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PREFACE. 

THE deep interest taken in the Oregon question at the present mo­
lDent; its paramount importance as a feature of our national policy, 
and the prevailing inacquaintance with its particular merits, have, 
together, induced the author to prepare the following pages, in the 
absence of the requisite work for the reference of the public. 

There appears to be a peculiar necessity for a publication of this 
kind at present, for recent events have shown it is no extravagance 
to suppose that a period may arrive when it will be necessary for us 
to be assured, whether we are to buckle on our armor, and to draw 
our swords in a righteous cause or no. 

In a monarchy, where the sovereign has a direct and absorbing 
personal interest in every war, he pays pamphleteers to make it popular 
with The People. In a Government like ours, this duty, when just, 
devolves upon its citizens, and such of them as perform it, are re­
warded with consciousness of having acquitted themselves of a natural 
obligation, and in the additional gratification oflending another impulse 
to a righteous cause. 

To accomplish !lis object in the best manner, the following pages 
have been arranged in two distinct parts; the first embracing the 
features of title, geography, and natural advantages; and the second, 
the descriptions of a traveller of the characteristics and capabilities of 
the country in dispute. 

In the preparation of the first, care has been taken to furnish a clear, 
concise. and straightforward relation of events, and to avoid the 
technicalities and pedantries which usually confuse the mind in the 
attempted consideration of such subjects. For the data of this portion 
of the work, the author has availed himself freely of the best authori­
ties on the subject, and he takes this opportunity of acknowledging 
his indebtedness to the work of Robert Greenhow, published for the 
use of Congress in °1840, and also to the more recent journal of Lieu-

tenant Wilkes. 
It will be observed by those already conversant with the Oregon 

Question that the author has left what is called" the French Title" 
from the ~ategory of our claims. He did this because he esteemed it 
of but little weight; but those who are curious on the subject, will 
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find a careful deduction of it in the Appendix, as prepared by a Com-

mittee of Congress, in 1843. ' . 
The project of a National Rail Road across the contment, though 

generally denounced as visionary and im~racticable, h~s long. been the 
author's favorite idea, and he claims for It that attention whICh every 
scheme deserves from its opposers. It was not his intention to 
advance it as early as the present time, but the rapid progress of events 
has precipitated his design, and a similar proposal from another source, 
has induced him to bring it forward now, principally from an appre­
hension that the grandest scheme the world ever entertained, may 
be prostituted to the selfish interests of a private corporation. 

The second part of the work, consists of a journal, prepared from 
a series of letters, written by a gentleman now in Oregon, who him­
self accompanied the celebrated emigrating expedition of 1843. 

They make no pretensions in their style, but are merely simple, 
conversational epistles, which, in their familiar, off-hand way, furnish 
a large amount of useful practical information to the emigrant, and 
much interesting matter to the general reader. The author has done 
scarcely more to this portion than to throw it into chapters, and to 
strike from it such historical and geographical statistics as had been 
drawn from ot~er sources, and arranged in the preceding portions of 
the work. These letters fell into his hands after the adoption and 
commencement of his original design; and adapting them to his pur­
pose, by linking them with his own MSS., a deal of research was saved 
him by the valuable and peculiar information they contributed. 

In conclusion, though much of his labor has been performed in haste, 
the author thinks it hardly necessary to offer an apology for the manner 
in which it has been accomplished. Instead of fishing for credit, he 
has desired only to be useful, and he would much prefer confirming the 
just determination of a single man, than to pleasing the fancies of a 
thousand critics. He has therefore been content to be correct and he 
will feel over-paid if he have opposed a single obstacle to the ~anifold 
deceptions and misstatements of the calculating monarchists who 
unhappily form a portion of the Citizens of this Republic, or have con­
trib~ted a mite to the ~reat movement that will advance the destiny 
of hiS country more rapidly than all other influences combined. 

Non.-The map facing the title.page is taken from an English publication on the Ore OD 
~ueabon, and. from the extre~e ~aste with which the publisher has been obliged to proceef. is 

e ri:e8t he ~s enabled to lurnlsh, for the present. Though shorn of two degrees of the 
:~~ i~~&,on o~ o~e~o~, it is accurate in the profile of the coast, in the courAe of the rivera 
or Frazer's R!' prmclPt. eatures of the territory. It will be noticed that along the 1in~ 
.• h ~ 11 .'ver runs e words-" Route of Makenzie, in 1793 ." and as no mention is made 
~~r °W~':hg pages of !llr. ~akenzie, it may be proper .to state that he was a Scotch Fur 
to the North s~~~:~ f:~;f:dd':s~~~led~ 178~90Rfd ·91, '!l exploring th,! Great ~Iave River, 
has no bearing on the questio~ of title as Gall:e Sand v.;r1dto Its mdouth. This expl<!I~, ho!"ever, 
weeks before. As a furth I'.. no, aJ es, an Vancouver had vl8lted It some 
Sound, and the Gulf of Geo~ exp an~~n, It maf be neceslary.to say that Queen Charlotte'. 
from the _outhem point of th are nill .ern W':ti°ns o.f the Stl'lUt of Fuca; and an easterly lina 
the Rocky Mountains. is the n:rth~m bo=da;;';:~::" under mark of longitude 132°, to 



HISTORY OF OREGON. 

PART 1. 

Historical Account of the Discovery and Settlement of Oregon Terri­
tory, Comprising an examination of tlte old Spanish Claims, the 
British Pretensions, and a deduction of the United States Title. 

OREGON is a vast stretch of territory, lying on the north west coast 
of North America. It is bounde<l on the west by the Pacific Ocean; 
on the north by latitude 54° 40'; on the east by the Rocky 
mountains,and on the south by the forty-second parallel. This geo­
graphical arrangement separates the coast into three grand divisions; 
first, that below the forty-second parallel belonging to Mexico; se­
cond, the section lying between 42°, and 54° 40' to the United States; 
and third, all above the last named limit, to the Russian crown'*'­
thu!! shutting Great Britain out from any inch of seaboard territory. 'l 

The whole of this immense region (Oregon) is nine hundred and 
sixty miles in length; its breadth along its northern boundary is about 
five hundred miles, and widening gradually with the south-easterly 
course of the Rocky mountains, it stretches to about seven hundred 
miles along its southern line. Its whole surface may, therefore, be 
estimated atfour hundred thousand square miles. 

Previous to entering into a description of its general characteristics, 
it is necessary first to analyze with accuracy the nature of our claims, 
for the purpose of ascertaining the degree of interest we are warranted 
in bestowing on it. This course will be found the more important, as 
we shall see that Great Britain, with characteristic modesty, lays claim 
to it for herself. . 

There are four modes by which nations may obtain possession and 
sovereignty over countries; and these are by discovery; by settle­
ment; by conquest, and by purchase-the latter, including all subordi­
nate modes of cession arising out of political arrangement. 

These rules, or principles, are laid down and governed by a general 
system called international law, the nature and qualities of which it 
will be necessary for us to exactly understand, before we can proceed 
satisfactorily with our inquiry. 

International Law is simply no law at all, for the first idea of law 
implies a superior power prescribing and dictating to an inferior one­
a notion that is perfectly incorppatible with the equality of nations. 
International law is, therefore, merely a collection of moral maxims put 
forth by certain ethical writers named Grotius, Puffendorf, Baron 
Wolfius and Vattel, which, being founded in the main on accurate 
bases, have been generally used by diplomatists as ready eluci<lations 
of the principles that should govern the general course and policy of 
nations. The adoption of this course saves them the special trouble 
of elaborating an argument on a natural right, by producing one ready 

See Appendix, No. 1. 
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made to their hand. The custom of resorting to these writers by 
diplomatists in the arrangement of their dispute~, has give? them a 
sort of authority, which has been confounded wIth the notion of an 
imperative rule. As, however, all nations are equal, there can be no 
international law but the great principle of RIGHT. Wherever th.e 
maxims of these writers square with this, they are doubtless as obli­
gatoryas any law can be ; for all powers are subject alike to the rules 
of everlasting justice, which are the type and essence of the only su­
premacy to which the nations of the earth must bow. But, whenever 
on the contrary, they do not agree with this divine principle, it is 
equally obligatory on all to reject them. 

There is another view in which a government like ours has a spe­
cial and peculiar right to deny the obligatory nature of this collection 
of essays, and that is embraced in the fact of their being drawn from 
monarchial theories. lYe, t~erefore, who are working upon a new 
and antagonistic principle, are not bound by any scheme which con­
flicts with our own grand design; for it would be absurd in the ex­
treme for a State which achieved its existence through the denounce­
ment of an arbitrary and unjust system, to admit the binding force of 
its inconsistent parls. We want no such system of international law! 
The prevailing sentiment of national honour, common to every free 
people, is the best conservator of the rights of nations; for while it 
imperatively exacts immediate redress for every wrong, it rejects every 
unworthy policy with unqualified disdain. The principles of justice, 
eternal and invariable, are understood by all without the elaborate 
filterings of an artificial code, and they have the advantage moreover, 
of applying equally to Monarchies and to Republics. The just do 
right without a written rule; the bad outrage it in opposition to a 
thousand-the first find their reward in the approbation of the world; 
the last their punishment in the alternative of war. No written code 
can alter these tendencies, nor affect their results. No nation will 
obey a rule which runs in derogation of its rights. What need then 
of a system which offers no additional inducements and enforces no 
additional penalties? 

We do not introduce these views of international law here, because 
any of its principles makes against our claims to Oregon, but for the 
opposite reason that they substantiate them; for we wish to be under­
stood, that while we have a right to accept a proposition waged 
against us, and turn its premises to our own account, we do not there­
by bind ourselves irrevocably to the whole system of which it is a 
part. 

Great Britain in support of her pretensions to the sovereignty of 
Oregon, produces two principles from this code which relate to the 
rights drawn fr~m discovery and occupation. 'Ve accept the chal­
lenge, because It happens to be founded on correct principles, and 
because it en~bles us to beat her on her own ground. The following 
are ~he rules alluded to. They are extracted from Vattel who is 
conSIdered the standard authority on international law. ' 

.. All mankind ha\"8 ~n eljnal right to things that have not fallen into the hands of 
any ono; and thesc th~Dgs belong to the pe~son ~ho first tllkes poncssion of thcm. 
When. therefore, a n.8tlOn finds a country unmhabrted and without an owner it may 
lawfully: take. p08SesBIO~ of it; and after it has sufficiently made known ils i~tention 
or WIll In thIS respect, It cannot be deprived of it by anolher nalion. Thus navi(Ta-.. 
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tora going. on voyag.es of discovery, furnished with a commission from their s01Je~eign, 
and meeting with Islands or other lands in a desert state, have taken possession of 
~hem in the name of their nation; and this title has been usually respected, proviaed 
It was soon after followed by a real possession."-Book 1, Chap. ]8, Sec. 207. 
. ~. Whe~ a nation takes possession of a country that never yet belonged to anoth~r, 
It IS considered aH possessiDg thl?re the empire fir sovereignty at the same time with 
the domain."-Book 1, Cliap. 18, Sec. 205. 

The correctness of these propositions cannot be denied; they are 
consistent with reason and natural rights, and though they derive no 
additional force from being written down by Monsieur Vattel, they 
are properly admitted by nations'as principles which cannot be assailed 
to the i~jury of the party enjoying the rights of the affirmative, without 
aggressIOn. Indeed, they would have been much better and more 
correctly understood if Vattel had never said a word about them. It 
is obvious enough that no claim can exist to a country which has 
never been discovered, and it is equally.obvious that it must naturally 
fall into the possession of the first nation who redeems it to the world; 
but it is not so apparent why a navigator should be armed with a 
commission before his nation can derive a title to his discoveries. 
~ere we see at once the pedantry of the lawyer: the main proposition 
IS founded upon reasonable principles, but the latter condition is the 
offspring of a quirk. It will be hereafter seen that England discards 
this feature from the rule, in her assertion of the discoveries of 
Meares; and it was against such absurdities as this, that our protest 
against international law was intended to guard. 

There is one other principle of international law which has been 
introduced into this controversy, that is of equal natural force and 
validity with the foregoing ones. This is the well known and esta­
blished rule, that" he who first discovers the mouth of a river drain­
ing a country in a state of nature, and makes known his discovery; 
and the nation whom he represents, takes possession in a reasonable 
time, becomes the' owner of all the territory drained by such river." 

This proposition, like the former ones, recommends itself at once 
to our reason and common sense. It is clear that such river should 
belong of right to the nation first discovering it, and it is equally clear, 
that to be of any use or benefit to them, they should have possession 
of the whole country drained by it, so that its sources and its current 
may not be at the mercy of inimical hands, who could render it use­
less at pleasure, by cutting off the first, or perverting the second in a 
different channel. 

THE OLD SPANISH CLAIMS." 

In 1491, the western hemisphere slept unknown in the abyss. 1491. 

In 1492 Spain redeemed it to the world. Between 1512 and ~g~~: 
1541, she settled Mexico, occupied Florida, traversed the whole 154], 

northern coast of the Gulf of Mexico, and explored the interior of the 
continent as far as the fortieth degree of north latitude. In 1543

1543
• 

she explored the coast under CabriIlo and Bartoleme Ferrelo, as 

* Though it is hardly necessary to mention to the reader in this stage of O!lf 

examination, that the United States purchased from Spain in 1819, all the rieht 
devolving to her on the North West coast above 42° nort.h latitude by virtue of 
her discoveries and settlements, it will do no harm to direct him t8 bear in mind 
that in making out her title, we of consequence establish our own. 
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. high as the forty-fourth parallel, and from that year till 1580 we 
1680. hear of no other adventure in a northern latitude. In the last 
mentioned year, however, Sir Francis Drake appeared in the North 
Pacific, and as the British government have seen fit to. lay great stre~s 
upon his discoveries, it is necessary that we should give them parti­
cular attention. 

Drake was one of the most distinguished of the buccane.ers who 
cursed the face of the ocean during the latter part of the sixteenth 
century. He had heard of the enormous profits derived fr0'!l the 
pillage of the South American Spanish settlements, and appealing to 
Queen Elizabeth, (who secretly encouraged this system of ,,:arfru:e, 
while she dared not openly deny to Spain the rights of her Pacific dIs­
coveries,) received her aid to his nefarious schemes. With, therefore, 
no object beyond piracy and plunder, he entered the Pacfic in 1578, 
and during the course of that and the following year, ravaged every 
town of note on the coast of South America; committing the most. 
barbarous outrages on their unoffending inhabitants. Being at last 
gorged with spoil and satiated with ravage, his next object was to 
secure a safe retreat; but fearing to take the risk of a return through 
the straits of Maaellan, lest the exasperated Spaniards should con­
centrate their for~es there to cut him oil, he resolved to return home 
by the way of the Indies and the Cape of Good Hope. He accordingly 
ranged along the coast as high as the 42d or 43d degrees of north 
latitude, when being pinched by the cold, he turned back and ran 
into the bay of San Francisco, in lat. 38. Here he stopped five weeks 
to refit, and for the purpose of awing the natives into submission, made 
a pompous display of colors and music, which he afterwards very 
modestly called taking possession for the British Crown. Though 
Drake knew from the accounts of the natives, and the articles of 
European manufacture he found among them, that the country had 
been discovered and visited long before, he could not overlook so 
favorable an opportunity of covering the dishonest nature of his enter­
prize; so he assumed the character of a discoverer, and per~ormed the 
double service of saving both himself and his mistress from impertinent 
inquiry by the evasion. He was rewarded on his return home for the 
murders he had committed and the plunder which he shared, by a 
baronetcy instead of the rope, and descended to posterity as Sir Francis 
Drake, the celebrated navigator, instead of Drake, the bold pirate. On 
this infamous basis do the British Government found their claims to 
Oregon, and it may be regarded as significant of the ramifications of 
the design. They insist that Drake explored the coast as high as 48°, 
and rely upon the statements of a work called the " World Encom­
p~sed," publish~d by an unknown compiler, from" notes oftht'~ Rev. 
Francis Fletcher, Preacher in this (Drake's) employment." But as 
this journal was not made uctil sixty-three years after the voyage was 
made, and as its incongruous statements are directly contradicted by a 
w~rk published immediately after the return of the expedition, when 
~lS Mr. Fletcher and all the parties were alive, and able to refute 
It, we are n?t bound to bestow a grave consideration on its statements. 
The followmg extract will serve to show the consistency and veracity 
of the Preacher's statement: 



HISTORY OF OREGON • 9 

• , On tbe -ad June, (1580) we came in latitude 42Q N., but in the night we founci 
'SUch an alteration of heat to extreme cold, as caused our men ttl gnevously complain. 
'The land bearing farther out in tit the west than we had imagined, we were nearer 
-on'it than we were awaTf'!. The 5th of Jur.e we were forced by Clmtrary winds 
to. run iR with thQ shore and ,cast an anchor in a bad bay, where we were not 
without some danger by the extreme {fUllts and flaws that beat upon us. In this 
place tllere was no abiding, on account of tbe extreme cold, and the teind still 
,directly fJent 'ltpon us, comlJlanci.ed us south wRether we w~)Uld or no. From the 
height of 43°, in which we now were, to 38°, M3 found the land low and rQasonably 
plain, and in 88° 20' fell in with a fit and cOll"1enient harbor, where we anchored. 
During all this time, we were visited with like nipping colds, neither was the air 
.duTtng the wlwle [OfiT·teen days 110 clear ell to enable us tl9 take the height of SII11 or 
~tar. Though we searched the coast ditigently, even unto the 48th degree, yet found 
we not the land to trend 60 much as one point in any place toward the east, but 
.rather running in cf}ntinuaiJy north-west, as if it were directly to meet with Asia." 

Really this preacher expects a great deal from our symplicity, for 
he coolly tells us that he accomplished a sailin.g distance of nearly, 
if not quite,jour hundred miles under the most adverse circumstances, 
in two days. Moreover, we find upon an examination of the maps, 
that the coast between these latitudes, so far from running continually 
"north-west, as if it went directly to meet with Asia," does not in any 
part trend one point toward the west. By comparing the two 
accounts, we find that the 6.rst historian, (Mr. Francis Pretty,) whose 
relation being published immediately upon its conclusion, may be 
regarded as the official j()>urnal of the voyage, sets the latitude of 5tlt 
June at 430

, while the other, whose work was not ventured before all 
the actors had departed f{'om the stage, marks it,48°. It may be that 
Fletcher's manuscript has its degrees of latitude indicated by figures, 
and that a peculiarity of formation has confounded 43 with 48; but 
if the inconsistency is not explained in this way, we must of necessity 
conclude, that the Preacher, whose hard task it was, to make robbery 
and ravage square with the ordinances of religion, has been gradually 
brought to consider romance as his peculiar province, and to estimate 
a serviceable nction over a common-place fact. The character of this 
production of Mr. Fletcher's appears to have been pretty well under­
stood by the historians of the last century, for while but three writers 
previous to 1750, (and those of but little reputation, *) adopt his state­
ments, they are rejected by the great mass of authorities, comprising 
Ogilby, in his History of America, De Laet, in his History of the 
New W6rld, Heylin, in his Cosmography, Locke, in his History of 
Navigation, Dr. Samuel Jehnson, in his biography of Drake, and Dr. 
Robertson, in' his Standard History of America, none of them allowing 
Drake·the credit of an advance above 43°, while tRe latter positively 
states that he turned back at the 42d parallel. When in addition to the 
indisputable veraeity ~ these writers, we take into consideration that 
they are all, with one exception, Britons, wha call not be accused of 
an indifference to the glory of their country, we must reject the claim 
which is based lIpon the counter-statement, as without foundation. 
Even admitting the latitude they ask, the very principles of inter­
national law they have advanced, plunges them into an inextricable 
,difficulty. By the rule which we have extracted from Vattel, a dis­
covery, to confer at title, is clogged with a proviso in the concluding 
elause, that a real possession must follow soon after. Now we shall see 

* lQ)hn Davis, AdoUr.al Monson, and Captain Burney. 
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in the proO'r€ss of our inquiry, that one Jwndru! and ninety-eight. years 
el:t I'" ,I, b:fore another English navigator entered tl~e n?rthe.rn I~tltudes 
of the i\orth-west coast. As the most romantIC ImagmatlOn can 
burdly construe this into beinO' soon enollgh after, we shall not hesitate 
to ~tr'iJ;e the prett·nsions, on the score of Drake, from ofl" the record. 

. From the date of the t'xpedition of Cabrillo and Fl'l"relo (1 ;-,.J3,) 
\0' I, we hear of no further discovery to the north, except what is 

contained in the account of a yoya~e made by Francisco Gali or 
Guelli, a merchantman, who in h'is ~cours,' from China to l\I!'xico is 
said to have reached the y ic in i ty of the American continent, in :,7 ~ 
deO'rel'~, and to have sailed along in si,,,ht of its coast, till he arrived 
at ~he bay of San Francisco, in latitude 37~. But little reliance is 
to b, placed upon this account, however, as IJY GuelIi's own statelllf'nt, 
the land first ~I·,'n by him" ,,,as n'ry hi"h and fair, and "'holly without 
SIlUW," which could not have been tlie case with the land in that 
latitude. It Ill;ihs but little diff<:'rence whether he is entitled to all he 
claimed or not, for subsequent discoveries cover all the ground which 
this could have occupied, if it Wei":' e\"l'r so substantial. 

"q The next di>;c<l\'l'ry by the Spaniards on the l\"orth-west coast, 
)" 7, took place in 1 ,-,;::0 7, l:y Jean de Fuca, a (~reek pilot, who recein·d 

the dil'l'Ction of a squadron fitted out by the Viceroy of l\It'xic(l for the 
di~('tlvely of a strait which was supposed to lead into the l\tlantic 
ocean. ,\rri\'ill2; behvl'ln latitudes ,IS and 49, h .. fell upon the great 
arm of tl1l' sea which separates" Quadra and \' ancouver',: Island" 
frolll the continent, and which now bears his name. This IH 
thorougly explored along its eastern course, and having remained in it 
for twenty days, returned to :'.I,'xico. From the policy pursued by 
th,' ~I';1I:i"h Govelllment of concealing every thin!; that relatpd to their 
A",erican P()Sc"'ssiuns, the existence of this l'trait was unknown to tht, 
ll"t of the ,,'orld for a long time, and ",hen its discoverer disclosed it 
to an En:;lish merchant some years r,ftef\\';:rd, it was d"i'iJ"d as 1< 
fal,k, 

17-; In .1787 an -\ ?strian wsspl fell upon it and ('ntered it to 
the distance of Sl;;t)' miles, and as it corresponded in all it!' 

\,', ,arkable peculiarities with the one described by De Fuca nearly 
t"" hundred years lJ(·fore, justice was at once rendered to his memory 
L:' the bestowal on it of his nanJ(', From 1592 up to 177·l, the Span­
ill:,;, occupied themselVt~ principally in forming ,;pttl,-ments upon the 
1774, coast and in the interior of t h.,ir northern possessiOl's; but in thE' 

latter year, ano~her expedition was despatched under the charge 
of Juan 1'1'fl'Z. which traversed the coast up to the 54th (~(',~J('e 
down to forty minutes of which point t\)I' Russians had alrt·ady ex~ 
tended their trading settlements. Proceeding south, Perez anchored 
in a spacious I,:!y under .~~Io, ,,,hich he named Port :-:an Lorenzo but 
which, on a sllLsl~quent visit by Captain Cook, rect'ived from 'that 
navi!;ator, its present name of X""lka Sound. After leavinO' Port 
San Lorenzo, Pert'z saw the Strait of Fuca in his southern (ourse 
177:; but did, not stop to examine it. In the following year anothe; 

l':;:IJPdltwll under Hecda, Bodega and ,\Iaurelle examined the 
w],,,il' ~h"r,' from 41)J up to ;)8:. and the former, ,Jll his r. turn \'O\'a"(' 
while between 46° and 47 , n<Jtic,·d an openin~ in the land at 46':' Iff' 
wLio.:h appeared to be a harbor or the 1lJ,)utlt of some river. He re: 
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ported the fact, giving his opinion to that effect, and subsequent Span­
Ish maps accordingly laid down a river there, which they called the 
San Roque. 

We have now brought the Spanish discoveries down to 1775, to 
which time no other European nation had set foot upon the coasts 
between 3RO and' 54° 40', neither had any ever reached a higher lati­
tude than 43°. 
1778. In 1778, three years after this latter expedit.ion, Captain Cook 

arrived in the North Pacific, and under 49~0 fell in with the port 
San Lorenzo of the Spaniards. This, he named Nootka Sound, and 
ascribed the merit of its discoverv to himself in the face of numerous 
evidences that Europeans had b~en there before him, for he tells us 
in his own account, that not only did the natives appear familiar with 
his ships, but he found among them articles of Spanish manufacture. 
Thus vanishes Cook from the shadowy list of English discoverers of 
the coast of Oregon; for until the word discovery is born again and 
receives a new definition, it will hardly possess sufficient elasticity of 
application to stretch its qualities to two distinct visitations of the 
same spot, separated by a distance of three years; and unless its mean­
ing is considerably enlargt>d, it will scarcely extend from the outside 
of an island twenty miles at sea, to the bodyof the continent behind it. 

Having disposed of the two main pillars of the English title, we 
next come to the examination of the filling in, the flimsy material of 
which we shall find in keeping and correspondence .with the unsub­
stantial quality of the first. 

In doing this, we shall be obliged to extend the scope of our nar­
rative somewhat, as well to correct certain gross misrepresentations 
which have been made to the injury of the Spanish title, as to afford 
a proper idea of the unworthy subterfuges which the dl'sperate di­
plomacy of Britain has employed to effect the establishment of their 
own, in opposition to it. This course is necessary, moreover, to a 
correct understanding of the whole subject, as the circumstances to 
be related nearly kindled a general European war, and as they led to 
a treaty, whose claimed concessions on the part of the English, admits 
virtually the integrity of the title of Spain. 
1778 Ih the month of January, 17Sl8, two Portuguese vessels named 

I • the" Felice," and" Iphigenia," arrived on the north-west coast 
of North America. The former was under the command of John 
Meares, a half-pay lieutenant in the British navy, and the latter wa~ 
under the direction of William Douglas, also a British subject. They 
were engaged in the fur trade, and were owned by John Cavallo, a 
Portuguese merchant of Macao. As it is important to establish their 
nationality, it is necessary to state that they sailed under the Portu­
guese flag, and contained instructions to their commanders written in 
the Portuguese language. These directed them, in express terms~ 
"to oppose with force any attempt on the part of any Russian, 
Enylish or Spanish vessels to interfere with them, and if possible to 
capture them, to bring them to China, that they might be condemned 
as legal prizes by the Portuguese authorities of Macao, and their 
crews punished as pirates." This, of course, conclusively refutes the 
assumption that they were English. The first of these POltuguese 
vessels, the Felice\ under the command of Meares, arrived at Nootka 
on the 13th May, when that officer finding he would need a small 
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vessel for the shallow inlets and riYers of the coast, immediately com­
menced building one. Leaving a portion of his crew t? c~plete ~er 
construction Meares sailed towards the south to examme his tradmg 
ground. H; endeavored unsuccessfully to explore the Strait of Fuca, 
and on arriving at the portion of the ~oast between ~6° and 47°--;the 
locality of the mouth of the Columbia-he sought ~Qr t.he great river 
which Heceta three years before had asserte.d emptIed lOt? the ocean 
in 46° 16'. Here he was unsuccessful agam, and chagrmed at the 
result, named the inward curve of the shore "Deception Bay," 
and the northern promontory of the harbor" Cape Disappointme7~t," 
chronicling the circumstance in his own journal i~ the follow.mg 
words :-" lYe can now with safety aSi/ert that there tS no sitch nver 
as that of Saint Roc exists, as laid down in the Spanish cTtarts." 
Mter his unsatisfactory search, Meares returned in the latter part of 
july to Nootka. In September following, the American sloop Wash­
inaton, Captain Gray, anchored in the same harbor. The little ves­
sel commenced by Meares had been completed, and received the 
name of the" North West America;" and the Iphigenia, the other 
Portuguese vessel commanded by Douglas, arrived on the 24th of the 
same month. Elated with the success of his enterprise, Meares 
transferred the cargo of the latter vessel to his own with the utmost 
despatch, and filled with new designs inspired by the result, set out 
four days afterward for Macao. 

In the following month, the ship Columbia of Boston, commanded 
by captain Kendrick, arrived at Nootka, and a few days afterwards, 
the two remaining Portuguese vessels, (the Iphigenia and the North 
West America) departed for the Sandwich Islands, leaving the Ame­
rican vessels to winter on the coast. 
1788 Meares arrived at Macao in December, and finding that Caval-

·10, his owner, had become a bankrupt, determined to turn his in­
formation and position to the best account for himself. An opportunity 
was not long in offering itself to his designs. Two v~ssels belongina 
to a rival association, called the" King George's Sound Company,;'; 
arrived at Macao under the command of James Colnett, another British 
officer under half pay. Meares immediately made overtures to an 
agent of that association, who came in one of the vessels (perhaps 
through some previous direction communicated by Meares, while all 
parti~s were. on the N. W. coast together in the previous summer) 
to uDlte the mterests of both concerns. The suggestion was adopted, 
the interests conjoined, and two vessels, the Princess Royal and the 
Argonaut, (the latter bearing Col nett, who had C'.hief direction) were 
despatched to Nootka, with the intention of establishing a permanent 
pos.t there for the transaction of their trading operations. Meares re­
malDed at Macao as resident agent, with all the affairs of the associa­
tion entirely at his control. 

In the mean time, Spain, who had heard with uneasiness of the 
movements of the fur traders in the North Pacific, began to be alarmed 
for the safety of her possessions in that quarter~ and remonstrances 
were made by her to the courts of England and of Russia, against the 
encroachments of the subjects of those two nations, in particular. To 
more ~ffectual~y guard against these transgressions, as well as to resist 
a pr~jected selZure of Nootka by the Russians, the viceroy of Mexi­
co directed a squadron then lyiDg at San BIas, under the command of 
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Don Estevan Jose Martinez, to proceed at Qnce to the scene of the 
intended aggression. -

Before the arrival of Martinez at No~tka, the Iphigenia and North 
West America, returned there frpm the Sandwich Islands, but in a 
most forlorn condition, the former being a mere wreck, and almost 
incapable of repair. 

On the 6th of May, 1780, nine days afterwards, Martinez arrived, 
proclaimed that he had come to take possession of the country for the 
crown of Spain, landed artillery, and commenced the erection of a fort. 
This was the first actual occupation ever made of Nootka. The most 
kindly feeling prevailed among all parties for a time, and the Spanish 
commander afforded the I phigenia whatever materials she stood in 
need of, in order that she might go to sea immediately; accepting in 
payment, bills drawn upon Cavallo, of Macao, as her owner. This 
amicable state of feeling lasted but a week, for upon Martinez being 
informed that the written instructions of the Portuguese vessels, di­
rected them to seize and carry to Macao any English, Russian, or 
Spanish vessels, they could manage to overcome, he took possession 
of the Iphigenia, and put her officers and crew under arrest. They 
were liberated, however, in a few days, through the intercession of 
captain Kendrick of the Columbia, and the officers of the Iphigenia 
signed a declaration to the effect that she had not been interrupted in 
her operations, and that they had been kindly treated by Martinez 
during their stay at Nootka. Viana and Douglas as captain and su­
percargo, respectively, engaged to pay for themselves, and for Juan 
Cavallo, the owner of said vessel, to the order of the Viceroy of Mexico, 
her full value, in case her capture should be pronounced legal. Mar­
tinez then fully equipped her for sea, and enabled her to make a vastly 
profitable voyage; a circumstance which could not have happened 
without his special aid. Pretty lenient treatment for men whom he 
might have sent to Mexico to be tried for piracy, and a pretty hazar-· 
dous policy moreover, when an additional force belonging to the same 
company was daily expected to arrive, which might have overpow­
ered him, and reversed the case by sending him, according to their 
instructions, to Macao, to be tried on the same charge. 

One of the vessels of the associated companies, the Princess Royal, 
arrived at Nootka on the 16th of June, and brought with her the news 
of the failure of Juan Cavallo; upon which, Martinez determined to 
hold the North West America (then there) as security for the bills 
which he held on the bankrupt. The Princess Royal was well treat­
ed by the Spaniards, and sailed on the second of July from N ootka on 
a cruise. As she was leaving the harbor, the Argonaut came in. 
Upon being boarded by the Spaniards, Captain Col nett arrogantly de­
clared he had come to take possession of N ootka for Great Britain, 
and to erect a fort there under the British flag. This declaration, in 
connexion with some insolent conduct on the part of Colnett on the 
following -day, who even went to the extent of drawing his sword 
upon the Spanish commander, in the latter's own cabin, determined 
Martinez to trifle no longer with such intemperate offenders, so he 
seized the Argonaut, and subsequently the Princess Royal, and de­
spatched the former, with the crews of both, to San BIas, Mexico, as 
prisoners underthe charge of a Spanish officer. Those who were cap­
tured in the North West America, which vessel was merely held as 
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collateral security for the obligations of its owneIs, were sen.t in t~e 
Columbia as pas:lengers \0 Macao, their passages not only b:lDg plUd 
by Martinez but an allowance being also made them for their wages. 
Having thus'disposed of his mission, Martinez sailed from Nootk~ for 
Mexico in November, leaving Captain Kendrick of the sloop WashlDg-
ton alone upon the coast. . ; 

The Columbia with the news of these Clfcumstances, arrived at 
Macao in 1789 and Meares full of his wrongs immediately took 

fI789. depositions fror:. some of the seamen, a."d posted off to Lo~don ~o 
see what capital he could make. out of the c.lrcumstance. On ~IS arrI­
val there, he got up a memorial filled with t~e grosses~ mlsrep.re­
sentations and downright falsehoods, and adoptmg a neW Idea which 
probably had been suggested to him after his arrival, he as.serted th~t 
in 1788 he had purchased a vast district of country from KIDg MaqUl­
na the monarch of N ootka, and that he had erected a fort there, with 
other buildings, by way of taking formal possession of the place for 
the British crown· 

This remarkable document then concludes by praying for an indem­
nification of the losses sustained by the memQrialist and his associates, 
through the seizure and detention of their vessels, in the very: mode­
rate sum of six hundred and fifty-three thousand dollars! ThiS story 
of the purchase of a territory for the crown of Great Britain, by a 
Portuguese agent, in a Portuguese expedition, is peculiarly English 
in its extravagant pretensions. That it was the scheme of an after­
thought is evident from a number of circumstances. In the first place, 
Meares in his journal of these voyages, written and published before 
the design of the memorial was conceived, makes no mention what­
ever of any such purchase of territory from the respectable monarch 
aforesaid; neither does he speak of the erection of the fort or the 
hoisting of the BritishBag. In the second place, he entirely overlooks 
these all important circumstances in the depositions which he took from 
the crew of the North West America previous to his departure from 
Canton; (none of whom say one word about them,) and in the third, to 
render the assertions of the memorial on this point more than q uestiona­
hIe, he was able to trump up only one pretended witness in the person of 
a common seaman to sustain them, and that too on the very day of its 
presentation to parliament. It is a significant fact, moreover, that 
the king's speech which laid the grievances set forth in this memorial 
before the nation, makes no allusion to the seizure of any lands or 
buildings belonging to the British crown at Nootka, though that 
assumption found its way into the treaty framed shortly after· and it 
is a positive fact, too, from evidence that will hereafter appe~r that 
there were no such lands or buildings there to seize. The B~itish 
government,. however, demand~d atonement u:om Spain for these 
out~ages on ds Bag, but though It prudently aVOIded representing the 
~ehce. and Iphigenia as British vessels, it was guilty of the monstrous 
l~~onslstency of claiming for itself the discoveries and territorial acqui­
slbo.ns. of an agent and employee of a Portuguese association. By way 
of glVlng weig.ht.to its de.mands, the armament of two large fleets was 
ordered, and Similar warhke preparations resounded through all the 
na!al a~enals of indi~nant Spain. The latter, however, being disap­
POlDte~ lD expected IUd fr~m France! and being embarrassed, more­
over, In her finances, and In her foreign and domestic relations was 

. , 
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<Gbliged to submit to the haughty terms imposed upon her. These 
are embraced in a treaty between the two high contracting powers 

signed on the 28th October, 1790, the first and second articles of 
1790. which, provide for the restoration of all buildings and tracts of 
land on the continent of North America, or the islands adjacent, of 
which the subjects of his Britannic majesty were djspossessed in April, 
1789, by Spain, and for compensation for all losses by violence, hos· 
tility, detention of vessels, &c. The third guarantees the right in 
common, of navigation, of· carrying on the fisheries of the Pacific 
Ocean, and of landing on the unoccupied portions of the coasts for the 
purpose of trade with the natives, or of making settlements; subject, 
however, to the restriction of the fourth article, that British subjects 
should not navigate or carry on their fishery within the space of ten sea 
leagues from any part of the coasts already occupied by Spain. By 
the fifth, these common rights of fishing, trade and settlement are 
extended to all colonies formed, or to be formed, subsequent to April, 
1789. By the sixth, both are prohibited from forming settlements in 
South America to the south of those already formed by Spain, though 
the liberty of a temporary landing is allowed for fishing purposes. 
The seventh provides for the form of convention to settle subsequent 
disputes; the eighth, and last, states that the instrument shall be 
ratified in six weeks, and the treaty thus concludes without making 
any limit for the duration of its stipulations.'" It will be remarked that 
this treaty, though humiliating to Spain in the sense of forcing ~om­
pensation for the exercise of a national right, makes no concession of 
a single claim of sovereignty, but rather secures to her, additional 
advantages and protects her from further encroachments. The fol­
lowing language used by Mr. Fox, in the house, in opposition to "a 
motion for an address to his majesty, congratulating him on the highly 
satisfactory issue to the late negotiation," &c., will serve to show the 
estimation in which the whole affair was held by the leading minds 
in parliament. 

"What, then, was the extent of our rights before the convention, and to what 
extent were they now secured to us 1 We possessed and exercised the free navi­
gation of the Pacific ocean, withollt restraint or limitatio.n. We possessed and 
exercised the right of carrying on fisheries in the South seas, equally unlimited. 
This estate we had, and were daily improving: it was not to be disgraced hy the 
name of an acquisition. The admission of part of these rights by Spain was all we 
had obtained. It remained to inquire what it had cost. Our right before was to 
lettle in any part of South or North-west America not fortified against us by previ­
OUi occupancy, and we are now restricted to settle in certain places only, and under 
certain restrictions. This was an important cOllcession OR our part. Our right of 
fishing extended 1.0 the whole o<;.ean; and now it, too, was limited, and to be carried 
on within certain distances of the Spanish settlements. Our right of making settle­
ments was not, as now, a right to .bllild hilts, but to plant colonies, if we thought 
proper. Surely these wer~ Dot acquisitions. 

" We have renounced the right of permanent settlement on the whole extent of 
South America, and where the admitted right of settlement on the north-west CORst 
commenced was completely undefined. 

" By the third article, we are authorized to navigate the Pacific ocean and South 
leas, IInmolested, for the purpose of carrying on our fisheries, and to land on the 
unsettled coasts for the purpose of trading with the natives; but, after this pompous 
Jecognition of right to navigation, fishing. and commerce, comes another article, 
which take. away all right of landing and erecting even temporary huts for any 
purpose but that of carrying on the fishing, and amounts to a complete dereliction 

*.Sec Appendix, No.3J 
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o( all rights to settle in any way (or the purpole of comme~ce with the J?atiTeIJ. 
In renollncing all right to make settlements in South America, we had, gwen t~ 
Spain what she considered inestimable, and had in return been contented with drols. 

ID these opinions he was sustained by. Grey, Lansdowne, ~nd the 
other eminent whigs of the hoose. ThIS treaty~ howeve~, I~ made 
tbe subject of another ilourish of title by the Enghlh, wllo 10Slst t~at 
it concedes to them an equal right with Spain to any unsettled po~t~oD 
of the coasts. We have seen the opinions of the leaders of the Bntlsh 
parliament opposed t~ this assumption ho.w~ver! and we shall sbort!y 
see its denial by SpaID. But even admlttmg It to bs 80, they gaID 
nothing by it, for in four years afterward a war broke ?ut bet~een 
the two contracting parties, which, by the rules of mternatl?nal 
Jaw annulled all existing inter-arrangements that had no prescrIbed 
limits and that depended for their continuance upon a state of. per­
fect amity, and Spain resumed at once, whatever she h~ resIgned 
by the Nootka treaty, if she had in reality resigned anytlung at all. 
On the conclusion of peace, the treaty was not revived; consequently 
it is a nullity, and all that Britain accomplishes by advan~ing ~er 
pretensions on it now, is the virtual acknowledgment of the 10tegrlty 
of the Spanish claims which have fallen to us, and which she had so 
perseveringly endeavored to acquire. 

This convention being concluded, the next thing was to take pos­
session of the tracts of iand,.buildings, jorts, &c. wrested from Mr. 

Meares at Nootka in 1789, and the English Government in 1791 
1791. despatched two ships under Captain George Vancouver, to effect 

the purpose. This officer arrived at Nootka on the 28th August~ 
1792. 1792, where he found the Spanish Commissioner in possession and 
ready to perform his share of the transfer. Negotiations between the 
two parties ,were then opened, and it became necessary" to ascertain 
what lands on the NO'I·th West coast oj Americd were in the pOS6ession 
oj British subjects, and what buildings were standing ift those lands in 
1789, when the Spanish first occupied Nootlta." For this purpose 
Quadra applied to Maqllina and his principal chiefs, who upon being 
questioned, positively denied that any lands had been bought, or any 
houses built by the English at Nootka in 1789, 0T at any other time. 
The Commissioner then applied to Captaills Gray and Ingraham as 
'Well as to the Portuguese captain of the lphigenia, all of whom hap­
pened to be there at the time. The two first replied at length in a 
circumstantial account'- (now on file in the office of the Secretary of 
State, at Washington) which, after explaining with manly fairness 
all the events that provoked the aeizure of Col nett's vessels, contain& 
the following paragraph :-

., We observe your wish to be acquainted what house or establishment Mr. 
Mearos had at the time the Spaniards arrived here 1 We answer in a word--none r 
~ ,tbe arrinl o( the Columbia .in 1781, there was a house, or rather a hot, con: 
slstmg of rough poa~s cOTer~d with ,boar~~ made by the India"".; bot this, Captain 
DOllglas puRed to pieces ,PflOf to hiS sailing to the Sandwich Islands in the same 
year, ,Tbe b~rd8 he tOOIt on boud the Ipbigenia, and the roof he £Ive to Captain 
Kendrick, wblch was cut up and uled a8 firewood on board the Columbia; .0 that 
on t~ ,amtJal of Don E.eetla'll Jo,e Martine" tMre '!DIU flO TJe.tige of any hour: 
"em&lm~. All to the land Mr. Meares said he purchased (rom Maquina, or any 
other chief, we cannot ~ay further tban we never heard of any, although we remained 
among these people DIne monthll, and could converse with them perfectly welL 

• See AppeDcIK, N •• 4. 



HISTORY OJ' OREGON. 17 

Besides this, we ha'Ve asked Maquina and other chiefs since our late arrival, if 
Captain Mearf!s ever purchased any land in Nootka sound 1 They answered-nQ! 
that Captain Kendrick was the only man to whom they had ever sold any land." 

The statements of this letter were coofirmed in all points by Cap­
tain Viana, aDd thus the scandalous falsities of Meares' unsustained 
memorial were ~onclusively refuted .. Vancouver, who must have 
keenly felt the mortification of the dilemma into which the mendacity 
of Mear.es had placed him-" the tract of land" dwindling to a 
hundred yards square, and the "er~ctions " to the remains of one 
mi!'4erable hut-had no resouree but to break off the negotiation, and 
send to England for new instructions. Quadra offered him the small 
:spot temporarily occupied by Meares, restricted however, with the 
express undet'Standing that such cession should not interfere with the 
rights of his catholic Majesty to Nootka, or any other portions of the 
adjoining coasts; but this was refused by the British commissioner, 
who having sent one of his lieutenants off with despatches, sailed 
from Nootka on the 13th October, and left the Spaniards in pos- 179 

session of the port. In 1794 Vancouver left the coast without 4. 

-effecting his object, and shortly afterwards, the Spaniards think­
ing it unnecessary to keep up a military force at so inco,nsiderable a 
place, withdrew to Mexico. In 1796, we havp. the authority of Lieu7 
tenant Broughton (whose conduct towards Captain Gray we shall 
have occasion shortly to analyse) for the statement that in the pre­
vious year, (1775,) the Spaniards had delivered up the port to 177 

Lieutenant Pearoo, who had been despatched by the way of 5. 

Mexico to hasten the termination of the busj~ss. This account, 
however, is d~nied by Belsham in his history of Great Britain, who, 
though a Briton himself, and tenacious of the interests of his country, 
says: "It is nevertheless certain from the most authentic subsequent 
information, that the Spanisltflag,flying at the fort and settlement of 
N ootka, was flever struck; and that the whole territory Itas been vir­
tually relinquished by Great Britaul." This is by far the most re­
liable story of the two, as Broughton says he derived his information 
from Maquina only, who handed him a letter (he does not say from 
whom) to that effect, in 1796; while Belsham asserts the contrary 
on strength of his own inquiries and the pledge of his reputation as a 
historian. The latter's account is also the most probable, as Great 
Britain was at this time engrossed in a war with Republican France, 
during which she would hardly consider such an obscure and insig­
nificant spot as Nootka, as worthy of so grave a notice. In 
1796 Spain deelared war against Great Britain, and all previously 17116. 

existing arrangements were rendered null and void. 
Having completed the abstract of the Spanish title up to 1790, our 

aitention is next claimed for an examination of the American disco­
veries, settlements, and purchases, which, in themselves, will be 
found sufficient to E'stablish our rights to Oregon against the world. 
For the purpose of conducting the inquiry in a regular manner we 
shall have to turn a few years back. 
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THE UNiTED STATES' TITLE. 

AFTER the conclusion of the revolutionary war, t~ enterprise 0(, 

our People turned immediately to commercial pursUits, and before­
three years had rolled over the Republic, her infaBt marine had plumed 
its wings on the billows of every ocean. As early as 178:, ~n ass?­
elation of Boston merchants despatched tbe ship Columbia, Captam 
Kendrick, and the sloop Washington, Captain.Gray, to the North 
Pacific, to be engaged in the fur trade. They amved at San Lorenzo, 

. or Nootka, in the latter part of September, !788, where, as .we have 
seen, they spent the winter. In the followmg year,.Ca~tam Gray, 
in the sToop, explored the Strait of Fuc.a for fifty nliles.m an east­
wardly direction, and collected infermatlOn from the l,latJves on the 
shore which brouo-ht him to the conclusion that the passage commu­
nicat:d northwarl with the Pacific, at an opening in latitude 61 0 

, 

which he had previously discovered, and to which he had gi~en ~he 
name of " Pintard's Sound." This opinion was the first intimatIOn 
the world ever had that Nootka was situated on an island. An erro­
neous account of this expedition was sent to England by Meares, 
representing that Gray had sailed through and through the strait, and 
had come again into the Pacific in the 56th degree of north latih~de. 
This, while it proves Meares to be incapable of a :;ttraightforward 
story, also proves that he could not at that time have entertained any 
notion of claiming the island for the British crown, for such a report, 
by admitting the superior claim of another, is levelled directly against 
that ,assumption. Sailing north, Gray next circumnavigated, for the 
first time, "Queen Charlotte's Island," lying between latitudE: 5 P 
and 54° and believing himself to be the original discoverer, named it 
Washington's Isle. He was not altogether correct in this opinion, 
for its northern point hall bees reached by Juan Perez in 1774, 
and in 1787, it was visited by Dixon, an English captain, who, con­
ceiving it to be an island, named it after his vessel, the Queen 
Charlotte. In the latter part of the summer, Gray, having completed 
h~s trading operations, (rather unsuccessfully,) sailed on his return to 
:Nootka. The Columbia left Nootka in August, 1789, for .Macao, 
with the officers and crew of tbe North-west America. On her way 
out she met the lVasbington, when it was agreed that Gray should 
take command of the ship, proceed to China, and from thence to the 
United States by the Cape of Good Hope, while Kendrick remained 
upon the coast. Duri~g the :years '89 and '~l, Kendrick ranged up 
and down the coast, (l!scoveflDg many new Islands, sounds and in­
lets i and in August of the latter year, he purchased by fo;mal and 
public arrangement, and by regular deed, several laro-e tracts of land 
near Nootka from :'ITaquina, \Vicannish, and other chiefs of the su~­
ro~nding country. This pu.rch~e is sp?ke~ of by several English 
wrIters! one of whom describes It, as being m " a most fertile clime 
e~nbra~l1Ig Io.llr degrees of latitude." After making this purchase: 
Kendrl~k sailed for the Sandwich Islands, where he was 'killed by 
the natlve~, at.Owhyee. In. September of this year, Gray returned 
to the PaCific 10 the ColumbIa, followed by the brig Hope, under the 
command of Joseph Ingraham, the former mate of thi: Columbia. 
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, Four other American vessels, also bound on the fur trade, arrived 
shortly after, and with the Washington, made seven vessels in all, 
,bearing the stars and stripesol'l the billows {If the north Pacific. 

Gray in his return reached the coast near Cape MenclocinQ, l-~I 
and saiHngnorthward, observed an opening in the land in latitude ... 
46° 16',. frCKn which issued a current so strong as to prevent his 
near approach. Being convinced that it was the outl€t of a great 
river, he endeavored to enter it by repeated efforts, but being defeated 
through a period of nine days, he abandoned the attempt and continued 
his course to the north. In August we find him at 54° 30' north, 
where he discovered" the broad inlet in the continent, now called the 
" Portland Canal," which he navigated in a north~easterly direction to 
the distallce of eighty mile~. III the meantime the brig Hope and the 
other American vessels were prying in every nook and inlet of the 
coast, in indefatigable pursuance of their trading operations. 

The Columbia, after wintering at Clyoquot, a port near Nootka, -9' 

set out with her enterprising commander in the spring 'Of 1792, II -, 

to renew her explorations. It was about this time, that Vancouver 
arrived upon the coast to meet the Spanish Commissioner, Quadra, 
who was already awaiting him at Nootka. He reached the c'Oast at 
about 43° , and commenced a careful search for the ri ver, laid down on 
the Spanish maps at ..to? 16'. Like Meares, he was unsuccessful, and 
declares in his journal" though he had sOllght for it under the most 

, favorable circumstances of wind and weather, it was his deliberate 
'opinion no such rit'er existed in that latitude." He sailed onward, and 
on the second day afterward, met Gray at the entrance of the Strait 
'Of Fuca, who in his g'Ood old ship had just left his winter quarters. 

Gray informed Vaocouver of his northern discoveries, as well as 
his discovery of a great river in 46° 16'; upon which Vancouver 
abruptly told him he was mistaken, and in noticing this circumstance 
in his journal, very complacently remarks-" this was probably 
the opening passed by us on the 27th," adding-" we have now 
explored a great part of the American continent, extending nearly two 
hundred and fifteen leagues, under the most favorable circumstances 
of wind and weather, and have seen no appearance 'Of any opening in 
its shores, the whole coast forming one compact, solid, and nearly 
straight barrier against the sea." A little piqued at .the Englishman's 
stolidity, Gray pushed 'On southward, determined to demonstrate the 
correctness of his assertions. In his c'Ourse, he discovered Bulfinch's 
harbor, the name of which, in common with the appellations bestowed 
by him on his other discoveries, the British geographers have altered 
to suit their own purposes. On the 11 th May, Gray arrived opposite 
the entrance of the river, and heedless of the risk, in his ardent spirit 
of enterprise dashed boldly through the.breakers on its bar, and in a 
few moments slid out upon the tranquil bosom of a broad and majestic 
river. *' Gray spent nille days in it, trading meanwhile with the natives 
repairing and painting his vessel, and in filling the casks of the shi~ 
with fresh water from the stream. On the 20th, after having navigateu 
it as far as the draught of his vessel would allow, (between 25 and 30 
mUes) he named it after his own good ship, spread his sails to the 
wind, and beat out over the bar, against a head wind, into the ocean. 

* See Appendix, No.5. 
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This would appear to be pretty conclusi ve evidence ofthe discoVery of, 
,omething. But we shall shortly see t?at the diplomatic kee~n~~s wbich 
could perceive a rno~t wonderful discovery I.n the mere s~lhog past 
a scollop in the shore, by Meares, crowne~ With the assertJ~n that no­
river existed in that quarter, cannot find III the actual entrance of a 
river, in that very place, and in its navigation to th.e distance of nearly 
thirty miles inland, any discovery at all •. As we lDte~d: however,. to 
claim it as a discovery, and to have all the rights and privileges flowlDg 
therefrom, we may as well here ref~r again t.o th~ ru!e th~t the nation 
which discovers the mouth of a fiver, by ImplicatIOn discovers the 
whole country watered by it. Applying this prtnciple to our discovery 
of the mouth ·of the Columbia, we extend our own title with the limits 
of its mighty branches, from the 53d parallel on the north, to the 42d 
on the south j and from their gurgling sources at the bases of the Rocky 
Mountains, to the resistless volume that swells the tide of ~he Pacific. 

Having taken this principle as U1e rule of our rights, we will now 
briefly advert to the disgraceful attempt which has been made by two 
British officers to cheat Gray of his reward. As we allude to Van­
couver and one of his lieutenants-Broughton, we shall have to fol­
lowtheir course for a while. We left them on the 7th May parting 
with Captain Gray at the Strait of Fuca, from which point they sailed 
in an easterly direction along its southern shore, landing once or twice 
to beat drums, blow trumpets, and display flags and gaudy uniforms 
to naked savages, by way of taking formal possession of the country, 
in violation of the solemn convention whose stipUlations it was their 
special duty toconserve.4J While ~hey were thus engaged in amusing 
the innocent and unconscious natives, two Spanish schooners, named 
the Sutil and the Mexicana, which, under the command of Galiano 
and Valdes, had been engaged in a minute survey of the northern 
coasts, arrived in the Strait for the purpose of thoroughly exploring 
that also j and getting the start of the Britons, they led the way along 
its northern course. A meeting took place between the parties how­
ever, and to settle all disputes and jealousies, it was agreed to make 
the search in com'pany. This arrangement was faithfully carried out; 
the p~rties entered the P~cific at Pi~tard's Sound, discovered by 
Captam Gray, amI the temtory on which Nootka was situated wa.<; 
found, according to his predictions, to be an island. The combined 
fleet shortly afterwards arrived at Nootka, when from the circum­
stances of the joint circumnavigation, it was called Quadra and Van­
couDer', island, the first branch of the appellation being the name of 
the Spanish commissioner then at that place. We have seen that no 
arrangement was efft!cted by the two commillsioners, and Vancouver 
in vi~w of the hopelessness of ~orcing any advantage from the resolut: 
Spamard, prepared to take hiS departure. His preparations were 
accelerated into haste by being informed by Quadra, tbat the indefati­
gable Yankee whom he had met in the spring, off the strait of Fuca 
had succeeded in. entering the river, the existence of which he (Van~ 

• C?uver) ha~ demed, and, moreover, tbat he had explored it to a con­
Siderable dIStance from tbe ocean. In proof of· this, Gray's charts 

• ·An omission hl8 bee.n made under the date o( 1790, o( a Spanish P%pedition 
under ~he comm8n~ of LIeutenant QU.imper, which surveyed the Strait of Fllca (or 
100 ml!es, dIscovering the harbors whIch Vancouver in the above expedition named 
" Admll8lty Inlet, P,nt Discovery, Deception Pa&sage," &c •. 
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were laid before him. No man likes to be defeated in his prognosti­
-cations and opinions, and least of all, an Englishman. In this case it 
will be readily imagined the rule was not softened with Van~uver 
by his rival's being from Boston bay. Under these bitter reelmg.s of 
:disappointment and chagrin, Vancouver wtily set out for the nver 
-on the 13th of October-five months after the discovery-with Gray's 
charts and descriptions for his guides, actuated by the resolute intention 
-ofrecpvering his reputation by discovering it over again. On the 18th, 
he arrived at Bullfinch's Bay, the name of which, maugre Gray's 
charts,he changed to Whildley's harbor, after one 'Of his lieutenants. 
Finding on his arrival at the mouth of the Columbia, t\lat the draught 
of his 'Own vessel would not admit of her entrance, he sailed on to the 
port of San Francisco, in California, detaching Lieutenant Broughton 
to the service. This worthy representative and coadjutor entered the 
river in the Chatham, on the 20th of October, (five months to a day 
from the time of Gray's departure,) and there, to bis surprise, found 
'anchored the brig Jenny,of Bristol. which vessel had also got its infor­
mation relatilre to the river, from Nootkaa few days before. The stream 
was found as Gray had described it to be, seven miles wide at its 
mouth, and decreasing to the extraordinary narrowness of a thousand 
yards, at a distance of twenty-five miles from the sea. This remark­
able ciTcumstance suggested an idea to Broughton and Vancouver 
when they laid their heads together afterward at San Francisco, 
which, if it do not give them credit for 1m extraordinary stretch of 
ingenuity, at least bestows upon them the most unquestionable title 
for meanness and dishonesty that could possibly be contrived. These 
gentlemen asserted that the ri'Oer commenced at the distance of twenty­
five miles from the sea; that Gray had not reached tb{s point, but the 
part surveyed and explored by him was only an inlet or sound; 
consequently, the discovery of the river itself, belonged of right to 
Lieutenant Broughton! Unfortunately, however, for these maritime 
lexicographp.rs, the geographical definitions of these terms will not 
consent to turn themselves wrong side out, either for their purposes, 

• -or for the service of her most christian majesty, and" sounds," and 
" inlets" of the sea, despjtetbe ungracious straining of Captains 
Vancouver and Broughton, will sti11, as before, stand for independent 
arms, or friths, whose waters flowing up into the land, are necessa­
rily salt. The waters of the Columbia, on the contrary, are fresh in 
their whole volume to within ten miles of the ocean, at which point, 
by the way, Captain Gray filled the casks of his ship. The conduct 
of the British government in adopting such an absurd pretence as this, 
is sufficiently discreditable; but when contrasted with the assumption 
in favour of Mear~s, it re<:eives an additional tinct of dishonor, and 
betrays a desperation of motive approaching to insanity. In a 
Statement· presented by the British plenipotentiaries in 1826, to the 
American minish'r, embracing a number pf propositions of about equal 
weight, it is alleged that Meares <!) is really entitled to the merit of 
the discovery of the Columbia, because, " he actually entered its bay 
in 1788, to the northern headland of which he gave' the name of 
Cape Disappointment, a name which it bea? to this day." This 
reasoning on both sides of the question, may be considered as the 
climax of argument, and the world may now rationally hope to see 

.. See Appendix, No.6. 
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the long standing proposition, that black is white. and whi!e. is bl.aeTt, 
satisfactorily established by the transcendent genIUs of BrItIsh ~Iplo­
macy. What signifies it if the doctrine in favor of Meares lets m ~he 
superior claim of Heceta, o~ !f th.e rul~ of Vancouver wages destructIOn 
against. Meares, the proposItion IS fo~tdied ~t both ends, and thos~ wh() 
like may fire away at eIther. Glonous, wl~e, powe~ful, ma.gnammous 
England! happy art 'thou in the posse~s~on of dlplom.atlsts, who~e 
sagacity has discovered that a false posItion backed ,"'Ith power, IS 

better than a true one supported only by the illusory strength of rjght, 
and who have the moral boldness to adopt a principle, maugre the 
whinings of all the theoretical ideoligists who dream of h()nor, and 
who waste their lives in speculative rules of ethics! . 

From the time of the breal<ing out of the war betwe~n S~alD and 
Great Britain in 1795, up to the year 1816, the monarchIes ot Europe 
were too much enO'aO'cd in wrestlinO' with the enercries of revolutionary o t" ~ o. 
France, and in resisting the stupendous power of the EmpIre, to pay 
any attention to a re,~ion so distant and insignificant as the North 
West coast of the Pacific; but the citizens of the United States, 
whose happy geographical position preserved them from bein.g em­
broiled in, the inhuman strife, availed themselves of the peculIar fa­
cililit's thus ofIered to them, and carried on the trade exclusively 
bel ween the North 'Vest coasts and the China seas. 
1803' Up to the year 1803, the western boundary of the United 

. States was the river Mississippi, which shut from our possession 
the vast region known by the name of Louigiana, now comprising 
Iowa, Missouri, Missouri Territory, Indian Territory, Arkansas, and 
the small portioo at its southern extremity which still retains the 
former name of all. This immense country, stretching from Canada 
()n the north, to the Gulf of M~Kico on the south, and spreading 
breadthwise from the Mississippi to the Rocky mountains, was origi­
nally owned by France, who obtained her title to it through the dis­
oCovery of the mouth of the great stream which drains it, by two of 
,her missionaries, in 1663, and by subsequent settlements under La 
'Sale and others. In 1763, France ceded Louisiana to Spain. In 

l,;u:?, }800 Spain ceded it back again ~b 'Fl'ance, and in 1803 it was 
.purchased from France by the United States for the- sum of 

$15,000,000. As soon as this purchase was made, the importance 
.vf Oregon as a Pacific gate to our possessions, became at once appa­
rent, and Jeffprson, under the direction of Congress, commissioned 
Captains Lewis and Clarke" to explore the river Missouri and its 
principal branches to their sources, to cross the Rocky mountains 
and trace to its termination in the Pacific some stream whether the 
Columbia, the Oregon, the Colorado, or any other, which might offer 
the most direct and practicable water communication across the cunti-
1805. 1IeT/~ for the purposes of commerce." In 1805, these ofliCE>rs and 
. their men crossed the mountains, and descending into Oregon 

(hs~ov~red a number of stre~ms flowing westward, which, upon ex~ 
~mmahon, were found to dlsembogue into the Columbia or some of 
Its huge branches, whose comprehensive arms embrace within their 
span th~ 42d and 53d parallels, and roll their silver bands from the' 
moun tams to the sea. On the 15th of November they reached its 
1806. mouth, and build~ng a fort which they called" Fort Catslop," 

. they spent the wmter there. In the spring of 1806, (March 
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13th,) having minutely explored the surrounding country, the party set 
Qut on their return, and ~fter proceeding some distance up the stream, 
parted company; the one to explore the region north, and the other 
the country south. They met in the month of August following, at 
the junction <>f the Yellowstone and the MiRsouri rivers, on the eas­
tern side of the mountains. Thus we find, that after haying discov­
ered the mouth of the Columbia in 1792, we explore the whole Jer­
ritory drained by it in 1805, build a fort at its mouth in November of 
that year, and thus take the actual possesslon " soon after," which is 
the positive condition of the principles of international law previously 
quoted. 

This being a difficult circumstance to overcome, the British govern­
ment were puzzled tor a time how to rebut or to offset it; but their 
natural fertility of resource did not leave them long at a loss, and re­
sorting to their old principle that bold assertion is as good as timid 
proof, they affirmed-that "at least in the same, or subsequent years 
(1805-6) Mr. Thompson, an agent of the North West company, had 
established posts among the Flathead or Kootanie tribes (near the 
b6th ° of latitude) and that. it was from this point he hastened down 
in 1811 t(') ascertain the nature of the American estab'lishment at the 
mouth of the Columbia riv-er." 

This is a part of the celebrated diplomatic Statement of 1826, and 
from its definite and satisfactory character, is worthy of taking place 
beside the claims of Vancouver and Meares . 
• The accounts given 'by Lewis and Clai'keon the return of their ex­

pedition, attracted the attention of commercial men, and John Jacob 
Astor, an opUlent merchant of New York, who was then engaged in 
the fur trade an the Upper Missouri, corrceived the foundation of a 
company, whose efforts should be $pecially confined to the coast of 
this region. Before his plans were consummated, however, the Mis­
souri Company, another American association, established a post be­
yond the Rocky mountains on the head waters of the southern branch 
0f the Columbia in 1808, but it was abandoned in 1810 from a 
difficulty, through the 'enmity of the neighbot:ing savages, of ob- 180S. 

taining regular S'Ilpply of food. . 
In 1809, Mr. Astor had completed his arrangements, and the 09 

;Pacific Fur company by his exertions assumed a definite exis- 18 • 

tence. In that year the ship Enterprise was sent into the north Pa('.i­
fic " to make preparatory resrarches and inquiries in the scenes of the 
new company'~ operations," and in 1810 two parties were formed, 
one to cross the continent under the conduct of W. P. Hunt, the 1810. 

chief agent, and the other to proceed on the ship Tonquin'by sea. In 
March, 1811, the sbip arrived at the mouth of the Columbia, and the 
colonists immediately selecting a spot, erected a factory and a fort, and 
in honor of the patron of the enterprise, called the establishment 
Astoria. By f.ome means, the Mr. Thompson who is spoken of in the 
Statement allm.led to, heard at his station on Fraser's lake (between lati­
tudes 54° 55') of this new settlement, and gathering together a party, 
posted in hot haste down th~ northern branch of the Columbia, build­
ing huts, hoisting flags and bestowing names by way of takinO' posses­
sion as they passed along. They reached Astoria a little tog late, for 
on arriring there it? July, they found the banner of the States waving 
over a fort-they found factories erected, farms laid out, and the 
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contented colonists eating of the produce of their already ffoorishing 
O'ardeDS. They were therefore, obliged most reluctantly to retrace 
their steps northward: after receiving the unwelcome .informati~n that 
the posts of which they had pretended to take possesslOn on their V'!ay 
down, had all been visited five years before by officers of the tJmted 
States. 

In the sprinO' of iS12, the other party of emigrants under Mr. 
ISU I:> h' d'd . Hunt completed their journey across t e eontment, an arrwe 

Jafely at the settlement among their brother traders. A fe.w da:ys 
after this event, the ship Beaver arrh'ed from New York, With still 
further reinforcements and supplies, and it was decided that Mr. Hunt,. 
the chief agent, should sail in her in charge of an expedition to the 
northern coasts, the affairs of the factory being entrusted (uRfortunate­
ly as will be seen) to the charge of McDougal, one of the Scotchmen. 
who had formerly been in the .service of the North West company. 
DurinO' the absence of Mr. Hunt, the news of the declaration of war 
bv theOUnited States against Great Britain reached A!ltoria, and crea­
t~d no small degree of uneasiness in the minds of the American mem­
hers of the company, for they at once saw the difficulties this would 
lead to between themselves and their British associates. This infor­
mation was received in January from New York, and in June fol1ow­
jng, an agent of the North West company arrived from Canada, bring­
ing news of the approach of a British naval force to take possession 
of the American settlement. The Scotchmen and Englismen connect­
ed with the association received the report with iII concealed satisfac­
tion, and several of them withdrew from the service at once for that 
of the rival company. Those who remained could scarcely be con­
sidered faithful, beyond the considerations of the pecuniary interest 
that were involved in the affair. Anxious consultations were held, 
in which the foreigners held a superior and controlling influence. 
This was the natural consequen~e of their position, for having been 
selected with a view totheir superior knowledge of trading operations 
gained in a previous Rervice with the North West company, they held 
all the most responsible situations. . 

The latter proposed, in view of the approaehing danger, to abandon 
the enterprise altogether, unless additional reinforcements and sup­
plies should speedily arrive from New York to their assistance. This 
the Americans strenuously opposed, choosing rather to trllSt to the 
chances of their enemies not appearing, or in case they did, to risk 
the hazard of a struggle; but the resolution prevailed, and the mi­
n~rity of i~terest8 was bound to submit. At length Hunt arrived, but 
With all his efforts, was unable to change the detp.rmination of the 
Scotti~h partners, and kn~wing the impossibility or conducting the 
operatIOns of the concern 10 case of their defection, he was obliged 
to submit to the arrangement. He, therefore, in pursuance of the 
~ecision set sail for the Sandwich Islands, for the purpose of charter-
109 some vessels to coovey the furs then stored in the factory and 
other properties of the company, to Canton. In the month foUdwing 
his d~parture, a d~puta~io~ from the ~?rth ~est Company descended 
th~ fiver t~ Astoria, bringmg the addlhonallDformatioo that a Rritisb 
fm.gate havlDg under her convoy a large armed ship belonging to the 
N. W. Co.mpany, was on her way to the Columbia with the intention 
of destroJlng every thing American in that quarter. The commuai-
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cation of this news was accompanied by an offer on the part of the 
leader of tbe deputation, to purchase out the whole stock in trade, 
and other properties of the Pacific company; adding as an additional 
inducement, that they would engage, at a liberal rate of wages, all 
who might choose to enter their service, and agreed to send back to 
the United States all who wished to return. This whole measure 
had doubtless been secretly concocted by the Scotch partners of the 
Pacific Company, who, to effect it, had got Hunt out of the way, and 
the agents of the other party were proceeding exactly according to 
previously imparted 'directions. The proposal to employ, while it 
looked like an emanation of generosity, was a most insidiou1! piece of 
treachery to entice away the, employees on whom the Pacific Com­
pany depebded for existence, and in such a state of society as existed 
there, was deserving of the punishment of death., It, however, af­
forded the Scotchmen an opportunity to secede without an appear­
ance of absolute defection, and softened the oppqsition of those wh() 
were not unwilling to return to a more congenial society in their own 
country. The transfer was accordingly made, and the Pacific Com­
pany lost its identity in the North West Associat1on. 

From the time of their first arrival iQ the territory to the date of 
this relinquishment, the Pacific Company had established four forts or 
trading posts, besides the main one at Astoria. These were Fort 
Okanegan, situated at the confluence of that river and the north 
branch of the Columbia-Spokan House, on the river of the same 
name, and a branch of the latter establishment pushed further west, 
among the Flathead al'ld Kootanic tribes-a post on the Kooskooske, 
and one on the Wallamette river. All of these establishments were 
included in the transfer of Astoria. 

This inglorious termination of the enterprise took place on the 1813 

16th October, 18]3. It was principally brought about by a . 
Scotchman, named Duncan McDougal, whom Hunt had unwisely 
left in command of the fort, and who was strQngly suspected of hav­
ing been bribed to his course by the rival company. At any rate, the 
arrangement squared with his feelings, and he made it subserve his 
interest. . 

On the 1st December, befo~e the transfer was completed, the Brit­
ish sloop of war Raccoon arrived at Astoria, expecting a rich plunder 
by the capture of the magazines and treasures of the Pacific Com­
pany; but all she found for prize was the American flag still waving 
its glorious folds above the fort. This remained there, notwithstand­
ing the existence of the Pacific Company had ceased more than two 
months before; for the citizens of the United States who had be­
longed to it, insisted that this emblem of the Republic's sovereignty 
over the soil, formed no portion of the transfer to the English com­
pany. The following account of the capture of AstOl'ia, and the 
taking possession of the fort, by Ross Cox, who gathered his in­
formation on the spot, shortly after the events took place, will not 
only serve to throw some light upon the motive of McDougal'S 
treachery, but will also corroborate our claims to the first settlement 
of that region. 

"Captain Black," (the commander of the Raccoon,) "took pdasession of Astoria 
in the name of his Britannic Majesty, and re-haptised it by tbe name of Fort 
George. He also insisted on baving an inventory taken of the IValuable stock of 
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furs and other property purcha8e~ from the American company, with a view to the 
adoption of ulterior proceedmgs III England for ~he recovery. o~ the value from the 
North West Company; but he subsequently relinqUished this J(l~a, and we heard 
no more of his claims. The Iudians at the mouth of the Columbia knew well that 
Great Britain am! America were distinct natiolls, and that they were then at ~ar, 
but were ignorant of the arrangement made between Messrs. McDougal and. TaVish, 
(the agent of the North WeSL Company,) the former of whom still continued ~s 
nominal chief at the fort. On the arrival of the Raccoon, which they qUickly d18-
covered to be one of King Gp.orge's fighting ships, they repaired armed. to the for~, 
and requested an audience of Mr. McDougal. He was somewhat surprISed at th~lr 
numbers and warlike appearance, and demanded the o'"Ject of such an unusual VISit. 
Concomlv, tbe principal chief of the Chenoo"s, (whose ~d&ughter Mc~ougal h~d 
married,) thereupon addressed him in a long speech, in the course of w~tch he s&!d 
that King George had sent a ship full of warriors, and loaded wJlh nothmg but big 
guns, to take the Americans and make them all slaves; and that as they (the 
Americans) were the first white men that settled in their country, and treated the 
Indians like good relations, they resolved to defend them from King George's war­
riors, and wero now ready to conceal themselves in the woods, close to the wharf, 
from whenCll they would be able with their guns and arrows to sboot a~1 the mell 
that should attempt to IIl1Jd from the English boats, while the peopltl 111 the f?rt 
could fire at them with their hig guns amI riRes. This proposition was offered With 
an carnestness of manner that admitted no doubt of its sincerity; two armed boats 
from the Raccoon were approaching, and, had the people in the fort felt disposed to 
accede to the wishes of the Indians, every man of them would have been destroyed 
by an invisible enomy. Mr. McDougal thanked them for their friendly offer; but 
added, that notwithstanding the nations were at war, the people in the boats would 
not injure him nor any of his people, and therefore requcsted them to throw by their 
war shirts and arms, and receive the strangers as their friends. They at first 
seemed astonished at this answer; but, on assuring them in the most positive man­
ner that he was under no apprehensions, tbey consented to give up theIr weapons 
for a few days. They afterwards declared they were sorry for having complied with 
Mr. Dougal's wishes; for when they observed Captain Black, surrounded by his 
officers and marines, break the bottle of port 'on the Rag.staff, and hoist the British 
ensign, after changing the name of the fort, they remarked, that however much 
one might wish to conceal tho fact, the American$ were undoubtedly made slaves; 
and tbey were not convinced of their mistake until the sloop of war had departed 
without taking any prisoners." 

r It is not our intention to assert that McDougal should have accepted 
of this offer of the Indians against his own nation, but it proves that with 
such friends as the aborigines of the country, the settlement could 
never have been seriously distressed for supplies; and, therefore, that 
his representatibns, on which the resolution to abandon the place was 
based, were false. Had Mr. Hunt possessed those means of resistance 
and been in McDougal's situation, the property of the company would 
not have been sold, and the flag upon the fort would never have been 
struck. 
ISH. The war ended in 1814, and by the treaty of Ghent, signed on 
.. the 24th December, of that year, it was declared" that all 
territory, pla~es, and possessions whatever, taken by either party from 
the other dunng •. ur after the. t?ar, shoul~ be .restured without delay." 
In ~ccordance ~Ith the prOVISIons of thiS article, the President of the 
U~llted Sta~es, I.n October, 1817, despatched the sloop of war Ontario, 
With CaptalD BIddle and J. B. Prevost as Commissioners to Astoria 
and th~! duly received the surrender of that place by the British 
authontles, ~n the 6th day of October, 1818. 
1818. In thiS same year a negotiation was carried on in London 

between the plenipotentiaries of the two Governments for th~ 
settlement ofanorthern boundary line,' which resulted in the e~tablish-

• See Appendiz. No.7. 
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ment of the 49th parallel, from the north-western point of the Lake 
of the Woods to the Rocky Mountains, as the dividing line between 
the British Possessions and the territory of the States, leaving the 
portion beyond the Rocky Mountains, bordering on the Pacific, subject 
to the restrictions of the following article: 

"ART. 3. It is agreed that any country that may be claimed by either party 011 

the north·wesl coast of America, westward of the Stony Mountains, shall, together 
with its harbors, bays, and creeks, and the navigation of all rivers within the same, 
be free and .pen for the term of ten years from the date of the signature of the 
present Convention, to the vessels, citizens and subjects of the two Powers; it being 
wIll wulerstood that this agreement is not to be construed to the prejudice of any 
claim which either of, tile two high contracting parties may have to any part of ,the 
said country, nor shall it be taken to affect the claims of another Power or Slale to 
any part of the said country.; the only object of the high con/.racting parties, in that 
respect, being to prevent disputes and difficulties among themtlelves." 

~t is plain from the wording of this article that England relied very 
lightly upon the strength of her own claims to the territory in dispute; 
the concluding clause being a virtual acknowledgment of the superior 
rights of Spain, whose anger is carefully deprecated, by the assurance 

, that neither party aspired to her title, but that" their only object" in 
making this arrangement in regard to the common privileges of naviga­
tion, fishing, &c., was to "avoid differences among themselves." 
It is not necessary to explain that while this arrangement goes to 
conclude the pretensions of its proposer it does not now in the slight­
est degree affect us. The whol~ aim of the manoeuvre is sufficiently 
transparent to those acquainted with the political relations existing 
between the courts of Madrid and St. James at the J¥lriods of its per­
formance. Impoverished anu feeble Spain was looked upon hy Great 
Britain as a much less formidable opponent than the Republic 
which had just emerged triumphantly from a war with her upon her 
own element. Her object, therefore, was to preclude us at all risks. 
She would be satisfied if she could make her own invalid title balance 
ours, for then she would magnanimously propose a joint relinquishment 
in favor of the thir{l claimant whose cause she had so insidiously 
fortified.· After, this it would not have been long,"of course, before 
exhausted Spain would have been forced to redeem one of the deep 
involvements incurred in the peninsular war, by turning the north 
west coast over to her subtl~ and grasping creditor. It would 
appear that our ministers at London divined this motive in the course 
'of the negotiation, for an immediate offer was made on our part to 
Spain, and that power, wisely concluding to sell rather than to give 
away, closed with our overtures at once; and thus England's over­
reaching diplomacy was skilfully turned against herself. 
, The negotiation with Spain on this subject terminated on the 22d 
of February, ~81~, (four mo~ths aft~r the treaty of 1818 of whic~ 1819. 

the above article IS a part,) 10 what IS now known as the" Flofl- , ' 
da treaty." By this treaty the United States purchased all Florida, 
and likewise all the territory belonging to the crown of Spain north 
of the 42d d?gree of latitude for the sum of five millions of dollars, in 
the "hape of a release of that amount of claims held against her by our 

* This opinion is strengthened by one of England's present olfers of compromise 
which is, that both of us relinquish Oregon, for the common settlement of it for an 
indepenrlent nation, and also by her recently developed intrigues in relation to Cali· 
fornia and Texas. 



28 HtlTOR.Y OF OREQOII. 

merchants and of which the United States assumed the payment. 
This arra~gement of course merged. the Spa.ni~h title. in our own: 
and by thus removing the only possl~l~ contilCtlDg claIm, placed the 
latter UpOD a basis of indisputable validIty. . . 

The chief value however that we attach to thIs ceSSlOn on the part 
of Spain, is for its complete subversion of the pretensions of England, 
o~ the principle of original discovery of points of the coast. Our own 
individual title to Oregon is in itself made complete to 53° by the 
single principle of international law, which confers the who~e country 
drained by a river and its tributaries, to the discoverer of Its mouth. 
We recognized this principle in the purchase of the immense territory 
formerly comprehended under the name of Louisiana, and while we 
have paid a penalty of fifteen million of dollars in vindication of i~ 
integrity, we have a peculiar right to the benefit of it when it runs m 
our favor.t 

The treaty of 1818 expiring in 1828, the convention was re-
1818. d . b b fi d fi . I· . d newe 10 1826, ut as e ore, no e OIte conc USlon was arnve 
at, and the negotiation resulted in the following year, just where it had 
begun, the provisions of the former treaty being indefinitely extended, 
subject only to the additional stipulation, that either party desiring to 
abrogate it, might do so on giving twelve months notice to the other.! 

From the period after the salt) of the ~acific Fur Company to the 
North West Association, (now merged in the Hudson's Bay Company,) 
and the consequent departure of most of the Americans, British 
subjects, consisting entirely of attaches of this latter body, acquired a 
preponderance in the territory, and by ingenious management of their 
wealth and power, continued for a time progressively to increase it. 
This circumstance has been very seriously brought forward by the 
supporters of the English title, as a new right to the territory they 
usurp; as if the tyranny their monstrous wealth had enabled them to 
exercise over every American citizen within the reach of their influ­
ence, gave them an additional right to outrage the Government by a 
usurpation of its title. 

There is nothing overstrained in these remarks; indeed, they but 
. very inadequately express the outrageous means resorted to by these 

affiliated tyrants to crush every interest opposed to them. Tl)e fol­
lowine; extract taken from the work of Thomas P. Farnham, a traveller 
of ability and character, will afford some notion of their operations and 
policy: 

"Fort Hall was built by Captain Wyeth, of Boston, in 1832, for the purposes 
of trade wi~h the Indians in its vicinity. He had taken goode into the lower part 
of the Terntory to exchange for salmon. But competition 800n drove him from hi. 

* See Appendix, No.8. 

t It may u~ captiouslr ~bjected to t~i. ~rgunlent, that France derived her title 
from. the ce~8lOn of Spam m 1,800, but It Will be recollected that ,France originally 
acquJred a title ~o tbe 'fast region wat~red by, the, Miesipsippi by tbe discovery of tbe 
mouth of that ~Iver by two Frencb miSSiOnaries m 1663, and sustained it by subse. 
q~ent explo~lltlo~ and'settlen;tent, which is our case exactly id regard to the Colum­
~Ia. ~)n tbls cla .. ~ she held ,It ,for a b~ndr~d years, till by a treaty of policy in 1763, 
mYol,mg no ques~lon of vah~lty o,f tlt\~, It was ceded to Spain, and by a similar 
an"ng~ment, on Similar conslderllt\onl, It was in 1800 ceded back to France. Its 
sOter~I~Dty ~aRsed from hand to hsnd on ,the .trength or tbe principle involnd in 
the orlgmal title, and by ,irtue of tbat principle, it ca me to U8, 

t See Appendix, No.9. 
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fisheries to this remote "pot, where he hoped to be permitted to purchllSe (ura of the 
Indians withou~ being molested by the Hudson'S' Bay Company,lI'hose nea¥st pOSl 
was sIlven hundred miles away. 

In this he was diilappointed. In pursuance of the avowed doctrine of that company, 
that no others have a right to trade in the furs west of the !locky Mountains, while 
the use of capital and their incomparable skill and perseverance can prevent it, they 
established a fort near him, preceded him, followed him every where, and cut the 
throat of his prosperity with luch kindness and politeness, that Wyeth was induced 
to sell his whule interest, existent and prospective, in Oregon, to his generous but 
too in,lefatig'lble, skilful, and powerful antagonists. 

Mr. Farnham has written the word ". generous" in good faith and 
honest Roman characters, as if he really thought it were generous in 
the H. B. Company, to give Mr. Wyeth a price for his property, after 
forcing him to its sale by the basest means! But Mr. Farnham ate a 
most superlative dinner afterward at Fort Vancouver, and this may 
somewhat account for the tenderness of his construction. 

While we are upon this subject we will furnish the reader with a 
further insight into the corporate economy and operations of this 
association, from the same author. 

"A charter was granted by Charles II., in 1670, to certain British slIbjects 
associated onder the name of .. The Hudson's Bay Company, in virtue of which 
they were allowed the exclu~ive privilege.f establishing trading factories on the 
Hudson's Bay and its tributary rivers. Soon after the grant, the company took 
possession of .he territory, and enjoyed its trade without opposition till 1787; when 
was or!J8nized a powerful rival under the title of the" North American Fur Com­
pany of Canada." This company was clliefly composed of Canadian·born subjects 
-men whose native energy and thorough acquaintance with the Indian character, 
peculiarly qualified them for the dangers and bardships of a fllr trader's life in the 
frozen regions of British Ameriea. Accordingly we soon find the Northwest out­
reachin~ in enterprize and commercial importance their less active neighhors of 
Hudson's Bay; and the jealousies naturally arising between parties so situated, 
leading to the most barbarous battles, and the sacking and burning each other's posts. 
This state of things ill 1819 arrested t'be attention of parliament, and an act was 
passed in 1821 consolidating the two companies into one, under the title of "The 
Hudlon's'Bay Company." 

.. This associatIOn is now, under the operation of their charter, in sole possession 
of all that tract of country bounded north by the northern Arctic Ocean; east by the 
Davis' Straits and the Atlantic Ocean; south and southwestwardly I y the northern 
boundary of the Canadas and a line drawn through the centre of Lake Superior; 
thence northwestwardly to the Lake of the Wood; thence west on the 49th parallel 
of north latitude to the Rocky MountaiDl, and along those monntains to the 54th 
parallel; thence westwardly on that line to a point nine marine leagues from the 
Pacific Ocean; and on the west by a line commencing at the last rne.tioned point, 
amI running northwardly parallel to the Pacific coast till it intersects the 141st 
parallel of longitude west from Greenwicb, Eng., and thence due north to the 
Arctic Sea. . 

.. They have also leased fo~ twenty yean, commencing in March, 1840, all of 
RUBsian America except the post of Sitka; the lease renewable at the pleasure of 
the H. B. C. They are also in possession of Ore go II under treaty stipulation between 
Britain and the Cnited States. Its stockholders are British capitalists, resident in 
Great Britain. From these are elected a board of manal!ers, who hold their meet­
ings aDd transact their business at .. The Hudson's Bay House," in London. This 
board buys goods and ship them to their territory, sell the furl for which they are 
exchanged, and do all other business connected with the company's tlansactions, 
except the execution of their own orders, the actual business of collecting furs, in 
their territory. This duty is entrusted to a class of men who are called partners, 
but who, in fact, receive certain portions of the annual Ret profits of the company'll 
businees, as a compensation for their services .. 

"TheBe gentlemen are divided by their employers into different grades. The first 
of these is the Governor-general of all the company's postll in North America. He 
resides at York Factory, on the west shore of Hudson's Bay. The second ClUB are 
chief factors j .the thild, chief trader. j the fourth, trader.. Below these is ano~her 
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class, called clerkl. Thess are. usually y~ung8l. member~ of respectable S~otti.h 
families. They are not directl>: Interested. ID the company 6 profits. ~In receive an 
annual salary of £100, food, SUitable clothmg, and a body servant, dunn.g .an appren­
ticeship of seven years. At the expiration of this term they ar.e eligible to the 
trader.hips, faclerships, &c., that may be vacated by death or retllPment from the 
service. While waiting for advancement ~hey are a110.wed f~0'!l £80. to £120 ,per 
annum. The servants employed about their posts and ID ~helr Journeymgs are half­
breed Iroquois and Canadian Frenchmen. These they enilst for liTe years, at wages 
varying from 568 to $80 per annum. . . 

,. An annllal Council composed of the Governor General, chief factors and chIef 
traders, is held at York Factory. Before this body are brought the rep.orts of the 
trade of each district; propositions for new ent£'rprises, and modifications of old 
ones; and all these and other matters !leemed important. being acted upon, the pro" 
ceedings had thereo.n and the reports from the s~veral districts !lre forwarded to the 
Board of Directors ID London, and subjected to Its final order. 

"This shrewd company never allow their territory to be overtrapped. If the 
annual return from any well trapped district be Icss in any year than for.merly,. they 
order a less number still to be taken, until the heaver and 'other fllr bearmg animal. 
have time to increase. The illcome of the company is Ihos rendered uniform, and 
their business perpetllal. 

" Some idea may be formed of the net profit of their business, from the facts that 
the shares of the company'd stock, which originally cost £100, are at 100 per cent, 
premium, and that the dividends range from tlln per, ce'!t, Ilpward, and this too 
while they are creating out of the net proceeds an Immense reserve fund, to be 
expendec! in keeping otller persons out of the trade, 

,. They also have two migratory trading and trapping establishments of fifty or 
sixty men each,-The olle traps and trades in Upper California; the other in the 
country lying west, sOllth, and east of Fort Hall. They also have a steam vessel 
heavily armed, which runs along the coast, Rnd among its bays and inlets, for the 
twofold porpoRe of trading with tbe natives in places where they have no post, and 
of outbiddir,g and outselling any Americsn vessel that attempts to tradl< in those 8oas. 
They likewise have five s'iiling vessels, measuring from 100 to 500 tons burthen 
and armed with cannon, muskets, cutlasses, &c. These are employed a part of the 
vear in various kinds of trade about the coast and the islands of the North Pacific, 
and the remainder of the time in hringing goods from London, and bearing back the 
furs for which they are exchanged, 

One of these ships arrives at Fort Vancouver in the spring of each year, laden 
with coarse woolens, cloths, baizes, and blankets; hardware lind cutlery; cotton 
cloths, calicoes, and cotton handkerchiefs; tea, sugar, coffee, and cocoa; rir-e, tobac­
co, soap, beads, guns, powder, lead, rum, wine, brandy, gin, and playing cards; boots, 
shoes, and ready-made clothing, &c.; also, every description of sea stores, canvas, 
cordage, paints, oils, chains "nel chain cables, anchors, &C, Having discharged these 
" supplies,". it takes a, cargo of lumber to the Sandwich Islarids, or of flour and goods 
to the Ru~slans at Sitka or Kamskatka; returns in August i receil'es the furs col­
lected at Fort Vancouver, and sails again for England, 

.. The value ~f peltric! annually collected in Oregon, by the Hudson Bay Com­
pany,ls about :::<140,000 In the. Loudon or New-York market, The prime cost of 
the goods exchanged for them IS abollt 8~O,OOO, To this mOlt be added the per 
centage of the officers as governors, factors, &c. the wages and food of about "'00 
men, the expense of shipping to bring supplies of goods and take back the returnll 
of fur~, and two years' interest on the investmerots. The company made arrange­
ments in 1839 with the ,Russians at Sitka and at other ports. about the sea of Kaml­
katka, to supply them WIth ,flour and goods at fixed prices, And as they are opening 
large farms on the Cowehtz, Ihe Umpqua, and In other parts of the Territory for 
the production of wheat for that market; and as they can afford to sell goods ~ur­
chased In Eng!and under a COli tract of 50 ypars' "tanding. 20 or 30 per cent. cheaper 
than American mercbants can, there seems a certainty that the Hudson's Bay Com­
pany WIll engross the ,enure trade of the North Pacific, as it bas that of Oregon. 

" "Soon after the UnIon of the Nor,thwest ~nd. H,ud.soft's Bay Compa.ies, the Brit 
Ish ParlIament pass~d an act extendmg the IUrIsdlctlon of the Cllnadian COllrt. oyer 
the U!lrIlOrle," occ~pled by thel.e fur traders, whether it were" owned" or "claimed 
by. Grest, B~talJl, Under tbls act, certain gentlemen of tbe fur company were ap­
pomted JUBtlces of the peare, and empowered to enterlam I!rolecutions for minor 
offencel, arrest and sen~ to .CaDa~a cr.iminallof a higher order, and try, render judg_ 
ment, and grant neCOIiOD In clYil IIUlts where the lImount in iSlue ,hould nol ex-
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(:ecu £200; and in case of non-payment, to imprison the debtor at their own (ortl, 
or in the jails of Canada. . . ... . .. . 
\ "And thus is IIhown that the trade, and the cIvil aud cflmlnal jlUlsdlCLlOn In 

Oregon are held ~y British subjects; ~hat American citizens are deprived ?f their 
own commercial fights; that they are hable to be arrested on thHtr pwn territory by 
officers of British courts, tried in the American domain by British judges, and im­
prisoned or hung according to the laws of the British empire, for acti done within 
the territorial limits of the Republic. " 

'Ve have here an example of the very liberal construction the 
British go,"ernment have put upon the common right to "navi­
gate the bays, creeks and harbors of the coast. In defiance of a 
treaty expressly denying the arrogation of any right of sovereignty on 
the part of either of the high contracting parties over the other, 
it has seized upon the chief prerogatives, nay, the very essence 
of sovereiunty itself, by the establishment· of courts of judicature 
throughout the territory, and by the positive enforcement of its laws 
on all within it. . 

That this course justifies any extremity of counter action on our 
part, in the shape of immediate occupation, or otherwise, is plain to 
the judgment of any unbiassed mind. Imfeed, when we consider 
the inimical influences that have been unfairly brought to bear upon 
the interests of our citizens-withering their enterprise and para­
lyzing their energies-we can hardly restrain from advocating retalia­
tory proceedings to fulfil the measure of redress.-

Having traced, in regular detail, the progress of every important 
event connected with the discovery and settlement of the N orth West 
coast and the territory of Oregon, we may now take a brief and com­
prehensive view of the whole subject, for the purpose of measuring 
at a glance the aspect and merits of the entire question. 

We find, then, that a piece of territory, comprising four hundred 
thousand square miles, and lying on the North West coast between 
parallels 42° and 54° 40' north, is claimed by Great Britain and the 
United states respectively. 

We find that the English Government advance international law 
in support of their claims, and base their pretensions upon the prin­
ciples which confer title by discovery, and which bestow the posses­
sion and sovereignty of the whole region drained by a river and its 
tributaries, upon the discoverer of its mouth; and we find that they 
have nothing better to offer than the voyages of Drake and Cook to 
entitle them to the benefits of the first, and that they seek to secure 
the latter by the exploits of Meares and VallcOIwer! 

The United States accept these propositions, rebutting all the 
flimsy pretensions by which they are Rought to be sustained on the 
other side, by the Spanish title; and confirming its own, independent 
of both, on the exclusive merits of having first discovered, first ex­
plored, and first settled the territory in question. The conclusions 
are established in the order following. 

First-vYe find that Spain, whose claims are ours by, purchase, 

* We have-learned by recent information from Oregon, tbat tbe American set­
tlers beyond the Rocky mountains bave resisted tbe exercise of British authority, 
and formed a local legislature of their own. If our cilizens sbould be able to 
sustain their new position, it does not alter the nature of tbe above aggression. The 
eppres80r is nor e the less deserYing of condemnlltion brcause he iii obliged to re-
linquish the victims of hlswroDg. . 
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had explored the coast as high as latitude 43° north, ~early forty 
years previous to thl~ arrival of Drake at the same pomt, and yve 
find in a st'ries of national expeditions she stret~hed that expl~ratlon 
to the 58th degree in 1775, three years prevIOus to the arrival. of 
Captain Cook, on whose assume~ discovery of Nootka, the EngllBh 
l)lace their heaviest degree of rehance. 

Second-We find that the impudent claim for Meares (!) of the 
discovery of the Columbia, b~cause . he looked for an.d c?uld not fin~ 
it is subverted by the Sup,;flor claim of Heceta, (If either exploit 
fdrnishes a c\ailll i who sailed through its bay three years hefore, as­
serted its existen~e, assigned its precise latitude, and laid it down 
upon the Spanish charts. 

Third-We find that 'Captain Robert Gray, of Boston, in the 
course of the years 1790 and 1791, discovered sounds, inlets, and 
channels; entered rivers and circumnavigated islands along the whole 
line of the coast j that in 17~1"l, he next cliscovered the mouth of the 
Columbia, and navigated it to the distance of o~er twenty miles in­
land, before any other white man had ever seen It; and sorry are we 
to say, we also find that a mean and dis~onorable .attempt was ~~de 
to rob him of the honor due to the danng explOit, by two British 
officers, who, though tlwy sailed thither, months afterwards, with his 
charts for their guides, sought by a disgraceful quibble to appropriate 
his credit to themselves. 

FOllrlh-W e find that during the years 1796 and 1814, the trade 
and commerce of the north Pacific was carried on exclusively by our 
citizens, and that they rendered the geography of that region almost 
perfect by the numerous discoveries they made in ranging up and 
down its north west shores. 

Fiflh-We find that the British reliance on the pretended conces­
sions of the Spanish treaty of 1790, is forced and fallacious, for the 
war of 1796 aonuJlp.d its imperfect stipulations, and their clinging to 
it has no other etr.'d than to substantiate the value of our purchase . 

. "'ixth-\re find that ha\'ing triumphantly rebutted the English 
claims on the score of disCOI·tr!}, we heat them likewise on the points 
of exploration and settlt:ment, for in 1805-6, a scientific commission 
appointed by our government, thoroughly explored the Oregon terri­
t,,!"." from the sources of the Columbia to the sea, and were in full 
possl'ssiol) of it by settlement six months, or a year, before a British 
establishment was made, even as low as 55° north. 

_'-nd thus, to conclude, we find that every condition imposed by 
justiCE" every formality required b~ international law, has been per­
tonned by us to consummate our fight to Oregon; and while all our 
dealiwts in reference to the subject have been straightforward, and in 
!Tood faith, we have been met with nothino- on the part of Eno-land 
- 0 b , 

but arrogant assumption, 10:-" finesse, and vulgar cheatery. No ~rong 
has been too bold for theIr attempt, no resource too mean for their 
adoption, and the contempt tha.t is in one moment excited by the 
unworthy.fetch of a pretended dl.scoverer, or the miserable subterfuge 
o.f a conspIracy of geographers, gives place in the next to the indi~ ... 
tlon ar?used at the unparalleled arrogation of a foreio-n corpor~t~ 
sovereignty over the free citizens of our RepUblic. I:> 

If we have .submitted to this long enough, it is surely' 
to say so. Right knows of no degrees; Justice ackno\,. 
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relationship with policy; and we should reject the proffer of a com­
promise as unworthy of ~he dignity of our claims. The acceptance 
Qf a composition,is at best but a submission to a portion of wrong, 
'and the nation w'hich takes but a share of its due, when it is strong 
-enougb to enforce the whole,.is dishonored both in the eyes of its own. 
People and of the world. Let us therefore settle this question as 
becomes us, and no longer stand in the humiliating position of negotia­
linO' with Great Britain, whether we shan have our own or no! We 
shguld be baffled no longer with the absurd pretensions of the Drakes, 
,the Cooks, th, V ancouvers~ and the M.eares, those diplomatic John 
Does and Richard Roes, who are only ,introduced. to confuse the 
~uestion, and to mislead its issues. We should disdain all comprom­
ises, and refuse all proposals ef arBitrament. M(jDarchs are'Jlo judges 
for Republics. We should, in brief, reject the entertainment. of 
o.ny consideration short ·of the full, and unconditional RESUMPTION 

OF ALL OREGON, whenever such.a policy.shall be {}eemed by us to be 
necessary . 

GEOGRAPHICAL AND GENERAL VIEW OF OREGON. 

11'8 ISLI.NDS. 

- HA. VING satisfactorily established our title to Oregon, our next iflquiry becomes, 
wbat it is, and how we may most readily and cempletely avail our~elves of its ad­
"Vantages. We have alrearly shown in the foregoing pages, that Oregon is a vast 
country lying on the Pacifc ocean, ,stretching along the coast throllgh twelve de­
grees and forty minutes of latitude, extending its eastern limits into the body or 
the Rocky lD1)untains, and embracing within those boundaries nn area of raur hun­
dred t~ou83nd square miles. Attached to this immense territory, and extending 
along the whole line of its COBst from the Strait of Fuca to itll northern limit, and 
even beyond that to the Arctic sea, is a continuous chain of islands, known by the 
general name of the NORTH WICST ARCHIPELAGO, which in themseves can scarcely 
be regarded as less than a feature :of secondary importance. The largest are alt 
traversed by mountain ridges, in the direction of their greatest length, and the whole 
archipelago may be considered as a portion of the westermost chain of mountains, 
broken off (rom 18e main land at the Strait of Fuca, and running thro~gh the sea, 
connecting those of Orego~ on the soulh, with the range on tbe nortb, of which 
Mounts Fairweather and St. Elias are the most prominent peaks. 

The first and chief of these islands is QUADRA liND VANCOUVER',. This extends 
along the coast from 48'1 50', in a northerly direction, for the space of one hundr. 
and sixty miles, and forms, by its parallel course with the coast, (from which it is 
distant. about twenty miles,) the celebrated arm of the sea called the Strait of Fuca. 
Its average width is about forty-five miles, and it contains a surface of about 15,000 
equare miles. The climate of tbis island is mild and salubrious, and large portions 
of ilslloil are arable aud capable of advantageous cultivation. It has an abundance of 
fine harbors, which afford accommodations for vessels of any size. The chief of 
these, ill Nootka Sound, the Port Lorenzo of the Spaniards, n spacious ancl s'ecure 
bay, running deep into the land, under parallels 49° 3(,', and containing within itself 
many other harbors, affording most excellent anchorage. 

A few miles south of Nootka. we come to another large bay, caIled Clyoquot, in 
which we have seen that Captain Kendrick preferred to remain during the winter of 

3 I 
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178!l,..to Bny other harbor on the coast. There is ~noaher, still tu.rther lo~th 
Damed Nittinat, which lies at the entrance of the Strait of Fuca, and IS filled wuh 
all archipelsgo of little islands. The coasts of thil is\a~d,. and indeed, thfl. COBsts 
of those above, nbolAnd with fine fish of various descriptIOns, among which the 
salmon predominate. In consequence of their fisheries, the ialands are more nu­
merously populated by the natives than the territory of the main land. 

The next island of significance, is Washington, or Queen Charlotte's. It. re­
ceived the former title from Captain Gray, who circumnavigated it for the first t~me 
in the summer of 1789. It is triangular in its form, is one hundred and fifty miles 
in length, and contains four thousand square miles. After G.ray's visit, .it became 
the favorite resort of the American traders of the north Pacific. Its chmate and 
soil are represented by Captain Ingraham as being extremely well adapted fo~ agr~­
cultural purposes, particularly those portions in the vicinity of a fine harbor In lati­
tude 53° 3' on its eastern coast, and at Port Estrada, or Hancock's river, on the 
north side. 

The islands of the next importance below the southern cape of Prince-of-Wales' 
bland, (which is the point of ollr northern boundary line,) are Pitt's, Burke'S, 
Dllndas' and the Princess Royal groups. Most of these lie between Washington 
Island and the shore, and fOlm a numerous archipelago, which renders the interven­
ing navigation .extremely tortuous and difficult. Between Washington and Valf. 
couver's Island, are a continuous line of others, of considerable size, lying closer to 
the land, and following with their eastern outlinea almost every sinuosity of the 
continrntal shore. These latter groups are for the most part uninhabited, and are 
composed of granite and pudding stone, which lIppear to be the prevailing rock 
north of latitude forty-nine. They are generally destitute of' fresh water, and 
having but few anchorages, the strong, intervening currents render navigation 
perplexed and dangerous. They are only resorted to by tbe natives in tl" ~priDg 
and in the fall on account of their fisheries. 

THE COAST AND ITS HARBORS. 

The coast of Oregon from the forty. second parallel to the mouth of the Colum­
bia, pursues a northwardly course, and from that point, trends with a sligbt and 
gradual westerly inclination to the Strait of Fuca. Its profile consists of a bold, 
bigh, wall· like shore of rock, only occasionally broken into gap. or depressiona, 
where the rivers of the territory find their way into the sca. The first of these 
openings above tbe Houthern boundary tne, is tbe mouth o( the Klamet. This is a 
stream of considerable size, issuing from the land in 420 40', and extendillg into it 
to a distance of 150 miles. It has two large tributaries,' called by the unromantic 
titles of Shasty and Nasty rivera, an error of taste, which it is to be hoped the (u­
ture "Alleghanians" who inhabit their fertile valleys, will correct and reform. The 
bay of the Klamet is admissible only for vessels of very light draught; its whole 
nlley is extremely fertile, and the country adjacent to the stream abounds with a 
myrtaceous tree, which, at the slightest agitation of the air, diffuses a fragrance tbat 
I~nds to. it anothe~ fe~ture o! an ,eartllly paradise. Between this and the Umpqua, 
river, dlsembollumg In 33 30, are two other small streams, neither of which, 
however, afford a harbor available for commercial purposes. 

The UmP'lua river is a considerable stream, entering the land to the di&tance o( II 
hund~ed ~iles. It has a tolerable harbor, Ilavigable, however, only for veSlel. 
dra~lDg eight feet of water~ and its stream~ thirty miles from the sea, is broken by 
rapids and. falls. Its valley IS blessed with Its portion of the general fertility of th. 
I~wer region o~ Oregon, and consists of alternate groves of stupendous timber and 
r~ch arable. plaIDS. The Hudson's Bay Company have a fort at the mouth of the 
nver, ~e lite ~fwllicb i. the lCene of a flourishing settlement. Fin lesser streams 
find thell way IDto tbe lea, at interval" from tbis poiDt to the mouth of the Colum-
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.,ia, and contribute ibeir aid in fertilizing the extensive region lying between the 
'Coast and the parallel barrier running at the distance of IL f1undred or a bundred and 
fifty miles, known as the President's range of mountains. 

The meuth of the Columbia is found at 46° 16', but is only distinguishable frelll 
the sea, by a slight and gradual inner 'curve in the shore. Like all the harbors 
fermed by the rivers on the sell coast, it is obstructed with extensive sand bars, 
formed by the deposits of the river on its meeting with the ocean, and, according to 
Lieutenant Wilkes, .. its entrance, which bas Irom four lind a half to eight fathoms 0( 

water, is impractioable for two-thirds of the year, and the diffu:ulty of leaving it is 
equally great." It is thought by some, that these obstacles may be removed in time 
by artificial means, but it is lin extremely doubtful qtlestian whether it 'Can llt'er be 
made an available 'harbor for vessels of IIny draught. 

Passing Cape Disappointment, the northern headland 'df the river's mouth, We sait 
forty miles further north, where we find a secure nnchorage in Gray's bay, for vessels 
-drawing ten feet 1)f water; but this harbor is considered of little importance Oli 

·account of the extensive sand fiats, whic h usurp the greatest porlion of its entire 
surface. From Gray's bay, to Cape Flattery, the southern poin't'Of the strait of 
Fuca, but two streams, and those of but trifling significance, break the overhanling 
barrier -of the coast. 

We have now traversed the whole coast of Oregon lying immediately on the 
Paciic, and in its course ·of five hundred miles, find but two places of refuge for 
vessels, (Gray's bay, and the mouth of the Columbia) and even these are of but 
trifling importance in a -commercial point of view. Indeed, all geographical autho­
rities agree, that none 'of the ,harbors '011 this portion of the coast, can be deemed 
'lIafe ports to enter. 

The next branch of the coast demanding our attention, is that which lies along 
the strait of Fuca. This immense arm of the sea 'Cuts oft'the northward line of the 
eoast at Cape Flattery, in latitude 48° 23', and nms apparently into the land in a 
south-easterly directien for about a hundred and twenty miles. It then turns north­
west by west, and following that direction for three hundred miles more, joins the 
'lIea again at Pintard's sound. The southern portion of this strait varies from fifteen 

. to thirty miles in width, aRd the ceast of Oregon along its course, is an exception 
ill its maritime advantages, to the portion immediately on the sea. It abounds with 
fine inland aau,nds, oft'ering a secure anchorage to vessels of the heaviell draught, 
and there are no portiona of the interior na\'igation, which conceals a hidden danger. 
'The straits can be entered in any wind, and the great rise and fall of the tides oft'er 
facilities for building maritime establishments unsurpassed in any portion of the 
world. Here, whatever direction emigration mlly for the present take, the commer­
clial operations of the territory will eventually centre, and the din of our naval 
arlenals will proclaim to the world the fulfilment of the prediction that 

" The course of empire hili westward found its way." 

The most important branch of this strait is a spacious arm descending from its 
eastern extremity in a southerly direction, into the land to the distance of one hun-· 
dred miles. It is called Admiralty Inlet, and tile lowermost portion of it is known as 
Paget's sound; This inlet, like the other .outhem portions of the strait, is filled 
with splendid harbors, the southernlIl9st of which, has the peculiar adnntage of being 
within "ut little more than tLree hundred miles of the navigable waters of the Mis­
souri. Great quantities of bituminous coal have been found in its vicinity, and there 
are other peculiar advantages attached to the station, which muat eventually make 
it a point of the first importanee. These circumstances have not escaped the 
watchful eyes of the Hudson's Bay Company, and they have already established a 
fort and a settlement there by way of securing possession of the point. * At the south-

• The conaideration oCthe maritime advantages of the southern coast of the Strait of Fuca and 
Puget's Sound, luggests a pretty forcible view of the remarkable liberality of Great Britain'll 
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east end of Vancouver"s island, there is a small archipelago of illanda, which, tOOugb 
well wooded, are generally destitute of(resh.water. They are, consequently, for the 
most part uninhabited. Tbe coast of the maIO I~nd along the north w~stern cou~8e o£ 
the strait, is cut up and penetrated by numerous mlets, called from theIr perpendIcular 
aides and deep water, canals. They afford DO good harbors, and offer bUL. few 
inducements to frequent them. One large river empties into the strait about latltudo 
490, which pursues a northerly direction (or several' hundred miles. It is called 
the Tacoutche, or Fraser's river; and has a trading post named Fort Langleyy 

, situated near its mouth. Tho other portion of the coast to the north is much or 
the same character as that south of thiS river, on the strait. It is cut up by inlet., 
and the numerous islands Ylhich line it, and the heavy fogs that are frequent in the 
region, render it at alt times difficult 10 approacli or to navigate. 

THE NATURAL DIVISIONS OF OREGON. 

THE THREE REGIONl!. 

Oregon is divided into three distinct regions, by three separate mountain ranges. 
with an additional inferior chain, binding the extreme outline of the Pacific coast. 

Overlooking the rim upon the ocean edr, the first chain we come to, is the 
Cascade MOllntains, or as they are sometimes caUed, the President's Range. They 
.tart below the forty.second parallel, and run, on a line with the coast at a distance 
varying from 1'00 to 150 miles throughout the whole length of the territory; rising 
i .. many places to a height from lZ,OOO to 15,000 feet above the level of the sea in 
IBparate cones. Their succession is so continuous, as to almost interrupt the com­
munication between the sections, except where the two great rivers, the' Columbia 
and Fraser's, force a passage throllgh; an achievement which they only accomplillh: 
by being torn into foam, plunged down precipioes, or compressed into deep, and' 
dismal gorges. This chain· of mountains have obtained the title of the President'S' 
!ange, :n consequence of their Rlost elevated peaka having been named after the 
chief magistrates of the United States, by a pauiotic American traveller. 

The stupendous line runs ftom Mount Jackson· to Mount Tyler, and, there is yet 
room among their gigantic cousins, for several succeeding dignitaries. The idea 
which suggested their adeptation to our natural history was a happy one. Perpetual 
mementoes in the archives of our nation, they form no perishable notes of heraldry. 
for the contempt of a succeeding age, but basing their stupendous data upon the 
eternal earth, pierce with their awful grandeur the region of the clouds, to tran­
scribe their records on the face of heaven. The first of them, Mount Jackson. 
commences the list, in 41 0 10'; Jefferson Btands in .1" 30'; John Quincy Adams 
in 42° 10'; Madison in 43°; Monroe in 43P 10'; Adams in 45"; WashiDglOII 
(the Mount St. Helens of the English) in 46°; Van Buren, nortA·west of PUiet' • 
• ound, in 48°; Harrison, east of the same, in 471, and Tyler in 49°. Of fhele 
Mount Jackson is the largest, and is said to rise above the level of the sea near twent; 
tho~s~nd feet. Wasbi?gton, which is next in Bize, is estimated at 17,000 to 18,000. 

, This IS the most beanuful of all. It ascends in a perfect cone and two· thirds of its. 
height is covered with perpetual snow.. ' 

The region of country lying between tbis range or mountains and the sea ia 
Inlown as the first or lOlDer region of Oregon. ' 

The Blue mountains form t~e next division. They COmmence nearly in the centre 
of Oregon, on patal1el of longttude 43° west (rom Washington, and in 460 of latitude. 

oII'er DC the Columbia at the lille DC compromile. This while't t h • 
harbor, does 1I0t leave UI olle. ' I secures 0 eJr every naVigable 

fe:~m~\'!::c:rth«::e:ow Cor thele m01l'lltainl is, accordiq to Lieutel18llt Wilkes, 6,1iOO 
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They run southwesterly from this point for 200 miles in an irregular manner, occa­
iionally interrupted, and shooting off in spurs to the south and west. 

The region between this ridge and the President's range, is called the second or 
middle region. 

Beyond the Blue mountains and lying between them and the Rocky mountains, 
is the high country, or third region fJj Oregon. 

The general course of the Rocky mountains is from south to south east. They 
run soulh from 540 46', parallel to the coast (at a distance 1)f .500 miles) for three hun­
dred miles, and, gradually extend their distance from the sea by a continuous south 
easterly course to over seven hunmed at the 40th degree. In these mountains, and 
dieir offsets, rise theJlrillcipal rivers which find their way into .the Pacific to the west. 
and the Gulf of Mexico on the east. Near the forty.second parallel is a remarkable 
depression in the chain, called "the .Southern Pass" which experience haspro'Ved, 
affords a short and easy rou te for carriages from our slates, into the territory ot' 
Oregon. Above the 48th parallel,. again, .other passes are formed by the course m 
the rivers, from either side, which find their way in some places between the moun­
tains. There are other ridges intersecting the face of this vast country, but they 
are principally offsets or spurs of the three main chains already Geecribed. The 
principal of thesll, is the wind river cluster, on the east of the Rocky mountains., 
from which Bow mal1f of the head waters of the Missouri and the Yellow Stone 
lIvers. 

CLIXATE A'ND CHA'RACTERISTICS OF THE TIlREF. REGIONS. 

The third region or high country, is a rocky, barren, broken country, traversed ill 
all directions by stupendous mountain spurs, on the peaks of which, snow lies nearly 
all the year. It is from two to three thousand feet abov3 the level of the sea, and 
in consequence, the rivers flowing through it, westward to ,the Columbia, are broken 
at frequent intervals by ~he rugged descent, and rendered unnavigable almost 
throughout the who~e of their course. There are but few arable spots in this whole 
~ection of territory, its level plains, except narrow strips in the immediate vicinity 
of the rivers, being coTered with .gand or gravel, and being also generally voicanic in 
their character. The -distinguishing features of the territory are its exheme dry­
ness, and the difference of its temperature between the. day and the night. It sel­
dom rains except during a few days in the spring, and no moisture is deposited in 
dews. In addition to these discouraging features, the climate, from its enclosure 
between these snowy barriers, is extremely variable, a difference of fifty and sixty 
degrees taking place 'between sunrise and mid·day. 'The son is moreover much 
impregnated with salts, springs of which abound in many places. ,It will be seen 
by reference to the journal which forms the 1atter portion of rhis work, that some of 
these possess highly medicinal qualities, and from the beauty df their situation, wtn 
doubtless become, before time is done, the resort of the 'fashionable population of 
Western America. 

Notwithstanding all these unfavorable qua>lities, there lITemany small prairie. 
within its mountaills, which, from their production of a nutritious bunch grass, are 
well adapted [or grazing purposes, and in despite of its changeable climate, stock is 
round to thrive well, and "to endure the severity of the winter without protection. 

The second or Middle Region of Gregon, between the Blue and tile President Ran­
ges, is less elevated than the tltird, and consequently all the stern extremities of the 
IRtter's climate and soil, are propO'itionately modified .. Its mean height is about 0. 

thousand feet above the level of the sea, and much ot its surface is a rolling prairie 
oountry, with the exception of the portion above -latitude 480 , which is very much 
broken by ril·ers and tral·erse mountain 1:hains. It is 'consequently adapted only in 
sections to farming pl1rposes. PlerKyof game, hew-ever, is found in the forests of 
4be.country, .to compensate for .its unfitness fOl agriculture. lJelow this parallel, and 
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in the middle of the section, are extensive plains, admirably adapted'to stock raising .. 
from the perpetual verdure always overspreading them, and fro~' 'he salubrioUB cli­
mate that prevails throughout their neighborhood. Cattle thTive even better bere 
than in the low country. anct there is no necessity for housing them at any time; 
neither need provender be laid inl the natural hay found- always in abundance on \he 
prairies, bei,ng' preferred< by tbemo t~ the fresh grass upon the bottoms. It is in thia 
region the Indians raise their immense herds of borees, and here, whenever tbe 
territory snall be numerously sett~ed, may be bred clouds of borsemen, who would 
Rot be exceeded by any light cavalry in the world. 

The southern portion of this region liS- it advances to. the bounda1'1line .. becomea 
tess favorable to the purposes of man, and loses its fertility by rolling into'swelling 
sand hills, producing nothing but the wild wormwood, mind wit.h prickly pear" 
and a spa,se sprinkling of shOllt ),unch grass. 

The first or lowe,. Regi(YfIJof Oregon is that which li29 along the C!)ut and extends­
westward to the line of the President's range of moontains. The portion of this. 
lying north of the CoIumllia and between it and the Straits of Fucaris a beavily tim­
"ered country clWered with forests of trees, of elltraordinary size. It has, however, 
its spaces of prairie on which good pasturage is found, and it halt-also some fine 
arable land. This section is watered bv four rivers-, of which the Cbickelis, disem­
bogueing into the Columbia, and tbe Cowelitz, emptying into too sea at Gray's­
harbor, are ,he most important. The forests of this portion of the tower region are 
its great filature. They consist of pines, firs, spruce, led and white oak, ash, arbu­
tus, arbor vit:e, cedar, poplar. maple, willow, eherry and yew, with so close anw 
matted an undergrowth of ha~l, and other brambles, as- to render them almost im­
penetrable to the foot of man-. Most of the trees are of an enormous bulk, and they 
lire studded so ~hick, that they rise before the beholder like a stupendous and im­
pregnable solidity, which declares futile all ordinary attempts to penetrate it. This­
utonishing elluberanee is net eonfioned alone .to the timber of the section nortb ot 
the Columb'ia, for we have an account of a fir growini at Astori~eight miles from 
the ocean, on the somhern benk of the Columbia, whieh measured forty. six feet in 
eircumferenee at ten feet from. the ground, ascended one hundred and fifty-three­
feet before giving off a braneh, and was three hundredl feet in its whole beight. 
Another tree of 'he eame species, is- said to be standing on the T8illpqua, 'he trunk. 
of which ie fifty-seven feet in circumference, and two bond red and sillteen feet in­
length belew its branches. Ptime sound, pines, from two hundrea, to two hundred 
and eighty feet in height, and from twenty to-f.ely in circumference, are by no means. 
uncommon. The value of this spontaneous wealth has already bee. appreciated by 
the acute company who reign eommercially predominant in this region, for alrealiy 
their untiring saw mills, plied by gangs of Saztdwich llslnnders aDf1. servile Iroquois, 
eut daily at Fort Vancouver alone~ tnousands of feet oj: plank, whieh, are troospooecl 
Jegularly w the markets ofthe Pacific Islands. 

But to·retum to that section or the l()Wer region lyiRg between the Colun.bia and. 
the Straits of Fuca. The banks of the C()Welit1 are generally hare of timber, bUll 
the soil ill tilei, immediate vieinity is for the most part poor. The Hudson's BBy 
Company, however, have a fine farm of 600 acres- in ils western valley, whieh II) 
)841 produced 'fOOl) bushels of wheat. The average produce is twenty busbels to­
the a~re. They have also a saw and grist mill now in operation there, both. 
ef whleh find a market fer their preclucts HI the Sandwich and alher islands of 
Polynesia. Live Btock .d,D not succeed well on these farms, and thl8 ill owing to­
the absence of low prame groonds near tile river, and also. to the elltensiv&' 
depreda~ion8 of the wolves. The hilly portion of the country immediately around~ 
though Its SOil i,s ~ery good, is too heavily timbered to be available for agfioultural 
purposes, and thl8 18 also the case with many portions of the levelland. 'J.?here are, 
however, large tracts of fine llrail:ie at inlervals. belween, 8uit.aGle for culti'la'ion. 
and ready for lhe pleugb. 
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Proceeding nortbward, we came to Fort Nasqually, a fine harbor at the SQuthllm 
point of Puget's Sound. Here the Hudson's Bay Company have another fine 
settlement, and raise wheat, (15 bushels to the acre,) oats, peas, potatoes, and make 
butter for the Rut!lsian settlements. On the islands of the sI>und and on the upper 
sections of Admiralty Inlet, the Indians cultivate potatoes in great abundance. 
These vegetables are extremely fine, and constitute a large portion of their food. 

Having disposed of this section, we come now to that portion of the lowl'r region 
lying south of the Columbia, between the President's range and the coast. This 
by universal agreement is admitted to be the finest portion of all Oregon. It 
is entered by the Wallamette river, about fivo miles below Vancouver, which stream 
extends into its bosom over two hundred miles. This river is navigable for 
steamboats and vessels of light draught for nearly forty miles, when you come to a 
falls-the invariable feature of the rivers of this territory. Above the falls are 
the principal settlements of Oregon. Here the American adventurers have princi­
pally established toomselves, and by the contributions of the emigrations from the 
States their number is rapidly increasing. As these settlements are described with 
some particularity in the journal which concludes this work, we will omit a particular 
account of them in this place. 

The fertile portion of the valley of the Wi\lamette is about two hundred and fifty 
miles long, and averages about seventy in width, making in all a sllrface of more thaa 
17,000 square miles of rich arable land. The soil is an unctuous, heavy, black loam, 
which yields to the producer a ready and profuse return for the slightest outlay of his 
labor. The climate is mild throughout the year, but the summer is warm and very 
dry. From April to October, while tBe sea breezes prevail, rain seldom falls in any 
part of Oregon. During the other mentRa, and while the south winds blow, the 
the rains are frequent, and at times aBundant. 

In the valleys of the low country, SIIOW is seldom seen, and the ground is so rarely 
(rozen, that ploughing may generally be carried on the whole winter. In Ul3,l, the 
Columbia was frozen over for thirteen days, but this was principally- attributable to the 
accllmulation of ice from ahave. "This country," says Wyeth, "is well calculated 
{or wheat, barley, oats, rye, peas, apples, potatoes and all the vegetables cultivated 
in the northern part of the Ullion. Indian <:wn does not succeed well, and is an 
onproitable crop." 

The following letter, recently received frolll Oregon, and giving an account of last 
year's crop, will serve to show the w01l4erful productiveness of this delightful 
I"egion: it 

"The harvest is,just at hand, and such erops of wheat, bllrley, oats, peas and 
potatoes, are seldom, if ever to be seen in the States, that of wheat in particular-the 
stalks being in many instanceli/ as high as my head, the grains generally much largel" 
-I would not much exaggera\e to say they are as large again as those grown east 
of the mountains. The soil is good, and the climate most superior, being mild the 
,.ear round, and very healthy, more so than any country I have lived in the same 
length of time. Produce bears an excellent price-pork, 10 cents; beef, 6 cents; 
potatoeR, !iO cents; wheat, S 1 per bushel. These articles are purchased at the 
above prices with great avidity ~y the mercbaDts for shipment generally to the Sand­
wich Island" and Russian settlements on this continent, and are paid for mostly in 
stores and Ilroceries, the latter or which is the product of these islands, particularly 
sugar and coffee, of which abundant supplies are furnished. '\\-'ages for laborer~ 
are high--common hands are getting from one to two dollars per day, and mechanic. 
from two to four dollars per day. It is with difficulty men can be procured at these 
priOOti, so easily can they do better orr their farms. The plains are a perpetual' 
meadow, furnishing two complete new crops in a year, spring and fall, the latter 
remaining green through the winter. Beef is killed from the grass at any season 
.of the year. If you have any enterprize left, or if your nt:ighbora have any, here ill 
(he place for them." 

• The above is an extract of a letter from General McCar.ver. who ja at present the Speaker 
.cl the Lower House of OregolL 
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Of this Talley Lieutenant Wilkes says,." the wheat yield. thir'y-five or (DrtT 
bushels for one bushel sown; or from. twenty to thirty to the acre. Its quality ie­
~uperiar to that grown in the United States, and its weight is nearly .r0 .ur po~nds t~ 
the busbel heavier. The above is the yielG of the new land; but It IS beheved It< 
will greatly exceed this after the third crop, when the land has been broken up and 
well tiUed. In:comparison to our own country, I would say that the labor necessar,' 
to.acquire wealth or subsi .. tence, i, in proportion. of one to three; Qr, in other words, 
a man must work through the year, three times as much in the United States,. to gain. 
the same competency. The care of stock, which occupies so much time with U8,. 

lequire~ no attention here, and on the increase alone, a man might find support." 
SOllth of the valley of the Willamelte we come to that of the Umpqua, in which 

is found large prairies of unsuspassable arable land, though the vicillage of the. 
river is chiefly remukable for its gigantic pine timber. Some idea of the extraor­
dinary size of its forest trees may be obtained from the- fact, that their seed cones­
are sometimes more than a foot in length. Below the Umpqua, we next arrive at. 
tile country watered by the Tootoo~utna, or Rouges River, and beyond that, to the 
voluptuous valley of the Klamet. These lower portions of the first region are 
thought by many to be the paradise of the whole territory, e:lcelling in richness '1' 
soil and voluptuousness or climate, even the celebrated valley of the Willamette. 
Of this opinion is Lieutenant Wilkes, to whose exertions a'ld researches we are in­
debted for· most of our accurat.e geogJaphical knowledge of bhe western portion 0$ 
Orl'gon. Indeed, probability seems to be in favor of regarding the vallies of the 
Klamet, T .Jotootutna, and the U mpq ua, as the gardens of the west, and the cause 
of the preference of the northern porLions is w be- attributed mostly w the readier: 
access allOrded to them by the avenue of the Columbia. Popuilition, however, is­
already gradually encroaching further and further south, and but few years wilL 
el3pSC, befQre coaster.1 wili be IIlnning down to the mouths Qf these three rivers for 
their agrieultlJral products. 

The principal settlement of the Hudson's Bay Campan)' is situated at Vancouver .. 
on the Columbia; a point nineLy miles from i18 mouth. At this station, the mai~ 
branch of foreign commerce is carried on, and from it, the chief exports in the way 
of pine plank, the grains, but:er, &c., is made to the Russian settlements, hnd to. 
the islands of the ocean. Thpy have another farm upon the FaHatry plains, west. 
of the Willamette an.d abou~ ten miles from Vanco\lver, which is aillo well stocked, 
and in productive cultivation. \ 

Before concluding our description of this portion of Oregon, it may be- well to. 
state, that the co~ iuual influx of emigrants from the States at the atation of the 
Willamette. and the oceasional conflictions of interest, rendered it necessary, in the­
absence of protection from the laws of the RepuiHic,' that the American settlers. 
ohould establish a territorial government for themselves. They have accordingly 
proceeded to constitute two Legislative bodies, to appoint a Chief Justice, lind' 
make the necossary ministerial officers to enforce his decisions. 

The two. houses meet at stated periods in the year for the tralliaction of 
all the necessary business of the tittle body politic, and .he degree of importance. 
which the new legislature has already obtained, may be estimated> by the fllct tbat 
the. officers of the Hudson's Bay Company have accorded their acknowledgement 
tlf Its powers, by applying through the chief governor of an the statiolJs ill the terri­
tory, (Doctor McLau~hlin) for a charter for a eanal around the Willamette Falls. 
The exclusive right was gnnted to him fer ~\Venty yeltrs, on the cOlldition tbat ha 
should, in two years, con~truet a canal aroand them sulficient for the passage oj; 
lJo~ts thirteen feet in width. 

This ~cognition of the au'thority of the legislative confederacy would, however .. 
be a pohtlc course in the resident gO\'ernor of tbe Hudson'8 Bay Company, evell 
~lIough he should' be ever so averse to it; for such recognition wou1d 1I0t affect the 
!Aterests o(his aslcciati.on.i11 USI it Wire over!hwwR. b1 hi:t.owagovernment,.ancl 
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it would afford him, meanwhile, an opportunity for 'he quiet pursuit of his plans. 
It is but just, however, to bear in mind that tho jurisdiction exercised by the com­
pany over all the citizens in the territory, previous to this legislative convention, 
was not their own arrogation, but the investiture of the British Government, for its 
own special objects; and it is no less just to say, that this power was exercised hy 
the gentleman above-named, during his rule, with a temperance and fairne~s, but 
seldom found in those who have no immediate superior to account to. 

The letter that brings us this latter information, also tells us the Doctor has 
31ready commenced his work with a large number of hands, and that there is no 
doubt of his perfect ability to complete it within the time named. He was likewiso 
constructing at the date of this information, (last August) a large flouring mill with 
four run of burs, which was to be ready for business last fall. 

THE RIVERS. 

Having completed a description of the general characteristics of the three regions 
of Oregon, there remains but ono feature of its geography unfinished; and as that 
extends for the most part continuously from region to region, it could not be pro­
perly embraced in the particular account of any one. We allude to the course and 
characteristics of the Columbia river and its tributaries. 

The 'northeTII bra~ch of the Columbia river rises in latitude 50" north, and 116' 
west (from Greenwich) thence it pursues a northern route to McGillivary's pass in 
the Rocky mountains. There it meets the Canoe river, and by that tributary 
ascends north westerly for eighty miles more. At the boat encampment at the 
pass, another stream also joins it through the mounbains, and here the Columbia is 
3,600 feet above the level of the sea. It now turns south, having some obstruc­
tions to its safe nofvigation in the way of rapids, receiviilg many tributaries in its 
course to Colville, among which the Beaver, Salmon, Flatbow, arid Clarke's rivers 
from the east, and the Colville ami two smaller tributaries, higher up, from the west, 
arA the chief. 

This great river is bounded thus far on its course, by a range oC high, well wooded 
mountain~, and in places expands into a line of lakes before it reaches Colville, 
where it is 2,0409 feet above the level of the sea, having a fall of 550 feet in 220 
miles. 

Fort Colville stands in a plain of 2000 or 3000 acres. There the Hudson's Bay 
Company have a considerable settlement and a farm under cultivation, producing 
from 3000 to 4000 bU3hels of different grains, with which many of their other forts 
are supplied. On Clarke's river the company have another post called Flathead 
House, situated in a rich and beautiful country spreading westward to the bases 
of the Rocky mountains. On the Flatbow also, the company have a post, named 
Fort Kootanie. ' 

From Fort Colville the Columbia trends westward (or about sixty miles, and then 
receives the Spokan, from the south.- This river rises in the lake of the Pointed 
Heart, which lies in the bosom of extensive plains of tho same name. It pursues 
a north westerly course for about 200 miles, and then empties into the Columbia. 
Its valley, according to Mr. Spaulding, an American Missionary who surveyed it, 
may be extensively used as a grazing district; but its agricultural capabilities are 
limited. The chief features of its r:gion are, (like those of tho upper country, 
through which we have already traced the Columbia and its tributaries,) extensive 
forests of timber and wide sandy plains intersected by bold and high mountains. 

From the Spohn, the Columbia continues its westerly course for sixty miles, re­
ceiving several smaller streams, until it comes to the Okanagan, a river finding its 
source in a line of lakes to the north, and affording boat and canoe navigation to a con­
siderable extent up its course. On the cast side of this river, and near its junction 
with the Columbia, the Company have another station called Fort Okanagan. 
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Though the country bordering on the Okanaga~ is generally.worthless, thia settle-
lJlent is situated among a number of small, but nch arable plallls. • 

After passing the Okanagan, the Columbia ~a~es ~ so.uthward turn and ~unsln that 
direction for 160 miles to WallawaUa, receiving In Its course the PIICOUS, the 
Ekama and E~tyatecoom, from the west, and lastly, the Saptin or Lewis River, 
(rom the south. From this point the part of the Columbia which we havc traced, 
though obstructed by rapids, is navigable for canoes to the Boat Encampment, a ?is. 
lance of 500 mile~ to the north. The Saptin takes itB rile in the Rocky Mountains, 
passes through the Blue, and reaches the Columbia after having pursued a nortb· 
westerly direction for 620 miles. It hrings a large volume of water to the latter 
stream, but in cunsequence of its extensive and numerous rapids, it is not navigable 
even for canoes except in reaches. This circumstance is to be deplored, as its course 
is the line of route for the emigration of the States. It receives a large number oC 
tributaries, of which the Kooskooske and Salmon are the chief. Our previous ac­
count of the arid and volcanic character of this region obviates the necessity of a 
farther description here. There is a trading station upon the:Saptin near the Bouth­
ern boundary line, called Fort Hall, and one also near its junction with the Colum­
bia, called Fort Wallawalla. The Columbia at Wallllwalla is 1284 feet above the 
level of the sea, and about 3,500 feet wide. It now takes its last turn to the west­
ward, pursuing a rapid course of 80 miles to the Cascades, and receiving the Uma· 
tilla, Quisnel's, John Day's and Chute Rivers from the Bouth, and Cathlatate's from 
the north. At the Cascades, the navigation of the river is interrupted by a series 
of falls and rapids, caused by the immense volume forcing its way through the gorge 
of the President's range. From the Cascades, there is stiII·water navigation for forty 
miles, when the river is again obstructed by rapids ;.after passing these, it is navi· 
gable for 120 miles to the ocean. The only other great independent river in the 
territory is the Tacoutche or F'razer's River. It takes its rise in the Rocky Moun­
tains near the source of Canoe River; thence it takes a north· westerly cOllrse for 
80 miles, wilen it makes a turn southward, receiving Stuart's river, which brings 
down its waters from a chain of lakes extending to the 56th degree of latitude. 
Turning down from Stuart's River, the Tacoutche pursues a southerly course until 
it reaches latitude 49°, where it breaks through the Cascade range in a succession 
of falIs and rapids, then turns to the west, and after a course of 70 miles more, dis­
cmbogues into the Gulf of Georgia, on the Straits of Fuca, in latitude 47" 07'. Its 
whole length is 350 miles, but it is only navigable for 70 miles from its mouth, by 
vessels drawing twelve feet water. It has three trading posts upon it belonging to 
the company; Fort Langley at its mouth; Fort Alexandria at the junction of a small 
stream a few miles south of Q'IisnelI'~ River, and another at the junction of Stuart'. 
River. The country drained by this river is poor and generalIy unfit for cultivation. 
The climate is extreme in its variations of heat and cold, and in the fall months, 
dllnse fogs prevail which bar every object from the eye beyond the distance of a 
hundred yards. The chief features of the section are extensive forests, transverse 
ranges of low countries, and vast tracts of marshes and lakes, fOImed by the streams 
descending from the surroullding heights. 

" The character of the great rivers is peculiar-rapid and sunken much below the 
level of the country, with perpendicular banks, they rUD as it wcre in trenches, which 
make it extremely ditllcult to get at the water in many places, owing to their steep 
basaltic walls. They are at many points contracted by dalles, or narrows, which dur­
ing the rise, back the water some distance, submerging islands and tracts of low 
prairie, and giving them the appearance of extensive lakes. . 

.. ~he soil along the ~iver.bottoms is ~enerally alluvial, and would yield good, crops, 
were II not for the overBowmg of the livers which check and kill the grain. Some 
of the finest portions of the land are thus unfitted for cultivation. They are gener­
ally covered witb waler before the banks are overflown, In conselluence oC the 
quicksands that exist in them, and through which the water percolates." 
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" The rise of the streams fll>wing from the Cascatle mountains takes place twice a 
year, in February and November, and are produced by heavy and abundant rains. 
The rise of the Columbia takes place ill May and June, and is attributable to the 
melting of the snows. Sometimes the swell of the latter is very sudden, if heavy 
rains should also happen at that period, but it is generally gradual and reaches its 
greatest height from the 6th to the 15th of June. Its perpendicular rise is from 18 
to 20 feet at Vancouver, where a line of t:mbankment has been thrown up to protect 
the lower prairie; but, it has generally been flooded during tLese visitations, and the 
crops often destroyed. . 

"The greatest rise of the Willamette takes place in February, and sometimes as­
cending to the height of 20 feet, does considerable damage. Both this river and the 
Cowelitz, are much swollen by the backing of their waters during the height of the 
Columbia, all their lower grounds being at such times submerged. This puts an ef­
fectual bar to the border prairies being used for anything but pasturage. This hap­
pily is fine throughout the year, except in the season of Aoods, when the cattle must 
be driven to the high grounds." 

The lakes of Oregon are numerous and well distributed in the differe~t regions 
of the territory. In the northern section, the Okanegan, (from which flows the 
river of that name), Stuart's and Frazer's, nesr the upper boundary; Quesnell's in 
i3", and Klamloop's in 51Q

, are the largest. In the central section, we have the 
Flatbow, the Cour d'Alime, or, " Pointed Heart," and the Kullespelm; and in the 
southem district, are the Klamet, the Pit, and an ablmdance of inferior lakes, as yet 
unnoticed on the maps, and for which geographers have not yet been able to dis­
cover names. Several of the latter, are salt, and, at intervals, we find chains of hot 
springs bubbling in some places above the ground, like those of Iceland. The 
amaller lakes are said to add lJ)uch to the picturesque beauty of the streams. 

The whole territory is well watered in all directions, and from the peculiar cha­
racter of its rivers, their descent, the rapidity of their currents,' and their frequent 
falls, there is perhaps no country in the world which affords so many facilities for 
manufacturing purposes, through the agency of water power. This is a peculiarly 
happy circumstance, when taken into consideration with the fact, that the timber 
overspreading the weastern portion and clustering around its mill sites, will, for a 
long time, form one of the principal exports in the markets of the Pacific. This will 
appear from the high prices which it now commands, and also, from the fact, that no 
other portion of the north west coast produces it. Already, trading vessels resort 
to the mouth of. the Columbia to supply themselves with spars, and other necessary 
Dlaterial~, and the improving facilities of inland intercommunication, has direeted 
lIome of it from point to point ~ithin the territory. 

Having now completed our account of the great physical characteristics of Oregon, 
our attention naturally turns to those portions of its natural history which are equally 
.ecessary to render a land serticeable to the wants of man. Of these, the first, and 
most important, are the fisheries. •• The$e," says Lieutenant Wilkes, "are so im­
mense, that the whole native population subsist on them." All the rivers, bays, 
lIarbors and shores of the coast and islands, abound in salmon, sturgeon, cod, carp, 
801e, flounders, IIY, perch, kerring, lamprey eels, and a kind of smelt or sardine, 
which is extremely abundant. The different kinds predominate alternately, accord­
ing to the situatiolls of tho respective fisheries, but the salmon abound everywhere 
over all. This superior fish is found in the largest quantities in the Columbia, and 
the finest oC them are taken at the Dalles. They run twice a year, Mayand Octo­
ber, and appear inexhaustible. To so great an extent is traffic in them already ad­
vanced, that the establishmet at Vancouver alone, exports ten thousand barrels of 
them annually. There are also large quantities of oysters, clams, crabs, mussels 
and other kinds of shell fish, found in the different bays and creeks of the country; 
and, to complete this piscatory feature, we are further told, that whales are also 
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found in numbers aloDg the coast and at the mouth of the Strait of Fuca, where 
they are frequently captured by the pisci"orou8 aborigigea. 

Of game, an equal abundance exists. In the spring ~nd fall, tb1l rivers literally 
swarm with geese, duck, cranes, swans, and otb.er speclel of water·fowl; and the 
elk, deer, antelope, bear, wolf, fOJ, martin, beaver, muskrat, grizzly bear and lif· 
lIenr make, ",ith them, the harvest of the hunter's ritle. In the middle section, little 
or no game is to be found, but in the third region, the buffalo are plenty, and form 
an attraction to numerous hunting parties of the Blackfeet and Oregon Indians. 

The population of Oregon territory has been estimated by Lieutenant Wilkes, to, 
be about 20,000, of whom 111,200 or 300 are aborigines, and the remaining seven 
or eight hundred, whites. This number, and its proportions, have, however, in­
creased and varied considerably since the time of bis estimate. The years succeed­
ing his visit, beheld large emigrations from the States, and the white population 
of Orogon may now be safely set down as being between two and three thousand, 
of whom the majority are from the States. The largest portion of these are locat­
ed in the valley of the Willamette, where, as we have already seen, they have 
adopted a government of their own. The other white inhabitants are sprinkled 
about in different portions of the territory, at the establishments of the Hudson's 
Bay Company, whose officers and servants amount, in all, to between five and 
six hundred, but this number does not include their Iroquois and Sandwich Island 
serfs. 

There are no means of ascertaining with .accuracy the numbers of the aboriginal 
population, as many of them move from place to place in the fishing seasons; but, 
for the purpose of furnishing the reader with the nearest warrant for reliance, we 
will here insert a tahular statement, prepared by Mr. Crawford, of the Indian de­
partment, for the use of last Congress. 

Indians wesl of the Rocky Mountains, in the Oregon district, and their numbers. 

Nes Perce~ ••••..•••.••..•..••..... Sokulks .•••.••••••••••••..•••. 3,000 
Ponderas •..•••• _ •.....•.•.•••••..• Chimnapl1ns •••..•.•••••••.•••• 2,000 
Flatheads •.••••••••••......•••.. 800 Shallatlos .•••••••..••••••••.••.• 200 
Cour D'Alene .•••••.•••••••••••.•.• Speannaros ....................... 240 
Shoshonies .•••..••••••••••.•.• 1,800 Saddals ••••••• _ ••••..••••••••. .400 
Callapooahs ••.•••••.••.••.••.•.•.•. Wallawallahs ••••••••••••• ~ ••• 2,600 
Umbaquahs ..•••••.•.•..••.••.••••• Chopunnishees •••••••••.••••••• 3,000 
Kiyuse •••......••••.••••••........ Catlashoots •••••••••••.•••••••.. 430 
Spokeus •..•••.•••••••.....•••.•••• Pohahs ••••.••••••••••••••••.. 1,000 
Uknanagans. •••• • .•• ••• •.. •.•• .. ••• Willewahs •••••••••••••••••••• 1,000 
Cootomies •••••••••.•••••••••••••.• Sinacsops .••••••••••••••••..••.. 200 
Ch!lts ••••••••••••••••••.•••••.• SOO Ubillokittequaws •••••••••••••••. 2,400 
Chmookes •.••••••••••••••..••. .400 Echebools •••••••••••• _ •••••••• 1,000 
Snakes •.••..••.••••••••••••••• 1,000 Wabupulns •••••••••••••••••••. 1 ,OO!) 
VlIlhlamahs •..•••••••••...•••.•. 200 Euesteurs ••••••••••• ~ ••••••••• 1,201) 
W~hkiakumes •••••••••••.••••••• IUO Clackamurs ..................... _ ••• I,SOO 
Skll\utes ••••.••••••••••••••••• 2,500 Chaowappaos ••• _ •••••• ~ •••••••• 400 

29,i10 

The most numerous and warlike of the Oregon Indians are in the islands to the 
north, but on the .main la~d, they are generally frien~ly and well· disposed. They 
are, h~wever. r~pldly passmg away before the advancmg destiny of a superior race, 
an~ ~Jth the WIld game, vanish gradually from the white man's tracks. Those re­
malDmg, are a servile and degraded class, who perform the meanest offices of the 
settlements, and readily consent to a mode of existence under the missionaries and 
other settlers, but little short of vassalage. In the Wallamette valley, there ar: now 
left.but ~ few remnants or the once numeroua and powerful tribes tbat formerly in­
b~blted 11. At the mouth or the Columbia, there are some few of the Chenook.· 
still left, and about the Cascade. and at lhe Dalles 8tilllinger considerable numbem 
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or this ill·fated and fast fading pepple. There is no longer any spirit left in them; 
their hearts are broken, their bows unstrung, and from lords of the 80il', they 
have sunk to the degradation of its slaves. 

The Kiuses and Nez Perces, still maintain a portion of their independence, but 
nu~bers of them, through the exertions of the missionaries, have made considerable 
advances in civilization, and many more would doubtless adapt themselves to a 1U0re 
methodical system of life, were not the first lessons of the science an exaction or 
their labors for the benefit of others. At the present, they can only be regarded 
in the light of a servile population, which, in the existing dearth of labor, is rend~r­
ed of vast service to the active settler. In speaking of the inquences of the mIs­
sionaries over the Indians, Lieutenant Wilkes remarks: "They have done but lit­
tle towarils Christianizing the natives, being principally engaged in cultivating the 
mission (arms and in the increase of their own Bocks and herds. As far a. my 
personal observation went, there are very few Indians to engage their attention, 
and they seemed more occupied with the settlement of the country and agricultural 
pursuits thall in missionary labors." 

The treatment of the Indians by the Hudson's Bay Company, is politic and ju­
dicious; they rigidly enforce that wise provision (If their charter, which forbids the 
sale of ardent spirits, and in carrying it out, have even been known, upon the ar­
rinl of a vessel at the Columbia with spirits aboard, to purchase that portion o( 
the cargo, to prevent others from defeating the wisdom of the prohibition. Schools 
for the native children are attached to all the principal trading posts, and particutar 
care is extended to the education of tne half breed children," the joint offspring of 
the trailers and the Indian women, who are retained Rnd bred, as far as rossible, 
among the whites, and subsequently employed, when found capable, in the service 
of the company. The polic), of this cOllrse is obvious. The savage is gradually 
cured of his distrust, and coaxed into new connections. He abandons the use of 
his bows, his arrows and all his former arms, and the result is, that he soon becomes 
an absolute dependant upon those who furnish him his guns, ammunition, fish-hooks, 
IIlankets, &c. 

The course obsrved by this Company to American settlers, is equally politic. 
They are received with kindness, and aided in the prosecution of their objects so 
long as these objects are only agricultural; but no sooner does any of Them attempt 
to hunt, trap or trade with the natives, then all the force of the body is immediately 
directed towards them. "A worthy missionary, now established on the Columbia," 
8ays Greenhow, " while acknowledging in conversation with me, the many acts of 
kindness received by him from the Hudson's Bay Company's agents, at the same 
time declared-that the would not buy a skin to make a cap, without their assent." 

No sooner is an American trading post established, Lhan a British agent, with more 
merchRndise and a larger amollnt of ready money, settles down beside it, and by 
the superior advantages he gives the Indians, in paying high and seIling low, 
drives the American trader to despair, and finally sends him, with his hopes 
crushed, and his enterprise destroyed, back to the States a ruined man. In pur-
8U'lnCe of the same monopolising system, the CompallY endeavor to prevent the 
vessels of the United StRtes from obtaining cargoes on the North West coast, and 
truth to say, they are generally successful in their object. 

By its enormous wealth, its extensive stations, its able policy, and numerous 
retainers, this Company has indeed become a formidable body, and it is a matter of 
importance that we should make ourselves acquainted with its genius and its ten­
dencies. 

We have seen that it is the representative of tho interests of Great Britain in 
Oregon; we have glanced at a few of the mcans it adopts to protect and further 
them, and now that recent evente have given a subordinate aspect to their political 

• A Diltural qbligatioD where 80 many are got. 
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position, it is of interest to enmine the mode their sagacity has devised to meet and 
overcome the circumstances threatening their decline. 

The original object of the Hudson's Bay Company's establishment in Oregon, was 
for the purposes of fur trading alone, and to that their operations were confined, until 
their investiture with the attributes of territorial sovereignty by the Bri.eish Govern­
ment. From that time, however, it appear.; they considered no person should be 
permitted within the. limits of the territory, except by their consent, and hence 
their degeneration into a mere band of conspirators, as evidenced by the course of 
policy we have already alluded to. At length, however, the fur trade in the countries 
of the Columbia nearly ceased, and the Company were obliged to turn their atten­
tion to other objects. They have, it will be found, laid out farms on the most 
extensive scale, erected mills, established manufactures, entered into the fisheries, 
employed vessels for the purposes of commerce, and, in short, at the present mo­
ment, though they have lost the regal shadow, they present the aspect of a domi­
nant corporation, whose enormous wealth enables it to engross everything above the 
mere pastoral and agricultural branches of industry, and to turn even the products 
of those, into their already overrunning coffers. This is not presented as a matter of 
complaint against the Hudson's Bay Company, for it is but the natural bent of wealth 
and corporative enterprise, to monopolise and grasp, to the destruction of every op­
posing influence, but it affords a subject of reproachful reflection against our Go­
venmcnt, for not checking these tendencies, and counteracting their effects, by 
stretching its protection to those who fall within theil reach. The maternal care of 
England for her subjects stretches to the most obscure extremity of the earth; while 
the eye of the Republic overlooks its despairing children even in a portioD of her 
own immediate dominions. 
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PROPOSAL FOR 

A NATIONAL RAIL ROAD, 

FROM THE ATLANTIC TO THE PACIFIC, 

"FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING A SHORT ROUTE TO CHINA. 

HAVING ascertained what Oregon is, our next inquiry becomes, in what view it 
is of the most importance to us, and how we may most readily and completely avail 
ourselves of its advantages. , 

As 'an IIgricultural country it is of no great importance to a nation having con­
tiguouJlleagues on leagues of land yielding the same products nearer at home, the 
abundant fertility of which has never yet been ,challenged by the spade or plough* ; 
but as a c(lmmercial avenue to the wealth of the Indies and the riches of the Pacific, 
itl value is incalculable. 

In any view, whether agricultural or commercial, the advantages and worth of 
this lerritory depend upon the easiness of its approach from the States, and any 
means that are adopted. to facilitate this intercommunication, will, according to their 
degree of efficiency, proportionably advance its destiny. Nature has already COI!.­

tributed to the object more liberally in the country under consideration, than to the 
same extent of any other portion of the globe. From the Missouri to the Rocky 
mountains spreads a plail! scarcely broken by a hillock; through that stupendous 
ridge gapes a pass presenting no discouraging opposition to heavily laden wagons 
with single teams, and from its westc'rn side the banks of the Saptin lead the tra­
veller safely through to the navigable waters of the Columbia. 

The time required for the journey by the present mode of travelling is from three 
to four months; but though this might suffice for the gradual drain of a surplul 
population, it will not meet the new designs which the full possession of this land 
of promise opens to us. 

These designs are legitimately the same which have agitated the commercial 
world since the discovery of this continent, and they are now happily within our 
reach and accomplishment, by means of a RAIL ROAD. As it is one of the main 
purposes of this work to urge this project upon The People of this cnuntry, and 31 

it iii tilled with considerations of the weightiest moment, it will be necessary to 
treat it with that method and particluarity which its merits demand, and which will 
adapt it to the ready and accurate comprehension of every understanding. 

Our 6rst purpose, therefore, will be to measure the value of the object we .eek 
by philosophical inquiry, and by the estimation of its importance by other powers; 
and our second, to glance at some of the resulls that will1low from it '0 our benefit 
8S a natien. 

The commerce of the East, in every age, has been the source of the opulence 
and power of every nation which has engrossed it. By a lilent and almost imper­
ceptibkl operation, India has been through centuries the .Iecret but active ~ause of 
the advancement of mankind, and while lying apparentlJl' inert in her voluptuous 
clime, has changed the maritime balances of Europe with the visit of every new 
nation that has sought the riches of her ahores. Her trade imparted the first great 
impulse to drowsy and timid navigation; it revealed in the direction te its coast. 
region after region before unknown; it found for the guidance of the mariner new 
planets in the Iky, and its restless spirit has not even been c;ontent to make more 

• Our unoccupied public lands amount to 700,000,000 acre •. , 
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than a temporary pause in the discovery of another world. * Lik~ t~e. Genii of the 
fable it still offers the casket and the sceptre to those, who unmtlmldated by the 
terrors which surround it, are bold enough to a.dventure to its embrace. In turn, 
Phoenicia, Israel,t Carthage, Greece, Rome, (through her vanquished tributarie.) 
Venice, Pisa, Genoa, Portugal, Holland, and lastly, England, have won and worn 
the ocean diadem. OUT destiny now offers it to us ! 

To shorten, by a western passage the route to the Indies, which now must be 
conducted circuitously around the fearful barriers of Cape Horn and SOllthern Af­
rica, is a design that has long occupied the attention and aroused the exertions of 
all maritime nations. The first and moat"remarkable effort to effect it was made 
in the latter part of the fifteenth century, by Columbus, which resulted in the dis­
covery of another world, and the search has he en maintained with but little inter­
mission, by the intervening ages, ever since. Exploring expeditions to both the 
Atlantic and Pacific coasts have pryed in every sinuosity of shore from latitude 500 

South to the borders of the Frigid zone, and in the defeat of their exertions, pro­
jects have been formed even to pierce the continent to accomplish the design. As 
early as the seventeenth century, a company was formed in Scotland to improve 
the advantages offered by the Isthmus of Darien and Panama, for trade in the Pa­
cific it but the project being discountenanced by England at the violent remon­
atrances of her powerful East India Company, the subscri?tions were withdrawn 
and the enterprise temporarily dropped. It was revived soon after by its indefati­
gable projector, who, having raised £700,000 and 1200 men, set sail in five ships 
to found a colony; but being denounced by the government-and attacked by a Spa­
nish force while its reduced numbers were suffering under disease and famine, they 
sunk under their accumulated misfortunes and abandoned the enterprise in despair. 

From that time to this, the project of dividing the Isthmus has been a favorite 
theme with European philosophers aud statesmen; but the subject appears never 
to have advanced beyond the bounds of mere speculation until later years. In 1814 
it was revived by Spain, who this time seemed to be seriously in earnest in the 
matter. Bya vote of her Cortes, dated April 30th, in the above year, the immedi­
ate commencement of the work was decreed, but the foreign and domestic troubles 
into which she was plunged at tbis period, rendered her incapable of carrying out 
the grand design. 

The project found i~s next active and practical supporter in Bolivar, who in 1827 
appointed a commissioner to ascertain, by actual survey, the beat line either by rail 
road or canal, between tbe two seas. The cnmmissioner reported in favor of the 
latter, and an estimate was subsequently made by a French engineer that a canal, 
forty miles in length, might be constructed across it, at an expense of less thlln 
three millions of dollars-but the untimely death of the illustrious patron of the 
Bcheme, put an end to its further prosecution. The next movement in the measure 
took place in 1842, when the Mexican government, upon application, empowered 
Don Jose de Garay, one of its citizens, to effect a communication across itl territo­
ries, between the oceans, and invested him with the most ample rights and immu­
nities, on condition of his completing the work. Don Jose, in pursuance of hi. 
grant, appointed a scientific commission that accomplished the Burvey in 1842 and 
1843, the result of which, established the perfect practicability of a ship canal acrosl 
the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. Upon these grounds and the security of hill gover-

. • The ~bject of Columbus, was not, a8 haa been erroneously 8upposed, the diIcovery of a 
Dew continent, but a shorte. route to Cathay. 

t Envying the ~uccess of t~e Phamicians, David and Solomon, after having seized upon Idu­
mea a:' a pre.parative, s~nt thell' fteetll through the Arabian Gulf to Tanhish, Ophir, and other 
porta w Africa and India, and by this mean. diffused throughout the land olI.rael II the wealth 
of Ormus and of Ind." It is to thi. cause, doubtless, that the latter monarch .pecially owes lWI 
l'Ut reputation for sagacity, as well as the Ipleudorofhis reign. 

t Thi. Icheme w~ projected by William Patterson, who was .upposed to have been ori, .. 
nally, a South Amencan Bllccaneer, cotemporary with Sir ReDlf Morgan. 
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mental grants and privileges, its projector is now in London soliciting the aid of 
British capital to carry out the scheme. 

France, with the view of advancing the value of her oceanic possessions, is deeply 
alive to the importance of this measure. Under the ~pecial patronage of Guizot 
and Admiral Roussin, a private survey of the Isthmus has recently been made, the 
importance attributed to which, may he imaginEd by the careful suppression of its 
details from the public. Thus el'idences multiply that the world will not much lon­
ger endure the petty obstacles which bar them from the long-desired western pas­
sage to the Indies. How important, therefore, tha:t we, who have an engrossing 
interest in this subject, shonld protect ourselves from being outstripped by those 
whom our rapidly advancing destiny already promises to leave behind. 

The English government, though the junction of the seas has been repeatedly and 
strenuously urged by the representatives of some of her most important mercantile 
interests, have betrayed an apathy upon the subject which, if not accounted for by 
the principles of her usually selfish policy, would appear inexplicable; but she doubt-
less reasons thus- • 

" , Let well alone.' By the present routes around the Cape of Good Hope, and 
through the Isthmu':l of Suez, we have a fair start with the best, and a superior 
chance over most other nations for the Ind ies; and while our established power in 
that region and our superior marine secures IlS a preponderance in her trllde, it 
would be madness to contribute to afford superior facilities and advantages to others. 
Through her geographical position, the United States, from whosli wonderful ener­
giee and fearful strides toward maritime equality we have everything to fear, can 
more readily avail herself of the benefits of this passage than any other nation. Her 
fleets would stream in one unbroken line through the Gulf of Mexico, her naval 
power would overawe our settlements 011 the North west coasts, and her impertinent 
enterprise, of which we have had a late evidence in China, would extend itself 
throughout our Indian possessions. The M'lrquesas Islands which, in case this pro_ 
ject be carried out, lie directly in the road of navigation, would at a step advance 
into one of the most important maritime posts in the world~ while the Society Is­
lands also in the possession of France, would enhance immensely in their value. 
Worse than all, returning back, the vesRels of all Europe, would ere long procure 
their tropical products from the newly awakened islands of the Ocean, and in just 
the degree that the value of Oceana WQuid increase, our West India possessions 
would depreciate. By changing the route and extending it across the ocean instead 
of circuitously through it, we should voluntarily resign into other hands those com­
manding maritime and naval stations which we have won at the outlay of so much 
diplomacyan<l perseverance. 'I he power and advantages of St. Helena, Mauritius, 
Capetown at the Cape of Good Hope, and the Falkland Islands commanding the 
passage round Cape Horn, will be transferred to New Orleans and other cities of 
the United States bordering on the Gulf of Mexico, to Cuba, Cbagres, Panama and 
the Marquesas Islands. Let us, therefilre,. ' let well alone,' and be content with our 
present supremacy upon its present basis; unless indeed we can gain a superior ad­
vantage through the Arctic sea," or monopolize a Mexican route to the shores of 
the Californias. The Isthmus passage must, however, be discouraged, and if per_ 
severed in, Cuba must at all hazards be obtained, to compensate in some degree (or 
Ihe losses we shall sustain on the African coasts." 

• NEW VoncE OF D/8COVERl'.-Jt is in the contemplation of the British government to send 
out another expedition to the Arctic Regions, with the view of discovering the, or a North. 
west passage, between the Atlantic and Pacific; and the Council of the Royal Society, having 
been solicited to gin their opinion as to the desirableness of such an' expedit,ion, have stated, 
that independent ofthe great object to be attained, the benefits, that would accrue to the science. 
of geography and terrestrial magnetism, render such an expedition peculiarly desirable. The 
Erebu8 and Terror, which were recently employed at the south pole, under Sir J. Ross, have 
returned in such good order, as tobe ready to be made immediately available for employment 
on SImilar lervice.-Eng/i,h Paper. 

4 
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This supposition is by no ;neans strained. It is but a fair inference (rom Britain'e 
well known selfish character and policy, and the United Btates would be jl\sti6ed in 
turning the proposition against her. 

Having thus measured the importance attributed to the design of shortening the 
western passage to the Indies, by the immense sums wbich bave been lavisbed, and 
the hazards which have been braved upon the mere hope of its accomplishment, is 
it not incumbent upon us to inquire i( we have not witbin our own boundaries the 
means and facilities of effecting it, and if we have, is it not likewise incumbent on 
us to carry the long desired object to its fulfilment! We owe tbis to our own cha­
racter, to our posterity. to the world-and we most specially owe to tbe genius of 
the Fifteenth century (which in the prosecution of tbis very plan redeemed us from 
the ocean) the completion of the purpose wbich we barred. 

The circumstance of England's opposition to the plan (or to a similar one) is alone 
an urgent motive to tbe undertaking; tbe revelations o( each succeeding day 
atrengthen tbe opinion that our interests and policy are (ounded upon antagoni.tie 
principles. We are her natura! rival upon the ocean, and as we advance she re­
tires. Weare the only power that ever batHed her arms, and the course of tbings 
have marked us as the heir of her strength, and the successor to her trident. Al­
ready, the commerce of the globe divided into eight parts, gives more thanfoe be­
tween us two, and a sl1b-division affords but one part les8 to us than to her. 
Here, to use tbe expression of one of her own writers, is a "great fact ;"-a fact so 
pregnant that it turns Speculation into Prescience, and points to tbe decree fie Fate 
in our fllture and speedy preponderance. France understands the relative positions 
and interests of this country and Great Britain as well as, if not better, than our­
selves, and is perhaps actuated to the interest she takes in the opening of the Isth­
mus by a more comprehensive policy than that which springs merely from the influ­
ences of an immediate self-inters st. The spirit of her people is akin to ours, tbeir 
natural bent of mind inclines them for democratic institutions, and their hearts beat 
towards us with sentiments of warm affection. To quote the language of one of 
their popular organs: Sbe looks toward. us as her natural a~ly and as the only power 
which can oTentually release the ocean from the tyranny of Great Brita.in. If this 
hope live in France, how much stronger must its ray be cherished by tlaose inferior 
powers who dare not aspire to rise above submission? 

"There is a diTinity that shapes the ends" of nations a& of men, anti we may 
discern ,the fulfilment of tbe maxim in the continual defeat of the mOlt daring enter­
prize of man as applied to this design, through a period of four centuxies. Not 
:ripe for its great revolution, Providence has denied it to the world uRtii the hour 
should arrive for the first grsat step toward perfecting the grand scheme of thll creatilln. 
A thousand combining influences tell us that the time has come; the universal beams 
of knowledge have driven Superstition and Ignorance from the stage of action to mope 
in tbe dreary cells, which imprisoned under them too long the genius of mallkind. 
Science haTing stripped experiment of its terrors, measures with accuracy the 
Jesuits of every aS8ay, and despising the obstscle. of Nature, whose elemen,-, lIay. 
even the forked lightning itself, she hal fastened to her car, feels as capable of ' 
beating down tbe barriers (If a continent as of measuring the distanc. to a planet. 
A. new principle h85 been evoked, which though simple in its pretenliOllll, and matter­
of-fact in itl IIperation8, will sbare in future times the honer of the Mariner's 
Compa .. and the Printing Press, in ciTili3ing and advancing Dian. The object 
of each is sympathetic with the other; tbe result of each must tend t& the same 
end. Tbeir principle is illtercoMrae, and tbeir .pirit 1"0gTu$. The Drsl, awoke 
GIIr hemispheJe from its sleep in the aby8s; tlae .econd infused sentiments which 
turned tbe foot.tepe of our ancestors toward it; and we mUlt now inTas the third, 
lor the final accomplishment of it. destiny! 

1& is true there is much that is startling in:the propoeition 01 a NATlOI'UL RAIL 

ROAD raoll TB& ATLAKT1C TO Till: PA81F1C OCI:AKe, and much tbat will Itrike the 
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hasty observer as chimerical j but when we have seen stupendous pyramids raised 
by human hands in the midst of a sterile and shifting desert j while we know that 
despite the obstacles of Nature and the rudeness of Art, a semi-barbarous people, 
many centuries before the christian era, erected around their empire a solid barrier 
of wall, thIrty feet in height, and so broad that six horsemen cOllld ride on it abreast, 
carrying it over the most formidable mOllntains, across rivers on arches, and through 
the declensions and sinuosities of valleys, to the distance of fifteen hundred miles, 
let us not insult the enterprize of this enli~htened age, by denouncing the plan of a 
simple line of rails, over a surface but a little greater in extent, ~ithout one half the 
natural obstacles to overcome, as visionary and impracticable. 

Geographers variously estimate the greatest breadth of our country from ocean to 
ocean at 1,700 to 2000 miles." Taking the largest estimate, and ailding to it 500 
miles, I'D allow for occasional deviation of route, and we have a distance of 2,500 
miles; which at the moderate rate uf fifteen miles to the hour, t CIJll be accomplished 
in sellen days. We have already from New York, a continuous line of rail·road 
and steamboat communication, laid out to Chicago, Illinois; proceeding from which 
point ,directly along the '2d parallel, we find a smooth and gently rolling plain, 
without serious obstruction or obstacle in any part, until we strike the Great 
Southern Pass, through the Rocky Mountains, into Oregon. The following accoun t 
of an expedition in wagons to this point, in 1829, will serve to show the nature 
of the facilities which offer themselves to the traveller through tho region lying 
between the mountains and the States. It is an extract from a letter addressed by 
Msssrs. SlIlith, Jackson, and Soublette, to the Secretary of War, in October, 18~9, 
and published with President Jackon's message, January 25th, 1831 : 

"On the 10th of April last, (1S29,) wo set out from St. LOllis with eighty-one 
men, all mounted on mules, ten wagons, each drawn by five mules, and two 
dearborns, (light carriages or carts,) each drawn by one mule. Our route was nearly 
due west, to the western limits of the state of Missouri, and thence along the Santa. 
Fe trail, about forty mile. from which, the course was some degrees north of west, 
across the watera of tbe Kanns,t and up the Great Platte River, to the Rocky 
Mountains, and to the head of Wind river, where it issues from the mountains .. 

" This took us until the 16th of July, and was as far as we wished the wagons 
to go, as the furs to be brought in, were to be collected at this place, which i~, or 
was, this year the great rendezvous of the persons engaged in tha: business. Herfl 
tke waggons could easily have crossed the Rocky Mountains, it being what is called 
the SOUTHERN PASS, ha4 it been desirable for them to do so; which it was not, for the 
reason stated. For onr support, at leaving the Missouri settlements, until we 
should get into the buffalo country, we drove twelve head of cattle, besides a milch 
cow. Eight of them only being required for use before we got to the buffaloes, the 
others went on to the head of Wind river. On the 4th of August, the wagon. 
being in the mean time loaded with the furs which had been previously taken, we 
set Ollt on the return to ~t. Louis. All the high points of the mountain. then in 
Tiew, were wh.ite with snow j but the passt's and valleys, and all the level country, 
were green With grass. Our route back was over the same ground neady 81 in 
going out, and we adh't!d at ~t. Louis on. the 10th of Octuber, bringing back the 
ten wagons, (the dearborn. bemg left behmd;) four of the oxen and the milch cow 
were also brought back to the settlements of the Missouri, 81 we did not need them 
for provision. The usual weight in the wagon. was about one thousand, eight 
hundred pounds. The usual ~rogress of the wagons was from .firteen to twenty 
mdes per day. The cottntry bemg almost all open, leflel, and pratTle, the chief ob­
structions were ravines and crecka, the banks of which required cutting down; and 
for this purpose, a few pioneers were generally kept ahead of the caravan. This ill 

• McCulloch, in his Gazetteer, compiled from all the authorities, estimates the breadth at 
its widest stretch to be 1,700 milel-ProfeSlor Morse, in hia Geography, publilhed in 1846, 
at !l000. 

t O~r Boston rail-road cars frequently travel at the rllte of 22 mile. to the hour, .toppage 
included. 

t It must be borne in mind, that this departure from the direct line of route along the 4lId 
parallel, is pursued by travellers with a view of obtaining water, and also game j which an 
iDvlI'iably to be found ill the vicinity of great rivers. 
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the lirst time that wagons ever went to th~. Rocky moun~ain?, anti tke r.as~ antI 
la/ety with which it was dane, prove the facIlIty of communlcatzng O'IJerland 1Dlth t4e 
Pacific Ocean; the route from the southern pass, where the wa~ons stopped, to tile 
Great Falls of the Cobtm/,ia, fleing ca8!er and better than o;t this Sl~ of the moltn­
tains, With grass enough for horses alia mules, but a scarcity of gralll for the sup· 

port of men. ..' .. 
In addition to this account, which so satisfactonly establishes the feaslblht.rof the 

work in view, we have the corroborative relation, if corrobration lends any strength 
to indisputable tc.stimony, of Thomas P. Farnham, who, in his journal of a journey 
made from the Mis.issippi to the·mouth of the Columbia, in 1840, gives us the fol­
lowing statement . 

.. Among the curiosities of this place, (Fort Bois.:;' a trading post on the Saptin,> 
were the fore-wheels, axletree and thills of a one-horse wagol1, mn by AmErican 
missionaries from the state of Connecticut, thus far towards the mouth of the Co­
lumbia. It was left here under the iJelief that it eould not be taken through the 
Blue mountains, but fortunately for the next that shall attempt to cross the conti­
nent, a safe and easy passage has lately been discovered, hy which vehicles of this 
description may be drawn through to the Walla walla." Here we have the testi­
mony of an intelligent observer who has travelled over every inch of the route, as 
well that on this side of the mountains as the portion unexplored by the former 
party, whose account we have prf!viously given. This, with numerous similar at:­
counts ill existence, among which is the journal at the end of this volume, muet 
convince the most skeptical that a rail-road to and through this district of country 
is practicable beyond a doubt. There is reason to believe, however, that upon the 
careful preparatory survey which must be instituted, new notches through these for­
midable ridges may be found, still better adapted to the work in view, and in a more 
direct line with Puget's Sountl, in whose commodious harbors our commereKLI 
operations in the Pacific, from the absolute absence of the requisite facilities un 
any southern portion of the Oregon coast, must necessarily centre." Taking the 
practicability of the work therefore as established, it will not be improper to devote 
ourselves to a short inquiry as to the other modes and mean" of effecting the ulti­
mate design. 

In these, Nature herself volunteers her aslsistance to the enterprise. No ocean 
is so remarkably adapted to steam navigation as the Pacific. Its tran'luil surface is 
scarcely ever agitated by a storm, and propitious wiuds and cu~rents accelerate the 
course of the mariner across its bosom. The general motion of its waters is from 
west to east, at the average velocity of twenty· eight miles a day. In consequence, 
the sea appears on some portions of the coast to flow constantly from the land, and 
Tessels sail with great celerity from Acapulco in Mexico to the Phillippine ISlands, 
on the coast of Asia. The N. E. trade winds blow almost uninterruptedly between 
latitudes 5° and 23° north, and with the assistance of the currents and the flow of 
the sea, enable vessels within this region, to sail from America to Asia, almol! 
without changing their sails. Our course to the Indies from the mouth of the Co­
lumbia, or from the Straits of St. Jean de Fuca, would be South West to the Sand­
wich Islands, and from thence, directly along the twentieth parallel, across. Re­
turuing ~y a more nort~wardly route, advantage would be taken of the polar cur­
re.nts which iet N. W. towards the Straits of Behring, and also of the variable 
Winds prevailing in the higher latitudes. Having crossed our continent in seven 
days, we sp~n the Pacilic in twenty-five more, and thus in thirty-two, reach the 
ports of Chma: by th~ same r~ute back, the .products of the East may land upon 
tb~ shores of Europe In fortY-SIx days; a penod of time but little more than oJle 
~lTd of that ~ow taken to make the ordinary passages around the southern extremi­
ties of Amenca and Africa. 

• By crossing the river at Wallawalla and proceeding in a direct line along the bank r th 
I:yakema river, the diJltance is Ihorterto the harbors of Puget'l Sound than to th . hos 

0 ee 
the ocean, e .1 res 0 
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The view tbat this opens to the mind, independent of its internal benefits, 
staggers speculation with its immensity, and stretches beyond all ordinary rules 
of calculation. A moderate foreca.t may, however, foresee the following results. 
The riches of the most unlimited market in the world would be thrown open to 
our enterprise, and obeying the new impulse thus imparted to it, our commerce 
would increase till Every oceau billow between os and the China sea would twin­
kle with a sail. By the superior facilities conferred upon us by our position and 
control of the lou'te, we should become the common carrier of the world for the 
India trade. "Britannia rules the waves," would dwindle to an empty boast, 
and England would have to descend fmm her arrogant assumption of empire o'er 
the sea, to the level of a &uppliant's tone, in common with the great and small of 
the European powers, for the benefits of this avenue of nations. The employment 
as common carrier could be secured 10 us by the imposition of a tonnage duty, 
~eavy enough to amount to a prohibition, upon all foreign bottoms arriving at our 
Paci tic coast. There is nothing remarkably seifish, neither is there any thing re­
pugnant to fair dealing in this regulation; we are deserving of one special advan­
tage as a premium for conferring this benefit upon all, and we have the example of 
Great Britain herself, to justify us in the adoption of the rule. The rapK! and ex­
cessive increase of our commercial m~rine would necessanly follow this result. 
Encouraged by the comparative €ase and safety of its service, and enticed by the 
liberal wages which the demand for so many hands would ensure, thousands of our 
young mell, whom the dangers and privations of a seafaring life have heretofore 
deterred from carrying out Ihe natural desire of visiting foreign climes, would em­
brace the sailor's occupation, alJd a nursery would thus be established, from whose 
exhaustless sources the tlemand of our increasing navy would always finll a supply. 

Our contiguity and other peculiar advantages would ensure us the pre· emption 
of all the markets of the Pacific. Our rapidly increasing cotton and other factories, 
under this impulse would increase anew; our extending agricultural operations 
would widen till they wZ"ed their golden han'est o'er and o'er the land, and to­
gether they would distribute their product~ along the western coasts and diffuse 
them among the i,lands of the ocean. In retmn, Oc('ana, whose trade and con­
sumption bnth would greatly multiply by the same imparted motive, would pour her 
t~easures into the bosom of our country, and render us, by her liberal supply of 
tropical productions, independent of the West Indies. Our exportations of /lour, 
at the exorbitant rates which it commands in the markets of these regions, would 
alone be a source of immense wealth, and on the other hand, the profits of a new 
article of import from the coast of Peru, can scarccly be regarded as of less im­
portance. Guano, but little known in 1840, is now exciting the deep attention of 
the ccltivators of the soil of all nations, and to 8uch an extent has its trade in­
creased, that from the importation of but a few Ions fil'e years ago, six hundred 
vessels of a large class are now employed in supplying the wants of Great Britain 
and Ireland alone. It is already begillning to be introduced into this country, and 
E:re long we may expect to see its supply increase in a corresponding ratio with the 
Europeal! demand. Now, it comes to us surcharged with the f'xpenses of a long 
and dangerQus voyage; then, it would be obtained at olle half its prescnt chuges, 
and we should be fl1rnishe~ with the most valuable fertilizer known to man, for the 
benefit of the impoverished porti{)ns of our Oregon soil. The chief obstacle to the 
dense population of that territory is, therefore, providentially obviated. * 

Our Whale fishery and other branches of commerce in the Pacific, would be bet­
ter protected, and the prosecutors of the former would have convenient ports to refit 
in; to seek a 1l<lsty refuge at in case of war, and to obtain the speedy means of re­
dress from, should they be made the victims of the outrage of any foreign naval power . 

• "There wiII be no difficulty'" says a work written in Li,·crpool on the above subject," in 
<!obtflining from the coast of Peru for the next Iaoo ,ears, a wpply of guano adequate 10 the wa.ntl 
cf the British farmer." 
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An additional proof of the necessity of increasing our naval power in this quarter is 
furnished ill the late account of the ravages of the Pirates of the Asiatic Isles, upon 

European vessels. . 
Our relations with China would be guarded antI strengthened, and In ca~e a ne­

cessity should arise to redress a wrong, resent an insult, or resist an aggression, w.e 
should be able, helped by the speed of our advices, to throw a preponderatmg mlh­
tary force there three months prel"ious to any European power. 

There are other ,·iews which open at this stage of the analysis, upon which it will 
not be improper to bestow a share of our consideration. 

The vast expanse of the Pacific .ocean has been as yet but imperfectly explored, 
and there is reason to believe there are many islands reposing on its bosom whose 
fertile shores have never met the eye of man. Some of these ocean gems lie di­
rectly in our eastward or westward track, and their value to us as resting places and 
points of Gupply, as well as posts for the erectiun of our fortificationF, would be in­
estimable. This brings to mind the fact that there is one importaut branch of com­
mercial policy, hitherto overlooked and neglected by us, which the course of things 
now call upon us to adopt; and that is the securing under our own lIag and rule 
of maritime posts in the different fields of our commercial enterprise. We may be 
told that this is an infraction of our constitutional economy, a violation of the spirit 
of our institutions, and that it springs from a wil;) and disordered lust for power which 
will eventuate in our dissolution; in short every argument will be brought forward 
by philosophers learned in mill· stones, to oppose the aggrandisement of the country 
on the principle of (/ !{gregation. These sachems have been told in their primary 
classes "t school, that Greece and Rome fell by their unbounded ambition, and it 
would take little short of a defeat of Nature to dispossess them of the idea. They 
therefore, make it a primary object to denounce every extension of territory as de­
mornlising and destructive, and point triumphantly to History to establish the as~cr­
tion. Admitting this to be the case, though it applied to the Greeks and Romans, 
in an early age, and might !l.pply to any other nation in the same cycle, it does not 
apply to us in the present time. \\' e are a new people, in a new pra, acting on new 
Finciples, and working out a new and grand problem for the benefit of mankind. 
"History," to make a grotesque application of a common term-" is behind the 
age." But aside from our exception from their rule, their proposition is false as to 
its facts, and carries absurdity in its very face. 

How did Greece become great enough to decline-and how did Rome from a speck 
upon a hill-top win the Imperial diadem that marked the mastery of a world? 
Surely not by building fellc!"s around their original limits, and "owing never to go 
beyond. Such a resolution would share credit for sagacity with the refusal of a 
handsome fortune by a needy man, because at some day he must die and leave it. 
and might also be compared to that stretch of forecast which would induce a states­
man to refu,e all worldly power and honours, because forsooth, they must descend 
to a successor. Nations do not perish in a moment; they are neither swallowed 
op in the earth like Korah and his company, nor do they go out like the snuff of a 
caudle; they have degrees to their decline, and while it is perfectly easy to detect 
all the natural causes of their decease, we have no excuse in closing our eyes upon a 
fanciful hypothesis, which finds its basis only in the imagination_ 

How did Greece and Rome fall 1 Not by the extension of territory as a cause, 
(though to maintain its extreme points weakened her in her decline,) but by the vices 
which crept into her constitution; from the progress of those corruptions which arc 
Inseparable from aristocratical systems; from ignorance of the true principles of 
gover~men!, and c.onsequently from the effect of unequal laws and unequal repre­
sentation. The distant tributary, suffering under the exactions of a subaltern des­
pot and his military bands, being too far removed from the parent government to 
represent Its gnevances within a period to give redress a value, and at the same 
time, too far removed to dread its ener ... ated power, threw off the allegiance whicb 
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only imposed onerous conditions and co.ferred no benefits but a humiliating peace. 
The example of defection thus safely set, was followed by another and another, and 
attacked at the same time by a new, vigorous and innumerable enemy, Rome fell. 
She fell through her own debasement, and her genius retired before the superior 
vigor and energy of an uncorrupted race. The extreme extension of territory in an 
age when travelling could only be accomplished with insuperable difficulty would 
doubtless rather weaken than strengthen a nation's power, from the di,fficulty, of 
striking rapidly at rebellion, but where the communications are as speedy and com­
plete as they are in the present day, the comparison will not apply. Rail Roads, 
Steam Engines, and the Magnet, have" annihilated space, and exploded all theories 
which re9ted on the accidents of time and distance;" an expanded order of intelli­
gence has shown the benefits of union in a common system, and though our do­
minion stretched throughout the boundaries of this hemisphere, with the elements 
for our agents, and the lightning of heaven for our slave, we could bind its extremi­
ties together in a moment, and throw the impulses of our power from end to end, 
with the rapidity of thought. 

By overlooking the means of protecting ollr marine by the discovery or purchase 
of those island stations, we are behind every nation in the world in commercial sa­
gacity. France rears her fortifications on the coasts of Morocco, in the islands of 
the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian oceans, and by a late arrangement, even plants her 
standard in the very mouth of Canton: The Dutch own the richest 'ef the Asiatic 
isles, and Spain rules absolute in the Philipines. Russia, not content with over 
7,000,000 square miles, extending from central Europe' to the extremity of eastern 
Asia, has made a lodgment on our continent, and marks the line of her possessions 
to the North, as a bar to our farther advance j and even Portugal and Denmark, 
hold their warlike posts in many parts of the Atlantic ocean. The acquisitions of 
England are 50 well known they hardly need recapitulation. It has been well said, 
that the Sun never sets upon her dominions, and that the thunder of her morning 
gun from post to post around the world, falls into the measure Of a continuous 
salute. 

Gibraltar, Malta and the Ionian Isles, give her the control of the entire Mediterra­
nean; St. Helena, Ascension Island, Cape Town and Mauritius, keep watch along 
the coasts of Africa; she has settlements, fortifications and territorial governments 
over all the shores of Hindostan, and her power extends throughout the whole of 
the Eastern region. Further south, her empire spreads over the whole of Austra­
lasia ;-Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Bermuda, the Bahamas and her West India 
Islands, command the entire stretch of our Atlantic coast and the entrance to the 
Gulf of Mexico, while Canada environs us upon our Northern border; yet probably 
England would be the first to assure us, in connection with some of our own good ad­
visers, that extension of territory is the sure cause of a nation's eventual destruc­
tion. She, however, pursues this policy herself, with the knowledge that it adds to 
her aggrandisement and power at every new stage of its consummation. With a 
view of aiding her steam llavigation across the Pacific, she has lately purchased a 
little island in it, on which two coal mines have been discovered; she has not even 
thought a miserable patch of ground on the Mosquito shore,* too insignificant to 
seize, and she is now, doubtless, intriguing for the prize of Cuba and the C.!Ilifor-­
nias. Russia is ready to devour Turkey or engulf another Poland. Austria has 
long looked with a greedy eye upon the plail1s of Italy; and every power 
on the {ace of the earth, seek new acquisitions with the utmost avidity; while 
the United States, as if she had not recovered from the astonishment of falling sud­
denly into the possession of 2,000,000 square miles 68 years agol {"Ids her unas_ 
suming hands, and with an amiable bow which betrays the modeilty of her character. 
exclaims, "tbank you, Gentlemen Powers, not a bit more if you please!" 

• This was seized on pI'etence of it being a bequest from an African chief. 
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The opposers of the course of policy we advocate, if not able to defeat it on t~ 
grounds of reason or precedent, will find their last resource in the tyr~p.ny of preju­
dice, and the opin-ion of \\. ashington, will doubtless be appealed to, as a settler o~ 
the proposition out of hand. The age, however. has out~rown Ihi3 species of con­
trill. Our notions of liberty have become extended to the degreo that embraces th8 
right of judging for ourseh'~s; and we feel no fear of startling the horror of our 
readers by tbe assertion that there are at least half a Inillion of people in the United 
Stat"", who, from the new principles which science has envoked in the present ge­
neration, are better juti",,; of the effects of the adoption of this policy, nolV, than 
\Ya,hrngton, or any other man, who died forty.fi,·e )"pars ago, could possibly have 
been. There is too mnch of this knuckli:lg to precedellt ami old opinion. \\' e 
can benefit by the experience of a past age, without becomin;s the hereditary 'bonds­
men of their ideas: we can treat its ".'Isdom with all the consideration it deserves, 
without pre~enting the absurd spectacle, of a people c1aimin~ to be free, who have 
absolutely signed away freedom's- main component in the liberty of mind. 

Again, vast countries still lie in the fairy regions of the Eo"!, the productions and 
rp'OIHces of .... hich arc scarcely known to us, and that only await the civilising influ­
ence of such a scheme as this, to throw down their barriers of prejudice and super­
stition, and embrace with the rest of mankind. the social blessings of the world. Of 
this nature and character is the opulent empire of Japan. Though second but to 
China itseli, it holds no inte~course wilh foreigners, and only permits one nation 
(the Dutch) to land upon its dominions. Ought it to be too much for American 
diplomacy to effect its commercial and social re,lemrtior. and throw its rich markets 
open to our ~nterprise. 

The Oregon route, should this project be carried through, would, for its shortness. 
for its safety, fur its comparatil'c comfort and the accuracy with which the duration of 
its travel could be calC'Jlated, be selected in preference to any other by all travdlers to 
the East, or the rcgions of the P.lclfic. These '~'ould comprise among their number 
ambassadors and thei~ suit~s; consuls and other government officers to China and 
the Indies, to l\"ew Holland, to the ports of the western coast, and the islands of 
Polynesia, and enticed by the facilities atforded to them, many who otherwise would 
never have attempted the perils and discomforts of the old vay"!!", would make a 
trip to the Indies or some i"land paradise in the Pacific, leavjr.~ us lUI they passed 
leisurely throngh onr territory, a portion'of their wealth. Add to this source of profit, 
the toll of the enormol}s amount of forei~n merchandize which r.,ust seek this avenue, 
or be shllt out fro:n a market altogeth p ., and the postages which the great num)Jer of 
letters pouring in from every part of Europe would afford, and its rpvcnues would be 
immense indeed. Y pt the sources of all this vast income would be surplus profit. 
for a short cc>:!,pri"nce would prove, t.I'Cit our 0 ·\'11 internal tI3de, communications 
and postages, would not only pay the current expenses of the road of themselves, 
but would afford a liberal pe: centage OB the amount of c'pital invested. 

l:.~perience has proved that no direction which can Le given to human enterprise. 
is so active and effectual in developing the resources of a country, ae that involved 
in rail-ro~ds; and wlthollt any regard to its stupendous national 3th-antages, both 
external and domestic, immediate and ultimate, it would be found that the resul: 
of this project would justify the undertaking merely as a measure of internal 
improvement. 

The na\'igable distance to tbe mouth of the Columbia is now, by the route around 
Cape Horn, about 19,000 l!liles from the port of New York; by the proposed route. 
it would be less than 3,000; whi,·;) affords the ellormous saving of 16,000 miles. 
The natural effect of such a communication across '-he continent wOl1ld be the rapid 
s~ttle~ent of Oregon, the sudden grolVth of a great commercial and manqfacturing 
city at lis PaCific tC[{(lInus, and the establishment of a naval station on Puget's SOllnd. 
For both of these latter objectd, every facility is providentially afforced. Fine 
building stone abour.ds in every direc.tion, the best timber in th!j world st.ud ib 
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fOlests, the country in the neighborhood of the ocean abounds in favorable sitl's for 
water power, and for the sustenance of steam navigation, large mines of coal arc to 
be found in different parts of the country. For the establishment of a naval station, 
the harbors of St. Jean dEl Fuca and Puget's Sound, offer, as we have already 
seen, peculiar facihties for the erection of the works of 1\ great maritime nation. 

The cost of th~ work is the next branch of inquiry that demands our attention. 
For a guide to an estimate of this w, have lhe tabular statements of the American 
RaIl-road Journal, (a reliable ,allthority,) which by a late computation, sets the 
aggregate number of miles of rail-way in this country at 5,000; the cost of which 
has been $125,000,000, or $25,000 per mile. 

As a portion of this expense is occasionl'd by land damages, or land for the track, 
most of which lies in thickly ~ettled, and, consequently, valuable sections of the 
country, we are entitled to a deduction in favor of the work under eonsiderat.ion. 
The rate of this may be obtained from the example of ihe Boston and Lowell Hail· 
road, the land damages on which amounted to S2,842,4" per mile. We will apply 
this substraction to but 1500 miles of the proposed work, and also strike the amount 
down to $2,500 a mile, to make a smoother computation. Thus we have 
2,500 miles of road at the rate of 825,UOO per mila, __ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ $62,UOO,000 
A deduction of S2,500 per mile from 1,500 miles, ________ . __ • 3,750,000 

$fiB,250,OOO 
Making an aggregate of fifty-eight millions and a quarter for the completion of a 
design which will render every nation on the globe our commercial tributaries. This, 
however, is a most extravagant estimate, and the cost will probably not amollnt to 
within several millions of that sum. The distance is very roughly calculated from 
the absent:e of accurate information on the subject, and the cost is purposely amplified 
to secure being on the safe .ide of the calcula~ion. We are justified in the opinion 
that it will be much less, by the fact that there is at present a private project before 
Congress which proposes to perform the work at a cost of $25,000,000, on the 
som~what modest condition, by the way, of receiving a grant of public lands sixty 
miles in width along the track, from Illinois to the P~cific ocean. 

The cost of the work, therefore, even though it should amount to a hundred or a 
hundred and fifty millions, is no argument to urge against the undertaking, for it 
would be disgraceful to our national character to impute to government an inability 
to carry out a design which is within the scope and means of a company of private 
individuals. The resources of our country are fully equal to the enterprise. No 

, patriot believes, no statesman dare affirm, that we are unable to sustain the expenses 
of a three years' war with the most powerfuillation of Europe; yet this undertaking, 
at its utmost estimate, will not cost as much as a three years' war, and instead of 
leaving us, as a war would do, enfeebled, exhausted, and depressed, its completion 
would find us regenerated with new life, with our impulses awakened, our energies 
strengthened, and advancing forward with a rapidity and vigor that would astonish 
even Destiny itself. Let us deprecate, therefore, from the consideration of this 
work, that fatal spirit of Economy which has been the Evil Genius to SO many a 
great design. 

Economy is the besetting sin of Representative governments. Deceived by its 
plausible exterior, and tickled with the notion that it is an essential element of 
primitive simplicity, philosop~rs, whose mental scope reaches no further than the 
piling up of particles on the simplest rule of simple addition, oppose its blighting 
influence to every noble scheme, and I\dvocate it on all occasions and with the 
utmost vehemence as a cardinal principle. They do not see, or they do not care to 
see, that the, thrift which hoards the seed to defeat us of the harvest, is the grossest 
form of waste; that it amuses the present wit.h a Rtraw, to cheat the future of its 
golden fields. They proceed upon the false idea, that the multitude more readily 
appreciate the rule that saves a penny now, than the design which subtracts one 
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on the hazard of the return of a pound hereafter j and it is through this corrupt and 
contemptible consideration, this pin-hook angling in the muddy waters after popu­
larity, that we find a prevailing meanness in all our measures of expenditure. A 
meanness that runs from the remuneration of the chief magistrate or the Union to 
the purchase of a territory, from the stan'ation of an African Iion,+ to the pre~en­
tation to an Imaun of a piece of lacquered plate;t till at length it degenerates into 
injustice and dishonesty in its disregard of the rights of revolutionary claimants, 
and in the non redemptions of the continental paper which gave its illusory con.ld· 
eration for the blood of thousands of patriotic bearts. 

A sufficient amount of funds can be obtained for the commencement, nay, tbe 
entire completion of the whole work, from the sales of the public lands alone. As 
soon as the survey is made and the route laid out, the land in the immediate line of 
the track will be sought with the utmost eagerness by speculators, for investments of 
their capital. It will rise at once to an immense value, and it would not be extrava­
gant to expect that in less than one year from the marking out of the line, more than 
thirty million of dollars would pour into the trcasury of the Receiver of Sales. Ad­
ditional sales could then be made as the road progressed, to a still better advantage, 
and before the completion of the work, the GOI'ernment would find its waste domain 
of unavailable prairie turned as if by magic into marketable acres. 

The road, as it progressed, would be employed up to the point of its completion, 
by our merchants, our tratlers, and our emigrants. The great amount uf trade and 
travel, which sets out from this point, (New lork,) through the western states to 
the Mississippi, and returns the same way back, would enable it to go very fu to­
ward sustaining its OWf! existence. 

It may strike some as superogatory in the Government to undertake this work 
when it is offered to be accomplished, and all its consequent advantages secured to 
our hand, by private enterprise; but there are many, and insurmountable reasons 
why it should be a national undertaking, and not left at the mercy of a band of spe­
culators, whose narrow objects would be priYate gain. 

It should be national, because its objects and purposes are national; and because 
its accomplishment will advan<!e the glory as well as en~ure the safety of our coun­
try, and beneficially affect the interests of all its citizens. 

Because being the high road for all nations, its transactions will have an impor­
tant bearing upon our foreign relations, and its regulations will consequently be 
govnmental in their nature and policy. 

Because the undertaking is too gigantic for the successful enterprise of individuals, 
who, If ever able to accomplish it at all, will not be able to do so with that despatch, 
which the general interests of the cOllntry, our views in relation to Oregon, and the 
ardent wishes of our people demand. 

Because thtl immense revenues arising out of it, and the wide domain accompany­
ing the grant, (Whitney's memorial asks for a stnp of public land ~o miles in width, 
from Lake Michigan to the Western ocean,) would create a monopoly liable to the 
most. dangerous abuses. From the:great number of its emploYlles, the numerous 
settlers upon Jls lands, most of whom it would be able to coerce, and its enormous 
wealth, it would grow illtO a stupendous power, which, if not capable of rivalling the 
Government itself, might at any rate, exercise such a control by these combined in­
fluences over Its representation in Congiess, as would place our dearest privileges 
at its disposal. As a protection, on the other hand, against a perversion of its pa­
tronage by the Government, we should have to rely on the honor, the purity, and 

• The Emperor of :O-10rooco sent us the present ora lion of the descrt, which. aner its arrival, 
barely e<caped starvation through the humanity of a showman, who subsequently purchased it 
for his menagerie. 

t The Imaun of :O-1uscat, as an on·rture for a commercial arrangement, sent u. t\\"o superh 
milk white Arabian coursers, with a slave accompanying each. We returned among other 
things, a row boat with silver Dltat." rowlock •. The pure ore would not have cost a hundred 
dollars more. 
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patriotism of our Presidents; a guarantee somewhat more substantial it must be 
admitted, than the cupidity of individuals. 

Because, the object of a Democracy, while it secures to Enterprise Bnd Talent, 
their rewards, is to equalise the benefits of heavp.n to all, and the act which would 
avowedly confer special facilities for tho amassment of enormous wealth on any body 
of men, is in derogation of its own comprehensive scheme. A bounteous Providence 
has made the productions of the earth equal to the wants of all its creatures, and it 
is a demonstrable rule that every usurpation of an excess is followed in Borne quar­
ter by a corresponding loss. This tendency, through the peculiar construction of 
society, cannot be helpt'd at present, nor can it be corrected in a day, but it is in­
cumbent upon us, whom a wise director has delegated to work out a system for the 
elevation of mankind, to interpose no obstacle to its consummation, by specially 
encouraging an infraction of the plan. 

The first results of a private grant of the Ralure of the one proposed to the last 
Congress, would doubtless be as follows: As soon as the route had been surveyed, 
maps would be prepared, dividing the whole into sections for sale. Then a formal, 
and ostentatious opening of the road would follow. A vast collection of people 
would gather together to see the show, and amid the thunder of cannon, the waying 
of colours, and the swell of martial music, some public spirited gentleman would 
strike a spade into the ground while the wild huzzas of the admiring multitude would 
make the welkin ache again. 

This herculean effort over, the company, after staving in the heads of a few barrels 
of beer to whet the whistles of the crowd, wouhl retire to a sumptuous dinner to de­
vise plans anew, and to felicitate themselves over the vast advantages they had 
cozened from the Government." From that time Ollt, their attention would be de­
voted entirely to land speculations. The maps would be industriously circulated, 
and adopting to their use the science of puffing, newspapers would teem with glowing 
representations to attract the attention of purchasers. The domain parcelled out 
by ~he company, would be described, on account of its facilities for transferring the 
produce of its fertility from ocean to ocean, as the golden belt of the continent. 
Speculators would ru~h to make investments oft their capital and undeterred by the 
exorbitant advance from lIay to day in price, tbe poor man would hasten with the 
tribute of his hard won gains to cast a golden anchor in the future. After this 
course of things had been pursued long enough to swell the pockets of the company 
with a plethera of millions, we should have no stronger guarantee than what exists 
in the fallability of man that the work ever would be prosecuted. The whole result 
would be, that the company who had simply assurlled for a time the United States 
ownership of the public lands (for none but the sixty mile strip would sell during 
this delusion) would good naturedly pocket The People'S mOJley till they fell off from 
very surfeit; and then, declaring themselves incapable, for want of means, of carry­
ing out t~e objects of the grant, they would either sell out their privileges to others, 
or Government, impelled by the complaints and distresses of those who had been 
their victims, would ha\'c to complete the object after all herself. 

But supposing thP-ir intentions to be sincere and their measures for the immediate 
commencement of the work earnest, there is yet another consideration against it 
outweighing all tho rest. As soon as the grant was made, plans would be drawn 
out, and one of the directors despatched te London (as in the present case of 1)on 
Jose de Garay in relation to the ship canal through the Isthmus of Tehuantepec) to 
solicit the aid of British capitalists to sustain the work. Its importance would at 
once strike all, and perhaps attract the attention of the British gove!nment itself, and 
under the direction of her wily minister, funds might be placed in private hands for 
purchases of stock. At any rate, there can be but little doubt that the stock would 

• It must be borne in mind that these ohservations though based on the provisions of Whit­
ney's proposu, are merely suppositive against its theory, and are by no means meant as an im-
putation of his intentions, or a refiection on his character. . 
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all rapidly be taken up, and the result would be, that British stockholder~, and per­
haps the British government itself, would control the whole ellter?ri~e. It an any 
rate would afford her a pretext for interrerence on th., score of protectin~ the pro­
perty of her subjects. This principle has already been vociferously claimed for her 
by ,,,any of the creditors of our non·paying states, alld the; probability is, that in a 
maller of such vital import to her as this, it would ripen into a governmental assump· 
tion In short, the necessary consequence of any private company must be, the in­
trodllction into our very bosom a foreign influence that will pierce our continent 
from .hore to shore, and, in a double sense, divide our happy land. 

Lastly. it shollid be national, because its \'ast revenues would not only enable the 
Gov~rnment, after paying off the cost, to relieve the Gountry of the burden of almost 
e\'ery tax, whether impust or otherwi,,,, but afford a surplus, which might be expend­
ed to advantage in the gradual increase of the IllVY, and in strengthening our sea­
board and harbor defences to a state amounting to impregnability. 

Having settled the feasibility of the work, both as to geographical facility and as to 
means of defraying the cost, the next thing to be considered is the Tw/!' necessary 
for its completion; and thou~h our arrangement brings this third in order, it is alto­

gether first in imparlance. 
The lime allowed for its completion should be limiteJ to five years, in which peri­

od it could as c~,ily be accomplished bv the cnergies uf our government, as it could 

in twenty-five! 
If 20,000 men" can completc 500 miles a year, there is no good reason why the 

result should be delayed to bestow the monopoly of the labor on 5000 who can only 

perform 121) miles in the same time. 
Our country i. as capable of a great effort as a mean one. and we have a right 

10 expect one worthy of her genius and character. '" e repeat that TUIE is the 
great object! A series of rapidly developi:Jg political eveuts prove Illat the antago­
nistic principles of liberty and feudalism are fast approaching their final struggle. 
Alarmed at our astonishing progress, the monarchical governments of Europe are 
preparing to bring their centralized force to bear upon the genius of Repuhlicanisllr, 
and when the colli,ion takes place, we, as the grand promoter and defender of tho 
latter, will have to sustain the whole brunt of the shock. Let us, therefore, arm 
ourselves against the crisis in time! Let us extend our communications across our 
country's length and breadth; secure the possession of the points that will ena­
ble us to protect the interests of our commerce in both oceans and the E~st, and 
assume a position worthy of the champion of the ,"orld's emancipation. 

A, many men should be employed upon the work as is possible to be obtained, 
even if the number run up to ,,(),OO~, 0: should go even beyond that. This would 
f Jrni,h cmplo:cment tl) :,11 the languishing labor of the great cities, and force, by the 
gradual progress of the road, an immense mechanical and laboring population imo 
Oregon. This result would of itself peaceably settle our title againat the world, 
and obviate entirely any necessity of further negotiation or force. These artizans 
and laborers having long been in the receipt of wages which they have been obliged 
to hoarJ, would, by the time they arri~ed in that distant territory, be possessed of a 
handsome competence, and taking advant!ge of the government bounty to settlers, 
beco.n~ at once substantial landed proprietors, whose patriotism and obedience to 
the laws, would be securely guaranteed by their intere,t in the soil. Our govern­
ment in exchange for its eastern suhstratum of sulfering population, would find its 
broad and fertile we,tern territories sprinkled with hamlets, and owning a class of 
intelligent and happy husbandmen, who would be the chief pride, boast, and de­
pendence of the country . 

• This number is not otl'ered as a portion of the rule for the accomplishment of the work 
within the specified time. If, however, a larger number of workmen than the above could be 
obtained. and paid, and tho work completed in a still less time than five years, so much the 
better IJf every mtenst concemed. 
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These settlements would be formed, in great part, by the artizans and workers 
on the road, who having built temporary habitations for themselves and families in 
thel neighborhood of their worl[, and foreseeing that for years to come they would 
Teap a rich harvest for their agricultural labors in the wants of the immense army 
of pioneers who had gone before, and afterward in the markets of the Pacific, 
would yield to the love for a stationary home and the dignity of independent own­
ership, by settling permanently in every fertile portior of the road· ~ide. The places 
of those who thus dropped out of the line would be suppliee! by the new emigrant, 
whom the increased price of labor in our Atlantic cities would have enticed to our 
shores, and thus the generous spirit of the enterprise would go on, redeeming mall 
after man from the abasement of iII·requited servitude into tLe m3jesty and perfec­
tion of human nature-lord of the land, and with no master but his God. 

The price of labor in our great cities would be progressive from the commence­
ment of the work to its completion; and thus would be drawn from capitalists a 
portion of their hoards for its beneficial diffusion throughout all classes of the com­
munity. The rights of labor would be vindicated by the enforcement of a more 
equal division of lis re.turns between it and its mercantile deputies, and a great step 
would be taken towards elevating it to its true importance in the social scale. The 
annual drain of population to the interior, and the new direction to be given to it 
south, would at the same time reduce landed property nearer to its true level, and 
modify that last remnant of feudalism, the landlord's power, into a bearable evil. 
These two influences combined, will do more at a stroke to elevate the condition of 
the masscs, to check the fatal tenuency to a division of interests and distinction of 
cas~es as in the old world; to uivide the national domain among THE PEOPLE, and 
thus con3ummate the original scheme of the creation, than all the agrarian laws, 
social chimeras, and visiolJ3fY legislation could in centuries! 

Here we bring our inquiry to a close. We have, in the first place, made a satis­
factory examination of our title to Oregon; in the second, proved the capabilities 
of that region for SuppoJting a numerous population; in the third, examined the 
facilities whicb are offered for easy communication between it and the States, and 
in tbe fourth, we have established the perfect practicability of a rail-road to and 
through it, and following out the examination of this feature of our subject, we have 
glanced at the most obvious of thc advantages that will be accomplished through its 
agency. In conclusion, we repeat that the earliest practicable time should be 
adopted to carry out the design. While France and Mexico meditate the segrega­
tion of the continent, and while England is despatching anothpr squatlron to the 
Arctic sea, we certainly are caliI'd upon to inquire at least, by an actual survey, 
whether we have not within the bosom of our own territories, superior facilities for 
accomplishing the same granu purpose whiSh impels them. The imn:ediate com­
mencement of the work itself, would not conBict witb any treaty stipulation, nor 
could it justly give umbrage to any other power, and in audition to affording a 
pledge to The People of the sincerity of the Government's intentions towards Ore­
gon, the actual prosecution of the measure would defeat the British jugglers in 
their design of circumventing our rights by protracted negotiation. ' 

Let them negotiate and let us work, and while they are mousing through the 
pages ofBynckershoeck and Puffendorff in cabinet caucauses, and solemn diploma­
tisis are exchanging assurances of profound consideration, thousands of our hardy 
citizens will keep pouring though the gaps of the Rocky mountains, and at the 
.conclusion of the grave dispute, be smoking their pipes in every fertile nook in 
Oregon. 

The rail road is the GREAT NEGOTIATOR, which alone can settle our title more 
conclusively, than all the diplomatists in the world. 

Aside from the considerations of national aggrandisement, this project is war­
ranted as a measure of political economy which makes its appeal directly to the 
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heart of every phil,anthropist. It would be a benefaction to the oppressed masses 
that would come with a peculiar grace from a parental government to its suffering 
children, and in addition to its being a measure for their gradual elevation and re­
lief, it would also be an evidence, that among all the chartered privileges lavished 
time and again upon the rich, the government could find it in its heart to make at 
least one charter for the poor. 

Lastly, if the magnetic telegraph should be added to this comprehensive scheme, 
where shall calculation look for the limits of its vast results? Basing our conclu­
sions upon our wonderful advance in the present century, it is no extravagance to 
predict that in less than fifty years, we shall behold in our beloved country a govern­
ment, holding the preponderance of power, owning a population 0; a hundred mil­
lions, with a central capital in the great valley of the Mississippi, commanding 
from its nucleus of power an electric communication over three millions of square 
miles, and diffusing its congregated science, art, philosophy, enterprise and intelli­
gence; its enlarged spirit of liberty, philanthropy, peace and good will, to the utter­
most ends of the earth in a fullness that will realize at last the fondest dreams of 
the millenium! 

Arouse then, America, and obey the mandate which Destiny has imposed upon 
you for the redemption of a world! Send forth upon its mighty errand, the spirit of 
enfranchised man; nor let it pause until it bears down every barrier of unrighteous 
power; till it enlarges the boundaries of freedom 10 the last meridian, and spreads 
its generous influence from pole to pole! 
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PART I!. 

TRAVELS 

ACROSS THE GREAT WESTERN PRAIRIES AND THROUGH 

OREGON: 

With a description of the line of route, and the distances between the 
intermediate points from Missouri to the Pacific Ocean. Also, 

a full description of the characteristics, capabilities and present 
condition of the North Western Territory, prepared 

from the Journal of a member of the recently 
organised 

OREGON LEGISLATURE. 

CHAPTER 1. 

The StaTt-Arrival at the Rend,ezvous-The FeatuT e8 of the Gathering-The 
Rival Fat Gentlem~-The humor8 of an Evening in the Camp. 

IT is not necessary to the object in view, that the writer of this journal should 
furnish the reaijon which induced him to turn his face towards the wildetness. Let 
it suffice that on the morning of the 1 rth May, 18403, I, (to drop the third person,) 
mounted my horse in Independence, Missouri, and set out for the general rendez· 
vous. This was situated in a little spot about twenty miles distant, in a south· east 
direction. I did not start alone. A family of the name .f Robbins, from the 
northern part of Pennsylvania, were my companions. This party consisted of a hus­
band and wife, two chubby boys, one sill: and the other eight years of age, and a 
bouncing baby of eighteen months, or thereabouts. 

AfLer having examined for the twentieth time if all the necessaries required for 
the journey were properly stowed in the wagon, and after having for the last time, 
jerked at a trace, settled this and that portion of the harness, looked under the 
horses, passed his hand over the near one's Bank, and walked completely around the 
whole concern, John Robbin. mounted his seat, gave a ~onorous ahem! in evidence 
of his complete satisfaction, and. describing a preparatory circle with his lash, wae 
about bringing it down on the backs of his team, when a little circumstance in the 
body of the wagoll interrupted his purpose, and softened the threatening sweep of 
the gad into an oblique Bourish, that spent its elegance in a faint snap near the 
ground. 

He had turned his head for the tllJenty-jir6t time to see that all was right in the 
canvass domicile behind, when he discllrned that Mrs. Robbins was yielding to the 
weakness of her bosom at the separation of 'he last link that bound her to the aSlo­
ciations of early youth, and to the ties of friends and home. The husband kissed away 
the tear8 that were tumbling over her full and rosy cheek, Ipoke a word of encour­
agement in her ear, and then, with a moistened eye himself, turned hastily to his 
place, brought the whip sharply down, set hi. features as rigid as a decem vir's, and 
rattled off at a pace that soon jolted off every vestige of sadness or depres­
lion, amid the cheers of a large circle of friends and well-wishers, who had gathered 
to see us off, and whose benizons lIoated after UI upon the air, as if they were un­
willing to resign this living evidence of their continual guardianship. 

The morning was magnificent. The 80ft fresh breeze was both bracing and bland, 
and the sun poured down his brightnell, with luch 8uperior glory, that his rays 
leemed to stream through our very hearte, and to change every doubt and dark fore­
boding into cheerful hope. As I gazed out upon that lovely landscape, and snw every 
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blade and leaf quivering in gold, I ceased to wonder that the savage turned his (ace 
abuve to look ior God. . 

Our course, as I remarked before, lay south west, along the Sant~ Fe .trall. Af~er 
we had proceeded on our way for about three h~urs, the fres~ morning air served Its 
challenge on our appetites, and we made a halt I~ ans~er to liS summons. In com­
pliment to the smooth green sward, the Robbins far~lIly tumbled .out of the wagon 
and spread their cloth upon it. Then followed the tm cups and tin plates, and then 
the edibles. Of the last, we made most speedy disposal. Mrs. Ro~bins. had re­
covered from her momentary depression, and. was now chatting aw~y ID high gl~e, 
only pausing occasionally, to tickle the b3by ID the neck, to knead Its stomach with 
her fists, or to roll it over and over on the grass. The two boys had left t.he meal 
with their cheeks yet full, and were now scampering away after each other lD.a race 
over the fields, ,vhile one other member of the party, whom I must apologise for 
having overlooked, sat beside the hearty Jo~n Robins, looking like tbe impersona­
tion of Gravity itself. This was a large white dog, named Jack, who I understo~d 
had loner been a member of the family. He appeared to perfectly understand hiS 
social p~sition, fllr though there was no evidence of improper levity in his character, 
or any indication of in temperate importunity in his manner, one might spe by the 
decided cock of his head, and the equally decided interest ~e bestowed up~n ever'! 
movement of John RobLin's knife and fork, that he knew hiS rights to a hair. HIS 
calculations were 110t disappointed, and hiS lunch finishing the meal, I mounted my 
horse, the Robbins stowed themselves away under the canvass canopy, and off we 
jogged once more, to the great delight of Jack, who went gamboling away he­
fore us. 

We had not proceeded far before we were met by a wagon returning from the 
rendezvous to Independence. . 

" Hallo, s:rangers! bound for the encampment 1" shouted a voice from the box. 
" Yes; are we far away 1" 
" About three mile. You'll lind a nice party there. -'Ve're only goin' back to 

Independence for some articles we forgot, and then we're with you! Good day." 
In about an hour we arrived at the rendezvous, or enc~mpment, as our roadside 

friend" had called it. We found there already over three hundred people preparing 
for one of the most arduous trips ever undertaken in modern times. About fifty wag­
ons were arranged in a huge semi-circle, in the centre of which little groups were 
busying themselves in the usual occupations of life, while others were whiling away 
the hours in idle conversation. Here a smith was tinkering at a rivet, the~e a 
female bustled over her domestic pots and pans; in one quarter an artisan was 
engaged in mending a shaft or resetting a wagon top, while in another, a hardy 
huntsman was rubbing up his rifle. Numerous herds of cattle browsed about the 
plain, while the horses reaped their harvest of the generous herbage within the cir­
cle of their tether. All the concomitants of civilization were there, yet so intermixed 
with savage instances, as to startle the observer at the social hybrid. There was 
something in the unusual scene and its object, that challenged the reflection and 
led the mind off in its own despite, in search for the causes that induced it. Curi­
psityasked why a large body of human beings, possessed of a fair share of the com­
forts of life, should renounce, of their own accord, all the advantages of society. and 
submit to a ·voluntary banishment in a region of which they had only heard by 
rumor, and that was almost beyond the bounds of civil life ? Why, with vast plains 
before them, offering the most bounteous fertility to the lightest summons of tbe 
husbandman; possessing a certain climate, and promising assured comfort; asking 
no purchase but those of the ploughshare and the spade, they chose rather a toil­
some pilgrimage and the uncertain perils of an allllost unknown route, to seek the 
same advantages in the extremity of the continent? It certainly was not from mis­
anthropy, for. the ver~ manner of tbe en.terprise denied it; they were not Bying from 
tbe persecutIOns of Intolerance and bigotry; neither were they tbe victims of HI 
balanced laws, but they were obeying tbat restless impulse of ambition which Li­
berty implants and f?~ters, ~nd whi.ch displays itself in a passion for experiment anti 
adventure. ThiS spmt, which has Imparted to us energies that have astonished the 
world,. and still puzzle the monarchies of Europe, has spread its effects Trom the 
A~lantlc ev~n thus far into. the wildernes~; it is now directing the movements of 
thiS enterprise, and stamps It as the first sign of the enlargement of the boundariell 
of ~reedo~ to the western ocean. Liberty and enterprise are inseperable qualities, 
an!! were It not for tbe obstacle of inadequate means of travel, no corner of our 
country would be. left unpeopled. 

We were received on our entrance with a shout of welcome, and as we drove in 
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• dO'Len busy hands were instantly lent to assist liS in arranging the disposal of our 
articles. Our wagon was drawn to a prop"r spot, our horses were watered and 
staked, Mrs. Robbins was introduced to Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Harris j the liltle 
Robbinses received the overtures of the juvenile Bakers and Browns, and J"ck 
followed auit by making most decided advances to a handsome terrier hitch, who 
was doing the amiable ill a series of cavortings that would have been mO,L de­
lightful for any loyer of natural pbilosophy to see. 

As tbis was also my first visit to the rendezvous, I was received in like m~T1ner, 
and some acquaintances wbom I had made a few days befor" in tbe town of Inde­
pendence, came forward to welcome me and to show me the Ins and outs of the 
encampment. 

"H'ar you, sir! H'ar you!" was the greeting which, accompanied by IIt'arty 
and earnest grasps of the hand, met me on all sides, and in the course of half an 
hour I had become acquainted with two thirds of the wbole party. Among oLi,ere, 
I was introduced to a fat old gentleman in a round jackflt and very short nair of 
cordmoys, responding to the name of McFarley, and who, by the way, aspi;'ed to 
the command of tile enterprise, Another fat old gentleman named Dumbertoll waa 
also introduced to me, who was McFarley's rival for tbe chieftianship. He had the 
advantage of the latter, howeyer, in a face o~ aldermanic redness, and likewise in a 
long-tailed snuff colored coat. 

This latter gelltleman, immediately on taking my hand, informed me that he c~me 
from "East Tennessee, at a place bigh up or: Big Pidgeon, near Kit Bullard's 
mill ;" and then feeling convinced that it was quite unnecessary to take any further 
measure til secure my profound respect, threw hi~ bead on one side, and waited 
for his communication to produce its effect. 

Dumberton, or tbe Captain, as he was called, had the advantage of McFarley in 
several other points, I have already mllntioned thl:! superior con~rast of the snutr­
coloured coat with the round jacket, and I might also h1iVe alluded to the sub­
stantial claims of a pantaloons of the same color in opposition to the meek preten­
sions of the corduroys j but the great superiority of tbe Captain laid chiefly in a 
profuse sbock of stiff gray hair, which, being contrasted with the rich crimson of his 
countenance, and furtber set off by tbe white of his neck cloth, rendered his appear­
ance imposing to a degree. Besides, his home department had a most superlative 
curve, while McFarley's, on the other hand, was a sudden projection, which looked 
as if he had just hoi ted the bump of a buffalo, and from its absolute abruptness, 
conveyed no idea of dignity at all. McFarley made up for these natural disadvan­
tages, bowever, by industry, perseverance, and superior tact, which heing opposed 
to the Captain's natural gifts, about balanced the materiel of the struggle. 

The last of these remarkable gentlemen runmng one of tbe sleeves of his 
snuff· colored coat through my ann, fairly took me prisoner, and turned me off in 
the direction of a neighboring cluster of trees, for the purpose of securing my influ­
ence in his own favor, and in opposition to his opponent. It is impossible to de­
scribe McFarlcy's face, at this attempt of the other to make capital at his expense; 
suffice it, it outblushed his rival's, and his teeth were set in fierce determination. 
He was not long at a loss for an expedient to interrupt the Cal'tam's design, for he 
bribed a boy to tell me "my horse had run a spike in bis foot, and that Mr. Rob­
bins wanted to see me at once," This was as great a relief to me, as it was a 
comfort to Mr, McFarley, for fat man the first had jlJst commenced some dispara­
ging reflections upon fat man the second, that I could not have listened to without 
compromising the neutrality of my position, 

I had four men who had linked their interests with mine, and who bad put them­
selves under my special direction. They were still at Independence, and I did not 
expect them till the afternoon of the follewmg day, wben tbey were to bring along 
our common team, cattle, wagons and" tixins," For want, therefore, of anyrbing 
to do I lent a hand to Robbins, in getting up his tent, and setting his things to 
right;. The remainder of the ~ay ""as spent in makin~ acquaintances, and project­
ing arrangements. for future gurdance, a precautton which I considered by no m.eans 
unnecessary, now that I had disconred tbat the struggles of selfishneas were hkely 
in a greater or less degree, to agitate our little community. I should not omit to 
mention here, that I was also introduced this afternoon to Mr. Peter H. Burnet, 
who was subsequently made captain of the expedition. 

After tbe even in" had set in, I laid down in the wagon of an acquaintance, aDd 
overcome with fatigue. soon fell asleep. An hour could not have elapsed, how eyer, 
before I etarted wide awake. Wbile I lay endenorinc to recover my disturbed 
repose, I had a chance to hear how my neighbors were disposinlJ of their time. In 

5 



66 HISTORY OF OREGON. 

one direction the sound ~f a ,iolin rasped the air; in another, a little farther off, 
th'" mellow warble of a Bute Itole softly on the night; while hard by my 8ar, a 
harmonious voice poured forth a measure of reproach to ~be 

.. FtJl •• ·ltarlerl JrMle lAuisa.'" 

Unable to sleep, Itl1d desirous of taking a share i., the er.~ymen!, I aro.se and 
went forth, and apprOliching the tent from which the last pathetic stram had Issued, 
peeped into its centre. It was filled with a motley group, who appeared to have 
given themeclves up ~o the last degree of memment. In the rear,.on II huge trunk, 
which was used as a table, sat two botlle.~ and a corpulent little .rug, all of them, 
doubtless contributions from different members of the company. On the right hand 
of this im'posing platform, sat McFarley, and on the left, honest J.hn Robbins, vyith 
dog Jack between his legs, who was looking, if possible, gra~er tha.D ever. Behm~, 
and mounted on a high seat, made by a trunk turned endWise, With a ftask ID hut 
hand, and his hat cocked gaily into an extreme angle, sat the ruling spirit of ~he 
party. He was one of those peculiar Iteniuses whom Nature by th. gift of a rlcb 
fund of humor and invincible gaiety marks for a practical philanthropist. In hi! ow.n 
way. Jim Wayne was the source of more real pleasure and enjoyment, by hiS 
inimilable drolleries, during the long j.ourney which followed, tban any dozen other 
causes put together. His songs were sung by the whole camp; his stories were 
told over and over, for the edifieation and amusement of every sub-circle, and 
wherever he went, his presence of itself, appeared to possess galvanic power, which. 
operated immediatel~ in distending the muscles of ev~ry faA!e. . .. 

"Gentlemen !" said Wayne, at the conclusion of hiS ditty, With an air of Impres­
live solemnity, "it is my painful duty to communicate to you my appreheRsions, 
that we have an indiYidual among us of the most suspicious chsracter; an individual, 
who, so far from entering into our proceedings with that degree of hilarity and good­
fellowship which are the guarantees ef honest intentione, has preserved a doggell 
silence, and haG moreover given more than one indication that he is incapable of 
appreciating the sentimeDt of our enlightened proceedings; in short, gentlemen, he is 
a creature, as a man may say, without a soul. Genlle.nen," continuf'd the speaker, 
after the bllZZ of surprize and rapid scrutiny which sweptt he circle from man to­
man, upon this startling communication, was over, "geDlleman, the nature of our 
enterprize, the peculiarity of our situation, demands our utmost care, and T ap/peal 
to your intelligence, if an indiVidual be found in thiR company, guilty of the demeanor 
I have charged him with, shall he not forthwith be summoned before this bar. arraigned 
for examination, and, if nf'cessarv, I will add, for punishment 1" 

" Yes, Yes, where is he 1 Who is he 1" shouted a dozen voices, while some 
of the bronzed faces around frowned stern resentmenll.," 

Wayne turned, and afler looking fixedly at John Robbins for several moments, 
as if it pained him to perform his duty, at length broke silence. "John Robbins, I 
command you 10 produce the body of an individual now in your possession, 
cOOlll1only known as dog Jack, that he may answer to the charge now about to be 
preferred against him." 

At this conclusion, the whole company broke into a gpneral peal of laughter, in 
,:",~ich John Robbins,. whe was relieved frOID his temporary uneasiness, heartily 
JOined . 

.. McFar}ey, arraign the culprit." cried Wayne, in a steIn t8l1e, which thougb 
apparently intended to check the levity of the group, only elicited another burst 
of merrimf'nt 

Jack was lifted on the box by his master, and McFarley. who acted as derk of the 
court, made him face the Judge, setting him on his halln.hes, and holding up his four 
paws for th~ purpose of accomplishing a respectful attitude. 

The PreSident .then ~dl!ressetl.the offender at length, anlt with much dignity and 
force. Jack, while thiS was gomg oa,. never once altered the solemnity o( his­
demeanor. The only departure fr~m hiS usual stoicism, was an occasional glance 
which he now and ~hen sto~e over. hiS shoulder at McFarley, who was holding him. 
A t length the Prelld.ent fiDlshed hiS address, and wound up by saying, that" as mercy 
was the dlVlnest attnbute of dogs as ~ell as m~n, he .would forgive him for thi" first 
offence, and allow him an oP.po.rtnnIlY to retrieve hiS character, by making him an 
honorary member of the aSSOCiation." Saying which, he baptized the animal OD the 
end of the nose, With some of the conlents of the flask in his hand "to learn him .. 
as be said, "10 be a jon, good fellow." " 

Jack hall stood everything quietly, until tbil, but 80 B.oner did the alcoholic-



HISTORY OF OREGON. 67 

nauseate touch his nostrils, then he gave a sudden twist, followed by a spring 
which swept off the jug, carried McFarley to the ground, and nearly upset me, as 
he fl~8hed past where I slood. . 

A long, loud, and continuous roar followed this conclu!lion of 'he prank, and 
under conr 01 it, I drew off to my quarters again.' 

. T~is may be. considerp;d ~s a specimen of the el'ening enjoyments of the 
pllgrtmage, (barrmg the drnlkmg;) and I bave been thus p~rticular with tbe events 
of tbe first night, even at the expense of being cbarged with frivolity, tbat the reader 
may have a correct idea of all the variations and phases of the life that is led in tbe 
journey over tbe prairies. Many and many a time, even in the ebort period I have 
spent in tbis region, have I turned back '0 luxuriate in thought upon the delights 
of that adventure. I 

CHAPTER II . 

.Arrival of my Camp eqv,ipages-Outfit for emigrants-Grand Council at Elm 
Grove-Struggle of AmbitlOn-Rclult of the C()Uneil-Regulations for future 
Government-Evening scene in the Prairies. 

0)1 the fol~owing. day my men, wagons, and cattle arril'ed, and we were all kept 
pretty busy m makmg arrangements. McFarley and Dumberton both interrupted 
me frequenlly to secure lI,Iy aid to their intrigues, but 1 resolutely put tbem off on 
the plea of pressing business of my own. A meeting was held in tbe btter part of 
the day, wbich resulted in appointing a committee to return to Independence, aud 
make inqUIries of Doctor Wbitman, missionary, who had an establisbment on the 
Wallawalla, respecting the practicabilities of tbe roarl, and an adjournment was 
made to the 20th, to Elm Grove, at a little distanc. off, for the purpose of making 
final arrangemeuts lor tbe regular government of tbe exr-edition. Meanwhile, new 
recruits kept pouring in, and at the appointed time, nearly all the emigrants were at 
the designated place. 

As all the preparations wbich the wants of our journey demanded were now com­
plete, I Will bere furnish a description of them for the benefit of tile future emi­
grant, (for wbom tbese note~ are speci!llly written,) adding to them such other 
directions as the experience of the actual journey has taught me are useful and 
necessary. 

The proper outfit for emigrants is a matter of the first importance, as on it de­
pends not only tlac ease, tbe comfort, but even in a great degree, the success of 
the journey. 

Tbe wagons for the trip should be two horse wagons with plain Yankee beds. The 
running gear sbould be made of the best materials, an:i it should also be of the most 
excellent workmanship. Tbe wagnns should have falling tongues, as they have a 
decided advantage over any other kind for this trip. You frequently are obliged to 
pass across hollows, having very steep, but short banks, where, it will be perceived, 
falllllg tongues are by far the most preferable. The wagon sheets, inste3d of being 
painted, sbould merely be doubled, as painting is apt to make them break, and the 
bows should be well made and strong. It is best to have sideboards, and to bave 
the upper edge of the ,wagon body bevelled ontwards, so that the water running from 
the sheet, may, wben it strikestbe body, be shed down the side. It is well also to 
have the bottom of the bed bevelled in tbe dame way, to preclude any possibility of 
the approach of water to the inside. With your wagon thus prepared, you are as 
lIecure as tbough you were in a house. Tents and wagons sheets are best made of 
heavy brown cotton drilli,ng, and the latter, if securely fastened, will, like the for­
mer, last well all tbe way. You should take along with you lor repairs, a few ex­
tra iron boILs, lynch pins, skanes, paiut bands for the axles, a cold chisel, a few 
pounds of assorted wrou~h~ ·nails, several papers of tacks, a lot. of boop iron, and a 
punch for making holes In It; a few chisels, a bandsaw, a dra~Ing .. kDlfe, a couple 
of axes, and indeed a general assortment of tools, not .forgettmg an auger, al. they 
may all be needed on the way in repairing. All the ,light tools a man has, if t~ey 
do not weigh too much, should be brought .along. \\ ~en you reach the mOl1ntalD~, 
if your wagons are not made of seasoned timber, the tires becomes loose; but thiS 
defect is very easily repaired with the assist'ance of the hoop iron you have brought 
along. You first take the nails ou~ of the. tire, and tben drive t~e hoop iro~ be­
tween it and the felloes ; the punch 18 then mserted to make holes In the sheet IlOn, 
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and the nails following, and being driven home, all will be found as tight 88 ever. 
If your wagons are evell ordinarily go~d this will not happen at a.ll. Rnd you will ~ot 
perhaps have occasion to make II: repair of any consequence ~urlllg. the. whole tnp. 
Any vehicle that can pe.rform a Journey from Kentuck~ to M!ssourl. wllls.tand the 
trip well. In proof of this, there are many wagons now III use III Oregon which were 
brought through last year, though they were in quite ordinary condition when they 
startE!d from the Stattu. Beware of heavy vehicles; they break down your team., 
and light ones answer every purpose to much better advantage. T.he latter wil 
carry every thing you want, and as there are no obstacles on the road, III the way of 
lOis or stumps, or even rock~, until. you get more than. half way. (when you.r load 
is very much reduced,) there IS but lulle danger of aCCident. You meet wllh no 
stumps on the road, until you came to the Burnt river, and there they are very few, 
and you encounter no rocks until you get among the tail of the Black hills. and 
these are not formidable in their character, and only last for a short distance. From 
this point you meet with no more obstl uctions worth speaking of, until you reach 
the Great Soda Spring on Bear river, which is situated in the intricacies of the 
mountain passes. E.tperience has proved. hnwe,er, that the difficulties there, are 
readily overcome. If an individual should have several wagons, some good and 
sarno indifferent, he might start with all; the latter would go to the mountains, 
where the loads being reduced one half, their burdens might be transferred entirely 
to the strong ones, and the (ormer could roll through empty. It is not necessary 
to bring along extra axle trees, as you seldom break one, though you should take 
with you a few pieces of well seaoned hickory, to be used for wedges and for other 
little useful purposes. . 

TEAKs.-The best teams for this trip are ox· teams. The oxen shonld be from 
three to five years old, well set and compactly built, though they should not be too 
heavy, as their feet will not hear the wear and tear and hardships of the roule as 
well as those of lighter animals. This, though \Vell to be oh'served as a general 
rule, is not imperative upon the emigrant, as we had with us in this trip several very 
large oxen, of seven and eight years of age, which endured the continued labor of 
the task very well, though not so well as the younger and lighter ones. Young 
cows make just as good teams as any other. as previous to your reaching Fort Hall 
on the west of the mountains, it is merely the continuance of the travel, and not the 
hardship of the draught that challenges the physical powers of your cattle. To 
make cows serve all the purposes of oxen, therefore, you have only to hitch a double 
number and YOIl will go along as comfortably and as easily, as with the best oxen in 
the world; besides, cows in addition to furnishing you with a nutritious beverage, 
night and morning, stand the trip better than the male members of their species. 
Either of the above, however, are belter for the emigrant's purposes tban mules. 
They are, moreover, more easily managed-they are not so subject to be lost or 
broken down on the way-they cost less at the start, and they are worth four times 
as much when you arrive at tbe end of your journey. 

Those who come to this country with oxen, will be in love with them long before 
they get here. Their patient, gentle, persevering good will, are each a claim upon 
your warm attachment. They will plunge through th!' heaviest mud, dive into 
thickets, climb mountains, however great their previous labor, without the slightest 
refusal, and in their frugal habits are content with the reward of almost any pro­
vender-willows alone satisfying their humble appetites for days togetber. 

I would most strongly urge e.migrants to bring all the cattle they can procure; 
and horses among the rest, as with proper rare, the latter stand the journey as well 
as mu~es. If a person setting out would invest five hundred dollars in young heifers, 
and dnve them here, they would be worth five thousand dollars to him on bis arrival' 
and by pursuing the enterprise in the way of stock raising, if he did not wish to seU' 
he could in a sh~rt time make a fortune. Milch cows are exceedingly useful on th~ 
road, as they give an abundance of milk all the way, with the exception of the 
l~tter part of it, where, in consequence of the frequent interruptions of the previously 
lIch herbage, the supply some.what decreases. T~is edible is of great value to the 
t~aveller, ~s when lhlckened, Jl effec~s a great savmg of tlour, and its rich and deli­
CIOUS. quailtles afford II fine and nounshing food for your children. Its other advan­
tage IS, that the giver of it gathers it from the pastures from day to day and relieves 
JOu of any trouble of carriage, by bearing it herself. ' 

~Ve. found that year~ings, !lay even sucking calves, stood the trip well, but the 
objectIon to the latter IS, that they get all the milk of the mother. 

PaoTlsloNS.-As this is the moat important branch of preparation, it is necessary 
that we should bestow a careful attention upon it. Everyone thinks he mast eat, 
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and so settled is the notion, that it would amount to little short of a separation of 
80ul and body to be persuaded to the contrary. 

One hundred and lifty pounds of flOUT, and fifty pounds of bacon, must he allowed 
to each person, and this must he taken as a fundamental rule-a frotectifJc provision 
as the lawyers say, which must not be overlooked or departed from. Besides the 
above, as much rice, corn meal, parched corn meal, and raw corn, peas, dried fruit, 
8ug~r, tea, coffee, and such necessary articles of fuod, as you can find room for, 
should by all.means be brought along. Flour and parched corn meal will keep sweet 
the whole way, but corn meal only lasts to the mountains. The parched meal is 
most excellent in making soup-a few beef cattle or fat calves should be taken to 
kill on the way, as before you fall in with thtl buffalo, you will need fresh meat. Peas 
Will be found to be very useful also, alld your dried fruits by being brought out 
occa~ion.al\y, will supplv with their delicacy and nourishing qualities, many of the 
deprivations of absence from a seUlpd home. 

The loading, in short, should consist mostly of provisions. EmiO'rants should not 
hurden themselves wilh much furniture or many beds. It is f~lIy to lug these 
artl~les two thousand miles over mountains and rivers, through a mere prejudice of 
habIt and notion. A fllw light trnnks should be brought to pack clothes in, as they 
WIll be found to be better than any othE'r article for the same purpose; boxes are 
too heavy in an expedition where every pound tells in every hour of draught. 

All heavy articles, therefllre, should be left behind, with the exception of the most 
necessary cooking utensils, and these should be of tin, or of the lightest materials. 
If you are beavily loaded, let the quantity of sugar and coffee be ~mall, as milk is 
preferable as a heverage for health, ami, because, as I sai:l before, It tr~vels for itself. 
You should provide yourself with a water keg, and ~·ou should likewise have a tin 
can made after the fashion of a powder cannisttlr, to hold your milk. A few tin CUp5, 
(abjure all crockery,) tin plates, tin saucers, a butcher.'s knife, a shovel, and a pair 
of pot.hooks, will go very far toward completing your culinary arrangements, and a 
small grindstone joined to their company, to keep them in edge, will also lend a 
vallJable assistance to this department. There ~re many other articles apparently 
tritling in their nature, which must not be overlooked, and these the good sense 
of the pmigrant must suggest for himself. Such are cord, bits of linen, leather, &c. 
Rifles, fowling pieces, pistols, powder, sbot, ball, lump lE.'ad, and all the accompanying 
articles of destructive warfare upon gam", are, I hardly need say, of the first impor­
tance. Man's inheritance of rlestructiveness must be borne with him to this region 
aa well as to every other. The double inducement to carry articles of inherent 
usefulness, is their wonderful advance in value-thus, a rifle worth twenty dollars 
in the States, enhances to the worth of fifty dollUl's in Oregon, and fowling pieces 
increase in price in proportion. 

The clothing you take, should be of the same description used in the middle 
states, and enough should be laid in to last a year. Cue should be taken that, 
amongst the rest of yo.ur wardrobe, ~ half a dozen or a dozen !Jair of strong'shoes 
should not be forgotten. 

These directiuns will suffice to I!ive the emigrant a notion of his wants, and bf 
the means he will require to procure them. What I have omitted, will be supplied 
here~fler in the course of this narrative, and the remainder left unmentioned will be 
suggested as I said before by the intelligence of the emigrant himself. 

Un the 20th of May we moved to Big S!-,ring in obedience to the previous reso­
lution, and found upon our arrival there, a large accession to ollr party. Our num­
ber was now found to amount to near five hundred souls, men, women and children, 
of which 263 were men able to bear arms. 

Here was an enterprize of moment indeed! Tb~ greatest confide~ce ~ppeared 
to prevail throughout the whole party, and self-rehance and determmatlOlI were 
stamped on every countenance. Every now and then, as some rough looking back­
woodsman would swagger past, armed to the teeth with pistol a?d bo\~ie kll.ife, ?r 
squads of his companions skirr on h?rsf::back over the surroundl.llg plainS, r~f1e 10 

hand, and blade in belt, an apprehenSIOn would start upon the mind o~ tbe dlffi~ul­
ties to be found in harmonizing the incongruous elementl, and of subdUing them mto 
one reasonable, order loving mass.. .. , 

With the gathering of the grand coqnctl came the chmactenc of Mc Farley sand 
Dumberton"s struggle. , . 

After the meeting had assemhled, and the temporary officers of It had been ap­
pointe!!!, came the proposals of organization. The ripening of t~e proceedings to· 
this stage showed that the fdt gentlemen were not the only asplra~lts emul.ous of 
suprome distinotion. The strange assemblage was gathered from vanOUi secttons of 
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the country; they were agitated with !Rrioul.views. and naturally separa~ed into 
various cliques. Most of them had their fa.voTl~e plans alrelldy cut and drl.ed, and 
their nomine.s were al\ rudy to wear the chief tam's mantle. A stormy seS810n was 
the conse'lu"nce, and it was evident that the question of commandership would not 
be decided this day. In the middle of the uproar of the first hour, Dumberton, who 
had given his hair an extra intellectual rllsh from tbe fr~)Dt, and arranged the snuff 
colored garments in a style of superlative finish. managed to obtain the ear of ~e 
a.semblage. After having waved tbe crowd into profol1lld silence, he commenced 
a eulogium upon the character of Wasllingten: made patriotic allusions to t~e revo­
lution ailli the late W!lr, touched on t1te battle of New OTIe&nll, apostrophlsed the 
American eagle, and then wound up his int1'0duction with. very meaning sentiment 
levelled With great force and earnestness at the" iron armof despotilm." Imagin­
ing that he had fairly taken captive the admiration of his audience, Mr. Dumberton. 
of Big Pigeon, came to the point of his address, and gravely proposed that the 
emigration should adopt the crimixallaws of Missouri and Tennessee for its future 
government. ' 

No souner had the speaker delivered himself of his proposition, than Mc 'Farley, 
who had beeu chafing like a stung bull for the last half bour, sprang up. and rem~rked 
that .ince the gentleman fro.n Big Pigeon had found Ollt we hlld robbers and thlev~s 
among us, he, (Mc {<'arley) would move that a penitentiary be engaged to travellD 
company if hiS proposal should pa1ls., . 

Mr. Dumberton, replied with a savage irony intended to annihilate hiS oppo­
nent, that .. the gentleman who kad suggested the la~t resolution, would doubtless 
find himself taken in if it did." Mr, Mc Farley denounced Mr. Dumberton as a 
demagoguE', whereupon Mr. DumlJerton appealed to the Genius of Liberty for the 
purity of his intentions in a most beautiful apostrophe. 

But the Genius of Liberty not respohding to the call of the gentleman from Big 
Pigeon in time, some other fiery spirits interfered, aild shifted tbe dispute to new 
questions and characters, extinguishing in a moment the hopes and pretensions of 
the Big Pigeon and its oppo&illg faction. 

After some deliberation of a more quiet and sensible character, the council result­
ed in adopting a set of reeolution$ as its guiding principles, and postponing for the 
time the election of a commander and his aid., leaving the chief direction tempora­
rily in the hands of Captain John Grant, who was employed as our pilot for the route. 
An adjournment then took place with the understanding that we should start finally 
and altogether on the morning of the 2%d, and halt at the Kanzas river, for a finu 
organizltiou iu the election of the commander"and other officers. 

As the resolutions adopted are interestiug in a philosophical point of view, pre­
senting as they do the spectacle of a free body of people, 1'0luntarily assuming rC'gu­
lations and restrictions foe the common benefit and safety of all-and as they are 
calculated,to be of .ervice Ie future companies of emigrants, I wiI1 here insert them. 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE OREGON EMIGRATING SOCIETY. 

Resolved-Wher.as we deem it necessary for the government of all societies, 
either civil or mihtary, to adopt certain rules and regulations for their government, 
for the purpose of keeping good order, and promoting civil and military disciphne ; 
therefore, in order to insure \Inion and safety, we adopt the following rules anti regu­
lations for the government of said company. 

Rule lst.-Every male person of the age of sixteen or upwards shaII be consider­
ed a legal voter in all the affairs regulating the cQmpany. 

Rule 2d.-There shall be nine men elected by a majority of the company, who 
s~all form a council, whose duty it sball be to settle all d"putes llfising between in­
dlVlduals, and to try, and pass sentence on alI persons for any act of which they 
may be guilty, which i~ subversive of good order and military discipline. Tbey 
shall take especial cognizance of sentinels and memberll of the guard who may be 

_ gUilty of neglect of uuty, or of sleeping on their posts. Such persons shall be tried 
and sentence passed on them at discretion of council. A majority of two tbirds of 
the council.sball decide all questi0!ls that may come before them, lIubject to the ap­
proval or .dlsapproval of the captaIn. If the captain disapprove of the decision of 
the counCil, h~ shall state to them his reasons, when they shall again pass upon the 
question, and If the decision is again made by the same majority, it ehell be fine I. 

Rule 3d.-There shall be a Captain elected, who shaH hue supreme military 
command of ~he c?m,Pa!lY' It shall be the duty of the Captain to maintain good 
order and stnct diSCipline, and as far as practicable, to enforce all rules and regu-
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lations adopted by the company. AllY man who shall be guilty of disobeying orders, 
'shall be tried and sentenced at the discretion of the council, which may extpnd to 
-expulsion from the company. The_Captain shall appoint the requisite number of 
duty sergeant, one of whom shall take charge of every guard, and who shall hold 
their offices at the pleasure of t.he Captain. 

Rule 4th.-These shall be a.R orderly 6ergeant elected by the company, whose 
duty it shall be to keep a regular roll, arranged in alphabetical orlier, of every 
-peloson subject to guard dilty in the comJlllny, and shall make out his guard details 
-by commencing at tbe Hlp '8f the roll aud proceeding to the bottom-thus giving 
-every man an equal turn of guard duty. He shall also give the member of every 
guard notioe when he is detailed for duty. He shall also parade every guard. call 
tbe roll and inspect the time of mounting. He shall also visit the guard at least 
once every night, a1ld see that they are doing strict military duty, and may at any 
time give them the necessary instructions respecting their duty, and shall regularly 
make repo,-t to the Captain every morning, and be considered second in (;om-
mand. . 

Rnle btk.-The.1Japtain. orderly sergeant, and members of the council, shall hold 
their offices at the pleasure of the company. and it shalt be the duty of the council, 
upon the application of one third or more af the company, to order a new election, 
for either captain. orderly sergeant, or new member, or members of the cOlllncil; or 
for all or any of them as the case may be. 

Rule 6tk.-The election for officers shall not take place uutil the company meet 
at Kansas river. . 

Rule 7th.-No family shall be allowed t<l take more than three loose cattle to every 
male member of tne age of sixteen or upwards." 

I hardly need state that many of these remarkabkl regulations remained as from 
their very nature tbey needs must, a dead letter. The convocation, however. had 
;performed the chief bU3iness they were called to accomplish. and each man at the 
adjournment. sought his I\uarters with the conviction that he had taken part io a 
proceeding but little short in points of dignity and grand importance to the declara­
tion of independance itself. 

It was grey dusk when the council of Elm Grove broke up, and the ceremony of 
supper to which I hastened with a right good will. led me into the night. WheR 
my meal was over, I paid a visit to the tent of John Robbins, and of tel' passing an 
hour with his family. strolled out to take a view of the camp. Elm Grove is a spot 
situated in the plain of a vast prairie, and receives its distinction and its name from 
two beautiful elm trees that stand as solitary (7) land marks upon its surface. 
Though this was the first time I recognised the term of "grove" as applicable ttl 
but two trees. I felt willing from their extreme beauty to allow them any pre­
'rogative of definition tbey pleased to arrogate. The night, the scene, the stars. the 
air, were beautiful. The moon shed her silvery beams upon the white shEle's of 
sixty wagons, wh.ose arrangement marked the parallelogramic boundaries "f our 
-camp. A tbousand head of cattle grazed upon the sutrollnding plain. fifty ·camp 
:tires sent up their enlivening beams of c4lmfort and good cheer, the cheerful sentinel 
whistled a lively air as he swaggered up and down his post, the sound of the violin, 
the flute, the flageolet, the accordion; tbe rich note5 of manly voices. some in lave 
ditties and some in patriotic strains, conjoined to lend romance and excitement 
to the sceoo. All was mirth, joy, and contentment .• " save where some infant raised 
its fretful pipe," or where some party of infatuated gamesters were cursing the 
-treacheries of a game ·of chance. . 

I passed by the tent.f the Big Pigeon, and overheard a fierce discussion on the 
.new application of the YaOO power, as bestowed upon the Captain of the Company, 

. lind heard Dumberton denounce it, as "an ab~,rd innovation :upon a conservatJ\'i! 
system, and a most gross violation of a cardinal principle of political ~urisprudenoe." 
Mr. Dumberton owned d circle of most ardent admirers, who if they did not exactly 
understand the meaning of all he said. (a matter that w()uld have p'lzzled the gentle­
man from the vicinity <if Kit Bullard's mill himself,) wece most devotedly resolyed 
to firmly believe every thing that fell from his lips. to be sound -doctrine. Tbere are 
in all societies classes of people, who would rather a'dhere and sacrifice to principles 
th~y do not understabd. tban abide by propositions. howe\'er good, that they do. 
There is something to hope from a mystery which confounds the senses, bllt a pro-

'position that anyone can llnderstand is altoget~e>r beneath the notice of an aspiring 
imagination. 
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CHAPTER IJI. 

Th~ SlaTt-Crossing of Ihe lValpalu.ria-Visit of l'ottawattomies-Crrnsing of tlle 
J(lIw:as-Sinking of Ille raft-New recTllits-Calholic Missionaries-Electi"n of 
officers-Crossing of Big Sandy-an Indian visit-Cros8ing of Ihe Blue-tz 
thunder storm-Novd Tau after blankets-Meeting with the Osages and Kanza. 
-Grun and the Caw-Jl.lore rain-New organization and new election-Friends 
in the desert-The dead Pawnee-Buffalo-chase of an antelope. 

EARLY on the morning of the 22d, the signal was given for prf!paration, and the 
camp was soon in one universallJabel of excitement. Our arrangements, however, 
were not all completed until after midday, when the teams being all hitched, the 
cattle herded, the tents struck and stowed, and the wagons aU ready to take their 
places ill the line, assigned them for the route, the bugle, (blown by Jim Wayne, 
who g"lioped up and down, as an aide-de· camp to the temporary comma~er,) soun­
ded it, last signal of departure, and away we streamed to the distance of two milelt 
over the nndulating billows of tljp prairie, at last fairly embarked. for the region of 
Our fUilUB home. The countrf we passed through this day, was one succes­
sion of gently undulating swells, clothed with a verdure that 'e\'inced the rich ferti­
lity flf the soil. After a journey unmarked by any incidents, except the delays aris­
ing out of the confusion of a first start, we encamped about an hour before sunset; 
havIIlg accomplished but a distancp. of three miles. On the following day we suc­
ceed"" no better, only making in all, four miles. Ollr cattle gl\~e us a great deal of 
troulll", as they had heretofore been allowed unrestricted liberty in wandering over 
thp plains, and had not yet been broken into the regularity of all onward march. 
We (>lIcamped this evening on the hanks of a beautiful little river, called the Wapa­
\usia. a tributary of the Kanzas. It was but about twenty yards wide; its clear 
pellllcid waLers rolled over a "ebbly bottom, and its abrupt banks were studded 
with Ihe cotton wood, and a~h, which all some portions of its course, intermingled 
their foliage acrORS the stream. 

A" ;oon as we had fallen into our regnlar disposition for the night, and staked 
our ''')I"ses, se\'eral of us turned out with nets and fishing.tackle, to sweep and to 
ticklp tl,P, stream. But Lhough we were successful in furnishing ourselves with some 
amus"':tent, we were not so successful in the object of our endeavors-being 
only (oJ I tllnale enough to secure a few trout, most of which fell to the share of the 
fellJ"l~ d~partment of the expedition., I 

0" I he morning of the 24th, we made preparations for crossing the stream, bllt 
in c,,,.-eqlAence of the steepness of its banks, were obliged to let our wagons down 
with ropes, anll to uraVll' them up in the same ... 'ay. This was the first proof we 
hau. of the advantages possessed by the vehicles with falling tongues, for they 
wprp easily lifted ollt of danger, while the othprs ran against the bottom in their 
des""'lt, and one of them was snappeu off. Our cattle plungpd into the water 
with,) It any hesitation, and all crossing without difficulty, we were in a short time, 
regularly following our onward movement. We might have avoided all the delay 
and "uuble of this crossing, if we had searched a hundred yards farther up the 
stl'po,n, for there we would have fOllnu a practicable ford. 

W:lile crossing, we received a flying visit from three Potawattomie Indians. 
Thev "'ere out on a hunt, and were mounted or. superb horses arrayed ill saddles, 
bridlo·s and martingales. They stopped but a moment to gaze at us, and then 
SCOlIl'eu away at top speed towards the south. -

o I the forenoon of the 26th, we arrived at the borders of the Kanus river, and 
finding it too high to furd, were obliged to come to a dead halt, and to detote the 
rest of the day to devising means t<f-overcome the unexpected obstruction. Here. 
howel'er, the unfortunate differences which arise out of the vanity of opinion, pre­
nnteu the adoption of any practical measure, and the debate went over till the 
next day. On the following morning, 27th, a committee of three, received the 
delegated opinions of tho whole, and were directed to make arrangements for cross­
inggthe river. Content with the compromisp., the rest of us .... ho chose, went to 
work at fishing for a fresh dinner. 
~h~ committee applied to a Frenchman, named Pappa, who had a log house and 

a little spot of ground in cultivation at the crossin/r, and endeavored to hire his 
platform. But the old fellow insisting on the most unreasonable terms, no ar­
rangement .co~IJ be made with 'him, so the convention between Pappa an,] the 
plenipotentiaries of our r~pllbhc, was broken allrufltlyoff, and we were obliged to 
clImmence the construcllon of a raft upon our own account. This proceeding 
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brought the old curmlldgeon to his sensei, but not being able to regain the com~it­
tee, he threw himself open to the impatience of a section of our party, who avaIled 
themselves of his reduced offers, and commenced c'ossing before the main body. 
This gave great dissatisfaction to the rest of the company, and inftamed the ele­
ments of discord anew in the camp. On the 28th, Pappa's platform while crossIng 
with an mordinate 101ld, Ruddenlv sUlik, and several women and children came 
very IIP-ar being drowned; but s~me dozen or two of sturdy arms, soon brought 
them to the ahore, and the mishap was confined to the loss of some property 
alone. Pappa's platform was then slIffered to ftoat down the stream, and our own 
being now finished, we a1\ resolved to cross over afterwards ul'0n a common foot­
ing. On the ro1\owing morning, %9th, the general crossing commenced, but in con­
sequence of the great number of our cattle, it was not finished until the 31st. 
The ""ant of organization was the great object which retarded OUI movements. 
Whilp. we were lingering on the banks of this river, a number of wagond from 
the Platte country, came in to join the expedition. On the 30th, two Catholic 
missillIJ8ries arriv1ld at the ford. They were pilgrims through the wilderness on a 
mission of faith 10 the Flathead Indians. We treated them with eTery obsenance 
of re~pect' and cheeriully lent them the assistance of our raft. 

The Kansas river is at this point about a quarter of a mile wide, with sandy hanks 
and l!Uttom, and its water~ are muddy like those of the Missouri. The crossing, as 
I said before, was completed on the 31st, and the whole party were elJcamped safely 
on the other side, at Black Warrior Creek. 

Having now tested to our heart's content the evils of too large an exercise of the 
"!luj!est liberty," the desire became universal for the election of an absolute com­
mander of arrangements. Accordingly, a general meeting was held, and the or­
ganization was consummated by the election of Peter H. Burnett, as commander 
in chief, and Mr. Nesmith as orderly sergeant. 

This election took place on the lst June, and on the 2d we left our qllarlerS for 
an onwasd movement. Right glad were we to get away, for our situation had been 
very uncomfortable during the whole time from the 26th, aud our stock kept con­
stantly sticking in the mlld on the banks of this miserable creek. On the 3d, we 
travelled a distance of fifteen miles, (more than all accomplished during the previous 
eleven days,) !Ind on the following day seventeen miles more through a section of 
the most beautiful prairie lands that had as yet ever met mv eye. Tbill d&y's jour­
ney took us across a large creek with high banks, callf-d "Big Sandy," but in clln­
sequence of the thorough organization which had already been effected by our 
commander, and his prompt measures, it offered but little obstacle to our progress. 
We encamped at close of day, some miles beyond its western bank. ·While sta­
tioning our wagons in their quadranglllar order, and pitching our tents, we received 
a viSIt from some Kanzas chiefs, much to the terror of the women and children, 
who gazed with any feelings but those of admiration upon the grim visages of the 
warriors, made more grim by the bars of black and red paint drawn across them; 
or who looked with any thing but a serene sensation npon the threatening toma­
hawks and scalping knives which grinned beneath their girdles. These lords of the 
soil, however, were by no means disposed to be savage with us, and after a tempo­
rary stay, during which they received some tobacco aud a few loads of powder and 
shot, they retired in an opposite direction from whenco they came. On the fifth, 
we crossed the east fork of the Blue, a large creek which is a tributary to the Kan­
zas, accomplishing this day over twenty miles. On the afternoon of the sillth, we 
arrived at the west fork of the Blue, fifteen miles west of the branch we pasded 
the day before. We found it to be a small river about fifty yards wide, and con­
trary to our expectations,.it was fordable, a rain during the previous night having 
excited our apprehensions'that we should find it swelled into a torrent. Firs. 
driving in our cattle, we next propped up our wagon beds with large blocks of wood, 
and thus cOI!veyed them over safe and sound. The prairie on the other side was 
level and dry, and wo encamped quite content with the day's performance. 

Alas, our satisfaction was bound to be of short ~ndurance; for about ten o'clock 
at night, the sky was covered with a darkness so dense as to fairly ache the sight 
that peered upward in the vain attempt to pierce it. A close heaviness oppressed 
the air that portended the coming of a thunder storm. A stgnal was given to us 
by the guaM!!, and everyone was up in a moment to make all secure about his tent 
or wagon as the case might be; but white yet bustling about, the inky pall was 
rent in twain, and.a tremendous burst exploded over our very heads, that absolutely 
struck some of us to the ground. A sullen moan followed, increasing gradually 
into a wild .hriek of the element a, as if every demon of the night was lending to 
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the moment 'his croak of horror. At length the howling tempest atruck U8, ami 
'before we ha'd fairly recovered from our first stupefaction, several tents wcre blown 
down, and two or three which had been carelessly staked were lifted in the sir, and 
passed off on the breath of the hurricane like puffs oC down. I stood near the 
scene oC one of these mishaps, and could not restrain from a bllrst oC laughter 
whpn, as the canvass departed, a hl sband and wife jumped up in their scanty nigl1t 
clothes, lind on tbeir hand, and knees chased the fugitive sheets which curled over 
and over provokingly before them. My merriment startled the female pursuer, who 
()n discovering me and my roaring companions matle a rapid retreat and crept under 
the mattrass. 

The~e were not the worst of the visitations of the atorm, for the wind WIIS ac­
companied by a tremendous deluge of rain that tioodp.d tbe whole Burface of the 
prairie. and the entire platform of our encampmeRt; and it is not too much to .say 
that there was scarcely a dry inch of skin in it. Our condition during the mght 
was, consequeAtly, very uncomfortable, and it was not until a prstty advanced hOllr 
in the morning, that we had recovered from our condition. This learnt us a neW' 
lesson of precaution, which was to dig a trench around the tents on pitching them, 
60 as to lead the water off. 

On this day (5th,) we were encountered on our march by a party of Osage and 
Kanzas, or Caw Indians, in all the horrid accoutrements of war. They numbered 
about Hinety in all, and had evidently studied every means of making themselyes 
disgusting and terriblfl. They all rode ponies, and had their heads closely ~haven, 
with the exception of the stiff lock in the centre, which their politeness to their foes 
reserves for the scalping knife. The advantages of tbis international regulation of 
courtesy is obvious, for when a warrior has conquered a foe, instead of being obligecl 
to rip off his scalp in a tedious operation with his teeth, he relieves him of it grace­
fully and easily by the as~istance of his top knot. He is thus allowed to pay atten­
tion to a greater number of foes, and the natural increase which thus takes place in 
.deeds of arms, encourages the martial spirit of both nations. The exploit of this 
party had not been highly credit3ble to their character, for they had waged destruc­
tion only on one brave Pawnee, whom they had surprised and run down like a 
wild behst, but who, however, had wounded two of his pursuers badly:before he was 
()VerC0me. The miserable devils had his scalp with them, and they had also se­
cured portions of his cheeks and nose, which were distributed among the chiefs. 
They had ripped the former from the head of their victim with considerable skill, 
the ears being att'lched to it, and upon inspection, I perceived they still contained 
their unfortunate owner's wampum ornaments. 

The Kanzas and Osages are the most miserable and filthy Indians we saw east 
of the H.ocky '[\ountains, and they annoyed us excessively whenever we fell in 
with them, through their mendicant propensities. We gave to this party a calf 
and 50me bread. as they importuned us with great earnestness, stating, to strengthen 
their application, thaI they had not tasted food for three days. One of the chiefs 
with an ear of the slaughtered Pawnee swinging around his neck, approached 
Green, a stlapping Missourian, who stood leaning on his rilie, and gazing at the 
crew with a stern expressiun of mingled ;scorn and abhorrence. The savage im-
portuned him by s sign for some powder and ball. . 

.. Some powder and ball you want, eh 1" said Green, slowly rising (rom his 
slightly inoumbent position. .. Some powder and bllll, eh? Well, I can spare you 
jist one load out 0' here!" saying which he sigllificantly touched the muzzle o( his 
gun With his finger, and then slowly raised it to his sight. The savage hesitated. 
for a moment, uncertain oC the white man's purpose, but perceiving that the wea­
pon gradually travelled to a level, he stepped back and opened his hands, as if to 
explain the friendliness of his purpose 

But the hooshier's blood was up, and advancing as the Caw retired, he raised 
the but of his rille in a threatening manner, exclaiming in an imperative tone: .. Out 
0' my sight, you d-d nigger, or by-, I'll spile your 8calpin for ever." The Indian 
slou~h.d sullenly away, and Green, when tired of chasing him with his ey'e, turned 
-off 1D another direction growling: "I'd like to spend a few private moments with 
that fello.,,: in the open prairie." 

In addition to t~eir other bad qualities, these Indians have the reputation of being 
~e most arr~nt thl~ves in the world. They satisfied us as to their rascally propen­
sities ou takt~g thewdeparture, by the th.eft of a couple of horsel, which disappear­
~d from the .tlme ~f their leaving us. One of the animals was the property of the 
mdlgnaht Mls80urlan. 

On the 7tb, we removed our camp to the distance of half a mile further on, and 



HISTORY OF OREGON. 75 

resolved to pause the whole day in order to dry our goods and repair the injuries 
done by the previous storm. The night, however, ended most of our labor. for we 
werf! visited by another severe shower, which again flooded the whole camp. On 
the following morning we started off in the rain, which was falling in lorrents, with 
the determination of finding ground high enough to prevent our camp from being 
cODtinually swamped. After a weary a!ld miserable peregrination of five miles, we 
came to a grove of young elms on a slightly elevated knoll, which secured U8 just 
the advantages we sought. The rain still kept coming down, but after our tents 
were pitched, we were able to defy it. 

Several of us had caught severe colds by the drenching we had releived, and 
among the rest, Mr. Burnet was badly attacked with so serious an indisposition, 
that he was fprced to resign the command. 

On the 9th the clouds dispersed, the sun broke through them with its enlivening 
rays, and we started off at an early hour to reach a grove a~out five miles distant, 
where we would have superior facilities in wood and water, for drying our clothes 
and recruiting ourselves. We reached it about twelve o'clock, and making a 
halt, in less than half an hour, forty or fifty huge fires were roaring and crackling in 
the plain. After we bad thoroughly dried our garments and recovered Olu tiling" 
from their previous confusion, we turned our attention to supplying the vacancy in 
the office of commander. A council was held which resulted in a separation of the 
two divisions, one under the command of Captain Jesse Applegate, and the other, 
after adopting a new organization, elected William Martin commander. The latter 
division was the largest of the two, having in it seventy-two wagons and one hun­
dred and seventy-five men. 

On the 10th, we started out under this new arrangement with fine weather, and a 
beautifully undulating landscape beckoned us on into its fertile depth.. I rode on 
amongst the advanced guard on the look out for buffalo, and yielding to a spirt of 
gaiety and spirit in my horse, I suffered him to carry me far beyond the rest. Halt­
ing at length to turn back to my companions. I paused to take a momentary scru­
tiny of the horizon, when I suddenly perceived in the extreme of the south west, 
two or three little dots just waving on its edge. "Buffalo, Buffalo!" shouted T, 
waving my hand to those behind, and dashing off with a dozen clattering fast bll­
hind me in the direction of the objects. We were not long left in doubt a3 to the 
nature of the new comer~, for we were approaching each other, and in a few minu­
tes were shaking hands ~ith the mounted outposts of a trading caravan from Fort 
Larimie, on its way to Independence with furs and peltries. "'hen the wagons 
came lip, they were cheered by our people, and welcomed with the same enthusiasm 
that bails a sail upon the ocean after a juyless 30litllde of months. It being noon, 
and a brook runoing h~rd by, we insisted on a pause, and we accordingly spent a 
couple of happy hours together, after which we separated, and both moved on 
again. Surely there is something good in human nature! Such scenes as this 
go very far to destroy the injustice of the assertion, that man's heart is continually 
evil, and tBat he naturally inclines to it as the sparks fly upward. The converse 
is the rule. ' 

Upon our start, I resumed my position as a scout, and falling in with Green, the 
8turdy Mi'Jsourian, we kcpt company together. As we led the advance with Capt. 
Gant, our attention was attracted simultaneously by a flock of large birds hovering 
over some object on the plain, and occasionally stoopmg down towards it. For the 
purpose of ascertaining the cause of their operations. we Tode toward them, and 
on approaching the scene, found them to be a lot of buzzards feeding upon 
the dead body of a man. Upon a close inspection, we discovered it to be 
the body of an Indian, whose dissevered head, badly scalped, lay within a few feet 
of his body. It was evidently the victim of the war party of the Kanzas and 
Osages whom we had encountered a few days before. 

"I'd give another horse to have a turn with one of the niggers who belped in 
this '" said Green, as we turned away. 

The road was smooth all the way to-day; nothing within eye-shot, but a gently 
undulating landscape, relieved occasionally by little colonies of saplings, and cover­
ed with a generous crop of grass, in which our cattle found an elysiulD of proven­
der, We had another fall of rain on the evening of the 11th, but it was slight, and 
so far from doing damage, it scarcely occasioned inconvenience. ' 

On the 12th, as we were jogging along at a comfortable pace, the whole camp 
was suddenly thrown into a fever of excitement by 8houts of: "Buffalo! Butfalo !" 
At the welcome and long wished (or cry, several of us who were mounted, galluped 
ah.,ad to take a ahare in the Iport. On reaching the advance, our erroneous im-
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pressions were corrected by the information that the sport was over, and that Capt. 
Gilnt and others had Just killed a largl' buffalo, and were waiting until the caravan 
arrived at the scene of the exploit, to take charge of the carcase. J! turned 0111 to 
be a veteran hull who had been discovered by the hunters gr~zing by him~elf about 
two miles distant on the lead. The horsemen immediately run upon him, discharg­
ing th .. ir rifles to stop his career, and when they had sufficiently shortened tneir dis­
tance, drew on him their large horse pishlls. This proved effectu.I, Rnd the 
old soldier bit tne dust a victim to seven balls. He appeared worn with grid at 
his desolate condition, and his flesh, toughoned with age, provpd hardly an enviable 
refreshment. The old fellow had probably bepn left here in the sprin!: when sick, 
by the other buffaloes. These animals come down to Blue river in grcat numbers 
to sp~nd the winter among the rushes, which are abundant in the bottoms near tho 
str!':!.m, but leave in the spring. 

On the 14th, wc entered and passed over a broad district of prairie land, equal 
for farming purposes to any soil in the world; but it was all solitary wild prairie, 
and sparcelv relicvrd by the slightest rise or fall. 

For the last three or four days, we had every now and then seen an alltelope, 
but in consequence of the extreme shyness of thp animals none of us had been able 
to get a shot at one. To·day, however, Jim Wayne, who to his character of hu­
morist and musician, added the qualitil's of a capital huntsman and woodsman, 
brought in a young doe slung across the saddle of his horse, smging-

" :I[('rrily the wild stag bounds ~" 

with his gun cro~spd in the hollow of his arm, and his hat cockerl more gaily than evcr. 
,. Hollo, J.im !" shouted McFarley, who had just cam!' up, "so you've had some 

luck. I see! ' 
.. Y ('s, anil I have discovered a new method of making cheap bread." 
" Say II, my hearty!" 
"Bv finding doe to my hand in the prairie." 
." Faith an. you'll .timl it well kneaded too, (ncederl,) or my stomach's no judge," 

sa1<l the politICian with a moistelling mouth. 
"~hat last execrable pun entities you to one of her rump stakes, and I'll see 

that It IS be8to~erl upon yuu if it should be the last official act of my life," replied 
the hurnorlst \Vllh dlgllity as he mOI'ed on . 

.on the follo"{ing day, 16th, I had agreed with Jim that he and I should talle a 
skirr together, to see If we could not fall upon another animal of the same species; 
but ar, IIIcident occurrp.d in the cour.e of the mornin" that diverted our inter.lions. 
A shuut from the rear turncd our attention in that dl~ection, and splitli',g away at 
top speed, we saw a splendid buck antelope coming towards liS, followed by some 
of ollr dogs III full chase. He had been hiding in a little thicket on our trail, and 
Just as the last wagon passed, some loitering hound had caught the scent and sta~ted 
hltn up.. Instead of striking away from us across the prairie, the frightened animal 
came ulrect along the line, and ran down its whole length, extending over two miles, 
at a dlstan~e of not more than two hundred yards. It was a most beautiful, and at 
the same time a most exciting sight. Away he flew like the winu, at every mo­
ment the pac~ scouring in his rear, receiving new accessions as the chase advanced, 
and at the dIstance of every few hundred yar-ds a ritle would send its ineffectual 
messenger to arrest his course. At length, however, a large hound from one of 
the. foremost wagons seeing the squad approaching, ran down to meet them. The 
~ffflghted buck, terrified out of hIS wits, though plainly h!'aded off, did not sheer an 
lOch from hIS course, and the dog m!'eting him with a spring, seized him by the throat 
and tumbled hIm to the gronnd. The animal contrived to raise and shake him off 
before the rest of the pack arrived, but a rifle ball caught him i!1 the shoulder, a.nd 
he yielded to his fate by dropping first on his kn!'es and then roilIng Over on hIS SIde 
upon the plain. 

The antelope is a most beautiful animal, and perha~s there is no othpr creature 
in creation capable of an equal degree of speed. He \s tall, graceful, and stately; 
shaped semething like a deer, clothed in a hide of the sa,me .color.; ~nd Itke deer, 
the bucks have branching horns, though blacker and sm~l,er In then Size. 

r had a c:onversation over tht' body of the anImal, wnh an old back-woodsman, 
who told me in instancmcr tbe animal's fleetness, that he had once a very supenor 
grey hound, which was b~ought into contest With. one of .tht' species in the follow­
ing manner. The antelope and dog w!'re runn.Ing at Tight a~gl.es towards e~ch 
other, the former not discovering the hound IInttl they were wtthIn twenty feet of 
each other. The struggle then commenced, but the antelope shot away from the 
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dog with the most astonishing swiftness. The race lasted for a quarter of a mile 
each doing his best, but the antelope. ha? then outran the dog so far, that the latte: 
actually stood sull and gazed after him In utter astonishment. Yet this houn,· had 
often run down deer and wolves with eaHe. The antelopo is a very wary animal, 
and consequently extremely ~lffic~lt of .approach. His curiosity is, however, very 
great; ~nd th~ hunter adaptmg hlmseli to the hRbit8 of the animal, conceals him­
self ?ehmd a hillock of san~, or some other object, and putting his hat, cap, or hand­
k.ercmef IIpon the end of his ram rod, waves It gently to and fro to attract his atten­
tion. As 800n as the antelope sees .it, he slowly. approac~es, .occasionally pausing 
"':Ith a snort; then graduall~ advancmg agam, 801fts the air with the utmost suspi­
c.lOn, and though no breath IS heard above the humming of a mosquito, will some­
times turn .and dash off se~eral.yards, to return in like manner again. At length. 
however, his fate coaxes him wlthm reach of the trusty rifle-a crack follows, and 
down be goes.. He ~s not very tenacioull of life, and a 31ight wound will bring him 
to an almost Immediate surrender. Notwithstanding his exceeding fleetness, he 
can be run down wh~n very fat, on horsehack, if the chase is continued for twenty 
miles. My commUnicant, who had spent several years in the region of the Rocky 
Mountains, informt'd m~ that they were frequently run down by wolves, and that he 
had often snatched the Jaded prey from these carnivorous banditti at the conclusion 
of a lon~ ~hase, a.nd appropriated. it. to hims.elf. I found ~he flesh of the antelope 
very dehclOus eatmg. It IS very Jl11cy, and IS generally pn:iled above venison. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Visit of Pawnees-Arrival at the Platte-Its valley-Its stream-Buffalo paths­
Climate-Dodging a sleeper-Buffalo hunts-Buffalo hu7tting-Directions how 
to follOUl it-Buffalo meat. 

OUR course from the 13th to the 17th, lay up the Republican fork of the Blue, 
and at the close 01 the.-lRtter day we had accomplished two hundred and fifty miles 
from the rendezvous, giving an a~erage of ten miles a day from the start; stoppages 
and all included. The Kanzas country, which is the section through which we had 
passed, is nineteen twentieths very fertile prairie, but scantily furnished with timber, 
except upon the streams. This consists generally of elm, low bur oak, cotton wood, 
small swamp ash, and a few willows, and these as I said before, only grow (with a 
few solitary exceptions) on the margin of the streams. In consequence of this de­
fect, there are but few portions of it suitable for farming purposes. The whole 
country is very scarce in game, and we saw none (barring the veteran buffalo) but 
a few deer and antelope. 

The only description of smaller game we,saw, was a small kind of snipe, and a 
very few small birds of other descriptions. The carcass of a half· starved wild cat, 
killed by one of the company, attested the paucity of her range, among this descrip­
tion of prey. The litreams also were very niggard in their yield of fish. The road 
from Illdependence to this point, (the crossing point to tI~e line of the Platte,) is 
through prairie almost altogether, interrupted only by occasional swells, which are 
far from being an obstacle to travel. The only difficulties are experienced at the 
fords ul'0n the streams, which are miry, abrupt, and as I have shown, sometimes dlf· 
ficult to cross. You will, nevertheless, not be driven more than once to a raft. 

In the afternoon we encamped for the last time upon the Blue H ivcr, and this 
circumstance in connection with the rapid progress of the last three days, put us in 
a most excellent humor with ourselves. While we were employed in the usual 
duties and amusements of such a pause, we received the visit of a large party of 
Pawnees, who approached us from the south, In which direction they had been 0!l 
a hunt. They had with them several packs of buffalo meat; the reward of thell 
expedition., They cut this when they bu~cher it,. int? ~ong, thin, and wid~ .slices, 
with the grain of the meat, and tben cure It by drymg I.t In the 8un. Aft.er It IS th~s 
dried they have a mode of pre8sin I it between two plt'ces of wood, which gives It 
a ver~ smooth and regular appesra;ce. They gave us of it '!ery liberally, and ask­
ed for nothing in return. These Indians are a much superIOr race to the Kanzas 
and Osages; they wear their hair like the whites; their stature is athletic, and their 
mien 1I0ble. While with us, they straggled freely through the camp, and. amused 
themselves very much by imitating our mode of driving tbe teams. We Informed 
them, before they left, of the massacre of &heir brother by the Ollages and Caws, 
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upon which they set up a. howl of wo, and ~wore revenge. with the most violent ge~. 
ticulatiuns. They left us as they met us, In the most fnendly manner, and we did 
not Huffer from their depredations all we had from those of their enemies . 

.. Hurrah for the Platte! tira la! tira la!" cried Jim Wayne from his mouth, 
and blew Ji:n Wayne on his bugle, as he galloped up and d~wn the line, ~n the 
mornillg of the 18th. .. Hurrah for the Platte! Good morning, Mrs Robblns!­
mornin, McFarley-come, stir about, bustle, bustle, we must reach the Platte to· 
day! tira la! tira la!" and away went the mad devil repeating the summons in 
every quarter. All was stir and bustle; the. Platte had long been sighed for a& .the 
direct line of roule that was to lead us straight to the passage of the mountains, 
and on its banks we had been aj!sured of fiuding a constant and abundant supply of 
game. Being twenty miles or more away, it was necessary we should Lestir our· 
selves at an early hour, to reach it before night-fall. We accordingly get an early 
breakfast, and soon the long line of the caravan unwound itself over the undulating 
fields, to span the main dividing ridge between this tributary of the Kan:us and the 
GTI'at Platte. We travelled all day without any interruption, over the finest road 
imaainable, and just as the sun was going down behind the bleak sand-hills on itll 
nOTlI\ern bank, we caught our firsl view of the wide and beautiful valley of the 
American Nile. Being yet two miles distant from its bank, we halted in the fertile 
bottom land, after having accomplished a distance of twenty· five miles, congratula­
ting ourselves with the prospect of plain sailing, and plenty of fresh provender, until 
we struck the mountains. This was all we had to console us for a cold supper, in con­
sequence of the complete absenoo of fuel where we were. In the morning, (19th,) 
we had to start without breakfast, in consequence of this want, but after travelling 
a few miles, we found plenty of dry willows to serve our purpose, and then made a 
most voracious meal We struck the Great Platte near the head of Grand Island. 

Thif was a beautiful island, lying in the centre of the stream, (very wide at this 
place,) seventy. five miles in length, and covered with the finest timber, while not a 
solitary tree grew on the south Side of the river, where we were. 

Having now brought the reader to the grand avenue, which leads the emigrant 
direct to his future destination, I will not trespass upon his patience by a description 
of every day's journey and proceedings, but shall content myself with giving him a 
general view of the route, its characteristics, facilities and extent; thus advancing 
with gr~ater rapidity to the main subject of inquiry-Oregon itself; and thus avoid­
ing the unnecessary repetitions of dIUrnal trips, nine-tenths of which would be in 
their description mere counterparts of those that went before. 
, The Great Platte, is one of the most remarkable rivers in the world, and when 
considered with a view to the facility its level banks afford for intercommunication 
with our PaCific territories, its value is immense. It takes its rise in Wind River 
Mouutain, (in latitude 421,) a little north nf, and near the Great Southern Pass, 
and runs dne east, with scarcely a perceptible deviation of course to the traveller 
along its banks, for a distance of 600 miles, to its junction with its southern branch, 
and from that point 300 miles more, when it disembogues into the Missouri, in lati. 
tude about 41'1, 30'. Like the Nile .. it runs hundreds of miles through a sterile 
wilderness, and like the Nile it unrolls its strip of green across the vastness of the 
desert, and is the father of all the vegetation near it. I n the way of navigation, it 
is useless; its waters being too shallow in great portions of it even to float a canoe, 
and in the winter it is bound in ice. Its banks are low and sandy, its waters mud­
dy like the Missouri, and its current very rapid. In consequence of its shallowness 
it is very easy to ford, except when rams hue swollen the stream, and then its ad­
ditional force makes it in places extremely dangerous. Though it varies greatly as 
to width, its average· breadth is about two miles, and its centre is frequently diversi­
fied with most beautiful islands, large and small, covered with the finest trees whose 
rich and c1uRtering foliage contrast splendidly with the sand-hills and wide prairie 
plains on either side. On each Ride of the river, and at the distance of about three 
miles from either bank, run a continuous line of sand-hills, From the foot of these, 
to the water's edge, is spread a sheet of lively verdure, and on the other side, the 
boundless level ill only lost in the line of the horizon. 

Th.e banks of the Platte are generally devoid of trees, and we lIuffered a great 
scarcity of wood previous to .reaching Fort Larimie in consequence; but we fre­
quently found bunches of Willows, and more than once, the remains of Indian 
wigwams of t~e same ma.terial, eked out a substitute for cooking purposes. Our 
general expedient was to pick up pieces of drift wood from the river, during tbe day. 
Tbese.~e co~ld ge~ at the expense of wading to our knees, and they supplied all our 
necessities With a little care. But little fuel il requiredii proper means are Dlleil ill 
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eon~l1ming it; and to proceed correctly, with a view to saving, II narrow ditch should 
first be dug in the earth about eight inches wide, a foot deep, and about a yard long; 
this arrangement confines the heat, and prevente the wind from scattering and 
wasting the fire. '. 

The "alley of the Great Platte is frem fifteen tEl twenty miles wide, beyond which 
line, on either sld~, th~ prairies lose a portion of their fe~tility, and gradually extend 
towanls the wes.t In and and eheerle_s wastes. The strip along the banks, of which 
I spoke before, IS filled With the most lUXUriant herbage, the sawl bills which bar it 
from the pl~in. beyoRd, are a~o\tt three miles through, and the outer prairie intermi­
liable. WlthlD. these sand hills you will find numerous valhes covered with a profuse 
llottom ",.egelatlOn, and leading by eas~ tracks from plain to plain. Upon the 
outer plaID, and somellmes ID the sand hills, you will find buffaloes and numbers of 
white wolvelt, and upon the inner one, ral!ge the antelope sud deer. When the 
Beason is wet, the buff~lo find pleuty of water in the ponds or puddles of the outer 
plain, and, consequently, are not forced to the inner ene, or to the river on its edge, 
for water. As the sll-mmer advances, and the ponde dry up, these animals gradually 
apprElBch the stream, and are fuund in numbers in the iriner seetion. As you go 
~Iong th.e ed~e of thl' river, you are struck with the Numerous beaten paths diverging 
In tec direction of the sand hills, and ~eadlDg aeross .he surface of the farther plain. 
A stranger is at. II 1~Il8, at first, to aceount for sueh aigns of population in a wilder­
ness, but, upon mqUlry, they are found to be the traeks made by the buffale, in their 
joorney to- the banks Elf the stream fer water. These paths are cut to the depth of 
8ix or eight inches in the soil, and indicate by thpir narrowness, the habit of the 
animals in these excursions to proceed in narrow file. In travelling up the Platte, 
we crossed one of these paths at almost every thirty yards, and they were about the 
enly annoyance we met with ul'0n the surface of the plain. They are servIceable in 
a high degree in one view, for they afford a I'prfeet lIecurity against your getting lost, 
YOUI simple resource when having strayed far away on a hunt, being, merely to 
IItrike a buffalo track, and you are sure to be ia a road leading directly to the river, 
by the nearest route. \ 

The whole road along the line of this stream, is doubtless the beltt in the world, 
considering its length. The greatest inconv.,nience attendant on its travel thdt I 
know of, is the unconquerable propensity it occasions in one to sleep in the day time. 
The air is so blrlDd~ the road so smooth, and the motion of the vehiele. so regular, 
that I have known many a teamster gil to sleel' t\·hile his team stood winking Idly in 
the road without budging a step. The usual custom with us when such a case as 
this would occur, was for each wagon in turn to drive cautiou~ly around the sluggard, 
and leave him to have his nap out in thA middle of the road. It would sometimes 
happen the slf!eper would not awake for two or three hours, and when he arrived 
,hat time behind in camp, he would either swing arollnd in a towering passion, or 
.link out of the reach of our merciless tauntings, heartily a&hamed. 

On the 22d of June we saw the irst band ai buffalo on the plain )lear the river. 
There were about fifty altogether-and they were on thei .. road through the sand 
hill~ to the river to drink. 'Ve immediately mounted anft gave chase, and being 
fortunately to the leeward, they did not get. scent of us untit we were well down upon 
them; then by pushing our herse& to tbeir .tmost speed, we managed to get near 
enough for a shot, and a general discharge sueceedeQ in bringing down two of the 
finest of the lot. 

As the buffalo is :!Iometimes a very importan(item in the emigrant's calculations 
for food, it will not be impt'oper for me here to devote a few remarks upon the 
manner of obtaining thelll. 

There is perhaps no chase 80 exciting to a sportsman· as a buffalo hunt, and the 
reader can readily imagine the tremendoys addilton its interest receives when the 
IItomach has been in rebellion for hours, perhaps for days, from the insidious 
excitements of the fresh prawie air. The mode of hunting these noble animals is 
",ery Simple. They are moat generally found upon the oueer range, grazing near the 
head of some hollow, leading up towards the sand hills. The light of the buffalo­
ie very d'111, but their scent, by its superior acuteness, compensates for this defect. 
You mu.t, therefore, always manage, if posRible, to get to the leeward of them, or 
you are almost certain to see the whole herd scamper off bf.fore you arrive in pulling 
distance. As an instance of thie, lone day SilW a band of about a hundred buffaloes 
at two miles distance on the opposite side of the riTer running up its line on a par­
allel with our train. They did not flee us, but the wind being (rom O'll side, they 
caught the scent when about opposite our centre, upon which they turned olf 
instandy at a right angle and scoured away like mad. ApprDach them to the leeward, 
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however, and you are almost certain to get ~ithin easy. shooting distance .. When 
you have discovered a herd close up to the hne of the hills, you should stall on your 
horses in some hollow near at hand, (but out of sight,) and then creep cautiou.ly up 
to your position, pick out your animals, and fice, aile at a tim~, in slow. succession. 
If you give them a volley. they directly scamper off, and a rapid successIon of shots 
is followed by the same result; but if you load and fire ~Iowly, you may kill seversl 
before the whole herd take alarm. I have seen three or four reel down, or bound 
into the air and fall without excitinO' any attention from their indifferent com­
panions. When yo~ have fired. as often as you can, with effect. from the posi­
tion you have taken, and the ammals have moved beyond your reach, you should 
basten to your horses, mount with all speed. and approach as near a.5 possible 
without showing yourselves; but when you do, put your horses ull to the top of 
their speed and away after the game as fast as you can go. You may dash at a 
band of buffaloes not more than a hundred yards off, and though you may think you 
are about to plunge into the v~ry midst of them ill ~ moment, you will 6nd if y~ur 
borse is not well down to hiS work. that they Will slip away like legerdemam. 
Though they appea~ to run .awkwardlv, they contrive to '.'Iet the links out ., in 
pretty quick succeSSion, and If you suffer them to get any kmd of a start. you must 
expect to have a hard run to overtake them. The better plan, therefore, is to put 
your horse to the top of his speed at once, and thus by bringing the matter to a 
climax. you obviate the inconvenience of being drawn to a distance from the camp, 
and of making your jaded steed carry a wearisome load several miles back. 

If you hit a bull from cover and he sep.s no enemy, he will at once lie dawn, but 
if you press him on the open plain, when injured, he will resent the wrong. turn 
short round, bow his neck and waving his tail to and fro over his back, face you fQr 
a 6ght. At this crisis of affairs, it is well to show him some respect, and keep at a 
convenient distance. If you will content yourself with fifty yards he will stand and 
receive your fire all day. As soon as you bring him once at bay you are sure of 
him, for you may fire as often as you please, and the only indication he gives before 
going down. of having' recei"ed a wound, is by a furious kicking at the assaults of 
his deadly visitant. You must not attempt to kill him by shooting at his head, ror 
yon will only spatter your ineffectual lead upon his frontal bone, but shoot him behind 
the shoulder at the bulge of the ribs, or just below the back bone in the same 
latitud~, and you will pass your ball directlv through the thick part of the lungs. 
This is the most deadly of all shots, for the Bow of blood stifles his respiration and 
suffocates him at once. When excited these animals are very hard to kill, and unless 
when wounded in this fatal spot, I have seen them so tenacious of existence as 
to live for hours, even With two or three bullets through their hearts. 

The animal though it generally Bies pursuit, is capable of the most romantic deeds 
of daring. An instance of this kind occurred on the 27th of June. We had slopped 
our wagons at noon within half a mile of the river, and while enjoying the comforts 
of our mid-day meal, we discovered seven large buffalo bulls IIlowly mo"ing up the 
opposite shore of the river. When they got directly oppos:te our encampment, 
they turned and plunged suddenly into the stream and swam directly towards us as 
straight as they could come, in the face of wagons, team, cattle, horaes, men and 
all. Every man prepared his gun, and those on the extreme ends of the line, 
stretched down to the bank of the river, thus forming a complete semicircle of death 
for their reception. Notwithstanding we were thus prepared for their approach, we 
all felt certain they would turn tail and recross the river; but to our complete as­
tonishment, on they came, regardless of our grim and threatening array. They 
were received with a tremendous bombardlDent, and down went every bellowing 
vagabond to the ground. Several of them rose to their feet, but the storm of death 
bore them back again upon the sad and not a single one escaped to profit by this 
lesson of imprudence. 

There i~ perhaps no flesh more delicioull to a traveller's appetite than buffalo 
meat, parhcularly t.hat cut from a Cat young buffalo cow; and i: has the peculiar 
advant~ge of allowmg you to eat as much as you pleaBe without either surfeit or 
oppression. I sball never forget the exquisite melll I made on the evening of the 
tirst of J~ne. I had been out hunting all day, was very weary, and as hungry as a 
whole wildernes~ of tigers. Out of compassion (or my complete fatigue, Mrs 
BurneLt cook.ed Stx large slices from a (at young buffalo for my supper. Myextrava­
gant hunger lIId~ced .me to believe when I first saw the formidable array served up, 
that I could readily dl8pose of three of them. I did eat three of them, but I found 
t~ey were but ~he prologue to the (ourth, the fourth to the fifth, and that to the 
alX1h, and I verily believe that had the line stretched out to the crack of doom," 
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i 11~\6 have staked my fate upon anather and another collop of the prairie king. 
This story hardly does me' credit, but the worst is yet to come, for two hours af­
terward, I ~hnred the supper of Dumherlall, and 'On passing Volptain Ganl's tent 
on my way home, I accepted an invitation f.rom him to a bit of broiled tongue j yet 
even after tsis, I went to bed with an unsatislied itppet·ite. I am no cormoraut 
though I must admit I acted very much like one on this occasion. My only con so: 
lation and excuse, however, is that I was not a siD.gle i.nstance (If vorac~ty ill my 
attacks upen broiled @uflalo meat. 

CHAPTER V. 

Progress of trare/-Grand complimentary ba.ll to the Ror.ky MOltntl!ins-Route 
through tke mountains-Its poi7!.ts-lts g~1!erlll charl1.cter-Passllge through the 
pau-.-lrrillal in Gregol/.. 

ON the 2gth af June, we cressed the S(!)uth fork of ~he Platte. On the 1st of July 
we crossed the north fOl'k at a .dlstance of thirty-one miles frem the passa!1e the 
day but one before, and tlten proceeded along its northern bank for a periO<.! ~f nine 
days, passing in succession the PQin:s 011 the rOllte known as" Cedar Gro\'e," •• the 
Solitary Tower," "the Chimney," and" Scott's Bluffs," un~1 we arrived at Fort 
Larimie en the 9th; thus averaging, from the time of ellr crossing the south fork 
(In the morning of the 29th of June, about sixteen miles a day. During this period, 
and this space of march, the weather was uninterruptedly Hne, the thermometer 
unging from 74° to 830

, and the face of the road s\lffering no sensible variation. 
We paused for a day at Fort Larimie, and resllmed our march on the morning of 
the 11th. From this point thereout, we sulfered no furtBer scardty of timber, but 
we now began to encounter a few more difficulties frem the surface of the road. 
This we found to be interrupted by bolder undulations, and aftel' we had travelled 
eight [miles further westward, we came' to the debris, as it may he called, of the 
Black Hills, whase occasional abrupt inclinations, new and tReH caused our teams 
a little extra straining, but did not require us to resort te double ones. This lasted 
but for a short distance, however, and we were soan on a level ,route again. On 
the 16th we struck the Sweetwater, a beautiful little tributary of the Platte, and. 
following its course for ane hundred miles, at last came in view, on the afternoon 
of the 30th, of the eternal snows of the Rocky Mountains. We still had an open 
route before us, and a portion o.f the day remained to avail ourselves of it if we 
pleased; but this event was worthy of the commemoration of an encampment, and. 
we itccordingly wound up the lioo ·two hours earlier than usual. The hunters of our 
party had been fortunate this day in obtaining some fine antelope and two fat young 
buffaloes, and we set out for a regular feast. '''''hen the meal was over, and when 
tbe prospective perils which lay in the entrails of those grim giants had been can­
vassed again <KId again, we br~ke fr?m all g~ave considerations to c~nsecrate t~e 
evening to memment. The mght was beautlfu·l, scarcely a breath stirred the alT, 
and the bright stars in ~he blue vault. ~bove~ looked brighter than e~er. The camr 
fires streaming upwards from the pralTIe plams, fi~oded the tents With their mellow 
light, and made tRe tops of the quadr,angular barricade of ~agons, look like a forti­
fication of molten gold. Jim Wayne s fiddle was at once 10 request, and set after 
set went in upon Ihe sward to foet a measure to its notes. Me Farley and the rep­
resentative of Big Pigeon forgot in the moment alt the bickerings of their ambi­
tion and formed two of a party (amongst whom was myoid fnend, Green, the 
Mis~ourian,) who listened ~o t~e Indian traditions of Captain Gant, and then told 
their own wonderful stones In return. The revelry was kept up till a late bour, 
tnd the result was, that the whole 'Party went to beJ worn out with pleasure and 
fatigue. From this point we pursued a dire.-tly wcstf'rn course, crossing in our 
rOllte two creeks called" Big Sandy" and." Little Sandy," and three or foor others, 
until we struck Green river, a tributary of the CGlerado, which empties its waters 
into the Pacific, in the Mexican bay o.f San F~ancisco. "'-e followed Green river 
down itd COIITse through the mountains for twenty miles, where we steuck a brancR 
of it called Black's fork. From thence we turned off in a westerly direction for 
thirty miles, to Fort Bridger. St.ill west we proceeded for twenty more, t? a branch 
of the Great Bear river, called Dig Muddy, and down thll! branch for thlrty-sevea 
miles of .fine travel, in a north westerly direction to Great Bear river itself. We 
now took up the course of Great Bear river, aad following it ill a north westerly 

6 
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direction for fifty~even miles, passed a r~nge .of hill~ whieh run ~own nearly to ill!' 
bank' and continuinlT our COtHS!! for thIrty.elght mIles more, arrived at the Great 
Soda 'springs. Frorn

o 
the Gn'at Soda Sprrngs, which we left on the 27th August, 

we took the course of a valley leading to the great dividing ridge between us .and 
Oregon and after passing up it to the distance of about forty. five or fifty mIles, 
came upon the wide depression of t~e mountains that was to lelld us into the pro­
mised land. This remarkable pass rs so gentle m Its slope, as to afford no obstacle 
for the heaviest loaded wagons; and, without any difficu~ty at all, our most cum­
brous teams passed through it into the valley of the Saptm, the southern branch ?f 
the Columbia. This natural avenue, though SUTIOtlllded,.nay, almost overhung. In 
parts with immense crags of frowning desolation, was covered, generally, with tho 
80rte~t and most delrghtful verdure that had for a long time met Ollr eyell. A 
beautiful liltle brook meandered through it; flowers and trees were flouri~hing 
aloner it in profusioll, and the sweet scent and soft air that floated in our faces olf its 
field~, half persuaded us that we were suffering the delusion of some fairy dream. 
Impaltent of delay, some dozen or two of us on horsebacit, plunged into the inviting 
BCetle, and led the way at a gallop to a view of the region beyond. 

W tJ soon arrived at the waters of the Portneuf, and from this point reined up 
our panting steeds to gaze upon the valley of the Saptin which lay at last he fore 
us. In an iustant erery head was uncovered, and a cheer rang back into the 
gorge to the ears of our companions,. which made ever~ team strain ~nd wa~on 
crack Wilh renewed exertIOn. It I~ Impossible to descnbe the enthustasm which 
this event createtl in our party. Each wagon as it arrived at the point unfolding 
to the view the region which had been the object of our dearest hopes and the 
occasion of our weary travel, set up a cheer, which taken up by those behind. 
rang through every. sinuosity of t.he 'pass and reverberated along the sides of the 
beetling crags which hemmed It In. Jim Wayne who was always "about" 
when any thing 'of moment was afoot, was among the foremost to reach the 
point of sight, and there, with his bugle which he had burnished and swung 
around his neck for the occasIon, he planted himself, receiving every wagon witb 
"Yaukee Doodle," "Hail Columbia," or "The Star-spangled Banner," and only 
pausing in the tUlles, to wa~e the instrument in the air, in immense sweeps, to the 
measure of the answering shouts. 

This passage was performed on thc 29th of August, and on the afternoon 
of that day we pitched our tents in tne valley of the soutbern arm of the great 
River of the We8t. The region we had passed through from the 30tla JlIly up to the 
29th August, comprised all the passes through the Rocky Mountains, and was by 
far the most arduous and difficult portion of the whole journey. We performed it. 
however, without sustaining any loss or injury beyond the bursting flf a single tire, 
and yet averageu while doing it, the distance of about twelve miles a day. In many 
parts of this region we had to move sharply to secure water and rllnge for our cattle, 
and the scarcity of game, forced us, so far as we were personally conct:rned, pretty 
much upon the resources of our private larders. Though consisting to a large extent 
of beetling rock, arid plains, craggy defiles and frowning gorges, Nature has provided 
throughout a large portion of this route, a continuous line of valleys, nlJurished by 
gentle rivers, whose fertile banks furnish abundant pasture (or your cattle, and pro­
vide a road from ~he eastern to th~ western limits of the Rocky Mountains and through 
the spurs of the intermediate regron, better than many of the wagon routes in some 
of the eastern state!'. The greater portion of this country, however, is a sterile, 
flinty waste, and except in occasional dots, and in the green ribbons that bind the 
edges of the stream, is worthless for agricultural purposes. One of the features 
of this section, of singular interest, is th~ number of soda springs it contains, of 3 

most remarkable character. They are sItuated mostly on Great Bear river, 3' tho 
end ?f the valley leading up to the pass. There you will find them, bubbling, and 
foammg, and sendmg up from their clear deptha and gravelly bottoms a continual 
dIscharge of gas and steam, as th.ough the~ were sunken cauldrons of boiling water. 
They are represented to possess highly medIcinal qualities, and it is said the Indians 
set a great reliance upon their virtues for a numerous class of disorders. One olf 
these springs makes a I.oud ~ubbling. sourid, which can be heard at a great distllnce, 
and there are others which eject theIr waters some distance into the air' and others 
in addition to these peculiarities, have a temperature above blood heat. ' To such a~ 
extent do these phenome~a prevail, that the surface of the river, in the neighborhood 
of those on the shore, II fretted for several hundred yards with large number. 
of them, some of which force their jets many inches above the surface. The 
scenery about tbis IIpot is wild and impressive; but though composed mOltly 
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oT. towering ~cks, tbe 'faithful bunch of grass still fastens to the vales, and offers its 
tribute of sustenance and refreshment to the cattle. 

On the morning of tlfe 30th, we performed our orisons for the first time in Oregon. 
For the first time in many dreary days the beetling crags of the Rocky Mountains 

ran their frowning baNiers in our rear, and a broad unbroken plain spread out 
before us. Our heat'tfl swelled with gratitude and joy, and with these combined 
emotions came a mingling of sllTprize, that the passage through the valley lind the 
shadow of that misrepresented gorge, had proved so slightlv formidable in its char­
acter. This can only 'be accounted for by the fact that most of the pioneers upon 
the ro~.e, from need of the experience of others who had gone before, in the dire<.;tlon 
of. the.lr preparations, Sf't out wit~out providing properly against the difficulties 3nd 
pTl~atlons of the route. Neglecting the important item of provi.ionl!, they have 
relied entirely upon their ritles, and their chance fo.r game, and the re8tJ!t has bepn, 
t~at their stomachs, pinched by occasional deprivation, have spread their dissatisfac­
tI~n to ~he mind, and magnified and discolored every difficulty and trifling inco/lve­
nlence mte a monstrosity of hardship It may readily be imagined, that a traveller 
on horseback, who was obliged to tly from rise to set of sun, over a barren paten 
o.f desert to obtain range and food, would be aftythiug but flattering in his dtsrrip­
ttons of the scene of his sufferings and peril, j but a well appointed <:aravan, carrying 
water in their vehicles, and driving their provender along with them, would enjoy a 
greater measure of cont-entment, and be inclined to treat the account of their way­
faring with a far greater degree of fairness and liberality. I do not hesitate to say, 
as I said before, that any wagon which could perform the journey from Kentucky to 
Misaouri, can as well undertake the whole of tbis route, and there need be no dread 
of difficulties, in the wav of natmal obstructions, of a more serious char~cter. 
I would be willing tt' traverse this road twice over again, if I possessed the weans 
to purchase cattle in the States, and this opinion will appear1ess strange, wh~n I 
assure the seader that -several Qf the female emigrants feel in the same way disposed 
for the pleasures of a sp.colld expedition. It is true. there is a good <leal of labor to 
perform on the road; but thl! weather is so dry, and the air '50 pure and bland, tbat 
one turns to it, as he does to the savory meals of the prairie, With a double alacrity 
4lnd relish. Besides, many of the cares as well !IS troubles <If a first eKpedition, 
would be avoided in the second. Experience would be uur pioneer, and the. con­
tinual apprehension of difficull ies of an unknown character ahead, would vanisn. 
We would not be continually harassed, whether we should abandon our horses at 
the pass, whether we should be out of provisions, or whether the route was pr"cti­
'Cable for travellers like us. at all' These ll:Jcertainties are rlispersed foreyer. 
Emigrants may come now without fear. They will find a r<lad broken to th~ir use; 
they know the quantity of pro\'isions they need j they know also thc suppltes they 
can gather by their ritlcs; they know that they will not suffer for want of 'v'\ter, 
and they have also been made aware that all the property they bring with them, is 
worth double its value a8 soon as they arrive. Fuel, it is true, is scarce at 60rne 
points, but proper care and a little trouble, will provide against any 8uffer:ng fur 
'want of that. 

You travel along the banks of streams all the way, and you can almost always 
reap a harvest of riry willow5 on the slIrface of the waters, and where these do not 
offer, you find an equivalent resource in the sedges of their sbores. 

CHAPTER VI. 

Arrivdl at Fort H«lt-The three regi.ons of Oregon-Salmnn FaU.~-T'te Saptin 
and the Platte-Fort Bctise.-Burnt River-The Lone Pine-" Woodman spare 
that tree "-The Grand Round-Scientific speculation of Mr. MC Farley-A fall of 
'now-An Indian traffic. 

WE killed a bullock this morning in a fit of extravagance, and after replenishing 
ourselves with a most substantial breakfast, set out with renewed energies and 
brightened prospects. We arrived in tne afternoon at Fort Hall'!l tra~ing post be­
longing to the Hudeon's Bay Company, on the Sn.ake or Sapttn River, and pn­
t:amped in 8 fine piece of tim~er land, u~der ~o.v.e~ of It.S v.:0o~en battlements. We 
pasl a most pleasant e\1ening In exchangl~g C1V.lhtl~S wlt~ Its I~mates, who were not 
a lhtle surprised at this tremendous Itruptlon In their sohtude. Some of the 
members told us that they could scarcely believe their eyes when they saw the im-
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mense stretch of our line, the number of our lowing herds and our squads of praneilJll 
horsemen and they inquired laughingly if we had come to conquer Oregon. or devour 
it out of hand. They treated us, however, with e"ery attention, and answered with 
the utmost patience and particularity, all our inquiries in relatioll to the country. 

We paused here a day to recruit our cattle, and when we set out in the morning 
following, (let September,) we received a parting salute from one of the guns of the 
fort and answered it with a volley from our small arms. Our journey to day com­
me~ced through a piece of country well timbered, and possessing a soil apparently 
capable of raismg the grains and vegetables of the States. I learned, howl!v~r, that 
the climate of this region is suhject to frequent frosts, the severaty of which are 
fatal to agricultural operations. of any m8g~itude.. . '" . 

Oregon, or the te.rr~tory dramed by the.Columbla, IS dIVIded by Immense m.ou.ntalD 
ranaeR into three dlStlllct regIOns, the climate and other natural characteristics of 
whkh are entirely different from each other. The first region is that lying alonlr 
the coast of tl:e Pacific, aRd extending in the interior to the line of the Cascade 
range; the second region lies between the Cascade ch~in and the Blue mountains, 
and the third. between the Bille and the Rocky mountalDs. 

The first of these has a warm. dry and regular climate, and it ill tbe abode of 
continual fertility. The second, or middle region, consists chieBy of pia ills between 
ridgt's of mountains, ~he soil of which is poor .. The timber also is very scarce upon 
it, and what there IS IS soft and poor. The climate durmg the summer IS agreeable 
and salubrious; but the winter brings witll. it frequent rains. Many of its plainl, 
though generally unfit lor agricultural purposes. are covered continually wilh an 
abundant crop of short grass, which renders it a liplendid field for raising stock, and 
for j!'razing purposes. 

The third region is called the high country, and is a mere desert, consisting of 
ridges of rocks of volcanic strala and alternate sandy vlains. It has its occasional 
fertile spots, it is true, but they are few and far between. Its distiniuishing featurel! 
are its excessive dryness, amI the extraordinary clitference of the temperature be­
tween night and day. This extremity amounting sometimes to a variation of 40 or 
even 60 degrees, is modified somewhat in the approach toward the middle region, 
but this outside section is doubtless incapable of being reclaimed to any great exten' 
by the hand of man" We emerged from the patch of vegetation around ForI Hall 
in a few hours upon wide barren plains of yellow sandy clay, which among its shor. 
and dry grass, bore nothing bul the wild wormwood and the prickly pear, with here 
and there some stunted cotton wood or willow. 

We crossed the Portneuf at the distance of eleven miles from our starting place, 
and still kept along the lower bank of the Saptin, the country remaining the same 
in its character-a desert wilderness except in the partial vegetation on its streams. 
We found the evenings now getting to be quite cold; the nipping air driving U6 t9 
our camp fires and directing our attention to extra coverlets; but the morning sun 
after getting an hour high, would give U6 another temperature, and lill evening came 
again, we would have genial summer weather. 

We reached tl,e Salmon Falls (or Fishing Falls, as tbeyare called from the great 
numbers of fish which abound in them) on the lUh, after baving passed through a 
piece of country still the same in its barren and volcanic character, for tbe distance of 
one hllndred and forty miles from Fort Hall. We here caught an abundance of 
fine salmon, and afler a short enjoyment of the sport, moved onward on our course. 
Our eagerneps, now that we had conquered the Rocky mountains, to get to tbe 
limit of our filial destination, was extreme. 

On tbe 14th we arrived at Boiling Spring. The country around this spot was 
wild in the extreme, the same arid, volcanic plain, Bowing its sterile billow3 on be­
fore us-a vast lake' of barren waste, hemmed in and bound by shorel of beetling 
crags and towering mountains. 

We were all the journey up to this point, still on the western bank of thll Snake 
or Saptin ri'Ver. but we crossed to its eastern shore above these spri.nge, and followed 
the course of the other side. As this river is of the same importance to the emigrant 
for his travel in this region, 8S the Great Platte is for the Western Prairies, it is 
~ese"in.g of a special not~ce. The Platte is a tributary II) the Missouri, and unrolls 
Its ~ovehness a~d vegetation from the Slales to the base of the Rocky mountains; 
while the Saptln takes up tbe task on Ihe western side of Ihil stupendous barrier 
and leads Lhe wayfarer in the same manner along its banks, uDtii it yields it& 
waters to'lhe Columbia near WalJawalJa. 

• Mr. Wyeth saw the thennometer on the banks of Snake river in August 1832, mark eighb,ea 
degrees or farenheit at sunrise, and ninety two degrees at noon' of the lame clay. 
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Another striking feature of similarity is, that the country on either side of the 
Rocky mountains is a dry and yarren desert for the space of two hundred mIles. 
Through these sierras roll the streams of the respective rivers, trellicing the vast lind 
naked wastel with their strips of fruitful green. 
. The head waters of the Lewi8, Snak!! or Saptin river, as it is variously called, rise 
In the mountains between ti,e 42d and 44th degree of latitude. Thence it flows 
westwardly, passing through a ridge of tire Blue mountains, and so on north-west­
~ardly to its junction with the Columbia, receiving in its way the Malade, the Wap­
tltacos, the Salmon River, the Malheur, the Burnt River, Powder River, and others 
of le88 8i~nificance: Its waters are very clear, and its current is, at some places, ex­
tremely swift. Th~ rapids on it are extensive and frequent, and in consequence, 
the'r!ve4' is 1I0t navigable, except in occasional spots of still water between. 

Fortr-eight milcs more through deserts sprinkled with volcanic rock, aod we struck 
!he BOise river. We had diverged (rom the bank of the Saptill into a valley stretch­
I~g north west, which brought us to the Boise. VI' e crossed this stream at its junc­
tIOn wl~1I the Saptin, and thence fmlowed the eastern bank of the latter for eight or 
lime mIles, until we arrive:! at Fort Boise. This was on the morning of the 20th 
~eptember. For the last twenty miles, the country had phanged its character en­
tirely. As soon as we struck the valley of the Boise, instead of parched snd sandy 
plains, cut rock and frowning crags, our eyes were gladdened with green vales, 
flowering shrubs and clustenng timber lands. The grateful sight was welcomed 
with a common spring of joy, and our wearied and hunger pinched cattle revelled in 
the luxuries of its heavy herbage. 

On the 22d we IE'ft Fort Boise, and after travelling over an excellent road for 
fifteen miles, WE' came to a creek in the iatter part of the afternoon. This we cross­
ed without serious difficulty, and encamped upon its western bank. Throughout 
this day the wind had blown quite cool from the N. W. and we had to suffer also 
from an impoverished and scanty range and a scarcity of fuel. 

On the 23d we !flarted off again with the same cutting wind thllt had visited U1l 

the day before, am1 which staid with us over night. (Jur road to day was tolerahly 
good, and after having accompli~hed sixteen miles over it, we brought our day's jour­
Iley to a close on the bank of a dry creek, with no water at hand, except what we 
found in a 80rt of puddle in its bed. Two miles further on would have taken us to 
a good encampment, with plenty of fine range and water, but the Indian pilot who 
had been employed {or us by ]Jr. Whitll~n was ahead, and out of reach with the 
foremost wagoM. 

On the 240lh we had to encounter a very hilly road, which retarded Gur progresl 
Illost seriously. The hills, however, were not high, neither were they rugged ·or 
abrupt, but they were frequent and thence our difficulty. We saw the Saptin to 
day fur the last time, for it now left our track in a bold northward curve till it re­
turned to the Columbia near Wallawalla. We were able to make no more than ten 
miles to day, encamping at the close upon another creek caHed Burnt river. This 
stream derives its titlA from the numerous fires which have consumed portiOfls of the 
timber in its banks. This cORsists principally of cotton wood and birch, which 
abound in its valley; and these are also intermixed with aspen and willow. The 
"Stream does not deserve the name of a river, hieing merely an O1'dinary sized creek, 
but as others of less importance claim that title in this region, it may as well be 
accorded to it. 

September 25th we started up the line uf the Burnt river. The valley of the 
fJtream is very narrow, at some points being not more than twenty yards across, and 
it is hemmed in by mountains on either side. Though it abounds in timber, quite 
n safe and passable road could be made through it by clearing out the space for a 
track, but to do 'Ihis effectl:lally, several crossings of the stream would have to be 
made. This coul~ easily be performed in consequE'nce of its IfrW banks and firm 
bottom, but we bad no -time to clear out the way, and .f late, the tortuou5ness of 
the roads had so scattered and divided our company, that we prooeeded heher 
skelter along in separate detachments, each fmlowing, as ·beat it cDuld, the carelesi 
~eBd of those who went obefore. We were thus betray.ed into many difficulties that 
might ha\'e heen avoided, if an Ot"derly arrangement had been preserved .. Sor~e­
~ime8 the turn onoly ·of a few yards ~oll'ld have s3ved ?s the most ohstfuctlve hills 
and hollows aAd I 8m informed that the course of the nver could have been aVOIded 
altogether by a-tmB to the left, whic:h s.trikes the .. r~iI ne~r Powder rive:: running in 
an extenllve plain, remarkable for a sohtaory tree 10 Its m1dst,. known as -:rhe Lone 
Pju.e_" But if ~bis shoudd not be the case,'" I wouldadvlss future emlgrant& to 

" It is 'the Cllle· 
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seleet some eight or ten good men to send on ahead, to search for tfle most eligible· 
route and if necessary, to clear one. ThIS wIll save them much trouble. Thft 
rangd froU: this spot to the end of ~he jou~nc.y is most excellent; the bunch grass 
is plenty in the valleys and m the ~Ides of the bIBs. an~ there are plenty of rushes 
along the banks of this stream. \\ e made but eIght mIll'S to day. . 

On the 26th, the road got worse, if anything, than before, and. after floundermg 
throucrh hills and hollows, for six miles, we strucl< a hili of most dIfficult ascent, that 
requi~ed us to double our teams. Yet even thiS hill,. as well ~s another still, more 
difficult, which we descended, might ha\'e been entirely aVOIded by an alivance 
of two hundred. yards faraher up the stream, where nature has furnished an easy as­
cent round the sides of both. This, however, was not dIscovered untIl all the wa­
gOlls had passeu. The above hill is the fiTst that we bave met in our road, which 
obliged us to double our teams. 

September 27th.-We were visited last night by a sha,p, keen frost, ~nd when 
we tUCII~d out in the morning wc found the shivering chill still li/lgering among the 
valleys of the surrounding mountains. This morning we emerged from OIU trou­
blous passage through the imllleuiate valley of the river, and strur.k a beautIfully un­
dulating valley which fringed with it" luxurious productions. the border of a lovely 
plain. In the mixed vegetation which here abounoed ill nch profltsion, we found, 
red hawes and cherries in abulldance, and also a description of elder berries, which, 
unlike ours, that are of all inSipid sweet, haye a delicious tarlness, somewhat simi­
lar In flavor to winter grapes before they are touched with the frost. In the course 
of the day we passed a Kiuse village, and after completing twelve miles over a 
good road, halted for the lIight. 

September 28th.-Our route to-day lay thr,:mgh a beautiful valley surrounded on all 
siues by the overtopping ridges of the Blue Mountain~, their huge bases clothed 
with immense forests of majestic pines, and their stupendous tops gleaming with 
everlasting 81l0W. Above their dazzling peaks were piled m grand confusionr 
masses of fleecy clouds, through the irregular breaks of which the clear azure of the 
vault ahove showed its softening contrast, and the sharp rays of the suo poured their 
floods of rauiance. But througll all the towering terrors of these mountains, our 
sweet little valley still wound on, offering its velvet verdure and its gende surface 
to f"cilitatc our progress. In the afternoon we emerged upon an extem,ive plain, 
which I ha\'e mentioned before as remarkahle for a solitary tree in its centre. This 
noble monarch of the plain is a magnificent pine, rearing its heau alone amid 
tllP level tJlank of the prairie, that bears no other ohject on its surface for miles to­
g€~her, higher than a slunted shrub. As we approached this lonely hermit, I eould 
not resist an impression of sadness, and the idea was forced upon my mind that it 
had stood there a sapling amid a millIOn of its kind, and that when centuries ago~ 
the mastodon and the behemoth ahandoned forever their somhre depths, the forest 
followed Oll, leaving this solitary scion of their race behind, to mark the spot over­
which they had waved their shelterinQ' foliage siuce the beginning of the wor~d. 

This splendid outcast bas long bep.n known to all travellers in this region as 
,'The Lone Pine," and it could not possihlv have received a more expressive and ap­
propriate deSIgnation. I was about six miles uistant from it when it first attracted 
my attention, and as wc progressed I kept regarding it with admiration, at intervals of 
every few moments. When but a little more than a mile off, I noticed that the 
leaders of ollr line were c i·rcling round it, and making demonstrations of an encamp­
ment. From the surface of the plain my eyes travelled naturally to the Ilummit of 
the tree, when I \Vas struck with it s unusual motion. I thought I "aw it trE'mhle. I 
was "~ized with a ~udden apprehension, but llllwilling to yield to it, I rubbed my 
eyes and looked again. In the next moment my horse was galloping at top steed 
over, the space that separate:} me from it, while I, regardless of the distalJce, was 
wavIng my arms to those around it, and shollting to them to desist. I was too late; 
before I had accomplished half the distance, the majestic monarch toltered for 
a n.oment. from Its perpendIcular, then sweeping downwards through the airr 
thundered m rUin upon the plain. I could have wept for vexation, to see this nuble 
lalld-mark, which had braved the assaults of time through a thousand winters, thus 
fall an IIlglorious victim to the regardlcss axe of some back· woods' Vandal. It had 
been cut by sume inconsiderate, emigrants for fuel; a necessity that eould have 
bl'cn more eas:ly and much better supplied, by a profusion of small dead willow& 
that were 1;trew.ed '1bout ; for the pine was so green that it could not be made to­
burn at all. Vi e thIS day accomplished eighteen milcs. 

S~ptembe~ 29th -\V e left the plain and its prostrate land-mark this morning 
lI.nd III the middle of the day enleted another valley, os rich In its fertility as the one 
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of the day bef{)re, and like it, it also ran between two immense parallel ral~grs of 
snow-topped mountams, the sites of which, a little way below the vegetation line, 
were covered with thick forests of pine to where their bases were lost in the hot­
tom swells. The range along here, was very superior, and the surrounding proofs 
of gene.ra.l fertility gave-eyidence of its being admirably adapted to grazing purposes. 
The sOil IS most excellent, but the drought at the same time, must often he severe. 
~08t of t~is beautiful "alley might be irrigated frorn the tributaries of Powder River, 
(itself a tributary of the Saptin,> seyeral of which ... e had to cross in following the 
course of this wide valley prairie. Twelve miles to-dny. . 

September 30th.-Travelled nine miles over an exeellent road, with the exception 
of the last half mile, which was rocky and perplexed; but this might have been es­
caped as we IIfterwards found, had we turned down an openill~ to our TIght. which 
we had rejected on passing, but which led thlough a smooth and easy pa:;Rage di-
rectly to the place where we finally encamped. . 

October Ist.-\Ve this day came te the" Grand Round." the name of an im­
mense valley. ene hundred miles in circumference, which will vie in fertility with 
the valley 'of the Missouri, or illdce..I, with any spot in the world. Trees of all kinds 
are sprinkled throughout its SUi face; shrubs, flowers. brooks, singillg birds, meadow 
lark. and other winged game, di\'er,ify it. with many other of the attractions of more 
lavi!h regio.ns, and its general temperature is guarl\l;teed loy the evidencei of its prodi­
gal vegetation. The Grand Round is nearly circular in its form and lies emhosom­
ed in the BIlle Mountains, which here, like their predecessors hefore described, are 
cove.red from bottom to top with lofty pines in studded forests. The bottom of this 
magIC circle is rich. level prairie laud, trelliced with crystal springs issuing from its 
surrouuding mountain barder. which, with but slight aRsistance from the art of 
man, could easily be made 1.0 irrigate the wholll surface of tile valley. 

In this region abounds a peculiar vrgC'table called Kamas root, which has a sweet 
and pleasant taste, and which is also very nlltritous food_ It is ahollt the size of a 
partridge egg, and is cured· by being (lri~e1 npon hot stones. We purchased large 
qUllntities of it from the numerous Indians we found in the vicinity. 

In this region also may be found one of tllP. most wOlld.,rfu[ creations of nature, 
existent in the world. This is a pond,. or well, of hailing salt water, hot enough for 
cooking purposes, and bottomless in its depths. The steam arising from it may be 
seen at the distance of several miles, and resemhlps the vapor arising from a salt 
furnace. It occasil)ned no small degree of cOl)jectlJre among the various savan! and 
philosophers of our party. and not a few were the opinions Expressed as to its cause. 
McFarley, however, gave the most satisfactory account of any, to the inquirers. 
He represented the meridian of Grand Round to be exacily opposite to Mount Ve-
8uvius, on the otber siele of the globe; th"t that tremendous volcano "had been 
burnin long afore Christ, and it stood to reason, as it eat deeper and deeper into 
the bowels of tbe earlh, it must eventually come Ollt on the other side." He heliev­
ed this spring to be an indication of its approach to the western surfnce, and that 
.. the superincumbcnt weight of water ul'on the spot was all that kept it for a time 
from burstin to a yent." He then ·added his deliberate opinion, that ere long, the 
area of the Grand Round wOllld be the scel!e of a trcmendous eruption and the cir­
cle of mountains whIch hemmed it in, would be the rim of its crater. 

This notion created no small alarm among some of our folks, and a \ery extensive 
opinion prevailed that it was better to move Orl. as soon as possible, and give Vesu­
"ius a chance. 

I should have mentionell before, that on entering the." Grand Round," we had 
to descend an abrupt declivity of three or four hundreu feet, covered with loose 
rocks, as large. and, in some cases larger than & man's head. This was by far the 
worst hill we had yet descended, but hy loc;'ing both hind wheels, and with teams 
tiO well trained as ours, we all descended in about three hours without hurt or in­
jury to a single soul, and no ciamage was done to our truck beyond a slight crush p{ 
(me side of a wagon body. 

October 2d.-We ascended a hill, or rather a mountain, at the edge of the" Grand. 
Round" and then descended it in all extensive declivity on the other side, ending 
at a .fin'e runnin" creek for which J could find no name, but on the banks of which 
we encamped. "'Both of these hills, the one at .the entrance and the other at the 
outlet of the Grand Round, might be better aVOided by turnlllg to the left upon the 
mountain side and passing them altogethe.r. ~e passed during the la~ter part. of 
this day, through large bodies of heavy pine tImber, and J WIll take, thiS occasIon 
to remark that the timber of the Blue mountams were the first conSIderable bodlea 
we had s;en since we IeIt the banks of the Kanzas. . 
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October 3d.-We were obliged 10.allY to ascend and descend three very bal! f1iITs .. 
and to pass over eight miles ~f a very r?ugh. and difficult road, a poni?n of it run­
ning through a track heavily timbered Wlt~ pme ... ~e cut through thlB a road for 
the wagorls, and it now offers much supenor faCIlities for th~se wh?, follow .. 

October 4th.-Tbis day our route stretched through tbe sull contInUOUS pme, but 
they were more sparely scattered than before, and our progress consequellLty wail 
more easy. The weather was cold and bleak:. . 

October 5/h.-A slight fall of'snow this morning brought us to onr heaviest cloth­
ing, and increaced tbe size of OIIr early camp·fires. ~he r?~d8 we~e excenent be­
fore us, but in consequence of two bad hills, and the dlsposlt)on to lmger round our 
fires, we dicInot make more than eight miles, after completing which, we went earry 
to camp. 

On the 6th, we descended the Blue mOlJlltains, by an easy and' gradual d'eclina­
tion over an excellent road, and encamped on the banks of the U matina river near 
a Kiuse village. This stream, like most of the rivers we had' crossed in Oregon, 
was nothing more than a good sized creek. Its waters were beautifully clear ant. 
its banks were studded ~ith an abunda,r,ce of cotton wood timber. We were now 
in the second region of Oregon, and from the moment WA h'ld descended from the 
mountains, we felt the di,fference of the two climates. The one we had left being 
sharp and severe, and this being mild and dry, and offering in its abundant gr3sses 
~uperior facilities for stock raising and grazing. 

After descending from the region of the pine, we had now come into a country of 
broad sanJy plains, intermixed with a yellowi.sh clay, productive, as I.have said be­
fore, of abunJaut herbage, but destitute of timber, except upon the margin of the 
streams. From this point to thA Columbia at Waltawalla, is between forty and 
fifty miles through continuolls plains, varied only with occasional hills of sand. This 
surface, except in the vallies Elf the streams, is san!!y and sterile, yet in its least 
favored sections it bears a description of scattering bunch grass, upon which tho 
cattle become verv fat. 

We found the ·Indians of this village very friendly, and exceedingly anxious to 
trade with us. They proved their Jegree of civilization and advance in the arts of 
agriculture, by bringing us large quantities of Irish potatoe~, peas, corn and kamas 
root, for. which we gave them in exchangf';clothes, powder, ball and sundry trifles. 
They ral8e a large number of horses, by the luxuriant pasturage of the surrounding 
country, and were continnally pressing them upon us for sale, offering two of the 
finest that we might select, for one of our cows. Seduced by the delights and com­
forts of this placp, after the weary wayfaring we had just passed through In the up.­
per region, we cetermined to remain here a day to recruit, and we accordingly gave 
ourselves up to a regular frolic, during which the peas, corn and potatoes, with nice 
spare ribs, fish and stp-aks to match, vanished from the earth like witchcraft. 

Let me remark, for fear that I may overlook it, that while travelling on the 
Burnt rivf>r, and while passing through the Blue mountains, we had much trouble in 
finding our stock in the morning, as they wandered off in tne bushes during the night, 
and often strayed out among the hills after the bunch grass. We found the road 
along this river, and tbrough these mountains, the worst of the whole route, and 
indeed, nearly all the bad road we saw at all. Lieutenant Fremont who came be­
hind us, and who had Mr. Fitzpatrick for a guide, went further down the Grand 
Round to the right, came alit at a different point, and malle his way through the 
Blue mountains by a route, which he states, to be more safe and easy by far than 
the one by which we came. Oor route, at any rate, can be so impruved with a small 
~mount of laber. as. to be quite practicahle, and even as it was, we came through 
It With our wagons In perfect safety, without evell unloading them at a single point. 
Many, If not most of the bad hIlls we had 1'8ssed, could b8'le been avoided or over· 
come, with II very little labor. 

CHAPTER VII . 
.Arrival.at Doctor W71itman's MissiolZ-Pel·plexity-Cdnjllieting Coo:nsels-Di'Oi­

oSlOn mto Squads ana successive departures-Progress of the Adva7lce Guard to 
Vancoul1er-Our arri'Oal at Fort Wallawalla-Arrangement$ with its Commander 
-Naval OperatIOns-Boat Building-the Grand Rapids-the FaUI-the Little 
Dalle~.-.the Grand Dalles-the Whirlpool-Death in the Rapids-General Cha­
ractenstles of the Middle Regiun; its Indians, their Habits and Pursuits. 

ON the Sth October, we moved on a.nd encamped in the' a.ftelDooo within twenty 
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miles. of th~ Methodist mission establishment, kept by Dr. Whitman, on the banks 
of a httle tributary of the Walla walla ;' but not finding the pasturage to our liking, 
we ":loved on the nrxt day a few miles further in advance, and finding a prairie 
offen.ng us all the advantages we sought, the seqtion to which I was attached, de­
termmed to make a halt for II few days, to recruit our weary and way worn cattle. 
~ost of the party had advanced before us and were already at the miasion, but we, 
In consequence .of our halt, which continued through a period of five days, did 1I0t 

reach there until the l!>lh. The mission establishment is situated on the north 
east bank of a small stream emptying into the Wallawalla, around which there are 
two or three hundred acres in good cultivation, ami on the other side of the stream, 
was the grist mill, where the Doctor converted his grain& into flour. It was in 8 

very dilapidated condition when we saw it, but the Doctor informed us that he had 
made .arrangements to rebuild it, and make it an efficient feature of his little culony. 

ThiS settlement ha~ existed here under the care of the doctor and his excellent 
~ife, .ever since 1834" and by his persevering industry he has fairly coaxed civiliza­
tIOn mto the very bosom of the wilderness. The stream on which the mission 
house is situated is from fifteen to twenty yards in width; its clear cool waters run 
over a gravelly bed at the rate of fi\'e or six miles to the hour, and its banks, ou 
either side, are ornamented with groves of flourishing timber, and flowering 
s~rubhery, that are the us.ual accompaniment~ of fertility of soil and geniality of 
chmate. The valley of thiS stream is about thirty miles in circumference, and is a 
favorite spot with the Kiuse for raising horses, numbers of which we found gallop­
ing about in all their native freedom over it. plains. 

Upon our arrivai, we found the pasturage in the immediate vicinity of the mission 
much eaten out by these animals; but a few miles further back, toward~ the moun­
tains, it flourished in unsurpassed profusion. We found at Doctor Whitman's 
every thing to supply our wants, and he furnished us with fine wheat lit one dollar 
per bushel, and potatoes for forty cents. His supply of the first gave out, but he 
had corn and potatoes in abundance. 

While pausmg at this place, we were agitatpd and perplexed in the extreme what 
course to take in relation to the arrangements we should make for the sllccessful 
conclusion of our expedition. We were assailed with various opinions from every 
one we met, and in the general indecision were for a time brought to a dead stand. 
Most of the resiil.ents of the mission agreed in advising us to leave our cattle and 
wagons ~t this point, or if we did take them to the Dalles or narrows (a point on 
the Columbia, 120 miles in advance) to send them back here to winter. Others 
told l1S that we coulJ not reach the Dalle8 with our teams, as jaded as they were, 
as we would find no range along the course of the Columbia. All, however, seem­
ed to think that it would be impossible for us to get our wagons, oT our cattle, to 
the Willamelte this fall. But we had already overcome too many difficulties to 
admit the word impolSible as a part of our vocabulary. We could not remain where 
we were for a number of reasolls. The pasturage in the immediate vicinity was 
too scanty; the width of range would not allow us to keep our stock together, and 
we suffered an additional danger of their loss from the dishonest practices of the 
Indians, who, if they did not steal them outright, led them olf, for the purpose of 
being paid to bring them in. Many of us were obliged to pay a shirt (the price 
uniformly charged by the Indians for every service) for three or four successive 
mornings, to get back the same animal, and this was a kind of tribute that if kept 
up, would make fearful inroads'upon our wardrobe. The majority of the emigrants 
therefore resolved to attempt the threatened dangers to the actual evils that now 
beset us. Accordingly they set out in ~quads, on successiv~ days, and before the 
end of the month, all had reached the Dalles in safety. What 8urprisedthem most, 
after the representations which had been made, was the fine pasturage they met 
with all along the way, and eepecially at the Dalles, where, we had been led to 
believe, the cattle could not subsist at all during the winter. AI the parties to 
which I now allude, preceded me, I may as well continue this anticipatory account 
of the ronte as far as it concerns their progress. They struck off in a south west­
erlv direction, leaving the sterility of the river's hank, and instead of perishing for 
want of range, their cattle even improved all along the way. Some of them left 
their waaons at the Dalles, and drove their cattle through the Cascade mountains, 
conveyin<'g their baggage and families on pack horses through the mountain paths; 
and some went down the river by the boats. Bllt the greatest portion of them con­
structed rafts of dead pine timber, B few miles below the Dalles, large enough to 
carry six or eight wagons, and upon .these floated sa.fely down to the Ca.scade~ on 
the Columbia. Their caule were dll'jlln down the Tlver's bank about thirty milel, 
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then slVam across and were driven down the other bank to Vancouver. Here the party 
obtained boats from Dr. McLaughlin, the Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company's 
establishments in Oregon, and returned to the Cascades (or such of the families, 
wagons and baO'ga(te as had been left behind. This method was found to be, of all, 
the most succ;ssf~l. By thE! first of December, all the emigrants had arrived a~ 
Vancouver, but the greatest portion of them had reached there as early as the 
fifteenth of the preceding month. 

The large portion of the emigration to which I belonged, arrived at Fort '" al1a­
walla, 011 the 16th October. This we found to be a rough parallelogram constructed 
out of the drift wood drawn from the river during the annual rise of the Columbia, 
in June and July. It is situated on the northern bank of the Walla walla, just where 
it joius the Columbia. We found a Mr. l'IlcKinley, a very intelligent Scotchman, 
in charge of this post, and at his hands received every civility and attention. 
This gentleman proposed to us a conditional arrangement, subject tu the ratification 
or refusal of Doctor McLaughlin, his superior, at Vancouver, in regard to our cattle. 
He rpprf'sented the impossibility of our conveying them to Vancouver, and to save 
us any loss, offered to take them for himself, and give us an order on the Doctor 
for an equal nurr.her of Spanish cattle of the same age and gender, ID the possession 
of the latter at the before-mentioned station. If Dr. McLaughlin disapproved of 
the ilrrangement, 1\1r. l\IcKmley was to hold our cattle subject to our order, and to 
IPc"i,'e one dollar per head for their keeping. This was a pretty acute arrangement 
of hi" as we afterwards found, but as it eventuated in nothing hut a temporary 
depril'ation of Ollr beast~, we did not have occasion to regard it as a very serious 
matter. As soon as this :urangement was made, we went to work briskly in huild­
ing boats from material which we sawed out of tbe drift wood of the stream, and 
havlllg all our preparations completed on the 20th, we set out on that day with 
r ndian pilots for our guides. 

The Columbia at Wallawalla, is a beautiful clear and calm stream, and about as 
wide as the Ohio at Louisl'ille, Kentucky. We made fifteen miles the first day, 
and on the morning of the second, passed in safety the Grand Itapids, olle of the 
most dangerous pomts on the ril·cr. From this poilJt to the falls, about ten miles 
abo\·p. the Dalles, we passcd through many severe rapids and narrow passes. At 
the falls, where the whole Columbia tumbles down a perpendicular ledge of rocks 
from a height of ten ftet, we were obliged to draw our boat from the stream and 
make a vortage of ahout three quarters of a mile, and then launch her anew. This 
was donc with the help of a rarty of Indiana, thirty-five in number, whom we ((lund 
at the place of our landing, and whom we employed to shoulder our baggage and 
carry our boat the necessary distance; giving to each of them for the service, five 
loads of powder and ball, and to their chief, a shirt and some tobacco. These fel-
10IVs appeared to understand their interests very well, and sllbserved them often with 
as ~lIch acuteness as thorough 1" ankees. Employ ali, or none, was the word, and 
until we had made a fair business arrangement with tile chief, not a lop ear would 
lend a hand to any of our work. -The chief spoke English very well; was a tall, 
fine looking fellow, dressed in the broadcloth costume of a white man, and wore 
Ill'0n hi. feet, instead of mocl'a,ins, a pair of very fine shoes. HIS authority ap­
IJe"red to be au,u:,ile, dlJ~ the ntoment he gave the word of command every thing 
was performEd wi~h the regularity of clock work. Our boat, which was a superior 
one, Ih'lt I had procured by psppciaI favor from Mr. McKinley, had now far out­
stTipped all the rest, and indeed, when we left the river for the portage, the remain­
der of the flotilla had been out of sight for several hours. After our launch, WA 

pursued the stream fo( four or five IIliles, when we struck the little Dalles. This 
i~ a narrow channel, rushing in whirlpools and dangerous rapids through two pre­
Cipitous walls of rock. Here we were obliged again to put our families on shore to 
lighten the boat, aurl to proeure some Indians to take her through the' O'orge. Be­
low this point, and between it and the Grand Dalles, we encountered ;oome severe 
and threatening rapids, all of which, however; we safely overcame. The Grand 
Daile" IS a narrow channel cut through the solid rock, over which it used to Bow 
aud fall, by the mere force of the stream. This channel is about two miles in 
l~lIgth, ~nd runs between perpendicular walls of basaltic rock, which fence it in on 
eIther SIde, to the heig~t of four or five hundred feet. When the river is low it 
may be navigated with but little danger, but if swollen, it is death to attempt it, and a 
portage must of necessity be made. \V e employed some more Indians here, but 
Isaac Smith, our lDt~epld waterman, insisted upon acting as the coxswain. It was 
fortunate for us ~e dId, fo~ w~en we were about in the Dluldle of the pass, the stroke 
paddle ~napped III two, pitchIng the Indian who worked it nearly over the bows 

, .' , 
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anll.lhe boat sulltlenly !wistell around and shot down the stresm stern forwards. 
Sm Ith alone was calm, and seizing a paddle flom the red skin neare~t to him, shout­
ed in a voice of authority, which danger sanctions in superiority, "Down! down! 
e~ery soul of you!" Fixing his eye upon a whirlpool ahE-all, he waitell until we 
reached it, and then adroitly strilting his paddle in the water, by a dexterous move­
ment whiopped.her head intI' the force of a circling eddy, and checking it instantly 
on the other sIde, before she could repeat the motion, our little craft shot like an 
arrow from the perilolls spot, head on again, illto a smoother current. Smith drew 
a heavy sigh of relief as he handed the paddle back, and sat down in his place with­
out evincing an,. ot.her sign of satisfaction at the triumphant resillt of his exploit. 

The ColumbIa liver above thIS pOint can never be made safe for boats of any 
size; the navigation being difficult and uncertain, even at low water; ano when 
high, as I said before, it is quite impassable .• But the lIay after our pass3"c, one 
of Captain Applegate's skiffs upset with thrpe men and three boys. Two"'of the 
boys and one of the men were drowncd. The former were ahout ten years old­
one of them being the son of Captain Jesse Applegate, and the other of Lindsay 
Applegate. The man lIrowned was an old man named McClelland, who steered 
the skllf. 

During our passage from the Wallamctte to the Dalles, we saw no timher on the 
Columbia riv~r, or neal' it, indeed no bolder vegetation appeared than a few occasional 
WIllows near Its brink. The Indians are numerous all along its line, and are exceed­
ingly thievish, stealing without hesitation everything they can by their hanos on. 
The reason of their being so numerous ill this quarter is, that the Falls and the 
Dalles are the great fisheries of the Columbia river, where immense numbers of 
salmon are annually taken by these primitive fisher.men. 

Before leaving this region, I will remark, that thp. portion we saw of it in our 
passage down the river, was of a description that should by no mean~ be takFn as an 
evidence of its general character. Beyond the immediate lino of the Columbia, 
which is a tract of blank, discouraging sterility, stretch numbers of fertile .plains, 
which, though "ot adapted to the general purpOSES of agriculture, prodllce a rith, 
continual and luxuJiant herbage, admirably ad~.pted to grazing purposes, and. indeed 
rendering it second to no region in the worlel for raisin" stock. Its surface is al­
most a thousand feet above the level of the sea, and it i~ generally a rolling prairie 
('ountry, with the exception of that portion about a hundred, or a hundred and fifty 
miles to the north, which is barren and rugged, and much broken with rivers and 
mountain chains. It is'in this ~ection that all the horses are reared for the suppiy 
of the Indians and the traders of the interior. "It is not uncommon," says Captain 
Wyeth, .. that one Indian owns hundreds of them. I think this seotion for produc­
ing hilles. tallow, and beef, superior to any part of North America; for with equal 
facilities for raising the animals, tho weather in the winter when the grass is best, 
and consequently the best time to fatten the animals, is cold enough to sa:t meat, 
which is not the case in Upper California. There is no question that sheep might 
be I aised to any extent in a climate so dry and so ~ufficiently warm, and where so 
little snow or rain falls. It is also the healthiest country I have ever been in, 
which, I suppose arises from the small quantity of decaying vegetable matter, and 
there being no obstruction from timber to the passing winds." 

The premium portion of this whole region, I have been informed, is the Nez 
Perces county, which takes its name from one of the tribes inhabiting it The 
region, however, in tho vicinit~ of Mr. Sp~ulding, an.A~erican missionary, who has 
an establishment 011 the Saptlll, a few mIles above Its Junction wah the Columbia, 
is thought to be the finest of all. He has a fine herd of cattle and a very numerous 
lot of sheep, and I am informed upon good authority, that his ewes have lambs tWice a 
year. The whole ~urrounding cou?try is cov.ered with a heavy buncl~ grass whICh 
remains green durmg the whole wmter. ThIS generally drle~ IIp du.rmg. the SUIll­
mer heats of July, but it is then as good as hay, and the shght rams l~ the fall 
make it shoot up at once, after which it remains green till the succeedmg sum­
mer. I saw it in Octoher as green as a wheat field.* 

• The following extract from the letter of Nathaniel Wyeth, in the report of tre .Committee 
of the House of Represrntath'cs on the Oregon Territory, February 16th,. 1838, will serve to 
confirm this description. Wyeth was the enterprisinO' trader who establ1she~ Fort Hall. . 

.. 'l"his country, (the middle region,) which a1fords little prospect for the hiler of the SOil, 
is perhaps one ofthe best for grazing in the world. It has been.mu~h IInderrat~d by travellers 
who have only pa,sed by the Columbia, the land along which 19 a collection of santi ~nd . 
rocks and almost without vegetation; but a few miles from the C!:olumbm, town~d~ the 1~llls 
and m'ountains, th" prairies open wide, covered with a low grass o~ a mos~ nutTltlO~s I[].nd, . 
which remains good throughout the year .. In September thele are sl1ght rams, at whle!, tnne 
the grass starts; and in October and November, there is a good coat of green grass, which rc_ 

I 
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While at Wallawalla I saw Ellis, the chief of the Nel Perces. He Bpoke the 
English language very well, and I found him to be quite intelligen.t and well. versed 
in the value and the rights of property. He had a fine farm of thirty ac~es 111 good 
cultivation, a large bal.d of caLtle, and upwards of two thollsand beaullful h~~&e8. 
Many of the Kiused have, as Wyeth says, hlllldreds of these noble amm'lls.. I hey 
have a great desire to acquire stock, of which they have already a consIderable 
quantity. and yearly go to the Willamette and give two of their finest horses for 
one cow. In a few years from this time these Indians WIll have fine farms and 
large herds of cattle. They have already made great progres8 in ci\'ilization, and 
evince a strong desire to imitate the whites in everything they lio. Thi8 is shown 
in a very remarkable degree, by their fondness fgr our dress, the meanest portion of 
which, strange 10 say, they have the strongest passion for. As I said before, they 
uniformly charge a shirt for every service they perfarm, and to such an extent do 
they carry their admiration of this graceful article, that. I have seen some of them 
with nothing ehe on under heaven besides, but a pair of old boots and a worn out 
hat, parading up aud down for hours wilh thll most conceited strut, as if they were 
conscious of attracting universal admiration. 

Grain growl! very well in the vicinity of Mr. Spaulding'S, as also do potatoes and 
garden vegetables generally. It also produces fine rom, but for this the soil requires 
irrigation. Mr. Spaulding last year raised four hundred and ten bushels upon four 
acrcs. The ground was measured in thll presence of five gentlemen, and its 
quantity accurately ascertained. It was SOWIl in drills. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

Arrillal at tke Dalles lIfission-Continuailon of journey down the river-Scenery 
(If the Columbia-The Cascades-Indian traditIOn-Arrival of VancouI)er-The 
Chief Factor-llI~. Douglass-Condnct of the Hudson's Bay Company to 
Emigrants-Jumpzng the rapids-Penalty of braving the Cascades-Stock 
raising-Condltion of the settlement at Vancouver-Prices of goods in the 
territory. . 

AFTER we had passed the narrolV and dangerous channel of the Dalles, we came 
out into a smooth and calm surface of river, over which our littlc craft glided with 
a quiet rapidity. Wc now for the first time caught a glance at a seal, occasionally 
popping his head above the level of the stream and as quickly witdrawing it on our 
approach, and as we flrogressed we found their numbers increased. This animal 
abour.ds in the Columbia from this point to the sea, and it is also found in conside­
rable quantities in the Willamette, below the falls of that river. 

A mile's sail from the fret of the Dalles brought llS to the Methodist missioll 
establishment under the charge of Messrs. Perkins and Brewer, which is commonly 
known as the Dalles Mission. 

The mission houses stand on a most commanding and eligible site on the south­
west side <!f the river. When you ascend the bank, the sward runs before you in a 
gentle and regular inclination for abollt a mile, when it joins a line of hiIls of mode­
rate altitude, covered with a profusion of pine timber, intermixed with some scat­
tering white oak. Just at the foot of the hill, and on the edge of this timber, stand 
the mission houses, and between them and the river, are sprinkled numerous Indian 
huts or lodges, whose rude inmates are the object of the missionaries philanthropic 
c.are. Immediately to the south-west, is a fine mill stream, and directly below it a 
rIch bottom prairie, skirted with yellow pines and oak. This plain is about large 
enough for three fine farms, and can easily be irrigated from the stream I have 
alluded to. The grazing in the vicinity of this spot extends in a circumference of 
twenty or thirty miles, and offers facilities at a very trifling expense, for raiSIng 
gr~at numbers of sheep, horses, !lnd other cattle, and the maat from the white oak 
Will support numerous droves of hogs . 

. m~ins so du.ring sum.mer; and about June it is ripe in the lower plains, and drying without 
bemg wet, IS made like ha.y. In this ~tate .it re~ains until the autumn rains again rpvive it. 
'Fhe herdsman can at a~ .t!mes lleep hIS ammals In good grass, by approaching the mountains 
10 summer, on the decliVitIes of waich almost any climate may be had." 



HISTORY OF OREGON. 93 

The J?alles mission is at the head of the practical nayigation of the Columbia, and 
I regard It II! one or the most important stations in the w hole territory. It. is a point 
whIch all who go up and down the river must pass, and I have no doubt that in a 
few years steamboats will be running between it ana the Cascades. In addition t() 
the facilities which I bave. already mentionetl, it has a mild and dry climate, about 
the same as tha~ of NashvIlle, Teunessee. It is slightly colder than Walla walla, in 
consequence of It~ nearer VICinity to one of the stupendous Titans of the Cascade or 
President's range, called Mount Wasbington, about fifty or sixty miles to the south­
~est. I was a.t .the. Dalles on the 23d of November last, and there had up to that 
hme been \I~ VISitatIOn of cold weather, nor no fall of rain heavy enol1gh to wet the 
ground two Inches deep. To thIS plaee, moreover, from its peculiar situation, and 
th~ characteristics of. large portIOns of the adjacent country, both north and south, 
Will all the cattle ~alsed in the second region have to be driven to be slaughtered, 
and ,here the Inhabl~ant.s fro.m above will purchase their genersl supplies. 

1 he bea~ty of thIS situatIOn ar.d the advantages it possessed over any to wlJich I 
had yet arrIved, deternllned me to leave my folks and effects ,h~re for a time, and 
make a voyage t() Vancou ver myself, to carry out the provisions of the arrangement 
1 had made with Mr. !\lcKinley, at Wallawalla, in relation to our cattle. I accord­
ingly set out on.the 5th of November, and continul'd my route down the river. 

The ColumbIa, betweel' the Dalles and Cascades, is a calm and clear stream, 
without a rapid in it, and as safe tn its navigation as the Ohio. The current is slow, 
but there is at all times an ample supply of water. The distance between the two 
points is thirty-six miles. Immediately after leavina the missionary landing, the 
river. which was about a mile .wid~, passed for two m~es through high walls of per­
pendicular hasaltlc rock standmg m square colcmns, sometimes of a foet, and some­
times ef two feet in thickness. These rocks, which are the same in character as ail 
that I had seen on the borders of this stream, were perp,omdicular in their position, 
except at two points where we found them gently inclining inward tovvards the 
river. After we hait proceeded some three or four miles from our starting point, 
the hills gradually ran towards the river's sides. Those 0/1 the southern bank are 
covered with pine and white oak, and those on the northern side bear scarcely any­
thing but scrubby white oak. As we neared the Cascades, the mountains increased 
greatly in height, and the pines upon their sides grew larger in their size than thodC' 
on the introductory hills, and became more thickly studded, until the meuntains were 
covered with them. We frequently passed tall walls of rock many hundred feet in 
height, that raised their castellated sides on the very brink of the river. In fact, the 
river is so shut in with these natural bastions, both ahove and below the Cascades, 
for twenty miles on either side, that within this whole space, there is no bottom 
lands at all with the exception of a single spot of fertility three miles below, and 
occasional scollops, stolen from the mountains, bearing in their semicircles nothing 
but the but of some Inliian fishermen. On our way down, we passed several rafts 
carrying the adventurous members of our expedition, their families and their baggage, 
and arrived there ourselves on the seventh. 

The Cascades are made by the Columbia forcing its way through the Cascade 
or President's range of mountains over an immense field of rocks, which at this 
point strew its bottom and peep above its surface. This point of the river bears 
no resemblance to the Dalles at all. Instead of being confined between perpen­
dicu�ar walls of basaltic rock, it is lined on either side by the slopes of towering 
mountains studded with evergreen pin!', and birch and oak. Immediately at 
the Cascades, the mountains rUR close in to the shore, but, as if satisfied with the 
experiment at this point, they start away from both sides to the east, and leave seve­
ral spaces of high, yet tolerably level land. As we approached the Cascades, the 
roar oC the waters fretting in their uneasy course, gave token of its vicinity, and the 
increasing current of the .river lent t? ou~ little ves8el an additio.nal speed. The 
growing fearn, and. gathermg obstrucllons 10 the shape of rocks In the bed of the 
stream, at length warned us to the ahore, and we were obliged to give out boat 
aaain to the Indians on the bank, and make a portage to escape tlfe danger. The 
;ater is here very deep, and the bed of the river is filled with huge detached rocks. 
with intervening patches of white sand. FroDl the compression of its volume in a 
trough of three or f?ur hundred yards, and its fall of one hnr:dled an~ fifty feet in 
the distsnce of a mile and a half, the current here setl downward With Immense 
force and renders the passage dangerous in the extreme. 

These roc~s are generally coni9al in form, and stand with their small ends up, 
like gigimtic hen's eggs, deposited in the bed of the stream. They are all worn 
smooth by the continual friction of the current, and many of them are from ten to 
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fifteen feet high above the water lev,e\. It,is a most be~utiful sight, .as the water 
rushes down with resistless ImpetuOSity, ragmg and f~ammg at the resistance made 
by these 'stubborn opponents tb the very centre of Its volume, to stand an~ gaze 
IIpon, from the commanding position on the northern ban~. In all th~ whIrl an,d 
turmoil of this watery Bahel, I noticed a seal or two occaSIOnally poppmg Up their 
heads on the lec side of the rocks, as if to make an occasional inquiry as to the 

. course of mattt!rs out of doors. The Indians have a (emarkable tradition in rel~­
tion to these Cascades. They say that about seventy or eighty years ago, they ~hd 
not exist at all, but that the river ran smoothly on under the side of a prnJcctmg 
mountain, from which an avalanche slid into its bed, ~nd drove it into its prpsen! 
fretful confine. This seems almost incredible, but appearances go strangely to con-
1inn it. The river above the Cascades has all the appearance of being dammed up 
from belClw, and for mlny miles above, yo II will see stumps of trees in thick squads 
extending, at some points, more than a hundred yards from the shore along the 
bollom. These have all the appearance of timber that has been killed by the over­
flowing of water, as you will sometimes see it in a mill dam., ~he tops of some 
of them approach to withm a foot or two of the surface, whIle III many places, 
others rise above it for ten or fifteen, What is strongly cOllfi!mative of their report, 
is the fact that you can fiml no sucb appearances at any other poillt on the rIver. 
It is certainly beyond dispute, that these trees could ever have grown there, and in 
absence of any other mode of accounting for the phenomenon, we must COllie to 
the conclusion that they have been drowned by some great overflow, caused by a 
convulsion, or a lapse of nature. On the south bauk, commencing at the foot of 
the Cascaues, and extending half a mile up the river, and spreading between it and 
the mountains, is a space of level land. about three hundred yards wide, which i. 
covered with pine, and is elevated, at low water mark, some fifty or sixty feet. Among 
these pilles, scattered over the surface of the ground, you will see numbers of these 
loose rocks, a portion of which have tumbled into the flood. It is also worthy of 
remark, that the pines growing here are all young trees, none being more than a 
foot in diameter. 

The portage here is about half a mile, and is made on the north bank going up, 
and on the south bank coming down. The boats, however, are not taken out of the 
waler and carried arollnd as they are at the Falls, but are drawn alolJg by ropes ex­
tending to the bank, and in some places are li1ted over the rocks. The Cascades 
form anotqer great salmon fishery, The Indians have speculated and practically 
experimented upon the doatrines of internal improvement in application to this ob­
ject, by making artificial channels by an ingenIOUs arrangement of the loose rock, 
so as to form a number of natural canals, into which the great boely of the fish find 
their way in passing up the river, ",hen they are taken with great ease. 

The Cascades are a very important point of the Oregon territory in a husiness 
point of view. All the commerce and travel up the river, are compelled to pasA 
them, and to make this portage. There is fine grazing, fine timber, some good 
soil, and an incalculable amount of water power in the immediate vicinity. The 
piece of level land I have already alluded to as lying on the south bank. would form 
a fine situation for a small town ar a farmer's residence. The r~pids below the 
Cascades extend down about lhree miles or more, and offer almost insurmounta­
ble impediments to navigation at low water, especially to boats ascending the stream. 
It requires, perhaps, a full day's time to pass from the foot of the rapids to the Cas­
cades with a loaded boat. Portions of the loading have to be taken out and ;:ar­
ried a few yards, at some two or three different pomts. In descanding the river, 
the Hudson's Bay Company always pass through them without unloading, and their 
mode of passage is very descripllvely called" jumping the rapids." FrOID the Cas­
cades to Cape Horn, (a perpendicular wall of rock about five hundred feet hiah 
and :running along the bank of the river for the space of half a mile on the no~th 
side,) is twenty miles; and down to this point the mountains continue to be lall 
and to run close to the margin of the stream. On the sides of these, both abov~ 
and belnw, there are many bea,utiful waterfalls. There is one in particular. just 
above Cape Horn, formed by a considerable mountaiu stream, whose whole volurne 
falls in one perpendicular pitch of five hundred feet amid the caverns of the rocks. 
~; At Cap~ Horn, which is midway between the Cascades and Vancouver, (a distance 
of fo~ty miles,) you can perceive the mountains dwir.llle rapidly into hills, aud what 
rema~ns of them ,,:hen you arrive ,:"ithin ten miles of the fort, tur,n off abruptly from 
the liver on both Sides, almost at right angles, and leave, spreading from its banks 
towa~ds thl!. sea, level, yet hig~ districts of fertile country, many miles wide, cover­
ed With an Immense body of pine, fir and white cedar timber. On the north bank, 
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this strip of country runs some distance below Vancouver, and on the sOllth i. 
s~rel.ches ~o the Willamette. The Willamette is a fine river entering the Culum­
b.la five miles below ForL Vancouver, and running nearly in a south easterly dlrec-

_ tlon from the parent stream. This course, aided by a slight sOllthern inclinatiun of 
the great river, immediately after receiving it, forms a trianglp, the point of whIch is 
formf'd at the junction, and the base of which extends about five or six mih-s llP 
the. banks of botq rivels until it reaches an equilateral breadth. This is low 90ttom 
pra:rre covered with scattering ash and cotton wood. It is overfluwn every sum­
~er, and forms an exception to the high but levelland, which I mentioned as strdch­
Ing along the shore for twenty tlr thirty miles above. On the north side of th.· Co­
!umbia, in ~his lower region, the soil is rich, but gravelly; on the south wle it 
IS Tlcher sltll, and is spread UpOl! a substratum of yellow clay. 

On the tenth of No~ember, I arrived at Vancouver and could scarcely believe my 
eyes, when on spproaching it, I beheld moored securely in the river, tWL ><lllare 
rigged vessels and a steamboat. !vly very heart jumped as I set eye8 un I hese 
famthar objects, and for the first time in four months, I felt as ii I had fOUlJd " ,ub­
stantial evidence of civilization. The impressions of the refinements uf tbe 1ll1"IOn, 
and the peculiarly domestic comforts which the excellent ladies attached tl' tllf' cs­
tablrshments spread arol1nd them, were as nothing compared with the yard, and 
masts of these coursers of the ocean . 
. The ri.ver at Fort Vancouver is from 1600 to 1700 yards wide. The Fort, which 
IS the prmclpal establishment of the Hudson's Bay Company in Oregon, is 01: the 
north bank of the Columbia, 90 miles' distance in a direct line from the .;('a It 
stands a considerable distance back from the shore, and is surrounded by ·a· large 
IIumber of wooden I'Hlildings, (among which is a school-house,) uspd for the various 
purposes of residences and workshops for those attached to the cstabll~hment. Thi& 
colony is enclosed by a barrier of pickets twenty feet in beight. On the bank .. 1 the 
river, six hundred yards farther down, is a \'illage somewhat larger in extent, (con­
taining an hospital,) which is allotted to lhp inferior servants of the st"t:on. Two 
miles fllrther down the river, are the dairy and piggery, containing numerou, !,prds 
of cattle, hogs, ,heep, &c., and about three miles above the fort, are grist a"d saw 
mills, and sheds for curing salmon. Immediately behind it, is a gardcn of five ac"es, 
and an orchard filled with peach, apple, fig, orange, lemon, and other fruit Irees, 
and containing also grapes, strawberries and ornamental plants and flowtrs. Be­
hind this, the cultivated farm, with its numerous barns and other necessary buildtngs, 
~prearls off towards the south. The land appropriated here for the purpose~ ul far­
ming, is from 3000 to 4000 ,acres, and is fenced into beauliful fields, a great !,or­
tion of which has already been appropriated to cultl"alion, and is foulJ(} to produce 
the grains and vegetables of the Statps, in remarkable profusion. To cultivatp these 
imrnen~e farms, and attend to the duties arising from the ·care of flocks, the drud­
gery of the workshops, the hea\'y labor attendant upon helVing timber for the 
saw mills, the British residents ,10 not he~itate to pr('~s into t!Jeir servi('~ the 
neiglrboring Iroquois, and even to avail themselves of human transplants frolll lhe 
Saudwich Islands; many of the natives of which are aireHdy here worki,,~ in 
gangs for the benefit, and at the dlreclion of thi's shrewd and able company. 

On my arrival I was received ,,!ith great kindness hy Doctor M cL'aughlll' and 
Mr. James Douglass, the second in command. They both tenderded me thf hos­
pitalities of the fort, which otfer, it is scarcely necessary to say, I accepted willing­
ly and with pleasure. Dr. McLaughlin is the Governor or Chief Factor of the 
Hllrlson's Bay Company, a situation most difficult and arduous in its duties, and 
reqllirinO' most consummate ability in the person aspiring to fill it. The Hud<on's 
Bay Co~pany have been most fortunate ill their selection of Doctor McLaughlin 
lor this important trust. Possessed of a commanding person, a refined, benevolent 
and amiable marmer j owning extensive acquirements drawn from stu(Jy, travel and 
intercourse with mankind; a profound knowledge of human nature, and withal a 
firmness that ensures obedience and respect, he is peculiarly qualified to protect 
the important interests of this powerful company, and to control its wayward ser­
vauts, while thus far removed from the r'each of other civil authority. Doctor 
McLaughlin is upwards of six feet high, and over sixty years of age. In person he 
is robust, erect, and a little inclined to corpulency, one of the natural results of con­
tentment and repose. The cLear flush of rosy health glows upo.n his. cheeks, his 
eye still sparkles with youthful vivacity while he is in conversation With yo~, and 
his fine head of snow white hair, adds not a little to the impressiveness of hiS ap­
pearilnce. His hospitality is unbounded, and, I will sum up all.his qualities, by say­
ing that he is beloved by all who know him. 
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Mr, Douglass is also upwards of six fee,t, and a~out forty five year.s ,of Rite j ,he 
is likewise inclined to be corpulent, and his hair IS also gently recelVl~g Its sift­
ing from the salt of Time. He ,is like his superior, ~ m~n of. accomplished man­
ners and great bl1sine~s habits. ~A cam.e to Amenca I~ his boyhood. ent~red 
the service of the H. B. Company, un mediately on hlB amval, and bas remamed 
in it ever since. 

The modus operandi of this wonderful ~orporation is rema~kable. for the perfect 
accuracy of its system, A code of establish,ed rul~s, embraCing wlthl.n It~ scope, 
the chief Factor and the meanest servant. IS the mBexlble rule which governs 
all. Every man has his allotted department to fill. and his reglliar ta~ks to do, 
and he is held responsible for the faithful performance of that and nothmg more. 
A system of far sighted policy is brought to bear upon the management of e.very 
department. whether it be the trapping of a territory. the transplanting of ,natives, 
the reinforcement and supply of' any of their numerous forts. the occupation ~f a 
point. or the assnmption of !I privilege.* A regular.price is .s'!t upon every thing, 
an,1 it is labor thrown away to aU<>mpt to underbid It, Their goods are all of a 
most superior kind. and it is no less a rule to sell them at reasonable rate .. , than 
it is to have them good. Vancouver is the grand depot of all the other forts of 
Oregon. and it is Itkewise the grand magazine of their supplies. The Tessels th~t 
bring the comforts of other climf's in at the mouth of the Columbia. here unload thell 
freight, and the fertile valley of the river yields lip its abundant' stores at the 
slig'htest summons of their wants. 

Their mode of transportat ion, and the carriage of their goods from place to 
place, ·is peculiar. and worthy of mention. They pack all their goods in uniform 
lots, of one hundred pounds each, and their boats being all of one size and form, are 
consequently all loaded alike. ,",'hen they make portages, ill ascending or descend. 
ina the stream, an established rule, which on no account must be departed from, 
di~ects the numbar of packages to be taken out to lighten the craft, and this direc­
tion varies according to the navigation of the place. This regulation ensures the 
safety of every expedition, and prevents many losses and dangers that would 
otherwise arise out of the indiscretion and daring of the boatmen, A few years 
ago, a party of eight of the company's servants were descending the river in a boat, 
and when they came in contact with the Cascades, and were about landing to make 
tho portage, according to custom, one of the party proposed, as they were anxious 
to arrive at horn", that they should run through them. The proposal, though 
startling at first, was gradually assented to by all of the party but one. This was 
an old pilot. who had been in the Company's service for a number of years, and who 
was well acquainted with all the dangers of the passage, He held out stubbornly 
against their united wishes, until accused of cowardice, when he relinquished his 
opposition, and partly to vindicate himself from the- charge, and partly out of spite 
to their reckless folly, determined to give them a chance of proving his correctness 
by actual experiment. The boat passed safely down for some two or three hundred 
yards, when multiplying dangers whirled and foamed on every side, and the increasing 
ones that roared and broke ahead, struck them suddenly witn a panic. and for a 
moment they ceased to pull theil' oars, The pause was fatal. The edge of a 
whirlpool caught the tall of the boat, swung her broadside to the stream with sudden 
l'elocity, and rushing it in this helpless condition among the most fearful rapids, 
it was suddenly overwhelmed by the lashing waves, and all 011 board perished. save 
the old man who had opposed the eltperiment, and one other hand. The pilot seized 
on an oar, and was picked up with it firmly enclosetl in his senseless grasp: at a 
spot four miles b,elow the scene of the disaster. The other man, by an equally strange· 
caprice of the current, was cast insensible upon the bank immediately below the 
Cascadcs. 
Whatev~r mar be the cause of compl,aint existing against the Hudson's Bay 

Company, In theIT treatment of former emigrants from the United States, the kind. 
n~ss of Dr. McLaughl,i~ to this emig~ation has been very great. He furnished them 
With goods and prOVISions on credit, and such as were sick were sent to tbe 
Hospital free of expense, where they had the strict and careful att.pndance of Dr.· 
Barclay, a skilful physician, and an excellent and humane man. The Chief Factor 
likewise lent the emigrants the Company's boats, to bring down such of the families 
a,nd bag~age as had been left at the Cascades by the advanced guard of the expedi­
tIOn, which had preceded me j and he also furnished. them with the same facilities 

• ~ long deSCription of the d,ilferpnt trading pos:" belon~ng to the II, B. Co., has been left: 
~ut, m conseque~ce of the preVIous supply of that lDtormation in the demonstration of title and. 
lD the Geographical sketch, 
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for erolsing the river with their cattle, at Vancouver. Had it not been for the 
kindness of this excellent man, many of us would have suffered greatly, and I have 
no doubt, ~hat much injustice ha~ been done him, by confounding his personal 
eonduct with that of many of his countrymen. The policy of the Company 
toward the Indians, hal, it is true, been very seriously condemned, as will be seen 
by Mr. Sp~ulding's communication, embra~e~ i~ Mr. Pendleton's report, but it is 
very questionable, whether Dr. McLaughlIn IS Justly chargeable with all the evils 
that have arisen out of it. It is certainly true, that he has been in some measure 
the victim of misrepresentation; for I know of my own knowledge, that the Indians 
of Southern Oregon, nnd those tribes' bordering on the Californian line, instead 
of being inoff~n8ive and well-disposed, as described by Mr. Spaulding, are on the 
contrll~y hostile! thie'i~h, and treacherous. . This is something lowards a general 
refutatIon. It 18 certain that the Doctor hImself has uniformly aided settlers, by 
supplying them with farming implements, and with seed grain, as a loan, to be 
returned out of the succeeding crop. He has even went so far as to lend them 
hogs, to be returned two or three years afterward, by their issue of the same aae; 
to furnish oxen to break their ground, and cows to supply milk to their families. 
This certainly appears to me to be a very poor way to retard the settlement of the 
region, and to discourage adventurers who arrive in it. 

A great deal has been said against him because he has refused to sell the cattle 
belonging to the Company, but those who have made these complaints, have 
certairily reBected nry little upon the subject, and arc incapable of measuring the 
enlarged scope of the Doctor's policy. The supply of the cattle and sheep of the 
settlements was very limited, and the great object has been to increa~e it. This 
cOllld only be carried out by secure measllres for their protectior. j and it would have 
been absurd, indeelil, while the authorities of the Fort were denying themselves the 
luxury of beef or mutton, to carry out this important object, if they should have 
sold cattle to those whose caprice might destroy them at pleasure. Besides, all tbe 
cattle, with the exception of a very few, were inferior Spanish animals, and it was 
a matter of necessity to improve the stock, Ly crossing them with those of the 
English breed. The same case existed with regard to the sheep, which were from 
California, but which, by repeated crossings, have at length not only been greatly 

, increased, but but have been improved nearly to the condition of filII bloods. 
The science of stock raising, the rou,gh mountain men whn were the first settlers 

from the States, did not understand. They could only understand that brutes were 
made to kill, and hence the dissatisfaction, and conseqllent complaint. Having 
improved his stock, and accomplished a proper degree of increase, the Doctor was 
ready enough to sell on reasonable terms, thollgh, to say the tTlllh, he did not find a 
very ready market. The business of sheep raising on a small scale is scarcely 
worth attention. The wolves are 51lrC to kill the animals, unless they are continu­
ally attended by a shepherd, and careflllly folded at night; and besides, woollen 
goods can be had here so cheap, that their Beece hardly pays for the care reqllired 
to raise it, and the raising of homl'd cattle, and wheat, is milch more profitable. 
So far as its own individual interests are concerned, (without regard to the claim to 
sovereignty from exclusive occupation,) it is not the interest of the Hudson's Bay 
Company any longer to retard the settlement of this country. The beaver have 
nearly been exhausted from the regio~ j the I~dian8 ~re year by year r~pidly 
passiug away, and even thOse that remam, can bring nothmg to the Company In the 
way of trade. By settlement from the States, thc Company, who monopolize the 
commerce and manufactures of the place, obtain white men for customers, the trade 
of one of whom ill worth that of forty Indians, who have nothing to sell. 

The prices of grGceries and clothing at Vancou~er, are, upon a general average, 
the same as in the States, some that cost more, being balanced by those that come at 
less. Loaf sugar of the first quality, is worth 20 cents per lb. ; coffee, 26 clnts; 
brown sugar, 121- cents. Tea is better and cheaper. than in the St~t8S, t~e road 
to China being so much shorter than from the AtlantIC coast, and Iymg as It were 
light opposite the door of the ~olumbia river .. yvoolle.n goods and .ready mada 
clothing being introduced here Without duty as It IS conSidered an EnglIsh port, are 
greatly cheaper than with us. A very good strong quality of blue broadcloth six 
quarters wide can be had for one dollar and twenty· five tents per ,ard. A very 
neat cloth roundabout, comes at S4,37i; pantaloons at five dollars; heavy, well­
made cotton shirts are worth .3 cents; Mackmaw blankets of superior quality, 
$a,50 each. All articles of cutlery are also cheap from th? same reason as t~e 
abo,e. Calicoel and brown cottons are about the same ss In the States. Iron II 
about 10 cents a pound i gunpowder 26 cents i lead 12l cents, and shot the same. 

7 



98 HISTORY OF OREG(0,'· 

Boots and shoes are yet very high, and cror.kery of all descriptiontJ is also dear. 
Chains tools and farminlT implements, are very re,,,onable; the best Cary plollghlf 
4:an be' had 'to order fro;;' an excellent blacksmith at the place at 3 L; cents per 
pound. \\'heat is worth one dollar a bushel; potatoes, 40 cents; frtsh. pork 10 
cents, pickled l~}; fredh beef,"6 cents per pound. American c,ows brlllg from 
'B50 to S75, and SpanIsh from :::,30 to 8'10; osen from $75 to ~ 125, per "oke; 
AmPlican horses from 1350 to 75 dollar; each. There J3 an abundance of poultry 
in the country, and there are also a plentiful supply of the two classes of domestic 
animals known by the familiar appellations of cats and dogs, but stili I would allvlse 
emi 17 rants to bring dogs with them that are of a good breed, as in a country where 
&0 r~uch game abounds, and where there are herd3 to watch, they are calculated to' 
be \'pry usefuL 

.\\1 the goods sold at YanC08ver are of the most superior quality, and the purcha­
ser in this rel7ion of general honesty and enterprise, recel\'es them at twelve months 
credit; so th~s the greatest obstacle to tbe poor emigr'lnt after his arrival hE're, va­
nisbe,; at once. This is a country of peace and good will; every p.ew comE'r is re­
ceived as a brother; the poor man's wealth lies in hig arms, and the industry and 
enterprise which brought him hare to claim by his labor heaven's first gifts in the 
riches of the soil, is accepted as the substantial and slIfficient guarantee of hiS good 
faith. 

The utmost liberality characterizes all the dealings with the stranger and ever: 
with the resident. If vour fortunes h:lVC been adverse, and you are not able to pay 
for last year's dealing., you are required to give your note, drawing mterest at 
five pcr cent. Instances have come to my knowledge since my arrival, in_ which 
Dr. ~lcLaughlin has extended the credit of some of his customers for two or three 
years together. He has supplied most of the members of last year's em'!jration with 
such articles as they needed, takiug in payment only the pledge of their honest fdCeE) 
and hard hands. * 

CHAPTER IX. 

The Chic! Filcl"r's probity-Departure from VanCOII/"CT- Wappato Island-Game: 
-The n't/lilllul!c-Llllllian-Falialn/ Plains-The Klackamus-The PaILs­
Pal/atry R",CT.!.... Thomas McKay- Yam Hill R,~[r -11Iu!lonomah-McFarICli 
and Dumberton-7'heir new positwns-The half breeds. 0 

I HHE stated before that the special object of my journey to Vancouver was to 
consummate the arrangement I had made with Mr. McKinley of Fort \\'allawalla, 
in regard to the exchange of our cattle. On the morning after my arrival, I there­
fore opened my bnsinE'ss to the Doctor, and presented him with the aforesaid gen­
tleman's order. The old gentleman at once gave evident signs of displeasure. He 
saw in a moment that Mr. McKinley had taken advantage of our ignorance to Ilrive 
a sharp bargain, and gave an immediate and decided dissent to the whole proceed-
ing. . 

"Are you aware," said he to me, " that our Spanish cattle are much inferior to' 
yours!" . 

I told him I thought they were from the specimens I bad seen at his place. 
"And you bave learned," continued he, .. tbat cattle may be safely driven from 

Walla walla to tbls post?" 
I admitted that the success of our emigrants in bringing through their stoek, had 

conVinced me of that fact. . 
• "Mr. M<:Kinley has done ver~ wrong," said he, shaking hi~ head, "very wrong 
mdeed! \: our cattle are supenor to those I should be obliged to gl',e you, and 
you would be much the losers by the arrangement. I will not consent to profit by 
your rehance on our good faith. I Will \\Tlte to Mr. ~.!c Kinley to take good care of 
your animals, and to deliver them to you whenever you have settled upon your final 
res~dence.. If you should decide upon settling near us, we shall have the ad vantage 
of Improving the brellds by them. Hut come, Mr. --, leave this matter to me; 

~ There is nothing wonderful in all this. The Doctor could do business in no other way 
With the class of customers. he seeks. and as for the taking of the note at the end of the year 
When t~e mlsf'?rtunes of hiS creditor have left nothing else to take, it is a measure !AricU; 
protectIve of himself, and ha~ nothing of generosity in It. The Doctor is doubtless a very eK~ 
cellent man, but the above clTcumstances only prove him to be a very good mcrcha.nt. 
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~et ~s drop busi~ess .for the present, and take 8 turn 1I0wn towards the river; T wish 
to gIVe some dlrecltons to an expt'dition to Fort George, and then I wish to show 
'OU a splendid stallioll which I bought from an Indian this morning." 

It may be supposed by some, ·that Dr. McLaughlin, under the idea that I was one 
-of the leaders of our forinidable expedition, was r racti&ing upon me a piece of most 
adrOit ~ness~, to efllist my favor ~t the outset, b?t, as I have had much the best op­
portunity to Judge, I shall not heSitate 10 drcule to favor of his entire sincerity. 

That I may not overlook it, I will take this opportunity to state that when I was 
at Vancouver, the cattle of our ·emigration o,vhich had been driven clear through to 
the.~illamette, were improving rapidly, and many of the oxen were already so far 
recrUited as to be ahle to be worked daily in the plough. 

Having con.cludt'd my. business. at Vancouver, and after ha\'ing spent three very 
plea~ant days In the hoapltabl~ society of the plal'e, 1 determined to proceed on to the 
Willamette to malle a selectIOn of my final location. 

Five miles sail down the Columbia brings you to the eastern mouth of the 
Willamette. The first object that strikes you immediately upon your entrance is 
Saury's Island, or as it is sometimes called, \Villamette or VVappato Island. This 
is a long tract of low land about tWl'nty miles in length, and about five io width. 
It lies directly in the mouth of the ri\'er, and thus splitting the stream, causes it to 
disembogue by two outlets into the Columbia at a distance of fifteen miles from 
·each other. Its surface is mostly a low bottom prairie which overflows every sum­
mer, and it is intersected in every' direction with small shallow lakes in which grows 
a species of Indian potatoe called" Wappato,'" similar in flavor to the Irish potatoe 
and being a most excellent and nutritious description of food. There are, however: 
several spots of fir timber on it, on high ground above high water, and also a lalge 
ameunt-of cotton wood, white oak and ash timber in several portions of it. There 
are immense numbers of wild hogs upon the island, the issue of some placed there 
several years ago byThe Hudson's Bay Company, which find" plelltiful subsistence 
in the Wappato root, and on the mast of the oak. On the lakes, marshes and 

, rivers of this place, may be fOllnrl innumerable swarms of wild fowl, collsistma of 
ducks, geese and swans. These the Indians kill in great nllmbers and sell toPthe 
whites at extremely luw rates, the former being charged at four, the secor:d six, and 
the latter at ten loarls of powder and shot each. A family could easily be supported 
here on wild fowl alone. After you pass up the river for two miles, you come to the 
Willamette slough where the stream divides itself; the smaller portion turning to 
the left and running down in that direction along the island till it reaches the 
Columbia 15 miles south of the northern mouth. From the slough starts a ridge of 
lofty mountain~ about fift~n hundred feet in height, running parallel with the bank 
~f the river up along itfi course. These are covered with immense forests of fir, 
white cedar, hemlock, cherry, maple, and some other kinds of trees, but the fir and 
eedar constitute nine tenths of the whole body of the timber. The space between 
this ridge and the river is low bottom land, which overflows in some year~, except 
at a point five miles from the river's mouth that has since been laid out by 
General M'Carver and myself Ilnder the name of Linntan. This stands IIpon a high 
piece of level land about live feet above the level of the strl'am, and from its being 
the nearest eligible &ite for a settlement on the Willamett., it appeared to us to 
-offer supfirior advantages fer a town. As I may be supposed, from the fact I have 
above stated, to be interested in this point, I will pass it without further remark. 
When you reach Linntan you have as yet seen no fine farming or grazing country, 
except that which is covered with immense bodie~ of timber requiring too vast a 
labor to remo,e. From Linntan, there is a good road passing over the ridge of 
mountains I have mentionerl, and leading Ollt ten miles to the famous Fallatry 
Plains. As you approach within five miles of this region of ex~uberant fertility, the 
timber, which is mixed fir and, cedar, becomes more ecattermg, and the country 
gradllaHy more open. These plains, 'as they are called, consist of a succession of 
1ImaWprairies about three miles long, and two broad, separated fro~ each other by 
small groves of timbef~ and. stretching west from ~lDntan, untt! the~ conn~ct 
with the Yam Hill country, which I shall hereafter descnbe. These beautiful plaIDS 
are almost encircled by a ridge of verdant mountains, in the form ~f ~ horse shoe; 
its conve:'!: sweeping .l4lwards the W!lIalT!et~e and the open end r~nm?g mtu the Ya!D 
Hill valley. This ndge of m?untams IS ID many places ~eavl~y timbered,. and In 

others the timber is ,-ery scattermg, the surface of the mountam bemg covered .1I18tead, 
with fine graas, constituting an inexhaustible range. How fa~ apart thiS horse 
shoe is at the base I cannot with exactness tell, but I suppose It, from a cursory 

. ~bservation, to be f;om twenty to thirty miles, and enclosing in its boundaries land 
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enough for two fine countries. These plains are I!'ently underlating smo.oth prairie., 
with a black fertile soil upon a clay foundation. The fir timber comes Im~edlately 
up to the prairie, so that in five stepd you can ~e out of the open field, In whose 
velvct smoothness not even a twig can be seen, Into the dark green. rece9ses of an 
everlasting forest of the tallest, straightest timber, atudded In the thickest and most 
formidable array. I should think there was rail timber enough upon ten of these 
acres to feuce five hundred. 

There are no deep branches nnning through these plain.s, but the water runs off 
in little vallies about ten yards wide, and where these valhes reach the fore3t, they 
are covered with black ash and white oak timber. There is also at varIOUS places 
around these prairies fine bodies of white oak timber. Take them altogether,. I have 
never in my life seen prairies more beautiful than these are, or that were sltua~ed 
more advantageously for cultivation. The first settlements in this voluptuous region 
were made about three years ago, and they now extend to about ~fteen miles into 
their bosom, and already embrace many fiue farms, some contalmag as much ~s a 
hundred and fifty acres in fine cultivation. Were I rossesse~ of a poe~'s imagina­
tion I might describe in spontaneous song the superlative lovehn€ss of this ~ehg~tful 
scene as viewed from the slope of one of the enclrchng hills, but not being gifted 
wifh the poet's frenzy, I must leave the features of this delightful region to the 
imagination of the reader. 

The Willamette river is navigable for ships for five miles above Linntan, but 
after passing up that distance, you come to a bar which forbids the further passage 
of vessels of any draught. Small vessels and steamboats, however, can ascend 
to within a short distance of the Falls Three miles below the Falls, you come 
to the mouth of a stream called the Klackamus, which enters the river from the 
east. It rise3 in the President's range, and in its course of thirty miles, collects a 
considerable body of water, which it contributes to the main stream. Its current 
is rapid and broken, and not navigable to any available degree, and its tide sets with 
10 strong a force into the Wallamette, as to offer a serious impediment to boata 
stre tching across its mouth. . 

A s we neared the Falls, the water was shallow and fretted by the irregular surface 
of the bottom, and we were obliged on coming up to it to make a portage beyond. 
At the 'place of our debarkation, on the eastern bank, rose a perpendicular wall of 
rock, stretching some distance down the river. Through this, however, you find 
an easy avenue, but recently cut, to the high land above, which as soon a9 you as­
cend you find yourself amid the forests and the prairies of the upper plains. 

After rising above thc Falls, we came in view of Oregon City, the town of secon­
dary importance in the territory. Here is situated, at the present time, from eighty 
to an hundred families, with stores, mills, workshops, factories, and all the conco­
mitdnts of thriving civilization. They have likewise an independent government 
of their own, and as far as things have progresscd, every thing has gone well. 
Great improvements are meditated at this place, and Dr. M'Laughlin, who is the 
owner of the first establishment you meet in rising from the lower bed of the 
river, meditates the project of cutting a canal around the Falls for the purpose of 
the more easy transportation of the harvests and manufactures of the upper settle­
ments of the Columbia." 

The Falls presented a beautiful sight as they rushed :in alternate sheet and foam, 
over an abrupt wall of dark rock stretching obliquely across the stream, and the 
hoarse uproar of the waters as they tumbled into the bed of the river below lent an 
additional solemnity to the imposing grandeur of the scenery around. ' 

The rIve.r's edge, for several miles above them, is bordered by a row of moun­
tams, shuttIng out the surroundmg prospect by their continually intervening bulks 
from us who sai!ed upon the silvery ~ottom of the immense green trough between: 
There was nothmg forblddmg m theIr aspects however, for their sides were cov­
ered ~ith umbrageous forest~. of thickly studded timber of the most magnificent 
d.escnptlOn .. Ab~ut fifteen mues above the falls, these hills, by a gradual modifica­
tIOn of t~ell altitude, 10.11 int? verda~t. undulations, spreading at last into level 
grassy plaInS, and alternatmg With flouflshIng clumps of timber land. At this point 
we came upon ~cKay's settleme~t, :-vhia~ is situated on the eastern bank, and pr.: 
~ents al.lthe eVI~enc~8 of a floullShmg !httle town. Thomas McKay, its founder, 
18 a native of thiS region m the fullest. sense of the ~ord, being the joint descendant 
of one of the early fur tra~ers belongIng to th~ PaCific Company, and a Chippeway 
Iquaw. The Bon, followmg the fortunes 01 hiS father, grew up in the service of 

• We have already scen that this project isJn course ot consummation. 
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!he North West Association, and transferred himself, at the time of its dissolution 
l!ltO that of th~ Hudson's Bay. Having at length acquired Ii competence, he re~ 
tired from their ar.duous service, and established ~imself in his prp-sent location. 
He may now be ~ald to be the most wealthy man I.n the valley of the Willamette. 
havm~ an extensl~e and ,:"ell stocked farm, and being the oYrner of a grist mill oC 
,\lpenor constructIOn, which must have cost him several thousand dollars to erect. 
He is a fine specimen of the tw.o races, and cO'!lbines. the energy· and perseverance 
of the one, With the strong passions and determmed Will of the other. His life has 
been o~e scene of wil~ adventure, and in the numerous conflicts of the ea ly trap­
pers with ~he ~av~ge tnbes, h~ was always foremost in the fight, and the most re­
markable I~ hiS dl~play of darm.g bravery and enduring courage. Many a red man 
has fallen In conflict beneath hiS Tlile, anrl the warlike bands that have gradually 
moved away, or beeQ subdued into obedience, well recollect the terrible prowes3 of 
their dreaded eousin. ; 

.Between this town and the mission establishment abov~, (9 distance of forty 
miles,) farms. ar.e spr.inkled all along, and at twelve miles above McKay'S, we meel 
another flourlshm!l' Village, called. jarvis's settlcment, containing between thirty and 
forty families, which are about divided as to national distinction. It was originally 
a mere collection of retired Hudson's Bay servants, hut the gradual accession o'f 
AmeTican settlers, has thus changed its complexion. This is a signiicant circum­
stance, and clearly indicates that it is our destiny to first alter and then reverse the 
political balance of every settlement in Oregon. 

In my progress up the river I omitted to mention the fact that at a .short distance 
abo\-s the falls, we come to the mouth of another small tributary on the west, called 
the Fallatry river. It takes its rise in the northern portien of the range of moun­
tains which I haTe described as encirrling the Fallatry plains, and in its course 
through:them, pursues a southeasterly direction until it empties into the Willamette. 

The next stream entering the Willamette on its western bank, is the Yam Hill 
river. This tributary rises in a west, or south west direction from the poilJt of its 
junction with the Willamette, in the range of low mountains that run along the 
edge of the coast. It starts from its source in a northwest direction, and rece ivea 
a number of smaller tributaries in the shape of creeks. The valley of this stream 
is a Tery fine country, consisting of prairie, spotted with groves, and oak timber 
growing upon the same rich vegetable soil that is spread upon its plains. It ex­
tends to the bases of the mountains in which the Yam Hill takes its rise, and from 
its westernmo,t limit thl' roar of the adjacent ocean can be heard. The route to 
California passes some distance along the line of this vaney, and a most excellent 
road can be had leading from it, through the Fallatry plains, to Linntan. 

The country all along the eastern bank of the Willamette, above McKay's set· 
tlement, is as good as the Yam Hill country, or the Fallatry Plains, and is much 
the same, both in regard to its natural productions, and its soil. There are fine 
facilities for intercommunication with its different points; the line of trnel is level 
and easy, and it has in consequence, secured throughout its course, a row of settle­
ments which in a few years will extend into a continuous chain. 

After you leave Jarvis's settlement, you proceed up the river for about thirty 
miles, when you come to the principal town of Oregon. This is situated on the 
eastern bank of the Willamette, and is ninety. four miles from the Columbia river. 
It was first formed in 1834, by a party of American missionaries under the direc­
tion of Messrs. Lee, Shepherd, and others, and its vicinity had, even previous to 
that period, been selected by several retired servants of the Hudson's Bay Com­
pany. It has, ever since the above penod, been the seat of the Methodist Eplsc.o­
pal miSSiOn, and has now hecome the .h~ad 9uarters of the ?peratlons of the diS­
trict. Passing the perIod of my /irst VISit to It, I Will take thiS opportunity to state 
that there are at the present moment, (March, 1844,) at this place over two hun­
dred families and that there are in the whole valley of the Willamette, more than 
a thousand citizens of the United States. A church, a hospital, an academy, mills, 
workshops, comfortable :dwellings, a herd of five thousand head of cattle, and all 
the accompaniments of ci\'ilization and refinement are to be found here, ~nd any 
man who can be content to live beyond the limits of a densely populated City, can 
nnd at this place all the comforts and enjoyments which a rational being, lincor­
rllpted by faIlle appetites, can crave. 

Already a court·house ha.s be!'n .erected, and a. military organization formed, the 
object of which is, protecllon agaInst any formidable att~ok from the border In­
coians, or a means of resistance to any attempted aggressIOn on the p~rt of the 
Hudson's Bay Company. It is, however, proper for me to Bay that there IS not the 
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alightes, dread of either of these circumstan.es-. as no hosti.le '~emon~tration halt> 
been made, for several years, upon any of the white se.ttlers ID this reglOD, and ~e 
have received evidence upon evidence, that the authOrities of Vancouver are will­
ing that we shall take the burden of civil and criminal jurisdiction froID thei·r shoul­
ders, SO far as regards the government of ourselv~8-. it is, ~oubtless, their wi~est 
policy. An American from the States grows up With the nOllon that he has a. fight­
to help govern himself, and he. submits with. a very bad grace to anr ex~rclse of 
sovereigllty on the pert of an Englishman. Indeed, ~e will not submit to It at ~Il .. 
and I have no kind of doubt that had the Hud.an s Bay Company been unwise 
enough to truckle to the policy of their- national government, and to· insist, in despite 
of their own interests, on exercising legal control over us, the peaceful valleys of 
thi. region would, ere now, have been dyed with human blood. 

McFarley snd Dumberton, bot~. appeae to appreciate the. ~a.lue of. the field tha~ 
is here thrown op<ln to their ambltlon, and alrea.dy the~ aspmng spmts have ad~pt­
cd a system of harrangueing "The People." with a view of effectmg new political 
arranl1ements. Each evidentlv thinks Nature intended him for a legislator, and con­
stRnt~ endeavors to lend DestiNY some aid in the immense lip hili nature of her 
task. As might be supposed, in a rivalry of this kind, the opponents represent 
opposite sets of principles and opinions. McFarley being a red hot, ultra radical, 
and Dumberton, representing the cold and calculating conservative. Each h.av8· 
manal1ed already to secure a cliq!Je, and while McFarley is regarded by his factIOn, 
as": thunder-an-lightnin-smart-feller ;" Dumberton is revered by his" following" 
a~ •. a tl'cmcndyers man." I am inclined to think McFarley will get the best of 
the struggle, If there is to be allY best about it, for be advocates extending the elec­
tive franchise to the Indians, with whom he has already secured an extensive in­
terest and admiration, by his expertness with the rifle and in spearing fish; while­
Dumberton confinl's himself to profound and ponderous speculatioRs on the more 
abstruse propositrons of political economy. 

Whether Messrs. McFarley or Dumberton will have anything to- do with it or 
not, J have no doubt, that the civil and criminal government of the little colonies 
of this territory will shortly be perfectly organised; and ill a manner too that will 
render us entirely independent of the jurisdiction or assistance of the United States;. 
in which case, inasmuch as she has neglected this region so long, she must look 
out, say some of the old settlers, that she does not lose it altogether. 

There are a large number of Indians about this settlement and vaH~y, who are 
under the care of the missionaries, and who perform much of the servile labor of the 
mission establishment. I'ndeed they are employed the same way by these religious 
establishments, throughout the territory, as they are by the Hudson's Bay Company;. 
80 if there is anything which smacks of I>lavery in the one case, it necessarily follows 
in the other. . 

There is another, and pretty numerous branch of population growing up here, 
which cannot be passed without notice. This is the class of half breeds, the issue 
of the Indian women, who are either married to, or fall otherwise in the hands of the 
careless trapper, or the indifferent woodsman. As there is a e:reat scarcity of white 
women in the territory, this state of things naturally results; and the conseq"ence 
will be, that the half breed~, during the next five or six years, will form by far the 
most numerous native belm of the population. Some of these are fine sl'ecimens 
of the two races, and if the cross turns out many such men as McKay, there will 
be no reason to regret this t\erversion of fancy, or rather this push of necessity 01) 

the part of their male progenitors. ' 
At a .hort distanc..e above Multonmah, a stream calJed the &mta linn I believe, 

cnters the Willamette from the east, along the banks of which there is a vast body 
of fine country. It takes its rise in the portion of the President's range in the vici-
nity of Mount Jetrtlrsoll. -

The portion of the Willamette valley lying between the C'aseade ridge and the­
range of low mountains next the ocean, is from fifty to one hundred miles wide, and 
about two.hundred and fifly, to three hundred feet long. It consists of rich prairie 
land .and limber, and let ~ho will say to the contrary, is one of the finest pieces of 
farmmg land to be found III any country. There is very little difference in the seve­
ral portiol's of this valley, with the exception of the circumstance that the timber 
is large~ ~nd a little more abundant in some places than in others, ;nd now and then 
the prames vary to some extent in size, This section constitutes the great body 
of the prime farming. and gra~ing section of the lower region of Oregon, though 
there are other beautiful portIOns in the valleys of the Tootootutna the Umpqua 
and the Klamet farther south. > 
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CHAPTER X. 

Pa:ssa!!e Mwn the Columbi4-Astoria-The mouth of the Columbia-Lawyers in 
Oregon-Law ,s1l,it-Agittttion of the community-Luminous view of the gentle­
men from Big Pigcon-The philosophy of soul s4ving and mode of con",rtwg 
8llvagcs in Oregon-How to raise wheat-Facilitiu for farming purposes­
General "iew of th& valley of the Willamette. 

To reach the Willamette, I had proceeded down the Columbia to the eastern 
mouth ef the former river at Wappato Island; and for the purposE' of completing 
the route to Astoria, I will now tal~e the river up at that point again and trace it to 
the ocean. Passing along Wappato for fifteen miles, you come to the western 
mouth of the Willamette. The Island at this point is high .and has a bold rocky 
shore, right up to which, the water is of sufficient depth to allow a large class vessel 
to lie up and unload, an important advantage in ("ase th!' point should ever be select­
ed for commercial purposes. On the southern bank of the river immediately below 
the lower moutl) of the Willamette, is a situa(ioll which would afford II fine site for 
a settlement or a town. It is true it is covered with fine heavy timber, but it rises 
gently from tne river, and through the forests in the rear, a natural gap may be seen, 
which uffers facilities for an avenue directly to the riches of the Fallatry plains be­
hind. The Hudson's Bay Company perceiving the advantage of the situation, have 
already built a house there and have established one of their servants ill it. They 
have many houses thus spotted about on eligible sites, the whol!' object of which 
in many cases must merely be the eventual assumptiun of a prior right, by pre-occu­
pation, in case others should wish to settle in the same plac~. 

As you pass down the Columbia, you find no plains alor.g the river, but it is still 
bordered with its row of mountains running along the banks on either side, and 
bearing upon their sides the e\'erlastiug groves of timber. A few miles below 
;Wappato Island, on tne other side of the river, you strike' the mouth of the 
Cowelitz river, in the valley of which I am told some very good land is to be 
found, though. most of the soil on the north bank of the Columbia is poor, and is 
unfit for the production of wheat or the esculent grains, except sparsely and in 
spots. This feature increases as you proceed northward. and the land in the vicinity 
(If Nisqually, on Pllget's Sound, is incapable, as I am told, of ordinary production." 

Below the Cowelitz river, the Columbia begins to widen, and at the distance of 
ten mile. from the sea, it spreads to a width of several miles, formir'g by its singular 
extension at this part, the portion which Dritish navigators have called Gray's bay, 
for the purpose of making the world believe that Captain Gray did not discover the 
Columbia, but only entered tlte bay into wltich it discmbogucs, to ,he distance of 
hDenty or thirty miles. 

N!toria, or F.ort George as it is now called by the company who have it in pos­
session, is situated on the south bank of the river, about ten 'miles from the ocean. 
It stands on a hill side, an1 consists only of a few acres which have been redeemed 
by industrious clearing from the immense forests running behind it. Some of these 
trees are of the most enormous size, alid the soil can enly be got at with immense 
labor in the way of clearing. Until our arrival, it consisted only of three or four log 
bouses in a rather dilapidated condition, but now it is revived by Its old lIame of 
Astoria, by Captain Applegate and others, who have I.aid off a town there, a~d 
divided it into lots. It will hardly answer the expectatIOns of those who go to It. 
The ground is rendered too wet {or cu,ltivation; by numerolls springs that rU~l 
through it in every direction, and the ocean air is sure to blast the wheat before It 
can ripen. Garden vegetables, however, grow there finely: Beyond AstOria, ~nd 
nearer to the ocean, you find a small prairie about two miles long by three Wide. 
It h&s been formed, it is said, bv the ocean, and its soil is represented to be a rich 
black sandy deposit, varying from eight to fifteen inches deep, when it comes to a 
foundation of i'ure sand. 

The mouth of the Columbia is the only harbor for .hips upon the whole.P&cific 
coast of Oregon. Its channel is very difficult, being tortuous in its course, and per­
ple:red by sand bars, and on account of the violence of its breakers, caustJd by the 
sudden confluence of the river's descending volume and the ocean tides, it is 
extremely dangerous for more than two-thjrds of the year to attempt to enter it . 

• This is at variance with the aecount of Lieutenant Wilkes, who represents the Nilqually 
establishment as a very good one, and as furnishing, by its productiveness, supplies to other 
stll.lionB and to the Russians. 
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Once in, however, and there i5 good anchorage and 8af~ naviga~i~n. T~e whole 
coast, in fact, is perilous .to approach, and a north-?ast wmd by·glv~ng lIavlgators a 
lee shore of black overhanging rocks, heightens their danger not a httle. The only 
place of refuge for vessels south of the Columbia on the Oregon coast, is the mouth 
of the Umpqua, a river entering the Pacific in 42° 51 I, where vessels drawing eight 
feet of water may securely enter. A similar. harbor .may be found be.tween fo~ty 
!Ind fifty miles to the north, called Gray's Harbor, which also affords hke lecunty 
for vessels of the eame draught. . . 

Having now completed the account of the line of route from the state .of MIS80lUI 
to the mouth of the Columbia, I will now return to the valley of the Wlllamette as 
the point of the greatest interest, and after a few more remarks concerning it, will 
turn my attention to some of the general featu~es of the territory. . 

As I said before, ships ascend the ColumbIa to the lower mouth of the WllIa­
mette at Wappato island,. (an~ as highas the .Cascades! in a di~ect on~ard course 
if they please,) and tur'1l!1g mto the nver, sail five miles up It to Lmntan, and 
beyond that, flYe miles more. There, a bar f?r~ids the furt!J?r pro~ress of any but 
small vessels which may proceed onward to wlthm seven or eight miles of the falls, 
and boats may go nearly up to it. Above the falls, the river is navigable for steam­
boats for over fifty miles. 

Before passing Oregon city, I will take this opportunity to mention a circ~m~tance 
in relatioll to it, which is 110t a little amusing in its character, as well as SIgnificant 
of the progress of civilization and social refinement in this primeval wilderneas. 
It appears that Doctor McLaughlin, and some of the missionaries of the settlement 
above, are rival claimants to a portion of it, and one of the reverend gentlemen 
connected with the mission, has given way to his litigious feelings and employed a 
Mr. Ricard, a lawyer, (we have lawyers here too you see,) to institute a suit against 
the doctor for the site in dispute, in the United States courts, with the hope of 
compelling an ejection of the trespasser. Mr. Ricard has commenced proceedings, 
by putting up a very large hand bill, giving an abstract of the title of the mission, 
and notifying the doctor and all other persons to quit the premises-warning those, 
moreO\'er, who have not as yet encro~ched, by no means to do so, without obtaining 
special leave from the owners aforesaid. I know very little about the merits of this 
dispute, but I do know that this is the fruitful source of olle-half the debates of the 
settlements. It takes the place of foreign and domestic news of other portions of 
the world, and wonderful are the speculations that are projected on its score. It 
may be readily supposed that such a circumstallce as this, has not been overlooked 
by McFarley and Dumberton; on the contrary, both snapped at it with the avidity 
of hungry tigers. McFarley is very strenuous in favor of the claims of his own 
countrymen, and has made out a deduction in their favor, which is based, I believe, 
on the treaty of Utrecht, or somp. other equally satisfactory basis. He is very 
decided in his intention of sustaining them with his personal influence and talents, 
and has solemnly pledged himself even to the extent of fighting it out with the rifle. 
Dumberton, on the other hand, though equally decided in favor of the mission claim­
ants, avers that he cannot but regard the circumstance of this dis.pute with the 
highest degree of satisfaction, .. An opportunity is now furnished us," says he, 
" thro\Jgh this insignificant controversy, to settle the title of the whole country, and 
to exp!'1 the govermental trespassers from every point and portion of its dominions." 
.. This," he adds, "will bring war between the United States and Great Britain; 
Ireland will revolt; Canada will secede; the monarchs of the Indies will throw off 
their slavish yoke; Russia unrestrained will snap up Turkey as a famished mastiff 
would deal with a fre.h kidney, and, in short, the whole world would be revolu­
tionized, and the balances of power altered by the controversy in relation to 
this scrip of land:" This opinion, backed as it is by the weight of Dumberton's 
e.normous replltahon for profound sagacity, has created no slight sensation in our 
h~tle world. I beheve Doctor,McLaughlin has been made acquainted with these 
vle~g of the gentl~ma~ from BIg PIgeon, but whether thllir forcefulness created a~ 
serIous alarm In hiS mind, or whatever other effect they have been attended with I 
have not been able to ascertain. . , 

So far as the philanthropic objPcts of the mission are concerned. I do not see that 
th~y can derive any direct or indirect benefit from the possession of the place they: 
stuve for; though I, for one, am decidedly in favor of their relinquishinlt no right 
of settlement they ha~e acquired in any portion of the territory; but I here feel 
bO~In~ to ~ay, as a portIOn of my general remarks upon this territory, that all the 
MlsslOna,nes whom I have seen within it have succeeded much better in makin ... 
farms, raising stock, erecting mills, establishing stores, and improving their ow:; 



HISTORY OF OREGON. 105 

worldly condi~ion, than. t~~y have been in saving the souls of the Indians. I have, 
however, no right to ~ntlclse and condemn the peculiar system of these gentlemen, 
for they should certalDly know more about the redemption of souls than I who 
never worked at it. It, therefore, is not for me to say that the Indian will not more 
readily imbibe r.egener~ting grac.c by digging. the ground and carrying logs on his 
shoulders, than ID wearlDg ~ut his knee-pans ID fruitless ejaculations. ' 

The Yam Hill R~ver, ~hlch I have spoken of before as entering the western bank 
of the WIlla mette, IS navigable for canoes and keel boats up to its forks about fif­
t~en or twenty. miles froI? its mouth. Above this still, and at the head ~f naviga­
tion on the Willameue, IS another town laid out, called Champoe, but I do not know 
that any lots have 3S yet been sold at that place. 

I lo.ok upon the Willamette valley as one of ~he finest agricultural countries in 
:America. The .80ft, r!ch solil of the prairies is easily broken up from its orig:n&ot 
1mbeddedness with a slDgle yoke of oxen, or a team of horses, and the moderation 
of the climate allows you to sow spring wheat as early as the middle of February, 
and from that until the 15th of May, as the season happens to run. You commence 
ploughing in October, and plough and sow wheat fron. that time to the fifteenth of 
May, to SUIt the spring or fall crops. There is not much difference in the yield of 
the early and late sowin3s, but YOll must put about twice as much seed in the ground 
for the latter as for the former. The land vields from 25 to 40 bushels to the acre. 
I saw a field of five acres sown about the i5th of May last, in new ground, which 
produced one hundred and ten bushels of the most excellent grain. 

The wheat of this country is better than that of the States. The grains are 
larger and plumper, and a bushel weighs several pounds more. 

This country produces oats, peas, tomatoes, and garden vegetables generally, in 
great abundance. Irish potatoes and turnips grow better here than in the States. 
Sweet potatoes have not yet been tried, with the exception of an inferior specimen, 
from the Sandwich Islands, and they did not succeed well. If we had some good 
aeed from the States, I have no doubt we could make them produce very well. In­
dian corn does not succeed well, and it is not so profitable a crop as other grain, 
yet it can be raised here in sufficient quantities for all useful purposes, for you need 
but little, in consequence of not being obliged to feed your stock. 

Fruit, such as apples, peaches, cherries. plumbs, pears, melons, &c., thrive here 
exceedingly well; while wild fruit and berries abound in the utmost profusion. 
Cranberries are found in great quantities near the mouth of the Columbia, and are 
brought up here and to Vancouver, by the Indians, and sold. for almost nothing. 
Blue-berries, raspberries, sal-lal-berries, thorn-berries, crab-apples, a kiud ofwhortle­
berry, and strawberries are found in large quantities in every direction in this sec­
tion of Oregon. The strawberries of this country are peculiarly fine; they are 
larger in their size than those of the States, and possess a more delicious flavor. 

As regards the country for grazing, it is certainly all that anyone could wish it. 
Cattle require no shelter nor feeding, and upon the Yam Hill plains numerous salt 
springs supply another necessary of their fodder. Cows calve here when fifteen 
and twenty months old. This is also a good country for raising hogs; upon the 
Willamette below the f~, and on the Columbia, they live upon the wappato-root, 
and upon the plains they find a plentiful subsistence in the grass and fruit of the 
white oak. The grass of this country as I have had occasion. to say before,. is pe­
culiarly nutritious, and cattle who have been put here to recrUIt, recover theIr phy­
sical energies with wonderful rapidity while feeding on it. In the last ?f November, 
the period of my first VISit to thIS place, I saw a fin? sorrel horse, ~hlch .had been 
brought to this country by Mr. John Holeman of Clmton County, MISSOUrI, that was 
turned upon the grass in Fallatry Plain~ in the middle of the previous month. He 
was then so reduced and feeble, with the .fatigues he had undergone during the trip 
from the States, that he could barE'ly raise a trot; but when I saw him, he was ill 
fine condition and c.nvetting about the plains as gaily as any of the other horses, 
with whom he was enjoying primitive independence. Cattle that were worked from 
the States to the Dalles, and from there brought down to the Willamette valley 
last year, have borne the winter ~ell, and are n?~ thriving rapid~y. . 

The climate of this lower section of Oregon, IS mdeed, most mIld. Havmg now 
passed a winter here, permanently and most comfortably established at Linntan. I 
am enabled to speak of it from personal experience. The winter may be said to 
commence about. the middle of December, and to end about the 10th of February, 
and a notion of the genial nature of its ,-isitation may be gain~d from the fact, I.hat 
I saw strawberries in bloom ahout the first of last December III the Fallatry Plams, 
and as early as the 20th of February the wild flowers were blooming on the hill-
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'd Th s has IIOW been crrowinu since the 10th of Februarv, alJd toward" 
81 e.. e gras "., . . . I 
the ('nd of that month, the trees were budding ami the shrubbery I.n boom. About 
the 2Gth of November, we had a spell of co!d weather, and a slight .rail of snow, 

h
' h h ever was gone in a day or two. In Decemher, we had very little snow, 

w IC. ow, .' , b II f' I'k h . 
all of it melting a; it fell; m January we haG m~re, ut ao. It. let e prevI-
ous falls, melted as it came down, wllh the exceptIOn of one "lsltatlOn, that manag-
ed to I.tst upon the groulld for three days.. . . 

TllP soil has not been frozen more than one Inch deep dUring the whol~ winter, 
and ploughing has been carried .on wtthout interruptIOn througho,ut the wll1ter and 
fall. .\5 regards rains 111 the Winter, I have found them milch les. troublesome than 
I anticipated. I had supposed, from what I had heard of the Incessant storms of 
this region, that out-door work could not be done at all here, dUring the rainY sea­
son, bllt I have fOllnd that a great deal m~re labor of thIS d,'scTlptlOn can be per­
formed here than durina the same period In the western states. The rams fall m 
gentle ,holV~rs, and are "generally what are termed drizzling rains, from the effect 
of which a blanket·coat IS an effectual protection for the whole day. They are not 
the chilly rains whicl! sting you in the fall and spring season~ of the eastern states, 
but are warm as well as light. They are never hard enough In the .worst of tllnes, 
to wash the roads or fields, and consequently, you can find no gullies worn ur cut 
in your fields, by this means, 

As 10 winll, I hove witnessctlless, if such a t8rm can be used, than at any other 
place I have ever been in, and I have but to say, that If ~he timber we have here, 
spread their lofty branches in the States, they would be riven by the IIghtmng. and 
hlown down to an extent that would spare mallY of them the blow of the settler's 
axe. Here, I have heard no thunder, and have seen but one tree that had been 
struck t>y lightning. 

CHAPTER XI. 

Aborillines of Orcgon-Their numbers and ehnracter- Their cnnoes- Their mode 
of /is/lIl1g-Game-Timbcr-Fisheries- H"ater power-Mountains-A !tOlcano 
_Commercial, Agricultural, and Jlanufacturing features of Oregon-Value of 
the ann of labor. 

THE aborigines of Oregon form, at present, nine-tenths of the population of the 
whole cuuntry, and from thei.r newly adapted hflbits, are deserving of a place in the 
social census. They were formerly much more numerous, but like all the savage 
race, they melt aw"v from the white man's approach like shadows before the ad­
vancin~ sun. I have no means of accurately ascertaining their number, as large 
bodies 'of them are in the habit of moving fro", place to place to reap the varying 
harvests of the fisheries, bllt I believe they somewhat exceed 20,000. They are 
most numerous in the Nez Perces country, which extends eastward from Wallawalla, 
and considera[.\e numbers of the Che~nooks attracted by the fisheries, are to be 
found at the Dalles and at the I,luuth of the Columbia river. They are, however, 
degenerate and lH,)~~n. a;"l instead of the proud and warlike being which presents 
itself to the imagination when the idea of an American Indian enters it. they but 
offer to the actual beholder the specimen of a creature del1raded almost to the level 
of a beast, and capable of snbmitting to the most 5ervil: abasement. Indeed, so 
completely arc they under the control of the superior intelligence of the Ar.glo Saxon 
settler, that they can scarcely be considered in a much more dignified light than as 
a race of natural v.lhen5 or serfs. The Nez Perces Indians retain in a greatp,r de­
gree than any other, their ancient illdependence; but even the members of this 
tribe fall readily under the control and mastery of the whites. 

The Indians between \\~ alia walla and the Ddlles are a cowardly and thievish set, 
and t)1e portio,:! of them situated at the I~tter place, in addition to being degraded 
and Ignorant III the extreme, are so addIcted to stealing, that they lay hands on 
eve-ry trifle that comes Within their reach. Those portions at Vancouver and in 
the valley of the \\'''Iamette, are abject, servile, and filihy in their habits, and most 
of them go half naked dUring the whole year. In both this and the adjoining region, 
they perform a great deal of work for the whites and where labor is so scarce as it 
is here, the~ are of no slight assistance to the ~ettlements. Many of them make 
very good hlTed hand;, and they are found particularly useful in rowing boats, pad­
dlIng canoes, herdll1g cattle, and in the menial operations which require a sort of 
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refuse labor, if such a term can be used, that would be dear lit the outlay of ~ valu. 
able settler's time. You can hire a Chenook,to work upon a farm a week for a 
shirt worth 83 cents. 

These India~s construct the finest canoes in the world. They make them out 
of the cedar which grows at the mouth of the Columbia, from twenty to thirty feet 
long, and from three to four feet wide. Their bottoms are tlat, like those of skiffs 
and being Iigh~, this constr~ctior., together with the sharp form of the bows, make~ 
them very sWift. In fas'hlonll1g the ranoe. they commenC'e upon the middle and 
taper it gradually to a sharp point at each end, not turning it up ~th a t10urish like 
the bows a~d stern .of (lrdinary vessels of the kind. The only ornament they put 
upon them, IS a sort of figure head made of a separate piece of wood, which is fitted 
on the bows, and is generally beautified with a rude mosaic of sea-shells imbedded 
in various figule!! in the wood. 

The conduct of the Hu~son's B~y Com.pany towards the Indians, has he en prompt 
and dlscrlmlcatmg. both III the dIstributIOn of benefits. and 111 the punishment of 
offences. They ha\'e not held a whole tribe responsible for the unauthorised acts 
of individuals, b~t have i.n all caies carefully sought oul. the real perpetrators and 
pumshed them Without fall. When the country was first yisited by the whites, the 
natives were o~ a .feroclolls and warlike character, and it required sixty men tl) pass 
up the ColumbIa III boats, to ensure the safety of the expedition i but now, a single 
individual can pass without molestation te the Dalles, and a squad of six or eight 
may travel in perfect security thlough any portion of the territory. The Flatheads 
and Snakes, formerly the most incorrigible, h11\'e long been peaceable, honest. and 
friendly. One of the gentlemen belonging to the Hudson's Bay Company, told me 
that 'in the many trading expeditions they had had with these tribes, they had never 
lost the first article, and many times they had purposely exposed their goods to trio 
fting depredations, for the purpose of te.ting their hO!1esty. 

All of the tribes of Oregon wear their hair long, and are exceedingly (ond of the 
4ress of the' whites i but nothing holds so strong a claim to their admiration, or so 
firm a seat in their affections, as a shirt. A pair of pantaloons holds the next place, 
a coat next, and so on through the inferior articles of apparel. They show the 
most extravagant delight when dressed in these garment«, but still prefer to display 
the shirt on the outside of all. Camlor, however, compels me to declare, that those 
who are fortunate enough to possess olle of these articles, generally make it do the 
duty of a full dress. They call the Americans, "Bostons," which title they have 
adopted in consequence of having been originally informed by Captain Gray, the 
first pale (ace wr.o ever entered their territory, that he came from a place called 
Boaton. The English they call King George. 

The Indians of Oregon are exceedingly addicted to gambling, and have been 
known to pursue this demoralising passion to the fatal length of even staking their 
libErty on a game. and playing themselves, by a run of ill luck, into a state of per· 
petual slavery. When we estimate the love of a sav~ge for. inuepende~ce, w~ can 
arrive at some mea~urement of the degree uf the passion which exacts Its sacnfice. 
UpOIl the whole, these Indians are of vast benefit 10 the whites of this region. In 
the present condition of the settlements, we should lose much by their absence. 

FISHERIEs.-The fisheries of this country are very great, and foremost among all 
the varieties which they produce, is the unrivalled salmon. It would be impossible 
to estimate the numbers o( this excellent fish annually taken in the Columbia and its 
tributaries; but they have been set down at ten thousand barrels a year, which 
number I do not think by any means too large. The salmon in this conntry are 
never caught with a hook. They are sometimes taken by the Indians with a small 
scoop ne~, but generally are caught with a sort of spear .of a verr peculiar descrip. 
tion. These are made by the natives after the followmg (ashlon. They take a 
pole, made of ash, or of some .hard wood, about ten (eet long and .one inch thick, 
and gradually tapering to a pomt at one end. They then cut a pIece, about four 
inches long, from the sharp prQng O! a buck's horn, and hollow out the large end ~o 
that it fits the pole. A,bout the middle of t.he buck horn, they make a small hole 
through which they put a cord, or leather strmg, that runs alung the pole ~nd (a~. 
tells to it' about two feet (rom the lower end. When. they spear a fish With thiS 
weapon, the pole is withdrawn and the buck ~orn ba~b is left imbedded in the ~ni­
mal's body, or having run through and through It, remalDs fastened on the other. Side. 
Escape is thus rendered impossible, and the prey unable to elude the prong, IS se­
curely drawn in by the string. All the salmon caught here are taken by the In­
dians, and sold to the whites at about ten cents each, and frequently for less. One 
Indian will take about twenty upon an average per day. 
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The salmon taken at different points, differ greatly in kind and quality, and it i. 
only at particular places that they can be taken. The fattest and best are .thole 
taken at the mouth of the Oolumbla, and the next hest are those taken')n the 
Columbia, a few miles below Vancouver, at t~e ~ascades! an~ at the Dalles. 
Those taken at the WiIlamette falls, are sm.aller m Size, ~nd mferlor In flu'or, a~d 
are ~aid to be of a different kim!. What IS slf)g~l~r, this fish cannot be taken m 
any considerable numbers with large seines, and .thls IS oRly t.o be accou?ted for, by 
their remarkaLle shyness, and their supen~r activity. I behev~ no white m~n has 
yet succeened in taking th.em with the gig .. They make their ap~earance 111 t~e 
vicinity of Vancouver, first m the Klackaml1s rIver, and the best quality are taken m 
June. 

There are several other kinds of fish in thE' bays, livers, and creeks of the 
territory, of which a species of cod and the st~(geon are the most important. The 
latter are a large fish, and afford great sport m a leisure hour to tak.e them With a 
hook and line. Tbey are taken m the Wlllamette, belo~ the falls; 111 the. Colum­
bia, at all points, and in the Snake or Saptln Tlver, as high l1p as Fort BOise. Of 
shell· fish we have the crab, clams, muscles, and a small description of oyster. 
Game.~ The wild animals of this, the first section of Oregon, are the black bear, 

black· tailed deer, raccoon, panther, polecat, rabbit, wolf, beaver, and a few others. 
Of these the deer and the woll'es are the most .umerous. We have no buffaloes, 
antelope;, or prairie chickens here, but in the SEcond section the latter species 
of feathered game are plenty. 

Of fancy birds, we have blue jay, larger, and of a deeper blue than those 
of the States; the nut-brown wren, a most beautiful and gentle little atom, scarcely 
larger than the humming-bird; also a species of bird, which resembles the robin in 
form, color, and size; and also a species of nightingale, that sings the livelong 
night; Lut though I have heard tbese evening eongsters, time and again, I ha\'e 
ne\'er yet managed to .get sight of one. The bald eagle, so well t1escribed by 
''Vilson, is fOllnd along all the rivers; but here, he is Obliged to compromise a 
portion of his 10~ly character to his necessities, and to work for his own living, 
having no fish· hawks to catch his game for him. He feeds principally upon the 
dead salmon he gleans froll} the surface of the water, as they float downward in the 
stream, and changes hid diet by an occasiollal swoop upon some unlucky duck, 
which he catches either while on the wing, or while feeJing in the river., If the 
duck whpn pursued in the air, can reach the surface of the water, he does so with 
the utmost speed of wing, and seeks a momentary refuge by divin:: under it. The 
eagle, balancing himself over the spot of his victim's disappearance, waits until he 
rises, and then strikes at him again and again, until the latter's strength becomes 
wasted with the unusual effort, and giving out at length, the relentless conqueror 
hears him off as he rises languidly and for the last time to the surface of the water. 
We have also pheasants in ahundance, likewise partridges, grouse, brant, pelicans, 
plovers, wild geese, thrush, gulls, cranes, swans, and ravens, crows and vultures. 
For a sportsman, this region is a paradise, and a dog and a gun will afftmi him a 
chapter of elysium every day of his life. 

There is one peculiarly attractive feature, which this country possesses over most 
?thers, and that i~, that liki! Old Ireland itself, it. has no £Ioisunous reptiles Clr 
tnsects, and better than Ireland, we are not burdened with obligations to ~ny 
saint for the saintly ofiice of extirpating them. The only snake we have, is the 
harmle.s garter-snake, and there are no flies to annoy the cattle. 

Timber.- The timber of this section of Oregon, constit.utes the main source of its 
wealth. It is found ill i.exhaustible quantities on the Columbia and on the Willa­
mette, just where the water power is at hand to cut it up, a~d where ships can 
easily take It 011 board. The principal timber of this sectIOn is the fir, the white 
C€dar, white oak and black ash. Th~re are three kinds of fir; the white, yellow, 
and red; all of them fine for plank, shmgles, boards and rails. 

The white fir m~kes the best 3hingles. The fir is a species of pine, which grows 
very tall and straight, and stands very thick upon the ground. Thick as they 
stand, however, when .you CUt one, it never lodges in its fall, for the reason that it 
never forks, and the limbs uf the others are too small to stop the descent of its 
e.normous b~lk. In the Cascade mountains, and near the mouth ot the Columbia 
nver, they nse to the height of three hundred feet. They split exceedingly well, 
ami. make tbe finest boards of any timber I have ever seen. I cut one tree, from 
whlc.h I sawed twenty. four cuts of three foot boards, and there are plenty of such 
Bfleclmens all around me, yet untouched. 

The white cedar is very fiDe timber, and is nearly if not quite equal to the red 
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~.da! of the 8tat~s. In the vicinity of Linntan, it grows to the size of three feet 
lD diameter, and IS tall enough to make six rail cuts to the tree. I have cut two 
ware-h~use logs, thirty feet long, off one tree, a'nd three of the same logs off a recl 
fir, . which was only about fourteen mches in diameter at the stump. The cedar 
spht~ remarkably well, makes fine rails, shingles, or house-logs, and lasts a 
lifetime. 

The white oak timber ill beUer for wagon-making than any specimens to be 
found east of the Rocky Mountains, and it is the best wood that can be had for axe­
handles, and for similar purposes. It grows' about as tall as in the States. The 
black oak, which also grows profusely ill our forests, makes excellent fire-wood and 
answers likewise for many:other purposes. ' 

In the r8:nge. of mountains ~ack .of Linntann, we have plenty of the hemlock, the 
bark o~ which I~ fine for tannmg hides; and I hue no doubt that ere long, the skins 
~hat will be str!pped from our largv herds of stock, will be extensively convertelll 
lIlto leather, by Its agency. We have also the dog-wood and cherry-maple, sprinkled 
among the firs and c~dars. The hazel of this country is four times larg~r than 
that of the States, and IS also much tougher in its teItnre; it is extensively used for 
hoops, and for the manufacture of a coarse kind of scrub broom. The fruit of this 
tree is of a lighter color than the hazel-nuts of the Statlls, and they are of the shape 
and size of a chinkapin acorn. Persor,s coming from 'he States will find very little 
timber here like that to which they have been accustomed, for all of it is on'a 
grander s:ale. The black asb and dog-wood are very similar to tbose of Tennessee 
and Kentucky, and the white oak is perhaps but little different from any eastward 
of the mountains. But we have no walnut, hickory, percimmon, pawpaw, locust, 
coffee-nut, chestnut, sugar-tree, box· elder, poplar, sycamore, or elm. 

Water Power.-The water power of this country is unequalled, and is found dis­
tributed through every section. That at the falls of the W illamette cannot be sur­
passed in the world. Any quantity of machinery can be put in motion there; but 
the good water power is not confi.ned to the Willamette falls, for in many places OR 
the Columbia, the Willametle. and the other rivers, there are mill sites as good, 
though none of them are quite so large. These advantages for converting the tim­
ber which surrounds them, into a marketable comm04ity of great value in the 
neighbouring ocean, will ere long be appreciated to a far greater extent by even this 
region, than at present. 

Mountains.-We have the most beautiful scenery of North America-we lie 
upon the largest ocean, we have the purest and most beautiful streams," the loftiest 
and most majestic trees, and the most stupendous mountains of the continent. The 
latter, as I have had occasion to mention before, are divided into Ihree great ranges, 
bul as the description of the features of the lower region is at present my especial 
object, I will pass over the Rocky mountains and.the Blue, and confine myself to the 
President's range which forms the eastern wall of our valley. The several peaks 
of this range ace grand and imposing objects. From Vancouver you have a full and 
fair view of Mount Hood, to the south. which is called by some the tallest peak of 
the Cascades, and rises more than sixteen thousand feet above the level of the sea, 
and ten thousand abo,e the mountains immediately around it. This lofty pile rises 
by itself in a regular and perfect cone, and is cover~d vo.:ith perpe~ual . sno~. It 
is the only pllak you, can see from Vancouver, as the view III other dm!ctlOns IS ob­
scured by tall fir timber. At tbe mouth of the Willa mette, as you enter the Co­
lumbia, you have a full view of Mount St. Helens or Mount Waehington, and also 
of Mount Hood. From Linntan you have a very fair view of the former mountain, 
which is almost fifty miles distant from this point, though it looks as if it were al­
most within reach. This peak is very smooth and perfectly conical in its form. It 
is nearly as tall as Mount Hood, and is the most· beautiful of the range. It lies im.­
mediately on a line with the mouth of the Columbia, and is a land-mark visible 
several miles at sea and useful in directing vessels to its harbor. Like Mount Hood 
it stands alone in its solitary grandeur fllr above all surrounding objects and awing 
them into iosignificance. This mountain,.which until last year, towered seren~ly in 
the air covered With ten thousand perpendicular feet of snow, suddenly burst mto a 
burning volca!,o, i!, which I!tat~ it now remains. The crater is in i.ts ~ide ~bout 
two-thirds of Its distance from Its base, and by the account of the Indian mhabltants 
in its vicinity, it emitted a·tlood of lava at the time of its eruption, which poured ita 
stream of fire through the whole depth of the virgin sheet that wrapped its sides. A 

• We ,rote.t against this claim for their ~vers, for it is at variance with the wri~er" own 
dtllcriptiOn of the whole line of .treams which he traversed from the Rocky mountains to the 
ocean. 
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savage who had been hunting deer some distance up the mountain, findin~ his re­
turn to his WIf'wam thus cut off, took a run and attempted to Jllmp across It, but not 
bl'ing able to ~Iear its breadth, he fell wilh one foot in the glowing torrent, and was 
so severely burnt, that he came very nearly being lamed for life. He hastened to 
Vancouver, however, and by the assistance of Dr. Barclay at the Fort, was gradu-

ally cured. . ' . 
This mountain is second in height to but. one In the world,. (CotopaxI In Sout.h 

America,) and like other volcanoes It hums at Intervak On one side of It near Its top, IS 
discovered a large dark object amid the surrounding snow, which is supposed to be 
the mouth of a huge cavern, and dOllbtless is the ancient crater of some pxpirfld issue. 
On the 16th Fc'bruary 1844, the mountain burned most magnificently. Dense masses 
of smoke rosp. up in immense columns and wreathed the whole crest of the peak 
in sombre alld ma-sive clouds; and in the eveniTl~ its fire lit up the flaky mountaln­
eide with a flood of soft yet brilliant radiallce, The range. of which this is the most 
distinguishing ft-ature, rUlls thn)lI~hollt the whole length of the territory and is re­
markable for it, seperate 3nd ind"pendant cones. 

Commercial, Agricultural and, Manufacturing lldvanlages.-The commercial ad­
vantages of this country are vpry great. Tae trade with the Sandwich Islands is 
daily illcreasing, and surrounded as we are with a half civilized race of men, o~r 
manufacturing power will soon have a home market for itself; besides, South Amen­
ca, California and the Sandwich Islands, mllst depend upon us for theIr lumber. 
Already large quantities of shingles and plank Rre sent to the latter market, and 
we shall also have a full demand for all our other surplus productions at the same 
port, for most vessels vIsitIng the north Pacific. touch at these isla.,ls for the pur­
pose of obtaining supplies of fresh provisions. The Russiall settlements are already 
dependent upon us, and even the markets of China are within our reach. For the 
supply of the regions of the Pacific, and the more northern settlements of the coast, 
there can be no competition with us in the way of provisions, as we haTe no neigh­
bors in the proJucing line, 

I conoider Oregon. in many respects, superior to California, as in the latter 
country, the climate is so warm that pork and beef cannot be put up, and conse­
quently the grazer loses half his profits; besides, its enervating temperature like 
that of all warm countries, has a degenerating effect upon the enterprise of the in­
habitants. For a commercial and manllfacturing people, the climate of Oregon is 
~arrn enough. "Ve can here preserve our pork and beef without danger of ite taint­
Ing before the completion of the packing; and we have finer timber, better water 
power, and are not subject to the ruinous drouO'ht,s of California. 

Since our arrival, the prospects of the country have ?ery much improved. Busi­
ness of all kinds is active and times are flourishing. 'Ve live in a state of primitivo 
simphcity and indepenaence; we are the victims of no vices; there is no drillkillg 
or gambling among us, and Labor meets with such ample inducements and ready 
rewards, that lazy men are m'lde inuustrious by the mere force of the influences 
around them. 

Farming is considered the best business of this country. The business of making 
and putting up bmter, which is never worth less than twenty cents per pound, is 
very profitable. A good fresh attic Ie is, I am told, never worth less than fifty cents 
and often brings one dollar per pound in the Pacific islands. There are now in 
operation, or will be this summer, mills enough to supply the whole population with 
fiollr. There is no scarcity of provisions at the prices I have previously stated, and 
I find that the emigrants who came out last year, live very comfortably, are per­
fectly content with their chaiige, and are much improved in their appearance since 
the time of their arrival. 

We h'lve the finest spar timber, perhaps, in the world, and vessels arriving at the 
Columbia often take off a quantity for that purpose. The saw mills at the Willa­
mette Falls cut large quantities of plank which they sell at two dollars. per hundrell. 
In speaking of the fir before, I omilted stating that it made excellent coal for black­
smith's purposes; and I will farthe~ remark that it is singular that neither the fir nor 
the cedar" when burned, makes any ashes. It has been supposed that the timbered 
l~nd of thIS country Will be hard to clear up, but I have come to a tlifferent conclu­
sIOn from the fact that the fir timber bas very little top, is easily kindled, and burns 
readily. It also becomes seasoned very soon, and it is the opinion of good farmers 
that .the timbered .land will make the best wheat-fields of tpe country. 

"hen an indIVIdual has any idle time, he can employ himself in making fir and 
cedar shmgles, for the first of which he can get four uoilals a thousand, and for the 
aecond, five; any quantity of them can be dispo~ed of at these rate~. Carpenters 
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~nd other mech,nics obtain three dollars per day and found. There is employment 
In ah~ndance for eve.ry one desiring it, and it is only necessary for a man to be in­
dustrious to accompl:sh sure success and surround himseif with all the comforts of 
an earthly paradise. 

CHAPTER XII. 

Concludinc remarks-Directions to !Emigrants-Line of route and table of distan-
ces. 4-c . 

. HAVING now comp~eted an ~cco~nt of all the material points of our expedition 
l!lto Or"gon, and. furmshed the mqUirer a general idea of its character and capabili­
ties, the only thmg that remain~ for me to do in the limits of this sketch is to 
add a few more direetions for the emigrant, for whose particular benefit as i said 
before, these imperfect notes are furnished. I haye shown, indeed the r:sult of ou; 
general expedition proved, that the roule from the Rendezvous in Missouri, to this 
point, i~ practicable for any description of conveyance, and the success of our cattle 
1111 commg through, adds an assurance that it is remsrkable as well, for its extraor­
dinary emigrating facilities. If this needs allY corroboration, a world of evidence can 
be-furnished to sustain it, as well as every fact I have advanced; but in support of 
the peculiar feasibility of the route across the Indian territories of the States and 
along the line of the Platte, I will merely refer the reader to the fact, that Mr. Ash­
ley, in an expedition in 1836, drew a field piece, (a six pounder) from Missouri, across 
the prairies, through the southern pass, to a fort on Utah lake (to the south of our 
southern boundary line,) the whole journey being a distance of 1200 miles; and to 
the additional fact that in 1828, a large number of heavily laden wagons performed 
the same journey with ease and without an accident, as will be seen by a reference 
to Congressional documents on tile. 

It will be remarked that I have slurred over portions of the route and neglected 
the rQgular incidents of much of our daily travel, but when it is remembered that 
the journey lasted six monthe, and that the events of many sJ]cces5iYe days scarcely 
varied from each other, the rearler will come to the conclusion that it wou)d have 
been hardly wise in me to have taxed hiB patience with each day's dull routine. The 
great object, I considered to be, the furnishing the couree of the route, a view of its 
general aspect and difficulties, the distances between points of travel, (the main ob. 
ject of the present chapter) and to impart an accurate notion of the re~ion which 
the .eltler must make his future home. I have therdore avoided everything that 
did not contribute to this design, with tne exception of a few trifling incidents of 
humor inseparable frem such an expedition, which I introduced to enliven the mono­
tony of the narrative, and which, moreover, I considered useful, as affording an idea 
of camp life, and the amusements of a journey over the prairies. 

Emigrants should start as early as possiblo in ordinary seasons. The tirst of 
May shonld bQ set down if possible as the outside limit, and even as early as the 
first of April, would dQ. For those coming from the Platte country, it is thought 
to be most atlvisable to cro~s the Missouri at McPherson's ferry in Holt county, and 
to take up the ridge between the Platte and the Kanzas rivers. .. 

Companies of forty or tifty wagons are large enough, and I would adVise bodle. 
of travellers for this region to keep within that measure. Large bodies prove un­
wieldly to arrange and to control; the numerous stock attached t~ the!D be.come 
troublesome, and moreover large bodies of Americans are prone to differ 111 opmlOD. 
Small collections offer but few inducements to a disordered ambition, but largw ones 
ale conducive of selfiilh strife and discord. This has been seen to ha\'e been the 
case with our expedition; which divided after crossing,the Kanzas; and which was 
further subdivided afterwards, on the other side of. the mountains. I did not par­
ticularize this latter circumst8llce because I considered it of minor importance 
at the time, and it is now sufficient for my purpose to mention it here, as a caution 
against the error which i~dllced It, in the future.. . . 

In driving stock te thiS country, about one m ten IS I~st; not more. Haymg 
Itaited, the best way to proceed to save your teams, IS to dnve a reasonable ~Ista.nce 
every day, and to stop and ge into camp about an hour before sundown. This gives 
time for all the necessary arrangements of the encampment and afford, the teams 
an opportunity to rest and eat before the night sets in. About eiglit hours drive in 
the long days-resting an hour at noon~is, I think ellough for one day's travel, and 
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you should make it a rule never to drive irregularly if you can help it. Along the 
whole line of the Platte, on the Bear and Boise rivers, a~d in many other place~, 
you can encamp at any point you please; but at some pomts of the route you will 
be compelled to drive hard to get water and range for your cattle. 

When vou reach the country of the buffalo, never stop your wa,ons to hunt, 81 

you will c~nsume more provisions during the delay than you will. save by the a'."ou!ll 
of your game; for it is generally cunsumed at once from the dIfficulty of curmg It, 
in consequence of the warmth of the weather. L~t YO\lr horsemen and S~OUt8 per­
form this duty, and supply this want for you; and If they use proper exertIOns, they 
can keep you all in fresh meat th~ouChout the who!e of the country of game. Any 
one wi~hing the amusement of thIS sport .. should brIng al?ng an e~tra ~orse,. and not 
use him until he reaches the buffalo regIon, as the huntmg of thIS anImal IS rougll 
work alld emigrants must needs be very careful they do not break Iheir horses down • 
.A. pr~dent care should be taken of horses, teams, and provisions from the ,tart, and 
no extra exertion should lie required frora the two first, and .olhing of the last should 
be thrown away that can be eaten. 

If a prudent course is taken. the trip can be made in ordinary seasons, in four 
months. It is true it took us longer, but we lost a great deal of time upon the road, 
and besides, we had the way to break. I have reason to believe, that other and 
better routes than the one travelled by us can be found. Captain Gant, ollr pilot, 
was dt:cidedly of the opinion, that to keep up the south fork of tile Platte, and to 
cross it just above the stream called the Kooshlapood, and thence:up the latter stream, 
passing between the Black Hills on your right, and the Rocky Mountains on your 
left, and striking by this course at last the ordinary route by Green river, would be a 
better and nearer way into Oregon, and more plentifully supplied with game than the 
one we look. He had travelled both, and. only brought us throu,h the road he did, 
to avoid the large bands of Sioux and Black feet Indians, whom he had been illformed 
were hunting upon the southern route. 

The following table of distanclls, it is proper for me to say, is a rough calculation 
made up from an estimate of ollr daily travel. It consequently does not daim the 
accuracy of a geometrical admeasurement, but it is tllought by those to whom I have 
submitted it, to be not far out of the way. 

A TABLE 01" DISTANCES FROM INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, TO THE INTERHEDIATE POINTS 

BETIVEEN THAT TOWN AND ASTORIA AT TilE MOUTH OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER. 

Miles. Miles. 
From Independence to the Rendezvous, 20 From dividing ridlre to Little Sandy River, 16 
Rendezvous to Elm Grove 15 Little Sandy to Big Sandy, _ _ - 14 
From Elm Grove to Walpalusia, 22 Big Sandy to Green River, _ 25 
Walpalusia to Kanzas river. 31 Down same, 1!1 
Kanzas River to Big Sandy creek, 31 To Black's fork of Green River, • 22 
Big Sandy to Hurricane Branch. - 12 From Black's fork to Fort Bridger, 30 
Hun-icane Branch to East lork of Fort Bridger to Big Muddy River, 20 

Blue River, - - - 20 Big Muddy to Bear River. _ _ 37 
East fork to West fork of BIlle River, - 15 Down Bear River to range of hills mentioned 
West fork to where we came in sight of the as runnin~ up to its bank, _ _ 67 

Republican fork of the Blue River, - 41 Down Bear River to Great Soda Spring, - 38 
Up RepUblican fork of the Blue River to ~ From Soda Spring to the Porlneuf River, 

where we left it to cross over to the 66 the firsl water of the Columbia, _ • !lIS 
Big Platte River, • - - To Fort Hall in the Snake or Saptin River, 68 

Up the Platte to where we saw the first herd From Fort Hall to the Portneuf again, • 11 
of buffalo, - • . - • - 56 Portneuf to Rock Creek, • _ _ tn 

Up the same to the crossing on the South Rock Creek to Salmon Falls on the Saplin, _ ti 
fork of same, - - - - • 117 Salmon Falls to crosaing on the Saptin, _ 21 

South fork to crossing on North Fork of From crossing of Saptin to Boiling Spring 19 
same. • • 31 Boiling Spring to Boile River, _ • _ 48 

Crossinlt of North Fork to Cedar Grove, - II Down same to Fort Boise on Saptin, • _ 40 
Cedar Grove to Solitary Tower, 18 Fort Boise to Burnt River, _ _ 41 
Solitary Tower to Chimney Rock, - 18 Up Burnt River for, _ _ _ _ 26 
Chimney Tower to Scott's BluJl"s,. - 20 From last point to Powder River at " the 
Scott'. Blllffs to Fort Larimie, - - • 38 Lone Pine," _ _ _ _ 18 
lort Larimie to Big Spring at foot of Black From " the Lone Pine" to Grand Round, _ 16 

HiUs, - • . • " 8 Grand Round to the Umatilla River on the 
lUg Sr,ring to Keryan on North fork of west of the Blue '\fountains, _ _ 41 

P alte,. - - • - • _ 30 Umatilla to Dr Whitman's Mission, _ 29 
Keryan to crossing of North Fork - - 84 )fission to Fort Wallawalla, _ 2S 
Crossing of North Fork to Sweet~ater Wallawalla to the Dalles Mjllion, _ 126 

River, - '" - • 55 Dalles to Vancouver, _ 100 
Up Sweetwater River to where we first l Vancouver to Astoria, _ SO 

saw the eternal snows of the Rocky 60 Astoria to the ocean. • _ 10 
Mountains, -. _ _ 

From the above point to main dividing Making.in all from Independence to the ~ ""36 
ridge of lWcky Mountsinl, - - - 40 Pacific ocean, S ..., 
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From Independence to Vancouver by the above computation is 1946 miles by the 
route we travelled I am well satis6ed that the distance does not exceed 2000 miles 
f~r the reason that our ox teams could not have accomplished a greater distance 
within the time of their actual employment. 

The trip to Oregon is neither a costly nor an expensive one, and an indiviaual can 
trave.1 her~ at as small an expense, as he can move from Tennessee or Kentucky, 
to MIssouri. All the property he starts with he can hring through, and it is worth, 
upon his arrival, more than when he set out. 

To conclude, there is no country in the world where the wants of man can be so 
readily supplied, and upon such easy terms as in this; and none where the beauties 
of nature are displayed ul'0n a grander scale . 
. The chief value,of this country, I must remark in closing, lies in the advantages 
It offers to the Umted States for a direct route to the East Indies and the ports of 
the Pacific ocean. Already these have been embraced by the Hudson's Bay settlers, 
and even now, the products of this region have grown to an importance that would 
make them sadly missed by several of the island markets and settlements upon the 
western coasts which they have of late supplied. Every day adds to their amount 
and their demand, and an ordinary sagacity may see in this fact, the promise of our 
future importance in the commercial world. There are many considerations in­
volved in the first steps of our advance which it would please me to allude to in 
detail, but they are not embraced within the scope of my present purpose, and I leave 
them to the treatment of ab!er political economists. 
* * * • * * ~ • * * 

The more extenderl political organization of which I before spoke, is about to take 
place, and I was waited upon two or three days agu by a party from the Falls, to 
consult upon a plan of a general territorial government, with a legislature of two 
houses, and a Chief Justice for its first executive officer, This arrangement will 
embrace all the settlements of the valley into one common government, the repre­
sentatives of which will convene in general congress, at stated periods, at Multono­
mah or Oregon city, and there transact all the necessary business for our little 
body politic. When this plan is adopted, (as it doubtless will immediately be,) it will 
perhaps, be the peculiar honor of your hnmble servant, to sit in a curule chair of 
the first RepUblican Goverment beyond the Rocky mountains. We shall then be 
able to make our own laws, and likewise to do our own voting and our own fight­
ing. Let not our brctheren of the States mistrust our ability to maintain ourselves 
in our new position! We have strong arms and stout hearts; we have despised the 
toils of two thousand miles of travel to build our homes upon the soil, and we will 
never leave its face, until we sink heneath it. * 

CONCLUDING NOTE. 

FALCONER'S RECENT WORK ON THE OREGON QUESTION. 

The author cannot say his last word without allusion to a British re.publication 
which appeared when the foregoing pages were in press, It is entitled, "THE 
OREGON QUESTION; OR A. STATEMENT OF TilE BRITISH CI,lIMS, IN OPPOSITION TO 

THE PRETENSIONS OF THE UNITED STA.TES, BY THOMAS FALCONER, BARRISTE& 

.AT LAW, OF LISCOLN'S INN." " 
It is unnecessary to our purpose to travel after .the WrIter tho'Jgh all hiS ,tort\lous 

sophistries, as they are fully answered by, the plall~ statements orthe pre~IOus por­
tions of this work' but, as Mr. Falconer IS a speCial advocate of InternatIOnal law, 
and advances som~ rather novel and interesting positions, it m~y not be ami6s.to 
glance at the main points of, his ,performance. The le~rned bamster som,ewhat m­
geniously commences by ,adJudgmg, ';Is the ~rench Title as the foundallon of our 
claims, and having given It thiS posllI,on as hiS least f~rmld~ble obs.tacle, pelts aw~y 
at it with evident satisfaction. He IS welcome to hiS pams, for If he succeeds m 
destroying it altogether, it will not affect our claims a jot. He next insists upon the 

00 .. Recent accouts from the west inform us that ther~ are now g:athe:ed near Independence, 
Missouri, about 7000 emigrants, all dcstinded for Oregon and CaJi[orDJ8. They are to set out 
in convenient detachments about the 1st of June. 

o 8 
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discoveries of Drake with the utmost pertinacity, though he succeeds bot poorly, and 
can manage to defend the varacity of the freebooting Preacher, on whose romantic 
Bt!ltements they depend, no better than by ask~ng-what ~otive he could have to lie r 
This appeal, in the face of the fact, that na vlgators had lor nearly a hundred years 
previous been struggling ~or the renown of the furthere!)! northern advance, is the 
very superlative of absurdIty, and IS undeservmg of a gra\·e reply. Mr. ralconer 
hys great stress upon tlw concessionH of Spain by the Nootka treaty, (a rather 
strange mode by the way of fortifying the antagonistic claims of Drake and. Cook,) 
and insists that, " this convention was an admission of the right of the English Go­
vernment to make settlements." Well, Ituppose it was, what then? She did 
not consummate that privilege by any settlement, as we have before shown, previ­
ous to the succeeding war of 1796 which swept the right away with the other con­
ditional agreements and reciprocal privileges dependant upon a state of amity! 
Had she, in the mean time, made an actual settlement and retained it thwl1gh the 
war, her proposition that" the right to looke settlements was a cession of teni­
tory," would, m its application to this case, wear a graver aspect. But throwing 
aside the Nootka treaty, and granting Britain the privilege of settlement in unoccu­
pied wastes as a naturaP right, and still she gains nothing by it, for, by her own 
rule: .. discovery alone and an alleged intention to occupy do not gin a perfect 
title, unless an actual occupation take place." This is an unfortunate quotation of 
the learned barrister's, for we have seen that Britain's very first settlement in any 
part of Oregon, was at Astoria, after the purcha~e of the Pacific Fur Company's 
effects in 1813; while on the other hand, the United States reaps the harveltl of 
the principle by a number of explorations and settlements extending from 17~ to 
the above period. But these formidable circumstances must be overcome, and the gen­
tleman of Lincoln's Inn seeks to accomplish his purpose by a farther burrowing into 
international law. By the outlay of a little industrions research, he find. that this 
grand system acc!Ords to the subjects of monarchial governments privileges by dis­
covery and settlement,· which it denies to the Citizens of a Republic; that while 
the former may be empowered by their sovereign to discover countries, to take pos­
session and establish laws, the latter cannot receive similar power3 from the Presi­
dl'nt of the United States, "and \'\tithout such authority," continues he, " they are 
mere outcasts and vagabonds upon the face of the desert, and no political inference9 
can be drawn from their acts. Hence," concludes the learned barrister, "the :Bri­
tish settlement on the Columhia in 1813, was the first of a national and legal charac­
ter, recognizable as such, by forl'ign nations." This is all very well as an ingenioult 
obliquity of argument, but uc understand the political distinction between American!! 
and Britons in a different sense. By our institutions every Citizen of the U niled 
States is in himself a sovereign, and possesses, as a matter of course, every natura} 
l'ight and its consequences, that monarchs grant by special act of grace to their obe­
dient subjects. While Europeans range in varying subordinate degrees, the Citi­
zens of our glorioul Republic have a right to rank with kings. 

Satisfied with his deductions, the learned gentleman finally wincls up with an 
appeal to the commercial interest!! which will be injured, by a state of war, and 
with a sugge9tion that 'he whole dispute be referred to the arbitration of some 
foreign power. 

Do we need more than this toprave the absurdity of international law as applied 
10 us 1 Is not the above insulting construction of our institutionp, a sufficient argu­
ment to induce us to reject at once the system it is based on with the contempt 
it deser\"es! Instead of gravely inquiring what might have been the opinion of thie 
or that monarchical writer some hundreds of years ago l would it not be more dignifi­
ed-more just, to decide for ourselves upon the merits of the case, and according to 
first principles 1 
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'CONTAINING THE DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE-TREA TIES 
AND NEGOTIATIONS BETWJ9EN RUSSIA, SPAIN, GREAT BRIT­
AIN AND THE UNITED STATES, RE'FERRED ToO.IN THE ,FIRST 
PORTIGN OF THE FOREGOING WORK 

,(No.1.) 

<c01i.,elltioll kehoem the Ullitel States and Rus6ia, signed at St. Petersburg, on the 
l"tk of April, 1824 . 

.. \RTICLE 1. It is agreed that, in any part of the great ocean, comnronly called 
<the Pacific Ocean, or SGuth'Sea, the respecti'{e citizens or subjects of the high con­
tracting powers shall be neither disturbed nor restrained, either in navigation or in 
iishing, or in the power ·of resorting to the coasts, upon points which may not 
~lready have been 8ccupieu, for the purpose of trading with the natives; saving 
always the restrictions and·conditionll determined by the fol/owing articles. 

ART. 2. With ,the view of preventing the rights of navigation and of fishing, 
llxercised upon the great ocean by the citizens and subjects of the high contracting 
powers, from becoming the ,pretext for an illicit trade, it is agreed that the citizens 
-of thll United States shall not resort to any point where there is a Russisn ~stab­
Iishment, without the permissiollof the governor or commander; and that, recipro­
'cally, the subjects of Russia shall not resort, without permission, ·to any establishment 
-of the United States upon the north-west coast. 

ART. 3. It is, moreover, agreed that hereafter there shall not be formed by the 
i:itizens of the United States, or ullder the authorilly of the said States, any estab­
lishment upon the north-west coast of A~rica, nor ,in any of the iilands adjacent, 
,to the north of 54 degrees and 40 minutes of DGrth latitude; and that, in the same 
manner, there shall be none formed by Russian subjects, or under the authority of 
Russia,6outh of the same parallel. 

ART. 4,. It is, nevertheless, understood that, during a·term of ten years, counting 
from the signature of the present convention, 'the ships of both powers, or which 
belong to their citizens or subjects, respectively, may rsciprocally frequent, without 
'8ny hinderance whatever, the interior seas, gulfs, harbors, and creeks, upon the coast 
mentioned in the preceding article, for the l'urpose of fishillg and trading with the 
.natives of the country. 

ART. 5. All spirituous liquors, fire-arms, other IrTms, powder, and munitions of 
'Wllr of every kind, are always eltceptetl from this same corn~r<.'e permitted by the 
llreceding article; and the two powers engage, Teciprocally, neither to &ell, nor 
1Iuffer them tit be sold, to ths natives, by their respective citizens and subjects, nor 
by any person wh. may be under their authority. It is lik~wi8e stipulated, that t~is 
~estriction shall never alford a pretext, nor be adval/ced. In any case, to authoTlze 
-either eelrTch or detention of the vessels, seizure of the merchandise, or, in fine, any 
measures of constraint whatever, towllrds the mercHants or the crews who may 
.carry en this commerce; the high 'contracting power. reciprocally reserving to 
themselves to det-ermine UpOll the penalties to be incurreu, lind to inflict the pun­
ishments1B -case of the conliravention of this article by tlleir ~8sfleot.ive citl2.ens or 
.ubjects. 

(No.2.) 

THE FRENCH TITLE. 

Extract jrOff& tie Xepurl of tke CtJfllmittee 011 Military Affairs, made in Congre8ll 
tn 1843. 

The treaty of Utrecht was concluded in 171~. B>: t~e tenth article il was ~gr~ed 
between Great Brit.ain Bnd France, to determme wlthm one year, l!y commlsslon­
.ra, the limite between the Hudeon'lI Bay anti the places appertaining to the Frcnch 
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The same commissioners were also authorized to settle, in like manner, the boon·· 
daries bel ween the other British and French colonies in thoBe parts. Commi~sion­
crs were accordingly appointed by the two .Powers, and there is strong reason to 
helieve they actually established the boundaries accordlt,g to the terms of the treaty, 
although no formal record of the fact now exists. '!'he evidence that th~ bouudaries 
were thus established is, first, "the fact of the appomtment of the commiSSIOners for 
t.hat express purpose; and thllt two distinct lines may .be found tFace.d on the dif;­
ferent maps published in the last century, each purportmg to be .the hmlt between 
the Hudson's Bay territories on the north and the French possessIOns on the sout~, 
fixed by commissioner~ according to the treaty of Utrecht." One of these llP-es .. IS 
drawn irregularly from the Atlantic to a point in the 491h paralle} of latitude, sO\Jth 
of the southernmost part of the Hudson's Bay, and thence westward along that 
parallel to Red Ri"er, and, in some mape, still further west. :rhis line is generally 
considered in the United States, and has been assumed by thClr government, as the 
true boundary settled by the commissi"ners- agreeably to the treaty above mention­
ed." Thus we find Messre. Monroe and Pinckney, at Madrid, in 1805, writing to 
the Spanish mInister as foHows: "In conformity witt. the tenth "rlrcIe of the. first~ 
mentioned treaty, (treaty of Utrecht,) the boundary between Canada and LouIsiana 
on the one side, and the Hudson's Day and Northwestern Companies on the other, 
was established by commissioners by a line to commence at a cape or promontory 
on the ocean in 58 degrt/os 31 minutes north latitude; to run thence southwest­
warJly to latitude 49 degrees north from the equator, and along that line indefinitely 
westward." These extracts are taken from the Memoir of Mr. Greenhow, who, it 
is proper to add, cOllsisers the opinion that these boundary lines were actually esta­
blished by the commissioners" at variance with the most accredited authorities." 
In this oprnion the committee does not concur; so far from doing so, it is thought 
the presumption that the 49th parallel was adopted by the commissioners under the 
treaty of Utrecht, is strengthened by the line of demarcation ~ubsequently agreed on 
by the treaty of Versailles, in 1763, between France and Great Britain, and also 
by the treaty of peace of 17133, between the United States and Great Britain. By 
the former, the "confi'nes between the British and French possessions were irrevo­
cably fixed by a line drawn along the middle of the Mississippi, from its source tCi 
the Iberville," etc. By the latter;that parI of the northern boundary of the United 
States which is applicable to the subject is described to be through the Lake·of-the­
Wood~, "to the most northwestern point thereof, aud from thence on a due west 
course to the Mississippi river." The most northwestern point of the Lake-of·the­
I\' ooJs is perhaps a few minutes north of the 49th parallel of latitude. By the con­
vention of 1818, between the United States aud Great Dritain, in the second article, 
it is agreed that a line drawn from the most northwestern point of the Lake-of-the­
"·oods. along the 49~h parallel of north latitude, or if the said point shall not lie in 
the 49th parallel of north latitude, then that a line drawn from the said point due 
north or south, as the case may be, until the said line shall intersect the said par­
allel of north latitude, and from the point of such intersection, due west, along and 
with said parallel, shall be the 1m" of demarcation between the territories of the 
United States and those of his Britannic majesty; and that the said line shall form 
the northern boundary of the said territories of the United States, and the southern 
boundary of the terr:tory of his Britannic majesty, from the Lake·of·the-Woods to­
the Stony Mountaills." 

This line, it will be observed, is a deviation from the boundary established by the­
treaty of 178:l; for that Wall to extend due west from the northwestern point of the­
Lake·of·the-Woods, without any reference to its lalituae. By this, we are in the 
contillgency named, to run by the shortest line from the specified point on the Lake­
of·the- Woods to the forty· ninth parallel of latitude. Whence, it may be asked, the 
solicitude to adopt this particular parallel, except as it correspo~ded with preexisting 
aHangements, whlah could have been made under the proviSIOns of the treaty of 
Utrecht alone 1 for under no other had any reference at that time been made to the 
said forty-ninth degree. 

This coincidence between the boundaries- established by Great Britain and France 
in 1763, and between Great Britain and the United' States in 1783 and 1818, can 
scarcely be accounted for on any other supposition, than that the said linll had been 
previously ~tablished by the commissioners under the treaty of Utrecht. This 
conclUSion IS strengthened by a further coincidence in the boundaries fixed in the 
said treaties ?f 1763 and 1183.. .In both, the. Mississippi is adopted as the boundary. 
O?e of the hnes th~n (the MISSISSIppI) preViously established between Great Bri­
tain and France bemg tbus, beyor.d all cavil, adopted between the United State. 
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ana Great Britain, may it not be fairly inferred, in the absence of all proof to the 
~ontrary, and with strong corroborating proof in favor of the inference, drawn from 
t?e stipulati~ns of treaties" lines of demarcation on old mars, etc., that the other 
!me, (forty.mnth paraHel,) equaUy beyond cavil established by the United States 
and Great Britain, was also the same one previously existing between Great Britain 
and France 1 but such line had no existence, unless under the stipulations of the 
treaty 'If U.trecht. For these. reasons, the committee has adopted the opinion, that 
the (orty·mnth parallel of latItude was actually established by the commissioners 
under that treaty. It may not be unimportant here to observe, that this fortv·ninth 
parallel is not a random line, arbitrarily selected, but the one to which France was 
entitled upon the well-settled principle that the first discovercr of a river is entitled, 
~y vi.rtue ~f that discovery, to aHthe unoccupied territory watered by that river and 
lts tnbutanes. 

We have seen that, by the treaty of 1763, the Mississippi, from its source, was 
adop.t~d as the line of demarcation between thF.l British aud French possessions. 
LOUISIana then extended north as far 'as that river reached; in other words, it 
stretched along the whole course of the Mississippi, from its source, in about lati· 
tnde (orty-nine, to its month, in the gulf of Mexico, in latitude twenty-nine. By 
the stipulations, then, of this treaty alone, without withont calling in the aid of the 
prevIous treaty of Utrecht, the northern boundary of Louisiana is clearly recognized as 
a line drawn dae west (rom the source of the Mi.sissippi: we S3Y due west, because 
the east line alone of the boundaries of Louisiana being specifically and in express 
terms established by the treaty, her surface Cdn only be ascertained by tbe extension 
of that whole line in the direction in which her territory is admitted to lie. This 
simple and only practicable process of giving to Louisiana any territory under the 
beaty, fixes as the whole It! her northern boundary, a line running due west from 
the sburce of the Mississippi, which may, for the purposE: of this argument, be 
fairly assumed as the forty-ninth parallel, without injustice to any party. 

Having tbus ascertained the northern boundary of Louisiana, it becomes impor­
tant to inquire wbat were its western limits, as between Great Britain and France: 
we say between Great Britain and France, because here another competitor ap­
peared, (we speak o( 17~,) in the person of the king of Spain, upon whose title 
we shall insist, if we fail to establish that of France. 

The treaty of 1763 professing to esta'blish and actually establishing lines of de­
marcation between the contiguous territories of the contracting parties, it cannot be 
denied, except upon strong proof, that all the boundaries about which any dispute 
then existed, or subsequent disputes could be antir.ipated, (that is, where their re­
spective territories touched each other,) were then definitely adjusted and settled .. 
These territories are known to have touched on the north and on the east; and ac­
cordingly in those quarters we find the lines clearly described. Is it not evident, 
that had they touched in other points, had there been other quartess where questiollil 
of conflicting c1aims might have arioen, the lines in those quarters also weuld have 
been fixed with equal p.recision 1 But to the south and west there is no allusion ill. 
the treaty; an omission conclusive of tne fact that in those direct.ions Great Britain 
.had no territory contiguous to Louisiana. But Louisiana extended, by the stipula­
tions of the treaty, west from the Mississippi; and Great Britain, having no terri­
tory or claim to territory which could arrest her extension in that direction, is pre­
cluded from (Ienying tha~ the French title covered the whole country from thatpver 
to the shores of the PaCIfic Ocean. 

The parties to the treaty of 1763 made partition of almost the whole continent of 
North America, assigning to England the territory east of the Mississippi, and north 
of the forty-ninth parallel of latitude. No claim -:vas at tha~ time advanced by 
Great Britain te territory in any other quarter of thIs :vast contment; a very preg­
nant conclusion againll. the existen~e of any such. clllim. Her 'Go:vernment, ever 
vigilant for the increase of her territory, ~Ith a vIew to t~~ extensIOn. ~f. her cO.m­
merce, manifested upon the occasIon of thIs t.rcaty an aVIdIty of .acq.UlsltlOn. w.h~ch 
the continent was scarcely' large .enough to satIsfy. Never very nice HI scrotllllzmg 
the foundation o'r her pretensions, nor over scrupulous in the selection of means to 
enforce them, she was at this juncture in a position peclliiarly auspicious to the 
grati'fication "Of 'her absorbing passion of territorial aggrandizement. Conqueror. at 
every point, sh.e dictated the terms ~f peace, .nnd as~erte.t} s~ccessfully every clalln 
founded in the slightest pretext of light. Stili no title IS eIther advanced or evell 
intimated, to possessions west of the Mississippi. 

Mr. Cushing, of Massachusetts, in a report (rom the Oommittee on Foreign Re­
IatioAs, to the House of Represelltlltives, made January 4, 1839, has the following 
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sentences: "As between France and Great Britain, or Great Britain 81\dtbe United! 
States the successor of all the rights of France. the queetion (of boundary) would: 
seem :0 be concluded by the treaty of Versailles, already cited, in which Great 
11 ritain rp.linquishes, irrer;ocalily, all pretensions west of the Mississippi. On the· 
footing of the treaty of Utrecht, ratified by our convention, of 1818; England ma,. 
posssibly, by extension Gf contiguity, carry her possessions from H~dson's Bay 
across to the Pacific, north of latitude 490'; but by the treaty of Versallle:s we ]l0~­
Bess the same right, and al'l exclusive one, to carry our territory aoross the contI­
nent. south of that line, in the right of France." 

It may, perhap:t, be urged that the limits of Louisianll, on the weet,. are ~onfined 
to the territory drained· by the Mississippi and its tributaries; the utent of her 
claim, founded on the disc3very of that river, being restricted to the country so· 
drained. The principle upou which this limitation is attempted may be safely ad­
mitted, without in any degree affecting the right for which we contend; because,' 
first, Great Britain is preoluded from asserting it by her admisaion, in 1763; that 
Louisiana extended indefinitely west from the Mississippi; and. second, because the' 
principle being of universal application, if the discovery of the Mississippi by the· 
French confine Louisiana to its waters eas~ of the Rocky Mountains, the discovery 
of the Columbia by the Americans will extend their claim to the whole country 
watered by that great river, west of those mountains, and our true claim has thi. 

• extent. Yet, to avoid unprofitable disputes, and for the sake of peace, we have· 
expressed a willingness (met in no corresponding spirit, the committee i. sorry to> 
say,) to confine ou:-selves to much lIarrower limits. 

(No.3.) 

COp"J of the Cimuention· between his Britannic Maje81y and' the King oj Spain, com' 
11Wnlyrcalled the Nootka TreatYI of October, 1790 . 

.. ARTICLB 1. The buildings and tracts of land situated on the· nort'h-west r.oaat 
of the Continent of· North America, or on the islands adjacent to that Continent, of 
which the subjects of his Britannic majesty were dispossessed' about the month of 
April, 1789, by a Spanish officer, shall be restored to the said British subjects. 

"ART. 2. A just reparation shall be made according to the nature of the case, 
for all acts of violence and hostility which may have been committed subsequcllt to· 
the mon th of April, 1789; by the subjects of either of the contraoting parties against 
the subjects of the other; and in cue said respective subjects shall, since the same­
period. ha ve been forcibly dispossessed of their lands, bilding~. vess sis, merchandise. 
and other property whatever on the said Continent, or on the seas and island. ad­
jacent, they shall be reestablished in the possession thereof, or a just compensation 
shall be made to them for the losses which they have sustained . 

.. ART. 3: In order to strengthen the bonds of friendship, and to· preserve in 
future a perfect harmony and good understanding between the two contracting par­
ties, it is agreed, that their respective subjects shall not be tlisturbed or molested" 
either in negotiating or carrying on their fisheries in the Paciric Ocean or in the 
South Seas. or in landing on the coaet of these seas, in places not already occupied,., 
for the purpose of carrying on their commerce with the natives o( th!' country, or of 
making settlements there; the whole subject, nevertheless, to the instructions­
specified in these following articlea. 

"ART. 4. His Britannic majesty engages to take the most effectual measures to 
prevent the navigation, and tbe fishing of his· subjects in the Pacific Ocean. or in the· 
South Seas, from being made a pretext for illich trade with the Spanish settlements; 
and with this- view, it is more(lver, expressly stipulated, that British subjeets shall 
not navigate or carryon their fishery in the said' seas, within the space of ten sea.. 
leagues from any rart of the eoa8t& already occupied by Spain. 
"~RT. 5. As well in. the pla~es which are to be restored to the Brititth subjects 

by virtue of the first Article, as 1D all other parts of the north-western coast of' 
America, or of the islands adjacent, situate to the nMth of the parte Gf the said 
coast already ocenpied oy;Spain, wherever the subjects of the two pewers shall. 
have m~de settlements, since the month of April, 17SIJ', or shall hereafter make any, 
the subjects of the other shall have free acce8lt, Ind shall carryon their trade with­
out any disturbance or melestation. 

"ART. 6. With respect to the eastt'm and western coasts or Soath Americi 
and. to th~ islands adjacent, no settlement shall be formed hereafter by the respectiv~ 
subjects III such part of tho~e coasts a.s arf' situ~ted to the south of those parte of 
the same coasts, and of the Islands adjacent, whu;h are alread.y occupied by Spain; 
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provided, tb~t the 'Said ~espective subjects shall retain tb. liberty of landing on the 
coasts and Islands so sItuated, for the purpose. of their fishery, and of erecting 
thereon, huts and other temporary buildings, sen'ing only (or those purposes. 

"~RT. 7. In all cases o.f complaint, o~ infraction o~ t.he articles of the present con­
vention, the officers of either party, Wltoout permlttlDg themselves previously to 
commit any v~olen~ or acts of force, s.haH be bo.und to make an exact report of the 
3tfSIr, and of Its cucumatances, to thelT respectl,e courts who will terminate suca 
differences in an amicable manner . 

. ACT. 8. The present convention shall be ratified and confirmed in the space oC 
SIX weeks, to be computed from the day of its signatllTe, or sooner, if it can be done • 
• , In witness whereof, we, the undersignfld, plenipotentiaries of their Britannic and 

~atholic majesties, have in their names, aud by virtue of respective full powers, 
a.gned the present convention, and set thereto the seals of our Arms. Done at 
the palace of St. Lawrence, the 28th of October, 1790. 

[L. s.] "EL CoNDE DE FLORIDA BANCA. 
[L. s.] "ALLEYNE FITRZHEBERT." 

[No's'" and 5 oC the ~ppendix,. c~"Bist4ng oC a co!",,!spondence between Captains Gray an4 
Ingraham and the SpanIsh commISSIoner at Nootka In 1792, and an extract from Captain Gray" 
log.book relPpecting the occurrences in the Columbia river on his tirst visit, though referred tl} 
in the preceding pa,el, were deemed to be of DDt enough importance to warrant any further 
increase of this portion of the work.] 

(No. &.) 

BRITISH STATEMENT, OF IS26.* 
, 

THE government of Great Britain, in proposing to renew, for a further term 
of years, the third article of the eonventiofl of IS18, respeeting the territory on the 
north.west COSilt of America, west of the Rocky Mountains, regrets that it has beell 
found impossible, in the present negotiation, to agree upon a line of boundary which. 
.hould separate those pllrts of thlat territory, which might henceforward be occupied. 
or settled by the ilubjects of Great Britain, from the parts which would remain open 
to occupalJcy or settlement by the United States. 

To establish aoch a boundary must be the ultimate object of both count.ries. With. 
this object in contempl.ation, and from a persuasion that a part of tbe difficulties 
which have hithelto pre¥ented its attainment is to be attributed to a misconception, 
on the part of the United States, of the claims and views of Great Britain in regard 
to the territory in question, the British plenipotentiaries deem it advisable to bring 
under the notice of the American plenipotentiary a full and explicit exposition of those 
daims and views. 

As preliminary to this discussion, it is highly desirable to mark distinctly the broad. 
difference between the nature of the rights claimed by Great Brit'lin and those 
asserted by the United States, in respect to the territory in question. 

Over Ii large portion of that territory, namely, from the 4:d degree to the 49th 
degree of florth latitude, the United States claim full and exclusive sovereignty. t 

Great Britain dltims no exclusive 80't!ereignty Oller any portion oj that territory.t. 
Her present claim, not in respect t? any part, but to the .whole, is .Iimited to a ri~ht 
()f joint occupancy, in common with other states, leavmg the TIght of exclu~Ive 
dominion in aueyance. . . . 

In other words, the pretensions of the UnIt~d.States tend ~ the eJcctlon of ~Il 
other nations, and, among the rest, of Great BntaID, flOin all right of settlement III 
the district claimed by the United States ~ . 

The pretensions of Great Britain, on the c.olltrary, tend to the mere maintenance 
of her own rightl, ill resistance to the exclUSive character of the pretensions of the 
United States. 

Having thus stated the nature of the respective claims of the two parties, the 

• This statement is here inserted in Cull, because it i8 a complete synopsis of an the pretensions 
"r Great Britain; and bein,; the groundwork of her claims, is particularly interesting as show-
inf the other side oC the story-. . .., 

At th~ period of this coavention, the UDlt.ed States plempotentIary was Instructed to agree 
to the extension of our D.orthern boundary lIne, westward from the Lake of the Woods, along 
parallel 49Q to the Pacific' with the further instruction, that in caRe such eompromise should 
Dot be accepted, we should feel"ourselves entitled thereafter, to insist upon the full measure 
d our rights. 

~ She has exercised it nevertheless . 
• Truly so; and tb.is must always be the case between rightful owners and mere pre!endeN. 
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British plenipotentiaries will now enmine the grounds on which those claims are 
founded. 

The claims of the United States are urged upon three grounds: 
lst. As resulting from their own proper right. . 
2dly. Ati resulting from a right derived to them from Spain; that power havmg 

by the treaty of Florida, co.ncluded with the United States in 1819, ceded to t~e 
latter all their rights and claims on the western coast of America north of the 4Nd 
degree. . 

3c1ly. As resulting from a right derived to them from France, t? ~hom the Umted 
States succeeded, by treaty, in possession of the province of LOUISiana. 

The first right, or right proper, of the United States, is founde~ on the alleged 
discovery of the Columbia River by Mr. Gray, of Boston, who, In 1792, entered 
that river, and eXplored it to some distance from it~ mouth. 

To this are added the first exploration, by Lewis and Clarke, of a main branch of 
the same rivpr, from its source downwards, and als\:l the alleged priority of settle­
ment, by citizens of the United States, of the country in the vicinity of the saine riv~r. 

The second right, or right derived from Spain, ia founded on the alleged pnor 
diacovery of the region in dispute by Spanish navigators, of whom the chief. were, 
1 st, Cabrilio, who, in 1543, visited that coast as far as 44 degrees north latitude; 
2d, De Fuca, who, as it is affirmed, in 1598, entered the straits known by his name 
in latitude 49 degrees i 3d, Guelli, who, in 1582, is said to have pu.hed his 
researches as high as 57 de~rct''' north latitude; 4th, Perez and others, who, 
between the rears 1714 ami 179::. visited Nootka Sound and the adjacent coasts. 

The third right, derived from the cession of Louisiana to the United States, is 
founded on the as.umption that that province, its boundaries never haVing heen 
exactly defined longiludinally, may fairlv be asserted to extend westward across the 
Rocky Mountains, to the shore of the Pacific. 

Before the merits of these respective claims are considered, it is necessary to 
observe that one only out of the three can be valid. 

They are, in fact. CiailliS obviously incompatible the one with the o~heI. ~ If, for 
example, the title of Spain by first discovery, or the title 01 France as the original 
possessor of Louisiana, be valid, then must one or the other of those kingdoms bave 
been the lawflll possessor of that territory, at the moment when the United States 
claim to have discovered it. If, on the other halld, the Americans were the first 
discoverers, there is necpssarily an end of the Spanish claim; and if priority of 
dicco\'ery constitutes the title, that of France falls equally to the ground. 

Upon the question, how far prior discovery constitutes a legal claim to sover­
eignty, the law of natIOns is somewhat \"agile and undefilled. It is, however. 
admitted by the most approved \\Tlters that mere accidental disco\'ery, unattended 
by exploration--by formally taking possession in the name of the discoverer's sove­
reign-by occupation and settlement, more or less pp.rmanent-by purchase of the 
territory-or receiving the sovereignty from the natives-constitutes the lowest 
degree of title, and that it is only in proportion as first discovery is followed by any 
or all of these acts, that such title is strengthened and confirmed. 

The rights conferred by discovery, therefore, must be discussed on their own 
merits. 

nut hefore the British plenipotentiaries proceed to compare the relative claims of 
Great Britain and the United States. in this respect, it wIiI be advi~able to dispose 
of the two other grounds of right, put forward by the United States. 

The second ground of claim, advanced by the United States, is the cession made 
by Spain to the United States, by the treaty of Florida, in 1819. 

If the conflicting claims of Great Britain and Spain, in respect to all that part of 
the coast of North America, had not been finally adjusted by the convention of 
Nootka, in the year 1790, and if all the arguments and pretensions, whether resting 
on pTiority of discovery, or derived from any other consideration, had not been 
definitively set at re,t by the signature of that convention, nothing wouhl be more 
easy than to demonstrate that the claims of Great Britain to that country, as 
opposed tu those of Spain, were so far from "isionary, or arbitrarily assumed, tha~ 
they e~tablished more than a parity of title to the possession of til{: country in 
question, either as against .spain, or any other nation. 

Whatever that title may have been, howe\'er, either on the part of Great Britain 

• By no means! An equitable settlement mi~ht at one time have divided the territory 
between the two first parties claimant; and their joint relea.e in favor of the t'nitcd States 
while it makes absolutely against Great Britain, strengthens the title ot the L"nitcd States U; 
the same degree, 
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or on the part of Spain, prior to the convention of 1790, it was from thenceforward 
no longer to be traced in vague narratives of discoveries several of them admitted 
to be apocryphal, but in the text and stipulations of that ~onvention itself. 

By. that convf!ntion it wa~ agreed that all parts of the north· western coast of 
Amertca, not already occupied at that time by either of the contracting parties, 
should thenceforward be equally open to the subjects of both, for all purposes of 
commer.ce lI:nd se.ttleme":t; the soyereignty remaining in abeyance. 

I~ thiS stipulatIOn, lI:s It has been already stated, all tracts of country claimed by 
Spam an~ Great BrJt~m, or accruing to either, in whatever manner,.were included. 

,The rIghts. of Spam on. that coast were, by Lhe treaty of Florida, in 1819, con­
ve~ed by Spam to the Umted States. 'Vith thoso rights the United States neces­
sanly suc.ceeded to the limitations by which they were defined, and the obligations 
under which they were to be .exercised. '.From those obligations and limitations, as 
contracted towards ~reat Britain, Great Britain cannot be expected gratuitously to 
release those countnes, merely because the rights of the party originally bound have 
been transferred to a third power. , 

'.fhe third ground o.f claim of the United States rests on the right supposed to be 
denved from the.cesslOn to them of Louisiana by France. 

I": argumg thiS .branch. of the question, it will not be necessary to examine in 
detal! the very dubious pomt of the assumed extent of that province, since, by the 
treaty between Fr.ance and Spain of 1763, the whole of that territory, defined or 
undefined, real or I~eal, was ceded by France to Spain, and, consequently, belonged 
to Spam, not only In 1790, when the convention of Nootka was signed between 
Great Britain and :Spain, but also subsequentl.v, in 1792, the period of Gray's disco­
Tery of the mouth of the Columbia. If, then, Louisiana embraced the country west 
of the Rocky Mountains, to the south of the 49th parallel of latitude, it must have 
embraced the Columbia itself, which that parallel intersects; and, consequently, 
Gray's discovery must have been made in a coun\ry avowedly already appropriated 
to Spain, and, if so appropriated, necessarily included, with all other Spani~h posces­
sions an~ <:Iaims in that quarter, in the stipulations of the Nootka convention. 

Even If It could be shown, therefore, that, the district west of the Rocky Moun­
tains was within the boundaries of Louisiana, that circumstance would in no way 
assist the claim of the U oited States. 

It may, nevertheless, be worth while to expose, in a few words, the futility of the 
attempt to include that district within those boundaries. 

For this purpose, it is only npcessary to refer to the original grant of Louisiana 
made to De Crozat by Lonis XIV" shortly after its discovery by La Salle. That 
province is therein expressly described as" the country drained by the waters en­
tlHing, directly or indirectly, into the Missis!ippi." Now, unless it can b~ shown 
that any of the tributaries of the Mississippi cross the Rocky Mountams from 
west to east, it is difficult to conceive how any part of Louisiana can be found to 
the west of that ridge. . 

There remains to be considered the first ground of claim advanced by the Umted 
States to the territory in question, namely, that founded on their own proper right 
as first discoverers and occupiers of territory. , . 

If the discovery of the country in question, or rather the mere entrance mto the 
mouth of the Columbia by a private American citizen, be, as the United State~ as­
sert. (although Great Britain is far from admitting the correctness of the asse~tlon,) 
a valid ground of national and exclusive claim to all the country situated between 
the 42d and 49th parallels of latitudll, then must any preceding disco\'ery of the 
same country, by an individual of any other.nation, invest such nation with a more 
valid, because a prior, claim to that country. 

Now, to set aside, for the present, Drake, Cook, and Vancouver, who. all of t~em 
either took posseslion of, or touched at, various points of the coast m question, 
Great Britain can show that in 17S8-that is, four y'ears before Gray entered the 
mouth of the Coiumbia River-Mr. Meares, a lieutenant of the royal navy,* who 
had been sent by the East India Company on a trading expedition to the north-west 
coast of America, had already minutely explored that coast, from the 49th degree 
to the 45th degree north latitnde; had taken formal possessIOn of the StraIts of 
De Fuca, in the name of his slIvereign; had purchased land, trafficked and formed 
treaeie8t with the natives; and had actually entered the .bay of the Columbza, to the 

• Meares was a Portuguese hireling, and IIPt in any branch of English servi<:e, and, ~hough 
a sp~culating half·pay lieutenant, was, to all intents and purposes, as much a private cItIzen 8S 
Captain Gray. See Appendix, No. 10. 
, t The only treaty he formed, was an agreement with Maquinna, the king of the surround· 
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northern bead land of which be gave the nlme of Cape Disappointmen/!'-a pame 
which it bears to this day. 

Dixon, Scott, Duncan, Strange, and other private British traders? bad also visitr.d 
these shores and countries several years before Gray; but the slDgle exa~ple of 
Meares suffices to quash Gray's claim to prior discovery. To t.he other navigator. 
above mentioned therefore it is unnecessary to refer more particularly. 

It may be worih while, however, to observe, wi~h regard to Meares, that .his ac­
count of his voyages was published in London In 4ugust, 1~90; that 18, two 
years before Gray is even pretended to have entered tn~ Columbia. t 

To that account are appended, first, extracts from hiS log-book; secondly, maps 
of the coasts and harbors which he visited, in which every part of the coast ill ques­
tion, including Ihe bay of the Colll:mbia, .(into.which th~ log ~xpressly states that ~eares 
entered,> is minutely laid down, ItS dellDeatl~n tallYlDg, I~ ~Im"st ev~ry parucular, 
with Vancouver's subsequent survey, and With the deSCription foulld In all the best 
maps of that part of the world, adopted at this moment; thirdly, the account in ques­
tion actually contains an engraving, dated in August, 1790, of the entrance of De 
Fuca's Straits, executed after a design taken in June, 1788, by Meares himself.:!: 

With these physical evidences of authenticity, it is neeriless to contend for, as it 
is impossible :0 controvert, the truth of Meares's statement. 

It was only on the 17th of September, 1788, that the Washington, commanded 
by Mr. Gray, first made her appearance at Nootka. 

If, therefore, any claim to these countries, as between Great Britain and the Uni­
tl'd States, is to be dl'ducad from priority of the discovery, tbe above exposition of 
dates and facts suffices to establish that claim in fa vor of Great Britain, on a basis 
too firm to be shaken. 

It must, indeed, be admitted that Mr. Gray, findin, himself in the bay formed 
by the discharge of the waters of the Columbia into the Pacific, was the first to as­
certain that this bay formed the outlet of a great river-a discovery which had es­
caped Lieutenant Meares, when, in 1788, four years before he. entered the very same 
bay. 

But can it be seriously urged that this single step in the progress of discovery not 
only wholly supersedes the prior discoveries, both ofthe bay and the coast, by Lieu­
te:unt Meares, but equally absorbs the subsequent exploration of the river by 
Captain Vancouver, for near a hundred miles above the point to which Mr. Gray's 
ship had procceded, the formal taking possession of it by tha~ British navigator, in 
the name of his sovereign, and also all the other discoveries, e...plorations, and tem­
porary possession and uccupatlOn of the ports and harbors on the coast, as well 
of the Pacific as within the Straits of De Fuca, up to the 49th parallel of latitude!~ 

This pretension, however, extraordinary as it is, does not embrace the whole 
of the claim which the United States build upon the limitp.d discovery of Mr. Gray, 
~amely, that the bay of which Cape Disappointment is the northernmos~ headland, 
IS, 10 fact, the embrochure of a river. That m"re ascertainment, it is asserted, 
confers on the United States a title, in exclusive sovereignty, to the whole extent 
of country drained by such ri,er, and by all its tributary strea~s. 

In support of this very extraordinary pretension, the Ur.ited States allege the 
p~er.l'dcnt of grants ane! charters accorded in former times to companies and indi­
Viduals, by various European sovereigns, over several parts of the American conti­
nent. Among other instances are adduced the charters granted by Elizabeth, 
James I., Charles II., and George II., to sundry British subjects and associations, II 

iog country, granting him leave to make a temporary building, on the express condition, 
that. when he finally left th~ coast, .. the house and all the goods thereunto belonging" shOUld 
fell mto that chIef's possessIOn; a condition. by the way. which Meares dishonestly failed to 
fulfil, . for the boards were struck 011". and taken on board one of his vessels, and the roof was 
given to Captain Kendrick . 

• " Cape Disappointment," because he failed to discover the river he sought. 
t That is to say, he was" disappointed" two years before Captain Gray was satisfied. 
t It will b~ recollected it was" Meares himself" who despatched word to England of the 

wonderfnl discoveries of Captain Gray, in the Strait of Fuca. 
~ No; we claim these latter, on the ground of other discoveries, and also on the 8core of Spain • 

• 11 This is a willul p,:rversion, to say the lead of it. The United States, in proving the prin­
CIple, merely allu~ed 10 these latter charters as 'nstances of Britain's recognition of the rule 
WIth her own subJects, or in other words, when it .. an in !avOt' of her •• lf While the correct­
ness and usage of the prinCiple was otherwise indubitably proved, the above in.tances were 
merely brought forlVard as a conclusive rebuke ti Britain's opposition to it. application 10 .... 
It was o~ the ground of these charters, together with the application of their rule to the pre­
tende~ dIscovery of the Columbia river by Vancouver and Meares, that we felt warranted iQ 
assertmg on the 31st page, that Great Britain 7dvances the principle herself. 
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18 also the grant made by Louis XIV. to De Crozat over the tract of country 
watered by the Mississippi and its tributaries. 

But can such charters be considered an acknowledged part of the law of nations.~ 
Were they. any thing more, in ~act, than a ce~slon to the grantee or grantees of~ 
whatever rlg.hts the grantor might suppose himself to possess, 'to the exclusion 
of other subjects of the same sovereign 1-charters binding and restrainillg those 
onl~ who ,!"ere within the jurisdiction of the grantGr, and of no force or validity 
a~amst t~e 8ubje~ts of other states, until recognized by treaty, and thereby becoming 
a part of mternatlonal law. 

Had the United States, thought proper to issue, in 17110, by virtue of their na­
ti~nal auth~ri~y, a charter gran.ting to Mr. Gray the whole extent of country watered, 
directly or I.nduectly, by the River Columbia,* such a charter, would, no doubt, have 
been vahd.lI1 Mr. GraY'1! favor. as against all other.:citizens of the United States. 
But can It be supposed that it would have been acquiesced in by either of the 
powers, Great Britain and Epain, which, in that same year, were preparing to con. 
telt by arms the possession of the "ery country which would have been the subject 
of such a grant 1 

If the right of so"ereignty over tho territory in question accrues to the United 
States by Mr. Gray's discovery, how happens it that they never protested against 
the violence dono to that right by the two powers, who, by the convention of 1790, 
regulated their respective rights in and over a district so belonging, as it is now as­
serted, to the United States? 

This claim of the United States to the territory drained by the Columbia and its 
tributary streams, on the ground of one of their citizens having been the first to 
discover the entrance of that river, has been here so far entered into, not because 
it is considered to be necessarily entitled to notice, since the whole country watered 
by the Columbia falls within the provisions of the convention of 1790, bur because 
the doctrine above alluded to has been put forward so broadly, and Ivith s~ch con­
fidence, by the Uniied States, that Great Britain considered it equally clue to her­
aelf and to other powers to enter her protest against it. 

The United States further pretend that their claim to the country in question is 
strengthened and confirmed by the discovery of the sources of the Columbia, and 
by the exploration of its course to the slla by Lewis and Clarke, in 1805·6. 

In reply to this allegation, Great Britain affirms, and can distinctly prove, that, 
if not before, at least in the same and subsequent years, her North· Westp,rn Trad· 
ir.g Company had, by means of their agent, Mr. Thomson, already established their 
posts among the Flat-head and Kootanie tribes, on the head-waters of the northern 
or main branch of the Columbia, and were gradually extending them down the 
principal stream of that river; thus giving to Great Britain, in this particular, 
again, as in the discovery of the mouth of the river, a title to parity at least, if not 
priority, of discovery, as opposed to the United States. It was from those )losts, 
that, having hellTd of the American establishment forming in 1811, at the mouth of 
the river, Mr. Thomson hastened thither, descending the river, to ascertain the na­
ture of that establishment. t 

Some stress having been laid by the United States on the restitution to them of 
Fort George by the British, after the termination of the last war, which restitution 
they represent as conveying a virtual acknowledgment by Great Britain of the title 
of the United States to the country in which that post was situated-it is desirable 
to state, somewhat in detail, the circumstances attending that restitution. 

In the year 181~, a demand for the restoration of Fort George was first made to 
Great Britain, by the American government, on the plea that the first article of the 
treaty of Ghent stipulated the restitution to the United States of all posts and 
places whatsoever taken from them by the British during the war, in which descrip­
tion, Fort George, (Astoria,) was included. 

For some time the British government demurred to compl~ with the deman.d of 
the United Slates, because they entertamed doubts how far It could be sustained 
by the construction of the treaty. 

In the first place, the trading post called ~ort Astoria (o.r. Fort George,) wa~ not 
a national possession; in the second place, It was not a military post; and, thudly, 
it was never captured from the Americans by the British. 

It was, in fact, con"eyed in regular commercial transfer, and accompanied by a 

• These Englishmen are crazy-the Columbia was not discovered by Captain Gray. till 
1792. If the above is intended as an illustration only, the instance is as weak as the preVlOUS 
arguments are inconclusive. 

t We have seen that Mr. Thomso~ came a year too late. I 
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bill of sale, for a sum of money, to the British company, who purchased it, by the 
American company, who sold It of their ovm free will. 

It is true that a British sloop of war had, about that time, been sent to take pos· 
session (jf that post, but she arrived subsequently to the transaction above men· 
tionen, between the two companies, and found the British company already in legal 
occupation of their self acquired propcl·ty. .. . 

In conseqllence, however, of that ship having been sent out with hostile VIP.WS, 

.although those views WE're not carried into effect, * and in order that not even a sha. 
dow of a reflection might be cast upon the good faith of the British government, 
the latter determined to give the most liberal extension to the terms of the treaty 
of Ghent, and, in 1818, the purchase which the British company had made in 1813 
was .restored to the United States. 

Particular care, however, was taken, on this occasion, to prevent any misappre 
hension as to the extent of the concession made by Great Britain. 

Viscount Castlereagh, in directing the Briti,h minister at Washington to intimate 
the intention of the British government to Mr. Adams, then secretary of state, uses 
these expressions, in a desflatch dated 4th February, 1818;-

., You will observe, that, whilet this eo,'prnment is not dispose:! to contest with 
the American gouernment the point o( Pflsscssion as it stood in the Columbia 
River at the momEnt of the ruptllre, they arf not prepared to admIt the validzty of 
the title of the government of the Unztcd Slates to (his srl/lemen'. 

"In signifyin~. therefore, to ~lr. Adams the full acquiescence of your gover~· 
ment in the reoccupation of the limited position which the United States held In 

that river at the breaking out of the war, you 1I,il1 at the same time asscrt, in su.ita· 
ble terms, the claim of Great Britain til that territory, upou which the American 
settlement must be considered as an encroachment." 

This illstruction was executed verbally by the person to whom it was addr~ssed. 
The following is a transcript of the act hy which the fort was delivered up, by the 

British, into the hand of Mr. Plevo.;;t, the American agent:-

"In obedience to the command of H. R. H. the prince rl'gent, signified in a des· 
patch f"om lite right honorable tlte Earl BathuTst, addressed to the partners or agents 
of the No~th·\Vest Company, bearing date the 27th of January, 1818. and in obe· 
dience to a snnsequent order, dated the 26th July, from W. H. Sheriff, Es~., cap· 
tain of H. 1\1. ship Andromlche, We, the undersigned, do, in conformity to the first 
article of the treaty of Ghent, restore to the governml'nt of thp. United States, through 
its agent, J. P. Prevost, Esq., the settlement of Fort George, on the Columbia ri,·er. 

"Given under our hands, in triplicate, at Fort George, (Columbia Ri"er,) this 
6th day of October, 1818. 

.. F. HICKEY, Captain H. ltf. ship Blossom. 
"J. KEITH, of Ihe N. lV. Co." 

The following is the despatch from Elrl Bathurst tb the partners of the North· 
West Company, referred to in the above act of cession;-

DOWNHI'G,STI\EET, 'lith January, 1819 . 

• ' Intelligence having been receh'ed that the United SU:.tes sloop of war Ontario 
has been sent by the American government to establish a settlement on the Colum. 
bia river, which was held by that state, on the breaking out of the last war, I am to 
acquaint you, that it is the prince regent's pleasure, (without, hOloever, admitting the 
right of that gorcrnmcnt to the possession in question) that, in pursuance of the first 
article .of the treaty of Ghent, due facility should be given to the reoccupat.ioB of 
the said settlement by the officers of the United States; and I am to desire that 
you would contribute as much as lies in your pOlVer to the execution of his royal 
highness's commands. 

" I have, &c. &c., 

" To the Partners or Ae-tnts of the North· lYest Company, 
"esiding on the Columbia river." 

., BATHURST. 

The above documents put the case of the restoration of Fort Astoria in too clear 
a light to require further observation. 

h' ~.ho~e yi,'ws Wei" carried into effect. The place wag regularly taken possession of in 
t e k!ng s name en th? 1st December, 1913. and the British lIag was run up with all .the for­
malitIes of conquest, III place of the American standard 
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The case, then of Great Britain, in respect to the country west of the Rocky 
Mountains, is shortly this :-

Admitting that the United States h~ve acquired all the rights which Spain pos­
~es~ed, up to. t~e treaty of Florida, either i!l virtue of discovery, or, as is' pretended, 
m light LOUISiana, Great Hntam maintainS that the nature and extent of those 
rights, as well as of the rights of Great Britain, are fixed and defined by the con­
yention of ~ootka; tha~ these rights are equal for both parties; and that, in succeed­
mg to the lights of Spam, under that. convention, the United States must also have 
succeeded to the obligations which it imposed. 

Admitting, further, the discovery of Mr. Gray, to the extcnt already stated, Great 
Britain, taking the whole line of the coast in question, with its straits, harbors, and 
bays, has stronger claims, on the ground of prior di~covRry, attended with acts of 
occupancy and settlement, than the United States. 

Whether, thl.'refore, the United States rest their claims upon the title of Spain, 
or upon that of prior discovery, or upon both, Great Britain is en~itled to place her 
claim.s at least upon a parity with those of the United States. 

It IS a fact, admitted by thc United States, 'hat, with the exception flf the Colum. 
bia river. there is no river which opens far into the interior, on the whole western 
coast of the Pacific Ocean. 

In the interior of the territory in question, the subjects of Great Britain have had, 
for many years, numerous settlements and trading posts-several of these posts on 
the tributary streams of the Colombia, several upon the Columbia itself, some to the 
northward, and others to the southward, of that river; and they navigate the Colum­
bia as the sole channel for the conveyance of their produce t" the British stations 
nearest the sea, and for the shipment of it from thence to Great Britain. It is also 
by the Columbia and its tributar} streams that these posts and settlements receive 
their annual supplies from Great Britain.* 

In the whole of the territory in question, the citizens of the United States have 
noL a single settlement or trading post. They do not use that river, either for the 
purpose of transmitting or receiving any produce of their own, to or from (lther parts 
of the world. 

In this state of the relative rights of the two countries, and of the relative exer­
cise of those rights, the United States claim the exclusive posses$ion of both banks 
of the Columbia, and, consequently, that of the river itself; offering, it is true, to 
concede to British subjects a conditional participation in that navigation, but subject, 
in any case, to the exclusive jurisdiction and sovereignty of the United States. 

Great Britain, on her part, offers to make the river the boundary; each country 
retaining the bank of the river contiguous to its own territories, and the navigation 
of it remaining forever free, and upon a footing of perfect equality to both nations. 

To carry into effect this proposal, on our part, Great Britain would have to give 
up posts and settlements south of the Columbia. On the part of the United Stales, 
there could be no reciprocal withdrawing from 8ctual occupation, as there is not, and 
never has been, a single American citizen settled north of the Columbia. 

The United States decline to accede to this proposal, even when Great Britain 
has added to it the further offer of a most excellent harbor, and an extensive tract of 
country on the Straits of De Fuca-a sacrifice tendered in the spirit of accom!'10da­
tion, and for the sake of a final adjustment of all differences, but which, having been 
made in this spirit, is not to be consid.ered as in any degrt'e recognizing a claim on 
the part of the United States, or as at all impairing the existing right of Great Bri­
tain over the post and territory in question. 

Such being the resllit of the recent negotiat.ion, it only remains for Great Britain 
to maintain and uphold the qualified rights which she now possesses over the whole 
of the territory in question. These rights are recorded and defined in the conven­
tion of Nootka. They embrace the right to navigate the waters of those countries, 
the right'to settle in a~d over any part of them, and the right freely to trade with the 
inhabitants and occupiers of the same. . 

These rights have been peaceably exercised ever since the date of that conven­
tion; that is, for a period of ne~r forty years .. Under ~hat conven.tion, valuable 
British interests have grown up In those countries. It J~ fully admItted that tho 
United States possess the same rights, although they hale been exercised by them 

• Here is an assertion that Great Britain has been accruing ti~le, t.brough the. ,!perati,?ns .of 
her Hudson's Bay Company, ever since the treaty of 1818. ThIS J;lves an addlllonal 8Ig~l1fi­
cance to her grant of the civil and criminal jurisdiction of th!l terntory, to that incorporall0!l' 
It will be well for our readers here to recollect the d~claration of our Gove.rnment mad.e In 
1823 that thenceforth no portion of the A.merican Continents were to be conSIdered as subJect. 
for European Colonizatfon. , 
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only in a single instance, and have not, since the year 1813, been exercised at all. 
But beyond these rights they ~os8ess none: ... . 

To the interests and establishments which British mdustry Bnd enterprise have 
created, Great Britain owes protection. That prot.ection. will be 6[iven, ~oth as re­
gards settleme~~ a.nd fre~dom of t~ade a~d navigatIOn! wlt.h every attentIOn ~ot to 
infringe the coordinate fights of tce Um.t~d States; It belDg . the earnest deSire .of 
the British government, so long as the Jomt occupancy. co~tlDues, to regulate Its 
own obligations by the ~ame rule which governs the obligatIOns of any other occu-
pying party. . ' . 

Fully sensible, at the same time, of the deSirableness of a more definIte settlement, 
as between Great Britain and the United States, the British government will be 
ready, at any time, to terminate the present state of joint occupancy by an agree­
ment of delimitation; but such arrangement only can be admitted as shall not dero­
gate from the right. of Great Britain, as acknowledged by treaty, nor prejudice the 
advantages which British subjects, under the same sanction, now enjoy in that part 
of the world. 

(No.7.) 

Convention between the United States and Graet Britain, signed at London, Octa­
ber 20th, ISI8. 

ARTICLE. 2-It is agreed that a line drawn from the moat north·western point of 
the Lake of the Woods, along the 49:h parallel of north latitude, or, if the said point 
shall not be in the 49th parallel of north latitude, then that a line drawn from the 
said point due north or south, as tbe case may be, until the said line shall intersect 
the said parallel of north latitude, and from tbe point of such intersection due west 
along and;with the said parallel, shall be the line of demarkation between the territories 
oi the United States and those of his Britannic majesty; and that the said line shall 
form the northern boundary of the said territories of the United States, and the south­
ern boundary of the territories of his Britannic Majesty, frum the Lake of the Woods 
to the Stony Mountains. 

ART. 3.-It is agreed that any country that may be claimed by either party on the 
north· west coast of America, w.estward of the Stony MOlllltains, shall, together with 
its harbors, bays, and creeks, and the navigation of all rivers within the same, be free 
and open for the term of ten years from the date of the signature of the present con­
vention, to the vessel" citizens, and subjects, of the two powers; it being well un­
der6tood that this agreement is not to be cOllstrul'n to the prej udice of any claim 
which eitber of the two high contracting parties may have to any part of the said 
country, nor shall it be taken to affect the claims of any other power or state to any 
part of the said country; the only object of the high contracting parties, in that re­
spect, being to prevent disputes and differences among themselves. 

(No.8.) 

The Florida. Treaty, signed at Washington, February 22d, 1819. 

ARTICLE 3.-The boundary line between the two countries west of the Mississippi 
sball begin on the Gulf of Mexico, at the'mouth of the River Sabine, in the sea, 
continuing north, along the western bank of that river, to the 32d degree of latitude; 
thence, by a line due north, to the degree of latitude where it strikes the Rio Roxo 
of Natchitoches, or Red River; then, following the course of the Rio Roxo west­
ward, to the degree of longitude 100 west (rom London and 23 from Washington; 
then crossing the said Red River, and running thence, by a line due nortb, to the 
River Arkansas; tbence following the course of the southern bank of the Arkansas, 
to its source in latitude 42 north; and thence, by that parallel of latitude, to the 
South Sea; the whole being as laid down ill Melish's map of the United States, 
published at Philadelphia, improved to the lst of January, 1818. But, if the source 
of the Arkansas River shall be found to fall north or south of lati:ude 42, then the 
line s~all run (rom the said source due south or north, as the case may be, till it meets 
the saId parallel of latitude 42, and thence, along the said parallel, to the South Sea; 
.11 the Islands In the SabIDe, and the said Red and Arkansas Rivers, throughout 
the course thus ~escribed, to b~long t. the United States; but the use of the wa­
ters and the navigation of the:Sabine to the sea, and of the said Rivers Roxo and 
Arkansas, throughout tbe extent of the said boundary, on their respective banks, 
shall be common to the respective inhabitants of both nations. 
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• ,!he two high contracting parties agree to cede and renounce all their rights, 
claims, and pretensions, to the territories described by the aaid,line; that is to say, 
the United States hereby ('ede to his Catholic Majesty, and renounce forever, all 
their rights, claims, and pretensions, to the territories lying west and south of the 
above-described line; and, in Jike manner, his Catholic Majesty ceeds to the said 
United States all his rights, claims, and pretensions, to any territories east and nortl:. 
of the said line; and for himself, his heirs, and lIuccessors, renounces all claim to 
the said territories forever. 

(No.9.) 

Convention bettoeen the United States and Great Britain, signed at London, 
August 6th, 1827. 

ARTICLE 1. All the provisions of the thirs article of the convention concluded 
between the United States of America and his majesty the king of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, on the 20th of October, 1818, shall be, and 
they are hereby, further indefinitely extended and continued in force, in the same 
manner as if "II the provisions of the said a;ticle were herein specifically recited. 

ART. 2. It shall be competent, however, to either of the contracting parties, in 
case either should think fit, at any time after the 20th of October, 1828, on givillg 
due notice of twelve months to the other contracting party, to annul and abrogate 
this cODvention; and it shall, in such case, be accoNingly entirely annulled and 
abrogated, after the expiration of the said term of notice. 

ART. 3. Nothing contained ill this convention, or in the third article of the 
convention of the 20th October, 1818, hereby continued in force, shall be construed 
to impair, or in any manner affect, the claims which either of the contracting parties 
may have to any part of the country westward of the Stony or Rocky Mountains. 

(No. 10.) 

The Instructions of the Merchant Proprietors, to John Meares: 

" it * * * Should you, in the course of your voyage, meet with any Russian, 
Englis~, or Spanish vessels, you will treat them with civility and friendship, and 
allow them, if authorized, to examine your papers, which will show the ohject of 
your voyage. But you must, at the same time, guard against surprise. Should 
they attempt to seize you, or even carry you out of your way, you will prevent it by 
every means in your power, and repel force by force. You will on your arrival in 
the first port, protest before a proper officer against such illegal procedure; and 
ascertain as nearly as you car:: the value of your vessel and cargo, sendmg sucl} 
protest, with a full account of the transaction to us at China. Should you in such 
eonftict have the superiority, you will then take possession of the vessel that attacked 
you, as also her cargo, and bring both, with the officers and crew to China, that they 
may be condemned as legal prizes and their crews punished as pirates. Wishing 
you a prosperous voyage, etc. 

(Signed) r "THE MERCHANT PROPRIETORS." 



ERRATA. 

From the haste with which the wregoing work has been harried through the press 
to meet the demand of the public, a number of errors have been overlooked, which, 
in the present edition can be corrected in no other way than by this final notice. 
The erroneous dates resulted chiefly from want of sufficient time to refer to the 
MSS., in reading the proof-sheets, and the occasional mistakes of expression are 
chargeable entirely to the haste of composition. 

For the words, "while she dared not openly Qeny to Spain the rights of her Pacific 
discoveries," commencing on the 12th line of the 8th page, read-in flagrant 'Diola­
tion of the laws of humanity and of the rights of Spain to her Paczfic discolJeries. 

For the date" 1587," occurring twice on the 20th line of the 10th page, read-1592. 
For the words, "returned to Mexico," on the 27th line of the 10th page, read-

sailed again into the Pacific at its northern outlet in 51 Q, and then returned to ltfexico. 
For" 1780," on the 7th line of the 13th page, read-1789. 
For" 1775," occurring twice on lille 24th of page 17, read-1795. 
For" 61"" on the 14th line of page 18, read-51". 
For the word" Canada," on the 28th line of the 22d page, read-British America. 
For" the whole territory," on the 7th line ('fpage 23, read-the greater portion of 

the territory. 
For the word "all," on the 5th line of the 24th page, read-most of them. 
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