
Methodism and Sociology 
Tbo Genera.I Co:u.fero11eeof J9JO unaniwou,lf adopted thefo\lowina- Rei>Qr\ ol 

theCowlllitt.,.,ouSoc1ol011icalQucs\ions : 

Introductory 

The Committee on Sociological Ques,!on~ begs Iea,·e. to aubmlt the 
followlngstatemeot1nthobope t hatin,runede;;reethemlnd otChri.t lla• 
been ex{Jl'es&ed on thea<> pe:rplex!llK problem•. We note with ple118ure the 
,·ery gre..iuse ..-blch thoChurch and th e college In our o wn couatryand 
abroad bavo made of t ho repor t on eoclologlea\ queAtlona adopted by \he 
lutO..ncral Oonference, ten thoueand c-0pleohavlngbeencalledlor ud 
dlstdbutcd. We ae.1ce to reaffirm !n subatanee that a1a1ement of the 
p,:,,,!tlo,ioeeupledbyourChurchontheeequeet!ou. 

Universal Principles 
We believe Ille M,..ler Intended that In indn1trlal, commerdal n d 

1>0Utlea!atralr1, ln !1<w1 and ooc!al regulations, a nd ln the a plr!to!all 
ourdullng•wltb each other, \bcpr!nc!plcs o!theGoldcn Rnleaad tbt 
Sermon 011 tbe Mount ahould goveru: only through th._e caa we be led 
out of our .eml·be.rHr!e commorc!al!am, and only by mean• of tbeoe 
can .,.e lay llrm and atron g the foundat!ona ol the J<legdom or God 
nponearlh. 

Community vs. Individuality 

We wl• h ng&ln to emphaolre the !&et that lh<.e J>lirb and lofty 
principle, , whleh many regardM !lnpo,,•tble<>f applicatlon, aN founded 
U)l(ln lhenece,;&ary and fundamental relation• 01 men. '"l.lo not one to 
another. for ye ~re me,oben one of another."' all wfll admit to be a .OllUd 
pr\nclplo. bu1 thle eo.pa.rtnenb!p of men in a rommunlly b, the bu 1• 
ol many othor d"tica al,o. If the hul!v!du"l amn&«I wealth !t 11 the 
rommunlty wMcb i;ivco him t he OppQrtuo!ty. 11!1 own eR'-"rprl•e. to,.,. 
1lgbt and energy conotitut~ <>no factor !n the prodnctlon ot tJilo wealth, 
and the enterprb,e end brotberlinc11 ~nd tho predominant bODHIY or t he 
community u e:rpr<)$5(ld !n thofr l,.w, , wMcb gnard tbe 1•d!vldual 1n 
tbeatQu1romeotaod P0<51e11!onotb!1wea1th.coumn1etbeotberractor, 
Tb& commuo1t>" 1, , tbero!ore, part o,.·ncr In Mo wealth. 1 tact which 
we rewgntu to the coll~Uon of taxee from unwilling c1t1u n, and Lo tbe 
enactrnent<>tourgraded•n=oe!onduttc,. Jt11one oftbe problem1 
of Chrl1\1ui cl\lzenlblp to dc~rm!ne how much relall~e 1mpnrt&nce 
11 to be gl~en to tb..e lactor1 !n making our social and coooroerc!l l 
n1ulat1<>01 

We mu,t n<>t reduce the rewnrdl <>l 1nd!vldual elrort l<> a paint 
wblcb would mNo the dn tructlon of lncent1ve to effort, nor mn• t we 
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allow the r eward• of 1ndi,·ldusl eltort to become ,o great that the com· 
munUy ,ull'.~r• 1n &<Jncral wcll·b<Jlng tbeNhY, The nltru!om or the Goope\ 
I• developln, a claq of men wbo nod a pe,..onal reword 11t tbe good 
or tbc community which has noud~bed tbem. Wo have acwm11IU1hed 
IO<Uc lorm1 or toc1allet1c org~u!zatlo!lll. w.hkh havn cnrlchod tb.e lt!e 
or \ho commun11r and hve lnerea""d lb~ power And tbe range o! ht· 
ducneeoftho1nd1vldua.l a11dhavo gre11tlr cnhnn<:lld!herewardaof 
p,,r tonal dl'ort. Therefore, 111 the 0011trovero!c1 l>ctw~ n tndlvldual1101 
a nd the muir lorm, or a<>efal!11m. we 111ay. aM" t:hu~b, dK lare ID ta,·or 
or any lorm or communal organl•atlou ,..hlcli. wh!le It enr lchH the 
llfc ol the eommunltr, will alto 111<:reaoe the fowctlont and dev~lopn,ont 
ofth<,lndlvldual.-tbe org11ni.11t1ono!tru1t•lorthebenefftol l.llOM 
who ent.,.,. thorn, leading Ute way to the final tr 1U1t !n which the row,s 
Of the commnn1tl' w ill be nsed !or the reln!orccm<nt of tho wwer a nd 
tho enrichment or the l!fe o! all the i11divldual~ comw•lng lt. 

No Privileged Class 
Purtber. ln eonimou fa.lruess we mu,.l admit th~t all we cla!rn ao 

our right In the C<)fflDJnnlt)· !•. on the an,·a.ge, \he right of all- We bavo 
accepted !be bene~t of a good home, a. puhl!e school cdueatlon, etc. Wo 
1hould -toll.aabr:u,weca..n by (;hriatia11effort.byc,,onomtcrerorm 
and by legal eruictmenta, that l heee benefit• u e not denied to any. Thuo 
wolove ournolgbbora,ouroelve, 

Weaknessol ourSocial Order 

\\'9 ac~nowl~.o;e w!t.b r~grct t.h~t th9 pres9nt toc1al order 1, far 
from t>etog an Ideal exprcu!Qn o! Cbr!sttan brotherhood. We deplore 
the great evlte wbteh ha\"e tho!r aource tn the commorclal groed or our 
tlmee, which otloo ltttdl mt n to oppnee the unlor\unue and 10 torget 
tbe1r obllgatlontlo !h higher !ntcruta ot society 

We deplore the \ackot•ympathywh!~h too t reQuentlyex1,11betw~n 
our more w~altby and our l~M prlv!leged ln11vldua'& tn 1ootetr. lead!nit 
to that m01t da11gerou1 oond!t lon or tnd!tterone,e and somcUmce oonttmpt 
on tbe one band and envy and distrust on the other. While we adm!t 
tberlghtof bolh\aborandcap1t.a]toguard their lntercsta by combloatlon. 
wo condemn the dlsregard ol \tie rl~hts ot t ~e pobl\e and tho 1odh1dual. 
; 0i;:,~~n~l!!n:":f i::;;;;n now by <X>mh1natlona ol caplla! and now b:r 

Lemieux Act Commended 
We re1o1ea 1n the work which has already l>e~n done In our own 

countryandeJ,rwheretoguardtheluterestsottbepub\1cwbentbe 
druggie• concern the nece,sar!"" or me. YQur C"omm111ee I• 1nd!nM 
lo !Hor a l•w wb!cb would require that . when a d1s1ml'l hat< been 
referred to a !Jnard or Commteolouer• for adjud1<at1on under the Lemieux 
Act, bothl)aM1u a b\de b)· the decision 

lnequalityo!EconomicCon dition5 
Whllo we admtt rhat wt\h the ~bnunding and Jucreaelng wealth o! 

our country It 1t l)OHlble ror the rkb to !ITOw richer •lthont tb.e l)O()r 
becomtn,r po0ret, we dcrloro thm,., ext,U,.s economic co11dlt!on1 "'blob 
tead 10 a=ntuate the lnc~n~llt)" ol QJl!)Ortuotty open to the .. orlou, 
c!~Hee of tbe «immunity, nnd to ~e,u,lt, through art!ftclal and uoratr 
condl\lons. the maesln,r of tbe lnr;er 1,rop0rt!on ol the wealth of lh~ 
countrr In tbe band, or tht lcw, w!tb oil the atteodant ecoaoni!e. ooclal 
1odp0!1\1calda nrero 



The Churc:h Prodalms for Human Brotherhood 
lnthepreoenceo!the"'a!ldothereviletheChurcho!Chri•tcanaot 

•tand lna.ct1ve and o!lent. Wo regard a., our brotbert1-in-arI111 all who 
inorgan\sedformorother"'locareatrugglingforjuotioolor then,aelve1 
and for othen. We truly expre•• our sympathy with all thoso who 
1uffer !rom un.Ju•t econollllc cond!llon• by making most • inccre eflorta 
to find practical oolut!ons of the laoietcnt problemo of our industrial 
life. We N'gard man'• cau"" a• God'• cause alway• and enrywhcre, 
and there!ore we have ad ourBelves ao a Church by the organization 
<>f a apectal department lo aid ln 1\ndh,g oome solution of tb<>w problem1 
10 a• w do oomethlnl!" to prevent the growth Jn our new land of thOIIO 
unjUll\ooclal oondlt!onawhich !ormoorogre\tablcafeatureln110moolder 
eomtnun!Lle•. 'fhere are many oign• lnd!eat!ng·that we are Jl"-"Sinl!" 
through a tran•IHon time in our economle hhtory. Our very 1ta.ndard1 
ao to ,..hat!• right and wrong In econom ic conditlono are changing 
Never wao there a time when the duty ol tho Church to proclaim the 
h!gh dema11doofhurnan brothcrhood w U!IO 1mperativo u now. 

Brotherhood Sentiment Permeat ing Civilization 
Werejol~ Jn the hopeful and reaosuring lcatureo of the 1ltuatlon, 

,ouch astho klndller opirlt of our time•, the growth ot burnanltarlan\om 
sentiment, the dcvel<>Jiment o! a more oen•1 ·ve eonoclence on •ocl&l 
QueoUonsboth lneidc and outo!dc the organ ized Church, and the growln1 
1enoe among tho wealthy dasses that they owe something to the gre,,,t 
partner 1n all buslneo• cnterorf11<..-the oublie, whose mul\1pl!ed aettvlt:r, 
predominant honcoty, and law-upholdlni habit wake the winning and 

::~~!f r~~mw:"!~nion--:r~~~- ~'h:~~e:·~:0eu\~u~:ean';;h!.i:c!1uo':"f."! .. : 
for whom ha,·e been prOlloed out the rleheat vlntage o o! the world. It 
11 well, there!ore, that lo prol)Ort!on as men reap, by Inheritance or 
otherwble, the1e r!ch rewards or e1vlllzatlon, they should !eel their 
natural obligation to the less !ortunate, to whom Indeed, 1n the nature 
of thillb ... they are ·debtors. Only when the , ent1ment of Cbr1•Uan 
brotherhood permeatea our whole clvll!zatlon and reduces Itself to law 
and practice, ean ~•• expect tbat oubstantla! Jn•tlce w11l be done to all 
ela"""" of tUe Mmmunlty. "Love 1o the lullll!ment or the law" 

Evidences of Improvement in Social Order 
Wo rejoice In the way the ••n•eor t.hla obl1gatlon lo beginning to 

1how itself, !11 many g \rtl! , great and ,mal l, to inatitutlon1 ·,.-hose work 
enr1ah"" the whole community. A publ!e hoopitul Is every man'• refuge 
Our publlc oehool•yotem !s an attempt to equallzeopportun1ty!or all. 
A university!• a ladder with !11 foot at the ~oor of the puhl!c •chool, 
up wtilch even the (>O()r man's oon may ellmb to the Mghest l)OSltlou 
for wblch M• !)Owen 11\ him. "We that aro strong ought to bear the 
ln.llrm1t1"" of the weak, and not to p!caoe ouroolvea." We, there!ore, 
commend those who, !or the good ol a!l, lnve,ot their wealth In the 
higher th)ug,, o! dvllltat1on, ao performing aet• of Boclal Ju•tlce, but 
•uch g11ts, however mun!11eeot, do not rnake a~nement or repara\1on 
ror wron!{ll perpetrate,! In the ln1qu ltou• "cqul,it!on ol wealth. The 
blood of the oppre•""d to!ler w1Jl con\1nue to cry to Reann !or Ju•t1ce, 
not ... JtLotand!ng the blgh plaudits w1th .,.hlch the•• glrtl! are greeted. 
When the )!v!ng wage !snot made the firot factor lo determining the 
prl<,eofmanuracturedartlclea,and 1n the•weatohop tbe•caleo!waKe& 
ls •o low t~at our maiden• have oet before them tbe awful choice be, 
twC<!n hunger and dlohouor, and ln the factory young cMldren are 
• tunted lo mind and body by exce .. lve labor, it ls time for the Church 
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to aid In dr!vlng the"" tblngs from the holy p!aeeo of our civHbatlon, 
and to urge lt• members, who !n corporate bodie.o and otherwioo at• 
:r;t1~n~.y tabor, to keep themseJyeg clear ol guilt Jn thell<l economic 

Conservntorsol W ealth 
Ao no oeheme o! social reorganization, bowe,·er well calcu!a tef to 

remedy the evil or our times, can prove etreet!Ye unlao the motive,, of 
Christ aco made the moUn• or men, a• •elllohne .. lo the great aourco 
O! economic wroni., a~ all commercial va.Juea depend upon the natural 
tru1t begotten o! honesty and fair deal1ng, and u immorality tend1 to 
un dermine the whole commerelal labr lc, we rejoice ln the growth or 
t hOlle Influence• w.hl<h work to brlnl( men under the oway of Chri.t'• 
!doalo of rectitude and brotherbood. For patrlo\1c and economk re,..,;,n• 
we regard w!th great nl'ls!acUon the growing oro1pect1 of uulon amona 

~:r:V!.'::::t~~.;~;::et .<;;~r~a;:,t.t~rd t;i,.::-~~tl~le e/!;1i:i:.:h~"n~:: 
con1erve the wealth and enrich the ure o! our populatlou. The com­
merc!a\ rogue !1 tbe un1voroalenemy; tile carelea• andun!althflll work· 
man a• well ao the Idle capitalist lo a tax upon all; hone1t, God-f, ar!nt; 
meuaddtothevalueo!alll<lndso!vroperty. Tbeyarethecou1erva.tON1 
of wealth, the oalt o! tbe earth, and the hope or the world. 

The Sacrifice of Men and Women 
We occupy common ground with other • <>cfal reformers In our 

oppoolt!on to a!l form• or economic wnsle. The moat costly and !nvaluab\e 
producto!anycountryl , lts youngm,.nhood and womanhood . ,'DJ'tblq 
which tend• to lnJnro the develop!ng dt!zen !n phY,,kal, Intelleotnal alld 
moral dew!opmnnt l• a 1oureo of greatcot lou to all 

W ar and Intemperance 
~·owhere • h<>uld ru~nhood l,e sacrlllce,I to dem~nd• of 1ndu1trir, 

We regard \I, therefore, to be the dut~ or the Church ao d the wl , dom 
or tbe worl<lng man to opj)Ooc thoBe coloual for1no of national lln· 
J)Over!ohment- war and lntemi,erance. On an lmmenoe scale they de1tror 
the llneo\ uoeto or clvll!zat!on, and make ror the !mpoverl•hm~nt ol 
the world. War, though making a ~onotant drain on the r.,.ouroet1 of 
the people, do.,. !to mo,t btal work only now and then, but !ntemJ)!)ro.net 
play• havoc nncea• !ngly with the fineot th!np \n a nation'• life. 

The Unearned Increment in Land Values 
Your Comm1ttee hoo c"Onoldered the memorlal1 on the Land quo•tlo• 

•ubm!tted toll. Bellov!ngtbat"Tbeearth lo !be Lord"i and tho tullne"" 
thereo!"andthatundertheprovldenceo!GndtheStatelothetrnat• 
whot e duty It 13 to enact the condlt1ono under wblch theAe Divine gl!t• 
•hould be noed for tho benefit of al l, we. therefore, condemn the handln,o; 
over or large traet• of land to lndl vldua\o and cornont1ono without 
attaclllng condition• whkh would pr<Jvent tbolr being held for ope,onbUTil 

~:;1~::ntf:g1.1!~';.n~:r.i:-·!\ft p~~~.~:\ :~~ ::i0:1v:~:::ti:dco;~:~11:: 

a~:;i p;:i~~fe ~l~~a~~:Mfi~!"t:~:X;~~f~~~. 1:.:;;e:;. l~O~ht.1:~u:...:: 
!n Great Ur!ta\n, the city of Vancouver, and other weotern town., la 

:~:~n~~~: o~~!~u:rt;n~ let,!1n:.a:~;.,~:m~ni!~/~o:~~. ~t\~"!;eti:: 
may prove to be a panacea for econ:mlc 11lo 



The Sanctity of the Ballot 

We depr«a te lhe vlolatlonofth~aanc\ltyo!theballot ua ,rlevou• 
wrons to a ll elaue• . l'ho poor man who -.,n, hi• vote gh·ell undue 
1a lluence to I.be power o! money In the State and thu• eod•n1ell' th• 
llllerett o! hll own clou . The a;euc, or a p0l1Ucal pa.rty wbo tempt 
tbtPOOrm111101>artcrtho;rcatrigbto!frcec1Uteu blpnotonl1 devadt 
him, but practlcally dlll'nfranchl•e the nncorrupt voter by robbing blm 
<II. b!1 due lnlluence tn tho 1<1vernmen t of tbo country. Tbe POlltlcaJ 
parUH whh:h " ' ln vtctorlct bl' me~n of the corrui>t ulM! of moner or 
b7an7forn1ol patt0ugeare u1urpera In Ulattbey grupa1uprema-01 111 
the Si.te wbkh doe. not beloag to them. The undue wetgbt o! money 
u 4 ptronaa;e In l)Ol!tlco hamper, every vea t relorm, and tbe Jo" 
moral atandard tt J>Nt1Upposet1 rnaket1 1ome of the 110 .. t t b\np our 
natlonmLshtotbenrlae aebleve!n governmentror tbepeople lm1>00&lblo. 

T heHcaltholthcPeoplc 
WereJolre lo all etrorta toredu"' the waate or llfe In unhultb7 

and dan1erou...,,np,,.Uons a.d to prevent the building o! 1,,..nltar7 
hOmfffor the ]X)<>r. We «>mmend to our local Churcb .. theworkot 
11Jrudln1: a knowledge of preventive medklne among our people, t hat 
tbe.,.oefu!wute o!Hfothrou1:h•ncbpreventlhlo dloeHe• llJllnb<:reulotl• , 
t7pboldand eblldr,:n'a•mnmcrd!1o"'e1may be prO'ented 

Non-admittance 10 the U nworthy lmmi1rant 

w , <1epree.1.t&tbe ol)ll•lncoftheptc1ofourcountrylotbe crtmln&l, 
tbdla- d •ndtha.e burdoncd'Ol!thunfortunate boredttarytal•L In 
order l b•t Can• d• m,1 aor•e the ,.orld well in d•Y• to come, It 16 
aeee..ar1 togv.ardwelltb~bloodofour l)<)Ople, e.t>e<:l•llY atanrstrala 
o..,., lntrodu«od become. a p~rmancnt !actor tn our r..:tal futnr$. 

The Sabbath Rest Secured 
We rejoice a t the eucceaa ol the ellort made to obt.o.ln r. Jaw to 

Meure for &llonr IXIJ>ulatlon a weekly relcuo from the dnll grtod of 
tolludopp0rtunttytoeaJ01&h!ghorandfre<:rllfo. ln!nternatlonal 
competl~on toe tnftuem"' of thla d~y or reat in com,erv!n1 the pbn!c•l 
and moral enerrr o( our people rnuot reoult ln dlgt!nct advantace to 
the na l\on. We commend t ile uggntfon ol an el![h\.hour day of labor 
u a most de1lr1h!e goal lo 00 reached ae -n ae eeonomle cond!t!ou 
.,.Ill permit JL Where tho ten·hour day lo In tom, we rcgacd the mid· 
wMtbalf ho!!dayaaavaluablo odJuncttotbeS..bhath,.,.blchwe c111 
we!l allord on a""onnt o! the sr,,atly lncre .. ed •peed and eeonomy In 
production. We commend to the • ympatbetlc inter.,.\ of the Chur.,b 
~\.,",,lf.:':!i/!:O~:ade by or;an!z&d labor lo right what tbey rcprd 

Socio\01y a n d Civics in Colleges 

Your Committee reiiard It M mo~t eneonn1lng tbat our etudenll 
tu d!Yln!tr, feellnc tb• t tbeY need moro ctrcollve tratn!ng and tn1u ur,. 
uon Lo pr .. ent de>' proh!eLUI, are uk!ng that 1reator lmp0rt.11,:,e be 
attaclled!nthelrcnrr!cula lotbe1nbJe<:\1ofSoclolou1ndCIYles. and 
tbal , ome couroe be pro,·!ded lo R\>plted Chr!1t!anlty. The ne<!d for 
uclal evangolllm 11 o<> l)<)remotory that every PONlble help to under­
otand preeent d.o.)' l)roblern1 •bould be clven, not onl7 ln our oollegce 
tnt&J90to,!1therou1g people ot

5
ourCburcb. 



Social Evangelism Literature 
lt lo blgbb' uUifaetory that the Depnrtmont o! Temperan~ and 

ldoral Rdorm bu.,:'ven and f& giving 1ncreulng attention to 11teratur1 
oo tbe~ (]v1c quc•tlo111 and that 10 m~ny ot our student, and younc 
llf(lple are en,aglni; in thll work ol aoo!a\ evang~llam and In every 
form of appllod Chr!1lloul\J' which l1 open to their etrort. 

Our Own Rather then Forei&;n Toncues 
Your Committee doom lt d~1lrt.ble for the unllkntlon of our people 

lhel, !n tbo eohool1 (>! tbl1 Dominion, <h!ldreo 01 onrr ra<:o obould 
~ lnolructed Jn one,>r both of !lie offlolal l1111gu11No of lblfl country 
ratbertl>llnlntOr<algntonguca 

Enlranehisement o! Foreigners 
Tb!1 Committee recommcn~• ttiat P<,..On1 oomtng- Into Conada !rom 

foreign lan<U 1ball not be naturalized untn ther have been reo14ent 
!.R the couulry for a period of nve years, lo order that more time m•1 
hectvenfor tbeacqulrementora lrnowledge oftbe !111Utntlon.oand ldu\1 
ol<>ur pe<>ple, Il !o <l.eo!rable In their opinion thten!ra.ocb1aement 
ohOuld nottalreplacew!thout oome te•t be\ngapplled ae to the education 
and lntell!geuce<>I tbepen<>u oe,,k!ng-that power, 

The Upliftolthe Criminal 
Your Comm1tl<l(l 11 plcuod to note the !mpro,emonl1 In 110me of 

our provlneu u to the methocl1 o! dul!nr whb crlm!n&la, and would 
r..:ommend tha t th'-"IO mothodo be onconragod and ntended ; nd ttl· 
peclally that th<1lnd<1term1nateoentance bo appUod In 1bta11 •- IIO 
that our punitive .method, ma y ._11, u lar a• poulb\e, become remedia l 
and look to the e11rl1c1tr«lamat!on of the cr!m!na! and to b11tran• 
tormatlon lntoauaeful aod ce&l)G('(M citizen 

Giving Practical Effect to the Repon 
We recommend that all t he mattero ln \Me revort "6 ho.ndcd to 

the Department of Te mpera.o.ce, Pcob!bltlon and Moul Rofonn, th•t 
tho:r may gho u much prad!ca.l effect as poM!ble to the reoommendatlou1 
andprlnclp!'-"lr.mbodledthereln 

W. W, A"DBr..-R, Clooi,,,...,n, 
A, E, SMITH, 8eer,,f<JTV 

For tbl1 JAaftot ~ddree11 the Oen9ral 80<:retary, 
Rr:r, T. ,\U1£11r Moo~t. D.D., in Con!edetaUon Llre Building, 

Toronto, Ont. 

noentaperbundred, po11pald 
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