








THE CHILD’S

BIBLE EXPOSITOR.

NUMBER XXI.

Lesson from the first to the sixth verse of the sixth
chapter of St. Matthew.

Mrs. Arnold.—Connected with the duty of inquiring
into and relieving the wants of our fellow-creatures, you
find in your lesson to-day a very uséful admonition
against seeking the praises of men as yourreward for the
performance of this duty. There is indeed no one of
our duties so liable to be made an excuse for vain-glory
and self-love, for it is one which so generally engages the
esteem and admiration of others, that people who are
covetous of praise, are induced very often to make
great personal sacrifices, for the sake of gaining a
character for benevolence and charity, and are at the
same time so unconscious of their own corrupt motives,
that they look upon their performance with as much
approbation as they expect to obtain from others. Like
all our other works, those are too often snares of Satan
to lead us further and further from the paths of sincerity
and humility, and to strengthen in our hearts the sins of
presumption and self-righteousness; but believe this,
my dear children, that you are never in greater danger

of incurring the anger of God than when you think
w
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hly of vourselves, and begin to feel us if your own

hiz
works could, even in the remotest degree, entitle you to
salvation; thus faneying yourselves, in a manner,
independent of that which has been purchased for you
by the death of your Saviour Jesus Christ.  Your culy
«afety is in the knowledge and full sense of your own
vnworthiness to claim the least favour from your
Tlcovenly Father, except through the merits of his Son,
and that you have no refuge from the sentence of eternal
condemnation but that which is secured to all true
Lelievers in the Rock of Ages. It is to guard us against
tals destractive love of praise, as a motive of acticn,
rither than that simple and humble duty to God and
unmingled love for our fellow-creatures which ought
always to inﬂuerlce us, that our Saviour has forbidden
allvstentatious displays of benevoler ce, and has exhorted
his people rather to conceal their good works from all
but Hinmi who seeth in sceret. than to make any exhilition

i them which may win praise from men.  The excellent

practis¢ of establishing public benevolent institutions
.

anii of n

ciations for charitable purposes, should not
be considered as infringements of this command ot our
Suvionr, woless in the cases of any vain-glerious
perzons. who put down their names with large suns
annexed to them, for the purpose of exhibiting at onve
tacir wealih and liberality,—of this we are not called
upsn to judge in any case, escept in cur own; but thosc
who are habitually charitable and liberal in private, ave
certiinly less liable to the repropeh of ostentation, in
giving large ~ums to public benevolent pPurjoses, than
I

oceasions; but here auain we must aiways be un our

WM 2} N 1
sens who generally reserve thele donntions for such
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guard against the mdu]ﬂence of harsh and ill-natured
conjectures, as "to ‘the mntl\ es and conduct of our
neighbours, The very persons of whom we ma\ be
inclined to say. that their public donations are intended
to ake a fair 2 appearance.iu the eyes of the world, while
10 one ever hears of their doing good in private, may be
of ihose who do not let “their left hand know what their
right hand doeth,” and we may ourselves be guilty pf a
sinful want of charity ‘while we permit ourselves to think
or to speak severe]y of them. It is often mecessary in
public siﬂ;sci'iptions that, for example sake, every one
should ‘give as liberally as he can afford; and we see
some names, with very large sums of money attached to
them, at the head of a list, and further down some of
humbler fortanes, who give of their little store sucha
pittance as they can spare from their own necessities:
to us there seems a very wide difference, but in the
eyes of Him, who sees the heart, there may be none.—
.The thousands’ bestowed by him who is blest with wealth
and abundance, may be given in as pure and humble @
spirit of love and obedience as the mite of the poor
widow, and a trifle may be given to save appearances,
by those who can ill aftord 1t, and who care very little
for ‘the object they are contributing to support. All
those things, my dears, you will see depend upon the
aecret thoughts and feelings, of which none can judge
but God hlmself and your own consciences. It is
necessarv that in all these duties you should have a
fixed and settled prmupl,e, and you can never attain to
this wnhout the full conviction that the springs of good
and evil are in your own heaits and mmds, and that when
those are regulated by the unerring standard of God's
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own holy word, you may safely leave your outward
actions to speak for themselves. Act according to your
consciences, in obedience to God and a sincere desire to
please him, and, without falling into any of the self-
righteous and ostentations observances of the Pharisees,
youwill be as a *“City which is set on 2 hill'” and which
“cannot be hid.” We have many instances of alms-
giving mentioned in the Scriptures, but they are seldom
mentioned as having any merit in themselves, but always
as connected with sincere devotion, and therefore
pleasing in the sight of God. Find the tenth chapter
of Acts, Elizabeth, and read from the first to the fourth
verse.

Elizabeth—“There was a certain man in Cesarea
called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the
Ttalian band,

*\ devout man, and one that feared God with all his
house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed
to God alway.

“Ile saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of
the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying
unto him, Cornelius.

“And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said,
What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers
and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God."”

rs. Arnold—Here you see was one who had taken
heed that his alins should not be given for his own glory,
to be seen and applauded by his fellow-creatures; but
they had been offered in humility and with many prayers,
and it had not been said of him, as it is of those who
seek only their own selfish purposes, “Verily, they have
their reward:”" but his prayers and his alms had gone up
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asa memorial' b’e'fo\ré‘ God, and his Father, who seeth in
se(.ret, was hlmself about to reward him openly for
Cornelius was a Roman, and one of those who were
despxsed by the Jews, as bemg unfit for the children of
Abraham to be assoclated with, yet he was chosen by the
Most High as an object of his special favour, and
dn'ected by the. angel to repair to the place where his
admission to the Christian Church was to take place,
and to the person who had been appointed to instruct
him in the way to everlasting life. There have been
hvpocnucal and hollow professors of religion, and
persons whose highest ambition it is to be seen of men,
in all ages, and we find a description of them in the
book of the Prophet Ezekiel, which may well be applied
to the same characters in all generations of men. Find
the thlrty-thlrd chapter of Ezekiel, Lucy, and read the
tlm'ty-ﬁrst verse.

Lucy —*And they come unto thee as the people
comcth and they sit before thee as my people, and they
hear thy words, but they will not do them: for with
their mouth they shew much love, but their heart goeth
after their covetousness.”

Mrs. Arnold.—~The practices and principles of the
Pharisees, opposne as they were to the true spirit of the
Scnptures, had been taught as the only rule of life to
the misguided Jews, and therefore at all times we find
our merciful Saviour labouring to impress on the minds
of his foIlowers the fatal errors into which their authorised
teachers’ were leading them. He calls them “blind
leaders of the blind,"” and in all his instructions constantly
wams them to’ beware of “the leaven of the Pharisees,’)
tbexrself—nghteousness, thelrostentatlon,thexrselﬁshness,

w2

.
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and the destructive perversion of the Word of God, to
suit their own purposes and minister to their own pride
and ambition. Those people had, as itappears, distributed
their alms in public whenever they had the greatest
number of spectators to witness their parade of benevo-
lence; and our Lord, inspeaking of this practice, compares
it to those public exhibitions which were then common in
the streets, when the actors in theatrical representations
always sent a trampeter before them to call the audience
together to witness their performances, and plainly
intimates that as the players were performing a part
which was not their own, and supporting a character
they had assumed for their own honour and profit, and
which they wou!d throw aside as soon as the exhibition
wasover, and return to their usnal habits, so the hypocrites,
whose public display of righteousness wasso ostentatiously
paraded “to be seen of men,” would return in private to
their own practices of extortion and covetousness. The
words which follow this comparison are very forcible
indeed, for the word “verily™" is never used in Seripture
except to enforce upon Christians the positive certainty
and trath of what is asserted; it is equivalent to the
strongest oath that could be sworn by the authority from
v1ffeh it comes, and when spoken by our blessed Saviour
it mey be taken as the solemn assurance of God himselt
that the promise or the threat can never be revoked or
#called; and from this unchanging word we learn that
the charity which has no other object than the applausc
of men shall reap no other reward, but that the alms
that are given in singleness of heart and simple obedience
to the will of our heavenly Father, and pity for the wants
of ouk fullow creatures, shall be received as 2 memorial
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before him, however secret they may be from others;
and however ungrateful may be those who receive them,
the motives from which they are offered will be the only
question on whu.h‘qur responsibility will rest. Before
we leave this subject, however, let me point out to you
how pecessary it is to be guided in this duty by the
faxthful dictates of consuence, both for the sake of others
and for our own. There is no true chanty in giving
merely from the indulgence of an indolent dxsposmon to
save the ‘trouble of refusmg, or of mqumno into the
?ctual claxms of persons who ask our aid, since by this
carelessness we are likely to exhaust our means of
psefulness, and having expended all we have to spare
upon the undeservmn or upon those who do not really
require asslstance, we may have cause to reproach
ou.rselves that our own lmprovxdence has left us no power
to xeheve actual dxstress ; for this reason, you ought not
to gu'e lndlscrlmmately, and without enquuy ; give food
or clothmg sufficient to relieve the present suffering, i
it is in your power, and then examine personally into the
claim on your bounty, and ascertain whether it is one
which you are in duty bound to answer. It may very
often happen that the claimant has little merit to recom-
mend him, and that his misfortunes and want spring
from intemperance and vice; but even here a Christian
will not feel justified in refusing aid to a suffering fellow
creature. The question naturally arises in a mind
L_"accustomed to faithful self-exammatlon, If 7 had no
. blessings but such as I deserve, what would be my
. situation at this moment? and in humble imitation of
Him who “sends hls rain on the just and on the unjust”
alike, the followers _of Christ will not be extreme to
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mark what is done amiss by their erring brethren, nor
take upon themselves to judge and condemn and punish
those whose offences must be answered to the same
Power thet is tosit in judgment upon their own. I once
had a very severe lesson on the necessity of great care
and circumspection in dealings of this nature, and as it
may be useful to you I will tell you all about it, though
it is a subject I do not like to speak of, nor can I ever
think of it without feeling a portion of the sorrow which
it has cast from time to time over my whole life. When
I was very young, I was permitted by a wealthy and
charitable lady, whose infirm health prevented her from
being personally active in her benevolence, to recommend
to her such objects as I knew to be in want, having first
ascertained what were their claims as to character and
circumstances, and in what manner they might be most
cffectually rclieved. I had a great many applications
in consequence of my interest with this lady, and as I
had not learned the duty of caution, and my charity was
rather an impulse than a steady principle, I am afraid
that though T went through some forms of enquiry upon
most occasions, a great many of my friend's donations
found their way to the dram-shop, or were wasted and
unvalued through means of my inexperience. However,
as T alwaysacted for the best according to my judgment,
such as it was, I do not very much reproach myself if
such accidents did sometimes happen. Upon one
occasion a very neat, pretty looking girl, of about sixteen,
came to me for assistance for her mother and a young
family of brothers and sisters.  Iler mother was (as she
said) a widow, and in very infirm health, and she was
herself the eldest of a family of six, and had been obliged
to leave a place in the country to come and nurse her
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mother in her illness. They were in great distress, and
bad neither food nor fuel, and were very badly off for
clothing. To my enquiries she answered that a medical
gentleman whom she named had visited her mother,
and thought her in a very dangerous state; that they
lived in a small cottage on the outskirts of the town,
and that her -name was Lucy Smith. X gave her some
trifling relief, and promised to visit her mother in the
course of the day, and to see what assistance I could
get for ber from my friend; and after she had gone I
was pleastng myself with the idea of all the nice and
useful things I should be able to take them, and how
soon their condition would be comparatively comfortable,
when the medical man whom the girl had mentioned
came in, and I told him of what T was envaged in. . He

seemed very angry, and sald that the people who liv ed
m that house were the ‘most wicked and abandoned
wretcbes in the place H that the only illness of the woman
‘was caused by the most dlsgustmg mtemperance H that
she had po daughter and no young chﬂdren, and was not
in any respect an obJect of charity ;. and ‘that the people
about her 3 were not such asI ought to have any conver-
sation or’ mtercourse with, He lectured me " rather
severely upon my hablt of v1s1tmg such people and places,
and drew such a picture of ‘the 1mpropnety and danger
of the practlce that I was quite temﬁed and began to
think that I was altogether wrong in my proceedmgs,
and that it was safest and best to have nothing to do
with poor peaple, who, according to his account, were
all more or less vicious, and with very few exceptions,
impostors and deceivers. Ina fit of virtuous indignation
I gave immediate orders that if Lucy Smith called again
she should Be told that I had made enquiries about her,
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and would have nothing more to say to her; and I went
immediately to my friend and told Ler that the family
in question were very bad, wicked people, and that if
they applied to her for relief she must not be imposed
on by their representations.  She was very ill at the
time, or her usual candid and charitable judgment would
probably have been exerted in favour of these poor
people. As it was, she was incapalle of thinking or
acting, and mercly told me to be careful what I did, as
my means of relieving the distressed involved me in
heavy responsibilities for such a child as I was to sustain.
In a day or two afterwards I heard that Lucy had called
agaiﬁ“to say that her mother was worse, and that they
were all in great want, and that on receiving my message
she had gone away in tears. Some time after this the
doctor called again, and I mentioned to him what I had
done; he seemed to have almost forgotten what he had
said to me, and looked rather confused. At last he
said, “ You told me the woman's name was Jones, did
younot?' I said no, that her name was Smith. * Oh
then,” said he, “ I was altogether mistaken. Mrs. Smith
isavery decent, respectable woman,and I heard yesterday
that she had moved into that house since the Joneses
Lave left the place; they were a very bad set, and the
town is very well rid of them. I am almost sure, my
dear, that you called the people Jones, when you spoke
of them before.”” I will not tell you, my dear children,
all that I suffered for my terrible failure in duty upon
that occasion; if grief would have atoned for it T should
have washed out my offence with many tears, but they
came toolate. The poor woman was dead, and her
family was scattered ; they had suffered all ;he extremes
of cold, and hunger, and want, in every shape, for their
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first apphcauon for charny had been to me, and my
ciuel and ungracious’ ‘conduct had dlscouraned them from
eeeking for other aid. It was smail consolation to me
that another was more to blame than 1 was, and for a
long time I felt s0‘much remorse and self-rep‘roach that
my life was absolute]y mlserable, and I neither ceuld’
enjoy the’ blessmgs that I possessed, nor feel as if T had
aby ‘right to the smallest of them. When I thoﬁght
bow cruelly and unjustly 1 bad treated a poor destitute
family, who but for my rash and uncharitable judgment
nlight have had every comfort that kindness and liberality
eould ‘have purchased for them, poor Lucy's meek and
aorrowful face haunted me perpetually; and even to this
day I‘pannot recall the circumstance without the most
painful regrets, though it occurred more than twenty
vears ago.

";flniy.—But what made the Doctor tell you such
stories about the poor people? * He must have been a
very ill-natared, wicked man.

“Mrs.*Arnold—THe was a very thoughtless one, my
dear, ahd in such cases the consequences are exactly
the same, whether they proceed from’ thoughtlesmesq or
lll-nature. He had attended 2 woman nanied Jones, in
thie house I described to him, a shiort time before, under
the' cirbimstances he mentioned, and all he had told me
was precisely tfue, but he was mistaken in the hame.—
1lé had ‘also visited poor Mrs. Smith, when she lived in
another part of the town, and had he given the subject
a little considération, would have been able to distinguish
bétween thein,  Bat there are many people who, ha\mg
often beén hmposed on, are ready at once to form the
most wifasourable _ju(]ﬂ‘ment in the case of every poor
person who applics to then, aml to magmf) the smallest
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ground of suspicion into a positive certainty of their
unworthiness, which, I need not tell ycu, is contrary to
the injunctions of your Saviour, and a mode of acting
directly opposite to the whole spirit of Scripture, and
therefore cannot be otherwise than wrong.

The remainder of your lesson alludes to a custom
which is still common in Eastern countries, though it is
so unlike any thing that we ever witness in our own land,
that there seems at first sight very little danger of falling
into such an error; but although we may not be tempted
to stand at the corners of the streets in the performance
of our devotions, so that we may be seen by a great
mahy people, yet we may be in danger of being actuated
by the same spirit which led the Pharisees to make those
vain exhibitions of piety. We may often be in danger
of attending to religious duties rather for the sake of
appearances than fromn love and obedience to God; and
we may learn to be satisfied with those external cbser-
vances, because they are sufficient to satisfy other people,
who know less of us than we know of ourselves.—
Religious feeling and duty will take us to the public
worship of God independent of any other motives, but
there is always reason to fear that we may be carried
there by other considerations, and it requires constant
watchfulness to guard us against this profanation of the
house and the services of Him who cannot be deceived
by any outward show.  Your next lesson is one which
most of you have probably committed to memory long
ago, but familiar as are its words to the hearts of all
Christizns, we shall find it profitable to examine ourselves
carefully, whether in using them we have not often been
guilty of “drawing nigh to God with our lips, while our
heaits were far from him,”
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