No. 6

Issued by the Department of Temperance and Moral Reform of the
Methodist Church.

Methodism and Sociology

The General Conference of 1910 unanimously adopted the following Report of
the Committee on Sociological Questions :

Introductory

Committee on Sociological Questions begs leave to submit the
following statement in the hope that in some degree the mind of Christ has

een expressed on these perplexing problems. We note with pleasure the
zeay grent v Brkies (e OB andb collsgo Ja.onraws bouiatey sod

abroad have made of the report on sociological questions adopted b
last ngml Gontbrance, lon thossmad copies BAYIRg bosn caned, f0r and
distributed. We desire to reaflrm in substance that statement of the

Dosition oceuplea by our Chureh on these auestion

Universal Principles

We belleve the Master intended that in industrial, commercial and
political affairs, in laws and social regulations, and in the spirit of all
qur dealings with cach other, tle principles of the Golden Rule and the
Sermon on the Mount should govern: only through these can we be led
out of our semibarbaric commercialism, and only by means of these
can we lay firm and strong the foundations of the Kingdom of God
upon earth.

Community vs. Individuality

wish again to emphasize the fact that these high and lofty
prlnctp}el, which many regard as lmpossible of application, are founded
ecessary and fundamental relations of men. “Lie not one to
T, for ye are members one of another,
pnmpm but this copartnership of men in a community is the basis
many other dutics aleo. 1t the ndividual amasses wealth 1t 1 the
Somaanlty whin gives him the epportunity: His own eaterprice, Tore
ight and cnergy constitute one factor In the production of this wealth,
nd tho enterpriso and brotheriiness and the predominant honesty of the
communty as cxpressed 1 thel: laws, which suard the individual in
The aeaioecaeat a0 possebsiv 't Mg weaehs cnmum the
b el Ay e o e 1
we recognize 1n the collection of taxes from unwﬂ\mg cltizens and In the
enactment of our graded succession dutics. e of the problems
e AChrati ot mmabip SO AT aiad o\t et LS oo e
o bo given o these factors in making our soclal and commercial
regulat

e must not reduce the rewards of individual effort to a potat
T ek L e 1 e s O
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allow the rewards of individual effort to become so great that the com-
munity suffers in general wellbeing thereby. The altruism of the Gospel

y o forces
of the community will be used for the relnforcement of the power and
the enrichment of the life of all the Individuals composing it

No Privileged Class
irther, in common fairness we must admit that all we claim as
our right in the community is, on the average, the risht of all. We have
accepted the benefit of a good home, a public school education, ete. We.

and by legal enactments, that these benefits are not denied to any. Thus
we love our neighbor as ourselves.

‘Weakness of our Social Order

‘e acknowledge with regret that the present social order is far

from belng wn idsal expression of Christisn brotherbood, We deplore
the great evils which have their source in greed of our
times, Which often leads men to oppress tM “unfortunate and to forget

faeir abllgations to the higher interests of soclty.
o caplors £ho 1ack of sytiputlty which (o0 & equentls exists botween

il it o Tilceg et i g teadin

il i ttous soudilpn Bosipaie Sa ot stes onterhil

vy and distrust on the other. While we admit

the right of both labor and capital o guard their interests by combination,

e condemn e disrogard of tho rights of the public and the individual,

hic) n shown now by combinations of capital and mow by
S binktianato A

Lemieux Act Commended
jolce in the work which has already been done in our own

‘eer
T e aitne 2o Bl i S Tt
Act, both parties ablde by the decision.

Inequality of Economic Conditions
hile we admit that with the abounding and increasing wealth of

o larg
o e otk s i, BHen SILLS APt tait oapimtc mooial
224 political dangers.
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The Church Proclaims for Human Brotherhood

e presence of these and other evils the Church of Christ cannot
ot e Dt SR SO S feenet

of & special department to aid in finding some solution of those probloms
50 as to do something to prevent the growth in our new land of those
ngust soclal conditions which form 50 fEgrettable & feature in some older
communities, There are many signs indicaiing - that we are passing

ough a transition time in our economic history. Our very standards
a8 o what 18 Fight aad wrong. in E6o i anging.
Never was there a time when the duty of the Church to proclaim the
high demands of human brotherhood Was so imperative as now.

Sentiment ing Ci

We rejoice in the hopeful and reassuring features of the situation,
such as the kindlier spirit of our times, the growth of humanitarianism
sentiment, the development of a moré sensitive conscience on
questions both inside and outside the organized Church, ek owing
sense among the wealthy classes that they owe somethi
partner in all business enterprises—the public, whose muititied ettty
predominant honesty, and law-upholding habit make the
holding of wealth possible. A millionaire is one who has reaped &
harvest from a million lives. The man of culture and education is one
for bou 5are beenigenédiont dffiohast wintaane ofithe ot
I8 well, therefore, that In proportion, as men
e o s
Ratural obligation to.the less Tortunate, (o whom iadecd, i (he. naturs
of things, they are debtors. Only when the sentiment of Christlan

e
es of the community. “Love is the fulillment of the law.

Evidences of Improvement in Social Order
We rejoice in the way the sense of this obligation Is begioning to

show itself, in many gifts, great and small, titutions whose work
Shrriies the hole SoBENNAID: A Dablic hosDitaL 1o Svars aars seForn
Our public sehiool system Is an. attempt to equalize opportunity for s
A university is a ladder With its foot at the door of ublic school,
hich even the poor man’s son ma to the highest positions
for which his powers fit “We that are strong ought to bear the
infirmities of the ot to please ourselves” We, therefore,
end those who, for the good of all, Invest their wealth in the
higher things of ci n, as performing acts of social justice, but
m

tween hunger and dishonor, and e factory young children are
b Dl e ot (gl G
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to aid in driving these things from the holy places of our civilization,
and to urge lis members, who in corporate bodies and otherwise are
served by labor, to keep themselves clear of guilt in these economic
relations.

Conservators of Wealth
o scheme of social reorganiaation, However wall calculated to

e
e B of our times, © effective unless the motives of
Christ are made the motives of me, as selfishness Is the reat soares

atural

we regard With great satisfaction the growing prospects of unio

‘men add to the value of all kinds of property. They are the conservatora
of wealth, the salt of the earth, and the hope of the world.
The Sacrifice of Men and Women

mon ground with other social reformers In
e e e A Tl e

product of any country s ifs young manhood and womanhood. Anything
Gy i ettt cmm I pliystcal, intellectual and
‘moral development is a source of greatest 1oss

‘War and Intemperance
where should mannood be sacrificed to demands of Industry.

poverishment—war and intemperance. On an immense scale they destroy

Bie fincst assets of clvllization, and make for the Impovorisment of

the world. War, though making a constant drain on the resources of

the people, does its most fatal work only now and then, but intemperance
havoe unceasingly with the finest things n a nation's life.

The Unearned Increment in Land Values

ce has considered the memorlals on the Land question
abmitied to 1t 'Belleving that “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness
Thercof” and that under the providence of God the State s the trustee
whose duty it s to enact the conditions under which these Divine gifts
should be used for the benefit of all, we, therefore, condemn the handing
over of large tracts of land fo Individuals and corporations without

organizing thelr finance on the basis of a tax on land
shall have opportunlty to determine, experimontally, how far Tl method
may prove to be a panacea for economic i
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The Sanctity of the Ballot

We deprecate the violation of the sanctity of the ballot as a grievous
wrong to all classes. The poor man who sells his vote gives undu
influence to the power of money in the State and thus endangers the
Inkecca! ot own clsse TSR agfBta) ot politicat)party v Sem A
the poor man to barter the great right of free citizenship not only degrade
Rl but practically dlseafsanchioc the. WRCOPUDE Voter by Tobying Bim
of his due influence in the government of the country. The political

parties which win victories by means of the corrupt use of momey or

moral standard it presupposes makes some of the finest things our
nation might otherwise achieve in government for the people impossible.

The Health of the People

We in all efforts to reduce the waste of life in unhealthy
4 dangerous occupations and o prevent the building of insanitary
Homes for the poor. We comimend fo our local Churches the work of
spreading a knowledge of preventive medicine among our that
R w1 raath of 10t thrateh such Drevantibie discases s tubercalont,
typhold and children’s summer diseases may be prevent

Non-admittance to the Unwonhy Immigrant
‘We deprecate the opening of the gates of our country to the criminal,
the disessed and thoso burdcned with ntortants harodltacy tMIAE 28
it Canada may serve the world well in days to come, it is
ecottars to_guasd well the Mood of our Deople, espocially a8 any stran
omce tntroduced becomes & permanent factor in our racial future.

The Sabbath Rest Secured
o cstion 1810 aptoctn ot mnort madtal o chisia st it

secure for all our population a weekly Telease from the qull grind of

o nd ppoFtuRIEY aoition o 1 i molafecoet 6l EntasEEilt

competition the influence of this day of rest in conserving the physical
4 moral enerey of "our. people mus: result in distinct. advan

the nation. We commend the suggestion of an eight-hour day of labor

Siost desirable goal to be resched as soon as sconomic conditions

Wil permit it. Where the ten-hour day is i regard the mid-
Kk half holiday as a valuable adjunct to the Sabbath, which we

well afford on t the greatly increased and economy in.

production. We commend to the sympathetic interest of the Church
the efforts being made by organized labor to right what they regard
&8 economic Wromgs.

Sociology and Civics in Colleges

Committee regard it as most encouraging that our students
ia. divinity, feeling that thes need more flctive training and ingtruc
tlon  prisent Qa3 probleu, ace ssking it grester lmporisace be

T Ll s o' Sudibiogy and CHiMS k.
& course be provided In applied Christianity. *The need for
socal” evangeliam is 50 peremplory that vy possible help to under-
ttand present dsy provlems should be given, not only in our colleges
Dot 2100 fo a1l the youns people of our Chu
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Social Evangelism Literature

is highly satisfactory that the Department of Temperance and
PTEGT g il Eiving increasiug ttention to Tteratars
A Y e | (1 many ol A
people are engay s work of sl evangelism and in evers
Eo o Sppiies Cheistianity which 1o open- o Thels otor

Our Own Rather than Foreign Tongues
Your Committee deem it desirable for the unification of our people
that, in the schools of this Dominon, children of every race should
be_instructed in one or both of the oficial languages of this country
rather than in foreign tongues.

Enfranchisement of Foreigners

is Committee recommends that persons coming into Canada from
coreige o Shai ot e’ siatudlized, Ukl ey Rave  bsecireaidmt
In the country tor o period of fve vears, in order that more time may
Ebusiusogiad To Ja; deeirabialil rues (oploithuthats carreathisbisant
should not take place without some test being applied as to the education
and. intelligence of the persoms seeking that power.

‘The Uplift of the Criminal
Your Committee 1s pleased to note the improvements In some of

.y all, as far as possible,
and ook to the earliest reclamation of the criminal and to his trans-
formation into a useful and respected citizen.

Giving Practical Effect to the Report
recommend that all the matters in this report be handed to
the Department of Temperance, Prohibition and Moral Reform, that
they may give as much practical effect as possible to the recommendations
and principles embodied thereln.
W. W. Axprews, Chairman.
A E. ‘Swrm, Secretary.

For this Leaflet address the General Secretary,
Rev. T. Aupeer Moons, D.D, 329 Confederation Life Bullding,
Tor nt.

45 conts per hundred, postpaid.
6



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

