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13 July 1835. 

A 

B I L L 
[AS A:\LENDED ON RE-COMMIl'l\lENT] 

To repeal an -4\ct of the Ninth Year of his late Majesty, for 
regulating the Carriage of Passengers in Merchant Vessels 
from the United Kingdom to the British Possessions on the 
Continent and Islands of North America, and to make 
further Proyisi6n for regulating the same. 

[N. B.-The Clauses marked CA.) to (G.) were added by the Committee.] 

a 

~~ ~ (jj; :llUllHl$l it is expedient to make Provision respecting 
~ the Carriage of Passengers from the United Kingdom to 

distant Countries, and for that purpose to repeal a certain Act passed 
in the ninth year of the reign of his late Majesty King GEORGE the 
Fourth, intituled, "An Act to regulate the Carriage of Passengers in 
IVIerchants' Vessels from the United Kingdom to the Continent and 
Islands of North America ;" 

ll5e it tDcrefore crenatteb, by The KING's most Excellent MAJESTY, 

by and with the Advice and Consent .of the Lords Spiritual and 
10 Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 

by the Authority of the same, THAT the said recited Act shall be, and 
the same is hereby Repealed: Provided nevertheless, That all Fines, 
Forfeitures and Penalties to which any Person or Persons may have 
become liable under the said Act, shall and may be slled for, prose-

) 5 cuted and recovered; and that any right of action which may have 

accrued to any Person or Persons by virtue of the said Act, shall and may 

be enforced hereafter in such anc the same manner in all respects as 
if this present Act had not been made. 
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( 2 ) 

And be it further Enacted, That no Ship carrying Passengers from 

any Port or Place in the United Kingdom, or in the Islands of 

-Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, SarI. 01' JV/an, on any Voyage to or 

for any Port or Place out of EZl1'ope, and not being within the 

Jl,1editerranean Sea, shall proceed on her voyage with more Persons ons 

boai'd than in the 'proportion of Three Persons for every Five tons of 

the registered Burthen of such Ship, the Master and Crew being in~ 

cluded in'and fohning a partdf such prescribed nllmber; and that no 

sllch Ship having more than one deck shall carry any Passengers upon 

any such voyage as aforesaid, unless she shall be of the height of Five 10 

Feet and a Half at the least between decks; and that no such Ship I 

having only one deck, shall carry any Passengers upon any such voyage 

as aforesaid, unless a platform shall be laid beneath such deck in 

such a manner as to afford a space of the height of at least Five Feet 

and a Half; amI that no such Ship shall have more than Two tiers. of ] 5 
Berths; and that no such Ship having Two tiers of Berths, shall carry 

any Passengers on any such voyage as aforesaid, unless there shall be 

an interval of Six Inches at the least between the deck or platform 

and the floor of the lower tier throughout the whole extent thereof: 

Provided always, That· whatever may be the Tonnage of the Ship, no 20 

greater number of Persons as Passengers shall be taken on board than 

shall be after the rate of one such Person for every Ten superficial Feet 

of the lower deck or platform unoccupied by goods or stOl<es, not being 
the personal Luggage of such Persons, if such Ship shall not have to 
pass the line Oil her voyage; or after th~ rate of one such Person for 25 

every Fifteen such clear superficial Feet, if such Ship shall have to 
. pass the line. 

3· 
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And be it -further Enacted, That no Ship carrying Passengers on any 

such voyage as aforesaid shall be cleared out for such voyage from 

allY Port in the United Kingdom, or in the said Islands of Guernsey, 30 

Jersey, Aldel'ney, Sark or Man, unless and until there shaH be actually 

laden arid on board such Ship, good and wholesome pl'ovisions for the 
use and consumption of the said Passengers, over and above the vic

tualling of the crew, to the amount or in the proportion following; that 

is to say, a supply of pure water to the amount of Five Gallons to 5 3 
every Week of tbe computed voyage for every Passenger on hoard 

such Ship, such water being carried in tanks or sweet casks, and a 
supply of bread, biscuit, oatmeal or bread stuffs to the amount of 

Seven Pounds weight, to every Week of the computed voyage, for every 
!'Iuch Passenger: Provided always, That to the extent of One,.thirdof 

such supply and no more, Seven Pounds weight of potatoes may 

be deemeu and computed to be equivalent to One Pound weicrht 
. .. b 

of bread, biscuit, oatmeal or bread stuffs in the supply of any 

Ship bound to some prace in North America : Provided also, That 
. when any Ship shall be destined to call at a Port or Place in thecOLHse 

of 
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( s ) 
of her voyage for the purpose of filling up her water, a supply of water 

at the rate before mentioned for every "Week of the computed voyage 

to such Port or Place of calling shall be deemed to be a compJiance 

with the provisions of tbis Act. 

5 And be it further Enacted, That the number of Weeks deemed to 

be necessary for the voyage of any such Ship, according to her destina

. tion, shall ~e determined by the following rule of computation; (that lS 

to say) 

For a voyage to North Ame1'lca, Ten Weeks: .. 
10 For a voyage to South America on the Atlantic Ocean, or to the 

West Coast of Africa, Twelve Weeks: 

For a voyage to the Cape of Good Hope, Fifteen Weeks: 

For a voyage to the Mauritius, Eighteen Weeks: 

For any other voyage, Twenty-four Weeks. 

15 And be it further Enacted, That before any such Ship shall be 

cleared out for the voyage, the officers of the Customs shall survey, or 

cause to be surve~ied by some competent person, the Provisions and 

VVater hereinbefore required for the consumption of the Passengers, and 

shall ascertain that the same are in a sweet and good condition; and 

2(j shall also ascertain that, over and above the same, there is on board an 

ample supply 9f Water and Stores for the victualling of the crew of the 
Ship; dnd such officers shall also ascertain that the directions herein
before contained in respect of the situations of Berths have been com

plied with. 

25 . And be it further Enacted, That the Master of every such Ship shall 

cause a Table to be drawn up of the respective Prices at which any Pro

visions or Stores that may be sold by any Person on board to any of 

the Passengers during the voyage are to be supplied, and that a Copy of 

the same, printed or written in a fair and .legible manner, shall be affixed 

30 in some convenient and conspicuous place on board the said Ship for t~e 
"" perusal of all parties, and that the same shall be maintained for conti-

nual reference, as well during the period in which Passengers shall be 

engaged as during the whole of the voyage; and that no higher prices 

than are stated in sl1ch Table shall in any case be charged for such 

35 Provisions or Stores as may be so supplied during the voyage: Provided 
nevertheless, That nothing berein contained shall be construed as· re
quiring the Master of any Shi p to provide Provisions or Stores for the 
purpose of sale to any Passengers who may hav.e contracted to victual 

themselves during the voyage. 

40 And oe it further Enacted, That if doubt5 shall arise whether any 

Sbip about to proceed with Passengers as aforesaid is sea-worthy, SQ as 
to be i1t for her intended voyage, and such doubts shall not be retIJqved 
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to the satisfaction of the Collector and Comptroller of the Customs, at 

the Port from which such vessel is to be cleared out, it shall be lawful 

for such Collector and Comptroller, at any time, to c~use such Ship 

to be surveyed by Two competent Persons; and if it shall be reported 

by those Persons thar-such Ship is not in their opinion sea-worthy, with 5 
reference to such voyage, such Ship shall not be cleared out, unless the 

contents of such report be disproved to the satisfaction of the Com

ini:ssioners of the Customs, or until such Ship shall have b~en rendered 

sea-worthy. 

And be it further Enacted, That T\\'o Copies of this Act, or Abstracts 10 

of the same, made, provided and issued by the authority of the Com

missioners of the Customs, and authenticated by the signature of the 

Collector or Comptroller of the Customs at the Port of clearance of the 

Ship, shall be delivered to the master, on demand, by such Collector or 

Co m ptroller at the time of clearance, and shall be kept on board every 15 
Ship proceeding with Passengers as aforesaid, and .that one of such 

Copies or Abstracts shall, upon request made at seasonable times to the 

Master of the Ship, be produced to any Passenger for his perusal. 

And be it further Enacted, That no Ship carrying Passengers in 

any sllch voyage as aforesaid to any snch Port or Place as aforesaid, 20 

except any Port or Place in North America, if the number of such 

Passengers shall amDunt to or exceed One hunched, shall clear .out 

for such voyage from any Port in the United KingdollJ, or in the 

said Islands of Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, Sar1c or klan, unless 

. there shall be rated upon the Ship's Company, and shall be actually 25 
serving on board such Ship, some Person duly authorized by law 

to practise in t~is Kingdom as a Physician or Surgeon or Apothecary; 

a'nd that no such Ship shall actually put to Sea or proceed on such 

voyage unless such medical Practitioner shall be therein, and ,shall 

bona .fide proceed on such voyage, taking with him a Medicine Chest 30 
and a proper supply of medicines; instruments and other things suitable 

to the intended v?yage; a~d no Ship carrying Passengers under the 

provisions of this Act shall clear out for any voyage from any such 

Port as aforesaid, unless and until there shall be actually laden and 

on board such Ship medicines and other things necessary for the 35 
medical treatment of the Passengers on board" during such intended 

voyage, and available fOi" that purpose, nor unless such medicines and 

other things shall be adequate in amount and kind to the probable 

exigencies of any such voyage; and together with such medicines and 

other things shall also be put on board every such Ship, previously to 40 
her clearing out for any such voyage as aforesaid, a Certificate Linder 

the hands of any T\\·o oi' more such medical Practitioners as aforesaid, 

to the effect that such medicines and other things have been inspected· 

by them, and are in their judgment adequate to meet any such probable 
exigencies as aforesaid. 1; 

And 
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And be it further Enacted, That no Ship carrying Passengers to 

an'y place as aforesaid shall be cleared out if there shall be laden 

on board such Ship, by way of stores, over and above the stores proper 

for the crew of such Ship, any quantity of Spirits or strong Waters beyond 

One-tenth part of such quantity as would, except for this restriction, 

be allowed by the Officers of the Customs upon the Victualling 

Bill of such Ship for the outward voyage only, according to the number 

of Persons going the voyage. 

And be it further Enacted, That the Master of every Ship carrying 

10 Passengers on any such voyage as aforesaid shall, before clearing out his 

said Ship for sllch voyage from any Port or Place in the United King

dom, or in the said Islands of Guernse!), Jerse!), Alderne!), Sark or 

Man, deliver to the Collector or other Principal Officer of His Majesty's 

Customs at such Port or Place, a List in writing, together with a dupli-

15 cate of the same, specifying, as accurately as may be, the names, ages and 

professions or occupations of all and every the Passengers on board such 

Ship, with the name of the Port or Place at which he the said Master 

hath contracted to land each of the said Passengers; and sl1ch Collector 

or other Chief Officer of Customs shall thereupon deliver to the said 

20 Master a counterpart of such List signed by him the said Collector or 

other Chief Officer as aforesaid; and the said J\'Iaster shall exhibit the 

said counterpart of his said List to the Collector or other Chief Officer 

of His lVIajesty's Customs at any Port or Place in His Majesty's Pos

sessions, or to His Majesty's Consul at any Foreign Port, at which the 
25 said Passengers, or any of them, shall be landed, and shall deposit the 

same with such Collector or Chief Officer of Customs, or such Consul, 

as the case may be, at his final Port of discharge in the said Possessions. 

AND for the prevention of frauds, which might be practised upon 

Persons emigrating from the United Kingdom; BE it further Enacted, 

30 That the Master of any Ship carrying any Passengers as aforesaid shall 

not; without his or her previous consent, land or put on shore, or cause 

to be landed or put on shore, any Passenger at any Port or Place oth£lr 

than the Port or Place at which he may have contracted to land or put 

such Passenger on Shore. 

35 Provided always, and be it further Enacted and Declared, That for 

the purpose and within the meaning of this Act, Two Cbildren, each 

being under the age of Fourteen years, but above the age of Seven years, 

or Three Children, each being under the age of Seven years, shall in 

all cases be computed as One Person only; and that Children under 

40 the age of Twelve montbs shall not be included in the computation 

of the number of Persons. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any Ship shall not actually put 
to Sea and proceed upon any sllch intended voyage as aforesaid on 
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the day for that purpose appointed in and by any contract madehy 

the Owner, Master or Charterer of such Ship, or by their Agent, witb 

any'Passenger who shall on that day be on board thesarne, or ready 

to pl'oceedon such intended voyage, then and in every such case the, 

Master of such Ship shall pay to each and every such Passenger as 

shall have contracted to victual himself, a Fine, to be computed at and 

after the rate of One Shilling in respect of each day during which he or 

she shall be so detained previously to the actual dearing out and 

tinal departure of such Ship on such voyage, and that the sallle may 
be recovered daily: and the Master of such Ship shall victual each and 

every such Passenger as shall have contracted to be victualled by the 

Ship-owner on and from the day which shall be so appointed: Provided 

always, That no such Fine as aforesaid shall be incurred or be pay

able in respect of any detention of any such Vessel which shall be so 

detained by stress of weather, or other unavoidable cause. 

And be it further Enacted, That at the dose of any such voyage 
as aforesaid, every Person arriving as a Passenger at any Port or Place 

shall, during the space of Forty-eight Hours next after such arrival, 

be entitled to continue on board such Ship, and to be provided for 

5 

10 

and maintained on board the same in such and the same maimer as 20 

during such voyage, unless in any case it shall have been expressly 
stipulated and agreed between any such Passenger and the Ma,ster 

of slIch Ship that such Passenger shall not be entitled to such provisiOli 
or maintenance during the said period of Forty-eight Hours, or unless in 

the ulterior prosecution of her voyage any such Ship shall quit any such 25 
Port or Place within the said period of Forty-eight Hours. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any Ship carrying Passengers 
on any voyage from any Port or Place in the United Kingdom, or in 

the Islands of Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, Sark or JJIan, on any 

voyage to or for any Port or Place out of Europe, and not being in 30 
the Meditermnean Sea, shall carry any number of Passengers exceeding 

by more than One Person in Fifty, the proportion authorized and allowed 
by this present Act; or if such Ship shall not be of the height between 

decks hereinbefore required; or if such a platform as hereinbefore 

directed shall not be laid and continued throughout tbe whole duration 35 
of any such voyage, in such manner as is hereinbefore required; or if 

there shall be more than Two tiers of Berths: or if there shall not be - , 
throughout the whole duration of any such voyage, such an interval as 

is hereinbefore prescribed between the deck and the floor of the lower 

tier of Berths; or if any such Ship shall clear out and put to Sea, 4 0 

not having on board such water and provisions as aforesaid, for the 

use and consumption of the said Passengers, of the kind and to the 

am?unt and in the proportion hereinbefore required; or if a Table of 

the Prices of Provisions or Stores shall not be exhibited as hereinbefore 

required; or if any higher prices "than are named in such TabJe shall be 

charged 



( 7 ) 

charged; or if there shall not be on board any such Vessel such medical 

Practitioner as aforesaid, or such Medicines alld other things necessary 

to the medical treatm~t of the Passengers, as is hereinbefore required; 

or if ~ny such Ship shall be cleared out before such Lists of Passengers, 

5 as hereinbefore mentioned, shall have been delivered in manner and form 

aforesaid, to such Officer as aforesaid; or jf any such List shall be 

wilfully false; or' if the Copy or Abstract of this Act be not produced 

as hereinbefore required; or if any Passenger shall not be allowed to 

continue on board such Ship in manner hereinbefore provided; or if 

10 any Passenger shall, without his or her previous consent, be put on 

shore at any place other than the place at which the Master had con 

tracted to land such Passenger, the Master of any such Ship shall, for 

and in respect of each and every such offence, be liable, on such sum

mary conviction as hereinafter mentioned, to the payment of a fine of 

15 110t less than Five Pounds, nor more than Twenty Pounds sterling 

British money. 

Provided nevertheless, and be it further Enacted, That nothing 

herein contained shall take away or abridge any right of suit. or 

action which may accrue to any Passenger in any such Ship, or to any 

20 other Person in respect of the breach or non-performance of any 

Contract madc or entered into between or on the behalf of any such' 

Passenger or other Person, and the Master. Owner or Owners of any 

such Ship. 

And be it further Enacted, That all indictnJents or informations 

25 against any Person or Persons for or in respect of any offences 

by them committed, or alleged to have been committed, under this Act, 

and that all proceedings for the recovery of any fines, penalties or 

forfeitures incurred, or lalleged to have been incurred, by any Person or 

Persons under this Act, shall be preferred and prosecuted by any 

30 Person or Persons whomsoever, and shall be proceeded with and 

determined before such and the same Courts, Magistrates and 

Justices of the Peace, and in such and the same manner, and by such 

and the same Persons, and with, under and subject to all such and the 

same rules, provisoes, conditions and restrictions, as in the case of 

35 any indictments or informations preferred, or proceedings taken for or 

in respect of any offence committed, or for the recovery of any fiqes, 

penalties or forfeitures incurred under any Act of Parliament now in 

force for the prevention of SmLlggling~ or relating to the Customs, or 

to Trade or Navigation: Provided al ways, That in order to the pre-

40 ferring, prosecuting, proceeding with, or determining any slich indict

ments or informations under this present Act the direction or consent 

of the Commissioners of Custorps shall not be necessary or required; 

anything in such Acts of Parliament as aforesaid to the contrary in 

anywise notwithstallding. 

383. A 4 AND 

17· 
The right 01 

Action of 
Passengers ' 
not to be 
taker. away o~ 
abridged. 

18. 
Prosecutions 
and recovery 
of Penalties. 



19· 
Master of 
Ve~iiels to 
enter into 
bond for the 
due perform
ance of the 
.Regulatiolls 
prescrihed by 
this Act. 

Limitation of 
Prosecutions. 

20. 
Exception of 
particular 
kinds of Ships. 

21. 
Bahamas, 
&c. to be 
deemed in 
South 
America. 

22. 
CLAUSE (G.) 

Act Illay be ' 
altered during 
present Scs-
• ion. 

( 8 ) 

AND for the more etfe<;tually securing the observance of the afore-

. said rules, and the payment of the penalties aforeRaid; BE it further 

Enacted, That before any Ship carrying Passengers shall clear out for 

any such voyage as aforesaid from any Port or Place in the United 
Kingdom, or in the said Islands of Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, Sark . 5 
or Man, to or for any Port or Place out of Europe, and not being in the 
Mediterranean Sea, the Master of the said Ship shall enter into a Bond 
to !Jis Majesty, Hi~ heirs and successors, with one good and sufficient 
surety, to be approved by the Collector or other Chief Officer of Customs 
at such Port, in the sum of One thousand Pounds, the condition of whi{!h 10 

Bond shall be that the said Ship is sea-worthy, and that all and every the 
rules and reJ5ulations made and prescribed by this Act for the carriage 
of Passengers shall be well and truly rerformed before and during such 
intended voyage, and that all penalties, fines and forfeitures which 

the Master of such Ship may be sentenced or adjudged to pay for or 15 
in respect of the breach or non-performance, before or during such 
voyage, of any such rules and regulations, shall be well and truly 
paid: Provided always, That such Bond shall be witho,ut stamps, and 
that no such Bond shall be put in suit, and that no prosecution, suit, 
action or information shall be brought under or by virtue of this Act, 20 

or upon or by reason of the breach of any of the provisions thereof, in 
any of His Majesty's Possessions Abroad after the expiration of 
Twelve calendar Months next succeeding the commencement of any 
such voyage as aforesaid, nor in the United Kingdom or any of the 
Islands before mentioned, after the expiration of Twelve calendar 25 
Months next after the return of the Master to the Port or Place from 
which he sailed on such voyage. 

And be it further Enacted, That nothing in this Act contained shall 
extend, or be construed to extend, to Ships carrying Passengers in cases 
in which the number of Persons computed in manner hereinbefore pro- 30 

vided shall not exceed One Person for every Five Tons of the registered 
burthen of such Ship, nor shall any thing in this Act contained extend 
to any Ship in the service of the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
Admiralty, or in the service of His Majesty's Postmaster-General, or 
in the service of the East India Company. 35 

And be it further Enacted and Declared, That the Bahama Islands, 
and all Places in America southward of the same, shall be deemed to 
be in South America, for the purposes of this Act. 

And be it further Enacted, That this Act may be amended, altered 
or repealed by any Act or Acts' to be passed in this Session of 
Parliament . 





6 WILL. IV.-Sess. 1835. 

A 

B I L L 
, 

[AS AMENDED ON RE-COJVIl\UTMENT] 

To repeal an Act oftbe Ninth Year of his late 
Majesty, for regulating tbe Carriage of 
Passengers in Merchant Vessels from the 
United Kingdom to the Britis~ Possessions 
on the Continent and Islands of North 
A7Ile1'ica, and to make further Provision 
for regulating the same. 

(Prepared and brought in by 

, ~Mr. Baring,_ Lord Viscount Lowther, 
and 1111'. Gladstone.) 

Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Prillted; 

13 Jul'!} 1835. 
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