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FORMATION AND CONSTITUTION 
OF THE YORK 

BIBLE SOCIETY. 

~c. ~c. 

A Meeting convened in the Masonic Hall, on the even­
ing of Monday, the 3d November, 18~8, for the purpose 
of forming a Bible Society, auxiliary to, and to co-ope­
rate with the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

After prayer by the Rev. James Harris,-lst, It was 
moved by Mr. Stewart, and seconded by Mr. Harris-that 
the Hon. John Henry Dunn take the Chair, which was 
unanimously agreed to. 

2nd, The Honble. Chairman, in a neat and pathetic 
Speech, which did great honour to his feelings for the 
good cause, opened the meeting, by pointing out the pur­
pose for which it took place, viz.-to form a Bible So­
ciety, whose sole object should be the circulation of the 
Scriptures, withont note or comment. 

3rd, The Secretary of the Committee read the follow­
ing Rules. which had been prepared by the Committe, for 
the adoption of the meeting' --Laws ~ Regulations of the York Auxiliary Bible Society. 

RULE lst.-This Society sh ... 11 he denominated, The 
York, U. C. Al1~iJiary Bible Society-having- the same 
object in view as the Jlritlsh and Foreign Bible Society, 
viz.-the circulation of the BIble, without note or com­
ment-to act in concert with the Parent Society, or sepa­
rately, as circlllllstances may require. 

RULE 2nd.-The Society shall consist of all who are 
disposed to promote the object of the Institution, without 
regard to differences of religious sentiments. 
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RULE 3rcJ.-Every subscriber of five shillings annually, 
shall be considered a member as long as he pays his sub­
scription. 

RULE 4th.-A Subscriber of five pounds, shall be a 
member for life. Donation, of any amount, small 01' 

great, will be thankfully received. 

RULE 5th.-The business of the Society shall be con­
ducted by a President, fiv& Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, ' 
two Secretaries, a Committee of twenty-seven of its own 
Members, and a depositor of ilS Bibles. Nine of tbe, 
Committee (tbe first on tbe Jist) shall go out annually-', 
and five sball be a quorum. Ministers, of all denomina- . 
tions, wbo subscribe, sball be stated members of Com­
mittee. 

RULE 6th.-The Committee shall meet on the first 
Mondays of November, February, May, and August, or 
wben called by tbe Cbairman, or IIny tbree of tbe Direo­
tors. 

RULE 7th.-The Society shall meet annually on the 
second week in February, in York. Tbe day and bour 
to be fixed by the Committee, and advertised-at wbich 
meeting tbe Committee sball give an account of tbeir 
transactions and Funds. 

RULE 8th.-Every Subscriber of one pound five shil­
lings annually, shall be entitled to purchase Bibles and 
Testaments, to the amount of five pounds, at the reduced 
prices of the Society. 

RULE 9tb.-Tbe Committee shall be empowered to sell 
the Scriptures, or to give tbem gratis when tbey find well 
authenticated claims. They are to purchase from the 
Parent Society to supply their wants, and, if there is any 
overplus Funds to spare, to remit the same to the Parent 
SOCiety, for the purpose of supplying other Nations with 
the pure word of God. 

RULE loth.-No alteration shall be made in these Jaws 
but at a Ge':leral Meeting of the Society-and any pro' 
posed alleratlOIl must be publisbed, in at least two, of the 
York Newspapers, one month previous to that Meeting­
and approved of by two thirds of the Members present at 
sucb Meeting. 



'1'llese Rules hcwing lmn read.-
lIiutivlt lst.-DR. BALUWIN, M. P., Moved-That the 

Ru:e, nuw redd, be adopted as the Constitlttion of this 
Society. The Dr. delivered an excellent Speech,-after 
which, Jesse Kelchulll, Esq. 1\1. P seconded the motion. 
The motion was then put from the Chair, and carried una­
nimously. 

Motion 2nd.-DR. l\loRRlso:v then rose and ,\loved­
TlJdt the Hon. John Hemv Dunn. Receiver General of 
this Province, be Presiden"t of this SOCiety. l\:r. Hen­
derson seconded this mOlion, whi~h w~s put by Dr. Bald­
win, and unanimously agreed to. 

Motioll drd.-DR. BURNSIDE Moved-That Dr. Bald­
win, ;\1. P .• Dr .. Morrison, Jesse Ketchum, Esq., 1\1. 1'., 

. ,James E. Small, Esq., Barrister, and Roben Bald .. in, 
Esq., Bdrrister, be \'!ce-Presidents of thIS 8ociely. Mr. 
McLellan seconded the mOlion-cdrried, nelll. con. 

Motion 4th.-The REV. \\7 ILLUM RYERSON rose, and 
after a very impressive Speech,. Moved-Th~t Peter Pa­
terson, Esq., i.\lerchant, be Tredsurer-the Rev. J dmeS 
Harris, and Alexander Stewart, Secretaries-and 1\1r. 
Edw.ud Henderson, Depositor of Books. This motion, 
having been seconded hy :\11'. Jdmes Armstrong, was car­
rierl unanimously. 

lIlotion 5th.-JAMES E. SMALL, Esq., Barrister, after 
an excellent, approl'liate :Speech, lIloved-T hdt the fol­
lowing persons be Members of Committee, until the next 
General Meeting in Fehruary, 1850, and that the Com­
mittee may fill the vacancy if anyone refuses to act. 
!\lessrs. Abrm Wilcox, Mes.n. Coli .. Drummond, 

Peter Seacord, Jas. Armstrong, 
John Ashbridge, Jag. CockshUl, 

" Andrew Johnston, HarveyShephe"d, 
.James Ross, Henry Mosley, 
G"orge Dennison, Jas. Leslie, 
Jolin Gamble, .. John Ro •• , 
Josh. "aD Allan, MaIm. McLellan, 
Tho •. Carfrae, Juor. James Milchel, 
Andw. McGlashen, Jas. Arm8.rong, 
Wm. Patrick, .. Tho •. Armstrong, 
Duncan Kennedy, Dr. Burnside, 
Joseph Wenham, .John McFarlane. 
Jas. S. Howard, C2. 



1'his motion was seconded by Mr. Peter Paterson :lnd 
carried-nem. con. 

Here the Secretary read the Address which accompa­
nies these Rules and Resolutions, for the approbation of 
the Meeting-after which-

Motion 6th.--JOHN ROLPH, Esq., Barrister, M. P., 
Moved-That the Address now read .. be adopted as the 
primary Address of the Socit'ty, and be printed and cir­
culated, with the Rules, by the Committee. 1\Ir. Rolph, 
with his usual eloquence. made a most appropriate, and 
pathetic Speech, which gratified, and animated the Meet­
ing. 

Mr. Mitchel spokp after Mr. Rolph, and seconileil the 
motion, which was carried without opposition. 

Motion 7th.-RoBERT BALDWIN, Esq. Barrister, next 
addressed the Meeting, with much feeling and zeal for 
the good cause, and with his usual acumen-and llloved­
That His Excellency, SIR JOHN COLBORNE. K. C. B., 
Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canad'a. &c. &c. &c., 
be respectfully requested to become Patron of this So­
ciety. 

This motion was seconded by I'lr. Henderson, and car­
ried with applause. 

Motion 8th.-The REVD. Ar,EXANDER STF.;W~RT, after 
a few appropriate rpmarlts, Moved-That it be recom­
mended to Ladies, as WE'll as to Gentlemen, in York, and 
in the country around, to form Associations, in aid of this 
!Society. 

Mr. James Cockshut. after a short Speech of commen­
dation of the grand object, seconded the motion, which 
was carried. 

Motion 9th.-The REv. JAMES HARRIS, after reading 
a letter from the Rev. John West, and shortly, but path~ 
tically, recommeniling the ml'asure, .1Ioved-That the 
thanks of the Society be given to the Rev. John West. 
for his visit to York, and to the Parent Institution for its 
generous offer of assistance throllgb bim. This motion 
was seconded by !\Jr. Howard, and carried. 

Mo.tion lOth.-MR. SULLIVA~ Moved, after some ap­
propraate remarks,-That the thank\S of the ~Ieeting b. 
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given [0 the Society of Masons, fOI" the use of their I1~Il. 
This motion was seconded by Mr. Ketchum, and carried. 

Motion llth.-J.\MES E. S)IALL, Esq. Barrister, then 
~Ioved-That a Subscription be now opened, for forward­
ing this good cause. 

This motion was seconded by Dr. Baldwin, and carried. 
Motion b!th.-It was then .\lol'ed by John Rolph, Esq. 

Barrister, 1\1. P., and seconded by Robert Baldwin, Esq. 
Barrister-That the thanks of the Meeting be given to the 
Hon. J. H. Dunn, for hi' attenlive and polite conduct ill 
the Chair. Carried with applause, after being put by Dr. 
Baldwin, M. P. 

The Hon. Chairman, in that condescending and polite 
manner, so peculiar to himself acknowledged the honol" 
done to him by the Society. 

Motion 13th.-The Hon. John Henry Dunn, Moved­
Secouded by Dr. Baldwin, the thanks of the Meeting to 
the Secretary of the Committee for his activity in the 
"ause, which was carried-and after his ackllO\vledgment 
of the honor done to him, and expressing his determina­
tion to continue to exert himself in this cause. 

MR. SM.UL Morved-That lUr. Stewart should conclude 
the Meeting by Prayer. 

After Prayer, a number Subscribed-and to such an 
amoullt, that it is evident they feel the importance of the 
object. 

The Meeting lasted from Seven o'clock, till a little past 
Nine. It is hoped those who attended reckoned it a feast; 
and the Committee regret that arnngements were not 
made for giving all the Speeches to the public at full 
length. 

The cause is of God. and is sure to prosper. It is 
houed that many of those who ha"e now stood aloof, par­
ticularly those who are looked to by others as patterns of 
all th~t is good, will soon come forward and shew their 
good will to this noblest of causes. 

\Ve ought not to satisfy ourselves by supporting one 
good Insti"tution, hut, in as far as G?d has prosfJerecl 115, 

we should forward every CaliSI', whIch has the glory of 
God, and the good of our Neighbour for its object. Of 



all the schemes supported by ('III ,>Ii III" the \IiP,Plll stanJ. 
lir,t 011 tl,p list. III circulating tht' Bil.le, We send outi 
the ,\I'"stles of C!"i,t to preach-the be"t I\Ji"iflllarie, 
th:!t ("'er web! oLlt,-and Chri,t has promi,p(] to ht' with 
thelll to the end "I' the world, 1'1.1.'/ sfJeak tmth ~nd noth­
ing bm the truth. The!! have the keys of the Kin",dflill 
of 1I":lI<'n, 

The Committee appointen to prepare for. and call the 
General :\Teeting, harf 'lctl'rI accord in!?; to their hht ,inn!;­
ment; and inrited those whom they thought the hest friends 
of the Institution t<l take an al',il'" part. Thr,lJ maN "al'e 
CITrd, Thev rnay have left out ""II~ of it, best friends, and 
inrited othe;s whose ze.1 i< not so great. If so. they 
hayf non' it in i!,!lor.'"l'c-and thev know that the .e II 
friends of the In~titl1lion will mallifest their ze.,1 hI' the 
next tirne the Society meets. They merely "",;cr tl,;, 
that none "'-1." take olfence; assuredly decla,ing th,l! they 
\\,jsh~d to avoid gidng offence. 

They wrote to all the Ministers of Relic;ion in Town, 
reqllestill!; them to intimate the :\Ipetin2', and to attend 
them'ielves to give a Stimulus to the ~Ieetillg." 

1i- \"1) r ~ .-r t is hoped that the sushtance of ~omc or thp Speeches 
~':1I appear in the IJld)!!,' prints, and ~timlllat(' others to form 
Societies for fOf\\ .Irdltl:; the same laudable purpose. ---n( snldions of the Committee, lOtT, S(>/·",tlJ(C, 18-l~. 

TII.1t the TI)wll of York and it" ;'\eighhotlrhoon, be .-Ji­
vi<led into nine "',,,.:1<, ,mrJ tlrat t\\O of the "oll,nlillee 
go together as Collectors to each \\' "rd, and call at .. very' 
hOll:'ioP, to request SUb"'f'i"ipti{l11'" and 1)r'I:,tii()ll'. and to en-' 
'luire into the wants of every persoll as to lIil,le<. TI'ey 
are to ascertain how milch (and at what season) each can 
gil'e for a Bible or Testament, (the Iiighest, only ('(.,1 
prj!'!:.) 'rl,~sf' are to reCOlillnelld lIecessitoll<; c~<.e~ to th~ 
SP'Tr!;\ritO" anrl gi\f~ in their list to tbe 'freasurer. fro 
begin their vi~its f,ext neek. 

\\'ARD 1,t.-E""t of ~larkct Square, and ;outh of Kill!C 
Street. to the DOll. ' 

rnlf,'rtors.-;IIe<,r" ~Iitchel and Cockshut. 



r 'WARD ~nd.-West of Market Square, south of Kill~ 
Street, and east of Y onge Street. 

ColiectoTl.-Alessrs. Jas. R. Armstrong and McLellan . 

. W ARD Srd.:-All ~est of Yonge Street, and south of 
Kmg Street, mcludmg tbe Ganison. 

ColiectoT8.-Messrs. Henderson and James Almstrong. 

WARD 4tb.-From'Peter Street, to Humber Bay, both 
&ides of Dundas Street. ' 

CollectoT8.-1Uessrs. Dennison and Wenham. 

WARD 5th.-From Peter Street, east to Y onge Street, 
'Ilorth of King Street, excepting McAuly Town. 

CollectoTB.-l\fessrs. Patrick and Shepherd. 

'VARD 6th.-McAuly Town, and all north of Dlmdas 
Street, on botb sides of Yonge Street, to the blue hill 
Creek. 

ColkctoT8.-Messrs. John Ross and F. Armstrong. 

'VARD 7th.-From Yonge Street, East to Central 
School Street, north of King Street LO the woods. 

CoUectoTB.-Messl'S. Howard and Kennedy. 

WARD 8th.-AII east of Central School Street, and 
Jlorth of King Street, to the Don. 

ColiectoT8.-Messrs. Carfrae and Mosley. 

WARD 9th.-From the Don to Mr. Chas. Small's, both 
sides of the Road. 
. Collector8.-31essrs. Van Allen and Ashbridge. 

o::r- The Committee respectfully, but earnestly, request 
Ministers of all denominations to form Bible Societies, or 
As~ocjations. 

ALEX. STEWART, SECRETARY. 
N. B.-The Treasurer and each of the Secretaries take 

in S,:bscriptions at their houses. The above division is 
published, that none may fear the above named are im­
postors. Besides each two will have a paper with the 
IlUmber of their W drd on the back, signed by the Secre­
tary. 
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Primary Add(,ss of the YORK D'H;,J; SOCIETr, to /luI' 

Christian Friends of all denominations, 

Dear f'riends,-It is witb mint:;led feelings of regrLt 
and joy that we now address you. '" e regret that lie 
have let so good a canse as the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures, lie so long dormant-hut \I e rejoice that nolV 
a new stimulus is given to the \l'orl" and we hope the zeal 
and activity of the love,s of trllth, every where, will in­
('rease, uniil every family, and every individual of the hu­
man race shall he in possession of the word of God. 

Brethren,-our reason for addressing yon is, to inspire 
you. if possible, with such a zeal for the circuhtion of 
the 110ly Scriptures, as n()thing hut d .. ath can extinguish. 
The cause is so good that no opprobrium can make us 
ashamed of it, and we hope that no difficulty or trial" ill 
el'er divert liS from supporting it. lIS object is so exten­
sive that lie need to call on all the friends of truth to lend 
their helping hand. It has so many enellli .. s that we need 
to arouse all the enel,!,ies of the people of God to engage 
in the \' nrk. and to come, " to the help of the Lord agei",t 
the mighty." 

It is Ihe cause of God, therefore \l'e are certain of ulti­
mate '"cce,s. The Lord Las engaged to build lip Zion­
to raise her min5-3nd to make her "a praise in the 
\\ hole earth." 

lIe has from the beginning wrou!1,ht by means, amI the 
I!;reat :1,11"'; 'ted mean of illlllllinating the world, i,the 
word o! • :ud. T!'e laL",,,'s of Ihe JlJi>sionary II' ill be in 
l':llll, 1!1I!e~S he carrips the ~('riptnres ~dlJllg wilh him, and 
0/" of ill"" unfulds Ihe \', ar of life,- TIIP,'~ only are able 
to !11:1],e tl'l: 1).:r·O!)I".;" j"e I1nto ... ·Ih :~ti()ll. The)' only tl-;\(h 

the 1'];,11 of ,,,I"dinn, and exhibit that mor<lity \\ hich is 
plpa,ill/! in lIlt' sight oj' .1t'IIo\dh. ]n them \\e ha\'e "1<:1'­
n,:] life, becallse [i1P\' te,ti! r ,,1' .' """. If the Pihle Ins 
t>1"i~!lf{ !\('d n!lr l1IiIH.1"-J'I"!rdlPd onr ht':~rt~-;ll'd filled 
"I'I ",,,I, \\ilh the hOI'c ,.j l'lplIla] Lfe. [..:c. shall \\e not 
e'\('~; ntlr~('he .... to the lltL;()~t of our I,ower to COIl\"C:' the 
S,IlI]£' hli:·"' .... Jllg to o'hers? Ci\il1g \', ill not iOJPon:'li"l"b ou"r 
0", I, <"ui.ds. and \\ {' are only StE:\", flrd~, nnder Goo. of (,i:r 
moue)'. Is it Fo',ib!c fur us to lo\'e our nel!;hhour end 
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1I0t endeavour to give him the gl'eatest gift under Heaven '/ 
Can we apply our money to forward a better calise! No! 
Thele is 1"'0 cause equal to this! 'The salvation of proper­
t,y, however valuable, nay even the salvation of the body, 
is nothing to the salvation of the soul !-Come then, dear 
triends, let us lInite our exertions in the good cause. It 
is tru€' we must meet with opposition. Tb suppose the 
contrary would be to suppose the work we aim at is al­
ready accomplished. All who love darkness will oppose 
the circulation of the Bible. Its light they would extin­
~uisb. But the faithful of every denomination are on our 
~lde, and the great Jehovah is our Captain. Under his 
~idance we may march forward-in his power we may 
tl'llst-not doubting" that our labour shall not be in vain 
in the Lord." The puny prudential reasonings of men 
against the circulation of the word of Jehovah, spring 
(rom darkened understandings and vitiated feelings.­
They cannot stand one moment before the pure rays of 
thl' slln of righteousness, which emanate from the word 
of God. \Ve need not fear to exhibit ollr light, for in­
stead of being bedimmed hy any other standard of light, 
it will have the same effect upon them, as the sun has 
upon the glimmering taper. 

The Society is not disposed to cast the least reflections 
upon others. 'fhey know that all are accountable to God, 
and leave all in his hands. But knowing, in part, their 
own responsibility, they wish to be no longer inactive in 
th .. good work, and they hereby call UpOIl all who value 
thp Bible, to join them in promoting its circulation. 'fhey 
suppose that otheT', like themselves, have been inactive, 
either from want of knowing the need that exists for cir­
eulating the Scriptures, or from want of opportunity of 
contributina their mite in a \Yay con!S(~llial to their feel­

·jngs. Theoforming of the present Society removes every 
.Dbstacle, 'fhose IIho wish to circulate the 8criptnres 
alone have now the opportunity-and those who wish 
also to circillate tracts, and uther good books, C'ln do so 
by means of the valuable Societies'that circulate sllch. 

Whil~ this Soci"ty thinks the circulation of the word of 
God the first anf\ great work of the people of God, they 
by no means despise the lanrlahle, though inferior exer­
tions, in which, many of themselves and others arc en-
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"aged. Neilher do they think any apology necessary for 
thus olddressing their christian friends, as they think the 
importance of the subject far overballances every objec­
tion that can be made. 

This Society would recommend the formation of Bible 
associations aJI!I societies, in town and country. Their 
Committee will be ready to give every information and 
assistance in their power for forming such, aud request 
such as wish any advice to correspond with their Secre­
taries. In all such cases they recommend large Commit­
tees, every member of which should be a collector. The 
cause is of God, and the Widow's mite may be as accep­
table as the Princely donation. If all heartily engage iR 
this good work, it will soon be accomplished. . 

York, U. C. 3d Not.ember. 1828. 
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