mf'etings ? 

12. The ufage of a century calls the Parishioners here to the 
meetings. It appears to me to be difficult to define in any other 
way the word Notable. 

J. PRIMEAU, !:riest, Curate. 

St. Fran~ois, Riviere du Sud, 
I st March, 1831, 
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ete admis dans tous les cas; ct jamais iJ n'a etc hit aucune distinc .. 
tion entre habitans notables et proprietaircs. 

2. Cet ufage eft etabli depuis 1731, comme on voit par les rc
gitres de Ia dite annee. Point de ehangement a eet uiage. 

3. Les lzabitans ilotables ont toujours ete appeles a I'election 
des marguilliers et a la reddition des comptes, avant la ceffion du 
pays a'ia Grande-Bretagne. Les regitres de Fabrique, et autre, 
documens, dont je fuis eh poifeffion ne me mettent point a meme 
de donner d'autTes renfeignemens au Comite. 

4. et 5. Les habitans notableJ ou proprittaires n'ont point ceife 
de faire partie des aifemblees de Fabrique en aucun cas. 

6. J'ai rec;u moi-meme, a l'eJection de marguilliers, les votes 
d'autres perfonnes que des anciens et nouveaux marguilliers. Ce~ 
perf annes etaient des proprietaires de la paroiife, qui ne fe font 
jamais prefentes en grand nombre ; la paroiife ne cootenant que 
80 cultivateurs. 

7. Je n'ai J'" ~is convoque d'aifemb\(~es de Fabrique, fans yap
peler Jes notables de la paroiife. 

8. Je n'ai jamais ceUe d'appeler les notables aux aifembl6es de 
Fabrique dans rna paroiife. (Et auffi it Berthier ) 

9. J"ai obferve Ie meme ufage i St. Fran«ois Nouvelle-Beauce, 
paroiffe quej'ai deifervie depuis ISl6jufqu'en 1826. 

10. Les notables ou proprietaires de cette paroiife ayant tou
jours ete appeles aux aifemblees de Fabrique, il n'a pu y avoir de 
plaintes, et les cours n'ont pu intervenir. 

11. Les anciens marguilliers fe denuant tres.fouvent de toutes 
leurs propriete;, par l'ufage ou font les cultivateurs de faire dona
tion a leurs enfans, il me Faralt jufte d'appeler aux aifemblees les 
proprietaires. De plus, il arrive quelqucfois ~ue les.plus riches 
proprietaires des campagnes ne font pas appelcs a r~mph~ la c.l~arge 
de marguillier, (vu leur haut.e fituatH~n,) ,pOU:qUOl feraJent-hs r~
jetes des aifembJees de Fabnque, pUlrqu lIs iont les plus contn
buables dans les depenfes qU'ordonnent les dites aifemblees ? 

12. Un ufage d'un fiecle appelle ici les paroiiliens aux aifem
blees. II me parait diffieile de determiner d'une autre maniere Ie 

mot notable. 

J. PRIMEAU, Ptre. Cure. 

St. Fran«ois, Riviere du Sud, 
ler Mars 1831. 
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Parish qf St. Franfois, NoU'velle-Beauce. 

I have the honour to inform the Committee that the custom 
established in the Parish of St. Frangois d' Assise Nouvelle Beauce, 
is to call none but the old and new Marguilliers to the Fabrique 
meetings, as appears by the Regifter of 1786, which is the oldest 
Register to be found in the archives, 

2. That the old and new MarguiUiers Jb1e have always taken 
part in the deliberations and at the rend~rillg of accounts, and that 
to th,~ gem'nl ~3ti,faction of the inhabitants of the faid Parish. 

g. That the N;:;'lat.;E'~:1'1 [i')t be admitted to them, feeing the 
difficulty of prorc-rly ;:;;fl:'f,!g'!!"~ling them, and designating them 
in our Parish\l, wh:;n~ the j>·hab').:\i.lt~ are all equal, and only differ 
by a li,ti(, largEr or tCLie frnaller income. Add to this the diffi
culties wh:'.h woud arife frr,;;} ha'Jing to confalt too large a num
ber of ignorant peOpiE', (,u matters that ~r,:: already 00 troubkfome, 
and fa much entangled for the moll: part, that they ufually require 
persons of intelligence, and [uch as are accuftomed to the manage
ment of affairs. 

Ls. ANT. MONTMINY, Priest. 

St. Franljois, 27th Feby. 1831. 

Parish Q[ St. Genevieve, (Isle of Montreal.) 

]. The persons wI:) take part in tbe deliberations of the Fabrique 
meetings in my Parish ore I he old and new Marguilliers. The Parish. 
ioners are not admitted tu them. 

2. The custom in my P:ll'ish, 2.c,~ordi"g to the testimony of the oldest 
Marguilliers who ~'e upw:trC[; of nlOety years of age, has always been 
Dot to admit anyone to the Fabrique meetings but the old and new 
Marguilliers. 

3. The Book of the Minutes of the Fabrique, previOllS to the Cession 
of Canada to Great Britain, is "1'ly sigl!ed by the old and new Mar. 
guiliiers, ,and the name of not one Notable is to be seen in it. 

~, Tht: Notable Inhabitants have never made a part of the Fabrique 
me,:lng'I becau&~ they b~.ve never been admitted thereto. 
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Paroisse de St. Fmnfois, NOltvc/!c-Bertllcc. 
J'ai I'honneur d'informer Ie Comite que Fufage etabli dans la 

Paroiffe St. Fra?4iois d' A~isse, Nouve]le-~eauce, eft de n'appe
Ier aux affemblees de Fabnque que les anCIens et nouveaux mar
guilliers, comme iI appert par Ie regitre de 1786 ; Ie plus ancien 
regitre qui fe trouve dans les archives. 

2. Que les feuls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux ont toujours 
eu part :lUX df:liberations et a la reddition des comptes, et ce it la 
fatisfaction generale des habitans de la fusdite paroiffe. 

3. Que I'on ne peut y admeltre les notables, vu la difficu]te de 
bien les diftinguer et les qualifier dans nos paroiffes, ou les habi. 
tans font taus egaux, et ne different que par un peu plus ou '.
peu moins de revenu. Ajoutez it cela les difficultes que ferait nai
tre Ie trop grand nombre d'ignorans confultes pour des affaires de
ja trop embarraffantes et fi embrOllillees pour la plupart, et qui de~ 
manderaient pour l'ordinaire des perfonnes inftruites et aecoutu
mees a conduire des affaires. 

Ls .. A-a, lHONTlVHNY, Ptre. 

St. Fran\iois, 27 Fevrier 183!. 

1. I.es personnes qui ilfer:nent part aux. dichbtr'l;iona des <\ssen,bleee 
de Fabrique dans ma paroi.ast sont. les 'wc,':i::J et nouveaux margUllhers. 
Les paroissiens n'y sont pawt admlS. ., y. 

2. L'usage dans ma paroisse, au rapport des plu& anclens margUlLlers, 
qui ant quatre-vingt-dix "fiB pass~s, a toujours etc!: d~ n'~dmettre aux a~' 
sembleesde F3briquc que les anciens et nouveaulC 'TIer.sidllor;, 

3. Le livre des deliberatioils de Fabrique, avant la ces,;op. dll pa;:".R 12, 
Grande- Bretagne, n'est sign€ qne des anciens n llDuvewx <n3' ;!,"C:Ilhers, 
et I'on n'y vait point Ie, nom d'aucul1 notahle., ., ,. ,. ,_ 

4. Tarnai, ici ies habltaos ;)otables or,t L,,( partie ues Clsserr.).!k,s JL 

Fabrique, parce qu'ils n'onl !~m:\ls ete ,,,Imis r"U[ ceLl 
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5. I give my notices for the convocation of Fabrique meetings, in the 
same manner as all my predecessors in this Parish have done. There 
hase neVErI" been any orders or injunctions from any authority whatsoever, 
for changing the mode of convocation .. 

6. I have never received at the election of Marguilliers, the votes of 
any other persons than those of the old and new Marguilliers. 

7. This is the formula that has always been in use here, for con'Voking 
Fabrique meetings: it is that which I follow :-" After Mass there will 
be a meeting of old and new Marguilliers at the Sacristy, for the elec. 
tion of a new Marguillier, or for the r~ndering of accounts", &c. &c. 

8. I have never summoned the Notables to the Fabrique meetings in 
my Parish, because I did not wish to change the rule established before 
me. 

9. In all t.he Parishes in which I have officiated, I found the same 
custom establish~d as here, excepting at St. Laurent, Ille of Montreal, 
where the custom is to assemble all the Parish, for the election of a Mar. 
guillier alone. This meeting is a disorderly one; The persons who are 
taken for Marguilliers are ~lmost alw>:'s the least respectable 011 every 
acconnt, for instance, drunkards, insolvents, &c. &c. 

10. In my Parish one man only has complained of being excluded 
from the Fabrique m~p,tjng~. This man is notorious throughout the 
whole Parish for his litigious disposition; all the inhabitants detest him, 
and even avoid his company. He has taken the advice of Lawyers 
whether he could not come to the Fabrique meetings- I do not know 
~hat answer they gave him; I have \Jot heard any thing said about it 
SInce. 

11. In my humble opinion, the CURlom as established in every Parish 
ought to be kept up without innovation: there where the customs ex· 
ists of calling the Notables let them be continued to be caJted, and where 
it is not the custom let it not be done. Your Committee will easily per· 
ceive that those Parishes where it is the custom to assemble all the land· 
holders for the election of a Marguillier or the rendering of accounts, 
are not the best off in their concerns, but much worse off than those 
whele only the old and flew Marguilliers are called in. Besiues would it 
be consistent with prudence to count out before an assembled public the 
money that was in the chest? to let the whole Parish know the spot 
where it is deposited? Vvhich would be the case if we were obliged to 
admit the public to the rendering of the accounts of the MargUllliers. 
Moreover, it does not appear to Ole that the Notable Inhabitants have 
any reason to complain of being excluded from the meetings. When 
any tbing considerable is to be affected in a Parish; if a Churcb is to be 
built, or a Presbytery, or a Burying.ground, or any considerable repairs 
to be made, such as roofing the Church; the whole Parish is always con
vened; Trustees are appointed who are chosen by a majority of votes; 



177 

5: Je fais .~es an,nonces pour. convoque~ 1;8 a~semblee8 de Fabrique de 
la meme man~ere qu ont tous fait mes predecesseurs dans cetle paroisse. 
II lI'y a jamals eu d'ordres IIi d'injollclion d'une autoritc quelconquc pour 
changer Ie mode de convocation. 

6. Je n'ai jamais re'tu a l'elcction des marguilliers lei votes d'autres 
personnes que des anciens et nouveaux: marguilliers. 

7. Voici la formule qui a toUjOltrS ere en usage ici pour convoquer les 
assemblees de Fabrique ; c'est celIe que j'observe: " Ii y aura, apre> la 
Messe, une assemblee des anciens et nouveaux: margnilliers a la Sacristie 
pour I'election d'un nouveau margnillier, au pour la redditicHl des cowp~ 
tes," etc., etc., etc. 

S. Je ~'ai jamais appele les notables aux assemblees de Fabrique dans 
rna. parOisse, parce que je n'ai pas voulu changer I'ordre etabli avant 
mOl. 

9· Dans tOUles les paroisses que j'ai desservies, j'ai trouve Ie rnerne 
usage qu'iei, exCeptea Sr. Laurent de I'lle de Montreal. au I'usage est 
d'assembler toute la paroisse, pour l'eIecticn d'un marguilIier seulement. 
Celte assembIee est une assemblee de desordre. Les personnes que I'on 
prend pour marguilliers y sont presque toujours des maillS respeetables, 
sous tous les rapports ; v. g. des ivrognes, des insolvable" elc., etc. 

TO. Dans ma paroisse, un seul homme s'est plaint d'etre exclu des as
semblees de Fabriqne: eet hom me est bien connu par toute rna paroisse 
pour son amour pour les proces ; taus les hllbitans Ie detestent et fllient 
meme sa compagnie. II a consulte messieurs les avocats pour savoir s'il 
pouvait venir aux: assemblees de Fabriqueo Je ne sais queUe reponse on 
lui a donnee ; je n'en ai jamais entendu parler depuis. 

11· Dans mon humble opinion, il me semble que I'on doit s'en tenir a 
l'usage etabli dans chaque paroisse ; sans rieo innover au l'usage est e· 
tabli d'appeler les notable~, de continuer ales y "ppeler, et ou ce n'est 
point l'nsage, de ne point Ie faire. V otre Comite peut voir facilemenr, 
en y faisant attention, que les paroisses au il est d'usage d'assembler taus 
les proprie[aires pour I'election d'uo marguillier, au la reddition des 
comptes, ne sont pas les mieux: dans leurs affailes, mais bien pl~s mal 
que celles ou Pan n'assemble que les anciens et nouveaux margUllhers. 
D'ailleurs, se~ait-il prudent de compteI' devant tout un public I'argent 
d u coffre? de laisser voir a toure une paroisse la place au on Ie met ? Ce 
qui aurait lieu si l'on etait oblige d'admettre Ie public pour la redd!tion 
des comptes des marguilliers. De plus, il me semble qu~ !es habllal:s 
notables n'ont point a se plaindre d'etre e~clus. des assembkes ;. quand ~l 
s'agit de quelque cho~e de consider~ble a fal~e d~~s une parOlsse ; s'}1 
s'agit de faire une eglis~, un presbytere, un Clmetlere, au quelques reo 
parations considerables, comme couverture d'u~e e~lise, on a~s~~ble 
toujours toute une paroisse; on y fait de& s~ndles qUI sont cho~s,s a fa 
pluralitc des voix , mais assembler une parol sse pour la reddltlOJ1 des 
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but ought a whole Parish to be convened for receiving the aCC?UIlIS of the 
Marguilliers? which would be calling together a whole Parish to look 
after the wax tapers, the decorations, the linen, which the Fabrique may 
have purchased in the course of the year, and into other similar items, 
which would seem to me to be a drollthmg. If the question is as to an 
Arch in the Church, will the Notable Inhabitants have more taste than 
the Marguilliers? that is what I can't know. When the Marguilliers 
of the cure of Quebec had the Arch built in the Church, the whole 
City was againH it; but it waB dane, and then all the world were satis
fied. If at that time the whole town had been called together, for the 
making of the Arch, all the Notables wOuld have opposed it. The same 
thing will happen in t:le Couvry, if we are obliged to call the Notable 
Inhabitants togeth,~. The Margllilliers constitute a body in the Parish 
which manage the revenues of the Fabrique and not the revenues of the 
public. The pew.rents, and the ca"ilal receipt~ are rot gifts made by 
individuak to the Fabrique :-they give for the purpose of having or 
possessing; and it is that income that OUl' Marguilliers make use of in 
that wh:ch is required for the decency of LivinC' Wwship. Besides the 
}'abrique accounts are revised and approved of by tli.: Bishops at their 
visitau'Jns. If any thing be to be done, it might be to appoint several 
ger.tlemen of science and taste to adOpt pIal,;; "'r the adornmen~ of the 
Churches of the Province; we should not then see so many ill-conceived 
ornaments as are to be met with in the greatest number of our Churches, 
bllt in this re,pect the Notables do not know more than the Marguil. 
Iiers. 

Ls. M. LEFEBVRE, Priest. 

Parish Qf St. Edouard de Gentilly. 

TI.le old. and :ew Marguilliers have only assisted 2.t the Fabrique 
n:eetlllgs sltlce 1,95 .that 1 have had the cure of the Parish of Gentilly, 
eJ!.her fO.r the rend~r1Og of accounts or for the ejection of Marguilliers. 
The. Par~sh h.as e~lsted sillce ] 784; .and until! i95 when I began to 

offiCIate ~n tIllS ~arlSh, I find no entry 10 the RegISter of any election of 
Ma~gl1llhcrs until 1 i95. Before me, in the entries respecting the ren
denng of accounts mention is made of the old c.nd new Marguilliers and 
the inhabitants of this Parish; and I conformed myself to that custom 
for some years; but the terms of the convocation have not always been 
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ebrnples des marguilliers, veut dire assembler une parois<e pour examiner 
les cierges, les ornemens et Ie linge qu'llne Fabrique se sera procures 
dans Ie cours de l'aonee, et venir aux autres depenses a-:' '_, ,,·~s sem
blables ; ce qui me parai! plaIsant. S'il s'agit d'une vout~ da~s l'eglise 
les habitau s notables aurom-ils plus de gout que tous Ies marcrUllliers ? 
C'est ce que j'ignore. Quand les marguilliers de la cure de Q~ebec oot 
fait faire la voure de l'eglise, toule la ville s'y est opposee ; la chose s'est 
faite, tout Ie monde a ere content. Si 1'on eut alors assemble toute la 
ville pour faire la volite comme elle est, tons Ies notables s'y seraient op_ 
p~ses: la meme chose aura lieu dans nos canJpagnes, si 1'on est oblige 
d'asiembler Ies habitans notables. Les marguill1ers forment un corps 
daos'une paroisse, qui gere les revenus d'une Fabrique, et non point ceux 
du public. La rente des bancs et It' casuel lie sont pas des dons que des 
particuliers font a une Fabrique : ils donnent pour avoir all pour posse
der ; et c'est ce reVeJlll ql!e nos marguilliers emploient pour ce qui est 
necessaire pour]a decence ,'u culte Divin; d'allieurs, les com pIe, des 
Fabriques sont reljus et approllves par les evi':CJues dans leur visite. S'il 
y avait quelque chose a refaire, ce sera:t de nc -,1mer plusieurs messieurs 
IIlstruits et de gout pour prescrire quel plan on doit suivre pour la deco
ration des eglises de la province; un roe verrait pas tant de mauvais ou
vrage qu'il yen a dans la plupart de nos eglises j mais eo ceci les notables 
n'y entendent pas plus que les marguil1iers. 

Ls. M. LEFEBVRE, Ptre. 

Paroisse de St. Edouard de Gentilly. 

Les anciens et nouvea'1X maq:(uilliers ant seuls assiste aux asqemblees 
de Fabrique, depui& 1795 que je dessers la Paroisse de Gentllly, sOlt 
pour la reddition des compte';, coit pour ]'clectJon des mar.gll.llliers. L: 
paroisse existe depuis 1784 ; et jusqu'.i:t l'a?nee } 795, OU(~1 com~:nce 
It desservir Ia paroisse, je ne trouye pOint d eolree sur Ie reg,Hre, d elec
tion de marguilliers jusqu'a 1.195 •. Avant moi, dans les entrees de .reddl o 

lion de compte, it est questlOn des ~nclens et nou~eaux margUllhers et 
habitans de cette paroisse ; je me SUlS conf~rm6 ,a eet usage,penda,o~ 
quelques annees ; mais les termes de convocation n ant pas tOlJJOLlr~ ete 
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the same; and if there has been a change in this respect, it has beeul1n. 
intentional on my part; perhaps I may have done 80 in order to be con
formable to the customs followed in other Parishes; perhaps also from 
the uncertainty In which I o/as thrown by my not knowing the law and 
the customs of the Country. Nevertheless in whatever way the convo
cations were made, the old and new Marguilliers have alone given their 
votes, and deliberated at the Fabrique meetings. I find in the Register 
the signatures of one or two No.tables in one or two meetings, but I be. 
lieve that they only signed as witnesses; and I have no knowledge that 
they voted. It has s~veral times occurred that persons have been at t/;;e 
meetings, who were lIot l'Iiarguilliers, but they never voted. 1 officiated 
for several years at St. Pierre; I think I found the Game customs there 
as here. 1 have not !'eard of any complaint; there has been no law.suit, 
and consequently no decision of a Court as to the Fabrique meetings. 
Peace and unanimity have always prevailed in the Parish, and it follows 
that the custom for the old and new Marguilliers alone to corne to the 
meetings, without, however, any person else being ever excluded, is that 
which ought to be followed ::IS beIng the least subjected to inconvenience. 
1t appears to me to be a diiTIcult thing to point out the Notables that 
might be admitted to the me€tings. The election of the Marguilliers 
would appear to me to be an adequate qualification, as the inhabitants 
and landholders mutually know each other better, and the proof of this 
is, that since I have been here, the elections have always fallen upon 
respectable persons, and that others, qualified in point of fortune, &c., 
and in whob~ favour I should not have hesitated in giving my opinion, 
have never even been proposed; whilst I afterwards pelceived that the 
people were in the right. 

COURTIN, Priest. 

St. Edouard de Gentilly, 2d March, 1831. 

Parish Q/ St. Gervais. 

1. I have been Cure of St. Gervais since 1806, and I have followed 
the mode of convocation which I found established for the election of 
t he .:rvI~rguilliers and the rendering of accounts, since the erection of this 
Palish III 1780; that is to say; "at the close of the Mass the old and 
[Ie w Marguilliers are requested to meet at the Sacristy, at :he sound of 
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ulliformes, et s'il ya eu quelque changell1ent a cet egard. cela a ete sans 
aucun motif d~ .rna part; peut·etre l'aurais-je fait pour me conformer 
auX usages SUiVIS dans d'autres paroisses; peut-etre aussi a cause de 
I'incertitude au me jetait la non connaissance de la loi et des usages ':u 
pays. Cependant, de quelque maniere que la convocation ait ete faite 
les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers ant toujours ete les seuls qui f..ien~ 
donne leurs votes, et delibere dans les assemblees de Fabrique. Je trollve 
dans les regitre, la signature d'uu au deux notables clans uoe au deux: 
assemblees I mais jecrois qu'ils y ant signe corr"ne temoins; je n'ai pas 
connaissance qu'ils aient vote. II s'est rencontre plusieurs fois dans les 
assembIees, des gens qui n'etaient point marguilliers; mais ils n'ont ja. 
mais vote. J'ai desservi St. Pierre pendant plusieuri annees, je crois 
avoir trouve les memes usages qu'ici. Je n'ai entendu aucune plainte ; 
II n'y a eu aucun proces, et par consequent aucune decision de cour tou
chant les assemblees de Fabrique. La paix, la concorde ant toujours 
regne daas celte panisse ; et par consequent l'usage que les anciens et 
nouveaux margllilliers ant de se presenter seuls aux assembli?es, sans en 
avair jamais exclu personne, est celui qui devrait etre suivi, com me etant 
mains sujet a aucun incop.venient. II me paraH difficile de qualifier les 
notables qu'on voudrait admettre aux assemblees. L'election des mar
guilliers serait, s_uivant m(li, une qualification suffisante, les habitans et 
prOprielilires se connaissant mieux entre eux, et la preuve de cela, depuis 
que je suis ici, c'est que les elections sont toujours tombees sur des per
sonnes respectables, et que d'autres, qualifies par leur fortune, etc. et 
pour lesquels je n'aurais point hesite de manifester mon opinio.n, n'o~t ja
mais et6 proposes; et i'ai reconnu dans la suite que les gens avalent raIson. 

COURTIN, Ptre. 

St. Edouard de GentilIy, 2 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Gervais. 

1. Que je auis Cure de St. Gervais depuis 1806, et que j'ai suivi.le 
mode de convocation que j'ai trouve etabli ~our l'clection d~ margUilher 
et la reddition des comptes, depuis la fondatlOn de c~tt.e parols.se en 1780, 
c'est.l\-dire : " A I'issue de la Messe, les margUilhers ancIens et nou
veaux sont pries de s'assembler a la Sacristie, au ~on de la cloche, pour 
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the bell, to proceed to the election of a new Marguillier, or for auditing· 
and allowing the accounts of the Marguilliers Accountant." 

2. This custom has been established since 1781, for the first election 
was made in 1780, as it appears by the Fabrique Register, by the Curate, 
the Trustees, and the Captain of the new Parish, there being as yet no 
Marguilliers. This mode of election and of rendering of accounts, lasted 
till 1783, "hen the lVIarguilliers along with the Cure composed the meet· 
ing for the aforesaid purposes. 

3. The Parish of St. Gervais not having existed earlier than 1780, 
there are no anterior data respecting the usages in question. 

4. The Notables never having been summoned no period can be stated 
when they ceased to be summoned. 

5. The answer to this question is included in the preceding one. 
The custom has been uniformly observed. 

6. ,\Vhen the q'Jestion occurs of pl'rforming works of importance, 
such as tl:e Sacristy, tl e arch of the Church, pulpit, clock, altar, or 
other work of C0115equence, 1 have convened at the sermon General 
meetings, at the sound of the bell, and twice, that is in 1816, and in 
1818, in which the occasion happened at the same time, for the election 
of the Marguillier, and the rendering of accounts. 

7, Excepting on the above mentIOned occasions, I have always given 
notice, either for the election of the Marguillier, or for the rendering of 
accounts in these terms :-" The old and new Marguilliers are requested 
to meet at the Sacristy, at the close of Mass, either for electing a Mar
guillier, or ior the rendering of accounts, and always the bell ringing. 

8. I never convoked the Notables, but on the occasions stated in my· 
answer to the sixth question. 

9. I was for seven years Cure at Les Eboulemens; I there found the 
custom established since the original oection of the Parish, which is 
within a little a& ancient as the settlemont of the Country, to convoke 
only the old and new Marguilliers, either for electing the Marguillier, 
or for rendering his accounts. ,Vhen I was Cure at Les Eboulemeos I 
officiated also, for five years, at the Parish of St. Etienne de Malbaie, 
that is to say from 1791 to li96. Th:s Parish has been erected since 
the Cession of Canada to Great Britain: the same custom for electing a 
Marguillier, and for receiving the accounts, prevailed, and I followed it. 
From the cure of Les Eboulemens, I was translated ill 1793, to that of 
St. Antoine de Tilly, where 1 remained ti1l1S06. The custom establish. 
ed from time immemorial is to convoke none but the old and new Mar
guilliere, either for the election of the Marguillier, or for the rendering of 
the accounts, which custom I always followed. 

10. Some landholders did last y(:ar, take some steps to get admittance 
int~ the meetings for ejection and for the rendering of accounts; but" 
~avmg convo.ked at the ~ermon, at the sound of the bell, a general meet. 
m~, ~nd havlOg communtcated to them the written opinions I had ob· 
tamed from Lawver~ whom I had consulted ad hoc, they went away 
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prcceder a ['election d'un nouveau mar<ruillier ou pour ou'ir et allouer 
Ies compte~ du marb'uillier comptable." b , 

:: C~t mage est babE depuis 1781, c~r In premiere election en 1780 
a et~ faHe, co~me II app,er~ Pol' Ie regltl'e de la Fahrique, par M. I" 
Cure, les syndIc,s ~t Ie capltalne de , .... nouvelle !laroisse, Il'y ayant point 
encore de margUllhers. C .. mode d'clection ~t de reddition des comptes 
a dure jU3qu'en 1783, ou Ie;; seuls marguiliIers avec M. Ie Cure ont com~ 
pose l'assembICe pour les IIllS susdites. 

3. La Pa;oisse ,d~ St. GervaIS n'exis'ant que dcpuis 1780, il n'y a 
aucune donnee antenellre pour les usages ell question. 

4. Le~ .notables n'y ap~t point etc appeies, on ne pent assigoer d'e
poque ou :Is ont cesse de I'etre. 

5. La reponse a cette question rentredans la precedente : I'usage a ete 
maintenll ulliformcment. 

e. Quand il a ete question de faire des ouvrages considerables, tels 
q\le sacristie, voute de l'eg!Jse, tribune, clacher, relable, OU autre ou
vrage de grande conSeqUe:1Ce, j'oi convoqlle des assemblees generales au 
prone et au son de la cloche, et deux fois, c'est-a-dire en 1816 et 1818, 
dans lesquelles par occasion eurent lieu l'election du marguillier et la 
I'eddition des comptes. 

7. EXCeple les cal sus mentionnes, j'ai toujours fait l'annonce, soit 
pour I'election du marguillier, soit pour la reddition des comptes, en ces 
lennes : "Les marguilliers anciens et n'Juveaux SO!1t pries de s'assembler 
a la Sacristie, a)'., ,le de la Messe, soit pour elire un marguillier, sait 
pour la reddition des comples, et toujours la cloche sonnant." 

8. Je n'ai jamais convoque les notables que dans les cas mentionnes a 
la sixiemp question. 

9. J'ai ete sept ans Cure des Eboulemens. j'y ai trouve I'll sage etabli 
depuis l'origine de la fondalion de ce'c paroisse, aussi ancienne a quel
que chose pr s que I'etabhssement ,.,' pays, qui etait de convoquer Seu
lement les marguilliers anciens et nouvc:,UX, soit pour elire Ie marguilIier, 
soit pour rendre ses comptes. Elant Cure des Eb"l,jemens, j'ai des
servi la Paroisse de St. Ltienne de la Malbaie I'espace de cinq ans, c'est~ 
a-dire, depuis 1791 jusqu'en 1796. Cette paroisse est erigee depuis la 
(:ession du pays ala Grande.Eretagne j Ie rueme mode pour elire un mar
guiIIier et rendre les comptes y bait en usage, et je I'y ai maintenu. De 
la cure des Ebo:llemens, j'ai ete nomme en 17~8 a ceile de St. Antoine 
de Tilly, fill. j'ai ele jusqu'en 18~6. L'usagc etabli de.t~mps immemo
rial est de convoquer les seuls ancIens et nO:Jveaux margllllhclil, tant pour 
I'election du margniIlier que pour la reddition des c.omptes ; lequel usage 
j'ai to".ljours suivi. 

10. Quelque,~ proprietaires firent, ~'an dernier, qll~l<fues demarches 
pour etre admi~ aux assembl~es d'electlOn ou de redcnIon des comptes : 
mais ayant convoque au prone, au son de la ~loche, une assemb.lee ge
nbale, ou leur ayant fait part d'une consultauon d'hom'I1Q~ de I~IS, que 
j'avais consultes ad hoc, ils se retirerent tous paisibIe-nellt et plelllement 
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very peaceably, and flilly satisfied, le.aving me alone wit.~ .the old and ne~ 
Marguilliers to proceed to the electwn of the MargUlllter, and to audIt 
the accounts. 

11. Not havil~g met with any thing unpleasant in following the man-
ner of meetincrs hitherto established, I cannot take up:n myself to exprpss 
any opinion a~ to the participation of the Notable Inhabitants in the Fa
brique meetings. 

12. I must say the same thing as to those whom it ~ay be wished to 
admit fiS Notables: this question is one of too great delicacy. 

St. Gervais, 20th February, 1831. 

PAQUET, Priest, 
Cure of ~t. Gervais. 

Parish Q/ St. Gregoire. 

1. The persol'ls who take part in the deliberations of the Fabrique 
meetings in the Parish of St. Gregoire, are the .old and new Marguilliers, 
the Notables and the Elders of the Parish. The Notable Inhabitants 
are admitted in all cases, for the election of Marguilliers; for the render
ing of accounts, and for deliberating upon every other matter. These 
Notables in this Parish are all the inhabitants who are landholders. 

~: This custom has been established since 1803, the year when the 
three first Marguilliers of the Parish wele appointed. At the meedngs 
for the election of Marguilliers, from 1803 to 1830, I only perceive tbat 
in the two years of 1817.and I t;18, there is no mention made of Notables. 
At the meetings for the rendering of accuunts every year \mtil 1816, I 
find in the Registers, the names of olher inhabitants besides the Mar
guilliers, and from 18!] to 1830, I seein the years 1818,1820,1822, 
18'23, and 1830, there were other inhabitants besides the Marguilliers, 
at the rendering of accounts. At the other meetings for deliberating 
on other matters concerning the Fabrique. 1 perceive that, with one or 
two exceptions, the Notables were always present. 

S. I ha~e not a~ly docu~ents in my possession which put it in my 
power to gIve any IOformatlon to the Committee as to what is enquired 
into by the third question. 

4. I can not say to what cause can be ascribed the non-attendance of 
the Notables at the seven or eight meetings mentioned above. 
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satisfaits, me laissant seul avec les marguilJiers anciens et nOllveOllX ' 
'd '1"1 'd 'II' " ,POUt proce er a e ectton 'u margul IeI' et ou'il' leo comptes. 

t1. N'ayant jamais ~prouve de deplaisir en suivant Ie mode d'assem
blee etabli jnsqu'a present,je ne puis prendre sur moi d'emettre une opi
nion sur la participation des habitans notables aux assemblees des Fabri
ques. 

12. Je dirai la m~me chose sur ceux qu'il faudrait admettre comme 
notables; cette question est trop delicate. 

PAQUET, Plre. 

St. Gervais, 20 Fevrier 1831. 
Cure de Saint-Gervais. 

Paroisse de St. Gregoire. 

1. Les personnes qui prel'nent part aux deliberations des assemblees de 
Fabr!que, dans la Paroisse de Sf. Gregoire, sont les marguilliers anciene 
et nouveaux, les notables et les anciens de la paroisse. Lea habitans no
tables y sont admis dans tous les cas, et pJur l'election des marguilI:ers 
et pour la reddition des comptes, et pour df:liberer sur tonte autre af. 
faire. Ces notables dans celte paroisse sont tous les habitans proprie
taires de fonds, 

2. eet usage est etabli depuis 1803, annee ou l'on a elu les troi-s4're
miers marguilliers de la paroisse. Aux assemblees pour election de mar. 
guilliers, depuis 1803 jusqu'en 1830, je ne vois que les deux annees 1817 
et 1818, ou II n'est point fait mention de notables' Aux assemblees ppur 
reddition de comptes, chaque anIlee jllsqu'en 1816, outre les marguil
Eers, je '-'ois dans les regltres les noms d'autres habi~al's, et depuis 1817 
jusqu'en 1830, je vois les annees 1818, 1820, 1822, 1823, 1830, ou 
il s'eH trouve d'autres habitans avec les marguilliers pour la reddition 
des comptes. Aux autres assemblees pour deliberer sur d'autres affaires 
de Fabrique, a une ou deux exceptions pres, les notables s'y sont tou
jours trouves. 

3. Je n'ai en rna possession aUCllllS documens qui me mettent a portee 
de donner au Comite des renseignemens sur ce qui est demande par la 
troisieme question. , ' . 

4. Je ne saurais dire it queUe cause il faut attnbuer la non assutance 
des notables aux 7 ou 8 assemblees mentionnees plus haut. 

2A 
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5. The change that took place in thoae above mentioned seven or 
eight meetings held in the aforesaid yellrs was not owing to any decision a 
of CourtS of Justice, or to any orders from any authority. I can not 
say whether on the oeca.i.ln of those seven or eight meetings, -there was 
any change in.tlle mr.d~ of co~,vocation made at ~he seemon, either,in
telllionally or Inadvertently. I have no documents III my hands toenoole 
me to say whether there was allY change ill the mode of c0nvocatioD 
Illade at the sermon. 

6. I have myself always received the votes at the election of the Mar
guilliers. I received the vutes of other per~ons besides those of the old 
and n,'w Marguilliers; these per~ons were inhabitants of the Parish, 
proprietors of land; alJd, for a little more than !line years that [ have 
been Cblre here, there has been only one election at which T reckoned 
more than thirty voters; in general the number is between twenty and 
thirty. 

7. It is myself who has always made at the sermon, the convocation 
of the Fabrique meetings; and I make this Cllnvocation in these terms: 
.. The old alld new MZlI gudliers, the Notables, alid I h" Elden of the 
Parioh, ale requested tv meet, at the sound uf the hell, at the close of 
Graud Ma'5, to proceed to the ele~,iu(l of a new l\h'gu.Jlier-for receiv. 
ing the accuunt, uf N , Marguillier ill <dEce for the last year." In other 
ca,es I say" -to deltberate upon t he affairs of the Fabrique." 

8. Since 1 have held t nis Cllre I have called the Notables to the Fa
brique meetings of the Parish; I have not ciibcoritinued call1llg them; 
and I have received no instructions on thIS sul;lject. 

9. At the Missions of BOIlaventure and of l'aspcbiac, and in the Pa
rish of St. Luc, where I nreviously officiated, I have no knowledge that 
any others but t!.e <lid and new Margui\liers took part in t he deliberations 
of the Fabrique meetingo, or that the Notables ever came to them. I 
think that those u,ages existed from the commencement of the said Pa
ribh and of the said MlsslolJs. 

10. It appears, from the information I have obtained, that the change 
that took place in 1817 ami 1 S 18, wi: h res pect to the electiun of the 
Marguillier was taken notice of, aud proved displeasing to some; but 
no decisions of any Courts have intervened on this subject. 

11. According to me, there ought to be a distiuctlOn between Fa. 
brique mee; ings and Parish meetillgs. If) as is the case here, the Nota. 
bles are called to the. l<'abrique meetings, that distinction is destroyed. 
This title of Notable IS not too easy to defint? I do not see what law, 
or what custom even, sh~uld prevent heads of families, who possess land, 
and even heads of famlhes wllhout property, and even young unmarried 
men ,jf age, who are not landholders, from voting as Parishioners in the 
meetings to which the Notables are convened, proVided tbat there is no 
question oflevymg rates upon propeny for matters connected with Di, 
vine Worship. In such a case it would be manifestly an abuse to call ill 
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5. Ce changement qui a eu lieu aces 7 ou 8 asscmbIees mentionees 
et lenues fn les annees 5usdites, n'est point dtt a des decisions de cour~ 
de justice au a dt's ordrEs de quelque alllorite Je ne puis dire si lars de 
ces 7 ou 8 asselnblees il y a eu quelque changement dans Ie mode de 
convocation faite au pl6ne, a dessein ou par inadvertarlce. .le n'ai eu
tre les mains aucuns doc.umens qui me met tent a me me de dire qu'il y ait 
eu ql1elque changement dans Ie mode de convocation faite au prone. 

6. C'est moi meme qui, a I'election des marg'lilliers, ai toujoura reC;u 
les votes. J'ai rec;u les votes d'aUlres personnes qne c'anciens et nou
veaux rnarguilliers; ces persGnnes etaient des h'abitans de la par0is~e, 
p~op.rietaires de funds; et depuis un peu plus de npuf ano que je suis Cure 
l~r, II n'y a qu'une electiJn au je compte plu, de 30 votans; en g!'lleraf, 
c est entre 20 et 30. 

7. C'est mGi-meme qui ai toujours fait au prol1e la convocation des as
semblees de Fabrique ; pt je fais cette conVOC:l!lun en ces lerlTles ; "Les 
margllillie .. s anciens et nouveaux, les notables el les 'lnciens de 1a paro!sse 
sont pries de s'as.emblet· au son de la c\f)che a l'i,SllC de fa G! and' Me:i~e. 
pour pl0ceJer a i'electi'ln d'un nOllveau marguillier .•• pllur la leddi. 
lion des comptes de N. marguillier en charge de l'a" demier." Dans les 
aut res ca~,je dis: pOllr deiluerer sur les affaires de la I'abrique. 

8. Depuis que je suis cha'ge de cette cnre, j'ai appefe lC's notables aux 
assemblees de Fabrique de la paroisse , je n'ai point cesse de les yap
peler, et je n'ai point rec;u d'ordre a ce sUjet. 

9. Dans les Missions de Bunaventure ct de Paspebiac, e! dans la Pa
roisse de St. Luc, que j'ai dessenies precedemment, je n'ai point con
naissance que d'autres que les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux prissent 
part aux dC!lberations desassemblees de Fabriql:e, et que les notables y 
soient j:mais ""dUS. Je crois que cet usage datait de I'epoquc de I'eta
blissement de h cile paroisle et des dites missions. 

10. II palail, par les informatrolls que j'ai prises, que Ie chaIlg~ment 
arrive en 1817 ct 181S, au sujet de I'eiectlon du marguillier, fut lemar_ 
que et d6piut a quelques.uns; mais il n'est p0int intervenu de decisions 
de COllI'S a cet egard. 

II. Selon moi, il devrait y avoir de la diffe,ence entre les asscmblees de 
Fabrique et les assemblees de paroisse. Si, comme l'on fait ici, on ap
pelle aux assemblees de Fabrique les notahles, celte difference n'existe 
plus. Ce terme de notable n'est pas trop aise a definir. Je ne vuis point 
que lie loi, ou meme usage, peut empecher IGS chefs de famille qui pus
sedent des fonds, et me me les chefs de famille pnve. de fortune, et meme 
les gar,(ons majeurs nOli C \ oprietaires, de voter com me paroissiens dans 
les assemblet!s ou. 1'0n co~'luque les notables, pour'lu qu'll n'y soit point 
question de taxes sur les proprietes paul" objets de culte. AIors c'est 
evidemment un abus d'appelcr ces notables, puisque par la on detruit 
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such Notables, as by that the Fabrique meetings would be destroyed. 
The Fabrique meetings should consist of the Cure, and the old and new 
Marguilliers, and they alone ought to have the right of att~nding. By 
this the distinction would be established between theBe meetIngs and the 
Parish meetings, which should consist of the Cure and the bulk of the 
inhabitants of the Parish. I t is easy to perceive that to promote the 
dispatch of business, and good order, and on other ac~ounts, the Fa· 
brique affairs ought not to be discussed in numerous ?1eetIng~. .. . 

12. In the event of the Notable Inhabitants havIng to partIcipate In 

tbe Fabri'lue affairs, ther:, in my opinion, no one ought to be received as 
a Notable in a Fabrique meeting, without possessing a qualification in 
property of the same nature as that Fpecified in the Militia-bill, for offi. 
cers above the rank of Captain. 

FRS. DEMERS, Curate. 
St. Gregoire, 23d Feby. 18:31. 

Parish Qf Grondines. 

I beg you will inform the Committee of my great willingne6s to 
answer not only at present the twelve questions propounded and 2S reo 
quired, but also to reply in future as to any thing else that respected 
authority may require of me. It has been impossible for me to do so 
earlier-I lately wrole you the reason.-The infirmity 1 labour under 
has made me suffer mnch even during last night, and I do not know if 
my diseased eyes will endure the apphcation that will be required for this 
letter this day at one sitting. After this explanatory statement of my 
entire deference to the authority, I must be permitted to express my eX
treme reluctance to write upon a subject so well known and so exhausted, 
and wilhon.t being able to Bay any thing Ilew upon it. Br>ginning at the 
first questIon I can not, in my humble opinion answer better than by 
detailiug my own conduct founded upon what I have seen and learnt that 
I considered best" During the thirty years (No.1) of my parochial 
minimy I have called (2) all my Parishioners to the various deliberations 
of the several Fabrique and Parish meetings. With such urbanity, and 
ob~ervance~ a~ were proper, a~d especially with exhortations as judicious 
as It was pOSSible fo~ m.e to gl.ve, I have always succeeded in placing, (3) 
everyone of my PamhlOllers III the proper sphere of his activity. No-
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toutes les assemblees de Fabrique. Les assemblees de Fabl'ique devraient 
se composer dll Cure et des marguilliers anciens et nouveaux, et eux seuls 
ayaut Ie droit d'y assister. Par la, ces assembIees feraient differeutes des 
assemblees de paroisse qui se composent du cure et de la generalite des 
habitans de la paroisse. Pour l't:xpedition des affaires, pour Ie bon or_ 
dre, et pour d'autres raisons, il est aise de voir que les affaires de Fa
brique ne devraient point etre trailees dans des reunions nombreuses. 

. 12. Dans Ie cas Oll les habitans notables devraient participer aux af
faires de Fabrique, dans mon opinion, personne ne devrait etre recru 
cor.Jroe notable dens une assemblee de Fabrique, bans avoir la qualifica
tion de sa propriete de la maniere UJentionnee dans Ie bill de Milice, pour 
les offiriers au-dessus du rang de capitaine. 

FRS. DEMERS, Cure. 
St. Gregoire, ~3 Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse des Grondines. 

J e vous prie de presenter au Comite rna tres-grande bonne volonte de 
repondre a (.-cserl! aux douze questions proposees, et dans Ie sens de
mande, et de repondre aussi a l'avenir a tout ce que cette venerable au
torite requerra de moi. II m'a etelmpossible de Ie faire plus tot. Je votlS 
en ai ecrit 1a raison dernierement ••• I'infirmite qui me desole; m'a fait 
encore souffrir long-temps cette nuit derniere, et je ne sais si mes yeux 
malades soutiendrOllt ce matin l'application necessaire a cette lettre, d'un 
Beui trait. Apres eet acte explicatif d'une tres-grande deference a I'au
torite, il doit m'etre perm is d'exprimer mon extreme repugnance a ecrire 
sur une matiere si connue, si rebattue, et ce sans avoir rien de nouveau 
a dite. Des a la premiere question, (selon man humble opinion,) je ne 
puis mieux repondre qu'en exposant rna conduite raison nee, d'apres ce 
que j'ai vu et appris de plus parfait. Pendant les trente annees (nombre 
ler) de mon minislere curial, j'ai appele (2) tous mes paroissiens aUK 
diverses deliberations des diverses assemblees de Fabrique et de paroisses. 
Avec l'urbanite et les prevenances convenables, et surtout des instructions 
aussi Judicieusement detaillees que possible, j 'ai toujours reussi a placer 
(3) cbacun de mes paroissiens dans la sphere d'activite qui etait de sa 
competence. Personne ne s'est plaint, (4) ,personne n'a adopte (5) 
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body has complained, (4) nobody has taken sleps (5) to change the 
course of affairs. We have not heard say any thing of any (6) decision 
of a Court taking place on this subject. No order, nor any injunction 
of any authority (7) whatsoever has been signified to me. The mode of 
the different meetings, for different affairs oilly was adopted in pursuance 
of ideas to which I am strongly attached, which He the source, whence" 
in my humblf' opinion, all ideas flow of order, &c. &c. &c., ideas which 
derive their fertility from the march even of parochial affairB. These 
parochial affairs, setting aside all reasoning of a speculative nature, may 
be reduced to the exact classification which follows :-

First class of affairs :-ex.gr. The details of the Fabl'ique ; accounts, 
passive and active, of the twelve months of divine service during the cur. 
rent year-keeping up the altars, ornament', choristers' dresses, lights, 
repairs of the holy utensils) books, linen, pews, doors, locks, &c. &c-

Second class of affairs, 2 Such matters as are very expensive, and of 
great responsibility; viz: the purchase of high.\Jriced paintings, altar, 
arch, floor, official pew, gallery, gilding, internal lepairs of the ~hurch, 
&c. &c. &c, Again, elections of Marguilliers, rendering C'f accounts of 
the Marguillier leaving office, bargains, leases on terms of years, &c. &c. 
&c. 

Third class of affairs, 3. The more important matters concerning the 
Parish, such as the al,ienat.iG>n of the proj)erty of the Fabrique, the erec. 
tion of a Church, of the Presbytery, of a Cemetry, &'c. &c. or repairs to 
the same, &c. &c. 

These abo~e mentioned parochial affairs shew by their specified variety, 
what money is wanted for each. The Marguilliers (8) in office are ap
pointed for the management of the first; the old and new MargUilliers 
for the affairs of the second class; the old and new Marguilliers (9) and 
all the fixed Parishioners (10) to take cognizance of those of the third 
class, to appoint agents or trnstees, or, &c. &c. fur such purposes, &c. 
&c. AI! such inhabitants as chose to take cognizance (II) of the affairs 
of the second class, and even of the first, have been welcotT'e, and they 
have had a comliitative voice. They very seldom came, however, I 
never made use of the word Notables (12) ill I he convocation of a 
General Meeting. I gave a delIberative voice to alI my Parishioners, and 
even the poorest when they said any thing that was sensl~le and judicious, 
had the pleasure of finding their opinions listened to, and carefully 
attended to. 

~ere follows the result of my researches into such fragments as reo 
main of the old Records .saved from the ravnges of war, (13). In 1680 
ar: to be found the RegIsters of Baptisms, Marriages and Burials; but 
it IS not till 1713 that the <lCCOUlitS of the Fabrique begin, and the deeds 
of the sales of pews. Fori,' 1'", viz: It is the Marguillier who, with the 
consent of the \Jure graots the agreement for the pews, which were only 
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de demarches pou r faire changer la marche des affaires ••• nous n'avona 
entendu par1~r ~ '~ucu~e (6) ~eci'ion de cour intervenue it ce sujet. Au
C~lll .~r~re III IIlJonctlon. ~ line (7) autol;ite qll~lconque ne m'ont ete 
~l~~ntl1es. Le mode des dlffer(;ntes assemblees pour Jifferellte~ affailes n'a 
;u.lie~ qu'en ;,oneequ:ilce Je,' iM~s allxqllelks je suis fLlrtement attache, 
ldt!es lilvanables et meres, d OU nalssellt dans mOil humble opinion toutes 
lea idees d'orJre, etc., etc., etc., idees qlli pllisent lellr recondite dalls 
la marche me me des affaires curiale! . '. Ces affaires cUl'iJ\es, indepen
damment de tout raisonnenient speculatif se reduisent it la classification 
precise qui .uit ; 

Premiere classe d'affaires, 1. v. g. Le plurnitif de la Fabriqlle, camp
tes passifi et aClifs des douze mois d'entretien du Service Divin, pendant 
l'annee courante ••. entretien des autds, UI nemens, habits de choour, 
luminaire, reparation de vases sacres, Ii vres, lieges, ba!ICS, portes, ser
rures, etc, etc. 

Seconde classe d'affaire, 2. Les transactions dispendieuses ou d'une 
grande I eversibilite, v, g. acilat de ~ableallx de grand prix, d'autel, vollle, 
planch~r, hanc-d'oo'lvre, jube, dorures, reparation interieure d'eglise, 
etc., etc., etc. Itel'llm, elections de marguilliers, reddition des comp
tes du marguillier qui sort de l'oouvre ; marches, baux emphiteotiques, 
etc, etc, elC. 

Troisieme c1asse d'affaires, 3. Les alfaires majeures de la paroisse, v. 
g. alienation des fonds de Fabrique, construction d'cglise, de presbytilre, 
de ci~,etiere, etc., etc., ou reparations de ditto, etc., etc. 

C'es affaires curiales Sl,sdites montrent pal' leur differences specifiqlles 
quel ::tgent il leur fallt it chacune, Les marguilliers (8) de !'Oluvre ant 
ete appele~ pour gerer les premieres; les marguilliers (9) anciens et nou
veaux pour les affaires de la seconde classe ; les mal guilliers anciens et 
tOllS lea paroissiens (10) pour prendre connaibsance de celles de ia troi
sieme c1asse; fail e election d'agElns 011 syndics, ou etc., etc., pour icelles, 
elc., etc. Tous les habitans qui ant voulu prendre connaissance (11) des 
affaires de la seconde classe et meme de la premiere, ont ete les Lien ve
nus; il; ont eu voix consultative. II n'en a paru que tles-rarement •• 
Je ne me suis jamais s~rvi dll mot notables (12) dans la convocation d'as-
5emblee generale. J'ai donne a to us mes paroissiens voix deliberatives 
••• et les plus pauvrps, 10rsqu'lls_ disaient quelque chose de sense, jll
dicieux, avaient Ie plaisir de voir leur opinion relevee soigneusen.cnt et 
accueillie. 

Voici Ie re.ultat de mes recherches dans ce qui reste de Iambeaux des 
anciens regit,es, sallves dea ravages de la guerre. (13) En 1680, pa
raissent les regllres de baptemcs, mariages et sepultures; et ce lI'est 
qll'en 1713, que commencent ~es complcs de Fabri~lIe. et les actes de 
vente de bancs. Formule; C est Ie margUilher qUI, du consentcment 
du cure donne Ie contral des bancs, qui n'ont ete cOll5truiu qI.i'en vertu 
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erected in virtue of a resolution of a meeting of Marguilliers alone with 
the Cure. In 1715, first rendering of accounts, before the Cure, the 
whole in four lines &c. In 1724, the Cure declares that he has been re
quired by the Marguillier in office to grant a deed of contract for the 
purchase of a }lew. In 1730, a resolution of a general Parish meeting 
to which were called the old and new Marguilliers and the elder Inha_ 
bitants fllr building a Presbytery. In 1750 rendering of accounts in 
presence of the whole Parish, under Messire Desroches. In 1755, the 
same rendering of accounts as the first in 1715 .. III 1760, deeds for pews, 
the same formula as a\wve, and moreover with the consent of three Mar
guiIIiers. Here the contracts for pews terminate_ In 1771, rendering 
of accounts in presence of the Marguilliers, and several Inhabitants. In 
1787, rendering of accounts in pre5ence of the old and new Marguilliers. 
In 1793, rendering. &c. in presence of! he Cure, and of the whole meet
ing without any individual qualification. In 1795, rendering, &c. in pre. 
sence of the Cure and the Margui1liers, (without designation). In 1802, 
rendering, &c. in presence of the Cure and the old Marguilliers, 
nominally designated. In 1812, rendering, &c. in presence of the 
Inhabitants (nothing else.) In 1813 and until 1831, rendering, &c. 
in presence ot the old and new Marguilliers alone. The meetings 
for the election of officiating Marguilliers have been convened and 
held with the same formalities as thobe for the rendering of ac
connts at the periods above mentioned. Now;-To the first question 
I have answered No. I.-I add (A.) that I have never made use 
of the word notable, and T am unacquainted .vith any defined meaning it 
may have here. To the second and third questions, I have an~wered at 
Nos. 2. and 3. The fourth question and the eighth have not occurred 
during my ministry. To the fifth I have answered at Nos. g., 4., 5., and 
6. To the sixth question, I have allSwered at Nos. 8:, 9., 10., 11., 12. 
'fo the seventh question I have answered as at the above Nos. 8., 9., to., 
and I have convoked those three bodies, either collectively or separately, 
at the sermons, by name: Messieurs the Marguilliers in office'; Mes. 
sieurs the old and new Margililliers; and Messieurs the landholders of 
the Parieh in general meeting. To the ninth question I answer that I 
expressed myself in my Missions and cures as I do at present: see above. 
In my youth I never resided any where but at Quebec, all the time of 
my studies and of my apprenticeship to Surgery in the Army. To the 
tenth question, I answer by Nos. g., 4.,5.,6.,7. 'fa the eleventh I 
answer that it is proper and entirely consistent with equity that all the 
inhabitants o-f the Parishes should have a knowledge of all the concerns 
of their Fabriq~es, and. that every year &c. &c. To answer fully to the 
remamder of ~hls questJ~::m, and to the following one, would require a 
pretty extensIve dIgreSSIon, and I am too i1I to write more. The four 
abov~yDes are ,:"ritten in the sa~e spirit as the rest, that is to say, in all 
humlllty, and SImply from obedIence i (my Physician has this moment 



d)t~11 acte d' ~sse\llb]ee des margllilliers sellis avec Ie cure. En 1715, pre
~Iel'e redd~llOn ~e ~O!llpleS ~ar;d;vant .Ie cure: Ie tOllt en 4 lignes, etc. 
En.172-1, .e cure declare aVOIr ete reqllls par Ie mal'guillier ell charge de 
deltvrer UII contrat d'achat de banco Ell 17:30, acte d'une assemblee 
~eneraJe de par.ois3e, o~ sont appeles le~, anciens et nouveaux marguil
hers, et les ancIens habltans .•• ponr batir UII presbytert'o En 1750, 
r~ddition de cornptes, ell presence de toute la paroisse, sous Messirc 
Desroches. En 1755, meme l'edditioll de comptes q LIe la premiere en 
Ii 15. En 1760, coO! rats de banc:;; meme fonnule que ci-dessus ; et 
de plus, du consentement de. trois marguilliers. lei tlnissent les con
trats de bancs. En 1771, reddition de comptes, en p:csence des mar. 
guilliers et plusiellrs habitans. En 1787, reddition de comptes, ell pre
sence des marguiIlierR anciens et nouve:l.Ux. En 1793, reddition, etc" en 
presence du cure et de toute l'a"emblee (sans qual!ficalion intlivlduellc.) 
En 1795, reddition, etc., en presence UU cure et des marguilliers, (sans 
designatio.) En ISO?!, reddllioll, etc., en Plesence du cme et des all
ciens margllllliers, desiglle; 1l0mnlemcnt. En 1812, redditioll, etc, en 
presence des habitan~, (riell de plus.) Ell 1813 Jusqu'en 1831, rcddi
lion, etc. en presence des marguilliers anciens et ll<1uveaux (seulement.) 
Les assemble,"s d'elections de mal'glliJiicrs de l'ooLlvre ont ete cOllvoqUtes 
et tenues avec les memes formailles que pour cel!es des reddiliolls ile 
comptes, aux dates ci-dessu5. l\Iaililenant: a la premiere question, j'ai 
repondu nO ler. J'ajoute CA.) qlle je ne me suis jalllais servi du mot 
notable; et je ne lui connais aUClHl sen~ fini ici. 1\ la seconde et troideme 
questions, j'ai repondu aux nOB. 2 et 3. La quatrieme question et la 
huilieme n'ont point ell lieu dans mon admini.:ration. Ala cinquieme, 
j'ai repondu aUx nos.3, 4, 5, 6. A Ia sixieme question, j'ai repondu 
aliX nos. 8, 9, 10, 11,12. Ala Septleme question,j'aireponducommc 
aux nombres ci ·dessus, 8, 9, 10; et j'ai convoque ces troh corps Oll 

collectivement au separemellt, en les appelant aux I'rones par leurs noms: 
Messieurs les marguilliers de l'oouvre ; Messieurs les marguilliers, anciens 
et nouveaux, et Messieurs Ies proprictaires de la paroisse en assemblee 
generale. A la neuvieme question, je reponds que je me suis explique 
dans mes missions et cures comme a present. CVoyez ci-dessus.) Dalls 
majeunesse, je n'ai jamais reside ailleurs qu'it Quebec, tout Ie temps de 
mes ct udes et celui de rna clericature de chirurgie dans l'armee. A 1a 
di1>ieme question, je reponds par les nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. A la onzieme 
question, je reponds qu'il est juste et mllme de toute cquite que tous les 
habitans des paroisscs aient connaissance de toutes les trc.nsactions de 
leurs Fabriques, et ce annuelleme,lt, etc., etc. Pour repondre pertinem
ment au reste de cctte question et ala suivante it faut une digression as
sez elendue, et je suis trap malade pour en ecrire davantage. Ces qllatlc 
lig-ttl's ci·dessus soot ecritea dans Ie meme esprit que Ie reste, c'est.a-dire, 
tres.hulTlbJement, et par pure obCissance. (le rc<;ois en ce moment la 
visite de man medecin.) Je reviens 11 vous, en VOllS priant de faire con-

2 B 
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called to see me.)-I resume, begging YOll will represent my wishes to 
write as well as I can and unpretendingly. I have studied too much not 
to know how defective I am in physical qualities, and intellectual resources. 
It is without reluctance that I leave this work aside.-I have no claims 
whatever to lay down, thli law to my political superiors. 

CR. HOT, Priest. 

Grondines, the 3d and 4th March, 1831. 

Parish qf St. Henri de Lauzon. 

1. The old and new Marguilliers alone take part in the deliberations of 
the Fabrique meetings, and no other person is admitted to them. 

2. This custom has always prevailed and there has been no change 
in it. 

3. The Parish of St. Henri de Lauzon was not in existence before 
the Ces~ion of Canada to Great Britain. 

4. The Notable Inhabitants, have never, in any case, formed part of 
the Fabrique meetings. 

5. Same answer as the foregoing. 
6. I never received at the election of Marguilliers any other votes than 

those of the old and new Marguilliers. 
7. I have always convoked the Fabrique meetings, in all cases, in 

these terms, " Messieurs the old and new Marguillie,'s are requested to 
meet at the Sacristy at the close of the Mass, for such I)r such a matter." 

8. I have never called the Notables to the Fabrique meetings in any of 
the Parishes of which I have had the cure, because it was not the custom. 

9. At Kakouna, Isle Verte, and Riviere du Loup, where I was four 
years, the custom was to summon none but the old and new Marguil. 
liers, in all cases, and I always kept up that custom. 

10. j have never had any knowledge thatany Parishioners or landhold. 
ers in the Parishes where I have officiated have ever complained of being 
~xcluded from the Fabrique mee~i~gs, or that they have taken any steps 
In that respect, or that any decIsIOns of Courts of Justice have taken 
place in that respect. 

II. In my opinion, I believe that for the good management of the 
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?,a~tre m~ bo~ne vol.onte 11 ecr!re de ~on mieux et sans pre~enlion .•• 
J al trop,etudle pOUl ne pas, VOH ce qUI me mal1~ue ~u physique et en ri
chesses mtelleclUelleg. C est sans regret qu(' Je qultte louche ce travail 
•.• je n'ai point la pretention d'endactrioer mes slIperieurs politiques. 

CH. HOT, Plre. 
Aux Grondines, les S et 4 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Henri de Lauzon. 

1. Qu'il n'y a que les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux qui prenllent 
part aux deliberations des a.semblees de Fabrique, et qll'aucune autre 
persanne n'}" cst admise. 

2. Que cet usage a tOlljours exist~, et qu'il n'y a eu aucun change
ment. 

3. Que la Paroisse de St. Henri de Lauzon n'existait point avant la 
cession du pays it la Grande-Bretagne. 

4· Que les habi:ans notables n'ont jamais fait partie des assembIees de 
Fabrique dans aucun cas. 

S. Meme reponse que la precedente. 
6. Je n'ai jamais re~u a I'etection de marguilliel's d'autres votes que 

ceux des anciens et nouveaux ll1arguilliers. 
7. Que j'ai toujours ('onvoque les assemblees de Fabrique dans tOllS 

les cas dans ces termes: " Messieurs les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux 
sont pries de s'assembler a la Sacristie lil'issue de la Mease, pour telle ou 
telle affaire." 

8. Que je n'ai jamais appele les notables aux assemblees de Fabriquc 
dans toutes les paroisses que j'ai desservies, parce qlle ce n'etait (loint 1'1I
sage. 

9. Qu'a Kakouna, PIle Verte et la Riviere du LOllp, que j'ai des
servis quatre ans, I'usage etait de n'appeler que les anciens et nouveaux 
marguilliers, dans tOllS lea cas, et que j'ai toujours maintenu cet usage. 

10. Que je n'ai jamais eu connaissance que des paroissiens, ou propri
elaires dans les paroisses que j'ai desservies, se soient plaints d'etrc exclus 
des assemblees de Fabrique, ou qu'ils aient adoptc quelque de marche a 
Cet tigard, et qu'd n'y a jamais eu de decisions de cours sur ce slljet. 

11. Dans mon opinion, je pense que pour la bonne administration 
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Fabrique affairs, for the regularity of those meetings, and in order that 
wise and rational resolutions should be taksn at them, it would be best 
to admit none but the old and nt'w Mal'guilliers. This is the reason :
In meetings of Notables, or those who pretend to have a right to assist 
at them as Notables, the greatest number will consist of persons who 
love nothing better than noise, who are only actuated by party-spirit, 
who do not know any thing of the affairs of the Fabrique, and who are 
much more inclined to listen to a great talker, who uses bad arguments, 
than to the quiet and sound: arguments of a man who speaks little but 
thinks much. Hence uproar wiII take place in these meetings; matters 
will be determined by the greater number of the persons present, who 
will not be the most intellignet, or those who know most of the Fabrique 
affairs; in stead of which the old and new Marguilliers are chosen per
sons who know the affairs of the Fabrique, and who possess public con
fidence, and who, consequently, must conduct themselves with greater 
knowledge and experience. 
_ 12. If there be a necessity for admitting the Notables ot a Parish, I 

think that those who might be admitted with the least inconvenience 
would be, the Magistrates, the Notaries, the Physicians, the Advocates, 
and the Captains of Militia, who from the situations they hold, are all 
considered as likely to act with the most impartiality. My opinion 
would also be that they ought to bt> qllalified hy a certain amount of 
property. But, consIdering all things, it does not appear to me Ihat these 
have more right to be admitted than any other landholder of the Pa
rish. 

Jos. LACASSE, Priest, 

Curate of the Parish of St. Henri de Lauzon. 

St. Henri, 15t March, 1831. 

General Hospital QfQuebec. 

In answer to the questions of the Coml'nittee of the House of Assem
bly, as to th.e mode of calli?g meetings of Margnilliers, to manage the 
Fabrlque affaIrs, and other slmd.ar matters, I can not give any information 
t~:at can b~ of Ube !o the CommIttee. I was only for two years a Country 
<.:urate: 1 he P~!Ish of S.te. Croix, of which I had the cure for that 
short,tIme, was 111 the habit, as far as I can recollect, of calling together 
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des affaires de Fabrique, pour Ie bon ordre de ces assemblees, et pour y 
avoir des dcki~ion, sages et raisonnables, il serait mieux de n'y admet
tre que les anClen c et nouveaux marguillicrs. En voici la raison: dans ces 
assembles de notables, au qui pretendront avoir droit d'y as sister comme 
not~bh~s,.le ,pl~s qrand nombre se.ront des perso~nes qui n'aiment que Ie 
brmt, qm n aglssent que par e~pnt de partl, qll! ne connaissent point les 
affaires de la Fabrique, et qui sont bien plus disposees a ecouter un grand 
parleur qui a de rnaunises raisons, que les paisibles et justes raisons d'un 
homme qui parle peu et pense bien. De la s'ensuivra Ie tumulte dans ces 
assembIees, les affaires seront dCcidees par Ie plus grand nombre de per_ 
sannes presentes, qui ne seront pas les plus sages et les plus fiU fait 
des affaires de la Fabrique, au lieu que. les marguilliers anciens et nou
veaux sont des gens choisis, qui connaissent les affaires de la Fabrique 
et qui jouissent de la confiance du publique, et qui par consequent peu
vent agiravec plus de sage sse et avec experience. 

12. Dans la necessite au 1'0n serait d'admettre les notables de la pa
roisse, je peuse que ceux qui pourraient y 2:tre admis avec Ie moindre 
inconvenient seraient: les magistrats, les notaires, les medeeins, les avo
cats et les capitaines de milice, qui tous sont censes, par la place qu'ils 
occuper.t, agir :1 vec plus de moderation. Dans mon opinion, je desire
rais qu'ils fussent qualifies par certaines proprictes. Tout considere, je 
ne regarde point ces derniers comme ayant plus de droit d'y assister que 
tout autre prop rietaire de la paroisse. 

Jos. LACASSE, Pere. 

Cure de la Paroisse de St. Henri de Lauzon. 

St. Henri, ler Mars 1831. 

Hbpital-Gbufral de Quebec. 

En rcponse aux questions du Comite, de la Cham.b~e d' Assem~lee, 
sur la rnaniere de proceder aux assemblees de rnargmlhers pour regler 
les affaires de Fabrique, et autres choses sembI ables, je ne baurais vous 
donner des renseignemens utiles a y otre Cornite Je. n'ai e~~ ~Ul e a ~a 
cRmpagne que deux ans. La,p~ro)sse ~e Ste. ~ro)x que J al d~sservle 
pendant ce peu de temps, etalt dans 1 usage d appeler les ancIens et 
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the ohl and new Margllilliers. The Parishioners at present under my 
care attend service in the Church of the General Hospital. This Church 
and its dependencies belong exclusively to the religious ladies, and it is 
they who provide the necess,ary expenditure, for the maintainance of the 
said Church, of its Ornaments, Registers, Cemetery, &c. There have 
never been either Marguillit'r or Fabrique. Myopinion on the eleventh 
question, would be too insignificant to allow me to communicate it to the 
Committet'o The other questions are foreign to me, as 1 have never re
mained long enough in the cOllntry to become acquain ted with the various 
modes of managing the Fabrique affairs, or other public matters, for 
which the-Notables were required to be called on or not. 

L. TH. BEDARD, Priest, Chaplain 

General Hospital, th February, 1831. 

Parish of St. Hyacinthe. 

The Bishop of Quebec, propounded, last summer, to his Clergy, the 
same questions in substance as those contained in the letter you have done' 
me the honour to address to me. His Grandeur is in possession of my 
answer, and I respectfully presume to refer the Committee on the Fa
briqlle affaire, to that 5COurce for the informatiou required. 

ANT. GIROUARD, Priest. 
St. Hyacinthe, 4th March, 183 J. 

Parish Q/ Isle aua: Coudres. 

1. The cuftom, for a . n~mber of years, is that the Cure with 
the old and new Margullhers alone deliberate on the Fabrique 
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nouveaux marguilliers, autant que je peux m'en rappeler. Les paroill
siens confie~ aujourd'hUl ames soins iont desservis dans l'eglise de l' Ho
pital-General. Cette eglise et ses dependances appartiennent exclusive
ment aux Dames Religieuses, et ce sclnt el1€s qui pourvoient aux de
penses necessaires pOUl' l'entretien de la dite eglise, des ornemens, re
gitres, cimeliere, etc. II n'y a jamais eu de marguilliers IIi de Fabri
que. Mon opinion sur la onzieme question serait trop peu de chose pour 
me permettre de la communiquer a Votre Comite. Les autres questions 
me sont etrangeres, II 'ayant jamais demeure assez long -temps a la cam
pagne pour prendre connaissance des differentes manieres de regir leg af
Faires de Fabriques, au les aut res affaires publiq\1es pour lesquelles il fau. 
drait assembler les notables, ou non. 

L. TH. BEDARD, Ptre. Chap. 

Hopital-General, 17 Fevrier 1831· 

Paroisse de St. Hyacinthe. 

Monseigneur de Quebec a propose l'ete dernier, a 80n clerge les m~mes 
questions en substance, que celles contenues dans la lettre que vous m'a
vez fait l'honneur de m'adresser. Sa Grandeur est en possession de rna 
reponse; et j'o~e respectueusement referer Ie Comite pour les affaires des 
Fabriqlles, a. cette source pour les informations demandees. 

ANT. GIROUARD, Ptre 

St. Hyacinthe, 4 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de l' Ile au~ Coudres. 

1. L'ufagc depuis nombre d'a?~e:s eft que Ie Cure a.vee les 
marguilliers anciens et .10uveaux dehberent feuIs fur les affalres de 
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affairs of Isle aux Coudres, in the meetings convened for that 
purpofe, without the admission of any other perf on. 

2. The faid cul1:om has been invariably followed {ince 1802 
inclufively, till the prefent time; as appears by the records of the 
election of Marguilliers, and of the rendering of the FaJrique 
accounts. From] 793 to 180], the records state that the elections 
and the rendering of accounts took place in t!le presence of the 
old and new M arguilliers and other Inhabitants. From J 773 
until 1792, the Fabrique matters were alone conducted by the 
Cure and the old and new Marguilliers, according to the records 
of that period. In 1771 and 1772, (the two first years of which 
we have records,) the Fabrique ma~ters were carried on in the 
presence of the Cure. and the Elders, according to the records. 

3. I can anfwer nothing to the third quel1:ion. The books of 
Fabrique do not go farther back than the year 177 J, when the 
prefent Church was built, and we have no document which relates 
to this quel1:ion. 

4. There is no record which flates any realon for the changes 
above noticed. The only apparent reafon for the changes that 
took place in J793 and (802 may perhaps be looked for in the 
{everal Cures who took the cure of Isle aux Coudres at thofe two 
periods. 

5. Although from 1793 to 1801 the records say" in presence 
of the old and new Marguilliers and other Inhabitants," yet in 
the notification of thofe years, only the old and new Marguilljers 
appear to be convoked on the Fabrique a,ffairs. No [entence of 
any Court of Jul1:ice t3ken place on this [ubject, nor has there been 
any order or injunction from any authority whatever. 

6. I did not in any year, receive at the election of Marguilliers 
any other votes than thofe of the old and new Marguilliers. 

7. I always convoked the meetings of the Marguilliers in thefe 
terms :-" Messieurs the old and new Marguilliers are requested 
to meet N. day at the Sacristy after Mass, (or after Vespers when 
that happened to be the cafe,) to deliberate on the affairs of the 
Fabrique, or, to proceed to the election of a new Marguillier, and 
to receive the accounts of the Marguillier in office." 

8. The anfwer to the eighth question will be found in No.6. 
above. , 

9. Isle aux Coudres is my first cure; in other places where I 
have officiated as Vicaire, it was the custom for the Vicaire not 
to take cogni'Zance of the affairs of the Fabrique. 
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la Fabrique de rIle aux Coudreg, dans Ie.; affemblees pour ce 
convoquees, fans admiHion d'aucune autre perfonne. 

2. Le fusdit ufage a ete invariablement lui IIi depuis 1802 inclu
fivement, jufqu'a ce jour; comme il parait par les actes d'cilection 
des marguilliers et de reddition des comptes de la Fabrique. De
puis 1793, jufqu'en 1801, Ies actes portent que les elections et 
la reddition des compte3 fa failaient en pretence des anciens et 
nouveaux marguiiliers, et aut res habitans. Depuis 1 i7S jufqu'en 
1792, les atfaiFes de la Fabrique ne fe traitaient que par Ie cure et 
les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers, fuivant le3 actes d'alors. En 
1771 et 1772, (les deux premieres annees dont nous ayons des 
actes,) les affaires de Ia Fabrique fe traitaient en pretence du cure 
et des ancie'ls, fuivant les actes. 

3. Je ne puis rien repondre 11 la troifieme quefi:ion ; les livres 
de la Fabrique ne remontant pas plus haut qu'a l'annee 1771, que 
fut batie 'l'eglife actuelle, et nous n 'a\'on5 aucun papier relatif a 
<ette queftion. 

4. II n'y a aucun acte qui rende raifon des changemens cites 
plus haut. La feule raifon apparente des changemens de J 793 et 
de 1802, fut peut-etre I es differens curtis qui prirent la cure de 
l'I1e aux Coudres ices deux epoques. 

5. Quoi/Iue depuis 1793 jufqu'en 180l, I,es. actes portent" e,n 
" prefence des anciens et nouveaux margudlJers et autres habt
" tans," cependant dans Ie cahier d'annonce pour ces annees, il 
n'y a que les marguilJiers anciens et nouveaux qui foient ~onvo
ques four les affaires de 1a Fabrique. II n'y a eu a ce [uJet au
cune fentence des cours de juftice, ni aucun ordre ou injonction 
d'autorite quelcooque. , , . . . 

6. Je n'ai (;n aucune annee re<;u a l'electiOn des margUlIhers les 
voix d'autres per[onnes que des anciens ~t nouveaux ~~\'guilliers. 

7. J'ai toujours c.onvoque les affemblees de margUllllers en ce5 
termes : MM. les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux font pries de 
s'affembler N. jour dans la Sacrifi:ie, apres Ja Meffe, (ou apres 
Vepres, quand c' etait Ie cas,) pour deliberer fur les affaires de.la 
Fabrique ; ou pour proceder a l'ele~ti.on d'un nouveau margUll
lier, et recevoir les comptes du margUillter en charg:. 

8. La reponfe it la huitieme quefi:ion fe trouve mc1ufe dans Ie 
n (;:) 6 plus haut. 

9. La cure de l'I1e aux Coudres eft ma premiere cure. Dans 
les autres endrcits ou j'ai vicarie, l'ufage etait que Ie vicare ne 
prenait point connaiff'ance des atfaires de la Fabrique. 

3 B 
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10 No Pari,hioner or Landholder has openly complained of 
being excluded from the Fabrique meetings. According to what 
I have heard, fome perfons have, from time to time, before I re
sided at the Isle aux Coudres, covertly shewn a wish to assist at 
the Fabrique meetings; but they took no steps in that refpect: 
The Courts of Justice have not in any way interfered in this fub
ject. And, although from 1793 to 1802, the records fay, " and 
other Inhabitants", aged people, who were on the island at thofe 
periods, do not recollect that allY other perfons than the olJ and 
new Marguilliers, offered themfelves at the meetings, unless it be, 
old Colonel Dufour, who, I have been told, may have been the 
only perfon, beyond the Marguilliers, who assisted at the Fabrique 
meetings. 

11. My opinion would be that the Fabrique affai~s should only 
be directed by the Cure and the old and new Marguilliers. Any 
meafure which might tend to admit the Notables to thefe meet
ings would appear to me to be dangerous, ufeless and hurtful. 
Dangerous, inafmuch as in many Country Parishes there are per
fons respectable in many refpects by their know ledge, their pro
fession and their property, bue who not being of the fame reli
gious perfuasioll as the Canadians of French origin, could not with 
propriety sit in the Fabrique meetings. If we admit Notables into 
the Fabrique meetings, it will be neceffary in order to leave tlie 
Canadians of French origin in the exclufive poffefsion of their 
worship, to exclude thofe refpectable perfons mentioned, which 
might give birth to fuspicions of distinction between fubjects of 
the fame empire; fuspicions which would far better to be avoided 
than entertained. This meafure would appear to me to be useless, 
inafmuch as education extending knowledge, the body of Mar
guilliers will be rendered more fit than ever ta manage the matters 
within their competency, It will befides be recollected that they 
can not meddle but with the maintainence of the Divine Wodhip, 
or with the rather trifling expences for the interior decoration of 
religious edifices. For, for great repairs, according to the ritual, 
at page 638, the Parishioners must be confulted, and they are fo. 
In the last place, the Biiliop has the power of allowing or difal
Jowing the accounts on his vifitation. Confequently thofe who 
contribute have no occasion to complain of not being consultea. 
when the matter is fuch as to be worth while; nol' need they be 
afraid that their money will be ill spent. I do not know that the 
~pplications made to the Haufe for the admission of the Notables, 
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10. Aucun paroiffien ni proprie~aire ne s'efl: plaint ouvertement 
d'~tre e~clus des. alfemblees de Fabrique. De foi, a autre, d'a
pres I~s IDformatlOns que j'ai prifes a ce fujet, quelques-uns avant 
ma refidence dans l'lle aux Coudres, ont fait voir fecr.etement 
I'envie d'affister aux affemblees de Fabrique' mais ils n'ont 
~ , , 

~l<Jopte aucune demarche i cet egard. Les cours de juftice ne font 
~nter~enue~ en aucune manie~e a ce fujet. Et quoique depuis '93 
J~fqu en ic02, les actes mentlOnnenr, ct (llilres habilalls, des per
lonnes agees et qui etaient dans rile aces epoques, ne Ie rap
pellent pas que perionne, autre que les marguilliers anciens et 
nouveaux, fe foit prefente aux alfemblees, fi ce n'ell: peut-~tre 
I'ancien colonel Dufour, qui, m'a-t-on dit, a pu etre la [eule per
fonne difrerente des marguilliers, qui ait affiste aux aifemblees de 
Fabrique. 

11. Mon opinion ferait qu'on ne traitat toujours les afFaire, de 
Fabrique qu'avec Ie cure et les anciens H nouveauX marguilliers. 
La melure qui tend a adrnettre les notables aces aifemblees, me 
paraltr~it dangereufe, inutile et nuifible, Dangereufe en ce que 
dans bien des paroiifes de campagne refident des perfonnes refpec
tables fous bien des rapports, et qui par leur favoir, leur profes
sion et leurs proprietes, devraient etre qualifiees de notables; 
mais qui n'ayant pas la me me croyance religieufe que les Canadiens 
d'origine F f' n<;aife, ne pourraient pas raifonnablement fieger dans 
les afiemblees de Fabrique. En fairant entrer les notables dans 
Ies affembl€es de Fabrique, il faudrait, pour laiffer les Canadiens 
d'origine Fran<;aise s'occuper {euls de l:?ur culte, exclure ces 
memes perfonnes refpectab~es ; ce qui pourrait faire naltre des 
fouPlfons de dill:inction entre les fujet., d'un mel11e empire; foup
<;on qu'il vaut bien mieux eloigner que faire na'itre. Cette l11e
fure me paraltrait inutile, Vu I'education qui €lend les lumieres, 
Ie corps des marguilliers fera plus a portee que jamais de traiter 
convenablement les quell:ions de fa competence. On ie rappelle
ra d'ailleurs, qu'ils ne peuvent s'occuper que de l'entretien dt! 
culte et des depenfes alfez modiques pour les decorations !nte. 
rieures des edifices religieux. Car pour les grandes reparatIOns, 
fuivant Ie Rituel. a Ia page 638, les paroiffiens doivent etre con
fultes, et ils Je fom. L'6veque en dernier lieu ell: dans la polfes
sian d'allouer eu de rayer les comptes dans fa vifite. Par confe
quent les contribuables n'ont pas a fli! plaindre qu'ils ne font ?as 
caniultes quand la chofe en vaut la peine; et ils ~l'ont pas a. era lll
dre que leurs deniers foient mal depenfes. Je n'al pas connalifance 
que les applications f,lites a 1a Chal11bre pour !'admiJilon des DC-
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have been fupported by facts proving the incapacity of the Mar. 
guilliers alone to manage the F abrique affairs. This measure 
would appear to me to be hurtful. The ftrange occurrences that 
have been the confequen('es of the admission ot Notables into the 
Fabriqut! meetings, in fome Parishes, shew well that this meafure 
is hurtful. Add to this the length of the discussions that would 
arife from a larger number of deliberatives, the delay in the dis
patch of business. the party·spirit which would be less hidden 
than in the election of Reprefentatives. the retirement of quiet 
perfom who would prefer not to appear at the meetings rather 
than be expo{ed to incur the cenfures of an oppofing and turbu. 
lent party. All thefe reafons, the greater part of which are con
firmed by experience in fimilar cafes, shew that this meafure 
would be hurtful. 

12. Since then it is not neceffary for the good management of 
the Fabrique affairs that the Notab:es should be admitted, if they 
be admitted it can only be for the purpofe of raifing thofe meet
ings in the eyes of the Parishioners, and to gratify the private 
feeling of de firing to fee every thing and know every thing. 
Hence it would feem enough in order to obviate as much of the 
evil as possible, and to condescend as much as may be to the 
curiosity of the Parishioners, to admit the Seigneur of the Parish, 
or him in whofe Seigniory the Parish might be situated, provided 
hf:! were a Catholic, to the exclusion of all the rest of his family; 
the Justice of the Peace; the first Captain of Militia; perfons of 
the higher professions, fuch as Advocates, Physic.ians, Notaries, 
all refiding in the Pari~h, provided they are Catholics, and fuch 
as are not under interdict for any caufe whatsoever. 

Jos. ASSELIN, 
Curate of hIe aux CoudIes. 

Isle aux Coudres, 6th March, ] 83]. 

Parish Q/' Isle Perrot. 

1. The. Marguilli~rs ar~ the only persons in this Paribh, who 
take part In the deliberatIOns of the Fabrique meeting:;, In a 
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ta,bles aient all!~gll~, fur des f~its, l'incapacite des marguilliers <'t 
gerer feuls les aifalres de Fabnque, Cette mefure me paraitrait 
nuilible. Les faits finguliers qui ont fuivi l'aGmifiion des notables 
dans ies affemblees de Fabrique, en ",quelques paroiifes, font bien 
voir que ceUe mefure eft nuilible. Qu'on ajoute la longueur des 
debats qui s'enfuivrait d'un plus grand nombre de deliberans, Ie 
retardement dans I'expedition des "ffaires, l'efprit de cabale qui fe 
cacherait encore moins que dans les elections des reprefentans, la 
retraite des citoyens pailibles qHi aimeraient mieux ne point pa
raltre aux affembh~es que d'etre expofes a etre cenfures par un 
parti oppofe et turbulent; toutes ces raifolls dont ! a plupart font 
confirmees par l'experience en des cas femb:ables, font voir que 
cette mefure [erait nuifible. 

12. Les potables n'ctant donc point neceffaires pour que les 
aifaires de Fabrique foient bien cOllduites, s'il fa!lait les y admet
tre; ce ne pourrait etre que pour relever davant age ces ailt mbIees 
aux yeux des paroiffiens, et pour fatisfaire Ie feeret plaifir de tout 
voir et de tout connaitre ; alors il paraltrait fuffisant pour obvier a 
autant de maux que poffible, et condefcendre autant qu'il pour
rait fe faire ala curiofite des paroiffiens, d'y admettre Ie feigneur 
de la paroiffe, ou dans la feignemie duquel ferait la paroiffe, lors
qu'il ferait catholique, a l'exc\ufion de tout autre de fa famille ; 
Ie juge it paix, Ie prt:!mier capitaine de mil ice, les perfonnes d'une 
profeffi6n reievee, comme avocats, medecil1s, notaires, tous re
fidaos dans la paroiffe, lorfqu'ils feront catholiques, et tant qu'ils 
ne feront point interdits de leurs fonctions pour quelque faute que 
ce foit. 

J05. ASSELIN, 
Cure de 1'lIe aux Coudres. 

lie aux Coudres, 6 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de l'Ile Perrot. 

1. Les marguilliers font les feuis dans cette p~roiiTe qui pren
nent part aux deliberations des affembl€es de Fabnque, Dans une 
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Pari~h like this confi~ting folely of farmers, if I except the Seig
neur, I fee none more notable than the Marguilliers themselves. 
who are generally the principal farmers. It is ealy to prove that 
the Seigneur never took any part in them. The most ancient 
records make no mention of it: there is not one which has his 
fignature, nor of anyone elte who might be with certainty be 
confidered as Notables. 

2. It is not possible for me to state when this custom com· 
menced, nor the changes that may have taken place in this respect, 
not having in my possession any paper that can give any informa
tion about it. 

3. Although a deed of gift made of a lot of land to t~e Fa
brique in 1742 shews me that from that time a Chapel was built, 
yet I have nothing in my possession that can shew what th(! 
custom was before 1 77G, on account, no doubt, that as the Curate 
of the adjoining Parishes then officiated here, the records of the 
deliberations of the meetings. jf any exist, remains in their hands. 
From 1776 until the prefent year, I find a regular feries of 
minutes of the ~xamination of accounts, always examined and 
balanced before the l\Iarguilliers alone. As to the minutes of 
elections, I find none previous to 1801. This minute only fays 
that [uch a person was chofen Marguillier at a meeting, without 
;;pecifying whether it was a meeting of Marguilliers, of Notables, 
or of the Parish. The others, although conceived in different 
term" as some fay, of the Marguilliers, and others, of the Parish, 
are yet 'all signed by the Cure, which induces me to believe that 
if the Notables were called upon to join the meetings, they never 
did. 

4" I can assign no caufe for the excluoion of the Notables from 
the Fabrique meetings, becaufe it does not appear to me that they 
were ever admitted. 

5. My anfwer to the last question will sufficiently explain why 
I can give no anfwer to this. Only let me be allowed to add, that 
I, never received any order or injunction from any authority what. 
ioever as to the mode of convoking the meetings. 

6. I do not recollect having received at the election of Mar
guilliers the votes of any other perfons than those of tn.! Marguil
liers themfelves. My memory does not recall that any others 
ever offered themfelves at least with the intention of v~ting as 
Notables. 
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paroiife comme celle-ci, uniquement compofee de cultivateul'S, 
fi j'en excepte Ie feigneur. je n/en vois pas de plus notables que 
les marguilliers memes qui font generalement des Cultivateurs les 
plus marqnans. II eft aife de conftater que Ie feigneur n'y a ja
mais pris aucune part. Les actes les plus anciens o'en font allcune 
mention: je n'en trouve aucun qui foit revetu de fa fignature, ni 
d'aucun autre qu'on aurait certainement dil confidcfl~r comme no .. 
tables. 

2. 11 m'eft impQfIible d'affigner Ie commencement de cet ufage, 
ni les changemens qui ont pu avoir lieu i cet egard ; n'OIyant en 
mOl poifeffion aucun papier qui puilfe me les hire connaitre. 

3. Quoique Ie titre de donation d'nn terre in a ia Fabrique en 
1742, m'apprenne qU'OIl erigea des-Iors llne chapelle, je n'ai ce
pendant rien en ma polfeffion qui puiife me hire connaitre l'u-
1age avant 1776; pour cette raison, fans doute que cette paroiife 
etant alors deifervie par les cures voifins, les actes de deliberation 
des alfemblees, s'il y en a, font demEures entre leurs mains. Je 
trouve de puis 1776, jufqu'a l'annee courante, nne fuite reguliere 
d'actes d'examen des comptes, toujours examines et clos devant 
les marguilliers feulement. Quant aux actes d'el€ction, je n'en 
trouve point d'anterieur a 1801. Cet acte dit feulement qu'un tel 
a cte e'lu marguillicr dans une aifemblee, fans fpecifier si elle etait 
de marguillier, de notables ou de paroiife. Les autres, quoiqlle 
con<;us differlo'mment, parce que les nns portent de marguilliers, 
les autres de paroiife, ne font toujours figncs que par Ie cure; ce 
qui me porte a croire que fi les notables ont ete invites d'affi~ter 
aux aifemblees, ils n'y font jamais venus. 

4, Je ne puis affigner aucune cauie de l'exclufion des notables 
des afiemblees de Fabrique, parce qu'il me parait qu'ils n'y ont 
jamais affire. 

5. 1\1a riponfe a la d~rniere queftion explique fuffisamment 
pourquoi je ne puis repondre a celle.ci. Seuiement, qu'il me foit 
permis d'ajouter que je n'ai jamais re«u d'ordre ou d'injonct~on 
d'ancune autorite queIconque concernant Ie mode de convocatIOn 
des aifemblees. 

6. J e ne me rappelle pas d'avoir re<;u a l'el~c~ion de,S marguil
liers les votes c!.'autres perfonnes que des margullhers memes, Ma 
memoire ne me rappelle pas qu'il s'en foit jamais prHente d'au
tres, du moins dans la peduasion de voter comme notables. 
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7. J can affirm that before the diffiCll:ties that have lately arisen, 
and which are now submitted to the conGdel'ation of the Com
mittee, I confidered the form of convocation of fuch trifling im
portance, that I should be much at a loss to recollect the expres
fions of which I made ufe, not being in the habit of puttir>g down 
fuch notices in writing. Sometimes I announced" a meeting, for 
auditing the accounts of the oldest Marguillier leaving office."
At other times, and more frequently, I believe I added, " of Mar
gllilliers in office, and old ones,') for fllch an object, &c. On 
certain occasions, " a Parish meeting," &c. Thefe are nearly the 
terms which I made ufe of, in all the cafes fpecified in the ques
tion. 

8. No-never. 
9. I can not do it in an accurate manner. 
10. I have no knowledge that my Parishioners have complained 

of having been excluded from the Fabrique meeting3, or that they 
have taken any steps in that refrect. Nor do I believe that any 
decifion of CO'1rts have intervened on this {ubject: at least not for 
this Parish. 

11. To anfwer this quefl:ion appears to me to be both delicate 
and difficult. Nevertheless as the Committee does me the honor 
to aik for my opinion, I will give it, replying to it with the utmost 
fincerity. The word Notable aflpears to me to be fusceptible of 
a definition more or less extenfi ve. If, in its most strict accepta
tion, it is meant to denote none but perfons of confideration, who 
are few in number in the greater part of the Country Parishes, I 
should not fee any inconvenience in admitting them, as the num
ber of voters in the meetings would frill be sufficiently refl:ricted, 
that regularity and the dispatch of business would not be infringed. 
If, on the contrary, it is sought to be included in this qualification, 
all professional men, Merchants, ane Landholders, I should be of 
the contrary opinion. One need only take into confideration, 
the extent of the generality of Parishes to find that the number 
of perfons fo qualified in each, could scarcely be less than two or 
three hundred, and in fame more. Now daily experience teaches 
us that large aifemblages are hardly proper for the dispatch of 
business ~ even when they are peaceable, they are always noify. 
It appears to me befides that in giving up the temporal manage~ 
ment of the Fabriques to every body, there is then nobody who 
~s ~efponfibl.e: It will th~n ~esult that, even when every thing 
IS m tranqulllty, no one ~1l1 mtermeddle-and this is what the 



~7. J e puis afHrmel' qu'avant les difficultes furvenues derniert:
lnent, ,et. qui fO,~t aujollrd'hui foumifes a l'examen du Comite, j'ai 
attache slpeu d Importance au mode de convocation, que je fcrais 
fort en peine de rapporter les expreHion<; dont je me luis fervi n'a
ya.nt ?~s. pour co~tllme d'e~rire c,es fortes d'annonces. Qu~Jque~ 
fms, J a~ annonCe ~'~ne afi~mblee pour examiner les compte;; dli 
plus ancle.n ma.rgu.~ll.le~ {or:l de charge." D'autres fois, et Ie plus 
{ouvent, Je crOI~, J at aJollte "de marguilliers de l'rellvre et an
ciens," pour tel objet~" etc. Dans certains cas "une affem
blee de paroiife," etc. Ce font a-peu-pres les modes de con\'oca
tion dont je me fu:s fervi dans tous les cas fpecifies dans la de ... 
mande. 

8. Non, jamais. 
9. Je ne Ie puis faire d'une maniere certaine. 
10. Je n'ai aucune connaissance que mes paroiHiens fe [oient 

plaints d'etre exclus des affemblees de Fabrique, ou qu'ils aient 
fait quelques demarches it cet egard. J e ne crois pas non plus 
qu'un(' decifion de cour foit intervenue fur ce [ujet, du moins pour 
cette paroiife. 

11. La reponfe it cette quefiion me parait affez delicate et diffi
eiIe. CepenJant, puifque Ie Co mite me fait l'honneur de me de
mander une opinion, je la donnerai en ne r(~pondant d'autre choie 
que de ma finccrite. Le mot notable me femble fusceptible d'une 
acceptation plus ou moins etendue. Si dans fon acceptation la plus 
firicte, on n'entend deiigner que certaines perfonnes de con
fideratioD, qui ne fe trouvto'Dt qu'en petit nombre dans Ia plupart des 
paroiifes de campagnes, je ne verrais aucun inconvenient 11 les ad
mettre, puifque Ie nombre des votans dans les aifemblees ferait en
core affez reftreint, et que Ie bon ordre et I'expedition des affaires 
n'en pourraient [ouftrir. Si, au contraire, on comprend fous cette 
qualilication toutes les pedonnes de profefIion, les marchands, les 
proprietaires de biens-fonds ; je ferais d'une opinion contraire. 
II fuffit de confiderer l'etendue de la generalite des paroiff~s pour 
fuppoier que Ie nombre de perfonnes qualifiees dans chacline ne 
ferait guere moindre que de ?eux ?u trOis. ~ens, et dans quelques 
tines davantage. Or, l'experIence jonroalIere no us apprend que 
les grandes reunions ne font guere p~opres a l'expcdition d,:s af
faires : lors mcme qu'elles font paIiibles, e!les font touJours 
bruyantes. II me fembl7 en o~tre, qu'en remettal;t Ie gouvern~
ment temporel des Fabnq ues ~ tout Ie monde, c eft dans Ie ~'llt 
n'en charger per[onne. It en relultera donc que, quand tout {era 

2C 
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Notable of Three Ri\"ers has already aifured us has taken place in 
his Parish, and in fome others, where, it is faid, it has been found 
neceifary to fiop paifengers in order to make out a quorum. On 
the contrary, at a period of dissention, quiet people will finish by 
going away, and will leave every thing to party.,people, who will 
wish for nothing better than to take it up. Such in fiances are not 
rare. Even now, when the mretings are not numerous and gener-
211y confisting of chofen people, yet the effects of pamon, prejudi~e 
and intrigue shew themfelves. Does it require a prophet to foreree 
that fo many heads will not be exempt from this? I shall be told, 
it is true, that all will not at all times affist: I concede it; but 
it will nevertheless be always true that all may, and that it will 
always be a defect in a law that shall fanction an abufe of itfelf, 
and only appear fit under the fuppofition that the right it gives 
shall not be made ufe of. 

12. In cafe the Notable Inhabitants will have to participate in 
the deliberations of the Fabrique meetings, thofe Notables ought, 
in my opinion, to be ] st. All Catholics entitled to be called 
honorable, 2d. Thofe entitled to be called Esquire; 3d. Citizen, 
4th. All holders of land, under cultivation to a fixed amount in 
value: for inftance, fixty arpents, which generally yield a decent 
maintainence to landholders. To be fure, this would incluqe a 
great many; but if privileges are to be granted to the people, I 
do not fee how, to be conlistent, fewer can be admitted. In an 
agricultural Country, as this is, the latter class is of great impor
tance, efpecially fince they are in possession of almost the whole 
property of the Country. Moreover, if it be on account of being 
British Subjects that we must be admitted to the Fabrique meet
ings, why should this, fo important a class of them be deprived of 
the privileges which all the others claim with pride. If we appeal 
to natural jufl:ic~, fince it appears to be nothing but equitable that 
thofe who provl<le the money should have the controul over it 
the fame reafon operates in their favour with even more force, be~ 
caufe they themfelves form almost the whole -of thofe who are 
contributable. To ~Jtclude them would, therefore, in my opinion 
caufe them to contribute, and yet make their COncerns liable to 
be ad~inistered by the inhabitan~s of the Villages. And in that 
cafe, It would be be best to rernam as we are. 

J. z. CARRON, Priest. 
Isle Perrot, 15th March, 183 I. 
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~n .alX,. ~erlOnne ne sen melera : c'eft ce que Ie notable des 
Trols-RlVleres nous affure etre deja arrive dans fd paroiife, et dans 
quelques autres, ou, nous dit-il, on a ete oblige d'arr(~ter les pas~ 
sans pour former un quorum. Dans un temps de divifion au con_ 
ti"!lil"E~, les perfonnes paifibles finiront par fe retirer et abandonnee 

runt Ie tout aux gens it parti, qui ne demanderont pas mieux que 
d: s~e~ cha~ge~: ces lortes d'exemples ne font pas rares. Or, si 
des aUJourd hUi que les affemblees font peu nombrellies et gene
talement comporees de perfonnes choifies, on fe plaint de paffions. 
de cabales, etc: faut-il ~tre prophete pour prevoir que tant de 
tetes n'en feront pas exemptes? On me dira, it eft vrai, que to us 
li'y affisteilt jamais : je Ie veux ; mais toujours f€fa-t·il vrai de 
dire qu'i1s Ie pourront, que c'eft un vice dans une loi de [anction
l1er un abus, et qu'elle ne peut paraitre {age qu'en fuppofant qu'on 
l1'ufera pas de fon droit. 

12. Dans Ie cas ou les habitans notables devraient participer
aux deliberations des affemblees de Fabrique, ces notables, de
'Vraient etre, dans mon opinion, I 0 tous les catholiques qualifies 
du titre d'honorable; 2 0 d'ecuyer; 3 0 de bourgeois; 4 0 en
fin, de tous les proprietaires de biens-fonds en culture au montane 
d'une quantite determinee: 60 arpens, par exempie, qui procu
rent generalement une honnete fubfistance aux propri~taires de 
fOilds. En voihl beaucoup fans donte ; mais si \'on veut accorder 
des droits au peuple, pour etre confequent, je ne crois pas qu'on 
puiffe en admettre moins. Dans un pays agricole, com me celui
ci, cette derniere c!affe eft tres-importante par cela me me qu'eHe 
polfede la prefque totalite des fonds. . Or, fi c'eft it .titre de fu
jets anglais qu'on veut avoir part aux. affemblees de Fabnque, pour
quoi cette clatI"e fi importante ferait-elle privee des avantages que 
to utes les autres revendiquent avec orgueil? Si l'on invoque la 
juftice. parce qu'il ne parait qU'equitable que. ceux .~ui fournilfent 
les deniers en aient Ie contra Ie. la meme ralfon mlhte en leur fa~ 
veur avec encore plus de force, parce qu'ils forment e;n; feuls 1~ 
pref<iue totalite des c?ntribu.able.s. Les .exclure~ ~eralt done, a 
mon avis. les mettre a contnbutIOn, et falre a~mmlftre~ leurs de
niers par les gens de village. Or, dans ce cas, 11 vaudralt tout au
tant refter com me no us fommes. 

J. Z. CARRON, Ptre, 

Ile Perrot, 15 Mars 1831, 



Parish of Isle Verte, (Green Island,) 

1. None but the old and new Marguilliers take part in the 
deliberations of the Fabrique meetings, in my Parish. No other 
is admitted. 

2. This cuitom has always existed in this Parish, unce its erec* 
tion, excepting only the four first years, for then, all the Parish
ioners, who were then few in number, were called to the meetings: 
this was, I think, becauie they were not, at that time, any Mar
guilliers elected. 

3. I rather think that this Parish was not erected before the 
Cession of Canada to Great Britain; there might be at that time 
fame fishing and hunting posts here. 

4. 5. In going over the book containing the minutes of the 
elections of Marguilliers, I have obferved that the Notables were 
admitted from 181S till 1821, without knowing why. It was 
under the fame Curate. I have reaion to believe that this change 
alone took place in the mode of the convocation made at the 
sermon. 

6. I never received at the election of Marguilliers, the votes of 
any other perfons than thofe of the old and new Marguilliers. I 
found this cufiom efitablished when I took possession of my 
cure. 

7. This is the manner in which I always convoked the Fa
brique meetings :~" The old and new Marguilliers will meet to
day at the Sacrifiy. immediately after Mass, in order to proceed to 
the election of a Marguillier, or for the rendering of accounts, 
&c. &c. &c. 

8. See anfwers 6. and 7, which will fuffice. 
9. This is the first Parish, where I have ferved as Cure. 
10. I never have had any knowledge that any of the Parishion

ers or landholders in my Parish have complained of having been 
excluded from the Fabrique meetings. 

11. I do not conceive that it would be of any utility in my 
Parish, to admit the Notables to the. Fabrique meetings. The 
concerns of the Fabrique have always appeared to me to have been 
well managed by the Marguilliers. 

12: In cafe ~he Notable~ ,?ust be admitted to participate in the 
Fabnque meetmgs, my opmlOn would be to confider as Notables 
Messieurs the Members of the Houfe of Aifembly. the Seigneur of 



Paroisse de rIfe Vale. 

1. n n'y a q~~ I;s n:arguilliers anciens et nouveaux qui pren~ 
nent part aux deliberatIOns des alfemblees de Fabrique dans ma 
paroiffe. Aucun autre n'y efl: admis. 

2. L'ufage a toujours ete ainu dans cette paroilfe depuis fon eta~ 
bliffement, si \'on en excepte les quatre premieres annees, car 
tous les paroiffiens, qui etaient alors en petit nombre, etaient ap
peles aux affemslees : c'efl:, je crois, parce qu'il n'y avait pas en
core de marguillier d'elus. 

3. Je crois bien qu'avantla ceffion du pays a Ia Grande-Breta
gne, cette paroiffe n'etait pas encore etablie ; il Y avait peut-Stre 
dans ce temps quelques pofl:es de peche ou de chaffe. 

4. et 5. En parcourant Ie cahier contenant les actes d'election 
des marguilliers, j'y ai vu l'admiffion des notables depuis l'an 18} S 
jufqu'en 1821, fans en connaitre la caufe. C'efl: fous Ie meme 
cure; je fuis porte a croire que ce changement n'a eu lieu que 
dans Ie mode de la convocation faite au prone. 

6. Je n'ai jamais re<;u a I'election de marguilliers les votes d'an
tres perfonnes que des marguilliers anciens et nouveaux. C'efl: 1a 
contume que j'ai trollve Hablie en prenant poffeffion de ma cure. 

7. Voici comme j'ai toujours fait la convocation des affemblees 
de Fabrique : "Les :mciens et nouveaux marguilliers s'affemble
ront a la Sacrifl:ie aujourd'hui, auffitot apres la Meffe, pour pro
ceder a l'election d'un marguiliier, ou pour Ia reddition des comp
tes," etc., etc., etc. 

8. Voyez les reponfes 15 et 7, qui doiventetre fuffisantes. 
9. C'efl: la premiere paroiffe que je deffers comme cure. 
lO. Je n'ai jamais eu connaifEmce que des paroiffiens ou propri

etaires dans ma paroiife fe foient plaints d'etre exclus des aifem
blees de Fabrique. 

11. Je ne vois pas qu'il foit utile a rna paroiife d'admettre les 
notables aux affemblees de Fabrique ; les affaires de la Fabrique 
m'ont paru toujours bien conduires par les marguilliers. 

12. Dans Ie cas ou les notables clevraient participer aux aff'em
bUes de Fabrique, mon opinion ferait de confiderer cO,mme n~
tables, MM~ les membres de la Chambre d' Aifemblee, Ie fer-



the Parish, the Captains, Magistrates, Notaries, and Physicians, 
provided that thefe last are landholders. 

Isle Verte, 2d March, 1831. 

? BELAND, Priest, 
Curate of Isle Verte. 

Parish of St. Jacques. 

In anfwer to your letter of the] 6th of February last, I have thp 
honour of informing the Committee of the Houle of Affembly, 
that I have already given an anfwer to a circular letter from My 
Lord the Bishop of Quebec, dated the 7th of AUgU5t in last year; 
which correfpondence inc1ud.es, in my opinion, the questions and 
anfwers requisite for elucidating the queftion at prefent before the 
Committee. I can, therefore, only, on that 1i.Jbject. refer the 
Committee to that correfpondence, the more fo, as I should con
ceive there would be much inconvenience for the Clergy to hold 
communication on fuch matters, with the Committee of the Houfe, 
otherwise than through the channel of their ecdesiastical su-
periors. 

J. R. PARE', Priest. 
St. Jacques, 6th. March, 1831. 

Parish of St. Jean Baptiste des Ecureuils. 

1. 2. The old and new Marguilliers are the only perrons who 
take part in the Fabrique meetings. in the Parish of St. Jean 
Baptiste des Ecureuils; and the Cure always pre fides at thofe 
meetings. But when there is a queftion as to any work to be 
dune to which aU the Parishioners mu[t contribute, fuch as rep a ir
ing the Church, the Presbytery, the Cemetery, &c. all the land
hol~ers are rummoned.: it is then not a F~brique meeting, but a 
Pamh meetmg; such 15 the conftant practIce from 1795. 
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g~eur de la p;l"oiffe, les ca.pitain:s, magift:ats, (notaires, mMe
cms,) pourvu que ces derll1ers fOlem propnetaires. 

P. BELAND, Ptre. 

Ile Verte, 2 Mars 1831. 
Cure de Pile Verte. 

Paroisse de St. Jacques. 

En reponfe a votre Iettre du 16 Fev~ier dernier, j'ai l'honneur 
d'informer Ie Comite de la Chambre d'i\ffemblee, que j' ai deja 
repondu a une circulaire de Monfeigneur l'Eveque de Quebet;, en 
date du 7 Aout de Pan dernier ; IaquelJe correfpondancelrenfer
mait, dans mon opinion, des demandes et reponfes fuffisantes pour 
l'eclairciffement de Ia queftion maintenam devant Ie Comite. Je 
ne pllis done que referer Ut-deffus Ie Comite it la dite eorrespon
dance; d'autant plus que je trouverais beaucoup d'inconveniens 
a ce que Ie c1erge eommuniquat fur de pareiIles matieres avec Ie 
Comite de Ia Chambre, autrement que par Ie canal de res fuperieurs 
eCclesiaftiques. 

J. R. P ARE', Ptre~ 
St. Jacques, 6 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Jean Baptiste des Ecureuils. 

J. et 2. Les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux font les {euls qui 
prennent part aux affemblees de Fabrique dans la Paroiffc de St. 
Jean Baptifte des Ecureulls ; et Ie cure preilde toujours it ces as
femblees. Mais quand it s'agit de quelque reuvre a laque\le tous 
les paroilIiens doivent contribuer, comme]a reparation de Pe
glife, du prElsbytere, du cimetiere, etc, on affembl: tous les 'pro
prietaires : alor ~ce n'eft plus une affe~nbl~e de Fabnque, mal? de 
paroitTe. Tel eft 1 Jifage conftant depuls dlx-fept cent quatre.vmgt 
quinze. 
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e. 4. 5. From the erection of the Parish, in 1741 J until thE! 
Cession of Canada to Great Britain, the cuftom has varied. At 
first, the accounts were rendered before the Cure, in presence of 
the Marguilliers in office, and- of several Elders of the Parish. 
This mode of rendering the accounts prevailed for five years. 
Afterwards no mention is made of the Elders of the Parish, until 
1778. At th:1t period the most notable of the Parish began to be 
admitted, which was the cafe until J 795. I speak only of the 
meetings for the rendering of accounts, becaufe I have not within 
my reach any document which can put it in my power of reporting 
to the Committee upon the other meetings, until 1795, but fince 
that year 1795, until now, none but the old and new Marguillien 
have been admitted to the Fabrique meetings, as well for the elec
tion of Marguilliers, as for the rendering of accounts, I do not 
know to what caufe this alteration is to be attributed. 

6. As for myfelf, I have followed the cuftom eftabliihed in my 
Parish; I have never received, at the election of Marguilliers, the 
votes of any other perfons [han of the old and new Marguil
liers. 

7. 8. 1 have alone convoked the old and new Marguilliers, for 
all Fabrique meetings, as well on ordinary occafions, as for .the 
rendering of accouMs, and the elc;'ction of Marguilliers. 

9. At Montreal, where I exercised my ministry for feveral 
year~, the cuftom is to convoke for all Fabrique meetings, none 
but the old and new Marguilliers; at least I never faw the contrary 
practifed, during the ten years I resided there. 

lO. I have no knowledge that any Parishioner or landholder in 
my Parish, has complained of being excluded from the Fabrique 
meetings, or has taken any fteps in that refpect. No decision df a 
Court has intervened on this fubject. 

11. 12. As to the admission of the Notable Inhabitants to the 
Fabrique meetings, my humble opinion is that it would be injuri
ous to the Fabnques; ht, because one would then be compelled 
to admit to the meetings, feveral perfons who are unworthy of ap
pearing there; fuch as are to be met with in all Parishes; fuch 
reftless and turbulent characters as feem to have adopted the prin
ciple of oppofing all the doings of their fellow. creatures and who 
create diftl,lrbances and difcOl;d wherever they exist; 2d, becaufe 



217 

3., 4. et 5. Depuis l'etablifTement de la paroiife en lHI juf
qu'a la ceffion du pays a la Grande-Bretagne 'l'ufage a ~arie' , d . , • 
D abor , leg co:nptes fe rendalent par-devant Ie cure, en pre-
f~nce des margUlIl!e:s. du bane et de pluGeurs anciens de la paroifTe. 
Ce n~ode .de ~a reddltlO~ des co:nptes eut lieu pendant cinq annees. 
EnrUlte, II n eft plus fa~t mentIOn des anciens de la paroiffe, juf
qu en 1778. A cette epoq ue, on conunenc;a a admettre les plus 
notables de la paroilTe: ce qui fe pratiqua jufqu'en 1795. J e ne 
parle quedesafTembh!es pour la reddition des comptes ; parce que 
je n'ai entre les mains aucun document qui puifTe me mettre en 
etat de ren~re compte au Comite fur les aut res affemblees jufqu'en 
1795 ; malS depUis cette annee, J 795, jufqu'a prefent, il n'ya 
que les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux 'qui aient ete admis aux 
affemblees de Fabrique, taot pour I'election des marguilliers, que 
pour la reddition des comptes. Je ne fais a queUe caufe attribuer 
ce changement. 

6 Pour moi, j'ai fuivi l'ufage ttabli dan~ rna paroiffe ; je n'ai 
jamais re<ru a n:lection des marguilliers les votes d'autrcs per
fonnes que. des anciens et des nouveaux marguilliers. 

7. et 8. Pour toutes les afiemblees de Fabrique, tant dans les 
cas ordinaires, que pour la reddition des comptes et ['election des 
marguilliers, je n'ai convoque que les feu Is, marguilliers anciens et 
nouveaux. 

9. A Montreal, ou j'ai exerce mon minifi:ere pendant pluGeurs 
annees, l'ufage eft de ne convoquer, pour toutes les affemblees de 
Fabrique, que les feuls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux: au 
moins, je n'ai pas vu pratiquer Ie contraire dans I'efpace de dix 
ans que j'y fuis demeure. 

10. Je n'ai pas connaifTance qu'aucun paroiffien ou proprietairc 
dans rna paroifTe, fe foit plaint d'etre exclu des alfemblees de Fa
brique, ou ait ado pte quelques demarches it cet egard. Aucnne 
deciGon des cours n'eft intervenue 11 ce fujet. 

II. et 12. Quant a l'admiffion des habitans notables aux alfem
bIees de Fabrique, mon humble opinion eft qu'dle ferait nuifible 
aux: Fabriques, 1 0 parce qu'alors on [erait force d 'admettre auX 
aff'emblees p1ufieurs perfonnes indignes d'y paraltre, commt:! il s'en 
trouve dans toutes Ies paroifTes; aces efprits inquiets et turbulens 
qui femblent aVOJr pour principe de s'oppo{er a toutes les ~e~ar
ches de leurs femblables, et qui mettent Ie trouble et la d~vl{jon 
partout ou ib fe trouvent; 2 0 parce qu'alors on ne vel'raIt que 

2 D 
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it would then too often be feen, that men without merit, without 
honefty, and without honour, would seat themselves bY'their in~ 
trigues, on the official bench, and become dissipators of the pro. 
perty of the Church, in lieu of being its prudent adminiftrators. 
Befides 1 do not fee why we ihould give to fo many mdividuals 
the management of property that belongs to the Church and not 
to them. Therefore I think that the right of taking a part in the 
Fabrique meetings, should be folely left to the old and new Mar~ 
guilliers. 

Jos. GABOURY, Priest, Curate .• 

St. Jean Baptiste des Ecureui]s, 
21st March, 1831. 

Parish if St. Jean Clzrysostome de Lauzon. 

I. My Fabrique is but beginning, only dating fince the first of 
November last. There have not here been any regular delibera
tions. At St. Fran<iois. Nouvelle-Beauce, where I was Cure last 
year, the old and new Marguilliers alone took part in the delibera
tions of the Fabrique meetings. That was alfo precifely the cafe 
in the Mifiions of New Brunswick, of which I had the charge for 
a period of feven years. 

2. The conftant ufage of admitting to the Fabrique meetings 
none but the body of the Marguilliers, appeared to me, both at St. 
Fran<;ois, Nouvelle Beauce, and in New Brunswick, to have been 
as old, as the first origin of thofe Settlements. 

3. The feveral cures of which I have had the charge, were not 
in exiftence at the time of the Ceffion of Canada to Great Britain; 
and confequently their records shew only dates that are pofterior 
to that period. 

4. It appears to me to be prefumed, that if there are Fabriques 
in which it was formerly the cuftom to call any others but the 
Marguilliers to the meetings, and that that is now difcontinued to 
be done, the caufe can only be found in the difsentions brought 
about by fuch forts of people. 
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trop fouvent ues pommes fans merites, fans pl"Obite fans honneur 
fe [aire placer, plf leurs iotrigues, fur Ie banc-d'<~uvre et deve: 
nir I~s.diffipateurs d~s .biens d~ l'eglife,. au lieu d'en et:e les {ages 
ad.m~mftrateurs. D aIlleurs, Je ,ne VOIS pas pourquoi I'on donne
~a~t, a ~ant d~ perfonn~s un contro!e ~ur.des b~ens qui appartiennent 
a I egllfe, et no~ ~as a ell~s. Amsl, Je crOIS qu'on devrait laiff'er 
aux fe.u.ls .ma~gUllhers anCIens et nouveaux Ie droit de prendre part 
aux delIberatIOns des aff'emblees de Fabrique. 

J os. G ABOUR Y J Ptre. Cure. 

St, Jean Baptifie des Ecureuils, 
21 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Jean Chrysostome de Lauzon. 

1. Ma Fabrique eft naiff'ante, ne datant que du ler Novembre 
dernier; il n'y a point encore eu iei de deliberations regulieres. 
A St. Fran«ois Nouvelle-Beance, dont j'ai ete cure I'annae der
niere, les feuls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux prenaient part 
aux deliberations des aff'emblees de Fabrique. C'etait precife
ment Ie cas dans les Miffions de N€w-Brunswick, dont j'ai ete 
charge l'efpace de fept ans. 

2. L'ufage conftant de n'admettre aux aff'embh~es de Fabrique 
que Ie corps feul des marguiIJiers, et a St. Fran(jois N. B. et 
it New-Brunfwick, m'a paru de meme date que la naiff'ance m~me 
de ces etabliff'emens. 

S. Les differentes cures dont j'ai ete fucceffivement charge 
n'exiftaient point a la ceffion du Canada a la Grande-Bretagne ; 
coufequemment leurs archives n'offrent que des dates pofterieurs 
it cette epoque. 

4. II m'eft prefumable que, s'il eft des Fabriques OU I'on ait 
ete autrefois dans l'ufage d'appeler aux aifemblees d'autres que 
les marguilliers, et qu'on ait ceff'e de Ie [aire, la caufe n'en peut 
etre attribnee qu'auA troubles apportes par ces fortes de gem-Ill. 
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5. The non-attendance of the Parishioners who are not Mar
guilliers at the Fabrique meetings, is the natural confequence of 
their not being convoked to thofe kinds of meetings. by thofe who 
prefided over them, and who, probably were empowered by their 
ecclefiastical fuperiors, or otherwife, to act fo. 

6. In one fingle, folitary in fiance, did I indiscriminately receive 
the votes of the public at the election of Marguilliers: I have had 
only to repent I did fo; the inconveniences that result from it are 
toO numerous to attempt to enumerate them. It was in a new 
Settlement, where the bufiness was to appoint three Marguilliers 
at the same time. I subsequently underftood that, in such cases, 
the Biihop of Quebec authorizes the Truftees that are chosen by 
the public to form a new eftablilhment, to elect alone, under the 
prefidency of the Cure, the three first Marguilliers. 

7. In thefe terms ;-" The old and new Marguilliers are re
quefted to meet, at the found of the bell, after fervice. in the hail 
of the Presbytery, to proceed to the election of a new Marguil1ier; 
or to affist at the rendering of accounts of fuch a Marguillier, whQ 
has, during fuch a time, adminiftered the funds of this Fabrique." 

8. I have already stated. that, excepting one lingle and solitary 
inftance, I have only called to the Fabrique meetings the body of 
MarguiHiers; and in doing so I followed the cuftom generally 
adopted by an immenfe majority of my brother-clergymen in 
Lower Canada . 

. 9. In the Pariihes of which I have myself had the cure, as we]:! 
as in those in which I relided before I received Priest's orders, it 
has most generai:y been the case that none but the old and new 
Marguilliers affisted at the I<abrique deliberat:ons, for the election, 
and for the rendering of the accounts, of their brother Margoil
liers. 

10. I have no knowledge that any Parishioners who were not 
Marguilliers have ever complained of being excluded from the 
Fabrique meetings; ~uch less .have I seen them resorting to-legal 
means to be compulsively ad~Il1tted. Suth pretentions only pro
perly belong t~ th.e people of rhree Rivers, (Tr~fluviens.) 

11. For my mdlVldual part, I conceive that the Parish having 
appo!nted agents, to represent them in the Fabrique, as they have 
appomted persons to represent them in Parliament, so they ought 
not to be any more added to the first than to the last. 

12. Who ought to be, in my opinion, these Notables? The 
TrifiU7.1ian geuI.ry use the expreffions Notable and Principal 
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5 .. L'abfence d~s paroiniens non-marguilli~rs des aiTembltes de 
Fabnqu~ ea la fUlte route naturelle de leur non-convocation a ce' 
fortes d'~iTembl~es! de la p~r~ de ceux: qui les prelidaient, et qui: 
apparemlnent, etalent autonfes par leurs iuperieurs ecC\cHiastiques 
au aurrement, a en agir ainli. ' 

6· U ne feule et unique fois, j'ai re<{u indiscriminatim a l'elec
tion de marguilliers les votes du public ; je n'ai eu qu'a m'en re
penrir; les inconveniens qui en font refultes font en tTOP grand 
nombre pour entreprendre d'en fail'e ici I'enumeration. C'etait 
dans un etabliiTement nouveau, au il s'agitrait de creer a la fois trois 
marguilliers. l'ai fu, apres coup, qu'en pareil cas, l'Eveque de 
Quebec autorife les fyndics prepores par Ie public a l'erection d'un 
nouvel etabliJfement, it elire feuls, fous la prefidence de M.le cure, 
les trois premiers marguilliel·s. 

7· En ces termes-ci: " Les marguilliers anciem et nouveaux: 
sont pries de s'3/fembler au 10n de la choche, it l'iifue de I'Cffice, 
en la salle du Presbytere, pour, la, proceder a I'election d'un 
nouveau marguillier; (ou) pour affistedt Ia reddition des comp
tes d'un tel marguillier, qui a adminiftre tant de temps les de
niers de cette Fabrique." 

8. Deja je VOliS ai obferve qu'a I'exception d'une feule et unique 
fois, je n'ai appele aux aiTemblees de Fabrique que Ie corps feu I 
des marguilliers, et en cela. j'ai fuivi la coutu me generalement 
adoptee par I'immense majorite de mes confreres du Bas-Canada. 

9. Dans les paroiffes que j'ai moi-meme defft!l'vies, auffi bien 
que dans celles OU j'ai relide avant rna pr(~trise, Ie plus generale
ment les feuls marguilliers, tant anciens que nouveaux, affistaient 
aux deliberations de Fabrique, a l'ejection et a Ia reddition des 
comptes de leurs confreres. 

10. Je n'ai aucune connaiifance que des paroiffiens non-mar
guiIliers fe foient jamais plaints d'etre exclus des aifemblees de 
Fabrique ; encore moins les ai-je vu recourir aux voies legales, pour 
yetre forcement admis. Ces pretentions-la ne font propres qu'aux 
1'rtfluviens. . 

11. Pour moi, individuellement, je penfe que Ies parodliens ayant 
conftitue des agens pour Ies reprefenter dans la Fabriqlle, c~mme 
ils en ont conftitue pour les reprefenter dans Ie Parlem~nt, Ils ne 
doivcnt pas plus etre adjoints aux premiers qu'aux dermers. 

12. Quels doivent ~tre, dans mon opinion, ces n,ota;bles ? M~s
fieurs les Trifluviens synonimifent notables ct prlOClpaux. S J1~ 
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synonymously. If they are in the right, . (which I do not, ~s an 
individual, admit,) let Pr'incipals be the first to be precogmzed, 
and be insulated from Notables, a word which I;Uts a bad figure in 
the sense I give to it, an equivocal word, whic)1 may grammatically 
be used both in a good and a bad sense. Mary Magdalen \Vas 
notable in Jerufalem for her sins, as she was afterwards for her re
pentance. I know a man who calls himself notaole by superemin
ence, but the chief merit he poffesses in the eyes of other men, is 
that of selling Etrong liquor more or less mixed with water. As it 
has been remarked, we may qualify as principal inhabitants, th" 
Marguilliers, the Seigneur,. the Magistrates, and the superior 
Militia Officers in a Parish, but not every man of character that is 
approved of; which is again equivocal. 

F. X. ED. R. LE DUC, Priest, Curate. 

St. Jean Chrysostome de Lauzon, 
18th Feby. 1831. 

Parish if St. Jean de Rouville. 

]. The old and new Marguilliers alone. 
2. Thirty th:ee years have elapsed since this Parish was erected. In 

th~.~rst nine years the whole Parish convened together elected a Mar
gUllher; and the Notables, with the MarO"uilliers met for the rendering 
of accounts: whilst for twenty four slJcce~sive years, neither the Parish
ioners nor the Notables have been summoned, 1'101' have presented them-
seives for such objects. . 

4. It appears that such a measure wns only taken at the commence
ment of th.e Set~lement, for the wal'lt of Marguilliers: other Parishion
ers were dlscontllJued to be summoned, when the number of Marguilliers 
was considered to be sufficient. 

6. For the two years that I have been here, 1 have followed the esta
blished custom. 

? T~is is the for~ I helve followed in my notices at the sermon 'on 
thiS subJect: " ~eSSlellrS the old and new MarguiIliers, are requested to 
meet at - In order to _ &c." 
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ont rairon, (ce qu'individuellement je n'admets pas,) qU'on pre~ 
conile principaux et qU'on ifole notables, mot qui figure mal dans 
Ie fens qu'on lui donne, mot equivoque, qui grammaticalement 
s'entend en bonne et mauvaise part. Magdeleine etait notable 
dans Jerufalem par ses crimes, comme elle Ie fut depuis par sa pe
nitence. J e sais un homme qui se pretend notable renforce, et 
son principal merite connu de~ autres hommes n'eft que de sur
vendre liqueurs plus ou moins trempees d'eau. Comme on a re
marque, on peut qualifiEr de principaux les marguilJiers, Ie sei
gneur, les magifirats, les premiers otUciers de milice d'une pa
roiffe, et non pas, comllle on a ajoute, tout hom me d'un carac
tere approuve; c'eft equivoque encore. 

F. X. ED. R. LE DDC, 
Ptre. Cure. 

St. Jean Chrisostome de Lauzon, 
18 Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Jean de Roltville. 

1. Les marguilliers seuls anciens et nouveaux. 
2. It y a treute.trois aus que eet.te paroisse ~st,~ta?lie. Daus ses 

neuf premiere~ aunees tout~ la parolsse convoquec ehsaa un margllllher, 
et les notables avec les marguilliers s'assemblaient pour la reddltlOn de~ 
comptes j et depuis vingt quatre ans consecUlifs, ni les paroissicns m 
les notables n'ont e.e appelcs, ni ne sont presentes pour teUes fins. 

4. II parah que telle mesure n'a ete suivie dans Ie.s commen::emens de 
eet etablissement que par Ie manque de margUilhers ; etl?n a cesse 
d'appeler d'autres paroissiens, quand Ie nombre des margmlliers a ele 

juge suffisant. . ., .,' .. , " 
6. Depuis deux ans que je SUlS ICI, J al SUIVI I usage etabh. 

7. Telle est la forme des mes anuonces au prone a ce sUj:t; " MM. 
les marguilliers ancienti et nouveaux 50nt pries de a'assembler a .•. , aux 

fins de," etc. 



9. I have not had the cure of any other Parish before thi~. 
10. 1st-One of the Memhers of Parliament fur this County, desirous 

of renderIng himself useful in some respects to his constitue~ts, suggested 
to them, to present Petitions to the Legislature, by which they com
plained of heing excluded from the Fabrique meetings, &c., and this was 
done here as elsewhere in the County. 2d-There have never been any 
law proceedings on this subject, in this Parish. . 

11. My humble opinion is for them not to be admitted, for the sake 
of peace in thosil meetings. 

P. LAFRANCE, Priest, Cure. 
St; Jean de RouvilIe, 

28th Feby. 1831. 

Parish Qf St. Jean, Dorchester. 

I have the honour to inform you that being the Curate of a Parish 
which has had an existence of no more than two years, the greater part 
of the questions that are put to me by the Committee does not concern 
us. I can only reply to the first and the ninth. 

1. The old and new MarguiIliers alone tak e part in the Fabrique de
liberations. In tLis Parish, in the first year, all the inhabitant landhold
ers, were necessariIly called to the election Dfthe three first .Mal'guilliers; 
and since then, in pursuance of decree of the Bishop of the District, 
which enjoins the officiating person to convoke thenceforward none but 
the old and new Marguilliers to the Fabrique meetings, as well for the 
annual election of the Marguilliers, as for the rendering of accounts, I 
have not summoned any otber. I have no knowledge of any remonstrance 
or murmuring against it. I have to answer the same thing as to the 
Mission of St. Valentine where I also now officiate. 

9. I answer that having been Curate for two years at St. Luc, and 
four at St. Pierre du Portage, I followed there the established custom 
of calling none to the Fabrique meetings but the old and new Marguil
Jiers. I have never .had a knowledge that a contrary custom was desired, 
nor that any complalOt was made against the established custom, neither 
as regards the election of Marguilliers, or as 10 the ienderillg of ac· 
coums. 
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9. Je n'ai pas desservi d'autre paroisse avallt cell •. 

. 10. 1
0 

Un de ,nos membres dtl Parlement pour c: ~~mte, dans Ie de. 
Sir de se rendre ut.lle en quelque cl.os= i1 ses constituons I. , , 
de' I L" I ~ • eu! a suggere 

e pr 'enter a a ,egis ature ~es reql.letes, OU ils se plaindraient d'etre 
exclus des assemblees de Fabnque etc e't lIs \' - t t- 't' , 'I I ' ,'" In al ICI cOIl1'ne al • 
eurs ,dans I~ comte. 2::> Jamals en cette paroisse il n'ya eu de pr '. 
dul'!' a ce sUJet. oce 

11. Mon hu'nble opinion est q:I'lls Il'y soient pas admis pour la paix: 
de ces assemblees. 

St. Tean de Ronville, 
28 F evrier 183 I. 

P. LAFRANCE, Ptre. Cure:. 

Paroisse de St. lean, Dorchester, 

J'ai l'honneur de vous dire qu'hant Cure d'une paroisse qui n'a que 
deux ans d'existence, la plus grande partie des questions que me fait Ie 
Comlre ne nous COncerne point: je ne Pllis repondre qu'a la premiere e t 
11 la neuvieme question. , 

1. Je dis que le3 marguilliers anciens et nouveallx seuls prennent part 
au x deliberations de Fabriq ue : que dans cette paroisse, la premiere an. 
nee taus les habitans proprietaires ont ete mkessairernent appeles it l'e
lection des trois premiers marguilliers; et depuis, en conformite a une 
,ordonnance '.le l'Eveque du District, qui enjoint au des.enant de ne con' 
voquer dorenavant que les marguilliers ancieDS et nouveaux aUK assern
blees de Fabrique, tant pour l'clection annuelle du marguillier que pour 
la redditio" des comptes, je n-1y ai convoquc nul autre. Je .,'ai connais· 
sance d'aucune r~chmatior! ni murmure la-contre. Je fais Ja mellle reo 
ponse pour la mission de Sr. Valentil1 que je dessers actllcliement. 

9. Je r~pollds qU'ayant ire pendant deux ans Cure de St. Luc et qua
Ire a St. Pierre du Portage j'ai suivi la I'usage etabli de ne convoquer 
aux assernblees de Fabrique que les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux. Je 
n'ai jamais ell connaissance qu'on reclamat ur. usage contraire, ni qu'on 
se plaignit de I'usage etabli, ni quant a l'Clection du marguiJlier, ni 
quant a la reddition des compte" 

2 E 



~26 

It. I'i!. As to the eleventh and twelfth, I can not answer them be. 
caus!! I do not know what is meant by Notables in this Country. 

St. Jean Dorchester, 
2.5th Feby. 1831. 

R. GAULIN, Priest. 

Parish cif St. Jean, Isle cif Orleans. 

1. III this Parish, the deliberations, iithey are oflittle importance, are 
held only between the Cure and the old and new Marguilhers. If they 
are of much importance, the Notables are called to them, and everyone 
claims to be a Notablp. 

2. It would be difficult to state at what period this custom com
menced; I myself know nothing of it but by tradition, the archives of 
this Parish having been considerably damaged at the time of the inva. 
sioll, when they were buried under ground; yet ill ) 766, we find" A 
meeting of Inhabitallt$ was convoked by the Cure, ill order to new roof 
the Presbytery." 

3. Since 1767, a period beyond which nothing can be made out in 
the Records, the election of Marguilliers was made by the choice of the 
old and new ones, as well as the election of Trustees: "The 5th Janu. 
ary, 1767, we the old and new Marguilliers convoked by the Cure, for 
the election of two Marguilliers." There are also minutes of 1777 and 
of 1790, where it is said, " We the Inhabitants convoked by the Cure 
_ for the election of a new Marguillier." Since 1790, there is no 
d.oubt that the elections were made, and the accounts constantly rendered, 
in presence of the old and new Marguilliers alone, as may be seen by the 
Minutes in the Archives. 

4. The Notable Inhabitants, are called in now, on the same occasions, 
as th~y appear to have been in time past. 

5. The case has not occurred. 
6. For nearly two years that I have been in this Parish, I have pre

sided at two elections of Marguilliers, and, in pursuance of the received 
custom, I only convoked at the service, the old and new Marguilliers, and 
they alone offered themselves to vote. 

7. Here is, in substance, the terms of the notices :-" The old and 
new Marguilliers are requested to meet at the close of Mass, 10 proceed 
to the election of a new Marguillier - or to alsiat at the rendering 
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11. et l~. Qua~t au" onzieme et douzieme, je ne saurais r repondre'9 
parce que Je ne sals ce que I'on en tend par notables dalls ce pa,s'ci. 

St. Jean Dorchester, 
25 Fev/ier 1831. 

R. GAULIN, Pue. 

Paroisse de St. Jean, lle d'Orteans. 

L Les deliberations en cette paroisse, si elles sont peu import antes, se 
font seuleme[)t eatre Ie cure et l~s marguilliers anciens et nouveaux; si 
elles sont de grande importance, on y appelle lea notables, et tout par
ticulier se pretend notable. 

~. II serait difficile de determiner dans que! temps cet uSage fut com
mence ; je lie Je tiens moi-meme que par tradition, les archIves de celte 
paroisse ayant ete considerablement alterees, it l'epoque de l'invasion, 
ou elles furent mi.es en terre. Cependant, .. en 1766 une assemblee 
ues habitans fut COl!voquee Dar M. Ie Cure, it la fin de faire couvrir en 
lleuf Ie presbytere." • 

3. Depuis 1767, temps au·deJa duquel on ne peut rien dechiffrer dan6 
les actes, I'election des marguilliers se faisait par Ie choix des anciens et 
nouveaux, ainsi que l'election des syndics: " Le 5 Janvier 1767, nous, 
les mal'gUlliiers anciens et nouveaux convoques par.1\1. Ie Cure pour elire 
deux marguilliers." II y a aussi des actes de 1777 et de 1790, oU il est 
dit: " Nous, les habitans cOllvoqUeS par M. Ie Curc-- pour l'eIection 
d'un nouveau marguillier." Depuis 1790, il n'y a aucun doute que les 
elections furent faites et les con.ptes constamment rendus en preience des 
anciens et nouveaux marguilliero seulement, comme on peut Ie voir par 
les actes aux archives. 

4. Lea habitans notables sont appeles aujourd'hui dans Jes memes cas, 
au lis paraissellt l'avoir t!:te par Ie passe. 

5. Le cas Il'a point eu lieu. 
6. Depuis bien tot deux ans que je suis dans cette paroisse, j'ai pre

side it deux elections de marguilliers, et suivant I'usage rec;u, je n'ai 
convoque au prone que les seuls marguilliers anciens et nuuveaux, et eUll; 
seuls s'y sont presentes pour voter. 

7. Voici, en substance, les te(mes des annonceS : cc Les marguilliera 
anciens et nouveaux sont pries de s'assembler a l'issue de la Messe, pour 
proceder it I'election d'un nouveau marguillier ••• 011 pour assistcr a )it 
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of the accounts of N." If the meeting is to be a general one; then, 
co the old and new Marguilliers, and the Notables, are requested to meet, 
at the c1os~ of Mass, to deliberate upon such or such other malter of the 
Fabrique ." 

8. This has not been the case. 
9. No answer. 
] O. In my present Parish, I have not beard that there haye been any 

complaints or remonstrances made with regard to the Parish meeti,ngs, 
either at present or heretofore. 

II. 1'2. I am fully of opinion that for the different matters relative to 
the Fabrique, th~re ought also to be difi'elent. kinds of meetings; since 
the fnnds of the Fabrique are derived from the monies of the individuals 
of which they consist, it appears right to me that those individuals, 
should likewise have the opportunity of giving their opinions upon the 
employment of those monies; but I would be desirous of comparing, 
though on a small scale, t,he administration of a Parish with that of the 
Government of the Province. It is the individual inhabitants of the Pro
vince who furnish tho public money; t hey possess also a certain cant raul 
over the disposal of that money, through the persons of the memb~rs of 
whom they make choice: yet all persons do not possess the right of 
electing their Representatives; this privilege is only granted to a certain 
distinct clas~: in like m~nner the individuals composing a Parish may 
give their opinion as to the disposal of their funds by means of' their 
Marguilliers. In this view, I distinguish three kinds of meeting1. 
lst. A plivate mteting composed of the Cu!'e and the Marguilliers ill 
office, for unf(Jleseen or trifllOg" matters, and wherein the amount of the 
BUm required may not exceed eight, twelve, or fifteen Iivres. 2d .. Usual 
meetings, composed of the old and new Marguilliers, for matters of more 
importance, such as would be the rendering of accounts, to determine as 
to internal repairs of the Church or of the Sacristy, to make the proper 
purchases of ornaments for the decency of the senice, and the expense 
u[ which, in each of the meelings expressly called for that purpose should 
not exceed thirty, forty, or fifty livres. As LO the third, which I call 
extraordinary or general, it would be such meetings where the election 
of ~~rguilliers v:as to take place, and of Trustees; for drawing up 
~elIuon8 to be. laid before Government, or before the Bishop; for alienat
ln~ or ~urch~sl11g moveables of a high value; to decide upon heavy re
paITs, either mternal or external, the amount of which would not exceed 
the sum of thirty, forty, or fifty !ivies; to subject the individuals of the 
Parish to certain di,bunernents, concerning the Church, or the Cure, or 
to relieve them from stich, &c. &c. &c. But the great diffiulty remains 
to determine .who those ~otables ol1ght to be: no one can doobt that 
~reat difficuittes would ame from admitting indifferently all individual~, 
Just t he same as there would be great difficulty, if all the individuals of 
the Country were in persoll to make their own laws. The want of ex-



229 

,edditio~ des co~ptes de N." Si l'assemblee doit etre gencrale : " Les 
margUllders ancIens et nouveaux et les notables sont prie, de s'assembler 

• a. l'issue de la Messe, pour delibcrer slIr tel ou tel autre article de Fa-
brique." 

8. Ce n'a pas etc le cas. 
9. Point de n§ponse. 
10. Dans ma paroisse acuelle, je n'ai point appris qn'il y ait eu au

cunes plaintes ni reclanlations faites it l'egard des assemblees de paroisse, 
ni presentement, ni par Ie passe. 

11. et 12. Je sllis bien d'avis que dans les differentes affaires de Fa
brique, il y ait aussi diffcrentes assemblees; puisque lea biens des F'l.
briques proviennent des debollrsemens des panicllliers qui les composent 
il me parah juste que ces particuliers alent aussi les moyens de donne; 
leurs opinions sur la destination de ces biens; rrais je comparelai. volon_ 
liers, quoiqu'en petit, l'administratlOn d'une paroisse a ce.le au gouvel
nement de 1[1 province. Ce sont les particuliers de la province qui four
nissent les deniers publics ; ils ont aussi un certain contrale a la des_ 
tination de ces memes deniers clans la personne des membres dont ils 
font choix ; cependant toute personne n'a point droit d't-lire ses reprc
sentans ; ce privilege n'est accc"de qu'it une certaine cIasse distinguee ; 
~insi les particuliers d'une paroisse peuvent opiner dans l'emploi de leurs 
deniers par Ie moyen de leurs marguilliers. Et pour cela, je dlstingue 
trois especes d'assemblees. 1 0 AssemblCe privee, composee du cure et 
des maJ'gmIliers de \'oouvre, pour les chases imprevues ou de peu de con
seque'lce, et dont l'evaluation de la somme ainsi destinee n'excederait 
pas huit ou douze au quinze livres. 2 0 Assemblee ordillaire, compo
see des anciens et nouveaux marguillien pou, chases de plus d'importance, 
comme serait la reddition des comptes, de determiner des reparations 
interieures de l'eglise ou de la sacristie, de faire les achats cO[lvenables 
d'ornemens pour la decenc.e des offices, et dont la depense dans cha
cune des assemblees it ce expre;; convoquees, Il'excederait pas trente au 
quarante Oil cinquante livref. Quant it la troisieme que j'appelle extra
ordinaire ou generale, ce serait celle OU on pOllrrait proceder aux elec
tions des marguilliers et des syndics, former des requetes pour F'esenter 
au GO:1Vernement ou a I'Eveque, aliener au acquerir des meubles de 
haut prix, determiner des glandes reparations interieures au exterieures, 
dont I'evaluation n'excederait p ... s la somme de trente au quarante ou cin
quante li~res; engager les particuliers de la paroisse it certaines charges 
ellvers l'cglise au Ie cure, ou les en decharger, etc., etc. Mais la grande 
difficulte est de determiner qtJ'elij devraient eIre ces notables; personnc 
ne do ute qu'il y ail de grands i nconveniens it y admettre indifferemment 
tOllS les particuliers, de m~me qu'il y ell aurait de grands si tOU8 les par
ticuliers'du pays devaient proced~r eux_memes a faire leurs lois. Le 
peu d'experience du grand nombre jette Ja confl~sion ; deux tet~s e)(al
,lees, san~ aveu et 5all~ titres, se feront des partJbans de leur fBpect") et 
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perience in the largest number throws things into confusion. Two hot
headed persons unknown and without claims, will draw together parti
zans of their own kidney, and would frequently shut the mouths of a 
respectable meeting, who will often prefer seceding rather than continne 
a struggle against such opponents. I have been myself a witness of 
similar occurrences, when young rash fools, for the sake of gaining a 
name, have nearly caused the failure of measures, the adoption of which 
was subsequently applauded by the whole Parish. I would only admit 
to these kind of meetings persons who were of irreproachable character 
and mature age. I am of opinion that no' inconvenience would result 
from seeing at them, 1st. All gentlemen who have a seat ill the Legisla
tive Council; 2d. All penolls legally elected as Members of the House 
of Assembly: 3d. All Officers of Militia, from the Captain upwards; 
4th. Every Justice of the Peace and Magistrate; 5th. The Seigneur of 
the Parish, and his eldfst 80n, if twenty on e years of age: 6th. The old 
and new Marguilliers, and the persons before elected as Trustees to 
superintend the public works- of the Fabrique; provided that all the 
above mentioned persons, with the exception of the Seigneur and his 
eldest son, be resident in the Parish. Although t he Nota[ie~, and the 
Physicians belong to a respectable class, and hold their Commissions 
flom Government, yet I do not think that they ought on that account 
to be ~dmitted as Notables, unless they are otherwise qualified as above 
mentioned. It is already but too common to see a young man of twenty 
years of age, without the requisite experience, nay often of liLtle decency, 
and little morality, relying upon his professional consequence, or upon 
the credit he has acquired with a certain class, take part in the public 
affairs of a Parish, for the purpose of dictation, or disseminatiug discord, 
and obstructing the good of the public. These, Sir, are my answers to 
your questions. I have endeavoured to make them as correctly as in my 
power. AS.to my own opinions they are given undisgui8edly, and I have 
s~lely enuncla:ed them, for the purpose of complying with the invitation 
given me theret? by the Representatives of my Country, and for the 
good of th~ public; happy if they prove to be of any utility. 

St. Jean, Island of Orleans, 
22d Feby. 18:>1. 

ANT. GOSSELIN, Priest, 
Cure of St. Jean, Isle of Orleans. 

Parish of St. Joachim. 

1: !~e custom of this Parish is for the affairs of the Fabrique 10 be 
admlOletered by the old and new Marguilliers, without the intervention 
()f the Notables; the laller are never called on, either at tbe rendering 



fermeront souvent la bouche a line respectable assemblee, qui prefbera 
souvenl se retirer plutot qlle de lutter conlre de semblables adversaires. 
J'ai ere moi-meme temoin de cas semblables, OU de jeunes etourdis, -(,lIr 
se faire un nom, ont failli faire manquer des resolntions dont l'exec~tion 
a ete en suite applaudie par toute la paroisse. Je n'admettrais donc aces 
assemblees que des personne. d'une probitc reconnue et d'un age mur. 
Je suis persuade qu 'on y verrait sans inconvenient, 1 0 toutes personnes 
ayant place aux Conseil Legislatif ; 2 0 toutes personnes leg'tirnement 
elues me:nbres de la Chambre d' Assemblee ; 3 0 toUt officier de milice 
depuis Ie capitaine et au-dessui; 4 0 toul juge de paix ct Il'agistrat ; 
50 Ie seigneur de la paroisse et son fils aine age de 21 ans; 6 0 les 
marguilliers anciens et nouveaux, et les iJersonnes deja clues syndics au
paravant pOllr presider aux travaux publics de la Fabrique ; pourvu que 
toutes les personnes sus-nommees, eXCepte Ie seigneur et son fils alne, 
soient residantes dans la paroisse. Quoiq ue les notaires et les medecins 
appartiennent a une classe respectable el tiennent leurs commissions du 
gouvernement, je ne crois pounant pas qu'ils doivent pour cela etre ad
mis comme notables, it mnins qu'ils ne soient d'ailleurs qualifies comme 
ci-dessus. II n'est deja. que trop commun de voir un jeune homme d'une 
vingtaine d'annees et sans experience sur cette matiere, et sOllvenl peu 
bonnete et moralise, appuye sur I'importance de sa profession, ou sur Ie 
credit dont il jOllit parmi une certaine c1asse, prendre parti dans les af
Faires publiques d'une paroisse, pour y faire la loi au y semer la discorde, 
et y mettre obstacle au bien public. Voila, monsieur, les reponses it 
vos questions: j'ai tache de lea faire avec toute la ponctualile .qui m'a 
ete possible. Quant a. mes opinions, elles sont toutes neltes, et Je ne les 
ai exposees que pour me renere a I'invitation des representans de mon 
pays, et pour Ie bien public. Heureux, si elles peuvent etre de quelque 
utilite. 

St. Jean, lie d'OrIeans. 
22 Fevrier 1831. 

ANT. GOSSELIN, Ptre. 
Cure de St. Jean lIe d'Orleans. 

Paroisse de St. Joachim. 
1. Je reponds que I'usage de cett~ paroisse est que les affa~f!:s de Fa

brique soient admillistrees par les ancl~ns et nouvea~x m.argUlll!ers! salis 
I'intervention des notables ; ces dermers ne sont jl!.malS requis nI pour 



of accounts, or the elet:tionsof Margllilliers- There has never been any 
change either in the notices of meeting; nor ill the form. This custom 
has all aloug been the same. This \1Ic1ude~ all answer to the second 
question as well as to the first. 

3. I can only answer tu the third but by means of the testimony of 
the oldest inhabitants, not having any documents on this subject of so 
early a date. They agree in saying that the manner of the meetings has 
never varied, and exists from time immemorial 

4. 5. These, in pursuance of what T have said can not regard us. 

6. I have invariahly followed the established custom. 
7. I have made use of the following expressions ;-" Messieurs the 

old and new Marguilliers of this Parish are requested to meet, after Grand 
Mass, at the Sacristy, in order to proceed to the election of a new Mar. 
guillier,-or to receive the accounts of the lVIarguillier lately in office." 

8- The eighth has never had any application to th-Is Parish._ 
9. I have officiated at St. Therese de B!ainville, La Valtne, and La 

Noraye, in the District of Montreal, during a period of ten years. There, 
in my time, the Notables were sllmmo!led, amongst which lessees, 
mechanics, poor landholders, persons of bad character, could not take a 
seat in any meeting. By this we may perceive who were the Notables 
ill those Parishes. 

10. I have not any knowledge of any complaints nor ()f any steps 
taken in this respect. 

11. I think that the admission of the Notables to the meetings can 
not produce any inconvenience, in such Parishes as are not very populn,lls 
or turbulent; but this is not the case in the greater part, where all lalld. 
holders are acknowledged as Notables. This system would appear to 
me to be dacgerous, unless it be wisely modified. Uproar and cabals 
are generally the consequences of a numerous meeting, where the dregtt 
of the people are to be met with, intermingled with a few respectable 
men. I have sometimes known Tavern-keepers running through a 
whole Pari~h, the day before an election, to Bccure suffrages, and ;,ucceed 

- in their views. [have witnessed in some meetings, ignorant people, yet 
possessing influence, taking a malicious pleasure in counteracting neces· 
sary measures, and causing the dispersion of the' meeting by the retire. 
ment of all, when it came to voting. 

12. The best mode, in my opinion, for the dispatch of business, would 
b~ to admit at m~st twelve old inhabita~t&, as Notables, amongst whom 
might be the Store_keepers, &c. I should like these to be annualiy 
chosen in a meeting of Marguilliers, in order that a certain number 
might succeed each other, and take part in the proceedings. The spiri~ 
{\fjeclousy would become extinct in those who excite themselves in com
plainiug, by the hopes of being one day to form part of the number o( 
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la reddition des Cl)mptes, ni pOllr les elections de marguillicrs II' . . d h . nya 
Jamals eu e C angement IIi dans les annonces d'assemblees, ni dans Ia 
forme; de !out temps, cet usage a ete uniforme. Voila. ce qui enve .• 
Ioppe une repo.nse, ala seconde question, aussi bien qu'it la premiere. 

3. Je ne pUIS repondre .que par Ie temoignage des pips anciens habi
tan~, n'ayant aucuns paplers relatifs a celIe matiere d'nne aussi haute 
da~e. Ils conviennent que Ie mode des assemblees n'a jamais vatie et 
eXlste de temps immemorial. ' 

4. et 5. La quatrieme et cinquieme, d'apres ce que j'ai dit, ne peu
vent nous regarder. 

6. Je reponds que j'ai suivi iuvariablement l'usage etabli. 
7. Je me suis servi des expressions suivantes : " Me.sieurs les anciens 

et nouveaUlf marguilliers de cette paroisse sont pries de s'assembler apres 
la Grand' Messe it la Sacristie, atln de proceder (a l'election d'nn 1l0U

veau marguillier, au it Ia reddition des comptes du marguillier, ci.devant 
e,] charge.") 

8. La huitieme n'a jamais eu d'application it cette paroisee. 
9. J'ai desservi Ste. Therese de Blain ville, La Valtrie et La Noraye, 

dans Ie District de Montreal, pendallt l'espace de dix annees. La, de 
mon temps all appelait les notables, parmi lesquels les lacataires, len rna
no~vriers, les pauvres proprietaires, les personnes malfamees, ne POll
Valent prendre place a aucune assemblt£e. Par Ii on voit quels etaient les 
notables en ces paroisses. ' 

] O. Je n'ai connaissance d'aucunes plaintes ni demarches a cet cgard. 

II. Je pense que I'admission des notables aux a&Semblees pent n'appor
ter aucuns inconveniens dans certaines paroisses peu nombreuses et peu 
turbuJenres, mais il n'er. est pas ainsi dans la plupart, Otl l'on reconnait 
pour notables, taus proprietaires. Ce systeme me parait dangereux, it 
moins qu'il ne soit modi fie sagement; les tumultes, les cabales SOllt 0,
dinairement les suites d'une assemblee nombreuse, au se rencontre la lie 
du peuple, melee avec peu d'hommes respect abies. J'ai vu quelque fois 
'des allbergistes parcourir tuute une paroisse, la veille d'une election, pour 
s'emparer des suffrages, et parveuir it lenrs fins. J'ai ete temoin que 
dans des assemblees, des gens ignorans, et cependant ayant de I'influ. 
enee, &e faisaient un plaisir malin de contrebarrer dans des mesures n,kes
saires et faisaient dissoudre par la sortie de toutes les personnes, l'assem
blee, lorsqu'il s'agissait de voter. 

12. Le meilleur mode pour I'expedition des affaires serait, a mOll avis, 
d'admettre tout au plus dOllze anciens habitans comme n~tables, par~i 
lesquels on pourrait ranger les marchands, etc. Je voudrals que Ie chOlx 
put etre fait anlluellement par une assemblee de marguilliers, afin qu'un 
certain nombre pdt se 6ucceder et prendre part aux affaires. L'e~prit de 
jalousie s'etendrait dans ceux qui s'exaltent en plaintes par I'esperance 
d'etre appelcs un jour au nombre des notables, et je crais que la con· 
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Notables' and I believe a good understanding would reign in a small 
number of chosen men, because they would be considered as the sound 
part of a Parish. 

G. H. BESSERER, Priest, 

St. Joachim, 3d March, 1831. 

Parish of St. Joseph, Nouvelle-Beauce. 

I have only been eighteen months in this Parish as Cure, and I have 
conformed to the good custom which T found established, of not admit. 
ting to the meetings, either for the elections or for the rendering of ac. 
counts, any [others than the old and new Marguilliers, and it is them 
alone whom J have called on when I have given notice of the meetings 
at the sermon; a custom that appears to have always existed since 17'W, 
according to the oldest Register which iq to be met with in the Archives 
of this Parish. The other inhabitants do not appear ever to have been 
called upon, unless the question was as to the building of a Church or a 
Presbytery, or of great repairs to thofe edifices. As to the othrr Pa. 
rishes where I have before been, having only acted as Vicaire, I can not 
well say what the custom wa~ that was observed in those Parishes. The 
inhabitants of my Parish appear to be well satisfied with the custom that 
has existed here for so long a time, and no one has as yet displayed to me 
any dissatisfaction on this subject. As you desire me to give you my 
opinion. I will say that I believe it would be much better, not to admit 
to the I"abrique meetings any but the old and new Marguilliers, for other
wise we should, in many Parishes, have to enconnter great difficulties in 
concluding affairs, and that by reason of certain of these Notables, ex
cluded from the body of Marguilliers, most frequently for good reasons, 
who would do their best to create troubles in the meetings. As to this 
term Notable, I think that by it we should understand the Seigneur of 
the Parish, the chief Officers of Militia, and professional persons, always 
understood that they should be of good behaviour; otherwise the first 
scape goat, (valtreux,) who had a little lot of land, with a hut on it 
would consider himself as much a Notable as the most respectable in~ 
habitant. 

St. Joseph, Nouvelle. Beauce, 

23d Feby_ 1831. 

L. POULIN, Pries.t. 
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corde regnerait dans nn petit nom bre d'hommes ch ' , , I " 01S18) parce q L.'il est cense a partie same d'une paroisse. 

St. Joachim, 3 Mars 1831. 
G. H. EESSERER, Ptle. 

Paroisse de St. Joseph, NOllvelle-Beallce. 

Iln'ya que dix-huit moi$ que je suis dans cette paroisse comme cure 
et je me suis conforme au bon usage que j'y ai trouve etabli, de n'ad: 
mettre aux aS5eroblees, tant pour it:s elections que pour les redditions des 
comptes que les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers, et ce sont les seuls que 
j'ai toujours dernandes Iorsque j'ai ann once des assemblees au prone, u
sage qui parait toujours aVOlf existe depuis 1740, d'aples Ie plus ancien 
ltlgltre qui s'est trouve dans les archives de cetle paroisse. Les autres 
habitans ne paraissent jamais avoir ete appeles, excepte qu'il ait ete ques
tion de batisse d'eg!ise ou de presbytere, ou de reparations considel'ables 
des susdits edifices. Quant aux aut res paroisses, dans lesquelles j'ai 
ete aupafavant, n'y etant que vicaire, je ne saurais trop dire quel etait 
l'usage qu'on observait dans ces differentes paroisses. IJes habitans de rna 
paroisse pa.-aissent tous bien contens de l'usage qui y existe depuis ai 
long-temps, et aucun ne m'a encore ternoigne de mckontentement a ce 
sujet. Pui~que vous me priez de donner mon opinion, je vous dirai que 
je crois qu'il serait bien mieux de n'admettre aux assemblees de Fabri
que que les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers, car autrement nous trou
verions dans bpaucoup de paroisses de gran des difficultes pour terminer 
les affaires, et cela parce que certains de ces notables, exclus du corps 
des marguilliers, et Ie plus sou vent pour bonne cause, feraient leur pos
sible pour mettre Ie trouble dans Ies assemblees. Quant a ce mot no
table, je crois que par lit on ,d:vrait entendre, Ie seigneur d~ la p.aroisse, 
les principaux officiers de ~Illhce et les personnes d~ profeSSIOn, Sl t,oute
fois ils se comportaient bien : autrement Ie premier val/nux qUI aura 
un petit morceau de terre et une petite maisonette se croira aussi bien JlO. 

table que l'habitant Ie plus respectable. 

St. Joseph, Nouvelle.Beauce, 
23 Fevrier 1831. 

L. POULIN, Ptre. 
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Parish of St. Joseph, Pointe Levi.. 

1. For more than thirty six years that I have held the cure of this Pa
rish, no one has taken part in the deliberations of the Fabrique meetings 
but the old and new Marguilliers. 

2. This custom has existed for all the time of my knowledge; there 
has been no change in it. 

3. The same custom existed even before the Cession of Canada to 
Great Britain, according to the most ancient Records. 

4. Refer to the answer to the first question. 
5. Refer to the same. 
6. I have never received at the election of Marguilliers, the votes of 

any other persons than those of the old and flew Marguilliers , 
7. In the following terms ;-" The old and new lVIarguilliers of the 

Parish, are requested to meet at the Presbytery, after Service this morn
ing, for the election and choice of a new Marguillier, or for being pre
sent at the rendering of the accounts of the Marguillier of the last 
year." 

tl. Refer to the answer to the first queHion. 
9. I officiated, forty years ago, at three Parishes in the District of 

Three Rivers, viz: St. Pierre Les Becquets, Gentilly, and St. Jean 
L'Echaillon, during five years. [found there, and continue to follow, 
as I do here, the custom established of not admitting any to the Fabri'l.ue 
and Parish meetings, excepting the old and new MarguilliErs. 

10. No one has ever complained, or have any steps been taken, in 
this respect. No decision of any Courts has intervened. 

11. I am convinced that this would produce much evil and great dis
Older; bad people would pretend to be Notables as well as the good, 
and would intrigue to get elected. The good people would retire, and 
all would end in anarchy and confusion. 

St. Joseph, Pointe Levi, 
18th Feby. 1831. 

MICHEL MASSE, l,;ure. 

Parish qf Kakouna . 

. 1. None b.~t t.be old an? new Marguilliers took part in the delibera
tJ~nsdof the

h 
I abnque meetmgs in my Parish: the Notables are not ad. 

mltte to tern. 



237 

Paroisse de St. Josep/L de la Pointe LiN, 

,I. Depuis plu.s ?e ~6 ans que je dessers cette paroisse, personne n'a 
pm pal t aUK dehberatlOns des assemblees de Fabrique que les anciens et 
nouveaux marguilliers. 

~. eet usage a eu lieu de tout temps a rna connaissance ; il n'y a point 
eu de ch .. ngement. 

3. Le meme usage a eu lieu meme avant la cession du pays a la Grande-
Bretagne, suivant les plus anciens reg1tres. 

4. Renvoye ala reponse It la premiere question. 
5. Renvoye It la m~me. 
6. Je n'ai jamais re<;u it I'election de marguilliers les votes d'autres 

personnes que des anciens et nouveaux marguilliers. 
7. Dans les termes suivans : Les anciens H nouvMUX marguilliers de 

la \Jaroisse sont pries de ,'assembler au presbytere, apres l'Office ce ma
lin, pour l'election et choix d'un nouveau marguillier, ou pour etre pre
sens It la reddition des comptes du marguillier de la derniere annee. 

S. Renvoy€: it la reponse a la premiere question. 
9. J'ai desservi, il y a 40 ans, trois paroisses dans Ie District des 

Trois·Rivieres, savoir : St. Pierre les Becquets, Gentilly et St. Jean 
VEchaillon, pendant 5 ails. J'y ai trouve etabli et j'y ai suivi comme 
ici l'usage de n'admettre aux assemblees des Fabriques et de. Paroisses 
que les anciens et nouveaux marglJilliers. 

10. Personne ne s'est jamais plaint, ni n'a adopte aucunes demarches it 
eet egard. Ancnne decision des cours n'est intervenue. 

II. Je suis persuade qu'il en resulterait beaucollp de mal et de grands 
desordres ; les mechans pretendraient etre aussi notables que les hons, ca
baleraient pour se faire elire. Les bons se retireraient, et tout devien. 
drait anarchie et confusion. 

St. Joseph de la POinte-levi, 
18 Fevrier 1831. 

MICHEL MASSE, Cure. 

Paroisse de Kakouna. 

1. II n'y a que les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux qui participent 
aux deliberations des assemblees de Fabrique dans rna parobse ; lea nota. 
bles n'y sont point adrnie. 



238 

2. This has always been the cllstom as is proved by the minutes of 
elections, of accounts, and others, when one of the Missionaries makes 
mention of Notablee. I can not say to what this may be ascribed. I 
should suppose it might be because there were not Marguilliers enough, 
who did not begin to be here until 1812. and that relates to those 
early years. Before then there was only a trustee who managed the 
small matters. 

3. There was no settlement in these parts before the Cession of Canada, 
and the Registers do not afford any document, but that which I h<;lve 
mentioned above. 

4. In 1812, all the Parishioners of Kakouna were called together, as 
appears by the minute, to elect three Marguilliers, for there had been none 
here before; and I do not perceive why they were not continued to be 
called upon for such elections, unless it was because it was not the custom 
in mher places to call them to such meetings. 

5. It does not appear that it was in consequence of a decision of 
Courts of Justice, or from any anthority from the Bishops, that the 
Notables were not called to the Fabrique meetings. 

6. I never leceived at the Fabrique meetings any other persons than 
the old and new Marguilliers: It is true I never met with anyone who 
wanted to introduce himself tbere. 

7. I make, and have always made, the convocation of the Fabrique 
meetings in these terms: "The old and new Marguilliers are requested 
to meet at such a place, at such an hour, or at such a time, for the elec
tion of a new Marguillier, or for receiving the accounts of such a one, or 
to deliberate upon such a matter relative to the Fabrique," &c. 

8. Having never commenced calling the Notables, I can not have dis
continued to do so. 

9. I'have befor~ had the cure of St. Pierre, Isle of Orleans, Cap 
Sante, St. Jacque., District of Montreal, Chateauguay, and Ste. Mar
tine; 1 did in those several Parishes as I do here, and I have not perceived 
that my predecessors in those Parishes did otherwise: they too only 
called together the old and new Marguilliers. 

10. I have not any knowledge that any Parishioner, or Proprietors 
whatever have complained of being excluded from the Fabrique meetings, 
nor have wished to get in, or have taken any measure for that purpose. 
All I know on this matter is the suit between the Fabrique of Montreal, 
and the Notables of that City, and the Judgment that was given by the 
Judges of the Court in favour of the Fabrique, on the 3d December, 
1694. 

II. My opinio~ is not t~ admit the Notables, but the Mal'guilliers 
alone to the Fabnque meetIngs, and that in every case. My reason i9 
because it is more ea~y to keep peace find good order amongst a small 
numberthan amongst a large onc. 
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2. Cet llsage a toujours ete, comme Ie Llit Ie prouve par les actes d'e
lection, des comptes et autres, excepte trois annees non con;ecutives ou 
un des m.issionIlaires parle des notables. Je ne saurais dire a quoi :ttri
bU71".cecl. ~e s,uppose que c';st. ~arce qu'il n'y avait pas assez de mar
gUllhers, qUi n ont commence ICI qU'en 1812, et que cela est de ces 
pre~ieres a.nnees. Avant ce temps ce n'etait qu'un syndic qui gerait les 
petites affalres. 

3. II n'y avait point d'etablissement dans ces endroits-ci avant la ces
sion du pays, et les regitres ce donnent d'autre document que ce que je 
viens de dire ci-de,sus. 

'1·. En 1812, tous les paroissiens de Kakouna ant ete appeles comme 
il paralt par l'acte, pour elire trois marguilliers, car il n'y en avait pas 
encore eu jusqu'aINs, et je ne vois pas pourquoi ils n'ont pas continue 
d'etre appeles pour pareiJle election, Gl ce n'est que parce que ce n'etait 
pas la coutume ailleurs de les appeler aces assemblees. 

5. line parait pas que ce soit ni par decision de cours de justice ni 
par auto rite des Eveques que les notables n'ont pas etc appeles au;;: as
semb\ees de Fabrique. 

6. Je n'ai jamais re<;u aux assemblee~ de Fabrique d'autres personnes 
que les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers: il est vrai que je ne me suis pas 
apper<;u que quelqu'un voulut s',! introduire. 

7. Je fais et j'ai toujours fait la convocation des assemblees de Fabrique 
en ces termes; Les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers sont pries de s'as
sembler it tel lieu, telle heme ou tel temps, pour l'election d'un nouveau 
marguiLlier, au pour recevoir les comptes d'un tel, au pour deliberer sur 
telle affaire de Ia Fabrique, etc· 

8. N'ayant point commence d'appeler les notables, je n'ai pu cesser de 
Ie faire. 

9. J'ai desservi precedemment St. Pierre de I'ile d'Orleans, Ie Cap 
Sante, Saint-Jacques, District de Montreal; Chateauguay, Sainte-Mar
tine; j'ai fait dans ces differentes paroisses ce que je fais ici, et je ne me 
suis pas apper<;u ni vu que mes p.redecesseurs. en ces paroisses aient fa.it 
au~rement ; ils n'appelaient aussl que les anciens et nouveaux marguII
liers. 

10. Je n'ai aucune connaissance que des paroissiens et proprietaires 
quelconques se soient plaints d'etre exclus des assemblees de Fabrique, 
ni aient voulu s'y introduire, ni aient fait aucune demarche pour cela. Je 
ne connais sur cet article que Ie proces de la Fabrique de Montreal avec 
les notables de cette ville, et la sentence qui fut rendue par les juges de 
la cour, en faveur de la Fabrique. 3 Decembre 1694. 

1 I. Man opinion est de ne point. admettre les notables, mais les s~lIls 
marguilliers aux assemblees de F~brlque, et ~ela en tout cas. Ma ralso.n 
est qu'il est plus aise d'avoir Ia pal X et de temf Ie bon ordre avec un petit 
nombre qu'avec un grand. ' 
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12. This question is difficult to decide 11 pon; and opinions are much 
divided. For my own part, I only acknowledge as Notables, the Justices, 
the Advocates, the Seigneurs. the Magistrates the Physicians, the No. 
taries, the Captains, and every persou of any honourable profes,ion or 
station. 

MADRAN, Priest. 
Kakouna, 28th Feby. IS31. 

Parish of Karriouraska. 

1. 'fhe old and new Marguilliers are the only persons who lake part 
in the deliberations of the Fabrique meetings in my Parish. 

2. This custom has been established since 1714, by a Special Ordinance 
of My Lord Dishop de St. Vallier, issued in t~e course of his pastoral 
visitation to Kamouraska. 

3. With respect to the election of Marguilliers, the cust0n:' was to 
admit the Parishioners, as will appear on referring to the before mentioned 
Ordinance, conceived in these terms: " Further, we ordain that a new 
Marguillier shall be elected every year, by the plurality of vales of tbe 
old and new M.lrguilliers and of the principal Ilihabitant~, heads of 
families, if they choose .0 attend, who may only make choice of persons 
qualified tor a good administration," &c. It appears that this custom 
was followed until 1816, when Mr. Provencher, my predecessor, dlscon. 
tinued calling the heads of families on aC(count of the troubles which 
tbose elections occasioned. I have till the present time always main~ained 
this last arrangement. As to the rendering of accounts, the above men. 
tioned Ordinance says, " We ordain that the accounts of the Marguilliers, 
shall be examined and closed every year on a day appointed by the Mis· 
sionary and by the old and new MarguiIliers." "Besides" in examining 
alld closing these accounts the mode &hall be observed which is stated in 
l?Y Ritual" (the present Quebec Ritual.) There is no other document 
existing in the Archives of the Fabrique of Kamouraska which can put, 
it in my power to give the Committee any further eluci'dations on this 
subject. 

4. The Notable Inhabitants can not have ceased from forming part of 
the Fabrique meetings, ~ince they never assisted at them. 

5. This question is answered by the former, since there has been no 
change. 
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I2 II est difficile de dett!rminer cette question les sentimen& 80nt b' , Q ~ .. , len 
partages. _ u.ant II. mOl, Je Oil .reconllais pou; notables que les juges, les 
a~o~ats, le~ seIgneurs, les maglstrats, les medecllls, les notaires, les ca
pl!ames et toute personne de quelque profession au de quelque etat hon
nete. 

Kakouna, 28 Fevrier 1331. 
MAD RAN, Ptle. 

Paroisse de Kamouraska. 

1. Les ancie~s et nouveaux rnarguilliers sont lea sellies personnes qui 
pr~nnent part aUK deliberations des ass~rnblees de Fabrique dans rna pa
rO/sse • 

. , 2. Ce~ usage eat 6tabli depuis 1714, par une Ordonnance panicu. 
here de 1 Eveque, Mgt. de Sal!lt-Valher, donnee dans Ie cours de sa vi
&ite pastorale a Kamouraska. . 

3. Par rapport a l'election des marguilliers, !'usage etait d'y admettre 
les paroissiens, si I'on consuite l'onlonnance precitee, conc;.ue en ces 
lermes : .. De plus, nous ordannons que chaque annee on elira un nou
.. veau mal guillier a la pluralite des voix des anciens et nOllveanx mar
c, guilliers, et des principaux habitans chefs de families, s'ils veulent s'y 
" trollver, qui ne Fourront choisir que des perSO[)lIes capables d'une 
" bonne administration, etc." II parait que eet usage a ete suivi jus
qu'en 1816, epoque ou M. Provencher, mon prcdecesseur, cessa d'appe
ler les chefs de familIes, a raison des trouqles qu'occa~ionnaient ces elec
tions. J'ai tOlljours maintenu cette dernierc disposition jusqu'aujollr
d'hui. Quant a la redrlition des_ comptes, voici comment s'exprime 
I'Ordonnance ci.deosus : " NollS Oldonnons que les compces des marguil
" !iers seront examines et arreles chaque annee a un jour prefix par Ie 
" miSSlOnt!aire et par les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux:, D'ailleurs, 
" on observera dans la maniere d'expliquer et d'arreter les comptes, ce 
" qui est porte danq mqn Rituel.!' (Le Rituel actuel de Quebec.) Ii 
n'existe aucua autre document dans les archives de la Fabriqlle de Ka. 
mouraska qui puisse me mettre a meme de donner au Comile des rensei-
gnemens ulterieurs sur ce sujet. . . 

4. Lea habitans notables n'ont p:iS pu cesser de farre partIe des as-
semblees de Fabrique, "u qu'lls n'y ont jlmais assiste.. . 

5. On repond a cette question par Ja pnSccdente, pmsqu'JI n'y II P0l!lt 

eude c.hangement. 2 G 



6. I never received the votes of any other persons than of the old and 
new Marguilliers. 

7. It is in these terms that I have convoked the Fabriquc meetingb, 
both for the rendering of accounts, and for thE' election of MarglllIliers ; 
" Messieurs the old and new MargU1lliers are reqursted to meet at the 
Sacristy after Mass, for," &c. 

8. I never called the Notables to the Fabrique meetings. 
, 9. In all the Parishes where I have officiated for twenty six year;, be
ing four in number, 1 have always followed the above custom. 

10. It is not within my knowledge that any Parishioner has complained 
of being excluded from the Fabrique meetings; but I have heard it said 
both last year and this year, that some individuals had come to the deter
mination of taking part in the election of Marguilliers, but they did nct 
carry their plan into effect. 

11. My opinion is the same as that of all the lovers of good order; 
and these are the reasons; lst. The numerous inconveniences that result 
f.om these meetings which are often tumultuous; 2d. The deficiency 
of any reasons of sufficient force, to induce a depart ure f, om the gellerally 
established custom of summoning nOlle but the old and new Marguilhers ; 
a custom approved of by the Bishops, who are the natural Administrators 
of the prCJperty of the Church; 3d, I do not see that the real or ima
ginary abuses of which some individuals may complain, prove any neces
sity for introducing a change in the present SI ale of things; 41 h. Be
cause we should be exposed to behold on the Official Bench, or rather 
ahsent fr om the Official Bench, persons whom caballing alone had 
placed there. 

12. It, unfortunately, the case should occur that we should have to 
ndmit others than the old and neN Marguilliers to the e'ections, theil, irl 
my opinion, all the ParishIOners, landho!cers or nat, having it in their 
power eqll<llly to contribute to the revenues of the Fabnqne, justice 
Nould seem to reql1ire that all should have an equal controu! over them, 
and that there shnuld be no ot her distinction than that arising from that 
respectabilty which implies religion, iutegrity, and the love of peace. 

J. VARIN, Priest, Curate. 

J\.<lmouraska, 1st March, IS31. 

Parish qf St. Charles de La Chenaye. 

L In this Parieh the Fabriqlle meetings are composed of the Cure. 
and of the old and new Marguilliers, and thc other inhabitants have no 
,;!dmittar.r.,~, 
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6. Jc n'ai jamais re<;u de Vales d'aucune autre personnf! que des mar
glliliiers anciens et nouveallX. 

7. Voici j!n quels tennes j'ai fait la cOllvocation des 3Hsemblecs de Fa. 
brique tant pour la reddition de~ comptes que pour l'election des mar
guilliers: "Messieurs les anciens et nouveaux marguilIier, sont pries de 
s'assembler ala Sacristie apres la Messe, pour, etc." 

8. Je n'ai jarnais appele les notables aux assemblees de Fabrique. 
9. Dans toutes les paroisses que j'ai desservies, au nombre de quatre, 

depuis 26 ailS, j'ai toujours suivi l'usage ci-dessus. 
10. Il n'est pas 11 m? connaissance qu'aacun paroissien se soit plaint 

d'etre exclu des assernblees de F<.hrique ; mais j'ai entendu dire que Pan
nee derniere et cette annce, quelques indivitll];l avaient res'llll de pren
dre part it I 'election du rnarguillier. Ils n'ont pas effectue leur projet. 

11. Mon opinion est celie de taus Ie; amateurs du bon ordre ; en voici 
les motifs: I 0 Les nombreux inconveniens qui resultent de ces assem
hlees souveat tumultueuses ; 2 0 Le deraut de laisons suffisantes pour 
deroger it I'usage generalement admis de n'appelel- que les anciens et 
nnuvcaux margllilliers ; usage approuve par les eveques adminlstrateurs 
Ilatu,els des biens d'eglise; 3 0 Je ne vois pas que les ablls leels au ima
ginaires dont peuvent se plaindre qllelques particuliers, prollvent la nc
cessi[e d'apporter un changement it I'etat aCluel des chases; 4 co Parce 
que nous serions expose it voir dans Ie bane-d'm uvre, au plutot abscns du 
bane.d'oeuvre, des personnes que la cabale seule y aurait placees. 

12, Si Ie cas arrivaic malheurellsement qu'il fall(),t admettre d'autreS 

personnes que les marguilliers anciens et nOllveaUK aUll: elections, tous les 

paroissiens, it mon avis, proprietaires ou non, pOllvant egalemcnt CJn
tribuer allx revenus de Fabflqlle, la jlls~;ee sembleralt eXlger que tous 
eussent Ie meme cOlltrole tillr iceux, et qu'il n'y eut de dlotinclion que 
60US Ie rapport de cette respectabilite que constituent la religion, Phon

Detete et l'amou r de la paix:. 
J. VARIN, Ptre. Cure. 

KamOUra5ka, ler Mars )831. 

Paroisse de St. Charles de La Chenaye. 

1. Je H!pondrai que dans cette paroisse les assemblees de FabdqLJe se 
composent d'u cure et des marglliUiers, anciens et nouveaux, et les aut res

hahitan, n'y ont point entre. 



2. S. According to the Records of this Fabrique, the custom of ad. 
milting none to the Fabrique than the Marguilliere alone, appears to have 
been constant since the year 1745, that is about eighteen or nineteen 
years after the erection of this Parish. 

4. 5. The Inhabitants of this Parish ceased to make a part of the 
Fabrique meetings at the time when the body of Marguilliers was proba. 
bly considered as being sufficiently numeruus to represent the whole 
Parish. , 

6. I have never received at the election of Marguilliers the votes of 
any other persons than those of the old and new Marguilliers. 

7. For every Fabrique meeting I ollly summoned the old and new 
Marguilliers, and made mention when it was for the rendering of ac· 
counts, and when for the election of a new Marguillier. 

8. I have never called the Notables or the Inhabitants to the Fa. 
brique meetings. 

9. The custom was the same as the above in the Parish of St. Jean 
Baptiste de Rouville, where I was previously Curate. 

10. I have not yet heard of any complaints in this Parish, against the 
mode of convoking the Fabrique meetings. 

11. 12. I conceive that it would be destroying the Fabrique meetings. 
to admit any others than the MarguiJ!iers, and reducing them to Pamh 
meetings; in which I always made a distinction; not convoking the> 
last but when it was on a matter that concerned the Parishioners gener. 
ally; and in the event of the Notables, (a word which is not too well 
defined,) being to participate in the Fabrique meetings on certain occa. 
sions, 8uch as the rendering of the accounts, and the election of a Mar
guillier, I should be of opiniou that those only should be considered as 
such, who by their high stations or special professions, might be looked 
upon as exempted from accepting the office of Marguillier. 

St. Charles de La Chenaye, 
12th March, 1831. 

Ls. GAGNE', Priesr. 

Parish> qf St. Michel de Lachine. 

1. The Marguilliers alone take pal t in the deliberations of the Fa
brique meetings of the Parish of St. Michel de Lachine! No Notabl~ 
Inhabitants in any case. . 
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2. et 3. D'apres les reg it rea de cette Fabrique, l'usage de n'admett rc 
aux assemblee~ de Fabrique que les seuls marguilliers parait avoir ete 
constant depUls l'an 1745; c'est-a·dire, environ 18 a 19 ansapres l'eta
blissement de cet te paroisse. 

4. et 5. Les habitans de cette paroisse ont cesse de faire partie des as
semblees de Fabrique a l'epoque ou Ie corps des marguilliers avait pro
bablement ete regarde comme assez nombreux pour representer toute la 
paroisse. 

6. Je n'ai jamais re<;u a l'election d'un marguiIlier les votes d'autres 
personnes que des anciens et nouveaux marguilliers. 

7. A toute assemblee de Fabrique, j'ai seulement appele les marguil
liers anciens et nouveaux, et mentionne lorsque c'etait pour la reddition 
des comptes et l'election d'un nouveau marguillier. 

8. Je n'al jamais appele les notables, ni Ie, habitans aux assemblees de 
Fabrique. 

9. L'usage etait Ie meme que celui ci-dessus dans la paroisse (St. Jean 
Baptiste de Rouville,) OU j'ai ete precedemment cure. 

10. J e n'ai point encore entendu de plaintes en celte paroisse can tre 
Ie mode'de convocation d'aseemblees de Fabrique. 

II. et 12. Je pense que ce ~erait detruire les assemblees de Fabrique 
que d'y admettre d'autres que les marguilliers, et les reduire en assem
blee de paroisse; ce que j'ai toujours distingue, ne convoquant ces der
nieres que lorsqu'il etait question d'affaires qui inter~ssaient gene,alemeiit 
les paruissiens ; et dans Ie cas ou les notables, (terme qui n'est pas trvp 
defini,) devraient participer aux assemblees de Fabrique en certains cas, 
tels que la reddition des comptes et 1'l:lection d'un marguillier, Je serais 
d'opinion que I'on regardat comme tels, ceux seulement qui pal' leur 
haut emploi ou profession partieuliere seraient juges exempts d'accepter 
la charge de marguillier. 

Saint.Charles de La Chenaye, 
12 Mars 1831. 

La. GAGNE', Ptre. 

Paroisse de St. Michel de Lachine. 

1. Les marguilliers seuls prennent par.t allx d6liberat5ons des ~sse~ble~B 
ce la Fabrique de 1a Paroisse de St. Michel de Lachine. Pomt d'habl' 
t~ns notables dans aucun cas. 
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2. This custom never prevailed, consequently no .. hange can have 
taken place in that respect at any period. ' 

S. It was the same as it now is before the Cession of Canada to Great 
Britain: the Cnre and the Marguilliers caused the accounts to be render. 
ed and elected the new Marguilliers. 

4. 'l'here is no occasion on which the NotaLIe Inhabitants can have 
ceased to form part of the meetings, since they were never admitted to 
them. 

5. This question, on account of what has been above said, does not 
require an answer. 

6. I never received at the election of Marguilliers aoy but the votes of 
Mal'guilliers, as they oo'ly were at the meetings. 

7. " A~ the doge of Divine Service, and at the sound of the bell, the 
old and new Margui1liers are requested to meet at the Parochial HaU, or 
at the Sacristy to debberate upon the affairs of the Fabrique." 

8. I never called any Notables to the meetings. 
9. I was appointed Curate of the Parish of Lachine, and it is the only 

Parish where I have officiated. ' 
10, No know1edge that any Parishioners or Landholders have com

plained of being excluded from the meetings, nor that they have ta"en 
any steps in that respect: consequently no decision of Courts. 

11. My opinion is that the participation of the Notable Inhabitants in 
the Fabrique meetings is very wrong; and the grounds of my opinion are 
the reasons that are given for it in the communication signed ",Cn Mar
guillier", in the Minervp of the 3d February, of which the Committee 
may themgelves take cognizance, if they desire it. 

12. They ought to be quiet, honest, religious and intelligent men. 

A. DURANSAUX, Priest-

Lachine, lst March, 1831. 

Parish qf Laprairie; 

1. There are two diftinct species of meetings in Our Parishes. 
One, general, when, for inflance all the Parishioners have to con
tribute towards erecting new buildings, or repairing the old ones 
&c. &c. then all the Parishioners, or at lea5t thore who are Jand~ 
holders, take part in the deliberations. The others are fpecia1, and 
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OJ C t ,", , 
~', . e . usa,ge n a, Jama~s ete; par consequent aucun charJgemcnt n 'a 

pu avolr heu a cet egard a aucnne epOql1e: 
3. p; vant la cesgion du p~ys ~ I: Angleterre, c'etait comme a prese:l .• 

Ie cure et les ma"gllllbers qUI falsalent rendre les comptes, et ebsaiellt le~ 
margl11lI,ers nOli veaux. 

4. II n'y a point de cas ou les habitans notables auraient cesse de faire 
partie des assemblees, puisqu'il n'y ont jamais et e adwis. 

5. Cette qnestion, par ce qui est dit ci-dessus, ne demande point de 
reponse. 

6. Je n'ai jamais re<jU it 1'6lection des marguilliers q'le les votes des 
D1arguilliers, n'y ayunt qu'eux aux aspemblees. 

7. A i'issue de I'Office Divin, et au son ue la cloche, les marguilliera 
anciens et nnuveaux bont pries de s'assembler dans la salle paroissiale Oll 

dans la Sacristie, pour delib~rer sur les affaires de la Fabriq ue. 
S. Je n'ai jamais appele de notables aux assemblees. 
g • .T'ai ete nomme cure de la Paroisse de Lachme et n'ai desservi que 

cette parois,t'. 
10. Puint de connaissance que des paroissiens ou proprietaites se soient 

plaints d'etre exdU3 des assemblees, ni qll'ils aient adppte quelques de
marches a eet egard: point de decisions de COlli s consequemment. 

II. Mon opinion est que la participation des habitans notables aux 
assemblecs de Fabrique ne vaut rien; et les motif, de mon opinion sont 
leI raisons qn'en donne un eCl'it signe " UN MARGUILLIER," dans la 
Minerve du 3 F evrier, dont Ie Comite pouna IUl.meme prendre connais
sanee, ~'il Ie de,irt'. 

1~. Ce devrait etre des hommes paisibles, honnetes, religieux et in
telligens. 

A. DURANSAUX, Ptre. 

Lachine, leI' Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de Lapmirie. 

1. On diftingue deux fortes d'aiTembJees dans nos paroi/fes ; 
les unes generales, quand v. g. tous les paroiffiens ont a contribller 
pour de nouvelles batiiTes. ou des reparations des anciens bitimens. 
etc. etc.; alors tous les paroiffiens. ou dl1 moins les proprietaires. 
prennent part aux deliberations. Les autres font particulieres et pu~ 
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purely Fabrique meetings, and then there are only Fabriciens, or 
Marguilliers, who deliberate, and give their votes; and the de
cision is made by the majority of votes. The Notables who are 
the principal inhabitants or landholders, are admitted to the first 
kind of meetings, and not to the fecond. It is from out of this 
body of principal landholders that the Marguilliers are chofen. 
As long as they are only Notables and only eligible, they can not 
claim to deliberate and have a voice in the affairs of the Fabrique, 
as if they had been elected Marguilliers. This would be an in
fringement on the rights of the Marguilliers, and there would be
come nullities. Befides the term Notable is very vague; every 
Farmer pretends to be fo; people have even prefented themfelves 
under that appellation who had no land at all. I have ro add 
that in the Visitations which my Lords the Bishops make in our 
Pariilies, aad at the examinations they have to make, and in the 
orders they have to give concerning the Fabrique affairs, they do 
not affemble the Notables, or pretended Notables, but the old and 
new Marguil1iers alone. 

2. I can not warrant that this cuttom, and thefe diftinc
tions in the meetings have always been followed here very 
regularly. Since the erection of the Parish in 1670, the records 
are very irregular. There are only a fmall number of witnesses 
to tqe minutes; fometimes they are defignated as Marguilliers, or 
as old and new Marguilliers; often as Parishioners. In a regifter 
of 1775, I obf('rve the word Notable, and the Marguilliers are 
included in that appellation. Sometimes there is no addition to 
the word meeting. The word Notable does not conftantly occur 
in the following years. From 1793 till 1822, I called the Nota
bles, not only to the general meetings, but alfo to fuch Fabrique 
meetings as were held for the election of Marguilliers, and the 
rendering of accounts, and in thefe latter years (1821) a number of 
perfons met, under that title, which did not belong to all of them, 
who formed a party oppofed to the choice of the Marguilliers; 
the vote then of some one who had no landed Ilroperty at all, 
who came forward as a Notable, thus nullifying fhe vote of the 
Marguillier in office, &c. The majority, however, were in favour 
of the perf on who was the choice of the Marguilliers, but the 
party was requested for the future to call together none but the 
old and new Marguilliers, as being the only Fabriciens (Veftry 
men,) empowered to manage the affairs of the Fabrique, the num
ber of whom had become sufficiently large to make a considerable 
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re~~nt de ~abri9?e! et alors il n'y a que Ie;; fabriciens ou mar
gualhers qUI V dehberent et donnent leur voil(: et la pluralite des 
voix forme la decition. Les notables qui feraient les printipaux 
habitans ou proprictaires, font admis dans les premieres affemblees 
et ne Ie font point dans les fecondes. C'eft parmi ce corps d; 
principaux propr~etaires que font elus les marguilliers : tant qu'ils 
ne lont que notables,et leulement eligibles, ils ne peuvent, comme 
s'ils ctaient elus marguilliers, avoir de pretentions a delib~rer et 
donner leurs voix dans les affaires de Fabrique. Ce ferait une 
ufurpation fur Ie droit des marguilliers, et ceux~ci deviendraient 
nuls. D'ailleurs, Ie mot notable eft fort vague: chaqm. habitant 
pretend l'etre; on a vu meme se prefenter fous ce nom des gens 
qui n'avaient aucune propriete. J'ajoute quo:: dans les visites que 
font dans nos paroitres nos feigneurs les Eveques, dans les exa
mens qu'ils ont a faire, ou les ordres qu'iIs ont a donner fur les 
affaires de Fabrique, ils ne ratremblent point les notables ou pre
tendus [els, mais feulement les marguiJliers anciens et nouveaux. 

2 Que cet ufage et ces diftinctions d'affemblees aieut toujaurs 
ete fuivis ici bien regulierement, je ne puis Ie garantil·. Depuis 
I'etabliffement de la paraifle, en 1670, les actes fant tn!s-infarmes. 
On n'y voit qu'un petit nombre de temoins; quelquefois ils font 
qua!ifies de marguilliers, ou de marguilliers anciens et nouveaux; 
fouvent de paroiffiens. J e remarque Ie mot notable dans un acte 
de 1775. et les marguiIliers fe trollvent compris fous ce nom. 
Quelquefois il n'eft fait aueune addition au mot d'atremblee. Aux 
annees fuivantes, Ie mot de notable n'eft pas toujours conftamment 
mentionne. Depuis 1793 jufqu'a 1822, j'appelai non-feulement 
pour les atremblees generales, mais encore pour celie de Fabrique. 
telles que I'election des marguilliers et les redditions de comptesJ 

les notables, et l'on vit dans ces dernieres annees (1821,) un 
nombre de p",r(onnes fe raflembler fous ce nom, qui n'apparte
nait pas a tOUS former un parti en oppofition a celui que choifis-, . r 
faient les marguilliers; telle voix de Iluelqu'un qUI lans al~cune 
propriete fe pre(entait comme notable, annullant, v. g. la VOlX du 
marguillier en charge, etc •. La majorite p~u~tant fe t.rouva en~are 
puut' celui qui etait du ChOIX des m~r~ullhers,. malS Ie partl fut 
prie de n'inviter plus que les margUllhers ancIen? et nouve~ux, 
comme etant les (euls fabriciens charges de la geftlOn des affaire. 
de ta Fabrique, et dont Ie nombre etait devenu atrez grand pour 
former une afl"emblee a[ell confiderable. Au commencement, 

2H 
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meeting. In the beginning, when the Notables even were called 
in, the meetings were very little numerous. 

3. By my anfwer to the fecond quefrion, it will appear that the 
cufrom with regard to the election of Margui\Jiers and to the ren
dering of accounts, in this Parish, before the Cession of Canada 
to Great Britain, and even until 1793, was not 'always uniform; 
and that the meetings were not numerous. The Regifrers which 
are the only documents to which I can refer on these matters, da 
not put it in my power to give the Committee any further informa
tion. I have frated what the c\Jfrom has been fince 1793. 

4. The fear of an abufe which threatened to arife, by sup
planting the real F'3briciens, by pretended Notables. who were not 
even landho~ders, is the cause to which is to be attributed their 
having ceased from making a part of the meetings which were 
purely F~brique meetings. The inhabitant landholders have con
tinued to be called to the general meetings. . 

5. The Notables have not been fummoned for the elections of 
Marguilliers since 1822, nor for the rende!"ing of account5 since 
1824; the Courts of J ufrice have not had to give any judgment 
on this subject: the Superior Authorities have given no instruc
tions; but the Bishops, in their visitations, have examined the 
Reginers, have fanctioned the accounts, and have made no obser
vations. So, without any orders it is that I have hitherto con
voked the Notables, 

6. From }792 until 1822, I received the votes of other persons 
befides the old and new Marguillit!rs. There were two or three 
Captains of Militia, and a few Farmers, always few in number, 
running from three to nine. In 18(17, the number was twelve, 
which being the fame number as that of the Margui\Jiers p~ef~nt 
their vote5 might have been nullified .. :Fortunately they were all 
on the fame fide. I have before fpoken of the election of 1821, 
in my anfwer to the fecond queftion. 

7. From 1822, as to the elections of Marguilliers, and from 
1824,35 to the rendering of accounts, I have given the notice as 
foll~ws.; " Messieurs the old and new Marguilliers are requefred, 
(or mVlted,) to me~t at the Sacrifty immediately after Mass, to 
proceed to the electIOn of a third Marguillier, for fuch a diftrict 
comprising fuch Concessions or Ranges-or for the rendering of 
the accounts of Mr. Such-a-one, Marguillier in office and ac
c.ountable for such a year'" I add the word, landholde~s when 
the object of th<; meeting is of .. are general interest. ' 

8. After havmg called the ~tables to the Fabrique meeting~ 
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lh~me en appelant Ies notab'es, Ie raffembIel11cnt Ctait peu nom
breux. 

S. D'apres rna reponfe a la fecond.e queflion, on voir que Pu
fage rar rapport a l'election des marguilliers et a Ia reddition des 
comptes, dans telte paroitTe, avant Ia cemon du pays a la Grande
Bretagne, et rneme jufqu'en 1793, n'a pas tOlljourS (he uniforme ; 
et qUE Jes affemb:ees le trouvaient peu nombreufes. Les regitres 
qui feuls me forment des doclImens fur ces objet', ne ine rendent 
pas capables de donner au Comite d'autres renfeignemens. J'ai dit 
quel a ttc l'ufage depuis 1793. 

4. La crainte d'un abus qui mena~ait de s'etablir, de fupplanter 
les vrais fabriciens, par de pretendus notables, qui n'etaient pas 
me me proprietaires, a ete la caufe a laque\le on do it attribuer 
qu'ils aien! ceffe de faire partie des afftrnblees purement de Fa
brique. Les habitans proprietaires ont continue d'etre invites aux: 
affemb'ees generales. 

5. Depuis .1822, pour les elections de marguilJiers, et ) 824, 
pour les redditions des comptes, les notables n'ont point He invi
tes aux prone ~ les cours de ju!l:ice n'ont point en de decifion a 
porter, les autorites fuperieures n'ont point fait d'injonction ; mais 
les Eveques dans leurs vjfites ant examine les regitres : ils ant a1-
laue les comptes, et n'ont point fait de reclarna:ion. C'etait au~ 
fi fans orJre que jufqu'alors j'avais cOil1ioque les notables, 

6. Depuis 179'2, jufqu'en 1822, j'ai ret;llle;; votes d'autre, per-
'fonnes que des anciens et nouveaux margnillier:;. C'etaient deux 
ou trois capitaines, et quelques habitall5, tOlljonrs en petit nom~ 
bre, depuis trcis jllfqu'a neuf. En 1807, Ie nombre fe trouva de 
12, qui etait celui des marguilliers prefens, dont les voix fe fe· 
raient trouvees annu:!ees. Heureufement qu'el\es fe ~rouverent 
to utes pour Ie meine. J'ai parle plus haut de l'election de 11:)21. 
(Reponfe a la feconde queflion,) 

7. Depuis 1822, pour les elections des marguillit'l's, et 1824, 
pour les redditions de comptes, je fais ainG I'annonce : MM. les 
marguilliers, anciens et nouveaux, font pl"les de (au invites) de 
s'affembler a la Sacriftie irnmediatement apres la Meffe, pour pro
ceder it I'election d'un troifieme margllillier, pour tel diflrict, for
me de telles concemons ou cotes ..• ou pour la reddition des 
C0mptes du Sieur un tel, marguillier en. ch~rge et com~ta~le de 
telle annee:' J'ajoute Ie nom de propnetalres quand 1 objet de 
l'affernbIet: eft d'lIn interet general. 

8. Apri:s avoir appele 1es notables aux affemblees de Fabrique, 
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in my Parish. I discontinued calling them from 1822 anJ 1824, 
becaufe they began to come in too great a number, and that, 
infiead of acting in concert with the Marguilliers, they formed 
themfelves into parties in the election of Marguilliers, whereby 
thefe would have become nullities: and it was without being 
fpecially ordered that I ceafed from calling them, as it was with. 
out any fpecial order that I had ulltil then called them. 

9. I have not before me .. ny document, in virtue of which I 
can anfwer the ninth quefiion, as relating to the Parish of St. 
Ours, where I officiated previous to 1792. 

10. The Parishioners or Proprietors of my Parish have not 
complained of being exc.luded from t!Ie Fabrique meetings; they. 
have not taken any steps in this refpect: and no decision of any 
Courts has intervened 011 this fubject. 

11. My opinion is that the Notable Inhabitants ought only to 
take part in the general meetings; and that that term should not 
be ufed; the word Notable being vague and indefinite, which 
every olle applies to himself; everyone pretends to be a Notable; 
so that calling together the Notable Inhabitants, is tantamount to 
calling together all the landholders. Let them attend the general 
meetings, but not the Fabrique meetings. The Fa!Jriciens have 
alone the right of attending them, or it is vain that they have 
been chosen to manage the affairs of the Fabrique. Has .not 
every individual Society, civil or reJigious, its Counsellors, its 
Reprefentives, its chofen Officers, under various denominations, 
who have alone the right of deliberating? Do we fee in our 
Parliaments, an unsuccessful candidate, offering a motion, or giving 
his vote in opposition to the more fortunate reprefentative whom 
the majority of the votes of the electors have appointed? In fine, 
in what other bodies shall we fee pretended Notables allowed to 
ileliberate. and by their parasitical votes dearoy and elude the 
voice of the true deliberants? What would be the cafe if the num
ber of these Notables exceeded that of the Marguilliers? Their 
choice would prevail, and they would in effect become the real 
Fabriciens, (Vestry-men,); the Marguilliers would only attend 
for form's fake, and to fee themfelves fet afide: this is what I 
chiefly consider as to what regards the election of Marguilliers. 
But what a rabble would not this assemblage of Notables, that is 
to fay of all the Inhabitants, make? On Chriftmas day after 
long services, and undergoing great fatigue, a fort of Poll 'WOUld 
have to be held! If it were only fQr appointing those who 
might be the chpice frf the Marguillit:rs, why fo much trouhle. 
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dans rna paroiffe, j'ai celfe de les y appeler depuis ]822 et 1821. 
parce qu'ils comment,:aient a. venir en trop grand nombrl', tt qu'a~ 
lieu de fe concerter avec Ies marguilliers, ils formaient entre eux 
des part is dans l'election des marguilliers, et que ceux-ci feraient 
devenus nuls ; et j'ai ceife de les appeler fans ordre particulier, 
comme c'etait fans ordre particulier que je les avais jufqu'alors ap
peles. 

9. J e n'ai par devers moi aucun document pour faire reponfe a 
Ia neuvieme queftion, touchant la Paroilfe de St. Ours, que j'ai 
deffervie precedemment a 1792. 

10. Les paroiffiens au proprietaires de rna paroiffe ne fe font 
point plaints d'etre exelus des affemblt'es de Fabrique ; ils n'ont 
adopte aucune demarche a cet-egard, et aucune decifion des COUtS 

n'ell: intervenue fur ce fujet. 
11. Mon opinIOn eft que les habitans notables ne participent 

qu'aux aifemblees generales; et qu'on n'emploie pas ce mot; car 
Ie mot de notable etant un terme vague et indetermine, chacun fe 
I'applique; chaque habitant fe pretend notable; et appeler les ha
bitans notables, c'eft appeler tous les proprietaires. Qu'ils allis. 
tent aux alfemblees g~nerales, et non ;lUX alfemblces de Fabrique. 
Aux fabriciens feuis appartient Ie droit d'y allister : ou c'eft en 
vain qu'on a fait choix d'eux pour gerer les alfaires de la Fabrique. 
Chaque fociete particulierc. civile au religieufe, n'a.t-elle pas 
fes confeillers, les reprefentans, fes officicr~ choifis fous diffe
rentes denominations, qui feuls ont Ie droit de drHiberation ? 
Verra-t-on dans nos parlemens, un candidat infortune, prefenter 
une motion, ou donner fa voix en concurrence avec Ie reprefen
tant heureux que la pluralite des votes des electeurs a nomme ? 
Dans quels autres corps enfin de pretend us notables feraient-ils 
admis it deliberer, et par leurs votes parafites, a detruire et elider 
les voix des veritlbles deliberateurs! Que ferait-ce fi Ie nombre 
de ces oCltables excedait celui des marguilliers ? leur choix pre
vaudrait, et, dans Ie fait, ils deviendraient les veri tables fabriciens ; 
les inarguilliers n'affisteraient que par forme, et pour fe voir mis 
de cote: ce que j'entends principalement touchant l'electlon des 
marguilliers. Mais queUe cohue formerait ce raffemblement de 
notables, c'eft-a.-dire de tOllS les habitans ! Le jour de Noel, apres 
de longs offices et de grandes fatigues, it fau~rai~ teni~ une for~e 
de po(l! Si ce n'etait que pour nom mer celU! qUi feralt du chOlx 
des marguilliers, pourquoi tant de t.roubl.es.? et fi ,'eft po~r ,fa ire 
un autre choix que Ie leur, 11 quol fervlralent les margUilhers l 
Pour <j,uoi raffembler toute une paroiffe, et multiplier les electeurs 
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And if it be for making another choice than theirs, to what pur. 
pofe would the Marguilliers ferve? Why affemble the whole 
Parish, and multiply the electors who are to appoint them with 
great pump, and afterwards, in fact, nullify them. 

12. The princip::1l landholders are undoubtedly the Notables; 
but I fay again that all the inhabitants and landholders will lay 
claim to that distinction. 

J. B. BOUCHER, Priest. 
Laprairie, 3d March, 183). 

Parish of St. Laurent, Island of Orleans. 

1. The old and new Marguilliers alone take part in t he deli. 
berations of the Fabrique meEtings in this Parish. 

2. 3. I think I ought, in the firot place, to caufe the Committee 
to obferve that it is the ufage in this Parish, established for a long 
time, if not for all time, to elect as a new Marguillier, he whofe 
marriage is of the oldest date, or more vulgarly, if you please, the 
oldest married man, whereby the new Marguillier is generally the 
most aged of all thofe who have not been Marguilliers; hence, if, 
by Notables, is understood the old landholders in a Parish, the 
Notables are here all Marguilliers. 1n order now to anfwer the 
two quefiions put, it will be necessary for me to enter into rather 
a long detail, yet required nevertheless on account of the little 
uniformity there appears in the mode of managing the affairs of 
the Fabrique in this Parish, from the very first record until this 
date. The fir"t record is of the year ) 698. From 1698 until 
1789, there are no records of elections of Marguilliers. In the 
Minutes of the rendering of accounts, no mention is made but of 
the Cure, of the Marguillier leaving office, and of him who enters 
upon office, without any signature, excepting where the Cure 
signs, countersigned by the Bishop, or the Archdeacon in their 
Visitations; nor is their any mention made either of old and new 
M.arguilliers, or of Nota~les, ,with the exception of the following 
mmutes, In 1734, mentIOn 15 made of a meeting of Parishioner 
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pour les nom mer avec grand appareil, et les rendre enfuite nuls 
pal' Ie fait r 

~ 2: L~s ,notables font fans doute .Ies principaux proprittaires ; 
malS Je rerete encore que tous les habltans et proprietaires preten
dront appartenir a cette description. 

Laprairie, 3 Mars 1831. 
J. B. BOUCHER, Ptre. 

Paroisse de St. Laurent, Ife d'Orleans. 

~. Les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux feuis prennent part aux 
dehberations des aifemblees de Fabrique en cette paroiife· 

2. et 3. Je croi~ devoir d'abord faire remarquer au Co mite que 
c'eft un ufage etabli depuis long-temps, pour ne pas dire de tout 
temps en cette paroiffe, d'elire pour nouveau marguilJier celui 
dont l'engdgement dans Ie mariage date de plus loin, au plus vul
gairement, fi vous voulez, ,Ie plus vieux marie, ce qui fait que Ie 
nouveau marguillier eft ordinairement Ie plus avance en age de 
tous ceux qui n'ont pas ete marguillier ; en forte que fi par nota
bles on entend les plus anciens proprietaires d'une paroiffe, les no
tables font taus ici marguilliers. A prefent pour re pondre aux 
deux queftions propofees, il me faut entrer dans un detail un peu 
long, mais neceffaire cependant a caufe du peu d'uniformite qu'i\ y 
a eu dans la direction de~ affaires de Fabrique en cette paroiffe, 
depuis la date du premier acte julqu'a cette annee. Ce premier 
aete eft de l'annee 1698. Depuis donc 1698 jufqu'a 1789, it n'y 
a point d'actes d'elections de marguilliers. Les~actes de reddition 
de comptes, ou ne font mention que du cure, du marguillier for
tant de charge et de celui qui y entre, fans aucene fignature, ou 
font fignes du cure et contre-agnes par l'eveque ou I'archidiacre 
dans leurs vifites, et il n'y eft fait mention ni Je marguilliers an
ciens ni notables, a l'exception des actes fuivans: En 1734, eft 
fpecifiee une atremblee des paroiffiens pour decharger deux mar-



256 

for loelieving two Marguilliers whole accounts were not in good 
order. In 1740, the Marguilliers alone are made mention of in 
a minute respecting the rendering of accounts. In 1769, the ac
counts are examined in the prefence of the assembled Parish. 
In 1771, an agreement between the Parishioners and Pierre 
Pouliot, for making a wainscoting to the interior waH of the 
Sanctuary. In 1774 the accounts are settled in the prefence of the 
Marguilliers and of the Cure alone. In 1781 again the accounts 
are settled in the presence of the Marguilliers alone. From 1789 
until J 792, there are minutes of the elections of Marguilliers, and 
of the rendering of accounts, as follows :-In 1789, the new Mar
guillier is elected by the old and new Marguilliers alone. In 1790, 
the new Marguillier is elected by the Notables. and the .. ccounts 
are settled in the presence of four Marguilliers and other Inha
bitants. In 1791, the Marguillicr leaving office renders his ac
counts' in prefence of the oJd and new Marguilliers alone, and 
they alone deliberate upon a matter concerning the Fabrique. 
From 1792 to L 796, the new Marguilliers are elected by the 
Notables, and the accounts are renuered in their prefence ; never
theless in ] 794; the Marguilliers alone assist at a rendering of 
accounts. N. B.-Perhaps by the word Notables, may be solely 
understood the old and new Marguilliers, because, according to 
what I have obferved above, whoever in this Parish is a Notable, 
is generally a Marguillier. Finally. from 1796 to the prefent 
year, there are records of the elections of new Marguilliers, and 
of the rendering of accounts, th,e whole of which appears to have 
uniformly been, by and in the presence of the old and new Mar
guilliers, convoked by notice at the sermon, and no mention is 
made of Notables. ' 

4. I find nothing iii the records of the Fabrique which can 
furnish a reply. 

5. I can not fay what was the ploactice of my predecessors, in 
the mode of the convocation made at the fermon, and I do not 
any where here find any decision of a Court of Justice relative to 
the right of the Notables to assist at the deliberations of the Fa
brique mee.tings, or n?t. Yet in the Ritual of the Diocefe, page 
63~, there IS ~ regulatl?n made by my Lord de St. Valier in 1700, 
whIch regulatIOn requlres that the accounts shall be rendered in 
the prefence of the Cure, and of the Marguilliers as well old as 
new; and the mode in which this regularity is expressed gives 
reason to suppofe that it is rather an andent cullom than a new 
~aw. _ There is no mention made of Notables~ nor of Parishioners 
ill general. . 
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fait mention des marguilliers feulement dans un acte de reddition 
de co~ptes. En ~ 769, les comptes font examines en prefence de 
la p~rOlife aift:nlblee. En 1779" conve?tion entre les paroiffiens 
et PIerre Poultot pour la fa~on dune bOifure fur Ie mur int<:rieur 
du fanctuaire. En 1774, les comptes font reglesen pretence des 
marguiiliers et du cure feulement. En 1781, les comptes font 
encore regies en prefence des marguilliers feulement. Depuis 
1789 jufqu'a 1792, il Y a des actes d'eIections de marguilliers et 
de reddition de comptes, comme fuit; En 1789, Ie nouveau mar
guillier eft elu par les marguilJiers anciens et nouveaUK feulement. 
En 1790, Ie nouveau marguillier eft elu par les notables, et les 
comptes regies en prefence de quatre marguilliers et autres habi
tans. En 1791, Ie marguillier fortant de charge rend fes comptes 
en prefence des marguilliers anciens et nouveaux feulement, et 
eux feuls deliberent fur une affaire de Fabrique. Depuis 1792 a 
J 796, les nouveaux marguilliers font e1us par les notables, et les 
comptes rendus en leur prefence ; cependant, en 1794, les mar
guilliers feuls affistent a une reddition de comptes. N. B.-Peut
etre que par Ie mot notables, on peut entendre feulement les mar
guilliers anciens et nouve.lUX, puifque fuivant ce que j'ai remar
que plus haut, ce qu'il y a de notable eft ordinairement marguil
lier en cette paroiife. Enfin, depuis 1796 jufqu'a l'annee prefente, 
iI ya des actes d'elections de marguilliers nouveaux et des actes 
de reddition de comptes, et Ie tout eft fait uniformement par et 
en prefence des marguilliers anciens et nouveaux, convoques par 
annonce au prone, et il n'e£t fait aucune mention des notables. 

4. Je ne trouve rien dans les regltres de la Fabrique qui puiife 
me fournir une reponfe. 

5. Je ne faurais dire qUfi!lle a ete la pratique de mes predeceff'eurs 
cures, dans Ie mode de Ia convocation faite au prone, etje ne trouve 
nulle part ici de decifion de cours de juftice a l'egard du droil: des 
notables a affister ou non aux deliberations des aifemblees de 
Fabriquc. Cependant au Rituel du piocefe., page 630, eft con
figne un regiement de l\1gr. d~ Samt-Valher, e~ 1700, leque~ 
reglement veut que les cumptes fOient rendus en prefence.,du cure 
et des marguilliers tant anciens que nouveaux; et la mamere dont 
ce reglement eft exprime donne a penfer que c'e£t.plut~t une ~ra
tique ancienne qu'une loi nouvelle. Il n'y eft pomt faIt mention 
de notables ni de paroiffiens en general. 

21 
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6. At the election of N~w M:a",guilli,e.r~ I only receive the 
votes of the old and new Marguilljers. 

7. As well on ordinary occasions, as for the rendering: of ac
counts, and .he elect,ion of Marguilliers, I have not convoked any 
but the old and new Marguilliers. 

S. I never called the Notables to the Fabrique meetings, either 
in this Parish, nor in that where I officiated before I became 
Curate of St. Laurent. 
. 9. Before being Curate of St. Laurent, I had the charge of a 

Mission in New-Brun(wick, and my practice there, (and which 
was that of my predecessors, for about thirty years for which 
registers had been kept,) was to convoke none but the old and 
new lJarguilliers, and they alone assisted at the Fabrique meet
ings. 

10. I have no knowledge that any Parishioner or Landholder, 
hlls complained of not being ahmitted to the Fabrique meetings, 
nor that anyone has takE'n any steps in that respect, and confe. 
quently there has not been, or, as least, I have no knowledge of, 
any decision of a Gqurt given on that fubject, with refpect to this 
Parish. 

11. J 2. It is a, question what is meant by Notable Inhabitants; 
if thereby be understood landholders who have been born in the 
Parish, and have attained a mature age, which I would con&ider as 
between forty and fifty years, their participation in the Fabrique 
meetings would not in gmeral be injurious, especially in !:larishes 
that zre not very populous: But if by N otahles be understood all 
the landholders indiscriminately, of whatever age they may be, 
and along with them a stranger who came to set up a Store, a 
Notary yet young in years and a fhanger, a Captain of Militia who 
is not a reSident, or who may have only lately fettled in the Pa
rish; we should then, at the Fabrique meetings fee renewed thofe 
disagreeable, not to fay disgufting scenes which occur at the elec
tions for Members of the Aifembly; and a peaceable and quiet 
Cure would find him/elf compelled to retire and remain at home. 
But shall I give my opinion? it is with fear, yet here it is. Let 
the old and new Marguilliers elect the new Marguillier, direct t,he 
affairs of the Fab~ique, in conjunction with the Cure, and let t4em 
only hl\ve two witnesses. who can write, one t<) be chofen by the 
C?re and the other by the Marguillier in office, and let thofe two 
Witnesses fee and hear all that is done, and all that is faid, apd 
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6. A l'electi.o~ d'es ma~glli\liers nouveaux, j;! ne regois Ies votes 
que des margl'ltlhers ancIens et nouveaux. 

7. ~~nt ~am les cas ord.in~ires 9.ue p~~r la reddition des comp
tes et I electIOn des margUilhers, Je n al conVO(1ue que les mar-
guilliers anciens et nouveaux. • 

.8. Je n'aija~ais ap~ele les notasles aux affemb](!es de Fabrique, 
men cette parOlffe, m en celle que je deffervais avant d'etre cure 
de St. Laurent. 

9. Avant d'etre cure ~e St. Laurent,j'etais charge! d'une million 
dans Ie Nouveau-Brunfwlck, et ma pratique la, (et c; 'avait ete celle 
de mes predece{feurs depuis une trentaine d'annees que 1'on y te
nait regitres,) etait de ne convoquer que les marguilliers anciens 
et nouveaux,' et eux feuls affistaient aux affemblees de Fabri
que. 

10. Je n'ai point connaiffance qu'aucun paroiffien ou proprie
taire fe fait plaint de n'etre pas admis aux affemblees de Fabrique, 
ni que qui que ce foit ait adopte quelques demarches a cet egard, 
I!t par con{equent il n'y a, ou au moins je ne connais aucune de
cilion de cour rendue pour (ette paroiffe fur Ie meme fujet. 

II. et ] 2. II s'agirait de favoir ce que l'on entend par habitans 
notables; fi on entend les proprietaires nes dans la paroiffe et 
parvenus a un age de maturite que je mettrais entre 40 a 50 ans, 
leur participation aux affemblees de f'abrique ne {erait pas ordi
nairement nuifible, filrtout dans les paroiifes peu populeufes ; 
l1lais fi on entend par notables tous les proprietaires indiftinctement 
de quelqu'age qu'ils foient, et avec eux un etranger qui vient te
nir magafin, un notaire encore jeune e.t etranger, un capitaine 
de milice qui ne refide point, ou qui ferait nouvelIement etabli 
dans la paroiffe; dans ce cas on verra fe renouveler aux atrem
blees de Fabrique les fdmes defagreables pour ne pas dire degou
tantes qui fe paifent aux elections des membres de l'affemblee; et 
un cure paifible [era force de fe retirer et de demeurer chez [oi. 
Mais donnerais-je moIi opinion; c'eft aveccrainte ; la voici cepen~ 
dant. Qu'on laiffe les marguilliers anciens et nouvea.u~ elire Ie 
nouveau marguillier, regler les affail'es de Fabriqu: COnjOlllt,em:nt 
avec 1(> cure, et qu'on les oblige feulement a aVOlr deux tc:!UOlllS 
qui fachent ecrire, dont l'un fera choifi par Ie cure et l'autre par 
Ie rtiarguillier en charge, et que ces deux temoins voient, en ten: 
dent tout ce qui fe fait, tout ce qui fe dit, et fignent les actes qUl 
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sign the minutes which are entered in the records. Hereby fome 
of the inconveniences which are complained of in fome Parishes 
will be provided against. 

C. GAUVREAU, Priest, Curate. 

St. Laurent. Island of Orleans, 
23d Feby. 1831. 

Parish of St. Laurent, Island if Montreal. 

1. In the Parish of St. Laurent, Island of Montreal, the old 
and new MarguilJiers alone take part in the deliberations of the 
Fabrique meetings and receive the accounts. The other Parish
ioners are only called in for the election of the new Marguillier. 

2. This cu!l:om has always existed since the erection of the Pa
rish and has undergone no change. 

S. 4. 5. Anfwered by the foregoing. 
6. Here, according to the e!l:ablished usage, I have received the 

votes of the landholding parishioners for the election of the new 
Marguillier; the number of votes has amounted to one hundred 
and fifty, without reckoning as belonging to the meeting, about 
perhaps the fame number of idle spectators. 

7. This is the form of which I made ufe, for the ordinary Fa
brique meetings, and the rendering of accounts,-" Messieurs the 
Marguilliers, old and new, are reque!l:ed to meet for receiving the 
accounts of N. - or for deliberating upon the affairs of the Fa
hrique."-And for the elec.tion of a new Marguillier; " After 
Mass, the elec.tion of a new Marguillier will be proceded in in a 
Parish meeting." 

8. Anfwered by No.2. 
9. I have resided at Ste. Anne des Plaines, and at Terrebonne, 

wher.e the old and new Marguilliers alone, assist at the Fabrique 
meetmgs, and the most perfect tranquillity has prevailed at 
them. 

10. I have never heard any complaint spoken of, on the part of 
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feront entre:; au regltre. On panera par Ja a quelques inconve-
niens dont ii parait qu'on fe plaint dans certaines paroiffes. 

C. GAUVREAU, Ptre. Cure. 
St. Laurent, lIe d'Orleans, 

23 Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Laurent, Ile de Montreal. 

1. Dans la "P :troiffe de St. Laurent, lIe de Montreal, les feuls 
marguilliers anciens et nouveaux prennent part <lUX deliberations 
des affemblees de Fabrique, et relfoivent les comptes. Les autres 
paroiffiens ne font appeles que pour I'election du nouveau marguil
lier. 

2. Cet ufage a toujours fubfisU: depuis l'itablii'fement de la pa
roiffe, et n'a pas eprouve de changement. 

3., 4. et 5. Repondu a l'article precedent. 
6. lei, fuivant l'ufage conftant, j'ai re<;u les votes des parois. 

fiens proprietaires pour l'election du marguillier nouveau; Ie nom
bre des voix s'eft monte a plus de 150, fans compte-r dans l'affern_ 
blee un auili grand nombre de fpectateurs oisifs. 

7. Voici la formule dont je me luis Iervi pour les affemblees or
dinaires de Fabrique et la reddition des compt~s : MM. les mar
gui11iers anciens et nouveaux font pries de s'affembler pour la red
dition des comptes de N., au, pour deliberer fur les affaires de 1a 
Fabrique. Et pour l'election du nouveau margliillier : Apres la 
Mefl'e .•• on proc6dera a l'election d'un nouveau marguillier 
dans l'afl'emblee de Ia paroifl'e. 

8. Repondu au nombre deux. 
9. J'ai refide a Ste. Anne des Plaines et a Terrebonne, OU les 

marguilliers [euis anciens et nouveaux ailistent aux affemblees de 
Fabrique, et 1a plus parfaite tranquillite y a toujours regne. 

10. Jamais je n'ai entendu parler d'aucune plainte de la part des 
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the Parishioners. but at such places where the eftablished cufrom. 
has bpen altered. , 

11. My opinion is that every innovation in the established 
ufages may be productive of great trouble and diforder; and that 
it belongs to the episcopal authority to regulate whatever regards 
Fabrique affairs; and that the Civil authority can do nothing 
better than to fuperadd its ianction to that power. 

12. Sufficiently replied to in the preceding anfwer. Further, 
however, if it be neceffary to C1'eate Notables, for nothing in our 
prefent system of legislation defignate fuch, upon whom is this 
difiinction to be befiowed ? Will it be sufficient to be a landholder 
to be entitled to it? But almost everyone in our Country parts 
is such; thence there can be no difiinction. Shall the whole Pa
rish be called to the meeting? Then it must be a mob; an op
pormnity for troubles, intrigues, and animosities, which will be 
perioelically renewed at least twice a year; that is to fay at the 
periods of the appointment of a new Marguillier and of the ren
dering of accounts. 

ST. GERMAIN, Priest. 

St. Laurent, Island of Montreal, 
12th March, ] 881. 

Parislt of Lavaltrie. 

r' 1. The old and new Marguilliers alone take part in the deli
berations of the :Fabrique meetings, and no Notable is ever admit ... 
ted to them. 

2. This cuftom is as old as the Parish itself. 
3. The Records of my Parish make no mention of any altera

tion, either with refpect to the election of Marguilliers, or to the 
rendering of accounts, neither before nor after the Cession of 
Canada to Great Jlritain. 

4. 5. Same anfwer as above. 
6. I have never received at the elections of Marguilliers, the 

votes of any other ,Perfons than those of the old and new Mar
guilliers. - - -
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paroiffien9, excepte dans Ie! l'ieux ou on a change tes u{ages eta
blis. 

Il. Man opinion eft que toutc innovation dans les nfa<:;es eta
blis peut amener beau coup de trouble et de dCfordre ; qll~ c'eft it 
J'autorite epifcopale a regler ce qui concerne l'adminiftratioll des 
aft"aires de Fabrique, et que Ie pouvoir cil'il ne peut rien faire de 
mieux que d'y ajouter la fanction de fon autorite. 

12. Suffisamment repondu dans l'article precedent. D'aiJIeurs, 
s'il faut creer des notables, puifque rien dans notre legiflation ac
tuelle ne les defigne pas, fur qui tomhera ces ciiftinctiond Suffira
toil d'~tre proprietaire pour y avoir part? Mais prefque tout Ie 
monde l'eft dans nos campagnes; alors il n'y a plus de difiinction. 
Appellera-t-on toute la paroiJfe a l'afI'cmblee? Alors, c'eft une 
cohue : une occaGon de trouble, d'intrigues, d'animofites qui re
viendra periodiquement au moins deux fois l'annee, c'eft-a-dire, 
aux epoques de la nomination d'un nouveau marguillier et de la 
reddition des comptes. 

St. Laurent, Ile de Montreal, 
12 Mlrs, 183i. 

ST. GERMAIN. Ptre. 

Paroisse de Lavaltrie. 

1. Les feuls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux prennent part 
aux deliberations des afI'ernbIees de Fabrique, et qU'aucun notable 
n'y eft jamais admis.. " 

2. eet ufage date d'aulIi 10m que J3 parOiffe .mem~. 1 

3. Les regitres de rna paroiffe ne font :nentlO~ d aucu~e. a.tera
tion par rapport a l'el.ectio,n des marguilhers et ~ la reddltlOn de~ 
comptes, ni avant, ill apres 1a ceffion du pays a la Grande-Bre 
tagne. 

4. et 5. Meme reponfe que deffus. ,. . 
6. Je n'ai jamais re~u de votes, dans les elections- des margu~l

liers, d'autres perfonnes que des anciens et nouveaux margull. 
Hers. -



';. The meetings have nevet"'been convoked. i~ any other term9 
than the following ~-,. The old and new MargUllhers are requested 
to meet," &c. 

S. The Notables have never been convened. 
9. In 1819, I was appointed to the Mission of Carlton in the 

District of 'Gaspe ; on my return I was inducted to the cures of 
St. Pierre les Becquets, and St. Jean d'Echaillons; and I have 
never perceived in the records of those different places, that the 
Notables had taken part in the :£fabrique meetings. 

10. No Notable, neither in my present Parish, nor in any of 
thofe where I have before officiated has complained of being ex
cluded from the meetings, nor has expressed any desire of being 
prefent at them, so far indeed that I have fometimes expressed 
my dissatisfaction to fuch Marguilliers who did not attend. 

II. Upon this queftion my opinion is that matters ought to 
remain as they are; that is to fay, that there where the Notables 
are called upon, they should be called upon, but not in other 
places, fer it must not be fuppoled that becaufe the Parishes of 
Three Rivers, Lotbiniere, Ste. Anne de la Perade, and two or 
three others, roar out enough to stun one for the Notables to be 
admitted to the meetings, that that is the wish of all the Parishes 
in the Country. On the contrary the largest number delire~ to 
abide by common law; dut is to fay that the old and new Mar
guilliers alone, shall, and ought to, have the direc:ion of their 
affairs; for, on the other hand, why should we have any Mar
guilliers? What would they have to manage? 

12. In cafe the Legi:;lature should pass a law which should be 
binding upon all the Parishes in the Country, for the admission of 
the Notables into the meetings, which would not be desirable, it 
appears to me, in my humble opinion, that none ought to be con
fidered as Notables, but the Seigneur, or Seigneurs of th,e Parish, 
the perfons holding Commissions in each-Parish, and that only for 
the election of a new Marguillier, for, when once the Marguillier 
is elected, he is the deputy of his constituents for the other mat
ters relating to the Fabrique. 

1. F. GAGNON, Priest. 

La Valtrie, 19th Feby. IS3l. 
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'7. Les. aff'emblees n'ont jamais etc COl1Voquees dans d'autres 
termes que dans ceux-ci: Les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux 
fOllt pties de s'aifembler, etc. 

8. Les notables n'ont jamais ete convoques. 
9. En 1819, je fus nbmme a lamiffion de Carleton, dans II! Dis

trict de Gafpe; a mon retour, je fus propofe aux cures de St. 
Pierre Les Becquets et de St. Jean Defchaillons, et n'ai jamais vu 
dans les reg'ltres de ces differens poftes que les notables aient pris 
part aux aifemblees de Fabrique. 

10. Aucun notable, ni dans rna paroiife actuelle, ni dans aucune 
de celles que j'ai delfervies ne s'eft plaint d'etre exclu des alTem
blees, ni n'a Nmoignc Ie defir d'y etre prefent, jufques Ia que 
quelque fois j'ai temoigne mon mecontentement aux marguilliers 
memes qui ne s'y rendaient point. 

II. Sur cette queftion, mon opinion ferait que les chofes en 
reftaffent ou elles font, c'eft-i-dire, que Ii ou les notables font 
appeies, on continuat de les y appeler, mais non ai!leurs, car il ne 
faut pas imaginer que parce que les paroiffes des Trois.Rivieres, 
Lotbiniere, Ste. Anne de La Peraae et deux ou trois autres deman
dent et crient a tue-t~te que les notables doivent etre admis dans 
les affemblees, que c'eft ];i Ie vreu de toutes les paroiffes du pays; 
au contraire, h tres-grande majorite veut s'en tellir au droit com
mun, c'eft-a.-dire, que les feuls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux: 
auront et doi~ent avoir Ie maniement de leurs affaires, car, autre
ment, pourquoi des marguilliers ?qu'auront-ils a controler? 

12. Dans Ie cas ou la Legifiature palferait une loi qu~ concerne
rait toutes les paroiffes du pays, ce qui n'eft pas a defirer, pour 
l'admiffion des notables dans les afl'emblees, il me femble, dans 
mon humble opinion, qu'on ne devrait regarder comme notables 
que Ie ou les feigneurs et les perfonn~~ co~mi~onnees dans eha
que paroiff'e, et cela/eulement p~u~ I el:ctlO? a un nO,uve:u mar
guillier, car une fOlS Ie margmlher elu, 11 eft Ie depute de fes 
constituans pour les autres affaires de Fabrlque. 

J. F. GAGNON, Ptre 

La Valtrie, }9 Fevrier 1831. 
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Parish of St. Leon Lc Grand. 

1. Thofe who take part in the deliberations of the Fabriqul.! 
meetings in St. Leon Le Grand, are the Marguilliers alone, both 
old and new, &c. They are the only Notab:es admitted, and 
good people. 

2. In 1800 when the Parish of St. Leon Le Grand was erected, 
in order to fill the official bench, and conftitute the new Fabrique, 
the Inhabitants of the faid Parish, with the Cure, elected three 
Marguilliers; and, in the year fonowing thde three Marguilliers 
elected a fourth, and fa on every year until the prE:fent time, and 
always in conjunction with the Cure, and no other Notabl~s. 

3. The fame ufage has prevailed both for the election of Mar
guilliers, and for the rendering of accounts, in short for wha,ever 
concerned the interior of the Church. The Parish of St. Leon 
was not in exiflence before the Cession of Canada to Great 
Britain. 

4. It has never oc:curred that the Notable Inhabitants have 
ceafed to appear at the meeting~, for they were never called to 
them; we can e;;iily do without such folks. 

5. There has been no change in what has been always fo, and 
the convocation at the iermon i3 made thus :-" Messieurs the 
old and new Margililliers are requefled to meet at the Sacrifly, at 
the clofe of the Parochial Mass, to elect another Marguillier, or to 
receive the accounts of fLlch a Marguillier, or, in short, for any 
other things that may be wanted for the tupport of the Church. 
Other convocations would be a novelty, and I do not fee on what 
account, by what authority or ordinance fuch a thing could take 
place. 

6 At the election of a Marguiilier, I have only received the 
votes of the old and new Marguilliers; I never even gave my own 
vote for anyone; I did not want the votes of any other perfons ; 
all was done without that. 

7. On all occasions, and for alt the concerns of the Chqrch, for 
the elections of Marguilliers, or the rendering of accouIits, or other 
things, I made my convocations in thefe terms :_" Messieurs the 
old and new Marguilliers are requeaed," &c. as J have raid in 
anfwer to tbe fifth que-flion. And always the Marguilliers alone. 

8. I never calIed the Notables to the Fabrique meetings, and 
never wanted to call them; and why should they be called? I;; 
there not another method, in the important affairS' of a Parish. 
luch as the building of a Church, a l'reftbytery, reparations of 
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Paroisse de St. Leon Le Grand. 

1, Ceux qui prennent part aux deliberations des afl'emblees de 
Fabrique dans St. Leon L-e Grand, ce font les feuls marguilliers. 
tant anciens que nouveaux, etc. Ce font les feuls notables admis 
et de bons habitans. 

2. Depuis .1800 que 1a Paroiife St. Leon Le Grand a ete erigee. 
et pour. remphr Ie ~anc de .I'a!uvre et former la nouvelle Fabrique. 
1;5 habuans de la ~lte parol~e.' avec Ie cure, .ont elu trois marguil
hers; et ces trOIs margUll!lcrs, I'annee fUlvante, en ont elu un 
quatrieme, et de meme chaque annee tt jufqu'a prefent, et toujours 
conjointement avec Ie cure, et point d'autres notables . 

. 3. ea ete Ie rne~e ufage foit pour l'election des rnarguilliers, 
fOit pour la redJltJon des cornptes ; enfin pour ce qui concerne 
l'interieur de l'eglife. Avant la ceilion du pays a la Grande
Bretagne. Ia Paroifl'e St. Leon n'existait pas. 

4. II n'y a pas eu de cas ou les habitans notables ont cefl'e de pa
raitre aux atTernbIees, car il n'y am jamais ete appeles ; on fe paffe 
tres-bien de ces gens-Ia. 

5. II n'y a pas de changernent dans ce qui a toujours ete, et la 
con\'ocation au prone fe fait ainG: MM. Ies marguilliers, anciens 
et nouvt'aux, font pries de s'fl'ernbler a Ia Sacristie, a l'iffue de la 
Mefl'e ParoiiliaIe, pour elire un alltre marguillier, au pour recevoir 
les cornptes de tei rnal'guillier, Ot! enfin pour d'autres befoins qui 
lont neceifaires pour Ie foutien de l'egIife. D'autres convocations 
feraient nouvelles; et je ne his pour quel befoin, par queUe au
write ou ordonnance; ce qui pourrait peut-etre avoir lieu. 

6. A l;election d'un marguil:iert je n'ai re<;"u que les votes des 
anciens et des nouveaux marguiJliers ~ je n'ai pas m~rne donne 
rna voix a aucun: je n'ai PlS eu befoin des votes d'autres per
fonnes: tout s'efi fait fans cela. 

7. Dans tous les cas et pour tous les befoins de l'eglife, pour 
elections des rnarglliliiers, ou reddition de cornptes et autres cho
feSt j'ai fait mes convocations en ces termes: MM. les marguilliers 
anciens et nouveaux, font pries, etc., comrne je l'ai dit i la cin
quierne quefiion. Et. toujours les feuIs marguilliers. 

8. Je n'ai jamais appele les notables aux aifernblees de Fabri
. que; et jamais je n'ai eu befoin de les y appelcr ; et rourquoi Ie!! 
. y appel(\r? N'y a-t-il pas un autre moyen, dans les grandes af. 
iaire& d'une paroiife, foit pour batir one eg1ife, presby teres, re· 



thole buildingg, &c. &c.? Is not then a meeting called of all 
the Parishioners? Why then should we receive supernumeraries, 
who would produce dissention and disorder in every thing? 

9. I acted as Vicaire in two old Parishes, and for the affairs of 
thofe Fabriques, the election of Marguilliers, the rendering of ac
counts, or the management or the maintainence of the interior of 
the Church, I only faw the old and new Marguilliers meet to
gether, and none others. 

10. I have no knowledge that my Parishioners have complained 
of being excluded from the Fabrique meetings; nor that they 
have gone to law in order to become Marguilliers: on the con
trary, no one is defirolls of that office. and he who is chofen only 
conff!nts from obedience to the laws and the love of God; no 
otherwife. 

11. Grand queftion! To affemble a Parish to participate in 
the Fabrique meetings; efpecially for the election of a Marguil
lier! an inexhauftible source of evil and diforder ! Through in
trigue, we might fee on the official bench, men with two wives. 
drunken masters, &c. What an abomination! What a fcandal 
in the Holy temple of the Lord God! Our Houfe of Affembly 
will preferve us from it. 

12 Most important queftion! Men notable, remarkable, re
spectable, refpected. distinguished no doubt by their merit and 
their virtues. Such men are very rare; and in order to make 
a choice, which will be limited, that be not injurious. it will re
quire all the knowledge and prudence of our respectable Haufe 
of Assembly; this would indeed afford matter to fill a large folio 
volume. 

DELAUNAY, Priest. 
St. Leon, 22d Feby. 1831. 

Parish of Longueuil. 

1.. The .only.per9o~s who take part in the deliberations of the Pabrique 
meetings ID thIS Pansh are the Cure, and the old and new Marguilliers 
alone. We have never here known what Notables are. 
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parations de ces Mtiffes. etc, etc? Ne fait·on pas une alI'em. 
blee de tous les paroiffiens? Pourquoi done recevoir de ces fur~ 
venans q ni pourraient caufer Ie trouble et Ie defordre partout ? 

.9. J'ai ete vicaire da~s deux anciennes paroiifes, et pour les af. 
falres de ces deux Fabnques, election de marguilliers, reddition 
de comptes, ou pour la conduite ou pour I'entretien de I'intcrieur 
de I'eglife, je n'ai vu raffembler que les anciens et nouveaux mar
guilliers, et point d'autres. 

10. Je n'ai aucune connaiffance que mes paroiffiens fe foient 
plaints d'etre exclus des affemblees de Fabrique, ni qu'ils aient 
plaide pour etre rnarguilliers ; au contraire, per10nne ne defire 
cette charge, et celui qui eft choifi n'y confent que par obeiffance 
aux lois, en vue de Dieu: point autrement. 

1]. Grande quefl:ion! Affembler une raroiffe pour participer 
aux affem':'~c3 de Fabrique; furtout pour l'eiec(ion d'un marguil
lier. Source inepuifable de maux et de defordres! Par cabale, 
on pourra voir fouvent dans Ie banc de l'ceuvre des hommes it 
deux femmes, des maitres ivrognes, etc. Quel horreur! quel 
fcandale dans Ie Saint temple de Dieu! Notre Chambre nous en 
prefervera. 

12. Tres-importante quefl:ion. Des hommes notables, remar
quables, refpectables, refpectes, diftingues fans doute par leurs me
rites et leurs vertus. Ces hommes font bien rares ; et pour en 
faire Ie choix, qui fera petit, point nuifible, il faut to ute la fcience 
et la prudence de la refpectable Chambre d' A!femblee; ce fera 
auffi la matiere d'un gros in-folio. 

DELAUNAY, Ptre. 
St. Leon, 22 Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse de Longueuil. 

L Les personnes qui prennent pa(t aux deliberations des a~s:mblee8 
ae Fabrique dans cette paroisse, sont Ie Clire et les seuls margUilhers an
ciens et nouveaux, On n'a jamais au ici ce que sont des notables. 
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2. This custom has been followed since tbe erection of the Parish, 
and there has n::ver been any change in this respect. 

S. The records of the Fabriqne, and other documeuts in my possession 
shew that sllch has always been the custom, with respect to the election 
of Marguilliers and the rendering of accounts, since the erection of the 
Parish in i698; consequemiy a long time before the Cession of Canada 
to Great Britain. 

4" 5. 6. Answered by \Vhat precedes. 
7. I have never convoked the Fabrique meetings, as well on ordiriary 

occasions, as for the rendering of accounts, and the e1pctinn of Margllll
liers, otherwise than by calling to them the old and new Margnilliers. 

8. Answered by the preceding. 
9. As wdl as 1 can recollect, the same custom was observed in the 

Parish of Sault-au.l{eco]let, which I had the cure of for &ix years and a 
few months, but which I have left for twenty five years. For the relt, 
the Committee will, doubtlessly, also receive lhe report of the present 
Curate there, and will thus know whether any changes have occuned 
there. 

10. 1 have no knowledge that the Parishioners or Landholders in my 
Parish, have ever complained of being excluded from the Fabrique meet
ings: but I know that, lately, some agitators, ~millg from Chambly 
and Boucherville, have exerted themselves to cause some steps to be take~ 
in that respect, and infiame, as has been done on other occasions, the 
minds of th~ good people of Canada, by idle declamations against imagin
ary grievances, pretended abuses which exist alone in their farlcy, bur of 
which they adroitly make use, fur the purpose of acquiring popularity 
and il,fiuence, aod t hence enabling themtielves more to aid the ambitiuus 
views ()f a faction that desires to tlomineer every where. 

11. 1 Z. I am of opinion that in my Parish, and in the larger number 
of Country Parishes, where the Seigneurs do not personally reside, there 
are JlO other Notables than the Farmers who are in the most easy cir
cumstancN, and t he most to be esteemed for integrity and good conduct. 
It is not of this class that the Marguilliers are generally chosen. But it 
is self evident that all who are so qualified can not be elected as Marguil
liers at one and the same time; and, if It be d('sired to admit others than 
the Marguilliers to participate in the administration of the Fabrique 
affairs, all will pretend to be Notables, and to have a right of atteqding 
the meetings, which, the more Jlumerous they are, the more tumultuous 
they will probably be. Whence will arise, parties, intrigues, animosi
ties, and quarrels, and afterwards law.suils, with all the consequences 
which follow in their train. Whence I come to the conclusion that it is 
most expedient not to innovate ,lOy thing in this respect, and to stick to 
the cu~tom sanctioned by the ecclesiastical authorities, and conformable 
to the usages, and ancient ordinances of the civil authority. 

Longueuil, Ist March, 1831. 
CHABOILLEZ, Priest. 
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!l. Cet usage a ete $uivi de puis l'elablissement de Ia paroisse et il n'1 
a jamals eu aucun changement a cet egard. ' 

3. Les reglt\'es de Fabrique et alit rN documens en rna possesio 
I . , , I' n, 

prou~ent que te a .t?ujourg ete usage par rapport a I'electicn des mar. 
,gUllli~rs et la re,ddttlon des comptes, depuis I'elablissem~nt de 1a paroisse 
en 1698 ; consequemmcnt loug-~emrs avant la ce,slon de ce pays it la 
Grande .Bretagne. 

4·., 5. et 6. Repondu par ce qui precede. 
7 •. Je :I:al jamais convoque les as"embl~cs de Fabrique, (ant dans lea 

cas ordlOalres que pOllr la reddition d~s comptes et pour l'dection des 
margllilliers, 5u'en y appel211t le5 anciens ct nouveaux marguillicrs. 

8. Repondu par I'ar:icle precedent. 
9. ~utant que je puis m'en rappeler, Ie merne usage etait observe dans 

la Parolsse du Saut·au·Recoliet, que j'ai des,ervie pendant six ans et 
quelques mois, rnais dont je suis sotti depuis v;ngt-cinq ans. Au reste 
Ie COlllite aura allssi sans doute Ie rappon dtl cUle aetuel, et pourra sa~ 
voir s'll est survenu des changemens. 

] O. Je n'ai aucuee connaiss'"nce qlle des paroissiens on des proprietai
res, dans rna paroisse, Be scient jamais pJaintJ d'elre exclt:s des assem
blees de Fab"ique ; mais je sa is que dernierement quelques agitateurs. 
venus de Chambly e.t de Bouchcrville, se sont efl"orces de faire adopter 
quelques demarches it cet egard, ct de soulever, comme eiJ certaine, oc
casions precedentes, les esprits du bon peuple Canadien, par de vaines 
declamations contre des abus imaginai,eq, de pretend us grief" qui 
n'existent que daos leur imagination; maiR dont ils se servent adroitement 
pour ac:querir de la popularite et de l'inilllence, et se mettre par ia plus 
en etat de favoriser les vues ambitiellses d'une faction qui veut dominer 
partour. 
It. et 12. Je suis d'opinioll que dans rna paroisse, et dans la plu part des 

aut res paroisscs de c.ampagne OIl les seigneurs ne font pas leur residence, 
il n'y a pas d'autres notables que les cultivateurs les plus ai,es, et les plus 
recommandables parIeur probi!e e.t leur bonne couduite. C'est' p;lrmi cette 
c1as\e que sont c.hoisis generalement les marguilliers. Mais il est evi. 
dent que tous ceux qui seraient ainsi qualifies ne. peuvent pas etr(' elus 
marguilliers ala fois; et si on veut faire participer it I'administration des 
affaires de Fabriqne d'autres que les rnarguilliers. tous pretendront etre 
des notables et avoir droit d'assister aux assemblees, qui etant plus nom
breuses. seront tres-probalJlement plus tumultueuses. De lit les brigues, 
les cabales, les animosittes, les querellest et ensuite les proces et toutes 
les consequences qui s'ensuivent. D'ou je conclus qu'il est plus expe
dient de ne rien innov'er a cet egard, et de s'en tenir a I'usage approuve 
par les superieurs ecclcsiastiques, et conforme aux anciennes ordoonances 

de I'autorite civile. 
CHABOILLEZ, Ptre. 

Longueuil, Ier Mars 1831. 
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Parish of Lotbiniere. 

1. The old and new Marguilliers. Never any Notables. All the 
Parishioners when the question is as to work to be done to the exteriO'r 
of the Church. Ouce all the Parishioners were called upon to make an 
agreement as to the Altar. ' 

2. From all time, the old and new Marguilliers took part in the deli-
berations. . , 

3. From immemorial time the custom has been to convoke the old and 
new Marguilliers, both for the election of a MarguJllier, and for the 
rendering of accounts, as may be seen by the minutes of the delibera
tions. 

4. I have nothing to say to this. 
5. I have nothing whatsoever to say to this. 
6. No, not, to the best of my knowledge. 
7. " Messieurs the old and new Marguilliers >Ire requested to meet at 

the Sacristy, after Mass, or after Vespers, to proceed to the election of a 
new Marguillier, or for receiving the accounts of such a Marguillier." 
And this was done at the Sermon after Mass, at the sound of the bell. 

8. It has never been the custom to call on the Notables on matters 
relating to the Fabrique; and for Parish matters, not many times. 

9. The same occurreu at Ste. Croix, where I was Curate for three 
years. 

10. A small number of Parishioners, have been desirous since 1830, 
of taking part in the deliberations, particularly as respecfs the election of 
a Margui!iier :-they have protested, and the suit is pending in the 
Courts. 

] 1. Much disturbances would arise from it. 
12. It would be too difficult for me to determine thia. 

Quebec, 17th Feby. 1831. 

J. B. DAVELUY, Priest, 

Curate of Lotbiniere. 

Parish of St. LUG. 

1. The old and new Marguilliers alone take part in the deliberations 
of the Fabrique meetings in my Parish: 

2. ~t was in the .year 1807 that the custom was introduced of not 
rendenng the Fabnque accounts but)n the presence of tbe Cure and 



Paroisse de Lotbinie're. 

1. Lea marguilliel's anciens et nouveaux. .Tamais de notables. TOllS 

le~ parOlssiens I).ua~d il s'agit d'.)uvrages 11 l'exterieur de l'cglise. U ne 
fOlS touS les parulsslen6 ont ete demandes pour faire· Ie contrac du leta
hie. 

2. De tOllt temps, Ies marguilliers anciens et nouveaux prenaient part 
aux deliberations. 

3. L'lIsage, de temps immemorial, pour l'eIection d'un marguillier et 
la reddition des comptes etait de convoquer les marguilliers anciens et nou
veaux, tel qu'on Ie yoit par Ie regitre des deliberations. 

4. Je n'ai rien a dire. 
5. Je n'ai a dire quoique ce soit. 
6. Point, au meilleur de ma connaissance. 
7. Messieurs Ies marguilliers, anciens el nouveaux, sont pries de &'as

sembleI' a la Sacristie, apres la Messe, ou apres les V~pres. pour proc.e
der a I'clection d'un nOllveau marguillier, ••. ou pour la reddition des 
comptes d'un tel marguililer, et ce all prone de la Messe, au son de la 
cloche. 

S. Pour les affaires de Fabrique, il n'a jamais etc d'usage d'appeler les 
notables; pour d~s affaires de paroisse, peu de foia. 

9. On agissait de m~me a Ste. Croix, ou j'ai ete cure pendant trois 
ans. 

10. Un petit nombre de paroissiens veulent depuis IS30 prendre part 
aux deliberations, surtout pour l'e!ection du marguillier ; ils ont protes
te, et Ie proces est pendant en cour. 

11. II en l"esulterait beaucoup de trouble. 
12. llserait trop difficile pour woi de Ie determiner. 

J. B. DAVELUY, Ptre. 
Cure de Lotbiniere. 

Quebec, 17 Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Lu.c. 

1. Les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux. sont les st>uls qui,prennent 
part aux deliberations des assemlMes de Fabnque dans ma parOl6se. 

2. C'e_t a I'a:nnee 1807 qu'a commence I'usage de)le ~e?dre Ies ~o~p. 
-tee de la Fabrique.qu'en _presence du cure et des margulihers ; et a 1 an-

2 L 



the Marguilliers; and in the year 1826 the Parish generally ceased to 
assist at the eJection of the Marguillier, tl-Iat eJection having heen made 
by the body of MargnillJe,s, the Cure r'eeiding at tle meeting. 

S, The Parish of ,st. Luc was not erecled till after the Cession of 
(.'-',/1a to Great Britain. Since its erec,tion and until th~ yea!s 1807 
and 1826, the Parishioners generally were admitted to the Fabrique 
meetings, for the election of a Marguillier, and fur the rendering of hIS 
account~. 

4. I can not say from what canoe it was that the Parishioners in 
general ceased from attending those meetings. 

5. I do not k now what the reasons were which caused the change in 
tIle mode of convoking the meetings for the election of Marguilliers, 
and for the renderillg of the Fabrique accounts. This change mus~ have 
taken place at the time when the Pari,hi()[le~? ceased to take any part in 
the affairs of the Fabrique. 

6. I drd not reed ve at the election of Marguilliers, any votes but 
those of the old and ne .... Marguilliers. 

7. I did !lot convene any o~her than the old and new Marguilliers to 
the Fabrique meetings. 

8. It i& not customary in tllis Parish, to call1he N~~a~le3 to the Fa
brique meetings. 

9. I can give no information ,0 the Committee as to tbeir ninth ques
tion. 

10. I have no knowledge that any Parishionero or Landholders in my 
Parish, have complained of being excluded from Ihe Fabrique meetings, 
nor that allY decisions of the Courts have ir.terve·ned on Ihis subject. 

11. I fL(~1 milch t",e condescension of the Committee in ptH·',1g Ihis 
eleHut:1 question to me; but I can not give ary opinion npon it. 

l:2. In case the Notable Inhabitants are to take part ill the Fabrique 
meetings, it seem" to rr.e tLat all the landholders shouid be calkd upon 
under that denomination. 

St. Luc, lst March, 1831. 

ED. CREVIE R, Priest, 
Curate of St. Luc. 

Parish of Malbaie. 

In. my Pari~h the persons who take part in the deliberations of the 
FabrJque meetl11ga, are the old and new Marguillie~s alone. The noti. 
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n~e ~ 826, la p~r~i!~e a CeS!e d'assigtel' a l'cHection du rnarguillier, cette 
cl('ctl')n .iyanl ele f31!e par Ie corp a des margbi\lier~, Ie 1.1Irt\ elant Ie prc
sident de I'agsemblcc. 

3. La parnis'e de St. Lllc n'a ete crigce qu'apres la ces~ion du pays 
11 la Grande-13 retagne. Depui.; 5"11 ereclion j\lSqu'UllX annees 1807 et 
1826. les p.irois,iells cl.';"'1l generaleTlenl admis aux assemblees de Fa
bdqlle pourl'eiectioll d'un marguillier et pour b reddition de ses coon 
les~ , 

4. J;; ne puis dire pour q11elL:g CJuses les paroissiens ont cesse en '-e-
necal d'assis'er a ecs assemb:':CJ. <-

5. J'ignore les raisons qUi ont fait ('hangc~ Ie mode de convocation des 
assemblee" pour I'election des marguilliers et pour Ia redd;, :,)[J des comp
le~ de la Fab;·iqu,:. Ce chang~mellt a dll avoir lieu dans Ie temps ou les 
parois,iens ont cesse C:.: pre;rdre part au,. affaires de Fabrique. 

6. Je n'ai lT0l1 a l'election de marguilliers que les votes de~ marguil
lier. anciens el nouveaux. 

7. Je n'di COllVOqlle aux assemblees de Fabrique que les marguilliers 
anciens et nouvpallx. 

8. II n'est pas d'usage dIns cette paroisse d'appeler les notables aux 
assemblecs de Fabrique. 

9. Je ne puis dOllllcr d'informations au Camite sur sa question nom
bre neuf. 

10. Je n'a; point connaimlllce que des ;Jaroissiens ou des proptietair~s 
dans ma jlJrUi3Se se soient plaints d'etre excllls des assemblees de Fabn
que, ni que des deci,ion~ de cnors soient intervenlles sur ~e slljet •. 

J I •• Ie suis sensible a In. politesse que Ie Co mite veut bIen me fa:re par 
sa onzieme qllesti<)n. Je ne puis donner J'opinion sur cEtt.e .questlon. 

I:!. Dans Ie cas Ou les habitans notable, devraient partlclpei aux as
sernblt"es 0" Fabrique, ie pen~e q'.l·on pourrait appeler de ce nom tOllS Ies 
pNprietali ,,5. 

ED. CREVIER, Plre. 
Cure de St. Luc. 

St. Luc, ler Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de lao Malbaie. 

Les ;~rsonnes dans rna paroisse qui prennent ~a~t aux deliberation~ 
des assemblees de Fabrique sont MM. lea margu1l11~n II,!Clens et noU 



fication of a Fabl'iqne meeting is only made for them, and 1 have !lever 
beard any thing said against this custom, either here, Qr at the Isle of 
Coudres where I have officiated. 

p~ DUGUAY, Priest, 
Curate of St. Etienne de la Malbaie. 

Malbaie, 7th March, 1831. 

Parish of St. Marie de Mon1Wir. 

1. Yel, they are all admitted. 
2. In 1817. 
S. No. 
4. No. 
5. No. 
6. No. 
7. According to custom; 
8. In virtue of the order of my Lord the Bishop. 
9. Ditto ditto ditto. 
10. I don't know. 
11. IL is very difficult when there is a general meeting, to please both 

aides. 
12. All the landholders. 

P. ROBITAILLE, Priest. 

I should think that the answers of the Bishop of Quebec should suf. 
fice. 

Ste. Marie de MQnnoir. 23d February, 1831. 

., 

Same Parish qf Ste. Marie de Monnoir. 

1. Were you Curate at Ste. M,.rie de Monnoir? in what year and for 
bow long ?'~ Yes"";Jilll::E: the 201h gf Noverober,18~H, until the month 
of Auguu, 1'830. 



27'1: 

1'eaUlt seuls. L'a.ver~i~9~men.t pour une assemblee de Fabrique ne se fait 
qne pou~ ell~~ et Je n al Jamals entendu dire qll'on ait eontredit contre eet 
usage lei, DI a l'Ile aux Coudres, ou rai desservi. 

Malbaie, 7 Mars 1831. 

P. DUGUAY, Ptre. 
Cure de St. Etienne de la Malbaie. 

Paroisse de Sie. Marie de lIfonnoir. 

1. Oui, ils sont tous admis. 
2. En 1817. 
3. Non. 
4. Non. 
5. Non. 
6· Non. 
7. Ruivant Ja coutume. 
8. D'apres I 'ordre de Monseigneur l'Ev~que. 
9. Dito dlto ditoo 
10. J'ignoTt'. 
11. 11 est tres·-.:lifficile lorsqu'il y a nne assemblee generale de pouvoir 

,~ussir it contenter les deux pal tis. 
12. Tous Ies proprietaires. 

P. ROBITAILLE, Plre. 

Je penserais que I~s reponses de l'Eveque de Que!Jee snffiraient. 

Ste. Marie de Monnoir, 23 Fevrier 1831. 

Meme Paroisse de Ste. Marie de Monnoz·r. 

1. Avez-volls ete C'l:C a Ste. Marie de Monnoir? en queUe annce et 
co:nbien de temps ?-Oui, de-puis Ie 20 NQvembre 1814-, jusqu'au- mois 
d'aout 1830. 
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2. When you arrived at St. Marie de Monnoir, what was the mode 
of convoking the meetings for the election of the new Margllilliers, and 
for the rendering of the accounts of the Marguilliers ?-When I came to 
this Parish, the custom was to call to these meetings, as well for the ap· 
pointment of Margllilliers, as fol' the rendering of accounts, the old and 
new Marguilliers and the Parishioners. 

3. From the fil'st year of your residence as Cure in the said Parish of 
Stet Marie de Monnoir, who were the persons whom you called to the 
meetings for the election of a new Marguillier, and for the telldering of 
accounts ?-I followed the then usage during three years for the elec
tions of Marguilliers alone, and as 10 the rendering of acccunts, the old 
and new Marguilli~rs alone were called. 

4. For how many years did you call to the ~aid mef'lings ,l-e Notable 
of the said Parish of Stet Ma~ie, and whal NOlables ?-After those tlltes 
years, that is to say, since 1816, I never called the Parishioners to ei;her 
the one or the other kind of these meetings, and I knew of no distinction 
of Notables among the Parishioners . 

• 5. In what year, and in consequence of what order did you cease from 
calling the Notables to the said meetillgs ?-As I have st3ted abot'e, I 
never called the Parishioners to the meetings for the rendering of ac. 
counts, and I discontinued calling them to the elections of th~ Marguil. 
liers in ] 817, under the order of His Grandeur, my Lord B:sh:Jp de 
Saldes, who, in his pastoral visitation ordained that" thenceforward the 
elections of Marguilliers should be made by the old and new Marguil
Jiers alone, in order to avoid abusp.s, cabalg," &c. 

6. When you discontillued calling the Notables to those meetings did 
you hear many complaints and murmurs among a large number of Parish
ioners I-Four or five years afterwards, and in these latter times, I have 
heard some hot·headed people among the Parishioners murmur about 
it. 

7. Was it not required from you, or from the MuguiIlier in office, 
to call the Notables to the said meetings ?-In the year 1829, the Mar
guillier in office was required to do so, but refused in virtue of the ex. 
press prohibition of His Grandeur, my Lord Bishop of Telmesse. 

J. B. LAW S, Priest. 
Three Rivers, 26th Feby. 1831. 

Parislt of St. Marie, Nouvelle-Beauce. 

It is a custom constantly followed in the Parish of Stet Marie in 
Nouvelle.:8eauce to proceed to the election of a Marguillier alld to the 



2. A vette ar~ivee ~ Ste. 1!~rie. de Monr:eir, quel ~tait l'usage de 
con~o~ller les assemblees pour I. e!ectlOll ~es no~veallx Marguilliers et la 
redd\tlOll des comptes du margllllher ?-L usage a mon arrivee dans Celie 
paroisse etait d'appeler aces assemble"s, tant -our les nominations ,~e 
marguilliers que pJur les reddition. des cowotes des anciens et nouveaux 
marguilliers et les paroissiens. • 

3. Des la premiertl annee de votre residence comme cure dans la dite 
Paroisse de Ste. Marie de Monnoir, queUes personnes avez·vous appeh:es 
aux: assemblees pour l'election d'un nouveau marguillier et pour la red
ditio[1 des comptes ?-J'ai sui vi l'us3ge d'alors pendant trois ans, pour 
les elections de marguilliers sedement ; et pour les redditions de comp
tes, les anciens et nouveaux rnarguilliers seulcment y etaient appeles. 

4. Penlhr,t c,)mbien d'aullees avez·vous appele aux susdites assem
blees les r:otablcs de la dite Paroisse Ste. Marie, et quels notables ?_ 
Apres I'expiration ge ces trois annees, c'est.a·dire, depuis 1816, je n'ai 
jarnais appele les paroissiens ni a l'une ni a l'autre espece de ces assem
b.lees, et je ne connaissais aucune distinction de notables entre les parois
slens. 

5. Dans quelle annee et par que! ordre avez·vous cesse d'appeler les 
Ilotubles aux: susdires as'embIees ?-Tel que ci-dessu3 explique, je n'ai 
jarnais appele Ie:; par,' -,,,en, aux assemblees pour redditions de comptes, 
et j'ai discont inue de ies y appeler aux: elections de marguilliers en l'an
nee 1817, par ordre de Sa G~andeur Mon~eigneur de Saldes, qui dans 
sa fishe pastol'ale avait ordonne que" desormais les elections de mar
" guilliers se feralent par les seuls marguilliers ailcie .. s et nouveaux:, pour 
" obvier aux abus, cabalef, etc." 

6. L'1rsque vous avez cesse d'appeler Ies notables aux dites assern
blees, avez,vOl1S enlendu p!ueleurs plaintes et murmures d'un grand nom
bre de parois6iens ?-Quatle ou cinq ans aPleS, et ces denlleresanr;ees 
j'ai enlendu murmurer quelques esprits ehauds d'entre les parolsslens. 

7. N'avez-vous pas ete requis, ou Ie margui\li~ren charge, d'appe!e: 
aux susdites assemblees Ies notables ?-Le margUllher en charge en a ete 
requis en I'annee 18i9, et s'y est refuse, d'apres la defense expresse de 
Sa Grandeur Monseigneur de Telmesse. 

J. B. LAJUS, Plre. 

Trois-Rivieres, 26 Fevrier 1881· 

Paroisse de Ste. Marie, Nouvelle-Beauce. 

C'est nne coutume constammeilt sui vie dans la Paroisse Ste. Marie, 
dans la Nl.)uvelle-Beauce, de pl'oceder a I'election d'un marguillier et a 



rendering of accounts, in a meeting of both old and new Marguilliers, 
convened at the sound of the bell for that purpose in the Sacristy of the 
Parish. As to your twelfth question, the Parish of Ste. Marie having 
always been content with its mode of meeting. I can no way.s venture to 
designate who ought to be such Notables, in case any be admitted. 

Ste. Marie, Nouvelle·Beauce, 
24<th February, 1831. 

VILLADE, Priest. 

Parish of St. Martin. 

1. The Marguilliers alone are the persons who take part in the deli· 
berations of the Fabrique meetings in my Parish. 

2. This custom has been establtshed since the erection of this Parish, 
that is to say for fifty-six years, without there having been any change. 
These two answers will dispense with my replying to the tid. 4.h,5th, 
6th and 8th questions. seeing my Parish has been only fifty six years 
in existence, and that, as I have just said, the Marguilliers alone have 
taken pal t in the Fabrique deliberations in my Parish, and have always 
solely been convoked. 

7. The terms are these :-" The old and new Marguilliers are re. 
quested to meet at the Presbytery at the close of Grand Mass, to pro. 
ceed, for instance, to the election of a new Marguillier." &c. 

9. I have had the cure of the Parish of St. Chat les, on the River 
Ch;lmbly, and that of Terrebonne, and I found there the custom esta. 
blished of calling on none but the old and new Marguilliers, for the 
election of Marguilliers, or for any otber matter, and I followed it during 
the time that I officiated at those Parishes. 

10. The invariable cu~tom in my Parish to admit none but the Mar. 
guilliers alone to the Fabrique meetings, has never been disturbed by 
any complaint, o~ proceeding on that subject; nor have the Courts had 
any occasion to glVl~ any decision -in thlit respect as concerns my Parish. 

11. My opinion is not to allow of the participation of the Notable
Inhabitants in the Fabrique meetings; because peace now prevaiis in the 
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la reddition des comptes, dans une asse nblee tant des anciens d 
OlIO , " que es 

nouveaux margul lers, convoquee a eet elfet au son de la cl h d 
I S

o. d J' ' oc e, ans 
a aCl"Istle e a p.arolsse. Quant a votre douzieme questiJn, la Pa-
rOlsse de Ste. Marte ayant toujours ete satisfaite de son mode d'a" _ 
hI ' ., 'I ' . ,sem 

ce, Je nose nc. erne':t deSigner qllelS devraient eIre ces notables dans Ie 
cas ou on en admettralt quelques-uns. 

Ste. Marie, NouvelJe-Beaucp_ 
24 Fevrier 1831. 

VILLADE, Ptre. 

Paroisse de St. Martin . 

. 1. Les seuls rnarguilliers sont les personnes qui prennent pal t aux de
liberations des assemblecs de Fabriqlle dans rna paroisse. 

2. Cet usage est etabli depuis l'erection de celIe paroisse, c'estoa-dire, 
deplIis 56 ans, sans qu'il y ait eu allcuo changernent. Ces deux repon
ses me dispenseol de n§potldre a la 3e. 4e, 5~, 6e et 8e question, VlI que 
rna paroisse n'existe que depuis 56 ans, et que, cornrne je viens de Ie dire, 
les seuls rnarguilliers ont pris part aux deliberations de Fabrique dans rna 
paroisse, el ont toujours ete lea seuls convoques. 

7. Ces termes sont ceux-ei: "Lea marguilliers anciens et nouveaux 
sont pries de s'assernbJer au Presbytere, a I'issue de la Grand' Messe, 
pour proceder, par ex empIe, a I'eleclion d'un nouveau rnarguillier," 
elc. 

9. I'ai desservi la Paroisse de St. Charles, dans la Riviere Charnbly, 
et celIe de Terrebonne, et j'y ai orouve erabli l'usage de n'appeler que 
les. marO"uillier,; anciens et nouveaux pour l'eIeclion des marglllIlters et 
pour to:te autre affaire, et je l'ai SlIivi pendant Ie temps que j'ai desservi 
Ies dites paroisses. 

10. L'usage constant de rna paroisse de n'adrnettre aux assernblee~ de 
Fabrique que les seuls rnarguilliers, n'a ere tr~ublf p~r 2tUCUlle plal~te 
IIi demarche a cet egard ; et les cours Il'ont eu nen a deslcer bur ce sUJes 

pour rna paroisse. .... 
] 1. Mon ocinion est de ne point admettre la participation des habl-

t.ans notables a~x. assemblees de Fabrique, parce <lue Ja pail!. regne dalls 
2M 



Fabrique meetings to which none but the Marguilliers are admitted, 
whilst, on the contrary, in those to which the local inhabitants are ad
mitted, facts speak for them,elves, and shew that a great deal of party, 
caballing, intrigues, and disputes, prevail there. 

12. In pursuance of the opinion above mentioned it appears to me 
that [ need not attempt the creation of any Notables. 

ML. BRUNET, Priest. 
St. Martin, 7th March, 1831. 

Parish of Maskinonge. 

1. None but the old and new Marguilliers take part in the delibera
tions cf the Fabrique meetings in my Parish. 

2. It appears that this custom has prevailed for a long time: the 
Registers, which date from 1783, make no mention of any but of old 
and new Marguilliers. 

3. There are no documents in the archives of this Parish which can 
give me any information before the Cession of Canada to Great Britain. 

4. They have never attended. 
5. See the first allswer. 
6. I never received at the election of Marguilliel's any other votes than 

those of the old and new Marguilliers. 
7. I convoke the meetings, when all the ,Inhabitants are required to be 

called together, thus :-" All the heads of families are requested to meet 
at the Sacristy at the close of Mass." If it is for the election of a Mar
guillier, or for the rendering of accounts, I say :-" 1fessieurs the old 
and new Marguilliers are request~d to meet at the Sacristy at the close 
of Mass for the election of a new Marguillier, m' for the rendering of the 
accounts of such a one," &c. ' 

8. I have on extraordinary occasions called together all the Parish
ioners; bu~ never for the election of Marguilliers or for the rendering of 
accounts. 

9. I have nothing to answer to this question. 
10. I have never known that any of my Parishioners has complained of 

being excluded from the Fabrique meetings, or has ever taken any steps 
in. that respect: on the contrary there are some who are very little pleased 
WIth the behaVIOur of the pretended Notables of Three Rivers, and wish 
for Ihe sake of peace to preserye their own customs. ' 
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les assemblees de Fabrique, auxquelles on n'admet que les seuls mal" 
guiIliers" et qu'au ,contraite, dans celles aUhquelIes on admet les habi-
tal,ls du heu, les faIts padent et disent qU'II 5' b 
h d b

y rencontre eaucoup de 
ngues, e ca ales, d'intrigues et dt: troubles, 

12. En c,onsequell~e?e l'opinion susdite, iI me semble que J'e suis 
exempt de falre une creatIOn de nOlable&. 

St. Martin, 7 Mars 1381 ~ 
ML. BRUNET, Ptre, 

Paroisse de Maskinonge. 

1. II n'y a que les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers qui prennent part 
aux deliberations des asscmblees de Fabrique dans rna paroisse. 

'2. II parah que cet usage existe depuis long-temps, les regitres qui 
datent depuis 1783 ne font mention que d'anciens et nouveaux margUl!
liers. 

s. II n'ya aucuns documens dans les archives de cette paroisse qui 
puissent me donner aucull renseignement avant la cessioll du pays a la 
Grande.Bretagnc. 

4. Ils n'y ont jamais assiste. 
5, Voyez la premiere I'eponse. 
6. Je n'aijamais re<;u aux elections de marguillicrs d'autres votes que 

ceux des anciens et nouveaux marguilliers. 
7. Je convoque ainsi les assemblees, lorsqu'il s'agit d'assernbler to us 

les habitans: Tous les chefs de familIes sont pries de s'assembler a la Sa
cristie it l'issue de la lVIesse. Si c'est pour election de rnarguilliers ou 
pour la reddition des comptes d'iceux,je dis: "Messieurs les marguilliers 
anciens et nouveaux sont pries de s'assembler it la Sacristie, a l'is8ue de 
la Messe, pour l'election d'un nouveau margllillier, ou pour la reddition 
des comptes d'un tel," etc. 

S. J'ai appele tous les paroissiens dans des cas extraordinaires; mais 
jamais pour election de marguiltiers ni reddition de compte. 

9. Je n'ai rien it repondre a cette question. 
10. Je n'ai jamais eu connaissance qu'aucun de mes paroissiens se soit 

plaint d'etre exclu des assemblees ordlllaire& de Fabrique, et ait jamais 
adopte aucunes demarches a cet egard ; all contraire, iI y en a qui sont 
tres.peu edifit!s de !a conduite des pretendus notables des Trois' Rivieres, 
et dieirent pour Ie bien de la pai" conserver leurs usages. 
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II. It would be disturbing the peace which reigns in our meetings if 
all the inhabitants were admitted, excepting on extraordinary occasions, 
fo:' what would be the use of calling upon all the inhabitants of a Parish 
to t:lanage an income of about 2,400 livres a year. It appears to me that 
it would be far more prudent to leave matters as they are, than to risk 
dioturbing the peace and quietness which prevail in our meetings; and 
perhaps, at a future time, we might be compelled to suppress these 
meetings, which will always be tumuJ.tu'lus, as has been the case in cer
tain Parishes in F-~'1ce. 

19.. Th;s mattel is very difficult to decide. Yet I think there might 
be admitted, ~;,e Counc,llors of the Uppe;' House, the Members of the 
Lower House, the Seigneurs, the Magistrates, and the Officers of the 
Staff. As for the Farmers, the thing appears to me to be very difficult. 

Ls. MARCOUX, Priest. 
Maskinonge, 3d Marcb, 1831. 

Parish of Sf. Mathias. 

1. All the Notables are admitted. 
2. Since 1817. 
3. I don't know: 
4. In pursuance of the order of my Lord the Bishop. 
5. I do not know of any cbange. 
6. No. 
7. According to the usual custom. 
8. In pursuance of the orders of my Lord the Bishop. 
9. No. 
10. No. 
1'1. I am. ~f opinion that the meeting ougbt to consist of tbe old and 

new Margllllhers alone; for a meeting of all the Parishioners can not 
but create difficnlties, and retard t}e,affairs of the Fabrique. 

12. They migbt aU be admitted, that is to say all the landholders of 
the Parish. 

St. Mathias, 24th Feby. 1831. 

P. CONSIGNY, Priest, 

Curate of St. Matbias. 
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II, C;e serait trouble~ la paix: qui, regne dans nos assemblees, si on y 
admettalt taus les halJltans, exccpte les cas extraordinaires ; car queUe 
necessite d'appelcr taus les habilans d'llne paroisse pOUT regir un revenu 
d'envirvn 2,400 livres par annee ? II me semble qu'il serait bien plus 
prudent de laisser les chases ou clles en sont, que de s'exposer it troUbler 
la tranquillite qui regne dans nos a~~rmblees; peut-etre par la suite on se 
trouvera force de sllpprimer ces assemblees, qlli seront tOlljours tumultu
euses, comme il est arrive en certaines paroisscs en France. 

12. La chose est bien difficile a determiner; cependant je pense qll'on 
pourrait admettre comme notables les conseillers de la Cbambre Haute, 
les membres de la Chambre Basse, les seigI'Cl1!'., ie, magi~trats et les 
officiers de l'etat-major. Quant aux: cultivate~lrs k:hose me parait tres
difficile. 

Ls. MARCOUX, Ptre. 
Maskinonge, 3 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Mathias. 

1. Tous les notables y sont admis. 
2. Depllis 1817. 
3. Je l'ignore. 
4. D'apres les ordres de Monseigneur l'Evl!qlle. 
5. J'ignore ce changement. 
6. Non. 
7. Suivant la coutume pratiquee. 
8. D'apres les ordres de Monseigneur l'Ev&que. 
9; Non. 
10. Non. 
II. Je suis d'opinion que l'assemblee doit &tre composee d'anciens et 

de nouveaux: marguilliers seulement, car l'assemblee de tous les parois
siens ne pourrait que creer des difficultes, et retarder les affaires de Fa
brique. 

12. lis pourront tous &tre admis, c'est·a-dire, taus proprietaires de 
la paroisse. 

P. CONSIGNY, Ptre. 

Cure de St. Mathias. 
St. Mathias, 24 Fevrier 1831. 
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Parish of St. Michel. 

Many of these questions are replied to by a single answer, as you will 
easily perceive. 

1. The old and new Marguilliers, together with the Notables. 
2. This is what I do not know. 
3. I do not know that any minutes of the election of Marguilliers 

were made before 1788. Excepting that election, which was made by 
the Marguilliers atone, the Notables have been since admitted to the sub. 
sequent elections. At the rendering of accounts the C.U5tom has varied 
with regard to the admission of the Notablesbefore 1759. 

4. 
5. 
6. I have already partly replied to this que~tion ; r will only add that 

I do not count the number of voters. 
7. My first answer includes an answer to this question. 
8. No. 
9. No; St. Michel being my first cure. 
10. No. 
r 1. 12. I have so high an opinion of the intdligence of the gentlemen 

of the Committef', and of the wisdom of the House of As'embly, in a 
matter of such delicacy, that I think I should be wanting in due respect 
to them, if I. were to state my private opinion upon these two questions. 

N. CFORTIER, Priest. 
St. Michel, 5th March, 1831. 

Parish of St. Michel d' Yamaska. 

• 1. The. old a.nd new Marguilliers are th~ only persons who take part 
10 the dehberatlOns of the Fabnque meetings; the Notables are not ad
mitted. 

2. This custom has been always followed in this Parish. 
3. T~e Records of thi~ Fabrique do not furnish any co.ntrary docu

ments, either before or after the Cession of Canada to Great Britain. 
11-•• The Notable Inhabitants have never made part of the Fabrique 

meetIngs. . 

6. I never received at the election of Marguilliers, the votes of any 
other persons than those of the old and new Marguilliers. 
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Paroisse de St. MieTtel. 

Plusieurs de ces questions se trouvent resolues dans une seule repoIi,;e. 
comme vous Ie verrez facilement. 

1. Les marguilliers andens et nouveaux avec les notables. 
2. C'est ce que je ne sais pas. 
3. Je ne sache pas qu'avant 1788, on ait fait d'actes d'election de 

marguillier. Si 1'on en excepte cette election faile par lea marguilliers 
sculs, I~~ notab:es ont ete admis depuis aux elections subsequentes. A 
Ia reddltlOn des comptes, l'usage a varie sur l'admission des notables, 
avant 1759. 

4. 
5. 
6. J'ai deja repondu en partie a cette question ; j'ajouterai seulement 

que je ne compte pas Ie nombre des voteurs. 
7. Ma premiere reponse renferme la reponse a cette question. 
8. Non. 
9. Non; Saint-:tv;::chd elant ma premiere cure. 
10. Non. 
II. et 12. J'ai une si haute opinion des lumieres de MM. du comite et de 

la prudence de la Chambre d' Assemblee duns une matiere al1ssi delicate, 
ql1" je croirais leur manquer, si j'osais leur ~ommuniquer mon opinion 
illdividuelle sur ces deux questions. 

N. C. FORTIER, Ptre. 
St. Michel, 5 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de St. MicTtel d' YCl1naska. 

1. Les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers sont les seules personnes qui 
prennent part aux deliberations des assemblees de Fabrique; les nota. 
bles n'y sont pas admis. 

2. eet usage a toujours ete suivi dans cette paroisse. 
3. Les regitres de cette Fabrique ne me donnent aucuns docllmens du 

contraire, a~ 'et depuis 1.1 cession du pays it la Grande-Brelagne. 
4. Les habitans notables o'ont jamais fait partie des assembU:es de 

Fabrique. 
6. Je n'ai jamais re~u a \'eJ(!ction de marg~il1iers les votes d'autrea per-

8 annes que des anciens et nouveaux margullhers. 
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7. 'fhe terms for the convocation of the Fabrique meetings are:
" The old and new Marguilliers are requested to meet at the close of 
Mass, at such a place, for the election of a new Marguillier, or for the 
rendering of accounts, or ," &c. 

9. The same custom was established ana followed in the other Parishes 
and Missions where I have previously officiated. 

10. The Parishioners or the Landholders have never complained of 
being excluded from the Fabrique meetings, nor have taken any other 
steps in that respect. 

11. l~. My opinion as to the participation of the Notable Inhabi
tants ill the Fabriqu", meetings, is that that would perhaps be very in. 
jurious to the quietude of them, as the more numerous meetings are, the 
more tumultuous they are; and considering also that I look upon the 
old and new Marguilliers as a Corporation sufficiently competent to 
manage the affairs of the Fabrique wisely and prudently, never having 
heard ;!n:' complaints on that snbject in the Parishes and Missions where 
I have otriciated. 

AL. LECLERC, Priest. 
St. Michel d'Yamaska, 22d February, 1831. 

Seminary if Montreal. 

1. According to the Fabrique records, the old and new Marguilliers 
alone are admitted to the Fabnque meetings of the Parish of Montreal. 

2. From the first settlement of the Colony without any change what-
soever. 

3. The same as now. 
4. 5. An answer is given above. 
6. Never. 
7. The form customarily followed, and read at the sermon, before each 

meeting is ;_H Messieurs the old and new Marguilliers ale requested to 
meet this evening after Vespers, at the sound of the bell in the Hall of 
the Seminary, for deliberating upon the concerns of the Fabrique, or for 
the election of a MargUillier, or tor the rendering of accounts of Mr. N." 

8. The Notables have never been called in. 
9. None amongst us has officiated elsewhere, 
10. We have no knowledge of any complaint, nor of any judgment. 
U, 12. The opinion of a Prieet mUbt be that of the Episcopal Au. 



';. Les . termcs de b c.onvocation des aRsemblees de Fabriqllc, Bont: 
" Les ancIens et nouveault marguilliers sont pries tie s'assL!mblcr it I'lSSue 
d,:: la Messe it (telle place) pour 1'6lection d'unllouveau marguillier, all. 
une reddition de comples, all," etc. 

9. I,e m~me usage etait 6tabli et suivi dans les autres paroisses ct miB
sions que j'ai auparavant desservies. 

10. Les paroissiens ou propri6tr.ires ne se sont jamais plaints d' et re 
exclus des assemblees de Fabriques, et Il'ont adopte allcuncs dernarcfies 
it cet egard. 

11. et 12. Man opini.on sur la participation des habitans notables ault 
assemblees de Fabrique est, que ce1a pourrait peut-etre bien nuire a la 
tranquillite, car plus les assemblees sont nombreuses plus elles sont tu
multueuses; et vu anssi que je considere les anciens et nouveaux mar
guilliers comme une corporation a.sez competence pour regi. avec sagesse 
et prudence les affa res de Fabriques, n'ayant jamais entendu de plainte& 
it ce sujet dans les paroisses et missions que j'ai dessorvies. 

AL. LECLERC, Plre. 
St. Michel d'Yamaska, 22 Fevrier 1831. 

Seminaire de :Montreal. 

1. D'apres les regltres ces a ssembIees de Fabriqu~, les seu!s marguil~ 
liers anciens et nouveaux sont admis aux aesemblees de Fablique de la 
Paroisse de Montreal. 

2. Depuis Ie commencement de Ja colonie, sans~ changement quelcon .. 
que. 

3. Le me me qU'aujourd'hui. 
4. et 5. La reponse est donnee plus haut. 
6. Jamais. 
7. La formu!e habituellement suivie, et Ine au prone, avant chaque 

assemblee. est : "MM. les marguilliers, anciens et nouveaux, sont pries 
d~ s'assembler, ce suir apres Vepl·eS, au son de la cloche, dan& la salle 
du Scminaire (ou) pour deliberer sur les affaires de la Fabrique (ou) pour 
Pelection d'un marguillier (au) pour la reddition des comptes de Mon. 
sieur N. 

8. Les notables n'out jamais elC appeles. 
9. Aucnn d'elltre nous n'en a desservi. 
10 Nons n'avons connaissance d'aucune plainte. ni decision. . n: et 12. L'opinion d'un pretre cst celIe de l'autorite episcopale, a 

2N 
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thority to which he is subservient. and to which it so essentially belongs 
to regulate the discipiine of the Diocese. Besides the Honourable 
Committee is too enlightened not to have already calculated ~pOII the 
results which would proceed from any change in customs so selldly esta· 
blished, and so cOllstantly observed. 

QUIBLTER, Priest, Vice.Supr. 
Seminary ofMontreaJ, 

24th Feby. 1831. 

Parish of Neuville, Pointe aux Trembles. 

I have already sellt to His Lordship (the Bishop,) the statements you 
require. 

1. The Marguilliers. 
2. Defore my time, and for thirty seven years that I have been Curate 

here •. 
3. Old people have told me the Marguilliers. 
4. Never the Notables to my knowledge. 
5. Consequently there has been no change, 
6. From the Marguilliers alone. .. The old and new Marguilliers are 

requested to meet at the Presbytery, at the sound of the bell, to elect a 
new Marguillier, or to receive the accownts-ofhim who goes out of office. 
There are so many living persons who are all Notables that it is seldom 
that there is more than a fourth of them. 

7. At the Parochial Mass. 
8. Answered above. 
9. The answers are given above. 
10. I have never heard any complaints in this respect: 
11. There are so many Marguilliers alive that they do not all come, 

except on extraordinary occasions. 
12. The Notables are Marguilliers in their turn. 

Neuville, 27th February, 1831. 
coeR. VAL, Priest. 
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l~quelle il Ilppartient si essentiellement de r~gler la discipline de eon dio
c:~e. D'~llleur~, I'Honor,able .Comite est trop eclaire pour ne pas avoir 
deja calcule les resultats qu auralt tout changement dans des usages si 80-

lidement etablis et si constamment observes. 

Seminaire de Montreal, 
24 Fevrier 1831. 

QUIBLIER, Ptre., Vice· Superieur. 

Paroisse de Neuville, Pointe aux Tremble. 

J'ai deja envoye a Monseigneur la solution que vous me demandez. 

1- Lea marguilliers. 
2. Avant mJi, et depuis trente·sept ans que je suis cure ici. 

S. Lea marguilliers m'ont dit les anciens. 
4. Jamais les notables a rna connaissancc. 
5. Par consequent il n'y a pas eu de changemcnt. 
6. Des marguilliers seulement. "Lei marguilliers ancit'DS et noll. 

veaUK sont pries de a'assembler au Presbytere au son de la cloche. pour 
elire un nouveau marguillier, ou, pour recevoir lee coruptes de celui qui 
80rt de chargp /' II y en a tant de vivans qui sont tous des notables qu'il 
en vient rarement plua du quart . 

7 A la Messe de Paroisse. 8: Repondu ci·des8u8. 
9. Lea reponses sont donnees ci·dessus. 
10. J amais je n'ai entendu de plaintes 11 eet egard. 
] 1. II ya tant de marguilliers vivans qu'ils n Iy viennent tous que dans 

des C<l8 extl'aordinaires. 
12. Lea notables sont marguilliera it tour de role. 

COURVAL, Plre. 
NeuviIle, 27 Fevrier 1831. 



Parish of St. Nicolas. 
l. The old and new'Marguilliers alone are called in the IhreePar~il{,IJ' 

which are ent! usted to my care, St. Nicolas, St. Gilles and St. Sylvestre: 
the Notables are not admitted. 

2. This custom of not calling together the Inhabitants in general, 
seems to me to have been established here since 1726, according to the 
books of accounts, although, from time to time, we read of the Cures 
having 50metimes, called on the Inhabitants, or Principals, or Witnesses, 
01' Notables along with the Marguilliers, yet rarely, as will presently be 
seen, There has not been any effectual changes in this respect; the same 
\Jures sometimes calling the Marguillieres alone, and at other times the 
Marguilliers along with the Inhabitants, or Principals, or Witnesses, 
or Notables. I find nothing of record relative to the elections of Mar. 
gnilliel's until after the Ordinance of my Lord Bishop Plessis in 1810, 
IJor IIny thing as to the Fabrique deliberations, but in 1799, and on those 
two cases, since those years, the Marguilliers have alone been constantly 
called, excepting fOTlwo electionll of Marguilliers in 1821 and 18<22, by 
the then Curate who called the Notables along with the Marguilliers for 
that purpose only; there were other meetings whither they were not 
called. Yet I think that the former were only called on for form's sake. 
All the Marguilliers and the Parishioners agree in saying that the Inha
bitants as such, never assisted at the Fabrique deliberations, eyen 1!Up. 
posing them to have been convened. Hert' follow the years, when, in 
the Fabrique books, for the rendering of accounts alone, I find that the 
inhabitants were summoned, viz :-1723, 1727, 1731, 1739, 1740, 
1741,1742,1743,1744, 171,5, 1746,1747, 1751,1752, 1753, 1754, 
]755,1766, 1768,1769,1770, 1771, 1779, 1780, 1781,1786,1791, 
and the following years until 1795. These are the thirty one years in 
which I find it mentioned in the books of accounts that the Inhabitants 
were -.:alled on, and even in one meeting, in 1727, Marguilliers are not 
spoken of. During those thirty one years there were only thirty one 
meetings. The years intervening between the above were those in which 
the Marguilliers alone were called and admitted. For more than seventy 
years, beginning in 1726 until 1830, there are more than one hundred 
meetings, in which the inhabitants were not admitted either as Notables 
or Witnesses, or Princ~~~ls, ~ut only as Marguilliers. There are persons 
here who were MargUll.le.rs 10 1782, and following years, whom I have 
as~ed, and who a,1\ agr~e III saying that the inhabitants iu general never 
assIsted at the deliberatIOns of the Fabrique, 

3,. Th~ usual cust.om, as has been before said, Was not to calJ upon 
the IIIpab!tants ;. whIch regards the rendering of accounts alone. 'The 
first election whIch I find written down, was.not till 1811 . the Mar
guilli~rs were alone called to it. 'fhe explanation given at ;he second 
~uestJon, must serve for an answer both as to before and after the Ccs
lllon of Capada to England. 
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Paroisse de St. Nicolas. 
1. Les marguilliet'g sculs, anciens et nouve"ux, sont demandc, dans les 

trois paroisses commise~ a mes ~oiqs, Saint, Nicolas, Saint ,Gilles et 
Saint-Sylvcstre ; les notables n'y sont pas admis. 

,~', Cet ~sage de ne, pas, appele~ les habitans en general me parah cta
blilel depuis 1726, d apres les lIvres de comptes, quoiqu'on y lise de 
fois a. autre que des cures ant invite qllelqlle fois les habitans, ou princi
paux ou temoins ou notables avec les marguilliers, mais rarement, comme 
on Ie verra tout a l'heure. II n'ya eu a cet egard aucuns changemens 
cffeetifs, les memes cures demandant quelque fois les marguilliers seuls, 
et d'autres fois les marguilliers avec les .habitans, 011 prineipaux ou te
moins ou notables. Je n'ai rien trouvc d'eerit relativement aux elec
tions des marguilliers qu'apres I'Ordonnanee de Monseigneur Plessis, 
en 1810, ni rien des deliberations de la Fabrique qu'en 1799, et dans 
ees deux cas, depuis ces annees, les marguilliers seuls ont etc constam
ment appeles, exeepte poor deux elections de marguilliers en 1821 et 
-1822, par-Ie cure d'alors qui appela les notables avec les margllilliers 
pour cet objet seulement; il y eut d'autres assemblees ou ils ne furent 
pas appeles. Je crois cependant que les premier. n'y ctaient appelcs que 
pour la forme. Tous les ruarguiHiers et les paroissiens s'liccordent a 
dire que jamais les habitans, comme tels, Ollt assiste aux deliberation, 
de la Fabrique, en supposant m~me qu'ils auraient ete convoques. Voici 
les annees ou dans les livres de la Fabriqlle pour reddition de comptes 
6eulement, je trouve que les habitans ont ete demandes : I i23, 1727, 
17;31, 1739, 1740, 1741, 1742, 17403, 1744, 1745, 1746, 1747, 
1751, 1752, 1753, 1754, 1755, 1766, 1768, 1769,1770, ]771, 
1779, 17RO, 1781, 1786, 1791, et Ies Buivantesjusqu'en 1795. Tela 
sont lea 31 ans ou j'ai trouve qu'il etait mentionnc sur les livres de 
comptes que ies habitans avaient ete appeles, et meme dans une 2sserrr
bIee, en 1727, on ne parle Fas de marguilliers. II n'y a eu pendant ees 
:3 tans que 81 assemblces. Les annces d'intervalle entre ces nombres 
SOllt celles ou le& marguilliers seuls ont ete demandes et admis. Pen
dant plus de 70 ans, en commen<;ant en 1726 jusq'I'en 1830, iI y a ell 
plus de 100 assembl6es, ou leshabitans ou comme notables ou temoins 
ou principaux n'ont pas ete admis, excepte que comme marguilIiers. II 
y a des marg~i!li,ers ici de 1782 ~t suivant:s 5ue rai C?nSll~tes, ,et, tous 
ll'accordent a dire que les habltans en general n ont pmaIS aSSISte aUK 
deliberations de la Fabriqut:. 

3. L'usag;e gcneral, comme il est d~t, ci-dessus, etait de ne pas ap
peler les habitans : ceei regarde la reddltlon des compte~ seulement. La 
premiere election que je trouve eerite n'est qu'en 1811 ; les, margllilliers 
seuls y fment appeles. L'exposition a la seconde doit serm' de repollse 
pour avant et pour deptliti la cession du Canadil a l' AngIctcrre. 



4. I should believe that in general neither Messieurs the Cures, nor 
Meesieurs the Marguilliers, nor even the Inhabitants tbemselves consider 
the presence of the last mentioned at the meetings as necessary. Hence 
we see the 6ame Cures and MarguiIliers sometimes calling upon the inha
bitants, and sometimes leaving them alone. 

5. The alterations I have mentioned are only owing I think to chance 
rather than to any thing else; the Cures and the Marguilliers not havIng 
looked upon the presence of the inhabitants as necessary, I have per. 
ceived nothing wherefrom to ascribe those changes to the irregular modes 
of convocation which I have just stated, nor to any decisions of Courts of 
Jut lce, nor to any orders or injunctions from any authority whatsoever. 
These changes wok place from one year to another, and under the same 
Cure and Marguilliers. 

6. I never received the votes of any other }lerSons than those of the 
old and new Marguilliers, to the number sometimes of twenty five, more 
or less. 

7. J n all cases, " Messieurs the old and new MarguiUiers are request. 
ed to meet to-day after Mass in the Sacristy." 

8. I never summoned the Notables at S'. Nicolas; I summoned them, 
(that is to say the Parishioners in general,) one single time, in i829 at 
::it. Gilles, and at St. Sylvestre, for electing the first Marguilliers in those 
new Parishes: since tliese have been appointed, no one but the Mar. 
guilliers. has been summoned to the meetings or deliberations of the 
:Fabrique. I considered that in doing so I followed the universal cllstom 
of the country, and no CHle said any thing against it. 

9. At Ste. Foye, where I Na3 Curate for three years, I never calJed 
'any but the Marguilliers to the Fabrique meetings, in conformity to 
custOdJ: and in consequence of the enquiries I then made, I found that 
the Inhabitants were never convoked. 

10. No person has, to my knowledge,. complained, in any of my 
Parishes. On :he contrary many of my Parishioners both such as are 
Marguilliers alld slIch as are Ilot, to whom I have spoken on ·the subject 
of the Petitions laid before the House, consider them as misplaced; they 
would be sorry to see the present laws altered with which I hey are very 
weI! contented, for new laws which would indiscriminately admit amongst 
decent and quiet people, real incendiaries, who would create disputes 
every where. _ In the elections of Marguilliers, which are always quite 
free, they most carefully avoid choosing any such sort of persons. 

II. Before answering this question Ijwish to declare that I am a sincere 
friend of liberal institutions. By the word liberal I understand freedom 
included within proper limits, in ac~ive obedience to good and useful 
laws, and passively obedient to laws that are unjust, cruel or tyrannical. 
This premised, 1 will frankly and willingly explain my opinion as to the _ 
participation of the Notables on certain occasions; this is it: the Nota. 
ble Inhabitanu ought ill no case to be admitted to the Fabrique meet· 



4. Je croirais qu'en general oi Mt!ssieul's ie9 curis, oi Messieurs les 
mar~uil1iers. ni m~me les habitans pensalent necessaire la presence de ce$ 
dermers aux assembJees. (' 'est pourquoi VOllS voyez les memes cures 
et marguilliers quelque fois demander les habitane, et d'autres fois lee 
laisser. 

5. Les ch~ogemenR que j'ai mentionnes oe sont dus, je pense, qu'au 
hasard plutot q u'a autre chose ; les cures et les marguilliers oe jugeant 
pas la pr~sence des habitans nccessaire, je n'ai rien vu qui put les faire at
tribuer .n! au mode irregulier de COli vocation Ilue je viens u'exposer, ni a 
des decISIons de cours de justice, Ili a des ordres ou injonctioos d'une 
autorite quelconque. Ces changemens avaient lieu d'une annee a l'au. 
tre, et sous l~s me.nes cure et marguilliers. 

6. Je n'ai jamais re9u les votes d'autres personnea que des anciens et 
Ilouveaux marguillier~, au \]ombre quelque fois de 25, plus ou moins. 

7. (Dans tous les cas) MlVI.les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux sont 
pries de s'assembler aujourd'hui apres la Messe dans la Sacristie. 

8. Je n'ai Jamaiii appel~ les notables a St. Nicolas. Je les ai appeles 
(c'est-a.dire les paroissiens en general,) une seule fais en ) 829, a St. 
Gilles et it St. Sylvestre, pour elire les premiers marguilliers dans cea 
Ilouvelles paroisbes: depuis qu'il y en ... de nommes, personne, excepte 
les marguilliers, n'a ete demancle pour aSoister aux assemblees ou Mli
bCrations de Fabrique. J'ai cru en cela suivre l'usage universel du pays, 
et personne n'a mtlrmure. 

9. A Sainte-Foi, dOilt j'ai Cte cure pendant trois ans, je n'ai ja
mais appele que les marguilliers aux assembICes de Fabrique, conforme· 
ment a l'usage; et d'apres les iI)forlll3tions queje pris alors, je sus que 
les habitans n'y etaient pas convoques. 

10. A ma connaiRsance, personne ne s'est plaiot dans aucune de mes 
paroisses ; au contraire, plusieurs paroissiens m3~guilliel s et non mar. 
guilliers a qui j'ai parle des petitions devant la chambre, les trouvent 
deplacees ; ils seraient chagrins de voir changer les lois actuelles, dont 
ils sont tres-satisfaits, pour de nouvelles lois qui admettraient inddfc
remment de vrais boute-feux parmi des gens honnetes et paisiblea, et 
qui mettraient Ie trouble partout. Dans lea elections de marguilliers, 
qui sont toujours tres.libres, ils evitent avec Ie plus grand SOitl de choisir 
ces sortes de personnes. 

ll. Avant de repondre a celte question, j'avouerai que je auis Ie sin
cere ami des illstitutions liberales. Par ce mot libCrales, j'elltenda une 
liberle renfel'mee dans de justes bornes, dalls une obCissance actives aUK 
lois bonnes et utiles, ct dans une obeissance passiye a des lois injustes 
ou cruelles ou tyranniques. Ceci pose, je vous exposerai volontiers et 
franchement mon opinioll sur la participation des Ilotables en certains 
cas; la voici ; lea habit ailS notables ne doivent lltre admis en aucun ca~ 
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ings. Have the goodness to peruse the motives of .my opini~n which 
you request me to give. 15t--,I consider the laws eXlstmg which reglt
late t~e management of the funds of the Fabrique as good, ~tti~g, and 
very well adapted for the purposes for which they have been instItuted. 
Let them be observed and all will go on well. 2d-Those laws are 
liber.al ia the very sense of the expression, as being fitting for persons 
who have to live in a state of society. TheCnre can do nothing nor 
expend any thing of his own accord: his power is limited and circum
scribed on all sides. According to the usages received in the Parishes 
where I have officiated neither the Cure nor the Marguilliers can expend 
more than ten French half-crowns without a meeting of Marguilliel's. 
The power of the Pastor is only the power of persuasion, and I will say 
of sense. 3d-We are satisfied with eighty four Members to represent 
nearly a million of souls; I believe I may say without fear of deceiving 
myself, that there are more than ten thousand Marguilliers in the Country 
to represent the Fabriques; and yout' situatictn is infinitely more noble, 
more elevated, more valuable, and of vast importance, you are placed 
there for the welfare of the Country, to watch over the most important 
interests ;. yet you are only eighty four, amI we, with reason, place flill 
confidence in you: and mllSt not more then ten thousand men, the most 
enlightened, the most sensIble, the best, the most honourable, to be 
found in our Parishes be considered as sufficient to watch over minor in
terests, over an expenditure of about £ 150 per Parish, taking an aver· 
age amount? In St. Nicolas, a Parish containing 2000 souls, there are 
more than thirty Marguilliers. It only requires to reckon in proportion,
supposing that there a~e 700,000 Catholics in Lower Canada, to ascer. 
tain very nearly the number of Marguilliers in the Country-if 2000 
give 30, 700,000, will give 10,.500; which I should think must satisfy 
aU reasonable people, excepting those who are sure of never being chosell 
us MarguillierH, and who wish to create disturbance and to domineer 
every where. 4th-Has everyone a right to vote at the elections of 
Members of Parliament? No. And do you render your accounts, 
or, if you plea,e, does the Executive rendel· them, to the whole 
pUb.lic? No-they are only rendered to 84, and we say nothing 
agamst It •. No one, nevertheless will deny that your elections, a~d 
the renderIng of the public accounts are of far greater consel1J.uence 
than the mere electio~ ·of a Marguillier and the rendering ot his 
acc?unts. 5th-These general meetings, either for elections or for ren. 
derlng of accounts,. or for any ot~er matter, ind.ependent of their taking 
u.p a good deal ot tl~e, ~ould often partly conslSt of persons whose only 
al~ would be to raIse ~Isputes, either from pride, or ignorance, or ob
stmacy, .not under.standlllg any thing about the business. I know many 
persons m my. Pans.hes w.ho are very contracted in their ideas, yet very 
bol~ a~d obstlllate IIJ thelr.false and trifling conceptions, whom all good .. 
PanshlOners would be affrIghted to see admitted into . 
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au~ aBemblc~s de Fabrique. Ayez la complai,ance de lire les olC)tif,~ 
de :non se~timent que ~ous me demandez de vous elCposer. I 0 Je 
crOiS les lOIs actllelles qUI reglent l'administration des bien, de Fabriques. 
bonn~s, convenables,. et tres·bien adaptees a ce pourquoi elles ant ete 
etabhes. QlIelles SOlent execlitees, et tOlIt ira bien. 2 0 Ces lois Bont 
Ii.berales dans la force du terme, convenant a des personnes qui doivent 
vlvre en s.ociet6. I.e CIHe ne Pp.ut rien faire ni depenserpar lui.m~me j 

seg pouvolrs sont bornes et raccourcis de tous cote~. Ni Ie cure oi les 
marguilliers, suivant un llsage re'tll dans les paroisses qlle j'ai desservies, 
peuvent depenser plus de di)!; eeus Frao'tais sans une assemblee de mar
guilliers. Le pouvoir du pastellr n'est qu'uo pouvoir de persuasion. et 
j'ose dire dt! raison. 3 e Nous nous con ten tons de 84 membre~ pour 
representer pres d'un million d'ames ; je crois pouvoir dire, sans crainte 
de me tromper, qu'll y a plus de 10,000 marguilliers dans Ie pays, pour 
representer les Fabriques ; et votre situation est infiniment plus noble, 
plus elevee, plus prceieuse, et extremement importante j VOUl etes pia. 
CfS pour Ie bonheur du pays, pour veiller a des interets majeurs; vous 
1I'~:es qUII 84, et nons mettons en vons, et avec laison, notre con fiance ; 
et plus de 10,000 de ce que nos paroisses ont de meilleur, de plus sense, 
de plus honnete, de plus eclaire et de plus raisonnable ne seron t pas as. 
sez pour veiller a des interlits mineurs, a la depense d'environ £ 150 par 
paroisse, en prenant un nombre moyen. Dans Saint-Nicolas, paroisse 
de 2000 times, il y a plus de 30 marguilliers ; il suffit de faire cette pro
portion en supposant 700,000 c.atholiqnes dans Ie Bas·Canada pour prou
ver a·peu-pres Ie nombre de marguil\iers dans Ie pays ; 2,000: 30 :: 
700,000 : 10,500. Ce qui, suivant moi, doit suffire a toutes personnes 
raisonnable~, excepte a celles qui sont certaines de n'etre jamais elues 
marguilliers, au qui desirent mettre Ie trouble et do miner partout. 4 0 

Tout Ie monde a-t-i1 droit de voter aux elections des membres du Parle· 
ment? Non. Et rendez-vollS vas comptes, ou si vous voulez l'Exe. 
cutif les rend.il a tout Ie public? NOll; illes rend seulement a 84, 
et nous ne disons rien. Per.sonne ne niel'a cependant que vas elections 
ct la reddition des comptes publics ne soient d'une toute autre impor. 
tance que l'election d'un simple mal'guil\ier, et la reddition de ses camp. 
res. 5 0 Ces assemblces generales soit pour elections, soit pOllr reddi. 
tion de comptes au pour tOllt autre objet, outre qU'ellel prendraient un 
temps considerable, seraient sou vent en partie composee3 de personnes 
qui ne chercheraient qU'a causer de la chicane, soit par orgueil, 80it par 
ignorance, soit par enl.!tement, ne comprenant rien du tout auX affaires_ 
Je connais plusieurs personnes dans mes paroisses extrlimement hornees, 
hardiest obstinees dans leurs fausses et minces conceptions, que lea bons 
paroissiens seraient au desespoir de voir admises dans les affaires publi. 
ques ; si VallS leur parlez noir. elles comprennent blanc, et reciproqu:
ment. n est done necessaire d'user de la plus grande prudence pour elol' 
gner ces sarles de personnes. 6 0 Sons lei loi& actuelles, relpectables, 

2 0 
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if you tell them any thing is black, they think you mean white. It is 
therefore rtquisite to make use of the utmost diligence to avoid these 
kinds of people. 6th-Under the existing laws, respectable not so much 
from their antiquity, as for their propriety and utility, there can scarcely 
any great irregularities slip into the Fabriques, and if there are any:, the 
laws can remove them. Our Canadians are too bold when there IS any 
attack made upon the Church or their Pastor not to arise against abuses 
if any there are. They will rather bear with Magistrates, with despotic 
placemen, with strangf'rs to the Country, who neither understand the 
language, nor the laws, nor the mallllers, without opening their mouths 
to complain. 7th-Public opinion, often consulted by the Cure and 
the Marguilliers, the obligation of rendering accounts before the Mar. 
guilIiers, to the number of sixty or eighty in a Parish of five or six 
thousand souls, the accuracy with which a great number of the Cure!! 
attend to this object, which can not be indifferent to them, the Visita
tiDns of the Lord Bishop, during' which he examines the accounts, and 
what is wanted for the Church, are so many guarantees which ensure the 
good administration of the funds of the Fabriques. 8th-'Vhen laws 
are proposed which are evidently beneficial and better than those the 
plac~ of which they are intended to supply, the latter must give way to 
tbem; but If there is any reasonable doubt on the subject; or if tbere
is almost a ceqainty that these new laws will work worse, ought not 
then the old laws rat.her to be retained? 9th-If there are any improve. 
ments to be expected, do not look for them from nelv laws which you 
may enact, (exc1Jse my frankness,) but from the course of time, and 
especially from the effects of education which you have begun to dissem
inate through the Country. 10th-If every body is summoned to the 
meetings, there will be scarcely any occasion for Marguilliers or for 
Fabriques :-old customs would be overturned, and who is there who 
would accept of sllch au office? 11 th-At present the elections of Mar
guilliers are free, and peaceable :-every one quietly gives his vote for 
the man he thinks is the most deserving and most fit, and generally the 
choice falls upon a person of good character, and one who is supposed 
to be one of the best in the Parish in all respects. If all had the right 
of voting, parties would be probably formed, and unworthy persons made 
choice of. 12th-This principle of admitting indiscrimillately an entire 
Parish, is in my opinion too liberal, whoJly democratical, and tending to 
place power in the hClnds of the multitude, would lead to anarchy, and' 
to the despotism of all, much more to be feared than that of one man. 
The most disastrous consequences to the Country would ensue; the 
Clergy and the Churc.h ,,:ould be first atacked, and it would finish by 
overturning the ConStltutlOn, pretended to be a glorious one-let us-
recollect the French Revolution of 1789. ~ 

12. If the Notables must be admitted either to the elections alone or 
to all the Fabrique dehberations~ they must, above all things, be Cat'hoo 
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nOll pas tant par leur anciennete que par lenr convenance et leur utilite 
it ne 'pellt gnere se glisser de grands desordres dans les Fabriques, et 8'ii 
en eXls:e, e\les peuvent les redresser. Nos Canadiens sont trop braves 
quand II s'agll d'attaquer l'egl'5e et Ie pasteur, pour ne pas s'~lever coo
tre les ,abus quand il y en a. lis endurel ont des magistrats, des officiers 
d~spottques, etraogers au pays, qui n'entendeot oi sa langue, ni ses lois, 
m ies usages, sans oser ouvrir la bouche pour se plaindre. 7 0 L'opi. 
nion publ'que liouvent consultee par Ie cure et les mal'guilliers, l'obllga
lion de rendte compte devant les marguilliers au oombre de 60 ou 80 dans 
une paroisse de 5 ou 6,000 ames, l'exactitude d'un grand [Jombre de cu
res a veiller sur cet objet, auquel il ne peut etre indiffeleur, les vi'itE's de 
Monseigneur, dans lesquelles il examine les comptes et les besoins de 
l'cgliile, sont autant de raisons qui assurent Ia bonne adminiHration des 
biens des Fabriques. 8 0 LOisque les lois que I'on propose SGnt evidem. 
ment avantageuses et meiUeures que ceUes que l'on veut remplacer, alors 
celle,-ci doivent leur ceder la place; mais s'll y a un doute raisonnablt', 
s'il y a line presque certitude que ces lois nouvelles opereront plus mal, 
De doit-on pas garder les anciennes? 9 0 S'il ya quelques amldiorations 
a e~perer, De les attendez pas des lois nouvelles que vous pO!I~riez faire, 
(p ardonnez rna franchise,) mais bien du tempo et surtout de l'instruc
tion que vous avez commence de repancire dans les campagnes. 10 Q 

Si tout Ie monde est convoque aux assemblees, il n'y aura guere besoin 
de margnilliers ni de Fabrique; les usages anciens bt'ront uouleverses, 
et quel est celui qui voudra accepter une telIe charge? 11 0 Alljour. 
d'hui, les elections de marguilliers sont libres et paisibles, chacun donne 
trap.quiJlement sa voix pour celui qu'il croit Ie plus digne et Ie plus ca
pable, et l'on choisit ordinairement ulle person lie decente et presumee 
une des meilleures de la paroi.\se, sous tous les rapports. SI tout Ie 
monde avait droit de voter, il y aurait probablement des cabales, et des 
personnes indignes seraient ~hoisies.. 12 0 ,Ce prin~i~e d'adm~tlre in
differemment toute une parOisse, SUlvant mOl trop hberal, entJerement 
democratique, tendant a mettre l'autorire entre les mains de la multitude. 
conduiraIt it l'anarchie, au despotisme de tous, est bien plus a redouter 
que celui d'ull seul ; les conseqt.enc.es les plus desastreuses ~our ~~ pays 
en seraient la suite; Oil comm(,lIcerall par attaquer Ie cIerge et I egitBe, 
et Oil finirait par renverser la constitution pretendue glorieuse ; qu'on se 
rappelle la revolution Fran~aise de 1789. 

12. S'il fallait admettre les notables ou aux el~ctions seulement, op 
it loutes lea deliberations de Fabrique, il fandralt avant toutes chose a 
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lic! furthermore owners of a lot of land of at least fifty superficial acres, 
and 1 should wish these Notables to consist of the Magistrates, the 
Militia Officers from the Colonel down to the junior Ensign alone. 1 
~hould likewise desire to consider a~ a· Notable every chorister who was 
a landholder as above said, and who had for twelve years given his 
service gratis to the Church, and that only for the time during which he 
should continue, to assist with his voice, at public Divine Service. 

M. DUFRESNE, Priest. 
St. Nicolas, 20th February, 183l. 

Parish if St. Jean Baptiste de Nicolet. 

In transmitting my anfwers to the queftions comprifed in your 
Circular of the 16th February, allow me to express how much I 
consider this prudential.meafure is calculated to infpire confidence 
as to the decision which the Houfe of Affembly may come to on 
a subject of fuch delicacy, and which concerns the tranquillity, 
and confequently alfo the welfare of the Country. I should 
much regret in any wife to depart from the refpect lowe to a 
Committee of the Honourable Houfe, but at the fame time, I 
should consider myfelf as reprehensible if I did not frankly avow 
my fentiments on this fubject, as I am requefted to do. Here 
therefore are my anfwers to the feveral queftion&. 

1. The old and new Marguilliers are alone thofe who take part 
in the deliberations of the Fabrique meetings. On certain occa
sions. such as when accounts are to be rendered of expenses in
curred for extraordinary repairs with which a Parish meeting may 
have encharged the Marguilliers, then all such as wish to take 
cognizance ot them are invited. This took place with respect to 
the meeting that was held on the occasion of the rendering of the 
accounts of the Marguillier who last left office. 

2. I can assign 110 other period for the commencement of the 
cuftom of calling any but the old Marguilliers. and those actually 
in office to the meetings for the ufual affairs of the Fabrique. than 
the first erection of the Parish. 

3. The Records of the Parish of Nicolet, begin from the rear 



30\ 

~u'ils fussent catholiques, ensuile proprietaires d'Ulle terre d'all moins 
.')0 arpens en superficl.e, et je voudrais que ces notable~ consistassent dans 
!es pe:sonnes .des ma~lstrat s, et des officiers de milice, depuis Ie colonel 
Jusqu au dermer enselglle s~~Ie.ment. Je voudrais aussi regarder comme 
notable tout chantre propnetalre comme ci-dessus qui aurait do ' . . d' ' nne son 
ser:.lce gr~t1s pe.n ,an~ 12 ans a I'eglise, et ce pom Ie temps selilement 
qu Jl contlOueralt a alder par son chant au service divin et puhlic. 

St. Nicolas, 20 Fevrier 1831. 
M. DUFRESNE, Plre. 

Paroisse de St. Jean Baptiste de Nicolet. 

En vous transmeltant mes reponfes aux queftions de votre cir
culaire du 16 Fevrier, qui m'a etc adreifee par Ie Greffier de vo
tre Comite, permettez-moi d'exprimt:r combien cette mefure de 
prudence eft pro pre a infpirer la con fiance a l'egard de Ia dccilion 
que prendra la Chambre d' Aifemblt~e fur un fujet fi delicat, et 
qui intereffe la paix, et par confequent Ie bonheur du pays. J e 
ferais bien fache de bleifer en rien Ie refpect qui e(l: du au Comite 
de I'Honorable Chambre, mais en meme temps, je me c.roirais ft!
prehenfible Je ne pas enOl}cer avec franchife man opinion fur 
cette matiere, puilqu'elle m'eft demandce. Voici donc mes re
ponfes aux difE~rentes queftions :-

1. Les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux font les feuis qui pren
nent part aux deliberations des aifemblees de Fabrique. Dans cer
tains cas, comme Iorfqu'il s'agit de rendre compte de depenfes 
faites pour ges reparations extraordinaires, dont une aifemblee de 
paroifle aurait charge les marguilliers, on invite tous ceux qui de
firent en prendre connaiifance. C'eft ce qui a eu lieu dans l'as
femblee pour la reddition des comptes du dernier marguillier forti 
de charge. 

2. Je ne puis affigner d'autre origine a cet ufage de n'appeler 
que les marguil1iers anciens et ceux en exercice aux aifemblees 
pour les affaires ordinaires de Fabrique, que l'etabliifement de la 
paroiffe. 

3. Les l'egitres de la Paroiffe de Nicolet com men cent des l'an-
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1734, and only contain the minutes of the meetings for the ren
dering of accounts. Thefe minutes always begin with thefe words. 
" Account rendered before us N. Curate, by Mr. N., Marguillier, 
who has left office ;"-and this form, (which is in conformity 
with the Ritual made by the first Bishops, who doubtlessly knew 
the laws which ought to govern the Provjnce,) has been invariably 
followed (jnti! this day. Thefe minutes are signed by two or 
three witnesses; once or twice by the Seigneur, fome others by 
the Captain, and fome others by one or two persons who appear 
rather to be witnes£es than parties. The other names which are 
added at the end of the minute are thofe of old Marguilliers and 
Marguilliers in office. It was only in 1806, the first year I enter
ed upon my cure, that the Regiiters of the election of new Mar
guiJliers began to be inferted, not making mention at the election 
of any but the old Marguilliers, and thofe in office, according to 
the cufiom which was described to me by the Elders of thl:! Pa
rish. 

4. My third anfwer difpenses me from giving an anfwer to this 
quefiion. 

5. Reference in fame manner as to this queftion to my preced
ing anfwers. 

6. It fometimes happened that one or two other perfons were pre
fent at the election of the Marguilliers, either from curiosity, or as 
accompanying fome of the lVIarguilliers, If they were young 
people, or perfons of little confequence, no attention was paid to 
them. If it was the head of a family of any notability, I addressed 
the Marguilliers, after I had taken their votes, faying to them, 
" is it your pleafure that Mr. N. should give his vote?" Some
times, with the confent of the Marguilliers, he would come for
ward, but oftener declined rendering his thanks for the courtesy 
proffered, Now this is a proof of the right which the Marguil
liers are in possession of exercising. 

7. The form I have made ufe of in convoking the Fabrique 
meetings, has fometimes been this :-" There will be a Fabrique 
meeting for an election or for the rendering of accounts; where 
t~e old and new Marguilliers are requested to attend." At other 
times this, which comes to the same thing. "There will be a 
l<'a?r,ique meeting, fo: .electing, according to cufiom, a new Mar
gUilher, or, for recelvmg, according to cufiom, the accounts of 
iuch a MarguilIier, who has left office." 

8. The anfwer to this quefiion will be found in the precediQg 
fOnes, There has been no change, either in the, manner of con-
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n~~ 1734, et ne contienn"!nt que les actes d'aifemblees pour la red
dltlOn des comptes. Ces actes commencent toujours par celte 
c1allfe : " Compte que rend par devers nous cure N., Ie fieur N. 
marguillier forti de charge." Et cette claule (conforme au Rituel 
fait par les premiers Eveques, qui connaiifaient fans doute II's lois 
qui doivent rcgir la province,) a etc invariablement conferveejuf
qU'i\ ce jour. Ces actes font fignes par deux ou trois temoins, un 
ou deux par Ie feigneur, quelques autres par Ie capitaine, et quel
ques autres par une ou deux perfonnes qui paraiifent plut t com
me temoins que commt. parties. Les autres noms, mentionnes 
a la fin de l'acte, font tous des marguilliers anciens et CeuX du 
bane. Ce n'eft qu'en 1806, la premiere annee de mon entree 
dans la cure, qu'ont commence d'etre inferes dans Ie regitre les 
actes d'cHection des marguilliers nouveaux. n'y mentionnant pour 
election que les anciens marguilliers et ceux en charge. fuivant 
l'ufage qui m' etait conftate par le& anciens de la paroiife. 

4. Ma troifieme reponfe me difpense d'en faire a cette ques~ 
tion. 

5. Meme reference, pour cette quefl:ioll, ames reponfes pre
cedentes. 

6. II eft arrive quelque fois qu'une ou deux aut res perfonnes fe 
foient tCDuvees prefentes lors de I'election des marguilliers, fo;t 
par curiofite, foit en attendant les autres marguilliers. Si c'etait 
des jeunes gens, ou des perfonnes de peu d'importance, on n'y 
faisait point d'attention. Si c'.ctait un pere de famille de quelque 
notabilite, je m'adreifais aux marguilliers, apres avoir re~u leurs 
voix, en leur difant: Voulez-vous que M. N. donne fa voix ? 
Quelque fois il s'approchait, avec l'aifentiment des marguilliers ; 
Ie plus fouvent, il declinait, en remerciant de cette courtoifie. 
Or, ce procede prouve Ie drQit que les marguilliers font en pOSm 
feilion d'exercelo. 

7. La formuIe dont je me fuis fervi pour convoquer les aifem~ 
bJees de Fabrique, a etc, tan tot celle-ei : " II y aura une alTem
blee de Fabrique pour l' election ou pour la reddition des comptes; 
les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux font pries de sJy trouver." 
Tantot cette autre, qui revient'it la meme: " II Y aura une aifem
blee de Fabrique, pour elire, felon l'ufage, un nouveau margu~l
lier, ou pour recevoir, fuivant l'ufage, res comptes de td margUlI-
lier forti de charge.". ' _ 

8. La reponfe a cette quefl:JOn fe trouve dans les precedenteso 

II n'y a eu aueune variation ni dans la convoc;ltion ni dans la te-
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voking or of holding the said meetings. For the rest, it is only 
the quefrion as to meetings for the two objects that have been 
stated, for whenever the Marguilliers thought it necessary to con
fult the Parish upon matters or repairs that were extraordinary, 
all the Landholders have been called upon without diftinction, that 
is to fay, all who had an interest in the matter. 

9. From 1797, untit ]805, that is to fay for eight years that I 
held the cure of Ange Gardien, and in the following year when 
I was translated to Pointe aux Tl'emble de Montreal, and where 
I remained but one year, I have always followed the fame cufrom, 
founded upon the circumftance that I found that cufrom efrablish
ed, and should have considered myself to blame had I changed it 
of my own accord. 

10. No one, to my knowledge, until last year, shewed any dis
satisfaction at not having been called to thefe kinds of meetings. 
But since the law proceedings of a neighbouring Parish, fome 
murmurings have been begun to be beard. The vicinity of Three 
Rivers where our Farmers always meet with pE-ople who are in
clined to give them fuch information as fuits themfelves, the peru
sal of fundry articles in the Newspapers which feem to prognosti
cate the entire downfall of the Country, if the ufual fystem is not 
changed, and which no one, until now thought of considering as 
an abufe, the declamations o,f fome perfons who are fystematically 
discontented; all these things have fermented the brairis of a 
certain number of perfons who think much of themfelves, parti
cularly in the Village; but the generality of the ?arish is yet 
quite calm and appears to be content. Yet I will not guarantee 
that thefe discontented perfons may not succeed in propagating 
their factitious grumblings, if they endeavour to do fo. The 
opinion of the multitude can easily be made to change, or have a 
false direction given to it, if there be no fcruple as to the means 
to be made ufe of! By m~rely perfevering to tell people that 
they are ill, although they have n<:lt felt any malady, the conse": 
quence will be first that they are intimidated. and afterwards fear 
alone will ,produce a real illness. Some of thefe complainents 
made an attempt last year to introduce themfelves into a Fabrique 
meeting. One of ~hem, who acted as their Champion entered 
by force, began by msulting th~ meeting in general, and after .. 
wards every one ~ho tried to appease him by anfwering him. 
And yet. the queftlo~ was as to a meafure which met with publi€ 
approbatIOn, but which would have failed, if its opponents had 
had the right of voting .. 
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nue des clites afr~mblee3. Il n'cft, au refie,' quefiion que des as
femblees pour les deux objets ci-mentionnes ; car toutes les foi51 
qu'il a paru neceffaire aux marguilliers de confulter la paroiffe, 
pour des affaires ou reparation5 extr:lOrdinaires, on a appele tous 
les proprietaires, fans diftinction, c'eft-ii-dire, tous ceux qui 
avaient interet a la chafe. 

9. Depuis 1797 ju[qu'en 1805, e'eft-a.-dire, pendant huit ang 
que j'al tenu la cure de I' Ange-Gdrdien, et I'annee fuivante, ou 
j'ai ete transfen! ;i la Pointe au~ Trembles de Montreal, et ou je 
ne fuis demeure qu'un an, j'ai tOujours fuivi fa meme coutume, 
fonde fur ce que je trouvais ceUe coutume etablie et que je me 
ferais cru blamable de la changer de man chef. 

10. Per[onne, a ma connaiffance, ju[qu'a l'annee derniere, 
n'avait teffioignc de deplaifir de n'crre pas appele a ces fortes d'as
femblees. Mais, depuis Ie proces d'une paroiffe voifine, on a 
commence ~ entendre quelques murmures. Le voifinage des Trois
Rivieres, ou nos habitans trouvent toujours des gens difpofes a 
leur donner des informations dans leur fens, la lecture de cer
tains artides de Gazette, qlli femblent predire la ruine totale du 
pays, fi I'on ne change pas Ie mode uGte, et que perf anne ne s'c
tait avife de trouver abusif jufqu'ici, la declamation de quelques 
mecontens par fyfieme, toutel ces caufes ont fait fermellter les 
tHes d'un certain nombre de gens a pretentions, particulierement 
dans Ie village; mais la genera lite de la paroiffe eft encore tres
calme et parait fati.faite. ])I eanmoins, je ne voudrais pas garantir 
que ces mecontens ne vinffent a bout de pro pager leur malaife 
factice, s'ils l'entreprenaient~ II eft fi aise de changer l'opinion de 
la multitude et de lui donner une fauife direction, quand on n'eft 
pas fcrupuleux fur les moyens qu'on emploie! A force de dire au" 
gens qu'ils font malades, quoiqu'ils n'aient fenti aucun mal, on 
reuffira d'abord ales intimider, et enfuite la peur leur caufera une 
vraie maladie. Quelques-uns de ces plaintifs ont fait une tenta
tive l'ete dernier, pour s'intruser dans une alfemblee de Fabrique. 
Un d'eux fe faisant leur champion, entra avec violence, fe mit it. 
infulter l'aifemblee en general, et enfuite chacun de ceux qui es
fayerent de lui repondre pour l'ap~aifer .. : ~t pO~lrtant il ~'agis~ 
fait d'une mefure qui a rencol'ltre 1 approbatlOn generale, malS qUi 

:aurait echou~, fi CfS oppoli\DS avaient eu droit de voter. 

P2 
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I I. The old Marguilliers, joined to thofe on the Bench, and 
presided by thofe whom the public voice deJ'lominates as first 
Marguilliers, constitute in this Diocefe, a body most peculjarly 
an"d morally respectable. In fact, the mode of election followed 
in the greater part of the Parishes, was such as to introduce none 
but members who were equally qualified with their forerunners: 
that is to fay, by integrity, religion, an unburthened property, and 
sound judgment. Endowed with the first qualities they worthily 
filled the eminent bench they occupy in the Churches; in the 
fecond inflance full security exifted as to tr.eir management of 
affairs; and thirdly and lafl:ly they were fitted to transact the 
usual routine bllsiness, in which they also had the aid, when re
quisite of the advice of their colleagues. Now who will be 
anfwerable that in caIling in others to the election of Marguilliprs 
the most deserving will always be elected! May it not be ap
prehend{'d that instead of the qualificatiuns above fpecified, none 
but the last will be attended to? that is to 5ay, that instead of 
good and religious men, whofe independence would· obviate all 
uneasiness as to their management, the r{'al or imaginary talents 
of a Candidate extolled by a party, may lead us astray, whilst he 
would solely owe his election to the desire which some discontent
ed minds migh~ entertain of thwarting a Cure, or fome of the 
Marguilliers? Out of two modes) is it not better to choose, and 
give the preference, to one which an experience of nearly a cen
tury has proved to be good and convenient, rather than a new one, 
which has no guarantee, and which, by the extension of suffrages, 
may caufe dissentions, facilitate intrigue, produce evil choosings, 
and finally be injurious to the intere:;ts of the public ?-But, it is 
said-there are abufes. There will be fuch more or less, in all 
systems; and proof is requireJ that a new system would produce 
fewer. There are Fabriques that are maladministered.-Who 
fays fo? A few discontents. Ought they to be believed in pre
ference to the generality who are of the contrary opinion I-It is 
faid; but will it be proved? If there were ma!verfations, would 
not the Bishop in his pastoral Vi~itations perceive them, and 
would he not remedy them? Another cpmplainl-the accounts 
are not regularly rendered every year. If fome difficulties occur 
under the prefent arrangement, it will be much worfe if these ac
counts are in the hands of certain individuals who wIll be able to 
elude every means of being compelled to it, by a thoufand artifices 
to be found in the labyrinths 01 the law. It is endeavoured to be 
stated in print that there aTe Fabriques in which obstinacy has 
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. 11. Les marguil ~Iers anci,ens, jointg 11 ceux du bJnc, prefides 
par ceux que la VOIX pubhque appelle les premiers mar,"uilliers 
fi d d

" b , 
orment, ans ce lOeese, un corps moral, fingulierement refpec-

table:. En, eff~t, I~ mode. d'election pratique dans la plupart des 
parodl~:i, n a du Y lntrodUire que des membre, qui euffent les 
~e~es, q~alifications que leurs devanciers, c'efl-~ dire, une pro
bite ~elIgleufe, u?e propr~{~e . n0:1 gr~vee, et un ~o~ jugement. 
Doue de la prem,ler,e quahte, ds honoralent Ie banc dlflmgue qu'ils 
occupent dans l'egllse; par la feconde condition, leur geflionof
frait une pleine fecurite ; eonn la lroifiemf.' IE's mettait en chat de 
faire les alfaires ordinaire, qui ne font que de routine, et ou ils 
font aides, ,;m be:oin, par les confeiL d~ leurs collegues. Main
tenant, qui peut repondre qu'en en appelant d'autres pour J'elec
tion des l11arguilliers, on fe propofe toujours de choilir ]e plus di
gne? N'ell-il pas a craindre que de, trois qualites ci-deffus de
mandees, on n'ait egard qu'i la derniere, c'eft.a-dire, qu'au lielt 
d'hommes honnetes, religieux, et dOtH I'etat independant ne 
donne aucune inquietude fur leur adminifhation, on fe laiffe fe
duire par les tal ens vrais ou fupposes d'un candidat prone par nne 
cabale et qui ne devrait peut-etre [on election qu'au delir qu'au
raient certains efprits indi,pofes, de deplaire a un curi: ou a quel
ques marguilliers? De deux methodes, ne vaut-it pas mieux 
choifir et preferer celie qu'une experience de pres d'un fi~c1e a 
demontre bonne et con venable, plutot qu'une nouvelle qui n'a 
aucune garantit', et qui par une extenuon de fuffrages peut caufer 
des divilions, faciliter les intrigues, amener de mauvais choix , et 
enfin nuire aux interets du public? Mais dit-on, il y a des abus 
• • . Dans tous les fyflhnr:s il y en aura plus ou moins ; or, il 
faudrait prouver que Ie nouveau eft introduira moins, II y a des 
Fabriques mal adminiftrees. Qui Ie dit? Quelques mecontens. 
Doivent-ils etre crus plutot que la generalite qui efl perfuadee du 
contraire? On Ie dit; mais, Ie prouvera-t-on? S'il y avait 
des malverfations, l'Eveqne dans Les vifites paftorales ne les ver
rait-il pas, ne les corrigerait-;l pas? Autre plainte : les comptes 
ne fe rendent pas exactement chaque annee. Si l'on eprouve 

- quelques difficu [tes dans l'ordre prefeot, ce fe!,J bien pis, si ce~ 
comptes fe trollvent entre les maills d~ certames pe:[onne~ qUI 
fauront eluder tout moyen de les y contralPdre, par mille artifices 
puifes dans Ie labyrinthe des lois. II y a des Fabriques ,au I':n
tetement a ete prejudiciable, imprime-t-on. Et y aura-toll mOllls 
d'esprits .e~t2,tes qua~d, on y aura i~t:ddui~ des .caracter~s tu~bu; 

, leos, ,hOl:>lS fansavOlf egard aUh condmollS cl-deHus mentJOnnees . 
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been prejudicial. Would there he fewer obstinate heads, when 
turbulent characters are brought in, chofen without regard to the 
qualifications before mentioned? Besides, who knows whether 
this obstinacy does not arife from the advice of lawyers? Can we 
attribute obftinacy, to all who go to law, who loofe th.eir caufe, 
and who appeal? In short, if any cafes can be adduced of the 
maladministration of affairs by a Fabrique council composed; (as 
it may almost always be in every Parish,) uf twenty or twenty 
:five Marguilliers, it would not be a difficu~t mattCl" to produce 
things wode done by the numerous meetings of an entire Parish. 
If it were necessary to draw the comparison, it might be verified 
that, with little exception, whatever is best done in e\'ery Parish, 
is owing to the counsel of a majority of Marguilliers, whilst most 
frequently the majority of a general meeting has been led into 
.meafures that are disadvantageous. I fay, with little exception; 
but then, in order to carry through an useful plan, we must produce 
ten reafons against one, infinite management, an imperturbable 
patience, and perfect disinterestedness; evil is produced by en· 
thusiasm, good only proceeds by slow steps. In tumultuous meet
ings,. agitators have prepared, prejudiced, and heated men's minds, 
a powerful speaker, who pleases, carries everything by storm and 
by acclamation :-and who then ha$ it in his power to bring back 
men's minds into that coolness which is necessarv for deliberation? 
Moreover, is not everyone individually convinc~d of this? Com
municate to him an ufeful project,-take care-he will tell you, 
not to propofe it in a Parish meeting; if you do, you wiIJ not 
succeed; and why? It is becaufe that such or such a one will 
oppofe it, not but that the thing may be very good and beneficial, 
but becaufe it is you, or it is such a one who propofes it: thus it 
is less the merit of the matter which is looked to then, than the 
perf on of the proposer. Now there is nothing like this to be ap
prehended in our Fabrique councils as they are compofed. I do 
not mean to fay that there is not an opposition at times, but it is 
moderate, and never proceeds so far as to be productive of perfonal 
animosity. Some errors in the accounts kept by the Cures are 
quoted.-But, 15t, it is only by the default, at the request, and in 
the name of the Marg~illiers, that these accounts are kept by the 
~ures; 2nd, .t~efe mlsta~es ar~ r.atified at the Episcopal Visita
tIOns} 3d, thiS ~nconveUi.ence, If It be one, will be conftantly de
creasmg by the mtroductlOn of Marguilliers, who wil1 have availed 
of the means of instru.ction, and which, along with education will 
yield further guarantees. I fay-if it be one-for if, on one'side, 



D>ailleurs, qui fait fi cet entetemE'nt n'eft pas Ie fruit des con[eils 
d'h.ommes d: loi? Peut-on. accofer d'entetement tous ceux qui 
plaldent, qUi per~en.t~ et qUi a,Ppelient? Enfin, fi I'on peut ci
ter quelques cas d afialres mal dlngees par un conreil de Fabrique, 
compofe (comme il peut rt~tre prefque dans toutes les paroilfes,) 
de 20 011 25 marguilliers, it ne ferait pas difficile d'en produire de 
plus mal faites par des aiTembh~es nombreufes de toute une pa
roilfe. S'il s'agilfait d'en Faile la comparaifon, on pourrait (011-

stater, qU'a queIqu'exception pres, ce qu'il y a de mieux fait dans 
cha~ue paroilfe, eft dil aux confeils d'une majorite de marguilliers, 
tandls que Ie plus fonvent la majorite dans une alfemblee generale 
a ete entralnee dans des mefures defavantageufes. Je dis, avec 
quelqu'exception ; mais alors, pour em porter quelques projets u
tiles, it faut avoir dix. raifons pour une ; des menagemens infinis, 
une patience it to ute epreuve, et un grand Mfinterelfement ; Ie 
mal ie fait par enthoufiasme, Ie bien ne "opere qu'a pas lents. Dans 
les alfembJees tumu'tueufes, des agitateurs ant prepare, prcjuge, 
echauffe les efprits, un orateur violent et qui plait, emporte tout 
d'emblee et par acclamations. Et qui eft capable alors de ramener 
les efprits au calme neceifaire it la difcuilion? Mais, d'ailleurs, 
chacun it fon particulier n'eft-il pas convaincu de cela? QU'on 
lui faife part d'un projet utile; prenez garde, vous dira-t-ii, de Ie 
propofer dam une aifemblee de paroiife ; fi vous Ie faites, vous 
echouerez; et pourquoi ? C'eft qu'ii eft fUr que tel et tel ne 
manqueront pas de s'y oppofer ; non pas que la chofe ne foit tres
bonne et avantageufe, mais parce que c'eft vous, ou un tel qui la 
propofera; ainG, c'eft moins Ie merite de I'affaire que I'on en
vifage alors, que I'auteur qui la met en avant; or, il n'y a rien de 
pareil a craindre dans nos confeils de Fabrique, tels qu'ils font 
compoies. Ce n'eft pas qu'iI n'y ait de l'oppofition, en certains 
cas, mais elIe eft moueree, et ne vient pas d'antipathie perfon
nelle. On cit era quelques erreurs de comples tenus par les cures. 
Mais 1 0 ce n'eft qu'au defaut, it la demande et au nom des mar
guilJiers que ces comptes font tenus par les cures; 2 0 Ces erreurs 
font reformees dans les vifites episcopales ; 3 0 Cet inconvenient 
(si e'en eft un,) diminuera toujours par I'introduction de marguil
liers qui auront profile des moyens de s'infiruire, et qui, avec 
l'education, offriront les autres garanties. Je dis: si e'en eft un ; 
car, si, d'un cote, les cures om a defirer d'etre decharges de te
nir ees comptes, Ie public fe trouvera-t-il mieux quand ces comp
tes fewnt tenus par les marguilliers qui demeurent tan tot dans un 
canton, tan tot dans un autre de la paroiife ? Un iieu fixe et ceo-
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the Cures may desire to be! relieved from keeping thefe accounts, 
would, on the other, the public be better off ~f these accounts are 
to be kept by Marguilliers, who may reside fometimes in one place, 
and fame times in another, within the Parish? Does not a fixed 
and central place offer more advantages to individuals who have 
business with thofe who keep the accounts ? Would it be just to 
make the fame rules for all the Country Parishes as for thore of 
two towns alone, as Three Rivers can not be united with them on 
account of its liberties? (banlieue.) It is the fame thing as to a 
place of deposit for the record;,: can there be any queftion between 
the plan of keeping them among the Archives of the Fabrique, 
at the Presbytery, and that of letting them go the rounds of all the 
corners of a Parish, in the hands of different families, in danger 
of being torn, damaged or destroyed by accident? In short, if 
the Cures were not restrained hy considerations of propriety and 
charity, how many inftances might they not" adduce, to display 
the danger there exists of introducing certain dubious characters 
into the refpectable body of Marguilliers? It may likewise be 
added that if the Cures have more influence in the concerns of 
their Fabrique, it is becaufe they have their interest more at heart. 
There is not a single Cure to be found who is sparing of his trouble, 
and of his purfe, to increase it. All Foreigners who ,ome to this 
Country are furprised at, and admire, the go~od fupport, the deco
ration, and it may be faid, the magnificence of a great number of 
our Churches: now, is not this principally owing to the zeal of 
the Clergy, to the taste and to the emlliation they have been able 
to awaken in the Pariohes? Will it ever be regretted that thefe 

,embellishments have been expensive ~ Ah, if ever the Province 
be found to be reduced, and in a state of infolvency, let not this 
deficiency be ascribed to the expenfes of Divine Worship, but to 
the vast quantity of fpirituous liquors; and if some money be 
turned away from that gulph of expenditure, does it not become a 
double benefit? Let the Cures ceafe to keep their eyes open as 
to t.hofe matters of expenditure, let them discontinue to be ell gag
e~ 1n the means of availing of the income, and the Pari;hioners 
WIll then feel the confequences of having difcouraged, and put 
them on one side, in an administration, in which they had all the 
trouble, whilst the public derived from it the greatest benefit. 
For the rest, the danger to be apprehended from numerous meet
ings, appears to me to be mu("h greater with refpect to elections, 
in the present state of men's minds, than with refpect to accounts. 
I do not fee great inconveni~nces in it, (and beneficial effects may 



tral n'o~re-t.il pas ~lus ~e . commoclites aux: p:lrticulicrs qui ont 
des affalres avec celUl qUl tlent Ies comptc~? Serait-il juO:e de 
faire les m&mes reglemel~5 POlU' tOUles les paroilres de campagne 
que paUl' ceUes de deux vllles ieulement, le~ Trois-Rivieres ne 
pouvant y etr'\! jointes a caufe de fa banlieue? II en eO: de m(;me 
pour Ie depot des regitres: y a.t-il :i balancer entre Ie parti de les 
conferver dans les archives de]a Fabrique, au presbytere. et ce
lui de les laiifer promener dans tOllS Jes coins d'une paroiife, fous 
Ies mains des families, au danger d'etre dechires, detcriorcs ou de 
perir meme par accident? Enfin, si les cures n'etaient pas retenus 
par des confiderations de prudence et de charite, que de traits 
n'auraient-ils pas it eitel', pOllr montrer Je danger d'introduire 
certains caracteres equivoq'.les dans Ie corps refpectable des mar
guilliers? On peut encore ajouter, que files cures ont plus d'in
fluence fur les affaires de leurs Fabriques, ce font auffi eux qui ont 
.Ie plus a creur leur interet. n n'y a pas un feul cure qui epargne 
fes foins, fa bourfe pour leur amelioration. Tous les ctrangers qui 
viennent en ce pays font furpris "t a(l:;",ateal's de la bonne tenue, 
de la decoration, et, on peut dire, de la {omptuofite d'L1n grand 
nombre d'eglifes; or, n'eO:-ce pas au ze Ie du clerge que cela eO: 
principalement dli? au gout, a l'emulation qu'il a fu exciter dans 
les paroiffes? S'aviferait-on de plaindre les depenfes que ces em
belliifemens occafionnent? Ah! fi jamais la Province fe trouve 
oberee et infolv:-lble, qu'on n'attnbue pas ce deficit aux depenfes du 
culte; mais a l'immenfe quantite de liqueurs fortes; et Ii quel
ques fommes font detournees de ce gouffre de depenfe, n'eH:-ce 
pas un avant age fous un double rapport? Que les cures ceifent 
d'avoir les yeux ouverts fur les objets de depenfe; qu'ils ceffent de 
s'occuper des moyens de faire profiter les revenus, et les paroio
fiens fentiront alors la confequence de les avoir decourages, et mis 
de cote, dans une geO:ion dont ils avaient to ute la peine, et dont 
Ie principal avantage ctait pour Ie pub1ic. Au reO:e, ce danger 
des aifemblees nombreufes me pal'ai't beaucoup plus grand a l'egard 
des elections, dans la difpoiition actuelle des efprits, que pour les 
comptes. J e ne vois pas de grands inconven,iens (~~ il p~ut reful~ 
ter des avantages de la pratique oppofec,) a ce qu 11 y alt pl~s. d e 
temoins de la reddition des comptes, ponn7 u que les margUllllerq 
feuls puiifent les allouer ; et en mon particulier, j'aurais ~efire 
que tous ceux qui pouvaient avail' de~ dC'utes ~ur les c~m~t;s que 
j'avais tenus, puifent y avoir acc(:s : Je les y al meme mvlttS plu~ 
fieurs fois. 
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:arise from the contrary practice,) that there may be more wit .. 
nesses to the rendering of accounts, provided that the MarguiJ. 
liers alone allow them, and I should always, individually, wish 
that all who had any doubts as to the accounts I kept, should have 
access to them :-1 ha ve indeed feveral times begged them to do 
so. 

12. If it should appear to be expedient to call other perions 
besides the Marguilliers to the Fabriqua meetings, either for the 
rendering of accounts or for the election of MarguiIJiers, they 
should be none but Notables. But who are thole Notables? 
According to the most natural and truest acceptation, a Notable, 
denotes a perfon of consideration, that is to fay, one distinguished 
either by his rank in society, or by his situation: now all occupy
ing landholders can not be indiscriminately fo denominated. 
Where equality exists, there can be no Notability. No, never; 
the law could never mean by Notables the greater number of the 
Inhabitants of a Parish. This would be making such a law ridi
culous and abfurd. According to law, the Notable5 should form 
but a small number. It would not be difficult to distinguish them 
in Cities; but, in the Country, who could they be? In my hum
ble opinion, they should be, 1st, the Seigneurs of the Parish; 
2d, the Members of the Legislature; 3d, the Magistra,tes; 4th, 
the Captains and superior Officers of Militia, (all Catholics.) 
As to professional perfons such as Notaries, Physicians, &c. thefe 
are often young men who come to endeavour to settle themselves, 
and at the elld of one or two years go elfewhere. Would it not 
be more improper to admit them than elderly landholders who 
are not Notables? At least don't let them be admitted till after 
a residence of ten years in the Parish. If it were desirable to 
extend still farther the right of suffrage, might not twelve other 
Parishioners be added from amongst the most consequencial, and 
from amongst the class of thole from whom the Marguilliers are 
selected when they are appointed, and who might be called. As
sesors to the Irabrique? There are indeed other individuals, ap
pointed either by the authorities or by the people, fuch as In
spectors of Roads. of Drains, &c., but thefe, however much they 
may be appointed as adequate to perform thofe functions, are they 
fit for the office of Marguilliers? For, for this species of office, 
great talents are not required, but certain indispensable moral 
qualifications in ordet: to do good in it. Finally, without pretend
ing to display all possible syst'ems, and leaving to -the wisdom of 
the Legislature to make choic~ of that which may be most con-
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I )2: S'il parailrait expedient, d'appeler, avec les margnilliersJ 
~ autres perfonnes aux affemblees de Fabrique, foit pour la reddi_ 
tlO~ ~es comptes, foit pour I'election des'marguilliers, Ct! ne de
vralt etre que des notables. Mais quels {eront ces notables! Se
I~n l'acception la plus naturelle et Ia plus vraie, un notable, fig_ 
mfie une perfonne remarquable, c'esl-a-dire, diftinguee fait par 
fon rang dans la fociete, foit par fon emploi: ainu ne peuvent pas 
etre indistinctement tous les proprietaires tenanciers. Oil il ya 
egalite, il n'y a plus de notabilite. Non, jamais la loi n'a voulu 
eo.tendre par notables, la plus grande partie des habitans d'une pa
rOlffe. Ce ierair pr~ter a cette loi un ridicule et une abfurdite. 
Les notables, felon cette loi, ne doivent former qu'un bien petit 
nombre. II ne fer;;;it pas diffici!e de It:!s defigner dans les villes ; 
mais, 'dans les campagnes, quels pourraient-ils etre! Selon man 
humble opinion, ce ferait, 1 0 les feign~urs de paroiffe ; 2 0 les 
membres de la legiflature; 3 0 les magiftrats; 4 0 les capitaines 
de milice et officiers fuperieurs; (tous catho1iques.) Quant aux 
gens de profeffion, comme notaires, docteurs, etc, ce font fou
vent des jeunes gens qui viennent effayer un etabliffement, et qui, 
au bout d'un ou deux ans, s'en vont ai.lleurs. Neferait-il pas in
convenant de les admettre plut6t que d'anciens proprietaires qui 
ne [eront pas notables? A mains qu'on ne les y admis qu~apres 
dix ans de refiJence dans la paroiffe. Si I'on voulait etendre en
core p:us Ie droit de fuffrages, ne pourrait-on pas y joindre 12 au
tres paroiffiens, des plus confiderables, et de la claffe de ceux 
d'ou I'on tire les marguilJiers, a la nomination des marguilliers, et 
qui feraient appeles affelfeurs de Ia Fabrique. II efi, a la verite 
d'autres individus, nommes fait par l'autorite, fait par Ie peuple, 
tels que les infprcteurs des chemins, des faires, etc., mais tels re. 
plJtes et choifis comme tres-capables d'exe-rcer ces fonctions, fe
ront ... Hs Rropres a I'office de marguilliers ? car pour ce genre d'of
nee, ce ne font pas de grands talfms qui font requis, mais certaines 
qualifications morales, indifpenfables pour y faire Ie bien. En un 
mot, fanspretendre expofer tous les fystemes pollibles, et hiitrant 
a la fagetre de la Ugiflatute d'adopter Ie 1'101 conforme 11 l'ufage 
r~~u, luivi et eprouve, je me contenterai d'ajoutert pour conelu-

2Q 
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formable to received ufages, followed and proved, I will satisfy 
myfelf by adding, in conclusion, that it would be ~till better to let 
the alterations that are to be made mature themfdves for some 
time, than at {)nce to adopt entirely ~ new meafllre which might 
have irremeciably vexatious consequences: a meafure which is 
called for but by a fmall number compared to thofe who do not 
complain of the prefent order of things, a meafure which would 
only yield a triumph to a few busy individuals, by placing them in 
situations, for which, after all, they care little, in order to excllJde 
from them peaceful citizens who are well qUllified to take in 
hand the interests of the Fabriques, fo essentially connected with 
the Religion for which they are instituted. Let me be permitted 
in requesting the gentlemen of the Committee to excufe the pro
lixity of my anfwers, to allege, that though I have shewn so much 
repugnance to an extension of suffrages beyond fuch bounds as I 
think requisite for the maintainance of good order, I am not the 
more a partizan of arbitrary rule, or, to ufe the language of the 
day, of abfoilltism. Let nothing be effected by the will of one 
alone, or of a sma\] number, but let none other but the chiefs and 
the soundest part of the community be called to manage the af
fairs of the community. It is in relation to the suffrages of an 
assemblage of a whole Parish, a heterogeneous assemblage, in 
more than one refpect, that we may perceive that non numeran(ur 
sed ponderanlur. 

IN. RAIMBAULT. 
Nicolet, 26th February, 183 I. 

Parish if St. Ours. 

1. J an~wer that ~t is c~iefly the old and new Marguilliers who 
take part III the delIberations of the Fabrique meetings: the Nota
bles ~ave regularly ?e.en summoned to them, especially for the 
ele.ctlOns of MargUllhers, and at the rendering of accounts; the 
Seigneurs of the pl.ace has been lpecially invited; amongst the' 
Notables convoked. m globo, I feldom faw any; I only saw young 
persons, andfometlmes day-labourers; 
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fion, qu'iI vaudrait el~co~e mieux ,1ailfer mllrir p~ndant quelque 
temps les changemens a faue, que d adopter precifement line nou
velle mefure, qui pourrait a\'oir des fuites facheufes et irreme~ 
diables; une mefnre qui n'eft reclamee que par un petit nombre, 
compare a ceux qui ne fe plaignent point de I'ordre actuel des 
chofes, une mefure qui ne ferait que pour faire triompher quel
ques individus remuans, en Jes introduifant dans des places, dont 
a pres tout, ils font peu de cas, pour en exclure des citoyens pai
fib les et vraiment qualifies, pour avoir en mains I'interet des Fa
briques, fi efi'entiellement lie avec ]a religion, pour laquelle e1!es 
font inftituees. Qll'il me foit perm is, en priant MM. du Comite 
d'excufer la prolixite de mes reponfes, d'affirmer que, pour avoir 
montre tant de repugnance pour une extenfion de {uft-rages au
dela des limites que je crois propres a maintenir Ie bon ordn', je 
n'en fuis pas plus partifan de l'arbitraire ou pOllr parler 1& langage 
du jour, de j'abfolutifme. Q.ue rien ne ie falfe par la volante J'un 
feul, au d'un petit nombre, mais auffi qu'il n'y aie que les chefs 
'et la partie la plua faine et la plus fensee de la f.mille appelee a 
en regir les biens. C'eft a I'egard des iuffrages d'une reunion de 
toute une paroiife, reunion hcterogene fous plus d'un rapport; 
qu'on peut voir 1l0111lIlrl1Crantur, sed pOllderantar, 

IN. RAIMBAULT. 
Nicolet, 26 Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Ours. 

1. J e reponds que ce font principalement les anciens et nou
veaux marguilliers qui prennent part au~ ~eJ!be~:~tions des alfeLl~~ 
blees de la Fabrique; les notables y ont etc re.g~tlereme!1t appele.s 
e~ admis, furtout pour .les elec(ion~ des ma:~Uljlier.s d" a la red~l
tlOn des comptes; Ie felgneur du ILCU y a ete p~rtlculiere:nent lll
vite; parmi les notables convoques in globo, Je n'en al pr~fque 
pas appers;u ; je n'y ai vu que des jeunes gens; quelque f<lls des 
journaliers. 



316 

2. This cullom has been established for forty years; there hai 
been no change in it. 

S. I· do not know \vhat was the cullom with respect to the 
election of Marguilliers, and to the rendering of accounts, before 
the Conquest of the Country, and from that time tm forty years 
ago: I am not, nor have I ever been in possession of any docu
ment, which would enable me to give the Committee any in .. 
formation on this fubject in general. 

4. If the Notable Inhabitants did not take part in the Fabrique 
deliberations. it was their own fault. 

5. Sometimes; perhaps five or six times in forty years ther~ 
has been fome change in the mode of convocation, made at the 
Sermon, and fuch changes were in confequence of infiructions, or 
rather to advice given by the ecclesiafiical authorities. 

6. At the elections of Marguilliers, I have received the vote$ 
of other perfons besides thafe of the old and new Marguilliers; 
but they were far from being Notables. excepting the Seigneurs 
of the place. 

7. From 1792, when I took possession of the cure of St. Ours, 
I have always convoked the Fabrique meetings, as well on ordin
ary occasions, as for the rendering of accounts, as follows :-" l 
request the old and new Marguilliers, as well as tbe Notables of 
the Pari.h to meet at the Sacrifi:y. at the clofe of tbe Parocbial 
Mass." 

8. I have llated, that, since 1792, I have always, excepting five 
or six times, to my knowledge, calJed the Notables to tbe Fa
brique meetings, efpecially for tbe election of MarguilIiers. 

9. In the first year of my priefi:hood I officiated for three years 
at the new Parish of Ste. Then:fe de Blainville: as near as I can 
recollect, I followed the fame mode there as to the meetings of 
that Fabrique as at St. Ours. 

10. The Landholders of my Parish have never 'had occasion to 
complain of having been excluded from the Fabriql1e meetings, 
as they have almost always been calIe.d to them, and were never 
excluded. 

11. I am convinced that if all the InhaJitants who are Notable 
on account of thei~ property and wealth, participated, if they wer; 
cal!ed, and had a nght ~o attend the Fabrique meetings, peace ana 
uOion would hardly eXist there: fo many heads, fo many divers 
opinions; 

12. In cafe the Notable Inhabitants have to take part in the 
Fabrique meetings, in my humble opinion, the S~igneurs of the 
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2. Cet ufage eft etabli depuis 40 ans; il n'y a eu aUCUI1 c:hange
ment . 
. ,. 3. Avant I~ ~ol1quiHe du pays et depuis ce temps jufqu'a 40, 
J I~nore qu~l. etalt l'ufage par r~pport a. l'election des marguilliers 
et a la reddulOn des comptes : Je ne fUis et je n'ai jamais ete en 
pOlTeffion d'aucun docum€pt qui me mette a me me de donner des 
renfeignemens au Comite fur ce fujet en general. 

4. Si les habitans notables n'ont point fait partie des aff'emblees 
de Fabrique, cela a dependu d'eux. 

5. Que:que fois, peut etre 50u 6 fois depuis 40 ans, it y a eu 
quelque changement dans Ie mode de la convocation faite au 
prone, et ces changemt:ns font dus a quelques injonctions, ou 
plut6t a quelques conreils d'autorites ecclefiastiques. 

6. J'ai re<;u a l'election de marguil'iers, les votes d'autres per
{onnes que des anciens et nouveaux marguilliers; mais elles etaient 
bien loin d'etre notables, excepte Ie feigneur du lieu. 

7. Depuis 1792 que j'ai pris poff'effion de la cure de St. Ours, 
j'ai toujours convoque Ie;;; aff'embIees de Fabrique, tant dans les cas 
erdinaires, que pour la reddition des .. omptes, comme fuit: " Je 
prie les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers, ainu que les notables de 
cette paroiife, de s'aff'embler a la Sacriltie, a l'iff'ue de la Meff'e 
paroiffiale." 

8. J'ai dit que depuis 1792, j'ai pre1que toujours, excepte 50u 
6 fDis, a ma connaiff'ance, appele les notables aux aff'emblees de 
Fabrique, funout pour l'election des marguilliers. 

9. Dans mes premieres annees de pretriIe, j'ai deff'ervi pendant 
trois ans la nouvelle Paroiff'e de Ste. Therefe de Blainville : autant 
que je peux m'en rappeler, j'ai fuivi la meme marche, quant aux: 
aff'emblees de cette Fabrique, qu'a St. Ours. 

10. Les proprietaires de rna paroiff'e n'ont jamais eu lieu de fe 
plaindre d'avoir ete exclus des aJfemblees de Fabrique, puifqu'ils 
ont ete prefque tOlljours appeles et jamais exclus. 

1 I. J e fuis convaincu que la pa,rticipation de to us les habitans 
notables par leurs fonds et par leurs richeff'es, s'ils etaient appeles 
et avaiwt droit d'affister aux dlunbl,,2s de Fabrique, la paix et 
]a concorde n'yregneraient gueres ; autant de t~tes, autant d'o-
pinions diver~es.. .. . 

12. Dans Ie caS ou les habltans notables devralent partlCtper aul' 
afiemblees de Fabrique, dans lOon humble opinion, le feigneur de 
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Parishes, and the fenior Officers of Militia, should alone be called 
to, and admitted into thofe meetings. 

HEBERT, Priest. 
St. Ours, 26th February, 183], 

Parish if St. Ours du St. Esprit. 

1. For the election of the Marguilliers, and the rendering of 
the accounts of the faid Marguilliers, and for any other discussion 
as to the employment of the funds of the Fabrique, the old and 
new Marguilliers alone have been called to the :Fabrique meet
ings, and it has never been the cufl:om to admit the Notable In
habitants to them. 

2. This cufl:om has continued the fame for feventeen years, as 
may be made 'manifest by all the Minutes of the elections of Mar
guilliers, of the rendering of accounts. and of feveral other dis~ 
cussions relative to the affairs of the Fabrique. During the first 
six following years, of the twenty three years that this Parish has 
been conoidered as a Parish, meetings of the Inhabitants were 
called for the election of the Marguilliers alone, but not for the 
rendering of the accounts.. Since 1817, the minutes of .the meet
ings only make mention of the old and new Marguilliers. 

3. 4, I know of no anfwer to give to the third and fourth 
quefl:ions. 

5. As to the change which took place in calling only the old 
and new Marguilliers, in lieu of the Inhabitants at large, I think 
it arofe only from a change in the mode of convocation ufed by 
my prede_cessors at the Sermon. 

6. I never received at the election of MarguilIiers the votes of 
any other perfons than thofe of the old and new Marguilliers. 

7. I always in perf on convoked the Fabrique meetings, as well 
on ordinary occasions, as for the rendering of accounts and the 
election of Marguilliers. ' 

8. I never called the Notables to the Fabrique meetings in my 
Parish. 
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Ia paroilfe et lea plus anciens officiers de milice feraicnt les [euls 
qui devraicmt etre appeles aces alfemblees et y etre admis. 

HEBERT, Ptre. 
St. Ours, 2<5 Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Ours du St. Esprit. 

1. Pour i'election des marguilliers ~t la reddition des comptes 
des dits memes marguilliers, et pour toute autre deliberation, OU 
il a pu s'agir de i'emp10i des deniers de la Fabrique, les [euls mar
guilliers anciens et nouveaux ont Ete convoques en alfemblee, et 
jamais les habitans notables ont eu l'ufage d'y etre admis. 

2. Cd ulage a conftamment ere Ie meme depuis dix-/ept ans, 
comme on peut e\ idemment Ie faire voir par to us les actes d'e\ec
tion des marguilliers, de la reddition des comptes et de plufieurs 
autres deliberations pour affaires de Fabriqlles. Depllis 23 ans que 
cette paroilfe.ci a commence a hre confideree comme paroilfe, 
durant les fix premieres annees con/ecutives, les habitans etaient 
appeles en alfemblce pour I' election dll marguillier feulement, mais 
non pas a la reddition des cumptes. Depuis 1817, tous les actes 
d'alfemblee ne font mention que des marguilliers anciens et nou
veaux. 

3. et 4. Je ne connais point de reponfe pour Ia troifieme et la 
quatrcieme queftioll. 

5. Quant au changement qui s'eft fait en n'appelant que les 
marguilliers anciens et nouveaux au lieu des habitans en general, 
je penre qu'il n'eft du qU'a un changement dans Ie mode de la con
vocation faite au prone par mes prcdeceffeurs. 

6. Je n'ai jamais re<;u a l'election de marguilliers, les votes d'au
tres per[onnes que des anciens et nouveaux marguilliers. 

7. J 'ai toujours fait moi-meme la convocation des alfemblees de 
Fabrique, tant dans Ies cas ordinaires Ilue pour la reddition des 
comptes et I'election des marguiIliers. . 

8. Je n'aijilmais appele les notables aux alfemblees de FabrJque 
dans rna paroilfe. 
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9. I was a Missionary in the GUlph in the District of Gaspe, 
and I obferved the fame cufi'oms there as !J.ere. 

10. I have no knowledge that any of the IInhabitants or Land. 
holders of my Parish have complained of being excluded from the 
Fabrique meetings. or have caken any freps in this refpect. I am 
fure there has been no decision of any Courts, as to that matter, 
for this Parish. 

11. As the Honourable Houfe of Assembly wish to alIow me 
to give my opinion as to the participation of the Notable Inhabi
tants in tlie Fabrique meetings, on certain occasions, I would take 
the liberty of remarking that I should look upon the passing of a 
law giving a right to all the Notable Inhabitant? of a Parish to 
assist at the Fabrique meetings as a great misfClrtune: this would 
be giving rife to as many parties, difputes, and diforders, all are 
often feen at the elections of the Members of the Assembly; 
especially when the election of a new Marguillier came in que/tion ; 
then the intrigues would have free scope, each Range or Conces
sion would desire to have the Marguillier from amongst them
sdves: what confusion should we nGt ,hen fee! 

12. I am well perfuaded tbat the Legi~lature, if they will have 
regard to the most general custom in this Country, will not pass 
any law that would only be. pleasillg to a certain number of un .. 
quiet disturbers fuch as are to be found in every Parish. 

C. TH. CARON, Priest, Cure
St. Ours du St. Esprit, 

ht March, I83!. 

Parish 0/ St. Paschal de Kamouraska. 

I. The Parish of St. Pa~ch~l de Kamouraska has only been erected 
fo~ three ye.ars, and ~he Pa~shlOners have always taken part in the Fa. 
bnque meetings, durmg these three years~ on account of the small num
ber of Marguil1iers elected since the erection: This answer I shou~d 
think wiH do for the six first questions. 

7. The terms used by the Quebec Ritual are.-:-CI the old and Ilew 
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9. J'ai etc en million fur Ie Golfe, dans Ie Dill:rict de Gafpe, 
et j'ai garde Ii! les memes utages qu'ici. 

10. J e n'ai el1 aucune connaifIance que quelques-uns des habi. 
tans ou proprietaires de ma paroiife fe [oient plaints d'ctre exclus 
des aifembles de Fabrique, ou aient adopte quelques demarches it 
cet egard. Je [uis certain qu'il n'y a eu aucune deci(ion de cours 
fur ce fujet, pour cette paroifle. 

11. Puifque I'Honorable Chambre d' Aifemblee veut bien me 
permettre de donner mon opinion fur la participation des habitans 
notables aux aifemblees de Fabrique, en certains cas, je prendrai 
la liberte d'obferver que je confidererais comme un grand malheur 
la paifation d'une loi qui donnerait droit a tous les habitans nota
bles d'une paroiife d'affister aux aifemblees de Fabrique ; ce ferait 
vouloir donner lieu a autant de cabales, de chicanes et de defordres 
qu'il s'en voit frequemment aux elections des membres de la 
Chambre; quand il s'agirait furtout de l'election d'un nouveau 
marguillier, c'eft alors que les cabaleurs auraient beau champ, cha
que rang ou conceffion pretendrait avoir ie marguillier chez [oi : 
quel bouleverfement ne verrait-on pas alors ! 

12. Je [uis tres-perfuade que la Legillature,fi elle veut bien s'en 
rapporter a l'u[age Ie plus commun en ce pays, ne paffera aucune 
loi qui ne pourrait ~tre bien vue que par un certain nombre d'es
prits remuans et perturbateurs qui fe trouvent dans quelques pa
roiifes. 

C. TH. CARON, Ptre. Cure. 
De St. Ours du St. Efprit, 

ler Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Paschal de Kamouraska. 

1. La Paroisse de St. Paschal de Kamouraska n'est erigee que de puis 
trois ans, et les paroissiens ont toujours pris part aux assemblees de Fa
brique pendant cee trois annees, it raispn du trop petit nombre de mar
guilliers elus depuis I'erection. Cette reponse, ce me semble suffit aux 
six premieres questions. 

7. Le& termes usites du Rituel de Quebec son! : " Lea marguilliers 
2R 
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Marguilliers ar'! requested", &c. without conve?ing any other per
son. 

8. I never called but one meeting, and in the terms prescribed by the 
Ritual. 

9. I never officiated any where but here. 
lO. No complaint could have been made ;-the whole Parish took part 

in the deliberations. 
11. My opinion is that the MarguilIiers alone ought to have the mao 

nagement of the affairs of the Fabrique; and these are the reasons, 1st. 
ror good order, and for the dispatch of business. 2d.-If the business 
is to be conducted by the Parish, the Marguilliers would be useless. 3d. 
Intrigue and private interest would seat men upon the' official bench, 
who are unfit, to say nothing more. 4th.-Because in my Parish, all 
must he considered as Notables, or there would be none at all. 

12. By Notables I should understand, 1st, Landholders in the Pa. 
rish; 2d, Persons of understanding; 3d, Persons holding Commissions 
under Government. 

GEO. DEROME, Priest, 
Cure of St. Paschal de Kamouraska. 

'28th February, 183 I. 

Parish qf St. Paul. 

1. The old and new Marguilliers are alone convoked and admitted at 
the Fabrique meetings. 

2. A custom established since the erection of the Church in 1';'97. 
:rhe1e is but one Minute made by the first Cure which is contrary to 
It. 

6. I have never received the votes of any other persons than of the old 
and new Marguilliers. 

7. " The old and new MargniIliers are requested," &c. 
11. If the Notables were admitted to the meetings, it would be the 

sallie at the election of Marguil!iers, as at that of Representatives; 
money and intrigue would often carry the election. 

12. I understand by. Notables, the Seigneur of the Parish, and the 
commissioped Officers under Government. 

FR. DE BELLEFEUILLE, Priest. 
St; Pl\uJ, 3d March, 1831. 
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anciens et nouveaux: sont pries, etc." sans con'Voquer aucune autre per
sonne. 

8. Je n'ai convoque d'assembJee qn'une seule fois, et dans lee termes 
usiles du Rituel. 

9. Je n'ai jamais desservi ailleurs qu'ici. 
10. A ucttne plainte n'a pu etre faite, toute la paroisse prenant part 

anx deliberations. 
IL Man opinion est que les marguilliers seuls devraient gerer les af

Faires de la Fabrique j voici pour quelles raisons: 1::> Le bon ordre et 
l'expedition des affaires; 2 0 Si les affaires etaient conduites par la pa
Toisse, Ie corps des marguilliers serait inutile ; 3 0 La cab ale et les in
terets particuliers mettr~ient dans Ie banc des hommes incapables, pour 
ne rien dire de plus; 4 0 Parce que, dans rna paroisse, tOllS devraient 
iltre consideres comme notables, ou, il n'y en allrait pas du tout. 

12. Par notables,j'elltendrais, 1 0 Des proprielaires dans la paroisse ; 
2 0 Des personnes instruites 3 0 Des personnes commissionnees par 
Ie gouvernement. 

GEO. DEROME, Ptre. 
Cure de St. Paschal de Kamouraska. 

28 Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Paul. 

I. Les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers seuls sont convoques et adruis 
aux assemblees de Fabrique. 

2. Usage etabli depuis l'etablisffement de l'eglise, 1797, on ne trouve 
qu'un acte du premier cure qui soit contraire. 

6. Jalnais je n'ai refiu les votes d'autres personnes que des anciens et 
nouveaux rnarguilliers. . . ., 

7' J.es anciens et nouveaux margUllhers sont pnes, etc. . , 
11. Si les notables etaient admis aux assemblees, il en seralt de l'e

Iection des marguilliers comme de celles des representans, Bouvent ce se. 
rait I'argent, Ia cabale qui feraient l'elect.ion. . 

12. Je comprends par notables Ie seigneur de la parOl sse, et lea offi-
ciers commissionnes du gouvernemeut. 

FRDE J3ELL!:FEUILLE Ptre, 
St. Paul, :3 Man ISSI .. 
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Parish of St. Philippe. 

1. The persons who take part in the deliberations of the Fabrique, 
are the old and new MarguiIliers. 

2. When I entered upon my cure, twenty years ago, I enquired of my 
predecessor who composed the Fabrique meet,ings? he answered me 
" the old and new Marguilliers." I followed thIs custom. I know of 
no change; so I can not point out any periods of any. 

3. The first entry in our Registers is of the 18th Marc~, 1751. I 
am the fourth Curate of this Parish. The first, from 1751 tIll 1799, has 
left in the Registers; first; " Election of a Trustee"; then" Election 
of Marguilliers at the meeting- convoked at the Sermon." The second 
Cure, from 1807 to 1810, entitles his Registers, " meeting of old and 
new Marguilliers." And since 1810 until now, the Registers are en. 
titled, as those my predecessors were, " meeting of old and new Mar. 
guilliers. " 

4,. I do not see that any other inhabitants but the Marguil!iers have 
assisted at the Fabrique meetings since the Trustees at the erection of the 
Parish; thus I do not see that the Notables attended, nor on what ac· 
count t hey ceased to do so, if that is the case. 

5. Not knowing of any change, I do not know to what cause such 
might be ascribed, nor the period when it may have taken place. 

6. I never received any other votes than the votes of the old and new 
Marguilliers. 

7. I have yet bad but one formula for convoking the Fabrique meet. 
ings :-it is this: " Messieurs the old and new Marguilliers are requested 
to meet at the Sacristy, at the sound of the bell, at the close of Grand 
Mass, :0 proceed to the election of a new Marguillier-to receive .he 
accounts of N., Marguillier in office for the year 18 •. -for deliberat. 
ing on the affairs of the FaQrique." 

8. I have never called them, therefore I never can have ceased to call 
them, either at such a time, or for such a reason, or by such an order. 

9. 1 can not recollect positively enough to answer this. 
10. 1 have 1I0t heard any of these complaints, nor that any steps have 

been taken in this respect, nor that any Court has intervened on the 
slAbject. 

11. I can scarcely give a well founded opinion, because it is impossi. 
ble for me to foresee, whether the benefit of altering the customs would 
be recompensed by that which the admission of the Notables might pro. 
dllce. _ 

12. Not knowing to what degree of respectability the title of Nota
ble should be given, I would no~ ~ish to interfere in fixing the mode of 
admitting them. If the Margullhers arc no lODger to choose Successor 
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Paroisse de St. Philippe. 

1. Les.p~rsonnes qui prennent part aux deliberatious de Fabrique sont 
les margUllhers anciens et nouveaux. 

2. En ellt~ant dans la ~ure il y a vingt ans, je demandai a man prede
ces~eur de qUI se composalent les assemblees de Fabrique ; il me dit ' des 
an~len6 et nouveaux marguilliers.' J'ai suivi cet usage. Je ne connais 
pOlllt de changement; ainsi, je n'en connais point les epoques. 

3 •. ~e premIer acte de nos regitres est du 18 mars 1751. Je suis Ie 
quatneme cnre de cette paroisse. Le premier, depuis 1751 jnsqu'a 
1799 . a laisse dans les regitres, d'abord ' election de syndic ;' en suite 
• election de marguillier dans l'assemblee convoquee au prone.' Le se
cond cure de 1799 a 1807 parait avoir suivi son predecesseur dans la 
formule de ses actes, au l'on trouve 'assemblee convoquee au prone.' 
Le troisieme cure, de 1807 a 1810 inscrit sesactes 'assemblee de mar
guilliers anciens et nouveaux.' Et de puis J 810 jusqu'a ce jour, les actes 
sont inscrits c.omme c~ux de mon predecesseur 'assemblee de marguil-
liers anciens et nouveaux.' . 

4. Je ne vois point que d'autres habitans que les marguilliers aient as· 
si&te aux aasemblees de Fabrique depuis lea syndics a l'etablissement de la 
.paroisse ; ainsi je ne vOls ni si les notables y ant assiste, ni pour quelle 
cause ils auraient cesse, si c'est Ie cas. 

5. Ne connaissant point de changement, je ne sais ni a qui il serait du, 
Ili Je temps au i1 aurait eu lieu. 

6. Je n'ai jamais re<;u d'autre vote que les votes des marguiiliers an
ciens et nouveaux. 

7. J e n'ai encore eu qu'une formule de faire la convocation des assem· 
bJees de Fabrique; c'est celle-ci: MM. les marguilliers anciens et nou
veaux sont pries de s'assembler ala Sacristie, au ,on de la cloche, a l'is· 
sue de la Grand' Messe, pour y proceder 11 I'election d'un nouveau mar
guilher-recevoir les c.vmptes de N_, marguillier en charge de l'annee mil· 
huit-cent ... , deliberer sur lea affaires de Ja Fabrique. 

8. Je ne les y ai jamais appeles, ainsi je n'ai jamais cesse de les y appe. 
ler, ni en tel temps, ni par telle rai&on, ni par tel ordre. 

9. Je ne w'er: rappelle point assez positivement pour y repondre. 
] O. Je n'ai point entendu de ces plaintes, ni qu'on ail adopte de de· 

marches a c.et egard, ni qu'aucune cour soit intervenue a ce sujet. 

11. Je ne peux guere en avoir d'opinion fondee, parce q~'il m'est im: 
possible de preVail' si l'avantage de changer les usages seralt compense 
par celui que pourrait procurer l'admission des notables. 

12. Ne connaissant a quel degre de re~pectabilite d~ns la so~iete ?oit 
~t~e donne Ie titre de notable, je ne voudrals pas me meier de determmer 
Ie mode de les admettre. Si lei marguilliers ne sont plus capable! de se 



326 

to themselves on the Bench, as they have hitherto done, or to receive the 
account& which they have rendered to their predecessors, I could not 
perhaps designate Notabl~s.enough to supply th~ incapacity of the Mar
guilliers. If the MargU1ll1er~ are as fit as t~el.r p~edecessors, I should 
perhaps point Ollt too many Notabl~s: My oplOlen ~s, th~t ~:;y Lord t.he 
Bishop of Quebec, who has been WrItIng to us on thlS subject, cuuld give 
the Committee a better founded opinion. 

PIGEON, Priest. 
St. Philippe, 10th March, 1831. 

Parish if S( Pierre, Island if Orleans. 

1. The Margullliers alene take part in the ordinary deliberations. 
When the matter relates to undertakings that may require extraordinary 
contributions, all the landholders are called in. 

2. From 1797, the MlOlltes of the election of the Marguilliers are 
conceived in these terms, " At a meeting of the. old and new Marguil
liers was elected." &c. 

3. Before that period, and going back to that of the erection of the 
Parish, we usually find: " At a meeting of the J nhabitants or of the 
Parishioners." I have not foulJd any thing in the documents of the Fa
brique relative to this change. The Minutes of the rendering of accounts, 
very differently, uniformly begin: ,. Account rendered by N., to the 
Marguilliers--ill presence of N. N. N., Marg'uilliers" : yet sometimes 
there is added, "and of N. N., Inhabitants of this Parisll, taken as 
witnesses" ; but which is vert seldom. In the same manner the ac
counts were rendered to the Marguilliers alone, as well before the Ces
sion of Canada to Great Britain, as afterwal ds. 

4. It appears that when the body of Marguilliers had become num~r
ous enough, for constituting a meeting, adequate for the purpose, the 
other Parishioners ceased to attend there, and were discontinued to be 
called; I have not heard the Elders say that the ParishIOners had ever 
assisted at the ordinary meetings. 

5. I can say nothing as to the mode of convocation; but since 1797, 
it appears by the Minutes that the ·old and new Marguilliers were alone 
called togeth~r for e1ectiong.. Before that the Minutes say nothing as to 
the convocatIon. No authollty appears to have intervened on this Bub. 
ject. . 
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choisir de Sllccesseurs dans Ie bane, comme ils !'ont fait J' usqll'ici ni d . d' , e 
rece~oJr .es con:ptes qU'lls ont I'endus a leurs pl'edecesseurs, je ne de-
termlOeralS peut.etr~.pas assez .d~ notables pour remedier it I'incapacite 
des ~arg~lliIers. A lSI les margulliIets valent leurs predecesseurs, je de
termlOeraiS peut.etre tro? de notable,. Mon opinion est que Monsei
gneur de Quebec, qui vient de nous e;crire a ce sujet pourrait donner 
au Comite nne opinion plus fondee. ' 

St. Philippe, 10 Mars 1831. 
PIGEON, Ptre, 

Paroisse de St. Pierre, fle d'Orleans. 

1. Les sellls margllilliers prennent part aux deliberations ordinaires. 
Lorsqu'il s'agit d'entreprises qui peavent requerir des contributions ex
traordinaires, tons les proprietaires sont appeles. 

2. Depuis 1797, les actes d'elections des marguilliere sont ainsi con
c;us : "A une assemblee des anciens et des nouveaux margui\licrs a ete 
elu, etc." 

S. Avant cette epoque, en remontant jusqu'a I'etablissement de cette 
paroisse, on lit generalement : " A une assemblee des hahitans au des pa
roissiens." Je n'ai rien trouve dans les papiers de la Fabrique sur ce 
changernent. L'acte de la reddition des cornptes bien different commence 
uniforme:nent : " Compte que rend N. aux marguilliers, en presence 
de N. N. N. marguilliers;" il y est pourtant quelque fois ajoute : " et de 
N. N. habitans de cette paroisse pris pour temoins ;" ce qui est bi(ln rare. 
Ainsi avant la cession du pays a la Grande·Bretagne, comme depuis, les 
comptes se rendaient aux seuls marguilliers. 

4. Il semblerait que quand Ie corps des marguilliers a ete assez nom
breux pour former nne assemblee suffisante, les aut res paroi~siens aurant 
cessc d'y venir, et I'on aura cesse de les y appeler ; je n'ai point entendu 
dire aux anciens que tous les paroissiens aient jamais assiste aux assem
blees ordinaires. 

5. Je ne puis Tien dire sur Ie mode de convocation; mais depuis 1797, 
il parait par les actes que les marguilliers anciens et nouveaUi> ctaient les 
seuls appeles pour les elections. Auparavant l'acte ne parle point de 
convocation. Aucune autorite ne paralt etre intervenue sur ce sujet. 



6. Never has anyone, to my knowledge, except the Marguillien, 
offered himself at the 01 dinary meetings. 

7. This is my form of convocation :-" Mebsieurs the old and new 
Marguilliers are requested to meet at the Sacristy, at the close of Mass, 
to proceed to the election of a new Marguillier, or to settle the accounts 
of the Fabrique." 

8. I have never called any but the Marguilliers to the ordinary meet
ings. 

9. In the Missions and other Parishes where I have officiated, I fol. 
lowed the same practice as here, and I found it established there as it is 
here. 

10. I have not heard it said, that there were ever any complaiuts on 
this subject. 

11. I should like to leave the answer to this question to such as pos
sess more knowledge and experience: yet as the Committee do not leave 
me at liberty to be silent on the subject, I will state my humble opinion. 
lst.-The Parishioners ought to take a special share in the discussions 
which relate to the employment of the funds of the Church, beyond their 
usual destination, which is the interior embellishment of the Church; or 
when the matter related to undertakings which might call for extra con· 
tributions. 2d.-The partitipation of the landholders in the election of 
the Marguilliers is indeed in conformity with our Constitution, yet is 
difficult to be put into practical effect in the large Parishes; the incon
veniences are so manifest that Notables are only in general spoken of; 
these might be useful in sllch meetings, they would afford a more extended 
participation to the Parishioners, in the affairs which concern them, and 
in new Parishes they would constitute a meeting wanted for the appoint
ment of the Marguilliers. 3d.-For regulating the accounts th~re 
would be old and new Marguilliers enough; because they are the Re-
presentatives,-the Deputies-ofthe Parish. I 

12. Landed property> good sense, or an education evidently better 
than common, united to a certain age, fOl'ty years for instance, would 
well qualify, aud 5uffitiently, I think, designate the. Notables: public 
opinion would be the test. Besides this a certain number of years of 
residence should be required in the Parish. Observing all these condi
tions, the number of Notables would be small; but numbers are not 
wanted in the meetings-there are not many Parishes where the old Mar
guilliers who are ill fact Notables, do not form one tenth part of the 
andholders. 

L. GINGRAS, Priest, Curate. 

St. Pierre, 21st Feby. 1831. 
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6. Ja,mais p~rs?nne autre que, les margllilliers'ne s'est presente am:: 
aSBemblees ordlnaJrCS de rna connalssa[]ce. 

7. Voici rna for~,ule de convocation: "MM.les margllilliers anciens 
et nouveaux sont pries de s'assembler it la Sacristie a I'issue de la Messe 
pour proceder 11 \'el~ction d'un nouveau marguillier, ou pour regler'le; 
comptes de la Fabnque." 

~. ~amais je n'ai appele d'autres que les marguilliers aux assembU:es . 
ordmalres • 

• 9. Dan~ les missi?ns et aulres paroisses que j'ai desservies, j'ai suivi la 
meme pratique qU'ICI, et j(" I'y avais trouvee etabli com me ici • 

• 10. Je n'ai point entendu dire qu'il y ait jamais eu de plaintes 11 ce 
su]et. 

1 I. J~ vondrais laisser la, reponse a cette question it ceux qui ont plus 
de connalssances et d'expenence : cependant, puisque Ie Comitc lie me 
lai,se point libl'e de garder Ie silence, je dirai mon humble opinion. que 
1 0 Les paroissiens devraient avoir une part particuliere aux delib6rations 
qui auraient ponr objet d'employer les deniers de I'eglise hots de leur 
destination ordinaire, qui est l'ornement interieur de l'eglise j ou bien 
quand il s'agirait d'entreprises qui pourraient exiger des contributions ex
traordinaires ; 2 0 La participation des proprietaires a l'e:lection des mar
gui\1iers est bien conforme a notre constitution, mais dlfficilement pra· 
ticable dans les grandes paroisses j les inconveoiens en sont si maoifestes 
qu'on ne parle ordinairement que des notables; ceux .. ci pourraient lltre 
utiles dans ces assemblees, ils donneraient une participation plus ctendue 
aux paroissiens dans les affaires qui les interessent; et dans les nouvelIes' 
paroisses iIs formeraient l'assemblee necess~~re pour elire les marguilliers ; 
3 0 Pour regler les comptes, il serait .ssez des margllitliers anciens et 
lIouveaux, parce qu'ils sont les reprcsentans, les deputes de la paroisse. 

12. Des proprietes, du bon sens ou de l'edllcation evidemment au· 
dela du commun, avec lln certain age, v. g. 'lo() ans qualifieraient bien, 
et determineraient assez, je pensf', les notables j l'opinion geoerale se. 
rait leur temoin. 00 devrait encore exiger un certain nombre d'annces 
de residence dans b. paroisse. Toutes ces conditions mettront Ie nom
bre des notables petit j mais Ci;! n'est pas Ie nombre qui manque aUl:: as· 
tiemblees il n'y a pas beaucoup de paroisses ou les anciens marguilliers, 
qui sOllt'deja des notables, ne soient un dixieme des proprictaires. 

L. GINGRAS, Ptre. 
Cure de St. Pierre, lle d'Orleans. 

Sa; Pierre, ~1 Fevl'ier 183 t. 
S2 
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Parish cif St. Pierre Les Becquets. 

1. There are onlv the old and new Marguilliers who take part in the 
deliberations of the Fabrique meetings in the two Parishes of St. Pierre 
Les Becquets, and St. Jean d'EchailIon, of which I amCurate. 

2. This custom has been established from all time in the said Parishes 
of St. Pierre and St. Jean. 

s. According to the first Recllrds, in 1740, the custom was to admit 
only the old and new Marguilliers, and this custom has always bet!n uni
form. 

4. At the election of the Marguilliers I received only the votes of the 
old and new Marguillicrs, and never any others. 

5. I have always made the convocation of the Fabrique meetings in 
these terms :-" Messieurs the old and new Marguilliers are requested to 
meet at the Sacristy, immediately after Mass, for the elec,ion of a new 
MargllilIier, or for the rendering of accounts of N., Marguillier, leaving 
the Berl<:h of office, in such a year." 

6. There has been no complaint on the subject of the Fabriquft meet_ 
ings, in the two Parishes of which I am Curate. 

7. Allowing- me to express my opinion as to the participation of the 
Notable Inhabi\ants in the Fabrique meetings, I believe that all the 
Parishioners, nor tb~ larger nnmber of them could not be admitted with
out undergoing great inconveniences; and I think that none but the old 
and, new Ma~gt1il1iers ought to be admitted, being most assuredly t be 
chOIcest men In the Pan,h, and consequently fit to elect a Marguillier, 
and to properly manage the affairs of the fabrique. 

St. Pierre Les Beequets, 

2d March, 1831. 

T. PEPIN, Priest. 

Parish cif Quebec. 

1 •. Th~ only per~()ns who take part in the deliberations of the Fabriqne 
meetings In the Parish of Notre Dame de Quebec, for the elections and 
the rendering of ac~ount8, are the Cur~, and the old and new Marguilliers. 
No others are admitted. 
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Paroisse de St. Pierre Les Becquets. 

1. ~l. n) ~ que les anciens;t nouveau~ marguilliers qui prennent part 
aUK d.ellbel'atlons des assemblees de Fabnque dans les deuK Paroisses de 
St. PIerre Les Becquets et St. Jean I'Echaillon, dont je suis cure. 

'2. De tout temps cet usage a ete etabli dans les susditei Paroisses de 
St. Pierre et St. Jean. 

S. D'apres les premiers regitres, en 1740, l'usage etait de n'admet. 
tre. que les anciens et nouveaUK marguilIiers, et cet usage a toujours ete 
umforme. 

4. A I'election des marguilliers, je n'ai res:u que les votes des anciens 
et nouveaux marguilliers, et non jamais d'autres. 

5. J'ai toujours fait la convocation des assemblees de Fabrique en ces 
termes: " MM. le& anciens et nouveaux marguilliers sont pries de 8'as. 
sembler it I" Sacristie immediatement apres la Messe, pour I'election 
d'un nouveau margudlier, ou pour la reddition des comptes de N. mar
guillier sorti du banc·d'reuvre en telle annee." 

6. I1n'y a ell aucune plainte au sujet des assemb\ees de Fabrique, 
dans les deux paroisse" dont je suis cure. 

7. Me permettant de donner mon opinion sur la participation des ha
bitans notables aux assemblces de Fabrique, je dois qu'on ne peut yad
mettre tous les paroissiens, ou Ie plus grand lIombre, salis en ';prouver 
beaucoup d'inconveniens, et je crois que les marguilliers anciens et nou· 
veaux seuls devraient y etre admis, etant lous assurement des mieux choi. 
sis de la paroisse, et par consequen~ ca;:ables de f~ire Ie choix d'un mar· 
guillier et de bien regler toules lea affaires de Fabnque. 

St. Pierre Les Becquets, 

2 Mars 1831. 

T· PEPIN, Ptre. 

~ Pm'oisse de Quebec. 

1. Les seules personnes qui prennent part aUK deliberati~ns des as
semblees de FGbrique de la Paroisse Notre.Dame de Qu.ebec, pour 
les elections et la red41tion des comptes, sont les cure et anciens ct nou' 
veaux marguilliers. L'on n'y en admet point d'autres. 
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2. Since the year 16611 .• the above mentioned custom has always been 
Ih1lt of the Fabrique of Notre·Dame de Quebec, without any Change to 
my knowledge, and according to the researches which T have made in 
that respect, in the most ancient Records of the I·'abrique, as well as 
those which occur since the Cession of Canada to Great Britain. 

3. Answered by the first and second answer. 
4·. 'l'he first record of the elec,ion of a Marguillier is of the 8th Octo

ber, 1645. It verifies the election of th~ee Marguilliers made at the 
Jesuits' College, nearly in the same manner as has since taken place in 
several places; that is to say, in a meeting of the Inhabitants, who were 
not thell very numerous, presided by one of the members of that esta
blishment, to Nhich was, at that time, committed the care of the new 
Parish of Quebec. The Records that follow are not very regular, and 
are written upon loose leaves. Yet we find the Minute of a meeting 
held on the 7th November, 1655, regarding the building ofa Presbytery, 
and there is no mention of any but the Marguilliers alone. From this 
time till ] 664, there does not appear to be any record. My Lord de 
Laval, appointed as first Dishop of Qnebec, being desirous of redressing 
certain abuses which were t hen complained of, issued an Ordinance of 
the 5th December, 1660, which regulates the mode of holding the 
meetings thereafter. I produce a copy uf it, A. 

EXTRACT of the Registers of Acts of the Bishopric of Quebec. 
Register No. A., page 22 : 

We, Fran<;ois, by tbe grace of God, and of the Holy See, Bishop of 
Petrea, Apostolkal Vicar in New France, variouo difficulties and incofl
veniences having been represented to lrlS as occurring in the election of 
the Marguilliers of the Church of Notre-Dame de Quebec, in conse· 
quence of all people being publicly invited and c:dmitted to deliberate 
respecting such election; we have decreed, and by these presents do 
decree, that henceforward the election of new Marguilliers for the said 
Church, shall take place, by thore who are in cffice, and by the old ones, 
who 6h.al~ be notIfied to that effect"to attend, the meeting, where a new 
Margmlher shall be elected by a maiority of votes and by ballot, 
(sujfrages secrets.) We decree likewise that this Ordinance shall be 
entered in the Registers of the said elections. 

Given at Ollf customary residence, on the fifth of December, 1660. 

(Signed,) 

A tlUl! extract, 
FHANCOIS, Bishop of Petrea. 

C. F. CAZEAI1, Prillst, Secr 
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2. l?ep~is \'an 1664, l'usage rnentionne ci·dcsSllS a tOlljours etc ,clui 
de la ~abnque Notre'I?arne de Quebec, sans aucull chan6ernenl, a rna 

conn~l~s,mce. et d',apres les recherches. que j'ai fniles it cet ezard dans 
les rcgltr~s de la ~'abTlqlle les plus anCiens, COflll;l1e dans ceux qui exis
tent depUls la ceSSIOn du pays a la Grande-Bretaglle. 

3. Repondu par la premiere et dellxieme n'!ponses. 
4. Le premier acte d'election de marguillier est du 8 Octobre 1645. 

II constme l'eleccio'1 de trois margUll!t~rs faite au college des J esuites a. 
peu.pres comme il s'est pratique depuis en divers endroits, c'est.a.dire, 
dans line assemblee des habitau5, alors tres·peu nombreux, presidee par 
un des membres de cette maison, chargee, dans Ie temps, de la desserte 
de la nouvelle Paroisse de Quebec. Les aCles sllbsequens sont peu re
gullers, et sont ecrits sur des feuilles non couslles. Cependant, on y 
trouve un acte d'asscmblee tenne Ie 7 N ovembre 1655, concernant la 
batisse d'un presbytere, et il n'y est fait mf'ntion que des seuls mar
guilliers. Depuis cette cpoque jusqu'a 1664, il n'exisle aucun r6gitre. 
Monoeigneur de Laval, 1l0mme premier Eveque de Quebec, voulant re
medler it certains abus dont on se plaigoait alors, rendit ulle ordonnance 
Ie 5 Decembre 1660, qui regIe la maniere de tenir les assemblees it I'a
venir. J'en produis Copie A. 

EXTRAIT des regitres des insinuations de l'Eveche de Quebec: Re
gitre No. A., page 22 : 

Nous, Frans:ois, par la Grace de Dieu et GU Saint-Siege, Evesque 
de Petret', Vicair" Apostholique en la Nouvelle·France ; sur ce qui nous 
a este representc que pilisienrs difficultes et inconveniens se trouvaient 
en l'election des marguilliers de l'Eglise de Nostre Damede Quebec, a 
raison que tout Ie peuple estait publiquement invite et admis pOllr deli
bereT ala dite election-Nons avons urdonne et ordonnons par ces pre
~entes, que doresnavant I'election des nouveaux marguilliers de la dite 
eglise se fera par ceux qui seront en charge, et par les anciens qui pour 
ce sujet serout avenis de se trouver. it l'a5semblee ou a .I~ pluralite des 
voix et par suffrages secrets on eshra un nouveau margllllher. V,oulons 
aussy, que la presente Ordonnance soit iuseree au regitre des dlttes e
lections. 

Donne eo notre demeure ordinaire, ce cinquieme Decembre 1660. 
soixaote. 

( Signe,) 

FRANCOIS, Evesqucde Petree. 
Pour extrait veritable. 

C. F. CAZEAU, Ptrc. Secret. 
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Since the above date, the Fabrique of Quebec, appears to have con. 
formed to that Ordinance, alO well for the meetings relative to the e1ec. 
tion of the Mal'guilliers, as to those relative to the rendering of account~. 
A second decree of the same Prelate, of the 9th August, 1666, for the 
same Fabrique, only confirmf'd the former, ordaining that" no account 
of the said Marguilliers should be settled but by the Cure and Ma~guil. 
liers in office, and entered and signed by them, and by the said accounta· 
ble person." I prociuce it also, B. 

Extract of the Registers of the Acts of the Bishopric of Quebec. 
Registers No. A., page 646. 

Frans:ois, by the grace of God, and C'f the HoI V See, &c. It having 
been represented to us, in the course of our Visitation to this C~ urch, by 
the Margnilliers at present in office, that the accounts of those who have 
heretofore been in the same office have only been rendered and settled 
upon loose leaves, whereby great inconveniences may occur in future; in 
order to obviate the same, and to cause greater regularity to be observed 
hereafter, we decree that henceforward no accounts of the said Marguil
liers shall be rendered that are not settled by the Cure, and the Ma,guil
lier in office, and inserted and signed by them and t he said accountable 
person in the Register which has been expressly made for that purpose, 
&c. &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 9th August, 1666· 

(Signed,) 
JEAN, Bishop of Quebec. 

A true extract, 

C. F. CAlIEAU, Priest, Secy. 

The Superior Council confirmed the said Rules, by ordering. (12th 
Feby. ]675,) the said Marguilliers of Quebec," to conform themselves, 
" as well in the administration of the affairs of the Fabdque, as ill the 
" audition and rendering of accounts to the custom followed (at that 
" time) in all the Churches of France, where (it is there said) nothing is 
" determined upon in the ordinary affairs, excepting by the majority of 
" votes of the Marguilliers who are in office; and on extraordinary oc
ce casior.s by calling in the old Marguilliers, &c., the Cure being always 
"present." (2d vol. Edits, p. 140.) 

5· I have no knowledge that there has been any change in the Fabrique 
of Quebec, since 1664, neither as to the mode of election of the MarguiJ. 
liers, nor as to that of the rendering of accounts. The meetings of Mar
guilliers appear always to have been held, after notice given at the sermon, 
at the morning's Divine Service, on a Sunday or on a aolemn holiday, 



D~p~i9 cette date, la F .lbrique de Quebec parait s'~tre toujours can
formee a cetle Ordonnance, tant pour les assemblecs concernant I'election 
des marguilliers que i>0ur celles relatives ala reddition des comptes. Vne 
seco~de Ordonnance du me me prela', du 9 aout 1666, POlll' la meme 
Fabnque, ne fit que con firmer cette premiere, en reglant "Qu'il ne sera 
" rendu aucun compte des dits marguilhers qu'il ne soit arrtite par les 
" cure et marguilliers en charge, et inscrit et signe par ellX et Ie dit 
"comptable." Je la produis aussi, B. 

Extrait des Regitres des Insinuations de l'Eveche de Quebec.-Re
gitre No. A., page 646 ; 

Frangois, par la Grace de Dieu et du Saint Siege, etc., Nous ayant 
este represente dans Ie cours de notre visite de ceUe Eglise par les mar
guilliers pre;;entement en charge, que les comptes de ceux qui ant este 
cy.devant en la meme charge n'ont este rendus et arrestes (I ue sur des 
feuilles valantes, dont il pourrait arriver de notables inconveniens a la 
suite; pour y obvier et falre observer un meilleur ordre a I'cvenir, nous 
ordonnons qU'11 ne sera rendu doresnavant alleun comptes des dits mar
gllllliers, qui ne soit arreste par Ie cUre et Ie marguiIiier en charge, et 
iDscrit et signe par eux et Ie dit camp table dans Ie regiue qui a esul fait 
eXPles pour cela, etc., elC. 

Donne a Quebec, Ie ge Aoust 1666. 

(Signe, ) 

Pour extrait veritable, 
JEAN, Evesque de Quebec. 

C. F. CAZEAU, Ptre. Secret. 

Le conseil supetieur appllya les sllsdits regIe mens, en ordonnant (12 
Fev. 1675) aux dit8 marguilliers de Quebec "de se conf"rmer, tant 
.. pour Ia regie des affaires de la Fabrique, que pour I'audition et reddi
i, tion des comptes, a l'usage suivi (alors) dans toutes les cglises de 
" France, oU. il ne se decide rien, (dit-il,) dans les affaires ordinaires qu'i\ 
.. la pluralite des voix des marguillie:s qui Bont en charge, et dans leo 
" cas extraordinaires, qu'en y appelant Ies anciens marguilliers, etc. 
" ...• Ie cure toujours present." (2d vol. Edits, page 140.) 

5. Jen'ai point connaissance qu'iI y ait eu aucun changement. dans.la 
Fabrique de Quebec, depuis 1664, ni quant au mode d'eiectlOn des 
margUilliers, ui quant a celui de la reddition des comptes. Les ~ssem
blees de marguilliers paraissent avoir tOlljourS ete faites, apres aVIs don
ne aU prone, a I'Office Vivin du matill, un jour de Dimanche ou de 
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(Fete d'Obligation) stating the time and place at which the said mee:-
109 is to be held; and, to the best of my knowledge, none uut the old 
and new Marguilliers have always been invited. In an-;:ient times the 
Governor assisted at the meetings as honorary Marguillier. 

6. No, never, and the election of the MarguilIier has always been 
made, according to custom by t he old and new Marguilliers alone. 

7. The election of a Marguillier usually takes place about Christmas; 
and on the Sunday, or on the day of the solemn holiday, (Fete d'Obli
gation,) when it is to be held, the followin~ notice is given at the Ser
mon at the morning's Divine Service. "Messieurs the old and new 
Marguiiliers of this Parish are reque5ted to meet at the Presbytery this 
evening after the Service in this Church." This notice is the same as 
well for the meetings which are held for the election of Marguilliers, and 
the rendering of accounts, as for thoee for the di,cussian of the othet 
affairs of the Fabrique. 

8. Since I have been Cure of Quebec, I have never called the Nota
bles to the Fabrique meetings. 

9. For the two years, (1803 and 1804,) that I was Vicaire at Lon
gueuil, the Fabrique of that Parish was administered in the same way as 
that of Quebec. Having been directed in 1805, by my Lord Bishop 
Dellant, of Quebec, to officiate for some months at the Parish of St. 
Constant, there was one meeting held there for the election of 'a Mar~ 
guillier, and I did not call to it i\ny but the old and new Marguilliers, 
agreeably to the instructions which I had received from that Prelate, as 
well on that matter as on others relative to the service of that cure, for 
the time which I was to remain there. I was afterwards appointed 
Curate of the Parish of Ste. Marie de Monnoir, at thE' close of 1805, 
and 1 have had the honour 01 giving an answer to your cC)mmittee on the 
9th of February last, on all which may interest them respecting the 
management of the Fabrique of that Parish, during the nine years that 
I had the cure of it. 

10. r n 1818, some difficulties arose in Quebec on this subj<;ct, raised 
by certain individuals, but no proceedings were brought before the Court. 

11. In the Parishes in France, where special ~egulations authorized~ 
the admission of the Notables in the Fabrique meetings, there were 
means of determining the qualifications which were required for their 
being admitted as Notables. But in the Parish of Quebec, and parti
cularly in the City, where everyone paying £12 sterling rent, has a
right to vote at the election of the Members of the Legislature, I do not 
know by what means one might, in the present state of affairs, decide 
who ought to be considered as Notables. Yet, if all those who are 
qualified by law to vote at the, election of out" Representatives, should 
claim to be acknowledged as Notables, to what weighty inconvenience 
would not the Quebec Fabnque' meetings, hitherto held so conveniently 
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Pete rl'Obligation, du temps et du lien ou la dite assemblee dev:dt se 
tenjr; et, au meilleur de ma cOllnaissance, les seuls anciens et nouveaux 
marguilliers J.' on.t toujours etc invites. Dans l'es anciens temps, Ie Gou
verneur y asslstaIt comme marguillier d'holllJeur. 

6. Non, jamais; et I'election de marguillier s'est toujours faite, sui
vant I'usage, par les seills anciens et nOllveaux marguiLliers. 

~: Ge[Jerale~ent, l'eJection d'un marguillillr se fait verS la Filte de 
No:1 ;. et Ie ~Ima?che au Ie jour de la Fete d'Obligation all elle doit 
a.voIr heu, o~ talc I annonce suivante au prone de l'Office Divin du ma
Un : " Messieurs les anciens lit nouveaux marcruilliers de cetle paroisse 

., d' bl b sont prtes e s assem er au presbytere ce soir, apres I'Office de cette 
egrise." Cette annonce est la meme tant pour Ie. asst'mblees qui se 
Hennent pour I'election de marguillier et la reddition des comptes, que 
pour celles OU I'on traite les autres affaires de la Fabrique. 

R. Je n'ai jamais appele lea notabies aux assemblees de Fabrique de
puis que je suis cure de Quebec. 

9. Pendant deux aos (1803 et 1804) que j'ai ete vicaire a Longlleuil, 
la Fabrique de cette paroisse etait regie sur Ie meme pied que celie de 
Quebec. Etant charge en 1805 par Mgr. Denaut, lars Eveque d!! 
Quebec, de desservir, pendant quelques mois la Paroisse St. Constant, 
il s'y tint une a,semblee pour l'election d'un marguillier, et je n'y ap
pelai que les ancien$ et nouVeatlX marguilliers, conformement allx instruc
tions que j'avais re~ues de ce prclat, tant pour cel objet que pour 
d'autres, relatifs a la desserte de cette cure, pour Ie temps que je devais 
y rester. Je fus depuis nomme cure de la Paroisse de Ste. Marie de 
Monnoir, a la fin de 1805, et j'ai eu l'honneur de repondre it Votre Co
mite, Ie 9 Fevrier demier, sur tout ce qui pourrait l'illteresser touch ant 
la regie de la Fabrique de cette paroisse, pendant les neufs annees que 
je l'ai desservie. 

10. II y a eu it Quebec, en 1818, quelques difficultes ace sujet, de 
la part de certains individus; mais, il n'y a ell aucune action ponce en 
cour. 

II. Dans les Paroisses de France bu des regIe mens particllliers auto
risaient l'admission des notables dans les assemblees de Fabrique 
iI y avait des moyens de determiner les qualites qu'il fallait avoir 
pour y etre admis, comme notables. Mais dans la Paroi~se de Quebec, 
et particulierement dans la cite, ou tOllte personne~ payant ~ 12 ste~
ling de loyer, a droit de voter a I'tHectioo des Leg,slateurs, J~ ne sals 
,par quel moyen on pourralt, dans J'6tat actuel des choses, dlstingller 
ceux qui devraient etre ou iie pas etre conside~~s cO,mme notables. ,Ce
pendant, si tous ceux que IJ. 101 .quahfie pour hJ:ctlOn de nos r~prese~
tans pretendaient etre reconnus pour notables, a quels graves lnconve-. 

, • ,,'t 
oiens les assemblees de la Fabrique de Quebec, tenues Jusqu a ce JOur u 

T2 
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and peaceably, be exposed, as well for want of a proper place of meeting, 
as, above all, by the confusion which so numerous an assemblage would 
produce? I will add that I can not perceive, evell in the most complete 
and limited distinction that may be made as to persons qualified in this 
respect, any thing, but a source of discontent, jealousy, and complaints 
not to be calculated. Further the Parish of Quebec is not one of those 
where recourse is had to the Parishioners for compulsory contributions, 
either for ordinary repairs or for extraordinary undertakings which are to 
be set a going to the edifices or the appurtenances of the edifices, within 
the administration of the said Fabrique. This Fabrique provides for its 
expenditure out of its own revenues alone, and the wise and frugal man
ner in which they are employed, as well in the repairs, the improvement, 
and the embellishment of the edifices appertaining to it, as for the main
tainance of the Clergy employed in the service of the Parish, seem to 
meet with the entire approbation of the Parishioners. 

12. Answered by the pleceding. 

Quebec, 2d March, 1831. 

+ JOS. BISHOP OF FUSSALA, 
Cure of Quebec. 

Parish l!f Rigaud. 

1. The old and neW Marguilliers are alone those who, in this Parish, 
take part in the deliberations of the Fabrique meetings. Never, or in 
any case, have the Notable Inhabitants been admitted to them. 

2. The Cllstom ot admitting to the deliberations of the Fabrique meet
ings, none but the Marguilliers alone, is as old as the erection of the 
Parish, and there has been at no time, any change in that respect. 

S. There is no answer to this question, seeing that this Parish was not 
erected till a long time after the Conquest, as may be proved by the date 
of the first Registers. 

4. The l'iotables having never been admitted to the Fabrique meetings, 
cOllsequently could not have ceased making part of them. 

5. Same answer as above. 
6. NODe but the old and new Marguilliers give their votes for the 

e etion of a Marg~ilIier. 
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commodilment et si paisiblement, ne seraient.el1es pas exposees, et par 
Ie defaut d'un local convenable, et surtout par la confusion que produi
raiG un rassemblement si nombreux? J'ajouterai que je n'apper<;ois 
m~me dans la distinction la plus parfaite et la plus limitee qu'on pour
rait faire des personnes qualifiees it cet egard, qu'une source de murmures, 
de jalousies et de mecontentemens incalculables. Au reste, la Fabrique 
de Quebec n'est pas du nombre de ceUes des paroisscs OU 1'on a recoulS 
aux paroissiens pour des contributions forcees, soit pour reparations or
dinaires, soit pour ouvrages extraordinuires qui se font aux edifices ou 
dependances des edifices, sujets Ii 1'admini&tration de la dite Fabrique. 
CeUe Fabrique pourvoit Ii ses depenses par ses seuls revenus, et la ma
niere sage et economiqup. avec laquelle dIe les ~mploie, tant pour les 
reparations, ameliorations et embellissemens des edifices qui lui appar
tiennent, que pour Ie soutien du clerge charge de la desserte de la pa

l'O isse, parat rencontrer la satisfaction generale des paroissiens. 
12. Repondu par la precedente. 

+ JOS. Ev. DE FUSSALA. 
Cure de Quebec. 

Quebec, 2 Mars 183J. 

Paroisse de Rigaud; 

1. Je reponds que les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux sont les seuls 
qui dans ceUe paroisse prennent part aux deli~erations des a!sembl~e~ 
de Fabrique ; jamais et dans aucun cas les habilans notables n y ont ete 

2. L'usage de n'admettre aux deliberations des assemblees de Fabri
que que les seuls marguilliers. est aussi alicien que H~tablisseme~t de 
cette paroisse, et il n'y a eu a aucune epoque aucun ehangement a cet 

egal'd. . . ' , 
3. II n'y a pas de reponse ~ cette ques~lOn, vu que celte par~Js~e n a 

ete etablie que long-temps apres la conquete, comme on peut sen con-
vaincre par 1a date des premiers regitres. . 

4. Les notables n'ayant jamais ete admis aux assemblees de Fabnque, 
n'ont pas pu, par conseq~ent, cesser d'en faire partie. 

5. Meme reponse que cl·des~m. . . 
6. Personne, autre que les anciens et nouveaux margullhers, ne donne 

~on vote pour l'cleetion de marguillier. 
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7. The convocation of the Fabriquemeetings which are always notified 
at the Sermons of the Parochial Masses, is made in these terms: "Mes. 
sieurs the old and new Marguilliers are requested to meet at the Sacristy, 
at the close of Mass, on Fabtique affairs." 

8. Referred to the answer to the fourth question. 
9. Not having held Jny other cure in the Province than the one where 

1 now am, I have no further information to give to the Committee. As 
to the other places where I may have resided, for instar.ce the Parish of 
Riviere Ouelle, and that of Quebec, I think I may state that there no 
ot her Fabrique meetings are held than such as consist of the old and new 
Marguilliers alone. 

10. Niver has any Parishioner or Landholder complained to me of be
ing excluded from the Fabrique meetings; no sleps- have been taken in 
this respect, and no decision of a Court has intervened on the subject. 

11. I am decidedly of opinion that the Notable Inhabitants should not 
participatt:' in the Fabrique m~etings, and still less all the landholders in. 
discriminately; and as I am requested ~o state I he reasons of my opinion, 
I will explatn them :-lst.-Decause that is not the custom, and that the 
contrary usage, having been always in force, it would seem to have ac
quired the force of law. 2d.-Eecause, our F~IJTique meetings, which 
are generally very quiet, on account of the l\1arguilliers who alone com
pose them, are always such of the Inhabitants of a Parish as are the mOot 
respectable for their decency and morals. wOl1ld, if all the Parishioners 
were admitted to them, become noisy and tumultuous meetings, and be 
the occasion of cabals and intrigues. Sd.-Because, without being hostile 
to public meeo.ings, and to the interference of the people in matters that 
concern them, since this principle forms the basis of our happy conatitu. 
tion, yet, it would not be desirable to see renewed in the Fahrique meet
ings, thp. intrigues and manoouvers w~ich are to be met with at the Hust
ings. It may nevertheless he stated that this would probably be Ihe 
case, as we see that it is so in several Parishes where the Parishioners are 
admitted to the deliLerations; and I could adduce an instance where the 
election of a Marguillier tbok up several days, the p~rtisans of the several 
Candidates, canvassing along the roads, and soliciting even the votes of 
Widows in order to obtain a majority of suffrage.. 4th.-Because until 
now, all the Fabriques which have been administered by the Marguilliers 
alone, have been administered with punctuallity, honour, economy. and 
prudence; and, if.lhere have been any abmes, they are rare. Ah! what 
human institution is exempt from them. 5th.-Finally, because at tbe 
public election of a Marguillier 1J0 one would venture' to declare unre
servedly his o~illion as to a bad. Candid<lte, for fear of the animosity and 
hatred that mIght result fr~m It: and that in a limited population such 
as Iha.t of our Country ParIShes, where all the Inhabitants know each 
o:her, an.d are.in contact ~ogether, prejudices are strong, and often de
generate mto VIolent paSSIons. We should then see peaceable persous 
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'7. ,La convocation des aSBemblees de rabrique qui est toujours all
noncee aux prones des Messes Paroissiales, se fait en ces termes: "MM. 
Ills margllilliers anciens et nouveaux sont pries de s'assembler it la Sacris
tie, a i'issue de la Messe, pour :tffaire de Fabrique." 

S. Refp.re it la reponse it la quatrieme question. 
9. N'ayant pas desservi d'autre cure dans la province que celle ouje 

suis aujourd'hui, je n'm aucune information ulterieure a donner au ('0-

mite. Quant aux autres places ou j'aurais pu resider, v. g. la Paroisse 
de la Riviere Ouelle, celie de Quebec, je crois pOll voir adsurer qu'il lie 
s'y tiem,pas d'antres assemblces de Fabrique que celles compo5e~8 des 
marglllihers anciens et nouveaux seulement. 

10. Jamais al:cun paroissien ou proprietail'e ne s'est plaint it moi d'etre 
exclu des assemblees de Fabrique; il n'y a ell aucune demarche adoptee 
a cet eganl, et aucune decision de la cour n'est intervenue sur ce sujet. 

11. .Ie serais decidenlent d'opinion que leg hahitans notables ne parti
cipassent pas aux assembJees de Fabrique, et encore mains taus les pro-
11rI~taires indistinctement, et puiBqu'on veut bien me demander lea mo
tifs de cette opinion, je me pe~mettrai de les exposer: 1 0 Parce que 
<;a n'est pas la coutnme, et que I'usage contraire ayant toujours ete Cr! 

viguenr, semble avoir acquis force d~ loi, 2 0 Paree que nos assemblees 
. de Fabriq lle qui sont ordinairement tres-paisibles, par la !aison que les 
marguilliers q tli seuls les composent, soot toujours ceux des habitans 
d'une paroisse les plus respect abies par leur honnetete et leurs mceurs, 
deviendraient, si on yadmettait tous les paroissiens, des assemblees 
bruyantes, tumultucusss ; l'occa!>ion de brigues et de cabales. 3 0 

Parce que, sans etre ennemi des assemblees publiques et de l'interven
tion da peuple dans leo alfaires qui l'interessent, puisque ce principe e~t 
la base de notre heureuse constitution ; cependant il ne seralt 
pas a desirer que I'on vit se renouveler dans les assemblees de Fabrique 

les cabales et les menees qui se voient aux hustings. On peut dire nean
moins que tel serait probablement Ie cas, puisqu'on Ie voit dans certaines 
paroisses, ou les paroissiens sont admis aux delibel'ations; et j'en pour
rais citer ou une election de marguillier a dure plusieurs jours! ,Ies par
tisans des divers candidats parcourant les differences cotes, solhcHant les 
votes des veuves memes, alin d'obtenir une majorite de suffrages. 4 0 

Parce que jusqu'a ce jour toutes les Fabriques qui ant ete admlllistrees 
par les marguilliel s seuls, !'ont ete avec ponctualit€, honnete:e, econo
mie et sagesse ; et s'il y a eu quelques abus, ils sont rares. Eh! quelle 
institution humaine en est exempte? 5 0 Enlin, parce que dans une 
election publique de marguillier, personne n'oserait dire lib~eme?t sun 
opinion sur Ie compte d'un mechant candidat, de peur de~ alllmoslte~ et 
des haines qui en pourraient resulter ; et que dans une ~etl~e. populatIOn 
comme celie de nos paroisses de campagne at\ tous les ,lndlvld~s ~e,con
nai.sent et se trouvent en contact, les prcJuges sont vlfs et degenerent 
souvent en passions violentes. Alol's on verrait ies gens paisiules se reo 



342 

withdraw from these meetings, from the apprehension of being affronted 
there; and persons would be seen seated on the respectable b.ench of 
Marguilliers, who are undeserving of such a place of trust, and It would 
not be probable that matters would 'be better managed than they now 
are. 

12. Further, to reply to the last question, if the Notables are to be 
admitted, it appears to me that in a Country Parish, the Seigneurs, the 
Members of Parliament, if t hey reside there, the Magistrates, the sellior 
Captain of Militia, if they are Catholics, may be those ~ho might be 
looked on as N otablee, and admitted to the Fabrique meetmgs. 

H. HUDON, Priest. 
Rigaud, 1st March, 1831, 

Parish of Riviere du Loup, du Parco 

1. The persons who take part in the deliberations of the Fabrique 
meetings in my Parish, are the old and new Marguilliers .. lolle. 

2. The above custom was followed from 1815 until 1819; but from 
1819 till 1822, the Nvtables took part in the elections of the Marguil
liers alone: and since 1822, until the present time, they have not taken 
part in them. 

3. The erection of my Parish was posterior to the Cession of Canada 
to Great Britain. 

4. 1 have not in my possession any register or document" which can 
inform me, why the Notables were at first not called upon, afterwards 
called on for three years, and at last not called. 

5. T can no where perceive how, and on what account, this change 
took place. 

6. At the election of Marguilliers, I never received any other votes 
than those of the old ~nd new Marguilliers. These Margui1liers are the 
landholders of the Parish, who are in the most easy circumstances, and 
respected for their candour, integrity and honesty. There are generally 
ten persons present at each election. 

7. In all cases, I have summoned a meeting in these terms :_CI To.day 
after Grand Mass, the old and new Marguilliers will meet for," &c. 
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tirer de ces assemblees de pellt d'y etre insultes ; on vCITait sierer dans 
Ie bane respectable des marguilliers, des personncs indignes ode cette 
clt.arge de ~o~fia?ce ; ~t il [I'est !las probable que les aJi"aires fussent 
mleulC admlOlstrees qu elles ne Ie sont. 

12. Au surplus, po~r repondre a la derniere question, s'il fallait y 
adm~ttre les notables, Ii me semble que <Ians une paroisse de campagne, 
Ie selgn:ur, Ie? ~embres .. du p~rlement, s'lls.y l'esidenr, les magistrals, 
Ie premIer capltame de millce, & lis sont cathohques, pourraicnt eIre ceux: 
qui de.vraient eIre consideres comme notaules et aamis aux: assemblees de 
Fabrique. . 

Rigaud, ler Mars 1831. 
H. HUDON, Ptre. 

Paroisse de la Rivie're du Loup, du Parco 

1. Les personnes qui prennent part aux deliberations des assemblees 
de Fabrique dans rna paroisse, sont les seuls marguilliers anciens et nou
veaux. 

2. L'usage ci-dessus fut suivi depuis 1815 jusqu'en 1819. Mais de
puis 1819 jusqu'en 1822, les notables participerent aux elections des 
marguilliers seuiement, et depuis 1822 jusqu'au temps present, il n'y 
particip~rent plus. 

3. L'etablissement de rna paroisse est posteriellr a la cession du pays 
a Ia Grande-Bretagne. 
!t{! 4. Je ne suis en possession d'aucun regitre ou document qui me fasse 
connaitre pourquoi les notables furent d'abord non appeles, en suite ap
peIes pendant trois ann~es, et enfin non ap peles. 
iii .1), Je ne vois nulle part comment et pourquoi ce changement a pu 
avoir eu lieu. 

6. A l'election de marguilliers, je n'ai re'iu Ie vote que des anciens 
et nouveaux rnarguilliers. Ces rnarglli1liers son! les plus. aises pro'prie
taires de la oaroisse, et recornmandables par leur franchIse, probltc et 
honnetete •• En general dix persunnes sont presentes a chaque election. 

7. En tout cas, j'ai convoque une assernbIee en ces terrnes : " Au
jourd'hui, apres Ia Grand'Messe, les ancien5 ct nouveaux marguilJier~ 
s'aasemblcront pour •• etc." 
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8. 9. rn every Parish, Mission, or other place where I have officiated. 
I never in any met with the custom of calling the Notables to the Fa
brique meetings, and I did not choose to take upon myself to introduce 
it. 

10. No knowledge that my Parishioners, or any landholders of my 
Parish, have complained of being excluded from the Fabrique meetings, 
or have al,iopted any measures in that respect, or that any deciGions of 
Courts have intervened on this subject. 

11. My opinion is that the Notables should not be admitted to the 
Fabrique meetings; and the grounds of my opinions are: that calling 
them is too likely to d'iEturb the harmony and good order, which gener
ally reign, and ought to reign in the Fabrique meetings, and can only 
tend to occasion intrigue, division. and party spirit: that the pretended 
abuses that are believed to exist in the meetings, do not in my opinion, 
afford adequate reasons for introducing such a system; and that the 
custom established in almost all the Parishes, not to call the Notables to 
them, ought to be maintained. 

12. It appears to me a difficult matter to designate these Notables so 
as not to act unjustly: I should consider as a Notable, every landholder 
in a Parish, who was a_decent man, and one of acknowledged integrity. 

Riviere du Loup, du Parc, 

7th March, 1831. ' 

L. F. BELLEAl", Priest, Cure. 

Parish of Rivie're du Loup, Three Rivers. 

1. There are none but the old and new Marguilliers admitted to the 
Fabrique meetings. 

2. This custom has been established since 1801, when the Inhabitants 
ceased to be called upon, along with tne Marguilliers, for the elections 
and for the rendering of accounts.. " 

3. I have no documents, nor any Registers which can afford me in
formation as to what occurred before the Cession of Canada to Great 
Britain. The oldest Register is dated in 1761; the first record I find 
m It IS that of an account rendered. I copy it in its entire and the 
Honourable Committee will judge'of it. ' . 
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8. et 9. Dans toute paroisBe, mission au autre, que j'ai desservie jc 
n'ai trouve dans aucune l'usage d'appeler les notables aux: assemblee: de 
Fabrique, et n'ai pas voulu prendre sur moi de l'y introduire. 

10. Aucune connaissance que de mes paroissiens au proprietaires dans 
ma paroisse se soient plaints d'etre exclus des assemblees, ou aient adop
te quelques demarches a cet egard, ni que des decisions de cour soient 
interven ues sur ce su jet. 

11. Mon opinion est celle·ci: que les notables ne doivent pas etre ad
mis aux assemblees de Fabrique, et mes motifs d'opinion sont : que cet 
appel est trop ca,pable de troubler la paix et Ie bon ordre qui regnent 
gcneralement et doivent regner dans les assembl6es de Fabrique, et ne 
peut servir qu'a faire naitre la cabale, la division et l'esprit de parti ; 
que les pretendus abus qu'on crait exister dans les assemblees, ne me pa
raissent pas des raisons 6ufllsantes d'introduire un tel systeme, et qu'on 
dait s'en tenir a l'usage etabli dans Ia presque totalite des paroisses. de 
non appeler les notables. 

12. II me pal'ait difficile de determiner ces notables pour ne pa~ bles
ser la ju~tice ; j'appellerais notable tout proprietaire dans une paroisse, 
qui serait un homme d'une honfJI~te et d'une probite reconnue. 

Riviere du Loup, du Pare, 

7 Mars 1831. 

L. F. EELLEAU, Ptr~. Cure. 

Paroisse de la Riviere du Loup, Trois-Rivieres. 

1. II n'y a que les anciens et nouveaux marguilliers d'admis aux aSA 

semblees de Fabrique. .. 
2. Cet usage est etabli depuis 180 I, ou Pona cesse d'appeler Ies ha~ 

bitans avec lea marguilliers pour Ie3 elections et redditions de comptes. 

3. Je n'ai aucuns d<)cumens, ni regitres de Fabrique qui puissent me 
donner des renseignemens sur ce qui se Passait avant la cession du pays it 
la Grande-Bretagne : Ie plus a~~ien nlgitre date de 176~ ;" Ie pre~ier 
acte que j'y trouve est une reddltlOn de compte. Je Ie cOple tout entler, 
et I'honorable Comitc: en jugera. 

U2 
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" 1761. Account of Joseph Saucier, Margnillier. in office~ .in 1 '761-
In the said year the total amount received by the said MargUllhers, waa 
the sum of five hundred and ninety three livres, ten 

593 lvs. 10 801s, i. e. 
The expenditure of the same year amounted to the. . 

sum of five hundred and eighty eight livres, seven sols, I. e. 588 IV9. 7 

Balance, 5lvs: 3 

PETRIMOULX, Priest. 

4., From 1769 until 1801, I see that the Inhabitants, (without being 
designated as Notables,) were called along with the Marguilliers to the 
elections, and to the rendering of accounts; and since 1801, as I ~ave 
said above, none but the Marguilliers have been called to the electIOns, 
and the rendering of accounts. ~ do not know the cause of thi~ change. 
It may, however, be presumed that when the number of the Marguilliers 
became sufficient for the management of affairs, it was on that account, 
that other persons were discontinued to be called on; or that, which IS 

a probable case, because such meetings, consisting of all the inhabitants, 
did cause, or might be feared to create, disorder. 

5. See the answer to the fourth question. 
6. I never received at the election of Marguilliers the votes of any 

other persons than those of the old and new Marguilliers. 
7. This is thE' formula which I have always made use of for the con

vocation of the Fabl'ique meetings: "Messieurs, the old and new Mar
guill:ers, are requested to meet at the Sacristy, this day, at the close of the 
Mass, to appoint a new Marguillier, for the year, &c., or to receive the 
accounts of N., or for such other matter." 

8. It is now seventeen years and some months since I have been Curate 
of Riviere du Loup; in this space of time, I have two or three times 
called the Notables along with the Marguilliers to the meetings, when 
the question was as to great repairs or embellishments to be made to the 
Church. and I think this is a custom that may be continued without 
much inconvenience. 

9. I was, for one year, Curate of Ste. Genevieve de Batiscan and St. 
Stanislas, where I followed the same custom as here, because I found it 
established there. 

10. I have never heard it said that any of my Parishioners, not Mar
gu'llliers, have complained of being excluded from the Fabrique meetings. 
For more than a year past, I have held conversations with several of my 
Parishioners' a,s to the troubles that have arisen at Three Rivers, through 
the Notables of the place, and they all appeared to me to be little pleased 
with their measures, agreeing all in saying, that" it would be best to 
leaTe things as they are." 



347 

" 17,61.-C,ompte qe Joseph Saucier, marguillier ell charge en 176J. 
En l~ dlte annee la rec~tte tot~le ~u ditmarguillier s'est trouvee la somme 
de cmq ~ent quatre-vl~gt'helzc hvres dix sols, ci 593 lbs. 10 

La depense de la meme aooee a mOllte a la som. 
me de cillq cent quatre.viugt-hUlt livres sept 601s, 
CI 5881bs. 7 

---:1 

R. 5lbs. 3 

PETRIMOULX, Ptre. 

4. Depuis 1769 jusqu'a 1801, je vois qu'on appelait lea habitallS 
(sal~s de,sigllation de ,notables,) conjoilltemeot a~ec les marguilliers pour 
les elections et reddillons de comptes ; et depms 1801, comme je l'ai 
dit plus haut, on n'ajamais appele que les marguilliers pour eleclioos et 
redditions de comptes. Je ne coonais point la cause de ce changement. 
On pourrait pourtant presumer que b oombre dea marguilliers etant suf
fisant pour gerer les affaires, on a cesse pour celte raison d'appeler d'au
Ires persOllnes ; OU, ce qui est probable, parce que ces assemblees com
posees de tous les habitans auront amene oU fait craindre quelque desol'· 
dre. 

5. Voyez la n!poll5e ala qualrieme question, 
6. Je n'ai jamais re!;u, aux elections de rnargllilliers, lea votes d'all· 

tres personnes que des anciens et nouveaux marguilliers. 
7. Voici la formule dont j'ai toujours fait usage pour la convocation 

des assemblees de Fabrique: "MM. les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux 
sont pries de s'assembler a la Sacristie aujourd'hui a I'issue de la Messe, 
pour nommer un nouveau marguillier pour l'anoee, etc., ou pour rece· 
voir les comptes de N; ou telle autre affaire." 

8. II y a dix-sept ans et quelques mois que je auis Cure de la Riviere 
du Loup : dans eet espace de temps, j'ai appele deux ou trois fois les 
nOlables avec les rnarguilliers a des assemblees OU il s'ae;issait de grandes 
reparations ou embellissemens a faire a l'eglise ; et je crois que c'est un 
usage qui pourrait se continuer sans trop d'inconvenieDt. 

9. J'ai ete cure un an it Ste. Genevieve de Bastican et St. Stanislas, ou 
j'ai suivi la meme marche qu'ici, parce que je l'y ai trouvce ctablie. 

] O. Je n'ai jamais entendu dire qu'aucun de mes paroibsiens, autre 
que marguillier~, se soit plaint d'hre exclu des assemblees de Fali~i
que. Depuis plus d'un an, j'ai converse avec plusieurs de mes parols
'siens touchant les troubles suscites aux Trois-Rivieres pal' les notables du 
lieu, et ils m'ont tous paru peu edifies de leura demarches, s'accordant 
tous it dire, " que 1'0n ferait mieult de Iaisser les choses cOlUme elles 
50nl." 
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11. I think there would be little difficulty in admitting the Notable 
Inhabitants to all the Fabrique meetings; excepting to the elections of 
old and new lHarguilliers. It is very true that the l\Iarguilliers re,present 
the Parish, and that, on that account, it would seem to be fair and 
reasonable that they should be elected by the whole :Parish. Butifthis 
were allowed, we should very soon see unworthy persons on the official 
bench, with a series of disturbances, which it is very easy to foresee. 

12. It is very difficult to decide who are Notables in the Country. 
I think, however, one might consider as Notables, the Members of the 
Upper House and of the Lower House, the' Justices of the Peace, and 
the Officers of the Staff. As to the Farmers, each Cure, in his Parish, 
knows who is the most Notable; but as to de~ignating them, or fixing 
who they are by law, is what appears to me to be nearly impossible. 
For my own part, I declare I know nothing about it. 

LEBOURDAIS, Priest. 

Riviere du Loup. 18th Feby. 1831. 

Parish of Riviere Ouelle. 

1. The old and new Marguilliers are the only perfons who take 
part in the deliherations of the Fabrique meetings in this Parish: 
the other Parishioners are never called to them. 

2. I fee by the old Registers (Cashier,) or books of the render
ing of accounts, and for the elections of Marguilliers that since 
the yearsl747, 1751, none but the old and new Marguilliers have 
been called to the meetings. 

3. I have found nothing earlier than the faid years. 
4. I do not know whether previous to the aforesaid years the 

Notables were called to the meetings. I am inclined to believe 
not. 

5. I can fay nothing as to this. 
6. I have never received any other votes than thofe ot the old 

and new MarguiUiers. 
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1 I. Je pense qu'il n'y aurait que tiel-pen de difficult6 d'adtllct[rc 
les habitans notables h tontes les assemblces de Fabriques, excepte aux 
elections de marguilliers anciens et nouveaux. Ii est bien vrai que les 
malguilliers representent la parois;e, ct que, pour cela i\ para1trait j:.l9tc 
et raisonnable qu'ils fussent elus pac toute In paroisse. Mais, si (In Ie 
permettait, {)11 verrait bien vite d",ns Ie bane de \'Oluvre des personncs 
qui n'en sont point dignes, et une foule de desol'dres qu'il est tnJ6-aise 
de prevoir. 
. 12. II est tres-difficile de determiner quels sont les notables dans une 

campagne. Je crois qu'on pourrait pourtant regarder comrne notables 
les nlt'mbres de b charnbre haute et ceux de la chambre basse, les j uges 
de paix et les officiers de i'etat-major. Quant aux cultivateurs, chaque 
cure, dans sa pal'oisse, connalt quels sont Ie, pIllS notables; mais quant 
a les designer ou decerminer par llne loi, c'est ce qui me para!t presque 
impossible. Pour moi, j'avolle que je n'y enlelld l'ien. 

I,EBOURDAIS, Plre. 

Riviere du LOllP, 18 Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse de la Rivie're Ouelle. 

1. Les anciens et nouveaux mirguilliers font les feuis qui aient 
part auX deliberations des aifemblees de Fabrique dans ceUe pa
roiife; leq autres paroiiliens n'y font jamais appeles. 

2. Je vois par d'anciens cahiers ou livres de reddition de compd 
tes et elections de'marguilliers que de puis les annees 1747, 1751) 
on n'a jamais appele aux aifemblees que Jes anciens et nouveaux 
marguilliers. 

3 Je n'ai rien trouve au-deLl des annees fusdites. 
4: J'ignore si avant les annees fusdites, les notables etaient 

appelees auX aifemblees ; je fui. porte a ~rojle que non. 

5. Je ne puis rien dire la·deifus. . 
6. Je n'ai jamais re~u d''.Iutres votes que ceux des anclcns et 

nouveaux marguillierti. 
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7. I call the old and new Marguilliers to the meetings i~ thefe 
terms :-" Messieurs the old and new Marguilliers are requefted 
to meet at the Sacrifiy, after Mass." 

8. I have always followed the cufiom that I found efiablished 
here. 

9. I do not very well recollect the cuftoms in the other Parishes 
where I have officiated. and am not able to give fatisfac;tory 
anfwers on this fubject. . 

] o. It has never come to my knowledge that any Parishioner 
has complained of not being called to the meetings. 

11. I believe that to allow of the participation of the Notables 
in the Fabrique meetings, would introduce much trouble and con
fusion; intrigues and hot-headed men would acquire the rule. 
and would do nothing but harm. The refult would at length be 
that the ?arishioners who were decent and peaceable would with
draw. I would wish to know what good would enfue. Public 
good, the interest of the Fabrique, would be laid on one side; and 
private interest alone would be considered. 

12. What is meant by Notables should be defined; otherwife 
all would pretend to be fuch. If by Notables are underftopd the 
Seigneur, the Magifirates, the fenior Officers of Militia, we should 
know what we were about, and there would not any very great 
inconveniences arife from calling them to the Fabrique meet
ings. 

P. VIAU, Vic. General & Cure. 

Riviere OuelIe, 23d Feby. 1831. 

Parish of St. Roch des Aulnets. 

1. The old and new MarguilIiers are the only perfons who take 
part in the deliberations of the Fabrique meetings in my Parish: 
there is nobody who is called Notable. 

2. This cufiom appears to have taken place ever since 1720, at 
the time of the coonruction of the first Church at St. Roch as . , 
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7. J'appelle aux affembtees les marguilliers anciens et nouveal1~ 
en ces termes: MM. les :mciens et nouveaux marguilliers font 
pries de s'aifembler a la Sacriftie apres la Meife. 

8. J'ai toujours fuivi I'usage que j'ai trouve etabli ici. 

9. Je ne me rappelle pas aff"ez bien les u(ages des autres pa
roiifes que j'ai deifervies, pour donner a ce fujet des reponfes fa
tisfalfantes; 

10. It n'eft jamais venu a ma connaiifance qu'aucun paroiffien 
fe foit plaint de n'etre pas appf'le aux aifemblees. . 

11. Je crois que la participation des notables aux aifemblees de 
Fabrique y mettrait beaucoup de trouble et de confufion ; des 
intriguans, des tetes chaudes parviendraient a y dominer, et n'y 
feraient que du mal. Ii en refulterait qu'it la fin les paroiffiens 
honnetes et paifibles s'en retireraient. Je laiff"e a decider fi Ie 
bien fe ferait. Alors Ie bien public, I'interet des Fabriques ferait 
mis de cotE, on ne s'occuperait que des interets particuliers. 

12. Il faudrait dEfinir ce qu'on entend par notables; autrement 
tous pretendraient I'etre. Si par notables, on entendait, Ie fei
gneur, les magi£l:rats, les premiers officiers de milice, on faurait 
a quoi s'en tenir; et il ne pourrait pas refulter de graves incon. 
veniens de les appeler aux aff"emblees de Fabrique. 

P. VIAU, Vic.-Genl. et Cure. 

Riviere-Ouelle, 23 FEvrier 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Roch des Aulnets. 

1. Les anciens f't nouveaux marguilliers font les feuls qui pren
nent p~rt aux deliberations des aff"emblees de Fabrique, dans rna 
paroiife; il n'y a perfonne qui foit defigne notable. , . 

2. Cet ufage paralt avoir eu lieu des 1720, lors de l~ batItre 
de Ja premiere eglife a St. Roch, comrne cela peut fe VOir par Ie 
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may be [een by the book of accounts of the {aid Fabrique at the 
time; and I do not know of any change that has t.aken place here 
in that refpect, since that date. 

3. My anfwer to the fecond quefiion, replies also to this ques-
tion. 

4. My anfwers to the two first quefiions, should suffice for this 
fourth. See above. 

5. No change appears to have taken place at St. Roch. 
6. At the elections of Marguilliers, I never received any other 

votes than those of the old and new Marguilliers. 
7.' I stated, at the sermons of the Parochial Masses, that, Mes

sieurs the old and new Marguilliers, on extraordinary occasions, 
were requefied to meet, after Mass, at the found of the bell, 
which always rings at St. Roch, at fuch a place, which 1 pointed 
out, there to proceed to the election of a new Marguillier, or for 
the rendering of the accounts of fueh an old Marguillier. And 
on ordinary occasions, I fummoned only the Marguilliers in office. 
I do not here fpeak of the convocation of meetings of the whole 
Parish, which is always the cafe, when it is intended to make the 
inhabitants contribute from their own purfes, towards something. 

8. It appears to me "that I have replied to this quefiion, in 
anfwering the two first that have been put to me. 

9. Heretofore I officiated at the Miffion of Memramkook for 
six years-which Miffion does not belong to this Province, but 
there the Fabrique affairs were concucted in the fame manner as 
I have detailed, in my above anfwers, refpecting the Fabrique 
of St. Roch des Aulnets. 

10. At the period when certain proceedings were infiituted 
against my Fabrique, by a particular refident in my Parish, who, 
at first, failed twice in the Court of King's Bench, and which fuit 
was afterwards fucceffively appealed, perfons who apparently 
feemed to have been inftigated by the Plaintiff against the Fa
brique, and by some of his relations, went round the Parish, in 
order, as it were, to found the alarm, and endeavoured to intro
duce themfelves into divers meetings of MarguiHiers, contrary to 
cufiom, and shewing a defire to prevent the Fabrique from de
fending the action against the Plaintiff, and to complain of its op
preffion, defiring, no doubt to deprive .. the Fabrique of a lot of 
land, which was very neceifary for them, of which they had 
always had peaceable poIsefsion, and which they appear to have 
acquired in virtue of an undeniable title. 
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li\'re des comptes de la dite F abriqu~ alors; ct je ne connais all
cun changement qui ait eu lieu ici depuis cette date a ce fujet. 

3, Ma reponfe it la feconde queftion, ci-deffus, fatisfait aulli a 
Ja prefente queftion. 

4, Mes rt!ponfes aux deux premieres queftions doivent fatisfaire 
pour cette quatrieme. Voyez plus haul:!. 

5. Aucun changement ne parait avoir eu lieu a St. Roch. 
6. Aux election3 des marguilliers, je n'ai jamais re<;u d'autres 

votes que ceux des anciens et nouveaux marguilliers. 
7. rai dit aux prones des meues paroilliales, que meffieurs les 

anciens et nouveaux marglliUiers, dans les cas extraordinaires, 
etaient pries de s'aiTembler it 1a fuite de la mefie, au fon de la 
cloche, qui fonne toujours a St. Roeh, dans un tef lieu que je de
fignais, et lit pour proceder a "l'eleetion d'un nouveau marguillier, 
ou pour Ja reddition des comptes de tel ancien marguillier. Et 
d:lns les cas ordinaires, j 'ai convoqlle feulemeut Ies marguilliers de 
l'<ruvre. Je ne parle point ici de la convocation des affemblees 
de taute la paroiffe, qui a lieu toujours lorfcJll'on veut rendre les 
habitans contribuables de leurs propres bourfes, pour quelques 
chofes. 

8. J'ai repondu ce me femble a cette queftion, en repondant 
aux deux premieres qui m'out ete faites. 

9. J'ai ci.devant deffervi la million Je Memramkook pendant 
six ans, laquelle million n'eft point de cette province; mais la, 
les affaires de Fabrique etaient geres comme je l'ai indique dans 
mes repon[es ci-deffus pour la Fabrique de St. Roch des Aulnets. 

10. Lors d'une certaine procedure, intentee contre ma Fabri
que, par un certain habitant de ma paroiife, lequel habitant a 
d'abord [uccombe deux fois en cour du Bane du Roj, et laqutl e 
cau[e a enfuite ete mife fucceffivement en appel; des perfonnes 
en apparence, mires en mouvement par Ie demandeur contre la 
Fabrique, et par quelques-uns de fes parens, ont parcouru la pa
roiii'e, pour, en quelque forte fonner l'alarme, et ont tache de 
s'iotroduire dans certaines affemblees des marguilliers contre I'u
fage, temoignant Ie defir d'empecher la Fabrique d~ repondre a 
]a pourfuite du demandeur contre elle, et de te plamdre de fes 
vexations, voulant fans doute, laiffer enlever a la Fabrique un 
terrein qui lui eft nc:cefiaire, dopt eUe a toujours joui paifiblement 
et qu'elle parait avoir acquis par des titres inconteftables. 

X2 
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11. ,I think it will be much better for the elections of Mar
guilliers to continue to be made by meetings of old and. new Mar
guilliers, and that all the Fabrique affairs, should be dlscuffed by 
the old and new Marguilliers, on extraordinary occafions, and by 
the new Marguilliers alone on ordinary occasions. As to Notables, 
if by fuch are underftood ali who have votes at the election of 
Reprefentatives, becaufe cln.ey hold lands, these then are no longer 
Notables, as then a whole Parish would confist of nothing but 
Notables; which appears a contradiction in terms. See the 
Dictiollnaire de t' Academie. The word Notables, confidered as a 
subfrantive, fignifies the principal and mOst confequential perfons 
of a City, of a Province, or_of a State; now, it would not be agreea
ble to this definition, the most principal of th~ Parish who would 
be Notables, but the whole Parish en masse, beggars excepted. 
If by Notables are underfrood thofe of a certain c\afs, fuch as 
Officers of Militia, or thofe who have legal fituations, they will be 
often perfons loaded with debts: and in the first cafe, the Notable 
Landholders, can only compofe meetings more tumultuous and 
more diforderly than thofe by whom our Reprefentatives are ap
pointed: in the latter cafe thofe perions alluded to loaded with 
debts may find the means of getting themfelves elected, and after
wards fettle with their creditors with the money belonging to the 
Fabrique. I will add, that at fuch meetings, the Cure, and the 
perfons who are peaceable and difposed to maintain the interests of 
the Fabrique, will often be forced to withdraw for decency's fake, 
in order not to be fubjected to infult. 

] 2. In anfwering the eleventh quefrion, I have faid that to con
duct the affairs of the Fabrique, I should defire none !Jut the old 
and new Marguilliers; and I could not point out any Notables. 

Ls. BRODEUR, Priest, 

Cure of St. Roch. 

Parish qf St. Roch, de Quebec. 

Being .a ne~ Curat~, and in a Parish lately erected, I can give 
you but lIttle mformatlOn as to the quefrions, which you have done 
me the honour of tr:mfmitting to lne. Nevertheless I shall en
dea~our to the best of my ability to do what you desire. The 
Parish of St. Roeh de Quebec, canonically erected on the 27th 
September, 1829, possessed, for the purpofe of adminiftering the 
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11. J e penfe qu'il vaut beaucoup mieux que les elections de 
marguilliers continuent d'etre faites par des afiemblees d 'anciens 
et. nouveaux I?:rguiJliers, et ~lue toutes Ies affaires de la Fabrique 
fOlent aoffi gerees par les anCiens et nouveaux marguilliers Elans les 
cas extraordinaires, (;t par les nouveaux feulement dans les cas or
dinaires. Quant a des notables, fi on entend par la, tous ceux 
qui ont voix alJX elections des reprefentans, parce qu'iIs ont quel
ques proprietes. ce ne font plus des notables, parce qu'alors pre!
que toute une paroiife ne ferait compofee que de notables; ce 
qui parait repugner dans les termes. Voyez Ie Dictionnaire de 
l' Academie. Not3ble, pris fubftantivement, fignifie les princi
paux et les plus confiderables d'une ville, d'une province, d'un 
etat; or ce ne ferait plus d'apres cette definition, les plus confi
derables de la paroiife, mais toute la paroilTe en maife ; excepter 
les mendians. Si on veut entendre par notables, ceux d'une cer
taine claife. comme les officiers de milice, ce!lX qui ont quelques 
charges dans la judicature, ce ne fera fouvent que des perfonnes 
grevees de dettes; etdans Ie premier cas, les notables proprie
taires ne pourront que compo[er des aifemblees plus tumultueufes 
et plus indecent~s que ceUes qui nomment nos reprefentans ; 
dans Ie cas dernier, ces perfonnes grevees de dettes, pourront 
trouver Ie moyen de fe faire elire et de fatisfaire enfuile leurs cre. 
anciers avec les deiliers de la Fabrique. J'ajouterai, qu'a de telles 
at1emblees, Ie cure et les pertonnes paifibles, les plus difpofces a 
foutenir les interets d'une Fabrique, [eront fouvent obliget:s de 
fe retirer par decence tt pour [e fouftraire aux injures. 

l2. 1'ai dit en reponciant it !'onzieme queHion, que pour les 
affaires de Fabriques, je ne voudrois que des anciens et nouveaux; 
marguilliers, et jc ne faurais indiquer de notables. 

Ls. BRODEUR, Ptre. 
Cure de St. Roch. 

Pa}"oisse de St. Roch de Quebec. 

Etant nouveau cure, et dans une paroiife nouvellemeut el'igee, 
je ne pourrai vous donner que peu de renfeignemens fur les ques
tions que vous m'avez fait !'honneur ?e me tra,n[meltre. Je m.e 
preterai, neanmoins, felon mes connalifa?ces, ~ ~e, que vou~ ex 1-

ez. La Paroiife de Saint.Roch de Quebec, en~~e canoOlque
~ent Ie 27 Septembre 1829, avait ell, pOlll" aJl11l1ufirer les reve~ 
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Corporation, conGsting of [even members, confinned by Letters 
Patent. This Corporation, under the denomination of Truftees, 
formed the Proprietary of the Church. At the time of the 
canonical erection of the Parish of St. Roch, thefe Truftees, ati .. 
joined to themfelves Marguilliers, but have n6t ceased to be Pro
prietors, and to administer the revenues of the Church c0njointly 
with the Marguilliers. The election of the first Marguilliers was 
made by the Truftees and the Cure alone, without either any con
vocation or the admission of Notables, and that at the demand of 
the 'l'ruftees, Proprietors, and by ordainment of the fuperior 
ecc1esiaftical authority, conformably to what is practised in the 
cure of Quebec. The Cure, the Truftees, and the MarguiHiers 
alone, elect the new Marguilhers, and assist at the rendering of 
accounts. After the dection of the first Marguilliers, made as 
above mentioned, a protest was ferved upon me with thirty-six 
signatures. As to the participation of thofe who are contributors, 
in the Fabrique meetings, I believe this meafure to be one that will 
create great difturbances, becaufe a large number is very unfit for 
coming to a decifion. feeing the diverfity of opinions, and the 
intrigues which will neceffarily take p:ace. This fystem alfo, ap
pears to me to be quiteoppofed to all the other inftitutions which 
are only administered by a ftipulated number of perfons chosen 
ad hoc. I think, for the rest, that it wQuld be generally ustful, 
(and here I do not think it neceffary, Dnce the Church maintains 
and repairs itself Ollt of its own income without any contribution 
on the part of the Pari;.hioners,) to admit to the Fabriqlile meet
ings, a certain number of the Parishioners, besides the MarglJil
liers: and yet I do not therefore look upon it as neceffary that 
thofe who might be considered as Notables, having a right to 
assist at thole meetings should be pointed out. It would, in my 
opinion be more natural and perhaps more in conformity with 
what takes place in other matters which concern the public in
terest, that each Parish should appoint a certain number of per
ions, and that the perfons fo elected bv the Parish, should alone 
have the ~ig~t of repreienting them al~ng with the Marguilliers, 
alld of as&lstlDg at the meetings. This opinion, which I fubmit, 
appears to me to be that which would occasion the least dissention, 
the praifeworthy object, which is held in, view in the regulations 
which are defired to be formed. 

St, Roeh de Quebec, 
18th February, 1831. 

AL. MAILLOUX, Priebt •. 
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nus de fon cglife, confacree Ie 8 Octobre 1813, une corporation 
compofe~ de fept membres, confirmee par lettres patente,. Cette 
corporation, fous Ie nom de fyndics, etait proprietaire de l'eglife. 
Au moment.de l'erection canonique de la Paroiffe St. Roch ces 
[yndics fe font adjoints des marguillierA, mais n'ont pas ceife'd'e
tre proprietaires et d'adminil1:rer conjointement avec les marguil
liers les revenus de l'eglife. L'election des premiers marO"ullliers 
s'e£l:faite par les fynd:ci et Ie cure feuls, fans convocatio~ ni ad
miffiondes notables, et cela a la demande des fyndics proprietaires, 
et par ordonnance du fuperieur eCclefiastique, en conformite a 
ce qui fe pratique a la cure de Quebec. Le cure, les fyndics et 
les marguilliers {euls font I'election des nouveaux marguilliers et 
affistent ala redclition des comptes. i,pres l'election de~ premiers 
marguilliers, faite Comme ci-deffus, il me fut prefente un proth 
avec 36 fignatures Quant a 1a participation de tons Ies contribuables 
aux alremblees de Fabriqu e, je crois cette mefure propre a creer 
de grandes difficultes, parce que Ie grand nombre eft peu propre 
a decider, vu la diverfite des fentimens et les cabales qui neces
fairement auraient lieu. Ce fen time nt, d'ailleurs, me paralt ab
folument contraire a ce qui fe pratique dans toutes les autres infti
tutions qui nt: font regies que par un certain nombre de perfonnes 
<:hoifills ad hoc. Je penfe, au refte, qu'il ferait utile en general 
(ici je ne crois pas la chofe neceffaire, puifque l'eglile fe foutient et 
fe repare par fe, propres revenus fans aucune contribution de la 
part des paroiffiens,) d'admettre aux affemblees de Fabrique, ou
tre les marguilliers, un certain nombre de paroiffiens. Je rle crois 
pas qu'il fut pour cela neceffaire de decider quels feraient les no
tables qui auraient droit d'y aflister. n ferait, a mon, avis, plus 
naturel et plus conforme a ce qui fe pratique dans les autres affaires 
qui regardent les inten~ts generJUX, que chaque pa.rDiffe nomn;ut 
un certain nombre de perfonnes : ces perfonnes alOfi nommees 
.par la paroiffe, pour la reprefenter, auraient feules droit, conjoi~
tement avec les marguilliers, d'affibtel: a~lx affem~lces: Ce fe.ntl
ment que je foumets, me parait deVOir etre celm qUi cauferalt Ie 
mains de trouble, but lou able qu'on fe propofe dans les reglemens 
que l'on veut dreffer. 

Saint-Roch de Quebec, 
18 Fcvrier ]832. 

AL. MAiLLOUX, Ptrc. 
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Parish of Ste. Sclwlastique 
1. 2. S. 4. 5. 6, 8. I anfwer to the first, fecond, third, fourth, 

fifth, sixth and eighth quefiions, that in this Parish, none but the 
Marguilliers have been called to the Fabrique meetings for the 
election of new Margllilliers, (the first having been, neverthe!ess, 
elected iLl a general Parish meeting.) This Parish has been erect
ed since 1825, and no change has taken place since that period. 

7. " The Margllilliers are requefied to meet, at the found of 
the bell, at the c10fe of Mass, at the Sacrifiy, for," &c. 

9. Ste. Scholastique is my first cure. 
10. Never. 
II· As to the participation of the Notable Inhabitants in the 

Fabrique meetings, I am of opinion that, in thofe Parishes where 
they have been accllfl:omed to be called in, it would be dangerous, 
if not unjust, to exclude them; but, as in the greater part of the 
Parishes in this Diocefe, it is a constant cuitom for the meetings 
to consist exclufively of the 01<1 Marguilliers,jointly with the Mar
guilliers of the official bench, under the prefiaency of the Cure, 
or of the Marguillier in office, I think it would be still more 
dangerous to change that state of things. I st-Becaufe experi
ence shews that this mode of proceeding in the greatefi number of 
Parishes is in no wife prejudic.ial to the interests of the Parishioners; 
that, on the contrary, it may be faid that, in gel'ieral, our Fabriques 
are well adminifiered; and that, befides, with very few excep
tions, the inhabitants have nothing to fay against it, and do not 
complain. 2d-Becaufe it is not, with refpect to our Fabriques, as it 
is with other public adminifirations, inasmuch as, befides the con
frant controu\ of the old Marguilliers, who are almost always the 
most refpectable and Notable Inhabitants of the Parish, having the 
experience and knowledge ufual and m;ceffary for the adminifiration 
of the Fabrique, and the administrators have moreover the benefit 
of that of the Bishop of the Diocefe. who iuperintends the due 
adminifiration, and to whom, of necessity, recourfe must be had, 
on important occasions. 3d-Becaufe, if the Notables are admit
ted, it could hardly be otherwife than that all the inhabitants of 
the Parish must be received into thofe meetings, excepting only 
the fmall number of thofe who have no land, as I shall again fay in 
the anfwer to the next question; that thefe numerous meetings 
would be a constant [ource of diffention, fince, by the frequency 
of thefe meetings the inhabitants would be unceafingly in contact 
with the administrators, and that there would therefrom neceffarily 



Parois:e de Sle. Scltolastiqlle. 

~., 2., 3., 4, 5.,6., et 8. Je reponds it la premiere, deuxieme, 
trOlueme, qnatrieme, cinquieme, fixieme et huitieme queftions 
que, dans c"tte paroiffe; i[ n'ya que les marguilliers d'appeies aux: 
a.ffemblees de ~abrique, et pour I'election des nouveaux marguil
hers (les premiers ayant Deanmoins ete eius dans une affemblee 
generale de la paroiffe.) Cette paroiffe ell: etablie depuis 1825, 
et il n'ya point eu de changement depuis cette epoque. 

7. " Les marguilliers font pries de s'affembler a l'i{fue de la 
Meffe, au fon de la cloche, dans la Sacriftie, pour .•• " 

9. Ste. Scholaftique e11: ma premiere cure. 
] o. Jamais. 
11. Quam a 1a participation des habitans notables aux affem

blees de Fabrique, je fuis d'avis que dan5 les paroiffes OU il eft d'u
fage de les appeler, il lerait dangereux, fi non injufte, de les en 
exclure. Mais comme dans la plupart des,paroiffes de ce diocese, 
il eft d'un ufage conftant que les affemblees fe compofent exclu
fivement des anciens marguilliers avec les margui!liers du banc, 
fous la prefidence du cure ou du marguillier en charge, je crois 
qu'il lerait encore plus dangereux de changer cet etat de chofe ~ 
1 0 Parce que l'experience prouve que ce mode de procCder dans 
Ie plus grand nombre de paroiifes n'eft aucunement prejudiciable 
aux interets des paroiffiens ; qu'au contraire, on peut dire que 
n'os Fabriques font generalement bien adminiftrees, et que d'ail
leur'S, a tres-peu d'exceptions pres, Ies habitans n'y trouvent point 
a redire et ne s'en plaignent point. 2 0 Parce qu'il n'en eft pas 
de nos Fabriques comme d'autres admiftrations publiques, en ce 
que, outre Ie controle continuel des anciens marguilliers, qui 
font prefque toujours les plus refpectables et notablts habitans de 
la paroiife, ayant l'experience et les connaiifances ufuelles et ne
ceifaires a l'adminiftration de la Fabrique, les adminiftrateurs ont 
encore celui de l'ev~que du diocefe, qui furveille a la due admi
nistration, et auquel il faut neceffairement avoir recours dans les 
occafions importantes. 3 0 Parce que, fi l'on admettait les nota
bles, on ne pourrait guere faire autrement que de recevoir dans 
ces aifemblees tous les habitans de la paroiife, fi l'on en excepte 
feulement Ie petit nombre de ceux qui n'ont point de propriete, 
comme je Ie dirai dans la reponie a la queftion fuivante; que ces 
afiemblees nombreufes feraient une [ource continuelle de divifionf, 
Ies habi tans fe trouvant ,Par la t'requence de ces aifemblees fans 
ceffe en contact avec Ies adminiftrateurs, et qu'il en refulterait ne
celfairement un conflitJ une cQllifion nuifible qui entraverait inu-
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refult an injurious conflict and collifinn, which would impede the 
affairs of the Fabrique ufelessly and without any benefit. For the 
rest, in this petty administration, as in the administration of a 
State, the people can neit enter into the details; t~:cy must of 
necessity delegate their powers ; and that was that which was 
done by the appointment of the first Marguilliers. I should at 
kast desire that general meetings should only be held on imp or
t:1Ot occasions, fuch as when a law suit is to be undertaken, new 
regubtions made, altering the rate of the dues belonging to the 
Fabrique, increasing the ftipends of the Church officials, &c. 
I am therefore of opinion that it will demonftrate the wisdom of 
the Legislature if they change nothing in the e~tablished custom_ 
until it be proved that it has given rise to great abufes, and to re 
peated and well founded complaints; for changes and innovations, 
efpeciall y in matters of this nature, are always liable to great in
conveniences. It is a matter of fact that the prefent state of 
things is generally good, and that we ought therefore to be fatis
fied with it. "In endeavouring to be better, we are often ex
pofed to be worfe off." 

12. In France, in fome Parishes, where meetings of this kind 
conGsled of Notables, only fuch as wer~ rated at a poll-tax of one 
hundred francs, and upwards, were reckoned to be Notables: in 
others all the landholders were indiscriminately called to them. 
For the rest, there, as here, tb.e ufage established in each Parish 
was fullowed. It would not be easy to anfwer this question; and 
it must be conceived that in this country, it would, in the prefent 
state of society, be impossible to determine that qualification 
practically, otherwife than by considering all the freeholders, and 
owners of landed property, as Notables. 

P. J. DE LAMOTHE, Priest; Curate. 
Ste. Scholastique, 27th Feby. 1831. 

Parish of Sorel. 
1. The old and new Marguilliers are almost the only perfons 

who take part in the deliberations; very few others offer them
felves. 
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tileUlel~t et {an5 aucun avantage les affaires de La Fabrique. QU'all 
re'fte dans cette petite auminifl:ration. comme dans celie d'un etat, 
Ie peuple nepeut entrer dans Les details: il doit neee.ffairement 
d61eguer fes pouvoirs: et e'eft ee qui a He fait dans la nomina. 
tion des premiers marguilliers. Je voudrais du moins qU'on re
fervat les afiemblees generales pour les oecafioJtls importantes, 
comme lorfqu'il s'agit d'entreprendre un proces. de faire quelques 
regie mens nouveaux pour Lharger la taxe des droits appartenans 
a la .Fabrique, augmenter les gages des officiers de l'eglife, etc. 
Je futs done d'opinion qu'il eft de la lageife de la Legiflature de 
ne rien changer it l'ufagE: etabli, jufqu'a ce qu'ii ait ete prouve qu'il 
ait donne lieu it des abus graves, it des plaintes multipliees et bien 
fondees ; car les changemens, les innovations, furtout dans des 
matieres de cette nature, font toujours fujets it de grands incon
veniens. IL eft de fait que l'etat aetuel des chofes ell: gener:llement 
bon, et il faut done s'en contenter. "On s'expofe en chercnant 

'" Ie mieux a ne rencontrer que Ie pire" 

H2. En France, ou, dans quelques p;!roiffes, les affemblee, de 
ce genre etaient compo/ces de notables, on. ne reputait tels que 
'ceux qui etaient impofes a cent francs de tadle, e~ au·deffus ; dans 
d'autre3, taus les proprietaire~ y etaient indisti~ctement appcles. 
Du rell:e, la comme ici, on fuivail l'u[agc etabll dans chaqLle pa
roiffe. It ne ferait pas facile de repondre a cette queftion, et 1'0n 
fent que dans ce paY6-ci. il fer;Jit impo~ble dans fetat ~etuel de 
la ioeiete, de <.:eterminer {;ette qualzficatlOn dans la pratlqut!. au
trement qu'en reputant notables taus les francs-tenaneiers on 
proprietaires fonciers. 

P. J. DE LAMOTHE, Ptre. Cure. 
Ste, Scholaftique, 27 Fevrier 1831. 

Paroisse de Sorel. 
1. Les marguilliers anciens et nouv:aux fJn,t rr.erqu,e Je! feuts 

qui prennent part aux deliberations ; tres peu d autres s y prcsen-
tent, '2 Y 



2. 3.4.5. There is nothing in my cu~tody that can inform 
me that there has been any fixed ufage in the holding of the meet
ings. It appean that, as well before, as :Jfter the Conquebt, and 
that for the rendering of accounts, the Marguilliers alone attend
ed the meetings, but that, from time to ~ime) fome others of the 
Parishioners were there. 

6. I received the votes of an who offered themfelves. These 
elections are not ufuaJly very numerously attended. I have 
fcldom feen more than twenty perfons prefent. I have made 
elections with five only. 

7 8. I have always {ummoned the old and new Marguilliers 
along with the Notables. 

9. The Curates who are my successors, will be able to anfwer 
more accurately than I can, as to what rElates to their Parishe'. 

J O. My anfwers to the sixth, feventh, and eighth questions, 
naturally anfwer this, at least as to the period of my refidence: 
and I have no knowledge that before my time any of the Parish~ 
ioners or Landholders have complained of having been excluded 
from the Fabrique meetings. 

Ii. It is difficult to anfwer this question without knowing what 
is meant by No/apfFs. If by this be 'lDderstood perfons, amongst 
the Parishioners, distillguished by their rank, thtir education, 
their profe>bion, or their large property, I shou;d be glad to fee 
the Notables take part in the Fabrique meetings, for it [eerns to me 
that as thus affairs would be tranfacted with greater publicity, and 
by a larger number of enlighrened men, the Cures, would by that 
means, and efpe(ially in the Country Pari,hes, be protected 
against fundry unjust imputations often made by ignorant or evil 
minded perions. But, on the contrary, If by Notables are under
slOod, all the land-owners indiscriminat~ly, nothing would be the 
refult but difficulty, and great tardiness in the tranfaction of 
business, for in fuch meetings, at which all will have a right to 
attend, tbe lowest characters will:,e found, thofe who contribute 
almost norh:ng to the fupport of Church affairs, and who care the 
lea-t in religious matters for the Priest, who will put themselves the 
most forward, to oppofe well meaning people, create disturbance, 
Occ2lSion confusion, &c. 

12. The Seigneur of the place, and his male heirs, having at. 
tained their majority, every Member of the Councilor of Parlia
mef't,residing lD the Parish, the Justices of the Peace, the C~ptains 
of Miiitia. and other Officers of fuperior rank, Notaries, Physi
cians, and Surveyors, when they are landholders; he who owns 
three lots of land or more, or who, owning more land than he ca~ 
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?, 3",.4. et. 5: Ri~n en ma poffeffion qui pui11'e me faire con
na!tre qu II y ~It Jamal;; eu un ulage fixe dans la tenue des affem
blees. On VOlt qu'av \?~, comme depuis la conquet'" e. cela. par 
Ie" feuls actes?e reddltlon de compte>, Ies marguillier~ feuls as
fistalent ~ux afle:nblees. ~t que de temps en temp;, quelqueii a'l
tres parOlffien:; s y trouvalent. 
_ 6 .. J'ai !ec;u les. v~tes de tons ceux qui fe lont prefentes. Ce 
elec,tlOns font ordtnalrement tres-peu nombreufes ; j'y ai vu rare
meot pius de vingt perfonnes. J'ai fait des election:; avec cinq 
feulement. 

7· et 8. J'ai toujours invite les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux 
ainfi que les notables. ' 

9. Les cures mes fucceffeurs pourront repondr~ plus exactement 
que moi fur ce qui regarde leurs paroiffes. 

10 Mes reponfes a la fixieme, feptieme et huitieme queftions 
repondent naturellement pour celle-ci, au moins pour Ie temps de 
ma rdidence, et je n'ai nuile connaiffance qll'avant moi, des !Ja_ 
roiffiens ou des proprietaires fefoient p:aints d'etre exclus des a.;
femblee~ de F,\brique. 

11. II eft difficile de repondt'e :l cette queition, f~n, favoir ce 
qu'on veut entendre par tlolahfe~. :-,i on vetlt dire CI'rtaiae, per
fonnes diltingnes, parmi les paroiffiens, par leur qUl!;U, leur eel'1-
cation, leur profeffion au leurs grande" propriCteii, j'aimerai, \'oi,.' 
le~ llotab~e~ participt'r aux aifemblee, de Fa!;), iq',e, car il me [em· 
ble que les chofes fe fai,ant plu; pllbliquernent et par un p:us 
gralJd nombr ~ de gtLls eci::li .. es, les cures fe II ollveraient p~r !a, a 
l'abri, et furtout :i la campagne, de certaines irnputation injuftt", 
faites fou vent par des homl11e~ ignorans et de m.w va: ,e fvi, i\iji; 
au contraire, Gon emend par {tOtables IOUS les tenanciers indi,;
tinctement, il ne peut en refulter que du trouble et une grande 
lenteur dans les affaires, car on verra dans ces affemblees, oil [DUS 

auront droit de fe trouver, Ies plus bas clracteres, ceux qui ne 
contribuent prelqu'en rien a I'emrelien des chofes de l'egJife. et 
ql!i occupent Ie mains Ie pretre en fait de religion, iltre Ie; pre
miers it s'avancer, a entraver les gens bien intentionnes, mettre 
la divifioll, cauier Ie defordre, etc. 

12. Le feigneur du lieu et les enfans males en age de majorite, 
tout membre du confeil ou du parlement, refidant dans Ja paroiffe, 
les juges de paix, les capitaines de milice, et autres officiers ~e 
rang fuperieur, les notaires, medecins et arpenteurs, quand lis 
feront proprietaires; celui qui poifedant trois terres, Oll plus, ou 
qui poffedant plus de terres qu'il n'en peut cultiver par lui ou par 
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cultivate either himfelf or by his children, is obliged to employ 
one or more F .. rmers; and in short every man who is a landholder, 
and wilo, on account of his education. is a man of consideration. 

N. B.-It may perhaps be said th~t that which is a fact in my 
Parish is an argument against the inconveniences which I thillk 
may arife from admitting all the landholders to the Fabrique 
meetings, but I beg the gentlemen of the Committee to consider 
my Parishioners of Sorel can not be the basis ot a general rule; 
becaufe, in cool discrimination, and they never come in any other 
feeling, to the meetings, my Parishioners are the most peaceab:e 
of men, and the most indifferent as to Cuch meetings, fo mu{;h fo 
that I have frequently reproached them in public, for not coming 
to the meetings in fufficient numbers. 

J. B. KELLY, Priest. 

William Henry, 12th February, 1831. 

Parish of'St. Sulp'ice. 

1. None but the old and new Marguilliers t:lke part in the de
liberations of the Fabr,ique meetings; the other Inhabitants are 
not admitted to them. 

2. This cuftom has existed since the year 1766, without having 
experienced any change. 

S From )741 to 1766, the Notab1e Inhabitants were admitted 
along with the old and new Marguilliers, when they desired it, to 
the election of Marguilliers, and the rendering of accounts; from 
that time forward that bas not been the cafe. 

4. I believe t!13t the rearon why the Notables ceased from at
tending the meeting~ at that period,. waS becaufe that there was 
then a. sufficient number of Marguilliers. to conduct the affairs. 

5. I can not assign the reafons which. occasioned this altera
tion. 

6. Since I have been in this Parish, I have received at the 
election of the Marguilliers, none but the votes.of the old and new 
l\J arguilliers. 



fes et'fa.ns, ferait oblige d'employer un ou plufieur~ fermjer~, et 
enfin tout homme proprit'taire qui, p.tr {on education, jouit d'uue 
eertaine confideration. 

N. B -On Jira p~ut-~:trc que ce qui eft de fait dans rna p:lroilfe 
eft une preuve cornre le~ inconv~niens que je c.rois devoir rerulter 
de l'a.dm~fIl.on de tous les proprietaires aUK alfemblee,. de Fabrique, 
je prle bien Meffieurs du Comite de vou'oir bien faire attention 
que mes paroitllens de Sorel ne peuvent faire une regle gencrale, 
earde fang-froid, et ils ne vienneatjamais autrementaux affemblees, 
mes paroiffiens font les p'llS paiGble, des hommes, et les plus in
differens ell matiere d'alfemblee ; si bien que plufleurs fois, je leur 
ai pubiiquement reproche de ne pas venir au:, alfemblee,. en aifez 
grand nombre. 

J. B. KELLY, Ptre. 

Will iam-Henry, 12 F eHier 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Sulpice. 

1. II n'y a que les anciens et nouveat1~x marguillicrs .qui pren
nent part aux deliberations dan~ Ie, airemblees de Fabnque; les 
autre, habitans n'v lont point admis. 

2. Cet ufage e~ifie depuis !'al1nee 1766, fans avoir eprouve au-
cun changement. 

3. Depuis l'annee 1741 jufqu'u 1766, les habitans notables 
etal€nt admis avec les marguilliers, anciens et nouveaux, lorfqu'ils 
defiraient s'y trouver, a l'election des marguilliers et ~ la reddi
tion des comptes; depuis ce temps il n'en ell: plus queftlOn.. ' 

4. Je crois que les notables ont ceire d'affister aux aifemblees a 
eette epoque, parce qu'il [e [rouvait alors un nombre futli;ant de 
marguilliers pour les affaires. . _ • 

, 5. J e ne puis indiquer Ies ratfons qUi ont amene ce change-

ment. . 1"1 
6. Depuis que je fuis dans cette paroiire, je n'ai re<;u a e ec-

tion des marguilliers les votes ~'~ucune autre pel'[onne, que eeUes 
des anciens et nouveaux m3rgUllJlcrs. 
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7. In convoking the Fabrique meetings, I only fUlnmoned the 
old and new Marguilliers, according to the efiablished cultom. 

9. I have not officiated at any other Pari,h. 
10. The Notable Inhabitant, of my Parish have never com

plained of having been excluded from the meetings; have taken 
no steps in that refpect; and no decision of a Court has been 
given on that fubject. . 

11. The established cufiom is, in my opinion, greatly to be pre
ferred, becaufe meetings consisting of Marguilliers alone are more 
peaceable, instead whereof, if all the Inha bitants were admitted to 
them, it might be that we should foon fee dilturbance and in
trigues prevail, dilfentions arife, and animosities in the Parishes, 
which would compel refpectable rerfons to withdraw from the 
meetings, and leave the management of affairs to ill informed 
perfons. It is ufual to choole as M-arguilliers, as much as possible, 
the perfons who are the most reCpectable, and in the most easy 
circumstances in the Parish, but, if the mode of holding the meet
ings be changed, the clean contrary might be feen, and, through 
intrigue, persons of the lowest rank, of tavern-keepers, &c. might 
be seen seated of the official bench. I must say, in praise of my 
Parish, and of the Curates who preceded me, that the Fabrique 
affairs have been very well conducted, and I do not think it would 
have been so, if every body had had a hand in it. It appears to 
me to be painful to perceive that, at the application of a very fmall 
number of Parishes, and of a very fmall number of individuals in 
thofe Parishes, it is desired to change a system, which has hither
to well pleafed the majority, and that only at the inltance perhaps, 
of persons who have not been appointed Marguilliers, for good 
reafo[)s, and on account of their well known disputatious tempers, 
or of their behaviour being little refpected. 

12. In cafe other perfons besides Marguilliers were admitted, I 
should think that it would be fufficient to admit to them, the 
Seigneurs, the Justices of the Peace, and the commissioned Offi
cers of Militia. 

L. NIc. JACQUES, Priest. 

Curate of St. SuJpice. 

St. SuJpite, 4th March, J 831. 
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7,. Oans la c~nvocation des aifemblees ~e Fabrique, je n'ai apd 
pele que les anciens et nouveaux margUilliers ; d'apres l'ufage 
etabli. 

9. Je n'ai point deffervi d'autre paroiffe. 
10. Les habitans notables de ma paroiife ne fe font jamais plain ts 

d'etre exclus des aifemblees, n'ont fait aucunes demarches a cet 
egarJ, il n'y a jamais eu de deciGon de cour rendue it ce fujet. 

11. L'uf3ge etabli eft a mon avis preferable de beaucoup, parce 
que les aifemblees compofees des feuls marguilliers font plus pai
fib:es, au lieu que fi on y admettait tOilS Ie, habitan" on pourrait 
bien vite y voir regner Ie tumulte, les cabales; creer des diviGons 
et des ir.imities dans les paroities ; obliger les gens reJpectables a 
fe retirer des aifemb:ees. et laiifer la geftion des affaires a des per
fonn~s peu entendues. On a coutume de choifir pour mar
guilliers, autant que pollible, les perfonnes les pius respec
tab~es, les plus aif~es de la paroiife ; mais fi on change la 
maniere de faire les aifemblees, on pourrait bien voir tout 
Ie contraire par Ie moyen de la cabale, figurer da~ Ie banc
d'oeuvre, des perfonn~s du plus bas rang, des cabaretiers, 
&c. J e puis dire a la louange de ma paroiife, et des cures qui 
m'ont precede, que les affaires da la fabrique ont ete tres bien 
tenue~, il n'en ferait pellt-etre pas ainG, fi tout Je monde y edt 
mis la main. II me femble bien pcnible de voir qu'a la demande 
d'un tres-petit nombre de paroiifes, d'un tres-petit nombre d'in
di vidus dan,; ces par')iffi~~ memes, on voudraient changer un 
systeme qui a bien accommode la majorite jusqu'a pre lent ; et cela 
a la demande peut-etre de perfonnes qui n'ont point ete choilies 
pour etre marguilliers pour de bonnes raifons, a caufe de leur es
prit de chicane connu, ou d'une conduite peu refpectable. 

] 2. Dans les cas ou on admettrait d'autres perfonnes que les 
marguilliers, je croirois qu'il ferait fuffifant d'y admettre les sei
gne urs, les j uges de paix, et les officiers de milice commissionnees. 

L. NIC. JACQUES, Ptre. 

Cure de St. Sulpice. 

St, Sulpice, 4 mars 1831. 



Pm'ish qf St. Louis de Terrebonne. 

1. The Cure and the old and new Marguilliers are the only 
p{'rsons who take part in the deliberations of the Fabrique meet
ings in this Parish. 

2. 3. Accol'ding to the recol'ds of this Parish that cuftom ap
pears to have been establI"hed since the year 17£8. 

4 5. It would appear that the Notable Inhabitants were ex
cluded from the meetings, when the body of the Marguilliers be
came fufficientry numetous toreprefent the Parish. 

6. I have only received at the election of a Marguillier, the 
votes of the old and new Marguillicrs. 

7. The terms in which I announce the meetings are thefe:_ 
" Me"ieurs the old and new Margllillipfs are requested to meet," 
&c., taking care to state whether it is for the election of a Mar
gllillier, or for the rendering of accounts, 

8. I have never called the Notables to the Fabrique meet
ings. 

9. I can not anlwer the ninth que~tion. 
10. I have heard of no complaint on the part of my Pariih

ioners on thi~ fllbject. 
11, I think that by admitting other perfons than the l\hrguil

tiers to the Fabrique meetings, they would be annihilated, and 
they would be reduced to P Jribh meetings, which ou~ht always to 
be distinct. 

12, In cafe the Haufe ~hould come to the decision, that the 
Notables are to take part in [he meetings, which is not to be de
sired, I should be of opinion that fuch per[oos, who by virtue of 
their situation or profession are considered as exempt from taking 
the office of Marguilliers, shclUld be looked upon a5 Neta
bles. 

FRS. P. PORLIER, Priest 
St. Louis de Terrebonne. 

Parish of St. Tlwmas. 

Until 1817, none but the old and new Margllilliers were called 10 the 
election of a Marguillier. In 1818 there was a new Curate. Then, but 
1 do not know for what reason, the old ar.d new Marguilliers and the 
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Paroisse de St. Louis de Tel'1"eOOnne. 
1. Le cure et les marguilJiers anciens et nou.eaux font les feuls 

dans cette paroitTe qui prennenc part aux deliberations des affem
bles de fabrique. 

2. 3. D'apres les reg'ltres de cette paroiffe, cet ufagc parait 
tre etabli depuis l'annee 1788. 

4. 5. Il paraitrait que l'on a eloigne les habitans notables des 
affemblees, lorsflue Ie corps des marguilliers a ete affez nombreux 
pp,ur reprefenter la paroiffe. 

6. Je n''li re~u it l'eIection de marguilliers, que les votes des 
anciens et nouveaux marguilliers. . 

7. Les termes dans lesquels j'annonce les afremblees font ceux
ci: " Messieurs les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux font pries de 
s'aflembler," &c. ayant foin d'avertir Ii c'est pour I'clection d'un 
marguillicr, ou la reddition des comptes. 

S. 1 e n'ai jamais appele les notables aux affemblees de fa
brique. 

9. Je ne peut repondre a la ge quellion. 
10. J e n'ai entendu aucune plainte de la part de mes parois

fiens fur ce fujet. 
11. En admettant aux affemblees de fabrique d'autres perfonnes 

que les marguilliers, je penfe que l'on ditruirait les affemblees de 
fabrique, et qu'on les reduirait en affemblees de paroiffe, ce que 
l'on doit toujours dillinguer. 

12. Dans Ie cas ou la chambre deciderait que les notables doi
vent participer aux affemblees, ce qui D'ell pas a decider, je fe
rais d'opinion que Pan regard at comme notables, ceux qui par 
leur emploi ou profession feraient juges exempts d'accepter la 
charge de marguillier. 

FRS •. P. PORLIER, Ptre. 
St. Louis de Terrebonne. 

Paroisse de St. Thomas. 

Jusqu'a 1817, on n'appelait pour l'election ~'un marguillier, que les 
anciens et nouveaux marguilliers. En 1818, 11 Y eut un changemeflt 
de cure. Alors, et je ne sais pour queUe :aison, on commen~a a appe-

2Z 
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Notables of the Parish were begun to be summoned. By Notables I 
mean the landholders. The following is the way in which the con. 
vocation of the meeting and the election of the Marguilliers are made. 
On the day when a Marguillier is to be appointed, I request, at the Ser. 
mon of the Parochial Mass, "Messieurs the old and new Marguilliers 
and the Notables of the Parish, to meet at the Sacristy at the close of 
Mass, in order to proceed to the election of a new Marguillier." The 
said Marguilliers and Notables being assembled, by the sound of the bell, 
at the place appointed, and for the purposes mentioned, then th(' Mar· 
guilliers in office, in pursuance of an immemorial custom, which, in my 
humble opinion ought to be maintained, in order to avoid the parties 
which would disunite mens' minds, and might place UPOIl the official 
bench a person, neither qualified by his character or by his responsibility, 
propose to the meeting three persons whose character and responsibility 
are, as much as possible, out of the reach of censure; and the one out 
of the three who obtains the greatest numher of suffrages, is appointed 
to the office of Marguillier. To the rendering of accounts none but the 
old and new Marguilliers have ever been called. Beyond the election of 
Marguilliers, the Notables have not been called to the meetings, except
ing when important alterations were about to be made; when the income 
of the Fabrique was to be pledged for a number of years, or when tran~· 
actions occurred with the said Notables, as to a lot of land or adwelling 
of which they were in possession. I am of opinion that the participation 
of the Notable Inhabitants in the Fabrique meetings, in any other cases 
than such as I have mentioned above, would b-:. in general, prejudicial 
to the property of the Fabriques, and injurious to the public tranquillity ~ 
the meetilJgs would become uselessly tumultuous; the majority of those 
meetings would be liable to consist of persons who were not tbe most 
deserving or the hest disposed in the Parish, and who would often disre· 
g~r~ the public good for the purpose of considering nothing but party 
SPUlt. 

J. L. BEAUBIEN, Priest. 
St. Thomas, 12th March, 1831. 

Parish of St. Tir;wtMe. 

I. The ~ld and n~w M~rgui.niers alone take part in the deliberations 
of the Fabnque meetmgs, IU thIS Pariah, excepting when there are rates 
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ler pour l'election des Olarguilliers, Ie, marguilliers an<:iens et nouveaux 
et I,e~ notables de la parois~e. Par notables j'entends les proprietaircs. 
VOICI comment la conVOcation de l'assemblee et )'election des ruiirguil
Jiets 5e font. Le )O?-f au I'on ,doit elire un m~r~uillier, Je prie au prone 
de la Messe PatOlsslale, Messieurs les margUllhers anciens et nouveaux: 
et les notables de la paroisse, de s'assernbler a la Sacristie a l'issue de 
la Messe, pour proceder a l'election d'un nouveau marguillier. I,es dits 
marguilliers et notables rassemblts par Ie son de la cloche dans Ie lieu 
indique, et pour les fins mentionnees, Ie marguillier en charge, par un 
usage immemorial, et qui dans mon humble opinion doit etre maintfDU 
pour eviter les cabales qui desuniraient les esprits, et qui pourraient 
aruener dans Ie banc une personne qui ne serait qualifiee, ni par sa con
duite ni par sa responsabilite, propose a I'asserublee trois per
sannes dont la conduite et la responsabilile 60nt aut ant que pos
sible a l'abri de la critique, et celie des trois qui reunit Ie plus de suf
frages, est preposee it la charge de marguillier. On n'a toujours appele 
pour la reddition des comptes que les anciens et nonveaux rnarguilliers. 
Les notables n'ont ete appeles, it part de Pllectioll des margniIliers, que 
lorsqu'ils'i!st agi de faire des changemens considerables; d'engager les 
revenus de la Fabrique pour un nombrl! d'annees ; ou enfin, lorsqu'il s'est 
agi de transiger avec les dits notables sur quelqu'affaire qui avait rapport 
it un terrein ou a un logernent dont ils etaient en possession. Je 6uis 
d'opinion que la participation des habitans notables aux assembIees de 
Fabrique dans d'autres cas que dans ceux que j'ai cites ci-dessus, serait 
generalement prejudiciable aux biens des Fabriques, et nuisible ala paix 
putlique: les assemblees deviendraient inutilement tumultueuses ; Ia rna: 
jorite de ces assemblees s~rait su}:tte a ~tre c,omp~see de person?es qUI 
ne seraient pas les plus dlgnes, m les rnleu~ dlspos~es de la parolsse, et 
qui sou vent mettraient de cote les vues du bien pubhc. pour ne consulter 
que l'esprit de parti. 

J. L. BEAUBIEN, Ptre. 
Saint-Thomas, ] 2 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de St. TimotMe. 

1. Les marguilliers anciens et, ~ou~eaux sont Ies se~ls dan~ eet.te pa: 
roiase qui prellllellt part aux. deliberatJOIlS des asaemblees de fabnque , 
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to be imposed which the whole public have to pay: for then all the 
landholders are called to them. 

2. This custom has always existed, from the time the Chapel was 
built, that is to say, from 1820, the psriod when the three first Marguil
liers were chosen by the majority of the landholders, who were assembled 
for that purpose. 

3. As there have been no Marguilliers in this Parish, but for the last 
eleven years, there is no anSNer to the third question. 

4. 5. When it is known that the above custom has not varied, these' 
questions are answered. 

6. I have nev~r received at the elections of Marguilliers the voles of 
any other persons than those of the ohl and nEW Margllllliers. . 

7. 8. On all occasions I have convoked none but the old and new 
Marguilliers. I found that custom establiahed, and I have not changed 
it. 

9. I followed the same custom at Ste, Anne de la Perade, where I 
resided for six yeare. 

10. I have no knowledge that any of the landholders have ever com
plained of being excluded from the Fabrique meetings, in this Parish, nor 
in that of Ste. Anne de la Perade, all the time of my residence. 

11. I believe that it would not be beneficial, either to Religion, or to 
the interest of the Church, to call any other persons to the Fabrique 
meetings than the Margllilliers, because the meetings would then be more 
tumultuous, and the causes of dissention; because we should then be 
liable to se~ persons seated on the official bench without religion enough 
to deserve that honour; because that, in the greatest number of our 
Parishes, the majority of those Inhabitants who would claim to be 
qualified as Notables, are not adequately acquainted with the affairs of" 
l~abrique, or with what is requisite for a Church, so as to avoid falling 
into the snares which would bt! laid for :hem by ill-designing persons, 
such ~s are to be met with 111 all the Parishes, who would give them bad 
advice, and lead them into contradictions. 

12. My opinion being that the Notable3 ought not to be called on, I 
shall leave to others ths task of deciding who ought to be those who they 
think should be the Notables in matters that cuncern religion so nearly. 

Ja. MOLL, Priest. 

St. Timothee, 7th March, 1831: 



373 

excepte lorsqu'il s'agit de Icparations qui doivent rejaillir SUI' Ic public I 
car alors tous les proprietaires y sont appeIes. 

, 2. ~e~ usage ~ toujours subsiste depuis que 1a chapelle est bitt ie, 
c est'a-du'e, depl11s 1820, temps auquel les trois premiers marguilliers 
Ollt ett! elus par la majorit~ des proprietaires assembles a cet effet. 

3, Comme il n'y a des rnarguilliers en cp.tte paroisse que depuis onze 
ans, il n'y a point de reponse a la troisierne question. 

4. et 5. Des qu'il n'y a eu aucun changement a cet usage, ces deux 
questions ant deja leur solution. 

6. Je n'ai jamais re9u aux elections de rnarguilliers les votes d'autre~ 
personnes que des anciens et nouveaux marguilliers. 

7. et 8. Dans tOllS ces cas, je n'ai convoquc que les anciens et nou. 
veaux marguilliers. J'ai trouve cet usage etabli, je ne l'ai point chan
ge. 

9· A Ste. Anne de la Perade, ou j'ai reside pendant oix aus, j'ai suivi 
la meme coutume. 

10. Je n'ai aucune connaissance que des propribaires se soient plaints 
d'etre exclus des assemblees de Fabrique dans cette paroisse, non plus 
que dans Ste. Anne de la Pcrade, tout Ie temps que j'y ai reside. 

11. Je crois qu'il ne serait pas avantageux ni pour la religion, ni pour 
l'interet des eglises d'appeler aux assemblees de Fabrique d'autres per
sonnes que les marguilliers, parce qu'alors les assemblees seraient plus 
tumultueuses, causeraient du desordre; parce qu'alors on serait el(pose 
a voir dans Ie banc-d'rouvre des pel'sonnes qui n'auraient pas assez de reo 
ligion pour meriter cet honneur ; parce que dans la plupart de nos cam
pagnes, la majorite des nabitans qui pretendraient ~tre qualifies notable. 
ne seraient pas assez entendue dans les affaires d'une Fabrique, dans les 
besoins d'une eglise, pour ne pas se lais6er prendre aux pieges de cer
taines personnes mal·idten:ionnees, comme iI s'en l'encontre dans toutes 
les paroisses, qui les conseilleraient mal, qui les feraient donner dans des 
travers. 

12. Mon opinion etant de ne point appeler les notables, je laisse a 
d'autre_s la tache de determiner quels sont ceux quIlls croient etre les no· 
tables dans des choses qui touchent de si pres la religion. 

JH. MOLL, rtre. 

Saint-Tymothee, 7 Mar:;; 1831. 
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Parish of Trois Pistoles. 

1. The old and new Marguilliers are the only persons who take palt 
in the deliberations of the Fabtiq1le meetings in the Parish of Notre Dame 
des Neiges des Trois Pistoles. 

2. This custom has been established since 1797. 
3. Before, and for a long time after, the Cession of Canada to Great 

Britain, my Parish was only a Mission. The distinction between Mar. 
guilliers and Notables was not known; at least that is my opinion. 

4. In 1809 the Notables were convoked for the election of a Marguil. 
lier alone. It is the only instance that has occurred from 1797 until 
]830. I think that they were then convened because the then Curate 
did not yet know what the custom of the Parish was, as he had several 
where he officiated, and where the custom might have ueen different. In 
all the succeeding convocations the 6ame Curate only summoned the old 
and new Marguilliers. Last year I sljmmoned the Notables along with 
the Marguilliers for the greater certainty, in order to be able, in addition 
to the Church to obtain a lot for the erection of a School-houle; but 1 
did not think that to do so was obligatory on me. 

6. I have not received at the election of Margllilliers) the votes of any 
but those of the old and new Marguilliers. 

7. These are the terms in which I have convoked the Fabrique meet· 
ings, as well on ordinary occasions, as for the rendering of accounts, a, 
for the election of the Marguil!iers; "The old and new Marguilliels are 
requested to meet at the Sacristy, at the close of Mass, for the election 
of a new Mal'guillier, or, for the examining of the accounts of the Mar. 
guillier, leaving office," &c. 

8. I discontinued calling the No,tables to the meetings, because I 
thought that, according to the custom of the Parish they ought not to 
be there. 

9. In the Missions of Carleton and Cascapedia, at Bay Chaleurs, the 
Meetings are not held in any regular way: sometimes the Notables are 
called to them, and sometimes the Marguilliers alone; this depends upon 
the will of the Missionary, and the people are always satisfied. The 
acconnts are only rendered hefore the threi: Marguilliers ill office, and he 
who is at the time in office is the only one who is answerable for the 
money. For the last six or seven years th'Ue are none but the Marguil
liers who intermeddle in the Fabrique affairs of Cascapedia. At Risti. 
gouche, the Missionary is the only one who can make use of the money; 
the Indians are very well satisfied with it . 
. 11. J see no manner of reason for excluding the Notables ot the Pa. 

nshes from the meetings, generally speaking at least. 
12. By Notables, I should understand, the Seigneur, tbe Memberi of 

the Council and -of ~he House of Assembly, the Justices of the Peace, 
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Paroisse des Trois-Pistoles. 

1. Les margui!liers anciens et nouveaux sont les seules personnes qui 
pr~nnent part aux deliberations des assemblees de Fabrique, dans la Pa
rOiSse de Notre.Dame des Neiges de~Trois.Pibtoies. 

2. Cet usage est etabli depuis 1797 . 
. 3. -"; vantl~ c.ession du pays a la Grande-Bretagne, rna paroisse n'e. 

tan, qu une mISSIon, et encore long-temps apres. On n'y connaissait pas 
lao dIfference de marguilliers et de notables ; au mains c'est mon opi
mono 

4. En 1809, les notables furent convoquts pour I'election d'un mar
gUi~Iier seulement. C'est Ie seul exemple qLl'il y ait de puis 1797 jus
qu'a 1830. Je pense qu'ils furent appeIes parce que Ie cure d'alors ne 
connaissait pas encore I'usage de Ia paroisse, en ayant plusieurs it desservir 
qui pouvaient avoir d'autre usage ~ dan1 toutes les convocations suivan
tes, Ie meme cure n'a demandc que les seuls marguilliers anciens et nou
veaux. L'annee derniere, j'ai convoque les notables avec les- marguil
Iiers, pour plus grande surete, pour avoir, a meme Ie terrein de I'eglise, 
une place pour une maison d'ecole; mais je ne pensais pas etre oblige de 
Ie faire. 

6. Je n'ai res:u a l'election de marguilliers, que les votes des anciens 
et nouveaux marguilliers. 

7. Voici les termes dans lesquels j'ai fait la convocation des assemblees 
de Fabrique, tant dans les cas ordinaires, que pour 1a reddttion des 
comptes et I'election des marguilliers: " Les marguilliers anciens et 
nouveaux sont pries de s'as~embler dans la Sacristie a I'issue de la Messe, 
pour l'election d'un nouveau marguiIlier (ou) pour examiner les comptes 
de ••• marguiIIier sort ant de charge," etc. 

8. J'ai cesse d'appeler les notables aux assemblees, parce qlle je pen. 
sais que d'apres I'usage de la paToisse, iIs ne devaient point s'y tTouver. 

9. Dans les missions de Carleton et de C"ascapedia, dans Ia Baie des 
Chaleurs, les assemblees ne se tiennent pas d'une maniere reguliere ; tan
tot les notables sont appeles, tantot les m2.rguiIliers; cela depend de la 
volonte du miasionnaire, et les gens sont toujours con tens. Les comptes 
ne se rendent que devant les trois marguilliers du banc, et celui qui 
est en charge est Ie seul responsable de I'argent. Depuis six au sept 
ans, il n'y a que les marguilliers qui prennent part aux affaires de fa Fa
brique de Cascapedia. A Ristigouche, Ie missionnaire est.Ie seul qui 
peut employer I'argent ; les sauvages en sont tres-contens. 

11. J e ne vois aucune raison d'exclure des assemblees lea notahles des 
paroisses, au moins en general. . 

12. Par notables, j'entends Ie seigneur, les m~m?res du c??seIl et de 
la chambre d'assembI6e, les juges de paix, le5 capItames de mlhce et offi. 



376 

the Captains and superior Officers of the Militia, and professional per
sons, when they are landholders. The most respectable generally aft~r
wards come 10 be Marguilliers. I know only of two persons who have 
been dissatisfied with the meetings, one because his father, who w~s a 
decent man, had never been a MarguiIher, and the othel' because he hIm
self had not been one. - ED. FAUCHER, Priest. 

Trois PistoJes, 4th March, 1831. 

Town if Three-Rivers. 

1. There are now none but the old and new Marguilliers who take 
part in the Fabrique meetings oflhe Parish of Three Rivers, on ordinary 
oc casiolls. The Notoble Inhabitants are only admitted to them, when 
large external repairs to the Church or to the Presbytery are reqnired. 
The Notables admitted ia those cases are the landholders of every 
kind. 
~ 2. Such has been the most usual custom in this Parish, as appears by 
the two volumes of Fabrique Records, in which, notwithstanding the 
irregularity of the first minutes, it appears that none were called to the 
elections of Marguillier~ and to the rendering of accounts but the Mem
bers of the Fabrique, or the old and new Margnilliers for the years from 
1739, (the date of the first record,) till 1774, likewise from 1799 till 
1800; and lastly from 1819 to the present da y. 

3. The RecoTds of our Fabriqlle enable me to _give information to 
your honourable Committee, as well before as after the Conquest. 

4. I can not say to what causes are to be ascribed the changes that 
have taken place in my Pari.h, in this respect. 

5. But the change which took place in 1817, was owing to the 
change I made in the mode of convocation; a step wh[ch, in effect, was 
pleasing to the whole,Parish, to which no opposition was made, and 
through which tranquillity and a good understanding was restored, which 
the mode of composing the Fabri'lue meetings had troubled, particularly 
in the last two years. 

6. It wag only in 1828 that I admitted, by indulgence, the votes of 
three mechanics, who were not Marguilliers, who had introduced them
selves into the usual meeting, held for the election of a Marguillier: in 
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~ie:s 6uperiellrS, et les personnes de profes~ions, quand elles sont proprio 
et~lr~s: Les pI1l3 resp~ctables ensUite devlennent presque tOllj,)urs mar
gUI/[lel s, ~e oe conoal~ ,que deux pers.)noe,s qui aient ete mecootentes 
deq ~sse~lblees, la premiere parce que son pere qui etait honnete hamme 
n'aJamal8 ete marguillier, et l'autre parce qu'elle GC l'a nas ete elle-
~~. . 

Trois.Pistoles, 4 Mara 1831. 
ED. FAUCHER, Ptre. 

Ville des Trois-Rivieres. 

1. Il n'y a maintenallt dans la Paroisse des 'frois.Rivieres que les mal'
guilliers anciens et nouveaux qui prennent part aux deliberations des as' 
semblees ordinaires de Fabrique ; les habitans notables n'y sont admis 
que Iorsqu'il s'agit de reparations considerables Ii l'exterieur de l'egliae au 
presbytere. Lea notables admis dans ces cas sont des proprietaires de 
toute classe. 

2. Tel a ete l'usage Ie plus commun de ce~te paroisse comme il ap
pert par Ies deux volumes des deliberations de 1a Fabrique, au malgre 
la redaction informe des premiers actes, it parait que l'on n'appelait aux: 
elections des marguilliel's et aUK redditions _ de comptes que les membres 
de la Fabrique, ou les seuls anciens et nouveaux marguilliers, depuis 
lesannees 1739 (date du premieracte,) jllsqu'en 1774 ; egalement 
depuis 1779 jusqu'en 1800 ; et enlin, depuis 1819 jusqu'a aujour
d'oui • 

.3. Nos n§gitres de Fabrique me mettent a mt:me de d()nner des ren
seignemens a Votre Honorable ,'Comite, avant ,omme depuis la con
quete. 

4. Je ne puis dire a quelle cause on doit attribuer Ja variete qui a eu 
lieu dans ma paroisse a ce sujet. 

5. Mais Ie changement qui s'y est opere en 1 S) 9 peut etre attribue au 
changement que j'ai fait dalls Ie mode de convocation; mesure au rest: 
qui a plu a toute la paroisse, a Iaquelle on n'a fait nulle opposition, et qUI 
a famene la paix et la bonI1e intelligence qlJe la composition des assem
blees de Fabrique avait troublees, surtout depuis deux ans. 

6. Ce n'est qu'en 1828 que j'ai admis, par tolerance, les votes de 
trois ouvriers, non marguiIliers, qui s'etaient iotroduit8 dans l'assemblee 
ordillaire tenue pour election d'un margllillier ; en 1829, j'ai suivi Ia 

SA 
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1829, I did the same with respect to a great number of persons, who 
were not Marguilliers, amongst whom there were Lawyers, Notaries, 
Trades·people, Mechanics, and ot her persons of all classes :-at last, in 
1830, at the suggestion of my Lord the Bishop of the Diocese, I refused 
to take the votes of those persons, under the reasonable apprehension that 
lhe troubles which occurred in 1817, and 1818, might be renewed. 

7. " Messieurs the old and-new Marguilliers are requested to meet at 
the Sacristy, (on such a day,) to proceed to the election of a new Mar. 
guiJlier, or for the audition of the accounts," &c. &c. Such has con· 
stantly been the form of cOllvocation from 1819 till the pre.ent day. 

S. No. -
9. No. 
10. It was only in 1829, that a Btn'gess wht) had failed in his election 

as MarguiIlier, had a protest served upon me, calling upon me to sum. 
mon the Notables; and in 1830, about twenty Notables of various 
clasfes, strongly complained of not having been called to the meetings 
of the Fabrique, and took several steps on that subject. T do not know 
that there has been any positive decision of the Courts, as to the right 
of the Notables to be called to the Fabriql1e meetings. 

II. I am strongly of opinion that the participativn of the Notable rn
habitants in the Fabriqne meetings on ordinary occasions, sl1ch as the 
election of MarguiJIiers, the rendering Gf accounts, the direction of the 
customary expenses, &c., can not yieJd any benefit to the Fabriques. 
How, indeed, can it be believed that a body of a Fabriquc, consistlOg, 
for instance, as that of Three Rivers does, of about thirty respectable 
citizens, Magistrates, Lawyers, Notaries, Merchants, Burgesses, wealthy 
Farmers, honest Mechanics, &c. can not properly manage the temporal 
affairs of the Church of their P~rish, without the assistance, or the con
troul of other persons! And, I believe, in the next place, that the ad. 
mission nf the Notables can only be destructive of a good uoderst anding 
in the ordinary concerns of the Fabriql1es, as experience too much proves 
it to be the case in this Parish, as in some others; I say in the ordinary 
concerns; because -no inconvenience can lesult from calling in the Nota
ble Parishioners, on -occasion of extraordinary expenses, as has always 
been done here, as well as through all the Diocese. 

12. In case the Notable Inhabitants have to take part in the ordinary 
affairs of the Fabriques, I think that the best plan would be 10 call only 
theBeigneurs of the places, the Justices, the Magistrates, and the Mem. 
bel'S ot Parliament, to the exclusion of all other persons. 

L. M. CA PIEUX, Priest, V. G. 
and Curate of Three Rivers. 

~hree Rivers, 21st Feby. 1831. 
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m~me pra,liqlle a \'eg~\'d d'nue foule de personne's non margllillier~, par
mi iesque.les Be troll valent de& avocats, des lIotaires, des marchands des , , 
euvrJers. et alltres gees de toute c.lasse; enfin, en 1830, j'ai refuse, ala 
suggestIOn de Monseigneur I' Eveque Diocesain, les votes de CPS per
sennes, apprehendant avec raison Ie renouvellement des troubles qui 
avaient au lieu en IS17 et 1SIS. . 

7. " ~essieurs I~s marguilliers anciens et nouveaux sont plies de s'as
sembler a la SacristJe (eel jour,) pour proceder a l'eiec[ion d'un nouveau 
marguililer, ell a i'audition des comptes," etc. etc. Telle a ete cons
tamment la forme des convocations depllis 1819 jusqu'a ce jour. 

8. Non. 
g. Non. 

10. Ce lI'est qu'en 1829, qu'un bourgeois qui avait manque son elec
tion de marguillier m'a fait signifier un proteI, m'enjoignant l'appel dc., 
notables; et en 1830, une vingtaine de no tables de wille c1asse, Be sont. 
furtement plaints de n'elre pas appeles aUK assemblees de Fabrique, et 
ant pris ace aujet plu.ieurs mesures. Je ne sache pas qu'il y ail eu. 
aUCllne decision directe des cours sur ce droit des notables d'etre appe
les aux assemblees de Fabrique. 

J 1. Je suis fOltement d'opinion que la participation des habitans no
tables aux assemblees de Fabrique pour les affaires ordinanes, teUed 
qU'election des marguilliers, reddition de comptcs, gestiot) des depen5e~ 
ordinaires, etc., ne peut apporter aucun avantage aux Fabriques ; com
ment croire en effet qu'un corps de Fabfique, cum pose comme l'est par 
ehemple celui des Trois-RivieFes d'une trentaine de respeclables citoyctis, 
magistrats, avocats, nOiaires, marchand~, bourgeois, riches cultivil
leurs, honneles ouvriers, etc., ne pui,se pa9 gerer honorablement lea af· 
faires temporelles de l'cglise de lenr paroisse, sails Ie secours ou Ie con
trole de toules autres personnes! Et je crois en second lieu que I'ad. 
mission des notables ne peut que nuil'e it la bonne intelligence dalls les 
affaires ordinaires des Fabriqnes, comme l'experience ne Ie prouve que 
trop dans cette paroisse, comme dans quelques aUlres. Je dis" dans 
" les affaires ordinaireB ;" car il n'y a pas d'lOConveniens d'appeler les 
notables paroissiens dans les affaires ou depenses . extraordinaires, commc 
cela s'est toujours pratique iei comme dans tout Ie diocese. 

12. Dans Ie casou les notables habitans devraient partici.per aUKaf
Faires ordinaires dee Fabriques, je crois que Ie meilleur ~odc reTait de [I'y 
appeler que les seigneurs des heliX, les Juges, les maglstrats" les memo 
bIes du p,arjemcnt, a l'cxc1usioll de lOlltCB autres persounc5. 

L. M. CADIEUX, Ptre. 

Vicaire-Gencral et Cure- des TIOis-Riviertell. 

'frtJis-RiviereOl 21 FCvrier 1831. 
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Parislt of St. Urbain. 

I. ,They are the old and new Marguilliers: the Notables are not ad
mitted to them. 

2. This custom has been established nearly (our years, the time since 
which the Parish ot St. Urbain has been canonically erected. 

3. 4. 5. 8. I have nothing to say to these, as YOll may perceive by 
the preceding answer. 

6. 7. I h~ve only received the votes of the MalguilJiers, who have 
alone been convened, either for the rendering of accol1nt~, or for the 
erection of the Marguilliers. . 

9. This is the first Parish of which I have had the cure. 
10. The inhabitants of this Parish have submitted themselves, with

out complaining, to the will of the Bishop, whose order it was to con
vene none but the old and new Marguilliers. 

11. My opinion upon this question is that it will be sufficient to con
vene only the old and new Marguilliers, seeing that it is a very difficult 
matter to bring things, even those of the smallest importance, to a 
close, when there is a great number of persons who have votes at the 
deliberations; and that it would often occasion altercations and disputes, 
and might set one part of the Parish, in enmity with the other. 

12. By Notables I should understand such as hold Commissions under 
Government. 

THS: DESTROISMAISONS, Priest. 
St. Urbain, 3d March, 1831. 

Parish of St. Vallier. 

1. For thirty ~~e years that I have officiated in the Colony, the old 
and new MargUllhers have been the only persons admitted to the Fa
brique ~eeting9, ~or the rendering of accounts,. and for expending the 
money In the Fabnque chest, for decorating the Church, and purchaling 
ornaments, &c. 

2. Since I arrived here at Quebec from London, all the documents 
which are desiled, are in conformity with the preceding answers. 

St. Vallier, 4th March, 1831. 
URBAIN ORFROJ, Priest. 
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Paroisse de St. Urbain. 

1. Ce soot les anciens et nouveaux marguilJiers • les notables u'y sont 
~M~~ , 

2. Cet usage est etabli de puis pres de quatre ans t temps auquella pa
rois.e de St. Urbain a ete erigee canoniquement. 

3. 4. 5. et 8 •• Je n'ai rif'n a dire, comme vous pouvez Ie voir par la 
reponse precedente, 

6. et 7. Je n'ai re"u les votes d'aucune autre personne que des mar
guilliers, qui ant ete les seuls cOllvoques, soit pour la reddition des comp
teSt soit pour l'eIection des marguilliers. 

9. C'est la premiere paroisse dont je suis cure. 
IO. Lea habitans de cette paroisse se sont confJ/'mes sans se plaindre a 

la volonte de I'eveque, qui avait ordonne de n'assembler que les anciens 
et nouveaux marguilliers. 

II. Man opinion sur cette question, est qu'il suffirait d'assembJer les 
marguilliers anciens et nouveaux, vu qu'il est tres.difficiJe de terminer les 
affaires, m~me celJes de la moindre importance, quand il y a un grand 
nombre de personnes qui ont voix dans les deliberations; que c'est sou
vent la cause d'altercations et de que relIes, et que eela peut mettre une 
partie de la paroissC' en haine contre l'autre. 

12. Par notables, j'entendrais ceux qui sont commissionnes du gouver-
nemen'. 

THS. DESTROISMAI80NS, Ptre. 
Saint-Prbaill, 3 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Vallier. 

1. Depuis tl'ente-cinq ans que je suis en exercice dans la colonie, les 
marguifliers anciens et nouveaux ant ete les seuls qui ont ete admis dans 
les assemblees de Fabrique, pour la reddition des comptes et pour Pern
ploi des deniers du coffre de la Fabrique pour l'ornement de l'eglise, ac
quisitions d'ornemens, etc. 

2. Depuis man entree de .Londres an Can?da, a Qu~bec, tous les do
cumens que j'ai pu me fonr11lr pour les questIOns dont on cherche la so
lution sont conformes aux reponses ap.terieures. 

URBAIN ORFROJ, Ptre. 
Saint-Vallier, 4,. Mars 1831. 
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Parish qf Varennes. 

I have alread y answered a circular letter from my Lord' the Bishop of 
Quebec, dated the 7th of Angust oflast year, which correspondence con
tains, as I think the questions and answers that are required for the eluci
dation of the matter now before the Committee. It wight therefore be 
enough to refer the Committee, on that subject to the said" correspondence, 
more especially as, in my opinion and in that of many of my colleagues, 
there would be great inconvenience arise from the Clergy huldiilgcom
munications on such matters with the Committee of the House, excepting 
alone through the medium of their ecclesiastical superiors. But in case 
the Committee do not think proper to have recourse to that correspon
dence, these are lI1y answers to the questions that are proposed. 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. The old and new MarguiIliers alone, have, since the 
Cession of Canada, been, in this Parish of Varennes, cOllvoked at the 
Sermon, and have met, at the sound of the bell, at the Sacristy, £'Jr the 
election of Marguilliers. and for the rendering of the Fabrique accounts. 
I can not find that it was otherwise before the Cessioq of the Country. 

6. 7· 8. 10. None but the old and new Marguilliers ever carne to the 
meetings for the election of Marguilliers, whose votes I look separately 
in a low tODe; their number was from nine to twenly, as well for elections 
as for the rendering of accounts. I only convoked those, and I never 
heard that the others complained, nor have there ever been any steps 
taken to the contrary. 

9. In the Parishes of which I have had the cure before this, having 
found the same custom established, 1 followed it, without having heard 
any thing said against it. 

11. In extensive reparations, for the construction of Chapels, ~nd 
Cemeteries, all the heads of families are called to ~uch meetings, in order 
to have the opinion of the largest number. 

~ 2. In order not to commit myself, and not create jealousy, I shall not 
pomt out anyone whom I should consider as proper to assist as Notables 
at the Fabrique meetil!gs. These questions have been sent to us at a 
period when we have the greatest occupation, and I could !lOt. answer 
them 500ner. 

DEGUfSE, Priest. 
Varennes, 9th March, 1831. 

Parish of St. Michel de P audreuil. 
1. The old and new Marguilliers are the only perfons admit

ted to the Fabrique meetings. 
2. At the erq;tion of the Parioh, ;b there were none but the 



Paroisse de Varennes. 

J'ai deja repontlu a nne circulaire de Monseigneur l'ev~que de Que. 
bee, en ~ale du 7 ~out de Pannee: derniere, laquelle correJpondance 
renfermalt selon mOl des demandes et reponses Sllffisantes pOll!, l'eclair
cissement de la question main tenant de'l'ant Ie Comite. II SUffirait donc 
de referer I .dessus Ie Comite a la dile corrcspondance, d'autant plus que 
dans mon opinion, et dans celIe de plusieurs de mes confreres, il y au
rait beaucoup d'inconveniens a ce que Ie c\erge communiquftt sur de 
pareilles matieres avec les Comites de 1a Chambre autrement que par Ie 
canal de ses superieurs ecclesiastiques. Dans Ie cas OU Ie Comite ne 
voudrait point avoir recours a cette corre8pondance, voici mes reponses 
auX questions proposees. 

1. 2. S. 4. et 5. Les seuls marguilliers anciens et nouveaux, depuis 
la cession du pays, ant ete convoques au prone dans celte paroisse de 
VarelU1es, et se sont assemHles au son de la cloche a la Sacristie, pour 
l'election des marguillier3, et' pour la,reddition des comptes de la Fa
briqlle. Je ne vois point qu'on fit autrement avant la cession du pays. 

6. 7. 8. et 10. 11 n'est j~mais venu, aux: assemblees pour election de 
marguilliers, que les anciens et nouveaux: marguilliers, dont j'ai re<;u les 
votes sepal ement et a voix: bassE', leur nombre a etc de neuf a vingt, tant 
pour I'election que pour la redditi,On des comptes ;je n'ai convoque que 
ceux.la, et je n'ai point entendu que les autres en aient murmure, et it 
n'a jamais ete fait de demarches, a ce contraire~. 

9. Dans les paroisses que j'ai desservies avant celle ci, y ayant trouve 
ce meme uSflge, je l'ai 6uivi sana avoir entendu de contradiction. 

11. Dans les grandes reparations, balisses de chapelles, de cimetieres, 
tous les chefs de famillesoont appelcs aces assemblees pour avoir l'avis 
et Papinion du plus grand nombre. .... 

12. Pour ne point me compromettre, et lie pOint falCe de Jaloux, .Ie 
ne, desigrterai personue co,mme devant participer comrne nOlables aux: as
sembl6es de Fab~ique. Ces questions nou. ela1)t ven,ues dans nos plus 
,glandesoccupatioDs,Je n'ai pu y repondre plus tOI. 

DEGU1SE, Ptre. 
Varennes, 9 Mars 1831. 

Paroisse de St. Michel de Vaudreuil. 
1. l.es marguilliers anciens et nouveaux font les feu~s admis 

aux 1lifemblees de Fabrique. . . 
2. A l'etabliifement de la paroiife, n'ayant queles margutlhers 
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Marguilliers in office, the Notables were fummoned. They were 
continued to be fummoned until 18 J 6, when I was appointed 
Curate of Vaudreuil. Not having enquired as to the wftom in 
that refpect, I only fummoned to the first meetings that I caIled, 
the old and new Margui1liers. Finding my mistake, I called to 
the four or five following meetings, the Notables: of thefe fup
posed Notables only five or six came; nor could they even all of 
them be called Notables. !:lerceiving how few anfwered my fum
mons, I discontinued doing fo, and contented myself then with 
only calling upon the old and new Marguilliers. 

3. Vaudreuil, as a Parish, was not in existence before the Ces
sion of Canada. 

4. The number of the Marguilliers being increafec, and the 
neglect of the Notables to attend when they were cailed, appear 
to me to be the reafons why they are not now called on. 

5. No decision by any Courts-no order from any authority. 
Here the difcontinuation of the attend.ance of the Notables can 
only be afcribed to their indifference about coming to the meet
ings. 

6. The Marguilliers alone gave their votes. The late Mr. 
Deguire, my predecessor, fummoned the Notables, but they did 
Dot take part in the deliberations. In the minutes it was thought 
sufficient to name only the Margl,lilJiers. As to others who :4t
tended, they are only designated thus:" and others." 

7. On ordinary occasions, such as the rendering of accounts, the 
election of Marguilliers, the purchafe of decorations, &c., this is 
my notice :-" Meffieurs the old and new Marguilliers are re
quelled to meet, after Mass, at the found of the bell, at (here 
flate the place of meeting,) for considering the affairs of the Fa
brique." The peculiar object of the meeting is nOl fpecified, only 
in the following caf€s, " the rendering of accounts, and the elec
tion of a new Marguillier." When the expenditure to be made 
amounts to fome thoufands of livres, (old currency,) fuch as that 
which has just been incurred for the roofing of the Church,- and 
that which we are about doing for interior decoration, then all the 
landholders in the Parish are called upon without exception. 
The majority who were prefent, a large number, approved of the 
repairs that were to be made, and appointed perions to act as 
Trullees, for the fuperintendap.ce of the work already done, and 
that which yet remained to be done. 

S Same anfwer as to the fecond q11dtion. They did not come. 
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de l'~uvre, on a~pela.it les notables. On a continue de les ap
peler Ju[qu'en md-hUlt-cent-feize, que j'ai ete nomme Cure de 
Vaudreuil. Ne m\~tant pas informe de l'u/age fur ce point, je 
n'app~.la~ aux premieres affemblees, que je convoquai, que les 
margUllhers anCIens et nouveaux. Revenu de mon erreur, j'ai 
appele, a quatre Oll cinq affemblees fuivantes, les notables; il ne 
s'efi: trouve de ces pretendus notables, que cinq ou fix; encore 
ne pouvait-on pas les campter tous comme notables. Voyant Ie 
petit nombre qui repondait a mon invitation, j'ai ceffe de la faire, 
et me iuis.contente d'appeler les marguilJiers anciens et nou
veaux. 

3. Vaudreuil, comme paroiffe, n'exiftait pas avant Ia ceilion du 
Canada. 

4. Le nombre des marguilliers gro!li, et la negIjgen~e des no
tables a [e rendre it l'appel qui leur ctait fait, me paraiffent les 
caufes pour lesquel1es on ne les appelle plus aujourd'hui. 

5. Point de decifion de cours, point d'ordre d'aucune autorite. 
leila ceffation de I'appel des notables ne pem etre attribuee qu'a 
leur injifference a fe trouver aces aff'emblees. 

6. Les feuls marguilliers donnaient leurs votes. Feu Mre. 
Deguire, mon pI edeceffeur, appelait les notables, qui n'entraient 
pour rien dans les deliberations. Dans I'acte, on fe contentait de 
nommer les marguilliers. Quant aux affistans, il~ font defignes 
ainfi: et autres. 

7. Dans les cas ordinaires, comme " redditions de comptes ; 
,. election de marguil1iers, achat d'ornemens," etc., etc. voici man 
annonce : "J\IM. les marguilliers, anciens et nouveaux, [ont pries 
de s'affembler apres Ia Meffe, au ion de la cloche, dans (ici Ie lieu 
de l'ailembliiie,) pour y traiter de quelque affaire de Fabrique." 
On ne specifie I'objet de L'aff'emblee que dans les deux cas fuivans : 
" reddition de comptes et election d'un nouveau maJ;guillier." 
Quand les depe?ies a faire a~c l'argent du coffre font de q~elqu.e~ 
mille livres (ancIens cours,) comme celie que nous avonsfaltes ICI 

pour la couverture de l'egliie, et celles que nous allons faire pour 
l'ornement de l'interieur, tous les proprietaires de Ia paroiffe, fans 

. exceptIOn, ont ete appeles. La grande majorite prefente a trouve 
conv"imables les reparations, et a nomme des e[peces de fyndics, 
pour furveiller les travaux deja fait" et ceux qui font encore it 
faire. 

8. Meme repon[e qu'a la fecondequeftion. lis n'y venaient 
sB 
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This is the best reafon I can give. I never received any order ali 
to this matter. 

9. Soulanges, where I was Vicaire, is the only Parish in which 
I have myfelf feen that none but the Marguilliers were called. 
At Nicolet, where I remained three years, as Confessor to the 
Seminary, I did not take notice how matters were managed. 

. 10. Here, the inhabitants could not complain, for, invited for 
a time to the meetings, they did not attend them. I know of no 
decisions, neither for Vaudreuil, nor for any other Parishes, on this 
fubject. 

ll. The anfwer to this queftion is of more ferious import, and 
requires to be reflected on. To refuse the Notable Inhabitants 
will caufe discontent. To admit them in the following case-that 
is, the election of a Marguillier, will occasion difficulty, and will 
scarcely be consistent with the tranquillity which we ought all to 
desire. I am afraid of giving my opinion, not desiring in the 
least to contlibute to the hatred, diffensions, &c. &c., which must 
be almost the inevitable refillt of admitting a great number into a 
small concern. I speak of the case of the election of Marguilliers. 
for as to that of the rendering of accounts, &c. that might, without 
any inconvenience, take place, not only before the Notables, but 
before the entire Parish, and even before a whole County. Ishall 
therefore here only consider the case of the election of Marguil
liers; and I will maintain that a Margui!lier appointed by Mar
guilliers alone, is the best mode. The Parish made choice of the 
first Marguilliers; those first Marguilliers must of course have 
been men of worth, men of probity, in short chosen by the 
Parishioners. Those first Marguilliers made choice of their suc
cessors, who must be supposed to be as worthy as their conftituents. 
Is it not to the wisdom of the House of Assembly that the choice 
of a SpW'lkpr is left? It is now a queftion as to the appointment 
of an Agent for the Country in England. It will be the Houfe 
that will name him, if the plan is carried into effect, and the 
people will be fatisfied with the nomination of one and the other, 
becaufe they rely, and with good reason, upon their Representa
tives. whom they look on as the chofen band of the Country, in 
whom all reliance is most justly placed, a parit, he Parishioners, jf 
they have good fenfe, will be always content as to the choice made 
by their old Marguiiliers. On the contrary, what benefit would 
accrue to the good order of the Parishes if they were called to 
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poin~, C'en: la meilleur~ raifon que je plliiTe al1eguer. Je n'ai 
JamalS re~u aucun ordre a ce fujet. 

9. Soulanges, ou j'ai ete vicaire, eO: la feule paroiiTe ou j'ai vu 
p~r, moi~meme, qu:on n.'appelait que les marguilliers. A Nicolet, 
o~!e f~IS demeu:e trOIs ans, comme directeur du feminaire, je 
n al pomt obferve comment on faifait les chofes. 

10. lei les habitans ne pouvaient pas fe plaindre, puifqu'invites 
pendant un temps, ils ne paraiifaient pas aux aifemblees. J e ne 
cO~lllais point de.decifions, ni pour VaudreuiI, ni pour aut res pa~ 
rOlifes, iur ce fUJet. 

II. La reponfe a cette queO:ion eO: plus ferieuse et demande 
refiexion-. Le refus des habitans notables fera des mecontens : 
leur admiffion, dans Ie cas fuivant-election de marguillier~cau
iera du trouble; ce qui ne s'accorde guere avec la paix que no us 
devons tous de firer. J e crains tie dunner mon opinion, ne vou
Iant participer en rien aux haines, diifentions, etc" etc., refultat 
prefque neceifaire de ~'admiffion du grand nombre dans une pe~ 
tite affaire. J e dis pour Ie cas d' election de marguilliers ; cal' la 
reddition des comptes, etc. pourrait, fans aucun inconvenient, fe 
faire non feulement devant les notables, mais encore devant toute 
Ja paroiife. et meme devant tout un comte. J e ne veux done ici 
faire mention que du cas d'election de marguilliers; et je fontiens 
que Ie marguillier, nomme par les feuls marguilliers. eft Ie meil
Jeur mode. C'eft la paroiife qui a choifi les premiers marguil
Jiers ~ ces premiers marguillJers ont ete, fans dOllte. des hommes 
de merite, de pro bite, enfin ils ont He Ie choix des paroiiliens. 
Ces premiers marguilliers ont nomme leurs fucceff"eurs qu'on doit 
croire auffi braves que leurs conilituans. Mais on lailTe bien a la 
1ageife des membres de la Chambre de nommer fon orateur. 11 
eft queO:ion, dans ce moment, d'un agent, en Angleterre pour Ie 
pays. C'eO: la Chambre qui Ie nommera, fi Ie projet reuilit; ~t 
Ie peuple fera content du choix de I'un et de ['autre, parce qu'li 
s'appuie, et a bon droit, fur fes repre{entans, qu'i[ regarde comme 
1'61ite du pays, et en qui it repofe j uftement toute fa confiance
a pari: les paroiffiens, s'ils font raifonnabIes,. feront to~jours n
tisfaits du choix, fait par leurs anciens margmlliers. ~I au ~es
traire, que gnagnera-t-on pour Ie bon. ord,re des pa~ol~es, a ao 
appeler aux aflemblees? Je conelus, pUlfqu on mt' fait I. h.onneur 
de demander mon opinion, qu'on doit laiifer aux margUilhers, et 
aUK feuls marguilliers, la nomination de leurs fucceifeurs, pour 
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the meetings? I conclude, since the honour is bestowed upon 
me of asking my opinion, that it ought to be left to the Marguil
liers alone to make choice of their fucce{fors, for the above
mentioned reafons and a thoufand others that all the world must 
conceive. 

12. To define what a Notable is, is not an eafy matter, efpecial
ly for me who would not desire to fee them; on occasions of elec
tion. Yet, the first qualification I should require in a Notable 
wouid be a sufficient property to render him able to be refponfible 
for the Fabrique money; for every Notable might afpire to the 
situation of Marguillier; and the fecond qualification would be an 
office, an employment, a situation of trust in short, diftinguishing 
him from others. This being premifed, shaH we place in the 
rank of Notables, 1 st, the Militia Officers, who, as whenever any 
trust is placed in them, art! general! y Marguilliers, will not tend 
to increafe the Fabrique meetings. 2d, The Notaries, there are 
one or two in a Parish, nevertheless without being landholders. 
3d, The Magistrates, there may be three or four whofe creed will 
exclude them from the meetings. 4th, Attornies, Tutors, Cura
tors, &c. &c.-thefe are only fituations ad telnpus, they exist 
to-day, and to-morrow they are no more. 5th, Finally the land
holders, but they must be all admitted, for any diftinction would 
be odious. But perhaps it may be faid that perfons of a cerrain 
income may be made choice of, iuch for inftance, as those who 
gather three hundred bushels of wheat; but then a year, when 
the crop fails, may deftroy all thefe Notables, who will not be fuch, 
if they don't reap three hundred bushels of wheat, and our meet
ings will be brought back to what they are now, that is to fay, 
nearly to the Marguilliers alone; fa true is it that it is difficult, 
not to fay impoffible, precifely to determine, what may be under
stood by Notables in our Country places. 

PL. ARCHAMBEAULT, Priest, 

Curate of St. Michel de Vaudreuil. 

Vaudreuil, 6th March, 1831. 
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des raiions ci-de{[us, et pour mille autres, que tout Ie monde doit 
fentir. 

12. Definir un notable, n'ef!: pas chafe aisee, furtout pour moi, 
qui n'en voudrais point dans Ie cas d'election. Cependant,]a 
premiere qualite que je voudrais dans un notable, ce ferait une 
propriete, capable de Ie rendre re1ponsable de L'argent de la Fa* 
brique ; car tout notable pourrait afpirer it la place de marguil
lier : et la feconde quaLite ferait un emploi, une charge, une 
place de confiance enfin, qui Ie difiinguerait des autres .. ' Ceci po
fe, mettra-t-on au nombre des notables 1 0 Les officiers de milice : 
quand ils meritent quelque confiance, iis font ordinairement mar
guilliers; ils augmenteront donc peu les aifemblees de Fabrique. 
2 0 Les notaires : il s'en trouve un ou deux par paroiife, fans etre 
toujours pro prieta ires. 3 0 Les magifrrats : vous en aurez trois 
ou quatre, que peut-etre leur croyance excJuera des a{[emblees. 
4 0 I.es procureurs, tuteurs, curateurs, etc. etc. Ce font de pla
ces ad tempus: iLs exifrent aujourd'hui ; demain iis ne {cront 
plus. 5 0 Entin, les proprietaires de fonds. Mais iL faudra taus 
les admettre: car Ia diitinction ferait odieufe. Mais on pourrait, 
dira~t-on, choifi~ ceux d'im certain revenu, v. g. de trois cens mi. 
nots de ble. Alors, une annee de difette peut aneantir taus ce. 
notables, qui ne Ie font que par Ie revenu de trois cens minots de 
ble, et ramener nos a{[emblees a ce qu' elles font aujourd'hui: 
c'eft a-dire, a peu de chofe pres, aux feuLs marguilliers ; tant il 
eft vrai qu'il efr difficile, pour ne pas dire impoffible, de deter
miner precifement ce qu'on doit entendre par notables dans nos 
camp agnes. 

PL: ARCHAMBEAULT Ptre. 

Cure de St. Michel de Vaudreuil. 

Vaudreuil, 6 Mars 1831. 
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Parish of St. Vincent de Paul. 

1. The old and new Marguilliers alone take part in the deli
berations of the Fabrique meetings. 

2. From 1743 until 1749, the most Notable Inhabitants of the 
Parish were fummoned to the elections and to the meetings for the 
rendering of accounts: since that time I do not fee thlt any but 
the old and new Marguilliers have been convoked; and I cannot 
fay what gave rife to this change. 

3. To your third queftion I anfwer as follows :-1 perceive no 
change in the mode of convocation, except that which appears to 
have taken place about 1749. 

4. I have hitherto received no other votes than thefe of the old 
and new Marguilliers., 

5. With regard to the convocation of the meetings, I summon
ed none !Jut the old and new Marguilliers, a3 well for the render
ing of accounts :;IS for the election of the new Marguillier. 

6. As, fince I have had the honour of being a Curate, I have 
never called any N otlbles to the' meetings, and that I do not 
well underftand what that word means, it has not fallen to my lot 
to exclude them. 

7. At Madawaska, where I was Miffionary, and at Belreil, 
where I was Curate, the fame was done as at St. Vincent de Paul, 
where none but the old and new Marguilliers are admitted to the 
elections and other Fabrique affairs. 

8. Fat' thirteen years that I h::we been Curate, it has not come 
to my knowledge that any perfon has complained as to any thing 
that was decided on the meetings of Marguilliers, excepting a few 
perions of no confequence. 

9. As to my opinion with regard to the participation of the 
Notable Inhabitants in the Fabrique meetings, on certain occa· 
sions; it is this :-that fuch a participation is ufually productive 
of much trouble, difputes and hoftility; very tardy for the ad
vancement of the public good; for there where there are a 
number of heads, there are many minds, and often little agree
ment. 

10. If you ask me who thofe Notables are who ought to be ad
mitted, I will give you my mode of thinking. In the Country 
Parishes, none can be properly pointed out as real Notables, 
but the fuperior Officers of Militia, such as Colonels, Majors, and 
Captains; the Seigneurs of the Parish, the Magiftr"tes, and othel" 
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Paroisse de St. ViI/cent de Paul. 

1. Les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux feulement prennenl 
part aux deliberations des aifembh~es de Fabrique. 

2. Depuis 1743 jofqu':i 1749, les plus notables habitans de la 
paroiife furent appelcs aux aifembiees pour la reddition des comp
tes ; depuis ce temps, je ne vois convoques que l.~s margui]\iers 
anciens et nouveaux; et je ne faurais dire qui a donne lieu a ce 
changement. 

S. A votre troifieme quefl:ion, je reponds ainfi: J e ne vois de 
changement que dans Ie mode de convocation qui parait avoir eu 
lieu vers 1749. 

4. J e n'ai re<;;n d 'autres votes julqu'a prelent que ceux des mar~ 
guilliers anciens et nouveaux. 

5. Quant a la convocation des alfemblees, je n'ai invite que les 
marguilliers anciens et nouveaux, tant pour la reddition des 
comptes que pour l'eIection du nouveau marguillier. 

6. Cornme, depuis que j'ai l'honneur d'etre cure, je n'ai jamais 
appele de notables aux aifemblees, et je n'entends pas bien ce que 
veut dire ce mot, je n'ai pas ete dans Ie cas de les exclure. 

7. A Madawaika, ou j'ai ete miffionnaire, a Belreil, dont j'aj 
ete cure, on agiffiait com me on Ie fait a St. Vincent de Paul, ou 
]'on n'admet que les marguilliers anciens et nouveaux, pour les 
elections, et autres affaires de Fabrique. 

8. II n'eft point venu a rna connailfance dt.puis 13 ans que je 
luis cure, que perfonr:e fe foit plaint de ce qui avait ete arr8te 
dans les aifembIees de margnilliers, excepte quelques gens fans 
aveu 

9. Quant a mon opinion fur la participation des habitans nota-
1Jles aux aifemblees de Fabrique en certains cas, la voici : C'eft que 
cette participation eft ordinairement fujette a beaucoup de trou
bles, de querelles, de haines; tres-tardive pour l'avancement du 
bien public; car lit ou il y a beaucoup de tetes, il y a beaucoup de 
fentimens, et fouvent peu d'accord. 

10. Si vous me demandez quels font ces notables que I'on doit 
admettre, je vous donnerai ma fa~on de penfer. Dans les paroiifes 
de campagne, on ne pourrait vraiment notifier de notables que les 
premiers officiers de milice, comme colonels, majors, capitaines; 
Ie Ieigneur de Ia paroiife, les magi~:at~ et autres perf?nn~s. qu~li
!lees, pourvu qu'elles fus~ent propl'letalres· Comme Je 11 al POlllt 
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qualified perfons, provided they are landholders. That I have 
not mentioned the Farmers who are large landholders, is becaufe 
usually in our Parishes, they have been or are Marguilliers in 
office: what I fay here is only meant as regarding the Country 
Parishes. 

A. MRE. TOUSST. LAGARDE, Priest, 

Curate of St· Vincent de Paul. 
St. Vincent de Paul, 

6th March, 1831. 
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nomme les habitans, qui font grand~ proprietaires, c'eft qu'ordi. 
nairement dans nos paroilfes, ils ont ete ou font ordinairement mar
guilliers en a:uvre ; ce que je dis iei, n'eft que pour les paroiffes 
de campagne. 

A MRE. TOUSST. LAGARDE, Ptre, 
Cure de St. Vincent de Paul. 

Saint~Vineent de Paul, 
~ Mars 1831. 


