
AN ACT 
TO PROYIDE FOR THE BETTER ADm)(ISTRATION OF Titl •. 

THE AFFAIRS OF THE COnpOR_-I.TlO:f. 

WHEREAS it is ('xpc,licnt to make further Pee·""",· 
provision for the better administration of the 
affairs of the Corporation: 

Be it therefore (n,~d ',1 by the M"yor, Alder
men, [Lnd Common[Llty of the City of Toronto, in 
Common Council [Lssemblcd, as follows: 

1. 

No Board, Committee, or ~rC[;lLc-;' of the Council, ;;~:t:~~r~~~,;" 
and no Officer of the Corpor[1tion, shall, on behalf"] 
of the Corpomticll, enter into a contract, or incur 
or authorise any expenditure, without having ob-
tained the previous authority or sanction of the 
CounciL 

II. 
No contract or expenditure shall be [Luthorised Ey,j,w to P'"' 

. d' I' f before Conlroo" or permltte m contemp atlOn 0 a IO[Ln ,,,,hereby a are mad •. 

debt is incurred requiring the approval of the 
1::1"0-1'::'('1", until [Lfter the By-law for:uch loan or 
debt has been duly pa.c.icd and has been [Lpproved 
of by the rruts-payers according to law. 

III. 

No Resolution' or By-law authorising or profes- 1cp"n,''''''" M', 
• • . to IL' Pl,1(.ifJ with 

smg to authorIse the expenditure of mOlley sh .. ll out pmkioD. 

be passed by the Council, or acted upon by any 
Committce or Officer of the Corporation, unless 
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either adequate means of meeting such expenditure 
are at the same time provided by the By-law or 
Resolution, or sufficient unappropriated money is 
in hand or will become payable to the Corporation 
before the 31st day of December in the same year, 
nor ullle"" the fact of snch adequacy or sufficiency 
appears from a certificate of the Chamberlain or a 
Report of the Finance Committee, presented be
fore or at the time the By-Iaw.or Resolution is 
passed. 

IV. 

Improvement. No work or improvement shall hereafter be 
'~~;'U.o~~'ho- authorised by the Coullcil, without either having an 
:::;~~us cstj· estimate of the probable cost thereof, or (in the 

absence or an estimate,) limiting an amount there
for. And no contract shall be clltl'retl into for such 
work or improvement at a larger sum, or involving 
a larger expenditure, than the amount so estimated 
or limited; and if such amount is found insufficient 
the fact i" to be reported to the Council bef0re the 
work is commenced or contracted for. 

v. 
e::,:;~~~';.t~c_ When money is hereafter duly authorised to be 
"'unt" expended for any purpose, the amount to be ex

pended is not to be credited by the Chamberlain to 
any Board or Committee, but he is to credit the 
S[lme to an account to be opened, for the object for 
which the money is voted; and he shall at the 
Slme time ch[lrge the amount against the fund out 
which the same is to be paid, so as to show how 
much of such fund is from time to time appropriated; 
and he shall afterwards charge against the account 
which is to receive the credit the sums from time 
to time paid of the amount so voted. 



VI. 

In case money appropriated to any particular E~ce .. ofappr ... 
d h 

. . pnlltioD how to 
purpose excee s t e amount whICh such purpose IS b. disposed of. 
afterwards foun i to require, the Chamberlain shall 
carry the surplus to the credit of an account to be 
opened in his books for Unappropriated Money. 

VII. 
No money hereafter voted or raised for any pur- Money voted for 

pose shall be applied to any other purpose, without f~~~P:'';i:::is~o. 
I . d' I' h applIed. express y rescm mg or repea mg t eResolution or 

By-law by or under which the same was yotedor 
raised, so far as such Resolution or By-law stated 
the purpose. 

VIII. 

For the purpose of better securing to the Council R~port' to con-
o. • tllin reasons for 

ful! and accurate mformatlOn before bemg called expend',." •. 
upon to authorise the expenditure of City money-
every Report recommending an expenditure of 
money sh:111 state the reasons and grounds on which 
the recowmendation is made, and shall, as far as 
practicable, state the same with sufficient fulness to 
enable others to judge of the propriety of the pro-
posed expenditure. 

IX. 

For the same purpose, in case the expenditure is Report of Com. 

for any work or improvement the superintendence ~;~~:t ~~i~~;i-;: 
of which, if authorised, would fall within the dutyeer. 
of the City Engineer, Surveyor, or some other 
superior Officer of the Corporation, the Board or 
Committee shall first pro('ure a Report from such 
Engineer, Surveyor. or other Officer on the subject 
of the proposed expenditure, and how far the same 
is m his opinion necessary or expedient with refer-
ence to such of the general interests and require-
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ments of the City as fall within the department or 
such Officer, with his reasons at large. 

X. 
No Report of a Board or Committee recommend

ing any expenditure that should fall under the pre
ceding section shall be received by the Council, 
unaccompanied by the Report of the proper Officer, 
save in a case of emergency, to be fully shown in 
the Report of the Committee, and assented to by 
a vote of two· thirds of the members of the Council 
present. 

XI. 

Proper offic" 10 No Resolution authorising any expenditure for 
report before •. 
~,~f~::~:~~~~x~ any of the purposes embraced m the precedmg sec
p.nwture. tion shall be entertaine<l by the Council, without a 

like Report having been first obtained from the 
proper officer. 

XII. 

~o,':n~;~r~~cer When any Board or Committee recommends, or 
~r~'::~CI~i:~~' any member of the Council proposes to the Council 
provemenls. the making of any irnproycment or the expending 

of any money, for or in respect of property of any 
kind, it shall be the duty of such Board or Com
mittee, or of the member introducing the proposal, 
as the case may be, to ascertain as far as practica
ble, whether such improvement passes through or 
along any property in which any member of the 
Council or Officer of the Corporation is interested 
or whether any such member or officer is interested 
in the property for orin respect of which the money 
is proposed to be expended, and to state to the 
Council how the fact is in those respects, so far as 
ascertainable. This in the case of a Board or Com
mittee, shall be done in the report containing their 
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recommendation, and except in a case of emergency 
and then with the sanction of two-thirds of those 
present, no action sha~l be taken or permitted upon 
any such report or proposal, until information of 
the matters referred to in this section is laid before 
the Council. 

XIII. 

With the view of preventing Members and Offi- ~~:~r~r'3o~. 
cers of the Corporation from being interested in f~\~r~~~l'i~ 
Corporation Contracts, it is hereby expressly de- Mntrac! •• 

clared that no member of the Council, and no 
Officer of the Corporation, shall be interested in a 
private capacity, directly or indirectly, in any con-
tract or agreement for labour, or for any materials 
goods, wares, or merchandize, furnished to the City, 
wherein the City is a party interested. 

xnr
• 

Any breach of the duty imposcd by the preced- Officers to forfeit 

ing section on the part of an Officer of the Cor po- Office. 

ration, shall subject him to forfeiture of his Office, 
and immediate removal therefrom. 

xv. 
No account or claim against the City, arising Ccrta;n accounts 
". Dot to be terM .. 

out of or connected wIth any contract, agreement, ed. 

purchase or sale, made contrary to section 13, shall 
be certified by any Engineer or other Officer of the 
Corporation, or approved by any Committee, or 
the chairman thereof, or paid by the Chamberlain. 

XVI. 

Every contract shall contain a clanse declaring f~:~s::'to ~~%. 
that the contract is entered into on the part of the :'&g[:rember 

Corporation in full faith, that no member of the 
Council and no Officer of the Corporation hus any 
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interest whatever therein, and further declaring 
that the persons contracting, and their representa
tives, are to forfeit all claims under the contract, 
and f(lr all work done or materials, good~, wares 
or merchandize furnished under it, if it shall ap
pear that any Memher of the Councilor Officer 
of the Corporation is at the time interested there
in, or if any interest therein is afterwards giveu or 
agreed to be given to him; and providing that no 
payment is to be required without the declaration 
being delivered at the time of requirirg the same 
as hereinafter provided. 

XVII. 

Every Account for work done, or materials, 
goods, wares or merchandize, furnished for the 
Corporation shall be accompanied by a printed or 
written declaration by the person claiming the 
same, and under his signature, to the effect that 
no Member of the Councilor officer of the Cor
poration is in a private capacity directly or indi
rectly interested in such account, or in any part of 
the work or materials mentioned therein, or of the 
money thereby claimed. If in consequence of the 
person, or one or more c.f the persons, claiming, 
being absent, or for any sufficient cause, the required 
declaration cannot be obtained, the Fmance Com
mittee may, in lieu thereof, receive such other 
evidence of the facts to be so declared as may be 
satisfactory and 8hall in such case report what 
they do for the information of the council. The 
Committee to whose Department the acc~unt re
ates, or the Finance Committee may, if they seefit 
require the declaration in any case to be sworn to 
before the Mayor. 
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XVIII. 

The Engineer, or person in charge of the Engi- Engi~eor to ..... 
, port lmprOVflm'". 

neer s department, shall, on or before the first in ApdL 

Monday in April, in each year, make a report to 
the Council of the improvements and repairs neces-
sary in his opinion to be made by the Corporation 
during the year, so far as he can anticipate the 
same, including in such report the subjects of ma
cadamizing streets, paving, plftnking side-walks, 
erecting gas lamps and hydrants, as well as gene-
rally of all matters of which the department is to 
have the superintendence, and which will im'olve 
the expenditure of money during the year, and in 
such report he is to state fully the reasons of the 
recommendations he makes, !Lnd the estimated cost 
of carrying out what he recommends. 

XIX. 

With the view of securing due care in receiving, E"minatiouud 

preserving, and using the lumber, timber, stone, ~:~,~~:;:on 
and other materials belonging to or used by the 
City for its streets or other public improvements, 
it shall be the duty of the Engmeer or other person 
in charge of the Engineer's department, to inspect, 
measure, receive, or cause to be inspected, 
measured, and received. all such material, and to 
keep a full and accurate account of the quantities 
and qualities of the same, and from whom received, 
and to enter such account in a book to be kept for 
the purpose, designating the quantity and quality 
of each kind of materials. 

XX. 

No plank, stone, timber, or other materials bc- Requisition fo'

longing to the Corporation shall be delivered to or ~:~:;~, how to 

used by any person, nor shall' any p~rson (other 
than the Engineer) take or use any plank, stone, 



timber, or other materials on account of the Cor
poration, unlcs.; he shall first make a requisition 
in writing for the said material so required, de
signating particularly the kind, quality and quan
tity of the said material, and the work for which 
th~ same is required; and should the material so 
required be on hand or contracted for deli"ery, 
and the person applying therefor be entitled there
to for the work in (luestion, it shall be the duty of 
the Engineer or person in charge of the Engineer's 
dcprrrtment to dcliycr such material to such person 
or give him an order therefor, as the case may be, 
and take his receipt therefor. 

XXI. 

Amo •• tofMatc. The Engineer, or person III charge of the 
rial lob. ke~t Engineer's department, shall enter in a book to be 

kept by him for the purpose, to whom the said 
plank, lumber, stone or other materials have been 
delivered, or ordered by him to be delivered, and 
upon what contract or otherwise the same are so 
delivered, designating the particular work or im
provement for which the same werc intended. 

Monthly r"!lIrn" 
of mat{'ri~l.!;:l t" 
be made. 

Duty 01 
1I:ngiol;ler. 

XXII. 

The Engineer or person in charge as aforesaid, 
shall report once in each month a full and perfect 
statement of the plank, timber, and other materials 
belonging to the City, and respectively received 
and delivered by him, and from and to whom re
spectively, and for what purpose. 

XXIII. 

The Engineer, or person in charge of the Engi
neer's department shall have the superintendence 
of and be responsible for the due performance of 
all works done for the Curporation and particu-
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larly of (when not otherwise specially ordered by 
the Council,) all work connected with: 1. The Repairs of 

Buildings. 
erection and repair of Public Buildings. 2. The 
Sewerage and Drainage of the City. 3. The making, Sewers.l; Stroet.!. 

Macadamizing, Paving and R~paring, as well as-
4. The necessary watering and otherwise cleansing Watering. 

of the streets. 5. The Inspector and the Health 
Officer shall be subject to the order of the Engineer IIeoIth Officer. 

or person in charge as aforesaid. 6. The Engin-
eer or person in charge as aforesaid shall decide 
on the number of mechanics and ]a bourers from Mechan!cs 

• •• aud Laboure'rs. 
tlme to time reqUired on the works, and to be 
paid by the City: and the men shall be employed 
and dismissed by him or by his authority. 7. He 
shall examine into or cause examination to be 
made into all complaints of defective sidewalks, Sidewalk., &0. 

paving, flagging or sewerage. 8. He shall hayc 
the inspection of Slaughter-houses. 9. He shall Slaughter·hons,. 

also see to the conservation of the public thorough- Thoroughf,,, •. 

fares and their maintenance against encroachment. 
10. He shall examine and certify all bills for To ceytify bills. 

materials and labour against the Corporation, and 
make the surveys and examinations necessary for 
the purpose. 11. He shall cause a weekly return To return 

. workmen and 
to be made to him of all the workmen employed ",.ter!.l •• 

and materials used during the week, and of the 
amount and description of work done during the 
week. 12. He shall prepare regulations in regard ;e~~l:l:~:. 
to the duties to be performed by the various offi-
cers in his department or subject to his orders; 
and such regulations, on being approved by the 
Standing Committee to whose department the same 
may belong, shall be entered in a book to be kept 
for the purpose; and a copy of such regulations 
shall be hung up in a conspicuous place in the 
office of the Engineer. Any addition to or 
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changes in such regulations shall be approved, 
entered and exhibited from time to time in the 
same manner. 13. The Engineer shall, with ref· 
erence to the said 'matter and all others, comply 
with any directions of Committees of the Council 
which shall fali witInn any authority duly given 
tl) such Committees respectivrly by the Council. 
14. 1Ie shall, from time to time report to the 
Board of Works, or any other ~taHiling Committee 
having cognizance of the matter, or to the Cuuncil 
as the case may require, any obstruction he may 
meet with in the discharge uf hi8 dutic:;, as well as 
any malta on which he llIay want advice or in
structions. 15. lIe shall perform such other 
duties as have hitherto been imposed on him by 
any By-law or Hcsolution of the Council, or which 
he may by any future By-bw be directed to per
form. 

XXI\'. 

W.wrlng Streets As to the Watering of the Streets, if a majority 
in number and yalue of the rate-payers on any 
street, er on any part of a street desire that the 
watering thereof should be superintended by one 

. of themsel ves, or by some other person withont a 

C.~riifl·destobe 
III dupilrate. 

salary therefor, and in place of the Engine ,I' or 
pl'rson in charge of the Engineer'S department, 
they may appoint a person accordingly, and on 
communicating the appointment to the Council the 
Engineer or person in charge of the EI'gillcer's 
department shall be relieved from the dnty 80 far' 
as rcounb the locality in qnestion. 

XXY. 

E\'ery certificate giyen by the Engineer or 
person in charge. of the Engineer's Department, 
of the accuracy of any account against the Cor. 
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poration, shall be prepared in Duplicate, and one 
part shal1 be delivered by him to the Chamber1ain 
before or at the same time that the other part is 
deUvered to the person entitled to receive the 
money thereon. 

XXVI. 

No contractor or other person engaged on any Payment on 

I rIC' h II b 'd h . Contrncts. wor ( lor t 1e lty, s a e pal t e compensatIOn 
allowed him (unless otherwise provided for,) by his 
contract, or any part thereof, unless at the time of 
paying the same he shall present to the Chamber-
lain a certificate from the Engineer or, person in 
charge of the Engineer's department, stating that 
he had examined, measured, and computed the 
work, and that the same was completed, or that 
the payment demanded was due on such work; and 
also stating what the work was on which such 
money was due. 

XXVII. 

And with the view of further carrying out the Accounts, how to 

various objects embraced in this By-law, every ac- Mtified. 

count before being paid shal1 be certified, firstly 
by the Engineer or other superior officer under 
whose superintendence the work was done or mate-
rial provided: and secondly by the Board or 'Jom-
mittee (if any,) under whose authority the contract 
or expenditure was made; this latter certificate be-
ing given by, or by order of such Board or Com-
mittee, or a majority thereof, and signed by the 
members or by the Chairman in their presence, 
and such certificate shall also refer in some dis-
tinct manner to the By-law or Resolution of the 
Council by or under which the expenditure waS 
authorised. 



AcrOtJDts not to 
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XXVIII. 

The Chamberlain shall pay no such account un
less the same is given to him with the said two 
certificates, and also with the declaration herein
before mentioned, or the order of the Finance 
Committee in lieu of such declaration, nor unless 
the same was ,luly authorised by the Council, ac
cording to the provisions of this By-law; and when 
tl,e payment is by cheque, the cheque shall men
ti~n the By-law or Resolution which authorises the 
payment to be made. 

XXIX. 

Power to with· In case the Board or Committee has reason to 
holdo,rtifica'es. believe that any ~Iclllbcr of the Council, or Offi-

cer of the Corporation is interested in any account 
presented for the approval of such Board or Com
mitte, it shall be the duty of the Board or Com
mittee to withhold a certificate, and to give the 
parties interested and supposed to be interl'sted in 
the account, an opportunity of disproving the sup
pu.'l'cl interest; and if they fail to do so to the 
satisfaction of the Board or Cummittcc, it shall be 
the duty of the Board or Committee to report the 
case forthwith to the Council. 

XXX. 

~~r;:~ to be pro· The Chamberlain, for the convenience of par
ties, shall provide printed forms for the necc,,-ary 
certificates and declaration, such forms being sub
ject _to the approval of the Finance Committee. 

XXXI. 

:wef.,'::,~t"t:" Ko money shall be paid to any Member of the 
or omoe",. Council, or to any Officer of the Corporation, as 

agent or attorney for apy contractor, or in any 
manner on behalf of a contractor. 
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XXXII. 

No Member of the Ccouncil shall have power to McmborsofCoun· 

d
" . ~ . eil not to inter-
Irect or mtencre With the performance of any fer. in works. 

work for the Corporation, and the officer in charge 
shall be subject only to his superior officer (if any) 
and to the Council, or to any Board or Committee 
(while acting in that capacity, and not otherwise,) 
to which the Council may in any case give autho-
rity in that behalf. 

XXXIII. 

All work and materials shall be done and pro- Work and Mat .. 
. 'rials to be con· 

vlded by contract, and after tenders have been troct,d for. 

called for, and notices for this purpose put up at 
every Police Station for at least two weeks, besides 
advertising therefor in any other manner whicll 
the extent and importance of the work may render 
necessary. In case of an emergency rendering it 
necessary to dispense with this rule, such dispens-
ing therewith shall require the sanction of a majo-
rity (being not less than four,) members of the 
Board or Committee having charge of the matter; 
and every such case is to be entered in their min-
utes at the time, and to be reported to the Council 
at its next meeting, with the reasons which ren-
dered it necessary in such cases to dispense with 
this rule. 

XXXIV. 

No contractor or other person found by the En- ir~~~·~ft':~tj,:( 
gineer, or person in charge of the Engineer's de- again employed. 

partment, or by any Board of the Council, or 
declared by a Resolution of the Council, or ascer-
tained by a judicial decision, to have been guilty 
of defrauding, or of attempting to defrQ,ud the City, 
shall again be employed in any capacity on behalf 
of or receive any contract from the City, without 
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the express sanction of the Council. It shall be 
the duty or the various officers of the Corporation 
to forthwith report all such frauds or attempted 
frauds they become aware of to their snperiors, 
and for such superiors to report the same to the 
Boanj or Committee to whose uepartmcnt the sub
ject of the fraud belongs. 

xxxv. 
The Collector's HIlIl.s arc to be ready for the 

Collectors on or before the ht day of August in 
each year; and if the press of business makes this 
impossible for the City Clerk and his a"i,t:lIlt", the 
Finance Committee shall obtain for the Clerk such 
further and temporary assistance as may be neces
sary, anu s~all forthwith report to the Council 
what they do in this respect, with their reasons 
therefor. 

XXXVI. 

Every Collector, and every Officer of the C 01"

poration (other than the Chamberlain) whose office 
occasions hi:; receiving or collecting money for the 
Corporation, shall pay to the Chamberlain on the 
Saturday of every week all his collections up to 
that date, and shall at the same time deliver to the 
Chamberlain a deciar'ltion signed by such Collec
tor, and to the effeet that the amount so pai,j in is all 
that he has receive,j up to the time of making 
such payment. And the Chamberlain or Finance 
Committee may require each Declaration in any 
case, to be sworn before the Mayor. 

XXXYII. 

The Chamberlain shall, from time to time, re
port to the Council all collectors who make drfault 
in complying with the requirements of the pre
ceding scction, with the particulars of the default. 
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XXXVIII. 

Any Officer who shall refuse or wilfully fail or &~~r~ 1,~i~~~~ 
neglect to perform any duty enjoined upon him 
by any By-law or Resolution of the Council, or 
who shall, in the discharge of his official duty, be 
guilty of any fraud, extortion, oppression, favorit-
ism, partiality, or wilful wrong or injustice, shall 
be subject to removal from office, and to a fine in 
each case of not less than $8, nor more than $20. 

XXXIX. 

It shall be the duty of everv Board and standing BOa<ds and Com· 
O' mittt!cs to report 

Committee, on or before the last regular meeting &c. 

of the Council in the mon th of December in each year, 
to present to the Council, for the information of the 
Council and of the inhabitants generally, as well 
as for the guidance of the Board or Committee of 
the following year, a general Report of the state 
of the various m::.tters referred to the Board or 
Committee from time to time during the year, the 
work or business done through or by such Commitee, 
and the expenditure made under their authority 
or superintendence; such Report shall also state 
the number of meetings the Board or Committee 
held during the year, at which a quorum was pre
sent, and the number of meetings duly called, but 
at which there was no quorum, and how often 
each member was absent from the latter meetings; 
and shall contain Buch suggestions in regard to the 
future action of the succeeding Board or Commit
tee as experience may enable the reporting Com
mittee to make in respect of the matters embraced 
in the Report. And it shall be the duty of the 
Clerk to have 250 copies of each of the said Re
pOI·ts printed forthwith. 
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XL. 

Iloarcls and Com, It shl\ll hereafter be the duty of every Board 
mltl;eel tofurDish . • .' 
... tamentsol, and Standing Committee on or before the second 
,onlempl.ted ox· • h C '1 . h h f A '1' 
p.udlturo. meetmg of t e ounci m t e mont 0 pn In 

every year, to report an estimate of the expendi
ture to be required during the year, in respect of 
the' matters usually referred to such Board or 
Committee, and such TIcport.~, with the Reports of 
the lilngineer and other officers on the same Bub
jects, shall be considered on the fourth Monday 
after they are presented, and shall have at that 
meeting anu every subsequent meeting prcceuence 
of all other business on the orders of the day, un
til sueh Reports are disposed of. 

XLI. 

lI7 .. I ...... tObed,· Every By-law which passes the Council, shall, 
JIOI!!lted 1D safe... •• 

ImmedIately after bemg sIgned by the Mayor, and 
sealed with the seal of the Corporation, be deposit
ed by the Clerk for security in the safe in the 
Chamberlain's Qjlice. 

XLII. 

~~~~,~ ~y, All cheques for any sum of money whatever-to 
'M Masor. be paid on account of the City shall be signed by 

the Chamberlain and countersigned by the Mayor. 

. 

(Signed) W. H. BOULTON, 

COUNCIL CnUIBER, 
Turonto, Jan. 26th, 1858. 

[L. S.] 

Mayor. 

A true copy, 
CIIARLES DALY, 

C. C. C. Cily of Toronto. 

M4CLI.\B, l'uoliU8 &: Co., PBlNTl:a.a, 16 KlNo 8TUft EUl'. 
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