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PREli""AOE. 

THZ following pages comprise II book so nondescript as to 

require, perhaps, an exposition of its character, mode of con

struction, and object. It is not a history, in the ordinary sense 

of that term, much less a .ingle biography, nor yet a bnndle of 

biographies; but a biographical history. The primary design 

is to give a presentation of one particular publio man, the 

REV. WILLIAM CASE, and a secondary one, of all the 

Methodist Ministers and Preachers who have labored in the 

two Canadas, from the first till the time to which the work 

comes down, all of whom we have, in one way or another, 

connected with Mr. Case. His life is the principal stream, 

the others are the tributaries. 

The several biographies thus combined, when completed, 

~onstitute a history of Oanada Methodism from its plantation 

,n the now united Provinces of Eastern and Western Canada, 

till 1855. There is nothing peculiar in this feature. The 

biography of a succession of leading men in any community, 

whether secular or religious, will ever necessarily oonstitute a 

Bistorv of that community. This historical issue, however, 
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is the result rather than the design of the present work. It 

was by no means designed, when commenced, to imply a 

reftection on the history written by my painstaking personal 

friend, the Rev. George Frederick Playter, recently removed 

from amongst us, the first volume of which is already pub

lisbed, and the second, of which he lived to complete and len 

re,dy for publication, and which, it is to be hoped. will be 

given to the public by some means. Much less is our tre.atise 

designed to forestaU the expected exhaustive work of the Rev. 

Dr. Ryer.on, of whose intention we knew nothing when we 

began to write. Our humbler production, going first, we 

hope the researches it contains will contribute in some measure 

to enrich the pages of the more comprehensive history. 

Although this work of ours has involved moro bbor and 

car~, than anyone besides ourself will ever be able to 

appreciate, it has, notwitbstanding. been written con amO'l'e. 

In writing it we have felt in some measure the pleasnre 

referred to in the foUowing extract: "One who was most 

successful in such .. research has said. 'He who recnUs de

parted ages back again into being, enjoys a bliss like tha' 

of creating.' " This bliss has been ours. 

Biography had always great attractions for the writer; and 

especiaUy. sincc his conversion, religious biography. Abont 

the time he first began to take an interest in religion, he met 

with and read a volume of the " Preachers' Experiences." 

His ycuthful mind was much fascinated with the exercises 

and adventures of those remarkable men. After that he 

steadilv perused aU the biographies of the itinerant preacbera, 
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Ellropean and American, published in the magazinl's and 

otherwise. 

The &rst t'hongbt of writing anything of thai kind himself 

occurred to hie mind so early as 1834-35, when he travelled 

the old Matilda Circuit, where he met with" Atmore's Methodist 

Memorial," confin~d to tbe early English preachers. A few 

years after he perused with great pleasnre the" N on-Confor

D.i~te' Memorinl," on which Mr. Atmore's work seems to have 

bee\\ modeHed. Inl\uiries of the older people relative to the 

preachers they had had among them in furmer days, which 

was his constant habit, was prompted by a curiosity on that 

lIubject, and their answers and remarks were easily remember

ed witbout any memoranda. About the time he fell in ~ith 

the latter of the two works above-mentioned, be prepared a 

memorandum book, and began to make collections with a view 

to a Memorial of the Methodist Preachers wbo had labored io 

Canada, to be alphabetically or chronologically arranged. 

Subsequent divisioos in our provincial Methodism discour

'ged him. and he gave up the project. After one of the most 

embarrassing of those schisms was healed. some of his mate

rials were embodied in a sketchy work with the title of c, PAsr 

AND PRESENT." That work, except a few copies in the 

author's possession. is out of print. It would now sell 

readily; and a number of highly respectable friends of his 

have urged the isSue of a new edition. But. he felt a relae

tanee in perpetoate a work, a large part of which. from its 

.. erv nature. was lieceS8arily ephemeraL 
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About tbat time tbe idea of tbe present work presented 

itself to bis mind. A kind of book wbicb it was tbought 

would preserve all the memorials referred to, and yet give 

them unity and a readable form. 

He bad DO materials, for the private or interior life of Mr 

Case, furnished him by his immediate friends, or any permis

sion to write such a life,-a publication which was, by many, 

thought desirable. That is a field yet open to anyone who 

bas the means of cultivating it. He has in no wise forestalled 

such a project i but humbly imagines he may have put valu· 

able materials within the reach of the biographer. AB a 

public man, Mr. Case was the property of the community, and 

for "taking the liberty of contemplating his public career, the 

author makes no apology. He has said nought but good of 

him; and he thinks that the presentation of the example of hi! 

many public virtues, and those of his cotemporaries, is an a~t 

I!;ood in itself, and adapted to have a beneficial influence on all 

who contemplate those examples. 

Although this book is called the Itinerant's Memorial, it is 

Dot restricted to them alone, but it preserves recollections of 

many others beside: Buch as local preachers, other officials, and 

private members of the church a190, so far as they connected 

themselves with the plan of the work, and materials were 
found for the purpose. 

The book, it is confessed, does not faU under any existing 

litera? category. It bears bome resemblance in phn to" Lady 

Huntmgton and her Friends," but it is not strictly the same 
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in'fur"m. If it model was adopted at'lLII,1t was Herodotus, "the 

.tory-teller of antiquity," who makes THEPEItSIAN WAR 

OF INVASION the pivot on 'whieh:ll1 his scenes in ancient 

history are made to turn in his camera. This method, he 

thought, would suit the miscellaneous and fragmentary char· 

acter of the materials he designs to preserve. Mr. Cilse is 

made the central figure, and the others subordinate ones in 

the group. Like Herodotus, he has divided his work into 

BOOKS, not CHAPrERS, and has numbered the paragraphs 

for convenience of reference. Like the Story Teller's, some 

of h.is episodes are rather long, especiaUy in the" retrospec

tive" part, bllt in neither case could it be helped. 

Although this publication was long rcvolved in mind, it has 

been hastily written, and that, too, iu the midst of muILiplied 

(Jtber engagemcnts-domestic, pastoral, and connexional. 

The largest second half of thi; first volume h~s been writ

ten since the first half' began to be printed. This, hesides 

producing hurry; has, perhap', led to s,me repetitions. 

'The author expects both his style and taste' to be severely 

criticised. . Punctillious people will censure him for not 

applying the title Reverend more to his ministerial sul:ljects, 

hut his own opinion is, that the frequent recUI'rence of little 

common-place prefixe3 mar the grand simplicity of Buch heroic 

uharacters, beside3 every onc will know that they were minis

ters, 'without bandying the title Rev. in every sentence. He 

allowed himse1f to he overruled by his Editor and Publisher 

in prefixing" Rev. William" to Case and his .Colemporaries, 
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whicb does not suit bis ideas of simplicity, but tb~ average 

,udgment of readers will decide between tbem. Ca~ada has had 

no Case in anywise likely to be confounded witb WM. CASE. 

It will be said tbat he bas descended too often to trivial 

matters, and has related tbem in a style too familiar, or that 

Buch things sbould bave been preserved alone in notes. His 

anSwer is, (1), he bas not aspired to the dignity of history i 

(2), that the incidents relerred to were necessary to a just 

portraiture of the times of which he has written; (3), aDd 

if necessary to be preserved at all, they might as well appear in 

the text as anywherc else, or even better. Notes call off the 

attention; and where they recur often, which in this book 

they must ha,e done, tease tbe reader's mind. 

Ooe otber objection will be but too jnstly made-the style is 

more parenthetical than it shonld be in order to easy reading. 

Tbis is largely characteristic of tbe autho1' at all limes, who 

early acquired the habit of crowding what he wrote abont into 

a small space; but it arose especially from the brevity he 

aimed at in this work, joined to the multifarious items he had 

to preserve, some of which ca'ne to light after a parJg"aph, or 

sentence, was written, and had to be thrust in somehow. 

Had he posse3sed all the motel'L,ls it now contains at t.he 

beginning, it might have been written more flowinglI; or it 

he had now time to re-write it, thi. characteristic mi~ht be 

secured. This is not nOw possible; and he will ne:er be 

poiJ for the dl'udgery he h .. alreldy performed, witbout 

taking on him that addition.1 labor. 
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'rbe ascetical will say the book is not religious enough, and 

that the writer should have moralized more, but as he has 

furnished tbe data, he thinks the reader will be lead to mor

alize for himself. Others of an opposite cbaracter may t~ink 

the records of sneh humble labors unworthy of preservation. 

Let such listen to the poet's indignant protest:-

" While heroes claim the palm, and poets sing 
The sapient stalesman and the patriot king; 
While beauty, genius. wit, by turns demand 
The .culplcr'. labor and the painter'. hand; 
While wond'ring crowds loud acclamations raise, 
And earth reverberates with the favorite'. praise i 
Shall nobler Christians, in a Christian age, 
Have no memorial in affection's page? 
Shall ceaseless vigils, persecution, strife, 
The sacrifice of ease, of health, of life; 
Have no dIStinction grateful? no record? 
Yes I valiant champions of a heavenly Lord, 
As long as pallence, resignation, love, 
Are prized by saints below and saints above, 
Ye sufferers meek I who pain and scoffs defied, 
Who warned and wept, endured and died, 
Ye shall be honored I" 

To bonor such men has been tbe author's design in tbe 

following pages. HolV far his manner of treating the sub. 

ject has contributed to that worthy object he mnst leave to 

the public and posteri ty to say. 

Of one other featnre of this work the reader must be 

apprised befofe he enters on its perusal. The author has 

Beveral times quoted himself, verbatim; or, rather, reproduced 

portions of PAST AND PRRSI\N .... ,8 well as parts of miscel· 
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la11eol18 articles in various periodicals. His justification i. 

this: they were originally his own, and he gave up the pro

ject of what was likely to be a paying edition of his former 

work, that some "f the more sightly slones of the first struc

ture might be brought iDto the Dew edifice 

The ANALYTICAL INnEx which follows , .. ill furnish the 

clue for tracing allY particular persoD who may chauce to 

be a special object of interest and inquiry to anyone that 

cODsults the book. By this means a eOD8ee11tive memoir 

may be compiled of anyone of the Itinerants. This first 

volume ends with the year IS15; tbe second will come down 

to 1855. 

The author, in eonclusion, wishes to record his sense 01 

obligation to the painstaking oversight of the Rev. Dr. Wood, 

who has kindly acted as Editor of the publication, while its 

pages have been passing through the press, bv whose wise 

suggestions some blemishes bave been avoided.. 

Guelph, Marth, 1861 
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HOOK FIRST • 

. MATTER!i BEFORE CASE'S ENrRANCE ON THE 
I rIl'\ERANCY. 

PARAGRAPH PAOli 
1. Time aDd place of Cas,,'. birth 2. His father likely a 

small farmer. 3. William most likt'ly staid in New 
England till he received his schooling .... __ ... __ ...... . 

4. Mr. Gase's father removed his f<l.mily from Massachusetts 
to Chatham, N. Y. 5. Where William's arriva.! at 
manhood found him ... _, ............. ~ ...................... . 

U. ffhe American Republic had existed twenty years. 7. 
Pioneers spreading westward. 8. Ten thousand loyal .. 
ist~ seeking homeR i~ l'anarla., and how they went ..... . 

9. The religions need~ of the new scttlers ...... ...... ....... 4 
10. God provides for them. 11. Pla-ta ion of Methodism 

in America in 17G6 i oy the Hecks an i Embury in 
New York, anl by ftr .wbridge in Mar~land 12. In
dependence of the U. S. in 1783 and the organiza
tion of the lI. E. Church tbe next ye81 .................• 

13 Garrettso1"l. and bis northern evangelists in 179:1 Dun
bam. 14 Local preachers :In.1 private members pre .. 
pare the way in new settlefl ents. 'Juffy-thc Hecks
Emburys and John Lawrence-Col. Neal-Lyons
McCarty. 15. Losce's j' ranoing at Ial'g,~" - Joshua 
LOBee and J08. Brouse convl!rtl'd-llc'finds the Pala.-
tincs at the Big Creek. Other PI'O cstant ministers... 8 
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~~.IL~~:~:~·egularlY appuinted the memorable year of Wes
ley's death. 17. )!cthodism coincidently introductd 
into the Lake country in N. Y ............................ .. 

18 Case'S convl'rsion and a.e 19 Enthusiasm and activ
ity of Mctho ism. Case pa~ses through the grades of 
exhorter and local, reacher in two ~ ears. 20. Relig
ious state of the country to which he was about to 
rf'pair .............................................................. . 

21. Losee's antecedents not hnown. One of Garrett8on's 
pioneer. 22. His age, sizC!, manners, talents. 23. 
Result of first year's labors ............•..................... 

2-4: Name of Circuit Reports five cla:-ses 25. Ne: t year, 
D Dunh m appointed. Indian names of circuits. 345 
mC'mbers. 26. Disappearance of preachers an,l circnits 
from the ~'inutcs in 1793-4 Dunham re-appl'sr.'. 
Lo<;ee I ever Causl', love affair. Useful1ocally •..••.. 

27 Dunham and his local helpers-Rohlin, German, and 
the Steels Names of circuits cbanged Three preach
ers in 1794-5-Dunham, Coleman 'V,olsey. Tbree 
circuits next year, and four pre8chers. Keeler, Wool
sey removed, anr\ f-:.. Coate and' alvin \Voostt:r arrive. 
St tions omitted for 1797. But 795 members. Woos
ter stays. and has a grl:at revival. 18. 1798, goes home 
lodie Michae:Coate- Decrease Jewell,Eldcr Next 
year,Dunham locates. Keeler; Sawyer, Anson, Herron, 
Pickett Fh-e circuits Draper, Crowell, .Aikens, Rub
inson, )l(llTis, \1adden, Va:1ncst, Bangs, Tomkins, Hx-
teen Hnndrej-Howe and Bishop-Numbers ........ . 

29 Joyful event-Coate-Ruter .................................. . 
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BOOK SECOND 

C&S[;:'S SPEalAL FIELD AND FELLOW·LABORERS Wa:;!]~ 

HE E:;TERED IT, WITH SOliE TIWiGS RETROSPECTIVE. 

t:»ARAGRAPH PA.GE 

1. Conferenee in Asgrove-Methodized by the Palatines _ 
Entertain. 398 preachers ..... ... ... ... ... ...... ........ ...... 11 

2. Received on trial with five other.~, one of whom is Robel't 
Perry. 3 No preacher sent out of th ~ Union 
without his consent-rase volunteers-His ft'elings 
in the forest of B:ack RiYer ...... ..... ......... ...... ...... 18 

... Progress of the work and numbers 5 Names of eight 
circllits, and nine laborers ....•.... ..... ......... ........ .... 19 

I). Coate's parentage, previo ~s labors, remarkable talents, 
Buccess ani beauty of person-" Th{~ handsome pail'" 
-Talents for writing.. ...... ...... ....... ......... ......... 20 

'I. Next in seniority-Keeler's small beginning and pro
gress-Voice. 8. Propable Cause of rt:tiring for a 
time-When received again-Extent of ORwegotchie 
in 1802-Niaga'a and Long Point. ...... ......... .. ...... 21 

9, Causes of his long absence ftom his family, and their 
great trials........ ...... ...... ...... ...... ............... ......... 22 

1(). rrwo breth:en of equal years-Ryan, Celtic, boxer, size, 
appearance, strength.o .. 0 ............... ,. •••• .. •••• ......... 23 

i 1. Where a local preacher-Spicer's incid~nt. 12. Energy 
of charader had won him fame-Another reason -for 
being sent to Canada. ...... ............. ............ ......... 24 

\.;. Where the previous five years had been spent. Hed. 
ding's testimony-His circuit .................. :,... ...... 25 

H Daniel Pickett-When received and whe e he had la-
bor d. The writer's remembrance ........ ...... ......... 26 

[.'t. Subjects in pairs-Two three-years' men-Ba.ngs and 
Madden. 16. Nathan Bangs' birth-place and early 
hi tory. Started for the wilds of Canada, llay, 1799. 
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l'A.RJ.G~~:~n{'y_Ox_sled_ Buffalo _ Private library-Rev. 
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Wooster ............................................................ 40 

34. James Coleman, birth and parentage. Monongahela-Ig
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REV ,\VILLIAM CASE, 
AND 

II I S COT E 1\1 P 0 It A R I E S. 

BOOK FIRST. 

MATTERS BEFORE MR. CASE'S ENTRANCE ON THE 
ITINERANCY. 

1. On tbe twenty-seventh day of Au~ust, 1780, in the 
'Qwn of Swansea, ou the lIIassachnsetts sea-board, an event of 
much importance to two countries, the State of New York, 
{lut especially Canada, occurred, in the birth of a child, who 
was to do much in his own person for their religious and 
consequently material interests, hut more by influencing 
otbers, being destined largely to sway and direct. That 
ifldividual was the late REVEREND AND VENERABLE WILLIAM 
CASE, "TilE FATIIER OF INDIAN }hSSIIlNS IN CANADA." 

~. His parents, it is surmised, belon:;ed to that closs of 
small farmers who then constituted the mass of New-England's 
rural population. From the best information we con get, the 
elder lIfr. Case was a man in only moderate circumstances. 
We would have been glad to t.ell how far his son's futuro 
"onrse was intlucneed by the moral and mental character of 
tbe parents, but have to confess ourselves without the desired 
information. 

3. How much of his BOYHOOD was spent in bis Eastern 
birth-place, has 1l0t been ascertained. So also we are denied 
the pleasure of presenting those early out-croppings of future 
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cbarnQter so interesting to the curious, and which justify tbe 
oft-repeated adage, tbat "the boy is father to the man_" It 
i;; surmised at least, however, that his stay in that country 
must have covered his scbool-going day". New-England 
then, as well as now, was in advance of all other parts of the 
Americau Union, and of many other places besides, in the 
matter of common schools, and William gave evidence tbat 
he had received a good common ,ehool edncation, by following 
the occupation of school-teaclling in yonth j by his ability to 
write printable letters nnd perform the duties of Secretary of 
Conference while yet young in tire ministry, acbievements 
utterly beyond the reach of many of his brethren in that 
day, notwithstanding they preached well; and by tbe interest 
he evinced both in primary and academical education during 
tbe "hole of bis ministry, embracing some part of it limes 
when education was neglected and decried by many. 

4_ As his children were somewhat numerous, William's 
father removed his family, it is thought, before the time of 
bis Bon's majority, from the less productive .oil and smallel' 
farms of the" Old Bay State" to the more fertile lands of 
Central New York, then covered wilh a dense and almost 
boundless forest. Tbe Rev_ Dr. George Peck gave it as hi .. 
opinion to tbe writer that tbe family settied first in the "townry 
(township") of Cbatham, between Albany and Springfield. 
Tbirty years afterwards we found relat.i .. es of Mr. Case 
scattered from Sebenectady to Newark on the Erie Canal. 
In this region any man wbo ef>uld wield an axe would BOOO 

clear broad acres tor himself. Here no doubt thi. young man 
acquired tbose babits of toil and of submisshn to- privation 
.. bich answered such important ends to bim in his after couroe. 

5. William's arrival at manhoo I found him there amid tile 
inspiring grandeur of forest scenprv j the rude and boisterouB 
activities of frontier life; and th" primal elements of what is 
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no\~ one of the richest parts of the .1 Empire State." WE 
have learned pretty directly that William's youth was 
characterized by .1 wildness," and that his amiable heart and 
handsome person exposed him to some dangers from which he 
did not wholly escape. 

6. The American Republic had now existed twenty years. 
In tbat very short time, her population had been wonderfully 
augmented in the frontier States-from natural increase and 
foreign immigration, pushing its surplus members we~tward; 
or, rather, while tbe less adventurous reruained in the older 
settlements, the more enterprising and adventurous tried their 
fortunes in the attempt to found new Ones. 

7. Many of these pioneers spread themselves in Western 
Virginia, Western Pennsylvania,-and further into the great 
valley of the Mississipi, laying the foundation of tbe now 
mighty States of Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, and Tennessee, 
while others reclaimed the wilderness parts of New York, and 
tbence went on north-westward into the then territory of 
Michigan. 

8. Immediately cn the recognition of American Indepen
dence, the adherents of tbe Royal cause in the revolutionary 
struggle, the sturdy old UNITY OF THE EMPIRE LOYALISTS, 
from choice or necessity, withdrew from the territories of the 
new Republic, fen thousand of them seeking homes in the 
wilds of Canado, locating themselves along the dividing waters 
from Montreal westward along the St. Lawrence, Bay Quinte, 
Lake Onta:'io, Niagara River, Lake Erie, and Detroit River, 
to the foot of St. Clair. They co~sted the entire way in row
boats, trailing them up the rapids of the St. Lawrence by 
main 'Strength, as draught animals did in after years; or carried 
their effects on pack-horses through the wilderness which 
intervened between their abandoned dwellings in the old 
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colonieR and the country of their future homes. The toil~ 
and sufferings of their journey were incredible; and after 
their arri,'al at their journey's end, their labors and privations 
were ~rcat for many years. At first their milling was done 
by hand, or the grain was ground in steel" hand millEi," 
furnished, along with three J cors' provisions, by the Govern· 
ment, one for each township, and after water-mills were built, 
they often coasted from fifty to a hundred miles to bave tbeir 
grinding done. Or, where the distance was not so greut, their 
grain and flour were carried for many miles npon their Lacks. 

9_ But these ardent minded and enduring men under both 
Go't'ernment~, must have the ordinances and control1ing iTlflu~ 

enccs of the Chri:5tian religion, or their very energy of charac

ter will work tbeir overlbrow, How are tbey to be provided 
with those ordinances 1 'Vhere sball the preacher, be found, 
qualified in sufficient nnmbers, or with the required rapidity. 
to follow up this everflowing stream of human existence in 
its north and westward COUrse 1 How shall the .upply be 
kept up to the demand 1 Who shall defray the cost of their 
education, and their outfit when educated 1 'Vho pay the ex. 
penses of their j ,urnoy 1 And who support them in adequate 

l'espectabiiity and comfort t'J comport with their dignity and 
refinement when one has been settled in each locality? 'Vho! 
Certainly not the new settlers themselves, whose thoughts aDd 
energies are too much occupied with the toils and shifts 
necessary to procure a ~canty sQbsistence. The very sam 

reason rui~ht be alleged why they have not the means, if tbey 
cnuld be supposed to have the dispositiun, which few of them 
had, to secure so de.irable yet so expensive an object. ADd, 
whatever may be said for the dispasition and tte ability of 
those in the older settlements of the Continent to conceive and 
carry out a scherue "0 1'ast and good, tbey certainly neith .. r 
effected Dar projected a .. " <uch work. 
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10. In thi& unparalleled and unprovided.for stote of things, 
it pleased an overruling Providence to make the necessary 
provision, and that the vel'y hest, considering the peculiar 
character of the case, for the rcligious wa n Is of the pioneer 
settlers. He is not only ahout to provide them'< Pastors after 
His own heart," but pastors after the people's heart a180-
men who can sympathise with the class of persons to be 
benefited-in tastes, and share with them in hardships. 

11. Two tiny slips from the yet young and vigorous st"ck 
of lIiethodism in Europe werc transplanted into America" 
soil, in 1766, apart from each other, the onc by the Hecks and 
Embury in the city of New York, the other by Robert Straw
bridge ill Maryland. In 1769, the first two Itinerant Lay 
Preachers were sent over by Wesley himself. Two years 
afterwards two more were sent by the same anthority. Sub
sequently, other European Preachers camc over, eitber by 
authority or at their own instance. At the outbreak of the 
Revolutionary war, or soon after, all those preachers returned 
to Britain, or entered the ministry of the different churches 
of the land, except the inviolable and indomitahle Asbury, 
who marshaled the native American Preachers raised up 
in the conntry, of wbom there were now a score or more, and 
led them on amid the din of war in a bloodless but more glori
ousconflict-a conflict, too, which was crowned with victorics. 
They reported, at the close of the war, no less than fourteen 
Ihou&and, nine hundred, and eighty.eight members in their 
widely.scattered societies. 

12. In 1783, the Independence ,'f the U nited S~ates was 
acknowledgJld. In 1784, the En;;lish bierarchy for the 
Colonies being overthrown, and the Episcopal Ohm'ch itself 
being in a state of complete disorg"llization, Wesley sent over 
the Rev. Dr. Coke to organize the American Methodist Socie-
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ties into a compact connexion, with the style and all the 
applianees of a Church. The Methodist Episcopal Church 
in the United States ,,'as thc result. Great good attended 
this meo>ure. r p to 1790, however, the labors and suecosses 
of the new church had been confined to the country south of 
the city of Xew York, with the exception of the city of Albany 
and a few intermediate places on the nudson. 

13. About the year just mentioned, or a little be!'ore, 
Freeborn Garr(t/son, "ith " band of ardent young preacbers, 
was commisbioned by Bishop Asbury to introduce Methodism 
into the country up the North Hiver, east and west, as far 
north as Lake Champlain. Six circuits were the fruits 01 
the first year's effurt" extmding from N~w Rochelle to the 
Lake above named. One of his nine youn" men was DILrilt8 
Dunham, a name afterwards celebrated in Canada. 

14. In many of the new settlemcnts in which the gospel 
was introduced by the lIlethodists, siDce the organization of 
the American lIIethodist Church, the first laborers who 
prepared the way for the regular Itinerants, were priviltc 
members of the church, or local pleachers, who had emigrated 
from older place" in common with others, and who when they 
arrived at their new homes, with a zeal which cbaracterized 
all Methodists in that doy, sought the spiritual good of their 
neighbors, by holdin~ prayer meetings, exhor1ing, and preach .. 
ing as they were able. This was particularly true of Canada. 
among whose early settlef', whether "U. E.'s," discbarged 
soldiers, or immigrants from the old country, there were 
several Methodists. Thus ill 1i80, "a lIIetbodist local 
preacher, named Tuffy, commissary of the 44th regiment, 
came to Quebec," and preached in that city while hie regiment 
remailledthere.In1785. the Hecks, SOlDe of the Emburys. 
and John Lawrence, settled in Augusta, anu held Do class-
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meeting among themselves. In 1788, C,,1. Neale, of whom 
more hereafter, preached and formed a clafs near Niagara; 
nnd Lyons, an exborter from tbc States, and McCarty, a 
converted Irishman, a Whitfield Methodist, held meetings 
under many difficulties in the Bay of Quinte country, until 
McCarty waS made away with in a mysterious manner. 
These partienlars are to be found in Playler's History. 

15. In }790, the never-to-be-forgotten William Losee, not 
succeeding to the satisfaction of his ardent mind on tho 
Champlain cireuit, to which he had been sent at the beginning 
of the previous Conference year, and being on an elevation 
where he could look down into the valley of the St. Lawrence, 
and having, furthermore, relations in the British Province 
which comprehended that valley, as well as possessing early 
proclivities towards the British Government, asked leave to 
explore that country, and received permission from Bishop 
Asbury, or Elder Garrettson, If to range at large" for the 
ensuing Conference year, (1790-91)_ He crossed the St. 
Lawrence, certainly somewhere below lIIatilda, (and probably 
as far down as St. Regis), for he preached in Matilda on his 
,yay westward, also in all acces~ible places as far up as the Bay 
of Quinte. The first person known to be converted through 
tho instrumentality of his preaching was a yonng relative or 
tbo l>reaeher, a Jushua Losee, wbo found the peace of God 
while wrestling in an agony of prayer in a lumber shanty one 
Sunday, while his fellow workmen were away. This was on a 
point of land on the American side of the river; and bO great 
was bis rapture, that, to use his own lanciu.ge relative to his 
exstacy, .. You might have heard me bhJut ac,'oSS tbe St. Law
rence." Another of' his early converts in that township was 
an i~norant, wicked young man named Joseph BlOuse, known 
maay YJars afterwards among the people as "U ncle Joe Brouse." 
lie was struck by the power of God while in the act of making 



8 CAS"!:, AND 

der;sion in a religious meeting, in answer to Losee's praycr, 
who, on seeing his misconduct, lifted his eyes and hands to 
heaven and cried ont, "Smite him, my God I lily God. 
smite him I" He fell like a bullock und~r the stroke of the 
butcher's axe, and writhed on the floor in agony. until the Lord 
in mercy set his soul at liberty. Other early converts in that 
region were, Michael Carman, Peter Brollse, and John Vau
Camp. Farther up, Losee found a people prepared fOI :he 
Lord. Paul and Barbara Heck, among the primal foundel":! 
of the New York Methodist Society, as also John Lawrence, 
who had married the cclebrated Philip Embury's widow, and 
Samuel Embury, Philip's son, who became the first leader of 
that class, as we have elsewhere shown, wcre now in the 
township of Augusta, in the ncighborhood of the •. Big Creek," 
since 1785. 'l'he leading subject of our treatise, ;lIr. Case, 
no mean authority, says of the then religious state of the 
Province :-" The only ministers in the country, I believe, 
were Rev. lllr. Bethune, of the Scotch Church, in Lanca~ter, 
Rev. )Ir. Stuart, of Kingston, Mr. Langhorn, of Bath, and 
~Ir. Addison, of Niagara. Perhaps there was a Lutheran 
minister in the Dutch settlement in Matilda. and another at 
the nay of Quinte. Besides these, I cannot learn there were 
any others; so that the settlements from the Lower Canada 
line to Fort Malden, a distance of about 450 miles, were mostly 
without religious instruction; and throughout all those settle
ments religious feelings were found among the few, and f~wer 
still attended tu the religious duties of family devotion. 
Some families there were who had been member~ of Mr. 
'Vosley's society in Ireland. The names I recollect are DetIor, 
Heck, Embury, Dulmage, and Lawrence. Some of these 
helonged to the first Methodist society in X ow York." 

16. The next year, 17D1-~, the memorable year of the 
venerable 'Vesley's death, and the ycar of the enactment of 
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the Oonstitutional Act for Upper Canada, William Losee 
received a regular de"ignation in the Minutes of the New 
York Conference to" Kingston/ 1 big circuit standing in con. 
nection wilh the renowned Jesse Lee', first New England 
district! Tbe Confer~nce which appointed him sat in Albany, 
New York, May 26, 17al. ~o soon as the ice woull bear 
his hone, he crossed the dividing waters at Cape Vincent, 
baving come through a trackless wilderness, a journey of 
weeks. lIe soon organized a circuit around the sbores of 
the Bay of Quin te, not forgetting to visit his friends along the 
banks of the St. Lawrenee, and, we have a riciht to believe, 
those in the Niagara eountry also. 

17. About the same period of which we are writing, Metho
dism entered what is called the" Lake Country," so called from 
its comprising several beautiful collections of water, severally 
from ten to thirty miles in length, most of them designated 
by euphonious Indian names, such as Owasco, Cagugll, 
Seneca, Onondaga, Canand,ligua, and the like. This southern 
side of the Sta te of New York was reached by the pioneer 
itinerants from Pennsylvania, through the valleys of W yarning 
and Susquehanna. Thus was the country in which the Case 
family resided, ber.oming gradually surrounded, and perme
ated by religious inlluenc" through the instrumentality of 
Methodism. 

18. ·We are sorry Mr. Case kept no journal, or at least that 
none has come into our hands. This, with his prevailing 
silence with regard to himself. has left u~ in ignorance of the 
human instrument, anJ the particulars of the great turning 
point in his life, namely, his "translation out of the kingdom 
of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son." lIe simply 

says in his JUBII,EE SERlfO~, "I was converted in Fehruary, 
1803." He was then twenty-three years of age. From some 

B2 
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vague recollections of circumstances casually recited by thoBe 
who had knowledge of those carly times, the author received 
the impression that his newness of life in Christ be~an in a 
revival, which imparted coincidently the Same blessing 
to several other young men in the vicinity, who also entered 
the ministry, some of whose names will occur ai his coadjutor! 
in the work befure we have done. 

19. Methodism in that stage of its progress and history 
waS characterized by glowing enthusiasm and tireless activity. 
Every partielc of talent among its votaries was called into 
immediate and constant requisition. In two short years after 
his conversion, namely, in 1805, Mr. Case had passed through 
the subordinate grades of exhorter (then thought to be an 
indispensable preliminary link, and very justly, in view of tbe 
general rawneES of the candidate"), and local preacher, and 
was reeommendell to the N ew York Conference, which then 
compri,ed the whole of tbe State of New York, some adjacent 
parts of New England. and the whole of Upper and Lower 
Canada, in which Provinces, particularly the former, he was 
to spend the greater part of his life. 

20. It will he our duty to devote a paragraph or two to 
the religious state of that country to which he was about to 
repair, Methodistically considered at least. And here, as 
our work is so lJrgcly bio~raphical, we must preseot what we 
have gleaned relative to tbe first agent whose time while in 
the Province was exclusively devoted to the plantation 01 
Methodism. 

21. Where Vlilliam Losee was born, or brougbt up, 
curious as we may feel about the pioneer-preacher, we have 
not the means of determinin~. 'fhe first information we havt 
of him is in the General American Minutes of his having been 
" receivet! on trial " for the ministry. 'fhis was at the com. 
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illtlllCCnlcllt of th~ COllference year 1789-90. The session of 
Conference took place in the city of New York, May 2Sth, 
1789. II" was enrolled among Gnrrettson's pioneer band of 
young men, and designated t3 " Lake Champlain," along with 
David Kendall, as his senior colleague. The next year his 
name appears in tbe Minutes among th08e "Continued on 
trial," but it does not appear as appended to any station, nor 
docs his last year's circuit appear, at le~st by that name. It, 
was during the Conference year, beginning October thefollrth" 
1790, that he was allowed to "range at large," and came on 
the exploring tour to Canada above described. Hc crossed, as 
we have surmised, at St. Regis, passing up the north.western 
branch of the St,. Lawrellce, preaching in Matilda-cheering, 
mayhap, by the way the little coterie of German-Irish Metho· 
dists, the Hecks, and Lawrences, and Emburys, in the· 
township of Augusta, beyond the " Big Creek "-and going 
on to re-animate the adherents of Lyons and :M:cCarty in the 
"Bay country." 

22. Losee has been described as being at thc period at 
which we write, about twenty-eight years of age, rather tall 
lind actlve,-~nd, despite a sbrivelled arm, an agile and 
fearless horseman, usually riding upon the gallop. As a 
preacher he was more IIORTATORY than expository. He was 
impassioned, voiuble, fearless, and denunciatory, cutting deep 
and closely, and praying God to ., smite sinners \" He was, 
probably, more awakening than consolatory; an(more of a 
John the B~ptist, with a temporary, preparatory mission, 
tban one adapted to build up a permanent cause, as the issue 
will most likely show. 

23. His l.burs the first year, seem to have resulted in very 
-extensively signed petitions, which were forwarded by his own 
baud to the Conference wbich sat in New York, May 20th, 
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17!l1, asking for his re-appoiutment. The prayer of these 
petitions was ;;ranted, and he was re.appointed-entering 
the l)rovince, ns we have seen, by crossing the ice EO soon uS 

it would bmr his bor.e, which he had not brought with him 
in his first journey,--baving traversed the forests of' tbe 
Black River conntry,gui<led by the tributaries of the Mohawk, 
till he "urmoun~ed the water-shed hetween the two great val
leys; and then traced tbose of the Black River to it mouih. 

24. IIis circuit was nameJ from the thcn village of Kings
ton. It included all the settlements, fifty or sixty miles each 
way, east and west from Kingston. lIe rcported to Confer
ence at the end of the year, at least five classes, 80me of which 
he organized for the first time, and otbers he may have only 
re-organized, having substantially existed beftfre. They woult! 
rank, perhaps, according to priority, as follow ;-" Augusta 
class first, the Niagara class second, Adolphnstown tbird, 
though the first regularly formed," next Earnestown, and 
lastly l"redericl,sburgh; these included 10;; merubers. 

25. Tbe next year, he and Darius Dunham, were appointed 
to supply the work in Cauada, aud it was divided into two 
cir~uits, Cataraqui and Osu:egotchie, both of then, d.signated 
by formidable Indian names. Catara'lui Was used ir.ter
changeably with K.ille~ton7 as the form('r was the ancient nume 
of the place; and Oswegatchie was named from a river and 
fort on the American .ide of the St. Lawrence, ncar wilero 
Ogdensburgh now stauds, bearing that nallie-although the 
labors of the preacbers were bestowed on the Callad. side. 
Dunham had special charge of the former circuit, Losee of 
the latter; yet, as Mr. D. alone was in full ministerial oruers, 
he probably sometimes exchanged with the ~ther for tbe 
purpose of dispensiug the ordinances. At the close of this 
year, 255 members \vere returned for Cataraqui, and 90 for 
the other-34fl in alT. 
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26. These men and their circuits disappear from the list of 
appointments in 1793-4. Dunham and the country appear 
again. but Lo ... e nevel·. 'Vh"t became of the wel/·remem
bered pruto.preacher of Canada 1 Play tor gives an answer at 
oncc frank and touching, and likely authentic. W c will not 
Illar his ac~ount :-" The cause was never published except in 
convcrsation. It reflects no shame on the man, and yet 
thereby he WaS unable to perform the duties of his .bliGe. 

'1'0 give the light in this connection is better than to leave the 
matter in darkness, and to allow scope for speculation or 
8uspiciun of after writers, and of future prying i[)C}uisiti\'e~ 

ness. He was the subject of that soft but powel'full'aShion of 
our nature, which some account our weakness a.nd others our 
Ilreatest happiness. Piety and beauty were seen connected 
in female form then as wcll a. now, ill this land of woods and 
waters, snows and burning heat. In the family of one of his 
hearers, and in tl,e vicinity of the Napanee river, where he 
formed the third society, lVas " maid of no little moral and 
personal atlractions. Soon his uttention waS attracted; soon 
the seed of love implanted in his bosom; and 50011 it germin· 
ated and bore outward fruit. In the interim of suspense, as 
to whether he shonld g-ain thp. person, anotber preacher caIll< 
On the circuit" (his senior ill office, Dunham), "visits the same 
dwelling, is attracted by tho same fair object, and finds in his 
heart tbe same passi"n. The two seck the same person. One 
IS absent 011 the river St. Lawrence, the other frequents the 
blest habitation never out of mind. One, too, is deformed; 
the other, a person of desirahle appearance. Jealousy crept 
iu with love; but at last the preference was given, and disap. 
pointment like a thunderbolt overset the mental balance 01 

the first itinerant missionary of Canada. lIe became enlireiy 
unfitted for the constant and laborious dutics of his ministry. 
His condition was doubtless made known to the Bishop, who 
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Rindly and quietly dropped bim from the itinerant lis1. After 
the balance of his mind wes restored. he left the Province. 
rl'turned to the United States, and after a time he engaged 
in tradc in a small way in the city of New York,"-an 
indorious terminal ion, rather, of a her, ic career. The writer 
ha: personally heard tradition confirmatory of Mr. P:ayter's 
account; nor does he wonder that these aruent, and not too 
much experienced young men, were so smitten with one, in 
) outh. who whcn the writer saw her, at the age of sixty, wa" 
8till fascinating-much as he deplores the result to poor LOdee. 
He did not, however, wholly cease to be useful, but continued 
to preach in a local sphere, and after somc years, retumed tn 
visit hi. friends in the Bay conn try, and gave them some 
urousing sermon~. 'Vo return from thi8 episode, and resume 
the thread of our brief annals. 

~7, Dunham and the local lahorers, several of whom, such 
as Roblin, German, and tbe Steels, had been raised up, 
probably laboured On rlurinp; the Conference year of 1793-4, 
as the numbers at the close of that ypar, for the two 
circuits, the .< Lower" and tbe .< Midland," as they _are 
called, stood at ~32. 

28, Three preachers appear in the Minutes of 1794-5, 
for Canada, namely, the "Elder," Darius Dunham, and 
James Coleman, specially designated to the "Lower Cir
cuit," and Elijah Woolsey to the <. Upper." In 1795, tbere 
is a return of three Circuits-tbe Oswegatchie, tbe Bay of 
Quinte, and Niagara, with 483 members. Four preachers 
are appointed for the Conference year 1795-6, S!llUanU8 
Keeler being employed in addition to the names given for 
the l'revious year, In 1796, they return 474 membal's. 
Keeler is di>continued, Woolsey removed, and Samuel Coate 
and Hezckiah O. Wooster, usually known as .< Calvi" 
Wooster," sent in their places, In 1797, they return 795 



HIS COTEMPORARIES. 15 

members, but we eanuot find the stations for Canada, or tbe 
appointments maue at the Conference, although the ministers 
appear iu the list of" elders," anu are stationed in no other 
port of tbe work. Most likely the sa.ne Illen were on the 
same ~round as the year before. TVooster was in Canada we 
know, and a great revival of tbe work of God took place under 
bis labours. It began in the spread of sanctification among 
the members. No wondcr, therefore, that the published reo 
turns for the next Conference, gave 899 members for Canada. 
At the Conferencc of 1798, Dunham, Samuel Coate, and Cole
man were continued; Wooster went home to die in glorious 
triumph; and Michael Coate, a brother to Samuel, took hi, 
place in the Province. They report a decrease of thirty, the 
first reported for Canada, the result of the 'siftin,!:(' after the 
revival, in 1797. Still they have the goodly number of 869. 
At that Confe.rence Michael Coate removes, and Joseph 
Jewell comes on, to take cbarge of the whole as ., Presiding 
Elder." The next COllference, held in New York, June 19, 
1800, they have doubled the cape of another hundred, and 
report 996 members. At that ('onference, Dunham locates, 
having travelled twelve years; Samuel Coate goes out of the 
country; Keeler is called out again; and four new names 
appear in the Canada fielU, namely, Joseph Sawyer, Wiiliam 
Anson, James Ifenoon, and Daniel Pickett, seven labourers 
in all. A st.ronger staff thau the Province ever had before. 
They return at the Conferenc" of 1801, as members 1,159 
sou18, an incre",c of 163. The Conferenoe distributes the 
work into five Circuits, and mannd them with Jewell, Samutl 
Draper, Sawyer, Sell. Croweli, Keeler, Pickett, Anson, Jas. 
Aildns, John lWhinson, and Caleb Afol'ris-five new names, 
and ten in all. They report in 1802, fifteen hundred and 
two members. At that Conference, Jewell, Robinson, 
l:'ickptt, Sawyer, Keeler, and Crowell, remain in the Canada 
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wor1.:; and Thomas lrf"dden, Peto' VUl'1lle.,{,lI'Utltan hangs. 
and N. U. Tmnkin8, take the places of tbose whose names W~ 
mi8s. In 1803, they report an increase, and the number 
stands at a round sixteen hundred. This year, hut lIine 
luborers are appointed by the Cunference, although tbere 
may have been another under the Presiding Elder. Jewdl 
removes, and tbe District is intrusted to Robinson, who 
proved himself scarcely worthy of tbe trust, us we sball see 
in the sequel. Keeler, Sawyer, Bangs, and Madden are still 
on the ground, and we welcome Samuel Howe, Reuber! 
IIarr;s, and Luther Bishop, who are strangers. Although 
tbeir standard-bearer has showed faintness, they present at 
the Conference of 1804, an increase of fifty-nine-total, 
1,G40. 

29. Now, a joyful event occurs to tbe Methodists in tbe 
Province; Samuel Coate, wbo is so favourably known to our 
readers, takes tho District, and marshals under him, on seven 
circuit~, nine good men and true, among whom we read one 
name new to us, but now known to fUllle; this is no other 
than the then rising "1£.,1'/;" Ruter, afterwards Do,tor Ruter. 
llarris is gODe, but Anson, always acceptable, is back again. 
They report at tbe Conference of 1 ~05. which is the real 
starting point of our biograpbic history, sevellteen hundrea 
and eighty-seven lllembers. Hencefortb, 'we liust give fulleJ 
particulars. 
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alS SPECIAL FIELD, AND !'ELLOW-LAllORERS, WIlEN lIE 

ENTERED IT, .WITH SO~E THINGS RETROSPECTIVE. 

1. We have already passed our hero through the inferior 
grades of Exhorter and Local Preacher, [tbrough wbich 
latter stage bis transition must have been shO! t; for he used 
to say be had but two sermons when he took tbe itinerant 
field,] aod we bave seen I,im reeOlllmended to the Conference 
to be received on trial for the regular ll1inbtry. The seat. 
of the New York Conference for IS0.3, was Ashgrovc, in the 
northern part of the State, near Lake Champlain, which 
bad been colonized largc~Y1 in 177U, by some immigrants 
from tbe original New York Society, tbe IIecks and 
Emburys, who resided there till the breaking out of the 
Revolution, (when they removed to Canada, they being 
destined to be the planters of Methodism bere as in two 
several places besides,) long before the intermediate country, 
between Ashgrove and the City, had received the teaehin~s 
of'lIIet,hodism. Thus was it long a spiritual oasis in a wido 
motal desert. It was at tbe period of which we write" 
(1805) Methodistically eansidered, so strong and important' 
as to give name to a Presiding Elder's District, and to be 
ahle to accommodate the assembled members of' a large 
Andual Conference, emhracing 308 preachers in all. 

2. Thither our young candidate for tbe honors and 
hardships of the itinerancy, wended his way. The rccolll-
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mendation for his reception was favorably elltertained, and 
he was reeeiveel on trial, with five other~, one of whom, 
Ro~ert l'errli, a Canadian, was destined for a time to be an 
immediate coadjutor; vut of him more anon. 

3. It seems to have been a rule witb the Bishop to .end 
no preacher out of the Union "ithout his consent; but within 
it, no man waS consulted about his appointment, but was 
usually in blissful ignorance of it until he heard his name 
read out at the close of the C::onfcrcnce--perhaps for some 
place of which he had never before heard. A call was, there· 
fore, made for volunteers for Canada, and Castl offered I,imself. 
and was fippointed to the nay of Quinte. It was not without 
emotion, though, that he set off for .nd proseeuteel his journey 
to his for distant field tf labour. Let his own glowin, 
language, uttered fiity years afterwards before the Conference, 
in London, C. W., speak for bim :-" I beg to rdate an 
incident which eceurred in my journey to this country. It 
was while travelJin<! through the forests of the Black River. 
As I was drawing near to the field of my future labor, I felt 
more and more deeply impressed with the imparlance of my 
mission, and my insufficiency for preaching to a people "Ircady 
well instructed; as yet but a boy; only about two years since 
my conversion; devoid of min;'terial talents as I IV"S of a 
beard; I feared, on account of my incompetency, th.lt I 
should not be received in a strange land. So strong were the 
emotions of my beart that I dismounted anel sat down, and 
wept and prayed. 'Vhile tbus weeping, these words were 
spoken to me in words that I could not misunderstand: ' I 
will go before thee-will prepare the hearts of the people to 
receive thee; and tbou sbalt have fathers and muthers and 
children iu that land.' " Such was the trembling commence. 
ment of an honorable and succe.sful career. 
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4. The work had so far progressed in this conn try, since 
,he period when Losee first entered it, that it now comprised 
eight Circuits, beoiJes ~lontreal, which had been oc~upied by 
Ruter the previous year, and which, though not mentiuned, 
it is surmised, was the residence and special charge of tbe 
presiding Elder during the year on which we aro now enter
ing. The membersbip, we have seen, was seventeen hundred 
and eighty-seven. 

5. The names of tbe eight Circuits above mentioned, wit). 
the Preacher. by whom they were respectively supplied were 
as follow :-

Long Point-Luther Bishop. 
Niagara-Gershom Pearse. 
Yunge Street--Daniel Pickett. 
Smitl,'s Creek-Thomas i)1adden. 
Bay of Quinte-Henry Ryan, Wm. Ca,e. 
Oswegotchie-Rylvanus Keeler, Nathan Bangs 
Ottawa-Robert Perry. 

These nine laborers were presided over by the celebrated 
f>ilmuel Coale. Allow me to introduce the reader to each 
one of these, i)Ir. Case's fellow-labourers. 

G. MR. COATE, who stands at the he:1d of the host, i. the 
oldest in the work (although it is probable not the clde.t 
man), having been received on trial in 1704, while he was 
immeasurably above the rest in personal appearance, natural 
eloquence, and in educational and polite accompli.hlllents. 
He was a native of Burlington, Ncw Jersey, of respectable 
Quaker parentage, who embraced Methodism, alld were tbo 
first to welcome ils teachers to their neighborhood. His 
appointments before he came to Canada, were Flauders, in 
thA State of New York, and Albany, wbere he had been in 
charge. Then came his first four years in Canada, a period 
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which embraced bis palmiest day.. During this time he lVas 

unboundedly popular and uncommonly meful. He 1'1"08 

evidently a very extraordinary pe,"on for such a day and 

country. He sl"."ept like a meteor over t1,e land, and "pell

~ound the a,tonished ~aze of the wonderill~ nelV settlers. 

Nor was it astonishment alone he excited. He was the 
heaven·anointed and successful ilistruillent of the conl"ersion 

of hundreds. His success in the early part of his career was 
truly Whitfieldian. lIe had entered Canada, as we have 
seen, in 17%, where he had labored to the close of thc Can· 
terence year, 17J!), 1800, alternating on its two fir>t formed 

CircI,its. I1is stations during his time of absence frolU the 
Province, had been varied a"d respectable. In 1800 he lwei 

been stationed in Burlington, N. J., his native place; in 1801 
he was in charge of P:liladelphia; in 1802 he IV s sent to 
tbe city of Baltimore, the garden of Methodism, in company 
with 5ueh celebrities as JoslJUu Well~, Laurence McCombs, 
and Nicbolas Snethen. \Vo have seen that one year before 

our present date, that i9 in 1804, he bau been sent back to 
Canada, wbere he bad (previously, I think,) formed matri· 

monial connections. "" lIIiss Dulmage, one of the fair 
u::l.llghters of the German-Iri~h stock, had won his heart to 
herself, and to her country; on which aceonnt, no doubt, he 
was tile more easily persuaded to return and tako charge of 
tl,e w0rk in tili, new country. This lady the writer sa,,· 
several times; and, although it was the afternoon of life witb 
hcr then, he nevertheloss Frceil'ed the remains of that beauty 
which in youth, alongside of her sprightly lJUsband, ju,tifieu 
the terms, "THE ILl.>lDso.\lE PAl"." This quotation is from 
Playter, who says of Coate, "He wore long hair, which 

flowed down on his s!lOuluers itl ~raccful curk" \Vhatever 
classical attainments he lllay, or may not have had, he waS 

no doubt an accomplished English scholar. His skill in 
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renmansbip would be marvelous in tbis day-but more of 
this herelftcr. Anyone who reads Mr. Playtcr's history, 
which we by no means wisb or expect to supcrsede, will find 
that Coate wa~ the sound divine and skilful polemic, as wcll 
as the impressivc preacber. The writer remembers reading 
the book in answer to the Rov. Robt. nlcDowell. on the 
Calvinion Controversy, and how much he was impressed with 
its acumen and force. Here we leave him for the present. 

7. The next in seniority after Coate was 8VLV ANU~ 

KEELER, although a very dissimilar man. H~ was converted 
aud raised up into the Ministry in Canada, in Elizabeth
town, not many miles from where Brockvil~e now .tands. He 
had no advantages of education in early life j and when he 
fi .. t began to speak in pnblic, it is said, he could scarcely 
read his bymn. But by private study he "0 far surmounted 
this defect as to become possessed of tolerable attainments in 
English. He bad, moreover, cndowments natural and of 
divine bestowment, which went far to counterbalance the 
defects referred to. Hi, person was commanding and cven 
handsome. His Yoice, fur spealdng at ieast, was excellent; 
it was clear, melodiou~, and strong. The distanc.e at which 
the old people said he cauld be heard waS marvelous. His 
spirit and manners too were bland and engaging; and his 
zeal and fervor in his Master's canse knew no bounds, and 
Buffered no abatement to the last. 

S. He had been received on trial in 1795, ten years before 
Case entered the Province, and was that year appointed to 
the Bay of Quinte Circuit. From .'96 to '99, his name di.
appears from the Minutes. I t may be he retired for a timc 
from a sense of educational incompetency, or, more likely, 
from the ever recurring embarrassmen t, "from family COD

cernll," as they then phra"ed it; for he was encumbered 
with a domestic cbarge before entering tbe field. In 1800 
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he was received again, anll stationed where first appointed. 
five years before, nay of Quinte, where he remained two years, 
His former year's service counted for one in bis probation, 
so that in 1801, he was received into full connexion, tbe 
probatiou for deacon's orders being only two years. In 
1802 he was appointed to .. Oswegatchie" (which embraced 
his family residence,) .. and Ottawa," with Seth Crowell and 
Nehemiah U. Tomkins for colleaguc.. His Circuit must 
have extended from Gananoque to La Chute, iu Lower 
Canada, a distance of about two h'maTed rnilp-s, and as far 
North as there were any settlements. In 1803, his Circuit 
was Niagara and Long Point-extremities, you will say, 
wide apart I Yes, and made wider still by the indes~ribable 
difficulties then attending travelling. In 1804, we find him 
back on his old stamping ground. which, though not so wide 
as his previous years' field of labour, was yet wide cnough; 
it extended from Kingston, on both sides of tbe Bay. beyond 
Belleville, to the township of Sidney. And now, in 1805, 
we find him back at Oswegotcbie. disenculllbered of its 
awkward appendage. Ottawa-a proof tbat he had" hall our 
in his own count.ry, and among bis own kin." 

9. It seems he ncver found it convenient to remove his 
family to any of his Circuits, besides the one in which was 
his original home. He was often three months at a time 
from his faithful, ~ncouraging wife, and his family of small 
cbildren. The story of their destitution, and the shifts they 
were put to, to exi8t, in those seasons of destitution, might 
wring "tears from eyes. the most unused to weep." No 
wonder that his retnrn to them was always considered as a 
jubilee. When tbe time of his periodical visits drew near,. 
his little ones, as a son and daughter of his assured me long 
years afterwards with deep enlOtion, would mount the fence, 
and strain thdr eves to catch tbe first ~limpse of their re-
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turnir,g father, often for l1Ours, and even days, before his 
appearance. Such was one of the men of toil and suffering 
with whom (lase was henceforth to stand identified. 

10. Two brethren now present thcmselve~, of equal years 
in the Connexion-Henry Ryan and Daniel Piclecu. gYAN, 

the immediate colleague of Ca,e, is by far tIle greater lDan o~ 
'he two we are now to contemplate, and we will consider 
him first. The name Ryan indicated a Celtic origin, and 
he w," wry possibly of Roman Catholic parentage. He was 
11sually supposed to be an Irishman. Bisbop IIeddin~, who 
travelleJ with him at an early day, calls him a '. brave Irish· 
man." He was probably young wben he came to America, 
as we cvuld· never discover any Irish accent in his speecb. 
He probably spent, as appears Irom what i. to follow. hi" 
YOUthful days in either the city of New York, or Albany. 
He was heard, by an old Illall of the writer's acquaintance, to 
8ay, that before his conversion, he was what was then called, 
a t' Stage-boxer !'1 this, moreover, was a current opinion. 
And we know of no man who would have been more likely 
to succeed in that infamous calling than himself, had be 
tnrned his attention to it. and been trained for it, such was 
his courage, agility, and strength. This made his conversion 
to a life of holiness and useful neLS, all the gl'eater triumph 
of infinite mercy and grace. We do not like to hazard an 
ol.inion about his height, because, men 50 stout as he, are 
likely to appear shorter than they really are. IIe might have 
been five feet elp-ven-onc authority says he was six feet 
lIe was bony and muscular, but plump and compact. IIis 
complexion was dark-,head .and face massive-forehead 
rather projecting-his nose curved a little downwards-and 
his chin, which was a double one, with a dimple in the centre, 
curved upwards, towards the nose. He was very sprightly 
in his movements; he would start to his feet, when an old 
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man of bixty. and l'eginning to be corpulent" without ever 
putting his hands to bis chair. He was known in his prime 
to throw ordinary sized men over the enclosure of the Camp. 
ground, who were found disturbing the order and solemnity 
of the services within. There was no law for the protection 
of out-door worship in those days. but Ryan knew how to 
protect himself and his friends_ 

11, Ryan seems to have resided and exercised his gifts as 
" Local Preacher, in Duche,s County, which lies on tho 
east side of the Hudson, between Albany and New York, 
before he entered the itinerant work, and to have made him
self useful when secular business called him into other parts. 
A passage from thc allto-bio~raphy of the TIev. Tobias Spicer 
will confirm this statement. Mr. Spicer is speaking of a 
place in Warren County, ncar thc head waters of ,the 
Hudson Itiver. He says,-" About this time," (this was 
bcfore Garrettson'. pioneers had arrived there, years hefore 
Ryan became a travelling preacher,) "Henry Ryan, a 
ll'lethodist prencher, from Duche"" County, New York, came 
into the neighbourhood on business, and put up for a rew 
weeks with Mr. Samnei Crane. By means of his pocket 
Dible, the family discovered he was a Methodist preacher, 
and informed I1fr. Woodward tlmt there was a Methodist 

'preacher stopping with him. Immediately Mr. W. went 
over to see him; and after conversing with him awhile, and 
learning what lIIethodism really was, he invited him to 
preach in his house the next Sahbath_ To this I1Ir. Ryan 
consented, and his preaching brought new things to their 
ears-they had had no other thau Calvinistic preaching 
before." A Methodiet C'Ulse in th.t place was the immediate 
result of ~Ir. Ryan's visit, according to lIIr. Spicer. 

12. His native energy of character, under the controlling 



HIS COTEMI'ORARlES. 25 

influence of the graef; of God, of which he was then, no 
douht, largely a partaker, had won him fame in biB early 
ministry, and pointet! him out a" a suitable pioneer io a new 
aotmtry. Perhaps, too, his being a native-born British Bub
jRet was another reason for his going to Canada. 

13. The five years previous to his coming here had been 
~pent around Lake Champlain in the adjacent States ofVer
mont and New York, crossing into Lower Canada from time 
t() time in the prosecution of his work, where to this day his 
labors are pleasantly remembered by some of the very olUest 
inhabitants. The first two of these five yeOfs were spent in 
the Verginnes Circuit; the third on the Fletcher, both of these 
in Vermont; and the fourth and fifth on the Plattsburgh, in 
New York. In two out of these three Circuits he had remained 
two year", the longest period possible, and somewhat unusual, 
in that day, which spoke well for his acceptability and success. 
Happily f()r us, as to the Circuit on which he remain cd but 
one year, we have an acconnt of his labors from the pcn of his 
oolleague, who became a Bishop in the issue. Hedding says 
of Ryan, .. He was in that day a very pious man, a man of 
great lo\·e for the cause of Cilri,t, and great zeal in his work as 
a. minister. A man who laborcd as if the judgment thunders 
were to follow each sermon. Hc was sometimes ovcrbearing 
in the administration of discipline; but, with this exception, 
he performed his duties in every part of his work as faithru!ly 
liS any m . n I ever knew. He was very brotherly and kind 
to me-often speaking to me in a manner calculated to urge 
me on to diligence and fidelity in the grcat work. When we 
ruet in the place ()f intersection in the Circuit, hc would stlute 
me with his favorite exhortation. 'Drive on, brother I l;rivr 
"Oil I Drive the devil ()ut of the country I Drive him into the 
take and drQWD him 1'" The readel· might feel curious to know 

o 
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somethin~ of the Circuit as it then was travelled by t1lCse twa 
celebritie:. We give a description from the pen of Dr. 
Stevens :-" It comprehended all the State of Vermont be
tween the Green lIIountain, and JJ3ke Champl'lin. and required 
incredible tmvel and labor." More of Ryan's ehoracter and 
doings will be developed hereafter. Such was the man and 
his antecedents whom young Case was to have for his first 
Superintendent, and for several years subsequently as his 
I)residin~ Elder. But we turn to the man who, to usc a 
colleague's phrase (nlthou;!h they, alas, poor men! had neyer 
studied in college halls,) was of the same" graduating class " 
with himself. 

U. DANIEL PICKETT; as he was outside of the central 
Methodist body during the latter and larger part of his life, 
excepting a short interval, and exercised no very remarkahle 
influence while in it, must be despatched with brevity. As 
he spent all his itinerant life in the Oanada work, and ,ettlcc1 
in the country when out of the work, it is presumed that he 
IVOS raised up into it in Canada. He was recei"eJ on trial, as 
~ .. (' I"ve seen, in 1800, along with Rpn amI some others. 
ITis first Circuit was the'< Grand River," another name for the 
Ottawa, where he travelled also in 1803. IIe 1lJust have been 
an acceptable preacher from the first, 3S the writer knows him 
to have been twenty· eight years afterwards. VIe can confirm 
Mr. Playler's account from personal knowle~ge, namck that 
" he was well spoken of thirty years after bv the settlers" on 
the Ottawa. In 1801 he travelled tl)e Bay of Quinte, as the 
a88istant of Keeler; and in 1802, Nia.~ara, as John Robinson's 
assistant. Again, in 1804, he travelled the Niagara, with 
Long Point attached, having Luther Bishop for his assistant. 
He is at our present date (1805) on the Yonge Street Circuit 
nlone. The writer saw Mr. Pickett twenty-three years aftei--
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wards j he was then middle·sized and spare, sIIDrp-featured, 
aquiline-nosed, and baW-headed. He must hre been keen 
and sprightly when young, although a slow-spoken preacher 
when we knew him. Here we leave him for the present. 

15. Our subjects seem to corne in pairs. Again we llOve 
two Dlen of the some year-received in 1802. They aro 
llOW, therefore, ,: three ycars' mcn.,1 }.fcn of similnr standiug 

in this day would he considered mere embryos j hut theee wcre 
in deacon's orders, and had had those experiences wbich make 
men prematurely wi~e. TI,e,e are Nath"n Banes and Thoma, 
!!Iadden. The first of these became a man of llJark, and Dr. 
Stevens says, did more to advance the interests of his denomi. 
nation than any man of his day. Let us attend to tbis 
"bright particular star." 

16. NATHAN BANGS was born in the Eastern States in 
17~9, where he received a good New En>;land common-school 

education, although his father failed in his project of ~iving 
him a classical one. Subsequently that fathcr, who was "elf 
instruoted, tanght. him the art of surveyin~. At the age oj 
thirteen his father and family removed to what was then a 
wildern';s part of New York, somewhere on the East Branrh 
of tbe Delaware. While therc, the family were in great dis
tre.s for a time on account of his mother and little sister 
who were lost, and spent a night io the woods. During their 
residence in that place, Nathan sometimes heard the Methodi,t 
preachers, who had followed up the settlers to their wilderness 
homes, aod by whom all the family, except the father, werc 
ultimately brought into the :Methodist Church. Three of his 
brothers, as well as himselt; became preachers in the issue. 
For the present., Nathan repelled eom'ietion, and provided a 
salvo for his conscience by finding subjects of .:lI·caSIll in tl,e 
humble servants of God. Impelled by the pioneer spirit of the 
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age. 011 the 9th of May. 1799, he started for the still further 
wilus of Canada. lIe tonk his surveying instruments with I) 

VICW to his exercising his profession in a country which pro
mised to furni"h ample opportunities for its employment. He 
was accompanied by a de,'olcd sist0r and her husband. Their 
way lay tbrough the forest, and the only conveyance for the 
lady and their few effects was an ox-sled. T hey passed by the 
spet where Dnff,.lo now stands, where they found only two or 
three log huts. They crossed Nia~"ra at Fort Eric, anu coasted 
downwards to the neighborhood of tbe great cataract. Tho 
poetry of his nature was fed by its ceaseless roar-the dark 
woods stretcbing away on every hand--an,l by the readin::l of 
Milton's Poems, Dunyan's Progress, and Hervey's Medita
tiODS, which he found in a small but weJl-assOlted private 
library. How sweet is communion with book. in the soli
tude of a new settlement, as some of ns can well nttest; still 
he was unhappy, fur he hnd not found the peace of God. nut 

through bis pious sister's exhortations, and the salutary influ
ence of the Rev. James Coleman's goodly character and con· 
versation, wbom he found laboring in the settlement, he wa. 
prepareu for the more matu,e counsels of tbe Rev. Joseph 
Sawyer, who succeeded bim, and tbrough whose instrumentality 
he was converted and joined the Cburch. Soon after, by the 
instrumentality of Christian 'Varner, a pious cla.s leader, be 
entered into the possession of" perfect love," a state of salva
tion of wbich he never lost sight for the rest of bis life. This 
occurred in 1801. And in the latter part of tbat Conference 
)'"a~, (1801-2), after sOUle bumbliog failures iu thc outset. 
he began to travel the Circuit he lived in, as ao assistant to 
Mr. Sawyer. After a little experience io that way, he wns sent 
by the Presiding Elder, Jewell, to develop the Long Point 
extremity of their field of lahar into a separate Circuit, to 
embrace much new ground. He went there in December 
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1801, where ·fortunately he was soon hemmed in by the 
uncross.ble state of the Grand River, else he had surely fled 
under the impulses of some of his mrly discouragements. 
]lut SOon instructive dreams, marked conversions, and .n 
extensive revival, encouraged him La hold on to the fnd of the 

. year, by which time, he had no misgivings about allowing 
himself to be proposed to the Conferellce to be received on 
trial. There was an increase on tllC whole ground covered by 
the two hranche. of the Circuit, Niagara and Long Point, of 
three hundred souls. 

17. The Conference, which ~at that year in New York, 
appointed him to the "Bay of Quinte and Home District." 
Sawyer, Vannest, and he, each went around, or over, tbis yast 

extent of country once in six week" including all tile settle
ments in the Province from Kingston on the East, to York 
and Yonge street on the West. The salary of each, provided he 
received it in full, was twenty dnllars per quarter-just eigbty 
dollars a year, to keep him in clothes, books, horse and equip
age; Borne of his ad"entures must be reserved for another 
place. He spent the next Conference year (1803-4) on the 
same ground, changing Vannest for Madden as a colleague. 
At the close of that year, he weDt, for the first time, to Con
ference. which sat in the city of New York, taking his fa
ther's horse in the way thither, and making the acquaintance 
of the great lights of the Connexion at that Convocation, among 
whom he was afterwards to rank as one of the greatest. He 
was received into full connexion and ordained first deacon, 
and then elder, along with his friend ~Iadden, for "Mission
ary work." Madden was only sent to Oswegotchie, Ban~s 
was designated to Missionary wo··k indeed. His appointment 
was " River La French," so callerl by mistake for the 
Thames. We give tbe acconnt of his lahors in that new field 
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in extenso from his own ]len. He speaks, however, in tbe third 
person, "Whi'e at thc Conference in New York, thi. year, he 
made known his de;ires and impressions to Bishop Asbury, 
and he appointed him to that place. fT} accordingly left the 
city in the latter part of June, went into Canada by way of 
Kingston, thence up the country along the northwestern shore 
of Lake Ontnrio to the Long Point Circuit, and thence on 
through Oxford to the town of Delaware on the River Timme •• 
II ere he lod:;ed for the ni:;ht in the last lo~ hut of the settle
ment, and the next morning, as the day bega.n to dawn, he 
arose and took his dep3l'ture; and after travelling throu:;h a 
wilderne.s of forty five miles, ~uiued only by marked trees, he 
arrived at a solitary 10:; house about sunset. weary, hungry. 
and thirsty, where he was entertained with the best the house 
could afford, which was some Indian pudding and milk for 
supper, and a bnndle of straw for his bed. The next day. 
about two o'clock, ho arrived at an Indian village on the North 
bank of the Thames, tre inhabitants of which were nnder the 
instructions of two ~Ioravian l\IiSslOoaries." 

18. ",\J,'JUt 3 o'clock, p. m. he arrived at the first honse in 
the settlement, when the f .. llowing conversation took place 
between the Missionary and a man whom he saw before the 
house. The Missionary inquired, 'Do yon want the Gospel 
preaclJeu here? ' After some deliberation, 'Yes, that we do. 
Do yon preach t.!JC Gospel?' 'That is my occupation.' 'Alight 
from your horse, tcen, and eOllle in, will you ?' 'I have ,orne 
a great distance to preach the Go.;pol to the people herL~i' \s 
now S.turday afternoon-to-morrow is the Sabbath, ;lcd, I 
must have a house to preach in before I get off my horse.' 
After a foJw moments cJn:;ideratiryn he replied," I ham a 
house for yuu to preach in, proveuder fur your horse, and food 
and lodgin~ for your.elf; and yon shall be welcome to theD' 
all if you wiil dismount and come in.' Thanking him for hi~ 
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kind offer. the ~iissionary dismounted and entered. sayIng, 
• Peace he to this house.' A youn3' man mounted bis horse 
and rode teo miles down tho river, inviting the people to atteod 
meetiog at that house the oext morning at ten o'clock. 

19 ... At the time appointed tbe house was filled. He gave 
tbem a short account of his birth and education, of his conver. 
sion and call to the ministry, and the motives which induced 
him to come amon3' them, an,l conclud,>d in the following 
manner: • I am a i\Icthodist Preacher, and my manner of 
worship i3 to stand and sin;<, to kneel in prayer, aod tben 
"tand up and preach, while the people sit on their scats. As 
many of you as see fit to j"i',l me in this method, yon Can do 
SO; but if not, you can c!lOose your own method.' When he 
gave ont the hymn 1 hey all arose, e"ery man, woman and 
child. Whcn he knelt in praycr, they all, without exception 
kneeled down. They thcn took their seats, and he gave on& 
his text. 'Repent ye, therefore, and bc converted, that yoUl" 
sins may be blotted ont, when the times or refreshing shall 
come from the presence of the Lord; , and he preached. as he 
tbinks, with the IIoly Ghost sent down from Heaven. Having 
concluded, he explained his manner of itinerating through the 
country, his doctrine, ~nd how' supported, etc. lIe then said, 
• All you who wish to hear any more such preaching. stand 
up '-when every man, woman and child stood up. He then 
told them to expect preaching there again in two weeks. 

3D. "He sent on appointments through' the settlements 
along down the river, which he filled in a man ncr similar to 
that above, and was every where rcceivcd with great cordial
ity. He proceeded down the .hore of Lake St. Clair, visited 
Sandwich on the Canada side of the outlet of the lake, crossed 
over to Detroit, a most abandoned place, and preached in the 
Council.house j thence to Port Malden, and down the shore of 
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Lake Erie in a settlement made up of Americans, English, 
Irisb, Scotcb, and Dutch emigrants. Tbe people every 
where flocked togetber to hear the word." 

21. .< A morB destitute place he had never found. Young 
people had arrived at the age of sixteen who had never heard 
a Gospel sermon. He continued among them tbree months, 
wben he left them for the Niagar" Circuit, intending soon to 
return, but was preventcd." We shall see they were kept 
in mind. On his way downwards he slept in the .< Lvng 
'Voods," between :Moral'iantown and Delaware, with the snow 
two inches deep. "The rcmaillder of tbe year I>e WaS retained 
on tbo Niagara Circu:t, among his old friends. His colleague 
was the Rev. Daniel Pickett. Tbey laboured with their might, 
and reformations followed them around the Circuit. • My own 
soul,' said he,' enjoyed uninterrupted communion with God.'" 
This waS the year which immediately preceded the one of 
which we are now specblly writing (1805). 

22. Tuus. MADDEN, the coeval of tbe last mentioned, .. was 
born in Cumbridgc, N. Y", in 1780," so that he was but one 
year younger than Bangs. " In 1789, his father and family 
emigrated to Earnestown, U. C. I n the seyen leenth year of 
his age, he visited his friends in Cambridge," where he W3~ 
born, a great place for Methodism ever since the Palatines 
halted there, as we have seen. \Vhile there he was awakened 
and converted, and retnrned to Canada happy in mind and 
deeply pious. For several years he exercised his gifts as 
an exhorter, and afterwards as a local preacher till 1802. 
when, as we have already learned, "be was admitted on trial 
in the New York Conference." His first Circuit wa. Long 
PoiDt, opened and organized the year before by bis friend 
Ban;~s. At the Conference of 1803, he had a lavorable 
chat;ge, and was sent back among his bighly respectable con-
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received the double ordination, and was put in charge of Oswe
gatchie. Smith~.; Gl'eel~ gives name to a new Circuit in 1.80b, 
the year of Case's arrival, and lIIauden, who WaS thencefor
ward to be hi, fast friend through life, was placed thereon. 
He was then strong and somewhat boisterous. He will croES 
our path again, anJ. we shall find him much improved as a 
preacher. 

2:~. Here comes another pair ofJaborers, Pearse and Bishop, 
who are of equal standing Wilh each other, both having been 
received on trial at the Conference of 1803; and, by conse
quence, each having travelled at our present date (1805) but 
two years. We take them in the order in which we have 
mentioned their names. 

24. As the obituary notice of GERSHAU PEARSE has not 
yet come into our hands, we caunot state with certainty his 
birth-place; it is presumed, however, from his returning to 
labor in the ,icinity of New York, and his continuing in con
nexion with the original New York Conference, until he super
annuated within its hound" that sornew"ere thereabouts was 
his Dative homp-o He wa~, as we hoL\'e seen, t<.lken into the 

work in 1803. His Circuit for that year was Plattsburgh, as 
the asgistant of the energetic Ryall. In 180.J" he assisted 
Samuel ~ Draper on the Fletcher Cilcuit, in the interior of 
Vermont. His cclleague's name will occur again in the course 
of this work. These two Circuits afforded him all the expe
rience he had had of the itinerant work, wben he was appointed 
in the year of which we write (1805) to the Niagara Circuit 
alone. The only information of the cbaracter and calibre of 
the man in that day, is derived from a few incidental allusions 
made in conversation with tbe writer by the old people who 
remembered him. From these, we should take it, he was 

c2 
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Btrong, driving, somewhat stern and positive, but really vp-ry 
eOIl'eicntion, and faithful. That he was a reliable man, 
appearil from the way in which he held on in the work, as 
shown by the Iotinute.. But, from tbe same source, we learn 
that he never rose hi~hC"r than the" cbarge of a Circuit." His 
abilities were probably the average for his time j but we gire 
place to hiil coeval. 

:25. LUTIIER BISIIOP be.~an his work in Canada, but 
whence he came we have not the means of knowing. IIis 
Circuit in 1803, the year he was received on trial, was 
Oswegotchip, where he laboured as the assistant of the 
devoted Vannest. Next year, 1804, he was Pickett's 
a.sistant, in the Niagara and Long Point Circuit. This 
year, 1805, we have bim wO"king up the Long Point Circuit 
alone. As he stays in the Province another year after this, 
he may come in sight again. For the present we can give 
only slender memorials of him. If the writer's recollections 
of what the old people told him of Bisbop are not at fault, 
he wao middling sized, but plump, a passable preacher, and 

" prudent, sensible, well-behaved young man. 

26. ROBERT PERRY, tbe last of Case's nine compeers, 
"as certainly not the least, corporeally at any rate; for he 
was like all the Perry brothers, of whom there were several, 
compact, heavy, and wiry. A certain bluffness of manne .. s 
corresponded with his looks. We have s ,id be was a Cana· 
dian. The Perrys lived in the Bay of Qainte country; 
were n. E. Loyalists; and very respectable. Peter, called 
by his opponents, fl'Om his tenacity of purpose, " the political 
bull-doi!," was long an indefatigable and influential mcmbm 
of the Legislative Asse\llbly all the Liberal side; the lIon. 
Ebenezer Perry, alive at this writing, and member of the 
Legislative Council, was also a brotiler of Rohert. Tho 
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family early ~spou"ed the rouse of Methodism, nnd two other 
of' the brothel's at least were preachers in the local ranks
Daniel and David. And it n,ust not be forgotten that the 
great, good mother of the Ayle<worths was their sister. A 
son of Daniel is at this present time a Local Preacher in 
the We<leyan Church, and a man of intelli~ence and 
influence. We have seen Robert was only recei:ed on trial 
in the travellin, ministry this ycar, 1805. They are testing 
him pretty well in sending him aCross the fifty-miles' woods 
in the "Glengarry Country," to the far-off Ottawa, But 
he is not likely to be easily scared or soon fatigned; and 
tIle hOllJily analogies whith mark his se:'mons arc likely to 
make his preaching hearable, and suited to thc tastes and 
wants of the timcs. 

27, Having considcred Case's coadjutors in the "active 
work," we must bestow some attention on those who had 
had their day of activity before his arrival, and were now 
in a located sphere, Men of this class were relatively far 
more important then than now. They mostly retired while 
yet in their prime; they then labored more than men in 
the sallle position do now, as their ;ervices were needed and 
'ppreciated Illor~ than in our time, and that for a good reaSOD, 
They did not usnally leave the work foJ' worldly,mindedness, 
Dut necessity. They wefe under location through weakness 
of body, and family concerns. The Circuit, were tben so 
laborious that none but tbe most vigorous men, physically, 
could serve them j and when tbeir families became large 
they could not wel] be transported in tbeir long moves with 
their defective modes of conveyance, and tbere was not 
sufficient support when their fields of labour were reached. 
As, therefore, there was no provision for the men when worn 
out, there was no alternative for tbem but to hide them,elves 
from the forcs~en evil. The settlement of these gifted and 
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txpcrieneed men in any locality was hailed as a ble!lsing to 
the vicinity. and so it usually proved. There were two 01 
theoe men in the Upper Province when C,Lse entered it, botb 
of whom had been Presiding Eldel's, and each of whom 
exercised more or less influence for many years in a local 
sphere. These were Dunham and Robinson, (as his name 
was spelled in the 1Iinutes, althongh Robcrtson, his de,ccnd
ant_ say. is the true spelling,) These have been noticed 
before, but in order to bring out all we wish to present must 
be considered more at length. as als{) such of their compeel's 
as arc not purtrayed in any other conucction. 

28. "DARIUS DUNHA~I," we quote now from Playter, 
" was brought up to the study of physic, which he laid aside 
for the labor of the Gospel. He was taken on tried in 1788, 
one year beforc Losee, and stationed aloue ')n the Shoreham 
Circuit. under Freeburn Garrettson. Shoreham was not II 

CircLlit, but to bo made one, A common way of appointing at 
this period, was to station a preacher in a tract of country, 
and to lell him to make a Circuit in it, As to worldly BUP

polt, be must trust in the ,aroe arm that administered 
spiritual blessings, The next year Dunham was stationed 
on Cambridge Circuit. In 1190 he was lLlade a dtlllcor., dnd 
remained <>:) the same Circuit. It had obtained a hundred 
and forty-six members the first year, but in the second it 
lessened II little In 1791, hi. station was Columbia; still 
in the north. 1n 17!l:l, he Was made elder, Hearing 
Loscl"s aecoLlnt of the work in Canada, and the necessity of 
an elder to organize the Church, and give tb.,. Sacraments. 
he was moved to offer for tbe work, and ,vas sent to the 
-Say of Quintc. He was a man of strong mind, firm in his 
opinions. and had the greatest bass voice ever before heard 
by the people. He was quite indiHerent to the censure of 
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men, and used the greatest of f;Jithfulne<ls in pl'eaelling to 

the ungodly. He had the practical supervision of the wl101e 
work in one form or anotber, for sC'ren years, when he WftS 

superseded hy Jewell. During this time the lIlcmbersllip 
rose from 165 to 86G. I-Iis specific appointments durin,~ 
that period were Catara,}ui, Niagara, and the Bay of Quinto; 
IIDd subsequently OswcgotcLic. In 1800, he is returned as 
I, under location." He settled ncar N apanee, 

29. He was possessed of good talents as a preacher, thou~h 
plain of speech and very blunt. This characteristic, among 
tbose who disliked his plain dealing, obtained for him the 
Bo~riquet of HScolding Dunham." But his" scolding," as it 
was called, was alway. accompanied with a spice of wit that 
rather made it agreeable than otherwise. lIIany of his home· 
strokes have been recited. IIe was remembered, among other 
things, for his love of cleanliness and opposition to domestic 
filthiness-sometimes telling the slatternly to "clean up," or 
the next time he would" !Iring a dish-cloth along." Once in 
the neighbourhood of the" Head of the Lake," after preaching 
and meeting class, as there were several strangers present, he 
gave an offer to .. any who wished to join the Society, to mani
'fest it hy stauding up," as was the custom then. Two young 
women were observed sitting together-one appeared desirous 
of joining, but seemed to wish her companion to do the same, 
and asked her, loud enou;,;h to be heard by the company, if she 
would join a180. lIer friend replied in a somewhat heartless 
manner, "I don't care if I do." "You had better wait till 
you do care," chimed in the grum voice of Dunham. lIe 
was for baving non(" "even on trial," who had not a sinCe! e 
., desire te flee from the wrath to come, and to be saved from 
their sins." But it is in the Bay of Quinte country, where 

he lived so 1003, both before and after locatioo, that the great. 
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est number of characteristic anecdotes are related of him, [fig 
reply to the newly-appointed magistrat.e's bantering remarks 
is widely reported. A new·made .. Squire," rallied Dunham 
before some company ahout riding so fine a horse, and told him 
he was very unlike his humble Master, who was content to ride 
on an asS. The preacher responded with his usual imperturb
able gravity, and in his usual heavy aud measured tones, that 
he agreed with him perfectly, and tbat he would most assuredly 
imitate bis Master in that plrtieular hut for the dilliculty of 
finding the animal reqnired-the .. government having made 
up all the asses into magistrates I" A person of the author's 
acquaintance informed him that he saw an infidel, who was a 
fallen Lutheran clergyman, endeavouring one night while 
Dunham was preaching, to dostroy the effeet of the sermon by 
turning tbe whole into ridicule. The pr~acher affected not to 
notice him, but went on extolling the excellency of Christianity 
and showing the formidable oppcsition it had confronted and 
on'reome, wilen all at once he turned to where the scoffer sat, 
and fixing his eyes upon him, tbe old gentleman continued, 
"Sh,,11 Christianity and her votaries, after having passed 
throug!: fire and water, after vallquisbillg the opposition put 
forth hy philosophe,'s, priests, and kings -after all this, I say' 
shall the servants of God, at this time of day, allow themselves 
ti) be frightened by tlte braying of AN ASS 1" The infidel, 
who had begun to .how signs of uneasiness from the time the 

fearless servant of God fixed his terribly .earching gaze upon 
,him, when he came to the climax of his interrogations, was 
completely broken down, and dropped his head in confusion_ 

3U. Dunham was distinguished for fidelity, and faith, and 
prayer, as well as wit and sarcasm. A pious mau informed the 
writer, that a relation of his own, who first lost her piety and 
then her reason, was visited by Dunham and pronounced by 
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him to be .. possessed of the Devil." He kneded down in froot 
of her, and, although she blasphemed and spit in his face till 
the spittle ran down on the floor, never flinched, but went on 
prayin2; and exorcising by turns-shaming the devil for get
ting into the weaker vessel, and commanding him to get out 
of her, till she became subdued, fell on ber knees, began to 
pray and wrilstle with God for mercy, and never rose iill she 
got up from hcr knees in the possession of her' reason, and 
rejoicing in the light of God's countenance. The narrator 
was a truly good man, a class-leader, the late William Hoss, of 
Bcllevilie, and we give the incident as "e reeeil'ed it from him, 
without presnming to pronounce on t~le precise psycological 
diagnosis of tho easc. 

31. It was natural in a day like the one of which we 
write for peoplc to ascribe to Satanic influenec, what we 
should now ascribe to natural causes. I shall not decido 
which procedure is the wiser. An instance of such 
demoniacal influence, followed by a supposed dispossession 
at the command of Dunham, was reb ted to the writer by 
an elderly, pious man, who said the story was authentic. 
In a country neighborhood, where our subject used to preach, 
he had been disturbed several successive times Ly the crying 
of an infant at a particular stage of the service, whicl. 
resulted in the disturbance of the congregation, and th" 
marring of tbe effect of the discourse. Its recurrence in 
the same way so often, and with the same injurious effect, 
convinced the preacher it was of the Devil. who, he thougbt, 
had taken possession of thc child for the purpose of destroy
ing the beneficial tcndency of his ministry, and his soul was 
aroused to withstand him in the name of the Lord. Accord
ingly, the next time it occurred, he advanced towards the 
child, lying in his mother's arms, and rebuked Ihe Devil in 
it, and comm.anded him to come out; and, as the story 
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runs, the child ceased to cry, and never disturbed the con

gregation morc. 

32. lIe had once a proviuential escape from death_ He 
had aromed tbe batred of an ungodly man, by being the 
in.trumcnt of bis wife's saving conversion to God. The 
busband came to the house one morning whcre Dunham bad 
lodged over ni,~ht, and inquired for him before hQ was up. 
Being b,ti!y summoned, tbe preacber made his app •• rance 
only partially drc;scd, when tbe infuriated man m,de 
towards him armed Vi ith an axe, and would have slain him 
had it not been for tho prompt and vigorous intervention of 
the man and woman of the bouse, who succeeded in dis· 
arming tbe assailant. Dunbam's calmness and Christian 
fidelity, with the blessing of God, morcover, brougbt the 
man to reason. and penitence, and praycr at once, and issued 
in his cunversion. His wife was no longer 'persecnted, and 
his house became ,. a lodging place for way.fariog men." 
This narrative tbe writer had fro'l1 lIlr. Jacob Pcterson, a 
son-in·law of Mr. Dnnham. 

33. Before we close with l.IIr Dunbam for tbc present, we 
must briefly present three of bis subordinates during the time 
of his presiding eldership in the Province, as our object is to 
pre,erve in some form" memorial of each Methodist rreacher 
who had laboured iu C~nada froUl the rise of tbe cause of 
Met:,uuisUl, down to the period of Case's death. We gil'e 
those who occupied" secondary place before Case's tille within 
brackets fa I' the sake of distinction. The three men referred 
to were Coleman, \Voolsey. and II. C. \Vooster. 

3t. ["James Coleman," we quote from bis obituary in the 
Minutes, "was born in Black·River township, N. J., on the 
30th of October, 1766. His parents were members of tho 
Presbyterian Church. In 1777 tbey removel! over the 
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AilegbllY Moulltain" and settled on the Monongahela. 
Here they were destitute of the means of ~race, and James 
grew up in ignorance and sin; his rcligbus opinions, accord
ing to his own aCCl)Unt, ccnsisting mainly in some va~uc 
llo1tions of the providence of God. About the close of the 
Revolutionary war, the Gospel was brought h those frontier 
settlements by the j)Iethodist miuistry, and the subject of 
this notice became a regular hearer. He at onC6 'received the 
word with joy,' but when persecution came, 'the blade of 
promise withered away, far it had no depth of earth.' 

35. "He now persuaded himself that he wa, one of Goers 
elect children; grew careless, and fell into habits of disoipa
tion. While in this fearful state, hc was visited by a eevcre 
sickness, which, doubtless, was ble,"ed to his good; for soon 
after his rccovel'y, he souc;ht and obtained pardon, and united 
himself with the Methodist Episcopal Church, lIIoved with 
compassion for the sonls of his fellow men, he a.ked and 
received license as an exhorter. He was about this time 
drafted to serve in the war with the Indians, but under a full 
conviction that God .had called him to engage in another and 
hetter warfare, he refused to comply, and in the mean time, 
was licensed to preach. He infurmed tbe Captain of the fact, 
who replied, 'If you want to preach, you may go and preach 
in the army;' and subsequently scnt an officer with two or 
three men to seize him. They found him preaching, and 
having heard him through, tbey went away, molesting him no, 
further." 

36. In 17 91, he entered the itinemnt ranks, and was 
appointed to Redstone Circuit, somewhere to the 'West. The 
next year he was fetched North·eastward and ,tatiolled on 
the Litchfield Circuit. in the New York District. The fol. 
lowing year he was sent a Missionary still further north, to 
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Fairfield; and in 1794, to endure as a Missionary tht 
hypcrborian winters of (Janada itself. lIe entered the c~untry 
iII company with Woolsey and a }oung Canadian who was 
I'eturniu~ from the United States, and who served as their 
guide in first ascending the ~Iohawk Itivel' to Fort Stanwix, 
where by a short portage they entered 'Vood Creek which 
flows into Oneida Lake, which in turn discharges its waters 
by the Onondaga River into Lake Ontario, which they 
entered where Oswego noW stands, and then coasted along it;; 
shore and crossed to Kin,:..!,,,tl)[]. That young man was John 
Baily of Monlinette, who entertained the writer with the 
pal ticulars of that journey forty years afterwards at his fire
>ide, when he had become known among his neighbors as 
,. Father Baily. " Once or twice they were sheltered and fed 
in Govcrnn:ellt forte, or .' block houses ;" but the Minutes say 
.. they went ashore fifteen nights in succession, and built fires 
to keep away the wild beasts ; and food failing they were 
reduced to a sin~lc cracker pCI' day cacho The " Upper 
Canaoa Upper Circuit" was \]oleman's appointment thi, 
year. The next year it was the Oswegotchie, a new name for 
the lower Circuit. The next, (1707) was tl.e )ear when Done 
of their appointment" appear in tile Minutes. Hc turns up 
the next year (1798) on the Niagara Circuit, of which he had 
charge, with Michael Coate for his assbtant. The next year 
hc was there alone, during which tilIlC, he perform cd the in
calculable benefit to the Church of giving the first impetu~ it. 
the right direction to the afterwards celebrated Nathan 
Bangs. That was his last year in the country. He went out 
of it by passing down the north shore of Ontario. There 
was then nothing hut a bridle path through the woods, be
tween the now cities of Hamilton and Toronto. He was 
accompanied half the way by a young man, afterwards known 
I.S James Ga;;", Esquire, (and a goo.! friend of Methodism,) 
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AS M.. G. afterwards informed the writer. They left Mr. 
Gage'. futher's house at Stoney Creek that morning with food 
for theUlselves, and oats for their horses to answer for two 
days. Night overtook them half way to York, which tbun 
conld not have had more than twenty families; they tied 
their horses, ate their cold snp!,er, prayed and went to rest 
on the gronnd; in the morning, they arose early, lunched and 
prayed again, commending each other to the keeping of Jeho. 
vah ; and giving each other a farewell embrace, they parted 
nev<r more to meet each other on earth. Gage returne,l to 
prove l,i'1ls3lf the friend of Methodism till death, and Coleman 
went on his solitary way, down through the Bay Quinta 
country hack to his native land to serve in tt,e itinerant work 
till his death. . 

37. The following character of him, given in the Minute~, is 
confirmed by all the recollections of him in Canada. "Such 
was his zeal for the glory of God, and such his love for the 
Boul. of men, that no privations or difficulties could arrest his 
progress, or even damp his ardour. Though ,his abilities were 
not great, and his acquirements but limited, yet such was the 
peculiar nnction that attended his prayers, so tender his love, 
that no inconsiderable measure of success crowned his e!forts; 
and it is confidently believed that the crown upon his head 
will not be without many stars, and some, too, of the first 
magnitude." 

38. He returned, and laboured within the bounds of the 
New York Conference till 1824, when he became superannu
ated, in which relation he remained for the test of life. h, 
the year thirty-om he returned, and paid a visit to his old 
friends in the Bay of Quinte country, with which they were 
highly pleased. The simplicity and unction of his minis
trations in the town of Kingston, the writer remembers to 
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haye Imown intelligent persons speak of with fond delight. The 
old gentleman thougbt proper to tell them, what they might have 
surmised witbout telling, namely," that he nC\i! ":us a greut 
preacher. " 

30. His brethren say of him in conclusion, "It is alm09t 
needless to observe, that in all the relations oflife he exl:ibited 
the most kindly dispositions, and the most exemplary enn· 
duct; and that his end was peaceful and triulllphant. Hari",~ 

been for sevedl years on the superannnated list, and gradu:.!. 
Iy failing in strengtb, he at length expired on tho ,,1'1 of 
February, 184:3, at his re,iucnee in Ridgefield, FairGeld 
County, Conneetient, in the seventy-seventh year of hi? age." 
This is the first of the Canodian pioneers whom we have 
followed across the Jordan of death. We shall ho.ve the 
pleasure of seeing that many others passed throli"h its icy 
waters as triumphant, and .. gained the sweet f'.e!ds on tbe 
banks of the River. " 

40. [Elija Woolsey, WIlD came in with Colemall in 1794, 
and served with him under Dunham, is remembered as" bland, 
lively young man, with perhops as much piety as his fl'iend, 
and, we should think, rather lllore geniality. The only 
incident the writer remembers illustrative of bis character was 
this: He arrived one afternoon from the West, at the home 
of ~Ir. and Mrs. vVri;;ht, in the front of Williamsburg, near 
the Ihpid Plat, " short time before the hour appointed for 
preaching, weary and hungry-the old lady .howed him into 
the buttery and set a lunch Lefore him. Stoppjn~ rather long, 
his hostess put in her head and found him still eating with a 
zest, "Brother 'Woolsey, the house is full of people, ,. suill 
she. ,I I will be out and at them in a minute," was bis 
lively but energetic reply. And our informant uaid that sure 
enough he .. went at the III " with a will, and wilh geod and 
saving effect. 
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4.1. This I, Lower Circuit" w,s his first iu Canada; the 
Bay of Quinto, with Keeler as his aS8btant, 11"8 IJi. second and 
last. l'hc children and grand-children of those to whom he 
winistered, and who ,,-ere wont to speak in affectionate terms 
of the young stranger, whose stay was only too short, will be 
inclined to ask,-Whence did he come? Whither did he go? 
'fo what status did he rise? The most of these very natural 
inqniries we arc glad to have it in onr power to answer. IIc 
came here from thc Caw bridge Circnit, N. Y., which he bad 
travelled the year he fore (1793.) ,I In1796, he returned, and 
cntering New England, he travelled Redding Circuit, Can. 
He located the next year, but in 1800 resurned his minis
terial travels on Newburg Circuit, N. Y. 'I'he two followiug 
years 11e spent on Flanders Circuit, N. J. In 1803, he was 
appointed PJ'e.iding Elder of Albany District, wbich hc con
tinued to superintend till 1807, when he was stationed at 
Brooklyn. The next year he travelled Croton Circuit, and 
in 1809, retumed to New England and labored on Pitsfield 
Circuit, Mass. The tbree ensuing years he spent in N. York, 
on Duchess Circuit, and on the Rhinebeck District-one year 
on the latter. He returned to New England in 1813, and 
travelled respectively, l\Iiddletown, Stratford, and Redding 
Circuits, in Connecticut. The next eight years he bbourcd 
on Duchess, Courtlandt, Newburg, Croton, and New Rochelle 
Circuits, in New York. In 182-1, he was again in New Eng
land, travelling tbe Redding Circuit. lIe continuerl lIvre 
two years, the last that he spent in the Eastern States. TIl 
182H he had charge of Rochelle Circuit, N. Y. He preached 
as a Supernumerary nine years morc,-five Oil Comtlandt 
Circuit and four on the New Rochelle; and in 1838 was 
returned on the roll of'superannuated veterans. His itinerant 
ministry extended through forty-four laborious years. "-So 
says Dr. Stevens, in his "Mernorials of l\lethodiBw." At 
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thot time of writiug tl848) he says of him, "Venerable witb 
u;;e and yirtues, Mr. Woolsey still lingers in the Church, " 
beloved remnant of the ., noble army" of itinerants whl? 

founded American Metbodism. " 

42. Eager to see what had become of him, we opened OUT 

book-case to consult the General Minutes, when we found tl,a! 
the IVth volume was missing'. The earliest after 1848 
that we have is '52, where we searched in vain for 'Vonlsey j 
but we found a Mrs. 'V 00lsey, a mini,ter's widow, charged 
with 96 dollars in eonneotio" with tbe New York East Can· 
ference; the relict, no doubt, of the deceased pioneer. He, 
therefore, po,sed away somc,time betwecn '48 and '52, and died 
in connection with the Con/crence. The Rev. Dr. Fitch 
Reed says" he died in 184~, aged 78 years. " 

43. TIm, we sec after leavin,g us be married, rose at times 
to the Presiding Eldership, receiving the charge on some of 
the best Circuits, W.IS (as the Minutes show) Superintendent 
over many of the strongest men in a Conference of strong 
men, and .tood by the cause till the last.. Such was the 
career of Elija Woolsey. 

41. There was yet another of Dunham's suburdinates who 
had lahored in, and left Canada before the time of Case's 
comin~, who cannot be conveniently described in any other 
connection, and who must by no means be overlook~d: this 
one is no less a person than the devoted and soul-saving 
H~zekiah Calvin Wooster. 

45. [" Calvin Wooster, as he ,vas usually spoken of in 
Canada, was, according to his own memoranda-found among 
his papers after his de.th-" Born, 'lay 20th, 1771; convinced 
of sin. October 9th, 1701 ; born again, December J ,t, 17D1 ; 
and sanctified, Fcbrnary 6tb, ] 792. " 
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to. The Rev. Dr. Stevens say" ''It was T1~ small honor 
.. New England that Hezekiah Calvin Wooster began hi J 

pl'Vert'ul, though brier rr.inistry, within its limits. His first 
'Fpearance on the roll ()f the Itinerant host was the present 
yoar (1793·4,) when he was appointed to the Grandville Cir
""it, Ma". He began his labors professing and enjoying the 
hlessing of that perfect Ivve that casteth out fear, and his 
.JiIDrt, but useful carecr, was attendc.! with demonstrations of 
the consecration of his entire character. After laboring in 
1794·5 on Elizabeth Town, eX J.,) and Columbia, (N. Y.,) 
Circnits, respectively, he volunteered with Samuel Coate, to 
join James Coleman and Darins Dunham, in the new and 
laborious ficld of Upper Canada. His trials there were great. 
During three wceks, on his way, hc lodged cvery night under 
the trees of the forests. He p.s.ed throu"h thc wilderness 
of that remote region like a "flame of firc ;" the long-neglect
ed and impenitent settiers trembled under his word, while the 
rew and scattered saints shouted for joy. "Such," ,ays the 
Historian of lIIethodism (Dr. Bangs) "was the holy fervor 
of his soul, his deep devotion to God, his burnini5 love for the 
souls of his fellow-men, that he was the happy instrument of 
kindling up such a fire in tre hearts of the people wherever he 
went, particularly in Upper Canada, that all the waters of 
strife have not been able to quench it." He was appointed to 
the Oswclgotchie Circuit, 1796, but entered the country by the 
way of Kingston. He made his first appearance at a Quarter
ly Meeting in the Bay of Qllinte Circuit. "After preaching on 
Saturdav," says Dr. Han"8, .' while the Presiding Elder 
(Dariu;Dunbam) retired ~ith the official brethren to hold 
the Quarterly Meeting Conference, brother Woo,ter remained 
in the meeting to pray ,;ith some who were nnder awakening, 
and other. who ,rere groaning for full redemption in the 
blood of Christ. While uniting with Hs brethren in this 



48 CASE, AND 

exercise the JlOW~l' of the Most High seemeu to Ol'el'SllaaOW 
the congregation, and many were filled with joy nnspeakahle, 
and were praising the Lord alond for what he had done for 
their souls; while others' with speechless awe, and silent love,' 
were prostrated on the floor. 'When the Presiding Elder 
came into the honse, he beheld these things with" mixture 
of wonder and in(liMrlution, beiicving that "wild fire: 1 was 
burning among the people. Aftel' gazing for a time witL 
silent "stoni.hment, he kuelt down and began to pr:!)' to God 
to stop the .. ra"in~ of'the wilel·fire," as he had called it. In 
the meantime 'Yooster, whose soul was burning with the firo 
of the Uoly Spirit, knelt hy the siele of Brother Dunham, 
and softly whispereu' out a prayer in the following words: 
" Lord, hless hrother Du.lhum; Lord, bless brother Dunham. " 
Thus they continue'! for some minutes, when at length the 
prayers of \Y"oster prevailed, and Dun II am fen prostrate on 
the floor-anu ere he rose, receivcu a baptism of that very 
fire which he had.o feeliogly deprecated. There was now 
harmony in their prayerE, feelings, and views j and this was 
the commencement of a revival of religion which soon spr~ad 
through the entire province." .. The olher preacher. caught 
the flame of divine love, and were carried forward under its 

sacred impulses in their "'laster's work." 

47. Of his piety anu devotion the old people were never 
weary of speaking in terms of the most ~lowing admiration. 
!ndeed, his devotion to Gou and the work of saving 80uls was 
nbove all praise. He had got his soul ueeply imbued with 
God's sanctifying Spirit, aud retainet! it by maintaining a 
spirit of watch Cui ness anu cOUlmuuioo with the Unseen. His 
every breath was prayer. An old lady who entertained him, 
(Mrs. Wright, of Rapid Plat) informed the writer, that on his 
arrival he would ask the privilege of going up to the loft of 
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their onc storied, log buihling, which was the only place uf 
retirement it afforded, and to which he had to mount up by 
means of a ladder. There he would remain in prayer till tbe 
settlers assembled for preaching, when he woult! descend, like 
Mo,es from the mount, with a face radiant with holy cumlort. 
And trnly his preaching was .' with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven. " It mis not boisterons, but solemn, spiritual, 
powerful-it was the fire which melts the rock. God honored 
the man who honored Him. He was the instrnment of a 
~el'i\"81 characterized by depth and comprehensiveness; it um
braced sanctification as well asjnstification. Under his word 
the people fell like men slain in baltle. This "as the 
case when be became so exhausted that he could preach and 
pray no longer: or his voice was drowned with tbe cries of the 
people. He wonld, with a radiant countenance and up-turned 
eye, bring his bauds together, and say in a loud whisper, 
• Smite them. my Lord; my Lord, smite them." And smite 
tbem He did; for <. the slain of the Lord were many. " This 
is said to have been the case even when his voice and lungs 
were so enfeebled with consumption that he had to employ, 
(as he used to do) an interpreter to announce to the con;;l'e· 
gation his whispered sermons. 

48. We get a glimpse of him in his homeward journeyfroDl 
the Jonrnal of that eccentric, but honest man, Lorenzo Dow. 
He says," When I was in the Orange Circnit, I felt something 
that needed to be done away. Timothy Dewey told me about 
Calvin Wooster, in Upper Canada, tbat he enjoyed the blessin;; 
of sanctification, and had a miracle wrou;;ht in his body in 
some sense; tbecourse Dfnature turned in consequence, and he 
was mucb owned and hlcssed of God in hi, ministerial labore_ 
I felt a great desire arise in my heart to see the man, if it 
might be -conoistent with tbe Divine will; and not long after I 

D 
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heard that he was passing through the Circuit and going home 
to die. I immediately rode five miles to the house j but found 
he was gone another five miles further. I went into the room 
where he was asleep j he appeared to me mOTe like one from 
Ihe eternal world than like one of my fellow mortals. I told 
him, when he awoke, who I was and what I had come fi'r. IIr. 
said. God has convicted you for the blessing of ,anctifieation, 
"nd that ble"ing is to be obtained by the single act of faitb, 
the same as the hlessing of justification. I persuaded him to 
continue in the neighborhood for a few days j aud a couple of 
cvenings after the above, after I had done speaklDg, he spoke, 
or rather whi.pered, an exhortation, a. his voice was so broken 
by praying in tbe stir in Upper Canada, where from twenty 
to thirty were frequently blessed in a meeting. At this time 
he was in a consumption, and a few weeks afterwards expired j 
and while whispering ont the above exhortation, the power 
(bat attended the same reached the hearts of the people; 
and some who were standing and sitting ren like men that. 
were shot in the field of battle j and I felt it like a tremour run 
through my soul, and every vein, so that it took away mv 
lim 1,.' power, so that I fell to the floor, &c. He came to rna 

and said, " the blessing is now." No sooner had the words 
dropped from his lips, than I strove to believe the blessing 
miue now, then the burden dropped from my breast, and a 
solid joy and a gentle running peace filled my soul." So 
much frolll Lorenw 

49. The Minute~ say of Wooster,'< He was a man of zeal, 
grace, and understanding, bnt of a slender habit of body, 
\vhich could not endure all the hardships of travelling and 
exertions in praaching to which his zeal, attended by a grea' 
rEvival, exposed him." His labors in Canada in the Confer. 
ence vears 1796.7 and 1797-8. expended his iittie residue of 
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8tr~ngth and completed his ministerial work. Some suffering 
work was yet reserved for him. We fail to trace him in the 
Minutes for 1 'i98·9. He had dragged his enfeebled body 
back to the parental home to die. He arrived iu the month 
of June, '98, and lin~ered till November the 6t1" .< and then 
died, ., says his fatber," strong in the faith and love of Jesus. " 
u He was," emys he, "an example of patience and resignation 

to tbe will of God in all his sickness. When I tho1ught he was 
almost done I asked him if his confidence was still strong in 
tbe Lord. He answered," Yes, strong! strong!" A short 
time before his death, when his strength failed fast, he said, 
the nearer he drew to eternity, the brighter heaven shined upen 
him." 

50. Such a death must have been consoling to the parents 
who had given np a son to a work which bronght him to a 
premature grave; and the account of it will please and cheer 
on in the way of'life the few remaining pilgrims who had any 
knowledge of' Wooster until they cross the Jordan of death and 
hail him in the skies. 

,. Saw ye Dot the wheels of fire, 
And the .teeds that cleft the wind? 

Saw ye not his soul aspire, 
When h·s mantle dropt behind? 

"Ye that caught it as it fell, 
Bind that tna.ntle round your breast; 

~O in you his mf>ekness dwell, 
So on J ou his spirit rest. n 

1;1. ..,Ve must preserve the memory of another holy man, 
who labored one year in Canada cotemporary with Dunham, 
thro~h whom he stand. connected with Ca,e. We give his 

biography as contained in the ~linute" :-
52. f" MIcHAEL COATE, was born in 17G7, in Burli"gton 

County, State of New Jersey. His parents were brought up 
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in the persuasion of the people called Quakers i but became 

members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and were the 

first in that neighbourhood who received the lI1ethodist 

preachers. When hut a youth lIIichael was wrol¥.,;ht upon hy 
the Spirit of God, which only proved as the morning cloud and 
early dew, which passeth quickly away, until his brother 
Samuel commeo'ccd preaching, who was made an instrument 
unrlcr God, of producinp; that pungent conviction which even· 
tually terminated in his conversion to God, in the very night 
of which he began to exhort, and from t hat time continned to 
speak in public, which was in tbe Elpring of tbe year 1794. 
In 1795, he was admitted on trial as a travellin/!: preacher, 
and appointed to Columbia Circuit, in the state of New York, 
on which he continued in 1796. :liiddletown, in Connecti
cut in 1797; in 1798, at tlte solicitation of his brother 
Samu'l, he went a missinrw7H to (Jonada, and traveZhd 
Ningnra CirclIit." (According to the custom of the tiDle~, 
he was changed during the year to the lower part of the 
country; as be was well remembered many years afterwarn •• 

for bi" mini,teri.l propriety and fdithful labors, on tbe shores 
of the Bay of Quinte and the banks of the St Lawrence.) .. In 
1700 he was ordained elder, and appointed to the City of 
New Yark; 1800, Pitsficld and Whitingham. in Massachu
sctts ; in 1801, New York City; in 1802, New London Circuit, 
ill Connecticut; 1803 and 1804, New York city, in wbich 
year he married Mrs. lIIehetabel Briggs; in 1805 and 1806" 
Philadelphin ; 1807 and 1803, Baltimore; 1809, Philadelphia; 
181e, Burlington Circuit; in 1811,1812. 1813, and 1814, he 
was Presiding Elder of the West Jerscy District. Our b~oved 
brother Coate, as a man, was possessed of a strong mind and 
sound judgment; as a Christian, he was illuch devoted to God. 
serious, weighty, and solemn in al1 his f!urriage. Nothing W~8 
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more manifest in his character tban bis meekness and lowli· 
ness. In tbe various important stations wbich be filled, he 
ever manifested the same bumility of mind; no air of self· 
importance appeared in any part of bis deportment. As a 
Christian Minister, be was lively, zealom, and energetic; he 
appeared always to bave a deep sense of tbe infinite v~llle of 
immortal souls, whicb led bim to use bis utmost exertion to 
save them from tbe wrath to come. He was an excellent 
experimental and practical preacher, and as snch was very 
useful. Witb the utmost propriety it may be said of him, 
that his praise was in all the churcbes I 

53. "At tbe first Quarterly Meeting for Burlington Circuit, 
in 1814, held at tbe City of' Burlington. he preached on the 
Sabbath witb great animation, acceptability, and usefulness. to 
a large concourse of people. aD tbe "ubject of eternal glory. 
He cbosc for bis text. Rev. vii. 9: 'And after this I beheld. 
and, 10, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all 
kindreds, and people, and tongues. stood before the throne, 
and before tbe Lamb, clothed with wbite robes, and palms in 
their hands.' While preaching, he was favoured with a pleas
ing prospect of that glory. and seemed to anti~ipote the joys 
of eternity. Tbis was tbe last time he preacbcd. 

54 .• , On the ensuing lIfonday, he was laken ill, and con
tinued ill until tbe Lord said, • It is enough, c(,me up hither,' 
wbicb was about five weeks from his first illness. His amic
tion was extremely severe j but he patiently suffered the will 
of God in his sickness, as he had cbeerfully done it in bis 
healtb; yet be observed to some of bis friends, that it is 
easier to do tban to suffer tbe will of God. In the commence
ment of bis illness. Satan thrust sore at him, and his conflict 
was inexpressibly great j under these severe exercises of mind, 
he mentioned the twenty tbiro. chapter of Job, a portion of 
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Scripture admirably suited to his case, which he requested to 
be read to him; during the reading of which the power of God 
filled the place, and his soul was abundantly comforted. Some 
time after this, in a storm of rain at night, while the thunders 
wcre roaring in the heavens above, and the vivid lightnings 
flashed most awfully, his soul was filled with rapture, and he 
shouted aloud the praises of God, declaring that the peals of 
tbunder sounded sweeter than the most melodious music. 
After this his soul was more tranquil, and he viewed death in 
!JiB solemn approach, with the utmost composure, and with th~ 
great apostle knew he had 'fought a good fight, and finished 
his course, and kept the faitb, and that henceforth there waS 
laid up for him the crown of rightcousness, which the Lord, 
thc righteous Judge, stood ready to give him.' And on the 
first day of August, 1814, he took his solemn exit to a world 
of spirits." 

55. He "as well remembered in various parts of the Pro
vince, when the writer commenced his ministry. He was 
represented as inferior to his brother Samuel in eloquence, 
but bis superior in wisdom and piety. He died at the age of 
f'Jrty-seven. We get several giimpses of him in the auto
biography of the venerable and Rev. Henry Boehm, who say" 
Ilf Coate, "He was distinguished for strength of mind and 
souDdnes, of judgment, and esp~cially for that meek and 
quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price." 

56. "J OIiZiI ROllINSON,", (as hc was called in the Minutes, 
a'though his descendants say that ROBERTSON is the true 
spelling,) was another whom Cabe found in a loclLted position, 
who had once labored effectively in the ProviDce, and had even 
had the oversight of tbe District entrusted to him. For this 
reason alone we place him at the head of a class of men who 
lahoured anterior to the time of Ollr subject, to whom it com 
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ports with our design to give a pasEing notice j but he was 
morally inferior to some of them. 

57. He 'Nas born in that hot bed of lIIethodism, the State 
of Maryland, Nov. ~6,1769, and baptized by the celebrated 
George Whitfield. He was converted at the age of nineteen. 
His friends say he began to travel the following year, 1789; 
and the Minutes show that some one of that name was tben 
received on trial. He discontinued for four years, ant! was 
re·admitted on trial in 1794, eleven years before Case. IIi. 
first appointment after resuming travelling was the Freehold 
Circuit in New Jersey. In 1795, he laboured on Chester and 
Lancaster Circuits, Pennsylvania, with two others-one of those 
six weeks Circuits of other times. In 1796, he appears as the 
assistant of Solomon Sharpe, a man of some nutoriety, On the 
Milford Circuit. The next year he was with another man 
of some mark. Anthony Turk, on the Delaware Circuit. 
" This Circuit," says the Rev. Dr. George Peck, " lay 00 the 
head waters of the Delaware River. embracing the country 
west of Catskill mountains, and east of the Susquehaoa River. 
as rough and romantic a region as ever civilization penetra
ted." He remained on that Circuit another year in charge. 
with a good hlundering Dutchman, William Vredenburg. for 
his assistant. In 1799, he was on Dorchester alone. The 
next year he was alone again, on the Mohawk -80 called from 
the Mohawk Valley and adjacent parts in which it lay. 

58. In 1801, he makes his first appearance in Canada. 
four year. before Case entered it, on the old Ottawa Circuit, 
with Caleb 1I10rris for his assistant. The next year (1802) 
he is transferred to thu other extremity of the Pro·;inei.1 work, 
and IIlationed on the N lagara Circuit. with Daniel Pickett for 
his assistant. In those days his personal appearance was pre
possessing, and his preaching was regarded as superior for the 
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times. He had now travelled eight year., and ~·as thirty live 
years of age, and tbe Bishop thought it safe to entrust bim 
"itfi the oversight of a district; and he appears in tbe lIIin
utes for 1803, as the Presiding Elder for Uppcr Canada. Tbe 
next year he is returned as <, located." 

59. The fact is he somewhat irregularly and blamably left 
the work during the previous year. He who had self denying
ly abstained from marriage for four long years after receiving 
Ide,,' orders, is now fascinated with one of Canada's fair 

daughte .. in the Bay Country, and becomes affianced to her. 
All that was very venial, but, she fell ill, and he was in such 
huge concern about her, that no other person could be cntrust
ed to nur.e her but himself. He never left her bedside
leaving his Quarterly Meetings to take care of themselves
while hc staid to perform the most delicate offices for her. 
And then as soon as she was recovered, fearful that his prizo 
might escape him, married her; and at once settled on a farm 
given him by his father-in law, Col. John Parrott. His dis
trict was neglected for the rest of the year. 'rhcre was this 
extenuating consideration, that the lady, Miss :Mary, was a 
most estimable pcrson. 

60. It, is but just to Robinson to say, that for sixteen years 
after his location, to use the language of one t.horoughly 
informed, <, he was a faithful and earnest preacher of the Gos
pel." A relative says, "In 1820, he become afflicted with a 
melancholy, which terminated in ineanity. At the eod "f 
seven years this affection left him, but he was characterized 
by cxtreme eccentricity to the end of life." 

61. He resumed preaching, whenever he could get auditors, 
and his sermons were cxtremely denunciatory, not without a 
considerable spice of wit and sarcasm. He died in 1848, in 
the City of Philadelphia. on his way home from" visit to bill 
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friel'ds in Maryland." We are bappy to add, from tbe same 
friendly source, .< be left the pleasing assurance tbat be bad 
gone to a joyful rest beyond tbe tomb." He has left descend. 
ants higbly respectable, wbo give tbeir influence to build up 
tbe cause of Metbodism. 

62. [JOSEPH JEWELL, altbougb from tbe plan we bave im
posed on ourselves, comes in subordinately to Robinson, was 
really bis superior-not only morally, but officially; for during 
the time they were co-temporary together in Canada, he was 
the Presiding Elder, and the other a common Circuit Preacher; 
yet, as Jewell was not in any way connected with Case in 
Canada, we can only connect him witb our narrative hy asso. 
ciating him with one that was. 

63. Jewell was a native of Ireland, but converted in Penn. 
sylvania, and was raised up into the ministry from the 
neighbourhood of Boehm's Chapel, along with Simon ~1iller, 

Richard Sneath, William and James Hunter, James and 
William Mitchell, Tbomas and Robert Burch, James Aikens, 
and Henry Boehm; men, all of whom did good service to 
Methodism. He was received on trial for the ministry in 
1795, one year after Robinson, and ten years before Case. 
That year he was appointed to Dover, somewhere in the centn 
of the American Methodist work. The next two yeals WE 

have failed to trace him, but he must have heen going on sat· 
isfactorily ;' for in 1799, we find his name among the Elders 
just four years after being received on trial, the disciplinarJ 
term of graduation. Dr. G. Peck says," Joseph Jewell wa! 
received on trial in 1795, and it seems probable that he wa! 
employed by the Elder in 1794. Mrs. Anna Briggs says shl 
was converted wh~n Jewell was on the circuit, at a quarterlJ 
meetin;; in the meetillg house below Buttonwood. Mrs. 
Briggs' story, which we took from her lips proves our theory 

Dl 
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with regara to Jewell's appointmcnt to Wyoming." Imme· 
diately after receiving Elders orders he is entrusted with the 
Canada District; which speaks londly for the confidence 
reposed in hiw by the authorities of the connexion. This 
position he retained during the next four ycars. His office 
was not the ,inecnre it might seem from the small number of 
tbe circnits in his district,. We must lo"k at the extent of 
conntry travelled over and remember tbat the Presiding Elders 
of that day were the pioneers, or district missionaries, wbo did 
not say "Go!" but .< Come!" They searched out new 
ploces, hroke up new ground, and cut out additional work for 
the Circuit Preachers. lIe was really what his name imported 
in the estimation of all who knew him, aJewel. He is re
membered in C.n.da as a gifted, laborious, hymn-singing, 
baellelor, Presiding Elder, wbo travelled the country from end 
to end, preaching, praying, visiting, singing, and delightfully 
talking of the things of' God in the several families whose 
hospitalities he enjoyed, in such a way as to leave a savor after 
him. which made his" name like ointment poured forth." 

64. In 1803, he returued within the bounds of tbe Phila- . 
delphia Conference. then newly orilanized. and was stationed 
in the Lewiston Circuit. Within the bounus of that Confer
ence he r~rnaiced as long as we can trace him in the work". 

We find him superintending the Genesee District. tben 
comprised within the Pllibdelphi. Confcrence...,.the Genesee 
Conference not haviug been organized till seven years after
during the ucxt four year;. The .Rcv. James Hughes says • 
• < IIe presided at the first camp meetin~ ever held in the State 
Jf.New York. at Geneva Lake, in the sUlUmer of 1805-the 
year of C'lse's arrival in Canada. This was probably tbe 
meeting referred to in Lorenzo Dow's Journal, from which, 
118 it gives us a glimpse of our subject aud the times, we give. 
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1\ sl,ort quotatiol1-" Thursday, May 22nd, I saw Brother 
Willis, who married us, and J o'eph Jewell, Presiding Elder of 
the Genesee District, who callie a great disbnce to attend 
camp meeting, llnd brought a number of lively young preach. 
ers with him, they never having attended one before. The 
people attended in considerable numbers, amongst whom was 
Timothy Dewey, myoId friend, wbom I had not seen but once 
for fonr years past. The wicked attempted intrusion, but 
tbeir efforts were ineffectual, and turned upon their own 
heads, being checked by II magistrate. Monday, 6tb, we had 
a tend~r parting time. In the course of the meeting good was 
done in the nllme of the Lord. I moved a collection for cne 
of Jewell's young preachers, Parley Parker, formerly a play
mate of mine." Parley must have been in straits. In 1808 
Jeweli is returned in the Minutes as superannuated; and in 
1810, 'as located. If the writer's' recollection serves him aright 
he was informed by the Rev. Henry B~ehU1, once Bishop As
bury's travelling companion, tbat Jewell married; and finding 
his health failing, took a supernnmerary relation, but finding 
this temporary, or partial retirement, did not permanently re
store his health sufficiently to return to the effective ranks, he 
thought best, as he had some private meane, to retire from all 
Conferential claime and relations; and therefore did what was 
then very COlD man for the best of men-Iocated_ But contin
ued faithful and died in the Lord. Such men will corne into 
sight on the resurrection morn. Till then, though lost to sight, 
they are to memory dear. 

65. In immediate connection with Jewell, we mention two 
!l1' three yonng men who will not come into notice any other 
way, and yet they deserve to be mentioned and remembered. 

66. [[The first of these was SA3IUEL DRAPER, received on 
Irial in 1801, and appointed to travel that year as the Elder's 
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Colleague on the Bay of Quinte. He only j'cmained one year, 
:ind was never under Robinson's presiding-eldersbip. He 
returned to the States and laboured witbin the bounds of the 
New York Conference, till the time of his death, which hap. 
pened in the Conference year, 1824-25. He always had charge 
of the circuits he tra.elled-in one of which the old and 
famous Cambridge Circuit, he remained fonr years con.ecn
tively, namely from 1819 to 1823 ; he was presiding elder 
two terms successively-four years on the Champlain District 
and the same length of time on the Ashgrove. He alway. 
staid two years at a time in a Circuit, excepting his first Circuit 
and his last, from which bis lIIaster called him away. His 
brethren adllJitted that, .. hundreds would have canse to rejoice 
that they ever heard bis voicc ; " and yet they tbought proper 
to record a censure against bim after he was dead! What 
was he guilty of! .. He sometimes indulged too much in bis 
private interviews, in "humorous disposition I" We think 
tbis a needless blot. Far be it from us to defend frivolity and 
levity in anyone, still less in a Minister; but what is bu
mar? Wby, it is something which pertains to human. h 
may make peopie Emile becanse of its aptness; but what of 
that 1 Mr. D's play of humour was only allowed in " "rivate 
interviews." Perhaps as much could not be Slid of his cen
sors. The eynicalllIatthew 'Wilkes once reproved the celebra
ted Robert Hall, for his drollery in company. Hall respond
ed, .. The difference between you and me, IIlr. Wilkes, is this 
-I talk my nonsense in tt,e parlor, and you talK your's in the 
pulpit." Draper died in Amenia, at the house of his (lId friend 
Peter Powers, in the forty-sixth yeal- of his age, and twenty
third of Lis ministry. 

67. [[SETII CaDwELL was cotem;orary with Robinsoll two 
years in Canada, altbough he did not remain after the form8\' 
assumed Ihe vresidio;;.eldershiI ; hut as he is nowhere else 
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portrayed at length, although his name is several ti;nes men
tioned, and is in every way worthy of Ruch portrayal, we per
f.,rm that lahar of love in this connexion. The Minutes, 
those curious and invaluahle records, say "he was horn in the 
year of our Lord 17:31, in the town of Toland, in the State of 
Connecticut. 'Vhen he was ahout two years old, his parent", 
with their family, removed to the town of Chatham in the 
same State, where he was converted to God in 1797." He 
was conseqllently only sixteen years of age at that important 
~v.'nt. .. IIe commenced preaching in the New London Cir
cuit, some time previous to the sitting of the New York 
Conference in 1801 "-that is, at the age of twenty. ".H 
this conference he was received on trial, and appointed a 
Missionary to Canaaa, wh~re he lahoured with considerable 
success" His Canada Circuits were, according to the Min
utes, in 1801, Niagara; and in 1802, Oswegatchie and Ottawa. 
But we heard him spoken of with rapture in Sidney and 
Thurlow, and we surmise that after Bangs went out to a.sist 
Sawyer on tbe Niagara, the Presiding Elder removed Crowell 
to the Bay Quinte country. He is rell1Ambered in this country 
as very boyi;h looking, being small of statu:-e, so as to lead 
the people to speak of him as " Little Crowell." He is reported 
as gifted, "olub!e, and possessed of flaming zeal and heroism. 
Tradition says he slept a night ill the woods of Murray, be
tween the Trent and Presque Isle, and that, ,lacob like, he sat 
up It pillar in the morning, on the yielding substance of which 
friable stone he engraved .. holiness to the Lord," with his 
pocket knife. 

68. Dr. Bangs says of bim: .. He was a young preacher of 
great zeal, and the most indomitatble industry. He possessed 
superior talents." .. He graduated," say the Minutes, .. in 
the usual manner to the offices of Deacon and Elder, In 
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180~, he laboured on the Fletcher Circuit; and i~ Hl04 on the 
Bl'anu '" ; in 1805, t' lO Albany; in 1806, in the City of New 
York; ill 1807, Missionary within the bounds of the ~ew 
York Conference; in 1808, stationed in Schenectady; in 
1809, returned superllumerary, in which relation he continued 
the next year; in 1811, in charge of Chatham, whence he had 
gone out into the work; in 1812, in the same relation on the 
Reading Circuit, with two colleagues." We must ~Bow the 
Minutes to teB the rest. <, In 1813, his health beinp; greatly 
impaired, he requested and received a superanuuated relation. 
In this relation he continued for three years. In 1816, in 
compliance with his own request, he was appointed It Mission· 
ary to labour within the bounds of the New York Conference. 
The two following years he was stationed in the City of New 
York; and in 1819, he received a location. He was re admit,. 
ted a member of the Conference in lS:!4, and was rcturned in 
the Jlinutes superannuated, in which relation he continued till 
the time of his death." 

G9. "As a preacher," they continue, "Brother Crowell was 
posse>sed of more than ordinary talents. He was often heard 
to speak in demoGstration of the spirit and of power j and he 
was instrumental in the conversion of many souls. He waS 
SUbject to great depression of spirits, and dunng great a part of 
his ministerial carcer, suffercd much through bodily weakness. 
In his illness his trials were very scvcre; but at length be 
gained the victory over all, and died in peace in thc City of 
/Ii ew York, on the sixth day of July, in the year of our Lord 
~~:!"." Thus have we seen how another of the Cauadi.h 
pioneers, through much tribulation entered the kingdom. 

70. [[JAMES AIKENS is another of those who fall under "ur 
['resent head as associates of Jewell. "Ve have an obituary 
of him matle ready to our hands; and most creditable it is to 
the young Irishman, who spent some of his earlier mi!)isterial 
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We in the wilds of Canada. "James Aikens-a native of 
Ireland, who was born in tbe year of our Lord, 1778, came to 
America in 1792, experienced religion in Pennsylvania, and 
attached himself to tbe Metbodi,t Chnrch in 1795. He en
tered into the itinerant ministry in 1801, and was appointed 
snccessively to tbc following circuits, viz., Oswcgotchie, (in 
(JaDada,) Northnmberland, Northampton, St Martins, Accn
mank, Milford, Cambrid ,e, Somerset, Bristol, Cecil, Talbot, 
Accomack, Milford, New-Mills, Freehold, Asbury, Tren:on, 
Freeho,d, in 1820, (when be marricd,) Hamburi!" Salem, and 
in 1823 to Bergin, where he closed his labors and his life 
togetber, on the 9th of Augu,!, at the house of John Theel, in 
Haverstraw. He endured a very painful illness of about 
twenty-three days, from a canccrous ulcer in his face, with 
great patience. To tbe family with wbom he stayed, he ob· 
served, in presence of his physician, 'I shall dle here. God 
called me into tbe work, and he has called me out of it j medi
cal aid cannot help me.' 

71. "Not a murmur escaped bim during the whole period 
)f his illness, and on all occasions he C\'inced hillJself the subject 
?f the eOn soling power of the grace of God. Being asked, 
For what shall we pray l' he replied, 'Tbat God may finish 

his work.' • 'Vhat are your exercises relative to death l' • I 
have no choice-no will of my own.' Being asked, (perhaps 
an hour or tw') before be died,) 'Do you experience much 
pain ~) 'No.' 'Is Jesus preciou~ l' 'Yes.' 'Do you see 
anything to obstruct your passage to tbe Kin6dom l' , No.' 
He was informed he was dyill.'!, and tbougb perfectly rational 
to the last, his mind was placid, and he betrayed not a 
aymptom of fear. Thns has Brother Aikens finisbed bis 
course with joy, and an abundant enlrance, we trllst, bas been 
ministered to him into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
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nnd Sa. lOur Jesus Christ." He was an early fd~nd of ,Jewell's, 
h"vin~ been converted in the neighborhood of Boehm's 
Chapel. His death occurred in 1824, it being thp 43rd year 
of' his age, and 25th of his ministry. 

i1. l[VVILLIA}I A:;-soN might he mentioned as a cotpm!,o
raryof both JEwell and Robinson in Canada. Both he ana 
Robinson wefe under the presiding eldership of Jewell; bnt 
he did not remaia in the country till Robinson came into 
office, although he returned for one year after he went out of 
office. Anson was a native of the United State~, but received 
his first appointment in Canada to the Bay of Quinte Circuit, 
in 1800, in which year he was received on trial. He had the 
affectionate Keeler for his "enior colleague. The next year 
(1801-2) he was in charge of tl:c old O.;wegotchie Circuit, 
with the young Irishman, James Aikens, for his assistant. 
His appointment for 1802-3 was Grand Isle, a spot well 
suiteu to its name, in Lake Champlain. ~1any years after, 
the writer heard one of \lis then parishioners speak in glowing 
terms of the person, manners, preaching, and snccess of Wil. 
liam Anson in that fertile place. 

72. Thence he removed to the important Vergennes Circuit. 
In both of these last two Circuitb he was alone. In one or 
other of these charges the following strange occurrence, tradItion 
,up, took pbce, which it is likely is authentic in its essential 
features, as it smacks very much of the character of the times. 
Anson, as the story runs, wo.s very popular, and drew many 
of a certain ~ettled minister-'s congregation to hear him. 

Some of tbese asked their pastor, how so able and attracting 
a pr€acher could afford tf) labor for eighty dollars a year, while 
they had to give him several hundreds 1 He replied that the 
Methodist preachers had only a few >crmollS which they had 
learned out of hooks and had got tbem by heart, by oft-
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repeating; but that they had no learning, and were not 
capable of making a sermon for themselves. This led to a 
proposal t.hat the two dominics should preach to the ",sembled 
people from the same pulpit on a given day, and that each one 
should give the other his text just as he mounted the rostrum. 
\Ve have forgotton what Anson gave hi. brother minister: 
whatever it was, he failed to make any thin!! of it, and came 
down in confusion. He, however, gave his rival what he 
thought wonld be a poser, the words of' Baalam's beast 
of hurden: "Am I not tbine ass!" It unfolded itself 
at once to the ready itinerant, and he applied it to his oppo-

. nent-making the wicked Prophet to represent the minister, 
whose doctrines he did not believe; the submissive ass, thc 
congregation; and the saddle, the heavy salary. Snch pas
sages at arms, which were then not uncommon, ha\'e now 
most bappily passed away, hut may be relerred to as illustra
tive of a state of religious society which once existed. 

73. In 1804, we find him hack in onr own wilderness 
noun try, and appointed to the Home District. This would 
include the then village of York, Yonge Street, and alt the 
settlements up and down the lake, not included in the other 
Circuits east and west. Let the respectable :iHethodists of 
'roronto and its neigbborhood remember, tbat eighteen hun· 
dred and jour was the date of their becoming a distinct pas
toral eharge by themselves, and that WAr. ANSON was the 
pastor. During this year he must have exchanged w.th the 
Niogara preacher., an arrangement then ,ery common with 
single men, as our venerated "Father" Isaac Van Norman, 
now of Nelson, has a lively remembrance of tbe benefit he 
received from Anson's preaching, then himself a young man, 
residing at the fout of Lake Eri ... 

74. Our subject went out of the country as Case entered it, 



66 CASE, AND 

and returned no more. His charge that ye;!r (1805) wa! 
Pitsficld, in the noble Ashgrove District. The next year h~ 
removed to South Britain, where he was alone. The follow· 
ing year he was elevated to the Presidin:; Eldership of the 
Asugrove District, ill which he remained the full term of four 
years. Thence he was transf"rr~d to the important frontier 
Di,trict, Rhinebcck, in charge of which he remained but two 
years. Aftcr that he was successively in charge of' Duchess, 
Rhinebeck, Saratoga, Pittstown, Chatham, Hudson, and Pitts· 
fieid Circuite, in most of which he had very respectable min· 
isters as his assistants-another instance of the superiority of 
the men who laid the fuundations of Methodism in Canada. 

75. In 1823, he was made a supernumerary, but still in 
chargl- of Ballstown Spa, and Saratoga Springs. These two 
sauitary posts scemed then, and long after, to have been gar· 
risoncd !>y veteran invalids-he had anotber supernumerary 
for his collea6ue. He continued in tbis relation-doing gar: 
rison duty-receiving probably a small consideration for his 
labors-till 1838. In these appointments he often had old 
companions iu anus asaociated with hilll,-such as Stead. 
Ensign, Moriarty, and Lyon. Thc creation of the Troy Con· 
ference in 1832, comprised Anson's residence v.ithin its 
bounds, which, in 1839, placed him on tho list of superan· 
nuates, where he remained to July 17, 1848, when he was 
relieved from his toils and sufferings by deatb. It is said of 
him, " He had his full share of hardships, but never flinched." 
"Had undoubted piety, sterling integrity, and respectable 
talents. He was laborious and useful, and his preaching was 
plain and powerfuL" Tbe few survivors amon~ his Canadian 
friends will read this clause of his life with interest. 

76. [[CALEB )IoRRJ~, who was Robioson's colleague on the 
old Ottaw-a Circuit, we shall ha,'e to dispatch in a summary 
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way, as he never laboured but tbat year in Canada, and we 
do not remember to have heard him spoken of, even by the 
p~ople of that region. That was the yeor 1801. He had 
been received on trial the year before, and travelled the Her
kimer Circuit, in the State of New York, as the assistant of 
thB famous Anthony Turk. He and Robinsou came into the 
Province together, from tbe same region. At the close of hiq 
year with U8, he was removed to X ew England, and stationed 
on the Greenwich and Warren Circuit with two others. In 
1803, he was in char<;e of the LitchfielJ Circuit, New York 
Conference. The next yeal' he was ordained elder, tran.fcrred 
to the Philadelphia Conference, and stationed at Cape lIIay. 
The next yeur he was the assistant of James Herron (whom 
we shall have to consiJer umOD" the worthy Ibt of Canadian 
laborers) on the Dntch Creek Circuit. Ia 1806, we find him 
ill cbar~e uf the Annamcsscx Circuit; the next year, in charge 
of the St. Martins-all this time within the Pl:iladelphia 
Conference. The next year (1808) thut Conference raturns 
him as loeated. Thus he who crosses our path for one 5hort 
J'car, and who, comet like, passes to New England, to New 
York, aLd then to Pennsylvania, changing his Circuit every 
year, after seven years itinerancy is lost to our sight forever_ 
Nay; let us hope to meet him among the blood-washed in the 

Day of the Lord.] 

'17. [f JAME~ HERRON, who was Jewell's assistant on the 
Oswegatchie Circuit in 1800-1, had been received on trial one 
year before, and who had travelled the intervening year on the 
r.hester and Stra.bour<;h Circuit, Philadelphia District, with 
three other laborers, was probably a Pennsylvania, Delaware, 

or Jersey man. 

78. We were told some things of him and his labors whi'e 
here, many years ago, by the old settlers on the banks of the 
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St. Lawrence, bnt we retain nothing except the dim impres

sion that he is the young man affected with a sore leg, nursed 

so kindly at old Mr. Ault's, the father of Simon anttJacob, of 

Matilda. 

79. lIe returned the next yea1", (his removal most likely 

being hastened by the affection referred to,) and was appointed 

tn the Dorche,ter Circuit, in the "Delaware and Eastern 

Shore Di,trict." In that region he remained, and when tnt 
Philadelphia Conference ,\":IS organized in 1805, he fell within 

its boundaries, and lobared (usually in charge) on the Xew

hurgh, :'f. J., Tin~", Annamesscx, Duck Creek, (where he had 

Caleb Manis with him,) Accomack, Dorchester, (again,) 
SOlllcrsett, Anname~sex, (again,) i.Jilt~)]·d, Accomack, (again,) 
Circuits. II" rose to the Presi']ing Eldership one yelr, 
(180S,) on the Susquehanna District. It is remarkable be 
never remained but one ye":}' at a time ill any charge; still, 
his thrice going back to fonner Circuit", shows he was not 
unacceptable in thelll. As bis removes were frequent and 
Inn'.;. we surmise he remained sin,:...:le, as so many pre3chers 
the!! did, while in the itinerancy. lIe located in ISH, having 

probably married about that time. 

SO. IIe was evidently a man who maintained a good stand· 

ing. 'Ye have not searched the Minutes to see whether he 

evcr rcturneu to the work of a Circuit again, which he may 

have done, like a great many others; but we must now part 
company with him till we meet at the resurrection of the just. 

S1. [[SAm::E'L HOWE was another of Robinson's direct 
cotemporaries, being one year, like himself, under the Presid
ing Eldership of ,Ie-well, aod the second of the two he spent 
in the Prodoce under that of Robinwn. We have not 

gleaned any reminiscences of him in this country, tbe time of 

his advent being '0 early and his stay so short. We adopt 
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the obituary we find in tbe General Minutes: from wbicb it 
appears that he went out of the country as Case came i~
returned, and remained in tbe New York Conference, where 
he romained till tbe formation of the Troy Conference in 
1832, within whose boundaries his gcographical position placed 
him, and in nonncxion with which he reruainml till death. 
From this obituary, furtbermore, we find that he, like most of 
the young pioneers wbo labored in Canada for a short period, 
turned out and endcd well. Thc mcn who planted lIIethodism 
in our conntry were good and reliable. 

82. "Samuel Howe was born in Belcher, 1I1ass., in 1781. 
When be was seventeen years of age, his father with Lis 
family removed to Decatur, N. Y. Soon after their scttle
mcnt in their new horne, young Samuel was led to Christ and 
salvation. He at OIlce began to improve in the social n.eanS 
of grace, and it Was soon ap'parent that he had talent for use
fulness. He was licensed first to ""hort, and soon after to 
preach as a local prcacher. [-Ie was receivcd on trial by the 
Philadelphia Conference, which then embraced the westem 
part of tbe State of New York. This was in 1802; which 
year he labored in thut position of the work; in 1803, he 

,labored On the Ni(Jgara and Long Poillt Circuit," in Upper 
Canada; ., in 1804, he was ordained deacon by Bishop 
Watcoat, and appointed to Ottawa CiTCllit," (on the boundary 
line between the Upper and Lower Proyinces;) "in 1805," 
(the year of Case'R arrival hert·,) "]lC returned to the State~. 
and labored on Fletcher Circuit, Vt.; in 1806, he waS ordained 
cIder by Bisbop Asbury; after which he lab' red as follows :-
1807, Seencetady, 1808, Albany Circnit.; 1809, Montgomerv j 
1810, Cambridge; 1811, Brandon; in 1812, on account of 
family ailliction, returned Buperanuuated; in 1813, again 
effective, and appointed to lIIiddlcbury, Vt.; in 181,1, ap-
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pdinted to Pitslown Circnit j 1815, Saratoga j 181 G, ~Iiddle· 
bury, again; 1817 and 1818, New York City; 1819 and 
18~0, Rhinebeck; 1821, IIl0ntgomery, ogain; 1822 and 
18~3, Saratoga, again; 182 t and 1825, Cambridge, a second 
time j 1826 and 1827, Chatham; 1828 and 1829, Pitstown j 
1830, Lee, 111 ass. He·re he continued to labor till the rail of 
the year, wben his nervous system became so prostrated that 
he wns compelled to desist. In 1831, he received a super
annuated relation; after which he continued unable to do 
effective service. 

83. "Brother Howe never cng~gcd in any secular busines~t 
as be did not consider himself' released from his call to thc 
work of the ministry; but at oil times he held himself in r~adi
ness, to the utmost ofbis stren;;th, to preach onywhere and evcry
where-in the city, or in tbe country-in the strcets and 
public conveyances. He was empbatically a man of ono 
business, and hc was truly faithful. His theme was uniformly 
ltligion. All who assodated with bim, whcther in Confer· 
ence, in public, or the private circle, felt that tbey were in 
tbe presence of a man of God. H~ was olways solemn and 
dignified. Samuel Howe never trifled. 

84. "Some twelve years since be sougbt and found t.he 
blessing of perfect love. It seemed to mould and fashion his 
a!reody devoted spirit all over anew. Tbis was his constant 
them e during tbe last year of bis life, in the pulpit and tbe 
private eirele. In its enjoyment he lived, and labored dili
gently to bring others to tbe fountain opened by the Saviour'. 
blood, that they, too, might wash and be clean. 

85. ,. On tbe 16th of February, 1858, he left his homo in 
Lansingburg, and went to the North Second Street Cburch in 
Troy, to attend the funeral of an aged brother in Cbrist and 
an old acquaintance. At the conclusion of tbe discourse he 
arose and made a few remarks, "hich he coucluded bv saving, 
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that us he had entered into his seventy eighth year. be shoulJ 
soon follow the deceased, and hoped to meet him in heaven. 
He immediately retired to one of the class rooms in th" base
ment, where in a few moments he expired. His remains were 
conveyed to Lansingburg, and on the following Sabbath, 
according to a request he had made years previously, the 
funeral sermon was preached by his familiar friehd, the Rev. 
Seymour Coleman, who addres,ed a large audience from Ne
hemiah vii. 2. Truly our venerable Brother Howe 'was a 
faithful man, and feared God above many.' Let us follow 
him as he followed Christ." May every Canadian Methodist: 
from the grouud of his heart, say, Amen I 

86. [[ Another young mau came into the Province the yeax 
, of Robinson's presiding eldership, and continued, as Howe did, 
two years-going out in 1805, as Case came in. This wo, 
REUBIN HARRIS. He spent his first year in the ::': iagam 
and Long Point Circuit, and his second on the Bay of Quinto. 
As we have gleaned noLhing about him from private suurces 
we avail ourselves of the official obitnary of him in the Minutes 

of 1844. 

87. c, REUBEN HARRIS was born in Canterbury, Windham 
Connty, Con_, the latter part of 1776, and was awakened and 
converted to God by the instrumentality of Methodist preach
ers, in the antnmn of 1800, and very soon united with the 
M. E. Church. He not only united with the Methodists as 
the people of his choice, but he studied and became attached 
to the entire system of Methouism, in its doctrines, discipline, 
usages, and government; from which he never swerved to t.he 
day of bis death_ He received the first license as a local 
preacher, November 26th, 1802, and was admitted on trial 
into the itinerant ranks at the New York Conference, held at 
Asbgrove, June, 1803, and offered himself as a volunteer for 
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fTppcr Canada, where l,e Iravelled two years. In 1805, he re
turned to the States, attended Conference, was received into 
full connexinn, ordained deacon by Bishop Asbury, and sta
tioned on Brandon Circuit, Vt.; in 1506, on Fletcher Circuit; 
in 1807, he was ordained elder on lIliddletown Circuit in 

Connecticut. 

88 "He eOutinued and filled various appointments in Cor.
nccticnt, )lassachusetts, Vermont, on Long Island, and in 
Winchester County, New York, until 1823, when hc was re
~lIl'11ed supernumerary, which relation he held until 1829, at 
which time l,e took effective work. In 1834, he was again 
returned supernumerary, and in 1839 became finally superan
lluated, and moved with his family to Chardon, Grang. County. 
Oi.ie, whcre he labored as health and upportunity permitted. 

89. "In the latter part of Decemher he left his home with 
the intention to spend the winter further south, and return by 
the way of New York, and hc present at the Conference. He 
travelled as far .s Lane"tcr, Ohio, where, after prcaching on 
Sabhath, the 11 th of Fehruary, he was taken with congestive 
fever, which closed his mortal career, on Februnry 15th, 1844, 
in tl,e 68th year of his a~e. He died in peace and fuil 
assurance of hope." Thus have we seen anothe, Canadian 

. pionwr preacher safely across the Jordan of death. 'Ihe 
obituary further says of hi, character:-

on. "Brother Harri" though of a peculiar mental constitu
tion, was uniformly pious, a man of great patience and peme
vcrance in lahar; thc Bible was tu him the book uf books. 
He was sound in doctrine, and a useful minister of the New 
Testament. He lahoured long and suffered muel, in his 
Master's cause, and has gone, we trust, to receive a crown of 
life rom the Lord, the righteous Judge." 
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91. [PETER V A:'<1N EST, one of the oldeot and most reliable 
D, Robin,on's corps of men during the year of his presiding. 
eldership, who had been one yenr in the Prov:nce before 
Robinson came into office, under Jewell. He went out of 
it two year" before Caee entered. We draw on his obituary 
Dotice for the facts of hi~ early life. 

92. "lIe was born in Bethlehem Township, Huntington 
County, N. J., on the 5th of AU!!;1lst, 17&9. Iu the year 
1771 h" went to reside in the city of Philadelphia. Shortly 
after his "ettlement in the city he was powerfully awakened to 
a sense of'sin. On one occasion he was so alarmed and terri· 
lied that he arose from his bed and went in pursuit of som~ 
one to interpose, lest (to use his own words) , the devil should 
come and take him away bodily.' Such was the guilty dread 
of his troubled mind, that every step he took the pavement 
seemed to bend beneath his feet, and he feared that the earth 
was ready to open and swal10w him up. 

93. "In 1780 bis awakenings were greatly renewed, and he 
tried for the first time in his life the POW'Jf of prayer. It was 
1I0t, howe"er, until tbe year 1783, that he was led to see him· 
self as he real1y was. Being in Bri"tol, England, he wO' 
invited by a friend to go and hear Methodist preacbillg, at 
what was then called Guinea·otrect Chapel. Mr. Thomas 
"'arwick was the preacher. He tLought, while listening to 
tbe man of God, that his discourse was al1 directed to him, 
and that nothing hut motives of delicacy prevented the 
preacher from telling his name. U uder this sermon he had 
such views of himself as he never had before; aod on retiring 
to his lodgings tbe ~lemn resolution was formed, that in the 
strength of grace he would try and save his soul, and part d 
tbat night he spent in prayer to God to have mercy upon him, 

..... poor silJ.u~r 
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D4. "A few days after this, according to his owu requesl, 
he was received on trial, and in ahout two mouths found peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, in Richard Bundy's 
daBs, which he met in his own house. In this class he cou
tinned to meet for about three years, when he was appointed 
the leader of a class in Bedm; nster. In the beginning of 1794 
the Rev. Henry Moor" sent him the Local PrmcherB' Plan, 
the appointments upon which he filled till 1796, when he reo 
tnrned to America. The latter part of this year he was 
received on trial in the Philadelphia Conference, and appoint
ed to Salem Circuit, N. J., with Robert lIleCoy, but did not 
go out that year. The next year, 1797, he attended the 
Conference at Duck Creek, (Smyrna, Del.,) and was again 
received. 

95. "After his reception his appointments were as follow i 
1707, Middletown, in the placa of .lfichael Coote, who went 
to Canada; 1798, Croton Circuit, spent three months, and 
then sent to lIliddletown again; 1799, Whitinl;ham, to form 
a new Circuit; 1800, Fletcher, formerly Essex; and in 1801, 
New Londoo." In one or b01h of these two last Circnits his 
travels were e:<tended into Lower Canada, where he was very 
successful. As that rclates to our specific object, we are 
happy to be able to present from his own pen some account of 
his labors. He S'y>, "We had a good time all around the 
Circuit; I baptized by sprinkling, pouring, and immersion, 
four hundred persons. 

96. "My work required me to cross the Missiqoi River. 
When winter came I was unahle to get my horse over the 
flver, on account of the boat being sunk. I therefore lefe 
him with a friend to bri'lg into St. Albans, a distance of 
sev~nteen miles. I got over the river myself in .. canoe, 
amid the drift of ice. I travelled abouL one bundred mHe. 
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on frot, and most of the way through the woods and deep 
snow, without a track, and sometimes stepping into "pring
holes up to my knees in mud and water; the snow would 
wear off tbe mud, hut did not dry my feet. Some part of 
the way was on the ice, whirh at that season covered the 
Bay, where I fouud the water three or four inches deep; 
and being compelled to travel in shoes (haviug no boots) I 
had wet reet of course." "He then," says the Rev. J. Hughes, 
" gets his horse, hut the horse dies towards summer; gets 
another, and at the close of the year starts on horseback for 
the Conference, four hundred miles; reports an increase to 
the Church of 125 members." 

97. Mr. Vannest was appointed to Upper Canada in 1802. 
and remained two years. His appointments, according to the 
Minute8, were Bay of Quinte, 1802, and Oswegatchie, in 1803. 
But it is certain from his own published account, that he 
travelled the Niagara country as well. TranspositioL2 were 
ofteu made of the Cirruit preachers during the year, by the 
Presiding Elder, at that time. His appoiutment to the Pro
vince must have been a great acquisition to the work. He 
was a matured man of forty six years of age, who had seen a 
good deal of life; he had a Christian experience of fourteen 
years' length; it was eight years since he had begun to preach 
as a local preacher; and he had been in the travelling ministry 
six years. Besides all that, he was a man 0: a very decided 
character. Hear the Minutes after his death :-

98. "Father Vannest was naturally a mau of strong pre
jlI'dices, and when he was converted tbis peculiarity was sanc
tified to a good end, as he evidently became fixed in all tbe 
great views of truth and duty. When he was converted to 
God he was converted to Metbodism; indeed, reli~ion and 
Methodism with him were words of the same import. He no 
800ner knew the love of God, than hA became a warm ann 
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enthusiastic admirer of the Wesleyan doctrine and economy, 
From that time to tbe day or his death, none of the fathers 
viewed with more jealousy the nbandonment of ancient 
mages, or the introduction of novelties, than did he. All 
who knew him intimately know with what delight he "pake 
cf his personal knowh,dge of, and intercourse with our vener· 
aLle founder. IIe was most undoubtedly, to the best of hi. 
knowlcJge, a true follower of Wesley. Often in J,ove·feasts, 
and in his exhortations to Ilis junior brethren to' walk by the 
S:lme rule, nnd milld tbe same things,' would he enforce hi~ 
~0dl}' admonitions to follow Wesley, by saying, 'These eyes 
llol~" seen him, these cars have heard Lin',' and stretching forth 
Iii, hands, he would add, ' and these hands have handled him;' 
and, i" anticipation of tLe society in heaven, he has repeatedly 
f'lid, that next to his Sa-dour, he longed to see \V csll)Y, "He 

'I eJks thus of his Upper Canada labors and experiellces:-

na. "In 1802, Joseph Jcwell, Presidin<;-Elder, fum Upper 
Callada, C;Jme to the Philadelphia and l'iew York Conferences 
upon a recruitinci exepdition; as at that time nO one was sent 
UCflIS;-; the lines without his own consent." :Mr. Vannest saJ!3, 
.. I \1 luntcercd, and was .-l'nt ttl Oswegatchie. ~"'rom a place 
c,,!lcd Ihstard to tbe River ltidean was fourteen miles, the 
''';y the road wcnt; hut to cross a point of the woods it was 
Lut s"yrn: L He must hve been mistaken in that; for it was 
much further from the nearest settlement in Bastard to any 
sdtlenJent then formed on tbe Hideau.l "I got a man to pilot 
liIe; be was 5001. bewildued, and said that we were lost, an J 
de,paired of findiug the way out. \Ve tried to track our way 
L"ck, but it was impossible, the leaves were so thick, so I 
undertouk to pilot myself, and sOOn found the road. W ~ 
bot ,afc to the appointment. At tbat place I fonnd a' Indian 
family eneampru 011 the shore of thc river. Tl<b man asked 
f~li" 30mc tobJcco, and I gave him ~OUlC. The next Ulcrnio;; I 
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!Vent to see him, and he ofl'ereo:l me a fine leg of venison. I 
told him I did not want it. Ha said, • You take um, you eat 
nm, you welcome-hacco.' I asked him how far their castle 
was. He held up his hands, and said so many hundred miles. 
I asked him to show me how they went. He took a stick 
and made a map on the sand, so complete as to show the 
lake., rivers, and the carrying-places for their canoes through 
the woods. I asked him the distance from such to such a 
place. He hegan with his fingers thus: one finger for a hun· 
dred miles, a crooked finger for fifty, and a finger across the 
crooked one for twenty ·five miles. I marked down as he went 
from place to place, and found it was one thousand miles to 
where Ile pointed. 

100. " We had to go twenty miles without seeing a house, 
and were guided by marked trees, there being no road,. At 
one time my colleague was late in getting through the woods, 
when the wolves began to howl around him, and the poor man 
felt mnch alarmed; but he got through unhurt, for which he 
felt thankful to the Lord. 

101. "I think iu August I went to the Bay of Quinte Cir· 
cnit." [It then included the Horne District.] " In summer 
we crossed ferrips, and in winter we rode much on the ice. 
One appointment was thirty-four miles distant, without ~ny 
stopping place. :!'tIost of the way was throngh the Indians' 
land-otherwise called the' Mohawk Woods.' In summ.er I 
used to stop half-way in the woods and turn my horse ')ut 
where the lndians had had tbeir fires. In winter I wonld 
take sump oats in Illy saddle· bags, and make a place in the 
snow to feed my horse. In many places there were trees 
fallen across the path, which made it difficult in getting around 
in Jeep snow. I would ask the Indians why they did not 
~ut out the [,'C s. Onc saiJ, 'Indian, like deer; where he 
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no creep under, he jump over.' There WaS seldolll any tra
velling that way, which made it bad in deep SIlOW_ 

102. "At one time, when the snow was deep, I went on the 
icc till I could sec clear water, so I thou~ht it time to go 
ashore. I got off my horse and led him, and the ice cracked 
at cvery step. If I had broken throu~h, there would have 
been nothing but death for us both j but the good Lord pre
served both man and beast. I got to the woods in deep snow, 
UOlI travelled up the shore till I found a smali house, where I 
fuund out the course )f my path through IhA woods. Keeping 
a good look out for the marked trees, I at last found my ap
pointment about seven o'clock. If I had missed my path, I 
do not know what would have becomc of me. At. my stopping 
place the family had no bread, or meal to make any of, till 
they borrowed some of a neighbor; so I got my dinne' and 
supper about elven o'clock on Saturday night. On Sabbath 
1 preached. On Monday I rode ahont live miles, crossed the 
Day, and tben rode seventeen miles tbrou;;h tbe woods wilh
out seeing a bouse, preached and mel a class for a duy's work. 

103. "In the "pring of 1803 I led my horse about three 
mile, on the ice of tbe Bay of Quinte, in the afternoon. That 
night the ice all sank to the bottam; so that next morning 
tliere was none to be seen! Thus the Lord has saved me 
fruIll Illany dangers, seen and Un-Cen. Glory be to his boly 
name forever lAmeD. 

104. "In 1803 I went to the Niagara Circuit with a young 
luan by the name of Samuel Howe"-[whom we have fol
lowed to heaven.] "'Ve had no Presiding Elder that year," 
[the year of r. ,Li"son's :lereliction from duty,] "so I had to 
.ttenu Quarterly Ueetings on that and the Lon~-Point Cir
cuits. At a newly settled place in the Circuit, °1 appointed 
:J. L,)\'c fea~t. anu Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. It was 3 
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lIell thing there, and many attended. There was Ii small 
class there. I told tho leader to admit al\ members and serio 
ous personll, so he let them in till the housp- was filled to over. 
tlowing; but I 1iid tbe best I could with tbe multitudes. I 
.etlquired wby he let so many in. He said they all looked 
5Crious. and he did not know them. 

105 ... After mooting, a genteel· looking man came to me, 
and re(luested me to preach in his house. I told him I did 
not think I could, as I had 00 many appointments; but 1 
inquired where he liveii, and what sort of a house he bad. 
He said he had a large house; he kept tavern, and bad a 
large ball room that would hold many. Sir, said I, you do 
not want meeting in your house-there was no room for tbe 
Lord in the inn-but I tl.ank you for Y0urcolDJ.lliment. You 
know you do not want it, and the Lord knows you do not 
want it." [Good judge'S of human nature were those early 
itinerants, and plainly spoken, too.] "So be went away, and 
before he got half way home he felt convicted, and said to 
bims~If,-' I did not want meeting. How did the man read 
my beart ? ' When he got home he made up his mind to sell 
"is distillery, and to makc and sell no mOl'e whiskey. He 
gave I,is ball room to the Lord for a place of worship till the 
Soeiet.y could get a better place. There were seven brothers 
of them, wbo, with their wive., all g~t religion, and a good 
work began in that place. So the Lord works in his own 
way. Glory be to his holy name I " 'I'he reader will, no 
doubt, feel that this peep at olden times, tbrough the eyes of 
an actual observer. as refreshing as the transcriber must con
fess he does. 

106. Honest Peter Vannest must have been a very primi
tive.looking man; and although he carried his ideas of plain· 
ness to an extreme, even that extreme showed his conscien
tillusness. He wore 110 buttons on bis coat. but fastened it 
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with hooks and eyes; and he bore hard on all who did not 
cume up to his ideal of plainnes,. Father Bailey, late of 
Moulinettc, informed tbe writer tbat when a young man he 
went some di,tanee to a Quuterly Meeting, and Vanne;t was 
tbcre. In the course of Saturday the preacher detected two 
TOWS of brass buttons on young Bailey's spruee new coat, and 
he denounced it as a reprehensihle instance of pride and vanity. 
Thc young convert was very anxious to be a Christian in all 
respcct., and thinking the minister must be right, very 
deliberately took out his pocket.knife and cut one row off, 
and made his appearance among the pcople next day minus 
tbc superfluous buttons. 

107. Every Canadian Methodist will be glnd to learn wb., 
became of thi; devoted evangelist after bis labors closed in 
this country. In gratification of tbis natural curiosity, wo 
bave to say he returned to the State of New Jersey, anll 
took an appointment that threw him within the Lounds of the 
Philadelphia Conference. in coonection with which he spent 
all the rest of his effective ministry, which continued till the 
year 1818. Peck, in his Early Methodism, say>. "At the 
Philadelphia Conference of 1807, Peter Vannest was ap. 
pointed a Missionary to the HolJand Purchase. He furded 
the Genesea River near the place where Rochester now stands, 
and in tbe month of June preached his fi"st sermon in what 
i, now O,;den Centre." "He returned," (at the end of the 
year.) .. according to the Minute3, fifty members." Pretty 
well. as the fruit of only one year's labor. Six years of the 
time he romained effective he was Presi<ling Elder. In one 
or his Districts he had two bretbren associated with him who 
had lahored successfully in Canada: these were James Herron 
and William Anson. All tbe rest of his effective ministry 
be was in charge of important Circuit~J often th\ 3up~rin
tendent of stroug men-all of which proves that th. -(lJa.,donl 
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Oanadian pioneer was no mean man. In the pages of Peck we 
again get a glimpse of our hero. "In the summer of 1810, 
a Camp·meeting was held in lIIinden, about twelve miles 
from our native plac~." "When Vayuga District was formed 
in 1808, Ostego Circuit was a part of it, and Peter Vannest 
had been the Presidin;>: Elder on that District for two year., 
when the Genesee Conference was organized. At the Camp. 
meeting referred to, William Case, then a young man, was 
th9 Presiding Elder; but Peter Vannest was present, and 
had considerable to say. It was with him a sort of farelVell 
festival, as from this meeting he left th. cold North and took 
his place in the Philadelphia Conference. He had then 
reached the period of grave Age, and was called 'father' by 
the younger class." 'fwo years he stood in connection 
with Circuits as a Supernumerary, which showed his dispo
sition to do something for the cause when he could no longer 
perform full work. 

108. In 1831, he superannuated, and remained in that 
relation till his death, which emhraced a period of twenty-one 
years. Of that part of his life his biographer says: "He 
resided in Pemberton, where his pri¥ate walk and conversa· 
tion has been well known and appreciated. The church in 
that plac~, before whom he has gone in aDd out these many 
years, knelV that his eye was the eye of a watchman to the last; 
and although he sometimes 'rebuked sharply,' Done were 
aisposed to attribute it to anything save to his jealousy for the 
honor of God and the purity of religion. Father Vannest, as 
he was able, 'went abollt doin/!: good.' He especially took an 
interest in "oor widows aDd their fatherless children, and 
besides visiting them, contribnted of his lim~ted means to their 
aid and comfort. It was a rare and imposing spectacle to 
behold a minister of the Gospel in his ninety·,econd year, with 
staff in hand, and without any special pastoral, going from 

El 
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house to house inquiring: after the temporal and spiritual 
welfare of the inmates. Often was he thus found." 

109. ,Vo skip over llIuch that is interesting and to his hooor. 
nnd ~ivc the closing sccne. "On Tuesday, October the Sth. 
1851, 1e wos attacked with paralysis, which totally disabled 
one side, aod so affected the power of speech that for two 01 

three days it was with difficulty he could be understood; but 
bis speech gradually returned, so that by Friday he could 
communicale with any of the numerous visitors who came to 
behold the saint of near" century triumphing over deatb, 
hell and the "ra''C. lIrom this tin,e until the next Thu~sdal', 
whi~h finished his stay (,n earth, the interest taken in the 
last moments of this aged servant of God was evinced byon. 
incessaot stream of visitors. It was all Friday, immediately 
succeeding his attack, that his tongue seemed fairly loosed to 
utter the praises of God. On approaching lIis bed and inquir
ing after his state and prospects, he would say, '0 glory, 
~lory, glory! Hallelujah to the 1.0mb forever and ever I ' On 
Sunday he was very happy and had many visitors; among 
these were several young Olen, whom he exhorted most 
earnestly to be faithful to the service of God. To two sisters 
wto called to see bim on that day, he said, looking up with a 
most heavenly smile on his face, 'Sec me die happy! see me 
die happy, happy, hoppy !' The ver"e of our hymns begin
ning, ' I'll praise my Maker while I 're breath,' furnished for 
him a most favorite theme. This he "epeated and sung at 
intervals to the last. Thus died F" ther Vannest, of the New 
Jersey Conference, • being old and full of days,' leaving the 
indubitable evidence that he had fou~ht a Iload fight, finished 
his CQurse, and received the crown." 

no. [~EHE'!L' U. TOllPI{!:-IR will require a passing 
noticl', having labored a ycar in the Province cotemporary with 
Robinson. Tbis was tbe year 1S02-3, and, according to tbe 
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alinutcR, that was on the Oswegotchie Circuit. He had 
been received on trial at the previous Conference, but whence 
he came we cannot inform our readers. We have gleaued 
nothing ahout him, save his receptiou on trial; his ordination, 
lirst as a deacon, then as an elder; and the sillltions he occu. 
pied, which were all in the New York Conference, and covered 
eight years. So far as we llave seen, he never had charge of 
a Circuit hut once, and never remained but one year on a 
Circuit at once-from which we should be inclined to infer 
that he was below mediocrity a. a preacher or manager; or 
els", that ho remained single till tbe period of his retirement, 
as single men were more often subordinates, and usually 
removed annually. He located in 1809. Whether he ever 
returned to the ac:iv)' work again, like many others who 
retired for a timc in those days, we have not searcned the 
Minutes to find out-his hold on Canadiau sympathy not, 
being sufficient to require it. He seems to have been a 
person of unblemisbed character.] 

111. [SAMUEL MERWIN, who afterwards occupied a dis
tinguished plare in the American Connexion, took an appoint·· 
ment for onc year in Canada. This was in no less a place 
lhan the cily of Montreal. It stood for that one year in con
.ection with the Pits field District. During that, year he 
made an unsuccessful attempt to introduce Methodism into 
Quebec. After preaching some time under the Presiding 
Elder, he had heen received on trial in 1800, when he was 
Etationed on Long Island; in 1801, in charge of Redding; 
;n 1802, alone on the Adams' Circuit; and then, in 1803-4, 
I1t Montreal; two years hefore Bangs went to Quebec. Ilrom 
that city he was transferred to the city of New York, and 
eontinued a highly honorable and useful career, which ended 
peacefully, after forty yeaI'd lahar, in 1839, as appears from 
the obituary in t he Minutes, 'Vhich we transcribe. 
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112. "Samuel Merwin waB born in Durham. Oon., S~p
tember, 1777, and while quite young removed with his parents 
into ;>cIV Durham. N. Y. Here under the paternal roof he 
was instructed in the things of God. From bis childhood he 
was morC or IC:38 the subject of religious impr('s~il)n<.;. Under 
a funeral .ermon he became deeply awakened: he earnestly 
Bought and found salvation through Christ. but being a mere 
!ad. and having no one to take him by tbe hand. he soon ren 
back ag3in into the world. It was not long, however, before, 

through t:.c instrumentality of the Methodists, after continued 
and !-ererc stru;.!rlc~, he '.,"as a~3in brought into the libBrty 
of Ihe sons of God. Immediately he declared what God had 
dOlle for bis ,oul, at the same time exhorting his neighbors 
to flee frolll the wrath to come. The Church looked upon 
him as a messenger of the cror:,s, and thrn~t {lim out into her 

.ineyard. When scarcely l\yenty years of age he was em
ployed by the Presiding Elder to labor on a portion of the Dela
ware District. in the ;-';cw York Gonference. In the year 1800 
he ,,,.as received on trial in the same Conference at its a.nnual 

sossion. III this and other Canferences he continued ·to labor 
till called to his reward. He departed in peace in the sixty
second year of his age, on the 13th of January, lS39, in ths 
town of P.hincbeck, after having bcen eoga;.:ed in prel>ching 

the Gospel about forty years." * * * * * 
113. "l<or a long time Brother Merwin occupiell an eminent 

place in the itinerant ranks. and was repeatedly called t'1 fill 
important stations in the New York. New England, Baltimore, 
and Philadelphia Conferences. He was peculiarly qualified 
to adjust differences, to settle difficulties, to ad",inister cnn. 
solation to the afflicted, and to detect and expo..., the deceit
ful and desif(ning. He was a man of great punctiality: h~ 
suffered nothing but sickness, or snme other unavoidable e.use. 
to keep him from his post. As a l'rcsiding 
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Elder, he was remarkable for his fidelity and diligence. His 
personal appearance, especially in the pulpit, was unusually 
eommanding ; his voice melodious, clear, and strong; and he 
spoke not only eloquent, but in dem"onstration of the Spirit, 
and of pOlVer; and many souls were the seals of his ministry. 
Wise in counsel, and skilled in execution, he gave ],4' energies 
to the litera.ry and benevolent institutions of the Church. 
But he has gone, and precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of his saints." Brehm says that Merwin" was a noble
looking man." The loan of such men as Ruter, Bangs, anti 
Merwin, to Canada by our brethren in the United States, 
lays Canada under lasting obligations.] 

114. There was also oue other man, whose name we have 
just now written, who had labored in Canada, and who left 
the country as Case entered it, who, as he will not come 
into view in any other relationship, and because he was so 
excellent and became so distiuguished, we must com
memorate, as it goes to show that Canadian Methodism 
was planted and nurtured by a noble class of men. We 
confine ourselves to the obituary in the Minutes. 

115. [" MARTIN RUTER, D.D., was born April 3, 1785, 
in Charlestown, Worcester C0unty, Mass. His parents were 
pious. When not over three years of age, he had serious 
Impressions, which increased with his age until 1799, when he 
resolved to devote hiinselfto God,and in the following autumn 
experienced the forgiveness of his sins,and enjoyed peace with 
God. In the winter of 1799 and 1800, he joined the M. E. 
Church. It sometimes occurred forcibly to his mind, even 
before he experienced religion, that he should be called to 
preach the Gospel. Subsequently these impressions increased, 
and he turned his attentio", closely to the study 0f divinity. 
In the summer of 1800, he received license to exhort from the 
Rev. John Broadhead, P. E. of the New London District, 
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wilh whom he travelled about three months for tho Bake 01 
illstructioo. In tbc autumn be was hceDsed to preach, and 
employed tbe succeedin,; winler and spring on Wetherfiel" 
Circuit, V crmont. 

116 ... In June, 1801, htl was admitted on trial by the New 
York Conference, being" little over sixteen years of age, alll 

appointed to Chcsterfield Circuit. In 1302, to Landoff, N 
H. In 1:',0;), hc W:lS atlmitted deacon, and sent to Adam 
Circuit alone. 1,,180-1 he !Cas .ent ((I MONTREAL," bein:; then 
only nineteen years of age; ,( he visited Quebec during the 
year, and returned to Ashgrove Conference in 1805," - the 
Conference at whicb Co,e was received on trial and designated 
to Canada. "Here he wos ordoined elder Ly Bishop Asbury," 
(a lad of twenty) "and sent to Bridgewat.er Circuit, N. II. 
This appointment transferred him to the New England Con· 
fel'ence. In 180G, he travellcd Northfield Circuit; in 1807, 
Portsmouth and Nottingham. In 1808, he W:lS appointed to 
Boston, and elected a delegate to the first Delegated General 
Conference. In 180~ 10, he presided on the 1\ew Hampshire 
District; in 1811, sent to Portla"d, Me. In 1812-13, he waN 
located; in 1814, re-,dmitted, and appointed to :\',)rth Yar
mouth (where he I ad resided the prcl"ious two years) and 
Freeport; in 1815, stationed in Salisbury, !\Iass.; in 1816, 
attended lbe General Conference in Baltimore; in 1817, 
stationed in Philadelphia. In May, 1818, the A,bury Col· 
lege in Baltimore conferred on him the degree of Maste
if ~lrts. This year he was appointed to the charge of Ih .. 
New ~!arket WesleYllnAcademy; in 1819, appointed to Fort .. 
mouth, N. II., but, remained at the Acadamy by an arr:mr,e· 
ment of his Presiding Elder; in 1820, attended the General Con
ference in Baltilllore, and was elected to conduct the busincss 
of the Wesleyan Book Af(CIICY, at this limp establisbed in Cin. 
einnati; 1824, re elected to tbe Weslern A~encv. In 1822, tI,O 
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Transylvania University of Kentucky, without his Knowledge, 
conferred on him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. Before 
the expiration of the second term of his Agency, he was 
elected President of AU5;usta Colle;;e, Kentucky, which office 
he held somewhat over fuur years. Feeling anxious to Le 
tllgaged in tbe IDore immediate and active duties of the lIIin. 
istry, he obt~ined a transfer to the Pittsburg Conference, and 
was stationed the two succeeding year:; in Pittsburg. Neal' 
the close of his second year, in June, 1834, he removed to 
Me,adville to preside over Alleghany College, which had been 
taken the year before under the patronage of the Pittsburi( 
Couference. This office ho filled with great advantage to the 
College, until the summer of 1837, when he resigned his chair 
for the purpose of undertaking the superintendence of the uew 
1\1ission in Texas. His arrangeILents being made, he attended 
the Pittsburg Couference at Stubenville on hi; way, left his 
family at K ow Albany, Ind., and reached his field of labor 
some time in Octoher. 

117. "Here the want of hborel's being great, the country 
new, and the settlements extended acd far asunder, his ride~ 
were long, Lis labors incessant, and his exposure, great. He 
continued travelling, preaching, forming societies, laying plans 
for huilding churches, "ro;noting Sabbath·schools and general 
education, until the spring. J!'inding himself diseased, he took 
medicine and found partial relief. He determined to start for 
hiA family and rode some forty miles; hut his strength failing 
lie r~turned to Washington. He was attended by several 
jlhysidans, and numerous frieuds sympathizC<l with him in his 
Buff-erings, and supplied his wants. He suffered several we~k8, 
enjoying great peace, and exhibiting calm resignation to the 
will of God, and firm hope of heav~n just before his death, 
which took place May 16, 1838. 
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11~. "Dr. Ruter was no ordinary man. Naturally, pm h"f-s, 
he was little more than many others. IIise.rly ad.anta~es W( re 

no more than a common a !3chool cducali11n, and the period tl.at 
other j'nun; men u,",ually Llk,' their college tlt:>:;rces, he spent 
in pa~'5in:! through the grades of an itinerant minister. Yet, 
in the itinerant Jl)ini~try, Dr. Ruter became n fiteral'Y man, 
\Veil versed in lan~u:l~(,~, science, and history, and dischar,;.;ed 
tbe duties of collc)!e President with great dignity. He w"~ 
a1 :dfectionate 111l~band and parent, 'ruling his OWD 11OUSO 

wel1,' an afi'J.ble and courteous gentle'nan, and an it1t"'resting 
companion. lie was more. Divinoe grace had deeply i'nbucd 

his heart, anu drawn upon it in ~trOll:.2; lines the morat irn::lge 
of God; and bis early devotion to his Diviue )lastlr was 
maintained with uniformity tbrou~h life. In the pulpit he 

was solid, gra.e, warm, and dignified, generally listened to 
'witb pl"a8uro, always with profit. But tbese excellencies were 

.till excelled by Lis love to God and his fellow-men, impelling 
him in hi, fifty-third year into tbe Mi,siona." field, where be 
la~orcd, SoFFERED, and DIED."] -

119. There was yet another who deserves to be mentioned 

in the locat,d ranks in the Province--olJe of tLe earliest 
pioncer~, wbo was in the country when Cu.e anivcd, and who 

was cotemporary with him during a IJr~e part of hi~ career, 
,,1,0 ,llOuld naturully be conteml'lated before we tak~ up ou, 

benocrorth continuous thread of history. This Was no less" 
1 PI".'on than the execllent·-

120 GEORGE KEAL, who has been incidently mentioned 

already. lIe Was Lorn in one of the southern British colonies 
-say Some. DI', Slcvens call~ him Irish. In the 1lcVl)i.JtioD4 

sry :-,tru .. ..!!.!\· 110 t4~ok ~i']c with Lis kin.:!: and the o;')ther 
country. He I:lltert:d the army <.IlJd bore the rank (,I' JlJujor 
of cavalry, anu Lis cc,rp" Wlre all cut off. 0"", uuri"c the 



IIiS (JOTEMPORARIES. 89 

strife. seeing nothing but dunger and death around him, he 
p~o::!;sed the Lord in a flood of teurs, if he woulJ spare his 
life he would enueavor 10 serve him. At the close of tho \Va,' 
he hoard the eloquent Hope Huli. by whose preaching he was 
reminded of his vow, awakened and brou~ht to God, and led 
to unite himself to the Methodist,;. lIe Soon began to preach. 
His cull had "'mething of the visionary in it, which character
ized the experience of many in those days. IIe dreamt a 
t:. glitteriug sword was given him, having two edges, with the 

name of \Veslcy emblazoned thereon. He entered the tra
velling connexion in the tltato., bnt soon hud to retire for 
want of health. . Hi" British proclivities breu~ht him te 
Canada a_s early as 1787; be crossed the Niagara Iti vel', in the 
neighborhood of wlJich I,e labored fur some years. lIe com
menced preaching n~3bst the prevailing vices of the COUll try, 
and so exasperated the vulgoc rabble as to provoke tbem t.; 

pelt him with stones till the bloou flowed down his face. But 
beheld on his way, and was largely instrnmental in obtaining 
th" regular travelling ministry to occupy the ground. 

121. He was him'elf the means of tbe conversion of many 
~ouls ere the travelling preacher" came to his aid. Tho 
ltcv. GCOf.!!:C Ferguson, in his manuscript journal, ascribes 
Christian \Varncr'~ c·tDvert;ion, who was so useful to Nathan 
Ban):!;., to the instrumentality of Neal; and that zealous man 
ot' God (Ferguson) while yet, a preachill~ soldirr, durinz the 
war of 1812, fvund many of Neal's converts io ".rioub places 

. on the frontier, anu stili more of them when he came to travel 
on the Niagara Circuit in 1817. He also speaks of encoun
tering thc old veteran on the Lon~ Pnint Circuit, at n later 
period, namely, io 18:!2. We will allow him to Bpeak of his 
,'c"erated friend in his own words. "I was privileged with 
u i'.lmiliar and very pleasing acquaintance with that apostolia 
~lub .. ssldor of tbc King of Kings, who was the first honored 
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'nstrumeut of raisIng the Gospel standard and proelaiming 
"alvation to a lost and guilty world, through faith in the all. 
atoning s.lCrifice for sinner., to the people on the shores of the 
:\i:l:;ara HivC'r, through whose instrumentality many souls 
\Ycr~ broll''''! to God some of whom are with him now (1845) 
i I hcaven,~he Rev. George NO.1I, who lived at this time (1822) 
at Lou:!; Puint Bay. I should think he was then ri.ing seuent!l' 
a. he was very infirm. But his silver locks and apostolic 
I vks. combined with the heavenly eloquence which flowed 
from his saintly lips on the sublime doctrines of the Gospel 
:md the experience of religion, mftde it a treat to hear him, at 
once edifying and cncouraginJ. He was a man of an excel
lent mind. and full of Biblical information. He was a more 
than ordinary I,reacher, masterly on doctrines. I had the 
privile~e awl honor or having him around the four weeks' 
CircUlt with me, and of hearing him every evening." 

1 ~~. lIe did not marry till the age of forty. The Rev. 
Robert CorRon, who knew him well, and who preached his 
funeral bermon. is mainly our authority for the following 
btJ.tements concerning him: -Xc.1I was possessed of a good 
En~lish ci.lucJ.tion; hi::; preaching abilities were 'above 
lucui"clity,' very zealous, and risin3 sometimes to eloquence. 
lie was tall and erect in person, retain in;:; somewhat of his 
mintary bearing to the last. Religious truth from bis lips 
sl.metimes was expressed in military phrase-he was wont to 
coli tbe gospel' a genuine Jerusalem blade.' two edged, cut
tillg both ways. He was abundant in labors as a local 
preacher - travelling sometimes under the Presiding E!,der on 
n Circuit. And it is highly probable, that many of tbose 

gnps that ~ppcar in the Stations from year to yeoI' were BUP

phed by illIn and others similarly situakd. At the adv.<lced 
a~e of 78, he rode around lhe Simcoe Circuit in comr,a"y 
wilh JIr. (;or.on. Far On in life. he became bli,,,], Lu; ,'. '1 
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',<.Ioted scriptur~ In his sermons with correctness, after taking 
~he precaution of having them read to him by his little grand. 
da1..gbter. He lived (0 the advanced age of ninety· one, and 
then died in peace, in the full possession of his mental facul
tie.', about the year 1839. 'Vhen the current of our story 
Lriugs u. to that period of time, "c may be furnished with 
1Il0re particulars of the old warrior's last battle. 

123. The stage of Canada l'ilethodist history which closes 
with our second book. was perhaps, upon the whole, the most 
I.tborious and adventurous P'll't for the laborers over any sub
seqtlPnt period. We have seen Coleman and Crowell sleeping 
in the woods: and Yannest floundering in the trackless 
snow; hut the half has not been told, and never will be toltl. 
"Vhere anyone of the preachers bas recorded his adventure', 
it beoomes our duty to chronicle it fur the information of 
postnrity. Several incidents of' a thrilling character are re
corded by Dr. Nathan Bang:s, and published in his life, which 
it did not fall in with our plan to particularize, but to which 
we promised to advert, and which we now relate. 

124. ITINERANT ADVENTURF.S. "On the 17th of Octo
ber," says Dr. Bangs, "I set off, in company with Joseph 
Jewell, the Presiding Elder, for tbe Bay of Quinte Circuit. 
We had a terrible road to travel from tbe head of Lake 
Ontario to Little York, as it was then called, now Toronto, 
over hills and creeks, through mud and water, but at last 
.rrived in safe.ty. We had an appointment for preaching on 
Y ooge Street in the evening of the next day. After sermon 
by ~Ir. Jewell, I gave an exhortation. The people requested 
that I might be left. for a few days to preach in the neighbor
hood. I accordingly staid behind, with the understanding 
that I should go on in a short time. At the time "p'pointed. 
1 set off, but was taken sick with influenza on the way. 
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Being tenderly nursed in the house whese I stopped, I soou_ 
roeovered, mounted my ho[>e, wben my faitbful animal was 
LIken sick, and the next day died. Here then I WaS alone in 
a stl';ln:.:.c pliler, without money, without a hors!", anu as far as 
I knew, wi,hout friends. I trusted in God alone, and be 
provided for lOe. In about half an bour, during whicb I 
bordly knew wbicb woy to turn, a gentleman came along and 
o!fered to lend me a borse on condition tbat I would defer my 
'"urney to the Boy of Quinte, and agree to remain in those 
parts preaching for some lime. I thankfully accepted his 
offer, mounted the horsC', and went on my way rejoicing to 

Little y"I'!;_ The settlements in tllis part of the country 
werc new, the road" extremely bad, nnd the people generally 
1'011l" and demoralized. Our occ:Jsional pmachers were exposed 

to many privations and often to much snffering from poor 
fare and violent opposition. Seth Crowell, a z 'alons and 
godly itineranl, hac! travelled along the lake shore before me, and 
been instrumental in the awakening and conversion of mnny 

of the settler., so tbat some small societies bad been formed j 

but they were far apart, anJ I found them in a dwindling 
condition. On Yonge Street, which was a settlement extend
ing northward from Little York, in a direct line for about 
thirty miles, there were no societies, but all the field was new 
and nncultivated, with the exception of some Quaker neighbor
hoods. Among these 'Friends' I formed some pIeasant ac
quaintances." Observe, this was in lS03-at this writing 
( I 866) .ixty three years ago. 

l~,j. Of his manner of laboring there, !:is biograpber says: 

" He set out on a wlDter's day with the determination to call 
at as many houses as pos;ible on the way, and "ive a 'word 
of exhortation' in each. At every door he said, ~ I have come 
to blk to you about religion, and to pray with yon. If yon 

are willin/:: to reeeive me for this purpose, I will stop j if no~ 
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I will go on.' ' Only one,' says Bangs himself, 'repulb~d me 
through the entire day; all others heard my exhortations and 
allowed me to pray with them. I entered one house where I 
found the family at dinner. I talked with them for a time, 
ond then proposed prayer. When I arose from my knces the 
man was in a profuse perspil'ation, and lvoking me in the fael~ 
lIVith emotion, said, 'Sir, I believe you pray in the 81,irit.' 
[ gave him a word of advice, and left him a thankful, perhaps 
an awakened man." "Some, however," says Dr. Sreven!'=, 
"held eager disputes with him on theological queRtio,,_, and 
most were more inclined to show their fURtic BI;ili in polemics 
than to join in his earnest devotions;· but all t.reated ldlll 
kindly, except a stout High-Churchman, a rude emigrant, who 
avowed himself to 'be of the High Church of Bngland, and 
a believer in her articles and prayer-book.' He Lecamc so 
enraged at tbe preacher's citation of tl,e Church Catechism on 
the Sacrame:.tal sign of 'inward grace a new birth unto 
righteousncs.,' that he vociferouoly threatened to • pitch hilll, 
neck aod heels,' out of his cabin, and would prohably havo 
done so, had it not been for the int.erferer.ce of his dallghter." 

126. He relates a frontier life anecdote, t.o the following 
effect: "There was quite an all akening among the people, 
and many sought redemption in t.he blood of' Chri,t, so that 
several societies were formed. But there was a marked line 
tof distinction between the righteous aud the wicked, ti, em 
being but rew who were indifferent or outwardly moral tv 

interpose between them. All showed openly what they were, 
hy words and actions, and eithm' acc~pted religion heartily, or 
opposed it violently; the great majority, though most of them 
wonld come to hear me preach, were determined opp08e,~." 
.. Snch," says his biographer, "is the character of frontier 
communities. Moral restraints arc feehle among them; con
ver.tional restraints al'e few; the frcedolU of their simple, 
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wilderness life charaderizes all their habits; they have thdr 
own code of decorum, and sometimes of law itself. They are 
frank, hospitable, but violent in prejudice and passion; fond 
of disputation, of excitement, and of hearty, if not reckless 
amusements. The primitive Methodist preachers knew well 
how to accommodate themselves to the habit., and also to the 
fare. of such people, and hence their extraordinary success 
along the whole American frontier. Their simple and familiar 
methods of worship in cabins and barn", or under tree., suited 
the rude scttlers. Thcir meetings were without the order and 
ceremonious formaHtyof older communities. They were often 
scenes of free debate, of interpellations and interlocutions; • 
hearer at the door.post or wind,)", responding to, or question
in:" or defying the preacher, who' held forth' from a chair, a 
bench, or a barrel, at the other end of the building. This 
popular freedom was not without its advantages; it authe r. 
izecl equal freedom on the part of the preacher; it allowed 
great plainness of speech and directness ofappe.1. The early 
",emoranda before me afford not a rew glimpses of' this 
primith'e lif~ of the frontier-crowded congregations in log 
huts or barns-some of the hearers seated, some standing, 
some filling the unglazed casements, borne thronging the 
over hanging trees-startling interjections thrown into the 
sermon by eccentric listeners-violent polemics between th. 
the preacher and head.strong seetarist., the whole assembly 
sometirncR involved in earnest debate, Bome for, some 8CJ'ainst 
him, and ending in general confu,ion. A lively hlethodist 
hymn wad usually the best means of restoring order in sucb 
e~se.. Our itinerant was never confounded by these interrup. 
tlOns. Hc had a natural tact and a certain authoritative 
pre~cnce, an air ~f command, qualified by a concessive tempp-r, 
whlCb seldom faIled to control the rougLest spirits. He waf 

of tell characteristic, if llilt directly personal, ill his preachin~, 
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with naive, if not ludicrous results. On one occasion he was 
contrasting the characters of the ri~bteou8 and the wicked • 
• when an apparently well.meaning man,' he writes, sitting 
hefore me, said aloud, 'How do you know that, Sir l' I 
made him no reply, !lUt proceeded with the delineation. of tho 
godless character, and then remarked, 'It matters not what 
your condition or name is, if you do thus wickedly you will 
be damned.' He arose, bowed very respectfully, and said, 
• My name is Benaiah Brown, at your service,' and sat down 
again. Some of my friends, thinking he meant to make dis. 
turbance, wBnt toward him to put him out of the house. I 
tequested them to let him alone, as he had not disturbed me 
at all, but seemed full of respect. After the meeting he 
remained, and in conversation with him, I asked him how he 
came to address me in the manner he did. He replied, 'You 
described my character so accmately that I thought you knew 
all about me, and that I might as well give you my name and 
havc done with it.' I gave bim some good advice, and we 
parted on the best ofterms. He was a'stranger in the place; 
the Word had evidently taken hold upon his heart, and I may 
hope its effects were lasting.' ' 

127. A more direct case, in the persnn of a fiddler, occurted 
.Lbout ten miles from what we now call Toronto. " There 
waR," says Dr. B., " a great awakening among the people, but 
lin inveterate fiddler seemed set on by the great adver'3ry to 
contest the victory with me inch by inch. He had carnetl 
conisderable money as the musician of the winter·nigh 
dancing parties of the settlers; hut he was now willing to 
fiddle for nothing, if they would meet to dance and frolic 
rather than to pray. He cOfltrived every posbible method to 
keep the yeung people from our meetings. FOI' SOlue lime "0 
earried matten with '\ hi,gh hand. ar.d tbe W:lr was at 1".1 
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fully opened beb,een us, One Sabbath mQrnin;!, howe,'e\', 1 
fairly caught him, I was preacbing on Gal. v. 19-21, and 
when I came to the word 'reveling"_- I applied it to his 
tactics, and said, 'I do not know that the devil's mmician i. 
here to day j I do oct see him anywhere.' But he was sitting 
in a corner out of my sight, and he now put out I.i. head and 
cried out, 'Here I am, I:.! ha! ha I '-making the ploee 
"ing with llis laughter. '~\Yl' said I, 'you Drc there, Dr? 

you l' and turning toward him, I addressed him in language of 
rebuke and warnill~. I finally told l.im tbat if be did not 
cease to allure the young people intn sinful amusements, I 
would pray God either to COll\'ert him or to take him out of 
the way, and I had no doubt that God would answer my 
prayer. The power of God evidently fell upon the assembly; 
a divine influence seemed to ol'erpower tbem. The guilty 
man began to tremble all over like a leaf, and turned deathly 
pale. He finally got up and rushed out of the bouse. He 
went home, burned his fiddle, and we were tbenceforth rid uf 
his interferenco with our meetings, and his opposi tion in (he 
community." 

128. We bave next to chronicle for t.he preacher a provi
dential escape. " I had," says Bangs, "an appointment to 
preach in a small cabin, the family of whicb was too poor to 

. entertain me over ni;,;ht. I therefore intended to return, as 
had been my custom, about six miles, after tbe sermon, for 
lodgings. I was overtaken on my way to the place by a sleigh 
with three men in it. I turned my horse out of tbe road aDd 
let tbem pa~s me; but. tbey no sooner did so than they stopped 
and began vocifer~ting blasphemies and blackguard langDage 
at me; and if I attempted to pass tbem they would drive OD, 
obstruct the way, aDd tbus pre"ent my going forward. In this 
manner they continued (0 annoy me for about half an hoPI, 
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kL"plng ~p an unceasing stream of Billing~gnte. I made 
them no reply. They at length drove on, and left me to 
pur.ue my way in peace. In the evenin!'", as I rose up to 
preach, these three meu stood looking in .t the door, and as I 
was stlluJing at the door post they closed up the entranee, and 
were close Qt my right hand. I requested them to take seats; 
two of them did ~o. but the other kept hi. place. I gave out 
my text, Daoiel v, 27, • Thou art weighed in the balances and 
found wanting.' In the introduction to the discourse I made 
some remarks ahuut Belshazzer's impious feast· I enlar"ed on 
the prevailing drinking habits of the settle,..: and oh:erved 
that tbese people were not contented to drink in taverns 
and in their own houses, hut carried hottles of rum in their 
pockets. The man who still stood at my right hand had a 
bottle in his pocket; he drew it forth, shook it in my ta~e 
with on oath, exclaiming., 'Yon are driviDg that at me,' and 
kept up a continual threat. The owner of the house, who Wah 

a warm friend of mine, instantly arose, with two or three 
others, all tremhling with indignation, and came toward the 
offender to seize him aud thrust him away. Perceiving their 
design, I feared there would he bloodshed, and requested them 
t.o desist and take their seats, for I was not afraid of my 
opposer. They sat down, but this only seemed to enrao:e the 
mao the more. He kept on swearing, with his clenched fi,e 
directed at me; hut I continued my discourse unmoved by 
his threats, uDtil I finally called on the Gael of Daniel, wh~ 
delivered him from the liono, to deliver m(l from this lion-like 
ainner, when suddenly he escaped out .of thi! door and fled; 
his two companioos followed him, and we ilnded the meeting 
in pea~<. My friends, fearing I might lIleet with 80me peril 
~hould I attempt to nturn that night, as it. was supposed that 
theae ruffians knew that I intended to do so, persuaded me 
to stay all IIight. It was well I did so, fur the.,e men lay in 

.,' 
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ambush for me. ana seeing a traveller apP"oach all hors~bsck, 
one oftbem said witb an oatb. 'There bc i., let us have bim,' 
hlaspbeming and cursing bim as tbe Metbodist Preaeber. 
Tbey caugbt him. and were preparing to wreak their vengeance 
on bim. but soon discovered tbat tbey had committed an 
egregious blunder. Tbe assailed travelier, seeing biB peril, 
tnrned upon them boldly. and showing a hearty disposition to 
figbt, notwithstanding the odds against bim. and using a style 
of langoage surprisingly like tbeir own. they became can· 
vinced that he could be no ilIethodist Preacber. and took to 
tbeir beels.' [This gentleman was a Mr. Hall. wbo bimself 
related tbe circumstance to the Rev. Fitcb Reid in aft"r 
years.] 'Thus God saved me from these ravening wolves. I 
ble.sed bis name. and learned to trnst more tban ever in bi& 
protecting Providence. No little good resulted from tbis 
incident; it raised me up many friends; opposers even 
became asbamed of the malicious rowdies. and were now ready 
to defend me.' • Some of the neil;bhorboods were extremely 
new; in some the people bad not yet a single stable for the 
accomrr.odation of my horse. I e.arried with me oats for 
Ilim. and, tying him to a tree, left bim to eat at nigbt, and 
ate and slept ,nyself in tbe Same room in wbich I preached. 
TLis I bad to do frequently; but God was witb me, blessing. 
my own Boul and tbe people." 

129. He sometimes met with tbings more hilarions and 
Ie," malignant tban tbe above. but scarcely less disagreeable. 
" On the 1st of February. 1802." says bis biograpber. "bo 
..,t off to attend some preacbing appointments whicb be I.ad 
made along the lake sborp. • The roads.' sayB Bangs, ' were 
bad, most of tbe country being new, and in some places a con
tinuous fore.t of from ten to fifteen miles extent. About sun
set I came to a creek. tbe bridge of wbicb was so broken tbat 
my horse would not cross upon it, neithe .. could I l"ad 0" 
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drive him oVer the ice. as tbe middle of the creeK was not 
frozen, but the current ran rapid].j. making a noise with the 
broken ice that frightened him. I went up and'down the 
stream for a considerable distance in tbe snow and icc to find 
a place On wbicb I might cross. J was more than an hour in 
making this useless effort. Being compelled either to stny 
in tbe woods all night or return. Gf tbe two evils I chose the 
latter. I found. on my way back, an I ndian trader's house. 
where a number of people were assembled to celebrate the 
New Year. They were singing and dancing. and drinking at 
a high rate. I offered mOtley if any two of the men would 
go witb me and help me over the creek, but none of them WGuld 
cODsent, for the night had fallen and it was cold. The mun 
of the bouse assured me that if I would stay with bim over 
night I sbould be well treated. I accordingly put up Illy 
horse and entered the house. I declined the whiskey which 
was offered me, but told the woman of the house that I should 
be thankful for something to eat. as I ha.l eaten nothing since 
early in the ~lorning. She kindly prepared me a good sup;.er. 
Seating myself by the fire, I commenced a conversation with 
tbe WOman on the subject of religion. I found that she was 
a backslidden Baptist. While talking with her one and an
other drew near aDd formed quite a group of listeners; until 
fiually so many assembled around me, that the dance could not 
gl) on. A large athletic man now stepped up to me and said, 
.' Sir. if you will remain here, you will make us civil: you 
must not preach." I replied, •. I am not preaching; but as' 
"Providence has cast my lot among you, I think it my duty to 
talk with tbose who are wiiling to hear me on the things that 
mako for their eternal peace. You will not deprive me of this 
privilege j '\\ ill you ~" H No," said he, "but we must dance." 
And he seized the women and Jragged them out upon the 
flnor. and resumed the dance with great bilarity. This 
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they contiuued till nearly midnight. T th~1I ;aid to the ehiet 
trader, who had become yery friendly with me. .< "Vith your 
permi"ion, I will ddre,s a few words to the people." Be as
sented, and I'e'lnested thelll to give attention. I arose and ad
dressed thelll ill suhstance as follows: .< It is now midni:,;],t. 
and the IlOly Sabhath is begun. You have amused yourselv~s 
with dancing, I think, long enough to satisfy you, if not to 
fatigue you; and if you continue iL any longer you will not 
only be transgressing the law of God. but likewise tbe law of 
your country. I advise you therefore to desist. aud to retire 
to rest." They complied so far as to cease dancing. But the 
Indian trader came to me and said, .. The Indians are encamp
ed a short distance f,am us, and tbey expect a dance here, as 
I have promised them one." He asked my permission to let 
them have it. I replied I had no control over his bouse or the 
Indians, but if he would dispense with the revel be woult! 
higbly gratify rue, and, I doubtet! not, please God. He rejoin
ed, tbat as he bad promised them the dance they would expect. 
it. He then went to the door and gave tbe Indian whoop. 
and down come the savagr:-s and began an Indian dance, which, 
witb their drumming on an old pan. tbeir frequent yells, tbeir 
sta"'ping anu bodily distortions, presented a spectacle fit for 
pandcmoniulII. I reque,ted tbc trader to assist me in converB' 
ing with them. To this be assented, when the chief of th~ 
I"diJIl' presented himself before me with great dignity and 
gravity. I asked him if he knew wbence be bad descended, 
IIe replied •• , Yes; the Great Spirit at first made one man and 
one woman, pbeed them on an island about an acre in size; 
thence they were driven out for an act of disobedience to the 
e')otinent, ana froill them they were descended." I then gave 
him an account of the creation of the world, of man in p,rti
cular of his fall anG its conseq'lenees. I ashu him if he hac1 
CV(f bcard of Jesus Christ. lIe replied. <'::;0 I" I thclI 
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gave him an account of our Lord's birth, bis life, miracl~s and 
teachings, his sufferings and death. While describing the 
death of Christ, the chief pointed to his heart and 1 ;fted his 
eyes and hands towarns heaven, apparently fillClI with amaze· 
ment. When I had concluded, he clasped me in his armA, 
kissed me, and called me father, and entreated me to come and 
live with him and be the teacher of hi. people. ~\ftel' aSSur
ing him of my affection for tbem, and the deep interest I relt 
in their eternal welfare, I told him that I could not comply 
with his request, but that the time was not for distant when a 
Christian teach"r should be sent to them. They then retired 
to their encampment" Alas! that twenty-one long years 
should have been allowed to PelSS before the Christian teacher 
was sent, during which time, no doubt, all the seniors of that 
band, and scores of others, pdsscd away, dying in pagan dark
ness. We alOlost think Mr. B,ngs failed in his duty in not 
obeying that call. Bnt perhaps he thought the" Christian 
savages " claimed his firf:t regards. 

130 .• , But thc worst of this strange night," he continues • 
• , was still to come. There were two traders present, one 
of whom, the head man, had become intoxicated. and still 
wanted more liquor. The other refused to let him have 
it. The dispute ran high, and the drunken trader raised 
his fist to strike the other, when I stepped in bctween 
them and arrested the blow. He tbcn swore that if 
he was not allowed IDore whiskey, he would call ih~ 
Indians and rall upon anl murder us all. Hc according:y 
went to the door and gave the murderous' whoop,' and th" 
Indians came rushing to the home. Meantime, those within 
armed themselves as well as they could with sticks ""d dubs. 
determined to defend themselves to tbe utmost. I shuddered 
for the con.equeDce.. The enraged man then said, • Here aro 
mv /!:uards at the door. If you will give me more whiskey, 
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well; if you will not. they shan fall upon you, and we will 
murder you all.' 'Will you!' the other exclaimed, and lift
ed his hand to strike him down. I again stepped between 
them, and placing my hand upon the drunken man's shoulder, 
,aid, • Come, my friend, let us go to sleep. If you will be my 
friend, I will be you,'s.' He consellted. We laid down upon 
• bed, and in a few minutes be was asleep. I then arose. The 
Indians had retired to their camp; aud at dawn I started on 
my way, persuading two men to accompany me to tbe creek 
and help me over by laying logs on tbe broken bridge. I 
passed on, praising God for delivering me from the perils of 
this disrnallligbt, and for enabling me to prevent the shedding 
of blood, as well as for the pleasing interview I bad with tbe 
Indiau c:1lilf:' 

131. The hordsbips which l\Tr. Bangs endured, some of 
which we have rccorded, brought on at length a severe illness 
"II.> pursued," says his biographer, .. his labors on the Bay of 
Quinte Circllit with much success till the autnmn, when the 
typhus fever broke out, anrI raged as an epidemic through 
most of the settlements. In some of them it prevailed so ge.,,
orally that there remained not per,ODS enough in health to 
take care of the sick. Many perished; but the preacher held 
on his cour;e, ministeriD~ to tbe diseased aDd dying, till he 
himself was seized with the pestilence. Abuut the middle of 
December he was obliged to give up his labors and tak~ to his 
bed. He was thoroughly medicated, but the medical skill of 
the country was yet very imperfect, and it was still the day in 
which, contrary to tbe imperative and instinctive dictates of 
nature, cold water, tbe best relief in febril disease, was scru
pulously denied to the languishing patient. In three days 
after hi. attack he became delirious. His paroxisms were 
sometimes so violent that it required three men to hold him in 
his bed. He demanded water, and it was denied bim. The 
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intensity of his disease Dot only deranged his reason, but be. 
clouded his religious feelings. At times he was in ~piritual 
ecstacy, but his raptures were followed by the deepest dejection, 
in which he says, 'Any duty which I had neglected, or any 
eross I had shunned, came vividly to my recollection. I 
mourned, prayed, and expressed my doubts and fears to tI,e 
friends tbat attended me. They endeavored t{) comfort me by 
reminding me of the goodness of God in blessing me so often; 
but tbese eonsiderations afforded me no relief. I pleaded for 
eonsolation in the name of Christ, and help came at last. 'l'o 
record all the wild experiences of a mind hewildered with a 
burning fever, would afford n{) s.tisfactio", but there is au 
important lesson to be learned from this example of the effect 
()f disease on religious feeling; suffering saints sbould under
stand it well, and so sbould also their ministering friends, wbo 
often suffer keenly by sympathy in sucb eases. The clouds 
which obscure the Slln do D(}t extinguish him. Many things 
tbat occurred in this trial I should have never known had I 
not been informed of them by my attendants, who tenderly 
watcbed over me in my anguish; but some things I remember 
as distinctly as any events of my life. This I know that 
after being delivered from my mental distress, I WaS extreme
ly bappy in God, and desired to depart and be with Christ. So 
low was I that the people were called in twice or thrice to see 
me die.'" 

132. From the above mentioned state of frenzying agony, 
he was delivered, in tbe Providence of God, by following the 
dwtates of nature against the absurd prohibitions of an ignor
ant medical practice. "I arose from my bed," he writes, 
.. dressed myself, put 0 n my ov~r-coat, bat and mittens, and 
tottered to the door, which they had so fastened tbat I could 
1101; open it. Seeing a pail of water standing on a bench in the 
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room, I seized hold of it; but, alhs, I had nr, strength to lill 
it, and dare not stoop down to drink, for I was so weak I should 
have fallen prostrate. Seeing me so eager, one of the attend
ants npproached and lifted the pail to my mouth, and I drank 
as long as I had strength to swallo... This is the last I can 
remember of the scene. The family told me I sat down in a 
chair and conlinued calling for cold water, which was now 
frerly given to me, as they now considered my life hopeless. 
I at last told them to lay me in bed. I there prayed ILigbtily 
to God for I,is blessing. The "oom waS now fuJI of people, 
for they had been called In to see me die. The next tbing I 
remember is that the heavens seemed to be opened above me, 
and the glory of God, like a sudden bluze of lightning, illumi
nated the apartment. I uttered aloud the praises of the Lord 
until my strength was exhansted, the people adoring Him with 
me. How long I lay senseless after this ecstacy, I know not. 
When I came to myself, it seemed like awakening from a 
pleasing dream. My soul was ucecdingly bappy, but my 
physical strengtb was so exbansted that I could not raise my 
hand to my head, nor could I utter a loud word; and when I 
became able to articulate, my voice was lik~ tbat of an infant. 
~Iy fever, however, was gonf't and returned no more except in 
some slight symptoms at intervals. I recovered my strength 
very slowly, having taken a very violent cold, which was ac
eompallied witb a distressing cougb, and the expectoration uf 
abundance of blood. Most of those who saw me supposed 
that I would not live long, but God in mercy raised me ull 
from the gates of death. 0, tbe goodness of God! tbe preei
ousne,. of the Lord Jesus '" 

133 .• < He had been confined to his bed seven weeks and 
three days," sayo Dr. Steyen'; .. three months p"sed before 
lJe could attempt to preach, and even then his voice was su 
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feeble th:lt he could harolly be heard. His friends believed he 

could never recover enough to resume his labors, and Lis phy

sician concurred in this opinion. The cough and expectora

tion of blood which followed the fever, so affected his lun~s that 

bis first attempts to rise were attended with acute pai:s, bllt 

he persisted, and horse-back riding was probably itselfthe re

medy that at last saved him. The feebleness of his voice, how. 

ever, occasioned an unnatural effort to speak loud enough to 

be heard, and to this he ascribes the 'double sort of voice' 

wbich continued through bis long life. Many of his hearers 

have noticed it as a singularity, and perhaps condemned it as 

a faulty mannerism, little snpposing that, like the scarred and 

mutilated confessors at the Conncil of Nice, he thus in OUr 

happier times, and before our opulent Churcbes, 'bore in his 

body the marks of the Lord Jesus;' a memento of the heroic 

days of our ministry." The author of this book Can deeply 

sympathize with these observations. He knows a minister 

whose best efforts have been often spurned and depreciated, 

because of the dissonant and unmanageable tones of a strained 

and unmusical voice, induced by preacbing daily, often nn

der the influence of a cold and boarseness, in 10g-shantieE, the 

most inelastic and worst of all places for the transmission of 

sound, at the timc of life when the voiee itse1f was changing 

from boyish to· manly tones, none caring to make allowance 

for the canse. But God sometimes overruled tbe peculiarity 

of Dr. Bangs' voice lor good. "This deep, tremulous under

tone of vuice, though usually not agreeable, took at times a pe

culiar pathos. How much more affecting would it have bcen 

had his hearers in his latter years known that it was caused by 

his attempts to preach the everlasting Gospel through the fron

tIer wilderness when he was apparently a dying man. Sick

ness in the family of his colleaguJ rendered it necessary that 

he should thus prematurely resume his labors on the Cireuit." 
Jf? 
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134. We might easily fill Dlany more pag~;\, out of this 0110 

bio;;raphy, with hardships endured, but shall barely give tho 
particulars of one more adventure, witich we merely referrell 
to in the course of our continuous narrative. It was a night 
ill the" Long Woods," between l\1oraviantown and Delaware. 
Providentially he had a fellow traveller, or his condition would 
have been more melancholy. "Mounting their horses," says 
Dr. S., "early in the morning they entered the woods. Thero 
was snow two inches deep on tbe ground; thl! streallls weN 
l.i;;h, and still open; the mud often up to the knees of their 
Lo",es; tbey frequently had to strip them of saddle and bridle 
and drive them over tbe creeks, and then pass ever themselves 
ton logs. The route was sombre in its winter desolation. Nigbt 
overtook them on the banks of a stream, and it was impossible 
to continue their course after dark. They resigned them&elves 
therefore to sleep in the woods. They had carried with them 
some food for themselves and their horses, and flint, steel, and 
an Indian tomahawk, for uee as they might have need. 'Vi'e 
constructed,' be says, C a small wigwam of branches of trees 
and shrubs. ~Iy companion attempted to strike fire for us, 
but his hands were so stiffened with the cold that he failed. I 
bueceeded with flint. steel and a piece of" punk," and we kin· 
dIed a rousing flame, heaping on brush and logs. [t melted 
the snow and soon dried the .urface of the ground some dis
tance around. We tied our horses to tr~e~, gave them some 
oat., ate some food ourselves. went to the creek and drank, and 
then, haviu.~ prayed, lay down to .leep in our booth. the stan 
shiniog brightly abo\'e us, and the wind ruoaning through the 
solemn woods. After three hours I found my companion up 
and shivering over the fire, which had nearly hurnt out. 
I' Come," said I, H let us get more fuel and rOUbe it up again." 
\Ve did so, aod soon were comfortable. We then sat down by 
it, and spent the remainder of the night in convel·satiDn. It 
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"us a wild, picturesque scene, and the hours passed agreeably 
us well a<! profitably. At the break of day we mounted our 
horses and went onward.' " 

• We must not make these rettospective records so long as to 
cause tbe reader to forget tbe period of which we are treating. 
but proceed to consider the subiect of our next divi.ion. 



BOOK THIHD. 

THE WORKING OF THE FIELD DURING CASE'S FInST 

SOJOURN THEREIN. 

1. The "TTpper Canada District," as a laborer in which 
CJ'e lVas now appointed, extended nominally trom the River 
Detroit in the West (altho·rgh 'he Thawes country was vacant 
for the pre,ent) to Ottawa River, tbe eettlements on both 
siues of which were included in tbe Circuit of that narnc, and, 
as we have conjectured, Montreal, which returned twp-nty 
members to the Conference al the session at which our hero 
was appointed to Canod., as it was probably the residence 
and special charge of the Prcsidiug Elder, the Rev. Samuel 
Coatc, embracing the continuous frontict, of the whole cuuntry. 
Tbe preachers, no doubt. extended tbeir labors also into the 
interior as fur as "ny considerablc settlements had been made. 
The Ri,'er Thames was settled upon, which runs varalle! to 
Lake Eric at wmetbing like the breadtb of a township, at 
various intervals, as far up as Dclaware, not fur from wbere 
tbe City of London now stanus. Also the sbore of Lake Erie, 
parallel to these River Settlements. West and East Oxfor,j 

.i were settled, and .Burford, as also there were white settlers on 
tbe Indian lands through the vicinity of what we n..>w call 
Brantford to the Township of ADeaster, along what was called 
the ., Mohawk Road." The " Governor's Road;' whicb 
starts at "Coat's Paradise," near Dundas, and runs between 
Lbe Townships of Flamboro' West, on the one side, aDd 
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Deverly and Aneaster on the other, westward on to London, 
IVas opened the vcry year of Mr. Case's arlival (lS0~) and 
douhtless hegan to be settled on at once. There had been 
Bettlers along the Grand River in the Townsbips of Dumfrie, 
(South and Nortb) and Waterloo since 1S00 j and they were 
re·inforced this vcry year by several other fareilies who came 
and fettlcd in tbe township of Waterloo. These were of 
Dutch, or German extraction from Pennsylvania./ As they 
spoke or nnderstood the English langnage but indifferently, 
and were mostly of the Menonist persuasion, we are of opinion 
that no lIfetbodibt preacher had yet vbited them. We sus
pect that the Capetown settlement, in Beverly, was as far north 
as they had theu penetrated in that direction. Yor.ge Street 
han been opened, as a military road, as early as l79~, or 1 i93, 
and was peopled as f.r north "s the" Quaker Settlement," for 
it gave name to one of the Circuits, and Bangs had lubored 
there three years before our present era. The Rideau River, 
we have seen, was settled on some yeal's before; and there 
were settlers on the North side of the Ottawa River, abovo 
where the city of that nam" now stands, before even the Rideau 
Bett!ement was planted, for some of the first Rideau seltler .. 
went in by that ronte. 

2. The work was divided into seyen Circuits. To begin 
with the most Easterly, the Ot/allla, Mr. Perry, at that early 
day did not extend his labours farther W cst tban the Seign~ry 
of Longueil. There was a Society at La Obute, witbin thirty 
miles of Montreal, which city the Ottawa preacher very likely 
snpplied in the absence of the Presiding :t<:lder, who resided 

)here. They went down the river-sid,} as fir, at least, a. 
S('uth Bay, sevcmlluiles below St. A"drews, where there \Va! 

a class at ~n early day, the sale 5un-ivors of which tbe authut 
found to be. in 1832-3, .' Father a"d M,d",,. K:Il'bllcl','- iil 
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.e winter of which year the old gentleman was gathered tl) 
his father~, in hope of immortality. We are not Fnre that 
the other side of the river was occupied so far down as Cot~ 
"I. Charles at that early day, as we know it was, not many 
years after.-The O.wfg(tchie Circuit included the whole 
country along the St. Lawrence, from wh<re Gananoque noW 
stands to the Township of Cornwall, and comp"ised the set 
tlements ill Bastard, Croshy, and those along the Rideau in 
Montagup , Wolford, Oxford, South Gower. and, perhaps. in 
some parts of Mountain. The Long Point Circuit would then 
include all the settlements West of the Grand River not com 
prj sed ill the Thames country, as far West as the Town· 
bhip of Dunwich, in which Col. Talbot had commenced bis colo
!lizatiou operations three years hefore; for there were some 
settlements in Burford, Needham, Windham, Charlotteville, 
\Valsingham, Houghton, Bayharn, (perhaps in Norwich and 
Deerham) Malahide, South Dorchester, Yarmouth. South wold, 
Delaware, Westminister, North Dorcl.ester, and 'Vest and 
East Oxford, at least along the road, even in these rear Town
sl,ipR. This was a pretty formidahle field of lahor for one 
III:1n.- Niagara Circuit would extend clear across the Penin
.ul,., from Lah Ootario to Lake Erie, and as far West as 
A"caster and Flamhoro' West, including parts of twenty or 
twenty three townships. a field e"en more laborious than the 
one just previously mentioned.-Smith'. Creek Circuit, we 
know when first organ:zed, came as far east as Thurlo~, the 
"Mohawk W,'ods" being the harrier between it and the Bay of 
Qui lite. It would, therefore, include that township. Sidney, 
Murray, in which there were not many settlers, Cramahe. 
Haldimand, Hamilton, and Hope, at least, through which 
the stream meundered which gave name to the Circuit as it 
did to all that part of the country before the names of Co
bourF: and Port lIope were in"ented. The stream itself took 
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its name from ~ Mr. Smith, first an Indian t.rader, who settled 
at its mouth where Port Hope now flourishes. We are quite 
sure the Circuit included Clarke. But where the boundary 
between it and the Yonge Street was we are not so certain. We 
know that some years after when tbe name Smith's Creek had 
given place tu Cobourg, and the Belleville part had been dis
membered from it, this. its natnral successor, went so far weEt
ward as to include the townsbip of Whitby, which we opine. 
however, had not many settlers till after the period (1805) ... f 
which we write.- Yong. Street Circuit included "Little York," 
which had been the seat of Government seven years, in which 
the preachers labored off and on, but in which there was no 
permanent society for twelve 01' thirteen yeal's after. It migbt 
bave included some parts of the" New Purchase," wLich em
braced the c. old surveys" of Toronto, Trafalgar, and perhaps 
Nelson. The last two named show they were snr~eye(l and 
settlEd snbsequently to tbe Briti,h Admiral's exploits being 
known, whose name, and the name of one of whose victories 
tbey bear-the battle of Trafalgar being won at the expense 
of tbe hero's life, on the 21st of October of the very year of 
whicb we write (1805). So also it included the townships on 
both sides of the" street," from the Bay of Toronto to Lake 
Simcoe; such as, Scarboro', York, Etobicoke, Vaughan, 
Markham, King, Whitchurcb, and East "nd West Gwillims
bury. No sinecure wa, this field of lab,'r eitber.-Last of all 
comes ;VIr. Case's own Circuit, t1:le Ra!J of Quinte, traversed both 
by himself and his laborious colleqgue each once in four weeks. 
It included all the" First Ten Towns," as they were for a long 
timecal1ed-" the first," "second," "third," "fourth," "fifth," 
c. sixth," and so on, on both sides of the l:Iay, excepting f: idney 
aad Thnrlow, which were the" eighth " and" ninth ;" or other
wise-Kingston, l!'redericksburgh, Adolphustown, Marysburg, 
Hallowell, Sophiasburgh, Hillier,and perhaps part of Amelias-
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burgh, tbe north side of which was supplied from tbe otb~~ 
side of tbe Bay, tbe preachers crossing in a canoe,·-tight 
town .hips, at lea,! j and perhaps.aho, part; of Pittsburg, 
Loborough, Richmond, and Purdand. Tlli, field was not so 
wide as some oth<r., but it was more densely settled than 
lIlost, and the preaching places WHe prohably more numerous. 
This ground contained within it many of the Illost respectable 
"t' the early Methodist families of the Province, whose names 
,ou;;ht not be allowetl to perish from our histo'y: such as the 
Clarkes, and Perry." and Nevilles, and Switzers, and Shoreys, 
and Maddens, and l'rind:es. and Vandusen<, and Hawleys 
and Sills, and Gilberts. and Dorlands. and Bogerts, and 
PetL'rS()n~, and lIoovcrs, and Dugalds, ~md Ff:'rgusoD~, and 
Dulmages, and scores of others, nature's noblemen, who by 
~rare were made to he of .r the excellent of the earth." 

3. Among the peoplc in general, especially tbe yonng peo· 
pIc, Case" took " at once, on account of bis youth and beauty, 
his ~lllL.lble spirit and winning manners, but especially his 
powers of song, iu whicb be excelled, and wbicb he made to 
subserve the great object of his ministry. He was wont then, 
and for many years after, when he finished bi. sermOD, which 
w"s always per.uasive, to break out in olle of his melodious 
stmins, by which he first speil bound and then melted his aud
iturs. :\"e,t. he would pass around the room, shaking hands 
auu speak 109 a word to each, perhaps throwing his arms around 
t.ile necks of the young men, ano entreating them with tears to 

give their be arts to God. There was no society in the town of 
KilJ3~ton, and its inhabitants were ycry irreligious. The mar
ket h""lse waS the only chapel of the Methodists. Case and 
hi, collea;ue made a b"ld push to arouse the veop!e. Some
times they went together. Ryan wa~ a powerful ,inger, too, 
with a vuice 1,", sweet but ,tronucer. Thev would ride into 
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town, put tneIr uorses at an inn, lock arms! and go singing 
clown the strect a stirring ode beginning with 

" Come let us march to Zion's hill." 

By th~ time tbey had reached the market place, they usually 

lJad collected a large a •• embly. 'Vheu together, Ryan usually 

preached. and Case exhorted, for ,which he had a peculiar gift. 

ny~ln's stentorian voice resoufidcd through the to\vn, and wns 
heard across the adjacent waters to the neighboring points of 

Ian 1. They suffered no particular opposition, excepting a lit
tle .nnuyance from some of the baser sort. who sometimes 
tried to trip them off the butcher's block which constituted 

their rostrum; set fire to their hair, and then blolV out their 

eanule if it were in the night season. This was accompli,hed 

one evening' by a wicked sailor, who then sung out, "Collle 
0.', boys, and see the Devil dance on a butcher's block I" Such 

opposition the preachers regarded trivial, and held on. All 

i"telligent and respectable man, who years afterwards became 
e,lIlvertcd, and was a leader and local prenel!er among the 
l\Iethodiste, in conversation "ith the author, dated his first 

convictions in boyhood from having heard the then youthful 
WilliaOl Case preach from a butcher's block in the Kingston 

lll:ll'kct . 

.J.. During tbis year, as Camp lIlt'elings were beginning to 
be I,mnd a great instrumentality for good, oDe was introduced 

Jor the first time into Canaua, and tbat one was held on Mr 

e","'" Circuit. It was held on the land of Peter Huff, on 

the "hare of Hay Bay, not far from the Adolphustown Cbapei. 

'rtle preachers present, heside Case and Ryan, were Pickett, 

fCccier, Madden, and Bangs. 'Ve give an account of it from 

tbc graphic pen of Dr. Abel Stevens, found in his life of the 

Hev Dr. Bangs, who was present, and from whose personal 

.lese, ;,)1 iun t!Je account is engrossed. r give this rather than 
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the accllunt by Mr Playtcr. it being the testimony of an eye
witnes. and an actor in the scenes. "This first Camp Meet
ing in Canada appeared to Dr. Ban,,;s a salient fact in the his· 
tory of Canadian Methodism. IIe therefore made particular 
notes conceming it. They show that the conrusion incidental, 
if not inevitable, to such occasions, occurred, but also that it 
was attended by extraordinary di"plays or the favor and 
power of God. 

5. "Its commencement beforehand excited great interest 
far and near. Whole families prepared for a pilgrimage to the 
ground. Processions of wab~1 fns and foot passengers wended 
.long the highways." [And he might have added, as we 
learn from another source, some came in boats f!"Om up the 
Bay.] " With two of his fellow evangelists, our itinerant had 
to take his course from a remote appointment through a range 
~f forest thirty miles in extent. They hasten.d forward, can· 
versing Oll religious themes, praying or singing, and eager with 
expectation of the moral scene abont to OpCT,. They arrived 
in time to commence the meeting on the 27th of September, 
altogether only about two hundred and lifty people had yet 
reached the ground. The exercises began witb singing and 
prayer. and a short sermon on the text, ' Brethren, pray.' Sev
eral exhortations followed, and after an intermission of about 
twenty minutes, another sermon was delivered on 'Christ our 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification aod redemption.' Some 
lively exhortations again followed. and the Spirit of the Lord 
seemed to move among the people. After an int~rruption of 
an hour and a half, a prayer· meeting was held, and towards 
its close the power of God descended on the aS3emhly, and 
songs of victory and praise resounded tbrough the forest. The 
battle thus opened. the exercises continued with preaching, ex 
hort.tion, and singing, until midni;;ht; then the people reo 
tired to their booths. The night was clear and serene. and 
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the scene being new to us, a peculiar solemnity rested upon 
all our minds. 'rhe lights glowing among the trees and abuve 
the tent" and the voice of prayer and praise mingling and aBo 
cending into the starlight night, altogether inspired the heart 
with emotions better felt than described. 'During this meet
inl!: six persons passed from death unto life. At five o'clock 
Saturday morning a prayer-meeting was beld, and at ten 
o'clock a sermon was preacbed on the text, • My people are 
destroyed for lack of knowledge.' At this time the cungrega
tion had increased to perhaps twenty-five hundred, and the 
people of God were seated together on logs near the stand, 
while a crowd were standing in a semi circle around th2W. 

Durin~ the sermon I felt an unusual sense of the Divine presence, 
and tbought I could see a cloud of Divine glory rest upon the 
congregation. The circle of spectators unconsciously fell back 
step by step, until quite a space was opened between them and 
those who were seated. At length I ,prang from my seat to 
my feet. The preacher stopped, and said, 'Take it up and go 
on!' 'No,' I replied, 'I rise not to preach.' I immediately 
descended from the stand among tbe hearers; tbe rest of the 
preachers all spontaneously followed me, and we went among 
tbe people, exhorting the impenitent and comforting the dis· 
tressed; for while Cbristians were filled with 'joy unspeak
able and full of glory,' many a sinner was prayiug and weeping 
in tho surrounding crow.). Tbese we collected in little groupo, 
and exborted God's people to join in prayer with them, and not 
10 leave them till he should save their souls. 0 what a scene 
of tears and prayers was tbis I I snppose that not less than 
a dozen little praying circles were tbus formed in the course 
of a few minntes. It was truly affecting to see p.rents weep-
109 over their children, neighbors exhorting tbeir unconverted 
ueh;lJbors to repeut, while all, old and young', were awe-struck. 
'l'he wicked looked on with silent amazement. while they be. 
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held some of their companions struck down oy tllS wighty 
powcr of God, and lward his peoplc pray for them. Thc 
minglecl voices of prayer and praise werc heard afar off, nn.] 
I,roduced a solemn awe apparently upon all n.inds ~truck 

by the grandeur of the .pectacle and the f('Ii.einu~ interests nf 
the crowd, a preacher mounted lbe stand and proclaimed for 
his text, 'Behold he cometh with clouds, and every eye shall 
sce him.' The meetin~ continued all night, and few, I 
think, "lept that night. During this time somc forty perooo. 
were converted or "'mctified. 

G. It On Sahbath mornin~, as the natural sun arose in 

splendor, darting its rays through the forest, we presented 
oursclve<; before its ;\Iakcr, and poured out OUf sonp;s of tbanks~ 

~i'Jing to thc Lord of the Universe. We felt tbat our 
earlhly sacrifice was accepted, for thc 'Sun of Righteousness' 
~honc upon our souls, and' ruadp all within us reioice.' We 
could sing with faith:-

'None is 1ike Jeshuron's God, 
So great, f'O strong, so high I 

La! he spreads his wings abroad, 
He rilles uroll the Rky I 

Israel \s Lis first uorn SOll; 
God, the Almighty God, is thine 

See him to tl1y help come dOWD, 
1'he exct:llcnce divine.' 

"After oreaHast, a host being on the ground, ",':8 beld a 
love-feast. The interest and excitement were so great, and 
the con~reg:.ltion so large, tllnt while some assembled around 
the stand, a prpacher mounted a waggon at a distance and 
aduressed a separate congregation. The impression of the 
word was universal, the power of the Spirit was manifested 
throu~hout the whole eneampmcnt, and almost every tent was 
a Fcene of prayer. At noon the J~ord·s Supper was .dmini •. 
tered to multitude., while other multitudes lank cd on with 
as·oni,hmcnt j "youug WOlUltn of fashionable and high I'osi. 
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lion in society, was smitten, acd with sobs entreated tho 
prayer& of the people. Her sister forced her away; " 
preacher went forth without the camp and led them both back, 
f~llowed by qnite a procession of their friends; a circle gathered 
around them and sang and prayed. The unawakened sistet 
was soon upon her knees praying in ag1ny, and WaS first con
verted; the other quickly after received the pence of God, 
and tbey wept and rejoiced together. A backslider, wl'o had 
become a maniac, and was in despair, was brought to the 
camp. His symptoms were like those of the New Testament 
demoniacs. It required the strength of several men to hold 
him i especial prayer was oJfered for him. We first besonght 
God, for Christ's sake, to restore him his faculties, which was 
done. He theu earnestly prayed for himself, and before tbe 
meeting closed he was not only delivered from despair, but 
filled with joy and peace in believing. 

7. .. The time was at hand at last for tbe conclusion of the 
lI,ceting. The last night was the most awfully impressive and 
yet delightful scene my eyes ever beheld. There was not a 
cloud in the skI. The stars studded the firmament, and the 
glory of God filled the camp. All the neighhoring forest 
seemed vocal with the echos of hymns. Turn our attention 
which over way we would, we heard the voice of prayer and 
praise. As it was the last nigbt, every moment seemed pre
cious i parents were praying for their children, and chiidren 
for their parents, brothers and sisters for one another, neigh
bora fl'r neighbors, all anxious that before they left the conSe

crated ground they should be • sealed as the heirs of salva
tion.' I will not attempt to describe the partiog 8000e, for it 
was indescribable. The preachers, about to disperse to their 
distant fields of labor, hung upon each other's necks, weeping 
ancl yet rejoicing. Christians from remote settlements, who 
had here formed holy friendships which they e ... pectud would 



118 

Rurvive in heaven, parted probahly to meet no more On earth, 
but in joyfnl hope of re·nnion above. They wept, prayed, 
sang, shouted aloud, and at last had to break away from each 
other a. by fcrce. As the hosts marched off in different 
directions the songs of victory rolled along the highways. 
Great was the good that followed. A general revival of rdi
gion spread around the circuit., ".pecially that of Bay Quinte, 
on which this meeting was held. I returned to Augusta Cir. 
cuit [thcn called Oswegotchie] and renewed my labors, 
80mewhat worn, but full of faith aod the Holy Ghost." 

8. We have nol data to enahle us to furnish the particulars 
of the lahars of any otller of the preachers during that year 
in the Province, but tho revival, referred to by Dr. Banks, 
issued in a nett increase to the societies of 187 mem bers in 
the whole di;triet, 146 of which mllst be set down to the 
credit of Mr. Case's Circuit, the Bay uf Quinte, more than 
tln·ee· f,'urths of all the aceessions. Thus we seo prosperity 
attended him during the first year of his itinerane\". The 
aggregate membership for Upper Oanarta at the close of 
the year 1805- 6, was olle thousand nine hundred and sixty 
souls. There were also the goodly number of four "undNd 
ulId fifteen souls on the Du"hom and Stans/ead Cireui!5, in 
the Eostern townsbips, connected dircrtly with Annual Con
ferences in the States, which made the number of aetnal 
Methodists on C"nadian soil no less than 2,375 in all. 

9. The Conference, at the commencement of the next 
Conference year (1806· ·7) sat in the city of New i ark, on 
the 16th of May, 1806. It is not likely tbat Mr. Case went 
to that Conference, on account of tbe diBtanC<l, especially as 
Ile was not yet a member, or eligible for ordination. That 
aS8elllbly, or more properly the Bishops thereat, lIIade several 
changes in the personal of his fellow laborer. for Canada. 
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The work itself was dh-ided into two district!. Coate, the 
Presiding Elder of tbe previous year. being put in special 
cbarge of Montreal, was to preside over a LweT Canada 
Diotrict, whicb consisted, however, of only tbree Circuits
Montreal, Quebec. and Ottawa, of wbicb places more after a 
little. 

10. Case. witb bis b,'ethren in Upper Canada, has tbisyear 
a new Pre,iding Elde.r, although not new to tbe Province. but 
most favorably known; tbis gentleman was no other tban ti,e 
apostolic Joseph Sawyer, wbo bas been incidentally mentioned 
before. but the full consideration of whom we have re.erved 
for tbis place. Tbis be specially deserves, because he manied 
and seUled, and spent tbe most of a long life in the conn try. 

11. Jos'ph Scuyer waR born and brought up in or near 
the city of New York. He had received a fair English 
education, and had evidently seen good society in early life, 
by wbicb Lis manners were polished into tbe old fashioned 
stylc of politeness. He was received on trial in tbe year 
1797, at the age of twmty siz. as he told the autbor, which 
would make the year of bis hirth 1771. He was stationed 
the first year as the "ssistant of Joel Ketchum. on Saratoga 
Circuit. Next year he was in charge of Pittsfield, with a 
Jolleague. In 17\19 be was received into full connection and 
made the assistant at' Joseph Mitchell. a strong man, on the 
VergenDes Circuit, .ome parts of whicb, we opine, extended 
iDto LoweI' Canada. He had for his neighbor that year 011 

on adjacent Circuit (the lTI.sex), which also extended largely 
intI) the Lower Province, oue whom he had been his col
league previously for a short tim~, a. be once informed the 
author, and who tbis year, in the midst of great prospects of 
!Dccess, lert his Circuit under ths impulse of an iDward 
impression. and made hi. first visit to Ireland. never returning 
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to the regulal' work again. except for a shol't time. but wh.) 
labored prodigiously in an irre~ular way to the end ef life. 
'fhis was Lorenzo Dow. Mr. Sawyer expressed to me a hich 
estimate of Dow's piety in the early part of IllS career, ancl 
represented I,im as wondrously succes,ful in promoting 
revivals. Sawyer'g snjourn in these bordet' circuits was onc 
of warfare with Ultra Oalvinists. He did not profes" to be a 
very successful controversialist himself; but he said that" 
little Scotch brother. II ugh McLean, whose name appears in 
the Minntes for those times, although a mere boy, was the;" 
chosen and victorious champion, pitted against all COffit'f8. 

The Scotsman's own conversion from a calvanistic creed pro
bably made him acquainted with its weak points Rnd the 
strong arguments against it. 

12. In 1800 Sawyer received his ilr8t appointment, to Upper 
Canada. and was statioced "" thc Niagara Circuit. nere Go[1 
gave bim seals to his ,.inistry, and among others the noted 
Nathan Bangs, so often mentioned in this book, who Was con
verted and became his ",sistant on the Oircuit before tLe 

year was out. He found some lively Societies on till' Circuit. 
lively to a degree. One of these, on the Mountain, often call .. 
ed. "Methodist Monnt.ain," we surmise where either Rod-. 

or, pcrbap~, BOll~man'8 Chapd afterwards stood, was ~omewhat 

. peculiar. Its memher thought they must .. get happy" every 
time they wt-'nt to meeting, or EomC'tlling was wrong; and they 
had made a solemn covenant with 'each other that they would 
never close one of their assemblies till everyone waR con
sciou51y blest. In pursuance of this plan, they usually all 
prayed aloud at once, as hard as they could, an[1 p:enerolly 
tor a long time. This kind of practire the .imple· minded nnr! 
devout C[,leman, Sawyer's immediatepredece .. or, had tolr .• ate~. 
The first time .\Ir. fil. went there, when the people we"" ,,,. 
"elUbled. he t·)ok his hymn hook and commenced. When t::cJ 
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lmeele~d at the close of singing, all the peop'e began to pr.IY 
together, and so loud as to drown his voice. After sOllle timo 
he tried to get them off their knees, l,ut fuiling to make him. 
sclr bcard, he let the matter go for that time, thinking it waR 
some extraordinary spirit of pr~yer that harl fallen upon them. 
Bill, precisely the 'arne thin:( occurred again, by which he was 
prevented from preaching a second timc. On his third yj,jl, 

t:ko a wise man as hc was, he told them before the service 
c.ollllnenecd that he came there to preach to them, and that 
I.e I\, u.t I.avo a hearin;, but that when they were alone tl,ey 
l11i~ht pray as they liked. The reasonableness of this, fortu
nate'y, they had sense enough to perceive, and with sOllie effort 

restrailled their uproarious way of praying, and allowed him to 
preach. We have given this incident as he related it to us, 
f"r the purpose of fllrnishing our readers a glimpse of the 
people ill that day, and of theil' religious usa;;es_ 

13. He remaimld the next year in that Vircuit, havin;; the 
youthful and eloquent Crowell for his "ssislant. The follow
ing year (1802) the Minutes place him at the head of two 
noble colleagues-honest Pder Vannest, and his own son ill 
the Gospel, Bang.. Nathan Bangs, however, we have seen, 
from the force of circumstance", or the providence of God, was 
led to restrict his lahors during the early part of the year 
:0 the settlements Dear YODgO Street, where he sulfercd 80 

lUuch, not. however, without counterbalancing success. So, 
likewise, Dr. Bangs, in· his history of that year, says, .. Mon
treal, in Lower Canada, was visited by Joseph Sawyer." This 
was proh~bly not an exclusive appointment to that place, but 
~no of those l'ioneerin~ !"aids which were frequently made off 
the reg,lIar Circtlit for a time, wbich characterized tbe opera
lions of that day, Most likely Sawyer took advantagc of 
l3aogs' prc8eoce in the Bay country to go down and visit 

G 
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Montreal. The Doctor says, .< He found a few rersons t11eriJ 

w!'o had belonged to the Methodist Society in the city of New 
York, hefore the Revolutionory war, who received him cor
dially, and assisted him in procuring a school·room for preach
ing. A Mr. lIlaginnis and his sistcr, both unmarried, were
among the first who atta£hed themselves to the Society in 
Montrcal, and they remained faithful through all the vicissi
tudns through wtich Methodism wos called to pass in tha~ 
city until tbeir deaths." 

14. An incident was related to the writer by :lfr. Sawyer 
h'mself, wbich occurred in connection with his endeavors in 
Montreal, and which will show how Methodist preachers were 
regarded in certain quarters, and the difficulties throngh which 
they had often to make their way. Mr. S., who was wry. 
apostolic in his "ppearanee and spirit, and very urbane in hi .. 
monnpr", thou;;ht it might be well to call on and endeavor te> 
conciliate the minister of the Anglican Church in the city. 
lIe did caD, and when he came into the lllini.ter's presence, 
making a polite bow, he addressed the elergyman to tbe fol
l.)wing effect :_u Sir, I am " Methodist minister sent to labor 

in this city and vicinity by Bishop Asbury; and as yoursel£ 
and I are the only Protestant ministers in the place, I have 
IDade bold to call upon you, with the desire to have some 
con~ersation about the inte.ests of religion in the country," 
,. You, indeed l" (said his reverence, with a mingled look of 
surprise and displeasu.re) .. I .. auld rather encourage the 
Roman Catholics thall Buch as you dissentcrs. No 1 Get ou~ 
of my sight l" While theoe wcrds were being uttered he wa& 
sideling along towards where stood his trusty staff. which he 
grasped, when be came Dear enoll~h, witb the design of 
driving tbe lowly missionary from his house. Mr. Sawyer. 
finning himself in the • wrong box,' expressed his 'regret f JJ' 
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.he intrusion,' said he • meant no offence,' and keeping a 
ftautious eye upon his cane, • bowed himself out' backwards as 
deputations do from the presence of royalty, till he got beyond 
the precincts of the parsonage, when he heat a hasty retreat 
from the place of his unsuccessful advance. The state of 
Methodism in that commercial emporium at the present tirue, 
(1866) with its six churches and thousands of adherents, 
shows that the attempts of Sawyer, and those who followed 
him, were not wholly vain. 

15. His name stands for the Bay of Quinta a second ycal, 
changing Vanne,t for Madden as a colleague. He had been two 
years out of the Province at our present date (1806). These 
he had spent ill his native State-the first year in the Croton 
Circuit, and the second in New Rochelle. While in one or 
other of these Circuits, as he informed the writer, he had an 
interview with the noted deistical writer, Thomas Paille, who 
resided within the bounds of his Circuit, and whom Mr. S. 
found to be filthy in his person and habits, as well as drunken, 
and most repulsive in his manners, ~oing about with his coat 
tied around him witb a piece of r9pe; and thrusting his hands 
at table into the sausage dish instead of using a fork-thar
ncteristics which in no wise recommend infidelity to us for 
this life, while it leaves us without hope for the life to come. 

16. After the lapse of tbese two years he is tbought worthy 
to be entrusted with the charge of the preachers and work in 
Upper Canada, wbiciJ this year (1806- 7) is constituted a 
District in itself, three of the Circuits in Lower Canada heing 
made a new and independent District. Mr. Sawyer was now 
thirty. live years of age, and had undergone tbe fatigues of the 
itincrancy nine years, which in lhat day was considered a long 
time. No wonder he sh()uld have thought of comforting him
.elf with a wife. whicb he did soon after his rAturn to the 
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country, in the person of a maiden lady of some means, by the 
name of Chloe Bailey, the sister of a ~ery respectable MeUlO' 
dist, IIIr. John Bailey, who has been twice mentioned in thie 
work already, and who will often cOllle into sight. She an<l 
her friends resided at 1Il0ulinettc, in the township of Cornwall, 

17. Mr. Sawyer, at thi, period of his life, must have been 
'juite prepossessing. He was of medium height, very erect, 
wcli proportioned, and of di~nificd carriage. His face was 
nval, his forehead not unintellcetunllooking, and his eyes very 
large and full. He was plain in his dress, but neat and taste
ful. His bail' was cut short in front and lef, to fall upon his 
shoulders behiod; and he wore the unfailing broad leafed hat 
and graceful ent away coat. Exactly twenty.six years after, 
the writer made his aeqnaintanee: the above description 
would have answered then when his locks were be~inning to 
whiten. At this latter date and two yea", after, when we 
were appointed to the Circuit on wbieh the old veteran liver!, 
he still ro1e to meeting on horseback, with cheval. on, and 
his cloak strapped on the mail pad behind, after the fashion of 
his active day,. His portmanteau, when he weot a jonrney, 
was the orthodox saddle 'Ja~, to bave given np wl1ieh he would 
h,ve regarded as a sort of departure from the faith. 

18. Our subject was perhaps no more than a meiium 
preacher, in point of matter, for his own day; but possibly 
supelior to most of his brethren with respect to manner. He 
was self po",eRSed, fluent, but also lively and ellergetic. He 
had accjuired a fair share of information on all ~eneral 8ub 
jects, and had good conversatiC'oal powers, using language, it 
might be admitted, sometime, a little pretentiolls. He had 
unbounded confidence in the pl'e.,eriptions of )Jr. 'Vesley's 
Primitive Physic; and was ,,1;0 a true representative of the 
age to which he belonged in his belief in the medicinal virtues 
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of cl~ctricity. He had invented :mel made for hims(.]f un 
electrifying machinp, which was f",tened in a portable box 
with a lid to it, which admitted of being moved abollt. The 
olrl gentleman once told the writcr of his baving cured himself 
of the ague, by a suceessinn of slight shocks of electricity. 
In 1834 he fell from a load of hay and broke hi< leg, which 
being badly set sbortened it considerably, and spoiled bis 
previous elasticity. But we must not further antioipate. 

19. Sawyer. though married, travelled his District. from end 
to pnd with great punctualily, and labored with great energy 
and success j and that, too, accompanied by his very particular 
wife, whose fear of dirt was so great that she carried with hcr 
her own bcd and her cups and saucers, wbich wcre always 
washcu with hcr own hands-a sort of eastern caravan-style of 
travelling was theirq_ 

20. Some change had been made in the distribution of the 
Circuit Pre"chers from the previous year. Madden and Bishop 
exchanged Circuits-the fornler going to Long Point, and thA 
latter comillg to Smith's Creek. Bangs, who had married a 
Mi8s MOT] Doulton, in the township of Edwardsburgh, at the 
close of the previous year, went into the Lower Province. 
Keeler is remoyed to the St. Lawrence, a ne", Oircuit, not any 
part of it in Can~da, as Mr. Playter incorrectly surmises, but 
wholly in the State of New York, running along the south
east side of the nob!e river whose name it bears, and embracing 
several towllshipR below whore O;;densburgh now stands. 
This region, by means of a ferry, was far easier reached from 
Canada than from the interior of New York, from whose 
uti/omen's it was separated by a wide stretch of unsettled 
forest; hence its connection with the Upper C"nada District. 
The reason for Mr. Keeler's designation to it would probably 
be. his inability to remove his fallliiy, ~nd his borne being 
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nearly directly across tbe St. Lawrence on tbc Canada sIde. 
Ryan and Pickett are the only two of the Upper Canada 
laborers wbo remained in tbeir last year's place of appointment; 
Pickett on Yonge Street, and Kyan in tbe Bay of Quinte Cir
cuit. Ryan appears in tbe Minutes as l-cing on that exten~ive 
and important Circuit alone; but the field was t00 large to be 
worked by one laborer, and doubtless tbere was some one to 
be provided by the Presiding Elder, or sent 011 by the Bishop. 
They bad not yet learned the art of saying "(one to be sent)," 
or "(one wanted)," as in after years. Yet in all tLe vacancies 
tbat occur from year to year there were young men "under 
the Presiding Elder," as they phrased it, in a course of train
ing for presentation to the Conference. to be received on trial. 
Thus we have seen that Bangs gave nearly a year's labor in 
that way; and many of the early preachers in the same I~an· 
ner labored a year or more longer than they got credit for in 
tbe Minutes. Who Ryan's helper for tbat year was we know 
not. 

21. TVilliam Case, our principal subject, was removed from 
tbe Bay of Quinte to the Oswegatchie Circuit, with Gershom 
Pearse for his senior colleague, who wa.q brought therc from 
the Niagara Circuit. In this Circuit he was among t.h 
descendants of Paul and Barbara Heck, who came from Ir~. 
land with Philip Ewbury in 1760. The lady was the instru
went of stirring np that servant of God to preach when he 
bad become recre.nt to his duty, which occurred in 17G6. 
from which time regular Methodist prtaching was mainlaiupd in 
the city of New Yo: k. These twu persons were among the 
wast active promoters of tho enterprise of erecting the first 
., preaching house" in that city, wbich was built in 1768; Mr. 
Heck was one of the original trustees, and 11rs. H. whitewashed 
it "ith her own hands. They had resided fol' a time aL Cam· 
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dell, near Lake Champlain, where they were tbe founders, 
along with Embury and others, of another new Methodist 
caase. They had liv~d in Lower Canada ten years, coming 
to Augusta, in Upper Canada, in 1785. Tb~y settled on " Lot 
No.4, 3rd Concession," in the neighborhood of the Big Creek, 
where a class was immediately gathered, in which was em
braced Jonn Lawrence, who married P. Emhury's widow, 
that m1lmorable lady, 8S well as the Heeks, with Samuel 
jj]mbury, Philip's SBIl, for leader. Paul Heck had passed away 
fourteen years before Mr. Case's coming on the Circuit; but 
Barbara, only two years before, namely, in 1804. But one of 
their sons was there at the time of Mr. C.'s first sojourn, 
namely, Samu_l, their third son, born in Camden in 1771. 
wbo was a respectable local preacher. John, the eldest, born 
iu New York in 1767, had died only the year before (1805) 
in the State of Georgia. Jacob, the second, of whom more 
farther Oil, was still in Lower Canada. Samuel's residence 
W;)" Ilear the old Blue Church grave-yard, where his father 
and. mothe{"& :remains reposed. 

22. In this Cireuit, besides Mr. Samuel Heck, there were 
~ther local preachers of eminence. such ·as Will. Hallock, of 
Elizabethtown, near where Lynu now stands, who had been 
t'eceived on trial in the travelling eonne~tion, in the closir.g 
rart of the last century (1791), and had lahored one year on 
a Circuit (the Duchess) in the States, bnt who had desisted 
from want of health;.a good man, of a sympathising spirit, 
with a pathetic manner of preaching, who excelled in'the 
dcliVl'lry of fnneral serillons, then, and long after, an invariable 
requlWtdon for all who died; altd, in conseqllenee, whose 
labors were in great request in that particular, he preaching 
at more funerals tban any otber man in that region, travellin~ 
<>r local, of whom more allOn ; William Brown, of tbe Rideau, 
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,yh" m his llf'ighbors called "Priest Brown," WllO will C:1nl1 

into notice as a traveHin,:; pl'\~aebel' of llJ Hl...:a,ll C • .d.l.Ul'.J ; U.J 

David Brakenridge, who was magistrate, militia colunel, and 
local elder, all in one, and who performed more baptisCls in 
that region than all the otber preachers put together. He was 
then furty-three years of age, a U. E. Loyalist, and Tory of 
the first water. He had some education, large experience in 
public matters, and good preaching talents, but he was very 
camtic and severe on all who differed from him. He has had 
tbe rare honor of preaebing Barbara Heck's funeral sermon, 
who had passed away two years before with the Bible on her 
lap. We might fill many pages with ~Ir. B.'s unusual sayings 
and doings. Hc would "advise thuse so strenuous about the 
<juantity of water in haptism, to make tborough work of it, 
and have themselves put in to soak over night i" and those 
that" carried their divinity in their pocket, to put" lock and 
key on it, least they should lose it," referring to a pretentious 
clergyman, who read his sermons, and who had the misfortune 
to lose his manuscript on thc way to his appointment, and ha,1 
to dismiss the people without preaching to them. He will 
cross our path again. 

23. Tbis Circuit was also the abode of ceverallay celehrities 
in Methodism, besides those aheady mentioned in this work, 
such as John Van Camp, Peter Browse, ;lIicha.! Carman, and 
John Bailey; and others whom we have yet to mention, SOOIO 

of whom hod a very eventful history. One 01' thebe was 
now a meOiber of tbe churcb, aDd a tbrivin;; merchant on the 
banks of the St. Lawrence, in the township of ')Iatilda, who 
when tl::~ merest child had been lert by Bome accident on the 
wilderness shore of Lake Ontario, between tho mouths of the 
Genesee River and tbat of the Kiogara, but who followed up 
the direction the boat went, li<ir.:::; upon berries and sleeping 
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;n the woods. till be overtook bis parents and company at the 
latter place. He rose to opulence. and was about the time of 
Mr. Case's sojounlo the leadin~ financial influence in the Cir
cuit, and thou:,h for Sallie years dismembered from the.central 
Methodist Body in the Province, died at length within its 
pale, at a very advanced age, in the town of Brock ville, where 
he had resided for the last thirty years of his life. This man 
was Paul Glassford, Esq. 

24. Another very marked celebrity of this class was Alex· 
ander Rose, Esquire, of Highland Scotch paNntage, whosc 
history will be best set forth by the transcription of an entry 
in the author's manuscript journal, made at U r. Rose's fire
bide in 1934, after hearing him narrate the incidents recorJed : 
" \ViliiamsbUl'g, Sept. 19th, 11;:]4. This evening at tea we 
were entertained, or rather affected, by our kind host A. 
Rose, Esq., relating his adventures. During the Revolutionary 
war, in the year 1779, being theu in bis eleventh year, he was 
seized by a party of Indians who came to the house, his f~ther 
being from horne and in confinement among the Americans 
for being a Tory. He travelled with the Indium, who meant 
to keep him al1L! bring him up as one of themselves, from the 
Delaware River, on which his father was settled, to Niagara. 
Being found to be the child of a loyal subject of His Majesty, 
be was t"ken from the Eavages by the commanding officer, a 
Mr. Butler, and bound apprentice to a government blacksmith. 
Dut his master using bim badly, the boy got on board one of 
the only three vessels then on the lake., in order to follow the 
people with whom he had become ncquaiote<l while among the, 
Indian", and who had gone to Lower Canada. Pinding no 
mean,. however, of going farther down than Carlton hland, 
near Kingston, be staid in tbe vessel while tbey went a few 
tl ips, when finding an old neighbor of his father, he eloped 
from the vessel, though he was once retaken and loaded wi:h 

." 
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irons. His friends, howe,-er, ultimately got him attached to 
the army, and at length restored to bis father, his de,. moth",' 
having died of grief before ,he knew of his safety. Sillce ther. 
he has.borll.e a co:nmisRion in dis Majesty's army. He is now 
a man of wealth and re;pectaoiiity, a magistrate. and, best of 
all, a Christian." 

~;;. lI1r. Ro,e had a senior brother, Mr. John Rose, who 
lived in the interior of the township of ~htilcl,,; though 1I0t 

so conspicuous in public mattcrs as his brother Alexander, he 
was e,en a mere advanced Chri;tian, having been in the Lord 
before him, and being a very intelligently pious and useful 
class· leader for many years. He was Lhe father. in· law of the 
Reverend and nnw venerable 'Y. H. Williams, and grandfather 
of tho Rev. Thos. G. Williams. The sons and daughters of 
the two Rose's lVere all adherents and friends of lIiethodism, 
and are so till this day. 

26. The writer has gleaned but one single incident connected 
with the joint labors of :llIessrs. Penrse and Case cn thi. Cir. 
cuit; but that very sli.;ht OC"llrrence satisfied him, that 
although Mr. Case was the junior, and his colleague a yery 
faithful. npright man, the superior ta.,t,', discernment. and 
judgmeut of the younger placed him in advlIJlce of his senior 
b the affection and confidence of' the people; so soon did he 
begin to evince that c')mmanc1iog influence which he afterwards 

exerci,d so many years over people and preachers. A lad y 

,of our acqua.intance, ae s!w informeu us many yearE! afterwardR, 

stung by the ill-judged interference of Jlr. P., in a certaiu 
matter, told him th It., notwithstandlll,,; his pertin:IcioU8 un ..... 

tcrity, "Mr. Case had more religion in his little finger thaD 
he had in his whole body." This was not a comlllcnilablo 
\Vay of addressing a minister whaterer mistake be may have 
made; but ~Ir. Case never put himself in a position to lllo.v 
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()f anyone aceo.ting him in that mannc.·. He obeyeJ th~ 
advice (Jf Paul to Thnothy, and "let no man despise h", 
youth." 

27 This year, Robert Perry is removed from one extreme 
rQ tbe work to the other almost-being brought from 
.be Oltawa and placed on the Niagara Circuit in the 
position of second preacher. The only glimpse we get of 
honest Robert in this Circuit is the following:-Preaching 
a sermon at the" Fifty Mile Creek," a little too allegorical, 
which diverted the less reverential, and offended the tasle of 
t.he more grave and discernin~, a frequent mistake of the 
limes: a hired man returned from the meeting 10 the family 
with which he lived, and said, "The minister preached all 
about sheep, and all the people laughed, except Hugh Wilson, 
and he looked as mad 1" This Mr. Wilson was One of the 
wDrthies of Upper Canadian Methodism, who will come favor
ably into notice before our st.ory closes: also, of his getting 
o7erwhelmcd in relt;;ious meetings and shouting uproariously. 

28. 'l'his year It new name appears-first, as being receive .. 
on trial; and next, as being appointed to Upper Uan.da, and 
stationed in charge of tbe Niagal"a Circuit, over Mr. Perry. 
'fhi. was no olher than the excellent Thomas \Vhitehead, a 
name which aftcl"\vards hecame a household word in Canadian 
lIIethodist families. Bllt he is even now (1806) no junior. 
He was horn as early as 1763, in Dllchcss County, in the then 
Province of New York. He was converted at the early age 
of eighteen (in 1780) years; and his obituary in the Canadian 
Minuleb, written no donbt by men who had his personal 
hiBtory from l,is own lips, says he began to preach three sears 
after, at tile age of twenty one, and that he "labored "bout 
three years in the neighborhood of New York and :Albany, 
when he was sent as a missionary to tl.e Province of No,," 
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Scolia, and continued there and in New Brunswick about 
sixteen years." rrhe first timf', howevp.r, his name occnrs in 
the Gpn~r"; ?'lInutes IS in 1791, as statior,eel undor the Pre
SIding Eldership of thc nov. Mr. Rinck, on the Li,crpool Cir
cuit, N.8. Methodist matters were not always adjllsterl in 
tbat orderly wuy at that early period, which obtained after 
tbe Church was l'lNe fllliy organized. Besidcs,lheconnexion 
of the J}astern Provinces with the United States "ocnection 
was always very sligbt, ,'ariable, and somewhat nnomalou •• -
MI" Whitehead marri.d a ve,y worthy lady in that conn try, 
and it seems, for II time, was, at ieust rarti.liy, located. In 
1806, he came to the New York Conference, seeking employ· 
ment in the ministry of the 111. E. Church, the work in hi .. 
own Province being supplied with Weoleyan Missionaries 
directly from the Br;tish Conference. Hi" large family of si" 
children was an objection. The Rev. Jos. Sawyer informed 
the writer that he interceded for him; and Bishop Ashuty 
consented, provided he would a.comrany Mr. Sawyer to Cana· 
da. This, his being a British subject, and the prospect of 
settling his sons in a new and fertile British Provincr, enaLbJ 
him to consent to, although it involved a large outlay and" 
long and toilsome journey. His Confprence olituary says: 
" He and his family came in au open boat from Albany to 
Niagara." This could only have been dooe,. as we have seen 
it was in other cabllS, by aHcending tlw Mnbawk River to liort 
Stanwix; etrecting a portage into Wood Creek j dcs£~nding 

Wood Creek into Oneida Lal<e ; passing 'Hlt of the Lake do" u 
tLe Onondaga Bi"er to Lake Ontario ~t Oswego; £oabting 
the south ,hare of the I .. t mentioned lake to its westetll ex 
tremity and tlleD crossing the Nia<...;ur3. Rh-er ioto Canaua. In 
Ihis long voyage of six, weeks, tbey subsisted on boiled wI/eat. 
We are told 110 first located his family in the then DlW ami 
promising, but now dCC"olyed village of St. David, which wa" 
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ot that time of prime importance Methodistieally, being situa' 
ted Ileal' the historically famous Warner'. Chapel, of which 
more nnon. 

2!J. ;\Jr. Whitehead Was large in person, and then in vigor· 
ous health, but a matured man of fort!J-foul'. IIe was a per· 
son of extcllsh'e rcodinf'. agreeablc manners, great conyersa' 
tionail'owers, anu 11"d gained lllueh eXp(-.rience, And although 
trammelled with a very peculinr impediment ill his speech, he 
was justly regarded as a "l/ery good and interesting preachor, 
quitl) beyond the average of tl:at day. As h~ r-ame 10 remaill 
for life, he was no small aece,sion to the ministry of the illfilnt 
church in t!-is new country. His peaceable disposit.ion, ,;'lUn 1 
judgment and Inyalty to the COloference, made him of in\'Ulu
able service to the cannexion in the vicissitudes it pas~ed 
throu~h in "fter years. 

:l0. The Lower Canada District fOr ti';3 year (1806), was 
8upp!ied by Scrnucl Coate, Presiaing Elaer, ,t.tionea in Mon
treal; Nat/,an B'lngs, Quebec; Andrew Prin,lIe, Ottawa j 
and Wilt-iarn Snyder, 1IIi.oiOO1ary to the French. The last 
two are new names. They had been received on trial at the 
(Jollfer~llc, of that year. They were both Canadians. A 
word or two ahout each of them. 

31. A~D[tEW PRINDLE, WaS born in Prince Edward District, 
on the 3rd of April, 1780, one of the earliest births in Upper 
CJnada. To use his own language, he "received his eduea· 
tion in Canada, when there Were no schools and no books." 
But his religion gave his clear and powerful intellect an im
pulse at an early peri,);! of his life. He joined the Methodist 
Church at tho age of ,ixtcen, although he did not experience 
converting l(race till tlVO years later. From an incidental 
allusion in his obituary, we surmise he had labored the year 
previously to this uuder the rresidin~ Elder, On the Niagara 
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Circuit. .\t the liDie of his being received on trial he ,,",J 
eight years christian experience, and was twenty-six. years 
of a~e. He was not destined to rise to office, or to fill city 
pulpits i his want of polished manners, and his extreme cor· 
pulence, which came upon him in middle life, would have 
~omething to do with this: hut a sounder divine, a more 
original preacher, or a more clear exponent of Methodist b,., 
there was not contemporary with himself than he became. 
He was destined t.o develop his intellect more by thinking 
than reading, and, we might add also, by friendly diseu,sion, 
which snited the bent of his inquiring mind. This year ho 
has a rough, though picturesque Circuit, but affectionate pa· 
rishoners, who cherished long after, as the writer well knows, 
pleasant memories of young Andrew. 

32. WILLIA)! SNYDER, was a sort. of Colleague to Prindle, 
(as the French in the Ottawa country we,'e more accossiblo 
than anywhere else), with a roving commission to go wherever 
he found an open door among that class of the population. 
Snyder was of German extraction, but had learned the French 
langnage in his boyhood in Lower Canada, Ent;lish bein;!, 
however, his yernacular. Having been converted in e pper 
Canada-somewhere in the township of Edward&burgh-and 
having become a preacher, as he possessed the ability to speak 
and read in French, and.was very much drawn out for the 
convef3ion of the Franco Canadian" i as we learned from 
his relatives and neighbors in the Matilda Circuit many year. 
~fterwards, it was thought he might be useful to that people. 
He did not, however, succeed to any considerable extent. 

33, Dr. Bangs' account of the matter, who was contem 
porary with the event, is as follows :-" He" (Soyder) '. enter
ed upon his work in a French settlement in the vicinity of'the 



HIS COTEMPOdARIES. 135 

Ot.tawa River, and for a time wag cordially received and lia· 
tened to with much altenlion, so that great hopes wcre enter. 
tained of a mccessful issne of his lubors. Ha·.ing occasion, 
however, to be absent from his field of' labol' fhr [\ few weeks, 
the parish priest took thc opportunity to go among the people 
and warn them of the danger of hearing the 'Protestant 
heretic,' threatening them with excommunication-whi,ch, in 
their eiitimation, was a sure prelude to damnation-if they did 
not desist. This so wrought upon their fears, that upon tho 
return of Brother Snyder, not a soul dared to bear him or 
receive him into his house. He was, therefore, reluctantly 
compelled to abandon the enterprise in despair." It was the 
misfortune of' lIIethodism in that day, that the Church had not 
missionary funds to sustain her agents during the tedious pro
cess of indoctrinating the people. This was no doubt the 
cause of Mr. So's lamentable and injurious absence, enforeed 
by t;he necessity of looking after the interests of his family, 
who were located sev. nry or eighty milos from his field of 
labor. Otberwise, from wbat the author leaiDed of his skill 
and prudence twenty·six years afterwards, judging from what 
has since been effected, be wonld likely have met with som~ 
,uccess. We leave this brother for the present, about whose 
fate there is a melancholy interest. 

34. As to the remaining laborer in (his district, we shall 
let him tell of his appointment, labors. and their results, in h;, 
own words. .' I have before spoken of Montreal and Ottawa. 
Nathon Hangs volunteered his services for Quebec." (Be 
fore "e permit Mr. B. to proceed further with his narrative, 
we should pel haps remind tbe reader directly of what he has 
learned incidentally already from the previous part of this 
work, that this ancient city enjoyeu the labors of a Methodist 
local preacher in the person of Mr. Tnffy, a military gentle· 
man, who preached in it as c&rly as 1780, anel con tinned for 
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the .pace of three years, whell he had to lea.c fo[' Europe 
wilh tl,e aI'OIY; and Itl,o that the Eov. Saruuel ~Ierwin, whose 
biogl'al'l,y he has reacl, spent six wecks therein. lahoring to 
~st.ahlioh a cam~, in 180.3. The Iahors of ncither, however, 
,,·sultcu in establishing a socicty. 1111'. Bangs, therefi,re. harl 
to brl'ak up the [(round anew. We resllme the acconnt in hi, 
history.) .1 After spending a few weeks in Montreal to supply 
Lliltil tlwir preacher, Samuel Coate, arrived, he sailed down tb. 
Jlivcr St. Lawrence for Quebec. and arrived there on Satur· 
day morning. Having a lew letters of introduction, he 
dclh'ered t hell', and by great exertions succeeded in hiring 
a room alld getting it scated that day. He preached his first 
sermon on Sabbath morning to a tolerable congregation." 

i):;. The above is from Dr. nan~s's History of the :II. E. 
Church: we quote now from his life, in which he speaks in the 
Ihst persoD. .1 After preaching for a few times. such were the 
cnc{)urnging signs that I bired no more eligible room for our 
meetings, and another to live in, and in about four weeks sent 
6,r Illy wife, who arrived in safety." (lbe more I. eligible 
roolll;' '<'2. s the pri"ate journal of a :,oentleman. whom we shall 
herBafter illtroduc~ to the reauer, was the" attic of the Free
mason's lIan.") .1 At this time the pro'pcct was quito Bat
tering, the congregation was large, anll several persons appear
eu rCillarbbly fricnJly." Amoug his friends was the second 
>ou (J ocob) of Paul and B .. rbara HEck, of N elV York celebrity, 
who IVas married to a ~Iiss Shorts, and settled in business in 
Quebec. Another of his friends was ~Ir. Peter Langlois. 
Lam in (to Island uf Gurnsey in 178!, anu he hau heard 
tbe Metboclist. preach as early as 1791; he had arrived in 
that city all the 8th of June, befOl'e ~lr. Ban"s arrival: after. 
ward. he bee"Ole convertcrl. joine.l the society, and became 
e:"". leader. trustee, and local preach"r, preaching in botb 
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Froneh and English, proving himself a pillar in the Churel1 
of God till the day of his death, which occurred so lately as 
1864. It is from hi. journal the above quot&ti,lO was made, 
a document on which we may hD.ve frequently to draw,1>y 
which lIlr. L. will often come into notice. 

36. "His congregations,:' Sll'S l\Ir. Bangs' biogrnphcr, 
., dwindled away to half a dozen persnns. Curiosi~y alone had 
prompted the first numerous attendance. His eigbty dollars 
were at last expended. 'It seemed impossibl~,' said he,' to 
bear up under n'Iy trials. l could endure o!,position, and had 
been testerl in this respect j blIt to sec no reslIlt of my labors j 

to be simply let alone by the glJilt population around mo, 
seemed insupportable. My mind at times sank into des1'o:1-
dence. lily only relief was in prayer and preaclling. f"r then 
I forgot my desolation. My money expended. my congrega. 
tion almost annihilate~, among strangers, and fearing the 
CalIse I represented would be disgraced by my failure, I could 
only Lide Illyself in God. Bilt the Irial dirl me gl1od. I 
learned lessons from il I have never forgotten. The keene.t 
suffering of my forlorn condition was that my wife had to 
endure it with me j but I thank God, she bore it better than 
I did. and became my comforter.' 

37 ... Thongh his discouragement contInually inoroased, he 
was not willing to give up his post till he could holrl it no 
Iaeger. Even whe·n seemingly at this extremity, he held on . 
• I was at last embarrassed,' be says' to meet my small ClIpens 
es. Having engaged a man to saw wood that I had procured 
for winter, now setting in with great sevel'ily, he came one 
day to complete the job which he had begun hefore. Having 
no money-to pay him, and fearing if I did not I should br.ing 
reproach upon my profession. I requested my wife, who could 
speak French better than myself, to inform him that he need 



CASF, AND 

not finish his work that day. He replied he must, as I,e coul~ 
not come again. • What shall I do?' I said to myself After 
praying a while I went to an acquaintance and told hiw I had 
a favor to ask of him, and'he must not deny me j he must 
lend me ODe dollar and fifty cenls, and if I should be able I 
would return it, and if not, he must wait till tbe resurreclior. 
of the just and unjust. Without hesitation he' granted my 
request, and I paid the laborer. At another time I was under 
the necessity of borrowing a shilling to pay the woman who 
brought me milk. The weekly collectiou in the congregation 
amonnted to about Oile dollar, and this was all I had to de
pend upon for support, after expending all my own money. 
But behold the goodness ot- God! When he had sufficiently 
hnmhled Ille to depend upon himself, he sent me help in a 
way I little expected. I suppose tbat by some means infor
mation of my distressed condition was given to some benevo
lent individuals, who now min'3tered to my necessities, and 
that too in a manner which kept their liberality from all os
tentation, and thus made their gifts the more welcome. A 
servant wonld arrive with tbe kind rtlspects of unknown per
sons, with valnable pre;ents of food, sugar or tea, aud .ome
times m0ney, and these from strangers with whom I never 
\:Jecame acquainted. These iostances of kindness so overcame 
me, that I could not refrain from tears, and I would retire in 
secret and pour out my tbanksgivings to God, and pray for 
my benefactors! 

38 ... He remained iu Quebec, .truggling with these diffi 
culties about three months, when in accordance with the itin
erant usage of the times, and by the advice of his ministerial 
brethren, he passed up the River to Montreal, exchanging for 
the rema:nder of the year witb Samuel Coate, who had been 
laboring there since the lost Conference. Besides the moral 
lessons he had learned, and the studi"" his leisure had allo\\ed 
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him to prosecute, he had at least opened the way for hi. suc· 
cess~r. Ho had secured an humble place of worship, and left 
a few Methodists, honest mechanics, to welcome Coate. Tbe 
latter by his advice' advertised' his arrival and tbe place of 
his preaching; the dwindled cong:regation began to increase, 
and Methodism was effectually founded in Qnebec, and will 
maintain its stand there, it may be hoped, till the enu of time." 
Mr. Langlois's journal says that Coate .. met with more suc· 
cess than Bangs, and left a class of ten members." 

39 ... In Montreal he (B). labored under somewhat more 
cheering auspices. Duriug the remainder of the ccciesiasti
cal year he had incessant work and gratifying success. He 
records that upon a calculation of his receipts and expenditures 
for the year, he found his expenses had gone about forty dol
lars over all he had received." 

From the details which this laborer furnishes, we may have 
some idea of what all his fellow laborers underwent. 

40. We ought, perhaps, to say that two other places in 
Lower Canada than the Circnits already mentioned, enjoyed 
this year the ministrations of Methodist preachers. Dunham, 
connected with }i'letcber, a place in the State of Vermont, 
making ODe Circnit for two preachers, belonging to the Ash. 
grove District, New York Conference. One of the two 
preachers was a former Canadian laborer, Reuben Harris, whose 
biography we have already given, and of whom W~ arc ['lad to 
get another glimpse. His senior col!eagull, Henry Eoan., 
who, from his name being printed in italics, we know, from 
Ihe rule in such cases at that time, was in eldn·'s orders; it is 
scarcely worth while to inquire after him further, having been 
only partially employed in Canada for tbat one year. Tbe 
numerical results of their labors, 80 far as the Dunham part 
",r the Circuit is concerned, separate from the other part, it 
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would now be more uiffieult to determine than the value of 
the discovery when maue. 

41. St'll/stead stood connected with the same Conference, 
but with a different district-tne Vermont. It was supplied 
by Philip AyeI', whom we frankly own we have failed to trac~; 
or that we are able to give allY further account of. Nor can 
we tell how his Circuit prospcred. They must stand over 
.< till the Lord writeth up the people." 

42. The total numerical results of the year we have just 
passed over, beside tbe two Circuits we last n.entioneil, was a 
nctt access;on"of two hundred and ninety members to :he 
Church. The total now ,tands at two thousand three hundrt'l 
and sevent!llive. Such was the numerical 'tren~th of ~Iethod
i.:S1l1 in its co:nmunicants alone, ilTespective of its h.!urer3 aod 
adherents, in Canada, at the ciose of ~Ir. Uase's first sojourn 
therein. vVe have not been furnished with uata fur dctei'min
ing the number of church cdifices-they certainly were not 
numerous or elegant. Perhaps there was a dozen meeting .. 

houses in the two provinces, none of them of a material more 
substantial than wood, and several of thom, we suspect, oall 
of logt;. 



nOOK FOURTH. 

CASE OUT OF HIS RPECIAL FIELD OF LABOn, AND HOW IT 

FARED WITH HIM AND IT. 

1. The Conference at the close of the ecclesiastical year of 
which we have been writing, and at the beginning of' the one of 
which we are about to write, sat at " Coeyman'R Patent, near 
Albany, lVIay 2nd, IS07." To this Conference onr principal 
subject, William Case, went out to be received into lull con
nexion, and was ordained deacon. No doubt it was a time of 
great interest an,l enjoyment to him after his !'mg seclusion ill 
thc wnods of Canada. Being worn down by his two years toil 
therein, and enfeebled by exposure to the miasma of its 
swamps, hc requested Bishop Asbury. who was now the sale 
superintendent of the work, Bishop Whatcoate having died 
the previons yelr, for an easy appointment. This ill his 
estimation would likely be some town or city. But his nam., 
much to his. surprise, was rearl off for" Ulster," so callcd 
from a wholc county, which bore that designation, more than 
which thc Circuit included, os it comprehended the whole range 
of the Catskill Mountains. When he heard the announce· 
ment he thought the appointment cruel, and wept. Yet he 
often confessed afterwarus that it was the hest appoint.ment 
for him that could have been made. He had, the henefit of 
the paternal care and counsels of his senior colleague, in the 
person of the kind and fatherly Elias Vanderlip, between 
whom and his young associate .. mutual esteem and affection 
sprang up of a lasting charac:er, as the writer knows from an 
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interview with the venerable Vanderlip in tile elly or Albany 
in 1837, brouf(bt about by a letter of introduction from ~Ir. 

Case to this aged saint. The man of ninety spoke of hiM 
coadjutor of other years with smiles and tears. He was of 
German extraction-no great preacher, but simple.hearted, 
unctious, and mefu!' 

2. The above was made out from the Minutes, and from 
wl .. t I heard Messrs. Case and Vanderlip say of each othero 
!'[r. C.'s Jubilee Sermon gives other particulars, and mentions 
tloe lIame of another colleague. This one whose name is about 
to he mentioned was probably an assistant to the other two, 
'mployed by the presiding elder, merely, as he waR not ra-
3eivcd on trial till two years later. lIe will come into sight, 
.gain, as he cam~ to a tragic, or perhaps we should say, k'T~ic 
,nd, ill connection with the Canada work. Mr. Case's words 
",ith rpgard to his Circuit arc these:-

" Again: as I sat at the foot of the mountain, feeble m 
,t.rength,-unable, as J thought, to perform the labors of that 
Circuit, I opened my Bible to road, when, without forethought 
ny eyes fell upon 1;a. xli. 14, 15. And so it came to pass: 
[ regained my strength, the mountains were easily overcome, 
-myself and colleal'ue, Robert Hibbard were greatly aided 
,y the Spirit i-we could' thrash the mountain.' i-revivals 
in religion prev.liled, and one 11llndl'ed were that year added 
to the societies I" 

3. Here also Case formed the acquaintance of Mrs. COV~I~ 
the mother of two distinguished ministers, and the graud
mother, if we mistake not, of others now living of that name; 
in whose house he used to preach; whose hospitality he en· 
joyed i and of whose virtues he was never weary of speaking. 
Especially would he often tell of the devotion by her, of hel 
two lillie boys asleep on ""e bcd, as a thank offering to God 
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for convertivg her sonl, wDo became the two ministers before 
mentioned; one ofwhorn he heard preach, and the other exhort 
at the same service in their own mother's honse. while he fol
lowed with the never failing class·meeting. 

4. Fnrtbermore, this aJYPointment was a great boon to his 
health. Its monntaL, scenery enlivened hiB spirits, and it~ 
monntain air and pnre spring water relieved his system of the 
billious taint induced by the ague caught in a new conntry, uy 
which his activity and spirit were renewed. They met with 
!uccess likewise in their work and returned, as we have seen, 
• goodly increaCoe at the end of the year. 

5. Thus have we had to cOllsider onr principal hero, for one 
year, outside of what was to be his almost life.long field of 
labor. How did religious matters progress in the Oanadian 
field, the r~"der will ask, dl1ring his absence! To the answer· 
iog of thi, que.tion we mnst now addre.s ourselves. 

6. The work and laborers according to the Minutes w~re 
distJl'J>uted as follows: 

.. UPPER CANADA DISTRIcT. 

"JOSEPlI SAWYER, Presiding Elder. 
Long Point, Henry Ryan. 
Niagf1ra, ]V. Bangs, T. Whitehead, N. Holmes. 
Yonge Street, Andrew Prindle. 
Bay Quinte, Lnther Bishop, Elias Pattie. 
Oswegot"'';e, D. Pickett, J. B. Smith, C. Hulber~. 
St. Lawren(·e, Samuel Cochran." 

"LOWER CANADA DI3TR[CT • 

• , SA~IUEL COATE, Presiding Elder. 
Montreal, Thomas Madden, 
Quebec, Samuel Cuate. 
Ottawa, William Snyder. 
Dunham, Gershorn Pearse. 
Stanstead, Levi Walk .. r." 
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7. Let it be obsel"veu distinctly, Dunkam stood connected 
with the AsI'grove District, New York Conference j and Stan
steaJ, wilb the New LOlli Ion District, New England Confer
ence. This arrangement arose from the fact, that tbose placea 
s) ncar the Province line, were easier reacbed hy Presidinl': 
Elders from the LT nitcd States, than from the hanks of tI,· 
St. Lawrence, in going fro111 which the Presiding Elder woul, 
have to pass througb a long stretch of French Roman Cathr 
lic country. 

8. We have seen that frequent cbanges in those days wcn 
made nIllong the circuit prcaehers during tbe year, by tho 
Presidiug Eluere. Nor did appointments made by tbe Bishop! 
at the Conference always go into cffect, but were sometiDle! 
re.adjusteu by the officiary above indicated, before the labOr! 
of the year began. Of this we have an example in wbat oc
CUlTed to Nathan BJogs, ". c will let bim account for the 
matter in his own words. " This year," said he, " I was 3f" 
pointed to tbc Niagara Circuit, about tbree hundred and fiftJ 
miles from horne." (He meaos his ,,·ifc's home in Edwards· 
burgh). <, I pUlchased a horse and started for my newap
pointment, but had not gone over ten miles, when I met thE 
l'residing Elder of the Lowcr Canada District, who reqnested 
me to return to Montreal, as Bi,hop Asbury had said when bE 
_ read off the appointments, that pre .. idiug l<:lders might arrangE 
it as tl1"Y saw best. After deliberating awhile I consented te 
go, aod leaving my wife at her father'. house, I embarked in 
company with William Snyder," (whuse starting point waf 
Edwardsburg also,) " a Freneb Missionary, and most excellent 
man, on a scow loaded with boards and lImr, and sailed down 
the St. Lawrence again. We had several hair·breadth escape! 
among thc falls, and were saved on ly by all hands, preacher; 
and Jtber passcDcicrs, working with our n:ight. I hired a 
room in )Iontrcal and sent for my wife, and we botb pursneu, 
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with _orne eucce~s but many difficulties, Gur pastoral Iabor~. 

The society was small and poor, and I had to grapple with 
many embarrasslllents, but God supported me through them 
all." 

9. l\;,. "Inyder was going to the Ottawa to Serve the I~ngli"h
ppeaking inhabitants, with the hope, lIO :loubt, of finding 
,ceess occasionally to the French. Mr. ll"ng" we suspect 
, ornetimes visited that Circuit to ~ispense the ordinances, )1 r. 
Soydl:'l' ~ot being yet ordained; although we do not remember 

to have .• card him spoken of in that country. 

10. Mr. Madden, who appears in the Minutes fur Montreal, 
had labored the preceding leu on the Long Point C:rcuit,. 
The name of that eirc"it we find dropt from the Miuutes for 
the year of which wo are writiog (1807-8.) Thlt a8 three 
laborers were designated to the Niagara, it is morally certain 
that the first-mentioned Circuit was merged in this one for the 
preseot year, as it had sometimes been beftJre. But. as Mr. 
Bangs was withheld from Niagara and retllr~ed to Montreal, it. 
is highly probable that some young man was called out by 
the Presidiog Elder to labor as their Preacher on that Circuit 
with Messr@. Whitehead and Holmn,. 

11. As to the field of labor of Mr_ Madden, who gaye up his 
appointment at Montreal to ~fr. Bangs, we jearn f,'olll Mr. 
Langluis's ,-aillable j.JIlrnal, that he supplied Quebec in 1807 
instead of Mr. Coate, who appears in the ~Iinute, as appoillt. 
ed to that station. !llr. C., it will be remembered, was ill 
that city the latter part of the previous Conference.year. But 
Mr. Madden was probably seot there hecause he was ~ single 
man, and by consequence less burdensome to the functs of tho 
infant cause; and he released Mr. Coate t,) attend to gel",,-a] 
matters. Perhaps it was during this year that Coate made 
IUs irst visit to Englund. which took place at an early day, to 

II 
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s"licit subscription.s to assist in erecting (t eha!>"l ill the city 
of Montreal. In October of this year, (1807,) Mr. Langlois 
joined tho Quebec class under Mr. Madden's pastorate. tbe 
munber of members being then twelve. 

12. N"r:-<IAN rrOL~I:<S is a Del. name which appears for the 
first time ill the Minutes this year, among thoac "received on 
trial." TIP, was of Irish descDDt, hut born ill the State of New 
York. ~l,.ther converted and called iuto the work in the 
land of biM hirth, or Canada, e,en his children do not know; 
but, I'll' a good many reasons, we are inclined to think it was 
here, and ill the townsllip of Elizabethtown. For if we mis· 
take not, he wa. regarded ao a Canadian. inasmuch as be 

remained in tIle country during the war of 1812. 

l:l. lIe was nol large in person, but compact and Aprightly. 
He had been pretty well educated in the English and French 
languages. Though fener: t and lively, he was a "nug and 
orderly little preacher from the first, who seldom missed firc-. 
We I,card him spnken of with rapturc by the people both of 
the Ottawa and Augusta Circuits. He is relllembered by the 
\'cnerahlt' David WrigJ.t, at whose Dlother's house he used t<> 
lodge when he Iravelle.1 the Prince Edward Peninsula, as taste· 
ful anrl tidy in his person and dre>', with his boots well 
polished. lIe was very attentive to his t.orre, and loved to be 
well mounted. A more picturesque objee!. by t he way, we 
lllig!lt ubser"e, than one of these equestrian evangeli.!s of J~re 
is seldom Been. Quite as much so as a •• camlry man" flllly 
accoutred. Though collected and metbodieal, when excited. 
as an aiel class-leader, who was a great admirer of IIolmns. in· 
formed us, he was demonstrative and powerful. We .hall 
Ira,e more to say of his labors and character at a future time. 

14. B,sides the one just presented, several other names, 
DCW to Canada. appear on tbe list oE appointments. These 
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Wet. 3~ ... s Pattie, I. B. Smith, O. Hulburt, Samuel Ooch
ran, ~ld Levi Walhr, each of whom we must now present to 
our rt "ders. 

15. Of the early life of ELf AS PATTIE the first of the ahove 
mentioned five men, we have gleaned very little. Where be 
was born a"d brought up, and where converted, we know not. 
Also, as to whether he had travelled or not under the Presi
ding Elder, we are not informed. He was, however, received 
on triol b~' the Conference at its previous se,sion, (1807,) 
along with Isaac B. Smith, Ninhn Holmns, Wm. Snow, and 
C.phas Hulbert, name' which were afterwards more or less 
identified with Canadi"" Methodist history. We have barely 
learned from traditional sourCES, tbat he was large of stature; 
commanding in his personal appcorancp., dressing in breeches, 
stockings. and shoe huckles, which costume, with his graceful 
natural attitudes, Bet off his portly, symmetrical fi ,ure to great 
advantage; strong in lungs and voice, and although dignified, 

zealous and emotional. He was regarded by the simple peo
ple of those days as a very powerful preacher. An authentic 
incident will illustrate Ihis matter. An old Dutch brother 
being interrogated as to the character of a recent Camp Meet· 
ing from wl.ich he had lately returned, said. "It vas a poor, 
tet tull time, and DO ~oot was tone, till tat pig Petty come; 
but mit his pig fist, he did kill te Tuval so tet.s a nit, and 
tell te work proke out." The Methodists of that day were fond 
of the demonstrative. We know but little of Mr. B.'s first 

year's labors. 

16. The Rev. ISAAC B. SMITH was a man of mark in his 
time. He was received on trial with Pattie in lsC7. I think 
he was from the otber sid~ of the lines, but he afterwards 
married Mr. Ryan's daughter, and for many years became 
domicilea in the country. The writer .aw and heard him 
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several times in childhood, bllt cannot tell much ahout hin. 
from pe7sonal recollections. He was net very large, but com· 
pact, strong, and heavy. He early became hald. He had a 
strong, though dissonant voice. His was considered a mine! 

naturally logical, and his preacbing was consequently argu
mentative, approaching to controvcr8ial. The Canadians 

pronounced his sermons great, whether they understood them 

or not. 
l'T, He waR courageous. After his ordination he ventured 

to marry a couple within tbe Province boundaries, and was 

consequently prosecuted by tbe privileged class, who claimed 

the exclusive legal rigbt to celebrate matrimony. Unlike the 

ex~ellcnt but timid Sawyer, who for a time fled the country 

00 a similar charge being preferred against bim, Smith stood 

hi. ground, searcbed into the law on the suhject, plead his 

own cause, and despite the talents and legal lore of tb~ prose· 

cuting attorney, and the judge's brow bcatiD~, came off scot 
clear. In t,his he was more fortunate than his father in law, 

Mr. Ryan, who according to rcport, was banished for;' similar 

offellce, tbough afterwards made a suLjcct of the -Governor'. 
clemency for his known loyalty. 

lB. Smith was good as well a. great. The holy and zealoud 
George Fergusou, who was his colleague in IB1~, in his man

uscript journal calls him" 'fhat man of God, Isaac B. Smith." 

Durillg the year of which we write (180'1,) he and two otbers 
travelled the long and rambling Oswegotchie Circuit; but we 

ave nothing touclling this early part of his labors. 

19. Of CEPHAS HULBURT we have a meager account to 

!Sive. Not because he was not worthy, but because we have 

learned so little about him, Whence he came we know not; or 

wbat biB talents were. He must have been a man of a good 
moral ellaracter, for, froUl his reception on trial till bis volull

ory retirement or location in ISlO, Le seems to bave DabBeti 



nIS COTEMPORARIES. 149 

through his several degt'ees creditably, as he ditl. regularly. 
This year (1807) he was the colleag"e of Pickett and Smith 
on the Oswegotchie. Pickett. during his sojourn on this Cir
cuit. was very effective. both in pre"ching and dispensing tha 
ordinances. The old Oswegotchie Register. which has come 
into our hands, shows that he dedicated to God in baptism 
vast numbers of those who were afterwards among the most 
influential inhabitants of that part of the country. 

20. SAllt:EL COCHRAN had travelled three Circuits before 
becoming connected with the Upper Canada District: name
ly. Grand Isle, Vergennes, and Litchfield, in two of which he 
had held the 'charge.' This. to~ether with being placed in 
charge of the St. Lawrence Circuit for the year of which we 
write (1807.) proves. that though young, he was a reliable 
man. His present Circuit wa,. as we have seen, only construc
tively Canadian. it was on the south side of the river after 
which it was called. By the time we get him into Canada 
prope'r, we hope to have more to say of him, and that good 
and agreeable. 

21. The Canada appointment, which stood in conneetion 
with thc New England Conference. Stanstead, was served by 
a luborer whose name was among those new to Canada, name
ly, Levi Walker. He had been received on trial in the N. 
E. Conference at the time Case was received in the New York, 
(1805.) Beyond this, we at present know but little about him. 
(We have sincc learned. that he was only mediocre as a 
preacher.) He went the road which so many of' the early 
laborers were forced, from necessity, to go. He 10Citt.ed as early 
as 1811. having been in the work but six years. But we observe 
that while he continued in it, he had very good Circuits, on 
each of which he labored alone. There was a return of mem 
bers for his Circuit the previous year of 119; this year he 
ruturned 124. We have not gooe over the Minutes to Ree 
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whether, after locating, this brother ever returned to the itin
erancy or not. 

22. Dunham Circuit, connected with the Rhinebec District, 
New York Conference, we have seen, was supplied by our old 
friend, Gershorm Pearse, whose character we have favouraLly 
considered and whose history we have given. This is the last 
wc see of him on Canadian ground. This strong man, with a 
formidable name did not labor this year without fruit, but re
turned, afte~ ail losses, three hnndred and seven members, 
against two hundred and ninety one of the previous year. 
Farewell, excellent Gershcrm Pearse, till we meet in heaven I 

23. The Conference year of which we write, (1807-8,) closed 
early, for the ensuing Conference sat in New York as early 
in the season as April the 6th; but shert as the year had been, 
it was not altogethor barren of results. Irrespective of the 
two Circuits in the ea,tern townships of Lower Canada, 
which stood connected with districts in the States, there was 
a nett increase of one hundred and ten members, making the 
total two thousand six hundred and sixty. 

24. The country was about to lose, as it turned out, for. 
ever, at the Conference, one of its ablest. ministers, converted 
and trained in the Province, the large and dignified, tbe stn
dious and well-informed, the wise and laborious Natban Bangs_ 
It will show something of the inconveniences under which the 
preachers labored in that day, from the long journeys tbey 
had to take to and from the seat of Conference, and the- tardy 
manner of their accomplishment., and also the disadvantages 
to their work from their lono absence. 

25. "In the latter part of Jannary, 1808," says bis bio. 
graphcr, "he visited with his wife her father's bouse, in 
Edwardsbnrgh," (near the well known rapids on the St. Law
rence, called the Gallops) purchasing there a sleij(h for the 
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long journey: they soon afterwards started for the States." 
"We crossed," hewrites, .. the St. Lawrence at Ogdensburgh, 
tben an inconsiderable village, and arrived at my brother 
Joseph's on the 4th of March." Thus were two whole months 
consumed in going from Montreal, via Ogdensburgh, to Stam
ford, Delaware County, New York, a distance which could 
now be accomplished in as many days. Happily, no time was 
lost by those early preacheos, wherever they were, for they, 
truly .. went everywhere preaching the word," and they felt 
them.elve.s at home in every place. 

26. Mr. Bangs attended tLte New York Conference. As 
an elder he had a right to attend tbe General Conference, 
which was to be held on the day following in the city of Bal
timore. This be resolved on doing, and went in company 
with Aeveral other ministers. Let us see in what kind ofBtyfe 
they journeyed to those august assemLlies in those day •. 
" Four of us,'~ says he, "united, and hiring a two·horse wag_ 
gOD, travelled together ·as far as Dover, D,-\aware, where we 
left our horses in care of' Ex-Governor Bussett, one of the eatly 
converts to MetbodislD i~ that State." Thence he found some 
other means of conveyance to the Conference. 

27. He found Baltimore to exhibit Methodism in a state of 
strength and maturity in which he had never soon it before. 
Here he formed an acquaint>nce with the great lights of the 
connexioll, with whom he united iu framing the Constitution 
of the Church, and providing for a delegated General Confer_ 
ence; and among whom he was henceforth to take rank as 
one of the leading eonstmctive minds of this then gl"Owing and 
now immense religious body. "From the East were Hedding, 
Soule, Pickering, Ruter, and olher. j f,'om the New York 
Conference, Garrettson, Cooper, Crawford, Thatcher, Clarke, 
Oftrander: from the Philadelphia Conference, Ware, E"erett, 
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Cilandler, McCluskey, Brehm, Bishop, Badd, Bnrtine i from 
the Baltimore Conference, Reed, Hilt, Sargent, Rozell, Smith, 
Geor~e, Wells, Gruber, Ryland, Shinn, Roberts; from the 
Virginia Confer~nce, Bruce, Lee, Mead; from Soutb Carolina, 
Randall, Prebus, Mills; and froill tbe Old Western Confer· 
enee, McKendrie, Lakin, Blackman." 

28. As to Bangs' preacbing.talents at tbat time, the Rev. 
Dr. Luckey says: "His mind was evidently accustollled to 
elaborate t~ougbt, His mode of preaching was scarcely known 
.lUong the Methodist Preachers before his day, and was, in the 
estimation of his best Le:>rers, an indication of that orig:nality 
and independence of mind, which in a young man promises 
distinctiolt. And there was a sometbing about him, a moral 
and mental superiority, whinh impressed all observers, Ibat be 
was a prince and a great man in ISl'ael/' If the aut:lor is 
permitted to carry down this work sixteen years later, he will 
then inform the reader Low Bangs' preaching impressed his 
)wn mind nnder his newly·awakened interest in reli,; ".Lt 
which time it was bis privilege to hear him twi"~ . 

• ~!). He was appointed for tbe ellsliing y"ar to tbe Delaware 
Circuit among bis friends. As he will often roll in II i I' the 
Current of our story, he continuing the life-long fr.,nd of 
Caoada; and as we are very loath (0 part company with him, 
we will not take our final leave of bim till lile cud of L'Ur work. 

30. The year which closes with this p.rt of l\Iethodisrn 
,was charucterized by the establishment of tile second weekly 
paper publisLed in Montreal, the Canu<lian CouTw,I, in tbe 
office of which there wa:; a young ruan learning lhe plintinga 
business, who was to become very pious; (0 lllan'y and s~,tJe 
in the Upper Province. to keep .' a lodging-place fur waylnl' 

ing men," to become a very useful leader and local preacher. 
and then, somewhat late in life, to euter tlle itiL,crant minis 
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try. This then yontbfnl person was no other than the now 
(1866) reverend and venerable Stephen lIfiles. There were 
then but two weekly papers puLlished in the Upper Provincr, 
and we opine but for tll~ books carried in tbe Methodist Preach
ers' saddle-bags, nnd scattered by them thr0ugh the country, 
the reading matter among the people woulil have been small 
indeed j but the Methodist people of that day, and for two de
cades afterward., in proportion to their number and means,' 
bought vastly more and better books than they do now. Our 
81amlard works, as far as then published, were nearly in every 
family. Both people and preachers are to hlame for the 
falling off. May there be, in this respect. a return to the 
.. old paths." 
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CASE'S SECOND TER~f IN THE CANADA FIELD, AN)) WHAT 

HAPPENED DURING THAT PERIOD. 

1. Although the Canadian Provinces lost their Bangs at 
the close of the preceding period, they regained their Case at 
the beginning of this one, which commenced in 1808. 

2. 'Ihe Stations for that year were as follow:-

LOWER CANADA DISTRICT. 

SAMUEL COATE, Presiding Elder. 
Q'tebec, Samuel Cocbran . 
.J[on;real, Thomas lIIadtlen. 
Ottawa, \Villiam Snyder. 

UPPER CANADA DISTRICT. 

JOSEPH SAWYER, Presiding Elder. 
Cornwall, William Snow. 
St. Lawrence, Chandly Lambert, 
Augusta, Daniel Pickett, John Reynolds. 
Bay' f Quint_, "Ninian Halmn., Cephas Hulburt. 
Smith's Creek, Elias Pattie. 
Yonge Sire-t, Rlbert Perry. 
Niagara, Henry Ryan, J. B. Smith. 
Anentcr, William Case. 
Long Point, Thomas \Vhitehead. 

l'LACES IN LOWER CANADA CONNECTED WITH DISTRICTS 

IN THE STATES. 

Dunham, (Ashgrove District) Oliver Sikes. 
Stanstead, (New London District, New England Conference) 

Charles Virgin. 
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3. III these stations we llli~E nuother one, besides n.n:;s, of 
tho~e who were 1\1r. Case's fellow·laborers while in Canada the 
lirst time, who has left for the United States, and is to return 
to the Pwvince no more-,Jalllely, Luther Bishop. He re
mained during the year that Mr. Case was out, nnd being ad
mitted to Elders' Orders at the Conference of 1807, he was 
placed in charge of the best Circuit in the District, the Bay of 
Quintc. " The great and the small are there." 'I'his uuder
sized man has the gigantic Pattie for his assistant. The yea; 
nfwhich we are writing, (1S0S,) he received an appointment to 
the Black River Circuit, where he was second preMhe/,. The 
second year, he is first in that same CircuiL. Thp. next year, 
(1S10,) falling within the boundaries of the newly-organized 
Genesee Conference, he is in charge of Westmoreland, " 
six·weeks Circuit, with two Elders under him. Ali of these 
appointments show that he was a rising man. In lS11 hc is 
in charge of Herkimer Circuit, where he stays a second ycar 
in the same position. In 1812, he is in charge of Mexico 
Circuit, This is his last appointment, for at the closc of n:is 
Conference-year, namely in IS14, he located, having travelled 
ele .. en years, a long period for tbat day. Why he left t.he 
active work, or whether or not he ever returned, we know 
not. We suspect he did not enter the itineracy again. Dur
ing part of the time be labored on Circuits in the States. he 
had an old Caoadian acquaintance Ibr his Presiding Elder ill 
the person of our principal subject, Rev. Will. Case, as we 
shall see. For the present we must leave him. 

4. Quebec, foundedjusL two hundred years before, (in J (l08,) 
is placed at the head of the Canadian work tbis year, (1808,) 
aod is supplied by Samuel Cochran. From this appointr.'cnt, 
as well as from his after-ones, it seems he was no ,"can man. 
At the preseot we havc no particular.; concerning hi;; labors 
there; bot we find from t:,e Minutes, those invaluable records, 
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that the number of members in tbe infant charge went up 
during his pastorate from thirteen to thirtyjive, an iMrease of 
twenty-two. ~lr. Langlois does not mention :lIr. Oochran's 
name, but mentions two important facts whieh belong to this 
period, and which, beside being interesting in themselves, in
dicate an upward tendency. Band-meetings, which many 
have found to be very profitable, were now established; and 
Mr. Llnglois himself hegan the study of the Engli.h lau
guage, that he might pray and labor for the good of otbers in 
that, as well as the French, which was his vernacular tongue. 

In the old Oswegotchie Circuit Baptismal Register, which 
is in oui: possession, we find the following entry, which will 
show the whereah.)uts of the parties named, at tbe dates given; 
and the estimate iu which M,·. Cochran was held by his Pre
siding Elder, who called his infant son hy the young preacher's 
name: "Samuel Cochran, son of Samuel and Ann Coate, born 
in Edwardsburgh, January 29tb, 1808, and baptised by the 
Rev. Joseph Sawyer, ~larch 13th, 1808." Thus the Upper 
Canada Chairman dedicates the child of his Lower Canada 
co-equal, while on a visit to his father-in-law, Mr. Dulmage. 

5. Although MR. MADDEN was debarred from Montreal the 
previous year, he is sent to that important station the present 
one (1:'08-9.) His numbers went up from sixteen to twenty
.·i9"t. Furtber than this, we have no account of his lahors 
or condition. We suspect that a part of his time was employ
ed in assisting Snyder on the Ottawa. 

6. A name new to the Province appears in connexion with· 
the Ccrnwall Circuit, namely, WILLIA~1 SNOW. Twt'ntY-Bix 
years after, the writer travelled over tbe same ground, and 
found Water"l remembrances among the older people, of his 
tender spirit, diligent labor., and of bis anKieties connooted 
Wilh the government of the infant s'lcicties, at a period when, if 
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tbere wns more slmplicity, tbere was less of dignified avoid
ance of cbildisb squabbles. And the writer met a person in 
the township of Edwardsburgh, whom Mr. Snow had the 
painful necessity of dismembering from the Church. This 
person's family, after a quarter of a century of alienation, we 
received into fellowship again, and visited them pastorally from 
time to time. His pre.ehing place in that township was Squire 
MacIlmoil's; many of whose decendants are tbe earnest adher
ents of Metbodi"m now. Mr. James Froom was the friend of 
Mr. Snow, as he was of all the ministers to the day of his 
death. 

7. Snow's preacbing, like tbat of all who depend on tbe 
iospiration of the moment, was variable. We be~rd of bis 
preaching at two Camp-Meetings. Eldcr C~se told the btory 
of the first. Snow had a very bard time on this occasion. At 
the conclusion he said: "Brethren, I bave done, and I am 
glad of it!" At tbe other, he went to the extreme of success 
in his effort. The meeting was held not far from Hollowell, 
(now Pictor,) and Snow attended it on his way in from the 
States. He preacned from the text, "This Gospel of' the 
kingdom must be preachei in all the world for a witness unto 
all nations, and then shall the end come." The Lord gave 
his young servant great enlargement of heart and liberty of 
speech, and much po Vel' attended the word. There was 
weeping among tbe uncoIlverted, and rejoicing among the right
Pouus. The Rev. Robert Perry, wbo WdS very demonstrative, 
not withuut a dash of irreverence, WaS there, and sympathised 
vLry strongly witb the youthful preacher's theme and manner 
of handling it. When Perry could contain no longer, he 
bu",t forth with, ., Glory to God, for Snow in summer 1" He 
had labored on the Delaware Circuit a year before coming to 
thi. eountry. 
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8. Tl.e tittle incident above mentioncd has lingered in tna 
writer's memory many years. It was related to bim about 
midway between the time of ie, occurrence and the present 
time, in the wilds of lIIarmora, by the pious wife of .. Old 
George Cain," he who was made tbe instrument of a great 
revival of religion in tbe Bay of Q!linte country, of which 
we bave yet to speak. 

9. The Cornwall was organizf d as a Circuit. separate from 
the Oswegotchie. (which benceforth till our own day has been 
called Augusta.) this year of which we write (1808.) The 
membership of the latter at the close of the year was forty 
Bou!s.--V{ehave one other new name to notice in the "Upper 
Canada District," although his Circuit. tbe St. Lawrence. is 
on tbe wrong sidc of the river from whicb it derived its name i 
bu t as he served another year in a part of the District which 
fell witbin Canada proper. we must not overlook his advent in 
tbe District. He bas a mu,ical, formidable name.-it is 
Ch.ndly Lambert i and I suspect we have stumbled upon a 
real man. The Rev. Dr. Peck says of bim tbree years later, at 
the organizing of the Genesee Conference, in his enumeration 
of its wortbies: " Chandly Lambert was there, a soldier of 
tbe Cross, famous for "rder and Methow.tical things i wbo 
was so strict and stood so .traightly while administering dis
cipline, that the enemies of strictness said, tauntingly. be leaned 
over backwards." Hc was only reccived on trial at tbe pre
vious Conference, though put in charge of a Circuit. Neverthe
Ilcss, his charge prospered, for be increased bis membership by 
a third. We will pay our respects to him again. . 

10. We have yet another new name. He is the assistant 
of Mr. Pickett on thc Augusta Circuit. No foreign importa
tion is he, but a native·bom Canadian, from tbe township of 
Oxford. in the county of that name, if we mistake not. Ho 
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was in person trim, sprightly, sharp-featured, and dark com
plexioned; had received a fair education for the day and 
couutry; was a slow spoken preacher at the beginning of his 
discourse, feeling his way along, but who often became very 
animated, if not eloquent, before its close, producing often a 
very good impression, to which a musical, undulating, boom
ing sort of voice contributed. If we remember aright he was 
a good singer also, with that same sort of quaver in his voice, 
with still more effect than in speaking. This was no other 
than he who was. afterwards known as .. Bishop Reynolds," 
wbo beaded one of the largest disruptions from the original 
and central Methodist body that ever occurred in the Pro
vince. But mor6 of him and his adherents in the proper 
place. Till thcu we must know him simply as the Rev. John 
Reynolds. 

11. Mr. Case, we have seen, was this year, (1808-9,) ap
pointed again to Canada, and stationed in thc Ancaster 
Circllit, a field of labor dismembered from the old Niagara 
Circuit, and to comprehend, no doubt, the new settlemont" ad
jacent. The older part of it embraced the couutry about the 
head of the lake, known as "Methodist Mountain," one of 
the most in\"iting portions of the Province physicaJ:y anJ ra
Iigiously.--" Bowman's Chapel was the head of the Circuit, 
Hituated seven miles south-west from the present CityofHamil. 
tall. It was namen after Peter Bowman, near whose residence it 
was erected; he was the first Recording Steward; his house was, 
the principal home for preachers during his lifetime and that 
of his partner, and is still, through the hospitality of their only 
cbild. Seldom· do we find an instance like this, of preachers, 
for the long period of sixty-five yeare, making the same spot 
their resting-place and transient home. The settlement was 
commenced in 1793, and was principally compos~d of the U. 
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E. Loyalists, mostly of Dutch descent, from the Mohawk 
Valley, in the St.lle of' Ncw York, and from.New Jersey. The 
firbt elass wa, formed in 179G, by the Rev .• Tames Coleman. 
The first 11othoJist was Ann Smith, wife of John (Buttryn) 
Smith: .he wa.; converted in t:,e United States tbrough the 
inS'trumentality of the Rev. Jacob Abbot. The other members 
of the cLss were Pater s,}wmao and wife, ,lacoh Smith and 
wife, Joseph House alld wife, E,lmnnd Smith aod wife, Isaac 
Horning and wife, Abraham Horning and wife, and Duncan 
Spears, who was leader for a sbort time, but was succeede.! by 
Jacob S!nith, who retained the office till his deatb--the long 
period of forty years: he was remarkahly faithful and suc
cessful; but the only eulogium that need be pronounced, is 
the length and success of bis oversight, and the conversion of 
his very numerous family. and his children's children, who at 
this day form, probably, a maj ority of the ~ociety, besides 
Borne who are members of other classes. Peter Bowman was 
a man of strong mind-energetic and industrious-devoted to 
God,-inflexible in hi, attachment to ~Iethodism,-he acquired 
a very handsome property in tbe ueighborhood. One opinion 
ooly have we heard expressed of JIrs. Bowman,-that she had 
a very superior iutell"ct, was deeply pious-a shouting ~Ietho
dist of the old school.--·' It is rather a singular fact, that 
some of the most promi"e"t and devoted, the most exemplary 
and holy of the fi"t lIIetboclists at the head of Lake 
Ontario, belonged, durin::; the American revolution, to that 
military corps called Butler's Rangers, a name not very 
palatable to our American cousins, being to them a synonym 
of all that is cruel, vindictive, and blood thirsty; but on the 
other hand, all tbat b loyal, courageous, and heroic in 
battle and stratagem. Some ratber anmsing incidents are 
still related of American Preachers, and even of others, 
who have been interrupted in their evening talps of the 
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",nguinnfY cruelties, ~nd tbe cold blooded butcheries of the 
Rangers, by the l, ply, 'I was one of them,' or as we lately 
heard, 'My father was one of Butler's Rangers,' aUlI wben 
these relations were tiatly denied, we may gue,s the uneasy 
slumbers of the preacher.--u The next society.in regard 
to date, formed on the Ancaster Circuit, was that in the 
Township of Barton, on the site of the present City of 
Hamilton. Richard Sprin,ger, one of the old U. E. Loyalists, 
moved there in 1798. He had previouoly resided at the 
}'our Mile Creek, where he ha~ been converted and nnited 
with the Church. He was the first Class Leader, and the 
chapel was erected On his farm in 1825. It still remains, 
having passed through a thorongh rep. iring a few ye:,r. 
ago. The original members of his CL1SS, \)r those who 
became connected with it shortly after its formation, were, 
Sarah Sprin<!;er, his wife; John AlkOlan, Hannah Aikrn.n
the only rebident survivol' of the class--John and Sarah 
Springer, Margaret Spri~ger, mother of the Leader; Peter all'1 
Florencc Fergnson,Hezi.h Lockwood, 8tillliving near London; 
Charles and Lena Dupuy, Peter Jones, uncle to the late Rev. 
Peter Jones; George Rtewurt, 8en.; George Stewart,jun. j Ann 
Stewart, Caleb Fursyth, and Nathaniel Hughson. Richard 
Springer \, repre"ented as bcin" a holy and devout man, popu
lar and succ~ssful as a Leader-one of a small knot of zealous 
men, such as Peter Bowslaugh and S. Cline, two Local Prcach· 
ers,-could preach better in Dutch than in English. ,Vhen, 
advanced in life, they attended every Qnarterly Meeting at 
all accessible. All were sinoere and emotional. At a crowd 
ed Love-feast, such as they had in those days, Brother Springer 
is forced to take a seat in one of those ohl fashioned capacious 
pnlpits, and commences the rebtion of his christian experi
IInce with .• Blells the Lord. I never was so hi~h in tbe Cburcb 
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before: A little dist.nce from him Brother Bowslilugh soon 
follows by exclaimillg, 'I tank Got, that Got is Got, and tb"t 
I am Peter :Dowslaugh,' -a glorious idea quaintly expressed." 
-(Rev. J. Hugltes.) 

12. His \ Case's) return to Canada was the result of his own 
voluntary offer, having felt his health and spirits so completely 
renovated by bis travels in the Catskill Mountains j and be 
certaiwly needed such an invigorator to encounter the difficnl
ties that attend·ed his journey back. They are thus na''rated 
by himself: .. On my arrival at Black Rock, the embargo pro· 
hibited the transport of property across the line. At first I 
was perpltxed and knew not what to do. So I went to the 
hay-loft and fell on my face in prJyer. I asked the Lord, as 
I was engaged in his work, to open my way to fulfil my mis
sion in Canada. Having committed all to God, I returned to 
my lodgin:;s at tbe inn, where a stranger smilingly said: -' I 
sbonld Dot wonder if the Missiunary "hould jump into the 
boat, take bis horse by the bridle, and s\Vim round the embargo.' 
I did so, Swam the Niagara River, and landed safely in Oanada." 
We are not to understand from the last obscure sentence that 
lIIr. Case swam the river in person, or even in the saddle, but 
that he was driven to the necessity of making his poor horse 
swim it a:ter the boat. 

13. We are sorry that fuller information thau we are about 
to give, which we fully expected to havp., bas not come to han~d, 
relative to his labors this year. It will, perhaps, arrive and 
become available in anolher part of the book. But we have 
reason to believe that he labored with his usual assiduity, ac
ceptability, and success. The country on the lake shore, 
from Flamboro' to York Township, was called the "New Pnr
chase," from its having been recently bough~ by the Govern
ment from the Indiao., excepting a small "reservation" at 
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the ~Ilouth of the Credit River and along its two sides. l'here 
were, probably, a few scattered settlers and two or three 
preaching places in thi" tract in 1808, but the Dundas Road 
was not yet opened, and the only thoroughfare from An
caster to York was the bench,-the traveller having to ferry 
the Credit and ford the Humber, Mi,nico, and Sixteen. Once 
pursuing his way along the lake shore, he met at a narrow 
pass a solitary wayfarer, stopped him, and spokc to him of 
salvation till he began to weep, then he proposed prayer, 
alighted from his horse, and wrestled in carnest. intercession in 
his bel.alf till God, in his mercy, sel his saul at liberty. The 
tlVO embraced each other and went on their opposite ways re· 
joicing, to meet no more, so far as we know, till they met in 
heaven. He returned at the end of the year three hundred 
members, a large proportion of whom must have been gathered 
in hy himself. Our addition~1 informatiou has arrived, but 
it oniy amounts to this-that the Circuit included the Town· 
ships of Ancaster, Beverly, Flamboro' gastand \\'cst, Nelson, 
Trafalgar, and perhaps Toronto and Barton, as far as sur
veycd; that Case hod no assistant i and the leadi"g layman 
of that day on the Circuit were Henry and Conrad Cope, 
.(Copctowo,) Peter Bowman, Jacob Smith, and Abraham 
Horning, (Ancaster.) We are indebted to the venerable Isaan 
VanNorman £',r the abovc. 

14. Before dismissing Mr. Case and the Aneaster Circuit, 
we cannot forbear remarking that there were several things 
c~nnected with it adapted to create the germ of that sympathy 
for the ahoriginal inhabitants of the country, and desire for 
tbeir salvation, which in .ftar years became his· ruling passion 
-a passion which led him to adopt those measurcS for their 
conver-ion and improvell"lDt that constituted the one great 
business of t.he last tbirty )lea .• of his life. The matters re-
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ferred to relating to the Indmns connected with his Circuit, 
weI e tho squalid wretcbedness of the poor Mississaugas about 
Lhe mouLh of the Credit, along the la1<c s~lOre, and arouud 
Burlington B3Y, their usual haunts; tbe vast extent of the 
Indian country occupied by the .< Six N .tions," which oon
stitnted the western boundary or barrier of his Circuit, and 
tbe relics (of touching interest) of aboriginal numbers and 
warlike pl'owes whICh marked the centre of his field of lahor. 
These btter are thus described by a brother itinerant, (Rev. 
Dr. Reed) who came iuto the country a few years later, and 
rode ave, the ground in company with 1I1r. Case himself. 

15 .• < At the head of Lake Ontario is a considerable body 
of Wel(OI'. separated from the lake by a sandy beach ahont five 
miles in length, and from eighty to one hundred yards in 
width. The water thus separated from the lake is eallcd Bur. 
lington Bay, at the upper end of which now stands tLe City 
of H.milton. The outlet of the bay into the lake is near the 
north cnd of the beach, and is celebrated as a famous fishiDg
p'ace. The Indians have soma curious traditions cODcerniDg 
this particnlar regioD, to which I will preseDtly refer. I 
noticed in passing over this beach siDgular excavatioDs at 
re~ular intervals about mid way between the lake aDd the bay. 
Tbey werc about twenty or thirty rods apart, originally of a 
square form, and measuring from ten to fifteen yards on a 
,ide. They were evident:y artificial, anJ of a very aDcient 
date, as in some instances old trecs were growing within them, 
and the Indians had no traditioD of their origin or design. I 
judge tbat tbey must have been inteDded for military use. At 
the north end of tbe beach, on the main' land, beautifully situ
ated near the lake shore, was the elegant residence of Colonel 
Grandt, SOD of the old chi~f of revolutionary celebrity. [Tho 
, uld chief' himself was alive in CJse's time.] The Colonel 
was an edueatQd and well bred ::;entleman, aDd with hiB famil, 
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associated with the higher classes of society. [AmI this was 
Irun of the father, who was educated in Engiand as well as tbe 
son.] In tbis immediate vicinity the soil was mingled wit.b 
vast quantities of human bones, stone", arrow· bead., batchets, 
&c., tile weapons of ancient Indiau warfare. In sight of 
the mansion, and in plain view of the road, was a large mound 
of earth filled with human bones. One or two others stood 
near but had been demolished. In several instances I was in
formed, stone' hatchets and arrow heads were found firmly fixed 
in skulls, plainly indicating that the victims had fallen in Rome 
hostile encounter. 

16. "The Iudian tradition respecting these bones is as 
follows :-' The Chippeways once had undivided possession of 
this region of country, and for many years enjoyed the 
monopoly of its fine hunting grounds and fisl-ing.places. 
The lI10hawks on the east of the lakes, in what is now West
ern New York, Ilad long coveted this territory, and finally 
resolved upon an atteOlpt to conquer it and dispossess its 
rightful owners. Accordingly they crossed the Niagara 
River, marcbed up the lake to the bay, fought their way across 
the beach, and on the main land, where now lay thc bones of 
slaughtered thonsand" fought It long, terrible, and final bat
tle.' The Mohawks say they defeated and scattered the 
Chippeways; but the Chippeways, and, among the rest, tho 
l~ev. John Snnday, a chief of that nation, say that they suc· 
cessfully repelled the Mohawk invasion. And this version is 
supported by their keeping posses,iou of the grounds-the 
Mohawks of tbe Grand River being deported to this 
cotlntry by the British Government at t~e close of the 
Revolutionary War, and no.t originally indigenous to the soil." 

17. We now turn to Mr. Case's co-adjutors, and must devote 
n few lines to the brethren who labored on the two Circuits in 
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the Eastern Townsbip~, although neither of them will cross our 
path after this year. They were both new names to tile 
Province. Of the Dunham preacher's labors during tb~ 
year we know nothing; but, from tbe cbaracter given of bim 
in the Minutes, no doubt they were faithful and b~neficial. 
As his Conference Obituary i. short, we subjoin it, tbat our 
Canada readers may see tbe career and end of anotber of our 
early evangelists. 

] 8. "Who have died this year?" (1852-3.) "A3B.
REV. OLIVER SIKES, wbu was born io Suffield, Con., 1778. 
He died in Stratford, in the samo State, February 11, 1853. 
In his twenty.second year he received the forgiveness of bis 
sins. In 1806," (then twenty.t'ight years of age,) "he was 
received on trial in the New York Conference. In 1810, be 
became superannuated, and most of the time continued in 
this relation till the close of life. lIe wos diligent in bis 
Master's business to tbe extent of his ability. He was a 
good man, and full of faith and of the Holy Ghost. He was 
a good preacher, aBd served his God and his generation with 
great fidelity. His last .ieknESs wab severe and protracted; 
he, however, suffered patiently. With an unclouded ~r08pect 
hefure him, he tuok his departure for the rest which remaineth 
for the poople of God. Brother Sikes was n~ver married. 
His property, about $3,500. he bequeathed to the Missio.nary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal CllUrch. for the benefit of 
tbe China Mission. ' The memory of thp just is ble.sed I' " 
We ob,",,}e concerning him, that he wa~ one of those bacbe· 
lor preachers wbo constituted the majo·tty of ilinerants in tbe 
early history of both European ao<1 American i\Ietbodism. 
He finished his effective labors in (Janada East, lIe gave his 
property at death to tbat work to which he bad given his life, 
and he died within the bounds of 'lae New York East Confer· 
ence. Such was O,iver Sikes. 
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19. CH'\RLE~ VIRGIN, tbe n,inister 011 thc Stnnstead Oir
cuit for this year, (1808-9,) .tooll in connection with the New 

England Conference, within the bounds of wl1ich he contin
ued to labor-rising, like many others who .pent tI,eir noviti
ate in Canada, to the office of Pre,iding Elder-and died in 
the work. We snbjoin tbe Obitnary of the Minutes:-

20 .• , Tbe Rev. Charles Virgin departed tbis life at Wil
braham, April 1. 1853. He was born in Hopkinton, N. H., 
May 8, 1787." (He was nine years yonnger than Sikes.) 
" At the .ge of twelve years be was converted to God, and 
eight yeal's after "-at the age of twenty-" he joined the 
New England Conference, held at Boston, June, 1807. Dur
ing the time he Bustaineu an effective relation, besides bis 
several circuit appointments, he served tbe Church in the 
office of Presiding Elder - in two Di,tricts, the Boston and 
the Kennebec. He was also a member botb of the General 
Conference of 1816, held in Baltimore, and tbe one held in 
Cincinnati in 1836. '{'hough enjoying but limited advantages 
in his youth, by his diligence and zeal his minbtry was rcn
dered both acceptable and useful. His character was marked 
by uprightness and deciRion. He was ~ineerely attached to 
Ihe canse of the slave, and faitbful in the discharge of his 
persona: ilnd fOcial duties as a Chri,tian. He was given to 
much pm)'er, and though at times subject to great depression 
of spirits, he frequently seemed overpowered by Lis religious 
emotions. On those occasions he exhorted and invited sinners 
to seek the Saviour witb deep pathos and affection. His lasl 
.ppointment was Mellson. Since his superannuation be re
lided at Wilbraham, Mass. Though feeble for years, bis last 
Bickness continued but four days. His final hours were boure 
of triumph. While he could yet speak, he bore testimony to 
the pO'Ner Bnd comfort of religion_ Among his last expr<A-
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sions he said, • 1J e hlld great communications of grace nnd love 
from bis Heavenly Father.' He Bleep" in Jesus." A t'irgi" 
Eoul was be indeed. 

21. Thns have we given such details of this first :year ot 
Cose'. second period of sojourn in Canada, a. have come down 
to our times. The incrc'a~e for the year, (1808-9,) including 
t.he St. Lawf€llce Circuit, ano le<Jviog' out Dunl,:qn and Stan
"tead, which were comprellended in other Di.tricts, was 280 
lUcrnLers, makin~ the total membership fOI the two Cana.u 
Districts, two thousuud five"" "dred und forl.'l soul •. 

Z2. The pcriod con'preheuued in this lflFTH BOOK in· 
c1ude. one lUore Coniercnce-) ear, of wbicb we hope to give 
fuller particul"", from some of the actors in I he sceoe., than 
of the last. 

23. The R,,", William C"se, our principal subject, bad DO" 

tra\'elleu four years, at the enu of wl-:eh period, a r"''''cbef 

against WhO~l no objection could be ic)und, was entitled to 
Elders' Orders; but Mr. Caseh"d received that orui"otion tbe 
year before, at the er,d of tIme .'Iears ill the ministry, one year 
in advance of the same graduating cia,s with himself; a jJrout 
of the confiuence reposed in Hm by the au h'n-ities of the 
Connexion, and of t.lle €x;gel!"'.' of the work which required 
it. "'hether he went to the Conference at the end of tbe 
Far of which we I,ave been writing, and wbich sat in the city 
of New lork, May !ltl', 1809, or not, does not appear_ We 
suspect be saved the expense of time and money to tbe Cburch, 
and of toil and tra'Vel to himself, from what hereafter appeara 

24. The Stations for 1809--10, were as follow :_ 
LOWER CANADA DISTRICT. 

SAMUEL COATE, Presiding Elder. 
Qu, bee, Geor~e McCracken. 
'l'/,ree J-~iV08, Joseph Samson. 
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Montreal, Joseph Scull. 
Oltaun, Thomas Madden. 

UPPER CANADA DrSTRIC1'. 

J OSEPH SAWYER, Presiding EId .... 
Cornwall, Elias Pattie. 
St. Lawrence, William Snow. 
Augusta, Ninian Holmes. 
Bay oj Quinte, Chandly Lambel·t, Joseph L')ckwood. 
,smith's Creek, Cephas Hulburt. 
Yonge Street, John Reynolds. 
Niagara, Henry Byan, Robert Perry . 
.Ancostcr, Andrew Prindle. 
Long Point, 'l'homas Whitehead. 

EARTEItN TOWNSHIPS. 

lr.!! 

])un}"Qm, (New York Oonference), Lansford Whiting. 
Stanstead, (New England Conference), Equire Streeter. 

25. The Circuits in the two Canadian D;stricls arc enullle· 
mted in true geographical order, beginning with the mosl 
eastern station and proceeding westward comecutil'l'ly; that 
is, from -Quebec to Detroit. Three Rive}', nnd D,'lr~it ar< 
now for the first time in the list of Stations, Of the first, 
Mr. Playter says in his usually just and elegant manner :-"At 
the mouth of the Hiver St. Lawrence, about half way betlcccn 
Montreal and Quebec, is a t0wn called Three Hiver>. J t OWt'i 

the name to the position or two small islands in tIl('. mouth (11 
the St. lIIaurice, giving the stream isslting into tl,o St. Law· 
renee the appearance of three rivers. It is ono of the oldest 
places in Canada, and once possessed a great share of the fur 
trade. Seven or eight miles up the river is a great bed of iror 
-ore, and iron forges, which did a great work in supplying th. 
~arly settlers with pots, kettles, and stoves. The forges weft 
at work long before the conquest of Canada by the British 
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Although the bulk of the people were French atld Romnn 
Catholics, yet, owing to the iron ore, Illany Engli.hmcn were 
employed in making models and castings. For tbe 'piritual 
benefit of these peroons," (and doubtle!s with some hnpe of 
reaching the French). .. Three Rivers was added to tbe lis' 
of Circuits, and Joseph Samson WJS the first Methodist 
preacher," of whom more "lion. 

26. MR. PLAYTER puts Detroit among the exceptional 
Circuits, as not being properly in Canada. Bnt it was not 
a case analogous to the St. Lawrence Circuit, which lay 
wholly on tbe American side of tbe river of the same name, 
but it was more like tbe old Oswegotchie Cirenit, which was 
named from a place io the State of New York, but which lay 
wholly in Canada. It is true, it was the intention of the 
Bishop appointing, to make Detroit tho bona fide head of 
the Circuit, which ",as to comprise botb ,ides (,f the river, but 
it will be seen that Ie .. was done there than on the Canada 
side. where the principal part of the Circuit lay, and where 
ruost of tl,e success was realized. But we t urn from the Cir
cuits to the laborers. 

27. We miss IsAAC B. SMITH from the list of Canada 
Stations, who is appointed to the Albany Circuit in the State 
of :Sew York, as the junior colleague of an old Canadian 
aC'Iuaintanee of bis and the renders, the excellent Nathao 
Bangs. 

28. SAMUEL COCHRAN, too, has gone, and is stationed out 
of the cuuntry. at Whitingham, N. Y., never 10 return to 
Canada again. In parting company with him we have grfat 
pleasure in transcribing the following Conference obituary, 
which has lately came to hand. "Samuel Cochran was bom 
August 31st, 1778. in Halifax, Vt. He was com'erted to 
God in 1800. In 1802 he commenced holding meetings /0, 
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exbortation and prayer, and without solicitations on his part, 
received a license to exhort. and subs.qucntly one to preach. 
In Nov; 1803. he Was employed by the Presiding Elder to 
labor on Fletch"r Circuit. At the ensuing Conference, held 
June 12, 1804. he ,,"os received on trial and appointed to 
Grand Isle. Brother Cochran filled successively the follow
ing appointments, viz.: Vergenne!', Litchfield, St. Lawrence, 
Quebec. Whitingham, Pittsfield, Pawn ell, New York, Goshen, 
Dut.chess, (three times) Suffolk, Jamaica, Reading, Hudson, 
New Rochelle, Stamford. Amenia, New YOlk, (last Circuit.) 
Milan and Amenia." [They forgot to say that be was Pre
siding Elder two years on the famous Rhinebeck District, 
adding another one to the list of early Canadian laborers who 
became eminent.l .. He performed thirty·eight years effec· 
tive service. In 1841-2, he held the relation of supernume. 
rary, and w"' connect.ed with the First Church in Pough· 
keepsie. In 1843 and 1844 he was returned as Superannua. 
ted until the spring of 1845, when he finished his earthly 
career, durin~ tbe session of the New York Conference. 
Brother C. was truly a man of God. In labors he was 
abundant ~nd successful. Many, through his instrumentality, 
"ere converted. Though firm. he was mild in the adminis
tration of diEcipline; and the blessing of the Peace ~Iaker 
rested upon him. Brother Cochran was literally worn out in 
his Master's service. yet he might have lingered a while among 
us. bad not his progress to the tomb been accelerated hy 
several paralytic strokes. His death. tbougb not unexpected. 
was sudden. Having left the dinner table and seated I:imself 
in an adjoining room. his wife heard a noise, and hastening to 
ascertain the cause, found him prostrated on tbe fioor. His 
hour bad come-he spoke no more, but closed his eyes and 
expired. During his sickness his mind bad been calm and 
peaceful." Such was the end of Samuel Vochran. 
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29. We likewise miss poor William Snyder's name. TIe 
had discontinued travelling. Two reasons might be assigned 
for this :-First, he failed among the French, on whose can
verbion his h',art was sct, and t.a which work he had been 
specially designated; and his talents were not quite equal to 
the English work. Sec(,ndly, he began to give evidence of 
that aberration of mind, which issueu in confirmeu derange· 
ment. His want of success in his chosen work may have 
contributed to his malady. nut he was never otl,erwise than 
blameless and pious. His ruling passion appeared in all his 
mental wanderings. IIis relatives and acquaintances in the 
Matilda Country assured the writer, that after he became a 
confirmed lunatic he used to take his French Bible in his 
hand, and wait in the coldest days in winter for th~ appear
ance of the brigades of traineaux, loaded with merchandize 
from ~Iontre"l for the western part of the Upper Province, 
driven by ]'rench Canadians, and when he ruet them followed 
them for milcs, preaching and enforcing religion as well as 
his shattered faculties would allow. Such was his character 
and conduct till God in mercy took him from the evil to 
come, to enjoy, with an unclouded intellect, the glories of his 
celestial presence. 11". Jacob Ault, of Matilda, a truly pious 
and hospitable woman, whose hushand was a class-lender 
when the writer labored on the Matilda Circuit, in 1834, w~s 
a si,ter of William Snyder. 

~O. We find in the catalogue of preachers stationed this 
year (1809-10) no less than six new names; namely, George 
lI1cCrackeu, Joseph Samson, Joseph Scull, Joseph Lockwood, 
Lansford Whiting, and Squire Streeter, to each of whom we 
must present our salut.ations. 

31. GEORGE MCCRACKEN, stationed in Quebcc, we snSI,ect, 
from his name, is a Scotchman. We see at "nee he i~ an .-Ider. 
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Irom Us name being printed with italics in the Minutes; but 
·he has been ordained one year in advance of his chim for this 
special charge, a proof that he was a man who had inspired 
confidence. 1:£e was received on trial three years before our 
present date, in the Philadelphia Conference. His previous 
Circuits h~d been Dorchester and Lyons, in that Conference, 
and Scipio in the New York. !\Ir. Langlois' Journal doe, not 
mention him, but his station will come into notice, presently, 
in another connection. Beyond the above. we can say no more 
with our present informaliol1 of ~Ir. "{cCracken. Perhaps 
we may stumble on something in the course of our inquiries 
that may elucidate his history more fully. 

32. The new station of Three Rivero has also a preacher 
new to the province: this is the Rcv. Joseph Samson, whose 
name was pronounced Sausnw by the French. He is 
admitted to he a French Canadian, but how he had wandered 
so far South as the Baltitllore Conference, wl,erc he was re
eeived on trial in 1805, or what hi. antecedents and lUeans of 
his conversion were, much as we would lik<' to tell our rcaders, 
we know not. He spent the first four years of his ministry in 
that Conference, au the Hartford, Prince-George, Frederick, 
and Severn Circuits. He was not at the session of the Phila
delphia Conference in 1809, to receire orders, but was elected 
to them. He had, perhaps, gone on to his new field of labor 
at once, and met Bishop Asbury at a certain point in his 
northern tour to receive orders. The Rev. H. Boehm, then 
Bishop Asbury'S travelling companion, gives us an account of 
this transaction, ana some notion of the man. He says: "On 
Frid,\y (this was in June, 1809,) the Bishop preached at Mr . 

. Fuller's, on Lake Champlain. Here he ordained Joseph 
SaUlson an elder, and sent him a missic)nary to his country
men in Quebec, where it was likely he was to spent! part uf 
his time. Samson was a Candian Frenchman, and talked 
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broken English. In spea-King of the Lamb of God, he coula 
not think of the word, so he said ., Goi's mouton." the French 

word for sheep. He did not succeed in Canada, and after
wards was a member of the Philadelphia Conference, and on 
my District. He was not a Sampsoll physically. or mentally, 
or theologically. Becoming unsound in doctrine, and deny
illg tbe divinity of Christ, he was expelled. He appealed to 
tbe General Conference, and tbe decision of the Philadelphia 
Conference was confirmed." Alas. poor Joseph Samson! 
But we shalI see him for a time elevated to tbe Presiding Elder's 
office. He returned eight members at tbe end of bis first 
year in Three Rivers. 

33. The city of Montreal has one of the new laborers, the 
Rev. Joseph Scull. He had just graduated to and received 
Elder's orders. He be;:an his ministerial career in the Phila
delphia Conference in 1305, tbe sa ne year that Mr. Case 
went out into the work. and spent the firot three years within 
the bounds of that C,mference. on the three following Circuits, 
Sornersott. Talbot. and Ontario, in which last two he had the 
charge. Iu 1808, he was stationed in the Cayuga Circuit 
within the bOllnds of the New York Conference; and under 
the auspices of tb,t Oonference which exercised juri;,diction 
in the two Canado>, he was sent to the important station 01 
:\lontreal. There was no numerical augmentation that year 
in his charge. There was, however, an upward tendency ir, 
one other respect, as will be seen from the succeeding para 
graphs. 

31. Samuel Coate, we have seen, was the Prcsidin~ EldeJ 
over the four Oircuits, which formecl the Lowe, 0 ,nada DistricL 
Quehec, Three Rivero, MQnlrcal, and Ott_,wa. How he occu· 
pieu his lim<', what WJ.S his own stJ.LC anl c)l}·jitio!l, anu hvVt. 
the work prolpered in general. and especially in twe 01' tht 
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Circuits over which he presided, will appear from Ibe following 
letter, written when this Conference year was about half ex
pired, R<ldressed to the Rev. Jo,eph Benson, Wesleyan 
Missionary Secretary, London, England. We give it entire 
as every little item is valuable iu giving the reader an idea of 
the times of which we write:-

"MONTREAL, Oct. 23, 1809. 

35. "REV. AND DEAR SIR,-{ received your's of the 22m:t 
of March, and am happy to learn that you all enjoy your 
usual good health. For my own part 1 am not so well in 
health as when I wrote to you before. Some time in the sum· 
mer past, I broke a blood-vessel, this bas been followed hy "
great weakness and pain in my bl'east, and. at length has 
brought ou myoid cough, which attended me in England. 
The doctors now forbid me preaching at all. It seems, how
ever, hard for one who has the word of tbe Lord like fire in 
his bones, to refrain from speaking. Nevertheless, I have to 
acknowledge that I live far heneath my privilege. and do not 
enjoy that intercourse with the Supreme God that I might if 
I were faithful; yet God is kind and still condescends to be 
with me in a measure. I have lately been in the United 
States, and attended same very great Camp-meetings; one in 
tbe state of Delaware, on the ground belonging to the old 
Governor. Mr. DasBett; anotber near Salem, New Jersey; & 

third in the upper part of Jersey, ne,r Trenton, and a fourth 
at Croton River, in the Nelv York State; at all of which 
meetings the Divine presence was singularly manifested, and 
I think by what I felt and S:>IV myself, as well as from what 
I have since beard from others, my poor bbors were crOWl ed 
with as great s~ceess at some of these meetings as ever they 
were at any time of my life before. At Salen it was said 
forty or tifty were awakened under one fermon, the ~reatest 
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part of whom joined the Society. This circumstance was a 
great comfort to me, for I have not been able to preach often. 
But I have not had any disposition to be exalted, but rather 
to give all the ~Iory to Him from whom every good and per. 
feet gift is derived, and who can make use of the feeblest 
instrument to eEect his purposes of grace towards his intelli· 
gent creatures. The work is in a prosperous way, upon the 
whole, in the States. 'Ve are also coming forward consider
ably in this Province. Our chapel here (Montreal) is now 
about completed, and a very handsome olle it is. We have 
every prospect of having it full of hearers. They are making 
some attempt at ..,ecting a house at Quebec alsD, but I expect 
they will hardly have strength among themselves to effect it. 

36. "lily family are all well at presQnt; but my little son 
died last winter. I would feel myself much gratified to reo 
ceive a litle from you by the bearer to inform me of the wel
fare of both you and yourfa~ily, for I feel the warmest respect 
for you all. Adieu I from your unworthy, but affectionate 
friend and hrother, 

"SAMUEL COATE." 

37. In the above letter we have an exemplification of what 
we said on an earlier page relative to Mr. Coate's zeal and 
power as a preacher. Preaching on, though enfeebled anll 
bpitting hlood; and becoming the instrument of awakening 
tifty souls at one service. These labors also are prosecuted 
under domestic bereavement and sorrow. Further, Canadian 
llIethodists, but especially those of our great commercial 
emporiulD, should lay up in their memories, that the first 
iIIontreal Chapel, for which )lr. Coate took up subscriptions 
in England, when he formed the acquaintance 'of Mr. Rensem 
and other worthies, was completed in 1809, and that it was 
all elegant one. The tru~ oneness of the original Methodist. 
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bodies in Europe and America had not yet been distnrbed in 
the least; and though the Methodist. of England gave fl'eely 
to a chapel in Canada, under the control of the American 
brethren, they did it with a feeling that the work was one and 
the same. That chapel stood in St. Joseph street, a little 
south of Notre Dame. . 

38. The Rev. Thomas Madden is appointed to the Ottawa 
Circui!, th. only station in lIir. Coate's District remaining to 
he mentioned. Mr. M. harl now travelled seven years, and 
resolved to ameliorate the toils "f the itinerancy with the 
presence of a wife. During the winter of 180910, he paid 
his friends in the nay C"ulltry a: visit, and 011 his way back 
married ~Ii,s Mary, eldest daughter of David Drakenridge, 
Esquire, militia officer, magistrate, and loc::il minister, near 
Brockville, whom we have already introduced to our readers. 
He was a man of suhstance and standing in the community, and 
his danghter had heen ueed to every comfort and many refine
ments. Where did the itinerant have to take his bride! 
To share the hospitality of a kind and intelligent family, 'tis 
true, Mr. ~nd Mrs. Hyatt, of E",t Settlement, near La Chute 
-but to a log house, in the loft of which they made their dor
mitory. Th" writer lodged in that house himself in after 
years, and he can aver it was homely cllon~h. But tbis pious 
young conple had grace to endure these discomforts for the 
sake of Christ and his cause, and JIIIrs. M. often told us that 
she was never happier in her life than during the time that 
lowly domicile was hcr home. 

39. Being genteel persons, and wishing perhaps to elevatc 
the people's manners a little, they were regarded hy some 01 
the plainer sort ... s rather precise; hut those who knew t.hem 
best respected them the most; this iGclllded the kind family 
with whom they lived, 'who ever after spoke of their guests 
with rapture. Tr.is hrother Hyatt \\ as then a gifted exhort8r, 

12 
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and nltimate'Y became a local preacher; and his wife was 
truly a mother in I.rael. They moved, in 1833, to the Eastern 
Township., leaving the neighborhood lonely after them. I 
think they have now both crossed the flood. The Ottawa 
Circuit had a small increase this ycar. 

40. Thc only new laborer in the Upper Canada Distriot 
was Joseph Lockwood, who, if we remember correctly what 
he told us, had travelled two years in the States-one under 
the Presiding Elder on Long Island, and thc other under the 
Conference on the important Middletown and Hartford Cir· 
cuits, with such celebrities as James M. Smith, Phineas Rice, 
and Reuben H nbbard. He was more than ordinorily well. 
educated, for· that day, and a good argumclltative preacher. 
He married one of the Palatine stock, a Miss Detlor, a most 
estimable lady, and remains in the country to this day. His 
first Circuit was Bay Qui!!te, on ,.hich the family of his future 
wife resided. But more of him on(,n. 

41. We must hurry through the Circuits proper of this Dis· 
triet. Cornwall is favored with the uemonstrative Pattie, aod 
has a slllall iocreaoe. \V m. Snow is "journeying to the 
South couutry," having "rosseu the St. L,wrence River to the 
Circuit of that name. He has a fair increa.e. Ninian 
Holmes is 00 tbe Augusta, where he is to be admired and 
spoken of for lUany yelrS after. Their numbers are stationary. 
IIe had been at the previous Conference in New York city, 
where he t;cattcl'f~d some of the "Canadian fire," as it was 
called, among tbe genteel Met;lQuists there: so said l!"ather 
Emory, an 01.1 leader of that day.~ Cbandly Lambert mUJjt 
have exerci,eu his tendency to discipline rather rigorously, for 
he returned less mcmbers than were returoed to him. Modest 
Cephas Hulburt, on Snlilh'. Creek, gains a quarter of a hUll' 
dred more thall were left him by the bustling Pattie. 
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42. John Reynolds has the Yonge Street Circuit as his first 
charge. He lahars indefatigably, visiting from honse to house 
·even among the Quakers, who will allow him to pray, but will 
Dot kneel with him; and a little child who knelt, (it was pre
dicted hy an old Quaker preacher) was to become a Metho. 
dist! While here, on one occasion, he had a sharp trial, and 
a .pleasant surprise. His Quarterly Meeting was appointed 
bllt the expected Presiding Elder did not come on Satnrday; 
and he had to preach himself and preside in the "Quarterly' 
Conference" as hest he could. In the evening of that day 
he held the accustomed prayer-meeting. but no Presiding 
Elder. He hoped he wonld come on to the invariable Sunday
morning Love-feast; but no, he had to hold it by himself. 
While the people were speaking be cast many a wisbful eye to 
the door, but in vain. At lcngth tbe hour of preacbing was 
"" near he mnst look np a text, whether he can frame a sermon 
or not; but tbe Metbodist preachers of that day. as he used 
to express it, were ., minute men." While his eyes are occu· 
pied with the sacred page there is time for a stranger to enter 
unobserved. And just as his own eyes rest on the words 
" God who comforteth those that are cast down, cOluforted us 
by the coming of Titus," a stranger arose, not the Rev. Mr. 
Sawyer, but a younger and a bluff.looking man, who uttered 
the word" Love," in a fllll, clear, ringing voice. It is a 
voice unknown to 1II r. Reynolds, but familiar to the people, 
and it sends a thrill of joy among them, wbile words of ft 
similar character follow thick a;}d fi,s:. from his lips. It is 
DO other than the fervent Rohert Perry, who had labored on the 
Circuit with great acceptability the year before, and whom the 
Presiding Elder has sent to supp'y his phce for that time 
among hi, old friends. A sermon from Perry ensued" ~ud a 
lively time. It was needless to say, the anxious young pastor 
was greatly relieved and deli,.;hted. The above two incidefl.u 
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w,·re related to the author by lIfr. R., a"d, to give a ghmpse 
of the time" I have related them. Young Reynolds had about 
fifty increase in this Circuit by the enel of the year, a large 
number conl:dering the ,cattered population. 

43. 'We have found no data wbatevel" to illustrate the state 
of the work, or the doings of the laborers on (1) the Niagara 
Circuit, which enjoys the ministrations of the two strong 
men, Ryan and Perry; or ,2) Ancaster, where Prindle sue· 
ceedcd Case, except that ],e made the acquaintance of .his 
future wife, who, if we mistake not, wa. brongbt up within 
its boundaries; or (3) the Long Puint is still supplied by the 
stable Whitehead. There was no nUOlerical progress all tho 
older Circuits, as a whole, during tbis year. But Ollr princi
pal subject, lUr. Case, who was appointed to the newly pr<>
jeeted Mission of Detroit, which we ha"\"e seen was intended te> 
re-occupy the ground in (Jan ada along the Thames and Laks 
Erie, once broken up by Nathan Bangs. 

44. The subjoined letter, which will speak for itself, Walt 

written by Mr. Case, after tbe toils of this year (l809-1() 
were over, at his paternal home, four days before the New 
York Conference opened, which sat that year in Pitt.6eld, 
1Ilassachusetts, and is the most complete account of our hcro's 
labors during the year of which we are writing that can be 
furnished. It does not appear that he went to the previolls 
Conference, at the beginning of the year; indeed, it is likely 
he did not; he had received full ministerial orders in 1808, 
and as he speaks in the letter of beginning his journey from 
Ancaster. 

45. The letter refened to is addressed to Bishop Albury, 
and IS as follows :-" Chatham, N.Y., May 16,IS10. Rcv_ 
and Dear Sir,-As I lllay not have an opportuBily, (through 
wanl of time, and the multiplicity of your business) personally 
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to converse with you, and as I aID in duty bound to give you 
informatinn of the prngre's of the Gospel by my ministry, I 
here send you an acoount of my mission to the Detroit count')", 
the year pabt. 

46. "According to your appointment, I eet out from An. 
caster to Detroit, the 22nd of June, ·but \lot without many 
fears, and (L heavy burden of souls; for I greatly feared I had 
ueithH gifts nor graces for so important a charge, so that I 
waded through deep waters, as well as deep mire, the most of 
my journey, till I Clme to the En;;lish settlement on the River 
Thames, more than two Imndred miles from Niagara, and 
near one hundred yet from Detroit, and proceeded to preach in 
different places as I passed along. 

47 .• , Man, were Illy fears, and great was my distress, not 
kno\ving what would be the event of my mission; for though 
I dreaded most of all the frowns of God, yet J somewhat Ceared 
the displeasure of my brethren, who, perhaps think of an nn· 
successful Missiooary too much as men are wont to think of a 
defeated general-he returns in JitibTace. 

48 .• , But the Lord gre>tly blessed my soul, and sholVed me 
in ~ dream, by an orchard in the bloo n, that he would bless 
his ansne!. and that thi, • wilderness should blossom as the 
rose,' j<·rolIl .his I took courage. Many of the people re
ceived me very kindly, and after spending here a week on the 
river, and Reeing some stout-hearted sinners weep und,er the 
word, I proceeded on through the French settlements, to 
Malden, where I again preached to a large and listening con
gregation. From thenc,e to what i, called the New Settlement, 
fifty miles below Detroit, on the north sbore, and near the head 
of La ke Erie. 

49 ... This settlement is composed principally of peoplE 
from the States, who, during the two last Hevolutionary and 
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Indian wars, were employed with or taken by the Indians i 
nnd some of them are strangely cut and scarred with tOll1a
hawks and knives. 

50 ... This country, perhaps, is the 1I10st wicked and dissi. 
paterl of any part of America. They have no preaching save 
the Roman Catholics, aDd some of the Church of England, whose 
priests, 1 understan<l, have frequently, after service, joined 
their congregations at dancin~ and playing at cards, which 
renders them very popular, especially in the higber circle. 
Their amusements are borse-racing, dancing, gambling, which, 
togetber with the destructive practice Gf excessive drinking, 
bave prevented tbe prosperity of this country. Tne holy 
Sabbatb bas no preference over any otber day, except tbat 
they make choice of it as a day of wicked amusements, visiting 
in parties, often dancing, bunting, fishing, &c. For drunken
ness and fornication I suppose no place ia more noted i and 
tbat with the savages, which are very common on tbe Indian 
lines, have made a strange and motley mixture here among 
their offspring. Many of tbe people know little of the Bible, 
having Dever learned to read. And some of these who can 
read have had no Bihle in their families; nor did they think 
they npeded any, for some have openly blasphemed the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and spoke of the Virgin Mary in a manner 
too shocking to repeat. 

51. "When you consider that I came alone into this almo,t 
,savage land, two hundred miles from my brethren, and among 
a people, not one or whom I had e~er seen before, and had 
not a friend, save one, with whom I could converse freely on 
the subject of experimental relighn, you llIay guess what 

• were my feelings. It was soon told me that there were some 
who would Dot hesitate in taking my life if they could do it 
without being detected. Some of the magi.;trates fill'badc tl", 
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peopl~ to sulFer meetings to be held iu their houses, on poiu 
of a very heavy fine i and one rough fellow carue to our meet
ing with a rope, declaring be would hang me if I did not 
preach to suit him. All this tended to bumble me as a little 
cbild, and I fled with all my soul to my Heavenly Father for 
protection, and for His blessing on His word. You may sup
pose if I had any zeal for the cause of Obrist at this time it 
would be rouseJ into action. And so it was, for I felt my soul 
all in a flame, aud the power of my great commission to re.t 
upon me_ And I loved the souls of all men, and could weep 
for them, yet, iu the discharge of my duty, I neither feared 
men nor devils. I can truly say, that every opposition I mct 
with, whether from Satan or from men, tended ooly to inflame 
my zeal for the glory of God and the salvation of souls; and I 
could freely have gone to prison for the name of the Lord 
Jesus. And as the most alarming suhjects were illlpressed 
upon my o;vn mind, I endeavured to impre:;s them on the 
minds of my hearers, with all my might, in tbe na'Le and 
authority of Jesus Obri.t; not only exhorting them, but eycn 
commanding, in His great narue, to awake, to repent, and 
turn to God. 

52. " I would not be nnder.tood that all the people were of 
the above description, for there was bere and there a sound 
mieu, especially in the lower settlement, who received me 
with a truly christian affection. They had been • waiti"g 
for the consolation of I3rae!' for many years; they began to 
awake and trim their lamps, when, fiye years ago, BrotLer 
Bangs sounded an alarm among them; and would no doubt 
have been shining lights had the 'mission bMn continued; hut 
being left without help, tbey were soon discouraged, and have 
since stood rather as • dark lanthorns' tban as 'shinio)< 
light •. ' The first sermon I prea@hed in this placo was attended 
with almost a general weeping; the second produced among 
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some of the wilIest of !.I,em " visihle alteration. They negan 
to hang around, as if loath to leave the place; anel, accounting 
me no longeI their enemy, appeared to wish for an opportunity 
to·speak with me, which I embraced, and spoke to tbem oue 
by one. After meeting', thpy were seen at a little distance 
leaning a~aillst tbe fences, andsillntly pondering on tbe tbings 
tbey had heard; while flowing tears discovered the disquietnde 
of tbeil souls, and tbey bore in thei,' countenances apprebeu. 

sions of their uan;;er of eternal death. 

53 .• < While they mourned, I l'ejoiced, and pursued them Ly 
exbortation and prayer "ith redonbled zeal and courage; and 
the Lord Jesus, in bis mighty Spirit's power, was present at 
every meeting, so that a general inquiry, 'What shall I do to 
be saved l' was heard almost through the settlemenl for about 
filteen miles. < Glory to God in the highest I' 

5,1 .• < I had m,w formEd my plan of attendinf! this settlement 
and that elll the River Thame., once in two week.; but because 
the work appeared the most general and powerful in the New 
Settlement, I gave them the more of my time and labor; and 
as the concern increased, I went to their own house., and in 
their fields conversed and prayed with them. I appointed 
also prayer meetings and prllacbing frequently. And now, 
houses formerly devoted to carnal sporte, becamQ places for 
the worsbip of God in prayer and praise. 

55 ... Dear Sir, you would have been truly delighted to see 
this people, without being previously instructed, or having 
ever been in any revival, fan into the very same Bpirit and 
manner of the revivals in. the States and elsewhere, crying 
amain for mercy, even as they went along their road home i 
while some did the same in lhe barns. and uthers in the woods, 
till the groves ral1~ again with the c"ies of' penitents, and soon 
with the joyful notes of ghry and praise to Jesus Christ for 
his redeeming love. 
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56. "As soon as the revival began, I thought it best to 
form them into societ.ies, anrI that the people might be in
structed ill every part of our ecmomy, I publicly read and 
explained to them our form of discipline. And as we have 
suffered in many places by being too remiss in our attention 
to the rules respecting Cl.lss-meetings anel Love-feasts, allfi 
as some have been offended when they have been debarred 
these privileges, I informed them in p1rticular what privileges 
they were to expect as a c,"gre~ation. Then, what particu
larly belonged to the society, which the othef3 mmt not expect 
to enjoy. I then joined thirteen into society, which, in about 
nine weeks, increased to more than thirty, about half of whom 
professed to have found the God of pardoning love. By this 
time, by reason of the almust universal attention of the 
people to meetin~s, and the visible alteration of some of the 
most profligate characters in the country, onr public enemies 
ceased their opposition. 

57. "I had thou;;-ht to have visited Detroit immediately on 
my first coming into the c~untry; but, by relSOn of the revival, 
my whole attention was necessary OIl the O,lUad. shore, so 
that I did not visit that town till, I think, ahout the last of 
September. 

58. "Onr Lord has instructed u~, that into whatsoever place 
we enter, we are to bquire who in it are worthy; but as I 
could not understand that there were any serious persons in 
tbe town, and as I linew of none more worthy than the rulerS{ 
ought to be, I immediately went to the governor, and having 
introdnce(l myself to him as a minister of the G Jspel, I 
re'lueated the privilege of the C JUncil lIouse to hold meetings 
in. He appeared very friendly, and nsed me as a Christian 
minister, and ordered the Oouncil lIonse to be prepared for 
meeLing, where I preached to cl'owded and listening congrcga-
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tions during the time I slaid in that country. As yet there 
i3 nO society formed i.l thi; territOl'Y, (Michigan, D~tl'oit being 
th~ principal town) though some tew were brou~ht under 
awakening, and three or four had found pdace in believing. 
and expect to join in society when a minister sball again be 
sent among them. 

59. "In tbe settlement on the River Thames a gradual 
reviv~1 has been kindleJ, though the subjects of it are scattered 
throughout the whole extent of tbirty miles. We have a 
society there of about ten, most of whom have found peace in 
the Lord; aud there al·e many more throughout the settl .. 
ment who ore under d,ep c)nvictions. We have also a small 
society in the village of Malden, and two societies in the New 
Settlement, (in the front of Colchester antI GJsficltI, most 
likely); 'in all s·,venty-eight members, (three of whom 
were Roman C,tho]ies) and about forty praying families. 
'Vhere.s, when I came illto the country, there WaS here and 
there one who once had some religion, but not one praying 
family th,t I knew of, in ali that part. Among the young 
converts, I think there are Rome woo are as clear in their 
experiene3, and a, deep in real, meek, and bumble pnrity, for 
the tilDe, as any I have seen in any place where I have ever 
travelled. 

60. "\Vhen I came away, the work was still spreading. 
Except in a few instaneas, the wholo progress is gradual, and 
but little uf tbat wil,1 and boisterous spirit, which is sometimes 
seen in real revivals of true religion. There are some instancej 
of persons falling down," l then a very cOlDmon occurrence in 
other place,) "but these are few. Some of these people bad 
neVOl' hea.rd a sermon befure j and one young womao, on 
hearing the name of the LOl·d Jesus proclaimed, believel with 
all her heart the first sermon, and now gives glory to Gud fOI 
his great salvation. 
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61. .. The plan of the Circuit on the Canada shore will be 
pursued in an irregular route of two hundred and forty miles, 
and twelve regular appointments, which may be pm-furmed in 
two weeks. I think another preacher will be nece3sary on 
the Detroit side, wbo may also give some assistance to tbe 
preacher on the Canada part; anrl two active young men will 
no doubt receive their yearly allowance from the people, who, 
in general, are very liberal. 

62. "My expense in the Mission was about thirty dollars, 
which I have received, togetber with my salary, (eighty 
dollar.,) for the year; besides this, I left ten dollars on 
tbe Circuit for another preacber; and have brougbt some 
assistance also to the General Conference. 

63 ... Dear Sir, I must humbly and earnestly request that 
ministers may be sent into that ne,v work, who may be de· 
pended on for stability and faitbfulness. There will be 
opposition, no douht; you know the anti Christian spirit 
of the Roman Catholics, who, in dark design, will seek to 
destroy this little plant, which, as yet, i, but young and tender. 
It will be necessary, therefore. for preachers, in that part 
eRpecially, to be active, prudent, and zealou" lest tbe flower 
in their hands should wither and die. 

64. u I know, to engage in such a mission must he a sacri· 
hce for any man; but what goorl, W!\at honor, yea, what grace 
have we ever attained to, for wbich we have not made some 
sacrifices? I know, also, that God will more than repay us 
for all that we can suffer in his cause. I never felt a. I did 
last year, when I left all behind, anrl was a stran;er in a 
savage land. My life was many times exposed to, and snr
rounded with enemies, and worn down with toil. But, glory 
to God, I never relt such support before, either ill body or in 
boull Often I could have given up my life l~JT Jesus' sake and 
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the salvation ofprecio:Js souls. SO!llctimcs, when I ltave rod. 
twenty miles, and preached twice or thrEe times, I have felt 
but little wearied; and often w.s so happy in my Saviour'A 

,""c, tbat I wanted neitber to eJt nor sleep. At othel' seasons, 
,"hell f.lr from any inhabitant", while reflecting on my condition, 
my 30ul has been so happy in prospect of luture glory, when 
I sbould meet those new-born souls, tog"tber with all my 
faithful brethren, that I could not hold my peace, but glorified 

God aloud that I was counted worthy to sulfe", and to do 
something in the cause of my Heavenly Master. 

65. " I hove thought it might be proper to send young 
brother lI--" (~Vas it N. Holmes who was appointed tho 
Hext yea, 1 Most likely.) "and if it be judged proper, I am 
willing to go another year. But this I leave to the wisdom 
lhe Lord sball give to direct you in tbis and in all other 
matters for the good of his Church. In the meantime, 
farewell. [remain your ,,/lectionate and ohedient son in the 
Guspel of Cllli~t. 

"·Wlr.LIA~[ CASE." 

66. The revival de.cribed in the above letter was a real 
and penllancnt work of God. T.le subjects remain.d the 
steaJfast frienJs of Meth"distn, in its central organization 
genemlly, . 0 their dying day. In t.he winter of lS.J.8-D, the 

writer took a tour through those parts, and formed the 
aequain tanee of several ~r Iy-ltaired office-bearers io the Churcb, 
who ehillle" to be 1\1,.. Case's spiritual c:,ildren. Two of 
tl,ese, }[CN", Joseph vVi61c and Joseph JIalott -tile one, we 

shoold think, of German origin, awi the other of Frencb-have 
gone to their reward recently; and as they now belong to 

bi,tory we subjoin their brief but e1(·gant obituaries from the 
pen of tbe Rev. }Ir. Cleworth :-" Died, in the Gosfield Circuit 

J .. ,q.11 Wigle, au old veteran of the cross, who passed to bis 
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fIlwarO on the 231'0 of July, 1864. Soon after I came to the 
Circuit I was informed of his sickness, and visited him. He 
was very i:l, but cheerful and happy. Thlere was a frankness 
and heartiness about bim that challenged attention and com
manded estefUl. IIis complaint-congestion of the lungs
restrained his conversational powers. He WaS one of the 
early trophies of grace gathe, ed in by the pioneers of lIlethod
ism alon~ the sbores of Lake Erie. lIe believed and held 
fast bis hope to the e:1d. For nearly fifty years he had been 
telling to others the 8iory of thc cross. He had traversed the 
wilderness day and nig;ht, enduring Jl"uch to preach Christ, 

"and enduring joyfully. Now the end was approaciliO!!. The 
religion he loved to preach sustained him gloriously in death. 
Not long before he died, be said to me, • If I have any desire 
to rem Bin here,jt is only that I may preach Christ more 
faithfully than ever.' Thus he died, glorying in the cross, 
in the 73rd year of his age. 

67. "JosEPH MALOTT, another spiritual veteran, who, in 
in concert with Brother Joseph Wigle, open cd several neW 
appointments of our Church, in her early career, tbrough the 
Township of Essex. Bro~Malott was a good man, fearing 
Gud above many, and doing his will with a ready mind. IIe 
was a punctual, constant, and catholic member of the 
Churcb. He was converted at the age of seventeen, and per
severed to old age in the life offaith. The p,alm of his days 
was, • 0 how I love thy law j it is my meditation all the day.' 
This was evident in his expositions of the Word, which were 
lucid, pointed, and practical. God made bim a blessing to 
many by making him the friend of all. He was eminent in 
liberality, tender in affection, and cheerful in disposition_ BiB 
cODversation was inst.ructive and pleObing. He lost no oppor· 
tunities of doing good. His banus were hard with hODest 
toil, but his heart was tcuder with the sympathies of ehri,t. 
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For many years an affection of the lachrymal gland 11;3\"0 

him much annoyance. It resulted latterly in a cancerous 
80re, working in the eyc and nostril towards the brain. Ilia 
sufferings were intense, hut the Lord was with him. The 
power of his Saviour rested upon him, and death was shorn 
of his terrors. Yet the closing scene was not devoid of con
flict. He mourned betime. that he had 110t such lively sense 
of the Divine presence This waS the trial of his faith. Still 
trusting, it was made perfect. The shadows fled, the sun 
came out, alld bright buds of promise shcd their beauty o,·er 
the spring.tide of the soul. As he neared the close, he said 
to me, • What a marvell Did you ever know the like I 
There is a passage for mc through the gates of death, and a 
passage for me through the gates of heaven.' After singing 
the doxology, at his request, he raised his hands in rapture, 
and said, 'That connects the Church on earth with the 
Church in heaven. Oh for all the power of love divine I 
God is good I I love Him I I have not served him for naught. 
Tell my brethren to he faitbful unto deatb.' On the 20tb of 
January bis warfare was accomplished. The cross was ex
changed for the crown. His a~ was 75 years." These 
brethren, as the reader will bave perceived, were Local 
Preacbers. 

68. Mr. Case, by the results of bis mission to the Tbames 
country, proved himself tbe right man in the right place, juati
fying the Bisbop'sjudgment in tbe cboice be made ofapioneer, 
and the safety of his oft- repated maxim, to ., confide in young 
men," as having theW- character to establisb, and ae therefore 
being tbe more circumspect and cautious as well as zealous 
and active. Let our pre.ent young preachers only think of 
a minister travelling on horseback two hundred miles to reach 
tbe nearest part of bis field of labur, under a broiling sum
mer'. sun, in that flat muddy region, in the tben state of the 
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loads, or rather in the then almost (otal debtitution of !Oeds 
In the country, which cbaracterize<1 thc very year when the 
couotry between the head of the Bay of Quinte and York 
was f~vored for lbe first time witb a regular road, by the ful
fillment of Mr. Danforth's contr::ct, who thus gave name to tbe 
thoroughfare I,e opened! Think of his going where there 
were no ~ocieties, with no "Mi~sionary Appropriation," and 
of his rai,ing his support, small thongh it was, taking a sum 
to the Conference in the shape of " the fifth collection," which 
Was app'ied to superannnated and destitute brethren; of hi. 
tbonghtfuliy lraving ten dollars to meet the wants ofbis newly 
arrived ~UCCHsor ; and of his leaving a society of seventy. 
eight members as the frnits of the first ,hart year's labors in 
a new place! The example. is in'pirin!!. No wonder the 
discerning Asbury was about to entrust him with a ,till more 
re@ponsihle post. We shan hereafter find that Peter Coven. 
hoven, then an exhorter, aSl'isted eliSe in promoting the 
above revival. 

69. We have (>DIy the two isolated Circuits of the eastern 
townships of Lower Canada to consider, in order to complete 
this, the year and the period of which we are writing. These 
are Dunham and tltanstead. which se~erallv have Lansford 
Whiting and Squire ~treetcr for their preachers. Who were 
they. and what did they effect on t!:eir respective Circuits 1 
This is a hard question to answer, at this distant time, with 
the data at our command. Neither of them were in full 
ministerial orders; hut tbey were both successful in augment
ing the membership each in his own Circuit. Dunham, 
under Whit.ing, went up from two hundred and sixty t.wo, to 
three bundred and nineteen, an increase of fifty-seven; and 
Stan stead, nnder Streeler, from one hundred and five, to ono 
\tulldred anel twenty-nine, an increase of fourteen. But our 
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researches, in striving to make out whence the breUn'en CRDll'\ 

what were their cbaracter as preachers, or what became of 
them, after leaving Canada, have bcen so unsatisfactory that 
we gave it up without furnishj.ng what little detail we might 
have given. We have since found tl,ey Were medium 
preachers. 

70. The net gain for the year, exclusive of Dunh~m nnd 
Stanstead, was two hundred and £ifts-five, and the total mem
bership on Canadian soil, or excluding tbe St. Lawrence and 
taking in Dunham and Stan"tead, was three thousand one 
',undrcd a"d seVI nty-seven. Thus do we wind up the l''Tiod 
01' Case's second so;ourn in Canada 



BOOK SIXTH 

CASE, OUT OF CANADA FOR TilE LAST TIME, AND THE 

TRIALS OF THAT PERIoD. 

1. 1'hi~ Book comprises a perioa of five years. It begin 
with a new distribution of the work for Canada. The pre· 
vious year the two Canada Districts stood in connection with 
the New York Conference; t.his year only the l,ower Canada 
District remained ill immediate relntiollsl,ip to that body. 
This year a new An nual Conference is orgallized, wi th which 
tho Upper Canada District is henceforth to stand aosocialed 
till there is au Annual Conference created, bearing the name 
of Canada. The new Conference was called Genesee. 

2. We give the reasons for its organizatiun, and the manaer 
in whieh it was effected, from the pen of the Rev. Dr. G. Pcck, 
long a member of thut body :-" This year," (1810) .ays he, 
" is distinguished by the organization qf the GC'lesee Confer. 
ence. Bisbop Asbury had for some tillie re~arded the western 
part of tbe State of New York as a.promising field for Metho· 
dism, and tbe centre of a prospective Conference. From 
1796 to 1812, the BislKlps had 'authorit.y to appoint (,'ber 
Yearly Conference., if a sufficient number of new Circuits he 
anywbere found for that purpose.' It was in the exercise of 
this discretion that Bisbl'ps A,bury and McKendree bad 
appointed the Genesee Conference. The work had so ex
tended in the northern part of Pennsylvani., the western part 
of New York, and in the two provinces of Canada, that a new 
Conference, which wonld make the eighth, was now loudly 

Ii: 
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CIllkd for. The preachers were ohlige,) to go from the 8110te! 

ofJ,nk' Erie, an.} rr~m Canada to Phila3dphia, IlIl horseback 
to Confereecc. This Conference holding its sessions in March 
or April, the roads were of course nearly impassable, and the 
preachers necessarily kept from their Circuits fOI a long time. 
These circumstances made it necessary that some relief shl>uld 
be sought, and the means of relief were wisely judged "f by 
the Bishops. 

3. "The measure, however, was severely criticised. it was 
censured as ha.,h and tyrannical; it being assumed that " 
handful1f men were ,eparated frum the cities, and almOilt from 
the blessings of civilized society, and that they were left II) 

"uffer and to starve wit bout the means of relief. Tbe objer-
tors had very inadequate ideas of the resources of tho country 
covered by the new Conference, and the rapidity with which 
an intelligent population was crowding in from almost all parts 
of the world. Our pioneer Bishop, however, und&rstood the 
question well, much better than those wbo considered tbem
selves competent critics of bis proceedings. 

4. "The Conference assembled at Lyons, iI, an old store
house lately occupied as a corn·barn, belonging tG Judge Dorsey, 
on the 20th of July. In his journal the Bishop briefly says: 
'Wednesday, ) arrived this evening at Danie) Dorsey's; 
Friday, Conference b~gan to-day; Sabbath, 22nd, preacb~d at 
the encampment; Wednesday, Conference ended; great order 
and dispatch in husiness; stationed sixty-tbree preacber!..' II 

5. A Bisbop and Ecclesiastics who did not scorn to meet in 
a corn barn, and wbo carried on a Vamp meeting coincidently 
with the dispateb " of business," were Burely the men to evan. 
gclize a new country. How we should like to give a portraitllre 
of each of tbe men in that primitive assembly I As it is, we 
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hAve the charucteristic features in a few bold strokes of beycral 
of those who were there, or wIn a few ,ears after were mem
bers --of tbat body. from the .< Poet's i'rose " of the Rev. 
Charles Giles, who was one of tbat band of heroic men. which 
we here rcproduce. "James Kelsey was one among the number. 
a zealous, warm-bear ted pioneer, who has since been called 
away to the pilgrim's rest in Abraham's bosom. Abner CasH 
was another; a social friend indeed. reno" ned for goodness, 
who talked truth into the hearts of the people so pathetically 
that they could not refrain from weeping. Zenas Jones and 
Ira. Fairbank, courn~eous as Hons, persevering and laborious 

as bees. Cbandley Lambcrt waS there, a soldier of the cross, 
famous for order and metbodistical things, who was so strict, 
and stood so straightly while administering discipline, that 
-the enemies of strictness said, tauntingly, he leaned over back
ward. Seth Mattison, a shilling star in the constellation, with 
his sympathizing spirit and poetic imagination, ready to pour 
consolation into the heart. Goodwin Stoddan was also among 
them. a staunch advocate for truth, fearles5 as David, who 
drove on like Jebu. Nathan B. Dodson was a brotber indeed. 
diligent and watchful, who red the sheep in the wilderness. 
Isaac Puffer was there also, plain in style and manner, moving 
like a telegraph, with mIlch of the Bible in memory, which 
flowed with chapter and verse from his tongne like electricity. 
prodncing shocks and cOlllillotions among the conflicting 
creeds. And thero was George Garry, als~ a faithful friend. 
cantious and deliberate, with a head filII of thoughts and a 
tongue to tell Ibmu" These men had received by tLA force of 
circumstances. not only the very best qualification for their 
particnlar work, but really a very large amount of true culti
vation. Some of' them, no doubt, wuuld sometimes miotake 

bombast for clevation. One of the number, whom we do not 
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name, wbo lhed long enougb to learn simplicity, once referred, 
to his weakness of body in the following terms :-" I have a 
physical ovil in my organic structurc; I must, thcrefore, a.void 
prolixity, and stuny compendero:;ity." 

G. Everything relati,e to the doin~s of this Conferencc i. 
interesting. therefore the following peep behind the SCenes 
furnished us by the Rev. Dr. G. Peck, we are sure, will be 
perused with a>idit)':-" The original journal" sap Dr. 1'. 
is before us with thc following title page: " JOURNAL (IF THE 
GENESEE CONFERENCE which met in session at Captain Dor· 
sey's, at Lyon's Town, State of New Y Ol'k, July 20th, one 
thousand eigbt bundrcd and ten. At whicb Francis Asbury 
and Wm. MeKendry presided." Both Bi,hops, it seems, were 
present. 

7. The first record is as follows :-,1 Friday, 9 o'clock, a.m., 
July 20th, 1810. According to an appointment of Francis 
Asbury and W m. 1I1cKendry, llishops of the Methodist Epis
copal Church in America, tbe Genesee Conference, composed 
of tbe Sus'l'lehannab, Cayuga, Upper and Lower Canada Dis
tricts, met in :;ession at Captain Dorsey's in Lyon's Town, 
State of ~e\V York. A majority of the members being present 
Wm. McKndry took tl,e chair and proceeded to business." 
:From this entry it appears that the members of tbe Lower 
Canada District wefe there as well as the Upper Canada 
preachers, but tbey were remanded to the New York Confer
euce with which they wcre to sland connected for a few yealS 
Lnger. But we allow Dr. Peck to resume. 

8. "An old rulc of the discipline prohibited a travellin~ 

preacher from publishing any: hing without first obtaining 
leave of his Conference. Under lbis rule the Genesee Con
ference at its first ses,io::, proviued a wei"bty committe." 
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composed of nine members, five from the Unitcn States and 
four from Canada, to examine all compositions prepared hy 
any of its members for publication, and that these composi. 
tions shall or shaIlllot be puhlished, according to the resolution 
of the committee." 

9. .. To make the church entirely safe, it was 011 a suhse. 
quent day resolved that the committee 'shall not, without 
the concurrence ot' four·fit'ths of its members in the State., 
and three·fourths in Can'lda, permit any publication to be 
made.' " This tlid the whole thini! up strong. If scribblers 
had been as numerous in tbose days as they are at the 
present., the committee of censors would have been taxed 
with an onerous duty; but writers among the tr.:Lvel~ing 

preachers were then few and far between. Then Methodist 
Preachers kept themselves to preaching and prayer, These 
duties, with long rides and a little necessary reading, med 
up their time. When we had no pel'iodic'lls with which to 
communicate with the public, if the preachers had been 
disposed to write, a new publication of any sort, by a Method· 
ist preacher, was a strange thing. Still, the pre,s must be guard
ed. The whole thing now seem" little less than ludicrous; but 
thosp, were days of simplicity, of caation, and of timidity. This 
committee was kept np from year to year, until the rule wa. 
abolished, in 1824-. but never had anything to do. Theu' 
the General Conference placed this subject on its true basis 
by the follow in!; rnle,-' Any travelling preacher who may 
pnblish any work or book 0[' his own, shall do it at his own 
responsibility. and he shall be answerable to the Conference 
for any obnoxious matter or doct.rine contained.' 

10, "The Genesee Conference was called by the bishops i 
the interval of the General Conference, but the insti:utio. 
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of the new Conference was not a finality. The act was 
subject to be re-considered by the General Conference. and 
the bishops, it wonlcl seem, considered it im portant to fortify 
Ihemselve. against the charge of rash and arbitrary adminis
tration in the case, by an act of the r.onference itself, which 
should sel forth the grounds of the proceeding. A com
mittee of three was " pointe.! " to prepare a resolution ex
pressive of the opinion of this Conference relative to its 
inctitution by Bishops Asbury and McKendry;" The report 
of the committee was an argumentative dollUment, but con
tains nothing more than we have already presented upon the 
subject. 

11. At this Conference twelve preachers were rcceived on 
trial, one of whom, Peter Covenhoven, was certainly a Cana
dian; .rd another, Edward Cooper. a native of Ireland, 
not long out, and as he received hi:i fir.st appointment, to 
Canada, was most likely recommcnded therefrom. Ten wertl 
received illtll full connexion and ord~inecl deacons, one of 
whom was a Canadian by birth, as also tlVO othel-s, who spent 
the rest 0f their days in the Prodnce. These three men 
wcre, Daniel Freeman, Joseph Lockwood, and John Heynolds. 
Six preacuero c'Jnnected with the Genesee Co~fercnce located, 
two of whom. Cephas II ulbut'l and Joseph, Sawyer, had 
laboured ill C~nada. Hulbert probably settled in the States, 
al)d we lose sight of him. Sawyer settled in Canada, on the 
banks of the St. Lawrence, and will often com' into view_ 
Besides the above, the renowned Samuel Coate is returned 
among the located of the New York Conference. He set. 
tled in business in th~ city of Montreal, as a merchant, 
wholesale and retail. He wil; co,ne up in a future 
paragraph. 
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12. The appointmimts for Canada were as follow 

LOWER CANADA DISTRICT. 

Joseph Samson. Presid,n<' Elder. 

Quebec. James Mitchel. 0 

Tl,ree Rivers. Joseph Samson. 

Montreal, J.)seph ScalI. 

Ottawa, Thomas Madden. 

St. Francis River. Robert Hibbard. 
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D",nham, (Asllgrove District) He.nan Garlick, Timothy 

Minor. 

Stanstead, (New Enghnd COllf.rcnce) David Kilhorti. 

UPPER CANADA DISTRICT. 

Hemy Ryan, Pr"j,Ung Elder. 

Cornwall, nih Smith. 

St. L(L1I)renCp, Edward C(lopcr. 

Aug1tMa, Elias Pattie. 

Bay if Quinl" Thos. Whitehead, P. Covenhoven. 

Smit/,'. Creek, John l!.eynolde. 

Yonge 'St,er.t, Jo>eph Lockwood. 

Ancaster, Daniel Freem,n. 

Niagara, Andrew'Prindle, Jose;Jh Gatchel. 

Long Poil/t, Robert Perry. 

Detroit, Ninian Holmes. 

13. Beside those located, we lose sight of several of tbe 

last year's names, such as tieorge ~{cCraekcD, 'Vi!~iam Snow, 

Chandly Lambert, and our princip'l subject, Will. Case. 

McCracken, after all possible r,search, we cannot further 

trace; neither all10ng the cffecti,"e, supernumeraries, super

annuated, located, expelled, or dead, and speculation is vain. 

We must, therefore. leave "hilll tiil the Lord "writeth up 

the pE:ople." As Snow aud Lambert never either of them 
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received another appointment in Canada, and as they will 
nnt again mingle with the current of ollr history, they shan 
each be followed to the close of his career. 

14. The career of Mr. Snow may be disposed of in a {elv 
lines, although we have no evidence that be is· yet dead; 
for the last pnblisl,ed lIIinut.es to which we have access, 
the one for 1861, represeots him a superannuated preacher 
in connection wilh the East Genese" Conference. ~Ir. S. 
never ro"e hif'her than the statu. of an ordinary Circuit 
Preacher; he IVas never a Prpsiding Elder, or filled any 
public office of a oharacter t,) bring him much into noticc. 
He purslled the noiseless tenor of his way in sllch rural 
circuits .as He"kimer, Black Rirer, Lyon., Ontario, Bloom
field. Seneca. Genesce, Prattsburg. f)f fourteen years longer. 
usually in eherge. but never stopping more than one year 
at a time, although 11e received sevel'u} times a second 
appoinlment to a former charge. after an interval. whence 
we infer that he was very much "f an itinerant, fond of 
moving. or tbat he had not ability to give valiety for mor~ 
tbn a ,car at a time. 

15. In ] 8::!4 he located, in which relation he eontinlle<i 
till 1831. He then resumed the itinerant work. and was 
stationed at Ovid, where he remained tlVO years. at the end 
uf which period. namely. in 1833. he received a superannu
ate,] relation. in which he remained. dC'wn 10 our last advices. 
IIis retired residence pbeed him within the East Genesee 
Conferenc". on whose roll his name is to be loolred for by 
those interested in tbH fate of the onoe Canadian pioneer. 

16. PerllOps no particular interest wonld be served by 
tracin:,; Chandley Lamhert throu~h the appoint:uents whicb 
I,~ Wed while he relll~inel effective, but we may barely s:lV 
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that th~y seem to have heen of a higher class than those 
occupied by him whose history we have just closed. His 
career, character, and Conference relationships will Le learned 
from the official report at his d~ath in the lIlinutes of the 
Black River Couference for 1845, which we here present. 

17. "CHANDLEY LAMBiERT, was born in Alford. Ma,s., 
March 27, 1781, of Methodist parents. Though he posses.ed. 
not the advantages of a thorough classical training, yet his 
education was sufficitntly literary to give his mind a studious 
cast, and sufficiently moral to sanctify his thirst for know
ledge. From early youth to manhood, previous to his can· 
version, he delighted much in reading the Bible, and 
frequently attended to secret prayer. While engaged in 
scbool teaching, in L~nsingbllr,~, in 1804, through the in
strnmentality of Rev. Laban Clark and Rev. Martin Ruter, 
he was indneed to seek religion with all his heart, which 
resulted in the undoubted conversion of his soul. In 1808 
he joined the Genesee Conferenc~. On the division of the 
Genessee Conference, he rell into the Oneida Conference i 
and on the division of the Oneida, he fell into the Black 
River Confereace, where he remained till his death. His 
slender constitution was but ill adapted to the exposures and 
fatigues of a Methodist Preacher, at a period when the 
pecuniary and numerical strength of our church were alike 
feeble, the conn try new, Circuits large, and conveniences rare; 
still he labored with efficiency for some twenty years, when 
his name was returned on the superannuated list, where it 
has since remained. Our excellent brother was not free from 
trials ill the latter part of his life. He was not rich in this 
world's goods i consequently the limited allowance of a super
aDnuated preacher being so inadequate to meet tbe wants of 

K2 
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his family, it subjected him to afllictions, which tried his soul, 
at a period when the infirmities of life seek a release from 
the oppressive cares of life; hut Ollt ~f all the Lord delivered 
him. Few men have evinced a st..·onger and more uniform 
attachment to tbe M. E. Cburch than the deceased: few have 
possessed such uniform zeal to promote holiness in the mem
bership. It would seem to Olle not acquainted with his pecu
liarities, that he ob.erved the law with the scrupulousness of 
a legalist. If he did, it was not to merit salvation, but to be 
able to walk more consistently with the gracious state into 
which he had been introduced by faith in the blood of Christ. 
His hope was abiding to the last. The fatal disease which
released his spirit was an epidemie; but three short days of 
sickness hrought the weary wheels of life to a solemn panRe. 
When asked if all was well, he calmly replied, 'I know' 
nothing to the contrary.' Again, touching his realization of 
the divine presence, he was asked, 'Is that Jesus whom you 
.have preacbed to others now your comfort in this last conflict ?" 
To which he replicd, 'It is the same Jesus whom I have 
preached to others.' Soon aftcr, the flickering lamp of life 
was extinguished. He died ilIarch 16, 1845, aged 64." 
It is pitiful to contemplate a faitbful lahJilrer, in age and 
feehleness, agonized by the pressure of want and embarrass
ment, a spectacle unhappily not confined to that day. "Great 
is their reward in hea,en." 

18. But what of our beloved Case? He has neither died 
nor descrted his colors, nor is he degraded or disgraced, but 
promoteJ, no! to a better salary, for that in his new situation. 
is sure to be more or less deficient, but to greater toils and re
sponsibilities. A,bury is a discerning man, he can see at a 
glance who are prudent and yet pushing, aud who possess ad
mini~trative talent, the ability to manage men. But there is 
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IIonolner requirement, his Presiding Elders, as the District 
pioneers must, ifpossihle, be unencumbered with the cares of a 
family j therefore, where batchelors have the other needed 
qualificatious, they are preferred. Who shall be the Presiding 
Elders of the new bush Conference? Case is thought worthy 
to be one of the three. His five years in the itinemncy have 
purchased for him a good degree, and although a young man 
of thirty, he is put in charge of the Cayuga District, which 
covers the whole of New York, from Black River and Cayug 
Circuits, which extended from its eastern boundary to the state 
line on the west, comprising the oversight of such celebrities as 
Ebenezer White, Chas. Giles, I:'eth Mattison. J ooathan Huestis, 
Joseph Willis, Gideon Knowlton, Asa Cummings, James Kel· 
sey, Elijah Batchelor, and last, but not least, Anning Owen, 
the apostle of Wyoming. Besides these and several others, he 
had also iu his district no less than three of his late Canadian 
com pee .. , namely, Bishop, Snow, and Lan,bert. We are nnable 
to give m"ny incident. of his labors on this district for the year 
in qUEstion, only we observe that God blessed the united 
efforts of the Presiding Elder ~d his Preachers to the ingath. 
ering of five hundred and eighty-nirle souls, net iocrease. 

19. We mnst now give our special attention to the field 
vacated by Mr. Case, Upper and Lower Canada. We com· 
mence with the latter. Let us first follow its late Presiding El
tier, the Rev. Samuel Coate, into retirement. We have seen him 
settled in a partnership business in the city of Montreal. The 
following letter from him to the Rev. Joseph Benson, London, 
will account for his withdrawing from the active work, and 
reveal his yearnings 8till toward it j while it also will give 
some insight into the state of Methodism in the city in which 
he lived. Furthermore, it is interesting as recording the happy 
deaths of two of the fi,'st Upper Canada Methodists, Mrs. Dul. 
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mage an·i lVIr. Peter Browse, the father of the late GeorgI' 
:we! ;lIichael 13"owse, Esqs., of Matilda, ann of tIte devoted 

Mr. Will. Browse, who still survives:-

MO~TREAL, Dec. 11th, 1810. 

~O. "REv. AND DEAR SlR,-I th~nk my gracious benefactor 
that I am yet alive, anu that my little family are in good bealth. 
Illy old cough has returned upon me, within the space of sis 
weeks p"sl, which I bad been entirely free from till then, ever 
since my Southern voyage last winter. God only know8 
whether I shall ever recover frolll it or nol, tbough I expect I 
never shall, unless I should take anotber voyage, which I do 
not feel a disposition to do at pre,ent. H0wever, I am not 
anxious abuut living long; my main desire is to live well. and 
tbat 1ll1ay be prepared to meet my change when it comes. I 
cau but lament that in years past I have Leen too lukcwarm 
and an profitable. I now discover tbat I must be holy, and my 
determination is not to stop short of tbat desirable point. I 
am infinitely obliged to my God and his Christ. So tbat 
if I were to withdraw from him my unreserved hearl, 
I sbould be chargeable with the greatest ingratitude. 
Blessed be his name, tbat altbougb be i. higb above tIte 
hea"ens and bis glory extends to the utmost l)onnds of the 
creation, yet he is so condescending as to notice and to fix 
his love upon such a vile insect 3. me; and now since the re
newal of my covenant with him, oft-times cheers up my heart, 
as with uew wine. Since my entrance upon business in this 
place I have been very much torn by contlicting passions, and 
tossed upon the crucl waves of perturbation; for when I gave 
np the travelling connexion, and consequently ceased to devote 
myself wholly to tbe ministry, I was lik" a river wben diverted 
from its proper cbannel, spreading over a wide ~pace, runniDg 
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in different course., and settling at length into a marsh of 
stagnant waters. lily mind has been left to float from object 
to object, tu be sorely bufi'dteu by my own illla~ination, till 
at last trying to c 'ntent myself in that state, alld to give up 
further thoughts of being useful to mankind, when the voice 
of God awakened me from my dream, and showed me (more 
than ever) that this is not my resting placc, -ani that as long 
as I am a sojourner here, I must be try ng to do sometbing 
tor the salvation of others, as well as of my>elf. 

21. .. Be assn red, my dear sir, I wonld not have lei't the 
travelling connexion, if I had considered myself able to fill any 
situation that might have been given me; and there was no 
provision made in any other way for my family. I would 
earnestly advise all Ministers of tbe Word, as they value their 
own happiness, as well as tbe dispensation of the gllspel, which 
has been committed unto tbem, never to lay down their spirit
nal weapons, to immerse themselves in secular aifairs; but live 
in want while they bave strengtb to devote themselves wholly 
tv the ministry, ralher than live in worldly affiuence, and hU'.'e 
their minds continudly harrassed with perplexing cares. I 
admire the beautiful order that is observed in tbe travelling 
connAxio~ in Englaud. I would fhin be one among you if I 
might be received, and family cil'eumstanCt's would admit. 
But I intend, by the grace of God, faithfully to fulfil all the 
worldly obligations that are upon me, and I trust in God to 
open my way, and to. make my duty plain befure me. 

22. "We have occupied our chapel now for ahout a year 
past. It is a very ha~dsome buildin~." [It was built of stone 
and stood in St. Jo<eph Street, east of where the g,eat French 
Church now stands.] "Our prospect seems to be bri;;htening in 
the society, and the congregations, especially at nights, are 
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large and attentive In the cour'e of the last winter, previous 
to my Southern voyage, I h,d occasion tv visit Upper Canada. 
and w!Jen I went to the house of my father"in.l.w, I found lIly 
de.r old mother just on the verge of another world, and in 
two or three dUJs after my aTlival, sbe closed this mortal !iCene. 
I think I hardly ever witnes'ed a more triumphant death. 
When I came to her first sbe was overjoyed, not having seen 
me for a long time before. Soon after this Bhe called for all 
her children to come to !Jer bedside, and exhorted all that 
were present in the most affectin.~ manner to prepare to meet 
her at the right hand of God. She tol<1 them that now their 
mother was snre of entering into hcaven, and that, if they had 
any dsei!'c to he with her, they must never rest till their peace 
was made with God. "Oh!" said she, "how often I have 
prayed for yon, when none kne": of it hut God and myself. 
How often have I ohed tcars on your account," &e. 

23. "She sent messages to all ber absent children, as from 
their dying mother, admonishi:Jg them to prepare to meet 
God. Among the reot she .ent a very affecting message by 
me to my companion, ttl stir her up to more faithfulness. 
After this she cried oul, 'Cdme, Lord Jesus, come quickly. 
how long do thy chariot wheels dcby!' She often said when 
she was ahle to speak, 'I used to thiuk it would he a dreadful 
thin;; to die, but now 1 bless God tbat I see no terrors in 
death at all. I have no more doubt of entering into heav~i1 
than I luve of my being.' At last, when death Was just 
hurrying her out of her decayed mansion, my father-h.· law 
went down upon his kness to commend her soul into the b .. nds 
of God. He expressed all the tenderness of a kind husband, 
and. at the saille tillle. "II the resignation of aChristian. lhus. 
she that was a sister of the first Methodist wbo ever received 
meeting. into his house in the city of New York, (Pbilip 
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Embury,) or in America, and that was ouc o£lhe first and mo.t 
faithful of our society in Upper Canada, after a long life of 
exemplary piety, finished her course in peace. 

24. " I shall now communicate to you an account of the 
happy death of a worthy brother in Christ. with whom I was 
particularly acquainted in Upper Canada, who was also oneof 
the elder members of the Province. His name was Peter 
Browse. 'rhe summer before last, he went to Q"ebec, and by 
the great fat ignes be bad to undergo in "aftillg of timber, be 
caught a violent cold, which threw him into a qUick consump' 
tion. On his way homeward he passed through Montreal, and 
appeared very far gone in his complaint. However, be re"ched 
his family, and lay sick for some weeks, manifesting all the 
time the grootest confidence in God, till the next Quarterly 
Meeting held in that place. As a !!reat many used formerly 
to lotlge at his home, upon such occasions, by his request, they 
bad a prayer·meeting in the room where he was lying. His 
own accounts stood so well settled with l,is heavenly Pather, 
that he left off caring so much for himself, but was now wholly 
absorbed with anxious concern for the souls of his fillnily, par. 
ticularly his two sons wbo bad just arrived at the ago of 
manhood/' (these were George and Peter,) ., and were entering 
upon the busy Btage of life." -

25 •• , He prayed incessantly til at they might be converted 
before his departure; and he begged of the brethren to remem
ber them at the throne of grace, that he might have the un
speakable happiness of seeing their chauge before he went 
hence to be no more seen. In answer to his eornest prayers, 
and the vehement desires of the brethren ascending up to 
God together, these two young men were both brou~ht under 
conviction for sin, and began to erv bitterly for mercy. At 
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this the heart of our good friend was very much rejoi~ed, as 
he considertd this an earncst of their conversion. It was not 
long till one of them fuund peace ,,·ilh God, and in a little 
while afterwards the other. They f.cn carne to his bed and 
elUbraced their dying father, whose soul at this was raised in 
holy triumph. He had now reached that de,irable point 
when the last rapturous discoveries are made to the _ouls of 
dying saints. B"ing swelled up in ecstacies, he clapped his 
]hands together, and cried out, 'Now, lcttest thou thy servant 
depart in peace according to thy word, for mine oye8 have seen 

thy salvation:' and thus while floods uf tear. were flowing 
from all around, proceeding from min;:led joy and grief in tbe 
spectalors, l,is happy soul fled from it" prison of corruption 
into the palace uf God, to attend around his throne. It was 
in this worthy man's house where my companion in tribulation 

first obtained tbe knowledge of salvation by the remission of 
her sins. It was at J.i, house, 01,0, that tbe first great work of 
God in the Provillce of Conada broke out, of which there w." 
a lon~ account in tbe ,econd volume of the' Methodist }Ia~". 

zine' in America. lIe has left such an example of piety 
behind him that will n0t ;o,m be for"ottcn by his acquaint-
ances. I am your's, affectionately, S. COATE." 

~G. If we might be perlllitted to di"erge slightly from, and 
also t., anticipate the current cf llistory, we migbt soy the 
sainted man, of whose dcmise we have just read an account 
from the pen of ~I r. Coate, and who was one of the first co~
verts, ahng with his brothers Joseph and Nicholas, under 
Losee; who.·e houie was the hallowed spot where the soul
converting Saturday-night ·Quartcrly·prayer·meetings were 
wont to be beld, at one of which }I r,. Cuate, in girlhood, was 
converted, had the whole of l,i. nine children dedicated to 
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God in iJlf':111CY, t.h~ J'egister of whose hirtLs and baptisms is 
carefully preserved in the veritable Oswe"otchie Baptismal 
Circuit Register, now before the writer. His widow married 
a widowed neighbor, tbe venerable John Van Camp, "ho "as 
also one of the first lIlatilda converts. Of Peler Browse's 
children we may say that all but poor John, "ho was killed 
in boyhood by a tree he was choppinC', became and continued 
stedfast members of their father's church. Peter, who, we 
believe. is still alive, never divcrged from tbe path from the 
hour of his conversion. lIIerchandize cooled George's heart 
till tbe great revival in 18~:l, when he was restored, and be
came a life long steward of the Church. All the rest of tbe 
family but William, who was absent in Prescot', were convert
ed in the same revivaL Michael lived and died a fervent. 
Class leader. Frederick passed throug-h the icy waters af 
tbe Nation River to his final re.'!. Wi:liam, converted a little 
later, survives as a lively Local Preacher. r. uehael became 
tbe pious wife of good Mr. Shayer. Betsry became the part
ner of a gifted Local Preacher, and is the mother of th Rev. 
Albert Van Camp, Wesleyan Ministcr. Such are some of the 
fruits of consistent parental piety and fidelity. 

2'1. Belore passing to consider any other laborer, we must 
take our final leave of the Hov. Samuel Coate, for doing which 
this i. the most appropriate place. W c have seen that failure 
of health unfitted him for the continuance of to, Is such as the 
itinerancy t:,en involved. lIe entered into ,nerehandiz" 
wholesale and retail, in company with ~lr. Daniel Fisher, who 
was a grandson of good Philip Embury. Mr. C. for a short 
time held a partial relation to the pub:ic ministry. According 
to Mrs. John Hilton. an excellent authority, he lived in th6 

little parsonage in the rear of the chapel. and preached 00-
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casionally. lIfr. Scull, a nice yonng man, had charge of the 
society, and probably lived in Mr. Coate's family. 

28. Mr. Playter, nsually accurate, makes a statement rela
live to Mr. Coate, which we never lleard from any of the 
fathers. It is the following:-'~ There was a desire to have 
Samuel Coate a Minister in the Church of En~land. The 
offer was made and accepted. He became au Episcopalian 
llIinister in Montreal. How long he continnsd in his new 
I tuation does not appear; but the change was not for his 
good. nor did he long wpar the cassock and the bands." But 
Mrs. Hilton who went to Montreal, while Mr. Coate was still 
a Methodi,t Preacher, and "hose hnsband was a member of 
the society from an early day, long the Renior lead~r in the 
Montreal Chnrch, who passed from among us ouly the other 
day; says in a letter to the author, "~lr. Samuel Coate, I can 
positively state, never had any counection with the Church of 
England." 

29. The following statements of t.hc historian of Canadian 
;lIelhodism are probably accurate enough: -" He com
menced mercantile business in Montreal; carried it on 
without success; became involved in debt, and lo.t all 1 is 
property. To free himself from his embarrassment, and to 
Bupport his family, he resorted to his fine talent in pcnman
ship. He was an exquisite penman. lIe would sometimes 
write the Lord's prayer in the space of an English .ixpence, 
or on his thumb nail. He would write so extremely finP, that 
the letters could not be di.cerned by the naked ey"; but 
with a micro.copo, the writing appeared clearly defined. and of 
excellent f.,rm. lIe now executed his masterpiece in penrnan
.hip. lIe touk it to London. The engraving was said to have 
eo~ £1,600. It was paid for !)y se!lin~ copies at £2 ~ach. 
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And selling copies all over England was the work so useful 
and talented a preacher was engaged in for probably some 
years. He was thereby led into all sorts of society; and at 
last fell into evil company, and acquired vicious habits. He 
lert his wife and daughter in Canada, and never saw them 
again. He never returned to the land in which he had spent lIse. 
rul and happy years, nor to the people who loved and admired 
him, and who, notwit!Jstanding his fall, would have received 
him again, even as the Saviour recei ... e~ repenting Peter. The 
old Methodists clung to the hope that Samuel Coate died a 
penitent. He sent a letter to one of his friends in the Bay 
of Quinte, in which he lamented deeply his gre"t downfall. 
He compared himself to a living flowing stream becoming a 
stagnant and corrupt pool, and bitterly condemned his life 
since he touched the shores of England. Tile closing years 
of Samuel Coate's life afford a solemn warning to all miuisters 
of the GospeJ, especially to those whom God has given the 
talents which raise the admiration of the multitude." 

30. Mr. Playter speaks of a copy of Mr. Coate', celebrated 
work hein;; in the hands of the Rev. Conrad Vandusen, and 
tbe writer was cbarmed wit.h a sight of this wonder of pen. 
manship many years ago in the family of the Rev. Thomas 
Madden. Mrs. Hilton "ives the following item of informa· 
tion relative to the severe but salutary discipline with which 
God saw fit to exercise his recreant servant: "It was said 
that too constant application to finish his work induced a 
white swelliug. His limb was amputated, and he died soon 
after." The late eminently pious Rev. Dr. Harvard, for some 
years President of the Canada Conference, told us that he had 
the mouroful pleasure of ministe1'ing to Coate in I,is last siok
rlees in England, where he died; and that that gifted and 
interesting man, when his heart wa. overwhelmed within him, 
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fled to .< the Rock that was higher than he." And upon th,t 
Rock he found firm footing in the .< swellings of Jordan." We 
record his wandering, for onr admonition, and his merciful 
restoration for our encouragement. 

No furl her Fepk hie mprite to d'sclos"" 
Or drlLw bis frailties from their dark ahode; 

(There 1ht'.v alike in trembliDg hope repoAt',) 
Oil the bOf;Om Qt his FailleI' Bod hig God:' 

31. The list of stations fo1' this ye"r (1810-11,) brings 08 

acquainted with some new laborers for the Prodoce. The in
cumbent of Quebec, James Mitchel, is one. He had been re
eeh'ed on trial in the Phibdelphia Conference in 1806, and ap
pointed to Somerset! as the msistant of the old Canadian 
pioneer, Vannest, who may have cmbued his mind with an in
terest in this country. In 1807, he travelled the i:-'cipio Cir
cuit, in the Genesee District,. At the close of this year he was 
received into full connection, ,till in the Philadelphia Confer
ence, and appointed to Ontario. which brought him ouL to our 
northern lakes. In ISO!) he was in charge of Holland Pur. 
chase and CaleJoHia. This yea,' he is made an elder, one year 
b"fare the usual periau, t" serve the interest of his isolated 
station, He must hwe bee" a man of some calibre, as well as 
of some previous experience, or he would not have been sent 
to that ancient city. 

3~. AllJlost the only item of information concerning his 
years' labors is an net of Lis 'ldllliniRtration involving the 'p
f'ointment (0 office of'< leader" one who became a pillar in tbe 
Quebec Church (0 the day of his death, wlrich happened 60 

I.(ely as the year 1864. This was a gentleman already men
tioned in tlli; wurk, namely, Mr. Pder Langlois, borol in tbe 
I,Iond of Gurnsey, in 1i84, first bruught to hear tbe ;\letho
di,t Preachers in 17!)1, and who came tn Quebec in 180';_ 
where he was converted through the instrumentality of Me"'.' 
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dism. This worthy man sustained the offices of trustee and 
steward for many year", and became an effective preacher of 
the Gospel in a local sphere. A daugbter of his, and also a 
grand·daughter, each share the joys and sorrows as the wife of 
an itinerant ministor. 

33. St. Francis is the name of a new Circuit found in this 
year's list of stations, '0 called from a noble river of that llame 
\vhich rises near the Province line, and flows hetween the town
,hips of Stoke and Brompton, Windsor and Melbourne, Ship
ton and Durham. Kingsey and Wickham, Simpson and Gran
Ulam, Mendower and Uptown, (to say nothing of the seignories 
that border on the St. Lawrence) and falls into that main 
artery at the Lake St. Peter. The most of the townships 
named were settled by English-speaking inhabitants, many 
oftbem from the United States. These were fav<>rablc to Meth. 
odist ministrations. Some parts of these settlements had, no 
doubt, been supplied with the ministration of the word by the 
Stanstead preachers, or occasionally, perhaps, from Montreal. 
Now it becomes a Circuit by itself, and the new Circuit has" 
preacher new to the Province. This is Robert Hlbhard. He 
has been introduced to the reader before, as the colleague of 
our principal subject, Rev. WID. Case, in 1808, when Mr. C. 
traverseu the Catskill Mountains. That region was near 1111'. 
Hibbard's ori:~inal home, and that yeur's labor seeIDs to have 
been an experimental, ifort under the Presiding Elder. 

34. His obituary notice in the lIIinutes says he was born 
}'ebruary 8th, 1787, in thc '.rown of Coxlackie, in the County 
of Greene, and Rtate of New York. When he was Ii,'e yeal'<l 
of a)!;e his parents removed to America, in Dutchess County, 
where he was made a subject of the grace of God in tbe fifteenth 
year of his age, and ahout one ye:!r after he professed to reo 
ceive t~e blessing of sanetific ,tion. He then removed to Ulster 
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(Jonnty, ncar the Dcb".re River, and when 110 W8. ahout 
twenty-one hc recei<ed license as a Local Preacher. At thc 
Annual Conference held fur 1809, he was admitted On trial .~ 
a travelling preacher, and appointed to the Grenville Circuit, 
wbere he luboTed witb considerable acceptance and success. 
At a Conference held in Pitsfield, 1810, tbe year of which we 
are IIOW writing, he was elected and ordained deacon, (one 
year bc'ore his probation was ended) in consequence of his 
offering himself as a Miesionary for the Province of ],ower 
Canada, where he continued to labor for the space of two 
years. 

35. We shall get his brethren's estimate of his talents before 
we bid him a final farewell. For the present we may say, from 
what we have learned through private sources, tbat, like some 
othcr beginners, he sometimcs failed in his public efforts j at 
which timeR, being both ambitious of excelling, and also very 
sensitive, he felt most acutely. An instance of this kind 
occurred one yeal' after our present date, as related to the 
writer twenty-one years afterwards by oome who had witnessed 
it. Samuel Luckey was then laboring on the Ottawa Circnit. 
Hibbard, who, as we shall see, was laboring a second year on 
the St. Francis, came over to visit him. No wonder that they 
should seek to cheer tbeir lonely toils by intercourse with 
congenial minds. Hibbard took an appointment for his 
brother Luckey. The preaching-place was Mr. Hyatt's barn, 
in East Settlement, a few miles from La Chute. Poor 
Hibbard broke down in his sermon, and Lnckey, who was 
'always ready, came to the rescue, and finished the service. 
Hibbard was deeply mortified, and no persuasion could induce 
him to come into the house for his supper. Luckey sympa. 
thizingly took it to him in the barn, where he persisted io 
stopping through the night. Such was tbe fierce ordeal 
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through which the raw recruits of that day were disciplined 
for their arduous work. Rut Hibbard was a bero for all that, 
as we shall see before we leave him finally, and he lived long 
enou~b, tbough be met an early and tragic end, to be wel
comed as the Ottawa people's preacher. His first year on the 
St. }'rancis was successful, and he returned at its close fortg. 
leven members. More of bim anon. 

36. The border Circuits (Dunham and Stan stead) present 
for tbis year three new names, about wbom, in the present 
state of our information, we can give but little account. Per. 
haps more will come to hand before we cntirely dismiss them. 
HAman Garlick Ca formidable name) stands first, for there 
are two preachcrs in the Dunham Circuit. But after all our 
~arching, wbo he was, what his talents, whence he came, 
how long be had travelled, Or what his after career, we eonfes. 
ourselves utterly unable to tell. His colleagne, Timothy 
Minor, come" often into view in after years, but for the 
present we can furnisb no account of bis early life and previous 
labors. (Since writing tbis paragraph, we met with the wife 
of a surviving brotber of the first-named preacher, Capt. 
Garlick, of Brome, C.E., from whom we expect further par
ticulars about his brother Heman, which we will give in an 
Appendix.) 

37. DAVID KILBOURN, the Stanslead preacher, was reo 
ceived On trial two years previously, and by consequence sent 
here the present year an ordained deacon. We hope to give 
more full particulars of him on a future page. If by thei 
fruits we are to know them, these were good and successful 
laborers; for the nett increase for tbis year, on the two circuits 
spoken of, as shown by the returns to the next Conference, 
was 8evellty;/ive. 

38. As Coate had retired, Joseph Samson being recom· 
mended, EOlely, we opine, by his seniority as a mall. and hi< 
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heing a bacllclor, who for important reasonS wel'e the usu.1 
incumbents of the office, 'Jas made Presiding Elder of the 
Lower Ulnada District. Madden was certainly bis senior 
ecclesiastically, and his superior ev~ry way; but be was pro
bably a youuger mao, and be wao now married. Besides, 
Samson spoke both Frencb and English; Madden spoke 
English alolle. 

30. The Upper Canada District also exhibits severnl lleW' 
names: such as Bela Smitb, Edward Cooper, Peter Coven
hoven, Dalliel Freeman, and Joscph Gdtchel. Some of these 
were cOlloected with Canada for many years; two of them, 
al least, for lifc. Each of tbese five men may command 
a little attention. 

40. BELA Sl!lTH, the first mentioned of the five, "experi
enced religion when abuut eighteen years of' age, and soon after 
united wIth the Methodist Episcopal Churcb, and continued 
faitbful to his profession, and sustained at different periods 
several efficial relations (0 tbe Church, until, in the year 1809, 
he was admitted on trial as a travelling preacher by the New 
York Conference. At tbe next A.nnual Conference be was 
ordained deacon by Bi'hop Asbury, a. a M;SS'iuna'1l 10 

Canada." This was when his probation was but half tran
spired, a proof of their confidence in the man. His appoint. 
'ment., as we have seen, was to the Cornwall Circuit. We do 
not remember to have heard much said of him in tbe region 
in whicb he travelled, although we were thoroughly conversant 
with the same ground in after years, and were gleaning in
formation concerning tbe early preachers at that time. We 
barely find, from the old Augusta Bapti,mal Register, that he 
consecrated to God in infancy, among others, Sarah, a 
daughter of Samuel and Lois Heck. Near the close ot' his 
term, he had tbe honorable but arduous dntv of goin~ to meet 
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Bishop Asbury and his travelling companion. the nev. IIenry 
Boehm. near Lake Champlain; of piloting them throngh Ibe 
Chaleaugy woods; cudneering their YOj age across the St. 
Lawrence; and of escortin·g the", &s f.lr west os Elizabeth
town. Mr. Boehm'. estimate of bis characler will be found on 
a Bubseq:len t page. 

41. As Mr. Smilh 'pent but this ye" in tbe Province, and 
did not even remain longer in connection wilh any part of the 
Genesee Conference. but relurncd 10 tbe New York Confer
encc. in which he re:llained till his dealh. although a littlc 
(lUt of our usual course, ",e have concluderl to give all the 
further information ""ncerning him in this place. which his 
Conference obituary affords. 

42. "At the Confcr€nce of 1811. he was admitted into full 
connexion, and was appointed to Ulster Circuit," once tra
velled by Mr. Case. "In December he was married to l1i,8 
Rhoda lIferwin. of Durham, Conn •• who continued to shmo 
with him the lights and shadows of h;s pil~rima;>;e. In 1812. 
he was OIdained Elder by Bishop McKendree, anti appointed 
to Delaware Circuit j in 1813, he labored on NewbUl'):: Cir
cuit; 1814 and 1815. New WlIlu,or; 181G. Delaware; 1.~17. 

Schenectauy; 1818, Albany; 1819. Pittsfield; 1820 and IS21. 
Stratford. 

43. "During his la>ot year's labors on Stratford Circuit. 
his health booame RO enfeebled. as the result of toil and ex

posure, that. at the Conference of 1822. he look a superannu
ated relation, and continued to the termination of his life dis
ilualified by bodily disease and infirmily for effectual service 
in the itinerancy, and was consequentlJ returned superannn
Qted frorr. year to year_ 

44. " During the fourteen years be ,ustained an effective 
relation to the Conference, he was a ! -ithflll and suooeSl!ful 

L 
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'Ambassador of Christ,' and many, doubtle.", cntered into 
rest before him who were brought nigh unto God throngh his 
instrumentality; while others remain who were' turned from 
darkness to light' by the word which hc preached. After lie 
became superannuated he continued to hbor in the vineyard 
of the Lord .. as opportunity presented, and his strength jnsti
fied; and in all bis religious performances there were strong 
manifestations of a 'zeal for God according to knowledge.' 
He highly prized and faithfully ob.erved all the .. Ileans of 
grace, privatc, family, social, and public, and generally enjoyed 
a high degree of spiritual consolation. He was • fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord;' and in all the relatioos of life he 
waS highly val ned and universally esteemed. 

45 ... The disease with which he was first attacked, and 
wbieh forced him from tbe itinerant field, terminated in " 
cancerous affection, which continued to cxtend itself until i& 
covered nearly one side of his face; and being regarded in
curable by the most skillful physicians, only palliativcs were 
used for temporary relief, until finally the weary wheels of 
life stood 5ti I. and his spirit returned to God who gave it. 
His aiRiction, toward the closing scene, had to some extent 
impaired his mental powers, which deprived his family of the 
consolation, so generally desired by surviving relatives, of a 
dying verbal testimony with reference to hiM state and pro.
pects; but a blameless life for thirty-nine years of dcvo
tion to the cause of God, of a fervent spirit in his reJigiou~ 

duties, of a strong confidence in tbe Redeemer as his Savionr, 
afford tbe strong assurance of his Christian character, and 
have left behind the consolation tlmt he 'died in the Lord.' 
and now' slp-eps in Jesus.' 

4.6. "He died July 2, in Durham, Green Co., N.Y., in th" 
sixty-fourth year of his age. He has left a widow, five SODS, 
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and two daughters, who are members of the 1II. E. Church, 
and are strh;ng to follow him as he followed Christ"-another 
out of the many refutations of the inconsiderate and whole
sale slander, that ministers' children are usually irreligious. 
Some testimonials to Mr. Smith will follow hereafter, inci. 
dentally given. Two of his sons becanoe ministers. 

47. EDWARD COOPER, the next on the list, was not only 
new to the Upper Canada District, but new to the itinerancy j 
for this is his first appointment recorded in the Minutes. He 
was received on trial at the preceding Conference. He may 
have had some previous txpericnce, but he was scarcely accli· 
mated in this country, being a native of Ireland, wheDce he 
had comc but a short time before. The Rev. Henry Boehm, 
Bishop Asbury's travelling companion, told the wl'iter, that 
poor Cooper complained ruost piteously under the very special 

attentions the musquitoes paid to the' new comer. The 
Bishops, ho;vever, confided in the young Irishman, and gave 
him the charge of the St. Lawrence Circui t j and for that 
year that confidence seems not to have been misplaced, for he 
returned at the end of the year a net increase of twenty mem
bers. He "ill appear in the current of our history again. 

48. PETER COVENHOVEN-we must speak of him und~r 
this, his name in the Minutes, and afterwards speak of him 
under another, an adopted name, which clung to him till his 
death, and is that by which the family is known in the Pro
vince till this day. Coven hoven was probahly the origina 
and true name, onc which has a Teutonic ring in it, hut 
" Conover" was the one by which he and his friends always 
went. It was probably one of those' transformations which 
German names have undergone by an attempt to adapt them 
to English organs of articulation, of' which we might gil'. 
wany examples. Thc transmutation of Backstadt into Eft], 
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slead is one out of the ulany. The cbange of our hero's 
family name most likely bega" by sub,tituting r for the final 
n, (0 tendency to which we have seen in the extensive habit 
of some in callinr: Vandusen, '. Vanduser,") and from Coven
hover to "Conover," ther' would be an ea.y transition . 

. 19. Having cleared up the nominal difficulty, we resume 
the history of Mr. Conover. The original Canadian residence 
of the family was the Twenty-mile Creek. They were all of 
lI1ethodiEt proclivities. Peter was probably born in this 
Province. When he began to do fur himself he took up a farm 
at the Flour-Mill Creek. In person he was large-boned and 
tall, but not corpulent. Re was converted while yet youn~, 
aod soon began to evince great zeal for tbe honor of GDd and 
the salvation of souls; and beillf( always characterized by 
mightiness in pray,r, Case, who knew him wei', and esteemed, 
him to tbe end of life, induced I,im to come up to his help in 
the f(rcat revival in the Thames Cuuutry, tbe previous year, 
of which the reader has been already informed. While there, 
he began to preach, and biB ministrations were so satisfactory 
that he was recomillerdcd and recLiwd on trial at the uever
to-be forgotten Lyons Couference, uespite the infirmity of 
partial deafuess under whicb he alway, labored. 'Ve suspect 
he was but a small preacher eveo fur that day, but bis piety, 
teal, and ;:ifts of prayer and exhortation made him useful. 
The old Bay Circuit, to which he was appointed, went up in 
numbers from 622 to 655 during that Conference year. Here 
'\\"e leave him for the present, under the superintendency of the 
amiable and sagacious Whitehead, whose company and conver
.ation will he improving to teachable Peter 

50. DANIEL FREEMAN is the ninth in the list of new 
namrs which the Statiolls of 1810 present-the fourth of those 
in l:ppcr C:mada. He loc~ted ;'1 a "hart time, I,enc~, thou[!h 
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now deceRsed, we cannot turn to the Minutes for any memorial 
of him. \V c thercfore avail ourselves of such items of his 
history as lav scatteIed about. Fortunately. that walking 
cyclopedia of Canadian Methodist history, (wh,) also kuew 
Freeman personally.) the venerable Robert Ccrson, has com
municated with the writer and says :-" Daniel Fr~eman was 
a native of New Jersey. It is said he entered the work only 
nineteen years of age. He had a good voice, and was uncom. 

monly nseful." The Rev. DI'. Ryerson, who had enjoyed the 
bencfit of his ministrations in hoyhood, whcn Editor of the 
Christian Guardian. in connection with the notice of Mr. 
Freeman's death, says of him :-" He was a man of sound 
understanding, During the days of his itinerancy, he WaS a 
commanding, powerful, successful, and popular preacher j and 
even 'in age and feebleness extreme,' he was always heard with 
attention and profit." ~Ir. Ryerson speaks of the " Com
manding" character of his ministry; this was owing in part, 
no doubt, to Lis tall, commanding, personal appearance, which 
we remember to have impressed us in a visit of his to the 
York Society (Toronto) in advanced year. During that visit, 
in a meeting for experience, he mentioned wbat to him was a 
pleasing fact, that he remembered tbe time and place of his 
conversion; ~nd a curious coincidence, that on going back, 
after the lapse of somf! years, to visit the spot where he had 
agonized with God for salvation, and where the Father of 
Mercies had spoken peace to his soul, he found it occupied 
by "a livinJ well," " beautiful memorial of the enduring 
fountain of bliss which had" sprung up " within his soul. 

51. He was received on trial in the PIllladelphia Conference, 
in 1808, and had been entrusted with two charges before 
hi. coming to Canada, the first of which was Asbury. On one 
of these Circuits a very m.rked revival took place iu a certain 
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locality, u'lder the foUowin, circumstanees :-A yvung man 
whose name waS Marr, who llad known Freeman in boyhood 
in tbeir natal New J er'e)", had taken offence at his father 
for receiving the Methodist preachers into his house, and left 
home and went to an uncle's, whG lived a hundred miles away. 
Bnt when he arrived there he found his uncle also had received 
tbe ubiquitous Methodist preachers, and that his quandom 
playmate, Daniel Freeman, was one of them. A certain 
LlU was to take place among the young people, and Marr was 
pledged to attend it. Just before it took place, be went to 
hear his old friend Freemlfl, aud was somcwhat imprea:;e~. 
After th~ .ermon the young preacher conversed with him about 
bis soul's interests, and extorted a promise from him to go 
with bim to bis next appointment in another neighbourhood, 
and on tbe night cf the assembly too. He called on tbe 
milna~ers to excuse llimself, and to ~ay that he was gOiDg 
away to meeting. They, very unexpectedly to him, dcsired 
him to call on the musician on the road, and say that his 
services would not be requireJ, as they had agreed to 
give up the projected folly. They, as well as be, had been 
impressed with the force of Divine truth. Religious meetings 
took the place of da.ncing and hilarity, and a gracious in
gathering of souls to God was the result. The relation of 
this circum.tance, at a Camp-meeting held 0n tbe mountain 
near the Fifty, ill IS18. by Mr. ~brt" himself, who had become 
a Local Frcaci1er. and who then resided on the otber side of 
the Niagara River, wade a very deep impression on the minds 
of the assembled people, who previou,ly had seemed in"tten
tive. 'Yhell referred to, Mr. Freeman coufirmed tbe accuracy 
of the strJoger's s:atemeots. 

52. I-Ie WlS received into full conneKion at the Conference 
imlllediately preceding hi, advent inlo Canada, held in Lyons, 
and be must have received the double ordination alao, to) pre-
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pare hiro for his Canadian responsibilities, as we ohserve hi, 
name was printed in it,,/ics in the list of Stations, the never. 
failing index of presh yterial orders. 

53. We have gleaned no incidents of this year's labors. 
only we find that his Circnit (the 'Ancaster) was worked in 
connection with th .. Long Point, by which arrangement he 
had a re~nlar intarchange with honest Rebert Perry, who w .. 
designated to the latt~r Circuit. Recent information from a 
reliable source aS3ures us that Perry was at that day a 
ready and effective preacher, and that personal neatness and 
masculine beauty made him very comillanding. Their joint 
labors met with snecess, and they returned a net increase on 
the whole ground, of'sixty-nine members_ 

54_ JO.EPII GATCHEL was the tenth and la.t of the new
comers. He woo a "lative of th" United States-perhaps of 
Pennsylvania, as he was rceoive] on trial in the Philadelphia 
Conference. That was in 1809, at which time he was ap' 
pointed to the Holbnd Purclmse and Caladnni., as the assist
ant of Jame, Mitchel, who thb year comes himself to the aid 
of the C.mad" work at Quebec. The year of whicb we write 
(1810 ll) Gatchel is seot to Nia;ar., as the collcagoe of 
gigantic Andrew Prindle. A very dissimilar man was he. 
Gatchel was rather under than over the lI1iddling size, slight 
made, stoop-shouldered, thin-"aced, and sharp-featured, with 
irregular teeth; and althou:;h he lived long, he was always of 
", sleoder habit of body, which rather unfitted him for the 
loils of the itiner.ncy in that day. Beside', he was .. ery 
severe 00 himself in his pulpit ministration~, beiog .. ery im
passioned and excitable. His voice was cracked aod squeak
ilJg, but very effective for all that. Although better educated 
thao some 01' the preachers of that day, he was moroC of a de
claimer thau expositor. He bad some dramatic talent, and 
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was very moving. We once heard him quott! the following 
lines of Dr. Young on the value of the sonl, with thrilling 
effect:-

fI Know'st thou tb" impnrtance of n. sou) immortllll 
,. Bebold tbis midnighl glory j world" on worlds I 
.. Amazing po~p I Reduuble this amaze; 
" Ten ti.oUf.and add; and twice trn thollsand more; 
.. TileD weiJb the wbo!e: one lIoul outweighs them all i 
U .ADd calls the nlltoni,;hicg magoificence 
II or Dnintclli;;ent creatic-n poor r I. 

55. On the Niagara Circuit resided a married sister of 
the great Nathan Bangs; and with her an unmarried si,ter, 
a young bdy of piety and gifts. Gatchel's acrJllUintance 
with tbe family led to his subsequent marriage to Miss 
Bangs. Her gifts sometime, su?plementcd his efforts in the 
pulpit very much, to the satisfaction of the people in that day. 
In the strong language ol the times, a brother stated that he 
had heard her exhort" like a streak of red-hot lightning! " 
So much at the present for Gatchel and his wife. 

56. As to the cbanges which this year (1810-11) makes 
among those l .. borers previously in the Upper Province,
Pattie moved from Cornwall to Augusta, which thcn included 
the whole country from the township from which it was 
named to Gananoque, (wh~re old Col. Stone was the leading 
influence of Methodism,) on the frent, and went os far back 
as the River Rideau in the interior. Here he is hugely 
popular, and wins filTty-six souls, net, to the Church. 

57. Lockwood goes from a suhordinate place on the 
nay of Quillte Circuit, to the "charge" of Yonge Street, 
whcre the man of refinement meets with many privations. 
The want of e.andles for study in the house induced him onG 
night to join in the adventul'oul undertaking of a coon hunt. 
'l'bis occurred near t.hc town line between Scarboro' and 
:Mal'kham, the amusing incidents of which he detailed to the 
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writer many years after. Judging from the reductivn of 
members on his Circuit from the number returned on the 
previous year, he did not succeed in "catcbing men" so well 
as in catching coons. 

58. Reynolds move,i down the lake, from Y vnge Street to 
Smith's Creek. Hc has also a small decrease. Perry goes 
from Niu6J.r<.L to L m~ Point, whic;l he work.; in connectiOG 

with Allc.stcr, and ;, successful, as we have seen. Holmes 
succecds Case at Detroit, or more properly in the 'Harues 
country. and eVen improves on the numbers retul'Ded by 
his successful predecessor; a great achieve",ent after such 
a revival. 

59. RYAN, like his friend Case, was elevated this year 
(1810) to the Presiding Eldership, and placed in char~e 

of the laborer., new and old, who were stationed on tha 
Upper C.marh District. Ca.e was elevated at the end 
of five years' itinerancy to the superintendency of a District; 
Ryan, not till he had tr.,velled ten years. This waS the 
beginning at a public C..lre~l· of fourteen years duration, 
marked by stirring cveuts and great successes. 

60. In many respects M,·. Rpn was t1,e ri~ht man in the 
right place. He had zeal, enterprise, courage, system, 
industry, and that rough and ready kind of talent whic!l 
was then more effective than any other. Moreover, he had 
authority by which to control o:hers; and had his zeal bren 
a little more tempered wilh moderation; and had his 
authoritativeness less frequently degenerated into tyranny, 
it would have been better for him anu the cause of religion. 
As it was, many of the prenchers and people were heard to 
complain in after years of the high-handness that character. 
ize1 Elder Ryan's administration. I" strange contrast vith 
his sternness in particular cases, was ':h'~ general familiarity 

La 
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':If his deportment towards his friends, calling them • Bub,' 
\lnd' Si,: according to their respective sexes. We shall be 
oble to furnish thc reader at a further stage of our narrative 
with the written opinion of some of his coevals concerning 
tbe man in his official capacity. 

61. As to the duties and difficultics of his station, Mr. 
Playter's excellent history leaves us very little to say; and 
us we cann0t say it in better terms, we adopt his words: 
"What a District to travel, four times in the year, was 
thc Upper Canada I A Presiding Elder's duty was to 
attend four Quarterly Meetings in each Circuit. He had 
to visit tcn Circuits each qUal·ter of the year. The Quar
terly Meetings, in those days and many years after, were 
grbat religious festivals to the preachers and people. They 
we,e times of refreshing f.-olD the presence of the Lord. 
Murc or less of a revival inn.eace was always expected at 
the mectin;!s. When Elder ClOe or Ryan attended, rarely 
did they po", without couversions to God. Ryan's home 
was probably in the Xi,,:;.r. Circuit, where he bad labored 
the last two years, and where he owned a farm. How little 
of his society w'lUld his family enjoy! He might begin 
his journeys with XLL.;ar.l Cil'Cllit, Long P'Jlnt, and then 

off to Detroit. Returning, he \Vou~d p:'obably attend to the 
Ancaster and Yon 6e Street Cireui ts. R~turning, the same 

weEk, he must be in Smith'. Creek Gircuit, the next week 
in the Bay of Quinto. t~,e third Week in Augusta, the fourth 
.... eek in the St. Lawrence, and the fif'h week in Cornwall 
Circuit. In this Circuit his quarterly work rilight end. 
Now he turns h"meward; and a journey frOID Comwall to 
Xia"ara, on horsehack, with the crookeu, Gilly, unmeuded, 
swampy roads (Jf those times, was no light UI dertaking. 
The distance was about 350 miles, and would raquira an 
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i'ldustrh'.8 travel of five or six days. He would have a 
week to rest. Then he must again be on the road to 
Detroit. From Detroit to Cornwall, allowing for the bending 
of tbe r""d in the Niagara fron tier, was probably not much 
sbort of 700 miles. Allowing for his returns to bis homo, 
Ryan probably travelled about 1,000 miles each quarter in 
the year, or 4,000 miles a year. And what was tbe worldly 
gain? Por so much bodily labour, to say nothing of tbe 
mental. the Presiding Elder was allowed $80 for himself; 
$60 for hid wife, and" hat provisions he would need for his 
family. His entire allolVanoe might have been £60 a year. 
Such was the remuneration, and snch the labonrs of tbe 
Presiding mder fifty years ago. The Presiding Elders in 
the United States were men of the same labours and the 
same remuneration. The Bishops were not exempted from 
snch toils, nor was their remnneration more. Tbe venerable 
Asbury lVas now travelling three to four thousand miles a 
year, and his salary was but eighty. In such disinterested 
zeal we surely see an humble follower of Jesus Christ." 

62. Despite the energy of the new Presiding Elder, there 
Was but very little numerical advancement on the Upper 
Canada pal·t of the. work. Indeed, tbere was an apparent 
decrease of fifty.three; hut it was only apparent. At the 
end of thiR year, the St. Lawrence Circuit was no longer 
reckoned to the Upper Canada Dist.rict, but to the 
United States, where it geographically belonged. Account
ing for the withdrawlllent of its sixty-six members, willle.ve 
a small gain in Mr. Ryan'. District of thirteen. Perhaps 
the want of increase waS olVin~ to increased carefulness in 
making up the return", gnd greater strictness in di.aipline. 
There was, however, nu illc.-ease UpOIl LOlVer Canada ground 
of seventy members, making the total membership for the 
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two Prol'inr,es three thousand, three hundred, anil thirty. 
seVl'll, b;·ing a net gain on the whole ground of eighty-three. 

63. Tile c1nse of this Conference year w .. si;;nalized hy 
the paYlllent of Bishop Asbury's long projected and only 
vi,it to Canada. 'Ve shan eschew the accuunts of it given 
by the two historians, Dr. Bangs and Mr. Playter, as being 
probably famili.or to most general readers, and reproduce that 
recorded bv the Bishop's travelling companion, the Rev. 
Jdenry Boehm, entire, reserving the privile3e of correcting 

the spelling of some Canadian name.-, and of making a \·e· 
mark bere and there parenthutically. ~Ir. Boehm's accoun~ 
is but littlc known; besides, to ilive the words of au eye
witness better suits our plan, and imparts a freshness "hicb 
no hi::,torian, writing long after the events, can hope to 
possess. In this narrative we get a life-like picture of the 
times and tbe men we wish to portray. Several of the 
brethren described by us wiJl again come into view. Hear 
Mr. Boehm I 

64. "11'0r many years Bishop Asbury had an ardent desire 
to visit Canada. I was with him in hly, 1809. near Lake 
Champlain, where he ordained 'Joseph Somsoll,. native of 
Canada, and sent him to be a Missionary to his cllUntrymen.' 
He adds, 'The day of small thin;;' will be great j but the 
day is not yet come, rather, it is atii! rar off. Patience, my 
soul I Do I not feel for the lost sheep 1 Yea, verily We 
had at that time two Districts in Canada, and a little ,)ver 
two thousand members. The next year Joseph Samson was 
Presiding Elder of Lower Canada District." [This it the 
year of which we have been writing-1SIO-1l.) 

65. "~Ir. Asbury believed" Bishop ,hould travel through 
every part of his diocese, and, as far as possible, acquaint 
himself with every part of his work. When we were in Ken· 
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tucky, ill 1809, he wrote: • II'spared, J shall see Canada 
befo~e I dip,' 

66. "The foundations of a great work had been laid there 
by William Losec, Darius Dunham, James Coleman, Joseph 
Sawyer, Hezekiah O. WoosLer, Samuel Ooate, Joseph Jewell, 
Elijah Woobey, Nathan Bangs, and others, to whom the 
lIIethodists in C.lOad. owe il debt of gratitude. Annually, 
tbe Bishop had heard of tbc state of the work there since 
be appointed Wm. Losee in 1791," a perio,1 of twenty 
years. 

67. "Mr. Asbury selccted the inten'al between the session 
of the New England and Genesee Conferences for bis visit 
to Canada. Had he not gone then, he would never have 
made the journey, for the war which commenced the next 
year between Great Britain and th. United States would 
have prevented him, and by the lime the war was over the 
Bishop would have been too feeble to have undertaken it. 

68. "According to his usual custom, the plan was laid 
before hand, his guide selected, and his appointOlen:. sent 
forlvard. At Barnard, VI., Bishop )IcKcndree and he 
separated, to meet at Pari", ~. Y., tbc seat of tbe Genesee 
Conference, and he and I statted for Canada. An ordinary 
DIan would have sought an interval of rest; but tbe labo
rious Asbury, thoug h old and infirm, never thought of 
repose till the heavenly land should unfold its boundless 
loveliness, and welco:ne him to it, rest and refreshment 

for~ver. 

69 •• , Our guide was the Rev. Beb Smith, then preaching 
in Canada, a n the CJrnwall Circuit. \Ve had a very .evew 
time on au'' j,,"rney. We crossed Lake Champlain, and ~Ir. 
kbury preached in " bar room in Plattsburgh. The heat 
was intolerable. The roads tbrou:;h the woods, over rocks, 
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down gulleys, over stumps, and through ihe lllull, wcre inde
scribahle. They were enough to jolt a hale Bishop to death, 
let alone a poor, infirm old man, near the grave. 

'70. " We cro,sed the Chateaugay and Salmon Rivers, 
and on !lIon day, July 1st, reached a large Indian Villagc, 
called St. Regis. The St. Regis River, a beautiful stream, 
here enters the grand old St. Lawrence. These Indians, 
and therc were some thousands of them, were a nation com
posed of the fragments of se,eral once powerful tribes, who 
had been gathered many years before by a Roman Catholic 
priest. A part of the Indians belonged to the United States, 
and the rest to Canada. The St. Lawrence River is not 
the line that here separates the two countries. The In· 
dians belonging to Canada. live on one side of the line, those 
belonging to the United States on the other. They were 
chiefly Roman Catholics, and had a large church, with its 
steeple and bell, and a parsonage ill which the priest lived, 
near the bank of lhc St. Lawreuce. The church was built 
about the be~inning of 1700. They are known as the St. 
Regis Indians. 

'71. .. On entering the village, as Mr. ASbury ,vas leading 
his horse across a bridge madc of poles, the animal got his 
feet between them, and sunk into the mud and water. Awny 
went the saddlebags; the books and clothes were wd, and 
the horse was fast. We got a pole under him to pry him 
out; at thc same time the horse made a leap, and came out 
safe and sound. 

72 ., We crossed the St. J,awrence in romantic style. 
We hired four Indians to paddle us over. They lashed three 
canoes together, and put ODr horses in them, their fore-feel 
in one canoe, their hind-feet in another. It was a singular 
load; three canoes, three passengers, (the Bishop, Bela 
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Smith, and myself,) three horees, and four Indians. They 
were to take us over for three dollars. It was nearly three 
miles acro.s to where we landed. It was lato. in the aftcr
noon when we started, and we were a long time crossing, 
for some part was rough, especially the rapids, so we did not 
reach tbe other side till late in the evening. Then the In
dians claimed an additional dollar. They said, • four men, 
four dollars,' intimating that thne dollars could not be easily 
divided among four. We cheerfully paid the additional 
dollar, and were full of gratitude for our crossing in safety. 
We might have sharcd the fate of Robert Hihbard, a 
preacher in Canada, who was drowncd, October 10, 1812, 
in the St. Lawrencf, in crossing the ferry, some di8tance 
below Montreal. His body was ncver found. (We have 
to refer to this melancholy case again.) 

73. "We arrived in Canada on July 1st, 1811, landin~ 

at Cornwali, and about midni2ht we reached the hospit"ble 
dwelling of Evan Raise," (about a mile below Millel'ociles,) 
"who hailed tbe Bishop's arrival wi.h joy, and gotve him 
and his companions a welcome wort·hy of patriarchal timts." 
[He was one of the first Canadian Methodi.t., and as primi. 
tive in bis character as he was in his history. He filled the 
office of Class.leader, as did his son Joh", after he was re
moved. He died as he lived, <. a shouting Methodist." His 
descendants inherit his strong Methodist proclivities.] 

74 ... We found it warm in Canada, and the Bishop suf
fered greatly. Here Henry Ryan, Presiding Elder of Upper 
Canada, met us. The next day Bishop Asbury preached, 
and Brother Ryan and I" (according to the prevailin~ 

custom,) I. exhorted." 

75. <. The day after there was a Love-feast, and the 
Lord'. Supper was administered, and the Bishop preached. 
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After meetIng, we rode up tile banks of tbe river, .Hne!l al 
Stephen B.lile/"," [John l3ailpy's father, at Mnulinette,] 
"and th,'n ,.ent to Brother" LP"ul] "Ghs;~,rd's" [ncar 
the t.own-Iillc between 'Vi:;iamsbu~,;h and ~btilda.] ., Th~ 
Bishop rode in Brother GbsB~)rd'~ small close carriage, which 
he called a • calash,' and he inquired how they were to get 

out if they upset. IIe had hardly asked the question before 
over went the carriage, and the venerable Bishnp wa. 
,upset, but fortunately no bones were brokeu; the saplin~B 
'along side the rood broke the fall, and he escaped uninjured. 

76. " On Fr·;·day tile B:shop preached in Matilda Cbapel, 
in what was called the • German Settlement j' I followed him, 
preaching in German. We lJad a ,;ood time, and from appear
ances good was JOllC." [TwcntY6thrce years afterwarus, the 
lively Methodists of Matilda cherished p'easant memories of 
that visit, ill which they heard a Bishop preach, and also .\Jr. 
Boehm in their own v"rnacular.] ", h" Bishop w .. s delighted 
with the people. lie wrote thus-' I was weak in body, yet 
greatly helped in ,peaking. Here;s a decent, lovin~ people. 
;Uy soul is much u.,ited to them. ] called upon Father Dul
mage,' I Coate's Father-in-I .. w] 'and n"other' [Samuel] 
• Heck, a branch of all o!,llrish stock of ~lethodists in New 
Yurk.'" [They hall now got to the front. of All:;u,ta.] 

77. "'V0 tarri(;d o'ler Ui6ht wit:1 D,.I.viJ BI'akunriJge." [A 
little above where ~laithnu now st.,nJ~.] ., He lllarried and 

baptized a ."rc.lt many people, and attended many fnII erals. 
In 18G4 be prcache,1 the funeral sermon of lIlrs. Heck, who 
died suduenly. She is said to have been a most estimable 
woman. She was the wife of Paul II .. e'" who was one of the 
first trustee, of oIU J"iJll Street Church, and it is said sbe 
claimed to be the woman who stirred up Phillip Embury to 
l,rl'acl, the Go.pel. 
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78. c, On Saturday we rode twelve miles before breakfast to 
Brother Boyce '"," [father uf Mr. David Boyce] .. wbere we 
atterlfl.ed the Quarterly lIIeetin:;. Ti,e Meeting was at Eliza
bethtown." [I1ani by ~Ir. BDyee's.] ,. I preached at noon, on 
1. Peter,3-12. William Mitcbell and Beb Smith exhorted. 
It was a time of power'; many of God's people rejoiced, and 
some mourners found converting grace. On Saturday we had a 
glorious time in Love-feast, and at the Lord's Supper. Bishop 
Asbury preached a thrilling sermon from Titus, ii., 11, 12. 

79 ... This was about sixty miles from Cornwall. The 
Bishop greatly admired the country through which we rode. 
He says: C Our ride has brought us through one of the finest 
conntries I have ever seen. The timber is of a noble size; the 
cattle are well shaped and well-looking; tbe crops are abund
ant on a most frnitful soil. Surely this is a land that God 
the Lord hath blessed.' This extract Dot only shows the es
timate the Bi.hop formed of that part of Canada, but his hab· 
its of observation,-exteDding not merely to the inhabitants, 
but to the soil, the crops, the timber and the cattle, both as to 
their shape as well as sizB. The Bishop pog,cd through thi~ 

world with hi; eyes open." [And all the itinerants of that 
day learned much from observation.] 

80 ... On Monday we pl'occeded, and E. Cooper, a young 
man from Ireland " [who had crossed over froUl the St. Law
rence Circuit on the opposite side to meet them] " to Ganan
oque Falls" [mark how it was then designated] "to Colonel: 
Stone's. Father Asbury was very lame in his left foot from 
inflammatory rhenmatism. He suffered like a martyr. On 
Tuesday we reached Brother E lias Dulmage's, a very kind 
family, and Bishop Asbury preached in the first TowD Church, 
on Hebrews x., 38, 39 j Brother Cooper aDd I exhorted." 
I Kingston, and the first Chapcl i3 intended, in which town 
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Elias Du!mage. one of the Palatine~. lived aftel'w31'ds n long 
ti:::e as jail-keeper.] 

81. .' The Bishop was so poorly be could not proceed on his 
journey." [further up Lhe country] .. and was obliged to lie by 
and rest, that be might be able to attend tbe Genesee Confer
ence at Paris, [N. Y.] He remained at Brother Dulmage's, 
where he found a very kind home, and I went with Ilenry 
Ryan to iii. Quarterly Meeting, in [the] Fourth or Adolphus 

:'fown, B.ly of Quinte. We dined at Father Miller's. It native 
,f Germany." [German-Irish, a progenitor oftbe Rev. Aaron 
Miller, we presnme.] "On Friday we rode to Brother John 
Embury'., Hay Bay. He was a nephew of Pbillip Embury, 
the Apostle of A'llel'lcan Methodism. He was awakened at 
tbe age of sixteen, under his uucle's preaching in New York. 
'fhe Ilext day-Saturd<ly-Edwal'd Cooper preached at ellveD 
o'clock, and Henry Hyan and I exhorted. 

82 ... On the Lord's day we had a glorious love-feast, and 
at the Lord's Supper He was made known to us in the break
ing of bread. In a beautiful grove, under the shade of 
trees planted by God's own hand, I preached to two thou

sand people," [so many did" Qu.lrterly Meeting draw together 
in those days,J "from Luke xix: 10; John Reynolds," Lwho 
must have been on his way from Smith Crpek to the Con
ference. by the way of Kingstun,] "and Henry Ryan 
exhorted. The sparks flew, and the fire f"lI. IIenry I1.yan 
was from Ireland. He was a powerful mao in that day. 

83. "'In order to get to the Conference, Brother Ryan and 
I were ohli~ed, after tbis day of toil, to ride all nigbt to wbet 
the Bi;hop. About eleven o'clock we ..,aebed Brether 
1Iliilar'e, where we were refreshed. We slept for a while. 
and when it W"S tin e to start I had bard work to wake 
Brethel' Ryan, he was sleeping so soundly. At. len6th he 
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.woke, and we started. and wended our way through the 
dark, and just as the mornin~ light made its appearance, we 
reaclled Brother Dolmage·s. The distance we rode that night 
was tbirty-five miles. 

84. " To our great joy we found Father Asbury better. 
We found also tbat notwit.hstanding his Iamene;s and indis· 
position, tbe ruling passion was so strong that he could not 
keep quiet; but he had sent around and ~ot a congregation. 
to whom be preached in the cbape\. He also mct tbe 
society," [a worthy example to younger men.] "and b.lplized 
two children." 

85 .• , We were in Canada just a fortnight. during which 
time we visitcd a number of pI ces. Cornwall, Matilda. 
{{ingston. Elizabethtown. Everywhere the Bi,hop wns 
treatcd as the an!!;el of the churches. I was also in Adol
pbustown, Hay Bay Shorc. and Bay of Quinte. In Adolphus
town the first regularly organizcd class was fur,lIed in Canada, 
and at Hay Bay the first Methodist ChUl'ch in Canada was 
erected. The Bishop preached six times in Canada, besides 
numerous lectures whicb he delivered to societies. 

86. "Bela Smith piloted MI'. Asbury and myself in cross
iog Chateaugy woods. from Plattsburgh to St. Re,ci<, and 
crossed with ns into Canada. In the woods there was a log 
across the road, and it was very muddy. I rolled tl,e log 
out of the road so we could pass. Beb Smith said, 'I bA
lieve you can do any thing.' '0 yes.' I said, ' any thin::; tbat 
is necessary to be done.' l!'orty years afterward, I met 
him in the Forsyth·street Churcb. at the New York Con
ference. and I asked him if he remembered Chateau~y woods. 
He said yes. And while we talked owr the dangers we 
had encountered in tbat perilous journey. and the ".crifices 
of the past, a young man Iist~ned to us, and with a signifi-
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cant look, he tossed his head and said, 'I' is all Greek to 
Ille. I have no doubt he would have thou;;ht it so if he 
had as much difficulty in translating it as some of us had; 
but a brh;htcr day has dawned upon the Church, and I 
rejoice that the young n'en now are called upon to make no 
such sacrificcs, and to bear no such hurdens. Mr. Smith 
was an excellent Illan. After much suffering, he died in boly 
triumph, and was buried in Durham, N. Y. IIis excellent 
wife, whose name was ~:I('rwio, a relative of Rev. Samuel 
lIIcrwin," [once a Canadian labol·er,] ., sleeps beside him. 
He had two sons, Thomas E., and J. W., who have caughL 
Lis fallen ulUntle, and arc members of the New York Can· 
ference. 

87 .• < The Bishop being anxi0us to get to the Confe~ence 
at Paris, left Kingston on Mouday, to cross Lake Ontario 
for Sackett's IIarbor, in an open sail-boat, dignified by the 
name of' pueket.' "\Ve eommeneel our voyage with a heavy 
head wi~d, amI were obliged to beat all tbe way. We could 
have crossed in a few hours if the wind had been fair. A 
tremendous storm overtook us; the wind blew like a hurri
cane, and it was so dark the captain did not know where he 
was. He intended to have anchored at a harbor in Grena. 
dier Island, but we passed it without knowing it. The 
captain swore and cUl'sed the wind when he found he could 
not reach the Islan:l before dark, and theu I thought we 
wcre in danger. A female passenger reproved him, and 
inquired if he was not ashamed to swear so. He made no 
reply, but he swore no more that night." l An encouraging 
example of the va!ne of faithful reproof.] 

88 ... After we passed the Island we looked back, and be
held a large raft with a firo upon it. When we saw the light 
we hailed those on the raft, and learned from them that w~ 
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wer~ near some dangerous rocks. We "holiid no doubt have 
found a watery grav~ if we had not seen the light on that raft. 
Tbey had come to onchorin consequence of the storm. We 
turned our aid scow around, and came to anchor along.side 01 
tI,e raft, on tbe north side of l!'ox Island. IIenry Ryan and 
the rest of tbe company left the .... ::sel and went on the Island 
where there was a house of entertainment. 

89 .• , Bishop Asbury and I remained on tbe boat till mr,,·n· 
ing, There was no cabin j it was an open boat, and tbe wind 
was howling, and tbe storm heating upon us. In order to 
make the Bishop as comfortable as possible, I made him a Lcd, 
covered him with the hlankets we carried with ns, .nd thed 
the canvas over him like a tent, to keep off the wind and the 
rain. Then· I laid down on the bottom of the boat on some 
stones placed there for hallast, which I covered with sOllle bay 
I procured at Kingston for our horses. 

90. "At midnigbt a sudden squall struck our frail ]',uk ; 
the canvas flapped and awoke and alarmed tbe ilishop. II" 
cried out, ' Henry I Henry t the horses are Q,oirl;': oVl'rbl ard.' I 
quieted his fears hy telling him all was safl', thai il .fA. merely 
the flapping of the sail in the midnight winds, He then lay 
down again, und was quiet till morning. 'rhe leader will re
member that I bml no .leep the ni~ht ""Ule, but travelled 
nearly forty miles j and on the Lake il was difficult to sleep 
nnder the cireulll.tances I have deser,bed. No sbipwrecked 
mariner who had endured the dark"e.' ot' a ,tormy night on 
the ocean, wat:; ever more rejoiced to se" the light of the morn

ing than ours~lves. 'Truly the light is ,weet, and a pleasant 
thing it is for tbe eyes to behold the sun.' 

91 "In tb~ mornin" we weut to Fox Isl.,d for our break
fast, ~hich tasted good,:s we lay down tbc nigbt before supper· 
leBs. Then we Bet sail for Sackett's Harbor. and aTriYed Ihero 
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about two in the afternoon in safety, after tha perilous storm 
and tedious night, and we were never more ghd to set our reet 
on terra firma. 

"92. We dined at Sackett's Harbor, and then set ont in a 
thunder shower towards the seat of the Conference. It was 
singular to see the feeble old Bishop, who had such a rough 
passage acrru:s the Jake, moving forward in a heavy rain, 
amid lightning and thunuer, showing that in his estimation 
• the King's husiness required haste.' In his journal he 
.peaks of his sufferings, 'My foot swelled and was very 
painful.' 'I have passeu a night in great pain Dnd dis
quietude.' 'Friday, sore, lamf; ana weary.' 

93. "On Friday we reo.cbcd Paris, where we met with 
Bishop )IeKendl'ee, alld the uld veterans were overjoyed to 
see each other. Bishop Asbury wrotc,-' My spirit rejoiced 
with deal' Bishop McKendree; be nursed me as if I had 
been his own babe.' \Ve were kindly entertained at Brother 
Elijah Davis's. It was a very pleasant and barmonious 
Conference. On Thursday evening it adjourned. to meet 
tbe next ,Iuly, at Niagara, in Canad". 

9!. "Loring Grant, who still live~. an old veteran, and 
Isaac Puffer," l afterwards to travel in Canada,] "known 
as ' chapter nnd verse,' or as a travelling concordance, were 
ordained deacons. The latter has fallen asleep Charles 
G ilo" George Harmon, and others were ordained elders. 
They elected for their first delegates to General Conferen"", 
William B. Lacy, Anning Owen, Timotby Lee, James 
Kelsey, Elijah Batchelor, and William Snow." [No Cana· 
dians were elected, and but one who bad labored in Canada. 
namely, Anow.l ,< It is singular they did not ~end onc of 
their Pre.iding Elders, Gideon Draper, William Case, or 
Henry Ryan." [The leaven of opposition to the appdntmont 
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of tbe~e office-bearers by the Bishop alone, which afterwards 
developed itself so strongly, was already working_ The 
preachers in general naturally thought brethren who owed 
tbeir . occupancy of this influential office to the Bi:.kop'. 
appointment, would not vote to have the office elective.] 

95. The appointments for 1811-12, for Canada, made by 
the New York, New England, and Genesee Conferences, were 
86 follo,,":-

LOWER CANADA DISTRICT. 

(New York Conference.) 
Joseph 8amson, Presiding Elder. 

Quebec-Josepb to'cull. 
Montreal-James Mitchell. 
Ottatoa-Samuel Luckey. 
St. Francis River-Robert Ribard. 
Three Rivers-(Probably Samson's special charge, as last 

year.) 
Dunham-( 11 ew York Conference) S. 8comborcer, Timothy 

Minor. 
8ta1lslead-(New England Conference) Joseph Dennett. 

UPPER CANADA. 

Henry Ryan, Pr~siding Elder. 
Augwla-John Rhodes, John Reynolds. 
Bay of Quinte-Tbomas Whitehead, Edward Cooper. 
Smith's Creek-Joseph Gatchel. 
Yonge Street-Andrew Prindle. 
Niagara-Isaac B. Smith, Peter Cuvenhoven. 
Anca.ter and Long Poi"t-G. M. Densmore, Enocb 

Burdock. 
lIetroit-Ninian Holmes, Silas Hopkin •. 

96. From the above list of Ganad," Stations, it appears that 
ollr'principle subject-the Rev. William Case-was still in th~ 
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United States department of the Genesep Conference work. 
He was continued on the CaYllga })istrict as Presic!ing Elder. 
Indeed, he may he said never to ha"e como down te' ordinary 
Circuit work again. The Rev. })r. G. Peck, then eo. boy, in
formed tbe author that he rememberell our subject of that date, 
and that his boyish laney was impressed with Case's \1Jmmand
ing appcarance and pi~turesque costume. ne rode obout his 
District well mounted, his fine person clad in a suit of parson 
grey; the eont being gracefully rounded in front, while his 
hrceehe. and stocking., sct off the fair proportions of his nether 
limbs to adv;lOta."e. These grave but ,ymmetrieal habiliments 
well comported with the moral purity and sober dignity of his 
charactcr and conuuct. 

97. The work of God was prosecuted with self-denying 
\-igor, and corresponding success by himself and tbe brethren 
in tbe District, as we learn from sundry incidental bints io the 
fascinating work 011 "Early ~Iethodism within tbe bounds 
of the G('np:-;~e Cnnference," frolll the prn of Dr. Peck In 
the following extracts, we learn somcwhatconcerningtbe pirit 
in which he aod his subordinates prosecuted their worl and 

. the difficultics under which they had to labor. Tak· tbe 
following reminiscences of the n,·,'. Ira Fairbank :-

98 "I was one of thobe who stood in the itioerant , \Oks 
. from 1810, when I received an appointillent from Wi"iam 
Case, Presiding Elder, on tbe Black River Circuit, witl. old 
Erother 'Willi" wbich embraced the most part of tbe Biack 
River territory. In 1811, I was received 00 trial, nod 
appointed to what was then called Mexico Circuit. Rcul-.en 
Farley was my colleague. This Circuit embraced a large 
territory: a part of Sandy Cre.k, Readfield, Camden, Bengal. 
W illiamslowo, Salmon Riv.r, ilicbland, Mexico, and as far 
\\C,t as tbe Oswe,;o Falls, having tel pass through a twelve 
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,,,iles dense wilderness twice every tour round tbe Circuit. 
This was a year of labor. sacrifice, oDd suffering, but of great 
spiri1ual prosperity. Allhou2h we hod to preach often in 
log shanties, yet we found warm receptione, warm llOnds and 
henrts, and were madc welcome to tbe best their cabins 
afforded. There Was more in those days than a cold' How 
do you do l' 

99 .• , One circunJEfance I will relate. At one of my Sab 
bath appointments old Brother Bennett, who had cOllie ten or 
twelve miles to meeting, requested l~e to preach in his ncigh
bOUl'hood on some week day; the place was ten miles through 
the woods on Salmon Riycr, and was a fi'!ling ~round of ten 
or a dozen families. On visiting tbe place I found a people 
who had no Sahbath or religion, but abounded with family 
and neighbourhood quarrel~. Preachin~ being a novel thin,!!, 
we had a fnll house. After preaching, I told them that it 
made us twenty miles extra travel to preach to them, and we 
had no otlier ohject in view than the salvation cf their BOUl>, 
and if they would unite in society as seekers we would give 
them re;:ular preaching;. They mi~Lt bave four weeks to 
think on the subject. I would leave an appoiutment for my 
colleague in two weeks, and come again myself in four w('eks 
when the question would be determined. .My ~o!lcague .re
Jlorted favorably, and wilen I visited the place again I fuund 
a g,,~d attendance. Aner preaching I read the Discipline 
an-d explaioed it; then I wished all who desired to join the 
society t.o llrbt:. 'fo my surpri:ie all the conp;regation arose 
but one man, ant.! he left the house. I suppose that all were 
uncoDl'erted but Brother Bennett. One of the new members 
said to me he thoncrht the man who left the bouse much to 
blame that' be would not join society. seeing we took so much 
p'dins to come and preach to them, and he would talk with 
Hill for that. I felt in singular cireulllstances, but told them 

)I 
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1 would preach in the evenin~ and meet the class. The "ine 
forest was literally i:Juminated with torcbes. J gave them a 
short talk, and proceeded to meet our new class. I found 
some deeply illlprt·ssed in their minds, and they wept j but 
some very raw materials. I reported the state of things to my 
colleague, and told him to take int,) tl,c class the bal.nce of 
tbe ncighbourhood if he could. Hc did 80. witb the exceptioD 
of one family, and f,lUnd tbat God "as at work in power 
among the people, and in a ;hort time, before the year dosed, 
it was one 01' the most spiritual and del ply experienced socie
ties on the circuit; eome professed elltire sanctification. 

100. " To gi ve a specimen of their zeal: at our last Quarter
ly Meeting in that year, which was held in JUlie or July, (1812,) 
they started with two sleds, with IW,) Jok" of oxen to each, a 
distance of ten miles; the WOlDel) rode, the men went on foot 
and they were the happiest company at th" Meeting. Brother 
William Case was 0117 l'tesidi7lg Eldu. I received B:!5 quar
terage thai year, and at the end of the year lowed nothin)r. 
We lived with the people; when they had venison, we 
had it j when they had salmon. we shared wilh them. I learned 
that thi, .ociety has ever been held in high esteem for their 
christian fidelity. and we have in its origin tIle benefit of that 
rule that admits all who desire salvation t·, join on trial. I 
think we received about one hundred on prubatlOn." There 
was a nett increase on Mr. Case's District that year of jive 
hundred mod eigJtty-nine. 

101. Mr. Case's own personal ministry at this time wa& 
very powerful, as will he seen by the following incident, re
corded in Dr. Peck's "Early Methodism." which, hut filf 
inadvertency, we should have preseu'ted a little earlier in our 
story. Speaking of a somewhat hardened place in the Cayuga 
Circuit, called Courtland, the Dor,tol' says: -" During thi~ 
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year tne first Quarterly :Meeting was appointed for this place. 
lt was understood the Presiding Elder would be present, and 
as the members from the surrounding towns were expected, 
it promised to be a season of unusual interest to the families 
residing in tbe settlement. In tbis tbey were not disappointed. 
The meeting was held in an unfinished barn, where a large 
congregation convened for public worship. Mr. Case selected 
for his text on the Sabbath, Rev. iii. 4: 'Come out of her, 
my people, that ye be not partakers of her sin., and that ye 
recei ... c not of her plagues.' He is said to ha ... c preached 
with such a me.sure of the Divine Spirit that multitudes 
were not able to resist the appeals whicb he made, and from 
that day a deeper religious influence pervaded the community 
than had ever existed before. Elder C.se did not vi,i! Court
land again in the discharge of his official duties during Us 
stay on the District, but the labors of that day were not in 
vain." But we mnst turn from Mr. Case to the land from 
which he was but. briefly absent- to Vanada. 

102. Thc abscnce of DO less than s'x out of the names 
which appeared in tI:e list of' tbe previous year's Station", 
(1810-11) from that of tbe one of which we write, (1811-12) 
leads us naturally to inquire what uee.me of them ; and, where 
tl,e '''paration is final, to give them a parting adieu. 'fhree out 
)f the six-namely, Garlick, Kilbourn, and Pattie-rernored 
from the country forever; one, namely, Thomas Madden, like 
Jis friend Case, was only absent a few years; and the remaio
lng hva-Perry and Freeman-located within the Province 

103. 'When last we mentioned Heman Garlick, we cnter

lained a fea. that we would not be able to learn any more of 
him, and we expre3sed nearly as much; but we have ~ince 
foulJd, that he continued in the New York Conference 1111 h. 
finished his itinerant career, which waR in a few vears after 
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lem'ing Canada. During the year of which we are nml wrIt,. 
in!!', he was stationed as as,istant Preacher on the Platts

bur' Circuit. The next year (1812-13) he remained thero 

in eh::r~e, hut Ihere was a diminuti"n of members. Perbaps 

hi, l.cllth wnq declining, which unfitted him for the "i.c:(orou, 

prosecution of his work; because we see that at the next Con

ference. in 1813, he superannuated. In that relation he con

tinued till 1815. when, perh.ps despairing of ever being able 

to pcrform effeeth'e servicc, and not wishing to be a burden 

on ennferenti,,1 fund., he located. 'Ve have not inquired 

further about I,im. us to whetber he ever returned to a con· 
lIeetion with the Conference or not, but leave him till "Tho 

Lord II'ritelh up the people." We have "inee learned from 

a surviving brother of his, Capt. W. A. Garlick, of Brome, 

C. E.. whom Heman was the instrument of eon~erting, that 

be settled in tbe State of N. Y., nnd continued steadfast till 

his Jeath, which took place >0 lately as 1857, aDd that he 

p"ssed away triulllphantly. 

104. In parting with the Rev. David Kilbourn we arc glad 

that we are in circumstances to furnish particulars about his 

eariy anlecedents which lI'e had not the lUeans of furnishing 
in the uf'llai place, as wen as lL!uch relating tu his ufter 

""rcer. IIe was one pf an ancient find wide·spread family in 

Ihe United States and Canada, as well as in n,itain, whose 

patronyn,ic i, variou.ly spelled. David was one uf the seventh 
;:Plleration from Thomas Kilbourn, who emigrated in an early 

tI:'ly tn :r\cw England, and who was " the common aDc~tor to 

tl'e Kill'ourns in tbe W~stern Continent." 

105, "He w.s," says tLe family chronicler, tbe immediate. 

"son of Capt. Ebenezer Kilbourn, of Gilsun, N.H., where he 
was born. Oct. 22,1784. In early n,unhood he was licensed 

liS a local preacher in the Methodist Episcop'l Church, :In,\ 
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',cc:nne ""nnectcu with the New England Conference in 1808. 
His first appointmellt was Union River, hlaine, at that time 
the most ea,tern eire"it in the U niled States. He was trans
f" cd to Readfield, '.Ie., i:J 1809." In 1810 he lahored on 
the Stanstead Circuit, Lower Canada. "lIe was by this 
time e,teemell as one of the most faithful and powerful 
preachers of the denomination with w!lieh he was connected. 
In 1815 he was appointe,l Plesiding Ehler oftbe Ne" IIamp
shire District, and he mhsequently received the same nppoint
ment in the Portland, the Springfield, and the Boston Dis
tricts. In the interval between these several appointments, 
l,e uischarged the dutie3 of the pastoral office with great 
ac~eptance and success in several of the largest towns and 
cities of New England, having being st:.ltioned in Portland, 
Lynn, Lowell, Boston, and PnwiJencc. Be;ides being fre
quently a Delegate to the General Conference, and an officer 
of varhu~ benevolent associations, lie was a mcmbel' of the 
Board of Vi,itoJ's of the Wesleyan Un;'·er,it)', from IS~3 to 
1836, and Vice· President ,,f the' American SU:Hlay School 
Ullion' in 1845. He was" Presiding Elder of Districts six· 
teen year,." He died July 1.3, 1863, aged eighty, but the 
(I.articulars of his death havtl not reached us. His history 
fumi.:,es another eX3111p:e of the benefit of spending the lIarly 
years of the ;\Ielhodist ministry in hard circuits, and another 
instance of" the good materials c" which the early Canadian 

l'reachers were Illade. 

106. ,v c placed Elias Pattie among those who removed 
("rollJ the Pl"Ovinec for ever; but whether he removed at once 
is more than we cau say-indeed, we incline to the opiniou 
that he did not, for the following re>Eon : The Au;ustJ Re· 
gi.ter says, he baptizcd Samuel Wri;;ht Heck, afterwards a 
(,reueiler, who was born Dec. 30th, 1816. He is returned 
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umnng the" located" for this year (1811-12.) It was a pity 
this popular and powerful preacher had not more stable aHach
mcnt to that sublime work which he had such eminent abili
ties for promnting. Pel'haps his frequent domestic bcreavH' 
ments had som.9thing to do with his changeablenes. in tbis 
particular. He was twice left a widower, and was thrice mar
ried. His fine personal appearance would not allow him to 
seek long for a wife. He ultimately went \vestward in the 
United :5tates, and resumed his itinerant labors. Tbe forma
tion of the 3Iichigan Annual Conference exhibits his lIame 
on tllC rull of members. He was among its superannuates 
from 1836 to 1838, at which latter date he located altogether. 
He was a while in tbe Ohio Conference. This is all we can 
tcll of our noble Elias Pattie. 

107. THaliAS MADDEN, one of the missing, was removed, 
but not finally. Happily his absence, like that of his friend 
Case, was but for a time. He was stationed this and the follow
ing years (lSll and 1812) in cbarge of tbe Charlotte Circuit, 
~ ow York Confercnce, which was included in the Champlain 
District, with genial :5amucl Draper, late of Canada, for hi. Pre
siding Elder. During the latter of these two years the war 
between Great Britain and the United States br0ke out; and 
intercourse being cut off, he was detained in an alien country. 
The first act of hostility was perpctrated by the United 
States, on tbe sixteenth of' May, 1812, and war was formally 
declared by the American Congress on the eighteenth of June 
following. At the Confercnce of 1813,' Mr. Madden was ap
pointed to thH. char3e of the Brandon Circuit, Vt., in the 
same District. Tte Rev. D. B. ~1adden, son of our p,'esent 
subject; was nnable, after special inquiry, instituted a few 
years ago, to glean any incidents connected with that 
perio,l of his father's labors in the States, alt~ 'l~h hi~ D,u .. l,b~r 
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.• ten referred to their sojourn in that country in after years . 
• 'lis sainted daug'lter, Eli"" was born in Vermont. It is 
very doubtful wheth€r MI'. M. staiJ the yeaI' out on the Bran
don Circuit, if, indeed, he went th€re at all. For this doubt, 
we 8hall assign our reasons when we come to speak of the 
supply and management (,f the Canada work during the war. 

108. RO'BERT PERRY'S disappe3Tancc from the list of itin-. 
erants was a "location." IL was a pity, but, eonsidering the 
exigency of the tiUles, perhaps a lIece,sity. He had been 
married at the early age of eighteen. and had some children. 
But his wife died bel ore his going into the itinerant work, 
and it is believ€d he I'emnin~d ,iogle nearly the whole time of 
his travelling. It may have been that tlie care of his children, 
who perchance cou'J no long"r well be kept among his rela
tions, obli~ed him to marry, and with murring"', in th-at day, 
usually callie locatio". He continued to serve the old COil· 

nexion in n loc31 .phere till abuut 1816, ,,·I.en, aln", he 
identified himself with the" Reformer! Met:,odists," of wholll 
more anon. When they oomo into si~ht, we sll3l1 have 
something more to say (,f good, uut nnrrow-lllinJed Robert 

Perry. 

109. DANIEL FR~;EMAN, as we have seen, also located at 
the be!!inning of tbis Conterence year (1811-1~.) Marria~e. 
too, in II is case, most likely wus the cau.e of location. A. I,,, 
settled in Canad", (we believe in the township of Windham, 
Long Point.) it is probable he married n Canadian lady, and 
"ethaps one in that pari ot" the country, which constituted the 
Ivestern extremity of his only Canaelian Circuit. He trans
l'erred what property he had in ,,"ew Jersey, which was con
fiderable, to his new home, and went into the business, we 

IJnve been told. 01 millin~ aoJ cloth dressing 
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110. II", I,mvever, unlike Perry, continued faithful in lJi& 
"lIe~ionce to the Church of his early choice. His nsefulness 
as : local minister, and the great re'pcct shown him, have 
been referred to. He was in labours abundant, and con
tinued faithful to the end. He closed his mortal career at 
the residence in Windham, March the lOth, 1835 

Ill. The particulars of his demise are set forth in a letter 
to the then Editor of the Christian G"ardian, dated April 
11 th, 18:15. They are as follow ;-" The painful ta>k i~ 

imposed upon me to communicate to you the 11Ionrnful tiding:. 
that Illy dear father is liD lUOl'e. Yesterday morning we had 
hardly finished our family devotions, when we Saw that a 
change was takiug place. I removed him froUl Iii. chair to 
his bed, and in less than five minute, his spirit hac! taken it's 
flight. I held him in my arms till tho' w"ary wheels of life 
1'-tolJd still,' and without a struggle 0\' a groan he clo:-ed IJi..; 
eFs furever on earthly things. 'Ve are left to mourn, but 
blessed be G,Jd! not without hope. \V c have lost a fathcl', 
but heaven has gained a saint. Our tears flow in quick suc
cession, but angels bLout, 'Another pilgrim bas found bi~ 

way bither.'" Two of ;\Ir, Freeman's dau~hters married 
into the Wesleyan ministry; aDd his 8011, D 1Il. Fr.culau, 
Esq., of 'Vindbam, is a wortby member of his father's Church. 
~1"st of the above particulars have heen obtained through tho 
active politeness of )Ir. George 'Vilson, an appreciating, 
pious neighbour of the Freemans. 

112. Ee.ide those reported in tbe above two categories, 
located and removed, we di_cover, somewhat too late, that 
there is another who might, in military phrase, be returned a8 

" n,i-sin),';' a term which is applied aftcr a battle to thoso 
who cannot be found among the wounded or slain, or whom 
they do not know to be takeD priEDlIers. JOSEPH LOCKWOOD 
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has r.o appointment either in Canada or the State., and he is 
not returned among the located, supernumeraries, superannu
ated, expelled, or deceased. We find his name no more, any
where, on tbe itinerant roll. 

113. He seems to have irregularly desisted; and we think 
he remained for some ti",e within the' bounds of his last cir
cuit, Yonge Street, in the useful capacity of a school teacher, 
which profession he afterwards followed in different places fori 
many years, and for which his g .. od education abundan:Jy 
qualified him. He was scarcely at any time ardent and 
enduring enou~h for a Methodist preacher in that day in this 
country. Suventeen years afterwal'us we made his acquaint
ance iu Belleville, w:,ere he hel.! the po>ition of local preacher 
witbout orders, showing that these had been withdrawn or 
hurrendered. His preaching was pretcrt'cd by the more edu
cated people in our congregations. The relation of local 
preacher he held till the Episcopll disruption in 18:14, when 
he sided with his diEsatbfied local bl'ethren. He did not, 
however, remain with them many year,. IIe now for a long 
time has sat under the Wesleyan loinistry, and several of his 
children are devoted members of the Church. One is t~c 

worthy comp~nion of an experienced and faithful 'Vesleyan 
miuister, the Rev, Will. Coleman, residing in Brighton i and 
his ~)(ed companion, one of tbe old Palatine stock, is also 
alit.. May tbey end their days in peace! 

114. In place of those six bretbren from wltom we have, 
just parted company. seven others came into the work, from 
one lource or anotlter, to supply their lack of service. We 
beg~n at the East, as usual. 

115. The first on our list of new arrivals was a yonng 
mab, we think of New England origin, who was sent \0 

range the pic1ures'!ue banks,of the rapid Ottawa, a1nong their 
lit 
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then simple. I,"'ing inhabitants. His youth, his comeli""ss, 
his plea~in~ manner:::, his piety and dcvoti0n, joined til ti~ 

precocious ability as a preacher, took arnazincly with 'I:<, 
people. They ,poke of I,im twen!y·one years a'tc",nrrl", 
when the writer tl'.lvcrscd the sam~~ intercstin~ grounJ, with 
rapture. This young' man was in after yeors to be the 
Presiding Elder of various dis:ricts, I3ook·A~ent, and Editor. 
and to he President of a College, and to be known 3S the 

REv. DR. r,A:\lU~L LUCKEY. 

llG, \\' e do not, however, remember many incidents CO,I' 

cerning his s·~journ in the Ottawa valley, althou3h he wa" 80 

much spoken of, beyond the one connected with poor Hibbard. 

in Brother Hyatt'; barn, in the East Settlement, already rcla

ted; and one otliel', whieh will serve to show how they bad 
to rou;:h it in those d.l),s. ~Ir. Luckey had some husincs:; to 
tl'an~act in }'I llltreal, and, facilities for travelling n(Jt bring 
many, he availed himself of the kind offer of Squire Brush, of 

Point Fortune, whose house. though a Prcsbytprian, was" a 
ll)de-.ing; placc for wayfaring mcn," to accompany him in an 
open boat of his that was about to make a voya~e to tbat 

city. au their return, it bcin~ late in the fall, tbey were 

much delayed by stress of ",{'athel', by which means their pro

vi.ion. were quite exhau<ted, and they suffered much from. 
llung;er 38 well as cold. ConJin~ to a landing place at one 
time, Mr. Luckey ran to one of the houses, which were .11 
inbabited with French, antI askeJ fur footi. And, not J.,eing 

acquainted with the 11'rcnch lanbuagc, to indIcate vdJ.:lt he 
wanted, he pointed to his month. The }1'rcnclimall, ~hInking 

frorn tbe ~esture towards his face, and the lengt·) of Mr. 

Luckey's beard, arising from want of facilities to l'(,rform hi. 

toilet for SOUle <lay_, that he wanted shavin;;. witb true 

national alacrity and politeness ran and got Lin. his razor I 
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Tbis was asking for bread, aud receiving somewhat worse 
than a stone. Whetber he obtained the bre~d in the issue 
we did not distinctly learn. But they suffered much in that 
voyage. As he is to be appointed once more to the Pravince, 
we bope to fllrnish further information concerning this noted 
minister. 

117. The other two new laboluers for Lower Canada, STE
PHEN SORNBORGER, appointed to the chargc of the Durham 
Circnit,. and JOSEPH DENNETT, who labored alone on the' 
Stanstead Circuit, did not continue, either of them, long iu 
the work i and not dying in connection with any Conterence, 
if dead, there is no official memorial of them to refer to. Our 
lIotice of them, therefore, must be sharI. 

118. Sornborger was recei ... ed on trial in 1807, and arroint
ed that year to the Fletcher Circuit in Vermont; in 1808, he 
laboured on the Brandon' Circuit; in 1809, he was ordained 
deacon and .ent to Cambridge; and in 1810 he was SCI t to 
Challotte. And now, in 1811, we find him in clJarge of this 
important Lower Canada Circuit over a ... ery worthy ec
laborer, Timothy Minor. But, ala!', at the end of the ycar 
be is returned in the Minutes (for h'12 )-" expelled I"~ 
What his CI ime was, whether moral, theological, or ecclesias
tical, we have not tbe means of informing the reader. What
ever it was, the 8ad clo,e of his mini,!eri.1 career is another 
admonitory beacon to those who come :rfter. 

119. Joseph Dennett had been a less time in the minis
try than Sornborger. He had been received on trial one 
year before coming to Callada, and was that first year ap' 
pointed to Barnard. Though not in orders be is, the year of 
which we write, in ('harge of the very important S!anstead 
Circuit; and he must have Qone well, for he bad an increase 
of thirlV-eight members. 
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120. JOHN RHODES is the fourth new n"mc which "I'I,ellr9 

amoni!: the ministerial staff for Canada, during the year 

18\1-12. IIis "nteceuent., given as below, received tl", 
imprimatur of the Conference in connection with which he 

lirst entered the ministry, and within thc bounds "f which he 
died, whose mcm hers must have known him thoroughly. 

121. "'{'he subject of this notice was born in Northampton 

County, Pa., September 17. 1783. His ancestors were oflbe 
Society of Friend" and were as.ociated with, William Penn in 

.ettlin~ Pennsylvania. When about twenty lAars of age. h. 

left the heme of his parents and became It re,ident of Carlisle, 

where he became acquainted with and illterested in the 
Methodists. In the year 180 I, or 1805, he obtained' peace 

with God thl'ou;;h our Lord .Jl'Hle Chrisl,' and subsequently 

attached himself to the Mcthodist Episcopal Chnrch. SoOI1 

after his conversion he received the impression tbat he was 

called to the ministry, but long debated with his convictions 
whether- he should go forth as a herald of the erO·'8. He 

finally yielded to the impression that he was called ..r God to 
the work of the ministry, and was admitted into the Balti. 

more Conference, at its !'ession held in Georgetown, D. C., 
lIIarch, 1808. Immediately after hi. reception into the Balti
more Conference, he was transferred to the Philadelpbia Con
ference. and appointed to Northumberland Circuit." PerhopB 

it was thought a pr;acher of Quaker parentage would be 
more useful in a Quaker Stale. In 1810 he Walt ol'd.in~d 

deacon, and sent to tbe Seneca Circuit. N. Y., within the 

Genesee Conference. At thp. beginning of this Conferellc'8 
year he was sent to Augusta. Circuit iu Canada, wher\: W8 

heard bim spoken of'in the highest teTllJs. 

122. From all we beard in our early t,at'els r-f R olle_, 

and from what we can ~ather from ,II sonm,s. 1:( 1'"' ycd, 
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while herr, a wisr, worthy, good man, and a very respectahle 
prcacher. As he aborle in the Proyillce during its period of 
then approaching trial, he will come in sight frequently in our 
",rthcoming page •. 

123. GEORGE WASHINGTON DENSl!ORE, though sportipg 
~ueh a formidable name, was a ,ery little man, a native of 
the United State., who had been received on trial two years 
before cOIning to this Province, namely, in 1809, in tbe New 
York r:onfcrcllee, and tbat year appointed to tbe CaJ'uga Cir
cuit, with Elijah Batchelor as his senior eolleagnc. That 
field of labour must have severely tested the nctivity and 
endurance of the little man, as the reader will thin Ie from tile 
following description of it from the pen of one who had Fe
viously travelled it :-" The Cayuga Circuit extended from 
Lake Ontario on tbe north to a line near the old turnpike 
running east from Ithaca on the south, nnd from Cayuga 
Lake on the "est to the Cincinnatus Valley on the east. It 
was nearly as large as some modern Conference., and yet the 
unconquerable energy of two itinerant ministers enabled them 
to make regular vi.it. to all its pat"t" and preach the Gospel 
to as many of its inhabitants as were willing to hear. To 
accomplish tbi" extensive forests had to be tbreaded, without 
the lenst semblance at' r.>ad>, and often with no other direc
tions for their journey than the marks on the trees. Rivers 
bad to be crossed wit bout the help of bridges, mountains 
ascended and deEcended with neitber companion nor guide, 
2nd siifferin~ nnel peril in a thousand limns endurea without 
buman allcviation or support. Added to all this, those itin
erants were of teo reduced to extreme want, from the poverty 
of their brethren and the lilllited con'peDsation which they 
('eccived for their labors. Indeed, the SUbject of pay did not 
fecrc. to" be taken into th" nce·JUnt. TlJey lived with the set
tlers au the scantiest fare. and suffered with them, for the 
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80!" purpose of winning them to Christ. The record OT" SUOb 

exallipies they have given as is .eldom to b~ found on th~ 
page of uninspired hi,tory." 

l~-!. ~Il'. Densmore had labored the year immediately 
preccdin~ this one, namely, durin,C: 1810, on the Ontario Cir
('uit, in cO!upany with two othc,' brethren. This, too, was an 

almost boundless field of labor. At the commencement of the 
year "I' which we write, he was ordained deacnn, and appointed 
to Ancaslcr ani Lon;,: Point, which we have seen was a ~ort 
of two-fold Circuit. He is rememhered hy the older Metlio. 
dists of the country ns tl mercurial, humorous, little man, 
,'cry playful a,uong children and young persons. He made 
the people bush out of tho pulpit, and weep when he entered 
it. He was u gifted, beroie, effective preacher; and being 
uneneumber~d with family tics, he rendered good service 
wLile he reUlaioerl in the Province. 'Ve shall see U10re of him. 

l~~, ESOCH llURD(,cK, or Burdick (as bis relatives spelled 
the name, and as it has always been pronounced in the Pro· 
vince) had been married and settled in the township of Oxford. 
near where Ingersoll now standE, before his convenion. 

126. His wife became a 1IIember of the first society formed 
in that township, whieh was organized by Nathan Bangs 
about the year l~Ol. Burdick, yet unconvcrted, was ~xas

perated at bis companion being proselyted to the despised 
:::.ect, and wrote an authoritative letter to l\Ir. Bangs, telling: 

),il11 to take off her name from h s church re~ioter. The 
preacher returned tbe letter, with the admonition uoder
written, "Prepare to meet thy God, 0 Sinner I" 

1~7. What immediate effect this mode of treatment had we 
do not know, but Burdick soon thought and fclt differently 
au the subject of reli;;ion himself, and united with the Society. 
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rhe particulars of bis conversion we have not learned, but it 
waS cvidcllt~y a clear one, for he soon began to preach; ond 
Mr. Corson, w.ho was his neigbbor in after years, pronounces 
him a "remarkably zealous, popular, and powerful local 
preacher. " 

128. These !(ifts were sufficient to recommend him to the 
travelling ministry, despite the burden of a family. and he 
WaS appointed to Aneaster and Lon,; Point, which western 
division of the Circuit included his home, where it is likely 
Lis family continued to reside. He was the associate of Mr. 
Densmore, whom we bave jllst introdu~ed to the reader. 

129. As he remained in tbat Circuit the next year, by the 
time it comes under review, we may have materials to speak 
of the character and mccess of his ministry at that time. 
PhJEically he was a great contrast to his diminutive colleague. 
Burdick was above the middling height, and besides he was 
comp.ct, full-chested and heavy. A pleasant, commanding 
,"oice issued from tbat deep, broad chest. 

130. SILAS HOPKINS, the last of the new laborers, unlike 
Burdick, was Bingle and young in years. He was t.he son of 
a well-to do yeoman of the country. SillS (or " Sile," as his 
neighbors called him) was a native· born Canadian. IIis father 
was a godly man, and a gifted exhorter in tIle ~Iethodist 

Churcb. This young man had piety ar d zeal, but very slen
der ministerial abilities, if tbe recollections of some of his 
parishioners, who were certainly not very severe critics, were 
not sadly at fault. He is being sent at the eommencenlent 
of his ministry to Detroit, or Thames, with a colleague able 
and willin~ to develop anything improvable in him. That 
rolleag:le i~ the urbane all':l rather scholarly Ninian Holmes. 
Th.us bave we introduced all our nelV friends for tbis year te
U,e reader. 
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131. As t.o the clm"g"ps and pn.itiotl" of tho.e lallOrel.,., 
still in the work, who had been in this eOllntry the year bcf.1re 
thi', ~litch.'1 anrI Scull exchange eire ,its-)Iitchel going 
from Quebec to ~lolltr( al, and Scull ~nillg froUl the latter 
place to the former. But we learn nothing special of either 

or their work j only, that Quebec decreases in members, and 
Montreal has an increase. 

132. EOWAlto CUOPER comes over from the charge of tho 
St. Lawrence Circuit to a subordinate place en the Bay of 
Quinte, under the fatherly supervision of tbc Rev. TbolUas 
Whitehead. They have an increase of members. 

133. John Reynolds leaves Snlith's Creek, and becomes the 
collcague of Rhodes on the Augusta j and Joseph Gatchel 
takes his place on his IObt year's charge. He was "[)oken of 
many years after by the people in I-Ialdillland as ferveDt and 
faithful, but very boisterous. Andrew Prindle moves from 
Niagara (where he gives placc to Imac B. Slllith,) to succeed 
Gatchel on Yonge Street. 

134. The prospects of the country, and of the cause of reli
gion in the country, at the beginning of the Conference year, 
of wbich ,ve write, (1811-12) were flattering, even iu the 
judgment of the wisely ohservant Asbury. Bishop Asbury'S 
estiwote of the prospects of Canada will appear from the 
following extmet of a letter written hy him, dated Sept_ 

2nd, 18 L I, and addressed to the Rev. J oEeph Benson, Londun, 
England. He says:-

135. "I never fdt as I do now for Upper Canada. 1 
visited that port of the eoun try at the hazard of my life, hav
ing travelled eight hundred miles, with my feet in a high statE' 
of infiam1ll3tion. OUf prospect~ are great in the Provinces; 
und I must, if pos;i~le. extent.! • ,y labors. An overseer amoog 
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uS ought to be, 3S it wore, all eye, all cal', that he Ill"y tightly 
discharge the various and imporhnt duties of hiG olliee." 
The numerical inere.,e for the two 0 maJas was of a charac
ter to intensify the above expectation with re~arJ to the 
Provinces. It was no less than five llundrea (Ind se" .. nt!J-two. 

136. But it is not in the mcre matter of numerical inorease 
to their own denomination that we must estimate the benefi
cial result, of the IaboTs of these pious and intelligent Illen ; f,'r 
although few of' 'them were really scholarly, yEt they were all 
in advance of tbe g"eat bulk of the people in intdliget,ce. 
When this consideration is joined to the fact of their religious 
knowledge and character, their conversation in the several 
faillilies where theV sojourned-and, be it remembered, they 
lived among tbe peopk-must have been of incalculable ben
fit to those familie'_ Theil' lively and instructive bli: at the 
fireside, made their comin; anticipated aud greeted with the 
liveliest interest. Besides which, tbey were indefatigabie sa'es· 
men of good book., which they corrieu about with them in their 
saddle·bags. To this they wcre impelled, partly by a sense of 
duty and respect to the rule of Conference on that snbject, 
and 'partly by necessity; for the little profits they made on 
books sold, went to supplement their very small allowances. 
Farther, they had the use of tbe books themsclveo, both before 
and after they were sold. Thus their own and the people's 
improvement was promoted. Tbe result of the preachers' 
efforts in this line was that the prinCipal Methodist families 
in the Oilrly days were better supplied witl, standard books in 
theology and religion than similar families are now,-not only 
relaliv~ly, but often really. What a boon were these publica
tions in the then tardy state 01 communication with tbe out
lide world. 

137. As an example of this tardiness we may remark, that 
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the "YoRK GAZETTE," (Ihe only paper ther. published west 
of King,ton) for :"Iovember 13th, 1811, nOw lies before the 
writer, a coarse, flimsy, two·lcaveJ p:.1pcr, of octavu size. 

Tile department of u news" i .... pretty large, but "news much 

older than their ale:' On this, Novembel' the 13th, they 
I, an', wonderful to say I New York dates so late as October 
tbe ~:;r.l, Charleston, of Octuber the 1st; Philadelphia and 
Boston, of' October the 19th; and a gre"ter exploit still, IIali
f 'x dates of October the 9th; Baltimore dates of October the 
22nd; and they have even London (England) dates so recen l 

as Septem bel' tbe 20th I 

138. Sueh as tbose above mentioned were the activities 
dnd prospects of' Methodism in Canada at the close of 181 J. 
""bs, tbat they were de,tined, not only to be obscured, but 
~I'catly retarded for" time by the fell delllon of WAR. 

139. ,Vo are s"rry that tbe plan we have imposed on onr
... cln.s, leaves us no lllctllOd of marking, by some prominent 
and noticeable caption, tbe period upon wbich we arc now 
pnteri\lg-a period of three years duration, in which Canada 
was left l·r~tty much to her own llliuisterial resources, under 

the direction of Mr. Ryan-namely, TilE TIllE OF 1:HE U:O/

HAPPY AND UN:o/ATUl<AL WAR OF 1812 BETWEEN GREAT 
BRITAIN ,IND THE UNITED STATES, which continued two 
years and six months, during which period Methodism In 

Canada WaS not reported in the American Minute., which ar~ 

the principal guide in an inquiry such as ours. -

140. The Genesee Conference was appointed to meet at the 
dose of the ecclesiastical year, 1811-11, namely :-On ,Iuly 
the 23rd, 1812, at Niagara, in Upper Canada, by which we 
nrc to understand "\VarneJ-'s .Meeting-house," near St. 

Da\'id's j but as the declaration of War by tbe American 
Congress \V , pub!is!,cd tit· ISth of the preceding month, 
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which itself had been preceded by onc act of hostility, the 
bishops and preaellers ot' the American division of the Con
ference thought best -not to cross the line; but they turned 
nside to Lyons, where the Genesee Conference was organized 
two years before, and held the session tbere. 

141. None of the brethren laboring on the Canada side, 
most of whom were British subjects, went over. It is proba
ble, although we are not certain, that they met at the place 
appointed, where some sort of deliberations would take place. 
The main body of the Conference, with the bishops in their 
midst, made the appointments, as usual, for both sides of the 
line. And it is wortby of remark, that this year the Lower 
Canada Dist.rict returned to its former place in I.his Confer
ence. Nor was the Canada work any more parcelled ont 
among different American Conferences-unless, indeed, the 
two horder Circuits. 

142. We will now give a list of the Stations for 1812-13) 
thnt it may he seen who of the brethren remained in their 
ranks after the smoke and din of battle had passed away:

UPPER CANADA DISTRICT. 

Henry Ryan, Presiding EldAr 
A.ugusta-John Rhodes, Edward Cooper, Silas Hopkins. 
Bay of Quinte-Isaac B. Smith, John Revnolds. 
Smith's Greek-Thomas Whitehead. 
Yonge Streel-Joseph Gatchel. 
Niagara-Andrew Prindle, Ninian Holmes. 
Allcaster and Long point-Enoch Burdock, Peter Coven. 

hoven. 
Detroit-George W. Densmore. 

LOWER OANADA DISTRICT 

Nathan Baugs, Presiding Elder. 
Montreal-Nathan Bangs 
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Q"tbec-Thomas Bl11'ch. 
Ortalfa-Robert lIilJbarJ. 
St. Frllllris I:ilw-Sallluei Luckey, J. F. Chaillberlaill. 

BORDER CIRCC'JT:;:. 

Dunham -J. L. AdJOIllS, 'Vm. Ross. 
Stonslead-Leonanl Bennett. 

I·n. Sel'ell of the above were verit1bl~ B"itish subject •. 
Ryan and Cooper were Irish. Hopkins, R,ynolls. II·limes. 
and Cuvenhoven, may be written Canadians. Whitehead Wag 

horll in the old Colonies, if not aU. E Loyali,l. Beside$ 

which Burch, ha\"in.~ been b,')rn in Ireland, was constitution· 

ally a Brili,h subject. 

144. From the above Ii,t of Stations, the reader wi!! miss 
two naOl€'s with which he b3~ become somewhat familiarize!) 
·-these arc Joseph Scull and James 3litehcl, who had alter· 
nated in the two principal cities of Lower Canada-Montreal 
and Quebec-for the two previous year;, of whom we must 
give some account. 

H5. Scull went back to the Philadelphia Conference, 
whence he first came to our country, and received a station 

on the Talbot Circuit, as one of the colleagues of .Jolm Emory, 
who afterwards became a Bishop. The next year (1813) he 
appears among the superannuated; and in 1814, be located 
altogether-we opine marriage was the c'lusc. We have 
learned nothing further concerning this" nice young: man." 

. 1-16. James ~litchel alEO returned to the Philadelphia Can
fcrcIlCl', which had been his starting point also, and received 

an appointment for the .uccfeding three years. The next 
(1815) be likewise appears among the "located." \\-e can 
tr:Ice Lim D0 fartber. 'I'he.e breIhren may hav" returned to 
U:e work in afttr years, Lut the research to fiod out whetbar 
they diu or not, would Dot be repaid by the Iliseovery. 
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147. V('" "150 , .. iss Jo&eph Dennett, who wenl back to the 
United Stat.rs •• "cl"received an appointment at Barre, in the 
New England l'l1dPrtnce, and the next year (1814) he fol
lowed Scull floJ Mitthel into the local ranks. We have 
neither learned nor in\,uircd further concerning him. 

11:~, We arc now cntr..llng on a sort of non·historlc period, 

where "'~ Imve to grope our way as be>t we Can. 'Vhen the 
stations are published 'ra;u for 1815, we miss from the roIl 
of fhc Geneoee Conference the following n.mes, which were 
enrolled among the travellin;; preachers for Canada ill the 
appointments for July, 1812, namely :-Edward Cooper, Sibs 
Hopkins, Isaac B. S nit\ ,)olm Reynolds, Joseph G.ltchel, 
Ninian Holtr.c." Enoch Burdoe,h., and Pcter Covenh wen. It 
is a matter of laudable curiosity to Bee what became of the,u. 

149. We take tbem up ill the order in which they have 
been placed. Edward Cooper was appointed to Augusta, 
with John !thodes and Silas Hopkins. Hew long he con
tinueil to travel we knolV not, but we are certain he did nut 
hold on through tbe whole of the war· time. He hod been 
recci<cd into full connexion at the ConJ"erc,;ce in July, 1812, 
and dectcd tG deacon's orders; but as he could not reach the 
scot of Coniercnce, he never received ordination. About the 
orcond year of the wa;hc was found in Kingsto!!, in a back
~liddcn state, pursuing the business of a pedlar, but still with 
a wat JR side to Metbodi,rn, lly George Ferguson, who will 
500n come into notice, and to whom Cooper showed hillisclf 
very kind. Alas! poor, impubive Irishman, we knolV not the 

callS', of thy lilli, nor thy uitilllate fa:e. 

150. Silas Hopkins was tlob colleague of Cooper lit the 
beginning of the war, but the prcci,e time of his dcsistilt~ 

from travelling we arc not informed. He is, in 1812, :11110111; 

those who remain on trial, and it is certain he w"' Itl'Hr 
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received into full connexion. He probably rendered SODIII 

sort of sHviee tbe most of the ",aI" tim~. He is now on the 
Augu.ta Circnit, but some of the Bay, of Quinte people 
informed the writer that he labored on tbal Circuit about their 
period-perhaps, during 1813-14. They .,·presented him 8! 

a very ".ak preacber, scarcely to be tolerated, and tbat he 
returned borne to bis father soon after. He. however. can· 
tinned a local preacher (and lived somewhere about or above 
Burford) till the Episcopal disruption. wben he went off witb 
the brethren who organized that body. He maintained 
religion, we believe, till hiB dying day. 

151. Isaac B. Smith, also, must be reported among th~ 

"lIJissing" from the Conference roll at. the close of the war. 
He located in C In Ida, and probably lived some,vhere in the 
Niagara country. Tbe cause of his retirement is unkno ... n. 
Probably he amI another brotber who had dropped into the 
local ranks during tbe war, tbough tbey remained in the 
couutr)', beiug of American origin. did 80 partly because tbey 
felt the awkwardne,s of their position. As he resumed hi. 
place in the itinerant ranks in after years, he will come into 
notice again. 

1S2, JallO Reynolds was appointed to the Bay of Quinte 
Circuit with Smith at the beginning of the war, and certainly 
c""tinued to labor there during a part of that struggle, for 
bolh he and others left that impression on the writer's mind 
in conversation on the subject. He did not. however. hold on 
quite tbrough that stormy period. Tbe disposal of his case 
is not accounted for in tbe Minutes of the Conference of wbieb 
he was a member. He, therefore. seem's to have discontinued 
like the rest. somewhat irregularly. The Rev. Ezra Ad.m& 
says he located in 1814,. He had received Doae""'S 
orJer;. but fur .ome rcason he had not received Eld o's 
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".'/ers. ne received these last as" local minister, twelve 
yr'r. af-ter. 

:'53. He settled first in the front of Sidney, and taught a 
behool near where hie father-in-law, Mr. Caleb Gilbert, an 01<1 
Methodist of wealth aud respectability, resided. Next, he com
meneM trading with the lndiaus for fur. in the back woods, 

in whiel] it is tbougbt tllat for a time he forgot himself a little. 
He aftei'l<ards establiehed a shop in Belleville, .. bere he 
became iu after oears a successful and wealthy merchant. He 
w,s inlluPlltial and useful in a local sphere, preaclling a great 

malJY funeral Berrnons, and sometimes acting as the Recording: 
Eteward d' the Circuit till 1834., when he beaded the local 
preachers wI,.:> urg:anized the body now known as the" Metho
dist Episcopal Churcb ill Canada," and becaOie their first 
Bishop. He did not, however, travel at lar,~e. IIi. dcalh 
eoincided VelY ncady in point oftime with Ihal of om prillci
pal subject, AI,. Case, to whom in former years be had been 
ordently altaehed. Let U' hope tllat they met in heayen. 

154. JD.eph Gatchell i, another in the list of those who 
c;.mn(Jt b~ found among the itincl'allt.~ on either side of the 

line in I U5. He may prchably be ploced in the same cate
gory with Smith, locatillg partly, pcrhaf:e, on account of tbe 
buspieion that w,mld attnch it"e1f to him as .1 native born 
citizen of the U nittd Sbtes. Hc did not, how,""', retire till 
"wild WH', deadly blast" was nearly "blown;" for :\1r. 
Adams says ,. he was travellill'; in 181·~, when Reynolds, 
located." Art~r Ilis location, he 8eltled at the Thirty on a 
rented filrhl, and then he bought a liltle une of hi. own-Mr. 
Playter 8,,"8,-" on the DunJa, Street." As he resnmed 
travelling atlain afttr SOllie years, he will come under the 

reader's eye nn a future page. 

155. Ninia') H"hnes is the next in order aloon,; those who 
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r.ppenrcd not in the Minutes of 1815. He ~bnds for the 
Niagara Circuit in the published Stations "f 1812; but a" 
DClIsmnre, wl,o wos to have succeeded !Jim on the D~troit, or 
Thames Circuit, removed sometime that year to tbe States, 
:tod certainl:y never went to his appointe'l charge, it i. likely 
:lfr. IInlmes remaine.d in that western country, in which he 
was the only Methodist :lImistcr, and which he supplied wit.h 
the word and ordinances of God till he wos superseded by 

1h. I-lickock in 181.5. 

15G. Mr. I-I. had marded in that country-his wife was" 
:lIiss ::Iewki;'k-and he remained there in the position of a 
lucal minister, in which capacity be waS undoubtedly popular. 
lie owned a little farlD, hut he followed the occupation of 
school.teJehing, in which he excelled. He was greatly beloved 
by his pupils, who, to usc the expression of one who had lived 
there, Ie would give their .eyes fur him." Nor did he cease to 
be meful as a min;;tcr. The intinerants on the Circuit were 
not always in full minbterial orders, and lIlr. H. dispensed 
the ordinances to the people. He also rendered himself of 
great service to the raW young preachers who were sent upon 
the Circuit, by assisting them in their studies; but for him, 
Some of them would not have known their own language 
grammatically. In a word, his whole career was of such .. 
cl,"ractcr as to wio the meue of uoiversal approval from hoth 
preachers and people. 

157. Alas, that his friends and the country should so sooo 
have lost him I He died in 1829, in tbe prime of life, being 
at his demise only forty-four years oJ: age. We copy th~ fol
lowing estimate of his character, and particulars concerning 
his ~eath, from the peo of the Rev. Egerton Ryerson, 

then Editor of the Christian Guardian:-"We have 
received a memoir of the TIe\,. !linian Holmes, a pleasing and 
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;,lgLly respectable clergyman of the Method,st Church of 
Raleigh, River Thames, U. C. It is too long to ghe without 
abridgement. We theref.'l'e present our readers with the fol
lowing extracts, which will ~ive them an interesting but im
perfect account of one of the most amiable and useful men 
that tile mysterious dispensation ()f a wise Providence has 
removed from us. 

HiR. "Speaking of him as a school tllaeller, in which im
portant department he spent upwards of' fifteen years, Ilis 
bio~rapher remarks :-' The pious deportment of our brother 
bad a strong tendency to recommend the religion of the 
Saviour to the children comllJilted to his care, several of whom 
h.ve left the world, and there is good reason to believe they 
are with Christ; others are travellin;; the narrow way. As a 
minister of Chl'ist, hi. manner was easy and natl1ral, and in 
the pulpit remarkably solemn. Much impressed himself with 
bis awful ~barge, he rarely failed to infuse t:,<> same spirit 
into the minds of his hearers. He possessed a remarkable 
faculty of arrestino: attention-not so mu~h by tbe splendor 
of his style, as by bringing them into the immediate presence 
IQf God. His ideas were generally -clear, and so well al'rau~['d 
that the mind was not fatigued in following him.''' His 
biographer ascribe. to him the posgession of a knowlcd~c of 
French and Greek, as well as a thorough English education . 
.. He had brgely explored the fields of natural Rud Illoral 
philosophy, but lDade all bis stadies sabservien( (0 reiigion. 
As a man and a Christian, his manoors were eugaging" 

159. "Mysterious are (he ways of Providence. Sur· 
rounded by a numerous 'Circ~e of friends anJ acquaintances, 
togct11er with an interesting family, consisting of' a wife ant: 

eigl'( children, the eldest of whom had not completed his 
.oeigJ.teenth year; muoh be!ov"d by IIi, brethren, and enjoying 

'I 
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the cOllfidence of his fellow cit:zcn., insomllch tbat even the 
infidel bimself bad appointed him a.n execntor; and with 
1\ prospect of continllen IIsefnlne.s in tIle Chnrch, it pleased 
God to remove him as it were with II .troke. 

160 ... On Sabbath he attended a Quarterly Meeting with 
the African bretbren, at tl .. site of the town of Chatham, 
where he preached from Matthew v. 16, administered the 
I,ord's Supper, and walked home in tbe evening about five 
miles, to all appcarauces enjoying an unusual degree of health. 
Upon Monday he attended his school; in the evening at" 
slipper witb the family. and converRed cheerfully a8 IIsual. 
After family worship he retired to bed; and whild he knelt a' 
prayer he appeared to enjoy a pecnliar manifestatiuD. In" 
short time after he lay down, he complained of an unusual 
pressure in the head. and after a little raised IJimseif lip and 
vOlllited. He spoke but a rew words after, and about three 
o'clock tbe next morning be ceased to oreathe. A physician 
who was called pronounecu it apoplexy. His temporal and 
spiritual <nncnns lVere so well arranged, that he had nothing 
to do bllt to die." Thus terminated the career of one, t 
the purest, most amiabl~, and best qualified of Canada'. 
early Gospel laborers. 

161. The Rev. George Young. 'Yesleyall Minister, Mr. 
IIo]mes's son in law, !OUy8 to the writer in a letter, I~ Hi..; 

t .. mb in the old church.yard. Dalson'. n"ighhorhood, neal' 
Chatham, C. \V., bears the following inscription :_' In 
memory of the Rev. Nirian Hol.me" who died May th ... 
5th, 1829, aged 44 year., As a ~rillis'.r of the Gospel, 
his talents were peculiar, in the exerci.e of which he dis. 
played lively affection ana deep concern to promole tiro 
happiness of man. Cons"'luently big labollrs lVere approved 
and blest. This limall monu.meol is erected hy the voluntary 
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!ubscription of a numbe; of persons, who, deeply regretting 
the 108s of so valuable a Minister, desire to perpetuate bi~ 
lIJemory. • B1e,sed are Ihe dead wbo die in the Lord.'" 

162. We take up anotlier of tbe class nnder consideration. 
Enoch Burdock. or Buruick. must 1I0t be confounded with his 
brother. the .Rev. Caleb Burdick, who lived in the same 
region of countfy·-fi .. ct at Long Point. and after some years 
remo'l"ed to thc township of .lIlabhide. wllerc he resided till his 
death. wbir.h occnrred so lately as July 2, 1858, who, it is 
said, sODJ~times travelled, (stopping so!::e of the nnmerous 
gaps in the Minntes, which we now know not how to fill up,) 
and who was admitted, after tl.e period uf which we write. to 
orders as a local deacon hy Bishop George. This second 'Ir. 
Burdick was the fatLer of tbe wiie of the Rev. Samuel Rose's 
youth. who went early to God. To which of tl,ese belongs 
the honour of leading our distinguished Canadian orator, 
Wi.liam Ryerson, to Chist, we are not sure. Some ascribe 
it to one, and some 10 the other. We are sure it was one or 
the other. Mr. Caleb Burdick will come into view again, at 

present we are coccerned with Enoch. 

163. How long' Enoch Burdick continued to travel after 
tbe war beg'an, we hu,·e not ascertained precisely. The ap
pointments fbr 1812 leave l,irr on the Aneaster and Lonp; 
l'o;nt Circuit, on the western member of which he most prob
Rbly resided .. The Rev. Ezra Adams, who will S00n come 
into sight, says in a letter to the author, ,,[ foulld Burdick 
located in Oxford," (his original home) in 1814," that w"s 
tbe speond year of the war. Hp seems never to have removed 
from that borne, till he removed finally to the United Statrs 
at the close of th war. E'ome acc-ounts say h(' itinerated in 
that country, others that he remained in a local ,pheTC. A 
relative by marriage says he 6c~tled near Buffalo. N. Y. He 
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camc over to Canada, I,is "piritu"1 birthplace. in 1820, and 
preached in several places in tl"e country with powe ful effect, 
Farther we cannot trace tbis good lJIan and good preacher. 
We know where goodnL's,;; receives its reward. 

164. PETER CONOVER, we think from all that can be le.rord, 
desisted pretty early in the course of the war. lIe manied and 
settled in the township of Trafalgar, ncar the River Credit, 
where he fullowed the ocoupation of farming, and wbcre La 
continued to reside till he died. He was much esteemed 
among those who knew him. For a time he preached as .. 
local preacher. During a goou many of the last years of his 
life I,e was, if we mistake not, scarcely regarded as a preacher 
at all. But he remained a member of the main central body 
of )Iethodists to the last. His ruling passion was shown in 
death, by bequeathing a liberal sum to Wesleyan Missions. 
His early affection for Elder Case was not forgotten. He 
died without issne. His relict, we believe, is yet alive, and 
resident near Oakville, Peace to the memory of lowly Peter 
Conover I 

165. Beside those who located in Canada, whose cases we 
have considercd, G. ,Yo Densmore, N. Bangs, S. Luckey, J. 
F. Chamberlain, and Robert Hic,bard requira to be accounted 
fur. To this task we now address ourselves. 

1G6. The case of GEORGE 'VASHINGTON DENSMORE eeem8 a 
little difficult of ducidation, the accounts ,of it are so couflict
inf'o It is morally certain 'he went not to I is appointment on 
the Thames, which was ,upplied by Holme"s remaining there j 
and it is positively ccrtain th,' >,is namc appcal'~ in the Min· 
utes of the Genesee Cunfu",ncc fur 1813, as appointed to the 
Broom Circuit, Oneida District, of which Mr. Case Was then 
tbe Presiding Elder. The Rev. John Ryerson, who although 
aot a member of ~he Church till after the war, obtained early 
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mformation of sucn matters, says "that Densmore availed 
himself of the Governor', proclamation, grantin,; American 
citizens a free egress out of the Province, and left for the 
United States." The Rev. Ezra Adams, however, who be"an 
to labor on a Circuit in 1814, says in a letter to us, ., I think 
tbat Densmore travelled the year out, and part of 1813." 
Since writing the ahove, we hal'e found a published letter of 
tbe late Rev. Andrew Prindle, who itinerated in the Provineo 
through the war, in which he says. "~Ir. Densmore left in 
1812, under the proclamation, as an alien." 

167. We incline to the opinion that I,e remained in 
the Province dnring a part of the war-time for the 
following reasons :-I.'irst, because of the incident picked 
up and recorded by the Rm·. Jas. Hughes: "Some weeks 
ago, inquiring of Fatber Van i{urman about the past, he said, 
• Corne, and I will show vou the spot where Peter Vannest 
lodged for a night bet.ween two pine trees. having lost his way 
in tbe forest,-of course I looked at the spot, but how 
changed I the wilderness has become a fruitful field, and the 
then trackless forest has tbe Great W c,tern Railroad passing 
within a (ew rod. of the spot where the pine trees sheltered 
Vannest for a night. He then askerl me if I had known G. 
W. Densmore? I replied in the Ilegative. but that I hod seen 
his name in the early Minutes of Conference. Well, he was 
travelling on horse-back, at the commencement of the war of 
1812, through t1lC lonely paths of those days, when he was 
suddenly aeeosted hy an Indian, who looked sharply in his 
face with the ominou" words, • You he Yankee,' then laying 
his hand heavily on hi, thigh, anu feeling of it, said, • Yeu be 
good to cat.' However, GcorJc \Vashington Dens[uore was al
lowed to escape being made a cnnllibal feast, but though the 
interview did not terminate his mortal life, yet it did his 111in-
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iSlerial earelr in Canada, as he "ou~ht and obtained an oppor. 
tunity, without unnecessary delay. of returning 10 the United 
States." We incline to the opinion that he stayed awhile, 
also, for the following relson, the Minutes give him only two 
Canadian Circuits, the AnelStcr, &e., and the Detroit, or 
Thames j and yet the writ,. is eerbin that be beard of 
his labors in the Bay of Quinte country, about Belleville, on 
both sides of the nay; and he thinks tho people told him it 
was war time. He might easily have gone on for a time in a 
place like Ihat, so remote from the lines, although an American 
citizen. He is remembered in Sidney and Ameliasbur;;h as 
a very lively and pushing man, who would cross the Bay in 
any sort of a craft that offered sooner than miss his appoint. 
ments. Once he and two of the sons of " Father Gilbert," 
Stephen and Caleb, received a' ducking' by tbe upsetting 
of their canoe j an accident that was mostly owing to Mr. 
Densmore's own playfulness. The boys Iikel hi. company, 
how much soever, they may, or . may not have Leen edified 
by it. 

168. From the period of ~Ir. Densmore's return to the 
States, till the organization of the Oneida Conference, into 
which he fen upon that event, he labored on the Wyoming, 
Lebanon, Manliu-, Chenan;;o, Cayu;;a, Homer, Marcellus, 
Oswego, and Fabius Circuits. His remaining itinerant 
labors were bestowed on the Fabius, }lanliu". Cayuga, and 
Danby Circuits. In 183o, after about twenty-six years of 
toil in the Gospel fiell, the little man located, to shift for 
himself as best he could, without cODnexional aid, during 
his declining years. Huw he fared after' his itinerant 
labors closed, we regret exceedmgly that we have never 
learned. The Rev. Dr. Peck pronounces him, while in the 
effee:ive ranks, "a working man, and successful; an 
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...... uent a.un powerful preacher," and says that" the 'Work 
pl.Jspe~ed upon his charges." 

169. A. to the case of Nathan Bangs, Samuel Luckey, 
anJ J. F. Chamberlain, it is explained by one or the three, 
Ih,· Rev. Dr. Luckey, in a letter to Dr. Bang's biographer. 
"Mr. Asbury found it difficult to get men to supply the 
WOlk in Canada, in consequence of the threatened ruplure 
bel ..... <len the United States and England. Rev. J. Scull,. 
preD.,ber at Quebec, and Rev. J. Mitchell, at ~rontreal, 

dooh:ted returning to Canada. :I'Iir. 8'lllS0U, the Presiding 
Wder. had left his work and never returned to it. Con
sideriug Canada as 1I1is,ionary ground, ~Ir. AsbHY would not 
appoi,,( any but volunteers to it; and under the circumstan
ces bu found it difficult to get any to volunteer. Rev. T_ 
Burch, who was a j~rit.ish subject, agreed to go to Qnebec. 
Seeing be reluetanc" of others, Dr. Bangs, afL dcclining the 
offer 01 the appointllle.,t, magnanimously volunteered to fi'l 
the oth" vacancy at :I'IIontre,1. This was a noble example to 
men of tuferinr claims. He bad reacbed a position wbicl, 
would se.,nre to him any onC of the best appointments in the 
States. rlut with eli; justly-merited position, he snrrendered 
aU claim u a privileged appointment, in order to meet the call 
of the wor~ where others refused to go. He was accordiugly 
appointed ~ Hontreal, with the charge of the Lower Canada 
District. Toe preachers appointed to that field were at Mon
treal, Natll •. n Bangs; Quebec, Thomas Burch; Ottawa, Robert 
Hibbard; (,4,l!'rancis River, S~muel Luckey andJ. If. Cham· 
berlain. }"'It none of these were able to reach their appoint
ments exce~.t ~ibbard and Barc!,. 'fhe former was drowned 
_non after it .. attempting to cross the St. Lawrence, and the 
lalter took Marge of tbe Church i ~ 1I100t1'eal, being protected 
as a subject df the British Govemment. Lnckey and Cham
IIcrlain, bei •• , nnable to cross the line with safety, found 
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employment· in the regular ,vork in Vermont, within the N"w 
England Conference. Dr. Bangs from the same impedilllent, 
found himself far separated from his associates, and without a 
definite field of lahor. He did not remain idle, however. 

He was employed by tbe PI'esiding Elder on Croton Circuit, 

where be did effective .erviee." 
170. The failure of Mr. Bangs to re.ch his appoinlmen' 

was a great loss to Canada; durinz his al.ence from this coun· 

try he had proved himself a superior man as a preacher, 

administrator of the discipline, ecclesiustical legislator, and 

writer in defense of lI1ethodism. Had be enterecl the province 

a~ain, he would have been likely i.O have remained, Ds 

it was the borne of his wife and his own spiritual birth· 

place; in whicb event, the gain. to Canadian :\Jcth· 
odism would have been of inea/culable importance. Hi. 
subsequent career is familiar to all who are acquainted 
witb tbe hi.tory of American Methodism, it bein~ inti· 

mately connected witb I.he rise ahd progress of the Metho. 

dist Bpiscopal Cburch. He afterwards became l're.idillg 

Elder, Book Agent, Editor of Connexiollal Journals, President 

of lIIlddletown University, and only just escaped king a 
Bishop. '< Tbe last entry but one in his journal was made 011 

his birth.day. lie wrote in " very legible hand, • May, 2, 

1860. This day I am eighty.two years of age. My health 

and strength hu'\'e mucb improved within two or three yea .. 
past, for whicb I desire to praise God. My proce Bows like 
a river, and I feel contented with my lut in the word.'" He 
passed tdumph"ntly away in the month of April of the fol
lowing year. One of bis joyous utteranres was expresslld ill 
tbe following poetic lilies: 

" The promised land, from Pisgah's top, 
"I now exult to l:ie!', 

"My hope is fu I (0 glorious hope) 
U Of immo tality! • 
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171. J. F. CHAMBERLAIN'S case, as he \lever labored in the 
Jouniry at all, we may dispose of in a very few Jines. He 
8tood connected with the New York Conferer.ce, into which 
be had only been received on trial. In 1813 he turn' lip in 
tbe New England Conf.rence. At the end of tlJOt year he 
was recoived into full connexion, and stationed at Athens; 
in 1815 at Vienna; in 1816 at Portsmouth j in 1817 he 
received Elder's orders, and was stationed at Scurboro'; 
in 1818 at Poland. At the end of that year he located. 
We have not looked to see whether he ever returned or nut. 
He was a mediocre preacher. 

li2. Rev. SAMUEL LUCKEY, D.D., is yet alive, at d hold
ing an effective relation, we think, to the East Genesee 
Conference. He, therefore, scarcely yet belongs to history. 
This canon of literary propriety, however, would not have 
reatrained us from giving the particulars of his course since 
1812, if we had not been disappointed in getting materi.ls 
for a worthy presentation of it. Suffice it to "ay, that be 
has auorn~d his ruinisterial officc; has been in labors ahun
dant; has won ac·.demic honors; and has been City Pustor, 
Presiding Elder, Principal of an Academy, and Conne"ional 
Editor. We shall, before our work is cnded, have to intro
uuce him once more to the readers, woen we hopt) tc give 
further particulars. 

173. ROBERT HIBBARD'S melancholy fate has Leen referred 
to. He had labored the two preceding years along the St· 
Fr.ncis River, whcre he bad accomplished much good, 
and where, among others, a. young man was converted under 
his ministry, who came to the as.istance of the work in Upper 
Canada before the war was over, whose acquaintance the 
feader will make presently. He was this year changed to 
t\~ .Ottaw.. His Circuit being a long way fro!D the lilies 

!i2 
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be was not disturbed by "the rude alarms of waging war." 
He pursued his appropriate Circuit work till the month of 
October. wheo, hearing that the St. llraneis Circuit was 
vacant, in which he felt a great interest, from tbe fact that he 
lmd organized it, aod had many 'pc ritual children there, and 
feeling, it is ,aid, a great attachment to the locali'y, as being 
the abode of one for whom he cherished a still more tender 
regard, he projected a visit to his friends in tbat vicinity. 
This lady. who received a lettel' of condolence from poor 
Hibbard's mother, is still alive, though veTy aged. 

174. He started on the 7th of October. " On his way, 
in the River St. Lawrence, some distance below Montreal, 
he was unfortunately drowned in attempting to cross the 
ferry, on the 10th of Oetoher, 1812. His horse escaped to 
the shore, but the last that was seen of him, be was sinking 
with hia arms extended towards heaven. The most dili
gent search was made for his hody, hut it could not he 
found. 

1~5. "Before he set out on his intended visit, and on 
his way, he appeared to have a presentiment of his approach. 
ing dissolution: he was unusually serious and solemn, and 
spoke lliuch upon the nearness of death, and tbe grent 
necessity of heing ollvays ready, as also of his pleasing hope 
of heaven. With the.e views, feeling<, and sentiments, 
he entered the w:ltery 1!ruyc, to rise again to glorious immor .. 

tali,y at the h,t day." So far the ~linutes i further par
ticulars we never learned. Since writing the above, the 

author has been to tbc :--' t. Francis country, and learned from 
an aged Metbodist, ~J r. Fowler, that it was in the Richiilcu 
Hi\'er that he was drowned; and that the body of a drowned 

man, supposed to be his, "as fuund after some timn, and 
Luried hy a person en, played hy his friends. It was a gl".l&t 
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blow to the Ottawa frienos. who mourned him as an only 
son. This tragic death clo.os the account of those who 
disappeared from the Jist of Canaalan laborers during 
the war. 

176. Besid"s those mentioned, who properly stood asso
ciated with one or other of the two Canada Districts, we 
have to say that the appointee to one of the two border 
Circuit_, Stanstead, we incidentally learn, went not to his 
charge, so that it had to be supplied by temporary provision 
from this side of the lines. The preacher referred to was 
Leonard Bennett. Although he never labored in Canada 
at all, yet as his name appears in connection with it, and as 
it is natural to feel curious to know somewhat about him, 
we propose doing for him what we did for Mr. Chamberlain 
in similar circumstances, especially as it is made easy by a 
short memoir contained in tbe Minutes, which w~ adopt. 

177 .• , LEONARD BENNETT was born in Dublin, Ireland, 
June 16th, 1786; born again, June 16th, 1806 j landed in 
ADlerica, June 16th, 1807 j "nd joined the Methodist 
travelling ministry, June 16th, 1810. His son, who was 
with him in his la.t sickness, says tbat it was s80rt and dis
tressing. Fur several weeks before his lost sickness be 
endured much bodily fatigue and mental excitement in 
attending and watchi ng over his beloved consort, in what 
was considered at (hat time her last sickness. The com
mencement of his disease was a bilious, intermittent fever, 
which terminated in congestion of the bowels, producillg 
mortification. He was not considered to be in a dangerous 
condition until twenty.four hourF before his death. lIe 
was, bowever, resigned to his fate, and relt himself ready 
to IDeet his sumn. ons, let it come when it might. At (he 
time he was rrceived into tbe New Englanq Conference 
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1810, tho whole, or nearly the whole, of New Englund, Waa 

ewbraced in the field of his labors. lIe was stationed in 
Unity, ~. II.; in 1811, Bridgewater. N. Ir.; 1812. St,m,'ead, 
Lower Canada. but did not go to hi. app1l1.1tlmfllt Lfcause 

if the lcar with England; 1813 and b14. Scarborou;:h, 
Naine; 1815, Poland, Naine; ]816 and ]817. Ashburnham, 
~.Ia'".; HH8 and 1819, Toland, Conn.; 1820 and 1821, 
Wellfleet, Mass.; ]822, Chatham; 1823, Fairha"en; 1824 
anJ 182;:;, Provincetown; 1826, Salisbury, Nass.; 1827 and 
1828, Salem, N. fl.; 1829 and 1830, P"pland; 1831, 
Rochester; 1832. Pemhroke, N. H.; anrl at the fullowin!; 
Conference, be was placed among the superannuated, which 
relation to tbe connexion 1:0 sustaiued till taken to his reward. 
In 184~. he removed to the state of Illinois, and thence to 
l,eaven."", 

178. Perhaps in thiB connection. before we proceed to 
consider the management of the work in the two Canad .. 
Districts proper, we had better dispose of Ihe case of the 
other border Circuit, Dunham, and the laborer~ upon it. 
It 8eems to have heen exempt, for a time at least, trom tlwB" 
results of a state of war which accrued to other parts of 
the Canada work. 'Y c bave seen that two hrethren were 
appointed at tte be~inning of the Val' \0 this Cirenit. Johu 
T. Addams and 'V m. Ros~, who for a time were allowed 
to work without interruplion. A word or two with regal'd 
to each of' Ihese minister., who seem to have supplied Stan 
stead as well as Dunham Circuit. 

179. JOHN T. Annoys had been received on tri.l in thQ 
New York Confereree, one year hefore our pr~S"Dt date, 
(1811,) and had lahored that year on the Malone Cireuit 
not f.r from our Province line. lie .tayed out the year 
1812-13, in the Dunham Circuit. IIe wa. also appointed 
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to it for the next. COllference )ear, (U1l3-14) and remained 
Ihat likewbe for aught we know to Ihe contrary. 

180. WILLIA~l Ross was a promising young man, who 
had just been received on trial, also in the New York 
Conference. His official obituary says, ., He was born 
February 10th, 1792, in Thyringham, Mass. In his seven
teenth year he was br~ugbt to a knowledge of the trulb, und 
iu bis twentieth year he entered the ministry, M,'. Ross 
was a mau of grcat modesty and diffidence; of talents, as a 
minister of' Christ, above mediocrity; and he frequently 
delivered the truths of the Gospel with great eloquence 
nnd effect." 

181. The Rev, Dr. Fetch Reed, who travelled On the 
Dunham Circuit a few years after the war was over, says, 
that .' with the exception of two or three appointments in' 
Vermunt, the Circuit lay almost wholly within Lower Can
ada." It was, however, partly in both countries. It seems 
that by a sort of convention between the people and authori
ties on the two sides of the line, which is here not a natural 
but a conventional boundary, tbings religious were allowed, 
to proceed much as they had done in times of peace. Mr, 
Addams, we have seen, was permitted to labor on two years 
without disturbance, Mr. Ross was less fortunate, bring 
forced by tbe fo])owing event, which is narrated by Dr· 
Rced, to remove before the first y~ar was ended. 

182. Here is the Doctor's account of tbe matter :-" That 
precious man (f God, Wm. Ross, who died in holy triumph 
while yet iu tbe fiuBh of early manhood, was on the Circuit in 
1812, when war was declared by the U oited States against 
Great Britain. He was a])owed to pro.ecutc his work fur 

'some time, wilhout molestation from any om. Preaching ono 
evening in the town of Stanhridge, where waS n large society 
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of strict Calvinistic B'ptbt., lIe ,li;cuB3ed the question of 
the possibility of fidlingf,."m gt"llCe. In an.wer to the fre
quent assertion thaI, thuugh a Clui.lian lIIight Lll away for a 
time, he could not dic till he was rc,tored, he replied, .. In 
that case, sin is a sure preservative of life; and if you would 
furnish me" ith an army of five thousand bacl,.lidden Chris
tians, and they could be k,ptfrom praying, I could conquer 
the world; for 110 bullet could touch th~m as long as they nould 
be kept from prayCl"" This his Baptist hearers did not at all 
relish, an,l the next day some of them reported him to the 
commanding efficer of the district, affirming that Mr. Ross 
had declared, in a public congregation, that with five thousand 
troops be could easily conquer all Call ada. This of course 
was not to be allowed. Shortly after, the officer waited on tbe 
preacher and informed him t1,at he must either take tbe oatb 
of allegiance, or at once plo. beyond the lines. He chose the 
latter. This reminds Ille of a singular feature of the country 
which I noticed as I passeu around the Circuit, and which I 
could not at first account for. Very frequently I observed 
small clearings of f!"Om five to ten or fifteen ocres, entirely 
overgrown with weeds and hushes. I learned afterwards tbat 
they had formerly been occupied by filluilie5 frotll the States, 
left to begin the world anew elsewhere. These forsaken botlles 
belonged to persons who, when the war commenced, were 
required to swear allegiance to tbe goverument or lcave the 
Province. They were very numerous, and gO-ve to tb~ 
,country a very desolate appearance." 

183. The same writer shows in the following extract, Sume. 

what how matters were managed during that critical pCrlod : 
.< I was told of an interesting incident, perhaps worth relating, 
which occurred on the dividing line between Vermont and' 
Canada, during thp. war ot'1812. 1\.. i. Ilsual at such timcs, 
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the prootice oi smuggling was carried on by both parlies, and 
great quantities of contraband goods passed to and fro, in 
spite of vigilant, keen.eyed officials. To facilitate in some 
way this unlawful business, a large building was erected direetly 
upon the national line, as far as migbt be from the usual 
routes of travel. The idea was conceived and carried into ex
ecution of holding a Quarterly Meeting in this bnilding, to 
accommodate brethren in Canad., who by the war had been 
cut off from their accustomed public means of grace. Herc 
they could meet and worsbip with Ibeir Yankee brethren, with
out lea"ing their own territory. A largc company assembled in 
the honse-the Yankees on the south side of the line, and the 
Canadians on the north-and yct in a compact congregation. 
The PresidiDg Elder was the Rev. Samuel Draper, an earnest, 
wide-awake man," aDd one with a tender remembrance of 
CaDada. " He and the Circuit preachers were present, and 
such a seaSOD of refreshing had not often been elljoyeu. No 
ODe crossed the liDe, yet they passed very closely On both 
sides, aDd never was there a heartier hand.shaking than on 
that occasioD-nominal belligerent" but real, heartrelt friends 
aDd brethren. The Love-feast, I judge, was a great occasion 
-one that could not be forgotten." The author, in a late 
visit to the Eastern Townships, learned that the ruins of 
several of tbese receptacles for smuggling goods arc still 
staDdiDg. 

184. Although what was called a four. weeks' (Jircuit when 
tbe war begaD-that is, a Circuit for two laborers-it -loes not 
appear that more than one continued to lahar upon it after 
Mr. Ross' removal. Only Mr. Addams was appoilJt<ld in 
lSI:!. We suspect afiairs lecame lLlore embroiled as the War 
contiDued j /01' at the Conference of 1814. Duuh,ul1 docs not 
appear on the list of Circuits in the lIlinutes i aJld the Casada 
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part of it was left to be provided for by the Presiding Elder 
un tbis side. or to sbift fiJI' itsclf. Perhaps some ligbt will 
penetrate tbis obscurity as we proceed. 

185. Before turning to the main part of tbe Canada work. 
tbe reader will expect some account of the after-course of 
Messrs. Addoms "nd Ross, with whom we now part com
pany. 'Tbe story of the former, Mr. Addom., is soon told. 
He is returned located in tbe ~linute8 of the ~cw York 
Confe~enee for 1815. Most likely his labors had been 
interrupted by tbe war before tbe Conference Ylar, 1814-15, 
was expired, and tbat he turned his attention to some 
business for bis support, which be diJ Il'Ot find it convenient 
to leave. Addoms was li·on. Middlebury, in Vt., and so 
demonstrative as to be called "Crazy Adams." We inquire 
no furt.her concerning him. 

186. or Mr. Ross we have a better account, and fuller 
data j for he died in tbe work, although, alas, he died young. 
We shall herpafter fino tLat he did not lose interest in tbe 
field of his Canada labor. The :llinntes say of him;
"He continued the work with various and great acceptance, 
often through much ofibction, until his death, whicb hap
pened on tbe 10th cf February, 182*. In all the stations 
which he filled, he was highly respected, and cordially 
received by the people i and during his last year cspeeially 
be was peculiarly favored with the blessing of the Lord on 
bis labors. He was mucb beloved and J:E3pected by his 
acquaintances as a Christian and a Minister, and sillcerely 
lamented in his death. He died in Brooklyn, Long I,land, 
in the thirty.third year of 11is a."c, alld four'centh of his 
ministry." Thus lived, and laboured, and rell at his post, 
.. nc of that very superior class of men, who broke up our 
Illorol soil in Canada. 
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157. Before nolicin:,; the general course of events con
nlAlted w:th Methodism in Canada during tbe war, it will 
bUl!ome us to give some account of the one stranger from the 
United States, who holds thp honorable distinction of having 
entered the country just as the trouble was beginning, and 
remained at his post till it bad passed away. That individual 
was the Rev. THOMAS BURCH. We naturally feci curious 
to know the antecedents of such a man. These we are 
happy we are in circumstances to give. 

188. "He was born in tbe County Tyrone, Ireland, 
August 30, 1778, and was the eldest son of Thomas and 
Eleanor Burcb. His parents were members of the Church 
of En/¥and, and were much respected by tbeir neighhours. 
His father, who was a man of superior talents, died when 
'fhomas was quite young, and left behind him many who 
Illmented his death. 

189. "In the year 1801 our subject was awakened to a 
sense of his lost condition under the searching appeals of 
that eminent servant of GoJ, Gideon Ousley, the succe,sful 
Irish Missionary, who frequently preached on borse-back 
in tbe market.places. He immediately gave lJis heart to 
God, and was justified by grace, through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Soon after, his mother, sister., and brother, 
were made partakers of the Bame Llessing, and they formed 
a nucleu., around wbich hundreds of others were Boon clus
tered. They all became members of the Methodist Society· 

190. "On the 5th 01 June, 1803, he arrived in tbe United· 
States." They "cttled in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 
in the nei;!hborhood of Boehm's Chapel, which h., almost 
become classic in Methodist story. The year after his 
arrival he was licensed to preach, and in 1805 he was ad
lItitted on trial in the Philadelphia Cooference. This was 
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a famous neighbourbood for sending out preachers, lin lesE 
than ten having been recommended to the work from that 
Circuit, of which number was his brother Robert. FoUl 
out of the ten labored in Canada, J ew~II, Aikens, and J ameE 
Mitchel, as well as Thomas Burch The three last named 
were Irishmen. We erroneously placed ~Ir. Jewell among 
the list of Hibernians, and ha.ten to rectify our mistake. 
Burch graduated to the office of deacon and elder in the regu· 
lar way, preacbing in the mean time with great acceptanc~ 

and power. 

191. .' Such was the confidence reposed in him by 
his bretbren that he waS elected a member of tbe 

'first delegated General Conference of 1812, wb~cb wae 
beld in the city of New York. Soon after its adjourn. 
ment he was stationed at Montreal, Lower Canada, and 
continued there, occasionally visiting Qncbec during the 
war between tbis country and Great Britain." He was 
designated to Qllebec, but Bangs not going to Montreal, 
according to appointment, for very obvious reasons, be made 
tbat city his hcadquarter~. It was no small boon to the 
Methodist cause in that city to obtaill a man of such ster
ling piety, mature experience-being a man thirty-four years 
of age, all:1 an elder of seven veor. standing in the ministry
and a preacher of such respectable talents: and to f'njoy his 
labors for threc whole years. 

192. The distance, the want of facilities for travelling at 
that time, t06ether with the draft that Montreal made upor. 
his timc and attention, made it very difficult for Mr. Burch 
to visit Quebec very often. Mr. Langlois says he only went 
., once or twice the first season," after which he discontinued 
his visits altogether, consequently, the Society, which num. 
bered forty when t'le War commenced, accordin~ to the f.aruQ 
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nuthority, by having no r~glllar pastoral carB, dwindled within 
two years to twenty. An old local preacher from Europe. 
not very well ant'lentieated, was their only preacher for a time. 
On the arrival of the l03rd regiment, a clerk of the paymas
ter. a Mr. Web.,ter, was found to be a Methodist. and a very 
capable local preacher. was invited by Messrs. Shea and Lang
lois, the two leading member; of t.he Society (tbe former tbe 
Steward and the latter the Leader), to preach to tbeir little 
~ongregation. which be did with good effect. Abs lor human 
infirmity, Il,is gave great off"nce to the old pr~achcr first men
tioned. At first the work of preaching was divided between 
him aDd the newly arrived. Soon. however. tbe poor 0111 man 
withdrew altogether. Then Mr. Web.ter preached three 
times a week-twice on each Sabbatb, and once throu:,;h tl;e 
Course of the week. The C·lUse was revivIld, some were con
verted, and some additions were made to the society. In 
1813. tbe regiment removed and left them without a preacher. 
In tbis I;lmergency. Mr. Langlois. the Leader. bein:; impres
sed by the Spiril of God, and urged by his friends, began 
himself to preach. God gavc him favor ill the sight of the 
people and fruit. and for" period of eight months. the society 
was w~olly in hili hands. Here we leave thll Q'lebec people 
for the present. and turn our atten tion to the we. tal'll part 
of the work. 

193. Before taking up that subject. however, tbe curious 
read·cr migbt be desirous to learn what bcc~me of"Mr. Web
ster. the preachin;:; milit .. y man. In answer to which 
we have to say, be remained in the army till the close of 
the war. which found him in the neighborbood of Cornwall. 
11",. a time he resided, "ud we think taught a school 011 

B .. rnhardt's Island, in the St. Lawrence. where he inarried 
;-0 a very fe"peola-blll family. and where he proaohed with 
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great acccptaLility, ~nd was l11ainly instrumental iu r~lsmg a 
little society on that beautiful SP')t, which, ala', ha, h~en lon~ 
since dispersed. After some time hc removed up near !)rcs
cott. When the British Mis,ionarie' COllle firs~ into the 
Province, he took pelft with them anr! lab,rcd under their 
auspices. When they removed, he ,li,I not, '" th"ir people 
werc expected to do, unite with the American R"cielie" but 
preached independently. When lIIr. Ryan's uivi,ion took 
place. he took part with its promote'", and for" time was a 
gllasi member of the" Canadian vVesleyan" Conference. 
ITc did not, however, remain IOil~ with them. 'Vbc!! tbe 
" Union" of lSJ 3 t ),k pLICJ between the C"ooda and British 
Conferences, he gHe it hi, adlre,ion, and if he did not bccome 
a member, which we think he did. his wife and eider children 
joined the Wesleyan :\Icthodist Church. But he had little 
weight of moral character in the estillllte of thos.! who knew 
him. At length he left the country ,udde,tly allu was nevcr 
heard of morc. I-lis going wn;;; the result of some lIIal~prac. 
tices iuto which he hail fallen in executing the functions of a 
Government office which he held. His his~')fy is a loud com
lUent on Ihe inspired adillonition,-" L"t him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest. he f"II." 'Webster was well· 
educateu and well.read; he hA a large and wel'·assorted 
theo1o.:;ieallibrary, and ;va-; an ingcnitlu-; sermonizer; and had 
h'3 preserved his inte6rity, he might have b:.'en very useful. 
We leave llim in the han us of the impartial and merciful 
J auge of quick and dead. 

194. Tile oruering of mat,ers cunnccted with Methodism 
in Upper Canada, and in Lower Canada also, s') t'ar at least 
as )Olontreal and Ottawa Wel'C C'Jnc :rncu, if 1I0t other place. 
h('~:acs! now ucvolvlJd upon thIJ U peer Cann.ela i)residing 
Elder, tbe nev. Nathan Bang;, tlle Lower C.llIada Pr!> 
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siding Elder, as we have seen, having failed to reach the 
Provillce. This officiary, it will be remembered, was the 
Rev. Henry Ryan, who had beeu in the itineraut 
ministry twelvc yean, and in the office of Presiding Elder 
two years. In sO.lie respects he was well adapted to the 
smergency: he was strong, active, bold, zealons and persever
ing. He was also authoritative,' and pO'Ee~sed a certain kinu 
of executive ability. But we are inclined to think that his 
impulsivenes', wilful arbitrariness, want of delicacy in expres
sion, made him ratber an intolerant ecclesiastical ruler. 'Ve 
heard the Rev. Andrew Prindle, many years after, speak with 
bitterness of the (, hi;;h.handed ,·rgime of old Harry Ryan." 
A 'survivor, who labored under him during a part of the war
time, (the Rev. Ezra Adams,) says, in a letter to the author, 
"Upn was friendly and influential among the people, but 
son,e of the ministers thought him arbitrary." An incident 
lias been handed down to us, through tbe descendants of 
., F "ther Caton," of Dundas Street, which embraced the writ
ing Df "very cruel letter f!"Om the Presiding Elder to the 
meek anrl Quakerized John Rhudes, the terms of which, for 
the bonor of religion, we suppress, "hich goes to show that the 
case of those left under his irrp.sponsible authority wao not 
very enviable. An instance of his arhitrary way of adminis
lering discipline, even toward the laity, was recited to us by 
the venerable George Lawrence, of the" Cross Road~," near 
Niagara, one of the Irish Palatines, and brother of John. 
&Irs. Philip Embury's second husband, of which Mr. I,owrenee 
Was hilr.sel!' the subject. But the good-temper and firmness 
of the Leader carried it against the headlong vehemence of 
tbe Elder. 

195. But if he was not always a wise governor, be was cer
tainly a faithful laborer j and especially he evinced himself 
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to be Buch during the war period. The ReI'. E. Adams ~a}". 
"IIe used to travel from Montreal to Sandwich, holding 
Quarterly Meetings; to accomplish which hc kept two horses 
at his home at the Twenty Mile Creek, and used one on his 
trip from the Niagara Circllit on his down county route; the 
other he used on his Sandwich route." As his income was 
very small and precarious, he eked out the sum necessary to 
support his family by peddling a manufacture of his own in 
llis extensive journeys, and by hauling with his double team 
in winter tim o , on his return route from Lower Canada, loads 
of Government stores, or general mrrl'hanc.lise. Such were the 

shifts to which Methodist Preachers had to resort, in order to 
sustain themselves in a work they would not desert. Mr. It.. 
by hi. loyalty, gained the cor,tidence and admiration of all 
friends of British supremacy, and by his abundant and heroio 
labors, the affections of the flod·.fearing part of the community 

196. But these we'e not his ollly sources or influence. 
lIe had a rough. and-ready, but real oratory, most admirably 
adapted to hi. auditors. He felt strongly and could make 
others feel. He could be ter, ilie if he liked; and he knew 
how to melt the people into tenderness. while he addressed 
them, with floods of tears. He was communicative and IiI-ely 
in private conversation, intCl'estinp; with the ludicrous aspects 

of the checkered .cenes through which he had passed. Per
haps he was a little too fOlld of that, but .till it was tllc 
meanS of endearing him 10 the ruany. Hyuo was also witt.v, 
and had a ready answer for every bantering remark. Some 
wicked fellows are said to have asked him "if he had beard 
the oows1" "What news 1" "Why, that the devil is 
dead." "Then," said he, looking around on tbe company, 
"he has left a great many fatherless children." Some tillies 
hiB answers assumed more of n defiant than n witty character. 
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On entering a public hOUBC one day,·alow fellow, who knew 
him from his costume to be a minister, thinking to insult him 
with impunity, remarked aloud, while he placed his hand in 
his pocket, " There comes a Methodist Preacber; I must take 
earA of my money." Ryan promptly resented it by 8aying,
"You are an impudent scoundrel." "Take care," said thc 
man, " I canna I swallow that." "Then chew it till you can I"~ 
was Ryan's fearless reply. There was often wisdom in hi. 
courage. Once, in a tavern, he observed that the more than 
nsual amount of profane swearing and blasphemy was evi
dently perpetrated to annoy him and to draw him into an 
altercation. He let it pas! in silence, tiI1 observing one more 
officious in tbe mattcr than the re.st., evidently with his 
reproof, he 'turned and accosted him in the following ironical 
.. ay,-" That is right: swear away my man; you have a, 
good a right to be damned as anyone I know of! Go on, 
and you will accompli;h your purpose!" This was doubt. 
less more harrowing and effectual than a milder and more 
direct reproof. But if he could ah.te the pride of the 
haugbty, he knew how (0 sympathize with bumble and con· 
trite 0:l6S. I shall never forget bis kindnesR in that he 
lumed aside into a destitute neighbourhood, about the very 
time of which we write, on one of bis western journeys, 10 

administer comfurt by conversation, singing, and prayer, to 
my poor, diRconsolate mother, then in a state of deep reJip;ious 
melancboly. Thar,k God thot the roar of cannon one year 
.fter, at the battle of 1.'ort George, was the unexpectul 
means of cbecking ber morbid mental tendency; and that 
a Methodist hymn sung a few years after in the old 
framed meeting house in York, was the instrumentality 
employed in tranquilizing her heart and conscience. No 
wonder, then, thot she gave herself to the Methodists, and 
lived and died One. But we return frolO this digression. 
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197. The persons now living whose remembrance goes 
back nearest to the limes of which we write, who havo 
deigned to answer the author's inquiries, say that Mr. Ryan 
held a Conference at the time and place where and when 
the session of 1812 should have becn held, namely, at War
ner's meeting-house, near St. David, July 23rd; and that 
he held one each succeeding year of the war. The Rev. John 
Hyerson says, <, Mr. Ryan held three Conferences during the 
'Var, the principal business of wbieh WaS employing preach. 
ers and appointing them to their different fields of labour." 
The Rev. Ezra Adams supplements tbis account hy .ayin::: 
,. Elder [tyan held, and the Cltnadian preachers met, in 
Conference yearly, in the month of July; but as I was not 
present at any of them, 1 cannot name the day of the month. 
My impression is, that the COllference of 1813 was hcld in 
lIiatilda." Tbat would have been c~ntral for tbe preachere 
ill the two Province., and otherwise eligible, as there wa! 
a meeting-house and numerous entertainers in the place. 
Mr. Adams continues,-" In 1814, the year I wa. received 
on trial, it was held at tbe Rly of' Quinte; hut whether at the 
Second or Fourth 'fown, I cannot 8:1Y, as I was not pre;-,enh 
but was left on the Circuit." At hoth tOeEe places ther .. 
'Were l1leetiu,;; .. houses and good societies. 'Yc camp now to 
cousider the men by which the vacancies in the ranks we ... 
supplied. 

198. It has been shown that the names of Smith, Gatcblli, 
Heynolds, Holme', Coven hoven, and Hopkins did not p ... 

pear on the roll of Conference at the close of' the w"r. 
B~t in lieu of them tbe followiug names do appear in thd 
l\houtes of 1815. which did not appear when the Minut~. 
hst conbined the names of the C~nada preach erE, and ~!Jc 
places where tb7 Were sbtioDed, namely, David Culp, D ... id 
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Yonmans, William Brown, and Ezra Adams. Thrse we 
know wer·, all Canadians, and had been called into the work 
by Elder Ryan and his Conf"rences during the war. As 
to the time wheo tbey were severally employed, we are not 
very well informed. 

19ft. DAVID CULP was a Gauadi.n Dutchm"n. He had 
spent. bis days. till he entered the ministry. at the Twenty, 
near wbere Beamsville now stonds. After hI. co"version, 
be was for several years a member of the venerable Johu 
Beam's class, an exemplary man, who lived to a great .ge. 
Beam was rich, and yet liberal, two qualities wl,ieh we do 
not always see united; for he willed his prJper!y at his 
death to the Wesleyan Methodist 111 iS8irnary Society
Mr. Culp must have been taken into the field very snon after 
the war began, if not a little before, for be was ordained 
deacon at the first Conference he attended. Mr. Ryerson 
s.ys he travelled before the war commenced, but if so, 
it was only as a Presiding Elder's supply, for there is 
no trace nf him in the Minutes. Mr. C. is yet alive and in 
tbe Province, and is almost tbe only man who coult! shed 
Ii~ht on the obscure period of which we write; but a 
respectful letter has failed to draw him out. oIf we do him 
IIny injustice it will not be intentional, and he himself will 
be to blame. Where he labored in 1812 we carmet t.ell; 
but Mr. Adams says he found him travelliug as the collcag"ue 
of John Rhodell', on the Long Point Circuit, in 1813. The 
Circuit was :l long one, for our authority say,,-" It ex
tended from Long Point througb Norwicll, Oxford, Blenheim, 
Burford and Ancaster, including the villa.~es of Dundas and 
Hamilton, down the DnDdns Street to Little York, and ur 
Yonr.e Street to the Lake Simcoe Settlements." Th,s ia 
I:onfirmed by the glimpse of Rhodes at "Father Cating'." in .. 
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Trafalgar. 111r. Adams is sure that Mr. Culp remained the 
next year (ISH-I5) in the same Circuit, for he was his 
col1e3~ue. 

200. illr. C .• eems to have heen a local preacher for some 
time hefore entering the itinerant field. He was a matured 
man of thirty and married. The writer, in boyhood, often 
heard him, wben, perbaps, he bad attained his zenith. He 
was pusses sed of fair Datural abilities, and bad acquired, by 
some means, an average share of information cODsid£ling the 
times. In tbe pulpit he was not devoid of power, but self
pos~essed, deliberate, self reliant, a little inHated in diction. 
and somewbat pompous in manner, twi~ting bis moutb a little 
awry while he spoke. He was a person of a fine pbysique 
and good presence. 

201. He sang the odes in the "Camp.Meeting Hymn 
Book" melodiously, as his voice was strong and mnsical for 
both speaking and singing. As the custom then was, h. 
often prepared the minds of his bearer. by singiDg; " solo 
immediateiy before sermon. He Once tbrilled the congl·e· 
gation in Little York, in after years, by .inging, at the c1oso 
of a farewell sermon, tbe following lines with the rest of the 
piece, all of w.bich the writer does not remember, the versifica
tion of whicb must Dot be too critically ,canned. but the sen
timents of which are touching. We give them as one of thg 
features of the times :-

tt Farewell, dear friends, I must be gone, 
I have no home or stay with you ~ 

I tal.j:e my staff and travel OD, 

Ti I-a better v. or1d do view. 

Farewell t Farewell! my loving friends, farewell r 

" Farewell, old soldiers of the CT(J8R 

You'l"e I8truggled long a.nd mud f~r lleu.ven;. 
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All things below you cou' t but dross, 
Fight on, the crown shall soon be givE:n. 

291 

Fight on I Fight on I the (rown shall SOOIl be given. 

It FSTewel1, poor careless sinners, too; 
It grieves my heart to leave you here; 

For death eternal waits for you -
0, turn, and find salvation near! 

0, turn I 0 turn! and find salvation near." 

Mr. Culp's powers of song made him the usual preceutor 
atCamp-Meelings, and, we will do bim the justice to say, tbat 
the Prayer-Meetings also usually fell iuto his hauds, which 
be bad piety aud zeal enough not to desert. 

202. DAVID Y DUMANS, also, must have gone to the rescue 
at an early period of the war, as we fiud that h~ was "received 
into fnll connexion " at the Conference of 1815. We do not 
find bis ordination mentioned at that time. It is likely he 
bad received orders wbile a local preacher, which was then pos
sible in certain cases, for he had been very active, and much 
beloved in that capacity. He wa., we believe, a native of 
Canada, and related to a very respectable and now wide-spread 
family connexion, bearing the name of Youmans, in tbe penin
sula of Prince Edwards. He was originally a blacksmilh by 
trade, and bad exercised that humble but meful calling on 
" :Myers' Creek," tbe pre.~nt River Moira, at .. Reed's 1IIills," 
a Ibile or so above wl>ere Caniffton, near Belleville, now stands. 
He was the neighbour and bosom friend of that very worthy 
member of tbe Methodist Church, Mr. Samuel Reid, wbo 
lived long and well, and who died in tbe Lord, leaving after 
him Borne cbildren who were stedfast friends of tbat cause of 
wbicb he had been tbe liberal patron. 

203. It will not be p.xpected that ;)1 r. Youman. was a 
lnBn of much edne.ation, but h~ was an original tbinker. lind 



292 CASE, AND 

)f a fervent and child·like spirit. Some of the peculiari!ie! 
of his ministry will come into view hereafter. He, like 
Culr, was an excellent singer. Some of the deeper, base' 
like tones of his voice were exquisite. He was stouf, heavy, 
and a little inclined to corpulency. We have often thought 
the contour of his faee was like the portraits of John 
Bunyan. He was not, however, like him in complexion, fair 
and·i!orm. but rather tawny than otherwise. He was a most 
loveable man in his intercourse with families, and nearly 
worshipped by the little ones, with whom he was ever ready 
to romp and play. A great unction sometimes attended hie 
preaching. 

204. What Circuit he was Ii.,t placed on does not cer· 
tainly appear, hut we learn from the manuseript jonrnal, 
which is soon to be published, of that remarkable man, 
George Ferguson, then in the army, that Mr. Youmans 
labored on the Niagara Circuit during the second year of the 
war; for Mr. F. speaks of meeting him at Warner's Chapel, 
soon after the victories at Stoney Creek and Beaver·dam, 
which took place in tbe month of June, 1813. As Mr. 
Holmes remained on the Thames during 1812, and did not 
go to Niagara as appointed, perhaps Mr. Youmans may have 
been sent to supply his place as the colleague of Mr. Prindle. 

205. WILLIAM BROWN will be best set for by some selec. 
tions from a sketch of him from the author's pen, prodnced 
Borne years ago, after making special inquiry concerning him . 
.He was born tbe 21st of August, 1769, in Duchess County, in 
what our American neighbors call the" Empire State," then 
very much a wilderness. Along with many otber hardy 
pioneers, he came to Canada in the year 1795, an active 
young man of twenty.six, and settled not far from tbe Bt. 
Lawrence, an(l near the town line between Augusta a1>.1 
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"Edwardsburgh. Serious relicion being understood and prac· 
tised by very few, rude bilarity marked the social gathering, 
of the settlers. A knowledge of music and ~he u~e of the 
violin rendered the services of young Brown much decider. 
ated. But the fervent and tireless itinerant preachers were 
in the country, sounding the alarm in every listening sinner's 
conscience; many took the warning, and among the rest, 
one year after his arrival, William Brown, the particulars 
of whose conversion, it is cause of regret, we are unable 
to give. He immediately joined the Cburch; and it is SUI"

mised, belonged to the same class with Sawuel Embury, 
10hn Lawrence, and Paul and Barbara Heck, who were 
united together near the Big Creek. 

206. About tbis time an isolated scttlement was formed 
.cross the woods (a modern Transylvania,) on either bank of 
the rapid Rideau, then uDdisfigured and undi.guised by the 
dams and locks of the canal which now coiucides with it aud 
bear. its name. How the people got there we, of this gener-
1tion, are left to conjecture. If through tbe woods, it must 
have been in the winter when the swamps and streams with 
which those wooas are, (or were,) in tersected, were bridged 
by tbe frost. No doubt many of them went up by the way of 
tbe HuIrSettlement, on the Ottawa, by the Rideau River 
itself, for a river is a natural highway in a wilderness, both 
in Bummer and winter-in tbe summer by boats, in the win
ter by sledges. Among those adventurous settlerA was Brown, 
who <, pitched his tent," or rather" notched up" his shanty 
in the Township of Wolford. This .hanty, in due time, gave 
place to a comfortable log-house; and that again to one of 
deal, capacious and neatly painted, which structures proved 
pre.eminently .. lodging places for wayfaring men," Often 
did the weary, roud-bespattered traveller and his hungry fly-
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tormented horse, emerging from tI,e skirts of the adjacent 
wilderness, hail the smoke of his chimney with delight. 

207. Brown received license as a local preacher three years 
after his conversion; tbis could not have been long before or 
after his removal to tbe Rideau Settlemen t. A gentleman oj 
our acquaintance heard him preach a funeral sermon at Ben· 
nett's Rapids fift.y-seven yearA ago. He could not have had 
originally more than a common school education; but it is 
no exaggeration to Hay that he had naturally a strong, saga
cious, well-balanced mind. His phrenological developments, 
if any importance is to be attached them, did not condict with 
this fact: he had a high, broad, massive head, rather square 
than round, with both perceptive and redective organs, as 
they are called, largely developed, and a gleaming expressive 
eye. To tbese available powers religion gave a new and last· 
ing impulse. He possessed himself of the very best standard 
works attainable in his day, and, so far as his opportunity 
allowed, gave his days and nights to tbem. He read much 
~Ild thought more, and profoundly he tbought. And his 
profiting appeared unto all. He was, in tbeology and general 
sulojeets, one of tbe best informed men of his day in tbe Pro
"inee. He was 101lg in tbe commission of the peace; and a 
marc impartial. jUd~e-like magistrate, Oanada never rejoiced 
in. "\.11 who knew him deferred to his opinions. 

20S. ;Ill'. Brown was thrice married, and had a patriarchal 
household fur mewbers. His first wife is reported an e.cel
lent woman, alld like the others, a n~tahle housekeeper. 
His seeolld wife was a Se teh woman, the lady-like, widowed 
motber of the latc aecomplished Rev. \V m. Smith, who will 
cume into vit.:w bet'cre our work is finished, and his sister 
Sarah, the present relict of' the late amiable and Rev. SimoD 
llunliogton. who WIll hcredflcr find a worthy niche in our 
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'mtlmorial temple. It was, we think, while Mr. n. was a 
widower, after losing his second wife, that he was induced 
to leave his home and stop onc of the g"PS made by the 
war. It was not till th~t strife was somewhat advanced, we 

are certain, that he went out into the field. Because we wer~ 
directly informed of his heing the hospitable entertainer of 
the travelling preacbers about the middle of tbe war time; 
and be appears in the Minutes of 1815, as only just" received' 
on trial" at the previous Conference. He could, therefore, 
only have gone ,out after Mr. Ryan's last Conference, held 
July, 18140. The treaty of peace was signed in Ghent, 
December 14th, bat the war did not close on this continent, 
de facto, till some months bter. Mr. Burch was yet in 
Montreal, in February, 1815. About that time an Amcrican 
preacher, by the name of Montgomery, of whom we know 
nothing further was sent to take his place; but the society, 
or • majority of them, on account of the British feeling 
awakened by the late conflict, refusing to receive him, he 
returned to the States. But Mr. Ryan, who was never easily 
foiled, sent Mr. Brown a8 the only available and best quali. 
fied man at his disposal, to take charge in that important, 
but now agitated society. This speaks strongly for Mr. 
Bo's estimated worth and calibre at that time. He found his 
position no bed of roses, as his after dcscription of it to the 
writer showed. 

209. Brown, for his day, was a very good preacher
plain, clear, chaste, strong and energetic j and sometimes 
hi~ declamations might be denominated eloquent. He was 
a man of good taste and very correct judgment, which kcpt 
him from anything very outre or noticeable. Being far 
removed from eccentricity, he is the barder to describe j 
'lnd the fewer eh, racteristic anecdotes of him can be collected.. 
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Some. however, have been garnered in the writer's memory; 
b:1t these, and our estimate of the man when we became 
acquainted with him in later years, must stand over till 
that period is considered in our pages. For the present, 
let the reader imagine a rather short, compact man. forty·five 
yenrs of age, of gentlemanly appearance. erect and graceful, 
with clear complcxion and ahundant brown hair. and he 
will have a pretty good idea of our suhject in 1811. W" 
mnst dismiss him for the preseut. He will come into notice 
often hereafter. 

210. The next on our list of hrethren called into the 
work during the war interregnum, is EZRA AnAM~. Hap. 
pily we have only to allow him to relate his .cwn history. 
It is as follows :-" I was born of the spirit on tbe fourth 
day cf Au,;ust, I8H, ill the Eastern Townsbips, (tbat of 
Ascott,) in the Lower Province, at a Quarterly Meeting 
held by a Brother Wells, Presiding Elder frolll the States. 
accompanied by Robert HIbbard, anu another brother whose 
Dame 1 have forgotten. which WaS tbe starting point of a 
great revival, which went througb those townships. I 
arrived at York, now Toronto, in March, 1812, and com. 
menced school-teaching on Yonge Street, near l\ ewmarket. 
Andrew Prindle was then on that Circuit, hut left it after 
tbe Conference of 1812. I commenced travelling in 1814. 
on the LOllg Point Circuit, with David Culp, his second 
year on that Circuit." The closing sentellee of hi" lett",. 
shows the spirit in which be enttlreu on his work. " I am 
sorry that I cannot supply yon with more critical informa
tion ~D the events of. early Methodism in Canada; but in 
enterIng upon the mmistry, the whole powers of my mind 
were absorb~d in the great work nf saving souls, and I was 
careless in obstrving passin~ events." So true is it that 
those who make bistory seldom write it. ' 
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211. The substance of the ahove is this, that Mr. Adams 
was an Eastern Canadian; came to Canada West while 
yet warm in his first love, to follow the occnpation of a 
schoo\.tencher; hut heing gifted ani zealous, he was laid 
hold of and thrust into the work. Another reason was, he 
was availahle because unencumbered with a family, being 
the only Ringle man among all the brethren employed at that 
period. Mr. Adams was removed the next year to the Bay 
of Quin te Circuit, as we understand him. We hope to hear 
more from him at a future time relative to his after·labor~ 

and experience. 

212. The Rev. THOMAS MADDEN'S n~me appears again 
among his Canadian brethren, altbough, as we have seen, 
he was separated from them when the "ar commenced. He 
returned to their assistance in 1814, if not earlier. This is 
certain, not only from the fact, that his son, Rev. D. B. Mad
den, was born ill Augusta, C. W., June 20, 1814, and 
baptised in the same place the following 17th of October 
by the Rev. Henry Ryan, which appears from the younger 
Madden's cwn .tatement, and tbe record in the Augusta 
Circuit Baptismal Register; but also from the positive state
ment of Mr. Adams, that ., Thomas Madden returned in 
1814." From a recollection of family· conversations. his 
son thinks he came in tbe year before, but that is uncertain; 
it is certain that he laboured on the Augusta during the 
Cunference year, 1814-15. By what means he was enabled 
to come and bring his family across the lines, we cannot at 
this distance of time ascertain. Nor do we kuow anything 
of his lahars and success on the Circuit to which he came, 
beyond, if we remember right, some baptisms performed by 
him registered in the uld book. 

213. We are sure of one more laborer being el!lplo*,d 
02 
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on a Circuit during the war, whose name does not appear 
in the Minutes at its close, nor, indeed, till many years after, 
there heing peculiarities in his case. This was no otber thaD 
the redoubtable THm!AS HARMON. His Confe"ence obituary 
informs us that ., Brother Harmon was a native of Con nee· 
ticut, United States, and was born Oct. 10th, 1783. He 
left his native land when a young man, and came to Canada 
in 1808. IIo was converted to God December 26th, 1809, 
and immediately united with the Church. Hc gave early 
indications of usefulness, and in obedience to the call of 
Gar!, and in compliance with the decision of the autiJorities 
of the Church, he commenced, soon after his conversion to 
God, to call sinners to repentance. He received license as 
an exhorter in 1810 and a local preacher's license in 
1812." He was only an exhorter when thc war opened, 

but his religious boldness, energy, and usefulness during 
its earlier sta;;es, pointed him out as worthy to receive license 
to preach. 

214. 'rho .tory of Harmon's connection with the army 
has been often told, both in and out of lIfethodist circles. 
He was residing at Stoney Creek when a draft of the militia 
was made, and they were ordered to the front to defend their 
country. At first ho thought it unlawful, under any cir
cumstance~, for a Christian lllan to bear arms and fight. 
But when he saw the country invaded, he prayed earnestly 
to God lor direction j and he came at length to the deci. 
sian that it was his duty to obey the authorities. He was 
a man of decided opinions on ail subjects, and strong, feel
ings, and when hi. mind wao once llJade up. he acted with 
energy. 

~15. He was in General Brock's little army at the hl1rdly
c"tltested battle of Queen.ton, and contributed much to 
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retrieve the disasters of the earlier part of the day, and to 
the victory that followed. All agreed that he pet'fi)rmed 
prodigies of valor, cbeering on bis compatriots with, a'voic~ 
above the roar of canllon and the roll of mnsketru. ' 'Thll 
soldiers' account of it was, tl,at he "prayed like a snint an'd 
fought like :1 devil." He informed tbe author thlit the Bun 
light of God's countenance beamed upou iii. soul, and that 
be could bave marcbed into the jaws of death without the 
sligbtest fear. He prayed and shouted aloud for joy. He 
always maintained that there was no true account of tbat 
batlle, hut our importnnity never induced him to give his own 
version to tbe public. 

216. He remained some time in the service, usually holding 
a religious meeting every night. Major Hilliard's testimony 
of him, to some gentleman on tbe streets of York several 
years after, was greatly in bi. favor. Having hailed him as 
he rode through tbe town, and given him a cordial sbake hy 
the band because of old times, he exclaimed as the itinerant 
passed on, "There goes a nohle·hearted fellow! In the war-' 
time, on the lir.es, he used to do military duty with us all day, 
and give us a good sermon at night." So high did Harlllon 
stand with his superiors, aud the whole military·force on the 
froDtier, that when the Cburch of England 'Clergyman of 
York, the Rev. Dr. Strachan, published aD address to the 
soldiery, the com maDding officer .empl~yed him to read it to 
the men. A platform was made for him over a stump, and 
his comrades were drawn up around him to hellr the address. 
A hrother minister, some time after, said, "Was there any 
religion in the address, Brother Harmon 1" " Not much," 
said he, "but I tried to weave a little into it as I went along" 
-that 13, he tried to supplement what he thought its omis
sions, and to enforce its truth. by his own explanations and 
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ellborlations. Both the publisher of the altdress and his ex· 
pqsit",r deserve the highest praise for sucb conduct in Buch a 

1in~e. 

217 . .Intense loyalty to tbe British Government was ever 
. char'<lteristi.c of Thomas Harmon from tbe time of bis bap. 
tism of blood on the Heights of Queenston. 1I1any years 
after, wben the Met:,odi.ts were denounced as traitors to tbe 
Government by some vehemently lip loyal person., he ex' 
claimed, .. I reIlJcmber one of those fellows, bow be got behind 
un old rotten stump to avoir! the balls that were flying about. 
One of the balls hit the .tU[[1P and knocked it over on to 
llim; and he sung out, ' rill shot! I'm shot!'" 

218. After some time, our subject waS relea,ed from the 
service, and eagerly taken hold of by the Presiding Elder, to 
supply one of the vacancies. He was employed on the c.·on· 
tier. So great was the confidence reposed in 11im by the 
,nilitary authorities, tbat charge was given to the !everal 
picquets and sentries to let ~I r. Harmon pass at all times of 
day and night unchallenged. He seems to bave been em
ployed on the Niagara Circuit curine( a good part of the war; 
for the pious 8oldier, Ferguson, in his manuscript journal 
speaks of !peeting with a Canadian preacher, called Harmon. 
in a very powelful meeting at Stoney Creek, in wbicb tb~ 
preacber became cumpletely overwhelmed. 

219. In person, HarlllQJl was large, but not unwieldy. He 
stood nearly six fed higb, ;.s well-proportioned, and exceed
ingly strong and agile. His complexion was fair, but SUD. 

bro~~ed by exposure; and IIi. face was oval, and n08e slightly 
aqUlhne. The loss of a leg, after some years, did not wholly 
destroy his ar:;ility, as we shall see. 

220. His obituary gil-es him credit for being a" a man 01 
strong powers of miud, a clear and lodcal reasoner, a Etmnd 
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divine, anel a ,powerful preacher." But be combined with 
strength of intellect strong passions and emGtinns, ~nd we 
might perhaps add, strong appetites, too. His was an organ
izatiun hard to control j but rightly directed, it WaS "r a cha~
acter to make him prodigiously ~ffective for good. He WAS 

One of tbe old type of terrific Methodist preacher", who 
"stamped witb tbe foot, and smote with the band." We 
know well a poor sinner, who WaS awfully awakened hy one 
of Harmon's empassicned exbortations, ill. wbieh one of" his 
appeals culminated with tbrowing himself half over the pulpit, 
reaching out his hands and bringin!! them together, as though 
he w~re grasping after a falling pel'son, he exclaimed in most 
piteous tones, "0, ye hell·boulld souls I " Sometime, he 
cbarged too high for a salutary effect -on weak nerves j and 
sometimes, ala" the strength of his passions and impulse. led 
him wrong. At times, there can be no douM, he lived very 
near to God, and enjoyed a large measure of divine influence, 
which resulted in se,eral signall'evivals, that will come under 
notice. 

221. We have seen hi", on tbe Niagara Circuit j and he 
informed the writer that a part of the war-time he preached 
"throngh Ihe Yonge Street country, as far back as L1ke Simcoe. 
What hindel'ed his reception into Cunference, while men 
greatly his inferiors were received, it is now hard to tell. It 
was currently related fGr .ome years that it was a piece of 
policy, as tbat in his ,sinful days he bad been the cause of a 
fdlow man's death, by pitching him headlong nown a stairs j 
alld that hia brethren would not publicly authenticate one who 
had been a homicide. Besides this being unlikely, Mr. Har
'mon assured me in old age, that it was ulterly unfounded; 
for that he had never struck a man a blow in all his life but 
one, and that comparatively a harmless one. It is more likel..· 
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that the laos of his leg about the close of the war, occasioned 
by the falling of his horse, was the principal cause which pre
vented his r,ception in 1815. The wicked conduct of his 
"ife, which caused an e~rly arid a lasting sep"ation between 
them, which position placed him in eircum"tances of embar
rassment and exposure, was probably the reason why, although 
"lmost always on Circuits, his name does not appear on the 
Minutes of Conference till 1839,-at which time more of him. 
In the meantime.he received deacon's orders, as a local 
preacher, from the hands of Bisbop Roberts, in 1819. We 
shall bave some characteristic anecdotes of the man when he 
appears again. 

222. Beside the above-mentioned, who were employed in 
the Circuits, God in his providence had provided partial 
assistance. The local and located preacbers wbo have been 
heretofore mentionerl, were of this number. The Niagara 
County, in particular, rejoiced in the possession of a number 
of excellent local preachers, some of whom have not yet been 
described, who did good service wherever their labors were 
needed. 

223. One of thc,e was Smitb Griffin, Esq., grand-father of 
tbe Rev. Wm. S. Griffin, "f the Wesleyan Conference. He 
resided at Smithville, whicb took its cognomen frOID his bap
tismal name. He was former, mill-owner. merchant and 
preacher, all in one. His lIIultilarious worldly engagements 
seemed not to abate his zeal an, 1 activity in the Causo of God. 
'lie was once heard to say that he " had too much of his own 
business to attend tn. to occupy himself with any of Satan's 
work." Althoueh intensely bnsy on week days with Eeculal 
engagement" be went far and near on the LOld', day to preach. 
lie was distinguisbed for liberality in advancing tbe cause or 
God. OnA of the grealest men Canada and tbc Canada C.:'1' 
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ference ever posseescd was assisted by Mr. Griffin to start in 
his itinerant career by the loan, if not the gift, of a horEe and 
saddle. Fergusou speaks of meeting with Griffin at that 
great lIIethodist rendezvous, Warner's Chapel. We hope to 
have more particulars concerning him in anolher place. 

224. There were two German local 'preachers residing 
at the Fifty, both of whom were excellent and useful men' 
These were Henry Cline and Peter Bowslaugb. Bowslaugh" 
especially, was a man of mark in bis way. He had the body 
of a giaot, with tbe simplicity and tenderness of a child. 
His piety, originality, humour, and German accent, mad" 
him very ioteresting to hear. His words often produced a 
smile, but sometimes tears. When he was under conviction 
for sin, he was once praying in the horse-stable. IIis wife 
going to seek him, and hearing his cries, said, " Peter, has 
tbe horse kicked you, and proke your leg 1" "No, put Got 
Almighty has proke my bea,I," was his touching reply. He 
was the life of tbe love-feasts he attended, as his friend Cline 
used to say, "Trowing shunks of fire among the people," 
and tellieg them sometimes that his soul was "in the tops 
of the cedars." He would never fail to respond to the re
quest for a sermon wberever a little assembly was convened, 
but standing up at the back of a chair, he would commence 
the services. perchance, by hurriedly giving out, 

u Salfashion, 0, te sboyful sount, 
Vat pleasure to our ears i" 

anu afterwards he would pray aod speak with a liveliness 
that did his hearers good. His neighbor, a very dissimilar 
man, the wise and well-informed Hugh Wilson, although a 
worthy member of the Church since 1800, at which period 
he found the peace of God "while walking alone on the 
banks of the Ontario," had not yet begun to exercise in public, 
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i~ the u~e of thosP. gifts which afterwards so olten pleased 
and edified his neighbours. But more of him anon. Mr. 
Caleb Burdick, who 1105 been mentioned already, being con· 
neeted with the commissariat department of tbe provincial 
forces, it may be presumed, exerted more or less inllueoc£ 

for ;;ood along the frontier. 

22,;. But God, wbo is ever mindful of bis Churoh and 
lpeople, had been preparing an instrument to co· operate with 
the few Canadian preachers during the war with an effect
iveness second to none, nnd who, after its close, was to entcl 
thc itinerant work. 'Vhile the war lasted, he did not a 
little to revive the drooping societies wherever he went; but 
for many years after it was over, he continued to labor with 
a zeal and an unction that issued in the salvation of hun
dreds, if not thousands of precious souls. This prospective 
Missionary for Canada likewise was to be brought out by 
Hi. Majesty's ships of war, and to be supported at Govern. 
ment expense. Some will apprehend immediately that we 
are speaking of GEORGE FERGUSON, incidentally referred to 
befure, and of whom we might furnish many interesting 
particulars in detail, only that we do not wish to forestall a 
forth-coming memoir of that good man, which we expect will 
be very· readahle and useful. 

226. He was born April 1, 1786, in the township 01 
Caraloon, parish of Artee, county of Lordouderry, Ireland, 
nnd awakened and converted about the age of tweOlY, after 
some very severe struggles of mind. .A lthough an only child. 
and his father a Illan of some means, his parent's second 
marriage became the cause of his being practically discarded. 
During this ptriod he resided in the city of Belfast and neigh
borhood, where he was made very useful in holding revival 
meetings. But after a time tbe trials he endured issued in 
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temporary and partial backsliding, so much so, as to lose his 
enjoyments, and to give up his labors in public. About this 
time be, somewhat precipitately, manied, and afterwards en
I:sted. This took place in 1809, when he was about twenty
three years of age. 

227. The acute trials he experienced on entering the army, 
b.ought him to .cek the Lord afresh. His peace and joy were 
restored, and his zeal f<>r God and souls returned. Wherever 
the army marched through Ireland and England, for he wao 
in sundry places in that country as well as in his own nati,'e 
land, he made himself known to the Methodist lIlinisters and 
people, preached successfully, and received numerous tokens of 
kindnes., and most providential bupplies of money ana ueees· 
saries, which made himself and family far more comfortable 
than they otherwise could have been in such a wandering 
mode of life. 

228. In 1812 he embarked with the troops designated for 
North America. They landed below Quebec, and had a series 
of fatiguing marches of hundreds of miles through " wilder· 
ness country, in an incll.llment season, and arrived iu tillle to 
assist in checking the American General's (Dearbornc,) advance 
towards Montreal at LaColle; the corps to which he belongc':' 
was then ordered up the country. In both tliis and their 101'
mer march they endured incredible hardships, which he bore 
with a patience and a lortitude that astonished his unconverted 
comrades. On his arrival at Kingston I;e lIIet witb "nd ret 
ceived gre"t kindnes. from his countryman, poor Edward 
Cooper, once a travelling preacher, but nnw in a baehliddcn 
state, and employed in peddling. Being billeted in the coun· 
try, through the intervention of' Cooper, he WaS introduced to 
a militia Captain, (afterwards Colonel.) Matlhew Clarke, one of 
tile oldest and most cxamplary, as be proveu himselr une of lhe 
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Illost staule, Methodists of that part of the country, who after
., ards lived to a great age, and died in the Lord, surrounded 
hy a numerous progeny and a large family connection, all of 
whom are the friends and supporters of the canse he loved. 
Capbin Clurke showed his "fellow·soldier in the kingdom 
.nu patience of Jesus" such kindness as to greatly refresh 
lis spirit in the Lord. 

220. Ferguson's next move was to the cantonment at 
~urlington Heights, in time to take part in the successful 
;arprise and defeat of' the advancing American forces under 
Jenerals Counuler and Winder, by Col. Harvey, at Stoney 
Oreek. An interesting account of that battle will appear in 
nis forthcoming biography from the pen of Mr. Ferguson 
bimself. In default of not being allowed to publish that 
lcrsion of the conliict, we present the reader with another 
,rom the pen, .1;0, of a Methodist lIfinister, who suhsequently 
laboured in the Province. 'Ve refer to Dr. Reed. 

230. His aCC0unt is as follows :-" As if to preserve the 
traditional fame of Burlington Bay for fierce deeds of bloody 
conliict, a battle was fought during the war of 1812 between 
the American and British forces, a few miles east of the Bay. 
It w.s in the night. Au American force was sent forward 
from the Niagara frontier." (This was" to crush the British 
troops collected at Burlington Heights.") " They encamped 
for the night at a place called Stoney Creek. Their move
ments, however, had been watched by the British from the 
heights, (' mountain ') a little back of the lake i and when 
all was quiet in the camp and the weary soldiers were resting 
in unconscious slumbers, suddenly the foe came upon them, 
and a short but bloody battle ensued. The two forces were 
directly in front uf a house that stood a considerable distancII 
from the road, open to it through a narro v lane with a stOllf 
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wall breastwork. Without auy very decisiv~ result, the 
British retired while it was ye~, dark. but were not pursued. 
and at early dawn the Americans retreated to the cast. each 
leaving their dead upon the battle-field. and the Americans 
several wa~gons loaded with arms and amlliunition, which 
were fired before they lefl." Mr. R., who was an American 
himself, saw it through the eyes of his fellow-countrymen. 
The British version is. that the two American generals, 
Chandler and Winder. "were captured. and 116 men, the 
r •• t retreated in great disorder." Dr. Reed subjoins :-" The 
house," (before which the battle was fought,'.·' was owned 
and occupied by a Brother Gage. His boys were out tbe 
next mNni"g and picked up about a peck of bullets which 
had heen intercepted in tbeir Higbt by tbe walls. In tbe 
course of tbe day Brother Gage and his neighbours collected 
the dead, friends and foes, and buried them in One common 
grave." 

231. Ferguson searcbed out the Methodists in evelT place 
where be came, and was not long in finding Christian War
Der, of St. Davids. At his house one time he met with the 
Rev. Messrs. Ryan and Youmans, and with 1I1r, Smith Griffin, 
already referred to. The occasion was :t Quarterly Meeting. 
At MI'. }lyan's authoritative reque.t, Fergnson was induced 
to preach, at tbe beginning, with great fear aDd trembling; 
but with great liberty aDd comfort before he had done; and 
very much to the sat,isfactinn and spiritual profit of the people. 
In Warner's meeting. house he often preached, as well as' in 
every other place wbere he went. He particularly mentions 
the llEighbourhood of Baxter's Cbapel, near Fort Erie. His 
diminutive. person and his trusty character were the cause of 
his being in tLe situation of an officer's "orderly," which 
resuitbJ ill his having some privileges which common soldiers 
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llUd not. He gained the unbounded confidence of his master. 
Two in.tances occur in his journal ,)f gentlemen of rank, 
either in expectation of death by sickness, or on the eve of a 
bttle, intrusting t~.eir money, pape .. , plate, and jewelry, to 
him, in preference to relatives and intimate friends. He was 
once permittcd by the Commanding Officer to go to Warner's 
Chapel to a Quarterly Meeting, while they were in hourly 
expectation of a battle, and no other soldier was permitted to 
go beyond the lines, on Ferguson's assurance that he believed 
there would be DO battle till he returned, which indeed turned 

out as he predicted. 

n~. He was with Col. Murray at tbe successfnl attack on 
);'ort Niagara, on the Americau .ide of the river. His 
description of it is lively and touclling, and illustrates tbe 
providence of God. but it must be looked for in bis forth
comin, memoir. He was in the battle of Chippewa, July 
5t~, 1814, for tbe loss of which by the British he accounts. 
In that action, although he studiously avoided firing so as to 
kill anyone himse\t; wbieh, right or wrong, was his constant 
practice in action, on conscientious grounds, he received a 
wound below the elbow in the fleshy part of the arm. He 
left the retreating army, and returned across the country to 
his tried friends, the Warner_, who cared for him as well as 
they could in the ahsence of surgical skill. Here he rested 
eoOle little time. The ball was still in the flesh; nor waR 
it extracted even after he returned to camp, or indeed till 
he had been sent by a then tedious voyage to hospital at York. 
'fhe operation was so long delayed that he only just escaped 
the loss of his arm. His health was very much enfeebled a"d 
his life endangered, but God preserved him to perform a good 
work. There was then not one congenial spirit in all the 
town that he knew of with whom he could converse. When 
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bis health and strength were a little restored, walking up 
Yonge Street ODe day towards Sandy Hill, he wa. acco,tcd by 
a Quaker who overtook him, and who said his spirit Was 

drawn towards him as a fellow-christian. The man of peace 
and the soldier took sweet counsel together as fellow·travellers 
to Zion. 

233. Towards the close of the war, Ferguson was ordered 
to the Lower Province. In Montreal he made himself useful, 
and received great kindness from the Rev. T. Burch, Mr. 
Barnabas Hitchcock, a local preacher, who afterward~ 

entered the itinerant work, and who will come into .ight in 
a future volume, and a Mr. McCracken, a clerk, a Scotch. 
man by birth, eminently pious, of whose l'eligi0us character 
we bope to present a portrait hereafter. This person once 
slipped a twenty dollar note into his hand. He was obliged 
to leave Montreal after a time, and accompany his master 
to Sorel, where there was no Methodist Society. Nor did 
he find much religious assistance from the Church of Eng. 
land, which had service in the town. He reproved the 
parson for card-playing in his master's family. The 
minister resented it as impertinent, but his master's son 
vindicated the little soldier's character and intentions. He 
found congenial spirits, however, in the persons of a merchant 
and his lady of that town, a Mr. and MrE. David See. The 
latter, a lady of beauty, mind, and reading, had been con· 
verted to God in girlhood, near St. Alban's, by the instru
mentality of the Methodists, and the husband feared God 
above many. Many years after, these excellent persons 
came to Canada West, and settled in Prescott, where Mr. 
Ferguson was one of their ministers for a time, and again 
enjoyed the hospitality of his former friends. These three 
friends are now tOj1;ether in Abraham's bosom. Mr. Ferl(Uson 
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remained in Lower Canada till the ratification of tbe trent V 
of peace by the President and Senate of the United State!!, 
and its promulgation in Canada by Sir George Provost, 
lIIarch 1st, 1815. The c10Ee of the war found him still in 
tbe army, where we must leave him for the present. 

234. The Montreal Society about tbis time was ill a state 
of ferment and division. After Mr. Burcb discontinued his 
visits to Quebec, Mr. l.anglois opened a correspondence with 
the Superintendent oftbe Nova Scotia District for Ministerial 
aid, who was unable to grant them a supply, bu. applied to 
the Wesleyan 1I1i"ionary Secretaries in London in tbeir 
bebalf. Tbis resulted in tbe appointment of tbe Rev. JOHN 

BASS STRONG to tbat city, wbo arrived in June, 1814. His 
own account of his voyage, safe arrival, and tbe state of 
religious matters, is contained in the subjoined letter :-

235. " After spending a few days with our friends in Ports· 
mouth. waiting a favorable wind, on Tuesday, tbe 26th of 
April, my esteemed friend, Mr. Shea, and I took an affecting 
farewell of them. Having all got safe on board. and tbe 
anchor being weighed, I felt my mind in a very so:emn frame. 
partly at le.ving mv native country, partly from the danger 
of the sea, having never been upon the wa~r before; but more 
r,pechlly from a view of tbe importance of the undertaking I 
had embarked in. But glory be to God, I had no doubt that 
he would help me. I endeavoured to cast all my care upon 
the Lord, and to lrn,t ill bim as my Father and DIy Friend. 
'With the exception of tbrce or fonr days after I came on 
board, I bad my bealth well throu~bout tbe pa~sage, which 
was a long one, in comeqneDce of cohns and bead-winds; but 
"C had no severe storms or bnrricanes. Wben sailing up the 
River St. Lawrence I .. ,'mi..c'" ~I..e coulltr, t1oerr, €8pecially 
on the south .ide. 
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236 .• , On Tuesday, June 21, we arril'ed mfe at Quebec, 
wbere all was new to me, excepting the friendship and 
Christian experience of the people of God. It afforded me 
infinite satisfaction to observe that real Christians, though sev
ered by mighty and trackless oceans, all spenk the same things; 
being equally indebted for salvation to the same Divinc mercy. 
and the same Redeemer's merits j and being mad~ partakers 
of the same Holy Spirit. They had been without regular 
preaching for nearly three years. The number in Sociely 
at present is between thirty and forty; hut we arE in full 
expectation of a great ingathering. A fEW have been already 
entreating God for mercy, and backsliders are stirred up to 
repent, and do their first works. 0, what a glorious sight 
it is to see sinners who are earnestly crying to Gaol for 
mercy! May tbe Lord display his power in the conversion 
of thousands I On the Sunday after my arrival, I preached 
to the people bere; and God was with us of a truth. On 
the Sabbath following I preached twice and gave tickets; 
it was, I helieve, a good time to us all. The place in which 
we preach is neat, but small; I believe it will be nec.essary 
to get another. 

237 .• , Quebec is a very pleasant place; there are many 
respectable inhabitants in it, but the principal part are 
.French people; of course the greatest part arc Roman 
Catholics. I have been much affected while seeing so many 
hundreds attending mass. I see tbc great necessity of' learn.
ing the French language, which I think I may possibly de 
very soon; at least so far as to be able to .peak to the people. 
In concluding, I am very comfortably situated, and have 
everything necessary. I lodge at Mr. Shea's, and I assure 
you they are a very pions family, and vel'y kind." 

2R8. Sbortlyafter he entered on his work in that city, 
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the place of preaching was found too small. TIle SocielJ 
bou"ht a Jot in St. Ann totrcet, in the summer of 1815, for 
£40"0. A subscription of a thousand" (Mr. Langlois does 
not say ..... hetl,er dollars or pounds,) "in Quebec, and two 
hundred and fifty in lIIontreal ,. Our principol authority 

':1ys of Mr. Strong,-" He WaS a young man of about twenty
three years of oge, of some ability; but wit bout that mature 
jud.c:ment by which a preac1:e,· ill a new miSE ion and a city 

shonld be distinguished." 

239. The He •. RICHARD WILLIAMS. who was the secoud 
Mi>si. nary .<cnt to Canaua bl' the English Conference, went 
to ~Iontreal in 1815. about the lime, we suspect. that Mr. 
Burch left. The principal part of the Society adh~Ted to 
him, and took posse .. ion of the Chapel as haviog heen 
principally built. by funds collected in the old country. Still, 
as the Upper Canada Presidill~ Eldtr kept a preacher in 
the city, the suciety and congrcf!ation were divided j nnd an 
unsrewly slate of' things Was pre,ented to the world. till the 
year 1820, when the difficulty was adjusted by the Briti.b 
1nd American General Conference,. 

240. ~Jr. Fergmon was in lIlontreal during the commence 
ment of this turmoil, and his "YUlpathies were evidently with 
tile C.lnadian preaeh~r", Briti'h soldier thoug;h he was. Ho 

. thou~ht "' thpy were the firet to occupy the ground, they 
ought not to have hern disturhed. He had received kindness 
from the ~lethodisls indigenous to the country; and there' 
were stronger affinities in the emotion.llittle lri.hman for the 
demonstrativeness of those trained in a new country. than for 
the orderly char.ctedstics of the European bretbren. 

241 ... The Chairman from Halifax visitec1 Quehee in the 
autumn of 1815. and removed ;\11'. Strong to Montreal, where 
he spent some little time. He married the same year, and 
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was romoved the following year 10 Nova S~oti • ." Mr. Wil
liams, who was a man of wisdom and circumspection, was 
sent to take lIIr_ S-'s place in Quebec. .' He succeeded in 
getting up the old SI. Ann Street Chapel, which was opened 
April, 1817" But we are anticipating_ It may be in our 
power to furnish more particulars concerning these two minis
ters heleafter. 

242. Where the several brethren, under Elder Ryan's 
jurisdiction, were station€d from year to year during the 
period we have jU8t gone over, it is hard to determine. Mr. 
Rhodes bej!an durin~ the war on the Augusta Oircuit., but iu 
1813 Mr. AdamE found him on the Long Point Circuit. i\Ir. 
Culp stayed in that Circuit the year after, and Mr. A. was 
his colleague. Th~ writer has traced l\lessrs. Culp and 
Prindle on Yonge Etreet during some part of the war time. 
During the latter put of our pAriod, Mr. Harmon was lahor
ing near Lake Simcoe. Mr. Whitehead, though he began 
the war on the Smith's Creek Circuit, the writer has traced 
him throngh the Bay of Quinte country, Bastard, and the 
settlements on tbe Rideau, before the war e nded. He was 
remarked as being very 10y.l, agreeable in company, and for 
~arrying a little tea in his saddle-bags-a luxury then hard 
to obtain, which made his visits to thl' female part of the 
families he called upon doubly acceptable. The dissipating 
effect of the war spirit and proceedings kept them from meet
ing with great success. Doub'le,s their labors prevented much 
harm. But after the lap"e of three years, the number of 
members "ppeared as diminished one half; that is, by COl ... 

paring the returns of 1812, with those of 1815. 

243. Before we close this" SIXTH BOOK," and the FIRSt 

VOLUME, we must follow our principal subject, the Rev. 
Wm. Case, during his three years labors in the United 

p 



314 CASE, AND 

States, where he was detained by the state of oostiliti,,! 
between the two countries. During the years 1812 and 
1813 he was in charge of tbe Oneida District as Presiding 
Elder; a District which comprehended ten Circnits, sllch 
as Circuits were tben, and seventeen preachers, of whom 
be bad the oversight. In 1814 he was Presiding Elder on 
the Chenango District, embracing eight Circuits and fifteen 
laborers. These were wide fields to travel over, and at that 
time quite new and rough. At that period he is remem· 
bered by Dr. Peck as the urbane and dignifipd minister, 
clvlhed in parson grey. breeches and stockings. . 

244. In those days his ministry was a power, as will be 
seen from the following extracts from Rev. Dr. Peck' • 
• , Early Methodism," which is almost the only source whenco 
we get any informat.ion concerning that part of his career :
"William Case was appointed Presiding Elder on the Oneida 
District, in 1812. It embraced the same grouud over which 
he had travelled during the two preceding years, under the 
name of the Cayuga District, with the exception of the 
Cayuga and Scipio Circuits. The work was enlarging very 
much in the Black River country, which at this time wa~ 
embraced within the bounds of the Oneida District." 

245. Speaking of Ostego Circuit in that District. in 1812, 
Dr. P. says,-" The fire spread over the Circuit. The same 
mode of visiting which we have described, was pursued else
where with tbe same sucees,- and an army of recruits was 
gathered into the Church before the first Quarterly Meeting 
of the year. The Quarterly lIieeting was held in a barn in 
Minden, in the month of December, and a warm time it 
was in the old bal'D, although it was severely cold without. 
On t~e stage were William Case, Ebenezer White, Ralph 
LanDIng, and J onatban Huestis, all now safely landed au 
the blessed sbore." 
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246. Speaking of Ebenezer White, our author says, 
., His prayers were the most perfect specimens of simple, 
earnest, and believing pleadings with God tbat can be 
imagined. They were always pertinent, and seemed to 
reaoh every particular case. He was always in the spirit 
of prayer j his mouth always filled with appropriate words, 
ready to speak. to God without circumlocution. On oue 
occasion, when the Presiding Elder, Rev. Wm. Case, was 
opening a love feast by prayer, his feelings became so excited 
that he paused and gave vent to his tears. All hearts were 
melted and mingled in holy sympathy. A moment elapsed, 
and the voice of Father White was heard. He took up the 
train of thought where Mr. Case left it, and proceeded for 
several minutes in the most earnest and devoted strain of 
supplication j then OD closing a sentence, he paused, and 
Mr, Case re~umed the thread of prayer and closed. There 
was a most glorious unity in the prayer, for there really was 
bnt one prayer made, although the two took part in it." 

247. Our author goes on in a passage which reveals 
Case's purpose of returning to Canada. ., In 1814 
Chenango District was formed from the northern part ot' 
Susquehanna, and the eastern part of Genesee. William 
Case was the Presiding Elder." 'I'he Chenango was tbtl 
Circuit on which Mr. Peck's family resided. He says of 
it as follows,-" In 1814, Ralph Lanning and Nathaniel 
Reader" (one destined to !:lbor in Canada,) "were oUI' 
preacbers. Lanning was a sensible man, a. bound theologian, 
and a systematic preacher. - Reader was earnest and eccen
t.ric. Another Camp-meeting was held this year on the 
same ground which was occupied the year previous. Here 
Michael Burge appeared as Elder in t.he place of William 
Case, who was making preparati()ns to tako charge of tho 
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Upper Canada District.. Burge came from tbe south, and 
was impetuous, assuming, and overbearing. It was first 
supposed he calDe expecting to take charge of the Chcnango 
District the next year. If he had any amhition in that 
direction he was disappointed, for he did not take with the 
preachers, and never had anything in the Conference but 
hard Circuits. At the Camp.meeting referred to, Burge 
preached a slam·hang sermon, which made more people angry 
than it converted, while popular and telling discourbcs were 
delircred hy George Harmon, Israel Chamherlain, George 
III. Densmore and others. It was a time of power, and much 
good was eviden tly accomplished." 

248. Mr. Case, during a part of the tilDe under considcr· 
ation, was in a position to see some of the horror& of war, and 
to alleviate some of its mi,eries, and, among the rest .• to minis· 
ter to the souls and hodies of some of his Canadian hrethren, 
whom he had known in former days, and whom he found in 
captivity. This will appear from the following extracts of 
letters written hy him at two different intervals. 

249. He .ays: "I was present a few hours after the hattIe 
of Sackett's Harhor, where I witnessed a scene of death and 
carnage more moving than ever I saw before. Numbers lay 
cold in death. IIIany were groaning with their wounds and 
bleedillg in their gore. Myself and tlVO preachers were in 
Rutland, about ten miles from the Harbor, and werc about 
to commence clearing off a camp.groulld, but on hearing the 

Clnnon and COllstant roll of small arllls we gave up the idea of 
work and betook ourselves to prayer.- Such sensations 1 
never realized before. ,Ve knew rnany of our acquaintances 
were there, among whom were brpthren in the .Lord. We 
thou~ht on the condition of the women whose husbands and 
sons lVere exposed; the welfare of our country, where 80 much 
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Was at stake, and the honor of the nation concerned j but 
more than this a tbousand times-the immortal interests of 
the thousands who were engaged in tbe contest j and here, 
I know not tbat I felt any partiality for Americans more than 
Englisbmen: all of One creation- alike the subjects of re
deeming blood, all accountable to tbe King of kings, and 
deserving the same condemnation. With these reflections we 
immediately called tbe household and fell upon our knees iu 
prayer, and the Lord poured on us the spirit of supplication. 
We wept aloud and prayed most fervently to the Ruler ·of 
nations and Saviour of men that he would pardon our national 
crimes, save men from death, protect the Harbor from con
quest, and have mprcyon the souls of those constantly falling 
in hattie. You may suppose that the constant sound of the 
instruments of death gave weight to our concern, and ardency 
to our petitions, with all that grace could inspire. 

250. "We then mounted our horses and sct out for the 
scene of action, that, if possible, we might afford some assist 
ance as ministers, and administer consolation to the woundea 
and dying. When we reached the Harbor the British had 
retreated to their shipping, leaving part of the dead and 
wounded upon the field of hattie. These, with our own men, 
were brought in from the field; the dead were stretched side 
hy side in rows, and the wounded on beds and straw in as 
comfortable a condi tion as could be expected. We were con
ducted by a friend to the several hospitals, where I saw the 
distress of about eighty wounded. I cannot describe my 
feelings to bear the groans of the wounded and dying, some 
pierced through the body, others through the head, some 
bruised by the faIling of timbers, otbers with broken bones, 
and one whose face was shot away, (save "is nnder jaw,) by a 
grape-sbot_ He was yct breathing stroo!\. This was .. shock-



318 CASE, AN[ 

ing view. Some were in such pain they COUla not be conversed 
with j others being fatigued and broken of their rest were 
asleep, but we convers "d with many who manifested serious
ness, whom we pointed to the suffering, bleeding Saviour, and 
exhorted them to look to him for mercy. Here I saw how 
uEeful a faithful and feeling chaplain might be. The best 

opportunity would present Itself in alleviating the miseries of 
men in some degree, by procuring such things as the dis
trc"ed most needed, and by comforting them in their afBic
tions j and here he might be heard though at another tillJe his 
counsel might be slighted. 

251. "In conversation with the British wounded I found 
a .erious young man who had been a hearer of the Methodists 
in Ireland, Quebec, and Upper Canada. His name was Horn
brook, and he belonged to the 10 Oth regiment; also a brother, 
Charles Pratt, one of our militia, badly wounded. Both were 
glad to see and talk with tbeir preachers. 

252 .• < Having been without bread a long time, many of the 
militia were very hungry. Some wanted coffee, some milk, 
some bl·ead. We gave them the biscuits we carried down, but 
could procure no milk for them. I really de,ired to ~tay 
with them j my heart thirsted to do them good. One young 
man who was wounded told me his brother was killed in the 
hattie. His parents, I believe, live ea.t of the Connecticut 
Ri,·er. We were then conducted to the remains of Col. Mills, 
of the Alhany volunteers. He and the British general, Gray, 
·were laid out together, both brave, < by mutual wound. ex
pired,' but now sleep poacably together. Among the woun-led 
I heard no swearin6. In this battle several of our brethren 
suffered. Brother Greave., an ensign in the militia, living 
ncar the IIarhor, and several others were taken prisoners. 
He has written from Montreal to hi> family. Brother Fay, 
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.. f Ellisburgh, was wounded in the drst part of the action, 
and in attempting to make bis way home, fell in with a body 
of Indians who had landed further up, who shot him several 
times, scalped and mangled him in a horrib'e manner. His 
body was founel some time after, and interred by his fathel 
near the place. It seems the Indians were somehow inter

'rupted, and in their hasty Hight left the scalp and knife, 
which were found near the body. Brother F.'s money was 
found· near him on a. root j his scalp is in the possession of 
his widow. 

253 ... On leaving the harbour, we called on some brethren, 
who, with their neighbors, carried down several gallons of 
milk, and distributed among the wounded. We also repre
sented their case to th£ congregation at the close of the 
Camp-meeting, when twenty-five dollars were contributed 
and put into proper hands, who purchased coffee, sugar, and 
other delicacies which they most needed, and fl'om time to 
time distributed among them, For this they were very 
thankfnl, anel both English and American blessed me with 
many good wishes when I again visited the hospital, four 
weeks ago. I found Hornbrook had so far recovered as to 
be 'loble to hobble about. Of seventy-five wounded, twenty
one died. They carried most of their wounded off the deld, 
to their boats, in time of battle. Brother Pratt has also 
recovered. The hody of Col. Mills was removed to Water
town, where his fnneral was attended by a numerous 
assembly of soldiers and citizens, where a sermon was 
preached on Provo xxii. I, when several traits iu the char
acter of the amiable Colonel were proposed for imitation.. 
The assembly were moved, and wept. 

254 .• < Our preachers on the lines have frequent oppor
tuuities of preaching to the soldiers. who are very fond of 
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hearing. We find it necessary to' avoid all political discos
siens, both in public and private." Such was tbe spirit of 
the Methodist preachers along the lines in the war-time. Tho 
acquaintance which these itinerants had formed with the 
people on both sides before the war, prepared them to act the 
part of good Samaritans to the wounded and prisoncrs. This 
is further exemplified from another extract from a letter of • 
Mr. Case's, which we subjoin. 

, 255. Under the date of .. Albany, Oct. 26, 1813," he 
writes as follows :-" This moment I have returned from a 
visit to tbe barracks in Greenbush,"-where thc Canadian 
prisoners were kept-·· in company with brother Merwin," 
who will. be remcmbered as once stationed in Montreal. 

256. "Having been kindly indulged by Col. Larned, com
mandant to the prisoners, we most joyfully embraced the 
privilege of proclaiming to them the sweet liberty of the 
Gospel. . They were called togethcr by their officers, and a 
more attentive congregation I never expect to address again. 
As soon as we began to sing there was wceping; and imme
diately on our kneeling to prayer they all knelt down, and 
here and there we heard tbe votee of Amen to our petition for 
tbeir salvation. I could nol solve this till after the service. 
To my great surprise and min~lcd grief and joy, several 
brethren and acquaintances from Canada camc and made 
tbemselves known to ns; tbey werc militia in arms, and were 
taken near Fort George. Among these were Messrs. George 
Lawrence, leader at Four Mile Creek; William Clinton, 
from the head of tbe lake, and Rnssel Hawley, brother of 
David Hawley, of the Bay of Quinte. Tbeir captivity was 
an alBiction wbieh made friends more consoling." 

257. Mr. Case say& the Canadian prisoners ., were militia 
in arms," hut l\fr. Lawrence was an exception. The reader 
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will remewocr that he was one of the Methodist Palatine 
stock, and brother of John Lawrenoe, the second hu.hand of 
Mrs. Philip Embury. In the war-time he was so advanced 
in years as to be exempt from militia duty, although his sons 
bore arms, and one of them was wounded the day bis father 
was taken prisoner. Mr. L., senior, kept ahout the peaccful 
avocations of his farm, and cantiuued to meet his little class 
in his own house in those stormy times. He was made :u 
prisoner at his own door at Cross-Roads. The writer, though 
ouly a child of four years, was there, and remembers well his 
arrest, as he does all events consecutiyely since the battle of 
Niagara. The Americans were then iu the occupancy of 
Fort George, and a portion of the British army were 
entrenched at the Cross-Road., about half a mile from Mr. 
Lawrence's residence. A general skirmish had taken place 
all that morning between the pickets and advanced guarde of 
the two armies. A body of only ten American Indians, or 

. white men disguised like Indians, advanced towards Mr. 
L.'s, where an officer's mess was kept and a guard of thirty 
soldiers posted. The cowardly officer of the guard, one Mc
Leod, (let his name go down to posterity,) threatened to 
.. cut off the first man's head who fired a shot;" and, to the 
everlasting disgrace of British soldiers, they took to their 
heels and fied to the camp, leaving the woruen and children 
to thc mercy of the savages. These latter, when they came 
up, shot a curporal of the Glengarries, a Mr. S.Ilith, who 
chanced to be there, and who holdly stood on his defence_ 
Mr. L. thinking the matter .ome emeute between the British 
soldiers and our own IDdian~, passed through the front gate 
into the road, and gave one of the savages his hand, who took 
and held it, while another came up with an angry counte
uance and grasped the old gentleman hy the neck-cloth, and 
made him a prisoner. He and poor Smith, whom only th~ 

p2 



322 CASE, AND 

oourage of a woman, Mrs. Cassady, kept t.he savage. from 
killing outright in the honse, whither he had cr:1wled, WAre 
le<l aw"y from our sight. S uitb die 1 on the road. Tbe 
alarm was given before anyone had bl'oken bis fast. We 
~Il fl,d. The writer's mother and her four youagest child· 
reo, plSsin~ the camp, f,)unl the army preparing for march, 
and an elder son aod brotber just mounting his horse with a 
view to coming to our rescue. \Ve followed the retreating 
army through Ihe Black Swamp Road all that weary day, and 
hroke a twenty.four hours' fast at sunset. 'Ve had the 
"upreme felicity of extending tbe hospitalities of our Itumble 
house in York to Mr. Lawrence, wllOm we all revcrdd and 
loved as a falbcr, towards thc closc of the war, on his way 
back from captivity. The writer met this saint of God ., in 
age anu feebleness cxtreme," anu fonnu bim rejoicing in 
hopes of the cverlasting rest. The critical reader will please 
pordon tbis short episode, designed to prescnt a little tableau 
relating to the war, and to preserve thc memory of a worthy 
man. 

:2.)S. Mr. Case goes on, .. By them " (the prisoners,) ., I was 
informed Ibat in conseqnencc of tbe troubles th~re had been 
uo preacbing in that part for some time; that Mr. Ryan and 
others were travelling and doing all tbe good they could for 
God and souls: tbat none of OUI' bretllfcn had been killed 
Brother ~Jerwin has permission to preach to tbem every week. 
and he has appointed to do so every Tuesday afternoon, it 
tbe weather will permit. They are a mixed multitude of Eng· 
IjslJ. French, &c., amounling to about five hundred and liftJ 
nine, but very anxious for meetings. Brother Merwin is to 
send them Bibles from the Society in this place, and othel 
hooks. 0 pray for them I" 

259. IIappily the scenes of carnage and misery which ha~ 
IIUBBed before us, arising from the strife between two sectiOn! 
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of a roce of men, who should nuvcr be o\herwis~ than friends 
and allies, was about to close. The C tU'ldian preachers WCl' 

to regain thc privilc3C of ntlending tile Cunferences of their 
brethren in thc States. A number of activc aud zealous young 
aborers, who had been called into the ministry on the Boutht 
side of the national line of demarkation during t1w war, were 
800n to come over to Canada's help. And I1ir. Case, our 
principal subject, was now already making preparations to 
return to his first field of ministerial labor, never to leave il 
till ,ummane'} to his reward. Tbat uninterrupted Canadia 
life till it. close, will be tbe Bubj~ct of a SECOND VOWME. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUMJo:. 

Guelph. 1867. 





NOTES EMENDA TORY 

Tbe author has disclosed to the reader in the Preface the 
difficulties under which he bas labored from the late arrival 
of materials, or information sought. The non-arrival of 
these, in some cases till after the part to which they helonged 
was printed, has occasioned some deficiencies and some inac
cnracies. These we now propose to remedy, so far as the 
means at our disposal will enahle us_ 

N. B. We shall give first the number of the page and 
paragraph where the correction is to he made, in each 
sevcral case, and then the correction itself; also, the correction 
will he numhered, the number heing-contained within a par
enthesis, thus: (1,) (2,) (3,) &c_ 

(1.) Page 8, paragraph 15. There was a Lutheran Min
ister in Matilda, a good man. tbe Rev. Mr. Swartzfader; and 
one in the Bay of Quinte, near Bath, the Rev. Mr. Scammer
horn. 

(2.) Page 25, paragraph 13. Ryan is well remembered 
botb in Dunham and Sutton, C. E., hy the oldest people, even 
to this day. 

(3.) Page 26, paragraph 14. We can nQW supplement 
our deficient account of tbe Rev. Daniel Pickett by the 
following :-Hc "was born in the State of Connecticut, New 
Milford, on tbe 14th July, 17'11. His parents were members 
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of the 8hurch of England, and much attacbed to the Icing, 
acd t~at side of the questiou, during the war. When quite 
young-perhaps between twenty and twenty-twa-he married 
Miss Ingersol, a sister of tbe late Charles Ingersol, Esq., of 
Ingersol, in the county of Oxford, which county he repre
sentei for several years in our Provincial Parliament. This 
lady died early in life. Mr. P. subsequently formed another 
matrimonial connection. It was about the close of the last 
century that he emigrated to Canada. He departed this life 
on tbe 14tb of July, 1854, in sure and certain hope of a 
glorious resurrection unto immortal life." (Minutes at 
Niagotra Conference, 111. E. C.) 

(4.) Page 35, paragraph 27. Robert Perry had married 
youn" but his wife died and he was a widower during the 
time be travelled. 

(5.) Page 57, paragraph 63. It was a mistake to say tbat 
Jewell was a native of ireland-he was IDore likely born in 
Pennsylvania. 

(6.) Page 74, paragraph 96. II Missiqoi" should be 

MISIoisquai. 

(7.) Page 91, paragraph 123. We might have added 
Yannest's sleeping between two logs in the woods of Nelson, 
to the other cases there mentioned. 

(8.) Page 131, paragraph 27. The incident here mentioned 
in connection with Perry's name is placed too early. It did 

iDot occur till during one of his later appointments to that 
Circuit. 

(9.) Page 169, paragraph 24. A very gra\'e omIssIon is 
made in the li.t of stations for the Upper Canada District in 
leaving out iJetrait, with tbe name of its preacher, William 
Case_ 
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(10.) Page 234, par&graph 81. The author suspeet3 he is 
wrong in pronouncing tb&" Father Miller" on whom Ryan 
and Brehm called in their jOUl'Dcy, a "Palatine. and th~ 

!!:randlather of' the Rev. Aaron Miller." It is, perhaps, more 
likely lhat it was not the German-Irish Gerret lIIiIler of' Ear
ne,lowll, but George Miller, a real Dutchman, who lived on 
the Bay Road, between Kingston and Adolphustowll . 

• (11.) Page 245, paragraph 105. We ha\'e since learne" 
that Kilbourn wat' countermanded, and Dever went to t"o I 
Stanstead Circuit at all. 

(12.) We said, page 15, that the decrease in 1799 was the 
.. fl"st" reported for Canada :" it was the 1MI'd. 

(13.) We failed to say, page 20, that Samuel Coate 1'<1-

maiued at Baltimore a second year, which he diel. 

(14.) We wrongly spelled the Vergennes Circuit, in \'l., 
Dalling it " Verginnes," 0:1 page 25. 

(15.) It was Ii mistake, page 26, to say that Ryan was ever 
Case's c, Presiding Elder," which he never was. 

(16. ) We now supplement paragraph 24, page 33, with the 
following obituary of Mr . . Pearse:-

"Rev_ Gershom Pearse was admitted on trial in the N"w 
York Conference in the spring ~f 1803, and station~d at 
Plattsbllro;h. Hi, appointments thereafter were as follows: 
In 1804, at Fletcher; 1805, Niagara; 180G. Oswegotcl,;,,; 
1807, Dunham; 1808, Saratoga; 1809-10, Granville; 1811, 
Thurman; 1812, Grand Isle; 1813-14, Cambridge j 1815-
16, Montgomery; 1817-18, Sharon; 1819. Albany; 18~O, 

Coeymans; 1821-22, Chatham j 182:3-24, Granville j 1825-
26, Pittsfield; 1827. Buriington; 1828-29, Redding j 18:30-
3:, Hempstead and Huntiog:on. At the Conference 01' 1832 
he becamc superannu<1ted, and continued in tbat relation to 
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tile pl'riod of his dcatil. Brother Pearse is J'eriJeruber~d by 
tile oldel' 1l1{'.lllbcrs of the Conference as manii'esting much 
lli"!'O Iban ol'llinary ability. His intellect in furce and habit 
j, J,,"I. described by the expression 'long-headed.' He was 

" dew,ul lll"tJ, at times a IllObt pqwerful preacher. His ser
we.J\s, weight)' wilh thought, fe.rvid wilh feeling, and in power 
(,f II,e Holy Spirit, made a deep and abiding impression. He 
dit,d in much pcacc at Milan, Ohio, on the 23rd of Marc'll, 
1SG5." 

(17.) "Upper Canada Lower Circuit" was Coleman's ap
T,oitllll]ent ill 179G, instead of "Upper," as stated on page 42. 

(IS.) Tile" Upper Circuit" was Woolsey's first in Canada, 
jll~tcaJ of " Lower,'1 as Rtnted on page 45, first line. 

(I~.) !Oince tile first impression 'Was thrown off, ,he follow
in~ o\,ituary of 'Woolsey has come to hand, which supplements 
the fir~t paragraph 011 page 46:-

.. He\,. Elijah \Voohoy was born July 26,1771, in Marl_ 
lJoron,~h, Ulster county, New York. His parentis were pious; 

hi, llIother e'pecilliy was deeply devoted to God, and no 
uoubt imparterl to him early l'cligio~s instruction. 

" As a result, probably, of tbe piety and prayen of his pa
I'enl,. he "as converted to (jod in his youth, and Jlt twenty 
),ears of age entered the itinerant ministry, and was stationed 
on CalldJrid~e Cil'cuit. 

'. Tn 17D4 lie volunteered his services for Canada. He was 
then but lI.enty-three years of age. Not only was the coungy 
wllieh he had chosen as the field of his toil a new country, 
upslitutc of lllfilly of the comfOl:ts of civilized hfe, hut the 
]'Qail to it for some hundl'eds of miles was an almost u'nbroken 
forest. IIis 1'Oute lay up the Mohawk River to its source, 

thence down \Vood Creek to Lake Ontario, and across the 
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lake into Canada. His companion in this missionary enter
prise was the late James Coleman. Their most feasible 
lIlelhod of travelling was· by canne; and after incr-edible toil 
and hardship, sleeping from fifteen to twenty nights in the 
woods, they accompiished their journey. 

"Here he laboured with diligence and success for two 
years, and left a grateful memorial of himself in the hearts of 
the people. He continued to fill various Circuits, stations, 
and districts, often preachicg under the influence of power 
from on high, and participating in many gracious revival. of 
religion, until 1835, when be was returned supernumerary, in 
which and the superannuated relation he continued uutil his 
death. 

" After desisting from the regular work of an itinerant min
ister, he chose for hiS! residence Rye, Westchester county, 
N. Y., where he endeared himself to the people by preaching 
when able, assisting it the various social means of grace, and 
uniting in affectionate Chri.tian intercourse. His decease 
was preceded by a long and gradual decline, during whieb he 
exhibited Christian rebignation and cheerfulness, and bi. 
spirit often rejoiced in God his Saviour . 

• , Father iV-DaIsey was a man of great benevolence of cbar
acter, and amenity of manners. He seemed to have the happy 
art of attaching to himself his associates without effort on his 
part, and those attachments were lasting as life . 

.. He was a holy ruan, a good preacher, and he shan be hel~, 
in everlasting remembrance." 

(20.) The two years. 1796 and 1797, during which we 
were unable to a~count for Jewell, on page 57, were spent on 
Somersett and Dorchest.r Circuit., Maryland. 

(21.) Jame. Aikin'~ death took place in 1823, instead of 
" 1821," as we erroneJuslv stated on page 64. 
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(~2.) Vaooest was a Soperannuate 39 years, in.tead of 

::!1, as ::;tatcJ page 82. 
(23.) Dr. Reed says Philip Ayre, mentioned page 140, 

"'eated in 1836. 
(24.) Wc could give 00 satisfactory account of Lansford 

Wbiting, on page 192, but we here subjoin his obituary :-

.. Lon-ford Wbitin,;-for want of correct information we 
Ire not uble to say when or where be was born, but it appears 
Ihat he was made a subject of the converting grace of God, 
und became a mCIll ber of the lIIethodist Episcopal Church 

about the year 180-1. 
" He entered tbe travelling connection in 1808, and waS 

Ippoillted to labor on Plattsbul'!; Circuit; in 180() be was 
~utioncd on Dunham; 1810 011 Thurman; at the Cooference 
in ISll he volunteercd to accompany Bishop M'Kendree to 
the Western Conference. After his dcparture from New 
York he was taken ,ick on board the sloop, in which there 
were ~ number of preacbers returning from Conferencc; upon 
consultation. it was thougbt best to put him on shore at 
Pou~bkeepsie, for the purpose of obtaining medical aid, and 
he was accordingly put on shore on Thursday. evening, and 
committed to the care of Dr. James Covell. On the next day 
it was discovered that his disorder was the small-pox, which 
it seems be had taken while attending tbe Conference in New 
York, and which proved to be of the eonlluent kind • 

.. His disorder was Bevere, and ils progress rapid, so that it 
·terminated in death the Monday evening following, being the 
4th of June, IBll, about the 25th year of his age. 

" In all the relations which he filled among us, a8 .. private 
memher of the church, and as a travelling preacher, he was a 
youn:>: man of exemplary piety, and hig~Jy rcsPb~ted by tho&e 
who knml him. In him tbe p.race" of the E: pint shone wittz 
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• peculiar lustre, and the tenor of his life scpmpd to be a liv
mg and practical comment on the gospel of Jesus Christ, his 
Divine Master. Eeriousness, quietness, meeknes~, and pa
tience, were some of his peculiar excellences, and in him these 
were seen in that degree which is seldom equallcd, and perhaps 
never exceeded . 

.. His last illness, which terminated the mortal scene, was 
short a~d severe, and of a nature to give but little opportunity 
for conversation about the things of God, he not being able 
to converse without great pain; yet there was opportunity 
enough for him to cxpress }lis firm confidence in his Redeemer, 
and the glorious hope of etemallife through him. From his 
conversation, which was solemn and savoury, (as reported by 
those who were with Lim,) we conclude that t'lerc is no room 
left to doubt that he has made" happy exchange of " world 
of sorrow and pain for a world of joy, peace, and everlasting 
happiness j where pain, .in, Sorrow and death are all done 
away." 

(25.) The total number on the same page is wrong-the 
true return was 3,173, for the year 1809-10. 

(~6.) The old Journals of the Genesee Conference state his 
brethren woulU not give George McCracken a "location" till 
certain" cbarges were answered." We fin-l no record of the 
iasue of the investigation. (To supplement page 199.) 

(27.) Of Mitchell, whom we could trace no further, on page 
212, we are now enabled to present the following obituary:-

.. Dr. James Mitchell was born in the county of Monogllan, 
Ireland, in or about the year 17'17. In bis eighth year ho 
lost his father, and his training, along with that of a large 
family of children, devolved upon his widowed mother. Soon 
after attaining his majority the fa."ily emigrated to Ameriea, 
and settled at Soudcrsburgh, in lancaster, Pa., where there 
waH at that time a f1ourisbillc! Methodist EDiscoval Church. 
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"",th this Qu, brother ronnBcteu himself, undln l,,~ ye:>. 1805 
received lice"se as an exhorter from the ltel'. Sulolllon Sharp. 
'I'he appointment to which he was then attached was on the 
old Dauphin Circuit. The year followiDg he was receivel! ()Q 

trial into the Philadelphia Annual Conference. Hi; first field 
of labor wa. on the eastern shore of ~blliand. He Wal! Jr· 
uained in this city by Bishop Asbury, on the 2~nu of March, 
l~OS, and at the ballle Cr,nference was tramferrcd to the 
Genesee country, where he travelled one or two :years, anu 
endured considerable hardships, upon wbich, aftcr he had 
become aged, he uelighteu t" COllVetsC with his cbildren and 
grandchiluren. Here he frequently blept in the woods, with 
his saddle for a pillow, and the heavens fo,' a covering. It 
was aiso whilc travelling in tbis coulltry that be enjoyed the 
companionship of the Re,', William. D. J,ucey, with whom he 
afterward frequently corresponded, and for whom he can· 
t,"cteu " firm ~nd ardent friendship . 

.. He was ordained Eider by Bishop ~I'Kendree at Lyons> 
10 the State of New York, 00 the 24th of July, in tho year 
1810. The two followin3 years he spent in Canada, first at 
Montreal, (wherc, throngh his cnte"prise and activity, he 
succeeded in erecting a cburch build in;!,) and afterward at 
Qoebec. But not being pleased with this country, he wrote 
to nishop A;bury desiring that he might be appointed to a 
11101'. southern latitude. The manner ia which I,is rcque.t 
was regarded by the fir&t American BIshop l'luy be discovero.J. 
in two original letters, written by tbe hand of Asbury, awl. 
which have heen preserveu among his papers. The firs' of 
theso is on a slip of paper of two inches in width. Iii, 
without date, and in these worus: 'I have tried wilh all <"Y 

IlIi~ht to rdease you from Quebec, but cannot; perhaps J"'U 
had better take up the t (cross) and try it one year more., _ 
F. ASBURY.' 
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The olber is on an entire sheet of paper, a large portion of 
which, howcver, is occupied by an affectionate lettel' fr~lli the 
venerable IIenry Bm~lm, who at tbe time at the writing was 
th~ travelillg eomp"nion of Asburv. It is dated Balli~ore 
March 19, 1811. The following is a copy: 

")Jy Dear Jilllmy,-Great gracc rest upon you in yOUl 
soul, aDd services for God and souls. I am please1 exceed
ingly to hear of yaur beiug well and doing Will. It is not 
pO["lible to know tbe importance of regular attention i" a 
stat."n like Quebec. Many peculiarities will attend changes. 
We wi~h to come as neat to you as po~sible to have the fullest 
jnfOrmatlOn .)f persons and thing.. You will be sure your 
brethren view you as placed in an important station, Fa reo 
mote from thew. AcceFt their prayers and their confidence. 
We have no feare of your betraying your trust. 

" I am most cunfidentially aDel affectionately yours, 
uF. ASBURY. 

" P. 8.-1 think tile vrobability is that your hrother Wil· 
liam will come to see you lf you stay patiently a little longer 
in Canada. F. A." 

"Upon the brl>aking out oi the war of 1812, Brother 
Mitchell was permitted to return to the StateE, anu was 
appointed to Dauphin Circuit. In 1014 he was married to 
Miss Eliz" Brobst, of Lancaster County, Pa., the molber or 
Mrs Dr. Nesmith, through whose kindness we have been 
f1rrnished with much information ",ith regard to her deee"sed 
father. He afterward travelled Cbester Circuit, where the 
health of bis wife having failed, he determined upon a loca· 
tion. In 1816 lie Illatriculated in the University <tf Pennsyl . 
• ania, and having attended the lectures there for SOrne time, 
.ucceeded to a situation in the Southern Dispensary of I',i, 
city. It was not long until he ohtaincu "quite extens.ve and 
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lucrative practice, and took np his residence in Fifth·street 
above Spruce, wbere he continued to live until his departure 
from our midst. 

" Dr. Mitchell received a location which he retained antil 
about 1824, when he was again received into the Conference 
3S a Supernumerary. Dr. Sargeant was also received at the 
same time. But so far as we have heen informed neitber of 
tbem at any time made any claim upon its funds. Dr. 
~litchell and his family usually worshippet.! witb the congrega
tion of the Metho.'!ist Episcopal Union Church, in whosp 
communion he alt;o dieu . 

.. As far as his professional duties and healtb would permit, 
he continued to labor in the Church of God by preachini; tLe 
Gospel and administering tbe Sacraments until tbe infirmities 
of advancing years entirely forbadc all furtber toil. IIis first 
wife died soon after his settlement, ant.! in a few years after
wart.! be was united in marriage with ~Iiss Eliza Landretb, 
the molher of tbe lamented ~arah J. Hurn, who, with her, 
died several years before him • 

.. He WaS greatly beloved by his family and respected by 
hi, friends. His confidence in Christ remained "teadfast to 
the end. "In age and feebleness extreme," he at length Jay 
down to die. The members of his family who stood at his 
bedside perceived no fearful struggles with the final messen. 
ger, hut Raw their parent as he calmly and without" groan 
surrendered his spirit up to God, and r~signed himoelf to his 
Jast slumber. He died April 13, 1859, in the 83rd year 01 
his ag~." 

(28) Paragraph 4,9, page 220, Peter Covenboren 
thirty years old when he entered the work. 

(~~.) On page 257 we made the increase 
(181l-1\!.) too large-it was One thousand and 

for tbe year 
ninety-one. 
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