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PREFATORY NOTE. 

The writer of the following lecture debires it to be understood that 
his object has been merely to introduce the grcat questions of which 
it treats, to the attention of those who may not previously have con­
"idcred them. In attempting to cOlllpress eyen the elements of the 
oubject within the limits of a lecture, it has proved necessary to omit 
lllany important topics, and merely to mention others which might 
profitably have been treated in detail, and illustrated by document­
ary and other evidence. 

The lecture is published by reque~t of the large and respectable 
audience before which it was delivered. 



HISTORY AND PROSPECTS OF PROTESTANT EDU­
CATION IN LOWER CANADA. 

It 10 natural that a lecturer ~hould oeled a topic \11th which hi" own 
thoughts have been much occupied, and 'rhich may aL the same time 
be supposed likely tl) intcl'cot his audience. FIJr thi,; reason I make no 
apology for imitins; your attention to a sU)'Jcct which seems to 
me of 'pecial importance in the present uisis, and in which 
all of us are in ;.om.: degree interested. In doin:; so, I :-hdl first 
briefly sketch thc leading fcatures in the history of Briti,h education 
in Lower Cana.la, and then refer to the measures ,,,hil·11 it,: present 
position seems to dcmand. I wish it to be distinctly understood 
that in trcu.till~ ,,1' this l'lIl,jld I do not speak in any official L~:pGcity, 
or as the represcntatiyc of any body of men; but simply as the expo­
Ilent of my own yic,YS in rdatic.n to a caUH~ on which I kln- spent 
nine ofthc j.e,.;t .)"l'ar~ of my litl', alltI which I have learned to r"~al'll 

:],.; of the Ubll"'[ im[lurt: lll'l' to the welfarc, not of Lower Canada 
merely, but of Bliti"h _\.mcrica. The historical fact:; which I shall 
otate haye been ttcriH'.l in part from documents and publications of 
the Itoyal In,tituli,.n. and in part from the Itcports of the Depart­
ment of El1u':ati,,:1. 

The fir~t movemeut OIl behalf of public educ.I.lioll in Luwcr 
Cailada, after the Clll1'Juc.'t, ;:l'pC~!l":' tu haYl~ been made by Lord 
l)"n:lll".,llr, Goyernor of Quebec, in 17S7. He appointed a cOllllllit­
tee of council ti) cullect infurmation OIl the subject of clltH.oa ti"il, and 
to report on "tIte best mode of remedying the dcfl"l'b, an c"lilll,llG 
of the expcu,'c, and by what IU(";llI~ it lIlay be defrayed." The com 
mittee seem to have cnter",l into the subject with Cal"llCstll(·S.' and 
zeal. From the answers to 'l\\l'litions which they prepared, it appears 
that the l'rovi.-i"lI for the 1'111le;lt~')1l Ill' the French population '·')Il . .;i,.;ted 
of the Scmin:lri," of Quclll'" and 1'1ontreal, certain convent:" and 
,';"llie Canadian masters who tall"ltl reading and writing; and the 
Homan Cltlll,);" Hi-II"I' of (lue],,, ... in ailS\yer to a '1Ul· . .;tioll ou the 
"uj'.icel, "btl"] that on the a,\ora:.,;'· there 'HTC in each parish ~I) 
tlr :;1) persons, principally 'l'dUIl'II, who could read allli write. Of 
En,li,lt Education \I'C find at this time ollly the ment-iol\ of sclIlYJI" 
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at Quebec, Three Rivers and Montreal, apparently not receiving any 
provincial aid. 

The Homan Catholic schools at this period seem to have been sup­
ported by t.heir endowments and by fees. The Roman Cath?l.ic Bishop 
of Quebec, in a long and elaborate answer to the enquIrIes of the 
committ.ee, objects to non-denominational education, clnims for him­
self and coadjutor a "distinguished station" in any collegiate insti­
tuto which might bc establishcd, and sccms to think the only mea­
sure required to bc the restitution to the Roman Catholic Church of 
the J csuit.s' estates for educational uses. It is stated in the article 
on Education in Lower Canada, in Lovell's Almanack for 18G4, 
that the coadjutor BisllOp supported the schemc of the Government; 
but I have not seen his answer to the questions proposed. 

The committee, however, had apparently been studying the educa­
tional laws already in existence in the New Englnnd States; and 
accordingly, in an able report, recommend a school system and a 
university. They say:-

" It is expedient without delay to erect Parish or Village Free 
ScllOols in every district of the Province, under the regulation of 
the Magistrates of the district in the Quarter Sessions of the peace." 

" It is also expedient that each District have a Free School in the 
central or County Town of the District." 

" It i,; expedient to erect a Collegiate Institute for eultivating the 
liberal arts and sciences usually taught in the European Universities, 
Theology excepted,on account of the mixture of the two eommunions, 
whose joint aid is desirable in so far as they agree, and who ought to 
be left to find a separate provision for the candidates for the ministry 
of' their respective churches." 

I quote this beeause it shows that, from the very first, the English 
colonists desir~d to erect a public school and university system, as dis­
tinguished from the purely sectarian and ecclesiastical methods advo­
cated by the religious leaders of the French inhabitants. It is also ap­
parent that the committee of Council had conceived the idea of a public 
incorporated unsectarian body, to manage a homogeneous system inclu­
ding the three grades of Collegiate, High School and Common School 
Education, and to hold for this purpose grants of public land and 
private benefactions. They show also a strong desire to meet the 
views of the Roman Catholic clergy, by avoiding all interference 



with their selllinaricsor ,dLUU],', Ill' th,' rdi:.',IIJlI.' ,'dLll~·,tlIUil uf their 

people, and by permitting tllClll to ellllcate tit 'il' 1I1':1111""I,I(' in :;cparatr' 
schools. 

Had this wiol' ,,,hCllle' bcL'll 1':lrril'tl illt" effect ilUllwlliately ,tlill 
,,,ith vigor, the whole futun' ],i.--t(ll'), of Lower ('alla'\;' mioht \t;1\'l' 

been very different, not ",dy educationally hut politically; :tllIl" ,::l'cal 

impube wonld han' been ~in'll to till' indll~trial I'l'''.'',l''~''; "J' t!ll' 
people. Unhappily it 'Ya~ allowed to remain ill"]ll'rati\,'. and L':tI",,\a 

aClillired l'l'pr".,cnt:.li\·" in'Stitutions l.1l'full' it had a 'y,,(CUl of cduc.­
tion. 

The lll'xt cdul'at lUlla! movement ill ]"vwer t!a ll .. da w,[.~; ,d,'lI l;JI: I .. ~h 

in it, origin. It ""ll"i,tetl of a petition bi;';IlI'll principally by the 
British inhabitants "t' (~Ul']'l'l' and it., vicinity, prl' .. :cllll'll (II the first 
Parlialllcnt of t':lll:lIla in 1 '·:I~. Its prilleipal u],ject W:!:; (II u],t ,ill a 
:~r"llt of the .Jc',",uit .. ' c,["k;, for e.Jul'ationall>urpoc'l's. The '\:;:-'.'Il<1,ly 
Hltl'l] an alhIrc,'" '''1 the "uhjcct. but no allS"l'r seems tv k,n' \lc"n 
"btaillel\ untillSlIl, ,,,Ll'll (he LicutenantGuvl'l'lJllr cIIIHl"lwic:tkd to 
the Assembly Hi~ ",Lt.j",t\·. iU,,(l'l1etilill.' in thl' following h'm .. ,;-

"\vith great "a(i:·j'::dion I l,aH' to inform you that TIi.·: "'b.i ' ',(y,i'l IIlll 
his Iu!cruall"l',C::"l',1 for the \l'dj'"re and ]'i''''IlI'lity of his "Ilbjcd:-: in 
this Colony, has been :.;r.lcilluoly plea~cd to give directions fur tIle l'ii­

t:<blishing of a CIIlJlpl'iCllt number "j' Fn'" Schools for the instruction 
of their children in the first rudiment" of uc'el'lll Icarning and in (J", 
EIl.~!i,h tllll,'ll", and a]."o as occasion lllay require, for i'1I111l1!:t(iIlIL, "j' a 
lllorc enbr'.:vl and eomprchensiye nature; and His Majesty has ]JCCH 

further l'lc:a,'",.l to "i'.:Ili(y his Royal intention that a suitable propor­
tion of tl,,, l"w1o 1Ij' thO' Crown :;houli.l be set :Ipart and the ren'IlUG; 

thereof applied to such purpose,:," 

The result was the passing of the ad establi,hin,~ "The Hoyal In· 
~titution for the .\Il\'aneemcnt of LearniB~;" the first grl'at stcp in the 

advancement of E'\lll':;ti"" in Lower Call:111", amI one, which thou~h 
it 11as been crippled by a. continuous ""11 persi5tent IIppo:-;itinn, L", 
produced .'.:'00,1 results, as it Icd to thc foundation of the ;\I c~; ill 

University and of the I1i'.:h 8elll"']:; of (~nl'l'l'e and Montreal, as well 
a:; of several other important :"cllo,)k 

Thc l:II.pl 111·:1 it III ill" was not org,,"iz",j until Ul1S. The ~r"nts of 
land promised to it were not given; "nIl ~npported only by slender 
lr.'~i:-;laf i vc ~rGI1U;) ·iIlr.l l'I'::;m\t'II with .i,,;.illl1,'Y ~by the Frcllt'h ecelesi-
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astical party, and only coldly supported by the English population, 
its funct.ion at lengt.h became rest.ricted to the management of the 
endowment of James McGill. 

In 1824 the Legislature began a series of cnactment.s by which 
Schools were established, irrespective of the Royal Institution, and 
without any adequate provision for their systematic oversight. The 
act of ISZl authorized Fabrique Schools in the Roman Catholic 
parishes. Tn 1829 and folloViing years, various allts were pa~sed, 
authorizing the appointment of school trustees, appointing member~ 
of parliament and others to be visitors, and giving grants for school 
buildin~s and the support of teachers. Under these acts sums es­
timated at £24,000 annually, or nearly one-fifth of the revenue 
of the country, were distributed to Schools, without securing any per­
manent system, and apparently with little educational benefit. 

These educational experiments culminated in 1834 and 1836, in 
two acts of the Assembly, which had they not been defeated, would 
have given an extraordinary and anomalons character to the educa­
tion of J~ower Canaaa. One was an act to incorporate all Provincial 
Institutions of Education, with large powers and privileges, and at 
the same timc apparently to obstruct the establishment of new insti­
tutions. This was disallowed by the British Government. The 
other was a school law, practically making each county member a 
superintendent of education in his own county. This was thrown 
out by the Lc;,islative Council. 

These measures indicate the mutual distrust and antagonism of 
the different sections of the people, preparatory to the insurrection of 
1837, which for the time suspended all thought on the subjcct of 
cducation. 

I trust I shall not raise the shades of any buried animosities by 
quoting the last appeal that I can find at this period on behalf of 
the British population, from an address of the old Legislative 
Council in 1835. After reciting some of the facts already stated 
they say ;-" That no further steps had been taken to accomplish Hi~ 
Majesty's benevolent intentions; that the seminaries of education 
founded originally under the government of France, enjoyed extensive 
and valuable endowments, and that large appropriations of waste lands 
for similar endowments had been sanctioned in Upper Canada New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, but that no provision had been m~de in 
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the Provinee of Lower Canada sinee it became au appendage af the 
British Crown, for the permanent endowment either of Preparatory 
Seminaries or of a University or College, to which your Majesty's 
subjects using the English ton~ue eould I'l',,"rt for the education of 
them~elyes and their children ill tlll~ hip;hcl' !Jranehp,: of learning." 

There is somethinp; pathetic in this last appeal of it body whose 
power was so soon to lJe extinguished, and which, whatever its faults, 
had a ri~ht to maintaiu that Englishmen should not, merely because 
their lot happened to be cast in Lower Canada, be exelnded from 
that royal bounty which desccnded on other colonies. 

Lord Glenelg in his instructions to the Commissioners of' 18:~G, 
urgently directed their attention to this subject,and the Comlllissioners 
themselves report.ed in favor of a liberal and comprehensive sY8tem ; 
but in the issue, while the demands of the Seminary of' ~Iontreal, 
which Lord Aberdeen had so strongly repudiated in his despatch 
of January, 1835, were granted, the Protestants did not obtain 
an acre of the croWD lands. 

Under the union of' the Canadas, a new school law, the germ of 
that still existing, was passed. At first there was hope, in this a~ in 
other respects, that the union of the Canadas would prove a real 
fusion into one nationality; but the old disintegrating forces again pre­
vailed; and as early as 1845 the educational union was finally dissolv­
ed by act of parliament, and the educational intere~ts of the British 
population of Lower Canada, were left at the disposal of the 
French majority, with only such checks as might result fr0111 the in_ 
fluenee of the Upper Canadian members of the Le~isbture. 

Still a great impulse had been given; and since ISH a school 
system has been developed, which, if' not perfect, is still highly eredi­
table, when we take into consideration its youth and the difficulties 
of diversity of race and ereed with which it has had to struggle. 

The appointment of a Superintendent of Education and the praise­
worthy efforts of the present Superintendent and his predecessor, the 
formation of' a Council of Publie Instruetion, the labours of' the 
Inspectors of Schools, the introduction of assessment for the support 
of education, the establishment of Provincial Normal Sehools, the 
publication of Journals of Edueation, and a multitude of minor 
improvements, have given a new character to the elementary instruc-
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linn; while the growth of the institutions of superior education has 

al~o been rapid. 
In re"ard to the British and Protestant education, it may, with­

out an; invidious comparison, be affirmed that it has maintained its 
hround, and that the love of education, and a desire for its promo­
tiun have been steadily advancing. Om Universities have a stand. 
anl of cllucation which may clwJlcnge comparison with any in America, 
ami that oL\Iontrcal has, with little provincial aid, att:lined a growth 
W:lieh in many rcspc:cts places it the first in British America. Our 
:3UI,erior and common schoob, though from causeS incident to our 
puoitiun as a Illinority, they have not attained to the development 
of thc public schools of Upper Cantllla, have done even more than 
thco8 of th~t country, in proportion to the public support which they 
have l"eceiv'"l1. -We have in the main, sustaiued intact that great 
1,,"iIH:ipJc of union in non-sectarian schools, with which our prelleccs­
s "s lJcgan in 1787, and without which we should have succumbed tll­
("bcther before the dominant race and creed. By steady and per­
,:evering effort, amid difficulties and sacrifices unknown to the highly 
endowcd institutions of the majority here, and to our more fortunate 
countrymen in Upper Canada, we 11 ave sustained the cause of British 
and l'ruk.:tant ellucation in Lower Canada, and have thus done much 
to preserve and extend British influence in this country, as well as to 
aid our countrymen of French ori:-:in in their educational progress. 

We now stand on the brink of a new revolution, and should be 
prepared carefully to review the history of the past, and to profit by 
its lessons, bearing in mind our weakness as a minority 

" , 
amI the extreme rapidity with which the most important changes 
are carried into effeet in this country. 

Under the new constitution proposed for British America, it ap­
pears that education is to be left to the local legislatures; but that the 
rights of the minorities are to remain as at the time of the consum­
mation o£&the federal union. We arc further unofficially prom­
iled some measures of legislation, at least to give us equal privi­
leges with the Roman Catholic minority of Upper Canada. 

To anyone acquainted with the history and present state of edu­
cation in !'ower C~nad~, many questions at once suggest 
themselves m conneetlOn WIth the probable working of such a system; 
and these a~e not easil~ answered, in as much as we cannot yet 
hwe a solutlOn of the mam question, whether our British American 
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federation is to be an efficient government, really umtmg the 
provinces which profess to belong to it, or whether, like scme other 
federal unions, it is to be a mere bubble burstinO' with the first 

" breath of popular discontent, or a shadow indicating by its position the 
pressure of the most powerful local influences. These questions at pre­
sent fill the mindil of all thinking men in Canada with anxiety; but 
they are not questions which we C:ln investigate here; and for our 
present purpose we mlly take it for gmnted that the federal union 
will be accomplished, and that Protestant education in Lower Ca­
nada will be left to the control of the local legislature, with sOllle sort 
ot'assurance that the privileges which we may happen to have at the 
time of the union will be continued to us. The questions thus left 
-questions on which the !p.en interested in the political affairs 
of the country, should be glad to have the opinion of those 
engaged in education-are :-lst, What should those privileges 
bc ? and, 2nd, By what guarantees should they be secured? 

In entering on the investigation of these points, there are some 
general considerations to which our attention should first be directed. 

One of these is the parallel supposed to exist between ~he 

rights and interests of the Protestant minority iu J"ower Canada, and 
the Roman Catholic minority in Upper Canada. On this subjeet I 
think there is a great and prevalent misconception. It is supposed 
that what is good and sufficient for one of these minorities must 
necessarily be good and sufficicnt for the other. In reality the 
agreement between the circuDlstances of the two is limited to thcse 
points: 1st, That both are minorities almost equally important 
as to numbers; and 2nd, That both are entitled to have their rights 
of conscience respected. But as to the way in which these 
rights are to be secured in the two cases, no parity can exist. The 
minority in Lower Canada contend for public and non-denominational 
schools, the minority in Upper Canada for separate schools. The 
majority in Lower Canada support a closely denominational and 
ecclesiastical system, the majority in Upper Canada support a pub­
lic and non-sectarian system. The minority in Lower Canada exist 
in the presence of a system supported by a powerful and highly or· 
ganized state church, and strengthened by differences of race, cus­
toms, and language, liS well as of religion; the minority of Upper Ca­
nada are in presence of a system which professes to give them the 
benefits of secular instruction, without interfering in any way with 
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their religion or language. The minority in Lowe~ Canada are 
wealthy, and liable to have their taxes largely apphed to.seh.ool~ 
which they disapprove j the minority in Upper Canada are In h~tle 
danger in this respect, and at thc most their taxcs can be apphed 
only to thc teaching of subjects which in a religious point of view are 
neutral and indifferent. In short, the majority in Upper Canada and 
the minority in Lower Canada agree in the principle of public sehools 
for the better communication of elementary instruction, the majority 
in Lower Canada and the minority in Upper Canada agree in the 
principle of separate schools; and thus while politically the cases of 
the two minorities may be somewhat similar, educationally they are 
totally different. It has, however, been argued, in reference to the 
alleged sectarian character of the schools of Lower Canada, 
that-" separate schools are allowed on the ground of the con­
scientious views of those who do not find themselves at liberty to 
send their children. to the schools of the majority, and to make 
the two cases parallel, it is sufficient to say that Catholics 
are as much forbidden to scnd their children to what are 
carlled non-sectarian schools as to Protestant 8chools."* Thi~ is, 
no doubt, true, but then it is the majority in Lower Cana­
da and the minority in Upper Canada wh:> object to the non-sec­
tarian schools; and the conscientious convictions of the two minori­
ties, together with the educational principles, policy and require­
ments resulting therefrom, are diametrically opposed to each other. 
It is to be hoped that we shall hear no more comparisons of this kind, 
at least from Protestants, and I trust that our countrymen in Upper 
Canada and the Lower Provinccs will not be misled by them. 

There is another point important to this discussion, which has not, 
so far as I know, been publicly agitated in connection with the subject, 
and which I know leads to somewhat dangerous ground, but which, 
as it is necessary to explain our position, must be briefly noticed. I 
refer to the fact that the Roman Catholic schools of Lower Canada 
arc objectionable to Protestants, on other than religious grounds. 
The atmosphere of the~e schools is decidedly unfavorable to the 
culture of the qualitie~ which we most esteem in an Englishman. 
There are other evils more tangible than this. I recently had my 
attention directed to the adva,nced English reading book of thc 
Christian Brothers, used in many of the schools of Lower Canada 

• Journai of Educalion for Lower Canada, OClober. ' 
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and was surprised to find that 1\1 it" historical and political 
tone, it is rather an American and Irish, than an English 
book, while, as might haye been expl,ctl'll, in religion it is nar­
rowly Roman Catholic. * In its literary l'xtracts it ""Icd", "\'l'll 

from Protestant authors, p:lssagl's in favour of the Romish Church. 
It avoids the history and glorious traditions of our mother land, hut in­
cludes fulsome culngil'" of thc American l'ollstitution and its heroe,_ 
and references to the persecutions supposed til have heen suffer­
ed by the Catholic Irish. Any spirited boy taking hi~ information 
from such reading, must cnllle from schol)l with a strong tin:::'e of" a 1l~:I,)­
phobia." Xow without s:lying a word against the conscientious eOIl­
victions of our Roman Catholic brethren in the teaching pru[':"siolJ. 
or even as to the inexpediency of traillin" boys to dislike the nation 
and government under which they liVt'. we may at least be permitted 
to say that we have a decided aversion to this sort of train­
ing for our children, independently altogether of religious considera­
tions. It is but fair to add that I have been informed that an expur­
gated edition of the book to which I have referred is in prl).!.:Tess. Its 
defects however, are negative as much as positive; and I have refer­
red to it merely as an instance of the influences unfavorable tn the 
healthy development of the British character, which exist in the 
Schools of the Lower Canada majority, and which constitute a part 
of the reasons which prevent us from uniting with them. 

In the second place we are tau~ht by the history of Protestant edu­
cation in Lower Canada, not to rely too implicitly on every sort of 
guarantee that may be offered. The broad regis of the British Empire 
and its constitution, might well seem a sufficient guarantee for the 
rights and interests of Englishmen in any colony; but experience has 
not proved it to be so in Lower Canada. The influence of the 
British Empire did not prove sufficient to secure the grants of land 
promised to the Royal Institution, or the permanent Educational 
union of Upper and Lower Canada, or a system of education here 
equally favorable to the interests of the Empire with the Irish national 
system. Unless under the new federation the power of the Imperial 
Government shall be more strongly and directly exercised in our affairs 
than hitherto, we can expect ~othing from it, except such stimulus as 
may be afforded by the personal influence of the able and educated 
men who may represent Her Majesty as Governors. The influence 

• Third Book of Reading Les8on" compiled by the Brothers 01 the Chr;'tian school •. 
-S4dIicr 4' Co., New Y urk, ana MOfItreal, 18,9. 
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thus exerted in favour of education by our late Governor General, 
Sir Edmund Head, was very beneficial j but it is questionable whether 
the head of a confederacy including local governments, will be. able 
to act so directly in educational affairs. 

Again we are told that there will be a great Protestant and Eng­
lish majority in the Federal legislature, and that the general govern­
ment will, by its veto, secure our ri;;hts. In looking at our past his­
tory, we cannot find that Upper Canada has in time past exercised 
this kindly influence on our behalf under the old union, though it 
was most directly its interest to do so j nor can wo suppose that a re­
presentative government will ever be able to offend, on account of 
a matter so trivial as education has always appeared to party politi­
cians, the majority of one of the most powerful provinces. But 
in addition to all this, if we state the population of British America 
in round numbers at three millions and a half, one million and a half 
arc Roman I;atholics, all, if we may credit the good evidence 
already quoted, "forbidden" to send their children to non.sectarian 
schools, while we know that alllong the remaining two millions of Pro­
testants and other non-catholics, there is no great unanimity in fa­
vour of a public school system. What guarantee can we have that the 
unanimous million and a half may not on this point overcome 
the divided two millions, not in the case of Lower Canada only, but 
of the whole federation, in so far as local legislation will permit. 

But lastly we arc told th::L a school law will be passed before the 
union of the Canadas is llis80lvcd, fixin~ our position beyond the 
posoibility of its being disturbed. It lllay well be asked-can this be 
done? Legislation is a continually operating and accumulating force, 
tha1800n transforms itself into that "logic of facts," which sweeps away 
all st:ltionary guarantees. These arc usually but stones thrown into 
the bed of a rapid stream j they may make a little commotion and 
splutter, butthe st.ream moves on. In education, every new insti­
tution established or required, every slight change of the school law, 
however apparentiy innocuous, lIlUst have great and wide ~pread 
effects for good or evil. Even in the absenee of all legislation, the 
natural growth of the population must soon change tho position of the 
schools; and unless legislation should always be carefully and tendcrly 
guarded, so as to suit the minority, it will prove impossible to respect 
such guarantees. Past experience has shown also that wc have not 
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so much to fcar from any open aUal'k, as from ill,lired anu in"idioll., 
influences, in the first instancc perhaps littk undcrstood by anyone. 

Let mc not be misunderstood. I have no desire to insinuate that 
the majority in Lower Call:t<la arc prepared to treat the minority with 
injustice. I only mean tn affirm that the schools which they reganl 
as best suited to them arc not suited to us, and that it will be diffi­
cult for them, however well disposed, to re."peet our interests, without 
the exercise of a self-llcnial which wc can hardly cxpect. In thl·,,· 
circumstances they must not blamc us if we carefully inquirc as to 
our position and prospects, and cndeavour to surround ourselves wit.h 
as many safeguards as possible, just as they in like manner dCcirl' to 
secure their peculiar views and institutions in entcrin~ the proposcJ 
federation. ~or must it be supposed that in this mattcr we are sel­
fish, and careless of the interests of others. The British minority of 
Lower Canada owe it as a sacred du~y to their ancestors and to their 
posterity, to the principles which they profcs~, and even to the popu­
lation amidst which they are placed, to preserve thcir educational in­
stitutions intact j and it must be evident to every thoughtfulmillll 
that should the British interest in Lower Canada be reduced to in­
significance, and this province become wholly ~'lllicizc:l and romanized, 
the federation will be a failure, anu the peoplc of Lower Canada 
will be among the most serious sufferers amidst the throes of its ,.E:;­
solution. 

Let us then, in view of these considerations, ir..quire as to the 
provisions necessary for Protestant educatiou in Lower Cana,la. 
under the new circumstances into which it is about to enter, and 
more especially, to those demanded by the A""ciaiioll r3cent.ly form­
ed in this city for the protection of l'rnt(·,tant education. * 

1. It is proposed that we should demand a ,cpar;lt'~ Protestant 
Superintendent and Council of' Public Instruction, the latter tn repre­
sent, as fairly as may be, the leading l'j'()tc,;tant dcnomin,lLilln,. The 
ground for this demand is not any dissatisfaction with the (Hlminis­
tration of educational affairs by the present Superintendent. On 
the contrary, I believc it will be admitted that under his manage_ 
ment, education has made substantial advanees,and the ,1cfcct,; of the 
existing system have been greatly modified, or have been at least 
smoothed o,er in such a manner as to rob them of many obnoxious 

• ~'Suggestions and considcralion~ pret;ented to the fncn<ls of Protestant Education, in 
Lower Canada,"-Montreal, Dec., 1864. 
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features. But this circumstance makes us all the more uneaBY. The 
power now wielded with tact and firmness, and under the government 
of United Canada, may produce the most opp09ite effects, under an 
officer of different character, and without the checks and encourage­
ments afforded by the existing union. 

I confess that under the present coniititution, I should doubt 
as to a division of the Department of Education. It would cause 
additional expense. It might )n'oduce contentions between the 
departments. The Superintendent of the minority might be a man 
of little influence, and inferior in all respects to the man who could be 
s~cured for the larger office. Without underrating these evils, I stilI 
think that, under the new constitution at least, we are bound to de­
mand this change,as giving the only security possible for the unfettered 
development of uur Protestant schools. While linked in any way to 
the system of the majority, our system will be cramped in its develop­
ment, it will lack unity, :md it will be unable to watch effectually the 
interests of the smaller Protestant communities, a matter of much 
importance even to the existence of these communities. It will also 
want th:lt distinctiveness whieh alone can give it any share of the sym­
pathy of our countrymen in other parts of British America, With­
out a separate Council the minority cannot form a united body, 
capable of discussing its own plans and of advocating its own interests, 
and cause~ of complaint which the department cannot effectnally 
redress will continually arise. 

It may be said that minorities have no such rights anywhere, and 
that the minority in Upper Canad1l, will claim similar privileges. 
We can urge in reply, that if a cordon is to be drawn around the 
French nationaiity in Lower Canada, the English within that pale 
have a right to a similar protection; and that this is not a mere ques­
tion of greater and less numbers, but of the maintenanee of British 
education in a province of the British Empire. 

~. One of the most serious defects of our present school law is 
its imperfect protection of the rights of the minority in the disposal 
of their school taxes, and all parties sceDl agrced that some change is 
w{uired in this matter. Whatever the aDlendment of the details of 
the law in this respect, we should insist on the recognition of the 
principle that the school taxes of Protestant rate-payers should not, 
except by their express desire, be devoted to the support of Roman 
Catholic schools, and that the taxc~ leyid on oommercial corporations 
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should be divided in some equitable manner, GO as not to interferf. 
with the interests of Protestant shareholders. This might be deter­
mined by unanimous consent of such corporations, or otherwise thc tax 
might be divided according to population, or bcttcr still, according to 
the stock held by shareholders of the respective creeds. 

3. There is a manifest injustice in the dependence of l'rotc'stall t 
school districts on the boundaries which may be fixed for parishes or 
municipalities. 'Without ascribing to the majority in the Roman 
Catholic districts any desire to do wrong, it is evident that they can­
not be expected to arrange their boundaries in such a manner as to 
accommodate the minority; and the same evil may be experienced hy 
Roman Catholic schools in Protestant districts. There seems to be 
no good reason why the districts for dissentient schools should not be 
established without any reference to these boundaries. and to suit the 
convenience of the contributors to such schools. This privilege has al­
ready been granted to the separate schools of l: prer Canada. 

4. Thc amount of provincial aid granted to education by Parliamcnt 
wili . always be determined by the majority, but it should bc recog­
nized as a rule that all such aids should be distributed between tllC 
Protestant and Roman Catholic departments according to the popu­
lations they respectively represent. This may be regarded as in one 
respec(unjust to the British population, as being on the whole the 
largest contributors to the revenue; but then it must be admitted 
that it is the duty and interest of the wealthy to contribute toward 
the education of the poor, even if the education given should not be 
in all respects such as they approve. 

The gcneral question of legislative aids to education must be left 
open to discussion, and very extreme opinions have been maintainCll 
in regard to it. In former times the practice seems to have been to 
scatter money throughout the country without any proper safeguard 
on its expenditure, or provision to stimulate contributions from the 
people interested. More recently it has becn maintained 
that no such aids should be given under any circumstances. 
The truth lies b.tween these extremes. In a country where there 
are few endowments for education, and where the people require to 
be stimulated to attend to it, much good may be done by judicious 
grants, especially in aid of the supcrior class of' schools, and of those of 
the poorer districts. But such grants should always be madc the 
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means of drawing forth the liberality of the people, and improving the 
Rchools; and therefore the most stringent conditions should be exact· 
cu as to the amount contributed by the people, thc number of pupils 
in attendancc, the duration of the schools, autl the charactcr of the in­
struction given. These facts must be ascertained not only by returns 
but by rogular and systematic inspection; and these will not secure the 
end in view, unless the employment of trained teachers, and the regu­
lar registration of the school attendance, be insisted on. In 
relation to some of'these points, our present school law is still very 
imperfect, and its working necessarily gives good ground to ob­
ject against the distribution of the grants. 

Taking it flIr granted, however, that parliamentary aids to educa­
tion will be given, and that measures will he taken to ensure their 
just distribution, we should, I think, demand that the distinctive 
principles of our two systems of education, should be acknowledged 
by a preliminary division of such grants between the Protestant and 
Roman Catholic schools, and that fair scope should thus be given 
for a trial of their respective merits and defects. 

5. On behalf of that portion of our population which is non-catho­
lic but not Protestant, I would say, that it might be left at liberty to 
avail itself of the provisions either of the Protestant or Catholic 
school system at its option; and it would be necessary, in order to 
avoid difficulty, that its rights in the matter should bc recognized. 

There is another class of persons also, not numerous, but having 
equal rights of conscience, whose wants should be provided 
for. I refer to French, German, and other Protestants not speaking 
English, and to isolated english-speaking Protestants and Catholics 
in French districts. While the utmost care should be taken not unduly 
to exempt anyone from the school tax, the greatest possible facio 
lities should be given to such persons to contribute to and usc such 
schools as they may seleet, and also to combine with other small 
communities in supporting itinerating teaehers, or to husband their 
rates with the view of sustaining a school in alternate years or in 
short portions of the year. It is the more necessary to mention such 
cases, because in a separation of the school systems, they might be 
neglected, or differences might arise in relation to them. 

6, There are some classes of institutions which cannot be supported 
altogether by local rates or public grants, and whose permanence 
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should be guaranteed to the Protestant population. I refer to the 
Universities and their affiliated (,ollt.'~t.'5,the Provincial Normal School, 
and the AC:Hlemies and High schools. For these a special provision 
should be made, in such a manner a~ to prevent their undue interfer­
ence with the aids to the lower schools. They should either haw, 
as originally contemplated by the British Government, grants of publi~ 
land given for their support, or special funds set apart for them, 

In re,!,!'unl to these institution" the principle of local taxation 
does not Cll'l,jy· They are not schooh for a locality, but in some 
respects ~cr\c for the whole Province, since the benefits which they 
give are diffused throughout the country, in the provisio~ of pas­
tor,:, of teacher" and of professional men. Though few, and situated 
in the br~8 centres of population, yet without them the inhabi­
tants of the smallest and most remote school districts might suffer 
serious incom'enience. Their value is not to be estimated by the 
population that may surround them,but by the pupils actually receiving 
their benefits, and by the character of the education wbich they give. 
They should also be permanently endowed, and not dependent on 
,the fluctuating resource of ann ual gran ts; since in order that they may 
be efficient, they must gather around them learned and able men, and 
must permanently retain the services of such men. 

Hitherto, as compared with the colleges and ~rammar schools of 
Upper Canada, and with the large endowments preserved by the 
liberality of the British Government to the old French Seminaries, 
institutions of this class for the British population of Lower Canada 
have been starved j and but for private benefactions some of them 
might have ceased to exist. 'fheir claims should now be urged, 
and should if possible be settled in some permanent way. It is to be 
hoped that the majority itself will see the wisdom as well as 
the justice of this measure, and that the people of Upper 
Canada will make it a point of conscience to obtain this guarantee for 
the l'rrltcstant population of Lower Canada before the final separa­
tion takes place. 

It is further to be observed, that as already stated, the Government 
actually owes to thcse higher institutions grants of land which, long 
ago promised, have not been received. These old rights should now 
be re,asserted, and we should not rest content until we can obtain 
grants corresponding to those given in Upper Canada, or to those en-
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joyed by the Seminary of Montreal and that of Quebec with its ex­
tension in .the Laval University. 'Vo have also a right to in"ist that 
~ome consideration should be given to the probnble increase of value of 

such lands, had they been granted in 1801. 

In an able article in the Journal of Education for Lower C~n.lda, 
it i5 argued, that under the present system the Protes~ants receive 
more than their share of the superior education fund. But admit­
tin.~ the correctness of the fL.:urc, given, and admitting also that the 
Superintendent has acted in the matter with all fairness, there would 
remain for consideration, in addition to the facts ,bted in that article, 
the following questions, all more or le'3, important to a correct un­
derstanding of the position of the Prntcstan('.;. 

(1.) The claim of the Protelltant higher institutions to :;ranb of 
land, comlllensurate with those enjoyed by the ~reat Roman Catholic 
Seminaries and their University. 

(2.) How far the aids to such iostitutions '3h'ml,l be based on 
population or ~lUmbcr of pupils. 

(3.) What institutions should ],~ regarded as pro\'ineial and what 

as local. 
(4.) What classes of iostituti"Il' have a ri~ht to share in the 

superior education fund. 
(5.) The grants given in 'former years for buildings; and the 

progressive diminution of '''Ille of the grants in recent years. 

(6.) The condition, attached tt) the aids ;;iven, in some cas,;,. 

(7.) The relative proportion of the [li,is given aud the contributions 
of the supporters of the Schools. 

(8.) The condition and management of the lands known as the 
" .Jesuits' estates," and of the superior education fund. 

Some of these pomts we have already notic('d, and it would occuPY 
too much of our time to enter into others, which would require state· 
ments of figures and minute details. It is sufficient to say that they 
have led some of those who have given attention to the subject, to 
very different conclusions from those of the article referred to, with 
regard to the effects of the present system, while they by no means 
remove the fears of a change for the worse under the new constitu· 
tion. 
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7. There is one subject affecting the interests of the higher Education, 
which, not unnaturally, seems to have been overlook~d by our politi­
ciaDs. I refel.'" to the legal value attached to University degrees, as 

, qualifying for the learned professions. This, on the terms of the 
published agreement, will be left to the local governments. Such a 
course would lead to great evils. It would tend to the erection of differ­
ent standards in different Provinces, and to give to the degrees of our 
Universities a merely local value. The degrees of all the existing 
Universities should be degrees for all British America. The standard 
of professional education in the different provinces should as far as 
possible be assimilated, and raised sufficiently high to prevent the inter­
ference of uneducated practitioners; and, if possible, to secure for 
our degrees that recognition in Great Britain which the separate 
provinces have as yet been unable to obtain. In order to these ends the 
general government should assume the supervision of this matter, or 
should at leas t retain the power to revise all local legisla­
tion in regard to it. Perhaps the best method to secure the desired 
result, would be the appointment of an Educational Council similar 
to the Medical Council in Great Britain, and to charge this body with 
the oversight of all matters relating to professional education and the 
value of degrees therein. 

I have now stated what I conceive to be the most important points 
which demand the attention of Protestant educationists in Lower Ca­
nada, in prospect of OlJr new constitution. Others may occur to other 
thinkers, and some of those which I have mentioned may not seem 
equally important to all. The details of the mode in which these 
guarantees may be best secured belong to the politician. My present 
object will have been attained if I have succeeded in stimulating 
thought on these momentous questions, and in contributing somewhat 
to a solution which, while not injurious to our countrymen who dif­
fer from us on educational questions, will secure and perpetuate the 
existence of English and Protestant education in Lower Canada. 

I would say finally, that in my judgment, no people was ever un­
der greater necessity to make education, both higher and elementary,a 
prom.inent object of attention, than that of British America" in en­
tering on the new constitution proposed to us. On this, under God, 
will depend our progress and prosperity, and the consideration we 
shall enjoy. While in our federation there will be discordan,t inter-
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estll, races and creeds, and great local separation of its component parts, 
there will be none of those strong feelings of poplllar enthusiasm 
which tend so much to the strength and unity of nations. . We have 
no George Washington or William Tell, no stirring memories of 
great deeds done or sufferings endured to sec~ll'e our national exist­
ence, and the truly national feeling which exists among us, centres at 
this moment more at London and Paris, than at Ottawa. 
Popular indifference 011 the one hand, and mere declamation on 
the other; will not supply the want of those powers which stir the 
hearts even of rude nations. We must endeavour to fill their place by 
the formation of an enlightened public opinion, and by the cultivation 
of minds fitted to guide aright the destinies of the country, and to 
reconcile its jarring interests without any fatal sacrifice of truth 
amI right. 
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