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.. I TRUST, whilst attacking official aggression, I have not forgot the eanetity whieh belongs to 

private life and its innocent pastimes. This contest has been carried on with weapons novel to 

me as the strange fire with which Pyrrhus was withstood. In the use of personalities, I lay claim 

to no skill. The science of such projectiles is strange to me as that of the boomerang of the 

Australian savage, which in ullfamilial' hands, wounds only him who throws it. In the art of 

flinging dirt, I own myself defeated. It is an art to which, I believe, a gentleman must sene. 

long apprenticeship before he can master it; and when he has done so, it will only be to find that 

he soils himself far more than did the foulest missiles of his opponent." 

Franci.8 H<J1'11er'. Reply to Lurd C--
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QUJ:BEC, Saturday, April 21, 1860. 

Dr: ~iel Wilson, .Professor of History and 
EnglISh Literature, Uruversity College, Toronto, 
appeared before the Committee to-dav and 
.poke as f"llows :- . , 

11m CHAIRMAN, I observe from the minutes 
of this Committee, that you have now been sitting 
f'IT a month, and up to tnis time no repreFiellta~ 
tin of University College has appeared before 
you. You wisely determined that those who 
have pnyed for an inquiry into the management 
of the University and College should in the first 
place submit to you the grounds on which they 
preferred their charge against us, and that after­
wards we shoule. be heard in reply. I am deeply 
conscious of the responsibility of the position I 
occnpyas the sole repre~entative of University 
College. I should have been beiter pleased if 
some of my colleagues who have been longer in 
this country, and are more familiar with the 
habits of Canadian society and the feelings of 
Canadian legislators, had appeared in our behalf. 
Nevertheless, I feel this confidence that I h",-e a 
good cause, which can be subjected to the closest 
investigation, without any apprehension on onr 
part as to the result. Had I addressed you at 
an earlier stsge, the many details of the course 
of study, the matriculation examinations, the 
honour work, &c., which ha.ve been objected to, 
would havQ naturally formed sUl)jects of com­
ment by me, but they have already been so ably 
dealt with by the Vice-Chancellor of the Univer­
lity that I feel myself at liberty to omit much, 
which at an earlier period I should have deemed 
It my duty to submit to the Committee. 

THE VICE-CHANCELLOR A:"D O:"E OF 
.. SEVERAL E}1INENT INDIVIDUALS." 

As member. of the Senate we have felt no slight 
utisfaction in having as our representstive a 
gentleman who, after graduating in the Univer­
lity of Cambridge, has spent the most iml'ortsnt 
years of his later life in Canada, and alike as a 
member of the Legislature, and in the occupa­
tion of offices of high trust and res ,onsibility, 
has won for himself a character of undoubted 
probity and sterling worth. 'fo our Vice· Chan­
cellor, therefore, as one familiar with the de­
tails of tne English Univerlities, I mAy fitly 
resign the defence of our Canadian sy.tem on 
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,,11 tho"8 .points on which we have deliberately 
and adVisedly departed from such ancient 
m?dels. But there is one stalement in your 
eVI~en?e, of a. somewhat personal nature, to 
whICh It seems mdispensable that I should refer 
at the olltset. 

J he Rev. Dr. Ryerson bas paid me the un· 
looked-lor compliment of selecting me as the 
foremost of "several eminent individuals" 
from whose writings he has presented extr~ts 
to YOIl on the subject of education. As the 
passages will appear in his printed evidence 
along with my own, I need not read tb~ 
qu?tations, which occur in a review article, 
written upwards of four ye"rs ago. ' I presume 
it must be ascribed to 80me accidental oversight 
that he has represented two passagcs occurring 
in the same brief article, within a few pages of 
each other, as opinions published, the one in 
"March, 1856," and the other in " August, 
1858." It i. not .Iways convenient, as Dr. 
Ryerson must by this time be weIl aware, to 
h,we the opinions of former years thus repro­
duced. Happily, however, tho;e quotations ex­
press opinions which I still retsin unchanged. 
But the Committee wiIl lorm a very false idea 
01 what these are, if they judge of them by the 
detacbed fragments of the article which have 
been selected by Dr. Ryerson as alone suited to 
the line of argument he has adopted. Review­
ing certain educational papers, then recently 
published, and especially an exceedingly grandi­
loquent discourse delivered by the Ch"nceIlor of 
an American University, in which, while speak­
ing of the English University system with great 
disparagement, he exhibited gross ignorance of 
all which .pecially pertains to it : I took occa­
sion to commend the thoronghness of that 
system, in .. the subjects speciaIly cultivated," 
viz., classics and mathematics; and quoting the 
American scholar, Mr. Bristed's .. Five years in 
an English University," where he describes the 
healthy and vigorous intellectual powers ac­
quired by a Cambridge "honour man," I re­
marked, "to such a man of ripe mind and 
studious habits, the acquisition of a modem lan­
guage such as the French or Itslian is " mere 
pastime, and the Germ III only a pleasant task. 
What would !te say to the substitution of them 
by our university reformers a8 equivalents for 
the Greek and Latin-the sole keys to all the 
treasures of Theology, Philosophy and Science'" 



AN INCO}lPETENT ADVISER ON' HIGHER 
BDUCATION. . 

I desire to spe'\k person..Jly of Dr. Ryerson 
wit.11 tile utmost respect. III the earlie~ years.of 
my r"siJence in. Uan:J.<ia, I have ?een !n halJlt! 
of frel] uent Iriendly intercolln!': With 111m; and 
h.we ue"n wont to look up to him u •• to a gr?at 
e,,\eur the builJer up of th~t unsect"nan 
CJlU a :n school sYorltem of w lich C,~nau.), m 1y 
WJ,I b~ I'W~l. HI. wry ofli,i~1 couneDun 
witll " nO(l-Jenomin_,tiullal sy.tem of educa­
ti"!l 80 entirdy in accorda.nce with "!Iy 
own "ielv •. le,1 me frequently to consult him 
on educJ.tion_,1 det,dls in I elation to the Univer· 
sily at a time wilen l1e h",d a 8e.,t on its ~eniLte, 
whi'le 1 w"s excluded frum it. Bnt ,he duty 1 
ow< to the College, in the re.ponsib e positiu~ 1 
here occupy, cum pels me to draw the attentlun 
of the c,)m,nittee to the fJ.Ct-fOlceJ into much 
m ,re important pruminence by the general 
ll3.ture of tile eviuence "Ire~dy gi ven by Dr. 
Ryera,m, aud proIuceJ at hi. suggestioll, than 
even by the use he h!lS mude ',f quutations from 
this sli;ht article,-til .. t part at le"st ot the 
o ~lerwi~~ nn:uc mutable conduct he is now pur­
..ring in hi. a",,"ult on our U ui veroity system 
mos, b .... ,cribe I to hi. ignorance of the d~tail8 
of a Cullege nd Univer.ity course, consequent 
on his never havin!! enjoyed the advantages of 
a.Universityeducation. 1 say this is no dis­
paragement of Dr. Ryerson; fer it it were pas .. 
sible by sucb means to account for all that is 
otlleflv.se indefen.ib!e in the course he has pur­
sued ~efore this Committee, his errors would be 
ven;"1 indeed. For it can be charged as blame­
able tono lII"n, that he received hi. education in 
thi, province at a time wben there was not only 
nu Univer.ity, ~ut when tbere WIIS scarcely a 
groLmm"r school within its borders. He is not 
to blame for t.his. But he is to blame for 
insisting on la.yingdown the law, on matters in 
which he h~s not had the slightest eXlIerience, 
anu to lIIen wbo have beeu trained in the best 
Uuiveroities of Gre"t Britain. To this cause 1 
must ascribe the fJ.Ct that Dr. Ryerson was 
m mifes Iy unaware of the distinction very 
c1e .• rly apparent to all f"miliar with the English 
Univer,ity system, Ih"t my remarks referred ex­
clUSively to honour men. 1 am confirmed in 
this belief by the qnotation of anotber passage, 
trom the very ne"t pa 'e in which 1 referred to 
the fJ.Ct th~t OxforJ and ~ambridge furnish 
profe; or; of clas.ics and m.,tbem<Ltics-their 
o,vn spedal departments-to all scbools and 
colleges of the empire. But what ha.s this to 
du wit!l 0f. Ryerson's views on options, matri. 
culation, &c.? The presel'-t proLssor of m"the­
m.l.tics in E.linburgb University, waR a senior 
wr mg er of CJ.m hridge -the highest honour 
man of his ye IT ; but d Jes Dr. Ryerson, there­
fore, assume th ,t the pull men, who constitute 
the great ml\jority of()ambridge students, would 
form" highly qualified teachers" even for com~ 
mun schools 1 And yet when 1 remember that 
in a letter Dr, Ryerson h"" given in in evidence 
relative to his own scheme for grammar .chooi 
scholarships in University College, h~ actually 
proposes to complete their whole college educa­
tion in .. single year, I m"y assume that he did 
SJ en irdy)rusuuderstand me lIS to interpret my 
re'llarks lUI equally applicable to every gradnate 
of Cambridge or Oxford. 

It could not need the weight of any teati­
mc,ny flom me to confirm the value of the 
language of Plato and Aristotle, or of Cicero 
and Tacitus; nor was it for any sllch pur­
p'>se it was quoted; but. to make me app".ar, 
per force, as a witness In favou\' of the bue 
of argument by which Dr. Ryerson has. en­
deavoured to discre lit tbe system of options 
adopted by the Unh-ersily of Toronto. 'l'he 
trutb is, it is j list because Latin W~ij almost the 
sole Idnguage in which all wor~ on Theology, 
Philosophy and Science were written; and that 
Aristotle constitnted the recognised lountain 
head from whence they drew: that in tbe 16th 
and 17th centuries Oxfurd wisely gave the pre­
eminence to classical st .dies in her University 
curriculum; and it is just becanse this hag 
ceased to be the case, and that German and 
French are now the keys to so milch modem 
Pbilosophy and S~ience, that all wise Univeroity 
reformers are learning to give to modern Jan­
gua.ges the place they justly claim in a. libera.! 
education. 

A STRANGE CONTRAST! 
In calling in question tbe system of options 

introduced into our University, DI'. Ryerson con­
trasted in very strong and unfavourable terms the 
advantages enjoyed by the students of Y"le and 
Harvard Colleges in the United States, with the 
i"ferior an~ lowering system of Toronto Univer­
sity. He has spol,en of H"rvard and Yale, "" if 
these American Colleges presented a conrse of 
instruction altogether superior to what we have 
been establishing for the bpnefit of Canadi ,n 
youth. But yet in this very article from which 
he found it convenient to quote del ached frag­
ments of what I had written years ago, for a 
mere temporalY purpose, it by no means tallied 
with his object to notice this passage quoted 
from Mr. Bristeil, an honour graduate of Cam­
bridge, and a distinguished American scholar of 
the present day. "Were I to be questioned," 
S')y, he, "by an educated foreigDL r, Englishman 
or Frenchman, G( rman, Hollander, or Dane, 
about the standa.rd of scholarship in our Uni­
versiti s in the United States, 1 would he ob­
liged to answer it is exceedingly low. When I 
went to Yale College in 1835, the first thing 
that struck me was the classical deficiency of 
many of the students and of some of the ins,ruc­
tors. Harvard is no better off, and the state of 
other colleges through tbe country, many of 
which derive instructors from these two New 
Eng:a ,d colleges, may be easily inferred." 
Such is the impartial testimony of an AmerL'an 
scholar with respect to those very Ame, ican col­
leges which Dr. Ryerson hIlS foun,! it suit 
his purpose to laud, in contr ... t with Toronto 
Uoivet'sity; the graduates of which -1 hesitate 
not to say, would not only compare favourably; 
but wOIlI.d contr""t strikingly in their attain­
ments WIth the graduate, of either Yale or Har­
vard. 1 m 'y remark also that it is a curions 
illustration of Dr. Ryerson's knowledge of the 
requisites of a unive .. ity scheme of education 
to fin? hi?, nrging that whereas for a particnl'; 
e~mmatlO~ we name certain definite and pre­
scnbed porhons of books on which the student 
shall be eXf,mined,-thereby guaranteeing that 
those rortions shall be well anr! thoronghly got 
np,-Harvard requires the" whole" of Cresar, 



uel the II whole" of L1vy, &tc., instead of pre­
ICribing, In accordance with the practice of all 
the British universities, certain portions Blild 
ascertaining by examination that the 8t~dent 
baa thoroughly mastered them. 

UNWISE, BE'~'AUSE UNTENABLE CHARGES. 
A great dea.\ of work has been made in this dis­

cussion about the question of options. But I al­
most venture to think, from what I have rureddy 
seen in relation to the feelings of gentlemen on 
both aides, that by this time there are some of 
those ~nguged in advocating the cause against 
which I have to delend UniversityCol\ege, who re­
gret that this qlOestion of options was ever brought 
up, or that they based their claims on untenable 
charges against us. You have before you the 
representatives both of Queen's and Victoria 
Colleges, and had they appeared here,-as, had 
they been left to their own unbbsed judgment, 
I believe they would have done-presenting 
tbeir claims in the aspect in which Dr. Cook i. 
now prepared to rest his cause ; and saying: 
University education ougbt to be denomina­
tiona.!, and that £2,600 added to the annual in­
come of Queen's College, Kingston, would be " 
great advantage to its funds; these are sim­
ple propositions whicb you could hav~ discussed 
temperately and impartially, and which we 
might bave found it difficult effectually to 
resist. But those gentlemen, the represen­
tatives of Queen's and Victoria Colleges, have 
been betrayed against their better judg­
ments into bringing up a set of charges 
against the University and Cniversity College of 
Toronto which, I venture to say, are utterly un­
tenable, and which the Principal of Queen's 
College bas already declared himself ashamed of. 

OUR NEW MODEL FOR A CANADIAN 
UNIVERSITY! 

You bad a curious exhibition before the 
Committee yesterday, which was to me, at 
least, exceedingly instructive. We bad the 
pleasure of seeing the Provost of Trinity 
College, and one of the masters of Dr. 
Ryerson's model grammar school, formerly 
a professor of Trinity, cross-examined by the 
Doctor, on the peculiar characteristics and spe­
cia.! virtues of Oxtord and Cambridge Universi­
ties. You know, gentlemen, what these Univer­
sities are-wea.lthily endowed institutions, where 
the accumulated bequests of centuries have been 
gathered together; where a large number of 
colleges are collected, and where chiefly the 
aristocracy of England receive theil' education; 
colleges where, unless a min em give his son, 
at the very least, something like $760 a year, 
t. sustain him during his briefterm of residence. 
he had better keep him at home. And these 
are the institutions you are to accept as yeur 
models for training the youth of Canada in thi. 
nineteenth century! But, besides that, there 
was fomething amusing in the special points to 
wbich your attention w's directed. I have no 
great familiarity with the systems of Oxford or 
Cambridge. I was educated in Scottil'h .halls, 
and it must have been scarcely less puzzling to 
Dr. Cook and other gentlemen of Scottish Uni­
versity training than to myself, while listening 
to Dr. Ryerson 'putting Provost Whittaker and 
Mr. Ambery through their questions as to the 
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virtue. of A.cts and Qpponencles at Cambridge 
and Responsions and other mysterious fol'lllll oi 
medieval Oxford, which have survived to our 
day; very admirable things, probab.y, in thtir 
WILY, but on which I can profess to tJll'OW ex­
ceedingly little light. Dr. Ryerson however 
has,got himself up on them; and, perhapi, it­
subjected to cross-examination we might suc­
ceed in ('omprehending the merits of these pre­
cious relics of ancient Oxford, which are to in­
vigorate and restore our University system .. 
With regard to the system of options which we 
have introduced, I need not go into details, lIli 
these have been 80 well and so satisfactorily ex­
plained by the Vice-Chancellor. I would re­
mind you, however, of tbis, that the very Act 
under which our U ni versity and College exist 
specifies London University, and not Oxford 0: 
Cambridge, as our modei-London University, 
established in the nineteenth century, with a 
view to meeting all the advanced req uirements 
of this age, rather tban Oxford University which 
is understoo.i from vague tradition to bave 
owed it. origin to a meeting of three monks 
in a barn, some time in tbe good old times of 
the Saxon Alfred; and which from such p~. 
cal characteristics as chiefly distinguish the men 
it turns out,-notwithstanding some noteworthy 
exceptions-does not strike me as precisely the 
institution to be recommeuded to you as tbe 
model for a Canadian University. 

THE NEW CANADfAN SYSTEM. 
Returning, however, to the system of options, 

it is one which I feel."sured only requires to be 
fully understood to recommend it.,elf to accept­
auce, in the judgment of an intelligent hOOy of 
Canadian legIslators. It is very easy for a wealthy 
English nobleman or gentleman to Bend his Bon 
to Oxford or Cambridge, to devote three, four, 
or tlYe years to acquiring the most c.itical m ..... 
tery of Latin and Greek; to be utterly incap.lblo 
of a false quantity; to be able to compose tbe 
most perfect Latin verse; and to prove, it may 
be, a thorough master in all the little niceties of 
classical refinement; and then, after he bas 
sown his wild oata, and spent £700 or £800, or, 
perhaps, £1,000 stg., at college, to make up his 
mind what his special profession in life shall be, 
But that i8 not what Canada requires. We want 
an educational institution wbich shall train our 
young men for tbe practica.\ duties of life. And 
when the Legislature of Canada established 
anew Toronto Univer8ity and University Col­
lege, on the modern system of the University of 
London, I doubt not you endeavoured to select 
men to whose judgment you could entrust the 
arrangement of tbeir details. For I must crave 
your attention for a moment, while I correct an 
error, forced upon your acceptance in various 
forms. Neitber the Senate of the University 
nor the College Council have presumed to dic­
t,te a system of education to this Province. 
By the solemn Act ofthe Legislature, passed in 
185;3, the old system was abolished; and in lieu 
of its exclusively classical and mathematical 
training, tbe Legislature established cbairs of 
Natural Sciences, Modern Languages, English 
Literature and History; and prescribed to the 
University of Toronto, that of London as ita 
mode!. In full accordance with this, tberefol'o, 
the Senate bave aimed at establishing IUch a 
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system of options 118 sbl11 prl\Ctic~l1y carry out 
the wi hes ot the Legislature, and give just en­
couragement to all those departments of know­
Ie 1ge. But so far ha. e they beeu from ignoring 
or srgbtin~ clas,ics and m~them ,ics, that a 
dou",e nt\l~ber of scholarship' are apportioned 
to ewh of these "u"jects ; and speoial enco'lf­
t\~ement. are held out to the students to devote 
their chief energies to them throughout the 
course. 

which will stand the thoroughest inYestigation. 
I know that during the time it was in deliberation 
sinc, I had a seat as member of the Senate; we 
have met week after week, and sat patiently over 
every detail of the system many 0. time long 
after midnight. 

CONDUCT OF PROFESSORS ON THE SEN A TE. 
It has i ,deed been strangely enough ad­

vanced by Dr. Ryerson, in his defence against 
certain complicity in objectionable acts of 
the Senate, that he, being appointed to a seat 
there specially in his official capacity as Super­
intendent of Education, attended rarely except 
when he had some particular purpose in view t. 
It seems, moreover, that it io actually made a 
charge against certain of the Professors that 
since our appointment as members of Senate ollr 
names are to he found frequently on its sede­
runts! I confeSS I have exposed myself to this 
ch ,r:re. It h~s not been m.v p,actice to accept 
the membership of any Board without in'ending 
to fulfil its duties. Dul'ing tbe wbole time th"t 
I h"ve heen a memher of the Senate I belicve I 
have only been absent twice from its meetings, 
a~l 1 on tlloRe two occa.sions from indispo~ition ; 
anrl from the meetings of the College Council 
durin!l; the seven years that I h<tve ueen " mem­
ber of th"t body, I h""e, I b,!ieve, only been 
ahse!>t once. My colleal!'ues could render 0. 
simil;tr account of their stew trrlship. We ha"o 
fulfilled our duties carefully and patiently, and 
h~ve e~rnestly tried to m,ture a system of study 
arlap ed for {'anada ; neither taking Oxford, nor 
Duhlin. nor the Sco~tbh Univerr;ities, nor the 
Queen'. Universitv of Ireland. as our sole moclel ; 
lout trying to get from e ,ch wh"t w"'" .pecially 
fittecl for the reejnirement, Of this new conn try, 
whkh occupies a position ditTerent from all. 

THE PROFESSORS. 
Anrl when the Legislature of Canad<l thus 

remoelelle I its s)'stem of instruction, I am ju.ti­
fieJ in presuming th"t it also endeavoured 
to select tor i e s Professors men who could be 
entrusted with c.rrying nut tha details of 
.nch a system, I m 'y be p,rdoned, there­
fJr~, if I m Ike SOllie spedal refere'nce to 
wh~t the men of Univcroity College actually arc. 
W" hwe at the hero of the ipstitution a gentle­
m III who took the f"rem~st rank in Trinity Col­
kre, Dublin. C:LI' yin:; off the gol,1 medal a the 
highe.;;t cll~sica' ~cho.nr of hi.: yea.r. In the Pro­
fe3snr of Metaphysic< we hwe a reprcsentalive of 
the ancient UIIl\'cl"sity of Oxfurd i a represent'l.­
tive of its ~""cci Ll cl}!\fac~cristics as well as of its 
loarning. We have two gradnate, of Cambridge, 
both men who toul, fiistinguised honours in their 
re~pecth'e ye'lr~; ProfeEsnr Cherrimall, who nut 
onl,\' nttaint·r\ hig-h r:tnk as n. wl'aDg-ler, hut also 
o',.tlint!d a fdlow·.hi;J in Rf .John's C'ol:{'gc, ('a.-r. .. 
11'"l l;:re ; Dr. Croft., who, aft(>r receiving his ea,rlier 
c lnc:t·inn in EngJ meL compJetc.1 Jlis stuoies in 
the f me~ Univer.ity of Ecrlin, and mnstere~ his 
speci,d t'dencc oi Chemisfl'~' under Mit!1Ocherlilh, 
one of tlce mo,t, cclehute,l chemists of Ecrope. 
T.ee he 'eits of nis knowledge thus acquired yon 
nO\\' e~j. y in fre'luent ca"es in the Courts of 
I,tw. :ts well H8 iet he College .nrl Universitv. 
Another of the e"lIege st tT, Profe,sor Hincks 
rc~;gne.l tiT lIit'. pre.·ent duties the corresponr1: 
hg cha.ir of Nfl.tural History in Ql1een'" College, 
Cork; ?nrl Profes.,or Cbapm.n,-who as R Mine· 
r:llngi:;t tab:rfO a. rank not inferil1r to nny in the 
old wOllcl,--llcfore he W1J.fi tl':mf'ferreti to a chair 
in Toronto, occupied with diKtinguishcd credit 
th;tt of M:neralog-y in Unh'ersity College, l.on­
don. Of ,uy,elf I ,coay be permitted to ~ay this 
o,Il":"~' .that having ")!1'e familiarity with the 
speCllht1~f:i of our Scottll'ih educational sY8tem, 
nl\' eXpCrll'nCe ma.~' nnt he WitiH ut its value, 
wh"~ acleled to that of others, looldng on the 
l'ert'llrcments of our Can~ldian Univerl'ity from 
.~"h v:trieel point. (f view. I !rUg'. therefore, it 
w,lI not .ecm altogether unreo.'onable if we ven­
t'ne til apPl'a.l nnr CrlSC in tlli~ fnrm-Are we not 
fit to be trus~cd with arl\"isin~ in t;r>mc ne!!;ree in 
re'o"e"cc to a course of st.udy for Canadian 
Rtllrk'n tR? Or. no yon heTicyc a cl:H;~ of men 
th~'. ~e~e ·terl from the rlitTercnt Unh'crsitieB of 
Br.ta:n n~e l'I~,'ly rielilwratcl), to pur.ue a plan 
fur dCIf'.I·I~l'ah;tg the erlncat:on of t.:i~ countr", 
Ill' a~mltttng mto lhe Univer,itv. youth. not fit 
t) enter a Grammar School, "nei hy giving dc­
!,:re 'B to men wh,,· e inf,'riOl'ity will rlegrade the 
c 1 '.r t~·.cr of the 1J 1i ver it:; of our adopted 
c!,untry. nnr) nn which IIHT own fntnre reputa. .. 
linn rlepen·1.? I hink I might f .• irly .take the 
whole '1'lest ion on oucb gronnrl. But th~t i. not 
the. gr,.'uncl on which we .hall appeal; fot' I 
m"mtam that the courEe we have adopted is one 

THE M.\TRICULATION EXA'IINATIONS. 
We have also turned our attention to tbe con­

dition of the Grammar Schools. And no fact is 
more obvious. or commends it elr lI·ore 
cle lTly to yOUT common S.·11se, than' his, 
that-if the University and CoHege me to he 
for the benefit of the people at lnrge,-there can 
he no g 'p or interval between the Grammar 
Scnools and the University, The Grammar 
Schools train lhe youth up to the point at which 
the University receives them, and are we to 
ad?pt a st~ndard for m1triculation placed at n 
pOInt whICh these Grammar !'chools cannot 
re,,;ch 1 I hold in my hanrl the origiml matricu­
I ttlOn enmination of the University of To'onto 
inherite~ from the old King's f;oil.ge, which 
was ngam 1I0rrowed from that of Trinity Colle~e 
Duh!i?, ".n~ whicb, I do not hesitate' to S1Y~ if 
per"," ed In loy us, would have been the most so­
lemn ft1.~ce educated men ever attempterl to per­
petrate Tn ,,!'ew country. It actually requires 
a youth Itt hiS ex~mination for arimi,.ion to the 
Univer-ity to h,ve re:,d Homer's Iliad Xeno­
phon, Luchn. Virgil. Ovirl, and if he c~mpeted 
for 1\ sc··olarship to have rea~ ~ore of Homer 
t~~ IIh'l anel (1)'s,ey ho h, Horace'. 0(1.8, Vir: 
gIl s 2E,eid, Ovi'I's Fa.Ii, Ll1cian's Menippu<­
to h~ve gone ~n f'lc! through nearly all the chicf 
c1";',,cQ of anCIent tlllCeB. That i. a higher re­
qmre!1'ent han a mon can take his de ree not 
only lU any University in Scntl!\nrl, hut. in Olt­
ford or Cambridge, or i.l the University of LoD-' 
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~ealt, v.;ith. ITo i,9 Mked-What is your olojctt 
In lIre 0 If you IIltcnu to lit..: a mcdic.d Ill.lI 
drop YOUl',~IC('];; alJd Lutin, lind go tn \\jllJ III~ 
NllI II ml 8Cl<'IIC(" 8nll ~ludel'O Lun·U!t· cs Jer 
C.~oClr ccincatcci m:LIl inllJit; clJunll}',~und (:Sl C 
cl,dIY.,l'very mcdlcaJ mnn. ought to }illO\v at 
lCdst I' r~'n('h-which here i:-; a. ~J1olwn J tnguago 
-and U(,I"III1\n nl"o. If tlu: young man intllH.ls 
to ~ll'('nmc a thl'olugical studl'llt, to qualit\' IdnJ­
scH for entering tile minh.;tl'Y f·f uny ~f OUl" 

churche., thc~ we say RO on with YOUT cJa~sit:/'l. 
your mornl Stlcnce. yuur mcntal philusoph\'o Ii 
h~ proposes t<l iJecome n. Grammal' :-'cllOol 
teRcllI.~r, w.e tmy-go on with your clusf:;ic6 a~ 1 
m'~thcmt\tlC". If t\ Lan,l 8urvcyor--de""t(' y, IIr 
etnef l~ttcntjon to ~'OUI m lthcm,tticfl, g oft P'y, 
!lnLl mmcralog-y. II a hrmcr--anll J hope th.lt 
I~ n da~~ of students which wi)] ue funnd to mlll­
IIp!y every year. f01" I trm:;t wc arc to educate 
not nJcrcly profcs~ional men but the youtll of 
Canada generally; nnrl men' will make "II the 
hettcr farmers and m,·rchants nnd tradeflncn 

do.,: which hRS been p:.p-c!!Sly 1L.~igncd by tho 
~BlllllI·I'. ns ou\" model; nn'l yet wo nrc nr­
f.1l"ned lJe:orc you on 1 lit' ~ra,"o chn.rg-e of ven .. 
turing to dCl'mt from that ~xtmv"~ILllt. model n" 
tho sule entran~e exall!i~atiun of the lIni"cr.ity. 
In truth: gentJtmcn. It our ex mination" W"'re 
to be stnct, nnd bot,a jid., '" we hatl n',olved 
th~y should, we might jllst lIS well h,we literally 
DlUled "I' the Uuh'c"ity dON. When old King', 
Colleg-~ was prlLCticnlly ",nfined til" smull and 
CXcl~SlVc cl""s. an,l when Upper ('lInad" College 
bad ItS. seventh form where )'Ollths were retlliuell 
to the'r seventeenth or eig-htecnth ""ar IIl1d 
tl!~n trnnsfcned, with n C 'lleg'" UlIrsnry'or ~xhi­
bl~lOn. to the higher instituti"u, such;, stILto of 
thlJl~ w,,,, lossible enollgh : nnd if it is dl'silfd 
tha,t the ol<l m~no('()ly shull be restored, let liS 
be tnformcd of It, nn,1 our COllrse will he un ea-y 
one. nut nlcuowhile our decision h:l~ hCl'11 

th'\! if ollr trill' aim i, tn elevnte the edl\c,'tio~ 
of th~ whole prorirlt.'t\ we mUl-t provide a IIIntl'i. 
cui \flOn ndaptt·d to tilt' specific raparitv of the 
GrQ,mm~lr SdlOt.j~. Any otht'r s),sferu, while 
pr~'l .. .'ndJfJ!! to l'!l'\T,Ih' l·dul',uhlI), must citlll'r 
h~ve restric cd its Whole arlvantnge~ to a fa­
~ Jured and wt>~'llt Ii y few; or hel'n a °mere deccp­
tIVL' p', cr progrnmme. \\T(. ha.v", thcrefore 
a bpted Ollr entrance e"amin"tion to the schools 
o~ the c !untr.v; nnd you hcarrl ye!'.terda)' the 
c,eu,testimony of the l'rincipal of Queen's CIII. 
h'~e In t,n',)!:r uf the cours' we h1\'1.' pursupd ; 
Dr. l'u0k h.lving shown therc tholt pra.ctical 
seQ~, ,1n'-:l t:,at n.pprt'ci,Ltinc of the true aspects 
0: a collegidte ~ystem. dctligne~. not for n chss. 
bat f"r the peop:e nt hlTge, which I should have 
expected from a gentIem.m eluC-lted in a Scot­
thlll Univen;ity. 

fur ha.ving highly c1l1tivatt:d tnindt::i-if a f,ulUel', 
we Bay. go on witb Modern Lang-llng-l''''. a'1(1 .slill 
more, with N,l.tUI';ll Scienccs. which will lIe of 
practical lise to you in nil the fll ttl re dillies of life. 
Is there not comnlOn Hcnse in th It? Is not Ihat 
th~ must r I.tion.lJ system fur C nut"\,. wh:ttc\Ocr 
m'lY be the proper :-.y .... tt'ITI fur Oxf(lrd and Cam­
bridge -:ll'y:-.tclU "rhich the ClJicf Supt'rintelJd~ 
ent of Edue,ttion "ccms di'po.ed to dict,,:e to 
us nnd to rou? 

In refl'rence to the whole "ystem of options, 
I nm .urpri"erl that the g('IIt/emen who 11<1-
voe ,te the interests 'f V ctoria und Qo:el'n's 
Colleg-es lail to perceive tbut, FO f.lr fn'm in­
vol ving A 0\' injustice to affiliated ('OlJe~e3 
,vith an inferior sttl1Y to Univcr~ily CoJ:ege, 
they are the very means of' pi cirJg all l:n 
nn eqn'llity. Under the UniveT>ity "yst('m of 
OptiulJR. a. colJeg-c with only matlil'1l1J.lical. c!us. 
Rical, anf} mental phil Jsophy ctJair~, ill I)' sl-'Iul 
in its men to C mpelc furfilst cl 1SS honourso an,l 
to C lrry off the cllt'sical 01' m'lt]wmntical sellOl. 
nrshirs, a~a.:nst the hcst of Unh'cn.jty Collego 
studentB with a1l their ndvnntagcF; of l\!ul!crn 
L'ln:.;uft.l!cs and N.l.tural Sdencc~o wllidl :1: ~ lm~ 
ltvaiiallJe in thr se fi:peci II compt'titi(,ns. PCI mit 
me to ndd thn.t no opinion is more unf~):tJ1(:l'd 
th 10 that which .upposeH that the Pro,fo.sor, "f 
Univcn·jty CoJl<-ge dcsiJe nny monoptl1yof lJ.c 
Univcr"ity of Toronto, i'B examina.tor:-liips, 
scholarl"hips. or other prh'ilegeso The vcry ar­
ticle referred to by Dro n.\'crsoll was writicn wi1h 
the e"rnest desire to liring ahout n union of 
C marlian Co]Jei'es under one University-as I 
ventnre to ho'po may lle perel h'erl 'hy any 
c.1,ndid rerLdcr who will peruse it as a whvlc, 
and not in imperfect nnLl detached extracts, 

TUE SYSTE)I OF OPTIONS. 
With reg IT<l to options, our aim has been 

in like !!Ianncr to devise sl1l'h a. course of 
aturiy as would prove an effective Seurcc not 
only of ir.tellectual culture, but would pre­
p"Te tbe youth of Canada fer the prnctical duties 
of life. The old clas-,ieal course of Oxfor<l is not 
fitted to nccompli,h that object. Notwithstand­
ing the distingui.herl n1mes to be fOllnri among 
the grMluates of that University to which the 
sons of England's nobles a'most exclusively re­
Bort,-the mAjority of Oxford-trained students 
whom I have ,een rio not strike me as men 
whose Uni"ersity training seems to have had 
practical bnf.;ir,cs~ and duhes in view. Not 
a few of th";n rather Seem like men who 
h"ve just emelged from the cloister, und 
Me far from heing at home in the ordinnry 
buRiness of life. We tbere','re adopted n plan 
which the Commissioners of Oxford Pniversity 
have recommenried for the improvement of that 
very institution; and some credit may be 
claimed f.r the men of IOllr own Canadian U',i­
versity, tbat they have carried into practice 
whnt the wisest men connec!en with Oxford 
University are only yet recommending. They 
recommend that Ihe y ling men attending Ox­
ford .hnll at n certnin point take options, llnder 
tbe advice of their tutors. That is precisely 
wh~t our young men do, A youth entcrs our 
College, and goes through the fir.t two ye Irs of 
the course, He tben comes to the President, or 
one of tbe Profe,sors, for advice 88 to what op­
tions he shall Inke, The matter is very simply 

MEMBERS OF THE SEN ATE. 
But it i. a singularly one .irltd "iewof tho 

c"'e f>lr Ihe advocates of the interests of 
Victorh Colll'ge to prolest inrlignantly at 
certain Proft'B!o>orR of Ul1ivcr~ity CoJ1cgc, 
-fuur in "II-being admitted to the Senate of 
the Univer;ity to which their C"lleg-e i. at­
t'l.Cberl, and for which nlone it can tmin its stu­
dents, while there were .itting on tImt samo 
BOIml the memhel'F of another. anr! inrlepennent 
University which disclaimed all coll"gi:lte reh,­
tion to it. Defore University College hl\d wora 
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than Its President on the Senate, there sat on 
tbat Board, the Rev. Mr. Nelles, Principal of 
Victoria College, the Rev. Dr. Ryerson, a mem­
ber of the College Board, and Dr. Barrett-who 
it has been found convenient to represent as a 
teacher in Upper Canada College-but who, it is 
well known, never had a seat at the Sellate in 
any other capacity than as President of Dr. 
Rolph's or the Toronto School of Medicille ; and 
who, as such, took his seat for the first time to 
represent the Medical Faculty of Vicloria Col­
lege at the meetings of the University of To· 
ronto, while its students were systematically 
prevented feom graduating there. It may sound 
very plausible to those who know nothing about 
the bet< of the c.<se to talk of the injustice of 
four Professors sitting on a Board numbering 
forty-three members, which had the entire con­
trol of their courses of teaching and system of 
study. Let it be remembered, however, t 18t 
until they were added to it, the sederunts of the 
Senate frequently presented the .nomaly of a 
university and college controlled in all their ar­
rangements by those who systematically with­
held, not only the students of Cobourg, but the 
medical students of Toronto, from the very Uni­
nrsity over wbich they exercised 80 much con­
trol. Had Victoria, Queen's, or Trinity College 
actually recognized the University as such, while 
maintaining a thorough independence as sepa­
rate colleges, the Senate would never have been 
driven to the necessity of giving so large a share 
in the oversight of the University examinations 
to Professors of University College; although, 
as I shall hereafter show, the amount of this 
share has been greatly exaggerated. If, a!' seems 
inevitable in the present condition of Canada, 
Professors must be appointed examiners, they 
,,,'uld have been selected equally from all the 
colleges; but it is a proposition which no reason­
able m In could entertain, that the Prof&'3sors of 
such colleges should-as they now do-examine 
their own students, confer degrees on them by 
right of their own university powers and even 
establish a !acuity at the seat of the 'University 
of Toronto, so as.to confer the degrees of Vic­
t~ria College on Toronto students-and yet that 
they should also be the governors ard examin­
ers, or electors of the examiners of the univer· 
B!ty they disown. Had the va,{ious denomina­
bonal ~lle~eB acId up to the idea implied by 
the UDlyemty. of London, with its t: umerous 
and vaned privately. endowed colleges, as the 
model of the Canajlan Provincial University 
the sy:stem could easily have been worked 80 a~ 
to sa~lsfy' all lIS to t~orough impartiality in the 
eonB~tntlOn of the Senate, the appointment of 
ex!'mmers, and the distribution of honours and 
p~s. But, on the contrary, the Provost of 
TriDlt~ r<;fused to take his seat on the Senate; 
the PrInCipal of Queen's practically adopted the 
s~e cout?e; ,!ud the Principal of Victoria­
.... hil.e shArIDg ~n the government of the Uni­
verSIty, and fixing the course of studies of the 
Col!ege-only lent the aid of his wisdom and ex­
penence, but refused all practical co-operation 
Nevertheless, the Senate, in its anxious de8ir~ 
to '!OOu~e a thoro~ghly impartial system of ex­
IUl!rnattons, h38, In snite of tJiose obstacles ap­
poInted Profe'!80rs of b?th Victoria and Qu~en's 
CoUeges 11M Its exanuners, 11M it has selected 
.*ers wherever they could be found at once 
_petent and impartial. 

NO MONOPLY DESIRED. 
Again, let me say for myself and my col­

leagues in University College, we have no de­
sire to monopoli~ the endowments of the 
Provincial University. Let the just and pro­
per costs of maintaining the College in a 
state of efficiency be properly ascertained, 
with some adequate regard to future I'equire­
ments, and, whatever be the legitimate ob­
jects on which to expend the surplus funds, the 
College can advance no claim to them. The 
statements made to you with regard to the cost 
of our College represent it as nearly double 
what it actually is. But as for the surplus, it is 
for the Legislature to determine what shall be 
done with it. I should be delighted to see an ade­
quate specific endowment set apart for us, in 
such a way that, if we exceeded the appropria.­
tion we should make up the difference out of 
our own salaries; but also with the proviso that, 
if we were able to retrench, we should have 
liberty to expend the balance in improving the 
efficiency of the institution. At present, it is 
provided that, if we save any money, it 
is only that thereby it m~y pass away for ever 
from the funds of the Institution to which we 
belnng. We are men, and that must be an un­
wise system to place us under which provides that 
the more we economise, the more we lose. 

SHALL WE REVIVE STATE-CHURCH 
COLLEGES? 

But it does not follow, because we say we havo 
no desire to ask a dollar more than is absolutely 
necessary for our fair and legitimate expenditure 
-it does neceS8arily follow that the University 
Act of 1853 designed, or that wise policy re­
quires, that the surplus should be expended on 
denominational colleges. In the memorial pre­
sented on behalf of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Confer~nce ~ th~ Le~islative Assembly, praying 
for an InvesiJgatlOn lnto the manner in which 
the University Act has been administered tho 
memorialis~ declare ~heir entire approv~1 of 
our Canadu\U .. NatlODI,tl school system." 
Nevertheless, they affirm that" the same con­
:: sid~rat!ons. of fitness, economy, and patriotism 

WhiCh Justify the State in co-operating with 
:: each school. m~nicipality to support a day 

school, reqmre It to co-operate with each re­
.. ligious persuasion, 1ICC0rding to its own edu­
:: cati.onal works. to support a colleg~. The ex­
.. peTle!,c? of all Protestant countries shows 
.. that It I~. :'I'd has been, as much the province 
" of a rel~gl!,lUs persuasion to establish a ,01-
" lege .. as It IS for a school municipality to es-

tablish a day school; and the same experience 
:: shows that ~hile pastoral !'l:!d parental care 

can be exerCised for the religiOUS instruction 
:: of children residing at home and attending a 
.. day scho~l,. that care cannot be exerci.ed over 
" youth r~sl(l.mg away from home, and pursu-

mg theIr higher education except in a college 
:: w~ere the ~asto~:" and parental care can b~ 

dally combmed. . ?-'hat ~he experience of all 
rroteslant countnes IS entirely misrepresented 
nr the above statement, I think might almost 
be !,ppealed to ~he common sense interpretation 
of It: . W.h:-t 18 the relation between school 
munIcipalIties. and religious persuasions' Is 
ther~ ~y relatIOn between the superior body 
a religlous persuasion, and the inferior body, ; 



IChool municipality T The rellltion between a 
denominational body, such as the Wesleyan 
Methodists, the United Presbyteri .. ns, the Church 
of En_h.nd, or the Church of Scotland, and an 
inferior body. is tbe rel .. tion between thnt de. 
nomination and its various congreg"ti"ns. 
And moreover tbat is the very principle which 
the Protesmn t "nd Roman Catbolic ud vocates of 
Sep,nate Scbools are maintaining. We hn"e in 
Toronto, besides University Colleg-e, Trinitv 
College which will give a degree to no man who 
dOOli not declare himself a mem ber of tho 
Church of England. amI ditterent cOllJ;'rcg:<tions 
of th"t body, Holy Trinity. St. James's and St. 
George' s,are mc\intain ing denominational scbools 
and lIre trying, under the guidance of able 
legal..lvisers. to pruve tb.,t they htlve a right to 
a Sepnmte School System; and such is truly the 
log.""l following. ut of the 31gument proposed in 
the memorial of tbe W",leyan Conference. But 
there is in reality no reliltion between 11 religious 
denominltion and "municip:Uity. The nnalogy 
o a municipality with its Common and Gram­
mar Sch'lOls carries US nt once to a Provincial 
UniV.,l'lIity as the superior body. 

BRITISH e~IVERSITY REFORMS. 
But let me turn (0 another view of the 

case in relation to the supposed teachings 
of the modern experience of Protestant coun­
tries. Let me refor to the recent University 
reforms at home. An appeal to the examples 
of Orlord and Cambridge on these points, is 
out of place in Ihe present enquiry.--if for 
no other reasons.-on this ground, that so 
faT are these from being educational institutions 
open to the people at large, they have been un­
til recently exclusively ... nd are still to a great 
extent, limited to one lavoured denomination, 
while tbey are accessible to the wealthy alone,­
the lowest, estimated cost for lI. student during 
the academic year being $750. Nevertheless, 
although they are still recognized appendaq es of 
the Church of Englan'l, the whde tendency of 
recent changes has been towards the removal of 
their denominational fe.tures, and their restora­
tion to the nation at large, without distinction 
of sect or p1Tty. In Scotland, however, where 
the Universities are strictly people's colleges, 
adapted to the educational wants, and w the pe­
cuniary means of the great mass of the comnHl­
nity, recent proceedings furnisb Ihe best illus­
tmtlon of" tbe experience of i'roteshnt coun­
tries." in reference to its being the .. supposed 
province of a relil!'ious persuasion to establish a 
College." The Scottish Presbyterian Church 
being the legally recognized religious persu38ion 
in tb"t country, its Chnrch courts exercised the 
denominational oversight over I h~ colleges of 
the country; and no Professor could be inducted 
into a Ch";r without first signing the West­
minster Confession of Faith. The "omequence 
w l. that during the greater part of the present 
century Ihe denominational restrictions thus 
i m p:tsed on Profeo;sors came to b~ re­
cognized as the g.reatest of educat,lonal 
grievances, and a sanous bar to the filhng ,!f 
University chairs with the men best q,!"ll­
fied for the various branches of secular educahon. 
But an important religious revolntion took 
place in Scotland within the last quarter of 
a century, by the disruption between the Scot-
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tish Established Church and that large body of 
conscientious non-conformists, who separ"ted 
from it on important questions, not of doctrine, 
but of discipline and re Mion to t.he State; and 
t!"lt botly, the ~'ree Church. showed thl'ir pmc­
tIC:" ze~l lin' I elunestneRS lIy misinA' £;]0 COO 
with which they erected the New College. Edin: 
burgh, a be~utiful and Orn"te IJUihling-·designcd 
to be not a mere theologic ll, but a com plete 
cullegiate institlltion ror ~eclllar training. Chairs 
of natural history. logic, metaphy"ics, nnd moml 
philosophy, wert· tilled by able men, for whom 
ul:uies were provided on a m',,'e lih"rol scale 
th'm those now ptid to the Professors of Univer. 
sity College, Toronto-a c!lair of chemistry W,", 

also i:l cont~mplation ; and a cumplete orga.niza­
tion w~s thus provided for the perm',nent estab­
lishment of a rival denominlLtional college. For .. 
tun .tely for 8cotL\'ld, at this stage of her Uni­
versity system, the Act WdS p,lsserl which, hy 
abolisbing all religious test.; f.>r secular 
chairs, entirely deprived them of their denomi­
national cbaracter. In the Scottish universities 
as now cODst:tnted, the Tb·ologic .. l Faculty ex­
ists as II part of the Established Church; but in 
the Faculties of Art, Law, and Me~icine, every 
trace of denominational oversight h"s been re­
moved. An I what is the re>ult? Hllw did the 
iudgment. anrl discretion of Prote8tantit-m in 
"ootla.nd pronounce on the Ryotem? The result 
h36 been that the New College, Edinbnrgh, t,as 
ce~sed to he more than a Th ·ological College 
for the clergy of its own church. The chair. of 
Moral Philosophy, Metaphysics, and N<ltural 
History, succcessively became vacant, and w('re 
r,ot filled up; the students of that denomi­
nation, as of all otber Scottish denomin'ltions, 
receive "II their secu!ar education in the com­
mon h<llls of the University of Edinbur;rh; and 
it is regarded by every layman in Scotland. he 
he Cburcbman or Dissenter, "" one of the 6'1'e"t­
est blessings of the ScoWsh University system, 
that men. wh"tever be their opinions, and th se 
qualifying to be clergymen, for whatever church 
intended, are trained in the S.lme nnhrersity 
halls, under the sawe rule; so that thoBe who 
are to mix afterwards in the variollS wdlk. of 
life, in the discharge of its grm.t and practicHI 
duties sball not iuherit little section"l preju­
dices, which under the best denominational .ys­
t",m men must acquire, when tTain,~d cxclnsh'eJy 
among tbose of their olvn p 'culi r opinions. But 
no one, famil iar with Scotl,md, will Ray that 
men under that training grow np indifferent M 
to denominatiofl111 vh!\Vs, or less earnest nnd 
sincere in their religious opiniolls, or (hat tl,ey 
lapse into any inkelVlLrm indifi'orence which RaCri· 
fices faith "nd conscience; bllt, on the contrary, 
morality an'l religion tlouri.h best nnoer that 
very non-denominational .ystem. The last Telie 
of the denominational university sy.tem 0 Scot­
llLn<l, in connection with ber secular edu­
a.tion, has been swept alV"y d',ring the 
P18t yoar, by the Act which throws tbe Princi­
p"lships of the Universities open to I..ymen, 
wit,hout respect to their denominational views 
or religious opinions. Now, accordingly. in tho 
Scottish Universities, as in our Canadian Pro­
vincial College, .. no religionR tests or profeB­
si ns of religiOUS faith are reqllired of any pro­
fessor or lecturer, nor are any religious ob6erv­
ances, according to the forms of auy partieu-
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lar religions ilenomination, imposed on ~hen>:." 
The precise words of the Toronto Umverslty 
Act would, in fact, equally apply to the Facul­
ties of Arts, Law, and Medicine, in ~he Scottish 
Universities. Thus all denominatloml over­
sight and control have been withdrawn from 
them. 

IS CANADA TO RI!.'TURN TO 'l'HEWORN-OUT 
SYSTEM OF MEDIEVAL EUROPE? 

Yet what has been a.)andoned there, your 
Sllperint,endent of Education urges you to per­
petllate here, along With the Acts and Oppo­
Dencies, the Optimes and Responsions inherited 
from medieval centuries by Oxford an·! Cam­
bridge. In Great Britain most of the older 
educational institutions were founded before it 
was a Protestant country, and all of them in 
connection with an Established Church. The 
exclnsi ve principles on which such were admin­
istered, in England especially, compelled the 
conscientious Nonconformists to establish schools 
and colleges of their own; not because they ob­
jected to the national Universities, but be­
·cause they were forcibly excluded from them. 
But it surely wm:ld be It strange infatuation for 
a new country like Canada, altt'gether free from 
that element which now shackles and compli­
ea.tes every effort in Great Britain for the devel­
opment of a truly national system of public 
instruction, to transplant to its free soil the rival 
sectarian educational institutions which are 
only defensible by reason of the injustice that 
closed the halls of Oxford and Cambridge 
against all but the adherents of one fav JUred 
church. But the most recent action in England 
has been to It great extent in the strictly non­
denominational direction; and since the cstab· 
lishmP.nt of the University of London, on a truly 
liberal and national basis, colleges have been 
founded a.ld liberally endowed, entirely inde­
pendent of denominational control or super­
vision, snch as those of Hull, Wakefield, Chel­
tenham and Manchester. University College 
London, had already been established by pri: 
vate enterprise, before the State provided the 
requisite University organization. But that 
done, the separate colleges. whether denomina­
tional or otherwise, were left in Britain to 
rely for their support on the liberality ofa wealthy 
country. In Ileland, however, it was other­
wise; for there, as in Canada., the private wealth 
was wanting, and the State fOllnded and en­
dowed both the Colleges and the University 
and placed their honours and advantages alik~ 
free to all. S~ch institutions the State may 
Justly endow WIth public funds, and it is for the 
members of a free community for whom such in­
estimable advantages are secured to place such 
national institutions under the CC::ntrol of a gov­
emin~ Board, which shall adequately represent 
the WIshes and desires of a Christian people in 
~ation ~ all the essential non-sectarian ques­
~IOns whIch p~r.tain to the discipline Bnd train­
Ing of t~e nSlDg generation. But in a free 
oonntry like ours, where the separation between 
Chnron and State is absolute the existence of a 
~hurch ~titution, support~d by the State is an 
~gruil~;. ~be supervision of it by the State is 
lID I1JIpotIibiltll/. 

DENOIDNATIONAL COLLEGES AND THEIR 
TESTS. 

The tendencies suggested by modem experi­
ence in relation to national Universities, and 
superior education' are abundantly illustrated 
bv the new Universities and Colleges of En­
gland and Ireland; the removal of all denom­
inotional restrictions from the faculties of arts, 
law and medicine, in the Scottish Universi­
ties'· and the throwing opelJ to all denomina­
tion~ the privileges of Oxford and Camb~dge. 
It is manifestly, therefore, totally at vanance 
with facts to say that .. the experience 01 all 
.. Protestant countries shows that it is, and has 
.. been as much the province of a reli~ious per­
.. suasi~n to establish 110 College, as it is lor 1\ 
.. School municipality to establish a School," 
unless by such statement a mere denominationAl 
theological institution is meant. On the con­
trary, the experience of Canada sufficiently il­
lustrates how" religious persuasions," by going 
out of their province, and interfering with secu­
lar education, may retard the development of a 
well organized system for a whole generation. 
That Queen's College, Canada, is purely the 
educational institution of the denomination 
unier whose control it exists, is shown by the 
report presented to the Synod of the Presbyte­
rian Church of Canada, on the 25th of May last; 
which, if reported correctly in the public prints, 
stated the number of students in attendance as 
eleven in theology and fifty-three in arts; but 
aided: .. In all./OTty-fiveaTe dudying JOT the M,.u­
ITlI." Credit has been repeatedly claimed of 
late for Victoria College, th"t it has no tests, but 
such 110 statement is 110 mere play upon words. 
What real difference is there between requiring 
that a Professor shall sign the prescribed creed 
of 110 Church-be it the thirty-nine articles, or 
the Westminster Confession of Faith-or that 
he shall satisfy the Wesleyan Conference, 
or other EccJesiMtical Court? In reality 
the latter is the more stringent of the two: 
I speak on this subject feelingly, for I have had 
reMon to feel strongly upon it. I had a brother 
once, 110 man of high personal character and 
1:1am~less life, admitted.to 1:e one eminently dis­
tlDgmshed among the SCIentIfic men of his native 
land-and from among whom he has recently 
passed away, mourned with an earne,tness of 
public grief not often manifested even for Scot­
land's most gifted sons-yet that man was long 
shut out from honours justly his due, and many 
students were deprived of his instructions in his 
favourite science, because he was too conscien­
tion~ to .make falsely. or carelessly a declaration 
of fruth m the prescnbed te,tg of the dominant 
Church. It was not because he was indifferent 
to religion that he was thus excluded for no more 
ea ... ne~t Christian was to be found a~ong BritiEh 
SCIentific men; and .when at length better timet! 
came, and such antIquated ab£.urdities of the 
dark ~g~. were sw:ept away by the abolition of 
an rehglC~us tests m the Scottisb. Universities. he 
was appomted to a Chair in his own University 
of Edmburgh; and was acknowledged there 
n~t only as one of its most distinguished men of 
SC!enc~, but as. o~e d the most npright and con­
!I"~entlous Chnstlan .men. of his day. Bnt, again, 
It I~ affirmed that Vlctona College is not seo-
ta.ria:n, but provincial, because, it is .aid, the 
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Pre&ldent !If the Executive Council, the Speaker 
of the Legislative Assembly, and other high offi­
cial ~nitorie8 are named on the Colleg~ Board. 
Might It not be wdl to ... certain how often they 
are named on its sederunt. ~ 1 put the queslion 
to the Rev. Mr. Ormiston, formerly a Professor 
of Victoria College, and his answer W"S thllt 
during the years he Slit on its bOBl'd he ney,", 
11&'11' one o~ them, ?r hel\l'~ uf their being 8Um­
moned to Its meetings. for IIny prnctical pur­
pose, therefon;, the Archhishop of Can:erbllfY, 
or the Lord HIgh ~hancellor of Englllnd might 
18 well be named lor the duty. But melmwhile 
&bis is unquestionable, that the Victoria College 
lIoard is one of the l'ommitte,·s annulllly IIP­
polnled by tlw Weslevan )I<-thodist Conferenee 
and that no man can 'be apP"inkd to olle of it~ 
Chairs who does not satisfy the reqniremcllts of 
the Conference, or its appointed delegates' nOr 
am any doubt exist thllt the whole manage;"ent 
is in the hands of the W osleyan denomination _ 
a Cbristian body justh- held in admiration for 
ils earnest zeaJ and self·denying mis.;ionary 
labours; but not therefore to be seleded from 
among oth"r denomination. for State patronage, 
or educational ovel'l'ight, in a co:;ntry where all 
ronnexion between Church and ~t"te has been 
utterly aboliJ;hed. 

VICTORIA c·OLLEGE. 
In Victoria College there ie, of conrse, no 

test for students. It is only too well known, 
that-not in Methodist Colleges only, but 
also in Roman Catholic Colleges--all are wel­
rome who are prepared to submit to their 
teaching. But from the returns made to Parlia­
ment in 1'56, the denominational statistics pre­
~nt the significant figures relative to the matri­
enlated @tudents of Victoria Cullege of twenty­
eight Wesleyan Methodis.s to three Presbyteri­
ans, ODe Church of England, and one Baptist. 
Or, again, taking the wilDie pupils in the Insti· 
tution, there were only 39 belonging to other 
denominations, inclnding children at the pre­
paratory school, while 190 were Wesleyan Me­
thodist.. It is stated in the Conference Memorial 
that no aid is asked .. towards the support of 
any Theological ~cbool or Theological Cbair in 
Victoria College;" and ~!r. Nelles, in'answer to 
the question, .• I. there anv Theological Chair, 
or Divinity students in Victoria College!" reo 
plies: .. Neither. We have ,tudents attending 
"the College who are preparing for the ministry. 
" but are not punming theological studies, but 
" general stu,;ies ; and are not known in the Col­
"lege as Divinity students,but as genernl stu­
"dents. They receive no allowance orconsidera­
"tion from the funds in any shape whatever." 
Itappears, however, from the 7th of the Miscella­
neous RCIIOlution, adopted by the Wesleyan Con­
ference at its last meeting, that .. when 
preachers on trial are allowed to "tt~nd 
Victoria College for two years dunng 
their probation, tbe two years shall 
be counted but as one year in their probation." 
Again, in answer to the thirteenth questio." :­
.. How are the ministers and preachers statIOned 
for the ensuing year 1" .. Under.gl'aduates and 
stu~ents" to the number of twenty, are named 
in the .. Cobonrg District" 8S at Victoria Col­
lege. In the previous year, 1858, they nnm­
bered seventeen; and in the report furnished 

by the President of Victoria College to the Con­
~~~ence in the same year, he remarks: "Judg­.. Ill" .from present indic.1lion8, tbe college is 

destmed to fum sh very valuable accessions 
.. to the Christian Ministry, and the attention 
.. of the Confcrolll'e and the Cburch is earnestly 
" invited to tbis important result, as a reason 
" for more ardent anrl united exertions i1.o be­
.. half of tbe Illstitlltion." It is obvious there­
fo~(', tbat whatever difference may be' enter­
b\lned 1\8 to the designation of .. preachers on' 
trial during their probatiun" at Victoria Col-
1l'.!:!'1I that is, II", Wesle,'an d, nominational col­
lege. It snpplies for -the Wesleyan Methodist 
Cburl'h the same purpuses as Queen's College 
does for the Presbvtel'ian Church of Canada 
Accordingly, in the ';"me report of the Principai 
of \,i":ori" Colle~e to the Weslevan Conference 
::\lr. ~ d 1(,1' says :'- " It i~ necessary to show that 
" OUr t'ollcge is a ronnerional 11et'e8sity-that it if 
" (111 fs,~entiaL part of our machiner,,; as a Ohu"ch­
.. that without it we shall eitber lORe our youth 
It or n·t,ain them in a stRtc of ment,,} and sociai 
H inftTiority-that without it our ministers will 
"sulf(-I in numbers and efficiency-that without 
.. it. in fine, we .hall be unequal to the g-reat 
" lVork God has assigned us in (hristianizing 
" thi~ extenRive country.' I 

SECTARIAN OR DENOMINATIONAL 1 
We may dispute about tbe meaning of such 

terms as sectarian and denominational, but 
if a college is a II connexiohal necessity," 
and if the number of ministers of the tie­
nomination fall off if that college be not sup­
ported, it matters little by what convenient 
name you may a~ree to designate it. But 
when you remember that this college is con­
nected with one of the most influentbl and 
most earnest religions communities in the coun~ 
try. whose zeal in ~ustaining missions and a nu .. 
merous body of clergymen, and in all the 
onerous duties of a Christia.n Church, is unsur­
passed by a" y denomination in the Province, 
and )'et that this college cannot ob"'in the 
means of support,-it proves that, while 
some leaders of tbe body, or some officials 
of the collt-ge, ma), regard ';t as a connexional 
neC<'»ity, the people at large are of a different 
opinion, and, as is shown even by the presence 
of their sons at University College in annually 
increaoing numhers, they !lre perfectly satisfied 
with our Provincial collegiate system! The 
efforts of tlu Conference to upbold the College, 
for tbe purpose of maintaining tbe efficiency of 
their denomination, may be highly laudable, in 
a strictly denominational point of view, and 
worthy of praise when effected by the den om in .... 
tion to be thns henefitted. But it cannot be the 
function of the State to prevent the Wesleyan 
Church losing its youth as church members, any 
more than t.o assist it in otber religions and mil;­
sionary work: unless it is also prepared to re-RS­
sert the principle it hru; di""vowed in the aboli­
tion of all State provision for religion in Upper 
Canada. 

IS OUR PROVINCIAL SCHOOL SYSTEM TO 
BE ABOLISHED 1 

Again, returning to tbe consideration of the 
statements already quoted from the memorial 
of the Wesleyan Conference, a compl~te fal-



12 

lacy is involved in the attempt to apply cer­
tain characteristics of our Common Schools to 
the whole provincial system of education. It is 
true that our Commou Schools, being easily 
multiplied in every distlict, are mere day 
schools; so that tbe attendance there dees not 
deprive tbe pupils of daily parental or pastoral 
care and religious instruction; but such is not, 
and never can be the case, wi th the Grammar 
Schools, the Provincial Normal Sch00l, or the 
Model Grammar School. In order to attend 
each of these, pupils necessarily leave their par­
ents' homes, and are placed, some of them under 
a system greatly less conductive to strict moral 
and religious ove·.ight than that which is se­
cured by the system of University College, as 
applied to its resident students. In the Model 
Grammar School, for example, established under 
the authority of tbe Chief Superintendent of Edu­
cation at Toronto, it is expreo;sly provided tbat 
pupils shall be received from every part of tbe 
Province; and thus necessarily be removed from 
daily parental and pastoral instruction and over­
sight. Yet its establishment aurl supervision 
are equally independent of any religious persua­
sion ; and it is placed under the autbority of tbe 
Council of public instruction, a public board 
constituted on nearly the same principle as the 
Senate of Toronto University. The same re­
marks equally apply to the Norm~l School, to 
which is entrusted the all importaut function of 
training teaehers for the whole Common Schools 
of the Province; nevertbeless no difficulty ap­
pears to have ari.en hitherto from the adoption, 
In these institutions, of one national sys­
tem instead of a denominational and ne­
cessarily sectarian one. But if the prin­
ciple now affirmed, is to be carried out, 
instead ot the Province maintaining at a reason­
able expense, one effici"nt Model Grammar 
School, Normal School, and College; which are 
abundantly sufficient to meet the present demand 
tor the departments of higher education em­
braced by tbem, it must multiply such institu­
tions in the same ratio as all denominational 
colleges, "now established, or whicb may be 
established in Upper Canada;" or even in each 

. city of Upper Canada. Or, are we to be seriously 
told that so long as the youth of Canada are 
nnder the care of Dr. Ryerson, no matter what 
the system may be, all is religious and moral; 
but with the s lme system in the hands of the 
provincial professors, all is godless and nau~ht! 
Tbe course pursued by the British P"rliament in 
all recent reforms ot hil!'her education, as ex­
emplified, not only by tbe New Scottish Univer­
sities Act, but also by the establisbment of the 
Queen's University in Ireland, and the London 
University in England,-abundantly proves how 
tboroughly British Statesmen are alive to the 
importance of all the members of a ir,'e com 
mnnity receiving their secular education in na­
tional, rather than in denominational instItu­
tions, and being thereby trained to co-operate 
in all tbe great puhlic duties th.t devolve on a 
free people. The Queen's University in Ireland 
Is designed to extend the same advantages of 
nniversity degrees and honours to students of an 
denominations, as is done by Toronto University' 
but tbe public endowment is entirely devoted t~ 
the national, non-denominational Queen's Col­
leges, fOllllded on precisely the same plinciple 

as our Provincial University CollegQ, at Toronto. 
In England also, the London University confers 
deO'ree. and university honours on students pre­
se;ting themselves at its ex~minations,. f~om 
Episcopalian, Roman C"thoil~, PI:esbyten!"l, 
Wesleyan Methodist, CongregatlOnailst, Baph8t, 
and otber denominational colleges; but they 
neitber receive nor claim any other share of the 
university funds, excepting. the common right 
enjoved not only by all their students, but by 
every o~e possessed of the requisite knowledge, 
where oever acquired, to compete for the Uni­
versity S"holarships. In these respects, there­
fore tbe University of Toronto fnlly carries out 
the' plan adopted by London University, and 
alsO by tbe Queen's University of Ireland. It 
also fulfils the purposes of its ins itution as set 
forth in the preamble of the Act., in placing 
within tbe reach of every youth of the Province,' 
wberesoever educolted, "facilities for obtaining' 
" those scholastic honours and reWa! dB, wbich' 
" their diligence and proficiency may deserve." 

EXAMINERS AND EXAMINATIONS. 
I must now return to a m",tter, personal not to, 

mysel", but to the whole staff of Professors wbom 
I represent, and that is t.le question of Ex­
aminel's and Examinations. No charge has been 
more strongly brought against us tban that found­
ed on the alleged partiality and unfairness of Pro­
fess~rs examining their own student.. At one 
aspect of this charge I have already glanced, 
That the principle, however questionallle 
in theory, has many practical reasons in 
its favour, is proved by the fact that at 
McGill College, Trinity, Queen's, a'1d Victoria 
Colleges, this practice is the rule. Dr. Cook anJ 
others have admitted that only Professors and: 
practical teachers are qualified for the duty, and 
from among such our examiners are annual y 
selected with anxious care, and placed in tbe ex­
amination hall along with the Professors, with 
co-ordinate power, and full control of all exami­
nations. Pl'ofessor;.:; of1'rinity, Victoria, Queen'Bt 

and Laval College. have all been nominated 
and invited to act as examiners; and, instead of 
the Pl'Ofessors monopolising the appcintments 
and examination fees, as has been 11Iost unjust y.' 
reprasen~d to you, out of twenty-six examiners 
in 1858, and twenty-two in ISu!!, nine only in 
each year were Professors of Universi'y College. 
To us, moreover, the complaints of the repre­
sentatives of Victoria and Queen's Colleges, ap­
pear pec11liarly uufair on this point. For, what 
are tbe real fd.Cts of the case? The Legislature 
appointed the Senate of Toronto Un-iversity, 
with power to establish scholarships ar.d name 
examiners. University College adapted itself to 
the system, but no other college did 50, or 
at least none having Oniveroity powers. St. 
;\1ichael's College, Knox's College, tbe United 
Presbyterian In_titution, and tbe like, affiliMed; 
but Queen's, Victoria, and Trinity all refnse'l. 
ThA Provost of Trinity Co lege declined to at­
ten~l. Tbe P~esi?en.t of Queen's College took no 
no~\Ce of our l~vl!abons. The Principal of Vic­
tona C:'.lIeg~ dId IOde~d vote upon our plans and 
proceedmgs m arrangmg our course of study, 
but he never sent students to compete; and Dr. 
Ryerson himself was eitber the mover or se­
co~der of tbe first resolution which not only ap­
pOlnted the Professors of U ni versity College IIIl 
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~ners, but named the very Professors who 
should act. If he saw it to be wrong in the ab­
stract, he must at the same time have seen it to 
be an inevitable necessity. It has been charged 
also that we receive fees for examining our own 
students. Let me state in the first place that all 
our college examinations are quite independent 
of this. We do receive a f~e of £~o for conduct­
iDg a totally distinct series of University exami­
II&tions,-and for this enormous fee I h .. ve reI...! 
answers to nearly 10,000 questions, and thl'S" 
the answers, not of my own students excl'"ivr\y. 
but of students also from all other colleges Mid 
idlools, as well as of the candidates in the J ,eul­
ties of law and medicine, whu.e examillbtions 
all include subjects in art... I may also add that 
among the examiners of the London University. 
l'rIlfest!Ors of the colleges are named; while in 
the Queen's University-which in re\ .. tion to the 
peculiar circumstances of the ,',)Uutry, and the 
nalio .... l non-denominatioual colleges connect,'d 
with it, more nearly resembles our Pro"ineial 
University and College-the Professors of the 
Queen's Colleges are systematic,Llly ap;:ointed 
members of the Examining Board, It is easy 
for Oxford and Cam ;ridge, with a large staff of 
wealthily endowed fellowships and numerous 
resident graduates, tu place auy restrictions they 
mlly please on the choice of examiners; but the 
Queen's University has been compelled to resort 
to the Professors of the ~atiunal Colleges, as 
those best qualified Cur the duties, until such 
time as a numerous class of well-trained gradu­
ates shall enable them to adopt a wider choice; 
and in this respect the University of Toronto 
labours under .till greater disadvantages, and a 
more absolute necessity for resorting to the same 
source for well qualified and experienced exam­
iners. Had suell Canadian Colleges as Trinity, 
Victorb and Queen's, become, in the true sense, 
Colleges oithe University, instead of being, as 
they arc, distinct and rival Universities, each 
with its own Examining BJard, Convocation and 
body of graduates, the difficulty would have been 
«I8ily solved, as already observed, byapportion­
ing the appointments on the Examining Board 
equally among the Professors of all the colleges, 
as is done in the Examining Board of the Qneen's 
University of Ireland. This, Ilowever,hashitherto 
been rendered impossible by the relations main­
tained by those colleges asindependent Universi­
ties ;and I can onlysay,thatif the Senate eanfind 
the requisite nUlliuer "f well qualified examiners, 
fit and willing to undertake the duty, I know 
that I speak the minds of my colleagues in Uni­
versity Colle)(e, as well as my own wibh, in say­
ing that we shall heartily welcome tile change 
118 a most acceptable relief to ourselves, and a 
great ~provement on the pre",:nt ~ystem, If 
such appointments are made, It Will then be 
seen by those who undertake the arts cxaminll­
tions, not only in the facul~y of arts, but also ,?f 
law and medicine, how enhrely the statement IS 
founded on error which represents the Professors 
of University College as receiving the ex!'-mina­
tion fee for reading the papers of theIr own 
students. 

IMPARTIALITY AND STRICTNESS OF 
EXAMINATION. 

But meanwhile I must be permitted to avail 
-:rllelf of, this occasion to asaert in the most 

unqualified terms, that the examinations of 
the University have been conducted with a 
strictness and impartiality that may challenge 
the severest scrutiny. Our printed returns tell 
of the T.umber of scholarships taken-and full 
use has been made of these. But no record 
meets the public eye to tell of the number re­
jected; though no t xamination passes without 
the list of candidates being reduced by this 
eliminating process. For in truth no single 
coLL"lidate passes without the conc"ncnce of an 
examiner selected expressly as being totally in­
dependent of the COllege. The'following names 
of gentlemen who have acted as examiners in 
arts during the past fotH years, and have had 
a.n H bsolute voice iu the admission or rejection 
of t'l\ntliuates, a.like to matriculation, honours 
lLud ~l('grees, Impply the best guarantee of the 
l'm<:\,icall'hamder of the examinations-the high 
stan,iml of which is attested by the examina­
th·" p"i't'r~ :--The Rev. M. Willis, D.D., Princi­
pal of Knox's College; Ht'\'. ~, S. Nelles, :II.A" 
President of Victoria College; Rev. A. Lillie, 
D.D., 'Theological Professor of the Congregational 
Iustitution; Rev, ,J, Taylor, M.D., Theolo­
gical Professor of the F nited Presbyterian 
Divinity Hall; Rev. G. P. Young, M.A., Pro­
fessor of Lugic and Metaphysics, Knox's College; 
Rev. K.J. Henkler, M,A., ofCaiusCollege, Cam­
bridge; Rev. E. Schluter, M.A. ; Rev. W. Sten­
nett, M,A., Principal of Upper Canada College; 
Rev, W Ormiston, B.A., late one of the masters 
of the Normal School; Adam Crooks, LL.B., 
barrister-al-Iaw; James Brown, M.A.; T. 1. 
Robertson, M.A., head master of the Normal 
School; HobertCheckley, M.D.; Thomas Ridout, 
Esq" F. MOIltivani, LL.D.; E. Crombie, M,A., 
barrister·at law; .lfichael Barrett, B.A., M.D., 
President of the Toronto School of Medicine; L. 
S. Oille, M,A., M.D. ; G. R. R. Cockburn, M,A., 
Rector of the Model Gramm~r School; William 
Wedd, )!.A" classical master, Upper Canada 
College; H. Haacke, French tran,lator to the 
Legislative A,sembly; Emile Coulon, French 
master, Model Grammar School; E. Billings, 
Esq" palreontologist to the Provincial Geological 
Survey. With such gentlemen, selected, as they 
have been, with an anxious desire to secure able 
and independent examiners, Ifeel confident that 
no University examinations have ever been 
conducted with stricter impartiality than those 
of the University of Toronto, under the very 
system so unjustly maligned. 

MORAL AND RELIGIOUS OVERSIGHT OF 
STUDENTS. 

lletnming, however, from this digres~ion, 
suggested by analogies in the University of 
London and the Queen's University of Ireland, 
I revert once more to another aspect of the 
quest.ion of sectarian, in contra-distinction to 
provincial or national, education. It is Msumed 
in the memorial of the Wesleyan Conference 
that under the system of a provincial non-de­
nominational College, the youth educated in it 
mu,t be placed beyond the reach of religious 
training and pastoral oversight. If by pastoral 
oversight is meant the placing of each student, 
while in the College, under the care and teaching 
ofrellident ministers of his own denomination, ' 
this is manifestly beyond tbe reach of any sys­
tem but one which limits all education to tbe 



training of each youth in schools Ilnd colleges of 
his own sec', and it is as impossible under the 
constitution of Queen's or Victoria, as of Uni­
versity College. When Victoria College admits 
a Wesleyan Methodist student, the desired end 
is secured for him. But when it admits an Epis­
copalian, PreJbyterian, Baptist, or Homan Ca­
tholic student, he must be dealt with precisely 
as he would be by University College, and as i9 
done by the Normal School of the Province. In 
University College. daily religious services are 
provided, the lesident students are placed under 
the charge of the ministers of their respective 
denominations, their paren ts or guardians are 
consulted as to the place of wor_hip they are to 
attend, and the minister of religion whose teach­
ing they are to wait upou. The re~dent Pro,es­
sor-who has been se,ected with a special view 
to his fitness for the duties--has prayer and 
reading of the Scriptures daily, morning and 
evening, in the College Hall, for all who do not 
object themsel ves, or by their guardians, on con­
scientious grounds, to be present; and it is his 
duty to ascertain that they attend regularly 
at their respective places of worship. Per­
mit me to read to you the circular ad­
dressed by the resident professor to the parent 
or guardian of each student, on hi. coming into 
residence; it will show the systematic care with 
which. we aim at fultilJinz this part of our duty. 
U As your son proposes coming into residence 
in this College, I heg to inf .rm you that it is 
the desire of the council that, where thet'e is 
no conscientious objection, all the students 
nnder their charge sho Id be plesent in the Ha.1I 
atuai:y morning and evening prayers, with read~ 
ing of the Scriptures. It is also their wish, that 
they shollld regularly attend on Sundays their 
respective places of worship, and receive such 
other religious instruction as their parents and 
guardians may desire. I have to request that 
you will be so good as to let me know whether 
you desire your son to attend such daily prayers 
in the College, and that you will also mention 
the minister under whose charge you wish to 
place him. The council wiII alford every fa­
cility for the carrying out of your intentions, 
and with this View, wiII exercise such control 
over your son during hit; residence, as may be 
best calculated to effect your wishes. In the 
event of your not informing me of your desire 
on the subject, the rouncil wiII aSSUD,e that you 
have no objection to his being required to at­
tend the daily prayers of the college, and will 
exercise an oversight as to his attendance on 
the ministrations of a clergyman of the deno­
mination to which he belongs." 

PROVINCIAL OR SECTARIAN COLLEGE 
EDUCATION! 

Looking to the system thus in force, it is mani­
fest, t.herefore, that the Provincial Col1e[(e,­
though strictly non-denominational, is not therefore 
Roo-TtliglOU.; nor can there be any need that it 
SilOUld be so in a Christian country. In this, in­
deed, Is illustrated the only possible system for a 
pnblicly endowed national education. It is the 
same principle which pervades ol1r Common 
Schools, Provincial Col1ege, and University; a 
.public system in which no sectarian distinctions 
are recognized, aud ill which no denomination 
meddles as BUch-equaJly open to all, and under 
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public control. It i8 the national educntionlll 
system of the people, consistent throughout. 
'I'he t,achers, trustees, county boards, and in­
spector.; the Deputy and Chief :;uperintende~t 
and Council of Public Instruction; t~e Col1egtl' 
Professors, University Senate, and Chancellol 
are all chosen by the people :-through dire 
election in local cases; through the ~xecutive 
in the provincial departments. 'I'he est ,blish. 
ment of a well appoint"d College and Ulliversity 
is necessarily a costly thing. The Province can. 
not hope to command the services of men of 
the highest class without offering salalies anel 
all requisite equipments of lectUl'e rooms, mu. 
seums, and IilJralY, in some degree approximlt­
ing to similar institutions at home; but if the 
Government were to comply with the prayef 
of the Wesleyan Conference Memorial, anlf 
.. cause an Act to be passed by which al1 the 
Colleges now establi·hed, or which may he esta­
lished in Urper Canada, may be placed upon 
equal footing iu regard to public aid;' it mu,l 
necessarily involve the m~intenance of many 
very imperfectly o:ganized institutions, at lID 
increased outlay, to do the work of one. Under 
any possible system of public educatiun, whlt­
ever may be the fdoCilitiesatfurded for lh~ higher 
branches of instruction in a ~ountry situated ~i. 
Canada at present is, only a limited number wilf 
be round prepared to avail themselves of tht'm. 
The multiplication of denominational Colleg'" 
wO'lld, therefore, tend very slightly-ifat all-to 
incrense the number or students, while it so 
greatly multiplied professors. It cannot be 
overlooked also, that whereas it appear< by the 
last census that there are twenty jour separate d .. 
n()11!;nation. specified in Up: er Canada, -apart 
from smaller bodies grouped uncler a gene1 head-the greater number of which embr 
thousands in their communion; any attempt 1 
endow denominational Colleges, in lieu of a non­
sectarian institution, where all enjoy the same 
rights and priv:Jeges, must involve great inj1Jl. 
tke to those who, although belonging to religi­
ous bodies too few in numher, or too ponr to 
effect the organizat ion achieverl by wealth cr 
sects, have an equal right to share in the deno­
minational division of public tunds set apart 
for higher education. The evil assumes a still 
worse aspect, when it is considered that some 
religious denominations have conscientious ob­
jections to any such system of distributing pnh .. 
Iic funds; and while thev are thus excluded 
from availing themselves 'of them, they would 
be subjected to the grievance of the common 
funds of the Provin'ce being thus expended by 
their representativ,s in opposition to their religi­
ous scruples, and to their own personal loss. If, 
therefore, tlu Province provides an adequately 
endowed and well appointed Provincial, 'ollege 
to which every youth in the Province has free a'; 
cess, without !Iny distinction as to sect or party; 
and also pro :vides a university to gra.nt degrees­
not only to such students, but to all in the Pro­
vince-in like manner, without reference to sect 
or P:,~ty, who. ar~ found qualified to pass the 
reqUIsIte exammatlOus; they can have no just 
ground of complaint who-declining to avilil 
themselves of tile Provincial Institution to which 
they have free acce6s,-voluntarily cho06e toroke 
their preparatory training under profeSSOr< .. nd 
teachers appointed by their own denominations. 
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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE TRULY PROVINCIAL 
It is accordingly seen by tbe returns both of tbe 

University and College, tbat tbe laity of all the 
leading denominations in tbe Province,-Pl'Otes­
tant,Roman Catholic, Episcopalian.Presllyterian, 
Metbodist, Con!(regationalist, Baptist,&c.,-·have 
freely availed themselves of the untrammeled 
advllntages thus offered to tbem ; and that 
every year witne~ses an increase in the Dum· 
ber of student" entering University College, nnd 
of graduates admitted to degrees by the Pro­
vindal University. The followingnre the returns 
of the students of University College for the 
academic year 1800-60, according to their res­
pective denominations,-apart from the undcr­
graduates in the faculties of arts, law .. nd me­
didne, attacbed to the University, but not at­
tending the College :- Free Church, 40 ; Church 
of England, 35; United Presbyterian, 24; 
MethodL;ts, :!~ ; Congregationalists, Hi; no re· 
turns, 11 ; Presbyterians, 10; Church of Scot­
lan,I,7 ; Church of Rome, 5 ; Baptbt., 5 ; Re­
formed Presbyterians. ~; Plymouth Brethren, 
1 ; Quaker<. 1 ; making a total of 188 ; matri­
cnlated stu.I,·nts, 80 ; occasional students, 108. 
These returns furnish satisfactory evidence that 
the nnn-rlenominational character of Univer­
sity College has not been a b,,, to the fllil "c­
ce~t:.nce of the educational advantages it offers, 
by momhets of all the leading- denominations in 
the Province, including a fair average of t he very 
felig"ous pursl1asions. whose leadtrs appear be­
fure lOU as objectors to the system. 

AXONY~lOUS PAMPHLETEERING. 
One or two other points I must note before 

conclnding. It would have belter pleased me 
hld I been al'le to omit all refereTice to some 
of the very strange charges which have heen 
bronght against us; aDd I feel confident 
when I look at the respected gentlemen who 
represent both be denominatiuns that appear 
before you as cl.imants of the flied, th·,t 
they alrearly repent the course nnwisely forced 
upon tbem in regard to u.<, I was particu­
ldr'y struck, as you all must have been, 
when, on Mr. Langton addressing- ,·ou, and 
inctrlvertently appealing to this widely circu­
lated pamr.hlet, as tbat of tl-e Weslt·yan 
Met30dist Conference, tbe reverend President 
ot the Conference most markedly shook his 
bead, in clear testimony that the Conference 
disowns all responsibility for it. Mr. Chairman, 
I am not familiar with pat liamentary forms, but 
if it a<'cords wit. the rp;o;ular proceedings of this 
Committee, I should exceedingly de,ite tbat a 
minnte be made of that shake of Dr. btinson's 
bead. It was a very grave and speaking shake 
of the head! It said as plainly as the shake of 
a doctor's head could do, that he, for one, re­
pudiated the burden of reBponsH'ility for this 
anonymous miscellany of misrepn'sentations ",nd 
blnnllers. I am not snrprised that tbe earnest 
nn I justly esteemed religious body, ofwh'cb Dr. 
S inson i. the rrpresentativ,,?should ahjure this 
pamphlet. f ... r i is a tis<ue of the most absurd 
lind extravag-ant contrarlir.tions and blun loring 
misstatements ever put togetber in the same 
number of pages, 

NOVEL TEACHINGS OF mSTORY! 
It has been stated in evidence that my own 

cbair of history i8 usele8/!, and Dr, Ryerson haM 
specially a3signed lIS !\ rClISon, that history is 
taught in the Grammar Scbools, A singular 
idea indeed, the Doctor must have cf a Uni­
versitv course of study, If, because a boy 
learn. by rote certain tbin,::. in a Grammar 
Sc~ool, a Professor of University cnn have no­
thlDg more to te lch him I But I find in this 
same pamphlet a passage which remalkably co­
incides with this brilliant idea of the functionll 
of a I'l'Ofessor of History, whoever its author 
may have been. U History teaches us," says 
this erudite commentl\tor on the duties of its 
professor,-" history teaches ux tbat just in 
proportion as Greece and Rome lavished their 
resources upon stone and marble, upon the ma­
terial and inanimate, they declined in the in­
tellectual and moral," and that, therefore, be­
c~use an arcbitectural collegiate edifice· has 
beeu rcared for the UniverSity of 'foronto, 
the day of her intellectual and moral ruin 
i. at hand! I should be gratified if the 
learned Superintendent of Educrtlion, who has 
so cle:" a perception of how history should be 
tanght, would refer to Lhe chapter of Greek or 
Roman history, where such leEsons are to he 
le.trned. We rcad, indeed, of the age of Peri­
(Ies, an age in which Greece did lavish ber 10-
sources on stonc and marble- in which Phidias 
wrougbt those exquisite sculnlure., whicb, lUI 
tbe Elgin marbles, now constitute the priceless 
treasure of our British Museum-in which un­
der C,lllicrates and Ictinus, the rna: ble columns 
of the I'Jrthenon were reared on the heights of 
Athens, whete still their ruins stand, tbe unri­
valled .. rcbitectural models of all later centuries. 
That was indeed an age of stone and marble, but 
w,s it an age of intellectual decline? That age 
in which, under .iEschylus, tbe Attic drama was 
calJed into being, which witnps,ed in succession 
the wondr"us intellectual triumphs of Sophocles 
and EuripideR, which revelled in the comic 
genius of Ari"tophanes, and drank in wisdom 
from the philosophy at Socrates; tbe era of the 
most impartial and pbilosophic of historians, 
ThucycJides; and ere its close, of the vigorous 
and grapbic Xenophon. Or did all in telleetu"l 
and moral vigour perish in that age of marble, 
which was succeeded in later generations by the 
wisdom of Plato and the philosophy of Aristotle T 
Or was it not after that very age of Greece's ar­
chitectural triumphs that sbe produced tbe most 
precious gifts of that classic literature which hall 
constituted the priceless treasure of all later 
times? 

FINANCIAL MISREPRESENTATIONS. 
Bot there are other statemel: Is laid before 

this committee at which reverend doctors might 
well shake th "ir heads, did tbey only know aU 
the tmth. Mr. Langton having imposed on 
him, as Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Toronto, the grave responsibility of defending 
it against it, assailants, found it biB duty as , n 
experienced financier, to call in que tion certain 
figure. wh:c', have heen placed before yon in 
evidence. Dr. Ryerson had submitted to you, 
anu handed in, in writing," feries of very singular 
financial stlltements-compariug the cost of tho 
Bursar'. office of Trinity College, consisting of one 
individual, with very tewland. to look after, a' d 
that of the Bursar's office of Toronto University, 
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which has in charie the sale ani management of 
lands,and the investment ofCunds throughout the 
province; and he had revealed to you the won­
derful discovery that the one actually costs a 
good deal more than the other! The unfairness 
of these and similar comparisons W!lS sufficiently 
apparent. But on looking into their details, Mr. 
Langtoh had found that what Dr. Ryerson stilted 
aa the total anDual expense 01 Trinity College, was 
not only given in his OWtl "Educational Jour­
nal " at more than double the amount, but that 
th~ total omitteu the whole cost of the Trinity 
Scholarehips, amounting to $4,200; that his 
total annual cost of Victoria College was ,,1,600 
less thau the mere amount of the salaries st. ted 
to you by its own Bursar, Dr. Green; and that, 
not to multiply details, the sum stated as the 
cost .of Trinity College incident .. ls, and since 
triumphantly printed, with double marks of ex­
clamation, in your own evidence, I:tS only one 
thirteenth of the corresponding charge of To­
ronto University, has actually been made to 
suggest this false impression, by changing the 
Trinity pounds into dollars--when, I say, Mr. 
Langton pointed out these grave, misleading 
errors, Dr. Ryerson disclaimed the responsibility 
of his own statement, and blamed another per­
son, who hJ.d furnished him with the material. 
Mr. Langton felt it to be his duty to refer to 
this, because it was not a hasty calculation 
made by Dr. Ryerson in addressing you, but a 
written statement handed in to this Committee, 
printed by the Committee, and circulated with­
ont correction among all its members. Yet, 
when Mr. Langton referred to it, there was a cry 
of "Shame! Had not Dr. Ryerson repudi><ted 
It? Had he not corrected it two days before 1" 
If he did. it still st,md. on your records un­
amended, and I say Mr. Langton was thoronghly 
justified, and simply did hi. duty, in poin,ing 
out those inaccuracies; and Dr. Ryerson must 
have a singular idea of his position, if he thinks 
he Can evade the responsibility of such gross in­
accuracies in a statement thus deliberately 
framed and handed in, or shift its burden upon 
.. ny one but himself. But on examining Dr. 
Ryerson's own manuscript, it turned ollt that 
the comparisons in question were not in writing, 
but clipped out from some publication, having 
already done duty elsewhere, before they were 
thus produced to complete the work of mis­
representation here. 

PERVERTED EVIDENCE. 
Nor is this the only story which hM done 

duty against us elsewhere, but which would 
not bear investigation. There is another point 
I must speak upon, and I feel it the more my 
duty to speak upon it, because I see present 
the chief adviser of the renresentative of 
Her Majesty in the Government of this Pro­
vince, the Hon. Attorney General West. Dr. 
Ryerson, in the written statement which he 
handed in to this Committee, presented origin­
ally in his own manuscript a paragraph which 
has since been withdrawn. I received in Tor­
onto a proof of this statement, as plinted for 
you from his own manuscript, which I pre­
Bumed was the evidence as finally given ill to 
the Committee; and it is only since I came 
down to Quebec that I learned this passage had 
been suppressed, though not before it had be;,n 

relLd to you, and widely circulated elsewhere. 
It is a statement with reference to Grammar 
School teachers educated in University College. 
Dr. Ryerson said in that passage :­
"The reports of the Inspectors of Gram· 
mar Schools shew that 'l'oronto Universitl 
supplies only eight masters to seventy-fi" 
Grammar Schools, while Qneen's College sup­
plies ten. The same reports show that the grad­
uates of Toronto University as a whole are leu 
efficient masters of Grammar Schools than those 
of Queen's College, Victoria College, or Trinity 
Co!.ege, of Toronto or Dublin." 'l'his, Sir, is a 
very grave charge, which, when I read it, not 
knowing that its author had since repented of 
it, received my very special attention. I felt 
that, even if true, we could answer that o~ 
Univcrsity had only been six years in operatioll,. 
and that it was not till the year before llU!t, we 
had been able to turn out a graduate at all. It 
would have seemed only reasonable, if it had 
been found expedient, that we should be allowed 
a little time to develop the institution, before a 
Committee of Iovestigation sa~ upon it. Never­
theless, wit.h every consideration of the circum­
stances in which we are placed, I was surprised 
at the statement, and wrote to the Rev. Mr. 
Ormiston, one of the Inspectors of Grammar 
Schools, a graduate of Victoria College, and 
who, having been one of the teachers of the 
Toronto Normal School nnder Dr. Ryerson, 
could have no especial leanings in our fa.vour. 
Mr. Ormiston came down to Toronto, and f .... 
voured me with an interview, in which he as· 
snred me that whatever motive or reason could 
have induced Dr. Ryerson to make such a state­
ment, it was unsupported by his reports. He 
gave me comments, which he permitted me to 
write down from his lips, relative to the gradu­
ates of the University, on whom he had reported 
as Inspector of Schools. He had specially re­
ported two graduates of Toronto University, sa 
inefficient masteIS. One was a good scholar, 
but his eccentricities marred his success. And 
is it imagined that the wisdom of the Legislature 
can devise a University that will cure a man's 
eccentricities? But I found on examination that 
we were not responsible for him at all. He was a 
gentleman who had taken his whole course of 
education at Trinity College, Dublin, and having, 
pJ"Oduced evidence of that before the Senate ol 
Toronto University, was admitted to his degree 
ad eundem. And, in strange contradiction to the 
statements made by Dr. Ryerson, Mr. Ormiston 
added that there were two Trinity College 
Dublin men, whom he had been obliged to 
recommend to withdraw. In another bad case 
of a Toronto University graduate, it was re­
ported he would never make a good teacher and 
this is very likely, as he is now an in~ate 
of the Lunatic Asylum. [Dr. Wilson con­
tinued to read the notes furnished him by Mr. 
Ormiston, which were altogether at variance 
with Dr. Ryerson·s statement, and proceeded:] 
It w, s a very serious charge to bring against a 
University; but I say unhesitat~ngly, in the pre­
sence of the head of Her Majesty's Executive 
Government, that the reports from the inspec­
tors of Grammar Schools do not bear out Dr. 
Ryerson's statements; and it is a most grave 
charge against the Chief Superintendent of Edu. 
cation, that he should have so far betrayed hlJ. 
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trust, or so far have permitted preJudice to warp 
his judgment and pervert the eVidence. of his 
official leports, as to submit to you, and to give 
in writing a statement of this nature, which, 
when cnallenged, he hns I'een compelled to 
withdraw. Gentlemen, call for and eXlUDine 
tbese reports of the inspectors of Grammar 
Schools. You will tind in them no evideuce to 
bear out such allo!;ati ns. Mr. Langton h ... in­
spected them, and I have perused the exstrncts 
mnde from tho,c manuscripts now in Dr. Hycr­
Eon's possession; and they abundantly account 
for bis withdrawal of the unfounded charge. 
Let hi III summon thotie inspectors before ~ ou, if 
he dare. It wus on Mr. Langton's calling for 
their appearance ... witnesses that the statement 
was erased. They are not men to hide the truth 
on Our bchalt, they owe their appointments to 
Dr. Ryerson, and are, or have both been teach­
ers in his schools. Nevertheless, they are men 
of honour al>d probity, m.d that is all that we 
require in witnesses on our behalf, 

THE FAMILY CmlPACT OF PROFESSORS! 
Had I consulted my own feelings, or ap­

peared here merely in my own defence, I 
should have left tbis unsaid. Dr. Ryerson 
well knows I ha .... e no personal feeling a­
gain.t bim. On the contrary, I have had 
mucb friendly intercourse with bim in former 
years; and when he we!lt bome to select a 
recto, for bis Model Grammar School, he owed 
it to my introductions, and to my brother's aid, 
that he obtained bis present efficient rector. 
Nor did I come to Quebec even now with un­
kindly feelilig's tmvards him, though his conduct 
before this Ccmmi ttee seemed strange and indeed 
inexplicable. But tbe animus be bas shown be­
fore this Committee, since I have been present 
at its sittings, has not only changed my opinion 
greatly, but has led me to look back upon past 
events and the circumstances of my fOl mer in­
tercourse with Lim, and to see them in 
a new ligbt. I read with scorn his state­
ment to tbi. Committee, as I find it re­
corded in tbe evidence, tbat .. If the committee 
should order tbe minutes of the proceedings of 
the Senate to be lao d before tbem, and mark 
who Were present, and what was done at each 
meeting, tbey would see bow tbe system has 
been worked, and how parties connected with 
the Univereity and Up):er Canada Colleges have 
directed as to expenditure., studies, scholarships, 
&:c.;" and again, .. The minutes will .how that 
those expenditures have been cbiefly directed by 
& fJ.IIlily compact of gentlemen receiving tbeir 
salarie. from the Univer.ity and Upper Canada 
College endowments." Why did he put in the 
word .. gentlemen 1" I read, and I believe my 
colleagues also have read, his statement as 
equivalent to characterizing us as a pack of 
scoundrels. I have not been much engaged in 
duties like this. lily babits have been acquired 
in tbe pleasant retirement of years, chieflyex­
pended in literary pastime and study. I have 
not been accustomed to appear befote such Com­
mittees, and perhaps, therefore, I may seem 
to attach too much importance to languoge, 
which may not present itself in tbe same aspect 
to men accl1stomed to confront tbe bold and 
rougb usages of Parlirunentary life •• But I can 
conceive of no explanation that can be put upon 

thid language, characterizing us a8 a family 
compact, directing IlII to expenditures, studies, 
scholarships, Ilnd salarie;, other than that wo 
were 80metbing c\o,ely allied to a pack of 
swindlers; "set of men abusing the great trust 
committed to them, for tbeir own private ends, 
and personal aggr ndisement. I believe Dr. 
RJerson wil be able, in his explanation of state­
ments he hus been compelled to mILke to you, 
to .how that he advocated the expenditure of a 
smaller sum thah was ultimately appropriated 
for schohtrships in the University; lJUt be can­
not deny this, thut W j bore no part in relation 
to tbe largest of the expenditures which has 
been specially brought as a cbarge against 
liS: that appropriation of £76.000,-that 
frightful extra"agance of ours for a new build­
ing. Dr. Ryerson stated in his evidence that he 
believed that appropriation WI,. made during hia 
absence from the country. 1 doubt not be stated 
s') in perfect sincerity; but I find on looking at 
th~ minutes that he was not absent on the 17tb 
1\1arch, 1854, when Chief Justice Draper gave 
notice of an Address to His Excellency, with" 
view to the appropriation o. a Bum for buildings. 
I find, too, that Dr. Ryerson was present, and 
there is no record on the minutes that he ob­
jected, wben on the 24th Marcb, Chief Justice 
Draper, seconded b~ Hon. J. C. Morrison, moved 
the Address to his Excellency. And on the 25th 
March, when that Address was read a second 
time and carried, Dr. Ryerson again was pre­
sent. and the minutes record no protest or op­
position to the appropriation as recommended. I 
had an intervi~w this morning with the Solicitor 
GenCIal, who is prepared to dve evidence that 
Dr. Ryerson was present and offered no opposi­
tion to that Address, which was to lead to such 
"frightful extravagance." And I believe tbere 
are other charges brought against us, of wbich 
we are equally innocent, but on which Dr. Ryer­
son cannot clear himself. The salary of the 
Pr~sidentof Univer, ity College was recommended 
on his mution. That large, but not excessive, 
sllary now enjoyed by the President, was moved 
by Dr. RJerson. And he cannot deny tbat to 
that same motion, iu the absence of the Profes­
sors who had not tben a seat on the oenate, and 
without the slightest instigati( n from them, he 
mad~ an addition, declaring that we were under­
paid, aud that our salaries should be raised. I 
of all men in the world need not object to that 
act, enjoying as I do at this present moment an 
increase of salary owing to that motion; but I 
wish to show that we ,iid not, as we have been 
charged, ourselves vote that addition to our 
salaries, or even knolV that such a proposition 
was entertained. Nor can he deny that he voted 
the present salary of the Principal of Upper Ca­
nada College, which he has declared to be extra­
vagant, but apologized for it by saying he did 
not believe aCam.dian would have been appoint­
ed, He cannot deny that, in opposition to that 
very family compact of Professo,", he was one 
of the most acti "c leaders in getting a pension 
to Mr. Maynard, dismissed from Upper Canada 
College fOI improper conduct, and who, many 
think, ought to have heen dismissed long before. 
And nothing can justify Dr. Ryerson for having 
preferred this abominable and baseless charge of 
a family compsct, for tbis simple reason, that 
all the expenditures on huildings, librar1, 



ICholarshlpa, ularies, and pensions with which 
he charged them,-with the wlitary exception 
of tne pension to Mr. Maynard,-were author­
ized long before a single Professor of Univel'sity 
College, except Dr. McCaul, as its President, had 
.. ,eat in the Senate. This, gentlemen, is a 
specimen of the baseless charges that have been 
circulated through the country, and have helped 
to mislead the minds of hundreds, and to bur­
den your table with petitions originated by mis­
representation, and founded on error. And I 
ask you now, as an impartial tribunal, if you 
think the Chief Superintendent of Education for 
Upper Canada,-who had sat on the present 
Senate from its organization in 1853 till 186i, 
wben Professors of University College, for the 
first time, took their seat at that Board, without 
ever recording a. single protest, counter-motion, 
or other evidence of practical opposition to all 
the chief expenditures, and other acts, now 
charged against us,-I ask if he was justified in 
making this family compact charge which he 
has recorded on your evidence 1 But Dr. Ryer­
son has aSKed that the minutes be produced, and 
they shall be produced; and he will be called 
upon, I trust, to show you, from those minutes, 
the evidence on which he grounds so base, 
and let me add also, so baseless a charge. 

NEW UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS. 
With regard to the new University buildings, 

while I have disclaimed all responsibility for the 
original appropriation, as an act done long be· 
fore I was a member of the Senate, I am pre­
pared to assume all responsibility for the build­
ing, as not only a Justifiable but ,n indispensable 
thing. Your memorialists charge us with act­
ing in defiance of the law of 1853 in the erection 
of new buildings,and in providing accommodation 
in these for faculties which the Act expres,ly for­
bids. The latter blunder I believe the memo­
rialists tbemselves are now fully aware is without 
foundatio?-. As to the other illegal act, I can 
only say It was done under the presidency and 
witb the zealous concnrrence, of the p~esent 
Cbancellor Blake, one of the ablest and most 
upright Judges of Upper Canada. The address 
was moved by the Cbief Justice Draper, and 
seconded by the present Solicitor General; and 
the final appropriation was made bv the Gover­
nor in Council, with the advice of'the present 
Attorney General. I venture tn think that 
under these circumstances this Committee will 
acq.uit ~he Pro~essors of any blame, if they should 
be mclmed to mterpret the Act differently from 
such high legal authorities. In defence of the 
necessity of the building, I will only Ray that 
during seven }'ear~ in which I have been a pro­
fessor of UDlve~slty College, I have witnessed 
five removals. Smce the Act of 1853 was passed 
we hav~ ~een turned ou~ of the old King's Col­
lege bUlldmg, and estabhshed in the Parliament 
buildings on Front'street. Parliament return­
Inli' ~ Toronto, we were sent back to the old 
bwldmg; Government requiring that we were 
thrust into a little brick edifice origin~lly built 
for a m~dical school; and before we at length 
moved mto our present permanent build­
ings, we had been compelled to waste thou­
sands of dollars o!,- removals, fittings, and 
temporary make-shifts, as distasteful to us 
as they were waateful and extravagant. Surely 
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it was wiser to put up adequate and permanent 
buildings than fritter away the endowment in a 
system like that, which destroyed all faith in the 
perpetuity of the institution, and impeded 
everything but the mere daily scramble to ac· 
complish such work as could be got through, ill 
the absence' of nearly every needful provision '4t. 
a well-appointed College. But while affirmio« 
that the new buildings are not only justifiable,' 
but were an absolute necessity, if the University 
and College were to be maintained, I utterly 
deny the charge of useless extravagance in their 
erection. Having myself aoted throughout on 
tbe building committee, I can say confidently 
that uo committee ever st.t ove more earnestl,. 
with a view to economy. After the plans had 
been approved of by the Government, we revised 
them, and ordered the omission of many features, 
wbich, though omamental, were not indispeu" 
.able to the practical objects of the building; 
Send for the contractors, Messrs. Worthington; 
and Jacques & Hay, and ask them if they were' 
ever so watched and worried by a building-com­
mittee for purposes of economy; or summon our 
architect, and enquire of him wbether he found 
a committee of University Professors, or of the 
lawyers of Osgoode Hall, more unyielding on 
every tbreat of extra expenditure. 

INVESTIGATION WELCOMED. 
We have, Sir, in tbis, as in other matters, 

earnestly striven to do our duty; and we do 
feel, after such earnest endeavours, at thus 
being summoned, like culprits before your 
bar, on charges so baseless, and on state­
ments so loose and intangible, that - like 
tile soil of secret slander,-while the conse­
quences are only too keenly apparent, tbe 
source is difficult to combat as the viewless wind. 
But, gentlemen, we have not shrnnk from tbis 
investigation, though feeling a natural repug­
nance to coming into collision with those who 
have proved themselves cap~bl" of assailing UI 
witb such unworthy weapops. We have e..efT 
confidence in this CommitWe; having nothing to 
fear from the fullest inquiry. In our matricu­
lation exalllin~tion, our courses of study, our 
systems of options, and our modes of examins­
tion, we have set ourselves deliberately and 
earnestly to work out an educational system for 
Canada, such as we believe will secure-not lor 
any special and privileged class, but for the 
people at large-all the advantages a Universit,. 
can afford. We have not taken Oxford as our 
m~el; for, without any disparagement to tllat 
anCient seat of learning, we believe th.,t, could it 
be transplanted, with all its abstruse learning 
and all its antiquated and venerable fOI'ms to 
our Canadian soil, it would prove little less ~se. 
less to us than a college of medieval monks or 
learned eastern pundit~. We have ill our own 
University, representatives alike of the old and 
of the modern Universities of the mother coun­
try; and ~e have anxiously striven to combiue 
the experience of all ; while seeking, Itt the 
Rame time, to add to that the means indispen­
s~ble for adapting such experience to the novel 
clfc~mstances of a young country like Canada. 
Havmg. been appointed to the important and 
responSible trust implied in our selection to fill 
the vario~ chairs in the Provincial College, 
I ask you, have we forfeited the confidence 



of the Uoverulllellt vr oC the ,'oun II y 1 
And if nolt., theu 1 may be p,'rmittcd 
to ask if such men .... I have dc"cribetl ns tho",' 
constituting the Council of Uni>",'rsitr L'ollege 
are not capl\ble of advising this provinl'e in r<'la­
tion to the precise amoullt of Latin alld Greek of 
m~thematil'8 and "cknocs. that sh,,11 be requi;'",1 
ofa youth on entering the L'ollegc t If they a.rein­
capable of ad vising you. who i. to be yOUl' ad­
wer 1 Is this ,'" ... mitteo prepare, I to resolve 
how many books of Xl'noplll'1I IlL d Virgil shall 
be read t Whether HOlller shnll be l<'kl'lI at mlL­
.tricula&tion. or Horace llt.! put in the plnco ol":::;al­
lust t .\n<l if mell who h,we taken .ollle uf tilt. 
highest honours in Cu.mhri'lgt." Oxford, Illld 
Dublin-who hllve tillet! chllir. ill Htitish l;lli­
versities, aDli ~Yl~.n bring to us tht' "" 'i('nn~ llf the 
famed University of Bei'lin. alit! tilt' hOllours of 
the lwcient seac of l('nrnin~ t)f Pathm-if sudl 
men are not to be permitted to ",.h-i~c you 011 the 
details of a collegiate Sysh'Ul. are you prepared 
to submit yourselves t" the Mvi"e uf Dr, TIn'r­
aoD, who n'_'Yer WO.s in l\ l'oIlL';;C in his lif ... , "tmt 
who has told us in his t~'mOUR 8chemeof l~llivl'r­
aity organization, propounded in llis YO}UDlillOUS 
letter addressed to the HOll. Francis Hincks. in 
185:!. that he meditated it on some of the highest 
mountains of Europe - a circumstance which 
abundantly 8CCOunts inr the windy and insub­
stantial character of its recommendutions! 
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will supply him with fllr more useful acquite­
ments for the future course he is to pursue_ The 
~nglish Univer.ities under their old rigid sys­
tem turned out a cia" of educated men with 
whom too fr"t[IIl'lItly the people found 'little 
sympathy; but tl,e :';cotti.h Unive,"ity system, 
10)' the very IIIXllt'," which left the student's 
dillicl' of ~tlHlil'H 80 much to hillJl'ieif llS prru:ti­
l'all,Y to amount to a. t'ompn.·hcnsivo system of 
optwns. hus made an. educated peop'e; and the 
Illtter I l'lIlh:l'in' is what l'anadlL ul,t;irl'tL 

OlTR C.\NAllIAN HUNOUR-MEN. 
I .lily one further point ~e('III~ to rClluire attcntir)ll. 
Hd'c.>rring to our l'-y~lt'm of llODOUfS and HchoIar~ 
,hips. Dr. Hy"""", has spoken of one-l'alf of the 
tinH' of tile 1'1'(Jft'~son; of University College 
til-jog taken up with h·:tl'liing the Hononr ~lclJ, 
who, in an English University, employ tlleirowu 
tutors, The charge ill reality amounts to this: 
that by its liberal endowments for the highest 
tlep:ntnlf:uts of education, at the Provincial Col­
Ic;;.. the son of the humblest Canadian 
peas:mt may enjoy pred·ely the same ad­
valltagl's "8 the son of the wealthiest· noble­
mall ill England tloe" at the aristocratic 
:.u:d ('xdu~iYC Univl·r~it.r of Oxtord. 

... ~I'ECDIE:-; ACCUSATION! 
I t only remains for ml' to thank the COlllmittee 

for the patient hearing you have favoured me' 
with, while thus endeavouring to place before 
you the l,road grounds of defence. on the charges 
brought a;.:"inst my colleagues and myself. I 
have not attempted to go minutely into details. 
nor tu meet every petty charge, for indeed I 
h'lYe as yo:! only o!JL~illed partial access te, the 
printed evidence. and I only know from rumour 
of such accusations as the famous story of 
$2,000 expellded 011 " Chancellor's gown.-a 
perfectly true story.-only it does not happen 
to refer to ""7 Torpnto University, Toronto, in 
tbe luxury of its modern civilization. actually 
rejoices in three independent Universities,--with 
a host of Colleges, And one of those did re­
solve on doing fitting honour to its Chancellor; 
and. entrusting his dignity to a Cambridge tailor, 
got out so magnificellt a fac-simile of Prince 
Albert's robes. that its Chancellor could not be 
persuaded to wear it till they had clipped off its 
superfluous tail! And this story-which little 
fits the homely official garb of our University 
Chancellor. an heir loom of old King'. College, 
now considerably the worse of wear.-this story 
has been gravely retailed to you a8 oue of the 
many proofs of University extravagallce_ It is 

In order to meet the arguments which have been 
adduced a;,:ainst the system adopted by the l.ni­
versity of Turonto. the Yice-Chancellor has pro­
dnced in evidence the recommendations ot the 
Commissioners of Oxford and Cambridge; the 
practice of the Uni¥en;ities of London and Ire­
land, &c_.-and evidence ha,-ing thus beell pro­
duced in proof. I may now be permitted to re­
affirm. in concluding my defence. that the one 
aim of the Senate. and of the College Council. 
has been to devise a system of study whereby 
the youth of this Province m~y acquire those 
higher branches of education best Galculated to 
fit them for becoming intelligent and useful 
members of the community, In Canada. at 
least, education must be practical. It may be 
all very well for certain Oxtord men. alld their 
indiscriminating admirers. to maintain that the 
highest aim of a perfect collegiate training con­
Bists in the mastery of cI .... icallearning. but the 
SCholarship of Oxford. if forced without restric­
tion or choice on the youth of Canada. would 
in most cases prove of comparatively little 
practical avail. Nevertheless. let menot be mis­
understood_ I have freely admitted that the 
standard of matriculation, or the entrance exa· 
mination. has been lowered; but I have not ad­
mitted. and I do most positively deny. that 1M 
llandard of edueation has been lowered_ A student 
who goes through the whole classical course of 
the University will compare favourably with a 
graduate of equal ability in any other Uni· 
versity in the British Empire; and if. in the 
exercise of options, he abandons classics at the 
prescribed point in his course. he can only do so 
in order to take in lieu of classics the defined 
substitutes of modern languages. natural 
sciences. and mathematics, which will 110 less 
thoroughly train his mind, and in many cases 

a sample of the stoties that have been hawked 
about the country. accompllnied with the cry of 
PapiJt and Infidel coupled with our names.-in 
order to obtain those signatures which you have 
found appended to petitions against us_ We 
may well welcome the sitting of this Committee, 
which now at length affords us an opportunity of 
repelling. with Hting Bcorn. some of the many 
slanders and falsehoods that have been bandied 
about against us_ But let this example suffice_ 
A few words are sufficient to give currency to a 
misstatement which it takes many to disprove; 
and I should have to encroach 011 your forbear­
ance not for hours. but days. were I to attempt 
to deal in detail with all the baseless charges 
that have been circuillted against us_ 



20 

In these remarks I have confined mvself to a that the Committee will be sa.tisfied by the evi­
few leading points of fact. and 10 one important dence produced on all the various charges,_ 
matter of opinion. The Vice ·Chancellor of the and still more, by the inconsistencies, blunders 
University has already done for that Institution tmd contradictions wh.ch have marked th~ 
all that ils friends can desire; and I shall leave statements in w.hich they are made,-thnt they 
to the President of University College to treat in are entirely founded in error. The Universit;'! 
like detail the specialities pertainino; to t.he col- and College have only now been furnished tim: 
lege. excepting in so far as the Committee may the first time with the means of accomplishiDI' 
desire to q·,estion me on the subject. I have the objects for which they were established; 
only to say, we have absQlutely nothing to con- and I rest in full confidence that the wisdom of 
ceal. We welcome this enquiry as a means of the Legislature will pel'mit them still, nntram­
bringing to the test of proof a thousand blunder- melled, to carry ont, with such means, the noble 
ing misstatements and slanderons insinuations and patriotic objects already inaugurated by 
that have been circulated through the Province them, nuder many difficulties and impediment.,. 
for months past, without the possibility of con- to success. 
tradiction. I re"t confident in the assurance 
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