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P REFA C E • 

• 

THE account that an American 44, had 

captured a British 49, gun frigate, reached the 

author, when a prisoner in the United States. 

An Englishman, early accustomed to regard 

the navy as the bulwark of his country, and 

not aware of any difference between tlle no .. 

minal or rated, and the real force of a ship, 

might well feel a degree of humiliation in the 

Guerriere's loss. The event naturally excited 

a spirit of inquiry; truth and fiction separated 

by degrees; and, before the author effected 

his escape from the United States, he had 

learned duJy to appreciate the tales of American 

victories, both by sea and land. 

Convinced that, the moment the actions 

between British and American $hips could 
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be submitted to arithmetical calculation, the 

popular delusion respecting them would cease, 

the author, upon his arriv~l at Halifax, Nova 

Scotia, commenced transmitting to the editor 

of the Naval Chronicle, under the signa

ture of "Boxer," a series of letters on the 

subject. As these were written soon after 

the accounts had transpired, it was hardly 

possible to avoid some mistatements; nor 

would a literary correspondence admit· of 

very minute details. Subsequently, the au

thor published at Halifax, a pamphlet, enti

tuled,-" An Inquiry into the merits of the 

principal Naval Actions between Great Britain 

and the United States, &c."_· -This was a decided 

improvement upon the letters; but, as nearly 

all the British ships had left the station, and 

the dearth of materials been en creased by the 

non-appearance in print of the British official 

accounts, in as many as twelve of the actions, 

much still remained to be done. The colonial 

pu blic, however, gave the work a most flattering 

reception: in the short space of two months, 

nearly 2000 copies wentoff; and the remainder, 
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about 500 in number, the author brought with 

him to England. 

A second edition, Of, rather, an entirely new 

work, is now offered to the public. Not only 

have the details of each action been more funy 

and correctly stated, and the comparative force 

of the parties, more clearly exhibited; but 

many nayal occurrences of the late war, not 

noticed in the Halifax edition, have been 

added: and, as the American historians have 

commenced attacking the British naval cha

racter, from the war of 1776, it was incnm

bent upon the author to bestow a slight re

trospect upon the events of that early period. 

To obviate the charge of partiality, so often 

alleged against histories of war .. events, the 

published official accounts, American as well 

as British, are inserted in an Appendix. 

The plates are intended to illustrate the 

subject, not to ornament the work. Plate 1 

shows the description of shot used by the Ame

ricans, during the whole of the late war; at 

first, attempted to be concealed under the words 

" round and grape." Plates 2 and 3 explain 



VIll PREFACE. 

themselves. The author had intended to repre

sent, in a fourth plate, the profile-views of the 

British and American frigates, but wanted inte

rest to procure copies of the sheer-draughts: 

indeed, it becomes him to state that, his own 

assiduity alone, enabled him to give any plates 

at all. He might, it is true, have procured 

a drawing of the action between the Shannon 

and Chesapeake, or Pelican and Argus; but 

here he must have trusted to the pencil of 

another; and so little is generally thought 

due to the relative size and force of the 

ships, provided the piece, as a whole, produces 

a striking effect, that he has preferred being 

a p1ate deficient, to introducing one, calcu

lated to please the fancy, at the risk of 

entrapping the judgment, of his readers. 

With respect to the general credit of his 

work, the author has spared 110 pains or ex .. 

pense, to render it worthy the subject upon 

which it treats.· For the chief of his facts, 

not extracted from the official accounts and 

Am.erican naval histories, he is indebted to the " 

ready communications of many distinguished 
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naval officers ~ the remaining facts are the 

result of his own obM~rvation and inquiries, 

as well while a prisoner, as since his escape. 

Before the reader pronounces upon any 

harsh expression he may observe in the work, 

let him study, attentively, the grounds upon 

which it is uttered. National character is a 

sensitive thing; and, surely, the existing peace 

between the two countries does not oblige 

us to let pass, unrefuted, the foulest asper

sions, or wholly to suppress the feelings of a 

just i,ndignation. How little the Americans 

consult any punctilio of the kind, may be seen 

in a collection of libels upon both British navy 

and army, published as late as September 

last; and dedicated to the" Honorable James 

Munro," on the eve of his becoming president 

of~ the United States. The high tone assumed 

by the American author~ when speaking of 

the intentions of his government, coupled with 

the dedication of his work, is a convlllcmg 

proof, that he was sanctioned in the perform

ance of it; and that, had he thought the deck

plans, or sheer-draughts, of any of the Ame-
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rican ships of war, would further his oliject, 

the American navy-board, when applied to on 

the subject, would not have thought it expe;.. 

dient to withhold them from his sight. 

In the separate details of each action, par

ticularly those of the late war, the author has 

endeavoured at a methodical arrangement, 

something like the following: 

]\.feeting of the ships. 

Details of the action. {
British and American ac
counts compared together. 

Britis~l } ship's damages,-loss. 
AmencalJ 

British· }Sbip's guns, and comple-} 
American ment of men and boys. 

Dimensions of the ships. 

do. do. 

do. do. 

do. do. 

Comparative force of the ships computed, and exhibited in 
a statement. 

Remarks arising out of that statement; illustrations, &c. 

The merits of the different actions might 

have been detailed in less than half the f'pace 

they occupy in the present work, had not the 

American editors, by heaping falsehood upon 

falsehood, so often compelled the author,-not 

unfrequently by a tedious operation to both the 
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reader and himself,-to remove the obstruction 

ere he could proceed. Yet he does nOlt pledge 

himself to have remarked upon aU the contra

dictions and inconsistencies to be found in the 

American official accounts: much remains for 

the reader's discernment. Had the suppressed 

British letters duly appeared in the Gazette, 

there would have been something. to counter

act, in the public mind, the baneful effects of 

the American accounts, so freely circulated, 

without a word of comment, by British jour

nalists; and the author would not now have to 

eradicate one impression, before he can hope 

to succeed with another; 

There were a few boat-attacks and other 

spirited enterprises, performed upon the ,coast 

of the United States, that are. not recorded in 

these pages. The chief reason for omitting them 

was, the impossibility of getting at the relative 

, force of the parties; without which, the details 

would comprise no nwre than vrhat had been 

I'een by the public. The same motives, added 

,to the work's having already exceeded, by 

upwards of 130 pages, the limits originally 
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assigned to it, induced the author to leave out 

of his plan, the numerous gallant actions fought 

by Britis\I packets and merchant-ships, with 

American privateers. It is the actions between 

the public cruizers on each side,-·· the higher 

classes especially,-that stand as conspicuous 

Ilational events; and which ought, therefore, 

to be handed down to posterity in characters 

of truth. 

An earlier ~ppearance of the present work, 

might have rendered' it more acceptable; but 

the author had only to choose between, waiting 

till he had obtained the required information 

from officers dispersed all over the United 

Kingdom, and rashly committing to print, a 

mass of crude facts and imperfect details, 

upon so highly interesting a subject. Indeed, 

it was only in February last, that the full par

ticulars of the wanton attack made by the U. s. 

ship Peacock upon the honorable East India 

company's cruizer Nautilus, appeared in an 

authenticated form; and yet more recently; 

that the last Amer1can work on the occur

rences of the late war, arrived in this country, 
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.'Vithout the latter, the advantage of the re

ply ~ after an adversary has exhausted his 

eloquence in embellishing his own, and black

ening our cause, would have been lost: with

out the former, an important event of the late 

war, would only have reached the public, 

disfigured by American misrepresentation. 

_ .The question may be asked,-Have we not 

already, in the Annual Registers and other 

periodical works, faithful accounts of the naval 

events of the late American war .?-In not one 

of them, are the actions between British and 

American ships correctly stated. N or is it 

lmrprising, when we _ consider, that the editors, 

in the numerous cases in which the Britis~ 

official letters were not published, had hastily 

to glean their materials from the rumours of 

the day, or the official and other accounts of 
~ 

the Americans. Even here., had the authori .. 

ties' been cited, _ theant~dote, in most cases, 

would have accompanied the poison; but, very 

often, the latter was rendered more potent by 

the editor's remarks; and more so still, when 
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the judgment that dictated them, had become 

warped by the spirit of party. 

The present work differs from others upon 

the same subject, in one material point; the 

attempt to exhibit the comparative force in 

naval actions, by placing in confrontation, first, 

the amount, in pounds-weight, or calibers, of 

the shot thrown by each ship or fleet, in a broad

side, or discharge from aU their guns upon 

one side, distinguishing the long guns from 

the carronades; then, the complement or 

complements of men and boys, and Jastly, 

the size in tons, of each opposing ship or Heet. 

The reasons for adopting this method, have 

been fully set forth in the first or introductory 

chapter. Another point of difference con

sists, iIi submitting to the reader's view, the 

enemy's official account of each action. It is 

seldom we see a French official account; and 

then, the aid of a translator is required, to give it 

general currency: whereas an American official 

account no sooner meets the eye of an Eng

lishman, than it finds its way to both his head 

and his heart. 
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In a work like the present, the reader may 

expect some political discussions, upon the ori ... 

gin of the late American war, the manner in 

which it was conducted by each party, and the 

merits of the treaty by which it terminated. 

If so, he will be disappointed: the author has' 

confined his attention to naval subjects; and, 

should he have succeeded in exposing to ridi

cule, American bombast, and in vindicating the 

character of British seamen, from that perti

nacious system of falsehood and detraction, 

upon which the. Americans have founded their 

novel pretensions to excel us in deeds of arms 

on the ocean,-he has accomplished his object •. 

L01MlUll, June 1st I 18 17. 



ERRATA. 

Page 2 line 29, dele Neptune her charioteer. 

30, for his read a. 
35 14, for 28 read 26. 

17, for four read two. 

19, f01' 6 read 2. 

62 8, for 1780 read 1800. 

141 10, for fore read main. 

322 5, for squadron read squadrons. 

332 12, dele men. 
419 19, for larger than, read nearly as large al. 

522 29, for four read three. 

xviii 13, for 29 read 20. 

N.B. The author hasinp1'eparation, a work, intended to be 

in uniformity to the present, upon tlte military occurr'ences rif 
the late war between Great Britain Qud the United States 

0/ America. 





PLATE 1 

Dimum:iling.or .dmerican"round ':mdgrape·;,.hot:.;uLlpp.p.XVLXXXIX. 

a.])o-,i6Ze-~ .rh.()i-. 

o.b.b .•. b.b .. fwr-JMt:. 

e.c. tJwin-.. rlwt. 

b 



CHAPTER L 

American naval histories-Their partiality-List 
of several-lvatuTe of a ship's annalnent-Dif

ferent kinds of cannon in use-Their compam~ 
il:ve qualities-Aduantages of large-sized shot
TVeigltt of less consequence than diamete1'-Ame~ 
ricans of a contmry opinion-Itsfaltac!! exposed 
-British and American shot in use~Advantage 
of shifting guns-Drftnilion of a ship's broad
side-weight of metal-Necessity of estimating the 

. complement-Also the size in tons-British and 

American ships' mtes-Deception upon the public 
-New order in council-Difference in ships of 
war, as to number of decks-Not a true criterion, 
of for:ce-Nor difference in 1'ig, of size-InJunc
tion to the reader on the foregoing heads. 

I N a work professing to exhibit correct ac
counts of the naval occurrences of a war, it 
would be an insult to the reader's understand

ing, to call for his decision upon e:cparte state
ments. Yet, not oue of the naval bistories .pub
lished in the United State::;, pap ;:U'J respect to 
the statements of an enemy. American otficial 
accounts, ho"vever improbable 0, contradictory, 

are held too sacred to be doubt;~d; and even idle 

B 
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rumoul', and newspaper paragraphs, are often 
made the grounds of the most positive assertions, 
upon the most important points. 

The American details of their naval actions, 
will be extracted from four of their principal 
works on that subject. It may be as wel) to 
give, at once, a summary of their respective 
title-pages: 

"The NAVAL HISTORY of the UNITED STATES, 

from the commencement of the REVOLUTIONARY 

WAft to the present time; by THOMAS CLARK; 

second edition; publi~hed at PHILADELPHIA, 

January 3, 1814.') 

"An IMPARTIAL and CORRECT HISTORY of the 
'War, &c.: carefully compiled from official do
cuments: by JOHN Low, at NEW YORK, in 181.'>." 

" NAVAL MONUMENT, containing official and 
other accounts of the battles fought between the 
navies of the UNITED STATES and GREAT BRI

TAIN, during the late war, &c.: by A. BOWEN, 

at BOSTON, in 1816." 

" HISTORICAL SKETCHES of the late war be
tween the UNITED STATES and GREAT BRITAIN, 

&c.; by JOHN LEWllS TnOMPSON, at PlIILADEL

PHI!\.; third edition; 1816." 
One of these works, the" Naval Monument," 

has a remarkably modest frontispiece. It re
presents America }'iding' triumphant on the 
waves, and Neptune, her charioteer, IJointing. 
with his trident, to a clus.ter of American wor-:-
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thies, fantastically stuck upon a taU monument; 
whose foundation, by the bye, is not clearly dis
cernible. Addison has described the design in 
a very few words.-" One kind of burlesque," 
says he, "represents mean persons in the ac
coutrements of heroes." 

The "Naval History of the United States" 
partakes rather of an official character; and Mr. 
Clark, in his first edition, did style himself,
" U. States topographical engineer." He has, 
evidently, been allowed access to all the public 
records. Both democrats and federalists lavishly 
praised his first edition; and the author has, 
very judiciously, placed in front of his second, 
under the imposing head of "Criticism," seve
ral complimentary scraps. Among them, is the 
following from the American "Portefolio:" 

" This is a very interesting collection of facts 
and documents, no where else to be found in so 
convenient a form, on the most important sub
ject which now engrosses the attention of the 
American people. The naval history of a coun
try is a theme on which we all dwell with pecu-

. liar pleasure; since our national pride cannot 
fail to receive its highest gratification from a 
series of brilliant and daring achievements. The 
author of the present work has, therefore, ren
dered a useful service, by enabling the public at 
large to become more familiar with Our naval 
anna]s." 

B2 



4: NAVAL OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

A third edition, and a dedication to the Jate 
American secretary of state, MI". Munro, confer 
some authority upon the " Sketches of the war." 
That, and the" Naval History," may be consi
dered as speaking the sentiments of the Ameri
can people, upon the great national subject that 

fins the pages of both. 
The indulgence of the naval reader is now re

quested, while a few observations, chiefly cal
culated for such as are unacquainted with the 
subject, are submitted, upon the nature of a 
ship's armament, and upon what really consti
tutes hel" joree,-or power to do and resist in
jury, when contending with an enemy. 

That ships constructed for the purposes of 
war, mount guns or cannon, is well known. 
Guns have their cylinders of various diameters or 
calibers, from 2t to 8 inches; and each gun is 
named. from the 'weight of the shot, which its 
cylindet win adrnit to pass freely. Thus, a gun 
of a 2t inch caliber, being capable of receiving 
and discharging an iron shot that weighs half a 
pound, is caned a half-pounder, or more com
munly, a swivel, fronll the 'way in which it is 
usually mOlJlnted; and a gun of an 8-inc11 ca
liber, disch~n'ging a shot weighing sixty eight 
pounds, is caBed a 58-pounder. Behveen these 
extremes, are several gradations, each distin~ 

guished in a similar manner. 

The gun which throWlii a shot of sixty eight 
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pounds weight, was invented in 1779, at Carron 
in Scotland; and thence called a carronade. 
This gun is shorter and lighter; in proportion to 
its caliber, than any of the common kind. The 
carronade admits of variety in caliber, but not 
to so great an extent as tile long gun; the 
cylinders of few of the former being below 
fOUl'inches in diameter; the caliber of a 

9-pounder. 
No long gun at present in our service throws a 

heavier shot than of thirty two pounds. There 
is, however; a kind of gun, still shorter than the 
carronade, the diameter of whose bore extends 
to thirteen inches. These guns are named 
mortars and howitzers; and are designated ac
cordiIlg to the diametl:'r of their bores, thus: 
" A 13-inch mortar ;"-" An 8-indl howitzer." 
They are chiefly employed to throw shells; and, 
for that purpose, mounted on board peculiar 
vess€ls, called bomb-ships. 

Within these few years, a sort of medium-gun 
has been invented, for sea-service, called by us, 

Govel's, or Congreve's gun. The Americans call 
their's a ColMmbiad,. pmbably from its having 
been cast at the cannon-foundel'Y situate in the 
district of Columbia, in the United States. 

The English short long-gun weighs about two
fifths less than a gun of the same caliber, of the 

common construction; but a 68-pound-carro

nade weighs only one-sixth more than the lightest 
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24-pound gun, and a 42-pound carronadeweighs 
considerably less than the lightest I8-pound 
gun. 

Owing to this circumstance, the carronade re
quires fewer hands to work it, and can be loaded 
and pointed with more quickness and facility, 
than the long gun. The benefit to be derived 
from employing a species of cannon capable of 
throwing shot of so extraordinary a size, appears 
in the following extract from a celebrated trea
tise on gunnery: 

"The most important advantage of heavy 
bullets is this, that with the same velocity, they 
break out holes in all solid bodies, in a greater 
IH'oportion than their weight: that is, for in
stance, a 24-pound shot will, with the same ve
locity, break out a hole in any wall, rampart or 
solid beam, in which it lodges, above eight times 
larger than will be made by a 3-pound shot; 
for, its diameter being double, it will make a 
superficial fracture above four times as great as 
the 3-pounder, (mQre of a smaller hole being 
dosed up by the springing of the solid body than 
of a great one,) and it will penetrate to more 
than twice the depth. By this means, the firmest 
walls of masonry are easily cut through their 
whole substance by heavy shot, which could 
never be effected by those of a smaller ca1iber; 
and in ships, the strongest beams and masts are 
hereby fractureil, vrhich a great number of 
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smaller bul1ets would scarcely injure." (Robins, 
p.285.) 

In Rees's Encyclopedia, title, Cannon, are the 
following additional remarks upon large-sized 
shot.-" The 68-pound carronade is superior to 
the long 24 and 32-pounders, particularly in 
close combats, by the size of the holes which its 
shbt makes in the side of a ship, and from its 
likewise passing through the same with less ve
locity. For a shot, especially if its diameter be 
but small, that passes very quickly through a 
ship's side, makes only a clean hole; whereas 
one of a large diameter that penetrates it with 
less celerity, makes a rough and ragged hole, by 
tearing and splintering the planks and timbers." 

It may be necessary to offer a few words on 
the comparative distances to which cannon 
of the different calibers and descriptions will 
project a shot. Robins, who wrot(~ upwards 
of thirty years before the invention of carro
nades; and therefore had reference to long guns 
only, says :-" The larger bullets being less re
sisted in proportion to their weight than the 
smaller, the distance to which these lut'ger bullets 
fly with the same proportion of powder, exceeds 
the flight of the smaller ones, almost in the pro
portion of their diameters; so that a 32-pound 
shot, for instance, being somewhat more than 
six inches in diameter, and a 9-pound shot but 
four inches, the 32-pound shot will fly near half 
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as far again, as that of 9-pound, if both pieces 
are so elevated as to range to the furthest dis~ 
tance possible." (P. 284.) In another place he 
says, " a 24-pounder, loaded in the customary 
manner, and elevated to 8°, ranges its bullet, 
at a medium, to about a mile and a half; 
whereas, a 3-pounder, which is of half the di~ 
ameter, will, in the same circmnstances, ran'ge 
but little more than a mile." (P.256.) 

Some infonnation l'elating to the range of 
carronades, is here extracted from a little work 
entitled the" Naval Pocket Gunner." 

" Range with carron a des, I-12th the weight of 

tile shot, with one 'lead; the line of fire from six to 

nine feet above the water's level." 

Nature. 68-pudr, 42-pndr. 32-pndr. 24-pndr. IS-pndr. 12-pndr, 

----- ------- ._- -- ---
Point-blank ... 450 yds, 400 yds. 330 yds. 300 yds. 27(;) yds. 230 yds. 

Five degrees .. , 12£0 .. 1170 .. \087 -. \050 .. 1000 . . S70 -. 

Therefore, a ship, armed with carronades 
only, however large in caliber, would be quite at 
the mercy of an adversary , armed' with long 12 

or IS-pounders; provided the latter ship, by 
possessing the weather-gage, 01' a decided supe .. 
riority in sailing, could choose her distance, 
Let the two ships once close, and the larger balls; 
would soon establish their destructive superi .. 
prit,Y, 
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There is another advantage attending large 
cannon, which Mr. Robins justly ealls "a ca
pital one ;"-" that of carrying the weight of 
their bullet in grape or lead-shot, arid thereby 
annoying the enemy more effectually, than could 
be done by ten times the number of small 
pieces." (P.2S5.) 

On referring again to the " Naval Pocket 
Gunner," it appears, that the difference in the 
relative weights of grape-shot, when made up, is, 
in some cases, much greater than exists between 
the relative weights of round shot. For instance, 
a single grape-shot for a 24-pounder weighs 
two pounds; and, for an IS-pounder, one pound 
eight ounces: but while the grape, when made 
up, weighs for a 24-pounder, twenty four pounds 
four ounces, it weighs for an IS-pounder only 
sixteen pounds eight ounces. 

It is commonly thought, that a shot fired at a 
very long range, should it even strike a ship, 
would do far less injury, than a shot fired from 
a short distance. The extract from Rees's En
cyclopedia, already given, disproves this; and, 
to the same effect, are the words of Mr. RobiIis:-" 
~, It is a matter of experiment, that a bullet, 
which ean but just pass through a piece of tim .. 
bel', and loses almost all its motion thereby, has 
a much better chance of rending and fracturing 
it,than if it passed through it with a much 
grea.t-er velocity," (P. 2Hl.) And, in another 
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place :-" In penetrating solid bodies, that bul
let which has but just force enoug'h to go through, 
will produce much greater effect, than a bullet 
which has a considerable velocity left, after it 
has got through." (P.307.) 

The Americans, it appears, have" accurately 
weighed together" their shot and ours, of the 
same caliber; and one naval commander officially 
states, that a British 32-pound shot weighs one 
pound three-quarters more than au American 
Olle. This alleged difference in weight (rather less 
than one-eighteenth) the Americans ascribe, not 
to the diameter of their shot being smaller than 
ours of the same nominal weight, hut to the tex
ture being looser, arising from some difference 
in the two methods of casting. Whenever the 
Americans do venture upon a calculation o( 
comparative weight of metal, they take care to 
profit by this discovery. 

It is not worth enquiring, whether or not 
this alleged trifling variation in weight between 
American and British shot, does exist; or whe- . 
ther it may not arise from a new shot having 
been picked out on one side, and an old one, 
dented in the casting, or abraded by rust, on 
the other. Under the article already quoted 
from Rees's Encyclopedia, it is stated, that " a 
hollow shot equal in diameter to a 68-pound 
shot, but weighing only forty pounds, fired from 
a suitable distance, pene.trated a bulk.head, ai 
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thick as the sides of a first.rate; and afterwards 
striking against an oak post or stud, nine inches 
square, tore, shattered, and splintered it almost 
to pieces." 

It has just appeared, that one advantage of a 
large shot, is the size of the hole it makes in a 
ship's side; and that the less the celerity of the 
shot in its passage through, the greater will be 
the damage. Were the exact weight, and not 
the diameter, of a shot to be taken, in proof of 
its destructive power, the above hollow shot, of 
eight inches diameter, filled with combustible 
matter till it weighed forty eight pounds, must 
be considered as less effective than a solid iron 
shot of the same diameter, weighing sixty eight 
pounds; and that, precisely as 48 is to 68. 

Either the Americans mean this, or they mean no
thing. It is to be hoped, they will not again 
broach a principle so truly ridiculous. 

The only kinds of shot used in the British 
navy, are, round, grape, and case or canister, a 
smaller species of grape. But the Americans, 
both in their public, and private-armed vessels, 
employ, under the denomination of " round and 
grape;" chain, bar, star, and double-headed 
shot; which, in close combat especially, enables 
them to unrig a ship, much more quickly than 
could be accomplished by the shot in general 
use. An accurate representation of these dis~ 
mantling shot may be seen in Plate 1. 
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The editor of the "Naval History" says that, 
-" in an engagement between ship and ship, 
the effect produced is, by the broadside, or the 
number of guns placed in battery on one side of 
a ship." NIl'. Clark should have said-" num
ber and description of guns;" his present state
ment implying, that a 3 and a 32-pounder are 
productive of equal effect. 

The armed schooners of the United States 
often appear with their guns fitted in a manner, 
that, one would think, requires only to be 
known, to be generally adopted. For instance, 
a schooner of 80 or 90 tons, upon which we 
should place six 12-pound carronades at least, 
wouid, as an American privateer, carry three 
long 12-pol1nders, upon pivot-carriages; so as 
to be used upon either broadside. Thus, while 
numerically of only half her former force, she 
throws the same weight of metal in broad
side; and possesses the immense advantage 
of long guns over carronades of the same ca
liber. . 

All the American public ships derive a par
tial benefit from using shifting guns upou 
their upper decks; for which they are pro
vided with spare ports, exclusive of those at 
the bow and stern. These guns, as well as 
those placed on pivot-carriages, belong to the 
broadside-force; and should be estimated ac
cordingly. Mr. Clark, by including, in his 
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~tatement of the force of our frigates, the 
shifting or boat-carronade which they usual1y 
carry, admits the correctness of this principle. 

Standing bow or stern-chasers, or any other 
guns in the ship, for which no broadside-ports 
(in contra-distinction to the bow or bridJe-port) 
are provided; or which, from the construction 
of their carriages, cannot be fought, otherwise 
than through ports, win not be estimated. By a 
ship's broadside-weight of metal, is therefore to 
be understood, the united calibers, in pounds) 
of all the long guns and carronades, which she 
can "place in battery on one side of her;" 
whether those guns are stationed upon her decks, 
or in her tops. -' 

The guns of a ship are useless lumps of iron, 
without men to handle them. A ship that has 
not men enough for all her guns upon the broad
side, must either allot to each gun fewer hands 
than can properly work it, or funy man a part 
only of her guns, and leave the remainder un
supl'lied. In either case, that ship's whole 
force or power is not brought into action. 

Suppose two ships, equal in guns, to engage; 
one to have full crews for every gun upon her 
broadside, marines for bel' gangways and tops, 
seamen in abundance to trim sails, repair run
ning-rigging-, clear away lvreeks of F;pars, stop 
ihot-holes; in short, men foJ' every possible ser
vice in the ship. Let the other ship hare men 
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enough to work two-third of her guns only, 
scarcely any to employ as marines, and so few 
for trimming sails and manreuvering' the ship, 
or for hastily repairing slight accidents in the 
rigging, that she can neither take a position to 
rake her opponent, nor prevent being raked 
herself; her disability encreasing, by every shot 
that is fired. Will anyone pronounce this to 
be an equal match? Yet, were a ship's force to 
be estimated from her guns only, the affirmative 
would be the answer, whatever absurdity it 
might involve. 

Strictly speaking, every gun that cannot be 
manned, should be thrown out of the estimate. 
None would be by this such sufferers in fame, 
as thecotmnanders of American privateers. 
One of their schooners, of ten heavy guns, might 
have captured, in quick succession, six merchant
ships, of twelve guns each; everyone of which 
would, of course, be pronounced " superior" to 
herself. Yet the whole six British crews, would 
not, perhaps, outnumber the single American 
crew. 

Again; when two ships grapple, of what con. 
sequence is an equality in cannon? She that 
has most men, with arms in their hands, will 
inevitably carry her opponent, unless, indeed, 
the advantage is rendered of no avail by a de
ficiency in valor. This fact has been established 
repeatedly, in the engagements with our packets, 
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armed transports, and even merchant-ships, as 
many a disappointed privateersman can testify. 

American editors, in theil' statements of ac
tions, conceal, not only the weight of metal, 
but, invariably, the complements, on each side; 
aware that, as " successful contributors to na
tional character," they dare not make the dis
closure. 

In the present work, a ship's complement will 
be added to her broadside-weight of metal; and, 
as a British ship's complement always consists 
of a great proportion of boys; (and of very 
young ones, too;) while scarcely any are to be 
seen on board an American ship, it would be 
to consider men and boys as equal in effective
ness, not to enumerate them separately. The 
same distinction must be observed, when non
combatant-passengers are on board. 

Hitherto, estimates of the comparative force 
of ships have been usually considered as com
plete, when the force in guns and men was accu
rately stated; but, it is submitted, a disparity 
in size, especially if it amounts to any thing be
yond a ·fifth or a fourth, ought also to be in
cluded. For instance, the larger ship remains 
steadier ill a rough sea; by which her guns are 
pointed with more effect, as, from the roomi. 
ness of her decks, they are worked with more 
ease. Her additional length necessarily places 
the men further apart; thereby diminishing the 
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havoc made by the enemy's shot. The men have 
another security, in the additional thickness of 
her sides, through which the shot have to pass; 
and the ship herself is, from the same cause, en
abled to withstand a longer and more furious 
cannonade. Then, the encreased diameter of 
the masts, yards, and rigging, adds to the diffi
culty of destroying or di~aLli!1g them; and the 
stability of a ship's masts, after tho&e of her 
adversary have faIle!!, generally decides the 
contest. 

The advantage of thick sides has not escaped 
the discernment of the Americans; and, the dis
cussion being confined to American ships, there 
could be noobjectin withholding it frol'd1 the pLlO
lie, or in rendering it confused. Mr. Paul Hamil. 
ton, the American secretary ofthe navy, in his of
ficiallettel', transmitting a "very valuable com

munication". from Captain Charles Stewart of tile 
United States' navy, explicitly says :-" Besidet:;, 
a 76)' (a ship then proposed to be so rated) " is 
built of heavier timber, is intrinsicaHy umcb 
stronger, than a frigate in all her works; <1nd 
can sustain battering much longer, and with less 
injury. A shot which would sink a frigai:e, 
might be received by a 76 with but little injm·:. 
It might pass between wind and water thl'Ollgb a 
frigate, when it n:ould stick in the {rcHde d> 
a 76."-(N. ehron. vol. xxix. p.465.) 

This argument requires some explanation. If 
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the accounts of the Ameticans are to be cre
dited, "ve have no ship in the British navy, not 
even the Caledonia and hel' class, "built of hea
vier timber" than the American 76s, or 74s, as 
they are now rated. Conseq uendy, one of the 
latter may have been " built of heavier timber, 
and be intrinsically much stronger ill all her 
works," than an American frigate; as is notori
ously the case between a British 74 and a British 
frigate. The possession of the President, how
eyer, has decidedly proved, that the difference, 
if any, in the size of scantling, between a British 
74 and an American frigate, is in favor of the 
latter. Yet, in answer to a charge in the British 
journals, that the large American frigates were 
748 in disguise, Mr. Clark declaims a great deal 
about a British 74-gun ship's superiority in 
" compactness and strength of sides." 

Between two British ships of war, the tonnage 
bears somepl'opol'tion to the thickness of sides: 
and so it may between two. American ships of 
war; but, between a British, and an American, 
ship of war, that rule generally fails. The fol
lowing table, the several items of which are 

,the result of actual measurement, wlUsuffici
ently illustrate this: 
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Thickness (If topsides, includ~ng 
outsiele plank, timber, lind m-

Built. Present Name,. TOllS. sid" plank, at 
rales. 

mid-ship main- foremost quart.· 
de£k port-sill. deck port-sill. ------------------ ----

Ft. in. Ft. in. 
1797 54 President,-Am. 1533 1 8 1 [) 

1809 

~ 
~ San Domingo, ') . 1819 ~ 74 1 7 1 1 

1816 Hero, ..... _ 1-= 1741 

>'= 
5 1 O~ ~ 60 

Leander ••••• j ~ 1571 1 
1813 

46 Earolas, .... J 1084 1 3 - 11 

The San Domingo was Admiral Warren's flag. 
ship on the American station; and the Hero, 
recently built at Deptford, is esteemed one of 
the finest second-c1ass 74s in the service. The 
Leander was constructed purposely to match the 
President, and her class; and the Eurotas con
fiidered strong enough to carry Con greve's 24. 
pounders upon the main-deck. The latter's 
top-sides will answer for those of British 46-gun 
frigates, in general. 

It would appear, then, that British and Arne .. 
rican builders differ in their ideas as to what 
is the due proportion between the thickness of a 
ship of war's top-sides, and her length, breadth" 
and tonnage. ' Derrick says :-" In the year 
1744 or 1745, a general complaint was made of 
the ships in his majesty's navy, that their scant
lings were 110t so large and strong as they should 
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be.";\< Mr. Sepping's solid plan of building 
rises no higher than the level of the gun-deck. 
It may save the ship from sinking, but it win 
afford no additional shelter to the men at the 
guns.-True, no ship's side can resist a wen
directed 18 or 24-pound shot, fired from a short 
distance; but may not a shot that is nearly spent, 
pass through a side fifteen inches thick, when 
it would lodg~ in a side twenty inches thick? 

Some persons may imagine, that a stout, com
pact side would act as an impediment to sailing; 
a point so essential in a ship of war. On the 
contrary, the American ships are, proverbially, 
swift sailers; and the President, with such un
common topsides, one of the swiftest among 
them. The quality of sailing depends chiefly 
upon the form of a ship's bottom, aided by her 
length. The Americans had, according to Char
nock, discovered this, early in the "val' of 1776;t 
and they have now proved, clearly, that swift
sailing is not incompatible with the strongest 
construction. 

A ship's masts and yards are generally in pro
portion to her size; but the lower-masts of Ame
rican ships, are invariably stouter in proportion 
to their length, than the lower-masts of British 
ships. A comparison of the main-masts of dif~ 
ferent ships will explain this: 

* Derrick's Mem. of the R. Nary, p. 136. 
+ Charnock, LVI. Arch., vol. iii. p. IS. 

c 2 
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I • * 
Main·masts. Br. 64. Am. 44 Gr. 4f~IAm. 36 Br. S\!. ~ Br. 26. ~ 

-----Ft. in. ~ Ft. in. I Ft. in, Ft. ill. Ft. in. Ft. in. Ft. in. 

Length, ----11000 101 6 920 /9S 4 75 0 750 660 620 

Diameter .... 1 2 9~ 2 11 2 3&1 2 6 Ii 0 2 lt 1 7;t 1 10k 

, 
It is easy to conceive, that the smaller the 

mast, the less will be the difficulty of destI'oying 
it by shot; but there are few persons who can 
form an adequate idea of the state of a ship, 
with her masts all gone; engaged with another, 
'whose masts are aU standing. 

The masts, in their fall, crush men, and dis. 
able guns. If the wreck hangs over the side 
eng'aged, resistance is suspended; or, if a few 
gUllS can still be used, the flash fwm them sets 
the wreck in flames, and adds to the confusion. 
Having no locomotive power, no sail to counter
act the motion of the sea, the ship becomes an 
ungovernable hulk, reeling from side to side, 
and dipping hel' guns at every roll. These, or 
a part of them, she may discharge at the enemy; 
but, under such circumstances, how many shot 
will take effect? The other ship, benefiting by 
the pressure of the wind upon her sai1s, rides 
steady amidst the waves; and advances, turns, 
and retreats, at pleasure. Her guns, she fires 
with precision; and either sinks her opponent, 
or compels her to surrender. 

* Present ratei. 
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It remains to saya few words on the difference 
observable between British and American ton
nage. According to an official papt)r laid be
fore the American government,' the President 
measured 1444 tons, -fractions not given;>},'< 
w}wreas she measures, by our' method, 1533-

ifths of a ton. 
The President's" keel (or tonnage," as it ap

pears in an American publication, is 145 feet; 
we make it 146 feet, 7i inches.--In both cases, 
it is a mere calculation, intended to allow for 
the rake or inclination of the ship's stem, and 

J·,stern.' 
In casting the tonnage, the first multiplicator 

of the Americans, is the breadth across the 
,frame, or moulded breadth; (by them usualIy 
called " bl'eadth of beam ;") of the B:ritish, the 
same, encreased by the thickness of the plank 
at 'the ship's bottom, or the extreme breadth. 
TIle. second multiplicator of each, is the respec
tive. half-breadths. The American divi~ol' i5 
95; the British 94. Thus: 

Ft. in. Ft. in. Ft. in. Ton" 

Am. method. 145 0 X 43 6=630BX 21 9=1371999';' 5=1444 &:ths, 

l3rit. ditto .. 146 7iX 44 4=6502X 22 ~=1430447 9,1=1533 Whs. 

The_ President's " moulded breadth," as here 
stated, is as the Americans have made it; but, 
by actual measurement, it is two inches more. 
It is very common for ships, by falling out at the 

* Nav. Chron. vol. xxix. p.458. 
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sides, to exceed, by a trifle, the builder's esti .. 
mate. 

This difference in tomiage, from not being ge .. 
nerally known, occasions mistakes, in pronounc. 
ing UpOH the relative size of British and Ameri. 
ccan vessels; and, in discussions of that nature, 
is, evidently, an advantage to the latter. All 
ships, therefore, American as well as British, 
whose tonnage may appear in the present work, 
will have been measured according to the 
British method. 

The application of the size in tons, as part df 
a ship's force, cannot be reasonably objected to 
by the Americans; because, as has appeared al. 
ready, British ships of greater tonnage than the 
American 4 lls, are exceeded by them, in thick. 
ness of topsides; and equ2tIled, at least, in 
stoutness of spars. 

To convey a better idea of a ship's size, than 
the tonnage alone may afford, the length on· 
deck, and extreme breadth, .of most, if not aU, 
of the ships engaged, will be given; and, as the 
masts are such important auxiliaries in action, 
and the squareness of the yards may contribute 
to shew the size of the ship, the length and dia
meter of the main-mast and main-yard,will 
also, when obtainable, be added. 

Having endeavoured to explain the nature of 
a ship's armament; as well as to point out, that 
an accurate statement of a ship's force, ought to 
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e.omprise, her broadside metal in pounds, both ill 
long guns an.d carronades; her complemeni (if me~~ 
and boys; alld hel' si.ze in tons-a clear Yiew of 
the subject demands a few observ~tions, upon the 
popular notion about the rate, the class or I<nm, 
and the mode or rig, of armed vessels in general. 

Previous to the invention of carronac1es, a ship 
.of war was designated, or rated, according to the 
number of gllHs she actually mounted. At first, 
carronade~, by two or fonr at a time, were intro
duced 9n board the frigates apd higher ~lasses: 
to receive which carronailes, additional ports 
were cut thrQugh the sides of the quarter-deck; 
the ports for long guns not answering for carro
nades, without considerable alteratien. These 
carronades· became, then, an addition to the 
ship's armament, not expressed or understood by 
her mte. As new ships were added to the navy, 
carronade-ports were constructed by the builder, 
upon the forecastle, and all along the quarter,.. 
deck; except where the interference of the main
rigging required a long gun. Thus, a ship was 
·made to mount as many as eight or ten ~pieces of 
cannon,more than were expressed as her actual 
armament. 
~{This addition to a ship's rated armament 

might be illustrated by the re-equiprnent of 
most of his majesty's ships, built earlier than the 
year 1790. There was, however, in existence 

until very lately, a ship built as long ago ~s 
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1757; which may best serve to establish the 
point. The Southampton frigate, inevel'Y list 
of the British navy from 1757 to 1792, is stated 
to have carried the following g'uns: twenty six 
12-poundel's upon the main-deck; fOllr6-pound;. 
ers upon the quarter-deck; an~ two 6-pounders 
upon the forecastle; total 32 guns: precisely 
what she rated, in every list up to that announc
ing her loss, by shipwreck, in November 1812, 
But, at that period,' the Southampton mounted, 
:upon the quarter-deck and forecastle, ten car
ronades, 24-pounders, a 12-pound boat-carro\. 
nade, and fourlong 68; making, with her twenty 
-six long 12s upon the l1.1ain-deck, 41, instead of 
32 guns, the number she rated, 

The first British-built frig'ate, of "38 guns," 
was, actording to Charnock's lists, the Minerva, 
of 940 tons, built in 1780; and, up to the year 
1792, the establishment of guns for that class 
was,-twenty eight IS-pounders upon the main
deck; eight 9-pounders upon the quarter-deck; 
and two12-pounders upon the forecastle; total, 
38 guns. At present; the-frigates of this dass, 
encreased in size to 1080 tons, mount UpOll the. 
quarter-deck and forecastle, fourteen carro
nades, 3:J-pounders, and two long' 9s; making, 
\,,-ith theil' main-deck battery, and boat-gun, 
47~ instead of 38 guns, the rated nnmbel', 

Previous to the Prince Regent's order in coun
cil, recently promulgated) it would have puzzled 
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any On.e out of the naval department, to enume
rate the guns of a ship, from seeing her rate in the 
list. By people in general, the rate and actual 
armament, were considered as synonimous terms; 
and, therefore, in proportion as the two terms 
differed; was the deception upon the public~ 
'Ve read in Steel :-" La Traave, 44, taken by 
the Andromache, 3S." The same list designates 
the former, as aBritish ship, thus: "Traave, 36." 

:And what did the Andromache mount ?-Ac~ 
cording to the present admiralty-lists, 46 guns. 
We read, also, of the capture of "La Re
'llommee, 44;" but, when that ship, with anal. 
tered name, a:ud three more guns placed UpOll 

her, is captured from us, Mr. Steel calls her 
" Java, 3S." The very same list contains the 
following statement: " La Furieuse, 50, taken 
July 6, by the Bonne Citoyenne, 18;" when a 
.reference to Captain Mounsey's official letter"" 
would have shewn the~ editor, that La Furieuse~ 
although manned with a frigate's complement, 
and pierced for 48, mounted only 20 guns. 
The thing, in all its parts, was gallant enough, 
without the aid of exaggeration. 

It was'not the least inconvenience attending 
the ra-ting system, that it had a partial applica
tion, even in our own se.-vice. For instance, one 
of Steers " IS-gun" sloops, if a brig, or a COl'~ 

* Nav. ehron. vol. xxii. p. 346. 
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vette-ship, ~ounted (without reckoning the 
boat-carronade) no more guns than her rate ex
,pressed; hut, jf. a deep-waisted ship, 26 o,r 28 

guns. 
To what may we, in a g'reat measure, impute 

the national surprise at the capture of a British 
frigate of " 49 guns/' byan Am~rican one of "44 
guns," but the delusion created by the repeated 
victories of a ~ritish frigate of "38 guns" over 
,a French frigate of " 44 guns" ?-Was the pub
.lic to know, th:;:;,t the first British frigate wa;s 
,st~ted at the. ;guns she mounted, the second at 
,the guns, she }.'al ed; and that the reverse of this 
occurred in the case of the AUlerican, and the 
French frigate; thus: British friga,1:e, 49 guns, 
American frigate, 44 (instead of 06) guns; Bri. 
tish frigate, 38 (instead of 46) guns,French 
frigate, 44 guns? 

Foreignersb with almost pardonable acrimony, 
will often speak of this habit ,of contrastipg the 
rate of our S11ips with the mounting of theirs; 
and how can an Englishman reply? ''''ltb wbat 
face can we blame th,e An(led C:;I.os , for having 
acted in the senne marmel' towards us ? 

Jt itS due h:~ the galla.ntry .of British seamen, 
and to the honorable character of British offi
cers, to state, that most of the French ships of 
" 44 "" l d f: . guns VteRe Jlarger, an 31" more numerously 
manned, than the "38 gun frigates" that cap
tured thCln; and, partly on account of the dif~ 
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terence between French and English measures, 
usually mounted heavier metal; upon the main
deck, especially. Were an officer, in his public 
letter, to state how many guns his own ship 
mounted, it would be informing the lords of the 
admiralty, of what they are already supposed to 
know. He has only to describe the force of the 
enemy's ship; being well aware that a reference 
to the navy-office books, will procure, for any 
one who may desire to publish an account of the 
action, the true force of his ship. No!' does a 
British officer, if properly applied to, ever re
fuse to give the fullest information on the sub- . 
jett. It is the editors and publishers of such 
accounts, and not the British officers, who de
serve censure for imposing upon the public . 

. The variation between the rate, 311d mount
ing, of the ships of the British navy, was, as we 
have seen, a gl'adualprocess; attributable rather 
to accident than design. . 'Vas that the case with 
the ships in the American navy? 

An act of congress, dated the 27th of March, 
1794, authorised the building of " four ships of 
44 guns, and two of 36 guns;" and, in 1813, 

the following appeared in a Philadelphia news
paper: 
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:E.:rtract from a Report of the "secretary ~t war, 
April 1st, ,1798. 

" It ~ppears that the fi·rst estimate rend~red to 
congress, was for frigates of the ·conmlon size and 
dimensions, rated at 36, a~J.d 44 guns; and that 
the first appropriations for the armament, were 
founded upon this esJimate. It also appears 
that, when their size and dimensions came to be 
more maturely c~nsidered, due reference being 
had to the ships they might have i to contend 
with, it was deemeQ I>roper, so to, aile?' thei?' di
'lnensions, without changingthei1' mtes, as to ex
,tend their sphere of utility as much as'po_ssible .. 

H It was expected, from this alteration, that 
they would possess, in an erui.lent .degree, the 
advantage of sailing; that, separately, they would 
be superior to any single European frigate of the 
usual dimensions; that, if assailed by numbers, they 
would be always able to. lead a-head; that they 
could never be obliged to go into action but on 
their own terms, except in a calm; and that, in 
heavy weather, they would be capable of engag-

,ing double.deck ships. "-
" These are the principal advantages contem

plated from the change made in thei~ dimen
sions. Should they be realized, they will m~re 
than compensate for having materially sweUed 
the body of expenditures." 

Here is an official document, pointing out the 
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" advantages" of sending forth ships, of greater 
size and force than their rate implies; evidently~ 
to operate "as a ~h{mt or delusion upon the rest 
of the world. There was no "European frigate 
of the usual dimensions," but was known to be 
a third smaller, and a third weaker, than an 
American frigate" of 44 guns." But \vhyto rate 
" of 44 guns" ? Because the largest " European 
frigates" then mounted that number; conse
quently, a frigate "of 44 guns" was apparently 
equal to a frigate" of 44 guns." The diffe
rence between the rate and mounting was sup
posed to be a secret; the above" Report 0/ the 
$ecretary at war" not being suffered to see thfil 
light, till of late years, when some of the " ad
vantages}' of the deception, had become, indeed, 
H realized" ! 

Happily, it was reserved for Britain to pluck 
the veil of deception from the rating system. 
Her gallant tars require not the aid of fiction, t~ 
give a colour to their claims.' The order in 
council expresses, i' that all the vessels in the 
navy shall in future be distinguished by the 
number of guns and carronades they actually 
mount, and not according to the erroneous de
nominations which had long since grown into 

::; use."-America, sm"ely, will not now have the 
"; face to continue her rating system. In verifica

tion of the old proverb, she will find it hel" in-
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terest to be honest; but it will not be forgotten
who set her the example. 

The rate, as we have seen, is an arbitrary dis. 
tinction, liable to continual fluctuation. There 
is, between ships of war, anot.her distinction, 
general and permanent. Thus we have, the 
three-decker, or ship with three whole battery .. 
decks; the two-decker, or ship with two whole 
battery.;decks; the one-decker, or frigate, and 
its variety, the corvette or cutter, with one whole 
battery -deck . 

. The corvette has simply one deck or battery, 
with sometimes two small spaces elevated from 
four to six feet above the level of the deck; one 
situate aft, called the poop or round-house, the 
other forwal'd, called the top-gallant-forecastle. 
Upon one or both of these short decks, two or 
three small guns are sometimes. employed in 
action; but, there being no ramparts to protect 
the men, the station is always a dangerous one, 
especially within the range of musketry. 

The top-gallant-forecastle, extended aft from 
the stem to the belfry, (a little abaft the fore .. 
mast,) and the poop or round-house, from the 
stern to nearly the centre of the ship, become 
the forecastle and quarter .. deck. These are 
joined by a narrow platform, or range of planks, 
laid horizontally along the upper part of the 
ship's side, called the gangway; a vacancy being 
left in the middle, which opens to the upper Of-
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main-deck, and forms the waist. Ships of this 
construction are called deep-waisted; and, if 
armed for war, and with but one whole deck, 
frigates. 

Vessels not deep-waisted, whether corvettes, 
or such as have two whole decks reaching from 
the stem to the stern, with or without a 'poop 
and ,top-gallant-forecastle, have also a quarter
deck and forecastJe, of the same extent as if 
separated in the middle by the waist. But a 
ship of war's upper':deck, when of this fabric, 
is usually called, the spar-deck. Of this des
cription, are the upper-decks of the Majestic, 
and Saturn, razees; of the 'Leander, Newcastle,' 
and new Java; and of the. President" and the 
lmoge American frigates of hel" class. N one of' 
these vessels are therefore deep-waisted, or fri~ 
gate-built ships; although courtesy has gained 
for them the appellation of frigates. 

The frigate-class formerly descended very low. 
It was only in the year 1760, that deep-waisted 
ships, rating 18 guns and under, began to be 
classed as sloops; and not until very lately, that' 
ships rating 24 guns, were removed to the same 
station. Yet neither the French nol' the Spaniards

l 

admit any intermediate class between a frigate .. 
built ship, however small, and a sing'Ie-decked 
flush-ship; both calling the one a frigate, and 
the other a corvette. The Americans caned the 
C),ane, rating 24 guns, a frigate; and most; of our: 
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frigate-built 18 or 20-g11n sloops, of the old rate,; 
if they happened to fire a few shot at an Ame
rican privateer, were similarly designated. 

The quarter-deck and forecastle, with the 
deep-waist, are common to both regular two, and 
three-decked ships; and all the latter, and most 
of the former, have also a poop or l"Olllld-house; 
but which, unlike that upon corvettes, is con
structed with ramparts and ports, similar totbe 
quarter-deck. 

-Without enquiring which ship's deck is the 
longer of the two, or has placed upon it the 
greater number and weight of guns, the world 
calls for proof, that ships of one denomination 
are not of equal force. Upon the same principle, 
persons imagine, that the ship of three decks, or 
batteries, must necessarily be superior in force 
to the ship of two; and so, in succession, down 
to the corvette. 

Whether, on the contrary, a disparity, in some 
cases four-fold, may not exist between ships of 
war, having the same number of decks, a few 
examples will shew. 

The class of three-deckers is limited, but even 
they are not equal in force. A comparison be
tween ships of this class is not necessary. 

For one of the two-deckers, let us take-. the 
Malta, with the force she mounted in 1812. To 
heighten the contrast, a two-decked" 44" miO'ht 

b 

be produced; but, as that useless class is now 
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dismissed the service, the two-decked 50, or pre
sent 58, gun ship (not much better) will be op
posed to the Malta. 

Malta. Old 50-guo ship. 

{ 
'2 carron. 68-podrs.1, 

Lower-deck - - -. 30 loog 32 __ j Cl2100g 24 pndrs. 

Upper.deck • _ _ _ 32 -- 21 -- 22 - 12 --

r20 Govers.L. 24 -- 6 -- 9--

Quarter-deck and 2 carr. 68 - 8 carro 24--

forecastle ___ .-<ll-- 21-- 1--18--

1-- 18--
Poop ••• _. __ • __ 6-- 24--

Total. __ • 94 guns. 59 guns. 

Comparative force of two TWO-DECKERS: 

Malta. Old 50-gull ship. 
D' - {I. guns 1152 .uroadslde-meiallD pounds 

carr. 178 

Complemel}tof men and boys ___ •• _ 

Size in tons _ •••.•••••••.••• _ • _ • 

--1330 

689 

2255 

427 

114 
-- 541 

3-1;1 

1044 

That a contest between two such ships, is not 
merely an ideal case, was proved on the 18th of 
August, 1798, when a British 50, the old Lean
der, under the command of the present Vice
admiral Sir Thomas Boulden Thompson, Bart. 
engaged, at close action, for six hours and ,a 
half, Ie Genereux, a ship very little inferiOl' in 
weight of metal, and actually superior in num
ber of men, to the Malta. 

For the one-decked, or frigate-class, a ship as 
much a frigate as the new Leander, Newcastle, 
and new Java, will be produced. The Majestic, 

D 
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it is true, had been a 74; and the Anson and Inde
fatio'able 64s' vet they all dassed as frigates. If 

b , '.r • 
the Majestic had not been intended to represent 
a frigate, why was her construction altered? The 
Americans caned the Cyane, when they captured 
her, a frigate; a~nd the same class of ship is often 
similarly designated by us. Most of these ships 
fonncdy mounted long guns upon the main
deck. One of the latter will be preferred; as 
the ship to' which sheisto beopposed, mounted on 
that deck long guns also. The Majestic, and the 
old 24.gun ship, respectively mounted as follows: 

Majestic. Old 24.gun ship. 
Main-deck .••• 28 long 32 pndrs. 22 long 9 pndrs. 

Quarter.deck and { 1 --brass 12 -- 2 _ 9--

forecastle •••• 28 carr. 42 --"- 8 carr. 18 -_ 

1-- 18-- 1--12--
Total._ •• tl8 gUlls. :13 guns. 

Comparative force of two FRIGA,.TES: 

Majestic. Old 24.gun sh. 

B d 'd ' { I. guns 460 108 roa SI e-metal In pOllnds 
can, 606 84 

--1066 --192 
Complemcnt of men and boys. _ _ _ 500 -175 
Size in tOilS _. - _ •• __ • _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1642 --538 

Formidable as is the Majestic's, for a frig'ate's, 
hroadside, someofthenew American" 44s" mount 
two 32.pmwders upon their main-decks, more 
~han ~he does. There would be some propriety 
m ratmg' such ships, as the Majestic was rated, 

t "~8 "b" au, guns; nt, IS It not a burlesque upon 
the ratmg-system to rate them at " 44 guns"? 
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The American Commodore Macdonough, ab
solutely called 1\"0 British armed sloops of no, 
and 102 tons "sloops of war." (See App. No. 91.) 
Without contrasting' vessels of the sloop-of-war 
class, it will be sufficient to shew the dimensions 
of an American corvette, as well as what anna
men! she was calculated to carry. The late 
Andromeda in our service, (now sold out,) was 
formerly the American ship Hannibal. Her di~ 
mensions were these: 

Ft. In. 
Length on deck from rabbit to rabbit. _. _,129 7 } T 

3 ons 812 Breadth extreme ••• _. _ •••• _ •.••••• _~ 37 58 

The Andromeda's masts and yards were those 
of a 42-gun frigate. She was pierced for 28 
guns; and, although she carried 32-pound car·· 
ronades, might have been armed with twenty 
four 42s, and two long I8-pounders. She would 
then have thrown as heavy a 'broadside as a 
British 46-gun frigate, of the new rate. The 
Americans, during the late war, employed two 
corvettes, about the size of the Andromeda; one 
named the Adams; the other, the John Adams. 
They were both reduced ti'om frigates; and the 
latter, itis believed, carried 42-pound carronades. 

It has already been shewn, how totally inade
quate the number of decks, as well as the rate, 
of a ship is, to determine her force and size. 
Difference in the mode of rigging vessels, con
stitutes a third distinction; and is one that, as 

DZ 
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~'espects size particularly, may also lead to very 

erroneous conclusions. 
1\[ost people ilnagine, that a ship must be 

j~J'o'el' than a oritZ· and a bri2' than a schooner. e- u' u ' 

The American brigs Jones and Jefferson, on Lake 
Ontario, are each ;330 tons; and the l\1ammoth, 
privateer-schooner, was 406 (376 Am.) tons. 
His majesty's ship-packets are ISO tons; the 
?rig of war Bunter, on Lake Erie, was 74 tons; 
and the schooner Chippeway, at the same place, 
32 tons. 

In action, a three-masted, has certainly a'1 
advantage over a two-masted vessel. If a brig"s 
main-gatTis shot away, or her boom-main-sail 
Mhel'wise rendered useless, she directly falls off 
from the wind, and exposes herself to a raking 
fire: whereas, if a similar accident befals a 

ship's spanker, the mizen-top-sail, or mizen
s~ay-:s<:lil, keeps het' broadside to the enemy. In 
the engagements between ollr brig-sloops and 
the American ship-sloops, presently to be de
tailed, the truth of this will be manifest. 

If, then, the reader wishes to understal1d 
thol'Oughly the merits of the several disputed 
cases, the e1ucidation of which is the sole object 
of the present WOI'k, he must not be biassed by 
ship's rates, number of decks, or other such 
equi rocal distinctions, but must give his who~e 
attention to each ship's broadside-weight of me
tal, complement of men and boys, and size in tons. 
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CHAPTER H. 

TVar<?1 I 776-·H. lJf. 8. Glasgolf.' and an American 
squadron-Nimrod and an American armed 
ship-Bem.;cr and Oliver Cromwell-Yarmouth 
and Randolph-Cruel treatment of British pri:.. 
soners of war-Ariadne and Ceres with the Ra
leigh and Alfred-Levant and General Hancock 
-Diligent and Provide71ce-8erapis and Scarbo:' 
rough with squadron under Paul Jones-Savage 
and Con,gTess-South Carolina AmericanJrigaie 
-Anecdote of Captain ]Jl[anly-Atalante and 
Trcpassy with the Alliance-Sybil and Alliance 
-Gross amount of British and An-let'lcan cap
tures. 

THE early pages of Mr. Clark's work, are de
yoted to the naval operations of the " revolu

tionary war." Almost every action in which a 
British armed ship was a party, is detailed with 
:,;ome circumstances to her disadvantage. As far 
as'respecfs private-armed ships, it is hardly pos

sible, at this day, to wme at the truth; but, the 
proceedings of our public-armed ships being 
on record, from the earliest periods, the de. 
tails of actions in which they ha,'e been con
cerned, will not be so difficult to procure. 
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At page 26 of his first volume, Mr. Clark in
forms us that an American fleet, consisting of, , 
" the Alfred, of 30 guns and 300 men; Colum
bus, of 28 guns and 300 men; Andrew Doria, of 
16 guns and 200 men; Sebastian Cabot, of 14 
guns and)WO men; and Providence, of 12 guns 
and 150 men," on their return from a successful 
expedition against the island of New Provi
dence, fell in with H. M. S. Glasgow, of 20 

guns, Captain Tyringham Hmve, in company 
with a tender.-" The Cabot," says Mr. Clark, 
" being foremost of the squadron, bore down 
upon h~l'. After exchanging broadsides, the 
Cabot was so much damaged in her hull and 
}'igging, by the superior weight of the enemy's 
metal, as to be obliged to abandon the contest, 
and refit. The Alfred came next alongside, and 
continued a close engagement for an hour and a 
half. During the action, the Alfred had her 
tiller. and main-braces shot away. At day
break, the Glasgow, making all the sail she 
could crowd, stood in for Newport. The Cabot 
had four men killed, and seven wounded; the. 
Alfred six killed, and six wounded; the Colum
hus one wounded. After this engagement the 
American ·fleet got safe into port. The escape 
of the Glasgow excited much displeasure against 
the commodore/' 

Captain Schomberg'*' states this affair to have 

'* Schomberg's Nav. Chronol. vol. i. p. 427. 
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happened on the 6th of April 1776; and that, 
so far from the Glasgow effecting her escape, 

she compelled this mighty squadron of American 
ships to "sheer off." She was much crippled 
in her masts and rigging; and had one man 
kiHed, and three wounded. 

The Glasgow was 451 tons, and carried twenty 
long 9-pounders. The tender does not appear 
to have been armed. The Alfred and Columbus 
must have had either 9 or 12-pounders: the other 
three American vessels, 6-pounders.-What 
means Mr. Clark, then, by" the superior weight 
of the enemy's metal') ?-A candid writer would 
have said-" the extraordinary precision of the 
enemy's fire." . Some idea of ,,,hat the Glasgow 
had to contend with, will appear by the num
bers on each side: British force, 20 guns, 150 

men; American force, 100 guns, 1150 men. 
At page 39 of the same volume, Mr. Clark 

saJs-" In the month of September (1776) Cap
tain Baird, commander of a Massachusett's 
armed. ship, engaged the Nimrod, a British sloop 
of war, of 18 guns. After a severe action, the 
Nimrod struck her colours ;"-and refers, for his 
authority, to two American InisceHanies, the 
Remembrancer, and Pennsyl vania Packet. 

Passing' over the circumstance of the armed 
ship's force being left to inference, itis sufficient 
to state, that neither this "severe action," nor 
the Nimrod's capture, can be found in Schom~ 
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berg;-:a work Mr. Clark admits of authority, 
by referring to it so often. But, in the navy~ 
list for 1777 , (the year succeeding the alleged 
capture,) the Nimrod's name appears, for the 
:first time' and she is there stated to mount 14, , 
instead of 18 guns. 

At p. 51, we read,-" On the 11th of May 
(1777) the British sloop of war Beaver, of 14 
guns and 125 men, feU in with an American 
privateer of superior force. After a smart action 
of three quarters of an hour, the privateer struck 
to· the English vesse1."-" Schomberg's :;'laval 

Chronology, vol. i. p.436."--The passag'e quoted 
runs thus: " On the 18th of May, the Beaver 
sloop of war, of 14 guns .and 125 men, com ... 
manded by Captain Jones"being on a cruize off 
St. Lucia, fell in with, and after a smart action 
of three quarters of an hour, captured the Oli- . 
ver Ct'omwelJ, Americal, privateer, of 24 guns, 
]0 swivels, and 10 coho1'ns, and 150 men, com
manded by Captain Harman; 20 of whom 'were 
killed, and as many wounded. The Beaver had 
three men wounded. She was taken into the 
service, and named the Beaver's prize." 

At p. 78, Mr. Clark recounts the blowing up 
of the American 3~-gun frigate, the Randolph, . 
while engaging the Yarmouth 64, at night; 
having mistaken her for a "larg'e sloop ""ith 
only a square-sail set."-" The British ship," 
says the account, "was the Yaxnwuth of 6t 
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gUllS, commanded by Captain Vincent. She was_ 
very much disabled by the action. Her sails 
were all torn to pieces in a most surprising' man
ner. She had five men killed, and twehewounded. 
AU the other vessels escaped from the Yarmouth; 
which continued _a chase of several days after 
them."-For this, Schomberg is not cited, but an 
Amc:;rican misce]]any of note, the" Porte-folio." 

Captain Schomberg relates the same disastrous 
eyent thus:-H On the 7th of March, Captain 
Vincent, in the Yarmouth, of 64 guns, being on, 
a cr~lize off the island of Antigua, about five 
o'clock in the evening, discm'ered and chased 
six sail. At nine, Captain Vincent came up with 
the la"gest, which, upon being hailed, hoisted 
American colours, and fired her broadside into 
the Yarmouth: she continued to engage for 
about twenty minutes, when on a sudden she 
blew up. Being very near to the Yarmouth, a 
great part of the wreck fen on board her, which 
cnt her rigging and sails to pieces, killed five 
men, and wounded twelve others. On the 12th, 
Captain Vincent being in chase, saw a large 
piece of a wreck with fommen on it; upon which 
he g'ave up the chase, and bore down to pick 
them up. They proved to be the only remain
ing par,t of the unfortunate crew of the ship 
which had blown up, while engaging the Yar
mouth. These poor wretches had subsisted on 
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nothing but min-water, which they had caught 
in a piece of an old blanket. Captain Vincent 
learnt from them, that the ship was the Ran
dolph, American privateer, of 36 guns, and 305 

men." 
The American account, in the very next para

graph to that stating the Yarmouth's loss in sails 
and men, " by tlte action," says-" There were 
315 persons on board the Randolph. When she 
blew up, it was fortunate for the Yarmouth that 
she was to-windward of her. N otwithstallding, 
she was covered with parts of the wreck. A 
large piece of timber, six feet long, fell on the 
poop. Another large piece struck her fore-top
gallant-sail." But, strange to say, not a word 
is there of a single man on the Yarmouth's decks 
having been hurt by this shower of spars, "six 
feet long." 

To commemorate the "glorious event," a 
splendid oil-painting is still exhibited~ shewing 
the Yarmouth, in size a three-decker, engaging 
the Rand01ph. The latter's consorts, (although 
one of them, the Monltrie of 20 guns, is admit
ted to have been closely engaged,) .may be seen 
far off in the back-ground; the sails of the 64 
are pierced with shot-holes; a top-gallant-yard 
is breaking in two; and a top-gallant-mast fall
ing upon the deck. In short, the Yarmouth ap
pears to have, by far, the worst of the action. 
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So much for representing that as having pre
ceded, which actually followed, and was the 
consequence of, the Randolph's destruction. 

According to a paragraph respecting the fit
ting out of this Randolph, it would appeal' that 
" British sailors" were among the sufferers on this 
melancholy occasion. Mr. Clark says :-" The 
difficulty of procuring American seamen, when 
the frigate was fitting out, obliged Captain 
Biddle to comply with the request of a number 
of British sailors, then prisoners, to be allowed 
to enter on board his vessel. While bearing 
away for Charleston, the English sailors, in con
junction with others of the crew, formed the de
sign of taking the ship. When prepared, three 
cheers were given by thern on the gun~deck. 
But, by the firm and determined conduct of the 
captain and his officers, the ringleaders were 
seized and punished. The rest submitted with
out opposition." 

This brings to recollection, a circumstance 
related by an American loyalist, who is now a 
commissioned officer in his majesty's land~ser
vice. He stated, that he was confined, as a pri
soner of war, in the jail of Philadelphia, during 
the first American war; and there frequently 
witnessed the taking by force of British pri
soners to. man the U. States' vessels, then lying 
in the Delaware. That, on one occasion, thirty 
or forty sailors, selected as the most dfective~ 
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wel'e drago-ed forth, and that on their comrades o ' , 
within-side joining in their loud execrations 
against the authors of such Cl~u.elty, the ;;oldiers 

appointed to g'uard the men, in their march to 
the ships, fired into the prison-windows! . 

The fact of the "Bri tish sailors" on board 
the Randolph tl'ying to regain their libe}'t)', 
proves, pretty c1early, that, instead of their hav
ing "request.ed to enter," the American com
mander and his officers had, like the autho
J'ities on shore, employed coercive means, 

At p. 85, vol. I. of the" Naval History," we 
]'ead that,-" on the 9th of March (1778) the 
Alfred of 20 guns, "vas captured by the British 
vessels, Ariadne of 20 guns, arid Ceres. of 14." 
-" Schom.belg's Naval Chronology, vol. i, p. 
451."-Upon consulting the authorit}T, t he pas
sage is fonnd to run thus :-" On the 9th of 
March, the Ariadne of 20 guns, and the Ceres 
sloop of war, of 14 guns, commanded hy Cap~ 
1ains Pringle and Dacres, being on a cruize off 
Barbadoes, chased 1\.1'0 American frigates .. At 
noon they came up with one of them, which 
struck, after a short resistanee, She proved to 

be tbe Alfred, of 20 guns, and 180 men .. Her 
consort was the Raleigh, of 32 guns, which 
escaped." 

The ship that escaped was afterwards captured 

by the Experiment, of .so gUilS, and Unicorn, of 
20 guns; and taken into the service as a 32-gun 
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ft·igate. No wonder Mr. Clark prefelTed being 
guilty of a false quotation, to disgracing' his 
pages l with the fact of the Raleigh baving de~ 
,serted her consort, when chased by two British 
ships; the larg'cst of which was harely equal in 
force to the smallest of the American ships. 

'Ve next read (p. 87) of "the Levant, an 
English frigate, of 32 guns, commanded by Cap
tain John Martin," being, on the 19th of Sep
tember 1778, b]ovm up in action with "the 

private-armed ship General Hancock, of Bos
ton." The latter's force not mentioned. This 
loss does not appear in Schomberg. On the con
trary, in his lists of the British navy, for 1777, 
1778, and 1779, may be seen-H Levant, 28 guns, 
Captain Hon. G. IVlunay;" but the name u; John 
Martin') no wbere appears among the post-cap
tains,' or cornmanders, in his majesty's navy. 
One of the last paragraphs in the American ar
ticle, states, that the boats\vaill and seventeen 
men '>"ere saved; and that the crew " consisted 
of ninety seven seamen, exclusive of landsmen 
and boys. ')-The ship, therefore, was probably 
a British letter of marque; but evidently not, as 
alleg'ed by Mr. Clark, " an English frigate of 
32 guns.)) 

At p. 96 is the following:-" In the month of 
May (1779) as the U. States' sloop of war Provi
dence, of 10 guns, Captain Hoisted Hacker, was 

cruizing. off Sandy Hook, she fell in with the 
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British sloop of war Diligent, of 12 guns. A 
severe action ensued, and lasted an hour and a 
half when the British vessel struck to the Ame-, 
ncan. The Providence had foul' men killed, 

and ten wounded." 
According to Schomberg's and Charnock's lists, 

the Diligent mounted 10 guns, 3-pounders, was 
allowed 45 men, and measured 89 tons. Mr. 
Clark, in another part of his book, states the 
force of the Providence at twelve 4-pounders, 
and 90 men; and captured American vessels of 
12 guns, at that time, ",'ere from 198 to 220 tons. 
This, therefore, was no capture of a superior 
British force, as the statement implies. 

At p. 105 is given a highly exaggerated ac
count of the loss of H. M. ships, the Serapis, of 
44, and Scm:borough, of 20 guns. These two 
ships, with 294, and 135 men, were captured, 
according to the official accounts, after a san
guinary action of nearly foul' hours, by that no
torious renegado, Paul Jones, in Le Bon Homme 

Richard, of 40 guns, and 375 men; the Alliance, 
of 36 guns, and 300 men; Ie Panas, of 32 guns, 
and 275 men; and the Vengeance brig, of 12 

guns, and 70 men: altogether, 120 guns, and 
1020 men, opposed to 64 guns, and 420 men. 

l' .... t p. 125 is the following :-" In September, 
the British sloop of war Savage, of 20 guns, and 
about 1.50 men, cl'uized along the southern coast 

of the United States. She had proceeded up the 
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Potowmac, and plundered General Washing
ton's estate. On the 6th of September, she was 
met off Charleston, by the privateer Congress, 
of the smne force ,,,,ith herself. The Congress 
was commanded by Captain Geddes. Major 
M'Lane, a very distinguished partizan-officer of 
the American army, had, with a part of his com
mand, volunteered to serve as marines on board 

\ 

her. As the crew of the Savage were all seamen, 
she had considerably the advantage of the Con
gress, the greater part of whose crew were lands

men. At half past ten, the Congress commenced 
firing her bow-chasers. At eleven, the action 
commenced with musketry; which, after much 
execution, was followed by a severe cannonade on 
both sides. The Savage, at the commencement 
of the engagement, had the advantage. She 
then lay on the Congress' bows, and raked her. 
But the latter succeeded in getting albngside 
the Savage, .and soon disabled her so effectually 
that she could not man<~uvre. An hour after 
the commencement of the action, aU the braces 
and bow-lines of the Savage were shot away. 
Not a rope was left to trim the sails with. Her 
decks were cleared by the musketry of the Ame
ricans. The Congress continued alongside until 
accident obhg;ed her to drop a-stern. The Sae 

vage was then almost a wreck; her sails, rig~ 
gillg', and yards, were so nmch injured, that 

it was with the ubnost difficulty she could 
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change her position time enough to avoid being 
raked. The cannonading soon recommenced, 
with greater vigour than ever. The quarter. 
deck and forecastle of the Savage were, in a 
short time, again nearly cleared; almost every 
man statiuned in these places being either killed 
or wounded. Three g'uns on the main-deck of 
the Savage were rendered useless. The fire 
from the gtH1S of each ship, scorched the men 
opposed to them in the other. The mizen-Imist 
of the Savage was shot away; and g'ot entangled 

in the after-rigging of the Congress. The co
lours of both vessels\vere shot away, when the 

boatswain of the Savage appeared fOl'ward with 
his hat orr, calling fot' q l.Ial'ters. As all the boats 

. of the Congress had been destroyed by shot, it 
was haH an hour before any of her crew could 
board the Savage. She was found to be a com· 
plete wreck. Her decks were covered with blood, 
and killed and wounded men. The victory was, 
in a great measnre, due to the exertion and acti
lityof Mlijor M'Lane and his brave soldiel·s." 

This very circumstantial account, to make it 
complete, wanted only, ",,-hat the Americans are 
general1y unwilling to communicate-the force 
of their own ship. rOl'tunately, that appears in 
Schomberg, yoI. ii. p. f57. He there says,-" On 
the 6th of September, Captain Charles Sterling, 
in the Savage sloop of war, of 14 guns, and 125 

men, being Oll a cruize off Charlestown, fell in 
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with, and was captured, after a fmious and 
bloody conflict, by the Congress privateer, 
mounting 20 12~pounders, and four 6-pounders, 
with a complement of 215 men, commanded by 
Captain Geddes. Captain Sterling did 110t StH'

l'ender the !{!ng's ship, until his mizen-mast ,vas 
shot away, the main-mast in imminent danger 
of falling overboard, sveral of the gilDs rendered 
useless, 8 mliln killed, and 26 wounded. Among 
the former was the mnster, and among the latter 
were Captain Sterling, Lieutenant Shields, and 
3 midshipmen." 

Although the Congress 'was more than doubly 
superior 10 the Savage; (whose 14 guns were only 
(i-pounders;) yet, says the ahove candid histo
rian, "the British sloop of war was captured 
hy an Ameriqm ship of the same force with 
Jterse]{.J' 

At p. 138, is stated the capttlre, in the month 
nf December, 1782, of theAmerican frigate South 
Carolina, of 40 guns. Sdwmberg, the authorcited, 
adds, " twenty-eight of which were 42-pound
ers on the main-deck, and twelve 12-pOil.m.d
ers on the quarter~deck and forecastle, with a 
complement of 450 men, commanded by Cap
tain Joiner. This frigate was built in Holland 
for the Americans: her length of keel was 160 

feet."-It is not then in model'll times only, that 
the Americans have employed frigat~s exceed-

E 
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ing in force and size,; the frigates of any other 

nation. 
To cap the climax of American heroism dul'~ 

ing the "revolutionary war," Mr. Clark, in. the 
same page of his book, gives the following anec· 
dote :-" In the month of September, Captain 
Manly'"", who in the commencement of the war 
commanded the Hancock frig-ate, was appointed 
to the command of the U. States' frigate Hague, 
before called the Deane. Cruizing in the 'Vest 
Indies, he was chased by an ,English 74, and 
grounded on a sand-bank near Guadaloupe. 
Three ships of the line having joined the 74, 
they came to anchor within point-blank shot of 
the Hague. With springs on their cables, they 
opened a most tremendous fire. The American 
frigate supported this cannonade for three. days. 
On the fourth she was got off, when, hoisting 
continental colours at the main-top-gallant. 
mast, she fired 13 guns as a farewell defiance. 
She arrived safe in Boston." The reader will re
cover himself a little when he finds that, for this 
wonderful escape from three days' " tremendous 
cannonade," by four ships of the line, within 
" point-blank shot/' an "AmericanBiographi~ 
cal Dictionary" is Mr. Clark's sole authority. 

The" Naval History" contains, also,the ac-

* An Englishman, born in Torbay. Naval Chron. vol. 
:n:xii. p. 274. 
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counts of the capture of two of our sloops of 
war by the American frigate Alliance, "of 32 

guns," and of that ship's action with a British 
frig'ate of " equal force;" but as these actions 
are more circumstantially given in the " life of 
Commodore Barry," vol. ii. p. 1. of the Ameri. 
can POTtifolio, the latter will be consulted in 
preference. 

The European reader will find it difficult to 
comprehend, how Mr. Barry, admitted to have 
been " born in Ireland," could be "an Ame
rican hel'u;" or how an acknowledged traitor to 
his coontry, could be "the fil'st of patriots and 
best of men." In American language, these 
terms are synonimous; unless, indeed, a native 
of the United States becomes a traitor. In that 
ca~e, the words I'evert to their original mean
ing, ,and no crime is so heinous. 

The Alliance, "of 36 guns," says the com
modore's biographist, "sailed from I..'Orient 
early in 1781, on ,a cruiz.e; and, having taken 
many valuable prizes, on the 29th of Mayan' 
event occurred that deserves notice. On the 
preceding day two sail were discovered on the 
weather-bow standing for the Alliance. The 
strange sails were discovered to be a ship and a 
brig; the British flag was displayed, and having, 
by means of their sweeps, got within hailing 
distance, they respectively hailed, when it ap,. 

E 2 
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peared that the ship was his Britannic majesty's 
ship of war Atalante, Captain Edwards, carry
ing between 20 and 30 guns, and her consort, the 
brig Trepasa, Captain Smith."-Then, the action 
is detailed; and that" at three P. M. they both 
struck their colours." The time at which the 
firing commenced is not stated; but, "about two 
o'clock, the commodore (Barty) was wounded 
in the shoulder by a grape-shot." 

" Soon after the commodore was wounded 
and left the deck, one of his lieutenants went 
to him while in the cockpit, and, representing 
the shattered state of the sails and rigging, the 
number of killed and wounded, and the disad
vantages under which they laboured, from the 
'Want of wind, desired to know if the colours 
should be struck. 'No,' said he, 'and if the 
ship can't be fought without, I will be carried 
on deck.' 'Vhen the lieutenant made known to 
the crew the determination of th€ir brave com
mander, fresh spirit was infused into them, and 
they, one and aU, resolved to stick by him. 

" The Alliance had 11 killed and 21 wounded; 
among the latter, several of her I officers; her 
rigging and spal's much shattered, and severely 
wounded in her hull. The enemy had the sarne 
number killed, and 30 wounded. 'Ve have been 
led into the detail of this victory, as it was con
,w~eredat the time of its achievement, a AlIOst 
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brilliant exploit, and as an unequivocal evi
dence of the unconquerable firmness and intre
pidity of the victor." 

Here, then, the" unconquerable intrepidity" 
of an IrishlTl.an prevented the colours of an 
American ship from being struck. What re
nown, it may be asked, did the Americans gain 
by this? . Suppose, even, the Aluerican lieute
nant and his mel} had, without requiring to be 
.stimulated by their Irish commander, effected 
the conquest, was the capture, or the defenc~, of 
these two s]?OPS the rilOSt "brilliant exploit"? 

Sclwmberg records the event thus :-" On the 
28th of May, the Atalante sloop of war, of 14 
guns, and 125 men, commanded by Captain 
Edwards, and the Trepassey, of 14 guns, and 
80 men, Captain Smith, being on a cruize on 
the hanks of Newfoundland, at noon on th.at 
day, were attacked by the Alliance, American 
frigate, of 40 guus, and 2:50 men. The sloops 
made a most determined and resolute defence; 
at one o'clock, Captain Smith, of the Trepas
sey, was killed. Lieutenant King, on whom the 
command devolved, continued the action with 
great gall£lntry for two hours longer. At this 
time, the Trepassey was a complete wreck, with 
5 men killed, and 10 wounded, and the ship 
ungovernable; he was compelled to strike. Cap
tain Edwards, in the A tal ante, still maintained 
the action with uncommon bravery; but his an .. 
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tagonist having no longer any other to contend. 
with, compelled him also to surrender, with the 
loss of many men, and the ship dreadfully cut 
to pieces. Mr. Samuel Arden, her lieutenant, 

beh,aved with unexampled bravery, having lost 
his right arm in the action; the instant it was 
dressed, he resumed his station upon deck, and 
animated the men to fight gallantly, where he 
continued till the ship struck."* 

Among the frigates captured from the Ameri. 
cans during the war of 1776, were two of 32 
guns each, carrying long ISs and 12s; and 
one, the Bricole, sunk at Charleston in 1780, 
was pierced for 60, and mounted 44 guns, 24 
and 18 pounders. ,The A1liance mounted 40 
guns; consisting, it is believed, of twenty-eight 
long IS-pounders upon the main-deck, and 
twelve long 12-pounders upon the quarter-deck 
and forecastle. The Amel'ican frigate, Confede_ 
racy, of 36 guns, andaOO men, captured in 1801, 
measured 959 tons; which may thel'efore be 
stated as the size of the Alliance. 

The Atalante mounted 16 guns, 6~pounders, 
and measmed 300 tons; the Trepassey 14 guns, 
4-pounders, and measured IS7 tons. The fol .. 
lowing, then, will shew the relative force of the 
two captured sloops and the American frigate; 
and decide which party in this contest was eu., 
titled to honors: 

• Schomb. N. Chronol. vol. ii. p. 50, 
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Atalante and Tn'passey. Alliance. 
Broadsidemmetal in pounds (all long guns) •• 76 396 

Complement of men and boys •••••••• , _ ••• 205 250* 
Size in tons •••••••.•• ____________ • __ •• 487 959 

The next "brilliant exploit" of the same 
American frigate, is noted thus :-" The Alli ... 
ance left L'Orient in February, 1782, from 

'which time she continued cruizing with great 
success, till March of the foHo\-ving year; when, 
shortly after leaving Havannah, whither she had 
been Ol;dered to bring to the United States a 
large quantity of specie, having in company the 
continental ship Luzerne, of 20 guns, Captain 
Green, three frigates were discovered right 
a-head, two leagues distant. The American 
vessels were hove about; the enemy gave chase. 
The Luzerne not sailing so fast as the Alliance, 
the commodore ordered the captain to throw her 
guns overboard. A sail was then discovered on 
her weather-bow, bearing down upon them. 
The Alliance hove out a signal, which .was an .. 
swered: she proved to be a French ship of 50 

guns. Relying upon her assistance, the com
modore concluded to bring- the headmost of 
the enemy's ships to action,. after inspiriting 
his crew by an address, and going from gun to 
gun, cautioning his men against too much haste, 
and not to fire tin ordered, he prepared for ac
tion. The enemy's ship was of equal size with 

"* Short of her propel' complement by 70 men, at least. 
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the Alliance: a severe engagement followed. It 
was very soon pel'ceptiblethat the Alliance was 
gaining the advantage. Most of the ene,my's 
guns were silenced; and after an action of fifty 
minutes, his ship was so severely damaged, that 
she hoisted a signal of distress, when her con
sorts joined her. The loss on board the Alliance 
was very trifling; 3 killed, and 11 wounded. 
The enemy's loss was severe; 37 killed, and 
50 wounded. The other English frigates were 
watching the movements of the French ship; the 
captain of which, upon coming up with the 
Alliance, assigned as a reason for keeping aloof 
frOID the action, that he was apprehensive the 
Alliance had been taken, and that the engage
ment was only a decoy. Chase was made, but 
the French ship being unable to keep up with 
the American, it was given over.-A gentleman 
of distinguished naval reputation, when in the 
Mediterranean with the American squadron, was 
introduced to Captain James Vashon, esquire, 
now vice-admiral of the red, the commander of 
the British frigate engaged with the Alliance. 
In the course of conversation he made particular 
enquiry after Captain Barry, related the cir
cumstance of the action, and, with the frank
ness of a generous enemy, confessed that he had 
never seen a ship so ably fought as the AUi~nce; 
that he had never before, to use his own words, 
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, received such a drubbing,' and that he was in
debted to the assistance of his consorts."* 

Neithet· Schomberg, nor any other British na
val historian, mentions this engagement. By a 
little industry, however, the following facts have 
been obtained; and may be relied on. The 
"three frigates" consisted of the Alarm of 
hventy-six long ]2, and six long 6 pounders, 
commanded by the late Sir Charles Cotton; 
the Sybil of twenty-four long 9, and four long 
6 pounders, commanded by the present Admi
ral Vashon; and the Tobago of sixteen long 
4-pounders, commanded by the present Vice. 
admiral Martin. It ",;'as to extricate the Lu
zerne, of twenty long 9-1Jonnders, that the Alli
ance bore down upon, and engaged, the Sybil; 
which ship was, in a manner, detached from her 

consorts. The action was fought within half
musket shot distance; and continued about 
seventeen minutes, when the Alliance hauled on 
board her fore and main-tacks, and stood from 
her antagonist; whose great inferiority of sail· 
ing rendered lmrsuit useless. The Alarm and 
Tobago were still at a considerable distance; 
and, so far from the Sybil being "severely 
damaged," and losing "37 killed and 50 
wounded," she received very little injury in 
hull, spars, or rigging, and lost but 2 men killed, 
and 7 or 8 wounded. If, therefore, Captain 

* American Portefolio, vol. ii. p. 7. 
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Vashon made any signal, it must have been to 
acquaint his commanding officer, that the Sybil, 
alone, could manage the Alliance; thereby leav~ 
ing the Alarm and Tobago at liberty to devote 
their attention to the French 60, and the Ame~ 
rican 20, gun ship, the friend and consort of 
the fugitive American frigate. It is almost need~ 
less to add, that the statement of this engage~ 
ment, as given by Commodore Barry's bio
graphist, including; the alleged conversation 
between" Captain James Vashon, esquire," and 
the American "gentleman of distinguished 
naval reputation," is an entire fabrication. 

To enable the reader fuUy to appreciate the 
gallant performance of the officers and crew of 
the Sybil, here follows the 

Comparative force of the two ships; 

Sybil. Alliance. 
Broadside-metal in pounds (all long guns) _.120 396 
Complement of men and boys _____________ 200 326 
Size in tons ________________________ • ___ 594 959 

A superiority, in weight of metal, of more 
than three to one, and in complement, of more 
than three to two, failed to give success; yet 
the American statement of the Alliance's two 
actions, concludes thus :-" We wish it to be 
understood, that the gallantry of our seamen is 
not of recent date, but is coeval with our na~ 
tiona} existence." 

It is not simply by partial and fabricated ac-



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 69 

counts of actions, that the Americans have 
reared from comparative insigilificance, the 
" Naval History of the revolutionary war;" 
Mr. Clark devotes twenty pages of his book to 
a mere list of British captured vessels; while he 
compels the reader to wade through the whole, 
in search of the few captured American vessels, 
with the names of which his industry had sup
plied him. The writer's motives appear in the 
following comparative statement of the gross 
numbers of American and British armed vessels, 
captured or destroyed during the first American 
war; as extracted from SC~tOmberg, vol. v. p. 11 

and 52: 

American armed vesselS.j British armed vessels. 
No. 85.; guns, 17 55. No, 29.; guns, 470. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

The United States and France-Constellation en
gages and captures l'Insurgent-A statement of 
the compamtive force of the ships-Constellation 
engages la Vengeance-Is beaten off -La Ven
geance refitted-Encounte1's the Seine-Is cap
tured-Statement of the caznparative force of the 
ships-Americans clai)).z a victory for Commo
dore T1'ZlXlon-Desc1'ipiion oj lei:; medal presented 
in consequence~Fl'cnclt account of th(j engage
ment with the American frigate - Remarks 
tltereon-Leopl1:rd and Chesapeake-AmeTican 
accounts of it-Statement of the comparative 
force of the vessels-Little Belt and PTesident-
AmeTicans at Tripoli-British deserters. 

THE only naval occurrences that strictly come 
within the plan of the present work, are those 
that have taken place between the United States 
and Gl'eat Britain; but, as the Americans still 
attach considerable importance to the two "me
morable naval victories," they pretend to have 
gained over the French, a cursory examination 
of the American accounts of those actions, may 
not be an unprofitable digression. It will then 
be seen, whether America has displayed more 
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moderation in recording her victories over 
France, to whose treasure and fleets she owed 
her independence, than she has in triumphing 
over US; to whom, it is admitted, she owes no 
extraordinary obligations. 

The "Naval History" states that, on the 
9th of February, 1799, the U. States' frigate. 
Constellation, " of 36 guns," fell in with "a 
large ship" under French colours; that an action 
ensued, which lasted" one hour and a quarter," 
when the enemy struck, and proved to be 1'10-
surgent, "of 40 guns, and 417 men." Another 
American account fixes her complement at 340; 
but neither account mentions the nature of her 
armament. 

This "brilliant victory" was echoed from one 
end of the union to the other; and a late 
American newspaper-puff, headed " Record of 
glory," recalls it to the public attention. It is 
of little consequence, whether the Constellation 
rated of "36 guns;" or, as Mr. CJark has made 
her, in his list of the American navy for the very 
year of the action, " of 44 guns:" the ques
tion is-what was her real force, as well as that 
of the frigate she captured? 

A lieutenant of the Constellation, while, dur~ 
i,ng the late war, she was lying in Norfolk, Vir~ 
ginia, blockaded by the British squadron, gave 
the following as her armament, at that period:
t,wenty-eight long IS-pounders upon the main~ 
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deck, twenty carronades, 32-pounders, and two 
(English) long 24-pourrders, bored to carry a 
32-pound shot, upon the quarter-deck and fore
castle; total 50 guns: exclusive of boat-cal'ro

nade, and top-guns, if any. 
But a gentleman who was frequently on board 

the Constellation, while she was in the West 
Indies, in the years 1799 and 1780, declares, 
that het main-deck battery then consisted, 110t 
of 18, but of 24 pounders. In confirmation of 
this, a New-York paper, of the end of 1800, or 
beginning of 1801, (the precise date not recol
lected,) announced the arrival there from a 
southern port, of the U. States' frigate Constel
lation, for the purpose of " exchanging her 24s 
for 18s." Therefore, long subsequently to both 
her "victories," the Constellation mounted 
24-pounders upon the main-deck. It is believed, 
that the chief part of her spar-deck battery 
then consisted of long 12s, and that they were 
afterwards exchanged for carronades. To make 
allowance for that, ten of her twenty-two spar
deck guns will be considered as long 12s, and 
the remainder as 32-pound cart'onades. 

The complement of the Constellation was 440 
at least; and her size is described as about equal 
to that of the Endymion. At all events, she 
could not well have been less than 1250 tons. 

The nature of I'lnsurgent's guns no where ap. 
pears. For some.rears subsequent to 1799,. 
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when a French frigate was captured, with 
IS-pounders upon the main-deck, it was inva
riably so expressed in the official account. The 
generality of the French 40-gun frigates, carried 
12-pounders; and were from 850 to 950 tons. 
To give every advantage to the Americans, let llS 

suppose that l'Insurgent mounted twenty-six 
long IS-pounders upon the main-deck, and four
teen lo,ng 9-pounders upon the quarter-deck and 
forecastle; total" 40 guns." The difference be
tween an English and a French IS-pound shot, 
in diameter, is as 5,040 to 5,277; (inches and 
decimal parts;) and, in weight, as ~8 to 20f 
pounds. So that, by adding one eighth to the 
nominal calibers of French guns, we have the 
weight of metal expressed in English pounds. 
The mean of the two American accounts of 
1'lnsurgent's complement is 379. Her tonnage 
may be stated at 950. 

Comparative force of the two ships: 

Constellation. 

{
I. guns 396 

Broadside.metal in pounds._ 
carr. 192 

--588 

1

1'InSUrgent. 
263 

71 

--334 
Complementofmenandboys. __ •••• 410 379 

Size in t()lls ........... _ ..... _.... 1250 950 

Had the Constellation captured, in one action, 
two such ships as l'Insurgent, the Americans 
could not have boasted more than they did upon 
this occasion. A ,disclosure of the real strength 



64 NAVA.L OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

of the parties, now shews, that the defence of 
the French frig-ate was highly creditable to her 

officers and crew. 
The merchants of London, misled by the 

American statements, most of which were copied 
into the British journals, viewed the capture of 
I'Insurgent as 3 victory gained by an American,. 
over a French frigate} greatly superior; and, 
acting- with their ac.cnstoIl1ed liberality, sub
scribed for a piece of plate to he presented to 
Commodore Truxton. Had th'8 rate of, and 
actual number of gUlls m.ou:,-ted by, a ship, 
meant the same thing, this " memorable vic
tory" would have passed off "lithout notice. 

On the 1st of February, 1800, the Constella
tion feli in with, and eng""ged' for upwards of 
three hours, the French frigate 130 Vengeance. 
Each party, as is usual in undecided cases, ac
cused the other of " sheering off." At all 
events, the Constellation had her main-mast shot 
away; and was otherwis~ so gl'eady injured as 
to be compelled to bear -LIp for Jamaica, to un
dergo the necessary repairs. Her loss in killed 
and wounded amounted to 39. La Vengeance 
was ?lso much shattered, and lost a g-reat many 
men. She afterwards put into Cura~oa, to get 
herself refitted. Commodore Truxton's account 
of this engagement, being deemed a unique piece 
of composition, will be found in the Appendix, 
(Nos. 1 and Z.) 
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On the 20th of August following, H. M. S. 
Seine, Captain (now Rear-admiral Sir) David 

Milne, fell in with, and after a long and sangui
nal'yaction, captured, this same 1a Vengeance; 

just from Cura«oa, "vhere she had been com
pletely refitted. The Seine was much cut up; 
and sustained a loss of 13 killed, and 29 wounded. 

La Vengeance was shattered almost to pieces; 

and, when carried into Jamaica, was thought. 
not worth repairing. Her loss in the action, 

though not exactly ascertained, was known to 

have been very severe. 
The Seine (captured from the French, June 

29, 179S) mounted 42 guns: twenty-eight long 
IS-pounders upon the main-deck, and fonrteen. 
long 9-pounders upon the qnartel.·-deck and 
forecastle. Her established complement con

sisted of 284 men and boys; and she measured 
1146 tons. 

La Vengeance mounted 5';2 guns: twenty-eight 
long IS-pounders upon the main-deck; sixteen 

long I2-ponnders, and eigbt can-onades, 42-

pounders, upon the qnartfll' deck and forecastle. 
Her complement was belieH'a to be 453; but, 
as 291 men only were found on board, 390 

will be an ample aBowance. Captain Milne 
describes 1a Vengeance as " exactly of the di
mensions of the Fisgard," taken from the french 

in 1707; and that f;hip was 1182 to.r:s. 
1" 
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Comparative farce of the two ships. 
Seine. I,a Vengeance .. 

{
l. gllns, 315 391 

Broadside.metal in pounds, 00 189 carr. 
__ 315 580 

CompI!Jment of men and boys, 284 390 
Size in tons, 1146 1182 

Here, evidently, a British frigate, of inferior 
force, captured a ship, which an American fri
gate, of at least equal force, was unable to cap
ture; demonstrating that British, was, in thi~ 
instance, more potent than American "thunder." 
_" Aye," say the Americans, "but la Ven
geance struck hel" flag to the Constellation, only 
our commodore did not happen to know it."
A~cordingly, it was so voted; and the honors of 
a conqueror,-a conqueror, too, over a "far su
perior force,"-were conferred upon the asto
nished Commodore Truxton. Nay, to silence 
aU doubts, and perpetuate the "memorable. 
victory," a medal was struck; of which an en
graving may be seen in the first volume of the 
American Portefolio. Two ships are there re
presented, dismasted and much cut up; one, a 
complete two-decker, similar to the Majestic or 
Saturn, razees; the other, a small frigate. The 
reader may conjecture which ship is intended 
for the American • 

. As if to place this mock triumph in a still 
more ridiculous point of view, the French fir&t: 
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lieutenant assured a distinguished British naval 
officer, that la Veng'eance, when she encountered 
the Constel1ation, was laden with sugar, and 
had casks stowed between hel' luain-deck guns; 
a few only of which could be cleared for action 
in time; that the American frigate kept hang. 
ing upon the quarter of la Vengeance, and 
never came fairly along~ide; that the latter 
lost al1 three masts; and, from having an in. 
experienced crew, was compelled to remain 
stationary for the best part of three days; 
auring which time the A merican frigate, with 
her fore and mizen-masts standing, lay in sight, 
to~windward, but made no attempLto renew the 
action. 

If such is the behaviour of the Americans to 
their friends the French, we cannot complain of 
being unjustly dealt with. In the utmost dis
p-Iay of their exaggerating talents, the Ameri. 
cans, perhaps, seek less to disparage othel'S, than 
to exalt themselves; and it ought to be some 
consolation to us, that" the language of truth is 
uniform and consistent;" and that "to depart 
from-it safely, requires memory and discretion,'.i 

• The editor of the "Naval History" cannot 
describe even theaffa:ir of the Leopard and 
Chesapeake, without his accustomed ulisrepre.: 
senta:tion, After nearly a page of preliminary 
observatioiIs, he says :-" The Cheiapeake was 
altogether in an unprepared state; her guns and 

F 2 
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decks were lumbered with sails, cables, &c. and 
her men were not at quarters till the commence
ment of the attack. No opposition was made~ 
The British commander continued pouring his 
broadsides into the undefended ship for about 
thirty minutes; when the Chesapeake having 
received considerable damage in her huH, rig
ging, and spars, she struck. She had 3 men 
killed, and 18 wounded." 

Commodore Barron's letter is not noticed by 
Mr. Clark; although, on other occasions, Ame
rican official letters are deemed unquestionable 
authority. It bears date, J nne 23d, 1807; 

states the Chesapeake's departure from Hamp
ton roads; and then proceeds, as follows:
" Some time afterwards, we observed one of the 
two line-oj-battle ships that layoff Cape Henry, 
to get under weigh, ~nd stand to sea."~After 
mentioning the coming up of the Leopard~ 

" one of the two line-oj-battle ships," and th .. 
interchange of correspondence, the commodor~. 
says :-" About this time I observed some ap
pearances of a hostile nature, and said to Cap-, 
tain Gordon, that it was possible they wer~ 
~erious, and requested him to have his men sent 
to their quarters." Then, after a few excuses 
about the lumbered state of his ship, he adds: 
"Consequently, our resistance was but feeble. 
In about twenty minutes, I ordered thecolclllrs' 
to be struck." ) 
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Here, ' we see the reason why Mr. Clark' 
rejected this letter. First, the men were sent 
to quarters before the commencement of the 
attack; secondly, resistance was made; and 
thirdly, the action did not continue "thirty 
minutes." 

Now for the veracity of the commodore him .. 
self. Captain Humphreys of the Leopard, in 
his letter, saY8,-" At the expiration of ten mi
nutes from the first shot being fired," (between 
which and the second, there was an intenal of 
two or three minutes,) " the pendant and ensign 
of the Chesapeake were lowered." In another 
part, he says,-" a few shot were returned, hut 
none struck this ship ;"-and, by a leiter from 
one of the Leopard's officers, it appears;
H three broadsides only were fired." 

These three broadsides, according to the 
items in the numerous "surveys))' ht'ld upon 
the Chesapeake, lodged twenty two rOt)Ofrshot 
in her hun; irreparably injured the fore and 
main-masts; badly wounded the mizen-mast; 
cut away thirteen lower shrouds and stays; 

shattered the fore-saii, main-sail, main. top-sail, 
and fore-top-mast stay-sail; injured and ren
dered unfit for service a spare fore-top-mast, 
and another spare spar; and damaged two boats. 
-What a pity the Americans never gave such 
surveys during the late' war !-In addition, as 
appears by her log-minutes, the Chesapeake 
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had three. feet and a half water in the hold.
Three more such broadsides would ~ave sunk 

M ". ber. And yet, the" Naval . onument Jeer~ 

us for having done so little injury to the ship~ 
Although sixty years are now elapsed since 

British 50-gun ships have been excluded frOlH 
the line of battle, Commodore Barron found it 
convenient to make a "line-of-battle ship" of 
the Leopard, as the Fr~nch captain, Lejoielle, 
bad a 7/1 of the Leander; which ship hap,: 
pened (odd enough) to l>e the other "line-of-bat .. 
tIe ship" mentioned in the commpdore's letter. 

The Leopard's armament, upon the lower 
and upper-decks, was precisely the same as 
mounted by other ships of her class; for whicq. 
see p.33. Upon hcr quarter-deck and fore .. 
castle, she mounted six canonades, 24-pounders, 
an IS-pound launch.-carronade, and. two long 
9-pounders; total 53 guns: being six short of 
ber established number. The Leopard had he\" 
full complement on board; consisting of 318 
men, and 25 boys: she had also on board, a~ 
passengers, 10 artillery-men, and 3 midshipmen 
belonging to some of the ships on the coast. 

The Chesapeake mounted, at this time, twenty 
eight long ] S-pounders upon the main-deck, 
fourteen carronades, 32-pounders, (leaving a. 
vacant port on each side,) upon the q uarter
deck; two carronades, 32-pounders, and two 
long 12-pounders, (leaving three Vii-cant portsou 
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~ach side,) upon the forecastle; total 46 guns. 
This was her peace-establishment. Ber books 
bore the names of 440; but, among those, were 
25 runnings and discharges: consequently, her 
actual complement consisted of 415; including 
10 boys or lads. There ,vere also several pas
sengers on board, going to the Mediterranean. 
That the Chesapeake had, at least, five lieute
nants, appears by the signature of her " 5th 
lieutenant" to seYeral of the official documents 
relating to the action. Nine men to every gun 
in the ship, would be consideted as an extraor
dinary large complement, eVen in times of wal·. 

'1:' 

Cornpar.ative force of the two ships. 

J~eopard. 

D • { I. guns, 405 
.l!>roadslde-metal in pounds, 

carr. gO 

Complement, 

Size in tons, 

{
men, 

boys, 

--495 

33t 

25 

--356 
10-14 

Chesapeake. 
264 
256 
--520 
405 

10 

-4111 

1135 

Many ships may meet at sea, and not be so 
equally matched as the Leopard and Chesa
peake; although the latter was a " 36-gun fri .. 
gate," and the former a " 50-gnn ship:" which 
again shews the fallacy of the old rating system. 

About four years subsequent 1;0 this event, 
the Americans thought fit to retaliate upun us~ 
If a "line~of-battle ship" could attack a Fri. 
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gate, why not a frigate attack a slo0i' of war? 
The President therefore engaged the Little Belt; 
and the Little Belt engaged the President; and 
manfully too: which, added to a real and a very 
great disparity of force, constitutes the distin
guishing feature between the action of the Little 
Belt and President, and that of the Leopard 

and Chesapeake. 
A proof of the accuracy and fairness with 

w hicb the A mericans record transactions be
tween themselves and other nations, will be 
seen in the following' extract from a Boston 
C)hronological work :-" October 11, 1811, offer 
of reparation made by the British government, 
and accepted, respecting the aftair between the 
Little Belt and President." 

The "Naval History" details, very fully, the 
operations hefore Tripo]i, from 1 bOl, to the 
peace concluded in June, 180;), between the 
bashaw and the president of the United States. 
Great credit is due 10 the officers and seamen 
belonging to the American ships, for the gal
lantry displayed Oil several occasions. 

It is fresh in the recollection of many officers 
of the British navy, how difficult it was, at this 
period, to keep the seamen from deserting to~ 
the Americans. The short peace of 1803 occa
sioned many of our shivs to be paid off; and the 
nature of the service u}Jon which the Americans. 
were engaged, held fOl'lh a strong inducemerit 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 73 

to the manly feelings of the British tar. It was 
not to raise his arm against his own country
men; but against barbarians, whose foul deeds 
excited indignation in every generous breast. 

The Americans cannot deny, that the com
plements of their ships in the· Tripolitan war, 
consisted chiefly of British seamen; supplied by 
a Scotch renegado at New York, and by nume
rous other crimps in the different sea-port towns 
of the United States: and that those complements 
were afterwards filled up, by similar means, at 
Cadiz and other ports of the Mediterranean.
'Vas not Commodore Preble, on account of 
being detected in some transaction of this 
sort; obliged to shorten his stay at Gibraltar, 
and to fix Syracuse, instead of Malta, for his 
next rendezvous? 

To such as know the facility with which, 
either in the ships, or on the shores, of the United 
States, a deserter, or all emigrant, can obtain 
his naturalization, the term "American" re
quires an epithet to render it intel1igible. In 
recording the exploits of "Americans," it is but 
to lop off the qualifying adjullct-" adopted," 
and every native reader feels a hero's blood 
flowing in his veins.· On the other hand, 
should disgrace be attached" to the deed, Mr. 
Clark, and his brother-writers, anticipating the 
reader's wi~hes, seldom fail to state,that the 
parties were not American, but British sailors. 



74 NAVAL OCCURRENCES B~TWEE!f 

CHAPTER IV. 

'llnited States of America declare ~aragainst 
Great Britain-Send a squadron in pursuit of 

'the Jamaica:fleet-It falls in with, and chases, 
the Belvidera-Engagement between that ship 
and tlte President-Belvidera escapes-Squa
dron resumes its course after the convoy-Fails
in overtaking it~ and returns to Boston
Surprise of the Whiting' in Hampton roads
Constitution is chased, and escapes-Capture 
of the Nautilus-Emulous and Gossamer
Alert attacks t/~e Essex-Is captured-Force of 
the two vessels-Tar and feathering of a British 
seaman-Reported challenge from Sir James 
Lucas Yeo to Captain Porter-Essex and a 
H British frigate"-Essex and Shannon. 

ON the 18th of June, 1812, the United States 
of' America declared war against Great Bn .. ", 
tainj and orders were immediately dispatched 
from Washington, for the squadron' that had 
been previously assembled at New York, to put 
to sea, for the capture or destruction of Brit~h 
vessels; and particularly , in search of a home .. 
ward-bound Jamaica.fleet" of eighty five ~ailf 



then known to be weakly convoyed, and not far 
from the American coast. 

On the 21st, which was as early as an express 
could arrive with the orders, sailed this Ameri~ 
can squadron; consisting of the President, Com .. 
modore Rodgers, United States,Commodore De
catur, Congress, Captain Smith, Essex, Captain 
Porter, Hornet, Lieutenant-commandant Law
rence, and Argus, Lieutenant ... comlUandant Sip. .. 
clair; mounting, altogether, upwards of 250 
guns, and manned with 2000 choice seamen. 

The same American brig that gave Commo
dore Rodgers intelligence (App. No.6) of the 
Jamaica-fleet's being so near, had just been 
boal'ded by the British frigate Belvidera; whose 
exact position, th~refore, was also pointed out. 
Chase ,vas instantly made, in fuJI hopes to effect 
these two important objects; and, on the mol'll" 
ing of the 23d, a " large sail" was seen in the 
N. E. standing to the S. W. This was H. M. S. 
Belvidera, of 947 tons, mounting 42 guns; 
namely, twenty six long 18s, ~ourteen carron .. 
ades, 32s, and two long 9s; and manned with 
230 men and boys; her established number 
then being 274. 

Captain Byron, at first, stood towards the 
American squadron; but, observing the ships 
suddenly to take in theil' studding-sails, and 
)laul up in chase of him, frequently wetting 
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their sails to profit by the lightness of the wind, 
a suspicion of their hostile intentions caused 
him to tack; and stand off. By way of assuring 
the stranger, that they were the ships of afriendly 
power, the Americans hoisted their colours; but 
their evident anxiety to close had betrayed 
them, and the Belvidera continued her course. 

As the leading ship of the squadron was fast 
approaching, Captain Byron, to prevent any 
question about who fired the 6rst shot, ordered 
the priming to be wiped from every g'un i.n the 
ship. Soon aftel'wards, the President fired those 
three well-directed shot, which occasioned the 
only loss the Belvidera sustained. (App. No.5.) 
The Belvidera's guns were reprimed in an in
,stant; and the fire returned {romher four stern .. 
chasers, two long 18s, and two 32-pound carron
ades; the only guns that would bear, or were 
fired at all: althollgh the commodore's journal 
mentions, that the ;Belvidera fired her " four 
after main-deck guns on the starboard side." 
The full details of this interesting chase may be 
seen in the British and Amel'ican accouuts 
(Nos. 5. 6. and 7.) in the Appendix. 

The fact of " the long bolts, breeching-hooks, 
and breechings, of guns and carronades, fre
quently breaking" on board the Belvidera, 
prove~ that there was some defect in the mode 
of securing them. This was not the fault of th~ 
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officers and men: they every time repaIred the, 
accident. as quickly as possible.' Had the whole 
of the broadside-guns come into use, a repetition 
of such an accident would have been a serious 
evil; as it was, the Belvidera's captain got 
severely wounded. 

The guns of the Belvidera were mostly pointed 
by her officers; with what precision appears in 
the commodore's account of the damages which 
the President sustained. Her loss, exclusive of 
the 22 by the bursting of the gun, was 6 killed 
and wounded; making 28 in all. For three 
days, the ships were employed in repairing the 
President's damages; a delay that, no doubt. 
saved the Jamaica-fleet; the loss of which would 
have been a severe national blow. 

The Bel videra's officers insist, that the Presi
~lent could have got alongside sevel'al times; but 
that, just as they were about to fire their broad
side, she yawed across their stern, and fired her 
broadside. This occasioned her to lose way, 
until she resumed her course; when she gra
dually advanced to the same spot, and then re
peated the same extraordinary manreUVl'e. 

Comparing the forc.e of the Eehidera, with, 
tl~at of the President, (for which see her name 
in the Index,) even alone, it is hard to conjec
ture which party Captain HuH intended to com
pliment, when, in his letter (App. No.4.) trans
mitting the log-extract, he said: " I am conti. 
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dent, could the commodore have g6t alofigside 
the Belvidel'a, she would have bee-a his in less 
tha:n one hour." 

After quitting the chase of the Belvidera, and 
repairing tM damages sustained by her fire, the 
American squadron proceeded in search of the 
to-nvoy. On the 1st of JUly, a little to the east~ 
ward of Newfoundland-bank, the squadron fell 
in with a fleet of "cocoa-nut-shells, shaddock
I'inds, orange-peels, &c."and the comlnodore 
alld his officers promised themselves a West .. 
Iildia desert to their next day's dinner~ Th~y 

longed in vain; and, after being thits tantaliied 
from the 1st to the 13th, they steered for Ma
deira; thence for the Azores; and finally ar
rived at Boston on the 29th of August. ""Thai 
en creased the misfortune of the c]'uize, the 
scurvy broke out among the men; and conCerted 
additional value upon the limes that wel'eknoW'n' 
to be in such profusion on board the Jamaica 
ships. 
- To the discretion and pnHnptitude of Captain 
Byron, on his first falling in with the Afuerica'll
squadron; to the skill of the Belvider'a's officers 
and crew in pointing their g:uns, and -#otking 
the ship; and to their bravery and perseverance' 
in defending her, during a long and arduous 
chase, while engaged with a force so greatly 
superior, is the nation indebted for the little 
mischief done to British commerce, by a fotaH .. 
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dable American squadron; possessing the singu
lar advantage of its hostile intentions being 
wholly unknown. 

On the 8th of July, H. M. schooner Whiting, 
Lieutenant Maxey, from Plymouth, with dis
patches for the American government, arrived' 
in Hampton roads, ignorant of the war. As. 
Lieutenant Maxey was proceeding on shore in 
his boat, the Dash privateer, Captain Garroway, 
bound on a cruize, got possession of him; and 
then ran alongside the Whiting; and, having 
upwards of 80 men in crew, captured her, 
without opposition. The dispatches had been, 
sunk. 

The Whiting was only 75 tons, mounting- four 
carronades, 12-pounders; with a complement o£ 
18 men and. boys. Of these, a third were 
absent in the boat; and those in the schooner 
had not the least suspicion of being in an 
enemy's waters. 

The Dash mounted one heavy long gun up'on 
a pivot-carriage. This, and a suppression of 
the principal circumstances, enabled the Arne
ricaQeditors to state, with some degree of ex·· 
ultation: -" The British schooner Ulounts four 
gn!'l~, the Dash only one."-The Whiting was
afterwards Testored. 

On the 12th of July, the U. S. ship Consti~ 
tution, Captain Isaac Hull, sailed from Chesa-
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peake-bay. On the 17th, in a calm, she: 
fell in with H. M. ships, Africa 61, Shannon 
and Guerriere 46, Belvidera 42, and -}Eolus 38,

under the orders of Captain Broke, of the 
Shannon. Two of the frigates, (one the Belvi
dera,) assisted by the boats of the squadron, 
got, for a short time, within gun-shot; but the 
Constitution, by kedging, and other skilful ma
nreuvres, effected her escape, after an anxious 
chase of sixty four hOllrs. The Belvidera's 
situation, when chased, was far more critical ; 
owing to Captain Byron's ignorance of the war, 
and his having to sustain the fire of a ship of 
nearly double his own fOl·ce. 

On the 16th of July, the U. S. brig Nautilus, 
Lieutenant Crane,of 14 guns, and 106 men, 
wa<;.captured by H. M. S. Shannon, and others. 
She was afterwards fitted with sixteen 24-pound 
canonades, and commissioned as a crllizer. 

On the 30th of July, the American privateer
brig Gossamer, of 14 gnns, and 100 men, sur
rendered to H. M. Lrig Emulous, Captain Mul
caster, without firing a shot. This is introduced 
by way of illustrating the following- remark of 
an American editor:-" instances of the bold. 
and daring intrepidity of the crews of the pri~ 
vate-armed vessels of the United States are so , 

• lit All according to the new rates; which will be obsened 
throughout the work. 
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numerous, that the recital of them would swell 
the work, &c." 

On the 13th of August, 1812, H. M. S. Alert, 
Captain T. L. P. Laughame, bore down upon 
the U. S. frigate Essex, Captain David Porter; 
mistaking her for a vessel of Jess force. An ac
tion ensued, which continued, the American ac
count says, eight minutes; when the Alert, 
having seven feet water in the hold, and three 
men wounded, surrendered. Captain POI"teL' 
says the Essex sustained no loss. The British 
official account not having been published, these 
facts rest wholly on the American statements. 

The Alert mounted, according to the Ameri
can papers announcing her capture, twenty car
ronades, lS·pounders; and, according to the 
number paroled out of her, had a complement 
of 86 men and boys. 

Mr. Clark first gives the Alert "20 guns;" 
but, in a subsequent page, she appears as
" ship Alert, guns mounted 26." And as to her 
complement, the" Naval Monument," and the 
" Sketches of the ·War/' have both made it 130. 

Altbough Captain Porter could not find room 
in his Jetter, to give the force of his prize, either 
in guns or men, he could, to make the false 
assertion, that "the Alert was out for the 
purpose of taking the Homet." 

The Essex, when subsequently captured, 
G 
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mounted twenty four carronades, 32-pounders" 
and two long 12-pounders, upon the main-deck;, 
sixteen carronades, 32-pounders, and four long 
1'2-pounders, upon the quarter-deck and fore
castle; total 46 guns: a tolerable armament for 

a "32-gun frigate." 
Captain Porter, in his " Journal of a Cruize," 

says the Essex had, when lying in the Delaware, 
in October, 1812, a compleIl1ent of 328 men; 
of whom eleven only rated as landsmen. 

The Alert ·was originally a colliet·, named the 
Oxford, purchased by government in 1804., 
Whether her original employment were not that 
for which she was best calculated, may appear 
fi:om the following fact. The first time the. 
"U. S. ship of war Alel't" was trusted at sea, 
was, after the peace; when, as a store ship, she 
accompanied the frigate United States to the 
Mediterranean. The American papers jocosely 
remarked, that the Alert required ev~ry stitch of 
canvass set, to enable her to keep way with the 
United States, under her three top-sails. During 
the war, 'she remained as a block-ship at New 
York; yet NIr. Clark, to give importance to her 
capture, says :-" The Alert, upon her return to 
the United States," from Newfoundland, whither· 
she had been sent by Captain Porter, as a cartel" 
" vms fitted out as a government-vessel." 

.Along .\yith the dimensions Qf the Alert and 
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Essex, will be given the Southampton's, bec~use 
Captain Porter's friends have contrived to con
neCt her, in some degree, with the transactions 
.of the Essex. 

Dimensions of tfte three ships. 

Alert. Essex. Southampton, 

Ft. In. Ft. In. Ft. In. 
Length of lower-deck,} 105 

from rabbit to rabbit, 0 138 7 124 4-

.Breadth, extreme, 29 4 37 Sf 35 0 

The Southampton's armament has been fully 
described at page 24. Her force, for the rea
sons just given, will appeal' in the same state~ 

ment with that of the Essex and Alert. 

Comparative force of the three ships. 

Alert. Essex. . Southampton. 

Broadside-metal { 1. guns, 0 36 168 
in pounds, carr. 180 640 132 

--180 --676 -- 300 

Complement, { men, 77 3~5 200 
boys, 9 3 21 

- 86 -- 3£8. -- 221 
Size in tons, 393 867 671 

Hel'e is seen the value of the exploit which 
Captain Porter did perform, as well as of that 
which he would have performed, had the Essex 
met; and captured, the Southampton~ 

Shortly after the declaration of war, Captain 
Porter ill-used a British subject, for refu~ing to 
fight against his country. A N6W Yo,kpaper, 

a2 
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of June 27, 1812, gives the following account 

of the transaction :-
" The depo~ition states, that John Erving 

was born in N ewcastle-upon-Tyne, England; 
that he has resid~d within the United States 
since 1800, and has never been naturalized; 
that on the 14th of October, ] 811, he entered 
on board the Essex, and joined her at Norfolk; 
that Captain Porter, on the 25th of June, 1812, 

caused all hands to be piped on deck, to take 
the oath of allegiance to the United States, and 
gave them to understand, that any man who 
did not choose to do so should be discharged; 
that when deponent heard his name called, he 
told the captain, that being a British subject 
he must refuse taking the oath; on which the 
,captain spoke to the petty .officers, and told 
them they must pass sentence upon him; that 
they then put him into the petty launch, which 
lay alongside the frigate, and t}lere poured a 
bucket of tar over him, and then laid on a quan
tity of feathers, having first stripped him naked 
from the wai.t; that they then rowed him 
ashore, stern foremost, and landed him. That 
he wandered about, from street to street, in this 
condition, until Mr. Ford took him into his 
shop, to save him from the crowd then begili
illg to ga,her; that he staid there until the po~ 
lice-magistrate took him away, and put him in 
the city-prison for protection,· where he was 
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cleansed and clothed. None of the citizens mo
lested or insulted him. He says he had a pro
tection, which he bought of a man in Salem, of 
the same name and description with himself, 
for four shillings and sixpence, which he got re. 
newed at the custom-house, Norfolk. He says 
he gave, as an additional reason to the captain, 
why he did not choose to fight against his coun. 
try, that, if he should be taken prisoner, he 
would certainly be hung.)' 

This, having been copied into other papers, 
met the eye of Sir'James Lucas Yeo, command
ing the Southamvton, then attached. to the Ja
maica-station. Persons acquainted with that 
officer, can judge of his feelings upon ·l~eading 
an account of the ill-treatment ofa British 
sailor. Some~ expressions, markil1ghis abhor~ 
rence of the act, and his contempt for the au .. 
thor, did very likely escape Sir James; and that, 
in the. hearing of some of the American pri
soners then on board the Southampton.
Through this channel, which was· none of the 
purest, the words probably became what they 
appeared in the "Democratic Press," (a Phila
delphia puper,) of the 18th of September, 1812. 

Thus:-" A pa~senger of the brig Lion, from 
Havannah to .l\ ew YOI'k, captured by the fri
gate Southampton, Sir James Yeo, is requested 
to present his compliments to Captain Porter, 
commander of the A mel'ican frigate EssE'x~ 
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would be glad to have a t~te a t~te, any where 
between the capes Delaware and the Havannah, 
where he would have the pleasure to break his 
own sword over his damned head, and put him 
down forward in irons." 

" Captain Porter, of the U. S. frigate Essex, 
presents his compliments to Sir Jalues Yeo, 
commanding his B. M. frigate Southampton, 
and accepts with pleasure his polite invitation. 
If agreeable to Sir James, Captain Porter would 
prefer meeting near the Delaware, where Cap
tain P. pledges his honor to Sir James, that no 
American yessel shall interrupt their tete a tete. 
The Essex may be known by a flag, bearing the 
motto, " Free trade and sailors' rights;" and 
when this is struck to the Southampton, Captain 
Porter will deserve the treatment promised by 
Sit James." 

Leaving Captain Porter's deserts out of the 
questio!l, the ,,,hole of this farrago has been 
ascI'ibed to some of the war-party, who wished 
to give the " gallant captain" an opportunity 
of publicly testifying his readiness to engage 
" an equal force." Although no such message 
was sent by Sir James Yeo, he cruized, for se
veral weeks, along the southern coast of the 
United States, in hopes of falling. in with the 
Essex, the nature of whose armament was fully 
known to him. The Southampton was well 
manned, and all that her officers and crew 
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wanted, was the weather-gage, or an opportu

nity of getting on board the American, early in 
the action. 

Captain Porter being a great favorite at Wash
ington, Mr. CJark could do no Jess than give 
insertion to any little ta]e he might wish to see 
}'ecorded in the" Nantl History" of his country. 
One of them is as follows :-

" On the 30th of A ugnst, the Essex being in 
lat. 360 N. long. 6~0 'V. a British frigate .was· 

discovered standing towards her, under a press 
of sail. Porter stood for her unde}' easy sail, 
with his ship prepared for action; aild, appre
hensive that she might [lot find the Essex during 
the night, he hoisted a light. At 9, the British 
vessel made a signal: it consisted of two flashes, 
and a blue light. She was then, apparently, 
~bout foul' miles distant. Porter stood for the 
point where she was seen until midnight, when, 
perceiving nothing of her, he concluded it would 
be best to heave-to for her until morning, con
eluding she had done the same; but, to his 
great surpl'ise, and the mortification of his offi

cers and crew, she was 110 longer in sight. Cap
tain Porter thought it to be not unlikely that. 
this vessel was the Acasta, of 50 guns, sent out, 
accompanied by the Ringdove, of 22, to cruize' 

for the Essex." 
It did not, perhaps, occur to Mr. Clark, that 

'ships usua]]y carry log-bool~s, in which are en-
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tered every day's proceedings, with the latitude, 
longitude, &c. ; and that these can, at any time, 
be referred to, in case the false assertions of any 

historian, or paragraph-writer, may be worth 
the trouble of disproving." 

Considering what a formidable man Captain 
Porter was, nothing less than the "Acasta, of 
50 guns," and "Ringdove, of 22," could be 
" sent out to cruize for the Essex." Unfortu
nately for her commander's fame, on the 30th 
of August, 1812, the day mentioned, the Acasta 
was cruizing in lat. 43° N. long. 65° 16' W. ; 
and the Ringdove lying at single anchor in St. 
Thomas's. Was not the "British frigate," the 
Rattler, of 16 guns? 

The next occasion upon which Captain Porter 
was baulked of a battle, is recorded thus :_-

" On the 4th of Septembel', the Essex being 
off the tail of St. George's bank,two ships "of 
war were discovered to the southward, and a 
brig tQ the northward. The brig was in cha-se 
of an American mel·chant-ship . Porter imnie
diately chased the brig, which attempted to 
pass, and join the rest of the squadron. This 
he prevented, and compelled hel' to stand to 
the northward. He continued in' chase of her, 
until a-breast of the American ship; when, the 
wind becoming light, she escaped by meaHsof 
her sweeps. On shewing A mericancolours, 
several signal. guns were fired by the ships to 
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the southward. An sail was made by them in 
chase. At 4 P.M. they had gained the wake 
of the Essex, and were coming up with her 
yery .fast. Calculating on making his escape 
by some manceuvre, during the night, he fired 
a gun to-windward. The two sh;ps still conti
nued to gain on the Essex. The largest was 
considerably to-windward of the other, and 
about five miles a-stern of the Essex. Captain 
Porter determined to heave about, as soon as it 
grew dark; and, incase he should not be able 
to pass her, he determined to fire. a broadside 
into her, and lay her on board. Every prepa
ration was made for thIS purpose. The cre-w, 
as soon as the plan was proposed to them, gave 
-,three cheers, and ,were ill high spirits. At 20 

millutesafter 7, the Essex hove about, and 
stood S. E.by S. until 30 minutes after 8, when 

-she bore away S. W. without seeing any _ thing 
more of them. This was thG more extraordi-
nary, as a pistol was fired on board the Essex 
when nearest to them. The Essex arrived safe 
in tbe Delaware a few days afterwards." (Nav. 
Hist. vol. i. p. ISO.) 

The same event finds a place in the " Sketches· 
of the War." There the port, from which Cap
tail1 Porter was H cut off by the two large ships 

_ 9£ war," is mentioned to have been N ew York. 
-The intention to lay one of the British ships on 
_ boarqis-deservedly noticed; and, it is added, 
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that the Essex effected her escape into the bay 
of Delaware, " without the loss of a man." 

One of the above " two ships of war" was 
the Shannon, Captain Broke; the other the 
Planter, a re-captured West lndiaman, her 
prize, and by no means a vessel to be mistaken 
for a " ship of war." But the best way to ex
pose the Essex, and her gallant commander, 
win be, to detail the occurrence in the very 
words of one of the Shannon's officers. 

" At noon, on the 4th of September, 1812, ill 

lat. 390 11' N. long. 70" 22' W. the Shannon had 
in company the-re-captured ship Planter, when r 
we saw a warlike-looking ship to the eastward, 
and chased towards her under all sail before the 
wind; but it headed us flat a'· back. We ob. 
served a merGhant-ship close to the chase, as if 
in the act of speaking. The two ships then, 
having a fresh breeze aft, came down upon us, 
the merchantman close a-stern of the ship of 
war; which, at 4.30. P.M. then about 10 or 12 
ll1iIesdistant, hauled up, and made private sig
na]s; too far to be comprehended, had she-been 
a friend. The strange ship then made every 
exertion to escape, leaving her merchant-ship 
behind, as we did our's; and having found, by 
keeping her wind some time, that she sailed 
nearly equal to us, she slanted off free, a point 
or two, so as to bring us into her wake, without 
allowing us to gain upon her in distance, or but 
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very slightly. Her object appeared to be, to 
get in between us and the land. On our losing 
sight of her at dark, she was still above 10 

miles off'. Being well aware that she would 
alter her course in the dark, and seeing her good 
sailing, there appeared no chance of 'getting 
hold of her; and her merchant-ship being now 
near us, we tacked and seized her, intending to 
burn her directly, that the fugitive ship might 
see the flames; but it became so dark and 
squally, that Captain Broke would not l'i:sk the 
boats in getting out her people; consequently 
the ship was not burnt till next morning. ,She 
was a light American ship, from Cadiz, named 
the Minerva; and her people informed us, that 
the ship we had been chasing was the U. S. fri
gate Essex, Captain Porter, whom they had 
spoken the same day. During the night the 
ships lay-to; and, to prevent separation; .each 
kept bright lights up, and several blue-lig'hts 
were burnt." 

One of Mr. Clark's good-natured critics 
describes the object of such a work as his,to be 
-" to commemorate the glories of the Ameri
can age and nation; to place some of'its most 
illustrious heroes out of the reach of obJivion; 
and to consecrate their actions to imperishable 
f: "(N H' ]' 1 ) , , , , ameli . 1St. YO . 1. p. . ... ~"f 
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CHAPTER V. 

Inactive slate of the British navy since the battle of 
Trafalgar-Its effects upon the C!fficers and mel~ 
-Polishing system reprobated-Scarcity of oal •• 
timber and seamen-Contracl-ships-Impresse4 
crews~Foreigners and inejJective hands-Amer 
rican navy considered-Theil' sltips easily manneq. 
-Practical gunnery-American marines-Op7 
positefeelings of Brilish and American C!fficerf 
iowa?'ds each other-Guerriere falls in with, 
and engages tlte Constitution-Details of th~ 

action-Guerriere surrenders-Her damage~ 
Final destruction-Loss of men-Constitution's 
dCl1iwge-Loss-Force ,of each ship particular~ 
ized-Statemr.nt of comparative force-Remarks 
thereon-British and American frigates-Their 
comparative dimensions and force-The lalter 
compared in fm'ce with other classes of Britislt 
ships-French fTi.gates-Concluding remarks .. 

FROM the battle of Trafalgar' to the peace 
of 1815, three.fourths of the British navy, ,at 
Bea~were constantly employed in blockading 
the fleets of their enemies. Of the remainder,
such as escaped the duH business of convoying, 
cruized about; but the only hostile ships that 
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in general crossed their tracks, were disguised 
neutrals; from whom no hard knocks could be 
expected. Once a year or so, the capture of a 
French frigate by a British one, g.'ave a momen
tary fillip to the service. 

A succession of insipid cruizes necessarily be~ 
gat, among both officers and men, habits of 
inattention. The situation of gunner on board 
our ships, became almost a sinec~re. A twenty 
years' war, of itself, was sufficient to weal' out 
the strength of our seamen; but a laxity of 
discipline, in all the essentials of a man-of-wai"s
man, produced a much more sensible effect. 
, Instead of the sturdy occupation of handling 
the ship's guns, now seldom used but on sa .. 
lutes, the men were taught to polish the traHrs
jng-bars, elevating-screws, copper on the bits, 
&c. by way of ornament to the quarter-deck. 
Such of the crew as escaped this menial office, 
(from the unnecessary wear it occasions, lately 
forbidden by an order of the board of admi
ralty,) were set to reeving and uOl'eeving the 
top~sails, against time, preparatory to a match 
with any other of his majesty's ships that mig'ht 
hapVen to fall in company . 

. MallY were the noble exceptions to this, and 
lllany w~J'e the commanders who, despising 
wnat "vas either finical or useless, and stiJI hop
ing to signalize themselves by some gallant ex .. 
ploit, spared- na pains, consistent· with their 
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limited means, and the restraints of- the sel'vice~ 
to have their ships, at all times, as men of war 

'Should be, in bo.t'ing trim. 
As Napoleon extended his sway over the Eu

ropean continent, the British navy, that per
petuai blight upon his hopes, required to be 
extended also. British oal{, and British sea
men, alike scarce, contract-ships were hastily 
built lip, with soft wood and light frames; and 
then, manned with an impressed crew, chiefly 
of raw hands and small boys, sent forth to 
assert the rights, and maintain the character of 
Britons, upon the ocean. In June, 1812, when 
the war with America commenced, the British 
navy consisted of 746 ships, in commission. 
Had these been cleared of all the foreigners and 
ineffective hands, how many ships would the 
remainder have p)"operly manned? 

To the long dmation of the war, and the ra:' 
pid en crease of the navy, may be added a third 
cause of the s~arcity of seamen: the enormous 
encrease of the army. In December, 1812, we 
had, in regulars alone, 229,149 men. How 
many frigates could have been manned, and well 
manned too, by i1raughts from the 'light dra
goons, and the light infantr'y regiments? Nor is 
there a question,-so inviting were the bonn
ties,-that prime sellmen have enlisted in both. 

The crews of our ships experienced a fourth 
reduction in strength, by the establishment, 
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about six years ago, of the battalion-marines: 
a corps embodied for the purpose of acting on 
shore, in conj unction with the seamen and 
marines of the ships. The battalion-marines, 
about 2000 in number, consisted of the pick of 
the royal marines; which accordingly became 
reduced to weak, undel··sized men, and very 
young recruits. Marines ought to be among the 
stoutest men in the ship; because, until engaged 
in close action, their station is at the guns ; 
where great physical strength is required. Ex~ 

cept on a few occasions in Canada, and the: 
Chesapeake, the battalion-marines, aHhoughas 
fine a body of men as any in the two services,: 
have remained comparatively idle. 

The canker-WOl"m that, in the shape of neg-: 
lect, had so long been preying upon the vitals of 
the British navy, couldnotexlst among the few 
ships composing the navy of the United States .. 
America's half a dozen frigates· claimed the 
whole of her attention. These she had con
structed upon the most approved princil)les, both 
for sailing, and for war. Considering that the 
ramparts of a battery should have, for one ob. 
ject,_ the shelter of the men stationed at it, _ she 
had built up the sides of her ships in. the D;lQst 
compact manner; and the utmost ingenuity had 
been exerted, and expense bestowed, in their 
final equipment. 

With respect to seamen, America had; for, 
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many years previolls to the war, been decoying 
the men from our ships, by every artful strata. 
gem. The best of these were rated aspetty:
officers. Many British seamen had entered. on 
board American merchant-vessels; and the nu
merous non-intercourse and embargo bills,_ in 
existence at different periods~d.uring' the four 
years preceding the war, threw many mer .. 
chant-sailors out of employment. So that 
the U. S. ships of war, in their preparations for 
active warfare, had to pick their complement!:i. 
from a numerous body of seamen., 

Highly to the credit of the navaladministt:a
tion of the United States the me.ll were taught 
the practical rules of gunnery;· and t~n shot, with 
the necessary powder, were alhf)wed to be ex
pended in play, to make one hit .in ear~lest. 

Very distinct from the American seamen, ~o 
called, are the American marines. They ~r~ 

chiefly made up of natives of the ()ountry; and. 
a deserter from the British. would be.re· b~ no 
acq uisition. III the United States, every man m;)y 
hunt or shoot among the wild animals of tbe 
fore~t. The young peasant, or bac.k-,W9()d1!1:a~, 
cal'ries a rifled-bane} gun, the' moment he~an 
lift one to his shoulder; and woe to the duc}{ or 
deer that attempts to pass him, within fair 
range of his piece. To collect these expert 
marksmen, when of a properage,ofn.::c,rs are 
~ent into the western parts of the -unioll; and 
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to embody and finish drilling them, a marine
b~trrackis established near the city of Washing
ton: from which depot, the ships are regularly 
supplied. 

No one act of the little navy of the United 
States, had been at aU calculated to gain the 
respect of the Bl'itish. First, was seen the 
Chesapeake allowing- herself to be beaten, with 
iinpunhy, by a British ship, only nominally su
perior tober.Then, the huge frigate President 
attacks, and fights for nearly three quarters of 
an hour, the British sloop . Little Belt. And, 
even since the war~ the same President, at the 
head of a'squ.adroIl, makes a bungIingbusiness 
of chasing lhe BeIvidera. 

·'While, theretore, a feeling towards America, 
bordering on conternpt, had unhappily possessed 
the mind of 'the British navalofficer, rendering 
l)im more than usually careless and opiniative, 
the American naval officer, having b~en taught 
to J'egardhis ne",;' foe with a portion of dread, 
sailed forth cto meet- him, with the whole of 
his energies roused. A moment's reflection 
assured hinl, that his country's honour was 
110W in his hands; and what, in· the breast 
of man, could be a stronger incitement to ex.;. 
traordinaryexertions ? . 

Thus situated were the navies of the two 
countries, when H. M. S. Guerriere, with da
maged masts, a reduced complement, and in 

II 
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absolute need of that thorough refit, for which 
she was then, aftel' a very long cruize, speeding 
to Halifax, encountered the U. S. ship Consti. 
tution, seventeen days only from port, manned 
with a full complement; and, in all respects, 
fitted for war. 

An action ensued, the full details of which 
are given in the different official papers to be 
found in the Appendix. (Nos. 8. 9. 10. 11. 
and 12.) Captain Dacres says, the Constitu· 
tion commenced returning his fire "at twenty 
minutes past four;" the American "Particu
lars" say r " at twenty minutes past five;" and 
that the Constitution from that time "conti
nued to fire occasionally/~ until she closed the 
Guerriere "at five minutes past six." Captain 
Hull says :-" At five minutes before six P. M. 
being alongside, within pistol-shot, we com

menced a heavy fire from all our guns ;"-andhe 
has had art enough to compute the duration of 
the action from that time."r ere his long 
24-pounders, which, during the preceding thirty 
iive minutes, he "continued to fire occasional1y 
'at the Guerriere," loaded with blank-cartridge? 
Why, if the American commander had no desire 
to keep at long shot until he had disabled his 
opponet, did he not bear down sooner; he had 
the weather-gage? 

The early fall of theG'ueniere's mizen-mast 
hroug'ht the ship up in the wind, and exposed 
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her to a dreadful raking fire, as well as to the 
riflemen in the Constitution's tops, who levelled 
their pieces, with full effect, at the Guerriere's 
officers and men.-It may be necessary to ex
plain how the loss of. the mizen-mast could 
bring the ship up in the wind. The wreck of 
the mast hung over the weather-side; the top, 
from its position, acting as a complete back
\vater, so as to bring the ship's head up to the 
wind, in spite of every effort of the helmsman. 
By those acquainted with the peculiar comtruc
tion of French-built ships, about the fore:foot 
especially, this will be readily understood. 

Upon the Guerriere's bowsprit getting foul of 
the Constitution's larboard quarter, the Ameli .. 
cans attempted to board, but were driven back; 
and it was not till after the two ships had got 
clear, and some of the Guerriere's bow-guns 
were brought to bear, that the fore and main
masts fell over the side. Yet the" Particu
lars," rather than state what might shew, that 
the Constitution's men were afraid to board 
the Guerriere, say thus :-" 'if e prepared to 
board, but immediately after, his fore and 
main-masts went by the boa/"d, and it was 
deemed unnecessary." The" Sketches of the 
'Var" explains this by stating, that the Ameri
can lieutenant of marines wlw headed the party, 
was killed by a musket· shot. Captain HuH is 
silent about the boarding; but, in stating that 

n 2 
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the Constitution " ceased firing" upon the fall. 
inO' of the Guerriere's fore and main-masts, ia .. 

~ 

citly admits, that the two ships were, at that 
moment, clear of each other; and consequent1y, 
that the boarding-opportunity had already 
passed. The American crew, therefore, were 
not restrained from boarding, because,-owing 
to the f~llling of the Guerriere's fore and main
masts, "it was deemed ullnecessary."-They 
made the attempt, and were repulsed, with the 
loss of their boarding-officer. 

Several of the Guerriere's guns and carron. 
ades . broke loose, owing to rotten breechingS; 
as weUas the rotten state of the timbers, through 
which the long-bolts passed. The Guetriel'e 
had suffered so much from bad weather"and 
cruized so long without renewing hel· stores, 
that there was no rope left, whel'ewith to l'epair 
the loss of breechings. Those of the guns and 
carronades that escaped breaking loose,-were 
completely disabled by the fall of the fore and 
main-masts. The Guerriere, now a -complete 
wreck, was rolling her main-deck -guns in the 
water, when, " at 6.4,')," by the British account, 
the jack was lowered from the stump 'of' the 
mizen-mast; and, at seven o'clock, the Constitu
tion took possession of her prize. 

Taking the mean of the two accounts as to , 
the time when the Guerriere commenced firing, 
the duration of the action was two hours and 
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twelve minutes. Yet Mr. Clark, putting: his 
own construction upon the obscure paragraph 
in Captain Hull's 'letter,-" so tilat, in thirty 
minutes after we got fairly alongside the enemy, 
she surrendered,"-informs his readers, that the 
Guerriere' was captured "after a very short 
action." 

Among other passages in Captain's Hull's 
letter, which are not very clear, may be noticed 
the following: ~,' But, on our coming within 
gun-shot, she gave us a broadside, and filled 
away, and wore, giving us a broadside on the 
other tack, but without effect, her shot falJi,ng 
short."-This can only be explained by the cir~ 
cumstance of the Guerriere's powder being' much 
deteriorated by damp and long-keeping. Robins 
says the. action of damp powder is dimii1ished, 
" according to the degree of moisture with 
which it is impregnated;" and th~.t powdm',to 
produce its proper effect, must. be "in good 
condition at the time of using." Some very late 
experiments have also shewn, that the powder 
used by our ships in general will not project a 
shot, by allY means so far as powder taken out 
of 'Valker's patent-barrels. That the Constitu
tion's pO'wder was of the very best SOI·t, and in 
the most perfect state, the .. pains taken in her 
equipment, and bel' recent departure from a 
home-port, place beyond a doubt. Having also 
24-pounders opposed to 18s, "within gun-shot" 
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to her, might have been a trifle" out of gun. 
shot" to the Guerriere. 

The Guerriere wns greatly shattered in her 
hull; so much so, that, in spite of all the efforts 
of the Americans, she, at day-light on the 
morning succeeding the action, was in a sinking 
condition. The people were removed from her, 
as quickly as possible; and, at a quarter past 
three in· the afternoon, the Guerriereblew up: 
an irrefragable proof, that Captain Dacres, his 
officers and crew, had defended her to the last 
extremity. 

The GuelTiere's fore-mast fell from the Con
stitution's shot; aided perhaps by the absence 
of most of the shrouds on one side. It was not, 
altogether, Captain Hull's ., round and grape," 
that led to its fall; but a brass swivel, fired 
from one of the Constitution's forecastle g.uns. 
The main-mast had been struck by lightning 
some months previous to the action; and fen 
by the mere weight of the fore-mast. It was 
comparatively uninjUl'ed by shot ; but, as seen 
by the crews of both ships, was perfectly rotten 
in the centre. ''''hen it is added, that the boov
sprit had long been sprung, it will not he too 
much to say, that the Guerriere, at the time slw 
engaged the COllstitution, was, if not crippled, 
defective at least, in hel' masts and rigging. 

The Guerriere's loss in the action was sel'ere. 
One lieutenant out of two, and 14 men, were 
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killed; 17 men, dangerously, her commander, 
master, two mates, and 15 men, severely, and 
the first lieutenant, a midshipman, 15 men and 
one boy, slightly wounded; total, killed and 
wounded, 78. About six died of their wounds. 
Mr. Clark has made no scruple of placing op
posite to the Guerriere's name, "British loss, 
105;" including, perhaps, the "missing" at 
the end of Captain Hull's letter. As if to put 
the matter beyond a doubt, he has also taken 
care to have represented, in the brilliant view 
of the action forming the frontispiece to his 
work, several men struggling upon the Guer
riere's spars, as they fioat in the w.ater; although 
not a man was on either of her masts, when they 
fell, or .was lost in any other way than by the 
fire of the Constitution . 

. Captain HuH mentions, in his letter, having 
sent a H report of the damages" sustained hy 
the Consti~ulion; but his government has not 

thought fit to publish it. The" Particulan;" 
admit that the cabin had taken fire from the 
Guerriere's shot; and the "Sketches of the 
'Val'," that the Constitution I' had some spars 
shot away." Captain Dacres states, that the 
Constitution's stern was much shattered, and 
her lower-masts badly wounded. At all events, 
the moment the Guerriere blew up, Captain 
Hull, instead of continuing his cruize, bent hjs 
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course for Boston; where the Constitution ar
rived on the 30th of August. 

The Americans acknowledge a loss of only 
7 killed, and 7 wounded; yet several' af the 
Guerriere's officers counted 13 wounded ;·of 
whom 3 died after amputation. Captain Dacres' 
computes the Constitution's killed and wounded 
at about 20. An equal number of killed and 
wounded, as expressed in Captain Hull's list, 
scarcely, ever occurs ; except in cases 'of, ex
plosion. In our service, every wounded man, 
although merely scratched, reports himself to 
the surgeon, that he may get his smart~montJy) a 
pecuniary allowance so named. , No such regu
lation exists in the American service; conse
quently, their returns of loss in action, are 
made subservient to the views of the commander 
and his government. 

The Guerriere's established armament con
sisted of twenty-eight long 18-pounderstipon 
the main-deck; sixteen carronades, 32-pounders, 
a 12-pound launch-carronade, and two long 
9-pounders, upon the quarter .. deck and fore
castle; total 47 guns. The Guerriere, like most 
French ships, sailed very much' by the bead; 
and, to assist in giving her that trim, as well as 
to obviate the inconvenience of a rouI\d.;house ' 
which intervened between the foremost and 
bridle ports on each side, and prevented' th0 
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gun stationed at the former port from being 
shifted to the latter, when required to be used 
in chase, two additional IS-pounders, as stand
.jng-bow-chase guns, were taken on board at 
Halifax. These guns, not acting upon the 
broadside, will not be estimated as part of the 
broadside.force; nor will the launch-carronade, 
because, owing to its. own defects, or the want 
of some of its appendages, no use whatever was 
made of it. When Captaiu Skene had the 
Guerriere, he had ports fitted upon her quarter
deck fortwo brass 12-pounders, given to him 
by the Duke of Manchester. Upon quitting 
the Guerriere, Captain Skene, of course, took 
with him his brass guns. The vacant ports led 
some of the Constitution's officers to suspect, 
that the Guerriere's people had, between the 
time of surrender and of taliing possession, 
thrown two of her guns overboard. 

It is singular that Captain H un's letter does 
not mention the· force of the Guerriere. The 
" Particulars'} state, plainly enough,-" mount
ing 49 carriage-guns;"-but that was not in 
the official letter. The people, therefore, had a 
right to indulge their imaginations on the sub
ject;, bearing.in mind, no doubt, that the com
mander<of their frigate Constitution. whose size 
and force ,they well knew,· had spoken of.-" so 
fine a ship as the Guerdere .. " Had th{l citizens, 
in general, given the Guerriere 60 guns, little 
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surprise would have been created; but what 
shall we say to "the senate and house of repre
sentatives of the United States of America, in 
congress assembled," passing a resolution, ex
pressing, that the Constitution' of "44 guns," 
had succeeded "in attacking, vanquishing, and 
capturing, the British frigate Guen-iere, mount
ing 54 carriage-guns" ?-The honorable mover of 
this flaming resolution prefaces it with,-" Far, 
very far, be it from me to boast" ;-and then 
gravely assures the house, that" the facts stated 
in the l'eselution have been' ascertained at the 
proper department, and the proofs are on the 
table"! ! 

Of men and boys,c the Guerriere had, origi .. 
nally belonging to her, 302. The purser's stew
ard (who£e business it is to serve out the rations 
of the ship) declares, that Lieutenant Pullman, 
a lieutenant of marines, three midshipmen, and 
33 seamen and marines, were absent from the 
ship in prizes; that the Guerriere victualled, on 
the morning of the action, exclusive of four or 
five women, and some lJrisoners, 264; that seven 
of these were Americans who had been in the 
ship some years; that Captain Dacres (highly 
to his credit) gave orders that they should go 
below; that they all did so, except one,sta. 
tioned forward, who, not having heard the word 
pass, remained at his quarters; that 19 of the 
crew were boys; most of them very young. 
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This account allows the Guerriere to have had 
at quarters, 239 officers and men, and 19 boys; 
but, as Captain Dacres has stated the absent 
men at 24, and the number of men at quarters 
at 244, his acco.unt will be deemed the mo.st 
correct. Captain Hull prefers the number o.n 
the "quarter-hill"; and the "Particulars," 
witho.ut any ceremony, stute,-" manned with 
302 men." 

The Co.nstitutio.n's officers used every art to. 
inveigle the Guerriere's men into. their service. 
Sixteen or eighteen, Americans and· other fo.
reigners, and about eight British, who. had 
been pressed in their way o.ut to. the United 
States, remained at Bo.sto.n, when the cartel 
sailed. Mo.st o.f the fo.rmer, and two. o.f the 
latter, had previously entered o.n bo.ard the Co.n
stitutio.n. With the above exceptio.n, the Guer .. 
l~iere's surviving crew, and a fine set of men they 
were, returned to. Halifax N. S. Several o.f them 
passed into the Shannon; where they fo.und 
ample relief fo.r their wo.unded IJride, in the. 
subsequent achievement o.f that ship . 

. Captain Dacl'es, in his official letter, says: 
" I feel it my duty to state, that the cQnduct o.f 
Captain HuH and his. o.fficers to. o.ur men, has 
been that of a brave enemy; the greatest care 
being taken to. prevent QUI' men losing the 
smallest tl'ifle."-U nfQrtunate] y, Captain Dacres. 
had made this declaratiQn befo.re he discQvered 
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the' insidious attempts of the American officers 
upon his men; or that, when the latter, on re;" 
moving- from the Constitution, called for their 
bags, tIley were delivered up, nearly emptied of 
their contents. 

The armament of the Constitution consisted 
of thirty long 24-pounders upon the main, 
deck, twenty four carronades, 3Z-pounders, and 
two long English 18s, bored to carry a 24-pound 
shot, (and therefore considered as 24s,) upon the 
quarter-deck and forecastle; total 56 guns. 
Except as to the improvement in the 18-pound,. 
ers, this account of the Constitution's force is 
confirmed by the editor of the" Naval His
tory," as win be seen presently. The Constitu
tion had eight ports of a side upon her quarter
deck, a gangway-port, fitted to receive a shift,. 
ing long gun or carronade, and five ports of a 
side upon her forecastle. Between the qual'ter~ 
deck and forecastle, were breeching-ringsand 
bolts, calculated for four guns of a side; if ne
cessary to mount them: which guns, by the ac
counts of her officers, she mounted, when em
ployed in the Mediterranean. 

Although the Constitution did not, like th.e 
President and United States, carry guns inhel' 
tops, a deliberate contrivance for destruction 
was resorted to, of which many were the victims 
om board the Guerriere. Seven men were sta
tioned in each top;, six of whom were employed 
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inloading for him that was,the best marksman. 
Captain Dacres was wounded in the back by 
one of these riflemen; and, had the ball passed 
half an inch more in front, he, too, would have 
been numbered among the dead. 

The employment of rifled-barrel pieces in 
naval warfare, is certainly a great improvement. 
We use them in the army, but not in the navy. 
Robins, speaking of rj fi(>s , says :-" The ex· 
actness to which those who are dexterous in the. 
use of these pieces, attain, is indeed wonderful; 
and that, at such distances, that if the bullets 
were fired from the common pieces, in which the 
customary aberration takes place, not one in 
hventy of them could ever be traced. 

The Constitution's complement, when she 
sailed from Boston on the 2d of August, was 
about 476. On the 17th, Captain Hull re-cap
tured, from the Avenger sloop of war, the Ame

rican brig Adeline; on board of which he placed 
a \prize-111aster, and, it is underl>tood, seven men. 
This leaves 46.8; the number stated by her own 
iittlfser's steward to have been victualled, exc1u
si\"e of a few prisoners; on the morning of the 
action/ Among them, scarcely one was to -be 

. seen that would rate as a boy in the British 
se1'vice ;~yet three boys will be allowed. A 
great many of the Constitution's crew were re
cognized by Captain Dacres as British seamen, 
p1"~ncjpally Irishmen. The Guerriere's people 
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. found among them several old acquaintances 
and shipmates. One fellow, who, after the ac
tion, was sitting under the half-deck, busily 
employed in making buck-shot cartridges to 
mangle his honorable countrymen, had served 
under the first lieutenant. He now went by a 
Ilew name; but, on seeing his old commanding 
officer ~tanding before him, a glow of shame 
over-spread his conntenance. Were it possible 
that the Constitution's ship's company could, 
at this time, have been inspected by the officers 
of the British navy, generally, how many, be
sides the commissioned officers and the riflemen, 
would have proved to be native Americans? 

The Guerriere was captured from the French 
on the 19th of July, 1806, by the Blanche, Cap
tain Lavie. The following was the force of the 
two ships :-Guerriere, twenty-eight long 18-
pounders., and two 68-pound carronades (in the 
bridle-ports, and therefore of no. use in the 

,broadside,) upnn the main-deck, ten long 9" 
pounders, and ten carronades, 32-pounders, 
upon the quarter-deck and forecastle; total 50 
gUlls. Broadside-weight of metal, (allowing 
for difference between French and English cali
bel',) 5141bs.; complement of men and boys, in 
action, 317; size in tons, ]084.-' Blanche, twen
ty-eight long IS-pounders upon the main-deck, 
ten long 9-ponndel"s, and eight carronades, 32-
:pounders, u1>OI1 the quarter-deck and forecastle; 



NAVAL OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 11] 

total, 46 guns. Broadside-weight of metal 
425 lbs.; complement of men and boys, in ac
tion, 244; size in tons, 1036.-This is intro~ 

duced, merely in answer to several statements of 
the Americans, to the effect, that the Guefl'iere, 
when captured from the French, was of much 
greater force than we admitted her to be, when 
she was captured by the Constitution. 

The Constitution was built at Boston, and 
launched on the 21st of October, 1797. She 
cost 302,718 dollars, 84 cents; or, 68,111/. 14s. 

sterling.· Her fqll dimensions, in hull, spars, 
and sails, were found in a sIl1;aU M.S. me.moran
dum-book, taken out of the Chesapeake frigate. 
In proof of its correctness, the dimensions of the 
President and Chesapeake, as there also given, 
agree exactly with the measurements since taken 
()f those ships. The only apparent difference, 
except a trifle in the height of decks, between 
the dimensions of the Constitution, and of the 
President,appears in the " length of gun-deck;" 
which, in the former, is stated at " 175 feet," 
in the latter " 174 feet, lot inches :" a differ·· 
ence, in fact, not worth noticing. Mr. Clarke 
states the" gun-deck" of the three "American 
44-gun ships,n to be "about 176 feet;" and, it 
is understood, they are all as nearly of one size, 
though diffel'ing sOlnewhat in model, as their 
builders could make tbetn. 'I'he Constitution 
having the same "keel for tonnagt'," and 
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" breadth of beam" as the President, (see p. 21,) 
her tonnage, both American and English, must 

be the same. 

Dimension$ of the two slups. 

Guerriere. Constitution. 

Ft. In. 
Length of lower-deck, from aft-part} 

of rabbit of stem to fore part of 155 9 
rabbit of stern-post, 

Breadth, extreme, 39 9 

Main-mast, {length, 
diameter, 

{
length, 

Main-yard, diameter, 

~2 0 
2 Sf 

81 6 
In 

Ft. In. 

173 S 

44 4 

104 0 
3 [) 

95 0 
1 9 

The Guerriere's spars are taken from those 
served out to the largest frigates of her class: 
the Constitution's, partly from the assertions of 
her own, and partly from the ob~rvations of 
British otlicers. Her main-mast was 2 feet 10 

or 11 inches, in diameter, at the partners; but 
it had four quarter-fishes, each 3t inches thick, 
reaching from a little above the main-deck to 
the top; hooped on after the mast was made: 
of course, adding to its strength, as well as 
bulk. The reader, therefore, may well conceive 
what impression the Guerriere's shot could make 
upon her opponent's masts. 

Between French ships built in the Mediterra
nean, and in the ports of the Channel, there is 
nearly as much difference as between our oak 
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and fir-built ships. The Guert'iere was built at 
l'Orient; upon a sudden emergency; and there
fore hastily run up, with ha~f.·seasoned wood.
Her timbers were, at last, in so decayed a state, 
that, had the Constitution succeeded in towing 
her into Boston, she would not have been worth 
the cost of repairing. 

By " a fine ship" is meant, a ship possessing 
some extraordinary qualification, either of size 
or force, or of both. "Fine" is 110t an abso
lute, but II relative term. How, then~ are we 
to judge of the officer who, sitting in the cabip, 
of, truly, _ so fine ~ ship as the Constitution, 
WTites hOQle to his government; that, ""ith that 
ship under his command, he has captured-" so 

fine a $Mp as the Guerrie.r:e ?"-Had the Guer
fiere captured !he Constitution, then, indeed, 
the expression would have been correct; nor 
could Captain Dacres well have said more. 

ComparativefOTce of the two ships. 

Guerriere. 

B d 'd 1 . d {J. guns, 1261 
foa 81 e·meta )U poun s, curro 256 

-- 517 

COlllplement, {
men, 244 
boys, 19 

--263 
1084 

Constitution. 

:384 
384. 
-- 768 
465 

3 
-- 468 

].533 

Three to two in weight of metal and size, and 
~early double ill men! A reawnable man would, 

I 
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at least, ha\'e divided his praises between the 
stronger party, which had conquered, and the 
weaker party, which had so bravely resisted. 
Not so the Americans; yet, from the excuses 
they make, when their ships are captured, it is 
evident they do not deny the principle. 

" When we say to an American,-" Our fri
gates and your's are not a match."-He, very 
properly replies.-" You did not think so once." 
But what does this amount to ?-Admitting we 
knew the force of the American 44-gun frigates, 
before the Guerriere's action, (which was only 
partially the case,) and yet considered that our 
38-gun frigates were able to fight them, all that 
can be said is,-we are now convinced~ that aN 
American and a British ship, in relative force as 
three to two, are not equally matched. The 
l~lcts are the same: it is the opinion only that 
has changed. Man the Constitution with 470 
Turks, or Algerines; and even then, she would 
hardly be pronounced, now that her force is 
known, a match for the Guerriere. The truth 
is, the name frigate had imposed upon the pnb
lic ; and t~ that, and that only, must be at
tributed, the angry repinings of Ulany of the 
British joul'llaTists, at the capture of the Guer
riere. They, sitting safe at their desks, would 
~ave sent her, and every soul on board, to the. 
bottom, with colours flying; because her· ant~
gonist was-" a frigate": ,,,hereas, had the Con-
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stitutioh been called " a 50.:gun tolhip," a de
fence only half as honorable as the Guerl'iere's 
was, would have g'ained for hel' officers and 
crew universal applause. 

Captain Hull, and the officers and crew of 
the Constitution, deserve much credit for what 
ihey did do; first, for attacking a British fri
gate at all; and next, for conquering one, a 
third inferior in force. It ,vas not for them to 
reject the reward presented by the "senate and 
house of representatives," because it expressed 
to be, for captUl'iug a ship, " mounting 54 
carriage-guns"; when, in reality, she only 
mounted, at most, 49. They, no doubt, smiled 
at the credulity of the donors; and, without 
disputing the terms, pocketted the dollars. But 
are we to sit still, and hear our gallant seamen 
libelled, because it may suit the Americans to 
invent any falsehoods, no matter how flagrant~ 
to force a valiant character upon themselves?
Let him, \Vho thinks so, pack himself off to the 
United States, and there join in defaming his 
countrymen. 

The editor ot the" Naval History," who, 
~ehilil1g1y, delights in mysterious language, says 
thus of the Guerriere's capture :-" It has mani
fested the genuine worth of the American tal'; 
and~that the vigorous co-operation of the coun
-t'ry is all he' requires, to enable him to meet. 
-~\;-el1·'t()ldel'·disadvantageous circllnistances, and 

12 
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10 derive glory from the encounter with, the 
nanil heroes of a nation which ·has so long l'uled 
the waves." In the midst of all this flummery, 
how came Mr. Clark to stumble upon" disad· 
vantageous circumstances"? 011 which side 

,were ·they P 
The Americans had reason, indeed, to exult 

at the capture of a British frigate. When, 
too, it .iskHownthat, at the time of the Little 
Be.It'saffair, that ship and the Gueniere be~ 
longed to one station, and were actually seeking 
each .othef; and that the Guerriere's officers, by 
language of defiance, and otherwise, subse:
~quentl~ rnade themselves extremely obnoxious 
. to the Amel'icans, -the reader will readily con-
ceive, that no frigate in the navy could have 
been so desirable a trophy as the one they did 
take. 

There is no question, that our vanity re
ceived a wound in the loss of the Guerriere. 
But, poignant.as wel'e the national feelings, re
flecting men hailed the 19th of August, 1812, as 
the commencement of an rera of renovation to 
the navy of England. Through such a mass of 
ships, however, the progress uf amendmen.t 

'would necessarily he slow. A real scarcity of 
sem-nen retarded the operation; and, ul1fortu
'nately, the class of ships, the least interested in 
. preparations to meet the Americans, had the 
,firstpick of the men. So that, even at the con-
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elusion of peace with the United States, not 
more than half our frigates had improved, in 
men, gunnery, or appointments; and as to oUl~ 
I8-gun brigs, it would have taken another three 
years' war, to render them as effective, as their 
implied f~H'ce} the character of the officers, and 
the Ii ves of the men, imperiously~en~anded. 

An author, whose book, says ol~e of his cri~ 
tics, " owes nothing to fiction, nothing to artful 
disposition of drapery, to affected attitude, or tQ 
gaudy, over-heightened colouring, but is aU 
matter of authentic history,"-has subjoined to 
his account of the Gueniere's action, a disser
tation upon the comparative force of the old 
British 38, (now 46,) and the American 44-gun 
ships. As it may be no iess amusing than in
structive to learn, by what species of logic the 
,Americans have persuaded themselves, and 
would persuade the world, that the force of 
" the American 44-gun frigates and of the BI,i. 
ti~h 388, is very nearly equal," Mr. Clark's 
highly-applauded arguments upon the subject 
are.hel'e given in his oWn words : 

" Much h~ving been said on the disparity of 
force between the American 44,;,gml frigates and 
> the British 38, the rates of the Constitution and 
-Gmirriere, it will, perhaps, not be out of place 
here, togive a comparative viewof the force of 
-each.· :Both the American 44-gun shipiil and the 
British 38-gun ships are constructed q:'D the 
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same principles, and theil' guns are placed in the 
same relative position, forming batteries oia 
similar nature. The guns in each ship are 
placed on the main or gun-deck, the quarter
deck, and the forecastle. The gun-deck, which 
may be considered as the line of defence; is 
about 176 fe:et long in the American 44-gun 
ships, and about 160 feet in the English 3S-gun 
ships. The line of defence, therefore, in the 
American 44-gun ships, exceeds the El1glishby 
about 16 feet. But, it is to be observed, that 
the length of the line of defence by no means 
implies strength. This essentially consists iIi 
'th.e number of guns that can be placed in bat:' 
tery, with advantage in a given line, and the 
strength of the ramparts and parapet"', in which 
jjght the sides of the ship may be considered. 
A line of defence of 200 feet, mounting 30 guns 
in battery, would be about one-fourth weaker, 
and produce an effect one-fourth less; than a 
line of defence of 150 feet long, mounting the 
~,ame number of guns, The American 44..:gun 
ships mount thirty 24.;pounders on the gun
deck, twenty four 32-polluder. carFonades, and 
hvo I8-pounders, on their quarter-deck and fore
castle, or upper decks. The British 3S-gun ships 
mOllnt twenty eight IS-pounders on theirigun .. 
deck, eighteen 32-pound canonades, and two 
IS-pounders, on their quarter-deck 'and fore;. 
,~astl(', besides a 24-pounder shifting' gun. III 
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an engagement between ship and ship, the effect 
produced is by the broadside, or the number of 
guns placed in battery on one side of the ship; 
so that only half the Iimnber of guns in a ship 
can be considered as placed in battery, in its 
length or line of defence. The number of guns, 
therefore, of the American 44-gun ships, placed 
in battery in its line of defence, of 176 feet, 
will be 28. The number of guns in the English 
38-gun ships, placed in battery in its line of 
defence, of 160 feet, win he 24; but, as they 
carry a shifting gun, which may be placed in 
battery on either side, the number win actually 
be 25; so that the number of guns in battery 
in the American 44-gun shj.:.>s, will exc;;eed tho~e 
in the English 38-gun ships only one-tenth. 
But the American line of defence is one-tenth 
longer, and consequently would be one-tentll 
.weaker than the English, if it had only the same 
number of guns in battery; consequently, the 
force of each, when the line of defence, and 
number of guns placed in battery are conSI
dered, is very nearly equal. 

" The American 44-gun ships carry 24-
pounders on their gun-decks; the English, 18-
pounders. But, are not 18-poulldersof sufficient 
weight of metal for the service of large frig'ates, 
and fully calculated to pl'Qduee every effect that 
may be required in an engagement between fri
g~ates?-. It has, moreorer, been asserted by tbe 
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officers of the Constitution, that the shot of the 
Java's IS-pounders were only three pounds 
lighter than those of the American 24-pounders, 
after accurately weighing them both; so that, 
con~equently, the difference in weight of metal 
was only one ... eighth. 

"!thas been asserted in the British news
papers, that the A merican frigates were 74s in 
disguise. It has also been asserted by an Eng
lish naval commander, in his official letter, that 
the American 44-gun ships were built with the 
scantling of a 74. If, by thi~assertion, he 
meant to insinuate tbat the American 44-gun·· 
ships were of the smne ,nature with a 74, or 
8bips of the line,. he has manifested an extreme 
want of candor, or want of professional know
ledge. 74-gun ships are all of the line ; that is, 
they have guns mounted on two gun-decks,_ 
extending the· whole length of the ship; or its 
line of defence, besides those on the quarter. 
deck and forecastle; and, in addition to these, 
there are guns on the poop. The length of the 
line of a 74 is abou t the same as that of the 
American 44-gun ship. A 74.,.gun ship.lllounts 
about 8S guns ;co;nsequent]y, the number of 
guns placed in battery in her line of defence, 
will be 44 guns; and, in the American frigate 
of 44 guns, only 28 in the same line of .defence I 
consequently, the strength of the line of defence 
of a 74, is not very far from double that of 3J. 
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American 44-gun ship, considered in respect of 
the number of guns, without taking into consi. 
deration the difference in wei'ght of metal, and 
the compactness and strength of sides. 

" This, we believe, sufficiently demonstrates 
the illiberality and absurdity of comparing the 
American 44-gun frigates to British 74s, with a 
view to disparage the tising glory of the Ame
]'ican navy, and to depreciate the noble exploits 
of her gallant tars." 

Although this elaborate performance purports 
to have been drawn up by no less a man than 
the "United States' topographical engineer,'? 
it shall not escape such an examination, at least, 
as will serve to expose its most important fal
lacies. 

That " the American 44-gun ships, and the 
British 38-gun ships, are constructed on the 
same principles," is an assertion that Inight be 
easily disproved; the latter having a wide waist, 
thatieaves no room for the use of guns along 
the gangways ;aild the former,an entire upper 
deck, reaching from stem to stern. (See plate 2.) 
Hut, as the British have built ships of a similar 
construction, and called them frigates; and, as 
the reader has already been put on his guard; 
against drawing any conclusions as to telative 
force, merely because two ships are classed under 
one denomination, (see p. 36,) the above state .. 
ment of Mr. Clark's may be allowed to pass. 

Mr. Clark's 44-gun frigate being- " one tenth 
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longer" than the 38-gnn frigate; has occasioned 
llim to say a great deal in depreciation of a long 
" line of defence." Among salt-wale1' engineers, 
or navy-men, a long ship is conf>idered to hay€ 

an advantage oYer a short one, as \vell ii'om the 
additional room upon her decks, as from her 
ability to bring one or more guns, at either ex
treme of her "line of defence," to bear diago.'" 
nally across her opponent. Of course, it is not 
meant to carry this principle ad infinitum"j but 
to confine it to ships, or floating batteries in 
general. Agreeably to Mr. Clark's doctrine, our 
old first-rates, of 16.5 feet gun-deck, were pre
ferable ships to our present :first-rates, of 205 
feet gun-deck; and the old three-decked 80s) 
of 156 feet, to a two-decked 80, of 197 feet. ;:3q 

,'. In moderate weathel', the ship with most 
decks, or "lines of defence," is certainly en. 
abled to throw her shot more, in a mass; and 
therefore with more destructive effect. On the 
other hand, b10wing weather and a heavy sea, 
may compel her to shut her lower-deck POI'ts; 
and at a time, too, when a large frigate, from 
the additional height of her ports, could .fight 
every gun she mounted. So that, taking' aU 
circumstances into consideration, the question 
of comparative force still resolves itself into-
the relative broadside-weight of metal.-.-Does 
the editor of the" Naval History" pretend" to 
say, that American !ohips do not CHl"I'y " ~hjftin~' 
guns" ? 
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After Mr. Clark has proved that the force of 
the American 44 and the British 38, is "very 
nearly equal," he asks:-" Are not 18~pounders 
of sufficient weight of metal for the service of 

large frigates; and fully calculated to produce 
every effect that may he required in an engage
ment between frigates?" If, by "large fri
gates," Mr. Clark means the American 44s, the 
answer to the first question is-no; because the 
deck-beams, sides, and timbers, of the 44, are 
calculated to bear 24-pouuders. If, by" large 
frigates," he means the present British 46s, 
(old 38s,) the answer is,-yes; because the deck .. 
beams,sides, and timbers of the latter, are cal
culated to bear only I8.pounders. This will ap
pear clearer by stating, that, while the 30 long 
24-pounders, with their carriages complete; 
placed upon the 44's main-deck, weigh 88to08, 
2 cwt, the 28 long I8-pounders, with their car
riages complete, placed upon the 38's or 46's 
main-deck, weigh but 67 tons, 18 cwt. 

As to the second question, that is already an~ 
swered; unless Mr. Clarke means to say, that 
the effect produced by an I8-pounder, is equal 
to the effect produced by a 24-pounder; or that 
the "effect required to be produced in an en~ 
g'agement between frigates" does not consist of 
destruction at all, but of something else; which 
somethillg he has not ventured to explain . 
. With respect to the Java's shot weighing more, 
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or the Constitution's less, than the nominal 
:weights, that has been fully answered in a pre
ceding page. (p. 10.) Whenever Mr. Clark 
can prove, that British 18, and American 24, 

pound shot, appl'Oach nearer, in diameter, than 
5.040 to 5.M:7, (inches and decimal parts,) his 

arO'uments will merit attention. A French 
~ 0 

IS-pound shot weighs 20.} pounds, English; 
which is only a trifle beyond "three pounds 
1igliter" than a shot weighing 24 pounds Eng
lish; and the Java, from which the shot in qU,es~ 
tio» was taken, had been a French ship, and. 
then recently fitted out f()r the first time. Might 
;no~ some of the French shot have been left 011 

board? In that case, the reaso11 for selecting, 
to be " accurately w~ighed,"one of theIQ, in 
preference to one of the English 18s, is obvious, 
As to the American shot selected to be .plac~q. 
in the opposite scale, who knows but that th~ 
American commanders order to be set apart, for 
this important service, one particular shot,--.-the 
smallest in the ship. 

o I~stead of proceeding to disprO\'e Captain 
Carden's assertion that "the Amerjcan 44.,.guQ. 
ships were built with the scantling of a 74," Mr. 
Clark shifts his ground to the "nature'~ of ~ 
74; and gives his readers a happy de6nit~oDQf 
" a ship of the line." 

The force of the American 'H-gun frigates, 
willnow.be fairly compared with that of several 
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classes of British ships; and, if to shame the 
Americans, be a hopeless task, it may yet be 
possible to convince the unprejudiced part of 
mankind, that our three frigates were captured 
by American ships, equal in force to British 64s. 

Because the Constitution carried lighter car
l'onades than either the United States or Presi. 
di=mt, Mr. Clark has selected her as his standard 
of an American 44-gun frigate. But the Con~ 
stitution is as able as they are, to carry 42-pound
ers; and the new American 44-gun frig'ates, 
Guerriere and Java, are stated to carry long 
32-pounders upon 'their main.decks. On the 
other hand, neither of our three captured fri
gates, the Gllel'l'iere in particular, was as effective 
as a well-manned, fully"equipped frigate of their 
class. As a mean in fOl'ce, of the five American 
44s, the United States will be preferred; a11d 
the full ;dimensions of an American 44-gUll fri
gatt can be given, with accuracy, by our fortu
nate possession of the 'president, 

The British 3S-gun frigate, selected as the 
standard of size, will be the Macedonian; fin;t, 
because she was one of the finest in the British 
navy; and next, because she is now in thepos
session of the Americans: who will therefore 

... have an opportunity of submitting the following 
state'ment of her dimensions; to the test of actual 
me~urement. 
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Comparative dimensions of the British 38, (01' 
new-rated 46,) and the American 44-gunfrigate. 

f over· all, being from fore· part Of} 

I 
figure-head, to aft-part of fife-rail, 

of spar·rleck, being from aft· part Of} 
, apron to fore-part of stern-timber 
! at the middle line, 

. ~ I extrem~, bein~ fr~m fore-part of stem} 
~ at heIght of maID·deck, to aft-part 
~J) ~ of stern-post, at height of wing-

~ I transom, 

(If lower-deck, being from aft-part Of} 
rabbit of stem, to fore·part of rab

! bit of stern-post, 

I if actuallteel, being from fore· part} 
of fore-foot, to aft part of stern-

l post, 

..=: { over all, or to outside of main-wails, 

.-t: extreme, or of frame, including the} 
~ plank at the bottom, 
~ moulded, or of frame only, 

Depth in hold, \icing from under-side Of} 
lower-deck plank to limber streak, 

r {aft, } 

I 
of'lower·deck,' midships, 

forward, 

5 quarter-deck, } 

\

' between main and O'an 0" ways " 
~ } b b , 

7J) t forecastle, 
~ <I from under side of false keel, to Up-} 
...... per part of figure-head, 

. I' from ditto, to upper-part of fife-rail, 

- from upper side of 'midship main- ~ 
deck port-sill, to water's edge at ~ 

l load· water mark, ) 

J ., d {afOre, 
,oau- raugh t of water, abaft, 

38. 44. 
l?t. In. Ft. In. 

HIO 3 QQ4 0 

163 6 182 9 

158 4 179 7 

154 6 173 S 

]40 4 156 6 

40 2 

39 6 
38 10 

13 6 

45 b 

44 4' 

43 ~ 

13 H 

6 5 {' ~ 
6 

6t 
7~ 
8 
~ 

o 6 i7 

6 G 
34 4 

38 8 

7 6 

17 9 
19 0 

{ ~ 
6 11 

39 1 

42 4 

8 8 

]9 4 
20 6 
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38. 411. 
Ft. In. Ft. In. 

{ broad, or sided, 1 0 1 4f 
:Main-deck beams, deep, or moulded, 0 11 1 31. 

%. 

{Width of, 3 0 3 5 
Ditto ports, distance between, 7 :5 7 5f 
Topsides, thickness {main-deck port-sills, 1 3 1 8 

of, at quarter-deck do. 0 11* 1 5 

Allain-mast, 
{ length, 92 0 101 6 

diameter, ~ 3!. .':I 5* 
1-

Main-yard, {Iengtb, 81 6 92 0 
diameter, 1 71. 1 8,[ 

2 2-

Main- {Brit. frig. 7 pairs, } each in cir-) 
shrouds, Am. do. 9 pairs, cumference, S 0 8 0 11 

In the diameter of the 44's main-mast, the 
quarter-fishes are included; inasmuch as they 
contribute to the security of the mast in action. 
The fore and main-masts of our ships have only a 
small fish, or paunch, in front, to admit the yard, 
in its descent, to pass clear of the mast-hoops. 

The difference between these ships in the 
quantity and stoutness of rigging, is an import. 
ant consideration. Were the American ship to 
lose from her shrouds, a quantity of cordage 
equal to the whole over the mast-heads of the 
British ship, she would still have enough left to 
s\lpport her masts. 

The relative stoutness of top-sides cannot 
be fully expressed by feet and inches; for, 
while the timbers of theAmerican 44 are placed 
as close together as they well can be, there IS a 

~: Including the q\.larter-~shes, see p,'1l2. 
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considerable space between each timber of the 
British 38. About three inches below the m;lin. 
neck port-sills, the President's sides are twenty
two inches through. In fact, an American ship 
of war is almost a bed of timber. 

Plate 2 represents the plans, accurately taken, 
of the quarter-deck and forecastl~ of the Presi
dent frigate, and a frigate built {rom the same 
draught as the Macedonian; and which conse
quently agrees in dimensions with the 3S-gun 
frigate in the above comparative statement. 
The difference between a narrow path 01' gang
way, for the convenience of walking to and from 

. the quarter-deck, and a broad space, calculated 
for carrying foUl' guns, is readily seen: as may 
be, in fig. 2. the ring-bolts for the breechings ~f 
those guns. The reason that rings are placed 
there, and not at the regular ports, is, that the 
breeching passes round each port-timber at the 
latter; while, at the former, there are no port
timbers, the hammock-staunchions forming the 
si~es of the ports. There is, also, at the gang_ 
way, or entrance on board the ship (a. fig. 2.) 
a regular port; having an iron plate fitted to re
ceive the bolt of acarronade-carriage. At a 
fig. 1. is seen the quarter-deck chace-port, with 
the forward inclination of its sides, and the want 
of room for the gun to recoil, otherwise than in 
an oblique direction. No gun i~ allowed for this 
port; the foremost q uartcr:.de()k gun (us nall y a 



1ig . .1. 
PLATE 2. .Fig. 2. 
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long gun) being intended to be shifted there, 
when necessary. The reason of the upper decks 
of the two ships differing so little in width, is, 
that fig. 1. is, what is called, wall-sided, while 
fig. 2.'s sides faU in as they rise. Upon the main
decks, the due breadth of each ship is preserved. 

The regular armament of a 3S 01' 46-gun fri
gate, is that of the Java. The armaments of 
the Macedoniall and Guerriere (except as to 
having a 12, instead of an IS-pound boat car
muade) were the same as the Java's, till altered 
by their 'respective commanders. A 46-gun fri~ 
gate's complement may be stated at 294 men, 
and 21 boys; total 315. 

The President's armament may be seen at a 
subsequent page; also the number of men which 
she had on board, at the commencement of the 
action that placed her in our possession. 

Comparative force of the British 38, (old rate,) 
and the American 44. 

British, ( old rate,) 38. American 44. 

Broadside-metal { long guns, 
in pounds, carronades, 

Complement, 

Size in tons, 

{
men, 
boys, 

261 408 
2.74 46'2 
-- 535 -- goo 

294 47'2 
2.1 5 

-- 315 -- 477 
1081 1533 

What have the Americans to urge against 
this? Is it not clear, that the relative effi

K 
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ciency or force of a British (old rate) 38, and 
an American 4,,1 gun frigate, instead of being, 
.as Mr. Clark says, "very nearly equal," is in 

the proportion (taking no advantage of frac .. 

tiol1s) of two ,to three? 
When the Guel'l'iere was captured from the 

French, she was pronounced, in reference to 
ships like the Blanche, "of the largest class of 
frigates." Take the Guerriere, as she then was, 
for a standard of the French "44-gun frigate": 
her force was barely equal to that of the British 
frigate in the above comparative statement. 
What then becomes of the mass of groans and 
lamentations to be found in British newspapers, 
magazines, and l'egist~rs, about the difference in 
the result of actions between British and French 
:fi-igates, and British and American frigates? It 
now allpears, clearly, th~t~ in the one case, the 
sl'ips were about equally matched; in the other~ 
!lot so by a fuB third. 

The relative force of the American 44-gUll 
frigate and the higher classes of his majesty's 
ships, comes next to be considered. . 

In the year in which the American 4·4s were 
built, (1797,) "ve had in commission four or five , _. 

hw-decked ships, rating also of "114 guns"; 
which, if the rate Vi'ere any criterion, would be 
about equal in force to the American 44_o·u~ 

b ... 

f}·igates. But they were much inferior to the 
'old 50-gun ship; whose force, ai we hay~ , 
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seen, ip. 71,) did not equal even that of an 
American 36-g'un frig·ate. 

The guns of the British 64, and the 74 and 
76, of the preiient rates, are here given together. 

British. 
( A -., 

64. 74. 76. 
Lower-deck, 2610ng 24-prs. 2S1ong 3Q-prs. '2Slong S'l-prs. 
Upper-deck, 26 - 18 - '28 - 18 - JO - 24 -

Q 
{ 

6 -- 12 -
r.-deckandi 2 - 9 - 8 - 12 -"' 68 ",carr.) -
forecastle, 12carr.32 - 12earr.32 - 12 _ :3<2 _ 

Poop, 5 - 18 - 7 - IS -1 7 - 18 -

Total, 71 guns. 83 guns. 85 gUllS. 

If the" admiralty-office navy-list" is correct, 
such of his majesty's ships as mount guns upon 
the poop, are still under-rated. The force of the 
above 74 is precisely that of the San Domingo 
and Va]iant, when on the An1.erican coast; and 
the force of the 76 is that of the Bulwark, when 
on the same station. Deducting from the Jatter, 
the two 6S-pound carronades, which ,,,ere the 
captain's guns; and, from each ship one of 
the IS-pound carronades, as being a boat-gun, 
both the Valiant and Bulwark, to correspond 
,,;ith the order in council, should rate as 82s. 
The San Domingo, although built in 1810, is 
not in the list, having been broken up thi/> 
twelvemonth. 

In the spring of IS}!'!, the new Leander, built 
of pitch.pine, and intended to match the Jarg~ 

K 2 
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American frigates, arrived on the Halifax sta
tion. She then mounted thirty long 24-ponnd
ers upon the main-deck; and twenty-four car
ronades, 42-pounders, and four long 24-pound
ers, upon the spar-deck; total 58 guns; besides 
an IS-pound boat-carronade. There ,vas here 
no disguise v't'hatever: the ship had hvo complete 
batteri~s of a side, reaching from stem to stern. 
The Leander was not the sort of frigate to en
tice the American 44s within gun-shot. The 
Americans proclaimed both her and the New
castle to be two-deckers; and who could say other
"rise? With the reduction of two of her 24s, 
and two of her 42s; and using the remaining 
two upper-deck 24s as shifting guns, one 011 the. 
forecastle, the other through the gangway-port, 
the leander might have been constructed as a 
regular ;54-gun frigate; and yet fought the same 
number of guns upon the broadside, within one, 
that she does at present. The Leander still 
mounts no more than 58 guns, and a boat-car
ronade; yet, in the" admiralty-office navy list" 
for March last, the Leander, Newcastle, Java, and 
ships of that class now building, rate of 60 guns; 
while, in the same list, the Saturn, Tazee, of much 
greater physical force, rates two guns fewer. 

What created the greatest surprise at Halifax, 
when the Leander first arrived there, was the ap
pearance of her ship's company. People natu
ra)lyexpected to see a picked crew of British sea-, 
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men. Instead of \-"hich, they saw taU and shol't, 
old and young; and sooo Jearnt that there were 
very few seamen in the ship. Nominally, the 
Leander was well mannect, for her books con
tained the names of 485; but 44 of them ap
peared as-boys. During' her first cl'uize, she 
·captured the U. S. brig Rattlesnake; whose of
ficers could not help sIl.liling at tbe idea of such 
a crew being sent out to oppose the Constitu
tion's; a sample of whose men, in the late crew 
of the Rattlesnake, 131 in number, was then on 
board the Lean:del'. The flimsiness of that ship~s 
topsides, and the smallness of her scantling, 
generally, also took the attention of the Ame
rican officei's; most of whom had served on board 
the Constitu tiol1. 

Thin sides, however, have their advocates. 
It is said that, when a ship is closely engaged, 
the thinner her sides, provided they can resist 
grape, the less destructive \~'ill be the shot in its 
pas~age through. The case of this very same 
Leander, when so gallantly engaged at Algiers, 
is brought forward. There, most of the shot 
that struck hel', passed through both sides, 
without splintering; leaving ,a hole no largel' 
than the shot itself. But, had the Leander 
come to action with one of the American 
4.4s; she having the weather-gage, and being 
determined to preserve, for the first half-hour 
at least, that distance, at which her skill in 
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gunnery could best display itself, the latter's 
~4-pound shot would have found their way 
through the Leander's sides, quite slow enough 
to splinter; while her 24-pound shot, or the 
greater part of them, would have lodged in the 
sides of the American ship.-Had the Algerines 
commenced firing when they ought, the Leander 
would have had splinters enough. 

Two other classes of newly-constructed fri
gates were also sent out upon the American sta
tion. The Severn, Liverpool, and Forth, dif
fered from the 38s, in carrying 248 upon the 
main-deck, and four additional 32-pound car. 
ronades upon the quarter-deck and forecastle. 
They had about 350 men and boys; and mea
sured a little under 1260 tons. It is difficlllt to 
say, for what description of American frigate, 
these ships were intended .. For a comparative 
statement of their force, the Endymion's action 
may be consulted. The other class alluded to; 
consisted of the Majestic, Saturn, and Goliah, 
razees, or cut-down 74s. The force of the first
nalned of these newly-invented frigates has 
been already given. (See p. 34.) In broadside
weight of metal, they were far too formidable 
to be esteemed a match for any of the American 
frigates, except the new Guerriere and Java. 
Their crews were tolerable: the Saturn's, ill" 
deed, was a remarkably fine one. 
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Compa.rative forc~ of tlte American 4 1t, witA flu; 

British 60,-o-1,-74,-and 76. 

British. 
,____ ..A.. _____ ;. 

American 44. 60. 64. 74. 76. 

Br. met. {I. guns, 408 408 .555 748 844 
inpds. carr. 462 504 246 264 3S2 

-900--912 --801 --1012 --1176 
Comple- {men, 472 441 462 553 603 

ment, boys, 5 44 29 37 37 
--477 --485 --491 -- 590 -- 640 

Size in tons, 1533 1571 1415 1718 1925 

Upon .the face of this statement, the Ameri. 
can 44-gull-ship is inferior in force to the 
British 60. Nor, had the former met and en
gaged the Leander, should we have been allowed 
to say. one word upon the quality of the men~ 
and the disproportion of boys, in the two com
plements, nor upon the difference in stoutness 
of ,scantling; of which the relative size..:ill tons 
is here a most fallacious criterion . 

. The PresidellJ and the Africa were, at the 
first of the war, cruizing at no great distance 
apart. Had they IUet and e;ngaged. here would 
have been a fair match. In broadside-weight of 
metal, the 64: is a trifle inferior ; and, in bad 
weather, might, like the two-decked 44 or 50, 
be compelled to shut her lower-deck port~: III 
mell, the 64 is also inferior, but has the advan
tage in boys. In size, no great disparity exi~ts. 
It may therefore safely be affirm€d that) eJ!..cept 
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the new 60s, the only class of ship in the BrItish 
navy, to whicQ an American 44-gun frigate is 

eq ual in force, is the 64. 
The 74 in the above comparative statement, 

if the boys are dismissed from the two comple
ments, does not appear to be so decidedly supe
rior to the ~\merical1 44-gun ship, as to warrant 
the author of the" Naval History" in exclaim
ing against the " illiberality and absurdity of 
comparing· the American 44-gun frigates to 

British 74s." 
It is believed that the American government, 

in publishing Captain Stewart's paper, (see 
p. 16,) wherein he states, that a 74-gun ship is 
a match for" three large frigates," had for one 
object, to check the further progress of an opi
nion, then becoming prevalent throughout the 
United States, that an American 44-gun frigate 
was, in truth, not very unequal in force to a 
British 74. But Captain Stewart's 74 throws a 
broadside of 1612, instead of 1176 pounds, the 
force of the British 76, (with two 68-pound car
ronades added to h.er established armament,)_ 
and his "large frigate," 680, instead of 900 
pounds. So that the American estimate relates 
to sh:ps ditr~ring ""idely in force from th-ose, 
between which the present comparison is made. 
It may serve to illustrate the remarks made at a 
preceding page (p. 17) upon Captain Stewart's 
argument about the difference in scantliugbe-
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tween74s and frigates, to mention, that the top
sides of the Independence 74, at the lower-deck 
port-siBs, are stated to be thirty one inches 
thick; while no British .. built 74 measures, at 
that place, more than twenty six inches. 

To complete the exposure of the Amerioans, 
f{)r having gasconaded so much at the capture of 
our 38, by their 44 gun frigates, it remains 
only to suppose a case, wherein an American 
44 is captured by a British ship, as much supe., 
rior in force to her, as she was to the 38. 

The set of figures that would g'ive that pro
pOl'tionare-broadside-w~ight of metal, 1514;
-complement, 722;-size in tons, 2173. As,
however, no ship in --the British navy, except the 
Caledonia or Nelson, throws a broadside equal 
to 1514 pounds, the above-mentioned 76 win, 
for argument's sake, be considered as possessing 
the required superiority in force. 

Chance might have hrought the President 
and Bulwark within sight of each other. But, 
where is the credulity to be persuaded, that the 
former would have staid to fight; much more, 
have fought on, till her masts were all shot 
away, her hull shattered to p~eces, and a third 
of her crew killed and wounded ?-Rather than 
miss the comparison, probability must be vio
lated, and such a case be supposed to have 
happened. 
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To finish the comparison, we must also sup
pose, that the British, Jost to all sense of shamt'!, 
-bereft of reason, in fact,-do actually publish 
thi!; capture of the American 44-gun ship by 
their 76, as a "glorious victory,"-knight the 
conqueror,-make him free of cities,-escof_t 
him on his journeys with a body of troops,
cheer him as he passes,-erect triumphal arches 
to him,-weigh down his sideboard withplate,
strike off medals, adorned with emblematical 
devices,-set sculptors, painters, and poets to 
work, to immortalize the" brilliant exp]oit;"
and\ finally, hang up, by way of sign, at every 
tenth public-house, a view of the action, Te. 
versi"g the size of the ships.-What would the 
other nations of Europe say?-What would 
America say? 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Frolic leaves Jamaica for Honduras-Sails thence 
with convoy-Hears of the American war
Encounters, and is disabled by , a severe gale of 
wind-Falls in with the Wasp-Sends convoy 
a-head-Details of the action-Frolic surren
ders-Re-capture of her, and capture of the 
lVasp-Frolic's and Wasp's darruig'~$; loss, dnd 
force-Statement of comparativeforceJ.....RemaT!cs 
thereon-Macedonian sails from Eng'land
Parts ·company with her convoy-·· Fails in uiith 
the United States-Sustains an irreparable acci
dent at the onset-Details of the engagement~ 
Damage, loss, and force, of each ship-Their 
"elative size considered~Commodore Chauncey's 
Qpinion of the frigate United States-Statement 
of comparative force-Remarlcs thereon-Mace
donian and French captured frigates. 

H. M. brig Frolic arrived in the West Indies 
in 1807, and continued cruizing' there till the 
middle of 1812; when she left Port Hoyal, Ja
maica, to coJleet the homeward. bound trade at 
Honduras, and convoy them to England. She
was, at this time, very short of complement; 
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and the majority of her crew in a debilitated 
state, owing to the length of time they had been 
on the station. Upwards of Ij,O would have been 
invalided, had the war with America been 
known, or even suspected. 

The Frolic left the bay of Honduras on the 
] 2th of September, with about 14 sail undet' 
convoy; and, when off the Havannah, Captain 
Whinyates was informed by a Guernsey ship, 
of the war with America, and the loss of the 
Guerriere, On the night of Friday, the 16th of 
October, the Frolic and her convoy encountered 
a violent gale of wind, in which they separated, 
and she had her main-yard broken in two places, 
and her main-top-mast badly sprung; besides 
much other damage. Her fore-top-Blast also 
had been previously sprung. 

Six sail of the convoy had joined before dark 
the next evening; and, on the following morn
ing; at daylight, while the Frolic's ineH were at 
,,,ork upon the main-yard, a sail hoye in sig'ht, 
which, at first, was taken for one of the missing 
convoy. Upon her nearing the Frolic, and l~ot 
answering the signals, the main-yard was got 
c.ff the casks, and lashed to the deck; and the 
Frolic hauled to the wind, under her close
reeved fore-top-sail, and boom-main-sail, to let 
the convoy get sufficiently a-head, to be out of 
danger. 

Captain Whinyates, having, two days before, 



OR I::AT BHITAIN ,AND AMERICA. 141 

passed a SpullAsh convoy protected by a brig, 
hoisted Spanish colours, by way of decoy. As 
soon as the stranger, which proved to be the 
U. S. sloop of war Wasp, Captain Jones, disco
vered that the ships of the convoy were nine 
miles right to-leeward, under aU sail before the 
wind, she bore down upon the Frolic. 

The Frolic ihed the first broadside, and con
tinued to fire with such rapidity and precision, 
that,_ in about foul' minutes, the Wasp's fore-top
mast came down, and she received other consi
derable damage; but, at that instant, the Fro
lic's gaff-head braces being shot away, and 
having no sail upon the main-mast, she became 
unmanageable. The Wasp accordingly took a 
raking position, while the Frolic could not 
bring a gun to bear. After the Frolic had sus
tained considerable loss by the Wasp's fire, she 
fell on board the enemy; who, for upwards of 
20 minutes, continued pouring in his unre
turned broadsides, and did stiH more execution 
hy his musketry. When resistance ·was quite 
at an end, the Americans boarded, and struck 
the Frolic's colours. 

Mr. Clark gives a more circumstantial ac
count of the action, than is contained in either 
official letter. (App. Nos. 13 and 14.) I-Ie 
.begins by stating, that the merch:int-r;hips were 
well manned, and that foUl' of them mocni:ed 

from 16 to 18 guns each; but that, "notnitb-
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standing, Captain Jones resolved to att~lck 
them. The convoy made their escape under a 
press of sail. About II o'clock, the Frolic 
shewed Spanish colours. The "'asp immediately 
displayed the American ensign and pendant. 
At 32 minutes past II, the Wasp came down 
to-windward on the larboard side of the Frolic. 
When within about 60 yards she hailed. The 
Frolic then hauled down Spanish colours, hoisted 
the British ensign, and opened a fire of cannon 
and musketry. This was instantly returned by 
the Wasp; and, nearing the enemy, the action 
became close and S'pirited. About four or five 
minutes after the commencement of the action, 
t1;le main-top-mast of the Wasp was shot away, 
and having fallen, with the main-top-sail-yard, 
across the larboard fore and fore-top-sail braces, 
rendel'ed her head-yards unmanageable during 
the remainder of the engagement. In two or 
three minutes more, hel gafr and mizen-top
gallant-sail were shot away. She , however. 
kept up a close and constant fire. The sea was 
so rough, that the muzzles of the Wasp's guns 
were irequently under wa'ter. The Americans 
fired as the side of their ship was going down; 
their shot, of course, eit her struck 'the Frolic's 
deck, or below it. The Emr.lish fired as their 

'--' 

vessel rose; their balls, consequently, only struck 
the rigging, or were inefiectu:l1. The "asp, 
having now shot a-head of the Frolic, poured a 
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.broadside into her, which completely raked her. 
She then took a position on the Frolic's lal'. 
board-bow, A most spirited fire was now kept 
up from the Wasp: it produced great effect. 
The fire of the Frolic had slackened so much, 
that Captain Jones gave up his intention of 
boarding her, lest both vessels' might be endan
gered by the ]'oughness of the sea; but, in the 
course of a few minutes more, not a brace of the 
Wasp was left: aU had been shot away. Her 
rigging was so much torn to pieces, that Cap
tain Jones was afraid that her masts, being un
supported, would go by the board, and the Fl'olic 
thereby be enabled to escape; he therefore r:e
solved to board, and at once decide the contest, 
\Vith this intention he wore ship, and ran down 
upon the enemy; the vessels struck each other ; 
the Wasp's side rubbed along the Frolic's bow; 
the jib-boom of the Jatter entered between the 
main and mizen rigging of the Wasp, directly 
over the heads of Captain Jones and his first 
lieutenant, Biddle, who were then standing to
gether, near the capstan. The Frolic now lay 
in ~o good a position for being l:aked, that it 
was resolved not to board until another broad
side ,had been poured into her. So neal' were 
the two vesse]s, that while the men were. load" 
ing the guns, the rammel'S of the Wasp were 
pushed against the Frolic's sides; and two of 
her guns wentthrollgh the b6w.ports of ·the 
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Frolic, and swept the whole length of her deck. 
About this time Jack Lang, a brave aud intre
pid seaman of the Wasp, and who had once been 
impressed by a British man-of-war, jumped on 
a gun with his cutlass, and was springing on 
board the Frolic, when Captain Jones, desiring 
to fire again before boarding, called him down; 
but, probably, urged on by his impetuosity, he 
did not hear the command of his captain, and 
was immediately on the bowsprit of the Frolic. 
Lieutenant Biddle, perceiving the ardor and 
enthusiasm of the Wasp's crew, mounted on the 
hammock-cloth to board; the crew immediately 
followed; but the lieutenant's feet being entan
gled in the rigging' of the Frolic's bowsprit, and 
Midshipman Bakel', in his ardor to board, lay:, 
ing hold of his coat, he fell back on the Wasp's 
deck; he directly sprang up, and, as the next 
swell of the sea brought the Frolic nearer, be 
got on her bowsprit, where Lang and another 
Seaman were already. He passed them on the 
forecastle; and was much surprised at not se~
ing a single man alive upon the Frolic's decl~, 
except the seaman at the wheel, and three offi
cers. The deck was slippery with blood,and 
strewed with dead bodies. As he went fot'ward, 

hhe captain of the Frolic, and two other officers, 
who were standing on the quarter-deck, threw 
down their swords, and made an inclination of 
their bodies as a sign of submission. The co-
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lours of the Frolic were still flying; none of her 
seamen, probably, dared to go into the rigging 
to strike them, for fear of the musketry of the 
'Vasp. Lieutenant Biddle, himself, immedi
ately jumped into the rigging, and hauled down 
the British ensign. Possession was taken of the 
Frolic 43 minutes after the commencement of 
the. action. She presented. a most shocking 
spectacle: . her berth-deck "I'as crowded with 
dead, wound~c1, and dying. Not above 2Q of 
her crew escaped unhurt." 

It .was very good of Ml". Clark t.o suggest, that 
Captain Jones resohred to attack the" four well
manned shi]Js,.armed with 16 or J8 guns c;lach." 

Captain Jones had ltO such intention; or he 
would not have waited till they w(;!re huB-down 
to-]eeward~before he closed upon the Fl'olic. 
The mercantile knowledge of an American com
mander was sufficient to inform him, that those 
ships would have forfeited their insurances, had 
they not obeyed the Frolic's signal to make the 
best of their way. There can be little doubt 
~hat a disabled American sloop of war would 
have cal~ed them to her pro~ection, instj:lad of 
engaging single-handed, under circumstances 
so disadvantageous. 

The argument about the two methods of firin~ 
is ingenious;. but the disabled state of the Fro • 

. Jic before a shot was fired, an~ her tot~lly 
-unmaI)ageabl4;l state. almost il!lln~diate)y after~ 

L 
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wards, accounts for the little execution she did. 
Previous to the loss of her boom-main-sail, her 
fi re was very far from being "ineffectual:" it 
was such as, could it have been continued, 
would have captured the Wasp, in a quarter of 
an hour more. Owing to the Frolic's very light 
state, (she having scarcely any stores on board,) 
and her inability to carry sail, the heavy sea 
going, caused her motion to be much more quick 
and violent than that of the Wasp. Under sucJt 
circumstances, it was difficult to point the guns 
with precision; but, highly to the credit of h~r 
officers, the Frolic's men had been exercised. 

Mr. Biddle's family resides in Philadelphia~ 
within a door or two of Mr. Clark's publisher; 
who therefore could do no less than insert his 
neighbour's account _ of the action. But, in 
justice to a ga]]ant young man, it is but fair to 
state, that Lieutenant Rodgers, of the Wasp, 
was the first American officer on board the 
Frolic. 

Neither Captain Jones nor Lieutenant Biddle 
mentions a word about the crippled state of the 
Frolic, previous to the engagement. That~ 
among honorable men, it is customary, in offi
cial accounts, to do justice to an enemy, the 
Americans themselves have had an instance, in 
Captain HiHyar-'s letter, detailing the capture 
of the EBsex. He there particularly notices 
.. ~ the yery discouraging circumstance of her 
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having lost hel: main-top-mast." (App. No. 71.) 
And Captain Tobin, of the Andromache, in his 
retter, detailing the capture of la Traave, mag
nanimottsly excuses her feeble resistance thus:
"Indeed, such was the disabled state of her 
masts Ih'eviouslyto our meeting, that any fur
ther opposition would have been the extreme of 
i'ashri-ess." "(Nav. ehron. vol. xxx. p.443.) 

The Frolic was much shattered in her hull; 
and both her masts feU over the side, in a few 
minutes after she surrendered. She lost 15 men 
killed; her first lieutenant and master, 'mor
tally, and her commarider and second lieute
nant, severely, wounded; also 43 of her men 
wounded severely and slightly: SOUle of whom 
died afterwards. 'Not above 20 men remained 
on the· Frolic's deck, unhurt: the remainder 
were' below, attending the wounded, and per
forming other duties there. The only officer 
not badly wounded was the purser. It was the 
musketry of the Americans that so augmented 
the'loss, particuhtrlyamong the wounded. The 
second lieutena~t, Frederick B. Wintle, had two 
balls in him, besides being wounded by three 
otbe.·s.' , 

The' Wasp bad a fe,~ shot in her hull, and 
obepassedi'rtear the magazine; yet, according 
to Mr.' Clark, or Lieutenant Biddle rather, the 
Frolic" 'fired' ,toO high. The Wasp's main-top
nlMt ,f'lls shot Ilway, and her three lowtir-masts 

L2 
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were wounded;' but, owing to the 'goodnes's of 
th~ ~ticks, they remained standing. Captain 
Jones says, he had "five killed and 'fiye 
wounded;" (ApI" No. 14;) but some time after 
the W~asp and Fro1ic had been taken possession 
of by the Poictiers 74, two men v"ere found 
dead in the Wasp's mizen-top, and one in the 
majn-top .. mast-stay-sail netting. When ques
tioned as to their loss, the Americans gave diffe
rent accounts; ahd it is not likely that Captain 
Jones could speak positively on the subject, 
considering that both his own vessel and his 
prize ,,,ere taken from him, in less than two 
hours after the action terminated. . 

It is fortunate, that Captain Jones and Lieu
tenant Biddle did not apprize each other, how 
they meant to arm the Frolic, in their letters 
home; as the essential difference in their state
ments made e\'en Americarrs waver. The real 
force of the Frolic was sixteen carronades,' 32-

pounders, two long 6-poundel's, and a 12-pound 
boat-carronade, mounted upon the top-gallant
forecastle; total:~ If) guns. - Her people Imd, 
somewhere in the '\1' est Indies,' weighed up, (jut 

. of shoal water,a'12-pound carronade; whi'dl) 
during the actiol), remaiiled lashed to the de<:k, 
under tqe top;.gallint forecastle. Captain j~nes 
converted the' Frolic's hvo 6s" and t.his dis
mounted carronade, into "four 12-poundefs 
upon the main-deck," and the single cartonade 
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upon the top-gallant forecal';t1e~ into "two] 2-

pounders, carronades ;Hmaking the Frolic's 
total force ainount to " 2'2 guns." Lieutenant 
Biddle correctly enumerated the whole of the 
guns, but made " two long 9s" of the 6s; and, 
what must have been a wilful mistake, repre
sented the mounted and dismounted 12-pound 
carronades, as "32-poundcarronades," by giv
ing the Fl:01ic 18, instead of 16, of the latter. 

The Fl:olic)s complement, on. going into ac
tion, consisted of 91 men, and 18 hoys; (most of 
them very young;) togethel"with one passenger, 
an ·invalided soldier; total 110. Capta~n Jones 
knew his interest too wen, to touch upon the 
Frolic's complement. Her men, as stated be
fore~ had heenfor some years in 'a West lndia 
climate; and upwards of 40 of them ought to 
have -heen invalided: none, in short, were in 
robust, health. They, however, behaved ex~ 
tremely wen; and continued cheering during 
the whole of the action.. One of them, when 
desired by Lieutenant Biddle:to strike the Fro
l~c'scolours, then lashed to the main-rigging, 
very proper1yreplied,-" As you have posses
sion,of .thE;l brig, you may do it yourself." 
",~he ,Wasp mounted sixteen carronades, 32-
p~l,md.ers,a,nd two brass long 12-pounders. She 
bad,f}lso on board, two brass 4 or 6-ponnders, 
:'Yltich she usually .carried in hel' tops; but which 
had been bl'ought on deck in the gale of the 
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15th. They were mounted on small ~~rriages; 
but not, it is believed, used in the actio.n. AI .. 
though Captain Jones could enumerate morEl 
guns than were any where to be {oupd in the, 
frolic, be takes care that bi~ own nUIllber shan 
not include these 4 or 6-pounders, . by stating, 
that the Frolic, with her "22 guus," wassupe." 
rior to the Wasp by" fQur l~".pounders," '. :." 

The muster-bookQf the Wasp contain~,d 14~ 
l.lameS; but only 130 prisoners were receiv~(,l by 
the agent at Bermud~. Cllptain Jones Ul,ent~Q.n~ 
the Joss of two men., along with t4~jib-b~)oqI~ 
on the 15th; and" N iles'prjz~:list" J:Q@:gtigl!s~ 
re-captured bl'ig, as sent into .B.qston by tPft 
Wasp. The date of the re.,.captme dges npt 
ilppear; but, it is probable, it o~C?urre4 pn J~~ 
Wasp's passage from Franc~, whepce sh~arriv~, 
in the Delaware some tjme ~IJ. J~Iy.Ther,e 

~ould not have been more th~n ejghtmeJ}s~pt, 
in the re~captl1red brig; which, men, we will; 
suppose, had not joipe(l their, shwprevious til: 
her sailing in October. Thlls, fi~ingthe DlPU,. 
i?el' killed at eight, we have 1~~ (oX tbe, C9~rr 
plement oCthe Wasp on going into ~~ti()~., Th,t 
cause of truth would hav~ benefitted gn)a~IJ;1\ 
had the American comm~nders tilk~n half as 
n:HlCh pains to fix the~omplellWl1ts o,£J31'i~ 
tish ships. Never was a finer crew seen, th~n~ 
was on board the 'V asp. S~e ha.d fqur lie~te-l 

p.ants; and, while the Frolic haq only one mid;, 
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shipman, and he a boy, the Wasp had 12 or 13 

midshipmen, chiefly masters and mates of mer
chantmen: stout able men, each of whom could 
take charge of a ship. Their chief employment 
in the action, was as captains of the guns. 
Among the crew, was one lad of 18; the re .. 
mainder were from 20 to 35 years of age: all 
stout, athletic fellows, in full health and v.jgor~ 

A great proportion of them ""ere Irishmen; and 
several, delilel'ters from British ships. 

It is now that the reader can appreciate Mr. 
Biddle's vivid description, of " the ardor and 
enthusiasm of the Wasp's crew" in boarding 
the Frolic; whose originally debilitated crew 
had then become reduced in number to scarcely 
a third of the assailants, and were without an 
officel' ill a situation to head them. Captain 
Jones's statement, that "no loss was sustained 
on either side after boarding," was calculated 
to cast a slur upon the British.· A view of the 
relative numbers at the boarding moment, is aU 
that is required to dispel any such impression. 
If wounding an already wounded man is to be 
accounted a " loss," Captain Jones is incorrect 
in saying, "no loss was sustained on either 
side," for MI'. Biddle's friend, Jack Lang, on 
his mountihg the Frolic's forecastlf', actually 
lodged a musket-ball in Lieutenant ·Wintle's 
rigHt thigh; and this, while he was preven1ing 
one of the Frolic's men from firing at Lieutenant 
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Rodgers. Some one else of the boarding..;party;' 
at the same moment, fired at and wounded Cap. 
tain Whinyntes; who, like his brave second,~ 

lieutenant, could scarcely keep the deck, from: 
the severity of the wounds he had·' previously.: 
received. 

The Frolic was built in 1806; the Wasp in 
1801. The principal dimensions of the two: 
vessels here follow :-

Frolic, brig. 

Ft. In. 
Length on deck, from rabbit to rabbit, 1000 
Breadth, e]{treme, ~o , 7 

Wasp, lihip. 

Ft. In. 
105 IOf·,· 
~O 10 

The Wasp's scantling was as stout as a British' 
28-gun frigate's ; especially 'at ber top-sides. 
She was taken into the service; but, unfortu
nately, foundered at sea, as is supposed, in the 
spring of 1814. 

Compamtiveforce of the two vessels. 

Frolic. 

Broadside-metal in pOllllds, {I. guns'66 
. carr. £ 8 

.. - 274 
Complement, { men, 9'2 

boys,·]S 

Size in tons, 
ll<il 
384. 

: Wasp. 
1'2 

256 
- '268 
)37 

I 
-- )3S 

434 
::.' \-

With Captain Jones' official letterbefote'it~ 
the American court of inquiry (App. No. 16} 
could not say less than--:" the brilliant·'and 
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s:nc c{'Ssfu 1 action. with his :Britannic M. S. 
EroIlc, of ·superior force to the Wasp; and even, 
the most moderate American, while he may be 
brought t9 . doubt the equality of force in some 
of the naval actions, will exultingly remind 
you that, "in the action of the 'V asp and 
1trolic/'-using the words of Mr. Clark,~" the 
superioritY9f force, certainly, was on the side of. 
the British." 

Truly, there does appear to have been, in 
broadside-weight of metal, a " superiority" of.
onejorty-si';,:th part.-But have we not seen th'lt, 
while the British brig' went into action crippled 
1?ya gale, the American ship had her masts a_1d 
yards all perfect; that, while the fon~er begal~ 
the attack with 92 men, and 18 boys, chiefly de; 
bilitated by sickness, the latter had 137 men, 
and one nominalboy, all lusty and healthfuf? 
-Let, then, the reader form his own judgment 
of the comparative force of the Frolic and Wasp. 

~o,wever,disagre~able to the Americans, it is 
but lair to mention, that, not many months pre
vious ~,~the capt'ure qf the Frolic by the Wasp, 
the'AI~rit;y, a sister-brig to the former, and 
mountin!g the same number and description of 
grins, . but iwithout having been crippled by a 
gale~ was captured off Bastia, in the island of 
<:::9rsica, after a close action of half an hour, by 
the FI;epch.hrig of war AbeilJe, of 20 guns; as
~!!eiLt!y .• th:e French (and. not denied by the 
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;British) account to h:},ve been 24-pound can·on. 

ades: complemfmt not mentioned. The Ala .. 

crity's loss is stat~d to have been 15 killed, antI 

20 wounded; the AbeiUe's, .7 killed, and 12 

wounded. In the N ava}·Chron. vol. xxxi. p. 486, 

will be found the sentence of the court-martial 

upon the Alacrity's surviving officers and crew. 

They were all acquitted; as, it need hardly be 

added, were those of the Frolic, with deserved 

encomiums upon the bravery displayed in her 

defence. 

II. M. S. M;lCedoni~n sailed from England on 

or about the 29th of September, with an India· 

man under convoy to a certain distance. Hav

jng parted with her, and while proceeding to 

the North American station, the Macedonian, 

on the 25th of October, fell in with the U. S~ 

ship United States, seven days from Boston; 

wbich port !iha had left along with the squadron 

under Comn~odol"e Rodgers. An action ensued; 

of which the British and American details are 

gi\Ten il,l tile official letters to he found in the 

App~ndjx. (N{)s. 18. and 19.) 

In hal'ing down to attack the Alnerican ship, 

thewhole of the Macedonian's can-onades onthe 

engaging sidf:, lind their chocks, which, ill thiS' 

frigate, were fitted Qutside, cut away by theTak

ing fire of the l'nited States. Thus was disabled 

the entirel~pper-dHk battery Qf the Macedonian; 

before Ghe had well hegun th~action. Subs£>-
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quentIy" all the other carronades but two, were 
disabled by the same means. The" Sentence 
of the court-martial" does not fail to notice 
th~t, " previous to the commencement of the 
action, from an over-anxiety to keep the wea'';' 
ther-gage, an opportunity was lost of closing, 
with the enemy; and that, owing to this cir
cumstance, the Macedonian was unable to bring 
the United States to close action, until she had 
received material damage;" but very justly ac
quits Captain Carden, his officers and crew, of 
" the lUost distant wish to ke,ep b~ck from the 
engagement." 

Commodore Decatur's assertion, that the Ma
cedopian was "at no time within the complete 
effect of his musketry and grape," is untrue: 
for, long before the action ended, Mr. O'Brien~-, 
the Macedonian'li surgeon, extracted from the 
right arm-pit of a midshipman, an iron shot, 
weighing twelve ounces; which was either a 
canister or " grape," beyond dispute. Although, 
" for the first half-hour," the United States" did 
not use her carronadeli," the qisabled st~te of 
th(} Macedonian, before that halt:'~our had 
elapsed, p~().ves that she was withi(l fail' range 
Qf the American 248; and it is at long shot, 
chiefly, that the" obvious superiority of gun
nery" shews itself. At such a safe distan'ce, 
the "&teadx conduct" of the United States' 
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crew, might,' as the commander says, well 
" equal the precision of their fire." 

Admitting that Captain Carden 'erred in the 
distance at which he chose to engag~ the United; 
States, and the way in \\;hich he approached: 
he;, * the disabled masts, shattet'edhutl, and 
sl~ughtered crew,' of the Macedonian, afford 
ample proofs that she was not surrendered, tin 
all hopes were at an end. Captain Carden states 
the action to have lasted "two hours and ten 
minutes;" Commodore Decatur, " an hour and 
a half." Captain Hull has tal1ght us how to 
explain this. Commodore Decatur dated the 
commencement of the action from the time his 
opponent was within carronade-i'ange: so that, 
by adding to his account, "the first half-hour~" 
in which, as he says, he did not use his carron
nades, we have two hours as the duration' of the 
action; only ten minutes sh()rt of the' time 
stated by Captain Carden. 

The damages of the M~icedonian are. very 
f1,l1ly'detailed iQ the British official account~ 
For rendering her sea-worthy, and f()r after
wards con~ucting her borne in safety,' much 
credit. is due . to. the' American officers and 

• J' It' 

crew. It is singular, IlO doubt, that the two 
l!ihips" during a six week's passage~cross a\Vi~e 

. '* See Clerk's" Essay on Naval Tactics," p. 24. ' 
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exte~t of sea, should not have met one out of 
the many British cfll,izers a-float. " 

The Macedonian lost in the action,l master's 
mate, the schoolmaster, boatswain, 31 'petty
.officers, seamen and marines, and 2 boys, killed; 
,2 seamen mortally, 5 petty-officers and seamen 
,dangerously, her first lieutenant, 1 midshipman, 
23 petty-officers, seamen and marines,and 4 

· boys, severely; and her third lieutenant, i mas-
· ter's mate, and 30 petty-officers, seamen 'and 
,marin:es, slightly wounded: total, killed 36; 

wounded 68. 

The two accounts differ greatly as to the da
,ni~ge sustained by the United States. 'While 
,Captain Carden says: " The enemy has suffered 
much in masts, rigging, and hull, both above 
and below ,'"ater;" Commodore Decatur says : 
" The damage sustained by this ship was not' 
such as to, render her return into port neces-

,sary." Th~ manner in which tlle action was 
fought, and the Macedonian's disa~led state at 
the early part f!f it, afford no reasonable ground 

:fo1' supposing, that the damages of the United 
· States \vere very important.~One of the office~s 
cwrifes 3sfollows :-" It is l'emarkablethat, dur-
" " " 

)ng an, action of one hour and 'a half, and a fire 
'.'-J.,lticbl ,believe was never equalled by any ~ingle 
de~k,'ridtan accident occulTed, nor a rope-yarn 
of our gun-tackle straine4.-All the guns on 
th~ quarter-deck, and forecastle of the Macee 
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donian were dismounted, or rendered unser~ 

viceable." 
The Joss of the United States is stated by 

Commodore Decatur at no more than 5 killed, 
and 7 wounded. Among the latter is included, 
"Lieutenant Funk, who died four hours after 
the action." Mr. Clark, also, notices one of the 
seamen as having been mortally wounded; which 
coincides with Captain Carden's statement, that 
a lieutenant and six men had been thrown over
board. According to the proportions between 
the killed and wounded, the American slightly 
wounded cannot have been enumerated; a cit,
cumstance that receives confirmation from th'e 
fact, that the American officers, when questioned 
on the subject of their loss, told each a different 
story. 

The Macedonian's established an.]ament was 
the same as the Guerriel'e's; but, owing to 
some altei'ations made at the instance of beT' 
commander, she also mounted 49 guns: tw(mty 
eight long IS-pounders upon the main~deck, 
eighteen (instead of the customary sixteen) car
l'onades, 32-pounders, a I2-pound launch-car
l'onade, and two French brass 9-pounders, upon 
the quarter-deck and forecastle. The launch-~ 
carronade,being usually mounted upon aDele
vuting caniage, to fire over aU, becomes 'partIO! 
the broadside-force. . 

So long as au enemy has a l'ight to enumerate 
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the guns of his ad versary as a part of her force, 
it becomes . of national importance that com
mandm's -should be restrained from mounting on 
board their ships, any more guns than the 
establishment allows; without, at least, fUl'llish
ing and maintaining, at their own expense, the 
requisite number of additional hands. 

The Macedonian victualled', on the morn
ing of the action, 300 souls; consisting 'of 
270 men, 22 boys, and a band of eight fa
,'eigners, then lately received out of the pi'isoti
ship at Lisbon. . The latter refused to fight; 
and were therefore put in the hold during the. 
actiOl'. Of course, they will be excluded from 
the estimate. No complement is given to the 
Macedonian, in Commodore Decatur's letter .. 

The band, as may be supposed, instantly de .. 
sel'ted to the enemy: whose triumph now be
came a fit subject for tbe disp1ay of th'eir mu .. 
sical talents. Some of the Macedonian's fo~ 
reigners, not 'of the band:, also entered thEi 
American service, Nor is- it . surprising; that 
many of the-BrItish deserted; cOllsidei'ingwhat 
p~werful inducements were held out to them. 
-:t;:~,~. were given ·sums of money; promised 
gt:~I)~~of land; and kept continually drunk;, 
lUl~iJ~arried into the countl;y, beyond the con;.; 
tn~l,tlof their officers. The law of honor is 
binding between nations, as well as individuals; 
a~<l,'oSurely, there cannot bea grosser infractiou 
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of it, than insidious attempts to withdraw from 
their allegiance the subjects of an honor~ble 
enemy. 

The United States mounted thirty long 24-
pounders, described as English ship-gllllS;upon 
the main-deck; sixteen carronades, L12-Jlound~ 

ers, upon the quarter-deck; a 12 or IS-pound 
carronade at her gangway-port on either side; 
(see plate 2. fig. 2, a.) six carronades, 42-pound
ers, and two long 24-pounders, upon the fore
castle;" making, with three howitzers, 6-pound· 
ers, one in each top, 5S guns. It is probable, 
owing to the commodore's complaint, that he 
could not reach the Macedonian with his car
ronades, that one of the forecastle 24s, instead 
of the shiftingcarronade, was fought throngh 
the gangway-port, and the latter placed upon 
an elevating carriage,so as to fire over all, in 
the usual manner; thus presenting a broadside 
of 32 guns. The force of the United States 
has been so estimated at a preceding page; 
(p. 129;) but, as the British officers, when 
brought on board, found both the 24s stationed 
upon the forecastle, (a reference to the plate, 
will shew the facility of transporting them from 
one end of the deck to the other,) the number 
of broadside-guns will, in the present instance, 
not be encreased beyol1d 31. . 

The top-guns, being considered as a masked or 
concealed battery, and the shifting carronade as 
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it " boat-gun," are necessarily excluded from 
the American accounts. ·With those excep~ 

tions, a New York paper of May, 1813, men
tions the recent I'eduction of the frigate United 
States' armament" from 54, to 48 guns:" which 
,confirms Captain Carden's statement, as to the 
number of his opponent's guns; and as to. their 
caliber, the correspondence, and other proceed
ings, relative to the New-London challenge, have 
since placed that beyond a doubt. 

The complement of the United States was, as 
admitted by her officers, 478. Only four boys 
were seen in the ship; and the Macedonian's 
officers, it will be recollected, were upwards of 
six weeks on board. 

The crew consisted of picked seamen, all 
,young and vigorous. A gl:eat proportion were 
known to be British sailors: which accounted 
for many of the gims being named after British 
ships, and some of our celebrated naval victories. 
The Macedonian's men recognized several old 
shipmates; and an officer's servant, a young lad 
from London, named William Hearne, actually 
found amon~ the hostile crew-his own brother! 
-This hardened traitor, after reviling the 
British, and applauding the American, service; 
used the influence of seniority, in trying to per
suade his brother to enter the latter. The ho
nOl'abl~ youth, with tears in his eyes, replied:-

M 
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c, If you are a d-d rascal, that'!> no reason I" 
should be one." 

The Macedonian was built at Woolwich in 
1810, Her full dimensions have appeared al .. 
ready. The United States was built at Phila
delphia; and launched_ on the lOth of May) 
1797, She cost 299,336 dollars, or67,350l. 148, 7d, 
sterling. Her dimensions are similar to those 
of the President and Constitution; although her 
model may be somewhat different. 

Two statements of the comparative size of 
the Macedonian and United States, have ap
peared in the American prints. Both make 
the Macedonian's "length on deck, 166 fe~t;" 
that of ' the United States·" 176 feet." One 
·statement makes the Macedonian's "breadth of 
beam 42 feet 8 inches;" and that of the United 
States" 42 feet:" the other statement makes 
the "Macedonian's " breadth of beam 48 feet 
.s iilChes, tonnage 1325;* that of the Unjted 
States H 48 feet, tonnage 1401')." Admitting 
the" 48'"' to be a typographical error, ,there are 
Jew Americans who will not still insist, that fhe 
two ships do not differ in length by more than 
~10 feet; and that their extreme breadth is about 
the same. One could almost imagine, that the 
Macedonian had suddenly acquil'ed thestretcking 
:qualities of her new masters. 

it: The Macedonian's true American tonnage i~ IO:tl. ,. 
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-If, during her stay at New York, that was the 
case, she had, when subsequently seen at New
London, shrunk to her original size. In Octo~ 
bel', 1813, the Macedonian, United States, and 
Hornet, each painted bJack, were, by an Eng
lisman, seen at anchor about five miles above 
New Loudon. Owing to the three ships lying 
dose together, and their being painted alike, 
a spectator, standing on the banks of the ri
ver, was enabled to form a tolerable idea of 
their relative size. It required , truly, no very 
steady gaze to discover, which was the late 
British, which the American frigate. Upon 
the same person afterwards seeing H. M.. ships 
Nymph and Newcastle, also painted alike, an
chored, head and stern, in Halifax harbour, 
he was forcibly struck with the same appearance 
of disparity, in hull, spars, and rigging. 

How are we to understand Commodore De
catur, when he says: " She (the Macedonian) 
is a frigate of the largest class" ?-Suppose the 
Newcastle, a frigate about the same size as 
the .United States, had captured the Congress, a 

.• frjga~e ab~ut 50 tons larger than the Macedo
nian. Would Lord Stuart, in his official Jetter, 
have ~aid :-" She (the Congress) is a frigate of 
,the Jal'gest class" ?-Perhaps Commodore Deca
tur had some scruples about considering his ship 
as a frigate; and meant only to cOIl1pal'e the 

.~' .. '~.'.' .. 

Ma~edonian with some of the old British 3S-guD 
1\1 2 
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class; such as the Arethusa, Sea-horse, and se
veral others. He certainly has not, in any part 
of his letter, styled the United States a "fri
gate"; as Captains Hull, Bainbridge, and Stew,,: 
art, in all their's, have not failed to sty Ie the. 
Constitution. 

As a proof how much the Americans, in ex
pressing their opinions, are governed by circum
stances, Commodore Chauncey, in a conversa., 
tion };especting the capture of the President, 
held with some British naval officers, since the 
peace, declared, that he would much rathe~, 

fight a battle in the frigate United States, be
cause l}er sides were stouter than the President's, 
and she would, he thought, stand a longer 
battering. Captain Cal·den therefore deserves 
cl'edit·for his moderation, when speaking of his 
opponent's scantling; and the attempts of the 
Americans to equalize the two ships, in size, can 
now be better understood. 

Comparative fOTce oj the two ships. 

Macedonian. 

Broadside-metal in pounds, { 1. guns, 261 
.' carr. 300 

-561 
Complement, { men, 270 

boys, 22 
--292 

Size in tons, 1081 

U. States. 

384 
492 
- 816" 
474 .. 

4 
-- 47~ 

1533 

I, Here, another case of H very nearly equal 
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fotcp-," turns uut to be a superiority on the 
American side, of fuB one third.-Nay, a spe",: 
cial committee determined, that the Macedo
nianwas quite equal to the United Stat,e$; and, 
an act of congress of the 28th of. June, 1798, 

having provided that,-" if a vessel of superior" 
or equal force, shall be captured by a public
armed vef:;sel of the United States, the forfeiture 
shall accrue wholly to the captors,"-the anlount 
of the Macedonian's valuation, 200,000 dollars, 
was paid over to Commodore Decatur, his offi .. 
(:ers, and crew. 

, The disparity in execution was, in thisac
tion, about the same as in the 1Guerriere's. 
Where ships are equal in force and gunnery" an, 
accidental shot may disable one ship; so that 
she cannot manreuvre" nor bring more than a 
few gnris to bear; while her fortuimte adver
sary plays round her; sweeping her decks at 
every broadside. The relative execution, after 
that period, depends not more on the prowess of 
one party, than on the fortitude of the other. 
S4QulCl, the disabled spip have been, from the 
first, instead of equally matched, the weaker of 
the two, her loss; both previous, and subsequent, 
toh~r ,9~sa1:>itity, will be proportionably greater. 
If, not in force only, but in gunnery and equip-, 
ll1~nt for war, she is decidedly inferior, is it ex., 
traordinary that, after a two hour's cOht~st, the 
disp~ity in .execution should be asgr~a,t, affijit 



166 NAVAL OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

certainly was, ill both this and the preceding' 

frigate-action? 
The Americans have admitted, that" all the 

guns on the quarter-deck and forecastle of the 
Macedonian, were dismounted," while" not an 
accident occurred" on board the United States. 
This forms the prominent feature of this action; 
and is of itself sufficient to account for the 

inequality of loss. 
The" NavallVIonument," upon the authol·ity 

of one of the officers of the frigate United 
States, says of the Macedonian,-" She is just 
such a shir as the English have achieved all 
their single-ship victories:in. It was in such a 
ship that ~ir Robert Badow took the Africaine, . 
that Sir Michael Seymour took the Brune, and 
afterwards the Ni~men, that Captain Milne 
took the Vengeance, Captain Cooke tlte la l"otte, 
Captain Lavie the Guerriere, Captain Rowley 
the Venus; and God knows how many others. 
She is in tonnage, men, and guns, just such a 
ship as the English prefer to all others; and 
have, tin the Guerriere's loss, always thought a 
match for any single-decked ship afloat." (Nav. 
Mon. p. 24.) . 

The fact is, none of the ships here named, 
carried 24-pounders upon the lItain-deck; nor, 
except the Brune, :Forte, and Guerriere, mounted 
more than 44 guns. If we deduct the" troops 
an~ artificers" from l' Africaine, and the "las~ 
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ears" from la Forte, nOlle of the ships had a 
greater complement than 320. In point of size, 
none, except la Vengeance (see p. 6;5) and la 
~ enus, exceeded the Chesapeake; and" that by a 
trifle only. 

Had not the Americans, (and they were t,he 
{tnly nation,) in dread of "just such a ship, in 
tonnage, men, and guns," as the Macedo
nian, constructed a class of ships, which they 
called frigates, each, by their own account, "su
perior to any European frigate of the usual di
mensions,"-" just such a ship" as the Macedo
nian would still be "a match for any single
decked ship afloat."-Let the Americans, for 
the future, send to sea, frigates no larger and 
heavier than the strongest we ever, " in sil1~le
'ship victol'ies/' took from the French, or from 
any other power; and we pledge ourselves, in 
case of war, to serve those frigates, twice out of 
three times, as we did the Africaine, Brune, 
Niemen, Vengeance, Forte, Guel'l'iere, Ve~us, 
and "God knows how many others," not for
getting the U. S. frigate Chesapeake. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Java commissioned, and fitted for an East India. 
Voyage-Departs from Spithead-Captures an 
American merchant-man-Falls in with the Con
stitution and Hornet-Chases and engages the 
former-Full details of the action-American 
dismantling shot-Java's damages and loss
Final destruction-Constitution's damages and 
loss-Force of the Java in guns, men, and size. 
-Recapture of the Java's p1'ize by the Hornet-. 
American subterfuge exposed-Force of the Con-
3tit'dtion in guns, nun, and size-Dimensions· oj 
the two ships-Statement of comparative force 
-Remarks thereon - Amelia and l' Arethuse 
French frigate. 

ABOUT the middle of August, the French 
llrize-frigate, la R:enommee, lying in Ports
mouth harbour, was commissioned as H. M. S. 
Java; and the command of her given to Captaill 
Henry Lambert, a distinguished officm·. The 
Java was fitted for the East Indies; and sailed 
from Spithead for that destination on the 12th 
of November; having on board a great quan
tity of naval stores, together with the following 
passengers: Lieutenant-general Hyslop, as go
vernor of Bombay, two military officers of his 
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staff, seven persons (including servants) in civil 
situations; also one master and commander, 
two lieutenants, one marine-officer, four mid
shipmen, one clergyman, one assistant surgeon, 
and 76 petty-officers and seamen, chiefly marine
society boys, for ships on the East India sta.., 
tion. Two outward-bound Indiamen took ad. 
vantage of her convoy. 

On the 12th of December, the Java cap. 
tured the American ship William; and a mas. 
ter's mate and 19 men were placed on board, 
with directions to keep company. On the 24th~ 
being in want of water, Captain Lambert stood 
in for St. Salvador; and the two Indiamen, ra
ther than go so far out of their way, proceeded 
alone on their passage . 
. . On the 29th of December, when about ten 

leagues from the Brazil-coast, the Java, having 
her prize in tow, fell in with the U. S. ships 
Constitution, Commodore Bainbridge, and Hor
net, Captain Lawrence ; the latter having just 
left St. Salvador in search of the Constitution, 
which was away in the offing. Having cast off 
the prize, and ordered her to proceed to St. Sal. 
'\Iador; the Java went in chase of the large ship 
to-leeward. The details of the action cannot be 
so well gi ven, as in the. very words of the Java's 
late .first-lieutenant, when addressing the comt
martial upon his trial for her loss. Lieutenant 
Chads' journal, was verified on oath by every 
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witness examined upon the o{;casion. He pro~ 

ceeds, as follows: 
"My public leHer is before this honorable 

comt; (App. No. 22.;) but, being written im
mediately after the action, and on board the 
enemy, it does not, nor indeed could the com· 
pass of a letter, contain the whole detail of so 
long a~ action; and which detail, therefore, I 
now submit to this honorable court. 

" At 8 A. M. close in with the land, with 
wind at N. E. discovered a sail to the S. S. W. 
and another oft' the entrance of St. Salvador, 
cast off the priEe in tow, and made all sail in 
chase of the vessel to leeward. A.t 10 made the 
private signal, which was not answered. A.t 11 

hauled up, bringing the wind on our larboard 
quarter, took in aU studding.sails, prepared for 
action, the stranger standing to'wards us under 
easy sail, and apparently a large frigate. At a 
little after noon, when about foUl' miles distant, 
she made a signal, which was kept flying about 
ten minutes, when she tacked, and made sail 
from us, under aU plain sail, running just good 
full; hauled up the same as the chase, but the 
breeze fresbening, could not cany our royals; 
'we were going at least ten knots, and gaining 
very fast on the ?hase. At 1. 30. she hoisted 
American coloms. At 1. 50. having closed with· 
the enemy to about two miles, he shortened sail 
to his top~ganant .. sails, jib, and spanl{er, amI 
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luffed up to the wind; hoisted our colours, and 
put ourselves under the same sail, and bore 
down on him, he being at this time about three 
points on our lee~bow. At 2.10. when half a 
mile distant, he opened his fire from the lar
board-side, and gave us about two bl'oadsides 
before we returned it, which was not done till 
within pistol-shot, on his weather-bow, with 
our starboard guns. On the smoke clearing 
away, found him under all sail before the wind';. 
made sail after him. At 2. 25. engaged him 
with our larboard guns, rec~ived his starboard; 
at 2.35. wore, and raked him close under his 
stern, giving him the weather-gage, which he 
did not take advantage of, but made sail free 
on the larboard tack; luffed up, and gave him 
our starboard guns, raking, but rather distant; 
made sail after him. At 2. 40. enemy shortened 
sail; did the same, and engaged him close to
windward. At 2. 59. he wore in the smoke, 
and was not perceived till nearly round, having 
just lost the head of our bowsprit, jib-boom, 
&c. ; hove in stays, in the hopes of getting 
:round quick and preventing' our being raked, 
but the ship hung a long time, and we received 
a heavy raking broadside into our stern at about 
two cables' length distant; gave him our lar
board guns on falling off; the enemy wore im
mediately; did the same, 

" At 2. 55. brought him to close action within 
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pistol-shot, (at this time the master waswounded, 
and carried below,) till 3. 5. ; when, finding the 
day evidently gone, from all our rigging being 
cut to pieces, with our fore and main-masts 
badly wounded, Captain Lambert determined 
on boarding, as our only hope; bore up, and 
should have succeeded in laying him a-braast 
of his main-chains, but. from the unfortunate 
fall of Ollr foremast, the remains of our bow.:.; 
sprit passing over his stern, and catching his 
mizen-rigging, which was a great misfortune, 
as it brought us up to the wind, and prevented 
our raking him. Whilst under the enemy's 
stern, attempting to board, there was not a soul 
to be seen on. his decks; from which circum~ 
stance, I am induced to believe there was a good 
prospect of success. This manreuvre failing'; 
we were left at the mercy of the enemy; which 
he availed himself of, wearing across our bows;~, 
raking us, when our main-top-mast went, .and: 
wearing again, at 3. 2. under our stern. ,At 
3.30. our gallant captain was mortally wounded; 
and carried below. From this time, till our 
mizen~mast went, at 4. 15. he laid on our star
board-quarter, pouring in a tremendous galling 
fire; whilst" on our side, we could never get 
more than two or three guns to bear, and fre-" 
quently none at aU. After this we fell off, and 
the enemy shot a-head, which again gave us:ths
chance of rene\ving the action, whichwas'dontL 
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with good spirits, broadside and broadside, Java 
very frequently on fire from firing through the 
wreck, whi~h 1ay on the side engaged, till 4.35. 
when the Constitution made sail, and got out 
of gun-shot, leaving us a perfect wreck, with 
our main-mast only standing, and main-yard 
gone in the slings; cleared the wreck, and en
deavoured to get before the wind, by setting a 
sail from the stump of the fore-mast and bow
sprit; got the' main- tack forward, the weather 
yard-al'm remaining aloft; cleared away the 
booms, and got a top-gallant-mast out, and 
commenced rigging it for a j my fore.,l1tast, and 
a lower-steel"ing-sail as a fore-sail; but,before 
we could get this accomplished, we were obliged, 
to cutaway the main-mast, to l)revent its fall
ing in-board, from the heavy rolling of the ship.~ 
The enemy bore up to renew the action; made 
every preparation to receive him; re-Ioaded the 
guns with round and grape; mustered at quar .. · 
tets, and- found llO men missing, six quarter .. 
deck guns, four forecastle, disabled, andmant 
of the main .. deckers, ,with the wreck lying over 
them, the hulLknocked to pieces ; and the fore;. 
1llast,in ianing, had passed through the fore,
castle and main.decks; all our masts alldbow.,; 
8prit gone, :the ship making water, with 'Ona 
pump shot away, consulted now with lieute. 
nants Nerringham and Buchaliau;"'when it was 
determined to engage him again, should he give 
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US ·~lllopportunity of so doing with a probabi~ 
lity of disabling him, which was now OUl' sole 
object; but that it would be wasting lives reM 
sisting longer, should he resume a raking posi~ 
tion, which unfortunately was the case; and 
when close to us, and getting his broadside to 
bear, I struck, and hailed him, to say we had 
done so, at 5. 50. At 6, she took possession 
of liS, and proved to be the American frigate 
Constitution. The next day I found our loss 
was 22 killed, and 102 wounded: two of whom 
are since dead. The Americans allowed they 
had 10 killed; but differed very much about 
their wounded, which I found to be 44 severely, 
and four mortally; the slight wounds I could 
not ascertain. 

" Having in the detail stated the uumber of 
killeaand wounded on both sides, and as my 
account differs from the one in the public pa
pers, and said to be the official report of Com
modore Bainbridge, I beg leave to state to the 
court the manner in which I obtained this.know
ledge. Being, of course, anxious to discover 
the loss sustained by the enemy, I directed 
Mr. Capponi, assistant~surgeon, to lend his as
sistance in dres§ing their wounded; this he did, 
and reported to me the statement I have made. 
It having also been stated in the papers, that 
the Constitution was in a short time in a condi
tion to commence a second action, I must beg 
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to observe, that I do not think such a statement 
could have been authorised by Commodor~ 

Bainbridg-e, for her rigging was much cut, and 
her masts sever,ely wounded; so much so, as to 
oblige her to return to America, which she eel' ... 
tainly otherwise would not have done, for she 
was waiting only to be joined by the Essex on 
,the coast of Brazil, when the further destination 
of this squadron, I was given to understand:l 
was India. 

" I will trouble the court with but one more 
remark. 'Vhen the prisoners were removed from 
the Java, she was set tire to, although but 12 
leagues distant from St. Salvador, with mode
rate weather; the cause of which was, her shat
tered state, and not from any fear of taking her 
to a neutral port, as stated in Commodore Bain
bridge'S letter; for he repaired to the same port 
with his own ship, carrying in a valuable prize, 
the Eleanor schooner, from London." 

Plate 1, displays a variety of the American 
"round and grape." (App. No. 25.) We an re
collect what imprecations were hurled against us 
by the American journalists, when they received 
an account, that " combustible materials had 
been thrown from the Shannon upon the Chesa-

. peake's decks." Upon that occasion, a celebrated 
paper,the" United States Gazette," used the fol. 
lowing language :-" Against such modes of as
sault, no skill, no courage, no for.esight, can be 
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found to avail; and it is no more dishonor thus to 
be overpowered, than it is to be beaten down by 
a thunderbolt. We speak with entire confidence 
and certainty on this point, that, if the Bonne 
Citoyenne had accepted the challenge of Cap
tain Lawrence, and he had obtained a victory 
by the use of such means, we should have sick .. 
ened at the sight of his laurels."-And yet, at 
the very time of uttering this rhapsody, the 
Americans, by the aid of their star, chain, and 
bar shot, had crippled, and captured, three Bri
tish frigates, and two sloops of war ;-nay, the 
very ship whose capture they were thus trying 
to excuse, had on board, and act"!mlly used, the 
very shot represented in the plate.-Confronting 
a man with his own words, is an admirable me
thod; for, if he is not past blushing, it shames, 
as well as convicts him. 

When ships engage at a short distance,- lesS 
depends on the precision, than on the rapidity 
of firing; therefore, the ship, whose men are 
practised in gunnery, finds it to her interest to 
keep at long shot. Yet, as continually yawing 
away in the smoke, and avoiding close action, 
in the stronger ship especially, does not loo.k 
well on paper, the commodore did right to com
plain of " the enemy keeping at a much greater 
distance than he wished."-So far, however, 
fl'Om that having been the case, all the witnesses 
examined at the court-martial ~oncur in stating. 



GREAT BRiTAIN AND AMERICA. 177 

that the Constitution avoided close action, till 
the Java. was disabled: then she approached; 
and, by successive raking fires, and the riflemen 
in her tops, committed nearly al1 the slaughter 
that occurred. (App. No. 22. and 26.) 

If any could have saved the .Ja\'<1, it was 
boarding; and that was frustrated by the bow
sprit getting foul of the enemy's mizen rigging; 
and by the immediate fall of the fore-mast. The 
men were ready :so was the heroic boatswain, 
with his one ann mutilated, the other bearing 
his pipe, to cheer up his gallant CQmrades, that 
they might "make a clean spring'" upon the 
enemy's decks. 

In the falling of the Java's fore-mast upon 
the main-deck, and disabling the guns there, 
we see, at once, the advantage possessed by a 
ship having a sufficient space along the gang
ivay, to cover the men stationed at the main
deck guns, over a ship having a waist, or la.rge 
open space, extending nearly from side to side, 
(See PI. 2.) 
':::,Both theBritish and American accounts agn~e, 
exactly, as to the time when the action com
menced; but Commodore Bainbridge fixes its 
termination at th.e moment when the Constitu
tion hauled out of gun-shot to repair damages: 
who else would not have fixed it, at the striking 
of the Java's colours ?-The whole continuance 
of the action was three hours and 40 minutes. 

N 
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The damaO'e done to the Java has been fully 
~ 

detailed in Lieutenant Chads' address to the 
court. Her loss in the action, amounting to 22 

liilled; 2 mortally, 5 dangerously, 52 severely, 
and 43 slightly, wounded, appears at the end of 
theofficialleHer. (App. No. 22.) 

Captain Lambert fell by a rifle-ball fired from 
the Constitution's main-top. The bullet en
tered his left side, and lodged in the spine. .He 
languished till the night of the 4th of January; 
and; on the next day, was buried at St. Salva,; 
dol', with milital'y honors. A midshipman~ 

named Edward Keele, only 16 years of age, ,tho 
was padlywounded, and had his leg amputated, 
eniI uired, soon after the action was over, if the 
ship had struck; and, seeing a ship's colollr 
spreadove'l.·him, grew uneasy, until he was corl· 
vi need itwas an Englishfiag. This gallant youth 
died on the foHowingday. The circumstan<le 

. of the boatsV'iain, with a tournaq net on his arm; 
(which he kne,,, must be amputated, as soon as 
the surgeon was ready,) returning to his quar
ters, as if nothing had happened, is a strong 
trait of hetois!:11 and devotion. 

Commodore Bainbridge, in his letter, says:
" The enemy had 60 killed, and 101 wounded, 
certainly; but, by the enclosed letter,· written 
on board this ship, (by one of the officers of the 
Java,) and accidentally found, it is evident that 
the enemy's wounded must have beenmucb 
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greater tl.al1 as above stated, and who must have 
died of their wounds-previously to their being 
}'emoved. The letter states 60 killed, and 170 
wounded." _ 

ThesUl'viving office!'s of the Java consider 
this letter, as the forgery of some one belonging 
to the Constitution. Let us submit its merits 
t<nthe test ~of probability. It bears date on 
board the Constitution; and therefore was writ. 
ten :after the prisuners had been removed, Is it 
likely, then"thatthe writer would have included 
~mongthe "wounded," the men who had 
~'died previously to their being removed"'?
would he not have included those among the 
~'kined",?-Commodore Bainbridge~s number 
of the Java's wounded, agrees exactly with the 
Rritishreturn of wounded, signed by the Java's 
surviving commanding-officer, and surgeon; 
why not then have relied upon the veracity of 
those officers; as to the number killed? 'V ere 
there no persons among the Java's crew, not 
even those that entered on board the Constitu
~on,- _to whom the commodore could refer as 
corl'oborating this extraordinary letter ?-Ad~ 
mitting, for a moment~ a British retul'll of loss 
in action to be a fictitious instrument, it would, 
surely, in a case 'where it was necessary to shew 
that the ship had been defended to the last ex .. 
tremity, be an over, not an underestimate, But 
a British retul'U of killed and wounded, cannot. 

N2 
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be otherwise than correct; the wounded, and 
the widows of the killed, having no other evi
dence to . appeal to, in support of their title 
to relief. 

Commodore Bainbridge's letter contains not 
one word about any damage sustained by the 
Constitution; not even that the sails and rig
ging were cut; as usually inserted, if only to 
jeer us foJ' bad firing. There can be no doubt 
that the American government has suppressed 
the entire paragraph relating to the Constitu
tion's injuries by the Java's shot: and that, 
perhaps, because the commodore was obliged 
to assign those injuries as an excuse (and, of 
course, he would describe them allJ for break
ing up his intended cruize to the South Seas; 
which, at that time, it was not. expedient to 
make public. All the glory reaped from tht: 
Java's capture, was, in the opinion of the Con
stitution's officers, a poor compensation for the 
rich harvest they had long been anticipating 
from their intended cruize. Reluctantly, they 
quitted St. Salvador, on the 6th of January, 
upon their return to Boston; where, immediately 
upon her arrival, the Constitution underwent 
a thorough repair. Then the citizens, and se
Teral Englishmen also, saw clearly what she had 
iuffered in the Java's action. Lieutenant Chads 
mentions the damage done to her spal's.and rig
gll1g; .aad, in direct proof of the advantage of 
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stout masts, the Java's 18~pound shot had passed 
through two of the Constitution's lower-masts j 

yet they were deemed sufficiently secure, with
out being. fished; 

Comiuodore Bainbridge states the loss of the 
Constitution to have been " 9 killed, and 25 

wounded." That this is incorrect, appears as 
well fro'm what Lieuten;mt Chads has stated, as 
from the fonowing extract of a letter from Mr. 
Thomas Cooke Jones, late surgeon of the Java:-

" The Americans seemed very desirous not to 
allow any of our officers to witness the nature 
of their wounded, or compute their number. I 
ordered one of my assistants, Mr. Capponi, to 
attend when their assistant went round; and he 
enumerated 46, who were unable to stir from 
their cots, independent of the men who had re
ceived, what they called, "slight hurts." Com
modore Bainbridge was severely wounded in 
the right thigh; and four of their amputations 
perished undel' my own inspection. I have no
ticed these facts, that yom' readeJ's may he con
vinced of the falsity of their official dispatches; 
and to authorise their being received with some 
degree of scepticism." (Naval Cbron. voL xxix. 

p.415.) 
The American newspapers informed us that 

Lieutenant Aylwin, of the Constitution, died of 
his wounds on the 28th of Janual'Y; and it was 
reported in Philadelphia, that two or tlH~e of 
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the men had also died in the passage home. It 
cannot escape the reader, that it is as much the 
interest of the Americans, in actions in which 
they have been successful, to undei'-l'nte their 
own as to over-rate the British loss. This it , 
was that suggested to Mr. Clark the propriety 
of shewing', in appropriate colurims, the" com
parative loss in killed and wounded." Thus 
we have, in the Java's action :-" American 
loss, 34,"-" British loss, 171 ;"-wh-en, if truth 
had been consulted, we should have chad, ~ ex· 
cluding the British "slightly wounded,'~be
cause the Americans, with "slight· hurts," 
cannot be enUITlerated,)-" American loss, 55;" 
-" British loss, 81;" a proportion about equal, 
as will be presently seen, to the comparative 
force of the two vessels. But the Java's second 
lieutenan~ says, that the greatest loss was sus
tained, " not in the. early part of the action," 
but" after the ship became unmanageable, and 
the Constitution took a raking position ;" (App. 
No. 26;) and the" Journal" admits, that the 
Constitution's wheel" was shot entirely away," 
within 20 minutes. from the commencement of 
the action; when, also, as appears by the evi
dence of Lieutenant Saunders, four out of the 
nine men were killed. It is clear, therefore, 
that, had the Java not been so soon, and so com
pletely disabled, there would have been a much 
less disparity in point of execution, than, under 
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all the Java's disadvantages, did really exist 
,betw~en the two ships: and, when it is known 
that the men, owing to their awkwardness, 
inexperience, or some other cause, allQwed 
two or three raking opportunities to pass, widi
out firing more than half a dozen shot at the 
Constitution, the only surprise win be, that there 
was not a still greater disparity in the slaughter 
on bo;trd the two ships. 

}Vhen the· Java was fitted, she received on 
bo;trd, twenty-eight long 18-pounders upon the 
lnain-~t1ck; sixteen c.arronades, 32~pounders, 
one l~u~ch~~arronade, 18-pounder, and two 
long9-poul.ld:ers, upon the q uarter.deck and 
lorec~st1e ;; total, 47 guns. Not another gun of 
aI~y description had the Java, when captured; 
5lnd the laullchTcal'ronade, ow.ing to some acci
_dent, was not even used. For that reason, pl'O

bably, it was ornitted in the statement of force, 
suhjoined to Lieutenant Chads' letter. Deter~ 

mined not to be out-done by Captain HuH, 
Con~modo.t:e Bainbridge made his prize-frigate 
of" 49 gnns'~ also; and the editors of the" Naval 
Jjistory/'," Naval Monument," .and " Sketches 
J;)f,the' War," have not scrupled to particularize 
tJtos~ "; 49 guns." The two first ~gJ'ee in adding 
~w9totlle sixteen3~-pound carronades, and in 
'~ubstitllting ".one shifting gun, a 24-pounder," 
lQ~~the Iaunch~carronade; but the two 9s, Mr. 
;Cl~rf:k (see p~ US) makes "two 18~pounders/' 
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Mr. Bowen "two large 12s." So little, however, 
is consistency studied by American historians, 
that Mr. Clark, in another page of his work, says, 

-" Java !runs nlounied 48."-Butthe most ex-, u , 

traol'dinal'Y statement of the Java's f01'ce, ap
pears in the" Sketches of the War."-" The 
Java carried twenty eight 24-pounders on her 
gun-deck}'-And this, too, ina third edition !
'Vas there no American honest enough to set the 

editor right? 
The Java's complement, on leaving Spithead; 

was 277 officers, seamen and marines, and 23 
boys; making, with the 97 passengers, a total 
of 397. The mate and 19 men, placed on board 
the William, reduced this number to 377 ; which 
agrees exactly with Lieutenant Chads'· account 

of .' ship's company and supernumeraries" pre. 
sent in the action. 

The whole number of prisoners received out 
of the Java amounted to 3.56; subsequently re~ 
duced, by the death of the captain, one mid
shipman, Keele, (who, having died previous to 
the date of the surgeon's return, was included 
among the "killed,") and one able seaman, to 
353. Yet Commodore Bainbridge. after having 
" liberated and givenllp to the goverrwr of St. 
Salvador, nine Portuguese seamen/' and allowed 
" to land, without any restraint, three passen~ 
gel's, private characters," actually paroled" 38 

officers, -and 323 petty-officers, seam~n, marines, 
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and boys;" total 361, instead of 341, the num
ber of prisoners left, after deducting the 1'l not 
paroled. How is this? 

Commodore Bainbridge, apparently, was here 
guilty of as gross a fraud as any to be found upon 
the records of the admiralty-courts, wherein his 
countrymen, during a long reign of neutrality, had 
so often shocked honest men by their hardihood. 
The only difference is, that the national officer 
expects as much to be implied from his honor, 
as the merchant-captain or supercargo did from 
his oath. 

Now for the faet. The William prize-ship 
was re-captUl'ed by the Hornet, on the afternoon 
of the action; anived at St. Salvador on the 
same day that the Java did; and the prize-crew 
were landed from the Hornet, at the same time 
that the prisoners out of the Java were landed 
from:the Constitution. The reader sees, then, 
how it was. The Java's mate and 19 men were 
added to the above-mentioned 341 ; .. and. the 
knowing commodore paroled, a~ he said, 361 of 
the Java's crew. Not a word is there, in his 
letter, of any prisoners arriving from the Bornet, 
or of the Java's prize having been re-captured 
at aU; altlwugh the William, at the date of the 
commod01'e's letter, was lying at anchor in St. 
Salvador, in company with the Constitution and 
Hornet. Aware that Captain Lawrence, in his 
official letter ~nl1ouncin.g, the capture of. the 
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Peacock, would mention the fe-capture of all 
American ship of 600 tons, and therefore expose 
the trick, it was contl'ived that his letter should 
comprise, only what occulTed subsequently 10 

the 6th of January, the day on which, as stated 
before, the Constitution left St. Salvador for the 
United States. (App. No. 29.) So that, after 
the commodore had, by his " 60 killed," his 
361 paroled, and 12 not paroled, proved that the 
Java had 433 men, his forbearing to state, in the 
otficialletter, that she had more than" upwards 
of 400/' added to his scrupulous exception of 
the "three passengers, private characters," es
tablished, beyond power of contradiction, the 
modesty of the American officer! 

But, in truth, who were these "three passen~ 
gers, private characters," so generously ex
empted from parole ?-No other, it would ap
peal', than three of the Java's seamen, who had 
been fools enough to enter the American ser
VIce. To have deducted them from the amount 
of prisoners received, would be making the 
Java's complement appear three men short of 
what it could, otherwise, be proved to have been. 
To have confessed the fact, would never do. 
Therefore, all the Java's passengers, naval, mi
litary, and civil, were paroled as " officers, 
petty -officers, seamen, marines and boys," and 
the hiatus made by the three traitors, was cle
verly filled up three nominal "passengers,pri-
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"ate-characters, who.m the co.mmo.do.re" (ge
nerous man!) "did no.t co.nsider prisoners o.f 
war, and permitted to. land witho.ut any re. 
straint;" and o.f who.m, o.f co.urse, no. further 
acco.unt was taken. 

Witho.ut searching the Java's crew fo.r Danes, 
Swedes, Italians, Spaniards, 0.1' any other fo. .. 
reigners; o.r even regarding the " nine Po.rtu
guese seamen" so. politically " given up to. the 
go.verno.r at St. Salvado.r," it is still fair no.t to. 
include, as part o.f the Java's complement o.n 
going into. action, the seven passengers in civil 
situatio.ns. That will reduce the number to. 
370; comprising" 280 o.f her pro.per crew, the 
three military o.fficers, and all the supernume
rary naval o.fficers and seamen o.n bo.ard. 

To. shew that the estimate is co.rrect, the fo.l
Io.wing recapitulation may be necessary :-

Java's proper crew, including hoys~ 
Deduct men sent 011 board prize~ 

Add passengers of every description~ 

Total number on boal"d~ during action~ 
Deduct kil1ed~ (see p. 284,) 

Total number landed from Java, 

" Add prize-crew, 

300 

'20 
-- 280 

97 

377 
24 

353 

QO 

Total No. alive of the 397 originally on board~ 378 
Deduct the" 9 Portugeuse and 3 private persons," J 2 

." Total-No. paroled by Commodore· Bainbridge} :':01 
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The manner in which the Jaya's men' were 
treated by the American -officers, reflects upon 
the latter the highest disgrace. The moment 
the poor fellows were brought on board 'the Con
stitution, they were hand-cuffed, (a thing un
known in our sel;vice,except upon urgent ne
cessity,) and pillaged of almost every thing. 
True, Lieutenant-general Hyslop g'ot back his 
valuable sel"vice of plate, and the other officers 
were treated civilly. Who would not rathel' 
that the governor's plate was, at this ver, 
time, spread out upon Commodore Bainbridge's 
sideboard, than that British seamen, fighting 
bravely in their country's cause, should be put 
in fetters, and robbed of their little all?-What 
is aU this mighty generosity but a political jug
gle,-a tub thrown to the whale ?-Mr. Madison 
says to his officers: « Never mind making an 
ostentatious display of your generosity, where 
you know it will be proclaimed to the world. 
If you lose any thing by it, I'll take care con
gress shall recompense you, two~fold. Such con
duct on the part of an American officer of rank, 
will greatly tend to discredit the British state
ments as to.my other acts of your's not so pr,o
per to be made public; and will serve, besides, 
as an imperishable record of the national mag
nanimity and honor."-One object the Consti. 
tution's officers missed by their cruelt.v. '],hree 

onlyoftheJ~l\a'ti men would entel' with them: the 
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remainder treated with contempt their re-iterated 
promises of high pay, rich land, and liberty. 

Courage is an inherent principle in Britons; 
but courage alone will not make a seaman. If 
. to know the duties of one, for the mere purpose 
of navigating a ship, requires some experience, 
how much more is required when a ship has an 
enemy to contend with. That she may ma
nreuvre with success, (a most ilnportant opera
tion,) the sails must be trimmed with the utmost 
nicety; and not a moment lost in looking for a 
rope, 01' considering what to do. Greatjudg
ment and presence of mind is often necessary, 
to repair a temporary damage by shot, or delay 
the fall of a tottering mast. A proficiency in all 
this constitutes the able seaman. Others of the 
crew are required at the guns. There stand men 
who, everyone knowing exactly what he has to 
do, load and fire their gun with quickness and 
preCIsIOn. Here stand men who, except a few, 
mere novices at the business, are looking upon 
each other for instruction; and, when they have 
succeeded in loading their gun, nine times out 
of ten, discharge it at random. 

About forty or fifty of the Java's men had 
seen service; and, no doubt, were tolerable sea
men. At the head of these, was the gallant
boatswain; and among them, were many who 
cheeredJ while having their wounds dressed in 
the cockpit. But the remainder consisted of 
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newly~pressed landsmen, or of ill-disposed·) 
weakly hands; the refuse of other ships. :As to 
her supernumeraries, they, as stated before,were 
chiefly marine~society lads; rather an incum
l)fance, than a use, on board a ship of war. Du
ring the few weeks that intervened between the 
manning, and the capture, of the Java, disciplin
ing the crew at the guns was, in a manner, pre
vented, by the lumbered state of the ship. 

The marines of the Java were not much em
ployed at the early part of the action, owing to 
the distance maintained by her opponent; and 
towards the last, the ship's dismasted state con
fined them to her decks. Of the 34 marines there 
stationed, "18," ~ays the officer commanding 
them, "were very young recruits; the rest had 
been to sea before." Of what use are marines, 
acting as such, unless good marksmen? A 
musket-bullet \-"ill not perforate a ship's side. 
T-orel;l.ch the enemy, (from the level of the deck., 
at least,) it must catch him at the fleeting mo
ment of exposure; as he hastily ascends the rig
-ging, {n° incautiously shews his head above the 
bulwat·ks.-Can "very young recruits" hope to 
succeed at this? 

The Java's gallant commander, previous to his 
leaving Spithead, made several applications for 
a more effective and better disposed crew; fore~ 
seeing, as he did, the probability of falling in 
with one of the large American frigates. He 
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wa!§ reminded of the difficulty of procuring men; 
and told, that an East India voyage would mak-e 
seamen! 

The Java, thus manned, left England on the 
12th of November; and the official account of 
the Guerriere's capture had reached theadmi7 
ralty since early in October. Let him who may 
think there was, at this time, in the British. navy, 
a scarcity ·of frigates of the Java's class, turn to 
theJi~t for November, 1812; where hewiHper
haps be. surprised to see, among ~he;ships inoT" 
d~nar:'y, the fine2fl-pounder frigate Emlymion; 
~ship.asnearIy.equal)n force tOc.thtlAmerican 
frigat:e .Const~tution, as any Bl'iton could wisb. 
True,tne -Endymion, ;accordioK to the papers 
laidheforeparliament, in February, 1815, was 
ordered to be fitted in "July, 1812;" butshe 
was not g;ot nmdy till the" 18th of May, 1813.'1 

Doubtle.ss, a voyage to the Easti Indies and 
hack, with occasional- dl'illingat the gun~ 
would. have -gTeatly altered the ch~ll"actel' of the 
JavaJs men; and, had the (:onstitution then met 
that ship, even without her ninety seven pas~en~ 
gers, the disparity in forc~ ",'ouId not ha,'e bee~ 
so great . 

. With the change of the Constitution's com
tnaI:\der, ~ slight change oocurred. in her anna" 
ment;·a single shifting IS-pound carronade 
h~v:ing been substituted for hyo of her 32s. This 
shifting carronade she fought on either side, 
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through the gangway-port, the same as the 
United States. (See p. 160.) As a proof that the 
American commanders had the privilege of al
tering, .in some degree, the armaments of their 
respective ships, the " Report of a committee" 
on the American naval establishment, dated in 
January, 1814, contains the following, as one of 
the "causes of the abuses complained of:"
," The great latitude al10wed commanders, in 
altering, repairing, and furnishing their ships." 
With the exception of the IS-pound carronade, 
,considered probably as a boat-gun, the" Sketches 
pf the War" gives a similar account of the Con
.stitution's force to that contained in Captain 
.Chads' statement. But, most unaccountably, 
,accuses that officer of " largely overrating" the 
Constitution's force. "He reported," says the 
editol'," her force to be-forty two long 24-
pounders, sixteen carronades, 32-pounders, and 
one carronade, IS-pounder; being in all 59 

guns."-Whence did the editor extract this ac
count? Not an American newspaper that co

,pied-the letter, but gives the lie to his assertion. 
_ The Constitution, having' none of her men 
absent in prizes, had on board her full, comple
ment; which, according to the statement of her 
first lieutenant, consisted of 485. Admitting 

the regular establishment of the American 44-
gun frigates to be no more than 475, " the great 
latitudea11o-wed th~ commmulel's in furnishing 
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their ships," enabled them to take on board 
supernumeraries; and the Guerriere's cap-· 
ture, and Commodo"eBainhridge's interest 
at Boston, gave the Constitution, among the 
seamen, a decided preference. Only one boy 
was seen on board of her, and he was 17 
years old; older, no doubt; than half the 
Java's marines. However, to avoid as lunch as 
possible an over-estimate, the Constitution's 
complement, on commencing action with the 
Java; will be considered as 477 men, and 3 boys. 
Some of the former bad belonged to the Iphi
genia ; others to the Guerriere ; and 40 or 50 were 
recognised as English. It need hardly be added, 
that themen, general1y, were prime seamen; and 
the crew, altogether, a }'emarkably fine one. 

The Java, as stated befor~, was originally a 
Ft'ench ship. She measured as follows:~ 

Ft. In. 
Length of lower-deck, from rabbit to rabbit, 15~ 5f 

Breadth, extreme, 30 11t 

So trifling is the difference in size, between 
the Java and the other two captured frigates, 
that a reference to what has already appeared 
on the subject of comparative dimensions, will 
fully suffice. The circumstance related about 
the slight effect produced upon the Constitu
tion's masts by the Java's shot, can be better 
understood, now that the relative stoutness of 
the tWQ main-masts has been shewn. (See p. 112.) 

o 
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Comparative force of the two ships. 

Java. Constitution. 

B d "d 1 " d {I. guns, . foa 31 e-meta III pOLIn s, carr. 

Complement, 

Size in tons, 

{
men, 
boys, 

1261 
274 
--535 
347 

23 
--370 

1073 

384 
370 
-- 754 
477 

3 
-- 480 

1533 

The only material difference observable be
tween the comparative force in this action, 
and the Constitution and Guerriere's, is, in the 
complement,. but, when we consider that the 
Guerriere's was an old, the Java's a new ship's 
company, with a much greater proportion of 
boys than appears in the above statement, that 
difference becomes merely nominal. 

Taking into view the loss and damage sus
tained by the Constitution, and the obstinat~ 
defence of the Java, against so superior a force, 
such as may have been disappointed at the 
result of the other two frigate-actions with the 
Americans, will not deny, surely, that, in this 
of the Java and Constitution, the honor of t~H" 
British flag' was nobly maintained. 

Before quitting the Java entirely, it will tend 
to illustrate the subject, to bestow a few obser
vations upon the action between H. M. S. Amelia~ 
Captain lrby, and the French frigate l' Arethuse. 

This action was fought on the night of the 
7th of February, 1813, off l'Isles de Los, on tb~ 
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African coast. Captain Bouvet's 'official account 
has been received in England, and a translation 
of it has appeared in print. (Nav. Cl1l'on. 
vol. xxix. p. 293.) The British and French ac .. 
counts agree as to the time when the action com
menced, but differ a trifle as to the period of 
its duration: the mean of the two accounts fixes 
this at 3 hours and 26 minutes; very little short 
of the Java's. As to the manner in which the 
action terminated, the two commanders differ 
materially. Captain hby says :-" 'c She (1' Are~ 
thuse) bore up, having the advantage of being 
able to do so, leaving' us in an ungovernable 
state."-Captain Bouvet says :-" We were no 
longer in good condition, and the enemy, O1·oud .. 
iug all sail, abandoned the field of battle to 
us."-It may be considered, then, as a drawn 
battle. Whichever ship had lost her masts;' 
must have struck her flag. The Amelia's killed 
amounted to 51; her wounded to 95. The two 
cartels having on board the surviving officers 
and crew of the Java, feU in with l' Arethuse, 
after her action with the Amelia. Lieutenant 
Chads, having, while a prisoner at the isle of 
France, known Captain Bouvet, who then com~ 

manded there, and bore a very high chal'acter~ 
went on board l'Arethuse; and was shewn a 
list of 31 killed, and 74 wounded, in her action 
with the Amelia. It is probable, that most of 
the slightly wounded had, by this time, teeo ... 
lered; and were therefore not noticed, 

o 2 
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It is due to the veracity of a British officei' to 
state, that" Captain Irby, in his dispatch to the 
admiralty," does not mention l' Arethuse's con
sort, Ie Rubis, "as being in sig'ht just before 
the commencement of the action." (Naval 
ehron. vol. xxix. p. 383.) On the contrary, after 
detailing the proceedings of the 6th, he says :
" And the next morning', one of the frigates (I 
believe l'Arethuse) was just visible from the 
deck." 

The Amelia's armament was the same as the 
Java's. The British officers who \vere on board 
l' Arethuse, state that hel' main· deck guns,wer~ 
French I8s, not "24-pounders," as Captain 
Irby had been informed. The caliber of her 
carronades was not known. The cal'J'onades of 
la Traave, a fine 44-gun frigate, captured in Oc
tober, 1813; consisted of sixteen 18-pounders.
Admit l'Arethuse to have had the same; and, 
adding one-eighth for the difference between 
French and English caliber, her broadside-weight 
of metal would amount to 445 pounds; but, as 
l' Arethuse's carronades may have heen 24s 01' 

328, it is fair to consider the two ships as equal 
in guns, or broadside-weight of metal. 

The Amelia, like the Java, had a number of 
supernumeraries on board; but, owing to the 
general sickness of the men, Captain lrhy says: 
-" We had barely our complement fit for duty, 
and they much enervated." A sickly old, and 
• bealthy new ship's company, are about equal 
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ill effectiveness. Captain Bouvet admits that 
he had in the action, an officer and boat's crew 
of Ie Rubis: say, in all, 340 men. Three days 
after the action, he took out of a Portuguese 
prize, in which the captain and crew of Ie Rubis 
had embarked after she became wrecked on the 
6th, half that ship's complement; and the offi· 
cers of the Java have stated, that l' Are~huse 
had, when they fell in with her, about 400 
as fine seamen as ever sailed out of France. 
L' Arethuse, therefore, was not filled with con
scripts and raw hands, in number crowding each 
other; but had a fair complement of experienced 
seamen, and good artillerists. Captain Bouvet 
particularly designates one of her officers as
H corporal of marine-artillery." 

Referring to the relative numbers of killed on 
board the Amelia, and even the Macedonian 
instead of the Java; and taking into considera
tionthe decided superiority of the Macedonian's 
antagonist, and the equality in force between the 
Amelia and l' Arethuse, we cannot but see how 
greatly the French crew excelled the American, 
in the " precision of their fire." (App. No. 19.) 
Nor did Captain Irby's men perform badly; as 
the ki1led of 1'Arethuse sufficiently testify. 

_ The Amelia, like the Java, had been a French 
ship, (la Proserpine,) and measured within a 
few tons of the Java; and, as if still to continue 
the similitude, Captain Bouvet stated l' Arethuse 
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to be a sister-ship to 1a RenQmmee, taken 10 

1811; which ship, unknQwn to. him, was the 
identical Java. 

It is clear that the French captain, when he 
engaged the Amelia, had heard nQthing Qf the 
Java's loss. PreviQus to. his leaving France, he 
very probably had Qf the Guerriere's. Witho.ut 
cQnsidering these things, the British jQurnals 
were declaiming, at a fine rate, abQut the new 
spirit infused into. the French marine, by the 
success of the Americans. 

The actiQn Qf the Amelia and l' Arethnse 
shQuld have taught the Americans, no.t to o.ver .. 
mte. their abilities; not to. deal so much in the 
bQmbastic, when recQunting their "brilliant 
exploits UPo.n the water." They might have 
seen that, had Captain Bouvet kept Qff at first, 
and tried to. fall his adversary's masts; 0.1' even 
been provided with some of thQse curiQus sho.t 
that fen Qut Qf the Java's fQremast, the Amelia 
WQuld, in all probability, have been his. But 
l'Arethuse apprQached boldly, within pisto.l .. 
sho.t; slaughtered mo.re, but disabled less, than 
the CQnstitutiQn. There was no. manreuvring 
to avoid close actio.n; no yawing away in the 
smoke; no. unusual shQt emplQyed; no. riflemen 
picking off' the British Qfficers :-" all," says 
Captain Irby, "fell by fair fighting." 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AII1ERICA. H,D 

CHAPTER VIne 

British C!fJicial account of the Peacoclc and Hor~ 
net's action not pllblislted.-American details of 
it-Captain Lawrence's time corrected-Peacock 
sinks-l' Espeigle not in sight-American print 
of the action-Peacock's loss-Hornet's damages 
and loss-Peacoclt's force in guns and men-" 
Hornet's force in guns-Complement fixed
Relative size of the Peacock and Hornet fully 
considered-Statement of comparative force
Hornet's challenge to the Bonne Citoyenne
Captain Greene's reply-Unhandsome behaviour 
of tlte commanders of the Constitution and 
Hornet upon the occasion. 

OF the action between H. M. late brig Pea, 
cock, and the U. S. ship Hornet, no British 
official account has been published. Fortu
nately, a gross misstatement which appeawd 
on the subject, in the New York" Commercial "" 
Advertiser," of the 16th of April, 1813, caned 
forth a )'eply, in the same public manner, frOiD 

the Peacock's late first lieutenant. (App. No.30. 
This counter-statement must serve, in lieu of a 
British official account, to contrast with the 
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official letter of Captain Lawrence. (App. 
No. 29.) 

The action was fought on the 2/Hh of Febru
ary, 1813, close to the entrance of the Demarara 
}'iver; and continued, according to Captain 
Lawrence, "less than 15 minutes;" hut, "by 
Peacock's. time, for 25 minute~ ;" when the Bri
tish vessel, being tota11y cut to pieces, and in 
d:;mger of sinking, hoisted a signal of distress at 
her fore-rigging. Shortly afterwards, the brig's 
main-mast went by the board. 

As a proof that the Peacock could do no 
more, however well disposed her officers and 
crew may have been, she sank, in a few minutes 
after the action; carrying down, according to 
Captain Lawrence, thirteen of her own, and 
three of the Hornet's crew; but, of the former, 
four were afterwards saved by the enemy's boats. 
Another four of the Peacock's crew took to her 
stern-boat, just as the action ended; and arrived 
in safety at Demarara. 

Captain Lawrence states that H. M. brig 
l'Espiegle was " about six miles in shore of him; 
and could plainly see the whole of the action." 
But Lieutenant Wright's letter is equally posi
tive, "that H. B. M. brig l'Espeigle was not 
visible from the look-outs stationed at the Pea
cock's mast-heads, for some time previous to the 
action," (App. No. 30.) A court-martial has 
since been holden upon Captain John Taylor, 
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of l'Espeigle, at the instance of the admiralty; 
and one of the charges was, for " failing in his 
duty, when in pursuit of the Hornet American 

. sloop, after the capture of the Peacook." Of 
this charge he was acquitted. 

In the engraving of this action, given in the 
"Naval Monument," I'Espeigle appears scarcely 
two miles from the spot; and, although the Pea
cock is }'epresented with part of her hull under 
water, the remainder shews as many ports as she 
had upon her whole side! 

Captain Peake, the gallant commander of the 
Peacock, was killed at the early, not "the 
latter part" of the action. She lost, also, four 
seamen killed; her master, a midshipman, the 
carpenter, and captain's clerk, and 29 seamen 
ahd marines, wounded; of whom three died, 
soon after being removed to the Hornet; total 38. 

The damages of the Hornet are represented as 
trifling. One shot went through the fore-mast, 
and the bowsprit was slightly injured; but her 
hull suffered little or no injury. The Americans 
acknowledge a loss of only two men killed, and 
three wounded. 

The Peacock was originally armed with 32-

'pound carronades; but Captain Peake, consider
ing her scantling as too slig'ht to bear them, 
got 248 in exchange. She had two long sixes 
instead of" nines"; and, admitting she had 
" a J 2-pound c'arronade on her top-gallant-fore-
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castle," and a swivel or two, it is denied that 
she had " one four or six-pounder." 

The Peacock had long been the admiration 
of her numerous visitors, for the tasteful ar~ 
rangement of her deck; and had obtained, in 
consequence, the name of the yacht. The 
breechings of the carronades were lined with 
white canvass; the shot-lockers shifted from 
their usual places; and nothing could exceed, 
in briHiancy, the polish upon the traversing.,. 
bars and elevating screws. If cart"onades, in 
general, as mounted in the British service, are 
liable to turn in-board or upset, what must have 
been,the state of the Peacock's carronades after 
the first broadside?-The captain of l'Espeigle, 
attached to the same station, was, at hi!'. court, 
martial, found guilty of " neglecting to exer
cise the ship's cOlnpany at the gl·eat guns."-A 
single discharge from the Peacock's can-onades, 
in exercise, would have betrayed the very defec
tive state of their fastenings; and our feelings 
might then have found some relief in the skilJ, 
as well as gallantry, evinced in her defence. 

Captain Lawrence says :-" I find, by her 
quarter-bill, that her crew consisted of 134 
men, four ofwhorn were absent in a prize." Th~ 

Peacock's officers declare that she had, "at the 
time she engaged the Hornet, a complement of. 
122 men and boys;" which, without the four men 
that were absent, was one above her establislH'tl 
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number. Of these, seventeen were boys. 'When 
we consider that the Peacock had been long on a 
'Vest India station, it cannot be surprising, that 
the chief part of the crew were convalescents; 
although it is so, that she should have had her 
full complement on board. 

According to the British lieutenant's letter, 
the Hornet mounted eighteen carronades, 32-

pounders, and two long 9-pounders; but several 
American papers have stated her long guns as 
twelves. . 

In fixing the Hornet's complement of men in 
the action, there will not be much difficulty. 
Lieutenant Wright says she had 170 men; and 
that is now known to have been the establish
ment, exclusive of supernumeraries, of United 
States' vessels rating, like the Hornet, of " 18 
guns.)' Captain Lawrence states, that his master 
and seven men were absent in a prize; and that 
he mustered, on the day after the action, "270 
souls, including the crew of the American brig 
Hunter, of Portland, taken a few days before by 
the Peacock." 

It was very kind of Captain Lawrence to 
give the number of souls mustered. Relying 
upon that, the following' statement will shew, 

clearly, that the Hornet must have had, in her 
action with the Peacock, 165 men; making, 
with the eight absent, a complement of 173; 
supernumeraries included. 



~O! NAVAL OCCURRENCES BETWEEN' 

Peacock's complement of men and boys~ 
Killed in action, and died after removing, 8 

Drowned, 9 
Escaped in the boat, 4 

21 

Peacock's surviving crew, 101 

Brig Hunter's ship's company, exclusive} g 
of master and mate, 

Hornet's original complement, 173 
Absent in a prize, 8 

Present in action~ 
Killed and died of wounds, 
Drowned, 

Hornet's surviving crew, 

N umber of souls mustered, 

165 

3 

5 

100 

270 

The Hornet had three lieutenants, a lieute
nant of marines, and a great shew of midship
men. Her crew were all picked lllen; many of 
whom had belonged to her from the time she was 
commissioned. No boys were seen on board, 
yet two will be allowed, The exclusion of all 
men "on the sick list," in both crews, would 
be much more in favour of the Peacock than the 
Hornet. 

The Peacock was built in 1807; upon the 
same model as the Frolic, and aU the other 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 205 

British IS-gun brigs. Captain Lawrence, sen
sible that the Peacock would not rise up from 
the deep to confront him, says :-" I should 
judge her to be about the tonnage of the Hornet. 
Her beam was greater by five inches, but her 
extreme length not so great by four feet." 

The first question that arises is ;-if the Pea· 
cock sank so soon after the action, that several 
men were drowned in her, what time had the 
Hornet's people to measure her length and 
breadth?-The dimensions which the Peacock'» 
£arpenter, if asked for them, could have fur
nished the Hornet's commander, would have 
been precisely the same as those which will 
be presently given. 

By dint of a little scrutiny into American 
statements, the dimensions of the Hornet can be 
obtained with tolerable accuracy. Captain Bid
dle, who commanded her when, at a subsequen~ 
day, she captured the Penguin, the Peacock's 
!'lIster-brig, stated his prize to .be "two feet 
shorter upon deck," and to have " greater 
breadth," than the Hornet. Fortunately, the 
American officers, anxious to shew what an ex
traordinary large brig they had captured, pub
lished in a New York paper, the Penguin's 
"length on deck," and "breadth of beam;" 
making the former "110 feet," the latter "31 
feet 6 inches."-The absurdity. of this wi~l be 
shewn, when we arrire at the Penguin's action; 
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at pl'esent, the figures are an we want.-Tbe 
Hornet's "length on deck," then, is admitted 
to be 112 feet. Let us take Captain Lawrence's 

" five inches" as the difference between the Hor
net's breadth, and the" 31 feet 6 inches," stated 
to have been the Penguin's breadth; although 
the expression "greater breadth" would almost 
imply, that the excess was so trifling, as to b~ 
not worth com}Juting. This would give for the 
Hornet's breadth, 31 feet 1 inch; only 3 inches 
more than that of the Wasp; a ship six, instead 
of" two, feet shorter upon deck than the Hornet." 

These dimensions will make the Hornet 450 
tons only; whereas, one of the lieutenants of 
the late U. S. ship Frolic, who had served in 
the same capacity on board the Hornet, de· 
scribed hel' as very little inferior in size to the 
Frolic; and she is 539 tons. 

Dimensions of the two vessels. 

Peacock, brig. 

Ft. Ill. 
Length of cleck, from rabbit to rabbit, 100 3 
Breadth, extreme, 30 7 

Hornet,ship. 

Ft. In. 
11£ 0 
31 1 

Some opinion may be formed of the stoutneSIJ 
of the Hornet's scantling by that of the Wasp; 
(see p. 152;) and the former's masts and yards 
are descri bed as very little inferior in size to 
those of the late A merican ship Frolic; now the 
Florida in om service. 
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Compamtive force of the two vessels. 

Peacock. Hornet. 

Broadside-metal { long guns, 6 9 
in pounds, carronades, 19'2 288 

Ig8 '297 

~omplement, { men, 105 163 
boys, 17 '2 

J2£ 165 
Size in tons, 386 450 

The Americans, now, for the first time de .. 
clared, "that 24-pounders were as good as 
32""; and that, therefore, the two sloops, (al
though in relative broadside-metal, exactly as 
3 to 2,) wete " equally matched." Improving 
upon this, the editor of the "Naval Monu
ment" says, plumply, "the Hornet shivered her 
superior antagonist t~ atoms." 

Previous to his action with the Peacock, 
Captain Lawrence took ad vantage of another 
fortunate event that occurred to the Hornet. 
H. M. S. Bonne Citoyenne, Captain Pitt B. 
Greene, with half a million 'sterling on board, 
whi~h she had brought from Rio de la Plata, was 
lying in St. Salvador, at the time the U. S. ships 
Constitution and Hornet were cruizing off the 
port. A king's packet, bound to England, was 
also detained there, by the presence of those 

ships. 
The Constitution and Hornet anchored in the 

barbour; and their respective commanders were 
frequently at the house of Mr. Hill, the Ameri:. 
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can c~msul; a man of notorious Anti-british 
feelings. The nature of the Bonne Citoyenne's 
cargo was well understood by all the merchants 
(of which the consul was one) at St. Salvador; 
and both Commodore Bainbridge and Captain 
Lawrence, as professional men, knew that the 
British commander dared not engage in a diffe
rent service, from that upon which he had been 
ordered. 

The consul, and the two American command
ers, laid their heads together, to contrive som~~ 
thing that, without any personal risk toeithel', 
should contribute to the renown of their com
mon country. 'What so likely as a challenge to 
Captain Greene ?-It could not be' accepted; 
and then the refusal would be as good as a vic
tory to Captain Lawrence. Accordingly, a chal
lenge for the Hornet to meet the Bonne Citoy
enne, was offered by Captain Lawrence, through 
the American to the British consul, Mr. Frede
l,ick Landeman. CAppo Nos. 32. and 33.) 

Without making the unpleasant avowal, thal 
his government had, upon this occasion, re
duced the vessel he commanded from a king's 
cl'llizer to a merchant-ship, Captain Green trans
mitted, through the consular channel, an ani
mated reply; refusing a meeting " upon terms 
so manifestly disadvantageous as those proposed 
by Commodore Bainbridge." (App. Nos. 34. 
and 35.) Indeed, it would appear, as if the 
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commodore had purposely inserted the words, 
~, or not interfering'," lest Captain Greene 
should, contrary to expectation, have accepted 
the challenge. For, had the two ships met by 
agreement, engaged, the Constitution looked 
on "without interfering," and the British ship 
been the conqueror, the pledge of "honor" on 
the pal't of both American commanders, would 
have been fulfilled: and can anyone, for a 
moment imagine, that Commodore Bainbridge 
would have seen the Bonne Citoyenne carry off 
a United States ship of war, without attempting 
her rescue ?-. It was more than his head was 
worth.-Where was the guarantee against re
capture, which always accompanies sfrio'lfs pro
posals of this sort, when a stronger force, belong
ing to either party, is to preserve a temporary 
nentrality?-Let the commander of the Monta~ 
gue 74, have made the same proposal to the 
Hornet, pledging his "honor not. to interfere;" 
and see how deservedly he would have been ridi
culed, 110t by Americans only, but by the whole 
of his conntrymen. 

Commodore Bainbridge, in his public letter, 
says: "The Bonne Citoyenne is a larger vessel, 
and of greatel' force in guns and men than the 
Hornet."-She is, certainly, a trifle larger; but, 
it is believed, moulltea the same Qumber and 
description of guns, with the addition of a 
boat.c31'l'onade. Her complement was twellty~ 

p 
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five men less thanthe Hornet's; buther crew had 

been exercised at the guns,_ were well disposed, 
and commanded' by a gallant officer. 

Captain Lawrence's boast of his having block
aded the Bonne Citoyelil'le, and a packet, until 
the Montague chased the Hornet off, was well 
calculated to exalt him in the opinion of his 
friends; but what assurance had Captain Greene, 
thatComIDodore Bainbridge, as well appt'ized 
of the Bonne Citoyehne's destination, as of the 
l1uHtre of her cargo, was not cruizing in the 
offing. The Bt'itish ship would have been a rich 
prize, indeed; and her commander most justly 
laughed at, had he become the dupe of so shallow 
an artifice. The blockade of the BOhne Citoy. 
enne and packet by the Hornet, was a fine sub
ject for the pain tel'. Accordingly, the" Naval 
Monument" contains a clumsy wood-cut, repre
·senting the transaction in all its brilliancy. 

That the American consul at St. Salvador 
should have been ungenerous enough to reduce 
a British officer to the necessity of refusing; 
under any circumstances, to meet a ship of his 
own class, creates no surprise whate\'er. .But 
who could expect that two national officers, 
aware of the delicate situation in which a bro. 
ther-officer, though a political enemy, was placed, 
would have urged the unhandsome request; 
much more, ha.-e triumphed over the answer; 
which they knew it was his duty. to give? 



OR.EA.T BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 211 

CHAPTER lX. 

Shannon and Tenedos reconnoitre Boston-Chesa .. 
peake gets in unperceived-President (lndCon
gress avoid tlte blockading ships, and escape te 
sea--.Captain Broke detaches the Tenedos-Re
C6ives.on board twenty two Irish labourers-Chal ... 
lenges tJu~ Chesapealce, and stands close in tQ 

Boston light-house-Chesapeake sails ().ut, with. 
out t'eceiving tltechallenge-The' two ships en. 
gage-Details of the action~A'1nerican specta" 

,Iors-' Lieutenant Budd' sojjicial letter-Sha1l.~ 
non's.damages and loss-Chesapea,ke's also
,Shannon's force, in gun,s and men-. Americ.an, 
method of computing a ship's complement-Chell!> 
sapeake's force in guns-Names of her guns
Dismantling shot-Effects of her langridge onr 
the Shannon's wounded-. Cask of lime--a curi. 
ous case on the subjeot-. Chesapeake's comple. 
ment-Dijficulty of ascertaining it--. The number 
jixed~Quality of the crew-American remarks 
thereon-Dimensions of the two ships, in hp,ll 
and spars-State.ment of comparative force
Remarks thereon. 

ON the 2d .of April, 1813, H. M. S. Shannon, 
~; . Captain BrQk~, ac<;om,panied by .the Tene~ 
c,l~,1 ,,6, . Ca.ptainP~rker, ftlconPQilerec:}\l).¢h-.;r .. 

p2 
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bour of Boston, and discovered lying there, the 
U. S. ftigate Congress ready for sea, President 
nearly so, and Constitution under repair. 

On the 13th, the U. S. frigate Chesapeake, 
Captain Evans, got into Boston, through the 
eastern passage, unperceived by either of the 
British frigates; and, on the 1st of May, foggy 
weather, and a sudden favourable shift of wind, 
enabled the President, Commodore Rodgers, and 
Congress, Captain Smith, to avoid the Shannon 
and Ttmedos, and escape to sea. The American 
accounts say, with a very grave air, that the 
British frigates sailed from the coast, purposely 
to avoid the commodore. 

Having ascertained that the Chesapeake would 
soon be ready for sea again, Captain Broke, on 
the 25th of May, took a supply of provisions 
and water from the Tenedos; and detached her, 
with orders to Captain Parker, not to rejoin him 
before the 14th of June; the earliest date, at 
which, it was considered, the Constitution could 
be got ready to accompany the Chesapeake, 
should the latter wait in port for that purpose. 

On the 26th of May, the Shannon recaptured 
tbe brig Lucy, and on the 29th, the brig Wil
liam; both belonging to Ha1ifax. A meeting' 
with the Chesapeake being now Captain Broke~s 
sole purpose, nothing but the circumstance of 
those vessels belong·jng to the port of Halifax, 
could induce him to weaken the Shannon's creW; 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 213 

by sending them in. The master of the Lucy, 
and five recaptured men-of-war's-men, took her 
in charge; and a midshipman and four of the 
Shannon's men, the William. 

On the afternQon of the 30th, the Shannon 
fen in with the British privateer-brig, Sir John 
Sherbrooke. This vessel had on board fifty two 
li-i~h labourers, taken three days previous out 
of the captured American privateer, Governor 
Plumer j which vessel had captured the ship 
Duck, from 'Vaterford to Burin, Newfoundland; 
having on board these men as' passengers. The 
commander of the Sir John Sherbrooke had per
suaded thirty of the latter to join his vessel; 
and the remaining twenty-two were now pressed 
into the Shannon. 

Early on Monday morning, Captain Broke 
addressed to the commanding-officer of the 
Chesapeake, a letter of challenge; which, for 
candour, spirit, and gentlemanly style, has 
rarely been equalled. (App. No. 36.) This let
ter was confided to a Captain Slocum, a dis
charged prisoner; who immediately. departed 
in his boat for Marblehead, a port a. few 
miles north of Bos,ton. At the same time, the 
Shannon, with colours flying, stood in c10se to 
the. light-house; and there lay-to. She had 
been as near to Boston during several of the 
pre.ceding days; but thick rainy weather had 
obstructed the view of the barbQur. The Ches~ .. 
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peake was now seen at anchor in President 
Roads, with royal yards across; and apparently 
ready for sea. She pl:esently loosed her fore-top
sail; and, shortly afterwards, all her top-sails, 
and sheeted them home. But, from the wind 
being perfectly fair, and the ship not getting 
under way, the Shannon's people began to 
fear that she was not inclined to come out. 

Between twelve and one, while the men were 
at dinner, Captain Broke went himself to the 
mast-head; and there observed the Chesapeake 
nre a gun, and loose and set top-gallant-sails. 
She was soon under way; and made more 
$ail as she came down; having a light breeze in 
her favor. While aloft, Captain Broke saw that 
'Captain Slocum's boat had not reached the 
shore in time for the delivery of his letter of 
challenge to the commander of the Chesapeake. 
~he Shannon now filled, and stood out from 

the land under easy sail, till 4 o'clock; when, 
the Chesapeake having hauled up, and fired a 
gun, as if in defiance, the Shannon hauled up 
also, and reeved top-sails. Both ships, now 
about ~even miles distant, again bore away; the 
Shannon with her fore-sail brailed up, and her 
main-:,top-sail braced Bat, and shivering, that 
the Chesapeake might overtake her. At a few 
minutes past 5, Boston light-house bearing 
west, dist~nt about six leagues, the Shannon 
again hauled up, with her head to the 80u\11. 
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waxd and eastward; and lay-to, under top~sails~ 
top-gallant~sails,jih, and spanker; haviog bardy 
t;.teerage-way. 

The Chesapeake came down upon the Shan~ 
J;lon's starboard-quarter, with three ensigns fly .. 
jug: one at the mizen-royal-mast-head, one at 
the peak, and one in the starboard-main-rigging. 
She had, also, flying at the fore, a large white 
flag, inscribed with the words :-" FREE TRADE 

AND SAILORS' RIGHTS ;"~uPQn a supposition, 
perhaps, that that favorite American mottQ 
would paralize the efforts, or damp the energy, 
of the Shannon's men.-The Shannon had only 
an old rusty blue ensign at the peak; nor was 
her outside appearance at all calculated to in
spire a belief, of the order and discipline that 
reigned within. Captain Broke thought, at- one 
time, that the Chesapeake would pass under his 
-stern, and engage him upon the larboard-side; 
he therefore ordered his men, as she passed, 
to lay down fiat, so as to avoid, in some iJ.egree. 
the raking nre. But Captain Lawrence, either 
overlooking or waying this ad~antage, at 30 
minutes past 5, gallantly luffed up~ within 
half-pistol-shot, upon the Shannon's starboard 
quarter. 

The Shannon's men had received orders; to 
fire as their guns would bear; and to aim prill
cipally at the enemy's ports. The first and 
~e~Hld shot were discharged from the aftflrmost 
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main-deck gun, and q uarter~degk carronade ; just 
a.s the Chesapeake, while rounding-to, brought 
ller fore-mast in a line with the Shannon's mizen
mast. These two shot were distinctly heard 
before the Chesapeake commenced firing; and, 
by fheAmerican account, both shot took effect; 
killing and wounding several officers and men. 
The Chesapeake discharged her whole broad. 
si~,e in return; which was replied to by the 
Shannon's guns, as fast as the men could level 
them with precision. 

In about seven minutes from the commence
ment of the action, the Chesapeake, having her 
jib~sheet and fore-top-sail.tie shot away, fell on 
board the Shannon; the fluke of the lattel"s 
waist anchor, (which, to assist in trimming the 
ship, had been stowed in the main-chains,) en
tering the former's quarter-gallery window. 
The shot from the Shannon's aftermost guns~ 
now had a fail' range along the Chesapeake's 
de~ks; beating in the stern-ports, and sweeping 
the men fwm their quarters, The shot from 
the foremost guns, at the same time entering 
the ports from the main~mast aft, did considera
ble execution. 

When about 10 minutes had elapsed, an open 
cask of musket-cartridges, standing upon the 
Chesapeake's cabin.sky-light for the use of the 
marines, caught. fire and blew up; but did no 
inj Ill'y whatever. Even the spanker-booUl,div 
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rectly in the way of the explosion, was barely 
singed. The Chesapeake's head had, by this, 
time, fallen off; so that she lay close along
side the Shannon; the latter's main-mast being 
nearly in a line with her opponent's taffrail. 

Captain Broke now saw that the Chesapeake's 
quarter-deck division were deserting their guns. 
He instantly cal1ed out-" Board!" and, ac
companied by the first lieutenant -and 20 men, 
sprang upon the Chesapeake's quarter-deck. 
Here not an officer or man was to be seen. 
Upon her gangways, about 20 Americans made 
a slight resistance. These were instantly driven 
towards the forecastle; where a few endeayoured 
to get down the fore-hatchway, but in their 
eagerness prevented each other; a few fled oyer 
the bows, and reach€d the main-deck through 
the bridle-ports; and the remainder laid down 
their arms, and submitted. 

Between 30 and 40 of the Shannon's marines 
quick]y followed the first boarding party. 
These kept down the men who were ascending 
the main-hatchway; and answered a spirited 
fire, still continued from the main and mizen 
tops. The Chesapeake's fore-top was, in the 
mean time, stormed by Midshipman Smith and 
his top-men, about five in number; who either 
destroyed or drove on deck, all the Americans 
there stationed. This gal1ant young man had 
deliher<ltely passed along the Shannon's fore-
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yard, which was braced up, to the (;hesapeake,"s, 
also braced up ; and thence into her top.! 

After those upon the forecastle had submitted, 
Captain Broke 4:n'dered one of his men to stand 
sentry over them; and sent most of the others aft; 
where the conflict was still going on. He was 
in the act of giving them orders to answer .the 
fire from the Chesapeake's main-top, when the 
sentry caned lustily out to him. Onturning 
l'ound, the captain found himself opposedhy 
three of the Americans; who, seeing they were 
superior. to the British then near them, hil4 
armed themselves a-fresh. Captain Broke pal'
ried the middle fellow's pike, and wounded him 
in the face; but instantly received from the 
man on the pikeman's l·jght, a blow with the 
butt-end of a musket, which bared bis scu.)], 
and nearly stunne.d him. Determined to fini&h 
the British commander, tlH~ third man cut him 
dO'lvn with his broad-sword; and, at thatvel'Y 
instant, was himself cut down by one of the 
Shannon's seamen. Captain Broke and .his 
treacherous foe now lay side by side; each, fi]· 

though nearly powerless, struggling to regain 
his sword; when a marine dislHltchedthe Ame
rican with his bayonet. Captain Broke w3sudt 
the only sufferer upon this occasion; one of his 
men was killed, and two or three were wounde,d. 
Can it be wondered, if all that were cQIlce.rned. 
jn this breach of faith, feU victims to the illdig-
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J)atiQn of the Shannon's men? It was as much 
as their commander could do, to save from their 
fury a young midshipman, who, having slid 
down a rope from the Chesapeake's fore~top, 
begged his protection. Mr. Smith, who had 
also descended from the fore-top, and a seaman, 
were at this time helping the captain on his 
legs. The seaman, while tying a handkerchief 
round his commander's head, called out, (point
iug aft,}-" There, sir, there goes up the old 
ensign over the Yankee colours." The captain 
saw it hoisting; and was instantly led to the 
quarter-deck; where he seated himself upon 
one of the carronade-slides. j •. 

The gallant first lieutenant of the Shannon 
was struck on the head with a grape-shot from 
one of that ship's fore-mast guns, while in the 
act of hoisting the British colours over the Ame
rican. Another gun was discharged, unfortu
nately~ before the officer commanding that di
vision, knew of the Chesapeake's snrrender; 
and three or four of the Shannon's men shared 
the lamented fate of Mr. W-att, besides several 
being wounded. 

Even after the British co:}ours,.,were flying on 
board the Chesapeake, some of her men kept 
flying up the main-hatchway, and ki11ed a Bri
tish marine. It was then, and not till then, that 
Lieutenant Falkiner, who was sitting ont:~l~ 
booms, very properly directed three or fouf 
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muskets that were ready, to be fired do·wo. 
Captain Broke, from his seat upon the carro
nade-slide, told him to summon them to sur~ 
render, if they desired quarter. He did so: 
they replied-" We surrender ;" and all hostility 
ceased. Soon after this; Captain Broke's senses 
failed him from loss' of' blood; and, the Shan
non's jolly-boat arriving with a supply of men, 
(the two ships having separated, owing to the 
Chesapeake's quarter:'gallery giving way,) he 
was carried on board his own ship. 

Between the discharge of the first· gun, and 
the period of Captain Broke's boarding, 11 mi
nutes only elapsed; and, in 4 minutes more, 
the Chesapeake was completely his. Hundreds 
of spectators from Boston, and the surrounding 
neighbourhood, holding their watches in their 
hands, were astonisned at the speedy termina
tion of the firing; and the fact of the Shannon's 
first lieutenant having been kil1ed by a cannon .. 
shot, as he was hoisting the colours on board the 
Chesapeake, clearly proves, that the firing did 
not cease till the very moment of victory. 

'Vhat a happy circumstance it was that, 
during the whole ofthisdouhly-auspicious day, 
no Bl'itish cruizer, public or private, came in 
sight. If we except a very numerous assem
blage of American pleasure-yachts~ and a few 
gun-boats, the two frigates had the offing to 
themselves. At about 8 o'cJoek in the evening. 
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,the prisoners being divided, and properly se
~ured, the British ship, and her fine prize, bent 
their course for Halifax; where they al'l'ived in 
perfect safety on the Sunday following; being 
the fifth day after the action. ' 
~ The" Report of the court of inquiry on the 
loss of the Chesapeake" (App. No. 40) grounds 
a string of suppositions upon " the cautious 
manner in which the enemy came on board."~ 
Had the court tried to invest its proceedings 
with an air of ridicule, could it possibly have 
succeeded better, than by making such an as. 
sertion? 

Let us see how the editor of the "Naval 
History" describes the boarding-attempt. He 
says :-" The bugleman, who should have called 
the boarders, as ordeted by Captain Lawrence1 

did not do his duty~ The Shannon had sus
tained so much injury, that her commander, __ 

• Co _, 

Commodore Brooke, was preparing to repel any 
attempt of boarding from the Chesapeake; but, 
at this moment, Brooke, perceiving the havoc his: 
fire had occasioned on the deck of the Chesa
peake, jumped 'on board her with about 20 

men. They would soon have been driven back, 
but all the officers on deck were either killed. or' 
wounded.. The second lieutenant, Budd, wlio 
commanded the first division below, led up the 
boarders; hut only 15 0.' 20 rilen followed him/' 
With these he defended the ship1:tntirdisabh~a 



'222 NAVAL OCCURRl<:NCES B}i;TW.EJl;N 

by a wound, Lieutenant Ludlow, though 
wounded, hurried on deck, wher.e he soon re
ceived a mortal sabre-wound; 60 additional 
men being thrown on hoard from the Shannon, 
the crew of the Chesapeake, who had no officer 
to direct and rally them, were m'el·powered • 

. The Chesapeake, howevel', was not surrendered 
by an act of submission, but was taken posse.s
sion of by a force that overwhelmed aU opposi. 
tion." (N. Hist. vol. i. p. 205.) 

"Jumped on board her witb about 20 
"men."-This is a specimen of. the "cautious 
manner" in which the British boarded. After 
oonfessing that "the crew of the Chesapeake," 
then consisting of,at least, 340 men, quite un .. 

burt, "were overpowered" by 80 British, Mr,; 
Clarkegrav.ely adds :-" The Chesapeake,how .. 
ever, was not surrendered hyan act of submis
!tion, but was taken possessIon of by a force 
that overwhelmed all opposition" ! 

. Aware of this inconsistency in Mr. Clarke~8 
statement, the ,~ Sketches Qf the War" makes 
the 80 British" 200." The same work assures 
its readers, that Captain Broke boarded, because 
be was "apprehensi~'e "of the Shannon's sink .. 
ing"; and ascribes the Chesapeake'S not captur .. 
ingher "superior enemy" to the blowingllp of 
the arm.chest. 

Mr. Budd, the Chesapeake's second lieutenant, 
bas made his pffi.cial letter nearly as short as 
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the action. (App. No. 39.) He gives both 
"A. Ms. and " P. Ms. -before the ~oll!lbat 

began; but, afterwards, finds it his interest to 
.be less precise. His assertion thdt the arm .. 
chest " was hlown up by a balld-grenade thrown 
from the enemy's ship," is utterly false. No 
hand-grenade whatever was thrown from the 
811annon; ahhough she had on board about a 
dozen in all. Mr. Budd wrote his letter fifteen 
days after the action; and must have made the. 
assertion, knowiugit to be false. It is proba~ 
.ble, he took tbe hint from the paragraphs about 
the}' iufeJ'nal machine," &c. contained in the. 
'Boston papers describing the action; which pa
IJersihad reached Halifax about two days before 
the. date of his letter. 
c 'sllhe " court of in'qniry" makes a fiue story 
1;lfthe firing down the hatchway. Not a word 
is there of the H magnanimous conquered foe" 
having fired from below, in the first instance, 
and kIlled a British marine. Captain Broke 
will long have cause to remember the treatment 
,he experienced from this "magnanimous con .. 
quered foe." So far, indeed, fmm the conduct 
of the. l3ritishbeing " a most unwarrantable 
ubuseofpower after success," Lieutenant COiX 
of o~he lChesapeake, in the hearing of severa] 
English gentlemen, has since admitted, that he 
()wed his life to the forbearance of one of the 
ShannQn'~,Ularines. When the Americanoffi~ers 
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arrived on board the Shannon, and some of them 
were finding out reasons for being " taken so 
unaccountably," their first lieutenant, Ludlow, 
a gallant officer, and who fought hard in repel
ling the boarders, readily acknowledged, that 
the Shannon had beaten them heartily andfairly. 
, Five shot passed through the Shannon; one 

only below the main-deck: several struck, and 
most of them lodged i~ the starboard side, ranged 
in a line just above the copper. A long iron 
bar was seen sticking out of her copper. Until 
her shot-holes were stopped, the Shannon made 
a good deal of water, upon the larboard tack ~ 
but, upon the other, not more than usual. The 
" Report" actually states, that the Shannon 
" was reduced almost to a sinking condition." 

The Shannon's fore and main-masts were 
slightly injured by shot; her bowsprit, previ
ouslysprung, and mizen-mast were badly wound
ed. No other spar was damaged. The Shan
non carried a pole mizen top-mast; which, from 
its shortness, may have given rise to the assertion, 
among the boat-spectators, that her " mizen
royal-mast was shot away." , The StlRl1l1on's 
rigging was very slightly injured. Notwith
standing these facts, the " Report" states the 
Shannon to have been" much cut in her spars 
und rigging." 

The Shannon, besides her first lieutenant, lost 
the purser, captain's clerk) 20 seamen, marines, 
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~nd supernumeraries, and 1 boy, killed; her 
commander, boatswain, a midshipman, and 56 
seamen, marines, and supermtmeral'ies, wounded; 
of whom 24, including the captain and boat,;; 
swain, ~ (the latter since dead,) were sevcl'ely 
"volluded; total killed and wounded 83. Three 
of the Irish supernumeraries fell in the action. 
To say that these rough sons of Erin, amidst the 
new and awful scene they were exposed to, be .. 

"haved gaUantly, would be suped-1uous, consi .. 
dering the land they came from. Pci'haps their 
native valor received ~ slight stimulus, from the 
harsh treatment they had experienced, while on 
board the American privateer. 

The Chesapeake was severely battered in her 
hull, on the starboard quarter particularly. A 
shot passed through one of her transoms; (equal 
in stoutness to a 64-gUll ship's;) and several shot 
entered the stern-windows. She had two main
deck guns, and one cal'l'onade, entirely disabled. 
One 32-pound carronade was dismoUl~ted; and 
several carriages and slides were broken. Yet, 
says the" Repol't,"-" the Chesapeake was com

parati"ely uninjured." 
Her three lower~masts, especially the Inain 

and mizen-masts, were badly wounded. The 
bowsprit received no inj my; nor was a spar of 
any kind shot away. Her lower-rigging and 
stays were a good deal cut; but neither masts 
nor rigging were so damaged, that they could 

Q 
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not have been repaired, if necessary, without 

going into port. 
Dreadful was the slaughter 011 board the 

Chesapeake. She lost her master, a lieutenant 
of marines, 3 midshipmen, and at least 56 petty
officers, seamen, and marines, killed; her gallant 
commander and first lieutenant, also her second, 
third, and fourth lieutenants, 4 midshipmen, and 
106 petty-officers, seamen and marines, wounded; 
of whom, Captain Lawrence, Lieutenants Lud
low and Brome, one or two midshipmen, and 
several of the men} died of their wounds: total 
killed 61; wounded, (some of them very slightly,) . 
115; which comprises everyone that reported 
himself to the Shannon~s surgeon, three days 
after the action. This makes the gross number of 
killed and wounded amount to 176. The Che
sapeake's surgeon, without, of course, noticing 
the very slightly wounded, writes from Hali
fax: H The whole number killed and wounded 
is estimated at about 160 to 170." Lieutenant 
nudd (without, it would appear, having any 
muster-roll in his possession,) gives the namesof 

47 killed, and 99 wounded. As the Americans 
talked much of an "explosion," the Shannon's 
s:urgeon was directed to examine their wounded: 
when he could find only one man at all burnt; 
and that was by the bursting of one of their 
powder-horns at a forecastle gun i-far enough 
from the explosion upon the quarter-deck. 
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After Mr. Clarke has told us of the Shannon's 
" destructive broadsides," and of three men be
ing successively shot from the Chesapeake's 
wheel, he adds :-" The Chesapeake had evi. 
dently the advantage.-The greater part of the 
Americans were kiJIed and wounded by the 
British boarders. . The loss of the Shannon was 
prirlcipally occasioned by the cannon of the 
Chesapeake."---And the " court of inquiry" 
has decreed, "that the fire of the Chesapeake 
was: much superior to that of the Shannon"! 
. TheShannon mounted twenty eight long 18-

p.ounders upon the main-deck; upon the quar
ter-deck, twelve carronades, 3Z-pounders, two 
long 9-pounders, aI2-pound launch carronade 
through the fore-most starboard port, and a 
long- brass 6-pounder through the opposite one; 
also hvo additionalI2-pound carronades through 
thestern~ports; and, upon the forecastle, foul' 
carrohades, 32-pounders, and two long; 9-pound
ers; total, as the "Report" says,-', 5'2 carriag~ 
guns:" besides a small swivel in the fore, and 
another in the main.top. The two stern-chas~ 
carronades had. been frequently placed in the 
hold; where, as they were utter1y useless in the 
broadside, and yet encreased the ship's nominal 
force, they had much better have remained. The 
Shannon, although she had, in all, 52 guns, (and 
those of five different calibers,) mounted, there-

Q2 
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fore, no mOl'e than 25 guns upon her broadside, 
including her boat-gun, 

Captain Broke, in his letter of challenge, Sa)'8, 

" The Shannon mounts twenty-four guns UpOll 
her broadside, and one light boat-gun; IS-pound
ers on her main-deck, and 32-pounder carron
ades on her quarter-deck and forecastle." If 
there is here any variation from the fact, it is 
'that, instead of having, without her boat-gun, 
an upper broadside-battery of all "32-pound
er8," as the statement implies, the Shannon had, 
among them, two 9-pounders. Yet the edito~ of 
the American "Portefolio," has had the assur
ance to complain of Captain Broke, for having 
" under-rated his ship's force." 

The Shannon went into action with 276 offi
cers, seamen and marines, of her proper com
plement, S recaptured seamen, 22 Irish labour
ers, who had been but forty eight hours in the 
ship, and 24 boys; of whom about 13 were un
der twelve years of age, The Irish supernume
raries had never been at sea, till they took pas
sage in the Duck; aud only four of them could 
speak English_ 'Ve must, however, add them to 
the Shannon's cOl1lplement; which they there
fore swelll:'d up to :)30. 

The Shannon's complement having been ori
ginally made up of draughts from different ships, 
the men were, at fin.t, very quarrelsome among 
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themselves; but Captain Broke's judicious plan 
of discipline, aided by his fatherly conduct, sOon 
reconciled all parties, and made them, what in 
truth they were, a fine ship's company. 

The first Halifax account of the action esti
mated the Shannon's full complement at 335; 
including, by mistake, the midshipman and four 
men sent away in the brig William; and who had 
I·e-joined their ship, upOIi her arrival in Hali
fax. Now that fact is explailled,·we have another 
instance of correctnes~· in Captain Broke's letter 
of challenge. He stated the Shailllon's comple
ment to consist of "330 men and boys :"-yet, 
say the Americans, " he under-rated his ship's· 
force." 

Lieutenant Budd, in his letter, says :-" The . . 
Shannon had, in addition to her full complement, 
an officer and sixteen ll.len belonging to the Belle 
Pouie, and a part of the crew belonging to the 
Tenedos." (App. No. 39.)-It appears that Mr. 
Budd, while on board the Shannon, observed 
three or four of the seamen's hats with "Tene
dos" written in front. This is easily accounted 
for, when it is known, that the hvo ships had 
been cruizing together for three lllonths; and 
bad, of course, kept up a constant intercourse by 
boats. Suppose the U. S. frigate Congress, of the 
same fOfee as the Chesapeake, had, at a subse
quent day, sailed out from Portsmouth, N. 
Hampshire, to fight the Tenedos, (which shipp 
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singly, blockaded her for some weeks,) such 
another acute observer as Mr. Budd would, upon 
seeing some of the Shanll(}ll's hats on the sea
men's heads, have declared that the Tenedos 
had, "in addition to her full complement, a 
part of the crew belonging to the Shannon."
Admitting, also, that seven, not " sixteen," of 
the Shannon)s men, originally came from the 
Belle-Poule, what had that to do with the Shan
non's complement in an action fought seven 
years afterwards? So that, < all the draughted 
men a ship may receive on board, when manning 
fOl' sea, are-" in addition to her full com ple
ment."-The Americans have another curious 
way of computing the complements of British 
ships; best illustrated by an anecdote. An 
American prisoner on parole near Halifax N. S. 
had the following conversation with an English
man of the neighbourhood:-" Pray, what may 
be that frigate's complement?" pointing to one 
that had just anchored. -" About 302."

"What number of officers has she?"-" In al1, 
about 63."-'-" Marines ?"-' , About 50." The 
American, then, after a short pause, turning to 
one of his countrymen present, says,-" They 
tell us the British don't half-man their ships, but 
I guess, our government would not think of giv
ing to a shlp like that, a greater complement 
than 415."-May not some calculation of this 
sort have been submitted to the "court of in· 
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quiry on the loss of the Chesapeake"?-The 
addition of the" 63 officers," without the " ma~ 
rines," to the Shannon's "330 men and 'boys," 
amounts to very little short of" 396;" the num
ber appearing in the" Report," as the Shannon's 
complement. 

After a writer in a Boston newspaper has in
sisted, that the "native Americans" on board 
the Chesapeake fought like heroes, and that the 
British part of the crew behaved treacherously, 
he very naturally asks-" Can any of your cor
respondents inform us, whether any Americans 
were on board the Shannon ?"-Yes ; there were 
some,-in her hold; though not so many, by 
several scores, as were in the Chesapeal~e's hold, 
in a very few seconds after the Shannon's 20 
boarders sprang upon her quarter-deck. 

The Chesapeake mounted twenty-eight long 
I8-pounders upon the main-deck; sixteen car
ronades, 32-pounders, upon the quarter-deck; 
four carronades, 32-pounders, and a long 18-

pounder, shifting gun, upon the forecastle. 
Such an upper battery is possessed by no 18-

pounder frigate in the British navy. The Chesa. 
peake had, also, a 12-pound carronade; but it 
is doubtful whether or not it was nlOunted in the 
action. A very simple, and well contrived e]e. 
vating carriage, and another for boat-service, 
belonged~ to it; but the carronacle itself, quite 
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perfect, was found dismounted; and will not be 
estimated. The Chesapeake's proper armament, 
therefore, consisted of 50 guns; although, in the 
action, she had on]y 49 mounted. Of these, she 
fought 2.5 upon the broadside; the same as the 
Shannon. The Chesapeake had a spare port 011 

each side of her forecastle, between the bow-port, 
and that through which she fought her shifting 
IS-pounder. 

The Chesapeake'~ guns had all names, en. 
g-raven on small squares of copper-plate. To 
give some idea of American taste in these mat. 
tel's, here follow the names of her guns upon one 
broadside: - Main.deck; "B1'other Jonatlwn, 
True BIlle, Yankee Protection, Putnam, Raging 
Eagle, Vipe1', General Wm'ren, JJfad Anthony, 
America, ~Vashillgton, Libe1'ty for Ever, Dread
nought, Difi,ance, Libel'ty or Death. "-Forecastle; 
"United Tars," shifting IS-pounder, "Jump
ing Billy, Ratler," c3rronades. Quarter.deck; 
"Bull-dog, Spitfire, Nancy Dawson, Revenge, 
Bunke1"s Hill, Pocohantas, Towser, Wilful "JIIU1'
del'," carronacies; total 25. 

}\ n immense quantity of the dismantling 
shot represented in the plate; as well of single 
iron bolts, crow-bars, broken marline-spikes, 
old iron, &c. were taken out of the Chesapeake. 
The whole mass, weighing nearly half a ton, 
was sold at auction in Halifax; and the greater 
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part has long since been converted into horse
~hoes, plough-shares, and other articles of inno
cent utility. 

A desire to torment, as well as to destroy, 
must have influenced the Americans; oi- why 
were the Chesapeake's canister-shot made up 
with angular and jagged pieces of iron, broken 
gun-locks, copper nails, &c.? Many of the 
Shannon's men suffered extremely by being so 
wounded; especially, during the tedious opera
tion of extracting such abominable stuff from 
different parts of their bodies. Among the 
Chesapeake's small-arms, ""ere found several 
rifle-gUllS; an additional proof that the Ameri
cans use them in their sea-fights. 

A large cask of lime, with the head open, 
bad been standing upon the Chesapeake's fore
castle, but was knocked to pieces by one of the 
Shannon's shot. A bag of the same was found 
in the fore-top. Long after the Che'sapeake ar
rived in Halifax, the remains ot the lime were 
to be seen about the forecastle. For what pre. 
cise use this lime was intended, has never been 
ful1y explained. The following relation of a 
circumstance) which took place before the use 
of gunpowder was known, may perhaps assist 
the reader in his conjectures. 

" • The French having invaded En~]and, 

(Henry 3d, ]217,) Hubert de Burgh, governor of 
Dover Castle, discovering a fleet of 80 stout 
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ships standing over to the coast of Kent, put to 
sea with 40 ships, and having gained the wind 
of them, ran down several of the smaller ships. 
and dosing with the others, threw on board a quan
tity of quick-lime; which, blowing in their faces, 
blinded them so effectually, that they found them
selves obliged to bear away; but, being instantly 
boarded by the English, they were all either 
taken or sunk."-(Scomberg's Nav. Chronol. 
vol. i. p.9.) That the Chesapeake's men made 
110 such wicked use of the lime, -is true; because 
that on the forecastle, being scattered by the 
shot, could not well injure any others than those 
standing round it; and Midshipman Smith, 
and his gallant followers, came too unexpect
edly into the fore-top, to admit of the lime 
there placed, being used at all. 

Now for the most difficult part in the esti
mate of an American ship's force: her comple
ment of men on going into action. 

Lieutenant George Budd, the surviving com· 
manding officer of the Chesapeake, deposed, on 
the 19th of June, at the admiralty-office in 
Halifax, as follows :-" He does not know the 
number of hands on board at the time of cap
ture, but will procure a copy of the muster-roll. 
He supposes there might have been about 340 
hands on board at the time of capture." 

This gentleman's official letter bears date four 
days previous to his deposition. In that letter, 
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he g'ives the names of "47 killed i" and this: 
before, as it would appeal' above, he had " pro
cured a copy of the muster-roll." How hap
pened Mr. Budd not to know, that the" number 
of hands" late belonging to the Chesapeake, 
mustered after the action, amounted to 333?· 
Even the number upon the books of the agent 
for prisoners, at Halifax, after most of the mor
tally wounded had died, amounted to 326. To 
suppose him acquainted with these facts, at the 
time that he made his deposition, would be ac
cusing him of, at least, a wilful absurdity; for, 
his" 47 killed," added to the 333 prisoners, 
would make 380, instead of "about 340." It 
is thought that, by" hands," Mr. Budd meant, 
" exclusive of officers ;" which amounted to 70, 
at least. In that case, we should have 410 for 
the Chesapeake's complement, on going into 
action. Two muster-rolls were found: one 
contained, after deducting the runnings and 
discharges, the names of 389; the other, 
wI·jtten up to the morning of the action, 
of 391. Soine of the discharges bore date 011 

the very day before the action. There can be no 
doubt, therefore, that on the morning of the 
action, the Chesapeake had a complement of 
391. 

It was currently reported at Boston, that se ... 
veral volunteers joined the Chesapeake, as she 
was getting under way. Some of the petty-
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officers, after their ani val at Melville-island 
prison, confessed that 30 or 40 hands, princi
pally from the Constitution, came on board; 
but whose names, in the hurry and confusion, 
were not entered in the purser's books. 

In corroboration of several men having joined 
the ship, a very short time before the action, a 
number of bags and hammocks were found lying 
in the boats, stowed over the booms; and, in 
direct proof that some of the Constitution's men 
were on board the Chesapeake, three or four of 
the Guerriel'e's Americans, who, after that ship's 
capture, enlisted on board the Constitution, (see 
p. 107,) were among the prisoners tal~en out of 
the Chesapeake; apd were immediately recog
llised by their former shipmates, now, as stated 
before, serving on board the Shannon. 

Even 440, the number given as the comple
ment of the Chesapeake in Captain Broke's let
ter, was not founded on mere surmise. That 
number was known to have been her comple
ment on a former occasion; (see p. 71;) and, 
after the Chesapeake had been several weeks in 
Halifax, a letter was found in one of her lockers, 
dated in 1811, from Robert Sm.ith, Esq. the 
secretary of state at that time, to Captain Sa
muel Evans, at Boston; directing him to open 
hom:ies of rendezvous for manning the Chesa
peake; and. enumerating the difterent classes, 
to the amount of '143. This, too, was in times 
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of profound peace; when no Shannon was cruiz .. 
ing, in defiance, off the harbour. 

Again, the Congress, of the same force as the 
Chesapeake, arrived at Portsmouth, N. Hamp. 
shire, with (according to a publi~hed letter from 
one of her officers) 410 men of her crew on 
board; besides having lost four by death, and 
manned a prize with some others. 

At the time the Chesapeake 'sailed out, the 
Constitution was lying in Boston, fully manned. 
So were several gun-boats, and one or two large 
privateers; and seamen were swai'ming' in the 
town. Can it then, fOt' a moment, he believed, 
that Captain Lawrence, knowing all enemy's 
frig'ate was waiting outside for him, would not 
take advantage of all this, and place on board 
his own ship an ample and effective crew? 
However, let the real number of the Chesa
peake's crew have been what it may, the l1lim
bel' upon the last-found muster-roll, is all that 
can, with propriety, appear in the statement of 
comparative force; and which number is thus 
accounted for :-

Killed in the action, 
Died in the passage. 

61 
4 

65 
Prisoners received by the agent, 3£6 

N umbel' upon the last-found muster-roll, 391 

Among the prisoners, thrre were but ten dis-
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tinguished by the American officers as boys; 
and only three that would come under that de
nomination on board a British ship of war. 
Seven, however, will be allowed. 

The Chesapea~e's gunner, Matthew Rogers, 
was an Irishman; the carpenter, George Miller, 
a native of Nova Scotia; and there were 34 
others of the crew, recognized as British 
subjects. One· man was hanged at Spithead; 
and several were pardoned. By some misma
nagement, the first-named notorious traitor, 
Matthew Rogers, instead of being sent home for 
trial, was allowed to return, laughing in his 
sleeve, to his adopted country. A Boston jour
nl,tl, among other excuses fQr the Chesapeake's 
loss, contains some very amusing remarks about 
" the cowardice of some of the crew who were 
not Americans." -" There are no better sailors 
in the world," says the American editor, " than 
our own; and it seems hard that the war should 
be carried on for 'nothing but British sailors' 
rights, (!!) and that those same sailors I!.hould 
desert us in the moment of conflict. Cowardice 
is a species of treason. If renegado English
men are permitted to fight under our Hag, it 
becomes pruflent not to mix our own people 
with them to be destroyed i-for, at the critical 
moment when the boarders were called for, the 
foreigners all ran below, while not a native 
American shrank from the conflict." Yet thlt 
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name of the poor panic-struck bugleman, ".WiI
liam Bl'own," does not appear in the ag~nt's 
"list of British subjects, late belonging to the 
Chesapeake." As, then, William Brown, unless 
he had misnamed himself, was certainly not a 
Portuguese, Dane, or Swede, the inference is 
pretty clear, that he was a "native American." 

Another Boston editor attributes the success 
of the boarding'-assault to "the bugleman's 
being killed early in the action:" when, a' full 
twelvemonth aftewards, a court-martial, held at 
New London, "on certain persons, officers on, 
board the U. S. frigate Chesapeake, at the time of 
her capture by the Shannon," finds-" 'ViIli~m 
Brown, buglemall.guilty of cowardice; and 
sentences him to receive 300 lashes." (Nav. 
ehron. vol. xxxiii. 1" 70.) 

The Chesapeake's crew were remarkably 
stout, healthy young men; especially when con
trasted with the Shannon's; most of whom were 
rather below the middle stature, and a great 
proportion old or elderly men. As one proof 
of stoutness in the Chesapeake's men, the hand~ 
cuffs that had been placed upon her deck,ready 
to secure the British crew, as soon as the Shan .. 
non was captured, caused, when appl~ed to the 
wrists of the A mericans, many of them to wince. 
with pain. 

It requires a stout heart as well as a stout 
body, to bear the brunt of a boarding-assault. 
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Men may, as the" Report" says, " behave well 
at their quarters, and fire on the enemy with 
great rapidity and precision;" but it is the per
sonalconfliot, the glittering broadsword, bran
dished aloft, that tries a seaman's valor. 

The effect this had upon the Chesapeake's 
crew, is made one of the" causes of complaint" 
in the said "Report." Thus:" Against the 
crew generally; that they deserted their qual' .. 
ters, and ran below, aftel' the ships were foul, 
and the enemy boarded." Mr. Clarke, feeling 
it to be his province to rebut this serious charge, 
says :-" Her (the Chesapeake's) commander 
was but 1'ery slightly acquainted with his crew; 
the greater part of whom were new recruits." 
" She, as has been already observed, was but an 
indifferent vessel, and at the moment the Shan
non appeared, was not in complete order for an 
engagement. But Lawrence had himself chal
lenged a British vessel; the sight of one riding 
in defiance before him, was 100 much for his 
11l'ide to bear. He, in consequence, put 10 sea 
on the lst of .June, having hoisted a white flag 
\vith 'F1'ee trade and sailors' 1'igltts.'-He (Cap
tain Lawrence) addressed his men in a short 
discourse, but it was received with no marks of 
approbation. Discontent was apparent among 
a part of the crew, and complaints were mut
tered of not having received their prize-money. 
The boatswain, a Portuguese, was the principal 
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instigator of this dissatisfaction. Lawrence, 
unacquainted with his crew, resolved to remove 
the cause of their complaint. He ordered the 
purser to give prize-checks to those who had 
received none." (Nav. Hist. vol. i. p.205.) 

It is evident, that Mr. Clarke attributes CapM 
tain Lawrence's" being but very slightly ac
quainted with his crew," to the greater part of 
them being " new recruits."-In the American 
naval service, men enlist for two years, and sign 
articles, the same as in the merchant-service. 
We have seen that, in 1811, the Chesapeake re
cruited for, and no doubt obtained, a comple
ment of 443. The men's terms of service would 
have about expired in April, 1813 l when the 
Chesapeake arrived from a cruize. An intelli
gent English gentleman was at that time a resi~ 
dent of Boston; and the nature of his pursuits 
gave him a full opportunity of witnessing the 
manning and equipment of the United States' 
vessels then in port. He declares that the greater 
part of the Chesapeake's m'ew, as "vas very ellS

tomm'y in the service, re-entered; that, to fill 
up her complement, four houses of rendezvous 
were opened,; that the moment a man declared 
himself a can,didate, he received a dollar, and 
accompanied an officer to the ship; where he 
was examined as to his' knowledge of seaman
ship, age, muscular strength, &c. by a board of 
offic~rs) consisting of the master, surgeon, and 

R 
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others; that, if approved, he signed the al'ti
des, and remained where he was; if rejected, 
returned home with a dollar in his pocket; that 
frequently, out of five boat-loads of men that 
would go off to the ship, in the course of the 
day, three would come back, not eligible. So 
much for 1\11'. Clarke's " new recruits."-The 
features of the American war would have bome 
a very different aspect, could British ships have 
been manned in a similar way. 

During her last cruize the Chesapeake sent in 
one prize, the Volunteer, "said to be worth 
150,OOOl. sterling."-It could, therefore, be only 
among the men who belonged to her in that for
tunate cruize, that " complaints were muttered 
of not having received their prize-money." 
And how could Captain Lawrence better" re
move the cause of their complaint," than by 
ordering "the pursel' to give prize-checks to 
those who had received none"? All this clearly 
shews, that the majority of the Chesapeake's 
crew were the same she had been manned with 
since 1811: and, from the fastidiousness of her 
officers in filling up the deficiencies, and the 
fine appearance of the captured men, it is highly 
probable that the Chesapeake, under Captain 
Lawrence, had full as good a crew as she ever 
£ailed with. 

Not a word is there in the "Report" about 
"new recruits;" but the same object is at-
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tempted by a statement; that" most of the offi
cers had recently joined the ship, some only a 
few days preceding' the engagement."-Captain 
Lawrence anived in the Hornet, from a cruize, 
on the 29th of March; and Mr. Clarke says he 
was, "shortly after his arrival at New York, 
appointed to the Ches~peake." That ship, we 
have seen, arrived at Boston about a fortnight 
afterwards; and, therefore. Captain Lawrence 
must have taken the command of her, within a, 

day or two of that period. He probably brought 
with him some favorite officers. The Chesa
peake's regular first lieutenant, Mr. Page, was 
left on shore sick; but still she had one lieu,.. 
tenant more than the Shannon; and where was 
there a braver man, or better officer, than her 
first lieutenant in the action, Lud1ow? He, 
poor fellow, died a few days after he was brought 
to Halifax: previous to which it was hoped that 
his valuable life would be saved. 

Has Mr. Clarke the effrontery to can the 
boatswain. a Portuguese ?-The Chesapeake's 
boatswain was brought in, mortally wounded; 
and his name in the agent's book, is, "Peter 
Adams." He was boatswain of the Constitu
tion, when she took the Guerriere; and so far 
from being a "Portuguese," or eyen a British 
:subject, was a native American. 

Mr. Clal'ke says the Chesapeake "was but an 
indifferent vessel."--Would his government) had 

R 2 
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that been the case, have expended 150,000 dollars, 
only a few months before she was captured, in 
thoroughly repairing her ?-Captain Evans, in 
a letter to the secretary of the navy, gave tlte 
Chesapeake a very high character; and the cap
ture of the Volunteer, was considered to have 
wiped off the " unlucky" from her name. Her 
men, therefore, would naturally be stimulated 
to make more "prize-money;" and (what glee 
they must all have been in!) the very object of 
their wishes, "the finest ship of her rate in the 
British navy," was beckoning to them to come 
and take her. 

According to Lieutenant Budd's letter, the 
Chesapeake "proceeded on a cruize, a ship of 
war in sight, believed to be the British frigate 
Shannon."-Is Mr. Clarke aware of the re
sponsibility he attaches to Commodore Bain
bridge, the naval commanding-officer at Boston, 
by dec1ariug, that the Chesapeake" was not in 
complete order for an engagement" ?-Fortu
nately for the commodore, it is too well known 
that, however different may be the case with 
British, American ships of war never" proceed 
on a cruize," in ordinary cases even, till per
fectly ready. It is known, also, that their men 
a.re drilled at the guns, in harbour as wel1 as at sea: 
consequently, they cannot be out of practice. 

The Shannon was built at Chatham in 1806. 

Two Shannons had previously been lost. One, 
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a 32-gun frigate, was built in 1796; and lost by 
shipwreck, in 1800. The other, of 36 guns, 

. was built in 1803 ; and, in the same year, struck 
the ground in a gale, and was wrecked under 
the batteries of Cape la Hogue. The seamen, 
in consequence, applied the term" unlucky" to 
the present Shannon; and she was not manned 
without the greatest difficulty; and then only, 
by draughts from other ships. The fact of the 
Chesapeake, also, having been denominated" an 
unlucky ship," is a strange coincidence. 

The Chesapeake was built in Norfolk, Virgi

nia, in 1797; and cost 220,677 dollars, 8e. cents} 
or 61,2991. 8s. sterling. The American papers, 

/ announcing her launch, highly commended her 
model, strength, and workmanship. 

Dimensions of the two ships. 

Shannon. Chesapeake. 

Ft. In, Ft. In. 
Length of lower-deck, from} 

rabbit to rabbit, 150 Q 151 0 

Breadth, extreme, 39 n~ 40 11 

Depth in hold, 12 I I ]3 9 

Main-deck beams, {broad, or sided, I 0 1 Sf 
deep, or moulded, 0 I 1 I of 

Main-mast, {length, 9'2 0 93 4 
diameter, '2 3i 2 6 

Main-top-mast, { length, 55 '2 58 10 
diameter, 1 41 1 5i 2 

Main-yard, { length, 81 6 84 9 
diameter, 1 7k 1 7i-

M . 'I d fength, 60 9 63 8 
am-tofl-sal -yar) d' t 1 02. 1 1;f lame er, o· 
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It appears, therefore~ that whatever difference 
existed between the two ships, in point of size, 
was in favor of the Chesapeake; yet the Ameri
cans would have had us believe, that the Shan
non was by far the larger ship. The Shannon 
is constructed somewhat differently from the 
Macedonian and her class, in having seven, in
stead of eight ports of a-side upon the quarter
deck; which occasioned Captain Broke to fit up 
the two gangways as ports, fOT the reception of 
his boat-guns. The Chesapeake has eight ports 
of a-side upon the quarter-deck, the same as 
the President; and a much larger forecastle, 
with an additional port on each side; which 
gives her, in all, the same number of broadside
ports as the President. This may account for 
the Chesapeake's having formerly rated of 44 
guns. 

Previous to her capture, the Chesapeake had 
undergone a very complete repair: since which 
she has returned from a long cruize off the Cape 
of Good Hope; and although, as Mr. Clarke 
says, " the worst ship in the navy of the United 
States," is now considered as one of the finest 
frigates of her class in the navy of Great Bri
tain. Mr. Low, the editor of the" History of 
the War," ,vas too well versed in fig'UJ'ative lan
guage, not to be ready with the very best anti
thesis to his friend's description of the Chesa. 
peake. He therefore calls the Shannon-" the 
best frigate in the Britil)h navy." 
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Compamtive force of the i1VO ships. 

Shannon, 

B d "d 1 " d 5" I. <Tuns, '270 faa Sl e-meta 111 pOlin s, l to> nCB 

Cor.nplement, 

Size in tons, 

' .l carr, "" ) 

{
teen, 
boys, 

--538 
s06 

24 
--3.30 

1066 

Chesapeake, 

'270 
:)'20 
-- 5£)0 
.'184 

7 
--391 

1135 

Yet, says the "Report,"-" the capture of 
the U. S. frigate Chesapeake, by the superior 

force of the British frigate Shannon" !-But is 
not this language quite consistent with that 
used at the capture of our three frigates? If 
the Shannon and Chesapeake were admitted, 
by Americans, to have been equally matched, 
it would be giving the lie to all their former 
assertiOl'is; and hurling a host of " heroes" from 
the very pinnacle of fame, down to the level of 
ordinary men. 

I t was beneath the dignity of Americans, 
after having captured so many British vessels 
of " superior force," to attribute their defeat, 
in the present instance, to a "superiority of 
force". Therefore, the Shannon's" superiorityH 
appears rather as a collateral circumstance; 
while the causes of the Chesapeake'S capture are 
asserted to have been, " the almost unexampled 
early fall of Captain Lawl'ence, and aU the prin,. 
cipal officers; the bugleman's desertion of his 
(luarters, and inability to sound hi~.horn!' 
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That" all the principal officers" fell early, is 
false. The first lieutenant received the wound 
that disabled him, while making an effort to 
repel the boarders; and neither the second, nor 
third lieutenant~ was wounded, till the board~ 
ing took place. True, the Chesapeake's com
mander was mortally wounded. In how many 
of our naval combats with the Americans, has 
that happened to us? In using' the word" unex
ampled," perhaps the court confined its view to 
what generally occurred on board American 
vessels :' then, indeed, no one can dispute th~ 
correctness of the expression. The excuse about 
" the bugleman's desartion of his quarters, and 
inability to sound his horn," was a proper topic 
for Mr. Clarke and Mr. Low to expatiate upon, 
but cuts a very ridiculous figure in the solemn 
decree of a "court of inquiry." 

The court first duly arranges some ifs, proba
blys, and might liaves, and then designates the 
whole an "almost unexampled concurrence of 
disastrous circmnstances." Were any of the 
Chesapeake's masts shot away? Did either of 
our three frigates surrender with theil·· ~asts 
standing ?~But, says the "RepoJ·t,"-" if the 
Chesapeake had not accidentally fallen on board 
the Shannon, and the Shannon's anchor got foul 
in the after q narter-port of the Chesapeake, the 
Shannon must have very soon surrendered or 
sunk." Falling on board is then a "disastrous 
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ci~'cumstance"? It may be so, in the opinion of 
Americans; but Britons always consider the 
event that enables them to grapple and man
fully oppose their enemy, as a fortunate, not a 
" disastrous" circumstance. Nor, had the ships 
kept clear, would the Shannon" have very s90n 
surrendered or sunk."-It was in practical gun
nery, wherein the Shannon's men so gt'eatIy ex
celled the common run of 13ritish crews. In 
braver)", all are alike. Had the Chesapeake 
hauled up sooner, and kept at long shot, she 

. would also have found her match. Masts might 
have fallen; encreased slaughter ensued; and 
the action been protracted to the length of the 
Java's, still a succession of firing, such as the 
Shannon's was, must have given her the victory. 

Had the two ships been dismasted, the con
queror might have been compelled to leave his 
trophy behind ; nay, his own safety would have 
been hazarded. The action took place within 
easy signal-distance of Boston-light-house; and 
there were lying in Boston, besides ~he Consti
tution, several gun-boats, a brig, and some 
schooner privateers. The wind was fail'. Even 
the Constitution, half rigged as she was, could 
have come out to the Chesapeake's rescue; an(1 
the gun-boats, already in the bay, might, with 
their long 32s and 24s, (the wind being light,) 
have considerably inj ured the Shannon, from the 
moment she became disabled. Or, suppose that, 
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during the action, the wind had chopped round, 
and blown a gale from the seaward; one ship 
would have been in the Hry mouth of her own 
harbour; which, without a stick standing, she 
might have reached in safety: the other, em
ba.,yed, and close on board an enemy's coast; 
upon which she could sc~:rcely avoid being 
stranded. Even had the gale commenced after 
possession, the only difference is, that both ships 
must have shared the same fate. 

These were, doubtless, some of the" favorable 
circumstances," which Mr. Clarke says, in addi
tion to a " superiority of force," attended the 
Shannon; and the facility with which the Chesa
peake could have procured the aid of her friends, 
was, upon the same principle, among the" parti
cular disadvantages," under which she labored. 

In most of our unsuccessful actions, the nume
tical superiority of the Americans has amounted, 
by the time the flag was struck, to two, three, 
fOllr, and, in one instanG.e, seven to one; and, in 
naval actions generally, the conquerors outnum
ber ,their prisoners. But, if we take the whole 
that were alive on each side, the reverse was the 
fact, when the Chesapeake surrendered to the 

Shannon; the former having 333, the latter but 
307, hands on board, including a large propor
tion of boys. The truth is, the destructive fire 

of the Shann«:m came wholly unexpected. It 
appalled the majority of the Chesapeake's crew; 
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caused the men, as the" Report" says, "almost 
universally to desert their quarters;" and then 
the sudden appearance of Captain Broke and the 
boarders, made the Chesapeake an easy conquest. 

Although the Chesapeake's first lieutenant, at 
Halifax, two days before the appearance of un:. 
favourable symptoms, when his wounds were 
perfectly easy, and he had no apprehension of 
danger, said, in the presence of several gentle· 
men :-" When I thought myseJf supported by at 
least twepty of the Chesapeake's crew, to resist 
the Shannon's boarders, I found they had all 
}'un below;"-although the "Report" has stated 
that even a midshipman "Jeft his quarters;" 
and has charged" the crew generally, that they 
deserted their quarters ;"-yet the court-" can· 
not perceive, that the national flag has suffered 
any dishonor from the capture of the U. S. 
frigate Chesapeake"! 

Whatever " superiority of force"existed, was 
clearly on the side of the Chesapeake. As Bri· 
tons, .that we scorn to estimate; and even the 
American star and chain-shot, and hogshead of 
lime, shall not be allowed to disturb the equality 
and fairness of the action. But Captain Broke 
did something more than capture a frigate of 
equal force: he sought and commenced the at
tack, close to an enemy's port, filled with armed 
vessels; and then, beat his ship in eleven, and 
captured her in fifteen minutes. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Commodore Rodgers's account C!f his chase oj! tlte 
North Cape-The chasing ships identified as the 
Alexandria and Spitfire-Bentificial effects of 
Captain Cathcarl's gallantry-Dominica falls in 
with and engages the Decatur-No British '!fJi
cial account of the action-Enemy's details of 
it-Loss and force of each vessel-Statement of 
comparative force-Boxe1' encounters the Enter
prize-Details <?f the action-No British official 
account-Damage and loss 0/ each vessel-Their 
"elative force, in gun,s, men, and size-Ameriran 
accounts- Statement of cumparative force
Remarks thereon. 

THE U. S. frigates President and Congress, 
left Boston upon a cruize on the 1st of May. 
The Congress parted company; and the Presi
dent, towards the latter end of June, put into 
Bergen, in Norway; whence she departed on 
the 2d of July. Commodore Rodgers, having 
gained information, that thirty sail of whalers, 
under the protection of two brigs of war, would 
be at Archangel in the middle of July, bent his 
course for the North Cape, in the hopes of inter-
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cepting them. The commodore cruized about, 
tiU the 19th of July; when, just as he expected 
to fall in with the fleet, the President was chased 
from bel' cmizing ground by_CO a line-of-battle 
ship and a frigate."-Here are the commodore's 
own words, extracted from his official letter, 
dated" Newport, September 27, 1813." 

"In this object the enemy had the good for
tune to disappoint me, by a line-of-battle ship 
and a frigate making their appearance off North 
Cape, on the 19th of July, just as I was in mo
mentary expectation of meeting the enemy's 
convoy. On first discovering the enemy's two 
ships of war, not being able, owing to the hazi
ness of the weather, t9 ascertain their character 
with precision, I stood towards them, until mak
ing out what they were, I hauled by the wind on 
the opposite tack to avuid them; but, owing to 
faint, variable winds, calms, and entire day
light, (the sun in that latitude, at that season, 
appearing at midnight several degTees above the 
horizon,) they were enabled to continue the 
chase upwards of 80 hours; during which time~ 
owing to different changes of the wind in their 
favor, they were brought quite as near as was 
desirable. At the time of meeting with the ene
my's two ships, the privateer Scourge, of New 
York, which I had fallen inwith the day before, 
was in company ; but their attention was so 
nUJch engrossed by the President, that they per~ 
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mitted the Scourge to escape, without appearing 
to take any notice of her." 

The above " line-of-battle ship and frigate" 
were no other than the Alexandria, an old fir 
frigate, of the same armament and size as the 

. Southampton, (see p. 83,) and the Spitfire sloop, 
(formerly a fire-ship,) armed chiefly with 24-

pound carronades. 
It may, perhaps, afford some satisfaction to 

those of the President's officers, who differed in 
opinion from the commodore, as to the character 
of the two chasing ships, to see an extract from 
the Alexandria's log-book, commencing at noon, 
and ending at midnight, on the 19th of July . 

. Courses. Dist. Lat. Long. Bearings, &c; at noon. 

--- ---. --------1------
S.65 E. 144 71° 40' 10° IS'E. N.CapeS.72E.1l7milell 

- ---------------
11 3 4 Do. weather. At 2. saw a sail 

3 S.E.byE. to·wiudward; observed her to. be a 
21 frigate, and a large schooner in 

~I 
3 
2 

company. 

51 2 S.by E. Vble. At 5. 40. wore. 
6 2 4 6. tacked. 

71 4 4 
8 2 4 
91 

1 6 W·tN. 9. all sail in chalCi. 
10 1 6 
11 6 
12 6 l~. sloop in company. 

Among the prisoners on board the President, 
at the time of the chase, were the master and 
mate of the snow Daphne, of Whitby. Accord
ing to the Journ~l of these men, published in 
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the newspapers, they, as well as many of the 
President's officers and men, were convinced that 
the chasing ships were a small frigate and a sloop 
of war. They describe, in a, ludicrous manner, 
the preparations on board the President, to resist 
the attack of this formidable sq uadron. During 
each of the three days, a treble allowance of 
grog was served out to the crew; and an imd 
mense quantity of star, chain, and other kinds 
of dismantling shot, got upon deck in readiness 
for the action. It appears, also, that when the 
Eliza Swan, whaler, hove in sight, a few days 
afterwards, she was supposed to be a large ship 
of war; and the ceremony with the grog and 
dismantling shot was repeated. After a very 
cautious approach, the commodore most gladly 
d.iscovered the chase to be a clump of a mer .. 
chantman, and made prize of her accordingly. 

It was then, indeed, the Alexandria and Spit~ 
-fire, and not a line-of-battle ship and frigate," 
that, for 80 hours, chased the U. S. ship Presi. 
dent, Commodore Rodgers; and which were, at 
one time, "quite as near as was desirable"! The 
promptitude and gallantry of Captain Cathcart, 
l:iaved a fleet of 30 ships; but, considering that 
the force of the Alexandria and Spitfire, united, 
scarcely amounted to half the force of the Pre~ 
sident, without reckoning the Scourge,· with 
10 guns, and at least 120 men, it must be pro
nounced a very fortunate circumstance, that the 
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glasses on board the President possessed such 
extraordinary magni(ying powers. 

On the 5th of August, H. M. schooner Domid 
nica, having' under convoy the Princess Char
lotte packet, from St. Th~Hnas's, fell in with the 
privateer-schooner Decatur, off the southern 
coast of the United States. After a contest of 
three quarters of an bour, during which the 
boarders were twice repulsed, the Decatur's 
"whole crew" succeeded in getting upon the 
Dominica's deck. Here a desperate struggle 
ensued, and continued for several minutes: at 
last, the British crew were overpowered by 
double their number. No official account has 
appeared in the Gazette. The following details 
are extracted from a Charleston paper. 

" A third attempt was made by the captain 
of the Decatur to board. The jib-boom of the 
Decatur was run into the main-sail of the enemy. 
The fire from the artillery and musketry was 
terrible, and well supported on both sides. The 
Dominica, not being able to disengage herself, 
dropped along-side; and it ""vas in this position 
that Captain Diron ordered his whole crew to 
board, armed with pistols, sabres, &c. which 
order was executed with the promptness of light
ning. Mr. Vincent Safith, first prize-master, and 
quarter-master T. Vfasborn, were the two first 
on board the enemy: in doing which the prize-
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master received tluee wounds. The crew of the 
enemy fought with as much courage and bravery, 
as that of the Decatur did, with valor and intre
pidity. Fire-arms now became useless, and the 
crews were fighting hand to hand with cutlasses, 
and throwing cold shot; when, the captain of 
the enemy and the principal officers being killed, 
the deck covered with dead and wounded, the 
English colours were hauled down by the con
querors. In consequence of the orders given by 
the captain of the Decatur, the vessels were then 
separated; the rigging and sails being in e th€ 
worst state possible. 

" During the combat, which lasted an hour, 
the king"s packet, Princess Charlotte, remained 
a silent spectator of the scene; and, as soon as 
the vessels were disengaged from each other, 
~he tacked, and stood to the southward. 

" Killed and wounded on board the Decatur: 
killed 3; wounded 16; one of whom (the car
penter) since dead. On board the Dominica: 
killed 13; wounded 47; of whom 5 are since 
dead of their wounds: total, killed and wounded, 
60. Among the killed are, G. W. Barrette, com
mander; Mr. I. Sacker, master; Mr. D. Brown, 
purser; Mr. Archer and Mr. Parrey, midship. 
men. Wounded, Mr. r. Nichols, midshipman. 
The surgeon and one midshipman were the only 
officers on board who were not killed or wound~d, 
The lieutenant was left on shore sick. 

s 
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" From the above statement," says the Charles~ 
ton editor, "it would appear, that this engage
ment has been the most bloody, and the loss in 
killed and wounded on the part of the enemy, 
in proportion to the number engaged, perhaps 
the greatest, of any action to be found in the re
cords of naval warfare. The surviving officers 
of the Dominica attribute the loss of their vessel 
to the superior skill of the Decatur's crew in the 
use of musketry, and the masterly manreuvering 
of that vessel, by which their carriage-guns were 
rendered nearly useless. Captain Barrette was 
a young man of not more than twenty five years 
of age. He had been wounded early in the ac
tion by two musket-balls in the left arm; but he 
fought till the last rnoment, refusing to surren
der his vessel, although he was urged by the few 
s urvi \'OI'S of his crew to do so; declaring his 
determination not to survive her loss. One of 
the lieutenants of the Decatur received a severe 
sabre-wound in the hand from Captain Barrette, 
a few 1110ments before he fel1. Captain Diron 
is a Frenchman, and most of the officers and 
crew of his vessel are his countrymen. They 
have done themselves immortal honour by the 
humanity and attention displayed towards theil~ 
prisoners after the victory; which is spoken of 
in high terms of approbation, by the surviving' 
officers of the enemy's vesse1." 

" The crew of the Dominica, vl'ith the excep-
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tion of eight or ten boys, were fine-lookiBg; 

young men; but, to see theIl1 in the mangled 
state in which they arrived, 'was enough to freeze 

the blood of one not accustomed to such sights, 
with honor. Among her crew is a smaU boy, 
not elcren years old, who was twice wounded, 
while contending for victory upon her deck." 
--Poor child! it would have suited thee better 
to be throwing dumps than" cold shot,"-to be 
garnboling in the Imrsery, than "con.tending 
for victory" upon a ship's deck. 

The armament of the Dominica was, by the 
American account, twelve canonarles, 12-pol.md

ers, hl/o long 6-pounders, and a 32-pound car
ronade on a pivot; total 15 guns; togethe .. · with 
a brass swivel. Her crelV consisted of 67 Ill.1en, 
and 10 boys. The Charleston paper gives 83 as 
her complernent; but the sentence of the COUl't

martial expressly states, that "there n:l"naiu('d 
only 15 of the Dominica's crew that were not 

either killed or ""ounded"; which nmnber, with 
the unwounded purser and InidstJipman, and 

the enemy's amount of killed and' \volHukd, 

makes 77. 
The Decatur mounted, according to the 

Charleston pape!', six carronades, 12-pol1uders, 

and one long IS-pounder, on a pilOt; "witll 

103 men." The sentence of the cOlut-rnartiai, 

relying upon the evidence adduced, declares hlIe 

had on board " 140 men." The Americans- an~ 

s '2 
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in the habit of excluding the officers, when come 
puting the complements of their own vessels. 
Admitting the same plan to have been adopted 
in this case, the differen.t prize-masters and other 
officers of the Decatur, might easily amount to 
37. But, to be be]ow, rather than above the es
timate, the mean of the two numbers will bE} 
taken. Boys are seldom admitted on board 
priYateers; and in this ves~d, in particular, th.e 
crew consisted chiefly of desperate characteri, 
who had been enured to their business, on board 
French West-India pickaroons. Two boys will 
be an ample al1owance. 

Both these schooners were captured by British 
cruizers, before the war terminated; and thg 
Dominica was again taken into tqe service. The 
size of each vessel, therefore, is accurately ob
tained. 

Comparative force of tILe two schooners. 

Dominica. Decatur. 
Broadside-metal {long guns, 6 18 

in pounds) carronades, 104 36 

Complement, 

Size in tons) 

{
men) 
boys, 

110 54 
67 120 
10 2 

77 - 1~2 
217 232 

Here, in weight of metal, the British vessel 
was doubly superior; but the Decatur's long 
J 8-pounder had caused considerable destruction, 
before the Dominica's shot could reach; and, 
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subsequently, tlie latter's guns were rendered 
nearly useless, by the privateer's excellent 
manreuvres, Boarding immediately followed. 
Against such odds every human effort was una
vailable: still the enemy, with difficulty, cut 
his way through the little band, to the colours 
lashed in the schooner's rigging. 

The gallantry evinced on this occasion elicited 
praises from the enemy; but that enemy was a 
Frenchman. So careful is the American naval 
historian not to indulge in this weakn,ess, that 
he has substituted,-" The resistance of the 
English was desperat~," for all the f;lommenda
tory expressions used in the French details. Mr. 
Clarke has also left out of his account, that the 
Dominica had ~oys in her crew, as well as that 
Captain Diron and most of his crew were French
men. Indeed, so fearful is the editor, lest his 
readers should discover the first-published ac
count to have been a translation, that he has 
substituted" cannon" for" artillery," and made 
other alterations, to place it beyond a doubt, 
that an American commande.r and crew effected 
the Dominica's capture. 

But the editor of the "Sketchesofthe'War" has 
pl'Oved himself the most able historian of any. 
He caBs the action of the Dominica and Deca. 
tur-" a brilliant attack made by a privateer 
upon a-large. sloop ofwar"I-" No event," says 
be, (p. 203,) "probably, in the naval annals, 
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furnishes evidence of a more brilliant and 

decisive victory, gained by a vessel, so infe~ 

riol' ill size, strength, and armament, to her 
. " antagomst. 

C',,-ptain Diron, to flatter the "Vanity of the 

Americans, and suit his own convenience, named 
his vessel the Decatur, and commissioned her 

at the port of Charleston. It is for the latter 

l'eason only, that the action appears in thes~ 

pages. 

On the morning of the ,"lth of Septembel~, 

whHe H. M. brig Boxer, was lying at anchor 
near Penguin Point, a few n:liles to the eastward 
of Portland, in the United States, the Ameri

can brig Enterprise made her appearance. Cap
tain Blyth immediately got under weigh to 
engage her; leaving his surgeon, two midship

men, and an arrl1y-ofncel", a passenger, on 

shore at a phce caHed Manhegal1, "shooting 
. " plgeons. 

The action commenced about a quarter past 
3 P. M. and in the very first broadside, an 18-
rounder shot p,~ssed through Captain Blyth's 
body, and shattered his left ann. The same 
broadside killed a marine and a seaman' and , 
vi'ounded several others of the Boxer's crew. 

Almost immediately after the loss of her gaHant 

commander, the Boxer's main-top-mast was shot 

mray. Tllis enabled the Enterprise to take a 
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raking position, and to maintain it tin the con

test ended. No British official account of this 

action has been published. 
The Boxer was much cut up in hull and 

spars; and lost, besides her commander, 3 tnen 

killed, and 17 men wounded, 4 of them mor
taHy; total killed and v,;mmded 21. 

The Enterprise suffered but little injury in 

lier hull and spars. Her rigging and sails were 
a good deal cut. She lost 1 man killed, her 
commander, a midshipman, and II men wound. 

ed, the :2 first, and 1 man, mortally; - total 
killed and wounded 14. The American official 

letter describes no "slightly wounded." They 
may have amounted to a few n:nore. 

The Boxet arrived on the l\o1'tb Arrl€rican 

station, with the usuaJ armanlent of her class; 
but her commander obtained, at Halifax, two 

additional carronades; making her force, in the 
action,twelve cal'l'onades, lS-pollnders, and two 
long' 6-pounde1's. Gnn-brigs are not allowed 

boat-carronades; consequently, fourteen were 
all the guns the Boxer mounted. The American 

officia} account gives her no more; but Mr. 

Clarke, depending more upon" Niles' VVeekly 
Register," quotes from that:-" His Mnjesty's 

fine brig oj. war Bo~er, of 18 guns ;" and. again 
says :-" BOX€I', guns mounted 18.'J 

The Boxer had, on leaving St. John, N. Bruns
wicli, a few days before the action, 7'l men, 6 
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boys, and a passenger; total 78. Of these, 8 
seamen were absent in a prize; and the passen
ger, surgeon, and 2 midshipmen, as stated be
fore, on shore at Manhegan; leaving a residue 
of 60 men, and 6 boys. 

The prisoners received from the Boxer, ac
cording to the American papers, amounted, 
including the mortally wounded, to 62; making, 
with the 4 killed in the action, 66. To put this 
beyond a doubt, some American gentlemen 
sought for the party that had been left at Man
hegan. An Eastern paper gives the following 
as the substance of their information :-" They 
(the party on shore) gave precisely the same ac
count of the force of the Boxer as the other 
officers, and without communication with them. 
The crew of the Boxer, at the time of the en
gagement, according to their statement, con
sisted only of 66." 

The "Particulars of the action," furnished a 
newspaper-editor by one of the Enterprise's 
officers, stated that, out of " 115 picked men," 
the Boxer had, "when the action commenced, 
104." The official letter declared, that she had 
" between 20 and 25 killed." (App. No. 45.) 
Captain Hull, next, wrote Commodore Bain
bridge, that he, having' " counted upwards of 
90 hammocks," (two are generally allowed for 
each man,) had no doubt she" had 100 men 
on board;" but found it " impossible to get at 
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the number killed." To convince the bulk of 
the Americans, that the Boxer had but 66 men 
and boys, was therefore a vain task. The few 
moderate men who attempted it, were scouted 
as traitors or tories; and even Mr. Clarke, the 
historian, takes the safe side. Although he 
would not acknowledge Lieutenant McCall's 
letter, as any authority for the number of guns 
mounted by the Boxer, he considers it unques. 
tionable, as to the number of her killed. 

The Enterprise mounted fourteen carronades, 
18-pounders, and two, long 9-pounders. One 
American journal, besides giving that as h~r 
force, states the guns, complement, and tonnage 
of the Boxer, with the utmost correctness. The 
compl~ment of the Enterprise dannot be fixed 
with the same certainty as her guns. The com
mander of the British schooner Fly, captured by 
the Enterprise about the 29th of August, and 
carried into Portsmouth, N. Hampshire, says 
the latter sailed from that port in quest of the 
Boxer, Captain Burrows having received intel
ligence of her being on the coast, with part of 
her crew absent; that she (the Enterprise) then 
added several volunteers to her original comple
ment, which consisted of 113 men, and 3 boys. 
Some American papers stated the Enterprise's 
complement as high as 125; others as low as, 
102. The latter probably meant, exclusive of 
offi<:ers. The U. S. brig Viper, of only 12 guns, 
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had 93 men; Nautilus, of 14 guns, 106 men; 
Vixen, of the same force, 130 men; Rattlesnake 
and Syren, of ]6 guns each, 131 and 137 men. 
The two last-named brigs had each 2 lieute
nants, besides her commander; and so had the 
Enterprise. To avoid over-rating the laUer's 
complement, Jet it be fixed at, including volun. 
teers, 120 men, and 3 boys. 

The Enterprise was originally a schooner; and 
her full dimensions, in hull, spars, and sails, as 
a schooner, appear in the M.S. memorandum
book, before referred to. (See p. Ill.} Soon 
after the late war comlnenced, the Enterprise 
'was cut in two, lengthened, (so as to have one 
more port of a-side,) and altered to a brig, at 
'Vashiugton. The Nautilus, captured by the 
Shannon, was also originally a schooner; and 
was altered to a brig without being lengthened. 
By adding, therefore, to the Enterprise's ol'igi
nallength, the distance between the fore-side 
of one of the Nautilus's ports, to the aft side of 
the next port, which is 8 feet 6 inches, we have 
1!J~ present length' of the Enterprise. This 
makes her 215 tons; but several British officers 
,..r1lO have seen the Enterprise, state that she is 
about 260 tons. The Nautilus's top-sides are 
neady as stout as those of our first-class brigs: 
while the Boxer had only one timber between 
each port; which made her top. sides pervious 10 

every grape-shot that was fired. The spars of the 
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Enterprise will be considered as no larger, than 

those which the Nauti~us bad, wIlen captured. 

Dimensions of the two brigs. 

Boxer. 1 Enterprise. 

Ft. Ill. Ft. In. 

Length on deckJrom rabbit to rabbit, );)4 4 97 1 

extreme, ~g p 0" 8 4 ~J 

I,Inin~i~i3:)~) 
S length, 5."] 4 6'2 0 
t diameter, 1 5f 1 lOf 

l'vlain-yard, { length, 39 9 50 0 
diameter, 0 g~ 0 lOf 

Tbis is the prol1Jel' place to gIVe an extract 
fronI the American" Particulars :"-" At 3 P.M. 
tacked, and bore up frw the erlemy, taking him 
to be one of hi.s Illlajesty's brigs of the largest 

size" ! 
None of the praises lavi§hed upon the "fine 

brig of war Boxer," could gain hera place 
among the national vessels of the United States. 

She was put up to auction, and sold as a mer
chant-brig; for \'I'hich. service only, (and that 

in peaceable times,) sIJe was ever calculated. 

Comparafive force of the two brigs. 

Boxer. 

B l 'd 1 • d {1. guns, roac 81 e-meta, 111 poun s, , carr. 

Complement, 

Size in tOllS, 

5 men, 
L boys, 

G 
108 
--114 

60 
6 

66 
]79 

Enterprise. 

9 
]S6 

120 
3 

IS5 
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The superiority in weight of metal is trifling; 
that in number of men, two-fold. Gun-brigs 
are al10wed but one lieutenant, one master's
mate, and two midshipmen. The absence of 
the two midshipmen, the shameful defection of 
the acting master's-mate, and three seamen, 
(App. No.46.) and the fall of her brave com
mander by the first broadside, rendered the 
Boxer's situation, at the very onset of the en
gagement, peculiarly unfortunate. On the 
other hand, the Enterprise, after her commander 
was wounded, had still two lieutenants, and timr 
or five midshipmen, left, to carryon the action. 
These circumstances considered, the disparity 
between the two crews, was even greater than 
the numerical difference, already so great. 

None but a novice in American history, will 
be surprised at the following paragraph in Mr. 
Low's book :-" The President of the United 
States, having considered the Boxer as equal in 
force to the Enterprise, has ordered her to be 
delivered up for the benefit of the captors." 
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CHAPTER Xl, 

Pelican arrives at) and suddenly departs from Cork, 
in quest cif the Argus-Discovet·s, engages, and 
captures her-Damage and loss of each vessel
Pelican's force in guns and men-American ac
counts of both-Argus's force in guns-Disman
tling and other curious shot-Argus compared 
in equipment with British gun-brigs and brig
sloops-Complement cif Argus-Depositions of 
her C!fficers-Size of each vessel considered
Argus's tonnage, by her officers' account-Cor
rected in their favor-Statement of comparative 
force-Remarks thet·eon. 

AT about 6 o'clock on the moming of the 12th 
of August, H. M. brig Pelican arrived at Cork 
from a cruize. Before the sails were furled. 
Captain Maples received orders to put to sea 
.again, in quest of an American sloop of war, 
which had been committing serious depreda
tions in St. George's channel. By half-past 8, 

the Pelican was beating out of the harbour, 
against a very strong breeze, blowing right in; 
accompanied by a heavy sea l a proof of the 
earnestness of her officers and crew. 

Fortunately, a fire of her own making' difiCOq 
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vered the U. S. brig Argus, at 4 o'clock on the 

morning of the 14th~ in lat. 52° 1;5' N. long. 
5° 50' VII. She made no attempt to escape; her 

commander being confident, as it afterwards 
appeared~ of taking any British brig of war, in 

" ten minutes.]) 
At 6 A.rH. the Argus fired her broadside; 

v.'hich, with three cheers, was IHomptly returned 
by the Pelican; and the action commenced, 
within range of nwsketl'Y. (App. Nos. ,12 and 
43.) The firing continued with great spirit, for 
45 minutes; (the mean of the hvo statements;) 
,,,hen the Argus was boarded on the starbonrd

bov\', and instantly carried, without even a shew 

of n"sistance ; although the master's luate of the 

l~elican, who led the party, received his dentll 
from the fore-top, just as he stepped upon the 
enemy's gunwale. Of this no advantage was 
taken; but the colours of the American sloop 
of war were immediately hauled down, by 
the few of hel' own crew that had not run 
below. 

After having read the " Report of the court 
of inquiry on the loss of the Chesapeake," 

(App. No. 40,) the reader may natman)T expect, 
that the ~3Bntence upon the loss of the Argus, 
contains a severe animadversion upon the pal
pable rl.11sbehaviour of her crew: instead of which 

we are tol{l, (App. r~o. lio4,) that" every Ofi1Cel' 

am1 man of the "qrgus, (with the exception of 
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one man, and one boy,) made llse of every prac
tical exertion to capture the British sloop of war 
Pelican"; and that "every officer and man, 
with the exception before mentioned, displayed 
throughout the engagement, a zeal, activity, and 
spirit, in defence of the vessel and flag commit
ted to their protection". 

The A merican official account is remarkable 
for its precision. We have,-" 6.-6. 4.-6. 8.-

6. 12.-6.14.-6.18.-6.25.-6.30.-6.38.
and 6. 47; and each of these trifling intervals is 
so crowded with circumstances, that the reader, 
unless he takes the trouble to sum up the figures, 
rises with a conviction that this " gallant de
fence against superior size and metal," lasted 
two hours, instead of 47 minutes. 

The writer's precision did not extend to the 
manner of the Argus's surrender; nor to her 
force; nor to the Pelican's loss, or number of 
men, in the action; but the letter contains an 
excuse for the capta.ue, as novel as it is ridicu
lous; no other than "the fatigue which the 
crew of the j\ rgvs underwent, from a very rapid 
succession of captures." -This "rapid" work 
consisted of twenty captures; ali made on the 
same cruizing-ground, during; a period of thirty
eight days. Nor was the labour of burning, an 
unprofitable one; {or the American govern

ment allowed a compensation for every vessel 
destroyed.-The "court of inquiry," in its over 
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anxiety to save the national honor, has made a 
sad blunder. Not satisfied with" fatigue" only, 
it must needs add, "exposure"; which was cer
tainly very great, in the month of A ugust. It 
was March when the court sat; which may be 
regarded as some apology. 

Lieutenant ·Watson particularly dwells on the 
unmanageable state of the Argus, in consequence 
of her "having lost the use of her after-sails." 
The reader, if he has not already done it, is re
que8ted to apply this part of the American offi
cial account of the Argus's capture, to the case 
of the Frolic, at the commencement of her en
gagement with the Wasp; marking' well the dif
ference, between what was carried away by shot 
during the action, and what had been carried 
away by a gale two days previous. (See p. 141.) 

On board the Pelican, two shot passed through 
the boatswain's and the carpenter's cabins. Her 
sides W~l'e filled with grape~shot; and her rig
g-ing and sails injured much. Her fore-mast, 
and main-top-mast, were slightly wounded, and 
so were her royals; but no spar was seriously 
hurt. Two of her carronades were dismounted. 
She lost one seaman killed, besides the master's 
mate, Mr . Young; and 5 seamen, slightly wound
ed; total 7: chiefly by the Argus's ulUsketl'y and 
langl'idge; the latter to the torture of the 
wounded. Captain Maples had a nat'row es
cape; a spent canister-shot striking, with some 
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degree of force, one of his waistcoat-buttons, 
and then falling on the deck. 

The Argus was tolerably cut up in her hull. 
Both her lower-masts were" wounded, although 
not badly; and he,' fore-shrouds on one side 
nearly all destroyed: but, like the Chesapeak~ 
the Arg'us had no spar shot away. Of her car
ronades, several were disabled. She lost in the 
action, 6 seamen, killed; her commander, two 
midshipmen, the carpenter, and 3 seamen, mor~ 
tally, her first lieutenant, and 5 seamen, severely, 
and 8 others, slightly wounded; total 24: chiefly, 
if not wholly, by the cannon-shot of the Pelican. 

Like all the other brigs of her class, the Peli. 
can originally mounted 19 guns: sixteen car
ronades, 32-pounders, two long' 6-pounders, 
and a 12-pound launch-carronade; but, when 
at Jamaica, Captain Maples procured two brass 
6s, as standing chace-gulls. In the action, these 
were pointed through the bow-ports; and there
tore could not be used upon the broadside. 

Although that " faithful record of events," 
the American "History of the 'War," was pub
lished three months after Lieutenant Watson's 
letter, giving the exact force of the Pelican in 

guus, had gone the round of the American jOUl'~ 
nals; and although the title-page of the \vork 

assures its readers, that the contents have been 
" carefully compiled from otticial documents," 
Mr. Low states tile Pelican's g'uns at-" twenty 
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twotl2-pound carronades, two long 98, and two 
swivels."-Mr. Clarke had previously made the 
Pelican's " shot in pounds 660;" but he had 
seen nothing American to contradict it. 

The Pelican returned from Jamaica, in the 
spring of 1813, with 116 men and boys in 
complement. On the 20th of June, she received 
from the Salvador del Mundo, at Plymouth, a 
draught of twelve men and boys; but, depart
ing suddenly the next day, left behind eight of 
her best men, absent on leave. In the course 
of July, while watering, and occasionally an
choring,on the north-coast of Ireland, she lost 
six more of her men by desertion; and the se
cond lieutenant, who had gone on shore, had the 
misfortune to be absent, when the Peliean 
sailed from the coast. Her arrival at, and sud
den departure from Cork, upon the sen ice 
which, in less than 48 hours afterwards, she so 
gallantly performed, has already been mentioned. 
It was no proof of that " newly-acquired" cau
tion on our part, which the Americans, at this 
time, fancied was due to their prowess, that 
Captain Maples, with a complement of 101 
men, (including only 1 lieutenant,) and 12 boys, 
sailed out to engage an American sloop of war, 
whose number of men, as reported in all the 
public prints, was 150; and those picked sea
men. On the day of leaving port, the Pelican 
pressed 2 men out of a brjg; and at a quarter 
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past 2 on the morning of the action, which was 
about four houts before the Argus was in her 
possession, she pressed a third man, from another 
brig. The Pelican, therefore, commenced action 
\vith 104 men, and 12 boys: the former of no 
extraordinary quality, and of l'ather diminutive 
size; and most of the latter under 13 years of age. 

Mr. Low, determined to man the Pelican equal 
to the armament he had given her, states that 
she had " ] 79 men, eleven of them volunteers 
for the occasion, from ships at Cork."-We here 
trace some confused account, of the draught 
which the Pelican received from the guard-ship 
at Plymouth. 

The Argus mounted 20 guns: eighteen car
ronades, 24-pounders, and two long 12-pound~ 
ers. This is confirmed by the depositions of the 
two lieutenants and master of the Argus, taken 
before the propel' officer at Plymouth. Yet Mr. 
Low says :-" Argus, sixteen 24-pound canon
ades, and two long 9s;" and the editor of the 
"Naval History" calls "her shot in pounds 
402"; which amounts to tbe same thing', AI
tbough, in the action of the Peacock and Hornet, 
the Americans advanced an opinion, that tbe 
facility with which 24-pound carronades could 
be worked and fired, rendered diem about equal 
to 328; yet the official letter adverts to tbe " su
perior metal" of the Pelican, and the " court 
of inquiry," fhrds, among other " facts/' that, 

T 2 
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"in the number and caliber of her guns, the 
Pelican was decidedly superior to the Argus." 

'Vhen taken possession of, the usual descrip
tion of American shot was found among the. 
Argus's stores; even bayonets lashed together 
wi th rope-yarn, to be discharged at the enemy! 
-The quantity of old iron (about 3 cwt.) and 
copper nails, shewed, at once, what had caused 
so much irritation in the wounds of the few 
British that suffered. 

After the editor of the "Sketches of the 
'War," could calI the Dominica schooner a 
"larg'e sloop of 'war," he may be allowed to 
contrast the "American gun-brig Argus," witb 
the "British sloop <if war Pelican." This inge
nious plan has suggested the idea of extracting 
from the" Naval Pocket Gunner,') a work sanc
tioned by the office of ordnance, the proportions 
of some artic1es of gunner's stores served out to 
British gun-brigs, and brig-sloops of the Peli. 
can's class, for " foreign seJ'Vice," in the way of 
comparison with the gunner's slores found on 
hoard the Argus, and sold at public auction. 

Hr. gun.brig. Br. brig-sloop. Argus. 
No. No. No. 

Muskets 25 40 84 
Pistols 20 20 se 
Swords 30 60 96 
Strong pikes and} 

40 45 5'2 Pole-axes 

After a steady action of three quarters of an 
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hour, the Argus had more powdel'left, than, by 
the above Jittle work, was originally served out 
to the Pelican; and the former's IOUl1U, grape, 
and canister, exclusi\-e of bars of iron, old irOl!, 
&c. \veigheu, at the sale, 22 cwt. 

The Argus's books contain the names, exclu
sive of runnings and discharges, of 157 persons; 
comprising 149 in ., complement," and 8 "su
pernumeraries," 7 of them described as having 
entered, in April, from the U. S. frigate Che~a
peake; the other a "deserter," at l'Orient. 
The Argus had carried thither from New York, 
(which port ~he left on the 21st of June,) .Mr. 
Crawford, the minister to France, and his suite; 
but, as they all victualled themselves, their names 
do not appear on the brig's books. Besides the 
above 157 names, are those of 15 prisoners, taken 
out of a brig the day previous to the action. The 
Argus had captured twenty vessels; of which 
Captain Allen destroyed all but the. He gave 
up two to the prisoners; and manned in 3; of 
which two were recaptured, and the third got 
safe into France. The two lieutenants and mas
ter of the Argus agree in deposing, that, at the 
time of her" capture," she had on board" 125 
officers and mariners." The standing interroga
tories of the court of admiralty, should be varied 
a little, to apply to cases of capture afta action. 
Taking the officer's depositions in a literal sense, 
the Argus commenced action with 131 men; 
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which admits 26 to have been distributed on 
board the three vessels (two brigs and a schooner) 
sent in, without reckoning the men stated by the 
British merchant-masters to have entered from 
their vessels; and which, after the unsuccessful 
issue of the action, would most likely be found, 
110t among the crew, but among the prisoners. 
However, the number sworn to by the American 
officers, shall be considered as referring to the 
number on board at the commencement of the 
action. 

Keeping pace with his other assertions on the 
}'elative force of the Argus and Pelican, Mr. 
Low describes the complement of the former 
thus: "94 men fit for duty, 5 sick, the rest ab
sent in prizes."-It must have been upon some 
estimate of this sort, that the "-court of in ... 
quiry" declared, "that the Pelican was de. 
cidedly superior to the Argus ill the number of 
her. crew."-No men were found" sick" in the 
Argus; but the whole IZ5 were at quarters in 
the action; and a finer set of men never was 
seen. Very few were less than six feet high; and 
not a boy, in our way of rating them, was on 
board; but 3 will be allowed. About 10 01' 12 

were believed to be British subjects: the Ameri
can officers, in their depositions, swore the crew 
contained none, to their knowledge. This may 
be one reason of the tenderness evinced by the 
court of inquil'Y, as to the behaviour of the men 
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at the moment of boarding. When the Argus's 
men were brought on board the Pelican, then 
was seen the contrast between the bodily strength 
and appea.-al1ce of the two crews; to which party 
humiliating may be easily conceived. 

After the prisoners had been divided, and a 
full third of the Pelican's crew placed Ol} board 
the Argus, a strong breeze, and the unsupported 
state of the latter's fore-mast, induced the prize
master to hear up for Plymouth; while the Peli
can proceeded to report her proceedings tQ the 
admiral at Cork. In her way thither, she fortu
nately feB in with the Leonidas 46; which ship 
relieved Captain Maples of about 30 of his 
.. turdy prisoners. 

The Pelican was built in 1812 ; the Argus, at 
Boston, in 1802 or 3, expressly for a government
vessel. The dimensions of the two brigs here 
follow: 

Pelican. Argus. 
Ft. In. Ft. In. 

IJength on deck, from rabbit} 
to rabbit, 100 0 95 6 

Preadth extreme, 30 9 27 n 
,\.tain-mast, fength, 68 S 69 9 

diameter, 1 10 I 9t 
Main-yard, fength, 54 7 55 2 

diameter, 0 IIi I O! 
Main-top-mast, {length, 38 II 39 £ 

diameter, 1 0 0 II 

M ' 'I d {length, 42 0 44 0 
am-top-sal -yar, d' t 0 8i 0 9f lame er, 
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SO much for Lieutenant 'Vatson's account of 
the" superior size" of the Argus. It is true, she 
was a trifle shorter, and full two feet narrower, 
than the Pelican; but the tauntness of her 
masts, and squareness of her yards, would make 
he}' appeal' on the water, if any thing, the 
larger vessel. As her tiller did not traverse on 
deck~ as on board our brigs, she carried her ports 
further aft than the Pelican; which enabled her 
to fight, through them, one more gun of a side. 
The age of the Argus, and the number of vessels 
of her class in the service, prevented her being 
purchased by government; although her qualifi
cations as a eruizer, calJed forth the following 
exordium from the editor of the "National In
telligencer" :-" She is admitted to be one of 
the finest vessels in the service of her class; and 
the model of such a vessel, is certainly inesti
mable."-But this was previous to her captUl'e. 

After Messrs. Clarke and Low have shewn the 
Argus to have been but 298 tons, (her American 
measurement,) one makes the Pelican " 485 
tons," the other " 584 tons;' Mr. Lowe has 
certainly improved upon Captain LeJoitle. 
(App. No.3.) He thought of his opponent's 
guns only: the former has exerted his ingenuity 
upon gUllS, men, and size; and not of one ves~ 
sel, but of both; gaining as weU by under-rating 
on one side, as by over-rating on the other. 
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Captain Maples states the Argus at 360 tons. 
So he must have been infonned by some one 
belonging to her; for, what is remarkable, her 
two lieutenants and master all swore, that she 
was "about 350 tons." Of this, no advantage 
shall be taken, whatever surprise it may create 
in America; but the actual tonnage of the Argus, 
as measured by the dock-yard surveyors, be com
pared with the Pelican's. 

To every efficient purpose, the Argus was 
equal in size to the Pelican, and her top
I'ides were a trifle stouter; but the great addi. 
tional breadth of the latter, swells her tonnage 
far beyond the Argus's. The- reader must take 
this into his consideration, when he comes t() 

the relative size in tons. 

Comparative force of the two brigs. 

Pelican. 

n d °d t 1 ° d {1. guns. 6 .vroa 81 e-me a Il1 poun s, carr. 268 

Complement, 

Size in tons, 

--274 

{
men, 104 
boys, 12 

--116 
385 

Argus. 

1'2 
£16 
--22S 
lQ'2 

3 
--125 

316 

Upon the face of this statement, the Argus, 
in broadside-weight of metal, was inferior to 
the Pelican by one sixth; but, in complement, 
had rather the advantage: an advantage that 
would be greatly encreased, could we estimate 
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by weight, instead of number. How, then, are 
we to account for losing only one man killedy 

during a close and furious cannonade of three 
quarters of an hour? The compliment paid to 
the Argus's commander by Commodore Decatur, 
is a proof it could not have been for want of 
disciplining the crew. (App. No. 19.) It would 
appear, then, that the Americans perform best in 
gunnery, when they have high odds on their side. 

How consolitary it is, to compare the con
dition of the least damaged of our captured 
sloops, with that of the U. S. sloop Arg'us.
She had, to the last, every spar standing; 
and, if we subtract the loss in killed and 
wounded,' and the boys, from each side, there 
were, at the very moment when the Argus's 
colours were struck to the Pelican, 98 young, 
athletic Americans, opposed to 99 Britons, 
of variou& age and size. Nor was there, in 
this case, any frightened "bugleman" to make 
a scape-goat of; nor "British subjects" to ac
cuse of treachery; nor could a deficiency of 
muskets, pistols, swords, or boarding-pikes, he 
alleged. Really, it would gratify us to he in
formed, in what consists that " moral and phy
sical superiority" of the American, over the 
British sailol'; the panegyrics upon which, for 
nearly these four years past, have so occupied 
the time, and w puzzled the brains, of the trans. 
atlantic philosophers. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Description of Lake Erie-Captain Barclay ap
pointed to the command-. -List of his vessels
Bltilding of the ship Detroit-DiffiCu,l"y and 
expense of equipping British vessels on the lakes 
-. Captain Barclay receive a small draught of 
seamen-Is forced to engage the American 
squadron-Details '-if the action-Lawrence sur
renders-The American commander shift$ his 

.flag-La.wrence re-hoists her co'ours-Rritish 
squadron surrenders~Damage and loss on each 
side-Force in guns, men, and size-,...-$taternent 
of comparative force-.. Effrontery of the Boston 
citi;:ens and Ameri£an editors - Commodore 

. Perry (lnd the engravf;rs--Desl!ription of Lake 
Ontario-Sir James Yeo and Commodore Chaun
cey-Force of their respective squadrons-Sil' 
James captures the Growler and Julia-Ameri .. 
can q/ficer's account of that event-Statement oj 
comparative force during each engagement
Commodore Chauntey convinced of his mistalce. 

LAKE Erie isa lake of North America, situ. 
ated between 40° 50' and 43° N. lat. and be
tween 78° 50' to 84° 'V. long. It is about 260 
miles long from E. to .W. and 40 to 60 miles 
broad. Its waters enter Lake Ontario by the 
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river Niagara; but the immense cataract of that 
name completely obstructs the navigation. The 
boundary line between the Canadas and the 
States of America, runs through the centre of 
the lake. 

In May, 1813, Captain Robert Heriot Barclay 
was appointed to the command of the Briti~h 
flotilla on this lake; an appointment which had 
been declined by Captain Mulcaster, on account 
of the exceedingly bad equipment of the ves
sels. With a lieutenant, and 19 rf·jected seamen 
of the Ontario squadron, Captain Barclay joined 
his command, towards the end of June; up to 
which date, the Lake Erie force consisted of the 
following vessels :-

Queen Charlotte, 
.Lady Prevost, Se 
General Hunter, B 
Erie,* Se 
Little Belt, SIp 
Chippewa. Se 

Complement. I 
Guus. 

Canadians. I Soldiers Total I Tons. 

16 40 70 110 ~80 
1£ SO 46 7tl 120 
10 20 19 39 74 

3 6 9 15 55 
3 6 9 15 54 
I 6 7 13 3£ 

Total, 45 108 160 £681615 

This was the state of his majesty's squadron 
on Lake Erie, twelve months after the declara
tion of war: not a seaman among them; mid, 
if we except the soldiers and provincial officers, 

*" Not afterwards heard of. 
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(the latter included among the Canadians,) not 
one on board that could. speak English! A 
single sloop of war of the Americans would have 
captured the whole. 

All the before-mentioned vessels had been 
constructed to carry cargoes; one was now built 
solely for war. She was named the Detroit, 
pierced for 18 guns, and measured 305 tons. 
Although ship-rigged, as was also the Queen 
Cllarlotte, she was many tons smaller than some 
American privateer-schooners. (See p. 36.) 

The next difficulty was, to get guns for the 
new ship. For this, a neighbouring fort (Am
.hertsburg) was stripped; and 19, of four different 
calibers, obtained. It wiJl convey some idea of 
the difficulty and expense of hastily fitting ves
sels at this distance from home, to mention, that 
Hery round shot cost one shilling a pound for 
the carriage from Quebec to Lake Erie; that 
IJowder was ten times as dear as at home; and 
that, for anchors, their weight in silver would be 
Ilcarce]yan over-estimate. 

But, were the Americans on this lake any 
better off?-ln five days an express reaches 
Washington. It would, under the most favor
able circumstances as to weather and dispatch 
in office, take as many months to get an article 
ordered from England, or even permission to 
stir a peg out of the common routine of service. 
The American vessels were therefore cOlupleteJy 
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at horne; while the British vessels were upwards 
of 3,500 miles from hOl11e; penned up in a lake 
on the enemy's borders, inaccessible by water; 
and to which the land-oarriage for heavy arti
cles, ordnance and naval stores especially, was 
most difficult and tedious. 

Early in September, Captain Barclay received 
a draught of seamen from the Dover troop-ship; 
and many of these wuuld have scarcely rated as 
ordinaries on board our regular ships of war. 
He had now 50 British seamen to distribute 
among two ships, two schooners, a brig, and a 
sloop; armed, altogether, with 63 carriage
guns. It must have been the incredibility of 
this, that induce«;l some of the British journals, 
iiI their accounts of the proceedings on this 
lake, to state H 150," instead of 50 seamen. It 
is asserted, on the express authority of Cap
tain Barc1ay himself, that no more than 50 
seamen were at any time on board the Lake Erie 
flotilla; the complements having been made up 
by Canadian peasants and soldiel's,-without 
disparagement to either,-sorry substitutes for 
British seamen. 

_ The ships of the Americans, as their news
papers informed us, were equipped in the most 
compleat manner; and, through the same chan
nel, we learnt, that large draughts of seamen had 
repeatedly mal'cbed to Lake Erie from the sea
board. The best of riflemen were to be ob-
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tained on the spot. What else was required~ 
to render the American ships in these waters, 
quite as effective as the best appointed ships 
on the ocean? 

On the 9th of September, Captain Barclay 
was lying, with his little squadron, in the port 
of Amherstburg, anxiously waiting the arrival 
of a promised supply of seamen. Almost sur. 
rounded by hostile shores; his people on half .. 
allowance of food; not another day's flour in 
store; a large body of Indians, (whose fI'iend .. 
ship would cease, with the least abridgement in 
their accustomed supply,) close in his rear;-
alike hopeless of succour and retreat,---'-what 
was Captain Barclay to do? Impelled by dread 
of famine, and, not improbable, of Indian trea
chery too, he sailed out in the evening, to risk 
a battle with an enemy's fleet, whose force he 
knew was nearly double his own. 

At day-light next morning, the enemy was 
discovered to-leeward. The British commander 
bore up for him. The wind almost instantly 
changed, and brought the enemy to-windward. 
Thus had the American schooners, by a choice 
of distance, the fun effect of their heavy long 
guns; while the British carronades dropped 
their high-priced shot uselessly in the watel;. 

The Detroit, Captain Barclay'S ship, was, 
closely engaged, for two hours, with the Law
rence, Commodore Perry's flag-ship, supported 
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by the schooners Ariel and Scorpion. The Law
rence then struck her colours; and the Detroit 
ceased firing; but, having only one boat, an,d 
that cut to pieces, she could not take possession. 

A short time before the Lawrence surrendered, 
£ommodore Perry abandoned her, and repaired 
on board the Niagara; which brig, from keep
ing out of range of the Queen Charlotte's car
ronades, had sustained but little damage. As 
soon as the Niagara advanced towards the De
troit, the Lawrence, which had now drifted out 
of reach of the latter's guns, re··hoisted her co
lours. Commodore Perry, in his letter, attempts 
to gloss this over; b\-lt his countrymen are the 
only persons who do not consider it as a shame. 
ful proceeding. 

The Detroit, Queen Charlotte, and Lawrence, 
all suffered greatly, in hulls, masts, and rigging. 
The other vessels of the two sq uadrons were not 
materially injured. 

Our loss ... vas severe. "Every officer COIll

manding ,essels, and their seconds," says Cap
tain Barclay, " were either killed, or wounded 
so severely, as to be unable to keep the deck," 
Captain Barclay had his remaining arm dread:" 
fully shattered; and was otherwise severely 
wounded. The British loss in killed and 
wounded, amounted to 135. 

Commodore Perry escaped without a scratch-; 
and the only officers he lost, were a lieutenant 
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f)t marines and a midshipman. His total loss 
amounted to 123. (App. No. 55.) 

The guns of every vessel in the two fleets, ate 
fully specified in the statement annexed to the 
British official account. It will there be seen; 
that we had 63 guns; of which 34, including 

. those on pivots, were fought upon the broadside. 
The Detroit and Hunter had each guns offour 

different calibers. These guns were to be supplied 
with proper shot, and I~velled at the enemy, by 
Canadians and soldiers, "totany unacquainted 
with such service;H the few seamen dispersed 
among the vessels, having enough to do to atte)Jd 
to the navigation of them. 

The complements of the six British vessels 
consisted of 50 seamen, (including officers and 
boys,) 85 Canadians of all sorts and sizes, and 
210 soldiers of the Newfoundland and 41st regi~ 
ments; total 345. How sensibly the loss of sea. 
men was felt, will appear by a reference to the 
evidence of the officers examined at the court,. 
martial. (App. No. 61.) There it also appears, 
that the matches and tubes supplied 10 the ships, 
were so defective, "that pistols were obliged to 
befired at the guns to set them off."-Never before, 
-surely, did any squadron go into action, so 
wretchedly fitted out as Captain Barclay's! 

Commodore Perry, in his letter to General 
Han·ison, says :-" From the best information, 
we .have more pnsoners than ,,,,e have men 

u 
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on board our vessels." (App. No. 57.) If this 
" best information" had not turned out wholly 
false, why, in a letter written two days after
wards, and commencing, " I have caused the 
prisoners taken on the lOth instant to be landed 
at Sandusky," has he omitted to specify the 
number ?-Not a word appears beyond the ex
torted admission, that there was " a number 
of Canadians among the prisoners, many 6f 
whom had families." (App. No. 59.) 

The American vessels mounted 54 guns; of 
which 34, including those on pivots, were fought 
upon the broadside. The description of these 
guns, as given in Captain Barclay's statement, 
agrees with the American accounts published 
,a few days pl'evious to the action. Commo
,dore Perry knew the advantage he should 
;derive from merely enumerating the guns of 
the two squadrons; and, in his "statement 
of force," (App. No. 59.) failed not to specify, 
that three of our guns were on pivot-carria.ges; 
forgetting, apparently, that no fewer than four
,teen of his own were similarly fitted. He had 
.tried the relative weight of metal, and found 
it was two toone against him. The commo
dore, with his skill in figures, no doubt, can de.
monstrate that, although an American schooner, 
?lrmed with twelve long two-pounders, would 
~e, in number of gunil, five times superior t() 
a French schooner, armed', like the Porcupine, 
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with one long 32-pounder and one 24-pound 
carronade, each on a pivot-cal"riage, the French 
vessel would, in reality, be double the force of the 
American. 'What have the British done, that a 
case of theirs, in principle the same, should be 
made an exception? 

Commodore Perry, in his second letter to 
General Harrison, thanks him for the" timely 
re·inforcement" of the men he sent on board 
the squadron; and assures him that, "without 
those men, the victory could not have been 
achieved." (App. No. 60.) As the number of 
these men cannot be obtained, the complements 
of the American vessels must be estimated with. 
out them. The Lawrence and Niagara were 
each armed the same as the sloop of war Hor~ 
net; and still rate the same in the navy-lists. 
Allow each brig to have had 20 men fewer than 
the Hornet; and their respective complements 
would be 150. The Growler and Julia schooners, 
of two guns, taken from the A mericans on Lake 
Ontario, had 40 men each. Allow the Caledonia 
brig, and the remaining six schooners of Com. 
Perry's fleet, to have had no more than 40 men 
each; and we have, for the united complements 
of the nine American vessels, without reckon:" 
ing General Harrison's "timely reinforcement," 
580 men, chiefly picked sailors and riflemen. 

The size of each of the British vessels has 
alrea4yappeared. Some opinion may be formed 

112 
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of the ~ize of Ainerican brigs of Wal', by Com
modore Chauncey's letter respecting those built 
under his orders on Lake' Ontario. (App. 
No.6.'),) When the Lawrence and Niagara were 
launched, the American papers stated them to 
be of the same size as the Hornet. Allow them 
to have been a few tons smaller, al)d can them 
450 each. Of two American Lake Erie 
schooners, subsequently captured by us, one 
measured 96, the othe}' 86 tons. An average of 
90 tons, for the Caledonia brig, and si~ schooners, 
will be a very moderate allowance. 

The Detroit engaged her thl'ee opponents, the 
Lawrence, Ariel, and Scorpion, within pistol~ 

shot distance; so that the brig's heavy carro
nades produced their full effect. By way of 
excuse for that fine vessel, supported as l!he was, 
surrendering to a force so inferior, the American 
commander says :-" Finding their fire very de
structive, owing to their long guns, and its 
being mostly directed at the Lawrence, &c." 
(App, No, 58.) Who could infer fro111 this, that 
one ship only had engaged the Lawrence; or 
that all the " long guns" in the British fleet, 
except two 12s, and a few of smaJIer caliber, 
were mounted on board that single ship ? 

It is not a little singular that, had the Somers 
made a fourth against the Iletroit, and the Nia .. 
gara, Caledonia, Porcupine, Tigress, and Tripp@, 
been lying quietly at anchor in Put-in~bay, the 
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· broadside-weight of metalof the Lawrence, and 
her three assistants, would have equalled that 
·of the whole of Captain Barclay's fleet; and, 
had the Lawrence and Niagara been the only 
American vessels on the lake, a superiority, in 
broadside.weight of metal, of nearly One third, 
would still have been on the A lllerican side. 

Comparative force of the two squadrons. 

i' British. 

· Broadside-metal {I. guns, 
in pounds, carr. 

195 
264 
-459 

Complements, 

· Size in tons, 

{
officers, aeamen & boys 50 
CanadiaDs & soldiers, 295 

--345 
865 

American~ 

256 
672 
-- 92S 
580 

580 
1530 

Unabashed by this immense disparity, the 
hectoring of the Americans exceeded all bounds. 
Several years' experience had taught us, that 

· Americans were not over-scrupulous in: the way 
of commerCe; that is, that, while they were, 
· ostensibly, fair neutrals, the cargo they were 
-carrying would be enemy's property, their real 
destimition a prohibited one, and all their pa
pers forgeries. But it was thought that a state 
Of open war would improve their morals; that 
honor, or common honesty at least, would break 

'"out by starts among them; and that this work 
· of' reformation would begin with the eastern 
'people; as they were notoriously of a gl'ave and 
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}Jious habit. That two years of war had pro
duced not the sligh est effect upon the" Boston 
citizens," they themselves took care to an
nounce, by presenting to Commodore Perry, a 
" massy service of plate," engraven with the 
following words :-" A very superior B1'itislt 
force, on Lake Erie,was entirely subdued by Com
rnodoTe O. Fl. Perry." ! ! 

Aftel' this, nothing said by the southern peo
ple, the government-editors, naval historians, 
&c. can create any surprise. The" Naval Mo
nument" says :-" The victory of Commodore 
Perry.was the result of skil}, courage and enter
prise, against superior force. Both the quality 
~nd ~.mQunt of the force he had to contend with, 
ought to have given a triumph to the other 
side,"-....(Naval Mon. p. 89.) The "Preface" 
out-americans even this. It tells us of f' the bold 
Nelsonian measure of breaking through the 
line;" and insists, that neither Cresar in his 
famed letter, nor Nelson in his (by us thought) 
famed victories, are at aU to be compared with 
the American Nelson, or the Nelson of all Nel
!!)ons,-CQmmodore Perry! 

It would be ijn injustice to th.e " History of 
tile war," not to give equal }Jublicity to Mr. 
Low's eloquencj3 on this same interesting occa
sion~ He says, at p, H9,-" Hitherto we have 
seen the enemy beaten ship to ship, but now we 
were to witn~ss them fleet to fleet; and a more 
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decisive or splendid victory was never achieved. 
Compared with this all former naval victories 
lose their splendour; even the great Nelson, 
were he alive, must rank below Pen-y.-Nelson 
never captured an entire fleet; Perry has, and 
that with a fleet inferior in size, weight of metal, 
and number of men." - Does the facetious Mr. 
Low want a precedent for the capture of " an 
entire fleet" ?-Let him turn to his friend Gul. 
liver. Not one of his Lilliputian fleet escaped. 

But Commodore Perry himself; how has he 
behaved in this business? He calls his vic
tory a "signal" one. (App. No. 56.) Perhaps 
that word, similar to " clever," and some others, 
has a different meaning in the United States 
from what it has in England. Let that pass. 
Pass over also the concealment and equivoca
tion observable in the commodore's details of 
the action. (App. No. 58.) We come, next, to 
his Jetter to "Messrs. Murray , Draper, Fair
man, and Webster." (App. No. 64.). These 
engravers shewed him two views of the engage
ment, wherein the British, are represented 
much larger, and more fully armed, than the 
American vessels; yet he, Commodore Oliver 
Hazard Perry, of the United States' navy,-the 
man whose "modesty" has been as extrava
gantly praised as his " valor,"-has "no hesita
tion in pronouncing them a correct representa
tion of the engagenient." He does this, too, in 
a common newi'paper:IHdf!! .. 
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Lake Ontario is also a lake of North America; 
about 600 miles in circumference. On its south 
side, it receives the waters of Lake Erie, by 
means of the tivei' Niagara; the navigation of 
which is interrupted, as already stated. Near 
the S.E. it receives the river Oswego; and, on 
the N.K its waters enter the river Iroquois: 
which river, at Montreal, takes the name of St. 
Lawrence, and flows into~ the gulf of that name. 
The navigation of this river is effectually inter. 
rupted by rapids and shoals, situate a few miles 
above Quebec. Our principal port on this lake 
is Kingston; that of the Americans Sackett's Har. 
bour. The statements in Commodore Chauncey's 
long letters, respecting the operations on this 
lake, (App. Nos. 50. and 52.) have given rise, 
among the Americans, to very erroneous opi
nions as to the relative merits of that officer 
and Sir James Lucas Yeo, sent out to command 
against him, in the spring of 1813. Among 
Britons, Frenchmen, Spaniards, and Portuguese, 
gallantry and Sir James • Lucas Yeo have long 
been associated terms. The fears of his friends 
were, not that he would decline fighting, but, 
lest his restrictive orders should not have been 
peremptol'Y enough, to hinder him from attack .. 
:tng a force double his own. His ardor, like 
the gallant Bal'clay's, required to be checked, 
not stimulated. 

The firstenterprise in which Sir James engaged, 
is fully detailed in his letter-'to Mr. Croker~ 



GREAT BRITAiN ,AND AMERICA. '~97 

(App. No. 48-.) At this time, Commodore 
Chauncey, with a superior force, was lying in 
Sackett's-harbour; waiting the equipment of 
the new ship General Pike. Towards the end 
of July, that fine ship being added to his squa
dron, the commodore left Sackett's-harbour;, 
and, on the 8th of August, Sir James di~covered 
bim, at anchor off Niagara. The occurrences 
that attended this meeting, will be better un
derstood, when the force of each squadron is 
known. ' 
British squadron on Lake Ontario,. from the 8th 

of August to the end of 1813. 

"Wolfe, 
RoyaJ George, 
Melville, B 

,Moira, ,Sc 
Sidney Smith, Sc 
Bere~fordJ Sc 

Total, 

Long guns. I Carrs. 

248 18s 125 9, 68, 32s 24.1188 

- -- - ---
*1 8 4 101 

ts '216: 
Q 121 

I 
'2 11 '2 . ' '2 10

1 

• ./1<1 :~l 6 
--- -; 1-6 ~~; 1 QI6 QIS Q 

Guns. ,Comp)" Tons. 

_1_- --' 
23 200 425 
QI 175 340 
14 100 186 
14 92 175 
12 80 144 
8 70 115 

-------
92 717 ]38-5 

Commodore Chauncey's letter infol'ms us what 
",vessels he had with him. Their force in guns, 
complements, alld size, will be taken, partly from 
the American accounts, and part) y from the in
formation of British officers serving on the lakes, 
at the period of these operations. Sir James Yeo 
describes the enemy'l!; squadron as "consisting 
of:13," he should have said " 14 sail." 

:II: OJi pivot-carriages. t One on ditto. 
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American squadron .on Lake Ontario, on the 8th 

of August, 1813. 

General Pike, 
Madison, 
Oneida, B 
Hamilton, Sc.} 
Scourge, Sc. 
9 other schooners 

Total, 

325 
-

, *7 
-

7 

Long guns. 
I 

245 18s 12. 9s 

-- - - -
§~8 I 

+s 
~ I 

I 

oJi'l 
I 

101 

'*'4 *3 .... 2 *4 
-- - - -

32 8 514 

Carrs. 
Guns. Comp Tons. 

325 245 185 

- - - ------
£8 400 8'20 

20 25 2HJ 590 
16 18 lIb 287 

8 19 108 214 

":'4 24 360 810 
- - ---- -

24 16 H 114 119:3 27'21 

The Pike is described as a remarkablv fine 
" 

ship: the Americans themselves spoke of her, 
when she was launched, as equal in size to a 
British 36· gun frigate. She carried one of her 
24s on the top-gallant forecastle, the other on 
the poop; both mounted upon cil'cular carriages. 
One of the Madison's 188 was similarly mounted. 

An attentive perusal of Commodore Cbaun
cey's letter, (App. No . .50.) coupled with what 
Sir James says in his, (No. 49,) will shew 
which party was the most disposed to " avoi(l 
an action." At all events, Sir James's " long 
and cowal'dly manLeuvring," as an American 
historian caUs it, enabled him to capture two 
schooners; having previously compelled two 
others to founder, in their over-strained efforts 
to avoid his fire. 

* On pivot. carriages. + One on ditto. § Two on ditto. -, 
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The" United States' Gazette" of September 
6, 1813, gave a letter from one of the Ge
neral Pike's officers. The writer, having pre
viously stated the American force at two ships, 
one brig, and eleven schooners, says :-" On the 
lOth, at midnight, we came within gun-shot, every 
one in high spirits. The schooners commenced 
the action with tbeir long guns, which did great 
execution. At half past 12, the commodor~ 

fired his broadside, and g'ave three cbeers, which 
was returned. from the other ships,-the enemy 
closing fast. We lay by for our opponent, the 
orders having been given, not to fire until she 
came within pistol-shot, though the enemy kept 
,up a constant fire. Every gun was pointed. 
every match ready in hand, and the red British 
ensign plainly to be descried by the light of the 
moon; when, to our utter astonishment, the 
commodore wore, and stood S. E. leaving Sir 
James Lucas Yeo to exult in the capture of two 
schooners, and in our retreat; which was cer
tainly a very fortunate one for him." 

No wonder, an order soon afterwards issued 
from Washington, that no officer should write, 
with the intention of publication, accounts of 
the operations of the fleet and army. Sir James 
could not have had his assertions more ably 
supported, than they were by the Pike's officer. 
The latter was mistaken, however, as to any 
" execution" having been done by the American 
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squadron. The Growler arid Julia each mOlilHed 
a long 32 and 12-poUIider, on l'ivot-carriageli, 
with a complement of 40 men; which was under. 
swod to be that of each of the other schooners; 
except the two which had upset. The captured 
schooners of course made no resistance; although 
the Amel'ican editors trumped up a stol'y about 
their desperate defence; how they tore and 
ripped up the enelny, &c. 

The Pike's officer has described two other 
chases; differing chiefly from the Jast, in no Joss 
having been suffered, or even shot fired. He 
says :-" We proceeded directly for Sackett's 
Harbour; where we victualled; and put to sea:, 
the next day after our arrival, August 14.-0n 
the 16th, we discovered the enemy again; again 
hurried to quarters; again got clear of the enemy, 
by dint of cal'rying sail; and returned to Sackett's 
harbour.-On the 18th we again fell in with the 
enemy steering for Kingston; and we reached the 
-harbour on the 19th. This is the l'estllt of two 
cruizes ; the first of which, by proper guidance, 
might have decided in our favor, the superiority 
on the lake, and consequently in: Canada." 

This is what many of the American editors 
called,~" chasing the British commander, all 
]'otmd the lake."-Commodore Chauncey, al
though he had lost four of his fourteen i'essels, 

'-' 

appeared in September with eleven sail ; having 
hrought out with him, the schooner Elizabeth~ 
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of about the same force as the Growler or Julia, 
and the new schooner Sylph j mounting, at that 
time, four long 32s upon pivot-carriages, and 
four long 68. This schooner was described by 
the Americans as upwards of 400 tons. She ,\-vas 
afterwards converted into a brig. 

The details of the action of the 11 th of Sep
tember, will be found in Sir James's and Com~ 
modol'e Chauncey's letters. (App. Nos. 51 

and 62.) The latter says: "J got several broad~ 
sides from this ship upon the enemy, which must 
have done him considerable injury, as many of 
the shot were seen to strike him, and people 
were observed over the IIi des plugging shot
holes."-The only shot received by the British 
fleet that wanted .a plug, struck the Melvine; 
and that so far under water, that Captain Spils~ 
bury had to run his guns in on one side, and 
out on the other, to enable him to stop it. 

Another engagement took place on the 28th 
of September. Commodore Chauncey, having 
the weather-gage, kept his favourite distance; 
and one of his shot carried away the Wolfe's 
main-top-mast; which, in its fall, brought down 
the mizen-top-mast and cross-jack-yard. It was 
this, and not, as Mr. Clarke says, "a maureu
yre of the commodore's," that "threw the 
British in confusion." Even with this great 
advantage, Commodore Chauncey would not 
vent.ure within carronade-rauge. Mr. Clarke~ in 
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describing this action, speaks of the "British 
frigate Wolfe'; upon which he had previously 
mounted" 36 guns."-Only two shot from the 
Americans did any material damage; the one 
already mentioned, and another that struck the 
Royal George's fore-top-mast; which fell, upon 
her anchoring. Mr. Clarke says: ,. Prudence 
forbad any further pursuit on the part of the 
Americans;" and the editor of the "History of 
the War" adds: "The commodore was oblig'ed 
to give up the chase; his ship was making water 
so fast, that it req uired all his pumps to keep 
her clear; and others of his vessels were much 
damaged. The General Pike suffered a consi
derable loss of men; among whom were 22 

killed or wounded, by the bursting of a gun." 
Other American aCC6unts stated the commo
dore's loss in men, at upwal'ds of 60 killed and 
wounded. 

It was therefore the damages and loss sustained 
by the American squadron; and not the" British 
batteries on Burlington heights,"-upon which 
not a musket was mounted,-that "obliged the 
commodore to give up the chase." The effect 
produced bv Sir James's few 10nO' guns gave a . ~ , 
specimen of what his carl'onades would have 
done, had his opponent allowed them to be used. 

As Commodore Chauncey has asserted, that 
Sir James" was so much superior in point of 
force, both in guns and men, and heaves a 
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greater weight of shot," the reader may desire 
to see a statement of the comparative force of 
the two squadrons, in each of the actions. The 
Growler and Julia had been converted into trans
ports; (and were afterwards re-captured as snch;) 
and their guns mounted upon Fort Henry at 
Kingston: they, therefore, became no accession 
to Sir James's force upon the lake. The Sylph 
and Elizabeth, in Commodore Chauncey's squa
dron, replaced the Growler, Julia, Hamilton, 
and Scourge. The force in guns of the two 
first-named vessels has already appeared: the 
Sylph's complement may be stated at 70; the 
Elizabeth's at the number found in each of 
the captured schooners. 

Comparative force of the two squadrons. 

American. 

lst action. 

Broadside metal {J. guns, 917 
in pounds, carr. 71£ 

Complements, 
Size in tons, 

--1629 
1193 
27~1 

British. 
lst, 2d, and 3d 

actions. 

204 
1170 
-- JS74 

717 
1385 

American. 
2d and 3d 

actIOns. 

956 
640 
-- 1596 

1115 
2817 

This is "heaving a greater weight of shot" 
with a vengeance !-The immense disparity in 
long guns, accounts for Sir James's endeavouring' 
to get the weather-gage; without which, his 
wary opponent would have hammered the British 
squadron to pieces; and remained himself com
paratively uninjured. 
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An event that occurred long subsequent to 
these transactions, leaves it doubtful, whether it 
was Commodore Chauncey's wilful exaggeration, 
or the highly -magnifying powers of the American 
glasses, that occasionrd him so far to over-rate 
the size and force of the vessels composing the 
British squadron.-As soon as the proclamation 
of peace reached Sackett's Harbour, the com. 
modore, accompanied by some of his officers, 
went to Kingston on a visit to Sir James. The 
latter was ill in bed; but his first lieutenant, at 
the r.equest of Commodore Chauncey, took him 
on board the several vessels of the squadron. 
lVhenhe came to the Montreal, and was assured 
that she was his oLd opponent the W olie, he and 
his officers testified their surprise, and appeared 
almost to doubt the lieutenant's word; the com
modore himself declaring, that he took her for 

a vessel of twice the size and force. The Ameri. 
cans were next, to their equal surprise, shewn 
the brigs Melville and Moira; then named the 
Star and Charwell. Some one present, speaking 
of the events of 1813, observed, that the Pike, 
alone, with the weather-gage, was a match for 
the whole of the British squadron :-it could not 
be denied. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Phmbe leaves England-Is joined at Rio Janeiro 
by· the sloops Cherub and Racoon-The ships 
arrive at Juan Fernandez-Captain Hillyar 
there hears of Captain Porler's depredations
Sends the Racoon to the river Columbia; and, 
tlJitlz the Cherub, proceeds in search of the Essex 
and squadnm-P hmbe and Cherub arrive at 
Valparaiso; where they discover, and blockade, 
the Essex and Essex Junior-Both American 
sltips make a feint of attaclcing the P hmbe, when 
alone-Phmbe chases them to the anclwragc--'-

'. Essex sails out-Is attacked and captured
,Details of the action-Damages and loss on both 
-,sides-Force of the respective vessels in guns, 

men, and size-Statement of comparative force
:' Remarks on Captain Pm'ter's lelter-His tTeat
. ment of Captain Hillyar-Proceedings of the 
,Cherub-Phmbe and Essex arrive at Plymoutl& 
-Captain Porter's prizes. 

IN March, 1813, H. M. Ship Phcebe 42, ac
companied by the Isaac Todd, letter of marque, 
left England, upon secret service; which sen'ice 
afterwards proved to be,-to destroy the United 
States' fur-establishment upon the river Colume 

x 
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bia, N. VV. coast of America. Towards the 
latter end of June, the two ships arrived at Rio 
Janeiro: whence, each taking' on board six 
month's provisions, they sailed on the 9th of 
JulYJ in company with the sloops of war, Cherub 
ahd Racoon; which had arrived there from Eng
land since February, and were now bound round 
Cape Horn, to protect the Southern whale-fish
ery. The Isaac Todd parted company before 
reaching the Falkland islands; and the three 
remaining ships arrived, in the middle ofSep
tember, at the island uf Juan Fernandez. It 
was here that Captain H.ilIyar first heard of the 
depredations of the Essex; as well as of Captain 
Porter's having armed three of the whale-ships, 
his prizes. This augmentation of force deter
m~ned Captain Hillyar, not to anow the,Cherub 
and Racoon to seek the Essex, as they had already 
been doing at the island of St. Catharine's: he 
therefore provisioned and stored the Racoon, for 
the service upon \vhich the Phcebe had been or
dered; and,with her and the Cherub, set sail from 
Juan Fernandez, about the 29th of September, in 
quest of the Essex and her three companions. 

On the 2d of October, a short distance to
windward of Charles' Island, (one of the Gali
pagos,) the Racoon parted company for Co
lumbia; and the Phcebe and Cherub, after ex
ploring the gulph of Guyaq uel, arrived at Lima. 
for refreshments, in the middle of December. 



'GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 307 

It was not until the 7th of February, 1814, 
that Captain Hillyar was so fortunate as to gain 
a sight of the Essex. He found her, in company 
with the Essex Junior, of 20 guns and 60 men, 
and three of her prizes, at anchor in the port 
of Valparaiso, South America. Captain Porter 
arrived there, for the first time, in March, 1813; 
the very month in which the Phcebe left Eng
land :-a most satisfactory proof, that the latter 
was not "sent into the Pacific for the express 
purpose of seeking the Essex." (App. No. 73.) 

At Valparaiso, Captain HiUyar took on board 
a supply of water and provisions; and com
menced the blockade of the American ships. 
After he had lain off the port about a month; 
and at a time when the Cherub Was ,between 
three and four miles to-leeward, the Essex, and 
Essex Junior, sailed out of the harbour together, 
and bore down upon the Phcebe's weather-quar
ter; the Essex firing at her. Captain Hillya·r, 
resol ving to engage the two ships, instantly stood 
for them; when they both put about, and ran 
for the anchorage: whither they were pursued 
by the Phcebe. This is an answer to all Captain 
Porter's hectoring about his having "endea
voured to provoke a challenge"; and explains 
why the American officers forfeited the good 
opinion of the inhabitants of Valparaiso; many 
of whom witnessed the whole transaction. There 
are documents in existence; proving, on the oath 

x2 
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of many respectable residents of the place, that, 
when the Essex did so fire on the Phrebe, she 
was nearer the port that} when she was captured. 

On the 28th of March, the two American 
ships having appointed a rendesvouz at the 
Marqueses, and arranged every thing for escap
ing to sea the first opportunity~ a fresh breeze 
from the southward drove the Essex out of the 
harbour. To the surprise of the British com· 
manders, whose ships were both under close
reeved top-sails, the Essex approached with top,. 
gallant-sails set, over single-reeved top-sails.' 
On rounding the outer-point of the bay, she 
braced close up, in hopes to weather the British 
ships, and escape; but, in the attempt, carried 
away her main-top-mast. Captain Porter now 
tried to regain the limits of the port: failing in 
that also, he dropped anchor, so near the ~hore, 
as to preclude the possibility of any ship pass
ing a-head of him. 

The wind blowing strongly from the direction 
in which the Essex lay; the British ships, instead 
of" having the choice of position," were obliged, 
the moment they passed her stern, to wear, to 
avoid going on shore. About this time, a shot 
from the Essex passed through several folds of 
the P11rebe's main-sail, as it was hauling up; 
which rendered it unfit to set, with the strong 
wind then blowing. The main-stay was also 
cut through by shot, and the jib-boom wounded. 
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The Phrebe, having encreased her distance, by 
wearing, and lost the use of her jib and main
sai.l, did little or no injury to the Essex until 
she closed her at 3.5 minutes past 5. Then th~ 
action commenced, in earnest; and continued, 
without intermission, until 20 minutes past 6; 
when the Essex surrendered. 

The Cherub, when the action commenced, was 
abaft the Phrebe's weather-beam; and after
wards used every exertion against the baffling 
winds and occasional calms, which followed the 
heavy firing, to close near the Essex: without 
which, her battery, consisting, except one six, 
of all carronades, could produce no effect. 

As respects the duration of the action, Cap
tain Hillyar, with true nobleness of mind, read 
to Captain Porter, nearly the whole of his official 
letter; referring him to the minutes taken by 
his clerk, with a watch in his hand, while the 
engagement was pending. Captain Porter, ra
ther than avow this trait in his enemy, mentions 
the fact as a discovery of his own, thus: "Com
modore Hillyal', as I am informed, has thought 
proper to state to his government, th~t the action 
lasted only 45 minutes; should he have done 

'SO, &c." 
The assertion that the British fired for" about 

ten minutes" after the colours were struck, is the 
basest of all Capt. Porter's numerous falsehoods. 
The moment the flag of the Essex was seen moving 
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from the mast-head, the Cherub ceased firing; 
and Captain Hillyar ordered the Ph<:ebe's fire to 
cease; and ran to the main-deck to see his order 
enforced. Towards the head of the ship, where 
the captain's order, owing to the confusion of 
battle, and the deafning effect of continued 
firing, was not immediately heard, three or four 
guns might have been· discharged. This hap
pens in almost all actions; and Captain Porter, 
converting ten seconds into "ten minutes," has 
made it the foundation of his libellous attack. 

The Ph<:ebe's injuries were triRing. She had 
a few shot-holes between wind and water; which 
were got at without lightening. Her main and 
mizen-masts, and her sails and rigging, were ra
ther seriously injured. Her first lieutenant a~d 
3 seamen killed; 4 seamen and marines, severely, 
and 3, slightly wounded, comprised the whole 
of her loss. The Cherub1s larboard fore-top
sail sheet was shot away, and replaced in five 
minutes; several of her lower shrouds were cut 
thJ:ough, also the main-top-mast stay, and most 
of the running rigging; and three or four shot 
struck her hull No other damage did she sus~ 
tain: although, in the engraving of the action, 
to be found both in Captain Porter's" Journal," 
and the" Naval Monument," the Cherub ap
pears with her fore-yard falling on deck I I-One 
marine killed; her commander, severely, and 2 

marines, slightly wounded; is all the loss whic·h 
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that ship sustained: making a total loss, upon 
the British side, of 5 killed, and 10 wounded. 

When the Essex was boarded by the British 
officers, buckets of spirits were found in all parts 
of the main-deck; and most of the prisoners 
were in a state of intoxication. This second 
proof (see p.255) that "American sailors want 
no gl'og," accounts for the Phmbe and Cherub 
having sustained their principal injury during 
the three first broadsides. Afterwards, the firing 
of the Essex became very irregular; and nearly 
all her shot went over the British ships. 

The upper works, masts and rigging of the 
Essex were much damaged; but Captain Hillyar 
considered, that she might perform a v~yage to 
Europe, far distant as it was, with perfect safety. 
" My ship," says Captain Porter, "was cut up 
in a manner which was perhaps never before 
witnessed. The shattered state of the Essex 
will, I belie,-e, prevent her ever reaching Eng
Jand." Yet his government was actual1y ashamed 
to publish, "the boatswain and carpenter's re
port of damages," which accompanied the letter. 

The loss of the Essex, by Captain POI·ter's ac
count, consisted of 58 killed and mortally 
wounded; 39 severely, and 27 slightly wounded; 
and 31 missing: total 154. '''-hen the Essex 
was taken possession of, only 23 killed, and 42 
wounded, were found on her decks; a Joss per
fectly reconcileable with the injury her hull had 
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!?ustained in the action, according to Captain 
Hillyar's, not Captain Porter's, description. 

The Phc:ebe mounted twenty six long 18-
pounders upon the main-deck; twelve carron
ades, 32-pounders, an IS and a 12-pound launch
carronade, (one on each side,) upon the quarter
deck; and two carronades, 32-pounders, and 
four long 9·pounders, upon the forecastle; total 
46 guns. She had, also, one 3-pounder in the 
fore-top, two 3-pounders, (one on each side,) in 
the main, and one 2-pounder in the mizen-top. 

The complement of the Phcebe, onleavingEng
land, consisted of 295 men and boys. So far from 
these being " picked men," the Phcebe, after her 
seyere losses in the action off Madagascar in 1811, 
and by the climate at the reduction of Jaya, was 
completed, principally, with landsmen. In
cluding the volunteers from the Emily and Good 
Friends, lying at Valparaiso, the complement of 
the Phcebe, in the action with the Essex, consisted 
of 27S men, and 22 boys; making exactly 300. 

The armament of the Cherub consisted of 
eighteen carronades, 32-pounders, upon the 
main-deck; six carronades, IS-pounders, and a 
12-pound launch cal'l:onade, upon the quarter
deck; and two long 6-pounders upon the fore
castle; toial 27 guns. She had, on the day of 
the action, 102 men, and 19 boys; which was 
her full complement. Captain Porter has given 
her a complement of 1S0 "picked men." 
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The Essex's armament has already appeared: 
(see p. 82:) it only remains to state, that a quan
tity of bar and chain-shot, and several riiles, 
were found on board of her. Het, complement, 
as it was just previous to her leaving the Dela
ware in October, 1812, has also appeared, Ac
cording to Captain Porter's "Journal," he left 

behind, 9 men sick; which reduced his crew to 
319. Upon her arrival in the Pacific, the Essex 
re-captured the crews of some American whale
ships; and, during six months, captured ten 
other whalers, under the British flag; but partly 
owned, and chiefly manned, by Americans. The 
united crews of these Anglo-american ships, 
amounted to " 302"; many of whom, as the 
"Journal" states, entered on board the Essex. 

As soon as the near approach of tIle Phcebe 
was bringing the engagement to a conclusion, 
and "Lieutenant-commandant Downes" had 
taken away; in his boat, an the wounded British 
subjects of the crew, Captain Porter " directed 
those who could swim, to jump overboard, and 
endeavor to gain the shore:" the distance of 
which did not exceed three-quarters of a mile, 
He gave this precipitate order, because "the 
flames were bursting up each hatchway:" when 
not a trace of fire could be discovered by the 
captors; except some slig'ht marks about the 
main~deck, supposed to have originated from 
the" explosion," not of H a large quantity of 
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powder," but of some loose cartridges i the 
natural consequence of a drunken ship's com

pany. 
Captain Porter describes the fate of those 

that endea,'oured to gain the shore, thus:
" Some reached it i some were taken; and some 
perished in the attempt; but most preferred 
sharing with me the fate of the ship." The 
number "taken," must mean the 16 saved by 
the Phrebe's people; those that" perished in 
the attempt," the" 31 missing." The only dif-

, ficulty is, about those that " reached the shore." 
Captain Hillyar believed that they amounted to 
20 or 30; but, if the Essex's crew, in general, 
felt as great a dislike to fall into the hands of 
the British, as the crew of the Hornet, when she 
was in danger of being captured by the Coru
wallis 74, there can be little doubt, that the 
majority of the unwounded men that remained 
in the Essex, were such as either could not 
swim, or were incapacitated by liquor. 

Captain Porter, in his letter, written three 
months after the action, fixes the Essex's com
plement at 255; but he informed Captain 
Hillyar, within two days after his capture, 
that he had upwards of 260 victualled; and, 
at a subsequent day, that he went into action 
with 265. His clerk furnished a list- of 261 

names; but one of the Essex's officers observed 
to Captain Hil1yar, that there were several men 
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of the same name on board; yet, in the above 
list, none such appeared. 

In that part of Captain Porter's letter, where 
he is describing his loss " after the colours were 
struck,>' he commits himself completely. He 
says: "Seventy-jive men, including C!fJicers, were 
all that remained of my whole crew, after the 
action, capable of doing duty; and many of 
them severely wounded, some of whom have 
since died. The enemy still continued his fire, 
and my brave, though unfortunate companions, 
were still falling about me. I directed· an op. 
posite gun to be fired, to shew them we intended 
no further resistance; but they did not desist: 
four men were killed by my side, and others in 
different pariS of the ship." 

Without the means of enumerating those 
" still falling," or the" others killed in different 
parts of the ship," this account leaves 71, and 
" many of them severely wounded," as the num· 
ber of " men, including officers," remaining in 
the ship, when possession was taken. But, 
what were the number of prisoners received ?
Leaving out the 16, saved from drowning, and 
the 4~, found on board wounded, 103 men,with
out a scratch about them, were taken from Cap. 

tain Porter's ship! 
It is of little consequence, whether the crew 

of the Essex consisted of 20 men more or less; 
hut, as some number must be stated, her com- . 
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plement will be fixed at 265; including 3 boys, 
properly so called. 

According to the representation of the three 
ships, in Captain Porter's drawing of the en
gagement, the Essex is about 400 tons Jess than 
the Phcebe, and about eq ual in size to the Che
I·ub. Fortunately, having the Essex in our pos
session, we ha\'e something better to trust to, 
than the disinterested pencil, or pen, of Captain 
David Porter. 

The dimensions of the Essex have appeared 
already. (See p. 83.) Those of the Phcebe and 
Cherub are here given :-

Phrebe. Cherub. 

Ft. In. Tons. Ft. In. 
Length of lo,,~er-deck, from rabbit} 

142 9 1084 to rabbit, 
~readth, extreme, 38 S 424 297t 

The Phcebe having been pl'onounced, in Ame
rica, "of superior force to the Essex," her force, 
singly, will be shewn; as well as that of herself 
and the Cherub, jointly. 

Comparative force of tlte ships. 

Phcebe. Essex. 
Phcebe and 

Cherub. 

Br?adside-metaI { 1. gun~, 263 36 266 
111 pounds, carr. 242 640 596 

--502 --676 --862 
C I {

men, 278 t:lGo_ 380 omp ement, '" 
boys, 22 .3 41 

--SOO --265 --4!21 
Size in tons, 9261 867 (not necessary.) 
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During the action, the Essex Junior lay at 
anchor, about four miles to-windward; in view 
of the whole. Had she ventured out, in the 
hopes to escape, and the Cherub been detached 
in pursuit, a second British and American fri
gate, tolerably matched, (the one with carro
nades having' the weather-gage,) would have 
been left to themselves. 

Captain Porter says :-" I must, in justifica
tion to myself, observe, that with oLlr six 12-

pounders only, we fought this action; our carron
ades being almost useless." And this, although 
he had previously told us, that he " ran down 
on both ships, with the intention of laying the 
Pluebe on board;" and was " enabled; for a short 
ti~ne, to close with the enemy."-He then again 
forgets himself, by stating,; that the Cherub 
" kept up a distant firing, with her long guns;" 
when, by his own description of the Cherub's 
force, she had only one long gun in broadside. • 

In short, the American official account of this 
action is become the scoff of all reasonable men. 
Yet, Captain Porter's ends appear to have been 
fully answered. When he landed at New York, 
he "was welcomed by the cheering huzzas of 
the populace, and conveyed to his lodgings, in 
a coach drawn by his fellow-citizens;" and Mr. 
Madison, in his speech to congress, dated 20th 
September, 1814, utters the following rhapsody 
in his favour:-
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(, On the ocean, the pride of our naval arms 
has been amply supported. A second frigate 
has indeed fallen into the hands of the enemy; 
but the loss is hidden in the blaze of heroism 
with which she was defended. Captain Porter, 
who commanded her, and whose previous career 
had been distinguished by daring enterprise, 
and by fertility of genius, maintained a sangui
nary contest against two ships, one of them, supe

rior to his own, and othei' severe disadvantages; 
till humanity tOl"e down the colours, which valor 
had nailed to the mast. This officer and his 
comrades have added much to the rising glory 
of the American flag; and have merited all the 
effusions of gratitude, which their country is 
ever ready to bestow, on the champions of its 
rights, and of its safety." . 

Every honest man must regret that this 
H champion of rights" did not meet a British 
officer who knew him, rather than the mild and 
gentlemanly Captain Billyar. The latter be
lieved, that an American naval officer was go
verned, like himself, by principles of honor; 
and therefore became, in most of the transactions 
that succeeded the capture, the dupe of the 
finished hypocrite, his prisoner. 

The Cherub sailed from Valparaiso on the 
16th of April, bound to the Gallipagos and 
Sandwich islands, in search of three of Captain 
Porter's prizes. To-windward of Owhyhee, 
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(one of the Sandwich islands,) Caljtain Tucker 
retook the Sir Andrew Hammond; on board of 
which he found Lieutenant Gamble, of the 
United States marines, a midshipman, and six 
American seamen; also upwards of 100 natives 
of the islands of Wooho. After landing the 
latter, Captain Tucker cruized for American 
whalers; and, on the 20th of June, captured the 
Charon, a north-west trader. In the beginning 
of September, 1814, the Cherub again arrived 
at Valparaiso; and, on the 16th of October, was 
joined by the Racoon; which had completely 
destroyed the A.nerican fur-establishment upon 
the Columbia. On the 30th of November, the 
Cherub, with her two prizes, arrived at Rio 
Janeiro; and, on the 6th of May, 1815, at 
Spithead. 

The Phrebe and Essex arrived at Rio early in 
September, and at Plymouth, on the 13th of 
November. The Essex proved a faster sailer 
than the Phrebe, especially in a strong breeze 
and heavy sea; and, in spite of Captain Porter's 
predictions, both ships performed the passage 
home, through much bad weather, without the 
slightest accident. 

Let us now endeavor to trace what became of 
the 12 whale-ships captured by the Essex. On 
the 25th of July, 1813, Captain Porter dis
patched home the Georgiana, armed with 16 
guns; manned with a lieutenant and about 40 
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men; and laden with " a full cargo of sperma: .. 
ceti oil, which would be worth, in the United 
States, about 100,000 dollars." She was cap
tured in the West Indies, by the Barrosa 42. 
The Policy, laden also with a full cargo of oil, 
was .retaken by the Loire; and the New Zea
lander, having on board" all the oil of the othel' 
prizes," by the Belvidera. The Rose and Charl
ton were given up to the prisoners. The Mon
tezuma, it is believed, was sold at Valparaiso, 
The Hector and Catharine, with theil' cargoes, 
were burnt at sea. The Atlantic, afterwards 
called the Essex Junior, was disarmed by the 
orders of Captain Hillyar, and sent to America 
as a cartel. The Sir Andrew Hammond was re
taken by the Cherub; the Greenwich burnt by 
the orders of the American officer in charge of 
her; and the Seringapatarn taken possession of 
by her American crew. The mutineers carried 
her to New South Wales; whence she was 
brought to England, and delivered up to her 
owners, on payment of salvage. 

Thus have we the end of all the " prizes 
taken by the Essex, in the Pacific, valued at 
2,500,000 dollars;" and, as another item on the 
debit side of Captain Porter's account, the Essex 
herself now rates as a 42-gun frigate in the Bri~ 
tish navy. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Gross libel upon the '!fJicers and crew of the Plan
taganet-President and Loire-United States, 
Macedonian, and Hornet, chased into New
London by the Valiant and Acasta-The port 
,bloclcaded-Challenge from the United States 
and l11acedonian to the Endymion and Statira
Accepted as to the ]Jlacedonian and Statira
American finesse on the occasion-Boston ac
count of the affair-Challenge between tlte Hor
net and Loup Cervier-Balla/lOu captured by 
the Perry-Harlequin schooner-U. S. sloop 
Frolic falls in wit/l the Orpheus and Shelhurne
Surrenders without firing a shot-Shameful con
duct of the Americans after surrender-Court 
of enquiry on the C!fJicers and crew of the F1'olic
Americans blamfld for ea:cess of brave1'Y-- Their 
opinion (if the French and Spaniards-Three 
cases quoted, where Frenc/l sloops have acted 
differently from the U. S. sloop Frolic. 

THE President sailed upon her third crUlze, 
from Providence, 'Rhode island, on the 5th of 
December, 1813; and arrived at Sandy-hook, on 
the evenillg of the 18th' of February: a period 
ef 75 days. Commodore Rodgers dates his 

y 
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officialleUer on the 19th, and the following is 
its concluding paragraph :-" From the Dela. 
ware I saw nothing, until I made Sandy~hook, 
,,,hen I again fell in with another of the enemy'~ 
squadron; and, by some unaccountable cause, 
was permitted to enter the bay, although in the 
presence of a decidedly superior force, after 
having been obliged to remain outside, seven 
hours and a half, waiting for the tide." 

This " unaccountable" story req uired some~ 
thing to back it. Accordingly, the following 
more circumstantial account . appeared in the 
" Naval Monument" :-

" A private lettel' from an officer on board 
the President states :-" Situations in which we 
have heen placed this cruize, will add lustre to 
the weIl~established character of Commodore 
Rodgel·s."-" After passing the light saw several 
sail, one large sail to~windward; backed our 
main~top~sail, and cl€ared ship for actiO-D. The 
strange sail came down within gun-shot, and 
hauled her wind on the stal'board-taek. We 
continued with our main~top-sail to the mast 
three hours; and, seeing no pmbability of the 
74-gun ship's bearing down to engage the Pre
sident, gave her a shot to-windward, and hoisted 
Our colours; when she bore up for us, reluct. 
antly. When within half gun..:shot, backed his 
main-top-sail. At this moment, all hands were 
caned to muster aft; and the cOalmodQre said a 
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fe\v, but impressive words, though it was unne~ 
ce!;sary; for. what other stimulant could true 
Americans want, than fighting gloriously in the 
~ight of their native shore, where hundreds were 
assenibled to witness the engagement. Wore 
ship to engage; but, at this moment, the cutter 
being discovered coming back, backed again to 
t~ke in the pilot j and the British 74 (strange as 
it Hlust appear) making sail to the southward 
and eastward. Orders were gjven to haul 
a-boal'd the fore and main tacks, to run in; 
there being then in sight, from our deck, a fri
gate and gun-brig. The commander of the 74 
had it iIi his power, for five hours, to bring us~ 
at ariymoment, to an engagement; oUf main
top·sail to the mast during that time." 
, " It was," says the editor of the Naval Mo~ 
noment," afterwards ascertained, that the ship 
which declined the battle with the President, 
was the Plantaganet 74, Captain. Lloyd. The 
J~ason given by Captain Lloyd for avoiding an 
engagement, wns, that his crew were in a state 
of mntiny." (Nav. Mon. p. 232.) 

~ This is a most atrocious libel upon the officers 
aFl~lcrew of H. M. S. Plantaganet; which ship 
had left Sandy-hook about a fortnight previous 
to . .the arrivalof Conimodore Rodgel's.. SCal'tely 
a .fihip in the serviee was sowell mai111ed as the, 
Phmt&ganet. In pl'oof of this, Captain Lloyd 
had. a. boafs. crew, of 27 men, taken in the Chesa. 

yQ 
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peake; and neither promises, threats, nor ill. 
usage, could induce one of them to desert. So 
semible were the lords of the admiralty of the 
good behavior of these men, that they had all 
special leave granted; and the coxswain was pro
moted. This is the crew that the editor of the 
'.' Naval Monument" says, "were in a state of 
mutiny."-Nay, the editor of the" Sketches of 
the War" clinches the whole, by stating, that 
" Captain Lloyd, after returning to England, 
accounted for his counduct, by alleging a mu
tiny in his ship; and had several of his sailors 
tried and executed upon that charge"! ! 

Although the world at large, and the reflect. 
ing part of the American people, treat the thing 
as a gasconading puff, it still stands recorded 
among the archives at Washington, that a Bri. 
tish 74-gun ship declined engaging an American 
frigate. What, then, was the British ship which 
war. cruizing off the Hook, when the President 
arrived there ?-The Loire, of 46 guns, Captain 
Brown. This ship chased the President, till 
sh~ got close in; when Captain Brown, having 
an eye to the batteries at Sandy-hook, and the' 
gun-boats which, he knew, \"ere stationed within
~ide, hove-to. The Loire's crew, at this time, 
being reduced by manning prizes, to 130 men, 
and 20 boys,-40 of the former unable, from 
sickness, to attend their quarters,-none but a 
madman would have thought of fighting such a 
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ship as the President. Fortunately fo.r the Lo.ire, 
Co.mmo.do.re Ro.dgers, with .a11 his bo.asting, was 
less anxio.us to. give battle, than to. reach New 
Y o.rk in safety. 

On the . 31st o.f May, 1813, the U. S. ships 
United States, Co.mmo.do.re Decatur, Macedo.
nian, Captain Jo.nes, and Ho.rnet, Captain Bid
dle, all pro.visio.ned and sto.red fo.r a cruize in 
the East Indies, left New Y o.rk thro.ugh Lo.ng 
Island So.und; the Sandy-ho.ok passage being 
blo.ckaded by a British fo.rce. 

On the 1st o.f June, just as the three ships 
were clearing the so.und,H. M. S, Valiant and 
~casta ho.ve in sight, and chased them back to. 
New Lo.ndo.n: a little to.wn situate on the river 
Thames, abo.ut three miles from the So.und, and 
containing fro.m 5 to. 6000 inhahitants. It had, 
at thjs time, one fo.rt, and an excellent site for 
ano.ther ;. hut, no. means of successfully o.ppo.sing 
the British 74 and frigate, could they have run 
in with safety. The United States and Ho.rnet 
were co.mp'elled to. start theil' water, and throw 
o.ver~ho.ard a part of their provisio.ns, to. lighten 
them. A few shot were exchanged between the 
Acasta alid United States. The British ~hipshad 
no. pilots on bo.ard, acquainted \vith the sound. 
Owing to. this, they chased with much less effect; 
and were co.mpe]]ed to cast ancho.r o.ff Gardner's 
ilii]and, 12 miles from NewLo.ndo.n. 
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For sCl'eral weeks previous to this event, the 
New York anclBoston papers had been filled with 
panegyrics on their" naval heroes;" whose va· 
lor, they had depicted as impetuous, amounting 
almost to rashness. Some of the papers, as if a 
little ashamed of what they had said, added" a 
fazee" to the two British ships: and gave that 
as a reason why the commodore suffered his 
squadron to be chased into New London. But 
a letter, published in one American paper, and 
9.ated " Hartford, June 2," says :-" An express 
arrived this morning to the governor, stating, 
that Commodore Decatur, in the United States, 
with the Macedonian and Hornet, were yester
day chased into New London, by a British 74 
and frigate." 

After having blockaded the American squa
dron upwards of six month~, the Valiaht and 
Ac~sta were relieved by the Ramillies 74, En
dymion 50, and Statira 46, under the command 
of Sir Thomas M. Hardy. 

Tired out at length with his confinement, and 
the force now before New London happily ex
cusing him, in the opinion of all, from venturing; 
to cut his way out, Commodore Decatur resolved 

. to put in practice a literary stratagem; one that, 
even in its failure, should redound to his advan
tage; by wiping off' the impression of. luke
warmness, which so many months of forbeal'ance 
had, in some de~ree, attached to his character, 
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An excuse soon o'ffel'ed, for sending a " pro
position for a contest" to the British command
ing officer. (ApI" No. 67.) That it was beneath 
both Commodore Decatur's and Captain Jones's 
dignity, to chalJenge an equal force, is made to 
appear upon the face of the" proposition" itself. 
This" bold measure," in all its" rashness," was 
hawked about the Union for months afterwards; 
nor did it escape the American public, how 
scrupulous the commodore was, to notice his 
own" boat-gun," while he did not, seemingly, 
(although he did,in truth,) compute the" boat
gun" of the Endymion. 

Persons, desirous to draw a parallel between 
the challenge which Captain Broke transmitted 
to Captain Lawrence, and that sent six months 
afterwards, by Commodore Decatur to Captain 
Hope., will ask :-" Where is the clear statement 
of broadside-force in guns, which is given in the 
former ?---;-and why did Captain Broke enu
merate, and Commodore Decatur whoUy omit, 
the complement of his ship ?"-The answer is 
obvious. Because it would then have appeared, 
that the United States was, in guns and men, 
uearly one-fourth superior to the Endymion; 
and no credit be . gained by the challenging 
party. 

Anxious as Captain Hope was to meet the 
United States, Sir Thomas Hardy would not 
COUtient to it; but had no hesitation whatever 
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in permitting the Statira to meet the Macedo-
· nian; as they were sister-ships, carrying the 
same number of guns, and weight of metal, ___ 
(App. No. 68.) 

Captain Staokpoole's letter is written in the 
· true spirit of a British sailor. He corrects the 
-commodore's mistake about the Statim mount~ 
ing 50 guns; and adds: "In number of men, I 
am aware of having a superiority to oppose: all 

· I request is, that both ships may quickly meet." 
(App. No. 67.) 

The second paragraph of Commodore Deca
tur's reply to Sir Thomas Hardy, is as artfully, 

· as it is ambiguously, expressed. (App. No. 69.) 
'Vhy include the " Statim" and" Macedonian" 
as a part of " the proposition for a contest de
clined" by -Sir Thomas ?-And " declined in 
.consequence of,"-not "the decided inferiority 
of the Endymion," but, "your entertaining a dii:' 
·ferent opinion on thIs su bject from my own."~ 
·Thus virtually saying: " I do not. credit your 
statement of the Endymion's force; nor is that 
-you have gi,'en of my ship's force, at all ~or
rect." 

It is amusing to see, hQW warily the commo
dore proceeds in his leHcr. He had, he says, 
consented that the complements of the Endymiou 
and Statira should be made up from the Ramil
lies and Borer; and" was induced to accord this 
indulgence, fr()m a supposition that their crews 
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might have been reduced by manning prizes, 
and a hope that; as the selected men would be 
divided between ,the two ships, the advantage 
would not be overwhelming."-What "indul
gence" was there, in allowing the two British 
ships to have their" complements made up"? 
Were not the complements of the United States 
and Macedonian " made up" ?-The Endymion's 
fun complement, in men and boys, was 350; 
that of the Statira, 315; including 45 or50 boys 
between them. The United States had a crew 
of 480; and the Macedonian 440,at least; in. 
eluding not 10 boys behveen them. Here then 
'were 665 British, and 920 Americans; and yet 
Commodore Decatur only hoped" the advantage 
would not be overwhelming." 

. His excuse about the Statira, alone, availing 
herself of his" concession," can best be answered 
by the following q uestion.-Vi as not the Con
stitution, with 475 men on board, lying in Bos
ton, when Captain Broke challenged Captain 
Lawrence; and did the former make any stipu
lation to prevent the latter, if he chose, from 
taking on board the Chesapeake, in addition to 
her regular complement, the whole crew of the 
Constitution? 

Commodore Decatur then cuts the matter 
short, by objecting to the guarantee; although 
two British officers had pledged their honors ill 
support of it. (App. Nos. 67 and 70.) Perhaps; 
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the commodore wanted the Endymioll to be sent 
into New London as a hostage. At all events, 
'he flatly declined permitting the Macedonian 
to meet the Statira. 

Thus ended this vaporing affair. It afforded 
materials for many swaggering paragraphs. 
Captain Jones, it is asserted, actually ha
r~ngued his men upon the occasion; pretending 
to lament the loss of so fine a ship; which, he 
assUl'ed them, would have been their prize in a 
very short time. He had likewise the hardihood 
to tell them, that it was all owing to the refullal 
of the British, who were afraid to contend with 
Americans upon equal terms! 

This was pr<wious to the appearance in print 
of the whole correspondence. As soon a~, by 
the contrivance of the British otIicers, (who were 
disgusted with the gross mistatem{'nts of the 
Americans,) the letters were published in a Bos
ton paper, the New London" heroes" bit their 

.Jips with vexation. Notwithstanding the publi-
cation of the letters, howe\rer, a Bosion work, 
entitled " The Massachuset's Manual; or, Po
litical and Historical Register, for the P01itical 
Year from June, 1814, to J l1ne, 181/i," contains, 
under the head of "Tablet of memory," the 
following account of this challenge:-

"January 17, 1814. The British fligates 
Statira and Endymion; off New London, were 
chaUenged by Comrnodore Decatur to fight the 
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United States and Mac.edonian Alller,icflu frio 
gates, hut declined accepting it." 

From the established gallantry of Captain 
Stackpoole, the high discipline of the Statil'a's 
men, and their exemplary behaviour at that ship~s 
loss, 011 a subsequent day, there can be little 
doubt that, had she and the Macedonian met 
in single combat, that tine frigate would 110t 

now wear at her peak the stripes of America. 
After this business was broken off, a verbal 

cbaJIenge passed between the commamlers of the 
Hornet and Loup Cervier, late American 'V asp. 
The lattel' vessel soon afterwards foundered at 
sea, and every soul on board perished: nothing 
respecting this challenge has therefore been 
made public on OUl' side. The American "·Porte
folio," for November, 1815, in which the" Life 
of Captain James Biddle" is given, contains SOlne 
account of it. It is there stated, that II Captain 
Mends, of the Loup Cel'viel', said, that, if Cap
tajn Biddle would inform him of the number of 
souls he commanded, Captain Mends pledged 
his honor to limit his number to the same;" but 
that" Commodore Decatur would not permit 
Captain Biddle to acquaint Captain Mends with 
the number of his crew, and meet him on the 
terms stated; because, it was understood that, 
in that case, the Loup Cervier would have a 
picked crew from the British squadron." What 
do we gather from this ?-Why, that the Ame~ 
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ricans, with all "picked men" on their Ride, 
were afraid to meet an equal number of British, 
because they might have" picked men" on their's. 

Commodore Decatur's amended proposition 
was: "That the Hornet shall meet the Loup 
Cervier, under a mutual and satisfactory pledge, 
that neither ship shall receive any additional 
officers or men; but sha11 go into action with 
their original crews respectively." Was this 
fair, or not?-The Hornet's" original crew" 
was 170, including about 3 boys; the Loup 
Cervier's "original crew," 121 men, including 
18 boys.-So that, deducting the boys,the num
bers would stand :-Americans 167; British 103; 
-an "overwhelming" superiority in earnest! 

To shew the world how little disposed Ameri
cans were, when contending with an enemy, to 
have a superior force, Captain Biddle offered to 
take away 2 of the Hornet's guns, to make ·her's 
equal in number to the Loup Cervier's. Captain 
Mends considered the 2 guns as an "advantage" 
not worth his notice: it was the immense supe· 
riority in men, that he wished to have reduced. 
The American account concludes with express
ing a surprise that, after such " fair terms" had 
been offered, the British vessel should quit the 
station without fighting. 

H. M. schooner Bal1ahou, Lieutenant Norfolk 
King, in the early pint of 1814, fell in with the 
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American privateer schooner Perry; and, the 
American account says, "after a chase of 60 
minutes, 10 of which they closely engaged," was 
captured. No British official account of this 
action has appeared; nor is it known what loss 
was sustained on either side, The prize wa~ 
carried into Wilmington, N. Carolina. 

The Ballahou's original armament consisted 
of six carronades, 12-pounders; but, according 
to the American papers, only two of these were 
mounted; the remainder having been placed 
in the hold on account of bad weather. In a 
subsequent American prize-list, however, the 
Hallahou appears with "10 guns." Her com
plement consisted of 20 men and boys. The 
Perry mounted 5 guns, one, a long 18 or 24-
pounder upon a pivot; and had a complement, 
is it is stated, of 80 men. The Ballahou was 
only 74 tons: the Perry said to be 180, Ameri. 
can measurement. 

VVbat formidable vessels the Americans send 
to sea, rigged as schooners, may be seen from 
the force and dimensions of a schooner carried 
into Halifax N. S. towards the end of the war. 

The Harlequin privateer-s()hooner, just after 
leaving Portsmouth N. Hampshire, upon her 
first cruize, mistook the Bulwal'k 74 for a mer
chant-man; and got too close to effect her es
cape. She mourited ten long 12-pounders, with 
double sights to every gun; and had a compIe-
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ment of It5 men. She was pierced for IS guns; 
and had bulwarks a frifle stouter, ah~ 4 inches 
higher, than those of our first-class brigs. 

Had the Harlequin been purchased into our 
service, and commissioned as a king's schooner, 
everyone of her ports (except the bow-ports) 
would have been filled with guns; and her coni· 
plement reduced from 1] 5 men, to 65 or 70 men 
and boys. This forms the most essential diffe
rence in the regulations 'of the two navies. 

Dimensions of tlte Harlequin, Am. schooner. 

Length on deck, from} 
rabbit to rabbit, 

Breadth, extreme, 
Depth in hold, 

M' . t {Iengtli, 
,am-rolls, . diameter , 
Fore-yard, length, 

Ft. In. 

105 81 
£6 10 323 tons. 

t21lf 

84 0 
2 0 

64 0 

. There were, during the war, several American 
privateer-schooners, larger, and of greater force 
in nl€n,-than the Harlequin.Com,idering the 
facility with which a schooner can gain the wind 
of a sql1are-Figged v~sse}, what gun~bl'ig of the 
Boxer's class, c(m]dhave. hQped to capture such 
a vessel <}S the Harlequin;, adm:itting that the 
latter had been enterprising enough to engage ? 

TheU. S. -ship Frolic., Captain-Joseph Bain~ 
bddge,sailed from PQl'tsmo,uth,. N. ,IIamIlShirej: 
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on a cruize, early in February 1814. The fol .. 
10'wing extract from the journal of an officer of 
H. M. schooner Shelburne, gives a detailed ac
count of her capture. 

" H. M. ship Orpheus and schooner Shel .. 
burnein company, in latitude 24° 12' N. longi
tude 81" 25' W.-At day~light on the morning 
of the 20th of April, 1814, being close-hauled 
on the larboard;.tack, with a moderate breeze 
from the eastward, observed a strange sail on the 
\Veath~r-bo\V, standing towards us. The cut of 
her sails so(}n shewed her to be a man of war; 
and their whiteness, that she was American. 
Both vessels made all sail in chase. At 6. 45. 
t he chase took in her studding-sails; and hauled 
to the wind on the starboard-tack; she shortly 
afterwards tacked, crossed royal yards, and 
made signals, with which we were unacquainted. 
We immediately hoisted an American ensign and 
pendant ~ as did the chase, a short time after .. 
w8l'ds. At 9.30. saw the N. E. part of the 
island ofeuba, bearing about S. E. The chase 
continued stun ding by the wind, with the hope 
(as we afterwards understood) of gaining Ma$ 
tit.nza Bay; but, finding she was to-leeward of 
her port, the Orpheus well on her lee-quarter, 
and; the Shelburne onthe'w~ather, at 12. ~O. the 
chase again tacked; passing to-windward of the 
Otplieus, on opposite tacks, at a little more than 
gun-sh9t distan.ce; as appeared by the latter, 
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when the chase was on her weather-beam, firing 
two shot; neither of which quite reached her. 
As soon as the chase had tacked as above, the 
wind considerably freshened; and she now threw 
overboard her larboard gu.ns; to enable her to 
carry more sail. After the chase had passed the 
Orpheus on the contrary tack, the Shelburne, 
having a decided advantage in sailing, kept 
away to cut her off; which the chase, discover
ing, kept away across the Orpheus's bows, and 
set studding-sails; hopi ng, by that means, to 
teach the Havannah before the chasing yessels 
could come up with her. But, finding' that we 
had a much greater advantage free than by the 
wind, and the chase having considerably clo3ed 
the Orpheus, she, at 1. 4.5. P. M. hauled dDwn 
htw colours, without firing a shot." 

The prize proved to be the U. S. ship Frolic, 
commanded by Master.commandant, Joseph 
Bainhridge. (App. ]\'0. 75.) She mounted, 
when the two shots were fired at her by the Or
pheus, twenty carronades, 32-pounders, and two 
long 18s; but afterwards threw overboard ten 
carronades, and one long gun. She had a com- . 
plement of 171 men; young, hale, and athletic~ 
She had three lieutenants, and a lieutenant of 
marines; and is a sister-ship to the American 
Peacock, 'Vasp (2), Argus, (burnt at 'Vashing
tOll,) Ontario, and Erie. Her full dimensions 
will be given at a subsequent page. 
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This gentle surrender was, according to the 
report of the British officers, attended with a 
circumstance fully as disgraceful to the Fl'olic"s 
officers and crew. The locks of the great guns 
were broken, muskets, pistols, pikes, swords, bat 
and chain shot, &c. were thrown overboard; to:. 
gether with the pendant that ,vas struck! A 
Nassau paper, of the 25th of April, adds: "The 
purser's store-room was next sacked; then the 
men got into the gun-room and the captain's 
cabin, and pillaged them. In short, the ship, 
we are -told, bore the semblance of a town 
given up to the pillage of soldiery." 

Perhaps these gentlemen were determined 
that, as their ship had not behaved like a man 
of war, they would destroy all appearance of her 
having been one. Certainly, such a surrender 
of a public vessel is unparalleled in the history 
of nations. 

The American "Naval Monument" ascribes 
the Frolic's not firing, to "her armament hav
ing been thrown overboal'd in the chase;" and 
adds :-" By this event, we have lost a fine ves
sel, and a gallant crew, but we have lost no ho
nor," (Nav. Mon. p. 238,)-Of the same war 
of thinking, appeared the court of inquiry that 
sat upon the Frolic's loss; as hel' offieers and
crew were " honorably acquitted."-" B'ravery 
of enterprise/' says the above American work, 
(p. 9,) "certainly belongs, in' common, to 'all-

z 
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our captains; the oldest at theil' head, ,vho 
bearded the lion in his den. They have even 
been blamed for excess in this particulal·." ! 

A reference to' the innumerable instances in 
our own naval records, where a much greater 
disparity of force than existed between the 
American ship Frolic and her captors, has not 
deterred a British commander and crew from 
.doing their utmost to capture or cripple the 

enemy, might be deemed ostentatious. Suffice 
,it, that no solitary i.nstance can be found, whet'e 
a British ship of war has behaved like the 
American ship of war Frolic. 
- In the height of their zeal to praise them

selves, the Americ<lns have treated, in a manner 
bordering on ridicule, the naval character of 
the French and Spaniards; thereby wishing. to 

. have inferred, that our victories at sea over tbe 

two latter powers, ",.,ere, at all times, cheaply 
obtained., Captain Sclwmbf1:g's work contains 
many proofs to the contrary; and even, of 
French national vessels having resisted bravely, 

-against douhle their force. As many as three 
cases, all, in some respects, similar to the pre
sent, will here be q noted: 

1st case. "On the 20th (August, 1797,) Cap
tain Thomas Woolley, in the Arethusa, of 38 

: (mounting. 44) guns, on his passage from the ,¥ est Indies, fell in with, and after an action of 
half an -hour,captlu'ed :la Giliete, French cor-
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vette, of 20 guns, and 186 men; commanded by 
,M. Guiene, enseigne de vaisseau. A French 
armed brig, l'Espoir of 14 guns, was..in com
pany with la Gaiete; but kept to-windward dur
ing the action; when, seeing' the fate of her 
companion, she made off. The enemy had 2 
men killed, and 8 wounded. The Arethusa,1 
seaman killed, and 3 wounded." (Schumberg's 
Nav. Chronol. vol. iii. p. 3D.) 

2d ca~e. "On the 23d (January, 179S,) Cap .. 
tain Graham Moore, in the lVlelampus of 36 
(mounting 42) guns, being on a cruize to the 
westward, fell in with, and after a short, but 
close action, captured la Volage, French cor
vette, fitted out by themel'chants of Nantz, 
mounting twenty 9-pounders, h"o IS-pounders~ 
,and 195 men; commanded by M. Desageneaux, 
. captain of a frigate. She had 4 men killed, 
,and S wounded. The Melaml'us, 2 mortally 
wounded, and 2 more~ dangerously." (Sclwm
berg, same vol. p. 96.) 

3d case. "On the 5th of March, the Phrebe, 
,of 36 (then of 42) guns, Captain Robert Bar
low ~ being on a cruize off the coast of Ireland, 
observed, in the morning, a ship bearing down 
upon him; which, on her arriving within musket-
shot, discovered her error, (having mistaken the 
Phrebe,for an East-lndiaman,ll\I) and hauled her 

!J; As the Frolic did the Orpheus for a Wes,t.iodiama,n. 

z~ 
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wind; opening at the same time a well-directed 
ana spirited fire, in hopes to disable the Phrnbe 
in her rigging, and by that means effect het 
escape. The enemy was, however, soon com~ 
pelled to strike; paying dear for his temerity, 
having 18 men killed, and 25 wounded. She 
was the Heureux, mounted with twenty .. two 
brass 12-pounders, and 220 men. The Phrebe 
bad 1 man killed, and 5, wounded; 2 of them 
mortally." (Schomberg, same vol. 'p. 3610) 

,The last edition of the "Naval History" was 
out too early, to enable Mr. Clarke to handle 
the subject of the Frolic's capture; or, he would', 
no doubt, have made it appear, that the rna;. 

jority of her ship's company were British 
sailors, who had entered by choice, and Jet felt 
disinclined to fight ; and that the native Ameri;, 
cans, with all their gallantry, were too fewin 
number to manage the guns. Happily, no 
British sailor was discovered on hoard the 
Frolic. Her crew consisted of native Americans'; 
and, in appearance, a finer set of men, -than 
even the ships of war of the Un.ited States 
usually sail with. The editor of the" Sketches 
of the War" has shewn his wisdom, ·in taking 
no notice whatever of the Frolic's capture. We 
have, in the bloodless surrender of this fine 
American ship, another proof of the " moral 
and physical superiority of the American, mer 
the British tar"! ! i' 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Epervier captures the Alfi'ed-MutinQus state of 
her crew represented-Is ordered to the West 
Indies-Upon her return, falls in with and en
gages the Peacock-No British official accpunt 
of the action-:-Epervier's carronades break loose 
-Her crew refuse to board-She surrend~rs
lier IQss of men-Peacock's.damage and loss
Epervier's jorce in guns-Her sorry ship's com
pany described-Peacock's force in guns and 
men-Statement of comparative force-Full di
mensions of Epervier and Peacock-/lctiort of 
tlte Reindeer and Wasp-No British ~fficial 

account of it-Desp(t/'ate reiiisfance of the R(}in-
. deer's C!fJiceTs and men-Site sUTrenders-.,;...Is de
stroyed-Her loss-Wasps damages and loss
Force of each vessel in guns and men-State
ment of comparative force-Landrail and Sy
ren-Wasp encounteTs, and sinks the Avon
Damage, loss, andfoTce, of each vessel-.-State
ment of comparative jorce-Plymouth account 
of the action. 

IllS majesty's brig Epervier, Captain Wales, 
on the 23d of February, captured, without op
po);ition, the American privateer-brig Alfred, of 
)6 guns, and 110 men: the Junon frigate in 



342 NAVAL OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

sight, about ten miles to-leeward. (See p.80.) 
On the Epervier's arriving soon afterwards at 
Halifax, N. S. to which station she belonged, 
Captain Wales represented to ,the commanding 
officer there, the insufficiency of her crew for any 
service; as well as his doubts of the loyalty of 
part, owing to the discovery of a plan, con
certed between them and the Alfred's late crew, 
to rise upon the British officers. On the very 
next morning, without a man of her crew being 
changed, the Epervier was ordered to the West 
Indies! 

The Epervier was returning from Jamaica, 
with a quantity of specie on bom'd; when, on 
the 29th of A1Jril, in lat 27° 47' N. long. 80° 9' W. 
she fdl in with the U. S. &hip Peacock, Captain 
Lewis 'Vanington. An action ensued; of which 
no British official account has been published. 

The American official account (App. No. 76) 
details the action; and very funy describes the 
injuries which the Epervier sustained by the 
Peacock's fire: enough to shew, that the British 
vessel could not have floated nlUch longer. But 
there \\'ere some important facts a'ttending this 
action, which it was the interest of Captain 
Waning-ton and his officers to conceal. It 
must strike the reader as singnlar that, with 
so much damage done to the Epervier's hu11, 
not a gun avpears to have been disabled. An 
omission In Captain Warrington, it could not 
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well hare been; because of his accuracy in par
ticularizing every rope that was injured, as wen 
as in counting the shot-holes; distinguishing 
how many were "within a foot of the water
line.". If, indeed, it bad been an omission, his 
second Jetter would have noticed it: on the con. 
trary, the Peacock's commandel' Vi'fote fi re let
ters upon this action; and yet, in none of them 
is there a single word about the state of the 
Epervier's guns. 

In the very first broadside which the Epervier 
fired, her three after-carronades were unshipped; 
and thrown neal-Iy out of tile ports. While 
tacking, they were replaced; and the larhoard 
canonades brought to bear. These, the moment 
they got~varm, drew out the breeching-bolts; 
and, in exchange for the Peacock's last broad. 
side, the Epervier had actualJy but one carron-

... ade to fire. Captain Wales now endeavoul'ed to 
get the brig round, to present a fresh broadside ,. 
to the enemy; but her disabled state rendered 
that wholly impracticable. As a last l'esource, 
and one which British seamen are general1y 
prompt to execute, Captain Wales called the 
crew aft, to foHow him in boarding, These 
dastardly wretches repJied,-" She is too heavy 
for us."-There was no alternative, but to strike 
the colours, to save the lives of {he very few. 
remaining good men in the vessel. 

The sentence of the court-martial u}JonCap-
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tain lVales and his officers, attributes the loss of 
the Epervier "to the very great superiority of 
the enemy, the inslflficiency of the crew, and .the 
drawing of the breeching-bolts." -Of the fact, 
then, there can be no question; and the reader 
now sees, what were Captain Warrington's rea
sons for concealing the state of the Epervier's 
guns. Had he told the truth, it would have 
appeared, that he had been engaging an almost 
defenceless vessel; a vessel whose guns, for any 
nse they were, might as well have been made of 
wood, as of iron. 

If the Epervier's had been the best, instead of 
the worst ship's company in the service, their 
utter1y defenceless st:;tte towards the end of the 
action, would almost have excused them for 
abandoning their . treacherous guns. Had the 
Eperviel"s carronades been previously fired, in 
exercise, for any length of time together, the 
defect in the clinching of her breeching-bolts, 
would have been discovered; aud perhaps re. 
medied. 

The Epervier lost 8 killed and mortally 
wounded; and 15 severely and slightly \vounded. 
Among the former, her gallant first lieutenant, 
about the middle of the action: He had his 
left arm shattered, (since amputated,) and a 
severe splinter-wound in the hip; but he would 
hardly suffer himself to be carried below. 
. Considering the state of the Eperviel"s guns, 
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it is by no means surprising that her opponent 
should escape with, the disabling of her fore. 
yard, a few top-mast and top-gallant backstays 
cut away, and a few shot through th.e sails. 
Her fore-yard was disabled, Captain 'Varring
ton says, from the Epervier's "tirst broadside"; 
which clearly points to the period at which the 
.latter's guns produced their. best effect. The 
.Peacock's loss, as might be expected, was-only 
two men slightly wounded. 

The Epervier was originally armed the same 
as the Frolic brig, and others of that cl:=t.ss; but, 
when at Halifax, Captain Wales procured, in 
exchange for her two 6s and launch-carronade, 
two I8-pound carronades: so that the Epervier 
mounted, when captured, sixteen 32, and two 
18, pound carronades; total 18 guns. Captain 
Warrington was so much engaged in counting 
the shot-holes, that he did not discover the dif
ference between an 18, and a 32, pound carron
ade; although one weighs 10, tlte other 17 cwt. 
He therefore describes the Epel"Vier as " rating, 
and mounting, eighteen 32-pound carronades." 
Lieutenant Nicholson, the prize-master, not 
wishing, in a public letter, to contradict what 
his superior officer had, no doubt, told him he 
should state, gives. the Epervier the same force. 
But neither the capt.ain, nor his lieutenant, 
knew how to reckon, according to the editor of 
the " Naval Monument"; for he makes the 
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Epervier's guns, in number "22 :"that is, he 
does so at the top of a pagp; (p. 131;) but, at 
the bottom, betrayed by a bad memory,-that 
potent. friend to truth !-he unwittingly says: 
" She (the Epervier) mounts 18 guns." 

The Epervier was commissioned towards the 
end of 1812; and her crew received on board at 
the Nore. By far the greater proportion con
sisted of landmen, and the waisters, after-guard, 
and other refuse, of the line_of-battle ships 
and frigates, sent on board the guard-ship for 
disposal. Of what quality those men were, may 
be easily conceived. The few seamen with which 
the Epel'vier left England, had deserted, previ
ous to January, 1814. While the Epervier was 
at Halifax, J'epairing the damages sustained in 
the gale of the preceding November, so destruc
tive to the shipping in that harbour, Capt.ain 
'Vales (then victualling 86 men, and 16 boys) 
·received a draught of 14 men from one of his 
majesty's brigs, about proceeding to England; 
part of them landmen, and part rated A. B. or 
able. Why men should be rated as, and not he, 
able-bodied seamen, is thus explained. A cap
tain receives an order to draught out of his crew 
iuto another ship, so many A. Es. so many ordi
?wries, and so many landmen. Satisfied that his 
complement iii already as economically fixed, 
as it well can be; and knoning that, if, in his 
way across the Atlantic, he should chance to 
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'meet his match, the quality of his men is to be 
his chief dependence, he directs the purser 
to rate so many ordinaries as A. Es. and so 
many landmen as ordinaries; and probably, to 
complete the draught, a few of the oldest boys 
are; by the purser's magick po,ver, converted 
into men. This is, literally, robbing Peter to 
pay Paul; but who can blame the captain? 

The Epervier, at the time she engaged the 
Peacock~ had but three men in a w"atch, exclu
sive of petty-officers, able to take helm or lead; 
and two of her men were each 70 years of age! 
She had some blacks, several other foreigners; 
lots of disaffected, and few even of ordinary sta
ture: in short, a crew that was a disgrace to the 
deck of a British man of war. Her full nmnber 
amounted, including one passenger· from Ja
maica, to 101 men, and 16 boys; alt hough Cap
tain Warrington, thinking the Epervier had not 
enough of such riff-raff on board, gives her 
" ] 28 men." 

Had the Epervier been manned with a crew 
of choice seamen, equal in personal appearance 
to those received out of the Chesapeake, and the 
Argu~, after they bad been respectiveJy carried 
by boarding, we might have some faith in ('ap
tain Porter's assertion, - that British sealnen 
were not so brave, as they had been represented. 
~But, shall we take the Epervier's crew as a 
sample of British seamen? ,As well might we 
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judge of the moral character of a nation by the 
inmates of her jails; or take the first deformed 
object we meet, as the standard of the size and 
shape of her people. 

The Peacock mounted twenty carronades, 32-
pounders, and two long IS-pounders; total 22 

gllns. Of this there is no denial on the part of 
the Americans: indeed, one American paper 
stated that the Peacock mounted 24 guns; which 
was not the case. The Peacock had abundance 
of star and chain-shot on board; and employed 
them successfully against the Epervier's spars 
and rigging. 

The conduct of the Frolic's men in throwing 
overboard her muskets, pistols, pikes, shot, &c. 
(see p. 337,) prevents us from giving, what would 
have been highly interesting, the quantity of 
gunner's stores served out to American ships .of 
the Peacock's class. 

The complement of the Peacock~ including 
supernumeraries, amounted to 185; all picked 
seamen, without a boy among them; although 
two will be allowed. Several of her men were 
recognized as British seamen, and others as hav
ing' served in the British navy. The Peacock's 
propel' complement was, probably, no more than 
171; the rest being supernumeraries. The em
ployment of the latter, to a great extent, on 
board American ships, was proved by the mus
ter-book of the Argus. (See p. 277.) The Pea-
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cock had 3 lieutenants; a lieutenant of marines, 
10 midshipmen, and other officers in propor. 
tion; and was, in every respect, a well· equipped 
vessel. 

The Epervier was built in 1812, by contract, 
as are nearly all the other vessels of her class: 
the Peacock, at New York in 1813. The full 
dimensions of both, in hull and spars, will 
appear presently. 

Comparative force of the two vessels. 

Epervier, brig. 

Broadside-metal { long guns, 
in pounds, carronades, 

Complement, 

Size in tons, 

{
men, 
boys, 

o 
Q74 
-- 274 

101 
16 

-- 117 
38'2 

Peacock, ship. 

18 
3QO 
-- 338 

183 
Q 

-- 185 
539 

This is one of the actions, in which, as Mr~; 
Madison boasts, an American vessel captured a 
British vessel" of the same class." As an action, 
therefore, between " equal force," the 55,000 

dollars, for which the Epervier sold, as well as 
the 118,000 found on board of her, became due 
to the fortunate captors, agreeably to the act of 
congress; (see p. 165 ;) and Captain Warrington 
and his officers, for their" most brilliant achieve
ment," ra~k among the I' naval heroes" of theill 
country. No one will deny, that this is an easy 
way of acquiring a martial name! 

As, by t'he capture of the President, we gaiNed 
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a knowledge of the American " 44-gun frigates/' 
£0 the capture of the corvette Frolic, has ac· 
quainted us, thoroughly, with the American 
" IS-gun sloo)Js." The American papers, at the 
time they announced the launching of the" U. S. 
ship Peacock, of .509 tons, pierced for 24 gUl1s/' 
stated that the Wasp and Frolic were precisely 
of the same dimensions. Since which, have 
been built, from the same mode], the Erie and 
Ontario, at Baltimore, and the Argus (afterwards 
burnt) at Washington. 

The Wasp, a sister-vessel to the Peacock and 
Frolic, having captured, successively, two brigs, 
similar to the Ep~rvier, a statement, shewing 
the comparative dimensions of these British 
and American vessels, " of the same class," will 
at once discov@r, whether the implied equality of 
size is real or nominal. 

Comparative dimensions .. 

Epervier. 
Ft. In. 

r over· all, being from fore· part of head,} 115 4 
to aft-part of fife-rail, 

e.xtreme, being from fore-part of stem} 
at height of main.deck, to aft-

I part of stern, at height of wing--= transom, 

!-< of main-deck, being from aft-part Of} 
rabbit of stem, to fore·part of rab-
bit of stern- post, 

l
Of actUltl keel, being from forepart} 

of fore-foot, to aft part of slern
post, 

101 8 

100 :J 

87 0 

Peacock. 
Ft. In. 

]32 2 

121 6 

119 5f 

105 (4 
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Ft. In. Ft. In.) 

.S {"''''Oll,", to """;d, of m~;'.w~;I., 3] 0 32 6!. 
1. 

'"0 extreme, or of frame, IOclUdlOg } 
30 6 ~g 0 ~ plank at bottom, 

~ . 

P=I moulded, or of frame only, 30 0 31 5f 
Depth in hold, from under-side of main- } 

deck plank to limber streak, 1'2 9 14 2-

Main-mast, {length, 68 ::l 75 0 
diameter, 10 2- ]!. 

2.. 

Main.yard, {length, !.i4 7 67 0 
diameter, 0 lit 1 4 . ~ . 

Fig. 1, plate 3, IS a profile-view of the late 
U. S. ship Frolic, (now the Florida in our ser
vice,) as is fig. 2, of a British IS-gun brig. The 
only variation between the laUer, and any other 
of the largest class of brigs in the navy, except 
the Primrose, which is eight feetlongel',· is in 
the {ol'm of the head; that usually correspond
ing with the vessel's name. It is believed, that 
no variation whatever exists between fig. 1, and 
the American Peacock and her sister-ships. 
That the reader's attention may not be diverted 
{tom the maiJ:,l object of the representation, 
nothing but the naked huH of each Yessel is . 
gIven. 

All the first-class IS-gun brigs in the British 
navy, except the Primrose before. named, were 
intended to be of the Epel'vier's dimensions. 
Some individual brigs are as much as three 
inch.es broader, owing to an accidental fa1ling 
out of their sides; but the builder is not paid 
for a single ton beyond what is specified in ,the 
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contract. A patriotic writer from 'Savannah, 
into which port the Epervier had been carried 
by the Peacock, furnished a newspaper-editor 
with her" dimensions." He makes her" length 
107 feet," without stating what length. Upon 
applying the compasses to fig. 2, the reader will 
at once perceive, that this officious 'long-shore 

gentleman (for he could not have been a sea
man) ran his line from the upper and aft part 
of the Epervier's main-stem to the aft-part of 
the fife-rail; which measures just "107 feee' 
This he compares with the "length on deck" of 
the Peacock. He next proceeds to measure the' 
Epervier's " breadth of beam ;" and, in making 
that " 32 feet," must have extended his line to 
nearly the outside of each main-chain. The 
brig's "depth of hold, 14 feet," he probably 
guessed at; as there was no possibility of mea· 
suring that, while the hold was full. Having 
thus prepared a set of figures, the tyro.surveyor 
sets about computing the tonnage. He takes 
up his old school-book, "Walsh's Mercantile 
Arithmetic;" and, from the directions there 
given, soon produces "467 75-95ths," as tile 
Epervier's tonnage. This he immediately con-' 
trasts with the Peacock's tonnage, which, about 
a year before, was published in the newspapers 
as 509. But, had this subtle arithmetician 
been ignorant of the Peacock's tonnage, and' 
applied to her dimensions, as he had stated, 



t 
.;..X 

, .~ . ~ 
:~§ 

:~ 
! 

~ ~ 
~ 
[ 
~ 
fi' 

II ~ 
&: ,? & 
~ Co 

.q 
~ 

~ 1<' 
.~ 

~ 
~ T I I 

I 
,~ 

, 
r-I;t 

~ 

~ -, 
.~ '-~1 

~ 1 " :? 

I r , 
E 'I' ." 





GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 353 

them, the same rule, by which he had cOlnputed 
the Epervier's tonnage, he would have made the 
Peacock measure 537 63-95th8 of a ton; or, 
had he exaggerated the Peacock's " length" and 
" breadth of beam," as much as he had the 
Epervier's, and then made the calculation, he 
would have augmented the Peacock's tonnage 
to 6t'U 88-95ths; which bears to 467 75-95ths> 
about the same proportion as 535 to 382, and 
not so great as 509 to 321 3-95ths; which 
was each vessel's true American tonnage, as 
Captain Warrington's carpenter could have in
formed him. 

However, a correspondent who could demon
strate to afraction, that, between the size of the 
two vessels, there existed only the trifling diffe
rence of about 40 tons, obtained a ready inser
tion for his paragraph; and soon had the addi
tional satisfaction of seeing it spread, like 
wildfire, through every newspaper from Georgi~ 
to Maine. Even the " Naval Monument" has 
honored the writer, by finding room in its va
luable pages forihe flattering article. 

Unfortunately, for at least 150 poor souls, tbe 
Epervier foundered at sea, ere she had completed 
her first cruize in the service of the United 
States. Any rational American, therefore, who 
may doubt that the Epervier's tonnage so greatly 
exceeded that of all other British brigs of the 
sa,me class, has now lost the opportunity of 

AA. 
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ascertaining the fact; unless he has interest 
enough at Washington, to procure a sight of the 
original report of the builder, who valued her 
for the go\'ernment. 

, No British official account of the action be
tween H.M. brig Reindeer and the U. S. ship 
Wasp, having been published, the details al'e 
given, partly from the newspapers, but priilci
pallyfrom Captain Blakeley's letter to his go
vernment, and his minute~ of the action. (App. 
Nos. 78 and.79.) 

The action was fought on the 28th of June, 
1814, in the chops of the channel; and the ves
sels lay close alongside each other the whole 
time, except for a few minutes .at the first, while 
the Reindeer was approaching her adversary. 
Several attempts were made to board the lVasp, 
but failed, owing to the riflemen in her tops, 
and the superior numbers upon her deck. In 
one of these efforts, Captain Ma"nners fell, having 
received, according to a London newspaper, " 14 
wounds." The calves of his legs were shot 
away early in the action; yet did he keep the 
deck, encouraging his crew, and animating, by 
his exa01p}{>, the few officers remaining on 
board. A shot then passed through both his 
thighs. He fell on his knees; but quickly 
sprung up; amI, though bleeding profusely, re
solutely refused to quit the deck. Perceiving 
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th'e . dreadful slaughter which the musketry in 
the enemy's tops was causing, he called out to 
his men, " Follow me, my boys, we must hoard 
them."-While climbing into the rigging, two 
balls from the tops penetrated his skuH, and 

. came out beneath his chin. P1acing one hand 
on his forehead, the other convulsively bran
dishing his sword, he exclaimed-"' 0 God!" 
and dropped lifeless on his own deck! 

One of the Reindet'r's men was wounded ill 
the head by a 'ramrod; which before it could be 
extracted,. req uired to be sawed off close to the 
skull. The man, notwithstanding, recovered. Af. 
tetreceiving this desperate wound, ,he, like bis 
gallant chief, refused to go below; saying to those 
who begged him to leave his gun,-" If all the 
wounded of the Reindeer were as well able to 
fight as I am, we should soon make the Ameri. 
can strike." 

The loss on board the Reindeer, in officerl;, 
was very severe, owing chiefly to the cJose po
sition of the vessels, which enapled the numerous 
riflenien in the Wasp's tops, to pick them 'off in 
every direction. Mr. Barton, the purser; fell 
eady; and among the badly wounded, were the 
only lieutenant, the mastel', a master's-mate, a 
midshipman, and the boatswain. The total of 
killed and wounded was 67; and that out of 
llS. It is stated, that the Reindeer was surren. 
Q.ered by the ,captain's clerk, no higher officer 

AA2 



356 NAVAL OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

being in a condition to execute the melancholy 
task. The shattered condition of the Reindeer's 
hull caused the enemy to set fire to her, on the 
afternoon of the day succeeding the capture. 

The injuries which the Wasp sustained in the 
hull, sent her to I'Orient; where she remained, 
repairing, and making up her complement, from 
the 8th of July, until the 27th of August. Her 
loss is gi yen at the end of Captaill Blakeley's letter. 
To judge by the proportion between the killed 
and mortally wounded, 11, and the severely and 
filightly wounded, 15, all the latter have not 
been enumerated. 

The Reindeer originally carried 32-pound 
carronades; but her great age as a fir-built ves
sel, and general weakness, in consequence, in
duced Captain Manneri, rather than be put out 
of commission, to apply for 24s: which, with 
two 6s, and a boat-carronade, she mounted in 
the action. Captain Blakeley's letter stands a 
solitary instance of American correctness in this 
particular. 

The Reindeer's complement had previously 
consisted of 123 men and boys; but, her second 
lieutenant, a midshipman, and 5 seamen,being 
absent, she had, in the action, only 98 men, and 
20 boys. Here, again, the American commander 
deserves credit for his singularity. He statei 

·lIis opponent's complement at " 118 men." 
The Reindeer's crew had l~ng served tog~· 
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ther; and were, at this time, under the ~om~ 
mand of an officer, who was "the idol and 
delight of his ship's company." Captain Blake
ley says, " they were said to be the pride of 
Plymouth :"-no doubt, they were; and the 
few survivors of them still are, and ever will 
be, the pride of Britain. 

The Wasp mounted the same as the Peacock~ 
In Captain Blakeley's account of the Avon's 
action, he mentions a 12-pound carronade, as 
fitted upon the Wasp's top-gallant-forecastle. 
But this carronade not appearing in the British 
newspaper-account of the Wasp's force, when 
'engaged with the Reindeer, it may have been 
subsequently added; or, perhaps, was the very 
12-pound carronade, which, from the Reindeer's 
top-gallant~forecastle, was so frequently fired at 
the Wasp in the early part of the action. (App. 
No. 79.) The usual kinds of extraordinary shot, 
in great abundance, were discharged from the 
Wasp's guns, and contributed greatly towards 
disabling the brig. 

The complement of the Wasp was stated to 
consist of 175 men. The Frolic, we have seen, 
had 171, all men; and the Peacock, 183 men, 
and 2 boys. In confirmation of the Wasp's 
complement being 175, at least, one of her offi
cers, subsequently to the A von's action, writes 
home that she has, even then, a " complement 
of 173 men." (Nav. Mon. p. 141.) Captain 
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Blalieley extOls the "firmness" with which his 
men repelled the boarding-attempts of the Rein
deer's crew. Considering the vast disparity in 
numbers, towards the end of the action espe
cially, he should have transferred his praise to 
the g.allantry of the assailants. Such acts of 
justice are seldom omitted in the official letters 
of British naval officers. 

The Reindeer was built of fir, in 1804. The 
Wasp was huilt at Portsmouth, N. Hampshire, 
in 1813: and one of the late U. S. ship Frolic's 
officers declared, that it would puzzle anyone 
to discover the slightest difference between her 
and the Wasp. The same dimensions as those 
given of the Epervier and Peacock, will suffice in 
this case; and the advantage possessed by the 
Wasp's riflemen, while firing from her tops, upon 
the ene~ny's decks, secure from being dislodged 
by boarders, on account of the Reindeer's tops 
being so many feet lower, will also be made 
evident by the relative length of the two main
masts. (See p. 351.) 

Comparative force of the two vessels. 

Reindeer, brig. 

Broadside-metal in ponnds, {l. guns. 6 
carr. 19'2 

Complement, 

Size in tons, 

{
men, 
boys, 

--198 
D8 
'20 

--118 
385 

Wasp, ship. 

18 
3£0 
--338 
173 
~ 

--175 
5S9 
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Here is a disparity of force! and the weaker 
l)arty was the assailant. Still the British com
mander cannot be accused of rashness; because 
both vessels were-" sloops of war." The' force 
employed by the lVasp, stationed upon a float· 
ing body, varying a trifle in construction; would 
have entitled the Reindeer to seek her safety jn 
flight. But, had she run from the Wasp,Mr. 
Madison would have· exulted as much in' an
nouncing, that a British ship had been chased; 
as captured, by an American ship" of the same 
class;" and even Britons would have consi. 
dered the act, as a stigma upon the national 
character. 

When the Americans "promptly" boarded, 
and "all resistance ceased," the relative num
bers of the unwounded, belonging to each vessel, 
were 14:9 and 51; including, among the latter, 
16 or 17 boys. What the numbers were'at the 
commencement, appears by the comparative 
statement. 

Yet, it is immediately after giving' a summary 
of this action, that the "New Annual Regis
,tel' 'for 1814" exclaims :-" It would seem, 
too, that when we were victorious over the A me
ricans ,by sea, we were generally indebted fol' 
,our success, to a greater superiority than even 
they had when they were successful."-Could 
an A~erican editor, ~r M,r. Cobbett, have ut. 
t~red a more_ unblushing falsehood, than is con::.. 
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tained in this effusion of spleen? And tliat, 
too, from so respectable a work as the" Annual 
Register ?"-a work, that is to hand down to 
posterity, a true account of historical events:
a work that will be considered as the highest 
authority, long after these pages ~re f()rgptten. 
The American historian will gladly catch at the 
passage; nay, it is perhaps already transcribed, 
to be cast in our teeth ; and, 50 years hence, 
who 15ha11 gainsay or deny it?-Never was there 
:n,. braver crew than the Reindeer's ;-never .,. 
"Ship more ably fought, or more detrrminedly 
~lefended ;-:-uever an officer th~t better deserved 
a~ monument in W~stminster.abbey, than th~ 
~a11ant~ t4e heroic MANNERS! ' 

On the l~tp of July, H: M. cutter LandraiJ, 
Lieutenant Lancaster, in her way across th~ 

British cha~nel, with desvatch~~, wa~ chased by 
the Syr~n American privateer; with which she 
maintained~ running fight qf an 1,0ur and 10, 
minutes, and a close llction, withiilpitol-shot, 
pf 40 mjnutes; in aU, two hqurs .. 

The cutter lost, i~ this hard:-foughtaction, 
7 men wounded, but none killed. Her sails, 
when she arrived in Halifax, N.'S. wer~riddled 
w~th shot-hol~s. The Syren lost 3 meo killed, 
and ]5 wounded, including soine pf hetprinci:
pal officers; total18. 
j Tpe Landrail mount~d fou~ 12-p~und c~rrq. 
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nades; and had not even room for another gun. 
Still the American editors, in the first instance, 
gave her "10 guns;" and afterwards, by way 
of amending their statement, "8 guns;" at 
which the Landrail now stands in their prize
lists. Her complement consisted of 19 men 
and boys. 

The Landrai! was re-captured on her way to 
the United States, and carried into Halifax, 
N. S. The Syren's officer, who had been placed 
on board as prize-master, stated, that the 
schooner mounted one long 12 (believed to have 
been 18) pounder, upon a traversing-carriage, 
four long 6-poundets, and two carronades, 18-

pounders: total 7 guns; that her complement 
was 75 men; and that she measured 180 tons!,! 
American; which is about 193, English. 

Comparative force of tlte two vessels. 

Landrail. 

Br d 'd 1 . d {I. guns, 0 
OR 51 e-meta 10 poun s, carr. 24 

.Complement of men and boys, 
Size in toilS, 

--24 
]9 
78 

Syren. 

24 
18 
-4~ 

75 
193 

This action decidedly proves how much exe
cution may be done, by only two 12.pound car
ronades, if ,veIl-pointed; and reflects great 
honor upon Lieutenant Lancaster, and his little 
'boat' s~cre1t'. 
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The U. S. ship Wasp, after remaining 18day~ 
,at l'Orient, sailed from that port, thoroughly 
refitted and manned, on the '27th of August; 
and, at about half-past 8, on the. night of the 
1st of September, she fell in with H. M. brig 
Avon, Captain the Hon. J. Arbuthnot. 

An action ensued; which continued,. according 
to our newspaper-accounts, (the only British 
statement that has appeared,) hvo hours and 20 

minutes; and, according to Captain Blak~)ey's 
letter, and minutes of the action, (App. Nos. 37 
and 38,) 43 minutes only: when the Avon, hav
ing lost her main-mast, and being actually in a 
sinking state, from the Wasp's fire, surrendered. 

At this moment,· the Castilian bl:ig, of the 
~ame force as the Avon, hove in sight, an4 pre
vented ,the Wasp from taking possession. Cap
tain Bremer passed within hail of the Avon, and 
stood. for the American ship, then running be
fore the wind. Just as the Castilian had got 
up, and fired a broadside into her, signals of 
distress were made. from the Avon. ,Captain 
Bi'emer instantly hauled up for his sinking com
panion. He barely arrived in time to rescue 
the surviving crew from a watery grave; the 
Avon going down, just as the last boat reached 
the Castilian. Chase was again given by the 
Castilian, and continued, through the night, in 
the supposed direction of the Wasp; but she 
was not again seen. 
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Captain Blakeley, although he admits that he 
heard the enemy say, " he was sinking," places 
his own construction upon the Castilian's hasty 
return to the Avon. That the latter did sink, 
and that her crew would have perished, but for 
.Captain Bremer's timely aid, are the best answers 
to so illiberal a charge. 

The Wasp fought more warily in this action, 
than in the Reindeer's. She would not come 
fairly alongside, so as to give the A von an op.;. 
portunity of boarding. Her long I8s .assisted 
her greatly; and, by her star and chain shot~ 
she effected the complete destmction of the 
brig's. rigging; the loss of which contributed 
:to the fall of the main-mast at an early part of 
the action. Four of the Avon's carronades were 
disCibled; chiefly by the usual defects in their 
fastenings. 

The Avon lost her first lieutenant and 9 men, 
killed and mortally wounded; her commander" 
second Jieutenant, a midshipman, and 29 sea
men and marines, severely and slightly wounded; 
(principally the latter;) total 42. 

According to Captain Blakeley, the Wasp re..; 
ceived oniy four round shot in her hull;' and 
had but two men killed, and Olle wounded. 
Some allowance is due; no doubt, for the,tisual 
concealment of part of the wounded.' 

The Avon mounted 18 guns: sixteen carron
ades, 32-pounders, and tWQ long 6.,pounders·. 
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Her complement, at the commencement of the 
action, consisted of 104 men, and 13 boys; 
total 117. 

The Wasp on this occasion mounted an addi. 
tional12-pound carronade upon the top-ga]]ant
forecastle; as appears by Captain Blakeley's 
letter and minutes of the action. Adding her 
2 killed to the 173 men, stated, by one of her 
officers, to have been her complement, a few 
days after this action, we have that fixed beyond 
dispute. 

The length of the Avon is exactly the same 
as that of all the other IS-gun brigs, with the 
exception already noticed; (see p. 331;) but, 
being accidentally (me inch broader, she mea· 
sures 9 tons more, than the Epervier. Captain 
Blakeley speaks of her "great length"; and 
one of his officers saw so indistinctly through 
the moonlight, as to represent the Avon, as 
" longer and more lofty than the Wasp," and 
as having " eleven ports upon her side." The 
comparative "lfmgth" of the two vessels has 
been shewn already. (See p. 350, and Plate 3.) 
Like every other brig of her class in the service, 
the A von has no more than 9 ports, .and a bow 
or chase-port, of a side. Some commanders 
think it adds to the appearance of their vessel, 
to represent, by black paint, an additional port 
in the midst of the space between the after most . 
port and the stern. Others again, have set the 
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carpenter to fixing a wooden gun-muzzle there. 
(Jaseur in 1815.) To put the best construction 
upon the American officer's statement, we may 
suppose the Avon to have been similarly orna· 
mented. 

,Captain Blakeley is the first American com· 
mander who has officially announced, that, on 
board the U. S. vessels, British and American 
shot are carefully weighed, and the difference, 
if any, noted down. The alleged trifling dimi
nution in weight of the American 32.pound shot, 
requires no additional observations., (See p. lO.) 

Comparative force of the two vessels. 

AVOll, brig. Wasp, .hip'. 

13roadside-metal {I. guns, 6 18 
in pounds, carr. 256 332 

-.262 - 350 

Complement, {men, 104 173 
boys, ]3 2 

--117 175 
Size ill tons, 391 53g 

A Plymouth paper concludes its account of 
the Avon's capture, with: " This action will for 
ever rank among the most brilliant achievements 
recorded in the naval annals of this eventful 
war."-This isjust the language of the" Bosto11 
Gazette," or " New-England,faHadium," when 
recounting one of their naval victories.-Had 
the Plymouth editor already forgotten the Rein
,deer':. action?-Did not that brig, with 24-
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pomiders only, do five times as much execution 
as the A von, with her 32-pounders?-The edi. 
tor was fully justified in commending the 
bravery of the Avon's officers and crew; although 
their action with the Wasp was far from being; 
" one of the 1110st brilliant achievements of the 
war." 

The gunnery exhibited by the Wasp was ad. 
mirable. On the other hand, the Castilian gaye 
no proofs, that her men at all excelled the 
Avon's, in that, with us, much neglected branch 
of naval tactics. 

Although the American account makes out 
that three sail were in sight, when the Wasp 
abandoned theA von, the British officers assert, 
positively, that no other vessel than the Casti. 
lian was in sight, or Ilear the scene of action. 

The same :American officer who counted 11 
ports upon the Avon's side, assured his friend, 
that, «with her present commander and crew, 
the Wasp could beat a 28-gun frigate." The 
'writer might have reserved his boast, tiUthe 
Wasp had beaten a ship of ackDowledg-ed 
equality. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Gallant boat-attack at the mouth of the Rappa. 
ltannock-Capture of four armed Srhooners
Actual force engaged-American accounts of 
the affair-The Martin grounds on a shoal in 
the Delaware-Is attac1.ed by a squadron of 
American gun-boats-Captures one of them 
-.American accounts-Destruction of Com
modore Barney's flotilla-Battle of Bla
densburg-Americans retreat through JiVash. 
ington-British enter the capital of the 
United States-Destruction caused there-
British squadron ascends the Potow1nac
Defeats the batteries-C01npels Alexandria to 
capitulate- Shameful behaviour of an American 
naval commander to a British midskiprnan-". 
Squadron descends the Potowmac with21 prizes--
Engages and defeats the newly-erected batter.ies 
-Demonstration upon Baltimore-Attack and 
capture of the gun-boats at lake Pontchartrain. 

ON the 3d 'of April, 1813, a detachment of 
boats, under the command of Lieutenant (now 
Captain) James Polkingthorne of the San Do~ 
mingo, after rowing 1.:5 mile's, attacked four 
armed schooners drawn up in line, at the mouth 
of the Rappahannock river, in the Chesapeake 
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bay. In his letter to Admiral Warren, Lieute
nant Polkingthorne describes the issue of the 
enterprise, as follows :-''" Arab, of 7 guns, and 
45 men, run on shore and boarded by two boats 
of the Marlborough, under Lieutenants UrmstoD 
and Scott."-" Lynx, of 6 guns, and 40 men, 
hauled her colours down on my going alongside 
in the San Domingo's pinnace."-" Racer, of 
6 guns, and 36 men, boarded and carried, after 
a sharp resistance by the San Domingo's pin
nace."-" Dolphin, of 12 guns, and 98 men. 
The guns of the Racer were turqed upon her, 
and then gallantly boarded by Lieutenant Bi
shop, in the Stat ira's large cutter, and Lieute
nant Liddon, in the Maidstone's launch." 

The following is an accurate statementofthe 
'British force employed: 

San Domingo's piRnace, } 
including £ officers, 

Maidstone's launch, do. 

M lb h' {barge, do. . ar oroug. s tt d cu er, o. 

Statira's cutter, do. 

Men. 

£3 leaCh a l£-pound car-
£ 1 ronade, 

£1 
19 
21 

Total, 105 men. 

Thus were four American schooners, mount
ing together 31 guns, manned with 219 men; 
and whose united size exceeded 1000 tons; cap

hued by five British boats, armed with two 
12-PQund carronades) and manned with onI, 
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105 - men, offic(fl's incl.uded~ '. Our loss Was, 2 
ki1led, and 11 wounded; the enemy's believed 
to bel, 6 killed, and 10 wounded.--Mr. Clarke, 
with his usual address, leaves out the Arab; 
Lynx, and Racer schooners; and even conceals 
the force of the Dolphin. Thus :--,-" The priva
teer Dolphin of Baltimore, was captured after a 
long and gallant resistance, by a number of 
b.a.·ges and launchc3, belonging to the blockad
ing·squadron. The British finally succeeded in 
capturing her, by boarding and overpowenng 
hel crew by superior numbers." 

The editor of the" Sketches of the War" 
seems determined that his zeal shall not be 
qllestioned~ He states the British, barges at 
,,' 117/, containi l1g "upwards of 40 men each"; 
or 680 in the whole. To make the enelny's loss 
proportionate, he states that at "neady .50 in 
killed and woul1dedn ! 

In July, H. M. ships JUllon and Martin, the 
{onner a 46-gun frigate; the latter mounting 
,sixteen 24-pound cal'ronades, and two long 9s, 
with 135 men and boys, were cruizing' in Dela
ware-bay. On the 29th, about S in the morn
ing~the Martin grounded on the outet: ridge of 
Crow's shoal, within 2 k miles from the beach; 

I, 

arid, it being a falling tide, could not be floated 
again, before the return of flood .. The water 
rail sO shoal, that it became necessary to shor~ 

B B 
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the ship Up; and the same cause prevented the 
Junon from afterwards anchoring nearer than 
1 { mile from the Martin. This afforded to the 
squadron of American_gun-boats and block-ves .. 
sels then in the Delaware, a fine opportunity to 
destroy the British sloop of war. Theyaccord. 
ingly, ten in number, advanced, and deliberately 
took up their anchorage, about ll- mile distant, 
directly on her beam, on the, opposite side to 
the Junon, and so as to bring that ship in a 
line with the Martin. Thus, by anchoring at 
the distance of 3 miles from the frigate, which, it 
was well known, could not approach nearer on 
account of the shoals, the American gun-boats 
had no force but the Martin's to contend with. 

All this while, crowds of citizens, on foot, on 
horseback, and in carriages, were hastening to 
the beach, in the hopes to see verified, in the 
speedy destruction of the Martin, the wonderful 
accounts they had heard of American prowess 
on the ocean. Captain Sen house had got his 
top-gallant-masts struck, and his sails furled; 
and, although he despaired of saving his ship 
f~")m so formidable a force, determined to defend 
her to the last extremity~ The gun-boats com

menced the fire; and the l\1artin returned it, at 
first with her carronades; but, finding they 
could not reach, Captain Senhouse had the two 
9-pounders transported from their ports, one to 
the top-gallant-forecastle, the other to the poop. 
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With these two guns, and all the guns of the 
'flotilla, ,vas the fire kept up for nearly two 
hours, without the slightest injury to the Martin. 

About 2 o'clock, the stern most gun-boat in 
the line having separated a little from the rest, 
the J U1)on made a signal for the boats manned 
and armed. Accordingly, three boats were dis:" 
'patched from the Martin, containing 40 officers 
alld mel~, and four from the J unon, containing 
100 officers and me'n, the whole under the or:' 
'(ler~ of the Junon's gallant tirst,.Iieutenant 'Vest~ 
phaH. On the approach of the boats, the gun~ 
~ess~ls turned their tire from the Martin against 
them, hut at too great a distance to be effec~ 
iive. The gun~boat which was the object of 
atta~k, kept up a spirited fire, but was quickly 
boarded and overpowered. Th'e British boats 
lost; in this affair, 3 killed and mortally 
wuunded, and 4 slightly wounded; the gun-hoat 
7 wounded. The last discharge from the gun 
·mounted on board, broke its carriage. That pre
vented the British from returning the fire of the 
remaining gun-boats, which had dropped down 
in line, hoping to retake the pTize ; but whiclrthe 
captors towed offin triumph. As the gun-boats 
passed the Martin's bow, to attempt to save their 
companion, the Martin fired upon them with 
effect; and the J unon opened her fire, but her 
shot scarcely fell beyond the Martin. 
, Some of the gun-boats having grounded, the 

BB2 
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remainder anchored for their mutual protection. 
The tide had drifted the ships' boats, and the 
captured vessel, to a considerable distance. 
The gun-boats that had grounded, got off, and 
the whole anchored,-as if to renew the attack 
upon the change of tide,-within 2 t miles of 
the Martin, now weakened by the absence of 
40 of her best hands. However, at 5 o'clock, to 
the surprise of the Martin's officers and crew; 
and, as it afterwards appeared, to the extreme 
mortification of the spectators on shore, this for
.midable flotilla weighed and beat up, between 
the Martin and the shore, without molesting her 
any further; and arrived, in safety, soon after
wards, at their station in the mouth of the river. 

The force that attacked the Martin, consisted 
of 8 gun-boats, and two block-vessels; sloops 
of 100 tons each, which had been c.oasters. 
Their sides had been raised; heavy beams laid 
across; and the whole planked in, on the top, 
on each sid,e, and at the ellds; leaving only loop
hol~s for musketry, (through which pikes might 
be used in repelling boarders,) and three ports 
of a side. Here' were mounted, six long 18· 

pounders. The covering extended the whole 
length of the vessel, and was large enough to 
contain 60 men; which was stated as the com
plement of each. The gun-boats were sloop
rigged; averaging about 80 tons; mounting 
(jach a long 32-pounder, and a 4-pounder, 011, 
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tl'aversing-carriages; and manned with 35 men 
each, as found on board the one captured. Each 
gun-boat was commanded by an experienced 
merchant-master; and the whole by "Master"; 
commandant" Samuel Angus, of the United 
States'navy.-Here, then, was a force of 24 guns 
(one-third of them long 32s) and 400 men,op
posed, for two hours, without success, to two 
guns, 9-pounders, and 135 Inen ! 

There could not have been a fairer account of 
the action, than was given by the eye-witnesses 
of it,upon their arrival in Philadelphia. They 
expressed their indignation at, what they 
termed, the cowardly behaviour of the gun
boats; and the' government-editors, failing in 
their attempts to gloss the thing over, tried to 
hush it up. This accounts for Mr. Clarke's si
lence upon the subject. At the end of two 
years, however, the oral accounts of the specta
tors were forgotten, while the official account 
of the commanding-officet· still shone in its 
pristine brilliancJ. This determined the editor 
of the " Sketches of the War" to give it in:;;er
tion, with such embeHishments as he could col
lect. The account is f~u' too long to be insei·ted 
at length: a brief extract will shew the spirit of it. 

The attacking force is admit1ed to have been 
" eight gun-boats, and two block-ships."-" Be
tween both the enemy's vessels, mountirig in all 
69 guns, and the gun-boat squadron, a cannOll-
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ade followed, and continqed- about one hour 
and 4.5 minutes; in all which time, scarcely a 
shot struck either of the gun-boats, whilst at 
almost every fire,}he latter told upon the hull~ 
of the sloop and frigate.. (!!) This difference of 
€ffect in the firing beiQg discovered by the Bri-. 
tish, they manned their launches, barges, and 
cutters, ten in number, &c. &c."-.-" In this as~, 

sault, (capture of gun-boat No. 121,) the British 
lost 7 killed, and 12 wounded.') 

But even this daring feat of the American. 
gun-boats, was exceeded by one recorded in the, 
same page; where the gallant Captain Angus, 
with "nine gun-boats, and two armed sloops, 
convoying three sloops laden with timber, en
gaged the British frigates Statira and Spartan, 
and compelled them to move from their anchor
age toa situation out of reach of annoyance.". 
In another page, the editor describes an action 
in the Chesapeake, between 1 .. 5 gun-boats and 
three frigates, mounting "150 guns and up
wards ;" in which he makes one of the frigates 
to have been" so much shatt,ered; that'the vessels 
which came to her assishnce, were obliged to 
~mploy all their hands to repair her." 

These are the tales that contribute to swell, 
(lut a work, whose publisher, by way of account
ing to his readers for the early appearance of' 
his thi I dedition, informs them, "that aU the 
copies of the second were engaged, long befyre, 
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they had escaped from the press."-How vitiated 
must be the taste of that public~ whom such 
balderdash can please! 

On the 22d of August, Rear-admiral Cock
burn, with a detachment of boats, in which was 
a party of marines, under Captain Robyns, 
proceeded up the Patuxent river, at nearly the 
head of the Chesapeake-bay, in search of Com
modore Barney's flotilla. (App. No. 81.) On 
opening the reach above Pig-point, the Rear
admiral discovered Commodore Barney's broad 
pendant in the headmost vessel, a large sloop, 
and the remainder of the flotilla extending in a, 
long ]ine a-stern of her. The boats now ad. 
vanced towards them as rapidly as possible; 
but, on nearing them, the sloop bearing the 
broad pendant was observed to be on fire, and 
soon afterwards blew up; as did 15 out of the 
16 remaining gun-boats. The one in which the 
fire had not taken, was captured. The Commo
dore's sloop was a large vessel, armed, as ap
pears by the American papers, with 8 guns; 
the others. were gun-boats, having, says the 
Rear~admira], "a long gun in the DO'\', and a 
carronade in the stern. The caliber of the 
guns, and nmnber of the crew of each, differed 
in proportion to the size of the boat, varying 
from 32-pounders, and 60 men, to IS-pounders, 

a9d 40 men." 
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A Boston paper of August 30, stated· that 
" Commodore Barney's flotil1a at Benedict, con .. 
sisted of about 36 gun-boats; be~ides 10 or 15 

barges." It seldom happens that the Americans 
over-rate their force; and it is probable, that 
this "formidable and so much vaunted flotilla," 
when it left BaHimore, in the precediug May, 
did consist of" 36 gun-boats." Two, we know, 
were found by the boats of the SeveI'D and 
Loire, drawn up and scuttled on the shores of 
the Patuxent; and. others may have shared the 
same fate, during the many chases and narmw 
escapes which the flotilla had undergone, since 
the ht of June, when two British boats, dis,,:, 
patched by Captain Barrie, burnt an American 
schooner in the very face of it. Rear Admiral 
Cockburn found 13 merchant-&chooners, which 
had been under Commodore Barney's protection. 
Of these, such as were not worth bringing away, 
were destroyed; the remainder, moved to Pig,,:, 
point, to receive on board the tobacco ther~ 
fOllnd: 

The destruction of this flotilla secured the 
l'ight flank of the army under Major-general 
Ross, ~hich had landed at Benedict on the 
19th, and since advanced to Upper Marlbo
rough: whither the Rem'-admiral proceeded, 
over land, on the morning of the 23d; and, after 
~ short c~nference, it was determined to make 
a.n im,mediate attempt upon the city of Washing,,:, 
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ton; distant from Upper Marlborough about 
16 miles. (App. No. 82.) In the afternoon of 
the 23d, the major-general, having left the ma
l'ines of the ships under Captain Robyns, in pos
session of Upper Marlborough, and directed the 
marine-artillery and seamen to follow, moved on 
with the army, and bivouacked before dark 
about five miles nearer Washington. 

At day-light on the morning of the 24th, the 
marine-artillet'y and seamen having' joined in the 
night, the army was moved towards Bladens
burg: on reaching which place, with the ad. 
vanced brigade, the enemy was observed drawn 
up in force on a rising ground beyond the town, 
and well protected by artillery. Only a small 
pl'oportion of the army had yet got up, and the 
men were almost exhausted with fatigue, and 
the sultriness of the weathel'. Without hesita
tion, however, they were led to the attack by 
their gallant general; and, in spite of the galling 
fire of the enemy, our troops advanced steadily 
on both his flanks, and in front, The moment 
they arrived on even ground with him, he fled 
in every direction, leaving behind him ten 18, 
12, and 6 pounders, a quantity of ammunition, 
and 220 stand of arms, and a great number of 
killed and wounded; among the latter, Com
inodore Barney, and several other officers. 

Many of the American papers stated their 
~wn Lorce, on this occasion, to have been 8000 
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men: and these were stationed on ground highly 
advantageous; while the division of the British 
a,rmy that defeated them so quickly, amounted, 
sa,ys the Rear-admiral, to no more" than 1500 

men ;" and they fatigued with their long march. 
Our loss in this decisive afi'ail', amounted to 64 
killed, and 195 wounded. (App. No. 82.) Mr. 
Madison, the secretary of war, and the secreta
ries of state and of the navy, are said to have 
been present, at the commencement, at least, of 
the Bladensburg action. The American troops 
were commanded by General ""Vinder. The vil
lage of Bladensburg is situated on the left bank 
of the eastern branch of the Potowmack, about 
five miles from Washington. 

Immediately after the action, the remains of 
the American army retreated through Wash. 
ington, and across the Potowmac, into Virginia; 
amI the British army advanced upon Washing
ton; whic!} they reached about 8 o'clock at 
night. A fire was opened upon them from some 
of the houses at the entrance. These were 
stormed, and burnt; and immediate pessession 
was taken of the capital of the United States. 

The Americans, on their retreat through the 
town, had set fire to the dock-yard and arsenal, 
:;ind the fort protecting them, to the frigate 
Essex the second, (a sister-ship 10 the Guerriere 
and Java,) just ready to be launched, the Argus 
cOI:vette, (sister-vessel to the Wasp, Frolic., &c.) 
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which had been launched since the 2!Jth 'of Ja-, 
lluary, and was then ready for sea~ ,theolq fri~ 
gates, New York, rated a 36, and Boston, a 32; 
and also the entire frame, in pieces, of a 74-gull 
ship. They also had destl'Oyed the two bridges 
leading from Washington, over the easterll 
branch of the Potowmac, and nearly '2000 stand 
of arms. The troops, on taking possession, set 
fire to the capital, including the senate-house; 
and' house of representatives, the presideilt's pa
lace, the treasury, the war-office, and the great 
bridge across the Potowmac. A large quantity 
of ammunition and ordnance stores in the arse .. 
nal, were likewise destroyed; as were 194 pieces 
of cannon, (App. No. 83.) more than half of 
them long 32, 24, and ] 8 pounders; and two 
extensive rope-walks, filled with tar-rope, s.:c. 
situate at a distance from the yard. In short, 
public stores, to the amount, as the Americans 
have admitted, of upwards of seven millions of 
clollars, were destroyed at and near Vt'ashington. 

At 9 o'clock on the night of the 25th, the 
British left Washington on their return. On 
the 26th, in the evening, they again reached 
Upper Marlborough, without a musket being 
fired; and, on the morning of the 27th, Not
tingham; where they remained till the. next 
day. Here Rear-admiral Cockburn found H M. 
brig Manly, the tenders, and the boats. He 
aoisted hisfiag on board the fo~mel'; and pro" 
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ceeded with the flotilla, to join Admiral Coch. 
rane. On the evening of the 29th the troops 
reached Benedict; and re-embarked on the fol
lowing day. 

Much has been said, both in England and 
upon the European continent, about our "le
velling with the dust the splendid palaces and 
sumptuous edifices, by which the city of Wash
ington was so liberally embellished."-Passing 
over this ludicrous description of the American 
capital, it is only necessary to ask-whether the 
destruction of Washington was more than half 
a retaliation for the destruction of the British 
,,~illages of Newark, Queenstown, and St. Da
vid's, in Canada? -" Splendid palaces and 
sumptuous edifices," there were none, in either 
of those villages. They consisted of lowly cot
tages, the POOl' inmates of which had no country
houses to retire to, after their humble dwellings 
had been " levelled with the dust." They had 
to quit their homes, not in a warm August even
ing, but in a bleak December night; exposed 
to a degree of cold, far exceeding that felt, at 
any period, by the inhabitants of Washington. 
Mr. Madison and his friends packed off their 
valuables, and themselves, before the enemy ar
rived. The poor inoffensive inhabitants of 
Newark had barely time to fly from the devou1"'
ing flames, with the clothes upon their backs. 
What had the people of the Canadas done t~ 
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provoke the ire of the American government ?
Refused to listen to General Smythe's procla
mation, and become traitors to their country.
After General M'Clure's candid confession, that 
the" proper" act he had committed" was by 
order of the secretary of war," (Hist. of the 
War, p. 156,) the" disavowal on the part of 
the American government" could have been in..; 
tended only to amuse us. 

Of the many expeditions up the bays and 
rivers of the United States, during the late war, 
none equalled in brilliancy of execution that 
up the Potowmac to Alexandria. This service 
was entrusted to that distinguished officer, Cap
tain Sir James Alexander Gordon, of the Seahorse 
46; taking with him, the Euryalus 42, Captain 
Charles Napiel', Devastation, lEtna, and Meteor, 
bombs, Erebus, rocket-ship, and a small tender, 
or despatch-boat; and being afterwards joined 
by the Fairy brig, of 18 guns, Captain Henry 
L. Baker. (See App. No. 84.) 

The squadron proceeded into the river on the 
17th of Allgust; but contrary winds, an intricate 
navigation,. and the want of pilots, prevented 
the ships from reaching' Fort Washington; the 
destmction of which was the main object of 
the expedition, tin tile 27th. Aftel' a slight 
bombardment, the principal fort, (the garrison; 
(.)f which had l'ctre;.!ted after the bursting of 
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the first shell,) and three minot' batteries, 
mounting altogether 27 guns, were taken po~. 
session of. The guns had already been spiked; 
and their complete destruction, with tl~eir car
riages, was effected by the seamen and marines 
of the sq lladr~n. These forts were intended 
for the defence of Alexandria; now compelled 

to surrender. 
One hardly knows which to admire most, the 

prudence of Captain Gordon~ in postponing 
giving an answer to the common council of 
Alexandria, till, says he, "I was enabled to 
place the shipping in such a position as would 
ensure assent to the terms I had decided to en
force," or the peremptory and humiliating con
ditions which he did enforce. It was in vain 
that they had sunk their vessels; they must get 
them up again; and put them in the state they 
were, when the squadron passed the Kettle 
Bottoms ;-owners of vessels must send on board 
tlleir furniture without deJay; merchandize re
moved, must be brought back; and the mer
chants load their own vessels, which will be 

towed offby the captors! (App. Nos. 85. and 86.) 
The last article of the c~pitulation provides, 

that British officers are to see the terms" strictly 
complied. with."-One officer sent on this ser
vice was a lIlidshipman of the Euryalus, a mere 
stripling. Having strayed alone to some dis

tance from his boat, two American naval officers 
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ro(le at, as if to run over: him: one, a very 
powerful man, caught the youth by the shirt
colJar and dragged him, almost suffocating', 
across the pummel of the saddle; galloping off 
with him. Fortunately, the shirt-collar gav~ 
way, and the lad fell to the ground. He was 
quickly upon his legs again, and ran towards a 
landing-place, where his boat was waitillg; the 
American pursuing him. The boat and the men 
in it were hid under a steep bank or wall; and, 
on that account, could not level their carronade 
at the honorable gentleman, as he approached. 
The instant he saw the boat's crew, he turned 
pale with fright; and rode off in a contrary di. 
rection, as fast as his horse could carry him. 
The American editors thought this a good jake; 
and very readily informed us, that one of these 
worthies was the famed Captain David Porter, 
the other, and he that committed the atrocious 
and dastardly assault, "Master-commandant 
I. Orde Creighton." The first of these Ameri
can officers had, for his '" brilliant deeds" at 
Valparaiso, been appointed to the new frigate at 
Washington; whose name, to commemorate the 
exploits of Captain Porter's favorite ship, had 
been changed from the Columbia to the Essex; 
and his gallant brother-horseman had been ap
pointed to the new corvette Argus: both of 
which ships were burnt, and their intended com- . 
manders, thrown out of employment, by the 
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entry of the British into Washington, a fe,Y 
days previous. This is what infuriated the two 
" heroes," and determined them to sacrifice the 
first straggling Briton they could find. At the 
time this outrage was committed, a flag of trQce 
was flying before Alexandria; whose inhabitants,. 
in a body, disavowed the act, reprobating it as 
became them. Such conduct on their part, alone 
prevented Captain Gordon from enforcing the 
last article of the treaty. 

After the British had retired from Washing
ton, the Americans recovered a little from their 
panic; and took strong measures to oppose Cap
tain Gordon's return down the Potowmac. 
Commodore Rodgers, with a chosen body of sea
men from the Guerriere at Philadelphia, Cap
tains Perry, Porter, and other" distinguished 
officers," a party of officers and men from the 
Constel1ation at Norfolk, the men that had be
longed to Barney's flotilla, regular troops, rifle
men, artillerists, and militia, all flocked to the 
shores of the Potowmac, to "punish the base 
incendiaries." 

Captain Gordon, with his little squadron, and 
21 sail of prizes, left Alexandria on the 31st to 
run the gauntlet through this host of enraged 
foes. The Devastation which had grounded~ 
was first attacked by some fire-vessels and row~ 
boats under Commodore Hodgers. But a party 
of British boats quickly made the commodore 
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face about; and fiy, under as much alarm, to

tvards, as he had once done from, an Alexandria. 
(See p. 253.) 

The full details of the retreat of the squadron 
down the river, the opposition it experienced 
Irom, and the complete dressing' it gave to, the 
various uewly-er~cted batteries on the shore, 
one of which had constructed a furnace for 
heating shot, will be found in Captain Gordon's 
interesting lettel'. (App. No. 84.) The toil 
and fatigue ulldergone by the officers and men, 
andthe deprivations they so chearfully submit
ted to, were equaHed only by their gallantry iu 
defeating the batteries on shore, and their skill 
" I 

'and perseverance in surf!l0unting the difficulties 
of ,a most intricate and dangerous navigation. 
Happily, the loss in this daring enterprise, did 
not exceed, on board all the vessels, 7 killed; 
and 3li wounded. 

The American newspaper-editors, for some 
days, feasted their readers with the anticipated 
destruction of the British squadron. "It is 
impossible the ships can pass sllch formidable 
batteries, commanded by our naval heroes, and 
manned by our inviucible seamen."-" ""Ve'H 
teach them how to draw up terms of capitula
t:on."-When news arrived that the ships had 
passed in safety, chagrin and disappointment 

were marked in every countenance: It was 
highly amusing; to read the official letters of 

c c 
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Commodores Rodgers, Porter, and Pe'rry ........ 
After an admission that they "did not succeed 
in the destruction of any of the enetny's vesselst 
they boldly recommend all their officers to the 
notice of the secretary, ~f not for what they had 
done, at least for what they would have done; 
and the three commodores omit not the usual 
compliments to one another, such as : ........ " my 
gallant friend/'-" that excellent officer,"--&c. 

It being detel"mined to make a demonstration 
upon the city of Baltimore, which might Le con .. 
verted into a real attack, should circumstanceli 
appear to j llstify it, the British squadron an· 
chored off the mouth of the Petapsco, on the 

11th of September; and, at day-light on the 
12th, the twops under Major-general Ross were 
landed, near North Point. The water .. approach 
to Baltimore was threatened by a squadron of 
frigates and sloops, undf'r Captain NOUl'se of 
the Severn. (App. No. 97.) Rear-admiral Cock .. 

burn, giving his usual preference to the post of 
danger, accompanied the major-general and the 
army. In the first skirmish, the gallant majiJr~ 
general was picked off by an A merican rifle
man, and breathed his la&t on his way to the 
water-side for re-embal'kation. 

After the death of their brave genera], the 
h:oops, accompanied by 600 seamen under Cap .. 

tain E~ ward C I'ofton, besides the marines of the 
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squadron, and the 2d battalion of marines, 
pushed on with impetuosity; and obtained a 
victory over the Americans, 6 or 7000 strong, 
l1itationed on their own ground, and protected 
by field-pieces. They fled in every direction, 
leaving on the field of battle a considerable 
number of killed and wounded, and two pieces 
of cannon. The further particulars of this gal~ 
lant affair will be found in Rear-admiral Cock. 
burli's letter. "The brigade of sailors from hii 
majesty's fihips" are highly spoken of by Colonel 
Brooke. (App, No. 98.) Fortunately, the loss 
in the naval and marine departments, did not 
exceed 7 kiJIed, 48 wounded, and 1 missing-. 
The 10['s of the Americans was very great, but 
could not be correctly ascertained. 

The troops and naval brigade remained on 
the field of battle all night ; and, on the morning 
of the 13th moved on towards Baltimore; which 
was discovered to be defended by extremely 
strong works Oil every side, and immediately in 
front by an extensive hill, on which was an en
trenched camp, and great quantities of artil .. 
lery: it was supposed, also, that the Americans 
had from 15 to 20,000 Qlen within their works. 
Vice.admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane did not 
consider it prudent to attack the city; and, on 
the morning of the 15th, the British arrived at 
their place of re-embarkation, "without," says 
the rear-admiral~ "suffering the slightest mo-

cell 
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lestation from the enemy; who, in spite of his 
superiority of' number, did not even venture to 
look at us, during this slow and deliberate re
treat."-The result of ,the demonstration was, 
the destruction by the Americans, of a quantity 
of shipping, the burning of an extensive rope
walk, and other public erections. It is to be 
regretted, however, that the water.attack could 
not have been persevered in, til1, at least, the 
new frigate Java, and the sloops of war Erie and 
Ontario, had shared the fate of their sister
vessels at "Vashington. As the British did re
tire, one cannot blame the Americans for claim
ing the victory. Nor was it at all extraordi
nary, that they should diminish their own, and 
augment our force, till they made that victory 
as brilliant as they could wish. 

On the 13th of December, a most gallant at· 
tack \yas made, by a detachment of boats, under 
the orders of Captain Lockyer, upon a flotilla 
of 1-\ merican gun-boats, moored in line, with 
hoarding. nettings triced up, and in everyrespect 
fully prepared for an obstinate resistance.
(App. No. 99.) The strength of the current, 
and the great distance the Ulcn had to row, oc
casiol1ed a part of the boats to reach the enemy 
first; but nothing could with~tand the attack of 
the British. Our loss was not so se\'ere as might 
have been expected. A reference to Captain 
Lockyer's letter win fully shew, what a formid
able American force he compelled to surrender. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Lake Erie-British capture the Somers and Ohio
A Iso S c01jJion and Tigress-Launching of British 
and American ships on Lake Ontario-British 
stonn and carry Fort Oswego-Fail at Sandy 
Creek-Sir James blockades Sackett's harbour
Returns into port for provisions-Commodore 
Chauncey sails out-Comparative force of the 
two squadrons~St. Lawrence launched-Ame~ 
1,icans retire to Sackett's HarboU1'-An Ameri. 
can editor's ludicrolls charge against Sir James 
Yeo-Operations on Lake Champlain-Equip. 
ment of the Cqnfiance-State on going into action 
-Promised co-operation not given-Action be
tween the fleets-Captain Downie's extraordinary 
death - British fleet surrenders - Declaration 
of the American commander-Damage and loss 
on each side-Force of the respective squadrons
American painting of the action-Statement of 
comparative jorce-Remarks thereon-Charges 
again# Sir George Prevost-His death beforc 

trial. 

T'HE p03scssiOl~ of Captain Barclay's fleet, had 
not only given to the Americans, the entire com. 
mand of Lake Erie, and the large lakes, Huron 
~nd Superior, leading from it, but restored tQ 
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them the immense territo.ry Gf Michigan, and 
gained Gver o.n their side, five natio.ns o.f In
dians,-o.ur late allies. Had the spirit of the 
Americans, indeed, kept pace with the apathy 
and neglect, so. conspicuous in anGther quarter, 
the prGvince of Upper Canada could nGt have 
peld Gut as it did. 

On the 12th o.f August, the three U. S. scho.on
ers, SGmers, Ohio., and Po.rculline, beingstatio.ned 
clo.se to. FGrt Erie, then in the Po.ssession o.f the 
Americans, for the purpose Gf flanking the 
British army in their appro.ach against it, Cap
tain DGbbs, with a detachment Gf abGut 70 sea
men and marines frGm the Lake Ontario. squad
ro.n, succeeded in getting his gig and five bat
teaux (magnified by the editor o.f the" Sketclies 
of the War" into. "9 large boats") across by 
land frGm the Niagara riYer, a distance Gf eight 
miles. Two Gf the schGGners, the So.mers and 
Ohio., were preseNtly carried, sWGrd in hand; 
" and the third," says Captain DGbbs, "would 
certainly have fallen, had the cables not been 
~ut; which made us drift to.-Ieeward of her 
~lmGng the rapids." It is almo.st inlpossible, 
without having been Gn the SpGt, to. form an 
adequate idea Gf the rapidity, and o.f course 
danger, of the Niagara-stream, as it approaches 
the cataract. 

The British lGSS was Lieutenant Radc1iffeof 
the N etley, (late Beresford,) and Gne seaman, 
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killed; and 4 seamen. wounded .. The enemy's 
loss wa~ one seaman killed; 3 officers al1d 4 
seamen wounded. The Somers mounted tW9 
long 12-pouuden;; the Ohio one long 12, aU OIl 

pivots. Each schooner was comrnanded by a 
lieutenant; and had a complement of 35 men. 
The Somers. had altered her armament l since 
the act jon of the last year; and, although the 
-Ohio was not present in that action, her name 
appears in an American list of the preceding 
summer. 

When we consider that, with the Porcupine, 
the Americans had a force of 92 pounds weight 
of metal, and 105 men,· to oppose against not. 
)Uore than 75 men, without any artiHery what
ever, the exploit of Captain Dobbs and his brave 
followers, deserves every comrnendation. It 
proved that British seamen could find expedi .. 
enis, to capture two out of three fine American 
armed schooners, in waters, where the " gig and 
fivebatteaux" of the conquerors, were the only 
British vesse]s afloat. 

Some time in August, the Americans dis'!" 
patched theschOOl1ers 'figl~ess and Scorpion, 
with troops, to attack FOI,t Mackinaw on Lake 
Huron. It is believed the schooner Ariel also 
accompanied the expedition; as she is mentioned 

to have foundered in some of the dangerou& 
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passages between those lakes. In their main 
object the Americans failed; but they compelled 
the Briti:.h to destroy the small provincial 
schooner Nancy, of two 4s Gr 6s, and the trad. 
ing schooner 1\1ink, laden with furs. Lieute
nant \Vorse]y who had comrnanded the fonner, 
escaped with his few hands; and soon set about 
repairing .his loss at tile enemy~s expense. 

The Tigress had stationed hel'self at the De ... 
. tour near St. Joseph's, for the purpose of cutting 
off all supplies from the garrison at Mackinaw. 
On the night of the 3d of September, Lieute
nant Worse]y, with a petty-officel' and 17 sea
men, and a deta~hment of the Royal Newfound .. 
1and regiment, amounting with their officers, 
and some indian chiefs in, company, to 70 men, 
embarked in fom' boats; and afterwa"ds at
tack~d, and carried, by boarding, the schooner 
Tigress. A Lody of Indians which had set out 
with the expedition f!"Om Mackinaw, was left 
three miles in the rear, Lieutenant Worsely 
sent the prisoners, uuder. a gual'd, back to 
Mackinaw; manned the Tigress with part of 
the men he had remaining; and made sail in 
pursuit of the Scorpion. On the moming of 
the 5th, the latter returned from a cmize off 
French rivei', At day-dawn the next Iporning, 
she ,vas attacked by the Tigress; and, after one 

broad~ide, ~lso carried by boarding, 
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The British loss was, 2 seamen killed, Lieute
nant Bulger, (the commanding officer of the de
tachment,) and 7 soldiers slightly wounded. The 

. A merican loss was 3 seamen killed; all the offi
cers of the Tigress, and 3 seamen, severely 
wounded. 

The SCOl"pion mounted one long 24, and one 
long 12 pounder, both on pivots; and was com
manded by Lieutenant Turner; with a comple
ment of 34 men. ,. The Tigl'ess mounted one 
long 24~pOlmd€r, on a pivot; and was com

. manded by Sailing-master Champlin; with a 
complement of 28 men. They were both very 
fine vessels; the former measuring 68 t, the 
latter 60~, feet on deck. 

The "result of the court of inquiry" which 
sat upon the loss of these schooners, nearly fills 
a column of an American newspaper. It is there 
stated, that the Tigress' crew "was composed 
of men of the most ol'dinal'y class." This is a 
candid confession, and was. very probably the 
case; yet we are never aJIowed to malie the same 
excuse. The court of inquiry magnifies. the 
British force that captured these schooners, into 
" about 300 sailors, soldiers, and Indians, con
veyed in fi,'e large boats, armed with a 6 and 
3 pounder, and 19 canoes"; and states that the 
British, besides mounting upon the Tigress their 
two guns, placed on board, a complement of 
.i' fi:om 70 to 100 picked men." 
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On the 15th of April, 1814, were launched at 
Kingston, Lake Ontario, the British frigates 
Prince Regent and PrincesiN Charlotte; the for
mer of 1310, the latter of 8I.5 tons. The ar
mament of each ship here follows: 

Main-decl<, 

Spar-deck, { 

Prince RegeQt. Princess Charlotte. 

£8 long 24 pndrs. 24 long 24 pndrs. 
4 -- 24 -- 2 --. - '24 -
4 cans. 68 -- 2 carrs. 68 --

22 -- 32 -- 14 -.-.- 32 --. 

Total, 58 guns. 4'2 guns. 

Complement, 485. Complement, S 15. 

The 68-pound canonades are the same that 
were mounted last year on board the Wolfe and 
Royal George. (See p. 297.) The latter, now 
named the Niagara; had replaced the two 68s 
'\vith two long 18-p('muders; the former, now the 
Montreal, her four, with the same number of 
32-pound carronades. The schooners Moit'aand 
Sidney Smith were altered into brigs, and their 
names changed to the Charwell and Magnet; as 
were the names of the Melville and Beresford to 
the Star and Netley; but, it is believed,no 
alterations, beyond those already mentioned, 
were made in the armaments of any of the British 
vessels. 

Before the end of March, Commodore Chaun
cey had succeeded in equipping two large brig,. 
sloops, the Jones and Jefferson, of 530 (500 
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American, App. No. 65.) tons each. It has been 
stated, that they carried 42-pound carronades, 
and mounted 24 guns each; hut they win he 
considered as having mounted the same as th6 
U. S. ships Frolic and Peacock, (see p. 336 and 
348,) with the addition of a long 24-pounder 
upon a traversing carriage. The Sylph, now a 
brig, (see p. 301,) mounted, in lieu of her former 
armament, fourteen carronades, 24,-pounders, 
and two longl2s. On the 1st of May, was 
launched at Sackett's Harbour, the Superior, of 
about 1580 tons, pierced for 64 guns; (App. 
No. 65.) and, on the lIth of June, the Mohawk, 
of about 1220 tons. The following is stated as 
the armaments of these two ships: 

Superior. Mohawk. 

Main~deck, so long (Cols.*) S£ pndrs. 28 long 24-pndrs. 

{ 
'2 -- 24 -- 2 24 

. Spllr-deck. SO carrs. 42 --- 18 carrs. 42 

Total, 6!2 guns. 48 gUllS. 
Complement~ 550. Complemellt,460. 

At the close of the operations of the last year, 
Commodore Chauncey had eight schooners, be

sides the Sylph. (See p. 303.) He appears, this 
. year,· with only se\'eu schooners; making, with 
his two frigates, a total of thirteen sail. The 
deficient schooner will be considered to have 

'* See p. o. 
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had the same armament as the Growler or Julia; 
whose force as well as that of an the other ves
sels of the last year's squadrons, both British 
and American, will be found at p. 297 and 298. 

Intel1igence having been received that, at 
Oswego, on this lake, the Americans had, by 
river-navigation, col1ected from the interior, 
several heavy guns, naval stores for their ships, 
and large depots of provisions for their army, an 
attack upon the fort and town was determined 
upon; although the position was a very for~ 

midable one. On the 5th of May, the British 
fleet, consisting of seven sail, (the Netley, late \ 
Beresford, being absent,) appeared off the port; 
but, just as the men were on the point oOand~ 
ing, a heavy gale from the N. W. obliged the 
ships to gain an· offing: in which attempt, some 
boats were necessarily cut adrift. The Ameri
can editors, making a proper use of this, as
serted, that the "shore-battery compelled the 
British to retire to their shipping." Early the 
next morning, every thing being ready, 140 
troops, 200 seamen, armed with pikes, under 
Captain Mulcaster, and 400 marines, were put 
into the boats; and, under coyer of the ships, 
the landing' was effected; in spite of a heavy fire 
of round, grape, and musketry from the shore. 
The men, having to ascend a very steep and long 
hill, were greatly exposed, but their gallantry 
overcame every obsta<;le. They threw thelU-
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selves into the fosse, and gained the ramparts; 
and Lientenant John Hewitt, of the marines, 
(:limbed the flag-staff, under a heavy fire, and 
struck the American colours, which had been 
nailed to the mast,-The British lost in this 
affair 22 killed, and 73 wounded. The Ameri. 
cans acknowledge a loss of 69 in killed, 
wounded, and missing, MI'. Low declares our 
loss to have been been 235; and that we landed 
" 2000 men." The editor of the " Sketches of 
the War" says, "3000 men;" and speaks of the 
British vessels, thus:-" Their principal ship, 
and the other frigates," &c. 

The British carried away with them, seven 
long guns, 32s and 24s, a great quantity of ord. 
nance stores, and large rope, 2100 barl'els of 
provisions, and three schooners. They destroyed 
three long 24-pounder guns, one IOIig 12, and 
two long 6s, a schooner, the barracks, and all 
the other public buildings. One of the schooners 
was the Growler, late Hamilton. Besides the 
above, a quantity of cordage, and other naval 
stm'es, and three long 32-pounders, vv€re sunk 
in the river by the Americans the~nselves. MI'. 
Low, the war-historian, comprises all this loss 
iu,-" Eight pieces of cannon, and some stores, 
worth about 100 dollars" ! 

Tilt' guns and stores for the De\V ship Supe
riol', had, unknown to the British, been removed 
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from Oswego, previous to the attack; and 
reached Sackett's-barbour, chiefly by land-con
veyance. After departing from Oswego, Sir 
James anchored off Sackett's-harbour; which 
port he blockaded, till the early part of July; 
w.hen it became necessary to return to Kingston 
for provisions. The American ship Superiol' 
had certainly been ready for several days; and 
the Mohawk was equipping with great expe
dition. 

On the 30th of May, the daring spirit of the 
British officers and seamen, and their total 
unacquaintance withambuscades, led to an unfor
tunate failure. Captains, Popham and Spils
bury, with a detachment of seal11en and marines, 
amounting to 181,pul'sued into Sandy-creek, 
(about 16 miles from Sackett's-harboLU,) a fl{)
til1a of 18 boats, carrying a number of cannon, 
and other stores, for the new vessels. The BI'i
tish landed; and were unexpectedly assailed by . 
150 riflemen, 4 field-pieces, nearly 200 Indians, 
and a numerous body of' militia and cavahy. 
The resistance of the British was nohle. The 
winding of the creek, and the thickness of the 
wood on itsbordel's, ga\'e the enemy great ad
vantages. After a loss of 18 killed, and ,'iO 

dangerously wounded, Captain Popham and his 
party surrendered. 

On the 1st of August, the American com· 
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mander, having his second frigate, the Mohawl{, 
ready for the lake, again ventured out of port. 
Here the British were once mOl'e acclJsed of Uil ... 

willingness to fight" on equal terms." How 
fat that was the case, at any time previous to 
the launching of the St. Lawrence; the following 
statement will shew:-

Comparative force 0/ the two squadrons. 

British. {\.tnerican. 
(~ __ ~ __ A ____ • 

No. 1. No. 2. No.3. 

868 IS72 Broadside { 1. guns, 942 
metal in 
pounds, €art. 1810 1448 207H 2456 

Complements, 
Size in tons, 

--2752 --2316 -~-'-~ 3450 --4188 
1517 1311 1861 2321 
3510 3787 5367 6.581 

The British cohltlll1, compared with No.1, 
shews the relative force of the parties at the 
sacking of Oswego; with No.2, the same, for 
some days before Sir James gave up the blockad,e . 
of Sackett's-harbour; with No.3, until the St. 
Lawrence appeared on the Jake. 

Admitting it was prudent not to be provoked 
by the roaring of Sir James's cannon at Oswego~ 
(where he had one vessel short of the number 
comprised in the statement,) what reasonable 
excuse had Commodore Chauncey, for submit .. 
iug to the indignity of being blockaded; and 
that, too, by an officer, whom he had boasted of 
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having so often " chased round the lake"?_ 
'Vas he determined not to risk a battle, unless 
he had three to two in his favor? 

About the middle of Octo her, when the season 
for cruizing on the lake was almost over, the 
British succeeded in getting ready their large 
ship St. Lawrence, of 2305 tons; and intended 
to mount 112 guns. A" peep into Kingston" 
by one of Commodore Chauncey's small ve~sels, 
gave him timely notice of this; and he retired 
to Sackett's.harbour, to stir out no more. All 
agreed in the propriety of this; but still the 
preponderance of force was not so great, on Sir 
James's side, as it had hitherto been (except at 
the Oswego-attack) on the side of Commodore 
Chauncey. 

The Americans, however, declared the supe
riOl-ity would be "overwhelming;" and com
menced building two 74s, (so to be mted,) each 
of whose broadsides would have about equal1ed 
that of the St. Lawrence. To meet this, on our 
part, a 74 was commenced upon; and a frigate, 
like the Princess Charlotte, constructed: but, 
before the lakes were open in the ensuing spring, 
peace came; otherwise, there i:; no saying whe
ther the building mania would not have conti
nued, while room }"emained ou the lake for 
~'orking- the ships. 

: The editor of the" Naval Monument," justly 
;lpprehending. greater difficulty in composing a 
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Preface, than he had experienced in compiling 
his choice collection of newspaper-scraps, hired 
a scribbling zealot, or a "literary gentleman," 
as he styles him, of Boston, to do it for him. 
Sixteen close pages, where two would have suf. 
ficed, render it probable, that the writer engaged 
by the quantity, rather than the quality, of the 
matter he was to furnish; 01', perhaps, he re
ceived so much a score for the hard names he 
could heap upon the British. He has honored 
Sir James Lucas Yeo, by l'eferring to him in the 
following question :-" What perseverance was 
ever more indefatigable than Chauncey's in pur
suit ;-unless, indeed, that of his adversary in 
patience ?-an adversary, not only beaten, but 
impossible to be made to fight; and he the sole 
British commander, on his return from the 
lakes, able to say even that."-It "vould be an 
affront to the reader, not to allow him to make 
his own comments upon this most ludicroulil 
charge against Sir James Lucas Yeo! 

Lake Champlain is a lake of North America; 
dividing the N.R part of the state of New York 
from that of Vermont. It is 80 miles long, 18 
where broadest, and the mean width about 6. 

This lake receives the waters of Lake George from 
the S. by Southriver; and sends its own waters a 
N. course, through Sorrel river, into the St. I.aw .. 
l'ence; to which, however, there is no navigation. 

DD 
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, As early as the year 1776, two formidable 
British and American flotillas appeared on this 
lake. Between them, they mounted upwards of 
,180 heavy guns; and we could then afford, "from 
the king's ships at Quebec, and transports, 3 

officers, 19 petty-officers, and 670 men."
'(Schomberg's Nav. Chronol. vol. iv. p.324.) 
, The first naval event of the late war, upon 
this lake, occurred OIl the 3d of June, 1813. 

Two American sloops appeared in sight of the 
British garrison at Isle au Noix. Three gun
.boats immediately got under weigh to attack 
.them; and the crews of two batteaux and two 
lTow-boats, were landed, to annoy the enemy in 
the real'; the channel being very narrow. After 
a contest of three hours and a half, the two 
sloops surrendered. They proved to be the 
Growler and Eagle, mounting 11 guns, and 
having a complement of 50 men, each; both 
under the command of Lieutenant Sidney Smith, 
of the United States' navy. "Te lost 3 men 
wounded: the Americans, 1 man killed; 8 se
verely wounded; and, including the latter, 99 
prisoners. No British naval officer was present. 
The feat was performed by detachments of the 
100th regiment, and royal artil1ery, under the 
direction of Major Taylor, of the former. 

On the 1st of August, some officers and sea
men having arrived from Quebec, Captain 
Everard, (late .of the "Tasp brig,) with the two 
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,prize-sloops; three gun-boats, and several bat
teaux, enteredPlattsbul'gh; where he destroyed 
all the enemy's arsenals, block-houses, barracks, 
-and stores of every description; together with 
the extensive barracks at Saranac. 

Captain Everard, in his letter, says :-" Hav
ing captured and destroyed fOllr vessels, without 
any attempt on the part of the enemy's armed 
vessels to prevent it; and seeing no prospect of 
inducing' him to quit his position, where it 'was 
impossible for me to attack him, I am now re
turning to execute my original order." 

This enterprising officer proceeded afterwards 
off Burlington and Shelburne; where he seized 
and destroyed several sloops laden' with provi-
'sions; and did other considerable injury. At 
this time, according to Mr. Low, "the United 

. States troops at Burlington, under command of, 
Major-general Hampton,' consisted of about 
4000 men ;" and Mr. Clarke informs us, that, on 
the 20th of August, "the American naval force, 
on Lake Champlain consisted of-

Gum. 

U The President, j 2-

Commodore Preble, 11 

Montgomery, ] I 

Ii'rances, 6 
Two gun-boats, one IS-pounder, each, 2 

SIX ~cuws, olle I2-pounder, each, 6 

GUllS, 48" 
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But, lest the American reader should enquire, 
why Commodore Macdonough, with such a 
force, did not attempt to captUl'e or drive off 
the British" marauding party," Mr. Clarke de
scribes the prize-sloops Growler and Eagle 
(without naming them) as "two large sloops 
of war"! (N. Hist. vol. i. p. 232.) 

During the summer of 1814, each party strove 
to out-build the other, in time to commence 
operations on the lake before the season closed. 
The Americans, being quite at home, got a for
midable force equipped, long before the prin
cipal vessel of the British was even off the 
stocks. This ship, named the Confiance, was 
launched on the 25th of August. On the 3d of 
September, Captain Downie arrived from Lake 
Ontario, accompanied by his late first-lieutenant 
in the Montreal, to take the command of the 
vessels upon this lake; consisting, besides the 
Con fiance, of a brig, the two cutters 01' sloops 
before-named, and 10 gun-boats. 

Between the 25th of August, and the lOth of 
September, a crew was got together for the Con
nance; which vessel they had to mast and rig; 
and equip with guns and ordnance-stores. Cap
tain Pring, in his official letter, says this crew 
was made up of draughts from different ships. 
That this was really the fact, will appear from 
the following list, comprising the names' of the 
ships out of which they were draughtcd, &c. 
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·Officers, including midshipmen, £0 

Seamen, originally on the lak(l, 14 

from H.M.S. Leopard, 57 
Ceylon, 25 

Ajax, 10 

Warspite, 1 '2 

Vigo, '2 

Ind~n, 6 
Linnet, 1 

Cornelia, 1 
Royal Sovereign, ~ 

Montreal, 2 
transports, (ent. for a limited time,) Q,5 

Impressed men, . 4 

Volunteers, . ~ 

Taken out of prison, 1 

Marines, from battalion, and different ships, 65 
Royal artillery, S 
Marine-artillery, 8 
39th regiment of foot, 10 

. Total of Confiance's complement, £70 

If this is not a motley collection, there surely 
bevel' was one! Among the number, there were 
19 foreigners; and 6 boys .. The seamen were 
men of inferior quality and character; and who, 
as it is termed, volunteered, or rather, were 
forced from their respective ships; where they 
had been in disg1'ace. Some of them, indeed, 
had ·been liberated from irons, for the very pur,. 
pose of proceeding to the lakes! None of the 
marines joined earlier than the 9th of Septem~ 
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ber; and a part of the seamen, only the night 
before the action. Of course, time did not ad. 
mit of the men becoming acquainted with their 
officers, or with each other. Captain Downie 
himself was acquainted with no officer on board 
his ship but his first-lieutenant; and the latter 
with none of the other officers! 

On the loth of September, his Excellency Sir 
George Prevost, the commander in chief, called 
fo!" the instant co-operation of the naval force, 
in a meditated attack upon the American fleet 
and works at Plattsburg. . It was sole~mly 

agreed, that the attack by land and water should 
be simultaneous; and proposed, that Cap
tain I)ownie, should give notice to the army of 
his approach towards the enemy, by scaling the 
guns of the Con fiance. 

Captain Downie's situation was one of pecu
liar delicacy, While he was fully aware of 
the unprepared state of his own ship, he knew 
that a powerful British army was anxiously 
'waiting to co-operate; and that the season for 
active warfare was rapidly closing. The slight .. 
est backwardness on his part might injure the 
reputation of himself and those placed under 
his command; and,-had he not the most posi
tive assurance, that the enemy's works should be 
stormed by the troops, at the very moment he 
was seen advancing to attack their fleet? 

When the American people, in the summer of 
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1814, were blaming Commodore Chauncey for 
not leaving Sackett's harbour, in the new ships 
Superior and Mohawk, after the latter had been 
launched nearly two, and the former upwards 
of tlll'ee months, that cautious commander, 
under date of the loth of August, writes to the 
secretary of the American navy, thus :-" I need 
not suggest to one of your experience, that a 
man of wal' may appear to the eye of a lands
man, perfectly ready for sea, when she is defi
cient in many of the most essential points of 
her armament; nor how unworthy I should have 
proved myself of the high trust reposed in me, 
had I ventured to sea in the face of an enemy 
of equal force, without being able to meet him 
in one hour after my anchor was weighed."-· 
How admirably this fits the case of the Con
fiance! And what Briton does not regret, that 
a: very small portion of Commodore Chauncey's 
prudence, was not bestowed upon the framers 
of the expedition to Plattsburg? 

On the morning of the 11 th, with the car
penters still working at her, and half-fitted as 
she was, the Confiance, accompanied by the 
other British vessels, stood into the enemy's bay. 
Captain Downie then acquaintefl the crews of 
the different vessels, with the promised co. 
op~ration; and, just before the action com
menced, Lieutenant Robertson went himself 
l'~und the Confiance'l:i quarters, and explained 
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particularly to the'crew, the nature of the co .. 
operation, as he had understood it from Captain 
Downie. The guns of the Confiance were 
scaled several times, as was agreed upon; but 
the signal was not answered from the army. To 
the honor of the soldiers, and the officers in 
general, they all panted to rush forward; nay, 
they had advanced to the very picquets of the 
enemy; when it was thought advisable to check 
their glorious (;areer. Two hours more would 
have given a victory to both army and navy, 
instead of a flight to one, and a defeat to the 
other! 

Captain Downie now discovel:ed, too late, the 
mistake his confidence had led him, into. His 
squadron was already in the enemy's bay; where 
were lying, moored in line, a ship, brig, schooner,. 
sloop, six row .. gaUies, and four gun.boats, anx
iously awaiting the attack. (App. No. 90.) Se. 
,,-eral British officers who, since the conclusion 
of the war, have surveyed the Plattsburg bay 
and works, are fully of opinion that both squa
drons were vvithin reach of the American bat •. 
teries on shore. 

Unfortunately, as the British squadron ad
vanced to the attack, a very light air, "Umount .. · 
iug almost to a calm, gave the Amel'icanrow
gallies and gun-boats an opportunity of com .. 
mencing upon the Confiance, which was the 
leading ship, a heavy ~nd galling fire, Having 
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two anchors shot away from her b~W' ,she was 
obliged to anchor, not so advantageously as had 
been intended. The Linnet brig, and Chubb 
cutter, took their allotted stations; but the lat..;, 
tel' presently had her main-boom shot away; 
and, drifting within the enemy's line, was com.;; 
pelled to surrender. The Finch had the misfor.; 
tune, while proceeding to her station, to strike 
on a reef of rocks off Crabb. island ; where there 
was an American battery of two guns, which 
fired at the Finch, and wounded two of her men; 
the only loss she sustained. Not a w,ol'd of this 
appears in the American official account. 

All the gun-boats, except the Murray, Beres. 
ford, and another, "abandoned the object as.'
signed them ;" (App. No. 90;) that is, ]·an away; 
almost as soon as the action commenced !-AU 
surprise at this will cease, when it is known; 
that not one of the gun-boats had more than 
three seamen on board; their crews, with the 
exception of a few marines in some of them, 
being composed of a small detachment of the 
39th regiment, and of Canadian militia, who 
spoke the French language only. 

The American commander, Macdonough, 
aware that the British official account would 
forcibly dwell upon the hurried, half.nni-;hed 
state of the Confiance, and upon the accidental 
absence and defection of a part of the sq uadron, 
takes care to be before-hand, by stating thus ;-
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" For several days, the enemy were on their way 
to Plattsburg by land and water. In this situa
tion, the whole force on both sides became en
gaged." (App. No. 92.) 

Within 15 minutes after the commencement 
of the action, fell the British commanding offi-. 
eel', the brave, the lalllented Captain Downie. 
The way in which he met his death, is of too 
extraordinary a nature to be passed over. A 
shot from the enemy. struck one of the Confi. 
ance's 24-pounders, and threw it completely oft' . 
the carriage, ~gainst Captain Downie, who was 
standing close in the rear of it. He received 
the blow upon his right groin; and, although 
signs of life remained for a few minutes, 
never spoke afterwards. No part of his skin was. 
broken: a black mark, about the cil'cumfel'en~e 
of a small plate, was the only visible injury. 
His watch was found flattened, with the hapds 
pointing to the hour, minute, and second, at, 
which the fatal blow was given! 

The circumstance of the Confiance not being 
able, owing to the loss and damage she had SUS.

tained, to bring a fresh broadside to bear, as the, 
Saratoga had succeeded in doing, was fatal to 
the formeI'. She had every gun on the star
board side loaded with two shot, besides 
canister; also 17 of her guns disabled; and 
many of the others encumbered by wreck. The 
marines were of no use, as the action was f()ught; 
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out of the range of musketry. In this situa
tion, Lieutenant Robertson, the Con fiance's SUT" 

viving commanding officer, very properly made 
the signal of submission. 

The Linnet brig fought most gallantly; and 
actually drove her very superior antagonist, the 
Eagle, for shelter, between the Saratoga and 
Ticonderoga. Commodore Macdonough assigns 
a different reason for the Eagle's shifting'" her 
station,-her " not being able to bring her guns ' 
to bear." (App. No. 92.) It was not till 15. 
minutes after the surrender of the Confiancc; 
and, when left alone in the combat, that the 
btave little Linnet hauled down her colours. 
The Americans admit that the action lasted, 
without intermission, two hours and 20 minutes. 

Commodore Macdonough, taking Lieutenant 
Robertson, when presenting his sword, for the 
Blitish commanding officer, spoke to him as fol •. 
lows :-" " You owe it, sir, to the shameful con
duct of your gun-boats and cutters, that you are 
performing this qffice to me,. for, had they dont' 
their duty, Y(Ju must have pel'ceived, from the -si
tuation of the Saratoga, that I could hold out no 
longer : and indeed, nothing induced me to keep 
up her colours, but seeing, from the unitedfire oj 
all the rest of my squadron on the Confiance, and 
her unsupported situation, that she must 1,ltimately 
$urrendet."-' Here is an acknowledgment, can .. 
clid and honorable in the extreme.-Can this. 
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'be the" T.Macdonough" whose signature ap
peal's to the two American official accounts of 
the action? 

The state of the two squadrons after tho 
action, appears in the letters of Captain Pring, 
and Commodore Macdonough. And Captain 
Henley, of the Eagle, so long engaged with the 
Linnet, states that his vessel had thirty nine 
round shot in her hull, and four in her lower
masts. None of the British gun-boats were 
sunk, 01' even inj ured. Commodore Macdonough, 
discovering, with his glass, 10 gun-boats only; 
when he had been informed there were 13, wrote 
(1own at once :-" Three of their gallies are said 
to be sunk." , 

The Confiance's loss, as appears by Captain 
PringJs letter, could not at the time be accu
ratelyobtained. That ship had 83, insteadof 
40 wounded. This makes the total loss bn the 
British side, 54 kiHed, and 116 wounded. The 
Chubb's loss amounted to half her complement 
The gun-boats sustained no loss whatever. 

The loss on the American side appears not "to 
have been fully given. The" list of killed aild 
wounded troops of the line, acting marines on 
board the squadron," forwarded by Caphlitt 
Youngs of the" 15th Infantry," (App. No. 93,) 
has been kept back. Besides, it is cleal' that 
~'52 killed," and 'Only" 58 wounded" are out 
of all proportion. With nearly the same num~ 
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her of killed, our wounded were just double the 
American wounded. Consequently, exclusive 
of the ,; killed and wounded troops of the line," 
the slightly wounded, on, board the American 
squadron have not bEen enumerated. 

Commodore Macdonough says :--,-"The ene .. 
my's shot passed principally just over our heads." 
-The Saratoga's loss in the .action proves, that 
either the Confiance's guns were fired low 
.enough, or that 27 at least, of the Sarcatoga's 
men, were of au extraordinary height. Let it he 
recollected, that no musketry was employed ou 
either side.-One tenth of the drilling which, 
as the commodore says, First-lieutenant Perry 
gave to the Saratoga's men, would perhaps 
have sayed the Con fiance's newly arrived .ship's 
company from this intended reproach . 
. By· admitting Commodore Macdonough's 

statement of the guns of the American, (App. 
No. 92.) we may be allowed to introduce Cap
tain Pring's statement orthe guns of the British 
squadron; (App. No. 90;) although the Jatter 
IIIhould differ, in some points, from that which 
the commodore has given to the public. 

The Con fiance mounted twenty-six long 24-
pounders upon the main or flush-neck; also two 
carronades, 32-poundel's, out of the bridle or 
bow ports, and the same out of the stern-ports. 
UpOl). the poop were mounted four carronades, 
24-pounders; and upou tfIe top-gallant~fore ... 
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castle, two carronades; 24-poundel's, together 
with a long 24-pounder, upon a traversing car
}·iage. But, in consequence of there being 
10nly a ridge-rope or rail round either the poop 
or top-gallant-forecastle, the guns, thtre sta
tioned, were disabled after the fir~t discharge. 
They wil1, however, be estimated as part of the 
ship's force; but not the carronades out of the 
-bridle and stern ports, because they could not 
. be used in the broadside. Therefore, although 
the Confiance mounted, altogether, 37 guns, she 
.fought 17 only upon the broadside. There were 
,also in the hold, as part of the ballast, two long 
-IS-pounders. These, Commodore Macdonough 
has shifted to the " berth-deck," and actually~ 
in his statement of force, carried out, as part of 
the Confiance's "39 guns"! 

Captain Downie, having no gun-locks on 
board, (they being in the Junon frigate, which 
had not arrived at Quebec in time,) attempted 
to substitute carronade-Iocks; which he con
-trived to fasten to the guns by means of cop
per hoops. But the plan was not found to an· 
swer; and matches were resorted to. Deter
mined that we should derive no advantage from 
publishing this fact, an American paper subjoins 
-to an exaggerated account of the Con fiance's 
force in gons,-" with locks." Any thiug of this 
.sort travels aU through the United States, as fast 
as the mail can carry it. 
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Commodore Macdonough, in a second official 
Jetter, says,-" The Saratoga was twice set on 
fire by hot shot fired from the enemy's ship."
-The latter part of this assertion is as gross a 
falsehood as ever was uttered; and, from the 
notorious fact, that neither the t:onfiance, nor 
any other of the British vessels, had a furnace 
on board, the writer must (shame to say!) have 
:known it to be a falsehood. Had such a disco
very been made, there would have been para-
19raph after paragraph, and column after co
lumn, of well-merited abuse! Lieutenant (now 
~Captain) Robertson, of the Confiance, has de
;clared, that the Saratoga certainly received some 
,hot shot in the action~ but that it must have 
:been from the American batteries :-much more 
likely places to find furnaces for heating shot, 
than on board the just-launched, half-equipped 
Confiance. 

The Linnet ritounted sixteen long 12-pound
-ers. Although Commodore Macdonough give~ 
:her no more, Sir George Prevost, in his official 
;despatch, says :-" Linnet, 18 guns." The cutter 
Chubb mounted ten carronades, 18-pounders, 
and one long 6-pounder; the cutter Finch, six 
'Carronades, IS-pounders, and four long 6-pound
ers: the American account adds, "one colum
biad IS-pounder;" which must be a mistake. 
These two cutters are named, in Sir George's 
letter, Broke and Shannon. 
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There were but ten gun.boats, instead of 
twelve, as stated by Sir George Prevost in his 
official despatch, and thil,teen, as stated by Com· 
modore Macdonough. Of the ten gun-boats, 
two mounted a long 24, and a 32 pound carron· 
ade, each; one a long 18, and a 32 pound carron
ade; four a long 18, each; and the remaining 
three, a 32-pound carronade, each; total 13 
guns. Commodore Macdonough's statement 
differs much less from this than might be ex
pected; considering that none of the gun~boats 
came into his possession. 

The "Burlington Centinel," an American 
newspaper, says: "By the official accounts of 
the Champlain action, it appears, 37 officers, 
and 340 seamen, were taken prisoners." The 
" Naval Monument," instead of this list, has 
inserted one, containing the names of the paroled 
British officers, as Jow down as the carpenter" 
amounting in all to 26: therefore the newspaper
acJount of the number of officers, must be m
correct. The" Sketches of the War," states 
thus :-" The enemy's loss was, 84 men killed, 
no wounded, and 856 prisoners; who alone 
amounted to a greater n umber than those by 

whom they were taken." Typogra.phical errors 
are much more freq lIent alnollg figUl'es than 
words; and no twowriUen tigures are so often 
confounded as the 3 and 8. Considering that 
the Americans estimated the total of the creWS 
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of the captured British vessels at no more than 
500, it will he but charitable to suppose, that 
the typographical error of substituting an 8 for 

a 3, existed in the newspaper, pamphlet, or 
whatever it 'vas, from which the paragraph had 
been copied. In that case, 356would be the lHllll d 

bel' of prisoners; not so many hy 10, as the list 
of paroled officers, added to the" 340 smhnen" 
from the "Burlington Centiilel," would give. 

Perhaps, the best way to establish thepoint~ 
will be to deduct frum the actual corriplerpents 
of the captured vessels, the British return of 
killed j and then see what remains. 

Confiance~ 

Linnet, 
Chubb, 

Fi~ICh, 

Deduct killed in action, 

No. of prisoners, in all, 

Actual complement. 

£70 

80 

40 
SO 

420 
54 

366 

After this eXposition, it is surely unnecessary 
to suppose a doubt can exist, as to the number 

of men and boys composing the united comple
ments of the captured British vessels. 

Two of the British gun-boats had 3.5 Ji1en and 

boys each; one 33; four, 29 each; and the re

maining three, 25 each; total 294 melland 

boys: while the Americans gave the "13 gun
boats," 350 men. 

E E 
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The Linnet, and the two cutters, had their 
complements chiefly made up of detachments of 
the 39th regiment, and of Canadian militia who 
could speak little 01' no English; and the gun· 
boats, as stated before, had only three seamen to 
each. The number of boys is not exactly 
known; therefore, they will not be enumerated 
in the estimate of comparative force. 

The armament of the American vessels appears 
in the statement subjoined to Commodore Mac
donough's official letter. All the guns on board 
the row-gallies and gun-boats, the same as on the 
British side, win be brought into the broadside. 

The following list comprizes the number of 
men, which tbeAmerican officers assured Captain 
Pril1g, was the regular complement of each of 

1hErvessels. 
Men. 

Saratoga, 250 

Eagle, 14'i! 

Ticonderoga, 115 

Preble, 45 

Six lateen-rigged gun-boats, ()r row-} 246 
gallies, 41 men each, 

Four lugger-rigged ditto, 25 each, 100 

Total, 898 

But the detachments of the 6th, 15th, and 
33d U. S. infantry, "acting marines on board 
the squadron," are not included in the above 
statement. Admitting the draughts from the 
three regiments, to have amouuted to no more 
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than a company, or captain's command, the 
. united complements of the American vessels 
would be, at least, 9;50; which, therefore, will 
be the number fixed. 

The American newspapers, of dates many 
weeks anterior to the action, announced that 
their- squadron on Lake Champlain, was com
pletely manned by seamen, drafted from the 
different ships on the sea-board. The gun-boats 
had on board most excellent artillerists; such 
as, from their station between the large vessels 
and the batteries, contrived to strike the British, 
between wind and water, almost every shot. 

The public has heard much of the "frigate" 
Con fiance. She is no more a frigate than the 
American ships General Pike and Madison on 
Lake Ontario. Is ext,l'aordinary size to consti
tute a "frigate"? The American corvettes, 
Adams and John Adams, were each larger than 
the Con fiance ; and yet not called frigates. H. M. 
late ship Andromeda (formerly the American 
Hannibal) was broader, though a trifle shorter, 
than the Con fiance ; and yet she was Inot called 
a frigate. The peculiar const)'uction of a fri~ 

gate has been already defined; and, without 
Commodore MacdonoLlg~ can give the Confi
ance a regular quarter-deck and forecastle, fitted 
with ramparts and ports, neither his assertions, 
nor the wishes of the American people, ~an m'.lke 

that ship a "frigate." 
EE2 
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Having magnified the Confiance into a "fri
gate," Commodore Macdonough could do no 
Jess than make "sloops of war" of the cutters 
Chubb and Finch. W" e have captured from the 
Americans, many gun-boats; none under 70, 
and one exceeding 112 tons; being two tons 
more than the largest of the c,ommodore's "two 
sioops of war." Would not Commodore Mac
donough himself be one of the first to ridicule 
us, had we announced, in a public despatch, 
the capture of the "U. S. sloop of wa.r No. 
23"P-Really, such artifices to gain public ap-

I 

plause, are pitiful in the extreme. 
To shew that we have something beyond de~ 

clamation to support us, when speaking of the 
size of the British vessels on Lake Champlain~ 
here follow the principal dimensions of""":'as 
the American newspapers denominated them
" four of the enemy's largest shi ps :" 

Length. 
Breadth Draught 

Gun-deck. Actual keel. extreme. of water. Tons. 

---- -
Confiance, 
Linnet, B 
Chubb, Cut 

Ft. In. Ft. In. Ft. In. Ft. In. 
146 3 138 0 .J6 ]i 7 10 83] 
8~ Of 75 0 '26 6i 7 6 260 
60 0 55 0 20 0 "6 6 ]10 

Fincb.. Cut 58 0 54 6 19 3 6 0 102 

So that the gross tonnage of these " four large 
ships" scarcely exceeds the tonnage of a single 
American "36-gun frigate." (See p. 62.)
This will be the proper place to introduce, from 
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. the "Burlington Centinel," an Amel'ican pa
per published on the .borders of Lake Cham
plain, the following paragraph: 

"The Britis~ large ship taken by Commo
dore Macdonough is repaired and painted. She 
is undoubtedly one of the finest ships of her 
class in the British navy, mounting twenty eight 
long double fortified 24s, with locks, and carry
ing' in the whole, 39 guns: she is 460 feet in 
length, 40 feet in breadth; presenting a most 
formidable battery, and which, if it had been 
managed with the skill of a Macdonough, was 
sufficient of itself, to have captured or destroyed 

the whole of our fleet,"-Here, the reader dis
covers a typographical error; making the Con
fiance more than double the length of the largest 
ship that ever was built !-This is from the same 
paper, that over-rated the number of British 
officers. The Americ"ans are very happy in their 
mistakes of this sort ; seldom erring on the 
wrong' side. 

The British gun-boats were very inferior ves
sels of the kind; not two-thirds the size of the 
American ones, nor half so well equipped. An 
average of 45" tons, will be an over-estimate of 
their measurement. 
"" The size of the American vessels comes, next, 
under. consideration. As far as the British 
officers could judg-e, the Saratoga was of the 
same length and breadth as the COli fiance; but 
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her draught of water, 12 feet and upwards, in
-stead of 7 feet 10 inches. The principal differ
ence was, that the Saratoga had top-sides con
siderably stouter than those of the Con fiance, 
and no useless poop or top-gallant forecastle. 
Admitting. a trifling superiority of size in the 
Con fiance, 800 tons will be a fair estimate for 
the Saratoga. ·We may judge through what a 
false medium the Americans have viewed the 
Confiance, by the following extorted confession 
of a Boston reviewer, while remarking' upon 
MI'. Corney's painting of this " memorabie 
contest:" -" The artist has made use of a stra
tagem to flatter the public, in representing the 
Englishjrigate, which vms commanded by Com
modore Downie, of disproportionate size, parti
cularly in the second painting." 

The brig Eagle is about similar in size to the 
Lawrence or Niagara on Lake Erie, say 450 
tons. As to the schooner Ticonderoga, the 
American papers, at ·the time of her launch, an
nounced her as a fine vessel of about· 400 tOllS; 

and the gallies 01' gun-boats, particularly the 
six new ones, ,,,ere described as very superior 
vessels. These must have been, at least 85 tons 
each; while 70 tons may serv.e for the average of 
the remaining four. The Preble is stated to be 
a similar vessel to the Chubb and Finch. 

The cutter Finch, having, while proceeding to 
her station, got fast aground; and then become 
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engaged with the A merican battery on Crab 
island, no more took part in the action with 
Commodore Macdonough's squadron, than the 
American sloops Montgomery and President, of 
10 guns each, described by an American paper, 
the "Watcltman," as having also formed partofhi~ 
force on that lake. As to the British gun-boats, 
only three out of the ten, engaged at all; and 
they, being unsupported, were soon compelled 
to retreat. . Although the American batteries on 
shore, it is believed, did not fire, except at the 
Finch, (and yet, whence came the hot shot that 
struck the Saratoga?) they could completely 
cover the American gun-boats, in case any at
tempt had been made to carry them by board
ing; and Mr. Corney's celebrated painting, ac
cording to the " Key" of it, represents, besides 
"Commodore Downie's big ship Confiance,"
" American militia ready to assist," in case 
any of the British vessels had got on. shore. In 
this 'Very painting, is also seen, the American 
sloops Montgomery and President, at anchor, 
close to the scene of action.· Under aU these 
circumstances, neither the cutter Finch, nor' 
mOre than ha1f the united force of the British 
gun-boats will be considered as having had any 
share in the action. At the same time, no notice 
will be taken of the Amer~can sloops Montgo
mery and President, the batteries on shore, or 
t~e "militia ready to assist." 
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CQ1nparative force of the two squadrons. 

. British. 

Broadside-metal {long guns, 
in pouuds, carronades, 

Complements of mel1 and boys, 
Size in tons, 

507 
258 

-.- 765 

AmericlIT\q 

588 
606 
-- 1194. 

950 
2540 

Here, then, are the "fearful odds," to which, 
!;my the Americans,-" our sq uadron was op .. 
posed. "-Had not the British the better reason 
to exclaim against "fearful odds" ?-and this, 
without computing the unfitted state of the 
Con fiance, or the motley crews with which she 
and the other British vessels were manned? 

Having seen a whole year's adulation be .. 
stowed upon one "illustrious hero," for making. 
free with Nelson's language, Commodore Mac. 
donough resolved to begin his official letter in 
the same strain. He knew that nothing would 
stamp a falsehood with cl,lrrency, equal to a pious 
expression.-He, too, must proclaim his fleet. 
'Victory "a signal" one. Then, the Confiancet 

he calls a " frigate," and the two cutters, "sloops 
of war"; his falsehoods equalling, in number, 
the lines of his letter! 

" After the battle ceased," says an American 
paper, " some citizens went On board, to com· 
plirnent the commodore, who very seriously re .. ' 
plied, that no praise was due to him, but to the 
Almighty, who had decided the contest, contrary, 
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to his expe~tation, and-all human probability." 
What consummate hypocrisy! 

The sentence of the court-martial upon Cap. 
tain Pring and his o fii(:ers , while it honorably 
acquits them, points,clearly, to the source whence 
the disaster originated. (App. Nos. 94. and 95.) 
Charges were preferred by Sir James Lucas Yeo 
against his late excellency, Sir George Prevost; 
but the latter departed this life previous to the day 
of trial. The following is a list of the charges: 
, " I.-For having, on or about the 11th of 
September, 1814, by holding out the expecta
tion of a co-operation of the army under his 
command, induced Captain Downie, late of his 
majesty's ship Confiance, to attack the Ameri
can squadron on Lake Champlain, when it was 
hjghly imprudent to make such attack without 
the coyoperation of the land forces, and for not 
having afforded-that co-operation.') 
~".;' 2.-For not having stormed the American 

work on shore, at nearly the same time that the 
said naval action commenced, as he had given 
Captain Downie reason to expect." 

" 3 . ...,....For having disregarded the signal for co. 
operation, which had been previously agreed 
upon." 

" 4-For not having attacked the enemy on 
shore, either during the said naval action, or after 
it was ended; whereby his majesty's naval squad
rpn, .under the command of Captain Downie, 
might have been saved." 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

President, accompanied. by a store-ship, leaves New 
York for the bay of Bengal-Strikes on a m1J,d. 
bank-Gets off, and pursues her course-Falls 
in with a British squadron-Is engaged by the 
Endymion, singly-Cuts away the latter's sails, 
and tries to escape-Bndymion bends fresh sails, 
and resumes the chase-Pomone and Tenedos 
come up with tile President-Pomone fires
President shews a light, and surrenders without 
,'etltrning the fi~'e-Tenedos talces possession
AmeTican accounts of the affair-Endymion's 
damages-Fore-sail strippedfrom theyaTd by a 
chain-shot-Endymion's loss-P1'esident's da
mages and loss-No one hUd by the Pomone's 
fire-Endymion's force in guns and nun-Pre
sident's also-Commodore IJccaill1' and the edi
tor of the Bermuda Gazette-Dimensions of lite 

two vessels-Sia£f'ment of comparative force-:
Renwrlcs thereon. 

ON the afternoon of the 14th of January, 
1815, the U. S. frigate President, Commodore 
Decatur, left New Yark upon a cruize in the bay 
of Bengal; the Peacock and .Hornet to join her 
at the island of Tristran cl' Acunha. The Pre-
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sident was accompanied by the armed brig Ma
cedonian, laden with naval stores and supplies. 
On going out, the President struck on a mud. 
bank; and, whatever the commodore, or the 
court of inquiry, (App. Nos. 103 and 105,) may 
·have found it convenient to say, got off without 
any material damage. The two vessels pursued 
their course; and, about an. hour before day
light on the morning of the 15th, were disco
vered by the British squadron that was cruizing 
off New York. 

Fortunately, an extract from the Endymion's 
log-book has appeared in print. This docu
ment contains a circumstantial account of the 
day's proceedings; and bears upon the face of it 
the clearest evidence of authenticity. 

" At day-light in the morning," says the ex
tract, " all sail set in chase of a stmnge ship 
and brig in the east; wind N. W. and by N. 
Majestic, Tenedos, and Pomone, in company. 
Passed a-head of our squadron fast. At 1 P.M. 
all hands at quarters, gaining fast on the chase, 
and leaving the squadron. At 1. 18. observed 
the chase !o throw over-board spars, casks, &c. 

" At 2. the chase commenced firing from her 
stern-guns. At 2. 30. returned the enemy's fire 
from our bow-guns. At 2. 39. a shot from the 
enemy came through the head of the larboard 
fore-Iower-studding-sail, foot of the main-sail, 
through the stern of the barge on the booms, 
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and going through the quarter-deck, lodged 011 

the main, without doing any other damage. 
The chase keeping up a quick fire from hel' 
stern-guns, returned it as our bow-guns could 
be brought to bear. 

"At 4. 10. shot away the enemy'sjib-halyards. 
At 4. 20. shot away the enemy's fore-top-galla~t
sheet; the enemy luffing occasionally, to bring 
his stern-guns to bear. Gaining fast on the 
chase; observed that our shot did considerable 
execution, the enemy's shot passing over us. At 
5.10. gained the enemy's starboard-quarter, and 
preserved the position; evidently galling him 
muell. 

" At 5. 30. the enemy brailed up his spanker 
and bore away, shewing a disposition to cross 
our bow and rake us. Put the helm hard a-wea
ther, to meet this manreuvre; and brought the 
enemy to close action in a parallel line of sail
ing. At 6. 4. the enemy commenced firing 
musketry from his tops; returned it with the 
marine-party. Hauled up occasionally, to close 
the enemy, without losing the bearing of our 
broadside; enemy now distant half musket
shot. Our sails a~d rigging much cut; the ene· 
my's fire slackening considerably. 

" At 6. 40. the enemy hauled up, apparently 
to avoid our fire. Succeeded in giving him two 
raking broadsides, and then hauled up a]so; 
~gain placil1g ourselves on his starboard-quarter\ 
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At 7. 15. the enemy shot away our boat from 
the larboard-quarter, and lower, and main-top~ 
gallant, studding-sails. 

" At 7. 18. the enemy not returning our fire. 
At 7. 25. the enemy kept more away, and re~ 
commenced firing. At 7. 30. the enemy shot 
away the larboard main-top-mast-studding-sail, 
and main-brace. At 7. 32. the enemy hauled 
suddenly to the wind. Trimmed sails, and 
again obtained the advantage of giving him a 
raking fire; which he returned with one shot 
from his stern-gun. The enemy much shattered. 
At 7. 40. the enemy kept more away, firing at 
intervals. 
~ " At 7. 58. the enemy ceased firing. Ob .. 
served him to shew a light; called an hands to 
bend l1e\V sails, &c. Conceiving that the enemy 
had struck, ceased firing. At 8. 10. observed 
two of our squadron coming up. At 8.52. new 
courses, main-top-sail, jib, fore-top-mast-stay
sail, and spanker, bent, and sails trimmed, 
ranging up with th~ chase. 

"At 9.5. observed one of our squadron run 
up on the larboard-beam of the enemy, and fire 
jnto her; which was not returned, but the light 
hoisted higher in the rigging.· The ship of our 
squadron ceased firing, a,nd shot a-head. At 
9. 45. hailed by the Tenedos; acquainted her 
of our not having a boat that could be hoisted 
out. Tenedos took possession of the chase." 
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The motionless state of the Endymion, while 
bending six new sails, reeving fresh rigging, &c. 
enabled the Pomone and Tenedos to pass a-head 
of her: the latter within hail. When these 
ships approached the Presideat, she was stand
ing to the eastward under a press of sail. The 
Pomone fired a broadside; which hurt no one, 
and was not returned. The President shortened 
sail, and luffed close up., shewing a light in her 
mizen-rigging; at the same time, hailing to say, 
she had surnmdered. The Pomone, not hearing 
this, and mistaking the object of the light, fired 
a second broadside; l,,'hich, similar to the first, 
neither hurt anyone, nor was returned. The 
President, after again hailing, that she had sur
rendered, hauled down the light; and the Po. 
mone did not fire again. The Tenedos had a 

fine raking position a-stern of the ~resident: 

but Captain Parker,. believing she had struck 
to the Endymion, did not fire a shot: he merely 
sent a boat to take possession; and his officer 
was the first, on board. 

This was at 11 o'clock at night. At three
quarters past 12, the Endymion, nearly as fresh 
as when she began the combat, got up to the 
President; but the Majestic, although the ships 
were laying-to for her, did not join until 3 in 
the morning. 

The first American account of the President'1,I 
loss, published, was an extract of a letter from 
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Commodore Decatur to his wife. After detail. 
ing his action with the Endymion, he says:
" In three hours the Pomone and Tenedos were 
alongside, and the Majestic and Endymion close 

to us, All that w~s now left for me to do was, 
to receive the fire of the nearest ships, and sur
render; for it was in vai.l to contend with the 
whole squadrou."-Commodore Decatur had, 
no doubt, the same reason for using the word 
'. ships" instead of "ship," that Commodore 
Perry had, for substituting" their" for" her;" 
when, in his letter, he was describing the effect 
of the Detroit's fire, upon the Lawrence. (See 
p.292.) 

Another published letter is from" an officer, 
whose situation on board the President, gave 
him an opportunity of witnessing every event 
that occurred during the action." He, alone, has 
had the hardihood to say,-" when, after receiv
ing and returning a broadside, our flag was 
struck." Another officer says, "after receiving 
four or five broadsides from the Pomone, &c." 

At last, comes Commodore Decatur's official 
letter, which is to clear up all disputed points. 
(App. No. 103.)-" We (the President and En
dytnion) continued engaged," says the commo
dore, "steering south, two hours and a half, 
when we completely succeeded in dismantling 
her. Previously to her dropping entirely out of 
the action, there were intervals of minutes, when 
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the ships were broadside, in which she did not 
fire ,I, ~HL." - \Ve have here an admission, 
that the President and Endymion engaged for 
"two houl's and a half."-" Dismantling" a 
ship, is far too extensive a term, for destroying 
a few sails; and which were all renewed in less 
than an hour. When finding fault with the 
Endymion's slow firing, had the commodme 
seen the reports of the President's carpenter and 
surgeon ?-Where was his boasted" head of in
telligence," at the mome"ut he penned this para
graph? 

He next tells us, that he was compelled to 
" abandon" the Endymion. And Captain Le
joille told us, -that he was prevented, at the bat
tle of the Nile; from taking possession of 
the Bellerophon. (App. No.3.) Which is the 
most impudent assertion ?-The commodore 
then says :-" In resuming our former course 
for the purpose of avoiding the squadron, we 
were compelled to present our stern to our an
tagonist; but such was his state, though we 

were thus exposed, and within range of his guns, 
for half anhonr, that he did not avail himself 
of this favorable opportunity of raking us." 

" Here is a charge a~ainst the British ship! 
Although the EndYlllion, ,by her loss of sails, 
was fixed to one spot for nearly an hour; during 
which time the President, with every stitch of 
canvass set, and a fine breeze, had "resumed 
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her course," and was running away, still the 
latter was within range of the former's guns for 
~' half an hour." Preposterous as this asser
tion is, it fonns one of the "proofs," upon 
which theAmerican court of inquiry has decreed, 
that H the Endymion was subdued." (App. 
No. 105.) The reason why the Endymion did 
not fire at the President, at the moment the 
)a~ter's stern was first IJresented to her, appears 
ill the log-extract, thus :-" At 7. 58. the enemy 
ceased firing. Observed him to shew a light; 
called all hands to bend new sails, &c. Con"" 
ceiving that the enemy had struck, ceasedfiring." 
( , We shaH see presently, that the Cyane shewed 

11 lig'ht, as a signal of surrender to theConsti..; 
tutiOll. The same has been done by other Bri. 
tish ships. (Nav. Chmn. vol. xxv. p. 163.)-> 

According to the testimony of Mr. Bowie, the 
President's late school-master, taken upon oath 
before the surrogate at Bermuda, Commodore 
Decatur himself hoisted a light, as a signal of 
surrendcr. "When the tw-O ships were coming 
up," says Mr. Bowie, '~a light was hoisted in 
the inizen-rigging of the President, as this de
ponent conceived, at the time, as an ensign or 
flag; but, as he afterwards had reason to helieve, 
as a si'gn . thai they had surrendered; fm' this 
deponent observed to the cornmodore, that, as 
long as that light was hoisted, the ships would 
fire; upon "'pich Commodore Decatur o~'dered 

F F 



434 NAVAL OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

it to be taken down."-The account of the Pre
sident's capture, published by the Pomone's 
" gun-room officers," states: " A few minutes 
previous to our closing her, she hoisted a light 
?-baft; which, in night-actions, substitutes the 
ensign." It can only be said, then, that, by the 
Pomone's officers and the President's school .. 
mastel', a light was considered as the substitute 
of an ensign, and by Captain Hope and Com
modore Decatur, as a signal of submission. 
That a light was shewn to the Endymion, has 
not been denied. For, although Commodore 
Decatur, full seven weeks after the action, pub
lished a supplementary letter, (App. No. 104,) 
wherein he refers to some immaterial statements 
contained in the H Bermuda Gazette," he passes 
over, in silence, the editor's assertion, that " at 
8 o'clock the President ceased firing, and shewed 
a light." 

The strongest evidence of the President's not 
having struck to the Endymion, appears in lVIr. 
Bowie's deposition :-" The President, be did not 
consider as having surrendered exclusively to 
the Emlymion, for from her they might have 
escaped; and with her, had she been alone, they 
should have engaged again." 

Admitting, therefore, that the Endymion 
dropped a-stern, on account of her principal 
sails being cut away; and that the President, 
having her sails entire, took that opportunity to 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 435 

quit her opponent; to what ship or ships, did 
the President surrender? The Pomone's gun
room officers say thus: "At ll, being within 
gun-shot of the President, who V!'aS still steering 
to the eastward under a presf't of sai), with royal, 
top-gallant, top-mast, and lower studding. sails 
set ; finding how much we outsailed her, our 
studding-sails were taken in; and, immediately 
afterwards, we luffed-to port, and fired our star .. 
board-broadside. The enemy, then, also luffed 
to-port, bringing his larboard-broadside to bear, 
which was momentarily expected, as a few mi
nutes previous to our closing her, she hoisted a',

light a-baft ; which, in night actions, substitutes 
the ensign. Our second broadside was fired, 
and the President still luffing up as if intent to 
layus on board, we hauled close to-port, bracing 
the yards up, and setting the main-sail. The 
broadside was again ready to fire into his bows, 
raking, when she hauled down the light; and 
we hailed, demanding, if she had surrendered. 
The reply was in the affirmative; and the firing 
instantly ceased." 

This is confirmed by the President's schoo]
master. He says: -" When the Endymion 
dropped a.stern, we were confident of escaping. 
Shortly after, discovered two ships coming up, 
Pomone and Tenedos; when Commodore De
catur ordered aU hands below to take care of 
their bags. One of the ships commenced firing; 

F F '2 
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and Commodore Decatur called out, 'We {wve 
surrendered;' and gave this deponent the trum
pet to hail, and say, they had surrendered. The 
Pomone's fire did damage to the rigging; but 
neither killed nor wounded any person. The Pre
sident did not return the Pomone's fire; but 
hoisted a flag in the mizen-rigging, as a sign of 
submission." 
c The Pomone's account states, that " the Te
nedos, who was not more than three miles off, 
soon afterwards came up, and assisted the Po
mone in securing the prize, and removing the pri
ioners." But the American officer, who transmit. 
ted the Pomone's hand-bill to the United States j 

$ays: " When the President struck, the Tenedos 
was on our stern, and the Pomone on our bow, 
both within musket-shot. The ship was first 
boarded by the boats of the Tenedos. "-" With these 
~xceptions,"-the American officer adds,-" the 
POlll(;me'S account is essentially correct." 

Commodore Decatur, in his deposition, says: 
" 1 fought the Endymion 2t hours. After which 
she dropped a-stern, and I surrendered only to 
the Tenedos and Pomone." And, in another 
part of the sam6l deposition, he says: ".Resist .. 
ance was made against the Endymion for zt 
hours, after which the Endymion dropped out 
of the fight. The nex~ ships coming up, 2~ 
hours after the action with the Endymion, were 
the Pomone and Tenedos; and to those two 
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,ships the President was surrendered. The Po
,mone had commenced her fire within musket. 
· shot. The Tenedos did not fire at the time of 
such surrender. The Majestic was in sight also; 
the Endymion was then out of sight. No other 

· ships besides those named, were then seen from 
· the President." 

Lieutenant John Gallagher, of the President, 
swears, that" the President surrendered to Ma
jestic, Pomone, Tenedos, and Endymion. It 
was; only because Commodore Decatur supposed 
the Pomone to be the Majestic, that he surren
dered, when he did."-And Lieutenant Levi 
Twiggs, in his deposition, says: "We fought 
the Endymion from 3.} to 4-i- hours; and sur
rendered to Pomone, supposing her Majestic." 

Commodore Decatur, in the letter to his wife, 
places the Majestic and Endymion, at the mo
ment of his surrender, close to him. In his 
official letter, he describes the former as within, 
and the latter as out of, gun-shot. In his de
position before the surrogate, he removes the 
.Endymion "out of sight;" and speaks of the 
Majestic, as merely" in sight." And, while he 
.here swears, that '( no' other ships" than the 
.Pomone~ Tenedos, and M:~jestic, ~'were then 
seen from the President," he, in his official letter, 
includes the "Despatch brig," as part of the 
" squadron" to which he surrendered. Here is 
vaccillation! 
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The Majestic's distance from the President, 
when the Jatter surrendered, may be conceived, 
from tht' fact (asserted in the Pomone's "hand
bill account," and confirmed by the American 
officer who enClosed it to his friend) of her not 
joining the squadron till " three in the morn
ing;" and this, although the other ships were 
waiting for her to come up. Commodore De
catur himself truly presaged a " dark night:" 
of which the Endymion's being "out of sight" 
was the natural consequence. According to the 
before-mentioned confirmed account, that ship~s 
absence from the squadron was not delayed be
yond H three;.quarters past 12;" although the 
commodore has extended it to "three hours 
after the surrender of the President"; which 
would be 2 in the morning. And the sentence 
of the court of inquiry, even assumes as afact, 
"that the Endymion did not join the squadron, 
till many hours after the President had been 
surrounded by the four other ships, and had sur
rendered to them." 

After all that has been said about the Presi .. 
dent's capture, it is confirmed, that the only 
two ships, between which any firing was ex
changed, were the Endymion and President. 
Every captured merchant-ship, over whom a 
shot is fired to bring herto,...;.even the U. S. ship 
Frolic, captured by the Orpheus,-has a right 
to call her surrender-" a conflict,"-" contest," 
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-" engagement,"-if Commodore Decatur, and 
his court, are correct in calling so,-the hvo 
harmless, unreturned broadsides fired at him by 
the Pomone. It is indifferent, whether or not 
the President struck, in the first instance, to the 
Endymion. It is not denied, that the two 
ships, uninterrupted by any others, fought, 
" broadside to broadside," for two hours and a 
half; and the plain tale of Mr. Bowie, the Pre
sident's school-master, proves clearly, that, when 
the American ship hauled up from the Endy
mion, at 8 o'clock, her men-to use a familiar 
phrase-had had enough,. and that the com ... 
modore was determined to surrender, without 
further resistance, to the first ship of the squa
dron that should come within gun-shot. 

:-3~/i In the commodore's waiting to deliyer his 
sword to " the senior officer of the squadron," 
we recognize an old trick, frequently prac

, tised, when a second British cmizer has come 
~ up, after the enemy had received as hearty a 

drubbing as the President got from the En-
dytnion. The commodore's snbsequent con
duct, in trying to rob Captain Hope of the 
merit of his gallant performance, proves, that 
his sword's being "with politeness returned," 
only adds another to the many instances of mis
appli~ation of British magnanimity. 

Is not the commodore sufficiently well ac. 
quainted with the British prize-act, to know, 
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that everyone of his mCljesty's ships, 1I1 sight at 
the commencement of the chase, or the final 
surrender, of a prize, is, whether she co-operates 
or not, entitled to share? .For tbat reason, and 
not to prove that the President fought more than 
one ship, the word "squadron" was inserted 
in that insignificant" document," the commo~ 
clore's "parole." 

The Endymion's damages in the action nere 
confined to the destruction of the only two boats 
she had on board, and considerable injury to 
her spars, sails, and rigging. An American 
chain-shot cut away twelve or fourteen cloths 
of her fore-sail; stripping it almost from the 
yard. The conlluodore's first letter, although 
written on board the Endymion, mentions no
thing of that ship's damages from his fire, be
yond his having "dismantled" her. His se. 
cond, or supplementary letter, states only that; 
after the action, "she bent new sails, rove new 
l"igging, and fished her spars." Yet the sentence 
of the court of inquiry tells us of the "shat .. 
tered condition" of the Endymion. - Sure]y, 
"tattered" must have been the word used, bu~ 
miscopied by the printer. 

The Endymion lost 11 seamen and marines 
ki11ed, and Ll seamen and marines wounded; 
total 25. No office,' was hurt. How easy it 
was for Commodore Decatur, when desirous to 
mention the Endymion's loss, to say: " Her 
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()fficers assert, that she lost eleven killed, and fOUl'.;" 
teen wounded" ;-and then, jf he discredited the 
statement,-', hut I think her loss was greater." 
. Instead of wiJich, he set his countrymen to cal
culating, how many dead men could be thrown. 
overboard in the course of " 36 hours;" how 
many cubic feet there \-vere in the space" be:.. 
tween the cabin-bulk-head and the main-mast" 
of a large frigate; and how many "badly 
wounded" could be there stowed. Captain 
Hope, much to his honor, chose to give his late 
gallant shipmates, Christian burial; and the 
season of the year justified him in deferring the 
ceremony, till the crew were at leisure. 

The damages which the President sustained 
in her hull, are fully set forth in No. 107. in the 
Appendix. This is what the court of inq uiry calls 
" little inj ury." A ship, riddled as the Presi
dent was, both above and below water, might 
wen have had " six feet water in the hold." 
Five or six of her guns were completely disabled; 
and, although her spars were all standing, her 
lower-masts .were badly crippled.-These the 
President lost, on the 17th, in a violent gale of 
wind from the eastward. Several of her guns 
were then thrown overboard; and, considering 
the battered state of hel' hull, it was a mercy she 
did n{)t founder. The Endymion suffered by 
the same gale, losing her fore and main-masts, and 
bowsprit; the two former, o"ving chiefly to the 
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rigging, where it had been knotted after the 
action, giving way. She also threw several of 
her guns overboard. 

The President's loss in the action, by the 
acknowledgement of her officers when at Ber
muda, consisted of 3 lieutenants, and 32 seamen 
and marines, killed; her commander, (very 
slightly,) master, 2 midshipmen, and 66 seamen 
and marines, wounded; total l05.-Commodore 
Decatur, writing his officialleUer on board the 
Endymion, was unable, as he states, (App. 
No. 103,) to give a correct return of his loss. 

In his first letter, there is not a word of II 
single man having been hurt by the Pomone's 
fire. But, when the commodore returns to New 
York, and meets with rather a cooler reception 
than he experienced on his arrival there, about 
two years previous, with the Macedonian, 
British frigate, he finds it necessary, to give the 

. thing, if possible, a tinge of the brilliant. He 
recollects that Mr. Henry Robinson, the Presi
dent's chaplain, and a " volunteer" 'on her 
quarter-deck, deposed before the surrogate at 
Eermuda, that "the l:>omone's fire, which con
tinued aboutfifteen minutes, did kill some men." 
The commodore therefore commences his supple
mentary letter with,-" In my official letter of 
the 18th of Janu31'Y, I omitted to state, that a 
considerable number of my killed and wounded 
was from the fire of the Pomone." 
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Let us endeavour to investigate this . after
·thought of the commodore's. That a " chap
'lain" should swear, or even speak, falsely, is 
difficult of belief; but that the chaplain of an 
-American ship of war is not quite so sacred a 
character as he ought to be, was made evident 
in the case of the chaplain of the Essex frigate. 
(Quarterly Review, vol. xiii. p. 3.58.) And was 
it not the President's chaplain, who wrote to his 
friends, that that ship returned the broadside 
fired at her just before she surrendered ?-So it 
was stated in the American prints. On the 
other hand, in flat contradiction to the chaplain, 
the schoolmaster swears, that the Pomone's fire 
~'neither killed nor wounded any person, nor 
was returned by the President." Mr. Bowie, 
too, was on the quarter-deck, as well as the 
"volunteer." The fact of only one shot having 
~iltered the President's larboard side, (App. 
No. 107.) which was that opposed to the Pomone, 
corroborates Mr. Bowie's statement, of no man 
having been hurt. But, it may be asked,
whel'e is the "correct return" of the President's 
loss, which was to be made out by Commodore 
Decatur upon his arrival in port?-And why 
is the term " considerable" preferred, to the 
~ctual number of men, if any, killed and 
wounded by the Pomone ?-The interval between 
.8 and 11 o'clock, was too long for any difficulty 
or confusion to arise, in separating the loss that 
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,had been sustained by the Endymion's, from 
jhat said to have been sustained by the POi' 

mone's fire; and that Commodore Decatur, be
fore he wrote his official letter, had received his 
surgeon's return, whether correct or not, is evi:
dent, from his noticing the return, in that very 
letter. Under all these circumstances, the Pre
sident's severe loss in killed and wounded, will 
be considered as having been wholly effected by 
the Endymion's fire. 

The Endymion mounted twenty six long 24-
pounders upon the main-deck; twenty two car
.ronades, 32-pounders, one 12-pound boat-car
ronade, and a long brass IS-pounder, upon 
the quarter-deck and forecastle; total, 50 guns. 

,The boat-carronade was mounted upon an ele
yating carriage; and could therefore be fought 
upon the broadside. Not so the long 18. That 
was run out at either of the bow-ports, as a 
chase-gun; for which purpose only, it could be 
used, the ship having no vacant broadside-port. 

On the 21st of September, a few days before 
she left Halifax N. S. the Endymion victualled 
239 of ship's company, (officers included,) 60 
marines, and 27 boys. She had 6 men absent in 
a prize, and one man sick at the hospital; mak
ing-, when they joined a complement of 333; 
about 17 short of her establishment. The num
ber killed in action with the Prince of Neuf. 
chatel American-privateer, in October, and the 
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wounded afterwards sent on board the Saturn, 
amounted to 60; and those lent by the Saturn, 
in retul'll, (being one lieutenant, 4 midshipmen, 
3 able seamen, 25 ordinary seamen and land-~ 
men, and 5 marines,) to 58. Consequently, to: 
make the Endymion's complement what her 
6fficers state it to have been, when she com
menced action with the President, Captain 
Hope must have pressed 15 men. She then 
would have 319 men, and 27 boys; total 346. 

Commodore Decatur was on board the Endy
mion upwards of a fortnight; and, in his inter
course with her officerR, must have heard of the: 
affair with the privateer, and the severe loss it 
6ccasioned, as well as of the Endymion's wounded 
having been sent away in the Saturn, and of 
that ship having sent a draught of men in lieu 
of them. But, determined to act consistently, he 
conceals all his information, except that respect
ing the Saturn's men; and then, in his supple
mel1tary letter, tens the public, that " the En
dymion had on board, in addition to her own 
crew, one lieutenant, one master's mate, and 50 
men, belonging to the Saturn." 
Th~ President mounted thirty long 24-pound

ers upon the main-deck, fourteen carronades, 
42-pounders, one long 24-pounder, as a shifting 
gun, and a brass 8-incll howitzer, fitted on a 
traversing carriage, upon the quarter-deck; and 

si~ ca1'l'onades, 42-poundel's, and o~e long 24-
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pounder, shifting gun, upon the forecastle; two 
brass 4-pounders in her fore, the same in her 
main, and one in her mizen, top, all on pivots: 
making a total of 58 guns; of which 33 were 
fought upon the broadside. 

Lieutenant Gallagher of the President, swore 
that she mounted "5'2 guns"; and CommodOl'e 
Decatm', the same, "besides a boat-gun."-A 
pretty" boat-gun" truly!-The same, no doubt, 
the commodore would have called the great 
Turkish bomb in St. James's Park, had it been 
on board. the President.-Howitzers and mortars 
are not described by the weight of the shot they, 
can throw, but by their diameters in inches. 
(See p, 5.) The bore of a 68-pound carronade 
is 8 inches in diameter, so was the bore of the Pre
sident's howitzer, And, if an iron round shot, 
weighing 68 pounds, were deemed more destruc
tive than a shell, fined with combustibles, weigh
ing ,19 pounds, the former would be discbarged 
from an 8-inch howitzer. That it is the diame
ter, rather than the weight of a shot, that ought 
to guide us in appreciating its effects, has al
ready been shewn. (See p. 11.) The President's 
8-inch howitzer, therefore, will be estimated as 
a 58-pounder. The American officers appear to 
exclude from the armament of their own ship, 
not only the" boat-gun," but th~ guns stationed 
in the tops. Why so ?-Are cannon less de
structive, pointed directly upon the enemy's 
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deck from that eminence, than if fought through 
ports in the usual way? In every case, British 
as well as American, where a· ship's top-guns 
exceed, in caliber, a swivel, or half-pounder, 
they will be estimated as part of her broadside
force. 

The prisoners received from the President by 
the agent at Bermuda, amounted to 434; in
cluding 3 01' 4 boys. Some of the badly wounded 
had died in the passage, and others were not fit 
to be removed. It was reported, that a midship
man had poisoned himself; and that 12 seamen 
had jumped overboard; in both cases, on ac
c~unt of their being British subjects, probably 
deserters. Without computing them at all; 
but, taking the 35 killed in action, 8 for such 
as had died since, 01' were not removable, and 
the 434 prisoners received, we have 477 for the 
President's complement. This corresponds eXN 
actly with the only paper found on board the 
President, her "Watch-bill;" which contains the 
names of 477 persons, as doing the duty of the 
ship. The" New York Evening Post," of 
January 26, 1815, speaking of the President's 
loss, says: " She had a picked crew of 500 men." 
It is seldom that American editors over-rate the 
crews of their ships. 

Commodore Decatur and Lieutenant Gallagher 
both deposed, that the President" had 450 men"; 
and the former affected to be surprised at the 
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number of prisoners in the hands of Mr. Miller, 
the agent. Feeling how much it needed an ex
planation, the commodore made some excuse 
about persons having' come on board, without 
his knowledge, as passengers,. although he had 
just done swearing, that "there were no passen
g~rs on board the President."-As to Lieutenant 
Gallagher, an error of 30 or 40 units does not 
appear to trouble him. He,in the same depo
sition, swore the President was 1400 tons; al
though Commodore Decatur had sworn to her 
being 1440; and she really was 1444, American. 

The President's men were very tall and stout; 
and, in the opinion of several British office.rs. 
whose ships were lying in Bermuda, there were 
among them ma"y British seamen. Mistakes, 
however, may happen; and it is better for the 
guilty to escape, than the innocent to suffer. 
Besides, it was then known at Bermuda that 
peace had been signed; which prevented tha.t 
scrutiny among the President's men, that other
wise would have taken place. Commodore 
Decatur, in his deposition, certainly swore, that 
there were " no British subjects" on board the 
President, when captured. No more there wo~ld 
have been, had her whole crew consisted of 
British deserters, provided each man could have 
produced a '~protection." He is theli ycleped 
"citizen of the United States of America"; and 
no American will refuse to swear, that such a 
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man, although notoriously born in Great Britain7 

is not a British subject. As applied to the Ame~ 
ricans, the registrar, or person putting the stand~ 
iug interrogatory, should have substituted "na
tives of the United Kingdom" for "British sub
jects"; and then, if at -all scrupulous about an 
oath, the American officer would seldom an
swer by an unqualified negative . 

. Commodore Decatur, in his supplementary 
letter, after dwelling upon the expression in his 
"parole," as a proof that he "was captured by 
the squadron," alludes to a statement in the 
Bermuda Gazette. - "The fact" 'vas, indeed, 
" stated differently" in that paper; which gav~ 
a simil:;}!' account, in substance, to that contained 
in the extract from the EndJl~ion's log; nor was 
the editor, either" compelled," or even asked, 
"to retract" what he had stated. But here was 
the galling" fact." The Bermuda Gazette, of the 
ht of February, had asserted that" 68 men were 
discovered stowed away" on board the President . 
. Commodore Decatur gave his honor it was not 
so; and Mr. Ward was induced to apologize. 

The Bermuda Gazette of the 16th (If March, 
however, declared that the original statement 
was correct; and that the act had been author· 
ised by Commodore Decatur himself. Upon 
this, the governor of the island desired the editor 
to retract what he had said in confirmation of 
his first assertion. But, relying more upon th~ 

GG 



450 NAVAL OCCURRENCES HETWEI::N 

word of a British lieutenant'*', than the honor Of 
an American commodore, Mr. Ward flatly re
fused; and was, in consequence, dismissed from 
his office of king's printer.~Upon receiving the 
American paper, containing Commodore Deca
tur's supplementary letter, the editor of the Ga
zette made the following observations: 

" As to his reference to ourselves, we should 
treat it with the contempt it deserves, did he riot, 
by uttering as base a falsehood as ever was im
posed upon the world, endeavour to induce a 
belief, that our original statement of the cal)ture 
of the President was incorrect.-It was in conse
quence of some observations we had made, occa· 
-sioned by the concealment of sixty eight men, and 
which contained some severe reflections upon the 
officers of the President, that we were requested 
to smooth it over; nor can Commodore Deca
tur be so unpardonably ignorant, as to suppose, 
that a British editor could be compelled to reo 
tract a statement founded on truth.-We are con· 
vinced it 'was never expected, that what was in
tended as a mere palliative for the irritated feel
ings of men who were prisoners, would have been 
produced as an argument in an official letter; 
and, if a misapplied delicacy of sentiment, im~ 
pelled Captain Hope to urge the step we took, 
Commodore DecatUl' should have jusly appreci
ated the noble principle upon which he acted, 

Y: Now Capt. the Hon. G. I. Percenl. 
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and should have considered our compliance, as 
a well-meant endeavom to render his situation 
as comfortable as we could. But it appears to 
have been his misfortune, that he could not feel 
the delicate attentions which were paid him.
As for ourselves, we never possessed, and we now 
disclaim, the least degree of private animosity 
against Commodore Decatur, or his officers. In 
the discharge of our public duty, we obtained 
t~e best information relative to their capture; 
and if, in telling a. few plain truths, we hurt 
their feelings, "why let the stricken dee1' go weep." 

. .j, •. The Endymioil was built in 1797; and has 
always been a remarkably fine sailer. She is 
distinguished from all other frigates of her class, 
{except one or two 64-razoos,) by having, upon 
the main..;deck, 26 gun-ports only. She measures 
as follows: 

. ' Length of lower-deck, from rabbit to rabbit, 

;Breadth, extreme, 

Ft. In • 

159 Si 
42 7! 

The President was built at New York in 1797-8 ; 
and cost, says Mr. Clarke, "220,910 dollars, 
8 cents," or 61,363l. 18s. sterling. She is finished 
in a very superior sty Ie, with diagonal knee~, &c. 
has stouter scantling than a British 74-gun ship; 
{see p.18;) and, if we except the American 
Gilerriereand Java, may be considered, ih spite 
of the" hogged and twisted appearance,'? given 
bel' by the sentence of the court. of inq uiry, as 

Go2 
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one of the finest frigates in the world. Her 
full dimensions have already appeared. (See 
p. 126.) 

Comparative force of tile two ships. 

Endymion. 

B d "d I" d {I. guns. 31'2 
faa 81 e-meta 1Il paUll S, L carr. 364-

Complement, 

Size in tons, 

{
men, 
boys, 

-676 
319 

£7 
--346 

H277 

President; 

408 
508 
-- 916 

472-
5 

-- 477 
1533 

The condition of the two ships after the ac
tion, has already exposed Commodore Decatur's 
assertion of " having beaten" the Endymion. 
A statement of the relative force of the two 
ships, now shews; whether or not the force of 
the Endymion was" eq ual" to that of the Presi
dent. Nor has the commodore the excuse of 
ignorance to offer, because he was on board the 
Endymion for several days. His character for 
veracity might be pronounced upon this alone, 
had he left us no other proofs of his effrontery.· 

Seeing ho,:" superior the President was to the 
Endymion, in guns, men, and size; knowing, 
also, that the former was commanded by an ex
perienced officer; manned with a choice, well
trained crew; and lavishly supplied with every 
req uisite appointment, it is not to be supposed, 
that the Endymion's loss would have been so 
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bifling, had she and the President met singly. 
111 that case, the latter would have had no other 
object to divert her attention, or confine her 
rnanreuvres; nor would the spirits of her men 
have been damped by the conviction, that, if 
they did not escape, they nmst be captured.
That the Endymion, however, would, even then, 
have ultimately conquered; the dreadful pre
cision of. her fire, her quickuess in working, and 
evident superiority in sailing, added to the 
established bravery of her officers and crew, are 
strong grounds of belief. 

It is worthy of remark, that Commodore De
catur's letter, announcing the President's cap .. 
ture; was written on board the very &hip, which 
he once expressed himself so anxious to meet, in 
the fl·jgateUnited Statc;s; and it bears date pre
cisely a year and a day after his "very rash" 
letter of chaUenge. (See p. 327.) To complete 
this, as it may be termed, retributive act, the 
identical ships' companies which were parties to 
that cha]](mge, met, and fought, upon the present 
occasion. No .wonder, then, that the action of 
the Endymion and President, should have caused 
among the sticklers for " superior prowess" in 
the United States, emotions so powerful; es .. 
pecial1y, after it became known, beyond dispute, 
that the British, was inferior in force to, the 
Arrieric~n vessel, by nearly a fourth. 

The action between the Endymiol1 and Presir 



454 NAVAL OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

dent has thrown some light upon the actions. 
between the sister-ships of the latter, and our 
38, or present 46 gun frigates. The superiority 
of 24, over 18 pounders is made evident. But 
the Endymion, besides that advantage oyer the 
Guerriere, Macedonian, and Java, possessed an 
important one in the precision of her fire. Cap
tain Hope~ aware of the excellence of the Broke
system, had long trained his men to the use of 
both great guns and small-arms; and many had 
been the anxious look-out on board the Endy ... 
mion~ for one of the American 44-gun frigates. 

It would be an injustice to Captain Hope, not 
to notice the peculiar modesty of his official 
letter. He speaks of the cool and determined 
bravery of his officers and ship's company on 
the "fortunate occasion"; says, truly, that, 
" where eyery individual has so conspicuously 
done his duty, it wonld be injustice to particu
larize;" and, in proof of his men's exertions and 
abilities, appeals to "the loss and damage sns
tained by the enemy's frigate." Captain Hayes, 
in h is letter, does ample justice to the Endymion; 
corroborates every statement in her log-extract; 
and emphatical1y adds: "When the effect pro
duced by her well directed fire upon the Presi-

I 

dent is witnessed, it cannot be doubted, but 
that Captain l-lope would have succeeded either 
in capturing or sinking her, had none of the 
squadron been in sight." 
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Yet, that repository of American "honor
ahles,"-" heroes,"-', heroics,"-" heroisms,"
"lustres,"-" stars," and" glories,"-the "re .. 
$ult of the court of inquiry on the capture of 
the frigate P.'esident," commences with alleging, 
that "there has been a diversity of opinions 
prevailing among the British commanders con~ 
eerned in her capture"! (App. Nos, 105. and 
106.)- We cannot dismiss this tragi-comico
farcical performance, without almost laughing 
at the gravity with which it utters the exordium 
upon Commodore Decatur and his "heroic 
officers and crew," for their design of " board
ing the Endymion:" the execution of which, it 
says, was frustrated, in the first instance, by her 
" shunning the approach" of the President; and 
afterwards, by her" disabled state."-This is 
Captain Lejoille all over! - Supposing, for a 
moment, that Commodore Decatur had intended 
to hoard, and that the President's men were 
willing to make the attempt ;-was success so 
certain ?-He must, indeed, judge meanly of a 
well-manned and well-disciplined British ship of 
war, who would not pronounce such an at
tempt, as the likeliest of any to have gained 
for the .Endymion's tars, those laurels, of which 
the commodore, and his friends, have laboured 
so hard to deprive them. 

Before quitting the so bject of this interesting 
action, it may be fair to ask,-Has Commodore. 
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Decatur evinced "the most determined resolu
tion and heroic courage"? Has he made a 
" brave defence of the ship and the flag of the' 
United States"? - In short, was he justified, 
(admitting that he had not struck to the Endy
mion,) in surrendering to the Pomone and Te
nedos, without firing a shot? 

Prudence will say that, having lost "one
fifth of his crew, his ship being crippled," and 
his escape very problematical, the co.mnodore 
was right, by surrendering as he did, to stop the 
further effusion of, blood. Boldness, on the 
other hand, will say that, as the commodore had 
men enough left, to work and fight his ship, a 
well-directed broadside might have crippled the 
Pomone; then, with her " royal, top-gallant; 
top-mast, and lower studding-sails set," and the 
advantage of a very dark night, the President 
might have led off the Tenedos; and, with a 
force so superior to her's, would soon have 
"thrown her out of the combat;" and, most 
probably, effected her escape. But that, did 
her first fire fail in crippling the Pomone, the 
President should have engaged the two frigates, 
till the fall of her masts, and the loss of some
thing more than a "fifth" of her crew, had 
made her defence as gallant, as her surrender. 
would then have been honorable. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Levant and Cyane sail from Gibraltar-Fall in 
with the Constitution-Determ,ine to -engage her~ 
No British l!/Jicial account of the action-Details· 
of the action-Levant bears up to repair da
mages-Cyane surrenders-Levant, singly~ re
commences the action-Tries to escape-Surren
de1'S-Grbss misstatement in the A meTican l!/Jicial 
account-Levant and Cyane's damages and loss 
-Constitution's also-Force of the British sltips 
in guns and men-Shameful treatment of the 
British prisonel's-Constitution's force in guns
ExtraOTdinaTY piece consisting of seven musket-. 
barrels-Dismantling shot-Furnace fm' heating 
sltot-Constitution's force in men-Dimensions 
of the ships-Remarks on their relative tonnage 
-Statement of compamtive force - Rema1'lcs 
~hereon-Constitution and her prizes arrive at 
St. Jago-Discovered and chased out by the 
Leander, Newcastle, and Acasta-Escape of the 
Cyane-Recapture of the Levant.-Escape oj 
the Constitution-Meeting between the Constitu~ 
lion and Pique-American falselwod detected
Exemplmy behaviour of the Pique's ship's com

pany. 

ON the 20th of February, 1815, H. M. ships 
Levant and Cyane ,,,ere proceeding in company, 
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a few days out from Gibraltar, bound to the 
Western islands. About 1 o'clock in the after
noon, a strange sail was seen by the Cyane, 
upon her weather-bow; her consort, the Levant, 
Captain Douglas, then hull-down to-leeward. 
The Cyane stood on until about 4 o'clock; when, 
having ascertained the character of the stranger, 
Captain Falcon bore up to speak the commo
dore. At about a quarter past 5, the two ships 
passed within hail of each other. Captain 
Douglas, the senior officer, resolved to engage 
the enemy's frigate; in the hopes, by disabling 
her, to prevent her intercepting two valuable 
convoys, that sailed from Gibraltar about the 
same time as the Levant and Cyane. Both 
commanders, at this time, fully believed that 
she was the American frigate Constitution; 
having received intelligence, before leaving port, 
of her being in their intended track. 

The two ships now tried for the weather
gage; but, finding they could not obtain it, 
they bore up, in hopes to prolong the engage
ment until night; when, by manreuvring in the 
dark, they might effect their object. The supe
rior sailing of the Constitution, however, de
feated that plan also; and, at 45 minutes past 
5, the Levant and Cyane hauled to the wind on 
the starboard. tack. No British official account 
of this action has been published; therefore the 
details are taken, partly from the. American ac· 
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counts, and partly from the information of the 
British officers engaged. 

The Constitution had previously fired her 
bow..,chasers at the Cyane, without effect, her 
shot falling short; and now, having the two 
British ships " under the command" of her 
main-deck battery, (they being at a distance 
from her of full three-quarters of a mile,) she 
commenced firing her broadsides. Both ships 
returned her fire; but, having only carronades, 
their shot all fell short, while the Constitution's 
~/!-pound shot, were cuttil~g' to pieces their sails 
and rigging. As the British became gradually 
disabled, the Constitution shortened her dis4 
tance; and, by her superiority in sailing and 
working, frequently raked both her opponents. 

It is stated in the American ,; Minutes of the 
action," that, when the firing commenced, the 
contending ships were "about 300 yards dis
tant." According to the positive testimony of 
the British officers, examined at the court-mal'. 
tial, the distance was, as stated before, nearly 
three-quarters of a mile. The object in framing 
this assertion is evident. It is to shew, that the 
British had the use of their carronades from the 
first; and that the Constitution did not keep out 
of range, until she had crippled both ships. 

At about 35 minutes past 6, the Cyane W:l§ 

without a brace or bow-line, except the larboard 
fore.brace. Y,et, seeing hel' consort expose~ to 
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U heavy raking fire, owing to the Constitution 
11uving filled across her, she gallantly stood in. 
between them, and received the broadside. The 
firing continued at intervals for a few minntes 
longer; when the Cyane turned the hands' up to 
rent the rigging. 'Before that could be accom_ 
plished, the Constitution had taken a position 
on her larboard-quarter, within hail. Being 
now totally unmanageable; with most of her 
standing and running rigging gone; main and 
mizen masts tottering, and other principal spars, 
wounded; several shot in the h uIl, nine or ten 
of which were between wind and water; five 
carronades disabled, chiefly by the drawing oj 
the bolts and starting of the chocks; and the Le
vant, having bore up to repair damages, since 
6. 40. and being now two miles to-leeward, still 
bearing away; the Cyane fired a lee-gun, and 
hoisted a light, as a signal of submission; (see 
p. 433;) and, soon after 7, vl'as taken possession 
of by the Constitution. 

At 8. ]5. which was as soon as the Levant had 
roye new braces, the gallant little ship again 
hauled her wind, to ascertain the fate of her 
companion, as well as to renew the desperate 
coifl.test. On approaching the two ships, Captain 
Douglas, with a boldness bordering on rashness, 
ranged close alongside the Constitution, to-lee
wal-d, being unable to weather her; and the two 
ships, on opposite tacks, exchanged broadsides. 
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This, by the American account, was at half-past 
8. The Constitution immediately wore under 
the Levant's stern, and raked her with a second 
broadside. At 9. 30. Captain Douglas, finding 
that the Cyane had undoubtedly struck her 
colours, put again before the wind: in doing 
whi~h, the Levant received several raking broad
sides, had her wheel shot away, and her lower
masts badly wounded. To fire her stern-chase 
guns, and steer at the same time, was impossible, 
owing to a sad mistake in the ~onstruction of 
this new class of vessels! Seeing the Constitution 
ranging up on the larboard-quarter, the Levant, 
atlO P.M. by the American, and at 10. 40. 
by the British account, struck her colours to 
this "gigantic enemy." * 

One could almost cry out, shame! shame! at 
the Constitution firing successive broadsides 
into such a ship as the Levant. It is surprising, 
that she did not sink her. Had the Levant,' on 
firstbeal'ing away, continued her course, she 
might have escaped; but that would have ap
peared like deserting her consort; and personal 
consideration in battle, was never the charac~ 
teristic of a Douglas. 

The reader has, no doubt, already discovered 
the important variation between Capt. Stewart's 
officialletter, (App. No. 108,) and the " Minutei'! 

* Captain Stewart's own words, in his reply ta the address 

of the caUlmon.counCiI of New York. 
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of the action," (No. 109,) by some unaccount. 
able blunder of the Americans, published along 
with it. According to the latter, the two ships 
were captured at successive periods, three hours 
and ten minutes apart, and the action, from first 
to last, continued three hours and fifty-five mi. 
nutes; yet, says the former, " both of which, 
after a spirited action of forty minutes, surren· 
dered to the ship under my command" ! !-After 
this, a compliment to British gallantry could 
not be expected; yet the advance of the Levant, 
at half-past 8, and her ranging close up, and 
exchanging broadsides, with such an adversary, 
would have elicited admiration from the breast 
of a Turk! If,' 

",I! 

The Levant lost 6 seamen and marines, l{ilJed, 
and an officer, and 14 seamen and marines, 
wounded. The Cyane had 6 killed, and 13 
wounded; total, 12 killed, and 29 wounded. 
Captain Stewart, to make the complements of 
the ships appear greater than they were, states 
23 as the killed of the former ship, and i2, the 
latter. This is now become a stale trick; and 
scarcely deserves notice. The smallness of the 
British loss in this action, shews clearly, that 
the Americans had already began to relax in 
their discipline. The Constitution's fire, consi
dering the disparity of force, falls far beneath 
the very worst of our's. 

" Old Ironsides," as, frQm her strength and 
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compactness, she is very properly called in the 
United States, was too successful in keeping out 
of carronade-range, to allow many shot to reach 
her. Some, however, lodged in her sides; and 
a few others, it may be presumed, found their 
way through; or we should not hear of 6 men, 
killed and mortally wounded, and 6 otheril 
wounded, severely and slightly. That both 
British commanders had drilled their men at 
the guns, is proved by the precision of their fire, 
during the short period that their carronades 
would reach. 

The Levant mounted 21 guns: eighteen 
eal'ronades, 32-pounders, two long 9-pounders, 
and a 12-pound launch-carronade. Her esta
blished complement was 135 men and boys; but 
she had in the action 115 men, and 16 boys; total 
131. Her marines were young raw recruits, that 
scarcely knew how to handle their muskets; 
and, although considered as men, would aU have 
rated as boys in the American service. 
bf The Cyane was a deep-waistf'd or frigate
!bnilt ship; and mounted 33 guns: twenty 
two carronades, 32-pounders, upon the main
deck, eight carronades, IS-pounders, an 18· 

pound launch-carronade, and two long 9-
pounders, upon the quarter-deck and forecastle. 
Not another gun did she mount; yet Captain 
Stewart has given her an additional IS-pound 
c:anonade, and two long 12s ill lieu of Us; 
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,and, in the" Sketches of the 'War," aUber 
" thirty four guns" are described as "32-pound 
calTonades)J ! 

The established complement of the Cyane 
was 161 men, and 24- (including 10 super
numerary) boys; total IS/}. But, on the 
morning of the action, she was defic-ient, in 
petty-officers and able seamen, 16, and had a 
surplus of 2 boys; making her complement, in 
action, 145 men, and 26 boys; total ] 71. Of 
this number, 4 Iuell were sick, and not at quar
ters. In computing his prisoners, Captain 
Stewart has committed a mistake; which, added 
to that respecting the killed of the two British 
ships, makes their united complements appear 
greater than they were by 34 men. ·;·W" 

Three of the Cyane's men deserted to the 
Americans; but, generally, the two crews re
sisted the repeated oifers made to them to enlist 
with the enemy. It was stated by the British 
officers, at the court-martial, that the crews of 
the tVI'O ships were, fOl' three weeks, kept con
stantly in the Constitution's hold, with both 
hands and legs in irons; and there allowed but 
three pints of water during the 24 hours.-This, 
too, in a tropical climate !-It was further proved 
that, after the expiration of the three weeks, 
Ilpon the application of Captain Douglas, one 
third of the men were allowed to be on deck, 
four hours out of the 24; but had not the means 
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of walking-, being still in irons; that, on mu~ 
tering the crews when they were landed at 
Marallham, five of the Levant's boys were miss
in, ; that, upon application and search for them, 
two were found locked up in the American cap
tain of marine's cabin; that a black man at 
Maranham was employed as a crimp, and enticed 
one of the Levant's boys to enter the American 
service.--Upon these facts, let the reader em
ploy his own thoughts: if he possesses a British 
heart, he will need no prompter. 
n With the second change of her commander, 
the Constitution appeared with two carronades 
fewer than she mounted in the Java's action; 
but one of her long 24s, as a shifting gun, was 
made to supply the place of those carronades. 
Two additional long 24-pounders, and some 
carronades, were seen in her hold. A similar 
discovery on board a British ship of war, would 
have been made a proper use of. No such ad
vantage shall be taken. Upon her capstan, the, 
<":onstitution mounted a piece, resembling seven 
musket-barrels, fixed together with iron bands. 
It was discharged by a lock; and eachbun-el 
threw 25 balls, within a few seconds of .each 
other; making 145 shot from the piece within 
two minutes. The American officers said it was 
intended to act against boarders. Every species 
of dismantling shot was, this time, seen, in great 
abundance, on board the American ship: a con-

lIH 
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firmation of her having employed such artillery' 
in her former actions. But, a.bove all, the Con
stitution now had on board, afurnace fur heating 
shut I-The American officers said it would heat 
bal1s to a white heat in 15 minutes; but that 
hot shot 'were " not to be used in action, unless 
the ship was assailed by a superior force."-What 
an American officer would call "superior force", 
may be partly imagined by the numerous Ame .. 
}"ican descriptions of "equal force" to be found 
in these pages. Nay, as the Levant and Cyane 
were pronounced, by Captain Stewart himself, 
to have possessed a "superiority in weight and 
number of guns," (App. No. 108,) what, but 
the certainty of capturing them, and the losi 
that would be sustained by their destruction, 
prevented the full employment of the hot shot? 

On the morning of the action, the Constitution 
,'ictualIed, in crew, according to the report of 
her officers, 469 men, and 3 boys. An officer, 
and 7 or 8 men, were absent in a prize, which 
afterwards arrived at New York: the Constitu
tion's original complement, therefore, was 480 
at least. Her men were provided with leather 
caps, for boarding; fitted with narrow plates of 
iron, cro£sing at the top, and bending upward 
from the lower edge of the cap, to prevent a 
blow from striking the shoulder, after having" 
glanced on the head. 

The Levant was built of fir, in 1813; tbe 
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Cyane, of oak, in 180ft. Upon the latter's ar
rival at N ew York, the rottenness of her timbers 
was visible at every shot-hole. Indeed, it was 
that which occasioned her breeching-bolts to 
dralv. The Cyane formerly mounted long guns 
\I,pon the main-deck. (See p. 34.) When her 
ports were altered for the reception of carron. 
ades, fresh bolts were fitted, without the removal 
uf the old ones; which, subsequently, were taken 
out, and shifted to a sounder part of the timber; 
but, in the action, such was the general rotten
ness ~of the timbers, all four breeching-bolts 
drew! 
, The dimensions of the Constitution have been 
given already. (See p. Ill.) After her action 
with the Java, she was in a mannel' rebuilt; and 
constructed with three quarter .. deck stern-chase 
ports; . for which, her two additional long 24s, 
along with the aftermost shifting one, were in
tended: giving her a force, from her stern, of 
five long 24-pounders, The dimensions of the 
two British ships here follow: 

Levant, Cyane. 

Tons. Ft. In. Tom. Ft. !In. 

Length of main-deCk,} 116 0 oflower-} 118 '2 
. from rabbit to rabbit, deck, 

Breadth, extreme, 46'.2 eg 10f 539 3'2 Of 

The" Boston Gazette" contains the fol1owing 
paragraph, respecting the size and force of these 
two ves.sels :-" The Cyane is frigate-built; and, 

Hu2 
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is of the same tonnage,and capable of the same 
armament, as the late U. S. frigate Essex. The 
Levant is exactly equal in tonnage, and arma
ment to the late" (meaning the new, now lost) 
" U. S. ship Wasp; both (independently of the 
advantage which two ships have over one) being 
decidedly superior to the Constitution." 

The impudence of this federal puff is beyond 
anything. The Cyane's American tonnage is 
520; that of the Essex, according to her VeI'Y 

builder's statement, 850. The only material 
difference, as to dimensions, between the" .late 
U. S. ship Wasp" and the Cyane is, that the lat
ter was built up, so as to carry a quarter-deck 
and forecastle: reduce them, and the two ships 
would measure exactly the same, It is true, the 
Levant, and about a dozen of her sister-vessels, 
all run up in the same year, ought to have been 
"equal in tonnage and armament to the late 
U. S. ship Wasp." But, although mounting 21 
instead of 19 guns, they are far inferior vessels 
to the brigs; whose capture by the American 
sloops, they were constructed to avenge. 

It having been shewn, that the two British ships 
mounted, in broadside, all carronades, except 
two 9s, and that the Constitution mounted, in 
broadside, seventeen long 248, exclusive of her 
carronades, the reader win see the propriety 
of our deviating a little, from the usual way of 
exhibiting the comparative force in guns. 
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The united tonnage of the Levant and Cyane, 
would affect the superficial extent, not the thick
ness, of their sides: consequently, were the size 

I," 

,2n tons to be introduced at all, it should be the 
,m.ean or average tonnage of the two British 
vessels, 500; which bears to 1533, a much 
smaller proportion, than existed, in point of 
strength and compactness, hetween the top
sides of the stoutest of the two British ships, 
and those of the Constitution, We ha,-e there
fore thoug-ht it best, to exclude from the esti· 

. mate, altogether, the size in tons. 

Comparative force of the ships, 

" Bl'Oad~ide-metal 
in pounds, 

Complement, 

Levant and Cyane. 

{
long guns, 
carronades, 

{
men, 
boys, 

]8 
742 

260 
4£ 

-- SOQ 

Constitution. 

408 
SQO 

469 
:i 

-- 47~ 

The "corporation of the city of N ew York" 
declared, that the victory over the Levant 
and Cyane, ought to be classed "among the 
n~ost brilliant fea.fs recorded in naval ltistOt·y" I-
On anchoring at Boston, "this glorious yankee 

" " ,vessel," says a Boston paper, "was welcomed by 
,'fede~~l salutes. Captain Stewart landed under a 
,saJute; and was escorted to the Exchange coffee
j1house, by troops, amidst the repeated cheers 
°of citizens of both sexes, who filled the streets, 
wharves, and vessels, and occupied the houses. 
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A band of music played national airs," &c. &c. It 
appears, also, by the same paper, that the manager 
of the play-house knew his interest too well, not 
to crave leave to announce, that "the gallant 
Captain Stewart, an<! the officers of the Consti. 
tution" (all, of course, ,~ in fun regimentals") 
would honor the theatre with their presence.
To l'ecount all the extravagances which this 
event gave rise to, in different parts of the Union, 
among the fedemlists, especially, would exceed 
the limits of this work. Yet they had offi<;ial 
authority, in some degree, to warrant their re~ 
JOlcmgs. Does not Captain Stewart assert, that 
the enemy had a " superiority in the weight and 
number of guns," besides the H advantages de .. 
rived from a divided and more active force"? 

The same motive that induced Commodore 
Perry to reject the weight of metal, in the Lake 
Erie action, (see p. 200,) induced Captain Stew
art to adopt it, in the action with the Levant 
and Cyane. How" active" the British shipi: 
were, may be judged from the well-known fact, 
that, out of a fleet which the Cyane convoyed to 
Newfoundland. every vessel, hut one, ran by her 
with ease; and her officers declare, that the 
Levant could hut just outsail her. 

Respecting' the advantages to be derived from 
a "divided force," Captain Stewart, upon ano
ther occasion, expressed qui te a different opi
nion from that contained i~ his letter. A 
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"Report," signed by this gentleman, and ape 
proved by Captains Hull and Morris, has al. 
ready been noticed. (See p. 16.) An estimate 
is there given, of the comparative force of Ame
rican "ships of the line, say 748, and large 
frigates." "Ships of the line," says Captain 
StewaI·t, " are much stronger in scantling, 
thicker in the sides and bottom, less penetrable 
to shot; and, consequently, less liable to be 
torn or battered to pieces, or sunk. I am aware 
that some are of opinion, that a more divided 
force is better calcu]at~d for action, from the 
advantageous position that would be given to a 
part. Suppose three frigates, of 50 guns" (the 
"round of shot" of each, previously stated at 
" 1360 pounds") "were to undertake to hatter 
a 74-gun ship; (round of shot, "3224 pounds";) 
"and that two of them were to occupy the quare 
tel' and stern of the 74, (this is placing them in 
the most favorable positiml,) the other frigate 
engaged a-breast; every thing would then de
pend on the time the frigate a-breast could main
tain that position, to enable the other two to 
act, with efi'ecl-, on the stern and quarter. But, 
it must appear evident to all acquainted with 
the hro classes of ships, that the frigate a-breast 
could not withstand the fire of so heavy and 
compact a body, many minutes; and, in aU 
probability, would he dismasted or sunk, the 
first or second broadside. This would decide 
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the fate of the other two." (N av. Chron. vol. 
xxix, p.460.) 

From this we are to understand that, although 
" some are of opinion that a more divided force 
is better calculated for action," Captain Stew
art, at the time he framed that" valuable com
munication," considered, that " three large fri
gates," placed "in the most favorable posi
tion," would be compelled to yield to a "74., 
gun ship;" owing to the latter being" stronger 
in scantling, ami thicker in sides." 

Why, then, should there be an exception, be
cause two, instead of three ships, are engaged? 
The Constitution has " stronger scanding and 
thicker sides" than a British 74; (see p. 127;) 
and what were the vessels opposed to her?-Two 
ships, averaging 500 tons !-. If Captain Stewart, 
in his supposititious case, can excuse three ships, 
having a superiority "in point of metal," of a 
thirteenth, for yielding to one; why will he not,: 
in his real case, excuse two ships, having a supe
riority in point of metal, (admitting, for argu
ment sake, the equality of long guns and carron-
ades,) of only a twent!Jfourth, for yielding to one? 

Digressing for a moment; suppose the U. S~ 
ships Pe<ll:ock and Hornet, soon after Jeavingi 
New York together, had fallen in with the Endy
mion, close to-windward of them; and (the only 
improbable part of the supposition) had staid 
to engage her till finally captured. 
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.How would the American citizens have be
haved on this occasion?~ Why, they would have 
received Captains Warrington and Biddle, pre
cisely as they did Captain Stewart ;-published 
.accounts in every paper of the "heroic defence 
against decidedly superior force:" not failing to 
point out, as they did in the Essex's action, the 
great disparity between carronades and long 
guns, when the latter have the choice of dis
tance. Mr. Madison, too, in his next speech to 
congress, would have declared, that the two 
little sloops continued the unequal contest, till 
(as hesaid of the Essex) "humanity tore down 
the colours which valor had nailed to the mast." 

How would Captain Hope have behaved? He 
would have told a plain tale of his good-fortune" 
applauding the American commanders, for hav
ing so long maintained a contest; in which, from 
the. nature of their armament, and from their 
leeward position, they could not hope to succeed. 

It need scarcely be added, that the surviving 
officel's and ship's companies of the Levant and 
Cyane, were, at their severa] courts-martial, 
most honorably acquitted for the surrender of 
the.ir ships, and justly applauded for the ga]]ant 
defence they made, against an enemy's ship, so 
decidedly superior. 

The Constitution carried the Levant and 
Cyane into Port Praya, in the island of Sto 
Jago; where they all arril'ed on the 7th of 
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-March. In his way thither, Captain Stewart 
planned a sort of deceptio visus upon his country'
-men at New York, by painting the Cyane so as 
to make her resemble a 36-gun frigate. That 
corresponds with his behaviour all through this 
affair. 

On the 8th of March, in a thick fog, H. M. 
ships Leander, Newcastle, and Acasta, arri\'ed 
off the harbour, in quest of the U. S. ships Pre~ 
sident, Constitution, and Congress; the master 
of an American capturedvessel ha\'ing informed 
Sir George Collier, the British commanding 
officer, that those three ships had left port in 
company. The Constitution, and her two 
prizes, cut their cables, and stood to sea. In a 
little while, Captain Stewart made a signal for 
the Cyane to tack. She did so; and-no ship 
followed her. In two hours afterwards, the same 
signal was made to the Levant. She tacked 
also; and, in seven minutes afterwards, "the 
whole enemy's squadron," says the Constitu
tion's log-extract, (ApI'. No. llO,) " tacked in 
pursuit of the Levant, and ga,-e up the pursuit 
of this ship."-The Cyane and Constitution 
were thus left to themselves ; and the Levant, 
with so many sliips in pursuit of her, was of 
course recaptured. 

The feelings of the British officers on board 
the Constitution, at the moment the three ships 
tacked after the LeYant, may be better con'-
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,ceived than described, Nor were the American 
·officers slow in expressing their joyful surprise, 
not unmingled with contempt, at the seeming 
forbearance of the British frigates. When the 
force of those ships, (each of two of which 
threw a heavier broadside than the Constitu
tion,) and the distinguished character of' the 
officers commanding them, come under consi
.deration, it absolves the British from any thing 
like an unwillingness to fight: at the same 
time, we must all regret, that it should have 
been deemed expedient to withhold from the 
public eye, those "untoward circumstances" 
which led to the Constitution's,-as it now ~p
pe:ars,-most unaccountable escape. 

According to the" Sketches of the 'Val'," 
Captain Stewart had, on a previous cruize in 
the Constitution, done more than capture the 
.11 fl'igateCyane" allel her consort; more _ than 
effect his escape from a formidable British squad
ron; more, in short, than any French, Spanish, 
or American commander of a frigate, could 
hoast of having done :-compelled a British 
frigate to fly before him !-l-Jere are the words 
of the American editor, extracted from p. 240. 

of his book :-" During her cruize, she captured 
the British public schooller Pictou; and fell in 
with the frigate Ia Piq He, Captain Maitland, who 
fled on the approach of the Constitution. 1\0 
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effort was left untried by Captain Stewart, to 
overtake and bring her to action; but she es
caped in the night, after a long chase; and 
Captain Maitland, on his arrival in England, 
was complimented by the admiralty, for his 
strict ob~ervance of his instructions, in flying 
from an A merican frigate." 

The latter assertion may accompany that al
leging the trial and execution of the Plantaga
net's men for llluti ny: (see p. 324:) our atten
tion is better bestowed upon the merits of this 
extraordinary chase.-'Ve &hall first present the 
reader with an extract from the Pique's log-book: 

H. K F. Courses. Wind. 
Remarks, &c. H. M. S. Pique, Feb. 23, 

1814. .-- - ----- --- -----------
1 
'2 At nOOR ohsened .everal ,'rangrrs, 

&c. one appart'lltl) a mall of war AU cha!l.~. 

Conrses. Dist. ~1_Long. Bearlllgs III no 011. 

---- -
N.S4W. 142 M. IS.I.N 67.22. '.luna !sIde. N. 73W.19 m. 

------------'----

~I 
s ~.W·fW. P. M. Light airs-braced the yarn. 

It It E.S.E. by, to allow the chase to come up.-AL 
4. light airs.-AI4. 30. obse .... d ,chose 

1 4 take in her main-alay-•• il.-Al 4 .. ;0. 
4 } ship's head observed her lake in royal, lop-gallant, 

5 from N.W. to lower. and top-mast, !'!udding-sads.-
Hauled to lhe willd on larboard'llIck, 

6 N. and malic all sail 10 close her; hoisted 

7 9 N. W. KN.E. nil en.i~n. Stranger .hortened ,~il, in 

8 9 6 1>t reef top-sails, h",sl~J American co. 
IOllrs alld hauled her wmd un oppo-

9 9 4 N. f E. site t;ck; appeared to be a large iii-
]0 N. gale, having 16 porls ofa-,ide. Cleared 

] J 10 4 for aclion ; stranger S. E. by S. 3 miles. 
--At 5 Island of Zachee N. 1» E •. U or 

]2 '2 N.t\\'. 13 lllile. ;-8 cloudy,losl,ighl of stran-
ger ;-10 ill Ii",t reds ;-12 squally. 
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The first symptom of the Pique's" fiying," 
:~as her bracing the yards by, " to allow the 
chase to come up;" the second, her hauling to 
the wind, and making all sail " to close her." 
On the other hand, the Constitution evinced a 
$trong disposition "to overtake and bring her 
toaction," when she took in all her sail, and 
hauled to the wind, at a distance from the Pique 
of full three miles. Had the Pique, in her 
efforts to close, hauled upon the same tack as 
the Constitution, the latter would have been 
upon her weather-bow; and, by putting her 
helm up, might have raked the Pique effectu
ally, without a possibility of her bringing more 
than three guns to bear. The Constitution 
would have luffed-to again; and might have 
repeated this manreuvre, till she had completely 
trippled hel' adversary; only that the narrow
neSs of the passag'e would have compelled her 
to tack, before she had stood on much further. 
About 1 o'Clock in the morning, the Pique 
gained the wind of the Constitution, crossing her 
,how at about It mile distance. The editor of 
the" Sketches of the War," no doubt, took his 
account of this affair from Captain Stewart's 
~fficial letter. The latter could not be con
tented with exculpating himself; but, the odium 
he had such an easy way of getting rid of, lllUSt 

endeavour to cast upon the officers and creW of 
.. ~ British frigate. 
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< A British merchant-master, who was a prI
soner on board the Constitution when she feU 
in with the Pique, was as much surprised as 
any of us, when he afterwards read in thE: 
newspapers, that the Constitution had chased 
that ship, and could not bring her to action. 
He says, that the first-lieutenant saw, from the 
number of her main-deck ports, that the Pique 
was only a 42, or, as then rated, 36 gun frigate, 
and was desirous to bring her to action; but that 
the captain seemed averse to it. In the night, 
the Constitution bore up; rounded the Square-

. handkerchief shoal; and, in 48 hours afterwards, 
was oft' Charlestown; far enough from the Pique. 

It is true, that Captain Maitland had received 
seel'et orders, not to engage one of the large 
class of American frigates. This was afterwards 
complained of in the house of commons; but, 
certainly, without the slightest gl'Ounds. Before 
the end of 1813, the American frigate Guerriere, 
carrying long, or oolumbiad 32-pounders, upon 
the main-deck, was fitting; and, but for the 
'Majestic's appearance In the Delaware, would 
have got to sea. The Guerriere shews the same 
number of ports of a-side as the Constitution; 
and a reference to the Majestic's force, as given 
at p. 34, and to the Phrebe's, at p. 316, will 
shew, "hat would have been the diftparity of 
force behveen the Gueuiere and a frigate of tho 
Pique's class. .,As soon as the American fri-
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gate appeared in sight, and discovered her" 16 
ports of a-side," Captain Maitland could do 
no less than read to his crew, the instructions 
he had received.-Ignorant how to set about 
"flyiug,"-the orders to do which, the Pique's, 
meu would have most reluctantly executed,
Captaiu Maitland hauled his wind, hoisted an 
ensign, aud cleared for action. This DI·der 
needed no repetition. At about half-past 4, the 
ship's company, as usual, were piped to supper; 
but, to a man, refused their- grog, saying, they 
wanted none, while an enemy's frigate was in 
sight: they could do their duty without! When 
lYel'efiect upon the relative numbers on board 
the two frigates, this admirable trait in the 
Pique's men, was certainly a very strong proof, 
how much British seamen had been cowed, by 
the naval successes of the Americans! 
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CHAPTER XX. 

St. Lawrence schooner, bearing despatches relating 
to tlte peace, is attacked and r:aptured by the eltas
seur brig-No British f!fficial account of the,action 
-Damages and loss of each vessel~Their respec
tive force in guns, men, and size-Statement of 
comparativeforce-Arnerican accounts of actions 
between their privateers and Britisl, ships of war 
-Penguin falls in with, and engages, the Hor
net-No British o,fficial account 0/ the act~on 

published-Full details of it-Penguin surren
ders-Her damages, destruction, and loss
Hornet's damages and loss-Force of each vessel 
in guns, men, and size-American method of 
measurement-Statement of comparative force
Remarks thereon-Peacoclc falls in with the 
E. I. C. brig Nautilus-Captain Warrington, 
after a knowledge of peace, wantonly attacks and 
captures Iter-Lieutenant Boyce's gallant beha
viour, and dreadful wounds-Other 10ssiUstained 
-Force of the two vessels-The transactionjull!J 
considered. 

HIS Majesty's schooner St. Lawrence, Lieu
tenant Gordon, on the 26th of February, 1815, 
while proceeding with despatches from Rear
admiral Cockburn, relating to the peace between 
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Great Britain and the United States, fell in with 
the American privateer-brig Chasseur. 
, The latter attacked the schooner, and an en
gagement ensued; which, the Americans state, 
bsted, at close quarters, only 1.5 minutes, when 
the St. Lawreneewas carried by boarding. No 
Bl'iti$.h official account has been published; but 
un(}fficial accounts state, that the action conti. 
'l1ued much longer. Owing to the nature of the 
despatches, it is probable they were not sunk. 
At all events, a great many' private letters from 
officers to their friends fell into the enemy's 
:hands;- and, shameful to say, were afterwards 
published in the American newspapers. 

The St. Lawrence was a good deal cut up; 
and, ~3ccording to a New Providence paper, lost 
6 men killed, and 18 wounded. The Americans 
made the killed, as they generally. do, much 
greater. The Chasseur was also inj ured in her 
hull arid;spars ; and lost, by the A tnerican l'e-
ttti~n~/5men killed, aiid 8 wounded. 

<'The St. Lawrence mounted hvelve carronades, 
. '1!2~p(}nnders, and one 'long 9-pounder. The 
~\Americans gave her two mOl'e CUlTonades. _Her 
complement, on going into action, was 42 officers 
and 'men, and 9 boys. She had also a few pas. 
$engel's. The Americans stated her coiuplement 
fdbe 75, exclusive of passenger§;' but .51 com
prised the number of her crew. 

nrTheAmerican accounts differ as to the arrna~ 
J I 
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rnent of the Chasseur. As far as can be cot. 
lected from them, she mounted six long 9 pound. 
ers, and eight carronades, IS-pounders, total 14 
guns; but had formerly mounted sixteen much 
heavier guns. The New Providence paper states 
her complement to have been 117 men. The 
American acconnts do not admit so many. 

The St. Lawrence was formerly the American 
letter of marq ue Atlas, of 240 tons, and mount· 
ing 10 g'uns; taken at Ocracock bar, on the 24th 
of July, IS13. She was comparatively a mere 
shell; with scarcely any bulwarks. The Chas .. 
seUl· was pronounced one of the finest privateers 
out of America; and in point of sailing, had no 
competitor. She was pierced for 18 guns; had 
regular bulwarks, stouter than those of our first. 
class brigs; and measured 275 tons, American, 
or 287, English. 

-, 
Comparative force of th€ two vessels. 

St. Lawrence schooner. Chasseur brig. 
Broadside-metal { long guns, 9 27 

in pounds, carronades, 72 7'Z 
-81 -~ 

Complement, {men, 42 115 
. boys, 9 2 

--51 -117 
Size in tons, 240 287 

The principal disparity in this action, was in 
number of men. The vessels being close to each 
other, so that musketry could be used, that sn
perioritywas greatly augmented; ~nd thecn1lmy, 
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at last, boarded, with an overwhelming force. 
Men are not in the best trim for fighting, just 
upon receiving the news of peace. Sailors are 
then dwelling upon their disch!'l1'ge from servi
tude, the sight of long absent friends, and all 
the ties of their homes and families. Even that; 
though it perhaps contributed to weaken ths 
efforts, could not impair the courage, of the 
£rewof the St. Lawrenee: they defended her, till 
nearly half their number were killed or wounded. 
, The Americans boasted, that the Chasseur, 
upon.a former cruize, "fought" two sloops of 
war.. According to an extract from her log; 
pu.blished in aNew York paper, it appears; 
she·, did" exchange a.few shots" with one of 
our brigs; and, 'on another occasion, was" fired 
at"~by a brig; but,each time,-took to her 
heels. How many American privateers, besides 
the Chasseur, have "fought" British ships in a 
similar manner! 

While on this subject, it may be as well to 
exhibit to the reader, without any order of date, 
a few instances of the "bold and daring intre
pidity of the crews of the private~armed vessels 
of the United States." 
. The W anior, according to the American ac

counts, was an extraordinary large brig, of be .. 
tween 4 and 500 tons, mounting 22 heavy guns, 
and having a complement of 150 men. She was 

112 
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therefore a match for any of our IS-gun sloops. 
" An e~tract from the Warrior's log-book," 
(alluding to a ship in chase) says :-" Thinking 
her to be a sloop of war, got all ready and clear 
for action."-" At 3. 30. luffed-to to let the 
enemy come up; when they took in al1 their 
light sails, and luffed-to also; then discovered 
her to be a frigate :-made all sail, &c."-Here 
appeared an intention to fight "a sloop of 
war;" but, upon another yessel heaving in sight, 
we read: "Shortly after, discovered her to be a 
man of war brig, which gave chase to us; out

sailed Iter with ease."-Aml again: "Waschased 
by a sloop of war."--Notanother word about 
"getting clear for action/' and " luffing-to to 
let the enemy come up."-Whatis to be inferred 
from all. this, but that these hectoring para
graphs Were invented, either by the captain of 
the privateer, to get him and his vessel a brilli. 
ant name, or by the newspaper editor, to make 
a column of dry detail go down with hi, r ·aden. 
Another editor giyes an extract from the ]og
book of the" private-armed schooner Rogel', of 
14 guns and 75 men," in which appears the fol
lowing entry: "' April 12th, lat. 27. long. 66. feU 
in with, and chased, a man of war brigU ! . lPO 

. But" Captain Guy It Champlin, of the pri
:vate ·armed schooner General Armstrong, .IJof 
New York," performed. a still greater exploit. 
In a letter, dated. "CharlestonADl'il 5, 1813/' , .l. 
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he states that, on the 11th of March, 'c about 
5 leagues N. E. of Surinam," he engaged a 
" British frigate, mounting '28 guns on her gun
deck, 6 or 8 on her quarter-deck, and 4 on the 
forecastle."-He admits that the General Arm-
5trong (mounting 18 guns) was severely cut up 
in hull; lost 7 men killed, and 16 (including 
himself) wounded; and with difficultJ escaped. 
The loss of the " frigate" he describes thus: 
"We saw them throw over many of their ki1led." 
--" The Sketches of the War" gives much the 
same account, only preferring "a heavy frigate" 
to the particulars of the frigate's force, as stated 
in the captain's letter.-The reader will scarcely 
believe that this ,< heavy frigate" was no other 
than the Coquette, (now broken up.) a sister
vessel to the Cherub; whose force in guns, men, 
and size, has already appeared. (See p. 312.) 

A lie is seldom so wen told, but some inconsis
tency betrays it. Where is there a British frigate 
"mounting 28 guns on her gun-deck," that 
mounts no more than "6 or 8 on hel' quarter
deck"P-Six is the precise number mounted by 
the Coquette and her class.~A reference to tbe 
Coquette's log-book, shews that she lost in th0 
action, 4 men wounded, but none killed. It is 
true, 2 died of their wounds; but their bodies 
were not committed to the deep till late in the 
evening; when the privateer had been some 
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hours out of sight: yet, say the Americans, " we 
saw them throw over many of their killed"! 

The editor of the" Sketches of the War" has, 
however, left Captain Champlin, and all other 
American officers, far behind him. Mr. John 
Lewis Thomson was determined to have the 
course to himself. "The Charybdis," says he, 
at p. 94, "fell in with the privateer Blockade, 
of New York, of 8 guns; and, after an obsti
nate engagement of 1 hour and 20 minutes, in 
which the Charybdis lost 28 of her officers and 
men killed and wounded, and the Blockade 8 
men only, the latter was carried, and taken into 
port" ;-when, in truth, the Blockade was cap_ 
tured by H. M. brig Charybdis, without a shot 
being fired, beyond, probably, one to bring her 
to: she had actually thrown overboard 9 out of 
her 10 guns, in her efforts to escape! A reference 
to Captain Clephan's official letter, (Nav. Chron. 
vol. xxix. p. 80,) is all that is required to sub. 
stantiate the fact. 

On the 23d of March, 1815, H. M. brig Pen
guin, Captain James Dickinson, fell in with the 
U. S. ship Hornet, Captain Biddle; and an ac
tion ensued. 1 t may he proper to mention that, 
although the ratification of the peace had been 
signed by Mr. Madison since February, the se
cond article rendered captures made at the 
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greatest distance, legal till June. The American 
officer heard of the peace, on the 20th, from a 
neutral vessel; but the man of war in sight, on 
the23d, was evidently a brig,. whose force, there
fore, was known to be inferior to the Hornet's. 

No British official account of this action luis 
been published; but a copy of the letter of the 
Penguin's surviving senior-officer, will be found 
in the Appendix. (No. Ill.) The two accounts 
agree, within 5 minutes, as to the time when the 
actiori commenced; but, while the British ac
count fixes the period of surrender at 2. 25. 

(40 minutes from the commencement,) the Ame
rican account, without giving the date of sur
render, declares that, "from the firing of the 

, first gun to the last time the enemy cried out he 
. had surrendered, was exactly 22 minutes by the 
. watch."-In confirmation of the Penguin's time 
being the most correct, an old man, a Dane, 
who, along with three or four other men, lives on 
the island of Tristran d' Acunha, and is called 
the governor of it, held his watch in his hand 
during the action; (which was fought in, full 
view of him;) and declared to the officers of both 
vessels, that, between the first and last cannon .. 
shot, 41 minutes and some seconds elapsed. ' 

With respect to Captain Biddle's assertion, 
that, when the Penguin got foul o( the Hornet, 
and lost· her bowsprit and fore-m~st, her first 
lieutenant hailed "that they had sur~endered/' 



488 NAVAL OCCURTIENCES BETWE~N 

the American commander certainly mistook, 
Lieutenant M'Donald's \'I'ords. They were, ac
cording to the te~timony of the Penguin's late 
sec0l1d lieutenant, " What ship is that ?"-This, 
is material; because Captain Biddle charges 
the Penguin's people with firing at him after 
surrender. "An OITIcer of the U. S. sloop of 
wal' Peacock," in a letter, published in the 
" New England Palladium," has not scrupled to 
app'ly the term "ruffians" to two of the Pen
guin's marines, who then fired; and one of whom 
hit Captain Biddle ill the chin or neck; but the 
writer exultingly adds: " They were observed by 
two of Biddle's marines, who levelled, and laid· 
them dead upon the deck, at the instant." 

The S3me officer states, that, in a conversa
tion \yhidl Captain Biddle had with Lieutenant 
M'Donald, the lattel' ascribed the failure of the 
boarding-attempt to the backwardness of his 
men. This is considered as the invention of 
some of the American officers. The Penguin's 
crew were chiefly land men and boys; unskilled 
in gunnery; and, except a very small portion, . 
had never before been in action; but there were, 
among them, many with British heal'ts; and. ' 
who, when the boarders were called, wel:e only: 
pre\'ented from springing on the Hornet's deck, 
by the faU of the Penguin's bowsprit and fore
mast, and the irnmediate hauling. off of th~ 
American vesse1. Captain Biddle) referring to .. 
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the circumstance of his being woundeq after the 
first hail, adds: "It was with difficulty I could 
restrain my crew from firing into him again)); 
and yet the Peacock's officer has divulged to us, 
that the "two fellows" who fired, were both 
shot dead. 

The Penguin was much shattered in her hull; 
and, besides the loss of fore-mast and bowsprit, 
her main-mast was completely crippled. Her 
after-carronadeson the side engaged, were" ren
dered useless by the drawing of the breeching
bolts." (App. No. 111.) Previous to which, in
deed, the carronades had frequently, in their 
recoil, turned half round; and much labour and 
loss of time ensued, before they could be re
placed. No accident of this sort occurred on 
board the Hornet, owing to the superior mannel' 
in which American carronades are fiLted. Such 
of the carronades upon the Penguin's larboard
side as remained fixed to the ports, were covered 
by the wreck of the fore-mast; and the want of 
masts and sails, rendered it impossible to bring 
the other broadside to bear. The Penguin was 
therefore perfectly defenceless; and further I'e
~istance would have been a waste of lives. Her 
shattered state alone, led to her final destruction 
early on the morning of the 25th. 

Captain Dickinson was first lieutenant of the 
Amphion, in the action off Lissa; and was es
t~emed a very gallant officer. Besides her co.n-
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mander, the Penguin lost he .. boatswain, and 4 
seamen and marines, killed ;4 others mortally 
wounded; and her second lieutenant, (very se
ve .. ely,) purser's clerk, 2 midshipmen, (each of 
wh()m lost a leg,) and 24 seamen and ma .. ines, 
woup.ded; most of them slightly; total 38. One 
of the wounded midshipmen died on his passage 
to St. Salvador, in the U. S. brigantine Torn 
Bowline.-Captain Biddle says: " Theyacknow
ledge a loss ()f 14 killed." The Penguin's first 
and second lieutenants, and master, all agree in 
stating, that except the midshipman, (whose 
death was not known to Lieutenant M'Donald 
at the date of his letter,) no more than 10 men 
were kilJed, or mortally wounded. 

It is a very unpleasant task to be compelled 
t() contradict sta:tement after statement in the 
c)fficial co .... espondence of a national officer. 
Yet Captain Biddle's name is familiar to the 
)·eade .. , as the man who, though himself the 
prize-master, wrote home, on a former ()ccasion, 
a false accOlmt of a British man of war's arma
men~. (See p. 149.) He now ventures to say, 
that the Hornet " did not receive a single 
round shot in her hull." Why, several shot-holes 
along the Hornet's q uarte .. , sta .. ed the Penguin's 
officers and men in the face as they stepped 
from the boat up her sides. Her round-house 
was completely shot away, and she received one 
shot under water, that kept the men constantly 
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at the pumps. All this was known to every 
man belonging to the Penguin. How, indeed, 
could it be kept secret? Yet, says Mr. Biddle, 

-"this ship did not receive a sing'le round-shot 
in her hull"! 

J' After such a statement, we· cannot be sur
'pris.ed that the Hornet's loss should be made so 
trifling as 1 killed, and 11 wounded; of whom 
one died. - Lieutenant M'Donald says, that the 
the Penguin was not taken possession of, till 35 

. minutes after she surrendered. Even some time 
then elapsed before the prisoners were removed. 
Just as-MI'. Kirk, one of the Penguin's midship~ 
men,and the very first prisoner that reached 
the Hornet, was stepping upon her deck, the 
crew were in the act of throwing a man over
board; but a struggle, or convulsive twitch in 
the body, occasioned his being hauled in again. 
'The poor wretch's lower jaw had been nearly all 
Shot away; yet he lived, and was walking about
the deck in the course of a few days. This 
~hews in what a hurry the American officers 

'were, to get their killed out of the way before 
the arrival of the prisoners; and the time ne· 

'. cessary to remove every appearance of blood 
llndcarmige, contributed to the delay in send. 
ing for them." Even when the British did come 

"on board, buckets of water were dashing about, 
. and bI'ooms at work, on all parts of the deck. 
The Penguin's second lieutenant, counted 16 of 
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the Hornet's men lying in their cots; and seve
ral of her men told some of their former ship
mates, whom they discovered among the Pen· 
guin's crew, that the Hornet had 10 men killed 
by the first and second broadsides; and that 
several of the dangerously wounded were thrown 
overboard, because their surgeon was afraid to 
amputate, owing to his want of experience! 
(See p. 181.) 

The Penguin mounted the usual armament of 
her class; sixteen carronades, 32-pounders, two 
long 6-pounders, and a 12-pound boat-carronade. 
She had one swi,'el only; and that was mounted 
upon the capstan, and shot away, the first broad. 
side. Captain Biddle places "swivels in her 
tops;" and has converted her long 6s into 
"12s." To give these double effect, he adds: 
" She had a spare. port forward, so as to fight 
both her long guns of a side." How happened 
it not to occur to C~ptain Biddle, that she 
might have fought one of her" swivels" through 
the hawse-hole? The fact is, the American cap
tain was sick in his cabin, with the creak in his 
neck; and saw little or nothing of the Penguin, 

, after she struck. But, had he only read that 
part of his letter to " Mr. Mayo, who had been 
in charge of the prize," that gentleman would 
have told him, that the Penguin's long guns 
were not static;med forward,. but in two 'mid sip
ports; whose carronades had been shifted tQ 
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the foremost ones. Here was a blunder! Even 
had the Penguin's long guns been in their usual 
places, does so experienced a naval officer as 
Captain Biddle, venture to assert, that either of 
~hose guns could be used out of the bow-port, 
but as a chase-gun, pointed forwards. (See 
plate 3. fig. 2.) The Peacock's officer, in his 
letter in. the" Palladium," says thus: "On 
examining her (the Penguin's) guns after the 
action, a 32-lb. carronade on the side engaged, 
was fOltnd, with itlS tompion, as nicely puttyed 
and stopped in, as it was the day she left Spit
head."-The Penguin'S late second lieutenant, 
lVIr.- Elwin, (who commanded the fore-mast 
guns,) and her late master, Mr. Atkinson, both 
declare, most solemaly, that the above para
graph is, in an its parts, a gross falsehood; and 
that the Penguin had not even a sham or wooden 
gun-muzzle, (see p. 365,) as a pretext for the 
assertion .. 

The Penguin was commissioned, for the first 
time, in November, 1613; and waited at Sheer
ness, for men, till June, 1814. Her complement 
was then made up; and consisted, with a full 
allowance of boys, of very young and very old 
men; the former, pressed men; the latter, dis
charged ineffectives. Of her 121 men and boys, 
12 only had ever been in action. The Penguin 
was, in the September following, ordered to the 
Cape of Good Hope. There she lost a great 
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many of her men by sickness; and, previous t(} 
her sailing' on the cruize in which she was cap
tured, received a loan of 12 supernumerary rna· 
rines' from the Medway 74. Her purser waif 
left sick at the Cape. On going' into action 
with the Hornet, she had, of her proper crew, 
93 men, and 17 boys; making, with the 12 Su

pernumerary marines, 105 men, and 17 boys; 
total 122. Captain Biddle says: "The enemy 
acknowledge a complement of 132." This gen
tleman has enough to answet· for; let us, there
{-ore, consider the error to have been the pl'in~ 
ter's, in the substitution of a 3 for a 2. Bnt, there· 
is still a mistake in the-number of prisonersre
ceived. These amounted' to 116,-instead of 
" US,' including the 4 that died of their 
wounds,"-which, with the 6 kiJled in action, 
makes 122; the total of tne Penguin'S c(}mple. 
men!. The New York account of this " bril. 
liant victory," published on the 4th of July, 
(the best day in the year for embellishments Qf 
this sort,) gave the Penguin "a crew of 158 
men." 

The. Hornet, this time, mounted eighteen 3~
pound carronades, and two long 18, instead of 
9 pounders; which 18s, owing to their additional 
length audweight, were fought through two 
'midship ports, similar to the Penguin's 68. 

The Hornet mounted, in her tops, swivels or 
musquetoons, each throwing 50 buck.shot at a 
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discharge; and, upon her starboard-quarter~ 
two large swivels, fitted on chocks. Chain and 
bar shott old nails," &c. in abundance, were fired 
from her guns: the former contributed chiefly 
to the fall of the Penguin's fore-mast and bow
sprit; the lattm' afflicted t he wounded, in the 
usual manner. Captain Biddle says, that he 
was " 8 men short of complement." In this so
litary instance he appears to have been correct; 
for the British officers state, that the Hornet 
commenced aetion with 165 men; making, with 
the 8 absent, 173; the number proved as that 
ship's complement when she engaged the Pea .. 
cock. (See p. 204.} Lieutenant M'Donald 
says, "not a boy was amongst them ;." but 
Lieutenant Elwin saw one, so called, a servant 
in the officer's mess-room; and he"was between 
16 and 17 years old.-That some of the Homet', 
men were natives of the United Kingdom, wali 
wellknown to several of the Penguin's ship'~ 
company; and, if a still greater number were 
not of that-description, how are we to account 
for the unmanly and frantic consternation, so 
general on board the Hornet, when that ship 
afterwards expected to be captured by the Corn
wallis 74?~"-Many of our men/' says an ex .. 
tract from a private journal of one of the Hor .. 
nees offi(:ers, " had been impressed and impri .. 
soned i for years in that lH>rrible service, and 
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hated them and their nation with the most 
deadly animosity; while the rest of the crew, 
horror-struck by the relation of the sufferings 
of their shipmates, who had been in the power 
of the English, and now equally flushed with 
rage, joined heartily in execrating the present 
authors of our misfortune. Captain Biddle mus
tered the crew, and told them, he was pleased 
with their conduct during the chase, and hoped 
still to percei ve the propriety of conduct which 
had always marked their character, and that of 
the American tar generally; that we might 'soon 
expect to be captured, &c. Not a dry eye 'va~ 
to be seen at the mention of capture." (Nav. 
ehron. vol. xxxiv. p. 379.)· In another place, 
we are termed" a cruel and vindictive enemy." 
1\11'. Biddle caUs aU this " propriety of con
duct" !-Of whatever nation the Hornet's men 
were, they, in the first instance, were picked 
seamen; and, by constant drilling at the guns, 
during five or six years, might ,vell acquire that 
skill in gunnery, which they evinced in their 
actions with the Peacock and the Penguin. 

So much has appeared about the size of the 
British IS-gun brigs, that, to notice any thing 
more of what the Americans have said upon the 
subject, may be deemed superfluous. To set 
the question quite at rest, it will only be neces
sary to place opposite to the Penguin's actnal 
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dimensions, as taken by her builder, the dimen. 
sions given to her by Captain Biddle, and since 
published in a New York paper. 

Dimensions of H.1I1. late brig Penguin. 

JVTten built. 

Length of deck, from rabbit ~ 
to rabbit 5 

Breadth over both wails, 

Ditto extreme, or for mea- ~ 
fl surement, 5 

Diuo moulded, or ac.ross the ~ 
frame, 5 

,Thickness of top-sides, at l 
'mid'hip port-sill, 5 

Do. do. at opper port-timber, 

Height from water's ed~e to~ 
lop of hammocks a-mid
ships, whell stowed, . 

Distance between tarronade- 2 
, sliMs, 5 

Ditto from centre-line or~ 
axis of one ca:rronade, In . 

centre-line or axis of the 
uext, 

I 
When captured. 

Ft. In. 

100 5 " Length on deck, llO ft." 

31 l~ 1 
30 7~ (' Breadth of beam, 31~ ft." 

30 l~ J 

II 7 

"Thicknessof bulwarks, 12 in." 

" Ditto at top of port, IO! in," 

" Height of bl11warks~ 
where hammocks are 13 ft." 
stowed, 

: : ~ "nt,,,,,, ,,,,," g'". 10 fe" 

J 

In the Times newspaper, of September 3, 

1815, is the following paragraph :-" A Swiss 
paper observes, that there are in Switzerland, 
no fewer than eleven different foot-measures, and 
50 different kinds of weight."-Who knows but 

. this may be, in some degree, the case in the 

United States ?-Either the foot-measure em· 
ployed upon the Penguin, by Captain Biddle's 
officers, differs materially from the English foot
measure, or some error exists in the wording- of 
the 'items. For instance, fig. 3. pl. 3. will shew, 

KK 
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that, according to Englislt foot.measure, the 
Penguin was" no feet" round the bottom and 
inside of her bulwarks, and not " on deck." 
The Hornet's " length on deck," measured in 
the same place, and by the same rule, wouJd be 
at least 123, instead of 11'2 feet.-It is doubt. 
ful, whether the" 3It feet" may not have been 
intended for 31 feet 1 t, the breadth over 
both wails. Any difference in the remainder 
of the items is immaterial. The dimensions of 
the Hornet have already been compared with 
those of the brig Peacock; a vessel of the same 
~ize as the Penguin. (See p. 206.) 

Comparative force of tlte two vessels. 

Penguin, brig. 

B d 'd 1 . d {J. guns. 6 foa S1 e·meta In poun s, o6S carr. .. 
--£74 

Complement, ;- men, 105 
Lboys, 17 

--J£2 
Size in ton~, 387 

Hornet,ship. 

18 
288 
-- 306 

163 
Q 

-- 165 
450 

As Britons, we should be ashamed to offer 
this trifling disparity of force, as an excuse f01" 
the Penguin's capture. The chief cause is to be 
sought in that which cannot be made apparent 
in figures,-the immense disparity between the 
two vessels in the fitting of their guns, and the 
effecti veness of their crews. 

A ship's g'un, cast adrift, not only becomes 
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ntterlyuseless as a weapon of offence or de~ 

fence, but, in the very act of breaking loose, 
maims and disables the men stationed at it; 
and, if the sea is rough j (as Captain Biddle 
says it was in the present instance\) continues 
to cause destruction alliong the crew, generally, 
till again lashed to the ship's side. How much 
is the evil encreased, if, as in the Penguin's case, 
instead of one gun; several gilDS break loose. 
In the midst of all this delay and self-destfl1c~ 
tion, the enemy, Ilninterruptedin his opera
tions, and animated by the feeble resistance he 
meets, quickens his fire; and, conquering at 
last, fails not to a~cl'ibe, solely to his skin and 
valor, that victory, which accident had partly 

gained for him. 

On the 27th of April, the U. S. ships Peacock 
and Hornet were so closely pursued by the 
Cornwallis 74,tl1at the first-named ship pa~ted 
from her consort, and afterwards proceeded 

alone to the Indian seas; the intended cruizing
ground of the American squadron, when joined 

by the President. (See p. 426.) 
. On the 30th of June, the Peacock, being off 

Anjier; in the Straits of Sunda, fell in with the 
honorable East India company's cruiser Nauti
lus, commanded by Lieutenant I Charles Boyce. 

The British and American accounts of this ren

contre'; differ, m:1tel"ially, as to one fact ;-the 
KK2 
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knowledge of Captain Warrington, at the time 
he approached the Nautilus with a hostile inten
tion, that peace had been signed between Great 
Britain and the United States. We will, in the 
first instance, suppose the American officer to 
have been unacquainted with the circumstance, 
till, as he admits, (App. No.l1S,) he was hailed, 
and asked if he knew ofil, by the Nautilus's com
mander. After that, would not a humane man,
would not a brave officer, have deferred firing, 
till he had ascertained the fact ?-But Captain 
Warrington says: " I considered the assertion, 

coupled with his arrangements for action, a 
finesse on his part, to amuse us, till he could 
place himself under the protection of the fort." 
It was, then, an " assertion," as Lieutenant Boyce 
states ;-happy inconsistency !-and a most im
portant assertion too, concluding with, "I have 
Mr., Madison's proclamation on board."-Had 
not the Nautilus" shortened sail," and" hove
to" ?-:-Did that appear as if her commander 
wished to "place himself under the protection 
of the fort" ? And that fort, instead of being 
at " a short distance," was five miles off.-'Was 
it not time for Lieutenant Boyce to make " ar
rangements for action," when he saw a ship hke 
the Peacock bearing' down upon him, with ports 
ready-opened ?-It never occulTed to that officer, 

, that his vessel's being" in an unprepared state," 
(see p. 67,) would serve for an excuse. Let us 
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lOuppose, for a moment, that, just as the Ameri
can commander was listening to the hail from 
the Nautilus, she became suddenly transformed 
into' H. M. ship Volage, a sister-vessel to the 
Cyane, (see p. 467,) and at that time cruizing 
in the East Indies :-Captain Warrington would 
then have promptly hailed in turn, with the 
best speaking-trumpet in the ship; thanked 
Captain Drury for his politeness; and been the 
first to urge the folly, not to say wickedness, of 
wounding and killing each other, while any 
doubt existed about peace having been signed. 
Eut it was a vessel he could almost hoist on 
board the Peacock; he therefore called out: 
" Haul down your colours instantly."- This 
" reasonable demand," (App. No. 117,) Lieute
nant Eoyce considered, very properly, as an im
perious and insulting mandate; and, fully alive 
to the dignity of the British flag, and to the 
honor of the service of which he was so distin
guished an ornament, prepared to cope with a 
ship, whose immense superiority, as she over
shadowed his little bark, gave him nothing to 
expect short of a speedy annihilation . ..;.... Then, 
says Captain Warrington, (App. No. 118,) " one 
of the forward guns was fired at her, which was 
immediately returned by a broadside from the 
brig: our broadside was then discharged, and 
his colours were struck, after having six lascarfl 
killed, and seven or eight wounded." -~ The N au-
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tilus's master, Mr. Joseph Bartlett, was on board 
the Peacock, during the action, (App. No. 114,) 
and swears positively, that" two or three broad. 
sides were fired;" and that the American conti. 
nued his fire, even after the flag, and, as it ap
pears, until the pendant, of the Nautilus was 
hauled down. Nineteen of the crew have de
posed to the same effect. Captain Warrington's 
object in framing this falsehood, was evidently 
to shew, what execution had been done by his 
one broadside. 

From the first gun fired, two of the Nautilus's 
men were killed; and Lieutenant Boyce was 
dangerously wounded: a grape-shot, measuring 
two inches and one-third, in diameter, entering 
at the outside of his hip, and passing out 
close under the back-bone. This severe wound 
did not, however, disable him. In a few mi. 
nutes, a 32-pound shot struck obliquely on his 
right knee, shattering the joint, splintering 
the leg-bone downwards, and the thigh-bone a 
great way upl\'ards !-This, as may be supposed, 
laid him prostrate on the deck. The first, and 
only lieutenant, received a mortal wound: the 
master, who would have been the next officer, 
was on board the Peacock. It was then, and 
not till then, that the gallant Boyce, lying 
bleeding on the deck, ordered the Nautilus's 
colours to be struck. 

Of the "six lascars killed," two were Euro~ 
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ropean invalids, and one a seaman: of the 
" seven or eight (lascars) wounded," two were sea
men ;-and was Lieutenant Mayston a "lascar"? 
-was Lieutenalit Boyce a " lascar" ?-That 
Captain Warrington well knew he was uttering 
a falsehood, is clear; because the Peacock's 
surgeon had, at Lieutenant Boyce's request, at
tended the Nautilus's wounded; and his official 
)'eturn would certainly have noticed a distinc
tion so evident, as that of native and European. 
Those wlHl know in what low estimation per
sons of colour are held by the government and 
people of the United States, can readily under
stand, why Captain Warrington used the word 
" lascars." What is killing half a dozen "las
cars," and depriving another of an arm, and 
two others of a leg each ?-It was not so, 
when John Pierce, an "American citizen," was 
killed, or said to have been killed, by an acci
dental shot from the Leander. Captain Whitby 
was proclaimed as a murdel'er; and the Ameri
can government was not satisfied till our's had 
tried him for the crime. (See Nav. ehron. 

,701. xxviii. p. 270.) 
The Nautilus's first lieutenant, Mr. Mayston, 

languished till the 3d of Decembel',-a period 
of five months !-when a mortification of his 
wound carried him off. About a fortnight after 
the action, Lieutenant Boyce suffered amputa~ 

tion, vel'y near his hip, on account of the length 
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and complication of the fracture. The pain and 
danger of the operation was augmented by the 
proximity of the grape-shot wound. His life 
was subseqq.ently despaired of; but, after a 
long course of hopes and fears to his numerous 
friends, this brave and amiable young man (or 
what Captain Warrington has left of him) still 
surVIves. 

The damage and loss of the Peacock, as state{l 
in Lieutenant Boyce's letter, was as much as, 
from the shortness of the action, and the immense 
disparity between the two vessels, could rea
sonably be expected. 

Of course, the American captain, who had 
bimself escaped unhurt, the moment he was in
formed of the casualties on board his prize, 
~ither visited, or sent a condoling message 
to, her so dreadfully mangled commander?
Reader! he did neither.-Captain Warrington,- . 
in the words of the pOOl' sufferer, in his memo
rial to the court of directors,-" proved himself 
totally destitute of fellow-feeling and commise .. 
ration; for, during the time he retained posses
sion of the Nautilus," (which was till 2 o'clock 
the next afternoon,) " he was not once moved to 
make a common-place inquiry after the memo
rialist, in his then deplorable condition."-In an 
American officer, we had perhaps no right to 
look for the politeness of a gentleman; but we 
did expect the feelings of a man. 
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The annament of the Nautilus consisted of ten 
carronades, I8-pounders, and four long 9-pound
ers; total 14 guns. Her complement, composed 
of European invalid-soldiers, natives of India, 
British seamen, and boys, amounted to about 
100: equal, perhaps, to a regular man of war's 
complement of 60 or 70. She measured about 
180 tons. Lieutenant Boyce's account (App. 
No. 118.) of the Peacock's force in guns, agrees 
with that given at a preceding page: (p. 348:) 
that her complement was now larger than there 
stated, is not improbable. Perhaps, it was to 
strike terror into the minds of the lascars on 
board the Nautilus, as the Peacock lay along
side, that Captain Warrington made his men 
wear their boarding-helmets or sc ul1-caps; (see 
p. 466;) but it produced no such effect. 

The reader is referred to the Boxer's force, as 
stated at po 267, and to the Peacock's, at p. 249, 
as the best means of judging of the comparative 
force, in broadside-weight of metal, complement, 
and size in tons, between the Nautilus and Pea
cock. The disparity there shewn, and the gal. 
lantry so conspicuous in the officers and crew of 
the British vessel, win remind him of the Little 
Belt and President; (see p. 72;) nor will he fail 
tQ contrast Lieutenant Boyce's surrender of the 
Nautilus, with Master-commandant Joseph Bain
bridge's surrender of the Frolic, the Peacock's 

/ sister-ship. (See p. 338.) We know not where. 
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to refer the reader, for a parallel to the behaviour 
of Captain Warrington! 

It now becomes necessary to consider the facts 
attending this action, or more particularly the 
commencement of it by Captain Warrington, as 
they arise out of the statements of the British 
officers, who had gone on board the Peacock, 
and remained in her during, and long after, the 
(lngagement. Captain Warrington admits, that 
the master-attendant, an Anjier, came Qn baord, 
" a few minutes before coming in contact with 
the brig." (App. No. 118.) Mr. Macgregor, 
upon his oath, says: "Rather more than a quar
ter of an hour ."-The portion of credit due to 
any assertion of Captain Warrington, may be 
measured by the concealment and falsehood, so 
conspicuous in his account of the Epervier's ac~ 
tion. (See p. 342, 345,) He was guilty of 
falsehood fully as gross and illiberal, when he 
subseq uendy charged the Epervier's officers, 
with assisting the crew in embezzling the specie 
that was on board; but the brig's first lieute
nant, as soon as he recovered from his desperate 
wounds, compelled Captain Warrington to re
call his words.-Nothing appears in Captain 
Wanington's letters, about the arrival on board 
the Peacock of the Nautilus's master, Mr. 
Bartlett; and who was the " officer of the 
army" that came in the second boat?-COl'llet 
White, a passenger on board the Nautilus, who 
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requested to accompany Mr. Bartlett, in the 
gig, to obtain information. Captain Warring
ton had his reasons, no doubt, for concealing~ 
in his official despatch, that he had any of the 
Nautilus's officers or crew on board his vessel.--
Scarcely had Mr. Bartlett stepped upon the 
deck, than, without being allowed to ask a q lles
tion, he was hurried below. Happily, Mr. 
Macgregor met with rather better success. The 
instant he arrived on board, he communicated 
to the Peacock's first lieutenant, the o.lOst au
thentic information of peace having been con.;. 
eluded between Great Britain and America; 
grounded on no less authority than Mr. Madi
son's proclamation; which Mr. Macgl'egor had 
himself received from an American ship, passing 
the Straits on her way to China .. What effect 
had this communication ?-Captain Warrington, 
whom the single word " Peace!" ought to have 
made pause, before he proceeded to spill the 
blood of his fellow-creatures, ordered Mr. Mac
gregor " to be taken below."-Had the master
attendant no opportunity of communicating his 
important intelligence to any other of the Pea
cock's officers ?-In his way below, Mr. Mac
gregor met the pursel', who was in superintend
ance of the magazine, and repeated to him what 
he had told his first lieutenant. The pUI'sel' 
jocosely said :-" I do not know !tow we can avoid 

a little brush." Almost immediately afterwards, 
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Mr. Macgregor (according to Lieutenant 
Boyce's memorial) heard orders given, to return 
the ammunition into the magazine; which 
shewed an evident relinquishment of the inten_ 
tion to attack the Nautilus. But, while the or. 
ders were executing, they were countermanded; 
and all hostile preparations resunwd. It was 
then that Mr. Macgregor was desired to retire 
into one of the side cabins; and, very soon af
terwards, the firing commenced.-Captain War
rington, in his letter, to Mr. Macgregor, says: 
"In consequence of the infol'mation received 
from you, and the several different sources from 
which I have heard that a peace had been con
cluded, &c."-Here it would appear, as if Cap
tain Warrington had received iuformation of the 
peace, from other parties than those in the two 
boats, which, he admits, came on boardjust pre
vious to the action. But the offic:ialletter says: 
"The next day, after receiving such intelligence 
as they" (the" master-attendant" and "officer 
of the army") "had to communicate on the 
subject, (part of which was official,) I gave up 
the vessel, &c." This proves, that the source of 
all Captain 'Varrington's information on the 
subject, arose out of the communication of those 
very persons, who, as he says, "were, with their 
men, passed below;" and that part of such com· 
munication consisted of a copy of Mr. Madi
son's proclamation, is pretty evident, from the 
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words, "part of which was official."-But, 
says Captain Warrington, the master-attendant 
and" officer of the army," " very improperly, 
omitted mentioning that peace existed." In ad~ 
dition to the positive oath of Mr. lVJacgregor, as 
to his previous conversation with the Peacock's 
first lieutenant and purser, it may smely be asked, 
-Would two officers, who had voluntarily en
tered on board the ship of a nation, with whom 
they knew a peace had just been concluded, have 
acted so " very improperly" as to suffer them~ 
selves to be made prisoners, without some such 
words as-" Peace is signed"-bursting from 
theirlips? Even the ceremony of gagging, how
ever quickly performed, could not have stopped 
an exclamation, which their personal liberty, 
and every thing that was dear to them as men, 
would prompt them to utter. The same motives 
would have operated upon the two boats' crews; 
and there cannot be a doubt, that they all 
gave some sort of intimation, that peace had
been signed. But Captain Warrington, as the 
purser said, wanted to have a little brusA with 
the British brig. He saw, at once, what a di. 
minutive vessel she was; and, accordingly, 01'

ordered his men to fire into her. They did so;
and how much in earnest, has cJready appeared. 
Fearful that these facts would come to light, 
Captain Warrington had additional reasons for 
_endeavouring to lessen the enormity of his of-
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fence, in stating that "lascars" were the only 
suiferers.-Poor wretches! and were they to be 
butchered with impunity, because their com
plexion and the American captain's were of 
different hues ?-Whose heart was the blackest, 
the transaction in which they Jost their lives, has 
already shewn to the world.-Had it been tbe 

Volage, as we said before, that was in sight to~ 
leeward, every man in the Peacock, in less thall 
three minutes after the master-attendant and 
the other officers came on board, would hal'e 
been informed of the peace. Captain Waning
ton would have approached the stranger, if he 
approached at all, 'without opening his ports, 01; 

displaying his helmets. I n short, he that hec
tored so much in one case, would have fawned 
as much in the other; and the commander of the 
U. S. sloop Peacock,vould have run no risk of 
being, by his government, "blamed for ceasing" 
-or rather, for not commencing-" hostilitie~i 
without more authentic evidence, that peace had
been concluded. H (App. No. 118.) 

The governol' .. general of India, the lieutenant
governors of Batavia, and of Java, and the dif~ 
ferent heads of departments throughout the 
British dominions in the east, also the king's 
navy, and the king's army, serving there, have 
all been unanimous in bestowing the tribute of 
praise upon the noble bebaviour of Lieutenant 
Boyce. Nor has less unanimity prevailed, as to 
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the opinion entertained of Captain Warrington. 
The governor-general of India, sitting in coun~ 
cil, says: "He contemplates Captain Warring
ton's proceeding, as destitude of any possible 
extenuation."-Captain John Hayes, master-at
tendant at Calcutta, in his public letter, de
scribes Captain W'arrington as " the ruffian who 
has alike dishonoured himself, and disgraced the 
<:;olumbian eagle."-It was, indeed, a dastardly 
act; anact,in all its circumstances, surpassing 
the generality of those, which, when committed 
by an. Alg€rinepirate,-an acknowledged bar
Qa1'ian,~haveso often made our blood boil with 
iq4ignatlon .. The name of WARRINGTON will 
Qe held, in execration by every man, no matter 
of what country, upon whQm the caBs of' huma
nity have been allowed to operate.-But th~ 
}I~opl€ of the United States boast of their civi
li~ation: and, as to their navy in particular, 
see what a ce]ebl'ated Massachusett's orator, and 
a federalist too, Mr. Cyrus King,~wlJether in 
earnest or burlesque it· is difficult to deter.,. 
mtne,-hus said of it :-" A navy identified with 
glory itself; the heroes of which, if I may be 
permitted the allusion, have fixed the stal's of 
our flag in the heavens, as a new and brilliant 
constellation in this western hemisphere; a sign 
in which we conquer; our heavenly guide to 
victory:"-Truly, Captain Warrington himself, 

(as the frontispiece to the " Naval Monument" 
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shews,) is one of these fustian "heroes;" his 
slaughter of the Nautilus's crew, arose, no doubt, 
from a " heavenly" impulse; and his attack 
and capture of the little vessel,-his behaviour 
to his wounded prisoner,-his lies,-meanness, 
and proceedings altogether, have added consi
derable -' glory" to the American navy! ! ! 

To view the affair in a national light, let us 
reverse the case. A British, attacks and cap
tur€s an American cruizer, under circumstances, 
as to force and otherwise, precisely similar to 
those already related :-that it can be only a 
supposititious case, is a Briton's consolation. 
The moment the news reaches America, the 
whole eighteen United States are up in arms; 
the lives of the British residents are put in jeo
pardy; the vocabulary of abuse is exhausted 
upon the British nation; and a demand of repa
ration, accompanied by a threat, is instantly for
warded to the British government; That govern
ment, with its known magnanimity, and more 
upon principle than policy, disavows the act; 
punishes its officer; and, as in the Chesapeake's 
case, offers to pension the wounded, and the 
families of the killed.--What either govel~n

ment will do, in the case of Lieutenant Boyce 
and Captain 'Varrington, is difficult to say:
what both govemments ought to do, rises upper
most in the breast of every honorable man ac
q uainted with the transaction. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

American list of the naval triumphs and captures 
, on each side-Gross errors in their prize ... lisi$ 

detected-'No account given by Americans of 
their own captured privateers and merchantmen 
-True account of British and American ves<l. 
sels, of all sorts, captured or destroyed---Our 
loss in national vessels much exaggerated~Ame~ 
rican loss in the same grossly dificient-True 
account stated.-American and British triumpht 
submitted to arithmetical calculation-Remarks 
thereon--Reason given for our triumphs ha'ving 
been so few--Majestic and new Guerritre~ 

Nymphe and Constitulion-Tenedos and Con .. 
gress-Captain Broke's system of discipline.......; 
Practised on board many of the frigates and 
other vessels on the North American station~ 
Concluding rema1'ks. 

THE editor of the "American" Sketches (if 
the War," winds up his account of the naval 
transactions between the two countries, in the 
fOllowing words :-" Thus terminated a war of' 
two years and eight months, in which the naval 
arm. of the United States were fifteen, and those 
of Great, Britain, four tirnes~ tdumphant; and 

L L 



514 NAVAL OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

during which, the former lost 3 frigates, 7 
sloops, and 5 smaller vessels, of war; whilst 
the latter lost 5 frigates, 19 sloops of war, (one 
of which was blown up by a land-battery,) 
several gun-brigs and schooners, 2 brigs cut out 
from· under the guns of a fort; and upwards of 
1500 merchantmen, captured by private~armed 
vessels." - We thank Mr. Thomson for furnish
ing so g'ood a text for the present chapter; aQd 
shall make use of it accordingly. 

Inverting his order, let us commencewitn 
the "1500 merchantmen." Mr. Clarke, who~e' 
,york was published on the 3d of January;~ 
1814, gave, occupying 43 pages, a list of cap
tured British vessels, amounting to 729; " ex
tracted from Niles's 'Veekly Register."-As this 
miscellany was held in high esteem by the Ame
ricans, Mr. Thomson, most probably, took from 
it his number; which agrees with Mr. Clarke's, 
when we consider, that the one comprized the 
captures made during the whole, the other, 
during about half, of the" two years and eight 
months."-The general correctness of " Niles's 
\Veekly Register," as a prize-list, may be tolera~! 
b1yappreciated by the following extracts, which . 
a very slight glance has discovered :-

"266. BrigUnion, from Guern.\ "270. Brig Union, from G uern· 
iey for Grenada, sent iuto Old sey for St. Christopher's,sent into 
Town" (close to New York) "by New York by the General Atm· 
the General Armstrong', priva.! strong." 
leer, &c." 
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"295. Packet Townsend, from 
Falmouth for BarIJadoes, heavily 
armed, captured by the Tom of 
Baltimore, &c. " 

" 673, Schoo[]er Fame, of Bar
badoes, laden with Madeira wi[]e, 
captured by the Saratoga, &c." 

:< 

335." The British king's packet 
Townsend, 9 guns, and \l8 me[], 
taken by the Tom of l:laltimore, 
&c," 

7 15. "Schooner Fame, from 
BarIJadoes for Berbice, &c. cap
tured by the Saratoga." 

f There are several items which agree in every 
thing but a slight difference in the name, as: 
"Brig Two Friends;" -" Brig Friends ;"
" Packet Ann ;"-" Brig Ann ;"-no doubt re~ 
ferring to the same vessel. Even American ves
sels are included in Mr. Niles's list, thus: "698. 

An American schooner from one of the eastel'n 
ports, &c. for Halifax."-We read also: " 116. 
Brig General Bhke, under Spauish colours, &c." 
None of the captured British ships of war are 
left out; not even, "630. His Britannic ma
jesty's gun-vessel burnt on Lake Ontario." Of 
what description some of the merchant-prizes 
al'e, will appear by this :-"704, 705, 706, 707, 

708, 709, 710. Sevel~ small-craft captured on 
the" St. Lawrence, &c."-As some allowance, 
theiefore, for the double entries, and the yessels 
l1otBritish, we may safely deduct, from Mr. 
Tho~son's list of" 1500," one-fifth; which will 
reduce it to 1200; and that including, not only 
" merchantmen," but every description of vessel~ 
from the frigate Guerriere down to "a Nova
S(,:pt'ia shallop." Mr. Thomson has not thought 
it worth his while, to state how many American 

LL2 



516 NAVAL OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

" merchantmen" were captured by the British, 
during the "two years and eight months."
According to a list laid before parliament, in 
February, 1815, previous to the returns from Ire .. 
Jand, the East Indies, and the Cape of Good 
Hope being received, and not including captures 
by privateers, there were, detained in ports of 
the United Kingdom, and captured or de
stroyed, 1407 American merchant-vessels. . If 
to this we add, "228 American privateers"/' 
and, as appears by list No. 120 in the Appen .. 
dix, 64 American national cruizers; and con
sider the incompleteness of the parliamentary 
list, for want of the full returns, as sufficient to' 
cover any inaccuracies to be found in it, we are 
thus enabled to shew, the relative numbers of 
British and American vessels, of every descrip
tion, captured or destroyed during the late war: 

N0'1 No. 
British vess~ls. of} I £00 American vell~el~ of} J 699 

every deSCrIptIOn, every descnptlOn, 

Let those who consider the numbers as less 
unequal than they ought to be,- reflect that~ 
while the Americans had scarcely any unarmed 
merchant-ships afloat, we had them darkening 
every sea; and that, although the force of the 
Americans in national cruizers, was compara
tively insignificant, their privateers amounted, 
in number, to a third of our navy in commission. 

Now for the $eparate· consideration of the. 
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national cruizers, captured or destroyed, during 
- the " two years and eight months."-Our "5 

,frigates" include, of course, the Confiance and 
Cyane; but the remainder of Mr. Thomson's 
list is quite unintelligible. The whole number 
of British sloops and " gun-brigs" captured or 
aestroyed by the Americans, as wen on the 
'lakes, as on the ocean, amounts, excluding the 
two "frigates" Confiance and Cyane, and in. 

-~luding the two recaptured sloops Frolic and 
-levant, to 16. By adding Commodore Mac-
donough's "two sloops of war," (see p. 420,) 
and Mr. Thomson's " large sloop of war," (see 
p .. 264,) we have certainly his number,-" 19 
sloops of 'war." But how has he scraped toge
ther his" several gun-brigs"? The" two brigs, 
cut out from under the gnns of a fort," must 
mean, the provincial vessel, Detroit, captured 
from the Americans, when General Hull surren
dered, and the Caledonia, a trading-vessel be
longing to the north-west company; magnified 
into a cruizer by the American editors. 

Mr. Thomson says, his countrymen lost but 
"3 frigates" during the late war; and yet, ac
cording to his own book, besides the President, 
Chesapeake, and Essex, " a new first-rate fri
gate at Washington," and the " U. S. frigate 
Adams, at Penobscot," were among the number. 
It is singular, too, that, in his description of the 
]oss at Washington, he mentions not a word 
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about the frame of the 74-gun-ship, or the two 
old frigates, New York and Boston. His" 7 
sloops" should have been 9; and his" 5 smaller 
vessels," 4S. (See App. No. 120,) With such 
lists before them, no wonder the people of the 
United States firmly believe, that they have had 
the best of the war. Here follow the aggregate 
numbers, in guns, men, and tons, of national 
cruizers, captured or destroyed on each side; 
according to the lists Nos. 119 and 120 iu the 
Appendix. 

British. 

NO'jGUDSr Men, [ Tons. 
Nat.ional}30 530 2751 10273 
crUizers, I . 

American. 

N0'IGUDS) Men'j Toni, 
N a~ional} 64 f:i60 2994 14848 
CrluzerSJ 

This differs a trifle from Mr. Thomson's 
statement. A full fourth of the loss on our side, 
consists of the fleets on Lakes Erie and Champ
lain. Had prudent, or promised arrangements, 
been adopted by the commander-in-chief in the 
Canadas, both fleets would have gained victo
ries; and the proportion between the respective 
guns, men, and tons, in the above statement, would 
then have been, like that between the number of 
vessels, fully as two to one. What other advan
tages we should have gained by the undisturbed 
possession, during the war, of Lakes Eri~ and 
Champlain, it is painful to contemplate, 

The capture of the gale. crippled Frolic, at 
the first of the war, g'ave the Americans full in., 
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formatioil of the force, in every particular, of 
the largest of OUf brig-rigged sloops. The 
tnasts of a vessel are the first part distinguish
able; ~nd it is notorious that, during the" two 
years and eight months," no American sloop 0 f 
~ar ventured to attack a British ship-rigged 
sloop of war; although the latter, as may be 
-seen by the Cberub's force, (p. 312, 316,) was 
far inferior, in complement and size, and, in 
broadside-weight of metal, superior, by a trifl.e 
only, to the Peacock and the other American 
corvettes. This affords a tolerable proof, that 
a difference of rig alone, in one class of our 
~ruizers, would have caused a sensible reduction 
in the list of American" triumphs." 
'j Owing to the gallant defences made by our 
ships, the Americans, out of 15 captured (ex
clusive of 1 sunk, and 2 fe-captured) British 
c)'uizers, at sea, carried only 9 into port. If we 
except the Vixen, which was shipwrecked, the 
whole of the 23 captured Amel'ican cruizers, at 
sea, were got safe into port by the British. (See 
App. No. 121.) The following statement shews 
the aggregate number, so carried in by each 
party:-

British. American. 

No. Guns. Men. Tons. 

Nationall 
crUlze.rs, .9 1"'1 9]93314 
at sea, I 

got in, 

N0'1 Guns. Men. I TOOl. 

National} 
cruizers, '2'2 3S(l 24306714 
at sea, I I 
got in, . 
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When we reflect upon the immens~ losses 
which our navy annually sustains, by ship
wreck, and by that most destructive epemy, the 
dry-rot, the lpss of British national cruizers to 
the Ame;ricaIJ,S, sinks into (}omparative insignifi
cance~ It is the question,-'Vhich party was 
most '~triumphant"?-that a Briton requires to 
have answered. Mr. Thomson boasts, t~at the 
~'l1aval arms of the United States, were fift~en 
times triumphant."-He must here include all 
our unsuccessful actions with Americall natiol}Cll 
vesse.s, and, no doubt, that in which ,; a large 
sloop of war" was captured by an America.,. 
privateer; (se.e p. 261;) but, as the conquerors, 
in the latter instance, were Frenchmen, Ameri~ 
cans can h~ve no triumph to claim. How cam~ 
.Mr. Thomson to omit the cases of the Landrail 
and Syren, ~nd St. Lawrence and Chasseur?~ 
Those actIons were not less" triumphant to th~ 
naval arms of the United States," than any of 
the fourteen he has recorded. Let us, now, sub~ 
mit each of these boasted " triumphs," to a 
.,imp]e arithmetical calculation. One aption, 
however,-the Levant and Cyane's with the 
Constitution,-cannot well be tried by that' 
test; because, there, carronades were opposed' 
to long guns, together with the we~ther-gage., 
Taking from the cGmparative shltement of force· 
in each of the remaining fifteen actions, tbe. 

sum-total of the broadside-metal in pounds and 
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complement, (size in tons omitted, because not 
so generally applicable,) on each side, and com~ 
paring them together, we obtain-giving up all 
fractions to the Americans -the following results : 

American,s " triumphant" over the British, 

once, I r IS. 
,once, 16. 
,three times, 14. 
twice, 

~ when superior in force, as 19 to -< 13. 
~ve times, 

I 
12. 

once, lO. 
once, 7. 
,once, J l 5. 

These are the " victories,"-these the " un. 
paralleled exploits," that have turned the brains 
'of the American people, and made ~'heroes" 
(prostituted word!) more plentiful in the United 
States, than in the oldest nation of Europe; and 
these are the "victories," too, which form the 
basis of that extraordinary discovery, - " the 
J.lloral and physical superiority of the Ameri. 
~an)over the British tar"!! 
It is admitted by the American editor, that 

the "naval arms of Great Britain have been 
four times tdumphant." One of the instances 
alluded to,-that of the Endymion and Presi
dent,-shall be excepted; because, although the 
action was fought exclusively between those 
ships, the final surl'endel' was made to a squadron. 



522 NA VAL OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

Had the Americans on board the corvette Frolic, 
felt the same regard for the honor of the flag, as 
the British in the Reindeer, of similar inferi
ority of force, ,,,e might still have been "four 
times triumphant." As it is, we must be con
tented; and, pursuing the same method of ex
tracting the relative force, as done in the Ameri. 
can "triumphs," here follow the results of our 
three successful actions. 

British" triumphant" ova the Americans, 

once,} h ., r 19 {17 . w en supel'zol' 111 lorce as to. 14 once, . 
once, when inferior in force as 17 to 19. 

As respects arithmetical proportion, two of 
these cases are allied to some of the Amedcan 
" triumphs;" but, in the first, the British had 
an inferiority in complement; which was never 
the case on the part of the A mericans. The two 
first cases in their list, approach nearest in point 
of proportion, to the first case in our's; but}. 
when we reflect upon the brig' Frolic's previous 
disabled state,-the Penguin's inefficient crew,-
the gallant defences made by both vesseJs,-'-the 
numerical superiority of the Argus's crew,-her 
easy capture, and whole-masted state,-we have 
nothing to regret, but that these important cir
cumstances cannot be expressed in figmes. 

The second case of proportions, in the British, 
lias [Qur numerical parallels in the American 
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list; yet it was the capture of the Essex which 
tbe editorof the" New Annual Register" brought 
forward, to support his humiliating position, 
"that, when we were victorious over the Ame
)'icans by sea, we were generally indebted for 
our success, to a greater superiority than even 
they had when fh~y were successful." (See 
p.359.) 

The last case in the British Jist,-and that 
which, to the encreased shame of what has just 
been quoted, was the first in pointof date,-ranks 
by itself.-Does anyone believe, that the Ameri. 
can government, than the whole fifteen tri
umphs, would not'rather have had to record, one 
such triumph as the Shannon's over the Chesa
peake?-Then, might Americans have boasted, 
with reason, of " the moral and physical supe
riority" of their seamen; and invented, if possible, 
new forms of language, to express the ecstacy of 
their feeling-so So completely, however, has the 
American public been deluded, by the letters of 
theofiicers, the speeches of the public orators, and 
the stories of the naval-history and newspaper 
editors, that it is a question if any alteration in 
their list of" triumphs," except encrease of num
ber, could give to the American people, a higher 
opinion of themselves than they now entertain. 

Considering what a number of British ships, 
after the first six or eight months of the war, 
were sent upon the American coast, it is not 
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unreasonable to askJ-How happened it, that W~ 
have so few victorions actions to record ?-did 
we ever allow the Americans an opportunity of 
meeting us at sea, in fair single combat?-In 
answering this, we will omit some few cases that 
occurred (p. 207,331) between the smaller classes 
of cruizers, and pass to the frigates, of each nation. 

One case, in which there was an equality of 
force, and another, in which a decided inequ~
lity was against us, have been already detailed. 
(See p. 327, 255.) After Commodore Rodgers's 
boast of his having sought an engagement with 
;L 74, (see p. 322,) those who could not persuade 
themselves, that he had previously run from a 
32-gun frigate and sloop, were much surprised 
when, in the fine new frigate Guerriere, all ready 

for sea, he was prevented from leaving the Dela. 
,Yare, by the presence of the Majestic, ra;;ee; car· 
rying the same weight of metal, though, per. 
haps, not so great a number of men. 

After Captain Broke left Boston Bay, with 
the Chesapeake, for Halifax, the Nymphe, Cap~ 
tain Epworth, took his station, and cruized 
there alone, for several weeks; the Tenedos" 
which was to have joined the Shannon on the 
14th of June, having proceeded to watch the 
harbour of Portsmouth N. Hampshire. The 
Nymphe was armed like any other 46-gun frigate, 
except as to having two long 18s, instead ofgs, 
upon the forecastle, and. a shifting 68~pOUDd 
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carronade upon the quarter-deck. While the 
'. Nymphe was thus blockading Boston, the Con~ 
stitution frigate, Captain Stewart, lay in Presi. 
dent Roads, with royal yards across, ready for 
1i~a. The Boston papers all noticed the pre
sence of the Nymphe; one of them adding:
" She intends, if opportunity offers, to meet the 
Constitution, as soon as she leaves port; in which 
~~e, the Nymphe will have a decided and im
porta~t advantage, as the Shannon had over the 
Che~apeake."-If the disparity of force, in this 
c,ase, made success improbable, more decidedly 
gallant was the Nymphe's behaviour . 
. For six weeks, during the autumn of 1813, did 

Captain Hyde Parker, in the Tenedos 46, exert 
his utmost to entice out of Portsmouth, the U. s. 
frigate Congress, Captain Smith, then lying 
there, perfectly ready for sea; but some" de
cided and important advantage" possessed by 
the former, kept the latter ship at her anchors; 
and the citizens of New Hampshire were not 
doomed to be spectators of a similar scene, to 
that so recently viewed from the hills of Massa& 
chusetts.-Lest the reader's confidence, as to the 
performances of a British frigate, should not yet 
have quite recovered from the shock it received 
at the first of the war, it may be right to inform 
him, that a British 46-gun frigate of 1813, was 
half as effective again as a British J!6-gun frigate 
of 1812 •. Not that the whole of the latter had 



5f26 NA "-AL OCCURRENCES HETWEEN 

neglected discipline, or lvere poorly manned: 
there were several exceptions; and among them 
the Shannon. Captain Broke, when the Shan
non "vas first fitted, in 1806, had her guns laid, 
(a most important operation,) under his own 

,directions. Be, next, had proper sights fitted. to 
them: in short, as Captain S. G. Pechell, in hi,~. 
very useful little pamphlet, 8aY8,-" nothing 
seems to have escaped Captain Broke in relld,er
inghis guns effective."-By constant training, 
the men were taught to manage them properly; 
and were freq uendy practised in firing at marks .. 
The guns, with the rammers, sponges, &c. placed, 
in readiness, were considered as the brightest or
naments of the Shannon's decks; and there, 
also, might be seen, shot and powder enough fOl' 

several broadsides. That the officer's comforts 
were, by this, somewhat abridged, Captain 
Broke's cabin gave the strongest proof. The 
Statira, Tenedos, Nymphe, Menelaus, Lacede
monian, Niemen, Armide, Seahorse, and several 
other 46-gun frigates on the North American sta~ 
tion, would each have shewn, had an opportunity 
offered, how well she could support the charac
ter of a British frigate. Many of the 42-gun 
class, on the same station, were behind the 
former in nothing but physical force. Foremost 
of the 74s, in gunnery, stood the St. Domingo, 
Captain S. G. Pechell. Highly disciplined,ulso, 
were the Ramilies, Hogue, Dragon, Superb, and 
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Bulwat·k. Each longed for a meeting with the 
In<lependence; but either of the three last
named only, was able to cope with her . 
. The chief credit due to the Americans in 

the naval conduct of the late war, is for the 
high state of preparation in which their feW' 
ships were, at its commencement; especially, 
when compared with the generality of our own, 
afthe same period. Considering the opinion 
wblch the Americans then entertained of a 
British frigate, Captain Hull deserved credit for 
bearing down upon the Guerriere: so would 
Captain Jones for attacl,ing the Frolic, as the 
first sloop, had the 1atter not been visibly dis
abled. But, upon the whole, there does not 
appear to he one American triumph detailed in 
these pages, in which the Americans would not 
have been chargeable with cowardice, had they 
declined to engage. 

In which of those triumphs, were the British-· 
not the assailants?-in how many of them, had 
they, from the moment they could distinguish 
tH.e force of their opponent, any reasonable hopes. 
of success ?-To attack, then, is the mark of true 
intfepidity.-Next, corne the boarding-assault, 
a}1(1 the repulse of boarders: when did Ameri
cans attempt the former, till, by repeated vollies 
of great guns and musketry, the number of 
their enemies had dwindled to a mere handful? 
How American seamen shine in repelling board. 
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ers, the respective surrenders of the Chesapeake 
and Argus, stand as lasting monuments.-How 
British seamen behave, as well in boarding, as in 
repelling boarders, let the fate of the two last
named vessels, and the blood-stained decks of 
the Reindeer and Dominica, tell: there, indeed, 
was bottom.-In proof of which party holds 
most sacI'ed the honor of the flag, take the sur
render of the American ship Frolic, as a pro
minent (though not the only) example, on one 
side; on the other,-the seven killed, and four 
wounded commanders,-the slaughtered crews, 
and the shattered hulls, of our captured ships. 

To conclude: the naval actions between 
Great Britain and the United States, being now 
freed from American dross, and brought fairly 
to the light of day, no events recorded in the 
naval annals of our country, reflect a brighter 
lustre upon the character of British seamen: 
~nd, though our losses may have been severe, we 
have this consolation,-that no American ship 
of war has, after all, captured a British ship of 
war, of the same force; but that the reverse has 
occurred, and might have occurred, again, and 
again,-hadAmericans been as willing to fight~ 
~ they still are to boast. 

Il'HE END. 
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No. 1. 

From Commodore Truxton to the American secretary of liie 
navy. 

Sm, 
U. S. Ship Constellation, at sea, Feb. 3, 1800. 

ON the 30th nlt. I left St. Christopher's 'with the Constella_ 

tion in excellent trim, and stood to-windward,in order to gaiu 

the station for myself before the road of Guadaloupe; and 

at half past seven A . .I\1. of the day following, I discovered a. 

sail to the S.E. to which I gave chase; and for the further 

p;lrticulars of that chase, and for the action after it, I must 

beg to refer to the extracts from my journal, herewith; as 

being the best mode of exhibiting a just and candid account of 

all our transactions in the late business, It hich. has ellded in 

the almost entire dismantlement of the Constellation; though, 

I trust, to the high repntation of the American tlag. 

I have the hOllor to be, &e. 

THmiiAS TRU::iTON. 
:Benjamin Stoddart, Esq. secretary of the navy. 

No.2. 
Occurrences on board the United States' ship Constellation, of 

38 guns, under my command, February 1st. 

Throughout these twenty-four hours, very unsettled "ea. 

tllCr: li:ept on our tacks, beating up under Guadaloupe; and 

:It half-past ~eve[! A.M. the road of B<meterre bearing E, fin; 

h 
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leagues distance, saw a sail in the S.E. standin.; to the S.W. 

which from her situatiou I at first took fur a large ship from 

Martinique, and hoisted English colours on giving chase, by 

way of inducement for her to come down and speak me; 

which would have saved us a loug chase to.leeward of my in. 

tended cruising.ground; but, finding she did not attempt to 

alter her course, I examined her more minutely as we ap_ 

proached her, and discovered that she was a heavy French 

frigate, mounting at least 54 guns. I immediately gave orden 

for the yards, &c. to be slung with chains, top.sail.sheets, &c. 

~toppercd, and the ship cleared, and every thing prepared for 

action, and hauled down the English colours. At noon th~ 

wind became light, and I observed the chase, that we had be. 

fore been gaining fast on, held way with us; but I was deter

mined to continue the pursuit, though the running to leeward 

I was convinced would be attended with many serious disad. 

vantages; especially if the objects of my wishes were not 

gratified. 

Passed two schooners standing to the northward: one of 

them shewed American colours, and was a merchant. vessel, 

:lnd the other I 511 pposed to be of the same description. 

Fell. 2, at one P.M. the wind being somewhat fresher thall 

ot the noon preceding, and appearance of its continuancc,our 

,prospect of bringing the enemy to action began again to 

brighten, as I perceived \\'e were coming \l p with the c.h~s~ 

fast, and every ineh of cam'ass being set that could be of ser. 

vice, except the bag-reefs, which I kl'pt in the top. sails, in castt 

the chase finding an escape from our thunder impracticable, 

should haul on a wind, and give us fair battle; but this did 

not prove to be her commander's intention. I however got 

within hail of him at eight P.N!. hoisted our ensign, and had 

the candles in the baLtle.lanterns all lighted, and the large 

trumpet in the lee.gangway ready to speak him, and to demand 

the surrender of his ship to the United States of America; 

but he, at that instant, commenced a fire from his stern and 

([uarter guns, directed at our rigging allli spars. No parley 
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then being nccl3Ssary, I sent my principal aid-de-camp, Mr. 

Vandyke, to the different officers commanding divisions on the 

main battery, to repeat strictly my orders, before given, not 

to throwaway a single charge of powder, bnt to to.ke good 

aim, and fire directly into the hull of the enemy; and load 

principally with two round shot, and now and then with a 

round shot and a stand of grape, &c.; to encourage the men 

at their quarters; to cause or suffer no noise or confusion 

whatever; but to load and fire as fast as possible, when it 

could bc done with certain effect, These orders being given~ 

in a few moments I gained a position on his weather. quarter, 

that enabled us to return effectually his salute; and thus a. 

close and as sharp an action as ever was fought between two 

frigates commenced, and continued until within a few minutes 

of one A.M. when the enemy's fire was completely silenced, 

and he was again sheering off. 

It was at this moment that I considered him as my prize, 

and was trimming in the best manner I could, my much slu1t
tered sails; when I fonnd my main.mast was (otally unsup_ 

ported by rigging, every shroud being shot a\ray, and some of 

them in several places, that even stoppers were useless, and 

t:ould not be supplied with effect. I then gave orders to the 

officers to send the men up from the gun-deck to endeavour to 

secure it, in order that we might go along-side of the enemy 

again as soon as possible; bllt every effort was in vain, for th{) 

main-mast "ent over the side in a few minutes after, and car_ 

ried with it the top-men, among whom was an amiable yonng 

gentleman, who commanded the main-top, Mr. James Jervis, 

son of James Jervis, Esq. of New York. It seems this young 

gentleman was apprised of the mast going, in a fl'lV minutes, 

by an old seaman; but he had already so much of (he prillci_ 

pie of an officer in grafted on his mind, nol to leave his (illartcrs 

on any account, that, he told the man, if the mabt went (hey 

must go with it, which was the case, and only one of them was 

saved. 

I regret much his loss, as a prollli;;illg young olTieer, :wd 

I.J~ 
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amiable young man, as well as on account of a long intimacy 

that has subsisted between his father and myself, but have great 

satisfaction in finding that I have fost no other, and only tllO 

or three slightly wounded, out of 39 killed and wounded: 14 

of the former, and 25 of the latter. 

As soon as the main-mast weilt, every effort was made to 

clear the wreck from the ship, as soon as possible; which wal> 

effected in about an hour. It being impossible to pursue thlt 

enemy, and as her security was then the great 0bject, I immc. 

diatdy bore away for Jamaica, for repairs, &c. finding it 

impossible to reach a friendly port in any of the islands 

to-windward. 

I sholild b::) w~nt:ng in common justice, was I to omit to 

jonrn::Jize the steady attention to order, and the great exertion 

and bravery of all my officers, seamen, and marines, in this 

action; many of whom I had s:lfficiently tried before on a. 
similar OCCJfiof!, and all their names arc recorded in the muster

roll I ~ent to the s('crctal'Y of the navy, dated the 19th of 

December last, signed by myself. 

All hands arc employed in repairing the damages sustained 

jn the action, so far as to gC't the ship into Jamaica as 500[1 as 

1'0~sible. 
THOMAS TRUXTON. 

Ic~o. 3. 

'l'l,,' French captain's letter. 

Corfu, September 8, 1798. 
I kt'iC the pleasure to announce to YOIl my arrival at Corfu. 

I have iJcen here for 50:110 (l:.!ys past, llavi:Jg brought ill the 

Engll"l, ship Leander of 74 guns, wllich [ met ncar the isles of 

Goza and Candia, about a league from the sliore. This ship 

had been sent to carry desIJatchcs from Bcquiel's '" RoalJ, 
where the Eng1L:h had aUacked us on the 1st of August. Yfe 

:- A ~ouk;r. 
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were at anchor, but iu a position certainly not very secure for 

our squadron; of this bad sitnation they took au-vantJge, and 

having placed us between two fires, a most dreadful sl:wghter 

took place, the ships not being at a greater distance than 

pistol shot, and at anchor. From the cirCllmstallce of the 

wind, with relation to the English ships, wc should have been 

superior in the contest, if l'Orient, our admiral's ship, had 

not blown up in the air, which threw us all into disorder; as, 

to avoid the flames that had already reached Ie 'fonnant, 

every vessel was obliged to shift its station. Having, however, 

lllaced my ship in a situation favourable to the direction of its 

cannon, I fought her until three in the morning of the follow_ 

ing day to that in which, at ten in the evening, l'Orient 

blew up. 
By a singular accident, I missed having a brcau3ide at 

Captain Darby, who sailed with us in the last w~r from the 

Cape of Good Hope to Cadiz. His sl:ir, t};e Dellerophon, of 

74 guns) sailed past me about half-past ten in tll;) cvenbg, 

having lo,st her main-mast and mizen.mast. I fired three of 

our shots at h81, which carried away the mast sIlC was hoist_ 

ing, and struck away one of the lant"rns oiI the poop. 

I immediately ordered one of my officers to go in pursuit 

of, and to bring on board of my ship the captain of this ship; 

but in half an hour afterwards, when I ·,ras about 10 send my 

boat on board her, the fire from seyeral English shi ps being 

directed agaiast me, compelled me rather to think of answer

ing their gU!lS, than of t!lldng possession of (he other ship; 

and the slow manner in which tho officer whom I had des_ 

patched, proceeded to execute my orders, was the canse of my 

failing to take possession of ihis other ship. 

As to the Leander, I was obliged to fight with her for 

nearly four hours and three-quarters. She carries 74 guns, 

24 and 30_pounders on her lower deck, and 12_poumlers on 

her upper. I should have made myself master of her in less 

than an hour had we been at close fighting; during the en· 
, , 
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gagern~nt we boarded 11er, and I should have succeeded in 
making prize of her by boarding, if 1 had. a more active 

crew. 
LEJOILLE, jun. 

No.4. 

From Captain lIult to the American secretary oj the l1a7.'Y, 

U. S. Frigate Constitution, August 28, ISI2. 

SIlt, 
The enclosed account of the affair between the President, 

Commodore Rodgers, and the British frigate Belvidera, was 

taken by an onicer on board the Belvidera, and. fell into my 

hands by accident. It clearly proves that she only escaped 

the commodore by superior sailiug, after having lightened 

llCr, and the President being very deep. 

As mnch has becn said on this subject, if Commodore 

Rodgers has not arrived, to give you his statement of the 

~Jfair, if it meet your approbation I should be pleased to have 

this account published to prevent people from making up their 

minds hastily, as I find them willing to do. 

I am cOllfidl'nt, could the commodore have got alongside the 

Belvidera, she would have been his in less than one hour. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

ISAAC HULL. 
The Hon. Paul Hamilton, &c. 

No . .5. 

An account of the proceedings of his majesty's ship Belvi· 

dera, Richard Byron, ESI]. captain, 23d rJayof June, 1812. 

A.M. at 4, 40, Nantu<:ket shoal, saw several sail bearing 

S. W.; made sail towards them; at 6, 30, they bore S. W. by S.; 
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made them out to be three frigates, one sloop, and one Lrig 

of war, standing to the S.E. under a press of ~ail. Observed 

them to make signals, and haul up in chase of us, hauling 

down their steering_sails, in a confused and irregular manner. 

Tacked ship, and made the private signal, which was not 

answered; made all sail possible, N.E. by E. At 8, moderate 

and fine weather, the headmost ship of the chase, S.S.\V. t W. 

apparently gaining ground on us at times, and leaving her con. 

sorts. At II, 30, hoisted our colou rs and pendant; the, 

chase hoisted A merican colours; two of them hoisted corn. 

modore's broad pendants. At noon the commodore and the 

second headmost ship of the chase S.W. % W. about 2% of a 

mile, Nantucket shoal N. 4° E. 48 miles, moderate and fino 

weather; cleared ship for action, commodore of chase gaining, 

the other ships dropping; observed the chase pointing her 

guus at us. At 3, 40, the commodore fired three shot, one of 

which struck the rudder-coat, and came into the after_gun. 

room; the other two came info the upper or captain's cabin, 

one of which struck the muzzle of the larboard chase-gun, 

the other went through tIle beam nnder the skylight, killed 

William GOll Id, (seaman,) wounded John Hill, (ul'!l1ourer,) 

mortally, Joseph Lee, (seaman,) severe] y, George Maden, 

(Ilhip's carpenter,) badly, Lieutenant Bruce, James Kelly, 
and James Larmont, (seamen,) slightly. At 3, 45, com. 

menced firing with our stern-guns; shot away her larboard 

lower steering-sail; J{~eping our ship a steady course 

N.E. and by E. At 4, the chase hore up, and fired her lar

board broadside, which cut our rigging and sails much, the 

long bolts, breeching-hooks, aud brccchings, of guns and car. 

fonades, frequently breaking; (hy one of which Captain Byron 
was Eeverely wounded in the left thigh;) all of which was 

instantly replaced. Kept up a constant fire, which was reo 

turned by our opponent with how-chase-guns, and at times 

by her broadsides; which, by her superiority of sailing, she 

\las enabled to do, till 0, 45, when we cut away our Sp,lf~ 
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sheet, and small bower anchors, barge, yawl, and jolly~boa{g, 

and started 14 tons of water. vV c then gained on him, ,yhen 

lie bore up, and fired three broadsides, part of ,yhich fell 

short of us. At 7, opponent cc"scd firing, and the second 

frigate commenced, but finding her shot fall short, ceased also. 

Employed fishing our cross-jack-yard, and main.top-mast, 

(both badly wounded,) knotting and splicing OUI' rigging, 

which was much cut and damaged. At ll, altered onr conrsa 

io E. by S. f S. and lost sight of our opponents. 

No.6. 

Extract from the jozwnal of Commodore Bodgers. 

June 23d.-Plcasant breezes frolll N.W. to W.N.W.; at 
.3 A.M. spoke an American brig from IVladcira, bound to New 
York, the master of 1ihich informed me, that four days be

fore, in lat. 36°, long. 67°, he passed a fleet of British mer

chantmen, under convoy of a frigate and a brig, steering to 

tIle eastward. I now perceived that this was the cOllvoy of 

wllich I had received intelligence, pl'ior to leaving New York; 

and shaped our course cast in pursuit of them. At 6 A.lV!. 
Nantucket 5ho~ll, bearing N.E. distant 35 miles, saw a large 

sail in N. E. standing to S. W. which was soon discovered to 

be a frigate. The signal was made for a general chase, wIlen 

the 58veral vessels of the squadron took in their studding 

sails, and made all saiI'by the wind, on the starboard tack, in 

pursuit. At a quarter before 7, the chase tacked, made all 

sail, and stood from us, by the wind on the same tack. At 
11alf-past 8, he made signals, when, perceiving we were coming 

up with him, he edged away a point or thereabouts, and set 

his top-gallant studding_sails. At ll, cleared ship for action, 

in the expectation that we would soon be up with the chase; 

the breeze about this time, however, began to incline more to 

tIle westward, and became lighter, which I soon discovered 
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was comparatively an advantage to our opponent. At a 

quarter past 1 P.M. the chase hoisted English colours. At 2, 
the wind veered to the W.S.W. and became lighter. At 20 

minutes past 4, having got within gun-shot of the enemy, 

when, perceiving that he was training his chase.guns, and in 

the act, as I snpposed, of firing, that the breeze was decreas. 

ing, and we now sailed so nearly alike, that to afford him an 

opportnnity of doin,\: the first injury to our spars and rigging, 

would be to enable him to effect his escape, I gave orders to 

commence a fire with the bow -chase guns at his spars and 

rigging, in the hope of crippling one or the other, so far as to 

enable us to get alongside. The fire from our bow. chase guns 

he instanLly returned, with those of his stem, which was now 

kept up by both ships without intermission, until 30 minutes 

}last 4 P.M. wheu one of the President's chase guns burst, 

and killed and wounded 16 persons) among the latter myself. 

This was not, ho\";cver, the most serioHs injury; as, by tlH~ 

bursting of the gUD, and the explosion of the passing-box, 

from which it was served with powder, both the main and fore. 

castle decks, near the gun, '.vere so much shattered, as to pre. 

vent the use of the chase gun, on that side, for some time~ 

Our main-deck guns being single shotted, I now gave orders 

to put our helm to starboard, and fire the starboard broad. 

side, in the expectation of disabling some of her spars, hut 

did not succeed, although I could discover that his ri.gging had 

sustained considerable damage, and that he had received some 

injury in (he stern. 

I now endeavoured, by altering course half a point to por/", 

and wetting our sails, to gain a more effectual position on hi~ 

starboard quarter, but soon found my!!Clf losing grollnd. 

After this, a similar attempt was made at his larboard quarter, 

but without any better SIlCCCSS, as the wind, at this time, being 

very light, and both sailing so nearly alike, that, by making 

an angle of only half a point from the course ho steered, ella. 

bled him to augment his distance. No hope was now left of 
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bringing him to close action, except that derived from being 

tv.windward, and the expectation the breeze might favour us 

:first. I accordingly gave orders to steer directly after him, 

and to keep our bow-chase guns playing on his spars and rig. 

ging, until our broadside would more effectually reach him. 

At 5, finding from the advantage his stern guns gave him, tAat 

he had done considerable injury to our sails and rigging, and 

beillg within point.blank shot, I gave orders to put the helm 

to starboard, and fire our main-deck gUlls. This broadside 

did some farther damage to his rigging, amI I could perceive 

that his fore.top.sail.yard was wounded, but the sea was so 

very smooth, and the wind so light, that the injury done was 

not such as materially to affect his sailing. After this broad. 

side, our course was iustantly renewed in his wake, under a 

galling fire from his stern.chase guns, directed at our spars and 

rigging, and continued until half. past 6; at which time, being 

within reach of his grape, and finding our sails, rigging, and 

several spars, particularly the main. yard, which had little to 

support it except the lifts and braces, mnch disabled, I again 

gave orders to luff across his stern, and give him a couple of 
broadsides. 

The enemy, at tMs time, finding himself so hardly pressed, 

and seeing, while in the act of firing, our head.sails to lift, 

and snpposing the ship had, in a measure, lost the effect of 

her helm, gave a broad yaw, wita the intention of bringing 

his broadside to bear; finding the President, however, an. 

swered her helm too quick for his purpose, he immediately 

resumed his course, and precipitately fired his four after 

main.deck guns, on the starboard side, although they did not 

bear upon us at the time by 25 or 30 degrees, and he now 

commenced lightening his ship, by throwing overboard all his 

boats, waste.anchors, &c. and by this means was enabled, by 

a quarter before 7, to get so far a.head, as to prevent our bow. 

cllase guns doing execution, and I now perceived, with more 

mortification than words can express, that there was little or 
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no chance left of getting within gun-shot of the enemy again. 

Under every clisad vantage of disabled spars, sails, and rigging, 

I, however, continued the chase with all the sail we could 

set, until half-past 11 P.M. when perceiving he had gained 

upwards of three miles, and not the slightest prospect left of 

coming up with him, I gave up the pursuit, and made the 

signal to the other ships as they came up to do the same. 

During the first of the chase, while the breeze was fresh, 

and sailing by the wind, I thought the whole of the squadron 

gained upon the enemy. It was soon discoverable, Rowever, 

the advantage he acquired by sailing large, and this, I con. 

ceived, he must have derived in so great a degree by starting 

his water, as I could perceive, upwards of an hour before we 

came within gun-shot, water rnnning out of his scuppers. 

'Vhile in chase it was difficult to determine whether our 

own situation, or that of the other vessels of the squadron, 

was the most unpleasant. The snperior sailing of the Presi

dent was not such, off the wind, as to enable us to get upon 

the broadside of the enemy. The situation of the others was 

not less irksome, as not even the headmost, which was the 

Congress, was able, at any time, to get within less than two 

gun-shots' distant, and even at that but for a very little 

time. 

No.7. 

Fronz Captain Porter to the American secretary of the navy. 

At sea, August 17, 1812. 

SIR, 
I have the honor to inform you, that on the 13th his Bri. 

tannic majesty's sloop of war Alert, Captain T. L. P. Laug

harne, ran down on our weather quarter, gave three cheers, 

and commenced an action, (if so trifling a .skirmish deserves 

the name,) and after eight minutes firing struck her colours, 
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with seven feet water in the hold, much cut to pieces, anti 

three men wounded. 

I need not inform you that the officers and crew of tl](l 

Essex behaved as I trust all Americans will in such cases, and 

it is only to be regretted, that so much zeal and activity could 

not ha,e heen displayed on an occasion that would have done 

them more honor. The Essex has not received the slightest 

inj UfY, 

The Alert was out for the purpose of taking the Hornet! 

I have the hOllor to be, &e. 
D. PORTER. 

Han. Paul Hamilton, secretary of the n~l\'y. 

No.8. 

From Captain DaC1"eS to Vice-admiral Smo!Jer. 

Eoston, September 7, 1812. 
Sill, 

I am sorry to inform you of the captnre of H. M. late ship 

G uerriere, by the American frigate Constitution, after a severe 

action,on the 19th of August, in latitude 40° 20' N. and Ion. 

gitude 55° W. At 2 P.M. being by the wind on the starboard 

tack, we saw a .ail on 0111' weather beam, bearing down on 

us. At 3, made her out to be a man of war; beat to quarters, 

and prepared for action. At :1, she closing fast, wore to pre. 

vent her raking us. At]O minutes past 4, hoisted our co. 

Jours, and fired several shot at her: at 20 minutes past 4, she 

hoisted her colours, and returned our fire; wore several times 

to avoid being raked, exchanging broaddcles. At 5, she 

closed on our starboard heam, both keeping up a heavy fire, 

and steering frce, his intention being evidently to crosS our 

bow. At 20 minutes past 5, our mizen.mast "ent over tIle 

Marboard quarter, and brought the ship up in the wind; the 
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.nemy then placed himself on <Jur larboard bow, raking us, a 

few only of our bow-guns bearing, and his grape and. ritle. 

men sweeping our deck. At 40 minutes past 5, the ship not 

answering her hel:n, he attempted to lay liS on board; at this 

time lVIr. Grant, who commanded the forecastle, was carriml 

below, badly wounded. I immediately ordered the marille~ 

and boarders from the main.deck; the master was at this time 

shot through the knee, and I received a severe wound in the 

back. Lieutenant Kent was leading OIl the boarders, when 

the ship coming to, we brougM SOlne of our bow-guns to 

bear on her, and had got clear of our opponent; when, at 
20 minutes past 6, our fore and main-masts went over th~ 

side, leaving the ship a perfect nnmanagealJle wreck. The 

frigate shooting a.head, I was in hopes to clear the wreck) and 

get the ship under command to renew the action; bnt just as 

we had cleared the wreck, our spritsail.yard went, and the 

enemy having rove new braces, &c. wore round within pistol

'Shot, to rake us, the ship laying in the trough of the sea, and 

rolling her main-deck guns under water, and all attempts to 

get her before the wind being fruitless: when, calliug my few 

remaining officers together, they were all of opinion that any 

further resistance would only be a needless waste of lives, I 
ordered, though reluctantly, the colours to be struck. 

The loss of the sllip is to be ascribed to the early fall fif the 

mizen_mast, which enabled onr opponent to choose his position. 

I am sorry to say we suffered severely in killed and wounded; 

and mostly whilst she lay on our bow, from her grape and 

musketry; in aU, 15 killed, and 63 wounded, many of them 

severely. None of the wounded officers quitted the deck till 

tIle firing ceased. 
The frigate proved to be the United States' ship Constitution, 

of 30 24.pounders 011 her main. deck, and 24 32-pounders, 

and two IS_pounders 011 her upper deck, and 476 men. Her 

loss in comparison with our's is trifling, about 20; the first. 

lieutenant of tnariues and 8 killed, amI first Iieutcnant, ;:.;\[1 
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master of the ship, and 11 men wounded; her lower tnasl~ 

badly wounded, and stern much shattered; and very Dl nch 

cut up about her rigging. 

The Guerriere was so cut up, that all attempts to get her in 

would have been useless. As soon as the wounded were got 

out of her, they set her on fire; and I feel it my duty to 

state, that the conduct of Ca.ptain Hull and his officers to ollr 

men, has been that of a brave enemy; the greatest care being 

taken to prevent our men losing the smallest trille, and the 

greatest attention being paid to the wounded; who) through 

the attention and skill of Mr. Irvine, surgeon, I hope will 

do well. 

I hope, though success l1as not crowned our efforts, you 

will not think it presumptuous in me to say, the greatest 

credit is due to the officers and ship's company for their exer. 

tions, particularly when exposed to the heavy raking fire of 

the enemy. I feel particularly obliged for the exertions of 

J,ieutcnant Kent, who, though wounded early by a splinter, 

continued to assist me. In the second lieutenant, the sen ice 

bas suffered a severe loss. Mr. Scott, the master, though 

wounded, was particularly attentive, and used every exertion 

in clearing the wreck, as did the warrant· officers. Lieutenant 

Nicholl, of the royal marines, and his pa rty, su pported the 

honorable character of their corps, and they suffereu severely. 

I must recommend lYIr. Snow, master's mate, who commanded 

the foremost main.deck guns, in the absence of Lieutenant 

Pullman, (and the whole after the fall of Lieutenant Ready,) 

to your protection, he having received a severe contusion from 

a splinter. I must point ou t Mr. Garley, acting purser, to yonr 

notice, who volunteered his scrvices on deck, and commanded 

the after quarter-deck guns, and was particularly active, a. 

well as Mr. Bannister, midshipman. 

I hope, in considering the circumstances, you will think the 

ship entrusted to my charge, properly defended. The unfor

!.una(e loss of our masts; the absence of the third lieutenant; 
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<lecond lieutenant of marines, three midshipmen, and 24 men, 

considerahly weakened our crew; and we only mustered at 

quarters 244 men and 19 boys, on coming into action; tho 

enemy had such an advantage from his marines and riflemen, 

when close, and his superior sailing enabled him to choose his 

distance. 

I enclose herewith a list of killed and wounded on board the 

Guerriere j and have the honour to be, &c. 

Vice-admiral Sawyer. JAS. R. DACRES. 

List of officers, seamen, and marines, killed and t~ounded 

on board JI.ill. S. Guerriere, g"c. (of which the names are 

given, compri,ing,) 

Killed-The second lieutenant, 7 petty-officers and able sea

men, :3 ordinary seamen, 1 landman, 1 serjeant and 2 privates 

of marines :-total 15. 
Wounded dangerously-7 petty-officers and able seamen, {j 

ordinary seamen, and 5 private marines :-tota117. 

fVounded severely-The captain, master, 2 master's mates, 5 

petty_officers and able seamen, 4 ordinary seamen, 1 landman, 

and Ii private marines :-total 19. 

Wounded slightly-The first lieutenant, 1 midshipman, 9 

petty-officers and able seamen, 3 lantlmen, 1 boy, and 3 pri

vate marines :-totaJ, 18. 

15)dllcu, 6:3 wounded :-to!al 78. 
JAMES R. DACRES, 

JOH.:'i Ii{ VINE, surgeon of the navy. 

No.9. 

From Commodore Hall, to the Amen'can secretary of tJ.e nar.Y· 

U uitcd States' frigate Constitntion, off 

SIR, Doston Light, Aug. 30, 1812. 

I have the llOnour to inform yOll, that, on the nineteenth 

instant, at two P. lVI, being in latitllde 41
0 

4'2'; <lud longitude 
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55° 413', with the Constitution under my command, a sail wa~ 

discovered from the mast-head, bearing E. by S. or E.S. E. but 

at sllch a distance we could not tell what she was. All sail was 

instantly made in chase; and soon foulld we came up lrith her. 

At 3 P. JH. couh! plainly see that she was a slli p on the star_ 

board-tack, under an easy sail, close on a wind; at half-past 

:3 P. M. made her out to be a frigate: continued the chase un

til we were within about three miles, when Ionlc.'c,d the light 

sails to be taken in, the courses hauled up, and the ship cleared 

for action. At this time the chase had backel! his main-top

sail, waiting for us to como down. A 5 soon as the Constitution 

was ready for action, I bore Go',rn ,lith an intention to bring 

him to close action immediately; bllt on onr coming within 

gun-shot, she gave us a broadside and filled av;ay, and wore, 

giving us a broadside on the other tack, but without efIect
her shot falling short. She continued wearing and manreuyer_ 

iug for about three quarters of an hour, to get a raking posi

tion; but Gnding she could not, she bore up, and run uuder 

her top-sails and jib, with the wind on the quarter. I immedi. 

ately made sail to bring the sh!p up with her; and 5 miuutes 

before fi P.M. being alongs~de within half pistol-shot, we com

menced a heavy fire from all our guns, double-shotted with 

round and grape, and so well directed were they, and so warmly 

kept up, that in 15 minutes his mizen_mast went by the 

hoard, and his main-yard in the slings, and the hull, rigging, 

and sails, very much torn to pieces. The fire was kept up 

with equal wClrmth for 15 minutes longer, when his main-mast 

anti fore.mast wcnt, taking with them every spar excepting the 

bowsprit. O~1 sec:ng this, we ceased firing; so that in 30 mi

nutes after we got fairly alongside the enemy she surrendered, 

and had not a spa.r "bading; a.nd her hull, both below amI 

abore water, so shatierred, that a few more broadsitks must 

have ea.rled her down. 

Aflel' iIlforming Y,)ll that so fine a ship as the Gucrricl'c, com. 

mandcil by an able RUU cxperimced officer, had been totally t1j~-
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masted, and otherwise cut to pieces, so as to make her not worth 

towing into port, in the short space of 30 minutes, you can 

have no doubt of the gallantry and good conduct of the offi. 

cers and ship's company I have the honour to command. It 
only remains, therefore, for me to assure you, that they all 
fought with great bravery; and it gives me great l)leasure to 

say, that, from the smallest boy in the ship to the oldest 

seaman, not a look of fear was seen. They all went into 

action giving three cheers, and requesting to be laid close 

alongside the enemy. 

Enclosed, I have the honor to send you a list of killed 

and wounded on board the Constitution, and a report of the 

damages she has sustained; also a list of killed and wounded on 

board the enemy, with his quarter bill, &c. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

The Hon. Paul Hamilton, Esq. &c. ISAAC HULL. 

Return of killed and wounded on board the U. S. frigate 
Constitution, Isaac Hull, Esq. captain. 

Killed-l lieutenant of marines, and 6 seamen :-total, 7. 

Wounded-2 officers, 4 seamen, aud 1 marine:-totaI, 7. 

'.fotal killed and wounded, 14. 

List of killed and wounded on board the Guerriere. (Same as 

given in Captain Dacres' letter.) 

1I1issing-Lieutenant John Pullman, Mr. Gaston, anll 22 

seamen and marines. 
(Report of Constitution's " damages," and Guerrierc's 

" quartrr.bill/' not published.) 

No. 10. 

" Particulars of the late action between the U. S. frigate 

Constitution, and the British frigate Guerriere; communi. 

cated by au officer on board the ConstitutioN." .Am. p(lper. 

C 
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Lat. 41° 42' N. long. 55° :33' Vi. Thursday, August 20, 

(nautical time,) fresh breeze from N.W. and cloudy; at2 

P.M. discovered a vessel to the southward, made all sail in 

chase; at 3, perceived tho chase to be a ship on the starboard 

tack, close hauled to tbewind; hauled S.S.W. At half-pa$t 

3, made out the chase to be a frigate; at 4, coming up with 

the chase very fast; at a quarter hefore 5, the chase laid her 

main-top_sail to the mast; took in our top-gallant-sails, stay_ 

~ails, and flying-jib; took a second reef in the top-sails; 

hauled the courses up; sent- the royal-yards down, and got all 

clear for action; beat to quarters, on which the crew gave 

three cheers. At 5, the chase hoisted three English ensigns; 

at 5 minutes past 5, the enemy commenced firin~; at 29 

minutes past 5, set our colours, one at each mast-head, and 

one at the mizen-peak, and began firing on the enemy, and 

continued to fire occasionally, he wearing very often, and we 

manceuvring to close with him, and avoid being raked. At 6, 

5et the main-top-gallant-sail, the enemy having bore up; at 

five minutes past 6, brought the enemy to close action, stand

ing before the wind; at fifteen minutes past 6, the enemy's 

mizcn.mast fell over on the starboard. side ; at twenty minutes 

past 6, finding we were drawing a-head of the enemy, luffed 

short ruund his bows to rake him; at twenty.five minute~ past 

6, the enemy fell on board of us, his bowsprit foul of OUF 

mizen_rigging. vVe prepared to board, but immediately after 

his fore and main.wasts went by the board, and it was deemed 

unnecessary. Our cabin had taken fire from his gUlls; but 

was soon extinguisherl without material injury. At half. past 

G, shot a_head of the ellcmy, when the firing ceased on both 

sides; he making the signal of submission by firing again to 

leeward. Set fore.sail and main-sail, and llauled to the east

ward to repair damages; all our braces, and much of our 

itanding and running rigging, and some of our spars, being 

.iihot away. At 7, wore ship, and stood under the lee of the 

pri;l;e; sent our JJoat on board, which returned at 8) with Cap-



APPENDIX. xix 

lain Dacres, late of his Britannic majesty's ship Guerriere, 

mounting 49 carriage_guns, and manned with 3()2 men. Got 

our boats out, and kept them ",mployed in removing the 

prisoners and baggage from the prize to our ship. Sent a sur

geon's-mate to assist in attendiug the wounded; wearing ship 

occasionally to keep in the best position to receive the boats. 

At 20 minutes before 2 A.M. discovered a sail off the lar

hoard beam, standing to the S.; sawall clear for another ac
tion; at 3, the sail stood off again. At day-light was hailed 

by the lieutenant on board the prize, who informed he had four 

feet of water in the hold, and that she was in a sinking condi_ 

tion. All hands employed in removing the prisoners, and re_ 

pairing ollr own damage, through the remainder of the day. 

Friday, the 21st, (nautical time as before,) commenced with 
light breezes from the northward, and pleasant; ollr boats and 
crew still employed as before. At 3, made the signal of re

call for ollr boats, (having receivcd all the prisoners,) they im. 

mediately left her on fire, and at past :3 she blew up. [Her(" 
follolils the loss on each side, as given already.] 

No. u. 
Captain Dacres' address to the court on his trial. 

Mr. president, and gentlemen of the cOllrt, 

By my letter to Admiral Sawyer, and the narrative of the 

principal officers, I trllst that you will be satisfied that every 

exertion was used in defending the ship, as long as there was the 

smallest prospect of resistance being of any use. In my letter, 

where I mention the boarders being called~;it was my intention, 

after having driven back the ellemy, to have boarded in return; 

and in consequence, I ordered down the first lieutenant on the' -

main-deck, to send every body up from the guns; but finding 

his deck filled with men, and every preparation made to re· 

c.:eive us, it. would have been almost impossible to succeed. I 
c2 
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ordernl the men down to their quarters, and desired Mr. Kent 

to direct part of his attention to the main-deck, the neutenant 

being killed. The maill-mast fell without being struck by a 
single shot-tho heart or tho mast being decayed, and it was 

carried away solely by the \H~ight of the fore-mast; and, though 

every thing was durtc, we could not sncceed in getting the ship 

under command; and on the enemy woaring round to rake us, 

without our being able to make any resistance, and after having 

llsed every exertion to the best of my abilities, I found myself 

obliged to order the colours to be struck, which, nothing but 

the unmanageable state of the ship, (she lying a perfect wreck,) 

could ever have induced me tocto; conceiving it was my duty 

not to sacrifice usekssly the lives of the men, without any pros

pect of success, or of benefit to their country. 

On (he larboard side, about thirty shot had taken effect, 

about five sheets of copper down; and the mizen.mast hau 

knocked a large hole under her starboard counter; and slle 

was so completely shattered, that the enemy found it impossible 

to refit her sufficiently to attempt carrying her into port, and 

they set fire to her as soon as they got the wounded out. What 

considerably weakened my quarters was, permitting the Ame

ricans belonging to the ship (0 quit their quarters, on the enemy 

110isting the colours of that nation; which, though it deprived 

me of the men, I thought was my duty. 

I felt much shocked, when on board the Constitution, to 

pnd a large proportion of that ship's company British seamen; 

and many of whom I recognized as having heen foremost in 

the attempt to board. 

Notwithstanding the unlucky issue of this aifair, such confi. 

dence have I in the exertions of the officers and men who be

longed to the G nerriere; and I am so well aware that the suc. 

,cess of my oppoi1~nt was owing to forLune, that it is my earnest 

wish, and would bJ the happiest period of my life, to be onel< 

more opposed to the ConsU~dion, with tJlem under my com

lI)and, in a friga'e of ,'imilar force to the (l-'lcrrkrc. 
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I cannot help noticing, that the attachment of the sllip's com~ 

pany, in general, to the service of their king anfl country, re

flects on them the highest credit; for, although every art was 

used to encourage them to desert, and to inveigle them into the 

American service, by high bounties and great promises, by the 

American officers, in direct contradiction to the declaration to 

me that they did not wish such a thing, only eight Englishmen 

have remained behind, two only of which number have volun. 

teered for their service. 

Leaving the characters of my officers and ship's company, as 

well as my own, to the decision of this honorable cOllrt, the 

justice of whose sentence no person can presume to question, I 

close my narrative, craving indulgence for having tal.en up 

so much of their time. 

No. 12. 

Sentence. 

Having attended to the whole of the evidence, and also to 

the defence of Captain Dacros, the court agreerl,-that tho 

surrender of th8 Guerriere was proper, in order to preserve the 

Jives of her valuable remaining crew; and that her being in that 

lamentable situation was from the accident of her masts going, 

which was occasioned more by their defective state than from 

the fire of the enemy, though so greatly superior in guns and 

men. Thc court do, therefore, unanimously and hODorably 

acquit the said Captain Dacres, the officers and crew, of his 

majesty's latc ship the Gnerriere, and they are hereby honorably 

acquitted according. The court, at the same time, feel them. 

selves called upon to express the high scnse they enlertain of the 

conduct of the ship's company in general, when prisoners, but 

more particularly of those who withstood the attempts made to 

shake their loyalty, by offering them high bribes to enter into 

the land and sea service of the enemy, and they will represent 

their merit to the commander in chief. 
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No. 13. 

From Captain TVhin:yates to Admiral H7arren. 

H. lVI. S. Poictiers, at sea, 

Sir, Oct. 23, 181~. 

I t is with the most bitter sorrow and distress I have to report 

to your excellency the capture of H. lVI. brig Frolic, by 

the ship 'V asp, belonging to the United States of America, on 

the 18th instant. 

Having under convoy the homeward-bound trade from the 

bay of Honduras, anu being in latitude 36° N. and 64° W. 

on the night of the 17th, we were overtaken by a most violent 

gale of wind, in which the Frolic carried away her main_ 

yard, lost her top-sails, and sprung the main-top-mast. On the 
morning of the 18th, as we were repairing the damages sus
taineu in the storm, and re-assembling the scattered ships, a 

suspicious ship came in sight, and gave c1lase to the convoy. 

The merchant ships continued their voyage before the wind 

under all sail; the Frolic dropped a'stern, and hoisted Spanish 

colours, in order to decoy the stranger under her guns, and 

to give time for the convoy to escape. About 10 o'clock, 

both vessels being within hail, we hauled to the wind, and the 

battIe began. The superior fire of our guns gave every 

reason to expect its speedy termination in our favor; but the 
gaff. head-braces being shot away, and there being no sail on 

the main-mast, the brig became unmanageable, and the enemy 

succeeded in taking a position to rake her, while she was_ 

unable to bring a gun to bear. 

After lying some time exposed to a most destructive lire, 

she fell with her bowsprit betwixt the enemy's main and mizen 

rigging, still unable to return his fire. 

At length the enemy boarded, and made himself master of 

the brig, every individual officer being wounded, and the 
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~reater part of the men either ldlIed or wounded, there not 

being 20 persons remaining unhurt. 

Although I shall ever deplore the unhappy issue of this 

contest, it would be great injustice to the merits of the offi. 

cers and crew, if I failed to rcport that their bravery and cool. 

ness are deserving of every praise; and I am convinced, if 

the Frolic had not been crippled ill the gale, I should have 

bad to make a very diffcrent report to your excellency. The 

Wasp was taken, and the Frolic re-captured the same after. 

noon, by H. M. S. the Poictiers. Being separated from them, 

I cannot transmit, at present, a list of killed and wounded. 

Mr. Charles M'Kay, the first lieutenant, and MI'. Stephens, 
the master, have died of their wounds. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
T. WHINYATES. 

To the RigLt Hon. Sir J. n. Warren, Bart, &c. 

No. Vi. 

From Captain Jones to the American secretary of the navy. 

New York, No,-. 24, 1812. 
SIR, 

I here avail myself of the first opportunity of informing 

you of the occurrences of our cruize, which terminatcd ill 

the capture of the Wasp on the 18th of October) by the 

Poictiers, of 74 guns, while a wreck, from damages received 

in an engagement with the British sloop of war Frolic, of 22 

gullS, 16 of them 321b. carronades, and four 12-pol1uders 011 

the main deck, and two 12-pountlers, carronades, on the top

gallant-forecastle, making her Stl peTior in force to us by four 
12-poullllers. The Frolic had struck to us, and was taken 

possession of about two hours before our surrendering to the 

P,oictiers. 
We had left the Delaware on the 13th; the 15th, 11ad a 
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heavy gale, in which we lost our jib-boom and two men. 

Half- past 11, on the night of the 17th, in latitude 37° N. and 

longitude 650 W. we saw several sail, two of them apparently 

very large; we stood from them some time, then shortened 

sail, and steered the remainder of the night the conrse we had 

perceived them on. At day-light on Sunday tIlC 18th, we saw 

them a.head; gave chase, and soon discovered them to be a 

convoy of six sail, under the protection of a sloop of war; 

four of them large ships, mounting from 16 to 18 guns. At 

:32 minutes past 11 A.M. we engaged the sloop of war, having 

first received her fire, at the distance of 50 or 60 yards, which 

space we gradually lessened, until we laid her on board, after 
a well supported fire of 43 minutes; and althongh so near 
while loading tlie last broadside, that our rammers were shoved 

:lgainst the sides of the enemy, our men exhibited the same 

alacrity which they had done during the whole of the action~ 

They immediately surrendered upon our gaining their fore. 

castle, so that no loss was sustained on either side after 
boarding. 

Our main-top.mast was shot away between four and fire 

minutes from the commencement of the firing, and falling to· 
gether with the main-top-sail-yard, across the larboard fore and 

fore.top-sail-braces, rendered our head-yards unmanageable 

the remainder of the action. At 8 minutes the gaft and 

mizen-top-gallant_must came down, and at 20 minutes froJn 

the beginning of the !lction, every br"ce, and most of the 

rigging was shot away. A few minutes after separating from 

the Frolic, both her masts fell upon deck; the main.mast going 

close by the deck, and the fore-mast 12 or 15 feet above it. 

The courage and exertious of the officers and crew fully 

answered my expectations and wishes. Lieutenant Biddle'S 

l\ctive conduct contributed much to our success, by the exact 

attention paid to every department dnring the engagement, 

and the animating example he afforded the crew by hi~ intrepi. 

ijity. Lieqtenants Rodgers, Booth, and Mr. R!!pp, shewed, 
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by the incessant fire from their divisions, that they were not 

tobe surpassed in resolution or skill. Mr. Knight, and every 

other officer, acted with a courage and promptitude highly 

honorable, and 1 trust have given assurance that they may be 

relied on whenever their services may be requircd. 

I could not ascertain the exact loss of tbe ~1I1cmy, as many 
of the dead lay buried under the masts and spars that had 

fallen upon deck, which two hours exertion had not suffici. 

ently removed. lYlr. Biddle, who had charge of the Frolic, 

states, that from what he saw, and from information from the 
officers, the number of killed must have been about 30, and 

that of the wounded about 40 or 50. Of her killed is her 

first lieutGnant, and sailing.master; of the wounded, Captain 

Whinyatcs, and the second lieutenant. 
·We had five killed and five wonnded, as per list: the 

wounded are recovering. Lieutenant Claxton, who was con_ 

fined by sickness, left his bed a little previous to the engage. 

ment; and though too indisposed to be at his division, re. 

mained upon deck, and showed, by his composed manner of 

noticing its incidents, that we had lost by his illness the ser

vices of a brave officer. 
I am respectfully ;your's, 

JACOB JONES. 
Hon. Paul Hamilton, secretary of the navy. 

No. 15. 

From Lieutenant J. Diddle, late of the "i"Vasp. 

H. n. M. ship Poictiers, 74, atsea, Oct. '21,181'2. 

My DEAR F A.THER, 

The fortune of war has placed us in the hands of the enemy. 

We have been captnred by this ship, after having ourselves 

(faptured his Britannic majesty's brig Frolic. 

The Frolic was Sll perior in force to us; she mounted 18 
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321b. carronades, and two long nines. The Wasp, you know, 

has only 16 carronades. The action lasted 43 minutes; we 

had 5 killed, and the slaughter on board the Frolic was dread. 

ful. "Ve are bound into Bermuda. I am quite unhurt. 

In haste, &c. 
J. BIDDLE. 

No. 16. 

Sentence of court of inquiry on ~he commander of lhe 
Wasp. 

The court having heard the statement and evidence in this 

tase, and having maturely considered the circumstances at. 

tending the surrender of the U. S. ship of war the Wasp, to 

his Britannic majesty's ship of the line the Poictiers, of 74 

guns; particularly the crippled and disabled state of the Wasp 

from the brilliant and successful action with his Britannic 

majesty's ship the Frolic, of superior force to the Wasp, 

about two hours before the Poictiers hove in sight, and the 

force and condition of the Poictiers, which made it useless for 

them to contend, and rendered them unable to escape, are 

unanimously of opinion, that there was no impropriety of 

conduct on the part of the officers and crew of the said ship 

vYasp, during the chase by the Poictiers, or in the surrender; 

bu t that the conduct of the officers and crew of the ·Wasp ou 

said occasion was eminently distinguished for firmness and 

gallantry, in making every preparation and exertion, of which 

their situation would admit. 

No. 17. 

rote of congress. 

Congress voted 25,000 dollars, and their thanks, to Captain 

Jacob Jones, officers, and crew of the Wasp; also a gold 
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medal to Captain Jones, and silver medals to each of the 

officers, in testimony of their high sense of the gallantry dis. 

played by them in the capture of the British sloop Frolic. 

No. 18. 

From Captain Carden to .Mr. Croker. 

SIll, 
U. S. ship United States, at sea, Oct. 28,1812. 

It is with the deepest regret I have to acquaint you, for the 

information of my lords commissioners of the admiralty, 
that H. M. late ship Macedunian was captured on the 25th 

instant, by the U. S. ship United States, Commodore Decatur, 

commander. The detail is as follows :-

A shori time after day_light, steering N. W. by W. with tIle 
wind from the southward, in latitude 29° N. and longitude 

29° 30' 'vV. in the execution of their lordships' orders, a sail 

was seen on the lee-beam, which I immediately stood for, and 

made her out to be a large frigate, under American colours. 

At 9 o'clock I closed with her, and she commenced the action, 
which we returned; but, from the enemy keeping two poiuts 

off the wind, I was not euabled to get as close to her as I 

could have wished. After an hour'S action the enemy backed, 
and came to the wind, and I was then enabled to bring her to 

close battle. In this situation I soon found the enemy's force 

too superior to expect success, unless some very fortunate 

chauce occurred in our favor, and with this hope I continued 

the battle to two hours and ten minutes; when, having the 

mizen-mast shot away by the board, top-masts shot away by the 

caps, main-yard shot ill pieccs, lower-masts badly wounded, 

lower-rigging all cut to piece" a small proportion only of the 

fore-sail left to the forc-yard, all the guns on the quarter_deck 

and forecastle disabled but two, and filled with wreck, two also 

on the main-deck disabled, and several shot bctween wind ami 
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water, a very great proportion of the crew killed and wound_ 

ed, and the enemy comparatively in good order, who had no,'!" 

5110t a-head, and was about to place himself in a raking pOli

tion, without our being enabled to return the fire, being a 

perfect wreck, and unmanageable log, I deemed it prudent, 

though a painful extremity, to surrender his majesty's ship; 

nor was this dreadful alternative resorted to till every hope of 

success was removed, even beyond the reach of chance, nor 

till, I trllst their lordships will be aware, eycry effort had been 

made against the enemy by myself, my braye officers, and 

men; nor should she have been surrendered whilst a man lived 

on board, had she been manageable. I am sony to say our 

loss is ,'cry severe; I find, by this day's muster, 36 killed, 

three of whom liugered a short time after the battle; 36 

severely wounded, many of whom cannot re!;over; aud 32 

slightly wounded, who may all do well :-total104. 

The truly noble and animating conduct of my officers, and 

the steady hraTcry of my erew to the last moment of the bat

tle, must ever render them dear to their ciJuntry. 

My first lieutenant, Duyid Hope, was severely wounded ill 

the head, towards tIle close of the lJaUle, and taken below, 

but was soon again on deck, displaying that greatness of mind 

and exertion, which, Ihollgh it ill:!J be cqualled, can ncver be 

excelled. The third liclltes.;ant, John Bulford, was also 

wounded, hut not obiigcd t,J {juit his quarters; second lieu

tenant, Samnel1vfotUcy, and lle, deserve my highest acknow

ledgments. The cCCiI ,.ud steady cDndllct of Mr. ,Valkor, the 

master, "Was ycry great during the battle; as also tllat of Lieu

tenants -Wilsoll and JVl:a;ill, of the mOlTincs. 

On bing taken on board the enemy's ship, I ceased to 

wonilul' at the result of tlle b~tlle. The G niLed States is built 

-with the scantling of a 74-gun ship, mOllnting 30 long 

2--1-pou2deis (English ship-guns) on her main.deck, and 22 

42-poundel' earronadcs, with two long 'ii-pounders, on her 

quarter-deck and [orcca511c, howitzer-guns ill her top~, and a 
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travelling carronade on her upper-deck, with a complement of 
478 picked men. 

The enemy has suffered much in masts, rigging, and hull, 

above and below water; her loss in killed amI wounded I am 

not aware of, but I kuow a lieutenant and six men have been 
thrown overboard. 

Euclosed you will be pleased to receive the names of the 
killed and wounded on board the Macedonian; and 

I have the honor to be, &e. 
John VV. Croker, Esq. J. S. CARDEN. 

List of officers and men killed and wounded on board H.M.S. 

Jlacedunian, g·c. (of rohich the names are given, compris
ing,) 

Kitled-l master's-mate, the schoolmaster, boatswain, 'H 

petty-officers and seamen, 2 boys, 1 serjeant and 7 privates of 

marines :-total, 36. 

1/Voltnded dangerously-7 petty-officers and seamen; (2 

~ince dead;) severely-l lieutenant, 1 midshipman, 18 petty_ 

officers and seamen, L1 boys, and 5 private marines :-total, 
dangerously and severely, 36. 

Wounded slightly-l lieutenant, 1 master's.mate, 26 petty_ 

officers and seamen, and 4 private marines :-totaI, 32. 

J. S. CARDEN, captain. 

No. 19. 

Commodore Decatur to the American secretary of the navy. 

U. S. ship United States, at sea, Oct. 30, 1812. 
SIR, 

I have the honor to inform you, that on the 25th instant, 

being in latitude 29° N. longitude 2(;0 SO' W. we fell in with, 

and after an action of an hour and a half, captured II. B. M.'g 
ship Maccdonian, commanded by Captain Carden, and mOllnt

ing 49 carriage-gnns. (The odd gun shifting.) She is a frigate 
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of the largest class, two years old, four months out of dock, 

and reputed one of the best sailers in the British service. The 

enemy, being to-windward, had the advantage of engaging us 

at his own distance, which was so great, that for the first half 

hOUT we did not use our carronades, and at no time was he 

within the compleat effect of Ollr musketry and grape; to this 

circumstance, and a heavy swell, which was on at the time, I 

ascribe .the unusual length of the action. 

The enthusiasm of every off'lcer, seaman, and marine, on 

board this ship, on discovering the enemy, their steady conduct 

in battle, and precision of their fire, could not be surpassed. 

Where all met my fullest expectations, it would be unjust iu 

me to discriminate. Permit me, however, to recommend to 

your particular notice my first lieutenant, William H. Allen. 

He has served with me upwards of five years, and to his unre. 

mitted exertions in disciplining the crew, is to be imputed the 

obvious superiority our gunnery exhibited in the result of this 

contest. 

Subjoined is a list of the killed and wounded on both sides. 

Onr loss, compared with that of the enemy, will appear small. 

Amollgst our wounded, you will observe the name of Lieu. 

tenant Funk, who died a few hours after the action: he wall 

an officer of great gallantry and promise, and the service has 

.ustained a severe loss in his death. 

The Macedonian lost her mizen.mast, fore and main.top

masts, and main. yard, and was much cut up in her hull. The 

damage sustained by this ship was not such as to render her 

return into port necessary; and, had I not deemed it im. 

portant that we should see our prize in, should have continued 

our cruize. 

With the highest consideration and respect, 

I am, Sir, your's, &c. 

HOD. Paul Hamilton. STEPHEN DECATUR. 

[Here follow the names of five killed, and seven wounded, 

.~n board tlie United States. ] 
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No. 20. 

Vote of congfess. 

The national legislature voted their thanks to Commodore 

Decatur, officers, and crew, of the frigate United States; also 
a gold medal to Commodore Decatur, and silver medals to 

each of the officers, in honor of the brilliant victory gained by 

the frigate United States over the British frigate Macedonian. 

No. 21. 

Extract from the sentence of the court-martial upon Captain 
Carden, his officers and crew. 

Having most strictly investigated every circumstance, and 

examined the different officers and ship's company; and having 

very deliberately and maturely weighed and considered the 

whole and every part thereof, the court is of opinion ;-that. 
previous to the commencement of the action, from an over

anxiety to keep the weather-gage, an opportunity was lost of 

closing with the enemy; and that owing to this circumstance 

the Maccdonian was unable to bring the United States to close 
action until she had received material damage; but as it docs

Dot appear that this omission originated in the most distant 

wish to keep back from the engagement, the court is of opi. 

nion, that Captain J. S. Carden, his officers, and ship's com. 

pany, in every instance throughout the action, behaved with 

the firmest and most determined courage, resolution, and 
coolness; and that the colours of the Macedonian were not 

6lruck, untii she was unable to make further resistance. ThQ' 
court does therefore most honorably acquit Captain J. S. Car. 

den, the officers, and company of H.M. late ship Macedonian, 

and Captain Carden, his officers, and company, are hereby 

most honorably acquitted accordingly. 
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The court cannot dismiss Captain Carden, without express. 

ing their admiration of the uniform testimony which has been 

borne to his gallantry and good conduct throughout the action, 

nor Lieutenant David Hope, the senior lieutenant, the other 

officers and company, without expressing the highest approba

tion of the support given by him and them to the captain, and 

of their courage and steadiness during the contest with an 

enemy of very superior force; a circumstance that, whilst it 

reflects high honor on them, does no less credit and honor to 

the discipline of his majesty's late ship Macedonia. 

The court also feels it a gratifying duty to express its ad

miration of the fidelity to their allegiance, and attachment to 

their king and country, which the remaining crew appear to 

have manifested, in resisting the varions insidious and repeated 

temptations which the enemy held out to them, to seduce them 

from their duty; and which cannot fail to be duly ap

preciated. 

Sm, 

No. 22. 

From Lieutenant Chads, to iiII'. Croker. 

United States frigate Constitution, off 

St. Salvador, Dec. 31, 1812. 

It is with deep regret that I write you, for the information 

of the lords commissioners of the Admiralty, that H.M. S. 

Java is no more, after su~taining an action on the 29th inst. 

for several hours, with the American frigate Constitution, 

which resulted in (he capture and ultimate destruction of 

H. M. S. Captain Lambert being dangerously wounded in 

the height of the action, the melancholy task of writing the 

detail devolves on me. On the morning of th~ 2Uth instant, 

at 8 A.M. off St. Salvador, (coast of Brazil,) the wind at 

N. E. we perceived a strange sail; made all sail ill chase, and 

:soon made her out to be a large frigate. At noon, prepared 
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for action, the chase not answering our private signals, and 

tacking towards us under easy sail: whe~ about fOlll' miles 

distant she made a signal, and immedi:ltely tacked and made 

all sail away IIpon the wind. "Ve soon fonnd "'e had the 

advantage of her in s:eiling, and came up with her fast, when 

she hoisted American colonrs; she then bore ~:i".,U~ three points 

on our lee-bow, at .50 minutes past 1 P.M. the eormy shorten.' 

cd sail, upon which \Ye bore down upon her; at 10 minutes 

past 2, when about half a mile distant, she opened k~r fire, 

giving us her larboard broadside, which was not returned till 

we were close on her weather .bow. Both ships now 

manreuvred to obbin advantagcolls positions, aliI' oppollent 

evidently avoiding close action, and firing high to di5~bb our 

masts; in which he succeeded too well, having slIot away the 

head of our bowsprit, with the jib-boom, and our funning 

rigging so much cut as to prevent Ollr preserving the weather

gage. 
At 5 minutes past 3, finding the enemy's raking fire extremely 

heavy, Captain Lambert ordered the ship to be laid on lwanl, 

in which we should have succeeded, had not ollr fore-mast 

been shot away at this moment, the remains of our bowsprit 

passing over his taffrail; shortly after this the main-top-mast 

went, leaving the ship totally unman.ageable, with most of our 

starboard guns rendered useless from the wreck lying over 

them. 
At half_past 3, our gallant captain received a dangerous 

wound in the breast, and was carried below; from this time 

we could not fire more than two or three guns until a quarter 

past 4, when our mizen-mast was shot away. The ship then 

fell off a little, and brought many of our starboard guns to 

bear: the enemy's rigging was so mllch cut that he could 

lIot avoid shooting a-head, which brought us fairly broad,ide 

and broadside. Ollr main-yard now went in the slings; both 

ships continued engaged in this manner tilt 3.5 minutes past 4, 

we frequently on fire in consequence of the wreck Iyi~g on th~ 
d 
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side engaged. Our opponent 1I0W made sail a-head out of 

gun-shot, where he remained an honr repairing his damages, 

leaving us an unmanageable wreck, with only the main_mast 

left, and that tottering. Every exertion was made by us during 

this interval to place the ship in a state to renew the action. 

We succeeded in clearing the wreck of our masts from our 

guns; a sail was set on the stumps of the foremast and bow. 

sprit; the weather.half of the main.yard remaining aloft, the 

main.tack was ~ot forward in the hope of getting the ship 

before the wind, our helm being still perfect; the effort unfor. 

tunately proved ineffectual, from the main.mast falling over 

the side, and from the heavy rolling of the ship, which nearly 

covered the whole of our starboard guns. ·We still waited the 

attack of thGl enemy, he now standing towards us for that 

purpose. On his coming nearly within hail of us, and from 

his manreuvres perceiving he intended a position a.head, where 

he could rake us without a possibility of our returning a shot; 

I then cousulted the officers, who agreed with myself, that our 

having a great part of our crew killed and wounded, our bow. 

sprit aud three masts gOlle, several guns useless, we should 

not be justified in wasting the lives of more of those remaining; 

who, I hope their lordships and the country will think, have 

bravely defended his majesty's ship. U oder these circumstan. 

ces, however reluctantly, at .50 minutes past 5, our colours. 

were lowered from the stump of the mizen_mast, and we were 

taken possession of a little after 6, by the American frigate 

Constitution, commanded by Commodore Bainbridge, who, 

immediately after ascertaining the state of the ship, resolved 

on burning her, which we had the satisfaction of seeing done 

as soon as the wounded men were removed. Annexed I send 

you a return of the killed and wounded; and it is with pain I 

perceive it is numerous; also a statement of the comparative 

force of the two ships, when I hope their lordships will not 

think the British flag tarnished, although success has not at. 

tended us. It would be presumption in me to speak of Ca.p-
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lain l .. amhcrt's merits; who, though still in danger from his 

wound, we still entertain the greatest hop~s of his being 
restored to the service and his country. 

~t is most gratifying to my feelings, to notice the gallantry 
of every officer, seaman and marine on board. In justice to 

the officers, I beg leave to mention them individually. I catl 

never speak too highly of the able exertions of Lieutenants 

H£rringham and Buchanan, and also Mr. Robinson, master, 

who was severely wonnded, and Lieutenants Mercer and 
Davis, of the royal marines, the latter of whom also was 

severely wounded. To Captain John Marshall, R. N. who 

was'a passenger, I am particularly obliged, for his exertions 

and advice throughout the action. To Lieutenant Alpin, who 

was on the main.deck, and Lieutenant Saunders, who com
manded the forecastle, I also return my thanks. I cannot 

fiut notice the good conduct of the mates and midshipmen, 

many of whom are killed, and the greater part wounded. To 
Mr. T. C. Jones, surgeon, and his assistants, every praise is 

due for their unwearied assiduity in the care of the wOlloded. 

Lieutenant.General Hislop, Major 'Valkor, and Captain 

Wood, of his staff, the latter of whom was wounded, were 
solicitous to assist and remain on the quarter-deck. 

I cannot conclude this letter, without expressing my grate

ful acknowledgments thus publicly, for the generous treat
ment Captain Lambert and his officers have experienced froIU 

our gallant enemy, Commodore Bainbridge and his officers. 
1 have the honor to be, &c. 

HENRY. D. CHADS. 

P.S. The Constitution has also suffered severely, both in 

her rigging and men; having her fore and mizen-masts, maio. 

top-masts, both main_top_sail_yards, spanker-boom, gaff, and 

trysail-mast, badly shot; and the greatest part of the standin!;\ 

rigging very much damaged; with ten men killed, the com

mander, fifth lieutenant, and 46 men wounded, 4 of whom lire 

since dead. 
d2 
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Farce of the two Ships. 

JAVA. CONSTITUTION. 
28 long 18- pOllnders 

Hi carronades, 32- ponnders 

2 long 9-pounders 

46 gllns 

Ship's company and supernu

meraries, 377. 

32 long 24-pounders 

22 carronades, 32-pounders 

1 carronade, IS-pounder 

55 guns 

Crew, 480. 

A list of killed and wounded of II. M. S. Java, in action, ~·c. 

(of wltieh the names are given, compri.ling,) 

Killed-3 mates, 2 midshipmen, 1 supernumerary clerk, 

7 petty officers and able seamen, 3 landmen, 4 marines, and 2 

sn pernnmeraries :-total, 22. 

1Vounded dangerously-Captain L;)'mbert, (since dead,) the 

boatswain, 4 petty officers and able seamen, (1 since dead,) 

and 1 ordinary seamen :-total 7. 

lVounded sevcrely-l master, 1 second lieutenant of marines, 

3 midshipmen, 10 petty officers ami able seamen, 8 ordinary 

seamen, 6 landmen, 1 boy, 1 serjeant of marines, 2 corporals 

of ditto, 12 privates of diUo, 1 passenger, (Captain Wood,) 

1 su pernumerary mate, and 5 ditto sc;)'men :-total, 52. 

fVounded blightly-Lieutcnant Chads, 1 midshipman, 10 

petty officers and able seamen, 8 ordinary sc;)'mcn, 8 landmen, 

3 boys, 1 serj~ant and 5 private marines, 1 supernumerary 

commander, 1 ditto lieutenant, and 4 ditto seamen :-total 43. 

T. C. JONES, snrgcon. 
2d January. H. D. CHADS, 1st Iieut. 

No. 23. 

Extract of another letter from Lieutenant Chacls. 

St. Salvador, Brazil, Jan. 4, 1813. 

I am sorry to find the Americans did not bdlave with thlil 
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same liberality towards the crelV that the officers experirnced ; 

on the contrary, they were pillaged of almost every thing, and 

kept in irons. 

J. W. Croker, Esq. &c. &c. 

No. 24. 

From Cornmodo7'e Bainbridge to the American sltcretary oj 
the navy. 

U. S. frigate Constitution, St. Salvador, 

Sm, Jan. 3, li-)13. 

I have the honor to inform you, that on the 29th ultimo, at 

2 P.l'll. in S. latitude 13° 6', and 'V. longitude 30°, and about 

10 leagues distance from t.he coast of Brazil, I fell in with 

and captured H. B. M.'s frigate Java, of 49 guns, and up

wards of 400 men, commanded by Captain Lambert, a very 

distinguished officer. The action lasted one hour and 55 mi

nutes, in which time the enemy was completely dismasted, not 

having a spar of any kind standing. The loss on board the 

COllsiitution was nine IdJled and 25 woumlt'd, as per enclosed 

list. The enemy had 60 killed, and 101 wounded, certainly; 

(among the latter, Captain Lambert mortrrlly;) but by the 

enclosed letter, written on board this ship, (by one of the 

officers of the Java,) and accidentally found, it is evident 

th,!t the enemy's wounded must have been much greater than 

as above stated, and who mllst have died of their wounds pre 

viously to their being removed. The lelter states 60 killed, 

amI 170 ,,"ounded. 

For further details of the action, I beg If'ave to refer you 

to the cnclos('d extracts ffOm my journal. The Java had, in 

addilio~ to her own crew, upwards of 100 supernumerary 

officers and seamen, to join the British ships of war in the 

Ea,t Indies; also Li{'utcnatit-general Hislop, appointed to the 

command of Eomhay, Major 'Walker, ar:d Captain Wood, of 
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llis staff, and Captain Marshall, master and commander in the 

British navy, going to the East Indies, to take command of a 

sloop of war there. 

Should I attempt to do justice, by representation, to the 

brave ane! good conduct of all my officers and crew during the 

action, J should fail in the attempt; therefore, suffice it to 

say, that the whole of their conduct was such as to merit my 

highest encomiums. I beg leave to recommend the officers, 

particu larly, to the notice of government; as also the unfor. 

tunate seamen who were wounded, and the families of thoso 

brave men who fell in the action. 

The great distance from our own coast, and the perfect 

wreck we made the enemy's frigate, forbade every idea of 

taking her to the United States; I had therefore no alternative 

but burning her, which I did on the 31st ultimo, after reo 

ceiving all the prisoners and their baggage; which was very 
hard work, only having one boat left, out of eight, and not 

one left on board the Java. 

On blowing up the frigate Java I proceeded to this place, 

where I have landed all the prisoners on their parole, to return 

to England, and there remain until regularly exchanged; and 

not to serve in their professional capacities, in any place, or 

in any manner whatsoeTer, against the United Statcs of Arne. 
rica, until their exchange shall be effected. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

W. BAINBRIDGE. 
To the zecretary of tllC navy, &c. 

No. 25. 

Extract from Commodore Bainbridge's journal. 

Tuesday, December 29, 1812.-At 9 A.M. discovered two 

strange sails on the weather bow; at 10 discovered the strange 

sails to be ships: one of them stood in for the land, and the 
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other stood off shore, in a direction towards us; at 11 A.M. 

tacked to the southward and eastward, and took in the royals; 

at 30 minutes past 11 made t~e private signal for the day, 

which was not answered, and then set the main.sail and royals, 

tv draw the strange sail off from the neutral coast, and sepa_ 

rate her from the sail in company. 

Wednesday, Dec. 30, (nautical time,) lat. 13° 6', S. long. 

31" W. 10 leagues from the coast of Brazil, commenced with 

clear weather, aud moderate breezes from the E.N .E. ; hoisted 

our ensign and pendant. At 15 minutes past meridian, the 

ship hoisted her colours, an English ensign, having a signal 

flying at the main. 

At 26 minutes past 1 P.M. being sufficiently from the land, 

and finding the ship to be an English frigate, took in the main. 

sail and royals, tacked ship, and stood for the enemy. At 

50 minutes past 1 P.M. the enemy bore down with an inten· 

tion of raking ns, which we avoided by wearing. At 2 P.M. 

the enemy bei~g within half a mile of us, and to-windward, 

and having hauled down his colours, except the union.jack at 

the mizen-masi.head, induced me to give orders to the officer 

of the third division to fire a gun a.head of the enemy, ta 
make him shew his colours; which being done, brought on a 

fire from us of the whole broadside, on which the enemy 

hoisted his colours, and immediately returned our fire. A 

general action, with round and grape, then commenced, the 

enemy keeping at a much greater distance than I wished, but 

could not bring him to a closer action without ex posing our

selves to several rakes. Considerable manceuvres were made 

by both vessels to rake, and avoid being raked. The follow_ 

ing minutes were taken during the action ;-

At 10 minutes past 2 P.M. commenced the action withill 

good grape and canister distance, the enemy to-windward; 

hut much further than I wished. At 30 minutes past 2, our 

wheel was shot entirely away. At 40 minutes past 2 deter. 

mined to close with the enemy, notwithstanding his raking. 
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Set the fore and main-sails, and lnffed up close to him. At 50 

m:nutes past 2, the enemy's jib-boom got foul of our mizen_ 

rigging. At 3, the head of. the enemy's bowsprit and jib_ 

boom shot away by us. At 5 minutes past 3, shot away the 

en :my's fore-mast by the board. At 15 minutes past 3, shot 

away his main-top-mast just above the cap. At 40 miuutes 

past 3, shot away the gaft and spanker-boom. At 55 minutes 

past 3, shot away h:s mizen-mast nearly by the board. At [) 

minutes past 4, having silenced the fire of the cnemy com. 

pletely, and his colours in the main. rigging being down, we 

supposed he had struck; we thea hauled down courses, and 

shot a-head to repair our rigging, which was extremely cut, 

leaving the enemy a complete wreck. Soon after discovered 

that the enemy's flag was still flying; hove to, to repair some 

of our damage. At 20 minutes past 4, the encmy's main.mast 

went nearly by the board. At 50 minutes past 4, wore ship 

and stood for the enemy. At 25 minutes l;ast 5, got very 

close to the enemy, in a very effectual raking position, athwart 

his bo~s, and was at the very instant of raking him, when he 
most prudently struck his flag; for haclhe suffered the broad. 

side to ha,'e raked him, his additional loss must have been 

extremely great, as he laid as an unmanageable wreck upon 
the water. 

No. 26. 

Extructs from minutes of a court. martial assembled on board 

H. 11[. S. Gladiator, at Portsmouth, 23d April, 1813, to 

try the sun,iving officers and cr'ew of the Java, g·c. 

Lieutenant 'V. Allen Herringham, second lieutenant, SWOrD. 

Q. Did you suffer mnch from the musketry of the Americans? 

A. I believe there were a number of gun-shot wounds. 

Captain Lambert was killed by a musht.shot. 

Q. At what part of the action did you sustain tbe greatest 

loss? 
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A. Not in the early part of the action. After the ship 

became unmanageallle, and the Constitution touk a raking 

position, our loss became considerable. 

-William Batty Robinson, the master, sworn. 

Q. Do you remember if they annoyed you much by mus. 

ketry, whilst you were on deck? 

A. A good deal from the tops. 

I~ieutenant James Saunders, R. N. a passenger, ~worn. 

Q. Did you suffer much in the forecastle from the enemy's 
musketry? 

A. Very much indeed. 

Q. \Vere you stationed there? 

A. Yes. 

Q. At w hat period of the action did you suffer most? 

A. When t'he bowsprit went. 

Q. Did the Americans appear to avoid close action at tho 

first part of it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you understaud that the American lost her wheel? 

A. I afterwards found that she lost her wheel by the first 

broadside from the Java, and that four men were killed. 

James Humble, boatswain, sworn. 

Q. How long had the action lasted when you were wounded? 

A. Belter thall all hour, I believe. 

Q. Did you suffer much from the musketry on the forecastle? 

A. Yes: and likewise from the round and grape. 

Q. Did you come up again, after going below? 

A. Yes: I was down about an hour, when I got my arm 

put a little to rights by a toufnaquet being put on it-nothing 

else; my hand was carried away, and my arm woundeJ about 

the elbow. I put my arm into the bosom of my shirt, and 

went up a:l;ain, when I saw the cuemy a-head of us, repairing 

his damages. I had my orders from Lieutenant Chads, before 
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the action began, to cheer up the boarders with my pipe, 
that they might make a clean spring in boarding. 

Q. Did the Java receive much damage from the enemy, 
before the Java returned any fire at all? 

A. Yes: we received, besides what 1 have stated, much 
damage in the rigging. 

James Macdonald, boatswain's-mate, sworn. 

Q. Did the Americans appear to you to avoid close action, 
or not, in the early part of the action'? 

A. They kept at long balls: they kept edging away until 
the Java was disabled. 

Q. Did you hear Captain Lambert order the Java to be 

laid on board the American? 
A. Yes. 

Q. 'What distaFlce were yon then from the enemy's stern ? 
A. Not qnite a cable's length, upon our lee-beam; the 

helm was put a-weather. 
Q. Do you remember the bowsprit touching the mizen_ 

rigging? 
A. Yes: it took the mizen.rigging, which appeared to me 

to prevent our boarding at the time. 
Q. "Were the men all ready? 

A. Yes: they had all been calle~, and were all ready for 

jumping on board at the forecastle, marines and all. 

Q. Did you see any of the enemy's men ready to receive 

the boarders? 

A. No: I did not see any of them at the time. 

Q .. Did you hang some time by the mizen-rigging? 

A. Not long. 

Q. Did they get their chasers out, and rake you? 

A. Ye~. 

Christopher Speedy, captain of the forecastle, sworn. 

Q. Did they annoy you much on lhe forecastle by musketry? 

A. More by round and grape, and double-headed; I picked 
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up five bar-shot which fell out of the fore-mast in rolling: I 

put three of them in our guns, and fired them back again. 

Q. Did the Americans appear to avoid close action? 

A,. He did a,lways avoid close action ..... he kept away; when

ever the smoke cleared away, we always found him, yawin~ 

from us. 

Q. Do you remember when the Java end,eavoured to board 

her? 
A. Yes: it was just as the fore-mast fell. 

Q. Were you all ready for boarding? 

A. They were called on the gangway and forecastle, aml 

were all ready, boarders and marines. 

s: Q. Did you see many of the enemy ready to oppose tha 

boarders? 

A. Not many on deck: I saw some men there, but theN 

were a great many in the tops. 

Lieutenant Robert Mercer, royal marines, sworn. 

Q. Had you any of your men at small~arms ? 

A. I believe 34: upwards of 20 on the quarter-deck, and 

lO on the forecastle. 
Q. Did the enemy make use of their small-arms mucl~? 

A. Yes, from the decks, and from the tops. 

Q. Were your decks exposed to their tops? 

A. Yos, very much: they could see us to take aim. 

Q. Do you remember when the Java attempted to lay the 

enemy on board? 
A. Yes: Captain Lambert spoke to me abont it; he said 

it was his intention to board, and desired me to Ilrepare the. 

marines on that occasion, which was done. 
Q. Did the Americans appear to avoid close action? 

A. Yes, they evidently did: they continually kept away. 

Q. What sort of men were the marines? 

A. Eighteen of them were very young recruits: the rest 

have been to sea before. 
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No. 27. 

Sentence of the court_martial. 

The court agreed, that the capture of his majesty's late 

ship Java was caused by her being totally dismasted in a very 

spirited action with the U. S. ship ConsCtulioll, of considera_ 

bly superior force; in which the zeal, abilUy, anel bravery of 

the late Captain Lambert, her commanrler, was highly con_ 

spicuous and honorable, being constantly the assailant, until 

the moment of his much-Iampnkd fall; and that) subscqucnlly 

thereto, the action was continued with equal zeal, ability, anll 

bravery, by Lieulenant Henry Ducie Chad" the first lieute

nant, and the other surviving officers and ship's company, and 

other officers and persons who were passengers on board her, 

until she became a perfect wreck, and the continuance of the 

action would have been a meJe,s sacrifice of lives; and did 

adjudge the said Lieutenant Henry Ducic Chads, and the 

other surviving ofiicers and ship's company, to be most lio

Dorab] y acquitted. Rear-admiral Graham :Moore, president; 

who, ill returning Lieutenant ChaJshis sword, addressed him 

nearly as follows :-" I have much satisfaction in returning' 

yon your sword; had you been an officer who had served in 

comparative obscurity all your life, and never before heard of, 

your conduct on the present occasion has been sufficient to 

establish your character as a brave, skiful, and attcntiYJ 

officer. " 

No. 28. 

Vole of Congress. 

The cQngresi of the United States voted 50,000 dullars, 

and their thanks, to Commodore Bainbridge, officers aBd 

crew; also a gold medal to Commodore Bainbridge, and 

SilVff mc~!als to each of the officers of the Constitution, with 

£uitab!e devices. 
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No. 29. 

From Captain Lawrence to the American secretary of th~ 

navy. 

U. S. ship Hornet, Holmes' Hole, 

Sm, March 29, 1813. 

I have the honor to inform you of the arrival, at this port, 

of the U. S. ship Hornet, under my command, frolll a cruize 

of 145 days, and to state to you, that after Commodore 

Bainbridge left the coast of Brazils, (January 6,) I continued 

off the harbour of St. Sal vador, blockading the Bonne Citoy~ 

enne, until the 24th, when the Montague, 7-1, hove in sight, 

and chased me into the harbour; but night coming on, I 
wore, and stood out to the southward. Knowing that she 

had left Rio Janeiro for the express purpose of relieving the 

Bonne Citoycnne, and the packet, (IV hich I lJad also block~ 

aded for 14 days, and obliged her to send her mail to Rio 

in a Portuguese smack,) I juugcd it most prudent to shift 

my crusing ground, alHI hauled by the wind to the westward, 

with the view of cruizillg off Pernambuco; and, on the 14~h 

of February, captured the English brig Resolution, of 10 

guns, from Rio Jandro, bOllDll to .i.V1aranham, with colfee, &c. 

and about 23,000 dollars in specie. I took out the money, 

and set her on fire. I then ran down the coast for Maran~ 

ham, and cruizct1 there a short time; from ~hence run off Su

rinam. After cruizing of[ that coast, from the 15th unE! Lhe 

22t1 of February, without meeting a vessel, I stood for De

marara, with an intention, should I not be fortunate on that 

station, to rUIl through the Vvest Indies on my way to the 

Unitetl States; but on the 24th, in the morning, I (Iiscovercd 

a bri;,; to-Ieewald, to which I gave chase, run into a ql!arter d 

leso fOllr, and, not having a pilot, was obliged to lluul off; 

the fort at the entrance of Demarara river at this Lime bearing 

5. W. d'stant 2-[- leaglle~. Previous to giving up (he chase, X 
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discovered a vessel at anchor, without the bar, with English 

colours flying, apparently a brig of war. In beating round 

Caroband bank, in order to get at her, at half.past 3 P.M. 

I discovered another sail on my wcather.quarter, edging down 

fur us. At 4. 20. she hoisted English colours, at which time 

we discovered ner to bl.! a large man.of.war.brig; beat to 

quarters, and cleared ship for action, and kept close by the 

wiud, in order, if possible, to get the weather gage. At 

!S. 10. findi[]g I could weather the enemy, I hoisted American 

colours, and tacked. At 5. 25. in passing each other, ex. 

changed broadsides, within half pistol.shot. Observing the 

enemy in the act of wearing, I bore up, and received his 

starboard broadside, run him close on board on the starboard 

quarter, and kept lip such a heavy and well.directed fire, that, 

in less than 15 minutes she surrendered, (beillg totally cut to 

pieces,) and hoisted an ensign, union down, from his fore. 

rigging, as a signal of distress. Shortly after, her main.mast 

went by the boal'd. Despatched Lieutenant Shubrick on 

boanl, who soon returned with her first Iieutenaut, who reo 

ported her to be H. B. lVI. late brig Peacock, commanded by 

Captain William Peake, who fell in the latter part of the 

action; that a number of her crew were killed and wounded j 

and that she was sinking fast, ,he having then six feet water 

in her hold. Despatched the boats immediately for the 

wounded, and brought both vessels to anchor. Such shot. 

holes as could be got at were then plugged, guns thrown 

Qverhoard, and every possible exertion used to keep her 

afloat, until tbe prisoners could be removed, by pumping and 

"baling, but without effect, as she unfortunately sunk ill 5f 
fathoms water, carrying down 13 of her crew, and three of 

my brave fellows. Lieutenant Connor, and Midshipman 

Cooper, and the remainder of my men employed in removing 

the prisoners, with difficulty saved themselves, by jumping into 

a boat that was lying on the booms, as she went down. Four 

men of the 13 mentioned, we.re so fortunate as to gain the 
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fore. top, and were afterwards taken off by our boats. Pre

vious to her going down, four of her men took to her stern

boat, that had been much damaged during the action, who, I 

!incerely hope, reached the shore. I have not heen able to 

ascertain from her officers the exact number of killed. Captain 

Peake, and four men, were found dead on board. The mas

ter, one midshipman, carpenter, and captain's clerk, and 29 

men wounded, most of them very severely, three of which 

died of their wounds after beiug removed, and nine drowned. 

Our 105s was trifling in comparison: J. Place, killed; S. 

Coulson, and J. Dalrymple, slightly wounded; G. Coffin, 

and L. Todd, severely burnt hy the explosion of a cartridge. 

Todd survived only a few days. Our rigging and sails were 

much cut. One shot through the fore-mast, and the bowsprit 

slightly injured. Our hull received little or no damage. 

A t the time I brought the Peacock to action, the Espieglc, 

(the brig mentioned as being at anchor,) mounting 16 32-pound 

carronandes, and two long nines, lay about six miles in-shore 

of me, and could plainly see the whole of the action. Ap

prehensive she would beat out to the assistance of her con

sort,; such exertions were used by my officers and crew, in 

repairing damages, &c. that by 9 o'clock our boats were 

stowed, a new set of sails bent, and the ship completely ready 

for action. At '2 A.M. got under weigh, and stood by the 

wind to the northward and westward, under easy sail. On 

mustering next morning, found we had 270 souls on board, 

including the crew of the American brig Hunter, of Portland, 

taken a few days befole by the Peacock. 
The Peacock was deservedly styled. one of the finest vessels 

of her class in the British navy. I should judge her to be 

about the tonnage of the Hornet; her beam was greater by 

five inches, but her extreme length not so great by four 

feet. She mounted 16 24-pound carronades, two long nines, 

one 12-pound carronade on her top_gallant_forecastle, as a 

shifting gun, and one 4 or 6,poullder, and '2 swivels, mounted 
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aft. I find, by J]I:11" quarter-bilI, that her crew consisted of 

134 men, fouf of '~]'0'l1 were absent in a p, jz.'. 

The cool and determined conduct of my officers and crew' 

during the action, and tl'eir almost unexampled exertions 

afterward,) cntitle them to my warmest ac1(llowledlo!,m"llts; 

and I beg leave m')st earnt;st!y to recommend them to the 

notice of government. 
JA1VIES J~A WRENCE. 

P. S. At the commencement of the action my sailing-master 

and seven men were. absent in a prize, and Lieutenant Stewart 

and six men on the sick-li't. 

Hon. 'Villiam Jones, secretary of the navy. 

No. 30. 

From Lieutenant 1Vright to the editor of the " Commercial 
Advertiser. " 

SIR, 

I wish you to communicate, for the information of G. C. K. 
and those who may have read his paper, published in your 

last night's journal, that the force of H. B. M.'s latc brig 

Peacock, at the time she engaged the U. S. sloop HOrflet, was 

16 24 pounder carronaues, and two long 6-pounders, with a 

complement of 122 men and boys; and that the Hornet car

riEld 18 32-pouuder carronades, and two long 9_pounder gUllS, 

and 170 men. That the action. continued, by !~cacock'ii 

time, for 25 minutes; and that H. B. M.'s brig l'Espieglc was 

not visible from the look-outs, stationed at the Peacock's 

mast-heads, for some time previous to the action. 

F. A. WRIGHT, senior lieutenant of 

H. B. M.'s late sloop Peacock. 

New York, April 17, 1813. 
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No. 31. 

Vote of congl'ess. 

The congress of the United States passed a resolution, that 

the' president be requested to present to the nearest male 

relative of Captain James Lawrence, a gold medal, and a 

silver medal to each of the commissioned officers who served 

him in the sloop of war Hornet, in her conflict with the Bri_ 

tish sloop of war Peacock, in testimony of the high sense 

entertained by congress of the gallantry and good conduct of 

the officers and crew in the capture of that vessel, &c. 

No. 32. 

From Captain Lawrence fa the American consul at St. Sal

vador, Brazils. 

(Extract. ) 

When I last saw you, I stated to y(')u my wish to meet the 

Bonne Citoyonne, and authorized you to make my wishes 

known to Captain Greene. I now request you to state to 

him, that I wm meet him whenever he may be pleased to comc 

Ollt, and pledge my honor that neither the Constitution, nor 

any other American vessel, shall interfere. 

No. 33. 

From the American, to the British Consul. 

(Extract. ) 

Commodore Bainbridge, of the Constitution frigate, can. 

firms to me the request of Captain Lawrence, in these words :

" If Captain Geeene wishes to try equal force, I pledge my 
honor to give him an opportunity, l)y being out of the way, 

or not in tcrfering." 
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No. 34. 

FI'VIIl the Bl'ilish, to the Alnuican consul. 

Fort de St. Pedro, December 20, 1812. 
SIR, 

I transmitted your letter to me of yestenby, to Captaill 

P. B. Greene, to whom the substance is directed; amI, having 

received his reply, I herewith insert it verbatim. 

I am, &c. 

FREDERICK LANDEMAN. 
~- Hill, Esq. &c. &c. 

No. 35. 

From_ Captain Grcc'nr to the British consul. 

I hasten to acknowledge the favor of your communication, 

mlde to me this morning from Mr. Hill, consnl of the United 

Staies of America, on the subject of a challenge, stated to 

h:l.Ve heen offered through I1h. Hill, by Captain Lawrence, of 

the U. S. sloop of war th:) Hornet, to myself, as commander 

of H. B. M.'s ship the Bonne Citoyenne, anchored in tbii 

port, pledging his honor, as well as that of Commodore Bain~ 

bride, that no advanta'~e shall be taken by the Constitution, 

or any other American vessel whatever, on the occasion. J 
am convinced, Sir, if such rencontre was to take place, the 

result coulu not be long dubious, and would terminate favor. 

ably to the ship which I have the honor to command; but I 
am equally convincd, that Commodore Bain bridge could not 

swerve so much from the paramount duty he owes to his 

country, as to become an inac.tive spectator, and see a ship 

belonging to the very squadron under his orders, fall into the 

hands of an enemy. This reason operates powerfully on my 
minu, for not exposing the Bonne Citoyenne to a risk, upon 

terms so manifest! y disad I'antageous, as those proposed by 
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Commodore Bainbridge. Indeed, nothing cohld 'give me 
greater satisfaction than complying with t1le wishes of Captain 

Lawrence; and I earnestly hope, ihat chance will afford him 

an opportunity of meeting the Bonne Citoyeune under diffe. 

rent circumstances, to enable him to distinguish himself in the 

manner he is now so de,irous of doing. I further assure you, 

that my ship will, at all times, be prepared, wherever she may 
be, to repel any attacks made against her; and I shall also 
act offensively, whenever I judge it proper to do so. 

I am, Sir, with great regard, &c. 

P. B. GREENE. 

No. 36, 

From Captain Broke to Captain Lawrence. 

II. B . .LVI. ship Shannon, off Boston, 
SIR, June, ]813. 

As the Chesapeake appears now ready for sea, I request YOH 

will do me the favor to meet the Shannon with Iler, ship to 

ship, to try the fortune of our respective flags. To an officer 

of your character it requires some apology for proceeding to 

further particulars. Be assured, Sir, that it is not from any 

doubt I can entertain of your wishing to close \\ ith my prom 

posal, but merely to provide an answer to any objection which 

might be made, and very reasonably, npon the chance of our 

receiving unfair support. 

After the diligent attention which we had paid to Commo

dore Rodgers; the pains I took to detach all force but the 

Shannon and 'fencdos to sllch a distance, chat they could not 

possibly join in any action fought iii sight of the Capes, and 

the various verbal messages which had been sent into Boston 

to that effect, we were much disappointed to find the commo. 

dore had eluded us by sailing on the first change, after the 

prevailing easterly winds had obliged us to keep an Offing from 

e 2 
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the coast. lIe, perhaps, wished for some stronger assurance 

of a fair meeting. i am therefore induced to address you more 

particularly, and to assure you, that what I write I pledge my 

honor to perfol'm, to the utmost of my power. 

The Shannon mounts 24 guns upon her broadside, and 

one light boat-gun; IS-pounders 11 pon her main.deck, and 

32-poulld carronades on her quarter-deck and forecastle; and 

is manned with a complement of 300 men and boys, (a large 

proportion of the latter,) besides 30 seamen, boys, and pas

sengers, who were taken out of recaptured vessels lately. I 
am thus minute, because a report has prevailed in some of 

the Boston parers, that we had 150 men, additional, lent us 

from la Hogue, which really never was the case. La Hogue 

is now gone to Halifax for provisions; and I will send all 

other ships beyond the power of interfering with us, and meet 

you wherever it is most agreeable to you, within the limits of 

the undermen tioned rendezvous; viz.-

From 6 to 10 leagues east of Cape Cod light.house; from 

8 to 10 leagues east of Cape Ann's light; on Cashe's 

ledge, in latitude 43 north; at aIlY bearing and distance you 

please to fix off the south breakers of Nantucket, or the shoal 

on St. George's bank. 

H you will favor me with any plan of signals or telegraph, 

I will warn you (if sailing under this promise) should any of 

my friends be too nigh, or any where in sight, until I cau 

detach them out of my way; or I would sail with you under 

a flag of truce to any place yon think safest from our cruizers, 

hauling it down IV hen fair to begin hostilities. 

You must, Sir, be aware that my proposals are highly ad. 

van tageous to you,' as you cannot proceed to sea singly in the 

Chesapeake, without imminent risk of being crushed by the 

superior force of the numerous British squadrons which are 

now abroad; where all your efforts, in case of a rencontTe, 

would, however gallant, be perfectly hopeless. I entreat you, 

Sir, 1I0t to imagine that I am urged by mere personal vanity to 
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the wish of meeting the Chesapeake; or that I depc!ld only 

upon your personal ambition for your acceding to this invita

tion: we have both nobler motives. Yon will feel it as a 

compliment if I say, that the result of our meeting may be 

the most grateful service I can render to my country; and I 

doubt not that you, equally confident of success, will feel 

convinced, that it is ollly by repeated triumphs in even combats 

that your little navy can now llOpe to console ,yollr country, 

for the loss of that trade it can no longer protl'ct. Favor me 

with a speedy reply. ""Ve are short of provisions and water, 

and cannot stay long here. 

1 have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 
P. B. V. BROKE, Captain oC 

H. B. M. ship Shannon. 

N. B. For the general service of watching your coast, it is 

requisite for me to keep another ship in company, to support 

me with her guns and boats when employed near the land, and 

particularly to aid each other, if either ship in chase shonld 

get on shore. You must be aware that I cannot, consistently 

with my duty, wave .0 great an advantage for this generat 

service, by detaching my consort, without an assurance on 

yOllr part of meeting me directly; and that you will neither 

seck or admit aid from any other of your armed vessels, if I 

detach mine expressly for the sake of meeting you. Should 

any special order restrain you from thus answering a formal 

challenge, you may yet oblige me by keeping my proposal a 

secret, and appointing any place you like to meet us (within 

300 miles oenoston) in a given number of days after you 

sail; as, unless you agree to an interview, I may be busied 

on other service, and, perhaps, be at a distance from Boston 

when you go to sea. Choose your terms, but let Uti 

meet. 

To the commander of the U. S. frigate Chesapeake. 
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Endorsement on the envelope. 

We have 13 American prisoners on board, which I will 
give you for as many British sailors, if you will send them 

out; otherwise, being privateersmen, they mu~t be detained. 

No. 37. 

From Captain Capel to ]11'. Croker. 

Halifax, June 11, 1813. 
SJR, 

It is with the greatest pleasure I transmit you a letter I 

have just received from Captain Broke, of H. M. S. Shannon, 

detailing a most brilliant achievement ill the capture of the 

U. S. frigate Chesapeake, in 15 minutes. Captain Broke reo 

lates so fully the particulars of this gallant affair, that I feel it 

unuecessary to add milch to bis narrative; but I cannot for. 

bear expressing the pleasure I feel in beariqg testimony to the 

indefati!!able exertions and persevering zeal of C1l.ptain Broke, 

during the time he has been under my orders. Placing a firm 

reliance on the valor of his officers and crew, and a just con. 

fldence in hi~ system of discipline, he sought every opportu. 

nity of meeting the enemy on fair t~rms; and I have to rejoice 

with pis country and his friends at thfl glorious resnlt of this 

contest. He gallantly headed his boarders in the assault, and 

carried all before him. His wounds are severe, but I trnst hi. 

conntry will not be l.ong deprived of his services. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

THOMAS BLADEN CAPEL, captain 

and ;cnior officer at IIalifax. 

J. W. Croker, Esq. &c. &:c. 
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No. 38. 

Fl'om Captain Broke to Captain Capel. 

SIlt, 
Shannon, Halifax, J nne 6, 1813. 

1 h17C the honor to inform you, that being close in with 

Boston light-house, in H. lVI.'s ship under my command, on 

the 1 st instant, I had the pleasure of seeing that the U. S. 
frigate Chesapeake (whom we had long been watching) was 

coming ont of the harbour to engage the Shannon. I took a. 
position hetween Cape Ann and Cape Cod, and then hove-to 

for him to join us. The enemy came down in a very hand. 

some manner, having three American ensigns flying. 'lVhcll 

closing with us he sent down his royal yards; I kept the Shan. 

non's up, expecting the breeze would die away. At half-past 

5 P.M. tIle enemy hauled up within hail of us on the star. 

board side, and the battle began, both ships steering full under 

the top-sails. After exchanging between two and three broad. 

sides, the enemy's ship fell on board of us, her mizen-channels 

locking in with our fore-rigging. I went forward to ascertain 

her position; and, observing that the enemy were flinching from 

their guns, I gave orders to prepare for boarding. Our gal

lant band) nppointed to that service, immediaiely rushed in, 

under their respective officers, upon the enemy's decks, driving 

every thing before them with irresistible fury. The enemy 

made a desperJte !Jut disorderly resistance. The firing conti

nued at ail the g:tngways, and between the tops; but, in two 
minutes' time, the enemy were driven, sword in hand, from 

every post; the A merican flag was hauled down, and the 

proud old British union floated triumphant over it. In 

another minute ihey ceased firing from below, and called for 

quarter. The whole of thi- ,,,nice was achieved in 15 mi-

DutfS, from the commC1VCI1 1Clll of the action. 
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I have to lament the loss of many of my gallant shipmates, 

but they fell exulting in their conquest, 

My brave first lieutenant, Mr. 'Vatt, was slain in the mo. 

ment of victory, in the act of hoisting the British colours: 

his death is a severe loss to the service. Mr. Aldham, the 

purser, who had spiritedly volunteered the charge of a party 

of small.arm men, was killed on his post at the gang-way. 

My faithful old clerk Mr. Dunn, was shot by his side. Mr. 

Aldham has left a widow to lamellt his loss: I request the 

commander.in.chief will recommend hcr to the protection of 

my lords commissioners of the admiralty. lUy veteran boat. 

swain, 1\1r. Stephens, has lost an arm: he fonght under Lord, 

Rodney, on the 12th of April. I trust his age and services 

will be duly rewarded. 

1 am happy to say that Mr. Sam well, a midshipman of much 

merit, is the only otller officer· wounded besides myself, and he, 

not dangeromly. Of my gallant seamen and marines, we had 

23 slain, and 56 wounded. I subjoin the names of the former. 

No expressions I can make use of, can do justice to the merits 

of my valiant officers and crew. The calm courage they dis. 

played during the cannonadr, and the tremendous precision of 

their fire, could be equalled only by the ardor with which they 

rushed to the assault. I recommend them all warmly to the 

protection of the commander-in. chief. Having received a 

severe sabre-wound at the first onset, whilst charging a part of 

the enemy who had rallied on their forecastle, I was only ca. 

pable of giving command till assured our conquest was com· 

plete; and, then directing second lieutenant Wallis to take 

charge of the Shannon, and secure the prisoners, I left the 

third lieutenant, Mr. Falkincr (\\'ho had headed the main_deck 

boarders) in charge of the prize. I beg to recommend these. 

olTicers most strongly to the commander.in-chief's patronage, 

for the gallantry they displayed during the action, and the 

skill and judgment thcyevinced in the anxions duties which 

afterwards devolved upon them. 
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To Mr. Etouch, the acting master, I am much indebted for 

the steadiness with which he conducted the ship into action. 

The lieutenants Johns and Law, of the marines, bravely 

boarded at the IlCad of their respective divisions. It is impos

sible to particularize every brilliant deed performed by my 

officers and men; but I must mention, when the ships' yard. 

arms were locked together, that lUI'. Cosnaghan, who com

manded in our main-top, finding himself screened from the 

enemy by the foot of the top-sail, laid out at the main-yard_ 

arm to fire upon them, and shot three men in that situation. 

Mr. Smith, who commauded in our fore-top, stormed the 

enemy's fore-top from the fore-yard-arm, and destroyed all 

the Americans remaining in it. I particularly beg leave to re

commend ;VI r. Etouch, the acting master, and Messrs. Smith, 

IJeake, Clavering, Raymond, amI IJittiE'john, midshipmen. 

This latter officer is the son of Captain Littlejohn, who was 

slain in the Berwick. The loss of the enemy was about 70 

killed, and 100 wounded. Among the former were the four 

lieutenants, a· lieutenant of marines, the master, aud many 

other officers. Captain Lawrence is since dead of his 

wOlluds. 
The enemy came into action with a complement of 440 

men; the Shannon, having picked up some re-captnred sea. 

men, had 330. The Chesapeake is a fine frigate, and mounts 

49 guns; 18's on her main-deck, 32's on her quarter-deck 

and forecastle. Both ships came ont of action in the most 

beautiful order, their rigging appearing as perfect as if they 

had been only exchanging a salute. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

P. B. V. BROKE. 

To Captain the Hon. T. Bladen Capel, &c. Halifax. 

l Then follows the names of the killed, 24 in all, ] 
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No. 39. 

From Lieut. Budd to the AmericaI'! secretary of the nuv!!. 

Halifax, June 15, 1813. 
SIR, 

The unfortunate death of Captain James Lawrence and 

J~ieutenant Augustus C. Ludlow, has rrUllcred it my duty to 

inform you of the capture of the late U. S. frigate Chesapeake. 

On Tuesday, June 1st, at 8 A.M. we unmoored ship, and 

at meridian got under way from President's Roads, with a 

light wind from the southward a\](\ westward, and proceeded 

on a cruize. A ship was then in sight in the offing, \~hich 

had the appearance of a ship of war, and which, from infor. 

mation received from pilot-boats and craft, we believed to be 

the British frigate Shannon. 

We made sail in chase, and cleared ship for action. At 

half-past 4 P.M. she hove to, with her head to the southward 

and eastward. At 5 P.M. took in the royals and top_gallant. 

sails; and at half-past .5 hanled the cOllrses up. About 15 

minutes kforc 6 P.l\I. the actiun commenced within pistol-

5hot. The first broadside did great execution on both sides; 

damaged our rigging; killed, among others, }Jr. White, the 

Gailing-master, and wounded Captain Lawrence. 

J n about 1'2 minutes after the commencement of the action, 

we fell on board of the enemy? and immediately after, ODe of 

our arm. chests on the quarter-deck "\"fas blown up, by a hand

grenade thrown from the enemy's ship. Ina few minutes 

nne of the captain's aids came on the gnn-deck, to iu. 

form me that the boarders were callel!. I immediately called 

theboardeJ's away, and proceeded to the spar.deck, where I 

fOllnd that the enemy had succeeded in boarding liS, aod had 

gained possession of our quarter_deck. 

I immediately gave orders to haul on board the fore.tack, 

for the purpose of shooting the ship clear of the other, and 

then made an attempt to regain the quarter.deck, but was 
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'Wounded and thrown down on the gun-deck. I again made 

an effort to collect the boarders; but in the meantime, the 

enemy had gained complete possession of the ship. 

On my being carried down to the cock pit, I there found 

Captain Lawrence and Lieutenant Ludlow, both mortally 

wounded; the former had been carried below previously to th~ 

ship's being boarded; the latter was wounded in attempting 

to repcl the boarders. Among those who fell early in the 

action, was Mr. Edward J. Ballard the fourth lieutenant, and 

Lieutenant James Broom of marines. 

I herein enclose to you a return of the killed and wounded; 

by which you will perceive that every officer upon whom the 

charge of the ship would devolve, was either killed or wounded 

previously to her capture. The enemy report the loss of 

Mr. \Vatt, their first lieutenant; the purser, the captain's 

clerk, and 23 seamen kitled; and Captain Broke, a midship

man, and 56 seamen wounded. 

The Shannon, had, in addition to lJer full complement, an 

officer and 16 men belonging to the Belle Poule, and a part of 

the crew belonging to the Tenedos. 

I have the IlOnor to be, &c. 

GEORGE BUDD. 

lIon. ·W. Jones, secretary to the navy, Washington. 

[Here follow the names of 47 killed, and 99 wounded. 

No. 40, 

Report of the court of inquiry on the l08s of the Chesapeake. 

The COllrt arc unanimollsly of opinion, that the Chesapeake 

was gallantly carried into action by her late brave commander; 

'and no uouht rests with the court, from compari<on of the 

injury respectively slistained hy the frigates, that the fire of 

the Chesape'llle was ~'~l1ch superior to that of the Shannon. 

The Slutnfl8" l1dng much cut in her spars and rigging, and 

receiving many shot in and below the water.lioe, was reduced 
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almost to a sinking condition, after only a few minutes cau. 

nonading from the Chesapeake, while the Chesapeake was 

complratively uninjured. And the court have no doubt, 

if the Chesapeake had not accidentally fallen on boarll the 

Shannon, and the Shannon's anchor got foul in the after. 

quarter-port of the Chessapeake, the Shannon must have very 

soon surrendered or sunk. 

It appears to the court, that as the ships were getting foul, 

Captain Lawrence ordered the boarders to be called; but the 

bugleman, W. Brown, stationed to call the boarders by sound. 

ing a bugle, had deserted his quarters,' and when discovered 

and ordered to call, was unable, from fright, to sound his 

horn; that a midshipman went below immediately to pass the 

word for the boarders; but not being called in the way they 

had been usually exercised, few came upon the upper deck j 

confusion prevailed; a greater part of the men deserted their 

quarters and ran below. It appears also to the conrt, that 

,vhen the Shannon got foul of the Chesapeake, Captain Law. 

renee, his first lieutenant, the sailing.master, and lieuteuant of 

mariues were all killed or mortally wounded, and thereby the 

upper deck of the Chesapeake was left without any command. 

ing officer, and with only oue or two young midshipmen. It 

also appears to the court, that previously to the ships getting 

foul, many of the Chesapeake's spar.deck division had been 

ldlled and wounded, and the number stationed on that ,deck 

thereby considerably reduced; that these being left without 

a commissioned officer, or even a warrant. officer, except one 

or two inexperienced midshipmen, aud not being supported 

by the boarders from the gun.deck, almost universally deserted 

their quarters. And the enemy availing himself of this de. 

fenceless state of the Chesapeake's upper deck, boarded and 

obtained possession of the ship with very little opposition. 

From this view of the engagement, aud careful examination 

of the evidence, the court are unanimously of opinion, that 

the capture of the late United States frigate Chesapeake, wa~ 
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occasioned by the following causes :-the almost unexampled 

early fall of Captain I~awrence, and all the principal officers; 
the bugleman's desertion of his quarters, aud inability to sound 

his horn; for the court arc of opinion, if the horn had been 

sounded when first ordered, the men being then at their quar. 

ters, the boarders would have promptly repaired to the spar. 

deck, probably have prevented the enemy from boarding-cer. 
tainly have repelled them, and might have returned the board

ing with success, and the failure of the hoarders on both 

decks, to rally on the spar-deck, after the enemy had boarded, 

which might have been done successfully, it is believed, from 

the cautious manner in which the enemy came on hoard. 

The court cannot, however, perceive in this almost unex. 
ampled concurrence of disastrous circumstances, that the 

national flag llas suffered auy dishonor from the capture of 

the United States frigate Chesapeake, by the superior force of 

the frigate Shannon, of 52 carriage-guns, and 396 men. Nor 

do this court apprehend that the result of this engagement, 

will in the least discourage our hrave seamen from meeting 

the enemy hereafter 011 equal terms. 

The court being also charged to enquire into the conduct of 

the officers and men during aud after the engagement, and 
thereupon having strictly examined and maturely considered 

the evidence as recorded, do find the following causes of com. 

plaint. 

First. Against Lieutenant Cox; that being stationed in 

command' of the second division on the main-deck, he left his 

division during the action, while his men were at their quar_ 

ters, and went upon the upper deck; that when there, and 

the enemy boarding, or on the point of boarding, he left the 

'deck to assist Captain Lawrence'below, went down with llim 

from the spar-deck to the berth-deck; did not return to his 

division, hut went forward on the gun-deck; that, while there, 

and the men were retreating helow, he commanded them to go 
to their duty, without euforcing his commands. But as a 

court of inquiry allows an accused person no opportunity of 
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vindicating his conduct, the members of this court trust that 

their opinion on the conduct of Lieutenant Cox may not be 

deemed conclusive against him) without trial by court-marial. 

Second. Against Midshipman Forrest; that he left his 

iluarters during the action, and did not return to them, and 

now assigns no reason for his conduct satisfactory to this 

court. 

Third. Against Midshipman Freshman; that he behaved 

in an un-officer like manner at Halifax, assuming a false name 
at the office of the commissary of prisoners when obtaining his 

parole, and was paroled by the name of ''Villiam Brown. 

Fourth. Against the crew generally; that they deserted 

their quarters, and ran ]Jelow after the ships were foul, and 

the enemy boarded. But it appearing that they behaved well 

at their quarters before, and fired on the enemy with great 

rapidity and precision; the court ascribe their misconduct to 

the confusion naturally incident to the early fall of their 

officers, and the omission of the call of boarders in the accus
tomed manner. 

Yet this court is very far from eXCUlpating those who are 

thus criminal. It is unable to designate by name all the 

iudividuals who thus abandoned their duty, because most of 

tIle officers had recently joined the ship, some only a few days 
preceding the engagement, alld of course could not distinguish 

the men. The court, therefore, respectfully submit to higher 

authority, the exp('diency of withholding the wages of the crew. 

The persons whom the conrt are able to designate by name, 

as deserters from their stations, are 'WilIiam Brown~ bugle

man, Joseph Russell, captain of second gun, Peter Frost, 

and John Joyce, seamen. 

The Court further find, that the following persons entered 

the Briti,h service at Halifax; viz. Henry Ensign, Peter John, 

Andrew Simpson, Peter J~angrlln, Magness Sparring, Joseph 

Galla, Martin Anderson, Francis Paris, John White, boy, 

Thomas Arthur, Charles Reynolds, John Pierce, jun. Andrew 

Denham, Thomas Jones, Charles Goodman, Joseph Antonio, 
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Christopher Stephens, Charles Bowden, Charles W'esterbury, 

Joseph Smith, George 'Williams, and George Cordell. 

The court further fiud and report, that William Wainwright, 

William 'Vorthington, and James Parker, the last of whom was 

born at Salem, Massachussets, were claimed by the enemy 

as British subjects, and sent on board of the enemy's shipil 
of war. 

This court respectfully beg leave to superadd, that unbiassed 

by any illiberal feclings toward the enemy, they feel it their 
duty to state, that the conduct of the enemy after boarding 

and carryin~ the Chesapeake, was a most unwarrantable abuse 
of power after success. 

The court is aware that, in carrying a ship by hoarding, the 

full extent of the command of an officer cannot be readily 

exercised; and that improper violence may unavoidably ensue. 

When this happens in the moment of contention, a magnani. 

mous conquered foe will not complain. But the fact has been 

clearly established before this court, that the enemy met with 

little opposition on the upper deck, and none on the gun-deck. 
Yet after they had carried the ship, they fired from the gun-deck 
down the'hatchway upon the berth_dcck,and killed and wounded 

several of the Chesapeake's crew, who had retreated there, 

were unarmed and incapable of making any opposition: that 

!Ome balls were fired even into the cockpit; amI what excites 

the utmost abhorrence, this outrage was committed in the 

presence of a British officer standing on the batcll\\'ay. 
W. BAINBRIDGE, President. 

No. 41. 

From lYlr. Croker to Admiral T,Varren. 
Admiralty-office, 9th July, 1813. 

SIR, 
I have had the pleasure of receiving and communicating to my 

lords commissioners of the admiralty, a letter from Captain 
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the Hon. B. Capel, of H. M. S. la Hogue, enclosing a copy 

of his letter to you, and of that of Captain Broke to him, 

announcing the capture, in 15 minutes, of the U. S. frigate 

Chesapeake, of 49 guns, and 440 men, by H. M. S. Shannon. 

My IQrds have before had occasion to observe, with great 

approbation, the zeal, judgmeut, and activity, which have 

characterized Captain Broke's proceedings since the com. 

mencement of the war; and they now receive, with the highest 

satisfaction, a proof of professional skill and gallantry in 

battle, which has seldom been equalled, and certainly never 

surpassed; and the decision, celerity, and effect, with which 

the force of H. M. S. was directed against the ~nemy, mark 

ho less the personal bravery of the officers, seamen, and rna. 

rines, than the high discipline and practice in arms, to which 

the ship's company mnst have been sedulously and successfully 

trained. 

My lords, to mark their sense of this action, have been 

pleased to direct a medal to be presented to Captain Broke; 

I,ieutenants "Vallis and Falkiner, who, in consequence of the 

wound of Captain Broke, and the death of the gallant first 

lieutenant, Watt, succeeded to the command of the Shannon 

and the prize, to be promoted to the rank of commanders; 

and Messrs. Etongh and Smith to that of lieutenants; and 

my lords will be glad to attend to the recommendation of Cap. 

tain Broke, in favor of the petty.officers and men who may 

have particularly distinguished themselves. 

You will convey to Captain Broke, his officers and ship's 

company, these sentiments of their lordships, with an expres. 

sion of their satisfaction at hearing that the captain's wound 

is not likely long to deprive his country of his valuabl(j 

services. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

J. W. CROKER. 
To Admiral W arr~n. 
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No. 42. 

From Captain Maples to Admiral Thornborough. 

H. M. B. Pelican, St. David'sHead, E. 5 leagues, 

SIR, August 14, 1813. 

I have the honor to inform you, that in obedience to your 

orders to me of the 1 'Lth instant, to cfuize in St. George's 

Channel, for the protection of the trade, and to obtain infor

illation of the American sloop of war, I had the good fortune 

, to board a brig, the master of which informed me that he had 

Bcen a vessel, apparen!1y a man of war, steering to the N.F> 

At 4 this morning I saw a vessel on fire, and a brig stanJin~ 

from her, which I soon made out to be a cruizer; made all 

sail in chase, and at half-past 5 came alongside of her, (sll(! 

having shortened sail, and made herself clear for an obstinate 

resistance,) whrn, after giving her three cheers, our action 

commenced, which was kept up with great spirit on both sides 

43 minutes, when we lay her alongside, and were in the act of 

boarding, when she struck her colours. She proves to be the 

U. S. sloop of war Argus, of 360 tOilS, 18 24-pOUlld earro

nudes, and two long 12-pOllllders; had on board, when she 

sailed from America, (two months since,) a complement of 

149 men, bllt in the action 127; commanded hy Lieutenant. 

commandant VV. H. Allen, who, I regret to say, was wounded 

early in the action, and has since suffered amputation of his 

left thigh. 
No eulogium I could use would do sufficient justice to the 

merits of Illy gallant otTIcers and crew, VI' hich consistell uf 116 ; 

the cool cour~ge they displayed, and the precisiun of their 

flre, j30uld only be equalled by their zeal to distinguish them. 

selves; but I mnst beg leave to call your attention to the COll

duct of my first lieutenant, Thomas l,Vtbh; of Mr. W. Glan. 

ville, acting master; Mr. 'V. Ingram) the pur,el', who volun-

f 
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teered his servi<;:cs on ueek; and Mr. Richard Scott, thc 

boatswain. 
Our loss, I am happy to say, is small: one master's mate, 

1\lr. vVilliam Young, slain in the mOIDen t of victory, while 

animating by his courage and example all around him; and 

one able seaman, John Kitery; besilles five seamen wounded, 

wIlt) are doing \\"ell. That of the enemy I have not been able 

to ascertain, but it is considerable; her officers say, about 40 

killed and wouuded. 
I have the honor to he, &e. 

J. F. MAPLES, Commander. 

Admiral Thornborough, &c. &c. 

No. 43. 

Fronz Lieutenant lVatson to the American secretary of the 
navy. 

Norfolk, March 2, 1815. 
SJ R, 

Circumstances, during my residence in Englanll, having 

heretofore prevented my attention to the painful duty which 

devolved on mc by the death of my gallant commander, Cap. 

tain W. H. Allen, of the late U. S. brig Argus, I have now 

the honor to state for your information, that, having landed 

the minister plenipotentiary (Mr. Crawford) and suite at 

l'Orient, we proceeded on the cruize which had been directed 

by the department, and after capturing 20 ,'csseIs, (a list of 

the names, and other particulars, of which, I have the honor 
to cllclost',) being ill latitude 52° 15' N. longitude 5° 50' W. 

on the 14th of Angust, 1813, we discovcred, at 4 o'clock 

A.M. a large brig of war, standing down under a press of 

,ail upon our weather-quarter, the wind being at sonth, atid 

the Argus c1ose.hanled on the starboard.tack. 'Ve immedi. 

ately prepared to receive her, and at 4. 30. being unable to 
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get the ,weather. gage, we shortened sail, and gave her an op~ 

portunity of closing. At 6, the brig having displayed Eng_ 

lish colonrs, we hoisted our flag, wore round, and gave her 

the larboard broadside, (being at this time within grape.dis~ 

tance,) which was returned, and the action commenced within 

the range of musketry. At 6. 4. Captain Allen was wounded, 

and the enemy shot away our main.braces, main.spring-stay, 

gaff and try-sail Dust. At 6. S. Captain Allen, being much 

exhausted by the loss of blood, was taken below. At 6. 12. 

lost ollr sprit-sail_yanl, and the principal part of the standing

rigging on the larboard-side of the fore-mast. At this time I 
received a wound on the head from a grape.shot, which, for a 

time, rendered me incapable of attending to duty, and was 

carried below. I had, however, the satisfaction of recol

lecting, on my recovery, that nothing which the most gallant 

exertions could effect would be left undone by Lients.nant W. 

H. Allen, junior, who succeeded to the command of the 

deck. 
Lieutenant Allen reports, at 6. 14. the enemy, being on obr 

weather-quarter, edged off for the purpose of getting under 

our stern, but the Argns luffed close to with the main_top_sail 

a-back; amI, giving him a raking broadside, frustrated his at
tempt. At 6. 18. the enemy slIot away our preventer main

braces and main-top-sail-tye; and the Argns, having lost the 

use of lIer after-sails, fell off before the wind, wlIen the enemy 

succeeded in passing our stern, and ranged up on the starboard 

side. At 6. 25. the wheel-ropes and running-rigging of every 

description being SJlOt away, the Argus became unmanage

able; and the enemy, lIot having sustained any apparent da. 

mage, had it completely in his power to _choos~ a position, 

and continued to play upon our starboard-quarter, occasion

ally shifting his situation, until 6. 30. when I returned to the 

deck, the enemy bcing under our stern, within pistol-shot, 

where he continued to rake us uotil 6. 38. when we prepared 

f 2 
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to board, but, in consequence of our shattered condition" 

were unable to effect it. The enemy then passed our broad. 

side, and took a position on our starboard-bow. From thi§ 

time until 6. 47. we were exposed to a cross or raking fire, 

without being able to oppose but little more than musketry to 

the broadside of the enemy, our guns being much disabled, and 

seldom brought to bear. 

The Argus having now suffered much in llllll and rigging, as 

also in killed and wounded, among the former of whom, (ex. 

clusive of our gallant captain,) we have to lament the loss of 

two meritorious young officers, in Midshipmen Delphy and 

Edwards; and b-eing exposed to a galling fire, which, from 

the enemy's ability to manage his vessel, we could not avoid, I 
deemed it necessary to surrender, and was taken possession of 

by H. B. lVl. sloop Pelican, of 21 carriage-guns; viz.-l0 

32-pound carronades, four long 6s, and one 12-pound car. 

ronade. I hope this measure will meet your approbation, and 

that the result of this action, when the superior size and metal 

of our opponent, and the fatigue which the crew, &c. of the 

Argus underwent, from a very rapid succession of captures is 

considered, will not be thought unworthy of the flag under 

which we serve. 

I have the honor to inclose a list of killed and wounded, 

lI.nd feel great satisfaction in reporting the general good con. 

duct of the men and officers engaged on this occasion, and 

particularly the zeal and activity displayed by Lieutenant Allen, 

wh(l, yon will observe, for a time commanded on deck. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

W. H. WATSON, late first lieutenant 

U. S. brig Argus. 
Hon. R Crowninshicld, secretary of the navy. 

[Here follows the names of 6 killed; 5 mortally, ana 12 

utvere!y (md slightly wounded. ] 
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No. 44. 

Court of inquiry on the loss of the Argus. 

The court, in pursuance of the authority by which they 

'Were convened, having carefully examined into the causes of 

the loss by capture of the U. S. sloop of war Argus, ·under 

.the command of the late 'Y. H. Allen, master-commandant in 

the navy of the U. S.; and also into the condnct of the offi. 

cers and crew of the said sloop of war, before and after her 

.surrender to the enemy's ship Pelican, and having maturely 

.deliberated upon all the testimony, they find the following 

facts :-

First: it is proved that in the number of her crew, and ill 

the number aud calibre of her guns, the Pelican was decidedly 

!uperior to the Argus. 

Secondly: they find that the crew of the Argus was very 

much exhausted by the continued and extraordinary fatigue 

and exposure to which they had been subjected for several 

weeks, and particularly for 24 hours immediately preceding 

the action. 
Thirdly: they find that every officer and man of tIle Argus, 

(with the exception of one man, Jacoh Allister, and one boy, 

.1Ienderiek,) made nse of every practicable exertion to captura 

the British sloop of war Pelican. 
They are therefore of opinion, that every officer and man, 

with the exception before-mentioned, displayed thoughout the 

engagement a zeal, activity, and spirit, in defence of the vessel 

and flag committed to their protection, which entitles them to 

the undiminished confidence and respect of their govern. 

ment amI fellow-citizens, and do therefore honorably acquit 

.them. 
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No. 45. 

From Lieutenant M'Cull to Commodore Hull. 

U. S. brig Enterprise, Portland, 

SIR, September 7, 1813. 

In consequence of the unfortunate death of Lieutenant 

William Burrows, late commander of this vessel, it devolves 

on me to acquaint you with the result of the cruize. After 

sailing from Portsmouth on the 1st instant, we steered to the 

eastward, and on the morning of the 3d, off Wood islanll, 

discovered a schooner, which we chased into this harbour, 

where we anchored. On the morning of the 4th weighed an

chor, and swept out, and continued our course to -the east_ 

ward. Having received information of several privateers 

being off Manhagan, we stood for that place, and on the fol. 

lowing morning, in the bay near Penguin point, discovered· a 

brig getting under way, which appeared to be a vessel of war, 

and to which we immediately gave chase. She fired several 

guns, and stood for liS, having four ensigns hoisted. After 

reconnoitering and discovering her force, and the nation to 

which she belonged, we hauled upon a wind to stand out of 

the bay, and at 3 o'clock shortened sail, tacked to run down, 

with an intention to bring her to close action. At 20 minutes 

after 3 P.M. when within half pistol-shot, the firing com· 

menced from both, and after being warmly kept up, and with 

some manccuvering, the enemy hailed, and said they had sur· 

rendered, at 4 P.M. ; their colours, being nailed to the masts, 
could not be hauled down. She proved to be H. B. 1\'1.'s brig 

Boxer, of 14 guns, Samuel Blythe, Esq. commander, who 

fell in the early part of the engagement, having received a 

cannon-shot through the body; and I am sorry to add that 

Lieutenant Burrows, who had gallantly led us into action, 

fell also about the same time by a musket. ball, which tcrmi. 

nated his existence in eight hours. 
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The Enterprise suffered much in spars and rigging; and (he 

Boxer in spars, rigging, and hull, having many shots between 
wind and water. 

It would be doing injustice to the merit of l\'lr. Tillinghast, 

second lieutenant, were I not to mention the able assistance I 

received from him during the remainder of the engagement, by 

his strict attention to his own division, and other departments; 

and of the officers and crew generally, I am happy to add, 

their cool and determined conduct have my warmest approba

tion and applause. 

As no muster-roll, that can be fully relied on, has come 

into my possession, I cannot exactly state the number of killed 

and wounded on board the Boxer; but from information re. 

ceived from the officers of that vessel, it appears there were 

between 20 and 25 killed, and 14 wonnded. Enclosed is a 

list of the killed and wounded on board the Enterprise. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 

EDVY ARD R. lVI'CALL, senior officer. 

Isaac Hull, Esq. commanding naval-oiuccr 

on the eastern station. 

List of killed and zoounded on board the U. S. brig Enter

prise, .5;'c. 

Killed-l ordinary seaman. 
Wounded- \Villiam Burrows, Esq. commander, since dead; 

Kervin \Vaters, midshipman, mortally,. 1 carpenter's mate, 

since dead,. 2 quarter.masters, 1 boatswain's-Illatc, 5 seamen, 

all(i 1 marine. 

No. 46. 

Sentence of the court-martial on the survLVzng officers and 

crew of the Bo:rer. 

The conrt proceeded to inquire into all the particulars at

tendillg the capture of H. M.'s brig Boxer by the enemy, and 
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to try Lieutenant David M'Crery, her snrviving officers and 

company, for the same; and haYing heard tieutenant 

M'Crcry's oFficial letter and narrative of the action, and 

strictly examined the sald lieutenant, and the snrviving officers 

and company, produced to the court, and carefully investi. 

gated allihe particulars attending the capture of II. M.'s brig 

Boxer, by the U. S. vessel of wJ.r Enterprise; and having 

wry maturcly and deliberately weighed and considered the 

'whole and every part thereof, the court is of opinion that the 

capture of H. IvI. brig Boxer, by the U. S. vessel of war 

Enterprise, is to be attributed to a superiority in the enemy's 

force, principally in the number of men, as well as to a greater 

degree of skill in the direction of her fire, and the destructive 

effects of her first broadside. 

The court is also of opinion, that the surviving officers and 

campany (with the exception hereinafter made) appear to have 

done their utmost to capture the enemy's vessel, and to defend 

H. lVI. hrig Boxer; and to have condncted themselves with 

courage, and a determination not to surrender while any pros

pect of success rcm:tincd; and the court will therefore adjudge 

Lieu/enont M'Crery, the surviving officers and company, to 

be acquitted, with the exception of Mr. Hugh James, quarter

master, doing duty as master's-matc, John Dod, Jamcs Jack

son, and \Villiam Slattery, seamen; who have not appeared 

before the court, and have been stated to have descrted their 

quarters during the action; and through cowardice, negli

gence, or disaffection, to lnve withdrawn themselves from their 

(luty in the engagement; and the said Lieutcnant M'Crery, 

the surviving officers and company, are hereby acquitted ac. 

cordingly, with the exception of the said Mr. Hugh James, 

John Dodo, James Jackson, and William Slattery. 
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No. 47. 

Vote of congress. 

The congress of the United States presented to the nearest 

male relative of Lieutenant 'William Burrows, and to Lieu. 

tenant IvI'Call of the brig Enterprise, a gold medal, with 
suitable emhlems and devices; and a silver medOlI to each of 

the commissioned officers, in hunor of their gallantry and good 
conduct in the conflict with the Boxer. 

N.o.48. 

From Sir James Yeo to 1.1'11'. Croker. 

II:l\1.S. Wolfe, Kingston, Upper Canada, 

SIR, 29th June, 1813. 

I have the honor to inform you, for the information of the 

lords commissioners of the admiralty, that on the 3d instant, 

I sailed with his majesty's squadron under my command from 

this port, to co-operate with our army at the head of tbe 

Jake, and annoy the enemy by intercepting all supplies going 

to tbe enemy, and tbereby oblige his squadron to come out for 

ilsprotection. 

At daylight on the 8th, the enemy's camp was discovered 

close to us at Forty-mile creek. It being calm, the large vessels 

could not get in, but tbe Beresford, Captain Spilsbury, the 

Sir Sidney Smith, Lieutenant Majoribanks, and the gun-boats 

und('r the orders of Lieutenant Anthony, (first of this ship,) 

succeeded in getting close under the enemy's batteries, and by 

a .sharp and well.directed fire, soon obliged him to make a 

precipitate retreat, leaving all his camp equipage, provisions, 

stores, &c. behind, which fell into our hands. 'fhe Beresford 

also captured' all his batteaux, laden with stores, &c. Our 

troops immediately occupied the post. I then proceeded 

along to the westward of tbe enemy's camp, lcal'ing Ollr army 
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ill front. On the 13th we captured two schooners and some 

boats, going to the enemy with supplies; by them I received 

information that there was a depot of provisions at Gencssec 

river. I accordingly proceeded off that river, landed some 

seamen and marines of the squadron, and brought off all the 

proyisions found in the government stores; as also a sloop 

laden with grain for the army. On the 19th I anchored off 

the Great Sodas, landed a party of the 1st regiment royal 

Scots, and took off 600 barrels of flour and pork, which had 

arrived there for their army. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

J. L. YEO, commodore. 

No. 49. 

From Sir James Yeo to Admiral War'ren. 

H.M.S. Wolfe, on Lake Ontario, 

SIR, August 10, 1813. 

I have the honor to inform you, that the enemy's squadron 

was discovered at anchor off Fort Niagara, on the morning of 

the Bth instant, consisting of 13 sail; that of his majesty of 

6. They immediately weighed, and stood out in a line of 

battle; bJl.t on our approaching ncarly within gun-shot, they 

!ired their broadsides, wore, and stood under their batteries. 

Light airs and calms prevented me from closing with them 

again, until this night, when having a fine breeze, we stood 

for them. 

At 11, we came within gun-shot of their line of schooners, 

which opened a heavy fire, their ships keeping off the wind 

to prevent our closing. At half.past 12, this ship came 

within gUll-shot of the Pike and l\1adison, when they imme

diately bore up, fired their stern_chase guns, and made sail for 

Niagara, leaving two of their schooners a.stern, which we 
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captured, the Growler and Julia, each mounting one long 32, 
and one long 12, and 40 men. 

From information obtained from the prisoners, I hear that 

their new ship, the General Pike, mounts 28 long 24-poun. 

ders, and has 400 men; and that all their scho.oners mount 
from 2 to 4 long 32-pounders. 

The enemy have disappeared; I therefore suppose they 
have gone to Sackett's harbour to refit. 

I am happy to add that (except in the sails and rigging) his 

majesty's squadron have not sustained any injury, and have 
the honor to be,&c. 

J. L. YEO, commodore. 
The Right Hon. Sir J. B. Warren, Bart. 

Halifax. 

No. 50. 

From Commmodore Chauncey to the American secretary of 
the navy. 

U. S. ship General Pike, at Sackett's harbour, 
Sm, 13th August, 1813. 

I arrived here this day with these ships,the Madison, 

Oneida, Governor Tomkins, Conquest, Ontario, Pert, and 
Lady of the Lal{e: the Fair American and Asp I left at Nia. 

·gara. Since I had the honor of addressing you last, I have 

been much distressed and mortified; distressed at the loss of 

apart of the force en trussed to my command, and mortified 

at not having been able to bring the enemy to action. The 

following movements and transactions of the squadron since 

the 6th instant, will give you the best idea of the difficulties 

and mortifications that I have had to encounter. 

On the 7th at day-light, the enemy's fleet, consisting of two 

ships, two brigs, and two large schooners, were lIiscovered 

bearing W.N. W. distant about 5 or 6 miles, wind at west. 

At 5, weighed with the fleet, and manrevred to gain the wind, 
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At 0, having passed to.leeward .of the enemy's line, and 

abreast'of his van.ship, (the Wolfe,) hoisted our colonrs, and 

fired a few guns to ascertain whether we could reach him with 

our shot. Finding they fell short, I wore, and hauled upon 

a wind on the larboard.tack; the rear of our schooners then 

about 6 miles astern. The enemy wore in succession, and 

hauled upon a wind on the same taek: he tacked and made all 

mil to the northward. As soon as our rear vessels could fetch 

his wake, tacked and made all sail in chase. In the afternoon the 

wind became very light, and, towards night, quite calm. The 

schooners used their sweeps all the afternoon in order to close 

with the enemy, but without success. Late in the afternoon 

I made the signal of recal, and formed in close order. Wind 

during the night from the westward, and, after midnight, 

squally. Kept all hands at quarters and beat to. windward, in 
hopes to gain the wind of the enemy. At 2, A;lVI. missed 

two of ollr schooners. At day. light, discovered the missing 

schooners to be the Hamilton and Scourge. Soon after, spoke 

the Governor Tomkins, who informed me, that the Hamilton 

and Scourge both overset and sunk, in a heavy squall about 

2 o'clock; and, distressing to relate, every soul perished, 

except sixteen. This fatal accident deprived me at once of 

the services of two valnable officers, Lieutenant Winter, and 

Sailing-master Ogwood; and two of my best schooners, 

mounting together 19 gUlls. This accident giving to the 

enemy decidedly the superiority, I thought he would take 
advantage of it, particularly ali, by a change of wind, he was 

agaiu brought dead to-windward of me. Formed the line 

npon the larboard.tack, and hove to. Soon after 6, A. M. 

the enemy bore up, and set studding_sails, apparently with an 

intention to bring us to action. When he had approached us 

within about 4 miles, he brought to on the starboard.tack; 

I wore, and brought to on the same tack. Finding that the 

enemy had no intention of bringing us to action, I edged away 

to gain the land, in order to have the advantage of the land. 

breeze in the afternoon. It soon after fell calm, and l 



APPENDIX. lxxyii 

directed the schooner to sweep up and engage the enemy. 

About noon we got a light breeze from the eastward. I took 

the Oneida in tow, as she sails badly: our schooners was within 

If or 2 miles of his rear; the wind shifted to the westward, 

which again brought him to windward. As soan as the breeze 

struck him he bore up for the schooners, in order to cut them 

,off before they could rejoin me; but, with their sweeps, and th8 

breeze soon reached them also, they were soon in their station. 

The enemy finding himself foiled in his attempt upon ,the 

schooners, hauled his wind and have to. It soon after became 

very squally, and the appearance of its continuing so during 

the night; and as we had been at quarters for neady 40 hours, 

and being apprehensive of separating from some of the heavy

sailing schooners in the squall, induced me to run in towardiJ 

Niagara, and anchor outside the bar. General Boyd very 

handsomely offered any assistance in men that I might require. 

lreceived 150 soldiers, and distributed them in the different 

vessels, to assist in boarding, or repelling boarders, as circum. 

stances might require. It blew very heavy in squalIs during 

the night. Soon after day-light discovered the enemy's fleet 

bearing north; weighed and stood after him. The wind soon 

became light and variable, and before 12 o'clock quite calm. 

At 5, fresh breezes from north, the enemy's fleet bearing 

north, distant abou t 4 or 5 leagues. vYore the fleet in suc. 

cession, and hauled upon a wind on the larboard-tack; at 

sun-down, the enemy bore N.\V. by N. on the starboard. 
tack. The wind hauling to the westward, I stood to the 

northward all night, in order to gain the north.shore; at day_ 

light, tacked to the westward, the wind having changed to 

N.N.vV. Soon after, discovered the enemy's fleet bearing 

S. W. I took the Asp, and the lVIadilion the Fair American, 

in tow, and made all sail in chase. It was at this time we 

thought of realizing what we had been so long toiling for; 

but before 12 o'clock the wind changed to W.S. W. whick 

ilponght the enemy to. windward: tacked to the northwarrL 
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At 3, the wind inclining to the northward, wore to the south. 

ward and westward, and made the signal for the fieet to make 

all sail. At 4, the enemy bore S.S.VV. bore up, and steered 

for him. At 5, observed the enemy becalmed under the land, 

nearing him very fast, with a fine bl'eeze from N.N.W. At 

6, formed the order of battle, within ahout 4 miles of the enemy. 

The wind at this time very light. At 7, the wiud changed to 

S.VV. and a fresh breeze, which again placed the enemy to. 

windward of me. Taeked and hauled upon the wind on the 

larboard.tack uuder easy sail, the enemy standing after us. 

At 9, when within ahout two gun.shot of our rear, he wore to 

the southward. I stood on to the northward under easy sail; 

the fleet formed in two lines, a part of the schooners forming 

the weather.line, with orders to comm~nce the fire upon the 
enemy as soon as their shot would take effect; and as the 

enemy reached them to edge down upon the line to.leeward 

and pass through the iutervals, and form to.leeward. At 

about half.past 10, the eneDlY tacked and stood after us. At 

11, the rear of our line opened his fire upon the enemy. In 
about 15 minutes the fire became general from the weather. 

line, which was returned by the enemy. At half. past 

11, the weather.line bore up and passed to.leeward, except 

the Growler and Julia, which soon after tacked to the south. 

ward, which brought the enemy between them and me. Filled 

the main-top.sail, and edged away two points, to lead the 

I;nemy down, not only to engage him ta more advantage, but 

to lead him from the Growler and Julia. He, however, kept 

his wind, until he completely separated those two vessels from 
the rest of the squadron; exchanged a few shot with this ship 

as he pas:;ed without injury to liS, and made sail after onr two 

schooners: tacked, and swod after him. At 12 (midnight) 

finding that I must either separate from the rest of tho 

squadron, or relinquish the hope of saving the two which had 

separated, I reluctantly gave up the pursuit, rejoined the squa. 

dron then to leeward, and formed the line on the starboard.tack. 
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, The firing was contillued l)etween our two schooners and 

the enemy's fleet until about 1 A.M. when, I presume, they 
were obliged to sUl'rellder to a force so much their superior. 

Saw nothing more of the enemy that night. Soon after day

light, discovered them close in with the north shore, with one 

of our schooners in tow, the other not to be seen. I presume 

she may have sunk. The enemy shewell no disposition to 

come down upon us, although to-windward, and blowing 

heavy from W. The schooners labouring "ery much, J or. 

dered two of the dullest to run into Niagara, and anchor. 

The gale encreasing very mucll, and as I could not go into 

Niagara with this ship, I determined to run to Genessee bay, 

as a shelter for the small vessels, anll with the expectation of 

being able to obtaill provisions for the squadron, as we were 

all ncarly out, the Madison and Oneida having not a single day's 

on board when we arrived opposite Genessee bay. I found 

there was every prospect of the gale'S continuing, and if it 

did, I could run to this place, and provision the whole squa

(lron with more certainty, and nearly in the same time that I 

could at Genessee, admitting that I could obtain provisions at 

that place. After bringing the breeze a~ far as Oswego, the 

wind became light, inclining to a calm, which had prolonged 

our passage to this bay. I shall provision the squadron for 

five weeks"and proceed lip the lake this evening; and when I 

return again, I hope to be able to commnnicate more agreea_ 

able news than this commnnicati{)n contains. The loss of the 

Grol\'l~l' and Julia, in the manner in which they have been 

lost, is mortifying in the extreme; and, although their com. 

inanders disobeyed my positive orders, I am willing to believe 

that it arose from an error of judgment, and excess of zeal, to 

do more than was required of them; thinking, probably, that 

the enemy intended to bring us to a general action, they 

thought, by gaining the wind of him, they would have it more 

in their power to annoy and injure him, than they could by 

forming to-leeward of our line. From what 1 have 'been able 
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to discover of the movements of the enemy, he bas no inten_ 

tion of engaging us, except he can get decidedly the advantage 

ef wind and weather, and as his vessels in squadron sail better 

than our squadron, he can always avoid an action; unless I 
can gain the wind, and have sufficient day-light to bring him 

to action before dark. His ohject is, evidently, to harrass us 

by night-attacks, by which means he thinks to cut off our 

.1jmall dull-sailing schooners 1n detail. Fortune has evideutly 

favored him thus far, and I hope that it will be my turo next; 

and, although inferior in point of force, I feel very confident 

of successs. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 
Hon. secretary of the navy. 

No. 51. 

From Sir James Yeo to Admiral lYarren. 

H. M.:s ship Wolfe, off the False Duck islands, 

Sm, on Lake Ontario, Sept. 12, 1813. 

I have the honor to acquaint you, that H. M.'s squadron 

under my command, bcing becalmed on Genessee river, on the 

11th instant, the enemy's fleet of 11 sail, having a partial 

wind, succeeded in getting within range of their long 24 and 

32-pounders; and from their having the wind of us, and the 

dull sailing of some of our squadron, I found it impossible to 

bring them to close action. VI' e remained in this mortifying 

situation five hours, having only six guns in all the squadron 

that would reach the enemy; (not a carronade being fired;) 

at sun-set a breeze sprang up from the westward, when I 
steered for the .False Duck islands, under which the enemy 

could not keep the weather-gage, but be obliged to meet us 011 

equal terms. This, however, he carefuIly avoided. 
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Although I have to regret the loss of Mr. Wimam Ellery, 

midshipman, and three seamen killed, and seven wounded, I 

cannot but conceive it fortunate that none of the squadron 

have received any material damage, \I"hieh must have been con. 

siderable, had the enemy acted with the least spirit, and taken 

advantage of the superiority of position thcly possessed. 

Iuclosed is a list of killctl and wounded. 

Killed 3; \\,oul1llcd 7. J. I,. YEO. 

No. {j;Z. 

From Commodore Chauncey to the American secretary of the 

navy. 

U. S. ship General Pike, off Duck island, 

SIR, September 13, 1813. 

On the 7th, at day-light, the enemy's fleet was discovered 

close in with Niagara river, wind from the southward. Made 

the signal, and weighed with the fleet, (prepared for action,) 

and stood out of the river after him: he immediately made all 

sail to the northward. 'Ve made sail in chase, with our heavy 

schooner in tow; and have continued the chase all round the 

lake, night and day, until yesterday morning, when 11e suc. 

ceeded in getting into Amherst bay; which is so little known 

to our pilots, and said to be full of shoals, that they are not 

willing to take me in there. I shall, however, (unless drivefl 

from my station lJY a gale of wind,) endeavour to watch him 

'so close, as to prevent his getting out upon the lake. 

During our long chase, we frequently got within one or two 

miles of the enemy; but our heavy_sailing schooners prevented 

our closing with him until the 11 (h, off Gcnnessee river. \Ve 

carried a breeze \lith us, while he lay hecalmed, to within 

three-quarlers of a mile of him, when he took the breeze, and 

we had a running fight 3f hours, but by his su Ferior sailing 

g 
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he escaped me, and run into Amherst bay yesterday 

morning. 
In the course of our chase on the 11 th, I got several broad. 

sides from this ship upon the enemy, which must have done 

him considerable injury, as many of the shot were seen to 

5trike him, and people were observed over the sides plngging 

shot_holes. A few shot struck our huil, and a little rigging 

was cut, but nothing of importance. Not a man was hurt. 

I was much disappointed that Sir James refused to fight me, 

as he was so much superior in point of force, both in guns and 

men, having upwards of 20 guns marc than we have, and 

heaves a greater weight of shot. 

This ship, the Madison, and the Sylph, have each a schooner 

constantly in tow, yet the others cannot sail as fast as the 

enemy's squadron; which'gives him decidedly the advantage, 

and puts it in his power to engage me when and how he 
G:huses. 

I have the houor to be, &c. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 
Han. 'William Jones, secretary of the navy. 

No. 53. 

From Sir James Yeo to Sir George Prevost. 

H. M.'s ship Wolf, at Kingston, 

SIR, November 15, 1813. 

I yesterday received Captain B:uc\ay's official statement of 

the ill-fated action on Lake Erie; and as your excellency must 

wish to be informed of every particular, I have the honor to 

enclose a copy of the same. It appears to me, that though 

his majesty's squadron were very deficient in seamen, weight 

of metal, and particularly long guns, yet the greater misfor

tune was the los~ of every officer, particularly Captain Finnis, 
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whose life, had it been spared, would, in my opinion, have 
saved the squadron. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES L. YEO, Commodore. 
His Excellency Sir George Prevost, Bart. 

governor and general-in_chief. 

No. 54. 

From Captain Barclay to Sir James Yeo. 

H. lVI.'s late ship Detroit, Put.in bay, 

SIR, Lalle Erie, Sept. 12, 1813. 

The last letter I had the honor of writing to you, da~ed the 

6th instant, I informed you, that unless certain intimation was 

received of more seamen being on their way to Amherstburg, 

I should be obliged to sail with the squadron, deplorably 

manned as it was, to fight the enemy, (who blockaded the 

port,) to enable us to get su pplies of provisions and stores of 

every description. So perfectly destitute of provi,sions was 

the port, that there was not a day's flour in store, and the 

crews of the oquadron under my command were on half al. 

lowauce of many things, and when that was done there was 

~no more. Such were the motives which induced Major-general 

Proctor, (whom by your instructions I was directed to con~ 

suIt, and whose wishes I was enjoined to execute, as far as 

related to the good of the country,) to concur in the necesQ 

sity of a battle being risked, under the many disadvantagea 

which I laboured; and it now remains to me, the most melan= 

choly task, to relate to you the unfortunate issue of the battle, 

as well as the many untoward circumstances that led to that 

event. 
No Intelligence of seamen having arrived, I sailed on the 

9th instant, fully expecting to meet the enemy next morning, 

a,s they had been seen among the islands; nor was I mistaken, 

g2 
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Soon after day-light they were seen in motion in Put-in bayj 

the wind then south-west, and light, giving us the weather

gage. I hore up for them, ill hopes of bringing them to action 

among the islands, but that intention was soon frustrated by 

the wind suddenly shifting to the south-west, which brought 

the enemy directly to-windward. 

The line was formed according to a given plan, so that each 

~hip mi2:ht be supported against the superior force of the two 

brigs opposed to them. About 10, the enemy clearetl the 

islands, and immediately bore up, under sail, in a line a-breast, 

each hrig being also supported by the small vessels. At a 

quarter before 12, I commenced the action, by firing a few 

long guns; about a quarter past, the American commodore, 

also supported by two schooners, one carrying four Iong 

12-poul1(lers, the oUlrr a long 3~ and 24-poundcr, came to 

close action with the Detroit; the other brig; of the enemy, 

apparently destined to engage the Queen Charlotte, sUJlJlorted 

in like manner by two schooners, kept so far to_windward as 

to render the Queen Charlotte's 2 cl-pounder earronades use

less, while she was, with the Lady Prcvost, exposed to the 

heavy anddestrllctive fire of the Caledonian, and four other 

schooners, armed with long and heavy guns, like those I have 

already described. 

Too soon, alas! was I depriTed of the service of the noble 

and intrepid Captain Finnis, who, soon after the commence

ment of the action, fell; and with him fell my greatest sup

port. Soon after Lientenant S~okes, of the Queen Charlotte, 

was struck senseless by a splinter, which deprived the country 

of his services at this very critical period. 

As I perceived the Detroit had enough to conteOl] with, 

without the prospect of a fresh brig, Prol'incLll_lieutenant 

lrl'ine, who then hall charge of the Queen Charlotte, behaved 

with great coura:;c; bllt his expc'fience lIas much too limited 

to :,upply the place of1such an olTicer as Capfa:n Finl1is, hence 

~he pro.ed of far less assistance than I expected. 
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The action conlinued with great fnry lllltil half_past 2, when 

I perceived my opponent drop a-stern, ami a boat passing 

from him to the Niagara; (which ves,el \ras at this limc per

fectly fresh;) the American commodore, seeing that as yet ti,e 

day was against him, (his vessel having struck soon after he 

left herJ and also the very dcfencdcss slate of the Detroit, 

which ship was now a perfe,ct wreck, principally from the 

raking fire of the gun-boats, and also that the Queen Char

lotte was in such a situation that I could receive very litlle 

assistance from her, and thc Lady Prevost being at this time 

too far to-leeward, from her rudder being injured, made a 

noble, and, alas! too successful an drort to regain it, for he 

bore up, and, supported by his small ressels, passed within 

pistol-shot, and took a raking position on on r bow; nor could 

I prevent it, tis the unfortunate situation of the Queen Char. 

lotte prevented us from wearing. In attempting it \\'0 fell Oll 

boanl her. lVly gallant First.lieutenantCarland lI'asnow mor~ 

tally wounded j and myself severely, that I was obliged to quit 

th.e deck. l\Ianned as the sljuadron was, with not more than 

5.0 British seamen, the rest a mixed c.rew of GalHuians and 

soldiers, and who were totally unacquainted with such service, 

rendered the loss of officers more sensibly fel t, and never in 

any action was the loss more severe: every omeer commanding 

vessels, and their seconds, were either killed, or wounded so 

severely, as to be unable to keep the deck. 

Lieutenant Bnchan, in the Lady Prevost, behaved most 

nobly, and did every thing that a brave and experienced officer 

could do, in a vessel armed with 12-polllld carronades, against 

vessels carrying long gUlls. I regret to state that he was se

verely wounded. Lieutenant Dignal, of the DOl'er, command. 

ing the Hunter, displayed the greatest intrepidity; but his 

gUJls being small, (2, 4, and v,poullders,) he could be of 

much less service thall he wished. 

Every officer in the DetrDit behaved in the most exemplary 

manner. Lieutellant Inglis siJewcd sllch calm illtrepidity, [hat 
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I was fully convinced that, on leaving the deck, I left the ship 
in excellent hauds; and for an account of the battle after that, 

I refer yon to his letter, which he wrote me for your iuforu 

mation. 
Mr. Hoffmeister, purser of the Detroit, nobly volunteered 

his services on deck, and behaved in a manner that reflects the 

bighest honor on him. I regret to add, that he is very severely 

wounded in the knee. 

Provincial_lieutenant Purvis, and the military officers, Lieu. 

tenants Gordon, of the Royal Newfoundland Rangers, and 

O\Keefe, of the 41st regiment, behaved in a manner which 

excited my warmest admiration. The few British seamen I 

had behaved with their usual intrepidity; and, as long as I 

wa~ on deck, the troops behaved with a calmness and courage 

worthy of a more fortunate issue to their exertions. 

The weather-gage gave the enemy a prodigious advantage, 

as it enabled them not only to choose their position, but their 

distauce also, which they did in such a manner, as to prevent 

the carronades of the Queen Charlotte and Lady Prevost from 

having much effect; while their long guns did great execution, 

l)articularly against the Queen Charlotte. 

Captain Perry has behaved in a most humane and attentive 

manner, not only to myself and officers, Lut to all the 

wounued. 

I trust, that although unsllccessful, you will approve of the 

motives that induced me to sail nnder so many disadvantages, 

and that it may be hereafter proved that, under such circum. 

stances, the hOIlor of his majesty's flag has not been tar. 

nished. 

I enclose the list of killed and wounded. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. H. BAReLA Y, commander, 

and late senior officer. 
Sir James Lucas Yeo, &c. &c. 
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No. 55. 

From Lieutenant 111glis to Captain Barclay. 

Sm, 
H. M. late ship Detroit, Sept. 10, 1813. 

I have the honor to transmit yon an account of the termi. 

nation of the late unfortunate battle with the enemy's squadron. 

On coming on the quarter_deck, after your being wounded, 

the enemy's second brig, at that time on our weather-beam, 

shortly afterwards took a position on our weather-bow, to 

rake us; to prevent which, in attempting to wear, to get Ollr 

starboard-broadside to bear upon her, a number of the guns of 

the larboard-broadside being at this time disabled, fell on bo,!rd 

the Queen Charlotte, at this time running up to-leeward uf us. 

In this situation the two ships remained for some time. 

As soon as we got clear of her, I onlcred the Queen Char

lo(te to shoot a-head of us, if possihle, and attempted to back 

Ollr fore-top-sail, t~ get a_stern; but the ship lying completely 

unmanageable, every brace cut away, the mizen-tap-mast amI 

gaff down, all the other masts badly wounded, not a stay left 

forward, hull shattered very much, a number of the guns dis_ 

abled, and the enemy's squadron raking both ships, a-head 

and a-stern, none of our own in a situation to support us, I 

was under the pain Cui necessity of answering the enemy, to 

say we had struck, the Queen Charlotte having previously 

done so. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

To Captain Barclay. GEORGE INGLIS. 

A statement of the fm'ce of his majesty's squadron on Lake 

Erie, and that of lhe United States. 

His majesty's squadron. 

Detroit.-Two long 2'i-poundcrs, one long IS-pounder on 

pivot; six long 12- pounders, eight long g. pounders, one 24-

pound carronade, Qne lS-iJOund carronade. 
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Queen Charlotte.-Onc long 12.pounder, on pivot; two 

long 9_pounders, fourteen 24-pound carronades. 

L:ldy Prevost.-One long 9-pounder, on pivot; two long 

6_pounllcrs, ten 12-ponnd carronades. 

Hunter.-Four long 6-poulltlers, two long 4-pounders, two 

lo[]g 2-pounders, two 12-pound carronades. 

Little Belt.-One long 12-pounder, on pivot i two long 

6.pounders. 

Cbippeway.-;-One long 9_pounder, on pivot. 

United States' squadron. 

Lawrence.-Two long 12-pollnders, eighteen 32-pound 

carronaues . 

. Niagara.-Two long 12-poumlers, eighteen 32· pouud car

ronades. 

Caledonia.-Two long 24-poundcr8, one 32-pound carro

nade, all on pivots. 
ArieL-Four long 12. pounders, on pivots. 

SO[ClCrs.-One long 24-ponllder, one 32-pound carronaue, 

both on pivots. 
Porcupine.-One long 32-pounder, on pivot. 
Tigress.-One long 32-pounder, on pivot. 

S;corpion.-One long 32-pounder, one 24-pound carronadc, 

poth on pivots. 

Trippe.-One long 24-pounder, on pivot. 
R; H. BAReLA Y. 

A lisi of killed and wounded on board his majesty's ships and 

vessels in an action uith the American squadron on Lake 
Erie, c,c. 

Three officers, 38 men killed; nine officcn, 85 mell, 

woundell. 

Names of officers killed a,nd wounded. 

S. J. Garden, Royal Newfoundland Regiment, killed. 

Detroit. -Killed, First.lieutenant J. Garland.-Wounde4, 
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Captain R. H. Barclay, dangerojlsly; J. M. Hoffmeister, 
purser, dangerously. 

Queen Charlotte.-KilJed, Captain R. Finnis.-Wounded, 

First.lientenant James Stokoe, severely; James Foster, mid
shipman, slightly. 

Lady Prevost.-"'Wounded, Lieutenaut EdIVaI'd Buchan, 

commanding, dangerously; Fir~t-Iieutellant F. Roulette, se_ 
vcrely. 

Hunter.-vVounded, Lieutenant G. Bignell, commanding, 

scverely; Henry Gateshill, master's_mate; slightly. 

Chippeway.-vVoundcd, Master's-mate J. Campbell, com. 

manding, slightly. 

R. H. B. commander, and late senior officer. 

No. 56. 

From Commodore Perry fo the American secretary of the navy. 

U. S. brig Niagara, off the ·Western Sister, 

SIR, Lake Erie, September 10, W13. 

It has pleas eel the Almighty to give to the arms of the 

United States, a signal victory over their enemies on this lake. 

The Sritith squadron, consisting of two ships, two brigs, one 

schooner, and one sloop, have this moment surrendered to the 

force under my command, after a sharp conflict. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

O. H. PERRY. 
Hun. W. Jones, ~ecrdary of the navy. 

No. 57. 

From Commodore Perry to General Harrison. 

DEAR SIR, September 11, 1813. 

We have a great number of prisoners, which I wish to 

land: will you be so good as to order a guard to receil'e 
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them, and infurm me of the place? Considerable numbers 

have been killed and wounded on both sides. From the best 

information, we have more prisoners than we have men on 

board our vessels. 
In great haste, 

Your's very truly, 

O. H. PERRY. 
General Harrison. 

No. 58. 

From Commodore Perry to the American secretary of the navy. 

U. S, schooner Ariel, Put-in bay, 

SIR, September 13, 1813. 

In my last I informed you that we had captured the enemy'~ 

fleet on this lake. I have now the honor to give you the most 

important particulars of the action. On the morning of the 

lOth instant, at sun-rise, they were discovered from Put-in 

bay, where I lay at anchor with the squadron under my com

mand. vVe got under way, the wind light at S. "V. and stood 

for them. At 10 A.M. the wind hauled to S.E. and brought 

us to windward; formed the line, and bore up. At 15 mi

nutes before 12, the ene!ny commenced firing; at 5 minutes 

before 12 the action commenced on our part. Finding their 

fire very destmctive, owing to their long guns, and its being 

mo~tly directed at the Lawrence, I made sail, and directed the 

other vessels to follow, for the purpose of closing with the 

enemy. Every brace and bow-line being shot away, she be

came unmanageable, notwithstanding the great exertions of the 

sailing-master. In this situation she sustained the action up

wards of two hours, within canister-distance, until every gUll 

was rendered useless, and the greater part of her crew either 

killed or wounded. Finding she could no- longer annoy the 

enemy, I left her in charge of Lieutenant Yarnall, who, I was 

convinced, from the bravery already displayed by him, would 
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'do what would comport with the honor of the flag. At 

half-past 2, the wind springing up, Captain Elliott was 

enabled to bring his vessel, the Niagara, gallantly into close 

action. I immediately went on board of her, when he antici

pated my wish by volunteering to bring the schooners, which 

had been kept a-stern by the lightness of the wind, into close 

action. It was with unspeakable pain, that I saw, soon after 

I got on board the Niagara, the flag of the Lawrence come 

down, although I was perfectly sensible that she had been 

defended to the last, and that to have continued to make a 

shew of resistance, would have been a wanton sacrifice of her 

brave crew. But the enemy was not able to take possession 

of her, and circumstances soon permitted her flag again to be 
hoisted. 

At 45 minutes past 2, the signal was made for "close 

action." Tho Niagara being very little injured, I determined 

to pass through the enemy's line; bore up and passed a-head 

'of their two ships and a IJrig, giving a raking fire to them from 

the starboard-guns, and to a large schooner and sloop from the 

larboard-side at half-pistol-shot distance. The smaller vessels 

at this time having got within grape and canister-distance, 

under the direction of Captain Elliott, and keeping up a well. 

directed fire, the two ships, a brig and a schooner, surren. 

dc'\"ed, a schooner and sloop making a vain attempt to escape. 

Those officers and men who were immediately under my 

'observation evinced the greatest gallantry, and I have no doubt 

that all others conducted themselves as became American offi. 

cers and seamen. Lieutenant Yarnall, first of the I,ui>vrence, 

although several times wounded, refused to quit the deck. 

Midshipman Forrest, (doing duty as a lieutenant) and sailing

master Tailor, were of great assistance to me. I have great 

pain in stating to you the death of Lieutenant Brooks of the 

marines. and Midshipman Lamb, both of the Lawrence, amI 

Midshipman John Clarke of the Scorpion: they were valu. 

able and promising officers. Mr. Hambleton, purser, who 
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volunteered his services on deck, was severely wounded late 

ill the action. Midshipman Claxton and Swartevant of the 

Lawrence, were severely wounded. On board of the Niagara, 

Lieutenants Smith and Edwards, and Midshipman IVebster, 

(doing duly as sailing.master,) behaved in a very handsome 

manner. Captain Bl'eevoort, of the army, TV ho acted as a 

volunteer in the capacity of a marine eflicer on board that 

vessel, is an excellent and brave officer, and with his musl\etry 

did great execution. Lieutenant TllrncT, commanding the 

C~kdoilia, brought that vessel into adion in the most able 

manner, and is all OCl"Sf that in all situ<:lions may be relied 

on. The Aj'iel, Lieutenant Packet, and ~';corpion, Sailing. 

master Cham piaiIl, were enabied to g(·t early in to action, and 

were of great service.'" Captain J',lliott speaks in the Ilighest 

terms of 1\.1[. j\1agrath, purser, ':, ho had been dispatched in a 

boat on service previous to my getting 0[1 board the Niagara; 

and, being a seaman, slIlce the action has renuered essential ser. 

vice, in taking charge of one of the prizes. Of Captain Elliott, 

already so well known to the government, it would be almost 

superfluous to speak. In this action he evinced his character. 

istic bravery and judgment, and, since the close of the action, 

has given me (he most able and essential assistance. 

I have the honor to enclose you a return of killed and 

wounded, together with a statement of the relative fore of th~ 

squadrons. The captain and first lieutenant of the Queen 

Charlotte, and the first lieutenant of the Detroit, were killed; 

Captain Barclay, senior officer, and the commander Qf the 

Lady Prevost, severely wounded; the commanders of the 

HUQter and Chippeway, slightly wounded. Their loss io 

killed and wounded I have not yet been able to ascertain; it 

PlUst however have been very great. 

Very respectfully, &c. 

Ron. 'Y. Jones, secretary of the nny. 
O. H. PERR Yo. 

* Assisted the Lawrence in engaging the Detroit. 



APPENDIX. xciii 

No. 59. 

Extract oj a letter from Commodore Perry to the sam~. 

U. S. schooner Ariel, Put.in bay~ 

SIR, September 13, 1813. 

I have caused the prisoners taken on the 10th instant to he 
landed at Sandusky, and have requested General Harrison to 

have them marched to Chilicothe, and there wait until your 

pleasure shall be known rcspecting them. 

The Lawrence has been entirely cut up: it is absolutely 

necessary she should go into a safe harbour. I have therefore 

directed Lieutenant Yarnall to proceed to Erie in her, with 

the wounded of the fleet, and dismantle and get her over the 

bar as soon as possibl~. 

The two ships in a heavy sea this day at anchor lost their 

masts, being much injured in the action. I shall haul thenl 

into the inner bay at this place, and moor them for the present. 

The Detroit is a remarkably fine ship, sails well, and is very 

strongly built. The Queen Charlotte is a much sn perior vessel 

to what has been represented. The Lady Provost is a large 

fine schooner. 

I also beg your instructions respeding the wounded. I am 

~atisfied, Sir, that whatever steps I might take, governed by 

humanity, would meet your approbation. Under this im~ 

pression I have tak~n upon myself to promise C~piain Bar. 

clay;' who is very uangl'!'ously wounded, that he shall be landed 

as ncaf Lake Ontario as possible, and I had no doubt. you 

would alJow me to petrolc him. He is umler the impressiOI1 

that nothing but lc,!ving this part of the country will save his 

life. 

There is also a number of Canadians among the prisoners, 

many of whom haye families. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

O. H.PbRHT. 
Hon. William Jones, secrelary of the navy. 
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Statement of the force of the British squadron. 

Ship Detroit .••• 19 guns-Ion pivot, and '2 howitzers. 

Queen Charlotte •• 17 ditto-l ditto 

Lady Prevost ._ •• 13 ditto-l ditto 

II u n ter ....•••••• 10 di tto 

Little Belt.... . • •• 3 ditto 

Schooner 

Brig 
Sloop 

Schooner Chippeway .• "., 1 do. and '2 swivels: total 63 g!. 
Note.-The Detroit is a new ship, very strongly uuilt, and moullting IOllg 

245, 18s, and 128. 

Statement of the jorce of the U. S. squadron. 

Brig Lawrence •• 20 guns. 

Niagara •••• 20 ditto 

Caledonia.. 3 ditto 

Schooner Ariel. __ •• _ 4 ditto (one burst early in the action.) 

Scorpion '2 ditto 

Somers 2 ditto 

Sloop Trippe .• _. 1 ditto 

Schooner Tigress .•.. 1 ditto 

Porcupine •. 1 ditto-Total, 54 guns. 

The exact number of the enemys' force has not been ascer. 

tained, but I have good reason to believe, that it exceeded ours 

by nearly one hundred men. 

List of killed and wounded on board tIle U. S. squadroll) ~·c. 

(IIere follow the names, then,) 
RccapitulJ.tion. 

Killed. VVounded. Total. 
Lawrence .... _ .......... _ ...... _ .......... 22 6l 83 
N iaga ra - •••• __ •. _ •• ___ ..• _. 2 25 27 
Caledonia. __ ....• ___ .• __ . • .• 0 3 3 
'Somers .• _ •.. _ .. _ . __ .••. __ •• 0 2 2 
'A riel " _ • ___ • _ . _ ..••.• _ ••• _ 1 3 4 
T ri p pc __ • _ .•• _ . __ . . __ • ____ • _ 0 '2 '2 

Scorpion •• _ •. _ •. "" __ • _ • _. 2 () 2 

27 Uti 123 

S. HA1\IBLETON, purser. 

O. n. PEUR Y, captain and senior officer. 
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No. 60. 

From Commodure Perry to Gene/"at Harrison. 

U. S. schooner Ariel, Sept. 15, 1813. 
SIR, 

The very great assistance in the action of the 10th instant 

derived from those men you were pleased to send on board the 

squadron, renders it a duty to return you my sincere thanks 

for so timely a re-inforcement. In fact, Sir, I may say, 
without those men the victory could not 11ave been achieved; 

and equally to assure you, that those officers and men behaved 

as became good soldiers and seamen. Those who were under 

my immediate observation evinced great ardour and bravery. 

Captain Prevort, of the 2d regiment of infantry, serving on 

board the Niagara, I beg leave to recommend particularly to 

yonr notice: he is a brave and gallant officer, and, as far as 

I am capable of judging, an excellent one. I am convinced 

you will present the merit of this officer to the view of the 

honorable secretary of war, as I shall to the honorable 

secretary of the navy. 
Very respectfully, &c. 

Major-General W. H. Harrison, 

commander-in.chief of the N. W. army. 

No. 61. 

O. H. PERRY. 

Extracts from the court-martial on Captain Barc!ay. 

(Parliamentary papers.) 

Provincial Lieutenant Francis Purvis of the Detroit, examined, 

Q. How many experienced ~eamcn had you on Doard the 

Detroit when the action commenced? 



xcvi APPENDIX. 

A. To the best of my knowledge, not more than ten, omccr~ 
included. 

Q. Can you recollect how many of those ten seamen were 

killed and wounded? 

A. To the best of my recollection, seven or eight were 

killed or wounded. 

Q. How near were the enemy to you at the early part of 

the engagement? 

A. The Detroit, in engaging the Lawrence, was within 

pistol-shot, and within pistol_shot of the Niagara. The latter 

came down after the Lawrence had struck. 

Ca ptain Barclay asked:-

'Vere the matches and tubes so bad, that were supplied to 

me from Amherst bay, that I was obliged to prime without 

the latter, and fired pistols at the guns to sct them off? 

A. Y ('s; we fired pistols at the guns to set them off during 

the whole of the action. 

Q. 'Vhy did you nol take possession of the Lawrence 

when she struck? 

A. ""Ve had only one boat, and that was cut to pieces; and 

the Niagara, another large brig, being to-windward, caDle 

down too quickly upon us. 

Q. Did the encmy's gun-boats do much damage? 

A. lUoro than any of their vessels; they h;;ld long two and 

thirties. 

Lieutenant Thomas Stokoe of the Quecil Charlott(l, e:mn~incd. 

Q. How m<i:ly men had you on board the Queen Charlotte 

that you could call eXlJcriencecl seamen? 

A. Not more than ten, with the petty officrrs. 'tVe had 

on board b:,tll'ecIl 1 '20 and 130 men, officers and Jll together. 

Q. How m:luy men h,1(l you on board that had been 

accustomed to work the great guns with a ship in motion? 

A. Only tLe men that came up from the Dover three days 

rJdorc we salk:1. 'Ye had sixteen of them, boys included, 
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from the Dover: the rest we had learnt ourselves, since our 
arrival onthe Lake. 

Q. Do you know whether the other vessels that composed 

the squadron of Captain Barclay were equally deficient in 

seamen. ? 
A. A II the other vessels were equally deficient in point of 

seamen, except the Detroit might have a few more on account 

of being a larger vessel. 

Q. A t half an allowance, how many days' provisions had 

you OIl board the Quccn Charlotte when you went out? 

A. We might have had a week's, at half-allowance, of pro. 

visions, but not of spirits; they were preserved for the action, 

and all consumed on that day. vVe had none served out for 

.several uays before. 
Q. Diu you understand tbt the enemy's vessels were well 

manned? 
A. Yes, they were remarkably well manned. I believe, 

from the information I received from the American officers, 

that the Lawrence had more able seamen on board, than we 

had in our whole squadron. I was on board the Lawrence 

about a quarter of an hour, and on board the Niagara two or 
three days: she appeared to be very well manned; they chiefly 

manned the prizes from her. 

Captain Barclay askeu ;-
Was I obliged to take from the Queen Charlotte stores of 

various descriptions, e\'en to sails, cables, and anchors, as well 

as a proportion of pistols to fire the guns off with, bdoro I 
could make the Detroit at all fit for the lake? 

A. Yes, you were. 

No. 62. 

Sentence of the court-martial on Captain Barclay. 

That the capture of his majesty's late squadron was caused 

by the very defective meaas Captain Rlf(;lay possessed to equip 

h 
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them on Lrtkc Erie; the want of a sufficient number of able 

se ,men, whom he hall repeatelllyand earnestly requested of 

Sir James Yeo to be scnt to him; the very great superiority 

of the encmy to the British squadron; and the unfortunate 

early fall of the superior officers in the action. That it ap

peared that the greatest exertions had been made by Captain 

Barclay, in equipping and getting into order the vessels under 
his command; that he was fully justified, nnder the existing 

circumstances, in bringing the enemy to action; that the 

judgment and gallantry of Captain Barclay in taking his squa. 

£Iron into action, and during the contest, were highly conspi_ 

cuous, and entitled him to the highest praise; and that the 

whole of the other officers and men of his Majesty's late 
squadron conducted themselves in the most gallant mnnner; 

and did adjudge the said Captain Robert Heriot Barclay, his 

surviving officers and men, to be most fully and honorably 

acq uitted.-Rear-admiral Foote, presiden t. 

No. 63. 

Vote of congress. 

The congress of the United States voted tlleir tllanks to 

Commodore Perry, and through him to the officers, petty

officers, seamen, marines, anll infantry serving as such, attached 

to the squadron under his command, for the decisive and 

glorious victory of Lake Erie; also gold medals, &c. and 

three months extra. pay to all· the petty-officers, seamen, 

marines, and infantry, who were in the engagement. 
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No. 64. 

From Commodore Perry to ~fI!lessrs. I1furray, Draper, and 

company. 

Extracted from an American newspaper. 

GENTLEMEN, 
Newport, May 23, 1814. 

I have examined two views of the action on Lake Erie, 

drawn by Mr. Sully, and Mr. Kearney, from information 

given them by the commanding officers of the American vessel3 

on Erie. I have no hesitation in pronouncing them a correct 

representation of the engagement at those particular moments. 

Wishing that your pecuniary success may equal your c)(er~ 

tions in obtaining correct information of the battle, 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

O. H. PERRY. 
Messrs. Murray, Draper, Fairman, and Webster. 

No. 65. 

From Commodore Chauncey to the American secretary of the 
navy. 

Sackett's harbour, May 1, 1814. 
Sm, 

I am happy to have it in my power to inform you, that 

the U uited States ship Superior, was launched this morning 

without accident. The Superior is an uncommonly beautiful 

and well-built ship, something larger than the President, ami 

coulcl mount 64 guns, if it was thought advisable to put as 

many upon her. This ship has been built in the short space 

of 80 days; and when it is taken into view, that two brigs 

of 500 tons each have also been built, rigged, and completely 

fitted for service, since the first of .February, it will be 

h2 



c APPENDIX. 

acknowledged that the mechanics employed on this statioll 

have done their duty. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Hon. secretary of the navy, &c. 

1\'0. 66. 

From Commodore Decatur to Sir Thomas lU.lIardy. 

U. S. ship LTnited States, New London, 

SIR, 17th January, 1814. 

Having been informed I)y Nicholas Moran, the master of 
a sloop recently captured by his Brittanic Majesty's ship 

Endymion, now lying before this port, that, whilst he was on 

board the Ramillies, and in your hearing, Captain Hope of 

the IEndymion did ask him, whether the frigate United States 

would not avoid an action. He further states, that he heard 

you declare it to be yonr wish, that the U. S. ship Macedo. 

nian, should have a meeting with IJ. B. S. Statira; that you 

would fnrnish men, and give room for such meeting; but 

that you would not permit the challenge to come from your 
side. 

The Endymion, I am informed, carries 2-1_pounders; and 

mounts 50 guns in all. This ship also carries 24_pounders, 

and mounts 48 guns; besides a l'Z-ponnd carronade, a boat. 

gun. 

The Statira monnts 50; the Macedonian, 47; metal the 

same. So that the force on both sides is as nearly equal as 

we could expect to find. 

If Mr. Moran's statement be correct, it is evident Captains 

Hope and Stackpoole have the laudable desire of engaging with 

their ships, the United States and Macedonian: we sir, are 

ready, and equaily desirous for such meeting forthwith. 

The only difficulty that appears to be in the way, is frQw 
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~\'hom the formal invitation is to come. If,. sir, you admit 
Moran's statement to be correct, the difficulty will be removed, 

,and you will be pleased to consider this as an invitation. 
At the same time we beg you will assure Captains Hope and 

Stackpoole, that no personal feeling towards them, induces 

.me to make this communication. They are solicitous to add 

to the renown of th~ir country: we honor their motives. 
Captain Eilldlo, who will have the honor to deliver you 

.this, is authorised on our part, to make any arrangements 
which may be thought necessary. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

S. DECATUR. 
To Sir Thomas M. Hardy. 

No. 67. 

From C(tptain Stackpoole to Commodore Decatur. 

II. M. S. Statira, off N. London, 
SIR, January 17, 1814. 

Captain Sir Thomas M. Hardy, Bart. and commodore off 
New London, has this afternoon handed me a letter from you, 

expressing a desire that the U. S. ship Macedonian, commanded 

by Captain Jones, should meet H. M. S. Statira, under my 

command; and that the U. S. ship United States, bearing your 

broad pendant, would embrace the same opportunity of meet
ing the Endymion, commanded by Captain Hope. In the 

'event of Sir Thomas Hardy's permitting our joint acceptation 

of this rendezvous, I, of coune, must be the senior officer; 
but, in the interim, I shall confine my reply to your obliging 

letter, as to the future acts of H. M. ship I have the honor to 

, command. 
It will afford her captain, officers, and crew, the greatest 

. pleasure, to meet Captain Jones in the Macedoniall to. morrow , 
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next day, or whenever such a meeting may snit his purpose ~ 

let him only be pleased to appoint the day and place. Say, 

six or ten leagues south of Montauk point, or further if lIe 

pleases; my only object for selecting -this distance from the 

shore is to avoiu any interruption. Little, 1 think, can be 

apprehended, as all the captains commanding frigates, except_ 

ing one, in these seas, are junior to me; and, in the event of 

chance, or by accident meeting him, 1 will hoist a flag of 

truce, pledging the word anu honor of a British officer, (fur

ther I cannot offer,) to keep the truce flying, till the Mace. 

donian is out of sight; and, in the event of a junior officer 

appeariug, the ~ame guarantee shall be kept flyiug nntill can 

~etach him. 
In accepting this invitation, sir, it is not to vaunt, or, in 

tIle most trifling degree, to enhance my own professional cha

racter, or take from what is so jus tly uue to Captain Jones; 

although 1 have been twice mortified, in being obliged to re

treat, on the 26th and 28th of August, 1812, by six American 

men of war; and, for 12 weeks together, cruizing alone, it 

has never faIlen to the Statira's lot to meet one singly. 

The honor of my king, defence of my country, engaged in 

lit iust and unprovoked war, added to the glory of the British 
flag, is all I have in view. 

I perceive a statement in your letter, of the comparative 

force of the two ships; anJ, as I fear you have been led into 

error, shall take this opportunity to say, the Statira carries 

only 46 guns, instead of 50, with two little boat-guns, of 

more utility in exercising the men, than any effect they might 

have in the hour of battIe; and, without any external finery 

to recommend her, is simply a Briti~h man of war, of her 

class: ne,erthdess, a more fair and equal match, in ship and 

guns, may not soon occnr. In number of men, I am aware of 

havillg a superiority to oppose: all I request is, that both 
ships may quickly meet. 

HcHing received your communication by the hand of Sir 
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'T. M. Hardy, Bart. I sllall convey my reply through the same 

channel, requesting you will be:so good as toMmd It to the 

captain of the Macedonian. 

I am, sir, with every consideration, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

HASSARD STACKPOOLE. 
To Commodore Decatur, commanding the U. S. 

ship United States, New London. 

No. 68. 

Sir T. 111. Hardy to Commodore Decatur. 

Ramillies, off New London, 

SIR, January 18, 1812. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of yesterday's date, l)y Captain Biddle, signifying a desire on 

your part, and that of Captain Jones, as commanders of the 

ships United States and Mac€donian, to meet H. B. M. ,hips 

Elldymion and Statira, in consequence of a conversation re. 

ported to you by Mr. Moran, master of a sloop recently 

capturcd ; and, in reply, I beg to inform you, I have no hesi. 

tation whatever to permit Captain Stack poole, in the Statira, 

to meet the Macedonian, as they are sister-ships, carrying the 

same number of guns, and weight of metal; but, as it is my 

opinion, the Endymion is not equal to the United States, being 

200 tons less, and carrying 26 guns on her main-deck, and 

only 32-pound carronades on her quarter. deck and forecastle, 

when, I am informed, the United States has 30 guns on her 

main-deck, and 42-pound carronades on her quarter-deck and 

forecastle, I must consider it my duty, (though very contrary 

to the wishes of Captain Hopc,) to decline the invitation on 

his part. 
The captains of H. B. M. frigates under my orders, as well 



civ APPENDIX. 

as myself, cannot too highly appreciate the gallant spirit that 

has led to the communication from you, sir; and are equally 

convinced, that no personal feeling towards e!lch" other call 
ever influence a laudable ambition to add to the naval renown 
of our respective countries. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter from Captain Stack. 
poole, beariug your address; and I pledge my honor to fad. 
litate, by every means in my power, the meeting on the ren. 

dezvous pointed out by him, and that Ilone 'of the captains of 

H. M. ships, junior to' me, shall interfere. Captain Stack. 

poole's proposal amply provides against tht of a senior 
officer. 

Should sqccess attend the Macedonian, J guarantee her pro~ 
ceeding unmolested to any port to the eastward of this an. 

chorage; and I propose the same from you, sir, for the Statira 
to proceed to Bermuda. 

Captain Coote will have tIle honor to deliver this letter, and 

to make any arrangements that may be necessary. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

T. M. HARDY. 
Commodore S. Decatur, &c. &c. New London. 

No. 69. 

From Commodore Decatur to Sir T. M. Hardy. 

U. S. ship United States, New London, 

SIR, January 19, 1814. 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your faVQf 

of yesterday, with the enclosure from Captain Stack poole, by 
the hands of Captain Coote. 

The proposition for a contest between H. B. M. f{igate~ 

Endymion and Statira, and this ship and the Macedonian, was 

made by me in the full belief that their fQrcc was ellual; but 
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it has been declined in consequence of yonr entertaining a dif. 
ferent opinion on this subject from my owu. 

I do not think myself authorised to comply with the wishel 

of Captains Jones aud Stack poole, for a meeting in their 
ships. 

This squadron is now under sailing-orders from the govern
ment; and I feel myself bound to put to sea the first favorable 
opportunity that may occur. 

In my proposal for a meeting of the four ships, I conseuted, 
and I fear incautiously, that you should make up the comple. 

ments of the Endymion and Statira from the crews of the 
Ramillies and Borer. 

I was induced to accord this indulgence, from a supposition 

that their crews might have been reduced by manning prizes; 

and a hope that, as the selected meu would be divided between 

the two ships, the advantage would not be overwhelming. 
But, sir, if the Statira is to avail herself alone of this con. 

cession, it must be obvious to you, and everyone, that I 

should be yielding to you au advautage I could not excuse to 
my government; and in making the crew of the Macedoniau 

any degree equal to such a conflict, I sllOuld be compelled to 

break up the crews of this ship and the Hornet, and thus ren. 
der a compliance with my orders to proceed to sea uttsrly im

practicable. I beg leave also to state, that the guarantee 

against recapture, in case the Maccdonian should prove suc

cessful, is very far from satisfactory. 
You will have the goodness, sir, to inform Captain Stack. 

"poole, that his letter was shewn to Captain Jones, according 
to his Teques t; that Captaiu Jones is extremely desirous that 

a meeting should take place between the Statira and Macedo • 
. nian, but is controuled by me for the reasons I have stated. 

Whether the war we are engaged in be just and unprovoked 

on the p~rt of Great Britain, as Captain Stackpoole has been 

pleased to suggest, is considered by us as a question exclusively 

with the civilians; and I am perfectly ready to admit, both my 
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incompetence and unwillingness, to confront Captain Stack. 

poole in its discussion. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

S. DECATUR. 
To Commodore Sir T. M. Hardy, Bart. &c. 

No. 70. 

From Sir T. 111. Hardy to Commodore Decatur. 

R~,millies, off New London, Jan. 20, 1814. 
SlIt, 

I have the honor to ncquaint yon, that I will communicate 

to Captain Stackpoo13 your letter of the 19th instant, which 

I this evening had lhe honor of receiving by Captain Biddle; 

and I have nothing furiller to offer, in addition to my former 

Jetter, on the subject of the nweting lJetween the ships of the 

United States, and those of his llritannic majesty, but that I 

will give every guarantee in my power, in case of the Mace. 

donian's Sllccess, should the meeting ever take place. 

I beg to ass\lfe you, ,ir, I shull hail ""ith pleasure the reo 

tllrn of an amicalJle adj uotment of the differences betwcen the 

two nations. 

I have the honor to bc, &e. 

T. M. HARDY. 
Commodore Stephen Decatur. 

No. 71. 

From Captain Hillyar to 1IIr. Croker. 

SIR, 
Valparaiso bay, March 30,1814. 

I ha\'c the honor to acquaint you, for the information of 

the lords commissioners of the admiralty, that a little past 3 

()'clock in the afternoon of the 28th instant, after nearly five 
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"months anxious search, and six weeks still more anxious look. 

out, for the Essex and her companion, to quit the port of Val. 

paraiso, we saw the former under weigh, and immediately, 

accompanied by the Cherub, made sail to close with her. On 

"rounding the outer point of the bay, and hauling her wind for 

the purpose of endeavouring to weather us, and escape, she 

lost her main-top-mast, and afterwards, not succeeding in an 

"effort to regain tIle limits of the port, bore up, and anchored 

so near the shore, (a few miles to the leeward of it,) as to 

preclude the possibility of passing a-head of her, without risk 

to his majesty's sllips. As we drew near, my intention of 

going close under her stern was frustrated, by the ship break. 

"ing off; and, from the wind blowing extremely fresh, our first 

fire, commencing a little past 4, and continuing about 10 mi. 

nutes, produced no visible effect. Our second, a few random 

shot only, from having increased our distance by wearing, 

was not, apparently, more successful; and having lost the use 

of our main. sail, jib, and main-stay, appearances were a little 

inauspicious. On standing again towards her, I signified my 

intention of anchoring, for which we were not ready before~ 

"with springs, to Captain Tucker, directing him to keep under 

weigh, and take a convenient station for annoying our oppo. 

"nent. On closing the Essex, at 35 minutes past 5, the firing 

re_commenced; and, before I gained my intended position, 

her cable was cut, and a serious conflict ensued; the guns of 

his majesty's ship gr~duaIIy becoming more destructive, and 

ber crew, if possible, more animated, which lasted until 20 

"minutes past 6; w hen it pleased the Almighty Disposer of 

events to bless the efforts of my gallant companions, and my 

" personal, very humble ones, with victory. My friend, Captain 

Tucker, an officer worthy of their lordships' best attentions, 

was severely wounded at the commencement of the action, but 

remained on deck tiII it terminated, using every exertion 

against the Laftling winds, and occasional calms wllich followed 

the heavy firing, to close near the enemy. He informs m~ 
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that his officers and crew, oC whose loyalty, zeal, and disd~ 

pline, I entertain the highest opinion, conducted themselves to 
his satisfaction. 

I have to lament the death oC four of my brave companions, 

and one of his. With real sorrow, I add, that my first. 

lieutenant, Ingram, is among the number: he fell early, and is 

a great loss to his majesty's service The many manly tean 

which I observed this morning, while performing the last mo~ 

mental duty at his funeral 011 shore, more fully evinced the 

respect and affection of his afflicted companions, than any 

eulogium my pen is equal to. Our lists of wounded are small, 

and there is only one for whom I am under anxiety. The 

conduct of my officers and crew, without an individual excep. 

tion that has come to my kno\\ledge, before, during, and after 

the battIe, was such as became good and loyal subjects, zealous 

for the honor of their mnch-Ioved, though distant, king and 

country. 

The defense of the Essex, taking into consideration our 

l'iupcriority of force, the very discouraging circumstance of her 

having lost her main-top-mast, and being twice on fire, did 

honor to her brave defenders, and most fully evinced thecou. 

rage of Captain Porter, and those under his command. IIer 

colours were not struck, until the loss in killed and wounded 

was so awfully great, and her shattert'd condition so seriously 
bad, as to render further resistance unavailing. 

I was much hurt on hearing, that her men had been encou

raged, w hen the result of the action was evidently decided, 

some to take to their boats, and others to swim on shore. 

:r.fany were drowned in the attempt; 16 were saved by the 

exertions of my people, and others. I believe between 30 and 

40 effected their landing. I informed Captain Porter that I 
cOT15idered the latter, in point of honor, as my prisoners; he 

said, the encouragement was given, when the ship was in dan. 

gel' from fire; and I have not pressed the point. The Essex 

nS completely stored and provisioned for, at least six months, 
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and, although much injured in her upper_works, masts, and 

riggiug, is not in such a state as to give the slightest cause of 

alarm, respecting her being able to perform a voyage to Eu

rope with perfect safety. Our main and mizen-masts, and 

main-yard, arc rather seriously wounded. These, with a few 

shot-holes between wind and water, which we can get at with~ 

out lightening, and a loss of canvass and cordage, which we 

can partly replace from our well-stored prize, are the extent 

of the injuries his majesty's ship has sustained. 

I feel it a pleasant duty to recommend to their lordships' 
. notice my now senior lieutenant, Pearson, and Messrs. Allan, 

'Gardner, Portner, and Daw, midshipmen. I should do very 

great injustice to Mr. George O'Brien, the mate of the Emily, 

merchantman, who joined a boat's crew of mine in the har

bour, and pushed for the ship, the moment he saw her likely 

to come to action, were I to omit recommending him to their 

lordships. His conduct, with that of Mr. N. Mnrphy, master 

of the English brig Good Friends, were such as to entitle 

1hem both to my lasting regard; and prove, that they were 
ever ready to hazard their lives in their country's honorable 

cause. They came on board when the altern pt was attended 

with great risk, and both their boats were swamped. I have 

before informed their lordships, that Mr. O'Brien was once a 

lieutenant in his majesty's service; (may I now add, that 

youthful indiscretions appear to have given place to great cor

rectness of conduct;) and as he has proved his; laudable zeal 

for its honor, I think, if restored, he will be found one of its 

greatest ornaments. I enclose returns of killed and wounded; 

and, if conceived to have trespaEsed on their lordships' time by 

'this very long letter, hope it will be kindly ascribed to the 

right cause-an earnest wish that merit may meet its duo 

reward. 
1 have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES HILLYAR. 

P. S. There has not been found a ship's book, or paper oC 



ex APPENDIX. 

any description, (charts excepted,) on board the Essex, or 

any document relative to the nnmber serving ill her previous 

to the action. Captain Porter informs me, that he had up_ 

wards of 260 victualled. Our prisoners, including 42 wounded, 

amount to 161; 23 were found dead on her decks; 3 wounded 

were taken away by Captain Downes, of the Essex Junior, a 

few minntes before the colours were struck; and, I believe, 

20 or 30 reached the shore: the remainder were killed or 
drowned. 

[Here follow the names of four killed and seven wounded 
on board the Phmbe; and one killed and three ziJounded on 

board the Cherub. ] 
J AMES HILLY AlL, captain. 

J. W. Croker, Esq. &c. &c. 

No. 72. 

From Captain Hillyar to Captain Porter. 

Phcebe, April 4, 1814. 
MY DEAR SIR, 

Neither in my conversations, nor the accompanying letter, 
have I mentioned your sword. Ascribe my remissness, in the 

first instance, to forgetfulness: I consider it only in my ser
vant's possession, with my own, until the master may please to 

call for it; and, although I omitted, at the moment of presen

tation, from my mind being much engrossed in attending to 

professional duties, to offer its restoration, the hand that reo 
ceived it will be most gladly extended to put it in possession of 

bim, who wore it so honorably in defending his country's 
cause, 

Captain Porter. 

Believe me, my dear sir, 

Very faithful! y your's, 

J AMES HILLY AR. 
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No. 73. 

From' Captain Porter to the American secretary of th~ navy. 

SIR, 
Essex Juuior, at sea, July 3, 1814. 

I have done myself the honor to address you repeatedly 

since I left the Delaware, but have scarcely a hope that one of 

my letters_ has reached you; therefore consider it necessary 'to 

give a brief history of my proceeding since that period. 

I sailed from the Delaware on the 27th of October, 1812, 

and repaired, with all diligence, (agreeably to instruction from 

Commodore Bainbridge,) to Port Praya, Fernando de No
ronha, and Cape Frio, and arrived at each place on the day 
appointed to meet him. On my passage from Port Praya to 
Fernando de Noronha, I captured IL B. M. packet Norton, 

amI after taking Ollt 11,0001. sterling in specie, sent her, 
under command of Lieutenant Finch, for America. I cruized 

off Rio de Janeiro, and about Cape :Frio, until the 12th of 

January, 1813, hearing frequently of the commodore by 
vessels from Bahia. I here captured but one schooner, with 

hides and tallow. I sent her into Rio. The Montague, the 

admiral's ship, being in pursuit of me, my provisions now 

getting short, and finding it necessary to look out for a supply, 

to enable me to meet the commodore, by the 1st of April, off 

St. Helena, I proceeded to the island of St. Catherine's, (the 

last place of rendezvous on the coast of -Brazil,) as the most 

likely to supply my wants, and at the same time afford me 

that secrecy, necessary to enable me to elude the British ships 

of war on the coast, and expected there. I here co'uld pro

cure only wood, water, rum, and a few bags of flour; and 

hearing of the commodore's action with the Java, the capture 

of the Hornet by the Montague, and a considerable augmen. 

tation of the British force on the coast, and of several being 
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in pursuit of me, I found it necessary to get to sea as soon a~ 

possible. I now, agreeably to the commodore's plan, stretched 

to the southward, scouring the coast us far as Rio de la Plata. 

I heard that Buenos Ayres was in a state of starvation, and 

could not supply our wants, and that the government of Mon. 
tl!viedo was very inimical to us. The commodore's instruc. 

tions now left it discretionary with me what course to pursue, 

and I determined on following that which had not ouly met 

his approbatiou, but the approbation of the then secretary of 
the navy. I accordingly sh'aped my course for the Pacific, 

and after suffering greatly from short allowance of provisions, 

and heavy gales off Cape Horn, (for which my ship and men 

were illy provided,) I arrived at Vaipariiso on the 14th 

March, 181:3. I here took in as much jerked beef, and other 

provisions, as my ship would conveniently stow, and run down 

the coast of Chili and Peru. In this track I fell in with a 

Peruvian corsair, which had on board 24 Americans, aspri. 
soners, the crews of two whale.ships which she had taken on 

the coast of Ch·lli. The captain informed me, that as the allies 

of Great Britain, they would capture all they should meet' 

with, in expectation of a war between Spain and the United 

States. I ~onscquently threw all his guns and ammunition into 

the sea, liberated the Americans, wrote a respectful letter to 

the vice-roy, explaining the cause of my proceedings, which 

I delivered to her captain. I then proceeded for Lima, and 

re-captured olle of the vessels as she was entering the port. 

From thence I proceeded for the G a\lapagos islands) where I 

cruized from the 17th of April, until the 3d of October, 1813; 

during which time I touched only once on the coast of Arne. 

rica, which was for the purpose of procuring a supply offresh 

water, as none is to be found among those islands, which arc, 

·p-erhitps, the most barren and desolate of any known. 

While amorrg this group, I captured the folIowing Bri. 

tish ships, employed chiefly in the spermaceti whale.fisherY j 
v.iz.-

11 
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Letters of marque. 
Tons .. Men. Guns. fierCed for 

Montezuma 270 21 2 
Policy ----111'-'"'- 175 26 10 18 
Georgiana .. - ....... '" 280 25 6 18 
Greenwich. _____ 338 25 10 20 
Atlantic ............... 853 24 8 20 
Rose .. _- ..... - .... - 220 21 8 20 
Hoctor .................. 270 25 11 20 
Catherine ................ 270 29 8 18 
Seringapatam ____ 357 31 14 26 
Charlton 274 21 10 18 
New Zealander _. 259 23 8 13 
Sir A. Hammoncl 301 :31 12 ]8 

3369 302 107 

As some of those ships were captured by boats, and others 

by prizes, my officers and men had several opportunities of 

shewing their gallantry. 

The Rose and Charlton were given tip to thc prisoners; tIle 

Hector, Catherine, and Montezuma, I sent to Valparaiso, 

where they werc laid up; the Policy, Georgiana, and New 

Zealander, I sent for Amcrica ~ the G reeuwich I kept as a 

store.ship, to contain the stores of my other prizes, necessary 

for us; and the Atlantic, now called thc Essex Junior, I 
equipped with 20 guns, and gave command of her to Lieute

nant Downes. 
Lieutenant Downes had conToyed the prizes to Valparaiso, 

and on his rcturn brought me letters, informing me that a. 

squadron, under the command of Commodore James Hillyar, 

consisting of the frigate Pha:bc, of 36 guns, the Racoon and 

Cherub sloops of war, and a store.ship of 20 guns, had sailed 

on the 6th of July for this sea. The Racoan and Cherub had 

beeu seeking me for some time on thc coast of Brazil, and 011 

their return from their cruize, joined the ~quadron ~ent in 

i 
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search of me to the Pacific. My ship, ~s it may be supposed, 

after J~eing near a year at sea, required some repairs to put 

her in a sJate to meet them, which I determined to do, ami 

to bring them to action, if I could meet them o.n nearly equal 

terms. I proceeded now, in company with the remainder of 

my prizes, to the island of N oaheevah, or l\Iadison il>l allll , 

lying in the Washi~ton groupe, discovered by Captain Ingra. 

ham, of Boston. Here I caulked, and completely overhauled 

my ship, made for her a new set of water.ca.sks, ber old one. 

being entirely decayed, and took Qn board, from my prizes, 

provisions and stores for upwards of four months, and sailed 

for the coast of Chili on the 12th December, 1813. Previous 

to sailing, 1 secured thl! S.eringapatam, Greenwich, and Sir 

Andrew Hammond, under thc gnlls of a battery, which I 

erected for their protection. After taking possession of this 

fille island for the United States, and establishing the most 

frieudly intercourse with the nati-ves, I left them, under the 

charge of Lieutellant Gamble, of the marilles, with 21 men, 

with order-s to repair to Valparaiso after a certain period. 

I arrived on the coast of Chili on the 12th January, 1814; 

looked into Conception and Valparaiso; found at hoth places 

only three English vessels; and lrarned that the squad rOil, 

which sailed from Rio de Janeiro for that sea, had not been 

heard of since their departure, and were supposed tq be lost in 

endeavouring to double Cape Horn. 

I had completely broken up the British navi,gation in trur
Pacific: the vessels which had not been captured by me were 

laid II p, and dared not venture out. I had afforded the mo.t 

ample protection to our own vessels, 'f hich were, on my arri. 

val, very numerous, and ullprotected. '1 he valuable whale. 

fishery there is entirely destroyed, and the actual injury we 

have done them may be e~timated at two and a half millions of 

dollars, independent of the expenses of ihe vessels in search 

of me. They have furnished me amply with sails, cordage, 

(lables~ anchor) provisions, medicines, and stores .of en:1r 
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description; and the slops on board them have furnisllCd cloth. 

ing for the seamen. vVe have, in fact, lived on the enemy 

5ince I have been iu that sea, every prize having proved a 

well.found store_ship for me. I had not yet been under tho 

necessity of drawing bills on the department for any object, 

and had been enabled to make considerable advances to my 
officers and crew on acconnt of pay. 

For the unexampled time we had kept the sea, my crew had 

been remarkably healthy. I had but one case of the scurvy, 

~nd had lost only the following men by death; viz.-J ohn S. 

Cowan, lieutenant; Robert Miller, surgeon; I .. evi Holmes, 

Edward Sweeney, ordinary seamen; Samuel Groce, seaman; 

James Spafford, gunner's-mate; Benjamin Geers, John Rod

gers, quarter-guuners; Andrew Mahan, corporal of marines; 
Lewis Price, private marine. , 

I had done all the injllry that could be done the British 

commerce in the Pacific, and still hoped to signalize my cruiz€' 

by something more splendid, before leaving that sea. I thought 

it not improbable that Commodore Hillyar might have kept 

his arrival secret; and, believing that he would seek me at 

Valparaiso, as the most likely place to find me, I therefore 

determined to crnize l/-bout that place; and, should I fail of 

meeting him, hoped to be com pensated by the capture of some 

merchant-ships, said to be expected from England. 

The Phrel)e, agreeably to my expectations, ca.me to seek me 

at ValparaisQ, where I ~was anchored with the Essex; my 

armed prize, the Essex J nnior, under the command of Lieu

tenant Downes, on the 10oR-out off the harbour. But, con. 
trary to the c.o11rse I thought he would pnrsne, Commodore 

Uillyar brought with hill) the Cherub sloop of war, mounting 

twenty-eight gUl'lS, eighteen 32-pound carronadcs, eight 24" 

and two long 9s on the quarter-deck ami forecastle, and a 

cOIl)'plel,llent of 180 JI)en. The force of the Phrebe is as fol

lows :-thirty long 1S-pounders, sixteen 32-pound carronadcs, 

"'P!'! howit~eJ', an,d sj~ 2l~ PQund,crs iI!. the tops: in all, fifty~ihreo 

i 2 
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guns, and a complement of 320 men; making a force of eighfy. 
one guns, and 500 men. In addition to which, they took on 

board the crew of an English letter of marque, lying in port. 

Both sllips have picked crews, and were sent in the Pacific, in 

company with the Racoon, of 22 guns, and a store-ship, of 

20 guns, for the express purpose of seeking the Essex; and 

was prepared with flags) bearing the motto, " God and couu. 

try; British sailors' best rights; traitors offend both." This 

was intended as a reply to my motto, "Free trade and sailors' 

rights," under the erroneous impression that my crew were 

chidly Englishmen, or to counteract its effects on their own 

crews. The force of the Essex was 46 guns: forty 3'2-1)ound 

carronarles, and six long Irts; alld her crew, which had been' 

milch reduced by prizes, amounting only to 255 men. The 

Essex Junior, which was intended chiefly as a store-ship, 

mounted 20 guns: ten IS-pound carronades, and ten short 6s, 

with only 60 men on board. In reply to their motto, I \note 

at my Illiz21I, " God, our country, and liberty: tyrants offend 

them." 

On getting their provisions on board, they went off the port 

for the purpose of blockading me, where they cruized for 

near six wceks; during which time I endeavoured to pro. 

voke a challenge, and frequently, but ineffectually, to bring 

the Phreue alone to action: first, with both my ships, and 

afterwards with my single ship, with hoth crews on board. 

I was seyeral times under way, and ascertained that I had 

greatly the advantage in point of sailing; and once succeeded 

in closing within gun-shot of the Phrebe, and commenced a 

tire on her, when she ran down for the Cherub, which was 2i 
miles to-leeward. This excited some surprize, and expressions 

of indiguation, as, previous to my getting uuder way; she 

hove. to off the port, hoisted her motto-flag, and fired a gun 

to-wiudward. Commodore Hillyar seemed determined to avoid 

a contest with me on DParly equal terms; and from his extreme 

prudence in keeping both his ships ever after constantly within 
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hail of each othor, there were no hopes of any advantages to 

my country from a longer stay ,in port. I therCCore deter_ 

mined to put to sea the first opportunity which should ofLr; 

and I was the more strongly induced to do so, as I had gained ; 

certain intelligence that the Tagus, rated 38, and two other 

frigates, had sailed for that sea in pursuit of me; and I had 

reason to expect the arrival of the Racoon, from tho N.VV. 

coast of America, where she had been Sl'n t for the purpose of 

destroying onr fur-establishment on the Columbia. A rendez

vous was appointed for the Essex Junior, and every arrange\. 

ment made for sailing; and I iutended to let them chase ma 

off, to give the Essex Junior an opportunity of escaping. On 

the 28th of March, the day after this determination was 

formed, the wiud came on to blow fresh from the southward, 

when I parted my larboard cable, and dragged my starboard 

anchor directly out to sea. Not a moment wa5 to be 105t in 

getting sail on the ship. The enemy were close in with the 

point forming the west-side of the bay; but, on opening them, 

I saw a prospect of passing to-windward, when I took in my 

top-galLant.sails, which were set over single-reefed top-sails, 

am! braced lip for this purpose; hnt, on rounding the poinf, 

a heavy squall stmck the ship, <tud carried away her main-top_ 

mast, precipitating the men who were aloft into the sea, who 

were drowned. Both ships now g<tve chase to me) and I en .. 

deavoure(!, in my disabled state, to regain the port; but finding 

I could 1I0t recover the common anchorage, I ran close into a' 

small bay, about three-quarters of a mile to-leolvard of the 

battery on the east-side of the harbour, and let go my anchor 

within pistol_shot of the shore, where I illtended to repair my 

damages as soon as possible. The enemy continued to ap'" 

proach, and shewed an evident intention of attacking, regard_ 

less of the neutrality of the place where I was anchored; ancl 

the caution observed in their approach to the attack or the 

crippled Essex, was truly ridiculons, as was their display of 

4h+:ir motto.flags, and the number of jacks at all their mast~ 
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heads. I, with as much expedition as circumstances would 

admit of, got my ship ready for action, and endeavoured to 
get a spring on my cable; but had not succeeded, when the 

enemy, at 54 minutes past 3 P.M. made his attack: tIle 

Phcebe placing herself under my stern, and the Cherub on my 

starboard-bow; but the Cherub, soon finding her situation it 

hot one, bore up and ran under Illy stern also; where both 

ships kept up a hot taking fire. I had got three long 

12-pounders out of the stern-ports; which were "\vorked ,,,Hh 
50 much bravery and skill, that in half an hour We so disabled 

both as to compel them to haul off to repair damages. IIi the 

course of this firing, I had, by the great exertions of Mr. Ed

ward Barnewell, the acting sailing-master, assisted by Mr. 

Linscott, the boatswain, succeeded in getting springs on our 

cable three different times; but the fire of the enemy was so 

excessive, that, before we could get our broadside to bear, 

they were shot away, aud thus rendered useless to us. 

My ship had received many injuries, and several had been 
killed and wounded; but Illy brave officers and men, uoHvith_ 

standing the unfavorable circumstances under which we wero 

brought to action, and the powerful force opposed to us, were 

no ways discouraged. All appeared determined to defend 

their ship to the last extremity; and to die in preference to a 

shameful surrender. Our gaff, with the ensign, and the motto
flag at the mizen, had been shot alVay; but" Free trade and 

sailors' rights," continued to fly at the fore. Our ensign was 

replaced by another; and, to gnard against a similar event, an 

4ensign was made fast in the mizen-rigging; and several jacks 
were hoisted in different patts of the ship. The enemy soon 

repaired his damages for a fresh attack: he now placed him

self, with both his ships, on my starboard-quarter, out of the 

reach of my earronades, and where my stern_gnns could not 

be brought to bear. He there l{ept up a most galling fire, 

which it was out of my pOlVer to returll; ),hen I saw no 

11fospect of injuring him withollt getting under way, and 
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becotning the a)sgtljjaI'l't. Mytop-saiI sheets and haliatds WCN 

all shot away, as we'll ai tbe jib, and fore-top-mast staysail 

haliards. The only rope not cut, wus the fiyin'g-ji'b ha'liards; 

and that being the only sail I could set, I cat'rsed it to be 

boisted, my cable to be cut, and ran down on both ships, with 

an iI'ltention of laying the Phrebe on board. The firing on 

both sides was now tremendous. :I: had let fall my forc-top

'sail, and forc_sail, but the want of tacks and sheets rendcred 

them almo'st useless to us; yet we were enabled, fot a s'h'ort 

time, to close '\'ith tim enemy; and, although our de'cks were 

Mw strewed wi'th dead, andonr cockpit filled with wounded; 

although our ship had been several times on fire, and was 

rendeted a perfett wreck, we Were still en C'o il raged to hope to 

Eave her, frMn the Circumstance of the Cherub, from het 

'crippled sta'te, being compelled to haul off. She did not tetun} 

to close action agai'li, although she apparently had it in hel' 

~ower to do so; but kept up it distaiItfiring with Her long guns. 

the Phrebe, from our di.abled state, was enabled however, by 

edging off, to choose the distance which best suited her long

guns, and kept up it tremendous fire on us, which mowed down 

my brave coinpanions lly the dozen. Many of my gllns had 

been rendered useless by the enemy's shot; and many of them 

had had whOle crews destroyed. We manned them again 

from those which were dIsabled; and one gnn, in particular, 

'was three times manned; fifteen men were slain at it in the 

Course of the actio'n; but, strange as it may appear, the cap

tain of it escaped with only a slight wound. 

Finding that the enemy had it in his po\\'cr to cHoose his 

distance, I now gave up all hopes of closing with him; and 

as the wind, fur the moment, seemed to favor the design, I 
determined to endeavou'r to fun her on shore, land my men, 

and destroy her. E"ery thing seeml'd to favour my wishes. 

'Ve had approached the shore within musJ>.et-shot, ani! I had 

no doubt of succeedin-g, when, in an instant, the wind shifted 

from the land, (as is very common in this port in the latter 
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part of the day,) and payed our head down on the Ph~be j 

where we were again exposed to a dreadful raking fire. My 

ship was now totally ullmanageable; yet, as her head was 
toward the enemy, and he to-leeward of mo, I still hoped to 

be able to board him. At this moment) Lieutenant-command. 

ant Downes came on board to receive my orders, under the 

impression that I should SOOll be a prisoner. He could be of 
no use to me in the then wretched state of the Essex; an~ 

finding (fr~m the enemy's putting 11is helm up) that my la&t 

<tttempt at boarding would not succeed, I directed him, after 

he had been about ten minutes ou board, to return to his own 

ship, to be prepared for defending aud destroying )lCf in case 

of an attack •. He took with him several of my wounded, 

leaving three of his boats' crew on board to make room Cor 

them. The Cherub had now an opportunity of distinguishing 

herself, by keeping up a hot fire on him duriug his return. 

The slaughter on board my ship had now become hOJ:rible; 
the enemy continuing to rake us, and we unable to bring a 

gun to bear. I therefore directed a hawser to be bent to the 

sheet-anchor, and the anchor to be cut from the boWS, to 

bring her head round; this succeeded. We again got Ollf 

broadside to bear; and as the enemy was much crippled, and 

unable to hold his own, I have no doubt he would soon have 

drifted out of gun-shot before he discovered we had anchored,. 

had not the hawser unfortunately parted. My ship had taken 

fire several times during the action, but alarmingly so, forward 

and aft, at this moment. The flames were bursting up each 

hatchway, and no hopes were entertained of saving her. Our 

distance from the shore did not exceed three-quarters of a mile; 

and I hoped many of my hrave crew WQuid be abllil to save 

themselves, should the ship blow up, as I was informed the 

fire was near the magaziue; and the explosion of a large quan. 

tity of powder bc]ow served to increase the horrors of our 

situation. Our boats were destroyed by the enemy's shot, I 

therefore directed thos~ who cQuld swim to jump orerboard, 
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amI endeavour to gain the shore. Some reached it, some 

were talqm by the enemy, and some perished in the attern pt; 

but most preferred sharing with mc the fate of the ship. We 

who remained, now turned our attention wholly to extinguish. 

ing the flames; and when we had succeeded, went again to 

our guns, where the firing was kept up for some minutes, but 

the crew had by this time become so weakened, that they all 

declard to me the impossibility of making further resistance; 

aud entreated me to surrender my ship to save the wounded, 

as all further attempts at oppositiou must prove ineffectual, 

almost every gun being disabled by the destruction of their 

crews. I now sent for the officers of divisions to consult 

them ;but what was my surprise to find only Acting-lieutenant, 

Stephen Decatur ]\1' Knight, remaining; who confirmed. tllC 

re,port respecting the condition of the guns on the gun.deck; 

those on the spar-deck were not in a better condition. 

Lieutenant 'Wilmer, after fighting most gallantly throughout 

the action, had been knocked overboard by a splinter, while 

getting the sheet.anchor from the bows, and was drowned. 

Acting.lieutenant John G. Cowell had lost a leg; Mr. Ed. 

ward Barnewell, acting sailing-master had been carried below, 

aftet receiving two severe wounds, one in the breast, and one 

in'the face; and Acting-lieutenant Wm. H. Oldenheimer, Ilad 

been knocked overboard from the quarter an instant before, 

and did not regain the ship until after the surrender. I wa~ 
informed that the cockpit, the steerage, the wardroom, and 

thtl birth-deck could contain no more wounded; that the 

wounded were killed while the surgeons were dressing them; 

and that, nnless something was speedily done to prevent it, the 

ship would soon sink from the number of shot-holes in her 

bottom. And on sending for the carpenter, be informed me, 

that all his crew had Ileen killed or wounded; and that he had 

ollce been over the side to stop the leaks; when his slings had 

!leen shot away and it was with difficulty he was saved from 
, , 
drowning. The cnemy, frolIl the smoothness of the wate" 
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and the impossibility of our reaching him with our rarroiJade~, 
and the liltle apprehension that was excitlld by our fire, )Vhich 

had now become much slackened, was enabled to take aim at tn 

as at a target. His shot rtever D1isscd our hull, and my ship 

was cut np in Ii manner, which was, perhaps, never befohl 

witnessed. In fine, I sa,'v no bopes of saving her; and at 

twenty minutes past 6, P.M. gavc the painful order to strike 

the colours. Seventy_five men, including officers, were all 

'that remained of my whole crew, after the action, capable of 

duing duty; ~nd many of them severely wounded, some of 

whom have since died. The enemy still continued his fire, and 

my brave though unfortunate companions were still falling 

about me. I directed an opposite gun to be fired, to shew 

them we intended no furiher resistance; but they did not 

desist; four mert were killed at my side, aud others iu different 

parts of the ship. I now believed he intended to shew us no 
qnarter~, and that it would be as well to die with my flag 

fiying, as struck; and was orl the point of again hoisting it, 

'when, about ten minutes after hauling the colours down, he 

ceased Gring. 

I cannot st)(~ak in stlfficieutly high terms of the condact of 

thclse engaged for such an unparalleled length of time (under 

such circumstances) with me in the arduous and unequal con. 

flict. Let it surliee to say, that more bravery, skill, patriotism, 

and zeal, were never di,played on any occasion. Everyone 

~eemcd determined to die in defence of their much-loved 

country's cause; and nothitlg but views of humanity could 

ever have reconciled them to the surrender of the ship; fhey 

remem bered their wounded anti hel pless shipmates helow. To 

Acting-lieutenants M'Knight alid Olcleuhcimer, I feel much 

indebted for their great excrtiolls and bravery throughout the 

action, iu fighting and encouraging the men at their divisions, 

for the dexterous management of the long guns, and for their 

promptness in fe-manuing their guns as their crews were 

slaughtered. The conduct of that hrue and heroic officer, 



APPENDIX. IlXltiii 

Ading-Heulenant John G. Cowell, who lost his leg in the 

latter part of the action, excited the admiration of evety man 
'in the ship, and after being wounded, would not clJnsmit to 
be taken below, 1lntiJ loss of blood rendered him insensible. 

Mr. Edward Barmiwell, acting sailing-master, WI](iSe activity 
'and courage were equally conspicuous, returned on deck after 

~receiving his first wound, and remained after receiving his 

second, until faintin~ with loss of blood. Mr. Samuel B. 
Johnston, "hohad joined me the day before, and acted as 

marinc-officer, conducted himself with great bravery, and 

,exerted himself in assisting at the long-guns; the musketry 

after the first h;\lf hour being useless from our long distance.' 

,;)1 Mr. M. VV. Bostwick, 'Whom I had appointed acting purser 

" of the Essex J unidr, and who was on board my ship, did the 

'duties of aid iu a manner which reflects on him the highest 

honour; and Midshipman Isaacs, Farragut, and Ogden, as 

,well as Acting-midshipmen James Terry, James R. Lyman, 

and Samuel Duzenbnry, and Master's"mate William Pierce, 

exerted themselves in the performauce of their respective duties, 

and gave an earnest of their value to the service: the three 

first are too young to recommend for promotion; the latter I 
-beg leave to recommend for confirmation, as well as the acting 

"'lieutenants, and Messrs. Bamewell, Johnston, and Bastwic. 
o We have been ~nfortunate but not disgraced. The defence 

'< of the Essex has not been less honorable to her ofikers and 

crew, than the capture of an eqnal force; and I now consider 

! my situation less unpleasant than that of Commodore Hillyar, 

who, in violation of every principle of honor and generosity, 

OJ and regardless of the rights of nations, attacked the Essex in 

her crippled state within pistol-shot of a neutral shore, when 

for six ,weeks I had daily offered him filir and honourable 

, combat, on terms greatly to his advantage. The hlood of the 

1"slailLmust rest on his head; and he has yet to reconcile his 

candud to Heaven, to his conscience, and to the world. The 
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annexed extract of a letter from Commodore Hillyar, which 

was written previous to his returning rue my sword, will shew 

his opinion of our conduct. 

My loss has beecn dreadfully severe, 58 killed, or have since 

died of their wounds, and among them Lieutenant Cowell; 

39 were severely wounued, 27 slightly, and 31 are missing; 

making in all 154 killed, wounded, and missing, a list of whose 

names is annexeu. 

The professional knowledge of Dr. Richard Holfman, acting 

surgeon, and Dr. Alexander Nlontgomery, acting surgeon's 

mate, added to their assiduity, and the benevolent attentions 

and assistance of !vlr. D. P. Adams, the chaplain, saved the 

lives of many of the wOl1nded. Those gentlemen have been 

indefatigahle in thier attentions to them; the two first I beg 

leave to recommend for confirmation, and the latter to tho) 

Jlotice of the department. 

I must in justification of myself, observe, that with our six 

12-poundcrs only, we fought this action-our carronades 

being almost useless. 

The loss in killed and wounded ha~ been great with the 

enomy; among the former is the first lieutenant of the Phorebe, 

and of the latter, Captain Tucker of the Cherub, whose 

wounds are severe. Both the Essex and Pbrebe were in a 

sinking state, and it was with difficulty they could be kept 

a-float nntil they anchored in Valparaiso next morning. The 

battered state of the Essex will, I believe, prevent her ever 

reaching England; and I also think it will be out of their power 

to repair the damages of the Ph robe, so as to enable her to 

double Cape Horn. All the masts and yards of the Phrebe 

and Cherub are badly crippled, and their llUlls much cut up; 

the former had eighteen l2-pound shot through her, below 

her water-linc~, some three feet under water. Nothing but 

the smoothness of the water saved both the Phrebe and Essex. { 

1 hope, sir, that our conduct may prove satisfactory to our 
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ranniry, and it will testify it h obtaining our speedy ex

change, that we may again have it in our power to prove our 
zeal. 

Commodore Hillyar, I am informed, has thought proper to 
state to his goverment, that the action lasted only 45 minutes. 

Should lle have done so, the motive may be easily discovered; 

but the thousands of disinterested witnesses, who covered the 

Burronnding hills, can testify that we fought his ships near two 

hours and a half. Upwards of 50 broadsides were fired by 

the enemy, agreeably to their own accounts, and upwards of 

75 by ours. Except the few miuutes they were repairing da. 
mages, the firing was incessant. 

Soon after my capture I entered into an agreement with 

Commodore Hillyar to disarm my prize, the J):ssex. J uuior, and 

proceed with the survivors of my officers and crew in her to 

the United Slates, taking with me all her officers and crew. 

He consentcd to grant her a passport, to secure her from re. 

capture. The ship was small, and we knew we had much to 

s~ffer; yet we hoped to reach our country in safety, that we 

might again have it in our power to serve it. This arrange

ment was attended with no additional expense, as she was abund. 

antly supplied with provisions and stores for tht: voyage. 

In justice to Commodory Hillyar I must observe, that 

although I can never be reconciled to the ,manner of his attack 

on the Essex, or his conduct before the action, he has, since 

our capture, shewn the greatest humanity to my wounded, 

whom he permitted me to land, on condition that the United 

States should bear their expenses; and has endeavoured, as 

~~ch as Jay in his power, to alleviate the distresses of war, 

hy the most generous and delicate deportment towards myself, 

my officers, and crew. He gave orders that the property of 

e~ery person should be respected. His orders, however, were 

not so strictly attended to as might have been expected; be. 

eides being deprived of l)ooli:s, charts, &c. &c. both myself 
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and officers lost many articles of our clothing: some to 1\ con_ 

siderable amount. I should not have considered this lalt circum. 

!tancc of sufficient importance to notice, did it not mark a 

~tri1dng difference between the navy of Great Britain and that 

of the U nited Statl~s, highly creditable to the latter. 

By the arrival of the 'fagus, a few days after my capture, I 
was informed that, besides the ships which had arrived in the 

Pacific in par3uit of me, and those still expected, othe~s were 

lent to cruize for me in the China seas, off New Zealand, Ti. 

mOtlr, and New Holland; and that another frigate was scnt t() 

the river la Plata. 
To possess the Essex, it has cost the British government 

neilr si¥ millions of dollars, and yet, sir, her eaptnre was 

~wing entirely to accident; and if we consider the expedition 

with which nilval contests are now decided, the action is a disT 

honor to them. Had they brought their ships boldly to action 

with a force so very superior, and having the choice of posi. 

tion, they should either have captured or destroyed us in one. 

fourth the time they were ahout it. 

During the action our consui-gel)Cral, Mr. Poinsett, called 

on the governor of Valparaiso, and requested that the batte. 

ries might protcct the Essex. The request was refused; but 

he promised, that if she should sljcceed in fighting her ,vay to 

the common anchorage, he would send an ufficer to the British 

commander, and request him to cease firing, but declined using 

force under any circumstances, and there is no doubt a perfect 
understanding existed between tIlem. This conduct, added to 

the assistance gil'en to the British, and their friendly reception 

after their actioD, and the strong bias of tIle faction which 

governs Chili in favor of the English, as well as their hostility 

to the Americans, induced Mr. Poinsett to leave that country. 

V nder such circumstances, I did not conceive that it would be 

proper for me to claim the restoration of my ship, confident 

that the claim woulll be made hy my government to mOfi: 
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elt'ect. Finding some difficulty in the sale oC my prizes, I had 

tllJ>en the Hector <lnd Cathedne to sea, and humt them, with 

their cargoes. 

I exc~langed Lieutenant M'Knight, Mr. Adams, and Mr. 

LYlUlIn, and II seil.mrn, for part of the crew of the Sir An

drew Hammond, and sailed from Valparaiso on the 27th of 

.p.ril; where the enemy were $till patching up their ships, to 

put them in a state for proceeding to Rio de Janeiro, previoull 

to going to England. 

AnneJied is a list of t~e remains of my crew to he exchanged, 

3,~ also a copy of the correspondence between CommQdore 

:{Iillyar and myself on that subject. I also send you1a list 

of the prisoners I have taken during my cruize, amounting 

to 343 •. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

D. PORT.Ji;R. 
Hon. iiecretary of the navy of the United 

, 
States, Washington. 

P. S. To give you a correct idea of the state of the Essex 

3,t the time of her surrender, I send you the boatswain's and 

carpenter's report of damages; I also seud you a report ot: 

the divisions. 

'l'Cilere follows a return of killed, as already numbe}ed; 
Illit no " report of damages" sustained by the Essex j 'lIor 

" list of thc remains of her crew."] 

No. 74. 

From Captain Porter to the American secretary of the navy. 

New York, July 13, 1814. 

SIR, 
There are some facts relating to our enemy, and although 

Dot connected with the action, serve to shew his perfidy, amI 

.hould be known. 
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On Commodore IIillyal"s arrival at Valparaiso, he ran the 

l"hrebe close alongside the Essex, and enquired politely after 

my health, observing that his ship was eleared for action, and 

his men prepared for boarding. 1 observed, " sir, if you, 

by any accident, get on board of me, I assure you that great 
oonfu:;ion will take place: I am prepared to receive you, but· 

shall only act on the defensive." He observed, coolly and 

indifferently, "Oh, sir, 1 have no SUell intention." At this 

instant his ship took a-back on my starboard-bow, her yards 

nearly locking with those of the Essex. 1 called all hands to 

board the enemy, and, in an instant, my crew were ready to 

spring on her decks. Commodore Hillyar exclaimed, with 

great agitation, "I had no intention of getting on-board of 

you-I had no intention of coming so near you-I am sorry 

I came 50 ncar you." His ship fell off, with her jib-hoom 

over my decks, her bows exposed to my broadside, her stern 

to the fire of the Essex Junior, her crew in the greatest con_ 

fusion, and in 15 minutes 1 could have taken or destroyed 

her. After he had brought his ship to anchor, Commodore 

IIillyar, and Captain Tucker, of the Cherub, visited me OIl 

shore; when I asl<ed him if be intended to respect the neu_ 

trality of the port. "Sir," said he, " you have paid such 

respect to the neutrality of this port, that I feel myself bound 

in honor to do the same." 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 
Hon. secretary of the navy, &c. D. PORTER. 

No. 75. 

From Captain Pigot to Vice-admiral Cochrane. 

H. M. S. Orpheus, New-Providence, 

SIR, April 25, 1814. 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you, that on the 20th instant, 

after a chase of 60 miles, the point of MatanzaS, i" Cubal 
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bearing S.S.E. five leagues, we captured the U. S. ship Frolic, 

commanded hy Master-commandant Joseph Bainbridge. She 

had mounted twenty 32-pound carronades, and two long 18s, 

with 171 men; but, a few minutes before striking her co~ 
lours, threw all her Icc-guns overboard, and continued throw_ 

ing"also her shot, small_arms, &c. until taken possession of. 

She is a remarkably fine ship, of 509 tons, and the first time 

of her going to sea. She has been out from Boston two 

months, and frequently chased by our cruisers. Their only 

capture was the Little Fox, a brig laden with fish, which they 
destroyed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

H. PIGOT, captain. 
The lIon. Alexander Cochrane, 

commander-ill_chief, &c. 

No. 76. 

From CaZJtain fVarl'ington to the Amel'ican secretary oj the 
navy. 

il!f~( SIn 
'" , 

U. S. sloop Peacock, at sea, lat. 270 47', 

long. SO" 9
/
, April 29, 1814. 

I have the honor to inform YOIl, that we have this morning 

captured,after an action of 45 minutes, H. M. brig Epervier, 

rating and mounting eighteen 32-pound carronades, with as 
men, of whom eight were killed, and 15 wounded; (according 

to the best information we could obtain;) among the latter is 

her first lieutenant, who has lost an arm, and received a severe 

splinter-wound on the hip. Not a man in the Peacock was 

killed, and only two wounded, neither dangerously. The fate 

of the Epervier would have been determined in much less time, 

but for the circumstance of our fore-yard being totally dis-

c abled by two round.shot in the starboard.qua.rter, from b~J: 
. k 
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first broadside, which entirely deprived us of the use of our 

fore and fore-tap-sails, and compelled us to keep the ship 

large throllg1wutthe remainder of the netion. 

This, with a few top_mast, and top-gallant back-stays, cut 

away, and a few shot through our sails, is the only injury the 

Peacock has sustained. Not a round-shot touched her hull; 

our masis and spars are as sound as ever. When tlie enemy 

struck, he had five feet water in his hold, his main-tap-mast 

was ov~r the side, his main_boom shot away, his fore-mast cut 

nearly in two, and tottering, his fore-rigging and stays shot 

away, his bowspriLbadly wounded, and 45 shot-holes in his 

hull, 20 of which were within a foot of his water-Hne. By 

great exertion, we got hcr in sailing order jnst as dark 

came on. 

In 15 minutes after the enemy struck, the Peacock was 

ready for another action, in every respect, but her fore-yard; 

which was sent down, fished, and had the fore-sail set agaiu, 

in 45 minutes: such were the spirit and activity of our gallant 

crew. The Epervier had under COI\VOY an English hermaphro_ 

dite brig, a Russian and a Spanish ship, which all hauled their 

wind, antI stood to the E.N.E. I had determined upon pur

suing the former, but found that it would not answer to leave 

ollr prize in her then crippled state, and the more particularly 

so, as we found she had 120,000 dollars in specie, which we 
won transferred to this sloop. Every officer, seaman, and ma

rine, did his duty, which is the highest compliment I can pay 
them. 

I am, respectfully, 

L. WARRINGTON. 

P. S. From Lieutenant Nicholson'S rerOl't, who was count

ing 1I p the Epervier's crew, there 1YCre 11 kilfcd, and 15 
wounded. 

L. W. 
The secretary of the navy, &c. 
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No. 77. 

Vote of congress. 

Congress voted their thanks to Captain Lewis 'Warrington, 
officers, and crew of the Peacock, for the skill amI bravery 
displayed in the capturc of the Epervier. They alsQ gave to 
Captain 'Warrington a gold medal, with emblematic. devices; 

to each of the commissioned officers a silver medal, with like 
devices; and to each of the midshipmen and sailing-masters a 
~word. 

No. 78. 

From Captain Blakeley to the American secretar~i of the navy. 

u. S. sloop Wasp, l'Orient, 

SIR, July 8, 1814. 
On Tuesday, tIle 28th ultimo, being then in lat. 48" 36' N. 

and long. 11° 15' W. we fell in with, engaged, and, after all. 

action of 19 minutes, captured, his Britannic majesty's sloop 
of war the Reindeer, William Manners, Esq. commander. 

Annexed are the minutes of our proceedings prior to, and 

during the continuance of the action. 
Where all did their duty, and each appeared anxious to 

excel, it is very difficult to discriminate. It is, however, only 

rendering them their merited due, when it is declared of I.lieu. 

tenants Reilly and Bury, first aud third of this vessel, and 
whose names will be among those of the conquerors of the 

Guerrier and Java, and of Mr. Tillinghost, second lieutenaut, 
who was great.ly instrumental in the capture of the Boxer; that 
their conduct and courage au this occasion fulfilled the highest 

expc,ctation, and gratified every wish. Sailing-master Carr is 

also entitled to great credit, for the zeal and ability with which 

he diiicharged his various duties. 
1.:.2 
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The cool and patient conduct of every officer and man, 

while exposed to the fire of the shifting-gun of the enemy, and 

without an opportunity of returning it, could only be equalled 

by the animation and ardour exhibited, when actually engaged, 

or by the promptitude and firmness with which every attempt 

of the enemy to board was met, and successfully repelled. 

Such conduct may be seen, but cannot well be described. 

The Reindeer mounted sixteen 24-ponnd carronades, two 

long 6 or 9_pounders, and a shifting 12-pound carronade, with 
a complement on board of 118 men. Her crew were said to 

be the pride of Plymouth. 

Our loss in men has been sev~re, owing, in part, to, the 

proximity of the two vessels, and the extreme smoothness of 

the sea, but chiefly in repeIling boarders. That of the enemy, 

however, was infinitely more s@,ll-s will be seen by the, Jist of 

killed and wounded on both sides. 

Six round-shot struck our hull, and many grape, which did 

not penetrate far. The fore_mast received a 24-pound shot, 

which passed through its centre, and our rigging and sails were 

a good deal injured. 

The Reindeer was literally cut to pieces in a line ,with h'er 

ports: her upper-works, boats, and spare spars, were one 

complete wreck. A breeze springing up ncxtafternooJ)" ber 
fore-.mast went by the board. . 

Having received all the prisoners on board; which, from· the 
number of wounded, occupied much time, together with:thek 

baggage, the Reindeer was, 011 the evening of ,the 29th,set on 

fire, and in a few hours blew up. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

J. BLAKELEY •.. 
Hon. William Jones, &c. 
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No. 79. 

AmeriCClll minutes of the action bet-ween the U. S. sloop 

Wasp and IJ. B. JJ1. sloop Reindeer, on the 28th of June, 
1814, in latitude 48° 36' N. and longitude 11° 15' W. 

At 4 A.M. light breezes and cloudy; at a quarter past 4, 

discovered two sail, two points before the lee-beam; kept away 

in chase; shortly after [afterwards] discovered one sail on the 

'weather-beam; altered the course, and hauled.by, in chase of 

the sail to-windward; at 8, sail to.windward bore E.N.E. 

wind very light; at 10, the strange sail bearing E.N .E. hoisted 

an English ensign and pendant, and displayed a signal at the 

main. (blue and yellow diagonally.) Meridian, light airs and 

cloudy; at half-past 1'l, the enemy shewed a blue and white 

flag diagonally at the fore, and fired a gun; 15 minutes after 

1, called all hands to quarters, and prepared for action; 22 

minutes after 1, believing we could weather the enemy, tacked 

ship and stood for him; 50 minutes after 1, the enemy tacked 

ship and stood from us; 56 minutes after 1, hoisted our co

lours, and fired a gun to_windward, which was answered by 

th·~ enemy with another to_windward; 20 minutes after 2, the 

eriemy still staniiing from us, set the royals; 25 minutes after 

2, set the flying-jib; 29 minutes after 2, set the upper stay

sails; 32 minutes after 2, the enemy having tacked for liS, 

'took in the stay_sails '; 37 Ininutes after 2, flirled the royals; 

51 minutes after 2, seeing that the enemy would be able to 

weathcrlls, tackcd ship; 3 minutes after 3, the enemy hoisted 

his flying-jib; brailed up Ollr mizen; 15 minutcs after 3, the 

enemy on our weather-quarter, distant about 60 yards, fireu 

his ~hifting_gun, a 12.pound carronade, at us, loaded with 

round and grape-shot, from his top_gallant_forecastle; 17 mi

nutes after 3, fired the same gun a second time; 19 minutes 

after 3, fired it a third time; 21 minutes after 3, fired it a 

fourth time; 24 miu:.d.es after 3, a fifth shot, all from the same 
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gun. Finding the enemy did not get sufficiently on the beam, 

to enable us to bring our guns to bear, put the helm a.lee; 

and, at 26 minutes after 3, commenced the action with the 

after.carronade on the starboard.side, and fired in succession; 

34 minutes after 3, hauled up the main.sail; 40 minutes after 

3, the enemy having his bow in contact with our larboard 

quarter, endeavoured to board us, but was repulsed in every 

attempt; at ,14 minutes after 3, orders were given to board in 

turn, which were promptly executed, when all resistance im. 

mediately ceased; and, at 45 minutes after 3, the enemy hauled 

down his flag. 
J. BLAKELEY. 

List of killed and wounded on board the U. S. sloop of war 
fVasp, in the action with the Reindeer. 

Killed, and since dead (including 2 midshipmen) 11 

Wounded sever~ly •••••••••••••••• 5 

--- slightly ._ •••••••••• _ ••• 10-- 15 

Total •••••••••••••• __ 26 

List of the killed (lnd wounded on board 11. B.llI. sloop 

Reindeer'. 

Killed-William Manners, Esq. commander; John Thomas 

Barton, purser; and 23 petty. officers and seamen. 

TVounded-Thomas Chambers, first lieutenant; Richard 

Jones, master; and 40 petty-officers and seamen. 

Recapitulation. 

Killed. - _ •••••• _ •• _ ••• _ ••••••••• _. • • . • • • 25, 

Wounded dangerously •••• _ ••• _ •.•• , 10 

---- severely • __ ..... "" •••• 17 

~-- slightly ........... _ •••• 15-- 42 

Total.... •••• •••• •••• 67 
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No. 80. 

Vote oj Congress. 

The president of the United States, at the request of con. 

gress, presented to Captain Johnston Blakely, of the sloop of 

war Wasp, a gold medal, with suitable devices, and a silver 

medal, with like devices, to each of the commissioned officers; 

and also a sword to each of the midshipmen and sailing-masters 

of that vessel, in testimony of the high sense entertained by 
the legislature of the nation, of their gallantry and good con. 

duct in the action with the British sloop of war Reindeer. 

No. 81. 

From Rear.admiral Cockburn to Vice-admiral Cochrane. 

On board the Resolution tender, off Mount.calvert, 
SIR, Monday night, August 22, 1814. 

I have the honor to inform you, that after parting from yon 

at Benedict, on the evening (if the 20th instant, I proceeded 

up the Patuxent with the boats and tenders, the m3rincs of 

the ships being embarked in them, under the command of 

Captain Bobyns, (the senior officer of that corps in the fleet,) 

and the marine-artillery, under Captain Harrison, in their 

two tenders: the Severn and Hebrus frigates, and the Manly 

sloop, being directed to follow us up the river, as far as might 

prove practicable. 
The boats and tenders I placed in three divisions: the fir,t 

unller the immediate command of Captains Sullivan (the senior 

commander employed on the occasion) and Badcoek; the se_ 

cond, under Captains Money and Somerville; the third, under 

Captain Ramsay; the whole under the superintendence and 

immediate management of Captain Wainwright, of the Ton_ 

nant, Lieutenant James Scott (first of the Albion) atteudin;r 

as my aid.dc.cam p. 
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I endeavoured to keep, with the boats and tenders, as nearly 

as possilJle a-breast of the army under Major-general Ros~, 

that I might communicatc with him as occasion offered, ac. 

cording to the plan previously arranged; and, about mid,day 

yesterday, I accordingly anchored at the ferry-house, oppo

site Lower Marlborough, where I met the general, and where 

the army halted for some hours; after which he marched for 

Nottingham, and I proceeded on for the same pl<1ce with the 

~oats. On our approaching the town, a few shot were ex. 

changed between the leading boats and some of the enemy's ca

valry; but the appearance of our army advancing caused tbeQl 

to retire with precipitation. ' Captains Nourse and Palmer, of 

the Severn and Iiebrus, joined me this day with their boats, 

having found it impracticable to get their shirs higher thall 

Benedict. 

The major_general remained with the army at Nottingham, 

and the boats and tenders continued anchored off it during the 

night, and, soon after day-light this morning, the whole again 

movet! forward; but the wint! blowing, during the morning, 

down the river, and the channel being excessively narrow, and 

the ad,ance of our tenders consequently slow, I judged it 

at! visable to push on with the boats only, leaving the tenders 

to follow as they could. 

On approaching Pig-point, (where the enemy's flotilla was 

said to be,) I landed the marines under Captain Rohyns, OIl 

the left bank of the river, and directed him to march< round 

and attack, Oll the land-side, the town, situatet! on the point; 

to draw from us the attention of sllch troops as might be there 

for its defence, and the defence of the flotilla. I then pro. 

ceeded on witl} the Loats; and, as we opened the reach above 

Pig-point, I plainly discoveret! Commodore Barney's bi'oad 

pendant in the headmost "vessel, a large sloop, and the remain

der of the flotilla cxtending ill a long line a-stern of her. Our 

boats now advanced tOlfards them as rapidly: as possible; but, 

ql'l nearing them, we obs~rved the slol>p, bear;ng the brol'l,tl 
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pendant, to be on fire, and she, very soon afterwards, blew 

up. I now saw clearly that they were all abandoned, and on 

fire, with trains to their magazines; and out of the 17 vessels, 

which composed this formidable, and so much vaunted flotilla, 

16 were, in quick succession, blown to atoms; and the 17th 

(in which the fire had not taken) we captured. The com mo· 

dore's sloop was a large armed vessel; the others were gun. 

boats, all having a long gun in the bow, and a carronade in 

the stern. '.rhe calibre of the guns, and num ber of the crew 

of each, differed in proportion to the size of the boat, varying 

from 32-pounders, and 60 men, to ] 8-pounders, and 40 men. 

Ifonnd here, lying above the flotilla, under its protection, 13 

merchant-schooners; some of which, not being worth bringing 

away, I ordered to be burnt: such as were in good condition, 

1 directed to be moved to Pig-point. Whilst employed taking 

thtlse vessels, a few shots were fired at us by some of the men 
of the flotilla, from the bushes on the shore Ilear us; but 

Lieutenant Scott, whom I had landed for that purpose, soon 

got hold of them, and made them prisoners. Some horsemen 

likewise s'h!!wed themselves on the neighbouring heights, but a 

rocket or two dispersed them; and Captain Robyns, who had 

got possession of Pig_point without resistance, now spreading 

his men through tlie country, the enemy retreated to a dis

tance, and left us in quiet possession of the town, the neigh. 

bOllrhood, and our prizes. 
1-. A large quantity of tobacco having been found in the town 

at Pig-point, I have left Captain Robyns, with the marines, 

and Captain Nourse, with two divi;,ions of the boats, to hold 

the place, and ship the tobacco into the prizes; and I have 

moved back with the third division to this point, to enable me 

to confer on our futufe operations with the major-gl'llcral, 

who has been good enough to send his aid-de-camp to inform 

me of his safe arrival, with the army under his command, at 

P pper Marlboft;>ugh. 
lli OQngratulating you, ;,if, which I do most sincerely, Oil 
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the complete destruction of this flotilla of the enemy, wMch 

has lately occupied so much of our attention, I must beg to 
be permitted to assure YOll, that the cheerful and indefatigable 

exertions, on this occasion, of Captains Wainwright, Nourse, 
and Palmer, and of Captain Sullivan, the other commanders, 

officers, and men, in the boats you have placed under my or. 

ders, most justly entitle them to my warmest acknowledgments, 

aud roy earnest recommenuation to your favorable notice. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
G. COCKBURN, rear.admiral. 

Vice.admiral the Hon. Sir Alexander 

Cochrane, K. B. &c. 

No. 82. 

From the same to the same. 

H.M. sloop Manly, off Nottingham, 
Sm, Patuxent, August 27; 1814. 

I have the honor to inform you, that agreeably to the int~!l. 

Hons I notified to YOII in my letter of the 22d instant, I pro. 

ceeded by land, 011 the morning of the 23d, to U ppef Marl. 
borough, to meet and confer with Major.general Ross, as to 

our further operations against the enemy; and we were not 

long in agreeing on the propriety of making an immediate 

attempt on the city of Washington. 
In conformity, tllerefore, with the wishes of the general, I 

instantly sent orders for our roarine and naval forces, at Pig. 
point, to be forthwith moved over to Mount Calvert, and for 
the marine-artillery, and a proportion of the seamen, to be 

there landed, and with the utmost possible expedition to join 
the army, which I also most readily agreed to accompany. 

The major-general tllen made his dispositions, and arranged 

that Captain Robyns, with the marines of the ships, shoulu 

retain possession of Upper Marlborough, and that the m~rjnQ. 
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artillery and seamen should follow the army to the ground it 
was to occupy for the night. 'fhe army then moved on, 

and bivouacked before dark about five miles nearer Wash. 
ton. 

In the night, Captain Palmer of the Hebrus, and Captain 

Money of the Traave, joined us with the seamen and with the 

marine-artillery, under Captain Harrison. Captain Wain. 

wright of the 'fonnant, had accompanied me the day before, 

as had also Lieutenant James Scott, acting first lieutenant of 
the Alhion. 

At day-light, on the morning of the 24th, the major-general 
again put the army in motion, directing his march upon 

Bladensburg; on reaching which place, with the advanced 

·brigade, the enemy was observed drawn up in force on a 

rising ground beyom} the town; and by the fire he soon 

opened on us as we entered the place, gave us to understand 

he was well protected by artillery. General Ross, however, did 

not hesitate in immediately advancing to attack him; although 

our troops were almost exhausted with the fatigue 6f the 

march they had just made, and but a small proportion (If our 

little army had yet got up. This dashing measure was, how. 

ever, I am happy to add, crowned with the success it merited; 

for, in spite of the galling fire of the enemy, our troops 

advanced steadily on both his flanks, and in his front; and, 

as soon as they arrived on even ground with him, he fled in 

every direction, leaving behind him ten pieces of cannon, and 

a considerable number of killed and wounded; amongst the 

latter Commodore Barney, and several other officers. Some 

other prisoners were also taken, thought not many, owing to 

the swiftness with which the enemy went off, and the fatigues 

our army had previously undergone. 

It would, sir, be deemed presumption in me to attempt to 

give you particular details respecting the nature of this battle; 

I shall, therefore, only remark generally, that the enemy 8000 

itrong, on ground he had chosen as best adapted for him tQ 
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defend, where he had time to erect his batteries, and concert 

all his measures, was dislodged, as soon as reached, and a vic. 

tory gained over him, by a division of the British army, not 

amounting to more than 1500 men, headed by our gallant 

general, whose brilliant achievements of this day it is beyond 

my power to do justice to, and indeed no possible comment 

could enhance. 
The seamen, with the guns, were, to their great mortifica. 

tion, with the rear. division, dur,ing this short, but decisive 

action. Those, however, attached to the rocket-brigade, were 

in the battle; and I remarked, with milch pleasure, the pre. 

cision with which the rockets were thrown by them, under 

the direction of First-lieutenant Lawrence, of the marine. 
artillery. Mr. Jeremiah M'Daniel, master's.mate of the Ton. 

nant, a very fine young man, who was attached to this party, 
being severdy wounded, I beg permission to recommend him 

to your favorable consideration. The company of marines 

I have on so many occasions had cause to mention to you, 

commanded by First-lieutenant Stephens, was also in the 

action, as were the colonial marines, under the temporary 

command of Captain Reed, of the 6th 'Vest India regiment, 

(these compallies being attached to the light brigade,) and they 

respectively behaved with their accustomed zeal and bravery. 

N one other of the naval department were fortunate enongh 

to arrive up in time to take their share in this battle, 

excepting Captain Palmer, of the Bebrus, with his aid-de. 

camp, Mr. Arthur ·Wakefield, midshipman of that ship, and 

Lieutenant James Scott, first of the Albion, who acted as 

my aid-de.camp, and remained with me during the whule time. 

The contest being completely ended, and the enemy haying 

retired from the field, the general gave the army about two 

hours rest, when i,e again moved forward on Washington. It 
was, however, dark before we reached that city; and, on tlw 
general, myself, and some officers advancing a short way past 

the first houses of the town, without being accompanied 1:lJ[ 
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the troops, the enemy opened upon us a heavy fire of mus. 

ketry, from the capitol and two other houses; these were 

therefore almost immediately stormed by our people, taken 

possession of, and set on fire; after which the town submitted 

without further resistance. 

The enemy himself, on our entering the town, set fire to the 

navy-yard, (filled with naval stores,) a frigate of the largest 

class almost ready for launching, and a sloop of war lying off 

it; as he did also the fort which protected the sea-approach to 
Washington. 

On taking possession of the city, we also set fire to the 

president's palace, the treasury, and the war-office; and, in 

the morning, Captain Wainwright went with a party to see 

that the destruction in the navy_yard was complete; when he 

destroyed whatever stores and buildings had escaped the flames 

of th,e preceding night. A 11lfge quantity of ammunition and 

ordnance stores were likewise destroyed by us in the arsenal; 

as were about 200 pieces of artillery of different calibres, as 

well as a vast quantity of small-arms. Two rope-walks of a 

very extensive nature, full of tar-rope, &c. situated at a con

siderable distance from the yard, were likewise set fire to and 

consumed. In short, sir, I do not believe a vestige of public 

property, or a, store of any kind, which could be converted 

to the use of the government, escaped destrnction: the bridges 

aoross the Eastern Branoh and the Potowmac were likewise des., 

trayed. 
This general devastation being completed during the day of 

the 25th, we marched, again, at nine that night, on our returo, 

by Bladensburg, to Upper Marlborough . 
. We arrived yesterday evening at the latter, withont moles~ 

tation of any ·sort, iudeed without a single musket having been 

fired; and, this moming we moved on to this place, where I 

have fpundhis Majesty's sloop Manly, the tenders, and the 

boats, and I have hoisted my flag, pro tempore, in the former. 

The troops will 'probably march to.morrow, or the next day 
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at farthest, to Benedict for re_embarkation, and this flotilla 

will of course join you at the same time. 
lu closing, sir, my statement to you, of the arduous and 

highly important operations of this last week, I have a most 
pleasing duty to perform, in assnring you of the good conduct 
of the officers and men who have been serving under me. I 
have been particularly indebted, whilst on this service, to 

Captain "Wainwright of the TonDant, for the assistance he has 

invariably afforded me; and to Captains Palmer and Money, 
for their exertions during the march to and from Washington. 

To Captain Nourse, who has commauded the flotilla during 

my absence, my acknowledgments are also most justly due, as 

well as to Captains Sullivan, Badcock, Somerville, Ramsay, 
and Bruce, who have acted in it under him. 

Lieutenant James Scott, now first of the Albion, has, on 

this occasion, rendered me essential services; and as I have 

had reason so often of late to mention to you the gallant and 
meritorious conduct of this officer, I trust you wiII permit 

me to seize this opportunity of recommending him particularly 

to your favorable notice and consideration. 
Captain Robins, (the senior officer of marines with the fleet,) 

"who has had, during these operations, the marines of the ships 

united under his orders, has executed ably and zealously the 

several services with which he has been entrusted, and is 

entitled to my best acknowledgments accordingly; as is also 

Captain Harrison of the marine-artillery, who, with the offi. 

cers and men attached to him, accompanied the army to and 

from 'Vashington. 

Mr. Dobie, surgeon of the Melpomene, volunteered hill 
professional services on this occasion, and rendered much 

assistance to the wOllnded on the field of battle, as well as to 

many of the men taken ill on the line of march. 

1 colonial marine killed, 1 master's mate, 2 serjeants, 

and 3 colonial marines wounded, are the casualties sustained 

by the naval department; a general list of the" killed and 
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wounded of the whole army will, of course, accompany the 
report of the major-general. 

I have the honDr to be-, &c. 

G. COCKBURN, rear-admiral. 
Vice"admiral the Hon. Sir Alex. Cochrane, K. B. &c. 

P. S. Two long 6_pounder guns, intended for a battery 

at Nottingham, were taken off and put OIl board the BruIle, 
and Olle taken at Upper Marlborough was destroyed. 

Return oj the killed, wounded, and missilzg, oj the troops 

under the command oj Major-general Ross, in action with 

the enemy, on the 24th August, 1814, on the heights above 
Bladensburg. 

Washington, August 25, 1814. 

Total-I captain, 2 lieutenants, 5 serjeants, 56 rank and 

file, 10 horses, killed; 2 lieutenant-colonels, 1 major, 1 cap_ 

tain, 14 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 10 serjcants, 155 rank and file, 

8 horses, wounded. H. G. S~VHTH, 
D.A.A.G. 

No. 83. 

Return oj ordnance, ammunition, and ordnance-stores, taken 
from the enemy by the army under the command oj 111ajor

general Robert Ross, between the 19th and 26th August, 

1814. 

August 19.-0ne 24_ponnd carronade. 
August 22.-0ne 6_pound field-gun, with carriage com

p~'ete. 15vstand of arms, with cartonches, &c. &c. 
August 24, at Bladensburg.-Two IS-pounders, five 12~ 

pounders, three v_pounders, with field-carriages. A qnantity 

of ammunition for the above. 220 stand of arms. 

August 25, at fVashington.-Brass: six I8,_pounders, 

mounted on traversing platforms; five 12-pounders, four 
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4-pounders, one 5f inch howitzer, one 5f inch mortar'. Iron: 

twenty-six 32-poumlers, thirty_six 24-poundE:rs, thirty_four 

IS_pounders, twenty-seTen I2-pounders, two IS-pounders, 

mounted on traversing platforms; nineteen I2-pounders, on 

ship. carriages ; three I3-inch mortars, two S-inch howitzeru, 

one 42 pound gun, five 32-pound carronades, five I8-pound 

carronades, thirteen 12_pound guns, two 9-ponnd guns, two 

6.pound guns. 

Total amount of cannon taken, 206. 500 barrels of pow

der, 100,000 rounds of musket_ball cartridges, 4(\) barrels of 

fine-grained powder, a large quantity of ammunition of dif

ferent natures made up. 

The navy-yard and arsenal having been set on fire by the 

enemy before they retired, an immense quantity of stores of 

every description was destroyed; of which no account could 

be taken. Seven or eight very heavy explosions during the 

night denoted that there had been large magazines of powder. 

F. G. J. WILLIAMS, 
Lieut. Royal Artillery, A. Q. M. 

J. MICHELL, 
Captain commanding artillery. 

N. B. The remains of near 2000 stand of arms were dis. 

covered, which had been destroyed by the enemy. 

No. 84. 

From Captain Gordon to Vice.admiral Cochrane. 

SIR, 
Seahorse, Chesapeake, Sept. 9, 1814. 

In obedience to your orders, I proceeded into the river 

Potowrnac, with the ships named in the margin,* on the 

~, Seahorse, Euryalus, Devastation, lEtna, Meteor, Erebus, and Anna· 

Maria, d'spalch.boat. 
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1 ith of la,t month; but from being without pilots to assist us 

through that difficult part of the river called the Kettle_Bot. 

toms, and from contrary winds, we were uuable to reach Fort 

Washington until the evening of the 27th. Nor was this 

effected bnt by the severest labour. I believe each of the 
ships lVas nut less than twenty different times a-ground, and 

each time we were obliged to haul off by main strength; and 

we were employed, warping, for five whole successive days, 

with the exception of a few hours, a distance of more than 
fifty miles. 

The bomb-ships were placed on the evening of the 27th; 

and immediately began the bombardment of the fort; it being 

my intention to attack it with the frigates at day-light the 

following morning. On the bUl'sting of the first she]'!, the 

garrison were observed to retreat; bnt, supposing some con

cealed design, I directed the fire to be CDntinued. At 8 o'clock, 

however, my doubts were removed, by the explosion of the 

powder. magazine, which destoyed the inner buildings; and, at 

day-light on the 28th, we took possession. Besides the prin. 

cipal fort, which contained two 32_pounders, (columbiads,) 

two 32_pounders, and eight 24-pounders, there was a battery 

on the beach of five i8_pounders, a martello-tower, with two 

12-pounders, and loop-holes for musketry, and a battery in 

the rear of two 12, and six 6 pound field-pieces. The whole 

()f these guns were already spiked by the enemy; and their 

complete destruction, with their carriages also, was effected by 

the seamen and marines, sent on that service, in less than two 

hours. The populons city of Alexandria thus lost its only 

defence; and, having buoyed the channel, I deemed it better 

to postpone giving any answer to a proposal made to ,:1°. for 

its capitulation, until the following morning, when I was ena

bled to place the shipping in such a POSitiotl, as would ensure 

assent to the terms I had decided to enforce. 

To this measure I attribute their ready acquiescence, as it 

removed that donbt of my determination to proceed, whit;h 
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11ud been raised in the minds of the inhabitants, by our army 

having retired from \Vashington. This part of our proceed

ings will be furlher explained by the accompanying documents. 

The honorable Lieutenant Gordon, of this ship, was sent, 

on the evening of the 28th, to prevent the escape of any of 

the vessels comprised in the capitulation; and the whole of 

those which were sea-worthy, amounting to 21 in number, 

were fitted and loaded hy the 31st. 

Captain Baker, of the Fairy, bringing your orders of the 

'27th, having fought his way up the river, past a battery of 

five guns, and a large military force, confirmed the rumours 

which had already reacheclll1e, of strong measures having been 

tal,en to oppose our return, and I therefore quitted Alexan

dria, without waiting to destroy those l'emaining stores, ,~hich 

we had not the means of brin:;ing away. 

Contrary winds again occasioned ns the laborions task of 

warping the ships down the river, in which a day's delay took 

place, owing to the Devastation grounding. The enemy took 

advantage of this circumstance, to attempt her destruction by 

three fire-vessels) attended by five rOW-boats; but .their object 

was defeated by the promptitude and gallantry of Captain 

Alexander, who pushed off with his own boats, and being fol

lowed by those of the olher ships, chased the boats of the 

enemy up to the town of Alexandria. The cool and steady 

c)nduct of Mr. John Moore, midshipman of the Seahorse, in 

towing the nearest fire-vessel on shore, while the others were 

removed from the power of doing mischief by the smaller boats 

of the Deva,tation, entitles him to my highest commendation. 

The Meteor and the Fairy, assisted by the Anna-Maria dis_ 

patch-boat, a prize gun-boat, and a boat belonging to the 

Euryalus, with a howitzer, had greatly impeded the progress 

'of the enemy in their works; notwithstanding which, they. 

were enabled to increase their battery to 11 guns, with a fur

haee for heating shot. On the 3d, the wind coming to the 

N.W. 1h,jEtna and Erebus succeeded in getting down to their 
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assistance; and the whole of liS, with the prizes, were assem. 

bled there on the 4th, except the Deva.station, which, in spite 

of our utmost exertions in warping her, still remained five 
miles higher up the river. This waq the moment when the 

enemy made his greatest efforts to drect our destructiou. 

The Ercbus, being judiciously placed by Captain Bartholo. 

mew, in an admirable position for harrassing the workmen 

employed in the trenches, was attacked hy three field-pieces, 
which did her considerable dam'tgc, before they were beaten 

off; and, another attempt being made to destroy the Devas. 

tation by fire-vessels, I sent the boats, under Captain Baker, 

to her assistance. Nothing could exceed the alacrity with 
which Captain Baker went on this service, to which I attributa 

the immediate retreat of the boats and fire-vessels. His loss, 

however, was considerablc, owing to their having sought re~ 

fuge under some guns in a narrow creck, thickly wooded, from 
which it was impossible for him to dislodge them. 

On the 5th, at noon, the wind coming fair, and all my arM 

rangements being made, the Seahorse and the Euryalus an. 

chored within. short musket-shot of the batteries, while the 

whole of the prizes past betwixt us and the shoal, the bombs, 

the. Fairy .and Erebus, firing as they passed, and afterwards 

anchoring in a favorable position for facilitating, by means of 

their force, the further removal of the frigates. At 3 P. M. 
having completely silenced the enemy's fire, the Seahorse and 

Enryalus cut their cables, and the whole of us proceeded to 

the I}cxLposition taken up by the troops: where they had two 

batteries, mounting from 14 to 18 gUllS, on a range of cliffs 

of about a mile extent, under which we were, of necessity, 

obliged to pass very close. I did not intend to make the at. 

tack that evening ;bnt,the Ercbus grounding within range, 

we were necessarily called into action. On this occasion the 

fire of the Fairy had the most decisive eifect, as well as that of 

the Erebus; while the bombs threw th!;-ir shells with excellGnt 

12 



exhiii APPENDIX. 

preCISIon, and the guns of the batteries were thereby com

pletely silenced by about 8 o'clock. 

At day-light on the 6th I made signal to weigh; and sO' 

~atisfied were the whole of the parties opposed to us, of thcil· 

opposition being ineffectual, that they allowed us to pass with_ 

out further molestation. I cannot close this detail of opera. 

tions, comprising a period of 23 days, without beg2;iog leave 

to call your attention to the singular exertion of those whom 

I had the honor to command, hy which our success was 

effected. Our hammocks IVcrc down only two nights during 

the whole time. Themuny laborious dnties which we had to 

perform, were executed with cheerfulness, which I shall ever

remember with pridco; and ,,-hich will ensure, I hope, to the 

whole of the detachments, your favorable estimation of their 

extraordinary zeal and abilities. 

To Captain Napier lowe more obligations than I have 

words to e:rpress. The Euryallls lost her bowsprit, the head 

of her fore-mast, and tho heads of all her top-masts, in a tor

nado which she encountered on the 25th, just as lrer saBs werll' 

clued up, whilst we were passing the flats of Maryland point; 

and yet, after 12 hours work on her refittal, she was again 

under weigh, and uch;mcing up ihe river. Captain Napier 

speaks highly of the conduct of Lieutenant T. Herbert on 

this, as well as on every other of the many tryiug occasions 

which have called his abilities into action. His exertions were 

also particularly conspicuous in the prizes; many of which, 

already sunk by the euemy, were weighed, masted, hove-down, 

caulked, rigged, and loadell, by our little squadron, during thp 

three days we remained at Alexandria. . 

It is difficult to distinguish, among~t officers who had a 

greater share of duty than often falls to the lot of any, and 

which each performed with the greatest credit to his profes

sional character. I cannot omit to recommend to your notice 

the meritorious conduct of Captains Alexander, Bartholome~~ 
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Baker, and Ktnlh: the latter of whom led liS through many 

of the difficulties of the navigation; and particularly to Cap~ 

tain Roberts, of the Meteor, who, besides undergoing tl)o 

fatigues of the day, employcd the night in coming the distance 

of 10 miles, to communicate and conslilt with me upon our 

fUrther operations, preparatory to our passing the batteries. 

So universally goo,l was the conduct of all the officers, sea

~en, and marines ~f the detachment, that I cannot pa~ticula. 
rize with justice to the rest; but lowe it to the long.tried 

experience I have had of Mr. Henry King, first lieutenant of 

the Seahorse, to point out to you, that such was his eagerness 

to take the part to which his abilities would have directed him 
on this occasion, he even came out of his sick bed to command 

at his quarters, while the ship was passing the batteries; * 
nor can 1 ever forget how materially the service is indebted to 

l\~.r .. 1\. Louthain, the master, for both finding and buoying 
the channel of a navigation, which no ship of a similar draught 

~f water had ever before passed, with their guns and stores 

on board; and which, according to the report of a seaman 

~ow in this ship, was not accomplished by the President, Arne. 

rican frigate, even after taking her gIlDS out, under a period of 

42 days. 
, Enclosed isa list of killed and wounded, and also of the 

vesseiJ· ea ptured. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES A. GORDON, captain. 

To Sir A. Cochrane, commander.in-chief, &c. 

Return of killed and wounded on board H. llf. ships employed 

in the Potowmac river, between September 1 and 5, 1814. 

Total-7 killed; 35 wounded. 
J. A. GORDON, captain • 

. '., " The first two guns pointed by Lieutenant King disabled each a gun fit' 

tn~ enemy. 
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V~ssels captured. 

A gun.boat, of two guns; 3 ships, 4 brigs, and 13 other 

vessels :-total 21. 

No. 85. 

From Captain Gordon to the common-council ~J Alexandria. 

H. M. S. Seahorse, off Alexandria, 

GENTLElI1EN, August 29. 

In consequence of a deputation yesterday received froID the 

city of Alexandria, requesting favorable terms for the safety 

of their city, the under-mentioned are the only conditions in 

my power to offer :-

The town of Alexandria (with the exception of the public 

works) shall not .be destroyed, unless hostilities are com. 

menced on the part of the Americans; nor shall their dwelling. 

houses be entered, or the inhabitants molested inaily manner 

whatever, if the following articles are strictly complied with :-

Article I. All naval and ordnance stores (public or pri. 

vate) must be immediately given up. 

Art. n. Possession will be immediately taken of all ship. 

ping; ana their furniture must be sent on board by their 

owners without delay. 

Art. III. The vessels that have been sunk must be delivered 

up in the state they were on the 19th of August, the day the 

squadron passed the Kettle-bottoms. 

Art. IV. Merchandize of every description must be instantly 

delivered up; and, to prevent any irregularities that might be 

committed ill its embarkation, the merchants have it in their 

option to load the vessels generally employed for that purpose, 

when they will be towed off by us. 

Art. V. All merchandize that has been removed from Alex

andria since the 19th instant, is to be inclnded in the above 
articles. 
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Art. VI. Refreshments of every description to be supplied 

the ships, and paid for at the market price, by bills on the 
British government. 

Art. VII. Oflkers will be appointed to sec that articles, 

Nos. II. III. IV. and V. are strictly complied with; and 
every deviation, or non-compliance on the part of the inha. 

bitants of Alexandria, will render this treaty null and void. 

I have the honor to b~, &c. 

JAMES A. GORDON, commander of 

H. M. ship Seahorse, and senior officer 

of H. M. ships before Alexandrhl. 

To the common.council of the town of Alexandria. 

No. 86. 

'The common- council's answer. 

At a meeting of the common. council of Alexandria, on th~ 
29th of August, 1814 : 

The terms proposed to the common.council, by the com

.mander of the squadron of British ships now off Alexandria, 

are acceeded toJ. 
THOMAS HERBERT, president. 

No. '67. 

From Captain Blakeley to the American secretary oj the navy. 

U. S. sloop of war Wasp, at sea, lat. 46° N. 

SIR, long. 160 W. Sept. ll, 1814. 

After a protracted and tedious stay at POrient, had at last 

the pleasure of leaving that place on Saturday, 27th of Au. 

gust. On th .. 30th, captured the British brig Lettice, Henry 

Cockbain, master; and, on thc 31st of August, the British 

brig Bon Accord, Adam Dumo, master. In the morning of 
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the 1st of September, discovered a convoy of 10 sail to. 

leeward, in charge of the Armada, 74, and a bomb-ship; 

stood for them, and succeeded in cutting out the British brig 

lVIal'Y, John D. Allan, master, laden with brass ca.nnon, taken 

from the Spaniards, iron cannon, and military stores, from 

Gibraltar to England; removed the prisoners, set her on fire, 

and endeavoured to capture another of the convoy, but was 

chased off by the Armada. On the evening of- the same day, 

at half-past 6, while going free, discovered four vessels, nearly, 

at the same time, two on the starboard, and two on the lar. 

board-bow, being the farthest to-windward. At 7, the chase, 

a brig, commenced making signals, with flags, which could not 

be distinguished for wa!}t of light, and soon after made various 

ones, with lanterns, rockets, and guns. At 21} minutes after 

9, having the chase under our lee-bow, the 12-pound carro

nade was directed to be fired into him, which he returned; ran 

under his lee-bow to prevent his escaping, and commenced the 

action. At 10 o'clock, believing the enemy to be silenced, 

orders were given to cease firing, when I hailed, and asked if 
he had surrendered. No answer being given to this, and his 

fire baving recommenced, it was again returned. At 12 mi

nutes after ]0, the enemy having suffered greatly, and having 

made no return to our last two broadsides, I hailed him the 

second time, to know if he ha~ surren~er('d, 'when he answered 

in the affirmative. The guns were then ordered to be secured, 

and the boats lowered to take possession. In the act of lower

ing the bOllt, a second brig was discovered, a little {listaD~C 

a.stern, and standing for DS. Sent the crew to their quarters, 

prepared every thing for another action, and awaited his 

coming up." At 36 minutes after 10, discover\ld two more sails 

a-stern, standing towards us. I now felt myself com pelled to 

forego the satisfaction of destroying the prize. Our braces 

having been cut away, we kept off the wind until others could 

be rove, and with the expectation of drawing the. second brig 

from his companions; but in this last we were disappoio.ted. 
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The second brig continued to approach us, until she came close 

to our stern, when she hauled by the wind, fired her broadside, 

which cut our riggiug and sails considerably, and shot away a 

lower main. cross. tree, and retraced her steps to join her con. 

sorts, wheu we were necessitated to abandon the prize. He 

appeared, in every respect, a total wreck. He continued for 

some time firing guns of distress, until, probably, delivered by 

the two last vessels who made their appearance. The second 

brig could have engaged us, if he thought proper, as he neared 

us fast; but contented himself with firing a broadside, and 

ill1mediately returned to his companions. 

It is with real satisfaction I have again the pleasure of bear~ 
ing testimony to the merits of Lieutenants Reilly, Tillinghast, 

Baury, and sailing-master Carr; and to the good conduct of 

every officer and man on board the Wasp. Their divisions 

and departments were attended and supplied with the utmost 
regularity and abundance, which, with the good order main. 

taiued, together with the vivacity and precision of their fire, 
reflects on them the greatest credit. 011 r loss is two killed, and 

oile slightly wounded with a wad. The hull received four round. 

shot, and the fore.mast many grape.shot. Our rigging and 
sails suffered a great deal. Every damage has been repaired 

the day after, with the exception of our sails. 
,_ Of the vessel with whom we were engaged, nothing positive 

can be said with regard to her name or force. While hailing 

him, previous to his being fired into, it was blowing fresh, 
(then goinii 10 knots,) and the name was not distinctly under. 
stood. Of her force, the four shot that struck us are all 

32~pounds in weight, being a ponnd and three.quarters heavier 

than any belonging to this vcssel.*" From this circumstance, 

the number of men in her tops, her general appearance, and 

great length, she is believed to be Olle of the largest brigs in 

the British navy. I have the honor .to be, &c. 

Ho-n. W. Jones, &c. J. BL~KELEY. 
* See p. 10. 
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P. S. I am told the enemy, after his surrender, asked for 

assistance, and said he was sinking. The probability of this 

is confirmed by his firing single guns for some time after his 

capture. 

No. &8. 

American minutes of the action between the U. S. ship I'Vasp, 

J. Blakely, Esq. commander, and H. B. JJl. sloop oj war, 
lat. 30·, long. llo, on the 1st September, 1814. 

At 7 o'clock, called all hands to quarters, and prepared for 

action; 7. 26. hoisted an American jack at the fore, and 

pendant at the main; 7. 30. set the main-sail; 7. 34. per

ceived the chase making signals with lights, &c.; 7. 45. set the 

mizen, and hoisted an American ensign at the peake; 7. 48. 

hoisted a light at the peake, and brailed up the mizen; 7. 54. 

set the mizen to come up with the chase; 8. 3. the chase hauled 

down his lights; 8. 7. burned a blue-light on the fore-castle; 

8. 17. set the flying-jib; 8. 34. hauled down the light at the 

peake; 8. 38. the chase fired a gun from his stern_port; 8.55. 

hauled up the main.sail; 9. 15. set the main-sail; 9. 18. the 

chase fired a gun to the leeward; 9. 20. being then on the 

weather-quarter of the chase, he hailed and enquired "What 

ship is that?" Not answered, but asked" What brig is that 2" 
He replied, "His majesty's brig --." Blowing fresh, the 

name was not distincily understood. He again hailed, and 

asked, " What ship is that?" when he was told to heave to, 

and he would be informed. He repeated his question, and was 

answered to the same effect. Mr. Carr was then sent forward 

to order him to heave to, which he declined doing; at 9. 25. 

the enemy set his fore-top.mast studding-sail; at 9. 26. fired 

the 12-pound carronade, to make him heave-to, when the 

enemy commenced action by firing his larboard guns. We then 

kept away, ran under his lee, and at 9. 29. commenced the 
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action. At 10 o'clock, ordered the men to cease firing, and 

hailed the enemy, to know if he had surrendered; no answer 

was returned to this, he resumed his fire, and we continued 

ours; 10. 10. manned our starboard-guns, and fired three or 

four of them, when orders were again given to cease firing; 

10.12. hailed the enemy, "Have you surrendered?" when 

they answered in the affirmative. "\'Ve were on the eve of 

taking possession, when a sail was descried close on board of 

us: orders were then given to clear the ship for action, which 

were promptly executed. 'Ve were then on the point of wear. 

ing, to engage the second, which we perceived to be a brig of 

war, when, at 10. 26. discovered two more sails, one a-stern,' 

the other one point on our lee-quarter, standing for us; or. 

ders were then given to stand from the strange sails. The first 

sail seen approached within pistol-shot, fired a broadside, and 

cut away ollr lower main-cross.trees, and did other damage, 

and immediately stood for the otller two sails last discovered. 

Continued on our course. 

List of killed and wounded on board the U. S. sloop of z~ar 

the fVasp, Johnson Blalcely, Esq. commandel', in the action 
with H. B.ll'!. sloop of war --, on the 1st of September, 

1814. 

J(illed-J oseph Martin, boatswain; Henry Staples, quarter. 

gunner. 
Wounded-J ames Snellings, seaman; clavicle, or collar. 

bone, fractured by a wad. 

Recapitulation. 

!(illcd •• __ • __ •• ____ • _ •• _ •••• - •• - 2 

'Vonnded •••••• _.- ••• -_ ••••• -~_.- 1 

Tota!. •• __ . __ __ ._ -... 3 

W. M. CLARKE, surgeon! 
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No. S9. 

F,'om Sir James Yeo to JJIr. Croker. 

H. M. &. St. Lawrence, Kingston, 

5lR, S£ptember 24, 1814. 
I have the honor to transmit, for the information of [he 

lords c~mmissioners of the admil DJty, a copy of a letter from 

(;aptaiu Pring, late commander of H. 1\1. brig Linnet. 

It appears to me, and I have good reason to believe, that 
Captain Downie was urged, alld his ship hurried into actioQ, 

before she was in a fit state to meet the enemy. 

I am also of opinion, that there was not the least necessity 

for our squadron giving (he enem y such decided advantages, by 

going into their bay to eDgage them. Eyen had they beep 

lIuecessful, it would not, in the least, have assisted the troops 

in storming the batteries; whereas-, had our troops takcJltheif 

batteries first, it would have obliged the enemy's sq~ladron to 
quit the bay, and given our's a fair chance. 

1 have the bODo.r to be, &c. 

J AI'ilES .LUCAS YEO, commodore~ 
and commander.in.chief. 

J. W. Croker, Esq. &c. &c. 

No. 90. 

From CaptainPril1g to Sir James Yeo. 

u. S. ship Saratoga, Plattsburgh bay, 

SIl~, htke Champlain, Sept. 12, 1814. 

The painful task of making you acquainted with the circum. 

stances attending (fie capture of H. M. squadron yesterday, by 
that of the Amel'icans, under Commodore Macdonough, it 
grieves me to state, becomes my duty to perform, from the 
ever-to-be.lamented loss of that worthy and gallant officer, 

Captain Downie, who unfortunately fell early in the action. 
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In consequence of the earnest solicitation of his excellency 

Sir George Prevost, for the co.operation of the naval force 

on this lake to attack that of the enemy, who were placed for 

the support of their, works at Plattsburg, which, it was pro

'posed, should be stormed by the troops at the same moment 

that the naval action should commence in the bay, everypossi_ 

blaexertion was used to accelerate the armament of the new 

ship, that the military movements might not be postponed, at 

such an advanced season of the year, longer than was abso. 

liite}yMcessary. 

On the 3d instant, I was directed to pFoceed, in command 

of the flotilla of gun-boats, to protect the .left-Hank of our 

army advancing towards PIattsburg; and, on the day follow: 

jog,' after taking possession of, and paroling the militia of isla 

de Motte, I caused a battery of three long IS-pounder guns 

to be constructed, for the support of bur position abreast of 

fJittleChazy ,where the supplies for the army were ordered to 
be landed. 

The fleet came up on the 8th instant, but, for want of stores 

for:the equIpment of the guns, could not move forward until 

the lIth. Atday~light ,,:e weighed,and, at 7, were in full 

view of the enemy's fleet, consisting of a ship,' brig,schooner, 

and one sloop, moored inlille a.breast of their encampment, 

with a division of five gun_boats Qn each flank. At 40 minutes 

past 7, after the officers commanding vessels, and the flotilla, 

had received their final instrilctionsas to the plan, of attack, 

we made saiLin order of battle. 

Captain])ownie had determined on laying his ship a,thwart

h~w~e ~f the enemy's, dire~ting LieutenantM'Ghee,' of the 

Cb~!J!J; 10 Sl!pport me iIi theLiollet, in engaging the brig to 

the right; and Lieutenullt Hicks,of the ~FincJl, with the tio., 

till a of <run-boats, to attack the schooner and sloop, on th .. 
.::.-1.1 _c::, D - ~ 

left of theenem y's !ille. 
" At 8,. the enemy's gun_boats and, smaller vcsscl£, commenced 

a heavyaudgallir;g fire on our line. At 10 minutes after' 8, 
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the Confiance, having had two anchors shot away from her lar. 

board. bow, and the wind baffling, was obliged to anchor, 

(though not in the situation proposed,) within two cables' 

Jength of her adversary. The Linnet and Chubb soon after. 

wards took their allotted statiolls, something short of that· 

distance: w hen the crews Oil both sides cheered, and com. 

menced a spirited and close action. A shol:t time, however, 

deprived me of the valuable services of Lieutenant M'Ghee; 

who, from having his cables, bowsprit, and msin.boom shot 

away, drifted within the enemy's line, and was obliged to 

surrender. 

From the light airs, and smoothness of the water, the fire 
on both sides proved very destructive, from the commencement 

of the engngement; and, with the exception of the brig, th,lt 

of the enemy appeared united against the Confiancc. 

After two hours' severeconfiict with our opponent, she cut 

her cable, ran down, and took shelter between the ship and 

schooner, which enabled us to direct our fire against the divi. 

sion of the enemy's gun.boats, and ship, which had so long 

annoyed us, during our close engagement with the brig, with. 

out any retnrn on our part. At this time the fire of the 

enemy's ship slackened considerably, having several of her 
guns dismounted; wIlen she cut her cable, and winded her 

larboard. broadside to bear on thc Confiance, who in vain en. 

deavoured to effect thc same operation. At 33 minutes after 

10, I was much distressed to observe the Confiance had struck 

her colours. 

The whole attention of the enemy's force thcn became di. 

rected towards the Linnet. The shattered and disabled state 

of the masts, sails, rigging, and yards, prccluded ihe most 

distant llO[lC of being ablc to effect an escape by cutting the 

cable: thc result of doing so must, in a few minutes, have 

been, her drifting alongside the enemy's vessels, close under 

our lee; but, in hope that the flotilla of gun-boats, who had 

abandoned the object assigned them, would perceive our want., 



APPENDIX. cJix 

and comE' to our assistance, which would afford a reasonable 

prospect of being towed clear, I determined to resist the then 

destructive cannonading of the whole of the enemy's fleet, 

and, at the same time, dispatched Lieutenant Drew to ascertain 
the state of the Con fiance. 

At 45 minntes after 10, was apprised of the irreparable loss 

she had snstained by the death of her brave commander, 

(whose merits it would be presumption in me to extol,) as 

welt as the great slaughter which had taken place on board; 

and, observing from tile manreuvres of the flotilla, that I conld 

enjoy no further expectation of relief, the situation of my 

gallant comrades, who had so nobly fought, and were even 

now fast falling by my side, demanded the surrender of H. M. 

brig entrusted to my command, to prevent a useless waste of 

valnable lives; and, at the request of the surviving officer$· 

and men, I gave the painful orders for the colours to bo 

struck. 

Lieutenant IIicks,of the Finch, had the mortification to 

strike on a reef of rocks to the eastward of Crab island; about 

the middle of the engagement, which prevented his rendering 

that assistance to the squadron, that might, from an officer of 

such ability, have been expected. 

The misfortune which this day beCei us, by capture, will, 

sir, I trust, apologize for the lengthened detail, which, in jus. 

tiee to the sufferers, I have deemed it necessary to give of the 

particulars which led to it; and, when it is taken into consi. 

deration, that the Confiance was 16 days before on the stocks, 

with an unorganized crew, composed of several drafts of men, 

who had recently arrived from different ships at Quebec, many 

< of w hom only joined the day before, and were totally un. 

known either to the officers or to each other, with the want of 

glln.locks, as well as other necessary appointments, not to be 

procured in this country, I trust you will fecI satisfied of the 

decided ad rautage the enemy possessed, exclusive of their great 

superiority in point of force, a comparative statement of which 
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I have the hOllor to annex.*" It now becomes the mast pleas. 

ing part of my present duty, to notice to YOIl the i1etermined 

skill and bravery of the officers and men in this unequal con. 

test; bu t it grieves me to state, that the loss sustained in main. 

taining it has been so great. That of the enemy, I unilerstand, 

amounts to something more than ihe same number. 

The fine style in which Captain Downie conducted the squa. 

dron into action, amidst a tremendous fire, without returning 

a shot, until secured, reflects the greatest credit to his memory, 

for his judgment and coolness; as also for Lieutenauts M'Ghee 

;lind Hicks, for so strictly attending to his example and instruc. 

tions. Their own accounts of the capture of their respective 

vessels, as well a~ that of Lieutenant Robertson, who suc. 

ceeded to the command of the Can fiance, will, I feel assured, 

do ample justice to the merits of the officers and meu serving 

under their immediate command; bllt I cannot omit noticing 

the individual conduct of J.ieutenants Robertson, Creswicl" 

and Hornby, and Mr. Bryden, master, for their particular 

exertio~ in endeavouring to bring the Con fiance's starboard. 

$ide to he::r on the enemy, after most of their guns were dis. 

mounteil on the other. 

It is impossible for me to express to you my admiration of 

the officers and crew serving under my personal orders. Their 

-{'oolness and steadiness, the effect of which was proved by 

their irresistible fire directed towards the brig opposed to us, 

claim my warmest acknowledgments; but more particularly 

for preserving the same, so long after the whole strength of 

the enemy had been directed against the Ijnnet alone. My 

first lieutenant, Mr. ~Tilliall1 Drew, whose merits I have before 

had the honor to report to you, behaved on this occasion in 

the most exemplary manner. 

By the death of Mr. Paul, acting ~econd lieutenan!-, the 

ser,ice has been deprived of a most valuable and brave officer: 

~ By some lllista1.c, not forwardeu with the despatches. 
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he fell early in the action. Great credit is due to Mr. Giles, 

purser, for volunteering his services on deck; to Mr. Mitchell, 

surgeon, for the skill he e"inced in performing some amputa_ 

tions required at the moment, as well as his great attention to 

the wounded during the action; at the close of which the 

water was nearly a foot abovc' the lower-deck, from the num_ 

ber of shot which struck her between wind and water. I 
have to regret the loss of the boatswain, Mr. J ackwn, w 110 
was killed a few minutes before the action terminated. The 

assistance I received from Mr. Muckle, the gunner, and also 

fr~in Mr. Cl~rke, master's-mate, Messrs. Towke and Sinclair, 

midshipmen, (the latter of whom was wounded in the head,) 

and Mr. Guy, my clerk, will, I hope, recommend them, as 

well as the whole of my gallant little crew, to your notice. 

I 113VC much satisfaction in making you acquainted with the 

humane treatment the wounded have received from Commodore 

Macdonough; they were immediately removed to his own hos. 

pital on Crab island, ancI were furnished with every requisite. 

His generous and polite attention also to myself, the officers 

and men, will ever hereafter be gratefully remembered. In_ 
closed I beg'leave to transmit you the return of k,iIled and 

wounded; and have the honor, &c. 
DANIEL PRING, captain, late of 

H. M. sloop Linnet. 

Sir James Lucas Yeo, &c. &c . 

..4. statement of the enemy's squadron engaged 'leitll H.M. lair; 

8ljuadron on lalee Champlain, September ll, 1814. 

Ship Saratoga, of eight loug 24-pounders, twelve 32-pound 

carronades, six 42-pound carronades. 
Brig Eagle, of eight long IS-pounders, twelve 32-pound 

carronadcs. 
Sohooner Ticonderago, of four long 18-pound\!fs, ten l~. 

ponnders, three 32-pound carronadcs. 

Cutter Preble, of seven long 9-pounders. 
m 



chii APPENDIX. 

Six gun. boats, of one long 24-pounder, one IS-pounder 

earronatlc. 
Four gun-boats, of one long I2-poullder each. 

Impossible to ascertain the number of men. 

A relum of the killed and wounded on board II. l1f. lale 

squadron, 8;c. 

Confiance-3 officers, 38 seamen and marines, killed; 1 

officer, 39 seamen and marines, wounded. 

Linnet-:~ officers, 8 seamen, killed; 1 officer, 13 seamen 

and marines, wounded. 
Chubb-G seamen and marines, killed; 1 officer, 15 seamen 

and marines, wounded. 

Ji'inch-2 seamen and marines, woundetl.-TotaII29. 

From the Confiance's crew having been landed immediately 

after the action, no opportunity lIas offered to muster. ThE) 

number stated is the whole' as yet ascertained to have been 

killed aud wounded. 

No. 91. 

From Commodor'e lfIacdonough to the American secretarv of 
the navy. 

U. S. ship Saratoga, off Plattsburg, 

SIR, September ll, ISH. 
The Almighty has been pleased to graut us a signal victory 

on lake Chaulplain, in the capture of OIle frigate, one bri~, 

and two sloops of war, of the enemy. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

T. :lVIACDONOUGH, commodore. 

Hon. ""V. Jones, secretary of the navy, &c. 
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No. 92. 

From the same to the same. 

U. S. ship Saratoga, Plattsburg bay, 
SIR, September 13, 1814. 

I have the honor to give you the particulars of the action 

which took place on the 11th instant, on this lake. 

For several days the enemy were on their way to Platts. 

burg, by land and water, and it being well understood that an 

attack would be made, at the same time, by their land and 

nav.al forces, I dctermined to wait at anchor the approach of 

the latter. At 8 A.M. - the look-out boat announced the ap

proach of the enemy. At 9, he anchored in a line a-head, at 

about 300 yards distance from my Iiue; his ship opposed to 

the Saratoga; his brig to the Eagle, Captain R. Henley; his 

galleys, 13 in number, to the schooner, sloop, and a division 

of our galleys; one of his sloops assisting their ship and hrig, 

the other, tlreir galleys; our remaining galleys with the Sara

toga and Eagl~. 
- In this situation, the whole force on both sides became en

gaged, the Saratoga suffering much from the heavy fire of the 

Confiance. I could perceil'e at the same time, however, that 

our fire was 'Very destructive to her. The Ticonderoga, Lt. 

Com. Cassin, gallantly sustained her full share of the action. 

At half-past 10 o'clock the Eagle, not being able to bring her 

gun$ to bear, cut her cable, and anchored in a more -eligible 

situation, between my ship and the Ticonderoga, where she 

:ferymueh annoyed the enemy, but, unfortunately, leaving me 

exposed to a galling fire from the enemy's brig. Our guns' on 

the starboard.side being nearly all dismou,nted, or not manage_ 

able, a stern.anchor was let go, the bower-cable cut, '~nd the 

ihip winded with a fresh ,broadside on the enemy's ship,'which 

~oon after surrendered. OUf broadside was then sprung to 

hear on the brig, which surrendered in about 15 minutes after. 

m2 
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The sloop that was opposed to the Eagle had struck some 

time before, and drifted down the line, the sloop, which was 

with their galleys, having struck also. Three of their galleys 

are said to be sunk; the others pulled off. Onr galleys were 

about obeying, with alacrity, the signal to follow them, when 

all the vessels were reported to me in a sinking state. It then 

became necessary to annul the signal to the galleys, and order 

their men to the pumps. 

I could only look at the enemy's galleys going off in a shat. 

tered condition, for there was not a mast in either sqnadron 

that could stand to make sail on; the lower rigging being all 

shot away, hung down as though it had been just placed over 

the mast-heads. 

The Saratoga had 55 round_shot in her hull; the CO.llfiance 

105. The enemy's shot passed principaUy just over. our 

heads, as there were not 20 whole hammocks in the nettings at 

the close of the action; which laste«;l, without interQ1issiJJn~ 

two hours and 20 minutes. 

The absence and sickness of Ueut~nant R. Perry, left me 

without the services of that excellent officer. Much ougM 

fairly to be attributed to him, for his care and attention in dis. 

ciplining the ship's crew, as her first lieutenant. His place 

was filled by a gallant young officer, Lieutenant P, Gamble, 

who, I regret to inform you, was killed early in the actron. 

Acting.lientenant Vallette worked the first and second. divi. 

lions of guns with able effect. Sailing-master Brun's attention 

to the springs, and in the execution of the order to wind thi 

ahip, and occasionally at the guns, meets with my entire ap, 

probation; also Captain Young's commanding the acting 

marines, who took his men to the guns. Mr. Beale, purser, 

was of great service at the guus, and in carrying my orden; 

throughout the ship, with Midshipman Montgomery. Master's~ 

mate Joshua Justin had command of the third division: his 

conduct, during the action, was that of a brave and correct 

oili!;llr. Midshipmen ;Mooteath, Grilham, Williamson, .Platt, 
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Thwing, and Acting.midshlpman BallVin, all behaved well, and 
gave evidence of their making valuable officers. 

The Saratoga was twice set on fire by hot shot from the 
enemy's ship. 

I close, sir, this communication, with feelillgs of gratitude, 
for the able support I received from every officer and man 

attached to the squadron which I. have the honor to command. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

T. MACDONOUGH. 
Han. W. Jones, secretary of the navy. 

P. S. Accompanying this is a list of killed and wounded; a 
list of prisoners; (not published;) and a precise statement of 

both forces engaged. Also letters from Captain Henley, and 

Veut. Com. Cassin. 

Recapitulation of killed and wounded; (the names having been 
first given:) 

Saratoga •••••• , •• - •••• 

Eagle ••••.••••••••••• 

Ticonderoga •••• , •.••• 

Preble .••..•••••••••• ', 
Borer ••••..••••••.••. 

Centipede , .......... .. 

Will)ler '!' ........ -"!'_ ..... . 

Total ....... . 

KilIe~. Wounded. 

28 

13 

6 

2 
3 

o 
o 

52 

29 

20 

6 

o 
1 

1 

1 

58 

Gun.boats-Nettle, Allen, Viper, Burrows, Ludlow, AI. 

wyn, Ballard, none killed or wounded. 

GEORGE BEALE, jun. pumr. 
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Statement of the American force engaged on the 11th oj 

September, IS14. 

Ship Saratoga-eight long 24.pounders, six 42.pound car. 

ronades, and twelve 32.pound carronades • _ •••••••. 26 

Brig Eagle-twelve 32-pound carronades, and 8 long 18-
pounders • __ •.• _ •• •••• ___ _ • _ •. __ .. __ •. __ • _... 20 

Schooner Ticonderoga-eight long 12- pounders, four long 

IS· pounders, and five 32.pound carronades .• _ .•• _. 17 

Six row.gallies-one long 24, and one short IS-pounder, 
each ••••. __ •• __ •• __ •. __ • __ ••. __ •.•..• __ •.••• 12 

FQur row.gallies-one long 12.pounder •••.•••• _..... 4 
Sloop Preble-seven long 9. pounders •• _ •.• _ ••• _ •• __ • 7 

Total, guns .......... _ ..... __ •. 86 

Statement of the enemy's force, t,"c. 

Frigate Con fiance-twenty. seven long 24.pounders, four 

32-pound carronades, six 24. p'ound carronades, and 

two long 1 S· pounders on the berth-deck •• _ •••.. _. 39 

Brig Linnet-sixteen long 12. pounders .• _. • •• . • • •• . ••• 16 

Sloop Chu]Jb-ten IS. pound carronades, one long 6. 
pounder •• _ •.••..•• _ •• _ •.••••• _ •• _ ••..••.. _. II 

Sloop Finch-six IS-pound carronades, one IS. pounder, 
(columbiad,) and one long f).pounder __ •• _. _., __ • 11 

Three galleys; viz.-Sir James Yeo, Sir George Prevost, 

Sir Sydney Beckwith, one long 2-1-poundcr, and one 
32.pound carronade, each ___ ... _., _"' •... ___ ., _ 6 

Broke-one IS.pounder, and one 32-pound carronade •• '2 

Murray-one I8.pounder, and one IS·pound carronarlc.. '2 

"Wellington, Tecumscth, and one other, (name unknown,) 
-one 18-pounder, each .. _ •.• _ ••.•... _ .•••• ___ . 3 

Drummond, Simcoe, and three others, (names unknown,) 
one 32. poufill carronade, each ______ ..... ____ • _' 5 

Total, guns ••••.•••• ____ ••••••• 95 
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List of British officers captured, Ojc. and sent to Grecnblish : 

consisting of 
(Besides Captain Daniel Pring, on parole:) 8 lieutenants, 

1 master, 2 surgeons, 1 assistant ditto, 2 master's mates, 4 

midshipmen, '2 pursers, 1 captains clerk, 1 boatswain) 2 gun. 

ners, and 1 carpenter :-total 26. 

No. 93. 
From Captain Youngs to Commodore Macdonough. 

U. S. ship Saratoga, Lake Champlain, 

SIR, September 13, 1814. 

I have the honor of enclosing to you a list of killed amI 

wounded troops of the line, (acting marines on board th~ 

squadron Lake Champlain,) in the action of the 11th instant. 

In attempting to do justice to the brave officers and men I 

have had the honor to command, my feeble abilities fall far 

short of my wishes. First Lieuteuant Morrison, 33d infan

try, stationed on board the U. S. brig Eagle," was wounded, 

but remained on deck during the action, animating his men by 

his hononrable conduct. Second Lieutenant James Young, 

6th infantry, on board the U. S. schooner Ticonderoga merits 

PlY warmest thanks: I wonld particnlarly recommend him to 

your notice. Second .Lieutenant Wm. B. Howell, 15th infan

try, in the U. S. slli p Saratoga, rendered me every assistance; 

'notwithstanding his having been confined for ten days of a fever, 

yet, at the commencement of the action he was found on 

deck, and continued until the enemy had struck, when he was 

borne to his bed. I would also recommend him to your notice. 

The conduct of the non_commflssioned officers and privales 

was so highly honorable to their country and themwlves, it 

would be superfluous to particularize them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
WHITE YOUNGS, captain 15th infantry, 

\ 

commanding detachment of acting marines, 

Commodore T. Macdonough, &c. 

L List referred to nut IJlru/c Jlublic. ] 
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No. 94. 

Sentence oj court.martial on Captain Pring, the surviving 
officers, 8;c.-28th August, 1815. 

The court having maturely weighed the evidence, is of opi. 

nion, that the capture of H. M. S. Confiance, and the remain. 

der of the squadron, by the American squadron, was princi_ 

pally caused by the British squadron having been nrged into 

battie previous to its being in a proper state to meet the 

enemy; by the promised co-operation of the land forces not 

being carried into effect, alld by tIle pressing letters of their 

commaTlder-in.chief, whereby it appears that he had on the 

10th of September, 1814, only waited for the naval attack to 

storm the enemy's works: that the signal of the approach on 

.the fpllowing day, was made by the scaling of the guns, as 

~ettled between Captail! Downie a!ld Major C9ote; and the 

promised co-operation communicated to the other o1Jicers and 

crews of the British squadron before the commen~eJUent of the 
action. The court, however, is of opinion, that the attack 

would have been attended with more effect, if a part of the 

gun-boats had not withdrawn themselves from the action, and 

others of the vessels had not been prevented by bafiling winds 

from getting into the stations assigned them: that Captain 

Pring of the Linnet, and Lieutenant Robertson, who suc

ceeded to the command of the Confiance, after the lamented 

fate of Captain Downie, (whose conduct was marked by the 

greatest valor,) and Lieutenant C. Bell, commandillg the Mllr

ray, and Mr. Robertson, commanding the Beresford, gun

boats, who appeared to take their trial at this court-martial, 

conducted themselves with great zeal, bravery, and ability, 

during the action: that Lieutenant W. Hicks, commanding 

the Fihch, also conducted himself with becoming bravery: 

that the other surviving officers and ships' crew, except Liel\

tenant M'Ghie of the Chubb, who has not appeared here to take 
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pis trial, also conducted themselves with bravery; and that 

Captain Pring, Lieutenant Robertson, Lieutenant Hicks, 

Lieutenant C. Bell, and Mr. J. Robertson, and the rest of the 

surviving officers and ships' company, except Lieutenant 

M'Ghie, ought to be most honorably acquitted; and t4ey are 

hereby most honorably acquitted accordingly. 

No. 95, 

Sentence on Lielttenant M'Ghie, on the 18th of September, 
1815. 

The court having heard the circumstances, determined, that 

the Chubb was not properly carried into action, nor anchored 

so as to do the most effectual service; by which neglect, she 
drifted into the line of the enemy: that it did not appear, 

however, that there was any want of courags in Lientenant 

M'Ghie; and therefore, tile court did only adjudge him to be 
ieverel y reprimanded. 

No. 96. 

Vote of congress. 

The congress of tbe United States resolved, that their thanks 

be presented to Commmodore Macdonough, and through him to 

. the officers, petty-officers, seamen, marines, and infantry ser
ving as marines, attached to the squadron under his command, 

.for the decisive and splendid victory gained on Lake Cham
plain; that gold medals be struck, eniblematical of the action 

between the two squadrons, and presented to Commodore 

Macilonough, Captain R. Heuley, and Lieuteuant Stephen 

Cassin; that silver medals, &c. 
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No. 97. 

From Rear.admiral Cockburn to Vice-admiral Cochran(', 

Sm, H. M. S. Severn, in the Patapsco, Sept. 15. 
In furtherance of the instructions I had the honor to rc~ 

ccive from you on the 11 th instant, I landed at day-light of the 

12th, with Major-general Ross, and the force under his com

mand, at a place the general and myself had previously fixed 

llpon, near to North Point, at the entrance of the Patapsco, 

and in conformily with his wishes, I determined on remaining 

on shore, and accompanying the army to render him every 

assistance within my power during the contemplated movements 

and operations; therefore, so soon as our landing was com. 

pleted, I directed Captain Nourse of this ship, to advauce up 

the Patasco with the frigates, sloops, anli bomb.ships, to born. 

bard the fort, and threaten the water-approach to Baltimore; 

and I moved on the army, and seamen (under Captain E. 
Crofton) attached to it, on the direct road leading to the 

above.mentioncd town. 'Ve had advanced about five miles 

without other occurrence than taking prisoners a few light. 

horse-men; when the general and myself being with the ad. 

vanced guard, observed a division of the enemy posted at a turn. 

o ing of the road, extending into a wood on our left; a slmrp 

fire was almost immediately opened upon us from it, and as 

quickly returned with considerable effect by onr advanced 

guard, which pressing steadily forward, soon obliged the enemy 

to run off with the utmost precipitation, leaving behind him 

several men killed and wounded; but it is with the most 

hearlfelt sorrow I have to add, that in this short and desultory 

skirmish, my gallant and highly valued friend the major-gene. 

ral received a musket ball through his arm into his brea'st, 

which proved fatal to him on his way to the water. side for 
re-embarkation. 

Our country, sir, has lost illhim one of its best and bravest 
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soldiers, and those who knew him, as I did, a friend most 

honoured and beloved; and I trust, sir, I may be forgiven for 

considering it a sacred duty lowe to him to mention here, 

that whilst his wounds were binding up, and w~ were placing 

him on the bearer, which was to carry him off the field, he 

assure,d me, the wounds he had received in the performance of 

his duty to his country, can sed him not a pang; but he felt 

alone, auxiety for a wife and family dearer to him than his 

life, whom in the event of the fatal termination he foresaw, he 

recommended to the protection and notice of his majesty's 

government and the country. 

Colonel Brooke, on whom the command of the army now 

devolved, having come ,up, and tIle body of our troops having 

closed with the advance, the whole proceeded forward abol:\t 

two miles further, where we 'observed the enemy in force 

drawn up before us, apparently about six or seven thousand 

strong; on perceiving our army he filed off into a large and 

extensive wood on his right; from which he commenced a 

cannonade on us from his field_pieces, and drew np his meJ;l 

behind a thick paling, where he appeared determined to make 

his stand. Our field-guns answered his with evident advantage, 

and as soon as Colonel -Brooke had made the necessary dis,

positions, the attack was ordered, and executed in the highest 

style possible. The enemy opened his musketry on us from 

his whole line, immediately that we approached within reach 

of it, and he kept up his fire till we reached and entered the 

wood, when he gave way in every direction, and was chased 

by us a considerable distance with great slaughter; abandon

ing his post of the Meeting House, situa.ted in this wood, 

and leaving all his wounded and two of his field-guns in our 

possession. 
An advance of this description against superior numbers of 

an enemy so posted, could not be effected withQut loss. I 

have the honor to enclose a return of what has been suffered 

by those of the naval department, acting with the army o~ 
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this occasion; and it is, sir, with the greatest pride and plea .. 

sure, I report to you that the brigade of seamen with 

small arms commanded by Captain Edward Crofton, assisted 

hy Captains Sullivan, Money, and Ram£ey, (the three senior 

commanders in the fleet) who commanded divisions under him, 

behaved with a gallantry and steadiness '" hich would have 

done honor to the oldest troops, and which attracted the 

admiration of the army. The seamen under Mr. Jackson, 

master's mate of the Tonnant, attached to the rocket.brigade, 

commanded by the first lieutenant, Lawrence, of the marines, 

behaved also with equal skill and bravery. The marines, 

landed from the ships under the command of Captain Robyn's, 

th'e senior officer of that corps, belonging -to the fieet, behaved 

with their usual gal/an try. 

Although, sir, in making to you my report of this action, 

I know it is right I should confine myself to mentioning only 

the conduct of those belonging to the naval department, yet I 

may be excused for venturing further to s,tate to you, gene. 
rally, the high admiration with which I viewed the conduct 

of the w hole army, and the ability and gallantry with 

which it was managed and headed by its brave tolonel, which 
ensured to it the success it met with. 

The night being fast approaching, and the troops much 

fatigued, Colonel Brooke determined on remaining for the 

night on the field of battIe, and on the morning of the 13th, 

leaving a small guard at the Meeting House to collect and pro. 

tect the wounded, we again moved forwards towards Balti. 

more; on approaching which, it was found to be defended by 

extremely strong worl,s on every side, and immediately in 

front of us by an extensive hill, on which was an eutrenched 

camp, and great quantities of artillery; and the information 

we collected, added to what we observed, gave us reason to 

believe, there were at least, within their works, from 15 to-

20,000 men. Colonel Brooke lost no time in reconnoitering 

these defenses, after which he made his arrangement fot storm~ 
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iog du,ring the ensuing night, with his gallant little army, tha 

entrenched camp in our front, notwithstanding all the difficul. 

ties whi.ch it presented. The subsequent communications 

which we opened with you, however, induced him to relinquish 

again the idea, and therefore yesterday morning the army, 
retired leisurely to the Meetiug House, where it halted for 

some hours, to make the necessary arrangements respectiug 

the wouuded, aud the prisoners takeu on the 12th, which 
being completed, it made a fu, cher short movement in tha 

evening towards the place where it disembarked, and where it 
arrived this morning for re-embarkation, withont suffering tho 

llightest molestation from the enemy; who, in spite of his 

superiority of number, did not even venture to look at us 
during this slow and deliberate retreat. 

As you, sir, were in person with the advanced frigates, 
.Ioops, and bomb-vessels, and as, from the road the army 
took, I did not see them after quitting the beach, it wonld 
be superfluous for me to make any report to you respecting 
them. I have now, therefore, only to assure you of my 
entire satisfaction and approbation of the conduct of every 

officer and man employed under me, during the operations 
above detailed, and to express to you how particularly I con. 

5idermyself indebted to Captain Edward Crofton, (acting cap

tain of the Royal Oak,) for the gallantry, ahility, and zeal, 
with which he led on the brigade of seamen in the action of tM 

12th, and executed all the other services with which he has 
IJeen entrusted since our landing; to Captain White, acting 

captain of the Albion, who attended me as my aid-de-camp 

the whole time, and rendered me every possible assistance; to 

Captains Sullivan, Money, and Ramsay, who commanded 

.divisionli of the brigade of seamen; to Lieutenant James .Scott, 

Qf the Albion, whom I have had such frequent cause to men. 

tion to you on former occas~ons, and who in the battle of the 

1 'tth, oommanded a division of seamen, and behaved most gal. 

la~tly, gccasionally also acting as all extra aid-de-t;amp to· 
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myself. Captain Robyns, who commanded the marines of the 

fleet, and who was severely wonnded during the engagement, 

I also beg to recommend to your favorable notice and consi

deration; as well as Lieutenant George C. U rmston, of the 

Albion, whom I placed in command of the smaller boats, to 

endeavour to keep up a communication between the army and 

navy, which he effected by great perseverance, and thereby 

rendered us most essential service. In short, sir, every indio 

vidual seemed animated with equal anxiety to distinguish him. 

self by good conduct on this occasion; and I trust, therefore, 

the whole will be deemed worthy of your approbation. Cap_ 

tain Nourse of the Severn, was good enough to receive my flag 

for this service; he rendered me great assistance in getting the 

ships to the different stations within the river; and when the 

storming of the fortified hill was contemplated, he hastened to 

my assistance with a reinforcement of seamen and marines; 

and I should consider myself wanting in candour and justice, 

did I not particularly point out, sir, to you, the high opinion 

I entertain of the enterprise and ability of this valuable officer, 

not only for his conduct on this occasion, but on the very 

many others on which I.have employed him, since with me in 
the Chesapeake. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

GEORGE COCKBURN. 
Vice.admiral the Hon. Sir A. Cochrane, K. B. 

commander-in-chief, &c. &c. 

No. 98. 

From Colonel Brooke, to Vice-admiral CochraM. 

DEAR SIl~, 

I beg leave to be allowed to state to YOIl, how much. I feel 

indebted to Capiain Crofton, commanding the brigade of sailors 



APPENDIX. 

from his majesty's ships under your command, as also to 

Captains Sullivan, Money, and Ramsay, for their very great 

exertions in performing every formation made by his majesty's 

troops; Jlaving seen myself those officers expose themselves in 

the hottest of the enemy's fire, to keep their men in liue of 

march with the disciplined troops. The obedient and steady 

conduct of the sailors, believe me sir, excited the admiration 

of every individual of the army, as well as my greatest grati. 
tude. 

Believe me to be, dear sir, &c. 

A. BROOKE. 
Vice-admiral the Hon. Sir A. Cochrane, K. B. 

commander-in_chief, &c. &c. 

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of naval and marine 
brigades. 

Killed, 7 ; wounded, 48; missing, 1 :-total, 56. 

No. 99. 

From Captain Lockyer to Vice-admiral Cochrane. 

H. M. sloop Sophie, Cat-island roads, 

Sm, December 18, 1814. 

I beg leave to inform you, that in pursuance of your orders, 

the boats of the squadron which you did me the honor to place 

under my command, were formed into three divisions, (the' 

:6;st, headed by myself; the second, by Captain Montresor, 
bf the Manley; and the third,by Captain Roberts, of the 

Meteor,) and proceeded, on the night of the 12th instant, 

from the frigate's anchorage, in quest of the enemy's flotilla. 

After' ~ very tedious row of 36 hour~, during which the 

enemy attempted to escape from us, the wind fortunately 

obliged him to anchor off St. Joseph's island, and nearing him 

on the morning of the 14th, I discovered his force to consist 
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of five gun-vessels, of the largest dimensions, which wer" 

moored in a line a-breast, with springs on their cables, and 

boarding-nettings triced up, evidently prepared for our re

ception. 
Observing also, as we approached the flotilla, an armed 

sloop endeavouring to join them, Captain Roberts, who volun_ 

teered to take her, with part of his division, succeeded in 

cutting her off, and capturing her without much opposition. 

About 10 o'clock, having closed-to within long gun-shot, I 

directed the boats to come to a grapnel, and the people to get 

their breakfasts; and, as soon as they had finished, we again 

took to our oars, and pulling up to the enemy, against a 

strong current, running at the rate of nearly three miles an 

hour, exposed to a heavy and destructive fire of round and 

grape. About noon I had the satisfaction of closing with tne 

commodore, in the Seahorse's barge. After several minutes' 

obstinate resistance, in which the greater part of the officers 

and crew of this boat were either killed or wounded, (myself 

amongst the latter, severely,) we succeeded in boarding, and 

being seconded by the Seahorse's first barge, commanded by 
Mr. White, midshipman, and aided by the boats of the Ton
nant, commanded by Lieutenant Tatncll, we soon carried her, 

and tnrned her guns with good effect upon the remaining four. 

During this time Captain Montrcsor's division was making 

every possible exertion to close with the enemy, and with "the 

assistance of the other boats, then joined by Captain Roberts~ 

in about five minutes we had possession of the whole of thlt 

flotilla. 

I haye to lament the loss of many of my brave and. gallant 

companions, \,ho gloriously fell in this attack; but consider

ing the great strength of the enemy's vessels, (whose force ig 

ulluefilcath described,) and their s.tate of preparation, we have 
by no means Stl ffered so severely as might have been expected. , 

I am under the greatest obligations to the officers, seameD! 

and marines, I had (he honor to command on i.h;~ occasion, to 
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whose gallantry and exertions the service is indebted for the 

capture of these vessels: any comments of mine would fall 

short of the praise due to them. I am especially indebted to 

Captains Montresor and Roberts, for their advice and assist

ance: they are entitled to more tban I can say of them, and have 

my best thanks for the admirable style in which they pushed 

on "l'ith their divisions to the capture of the remainder of the 

enemy's flotilla. In an expedition of this kind, where gO many 

were concerned, and so much personal exertion and bravery 
was diplayed, I find it impossible to particularize every indivi. 

dual who distinguished himself, and deserves to be well spoken 

of; but I feel it my duty to mention those, whose behaviour 

fell immediately under my own eye. 

Lieutenant George Pratt, second of the Seahorse, who com= 

manded that ship's boats, and was in the same boat with me, 

conducted himself to that admiration which I cannot suffici

ently express. In liis attempt to board the enemy he was 

several times severely wounded; and, at last, so dangerously, 

that I fear the service will be deprived of this gallant and pro

mising yonng officer. 
I cannot omit to mention also the conduct of Lieutenants 

TaineIl and Roberts, of the Tonnant, particularly the former, 

who, after having his boat sunk alongside, got into another, 

and gallantly pushed on to the attack of the remainder of the 

flotilla. Lieutenant Roberts was wounded in closing with th~ 

enemy. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

NICHOLAS LOCKYER. 

No.1, gun_vessel-one long 24.pounuer, four 12-pOlmdcf 

carronaues, and four swivels, with a complement of 45 men; 

Captain Jones, commodore. 
No.2, gun_vessel-one long 32-pounder, six long 6~ 

pounders, two 5.inch howitzers, and fonr swivels, with a c;o,y:u,. 

plement of 45 men; Lieutenant M'Ives. 
n 
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No.3, gun.vessel-one long 24.pounder, four long 6. 

pounders, and four swivels, with a complement of 45 men. 

No.4, gun.vessel-one long 24-pounder, four 12.pounder 

carronades, with, a complement of 45 men. 

No.5, gun.vessel-one long 24_pounder, four 12-pounder 

carronades, with a complement of 45 men. 

No.6, armed sloop-one long 6.pounder, two 12-pounder 

carronades, with a complement of 20 men. 

NICHOLAS LOCK YER • 

.A. list of the killed and wounded in the boats of H. l1I. ships, 
at the capture of the American gun_vessels near Nliw 
Orleans. 

Tonnant-l able seaman, '2 ordinary seamen, killed; ] lieu. 

tenant, 4 midshipmen, 4 able seamen, 4 ordinary, '2landmen, 

3 private marineSl, wounded. 

N orge-l quarter-master killed; 1 master's.mate, 4 able 

seamen, 3 ordinary seamen, 1 private marine, wounded. 

Bedford-l seaman killed; '2 lieutenants, 1 master's.mate, 

~ seamen, wounded. 

Royal Oak-l seaman wounded. 

Ramillies-4 seamen killed; 9 seamen wounded. 

Armide-l seaman killed. 

Cydnus-l midshipman, 1 seaman, '2 private marines, 

wounded. 

Seahorse-l midshipman, 1 volunteer of the fir~t class, 1 

able seaman, 1 ordinary seaman, 1 private marine, killed; 1 

lieutenant, 2 midshipmen, 1 lieutenaut of marines, 7 able sea. 

men, 7 ordinary seamen, 1 landman, 4 private marines, 

wounded. 

'frave-l volunteer of the first class, 1 captain of the fore., 

top, killed; 1 private marine wounded. 

Sophie-l captain wounded. 

Meteor-3 seamen wounded. 

Belle Ponle-2 seamen wounded. 
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Gorgon-l master's.mate wounded. 

Total-3 midshipmen, 13 seamen, 1 private marine, killed; 
1 captain, 4 lieutenants, 1 lieutenant of marines, 3 master's

mates, 7 midshipmen, 50 seamen, 11 marines, wounded. 
Grand total-17 killed, 77 wounded. 

No. 100. 

From Rear.admiral Hotham to Vice-admiral Cochrane. 

Superb, at anchor, before New London, 
SIR, January 23. 

I have the honor to acquaint you with the capture of the 
U. S. ship President, on the 15th instant, by the following 

force; viz.-the Majestic, Captain Haye~; Tenedos, Captain 
Hyde Parker; Endymion, Captain Hope; Pomone, Captain 
Lumley; which I had collected off the bar of New York, 

under the direction of Captain Hayes. She, and the Macedo. 

nian armed brig, of 420 tons, loaded with provisions, sailed 

on the preceding evenining, under the command of Commo
dore Decatur; but the present season of the year, and the 
dark nights, of which he availed himself, have not enabled him 

to elude the vigilance of Captain Hayes, and the commanders 
of H. M. ships under his orders, who have well discharged the 

important duty I assigned to them; and I beg leave to offer 

you my congratulations on the design of the American govern. 

ment being defeated. 
You will perceive by the reports Captain Hayes has deli· 

Yered to me, (copies of which I do myself the honor to trails. 

Il)it to you herewith,) the ardor displayed by Captain Hope 

in the pursuit, the intrepidity with which he brought the ene· 

my's ship to close action, and the undaunted spirit with which 

the Endymion's inferior force was singly employed, for the 

:»pace of two hourI.! and a half, leaving honorable evid~l1ce of 
!l 2 
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juugment in the position she was placed in, and of the destruc. 

tive precisiol1 of her fire, in the sinking state of her antago_ 

nist, the heavy loss sustained by him, and his inability to make 

further resistance when the Pomone arrived up with him; while 

the loss susruineu by the Endymion was com paratively small: 

and although the distinguished conduct of Captain Hope, his 

officers, ami ship's company, can derive no additional lustre 

from my commendation, I caunot withhold my tribute of ap

plause; nor can I refrain from assuring you, that the judicious 

conduct of Captain Hayes, in the direction of the force en. 

trusted to his orders, and the exertions exhibited by him, and 

by Captains Parker, Hope, and Lnmley, have justified the 

confidence I had placed in their zeal, and have rendered them 
worthy of your approbation. 

I have the honor to he, &c. 

H. HOTHAM, rear. admiral. 
'I'D the Hon. Sir A. Cochrane, K. B. vice-admiral 

of the red, commander.in.chief, &c. &c. 

No. 101. 

From Captain Hayes to Rear.admiral Hotham. 

SIR, 
Majestic, at sea, January 17, 1815. 

I have thel1onor to acquaint you, that notwiLl1standing "my 

utmost en,deavours to keep the squadron committed to my 

charge close in with Sandy Hook, agreeably to your direc. 

tions, for the purpose of preventing the escape of the U. S. 

ship President, and other vessels ready for sea at Staten island, 

we were repeatedly blown off by frequent gales; but the very 

great attention paid to my orders and instructions by the reo 

spective captains, in situations difficult to keep company, pre. 

vente.J separation; and, whenever the wind did force us from 
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the coast, I invariably, on the gale moderating, placed the 

squadron on that point of bearing from the Hook I judged it 

likely, from existing circnmstances, would be the enemy's 

track; and it is with great pleasure I have now to inform vou 

of the Success of the squadron in the capture of the U. S. ~hip 
Presidcnt, Commollore Decatur, on Sunday night, after u"n 
anxious chase of 18 hours. 

On Friday the 'fenedos joined me, with your order to take 

Captain Parker, in that ship, ullcler my command. vVa 

were then in company wiih the Endymion and Pomone, 

off the Hook, and in sight of the enemy's ships; hut that 

night the squadron was blown off again in a severe snow. 

storm. On Saturday the wind and weather became favorable 

for the enemy, and I had no doubt but he would attempt his 

escape that night. It was impossible, from the direction of 

the wind, to get in with the Hook; and, as before stated, (in 

preference to closing the land to the southward,) we stood 

away to the northward and eastward, till the sqnadron reached 

the supposed track of the enemy; and, what is a little singu. 

lar, at the very instant of arriving at that point, an hour be

fore day-light, Sandy-hook bearing VV.N.vV. 15 leagues, we 

were made happy by the sight of a ship and brig standing to 

the southwaru and eastward, and not more than two miles on 

the ]\.;Injestic's weatlwf.how; the night-signal for a general 

chase was made, and promptly obeyed by all the ships. 

In the course of the day the chase became extremely inte. 

resting, by the end('avonr of the enemy to escape, and the 

exertions (of the British commanders) to get their respective 

ships alongside of him: the former, by cntting away his an

chors, and throwing over. hoard every moveable article, with 

a great quantity of provisions; and the latter, by trimming 

their ships in every way pussible to effect their purpose. As 

the day advanced, the wind declined, giving the Endymion an 

evident advantage in sailing; and Captain Hope's exertions 

enablecl him to get hissbip alongside of the enemy, and com. 
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mence dose action, at half an hour past 5 o'clock in the 

evening, whicH was continued with great gallantry and spirit 

on boih sides for two hours and a half, when the Endymion's 

sails being cut from the yards, the enemy got a.head: Captain 

Hope taking this opportunity to bend new sails, to enable him 

to get his ship alongside again, the action ceased; till the 

Pomone, getting up at half-past 11 at night, and firing a few 
shots, the enemy hailed to say she had already surrendered. 

The ship, on being taken possession of, proved to be the 

President, as above stated, commanded by Commodore Decatur. 
The vessel in company with her was the Macedonian brig, a 

merchant.ship, laden with provisions, which made her escape 

by very superior sailing. 
And now, sir, a very pleasing part of my duty is, the bear. 

ing testimony to the able and masterly manner in which the 

Endymion was conducted, and the gallantry with which she 
was fought; and when the effect produced by her well.directed 

fire upon the President is witnessed, it cannot be doubted but 

that Captain Hope would have succeeded either in capturing 

or sinking her, had none of the squadron been in sight. 

For your further information, I have the honor to enclose 
Captain Hope's letter, with a return of killed and wounded 

on board the Endymion. I have not yet been able to ascer. 
tain the loss of the President, but I believe it to be much 

greater than the Endymion's, and she had six feet water in the 

hold when taken possession of. Both ships were very mnch 

cut in masts and rigging; and, had the present most severo 
gale commenced twelve hours sooner, the pri:?:e would un. 

doubtedly have sunk. As soon as the weather will permit a 

communication, I shall procure further particulars, and then 

scnd the Endymion and Pomone, with the prize and prisoners, 
to Bermuda. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JOHN HAYES, captaill~ 
Rear.admiral the Hon. Sir H. Hothall1o 
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P. S. The ships having parted company in the gale, no fur. 
ther particulars have been obtained. 

Number of persons of all descriptions on board the Presi. 
dent, previous to the action, about 490. 

Number and calibre oj her guns. 

Main.deck: thirty long 24.pounders. Quarter.deck: four_ 

teen 42-pounder carronades, one long 24.ponnder, one 24. 

pounder howitzer. Forecastle: six ,12,plJunder carronades, 

one long 24.pounder. Fore-top: two brass 6-pounders. 

Main.top: two brass 6-pounders. Mizen.top: two smaller 
guns :-1'otal 59. 

No. 102. 

From Captain Hope to Captain Hayes. 

~IR, H_ M. S. Endymion, at sea, January 15. 
I enclose a return of the killed and wounded, and I have 

great pleasure in bearing testimony of the very great assist. 

ance I received from the senior lieutenant, Morgan, during 

the whole day's proceedings: together with the _ cool and de. 

termined bravery of my officers and ship's company, on this 

fortunate occasion. -Where every individual has so conspicu. 

ously done his dnty, it would be injustice for me to particula. 

rize; but I trust the loss and damage sustained by the enemy's 

frigate, will shew the steady and well.directed fire kept up by 

II. M. ship under my command. 

Although OUI' loss has been severe, I am happy to state, 

that it is trifling when compared with that of the enemy. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

H. HOPE. 

To John Hayes, Esq. captain of H. M. S. Majestic, 

and senior officer off New York. 

[lIerefollow the names of 11 killed, and 14 wounded.] 
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No. ]03. 

From Commodote Decatur to the American secretary of 
the navy. 

H. B. M. ship Enllyrnion, at sea, 

SIR, January 18, 1815. 

The painful duty of detailing to you the particular causes 

which preceded and led to the capture of the late U. S. 

frigate President, hy a squadron of H. B. M. ships, (as per 

margin,) has devolved upon me. In my commuuication of 

the Uth, I made known to you my intention of proceeding 

to sea on that evening. Owing to some mistake of the pilots, 

the ship, in going out, grounded on the bar, where she conti. 

nued to strike heavily for an hour and a half. Although she 

]lad broken several of her rudder.braces, and received such 

other material injury as to render her return into port desir

able, I was unable to do so from the ~trong westerly wind 

which was then blowing. It being now high water, it became 

necessary to force hef over the bar before the tide fell. In 

this we succeeded by ten o'clock, when we shaped Ollr course 

along the shore of Long island for 50 miles, and then steered 

S. E. by S. At 5 O'clock three ships were discovered a.head; 

we immediately hauled up the ship, and passed two miles to 

the northward of them. At day.ligh~ we discovered four ships 

ill chase: one on each quarter, and two a.stern, the leading 

ship of the enemy a fazee; she commenced a fire upon us, 

but without effect. At meridia,n, the wind became light and 

baming; we had increased our distance from the razec, but 

the next ship a.stern, which was also a large ship, had gained, 

and continued to gain upon us considerably. \'Vc immedi. 

atelyoccupied all hands to lighten ship, Ly starting water, 

cutting away the anchors, throwing overboard provisions, 

ca bles, spare spars, boats, and every article that could be got 

at, keeping the sails wet, from the royals down. At 3, we 
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had the wiud quite light; the enemy, who had now been joined by 
a brig, had a strong breeze, and were coming up with us rapidly, 

The Endymion (mounting 50 ~uns, 21 pounders on the main. 

deck) had now approached us within gun.shot, and had com. 

menced a fire with her bow. guns, which we returned from our 

stern. At five o'clock she had obtained a position on our 

starboard.quarter, within half point.blank shot, on· which 

neither our stern nor quarter.guns would bear; we were now 

steering E. by N. the wind N.W. I remained with her in 

this position for half an hour, in the hope that she would 

close with us on our broadside, in which case I had pre. 

pared my crew to board; but from his continuing to yaw 
his ship to maintain his position, it became evident, that to 

close was not his intention. Every fire now cut some of our 

sails or rigging. To have continued our course under these 

circumstances, would have been placing it iu his power to 
cripple us, wilhout being subject to injury himself; and 

to have hauled up more to the northward to bring our stem 

guns to bear, would have exposed us to his raking fire. It 
was now dusk, when I determined to alter my course sonth, 

for the purpose of bringing the enemy a.beam; and, although 

their ships a-stern were drawing up fast, I felt satisfied I 

shol.lld be enabled to throw him out of the combat before they 
could come up, and was not without hopes, if the night proved 

~ark,. (of which there was every appearance,) that I might 

still be enabled to effect my escape. Our 'Opponent kept off 

at the same instant we did, and ollr fire commenced at the 

same -time. 'IV e continued engaged, steering south, and steer

ing-sails set, two hours and a half, when we completely suc

ceeded in dismantling her. Previously to her dropping entirely 
out of the action, th,'re were intervals of minutes, when the 

ships were broadside, in which she did not fire a gun. At 
this period, (half past 8 o'clock,) alth'Ol1gh dark, the other 

ships 'Of the squadron were in sight, and alm'Ost within gun

shot. We were of course compelled to abandon her. In 
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re.assuming our former course for the purpose of avoiding 
the sqnadron, we were compelled to present our stern to our 

antagonist; but such was his state, though we were thUli 
exposed and within range of hi~ guns for half an hour, that 

be did not avail himself of this favourable oportunity of raking 

us. We continued this course until eleven o'clock, when two 
fresh ships of the enemy (the Porn one and Tenedos) had come 

up. The Pomone had opened her fire on the larboard bow, 

within musket~shot; the other, about two cables' length 

a-stern, taken a raking position on our quarter; and the rest 

(with the exception of the Emlymion) within gun-shot. Thus 
situated, with about ono fifth of my crew killed and wounded, 
my ship crippled, and a more than four_fold force opposed to 
me, wilhout a chance of escape left, I deemed it my duty to 
surrender. 

It is with emotions of pride I bear testimony to the gallantry 
and steadiness of every officer and man I had the honor to 

command on this occasion; and I feel satisfied that the fact of 
their having beaten a force equal to themsel ves, in the presence, 

aod almost under the guns, of so vastly a superior forre, when, 

too, it was almost self.evident that, whatever their exertions 
might be, they must ultimately be captured, will be taken as 
evidence of what they would llave performed, had the forci 
opposed to them been iu any degree equal. 

It is with extreme pain I have to inform you, that Lieute~ 

tenants Babbitt, Hamilton, and Howell fell in the action. 

They have left no officers of superior merit behind them. 

If, sir, the issue of this affair bad been fortunate, I should 

have fdt it my duty to have recommended to your atten. 
tion Lieutenants Shubrick and Gallagher. They maintained 

throughout the day the reputation they had acquired in former 
actions. 

Lieutenant Twiggs, of the marines, displayed great zeal; his 

men were well supplied, and their fire incomparable, 50 lon, 
as the enemy continued within musket range. 
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Midshipman Randolph, who had charge of the forecastle 
division, managed it to my entire satisfaction. 

From Mr. Robinson, who was serving as a volunteer, I 
received essential aid; particularly after I was deprived of the 
services of the master, and severe loss I had sustained in my 
oJlicers on my quarter_deck. 

Of our loss in killed and wounded, I am unable, at present, 

to give you a correct statement; the attention of the surgeon 
being so entirely occupied with the wounded, that he was 
uD:J,ble to make out a correct return when I leCi: the President; 

nor shall I be able to make it until our arrival in port, we 
having parted company with the squadron yesterday. The 

enclosed Jist, with the exception, I fear, of its being short of 
the nnmber, will be fonnd correct. 

For 24 hours after the action it was nearly calm, and the 
squadron were occupied iJ:!. repairing the crippled ships. Such 

of the crew of the President as were not badly wounded, were 

put on board the different ships; myself and a part of my 

crew were put on board this ship. On the 17th we had a gale 

from the eastward, when this ship lost her bowsprit, fore and 

main.masts, and mizen-top-mast, all of which were badly 

wounded; and was, in consequence of her disabled condition, 

obliged to throw overboard all her upper-deck gllDS; her loss 

in killed and wounded must have been very great. I have not 
been able to ascertain the extent. Ten were buried after I 

came on board; (36 honrs after the action;) the badly wound
ed, such as were obliged to keep their cots, occupy the star. 

board side of thlol gun-deck, from the cabin-bulk-head to the 
main.mast. From the crippled state of the President's spars, 

I feel satified she could not have saved her masts, and I feel 

serious apprehensions for the safety of our wounded left on 

board. 
It is due to Captain Hope to state, that every attention 

has been paid by him to myself and officers that haTe been 
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placed on board his ship, that delicacy and humanity could 

dictate. 
I have tIle honor to be, &c. 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 

The Hon. Ben. W. Crowninshield, 

secretary of th« navy. 

British squadron referred to in the tettel'. 

Majestic razee, Endymion, Pomone, Te[]edos, Despatch brig. 

[Here follow the names of 24 killed, and 55 wounded.] 

No. 104. 

Extract of a letter from Commodore Decatur to the American 
secretary of the nav.y. 

Sm, New York, March 6,1815. 

In my official letter of the 18th January, I omitted to state, 

that a considerable number of my killed and wounded was from 

the fire of the Pomone, and that the Endymion had on board, 

in addition to her own crew, one lieutenant, one master's 

mate, and fifty men belonging to the Saturn, ami when the 

action ceased, was left motionless and unmanageable, until 

she bent new sails, rove new rigging, and fished her spars; nor 

did she rejoin the squadron for six hours after the action, and 

three hours after the surrender of the President. :My sword 

was delivered to Captain Hayes, of the Majestic, the senior 

officrT of the squadron, on his quarter. deck ; which he, with 

great politeness, immediately returned. I have the honor to 

enclose you my parole, by which you will perceive the British 

admit the President was captured by the squadron. I shoul~ 
have deemed it unnecessary to have drawn your atteution to 

this document, had lIot the fJct been stated differently in th(l 
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Bermuda Gazette, on our arrival there; \\hich statement, 

however, the editor was compelled to retract, through the 

interference of the governor, and some of the British officers of 
the squadron. 

No. 105. 

From Commodore Murray, to the American secretary of the 
navy. 

SIR, 
New York, April 17, 1815. 

I herewith transmit to you the result of the court of inquiry, 

respecting the capture of the frigate President, with the opinion 
of the cou rt. 

We have been more minute in our investigation than might, 

at first view, have been deemed necessary; but, as there has 

been a diversity of ()pinions prevailing among the British com

manders concerned in her capture, it was desirable, in otlr 

view, to lay before the world, in the most correct manner, 

every circumstance which led to that event, which has afforded 

another high proof of American heroism, and so highly ho~ 

norable to he~ commander, officers, and crew, that every Ame. 

can citizen must feel a pride in knowing that our flag has been 

so .nobly defended. 

The minutes of the court having been read and approved, 

the court was cleared, and, after due deliberation, resolved to 

express the sentiments and opinions of the members, on the 

matters submitted to them, as follows :-

In execution of the orders of the honorable the secretary of 

the navy, we have (with the exception of the two very young 

midshipmen) examined every officer belonging to the Pres i

~ent, within the reach of the court, who survived the latc 

glorious contest between the frigate Presideut, and a squadron 

pf his Britannic majesty. 
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We are of opinion, that the primary cause of the loss of 

the President was her running on the bar, as she was leaving 

this port. The violence and continuance of the shocks she 
received for an hour and a half, or more, considering she was 

laden with stores and provisions for a very long cruize, could 
not but have injured her greatly, and must have impeded her 

sailing. Her hogged and twisted appearance, after she arrived 

at Bermuda~ must have been the effect of this unfortunate ac. 

cident. We are convinced that it was owing to this, that the 

enemy were able to overtake her. 
The striking of the President on the bar cannot be imputed 

to the fault of any officer who was attached to her; on the 

contrary, every possible precaution was taken, and the utmost 

exertions were used by her commander and officers, to ensure 

her safe passage over the bar, and to relieve her after she had 

struck. The accident was occasioned by some mistake in 

placing the boats, which were to serve as beacons for the Pre. 

sident, through a channel always dangerons for a vessel of her 
draught, but particularly so at such a time as she was obliged 
to select for passing it, when the land-marks could not be 
distinguished. 

From the time that the superiority of the enemy's force was 

ascertained, and it became the duty of the President to evade 

it, we are convinced that the most proper measures were pur. 

sued, and that she made every possible effort to escape. No 

means, in our opinion, were so likely of success, as those 
which were adopted by Commodore Decatur. Any sngges_ 

tions, that different measures would have been more proper, 

or more likely to accomplish the objed, we think, are without 

foundation, and may be the result of ignorance, or the dic_ 
tates of a culpable ambition, or of envy. 

W€ consider the management of the President, from the 

time the chase commenced till her surrender, as the highest 

evidence of the experience, skill, and resources of her com

mander, and the ability and seamanship of her officers and 
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crew. 'We fear that we cannot express, in a manner that will 

do justice to our feelings, Ot[r admiration of the conduct of 

Commodore Decatur, and his officers and .crew, while engaged 

with the enemy, threatened with a force so superior, possessed 
of advantages whrch must have appeared to render all opposi. 

tion unavailing, otherwise than it might affect the honor of 

our navy, and the character of our seamen. They fought 
with a spirit which no prospect of success could have height

ened; and, if victory had met its common reward, the Endy
mion's name would have been added to our list of naval con

quests. In this unequal contlict the enemy gained a ship, but 

the victory was our's. When the President was obliged to 
leave the Endymion, to avoid the other ships, which were fast 

coming up, the Endymion was subdued; and if her friends 

had not been at hand to rescue her, she was so entirely disa

bled, that she soon must have struck her flag. A proof of 

this is, that she made no attempt to pursue the Presideut, or 

to annoy her by a single shot, while the President was within 
reach; when, with the hope to escape from the overwhelming' 

force which was nearly upon her, the President presented her 

stern to the Endymion's broadside. A proof that the Endy
mion was conquered is, the shattered condition in which she 

appeared, while the Pressident in the contest with her had 

sustained but little injury; and the fact, that the Endymion 

did not join the squadron till many hours after the President 
had been surrounded by the other four ships, and had surren
dered to them, is a strong corroborative evidence of the disa. 

bled state in which the President left the Endymion. 
We think it due to Commodore Decatur, and his heroic 

officers and crew, to notice the IJfOposition he made to board 

the Endymion, when he found she was coming up, and the 

manner in which this proposition was received by his gallant 

crew. Such a design, atsuch a time, could only have been 

conceived by a soul withont fear, and app,-oved with enthv.-
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siastic cheerings by men regardless of danger. Had not the 

enemy perceived the attempt, and availed himself of the power 

he had, in the early part of the action, to shun the approach 

of the President, the American stars might now be shining on 

the Endymion. In the subsequent part of the engagement, 

the enemy's squadron was too near to permit the execution of 

this design; and the disabled state of the Endymion would 

have frustrated the principal object which Commodore Decatur 

had in making so bold an attempt, which was, to avail him

self of the Endymion's superior sailing, to escape with his 

crew from his pursuers. 

"Ve conclude by e:,pressing our opinion, that Commodore 

Decatur, as well during the chase, as through his contest with 

the enemy, evinced great judgment and skill, perfect coolness, ' 

the most determined resolution, and heroic courage. That 

his conduct, and the conduct of his officers and crew, is highly 

honorable to them, and to the American navy, amI deserves 

the warmest gratitude of their country; that they did not 

give up their ship till she was surrounded and overpowered by 

a force so superior, that further resistance would have been 

unjustifiable, and a useless sacrifice of the lives of brave men. 

The urder of the secretary of the navy req !Iires us to ex

press an opinion as to the conduct of tbe officers and crew of 

the President, after the capture. The testimony of all the 

witnesses concurs in enabling us to give it our decided appro
bation. 

By the court, 

ALEXANDER MURRAY, president. 

True copy from the original, 

CADWALADER D. COLDEN, judge-advocate. 

Navy department, April 20, 1815. 

Approved, W. B. CROWNINSHIELD. 
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No. 106. 

Prom the Lfmerican secretary of the navy to Commodore 
Decatur. 

SIR, Navy department, Apri\20, 1815. 

In the course of official duty, it is my highest satisfaction to 

render justice to the gallantry and good conduct of the brave 

officers and seamen of the U. S. navy. 

Iu giving an official sanction to the recent proceedings of 

the court of enquiry, instituted at my request, to investigate 

the causes of the loss, by capture, of the frigate President, 

late of the navy of the U. S. while under YOllr command; 

and' to enquire into the conduct of the commander: officers, 

and crew, of thc said frigate, before and after surrender to 

the enemy, it would be equally unjust to your merit, as well 

as to my sentiments and feelings, to pass over this investiga. 

tion with a mere formal approbation. I have therefore, sir, 

to express to you, in the fullest ma,nner, the high sense of 

approbation which the president of the U. S. and this de. 

partment, entertain for your professional character as an 

officer, who, in every instance, has added lustre to the stars of 

the union: ancl whose brilliant actions have raised the na. 

tiollal honor and fame, even in the moment of surrendering 

your ship to an enemy's squadron of vastly superior force, 

over w hose attack, singly, you were decidedly triumphant; 

and YOIl will be pleased to present to each of your gallant 

officers and crew, the thanks of your government, for their 

brave defense of the ship, and the flag of the United States. 

The proceedings and opinion of the court of enquiry, of 

which Commodore Alexander Murray is president, are ap

proved. 
I am, very respectfully, &c. 

B. W. CROWNINSHIELDo 

Commodore Stephen Decatur, U. S. navy) New York. 
(,I 
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No. 107. 

DefectG of the President, by shot received in action with the 
Endymion. 

(Not before published.) 

Quarter_deck, starboard-side.-After-port-sill, string, and 

water-ways, shot to pieces. Second port from aft, timber 

shot through; and between the second and third ports, tim. 

bers and quick-work torn to pieees; shot weut through the 

other side. The after-port-timber shot through at the Jourth 

port. One shot through, between the fourth and fiJth ports. 

At the sixth port, plank-sheer shot away, and two shot! 

through, between the sixth and seventh ports; and part of 
the quarter-deck and beams, ripped up by shot. 

Between the qztarier.deck andJorecastle.-The water-ways, 

plank-sheer, with two streaks of the gang-wa.y, shot away. 

IYlain.deck, starboard-side.-Second port from forward, 

the spirketting and water_ways shot. One shot between the 

second and third ports, in wake of deck, which has injured 

the wa'ter-ways. Fourth port, the after-port-timber shot 
through. Fifth port, fore.mast port-timber cut through. 

Sixth port, the sheer-streak and clamp shot through. Be. 

tween the tenth and eleventh ports, the clamp and diagonal 

knees shot. Twelfth port, the foremast port~timber and 

quick-work shot. Thirteenth port, the upper sill and clamp 

shot away. Fifteenth port, the upper sill and clamp shot. 

Three shots in the buttock, one of which went into the after~ 
magazine. Several shot went through both sides, between the 

main and quarter.deck, waist, &c. Several shot through 

between wind and water, and some under water, "hich cut the 
timbers and kuees much. 

One shot through from larboard-side at the tenth port, 

which carried away the upper cill, cl~mp, and diagonal 
knees. 
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No. 108. 

From Captain Stewart to the American secretary of the navy. 

SIR, U. S. frigate Constitution, May, ]815. 

On the 20th of February last, the island of Madeira bearo 

iug about \V.S.W. distant 60 leagues, we fell in with H. B. M. 
two ships of war, the Cyane and Levant, and brought them 

to action about 6 o'cl(lck ill the evening; both of which, after 

a spirited engagement of 40 minutes, surrendered to the ship 

under my command. 

Considering the advantages derived by the enemy, from a 

divided and more active force, as also their superiority in the 

weight aud number of guns, I deem the speedy and decisive 

re£ult of this action the strongest assurance which can be givcn 

the governmcnt, that a,ll under my command did their duty, 

and gallantly supported the reputation of American seamen. 

Inclosed you will receive the minutes of the action, alH.\ a 

list of the killed and wounded on board this ship. Also ill_ 

closed you will receive, for your information, a statement of 

the actual force of the enemy, and the number' killed and 

wounded Oil board their ships, as near as could be ascer

tained. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

CHARLES STEWART. 

Hon. B. W. Crowninshicld, secretary 

of the navy, ·Washington. 

List of killed and zv;ounded on bo(t1'd the U. S. frigate COl1~ 

stitution, of 44 guns, (mounting thirty_two 24-pounden, 

and twenty 32-pound cal'ronades,) on the 20th of Fcbru~ 

ary, 1815, in action with H. B.!lI. ships Cayane and 

Levant. 

Killed, and since dead-4 seamen, 2 marines. 

TVounded-9 seamen and marines :-tobl 15. 

02 
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Statement oj the actual Jorce oj H. B. M. ships Levant, 

Captain the Hon. George Douglass, commander, and Cyane, 

Captain Gordon Falcun, commander; with the number 

killed and wounded on board each ship on the 20th Fe

bruary, 1815, as near as could be ascer'tained, while en

gaged with the U. S. Jrigate Constitution. 

Levant. 

18 thirty-two-pounders, carronades. 

1 twelve-pounder, ditto. 

2 nine-pounders, long guns. 

21 guns; 156 officers, seamen, and marines. 

Prisoners-lS3 officers, seamen, and marines. 

Killed, 23; wounded, 16 :-total killed and wounded 39, 

Cyane. 

22 thirty.two-pounders, carronades. 

10 eighteen-pounders, ditto. 

2 twelve-pounders, long guns. 

34 guns; 180 officers, seamen, and marines. 

2 brass swivels. 

Prisoners-168 officers, seamen, and marines. 

Killed, 12; wounded, 26; total killed and wounded, 38. 

No. 109. 

Amerz"can minutes oj the action between the U. S. Jrigate 

Constitution, and H.11'I. ships Cyane and Levant, on the 

20th February, 1815. 

Commences with light breezes from the east, and cloudy 

weather. At 1, discovered a sail two points on the larboard

bow; hauled up and made sail in chase. At a quarter past J, 

made the sail to be a ship. At three-quarters past 1, disco. 
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vered another sail a.head; made them out, at 2 P.M. to be 

both ships, standing close.hauled, with their starboard.tacks 

on-board. At 4 P.M. the weathermost ship made siO"nals and 1> , 

bore up for her consort, then about 10 miles to,leeward; we 

bore up after her, and set lower, top. mast, top.gallant, and 

royal studding_sails in chase. At half-past 4, carried away 

our main.royal.mast, took in the sail, and got another pre

pared. At 5 P.M. commenced firing on the chase from our 

two larboard bow-guns; our shot falling short, ceased firing. 

At half past 5, finding it impossible to prevent their junction, 

cleared ship for action, then about 4 miles from the two ships. 

At 40 minutes past 5, they passed within hail of each other, 

and hauled by the wind on the starboard. tack, hauled np their 

cO,urses, and prepared to receive us. At 45 minutes past 5, 

they mad.e all sail, close-hauled by the wind, in hopes of 

getting to-windward of us. At 55 minutes past 5, fillding 
themselves disappointed in their object, and we were closing 

with them fast, they shortened sail, and formed on a line of 

wind, ,abont half a cable's length from each othel'. At 6 

P.M, haYing them under command of our battery, hoisted 

our colours, which was answered by both ships hoisting Eng. 

lbh ensigns. At 5 minutes past 6, ranged up, on the star

board side of the sternmost ship, about 300 yards distant, 
and commenced the action by broadsides, both ships returning 

our fire with great spirit for about 15 minutes; thun the fire 

of the enemy beginning to siar:kcn, and the great column of 

smoke collected under Ollr lee, induced us to cease our fire, 

t.o ascertain their positions and eonditiolls. In about three 

minutes the smoke cleared away, we found ourselves a-breast 

of the headmost ship, the stel'lllllost ship luffing up for our 

larboard-quarter; we poured a broadside into the headruost 

ship, and then braced a.back our main and mizen-top_sails, 

and backed a-stern, under cover of the smoke, a.breast the 

sternmostship, when the action was continned with spirit, 

and considerable effect, until 35 minu:cs past 6, when th~ 
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enemy's fire again slackened, and we discovered the headmost 

ship bearing up; filled our top.sails, shot a_head, and gave 

her two stern rakes. 'Ve then discovered the sternmost ship 

wearing also; wore ship immediately after, and gave her a 

Gtei'll rake, she luffing-to on our starboard-bows, and giving 

us her larboard-broadside; we ranged up on her larboard. 

quarter, ~ithin hail, and was about to give her our starboard_ 

broadside, whcn she struck her colours, fired a gun, and 

yielded. At 50 minutes past 6, took possession of H. M. S. 

Cyane, Captain Gordon Falcon, mounting 34 gnns. At 8 

P.M. filled away after her consort, which was still in sight 

to-leeward. At half.past 8, found her standing towards us, 

with her starboard-tacks close-hauled, wiLh top-gallant_saih 

set, and colours flying. At 50 minutes past 8, ranged close 

alongside to-windward of her, on opposite tacks, and ex

changed broadsides; wore immediately under her stern, and 

raked her with a broadside; she then crouded all sail, and 

endeavoured to escape by running; hauled on board our tacks, 

set spanker and flying-jib in chase. At half-past 9, com_ 

menced firing on her from our starlJoard bow-chaser; gave 

her several shot, which cut her spars and rigging considera. 

bly. At 10 P.M. finding they could not escape, fired a gun, 

struck hel' colours, and yielded. "Ve immediately took pos. 

session of H. M. ship Levant, the Hon. Captain George 

Douglass, mounting 21 guns. At 1 A.M. the damages of our 

rigging were repaired, sails ~hifted, and the ship in fighting 
(ondition. 

No. 110 . 

.American minutes of the chase of the U. S. frigate Consti. 

tution, by an English squadron of three ships, from out 
the harbour oj Port Praga, island of St. J ago. 

Commences with fresh breezes and thick foggy weather. 

At 5 minutes past 12, diocovered a large ship through the fog, 
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standing in for Port Praya. At 8 minutes past 12, discovered 

two other large ships a-stern of her, also standing in for the 

port. From thir general appearance, supposed them to be 
one of the enemy's squadrons; and, from the little respect 

hitherto paid by them to neutral waters, I deemed it most 
prudent to put to sea. The signal was made to the Cyane and 
Levant to get under weigh. At 12, after meridian, with our 
top-sails set, we cut our cable, and got under way, (when 

the Portuguese opened a fire on us from several of their batte

ries 011 shore,) the prize-ships following our motions, and 
stood out of the harbour of Port Praya, close under East 

Point, passing the enemy's squadron about gun-shot to_wind. 
ward of them: crossed our top_gallant_yards, and set fore. 

sail, main-sail, spanker, fiying-jib, and top-gallant sails. The 
enemy, seeing us nnder way, tacked ship, and made all sail in 
chase of us. As far as we could judge of their rates, from 
the thickness of the weather, supposed them two ships of the 
line, and one frigate. At half-past meridian cut away the 
boats towing a-stern, first cutter, and gig. At 1 P.M. found 
onr sailing about equal with the ships on our lee-quarter, but 
the frigate luffing up, gaining our wake, and rather dropping 
a-stern of us; finding the Cyane dropping a_stern, and to. 

leeward, and the frigate gaining on her fast, I found it impos
sible to save her if she continued on the same course, without 
having the Constitntion brought to action by their whole 

force. I made the signal, at lO minutes past 1 P.M. to her 

to tack ship, which was complied with. This manceuvre, I 
conceived, would detach one of the enemy's ships in pursuit 
of her; while, at the same time, from her position, she would 
be enabled to reach the anchorage at Port Praya, before the 
detached ships could come up with her; but if they did not 

tack after her, it would afford her an opportunity to double 

their rear, and make hcr escape before the wind. They all 

continued in full chase of the I.evant and this ship, the ship 

011 our lee-quarter firing, by divisions, broadsides, her shot 
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falling sllOrt of us. At 3 P.M. by O\:lr having dropped the 
Levant considerably, her situation became (from thl' position 

of the enemy's frigate) similar to the Cyaile. It becam~ 
neces,ary tQ separate also from the Levant, or risk this ship 

being brought to action to cover her. I maue the signal, a,t 

5 minutes past 3, for her to tack, which was complied with. 

At 12 minutes past 3, the whole of the enemy's s,qnauron 

tackerl in pursuit of the Levant, and gal'e up the pursuit of 

this ship. This sacrifice of the Levant became necessary, for 

the preservation of the Constitution. Sailing-master Hixon, 

Midshipman Varnum, a b6atS\\ain's-mate, and 12 men, were 

absent on duty in the fifth cutter, to bring thll cartel.bri, 

'Under our stern. 

No. Ill. 

Lieutenant M'DQnald's official letter. 

(Not before published.) 

U. S. ship Hornet, off Tristan d' Acunha, W.S.W. 
SIR, three or four miles, April 6, 1815. 

I have the honor to inform YQu, that H. M. brig Penguin 

arrived off the above island on the 17th of March; and, re~ 

ceiviug information of an American brig of war haling been 

(Iff the day previous, Captain Dickinson determined, if Rossi. 

hIe, to intercept her; and succeeded in falling, in with her OR 

the 20th, at 9 A.M. At noon, H. M. brig closing fast, 

enemy shewed his colours, and commenced firing his stern. 

guns. At 1 P.M. enemy, with a fine breeze, at N.N.W. 
Penguin becalmed. At 9 P.M. lost sight of him, being thick 

'\veather; and, at midnight, hauled up for the island, which 

we made on the 23d, bearing W.N 'V. 
At 11. 15. A.M. standil1g up for the island, a sail was seen 

N. W. by -W.; all sail was immediately made in chase, and the 

stranger being shortly after made out to be a ship, under easy 
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sail, at 1 P.M. shortened sail, and prepared for action. At 

1. 45. fired a shot, to induce him to shew his colours, which 

he immediately did by hoisting American, and firing a broad. 

side. At]. 50. the island S. W. three or four miles, rounded. 

to on the starboard_tack, within pistol-shot, when the action 

became warm and brisk. At 2. 15. enemy inclined to bear 

away, orders were given by Captain Dickinson so lay her on 

board. H. M. brig much cut up in her sails and rigging, 
~everal shots through both masts, all the officers at the fore

mast quarters either killed or wounded; and, at this time, I 

regret much to say, a severe loss was felt generally by Captain 

Dickinson receiving a mortal wound. I then conceived, as 

our masts were momently expected to fall, our only chance of 

success was to board, and, at 2. 25. succeeded in passing our 

bowsprit through his starboard. quarter. Bowsprit and fore

mast both fell at this instant; the latter on board, directly on 

the larboard-guns. Vessels separating, every exertion was 

then made to bring our starboard.broadside to bear, without 
e/fect. H. M. brig a perfect wreck, aud the larboard after. 

guns rendered useless by drawing of the breeching_bolts, I 

deemed it only sacrificing the lives of the remaining crew, 

making further resistance; I therefore, at 2. 25- hailed, to 

say we had s,urrendered. At 3, was taken possession of by 
the U. S. ship of war Hornet, mounting eighteen 32.pounder 

carronades, two long IS. pounders, musquetoons, &c. in his 

tops, and a complement of, at least, 165 men: not a boy 
amongst them. I regret much the killed and wounded have 

been severe: 10 killed, and 28 wounded. The enemy's I have 

not been able to ascertain. Report says, 10 killed, but they 

acknowledge only 1, and 11 wounded; among them their 

captain and first lieutenant I the former severely; the latter 

dangerously. The Hornet is in a leaky state from our shot, 

which, I trust, will shorten her Cruize. I am happy H. M. 

brig was not destined to bear American colours, or assist the 

squadron of the enemy. She was destroyed, after taking out 
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Ii few stores. Two sail have in sight, shortly after the action, 

which proved to be the U. S. ship of war Peacock, and a 

store-brig. The one chased by ns, we have since heard, had 

a similar cargo; and were both intended, by allaccolints, for 

the supplies of a squadron expected for this island, consisting 

of three frigates and two corvettes, sent out, I conjecture, 

for the destruction of our East India fieet. 

I cannot close this witho::;t noticing the exemplary conduct 

of Lieutenant Elwin, and Mr. Atkinson, the master: the for

mer was most severely wounded, while animating his men; 

also Mr. Bond, master's-mate, who lost a leg, and has passed 

nearly two years; also Mr. Hayes, who has also lost a leg, 

and nearly served his time. Mr. Elliott, the surgeon, and his 

assistant, Mr. Joyce, deserve every praise for their attention 

to the wounded. Thus fell H. M. brig Penguin; and, I 
trust, the defence made will meet your approbation. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES M'DONALD, senior surviving officer 
late of H. :VI. brig Penguin. 

No. 112. 

From Captain Biddle to Commodore Decatur. 

U. S. sloop Hornet, off Tristan d' Acunha, 
SIR, March 25, 1815. 

I have the honor to inform you, that on the morning of the 

23d instant, at half-past 10, when about to anchor off the 

north-end of the island of Tristan d' Acunha~ a sail was seen 

to the southward and eastward, steering to the eastward, the 
wind fresh from the S.S. W. In a few minutes she had passed 

on to the westward, so that we could not see her for the land. 

I immediately made sail to the westward, and shortly after 

getting sight of her agaiu, perceived her to bear up before the 

wind. I hove-to for him to come down to us. When' she 
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had approacbed ncar, I filled the main-top-sail, and continued 

to yaw the ship while she continued to \!omc down, wearing 

occasionally, to prevent 11cr passing under our stern. At 

1. 40. P.M. being nearly within musket-shot distance, she 

hauled her wind on the starboard tacl:, hoisted English co

lours, and fired a gun. We immediately luffeu-to, hoisted our 
ensign, and gave the enemy a broadside. The action being 

thus commenced, a quick and well-directed fire was kept up 

from this ship, the enemy grauuaJly drifting nearer to us; 
when, at 1. 55. he bore up, apparently to run us on board. 

As soon as I perceived he would certainly fall on board, I 

called the boarders, so as to be ready to repel any attempt to 

board us. At the instant, every officer and man repaired to 

the quarter-deck, where the two vessels were coming in con. 

tact, and eagerly" pressed me to permit them to board the 

enemy; but tllis I would not permit, as it was evident, from 

the commencement of the action, that our fire was greatly 

superior, both in quickness and effect. The enemy's bowsprit 

came in between our main and mizen-rigging, on our star

board-side, affording him an opportunity to board us, if such 

was his design, but no attempt was made. There was a con. 

siderable swell on, and, as the sea lifted us a-head, the enemy's 

bowsprit carried away our mizen_shrouds, stern_davits, and 

spanker-boom, and he hung upon our larboard-quarter. At 

this moment an officer, who was afterwards recognized to be 

Mr. M'Donald, the first lieutenant, and the then commanding 

officer, called out that tlley h,ld surrendered. I directed the 

marines and musketry-men to cease firing; and, while on the 

taffrail, asking if they had surrendered, I received a wound in 

the neck. The enemy just then got clear of us, and his fore. 

mast and bowsprit being both gone, and perceiving us wearing 

to give him a fresh broadside, he again called out that he had 

snrrender('d. It was with difficulty I could restrain my crew 

from firing into him again, as he had certainly fired into us 

after having surrendered. From the firing of the first gun, to 
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the last time the enemy cried out he had surrendered, was 

exactly 22 minutes by the watch. She proved to be II. B. M. 

brig Penguin, mounting sixteen 32-poulld carronades, two 

long 12s, a 12-pound carronade upon the top-gallant-fore. 

castle, with swivels on the capstan, and iu the tops. She had 

a spare port forward, so as to fight both her long ~llns of 
aside. She sailed from England in September last. She was 

shorter upon deck than this shifJ by two feet, but she had a 

greater length of keel, greater breadth of beam, thicker sides, 

and higher bul\varl.s than this ship, and was, ill all respects, it 

remarkably fine vessel of her class. The enemy acknowledge 

a complement of 132: 12 of them supefI,Jumerary marines, 

from the Medway, 74, received on board, in consequence of 

their being ordered to cruize for the American privateer, 

Young Wasp. They acknowledge a loss, also, of 14 killed, 

:and 28 wounded; but Mr. Mayo, who was in charge of the 

prize, assures me that the number of killed was certainly 

greater. Among the killed is Captain Did;enson, '\ ho fell at 
the close of the action, and the boatswain. Among the 

wounded is the second lieutenant, purser, and two midship. 

men. Each of the midshipmen lost a leg. We received on 

board, in all, 118 prisoners, four of whom have since died of 

tllCir wounds. Having removed the prisoners, and taken on 

board such provisions and stores as would be useful to us, I 
scuttled the Penguin this morning, before day.light, and she 

went down. As she was completely riddled by our shot, her 

fore. mast and bowsprit both gone, and her main.mast so crip. 

pled as to be incapable of being secured, it seemed unadvisable, 

at this distance from home, to attempt sending her to the 
United States. 

This ship did not receive a single round shot in her hull, nor 

any material wound in her spars. The rigging and sai~ls were 

very much cut;, but, having bent a new suit of sails, and 

knotted aud secured our rigging, we are now completely 

ready, in all respects, for any service. We were eight meil, 
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short of complement, and had nine men upon the sick-list tho 

morning of the action. 

Enclosed is a list of killed and wounded. I lament to state, 

that Lieutenant Connor is wounded, dangerously. I feel great 

solicitude OIl his account, as he is an officer of much promise, 

and his loss would be a serious loss to the service. 

It is a most pleasing part of my duty to acquaint you, that 

the conduct of Lieutenants Connor and Newton, Mr. Mayo, 

Acting-lieutenant Brownlow, of the marines, Sailing-master 
Romney, and the olher officers, seamen, and marines, I have 

the honor to command, was in the highest degree creditable to 

them, and calls for my warmest recotllmendation. I cannot, 

indeed, do justice to their merits. The satisfaction which was 

diffused throughout the ship, when it was ascertainea that the 

stranger was an enemy's sloop of war, and the alacrity with 

which everyone repaired to quarters, fully assured me, that 

their conduct in aC,tion would be marked with coolness and 

intrepidity. 
I have the honor to be, &e. 

J. BIDDLE. 
Commodore S. Decatur, &c. &e. 

No. 113. 

Prom Lieutenant Boyce to the secretary of thl: Edit India 
company's marine-boal'd. 

SIR, 
I beg leave to acquaint you, for the information of the 

board, that the wounds received by me on SOth June last, in 

a short but smart action with an American sloop of war, off 

Anjier, in the straits of Sunda, have hithrrto preveltted my 

transmitting an official report of the cirCuID5tanres attending 

that melancholy affair. 
I am llappy to state, tbat my health is now tolerably fe. 
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established; and I think myself particularly fortunate, consi

dering the nature of my wounds, that the honor of addressing 

you on this subject has been reserved for my pen, although, 

no doubt, public rumour has, ere this, put YOIl iu possession 

of most of the facts which I now do myself the honor to 

state, and request that you will do me the favor to submit 

them to the honorable board. 

On the 30th June last, being off Anjier, in the straits of 

Sunda, on my passage to Bengal, in charge of public des

patches from the Java government, about 4 P.M. a strange 
sail hove in sight, stanning with a fair wind to the north_ 

eastward; and, as the honorable company's cruiser Nautilus, 

under my command, was working to the south-westward, 

the two vessels approached each other rapidly; and, when the 

stranger was distant about three miles, I observed that she 

had British colours hoisted, and knowing that universal peace 

had been restored to Great Britain, I despatched a boat in 

charge of my master, Mr. Bartlett, to obtain intelligence, 

which reached the stranger nearly at the same time as the 

master-attendant's from the shore; and I observed, with my 

spying-glass, that the officers had no sooner got up the ship's 
side than the crews were forcibly taken out, and both boats 

made fast a.stern. I prepared for action, and the stranger at 

once opened her tier of ports, and bore down towards us. To 

prevent her crossing our hawse I tacked, then shortened sail, 

hove to, and soon afterwards hailed the stranger, "·What ship 

is that?" To which I received no reply, until repeated four 

times, and then merely " Halloo!" Abont this period the 

English hlue ensign was hauled down, and American colours 

hoisted. I then asked, "Am I to consider you in the light 

of a friend or an enemy?" The reply was, " An enemy." 

I then informed the American captain that peace had been ra

tified between Great Britain and the United States of America; 

also, that I had the proclamation on board, and hoped that a 

due consideration of this would induce him to spare blood-
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shed. I was then commanded, in a very loud and peremptory 

manner, to " haul down my colours," which was immediately 

repeated stillloudcr, and with the addition of " instantly;" 

to which I replied, "I shall do no such thing." The Arne. 

rican then opene¢l his fire on us, by which two men were killed 

at the gun near me, and I received a grape-shot, in a slanting 

direction, through the right cheek of my posteriors. A short 

but brisk action ensued, and observing some casualties, my 

first lieutenant, Mr. Robert Mayston, and several others, 

wounded, and being myself disabled by a 32-pound shot, 

which shattered my right knee-joint, and splintered my thigh. 

bone; also considering the great disparity of force, I deemed 

it my duty, although I must confess that it was with no small 

degree of reluctance, to strike the British colours to the Arne. 

rican. Her first lieutenant, about dusk, took possession of 

us. She proved to be the U. S. sloop of war Peacock, Cap. 

tain Warrington, carrying twenty 32-pound carronades, and 

two loug I8-pounders. Her crew is said to consist of 220 men. 

Both vessels anchored for the night about six miles off An. 

jier, and in the morning I was permitted to be taken on shore, 

as well as the rest of the wounded, in compliance with my 

request to that effect. 
About 2 P.M. on the day following the action, the honor~ 

able company's cruiser Nautilus was restored, and Captain 

~Varrington addressed a letter to Mr. Macgregor, master. 

attendant at Anjier, stating, that in consequence of the infor. 

mation received from him, and the several different sources 

from which he had heard that a peace had been concluded 

between the United States and Great Britain, he felt himself 

bound to desist frOID hostilities, and regretted that his reason. 

able demand had not been complied with by the commander of 

Nautilus brig the preceding afternoon. 
On the 4th of July the Nautilus sailed for Batavia, whers 

she arrived the day following, and was sent from thence to 

Rembang, on the coast of Java, in the temjlorary charge of 
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acting lieutenant Barnes, (who was ordered on board from -tIle 
honorable company's cruiser Malabar, by Capt<1in Hepburn,) 

to receive such repairs as the damages she had sustained rc

quired. In the mean time I remained, on account of my 

wounds, on shore at Anjier, where I was most handsomely 

received and accommodated by the kindness of Colonel Y nle, 

resident, and attended by Mr. Hervey Thompson, surgeon of 

the district. On the 14th July it was 'deemed necessary to 

amputate my right leg. I submitted to the operation, and it 
was accordingly taken off above the knee. On thc 20th fol. 

lnwing I was removed to the residence of Colonel Yule, at 

Ceram, and there I remained, experiencing every mark of 

hospitality, and the most unlimited attention, until the retnrn 

of the Nautilns from Rembaog; at which period, finding my 

health tolerably restored, I rejoined her ou the 23d instant. 

I beg leave to' subjoin a list of the killed and wounded on 

board the honorable company's cruiser Nautilus, on the 30th 
of last June; and, in having to lament the loss of so many, I 

regret that, a fairer opportunity for their exertions was not 

afforded them, and myself, with a vessel of more equal force. 

[Here follows a !i,It of 6 killed, and 8 wounded.] 

What loss the American may have sustained I am not able 

to say. If report is to be relied on, they had four or five 

men wounded, and their bow.gun dismounted. 

The damage the Nautilus received in the action was consi_ 

derable both to her hull and rigging. The bends on the star

board~side, (the side engaged,) were shivered from aft to the 

fore.chains, and the bulwark, from the chess.tree afi, much 

torn. The launch and cutter were both perforated wil.o shot, 
the lower masts and tiller slightly woundedwilh grape, and 

the boom-maio.sail shot through in many places. fwo guns 

were disabled by the enemy's shot, and the shtet.allchor com

pletely so, by the loss of .its iron stock, • ing, and fiuke. 

Four 32-pound shot, that were found lodged, have bf'~n 
picked out of her: one was under the counter, very nearly 
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level with the water. A great number of small.arms and 

gunner's stores were tluown overboard by the Americans, on 

their taking possession, to clear the deck. The packets, I am 

happy to say, remained on board without being touched, but 

almost every thing below was ransacked. 

It now only remains for me to do that justice to the conduct 

of the officers and crew of the Nautilus, on the 30th of last 

J nne, which they so well deserve, by declaring my admiration 

of their firmness, and thus- publicly expressing my satisfaction 
with their conduct throughout. 

The two seapuys and native servant, with amputated limbs, 

have) I understaud, recovered,. and been sent by Captain Wil~ 
Ham Eatwell, of the honorable company's cruiser Benares, to 

Calcutta, in the honorable company's cruiser Antelope. Lieu. 

tenant Maystone's wound was once healed, bnt has broken 

out afresh: he is however now, I am happy to say, again on 

the recovery.* My own cure has been gr{'atly impeded by two 

unfortunate fistulas, in my stump, VI' hich have cansed me to 

. suffer much. The rest of the woumled are all well. 

I beg to subscribe my~elf, with the utmost respect, 

Sir, your. most obedient servant, 

CHARLES BOYCE, commander. 

H. C. cruiser Nautilus, 24th September, 1815. 

John Lowe, Esq. secretary to the 

marine-board. 

No. 114. 

Evidence of Mr. Joseph Bartlett. 

The commission appointe(l by the bench of magistrates, 

4:onsisting of the magistrate, Mr. Turr, ano the- magistrate and 

acting-bailiff, Mr. Cassa, proceeded on Friday, morning, the. 

;t The wllund subsequently mortified, and he died December 3, 1815. 

l' 
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7th July, 1815, on board of the honorable company's cruiser 

Nauiilus, lying in Batavia roads, and received the following 

voluntary depositions of the officers and people of that vessel. 

Jogeph Bartlett, master, acting commanding. officer, who 

declared, that in the afternoon, about 4 o'clock, of the 30th 

June, the cruiser Nautilus was working out to proceed on 

their passage, when a strange sail was seen, and he was ordered 

by the captain, C. Boyce, to proceed with the boat to see 

what ship it was. That on his arrival on board, he was in. 

stantly ordered by the commander of the vessel to go below; 

not being allowed to ask any question. That a short time 

after he heard say, "Strike your colours, or I will sink 

you;" and then, that orders were given to fire the bow.gun 

into the cruiser Nautilus, which did not bear: a second gun 

was fired. That further, two or three broadsides were fired, 

when he heard that the Nantilus struck her colours; and after 

this, three heavy guns and some musquetry were fired into the 
Nautilus. 

No. U5. 

Evidence of Mr. Macgregor. 

(Extract.) 

Interrogated by tlle before-named F. E. Turr~ 

Q. Did you communicate to the officers of the enemy's ship, 

before the action between her and the honorable company's 

cruiser Nitutilus took place., that peace had heen- conclUlled 

between Great Britain and the United States, and ratified DY 
both parties? A. I did: I communicated to the first lieute. 
nant, ou his informing me that I was a prisoner of war; but 
1 scarce said it, when the captain came forward and ordered 

me to be taken beiow. I communicated the above also to the 
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pUrser of the ship, in the ward.room.-Q. What time had 

you been on board before tbe commencement of the said 

action? .A. Rather more than a quarter of an hour.

Q. Has any reply been made by any of the officers of the 

Atnerican sloop of war on your communication? A. yes • .....;.. 

Q. By whom? A. The purser.-Q. What was the reply? 

A. I do not know har!) we can avoid a little brush ;-and the 

purser ordered me to go out of the way into the side.cabin. 

No. 116. 

From R. B. :Macgregor, master. attendant of Anjier, to 

Lieutenant.colonel Yule, resident at Bantam. 

SIR, 
I have the honor to. report for your information, that I was 

this afternoon released, as a prisoner of war, from the U. S. 

sloop of war Peacock, Captain Warrington, in consequence 

of the intelligence forwarded to him by me, which he deemed 

perfectly satisfactory, that peace had been ratified between 

the United States and Great Britain at Washington, by Mr.' 
Madison, on the 18th February, 1815. 

Enclosed I have the honor to transmit a copy of a letter 

from Captain Warrington, acquainting me that he would desist 

from hostilities. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 

your most obedient servant, 

& B. MACGREGOR, d~~y 

Anjier, July 1, 1815. master.attt;ndant 
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No. 117. 

(Enclosure. ) 

From Captain n7arrington to Mr. lIIaegregor, master"
attendant at Anjier. 

SIR, July lst, 1815. 

In consequence of the information received from you, and 

the several different sources from which I have heard that a 

peace had been concluded between the United States and 

Great Britain, I feel myself bound to desist from hostilities, 

and regret that my reasonable demand had not been complied 

with by the commander of the Nautilus brig yesterday after. 

1I00n. 

Respectfully your obedient servant, 

L. WARRINGTON, captain U. S. navy~ 
com. the U. S. sloop of war Peacock. 

No. llS. 

FromCaptain IV arrington to tlle American secretary of th, 
navy. 

(Extract.) 

U. S. ship Peacock, Nov. 11, 1815. 
As iUs probable you will hcreaftersee or hear some other 

ac_countcof a rencoutre whidl took place between the. Peacock 

and the East India company's brig Nautilus, on the 30th of 

June last, in the straits of Sunda, I take the liberty of making 
known to you theparticulars. 

In the afternoon of that day, when a.hreast of Anjier, as 

we closed with this brig, which appeared evidently to be a 
vessel of war, and completely prepared for action, her com~ 

malluer nailed, and asked) if I knew there was a peace. I 
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replied in the negative, . directing him, at the same time, to 

haul his colours down, if it were the case, in token of it; 

adding that, if he did not, I should fire into her. This being 

refused, one of the forward gUDS was fired at her', which was 

immediately returned by a broadside from the brig; o~r broadc 

side was theD discharged, and his colours were struck, after 

having six: lascars killed, and seven or eight wounded. As we 

had not the most distant idea of peace, and this vessel wa~ 

but a short distance from the fort of AlIjier, I considered his 

assertion, coupled with his arrangements for action, a finesse 

on h,is part, to amuse us, till he could place himself under the 

protection of the fort. A few minufesbefore coming in con~ 

tact .with the brig, two boats, containing the master-attendant 

at Anjier, and an officer of the army, came on board, and aii 

we were in momentary expectation of firing, they were, with 

their men, passed below. I concluded that they had been 

misled by the Briti~h colonrs, under which we had passed lip 
the straits. No questions, in consequence, were put to them; 

and they, very improperly, omitted mentioning that peace 

existed. The next day, after receiving such intelligence as 

they had to communicate on the subject, (part of which was 

official;) I gave up the vessel, first Slopping her shot.holes, 

and putting the rigging in order. 
I am aware that I may be blamed for ceasing hostilitieli 

without more authentic evidence that peace had been con~ 

eluded ; but, I trnst, when our distance from home, with 
the liltle chance we had of receiving such evidence, are taken 

into consideration, I shall not be thought to have decided 

prematurel y. 
I have the honor tn be, &c. 

L. WARRINGTON. 
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No. 119. 

A list of British national enti:::.ers, captured Of destroyed by the 
Americans during the late t0ar,. excluding, from the former, 
such as were re-captured in their wag into port. 

I 

I 
""-0 

I 
" . 0", 

<A 
o.~ 

00 
.,., 

Dale. Ships' names. " " -c 0 

= 0 - "" G v "'"~ ~ 8 E E-< 8~ I 
1812. I 

I 
Aug. 13 Alert, 20 86 393 Cap. 

19 Guerriere, 49 263 1084 DoJ 
Oct. 25 Macedonian, 49 292 lOS I 00. 

Dec. 291 Java, I 47 370 1073 00.* 
1813. 

Feb. 24 Peacock, B. 19 122 386 00.* 
April 26 D.ofGlo'ster, B.+ I 164 Do. 
Ayg .. 51 Dominica, Sc.:j: 15 77 217 00 
Sept. 5 Boxer, B. 14 66 179 Do. 

9 Highfiyer, Se. 5 39 209 00. 
10 l ~quad. of 6 ve~sel8 ~ 

on Lake Ene, 63 345 865 Do. 

1\ 

1814. I Feb. 14 Pictou, 
sc·1 

14 72 211 Do." 
pri! 29 Epervier, B. 18 lI7 382 Do. 

Ballahou, Sc. 4 20 U Do. 
June 281 Reindeer, B.I 

19 lI8 385 00*. 
Aug. Nancy, Sc. 2 54 Dest. 

5 Magnet, B. 14 144 00. 
Sept. 1 Avon, B. 18 II 391 Do. 

II ~ Squad.of 4 vessels~ ~ 74 420 1303 Cap. 

15 1 ;enr~~~hamplain, I 21 'lI 512 Dest. 
1815. 

}'eb. 20 Cyane, 33 171 539 Cap. 
261 St. Lawrence, sC'113 51 240 Do. 

larch 23 Penguin, B. ~ 122 387 00.* 

No. 30. Total, 530 2751 10273 

t Also a :\lo-gun ship in frame, burnt. 
:j: Re-captured, but not as a cruizer. 

By what force. 

Essex frigate. 
Constitution do. 
United States da. 
Constitution do. 

Homet 20. 
Com. Chauncey, on L. Ontario. 
Decatur privateer. 
Enterprise 16. 
President frigate. 

Commodore Perry's squadron. 

Constitution frigate. 
Peacock 22. 
Perry privateer. 
Wasp 22. 
Americans on Lake Huron. 
Commodore Chauncey. 
Wasp 23. 

Com. Macdonough's squadron. 

American battery at Mobile. 

Constitution frigate. 
Chasseur privateer. 
Hornet 20. 

§ Including two re-captured Americacn cutten. 

* Destroyed immediately after capture. 
II Saved by the Castilian. 

, Do. by vessels in company, 



APPENDIX. ~cxv 

No. 120. 

List of American national cruizers, captured or destroyed by the British 
during the late war; excluding, as in the last list. 

Date. Ships' names. By what force. 

JU~~12i61 Nautilus, B.114
6
, 11061 2131 Cap. I Shannon and others. 

August 3 I Com. Barry, R.C. 98 Dest. Spartan frigate. 
22 Js.Madison, R.Se. 10 651 114, Cap. Barbadoes do. 

Oct. 181 Wasp, 18/ 130 4341 Do. I Poictiers 74, 
Nov. 22 Vixen, B. 14 130 217 Do. Southampton frigate. 

1813. 
Jan. 171 Viper, B. 12 931 1481 Do. Narcissus do. 
:Feb. 22 Two gun-boats, 41 154 nest. I Brit. troops on L. Ontario. 
June I Chesapeake, 49 391 1135 Cap. Shannon frigate. . 

25Growler, Cut. 1111 51 IIOI~l Do. Br.trooJlson L. Champlain. 
{Eagle, Cut. 481 G ~ 

July 
1421 GsuurU~ebYooart', R. sC'1 61 I 25 100 J ca]>'1 Narcissus, frigate. 76 Dest. Brit. troops on L. Ontario. 
14 Asp, Sc. 23~ I 88 Do. Mohawk and Contest. 
27 Gun-boat No 121 351 78, Cap. Junon and Martin. 

A' lO~y~~::er,' . ~~: 1 !g ~~~ Do. ~onY~o?ntario,bYSirJ.L~ 
ug. Scourge, Se. 109 l 118 235 1 U set 5 In earryingsaiJ to avoid ,Sir 

Hamilton, Se. 5 I p { James. 
141 Argus, B.I 20 I 125 I 315. cap., Pelican brig. 

1814. I I Mareb28 Essex, 46 265 867 I Do. Phrebe and Cherub. 
II I Frolic, 2221171 539 1 Do. I Orpheus and Shelburne. 

July 4 Two gun-boats, 160 De.t. I Severn and Loire. 
II I Rattlesnake, B. 16 lSI I 305 Cap. Leander frigate. 
12 Syrcn, B. I~I 1137 350 Do. I Medway 74. 

Aug. 12i~~~oe,rs, ~~: ~g ~~~ Do. C~pt.Dobbs,?nLakeErie. 
S Scorpion, 81]>. 308 ~ 11130 l Dest.2 Rear-admiral Cockhurn, ill 

222 Fifteen gun-boats, 5 5 S h P 

24 ~E~:{I~~~at, I 412i [I II ~~95~o5~1 ::::. ~ A ;r~;~;P~;O;,; i:I~~ect:s~ 
Boston, & & 
A 22 5"9 'c. c. rgus, " 

29 I Gun-boat, 21 I 85 I cap., Seahorse frigate. 

~ Tigress Sc I 281 96/ Do. Lieut. Worsley, on L. Erie, Sept. 3 ' . Adllms, 26 783 Dest. Br. al Castine. 
61 Scorpion, SC.! 251 33'5'" 8

8
6
6

1 Cap. I Lient. Worsley,on L. Erie. 
5 Gun boat, No.I60'1 Do. Lacedemonian frigate. 

10 Eagle, H. Cut. 2 I 75 Dest. Despatch brig. r Seahorse, Se. I ? 3 Do. ') 
I Alligator, SIp. 3 20 76~ [' Captain Lockyer, at Lake 

Dec. H.< Five gun. boats, ~: C Pit . " 23 156 99/ 22~ I 44" ap. J ont-c Jar raw. I Nos. ::I, , , - v " 

l 162, and 163, I 
27 I Carolina, Sc. I 14 225 II Deit'l British at New Orkllls. 

1815. I 1 
Jan. 151 President, ~~ 4771 ~~ I Cap. I Eudymion; squad. in sight. 

No. 64. Total, 660 299L1 14848 

Oct. 
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No. 121. 

List of Briti.~h and .Am~rican national cruizers, cf1ptured at sea, which 
the opposite party succeeded in getting into port. 

BRITISH. AMERICAN. 

Ships' names. Guns. Compo Tons. Ships' IJames. Guns. Compo Tons. 

------- -.------ ------- ------
Macedonia!!, 49 292 1081 President, 58 477 1533 
Cyane, 33 171 539 Chesapeake, 49 391 1135 
Alert, 20 86 393 Es!!ex, 46 265 86'" 
}~pervier. B. 18 117 382 Frolic, 22 171 539 
Dominica, Sc. 15 77 217 Argus, B. 20 125 315 
Boxer, B. 14 66 179 Wasp, 18 130* 434 
St. Lawrence, Sc. 13 51 240 Rattlesnake, B. 16 131 30.5 
JIighfiyer, Se. 5 39 209 Syren, B. 16 137 aso 
Ballahou, Se. 4 20 74 Nautilus, B. 14 106 213 

Viper, B. 12 93 148 
Jas. Madison, Se. 10 65 114 
Gun-boat, 9 45 112 
Surveyor, Sc. 6 25 100 
Nine gun-boats, 34 267 549 

No. I-I--- No. 
330 I 2430 

--
9. Totltl, l71 919 3314 22. Total, 6714 

.. Number of prisoner~ l'ec~ived, 

INDEX. 
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A. 
LlBEILLE, French brig, her capture of the Alacrity, 153. 

Alert, capture of -h;Y--the Essex---Affi€fwa-n fl,igare,81_83._ Was_. 
originally a collier, 82. 

Alexandria frigate and Spitfire sloop, chase the American frigate Pre

sident, Commodore Rodgers, off the North Cape, 252-4. 

Alexandria, the town of, capitulates to the British squadron, under the 

orders of Captain Gordon, 381; and App. No. 81, 85,86. 

Alfred and Epervier. See Epervier. 

Amelia, herengagement with the French frigate,!' Arethuse, in 1813,197. 
l~ . __ , 

American accounts of actions between their privateers and British ships 
of war, 483-6. 

American and British ships, their size, construction, and tonnage, com-

pared, 16-22. I 

American editor$, theil' nnfair conceal~'ent of important facts, 15. A 
remal,kable instance of shameless effrontery, 2-93-5. 486. 

Arnel'iean naval hi.;torieG, their partiality, 1. List of several, and im

plicit credit wbich these, al.d all American.accounts, obtain in Ame

rica, 2-4. 

American navy considered, 95. Manned by British seamen, decoyed 

from British ~hips, 96. Exercise of the men in practical gunnery, ib. 
American marines, made up of natives, and how trained, 96,97. 

Andromeda, hel' dimensions, 35. 

Annual Register, the new, remarks upon the statements contained In. 

359.5\13. 

Arethuse (1') her action with the Amelia, 194. 

Argus and Pelican. See Pelican. 
___ American brig, her gunner's stores compared with Bl'itish gun

brig's and British sloop's, 276. Her crew a fine set of men. 278. 

Argus corvette, burnt at Washington, 378 . 

.I1von encounters, ami is sunk by the Wasp; crew saved by the Casti

lian, 362. Damage, loss, and forc€ of each vessel, 363-5. Ply

mouth account of the action, 365. American official account, 

App. Nos. 81, 88. 
Q 
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B. 
Bainbridge, Commodore, his official letter, App. No. !Z4. Remarks 

thereon, 178- 81 .. 185. 
Ballahou schooner, captured by the Perry, 333. 

Baltimore, demonstration upon, 386-7;' and App. Nos. 97, 98. De. 

struclion, by the Americans, of their shipping, &c. 388. 
Band, the Macedonian's, refuse to fight, and afterwards desert, 159 •. 

Barclay, Cap~ain, appointed to command the flotilla on Lake Erie, 

284. See Lake Erie. 
,Barney, Commodore, capture and destruction of his flotilla by Rear-, 

admiral Cockburn, 375. The commodore taken prisoner by Major
general Ross, 377. 

Barrette, Lieutenant, his gallant behaviour, and death, 258. 
Bar,,!!, Commodore, though born in Irel~nd, styled and applauded 'as. 

lin AmeriGan hero, 61. Account of his conduct, when commanding 

the Alliance frigate, in action with different British ships, as set 
forth in the American Portefolio, 51-57. 

B(Jrtlett, MI'. his depOSItion, App. No. 114. 

Belvidera, chase <if, by the squadron of Commodore Rodgers, and her 
engagement with the President. See Rodgers. 

Biddle, Lieutenant, his letter, App. No. 15. Ren.arks thereon, 146.148. 
--- Captain, his officililletter, App. No. 11!Z. Hemarks,487-97. 
Bladensburg, battle of, 377; and App. No. 82. Americansretr.eat 

through Washington, into Virginia, pursued by the British ariny, 
378. See Wash.ington. 

Blakeley, Captain, his official letters, App. Nos. 78.87. Remarks 
thereon, 356-,-9. 363-9. 

Blanche, her capture 9f the Guerriere, force, &c. 1.10. 
Bl!Jthe, Captain, of the brig Boxer, killed by an 18-pound shot, 26~. 
Boatswain; the Java's, his intrepid behaviour, 177-8. 

Bonne Citoyenne, Captain P. B. Greene, challenge to, by the Hornet, 
Captain Lawrence, and Captain Greene's reply, 208; and App. 
Nos. 32, 33, 34, 35 •. Unhandsome behaviour of the commanders 
of the Constitution and Hornet on the occasion, 209-10. 

Boston citizens, present a service of plate to Commodore Perry, bear

i!!l!: a palpably false inscription, 294. Their reception of Captain 
Stewart, 469. 

Bouvet, Captain, his account of the termination of his action with the 
Amelia, 195. Of l'Arethuse's complement and size, 107. 

Borer hrig, Captain Blythe, her .encounter with the Enterprise hrig, and 

c[lpture, 262. Damage and lass of each vessel, 263-4; and App. 
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No. 45. Theii' relative force in guns, men, and size, with .rem.!lfks' 
" thereon,: 26':'-8. 

Boy, eleven years old, wounded on hORI'd the Dominica, 259. 

Boys, great pl'oponion on board British ships of war, 15. 

Boyce, Captain, of the E. I. company's brig Nautilus, gailant be

haviour, and dreadful wounds" ill a rencolltl'e" with, the American 
ship Peacock, 501-12. 

Er.eeching-b!llts, drawing of tbe, 76.100. 344. 363.,460.489. 

British rzav.lJ, its inactive state after the battle. of Tra~algar, and t11e 

• > effects of that Slate on the officers and men, 92, 93. Polishing 

system r~probated, 93. Scarcity of oak-timber and seamen, 9·1,. 

British prisoners taken, hy force, to man American vessels, 43. Guel'

riere's and Java's crews plundered by the">Amcricans" 108. 188. 

" Shameful, ,t,reatment of ,the Levant's aud Cyane's crews by the 

Americans, 464. 

Bmadsidc weight qf metal, definition of a ship's, 12,13. 

Broke, Captain, his ehallenge to Ihe, Chesapeake, App. No. 36. His 

,official letter, No. 38. ,His severe wounds, 218. His system ur' 

dillciplinf.' practised on board many of the frigates, and other vessel. 

on the North AmericaI\ station, 5~6. 

Budd, Lieutenant, his .oifiGialletter, App. ,No. 39. Remarks thereoo" 

.. f222~3_ 226. 2~9 .. 2404. 

Buglemarz, the Chesapeake's, his defection assigned as one cause of her 

capture, 221.247. None on board the Argus, 232. 

Bulwark, bel' force, 131.135. Supposed meeting ,;ith,the PresideD t, 135., 

C. 

Canno?!, their various kinos, dimel)sions, denominations, and compara

tive powers, 4-9. Advantage of shifting, 12. 

Captures and triumphs, naval American list ,of on each side, 513.' 

Gross er~ors in their prize-lists, 514-J5.. Nt) acco.unt givell of their 

own captured privateers and mercbantmen, 516. True account of 

British a~d American vessels of all sorts captured and destroy\"rI, ib. 

and App. Nos. 119,120.,121. British 1055 in natjonal vessels muel. 

,exaggerated, and American los5 in the same greatly under-rated, 5 iT. 

, Trne arconnt stated, 518-19. American and British triumphs ;ub

milled to aritbmetical calculation, 520.-3. Reasol1s assigned fiJI' 

our triumphs not having been more numerous, 52,j. Observatiolls on 

the l'ih~estic and new Guel'riere, Nymphe and Constitution, TClIetios 

·6.nd Congress, 52'1-5., Concluding remarks, 521-8. 

Ci/r.dcn,CAP.tain, Ilis official, letter, A,pp. ~<}.18. 
Q :l 
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Carronades, whyso named, 5. Superior power of, 6, 7. 
Cathcart, Captain, his gallantry the cause of saving a fleet of thirty 

whale-ships, 255. 

Chads, Lieutenant, his letters, App. Nos. 22 and 23. Addrclis to the 

court, on his trial, 170. 

C/wmplain, lake. See Lake Champlain. 

Chasseur and St. Lawrence. See St. Lawrence. 

Chauncey, Commodore, his letters, App. Nos. 50. 5'2.65. Remark-s 
thereon, 292.297-8. 301-3. See Lake Onlal'io. 

Cherub, her cruize with the Phcebe, 306. Her subsequent proceedin~!. 

318. Her arlllament, 312. 

Chesapeake and Leopard. See Leopard. 

---- Slwnnon. Sec Shannon. 

Cockburn, Rear-admiral, captures and destroys Commodore BHrney'ti 
flotilla in Chesapeake-bay, 375; and App. No. 81. 

Complement q/ men, ill a ship, a most essential point, 13-15. Ame
rican method of computing, '230. 

Con fiance, improperly termed a frigate by the Americans, 419. Court

martial on the surviving officers and crew of, App. Nos. 94, 95. 

Constellation and Insurgent. See Insurgent. 

la Vengeance. See Vengeance. 

Constitution, American frigate, chased by Captain Broke's squadron, 
and escapei, 79. 

Constitution and Guerriere. See Guerriere. 

,----Java. See Java. 
Levant and C!Jan~. See Levant. 

,---- Pique. See Pique. 

Consul, American, at St. Sah'ador, his nnhandsome conduct, 208-10. 

His letter, App. No. 33. 

Contract ships employed in the British navy, in consequence of the 
scarcity of oak-timber, 94. 

Coquette, sloop, called by the Americans a heavyfrigate, 41)5. 
Cyane. See Levant and Cyane. 

Crowninshield, Mr. his letter, App. No. 106. 

D. 

Dacres, Captain, his official letter, App. No.8. Addres3 on his trial, 
No. 11. Wound, 103. 

Decatur and Dominica. See Dominica. 

---Commodore, his official letters, App. Nos. t9. 103. and 104. 

Hemarks thereon, 155-9. 163. 431-3. 44'2-5. 449. 453. Hii 
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challenge, addressed to Sir T. Hardy, for the United States and Ma

cedonian to fight the Endymion and Statira, 327; and App. No. 66. 

Accepted as to the Macedonian and Statira, 328; and App. ;'\os. 67. 

6g. American finesse on the occasion, ib.; and App. No. 69. 
Boston account of the affair, sso. 

Decks of ships of war, the difference in their number of decks forms a 

general distinction, -SO, 31. This difference not a true criterion of 

force, as exemplified by various instances, 32-35. 

Deserters and emigrants, the facility of their naturalization in Ame

rica,73. American ships manned chiefly by them in their war with 

Tripoli, ib. hlducements held out to British seamen to desert, 159. 

Dickinson, Captain, his death, 489. 

Dismantling shot. See Shot. 

Dobbs, Captain. See Lake E"ie. 

Dominica schooner, Captain Barrette, engaged, boarded, and captured, 

by the Decatur, Captain Diron, 256. Enemy's account of the 

action, 256-7. Loss and force of each vessel, 257-260. State
ment of comparative force, 260. The Decatur's commander, and 

most of the crew, Frenc!lmen, 258-260. 

Douglas, Captain, his gallant hehaviour, 460. 

Downie, Captain, his operations 00 Lake Champlnin, aod extraordi

nary death. See Lake Champlain. 

E. 
Emulous brig, captures the Gossamer, 80. 

End!fmion, squadron in company, engages the President American 

frigate, which surrenders to her, but is taken possession of by 

the Tcncdos and Pomone, 427-30. American accounts of the 

affair, 431-40; and App. No. 103. Endymion's damages and 

Joss, 44.0-1. President's damages and loss, 440-4; and App. 

No. 107. Endymion's force in guns and men, 444-5. Presi

dent's also, 445-8. Commodore Decatur and the Bermuda 

Gazette, 449. Dimensions of the two vessels, 451. Comparative 

force of the two ships, with remarks on tbe President's superiority 

in g'lnS, men, and size, 45Q-6. 

End!flllion and Statira, chalienge to, from Commodore Decatut. See 

Del'atw'. 
Euterprise and Boxer. See Bo.-r:er. 

Epervier brig, captures tbe AlfrEd, 341. The mutinous state of the 

Epervier's crew, 342. Is ordered to tbe West Indies; and, on her 
return, falls in with, engages, and is captured by tIle Peacock, ib. 

American official account of tbe action, App. No. 76. Cause of the 
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, Eperviel"s s~rrender, 344, Her loss1n men, ib. 'Her force in guns, 845. 

Hership's cOlllpmiy, 346-7. Peacock's <lamage and loss, 345. :Force 

in guns and men, 318. Statement of comparative force; 349. Full 

'dimensions of both vessels, 350-1. Epervier founders at sea, 353. 

Erie, Lake. See Lake Erie. 

Essex, American frigate; and Rattler sloop, 87. Essex and ShimJiun, 

: 33-9t. Capture of, by the Phcebe, 309. See Ph'rebti. 
Eurotas, thickness of her top sides, 18. 

F. 
Foreigners employed to man British ships, 94. 
France, naval occurrences between America and, 60. Capture or" 

I'Insurgent by the Constellation, 61. Statement of their compara

tive force, 61-63. The Constellation engaged and beat off byla 

Vengeance, 64. Commodore Truxton's account of the engage

men,t, App. Nos. 1 and 'l. La Vengeance, heing re-fitted, after

wards encounters, and is captured by H. B. M. ship Seine, 65. 
Comparative force of the ships, ib. Americans claim' a victory for 

Commodore Truxton, and the medal struck in consequl"nce de

scribed,66. French account 'Jf the engagement with the American, 

frigate, 67. Remarks thel'eon, ib. 

France. See America and France. 

,French and Spaniards, American opinion of their naval character, 338. 

This opiniun prol'ed to be false, by case~ cited, 333-9. 

F1'igates, Britir,h and American, with their coniparative dimensions 

and force, 114-30. }'rench frigates, 130. American frigates 

compared in force with other classes of British ships, 150-37. 
Concluding remarks on the subject, 13!). 

Frolic, brig'of war, sailing fronl Honduras,with a convoy, hears of 

the American war; encounters, and is disabled hy a se\'ere gale; 
falls in with tile American sloop Wasp; sends convoy a-head, en

gages her, alHi ,is captured, 139-':'41. Details of the action, 

141-45; and A pp. Nos. 13,14. Re-capture of the Frolic, and cap

ture of the Wasp, 143. Froli,e's and Wasp's damages, loss, anri furce, 

146-5'l. Comparative dimensions and force, and remarks, 15'l-4. 

Frolic, American ship, her chase by, and surrender to the Orpheus and 

Shelburne, without firilig a shot, 83.:>-6; and App. No.75. Shame

ful conduct of the Americans after surrender, 337. Her officers 

and crew honourably acquitted by a court of inquiry, ib. Cases 

quoted, wherein French :ohips have acted differently from the Frolic, 
338--9. Profile-view of the Frolic, Plate 3, fig. 1. 

Furnace for he~tillg shot on board the Constitution, 466. 
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G. 
Gordon, Captain, his interesting letter, respecting his operations with l'l 

squadron in the Potowmac, 385; and App. No. 84. 

Gossamer and Emulous. See Emulous. 

Gue,'riere engages the Constitution, 98. Details of the action, ib.; 

and App. Nos. 8, 9,10, 11, 12. Guerriere's surrender, damage, 

final destructilJn, and loss of men, 100-3. Constitution's damage, 

and loss, 103-4. Comparative force of the Guerriere and Consti. 

tution, and remarks, 104-13. Plunder committed on the Guer
riere's crelY ~~, ,i'e Americans, 108. 

-Guns. See Cannoll. American names of guns in the Chesapeake, ~32. 

H. 
Hannibal. See Andromeda. 

Hardy, Sir Thomas M. his letters, App. Nos. 68. 70. 

Harlequin, American sciJooner, her capture and dimensions, 333- 6. 

" Historyqf' the }Var, An impartial and correct," by Mr. John Low, 

published at New York,~. Its absurdities exp()sed, ~46. 268. 273. 

275. 280. 294. 

Hornet and Bonne Citoyenne. See Bonne Citoyenne. 

----- Loup Cervie,·. See Loup Cervier. 

----- Peacock. See Peacock. 
_____ Penguin. See Penguin. 

Hull, Ca.ptain, his official letter, App. No.9. Remarks thereon, 98. 

100-7. 156. 

I. 
Impressed crews, British ships manned with, 94. 
Inglis, Lieutenant, his letter, App. No. 55. See Lake Erie. 

Insurgent (l'), her capture by theColistellation,CommodoreTruxton,61. 

J. 
Jamllicajleet, squadron under Commodore Rodgers, sent in quest of, 75. 

Java frigate, cammissiollcd, and fitted for an East Iudia voyage, 168. 

Departs frum Spithead; captures an American merchantman; falls 

in with the Constitution and Hornet; chases :md engages the former, 

169. Details of the action, with the Java's damHge, loss, and final 

destruction, 170-9; and App. Nos. 22 and 26. Constitution's 

damages and loss, 180-2. Force of the Java ill gUllS, men, and 

gize, 183-93. Force of the Constitution ill g,UI1S, &c. 191. Cum

parative force of the two .hips, 194. Re-capture of the Java', 

prize by the Hornet, 185. 
Jones, Captain, his official letter, App. No. 14. Remarl.;s thereon,-

146-8. 150. 1~~. 
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L. 
Lake Champlain, description of, 401. Operations on the lake, 402. 

Equipmtnt of the Con fiance, 404. Arrival of Captain DOlVnie, 

from .Lake Ontario, to take the command, ib. Action hetween the 

British and American fleets, 108; and App. Nos. 90, 92. Captain 
Downie's extraordinary death, 410. British fleet surrenders, 411. 

Declaration of the American commander, ib. Damages and loss on 

each side, 412. Force of the respective squadrons, 413-20. 

American painting of the action, 422. Statement of comparative 

force, and remarks thereon, 424. Sentence of court-martial on the 

snrviving officers and crew of the British flotilla, App. Nos. 94, 95. 

Lake Erie, description of, 283. Captain Barclay appointed to com
mand the flotilla on this lake, 284. List of the flotilla, ib. Build

ing of the ship Detroit, 285. Captain Barclay, under great disad

vantages, compelled to engage the American squadron, 287. Details 

of the action, and of the Lawrence striking, and afterwards re

hoisting her colOtlTs, Q87-8. Surrender of the British squadron, 

App. No. 55. Loss on each side, Q8S; and App. Nos. 55 and 58. 

Force in guns, men, and size, 290. Statement of comparative force, 

293. Capture of the Somers and Ohio by a British detachment, 

under Captain Dobbs, 389. Also of the Scorpion and Tigress, by 
Lieutenant Worsely, 391. 

Lake Ontario, description of, Q96. Sir James Yeo's first enterprise on, 

App. No. 48. Commodore Chauncey's statements of operations on, 

App. Nos. 50-Q. Force of the hostile squadrons, Q97. Growler 

and Julia ca/lturerl by Sir J. Yeo, App. No. 49. American officer'S 

account of that event, 299. Statement of comparative force dU"ing 

each action, 303. Commodore Chauncey convincerl of his mistake, 

304. Launching of British and American ships on the lake, 394-5. 

Fort Oswego stormed and carried hy tbe British, 396-7. Their 

failure at Sandy-creek, 398. Sackett's-harbour blockaded by Sir 

James Yeo, 398. Comparative force of Sir J. Yeo's and Commo

dore Chauncey's squarlrODS, 399. Launching of the St. Lawrence, 
400. Commodore Chauncey retires tu Sackett's-harbour, ib. 

Lakes, the, difficulty and expense of equipping British vessels on, Q8S. 

Lambert, Captain, mortally woupded, 178. His death and funeral, ib. 
Landrail and S!Jren, action between, 360. 

La'lJ.Tence, Captain, his official letter, App. No. 29. Remarks oD,200. 
20Q-5. 

----, brig, Commodore Perry's flag-ship, strikes, and afterward, 
re-hoists bel' colours, Q87 -8. See Lake Erie. 
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Leander, (old,) engaged, for six hours, at close action, Ie Genereux, 
80 guns, 33. 

Leander, (new,) thickness of her topsides, 18. 

Leopard and Chesapeake, American accounts of the engagement between, 

67-69. Statemer.t of the comparative force of the two ships, 70, 71. 

Ltjoille, Captain, his letter, A pp. No.3. Remarks thereon, 70.280. 483. 

Letter, attributed by Commodore Bainbridge to one of the Java's offi. 

cers, considered as a forgery, 179. 

Levant and C;yane fall in with and engage the American frigate Con

stitution, 458. Details of the action, 459. Surrender of the Cyane, 

460. Levant tries to escape, 461. Her surrender, ib. and App. 

Nos. 108, 109. Gross mistatement of American official accounts, 

461. Levant and Cyane's damages and los!;, with their fOI'ce in guns 

and men, 462-4. Shameful treatment of their crews by the Ameri

cans,464. Constitution's damages and loss, 463. Her force in 

guns,465. Extraordinary piece, consisting of sevell musket.harrels, 

together with dismantling shot, and furnace for heating shot, seen on 

board the Constitution, 465-6. Her force in men, 466. Dimen
zions of the ships, 467. Statement of comparative force, and re~ 

marks, 469-73. The Levant's and Cyane's surviving officers and 

ship's companies hnnourably acquitted hy the respective courts-mar

tial,473. Arrival of the Constitution and her prizes at St. Jago, ib. 

Discovered and chased out by the Leander, Newcastle, and Acasta, 

474. Escape of the Cyane, and recapture of the Levant, ib. 

Lime, cask of, taken on board the Chesapeake; also a curious case re

lated on the subject, 233-4. 
Linnet, the laot vessel that hauled down her colours in the action on 

Lake Champlain, 411. 

Little Belt and Prasident, engagement between, 72. 

Lock;yer, Captain, his attack and capture of gun-boars at Lake Port

chartrain, 388 ; and App. No. 99. 
Loire frigate, her chase of the President, Commodore Rodgers, into 

Sandy-hook, 321. 

Loup.Cervier and Hornet, challenge between, 331. 
M. 

];[acdonald, Lieutenant, his official letter, App. No. 111. 

lvl'Call, Lieutenant, his official letter, App. No. 45. Remarks thereon, 

263-4. See Boxer. 
Macedonian frigate falls in witb, and engages the United States, 154. 

Accident that occurred to the Macedonian in the onset, ib. 

Official details of the engagement, App. Nos. 18,19. Damage, 
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Joss, - and armament of each ship, 156-61. Their comparative 

size, and comparative force, 162-64. Commodore Chauncey'. 

opinion of the frigate Ulliteci States, 164. 
ll1acgregor, Mr., his letter, App. No. 116. Deposition, App.No. 115. 

lYllljeslic, her blockade of the U. S. ship Guerriere, 5'24. 

lYlaLln, her force, complement of men, and size in tons, cumpared with 

those of an old 50-gun ship, 33. 
lIIllples, Captain, his official letter, APP' No. 42. His narrow escape, 

272. See Pelican. 

lIla/'ines, their necessary qualifications, 95. 190. 
_. ___ American. See American Navy. 

lYlartin sloop, grounds on a shoal in the Delaware; is attacked by a 

squadron of American gun-buats, anci captures one of them, 369-72. 

American accoullts, 373. 
~'Iasts, British and American ships', comparative dimensions of, 20. 

Measurement, American and British, the methods of computing, 21-

Midshipman, British, shamEJul behaviour of an American naval com-

mander to, 382. 
Mortars and Howitzers, their peculial' use, 5. 
]).[ul·ray, Commodore Alexander, his letter, App. No. 105.

N. 
Nautilus, E. I. company's ship, fallen in with, and wantonly attacked 

and captured by the American ship Peacock, Captain Warrington, 

after a knowleclge of the peace, 500-1; and App. Nos. 117-18. 

Gallant behaviour, and dreadful wouncls, of Captain Boyce, com

mander of the Nautilus, 501-2. Other loss sustained, 503. Force 

of the tWI) vessels, 505. The transaction fully considered, 506-1~. 

Naval Engagements. See tIle several Naval ActicHls, under the names 

of the British ships respecti,-ely engaging;, in their Alphabetical 

order. 

"Nflvul History," Mr. Clarke's, 2. Criticisms upon, 3. Its numerous 

partial and false statements exprJsed, 12. I'T. 37-51. 60. 81. 87. 

91. 116.121-30.136.145-7.153.183. 222. 227. 241-4.248. 

250. 263. 274. 280. 369. 404. 

" Naval Monument," Mr. Bowell's, publi,hed at Boston, 2. Its modest 

frolJtispiece,iL. Statements examined, 81. 166.188. 201. 210.294. 

310.322-4.337. 34;:;. 353.357.400. 416. 

Nat'al ocwrrenc~s between America and France. See France. 

Navy, Llmerican. See American Navy. 

Ncw London, i\ merican ships chased into by the Valiant and Acasta, 
and the port blockaded, 3~5. 



INDEX. 

New York, populace of, their reception ofCapiain POI'ter, 317. Cor

poration of, their fulsome address to Captain Stewart, 469. 

N!/mphe, her defiance of the U. S. ship Constitution, 524. 

O. 
Officers, British and American, their opposite feelings towards each 

other, 97. 

Officiall1ccourzrs, Briti»h, not publiohed, 81. 199. 256. 263. 833. 342. 

354. 362. 453. 431. 487. 

Ontario, Lake. See Lake Onta'rio. 

Orpheus and Shelb1l1'ne capture tlle Frolic. See Frolic, American ship. 

Osu'e~"o Fort, stormed and carried by the Brit;sh, 396-7. 

P. 
Peacock, brig, her action with the American ship Hornet, 199-200. 

,American print uf the action, 201. Peacock's la,s, iv. Hornet's da

mages and loss, ib. Peacock's and Hornet's force in gllOS and men, 

201-7. Dimensions or the two vessels, (l05-6. 

Peacock and El'ervil"-. See Epervie,-. 

Nautilus. See Nautilus. 

Pelican brig, Captain Maples; her engagemeht with the Argu~, which 

she captures, 269-71; and App. Nos, 42, 43, 44. Damage and 

Joss on board each vessel, 272-3. Pelican's force in guns and men, 

and American accollnts of both, 273-5. Argus's force in gUllS, 

275. The dismantling and other curious shot fOUDd on board bel', 

!Z76. He/complement, 277. Depositions of bel' officers, ib. Size 

of each vessel considered, 279. Argus's tonnage, 280. Compara

tive force, 281. 

Penguin brig, falls in with, engages, and is captured by, the Hornet, 

487. Details of the action, App. Nos. 111, 112. Penguin'S da

mages, destruction, and los" 489-90. Hornet', damages and loss, 

490-2. Force of each vesstl in guns, men, and size, 492-5. 

Statement of comparative force, and remarks thereon, 498-9. 

Pen'!) and B"lla/lOu. See Ballahou. 

Perry, Commodore, his official and other letters, App. Nos. 56,57,58, 

59, 60. 64. Remarks thereon, 288-92. 295. Presellted with a 

service ,of plate by the citizens C!f Boston, 294. The commodore and 

the engral'ers, 295. 
PI/{ebe frigate, Captain IIillyar, Jeal'es England, 305. Arrives, in com

pany with two .Ioops, at J uall Fernandez, and there hears of Captain 

Portel's depredations, 306. Phrebe and Cherub arrive at Valpa

raiso; "here' they disC()I'er and blockade the Essex and Essex J u

niol', 307. Essex sails out; is attacked and captured by the Phrebe 
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and Cherub, 808-9, Damages and loss on both sides, 310-11. 

Force of the vessels in guns, men, ~nd size, 312. Statement of com

parative force, 316. Their arrival at Plymouth, 319. 

Pigot,Capt, his ofticialletter, App. No. 75. See Frolic, American ship. 

Pique, meeting between her and the COll5titution, 475. American 

falsehood detected, 476. Exempl~ry conduct of the Pique's ship's 

company, 479. 

Plantagenet, gross libel on the officers and crew of, 3'.12. 

Plattsb1lrg bay and works, att~ck upon, and its failure from the promised 

co.operation not having been given, 406-8; and App. No~. 90. 9Z. 

Polishiug system, reprobated, 98. QO:Z. 

Porter, Captain, his letters, App. Nos. 7. 73. 74. Remarks thereon; 

81. 307.309.311. 314-13. His treatment of a British seaman, 86. 

of Captain Hillyar, 318. .>\ccount of the prize.ships taken by him, 

previous to his capture in the Essex, 319. See Essex. 

PotoU'mac river, the bridge across it burnt by the British troops, 379. 

The river ascended by a squadron under the command of Captain 

Gordon, 381. The squadron's return with twpnty·one prizes, having 

defeated the American batteries, 334. 

Pvwcie1', to produce a proper effect, must be in good condition, 101. 

Bad condition of the Guerriere's, ib. 
President, American frigate leaves New York for Bengal Bay, and 

strikes on a mud-bank, 4~6-7. Court of illquiry thereon, App. 

Nos. 103. 105. Gets off, pursues her course, falls in with a British 

squadron, and is engaged by the British frigate Endymion singly, to 

which ship she strikes, 427, and seq. See Endyrnion. 
P,'esident and Alexandria. See Alexandria. 

------ Belvidera. See Behidera. 

------ End:ymion. 
,--- LiWe Belt. 

See End!Jmion. 

See Lilt le Belt. 
---- Loire. See Loir~. 

------ Plan'agenet. Sce Plantagenef. 

P,'evost, Sir George, charges preferred against his excellency by Sir 

James Lucas Yeo, and his death pr€\ious to the day of trial, 4~5. 
Pring, Captain, his oflicialletter, App. No. 90. 

Prisoners, British. See Britislt p,'is~ners. 

Privateers, American, and Briti;h ships of war, American accounts of 
actions between, 483-6. 

Prize-lists, American, gross errors in, 514-15. 

R. 
Racoon sloop, destruction by her of the American fur-establishmellt 

upon the Columbia, 319. 
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Rappahannock, gallant boat·attack at the mouth of, and capture of four 

armed schooners, 367-8. American accounts of the affair, 369. 

Rates of American and British ships; deception on the public in thii 

matter exposed, and the difference shewn betw~n the rate and the 

actual armament, 23-26. The reason of this difference explained, 

27. American secretary at war's report, for altering the dimensions 

of ships of war without changing their rates, 28. British Order ill 

Council directing that the rate shall in future correspond with the 

number of guns actually mounted, 29. 

Rattlesnake, American sloop of war, her fine crew, 183. 

Reindeer and Wasp, action between, and surrender of the Reindeer, 

after desperate resistance, and her subsequent destruction, 354-5 ; 

and App. Nos. 78, 79. Respective loss, damages, and force of each 
vessel,355-360. 

R,tsolution, a bombastical, of the senate and house of representativei 
of the United States, 106. 

Revolutionary War, naval history of, by Mr. Clarke, 37, and seq. His 
majesty's ship Glasgow and an American squadron, 38, 39. Nimrod 
and an AmerK:an armed ship, 39, 40. Beaver and Oliver Cromwell, 

"0. Yarmouth and Randolph, 40-42. Cruel treatment of British 

prisoners of war, 43. Ariadne and Ceres with the Raleigh and 

Alfred, 44. Levant and General Hancock, 45. The Diligent and 

Providence, 45,46. Serapis and Scarborough with a squadron under 

Paul Jones, 46. The Savage and Congress, 46-49. South Carolina 
American frigate, 49. Anecdote of Captain Manly, 50. Atalante 

and Trepassy with the Alliance, 51-54. Sybil and Alliance, 55-58. 

Total amount of British and American captures during the war, 59. 

Rig of ships, not a true criterion of their size, any more than their 

rate- or /lumber of decks of their real force, 35, 36. 

Rodgers, Commodore, sent with an American squadron in PIll'SHit of 
the Jamaica fleet, 75. Falls in with, and chases the Belvidera, ib. 

Rnd App. Nos. 5, 6, 7. Engagement between the Bel\'idera and 

President, 75-77. Belvidera escapes, and the American squadron 

resumes its pursuit of the convoy, but fails in overtaking it, and 

returns to Boston, 77, 78. The commodore's account of the chase 

of his bhip the President off the North Cape, when in quest of a fleet 

of whalers, 252. The chasing ships identified as the Alexandria 

frigate and Spitfire sloop, 254. The commodore's third cruize, 3'H. 

Rifle-barrelled pieces, their evident superiority, 109. Employlll· by 

the Americans, ib. 96. 177. 233.313.354. 

ROiS, Major-General, his victory over the Americans at Bladensburg, 



INDEX. 

occupation of 'W ashington, and £lestruction caused there, 337. Hi3 

subsequent death, in a demonstration upon Baltimore, 386. See 

Bladensburg and Washington. 

s. 
Sackett's lwr/;ollr. See Lalw Ontario. 

San Domingo, thickness of her top-sides, 18. Her force in guns, 131. 

Superior discipline of her crew, 526. 

Sandy-Creek, British failure in an attack on, 398. 

Sear/lan, a British, tarred and feathered, 84. 

Seamen, in what their proficiency consists, 189. 

--- Britisb, their scarcity; its cause and consequences, 94. In

, ducements held out to them in America to £lesert, 159. The vcry 

defective num],12f On board the Lake Erie flotilla, 28G. 

Shannon frigate captures the American bri!!; Nautilus, 30. The Shan. 

nun and Tenedos reconnoitre the harbour of B')ston, which the Chesa

peake enters unperceived, 211-12. The President and Congress 

avoid the blockading ships, and escape to sea, 'l12. Captain Broke 
rletaci,es the Tenerlus, ib. Takes on Qoard twenty tIVO Irish la

hourers, 213. Captain Droke challenges the Chesapeake, and stands 

close in to Boston light-house, 213; and App. No. 36. Cbesfll'eflke 

sails out without receiving the challenge, 2H. The two ships en. 

gage, 215. Details of the action, 216-20. Captain Broke boa'rds 

in person, 217. His severe wounds, and personal c01Jflict witb three 

Americans, 218. Americans spectators of the engagement, 220. 

Court of in'llJi,'y on the loss of the Cnesapeake, App. No. 40, Lieu

tenant Budd's oRicia! letter, App. No. 40. Shannon's damageH and 

1')55,224-5. Chesapeake's, 22.')-6. Shanl1Ol"S force in gUllS aod 

men, 227 -30. Chesapeake's force in guns, alJ(1 names of her guns, 

'231-'2. Dismantling shot, rifle guns, &c. taken in the Chesapeake, 

23'2. Cask of jime round on b""rd her, wito u curious case on the 

subject,233-4. Chesapeake's complement, '23 J.-7. Qur.Jity of her 

crew, and American remarks lhereon, 22f)- 242. Dimensions of the 

two ships in hull aod spats, 24.5. CO!llPHfali"e force, and remarks 
thereon, ~47 -51-

Ship's complement. See Complement. 

-- dec/,s. Sec Dec/,s. 
-- rates. Sec RaltS, 

--.size or dimensiolls. See Sileo 

Size of a s/Iip, in tons, of great importance 11l estimating the compara. 
li"e force, 15-22. 
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Shot, large-sized, advantages of, 7-9. Weight of less consequence thaa, 

diameter, 10. The Americans of a contrary opinion, ib. That opi

nion refuted, ib. British and American shot in use, 11. American 

dil;mantling 5hot, 175. Dismantling I>hot, &c. taken on board the 

Chesapeake, 232. The President prepared with similar shot when 

cbased by the Alexandria frigate, 255. Also the Argus, 276. Same 

shot used by the Wasp in ber action with the Reindeer, 357. And, 

on board the Constitution in !lction with the Levant and Cyane, 466. 

" Sketches qf the TVar," Mr. Thomson's, published at Philadelphia, 2. 

Dedicated to the American secretary of state, 4. Its gross mis

statements corrected, 81. 89. 184. 192. 261. 276. 369. 373. 391. 

475. 485. 513-20. 

Smith, Mr. one of the Shannon's midshipmen, bis gallant conduct, 217. 

Spaniards and Frenclt, American opinion of their naval character, 338. 

Stackpoole, Captain, his letter, App. No. 67. 

Statira and End!Jmion, challenge to, from Com. DGcatur. See Decatur. 

St. Lau;rence schooner, with despatches relating to the peace, attacked 

and captured by the American hrig Chasseur, 480-1. Damages, 

loss, and force of each vessel, 481-3. 

Stewart, Captain, his official letter, App. No. lOB. Remarks thereon, 

461-2. 466. 470. 

Sj/ren and Landrail, action between, 3ec. 

T. 

Tarring and feathering a British seaman for refusing to take an oath of 

allegiance to America, 84. 

Tenedos, her fruitless attempt to hring to action the U. S. frigate Con-

gress, 525. 

Tonnage. See lIofeasw'ement. 

Tripoli, Americall" at, 72. CI'ews made up of British seamen, 73. 

Trillmphs and Captures, naval, American list of, on each side. See 

Capful'eH. 

Truxton, Commodore, bis aCcollnt of the engagement of the Constella

tion with la Vengeance, App. Nos. I. 2. Victory claimed for the 

commodore, and medal st.-lick in cOIi;fgucnle, 60. 

u. 
United States and France. See America ann Franci'. 
_______ }}lact'donian. See JJi[acedonian. 

___ ltlacedonian lind Hornet, chased ioto POl't by the VaIiflllt 

aod AcaBta, 32.5. 
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Valiant anrl Acasta, their chase of the American ~hips United States, 
Macedonian, and Hornet, into New London, 325. 

Vengeance Cia), her e£lgagement with the Amer:can frigate Constel· 

lation, 64; and App. Nos. 1. 2. French account, 67. .Her subse· 

quent capture by the British frigate Seine, 65. 

W. 
TVar declared by America agaillst Great Britain, 74. A squadron under 

Commodore Rodgers sent in pursuit of the Jamaica fleet, 75. 

War q{1776. See Revolutionary War. 
Warrington, Captain, his official and other letters, App. Nos. 76.117. 

118. Remarks thereon, 342. 345. 500-12. His wanton and 
unjustifiable attack of the E. r. company's brig Nautilu;;, after being 

apprised of the peace, ib. Considerations on this disgraceful traus

action, ib. 
Washington, the American capital, entered by the British army; its 

dock-yard, arsenal, shipping, stores, arms, bridges, &c. destroyed; 

senate-house, house of representatives, president's pahlCc, &c. &c. 

set on fire; cannon, stores) &c. taken, 378-9; and App. Nos. 82, 83. 

TVasp and Avon. See Avon. 

---- Frolic. See Frolic. 
---- Reindeer. See Reindeer. 
Watson, Lieutenant, his official letter, App. No. 4..3. Remarks thereon, 

271-2. 280. See Pelican. 
Watt, Lieutenant, his death, 219. 

Whalers, fleet of, saved by tbe gallant conduct of Captain Cathcart, 255. 

Whin!lates, Captain, his official letter, App. No. 13. Wounds, 147. 

See Frolic brig. 
lViliting schooner, snrprise and capture of, 79. 

lVilliam, American ship, her capture by the Java, 169. Recapture by 
the Hornet, 185. Commodore Bainhridge's behaviour on the occa

sion, iv. 
Worseley, Lieut~nallt. See Lake Erie. 

Wright, Lieutenant, his lelter. App. No. 30. See Peacoc1c, brig. 

Y. 
Yeo, Sir James L. his official letters, App, ::.Ios. 48, 49.51. 53. ~!). 

His reported challenge to Captain Porter, 85. Operations on Lake 

Ontario, 297; and App. Nos. 48. 52. American editol"s ludicrous 

charge against, 401. Charges preferred by Sir James agaimit the late 

Sir George Prevost, 425. See Chauncey, and Lake Champlain. 

I'rinled by Joyce Gold, 105, SlIoe.laue, Londo",. 
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