A N

ACCOUNT

Of a moft Dangerous

VOYAGE

Perform'd by the Famous

Capt. John Monck,

In the Years' 1619, and 1620.

By the fpecial Command of CRISTIA N 1V,
King of Denmark, Norway, &c. to Hudfon’s Straits,
in order to difcover a Paffage on that fide, berwixe
Greenland and America to the Weft-Indies. With a
Defcription of the 0/d and New Greenland, for the
better Elucidation of the faid Treatife.

Tranflated from the High-Dutch Original, printed
at Frankford upon the Maine, 1650.
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The PR EF A CE

Obfervation in the following Treatife; (1.) A Defcription of

the Old and New Greenland, their firft Difcovery, Names,
Fertility, Living Creatures, &c. among the laft of which thofe which
produce the noted Unicorns, being none of the leaft remarkable, Ibad the
curiofity to get an exaét Draught thereof from my Brother Mr. Michael
le Blou, who living at Amfterdam, purchafed the fame from the Green-
land Company,  This Forn was found on the Sea-fhore, with part of the
Body of the Fifh; the Head of which, together with the Horn, being
cut off, was brought intire to Amfterdam ; the Horn being fo white
that no Ivory was to compare to it 5 tho we were obliged for want of fuf-
ficient extent of the Paper, to veprefent it in the annexed Draughts in fe-
veral Pieces.  The whole length of the Horn is 4 Foot 9 Inches; the
Head x. Foot and vo Inches, making together 6 Foot and 7 Inches.
(2.) Anaccount of divers Voyages, made by the Command of Chriftian
IV. King of Denmark, ¢rc. for the Difcovery of a Paffage betwixt
Greenland and America to the Eaft-Indies; the fuccefs of which pro-
ved Very unfortunate, as Will be evident from the enfuing Treatife. (3.) 4
reprefentation of that part of Greenland known by the name of Spitf-
bergen. (4.) A fuccinc account of that smonftrous Fifb calld the Whale,
and the manner how it is taken, baving not been treated of fo circum-
flantially, as far as I know, by any other Author before : The whole of
which 1 have comprebended in [everal Draughts, mark’d with A.B, C.D.

E.F. and G. Farewel.

T HERE are four principal Points worth the curions Reader’s

An



_;zal 279 S0 kX 760 10 we | 20

or GREENLAND. |

. 8o
5 |
G R O E NI AN D. q:;é

SPITSBERGEN

8o

NORTHERN

A OcE ax.

70

CRISTIANSz A

g _7 - ‘,_-7.1 .
nX - "M} _




545

Advertifement concerning the Map of
GREENLAND

) HIS Map is regulated accord-

ing to four feveral Elevati-

ons, which were beft known

tous ; to wit, of Cape Fare-

wel, of Iceland, of Spitsbergen, and of
that place in Chriftians Sea, where Capt.
Monck pafs’d the Winter in his Voyage,
which in this Map is to be found under
the name of Afonck’s Winter-Harbour,
The Longitude of-Places is taken trom
the Meridian fix’d tc the lfle call’d In-
fola del Fervo, one of the Canary Hlands,
in which we have follow’d the Footfteps
of thie moft and ablelt Mathematicians
of Europe. The Longitude of Adonck’s
Harbour is remarkable above the reft,
by an Eclipfe of the Moon mentioned in
Capt. Monck’s Relation, to haveappear’d
there inthe Year 161¢, the 20th day of
December, about eighta Clockat Night.
The fame Eclipfe did, according to the
beft Computation, appear at Parts inthe
fame Year on the 21t day of December a-
bout three a Clock in the Morning ; from
whence it is evident, that there was no
more than feven Hours difference be-
twixt them. Now if you allow fifteen
Degrees to each Hour, it is plain that
the Difference betwixt the Meridian of
Paris, and the Meridian of Afonck’s Har-
bour, is of 105 Degrees: And fuppoling
Paris under 23% Degree of Longitude,
the beforementioned Harbour muft con-
fequently be put under the 278+ Degree,
or 31% Degrees beyond the Canary If-
lands. And fuppoling twelve French
Leagues to make a Degree (for two of
thofe Degrees make but one in the grea-
ter Circles ) the Product will amount to
1260 Leagues, the true diftance hetwixt

Vol. L.

Paris and this Harbour.

The Southern fide of Greenland is re-
prefented in this Map asif it were com-
pofed of twoIflands : in which we have
tollowed a Map compofed by the directi-
on of acertain Mafter of a Ship living
at the Briel in Holland ; who having
made two feveral Voyages, to wit, in
the Year 1624, and 1625, to Greenland,
ftiles it an Ifland, tho it be uncertain
whether it be anlfle, or compofed out of
feveral I{lands; or whether it be an-
nex’d to the Continent.

The Coaft from Cape Farewel to
Hudfow’s  Straits, and {o further to
Monck’s Hatbor in Chriftians Sea, is taken
from a Map drawn by Capt. Monck’s
own Hands ; which we were the more
willing to follow, becaufe it agreed with
Hudfon’s Map (who was the firft that
entred thofe Seas) I will not pretend to
determine whether the Weftern Coaft
betwixt Dayis’s Straits, and Aonck’s
Harbour, is really a part of Greenland;
it being not impoffible but that this
Country may be feparated from the
Continent of Greenland, either by fome
other Channel, or perhaps by an In-
land-Sea, and that confequently it may
be annexed to America: And in Den-
mark they are not fo very politive as to
this Point, as they are in relating of the
Coalt from Cape Faremel to Spitsbergen,
which they unqueftionably accouat a part
of Greenland. W hat Account they make
of it in England and Holland | am not a-
ble to tell, my Intention being only to in-
form the Reader of what I could find out
in Dénmark.

Bbbb Me-
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oA
Monck.

N~ Memotrs concerming the 0ld and New

GREENLAND.

Situation.

Iwo diffe-
rent Chro-
nicles of
Green-
land.

Firft difes-
very of it

REENLAND iscalld that

Country lying to the utmoft

point of the North, which

extends from South to Eaft,
from Cape Farewell through the Mare
Glaciale, or frozen Sea, as far as Spits-
bergen and Nova Zembla. Some are of
opinion, that it adjoins to the Great Tar-
tary, but without any certain reafon, as
fhall be thown hereafter. To the Eaft
it borders upon the frozen Sea, to the
South upon the Ocean, to the Weft upon
Hudfow’s Straits, by which it is feparated
from America, and its Bounds to the
North are unknown hitherto. Some are
of opinion, that it is upon the fame Con-
tinent with America, becanfe the fup-
pofed Straits, call’d Davis’s Straits, have
fince been found to be no more than a
Bay ; but Capt. AMonck who attempted
the fame Paflage, gives us great reafon to
believe that it is feparated from America,
as will appear from his own Relation.

In this prefent Defcription of Greenland
we have followed the footfteps of two
Chronicles, one of which was very an-
tient, and written in the Iceland Tongue
originally, but tranflated into Danifb;
the fecond being a Danifb Chronicle of
a newer date. The Author of the Ice-
land Chronicle was one Snorro Storlefon,
who in his life-time was a Judg in that
Country, The fecond is compofed by a
Danifh Minifter, call’d Claudius Chrifto-
ferfon, who about twenty years ago writ
the fame in Verfe.

The Danifh Chronicle makes the firft
Inhabitants of Greenland Armenians, who
being by Tempeft forc’d upon that Coaft,
fettled and continued there for fome
time; till afterwards pafling over to
Norway, they fix’d their Habitations a-
mong the Rocks.  But this favours much
of the Antients Fables, who ufed to
fetch their Origin from far diftant Coun-
tries ; it being much more probable that
the Normegians were the firft Inhabitants
of Greenland, which they poflefs’d them-
felves of in the following manner,

A certain Norwegian Gentleman of
confiderable Quality, call’d Torwald, and
his Son Erick, having committed feveral

Murders, were forced to fly to Iceland.
Torwald died there foon after ; and his
Son Erick, firnamed Red Hair, being of
a turbulent Spirit, and being profecuted
on the account of another Murder com-
mitted there, went to Sea in queft of a
Country, which lying Weft off of Ice-
land, was cal’d Gundebinrn; he was not
long at Sea before he difcovered two
Promontorys, one of which jetted out
into the Sea from- the Continent, the
other from an Ifland very near to the
fhoar. The Promontory on the Ifland
was call’d Witfercken, that on the Conti-
nent Warf, betwixt both is a good Bay,
where there is fafe riding at Anchor: un-
to this he gave the Name of Sand Stafn.
The Promontory of Witfercken exceeds
the other both in height and circumfe-
rence. Erick Red Hair call’d this Promon-
tory of the 1fland Afuckia Fockel, which
is as much as to fay, the great Ice Shoal ;
afterwards it got the Name of Blowfer-
ckan, which is as much as Blewfbsrt 5 and
laftly it was call’d Witfercken, or White-
Jhirt, queftionlefs from the colour of the
Ice and Snow, which covers a great part
of it all the year round. Erick’s firft
landing place was in the Ifle which he
call’d Erickfund, where he pafs’d the firft
Winter.

The next Spring he pafled over to the

From .

Continent, where meeting with fome whene its

Grafs he gave it the Name of Greenland
the place where he landed was cali’d by
him Ericksforden, near which he built a
Caftle cal’d Opterburg. About the fill
of the Leaf he built another towards the
Weft, unto which accordingly he gave
the Name of Wefterburg. The next \Vin-
ter he pafS'd over to Erickun, and the
next following Summer again to the
North of Greenland, where he met with
vaft Rocks, which he call’d Snowrocks
and not far from thence with a very good
Harbour, which by reafon of the great
number of Ravens he faw thereabouts,
he gave the Name of Ravensforden.
This Harbour lies direly North from
Ericksforden, which is to the South, being
feparated from one another by a Branch
of theSea, Erick after he had continued

three

Name,
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three years in thofe parts, took a Refo-
lution to go over into fceland, where he
gave fuch an advantageous account of the
good Pafturage, and plenty of Cattel,
Fifh and Fowl of his new found Country,
that a great number of the Inhabitants
embark’d themfelves to follow him into
Greenland.

Erick had a Son whofec Name was Leif,
he had follow’d his Father formerly into
Greenland, and whillt he was in Iceland
went over to Norway to give an account
to Olaws Trugger, who (as the Iceland
Chronicle relates) then reigod in NVor-
way, of the Condition of Greenland : This
King, who had lately embraced the Chri-
ftian Religion, took care to have Leif
inftructed in the Chriftian Do&rine 5 and
after he was baptized, fent him back the
next following Summer to his Father in
company of a Prieft, who was to propa-
gate the Chriftian Faith in Greenland.
Leif was joyfully received by the Inha-
tants there, being firnamed by them the
Fortunate, becaufe he had happily efcaped
feveral Dangers ; but he met not with
the fame reception at his Father’s hands,
becaufe he brought along with him feve-
ral foreign Seamen, whom he had fav’d
from a Shipwrack; his Father not think-

Tie chyi-i0g it for his Intereft to have the Condi-

(ia Reli-tion of the Country difcovered to Stran-

gin re- gers.  But the matter was compofed at

“’““’j{ i Jaft, and the Father received Bapti{m

g;{“’ with all that were under his Jurif-
" di&ion.

Thus much is recorded concerning
Erick Red Hair, and his Son Leif, and the
Norwegians who made the firft difcovery
of Greemland, The Iceland Chronicle
mentions Torwald and his Son Erick to
have left the Harbour of Fedren in Nor-
way under the Reigns of King Hacon
Farls, firnamed the Rich, and of King
Oiaus Trugger, which is computed to have
been near the year of Chrift 982. But the
Danifb Chronicle, which goes back as far
as to the year 7779. feems to come nearer
to the true Computation of Time; it
being unqueftionable that under the
Reign of the Emperor Lewis, firnamed
the Pious, (when the Danifh Kings firft
recéived the Chriftian Religion) Green-
land was already become famous; for in
the Chronicle of Bremen there is extant
a Bull of Pope Gregory IV. by which
Anfgarius the then Bifhop of Bremen was
conftituted Archbifhop of the North, but
particularly of Norway, and the Iflands
thereunto belonging, wiz. of Ieeland and
Greenland : which Bull was written after
the year of Chrift 8co, to wit, in the

Vol. L.

year 83s. AAAN

The Danifb Chronicle aflares s that Myxck,

the Pofterity of Erick and his Followers A
did multiply confiderably in Greeniand ;
and that advancing deeper into the Coun-
try they met with fertile Ground, good
Paftures, and Springs of frefh Watet.
They divided it into the Eaftern and 1% Divi-
Weltern Greenland, according to the fi- fion o
tuation of the two before-mentioned Creen-
Caftles: In the Eaft Greenland they built fand.
a City call’d Garde, whither the Norwe-
gians ufed to come every year to traffick
with the Inhabitants. Afterwards they
built alfo another City unto which they
gave the Name of Alb, and (being great
Zealots) laid the Foundation of a Mo-
naftery dedicated to St. Thomas, at a {mall
diftance from the Sea.fhoar. The City
of Garde was the Epifcopal Refidence,
where the Cathedral was dedicated to
St. Nicbolas the Patron of Seafaring
Men.

One Arngrim Jonas a Native of Jeeland,
has written a Treatife, which he intitles
Specimen Iflandicum, wherein he gives us
a Catalogue of the Bifhops of Grecnland, 13, g;.
from their beginning till the year 1389. flops of
And Pontanus in his Danifh Hiftory takes Green-
notice of a certain Bifhop of Garde nam’d 14nd:
Henry, wio in the fame year 1389. was
prefent at the Aflembly of the States
of Denmark held in the City of Niewturg
inthe llle of Fichnen. As Greenland had a
dependency on Norway in Temporal Mat-
ters, fo it acknowledged the Jurifdiction
of the Bifhop of Druntheim in Normway in
Spiritual Affairs, fo that their Bifhops
vfed fometimes to come thither to confer
with them concerning Matters of mo-
ment. Greenland was govern’d accord-
ing to the Laws received in feeland, un-
der a Governor fent thither by the Kings
of Norway, whofe Names and chief A&i-
ons are related by Arngrim Fomas in his
before-mentioned Treatife,

The Danifb Chronicle fpeaks of a Re- Green.
bellion which happened in Greenland inland r-
the year 1256, they refufing to pay the beb.
annual Tribute to AMagnus the then King
of Norway. But Erick King of Denmark
fending a good Fleet to the Afliftance of
Magnus his Brother-in-law, the Green-
landers were fo terrified at the fight of
it, that they quickly fued for Peace,
which was concluded in the year 1261,

The fame is made mention of by Arngrim
Fonas, who inferts the Names of the three
Plenipotentiaries of Greenland fent to con-
clude this Peace, by virtue of which they
fubmitted to a perpetual annval Tribute
to be paid to the Crown of Norway,"
Bbbb 2 The
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The Jveland Chronicle has a whole

Monck. Chapter intitled, a Defcription of Green-
L\~ land, containinga Summary account of

Hellefiarr, and next to this Ericksfizrd 5
and at the Entrance of the Bay of the Ifle
of Herricoen, one half of which belongsto
the Cathedral Church of Greenland, the

‘A confusd what the Norwegians weére poflefs'd of in e enlanc
Defeription that Country, but without any order or other half to the Church call d_ Diurnes,
‘!’f g’“’e“' Chronological Computation.It runs thus :  being the firft you meet with in Greci-
an 1]

The City which lies moft Eafterly is
call’'d Scagenfiord, near an unacceflible
Bock, the whole Sea-fhore thereabouts
being furrounded likewife with Rocks,
which make the Harbour of difficult ac-
cefs, unlefs with a very high Tide; at
which time alfo, efpecially if it be ftormy
Weather, W hales and many other forts of
Fifh are catch’d. A little beyond it to
the Eaft is another fmall Harbour, call’d
Funchebudet, from a certain Gentleman
belonging to Olaus then King of Norway,
who fuffred Shipwrack near that place.
At fome fmall diftance from thence, op-
pofite to the Jce-rocks, there is an Ifle
call’d Roanfen, full of all forts of wild
Beafts, but efpecially of White Bears;
beyond which there is nothing but Ice to
be feen.

On the Weft fide is Kindelfiord, fur-
rounded by a Branch of the Sea; it has a
Church calPd Kroskirck, the Diocefs of
which extends to Peterfwyck ; near which
is Wandelenburgh, and beyond this 2 Mo-
naftery dedicated to St, Olmus and St.
Auftin, the Jurifdition of which extends
as far as Bolten. Not far from Kindelfiord
is Rempefingfiord, where there is a Nun-
nery,furrounded with many fmall 1flands,

land from Erickfiord fide ; which extends
its Jurifdiction to Midfiord, a Tra& of
Ground running North-weft from Erick.-
fiord. To the Northof it is Bondefiord,
near which you may fee many f{mall
Iflands, and feveral good Landing-places.
The Country betwixt Eafferburg and
Wefterburg is deftitute of Inhabicants,
tho there remains as yet a Church call’d
Strofues, which was formerly the Cathe-
dral of Greenland, where was alfo the
Epifcopal Refidence. The Skreghingers,or
Scherlingers, are in pofleflion of the whole
Country of Wefterburg, tho we mct with
no People there; neither Pagans nor
Chriftians, butwith abundanee of Oxen,
Horfes and Sheep. This was the Verbal
account of one fver Boty, who being a
Steward of the Epifcopal Court of Green-
land, was fent by the Governour to chafe
the Scberlingers out of the Country, but
met with nothing but Cattle, of which
they took fo much as their Ships were
able to carry. Beyond Wefterburg they
faw a large entire Rock, cal’d Himmel-
radsfield, beyond which no body dares
to venture at Sea, by reafon of the many
Whirlpools, ‘

Thus far the Iceland Chronicle.

And x pue

in which you meet with many hot
Springs, which rife to fuch an exceflive
degree of Heat in the Winter, that they

becaufe we are deftitute of Maps, or any Hiftory of
other Hiftory relating to this Country, Green-
we are obliged to acquiefce in what this -

are quite ufelefs, but are made ufe of
with great fuccefs in the Summer feafon,
Near this is Eynotsfiord ; and betwixt
this and Rempefingfiord, a Royal Palace
call’'d Fos, witha large Church adjoining
to it, dedicated to St. Nicholas. Near
Limesfiord is a great Promontory, near
which jets out a Neck of Land into the
Sea, call’d Gramtwig, where there is a
Seat call'd Daller, belonging to the Ca-
thedral Church of Greenland;, as does
likewife Zimesfiord, and that large Ifland
which lies oppofite to Eynotsfiord, unto
which they have given the name of Rey-
atfen, from the Rain-deer which are
there in great numbers. The fame Ifle
produces alfo a certain Stone, calPd
Talckftone, which is proof againft Fire,
and neverthelefs fo foft as to be frequent-
1y cut out into Drinking and Kitchin-
Vellels. Further to the Weft you fee
another Ifland call’d Langen, which con-
tains eight Farms. Not far from Egnots-
fird is another Royal Palace, nam’d

Author has left us; tho at the fame time
it is taken for granted by all, that the
Epifcopal Seat of Greealand was in the
City of Garde, whichk this Author attri-
butes to the Churck of Strofnes betwixt
Eafterburg and Wefterburg + for the Danifb
Chronicle lamenting the lof of this
Country, fays exprefly, that if the City
of Garde were yet in being, we fhould
queftionlefs not be deftitute of fome an-
tient Records, which might give us &
fufficient infight into the Hiftory of
Greenland. Arngrim Fonas {peaking of the
Epifcopal Reflidence,has thefc words, Fan-
data in Bareum(inftead of Gardum )Epifco=
pais refidentia in finu Eynotsfiord Groenlan-
die Orientalis. 1 am apt to believe the fore-
mentioned lver Boty was no very nice Hif-
torian, for he does not as much as tell us
who were thofe Skreglingers, againft
whom he was fent 5 tho it is very pro-
bable that they were the antient Inhabi-
tants of the Country, who lived beyond
Kindelfiord: *Tis true, our Auvthor affirms

them:
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And the fame Chronicle in a certain paf- ~AA
fage affures us, thatit is not o cold in Mpmck,
Greenland as in Norway, where alfo there ANV

them to have been in pofleflion of the
whole Country of Wefierbarg, which muft
be underftood of fome part only,the reft

being inhabited by the Norwegians, who
perhaps having made an Excurfion from
Kindelfiord, were put to the rout by the
Savages ; to revenge which the Gover-
nour or Judg (as they term him there)
fent fome Men and Ships to chattife'their
Infolence. Itis more than probable that
thefe Savages at the approach of the
Norwegians left their Habitations, and
fought for fhelter among the Rocks;
which has queftionle(s mifled our Author,
to affirm there were no Men, but abun-
dance of Cattel to be found there. From
whence it alfo appears, that Greenland
was inhabited betore the Normegians got
footing there, who defended their Coun-
try againft them. This is confirm’d by
the Iccland Chronicle, where it is faid,
that all that part of Greenland which was
poflels’d by the Norwegians, was only ac-
counted one third part of a Bifhop-
‘rick, which are not very confiderable in
Denmark. The Danifb Chronicle is
more pofitive upon thisaccount, for it
is exprefly faid there, that the Norweg:-
ans were not poflefs’d of above a hun-
dredth part of Greenland,the réft being in-
habited by the Natives, diftinguifhed in-
to feveral Nations and Principalities,
whereof very few were known to the
Norwegians.

The Ieland Chronicle fpeaks very dif-
ferently concerning the fertility of the
Country. In fome places it is faid, that
the Soil produces very good Coin, and

grows Corn ; and not only that, but in
fome places they fow and reap twice ina
Summer, which tho it feems almoft in-
credible, yet being confirm’d by Perfon
of unqueftionable credit, can’t be abfo-
lutely rejected, efpecially if we trace the
true caufe of it, which is, that thele
Grounds being Valleys enclofed within
the Rocks, the Rays of the Sun refletting
from thefc Mountgins upon them during
the three Months of Fuue, Fuly and Au-
guft, have fuch a powerful influence upon
them, thatin {ix Weeks time they fow
and reap their Corn ; and thefe Grounds
being continually moiftned by the melted
Snow, which is conveyed thither from
the Rocks, affords the Country-man an-
other Harveft at the end of the other fix
Weeks,

It feems very probable that in Green- g,y -,

land as well as in other Countrys there G

reen-

are barren as well as fertile Grounds ; land:

tho at the fame time it is unqueftionable,
that this Country is full of Rocks; and
the Ieeland Chronicle fays that it affords
great ftore of Marble of all forts of Co-
lours : but this does not hinder but that
the Vallys afford good Pafturage for Hor-
fes, Deer, Hares, and Rain-deer, befides
Wolves and Bears. There are alfo Mar-
tins to be found here, not inferior to
fome Jabels, as alfo great ftore of the
beft Falcons, that were formerly in great
efteeni among Perfons of Quality.

The Sea about Greenland affords fome

W/lute

Fifh, fuch as Sea-wolves, Sea-dogs, and gy g0
Sea-calves ; but efpecially Whales. 1in she
fuppofe the great White Greenland Green-

Bears ought to be numbred among, the land Sea.

Oak-trees bearing Acorns as big as our
Apples ; whereas in other places it is ex-
Naturz of prefs’d that the Soil of Greenland is bar-

o Soi! of ren by reafon of the exceflive Cold, and
ARG BT

7oy,

that the Inhabitants don’t fo much as
know what Bread is.  The Danifb Hifto-
ry feems to agree with the laft, when it
relates of Erick Redhair, that at his firft
Landing he was forced to live upon Fifh,
the Soil not producing any thing for the
fuftenance of human lite; tho at the
fame time it is to be obferved, that the
faid Chronicle fays in another place, that
the Pofterity of Erick being' advanced
deeper into the Country, met with very
fertile Grounds, Paftures and frefh Wa-
ter-{prings, which were not difcovered
in Erick’s time. What is alledged con-
cerning the exceflive Cold is of no great
moment, it being evident, that that part
of Greenland inhabited by the Norwegians
lies under the fame Elevation of the
Poll with Upland in Swedeland, where
gtows abundance of very good Corn,

amphibious Creatures; for the Black
Bears which are always athore never eat
any Fifh, whercas the White ones are al-
ways to be feen upon the Ice, and live
upon Fifh ; they exceed the Black ones in
bignefs, and are more Savage. The Sea-
Dogs and Wolvesare their beft Dainties,
efpecially the young ones, which the old
ones caft upon the Ice, for fear of the
W hales; they being their Enemies as well
as they are to the Bears, who for that
reafon are very cautious of venturing far
toSea, when the Ice begins to melt; tho
it happens fometimes that they are for-
ced along with the great Ice-fhoals up-
on the Coafts of Iceland and Norway,when
being enraged by hunger they tear in
pieces all that they meet in their way ;
of which there are many inftances in
thofe Countrys.

Green-



550 Memoirs concerning the Old
~AAN  Greenland likewife furnithes us with
Monck. thofe Horns which are commonly called
‘/\f\. Unicorns, of which thereare feveral to
Unicoms be feen in Demmark entire, and many

It is futficiently known that the name Name of
of Unicorn is attributed to a Beaft call’d Z:’:”;":: i
Onik, and likewife to the Indian AB DY fpery
Ariftotle 5 and Pliny gives usa defcription creaures.

found in

Picces, great and {mall ones. Thefe do

Greenland 5)rogether refemble thofe Horns which

Account of

them.

in other places are fhewn for the true U-
nicorn; and that which the King of Den-
smark keeps at Frederscksburg, exceeds that
of St. Denis in France in bignefs: they
are accounted an excellent Antidote, and
are found on the head of a certain kind
ot Whales : concerning which I think it
not beyond our purpofe, to infert hete a
Letter of a certain Danifh Gentleman,
call’d Mr. Wormen, who had the reputa.
tion of a Perfon of great Learning.
Being fome ycars ago with my Lord
Chancellor, | among other Difcourfes
began to complain of the carelefnefs of

. Danifb Seamen and Merchants, who al]

this while had not made the leaft enquiry
after the Bealt from which thefe Horns
were taken,and they have brought of late
years into Denmark ; and how unaccount-
able a thing it was, that they fhould not
bring fome of their Fleth or Skin, from
whence judgment might be given of thejr
Nature and Conftitution. My Lord Chan-
cellor reply’d, Sir, they are not fo care-
lefs as you imagin,and thereupon ordered
his Servants to bring a large Scull, on
which was fix'd a piece of a Horn of a-
bout four foot long. Being extremely
glad to meet with fuch a rarity, this
made me defire my Lord to fend it to
my houfe, that [ might make my Specu-
lations uponit, at myown leifuire. The
Scull appear’d like that of a Whale,with
two holes or pipes, through which this
Creature evacuates the Water which it
has fwallow’d before ; the Horn (asitis
calPd) being fix’d to the upper part of
the left Jaw-bone. [ fent for a Painter,
who in the prefence of feveral of my
Friends, who were eye.witneffes that
it was drawn exadtly after the Original,
made a Draught of it. I was at the fame
time credibly inform’d, that fometime
before, fuch another Fifh had been
brought into Iccland ; which made me
write to Thorlac Scalonius, the Bithop of
that Ifland, whom I had formerly known
a Student at Copenbagen, to fend me an
exact Draught of it, which he did ac.
cordingly, and writ me word, that the
faid Fifh was call’d by the Leelanders, Nay-
wall, which implys as much as a Whaje
biving upon dead Carcafes 3 Wall fignify-
ing as much as a Whale in their Tongue,
and Nar adead Carcafe. Thus far Mr,
ormen.

of a certain wild Beaft, whofe Head is
like that of a Deer, his Body like that
of a Horfe, and his Feet refembling the
Elephant’s Feet, with a long Horn in the

Forehead, very fwift and ftrong ; which

probably is the fame Creature, of which

mention is made in the Holy Scripture in ppy, 20,
feveral places, but efpecially by Aofes, Num. 23

who when he gives us an "account of
God’s Attributes, compares him to the
Unicorn, by reafon of its Vigor and
Cheerfulnefs : and it being evident out
of foveral other paflages of Scrip-
ture, where this Beaft is defcribed as a
four-leg’d Creature, that it ought to be
numbred amongft the Terreftrial Crea-
tures, we muft confequently fuppofe
two kindsof Unicorns, to wit, the Land
and the Sea Unicorns; as there are Sea-
wolves and Sea-Calves. But it feems
to be worth our enquiry, whether this
Horn of the Whale may properly come
under the denomination of a Horn, it
being evident from the preceding de-
feription, that it refembles rather a
Tooth, as being fix'd to the Jaw-bone,
«Arngrim Fonas in his before mentioned
Treatife,call’d Specimen Iflandicum. fpeak-
ing of feveral things that were caft athore,
after a Ship, in which was a Greenland
Bihop, had been fhipwrack’d upon the
Coaft of Norway in the Year 1 126, fays
among other things, feveral Whales
Teeth of great value were caft afhore,
mark’d with Damfh Letters writ upon
them with fome glutinous matter, fcarce
to be effaced by the art of Men, Thefe
Whales Teeth are the fame that are
call’d Unicorns ; tho in my opinion they
fhould rather be cali’d Teeth, they being
fixd to the Jaw-bone, and not to the
front of this Creature, as has been men-
tioned in the preceding defcription,

They are however not inferior to thofe
Horns, (both in refpe& of their fhape
and virtue) that are generally fo much
In requeft among the Phyficians ; and the
Danes ufed in former ages to fell them
at a very high rate; and being always
very cautious of difcovering to the
World, that thefe Horns or Teeth be-
longed o0 a Sea-fifh, which is the rea-
fon they were taken for the true Uni-
corn.

It is not many Years ago that the
Greenland Company of Copenbagen fent
one of their Fattors into Mufeovy with a
good Qargo of thefe Teeth 3 there being

one
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darker the Nights are, the more confpi- Mosck.
cuous itis. 1t conftantly keeps its Courfe «~~J
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one among the reft of a confiderable big-
nefs : it was offered to fale to the Great
Duke, who taking a Fancy toit, offer’d

Air of The Iceland Chronicle [ays, that the The Danifh Chronicle mentions, that
Green-  Aiir in Greenland is not altogether fotharp inthe Year 1271, a prodigious quantity
land. as in Norway ; that it fnows lefs there, of Ice, with white Rears vpon it, being
and the Cold is not quite fo violent ; not forced upon the Coaft of Iccland by a
bur that it freezes there very hard, and ftrong North-weft Wind, they began to
is very tempeftuous Weather : but thefe be of opinion that Greemland extended
happen not very frequently, and conti- much farther to the North than they had
nue not long. hitherto believed 5 which made thé Zfee-1uin En- .
The Damfh Chronicle mentions fuch a  landers fend feveral Ships that way, but deavours te
Tempelt as fomething extraordinary, met with nothing but Ice. Since whichiﬁ”":”;”""e
which happened there in the Year 1308, time the Kings of Denmark and Norway PZ;,;":)}
whena Churchin Greenland, cal’d Seai- have feveral times fent their Ships thi- Green-
holt, was burnt down to the ground by ther, but with nobettet fuccef, ~Jand.
the Thunder and Lightning, which was The eagernefs of difcovering the
followed by fuch a Hurricane, as tore to  North part of Greenland, was occafioned
. pieces the points of feveral Rocks, which by a certain Opinion they had, that there
threw out fuch a vaft quantity of Afhes, was good ftore of Gold and Silver, and
as covered all the circumjacent Country, precious Stones in thofe Parts: for the
the Inhabitants being in great fear of be- Danifh Chronicle fays exprefly, that in
ing buried under them. former Ages fome Ships brought great
The next following Winter proved fo “Treafures from thence ; and that under
exceflive violent, that the Ice did not the Reign of Olauws, firnamed The Holy,
meltall that Year: which feems tointi- King of Norway, fome Frieflanders at-
mate that there are fulphureous burning tempting the difcovery of the Paflage’
Mountains, as well in Greenland as in thither, were at laft by Teénipeft forced
Keland; of which the many hot Springs intoa fmall Creek of the Northern Green-
in Greenland, which ate intolerable hot land ; where being gone afhore, they faw
y1 the Winter, feem to be an evident not far from thence fome niiferable Huts;
proot. o o half under-groind, and a great quantity
Summer The Summer Airis very clear inGreen-  of metallick Stones, of which they took
Seafin,  and, both Day and Night, tho the laft as many as they were able to carry.. But

.

a good Sum; but had the conning to let
it be firft examined by his Phyficians, who
all approv’d of it but one, who being
more skilful than the others, affur’d the
Great Duke that it was the Tooth of a
Fith, and not the true Unicorn. So that
the Factor mifling his Aim, was fain to
return into Denmark, where the beft ex-
cufe he could make for himfelf was, to
rail at the Doctor who had {poil’d his
Market : But was anfwered by one of the
Company, that it he had not been aFool,
he might have dazled the Docor’s Eyes
by the means of two or three hundred
Ducats, fo as that ke would not have been
able to find out the difference. But itis
time to return to Greenland.

is no more than a szedium betwixt both,
like our dusky part of the Evening as
Jong as the Summer lafts; as in the Win-
ter the days dre extreamly fhort, the teft
being Night. ‘ L

The Iceland Clironicle makes mention
of a certain Wonder of Nature; which
ought ot to be paft by in ﬁlm_gé 5 T!’l‘.ls'
is a certain Meteor of an oblong fquare
Figure, which always appearing at th‘g
time of the New Moon, gives a Lightrnio

in the North, moves backward and for-
ward, and leaves thick Vapours behind
it; neither does it ceafe till the Sun rifés,
its Motion being fo {wift, as not to be
imagin’d but by thofe that have feenit:
It is commonly call’d the Norih Light, and
there are fome who afTure us, that in ve-
ry clear Weather it has been feen as far
as in Yeeland, nay in fome parts of Norway
it felf. It is not improbable but that
this Meteor may be of the fame nature
with that which appear’d in the Year
1621, on the 13th of September all over
France ; and was obferv’d, among others,
by that fameus French Philofopher Gaf-
Sfendus, who ftiles it Auvoram Borealemn, or
the Northern Morning-Light.

whilft they were making the beft of their
way to the Sea-fide, they were fet npon
by the Savages of the Country, who fal-
lying out from theit Huts, armed with
$lings, Bows arid Arrows, put them fo
hard to it, that they were glad to get
aboard their Ship again, with the lof$ of
one of their Comerades, who having the
misfortune of being taken by them, was
tornin pieces in their fight.
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NAAN In the Iceland Chronicle, there is a-
Monck. mong the reft, a Chapter under this fol-
v~ lowing Title, The Courfe taken by the Ships
Jfrom Norw ay into Greenland.
What The true Courfe to Greenland (as has
Cowfe the been related by the Greenlanders them-
Skips take elyes, or elfe by fuch as have often per-
{::m l\:;)r- formed this Voyage) is from Northftat
G,Zen. Sundmur in Norway diredly to the Weft
land.  towards Horenfund, fitvated on the Ea-
ftern fide of Jeuland. From Schuekels Fo-
kel, a noted fulphureous Mountain in Ice-
land, to Greenland, is feven days Voyage :
The fhortet Courfe is the Weitern
Courfe ; about half way you fee Gunde-
burn Skeer. This was the true Courfe
taken by the Antients, before the vaft
quantities of Ice that were forced that
trom the North, had rendred thofe Seas
fo dangerous, if not quite unpaffable.
Another Paflage in the fame Chronicle
fays thus: From Langenes in Iccland,
which is the uttermoft Northern Point
of Iceland, to Eafterborn, are eighteen
Leagues 5 from thence to Valsbretre, is a
Voyage of twice four and twenty hours.
It is certain that the Voyagesto Green-
land have at all times been very dange-
rous, as i; evident from the Voyage of
Lcif, and of the Bithop Arnold, who fuf-
fer’d Shipwrecks, and from the dange-
rous Undertaking of the Frieflanders,
There is another Chapter in the Iceland
Chronicle, under the following Title
An Account of Greenland, taken out of
an antient Treatife, called Speculum Re-
gale. :
ThreeMon- — Three very remarkable Sea-monfters
fiersin the (fay they) were in former Ages ob-

éi:c;f ferved in the Seas of Greenland: The
tand,  firft was called by the Norwegians, Haf-

Jiramb, appearing in the thape of a Man
as far as the Girdle, with the fame Eyes,
Nofe, and Head ; the laft of which was
fomewhat fharper on the top as the Head
of other Men, with very broad Shoul-
ders, and two Arms, but without Hands.
It never appear’d above Water below
the Girdle ; and being tranfparent like
Ice, it was always look’d upon as the
forerunner of a violent Tempeft. The
fecond being call'd Margugwer, appear’d
like a Woman, with large Breaffs, long
Hair, and Fingers at the Arms end, which
were join’d together like Geefe-feet.
This Monfter has been feen to catch Fifh
with its hands, and to devour them in
an inftant; this was likewife the fore-
runner of an imminent Tempeft: And if
the Monfter did turn its Face towards
the Ship, they look’d upon it as a good
Omen, that they fhould efcape the dan-

ger; but if it turn'd its back as it was
going under Water, they gave themfelves
over for loft. The third was, properly
fpeaking, nothing elfe but a \Whirlpool,
occafioned by the Hurricanes and Whirl-
winds, which raifing the Waves to a
moft prodigious height, f{uch Ships as had
the misfortune to fall in betwixt them,
were commonly {wallowed up in the bot-
tomlefs Abyfsof the Sea. The fame Trea-
tife mentions that the Ice-fhoals {ome-
times reprefent various Figuresof a dread-
ful afpe®, and adviics thofe who unde;-
take the Voyage to Greculaid, to keep to
the South-weft,bejore they attempt to get
athore; becaule that often-times all the
Summer long thereis a vaft quantity of
Ice near the Shore. It further gives this
Advice to thofe who are got betwixt the
Ice, viz. to put all their Provifions in their
Chalops, which they may put vpon the
Ice, and ftay either till it melis; or if
they fail in that, they may draw them to
the Shore upon the Ice.

Thus far reaches the Hiftory of the
old Greemland, which is, in the Lanifh
Chronicle, ended with the Year 1348,
when an Epidemical Diftemper fwept

- molt of the Greenland Merchants and
‘Seamen away ; fince which time the cor-

refpondence with Greenland was firft ig.
terrupted, and quite cealed at laft.

There 1s an antient Manufcript Danifh
Chronicle, in which it is related, that
about the Year 1484, under the Reign of
King Fobn,there were at Bergen in Norway
about forty Seamen left, who once a
Year fail'd to Greenland, and brought fe-
veral good Commodities from thence ;
which they refufing to fell at a certain
time to fome German Merchants, they
were by them invited to Supper, and all
murdered at once.

But this carries but little probability
along with it, the Greenland Voyages be-
Ing too dangerous to be perform’d at fo
eafy a rate, as is evident from what has
been related before, and from what will
be faid hereafter upon this Head.

Itis to be obferved, that the Revenue Revenue of
arifing from Greenland, was allotted for Green-
the Kings of Norway's Table; fo thag land.
none were allow’d to fail thither with.
outa Pafs, under the forfeiture of theip
Lives. It happened in the Year 1389,
when the States of Demmark were af.
fembled in Finland, under the Reign of
Queen Margaret (who united the two
Kingdoms ot Denmark and Norway under
one Head ) where alfo a Bithop of Green.
land was prefent ; that feveral Merchants
and Seamen were accufed of having been

in
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in Greenland without Licence ; which be-
ing fully proved againft them, they were
in danger of having paid for it with
their Lives, if they had not unanimonfly
declared that they were forced thither
bya Tempeft ; fo that upon their Oaths
they were at laft difmiffed, after they
had fuffered great Hardfip in Prifon.
But this ill Treatment, which was fol-
lowed by a fevere Proclamation, forbid-
ding all her Subjedts to traffick in Green-
land without {pecial Leave, had fuch an
influence upon the Merchants and Mari-
ners, that they did feldom attempt it af-
terwards. Sometime after the Queen
equipped fome Ships at her own Coft and
Charge ; which being fentinto Greenland,
were never feen or heard of afterwards,
being fuppofed to be loft among the Ice.
This fo terrified the reft of the Seamen
who ufed to fail thither, that they fhew’d
but little inclination to venture on that
Voyage any more : And the Queen being
afterwardsengaged in a War with Swe-
den, had more weighty Affairs upon her
hands, than to trouble her felf much a-
bout Greenland, which at laft proved the
occafion of the total lofs of that Coun-
try.

The fame Danifb Chronicle further
mentions, that in the Year 14c6, the
then Bifhop of Druntheim in Norway, cal-
led Eskild, fent one Andrew to Greenland,
to fucceed Bifhop Henry in his Funétion
there if he were dead; and if not, to
bring him fome Tidings from thence:
tor fince the faid Bifhop had left the be-
forementioned Affembly of the Eftates,
they had not had the leaft news from
him. But queftionlefs the fame Fate at.
tended Andrew that had attended Bifhop
Henvy, for neither of them was ever
heard of afterwards, he being the laft
Bifthop that was fent from Norway into
Greenland,

The Danifbh Chronicle gives usa Cata-
logue of all the Kings who have reign’d
fince the Death of Queen Margaret, with
an account of their Endeavours for the
recovery of Greenland; of which we will
infert the chief Heads, forafmuch as they
will give us a true infight into the Reafon
of the Lofs of Greenland, which was fo
much frequented in former Ages.

the Hanfe Towns, with whom he was €n- A

gaged in War. . .

Among thofe of the Oldenburgh Line,
which obtain’d the Royal Dignity in the
Year 1448, Chriftiern 1. {pent his time in
a Pilgrimage to Rome, where he obtain’d
from the Emperor and the Pope, the In-
veftiture of the Country of Ditmarfen,
and a Bull to eret an Univerfity at Co-
penhagen.

Chrifticrn 11. obliged himfelf by his Co-
ronation Qath, to endeavour the Reco-
very of Greenland 5 butinftead of bring-
ing new Acquifitions to the Crown, he
loft both the Crowns of Sweden and Den-
mark, being depofed by his Subje&ts;
which is the reafon he is always painted
with a broken Scepter. ,

Under his Reign one Erick Walckandor,
a brave Danifh Lord, was Lord Chancel-
lor of Demmark; who being after his
Mafter’s Difgrace conftituted Bifhop of
Druntheim in Norway, bent all his
Thoughts on the Recovery of Greenland,
For which reafon he fearch’d all the an-
tient Records, and advifed with the old-
eft and ableft Mariners, who were fup-
pofed to have any knowledg of that Coun~
try : But whilft he was laying the Foun-
dation of this Defign, a Quarrel arofe be:
twixt him and another great Lord in
Normayy in the Year 1524. who being
too powerful for him, procured his ba-
nifhment to Rome, where he died.

Frederick 11. Chriftiern’s Uncle, being,
got into the Pofleflion of the two King-
doms of Denmark and Norway, was bu-
{y in perfecuting thofe whom he believed
to have the leaft kindnefs for Chriftiern
which made him encourage the banifh-
ment of Walckendor, who was thereby
difabled from profecuting his Defign of
the Recovery of Greenland. _

Chriftiern 111. fucceeded Frederick 1. at-
tempted the Recovery of Greenland, but
without fuccefs, which made him recal
the fevere prohibition of going to Green-
land without licence. But Norway being
at that time reduced to great Poverty,
and not in a condition to undertake fuch
a Defign, this Remedy proved likewife
ineffeGtual. ‘ , o

King Frederick 11, fucceeded his Father
in the Throne, and being willing to en-

Mok,

s

deavour the recovery of Greenland, fent
one Magnus Henningfon to profecute this
defign. If what is related in the Chro-
nicle may be taken for authentick, there
muft be fome fatality which prevented
the difcovery of Greenland at that time :
for this Henningfon, after he had been
tofled up and down at Sea by Tempefts

Cccc for

Account of  Erick Duke of Pomevania fucceeded
what En- Queen Margaret in the Throne ; but be-
‘,f"‘w”” ing a Foreigner, and confequently not
ave been ; ’ fai did
ufed for the Well verfed in the Northern Aftairs, di
recrvery of nOt in  the leaft trouble himfelf about
Green-  Greemjand. o
land. - Ring Chriftopher Duke of Bawvaria, his
Succeffor, bent all his Thoughts againft

Vol. L.
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NN for a long time, came at laft in fight of

Monck. the Shore ; but, to his great amazement,
found his Ship to ftop in the open Sea,
where there was neither Ice nor Sands :
So that after he found all his Endeavours
of getting near the Shore, to be in vain,
he was forced to return to Denmark,
where he gave an account to the King of
what had befal’n him, and laid the faule
of his Mifcarriage upon the Magnet-
Stones, which he believed to be in prodi-
gious Quantities thereabouts, in the bot-
tom of the Sea. If he had been ac-
quainted with what is related concerning
the Fith Remora, he might perhaps have
come off better. This happencd in the
Year 1488,

Not many Years before, viz. in the
Year 1§77. Martin Forbifher an Englifh
Man, made the firft difcovery of that
Country, which is now called New Grecn-
land 5 and becaufe his Account contains
many remarkable things concerning the
Inhabitants and their Manners, we will
give the Reader fome of the moft mate-

. rial Paflages of it here.
5°'b"}‘°"5 This Aartin Forbifher fet fail from Eng-
e " landin the Year 1 to endeavour the
Green- 577,
land. difcovery of Greenland, which he got
fight of at laft ; but by reafon of the vaft
quantities of Ice, and the approaching
Winter, not being able to reach the
Shore, was forced to return home, where
he gave an account of his Voyage to
Queen Elizabeth, who then fway’d the
Scepter in England.

This Great Queen fent him the next
following Spring, with three other Ships,
to purfue the former Defign, when he
got fafely to Greemland. But the Inha-

’ bitants at the approach of the Englifh
T e Jeaving their Huts, retired among the
Bikatins. Rocks, from whence feveral precipita-

ted themfelves into the Sea.

The Englifh, after they hadin vain en-

- deavoured to mollify thefe Savages, went
to their Huts, which were Tents made of
the Skins of Sea-calves and Whales, fix’d
to ftrong-Poles, and fow’d together with
the Sinews of Beafts: They had an open-
ing towards the South and Welt, but
were clofely and very artificially join’d
together to the Eaft and North, thebet-
ter to defend themfelves againtt the cold-
nefs of thofe Winds. They met with
1o living Creature there, except an
old Woman, with a Child in her hand,
which they took from her, and the made
a moft miferable outcry for the lofs of
it. ' -

From thence they fail’d along the
Coaft, where they faw a Sea-monfter’s

Head above Water, witha Horn about
three or four foot long. They landed a-
gain, and found the Surface of the Earth
Rocky, but very good Grounds beneath
it 5 they alfo met with great ftore of
gliftering Sand like Gold, ~ of which they
took 300 Tuns along with them.

They ufed their utmoft endeavours to
enter into difcourfe with the Savages,
who feemingly thew’d no great averfion
tothem, and gave themto underftand, by
certain figns, that if they would row up
higher the River, their expectation fhould
be anfwered : Accordingly Martin For-
bifber got into a Boat with fome Soldiers,
and having ordered his Shipsto follow

Cunning of
the Savg-

him, went vp the River ; and feeing a ge,.

great number of the Savages pofted a.
mong the Rocks, he did not think fir to
expofe himfelf by approaching too near
the Banks. At laft three among them,
who appear’d fomewhat better than the
reft, having made a fignal for him to
land, he refolved to do it, all the reft
being at a confiderable diftance; but his
Boat fcarce touch’d the Bank of the Rj-
ver, when the Savages began to appear
ingreat numbers, which made him foon
chufe the ftream again. Neverthelefs
the Savages endeavoured to perfwade
them by figns to come afhore, throwing
to them fome raw Flefh. But finding the
Engli/b miftruftful, theyrefolved to draw
them thither by the following Stratagem -
They laid one of their Men upon the
Bank, who pretending to be lame, they
fuppofed the Englifh would come to take
him, whilft they pretended to be retired
at a further diftance, being all out of
fight behind the adjacent Rocks. Bue
the Euglifh being aware of the Snare,
dilcharged a Gun at him, which made
him foon recover his Legs; and the Sa-
vages coming to his Aid, pelted the Eng-
Jifh in the Boat with Stones and Arrows,
but were foon difperfed by their great
Guns.

ThefeSavages are very treacherous and

Natuye gnd

barbarous, not to be moljified by fair Confliturion
Words or Prefents, They are ftrong o the Sa-

and well fet, of an Olive Colour ; their
Clothes being made of the Skins of Seq.
calves, {few'd together with the Sinews of
Beafts. The Womens Apparel is not
different from that of the Men, for they
wear Breeches, with many Pockets i
them, in which they carry thejr Khnives,
Needles, Yarn and Looking- glafles, which
they ecither get from Strangers, or elfe
are calt afhore by the Sea. Their Faces
are painted with Blue, and fome let their
Hair grown very long, hanging down

over

vages,

Their Ap.
parel,
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over their Shoulders untwifted. Their
Shirts are made of Fifh-guts fow’d toge-

value upon Gold or Silver, but were ~A~
extremely fond of Iron, for which they Moxnck.

Their

ther with Sinews, their Garments loofe
faftned about the middle with a Girdle
they are naturally very nafty, and freely
expofe their privy Members. All their
Riches conlift in their Slings, Bows, Ar-
rows, and Boats. Their Bows are very
flender, and their Arrows thin, tipp’d at
the end with a pointed Bow or Horn;
they manage them with great dexterity,
and hit the Fifhes as they are fwimming
in the Water. Their Boats are covercd
all over with the Skins of Sea-Calves,
and fitted only for one fingle Perfon.

Boats and T heir larger Velflels are made of Wood,

Ships.  and covered with the Skins of Whales, the faid Admiral return’d happily into
they are big enough to contain twenty Lenmark.

Men at atime: Their Sails are made of The Englifbman had in the mean while

the fame Materials with their Shirts, landed on the other fide of Greenland,

and notwithftanding there is not the wherehe met with feveral good Harbours

teaft Iron-work about them, are fo ftrong, and plenty of Pafturage, V'he Savages

that the Savages venture with them very exchanged their Commodities with him,

deep at Sea. as they had done with the Admiral, but

No an-  No venomous Creature is to be found feem’d more miftruftful; for no fooner

mus Ciea- here unlefs they be Spiders, and the had they got any thing from the Danes,

tuic . Nats are very bufy in the Summer-time ;  but away they went in all hafte to their

- they have no frefh Springs, but this de- Ships, as if they had ftolnit. The Danes

fect is fupply’d by the melted Snow. being defirous to take a view of the

They have Dogs of a prodigious bignefs, Country, went afhoar well arm’d, and

which they ufe before their Sleds inftead met with good Grounds, but rocky like

of Horfes. But we muft return to Den- Norway. The fmell of fulphureous Va-

mark. pours, which wds not a little oftenfive to

Among all the Danifh Kings no body their Noftrils, feem’d to intimate that

has been more zealous to promote the there were fulphureous Mountains not far

difcovery of Greenland than King Chrifti- from thence. They found alfo a certain

an 1V. for which purpofe he fent for an Silver Oar, of which they carricd a cer-

King Chri- €Xpert Seaman out of England, who be- tain quantity into Denmark, a hundred
ftian IV. ing acquainted with thofe Seas, he gave weight of which yielded about twenty
endeai s him three Ships under the Command of Ounces of Silver. As they were return-
the difc- Gorske  Lindenau, a Danifb Gentleman. ing to their Ship, they took four Sava-
gerrgvm They fet fail from the Sound in the year ges, one of whom was fo refrattory,
land. 1605. in the Summer, and continuing their  that they were forced to knock him down
Courfe ‘or fome time together, the En- with the But-end of their Mufquets,
glifbman at laft turn’d to the South-welt  which frightned the others into a more

to avoid the Ice, whillt the Admiral pliable Temper. But the Savages ha-
fteered his courfe to the North-Eaft, and ving taken the alarm, purfued the Danes
arrivid fafely in Greenland. He had no to relieve their Companions, and had -

fooner caft Anchor near the Shoar, but found means to cut off their Paflaze to

the Savages came with their Boats all the Ship; but by the help of their rire-

about his Ship, and were welcom’d with arms, and the great Cannons from the

fome Wine, which however they did not  Ship, they foon cleared their way, and

relifh very well ; but feeing fome Oil of got fafely aboard with the other three
Whales, they begg’d fome of it, which Savages, whom after their return into

being given them, they drank it off very Denmark they prefented to the King;,
greedily. They had brought along with they were found better proportion'd,

them good ftore of Skins of Bears and and more civiliz’d than thofe that were

~ Sea-calves, and feveral pieces of the Uni- brought over by Lindenan, from whom
Seals. corn, which they exchanged for Needles, they likewife differ’d as well in their Man-

Knives, Looking-glafles, and fuch other
Toys. Thley did not feem to put any
Vol, L.

would exchange their Bows, Arrows, (rJ

Boats, Oars, nay their Shirts, The
Admiral Gotske Lindenan tarried three
days on this Coaft, but durft not venture
alhore. On the fourth day, being ready
to fet fail again, he detain’d two of the
Savages who happen’d to be aboard of
him, and were fo outragious that they
were forced tobind them; the reft feeing
their Companions in danger of being
carried away, made a moft horrible out-
cry, and fhot at the Dancs with their
Arrows, but were foon put to flight by
the difcharge of a Cannon; after which

ners and Languages, as in theiy Apparel,
The King being very well fatisfied with
Gcce 2 what
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what progrefs they had)nade in this
Voyage, did order the berore-mentloqed
Lindenae in the year 15¢6. Lo g0 with
five Ships a fecond time to Greenland.
T hey fet fail from Denmark on the 8th of
May, taking along with them the fame
three Savages that were brought from
Davis’s Straits by the before-named Eng-
lifhman, they being to ferve for In;er-
preters ; at which they feem’d exceeding-
ly pleafed, yet one of them died by the
way. Lindends taking the fame courfe
the Englifhman had done, arrived on the
third day of Auguft with four Ships in
Greenland, the fitth being feparated from
them by Storm. The Savages appear’d
in great numbers near the Sea-fide, but
were as miftruftful of the Danes as they
were of them, which made themfail in
queft of another Harbour, which they
reach'd foon after, but found the Savages
of the fame Temper with the others, ap-
pearing in a pofture to fight them if they
fhould attempt to land. The Danes who,
by reafon ot the vaft number of the Sa-
vages thought themfelves no equal match
for them, {2il’d along the Coaft ; and the
Savages would follow them at fome little
diftance in their Boats, of whom they
took fix, and then carried them together
with their Boats and Oars aboard their
Ships.

One day as they were riding at An-
chor in a certain {fmall Bay, the Admiral
Lindenaw’s Gentleman being a refolute
Fel'~w, very earneftly defired his Mafter
to ":ve him leave to go athoar, totry whe-
th.r he could treat with the Savages; or
t that would not do, he did not quefti-
on to make his way back again: which
being granted, at laft he went afhoar,
but had fcarce walk’d a few paces, when
the Savages falling upon him cut him to
pieces in an inftant. Their Knives and
Cutlafhes are made of Unicorn, fo fharp
edg’d by whetting them againft Stones,
that they cut as well as if they were made
of the beft Steel. Lindenau finding but
little hopes of fucceeding in his Enter-
prife, return’d to Denmark 5 and one of
the Savages being not able to brook his
Captivity, drowned himfelf. In his re-
turn he met with the fame Ship that was
feparated from them before by ftrefs of
Weather ; but another Storm arifing foon
after, they were again difperfed, and did
not meet again till near a month after,
when they purfued their Voyage to
Denmark, and arrived at Copenbagen on
the fifth day of ofober, after a fecond
dangerous and troublefom Voyage.

The fame King fent a third time two

ftout Ships to Greenland, under the Com-
mand of Carften Richartfon a Holfeiner,
who having aboard fome of the moft
experienced Mariners of Norway and
Jceland,; fet fail from the Sound on the
13th day of Aay, and got fight of Green-
land on the Sth of June, but could not
approach the Shoar by reafon of the Ice,
which lay heap’d up like Mountains, fome
Leagues deep at Sea ; for it is to be ob-
ferved, that there are fome years when
the Ice continues all" the Summer long
without being melted: which obliged
the Holfteinery who had been feparated
from the other Ship, and was afraid of
being intangled in the Ice pait retreating,
to return to Denmark, where he notwith-
ftanding his Mifcarriage, was well re-
ceived by the King.

The Savages which were taken and
brought into Denmark in the two firft
Voyages, had liberty to walk about where
they pleafed, under the Guard of fome
Waiters. They liv’d upon Milk, Cheefe,
Butter, raw Flefh and Fifh, according to
their own Cuftom, being averfe to Bread
and boi’d Meat, but much more to
Wine; the Oil of Whales being their
beloved Liquor. They would frequent-
ly turn their Faces to the North, and
fetch a heavy figh. One time their Wai-
ters being careles in obferving them,
fome of thefe Savages got to their little
Boats, and without more ado put to Sea,
but by a ftrong Wind were forced twelve
Leagues beyond the Sound, afhoar in
Shonen, where being taken by the Country
People they were fent back to Copenbagen.
This ferv’d as a warning to their Waiters
to be better upon their Guard for the
future : but they pined themfelves at
laft to death one after another.

At a certain time, when a Spani/h Am-
baflador was {ent into Denmark, there be-
ing five of thofe Savages as yet living,
the King ordered that for the Diverfion
of the Ambaflador they fhould row up-
on the Sea in their little Boats; thefe
Boats were fhaped not unlike 2 Weaver’s
Shuttle, being about ten or twelve foot
long : they are made of Whale-bones of
an Inch thick join’d together by the help
of the finews of Beafts, and covered
all over with the skins of Whales : there
is in the middle a hole big enough for one
Man to put his Body in. Thus they go to
Sea putting their Legs underneath; and
if any fpace be left round their Body they
ftop it up with their Jackets which are
made of the Skin of Sea-Calves, and that
fo titely that no Water can enter ; which

done, they are proof againtt all Storms
and

Seals.
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and Tempefts beyond what may be ex-
pected from Ships of a conliderable bulk;
tor tho they are oftcatimes turn’d top-
fy turvy, they always turn again up-

count, which the Savage perform’crli;vith AaAN
fo much dexterity, that he feldom re- Myyuck.
turn’d without fome good Pearls. The LA

right. They make ufe only ot one QOar,
which they manage with the fame dexte-
rity as the Rope-dancers do their Poles,
to keep an even ballance, and with this
they row fo {wiftly, that (asitwastry’d
at the fame time) they could keep pace
with a Doat with lixteen Oars.

The Ambaffador-extremely well fatil-
fied with this Spetacle, gave each of
them a very good Prefent, wherewith
they bought themitlves Clothes made
after the German fafhion, and other Ac-
coutrements, fuch as Boots, Spurs and
Feathers, and afterwards offer’d ro ferve
the King on Horfe-back. But this gay
humour was of no long continuance, for
the defire of returning to their Native
Country being foon reviv’d, two of thofe
who had once before ventured to make
their efcape at Sea, and confequently
were not in the leaft miftrufted of at-
cempting, fo dangerous an Undertaking a
fecond tme, did once more attempt to
reach Greenland in their Boats. They
were purfued with all imaginable fpeed,
but one was only overtaken, the other
being queftionlefs fwallowed up in the
Waves. It was obfervable in him who
efcaped, that whenever he faw a Woman
with a Child in her Arms he ufed to
fetch a decp figh, which made the
Danes believe that he had left a Wife and
Children behind. The reflt were more
narrowly watch’d, which {erved only to
increafe their Melancholy, of which they
dy’d one after another.

There remain’d however at laft two
alive, who liv’'d near twelve years after
all the reft of their Companions were
dead: They were cherifi’d with all the
fair Promifes imaginable, which feemi’d
to be fome Comfort to them; but they
could never be brought to the true under-
ftanding of the Chriftian Faith, being
quite ignorant of the Danifh Tongue.
They were fometimes obferv’d to lift up
their Eyes towards Heaven, and to adore
the rifing Sun. One of them died whillt
he was employ’d in Pearl-fithing at Coi-
dingen. Forit is to be obferv’d that the
Mutcles thereabouts contain generally
fome Pearl duft, and among them are
{fometimes found Pearls of a good big-
nefs. This Greenlander having given them
to underftand one day, that he was very
dexrerous at fithing of Pearls, the Go-
vernor of Coldingen took him along with
him to make ufe of him upon that ac-

Governor, who was very avaricious, being
over eager after fuch a Booty, would not
ftay till the next Spring ; but forcing the
poor Savage to dive in the midft of
Winter under the Ice, no otherwife than
if he had been a Spanel Dog, he fell ill
and died. His Comrade remaining now
alone inconfolable for the death of his
Companion, found means the next Spring
to get to Sea in his little Boat unperceiv’d
by any body ;5 he was however purfued
with all fpeed, but having the ftart of
them was got thirty Leagues out at Sez
before he could be retaken. They gave
him to uaderftand by certain figns, thatic
would have been impoflible for him to
have reach’d Greenland, but that he muft
have perifhed among the Waves; at
which he made certain figns to fhew that
he intended to have run along the Coaft
of Norway to a certain height, from
whence he would have crofs’d thé Seas,
taking his Direftions by the Stars. He
was brought back to Copenbagen, where
he died foon after with Melancholy.
This was the end of thefe unfortunate
Greenlanders, who approach’d in Stature
to the Zaplanders, being well fet, but

fhort, of a fwarthy Colour, with flatStawe o

Their Boats, Ap- llf;(ﬁrmfcﬂ

Nofes and thick Lips.
parel, and other Implements are to be
feen to this day at Copenhagen, as alfo a
Greenland Almanack, compofed of 28 or
30 fmall Sticks faftened to a Leather
String, by which they ufed to diftinguifh
their time.

Since that time the King of Denmark
did not think fit to fend any more Ships
at his own Charge to Greenland: But
fome Merchants of Copenbagen being
join’d in a Company (in which feveral
Perfons of Quality had likewife a fhave)
cal’d the Gresnland Company, they fent
in the year 1636. two Ships to Davis’s
Straits, where they were no fooner come
to an Anchor, but eight Savages came
in their little Boats aboard of them.
Whilft they were bufy in laying out their
Sea-Calyes and Fur-skins, and feveral
pieces of Unicorn, in order to exchange
them with the Danes for Needles, Knives
and Looking-glaffes, it happen’d acci-
dentally that a Gun was difcharged aboard
the Ship, which put the Savages into fuch 2
fear, that they all leapt over-board iinder
Water, and did not {fo much as put out
thejr Beads again till they were at leaft
two hundred paces diftant from the Ship;
bug being given to underffand by certain

figns
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Ao figns that they intended them no harm,
Monck, they return’d and continued to traffick,
as before, ’

’m Their manner of dealing isthus: They

truffile choofe among the European Commodi-
ties what they like beft, which being laid
on one fide, they lay down as much of
theirs as they think fit to give in ex-
change, and this is continued thus till
both Partiesare agreed. They faw at the

experienced Goldfmiths of Cupenbagen
would not have done in this any more
than in the before-mentioned Sand.

In this Voyage it was they brought
that before-mentioned piece ot the Uni-
corn from Greenland, which was to have .
been fold to the Great Duke of A2ufcovy 5 4 picce of
it is ftill to be feen at Copenbagen, and Unicorn
valued at 6cco Crowns. The Danes vided a
had likewife taken two Savages, whom Cf;n?m_n

How the

fame time a dead Fifh upon the fhoar,with
a Horn or rather Tooth on one fide of his
Head, which the Savages had broken in
pieces, and fold them to the Danes.
This Fifh is of a prodigious Strength, and
a declared Enemy of the Whales, jult as
the Rhinoccros is to the Elephant among
the Terreftrial Creatures; for if he
meets the Whale, he {trikes his Horn in-
to his fides as deep as it will reach,
Some aflure us, that it fometimes runs
with fuch a force againft the Ships, that
thereby they become leeky.

But the intention of the Danes was not
fo much to exchange their Commoditics
with them, as to taxe a full view of the

they tied to the Malts till they were a
great way at Sea, when they were un-
tied again; but they no fooner found
themiclves at liberty, but leap’d into the
Sea, in hopes, as may be fuppoled, to
reach the fhoar by fwimming, which was
impo(lible for them to do by realon of
the great diltance from thence.

This is all I have been able to meet
with concerning the Oid and New Greoi-
land ; of the Old Greenland formerly in-
habited by the Norwegians ; of the New
Greenland, difcovered by the Englifh,
Danes, and Norwegians, as they went in
fearch after the 0ld Greenland. It is molt
probable that the Ice from the North-

B‘f“fsa,‘ Country ; and the Mate of one of theShips  Weft has quite ftopt up that Paffage be-
viwed i having taken notice neara certain River twixt Iceland _and Greenland, and that
their £x- Where he landed, that the Sand refembled  whilft the Mariners were endeavouring to
pedfror. both in weight and colour true Gold make their way through this Paflage, they

Sand, loaded his whole Ship with it, and
with great Joy return’d ftraitways to
Denmark, telling his Ship’s Crew as they
were under fail, that now they were all
rich enough. The Lord High Steward
of Denmark, who had a confiderable fhare
m the Ship, being furprifed at the fudden
return of this Ship, the Mate told him
how he was freighted with Gold, which
made the Lord High Steward fend fome
quantity of it to the Gold{miths of Co-
perhagen, to try whether they could bring
any quantity out of it ; but thefe being
not able to produce one Grain from this
Sand, he was fo much exafperated at
this Difappointment, that he immediate-
ly commanded the Mate to go out to Sea,
and to throw his pretended Gold-fand
into the bottom of it, without fpeaking
one word more of it to any body. The
poor Mate was forced to obey, but with
fo much reludtancy, that finding himfelf
difappointed in the hopes of his fuppofed
‘f'reafure, he died foon after for Grief,
Neither was it long before the Lord High
steward repented himfelf of his rafh-
nefs; for fome Sand altogether refem-
bling this was found in the Mines of
Norway, from whence feveral Perfons
who were well verfed in the Separation
of Metallick Bodies, drew a pretty quan-
tity of very good Gold, which the up-

were drove upon the Cape Farewel and
Davis’s Straits, or rather Guiph, and fo
difcovered that part of the Country
which now is ftiled New Greenland.

It is evident out of the Jceland Chroni-
cle, that betwixt Jeeland and the O
Greenland there were feveral 1fands and
Rocks ; as for inftance, that which they
call’d Gundebior Scheer, which ftrengthens
our opinion, it being eafy to imagine that
the Izc might with lefs difficulty be heap'¢
betwixt thofe Iflands; which being of
fuch a thickne(s as not to be melted by
the Beams of the Sun, has rendered the
Sea betwixt Icehand and Greenland quite
impaflible, fo that ’tis impoflible to give
an account of the Pofterity of the an-
tient Norwegians who fettled there: per-
haps they bore their fhare in the Plague
which raged fo furioufly in Norway in the
year 1348. and almoft depopulated that
Kingdom. It is not altogether impro-
bable but that Gotske Lindenaw, who in
his firft Voyage fteer’d his Courfe to the
North.Eaft, may have caft Anchor near
the Old Greenland, and that perhaps thefe
two Savages were defcended from the
antient Noswegians 5 but tho they differ’d
from the other Savages that were brought
over from Davis’s Straits both in Man-
ners and Language, yet had theirs not
the leaft affinity with the Danifh or

Norway
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Norway Tongues : The Danifh Chronicle
tells us that the three Savages brought
over by the Englifbman did talk fo fwift-

tioned Voyage to Grecnland, in the year aAny
1636. did by certain figns enquire of Moxck.
the Savages, whether there were any  ~~u

ly, that it was impoflible for any body to
diftinguith one word from another, un-
lefs it were the two words Oka indecha,
the meaning of which no body under-
ftood. Thus much is unqueftionable,
that what was call’d Old Greenland, was
no more than a {mall Point of the Nor-
thern part of Greenland, viz. where it
lay neareft to Iceland, and that the an-
tient Norwegians durft not venture very
far into the Country, no more than thofe
who have fince difcover’d the New Green-
land. The Danes in their before-men-

confiderable number of Inhabitants in
the inland Countries there ; upon which
the Savages gave them to underftand by
figns, that there were as many People
there as they had hairs upon their Heads,
that they were very tall, arm’d with
large Bows and Arrows, wherewith they
kill’d every thing they met in their way.
From whence we may draw this Conclu-
fion, that ncither thefe Pecple nor their
Country, no more than the Old Greenianl,
are in the leaft known to us at this
time,

A particular Account of the Voyage performed by Capr. Monck,

CHriﬁicrn 1. King of Denmark being
defirous to find out a Paffage be-
twixt Greenland and America, to facilitate
the Voyage to the Eajft-Indies, did order
one Capt. Monck, a Perfon of great Bra-
very, to fail with two ftout Ships to the
Straits, which were not many years be-
fore difcover’d by one Mr. Hudfor an
Englifh-Man.

This Mr. Hudfon having been feveral
times before on the Northern Coalts, was
at laft prevail’d uvpon by fome Engli/h
Merchants to try his Fortune, whether
he could find out a Paffage betwixt Green-
land and Amevica to the Eaft-Indies 5 ac-
cordingly he fet fail from Ewngland with
one Ship only in the year 1610. and
pafling along the Coaft of Greenland was,
what with the Fogsand what with Storms,
forc’d into a ftrait Paflage, which at laft
brought him into an open Sea ; which
made him begin to conceive certain hopes
that he had been fo fortunate as to be
the Difcoverer of the faid Paflage. But
after he had for a confiderable time
cruifed up and down this Sea, without
being able to difcover the defired Paflage,
he refolv’d ( contrary to the opinion of
the reft ) to pafs the Winter thereabouts,
tho he was not fufficiently ftor’d with Pro-
vifions for fo long a time: and they muft
infallibly have perifhed for want of Food,
if they had not met with feveral forts of
Birds, and among the reft with white
Partridges, of whom they catch’d above
a hundred dozen; and thefe leaving that
patt of the Country towards the Spring,
they were in their ftead fupplied with
Swaus, Ducks, Geefe, and other fuch like

Water-Fowl, which were eafily catch’d.
Befides they met with a certain Tree
there of a moft miraculous nature, its
Leaves being green inclining to ycliow,
had a ftrong tafte of Spice, and being
boil’d afforded a Balfamick Oil ;5 the De-
coftion it felf being a prefent Remedy
againft the Scurvy, the Sciatick, and o-
ther Diftempers occafioned by cold and
vifcous Humours.  lhe approaching
Spring furnifh’d them witch fuch ftore of
Fifh, as would be fufncient to freight their
whole Ship, if Mi. #udfen had not been
more intent upon lus intendcd Difcove-
ry than any thing elle; which however
heing not able to effect, he fiw himfelf un-
der a neceflity of bending his Counrfe
back to England. lnthe meinwhile there
happen’d a Matiny againft the Captain,
carried on by one Greeir his Clers, who
being cducated by hini, but by reaion of
his Misbchaviour threatned as well as
fome otiers of the Ship’s Crew who
had been wanting in their Duty, and
dreaded the Punifhment, did force his
Cabin, from whence they took him and
his Son, and putting them with feven
more in a Chalop, comuiitted them to
the mercy of the Scu. In this plice I
cannot pafs by infilcnce the Generofity
of one Philip Staf, who being a Carpen-
ter and 2 good Scaman, would not ftay
behind with thofe Villains, tho they prefs’d
him earneftly to it, but rather chofe to
goalong with his Captain in the Chalop
than to tarry among thofe perfidious
Wretches. What' is become of them is
unknown, tho it be probable that they
either perifhed for want of Food, or clfe

were
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~A~ were murdered by the Savages. The fame
Monck. fatc attended the Ring-leaders of this mu-
L\~ tiny, who were flain by the Savages;

Chrifti-
ern’s
Straits,

the reft arrived not till the foilowing
year 1611, on the 6tb day of September in
England, after they had foffered to the
utmoft extremity for want of Provifions,
being forced to live upon Gyafs, and the
Skins of Birds, the flefh-whereof they
had caten long before.  *

But we muft return to Gapt. Afoick,
who fet Sail from the Sodhd with two
Ships, one man'd with 48 Men, the
other with 16,0n the 16th day of A4y in
the Year 1619 : He arrived on the 20th
of gune near” Cape Farewcll, being very
P\'?)g%r,cover’d with Ice and Snow, and fi-
tuate under 621 Decgree. From thence
fteering his-Courfe to the North-weft,
towards Hudfon’s Straits, he was much
incommdded., by the Ice, which however
did him no confiderable damage, he
having Sea-room enough. Among other
accidents that befel him, it froze fo vio-
lently on the 18th of Fune at Night, and
the Winds blew fo bard and, cold, that
his Sails were rendred ufelefs by reafon
of the Ice thatadhered to them ; yet the
next following day proved fo exceflive
hot in the Atternoon, that they were
forced to lay by their Clothes, and to go
in their Shirts only.

He did not arrive in Hudfon’s Straits
till the 17th of July, which he cal’d after
the King of Denmark, Chrifticrn’s Straits.
His firft L anding wasin an Ifland, direét-
ly oppolite to Greenland 5and having fent
fome of his People to take a view of
the Country, they found no Men, but
by their footfteps were convinced there
were fome in this Ifland.  The next fol-
lowing day they faw fome of the Sava-
ges, who feeming to be furprized at the
fight of the Danes, hid their Arms be-
bind a great Stone-heap, and then ad-
vanced toward them in a friendly po-
fture, but kept continually a watchful
eye upon their Arms, for fear the Danes
fhould come too near them. Notwith-
ftanding which they found means to
get betwixt them and their Arms, which
they feized. The Savages feem’d to be
exceedingly troubled at this lofg, and in
an humble pofture beg’d the "Danues to
have them reftored, ‘without which they

very thankfully, and in lieu of them
brought the Danes feveral forts of Fowl
and Fifr. Oneamong them having gota
{mall Looking-glafs, and feeing himfelf
in it, was fo overjoyed, that he put it
into his Bofom, and did run away as faft
as his Legs could carry him. The Danes
laugh’d heartily at his fimplicity ; but
what diverted them more than all the
reft was, that they perceived fome of
thefe Savages to make their Courtfhip,
after their way, to one of their Ship’s
Crew, who having long Black Hair, and
being of a fwarthy Complexion, with-a
flattifh Nofe, they took him for one of
their Country-men, who perhaps had
been carried away from Greenland fome
time before ; which often furnifhed them
afterwards with matter of Laughter, fo
that the poor Fellow was always jeer’d
as long as the Voyage lafted.

On the 19th of the fame Month Capt.
Monck ordred the Sails to be hoifted up
in order to leave this Ifland, but was
forced to return into the fame Harbour,
by reafon of the Ice, which obftruéted
his paflage. In the mean while they left
no ftone unturn’d to find out fome of the
Inhabitants, but in vain ; they found
fome Nets fpread near the Sea-fhore, on
which they hung Knives, Looking-glaf-
fes, and other fuch like Toys, in hopes
to allure them to the Sea-fide; bhut no
body appear’d, whether out of fear of
the Danes, or becaufe they were com-
manded to the contrary by their Superi-
ors, is uncertain. Capt. Monck being
difappointed in his hopes of meeting
with the Inhabitants,ordered a wild Rain-
deer to be fhot, of which there were
great numbers there ; wherefore he gave

the Name of Reenfund to the Ifland,and to Reenfina;
the Harbour that of AMonckepes, being fi-from
tuated under the 64 Degr. and 20 Min, hence fo
and after he had planted the Danifh"emd.

Arms there, he once more left the faid
Ifland on the 22d of Fuly, but met with
fuch bad Weather, and fo many vaft Ice-
fhoals at Sea, that on the 28:b of the
fame Month he was forced to feek for
fhelter betwixt two Iflands, near one of
which he came to an Anchor : but finding
it unfafe to continue thus, he brought
his Ships as near the Shore as poffible he
could, fo that at low Water they lay

were not able to fubfift, Hunting being-wupon the Sand ; and the high Tide carri-

their only Livelibood. They offered to
exchange their Clothes for them, which
moved the Danes at laft to compaflion ;
fo that they not only gave them back
their Arms, but alfo prefented them
with feveral Toys, which they received

~ed fuch 3 prodigious quantity of Ice to

the Shope; that they were in no {mall
danger, if by their induftry they had not
prevented it. There was a great Ice-
fhoal, near fifty foot thick, which being
loofened by the violence of the Sea, car-

ried
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ried all before it, and among the reft

their Chalops- which narrowly efcaped
finking.

they can in the middle, to avoid being ~AA
carried away by the ftormy Tides; and Mouck,
the great Ice-fhoals which are of fuch a e ~U

Afhore they faw feveral footfteps of
Men, a fign that the place was not defti-
tute of Inhabitants; but whatever care
they took, they could not get fight of
any, They alfo found there fome Mine-
ral ftones, and very good Talck, of
which they carried off feveral Tun-
weight. There were feveral other {mall
Iflands thereabouts, but the Sea did run
fo high near the Shore, that the Danes
durft not venture to land. Thefe Iflands
are f{ituate under 62 Degrees, 22 Min.
about fifty Leagues within Hudfon’s, or
as Monck calls it, Chriftians Straits. The
Bay where he came to an Anchor, he
cal’d Hareford, from the great number
of Hares they met with there. He again
fet up the Arms of Denmark, and the
initial Letter of his Royal Mafter, wiz.
C. IV. fignifying Chriftian IV.

On the oth of Auguft he fet Sail again
from this place with a North-weft Wind,
fteering his courfe Welt South-weft,
and on the 1oth came to the South of
the Straits of .dmerica, and caft his
Anchor near a large Ifland, unto which
> he gave the name of Srow.Ifland, becaule
it was all covered with Snow.

On the 2cth of Auguft he directed his
courfe to the North-weft, being then
(as his own Diary teftifies) exactly under
the Elevation of 62 Degr. 20 Min. but
there fell fo much Snow, and the Wind
did blow fo violently that they could fee
no Land, tho the Straits were not a-
bove 16 Leagues over thereabouts, which
fhews, that they are broader in fome
other places. After having paft thefe
Straits, he got into Hudfon’s Sea,which he
furnifhed with another Name, or rather
gave it two Names inftead of one.For that
part of it which wafhes the American Shore
he call’ld Mare novum, or the New Sea.
To the other part which extends to Green-
land (if it be really Greenland) he gave
the name of Mare Chriftianum, or Chri-
ftians Sea : He continued his courfe Weft
North-Wetft till he came to 63 Degrees,
20 Min. when finding himfelf furrounded
on all fides by the Ice, he refolved to pafs
the Winter there; the Harbour he call’d
Monck’s Winter Harbour, and the Country
New Denmark. In his relation he makes
only mention of two Iflands in the Chri-
ftian Sea, which he ftiles the two Sifters ;
and in the New Sea, but of one called
Dichles Ocland. He advifes thofe who
undertake the Voyage through thefe
Straits, tlo Ikeep as much as poffibly

- Vol.L

thicknels there, that ifa Ship happen to
get betwixt them, it feldom efcapes. He
fays that it flows exactly five hours in the
Chriftians Sea, the Tide being regulated
by the Moon.
 On the 7th of September Capt. Monck
caft Anchor there,and after his People had
rcfrethed themfelves for fome days he or-
dered them to bring the Ships into a little
Creek, where they werc fheltered againf}:
the violence of the Winds and ice. | The
next thing they had to do was to pro-
vide themfelves good Huts againft the
approaching Winter-feafon. This Har-
bour lay near the Entrance of a River,
which was not frozen up in O&ober, tho
the Sca was full of Ice all round about,
On the 7th day of the fame Month,
Capt. Monck had 2 mind to go up the Ri-
ver in a Boat, but could not go further
than about a League and a half, by rea-
fon of the Cataradls, or Rocky Water-
falls that oppofed his Paffage. He then
marcl’d with fome of his Men about four
Leagues deep into the Country, to fee
whether he could meet with any of the
Inhabitants ; but no body appearing, he
refolved to return another way. FHere he
met with a certain Stone raifed above
the Ground, upon which was painted an
Image refembling the Devil, with Claws
and Horns ; near this Stone was a place
of about eight foot fquare, enclofed with
lefler Stones. On one fide of this En-
clofure there lay a heap of fmall flat
Stones, intermixt with Mofs of Trees;
on the oppofite fide was a large flat
Stone laid vpon two others in the fhape
of an Altar, upon which they found
three Coals laid acrofs. They faw feve-
ral more of thofe Altars, as they were
walking about, and fome footfteps of
Men near each of them ; tho they did
not come in fight at that time. Itis very
likely that the Inhabitants vfed to facri-
fice upon thofe Altars, either with Fire,
or perhaps offer their Sacrifices to the
Fireit felf ; for round about them they
faw zbundance of Bones, which proba-
bly were the Bones of the facrificed
Beafts, whofe Flefh the Savages had de-
voured raw, according to their cuftom.
They met alfo with many Trees, cut
down to the Roots with Iron Inftruments ;
and with Dogs that were muzled. But
what moft confirmed them in. their opi-
nion, that this Ifle was not deftitute of
Inhabitants, was, that in many places
they could difcover the Holes where they
‘ ~ Dddd had
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~AAN had fix’'d the Poles belonging to their
Monck. Tents, and found many pieces of Skins
A of Bears, Wolves, Dogs and Sea-calves,

wherewith they ufed to cover them ;
which feem’d to intimate, that the Inha-
bitants here did lead a Vagabond life like
the Turtars and Lapponians, )
After the Danes had planted their
Huts, they cut good ftore of Wood to

The Danes be laid up for the Winter, and kill’'d a-

provide 1

gainft the
Winter,

bundance of Wild Fowl. Captain Monck
kill'd a white Bear with his own hands,
which they eat; and he fays exprelly,
that it agreed very well with them.
They catch’d likewife abundance of
Hares, Partridges, and other Fowl, be-
fides four Black Foxes, and fome Sables.

On the 25th of Nowvember there appear-
ed three Suns to them, and on the next
following 24th of Fanuary two. On the
10th of December Old Stile, there hap-
pened an Eclipfe of the Moon, which
they faw about Eight a Clock at Night;
after which they faw the fame Night the
Moon furrounded with a very bright
Circle, through the middle of which
was a Crofs, which divided the Moon
in two. This feem’d to be the fore-
runner of thofe Evils which thefe poor
Wretches were to fuffer hereafter, as
will appear out of the following Ac-
count.

The Cold began to encreafe with
the \Winter-feafon, to fuch a degree,
that they faw Ice of 300, nay 360 foot
thick: no Beer, no Wine, or Brandy
was ftrong enough to be proof againtt it,
but froze to the bottom, and the Vellels
fplit in pieces; fo that they cut the fro-
zen Liquor with Hatchets, and melted
ic before the fire, before they could
drink it. If they happened to leave any
quantity of Water in their Copper or
Tin Vellels, they found them all in pieces
the next morning: Neither were the
poor Danes able to refift fo exceflive a
Froft, which maftered the Metals, for
they all fell fick, and their Sicknefles en
creafed with the Cold ; they were gene-
rally feized with a Griping Loofenefs,
which did not leave them till it put an
end to their days. Thus they dropt
away one after another, fo that about
the beginning of Adarch the Captain was
“fain to do Duty as a Sentry, for want
of others. The worft was, that the
Spring did augment their Diftemper, for
their Teeth were ready to fall out, and
their Gums fwell’d to that degree, that
they could not take any other nourifh-
ment but Bread foak’d in Water. The
poor remnants of thefe unfortunate

Wretches were in the next following
May feized with another Loofenefs,
with fuch violent pricking pains in their
Limbs, as made them look like meer
Shadows ; their Arms and Legs being
quite lame, and full of Blew {fpots, as
if they had been beaten; being a Dif.
temper not unknown to Seamen, by
whom it is commonly call’d the Scurvy.
So many of them died, that there were
not enough left to bury them, the reft
being likewife fick and very weak : and
to compleat their mifery they began
to want Bread, inftead of which they
made ufe of Rasberrys which they dig’d
out from under the Snow, which fup-
ply’d the defeft of Bread; but they
were fain to eat them as foon as they
were taken from under the Snow,
where they kept frefh, but foon grew
ufelefs afterwards, ’

On the twelfth day of Apri} it rain’d
the firft time after feven Months ; and
toward the end of Afay there appear’d
again all forts of Fowl, fuch as wild
Geefe and Ducks, Swans, Swallows,
Partridges, Ravens, Snipes, Faulcons,
and Eagles, but they were too weak
to catch them.

On the 4th of Fune Captain AMonck
himfelf fell fo dangeroufly ill, that he
did take no food for four days toge-
ther ; and expeding nothing elfe but
prefent death, he made his laft Will, in
which he defired thofe that might by
chance come to this place to bury his
Corps, and to fend the Diary of his Voy-
age to theKing of Denmark. After four
days were paft he began however to re-
cover a little, and with much ado got
out of his Hut, to fee whether there
were any of his Ship’s Crew left alive,
of whom he found no more than two
of Sixty four Perfons he brought along
with him. Thefe two being over joy-
ed to fee their Captain in a condition
to ftir abroad, took him in their Arms,
and carried him to a Fire, to refrefh
his Spirits. They now began to encou-
rage one another, promifing to ftand by
one another to the laft gafp. They
dig’d every where among the Snow,
till at laft they met with a certain
Root, which being both Reftorative and
Food to them, they were reftored in few
days. The Ice began now to melt a-
pace, fo that on the 18th of Fune they
catch’d fome Salmons, and other Fifh,
which with what exercife they ufed in
Hunting, fo firengthened them in a little
time, that they refolved to return to
Denmark,

The
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The Summer Seafon approaching, they
were extremely peftered with Gnats,
which made them baften their departute;

an end toall his Sufferings ; but it feems ~- -
his ill DeRtiny had preferved him for Monck.
more, which wasto put an unhappy pe- «~rw

fo that on the 16th of uly they went a-
board their lefler Ship (leaving the big-
gelt behind) and fleer’d their Cowfe
towards Afunct’s Harbour ; they were
much incommoded by the Ice, and loft
their Boatand Rudder. \Vhilft they were
bufy in making a new one, they faltened
their Ship to an lce-rock; which being
loofened by the Tide, their Ship was car-
ried away with it; but the Ice being
melted foon after, they got clear again,
and mct with their Boat which they had
loft ten days before. It was not long be-
fore they got faft within the Ice once
more; but the Weather changing al-
moft every day, they were foon releafed
again. Having at laft repalt the Straits,
they fail’d by Cape Farewel into the Oce-
an; but were on the 8th of Septeinber
overtaken by a moft terrible Tempeft,
which threatned no lefs than their total
deftruction, they being quite tired out,
and not able to manage the Ship: fo that
leaving themfelves to thc mercy of the
Winds, they loft their Maft, and the
Sails blew over-board, which however
they made fhift to fave.

In this condition they were forced up-
on the Coaft of Norway, where they caft a
piece of an Anchor (the only one they had
left) in a fmall Creek, where they hoped
to fhelcer themfelves againft the Storm;
but found themfelves deceived in their
Hopes, for they were in moft imminent
danger of being dafh’d to pieces againft
the Rocks, if by good fortune they had not
got betwixt them and the Shore; where
after they had refrefh’d themfelves tor
fome days, they purfucd their Voyage,
and arrived atlaft in Denmark. |

Capt. Monck had no fooner fet foot a-
fhore, but he went to Copenbagen to give
the King an account of his unfortunate
Voyage ; who not imagining him to be
ftill among the Living, received him
with all imaginable marks of his Favour.
Thus we have feen the brave Capt. Monck
return to the Danifh Shore, which, as
might reafonably be fuppofed, would put

riod to the Life of this brave Man.

For whilft he was ia Dcnmark, he uvfed
often to ruminate upon his patt Adven-
tures; and being by degrees convinced
of what had been the chief cauf: of his
mifcarriage in his Voyave through the
Straits, he took a refslution to try his
Fortune once more, in which he hoped
to fupply the Defeéts of the formzr, ari-
fen from the wanto: knowledgot thoie
Seas, and fome other circomftances. Ac-
cordingly he propufed his Delign to fome
Perfons of Quality ; who approving of
it, equip’d two Ships, which he was to
command ia chief,

Having provided himfelf withall Ne-
ceflaries for fuch a Voyage, he was ready
to fet fail, when (as his il Fortune would
have it) the King fent for him, and hap-
pening, among other things, to {peak of
his former unfortunate Voyaye, told him,
that he had loft two Ships by his want ot
Condult.  Which the Captain anfwering
fomewhat briskly, the King took his Cane
and pufl’d it in anger againft his Breaft,
The Captain took this Affront fo hei-
noufly, that he immediately went home
to bed, and would not be perfwaded to
takethe leaft nourithment; fo that in ten
days after he died for Meclancholy and
want of Food. .

The preceding Account feems to inti-
mate, that there is a Paffage of a confide-
rable length and breadth betwixt Green-
land and America, and beyond thatalarge
Sea, the extent of which is not known
hitherto, nor whether it be an open or
only an inclofed Sea; tho it feems Capt.
Adonck was of opinion that Greenland was
feparated from Amcrica by this Sea,
which was queftionlefs the reafon which
induced him to try his Fortune a fecond
time; in which, as we told you before,
he met with fuch Encouragement from
feveral Perfons of Note in Denmark, that
in all likélihood he would have ventured
his utmoft for the difcovery of the Truth,
if he had not been prevented by this fini-
fter Accident. '

FINTIS.
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%ﬂﬂ Account of that Country commonly

call'd Spitsbergen, being reckoned a
part of Greenland.

With the manner of its firft difcovery, and what method

is ufed in catching the Whales on that Coaft.

FTER the Portugucfes had found

out the way to the Cape of

Good- Hope, and from thence to

China and Fapan, feveral o-
ther Nations being invited by the Trea-
fures of thofe Countrys, did endeavour
to difcover a fhorter Paflage thither by
the North, of which we have feveral
Accounts abroad, fome having attempted
to find out the faid Paflage onthe North-
weft fide of America - which Courfe was
taken by the Euglifh, viz. by Forbifher,
Davis antl Hudfon, and likewife by Capt.
Monck, whofe unfortunate Voyage we
have fpoken of in the preceding Trea-
tife.

Others have attempted to pafs to the
North-Eaft by Nova-Zembla (as the Ruf-
fians callit) and the Great Turtary; of
which number are the Hollanders, who
in 1594, and the following Years, have
(tho with il fuccefs) endeavoured to
open their way on that fide to China.

The Englifh were however the firlt
who attempted to find out this Paflage :
Forin the Year 1553, under the Reign
of King Edward VI. feveral Perfons of
Note entered into a Society, which they
call’d, The Company for the difcovery of
Unknown Countries.  The chief DireGor
of this Company was the famous Sebaftian
Cabot, who under the Reign of King
Henrvy V1L firft difcovered the Northern
part of America; from whence in fome
antient Maps that part is called Scbaflian
Cabot’s Country.

“This Company equip’d three Ships, un-
der the command of Sir Hugh Willoughby
an Engli(h Rnight, and Richard Chancel-
lour Vice-Commodore, with Orders to
endeavour to find out a Paflage to the
North-Eaft through the Tartarean-Sea to
Cbhina.

Thofe three Ships purfued their Voy-
age together, without any finifter Acci-
dent, till they came to the height of
Wardbuis and” Lapiand, where Richard

Chancellour being feparated from the reft
by foggy and ftormy Weather, he crui-
fed upand down on thofe Seas, in hopes
to meet with them again ; till at laft he
arrived accidentally in the Bay of St. /NVi-
cholas, under the Mufeovire Jurifdition,
but unfrequented by any Europeaiss before.
Being got into the acquaintance of fome
Mufcovites, he refolved to wait in Perfon
on the then Great Duke Fobn Bafilovitz
who being then engaged in the Zivonian
War, which had much interrupted the
Eaftland Trade, was very willing toen-
courage the Englifh, by granting them
confiderable Privileges for the promot-
ing of Trade ; which has been fince car-
ried on by the Englih to their no fmall
Advantage.

Sir Hugh Willoughly, after he had been
tofs’d up and down for a long time, did
atlaft (according to the Diary writ by
hisown hand ) @iz, on the 14th of Au-
guft, come to ananchor near a Country
fitvate under the 724 Degree; which
Country fince has been ftiled in many
Maps,Siv Hugh Willoughlys Country, From
thence he purfued his Voyage along thofe
Coafts, till the fudden approaching Win-
ter obliged him to enter a certain Har-
bour, where to pafs the Winter. He
fent abroad three of his Men to the South-
Weft to view the Couatry, and to en-
deavour to difcover fome of the Inhabi-
tants: But thefe returning without fuc-
cefs, within three days after he ordered
three othersto the Weft fide; but thefe
alfo failing in their hopes, three more
were difpatch’d towards the South-Eaft,
who likewife returned without having
been able to find out any Inhabitants,
Thus far Sir Hugh Willoughby’s Diary.
He himfelf was found trozen to death,
with the Ships Crew of his two Ships,
confifting of feventy Perfons, in an ob-
fcure Harbour of Lapland, caid 4reina
Kecea, being difcovered by forme Ruffian
Fifhermen who accidentally came that

Way s
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way; for it is the cuftom of tle Zap-
landers to dwell all the Summer feafon
near the Sea-fide, for the convenicic of
fifking s but with the approaching Win-
ter they retire tothe Inland parts ot the
Country, which makes the Coalt to be
quite defolate as iony as the Froft fafts.
“'he faid Sir Hugh W' ;ily's Corps was
afterwards, by fome Fizli/h Ships trad-
ing to Mufcuvy, carvied 1o Edyidid, wihere
ke, with fome of his Company, was bo-
noutably interr’d at Londcit.

The Eiiglifh Ships trading to il ceny
becoming theréby acquainted with thote
Northern Coafts, had obferved a great
number of Sea-Horfes in thofe Seas; fo
that feveral Ships were fent out trom
England to catch them, chiefly for their
Tecth-fake, which were fold at a very
dear Rate in Mufcovy.

The Sea-Horfes are very ftrong Crea-
tares, approaching to the bignefs of a
moderate Ox, having four lLegs (the
two hindermoft being very unfhapable )
and a very thick Hide; there have been
fome feen at Amfterdam that weigh'd a-
bove 400 weight. Their Heads are vaft-
ly large, having two Teeth each of a-
hove a foot long, as white as the beft Ivo-
ry, which is what they are purfued for
with fo much eagernefs. They bring
forth fometimes one, fometimes two
young ones at a time, of whom they are
very fond. ‘They live both in the Sea,
and upon Ice ; they are not eafy to come
at whilft they keep in the Sea, by reafon
of their prodigious ftrengths; but when
they are catch’d upon the Ice, they are
not able to make any confiderable reli-
ftance, by reafon of the fhortncls of
their Legs and unweildinefs; but they
muft be hit in the Head, their Skin being
impenetrable. If they happen to fec one
of their own Kind dead upon the Ice, as
many of them lay themfelves upon I,
till it is covered ail over and corrupted.
The Englifh call them Sea- Horfes 5 the
Dutch, Walini[Jets 5 and the Aufcovites,
Morfes. : )

It was in the Year 1593, that the Englifb
fent the firft time their Ships to catch
thofe Sea-Horfes. They landed in an
Ifland, called by the Hollanders the 1fland
of Bearsy by the Englifh, Cherry-Ifle, from
one of the chief DireGors of their Com-
pany. The Sea-Horfes arc in great num-
bers thereabouts, of which they kill'd a
great many, kept their Teeth, and made
Oil out of their Fleth. Which Trade
they continued with great Advantage
for feveral Years after.

But in procefs of time the Sea-Horfes

began to be fo fhy, that as foon as the
perceived apy Men they got into the Sea s
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w:bich rendring the catching of thofe V"V

Beafts the more difficult, and fubje& to
great danger, the Whales began to be

- purfued by the induftrious Mariners.

In the Year 1612, the beforemention-
ed Englifh Company fent one Jobn Poul
into the frozen Sea, who difcovered that
Country, which indeed was found out by
the Hollanders betore, in their third Voy-
age to Nova-Zembla, made in the Years
1596 ; and being by them taken for a
part of Greenland, was, by reafon of the
highland piqued Mountains which are
feen a good way off at Sea, call’d Spitf-
bergen.

Mr. Pool having made his particular
Oblervations upon the great number of
\Whales found thereabouts, gave an ac-
count of it after his return to the Com-
pany, who the next following Year fent
him thither with two Ships; and they
had the good fortune to catch good ftore
both of Whales and Sea-Horfes ; but by
an unfortunate mifhap loft both their,
Ships, the Ships Crew being carried back
to England by another Englifb Ship which
came that way accidentally : thefe were
the firft Ships that came on that Coaft on
the account of catching of Whales.

In the Year 1612, the Engli/h fent two Firft catct-
Ships more thither, who meeting with a'/¢ of

Dutch Veflel which was feat thither upon
the fame errand, they obliged them to
return home without any Booty.

Whal v

The next following Year 1613, they Difteine
purfued the fame Delign with more vi- between el

gour than before : for having obtained a

Englith
and Dutch

Patent from King Fames, forbidding all
others, as well Foreigners as Natives Spiuber-
(except the Mufcovia Companys ) to fail gen.

to Spitsbergen 5 they equipp’d feven Men
of War, wherewith they chafed the
Dutch, French, thofe of Biftay, nay the
Englifb themfelves that were Interlopers,
from thence.

In the Year 1614 the Hollanders and
Zelandeérs appear’d near Spitsbergen with
eighteen ftout Veflels, under convoy of
four Frigats of thirty Guns each ; fo that
the Englifh who were but fitteen ftrong,
durft not enter into a Difpute with them
at that time. The fame happened in the
next following Year, 1615.

In the next following two Years the
Englifp had the better of the Dutch; but
in the Year 1618, the Zelanders came
with a ftrong Squadron, and difputing
the preference with the Englifh, plun-
dred their Ships, and forced them to re-
treat.

Thi
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This Conteft betwixt thefe two Nati-
ons continued for fume Years after, tiil
both tides being weary of it, the Pallfage
thizher was lett frec and open to all Na-
tions. , .

The Fugifh alledged in their behalf,
thar they having been the firft Difcoverers
ot that "Country, it was but reafon they

.thould reap the Benefit of what Expences

Situation
of Spitf-
tergen,
and its
A'm:c.

Thvee forts
of four-
[(’g’f{BC.lf}.{
here,

they had been at.  Butthe Lutch plead-
ing a precedency, as having been there
in 1596, the Englifs anfwered, That
the Couatry found out by Sir Hugh Wil-
ougkbby, could be no other but Spitsber-
gen, there being no other Country fitu-
ate under thofe Degrees; and that per-
irps he had miltaken the Numbers, in
putting 72 for 77. Bat thefe Difputes
are of little weight where the Sword de-
cides the Quarrel.

" The King of Denmark did likewife
lay a Claim to Spitsbergen, founded upon
this Suppolition, that it was a part of
the Old Gieenland, which depended on
the Crown of Norway, and confequently
on him.  This Claim was back’d by fome
Men of War, but they were not ftrong
enough to oblige the other Nations (as
their intention was) to pay them a cer-
tain Cuftom.

This part of Greenland, or Spitshergen,
is the moft Northern part of the World,
which hitherto is come to our knowledg,
being fituated betwixt Nova-Zembla and
Greenland,and extends from the 76 to the
8o Degree. It is call'd Spitsbergen from
its high and piqued Mountains which are
feenat Sca. Thefe Mountains are of a
coarfe Sand, intermix’d with fmall flat
Stones like our Slates, and confequently
have no firm bottom,

The Country it felf is uninhabited, but
aflords three feveral kinds of four-leg’d
Beafls, viz. white Bears, not inferior in
bulk and ftrength to our Oxen, they live
for the moft part upon the Ice. Befides
thefe there are likewife Foxes here, gray,
white, and black ; and Rain-deer, {fome-
what fmaller thana Stag, but very like
them in fhape, and every thing elfe, on-
ly their Horns are not {o fmooth. Their
Food is a certain green Mofs, inclining
to a yellowifh colour, which {prouts out
among the Sand and Stones, being for
the reft not unlike that which grows up-
on Trees. Some are of opinion that
deeper in the Country there grows fome
Grafs ; and probably there may be fome
hot Springs there, as has been obferved
before in Greenland, and perhaps alfo
fome Grounds not fo much expofed to
the Snow, which afford fome fuftenance

in Winter to thoie Bzafts.

“In the beginning of “unc, when the
Foreign Ships commonly firft appear on
thefc Coalts, the Countiy is ail over (as
far as you can fee) covered with Snow ;
and the Rain-deer are {o lean, that they
can fcarce hang together: But in fix
Weeks after, when the Snow is melted
away, they thiive to that degree, that
they®have two iaches of Fat on their
Ribs.  They don’t fly from Men, but ra-
ther meet them, and that o near, that
fometimes you may lay hold of them, or
at leaft can’t fail to hit them with a Gun
at the noife of which the reft difperfe.
but retarn foon after to the fame place.

The Country is exceeding.cold ; and Exceffive
tho the whole Summer is but one conti- g;fibg
going below the gen.

need Day, the Sun not
Horizon for fix \Veeks together, yet is
this but a flender allay to the Cold, which
is there the more fierce,the more clear the
Sky appears, as may be likewi'z obferv’d
with us in Winter-time 3 the Mountajns
efpecially fend forth fuch cold Damps
as are intolerable. The Air is frequently
foggy here, to fuch a degree, that you
cannot fee the length of a Ship from
you; fo that nothing but a thirft af-
ter Lucre could induce Mankind to ex-
pofe themfelves to fo many Inconvenjen-
ces.

Shrubs, yet thofe who are imployed
in boiling the Oil afhore, are never in
want of Fuel; this defect being fupplied
by a great quantity of Trees, with their
Roots and Branches, which are caft afhore
there by the Sea: And not only here,
but likewife in all the other Northern
Countrics, wiz in Nova-Zembla, Green.
land, and the I7c of Bears. From whence
thofe Trees come is varioufly conjetured,
fome will have them come from the Tar-
tarian Rivers, which exonerating them-
felves into thofe Seas, are frozen up in
the Winter; and in the Spring a fudden
Thaw enfuing,the thick Ice-tholes, forced
along by the f{wiftnefs of the Corrent,
tear up many Trees, nay fometimes
whole Forefts by the Roots ; which be-
ing carried into the Sea, are caft on thofe
Northern fhores. But to this itis ob.
Jected, that fince it is evident that the
\Winter-feafon has'been the fame many
Years ago in thofe parts, it muft necef-
farily follow that the Ice would have for-
ced away all the Trees at any reafopable
diftance from thofe Rivers long before

this time; and that confequently thofe
Rivers could not furnith f, vaft a quan-

tity

Itis further to be obferved, that tho Plenty of
this Country affords ncither Trees nor Fue! here.
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and New Greenland.

tity every Year, it being impoffible thefe
Trees thould grow fo faft, being efpecially
kept back by the continual overflowings

567

biggeft kind is called Grand-bay, the reft ~ A~
are fubdivided into five feveral forts 5 all pfypck,
which agree in this, that they haveno Fins ~~y

Wild-fon ]
{

wiiea

DPifsent

of thofe Rivers. Thus much however is
certain, that the two great Rivers Oby
and Petzora, carry a confliderable number
of Trees every Year into the Sea; but
thofc cannot come in any comparifon
with that prodigious quantity which is
calt on the Northern fhores. -

Spissbergen has fome Water-fowl, fuch
as wild Ducks of two {everal kinds. The
Northern Parrots, they refemble the o-
ther Parrots both in tiieir Bills, and Co-
lour of their Feathers, but their Feet re-
femble the Ducks Feet and wild Geefe.
The Sea is alfo barren of Fifh, fuch as
are fit for nourifhment, unlefs it be now
and then a Haddock.

The many Ships which are every Year
fent thither from England, France, Spain,
Denmark, and the Netherlands, coming
only on the account of the Whales, from
whence they draw an Oil by boiling; each
Nation having its own Station, Bay or
Harbour for that purpofe.

It is further tobe obferved, that there

kinds of zre feveral different kinds of Whales in

Whales.

Grand-bay

the beft of

the frozen Sea, not to fpeak here of fome
Sea-monfters, which are mentioned by
fome upon the very credit of the Mariners
who pretend to have feen them. The
W hales may conveniently be divided into
White and Black ones. The Black are a-
gain of two different Kinds, for fome have
only one Hole or Pipe, and thofe are all
of one {5ty out of the Head of thofe is
taken rhat Matter which is cail’d by the
Arothecavies Sperma Ceti : others have
two, and thefe are again diftinguifh’d by
their different degrees of bignefs. The

on their Backs, There is one kind which
is never found without them, and for that
reafon has got the name of Fin-fifh; but
being a fierce Beaft, and commonly very
lean, is not much fought for. The white
Whales are fo call’d, becaufe their Backs
are covered with many white Cockle-
fhells.

Every Nation, as 1 told you before,
has its own Station or Harbour, where
they have fix’d their Coppers, Huts, and
other Inftruments fitted for the boiling
of the Whale Qil, which are always left
behind.

The States General of Holland have
granted a Patent to a certain Company
to catch Whales at Spitsbergen, with ex-
clufion to all others of their Subjets:
But fuch as did not belong to the faid
Company, and yet were willing to carry
on a Trade with Whale-Oil, being in-
form’d that not only near Gre:iland, but
alfo in many other parts of thofe Seas,
there were a great many Whales ; have
fince fent abroad their Veflels, which ne-
ver came athore, but purfue them in the
open Sea till they catch them ; when they
cut them into {iall pieces, and putting
them up in Barrels, carry them thusinto
Hulland, where they boil the Oil in the
fame manner as they do in Spitsbergen.
But it isto be ebferved, that this Oil has
a certain ranknefs and ill fmell contract-
ed by the keeping of the Flefh fo long in
the Barrels, We will now come to a
conclufion, after we have given you a
fhort account of the manner of catching
the Whales.

An Account of the Manner of the catching of the Whales.

Mong the before-mentioned feveral
A forts of Whales, that kind which
is called Grand-bay, is commonly efteem-
ed the beft, by reafon of his bignefs, and

vheWhales. the great quantity of Fat which affords

the moft Oil; as alfo becaufe he is the
moft unweildy, and the eafieft to be
catch’d ; this Beaft being as lumpifh as it
is bulky: the Head makes up one third
partof the whole Body, with very fmall
Eyes in the midft of it, no bigger than
Oxens Eyes ; the Eye-balls being no big-
ger than a good Pea. ' Inftead of the
Ears, appear on the out-fide only two
Holes, fo {mall, that they are {carce to
be found out, and will fcarce admit of a

fingle Straw ; but within the Head they
have a larger Orifice, and are formed
like Ears, which afford them a (harp hear-
ing. On the top of the Head he has
two Pipes, for the drawing in and out
of the Air, and the difcharging the Wa-
ter which he fwallows in his Mouth,
which is forced out through thefe Holes
in a vaft quantity, and to a great height.
His Tongue is about 18 Foot long, and
ten broad, weighing commonly near 6oo
weight; of {uch a bulk, that when it
lies upon the ground, the talleft Man can-
not look over it. This Tongue is in-
clofed within a good quantity of Hair,
not unlike to Horfe-hair, which are faﬂ:c-i
ne
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~ A~ ned to and cover that we com
Monck. Whalebone 5 of thofe there are a
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only call
out 800
within the compafs of the Mouth great
and {mall ; the broad ends are join’d to-
gether on both fides of the Palate, as
the lefler are below: thofe would que-
ftionlefs wound the Tongue by their
fharp Edges if they were not covered
with Hair, which are like a Bed for the
Whales Tongue to reft in.  He is defti-
tute of Teeth, and after he is opened
you fearce find any thing within buta
few Sea-Spiders, and fome Sea-mofs
which is caft up from the bottom of the
Sea ; from whence it feems probable that
neither of thofe are the ordinary Food of
this monftrous Creature, but the Sea-
\Vater, which conveys thofe Spiders and

Memoirs concerning the Old

wounded by the Harpun, has fwam fo
long and with fuch {wiftnefs afterwards,
that the Chalops being tired in the
purfuit, have been glad to cut the Line.
Thefe Fith, as we faid before, are dan-
gerous Enemies to the Whale, who flies
before them with all his might; but
they furround him in vaft numbers, pinch
and pull out his Fins by degrees, whilft he
malkes the beft of his way from them,
and endeavours to keep them off with
his Tail. But after they have bereaved
him of his chiefelt ftrength, 1 mean his
Fins, they get into his Mouth, where
they devour his Tongue, nothing be-
ing more common than to find dead
‘W hales floating upon the Water without
Tongues.

The manner of catching and Kkilling sz spe
of the \Whale is perform’d thus: AsWaales
foon as they efpy a Whale either from arecaiciids

Mofs into his Belly 5 tho at the fame time
the Mariners look upon it as an infallible
fign that Whales are near at hand when

The whole
fongth of
a Whale,

they mcet with many of thofe Spiders,
which fometimes cover the furface of the
Sca. His Mouth is about four or five fa-
thom wide, with thick and broad Lips
weighing {ometimes 6oco weight. He
is very thick from the Head to the mid-
dle, but thinner and fharper towards the
Tail; the Fins of which don’t ftand
upright in fivimming like other Fifh, but
are on both fides likz our Crawfifh; thofe
he makes ufe of in {wimming with incre-
dible {viftnefs. The Tail it felf is about
27 foot long, and at the end one and a half
or two foot thick; the Fins are very
ftrong, wherewith he performs Miracles,
his whole Strength confifting in them,

The privy Members of the Whale are

on the outfile like the four-leg’d Crea-
tures, the Yard being about 14 foot
long, and in the thickeft part about a
foot in circumference. The Female com-
monly exceeds the others in bignefs, its
privy Members are within the Body, not
unlike thofe of Women, and open and
fhut as occafion requires. They are to
be feen next by their Breafts, { where you
alfo find thofe of the Males) as you may
fee in the Cut; fhe never brings forth
more than one young one, which follows
the old one every where, and fucks her
two Breafts.

The whole length of a Whale is about
70 or 8o foot, having on each {ide a Fin of
a fathom in length, and half a one broad.
There is a certain Fifh in thofe Seas call’d

7The Sword the Swordfifb, or Finfifh, who is the de-

fifh his
Enemy,

clar’d Enemy of the Whale; it is not
above feven or eight foot long, but not
eafily to be catch’d by reafon of its
Strength and Vigor; there being In-
ftances, that fuch a Fifh after it has been

the Shore or Ship, they put out three
C halops, man’d with fix Men each, a-
mong whom is one who being call’d the
Hrpuneer, is the Perfon who is firft to
wound the Whale with his Harpun.
Thote three Chalops row as faft as poffi-
biy they can after the Whale, but muft
be very cautious they don’t come too
near his Tail; when they come preity
near him, they are as [ilent and make as
little noife with their Oars as poflibly
they can, for fear the Whale fhould take
to the bottom of the Sea. When they
are near enough, the Harpuneer. of one of
thefe Chalops, who believes himfelt to
be within reach, throws his Harpun at
him with all his force; this Harpun is
about three foot long, having on both
fides Hooks or Notches to prevent its
being torn out again, after it once is fixed
in the Body of the Whale: it has a
wooden Handle, the better to ballance it
for the conveniency of throwing, and a
Line faftned at the end, which being a-
bout 200 fathom long, is laid in a Veflel
in the Chalop; for no fooner finds the
Whale himfelf to be wounded, but with
incredible fwiftnefs he goes towards the
bottom of the Sea; fo that the Line
fmoaks, being rub’d againft the fides of
the Chalop, and would certainly take
fire if the Men did not continually pour
Water uponit. There is alfo one whofe
bufinefs it is to take care that the Line
be not entangled; for if that fhould hap-
pen, they have nothing to do but to cut
the Line, for elfe it would overfet the
Chalop. If they find one of the Lines
fall fhort, thofe of the next Chalop fur-
nith them with theirs, which they falten
to it: But all this would ftand themin

little
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difcharged. This ftruggling affords fo ~ A
agreeable a Speftacle to the Beholders, My, k.
that thofe who have feen it aflure us, (~y

lictle ftead, if the nature of this Fifh were
fuch as to be able to abide long under
Water ; whereas after he has ron fome

hundred fathoms deep, he is forc’d to
come up again to take breath, at what
time he fends forth fuch a terrible found
through his Pipes, that it may be heard
at half a League diftance, tho fome
make a much greater noife than others.
As foon as the Fith appears upon the fur-
face of the Water, the Chalops purfue
him, being direted by the Line which
fhows them the way. The Harpunecer
who comes firft neareft to him, throws
another Harpun into his Body, which
makes him once more take towards the
bottom ; but after he comes up again the
fecond time, they don’t make any further
ufe of the Harpuns, but of certain fmall
Pikes, not unlike a Lance, of which there
are two forts, throwing-Lances and puth-
ing-Lances, The throwing-Lances re-
femble an Arrow, and are uvfed much in
the fame manner, but have no Hooks at
the end ; for they are thrown into the
Body of the Whale, and drawn out again,
the intention of which is to tire the Fifh
by fo many Wounds till they dare ven-
ture at him with the pufhing-Lances;
for whilft heis in his full ftrength no-
body dares to come near him, for what-
ever he hits with his Tail and Fins he
batters in pieces, as has been feen fome-
times in fome Chalops, which have been
torn in flitters, and the Men thrown up
toa great height into the Air. When
they find him almoft tir’d, and his
Strength confiderably abated, they draw
nearer to him, and make ufe of the other
Lances, which refemble our Pikes; with
thofe they wound him, but efpecially
near the Fins, where this Creature is
moft fenfible ; and this they hold fo long
till they have hit his Lungs or Liver, at
which time the Fifh {pouts out a vaft
quantity of Blood through the Pipes,
which rifes into the Air as high as the
Maft: then they defift, and the Fifh find-
ing himfelf wounded in fo fenfible a part,
begins to rage moft furioufly, battering
the Sea and his Body with his Fins and
Tail, till the Sea is all in 2 foam; and
when he ftrikes the Fins againft his Body,
and his Tail at the Waves, you may hear

that they could never be tired with the
fight of it.: 'Whilft the Whale is making
his laft Efforts, the Chalops are obliged
to follow him fometimes for two Leagues
together,till having loft all his Strength he
turns upon one fide, and as foon as he is
dead upon his back : then they draw him
with Ropes either afhore (if it be near
Spitsbergen) or elfe to the Ship, where he
is kept fo long till he rifes above the
Water ; for the firft day he lies almoft
cven with the Surface of the Water, the
fecond he rifes about fix or feven foot
above it, and the third fometimes as high
as the fides of the Ship. On board each
Ship there is one whofe bufinefs it is to
open the Fifh, who after he has put on
his Garment fitted for that purpofe, cuts
open his Belly with a very large Kanife,
which is notdone without a roaring noife,
and an intolerable fmell fent forth from
the Entrails of this Beaft: But notwith-
ftanding the Man proceeds in his bufinefs,
feparating the Fleth from the Bones by
pieces of two or three hundred weight,
which are convey’d thus either athoar or
on board the Veflel, where they are cut
again in {fmaller pieces. The Tail of this
Creature ferves for a hacking Block, be-
ing fo very nervous and ftrong, that it
exceeds any Wood whatfoever for this
ufe. Being thus cut into fmall pieces,thofe
who have their Settlements at Spitsbergen
extra&t the Qil immediately by boiling
it athoar, which being put into Barrels, is
thus tranfported to the refpetive places
to which the Ships belong. But thofe
who want this conveniency, and go only
abroad to catch the Whales in the open
Sea, are fain to put up thofe piecesin
Barrels, which they carry home, and boil
them after the fame manner as they do
at Spitsbergen 5 but this is of lefs value
than the other, as having a very dif-
agreeable{cent, EachFifhis computed to
afford from 6o to 100 Barrels of Oil, at
three or four Pounds Sterling the Barrel,
according as the Market goes. There are
three Harpuneers to each Ship, every one
of whom has 10/J. for every Whale that
is kil’d ; and fometimes one Ship catches

it half a League diftance, the found be- ten Whales in a Voyage.
ing no lefs than if a great Cannon was
FINTIS.
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