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gious impreffion, ahd who have fora
courfe of years been totaily abandoned
to idlenefs and debauchery, fhould
come to be more fhocked at the ideaof
fix or feven years hard labour, than at
the idea of a few moments fufferance
in the rope. .

Befides, this manner of punifhing
common crimes {eems to have a ma-
nifeft aptitude to reclaim the criminal
himfelf. T haye no doubt that there
are charadters in the world {o incorri-
gibly depraved, that with regard to
them, there feems to be no other re.
medy left, but to cut them off, root
and branch, from fociety. It may be
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479
pre_fumed, however, asto the bulk of
delmaquents,' that habits of idlenels
and diffipation conftitute the moft vi-
cious part of their charalter. Put
them therefore in fuch a fituation, as
that they thall neceflarily exchange
thefe habits for habits of labour and
application, and you renovate and re-
ftore them, if I may fay fo, ufeful ci-
tizens to the community. Inthort,
1 fhrewdly fufpeét, that of the enor.
mous number who die annually ia
Eugland by the hand of the publicex-
ecutioner, thereare but few in whom
a courfe of this difcipline would not
not operate reformation,

Of WIT and ]
""‘HERE is a fatyrical levity which

A is fometimes taken for wit; and
a ftupid gravity forgood fenfe.—True
_wit is delicate and cautious of offend-
ing ; and will never indulge its fallies
to diftrefs another, Light and dark-
nefs are not more oppofite than a jefter
toa true wit—to rally the unbappy,
or thole who have not the talents to
return it, is as ungenerous as to draw
wfword upen an unarmed man—It is
not always the beft underftandings
which thine the moft in converfation :
there is a kind of tinfel wit which daz-
zles at firft view, but will not ftand
the teft of an examination.

Theré are people who gain a repu-
tation of wifdom by an artful exterior
—they affe€ an air of myftery and re-
ferve on all occafions. If you fpeak
to them, they feem as if juft awaked

Reading,
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out of a deep reverie ; and if they
-an{wer you at all, itisonly by mono-
fyllables. Their knowledge is fo very
profound, that nobody can compre-
hend it but themfelves, and the ig-
norant take thém to be fomething very
extraordinary becaufe they cannot
underftand them. The greateft fools
bave always- the higheft opinion of
their own underftanding, and hold
every thing in contempt but them-
felves, who are the moft contemptible.
‘A man of fenfe is fatisfied with the
confcionfnels of having dene his duty,
without concerning himfelf about
the cenfure or applaufe of the world—
he finds bhis reward in his own breait.
Where there is the greater merit you
will ulways find the greateft difidence 5
it muft be but athallo v underttanding
that boafts its own acquirements.

»

On the Origin of the ORDER of the GARTER 5 from the Supplement to Granger

Biographic

N Raftel’s Chronicle, 1. vi. under

A the life of Edward I1I. is the fol-
Iowing curious paflage : ¢ About the
1g yere of this kinge, he made a fo-
lempne feeft at Wyndefore, and a

great juftes and wrnament, where he:

devyled, and perfyted fubftancgally,
the order of the knyghtes of the gar-
ter ; howe be it [ome afferme that this
order began fyrft by kynge Rycharde,

Cure de Lyon, at the fege of the city of.

Acres ; wher, in his great neceflyte,
, there were but26 knyghtes that fyrmely
andfurely abode by the kinge ; where

* Wiaflanley, in bis Life of Bdward III
Slitution deds

s
al Hiftory. .
he caufed all them to were thonges
of blew leyther aboat theyr légges.
And afterwardz they werz called the
koyghtes of the blew thonge.” lam
obliged for this paffuge to John Fern,
Efq; a curious and ingenious gentle.
man of Eaft Dereham, in Norfolk, who
is in pofleflion: o',f,’;t';b)e’ ynoft  rare
book whence it i3 taken?’ J2tecc: fome
affirm, thig he origin of the
to be dafe from Rickard
that it ovesiis
Edward 175

¢

. fays, that 15¢ original Baok

ces the invention from King Richosd the Firff,
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. ] 6uRNAL of Occurrences which bappened fwill)in' the Circle o
Aﬂl\r?'lz:: HN'febg\Isc Oiﬁr"valiﬂﬂ.r, inthe Delatbmentlmmman.dtd by Col. (row General
Be‘;}edi&inc Arnold, confifiirg of two Batralions avbich avere detached from ih,

St ¢ Cambridge againfl Quebec. By the Major.
Plom}s}zzjﬁ;’;’z :‘,51,5 a Map of the Rivers Kenebec and Chaudiere.*)

The Field Officers Names, of the Battalions.

!

EPT. g, 1775- 1 marched f{'om
Roxbury (where I had been {tation-
e during the fummer) to Cambridge.

10. 11, 12, At Cambridge prepa-
ring for our march —13th in the eve-
ning marched to Myltick—and the
14th, continved our march, through
the towns of Malden, Lypen, and Sa-
lem, and encamped at Danvs:rs.

15. In the morning continued our
march through the towns of Beverley,
and Wenham, and encamped at Roy-
ley. o .

16. In the morning we continved
our march; at 1o A. DL airived at
Newbury Port, and there encamped.

17. Being Sunday, :mepded divine
fervice at the Rev. Mr. Purfons’s meet-
ing at Newbury Port, dined at Mr.
Nathaniel Tracey’s. Weather fine.

18.  Repairing to embark, dined at
My, Dalton’s. W. E. fine.

19. Embarked our whole detach-
ment, confifting of 10 companies of
mufquet-men and 3 companies of rifle-
men amounting to 1100 men, on board
10 tranfports—I went on board the
floop Britannia. The fleet {uiled at 10
A. M. came out of the harbour and
lay to, till 1 o’clock P. M. when.we
received orders to fail for the River
Kenebec, so leagues from Newbury
Fort,

Received with our failing orders the
following fignals, viz. )

ift fignal, for fpeaking with the
whole fleet.  Enfign at the main-top-
maft-head.

2d fignal, for chafing a fail. Enfign
at the fore-top-matft hcad.

3d fignal, for hrawi:g to. The lan-
tern at the majsr top maft-head, and 2
guns, if headron:(kore; and 3 if off
fhore.” * . )
4th fignal, for making“ail in the
night. The lantern at th¥ main-top-
matt-head and 4 guns—In theday, jack
at thie fore. top-maft head..’ss

sth fignal, for difperfizg. and every

(X%

* l}u:rgd_.’fi;w of the @irining Couniry,
1752, )

Ses Lond, Mag. for tke Years 1755

Col. Chriftopher Green.

Col. Roger Enos.

Major Retirn Jonathan Meigs,
Major Timothy Bigelow.

veflz] making the neareft harbour, En-
figh at the main-peak.

6th fignal, for foarding any veffel,
A jack at the main-top-maft-head and
the whole fleet draw up in a line, as
near as poflible. The -weather "was
fair, and very fref, but I was very
fea-fick. ’

zo. In the morning we made the
mouth of Kenebec, right a-head, which
we foon entered. The mouth of the
river is narrow. We were hailed from
the thore by a number of men under
arms who were there fationed ; they
were anfwered ¢ we were Continental
troops, and that we wanted a pilot,”

whom they immmediately fent on

board. The wind andtide favoured us
as we proceeded up the river. Five miles
from the mouth lies an ifland called
Poyjack; upon this were a meeting-
houfe, and fome very good dwelling-
houfes the river to this ifland is very
unequal, and thefhores generally rocky.
Ten miles from the mouth are elegant
buildings ; at a place called George
Town ; 20 miles from the mouth, is a
very large bay, called Merry Meeting
Bay ; 25 miles from the mouth is Sevan
Hiand; and a little above this ifland op-
pofite to Pownalborough, where is a
block-houf:, we came to an anchor, [
cannot help remarking our difpaich,
that this day makes 12 only fince the
orders were firlt given for building 2co
batteaux, for colle&ing provifions, and
for levying r100 men and conduéting
them to this place (Gardiner's Town).

21 All day at Gardiner's Town.
W. E. fine.

22. Embarked on board the bat-
teaux—proceeded up the river—and
towards evening I put up at the houfe
of Mr. North, and was very agreeably
entertained.

23, In the morning proceeded up
the river about 6 miles to Port Weftern
where an unhappy incident fell out in
theevening : a number of fo!diers be-
ing
aid

o~
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ing in a private houfe, fome words
produced a quarrel, and Mr, Connick
being turned out, immédiately difehar«
ged his gun into the houfe, and fhot a
man through the body, of which he
foon expired. Mr. Connick was tried
by a Court ‘Martial and received fen-
tence of death, but denied the’ ¢rime
till be was brought to the place of ex-
ecution, when he confefled himfelt yuil.
gy,but for fome reafons he was reprievs
ed until the pleafure of General Wath.:
ington could be known,

24. At Fort Weftern preparing for
our march to Quebec; this fort fands
on the eaft fide of the river Kenebec,
and confifts of two block-houfes, anda
large houfe 100 feet long, which were
inclofed with pickets ; this houfe is the
property-of Howard Efq. where
we were exceedingly well entertained.

25. Some men embarked in bat-
teaux with orders to proceed with all
expedition to the great carrying-place,
and clear the ro#d, while the other di-
vifions came up,

26. Col. Green embarked on board
the batteaux three companies of muf-
quet-men, with whom went Major
Bigelow on their tour to Canada.

27. At three o'cluck P. M. I em-
barked on board fome batteaux with the
third diyifion of the army, confitting
of four companies of mufquet-men
with 45 days provifions, and proceed-
ed up the river, hoping for the protec-
tion of a kind providence.” We en-
camped in the evening 4 miles from
Fort Weiftern.

1 had forgot to mention that the na-
vigation for veffels is good to Fort
Weftern, which is 30 miles from the
river’s mouth : the water fome part of
the way rapid. : .

28. Proceeded up the river, the
fiream very rapid, and the bottom and
thores rocky. . .

29. In the morning continued our
route up the river; at 11 A. M, arrived
at Fort Hallifax which ftands on a point
of land between the river Kenebecand
the river Sebaftecook. This Fort con-
Gfts of two large block-houfes, and a
Jarge barrack which is enclofed with a
picket fort. I tarried half an hour at
the fort, then crofled the river to a
carrying-place which is g7 vodscarriage,
then proceeded up the river (which
falls very rapidly over a rocky bottom)
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5 miles, and encamped. The above
talls are called Toconok.

30. Proceeded up the river g miles
and encamped ; the land we pafied this
day was generally very good. Colonel
Arnold joined at night and encamped
with us.

O&t 1. Fine W. E. woods abound

in thefe parts with butterneal, beach,
l;:mlock, white . pine, red cedar,
&c. :
2. In the morning proceeded up
the river—at 10 o'clock arrived at
Sehohegin falls, where is a carryinge
place of 250 paces, which lies acrofs 2
fmall ifland in the river. Here 1 wait-
ed for my divifion to come up, and
encamped on the weft {ide the river op-
pofite the ifland with Capt. Goodrick.
Had much rain in the might, 1turned
out, put on my clothes and lay down
again and flept well till morning. Our
courfe in general from the mouth of
the river to this place has been from
North to North Eaft.
* 3. Proceeded up the river to Nor-
ridgewalk ; on my way I called at a
houfe where I faw a child 14 months
old, which is the firft white child born
here. At feven o'clock in the evening
a little below Norridgewalk, my bat-
teau filled with water going up the
falls; 1loft my kettle, butter, and fugar,
a lofs not to bereplaced here. At Nor-
ridgewalk is to be feen the veftige of
an Indian fort, chapsl, and a prieit's
grave; there appear to have heen
fome entrenchments on the covered
way through the bank of the river, for
the conveniency of getting water—This
muft have been a confiderable feat of
the natives, as there are large Indian
fields cleared—I bere wrote to Mis.
Meigs, &c.

4. I proceeded up the river about
1 mile, and crofled the yiver at a car-
rying-place of z mile and a guarter.
Here 1 came up with the fecond divifion
commanded by Col. Green.

. All day at the carrying-place ;
at evening moved one company up the
river 1 mile, where they encapmped,
waiting for the other companies of my
divifion.

6. Stil] at the carrying-place, get-
ing boats and provifions: at 4 P. M.
I proceeded up the river 5 miles and
encamped. : .

7. Continued our march up theri-

3 ver,
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wer, and at 12 o'clock tarried at Carra-
tdneaus carrying-place. Here the river
#s confined between two rocks, not
more than 4o rods wide, which lie in
piles 40 rods in length on each ﬁde the
river. Thefe rocks are polithed in fome
places by the (wift running of the wa-
ter. The carrying-place 1s here 433
paces in length.

8. All day at the carrying-place at
Carratuneaus; rainy W. E. Capt.
Darbern’s company paffed the carrying-
place this day at 3 P. M. -

g. Capt. Ward’s company pafled
the carrying-place this day at 12 o’clock.
At P, M. Ileftthe carrying-place and
proceeded up the river about 4 miles
and encamped. The ftream for 4 miles
very rapid, and in fome places very
fhallow, being divided by a2 number of
iflands which appear to be fine land :
from this encampment fome high
mountains rife to our view to the
Northward. .

10, Proceeded up the river, which
continues its courfe N. W, between
two high mountains, and encamped at
the great carrying-place, which is 12
miles and a half a-crefs, including 3
ponds which we were obliged to pafs.

. 11, I croffed the great place as far
as the third pond; there I had the
- pleafure of difcovering Lieut. Steel and,
party who had been fent forwards on a
reconnoitring command as far as
Chaudiere pond : they difcovered no-
thing with regard to the enemy, I
returned back and lodged with Col.

Green.

12.  Tn the morning repaffed the fe-
cond pond, and went to the river, and
gave orders which I received frem Col.
Arnold for building a block-houfe,
and ihen returned and crofled the firfk
pond and encamped this day at the
great carrying-place with the gth divi-
fion of the army, confifting of three
companies of mufquet-men,

13.  Employed in carrying our boats
and provifions a-crofs the firft pond
and the fecond portage. T went myfelf

-crofs the third portage and returned

ack by the Eaft fide of the fecond
portage and encamped with Col. Ar-
nold.  The wind fo high, the boats
could not crofs the third pond. About
this time we killed 4 moofe, which is
excellent meat.

14. At 11 o’clock I repaffed the §rit

pond to fee Capt, Darbern’s and Capt,
5 '
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Ward’s companies over. Laft night a
tree blown down by the wind, fell on
one of our men and bruifed him in
fuch a manner that his life is defpaired
of. In the evening I returned back to
the fecond portage and encamped with
Capt., Ward.

- 15 Thismorningorders weregiven
that the allowance fhouldbe 11b. of pork
and % of flour per man per diem. At
2 o’clock I croffed the third pond and
encamped in a cedaf fwamp. *This
pond is about ¢ miles in circumference
and furrounded with cedar timber.
This laft pond is much larger than the
other two.

16. In the morning I fet out with
Capt. Hanchet to reconnoitre a very
high mountain about ten miles from-
our encampment, but we were too late
in the day and returned towards even-
ing without being able to afcend the
mountain.

17. In the morning I went to Pead
river and took part of Capt. Goodrick’s
company and returned ‘to the third
pond, where I met with Capt. Ward's
company. At cvening returned to
Dead river ; marched one mile up and
encamped with Capt. Hanchet.

13. In the morning ordered 3 men
to kill 2 oxen (which we had driven
with great difficulty to this place) and
to bring 5 quarters to the detachment,
and to leave 3 quarters under a guard
for Col. Enos’s divifion. Then I pro-
ceeded up the river with my divifion
with the greateft expedition to Chau-
diere, in order there to make up our
cartridges, and wait for the rear divifion,
and to furnith a number of pioneers,
under Mr. Ayres to cléar the carrying-
place.

19. Col. Arnold joined us, and
Col. Green's divifion. The land we
pafled this day was very fine, thinly
timbered, and moftly covered with
bigh grafs.

20. Proceeded up the river, paffed
feveral falls, and one portage only
three roods a-crofs, and encamped at
evening; rainy W.E. all day.

21, In the morning proceeded up
the river about three miles to a car.
rying-place 35 perches a-crofs; then
continued our route up the river about
2 miles to a portage 30 perches a-crofs,
where we encamped.

-22. Continued our route up the ri-
ver about 3 miles: in our way we.paf-
fed
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fed two portages, or catrying-places,
each 74 perches. Our courfe this day
is only three miles, owing to the ex-
traordinary rife of theriver. The laft
night in fome parts of the river the
water rofe 8 feet perpendicular, and
in many places overflowed its bahks
and filled the country. with water, which
made it very difficult for our men on
fhore to march.

23. In the morning continued our
march, though very flow, owing to
the rapidity of the tream. A num-
ber of our men whe marched on the
fhore, courfed a river that came in
from the weftward, miftaking it for
the main river, which as foon as we
difcovered, we difpatched fome boats
after them. The river now falls faft.
Encamped this evening at a carrying-
place 15 perches a-crofs. Here a coun-
cil was held, in which it was refolved
that 5o men fhould march with all dif-
patch by Jand to Chaudijere pond ; and
that the fick of my divifion, and Capt.
Morgan’s, thould return back to
Cambridge.

24. At this place the ftream was
very rapid : in our way we pafled three
carrying-places, 2 of them 4 roods
each, in pafling which 6 batteaux filled
and gverfet, by which we loft feveral

barrels of provifions, a number of

guns, fome clothes, and cath.

25. Proceeded up tire river, tho’
with great fatigue, the water bejng very
rapid. Our whole courfe this'day was
only 4 miles, when we encamped.
Wrote to- Mrs. Meigs by the officer
that returned with the fick.

26.
river about fix miles, the ftream very
rapid. '

27. Continued our roate, and foqn
entered a found about 2 miles a-crofs,
and paffed throygh'a narrow Mtreight
only two perches and a half wide and
about 4 roods long ; then mtgred an-
other fmall pond-about t 'mxle, and
then through a narrow ftreight about
a mi'e and a half over to a third pand
7 miles, then pafftd throaugh a narrow
fireight and entered a foerth pond
a quarter of a'mile wide, and then en-
sered a crooked river about 3 miles in
length to a carrying-place is perches
a-ctofs to apond 100 perches a-ctofs;
and encamped on the North Weﬂ._ﬁde
ppon 2 high hill which is a garryTng-

Continued our route up the -

place.
mountains,

28. In the morning continued our
route a-crofs the carrying-place 44 per-
ches long, toa pond about 2miles, toa
carrying-place 4 miles and 6o perches.
This carrying-place lies a-crofs the
height of land, and is about 2 miles
from the laft mentioned pond to the
height, when all the ftreams tun the
reverfc of therivers wecame up. We
encamped this evening on the height
of land. B S

29. In the morning croflfed the
heights to Chauadiere river ; made a
divifion of our provifions and-ammu-
nition, and marched back upon the
heights and encamped. Here I diftri-
buted the following fums . of money,
to the following .perfons; viz. To
Col. Green 500 dollars, to Major Bige=
low 505 and paid Mr. Gatchel 44.—
paid Mr. Berry 4l. ss. lawful money.

30, Continued our march by land
towards Quebec. At 1 P. M. came tg
Nepifs lake, which we fuppofed to be
Ammeguntick lake : .we continued our
march till night, and encamped on the
‘banks of the lake, where there had
been an Indian camp. )

Nov. 1. Marched thro’ the woodg
15 miles, and encamped near the Narth
end of Ammeguntick lake. .

2, Cortinued our march through
the woods ; the marching this day was
exceedingly bad. I pafled a number of
foldiers who had no provifions and
were fomewhat fick. It was notin my
power to help or relieve them. Twao
dogs were kilted, which the diftreflfed
foldiers eat with.good appetite, even
the feet and fkin. This day in our
nwrch upon the banks of the Chaudiere
we faw feveral boats that were fplit!
upon the rocks, arnl one of Capti:
Morgan's. men was drowned. - The
travelling-this day, as yeferday, very
bad over mountains and moraffes. «

3. In the morning continued our
march on the banks of the Chaudiered
The marching this day better than we
have lately had. The river grows wi.
der and runs very quick, and in fome
places very fhallow. We pafled this
day feveral fmall iflands. The wea-
ther exceeding fine, and as warm as
ever Ifelt it at this feafon in New-Eng-
land, . )
4. Continued our march on the

3 Q2 banks

The pondsare furrounded with
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banks of the Chaudiere : at 12 o'clock
we met with provifions, to the inex-
preflible joy ot the foldiers wha were
near ftarving. After refrefhing our-
felves, we marched a few milcs and
encamped.

5. Inthe morning continued our
march. At 11 o'clock arrived at a
French houfe, and were hofpitably
ufed : this is the firft houfe I faw for
31 days, having been all that timein a
yough, barren, and uninbabited wilder-
neis, where we never faw a human
being except our own men. Imme-
diately after our arrival, we were fup-
plied with frefh beef, fowls, butter,
pheafants, and vegetables. This fet-
tiemepnt is called Sertigan: it lies a5
Jeagues from Quebec.

6. Marched down to the parith of

St. Mary’s; the country thinly fettled ;
the people kindly fupplyed us with
plenty of proviiions.
“ 7, 8 9, 10. Iwason bufinefs up
and down the country on each fide the
river; the inhabitants very hofpitable.
Our men that were gone forward to
Point Levi, made prifoner Mr. M’
Kenzie, a midthipman of the Hunter
floop of war. This night I Jodged at
$t. Henry’s.

31. I marched down to Point Levi,

and joined the detachment.
" 12, 13. I was at Point Levi; no-
thing extraordinary happened except a
deferter came in to us from Ojuebec,
by whom we were informed Col. M’
Clean had arrived from Sorel with his
regiment. ‘The Lizard frigate 2lfo ar-
rived o few days before us, On the eve-
ning of this day at g o’clock, we began
to embark our men on board 3 5-canoes.
‘At 4 P. M. we got over and landed
soo men, entirely- undifcovered, al-
though two men of war were ftatjoned
to prevent us. We landed at the fame
place Gen. Wolfe did, in a finall cove
which is now called Wolfe's cove.

Soon after our landing, a barge from
the Lizard frigate came rowing up the
river ¢+ we hailed her, and ordered her
to come on fhore; ‘they ief&lﬁng. we fi-
red upon them—they pufhed off thore
and cryed out. After parading “bue
men on the heights of Abraham, and
fending out a reconnoitring party
Yowards the city, and placing centinels,
we marched a-crofs the plain and took
pofleilion of a large houfe which was
formerly owned by Gen. Mu-;ray’ and
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other houfes adjacent, which were fine
accommodations for our troops.

14. This morring employed in pla-
cing proper guards on the different
roads to cut off the communication
between the city and country. At 12
o'clock the enemy furprifed one of our
advanced centries, and made him pri-
foner ; the guard {oon perceived the
enemy and purfued, but were not able
to overtake them ; we rallied the main
body and marched upon the heights
near the city, gave them three huzzas
and marched our men fairly in their
view, '

It is faid Quebec might have been
taken had we then made an aflault:
they did not chufe to come out to us,
but gave us a few thot from the ram-
parts, and we then returned to our
camp. This afternoan they fet fire to
the fuburbs and burnt feveral houfes.
This evening Col. Arnold fent a flag of
truce with a demand of the garnfon
in the name and behalf of the United -
Colonies—as the flag approached the
walls it was fired upon, contrary to all
rule and cuftom on fuch occafions.
We conftantly lay on our arms to pre-
vent furprife;; for we were informed by
a gentleman from Quebec, that we
might expeét an attack very foon from
the city.

15. The commanding officer this
day fent into the town a flag, concla-
ding that the firing on our flag yefter-
day was through miftake, byt it was
treated in the fame manner as Yefore ;
on whijch it returned. An exprefs
went off to Gen. Montgomery thig
morning. About 12 o'clock we were
alarmed with a report, that the troops
in town were coming out to attack us,
We turned out to meet them, but it
proved falfe. ; ’

16. This morning it is reported
Montreal furrendered to Gen. Mont-
gomery the laft fabbath, and that the
fhipping were takep, Qne of our men,
a ferjeant in the rifled comnpany, recei-
ved 4 fhot frqm acannon, which thattery
ed gne of his legs in fuch a manner
that ampntation was neceffary, This
dag we lent a company of .our men and
took pofleffion of the general hofpital ;
the Cangdians are continually coming
in, to exprefs their_fatisfatiopn at our
coming into this country. '

"17. The ferjeant that was wounded
yle!:te’rday, died this moraing with great

sompofire
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compofure and refignation. This day
we had a confirmation of the furrender
of Monireal. to Gen. Montgomery.
A foldier came in to us from Quebec,
but no intelligence extraordinary from
him. A party of our men went over

Claratier and Abilities of Yames I.
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to Point Levi, with boats to bring
party of our detachment that weré left
there with provifions. Weather plea-
fant. .

18, We have orders to parade at 3
o'clock to morrow morning. - -

w3 The length of the Tournal abliges us to referve the remainder for next months
awbich contains a particular account of the jun@ion of thofe troops with Gen, Mont-

gomery's, and a wery minute account of the operations of the

Provincials againf

Quebec, including the florm of the place, avhen the General was killed, and the

Major was taken prifoner.

Fr e LONDON MAGAZINE.
Charalter of James L. with Inflances of Flattery.

OF all the qualities which marked
the charatter of James I. king of
England, there was none more con-
temptible than a pedantic dilpofition:
which he had obtained from a narrow
though laboricus eduacation, Some
fchool learning he had, the fruits of
that unwearied application which is
often united to mean parts; of that
learning he was ridiculoufly vain.  His
vanity was much heightened by the
Sattery he had met with from the mini.
ons of his Englilh court. 'He was
eager for an opportunity of difplaying
it to the whole nation. The opportu-

nity was offered him by a petition from

the Puritans, for a reformation of
fundry articles of the eftablifhed church.
James gave them hopes of an impartial

debate, though he mortally bated all |

the reformers, for the teftraints they
had laid upon him in his Scotch go-
" yernment.

In this debate James was to prefide
as judge ; and 'an affembly of church-
men and minifters met at Hampton
Court for this purpofe. From judge
he turned principal difputant, filencing
all oppofition by his authority and Jo-
quacity, and clofed bis many argu-
snents with thef€powerfuloness ¢“That
Prefbytery agreed as well with monar-
chy as God with the devil, that he
would not have Tom and Dick and
Will meet to cenfure him and his

council. If this beall your party hath
to fay, I will make them conform them~
felves, or elfe I will Harrie them out
of the land, or elfe do worfe—only
hang them, that's all.™
Great was the exultation and adu-
lation of churchmen and courtiers on
this occafion. Chancellor Egeiton
cried out, ¢ he had often heard that
royalty and priefthood wasunited, but
never faw it verified till now.”" Arch-
bithop Whitgift carried his flatrery
ftill farther, *¢.he verily believed the
king fpoke by the fpirit of God."
Macaulay's Hiff. of Eng. wol. 1.p.5,6.
Niele bithop of Lincoln, and An-
drews bifhop of Winchefter, being at
dinner with king James in public,
James in this fituation had the impra-
dence to propofe aloud this queftion,
¢¢ whether he might not take his fub.
jects money without confent of parlia-
ment ?” “The fycophant Niele replied,
¢ God forbid you thould not, for you
are the breath of our noftrils ! .
Andrews declined anfwering the
quettion, fayidg, ¢ he was not ikilled
in parliamentary cafes.”” On theking's
urging him, he replied pleafantly : I
think your majefly has an undoubted
right to my brother Niele's money.
Life of Andrews Bifb. of Winchefler.
The following is a charaéter drawn
of king James by Williams, whence
jtappeéars that the fervile tools * whom
i - ro James

* Among the farfufardgf of this avorthlefs tribe wus Cecil afteravards earl of
Salifbusy, awbo fold bims on his coming to the crown, * Tlat he would fiad bis En-
ghith fubjells like affes, on whom be mr';bt lay any burthen, and waild need neither

it nor _bn'dll" bus Wwir affes ears”
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James had raifed to the highsit prefer-
meuts in the ftate, befowed the fame
tribute of abfurd flattery. to his memo-
ry, as they had fed him with duringlife.

¢« I dare prefume to fay, you never
read in your life more tully parallgl
amwongft themflelves, and di(_hngu:fhed
from all other kings, than King James
and King Solomon. King Solomon
3s faid to be unigenitus coram matre fua,
the only fon of his mother, (o was King
}ames ; Solomon 'was of 2 complexion
white and ruddy, fo was King James ;
Solomon was learned above all” the
princes in the univerfal world; Solo-
mon was a writerin profe and verfe, fo
in avery pure and exquifite manner was
et fweet fovereignKing James ; Solo-
rou was the greateft patron we ever
r=ad of to church and ¢hurch-nien, and

yrino greater (let the houfe of Aaron’

now confefs) than King James—and
for his words and cloguence, you
know it well enough—it was rare and
excellent in the highelt degree—Pro-
Fuenti et que principem deceset eloquen-
#a ; as Tacitos faid to Auguftus, in
2 flowing and princely kind of elocu-
tion, Thofe fpeeches of his in the
Parliament, ftar-chamber, council-ta-
ble, and other public audiences of
tiie ftate (of which, as of Tully's ora-
tions ; ea femper optima que maxima;
the longeft ftill was held the beat) do
prove him to be the moft powerful
syeaker who ever fwayed the fceptre of
this kirgdom.” .
. Rufbaverth, vol. i. p. 160,

Asa [pecimen of the pure and exqui-
Sfite manner of this faveet fovereygn's
writing and fpeaking, I beg leave to
Iay betore the reader a few quotations
trom his fpeeches and letters.

In a fpeech to the Parliament, anno
161c, he informs his fubjects, that
- tiie King’s heart is in the hand of
the Lord, who cin create and dettroy,
make and unmake ; fo kings can give
lit= and death, judge all and be judg-
ed by none. They can exalt fow
things, and abafe high things, making
the fubje&s like men at .chefs, a pawn
to takea bithop or a knight. And,
as it 1« blalphemy to difpute what God
may do, [o it is fedition in fubjets to
dirpute what kings may do in. the
heizht of their power.”

Macaulay's Hit . of Eng. v.i.p. 61,

Wien the fame Parliunent had vo-

* King of Denmark.

Abilities and Currefpondence of James ¥, &e.

t Duke S Buckingbam.

‘Sept.
ted him a lefs fum than was demand-.
ed, he thought proper to decline ac-
cepting it, for the following judici-
ous reafons : ¢ Nine fcore thoufand
pounds, he could not accépt, becaufe
nine was the numnber of the poets,
who were always beggars ; eleven was
the numbeér- of the apoftles when Ju-

- das was away, and therefore might

beft be affefted by his Majefty ; but
there was a mean number, which
might accord “to both, and that was
ten, a facred number, for fo many were
God’s commandments which tend to
virtue and edification.”

Winavood's Memorials, vol. iii. p. 191,

To illuftrate bhis princely elegance
in his literary correfpondence, take
the following example from a letter to
the Duke of Buckingham—+*¢if thou
be with me by four in the afternoon,
it will be good time ; and prepare thee
to be a guard to me from keeping my
heart unbroken with bufinefs, before
my.going to the progrefs. And thus
God fend me a happy and joyful meet-
ing with my fweet Stenny, this even-
ing. Sweet-heart, when thou rifeft
keep thee from importunities of peo-
ple who trouble thy mind, that at
meeting | may fee thy white teeth
{bine upon me.”

MSS. inthe Britifp Mufeum, n. 6587,

But the ftile of the queen was fome-
what more extraordinary, and in an
age and place where flattery was the
moft current cuin, undoubtedly infeét.
ed the whole court.

Queen AnN toKing JaMEs.

¢ I um glad that our brother’s *
horfe does pleafe you, and that my
dog Stennie | does well; for Idid
command him that he thould make
your earg hang like a fows lug, anqd
when he comes home I will tgcag himy
better than any other dog.™

Queen ANN to Vifcount VILLARS.

*“ You do well in tugging the fow"
§ ear, and I thank you for it, ang
would have you do fo #ill, upon con-
dition you continue a watchful dog to
bim, and be always true to him.” |

. MSS. Britijh Mufeum, fal. 6986.

A fine courtly ftile truly !

The following paflages from the Bi-
fhop of Downe’s fermon, and a letter
from General ‘Digby to the Marquis
ot Ormond, théw the impious non-
fenfe as well as flattery that waspreach-

- 2o e
§ King James, )
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An AUTHENTIC JourRNAL of Occirrences ;wbi:b bappened avithin the Circle of

Major Meigs's Obfervations in that ¥xtraordinary
bis Army from the Neighbourbaed of B

uebec.

that Army againft

Route of Col, Arnold and

ofton #o Quebec, with the Operations of

(Continued from our loft Magawine, p. 430.)

OV. 19. Early in the morning
wedecamped and marched up to
Point aux Txembles, about 7 leagues
from Quebec.. The country through
which we paflfed was well fettled. Eve-
ry few miles ahandfome little chapel.
We have witlrus 7 prifoners and 2 de-
ferters. Co '

20. An exprefs came in this morn-
ing from Gen. Montgomery at Mont-
real—the contents were, that the
king’s troops had abandoned theé town
and fled to the thipping, and that he
was_about toattack them with row-
gallies and boats with artillery mount-
ed in them, and that he fhould imme-
diately join our detachment with men
and artillery. We have now an ex-
prefs ready to return to Montreal, by
which conveyance I write to my fa-
mily. } :

21. The curate of the parith at
Point aux Trembles dined this day at
head quarters. o

22. Anexprefsarrived from Mont-
 real, which informs us that all the
thipping were taken laft fabbath even-
ing, and that Gen. Montgomery was
about to march for Quebec.

23. Anexprefsarrived from Mont-
real, by whom we have intelligence
that Gen. Montgomery was on his
march, and that yefterday he had fent
clothing for our troops. One of our
men came in from the woods, who had
been left behind ; and fays that bim-
" felf with one more killed a bhorfe and
lived on' the fleth feveral days.

24. ‘This morning the Hunter floop
of war, and three other armed veffels,
appeared in fight. An exprefs is now
going to meet the troops that are
coming down from Montreal,

25. The Hunter floop, a large
fnow, and an armed fchooner, came
to an anchor oppofite to our quarters.
This morning a number of men were
fent up the river in a canoe to meet the
troops that were coming down.

26. A nymber of gentlemen came
in this morning from Quebec.—I wrote
to my father and Mrs, Meigs. .

27. We are informed that the

O¢t. 1776.

houfe of Majar Caldwell in which our
troops were quartered is burnt,

28. Col. Arnold went up to Jack-
arty, to haften down the ammunition.

29. Capt. Morgan, who had been
fent down to the neighbourhood o

gebec, fent up to our quarters two
Pprifoners which hetook in the fuburbs,

30. This day an exprefs went to
Gen. MontgomerymeCapt.m— is
arrived with ammunition and provi-
fions.

Dec. t. Gen. Montgomery arrived

this day at 1 P, M, with 3 armed
fchognéra, with men, artillery, am-
gnumtion, and provifions; to the great
joy of our detachment. Towards
evening our detachment turned out
and marched down to the General's
quarters, and was there received. The
General complimented .us on our ap-
pearance.
.z, In themorning I affifted in fend-
ing down our field-pieces by land.
The large cannon are ordered down in
batteaux, which when Ilanded, the
batteaux are to go to Poiat Levi for the
ladders.

3.~ Major Brown arrived from So-
rell. The feldiers drew for their cloa
thing.

4. Wemarched at 12 o’clock with
our camp before Quebec. At evening
I quartered at the houfe of the curate
of the parifh of St. Auguftin; we were
entertained with hofpitality and ele-

ance. The curate’s name is Michael
arrau.

5. In the morning proceeded on
our march for St. Fry, our camp
before Quebec, where we arrived about
noon. This day wrote to Mrs. Meigs,

6. I wroteto Titus Hofner, Efg. at
Middle Town. Weather cold, with
ftorms of fnow. !

7. Y am informed that our men
yefterday took a floop with provifions
and fome cafh.

8. We received fome fhot from the
city, but no perfon was hurt.

g~ A party of 100 men are ordered
to cover the train this evening while
they bombard the towsys I went with
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this party, Twenty feven fhots were
thrown into the town. This day we
began to eret a battery before St.
ohn’s gate.

J 10, gThe enemy cannonaded our
camp early in the morning and con-
tinued it till night: a party of our
men are ordered into St. Rue to cover
the train which are ordered there alfo
with 5 mortars and 2 field-pieces.
This evening 45 thells were thrown
into the town, the enemy returned a
few, and fome 24 pounders and grape
thot. No perfon on our fide was hurt,
befides a Canadian who was fhot thro®
the body.

11. The town kept a warm can-
nonading upon our men, one of whom
was wounded in the thigh, In the
evening we fent 45 fhells into the town.
I had the command of the working
party at the battery this night. The
enemy gave usa few fhot and thells, but
not one of them ftruck the battery, W,
E, exceeding cold.

12. The platforms nearly ready for
the gun battery. W. E. cold.

13. We opened our battery, had
two men wounded in it by a cannon
from the city, Five men of Col. Li-
vingfton’s regiment of Canadians were
alfo wounded by a cannon fhot which
went through a houfe in St. John's
fuburbs where they were quartered.

14. One of our men was killed in
the battery and feveral wounded. In
the evening we threw into the town 24
fhells; at the fame time we were britkly
cannonaded from the town.

15. ‘This morning before fun-rife
our battery began to play and continu-
ed one hour, then ceafed by order of
the general.. A flag was then fent in
to thecity, but wasrefufed admittance,
After fome difcourfe with the officers
from the ramparts the flag returned.
(The dilcourfe was that Gen, Carlton
would fuffer no truce with rebels; if
‘they came to implore mercy from the
king he would then give them a hear-
ing.) Atz P. M., our battery began
to play upon the town, and mortars
alfo from the fuburbs of St. Rue,
which fent in gobombs. This day we
had two men killed at our battery, and
our guns damaged by a fhot from the
enemy. It is now in agitation to
ftorm the town, which if refolved I
hope will be undertaken with a proper
fenfe- of the nature and importancg of

Authentic Fournal of the Provincial Army’s
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fuch an attack, and vigouroufly exe-
cuted, )

16. The enemy this morning began
to cannonade our quarters; feveral
fhot ftruck the houfe, on which it was
thought beft toremove elfewhere. Qne
of our men was thot through the body
with a grape fhot ; his life 1s defpaired
of. I wrote to Mrs. Meigs by way of
Montreal. This evening a council
was held by all the commilfoned officers
of Col. Arnold’s detachment, when the
majority were for ftorming Quebec, as
foon as the men were provided with
bayonets, fpears, hatchets, and hand
grenades. )

17. All day at Capt. Hanchet's
quarters. Nothingextraordinary hap-
pened. Cold and fnow,

18, This morning I came to Mr,

Duvene’s houfe to quarter. W, E,
{now.
19. No occurrences extraordinary.

W. E. moderate and fnowy.

20. Several of our men have the
fmall pox at this time. W. E. cold.

21, We have orders for all our men
to wear hemlock fprigs in their hats, to
diftinguith them in the attack uponthe
works. ‘ ’

22, Preparations are making and
things ripening faft for the affault upon
the works of Quebec. The blefling
of heaven attend the enterprize l—
This evening celebrated the anniver-
fary of a happy event or circumftance
in my life.

23. This day the officers of our
detachment met; the general attended
to compofe fome matters of difpute,
which were happily fettled.

24. I was on a general court mar-
tial.  ©ur chaplain preached a fermon
in the chapel of the general hofpital,
which is exceeding elegant infide, and,
richly decorated with carriages and
gilt work.

25. Col. Arnold’s detachment pa-
raded this evening at Capt. Morgan's
quarters. Atq P. M. his hqoour Gen.
Montgomery attended, and addrefled
us on the fubjedt of an affault upon
the town in a fpirited manner.

e6. Nothing material happened;
W.E. cold. = ppeneds

27. Thisevening the troops aflema
bled by order of the general, with a
defign to make an attack upon the
works of Quebec—when an order from.
the general came for their returning

to
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to their quarters, the time and feafon
not, being thought proper for the at-
tack.

28. The following came out in the
general orders,  the General had the
moft fenfible pleafure in feeing the
Food difpofition with which the troops
alt night moved towards the attack.
It was with the greateft reluétance he
found himfelf called upon by his duty
to reprefs their ardour : but he thould
hold himfelf anfwerable to thofe brave
men, whofe lives might be faved by
waiting for a more favourable oppor-
tunity.” This day is the 25th anni-
verfary of my bjrth. A variety of
fcenes have prefented themfelves in
this thort term: profperity and adver-
fity have alternately chequered my
path. Some dangers efcaped, and fa-
vours innumerable received by me,
demand a tribute of the warmeft gra-
titude,

29. This day I dined with Gen,
Montgomery, and fpent the afternoon
and evening with him in an agreeable
manner. ‘This evening as a party of
our men were executing a command
in the fuburbs of St. Rue, they were
fired upon from the walls and one man
was wounded in the leg.

30. This morning between the
hours of 1 and 3 o’clock, our train
threw into the city about 30 fhells,
which produced a number of thells and
a brifk cannonading from the town.
Continued our preparations to make
an attack upon the city, the ladders
being now ready,-and the W, E. ftor-
‘my, which was thought beft for our
purpofe ; the troops were ordered to
parade at 2 o’clock to morrow morn-
ng. i

g;x. The troops aflembled at two
o°clock this morning ; thofe that were
to make the attack by the way of Cape
Diamondicolletted atthe general quar-
ters upon the heights of Abraham,
and were headed by Gen. Montgomery.
Thofe that were to make the attack by
the fuburbs of St. Rue, were headed
by Col. Arnold, and which were two
battalions that were detached from the
army at Cambridge.~—Col. Livingftone
with a regiment of Canadians, and
Major Brown with part of a regiment
from Bofton, were to make a falfe at-
tack upon the walls fouthward of St.
John's gate, and in the mean time t0
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fet fire to the gate with combuftibles
prepared for that purpofe.

Thefe different bodies were to move
to the attack from their places of af-
fembly exallly at 5 oclock; but the
different routes they had to make, the
great depth of fnow, and other obfta-
cles prevented the execution of Col.
mesﬁqn's command. The general
moved with his corps and a number of
carpenters, to the pickets at Cape
Diamond ; the carpenters foon cut the
pickets with faws, the general pulled
them down with his own hands, and
entered with his aid de camp Mr. M*
Pherfon, Mr. Antill the engineer,
Capt. Cheefinan, the carpenters and.
others. The troops did not follow,
except 2 few who attacked the guard
houfe: the enemy gave them a dif-
charge of grape fthot from their can-
non, and of fmall arms at the fame
time, by which the general, his aid de’
camp, Capt Cheefman and fome others
bravely fell. - The firing then entirely
ceafed, and the lights in the guard
houfe were out, at which time, ’tis
faid, the troops might have entered.
—But Colonels thought of
retreatihg, which they did, and car-
ried off the wounded to the camp.

I came now to Col. Arnold’s divi-
fion, which was to proceed to theattack
inthe following manner—aA lieutenant.
and 30 men were to march in front as
an advanced guard, then the artillery
company with a field piece mounted
on afledge; and as the mainbody, of
which, Capt. Morgan's company waz
the firt. The advanced party were to
open when arrived near the battery,
which was raifed upon a wharf, and
which we were obliged to attack on the
way; and when our field pliece had
given a fhot or two, the advanced par«
ty were to ruth forward with ladders
and force the battery, while Captain
Morgan’s company were to march
round the wharf if poffible on the ice.
But the fnow was fo deep, the pieces
of artillery were brought on very flow,
and we were finally obliged to leave it
behind ; and to add to the delay the
main body miftook their way, there
being no road, the way dark and intri-
cate, among ftore-houfes, boats, and
wharfs; and harraffed at the fame time
witha conftant fire of the enemy from the
walls, which killed and woundedanum-
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ber of men, without our being able to
anpoy them in the leaft, from our
fituation. The ficld piece not coming
up, the advanced party, with Capt.
Morgan's company, attacked the bat-
tery, fome firing into the pg:t-holes,
. or a kind of embrafures, while others
{:aled the battery with ladders, and
immediately took pofleffion of it with
aguard, confifting of 30 men. This was
executedwith fo muchdifpatch, that the
enemy only difcharged one cannon. In
the attack, we loft one or two men,
the enemy the {aime number. At this
battery Col. Arnold received a wound
in one of his legs with a mufquet ball.
So foon as the prifoners were taken
care of, and a few men come up (which
was near half an hour) our men at-
tempted the next bariier, but could
not force it; and as th® main body
were fome time in coming up, occa-
fioned by the obftacles before-men-
tioned ; adding to this, that the partof.
the army, commanded by General
Montgomery, after his fall, bhaving
retreated, gave the enemy the advan-
tage to turn theirwhole force and atten-
tion upon us; fo that before our men
.attempted the fecond barrier, the
enemy had fuch a number of men be-
bind it and in the houfes, that we were
furrounded with fuch a fire, from
double our numbers, we found .it
jmpoffible to force it, they being
a)lo under cover, while we were ex-
pofed to their fire. To add to the
embarrafiment, welof the help of one
of our companies, which was quartered
onthe north fide of the river St. Charles,
by their not having notice in feafon,
who, in endeavouring to join the
main body, were furprized by a party
of men who made a jfortie throngh Pa-
lace Gate, and moft of them were made
prifoners. Our men near the fecond bar-
rier took pofleflion of fome houfes, and
kept upa fire from them for fome time,
but as the bodywhich fallied out of Pa-
Jace Gate, came upon the rear, and our
numbers were greatly leflened by being
kiiled andwounded, it was thought beft
to retreat to the battery that we had
taken, which we did, with the greateft
part of our men, where at a confulra-
tion of officers prefent, it was the
unanimous opinion that it was imprac-
ticable to retreat, as we muft have
pafled a great part of the way, under
rhe walls of the town, erpofed to
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aline of fire, and our rear expoftd to
the fire of the enemy at the fame time;
befides having the party that fallied
out thraugh Palace Gate to oppofe in
front. We maintained our ground
till about ten in the morning, but
were at laft obliged, with great reluc-
tance, to furrender prifoners of war.

By the beft accounts we can obtain,
our lofs, by killed and wounded,
amounts to about one hundred ; the
lofs which the town fuftained, we
cannot learn; it muft be fmall in com-
parifon with ours, uwing to the ad-
vantage of fituation. We had one
Captain and two Lieutenants killed;
wounded officers, Colonel Arnoldy
Capt. Hubbard, Capt. Lambe, Lieut,
Steel, Licut. Tildale and Brigade
Major Ogden, The lofs in that part
of the army commanded by the Ge-
neral, befides himfelf, was his Aid de
Camp, Mr. M¢Pherfon and Capt.
Cheefeman ; private numberunknown.
His Honour, Brigadier General Mont-
gomery, was fhot through both his
thighs and through his head: bis
body was taken up the next day, an
elegant coffin was prepared, and he
was decently interred the Thurfday
after. T am informed, when his body
was taken up, his features were not
in the leaft diftorted : his countenance
appeared regular, ferene, and placid
like the foul that late had animated it.
He was tall and flender, well limbed,
of a genteel, ealy, graceful, manly
addrefs, and had the voluntary love,
efteem and confidence of the whole
army. His death, though honourable,
15 lamented, not only as the death of
an amiable, worthy friend, but as
an experienced, brave General ; the
whole country {uffers greatly by fuch
a lofs at this time. The native good-
nefs and yellitude of his heart might
eafily be feen in his agtions; his fen-
timents, which appeared on every
occafion, were fraught with that un-
affeted goodnefs, which plainly dif-
covered the goodnefs of the heart from
whence they flowed.

In the afternoon, the officers were
confined in the Seminary, and wel
accommodated with bedding; the
privates were confined in the Recol-’
lets, or Jefuit’s College. I dined
this day with Capt. Law, whom in
the morning I had made prifoner, but -
in a few hours after I was in my turn

made
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made prifoner alfo. Capt. Law treated
me with great pelitenefs and ingenuity.

Jan. 1ft. This whole day in the Semi-
nary. The firft day I ever knew confine-
ment, I hopeI fhall bear it with becom-
ing forjitude. :
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Major M¢ Kenzie brought General
Montgomery's knee buckles and Mr.
M¢ Pherfon’sgold broach, and made a
prefent of them to me, which I
highly value for the fake of their late

worthy owners.
Major Return Fonathan Meigs-

Political Charaéler of Mr. EpMunp Burke.

HIS gentleman’s firft appearance
in public life, was at the time
of the repeal of the ftamp a&, in the
fpring 1766. He fupported that mea-
fure with great zeal and uncommon
abilities ; and beinga young member,
" attrafted the attention of the Houfe in
a very particular manner. His poli-
tical fituation grew from his conneétion
with the Marquis of Rockingham,
who was then firft lord of the Trea-
fury, and oftenfible minifter of the
day, and to whom Mr. Burke was
appointed fecretary. We cannot fay
but it was rather a misfortune for a
man of fuch extenfive talents to come
into parliament and public life, under
the immediate patronage, and almoft
by the political creation, of a profeffed
formed party, fuch as that Lord Rock-
ingham was iooked upon to be at the
head of. The public has a claim to
the fervice of fuch men, and it is a
pity that any attachments of honour,
arifing from perfonal obligation, or
party engagement, fhould render the
welfare.of a man's country an objett
of bat fecondary confideration. Whe-
ther his conduét has been direéted to
his own perfonal advantage, or by
motives oF found patriotifm, is more
than we dare attempt to decide onj;
but we can have no doubt that he has
enlifted himfelf a party man, perhaps
more from conviétion than his acci-
dental introduttion into public life.
Be that as it may, he has acquitted
himfelf as a moft able, faithful, fteady
and inflexible partizan. He has whit
walhed the whigs, and abfolved the
of all their political tranfgreffions,
fince the acceffion of the houfe of
Brunfwick. He has not affirmed, in
exprefs terms, that the law for repeal-
ing the triennial adt of William the
Tﬁird, and for eftablithing feptennial

parliaments, was a wife meafure; or

fuppofing if to be proper then, that it

fhiould have been continued after the

caufe, for which it was ena&ed, ceafed

to exift ; no, he tells you in his new

whig-creed®, that wife and able men

have been of opinion, the inconveni-
emces arifing” from fhort parliaments,

would more than counterbalance the

advantages ; and fupported it with

the following cogent reafon, within

his own knowledge.—I have obferved

(fays he) that the members are always

moft independent in the middle of a

feffion, the approaching eleétion al-

ways rendering them more pliable and

acquiefcent to the prayers or mandates

of the minifter., We fhall not trace

out this gentleman’s principles, and

defence ofgthe whigs, further than to

obferve, he has no objetions to piace-

men, officers naval and military in the

Houfe of Commons, but he does not

approve of penfioners. In tfhort, he

liked the government of the whigs

very well, and Lord Rockingham’s

particular adminiftration beft of all.

On the whole, it is fufficient to obferve,

that Mr. Burke is the oracle of the'
party he fo ably defended ; that he is

a zealous and an able advocate for the

political and commercial rights of
America, a warm defender of the

propricty of the repeal of the ftamp

a&, and a profefled oppofer of every

meafure carried into execution re-

fpefting that country, but'fuch: as

originated under the adminiftration of
his naoble patron,

No man in this country is fo well
qualified, by nature and education, to
be minifter of the Houfe of Commons.
Mr. Bgrke's powers of perfuafion
would on fome particular occafions be
irrefiftible, if not counteralted o; ﬁred

ifte
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fifted by the weight and folidity of the
precious metal. His fources of know-
ledge are inexhauftible, extenfive,
and his materials drawn forth with
great judgment ; his memory is faith-
tul, and his mind teems with the moft
Juxuriant imagery, cloathed in the
moit elegant language, and an apt and
bappy mode of expreffion, His details
often are interefting and important,
but always correét : his arguments are
plaufible, generally logical, replete
with information, and never fupported
upon defigned milveprefentation, or
wild random aflertions, to anfwer the
temporary purpofes of debate. His
faéts are feldom afflumed, and when
they are, he ingenuoufly founds them
on certain current opinions, perhaps
controverted, but known however to
exift. This candour at once renders
him the faireft adverfary, and ftamps
his fpeeches with a certain air of cre-
dit, veracity, and authority, feldom
due to any of his cotemporaries, in
either houfe of parliament. His know-
ledge of parliamentary bufinefs is fo
vaft and multifzrious, that there is no
fubje&t that comes under difcuffion,
whether politics, finances, commerce,
manufaétures, internal police, &c.
with all their divifions and fubdivifions,
which he does not treat in fo mafterly
and technical a manner as to induce
fuch as hear him to imagine he had
dedicated a confiderable portion of
his life to the inveftigation of that
particufir fubje&. Mr. Burke is not
perhaps fo logical, convindng, judi-
cious and corret as Lord Camden ;
nor fo perfuafive, graceful and fafci-
nating a fpeaker as Lord Mansfield;
but in the Jaboured detail of office, in
connelting meafures with the motives
which brought them into cxiftence, in
explanatory obfervations, and in pur-
fuing mealures to the probable confe-
quences, arifing from experience, and
fupported by rational deduétion, he
has moft undoubtedly no equal. If

the impradticability of the American

war, the interference of foreign powers,
or any other accidental circum-
ftance, either within or without, thould
happen, that might be the occafion of
a change of fyftem at St. James's, it is
" very probable this gentleman may fuc-
seed to the chancellorthip of the Ex-.
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chequer, and that for two reafons;
becaufe we thimk him the moft capa-
ble man in England for the office, the
prefent chancellor not excepted ; and
becaufe, unlefs in the fingle inftance
of America, the creeds of the$nodern
Tories and modern Whigs feem only
to differ inname ; nor can we difcover
a tittle in Mr. Burke's political opi-
nions, his perfonal- attachment to
Lord Rockingham "only excepted,
which would prefent a fingle obftacle
to his accepting the chancellorthip of
Exchequer under John Earl of Bute.

This fketch we prefent to our read-
ers, as a very imperfet attempt to
delineate the uncommon parliamentary
abilities of this great political genius.
We cannot however difmifs this fide
of the picture, without obferving, that
his abilities are accompanied with a
very extraordinary inftance of an union
of talents, fcarcely compatible, for it
is difficult to decide whether he fpeaks
or writes better, or whether he deli-
berates with greater judgment, or
plans or direfts with greater aptitude,
{agacity and forefight.

On the other hand, Mr. Burke is
excurfive, injudicious by frequently
dwelling upon trifles, and pedantic.
His wit fometimes degenerates into
buffoonery and ill-nature, and his ora-
tory into bombaft and mere fuftian.
His voice is not, at the beft, one of
the moft harmonious; he frequently
neglefts to manage it, and in the
warmth of debate often becomes fo
hoarfe as to render his accents diffo-
nant, and nearly unintelligible; he
has neither a very expreflive nor ani-
mated countenance, nor does he feem,
any more than Phil. Stanhope, to have
courted the Graces with any degree of
fuccefs in point of attitude, or the ufe
he makes of bis hands, head, feet and
arms. ‘

On the whole, in fpite of his flights
through the regions of imagery, his
frequent deviations from the queftion
51 debate, his dwelling upon  trifles,

hen matters of confequence abound,
with feveral other defefts, which are
manifetly thick fown through his ha-
rangues, he is indubitably by much
the moft powerful and beft informed
fpeaker, on either fide, in the Houfe
of Commons,

Political
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