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VOYAGE
NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN,

ROUND THE WORLD.

BOOK THE FIFTH,

THIRD VISIT TO THE SANDWICH ISLANDS=—CONCLU-
SION OF THE SURVEY OF THE COAST OF NORTH-
WEST AMERICA

-CHAPTER L

Lmve the Coc_z/i qf New Albzon——drrzfve qf the
Eaft ' Point qf Owh_y/zee———Examme W hyeatea
Bay—Vifited by Tamaakmaaﬁ——Proceed to Ka-
méakooa Bay——-Tran_/ZzéZzom there—Departure
of t[ze ‘Dezdalus for New South Wales.

UR progrefs from the coaft of New Albion,

ftill attended with light variable winds, was

{o flow, that at noon of Sunday the 15th of De- -

cember, the thores were yet in fight, bearing from

N. 17 E. to S. 6g E.; the former, being the

neareft, was diftant feven lcagucs the obferved
latitude was 30° 14/, longxtude 243° 57,

In the afternoon, the wind blew a moderate

Vor. V., B gale
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gale at W. N. W. which brought us by day-light
the next morning, Monday the 16th, within fight
of the ifland of Guadaloupe. This ifland is com-
pofed of high naked rocky mountains ; is about
thirteen miles long, nearly in a north and fouth
dire@ion, with two rocky iflets; one lying W.
S. W. at the diftance of half a league ; the other
lying fouth, two miles from its fouth point,
which is fituated in latitude 28° 54, longitude
241°38”. The wind at N. W. continued to
blow a pleafant gale with fair weather until mid-
night; but at this time it veered round, and
fettled in the north-eaft trade wind. Our dif-
tance was now about 75 leagues from the coaft,
and it is probable the north-weft winds do not
extend far beyond that limit, as the wind that
. fucceeded continued without calms, or other in-
terruptions, between the N. E. and E. N. E.
blowing a fteady, gentle, and pleafant gale.

On Sunday the 22d, in latitude 23° 23, lon-
gitude 234° 37, the variation of the compafs was
7° eaftwardly ; here we had thirty hours calm,
after which we had a gentle breeze from the
N. E.; this, as we proceeded, was attended firft
by cloudy and gloomy weather, and afterwards
with rain, and fudden gufts or flurries of wind.
On Wednefday the 25th, a tropic bird was feen,
and a common gull that appeared to be much
fatigued, and inclined to alight on board.

This
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This very unpleafant weather, fimilar to that
which we had experienced in this neighbourhood
about the conclufion of laft January, ftill conti-
nued ; and on Sunday the 29th, in latitude 19° 1,
longitude 231° 58/, the wind, after veering to
the S. E. became light, and, like the weather,
was very unfettled. We were now paffing the
fpot afligned to los Majos ifles, at the diftance of
a few miles only to the fouthward of our former
track ; but we perceived no one circumiftance
that indicated the vicinity of land.

On Tuefday the 31ft, the wind feemed to be
fixed in the northern quarter, but the atmofphere
was ftill very unplcafantr, and the gloomy wea-
ther was now accompanied by much rain. On
Friday the 3d of January, 1794, in latitude 18°
34/, longitude 213° 32/, a very heavy {fwell rolled
from the N. W. and the wind in that direction
was light, with alternate calms, attended by foggy
or dark hazy weather, until Monday the 6th,
when, in latitude 19° 19/, longitude 208° 48/, we
had a few hours of fair and pleafant weather;
this was again fucceeded by the fame gloomy at-
mofphere that we had experienced during the
greater part of this paflage, and the wind conti-
nued to be very variable between the N. W. and
S.S.W. In the afternoon of the following day,
Tuefday the 7th, the weather was more favors
able, and the wind from the northward fettled in

) B 2 | the
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the N. E.; to this we fpread all our canvafs in
the expectation of feeing the ifland of Owhyhee
at day-light the next morning. The wind how-
ever flackened during the night, and the weather
being dark and gloomy, it was not until about
nine o’clock in the forenoon of Wednefday the
8th, that Mowna-kaah was difcovered fthewing
his hoary head above the clouds, bearing by com-
pafs W. 1 S.; but the haze and mift with which
the diftriét of Aheedo was inveloped, prevented
our difcerning the fhores. The obferved latitude
at noon was 19° 527; at this time the eaft end
of Owhyhee bore by compafs S. 52 W. at the
diftance of ten leagues, by which it appeared that
Arnold’s chronometer, No. 14, had erred 1n lon-
gitude fince our departure from the coaft of New
Albion, 2%7; his No. 176, 217; Kendall’s, 527;
and the dead reckoning, 3° 40”; all being to the
eaftward of the truth. This error has however
been corrected, in affigning the feveral fituations
during this paffage.

We ftood for the land until fun-fet, when,
being within two leagues of the fhore, we em-
ployed the night in preferving our ftation off that
part of the coaft, where we expeéted to find the
harbour or bay of Whyeatea; in queft of which
I difpatched Mr. Whidbey in the cutter the next -
morning, Thurfday the gth, attended by a boat
from the Chatham, and another from the Dz-

dalus,
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dalus, all well armed. The appearance of the
thores did not feem much in favor of our ﬁndiné
a more-eligible fituation here than at Karakakooa,
for accomplithing our feveral purpofes; notwith«
ftanding the reprefentation that had been made
to us of its being very commodious.

The boats had fcarcely departed, when fome
of the natives came off in their canoes, but ow-
ing to a very heavy {well from the northward,
they could bring us but few refre(hments. As foon
as they underftood who we were, 'thcy told us
that Tamaahmaah, with feveral of the principal
chiefs, were then on fhore waiting in expeltation
of our arrival ; and then immediately made the
beft of their way towards the fhore, proclaiming
our return to their country with thouts, appa-
rently of great joy and gladnefs.

About ten in the forenoon we were honored
with the prefence of the king, with his ufual con-
fidence and cheerful difpofition. It was impof-
fible to miftake the happinefs he exprefled on
feeing us again, which feemed to be greatly in-
creafed by his meeting us at this, his moft favorite
part of the ifland; where he hoped we thould
be able to remain fome time, to take the benefits
arifing from its fertility ; which, from the ap-
pearance of the neighbouring fhores, feemed to
promife an abundant fupply of the various re-
frefhments thefe countries are known to produce.

B3 Tamaa/gnaalz
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Tamaakmaak had noticed the boats in their
way to the fhore, and trufted they would return
with a favorable report; which he, as well as
ourfelves, anxioufly waited for until five in the -
evening. Mr. Whidbey now informed me, that
during the prevalence of the foutherly winds, in
the more advanced part of the fpring feafon,
Whyeatea might probably be found a tolerably
fecure and convenient place, as the land formed
a deep bay, which was additionally fheltered by
a reef lying off its fouth-eaft point, with found-
ings from twenty-five to fix fathoms, clear fandy
bottom ; at leaft as far as his examination had
extended. This had not been very minute, as
the bay was intirely expofed to the northerly
winds, which then blew very ftrong ; and beiang
attended with a heavy fea from that quarter, ren-
dered any attempt to land from our boats im-
practicable.  On this report | determined to
proceed to Karakakooa, as that bay was indifpu-
tably at this time the moft fecure and convenient-
port for thipping of any in the Sandwich iflands.

My intention was directly made known to
Tamaakmaak, and 1 requefted that he would give
us the pleafure of his company thither; well
knowing that hisinfluence over the inferior chicfs
and the people would be attended with the moft
defirable confequences, in preferving the harmony

and good undcrﬁanding that already fo happily
. exifted.
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exifted. He did not, however, feem much in-
clined to accept my invitation, or to give me a
pofitive anfwer ; but requefted, that the veflels
might remain fome days in this neighbourhood,
to avail ourfelves of the ample fupply of refrefh-
ments that might be procured here, before we
proceeded to any other part of the ifland; add-
ing, that he would remain with us to fee this
bufinefs properly performed.

I was by no means difpofed to accede to the
withes of the king, nor was I fatisfied with the
arrangement he had propofed.

The veflels having' been driven far to leeward
on the morning of Friday the 10th, and the wind
then blowing firong from the northward, at-
tended with a very heavy fea, I pointed out and
explained to Tamaahmaah the great improbability
of our being able to comply with his defires, and
the neceflity of our proceeding without delay to
fome place of fecure anchorage, for the purpofc
of refitting ; rcncwmg at the famc time, and in
the ftrongeft terms, my folicitations for his com-
pany. I did not fail to enforce how important
his prefence would neceflarily be, not only to us
for whom he had rcpeatcdly ,expreﬂ'cd the grcatcﬂ:
refped and friendthip, but alfo to the welfare of
his own fubjecs, He readily acknowledged the
propriety of ‘my obfervations, and how much he
was inclined to adopt the meafure I had propofed;

' - B4 but
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but he now avowed that he could not accompany
us, as the zaboo appertaining to the feftival of the
new year demanded his continuance for a cerfain
period, within the limits of the diftri& in which
thefe ceremonies had commenced. The time of
interdi@ion was not yet expired, and’it was not
poflible he could abfent himfelf without the par-
ticular fan&ion of the priefts.  To obtain this
indulgence, he confidered his prefence to be in-
difpenfibly neceffary on thore at the moral. Aware
of the fuperior influence poflefled by the prieft-
hood, and of the ftriét adherence of all ranks to
their fuperftitions, I fufpeéted that if Tamaal-
maak went on fhore they would not allow him
to return; for this reafon I recommended, that
one of the chiefs in his fuite thould repair thither,
and make known the king’s pleafure. - But as
this propofal did not feem to meet his ideas, or
to be confonant to his withes, I refolved not to
detain him contrary to his own free will and in-
clination, or by any other means than thofe of -
perfuafion. Yet as I confidered his attendance
to be an object of too much importance to be
readily relinquifhed, I had recourfe to a fort of
‘artifice; that I had reafon to believe would an-
fwer my. purpofe by its operation on his feel-

e .

buted his -declining my invitation ‘to a coolnefs
and a relaxation. in - the friendfhip he had for-

merly
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merly fhewn and pretended to entertain; and 1
ftated, that I had no doubt of foon finding amongft
the other iflands fome chief, whofe affiftance,
protection, and authority, would on all occafions
be readily afforded.
" Tamaahmaah had always been accuftomed to
attend our meals, and breakfaft 1n particular he
was extremely fond of partaking with us; but
under the reproach he had juft received, of a
want of friendfhip, no felicitation could prevail -
on him to accept -of‘any thing at table; he fat
in a filent thoughtful mood, his fenfibility was
probed to the quiék, and his generous heart,
which continued to entertain the warmeft friend-
thip and regard, not only for me but for every
one in our little community, yielded to our
withes ; though at the rifk of incurring the dif=
pleafure of the priefts by an unprecedented breach
of their religious rites. ~ At length he determined
that his half brother Crymamakhoo fhould be fent
to the priefts, to communicate his intentions of
accompanying us. On my faying that this re-
folution made me very happy, and met my hearty
concurrence, he replied, that I had treated him
unkindly in fufpeéting that his fricndfhip was
abated, for that it remained unthaken, as his fu-
ture condu& would demonftrate; but that he
confidered himfelf to be the laft perfon in his
dominions who ought to violate the cftablithed
laws,
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laws, and the regulations of the country which
he governed. .

Our little difference being thus amicably ad-
jufted, he ate a hearty breakfaft; and having
given his brother the neceflary inftruétions for
governing this part of the ifland during his ab-
fence, in which bufinefs they were occupied an
hour, Crymamahoo was difmifled, and dire@ed to
return with all convenient fpeed to communicate
the anfwer of the priefts.

Thoroughly convinced of the purity of Ta-
maahmaalk’s friendly intentions, I had receded
from my former determination with refped to
him, or any other of the chiefs, fleeping on board
the thip. Our party now confifted of feven chiefs,
three of whom were accompanied by their fa-
vorite females; but Tahow-man-noo, the king’s
confort, was not of the number. As fhe had
never failed in her attendance on him, the caufe
of her abfence became a fubje& of 1 inquiry, and
I had the mortification of underf’candlng that a
feparation had taken place, in confequence of its
having been reported that too great an 1nt1macy
had fubfifted between her and Tianna.

I underftood from the king’s attendants, that
the infidelity of the queen was by no means cer-
tain; and as I well knew the reciprocal affe@ion
of this royal pair, and as fhe. was then refiding
with her father at, or in the neighbourhood of,

Karakakooa,
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Karakakooa, I thought it a charitable office to
»make a tender of my endeavours for the purpofe
of bringing about a reconciliation. In reply to
this obtrufion of my fervices, Tamaahmaal ex-
prcﬂcd his thanks; and affured me, that he
fhould be always bappy to receive any advice on
ftate affairs, or any public matters, efpecially
where peace or war might be concerned ; but
that fuch differences as might occur in, or re-
{pe&, his domeftic happinefs, he confidered to be
totally out of my province. This rebuff I filently
fuftained ; cherithing the hope that the period
would arrive when I thould be able to prevail on
him to entertain a different opinion. N
The wind from the northward, attended with
a very heavy fea, reduced us to our clofe-reefed
topfails, and as we ftood in fhore in the afternoon
a very ftrong current evidently prefled us to lee-
ward. The appearance of the weather indicating
no favorable or early change, there was little pro-
bability of our foon feeing Crymamahoo, or any of
the inhabitants of Aheedoo; this induced the
king to call his whole retinue together, both male
and female, in order to take their advice as to
his proceeding, without firft receiving the reli-
gious affent he had difpatched Crymamakoo to
obtain. The refult of their deliberations was, a
unanimous opinion that the priefts would, on a’
' certainty,
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certainty, accede to his wifhes. This had been
undoubtedly the previous fentiment of the king,
or he would not have inftruéted his brother, in
the manner he had done, how to condu& him-

felf during his abfence. o
Although I earneftly withed to-avoid being the
caufe of endangering his popularity, yet I was fo
anxioufly defirous of his company, that I did not
hefitate a moment in giving my hearty concur-
rence to this determination, in order that we
might make the beft of our way to Karakakooa.
Our courfe was now dire&ed round the eaft
point of the ifland, along its fouth-caft fide; we
made a tolerably good progrefs; and as we pafled
the diftri¢t of Opoona, on the morning of Satur-
day the 11th, the weather being very clear and
pleafant, we had a moft excellent view of Mowna
Roa’s fnowy fummit, and the range of lower
hills that extend towards the caft end of Owhy-
hee. From the tops of thefe, about the middie
of the defcending ridge, feveral columns of fioke
were {een to afcend, which Tamaalhmaak and the
reft of our friends faid were occafioned by the
fubterraneous fires that frequently broke out in
violent eruptions, caufing amongft the natives
fuch a multiplicity of fuperftitious notions as to
give rife to a religious order of perfons, who per-
form volcanic rites ; confifting of varicus facri-
fices
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- fices of the different productions of the country,
for the purpofe of appeafing the wrath of the en-
raged demon.

On approaching the fhores of the. diftriét of
Kaoo, we were met by feveral of the inhabitants
bringing in their canoes fome refrefhments and
other produclions of the country. Thofe who
firft approached us feemed to be much furprized,
and many of them were not a little alarmed at
feeing their king on board ; inquiring with great
earneftnefs, whether his being there, and having
broken the 7aboo, was by his own choice, or by
compulfion. On being aflured by all prefent
that Tamaalimaak and the reft of the chiefs were
under no reftraint whatever, but were accompa-
nying us by their own free will, they became
perfectly fatisfied ; and appeared to be equally fo
on underftanding, that it was the king's pleafure,
that the hogs and vegetables they had brought
off thould be delivered on board, without their
recelving any equivalent in return; nor could
we, without giving Tamaalimaah ferious offence,
have infringed this order, which feemed to be
very cheerfully complied with on the part of his
fubjeéts; and, in the courfe of the forenoon, the
veflels procured a fufficient fupply for their pre-
fent confumption. Whether the king accounted
with thefe people afterwards for the value of their

property thus difpofed of, or not, I could not
' rightly
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rightly underftand ; but from the great good hu-
mour with which they complied with the royal
order, and from fome converfation with one of
the king’s.attendants, refpe&ting the value of the
refrethments fo delivered, T had reafon to beheve
that a compenfation would be allowed to them.

Shortly after noon we were oppofite the fouth
point of the ifland; and, as a report had been
circulated that clofe round, on its weftern fide,
good anchorage and excellent fhelter had been
found, (though it had efcaped the notice of Cap-
tain Cook) Mr. Whidbey was difpatched in the
cutter, in order to afcertain the truth of this af-
fertion, which was foon proved to be void of
foundation ; for although a ftrong wefterly gale
prevented Mr. Whidbey from making a very mi-
nute examination, yet he clearly difcovered that
the thores were nearly ftraight, and expofed to a
moft tremendous furf, that broke with fuch fury
as to render landing, if not impofiible, highly
dangerous, even to thofe of the inhabitants who
are moft expert in the management of their ca-
noes.

The wind centinued to blow very ftrong be-
tween W.and N. W. until the morning of Sun-

day the 12th; when it became variable, and al-

lowed us to make but a very flow progrefs towards
Karakakooa. Tumaahmaah being very anxious
that we fhould gain the place of our deftination,

went
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went on fhore for the purpofe of placing lights
to conduct us in the evening to our former an-
_chorage; where, about ten the following night,
we anchored near an American brig, named the
Lady Wathington, commanded by Mr. John
Kendrick. - ,

As we worked into the bay many of the inha-
bitants were affembled on the fhores, who an-
nounced their congratulations by fhouts of joy,
as, on our different tacks, we approached the
thores of the neighbouring villages. At this late
hour many of our former friends, particularly of
the fair fex, loft no time in teftifying the fince-
rity of the public fentiment in our favour. Young
and Davis we had likewife the pleafure of find-
ing in the exercife of thofe judicious principles
they had fo wifely adopted, and which by their
example and advice had fo .uniformly been car-
ried into effeét. The great propriety with which
they had conducted themf{elves, had tended in a
high degree to the comfort and happinefs of thefe
people, to the gratification of their own feclings,
and to a pre-eminence in the good opinion of the
king, that had intitled them to his warmett af-
feGions. The fame fort of efteem and regard,
we underftood, was thewn to them, if not by all,
at leaft by the well-difpofed inhabitants of the
ifland.

The Difcovery was fecured nearly in her former

! ftation
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fration on the following morning ; and the Chat-
ham and Dedalus were difpofed of in the moft
convenient manner for carrying into execution
the refpe@ive fervices that each had to perform.

Mr. Kendrick had been here about fix wecks,
and it was with infinite pleafure we underftood
that during that time he had not only been libe-
rally fupplied by the inhabitants of the ifland
with 1ts feveral produftions, but that the fame
orderly and civil behaviour had been obferved
towards him which we had experienced on our
former vifit; and which we had every reafon to
“expedt would be continued, from the aflurances
we received from the chiefs, and from the accla-
mations of the people, which had refounded from
all quarters on our arrival.

Tamaakmaah underftanding that it would be
neceflary that we fhould land parts of the cargoes
of all the veflels, appointed proper places for their
reception; and knowing we had no more men
than we could conftantly employ for the {peedy
accomplithment of this bufinefs, he undertook
to be an{fwerable for the fafety and fecurity of
every thing we might have occafion to put on
fhore, without our having any guard there for
its proteion. He alfo gave orders that his
people fhould fill our water cafks; and as he
confidered that bartering with the feveral chiefs,
and other individuals, for the valuable refrefh~

- ments
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ments of the country, would not only be trouble-
{fome and unpleafant, but might give rife to dif-
putes and mifunderftandings between the parties;
he defired we would daily, or as often as thould
{uit our convenience, make our demands known
to him, and he would take care that the three
veflels were duly fupplied with every neceﬁhry
refrethment.

This confiderate and very friendly arrangement
I‘rwas happy to concur in, and at day-light on
Wednefday morning the 15th, three large canoes,
laden with forty very fine hogs, and thirty fmall
ones, with a proportionate quantity of vegetables,
were, by the dire@ions of the king, diftributed
amongft our three veflels.

On this occafion it was impoflible to avoid
making a comparifon between our reception and
treatment here, by thefe untaught children of
nature, and the ceremonious conditional offers
of accommodation we experienced at St. Fran-
cifco and Monterrey, from the educated civilized
governor of New Albion and California.

After the large canoes had delivered their ac-
ceptable cargoes, they received and took to the
fhore the live cattle, which I had been more fuc-
cefsful in bringing from New Albion than on the
former occafion. Thefe confifted of a young
bull nearly full grown, two fine cows, and two
very fine bull calves, all in high condition; as

VoLr. V, C likewife
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likewife five rams, and five ewe fheep. Two of
each of thefe, with moft of the black cattle, were
given to the king; and as thofe 1 had brought
faft year had thrived exceedingly Well ; the theep
having bred, and one of the cows baving brought
forth a cow calf; I had little doubt, by this {e=
¢ond importation, of having at length cffeéted
the very defirable obje¢t of eftablifhing in this
tfland a breed of thofe valuable animals.

I learned from Twmaalimaak that he had iflued
the firiteft orders fo to regulate the conduét and
behaviour of his people towards us, as he trufted
would be the means of infuring a continuance of
the harmony that had fo happily fubfifted on our
former vifits to his dominions; and he added,
that he had many enemies, even amongft the
chiefs of Owhyhee, who were not unlikely to ufe
their endeavours for the purpofe of fruftrating his
good 1ntentions, and that it was very important
that the defigns of {uch ill-difpofed perfons thould
be watchfully guarded againft. I thanked 7a-
maahmaak for his vigilant attention to pfeferve
our tranquillity and comfort, and informed him,
that I had alfo iflued orders and dire&ions fimi-
lar to thofe given on my former vifit. Thefe
having the fame tendency, and operating to the
fame end, with thofe enjoined by himfelf, would,
I hoped, be effe@ual in affording us the recrea-
tion and enjoyment of the country, and in fe-

curing
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curing to us a continuation of the then fubfifting
friendly intercourfe. ‘

Theéfe neceflary precautions being taken on
both fides, we immediately began upon the va-
rious fervices that demanded our attention. Thofe
appeirtéi'ning to the reception of the provifions
and- {Pores from the Dwdalus, weré the ptimary
objedts: -of - our confideration ; ; and by the orderly
and docile behavictr of all claffes of the inhabis
tants, this bufinefs was carried .into executiotﬁ
with a dep‘ree of faahty and confidénce in out
pcrfe& fecurlty, equal to the accommodation that
could poffibly have been obfamed in any port of

Europe.

~ There were not at this time many of thepﬁﬁ'&
ci‘p‘él chiefs in our neighbourhood. - Our former
friend Kahoiomotoo -‘pari!d us an eérly vifit, with'a
prefent of twcrity large hogs, and a proportionable
quantit”y"'( of vegetables. He was not, howevet,
10 his ufually cheerful good fpirits, but was much
depreffed, 1n confequence of a violent indifpofi
tion under which his favourite fon W hokaa la-
boured from a wound he had received in the ex-+
ercife of throwing the {pear with a man of mean
rank. " After a long contention for fupe'riofity,
their play, it feemed, terminated in earneﬁ and
the young chief received his adverfary’s fpear,
which was barbed, in the throat. Much diffi-
culty had attended its being taken out, which

Ce ~ had
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had occafioned a wound that had baffled all, their
art to cure, and had reduced him to the 1aﬁ {tage
of his exiftence. His antagonift was foon feized,
and the next day his eyes were pulled out, and,
after remaining in that deplorable ftate two.days,
he was eiecu;cdz by being ftrangled with a rope.
. As‘fome of the gentlemen intended to accom-
pany Mr Menzics on an excurfion into the inte-
rior part of the country, they were, agreeably ta’
our plan of regulations, on Thurfday the 16th,
attended by a chief of the village of Kakpoa with
feveral of the king’s people, who had direétions
to fupply all.their -wants, and to afford. them
every afliftance and fervice that they might re-
quire. |

of all our -employments had fo facilitated the
equipment of the veflels, that, by the following
Tuefday, the 211t, the bufinefs in the Difcovery’s
hold.was in that ftate of forwardnefs as toﬂ.pe_rmi_t
our attending to other objeéts. The aftronomical
department claimed my firft thoughts; and being
of fuch material. importance, I Wwas . anxjous to
lofe no time in {ending the ténts, Q‘D"fCVerZ'JV.tOI‘y,
and inﬂrumcnt_s on fhore, now that a party could
be afforded for their prote&ion. On this occa-
ﬁonl was furprized to find the king make fome
objections to their being ereted in their former
fitvation, near the morai, giving us as a reafon, that

‘he
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he could not fan&ion our'fﬁhabiting the tabooed
lands, without previoufly obtaining the permiffion
of an old woman, who, we L.nderﬂand was the
‘daughter of the vencrable Kaoo, and wife to the
treacherous Koak. ¥ Being totally unacquainted
_before that the women ever poflefled the leaft
authority over their confecrated places, or’ reli-
gious ceremonies, this circumitance much fur-
prized me, efpecially as theAki‘ng feemed to be
apprehenfive of receiving a refufal frdm this old
lady; and which, after waiting on fhore for fome
time, proved to be the cafe. Tamaahmaak ob-
;crvmq my dxfappomtment, intreated me to fix
upon fome other part of the bay; but as it was
cafily. made obvious to his undcrf’candmg that no
other fpot would be equally c_oﬁvcnieht, he inﬁ:dnf— ’
ly afflembled fome of the principal priefts in the
moral, and after having a ferious conference with
them, he acquainted me, that we were at liberty
to occupy the confecrated ground as formerly,
which we accordingly took poffeffion of the next
morning, Wednefday the 22d. »

Mr. Whidbey, who had charge of the encamp-
ment, attended it on fhore under a guard of fix
marines ; thefe were fent, however, more for the
fake of form than for ncceflity ; as Tamaahmaah
had appointed.one of his half brothers Trywhookee,.

* Vide Captain King’s account of Cook’s death.
C3 a chief
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a chief of fome confequence, together with fe-
veral of the priefts, to protect, and render the
party on fhore every fervice their fituation might
demand. To this {pot, as on our former vifit,
none were admxtted but thofe of the fociety of
prlcﬂs, the principal chiefs, and {ome few of their
male attendants, no vvomen, on any pretence
Whatcver, being ever admitted within the facred
limits of the morai.

- The ypfortunate {on of Kahowimotoo had been
brought by his father from one of his principal
places of refidence, about fix miles north of the
bay where the unfortunate accident happened,
to the village of Kowrows, in order to benefit by
ﬁ;ch medical or other affiftance as we might be
ablc tq afford, -but without effeét; for in the af-
ternoon he breathed his laft. :

" The perhodlcal taboo, that ought to have com-
menced the following evening, Thurfday the

234, was, on this occafion, fufpended, to mani-
fc{’c that thcy were offended with their deity for -
the death of this young chief’; whofe lofs feemed
to be greatly deplored by all the family, but moft
par’sxcu arly fa by Kahowmotoo; of whom I took
g proper opportumty of inquiring when the corpfe
‘_WO\lld be interred, and if there would be any ob-
Jjection to my attending the funeral folemnities.
"To this he made anfwer, that the burial would

take
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take place the following day, and that he would
come on board at any convenient hour, and ac-
company me on fhore for that purpofe.

I remained pertely fatisfied with the promife
made by Kadowmotoo; and was the next morn-
ing, Friday the 24th, greatly difappointed on his
wforming me, that Kavaheero, the chief of the
village at which his fon had died, had, in the
courfe of the night, unknown to him or any of
his family, caufed the body of the young chief to
be interred in one of the fepulchral holes of the
fteep hill, forming the north fide of the bay. This
circumftance conld not but bereceived as an ad-
ditional proof of their averfion to our becoming
acquainted with their religious rites, and their
determination ta prevent our attendance on any
of their facred formalities.

- The party accompanying Mr. Menzies returned
with him on Saturday the 25th. after having had
a very pleafant excurfion, though it had been
fomewhat fatiguing in confequence of the bad-
nefs of the paths in the interior country, where in
many places the ground broke 1n under their feet.
Their objeét had been to gain the fummit of
Mowna Roa, which they had not been able to
effe@ in the direion they had attempted it;
but they had reached the top of another moun~
tajn, which though not fo lofty as Mowna-
rowna, or Mowna-kaah, is yet very confpicnoys,

C4 and
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and is called by the natives Worroray. This
mountain rifes from the weftern extremity of the
ifland, and on its fummit was a volcanic crater
that readily accounted for the formation of that
part of the country over which they had found
it fo dangerous to travel. ‘The good. offices of
their Indian guide and fervants recetved a liberal
reward, to which they were highly intitled by
‘their friendly and ordcr]y behaviour.

The whole of the retinue that had attended
Tamaahmaah from Aheedoo, with the addition
of fome new vifitors, lived intirely on board the
thip, and felt themfelves not only perfectly at
hofne, but very advantageoufly fituated, in being
enabled to purchafe fuch commodities of their
own produce or manufacture which were brought
to us for fale, as attralted their attention, with
the prefents which they reccived from time to
time. Notwith{’c‘anding this indulgence, which
1 thought could not have failed to keep them
honeft, fuch is their irrefiftible propenfity to
thieving, that five of my table knives were mif-
fing. The whole party ftoutly denied having any
knowledge of the theft; but as it was eyident
the knives were ftolen by fome of them, I or-
dered them all,vexcept the king,.inftantly to quit
the thip, und gave pofitive dircctions that no one
of them fhould be re-admitted. Befides this, I
deemed it expedient to” make a point with Ta-

maahmaah
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smaalmaah that the knives thould be reftored. He
faw the propricty of my infifting on this demand,
and before noon three of the knives were re-
turned.

The taboo, which had been poftponed in con-
{equence of Whokaa's death, was obferved this
evening, though not without holding out a fen-
timent of refentment to their deity for having
{uffered him to dic; for inftead of its continuing
the ufual time of two nights and one whole day,
this was only to be in force from fun-fet to the
rifing of the fun the following morning, Sunday
the 26th, ‘which the king having obferved, re-
turned - to us as foon as the cercmonies were
finithed.

Being very much difpleafed with the ungrate-
ful behaviour -of his attendants, I demanded of
Tamaahmaah, in a {erious tone, the two knives
that had not yet been reftored. T expatiated on
the difgrace that attached to every individual of
the whole party, and the confequence of the ex-
ample to all the fubordinate clafles of his people.
He appeared to be much chagrined, and to fuffer
a high degree of mortification at the very un-
handfome manner in which I had been treated ;
- this was hill further increafed, by one of his moft
particular favorites having been charged, and on
juft grounds, as one of the delinquents.

About noon he went on thore, 1n a very fullen

humour,
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humour, and did not return until I had fent for
him in the evening, which fummons he very rea-
dily obeyed; and foon another knife was re-
turned, which he declared was the only one he
had been able to find, and that if any more were
yet miffing, they muft have been loft by fome
other means. The truth, as we afterwards un-
derftood, was, that the knife had been given, by
the pusloiner, to a perfon of much confequence,
over whom Tamaalimaah did not with to enforce
his authority.

Thefe knives had not been ftolen, as might be
naturally imagined, for their value as iron infiru-
ments, but for the fake of their ivory handles.
Thefe were intended to have been converted into
certain neck ornaments, that are confidered as
facred and invaluable. The bones of fome fith
are, with great labour, appropriated to this pur-
pofe ; but the colour and texture of the vory fur-
paffing, m {0 cminent a degree, the other ordi-
nary material, the temptation was too great to
be refifted.

Under the particular circumftances, which we
underflood attended the mifling knife, [ readily
put up with its lofs ; becaufe, in fo doing, ' was
relieved of the inconvenience which a number of
noify and troublefome vifitors had eccafioned.
Thefe, however, paid dearly for their difhonetty,
in being abridged of the great fource of wealth
which

3
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which they had enjoyed on board, and which had
enabled them to procure many valuable commo-
dities of their own Cbuntry, at the expence of
afking only for fuch of our European articles as
the feller demanded.

Our bufinefs 1n the hold bemng finithed on
Monday the 27th, the feamen were employed in
~ a thorough examination of all the ngging; and
although this was the firft time, with refpeét to
the lower rigging, that an examination had taken
place fince the thip was commiffioned, we had
the fatisfacion of finding it in much better con-
dition than, from the trials it had endured, we
could reafonably have expected.

Sifwe the death of W hokaa, Kahowmotoo had
not paid the leaft attention to the Owhyhean 7a-
boos; but as fimilar interditions were to.take
place on Tuefday the 28th, on the ifland of
Mowee, thefe he punctually obferved ; and on
the following day Tamaahmaal alfo was again
thus religioufly engaged; but as there were no
prayers on this day, the people at large {feemed
to be under little reftriGion.

On Thurfday the 3oth, wc were favored with
the company of Terree-my-1ce, Crymamahoo, Ti-
anna, and fome other chiefs, from the diftant
parts of the ifland.

Their arrival had béen in confequence of a
fummons from the king, who had called the

| grand
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grand council of the ifland, on the fubject of its
';cfﬁon to the crown of Great Britain, which was
unanimoufly defired. This important bufinefs,
however, for which their attendance had been
demanded, appeared to be of fecondary confidera-
tion ta all of them ; and the happinefs they ex-
prefled on our return, together with their cordial
behaviour, proved, beyond difpute, that our ar-
rival at Owhyhee was the objec moft conducive
to the pleafure of their journey. Even Tianna
conduted himfelf with an unufual degree of
good humour; but as neither he, nor his brother
Nomatahal, from their turbulent, tréa’c‘herous, and
ungrateful difpofitions, were favorites amongft
us,. his humility, on this occafion, obtained him
only the reputation of pofleffing a very fuperior
degree of art and duplicity. But as the principal
obje&t I had in view was to preferve the good
underftanding that had been eftablithed between
us, and, if poffible, to fecure it on a permanent
bafis, for the benefit of thofe who might fucceed
us at thefe iflands, I waved all retrofpellive con-
fiderations, and treated T7anna with every mark
of attention, to which his rank, as one of the fix
provincial chiefs, intitled him, and with which,
on all occafions, he appeared to be highly gra-
tified. | SR
Thefe chiefs brought intelligence, thata quan-
tity of timber which had been fent for at my re-
quett,
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queft, was on its Way'hither; 1t had been ,cut
down under the directions of an Englithman,
whofe name was Boid, tformerly the mate of the
floop Wathington, but who had relinquifhed that
way of life, -and had entered into the fervice of
Tamaahmaah. He appeared in.the characer of
a fhipwright, and had undertaken to build, with
thefe matenals, a vellel for the king, after the
European fafhion; but not having b‘egn‘re:g‘ularly.
brought up to this bufinefs, both himfelf and his
comrades, Young and Davis, were fearful of en-’
countering too many difficulties; efpecially as
they were all much at a lofs in the firft outfet,
that of laying down the keel, and p’roperly fet-
ting up the frame; but could they be rightly af-
fifted in thefc primary operations, Boid (who had
the appearance of being very induftrious and in-
genious) feemed to entertain no doubt of accom-
phifhing the reft of their undertaking.

This afforded me an opportunity of conferring
on Tamaahmaah a favor that he valued far beyond
every other obligation in my power to beftow, by
permitting our carpenters to begin the veflel ;
from whofe example, and the afliftance of thefe
three engineers, he was in hopes that his people
would hereafter be able to build boats and {mall
veflels for themfelves.

Anambition {o truly laudable, in one to whofe
hofpitality and friendfhip we had been fo highly

' indebted,
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indebted, and whofe good offices were daily ad-
miniftering in fome way or other to our comfort,
it was a grateful tafk to cherith and promote ; and
as our carpenters had finifhed the re-cquipment
of the veflels, on Saturday, the 11t of February,
they laid down the keel, and began to prepare
the frame-work of his Owhyhean Majefty’s firft
man of war. The length of its keel was thirty-
fix feet, the extreme breadth of the veflel nine
feet and a quarter, and the ‘depth of her hold
about five feet; her name was to be The Bri-
tannia, and was intended as a proteétion to the
royal perfon of Tamaahmaal ; and I believe few
circumftances in his life ever afforded him more
folid fatisfa&ion.

It was not very likely that our ftay would be
fo protracted, as to allow our artificers’ to finifh
the work they had begun, nor did the king feem
to expect I fhould defer my departure hence for
that purpofe ; but confided in the affertion of
Boid, that, with the affiftance we fhould afford
him, he would be able to complete the veflel.

In the evening a very finct faboo comrhencc’i;
it was called 7he raboo of the Halicoo, and apper-
tains to the taking of two particular kinds of fith;
one of which, amongft thefe iflanders, bears that
name; thefe are not lawful to be taken at the
fame time, for during thefe months that the one
1s permitted to be caught the other is prohibitcd:

' They
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They are very punctual in the obfervance of this
anniverfary, which is, exclﬁﬁvdy of their days,
fnonths, and year, an additional means of dividing
their time, or, perhaps, properly fpeaking, their
feafons. The continuance of this interdicion
ought to have extended to ten days; butas it is
the prerogative of the king to thorten its duration
mn any one particular diftri&, he dire@ed on our
account that in the diftrict of Akona it thould
ceafe with the men on the morning of the 4th,
and with the women on the day following. |
Moft of our eflential bufinefs was nearly
btought to a conclufion by Thurfday the 6th,
and our remaining here for the accomplithment
of what yet remained to be done, was no longer
an object of abfolute neceflity ; yet I was induced
to prolong cur ftay 1 this comfortable fituation
for two reafons ; firft, becaufe the plan of opera-
tions I intended to purfuc, in the profecution of
the remaining part of our furvey on the coaft of
North-Weft America, did not require our re-
pairing immediately to the northward; and fe-
condly, ‘becaufe our former experience amongft
the other iflands had proved, that there was no
profpect of obtaining that abundant fupply of re-
frefhments which Owhyhee afforded, even at the
expence of arms and ammunition ; articles that
humanity and policy had uniformly induced me
to
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to with-hold, not only from thefe iflanders, but
from every tribe of Indians with whom we had
any concern.

The completion of our furvey of thefe iflands
required ftill the examination of ‘the north fides
of Mowee, Woahoo, and Attowal ; and referving
fufficient time for that purpofe, I determined to
fpend here the reft 1 had to fpare, before we
fhould proceed to the American coaft. - This af-
forded an opportunity to Mr. Menzies and Mr.
Baker, accompanied by fome others of the gen-
tlemen, to make another excurfion into the coun-
try for the purpofe of afcending Mowna Roa,
which now appeared to be a tafk that was likely
to be accomplithed : as we had underftood from
the natives, that the attempt would be lefs diffi-
cult from the fouth point of the ifland than from
any other direction. For this p\irpofe the party,
furnithed by Tamaahmaak with a large double
canoe, and a {fufficient number of people, under
the orders of a fleady careful chief, fat out, in
the confdence of recetving every affiftance and
attention that could be neceflary to render the
cxpedition interefting and agreeable.

The Dadalus being, in all refpects, ready to
depart for port Jackfon, Lieutenant Hanfon, on
Saturday the 8th received his orders from me for
that purpofe, together with a copy of our furvey

of
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of the coaft of New Albion, fouthward from Mon-
terrey ; and fuch difpatches for government as I
thought proper to tranfmit by this conveyance, to
the care of the commanding officer at that port.
Some plants of the bread fruit were alfo puton
‘board, in order that Mr. Hanfon, m his way to
New South Wales, thould" endcavour, in -the
event of his vifiting Norfolk ifland, to introduce
there that moft valuable production of the vege-

table kingdom.

Vor. V.. D CHAPTER
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CHAPTER. 11

Sequel of Tranfattions at.Karakakooa—Ceffion of
the Ifland of Owhyhee—Afironomical and Nau-
tical Obfervations.”

& HILST the re-equipment-of the veflels

- was going forward in this hofpitable port,

I had remained chiefly on board; but having

now little to attend to there, on Sunday the ¢th

I took up my abode at the encampment, highly

to the fatisfa&tion of the king ; who, for the pur-

pofe of obtaining fuch knowledge as might here-
after enable him to follow the example of our
artificers, had paid the {triteft attention to all
their proceedings in the conftruétion of the Bri-
tannia.- This had latterly {fo much engaged him,
that we had been favored with little of his com-
pany on board the veflels ; yet I had the fatisfac-
tion of reflecting, that his having been occafion-
ally with us, and con{’cahtly in our neighbour-

hood, had been the means of reftraining the 1ll

difpofed, and of encouraging the very orderly and

friendly behaviour that we had experienced from
the inhabitants without the leaft interruption
whatever. An uniform zeal dire&ed the con-

' ‘ duét
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dudét of every Indian, in the performance of fuch

offices of kindnefs as we appeared to - ftand in

need of, or which they confidered would be ac-
ceptable ; thefe were executed with fuch promp-

~ titude and cheerfulnefs, as to indicate that they
confidered their labours amply repaid by our ac-
ceptance of theirfervices; yet I truft they were
better rewarded than if they had acted on more
interefted principles.

Our reception and entertainiment here by thefe
unlettered people, who in general have been dif-
tinguiﬂled by the appellation of favages, was fuch
as, I believe, is feldom equalled by the moft ci-
vilized nations of Europe, and made me no longer
regret the inhofpitality we had met wath at - St.
Francifco and Monterrey. The temporary ufe
that we wifhed to make of a few yards of the
‘American thore, for our own convenience and
for the promotion of {cience, was not here, as in
New Albion, granted with reftrictions that pre-
cluded our acceptance of the favor we folicited ;
on the contrary, immediately on our arrival an
ample fpace, protelted by the moft facred laws of
the country, was appropriated to our fervice;
whilft thofe of our fmall community whofe in-
clinations led them into the interior parts of the
ifland, either for recreation, or to examine its
natural productions, found their defires met and

“encouraged by the kind affiftance of Tamaal-
D2 maak,
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maah, and their feveral purfuits rendered highly
entertaining and agrecable, by the friendfhip and
hofpitality which was fhewn them-at evcry houfe
in the courfle of their excurfions.

A conduct fo difintereftedly noblc, and uni=
formly obferved by {o untutored a race, will not
fail to excite a certain degree of regret, that thc
firft focial principles, teaching ‘mutual ,fup_port
and univerfal benevolence, thould fo frequently,
amongft civilized people, be facrificed to {fufpi-
cion, jealoufy, and diftruft. Thefe {entiments
had undoubtedly very ftrongly opcratcd againft
us on a recent occafion ; but had the gentleman,
to whofe affiftance we appealed, but rightly con-
fidered. our peculiar fituation, he muft have been
convinced there could not have exifted a neceflity
for the unkind treatment he was pleafed to offer
to our little {quadron; and he would have fpared
me at this moment the unwelcome tatk of mak-
ing this comparifon, by which the world will
-perceive what I muft have felt upon that occa-
fion.

A very ftrict taboo was on this day, Wednefday
the 12th, to be enforced over all the ifland, and
required that the refpective chiefs thould retire to
their own eftates, for the purpofe of rigidly ob-
ferving the attendant folemnities; which were
to continue two nights and one day. In the
cvent of the omens proving favorable, the chiefs

would
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would be permitted to eat of fuch pork as they
might think proper to confecrate on this occa-
fion; and high poory, thatis, grand prayers would
be performed ; but fthould the omens be other-
wife, the rites were inftantly to be fufpended.:

I had freqﬁently exprefled to Tamaahmaal. a
defire of being prefent on fome of thefe occafions;
and he now informed me, that he had obtained
for me the confent of the priefts, provided I
would, during the continuance of the interdic-
tion, attend to all the reftrictions which their re-
ligion demanded.

Having readily promifed to comply with this
condition, I was with fome degree of formality
vifited by feveral of the principals of their ireli-’-
gious order, one of whom was diftinguithed by
the appellation of Eakooa, 1o Tamaahmaah ; mean-
ing the god of Tamaahmaah. This prieft had
been one of our frequent attendants, notwith-
ftanding which, he was, on this occafion, de-
tected in ftealing a knife; for which offence he
was immediately difmiffed from our pax‘t};, and
excluded from the precincts of our encampment.

The reftraints impofed confifted chiefly in'four

“particulars; firft, a total feclufion from the com-
pany of the women; fecondly, partaking of no
food but fuch as was previoufly confecrated;
thirdly, being confined to the land, and not being
afloat or wet with fea water; and fourthly, not

' Ds receiving
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receiving, or even touching, the moft trivial ar-
ticle from any one, who had not attended the
ceremonies at the moral. '
_Thefe reftrictions were confidered neceflary to
be obferved by the whole of our party refident
on fhore; and about fun-fet we attended the
{fummons of the king at the morai, who was’
there officiating as high prieft, attended by fome
of the principal refidents of their religious orders,
chanting an invocation to the fetting fun. This
was the commencement of thefe facred rites;
but as I propofe to treat this fubjet more fully
on a future occafion, T thall for the prefent poft~
pone the detail of my obfervations, and briefly
ftate, that their prayers fcemed to have fome re-
gularity and form, and that they did not omit.to
pray for the welfare of his Britannic Majefty, and
our fafe and happy return to our native country.
A certain degree of order was perceptible through-
out thefe ceremonies, accompanied by many fu-
perflitious and myfterious formalities; amongft
‘which, a very principal one was performed about
the dawn of day. At this time the moft pro-
found filence was required of every creature
within hearing of this facred place. The king
then repeated a prayer in a low tone of voice with
the greateft folemnity, and in the middle of it
took up a live pig tied by the legs, and with one
effort dathed it to death again{t the ground; an

operation
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operation which muft be performed without the
{malleft intcrruptioh or cry from the victim, or
without the prevailing filence being broken by
any noife whatfoever, though of the moft trivial
kind. This part of the fervice is fuppofed to an-
nounce their being on terms of friendthip with
the gods, on which the further ceremonies were
carricd into execution. A number of hogs, plan-
tations, and cocoa-nuts, were then confecrated for
the principal chiefs and priefts; the more com-
mon productions, fuch as fith, turtle, fowls, dogs,
and the feveral efculent roots, that compofe their
food during the intervals between thefe more
facred taboo’s, were not now ferved up, but for
the firft time fince our arrival, they fared fump-‘
tuoully on thofe more delicious articles. . The in-
termediate day, Thurfday the 13th, and the fe-
cond night, were paffed in prayer, during which
we found no difficulty- in complying with the
prefcribed regulations; and foon after the fun
rofe on Friday the 14th, we were abfolved from
any further attention to their facred injunctions.
 Moft of our Indian friends returned to our
party the following day, Saturday the 15th; and
as we all now fed alike on confecrated pork, they
were enabled to be infinitely more fociable. Our
mode of cookery was generally preferred, as far
as related to the dreffing of fith, fleth, or fowls;
‘ Dua but



40 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [FEB.
but with refpe& to roots and the bread fruxt thcy
certainly preferved a {upetiority. :

Tuahowmotoo wasamongft the moft conftant of
our guefts; but his daughter, the' difgraced
queen, feldom vifited our fide of the bay. I was
however not igﬂorantkof her anxious defiré for a
reconciliation with Tamaahmaah ; nor was the
fame with to be mifunderftood ‘in the eondué
and behaviour of the king, in whoie good opinion
and confidence I had now acquired fuch a predo-
mihancy,'thatl became acquainted with his moft
fecret inclinations and apprehenfions.

His unfhaken attachment and unaltered affec-
tion for Talwwmannoo, was confefled with a fort
of internal felf conviction of her innocence. He
acknowledged with great candour, that his own
conduct had not been exactly fuch as warranted
his having infifted upon a {feparation from his
queen ; that although 1t could not authorize, it
in fome meafure pleaded in excufe for, her nfi-
delity ; and, for his own, he alledged, that his
high rank and fupreme authonty was a fort of
licence for fuch indulgences.

An accommodation, which I confidered to be
mutually withed by both parties‘was urged 1n
the Rrongeﬁ terms by the queen’s relations. To
effect this defirable purpofe; my interference was
frequently folicited by thcm and, ds it concurred

with
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with my own inclination, 1 refolved on embrac-

ing the firft favorable opportunity to ufe my beft
endeavours for bringing a reconciliation about.

For although, on our former vifit, Zakowmannoo

had been regarded with the moft favorable im-

preflions, yet, whether from her diftrefles, or be-

caufe the had really improved in her perfonal ac~
complithments, I will not take upon me to de-

termine, but certain it is, that one, or both of
thefe circumftances united, had fo far prepof-

fefled us all in her favor, and no one more o
than myfelf, that.it had been long the general
wifh to fee her exalted again to her former dig-

nities. This defire was propably not a little
heightened by the regard we entertained for the
happinefs and repofe of our noble and generous
friend Tamaahmaal ; who was likely to be ma-
terially affected not only in his domeftic com-

forts, but in his political fituation, by receiving
again and reinftating his confort in her former
rank and confequence.

I was convinced, beyond all doubt, that there
were two or three of the moft confiderable chiefs
of the ifland, whofe ambitious views were ini-
mical to the intercfts and authority of Tamaah-
maaft; and 1t was much to be apprehended, that
if the earneft folicitations of the queen’é father
(whofe condition and importance was next in
confequence to that of the king) thould continue

-to



42 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [FEB,

to be rejected, there could be little doubt of his
adding great ftrength and influence to the dif-
contented and turbulent chiefs, which would
operate highly to the prejudice, if not totally to
the deftrution, of Tamaalunaali's regal power;
efpccially as the adverfe party feemed to form a
conftant oppofition, confifting of a minority by
no means to be defpifed by the executive power,
and which appeared to be a' principal conftituent
part of the Owhyhean politics.

For thefe fubftantial reafons, whenever he was
difpofed to Iiften to fuch difcourfe, I did not ceafe
to urge the importance and neceflity of his adopt-
ing meafures fo highly effential to his happinefs
as a man, and to his power, intereft, and autho-,
rity as the fupreme chief of the ifland. All this
he eandidly acknowledged ; but his pride threw
impediments in the way of a reconciliation which
were hard to be removed. He would not of
himfelf become the immediate agent; and al-
though he confidered it important that the nego-
ciation thould be condué&ted by fome one of the
principal chiefs in his fulleft confidence, yet, to
tolicit their good offices after having rejected their
tormer overtures with difdain, was equally hard
to reconcile to his feelings. I ftood nearly in the
fame fituation with his favorite friends; but
being thoroughly convinced of the fincerity of
his withes, I fpared him the mortification of foli-

citing
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citing the offices he had rejected, by again prof-
fering my fervices. To this he inftantly con-
{ented, and obferved that no propofal could have
met his mind fo completely; fince, by effecting
a reconciliation through my friendfhip, no um-
brage could be taken at his having declined the
{everal offers of his countrymen, by any of the
individuals; whereas, had this obje¢t been ac-
complithed by any one of the chiefs; 1t would
probably have occafioned jealoufy and difcontent
in the minds of the others.

All, however, was not yet complete; the ap-
prehenfion that fome conceflion might be fug-
geﬁed or expefted on his part, preponderated
aga'inﬁ every other confideration; and he would
on no account confent that it thould appear that
he had been privy to the bufinefs, or that it had
been by his defire that a negociation had been
undertaken for this happy purpofe, but that the
whole thould have the appcarancc of being purely
the refult of accident.

To this end it was determined, that I thould
invite the queen, with feveral of her relations and
friends, on board the Difcovery, for the purpofe
of prefenting them with fome trivial matters, as
tokens of my friendfhip and regard; and that,
whilft thus employed, our converfation thould be
dire@ed to afcertain, whether an accommodation

was
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was ftill an object defired. That on this appear-
ing to be the general with, Tamaahmaal would
inftantly repair on board in a hafty manner, as if
he had fomething extraordinary to communicate;
that I thould appear to rejoice at this accidental
meeting, and by inflantly uniting their hands,
bring the reconciliation to pafs without the leaft
difcuffion or explanation on either fide. But
from his extreme folicitude left he fhould in any
degree be fufpeGed of being concerned in this
previous arrangement, a difficulty arofe how to
make him acquainted with the refult of the pro-
pofed converfation on board, which could not be
_permitted by a verbal meflage; at length, after
fome thought, he took up two pieces of paper,
and of his own accord made certain marks with
a pencil on each of them, and then delivered
them to me. The difference of thefe marks he
could well recolleét; the one was to indicate,
that the refult of my inqguiries was agreeable to
his wifhes, and the other that it was the con-
trary. In the event of my making ufe of the
former, he propofed that it thould not be fent on
thore fecretly, but in an open and declared man- -
ner, and by way of a joke, as a prefent to his
Owhyhean majefty. The natural gaiety of dif-
pofition which generally prevails amongft thefe
sliznders, would render this fuppofed difappoint-

- ment
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ment of the king a {ubjeé for mirth, would in
fome degree prepare the company for his vifit,
and completely do away every 1dea of its being

the effett of a preconcerted meafure. '
This plan was accordingly carried into execu-
tion on the following Monday, the 17th. Whilft
the queen and her party, totally ighorant of the
contrivance, were receiving the compliments I
had intended them, their good humour and
pleafantry were inﬁnitély heightened by the jeft
I propofed to pafs u_‘ponrthe' king, in fending him
a piece of paper only, carefully Wrapped‘ up 1n
fome cloth of their own manufacture, accompa-
nied by a meflage; importing, that as I-was then
in the aét of diftributing favours to my Owhyhean
friends, I had not been unmindful of his majefty.
Tamaahmaak no fooner received the fummons,
than he haftened on board, and with his ufual
vivacity exclaimed before he made his appear-
ance, that he was come to thank me for the pre-
fent I had fent him, and for my geodnefs in not
having forgotten him on this occafion. This
was heard by every one in the cabin before he
entered : and all {feemed to enjoy the joke ex-
cept the poor queen, who appeared to be much
agitated at the 1idea of being again in his prefence.
The inftant that he faw her his countenance ex-
prefled great furprize, he became immediately
filent, and attempted toretire; but having pofted
' myfelf
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myfelf for the efpecial purpofe of preventing his
departure, I caught his hand, and joining 1t with
the queen’s, their reconcihation was inftantly
completed. - This was fully demonfirated, not
only by the tears that involuntanly ftole down
the cheeks of both as they embraced each other,
and mutually exprefled the fatisfaction they ex-
perienced ; but by the behaviour of every indivi-
dual prefent, whofe feelings on the occafion were
not to be reprefled ; whilft their fenfibility tefti-
fied the happinefs which this apparcntly fortui-
tous event had produced. -

A thort paufe produced by an event fo unex-
pected, was fucceeded by the fort of good humour
- that fuch a happy circumftance would naturally
infpire ; the converfation foon became general,
ckeerful, and lively, in which the artifice ima~-
gined to have been impofed upon the king bore
no {mall thare. A little refrefhment from a few
glaffes of wine concluded the fcene of thla fuc-
cefsful meeting. :

After the queen had acknowledged in the moft
grateful terms the weighty obligations fhe felt
for my {ervices on this occafion, I was furprized
by her- faying, juft as we were all preparmor to go
on fhore, that the had {till a very great faver to
requeft; which was that I fhould obtain from
Tamaahmaoh a {olemn promife, that on her re-
turn to his habitation he would not beat her,

The
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The great cordiality with which the reconcilia-
tion had taken place, and the happinefs that each
of them had continued to exprefs in confequence
of it, led me at firft to confider this intreaty of
the queen’s as a matter of jeft only; but in this
I was miftaken, for notwithftanding that Ta-
maahmaah readily complied with my folicitation,
and afflured me nothing of the kind fhould take
place, yet Talowmannoo would not be fatisfied
without my accompanying them home to the
royal refidence, where I had the pleafure of feeing
her reftored to all her former honours and ptivi-
leges, highly to the fatisfaion of all the king’s'
friends; but to the utter mortification of thofe,
‘who, by their {candalous reports and mifrepre-
fentations, had been the caufe of the unfortunate
feparation.

The domeftic affairs of Tamaalimaal having
thus taken fo happy a turn, his mind was more
at liberty for political confiderations; and the
ceflion of Owhyhee to His Britannic Majefty be-
came now an obje& of his ferious concern.  On
my former vifit it had been frequently mentioned,
but.was at that time difapproved of by fome of the
leading chiefs, who contended, that they ought
not voluntarily to furrender themfelves, or ac-
knowledge their fubjection, to the government
- of a fuperior foreign power, without being.com-
pletely convinced that fuch power would proteét

themn
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them againft the ambitious views of remote or
neighbouring enemies. = During our abfence this
fubje@ had been moft ferioufly difcufled by the
“chiefs in the ifland, and the refult of their deli-
berations was, an unanimous opinion, that, in
order to obtain the prote@tio‘n, required, it was
important that Tamaahmaah thould make the
furrender in queftion, formally to me, on the
part of His Majefty ; that he fhould acknowledge
himfelf and people as fubjects of the Britith crown;
and that they fhould fupplicate that power to
guard them againft any future moleftation.

To this act they were greatly ftimulated by
“the treatment they had reccived from various
ftrangers, by whom they had been lately vifited.
Of fome of thefe I was well perfuaded they had
Lad too juft caufc to complain ; particularly in
the fraudulent and deccitful manner in which
the traffic with the natives had been conduéted.

In many inflances, no compenfation whatever
had been given by thefe civilized vifitors, after
having been fully fupphcd on promife of making
an ample return, with the fevcral rexrcﬁlmenls
ot the very beft quality the country afforded. At
other times they had impofed upon the inhabi-
tants, by paying them in commodities of no fer-
vice or value, though their defeés could not be
detected by the examination of the natives. This
was more particularly the cafe in thofe articles

which
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which they were moft éager to obtain, and moflk
defirous to poflefs, namely, arms and ammuni=
tion; which chiefly compofed the merchandize
of the North-Weft American adventurers. Muf-
kets and piftols were thus exchanged that burft
on being difcharged the firft time, though with
the proper loading. To augment the quantity
of gunpowder which was fold, it was mixed with
an equal, if not a.largc_r, proportion of pounded
{ea or charcoal. Several of thefe fire-arms, and
fome of the powder, were produbed for my in-
fpection 1n this thameful ftate, and with the hope
that I was able to afford them redrefs.

Many very bad accidents had happened by the
burfting of thefe fire-arms; one inftance in par-
ticular came within our knowledge a few days
-after our arrival. A very fine active young chief
had lately purchafed a mufket, and on his trying
its effe@, with a comimon charge of powder, it
burft; and he not only loft fome of the joints of
his fingers on the left hand, but his right arm
below the elbow was otherways fo dangeroufly
“wounded; that, had it not been for the timely
affiftance afforded him by fome of our gentlemen
~of the faculty, his life-'would have been in immi-
nent danger, ‘

-The putting fire-arms into the hands of unci-
- yilized people, is at beft very bad policy ; but
-when they are given in an imperfe& and infuffi-
Vor. V. K cient
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cient condition for a valuable confideration, it is
not only infamoufly fraudulent, but barbarous
and inhuman. Notwithftanding which, fhould
thefe inhabitants refort to meafures of revenge
for the injuries thus fuftained, they would be
immediately ftigmatized with the epithets of fa-
wvages and barbarians, by the very people whe
had been the original caufe of the violence they
might think themfelves juftified in committing.

Under a conviction of the importance of thefe
iflands to Great Britain, in the event of an exten-

{ion of her commerce over the Pacific Ocean, and

in return for the cflential fervices we had derived

from the excellent productions of the country,
and the ready aﬂiﬁance of its inhabitants, I loft
no opportunity for encouraging their friendly dif-
pofitions towards us; notwithftanding the difap-
pointments they had met with from the traders,
for whofe conduct I could invent no apology;
endeavouring to imprefs them with the idea,
that, on fubmitting to the authority and protec-
tion of a fuperior power, they might reafonably
expect they would in future bc lefs liable to fuch

. abufes, : ,

The long continued praétice of all civilized
nations, of claiming the fovereignty and territo-
rial right of newly difcovered countries, had here-

. tofore been affumed in confequence only of pri~

- orty of feem ; or of vifiting fuch parts of the

: N garth
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earth as were unknown before; but in the cafe
of Nootka a material alteration had taken place,
and great ftrefs had been laid on the ceffion that
Maquinna was ftated to have made of the village
and friendly cove to Sen” Martinez. Notwith-
ftanding that on the principles of the ufage above
ftated, no difpute could have arifen as to the pri-
ority of claim that England bad to the Sandwich
iflands; yet I confidered, that the voluntary re-
fignation of thefe territories, by the formal fur-
-render of the king and the people to the power .
and authority of Great Britain, might probably
be the means of eftablithing an incontrovertible
right, and of preventing any altercation with
other {tates hereafter. '

Under thefe impreflions, and ona due confide-
ration of all circumftances, I felt it to be an in-
cumbent duty to accept, for the crown of Great
Britain, the proffered cefﬁon; and I had there-
fore ftipulated that it fhould be made in the moft
unequivocal and public manner.

For this purpofe all the principal chiefs had
been fummoned from the different parts of the
ifland, and moft of them had long fince arrived
in our neighbourhood. They had all become
extremely well fatisfied with the treatment they
had received from us; and were highly fenfible
‘of the advantages they derived from our intro-
~ducing amongft them only fuch things as were

E-2 inftrumental
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inftrumental to their comfort, inftead of warlike
ftores and implements, which only contributed
to ftrengthen the animofities that exifted between
one ifland and another, and enabled the turbu-
lent and ambitious chiefs to become formidable
to the ruling power. They feemed in a great
meafure to comprehend the nature of our em-
ployment, and made very proper diffinétions be-
tween our little fquadron, and the trading veflels
by which they had been [o frequently vifited;
that thefe were éngaged in purfuits for the pri-
vate emolument of the individuals concerned,
whillt thofe under my command acted under the
authority'of a benevolent monarch, whofe chief
objed 1n fending us amongft them was to render
them more peaceable in their intercourfe with
each other; to furnifh them with fuch things as
could contribute to make them a happier people ;
and to afford them an opportunity of becoming

more refpedlable in the eyes of foreign vifitors;
Thefe ideas at the fame time naturally fuggeft-
ed to them the belief, that it might be in my
power to leave the Chatham at Owhyhee for their
tuture protection ; but on being informed that
no fuch meafure could -pofiibly be adopted on
the prefent occafion, they feemed content to wait
with patience, in the cxpcctation that fuch at-
tention and regard might hereafter be fhewn
unto them; and in the full confidence, that ac-
cording
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cording to my promife, I would reprefent their
fituation and condué& in the moft faithful man-
ner, and in the true point of view that every cir-
cumf{tance had appeared to us. ,

Thefe people had already become acquamted
with four commercial nations of the civilized
world ; and had been .given to underftand, that
feveral others fimilar in knowledge and 1in power
exifted in thofe diftant regions from whence thefe
had come. This information, as may reafonably
be expected, fuggefted the apprehenfion, that the
period was not very remote when they might be
compelled to fubmit to the authority of {fome-one
of thefe fuperior powers; and under that 1m-
preffion, they did not hefitate to prefer the Eng-
lith, who had been their firft and conftant vifitors.

The formal f{urrender of the ifland had been
delayed in confequence of the abfence .of two
principal chicfs.  Commanow, the chief of Ahee-
doo, was not able to quit the government and
protection of the northern and caftern parts of
the coantry, though it had been fuppofed he
might have delegated his ‘authority to fome one
of lefs importance than himfelf; but after fome
meflages had pafled between ﬂli»S chief and 74-
maalmaal, it appeared that it had not been pof-
fible to difpenfe with his prc—:fcnce 1n thofe parts

of the ifland.

The other abfentee was Famaalinotoo, chief of

E3 : Koarra,
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Koarra, the perfon that had captured the Fair
American {choonet, and with whom I was not
ambitious to have much acquaintance. Since
that perfidious melancholy tranfaction, he ‘had
never ventured near any veffel that had vifited
thefe thores ; this had been greatly to the preju-
dice of his intereft, and had occafioned him in-
conceivable chagrin and mortification. Of this
he repeatedly complained to Tamaahmaah on our
former vifit; and then, as now, folicited the
king’s good offices with me to cbtain an inter-
view, and permiffion. for his people to refort to
the veflels, for the fake of fharing in the fuperior
advantages which our traffic afforded. But, to
thew my utter abhorrence of his treacherous cha-
ralter, and as a punifhment for his unpardonable
cruelty to Mr. Metcalf and his crew, I had hi-
therto indignantly refufed every application that
had been made in his favor. When, however, I
came ferioufly to refle& on all the circumftances
that had attended our reception and treatment
at this ifland, on our former vifit and on the pre-
{ent occafion; when I had reference to the fitua-
tion and condition of thofe of our countrymen
refident amongft them; and when' I recolle@ed
that my own counfel and advice had al ways been
directed 16 to operate on their hafty violent tem-
pers, as to induce:them to fubdue their animofi-
ties, by exhorting thcmdtoa forgivenefs of paft

\ | 1njuries,



1794.] ' KOUND THE WORLD., 55

injuries, and proving to them how much their

real happinefs depended upén a {tri¢ adherence.
to the rules of good fellowthip towards each other,

and the laws of hofpitality towards all fuch

ftrangers as might vifit their thores, I was tho-
-roughly convinced, that implacable refentment;

or unrclenting anger, exhibited in my own prac-
tice, would ill accord with the precepts I had en-

deavoured to inculcate for the regulation of theirs;

and that the adoption of conciliatory meafures,

after having evinced, by a difcrimination of cha-
racters, my averfion to wicked or unworthy per«

{fons, was moft confiftent with my duty as a man,

and with the ftation I then filled.

In order, therefore, to eftablifh more firmly, if
pofiible, the friendfhip that had fo mutually taken
place, and {o uninterruptedly fubfifted, between
us, [ determined, by an a& of oblivion 1n my ownl
‘mind, to efface all former injuries and offences.
To this end, and to thew that my cenduct was

governed by the principlés I prefeficd, at the res
quett of Tianna and fome other chiefs, I admitted
the man amongft us, who was reputed to be the
firft perfon who had ftabbed Captain Cook, and
gave leave to Pareea™ to vifit the veflels; who,
during the late contefts, had been reduced from
his former rank and fituation, and was at this
tzme refident on an eftate belonging to Kahow-

" * Vide 3d Vol. Cook’s Voyage, Chap L
E4 motoo
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motoo on the eaftern part of the ifland, in a very
low and abjeé condition. . _
Tamaahmotoo had already fuffered very mate-
rially in his intereft, and had fenfibly felt the in-
dignity offered to his pride, 1n being excluded
from our fociety, debarred the gratification of his
curiofity, and the high entertainment which his
brethren had partaken at our tables, and in our
company. 1 gave Tamaahmaal to underitand,
that thefe confiderations, in conjunction with his
repeated folicitations, had induced me no longer
to regard Tamaahmoroo as undeferving forgive-
nefs, and to allow of his paying us the compli-
ments he had {o rcpeéted]y requefted ; provided
that he would engage in the moft folemn man-
ner, that neither himfelf nor his people (for he
generally moved with a numerous train of atten-
dants) would behave in any manner 10 as to dif=
turb the fubfifting harmony of our prefent f/ociety,
nor conduct themfelves, in future, but with a
due regard to honefty, and the principles of hof=
pitality. 4
To thefe conditions I was given to underftand,
Tamaahmotoo would fubferibe without a mur-
mur ; and, on their being imparted to him, [
received in reply a moft hnmble and fubmimyé
anfwer, that he would forfeit his own exiftence
if any mifdemeanor, either on the part of himfelr,
or of any of his followers, fhould be committed,
The
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The diftriét over which his authority regularly
cxtended, was the next diftriét immediately to
the northward of us; but his apprehenfions left
we thould retaliate the injuries he had done to
others, had induced him to retire’ to the eaftern
parts of Amakooa, as being the moft remote from
our ftation. His progrefs_towards Karskakooa,
fince his vifit had been permitted, had been very
flow; and as he had advanced he had frequently
fent forward meflengers, to inquire if I ftill con-
tinued the fame friendly difpofition towards him ;
and to requeft that I would return a renewal of
my promifes, that he fhould be received. in the
fame friendly manner as I had engaged myfelf he
thould to Tamaahmaah. Having no intention
whatever to depart from this obligation, I felt no
difficulty in repeating thefe affurances as often as
they were demanded.

My promifes, however, were not fufficient to
remove his {ufpicions, or to fix his confidence ;
but on his war he ftopped at every morai, there
made facrifices, and confulted the priefts as to
. what was portended in his vifit by the omens on

thefe occafions. At firft they had been very un-
favorable, but as he advanced' the prognofticks:
had become more agreeable to his withes; and
at length, in the morning of Wednefday the 19th,
‘he appeared in great pomp, attended by a nume-

rYous
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rous fleet of large canocs that could not contain
lefs than a thoufand perfons, all paddling with
fome order into the bay, round its northern point
of entrance.

Temaahmaah was at this time with me, and
gave me to underftand that Tamaahmotoo gene-
rally went from place to place in the ﬁylé and
manner he now difplayed, and that he was the
proudeft man in the whole ifland.

After the fleet had entered the bay, its courfe
was flowly direéted towards the veffels; but on -
a meflage being fent from me, defiring that Ta-
maahmotoo and his party would take up their re-
fidence at Kowrowa, he inftantly retired with his
ficet, and foon afterwards, accompanied by Tu-
maakmaakh, and {feveral of the principal chiefs, he
vifited the encampment. At this time I hap-
pened to be abfent, but on my return [ found him
feated in our 'marquce, with feveral of our inti-
mate friends, and fome ftrangers, who were all
in the greateft good humour imaginable, and ex-
hibiting a degree of compofure that the favage
defigning countenance of Tamaahmotoo could not
even affect.  Not the leaft difficulty could arife
mn difingutthing this chief from the reft of the
company, as his appearance and deportment were
a complete contraft to the furrounding group,
and confirmed in our opinions the unworthinefs

of
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of his charalter, and every report to his difad-
vantage that had been circulated by his country-
men.
Our firft falutation being over, he Caughtr the
earlieft opportunity to offer an apology for the’
offence that had fo juftly kept us ftrangers to each
other. He complained of having been very ill
treated by the crews of fome veflels that had vi-
fited Toeaigh bay, and particularly of his having
been beaten by Mr. Metcalf, commanding the
. Eleonora, at the time when his {fon, who after-
wards had the command of the Fair American,
was on board the fc..ner veflel; and alledged,
that the indignities he then received had {timu-
lated him to have recourfe to the favage barba-
rity, before recited, towards the younger Mr.
- Metcalf and his people, by a fentiment of refent-
ment and revenge; but that he entertained no
fuch wicked defigns againft any one elfe; and
that his future behaviour, and that of his depen-
dants, would confirm the truth of the protefta-
tions he then r.ade.  After calling upon the fe-
veral chiefs to vouch for the fincerity of his in-
tentions, and making every conceflion that could’
be expelted of him for his late unpardonable
conduct, his apprehenfions feemed to fubfide, as
his friends appeared to give him credit for his af-
fertions, and came forward as fureties for the pro-
priety of his future behaviour. -
This
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This fubje& having been fully difcufled, I thook
Tamaahmoioo by the hand as a token of my for-
givenefs and reconciliation ; and on confirming
this friendly difpofition towards him by prefent-
ing him with a few ufeful articles, approbation
and applaufe were evidently marked in the coun-
tenance of every onc prefent.
- By the time this conciliatory interview was at
‘an end, the dinner was announced ; and as our
confecrated pork was exhaufted, Tamaahmaal had
taken care to provide fuch a repaft, confifting of
dogs, fith, fowls, and vegetables, as was fuitable
to the keen appetites of' our numerous guefts.
The day was devoted to mirth and feftivity; and
the king, Terry-my-iee, Taliowmotoo, Lianna, and
indeed, all our old acquaintances, tock their wine
and grog with great cheerfulnefs, and in their
jokes did not {pare our new vifitor Tamaalimotoo,
for his aukwardnefs and ungraceful manners at.
table.

‘The glafs went freely round after dinner; and
as this ceremony was completely wathin the reach
of Tamaahmn:otod’ s imitation, he was anxicus to cx~
ccl 1n this accomplithment, by drinking with lefs
referve than any one at table, [ thought 1t pro-
per to remind him, that as he was not in the ha-
bit of drinking fpirttuous liquors like Tanraah-
maclk end the other chiefs prefent, it was necef-
fary Lie thould be upon his guard, left the wine

and’
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and grog fhould difagree with him; but as his
{pirits became exhilarated he became lefs attens
tive to thefe admonitions, until the operation of
the liquors obliged him to retire.  In this ftate it
1s not poffible to imagine a countenance .more
expreflive of indignation or of favage barbarity
and refentment; his eyes were fixed on me as he
was carried out of the marquee, whilft his tongue,
‘no longer confined within his lips, indiftin&ly
uttered atfoon-anni, fignifying that I had poifoned
him; and fome prefent, even of our old acquain-
tance, fcemed to be a little concerned for his
fatety. ‘The king, however, laughed at their ap-
prehenfion, and explained to them the caufe of
Tamaahmotoo’s indifpofition, which, by the affif-
‘tance of a little warm water, was almoft inftantly
recovered, and he rejoined our party, to the
great entertainment and diverfion of his country-
.men, who were ftill very pleafantly regaling
themfelves, and in the perfect enjoyment of each
other’s fociety.

In the front of the marquee, feated on the
-ground, were two or three of Tamaahmotoo' s moft
confidential friends and conftant attendants. The
behaviour of thefe people, on their mafter being
taken from table, fuddenly changed, from the
-moft unreferved vivacity to a fufpicious filence ;
their eyes fparkled, and their countenances were
expreflive of diftruft and refentment; one of them

1
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in particulaf, who I had not obferved before to
be armed, had with him a dagger, made out of
the broad part of an iron fpit, which he handled
with great agitation, and feemed to be more than
half inclined to make ufe of it, to gratify the re-
venge that was ftruggling within his breaft. This
‘man contended, in a fhort converfation with
Tamaahmaah, that Tamaahmotoo had been given
a different bottle to drink out of from the reft of
the company ; but on the king and other perfons
drinking fome wine from the fame bottle, he be-
came pacified ; and the recovery of the iptoxi-
cated chief completely did away his fufpicions of
our having entertained towards his mafter any
unfavorable intentions.

On this occafion, however, I could not avoid
refle€ing, how indifpenfably neceflary it 1s, that
the greateft circum{pection and caution thould be
obferved in our intercourfe with fuch ftrangers,
unaccuftomed to our manners and way of life;
becaufe it may frequently happen, that the moft
‘difaftrous and fatal confequences may arife from
“canfes the leaft to be apprchended, and in them-
felves of the moft innocent nature. Notwith-
ftanding that in the inftance before us nothing
uncomfortable took place, yet I was firmly per-
fuaded that we were greatly indebted for our tran-
quillity, cn this occafion, to the gredt refpect and
efteem which our conduct towards thefe people

- had
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had previoufly infured us; but had it unfortu-
nately {fo happened, that Tamuaahmotoo had died
under the effedts of the liquor to which his con-
{titution was unufed, and of which he had drank
inordinately, our having poifoned him would
have been generally received as a fact; whence
the natives, naturally concluding that we had
been guilty of the moft unwarrantable treachery,
they would have been pardonable in fecking re-
venge ; and under fuch impreffions ought rather
to have been confidered as mtitled to our pity for
being miftaken; than to our refentment for any
adls of 1njury which the mifunderftanding might
have occafioned.
- The convocation of the principal chiefs of the
ifland by the royal mandate, failed not to aflemble
‘at the fame time moft of the perfons of con-
fequence of both fexes, who took up their refi-
dence in our immediate neighbourhood ; which
became {o populous, that there was fcarcely a
.placé where a temporary habitation could be
erefted that remained unoccupied, efpecially in
the vicinity of the two principal villages of Ka-
kooa and Kowrowa. Their numbers amotinted
now to feveral thoufands, whofe cheerful good
humour, eagernefs to oblige, and orderly beha-
viour, could not be {urpaffed by the inhabitants
of the moft civilized country. The days pafled
pleafantly to thofe who devoted them to INNG-~
' . cent
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cent amufements, and proﬁtably to others who
were engaged in bartering away the merchandize
they had brought, to exchange for our more va<
luable commodities ; whilft thofe of our fociety
who extended their recreation on fhore, beyond
the limits of the bay, were received with the
greateft hofpitality, and entertained with the ge«
neral amufements of the country; which ren-
dered thefe excurfions not lefs interefting than
contributory to health. ,

The evenings were generally clofed with fing-
ing and dancing, and the nights were as quict as
the moft orderly towns in Europe ; thoungh 1t was
a late hour moft commonly before they retired
to reft. The fpace between fun-fet and that
time was employed by fome parties in focial con-
verfation, and by others at various games of
chance ;' and I -did not obferve a fingle inftance
m which thefe were conduéed, even by the
lofers, but with the greateft temper and good
‘humour.

Defirous of being conftantly upon the fpot
left any untoward circumftance fhould arife to
interrupt the happinefs we enjoyed, my excur-
fions were confined to a {mall diftance from our
encampment. This however did not preclude
my attending fome of their evening amufements
1n our-ncighbourhcod. At one of which, in par-
ticular, . was very well entertained.

This~
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This was a performance by a fingle ybung
woman of the name of Puckoo, whofe perfon and
manners were both very agreeable. Her drefs,
notwithftanding the heat of the weather; con-
fifted of an immenfe quantity of thin cloth, which
was wound round her waift, and extended aslow
as her knees. This was plaited in fuch a manner
as to give a pretty cffect to the variegated pattern
of the cloth; and was otherwife difpofed with

~great tafte. Her head and neck were decorated

with wreaths of black, red, and yellow feathers ;
but excepting thefe fhe wore no drefs from - the
waift upwards. Her ancles, and nearly half way
up her legs, were decorated with feveral folds of
“cloth, widening upwards, fo that the upper parts
‘extended from the leg at leaft four inches all
‘round ; this was encompafled by a picce of net
-work, wrought very clofe, from the mefthes of
which were hung the fmall teeth of dogs, giviﬁg
this part of her drefs the appearance of an orna-
mented funnel. On her wrifts the wore bracelets
made of the tutks from the largeft hogs. Thefe
were highly polithed and fixed clofe together in a
ring, the concave fides of the ytu'fks being out-
wards ; and their ends reduced to an uniform
length, curving na‘turally ecach way rrom the
centre, were by no means deftitute of arnamen-’
tal effect. ' ’

Thus equipped, her appearance on the ftage,

Vor. V. F before
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before the uttered a fingle word, excited con-
fiderable applaufe from the numerous {peltators,
who obferved the greateft good order and deco-
rum. In her performance, which was in the
open air, the was accompanied by two men, who
were feated on the ground in the character of
muficians. Their inftruments were both alike,
and were made of the outfides or fhells of large
gourds, open at the top ; the lower ends ground
perfe@ly flat, and as thin as poffible, without en-
dangering their fplitting. Thefe were ftruck on
the ground, covered with a fmall quantity of
dried grafs, and in the interval between cach
~ftroke, they beat with their hands and fingers on
the fides of thefe inftruments, to accompany their
vocal exertions, which, with the various motions
of their hands and body, and the vivacity of their
countenances, plainly demonfirated the intereft
they had, not only in excelling in their own parts,
but alfo in the applaufe which the lady acquifed ‘
by her performance, advancing or retreating from
the muficians a few fhort fteps in various direc-
tions, as the nature of the fubjet, and the nu-
merous geftures and motions of her perfon de-
manded. Her fpeech, or poem, was firft began
in a {low, and fomewhat folemn manner, and
gradually becamc energetic, probably as the fub-
jeét matter became interefting ; until at length,
like a true a&refs, the livelinefs of her 1magina-

- tion
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tion produced a vociferous oration, accompanied
by violent emotions. Thefe were received with
thouts Qf great applaufe ; and although we were
not fufficiently acquainted with the language to
comprehend the {ubje, yet we could not help
being pleafed in a high degree with the perform-
ance. The mufic and finging was by no means
difcordant or unpleafing ; many of the actions
feemed to be well adapted, and the attitudes ex-
hibited both tafte and elegance. The fatisfaction
we derived at this public entertainment, was
greatly increafed by th~ refpectful reception we
met from all p'arties, 25 well performers as fpecta-
tors, who appearcd to be infinitely more delight-
ed by our plaudits, than by the liberal donations
which we made on the occafion. :
"~ Thefe amufements had hitherto been confined
to fuch limited performances; but this afternoon
was to be dedicated to one of a more fplendid
nature, in which fonie ladies of confequence, at-
tendants  on the court of Tamaahmaah, were to
perform the principal parts. Great pains had
been taken, and they had gone through many
private rehearfals, in order that the exhibition this
evening might be worthy of the public attention;
on the conclufion of which I pui‘pofed by a dif-
play of fire-works, to make a return for the en-
tertainment they had afforded us.
About four o’clock, we were informed it was
" F2 time
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tifnc to attend the royal dames; their theatre,
or rather place of exhibition, wasabout a mile to
the fouthward of our tents, in a finall {quare,
furrounded by houfes and theltered by trees; a
'ﬁtuatxon as well chofen for the performance, as for
‘the accommodatxon of the fpeé’cators who, on a
moderate computatlon, could not be eftimated at
lefs thaq four thoufand, of all ranks and defcrip-
- tions of pcrfons
A difference in pomt of drefs had been 'ob-
'{erved n thc audience at the former entertain-
ment but on this occafion every oné thone forth
in thc beft apparpi that could be procured ; thofe
‘ who ‘had béen fuccefsful in their commercial
‘tranfa&xons with us, did not fail to appear 1n the
. beft attire they had procured ; and fuch as were
deﬁ:xtute of Europban artxc]es, had exertcd their
, 'gcnms to fubﬁltute the manufa&ure ‘and produc-
tions of their own country 1n the moft fathionable
and advantageous menner. Feathered ruﬁ'S, and
gartenn@ tape in wreaths, adorned the ]adles \
heads, and were alfo worn as necklaces; red
cloth, printed linen, or that of their own manu-
fa&ure; conftituted the lower garment, which
extended from the waift to the knees. The meﬁ
likewifc had put on their beft maros; 1o that the
whole prcfented a very gay and liv rely fpedtacle.
On our arrival, fome of dur friends were pleafed
to br’ a little jocular with our appearance at {o un-

fathionable
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fathionable an hour, having come much téo early
for the reprefentation ; but as we were admitted
into the green room amongft the performers, our
time was not unpleafantly engaged. The drefs of
the adtrefles was fomething like that worn by
Puckoo, though made of fuperior materials, and
difpofed with more tafte and elegance. A very
confiderablé quantity of their fineft cloth was
prepared for the occafion; of this their lower
garment was formed, which extended. from their
waift half way down their legs, and was {o plait-
ed as to appear very much like a hoop petticoat.
This feemed the meoft difficult part of their dréfs
to adjuft, for Tamaahmaah, who was confidered
to be a profound critic, was frequently appealed
to by the women, and his' dire¢tions were 1mpli- -
citly followed in-many little alterations. Inftead
of the ornaments of cloth and net-work decorated
with dogs’ teeth, thefe ladies had each a green
wreath made of a kind of bind weed, twifted to-
gether in different parts like a rope, which was
- wound round from the ankle, nearly to the lower
part of the petticoat. On their wrifts they wore
no bracelets nor other ornaments, but acrofs their
necks and thoulders were green fathes, very nicely
made, with the broad leaves of the tree, a plant
that produces a very lufcious fweet root, the fize
of a yam*. This part of their drefs was put on
- # Vide Cool’s laft Voyag’e,' A

"~ + *

roa ine
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the laft by each of the a&refles; and the party
being now fully attired, the king and queen, who
had been prefent the whole time of their dref~"
fing, were obliged to withdraw, greatly to the
mortification of the latter, who would gladly
have taken her part as a performer, in which the
was reputed to cxcel very highly. But the _royal
pair were compelled to retire, even from the ex-
hibition, as they are prohibited by law from at-
tending fuch amufements, excepting on the fel-
~ tival of the new year. Indeed, the performance
of this day was contrary to the eftablifhed rules
of the ifland, but being intended as a Compliment
to us, the innovation was admitted.

As their majefties withdrew, the ladies of rank,
and the principal chiefs, began to make their
appearance. The reception of the former by the
multitude was marked by a degreec of refpect
that I had not before feen amongft any inhabi-
tants of the countries in the Pacific Ocean. The
audience affembled at this time were ftanding
rows, from fifteen to twenty feet deep, fo clofe
as to touch each other; but thefe ladies no
fooner approached their rear, in any accidental
direction, than a paflage was inftantly made for
them and their attendants to pafs through in the
moft commodious manner to their refpective fta-
tions, where they feated themfelves on the
ground, which was covered with mats, in the

moft
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moft advantageous fituation for feeing and hear-
ing the performers. Moft of thefé ladies were of
a cotpulent form, which; affifted by their ftately
gait, the dignity with which they moved, and
the number of their pages, who followed with
fans to court the refrefhing breeze, or with fly-
flaps to difperfe the offending infects, announced
their confequence as the wives, daughters, fifters,
or other near relations of the principal chiefs,
who however experienced no fuch marks of re-
{pect or attention themfelves ; being obliged to
make their way through the fpectators in the
beft manner they were able.

The time devoted to the decoration of the ac~
trefles extended beyond the limits of the quiet
patience of the audience, who exclaimed two ot
three times, from all quarters, < Hoorah, hooral,
poaliealee, fignifying, that it would be dark and
black night before the performance would begin.
But the audience here, like fimilar ones in other
countries, attending with a pre-difpofition to be
pleafed, was in good humour, and was eafily ap-
peafed, by the addrefs of our faithful and devoted
friend Trywhookee, who was the conductor of
the ceremonies, and fole manager on this occa-
fion. He came forward, and apologized by a
fpﬂech that produced a general laugh, and caui-
ing the mufic to bcgm, we heard no further mur-
murs.

Fa4 The
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The band confifted of five men, all ftanding -
up, cach with a highly-polithed wooden fpear in
the left, and a fmall picce of the fame materal,
equally well finithed, in the right hand ; with
this they beat on the {pear, as -an accompani-
ment to their voices in fongs, that varied both as
to time and meafure, efpecially the latter; yet
their voices, apd the founds produced from their
rude inftruments, which differed according to
the place on which the tapering fpear was ftruck,
appcared to-accord very well. Having engaged
us a thort time in this vocal performance, the
court ladies made their appearance, and were
received with fhouts of the greateft applaufe.
The muficians retired a few paces, and the ac-
trefles took: their ftation before them. :

- The heroine of the picce, which confifted of
four parts or aéls, had once fhared the affe@ions
and embraces of Tamaalhmaah, but was now
married to an inferior chief, whofe occupation
in the houfehold was that of the charge of the
king’s apparel. This lady was diftinguithed by
a green wreath round the crown of the head;
next to her was the captive daughtér of Titeeree;
the third a younger fifter to the queen, the wife
of. Crymamaheo, who being of the moft exalted
rank ftdod in the middle. .On each fide of thefe
were two of inferior quality, making in all feven .
altrefles. They drew themfelves up in a line

: fronting
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fronting that fide of the {quare that was oc.cupicéw
by the ladies of quality and the chiefs. Thefe
were completely detached from the populace,.
not by any partition, buf, as 1t were, by the re-
fpectful confent of the lower orders of the aflem-
bly ;s not one of which trefpafled or produced
the leaft inconvenience. A

This reprefentation, like that before attempted
to be defcribed, was a compound of fpeaking and
finging ; the fubjedt of which was enforced by
appropriate geftures and actions. The piece was
in honor of a captive princefs, whoife name was
Crycowculleneaow ; and on her name being pro-
nounced, every one prefe:nrt, men as well as wo-
men, who wore any ornaments above their waift,
were obliged to take them off, though the cap-
tive lady was at leaft fixty miles diftant. This
mark of refpedt was unobferved by the actrefles.
whilft engaged in the performance; but the in-
ftant any one fat down, or at the clofe of the
act, they were alfo obliged to comply with this
myfterious ceremony. :

The variety of attitudes into which thefe wo-
men threw themfelves, with the rapidity of their
action, refembled no amufement in any other
part of the world within my knowledge, by a.
comparifon with which I might be enabled te
convey fome idea of the ftage effect this produced, .

' particularly
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particularly in the three firft parts, in which
there appeared much correfpondcnce and har-
mony between the tone of their voices, and the
difplay of their imbs. One or two of. the per-
formers being not quite fo perfect as the reft,
afforded us an opportunity of exercifing our
judgment by comparifon; and it muft be con-
fefled, that the ladies who moft excelled, exhi-
bited a degree of graceful action, for the attain-
ment of which it is difficult to account.

In each of thefe firft parts the fongs, attitudes,
and actions, appeared to me of greater variety
than I had before noticed amongft the people of
the great South Sea nation, on any former occa-
fion. The whole, though I am unequal to its
defcription, was fupportéd with a wonderful de-
gree of {pirit and vivacity; fo much indeed that
fome of their exertions were made with fuch a
degree: of agitating violence, as feemed to carry
the performers beyond what their ftrength was
able to fuftain; and had the performance finithed
with the third act, we fhould have retired from
their theatre with a much higher idea of the moral
tendency of their drama, than was conveyed by
the offenfive, libidinous fcene, exhibited by the
~ ladies in the concluding part. The language of
“the fong, no doubt, correfponded with the ob-

fcenity of their actions ; which were carried to a

degrecr
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degree of extravagance that was calculated to
produce nothing but difguft even 1n the moft li-
centious. '

This hooarah occupied about an hour, and
concluded with the defcending fun, it being con-
trary to law that fuch reprefentations thould
continue after that time of day. The {pectators
inftantly retired in the moft orderly manner, and
difperfed in the greateft good humour; appa-
rently highly delighted with the entertainment
they had received. But as the gratification I
had promifed on this occafion required the ab-
fence of light, and could not be exhibited to ad-
vantage until a late hour, the multitude were
permitted to re-aflemble in our neighbourhood
foon afterwards for this purpofe. |

Our exhibition commenced about feven in the
evening, and as we ftill poflefled a confiderable
variety of fire-works in a tolerably good ftate of
prefervation, an ample aflortment was provided ;
and on being thrown off, they produced from
the expecting multitude fuch acclamations of
furprize and admiration from all quarters, as may
be cafily imagihed to arife from the feelings of
perfons totally unacquainted with objects of fuch
an extraordinary nature. Tamaahmaal fired the
two firft rockets; but there were only one or
two of the chiefs who had courage fufficient to
follow his example ; and 1t was obferved amongit
g thofe
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thofe who were near us at the time, thatin thefe
apprehenfion was more predominant than plea-
fure. The whole concluded with fome excellent
Bengal lights, which illuminating the neighbour-
hood to a great diftance, almoft equal to the
return of day, fcemed to produce more general
fatisfaction than the preceding part of the exhi~
bition ; ; and on its being announced, that thelight
was thewn to conduct them fafely to their re-
fpectivc:{habitations, the crowd retired; and in
the fpace of half an hour the ufual fhillnefs of the
night was fo completely reftored, that it would
rather have been imagined there had not been a
fingle ftranger in our neighbourhood, than that
thoufands had fo recently departed.

As the number of thefe ftrangers had increaf-
ed, fo a gradual augmentation of the king’s
nightly guard had taken place ; but on this even-
ing the guards were at leaft doubled, and in
number amounted to about forty, armed with
-pallaloos and iron daggers, and ftationed in dif-
ferent places about the royal refidence.

-This having been the twelfth day’s abfence of
Mr. Menzies and his party, and having far ex-
ceeded the limits of time that 1 expected their
propofed excurflon could have required, I began
to be anxious left fome accident or indifpofition
had detained them in the interior country (being
pertectly fatisfied that there was not the leaft

| danger .
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dangér to be apprehended from the natives) efpe-
cially as T had received only one note from the
party, and that on the commencement of their
journey from the fouth point of the ifland; and
Lalthough their excurfion had not at that time
been attended with the expedition I could have
wifhed, yet I had reafon before now to have ex-

‘pected their return.
~ The period of our departure being faft ap-
proaching, in order that we might be in readi-
nefs to fail on the arrival of the party, I direéted
- that every thing fhould be prepared the next
morning, Thurfday the 20th, for emba(rking fuch
matters as we had on thore. Moft of the prin-
<ipal chiefs having, as ufual, | joined our party at
breakfaft, the higheft fatisfaction and admuatlon
was cxprefled at the exhibition that clofcd the
entertainments of the preceding day; whilft the
preparations that were making for our departurc'
occafioned a univerfal regret. It was well known
that I had already excceded the time of my n-
tended ftay, and that the hour would come when
a feparation muft inevitably take place, and pro-
bably never to meet again. Such were the to-
pics of our converfation round the breakfaft table,
when information was brought that a cartridge
box, which the fentinel had fuffered to lie care-
lefsly about, had been ftolen from on board the
Chatham, On this ‘unpleafant  circumftance
’ being
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being firft reported, Tamaakmaah feemed to be
indifferent as to its recovery ; alledging that the
{fentinel had been much in fault in not having
taken proper care of his accoutrements. His
reafoning was undoubtedly correét, and I would
willingly have paffed the tranfgreffion unnoticed,
rather than have rifked the chance of any inter-
ruption to our prefent harmony, had not the
uniform negative that I had put upon every foli-
citation from thefe people, for arms or ammuni-
tion, and which was only to be fupported by fay-
ing, that all fuch articles belonged to His Ma-
jefty King George, and that they were ftriétly
tabooed, rendered it abfolutely neceflary that I
fhould infift on the reftitution of the thin g frolen.
The converfation that this unlucky incident
produced drew for a fhort time a veil of gloom
over the cheerfulnefs which had generally pre-
vailed ; and although this was extremely unplea-
fant at fo interefling a period, it was attended
with the good effe& of ftimulating the king to
fend Kahowmotoo in queft of the cartridge box,
who, in gbout half an hour brought it to us. It
had been found in the houfe of Cavaheeroo, the
chief of the diftri®@ of Kaoo, and the principal
perfon at the village Kowrowa ; but of the thief,
who was a woman, na tidin_gs could be procured;
as fhe had either made her efcape, or was pro-
tected ander the peculjar privileges with which
that
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that village 1s endowed, in giving protection ta
offenders of various defcriptions, whilft they re-
main within its precinéts.

The accoutrement, however, being reftored,
with its contents undiminifhed and in goed order,

~all parties were inftantly reconciled, and our fo-
ciety brought back to its former ftandard of har-
mony and good fpirits; though it was appafcnt
that the latter had received {fome little check, in
confequence.of the indications of® the near ap-
proach of our departure, by the ‘removal of our
{everal matters from the fhore to the veflels.

In the afternoon intelligence was brought that
our travellers had reached the fummit of Mowna
Roa, and that they were on their way back ; but,
from the native who brought us this information,
it appeared, that they would yet be fome days
before they arrived, as they intended to return by
land, and the roads they had. to pafs were very
indifferent. ' |

Having refumed my refidence on board the
thip, I was on Friday the 21t complimented
~with g formal vifit from all the great perfonages
in the neighbourhood, except Cavaheeroo; who,
having accepted the ftolen cartridge box, 1 con-
fidered as-aﬁ acceffary 1n the theft, and on that
account I' would pot pcrmxt him to enter the
fhip.  This cxceptwn was no. fmall mortification
to his pride, nor difappointment to his intereft,

as
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as none of his aflociates returned to the fhore
‘without a handfome token of my cfteem. Ta-
maahmotoo, and his retinue, though lefs deferving
of fuch marks of attention, and with little claim
to any acknowledgment from me, were not
omitted, but received fuch prefents as their re<
fpeétive conditions and the occafion feemed to
demand. . With this party had come a daughter
of Tamaahmaah, about nine years of age. She
had not vifited us when we were here before,
nor had we ever feen her until the arrival of Ta-
maahmoteo, to whofe charge fhe had fome time
fince been entrufted for the purpofe of being
educated and brought up agreeably to the cuftom
of thefe iflands. She bore a {triking likenefs to
her father, and though far from being handfome,
had an expreflive intelligent countenance, and
was a very cheerful and engaging girl.
- All the chiefs that were expected being now
af"emblcd 1 1nqu1red of the king yhen the pro-
pofed volruntary ceflion of the ifland was to be
-confirmed. A fhort converfation immediately
took place between Tamaahmaah and fome of
his counfellors then prefent ; the refult of which
was, that as a taboo-poory was to commence on
the evening of the enfuing S‘unday, and would
contjnue until Thefday morning, they were una-
nimoully of opinign, that it would be highly
proper to cmbrace that opportunity of reconfult-
Ing
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ing the priefts, that each might be fully fatisfied
with the propricty of the meafure they were
about to adopt. Tamaahmaakh at the fame time
requefted that I would attend him at the'grand
moral during the interdiion.

This was a reply that I did not altogether like,-
nor did I expect it, as they were all convinced -
how anxious I now was to take my departure.
A final appeal to the priefts, however, I was given
to underftand, could not be difpenfed with ; and
as there was little probability of the party from
Mowna Roa returning much before that time, I
was induced to promife that I would comply with
their withes.

There appeared little reafon to believe that the
ceffion would not be made, although fome pre-
vious ceremonies were ftill wanting, before they
would be enabled to make the furrender in form,
which at this time was fixed for the following
Tuefday ; immediately after which, I informed
them, I thould fail with the land wind for T'yah-
tatooa and Toeaigh, to the former, for the pur-
pofe of more particularly examining the anchor-
age, and to the latter for the purpofe of procur-
ing fuch a further ftock of refrefhments as we
could con\?cniently take ; well knowing that we
ought to place little dependance on the precarious
'fupplyrthat Mowee, Woahoo, or the reft of the
iflands to leeward might afford. The whole of
- Vor. V, G : the
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thé patty did me the favor to fay, that they would
remain on board until we quitted Owhyhee.
I 'was very much concerned to find that my
carneft endeavors to bring about a reconciliation,
and to eftablith peace amongft thefe iflands, had
proved unfuccefsful. The mutual diftruft that
continued to exift amongft the people of the fe-
veral iflands, which I had forefeen to be the
greateft difficulty there was to combat, and which
I had apprehended would be an infurmountable
obf’cécle, had proved fatal to‘the attainment of
this defirable objet. Tmmediately on my ar-
rival here, I inquired if my letter from Mowee
had been received, and received an anfwer in the
negative. -But I was given to underftand, that
a fmall party from that ifland had arrived on the
weftern fide of Owhyhee, whofe objeét was fuf-
pected to be that of feizing on fome of the inha-
bitants there, for the purpofe of taking them
away, and of facrificing them in their religious
rites at Mowee ; and fome reports went fo far as
to affert that, this diabolical object had been ef-
fe&ed. On further inquiry, however, this fact
appeared.to be by no means eftablifhed ; as it was
pofitively infifted on by.fome, and by others as
pofitively denied. One circumftance, however,
both pgrtics agreed in, that of the people from
Mowee having been under the neceffity of making
2 hafty retreat. I could not underftand that any
: chief
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_chief was in the neighbourhood of the place
‘ ?thre‘they had landed ; and Temaahimaah him-
felf, either from a conviflion that they had been
unfairly dealt with, or that I fhould difapprove
of the fufpicious narrow policy that had influ-
enced the condu@ of his pcbplc on this occafion,
was unwilling to allow that he had been made
duly acquainted with their arrival, and was al-
ways defirous of avoiding the fubje@ in conver-
fation.

After many attempts to fix-his attention, I at
length explained to him what was the refult of
my negociation with the chiefs at Mowee; and
he then feemed to concur in opinion with me,
that the party from Mowee who had landed on -
the weftern fide of Owhyhee, could be no other
than the embafly charged with my letter, and
invefted with powers to negociate for a general
pacification. ‘

It was fome time before I was able to make
myfelf thoroughly mafter of thefe circumftances;
yet long before I had afcertained with any tole-
rable precifion what was the ftate of the bufinefs,
I was perfe@tly convinced that no overtures of
this nature would be attended with fuccefs, and
that nothing but by my paffing backwards and
forwards between the feveral iflands in the man-
ner before ftated, would anfwer any good pur-
pofe; could I have done this, 1 entertained no

G2 : doubt
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doubt of accomplithing this defirable object; but
neither our circumftances nor our time would
admit of my engaging in this tafk, particularly at
the prefent feafon of the year, when very boifter-
ous weather ufually prevails amongft thefe iflands,
againft which we fhould occafionally have been
obliged to beat to windward. Our fails, rigging,
and probably our mafts, would neceffarily have
fuffered in point of wear and tear, even fhould
we have been fo fortunate as to have avoided any
material damage by accident; and as our ftock of
thofe effential articles, even with the fupply we
had received from port Jackfon, which was very
fhort of what I had requefted, demanded the
greateft ceconomy and care to make them laft,
without fubjecting us to unpleafant and even
difaftrous circumftances, during our progrefs in
the unaccomplifhed part of our voyage; I was
under the neceflity of declining any further per-
fonal interference, notwithftanding that I was
fatisfied the happinefs and tranquillity of many
thoufands might have been fecured, at leaft for
a time, could I have undertaken this important
bufinefs.
_ This convifion did not fail to claim a great
fhare of my attention; but the execution of the
feveral important objects of our voyage that yet
remained unfinithed, and which were of an ex<
tenfive nature, compelled me to give up all
\ thoughts
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thoughts of fecondary confiderations. The com-
‘pletion -of our bufinefs that appertained to the
North Pacific Ocean, I had fo far hopes of ef-
fecting in the courfe of the enfuing feafon, that
1 had not demanded the return of the Dadalus
with a further. fupply of flores, nor indeed was
it certain that fuch a fupply could have been ob-
tained from port Jackfon; we had therefore to
rely on the difpenfations of Divine Providence,
and our own care and frugality, for the accom-
plithment of the remaining pért of our furvey
with the ftores we had {till remaining,

Tamaahmaah having become acquamted VVlth
our intended route from - Karakakooa, and being
watchful to embrace every opportunity by which
“he could continue his good offices, either for our
prefent comfort, or our future welfare, ordered
one of his principal domeftics to depart immedi-
ately for Toeaigh ; there to provide according to
his dire¢tions fuch things as we ftood in need of],
and to have them in readinefs for embarkation
on our arrival. RE

After thefe, and other lefs important arrange-
" ments'had been made relative to our departure,
the king with his companions returned to the
thore. About this time the-gentlémen made
their appcaraﬁce from Mowna Roa; having de-
{cended from the mountains in a firaight line to
the fea fhore, from whence they had returned by

G3 water ;
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water ; but had not this been their route, their
journey hither would have occupied fome few
days more. At firft fight of the travellers I re-
gretted the dc]ay I had fo recently confented
to; but it was now too late to retra&, efpecially
as, on the moft trivial occa,ﬁons, 1 had made it a. .
point to perform all promifes made to thefe people
with fcrupulous punctuality. Two or three days,
therefore, were not of fufficient importance to us
to induce my breaking in upon the arrangements
I had juft made with Tamaahmaakh; wheo would
eafily have difcovered, that no new caufe had
arifen from any alteration in our plan; and I
therefore determined to remain contented until
Tuefday, when the reftritions of the taboo were
‘to ceafe. This afforded an opportunity to fome
of the officers, whofe attention to their feveral
duties had confined them hitherto to the fea
fhore, to make a thort excurfion into the adja-
cent country, k
The building of Tamaahmaalk’s veflel was now
fo far advanced, that I confidered its completion
an eafy tafk for his people to perform under the
dire&ion of Boid, who moft probably had; by his
‘attention to our carpenters, added fome infor-
mation to his former knowledge in fhip-building.
Her frame was completely fixed, and all that re-
.maincd to be done was fome part of the plank-
mg, and fitting up her infide according to the
tafte
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tafte and fancy of -Tamaahmaah. Having no
doubt but all this would be effe&ted with little
difficulty by themfelves, on Saturday the 22d,
our carpenters were ordered to repair on ‘board
with their tools. Befides the affiftance I had af-
forded in building the hull of the veflel, I had
furnithed Tamaahmaah with all the iron work the
would further require;; oakum and pitch for
catllking, proper mafts, and a fet of {chooner fails,
with canvafs, needles, and twine to repair them
hereafter. 'With refpect to cordage;: they had a
fufficiency of their own manufacture for her rig-
ging, {choongr fathion, and every other ncccﬁ‘a,ry
purpofe.

Tamaahmaah was exccedmgly Well pleafcd
and thankful for our exertions; and it,was ex-
tremely gratifying to my feelings to refle@®, that
fuch valuable opportunities fhould ~have :offered
for beftowing this gratification upon the king,
and many eflential benefits upon his people; all
of whom were now well convinced, that ‘thefe
{uperidr advantages were only to be obtained by
the conftant exercife of t._hfi fame honefty and ci-
vility by which thefe had been fecured to them
on the prefent occafion, ... . it

Very little doubt can be entertained of the ex-
alted pleafure Tamaahmaah would enjoy in the
attainment, by honorable means, of {o defirable
an objet as his new fchooner; efpecially at thofe

G4 times, |
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times, when his mind recurring to the virtuous
caufes that had given him fo valuable a pofleffion,
he would naturally make a comparifon between
them and the criminal meafures purfued by Ta-
maahmotoe for a:{imilar acquiﬁtién; which he
had no fooner poflefled by treachery and barba-
Iify, than he was deprived of it with indelible
marks of infamy, and the lofs of his reputatlon
and charalter. ‘

On the evening of Sunday the °3d agrecably
to my promife, 1 accompanied Tamaahmaak to
the mdrai, and fubmitted to all the forms, 41'egu-'
lations, and reftri¢tions of the faboo. The cere-
monies were fimilar to thofe I had before obfery-
ed‘,'though they were more concife, lefs formal,
and attchded by fewer perfons.

I was not on this, as on the former occafion,
pure!y an 1dlc fpectator; but was in {fome degree
one of the a@ors. Whillt in the mornmg the
principal ceremonies and prajers were perform-
g, I was called upon to give'my opinion on fe-
yeral matters that were agltatcd at one time by
the kmg, and at others by the principal priefts.
Amongit thefe w as the p]‘Opl’lCtV of their remain- -
ing at peace, or makmg ‘war againft the other
iflands ? The ceffion of the ifland; and if, by
that voluntary meafure, they would be confidered
as the fubjects of Great Britain? Under this im-
preflion, in what manner ought they to conduét

themfelves
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themfelves towards all ftrangers, as wdl thofe
who might vifit them from civilized nations, as
the inhabitants of the neighbouring“”iﬂands?
With thefe, and fome other queftions of lefs im-
portance, I was Véry ferioufly interrogated ; and
I made fuch anfwers to each as was confiftent
with my own fituation, and, as T confidered, were
mott likely to tend in future to the1r happinefs
and tranquillity.

I was not prohibited in my turn from offering
my fuggeftions, or demanding their attention to
my requifitions. Anxious left the obje&' I had fo
long had in view fhould hereafter be defeated;
namely, that of eftablifhing a breed of theep,
cattle, and other European animals in thefe
iflands, which with fo much difficulty, trouble,
and concern, I had at length {ucceeded o far as
to import in good health, and in a thriving con<
dition ; I demanded, that they fhould be fabooed
for ten years, with a difcretionary power in the
king alone to appropriate a certain number of the
males of each fpecies, in cafe that fex became
predominant, td the ufe of his own table; but
that in fo doing the women fhould not be pre-
cluded parta king of them, as the intention of
their being brou THt to the ifland was for the ge-

eral ufe and benefit of every mhabltant of both »
fexes, as foon as their numbers fhould be fufh-

aently
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ciently increafed to allow of a general diftribution
amongft the people. This was unanimoufly ap-
proved of, and faithfully promifed to be obferved
with one exception only ; that with refpeét to
the meat of thefe feveral animals, the women
were to be put on the fame footing as with their
dogs and fowls; they were to be allowed to, eat
of them, but not of :the identical animal that
men had partaken, or of which they were to par-
take. Much converfation took place on thefe
different fubjeéts, when not otherwife engaged
in functions of a religious nature ; all thefe ceaf-
ing at fun-rife the next morning, I repaired on
board, and found every thing in readinefs for our
departure. -

In the forenoon of Tuefday the 25th, the king
and queen, accompanied by Terry-my-ree, the
king’s brother ; Crymamahow, half brother to the
king, and chief of the diftri& of Amakooa; Ka-
howmotoo, father to the queen, and chief of the dif-
triét of Kona ; Kavaheeroo, chief of the diftriét of
Kaow; Tianna, chief of the diftri¢t of Poona; Ta-
maahmotoo, chiet of the diftri@l of Koarra; Try-
whookee, half brother to the king, and our moft
faithful protector and purveyor at the encamp-
ment; all affembled on board the Difcovery, for
the purpofe of formally ceding and furrendering
the ifland of Owhyhec to me for his Bntannic Ma-

jettys
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jefty, his heirs and fucceflors ; there were prefent
on this occafion befides myfelf, M_r. Pugét, and
all the officers of the Difcovery.

Tamaakmaah opened the bufinefs in a: fpecch
which he delivered with great moderation and
equal firmnefs. He explained the reafons (already
ftated) that had induced him to offer the ifland
to the protetion of Great Britain ; and recounted
the numerous advantages that himfelf, the chiefs,
and the people, were likely to derive by the fur-
render they were about to make. He enume-
rated the feveral nations that fince Captain Cook’s
diicovery of thefe iflands had occafionally reforted
hither, each of which was too powerful for them
to refift ; and as thefe vifitors had come more fre-
quently to their fhores, and their numbers feemed
to increafe, he confidered that the inhabitants
would be liable to more ill treatment, and full
greater impofitions than they had yet endured, un-
lefs they could be proteted againft fuch wrongs
by fome one of the civilized powers with whofe
people they had become acquainted ; that at pre-
fent they were completely independent, under no
fort of engagement whatever, and were free to
make choice of that ftate which in their opinion
was moft likely by its attention to their fecurity
and interefts, to anfwer the purpofe for which
the propofed furrender was intended. For his
own part he did not hentate to declare the pre-

terence
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ference he entertained for the king of Great Bri-
tain, to whom he was rea&y»tﬂ acknowledge his
fubmiffion; and demanded to know who had
any ije&iori'to follow his example. ‘This pro-
duced an harangue from each of the five chiefs,
all of whom had fome ideas to offer on this im-
partant fubje& .

The warlike {pirit -and ambitious views of Ka-
howmotoo had long taught him to indulge the flat-
tering ﬂhope, that on fome future day he thould
be enabled to acqmrc the foverelgnty of Mowee.
This prompted him to fate in a fpirited and
manly fpeech, that on their becommg conne&ted
and attached to fo powerful a nation, they ought
no longer to fuffer the indignities which had been
offered to their ifland, Owbyhee, by the people
of Mowee ; he alfo candidly enumerated the of-
fences that Mowee had juftly to complain of in
_ lg'étur‘n; but as thefe bore no proportion to her
aggreflions, be contended that fhe ought to be
" chaftifed, and that when a force for their pro-
te&lon fhould be obtained from England, the firft
objed of its cmployment ought to be the con-
queft of Mowee ; atter which the care of its go-
vernment ﬂlould be intrufted to fome refpectable
chief, whofc: intereft and inclination could be de-
pended upon as being friendly towards Owhyhee.

- Kavaheeroo, a chief of a very different difpofi-
tton, content with the ftation he filled, and the
comforts
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comforts he enjoyed, looked forward with plea-
fure to the confequences that were likely to re-
fult from the adoption of the meafure propofed ;
having no doubt of its tending to their future
fafety and protection, which had now become
highly expedient in fome way to effect, and of
its being the means of producing a general paci-
fication with their relations and friends, as he
termed them, on the other iflands.

Tianna, after agreeing with Kahowsmotoo, that
Mowee ought to be chaftifed ; and with Keva-
heeroo, in the neceflity of Owhyhee being pré-
tected; propofed that fome perfons, duly autho-
rized for that purpofe, fhould refide on thore by
way of guards, and ftated that a veffel or two
would be requifite to defend them by fea. He
very judicioufly obferved further, that o great a
fimilarity exifted between the people of the four
nations with whom they were already acquainted,
but more particularly {o between the Englifh and
the Americans, that in the event of their prefent
furrender bcing accepted, and of a veflel being
fent out for their protection, they fhould be
doubtful as to the reality of fuch perfons com-
ing from England, unlefs fome of the officers
then prefent, or fome of thofe board the veflels
with whom they were acquainted, and who they
were convinced did belong to King George,
fhould return to Owhyhee with the fuccours re-

guired.
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quired. This appeared to him a meafure of fo
much confequence that it could not be difpenfed
with, for otherwife, any of the diftant nations,
knowing they had ceded the ifland to the Eng-
lih government, might fend to them fhips and
men whom they had never before feen, and
who, by aflerting they had come from England
and belonged to King George, would deceive
them into the obedience of a people aganft
whom they thould afterwards moft probably re-
volt. / |
Thefe were the prominent features in the fe-
veral {peeches made on the occafion: in every
one of which their religion, government, and
domeftic ceconomy was noticed ; and it was
clearly underftood, that no interference was to
take place in either; that Zumaahmaah, the
chiefs and priefts, were to continue as ufual to
officiate with the fame authority as before in
their refpe@ive flations, and that no alteration
in thofe particulars was in any degree thought of

or intended. ‘
"Thefe preliminaries being fully difcufled, and
thoroughly underftood on both fides, the king
repeated his former propofition, which was now
unanimouily approved of, and the whole party
declared their confent by faying, that they were
no longer Tanaia no Owhyhee , (1. e.) the people
of Owhyhee; but Tanatano Britannee, (1. e.) the
people
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people of Britain. This was inftantly mad¢
known to the furrounding crowd in their nume=
rous canoes about the veflels, and the fame ex-
preffions were cheerfully repeated throughout the
attending multitude.

Mr. Puget, accompanied by fome of the offi-
cers, immediately went on thore ; there difplaycd
the Britith colours, and took poffeffion of the
ifland in his Majefty’s name; in .conformity to
the inclination and defire of Tamaahmaah and his
fubjeds. On this ceremony being finifhed; 2 fa-
lute was fired from the veflels, after which the
following infcription on copper was depofited in
a very confpicuous place at the royal refidence.

- “On the 25th of February, 1794, Tamaah-
« maah king of Owhyhee, in council with the
« principal chiefs of the ifland, aflembled on
¢ board his Britannic Majefty’s floop Difcovery
« in Karakakooa bay, and in the prefence of
«“ George Vancouver, commander of the faid
« floop ; Lieutenant Peter Puget, commander of
“ his faid Majefty’s armed tender the Chatham ;
¢« and the other officers of the Difcovery; after

¢ due confideration, unanimoufly ceded the faid

« ifland of Owhyhee to his Britannic Majefty,
« and acknowledged themfelves to be fubjelts of
¢« Great Britain.” ‘

Such a diftribution of ufeful or ornamental
articles was now made to the principal chiefs,

their
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their favorite women, and other attendants, as
Tamaahmaak and myfelf efteemed to be fuitable
to their refpective ranks and ftations onthis me-
morable occafion. _

Thus concluded the ceremonies of ceding the
ifland of Owhyhee to the Britifh crown; but
whether this addition to the empire will ever be
of any importance of Great Britain, or whether
the furrender of the ifland will ever be attended
with any additional happinefs to its people, time
alone muft determine. It was however a mat-
ter of great fatisfa&tion to me, that this conceffion
had not only been voluntary but general ; that
it had not been fuggefted by a party, nor been
the wifh of a few, but the defire of every inha-
bitant with whom we had any converfation on
the fubject ; moft of thefe having attended the
external ceremonies, without fhewing any other-
{figns than thofe of perfe¢t approbation ; and the.
whole bufinefs having been conducted by the
king and his advifers with great fteadinefs, and
in the moft ferious manner, left me no doubt of
the fincerity of their intentions te abide firi&tly
by their engagement.

This tranfa&tion muft ever be confidered, un-
der all the attendant circumftances, as of a pe-
culiar nature; and will ferve to thew that man,
even in his rude uncultivated ftate, will not, ex-
cept from apprehenfion or the mofk prcﬂ"mg,vn»e,--

l ceffity,
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ceflity, 'voTu'ntarily deliver up to anothér»;his iégio
timate rights of territorial jUrifdi&ion.

With refpe&t to aftronomi¢al obfervations
whilft at Karakakood, our attention had been
,Pfincipally directed to the rates and errors of the
chronometers ; thefe on being landed the 214t of
January, 1794, thewed the longitude by Ken-

dall’s to be - —_— 205° 8 45"
Arnold’s No. 14, — 204 26
Ditto 176, —_ 204 1

The true longitude of Kara-
kakoo being 204° thews their
refpeétive errors ; by which Ken-
dall’s chronometer was at noon
on the 19gth of Fcbruary, 1704, ,
faft of mean time at Greenwich 3" 307 147 55
And, by twenty-fix days cor-
refponding altitudes, was found
to be gaining on mean time per
da}r at the rate of — — 15 16
Arnold’s No. 14, faft of mean
time at Greenwich, as above; 3 25 49 59
And gaining on mean time per
day at the rate of -~ 21 12
Arnold’s No. 176, faft of mean
time at Greenwich, as above, 7 38 33 50
And gaining on mean time per
 day at the rate of — 48 28
Vor. V, H Asnold’s
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Arnold’s No. 82, on board the
Chatham, faft of mean time at

Greenwich, as above, — 88 25’ 53" 597
And gaining on mean time per
day at the rate of — : 35 25

The latitude, by twenty-one meridional algi-
tudes of the fun, and three meridional altitudes
of the ftars, varying from 19° 27/ 27" to 19° 28’
27"; and differing 20" from the mean refult of
the obfervations made in the month of March,
1793, thewed by the mean refult of both years

-obfervations, the latitude to be 19° 28" 27,

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER II.

Quit Karakakooa—Vifit Tyahtatooa and Toeaigh

\ Bays—Some Defecription of the Anchorage at
thofe Places— Examine the Northern Sides of
Mowee, Woahoo, and Artowai—Obfervations on

. the Anchorage at Attowai and Onelow—Leave
the Sandwifh Iflands.

OTHING now remained to detain us in
Karakakooa bay, the memorable {pot where
Captain Cook unfortunately fell a facrifice to his
undaunted and enterprifing f{pirit. Notwith-
ftanding it had, in that melancholy inftance,
proved fatal to one of the moft illuftrious navi-
gators that the world ever produced, yet to us it
had proved an afylum, where the hofpitable re~
ception, and friendly treatment were fuch as
could not have been furpafled by the moft en-
lightened nation of the ecarth. The unremitted
attention in the fuperior clafles, to preferve good
order, and infure the faithful difcharge of every
fervice undertaken by the fubordinate defcription
of the people, produced an uniform degree of re-
fpect in their d.eportment, a cheerful obedience
to the commands they received, and a ftrict ob-
He2 fervance
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fervance and conformity to fair and honeft deal-
ing in all their commereial intercourfe. Except-
ing in the inftances of the table knives, the cen-
tinel’s cértridge—box, and a- few others of little
moment, occafioned, very probably, by our want
of difcretioh in leaving irrefiftible temptations in
their Wa);, we had little to complain of ; and fuch
circamftances®of this nature as did occur, ought
only to be confidered as reflections on the parti-
cular individuals concerned, and not as generally
charaderiftic of the whole people.-

All our friends were prepared to attend us;
fome were on board, and others were in their
canoes, ready to follow the thip as feon as the
got under fail.  This was effeéted about three in
the morning of Wednefday the 26th. Accom-
panied by the Chatham, we dire&ed our courfe,
with a light land breeze, clofe along the thore,
toward Tyahtatooa bay ; the morning was de-
lightfully pleafant, and the furrounding objeéts,
whilft they attra@ted our attention, excited alfo
our admiration. The country which, as we
pafled, rofe with' a gradual afcent from the fea
thore, feemed to be ina high ftate of cultivation.
and was interfperfed with a great number of ex-
tenfive villages; whilft our numerous compa-~
nions onr the furface of a ferene tranquil ocean,
fanned by a gentle breeze, to which fome {pread
their fails, and the reft kept up with us by lei-

furely
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furely paddling along, added confiderable beauty
to the interefting {cene, and exhibited, by this
numerous population, that wealth which the im~
proved ftate of this part of the ifland {o ftrongly
indicated. About eight o'clock we anchored in
Tyahtatooa, bay, in 15 fathoms water, fand and
rocky hottom.

According to Mr. Meares’s account of Mr.
Douglas’s voyage, this place is reprefented as
equal, 1f not fuperior, to Karakakooa, for fecure
anchorage ; but to us it appeared in a very dif-
ferent point of view, as it is formed by a {mall
bend only in the general dire¢ion of the coaft,
fcarcely deferving the name of a bay. Its north- 7
ernmoft point from us bore by compafs IN. 69
W.; the village called Ane-oo-ooa, being the
neareft fhore, N. 30 E., about half a mile dif~
tant; and the point of Kowrooa S. 22 E. The
ftation we had taken was as clofe to the land as
we could with prudence lie, and the bottom, in
all dire®ions where we founded, was a mixture
of rocks and fand. A confiderable {well rolled
in from the weftward, and by the beaten appear-
ance of the rocks that chiefly compofed the
“thore, this appeared to be in general ‘the cafe;
and for that reafon not a very eligible refting
place for fhipping. It however pofleffes an ad-
vantage with refpeét to landing, fuperior to Ka-
rakakooa. This convenience is produced By the

Haz jutting
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jutting out of two points; between thefe is a
-{mall cove, defended by fome rocks lying before
it, which break the violence of the furge, and
render the communication with the fhore very
‘commodious. The landing is on a fandy beach,
‘before a grove of cocoa nut, hread fruit, and other
trees, in the midft of which the village 1s fituated.
‘Towards the fouth part of this cove is a fpring,
which rofe very rapidly from amongft fome rocks
‘that are generally covered with the fea water ; but
when this is low, which is fometimes the cafe,
1t 1s found to produce a ftream of excellent frefh
water; and there can be no doubt, by ufing
proper means, that its current might be diverted,
and made fubfervient to the domeftic ufe of the
neighbourhood, and to wveflels refitting at Kara-
kakooa, without their being under the neceility
of fubmitting to the tardy procefs we were com-
pelled to adopt; efpecially as the diftance between
the two places is only ten miles.

" The {outhern bafe of mount Worroray forms
thefe fhores. This mountain, with Mowna Kaah,
and Mowna Roa, form each a large mafs of
elevated land, of which the ifland chiefly con-
fifts, though mount Worroray is the fmalleft.

Accompanied by Tamaahmaah, fome of the
officers, and feveral of the chiefs, I vifited the
royal refidence at this place ; which confifted of
three of the neateft conftru@ed houfes we had

 yet
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yet feen; but not having been conftantly inha-
bited for fome time paft, they were not in good
repair. This habitation of the king, like that at
Karakakooa, wasin the neighbourhood of a grand
moral, clofe to the fea fide. The morai was the
moft complete ftructure of the kind, and kept in
the greateft order and repair, of any that had
fallen under our obfervation. It was decorated
with feveral ftatues, or idols, carved out of the
trunks of large trees, and meant to imitate the
human form; but they were the moft gigantic
and prepofterous figures that can be imagined.

Having fatisfied our curiofity, we returned on
board to dinner, which was purpofely ordered of
beef and mutton, to give all the chiefs an idea
of the value of the animals I had imported, as
articles of food; our party was numerous, and
they unanimoufly agreed that both were excel-
lent. The beef, though falted, feemed to have
the preference in their opinion; the mutton was
by moft confidered to be very fimilar in 1its tafte
to the flefh of their dogs, which they very highly
efteem. The general opinion was taken by vote
on the fuperior cxcellence of mutton to dog’s
flefh, and the preference was decided in favour
of mutton, only by the cafting voice of Tamaak-
maah.

I was very anxious to quit this ftation, which is
fituated in latitude 19° 274/, longitude 203° 543,

H4 left
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left the rocky bottom fhould damage our cables;
but light breezes from the fea, fucceeded by
calms, prevented our moving until midnight,
when, with a gentle breeze from the fhore, we
proceeded ﬂpwl_y along the coaft to the north-
ward.
" In the forenoon of Thurfday the 27th, we had
a light breeze from the weftward ; with this we
fteered for the anchorage at Toeaigh, buta ﬂrong
current fettmg to the fouth-weftward, we ap-
_proached it very flowly; the weather however
was fair and pleafant, and the objeéts about us
Were Cheéfful and entertaining, notwithftanding
the adjacent fhores were uninterefting, being
chleﬂy compofed of volcamc matter, and pro-
ducing only s few detached groves of cocoa nut
trees, vuth the appearance of httle cult1vatlon,
and very few inhabitants. The deficiency of the
pbpulation on thore was amply compenfated by
the number of our friends that accompanied us
afloat in canoes of all defcrxptlons, thefe {hll
pre(ervmcr the fame orderly bebaviour and cheer-
ful good humour, our chaﬂge of fituation was
fcarcely perceivable, as the fame folc.ia,bility and
friendly intercourfe continued which had exifted
at Karakakooa. | - -
 As this cvening was to be devoted to an ap-
pointed faboo that would continue until the
i’nbming_@fthe 1t of March, the king and the reft
of
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of our friends went on fhore for the purpofe of at-
tending their rcligious duties. The weather in
the evening bemng {qually, with variable winds
and alternate calms, gave me reafon to believe it
very probable that we fhould not reach our def-
tinatjon before it was dark ; on intimating this
to Tamaalimaalh, he promifed to have & light plac-
ed in fuch a fituation, as would conduct us to it
with fafety.

It was not however until near four the next
morning, Friday the 28th, that we gained found-
ings, when we anchored in 30 fathoms water,
fandy bottom.. After it was day-light we re-
moved to the beft anchorage in this Bay, whofe
north-weft point bore by compafs N. 36 W. gnd
the morai, N. 68 E.; this isa confpicuous ob{-"
Jeft, and a good leading mark to this anchorage ;
1t 1s fituated on a barren eminence to the fouth-
ward of the village, and is to be kept in-a line
with a fmall faddle hill, on the caftern land de-
{cending from the higher parts, over the village

~of Toeaigh, on the north fide of this fpacious
open bay; Its fouth point defcending gradually
from Worroray, and forming a low point, bore
by compafs S. 31 W.; within this point on the
rifing land are fome elevated hummocks; thé
third of thefe, from the point forming a kind of°
faddle hill 1n a line with a low, projelting, black,
rocky point, in the middle of the bay, bcaring

S. 22

>
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S. 22 W., is a further direétion, and a crofs mark
for this anchorage ; from whence the watering
place lies 5. 79 E., a mile and a half diftant.
The fammit of Mowna-kaah alfo bore by com-
pafs 5. 08 E.; Mowna Roa, S.33 E.; and Wor-
roray, S. 5 W. - In this fituation the depih of-
water was 25 fathoms, the bottom a ftiff clay,
‘and good holding ground; incommoded by the
patch'of rocky bottom, ftated on our former vifit
to be at the depth of 10 fathoms only; but ona
more minute fearch, this was now difcovered to
fhoal fuddenly, and the depth to decreafe to 7,
4, and 3 fathoms, about the fourth of a mile to
the fouth-weftward of the ftation we had taken;
and confequently to be a very great inconveni-
ency to the roadftead, which at beft, in my opi-
nionm, is but a very indifferent one ; being intirely
expofed to the north-weft winds, and the weftern
oceanic {well, which beats with great violence
on the reefs that encompafs the thores. Thefe
reefs firetch out a mile or upwards, leaving be-
tween them and the land a narrow channel, that
affords comfortable and commodious landing for
{mall boats and canoes; but the landing is at too
great a diftance from the place of anchorage to
allow of protecting any dcbarkation from the
fhip.

The only circumftances that feem to render
this a defirable ftopping place, are the run of

water,
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‘water, which however does not conftantly flow;
and the probability of procuring refre(hments,
from its contiguity to the fertile, and populous
weftern part of the diftri¢t of Koaarra, and the
plains of Whymea, lying behind the land that
conftitutes this part of the fea coaft,

The country rifes rather quickly from the fea
fide, and, fo far as it could be fcen on out ap-
proach, had no very promifing afpect; it formsa
kind of glacis, or'inclined plane in front of the
mountains, immediately behind which the plains
of Whymea are ftated to commence, which are
reputed to be very rich and productive, occupying
a fpace of feveral miles in extent, and winding
at the foot of thefe three lofty mountains far into
the country. In this valley 1s a great tralt of
luxuriant, natural pafture, whither all the cattle
and fheep imported by me were to be driven,
there to roam unreftrained, to ‘¢ increafe and
multiply” far from the fight of ftrangers, and
confequently lefs likely to tempt the inhabitants
to violate the facred promife they had made;
the obfervance of which, for the time ftipulated
in their interdiion, cannot fail to render the
extirpation of thefe animals a tafk not cafily to
be accomplithed.

This day being devoted to their holy rites, the
king, with_all the provincial chiefs, remained in
facred retirement. The fame caufe operated to

deprive
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deprive us of the fociety of our other vifitors, par-
ticularly the females, who are on no account
permitted to be afloat on thefe occafions.

The next morning, Saturday, March the 1},
the king, with all our friends, were again about
the veflels. In the courfe of the day a further
proof of the liberality of Tamaahmaal’s difpofi-
tion was given, by his prefenting us with near
an hundred hogs of the largeft fize, and as great
a quantity of vegetables as both veflels could well
difpofe of ; with offers of a further fupply if thefe
were infufficient. ‘ o

It was my intention to have failed with the
Iand wind in the evening, but Tamaahmaah
pointing out that {ince Thurfday his engagements
on thore had totally deprived him of our fociety;
firft by his attendance on their religious ceremo-
nies, and afterwards in procuring and fending us
the fupplies we required ; and foliciting, at the
fame time, in the moft earneft manner, that the
laft day fhould be dedicated to the enjoyx;fient of
each other’s company, I was induced to remain
the following day, to prove to him that there
was no indulgence in my power, compatible with
my duty, that I would not grant, in return for
the friendthip and regard he had on all occafions
manifcfted towards us, and that in the moft
princely and unlimited manner, - '

The fucceeding day, Sunday the 2d, was con-

{cquently



1704.] ROUND THE WORLD. 10g

fequently paffed in receiving farewell vifits, and
making farewell ackhowledgments to our nu-
merous friends; who all exprefled the high fa-
tisfaction they had experienced during our refi-
dence amongft them, and the deep regret they
felt at our departure from the ifland ; after which
they were feen to fteal away gently and reluc-
tantly from a {cene that had afforded them fo
many valuable acquirements, and fo much pleaf-
ing entertainment. By fun-fet nearly the whole
group was difperfed in the feveral direétions to
which their inclinations or neceffities led. The
occurrences of this day did not pafs over without
producing fome impreffions on our fenfibility,
from the repeated ardent folicitations that we
would come back to them again, and from the
undifguifed fincerity of the withes and prayers
that were offered up for our future happinefs and
profperity.

As our departure was to take place with the.
firft breeze from the land, Tamaahmadk and his
queen, unwilling to take leave until the very lafk
moment, remained on board until near midnight,
when they departed, with hearts too full to ex-
prefs the fenfations whicl the moment ot {epa-
ration produced in cach ; with them their honeft
and judicious counfellors Young and Davis re-
turned to the thore. The good fenfe, modera-
tion, and propriety of conduét in thefe men, daily

mcreafed
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increafed their own refpectability, and augment-
ed the efteem and regard, not only of the king
and all his friends, but even of thofe who were
profefledly adverfe to the exifting government,
and who confequently were at firft inimical to
their intereft.

As it was a great uncertainty whether we thould
or thould not return again to thefe iflands, I had
given thefe two worthy characters their choice
of taking their paflage with me to their native
country, or of remaining on the ifland in the
fame f{ituation which they had fo long fiilled with
credit to themfelves, and with fo much fatisfac-
tion to the king and the reft of the principal
people. After mature confideration, they pre-
ferred their prefent way of life, and were defirous
of continuing at Owhyhee; obferving, that being
deftitute of refources, on their return home,
(which, however, they fpoke of in a way that
did honor to their hearts and underflandings)
they muft be again expofed to the viciffitudes of
a life of hard labour, for the purpofe of merely
acquiring a precarious fupply of the moft com-
mon neceflaries of life; objeéts which, for fome
years paft, had not occafioned them the leaft
concern. Nor was it probable that they would
be Liable hereafter to any fort of inconvenience
in thofe refpeés; for, befides the high reputa-
tion, and univerfal good opinion they had ac-

quired
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quired amongft all clafles of the inhabitants, they
were now confidered in the light of chiefs, and
each of them poflefled a confiderable landed pro-
perty. Here they lived happily, and in the greateft
plenty; and, to their praife be it {poken, the prin-
cipal obje& they feemed to have in view was, to
corre&, by gentle means, the vices, and encou-
rage, by the moft laudable endeavors, the virtues,
of thefe iflanders; in this meritorious undertak-
ing they had evidently made fome progrefs, and
there are reafonable grounds to believe, that, by
fteadily purfuing the fame line of condud, it will
in time have a due influence on the gencral cha-
racter of thefe people. From wus they received
every attention that could ferve to raife them in
the eftimation of the natives; and fuch an af-
fortment of ufeful articles for promoting their
comforts, as it was in our power to afford.

Our faithful fhipmate Terehooa, who, to the
laft moment, conducted himfelf with the greateft
integrity and propriety, was alfo left very advan-
tageoully fituated under the proteétion of the
king and his old mafter Kahowmatoo, with a large
affortment of ufeful implements, and ornamental
articles; and being firmly attached to Young
and Davis, to whom he could be very ufeful,
and who had it in their power to ferve him in
return, his future profpedts in life feemed to have
been much improved by his excurfions in the.

' ‘ Dif'covcry,
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Difcovery, of which he feemed very fenfible; and

which he gratefully acknowledged. |
Thus ¢oncluded our tranfactions at Owhyheé,
to which we bade adieu about three in the morn-
ing of Monday the 3d of March, very highly in-
debted for our reception, and the abundant re=
frethments we had procured. Thefe eflential
comforts I thould have entertained no doubt
would, in future, have been adminiftered to all
yifirors who fhould conduct themfelves with
common honefty and proper decorum, had we
not left behind us a banditti of renegadoes, that
had quitted diffcrent trading veflels 1n confe-
quence of difputes with their refpective com-
manders, who had reforted to this ifland fince the
preceding year, under American or Portuguefe
colours. Amongft them was one Portuguefe, one
Chinefe, and one Genoefe, but all the reft ap-
peared to be the fubjects of Great Britain, as
feemed alfo the major part of the crew of the
brig Wafhington, although they called them{elves
Americans. Thefe latter perfons, in the cha-
racter of failors, amounting to fix or feven in
number, had taken up their abode with different
chiefs of {fome power and confequence, who ef=
teemed thefe people as great acquifitions, from
their knowledge of fire-arms; but as no one of
them could produce any teftimonials of their for-
mer good conduct, or even make out a plaufible,
character
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“character for himfelf or his comrades, it is much
to be apprehended they may be the means of
creating inteftine commotions, by inciting the
jealoufy, and furthering the ambitious views of
the haughty chiefs, with whom they are refident..
Their machinations to the prejudice of the exift-
ing government, however, will prove ineffectual,
~unlefs they thould be able to elude the watchful
attention of Young and Davis; who are both
well aware of the danger they ought to be pre-
pared to meet; and whofe fidelity to Tamaah-
maakh, I had evcry reafon to believe, was not of a
nature to be fhaken by the moft flattering temp-
tations.

That thefe apprehenfions were well founded T
could not entertain the leaft doubt; for foom
after my arrival at Owhyhee, I received, by
Young, a letter from Mr. William Brown, com-
manding the Butterworth of London, complain=
ing heavily of a fimilar fet of vagabonds, refiding
at Woahoo and at Attowat, who had, at the lat-
ter place, taken up arms in fupport of an inferior
chief, againft the authority of Tuio and Tiseeree,
the fovereigns of that ifland ; and had fo far for-
gotten their allegiance, and the rules which hu-
manity, juftice, and common honefty prefcribe,
as to concert, with the natives of Attowai, a plan
for the capturing of an American brig, called the
Hancock. This was to have been effected by

Vor. V. I feuttling
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fcuttling her under water, which would induce
the crew to fuppofe fhe had fprung a very bad
leak; when thefe renegadoes were to advife her
being hauled on fhore, for the purpofe of faving
from her as much as poffible ; and when 1n this
fituation the would be compfete]y in the power,
and at the difpofal, of the natives. But, happily
for thofe in the veflel, although fhe was near
finking, in confequence of a hole cut in her
counter by fome unknown hand, the reft of the
diabolical fcheme was deteéted before the con-
trivers had time or opportunity to carry it into
execution, and by the exertions of the crew the
veflel was faved. ‘ ‘

Mr. Brown ftated further, that by the bad ad-
vice, and far worfe example, of thefe people, the
natives of moft of the leeward iflands had arrived
at fuch a degree of daring i'nfolcnce, as rendered
any communication with them from fmall vef-
fels, or even anchoring near the fthores, highly
dangerous; and that he trufted it might be
within the limits of my authority to take from
thefe iflands fuch improper and dangerous affo-
ciates. ‘

I reprefented in the ftrongeft terms to Tamaak-
maah all the bad confequences that were likely to
refult from thofe people remaining on Owhyhec;
but no arguments could prevail upon him or the
chiefs, to deliver them up.  Their knoviledge in
' - - the
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: the ufe and management of fire-arms, made their
fervices of fuch importance, that it was evident
nothing but compulfion would have any effelt;

and to have reforted to {fuch a meafure, in which

I was by no means certain how far I thould be
juftifiable, would neceflarily have produced a

breach, and deftroyed that harmony which we

had taken fo much pains to eftablith, and care
to preferve. ~“In addition to which, thefe people
were ftated to poflefs landed property in the
ifland, and to have conformed to the laws, both
civil and religious. Nor had any fpecific charge
been exhibited againft the feven failors living on

Owhyhee, like that produced by Mr. Brown

againit thofe at Attowai and Woahoo.

With Kavaheeroo alfo refided a perfon by the
name of Howell, who had come to Owhyhee in
the capacity of a clerk on board the Wathington;”
he appeared to poflefs a good underftanding, with
the advantages of an univerfity education, and
had been once a clergyman in England, but had
now fecluded himfelt from European fociety : {o
that with Young, Davis, and Boid, there were
now ¢leven white men on the ifland; but, ex-
cepting from thefe latter, I much fear that our
Owhyhean friends will have little reafon to re-
joice in any advantages they will receive from
their new civilized companious. '

To Young and Davis | deitvered fuch telti-

12 monials
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monials of their good condu& as I confidered
them fully intitled to, for the purpofe of fecuring
to them the refpe@ and confidence of future vi-
fitors, who would be warned by them of the
1nares and dangers they were liable to, from the
evil-difpofed, civilized or favage inhabitants of
the country.

The land wind blew faintly, and our progreﬁ
from Owhyhee was fo flow, that an opportunity
was offered to a few Tmall canoes from the thores
of Koaarra to vifit us as we paffed; but we did
not recognize any of the chiefs, or our former ac-
quaintances. Towards noon the fea breeze reach-
ed us, with which we ftood te windward, in or-
der to pafs to the north of the eaft point of Mowee;
this engaged our time until afternoon on the fol-
lowing day, Tuefday the -4th, when we bore away
along the north fide of that ifland. :

In this route we fell in with the fouth-eaft
fide of Mowee, near to the ftation where our fur-
vey had commenced the preceding year ; and in
beating round the weftern part of the ifland,
which does not terminate in a projecting point,
but forms a large rounding promontory, we very
anxioufly looked out for the harbour mentioned
by Captain King, as reported by the natives to
exift in that neighbourhood; but nothing was
feen that could warrant fech a reprexentatlon,
excepting two {mall open coves, fituated on each

fide
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fide of the eaftern extremity of the ifland ; thefe,
anfwering all the purpofes of the inhabitants with
their canoes, probably induced them to fuppofe
that fuch accommodations were all we required.
Off this eaftern extremity, which, according to
our cbfervations, 1s fituated in latitude 20° 442,
longitude 203° 58’, and bearing by compafs from
the north-weft point of Owhyhee, N. 7 W. at
the diftance of nine leagues, lies a fmall iflet,
with fome rocks between it and the fhore. To
the north of this iflet is a remarkably elevated
hummock, rifing almoft perpendicularly from
the fea, but gradually defcending in a flope in
land ; it was covered with a pleafing verdure, and
“occupied by feveral houfes, but deftitute of trees
or thrubs. The adjacent country, which was
moderately elevated, prefented a fertile appear-
ance, and feemed to be thickly inhabited, as far
back as the foot of thofe mountains that compofe
the caftern part of the ifland. As we pafled this
rounding promontory, fome detached rocks were
noticed lying about half a mile from the fhore,
along which we failed at a diftance from two to
four miles, and found it a little indented, and
chiefly compofed of fteep rugged cliffs.

The wind being light, enabled a few of the
natives to vifit us during the afternoon, but they
had little with them to difpofe of; in the even-
ing they returned home, and at dark we hauled

I3 off
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off the fhore in order to preferve our ftation for
continuing our furvey. The next morning,
Wednefday the 5th, we again ftood in for the
land, paffing the deep bay that bounds the north-
ern fide of the ifthmus, which conneéts the two
lofty ranges of mountains that form the ifland of
Mowee. A very heavy furf beat on the low
fandy fhores of the bay, from whence ‘a few of
the natives, as ill appointed for barter as the for-
mér, paid us a vifit.

From thefe people we underftood that Tireeree
was at YWoahoo, and that Twio was at Morotoi ;
but that Namahanna, who 1n the abfence of Ti-
teecree had been left in charge of the government,
accompanied by three or four other chiefs and
fome inferior people, were unfortunately in' a
Loufe that contained the major part of the gun-
powder Tifeeree poffefled, when it took fire and
blew up. By this accident Namahanna, with
two other chiefs and fome of the people, had
been killed, and all the reft had been very badly
wounded. This houfe appeared, by their ac-
count, to have been appropriated by Tirceree as a
magazine; that the accident had happened only
a few days before our arrival, and that fome of
the perfons who had been hurt had fince died of
their wounds.

A fine breeze from the M. B, with clear and
pleafant weather, brought us by noon up to the

rorth-
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north-weft pont of Mowee. The obferved la-
titude at this time was 21° 7/, longitude 203° 23/,
The point bore by compleﬁ. 8 W. diftant four
miles; off this Jay an iflet and fome rocks, at a
fmall diftance from the thore, which 1s fteep and.
cliffty. ~ Having thus completed our intended fur--
vey of Mowee, we ftood over, and brought to
within about half a league of the north-caft point
of Morotoi, in the expetation cof feeing Taio g
for whom, as well as for Tvrecree, I had referved
fome theep, for eftablithing the breed in each of
the iflands. Tass, we had underftood, refided
fomewhere hereabouts, and fome of the natives
who came off to us repeated this intelligence, but
added that the day being taboo poory, it was im-
poffible we fhould receive a vifit from him.

We continued nearly ftationary for three hours
in the hope of obtaining fome vegetables, but
none were to be procured ; at five we made fail,
and as the Chatham the preceding year had ex-
amined the north fide of this ifland, our courfe
was dire@ed for the north-eaft fide of Woahoo ;
which, at day-light the fucceeding morning,
Thurfday the 6th, bore by compafs from W. to
S. 27 W. and Morotai, frem §. 32 E. to S. 45 E,
We continued our {urvey from what we had for-
merly examined on the {fouthern past of this fide
of the ifland, and fhortly after noon we pafied
its north point; which, according to our obfer-

' ’ Ia vations,
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vations, is in latitude 21° 421/, longitude 202" 1%
the former being three miles further fouth, and
the latter fourteen miles further Wﬁf’c, than the
fituation of that point as laid down by Captain
King; our prefent {urvey, however, correfponded
with our former obfervations, as to the pofition
of the fouth-eat point of Woahoo; and made
this fide of the ifland four miles longer than Cap-
tain King’s delincation, and agreed better with
our eftimated diftance bvetwcc_n‘Woa‘hoo and At-
towai. In every other refpe¢t our examination
confirmed the remarks of Captain King; except-
ing, that in point of cultivation or fertility, the
Cduntry did not appear in fo flourifhing a ftate,
nor to be fo numeroufly inhabited, as he repre-
fented it to have been at that tifne,_ occafioned
moft ‘probably by the conftant hoftilities that had
exifted fince that period.

My intenticns were to have ftopped near the
run of water off which ‘the Refolution and Dif-
covery had anchored, called By the natives Why-
mea, and rendered memorable by the fatal catai-
trophe that had awaited the commander and
the aftronomer of the Deadalus. Here I was in
expc&ation of procuring an interview with Ti-
feeree, who we had been informed was then in
this neighbourhood ; “but learning from a few of
the mhabitants, who vifited us in a fmall, thabby,
fingle canog, that he was gone to, Whyteete, and

there
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there being at this time a very heavy north-weft
fwell that broke inceffantly, and with great vio-
lence, on all the adjacent thores, to which, from
their greatly expofed fituation, they {feemed very
Liable; and having alfo finithed our furvey, we
quittcd Woahoo, and dire&ted our courfe to-
wards the north-eaft part of Attowai, which at
day-light in the morning of Friday the 7th, bore
by compafs from N, 84 W. to S. 40 W. Aswe
approached its thores, the fame influence was
felt from a northerly current, as we had before
experienced ; but the wind being to the fouth-
ward, i1t did not prevent our paffing to the north
of the ifland, which, at noon, bore by compafs
from S. 756 W. to S. 25 E.; and the north-eaft
extremity of the ifland, extending from the forked
hill mentioned on our laft vifit hither, S. 13 E.,
- diftant three miles and a half. In this fituation
the obferved latitude was 22° 15/, longitude
200° 36’. Here we rejoined the American brig
Wathington, which had failed with us from Ka-
rakakooa, but had direé&ted her courfe to the
fouthward of the iflands, for Whytecte in Woa-
hoo, where fhe had remained five days. Amongft
other articles that Mr. Kendrick had procured
whilft there, was eighty pounds weight of very
fine bees wax, that had dritted by the {ea on to
the fhores of. that ifland, and had very recently
been picked up by the rmatives; and I now un-

derftood
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derftood that fome pieces had alfo been procured
from the natives of the other iflands by Mr. Ken-
drick, who in a great meaflure confirmed the ac-
count contained in Mr. Brown’s letter to me, of
the very improper condud@ of the merchant fea-
men who had deferted, or otherwife quitted the
veflels to which they had belonged, for the pur-
pofe of refiding amongft thefe iflanders. In this
number were fome whom we had formerly left
at Attowal, but he now feemed to be determined
that they thould no longer remain on that ifland.

* The wind during the afternoon was light and
varieble, confequently we made little progrefs.
In the courfe of the day we procured a fmall fup-
ply of hogs‘, yams, and vegetables. At fun-fet
a fmall iflet Iying near the fhore, and fituated
trom the north-eaft point of the ifland N. 55 W,
fix miles and a half diftant, bore by compafs
S. 33 W., about two miles from us, and the
thores of the ifland, which are alternately cliffs
and beaches, bore from S. 50 E. to S. 71 W.

The night was pafled as ufual in preferving
our ftation, and in the morning of Saturday the
8th, we again ftood in for the land; about eight
o'clock we were off a {mall deep bay ; its eaft
point lies from the above Mlet wei?, diffant four
miles ; this bay is nearly half 2 league wide, and
about the fame depth; but being expofed to the
viclence of the north-wefterly winds, and the

cceanic
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oceanic fwell, 1s ineligible for fhipping, and
therefore we did not examine it further ; but con-
tinued our route with a fine breeze from the IN. E.,
at the diftance of ‘about two miles from the thore,
pafling fome rocks and breakers, that extend a
{mall diftance from the weft point of the bay;
where the coaft of Attowai affumes a very rug-
-ged and romantic appearance, rifing fuddenly to
Iofty abrupt cliffs, that jet out into a variety of
fteep, rugged rocky points, apparently deftitute
of both foil and verdure, but terminating nearly
in umform even fummits, on which, as well as
in the vallies or chafms that were formed be-
tween the points, were fmall patches of lively
green that produced a very fingular effect. This
fort of coaft continued to the north-weft point of
“the ifland. As we approached this point, the re-
gular trade wind being intercepted by thefe lofty
fhores, we were retarded by light variable breezes,
and were frequently becalmed. At noon the ob-

ferved latitude was 22” 127, longity ude 200° 10’
The ifland of Onehow bore by compafs from S
34 W. to S. 44 W.; Orechooz, 5. 51 W.; and
Attowal, from N. 78 E. to 8. g E.; 1ts north-
weft point being the neareft fhore, 5. 37 E,, dif«
tant three miles. From this point the Poubntx'y
aflumed a very different afpect; it defcended fud-
denly from the mountains, and terminated in a

low fandy thore, fomewhat diverfified. by em
nences,
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nences, and a few fcattered habitations, but
wearing a fteril and defolate appearance.

In the afternoon we were favored with a
| gentle northerly breeze, which by fun-fet brought
us to the weft point of the ifland, {ituated, ac-
cording to our obfervations, in latitude 22° 4/,
fongitude 200° 10% off which extends a reef of
rocks, about half a mile from the thore.

Having now completed the furvey of Atto-
wai, we met the regular trade wind, with which
we ftood to windward for Whymea bay, in that
ifland ; where, at nine in the morning of Satur-
day the gth, we anchored in 23 fathoms, foft
bottom, and moored with a cable each way ; the
points of the bay bore by compafs from N. 77 W.
to S. 65 E.; the nver S. 35 E., diftant half a
league. Here we again met the Wathington ;
Mr. Kendrick, having beaten round the eaft end
of the ifland, had arrived two days before us.

Qur arrival was foon known, and we were
early vifited by many of our former friends and
acquaintances.  Amongft the number were the
two youhg women I had brought from Nootka
and {fettled here; during our late abfence they
had been treated with great kindnefs and civility,
yet they were both very apprehenfive that, on
our finally quitting thefe feas, the attentive be-
haviour they had hitherto experienced would be
difcontinued. I however embraced the firft op-

» | portunity
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portunity of obté.ining from all the principal
chiefs the moft folemn aflurances of the contrary.

We found Enemo, who had now changed his
name to Wakea, {hll alive, and though in a fome-
what better ftate of health than when we laft left
him, he was yet in a moft deplorably emaciated
condition.

Since our late departure, Enemo had attempted
to acquire the fupreme authority in the govern-
ment of thefe iflands, independent of Zireeree
and Taio. 'To effect this obje¢t he had been
affifted by Mr. Kendrick’s people, and the reft of
the European and American rencgadoes; on
whofe fupport and knowledge in the ufe of fire-
arms he had placed the greateft reliance, and had
been induced to declare and confider his inde-
pendency as certain.  Thefe proceedings foon
reached the ear of 7ireecrez, who fent a chicf and
a party of men to inquire the caufe of {o fudden
an alteration, and to know if it were counte-
nanced by the chiefs and people of the ifland,
amongft whom the régcnt had not been confi-
dered as very popular. But the intentions of
thefe unfortunate people being fuppofed to be
hoftile to the interefts or views of Ewemo, they
were met as they approached the fhore, and,
without any previous inquiry into the nature of
their errand, were oppofed by a fmall party of
Enemo’s adherents conducted by the renegadoes,

who,
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who, with their mufkets drove them with gteat
flaughter from the ifland, and purfued them in
“their flight until they left very few to relate the
unfortunate iffue of their embafly to Titeeree;
and the untimely fate of thofe who had fallen,
to their inquiring relations and friends. This me-
lancholy event would not, moft probably, have
happened, had not thefe ftrangers advifed and
affifted in the perpetration of this diabolical and
unprovoked barbarity ; in extenuation of which
they plead, that they were compelled to act this
favage part in order to preferve the good opinion
of, and keep themiclves in favor with, the chief.

The Butterworth arriving at Woahoo fhortly
after the return of this unfortunate expedition,
Titeerce {olicited Mr. Brown to take him to At-
towai for the purpofe of effeéting, in an ami-
cable way, an accommodation with this rebel-
lious chief. 'With this Mr. Brown complied, and
after an explanatory interview on board his fhip,
all matters were compromifed tc the mutual fa-
tisfaction of both pariies; and fince that period
the ifland has enjoyed tranguillity, though it ftill
remained under the government of FEnemo as
regent. .

But to return. We received an earl)‘f vifit
from Enemo and Tamooerrie, accompanicd only
by a few chiefs, but by a great number of wo-
men, who were, for the moft part, of fome

confequence,
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confequence, and attendants on his court. From
the regent and prince I received a prefent of a
few indifferent hogs, though, according to their
aflertions, they were fome of the beft on the
ifland. The ftock of thefe animals, they faid,

by the great demand from the trading veflels for
them fcr fome time paft, had been much re-
duced ; and judging from the fmall number that
were brought for fale, we had no reafon to dif-
credit their information. A fupply of vegetables
was what we had principally depended upon pro-
curing here, and in this expeltation 1t appeared
we were likely to be more fuccefsful; though
the yams, by far the beft fpecies for fea ftore,
were alfo very fcarce. ‘

During the afternoon the trade wind blew a
very {trong gale ; it moderated for a few hours in
the evening, but in the night was attended by
heavy gufts from the N. N, E. A continuance
of this weather, although it did not prevent,
much retarded the natives, in their paflage from
the thore to the fhips with the {fupplies we re-
quired, until the afternoon’ of the 11th; when
it becoming more moderate, I paid my refpeéts
to the regent at his refidence on fhore, 11 con-
fequence of an invitaticn to an evening amufc-
ment, which, from the defeription of 1t by the
natives, was very different from thofe I had be-
fere attended.

Having
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Havingz been difappointed in feeing Titeeree or
Taio, I took this opportunity of depofiting with
FEnemo the breeding ﬂleepl had intended for thofe
chiefs; giving him to underftand, that In pro-
portion as they multiplied they were to be dif-
tributed 'amongft the other iflands; and the pro-
duce of them were put under the fame refiric-
tions as I had exated at Owhyhee; with all
which, himfelf, and the chiefs then prefent, very
{erioufly promifed to comply. »

On our arrival at the place of exhibition, we
found the performers affembled, confifting of a
numerous throng, chiefly of women, who were
dreffed 1n their various coloured clothes, difpofed
with a good cffe¢t. The entertainment confifted
of three parts, and was performed by three dif-
ferent parties confifting of about two hundred
women 1n each, who ranged themielves in five
- or fix rows, not ftanding up, nor kneeling, but
ratber fitting upon their haunches, One man
only advanced a few feet before the centre of the
front row of the ladies, who feemed to be the
hero of the piece, and, like a flugal man, gave
tone and action to the entertainment.  In this
{ituation and pofture they exhibited a variety of
geftures, almoft incredible for the human bady
fo circumftanced to perform. The whole of
this numerous group was in perfet unifon of
voice and action, that it were impoffible, even

to
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to the bend of a finger, to have difcerned the
leaft variation. Their voices were melodious, and
their. actions were as innumerable as, by me,
they are undefcribable ; they exhibited great eafe
and much elegance, and the whole was executed
with a degree of correctnefs not eafily to be ima-
gined.  This was particularly ftriking in one
part, where the performance inftantly changed
from a loud full chorus, and vaft agitation in the
countenances and geftures of the altors, to the
moft profound filence and compofure; and in-
ftead of continuing in their previous eredt atti-
tude, all fell down as 1t were lifelefs, and in their
fall buried themfelves under their garments; con-
veying, in fome meafure, the idea of a boifterous
ocean becoming fuddenly tranquillized by an in-
ftant calm. The great diverfity of their figured
drefles on this occafion had a particularly good
effect; the feveral other parts were conduited
with the fame corre@nefs and uniformity, but
were lefs eafy to defcribe. There appeared to be
much variety and little repetition, not only 1in
the a&ing of the refpeétive fets, but in the whole
of the three parts; the performers in which, could
not amount to lefs than {ix hundred perfons. This
hoorah was completely free from the difgufting
obfcenity exhibited in the former entertainments,
which I have before had occafion to notice. It
was conducted through every part with great life

. Vor.V. K and
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and vivacity ; and was, without exception, the
moft pleafing amufement of the kind we had
feen performed in the courfe of the voyage. .

The fpectators, who were as numerous as at
Owhyhee, were in their beft apparel, and all rc-
tired very peaceably after the clofe of the per-
formance, about the fetting of the fun.

All our friends feemed to be much gratified
with the applaufe we had beftowed, and the fa-
tisfaltion we exprefled at the great fkill, dexte-
rity, and tafte of the performers. This enter-
tainment was ftated to be in compliment to the
pregnancy of one of the regent’s wives, and that
it would frequently be repeated until the was
brought to bed; which event was expeted to
take place in about three months.

In return for the amufement we had desiv ed,
we entertained the multitude after it was dark in
our way, by a difplay of fire-works, which as
ufual were received with great fu‘riarizc and ad-
miration.

The weather being more fettled, on the fol-
lowing day, Wednefday the 12th, we completed
our water; and having procured a few hogs,
with a tolerable fupply of vegetables, our in--
tended departure was made known to the regent
prince and the reft of the chiefs; who, en re-
“cetving fuch prefents as their ferwces had de-
manded or the occafion required, all took their

leave,
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leave (excepting one or two who propofed to
accompany us to Onehow) with every exprefiion -
of the-moft friendly regard and attachment, and
with repeated folicitations for our {peedy return.

For the purpofe of procuring a fea ftock of
yams, which we were given to underftand by the
natives might be readily obtained at Onchow,
we quitted Attowal in the morning of the 13th,
and direéted our courfe to that ifland.

By our feveral vifits to Attowai, we had found
that the roadftead of Whymea was much con-
fined in refpeét of fafe anchorage ; for although
the Difcovery’s cables had not been injured by a
foul bottom, yet the Chatham, in March 1792,
when anchored in 30 fathoms water at only a
convenient diftance to the north-weft of the
Difcovery, on a bottom of foft mud, had both
her cables much fretted and damaged by the
rocks at the bottom ; and not far to the ealtward
of our eafternmoft anchor was found alfo a patch
of rocky bottom, in fome places not deeper than
four fathoms, though furrounded by a depth of
from 30 to 40 fathoms.

Although a fituation more convenient to the
thore, in alefs depth of water and with a muddy
bottom, might have been taken within the Dif=
covery’s ftation, and is to be found by keeping
the fteep banks of the river not fhut in, but juft
a little open; yet, from the lurking patches of
' Kz ' rocks
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rocks that have been found near the fame fort of
bottom, it is evident that great caution thould be
obferved to avoid thofe hidden dangers; which
may ferve to account for the cables of former
veflels having been cut through, without re-
forting to an operation which appears to me in-
credible, and I believe impoffible to have been
effeéted.

It had been pofitively afferted, and I doubt
not as pofitively believed, that the natives were
capable of diving to the depth of 40 fathoms,
and there cutting through a twelve or fourteen
inch cable; they have not only been fufpected
and accufed of accomplithing this tafk, but have
been fired upon by fome whofe cables have been
fuppofed to be thus injured; an aét not to be
juftified by common humanity, or common {enfe.
Thefe people are however very expert {fwimmers,
and almoft as dexterous as fith in the water, but
their efforts are chiefly confined to the furface,
though fome of them dive excedingly well, yet’
they are not capable of defcending to fuch a
depth, or of remaining under water a fufficient
time to cut through a cable.

One of the beft divers of the country in fd-
maalimaak’s eftimation, I faw endeavour at Ka-
rakakooa to recover a caulking iron that had
been dropped in 12 fathoms water; and in order
to induce his utmoft exertion, a great reward was

offered
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offered to him if he fucceeded; but after two
unfuccefsful attempts he was fo tired and ex-
‘haufted, that he was unable to make a third trial
then, though he promifed to renew his exertions
the next day ; the fame reward was then again
offered to him, but he could not be prevailed
upon to make another effort, and the caulking
iron remained at the bottom.

About two 1n the afternoon we anchored off
the weft fide of Onehow, in 18 fathoms water,
foft fandy bottom; the north-weft point of the
ifland bearing by compafs N. 25 E., half a league
diftant; the neareft thore E. S. E., about a mile
and a quarter; its weft point S.15 E.; Tahoo-
rowa S. 43 W.; and the outer part of the reef
that extends from the north-weft point of One-
how, N. 8 E. .

In the evening, Mr. Puget, whom I had .di-
reéted to examine the north-weft fide of this
ifland in the Chatham, joined us, and acquainted
me that the Chatham was very crank.

We had now accomplifhed our furvey of the
Sandwich iflands ; and as our expetations were
difappointed in -the promifed fupply of"yams, in
the evening of Friday the 14th we teok our lgave
of Onehow.

In the fituation where we had anchored, our
cables had not received any damage; but the
Chatham, at anchor near us, hooked a rock

K3 under
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under water, which engaged them fome time,
and was with difficulty cleared; after great
danger of lofing the anchor, as the cable was
‘nearly chafed through by the rocks. It is here
neceffary to remark, that although this ftation
has been the general rendezvous of the {everal
veflels that have reforted hither, for the yams
and other refrethments that Onehow. once af-
forded, it is in all refpeéts greatly inferior to the
place of our anchorage on our former vifit; the
bottom here being at a greater depth, and very
rocky, and the fituation open, and expofed to all
the violence of the north and north-weft winds,
and the fwell of the ocean. The other fituation
15 proteted from this inconvenience, with the
additional advantages of alefs depth of water,
and a clear bottom of good holding ground. It
1s not, however, quite fo central for the inhabi-
tants to bring the produce of the ifland to market ;
but this is of little impertance, for when they
have any to difpofe of, the diftance is not re-
garded by them.

At the anchorage we had juft quitfcd, we left
the Wafhington and an American thip called the
Nancy; the latter had arrived only a fhort time
before our departure; and as it was natural to
fuppofe that the muft have recently quitted the
civilized world, her approach produced no {fmall
degree of anxiety in the hope of obtaining fome

\,

European
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European intelligence. But we were difappointed
in thefe hopes, as thofe on board of her were as
totally ignorant of tranfactions there as ourfelves,
having been abfent from New York twenty-two
months; during which time they had been. prins
cipally engaged at Falkland’s iflands and Staten
land, in colle@®ing feal {kins and oil.  Not being
fatisfied with their endeavours to the fouthward,
they had repaired hither to procure provifions and
refrethments, with the intention of proceeding
afterwards to the coaft of North Weft America,
in order to colle& furs, which they underftood
were to be had there; but, according to their
own account, they neither knew what were the
proper commodities, nor were they poflefled of
any articles of traffic for obtaining fuch a carge
from the inhabitants of the feveral countries, >
On failing from Onechow, I appointed cape
Douglas in Cook’s river our next place of ren~
dezvous with the Chatham, in cafe of feparation.
There I purpofed to re-corhmence our furvey of
the coaft of North Weft America; and from
thence to trace its boundary eaftward to cape
Decifion, the point which is ftated to have ter-
minated the pretended ancient Spanifh difco-
veries.
Having afcertained fatisfaCtorily that there was
not any extenfive navigavtion eaftwardly, between
~the 30th and 56th degrees of north latitude, on
K 4 this
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this fide of the .American continent, I was led to
believe, that if any fuch did exiff, it would mofk
probably te found communicating with Cook’s
river, up which I entertained no doubt of pene-
trating to a very confiderable diftance; and fhould
we not be able to complete our refearches in the
courfe of the prefent feafon, we fhould at any
rate, by this' mode, reduce the unexplored part
of the coaft within very narrow limits. And as
the examination of Cook’s river appeared to me
to be the moft important, and I did not doubt
would prove the moft laborious part of our tafk
in the cnfuing campaign, I was willing not to
lofe any portion of the approaching feafon, but
- to avail ourfelves of the whole of it, for the fake
of infuring, as far as was within our powers, a
certainty in the accomplifhment of that object.
For this purpofe I wifhed to be. in readinefs to
commence the purfuit the inftant the {pring was
fufficiently advanced to render our endeavours
practicable, and which was now likely to be the

cafe by the time we fhould reach that diffance.
It was not much out of our way to afcertain
the fituation of a {mall ifland, difcovered in 1788
by the commander of the Prince of Wales, and
by him called Bird ifland, in confequence. of its
being the refort of vaft flocks of the feathercd
tribe; and alfo to examine the neighbouring parts
of the ocean, where Captain Cook in his paffage
. : from
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from Oonalathka to the Sandwich iflands in the

year 1778 faw a fhag, and other indications of

the vicinity of land. For thefe purpofes, our
courfe was firft direted N. W. by N. in queft
of Bird ifland, under an eafy fail, in order to allow
the Chatham to come up with us, which the did
about midnight. o
At day-hght on Saturday the 15th we made
all fail, and ftood more to the weltward, fur-
rounded by an immenf{e number and confiderable
variety of oceanic birds, confifting of the {mall
black and white albatrofles, tropic, and men of
war birds; with boobies, noddies, and petrels of
different kinds. In the forenoon the wind at E.
N. E. blew a frefh gale, and in confequehce of
fome of the back-ftays giving way, we were
obliged* to reduce our fail; and as we had but
little cordage to replace fuch rigging, thefe de-

-

felts became a. confideration of a very unpleafant ‘

nature in this carly part of our fummer’s expedi-
tion,. ‘ ‘

At noon the latitude obferved was 23° 14/,
longitude 198° 42/ "the former was 14’ further
north than was thewn by our reckoning, and was
nearly the fame diftance to the north of the lati-
tude affligned to Bird ifland ; but as we expedted
to find it further to the weftward, though by
fome accounts we had now paffed its meridian,
our courfe was dirccted to the fouth-weft, and

by
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by two in the afternoon it was feen bearing by
compafs W. S. W. about feven leagues diftant.
About fix in the evening we reached, and paffed
along the fouthern fide of, this very remarkable
folitary ifland, or more. properly fpeaking, fingle
rock, rifing out of this immenfe ocean. Its,
greateft extent, which wasin a direGtion 5.74W.
and N. 74 E., did not exceed one mile; the un-
couth form of its northern, eaftern, and weftern
extremities, againft which the fea broke with
great violence, prefented a moft awful appear-
ance, rifing perpendicularly from the ocean in
lofty rugged cliffs, inacceffible but to its winged
inhabitants; on its fouthern fide the afcent is
not fo fleep and abrupt; and near its weftern
extremity 1s a fmall fandy beach, where in fine
weather, and with a {mooth fea, a landing might
probably be cffe¢ted. At this place there was
the appearance of a little verdure, though it was!
deftitute of trece or fhrub; every other part was
apparently without foil, and confifted only of the
naked rock, Its whole circumterence does not
exceed a league, and 1t 1s fituated in latitude 23°
0, longitude 198° 8. When this rock was firft
difcovered in 1788, there were on board the
Prince of Wales fome of the natives of Attowai,
who exprefied great furprize that there thould be
land fo near to their iflands (it lying from One-
how IN. 51 W. at the diftance of 39 leagues only)
and

A
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and of which not only themfelves, but all their
countrymen were totally 1gnorant.

This mtelligence was communicated on their
return in the autumn of that year; and it ex-
cited 1n the a&tive mind of Taio a firong defire
to pay it a vifit, to eftablith a colony there, and
to annex it to his dominions; but on his being
made thoroughly acquainted with its extent and
fterility by the officers of that veflel, his proje&t
was abandoned. Thofe people however recog-
nize it under the appellation of Modoo Mannoo,
that is, Bird ifland ; and from its great diftance
from all other land, and its proximity to their
iflands, it feems to claim fome diftant pretenfions
to be ranked in the group of the Sandwich
iflands, of which we now took leave, purfuant to
the determination already ftated.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER IV.

Quit the Sandwich lflands—Part Company with
the Chatham—Indications of Land—See Tfche-
rikow Jfland—Pafs Trinity Ifles—Proceed along
the Coafti—Enter and proceed up Cook's River. .

7 ¥ AVING bid farewell to the Sandwich iflands
12 on Saturday the 15th of March, our courfe
was dire&ed to the northward, with a freth breeze
from the N. E. by E. ; but as the Chatham was
fome diftance a-ftern, the topfails were double
reefed, and in the courfe of the evening the jib
and ftay-fails were taken in, under the idea that
with fuch reduced fail the Chatham would foon
overtake us; but as the did not make her ap-

pearance by ten at night, nor anfwer a falfe fire
then burnt, the mainfail was hauled up, and we
continued under the forefail and double reefed
topfails only, in the hope of feeing our confort at
day-light; but in this we were difappointed, and
I was much ata lofs to account for the caufe
that had produced our feparation. It was a
matter of extreme uncertainty what courfe would
prove moft likely to effe@ our meeting again, as
~1t was not 1mprobable that by the low fail we
had
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had carried during the night, fhe might have
paffed us unobferved, and was then a-head:
this was as likely to have happened, as that fome
accident had occafioned her fhortening fail, and
that fhe was yet a-ftern.  The latter would pro-
bably have been announced by fignal ; under this
impreflion we made the beft of our way towards
the coaft of America, with the hope of rejoining
our confort at the appointed rendezvous.

The trade wind between N,VE., E.N.E.
and eaft, blowing a moderate gale, with fqually
and fometimes rainy weather, attended us until
Friday the 21ft, when towards midnight, hav-
mg then advanced to the 35° of latitude, and in |
longitude 166%°, it veered round by the eaft to
the fouth, and on the next day, Saturday the
22d, it feemed to be fixed in the weftern quarter,
accompanied with dark gloomy weather, and a
very heavy fea from the north and N. W. which
had been frequently the cafe fince our leaving
the iflands. |

But few of the black and white albatrofies,
petrels, or others of the feathered tribe had at-
tended vs. In the evening the wind fhifted to
the N. N. E., where it continued with gloomy
weather until Monday the 24th, when 1t fixed
1 the S. E, and blew a frefh gale with the fame
dark gloomy weather. A few intervals of fun-
thine enabled us on the following day, Tuefday

the
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the 25th, to afcertain the latitude to be 39° 3/,
* longitude 198° 46’ and the variation of the
compafs 19° 42/, eaftwardly. This was an increafe
in the variation far beyond our expeltations;
but as thefe were the firft obfervations we had
been enabled to make for this purpofe fince our
departure from the Sandwich iflands, it is pro-
bable the increafe had been gradual to this fta-
tion. Our climate was alfo greatly changed, the
thermometer during the laft week having fallen
from 76 to 50; but the barometer having been
unfortunately broken, I had no means of afcer-
taining the other properties of the air. The
foutherly gale produced a {mooth fea, and as to-
wards night we approached the parallel where
Captain Cook had noticed fome indications of
the vicinity of land, we ftood to and fro under an
eafy fail until the morning of Wednefday the
26th, when with a ftrong gale from the weft-
ward we paffed about 15 leagues to the north-
weftward of the Refolution’s track in the year
1778. Throughout the day the weather was
clear, which enabled us to gain a diftant view in
all directions, but nothing was feen to intercept
the horizon., The latitude at noon was 40° 45/,
which was extremely well afcertained by good
obfervations. The longitude 200° 17 was de-
duced from altitudes of the fun, and from the
chronometers both before and after mid-day,

when
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when the variation was found to be 15° 43’ eaf}-~
wardly. Few oceanic birds vifited us in this fitua-
tion. Two pieces of drift wood were pafled
this day, one piece appeared to have been a great
length of time in the water, as it fwam very
deep, and was nearly covered with barnacles ; the .
other was much more buoyant, and had on it but
few of thofe fhell fith. Thefe were the only
pieces of dnift wood, and the only indications of
the vicinity of land, feen by us between the
Sandwich ifiands and the American coaft. I was,
however, afterwards informed by Mr. Puget, that
in his pafling thefe regions between the 37th and
3gth degrees of latitude, about four degrees to
the weftward of our track, he faw, befides petrels
and other oceanic birds, puffins, and a bird of
the diver kind ; and that for a few hours, in the
latitude of about 30°, the furface of the fea was
remarkably fmooth. Meflrs. Portlock and Dixon
alfo in their voyage, in two fimilar paflages about
the fame latitude, and in longitude 200°, faw
{eals, puffins, and other indications, that induced
them to think fome undifcovered land was not
far remote; but the weather being then, as it
was alfo at the time of the Chatham’s pafling,
very foggy, this fa& could not be afcertained.
As fuch indications are by no means common
in the North Pacific, they favor the conjecture
that fome land, though poffibly of no very great

extent,



144 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [Aprrz,
extent, {till remains unknown to Europeans in
this neighbourhood.

With a frefh gale moftly from the weftern
quarter, we proceeded rapidly to the north, and
by the following Sunday, the 30th, reached the
latitude of 50° 10, longitude 205° ¢”; the varia«
tion on the preceding afternoon was 16° 29’ eaft-
wardly. The wind had been attended by a very
heavy fwell from the fouth-weftward; the 1n-
tervals of clear weather were of fhort duration,
and in general it was Verﬁl gloomy, with fhowers
of rain fucceeded by a fall of fmow. The ther-
mometer funk to 35. In the courfe of the day
fome {fea weed and fome divers were obferved;
about the fhip were alfo fome albatrofles and
theer-waters. Our climate now began to afflume
a degree of feverity that was new to us; on the
next day, Monday the 31ft, the mercury ftood
at the freezing point, and for the firft time during
the voyage the feuttle cafk on deck was frozen.

After a few hours calm the wind fettled in the
N. E., attended with froft and fhow until Wed-
nefday, the 2d of April, when in latitude 55°
43/, longitude 204° 3/, it veered to the N. W,
and blew fo ftrong a gale that in the evening we
were reduced to clofe-reefed topfails. The froft,
with much fhow and fleet, cafed our rigging in
ice ; the thermometer {tood at 26°. In the fore~

“noon of Thurfday the 3d a thag pafled the fhip,
| flying
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flying to the eaftward, and about three in the
afternoon, high land almoft intirély covered with
Tnow was difcerned, bearing by compafs N. by E.
By feven 1n the evening this was plainly difco-
vered to be an ifland, extending by compafs from
N. 2W. to N. 32 W., at the diftance of thir-
teen miles, with fome detached rocks lying off
its weftern extremity. In this fituation the depth
of water was 75 fathoms, fand and thelly bottom.

Alth’ough I did not confider this ifland as al-
together a new difcovery, yet as its fituation had
not hitherto been well afcertained, and as during'
the laft three days our obfervations had been but
indifferent, I thought it proper to 'pafs the night
in ftanding backward and forward, in order to
gain a nearer view of it, and in the hope that the
following day would be more favorable to our
withes for this purpofe.

With the wind at N. W. blowing a moderate
breeze, the mercury at 27, and extremely cold,
we made all fail for the land the next morning,
Friday the 4th, but in confequence of our having
been fet by a very ftrong current to the S."W.,
we were fo far diftant, that it was near noon be-
fore we had pafled its fouthern point. We were
fortunate in gaining excellent obfervations, which
at noon determined our fituation to be in lati-
tude 55°48’, longitude 205° 16'; this thewed a
. confiderable error in our reckoning fince the firft

Vor. V. 1. day
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day of the month, the latitude being 22 further
north, and the longitude 72’ further eaft, than
had appeared by the log. The depth of water
at this time was 23 fathoms, fine black fandy
bottom. Thé north-eaft point of the ifland bore
by compafs N. 55 W. diftant about two leagues;
its eaftern extremity, which is a low rocky point,
and was our neareft thore, S. 66 W. two miules;
and its fouth point, S. 30 W. about two leagucs
diftant. In the point of view in which we faw
the fouth-weft, fouthern, and eaftern fides of this
ifland, itappeared to form a fomewhat irregular
four-fided figure, about ten leagues in circuit ;
having from 1its weftern part, which 1s low and
flat, and which had the appearance of being in-
fular, a remarkably high, flat, fquarc rock, lying
in a diretion S. 66 W., at the diftance of two
miles, between which and the ifland is a ledge
of {maller rocks. The centre of the ifland ap-
peared by our obfervations to be in latitude 55°
4, longitude 205° 47,

The feafon of the year greatly contributed to
increafe the dreary and inhofpitable afpe& of the
country; 1n addition to which it feemed to he
intirely deftitute of trees or thrubs, or they were
hidden bene_ath its winter garment of fnow,
which appeared to be very deep about its fouth-
eaftern parts, confifting of high fteep cliffs ; but
on its weftern fide, which was confiderably lower,

this
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this appearance was not fo general. About its
fhores were fome {mall whales, the firft we had
noticed during this paflage to the north. From
the relative fituation of this ifland to the conti-
nent, [ was inclined to believe it to be that which
Beering called Foggy ifland; but as Captain
Cook gave that name to another ifland not far
diftant to the weftward, I have in honor of
Beering's companion Tfcherikow, whofe labors in
the arduous tatk of difcovery do not appear to
have been thus commemorated, called this ifland
after him TscHERIKOW's IsLAND.

In our route from the Sandwich iflands to this
ftation it may be feen, that whenever the winds
would permit, our courfe was direéted far to the
weftward of the entrance into Cook’s river, as
delineated by that able navigator. My reafon
for fo doing, in the event of circumftances per-
mitting, was to fall in with thofe parts which
Captain Cook was prevented from feeing between
Foggy cape and cape Trinity ; as I much withed
to afcertain whether that fpace was occupied by
land, or whether it communicated with Smoky
bay, as has been reprefented in fome late publi-
cations, thoﬁgh in a manner not cafily to be un-
derftood. The winds and weather had, how-
ever, been adverfe to this defign; and although
the latter prefented now a more favorable prof-
pedt, yet the wind, at N. W,, blew in the very

I. 2 direétion
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direétion I withed to fteer for that purpofe.. But
as it was favorable for continuing along the ex-
terior coaft, and as we had alfcady been greatly
retarded in our gcn‘e‘ra‘l operations, by adverfe
winds and other untoward ,circumf’cances, 1 was
induced to forego the objeét I had in view, left
fimtlar inconvenience thould continue to attend
us, and caufe delays that we could 1ll afford in
the profecution of our furvey. Thefe confidera-
tions induced me to make all fail, fteering with
the wind at N. N. W. during the afternoon to
the N. E.; and having at fix in the evening
made our courfe good from noon, N. 65 E., 40
miles, Trinity ifland was feen bearing by compafs
from N. 5 E. to N. 15 W., and another ifland
from W.2 N. to W. by S. The latter I took to
be that which is laid doewn in Captain Cook’s
chart to the fouth-weft of Trinity ifland. This
land, although not noticed in Captain Cook’s
journal, was feen and pafled on its fouthern fide
by the Difcovery in that veyage, which proves
that the Refolution and Difcovery could not
have gone far to the north of Tfcherikow’s ifland,
which was obfcured at that time by thick foggy
weather, .
After fun-fet, the wind veered more to the
weftward, and enabled us to {tand ncarly for
Trinity iffand, under our double-recfed topfails ;
and at midnight, having foundings at the depth
of
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‘of fifty fathoms, {oft fandy bottom, we plied until
day-light under an eafy fail, with foundings from
70 to 82 fathoms, fine fandy bottom. At d{ay,-,‘
light in the morning of Saturday the 5th, we
made fail, fteering towards Trinity ifland, which
bore by compafs from N. 6 W. to N:'W., the
main land beyond it ftretching to the N. N. E.
With a moderate breeze, between N. W. and
W.S. W., we drew in with the land, and the
weather being clear permitted us to notice three
or four mountains of confiderable height, on
the main land, behind thofe that bounded the-
fea-coaft, all of which at firft appeared to be co-
vered with fnow; but as we approached the
‘fhores, the lower parts of the coaft were found in
general to be free from fnow, and confiderably
more {o than Ticherikow ifland. The froft which,
fince the 311t of March, had been very feyere,
now gave way, and the thermometer rofe to 35.
At noon the eaftern extreme of Trnity ifland
bore by compafs 5. 36 W., diftant 13 miles;
its north-weft point 5. 42 W.; cape Trinity S.
77 W.; the land of T'wo-headed point from N.
39 W.to N. 24 W.; and the northernmoft land
in fight N. 13 E. The obferved latitude 56° 107,
longxtudc 207°7%. In the courfe of the morn-
g, the variatjon, by the furveying compafs, was
found tq be 23° 30" caftwaidly.
As we paﬁ'cd Trinity iffand, 1t appeared ta be
L3 divided
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divided into two iflands, with feveral others of
inferior fize lying to the north, between them
and the land about cape Trinity. The eaft point
of the eafternmoft is, according to our obferva-
tions, fituated in latitude 56° 331/, longitude
206°47”; and Two-headed point, compofing a
{mall ifland that terminates to the north-eaft by
a low flat rocky peint, in latitude 56° 543/, lon-
gitude 207° 5°.  Captain Cook, in affigning the
longitude to Trinity ifles, which occupy an ex-
tent of about fix leagues in an eaft and welt di-
rection, does not dcﬁgnaéc any particular part,
but fays they lie in latitude 56° 36/, longitude -
205°.  The longitude of the eaft point of Tri-
nity ifland, agreeably to the obfervations made
that voyage on board the Difcovery, was 205° 53/;
neither of which will be found to agree with the
longitude on this occafion, which was deduced
from exceedingly good obfervations, both before
and after noon, and corre&ted by fubfequent ob-

{ervations. .
Southweftward from Two-headed ifland the
coaft is low, and appears to be compaét; but
immediately to the northward of it the fhores
defcend abruptly into the fea, appear to be much
broken, and form an extenfive found, of which -
the flat rocky point may be confidered as its
fouth-weft point of entrance ; from thisits north-
eaft point, being low projé&ing land, lies N. 58 E.
at
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at the diftance of three leagues. The feveral

- branches that appeared to flow into the found,
feemed to wind toward the bafe of a conneded
range of high fhowy mountains, which no doubt
gave boundaries to their extent.

As we procecded gently acrofs the entrance of
this found with a light foutherly breeze, we were
vifited in the afternoon by two of its inhabitants,
a young man and a gisl, in a {mall {kin canoe,
who fhewed that they had been acquainted with
fome European nation, by their having adopted
our mode of falutation in bowing as they ap-
proached the thip, and by their coming on board

" without the leaft hefitation. We entertained no
doubt of their having been fo inftru&ed by the
Ruffians; and, if we underftood them rightly,
there were f{ix perfons of that nation then refid-
inz on fhore in the found. The man took his
dinner without the leaft ceremony, drank brandy,
and accepted fuch prefents as were made him,
but feemed to prefer fhuff and {ilk handkerchiefs
to every thing elfe. Whilft he remained on board,
which was about an hour, I endeavoured to learn
from him the name which the natives give to
this part of the coaft, but could not gain any fa-
tisfactory information. He clearly and diftinétly
counted the numerals in the languages of Oona-
lafhka and Prince William’s found, though thefe
do not bear the leaft affinity to each other. From

- L4 - his
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his general appearance, I was more inclined to
believe him to be a Kamtfchadale than a native
of America or its adjacent iflands. After their
departure we were vifited by a fingle Indian in a
canoe, but he was not fo famihar as the othe.rs;
he paddled at a diftance round the thip, and then
returned to the thore. At feven in the evening
we were becalmed within about two miles of the
north-eaft point of the found; when the depth
of water was 24 fathoms, fine fandy bottom.

The weather continued fair, with faint vari-
able winds, until midnight ; at which time the
wind fixed in the north-eaft quarter, and brought
with it {leet and diffolving fnow ; thus the flat-
tering profpect that had been prefented, of a fa-
vorable paflage to our deftined ftation, was again
obfcured, and that we might not lofe ground,
we were obliged to ply againft a heavy fea and a
ftrong N. E. gale, which, on the forenoon of
Sunday the 6th, reduced us to clofe-reefed top-
fails.

The gale between N. N. E. and eaft, varied a
little in force and dire@ion, and permitted us to
gain fome advantage. On the morning of Tuef-
day the 8th we were within about a leaguc of
the, coaft, which appeared to be much broken :
cape Barnabas bore by compafs S. 30 W.;
north point of a found, of which the lén_d ad-_
joming to cape Barnabas forms its fouthern fide,

S.57W,
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S. 57 W.; the north point of an\othcr apparent
found, S. 69 W.; a tra& of land much lower
than the coaft in its vicinity, free from {now,
and feemingly detached from the main land, from
S. 80 W. to N. 20 W.; its neareft part W. N.
W., about a 1§aguc diftant; a low proje&ing
- point, being the eafternmoft part of that which
appeared to be the main land in fight, N. 16 E. ;
and an ifland, from N. 26 E. to N. 32 E. Inthis
neighbourhoed theland was more free from fhow
than that further to the fouth, occafioned moft
probably by the alteration in the temperature of
the weather, as the mercury now ftood at 40%,
and gave us hopes that the feverity of the winter
feafon was at an end; this made me extremely
anxious to reach our deftined ftation, from .
whence the labours of the fummer were to com-
mence.

Our obfervations at noon fhewed our fituation
to be 1n latitude 56° 58/, lohgitudc correéted as
before ftated by fubfequent obfervations,208° 1¢”.
The 1fland then bore by compafs N. 23 W. ; and
cape Barnabas appearing tolie 1n latitude 57° 107,
longitude 207°45', N. 81 W,

The two following days being for the moft
part calm, though what little wind there was
continued from the N. E. with thick mifty wea-
ther, prevcntuj our {eeing much of the land un-
til the evening of Thur{day the 10th, when we

| tacked
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tacked about a league from the north-eaft point
 of the above ifland, which appeared to be about
two leagues in circuit, and its centre to be fitu-
ated in latitude 57° 24/, longitude 208° 20", This
ifland renders this part of the coaft very remark-
able, being the only diftinguifhable detached land
of any magnitude north-eaftward from Trinity
les. Its north-weft part projectsin a low point
towards the main land, from whence alfo a low
flat point extends towards the ifland, forming a
paffage about half a league wide, to all appear-
ance free from interruption. This ifland is not
noticed in Captain Cook’s chart or his'journal,'
probably owing to the very foggy weather which
prevailed when the Refolution was in its neigh-
bourhood ; 1t was however feen in that voyage
from on board the Difcovery, and then placed by
me 5’ to the fouth of its fituation deduced from
the refult of our prefent obfervations, which I
have reafon to belicve are not liable to any mate-
rial error.  The wind having fixed in the N. W,
brought us clear weather, but we were obliged to
ftand from the coaft, the northernmoft part of

which diftinétly feen was cape Greville, bearing

by compafs, N. 50 W.; fome rocks extending
from the capec N.42 W., and the above men-

tioned ifland, S. 20 W.
With the approach of the following day, Fri-
day the 11th, the wetterly breeze increafed, and
we
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we paﬁed rapidly to the ndrth, though too far
from the land to afcertain any thing with preci-
fion between cape Greville and cape St. Hermo-
genes; had we been able to have {teered for point
Bénks, and from thence acrofs Smoky bay, fome
conclufion might have been drawn whether the
land we had thus coafted along was compofed of
iflands, or whether it was as Captain Cook had
confidered it, a part of the continent. I much
regretted that T had it not in my power to be-
come fatisfied in this refpe@, as the {cafon had
now put on a very favorable appearance, which
rendered it important that not amoment thouldbe
loftin profecuting the examination of this exten-
five opening. At noon cape Greville, the fouth-
ernmoft part of the coaft in ﬁght, bore by com-
pafs S. 28 W,, the ifland of St, Hermogenes,
from S. 56 W.to S. 89 W.; the wefternmoft
mountain {een over cape Douglas, N. 81 W.; and
the barren ifles N. 55 W. In this fituation the
obferved latityde was 58° 147, and the lorigitudc
deduced from very fatisfactory obfervations both
before and after noon, 200°25%. Fram this au-
thority cape Greville appeared to be in latitude
57° 84%, longitude 208° 20" and the fouth ex-
treme of the ifland St. Hermogenes, in latitude
58° 10y, longitude 208° 56, The variation in
the afternoon was 21° 377 eaftwardly.
 Thefe pofitions of longitude vary materially
o from
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from thofe affigned by Captain Cook ; but as
fimilar differences occurred afterwards in other
inftances, I thall for the prefent decline making
any comments on this fubject.

With the wind chiefly at weft, by Saturday
the 12th at noon we were faft approaching the
‘coaft to the eaftward of cape Elizabeth, which
then bore by compafs N. 84 W. ; the barren ifles,
from S. 55 W. to S. 34 W.; the northernmoft
part of the coaft in fight, N. 20 E., and the
neareft thore, N. 6 W., five or {ix miles diftant;
here we had foundings in 70 fathoms water, fandy
bottom, and by an indifferent obfervation the Ja- /
titude was 59°, longitude 209°20°. The top of
high water appeared to be at noon, as at that
time no effect was felt from a tide; but imme-
diately afterwards we were driven at a confider-
able rate to the caftward, until half paft one,
when, on a brecze fpringing up from that quar-
ter, we fteered for cape Elizabeth, and paffed
that promontory, and entered Cook’s river about
half paft five. The coaft is compofed of high
land, before which lie three {fmall iflands and
fome rocks; the cape is itfelf the largeft, and the
moft weltern of thefe iflands, which appeared to
afford a navigable channel between them and the
main land, necarly in an eaft and weft diretion ;
though between the cape and the middle ifland .
fome low lurking rocks were difcerned,-which

had
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had the appeararice of being conne&ed with a
clufter cf rocks above the furface of the fea, lying
from the cape S. 50 E., at the diftance of three
or four miles. To the fouth-weft of the middle
ifland 1s another clufter of rocks, both above and
beneath the furface of the water.

The thermometer now varied between 40 and
45 ; and the fnow, excepting in the deep chafms
of the rocks, was melted to a confiderable height
on the fides of the hills,which being well wooded,
aflumed a far more cheerful afpet than the coun-
try to the fouthward. Springfeemed to be mak-
ing {o rapid a progrefs here, that we had every
reafon to indulge the hope of being able to carry
our refearches into execution, without any inter-
ruption from the feverity of the feafon.

As T had determined to commence our furvey
on the weftern fide of the niver, as far up that
fide as the wind now at N. N. E. would permnit
us to fetch, we proceeded in queft of fome conve-
nient ftation for the fhip, from whence two boat
parties might be difpatched, the one to examine
the thores fouthward to cape Douglas, the other
to precede the thip in our route up the river.

For the firft time this feafon we noticed fome
focks of wild geefe, and could not avoid re-
marking, that they all flew to the fouthward,
contrary to what might have been expeéied from
the advanced ftate and mildnefs of the feafon;

which,
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which, however, on Sunday morning the 13th,
fuffered 2 very material alteration, as the wind
came to the N. E. and was attended by a tharp
froft and a very heavy fall of fnow. On leaving
the eaftern fhore the depth of water gradually in-
ereafed from 25 to 35 fathoms, fine fandy bot-
tom in mid-channel, and then decreafed again as
we approached the weftern fhore, which about
fix was indiftin&ly perceived through the falling
fnow ; and being then in 20 fathoms water, we
anchored until the weather thould prove more
favorable to our purfuit. In this fituation we re-
mained, without being able to difcern the adja-
cent fhores, until the forenoon of Monday the
14th, when the weftern horizon became clear,
and fhewed us cape Douglas bearing by compafs
S. 9 E.; mount St. Auguftin, S, 9 W.; the
northernmoft land in fight N. 9 W.; and a low
point, 5. 31 W.; from whence the thores to the
fouthward fell fo far back to the weftward, that
we could only diftinguifh the fummits of a range
of lofty digjointed mountains intirely covered with
fnow, that feemed principally to occupy the fpace
between. that low point and cape Douglas, but
at the fame time gave the country an appearance
in this point of view of being greatly divided by
water. From thence to the northward, except-
ing a fmall open bay abreaft of us with two rocks
lying before its entrance, the fhores appeared to

be
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be compad&, and the furface of the country de-
{cending rather abruptly at firft, admitted near
the water-fide a narrow border of low land ; this
was covered with wood, which continued to grow
fome diftance up the fides of the mountains;
which were very lofty and rugged, and above the
line where vegetation ceafed were wrapped in
perpetual fnow.

Whillt we had a ¢clear and ditin& view of
every thing in the weftern quarter, the oppofite
fide of the horizon was totally obfcured from our
fight by a dark mifty haze. We had, however,
by intervals of clearer weather, been enabled to
form fome 1dea of our fituation, and of the coaft
to the fouth~weftward, which I new confidered
as lying behind us; the broken and nfular ap-
pearance of which gave me reafon to exped the
examination of it would be a laborious tafk, not-
withftanding that the range of mountains that
bounded our horizon, in that dire&ion, admitted
of a ftrong prefumption that the whole might be
elofely connected by land, not fufﬁciéntly clevated
to be vifible at our remote diftance. ‘

As I eoncluded the Chatham could not be far
behind, if the had not already preceded us; and
as I had particularly dire¢ted that the furvey
fhould commence at cape Douglas, I had little
doubt; on our mecting, that any thing would
be left unexamined in that quarter; but fhould

) it
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it o happen, that any furtheér inquiry might be
decemed neceflary, and that we thould be obliged
to return by the fame route, the fummer feafon
in that cafe would be more advanced and more
favorable to our refeatches in that region, which
is expofed to all the influence of the oceanic
winds and waves, and in the prefent inclement
weather would be a very hazardous undertaking
in our open boats, the ox\lly means by which, from
experience, | was confident this object could now
be accomplithed. To avoid, therefore, as much
as poflible, any delay, or mifapplication of time,
I determined to proceed up the river, keeping
clofe along its weftern fhore, and forthwith to
purfue our invsﬁigation’to its navigable extent.

. Agreeably to this determination, being favored
with the flood tide, although not a very rapid one,
we fteered to the northward until about three
in the afternoon; when, on meeting the reflux,
we anchored about a lcague from the weftern
thore, in 20 fathoms water, foft fandy bottom.
The latitude, by double altitudes, was 60° 1%/,
The froft fhll continued; the wind was mode-
rate, though variable, attended with a very heavy
fall of fnow, and an unpleafant {well from the
S. E. Thefe combined circumiftances detained
us at anchor until the next day, Tuefday the
15th, In the afternoon, when we took the ad-
vantage of the latter part of the flood-tide, but

advanced
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advanced only a few miles before the ebb obliged
Cus again to anchor in 25 fathoms water, {oft bot-
tom. Here the weftern thore was bounded by
lofty rugged mountains, between the bafes of
which and the Water-ﬁdc was a margin of low or
moderately elevated wood-land couritry. Two
fmall openings were obferved, the northernmott,
being the largeft, appeared to be a found, wind-
ing towards the foot of the volcano, which; from
its apparently clofe conneétion with the neigh-
bouring mountains, - probably gave the limits to
its extent. ‘Thefe openings we left for the ex-
" amination of Mr. Puget; not confidering them
{fufficiently important to retard our progrefs, ef-
pecially-as the appearance of the atmofphere in-
dicated a favorable change in the weather. The
fnow had ceafed to fall, and, excepting fome dark
clouds between the N. N. E. and N. W. the {ky
and horizon were perfectly clear, and gave wus, for
the firft time fince Saturdéy night, a diftant view
of the fouthern parts: of the eaftern thore; the
night, however, was attended with the fevereft
froft we had yet cxpcr_-icnccd, the mércury fell to
23, and although the weather was clear and
‘cheerful the next morning, Wednefday the 16th,
yet the air was fo gxeefﬁvely-"keen,‘ that the fun’s
rays had no effect on the thermometer. We
weighed about ten in the forenoon, with the
flood-tide, and a light brecze from-the N. W.

Vor. V. M ‘and



162 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [aprIL,
~and proceeded up the river; the mercury at noon
‘had rifen to 26°, the obferved latitude-60° 11/,
Jongitude 208° 231/, and the variation in the
- forenoon - was obferved to be 23° 407 eafterly,
which I confidered as too little, notwithftanding
‘that the obfervations were very carefully made.
Our courfe was direGted between the weftern
fhore and the low ifland near it mentioned by
:Captain Cook. ’

Shortly after noon we were vifited by-three of
‘the natives, each in a fmall fkin canoe, who
without the leaft hefitation, made their canoes
faft alongfide, and came on board with- evident
‘marks of being acquainted with European man-
ners, by thewr bowingrvery refpeifully on coming
-upon deck. They made figns for fnufi and to-
.ba,cco; which, with fome other trivial articles
they folicited, they feemed to be highly gratified-
by receiving, and exprefled a degree of modeft
concern that they had not any thing to offer in
return, - At dinner they did not make the leaft
fcruple of partaking of eur repaft, with fuch
wine and liquors as were offered to them ; though
of thefe they drank very fparingly, feeming to be
well aware of their powerful etfe@. The wea-
ther was calm on their arrival; but towards the
evening a light breeze fprang up from the fouth- -
ward, and ds they had' but flightly fecured their
canocs, ‘the probability of their breaking adrift

- was
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was poinited out to them. On this they made
figns to know if we were going up the river, and
on their being anfwered by the fame means in the
affirmative, they eafily gave us-to underftand that
they withed to accompany us, and that their ca«
noes thould be taken on board, with which I had
no objection to comply.

With' a boat a-head, founding the depth of
water from 13 to 17 fathoms, we continued our
courfe until fix in the evening, when the influ-
ence of the returning tide being ftronger than
that of the wind, we anchored in 15 fathoms
water, fahdy bottom. In this {ituation the
mountains feen over cape Douglas bore by com-
pafs S. 5 E. diftant 35 leagues; mount St. Au-
guftin S. 6 W ; the north-eaft point of the moft
northern opening or found, S. 20 W. diftant 19
miles; the Volcano, S. 28 W.; a remarkably
lofty mountain on the weft thore, S. 85 W.; the
north extreme of the low ifland, in a line with
another high diftant mountain, N. 4 E.; its
neareft thore caft, diftant two miles; its {fouth
point S. 75 E. a league diftant; beyond which
the eaftern thore was feen ftretching to S. 41 E.;
and the neareft part of the weftern thore N. 87
W. about four miles diftant : this is a fteep chiff
moderately high ; the fhore on either fide is a
low flat beach, particularly to the northward,
where the margin of low land is of a greater ex-
PER T, A M 2 tent
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tent than we had noticed further to the fouth-
ward,ﬂrfrom the bafe of the mountains, which,
{o far as we were able to difcern, are a connected
and undivided barrier along the weftern fide of
the river.. Our latitude at this anchorage was
60° 23%, longitude 208°33". The night tide
not ferving our purpofe, we waited the return of
the flood on the following day, Thurfday the
17th, but as that would not take place until
about noon, I employed the morning by making
an excurfion to the ifland.

We landed: with tolerable eafe on the fouth
point of what at high water forms a thallow bay,
but at low tide 1s a flat of fand and mud, on
which were lying innumerable large fragments
of rock not attached to the fpot on which they
refted, but evidently brought and depofited there
by the violence of the tide, or byﬂ"fom'c other pow-
erful agency. The globular form" which, moft
of them had ‘acquired, with the fmoothnefs of
their furface, indicated their having been much
fubjected to a rolling motion. The iffand was
~in moft parts covered with fmall pine and alder
trees, but the fnow that was lying very deep on
the ground confined our walk to the beach, on
which were lodged fome f{mall drift wood, and
many large picces of ice that feemed to have rbcén
there left by the tides that. had flowed- much
higher than thofe which at that time prevailed ;

from.
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from hence we were induced to fuppofe that the
froft had broken up, and that the feverity of the
then weather was a fecond vifitation of winter.
In the 'ﬁlpw‘we faw the tracks of {fome {mall
animals, and on the beach we found fome pieces
of coal refembling the cannel coal.. The thip
proceeded at flack tide with a light breeze from
the north-eaft, ftood -to windward, and having
advanced about four- miles from her laft ftation
in a dite@ion N. N, E., I‘repaired on board.
The depth of water. had now . (about. one
o'clock) decreafed to eight fathoms; in- the ex-
pectation- of finding a deeper channel  we .again
ftood towards the ifland ; the foundings however
{oon decreafed to fix fathoms, and, immediately
after, the thip grounded in 15 feet water; here
the refted for a thort time, then {wung round,
and again floated with a jerk, conveying the idea
of her having refted on a round ftone, fimilar to
thofe found on the beach at the ifland. The
depth {foon increafed, as we proceeded towards
“the ifland, to 15 fathoms, where we anchored to
wait for the ebb tide, in order that we might re-
turn by the way we had come, as little advantage
could be derived by perﬁﬁin‘g' in a route {o intri-
cate and unpleafant. The thoal on which the
thip had grounded is of fome extent, it firetches
to the northward, lies between fix and {even
miles from the main land, and isnear a léague

M3 | from
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from the weft fide of the ifland ; where alfo a flat
extends fome diftance into the river. ‘
The obje& 1 had in view being now fully ac-~
complifhed, in having afcertained that the weft-
ern fhore behind the ifland was compad, I deter-
mined to proceed immediately to the furtheft
extent of Captain Cook’s refearches, and from
thence to carry my examination into execution as
circumftances thould direé&. For this purpofe,
about feven in the evening, the weather being
nearly calm, we weighed, and committed our-
felves to the influence of the ebb tide, a meafure
that :in regions fo unknown cannot be defended
as being the moft prudent ; yet in fervices of this
nature a very confiderable degree of rifk muft
frequently be encountered, or the accomplith-
ment of .particular objets would neceffarily be
prolonged to a very diftant and indefinite period,
The truth of this obfervation was very foon ex-
hibited. By the time we had pafled about a
leaguerin a direétion S. 38 W. from the anchor-
age that we had quitted in the forenoon, we
again fuddenly found ourfelves in a very fhallow
water, and were under apprehenfions of being
aground every inftant, which, with the falling
tide, muft have been attended with very unplea-
fant, if not ferious, confequences.  Whilft in this
irkfome ftate, and at the moment when our
depth had decreafed to threc fathoms, a ight
breeze
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breeze of wind providentially fprang up, which
rendered the fhip manageable, and permitted us
to fteer to the eaftward ; our dépth then foon
increafed to 7, and afterwards gradually to 80
fathoms. Having kept a fouth-wefterly courfe
until midnight, and-at that time reaching no
bottom with 40 fathoms of line; I concluded we
- were far to the fouthward of the fhoal laid down
in Captain Cook’s chart, as extending from the
fouth point of the ifland. ‘

For the purpofe of taking the advantage of the
flood. tide, to aflift- our progrefs up the niver, al-
though we confidered the fhoal to lie far to the
mnorth of us, yet that we might run no ritk we
hauled gradually to the fduth and S. S. E., in
order to pafs it at fome diftance; this precantion,
however, availed us little, for we had not ad-
vanced far before the depth of water was again
under nine fathoms ; and ipftantly decreafing to
four; the fhip ftruck with fome degree of violence,
occafioned by a very heavy fwell from the ocean,
that for fome days paﬁ_had been attendant on the
flood tide. About one o'clock, having a fine
commanding breeze from the N, E., we ficered
to the weftward and S. W, but to no purpofe,
the tide having more influence on the body of
the thip than the wind on her fails; in this very
unplealant predicament we remained nearly fta-
tionary for about an hour and an half, the fhip

M 4 frequently
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frequently  ftriking, and fometime fo heavily as
to occafion conftant apprehenfion left the mafts
fhould come by the board, or fome worfe acci-
‘dent befall us. Every effort to get to the weft-
~ward of the fhoal proving ineffe@ual, we had no
other alternative than to crofs it if poffible, by
purfuing an oppofite line of direction; this at-
tempt however feemed to be full of danger, as
its fhalloweft part appeared by the breakers to be
at its eaftern extremity, which had induced me
‘to perfevere {o long in my endeavours to get to
the weftward. The attempt was made, and was
happily crowned with a fuccefs far beyond my
‘moft fanguine expe&tations. ~After having got
the thip’s head to the eaftward fhe ftruck but
once more (though« that was the moft violent
‘and alarming fhock we had fuftained) in croffing
‘the fhoal; the water foon after deepened to 10
and 15 fathoms, and we had the further fatisfac-
tion of finding that the thip made no watér; nor
were we able. to perceive that fhe had in any
other refpeét received the leaft damage.

- -“We arrived in deep water juft as the dawning
-of day enabled us to procure fome angles, which
thewed that we had paffed the thoal about a
“league to the fouth-weft of the fouth point of
the ifland, and (by the appearance of the broken
water in our paflage) nearly over its middle, as it
feemed to extend full a league further in that di-

rection,
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reftion. From the great variety in the foundings
in paffing over it, it thould appear to be very un-,
even, as in feveral inftances, when the fhip ftruck
violently, or when fhe refted on the ground, the
depth by the lead line was frequently near four
fathoms, and the rife and fall of the waves was
by no means equal to this difference. It is not
improbable that this fhoal might have arrefted
fome fragments of rocks {imilar to thofe before
mentioned ; and if {o, it was infintely more dan-
gerous to contend with than a mere {pit of fand,
and renders our prefervation a moft prox?idential
“event. R

We continued to take advantage of the flood
tide, and ftocd to windward until about feven
the next morning, Friday the 18th, when on the
-ebb making, we anchored off the eaftern fide of
the ifland, in 14 fathoms water, ftony bottom,
fab‘ouﬁ a league from its thore ;" along which cx-
tends a continnation of the fhoal about two miles
from theiifland. S

I ‘ﬂlouﬁd'be*'wanting n juﬁ"ice to our Indian
paflengers, were I to omit dtating their docility
and refpectful behaviour whillt they were on
board ; ‘as alfo the anxiety they exprefled for our
fafety, left the veflel whilft ftriking fhould break
to pieces; and the real fatisfaction and happinefs
they exhibited on being given to underftand that
we were again in perfedt fecunty. :
~ . The



170 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [arris,

The weather now, though cxtremely cold,
(the mercury ftanding at 25) was very cheerful,
and afforded us an excellent view of the fur-
rounding region, compofed, at a little -diftance
from the river, of ftupendous mountains, whofe
rugged and romantic forms, clothed in a perpe-
tual fheet of ice and fnow; prefented a profpeét,
t}mugh magnificently grand,: yet dreary, cold,
and inhofpitable. In the midft of thefe appeared
the volcano near the furmmit of which, from two
diftin& craters on its fouth-eaftern fide, were
emitted large columns of whitith fmcke ; unlefs,
as was fuppofed by fome on board, it was vapour
arifing from hot fprings in that neighbourhood;
but how far this gOnje&ure was confiftent with
the fevenity of the climate at the top of that lofty
mountain, is not within the limits of my judg-
ment to determine. ,

_ About ten in the forenoon, we were furprized
by 2 much carlier return of theflood tide than
we had expected, with which, and a light vari-
able brecze, we dire&ed our courfe to the north-
ward. In the afternoon the wind blew a {teady
breeze from the N. N. W., which ¢nabled us to
reach the narrows by feven in the. evening. On
the return of the ¢bb we became again ftationary
m 17 fathoms water. Here the thores of the
river were comparatively low, or only moderately
clevated, jutting out into three remarkable fteep

cliffy
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cliffy points. Thefe 1 diftinguithed by the names
of the WEesT, NorTH, and East ForELANDS;
the two former are on the weftern, and the latter
on the eaftern, fhore; which, from the ftation
we had taken, bore by compafs as follow: the
weft Foreland, formmv the fouth-weft point of
the narrows, S. 28 W., about four miles diftant;
the north Foreland N. 4 E.; and the eaft Fore-
land, forming the north-eaft point of the nar-
rows, N. 76 E.
Here we were vifited by two of the natives, in
a fmall {kin canoe, who underftanding what re-
ception their countrymen had met with, folicited
the fame indulgence; their canoe was accord-
ingly taken in, and they were permitted tp.re-
main on board. One of thefe, whofc name was
Sal-tart, poflefling fome apparent fuperiority over
the reft, prefented me with fome martin fkins,
and received 1n return fome iron, beads, a few
other trinkets, and a fmall quantity of fnuft’ and
tobacco, all of which he feemed to value very
highly. Thefe people appeared to be acquainted
with the Ruffians, of whofe language they feem-
ed to fpeak feveral words; but our very confined
knowledge of that, as well as our total 1gnorance
of their native tongue, prevented our acquiring
the information which, from the intelligent ap-
pearance of thefe very civil and well-behaved
ftrangers,
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ftrangers, we might otherwifc have been cngblcd
to obtain. o : o

The ebb tide ran at the rate of five miles per
hour; and at half paft one on Saturday morning
the 19th, the flood returned with equal rapidity;
and having by three o’clock increafed with a
velocity that the beft bower cable was unequal
to refift, it broke, and the buoy f{inking by the
ftrength of ‘the current, the -anchor -and cable
were irrecoverably loft. This was an accident
that gave me very ferious concern, fince our ftock
of thefe important ftores was. already very much
reduced. " As it was nmow: becoming day-light
we proceeded up the river, with the flood tide
and a light variable breeze in the northern quar-
ter, attended with very fevere weather ; the mer-
cury being at 18. Wc‘kept near the weftern
fhore to avoid being entangled with the fhoal on
which the Refolution had grounded, and by that
means loft much of the influence of the floed ;
fo that on the ebb making about feven o’clock,
we had not advanced more than two leagues.
Here we again anchored in 13 fathoms water;
the weft Foreland by compafs bearing S. 14 E,,
diftant nine miles ; the north Foreland N. 35 E.
the ecaft Foreland S. 61 E. ; and the volcano S.
12 W. The obferved latitade was 60° 51/, but
we were not able to procure any obfervations for
the variation.

Our
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Qur Indian friends, who we had ’imagined
were on their return from. an excurfion down
the river at.the time- we met with them, now
gave us to underftand that their habitations ‘we,re_
1n this neighbourhood, on the weftern fhore, and
defired to take their leave ; they departed, thew-
ing a very high fenfe of gratitude for the kind-
nefs and attention with which they had been
treated. Whilft on board they had behaved with
a degree of modefty and decorum rarely found
among{t menin a far fnorc’;civilized ftate; and
notwithftanding they had been conftantly ex-
pofed to temptations, by articles lying in their
way which were of the moft valuable nature in
their eftimation, not the moft triﬂ‘ing thing was
mifled, nor did their honefty in any refpect {uffer
the leaft 1mpeachment. They repofed the ut-
moft confidence in our integrity, and confidercd
themfelves as much at home in our fociety, as
if we had long been their moft intimate. friends,
In fhort, if the conduct they exhibited during the
time they- pafled with us, is to be received as
their general national charaler, it indicates them
to bea p(;opl:c unactuated by ambition, jealoufy,
or avarice ; the,pafﬁons which fo ftrongly operate
on the human fpecies, to produce a conftant
dread and variance with each other, and ftimu-
late to adts of oppreflion, violence and rapacity,.
as
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as well on their neareft neighbours as the moft
diftant ftrangers.

At low tide the thoal we purpofed to avoid
was feen from the maft-head to the north-eaft-
ward, between which and the weftern fhore, on
the return of the flood tide, about two o’clock
our route was dire@ed, with a frefh breeze from
the N. N. W. which obliged us to ply, keeping
nearer the thore than the thoal. The foundings
from mid-channel towards the thoal were twenty
fathoms and upwards, but towards the land the
depth regularly decreafed to 13 and 10 fathoms.
The gale reduced us to double-reefed topfails and
forefail, and was accompanied by fo fevere a froft,
that the {pray became inftantly frozen and fell
on the decks like fleet, or {fmall particles of fnow,
and the'water that was brought up with the lead-
line, although in conftant motion, cafed it in-
tirely with ice. On meeting the ebb tide in the
evening, we anchored in 15 fathoms water, about
two leagues to the north-eaftward of the north
Foreland, and about a league from the weftern
thore. During the night a quantity of loofe 1ce
paffed the fhip, and in the morning of Sunday
the 20th the wind blew a gentle breeze from the
N. W., with intenfely cold weather, the mer-
cury ftanding at 7%. Having both wind and tide

in our favor, about three o'clock we proceeded
' towards



1704.] ~ ROUND THE WORLD. 175

towards the northern or main branch of the
river, but were foon alarmed by the appearance
of a dry fhoal in the direc¢tion of our courfe.
This appcarance was very unexpedted, as we were
then nearly purfuing the former track of the Re-
folution and Difeovery, which could fcarcely
have pafled fuch a thoal unnoticed. Many large
lumps, like racks of confiderable {ize, were lying
upon it, which at length induced me to believe,
that what we had taken for a fhoal would be
found to be only a body of dirty ice.  We had

however contended fufficiently with dangers of ¢

this fort, and baving underfiood that a Spanifh
officer had found the navigation of this extenfive
river intirely clofed by fhoals and fand banks,
extending from fide to fide fome leagues lower
down than where Captain Cook had anchored, I
did not think it prudent to proceed until fome
examination fhould have taken place; efpecially
as fome of the crew were already froft-bitten,
and in the event of our getting a-ground, the
éarry'mg out anchors, and other duties confequent
upon- fuch an accident, might expofe others to
the like inconvenience. For thefe reafons we
again anchored, and after the fun had fhone
about three hours, I difpatched Mr. Whidbey in
the. eutter to afcertain the matter in doubt.
About ten in the forenoon he returned, having
gone feveral miles beyond where the fhoal was

' fuppofed

~
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fuppofed to have been feen, without meeting lefs
than from 14 to 17 fathoms water. The appear-
ance that had been miftaken for a thoal proved
to be floating ice, which had been carried rapidly
from the fhip with the ftrength of the tide, and
then difappeared, giving it, in the gray of the
morning, the femblance of a fhoal overflowed by
the flood tide; this was manifefted by the return
of the next ebb, when, about noon, our horizon
was encompaficd in moft directions with floating

ice, of various fhapes, magnitudes, and colours.
The weather was calm and ferene, though in-
tenfely cold, and the ebb tide obliging us to re-
main ftationary, afforded a good opportunity for
making fuch obfervations as were become requi~
fite; by thefe the latitude was found to be 61° 10,
longitude 210°; and the variation in fix fets of
azimuths, by two compafles, thewed the mean
refult to be 29° 48’ eafterly, differing very mate-
rially from our laft obfervations, notwithftanding
that the two ftations were not 30 leagues. apart
the latter, however, I confidered to be the moft
corre¢t. In this fituation the north Foreland
bore by compafs S. 28 W.; the neareft thore S.
74+ W. about a league off; the ifland lying be-
fore the river Turnagain, N. 55 E. ; the entrance
of that river, N. 70 E. ; point Pofleflion, N. 87
E.; and the volcano, S. 15 W. diftant 32 leagues.
Favored with the food tide, and a foutherly
breeze,
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breeze, about three o’clock we tefumed our
courfe as beforement_iohed, and had foundings
from 13 to 17 fathoms until feven in the even-
ing, when we fuddenly came into fix and four
fathoms ; but on hauling a little to the fouth the
water again deepened to fix fathoms, in which
we anchored. The weft point of entrance into ..
the northern branch of the river, by compafs bore
N. 48 E. five leagues diftant ; its eaft point, N.
55 E.; Turnagain ifland, from N. 63 E. to caft,
and point Poffeflion, S. 35 E. diftant ten miles.
Four large pieces of ice were aground to the
north of us; and as we were about four miles to
the north of Captain Cook’s track, and a league
to the fouth of the fhoal laid down by him as
extending from the northern fhore, I confidered
the fthoal we had anchored near to have been one
that had efcaped his notice. )

The wind blew a ftrong gale in the night from
the N. N. W. the weather was intenfely cold,
attended with a heavy fall of very {mall hard
frozen fnow, that prevented our feeing very far
about us until the afternoon of Monday the 21143,
when the weather clearing up about the time of
low water, our fituation was difcovered to be
about a quarter of a mile from an extenfive dry
thoal, bearing by compafs from 5. 74 W. to N.
54 E.; evidently connected with, and lying along
the northern fhore of, the river, which was at the

Vor. V. N diftance
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diftance of about five milcs, and had the appear-
ance, by the dire&ion it took, of joining-on to
the weft point of its northern branch. This left
no doubt of its being the fame fhoal as that deli-
neated in Captain Cook’s chart, although by our
obfervations both the fhoal and ‘its adjoining fhore
feem to lie fome miles further to the fouth than
1s there reprefented.

The weather continuing to be fair, and having
a commanding breeze from the N. N. W. we
proceeded to the north-eaft along the edge of the
thoal in foundings from 13 to 19 fathoms water,
until about four o’clock, when the depth again
decreafed to fix fathoms and a half. We f{tood
towards Turnagain ifland, but not finding a
deeper channel, we anchored, in order to exa-
mine the paffage before we thould proceed fur-
ther. On this fervice Mr. Whidbey was dif-
patched at day-light the next morning, Tuefday
the 224, with two boats, and he returned about
noon, having found in the channel a depth of
water from feven to feventeen fathoms, the
deepeft water being on the ifland fide.

At four in the afternoon we weighed anchor,
with the flood and a light wefterly breeze; but
our fails had not fufficient influence to aét againft
- the ftrength of the tide, which, in fpite of every
endeavor to the contrary, prefled us toward the
ihoals, forming the northern {ide of the channel;

here
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here the fhip grounded for a fhort fpace of time,
and again floated without occafioning us the leaft
trouble; the wind from the weftward becoming
at this jun&ture fomewhat more powertul, we
hauled acrofs the channel into fcven fathoms
water, where we again anchored, havin g now ad-
vanced as far as the paflage had been examined.

A favorable change had this day taken place in
our climate; the mercury in the thermometer
had rifen to 30, the weather was ferene, the alr
comparatively mild, and we again flattered our-
felves that a more temperate feafon was at length
approaching.

The next morning, Wednefday the 23d, we
difeovered on the furface of the water innumer-
able large pieces of ﬂdating ice, which were drift-
ed by the rapidity of the tide with great viclence
againft the fhip’s bows, but fortunately they were
not of fufficient magnitude to do us any injury.
They however prevented the boats being hoifted
out until eight o'clock, when Mr. Whidbey
again proceeded in queft of a convenient ftation
for the thip, within thc entrance of the northern
‘branch ; this fervice engaged him until two in
the afternoon, when he returned, and reported
that from the thip’s anchorage the depth of water
had gradually increafed to 10 and 15 fathoms,
until he had reached the points of entrance, be-
tween which he had found 20 fa@bo'ns, and

N2 within.
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within them from 206 to 10 fathoms, but this
depth was by no means regular. He had then
direed his refearches fome diftance further up
the branch than the boats from the Refolution
and the Difcovery had penctrated in the year
1748, and found all the fhores round to the
northward compofed of compact low land; and
unlefs the branch took a very tharp turn to the
eaft or S. E. it had every appearance of terminat-
ing not many miles beyond the extent of his ex-
amination, in a {pacious bafon or harbour.

This account difappointed my expectations, as
it was not eafily reconcileable with the idea we
had formed of the interior diftance to which we
thould be led by the waters of this extenfive open-
ing. The prefumption that our progrefs would
{peedily be ftopped, became by this information
very {trong ; but as that point remained yet to
be proved, I was determined to perfevere 1n my
former intention, and weighing with the flood
about five in the evening, we fteered for the ba-
fon or harbour defcribed by Mr. Whidbey ; and
which, although by his account capable of afford-
ing us protection and fhelter again{t the winds or
the fea, did not promife any very agreeable com-
munication with the thore. Our progrefs was
uninterrupted, and having about nine at night
reached the limits of Mr. Whidbey’s examina-
tion, we anchored near the eaftern fide of the

harbour
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harbour in feven fathoms water,: black fandy
bottom. . ‘ .
- -The weather was fair the next morning, Thurf-
day the 24th, and at low tide a dry fhoal was feen
ftretching from a high cliffy point to the north-
ward on the eaftern thore, where the river took
an caftwardly diretion. This fhoal feemed to
be conne@ed with the cliffy point, and to Lz
fome fect above water, forming as it werc a ridge
that extended towards the north-weft or oppo-
fite thore, and was apparently united to that fide
alfo; at any rate, it was evident that if a channel
did exift it could only be a very narrow one, and
our curiofity became greatly. excited by the ap-
pearances before us, - For our fatisfaction in this
particular, and for the purpefe of finding a more
convenient ftation for the fhip, and a fupply of
trefh water, I made an excurfion after breakfaft,
accompanied by fome of the officers.

We had not long quitted the thip, before we
found a ftream of excellent water on the eaftern
thore, which, with little labour in clearing away
the ice, could be very conveniently obtained.
Qur attention was now principally dire&ted to a
bay. or cove, that feemed to be fituated to the
fouthward of the cliffy point before-mentioned,
where | entertained hopes of finding a commo-
dious refting place for the thip, free from the in-
ronveriience of the drifting ice, which fecmed

' N3 likely
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likely to occafion us much annoyance. On
reaching the fouth point of this bay, we obferved
near the edge of the fteep cliffs that form it, fome
houfes ; thefe we vifited, but found them fcarcely
more than the fkeletons of habitations, that had
apparently been fome time.deferted.  The large
ones were four in number, of a different fhape
cad conflruétion to any of the houfes of the
North Weft American Indians we had yet feen.
One of thefe was twenty-four feet long, and
about fourteen feet wide, built with upright and
crofs fpars, had been covered in with the bark of
the birch tree, and when in good repair muft
have been a very tolerably comfortable dwelling.
Their thape refembled that of a barn, the fides
perpendicular about nine feet high, and the top
of the roof about four fect higher, which inclined
uniformly from the fides until it met in the
middle. Bcﬁdc thefe there were two or three
{maller tencments or hovels half under ground,

and built more after the prevailing fathion of the
native inhabitants of thefe regions. . This cir-
cumﬁance, n addltlon to the fpars of which the
larger houfes were formed, having all been cut
down by axes, and cvxdently by perfons accuf-
tomed to fuch tools, induced us to fuppofe that
this village had been the refidence of a party of
Ruffians, or fome other European vifitors, not

only from the conftruétion of the larger houfes,

but
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but from the circumftance of thefe Indians not
having yet been induced to make the leaft ufe of
the axe, but univerfally preferring and uﬁn‘g iron'
tools in the form of the knife or chifel.

From hence we proceeded to the examination
of the bay. On founding from point to p'oint,:
the deepeft water was not found to exceed from
four to five fathoms, and this neafly at the top
of the flood. And as the rife and fall of the tide
according to our menfuration was not lefs than
four fathoms, this part of the bay muft necc{Taril'y? '
be nearly dry at low water. After pafling to
the north of the high cliffy point to which at
low tide the fhoal had appeared to be united,
we had fér the fpace of a quarter of a mile nine
and ten fathoms water, but on fteering over to-
wards the oppofite or north-weft fhore the depth
inftantly decreafed to four and three fathoms,
and by keeping as nearly as we could judge on
the fhoal ridge feen from the fhip, the depth
was found to be from twenty to fourteen feet
water, until within a little diftance of the
north-weft fide, when we had a few cafts of
~feven and a half fathoms. At this time it was
the top of high water neap tides. °

Being unprovided for a more comprehenfive
furvey, we left for future examination the width
of thefe fmall fpaces of deep water; aslikewife
the afcertaining whether ‘this flioal conftituted

N4 only
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only a bar, and whether the extenfiwve fheet of
wafer to the E. M. E. became again navigable
for fhipping, and ftretched to any remote diftance
in that direction. The general appearance of
the country indicated the contrary, as the fhores,
in every direction in which we had feen them,
had uniformly appeared to defcend gradually,
from the mountains to their termination at the
water-fide, in low flat land, apparently firm and
compact; fhould thefe waters therefore penetrate’
beyond the limits of our view, thetr courfe muft
have ‘been between interlocking points at no
great diftance from each other.

Qur curlofity fo far fatisfied, we returned to the
fhip, not very well able to reconcile with each
other the feveral circumftances that had thus
- fallen. under our: obfervation ; namely, the ra-
pidity and regularity of the tide forming equal
intervals of flood and ebby,; both. of equal ftrength,
and fétting at the rate of three miles an hour;
with the -wa,tér, even at' dead low tide, little, if
at all, frefher than that of the ocean, although at
the diftance, of near 70 lca.gues from the fea.
Thcfe feveral circumftances could not be con~
fidered, notwithftanding the appearance of the
fhores, as md»catlons of an carly termination of
this extenfive opening on the coaft.

The watering place to which I intended to
refort lymg to the fouth of eur anchorage, we

weighed



1794.] ~ ROUND THE WORLD. 185
weighed with the latter part of the ebb, in order
to place the fhip as conveniently to it as the
fhores would admit ; but in attempting this, the
fhip ran a-ground on a fheal that had efcaped
our obfervation, lying between our laft anchorage
and the thore. An anchor was immcdia’tely car~
ried out, and on the return of the flood the vef-
fel was hove off, without having received any
apparent injury.

The next morning, Friday the 25th, Mr.
Swaine was fent with a party to clear away
the ice before the run of water, and prepare a
convenient fpot for the recéption of the eatks;
whilft another boat was employed in fearch of
the moft convenient anchorage for the thip. This
being found about a mile to the fouthward of the
run of water, we proceeded in the évcn-ing, tock:
our ftation there, and nwored with a cable each
way in five fathoms depth at low water," foft
bottom, compofed of fmall loofe ftones, and fine
black fand, R

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER V.

szgerous Situation of the S/zzp in Confequence of
Ice—Examination of the upper Part of Cook's
River—1Its final Termination proving it to be only
an extenfive Arm of the Sea, it obtains the Name
of Cook’s Inlet—Joined by the Chatham—DMr.
Puger’s Narrative during the Separation of the
two Veffels—Vifited by Ruffians—Quit Cook's
Inlet—Aftronomical and nantical Obfervations.

AVING taken a ftation as conveniently to

the thore as circumftances would permit,

on the morning of Saturday the 26th, we fat
ourfelves earneftly about the feveral neceflary du-
ties we had to perform, amongft which was the
procuring of wood and water from the fhore..
This fervice was greatly interrupted by'the float-
ing ice, which by the rapidity of the tides was
rendered very dangerous to our boats, the utmoft
caution being required to prevent their being
crufhed, not only when they were along the fide
of the fhip, but in their communication with the
land, by the ice which was in motion, and by
that lodged on the fhore ; againft which the
more buoyant mafles, though of confiderable fize,
were
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were driven with great violence and dafhed to
pieces.  Some anxiety was likewife felt for the
fafety of our cables, though every precaution in
our power was taken for their protection.

In the afternoon we were vifited by twenty-
three of the natives in a large fkin canoe. Thefe
people were deftitute of any weapons, and were
conducted by a young.chief, named Chatidooltz,
who feemed to poflefs great authority, and to be
treated with much refpe@ by every individual of
the party; whofe humble demeanor manifefted
the inferiority of them all, excepting one named
Kaniffooch, who appeared to be fomewhat younger
than the chief, and to whom alfo the reft thewed
much attention. This man attended the chief
on all occafions, and was the only one who was
permitted to {it on the fame feat with him, the
others {quatting themfelves down on the deck.
At firft half a dozen only were admitted on board,
but towards the evening the chief earneftly foli-
cited that they might all be allowed to enter the
fhip, and that their canoe might be taken on
board.  Apprehenfive that' fome pilfering aéts
might be committed, I made the chief acquainted
with my fufpicions, and the confequent objec-
tion I had to their fleeping on board. This,
though we were totally unacquainted with cach
others language, was communicated by figns too
expreffive of our meanings to be miftaken, as

were
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were the affurances of the chief that I might rely
ou their honefly ; at the fame time exprefling
‘much apprehenfion for the fafety of his people
and their canoe, who were in a dangerous pre-
dicament, from the large mafles of ice that were
now pafling the fhip. Thefe arguments, toge-
ther with the extremely good behaviour of thofe
few of their countrymen who had vifited us, not
many leagues from our then ftation, induced me
to comply with the earneft defire of Chatidooltz,
and on their coming on board each prefented me
with one or two martin fkins. They {feemed to
be highly gratified with the indulgence granted
them, fcrupuloufly exact in every particular, and
‘behaved with 2 degree of modefty and caution
left they thould give offence, that was beyond
example, and extremely engaging.

Some of our gentlemen in queft of game on
fhore, had fallen in with a family of about 18
Indians, from whom they received the kindeft at-
tention -and crvility ; and they had in return in-
vited four or five of them on board; which invi-
tation they readily accepted. The latter party
were evidently of a different tribe or fociety from
thofe with Chatidooltz ; but they neverthelefs
were upon amicable and friendly terms, and paf-
fed a moft cheerful evening together, and feem-
ingly much to their mutual fatisfa@ion. After
eating a hearty fupper of falt meat and bifcuit,

they
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they refted very quietly until the next morning,
when each of the party received from me pre-
fents of fnhuff’ and tobacco, ear-thells, iron chi-
{els, beads, hawk’s bells, buttons and needles,
all of which feemed to be highly valued, and
were accepted with exprefiions of the moft grate-
ful acknowledgment.

On Sunday the 27th, as the drift ice did not
feem to be in fuch abundance as on the preced-
ing day, the chief and his party took their leave,
and evinced their approbation of the treatment
they had received by finging as they paddled
round the thip; on which occafion Chatidooltz,
being the only one ftanding up in the canoe,
performed many antic tricks that were very ludi-
crous. The behaviour of thefe people whilit on
board was perfeitly correfpondent with the afli-
rances given by their chief, and was in every re-
{pe&t, not only free from the leaft cenfure, but
deferving the higheft commendation. They were
permitted without any reftraint to go where they
‘pleafed, and to fatisfy their curiofity in examin-
ing whatever attraled their attention, and with-
out incurring the leaft difapprobation. The chicf
promifed to repeat his vifit in the courfe of a few
days; and I endeavoured to make him wunder-
ftand that game or fith would be very aceeptable
to us, but the figns he made mn return did not
encourage us to hope for a fupply of thefc refrefhi-

i menta:
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fnents; on the contrary, he requefted and pro-
cured fome bread and meat to take home with
him, which evinced that food at this {eafon of
the year with them, was not in abundance.

- ‘Monday the 28th.—Since the 21ft, the wea-
ther had been very ferene, and the intenfity of
the cold had greatly abated ; the thermometer n
the day time now ftood at 40, and the mgbts
were attended with little froft.

Anxious to avoid every poffible delay, Mr.
Whidbey, with two boats equipped for ten days,
was difpatched with directions to examine the
river Turnagain, fo long as his ftores and provi-
fions thould lafk; but thould that river be foon
found to terminate, then to profecute the exa-
mination of the eaftern thore to the eaft Fore-
land, from thence acrofs the river to the weft
Foreland, and to continue his furvey along the
weltern fhore back to the ftation of the fhip;
having fuppo{ed from the appearance of the land
that an opening, which might prove extenfive,
did exift a few leagues to the north-eaftward of
the north Foreland. In the mean time I thould
endeavour, as foon as our bufinefs an board was
tolerably forward, to fatisfy myfelf with refpe&t
to the termination or further extent of thefe
waters.

The drift ice already menticned as exceflively
troublefome, and greatly ob{tructing our opera-

o
ticns
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tions with the fhore, had latterly been confidered
in a diminifhing ftate; but contrary to our ex-
pectations, 1t was much 'augménted by the flood
tide, and large mafles, forming almoft complete
fields of ice, were driven by the increafed rapi-
dity of the fpring tides (that now moved at the
rate’of nearly five miles an hour) againft the bows
of the fhip with alarming violence, and made me
regret too late having difpatched the boats; not
only on account of their fafety, for which I be-
came very appichenfive; but alfo, left we thould
be driven {from our ftation by this powerful op-
ponent, without being able to leave on thore any
inftructions for their direction.

The following day, Tuefday 29th, brought no
favorable alteration ; the quantity of ice and the
rapidity of the tide, particularly on the flood, were
greatly increafed and were truly alarming. One
large body of 1ice hooked the fmall bower cable,
and with the violence of the tide broke it abeut
15 fathoms from the bows; at the {ame time the
cable of the beft bower, by which alone the fhip
now rode, was conftantly preffed with fuch im-
menfe weights, that we fhould have bad no hope
of 1ts being able to fuftain them, had it not been
a new fixtcen-inch cable, nearly three inches in
girth more than thofe of our eftablifhment, which
had been procured at the cape of Good Hope, and
to all appearance was very {trong and well made.

Notwith-
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) 'VNotwithAf’candingf however the confidence we
had 1n this, our fituation was very. irkfome and
extremely uncomfortable, from the apprehenfion
left the cable fhould be unable to refift the vio-
lent fhocks it repeatedly received; forin the event
of its breaking, we fhould then be reduced to
only one anchor and a thirteen inch cable for-our
prefervation.

All communication with the fhore was at an
end, and our apprehenfions for the thip’s fafety
were now increafed by the violence With which
the ice, nearly as hard and ponderous as the folid
rock, was frequently driven againft the thip’s
bows, occafioning, fuch fhocks as to awaken our
fears, left the hull of the veflel thould fuftuin
fome material injury. In addition to thefe very
unpleafant circumitances, on heaving in the flack
of the cable at high water we difcovered it to be
chafed, by its having rubbed again{t fome rocks at
the bottom. This accident was as unexpeéted ag
it was ungrateful to our feelings, To have quit-
ted a flation {o precarious, and fo pregnant with
difafters of the moft alarming nature, would have
been a moft happy relief ; yet, had we been ever
fo much inclined, we were denied this refource,
for not a breath of air had been in motion dur-
mg the laft twenty-four- hours. Had we at-
tempted to. move, we muft have refigned ours
felves to thc,immcdiate influence and impetuo-

ity
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fity of the ftream, encumbered with huge maffes
of ice, through a very narrow and intricate chan-
nel, without being able to leave behind us the
leaft intimation for the guidance of the abfent
part of our little community in the boats. Our
fmall bower anchor and cable were not confi-
dered to be irretrievably loft, and were of too
much importance to be -willingly abandoned.
Thus circumftanced, we had no alternative but
to remain, and encounter, as long as we might
be able, fuch a maffive body of ice, as I believe no
commander of a Greenland thip, though fuch
veflels are ftrengthened and prote@ed for this

“efpecial purpofe, would have attempted to have
refifted, unlefs obliged fo to do by the moft ur-
gent neceflity.

Towards flack water, particulaﬂy on the re-
flux, we had fome fhort intermiffions of thefe
threatening dangers: in one of which, about
noon of Wednefday the 30th, by means of creep-
-ing we fortunately hooked the broken cable ; but
- the rapid return of the ice with the flood afforded
but fufficient time to afhx a buoy to it, for the
purpofe of recovering 1t with more facility at the
next favorable opportunity.b '

' Juft about the time of high water we were
vifited by ten Ruffians, and about twice that
number of Indians, in a large open rowing boat;
who with great difficulty and much circumfpec-
Vor. V, o tion
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tion got to the thip through the drift ice, which
had now almoft formed one conneéted field from
fide to fide. On their arrival the thip was tole-
rably quiet, but on the return of the ebb we were
{o incommoded by the ice, that our vifitors ex-
prefled great concern for our fafety. They fre-
quently afked if the fhip did not make much
water, and whether we were duly attentive to
that particular. This was perhaps fuggefted to
them by their not feeing the pumps at work, for
whofe fervices very fortunately we had little oc-
cafion. If I rightly underftood them, they had
come with an intention of pafling the night with
us; but after remaining on board three very un-
pleafant hours, they took the advantage of an ex-
tenfive open fpace between the fields of ice and
departed, -

Being ignorant of the Ruffian language, and
our minds being filled with the greateft anxiety,
we were ill calculated for the reception and en-
tertainment of firangers, and confequently not
likely to benefit by their converfation, or by any
information they might have been able to have
communicated. They however very clearly gave
me to underftand, that our anchorage was not in
a river, but in an arm of the fea, which finally
clofed about fifteen verfts beyond the ftation we
had taken. This intelligence appeared to corref-
pond with what had been feen from the boats on ]

“the
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the 24th, which had given us reafon to believe,
- that beyond the extent of our excurfion on that
day 1t was fcarcely navigable for boats. We alfo )
underftood, that the river Turnagain terminated
not far within its entrance, where they had walked
over a hill or mountain that occupied the fpace
of fifteen or fixteen verfts, and that they had
there defcended into an arm of the fea that had
communication with Prince William’s found ;
acrofs which ifthmus is the route, by which they
{tated that all their intercourfe between the Ru{-
fian fettlements, in this and that extenfive inlet,
was now carried on. One of thefe eftablithments
I underftood was about eight miles to the fouth-
eaft of the eaft Foreland, where a Ruffian two-
mafted veflel was then lying; and that they had
another near the north Foreland, from whence
the party had come; and a third on the ifland
of St. Hermogenes. In Prince William’s found
I underftood the Ruffians had an eftablifhment
in port Etches, and another near Kayes ifland.
Throughout the whole of this converfation, they
fcemed to ufe every endeavour to imprefs us with
an idea, that the American continent and adja-
cent iflands, as far to the eaftward as the meri-
dian of Kayes ifland, belonged exclufively to the
Ruffian emprre. /
Whilft we were thus annoyed by the ice, and

kept in a continued ftate of impatience and foli-
G2 citude,

i
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citude, the weather, though cold, was delight-
fully ferene and pleafant, and on Thurfday, the
11t of May, we had the fatisfaction of feeing a lefs
quantity of ice brought up by the flood tide, and
at low water we had the good fortune to recover
our anchor and cable. The next day, however,
we were again rnuch inconvenienced by the ice,
and 1n the hope of a clearer bottom, we fhifted
our ftation a little to the fouth-eaftward, but by
no means improved our condition; for at low wa-
ter the cable was found to have hooked to a rock,
and whilft we were endeavouring to clear 1t, the
thip on fuddenly fwinging in thore grounded, and
fo remained until the was floated off by the re-
turn of the flood tide. On founding, much more
water than the veflel drew was found clofe around
her ; and from hence it 1s reafonable to fuppofe,
that the thip had refted on one of thofe appa-
rently moveable fabricks of rock before defcribed,
which lie in great numbers over all the fhallow
flats, extending from thefe thores as far down as
the low water of the fpring tides enabled us to
difcern.

At the flack of the flood tide, with a light
breeze from the fouth, we weighed, ftood more
into mid-channel, and anchored in 12 fathoms,
fandy bottom. ‘The weather altered, and a ma-
terial change took place on Saturday the 3d. The
{ky was obfcured by thick mifty rain and fog,
i : that
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that continued until the forenoon of Sunday the
4th, when the weather became again fair and
pleafant, and we had the fatisfaétion of feeing the
farface of the water nearly free from ice, and of
re-commencing our bufinefs with the thore.

In the evening we had the happinefs of re-
ceiving Mr. Whidbey and his party on board,
after having accomplifhied the fervice he had been
fent to perform. :

His courfe had been direéted from the thip’s
ftation along the larboard or eaftern fhore, to the
fouth-weft point of entrance into this branch,
which, after His Excellency the Ruffian ambaf-
fador at the Britith court, I call Point Wo-
RoNzo, fituated in latitude 60° 8’, longitude
210° 36’; and its north-eaft point of entrance
lying from point Woronzow, N. 37 E. diftant
two miles, I call Point MackENZIE, after the
Right Honorable James Stuart Mackenzie. From
point Woronzow the eaftern fhore takes a direc-
tion S. 19 W. for four miles, to a point which I
call Pornt CampBELL, and which, with point
Poffeflion, may be confidered as the outer north-
eaft and fouth-weft points of Turnagain river.

Mr. Whidbey proceeded clofe along that thore,
but he was foon interrupted by a fhoal that ex-
tends from it ta the north-ecaft point of Turn-
again ifland, and obliged us to pafs along the
north fide of the ifland, which in a diretion. E,

O3 | N. E.
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N.E. and W.S. W. 1s three miles and a half
long, and half a league broad. Near its weit
point a fhoal ftretches about half a league 1n a
north-weft direction, from the weft point of the
ifland, where the latitude was obferved to be
61° 8’. Endeavours were made to get in with
the larboard or north-eaft thore without fuccefs,
being again repulfed by the fhoals that extend
from three to four miles fromit. The examina-
tion was continued up this arm in five, fix, and
feven fathoms water, favored by a ftrong flood
tide, but attended with fo frefh a gale from the
eaftward, that a very heavy and irregular fwell
was produced, which in two inftances nearly
filled the large cutter, broke off the head of the
rudder, and required the utmoft efforts and ex-
ertions of the party to preferve the boat from
finking. The fhores in their vicinity were inac-
ceffible, and, under circumftances fo difcouraging,
they had no other probable means of bettering
their condition, than by inclining as near to the
fouthern fhore as the fhoals that extended from
it would permit; this was effeed, and when the
range of the arm was fhut in, the water became
fmoother. About five in the evening they reach-
ed a fmall iflet lying clofe to the fouthern fhore,
in a direCtion from the weft point of Turnagain
fland, S. 45 E. diftant fourteen miles. ‘The
flood at this time being nearly expended, and

this
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this feeming likely to prove an eligible refting
place for the night, no time was loft in endea-
vouring to obtain fome relief from the uncom-
fortable fituation to which they had been reduced
by the feas that had broken into the boats, and
had wetted moft of their arms and apparel, Thelr
repofe during the night was greatly difturbed by
large quantities of ice that were brought down
by the ebb tide, and occafioned them great la-
bour and difficulty to prevent the boats being
broken adrift, :

The ftrong eafterly gale continuing, and the
tide being adverfe to their purfuit, the party was
detained until noon the next day on the iflet,
which lies about a league to the fouth-weft of
what may be confidered as the inner fouth-weft
point of entrance into Turnagain river, whofe
inner north-eaft point lies from it N. 42 E. at the
diftance of three miles and three quarters. The
latitude on the iflet was obferved to be 60° 572/,
its longitudé 210° 43’; low water aftorded a good
opportunity for viewing the {furrounding region,
The fhores between the outer and inner points
appeared to be from three to four leagues afyn-
der; each fide formed a bay at high water, but
the thores of thefe bays could not be approached,
on account of the fhallow flat that extends from
the land on the northern fide from three to five
miles, and from the oppofite fhore about half
| 04 that
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that di{’cénce, between which is a channel about
a league and a half wide, which is al{o interrupted
by a fhoal that appeared in many places to be dry,
and fituated about midway betwéen the iflet and
Turnagain ifland ; lying ina direétion N. E. and
S. W. about a league and a half long, and half a
league broad, leaving between its fouth point and
the thoals extending from the fouthern fhore, a
channel not more than half a league in width.

- ‘With the firft of the flood the party proceeded
in foundings from feven to eleven fathoms, until
they had paffed the inner points of entrance,
when the depth of water fuddenly decreafed to
four fathoms, and thortly after to two and three
feet, even in mid-channel, from whence the di-
rection of the rnver extended about S. 70 E.;
this was purfued for about four leagues from the
place where the water had firft become thoal ;
the fthores were compact, and the width was now
contra¢ted from a league to half that diftance.
Mr. Whidbey feveral times crofled from fide to
fide, without finding more than thirty feet water,
néarly at the conclufion of the flood tide, and in
a channel not more than an hundred yards wide."
From hence this arm, (for it was now proved to be
no longer intitled to the name of a river) appear-
ed {till to extend in the above direGion for about
feven miles further, where, in latitude 60° 547,
longitude 211° 30/, it feemed finally to terminate

in
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in a circular manner, furrounded by high fteep

barren mountains, covered with perpetual fnow.

This termination, though fcarcely admitting of -
a doubt, Mr. Whidbey was very anxious to af-

certain more pofitively than by the diftant view

that had been afforded of it; but as they had

now.advanced as far up as a very repid flood tide

would carry them, they could not attempt to

contend with the ebb, which returns at the rate

of five or fix miles an hour; and the fhores on

either fide within their reach did not afford the

leaft fhelter where they could have waited for

the fucceeding flood, and have been protected,

during the ebb, from the dangers to which they

muft of neceffity have been expofed, from the

1mmenfe maffes of ice in all direGtions, fome lying

aground, others floating or rolling by the force of
the {ftream over the foft mud that compofes the

bottom. For thefe reafons they were obliged to

return with the ebb, and did not find any fhelter

until they had arrived ‘within a league of the iflet

before mentioned, where, about nine in the even-

ing, they reached a fmall cove, that admitted of
their boats being hauled up clear of the ice dur-

ing the night.

~ The country bordering upon the bays between
the outer and inner points of Turnagain arm is

low, well wooded, and rifes with a gradual af-

cent, until at the inner point of entrance, where

the

-
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the fhores fuddenly rifc to lofty eminences in
nearly pcrpendicular cliffs, and compofe ftupen-
dous mountains that are broken into chafms and
deep gullies. Down thefe rufhed immenfe tor-
rents of water, rendering the naked fides of thefe
precipices awfully grand; on their tops grew a
few ftunted pine trees, but they were nearly def-
titute of every other vegetable production. The
tide in this fituation rofe thirty fcet perpendicu-
larly, fo that at low water this arm muft be dry
or nearly fo; and as Mr. Whidbey confidered it
unfafe to be navigated, and undeferving any fur-
ther examination, he proceeded in the morning of
the 30th 1n the execution of his further orders,
towards point Pofleffion, which by our obferva-
tions 1s fituated in latitude 61° 8/, longitude
210° 18".  The bottle left there by Captain
King was fearched for without effet ; and as the
party proceeded to the fouth-weft, they met the
Ruffian boat on its way to the thip; but as they
were bound in different dire&ions, the interview
was fhort, and without acquiring any information
m addition to that which had been already de-
tailed. On the commencement of the flood the
party was obliged to {ftop at a point lying from
point Pofleffion, S. 65 W. at the diftance of
feven miles. Here a diftant view was obtained
ot the fhores before them to the fouth-weft. The
whole fpace, ‘{0 far as they were able to difcern

anv
J
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any objedls, was incumbered with an immenfe
number of conical rocks, detached from each
other on a bank of fand and fmall ftones, that
extended a league and upwards from the fhore.
Thefe rocks are of different elevations, and as few
of them are of fufficient height to appear above
the furface at high water, the navigating of this
thore with fuch rapid tides required to be under-
taken with the greateft caution. The ebb tide
in the night being ill calculated for this purpofe,
their tents were pitched on the upper part of the
beach, clear of the fhow, with which the ground
was as yet in moft places covered.

In the evening, on the difcharge of fome muf-
kets that had become damp, fifteen Indians came
from the woods, and with great cheerfulnefs and
affability welcomed their new vifitors, by pre-
fenting them with fome dried falmon; which
very friendly behavioyy Mr. Whidbey amply re-
quited, and accompanied them to their habita-
tions, which were about a mile from the boats,
confifting of two huts that had been recently
built, each containing a family of about fifteen
perfons, of different ages and both fexes; whofe be-
haviour wasin exﬁ:ry refpect marked with the fame
honeft and orderly decorum exhibited by thoft of
their countrymen who had vifited the thip.

The next morning their furvey was continued
through this rocky labyrinth, extending along the

thore
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fhore about feven leagues, to a point lying from
the eaft Foreland N. 35 E. diftant two leagues.
The utmoft circumfpection was required to con-
du& the boats clear of thefe dangerous pyrami-
dical rocks, rifing perpendicularly from a bafe at
the depth of four to nine fathoms, andl perfedtly
fteep on every fide within the diftance of a boat’s
length. Had our boats grounded on any of them
with the rapidity of the falling tide, nothing lefs
than inftant deftruction could have been expedt-
ed. This very extraordinary rugged region ap-
peared to join the fouthern fide of the fhoal, on
which the Refolution had grounded in the year
1778; and hence it muft be confidered as a moft
fortunate circumftance that neither Captain Cook
nor ourfelves had attempted to pafs on the fouth
fide of that fhoal.

Betwecen the pomnt where this fhoal terminates
and the eaft Foreland is a thallow bay, with
foundings of feven and eight fathoms, within a
convenient diftance from the fhore, fheltered
from the eaft, fouth, and fouth-weft winds, and
not much expofed to thoie which blow from the
oppofite quarters. Mr. Whidbey’s examination
of this place, howevér, was not very minute,
being anxious to accomplith the more important
objelts of his expedition. On reaching the eaft
Foreland he obferved the latitude to be 60° 43/,
longitude 209° 19'.  This comprehended the

extent;
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extent of the furvey on the eaftern fthore. After
croffing over to the weft Foreland, a diftance of
eight miles and an half in a weft diretion be-
tween thefe points, they hauled up their boats,
to prevent their being injured by the ice, which
defcended in vaft bodies down the river, and
refted here for the night; where they were vi-
fited by our Indian paffengers, who exprefled
much pleafure on feeing them again, and pre-
fented them with the only eatables they ‘had to
offer, a few dried falmon. The next morning
(May the 2d) the weather was hazy, a heavy
{well wrolled from the fouth, and broke with
much violence on the fhore, along which they
had continued their furvey to the north Foreland,
fituated in latitude 01° 4/, longitude 209° 37.
The fpace between this point and the weft Fore-
land forms a fpacious open bay. Shallow water
extends from the latter to within about five
leagues of the former point, from whence a depth
of five fathoms was found clofe to the main land.
Many of the natives were feen about their habi-
tations as our party pafled along the bay; and,
where they had occafion to land, fome of thefe
good people obferving that the boats were pre-
vented by the thoals from reaching the thore,
they rufhed into the water, notwithftanding the
w eather was very cold and unpleafant, and of-
fered their friendly aflifance to lland our gentle-

men,
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men, by carrying them through the water;
which acceptable fervice they not only performed
with the greateft care and attention, but made
their new vifitors fome’ trivial prefents; which
were recompenced by returns highly fatisfactory
to them. The ebb tide having commenced by
the time they had reached the north Foreland,
our party ftopped for the night clofe in the vi-
cinity of the Ruffian eftablithment, mentioned
by thofe who had vifited the fhip in the large
gpen boat, to which our, gentlemen received a
moft friendly invitation.

At this {tation there was only one large-houfe,
about fifty feet long, twenty-four wide, and about
ten feet high; this was appropriated to the refi-
dence of nineteen Ruffians, under the direétions
of an elderly man, who condudled our party into
the houfe by a fmall door, that was its only en-
trance, and feated them at a table near the upper
or turther end of the habitation, where a repaft,
confifting of dried fith and cranberries, was pro-
duced; but the offenfive fmell of the houfe pre-
vented any relifh for thefe dainties, and on their
hoft perceiving a reluance to partake of the re-
trethments he had fet before thefn, he ordered
the cranberries to be taken away, and after they
had been beaten up with fome train oil, they
were re-produced, with the hope of their being
rendered in this' flate more palatable. Thefe

hofpitable
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hofpitable endeavours to entertain their vifitors
proving unfuccefsful, and our gentlemen having
facrificed as much to politenefs as their ftomachs
would bear, felt great relief in once more breath-
ing the pure though cold air, and returned to
their tents ; where the badnefs of the weather
detained them the following day, and afforded
them an opportunity of repaying the intended
hofpitality of their Ruffian friends, who very
heartily partook of fuch cheer as the party had

to offer. ‘ ,
By the afliftance of a very indifferent intct-
preter, . Mr. Whidbey underftood that the Ruf-
fians had been at this ftation nearly four years,
yet there was not the leaft appearance of cultiva-
tion, although in the fummer feafon the foil moft
probably was capable of producing many ufeful
articles of food. This, however, feemed to be
of little moment to the Furopean refidents, as
they appeared to be perfe&ly content to live after
the manner of the native Indians of the country;
partaking with cqual relith and appetite their
grofsand naufeous fcod, adopting the fame fafthion,
and ufing the fame materials for their apparel,
and differing from them 1in their exterior appear-
ance only by the want of paint on their faces, and
by their not wearing any of the Indian orna-
ments, So far as any conclufion could be drawn
{from
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from this fhort interview, the Ruffians feemed
to live upon the moft intimate terms of friend-
thip with the Indians of all defcriptions, who ap-
peared to be perfectly fatisfied in being fubjected
to the Ruffian authority.

The weather proving more favorable, on the
4th the party again proceeded early in the morn-
ing, and continued their furvey from the north
Foreland along the weftern thore ; where, for the
{pace of about two leagues to the north of this
point, tolerably good anchorage was found, and
commodious communication with the fhore,
abounding with wood clofe to the water fide,
and affording feveral ftreams of excellent water.
But this fpace was greatly expofed to the eaft and
fouth-eaft winds, which are evidently the moft
prevailing and violent in this country; as Mr.
Whidbey remarked, in every place where he had

“landed, that all the trees that had fallen were
lying with their heads toward the W. and N. W.
and that all the perennial vegetables alfo were
lodged with their tops in the fame dire&ions.
From this extent the fhoals gradually ftretched
to the diftance of five miles from the fhore, until
they joined on to point Mackenzic; the land
between this point and the north Forcland was.
compoied of a low and perfectly compact fhore,
without the fmalleft difcernible obje&, fo near as
’ the
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the fhoals allowed them to approach; and hav-
ing now fully accomplifhed the objed of their
expedition, they returned to the thip.

It now only remained to determine the extent
- of the place we were in; and notwithftanding
that the low water at {pring tides had fufficiently
thewn that we were already advanced nearly to
its utmoft navigable boundary, yet fo extraor-
dinary and unexpeted a termination of this ex-
tenfive inlet demanded a more minute inveftiga-
tion. - .

‘Whilft our wood and water were completing,
which the ice had prevented our accomplithing,
on Tuefday morning the 6th, accompanicd by
Mr. Baker, Mr. Menzies, and fome other gen-
tlemen, I departed with the yawl and {fmall cut-
ter, provided with fupplies for four days. Our
examination was directed along the weftern thore;
and we were not long in determining that, at a
little diftance from the place where we had for-
merly founded, the thoals, which were dry at low
water, connected the two fhores together; and
from an eminence that we afcended, we faw the
fpace beyond, which at high tide becomes an
- extenfive theet of water, now occupied by num-
berlefs banks of fand one behind the other, with
fmall pools of water between them. Notiwith-
ftanding thefe indications that any further ex-
amination was unneceflary, I refolved to continue

Vor. V. = P our
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our refearches as far as it might be found navi-
gable for the boats; and for that purpofe we
kept on the weftern thore, although we could
not approach very near it, on account of the
fhoals that extended from #, on which were
lodged a very large quantity of ice. The depth
of water was generally one, two, and three fa-
thoms, very irregular, and now and then four
fathoms at about half flood.

As we advanced to the north-eaft, the weftern
thore gradually inclined towards the eaftern fhore,
until they were not more than half a mile afun-
der, forming ftill a fmall continuation of the
branch, in which we found from eight to twelve
feet water, nearly at high tide; this we followed
about two miles, when our curiofity became fa-
tisfied by feeing its eaftern banks unite with thofe
on the weftern fide, and terminate in a circular
‘form, the moft diftant part being about half a
league from us, in which fpace was fome banks
of dry fand.

The fhores we had pafled were compadl ; two
or or three fmall {ftreams of frefh water flowed
into the branch between low fteep banks; above
thefe the furface was nearly flat, and formed a
fort of plain, on which there was no fhow, and
but very few trees. This plain ftretched to the
foot of a conneéted body of mountains, which,
excepting between the weft and north-weft, were

not
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not very remote ; and even in that quarter the
country might be confidered as moderately ele-
vated, bounded by diftant ftupendous mountains
covered with fnow, and apparently detached fronz
each other; though poffibly they might be con-
nected by land of infufficient height to ihtercept
our horizon. This we had found to be the cafe
with the conne&ed ridges on the coaft of North
Weft America, whofe lofty fummits formed in
many inftances the bafes only of the ftill more
ftupendous detached mountains. To the north-
ward round by the eaft, and towards the fouth-
eaft, the nearer mountains, though of a height
inferior to thofe in the oppofite region, were .
capped with fnow, and appeared to form an un-
interrupted barrier; the defcending plains from
which ‘feemed, by their apparent uniformity, to
indicate no probability of their being any where
interfeted by water. That which flowed be-
tween the banks of the river ftill retained a very
confiderable degree of faltnefs, and clearly proved
that neither by falls, flats, marfhes, or fens, any
Iargc body of frefh water found its way to the
ocean by this communication, and that confe-
quently, according to the general acceptation of
geogréphical terms, this can be no longer con-
fidered as a river; I fhall therefore diftinguith 1t
,henccforth as an inlet. ‘
Thus terminated this very emfnfvc -opening
P2 cn
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on the coaft of North Weft America, to which,
had the great and firft difcoverer of it, whofe
name it bears, dedicated one day more to its fur-
ther examination, he would have fpared the
theoretical navigators, who have followed him
in their clofets, the tafk of ingenioufly afcribing
to this arm of the occan a channel, through
which a north-weft paffage exifting according to
their do&rines, might ultimately be difcovered.
Whilft we were engaged in making the ne-
ceflary obfervations for afcertaining the final ter-
mination of Coox’s INLET, the northern extent
of which was found to be in latitude 61° 29/ lon-
gitude 211° 17/, we were attended by a party of
the natives, who condu®ed themfelves in the
fame orderly manner as thofe we had before
feen; they invited us with great earneftnefs to
their habitation, which was found on the plain
about a mile from the water fide ; it confifted of
a houfe fimilar to thofe we had feen on the 24th
of April, and, like them, appeared to have been
conftruted by the Ruffians; but as it was greatly
out of repair, we fuppofed it was now only ap-
propriated as a temporary refting place for tra-
vellers.  Our vifit, I believe, was very acceptable,
if a judgment might be formed by our reception
and the cheerful and affable behaviour of the
whole party, who, on finding that our intentions
were to depart, folicited us to prolong our flay;

and,
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and, as an inducement for doing fo, gave us to
underftand, that our friendly young chief Chati=
dooltz was at no great diftance, and would foon
arrive at their dwelling.  But our curiofity being
fatisfied, and having no bufinefs to detain us
longer, we took our leave, and directed our way
back to the fhip with the firft of the ebb tide ;
and found but juft fufficient depth of water for
the boats over the fhallow flat we had to pafs,
extending about five leagues. About four o’clock
in the afternoon we arrived on board, where
" “every thing was in rcadinefs to return down the
inlet the next morning. .

Although, by the information we had thus ac-
quired, the profpect of concluding our furvey of
the coaft during the prefent feafon was greatly
improved, yet it was not pofiible to avoid a cer=
tain degree of mortification from the refle¢tion,
that our opinions refpecting the extent to which
thefe waters were likely to lead, had been fo ex-
tremely erroncous. This evidently proved the
fallacy of analogous reafoning, which the human
mind is too apt to render fubfervient to fome fa-
vorite hypothefis, and too frequently to adopt,
even under the appearance of manifeft contradic-
tions.

In the evening two guns were heard in the
offing, and on the next morning, Wedne{day the
7th, a brig was feen at anchor before the entrance

Ps3 into
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into this place, which proved to be the Chatham
Mr. Baker was unmedwtc]y fent to advife the
commandmg officer that we thould return by the
earlieft opporﬁunity.

About noon Mr. Puget came on board, from
whom I learned, that on the evening of our fe-
paration he had carried a prefs of fail 1 order to
keep up with us, which, together with a very
heavy, irregular fea, occafioned the vefiel to la-
bour extremely, and yet the made fo hittle pro-
grefs, that their diftance from us was gradually
increafed until the Difcovery was no longer vi-
fible. The next morning (March 16th} upwards
of four feet water was found in the Chatham’s
hold; this in a great meafure accounted for the
preflure and uneafinefs under which the vefel
had laboured the preceding evening. To difen-
gage themfelves from this inconvenience both
pﬁmps were employed until eight o’clock. M.
Puget ftated likewife, that during their paflage
from the Sandwich iflands the Chatham had
proved rather crank, and that her upper Works
had been found very Ieaky

Agreeably to the appointed rendezvous, Mr.
Puget had commenced and cantinued his exami-
‘nation of the weftern fide of this inlet from cape
- Douglas to our prefent ftation; it was found to be
a compact thore, without any collateral branches,
or navigable Ohemngs but as fome further ob-

{ervations
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fervations were neceflary for adjufting our furvey
‘of that coaft, which in all probability would be
procured in our paflage down the inlet, the de-
livery of his documents was poftponed until we
fhould arrive in port Chalmers ; neverthelefs, as
the principal occurrences appertain to his re-
fearches in this inlet, I fhall here infert the par-
ticulars of the information fo acquired. ‘
Few circumftances worthy of remark feemed
to have taken place during the Chatham’s paffage
to the coaft of America, which was feen at day-
light on the toth of April; and at noon, in lati-
- tude 56° 567, cape Greville bore by compafs N.
50 W. and the fouthernmoft land in fight S. 74
W. Her courfe was now direéted at the diftance
of 7 to 15 leagues from the land, which, by the
12th at noon, brought them to the latitude of
580 22/,cape St. Hermogenes by compafs bear-
ing 8. 55 W. and the coaft in fight from S. 85
W.toS. 35 W. Favored with a frefh breeze
from the S. 8. E. they fteered towards cape
Douglas, between the barren ifles and point
Banks, for the purpofe of acquiring fome infor-
mation refpeéting Smoky bay. ‘Between cape
St. Hermogenes and point Banks many detached
rocks were feen, lying at fome diftance from the
main land, but the thores in their immediate
neighbourhood appeared to be bold, and free from
any vifible danger. The S. E. wind increafed in
” Pa _ the
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the evening, attended with fome fnow. “In paf-
fing point Banks they were vifited by two Ruf-
fians, who, by the help of an indifferent inter-
preter, informed them that no veflel had gone
up the inlet this feafon; and from hence - they
concluded that they thould precede the Difcovery
in its examination. By the moft intelligent of
the twe, whofe name was George Portoft, they
were alfo informed, that to the fouth-eaft of
point Banks they had paffed a very fine harbour,
where the Ruffians had an eftablithment, and
where a {loop, mounting eight carriage guns was
then lying, under the command of Alexander
Berrenoff'; which gentleman he f(aid would be
happy to vifit the Chatham in the morning,
could he be informed where the was likely to be
found ; but this was fo intirely dependant upon
circumitances that no appointment could poffibly
be made. Portoff ftated, that this eftablithment
confifted of forty Ruffians, that they had another
of equal confequence in Prince William’s found,
and fome fmaller ones up the inlet. Mr. Puget
endeavoured to procure fome information relative
to Mr, Billings’s voyage of difcovery, under the
Ruffian authority, in thefe regions, and alfo con-
cerning the navigable extent of the inlet; but all
his inquiries proved unfuccefsful, as the Ruffians
either could not,  or would not, comprehend any
of thofe queftions,  On their departure they very

obligingly
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obligingly took charge of a letter which Mr.
Puget had addrefled to me, communicating the
information of the Chatham’s arrival, and the
plan of operations he intended to purfue.

The wind, which had veered in the nig‘dt to
the N. E., fell calm early in the mo:ning of the
13th, and was attended by a very heavy fall of
fnow ; which continued, notwith{’can‘ding a fine
breeze {prang up about noon from the N.'W.
with which their courfe was ftill dire&ed towards
the weftern fhore, in the hope, that fome interval
of clear weather would enable them to find thelter
in the vicinity of the place where their furvey
was intended to commence. But as a firong
ebb tide {at out from that thore, and as the wind
had fhifted more to the weftward, with an ap-
pearance of very unfettled weather, Mr. Puget »
was induced to ftand over towards cape Eliza-
beth ; as the thores there were known to aftord
both fhelter and anchorage, to which 1t was
highly important to refort, until the {eafon thould
be more propitious to the ardous tatk of difco-
very. » '

The obfcurity produced by the falling fhow,
rendered their fituation very irkfome and un-
pleafant as they approached the eaftern fide of
the inlet, efpecially as at this time they were
threatened with a ftorm. At length they dif-
covered that they had entered a bay to the north

of
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of cape Elizabeth, with the appearance of a
harbour to the eaft, and a cove before them on
the northern fide, that promifed to afford fecure
anchorage. For this they immediately fteered,
and paffed fome funken rocks that lie about a
quarter of a mile from the fhore. Here they felt
the influence of a very ftrong flood tide from the
eaftward, through the channel formed by the
iflands lying off that fhore, which, having met
with fome oppofing current, appeared like break-
ers, extending nearly half way acrofs the en-
trance 1nto the cove; and although the depth
was not lefs than 14 fathoms, yet fo violent was
the agitation, that the cabin windows were
obliged to be fecured by the dead lights. The
cove having the appearance of being an eligible
refting place until the weather fhould permit
them to become better acquainted with the ad-
jacent fhores, they worked in, and anchored in
five fathoms water, fandy bottom. The fouth-
weft point of the cove, in a line with cape Eliza-
‘beth, bore by compafs S. 5 W.; a narrow chan-
nel leading to fea between the iflands and the
main land, S. 48 E.. ; the bottom of the cove, N.
67 W.; and the nearett thore S. 57 W. a quarter
of a mile diftant. _

The very. menacing appearance of the weather
in the afternoon, direéted them to lofe no time in
fearching for a place of greater fafety ; and about

four



1704.] ROUND THE WORLD. 219

four o'clock a boat, that had been fent on this
fervice to the north-ecaftward, returned with the
very pleafant intclligencc, that at not more than
~ half a league from the cove there was a harbour,
affording every fhelter and prote&ion that could
be required. During the abfence of the boat the
gale, as well as the fall of fnow, had greatly in-
creafed, and both were fHill increafing ; the wind
however was favorable to their proceeding to
this retreat, at which they foon arrived. It proved
to be a perfedt bafon, and they anchored in it at
a convenient diftance from the fouthern thore.
Fo having thus providentially gained this pro-
tefted fituation, they probably owed their pre~
fervation ; for during the night they had a very
heavy fall of fnow, attended by a moft violent
{torm from the fouthward, and an intenfe troft,
the thermometer being at 20. To the fury of
this ftorm they would have been very danger-
oufly expofed at their former anchorage, for not-
withftanding that the very fnug ftation they had
now taken was not mere than three hundred
yards from the weather fhore; yet {o violent was
the gale, that they were obliged to let go a {fecond
anchor to prevent the veflel from driving.

, The wind in the morning had much abated of
its fury, but the fall of fnow and the feverity of
the froft ftill continued. This inclemency of
the weather did not prevent the vifits of the na-

tives.
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tives. About twenty-fix of thefe good people,
in fmall fkin canoes, approached the Chatham
with fome little caution. All the party, except-
ing one canoe, ftopped at the entrance of the
harbour until this one ‘had reconnoitred, who
meeting with an agreeable reception, the ap-
pointed fignal was made, and the others without
further hefitation inftantly repaired alongfide,
and were admitted on board.

Their condu@ was exactly fimilar to that of
their more northern neighbours who had vifited
the Difcovery, all their a&ions were dire&ted by
the f{tricteft honefty; the moft implicit confi-
dence was repofed in all their dealings, and in no
one inftance did they abufe the indulgences that
were thewn to them. They were very cager,
expert, and clever in all their commercial deal-
ings. They bartered away their garments, wea-
pons, fithing-tackle, and ornaments in great va-
riety, but neither offered, nor appeared to have
any furs for fale. Their various articles of drefs,
&c. were exchanged principally for {poons and
beads, as thefe people placed but little value on
iron or copper. Many of them {poke the Ruf-
fian language, and from what could be inferred
from their converfation and figns, 1t fhould ap-
pear that they are much attached to the people
of that nation. 2 ' v

The wind at N, W. bringing more favorable

weather
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weather in the evening, the Chatham proceeded
about half a league along -the fouthern fhore, in
order to take a ftation near an excellent run of
water, and which in other refpets was more
commodious for tranfading their bufinefs with
the fhore. * When moored the watering' place
bore by compafs S.17 E., at the diftance of a
cable and a half; the points of entrance into the
harbour, S. 81 W.,and N. 70 W.; fome detach-
ed rocks above water, from N. 66 E. to N. #7
"E.; the oppofite fide of the harbour being about
a mile diftant. '

Owing to the extreme ihclemency of the wea-
ther, their operations of refitting were greatly
retarded ; ftorms fucceeded ftorms, blowing from
all quarters with great violence, and attended
with very heavy falls of fhow. In one of thefe,
on the 19th, the mercury in the thermometer
fell to 15, which was the gréatc{’c degree of cold
they experienced.

‘The wind between eaft and S. E. blew on the
22d with more than its former fury, and during
the night obliged them to ride with two anchors
a-head Au‘ntil ‘the next morning; when, after
fome very heavy rain, the wind moderated, the
clouds difperfed, and by noon the weather had
become ferene and pleafant, the mercury having
rifen to 42. This favorable change enabled them
to accomplifh all their neceflary bufinefs with

the
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the fhore, and on the following morning they
failed out of the harbour, for the purpofe of pro-
ceeding towards cape Douglas ; but calm weather
about noon obliged them to anchor in the cove
hefore mentioned, immediately on the outfide of
the harbour, where a fingle Ruffian took up his
refidence amongft a fmall party of the natives.
This man, with another of the name of Malla-
cha, who faid he commanded a floop mounting
eight guns, had, during the boifterous weather,
vifited the Chatham. On much anxiety being
at that time exprefled to procure fome tidings of
the Difcovery, and as fome intelligence feemed
likely to be gained by fending over to cape Doug-
las, Mallacha took charge of a letter from Mr.
Puget, which he promifed fhould be fafely de«
livered, and an anfwer returned in cafe the Dif-
covery had arrived in the inlet. Mr. Puget pre-
fented him with an affortment of ufeful commo-
dities, and added to thefe fome provifions and
rum. This tranfadtion took place on the 23d,
and he promifed to be back, or to meet the Chat-
ham on her way towards cape Douglas, in the
courfe of a few days; but on their arrival in this
cove, they were greatly furprized by receiving a
vifit from the refident Ruffian in a ftate of intoxi-
cation, who delivered a requeft from Mallacha
for an additional fupply of rum, and who, from
this man’s account, appeared to have been in this

cove.
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cove ever fince he had quitted the Chatham, and
in a conftant ftate of inebriety. Mr. Puget, juttly
incenfed at Mallacha’s unpardonable condud, re-
fufed his requeft ; and confidered the following
information given by the other as deferving of
little credit. He ftated, that about 12 or 14 days
before fome Indians had feen a three mafted vef=
fel pafs to the north of the barren iflands on her
way up the inlet, and that an Englith veffel had
anchored off the Kodiak for about four hours,
and then was driven to fea by a fouth- caﬁ gale,
and had been rio more feen.

On this occafion I cannot help obferving, that
the difcrediting of thefe reports was probably
more owing to incorrect interpreters than any in-
tention on the part of the Ruffians to deceive,
and it thews the great uncertainty of any infor-
mation obtained, when a competent knowledge
of the language made ufe of is not mutually pof-
fefled by the parties converfing. This carnot
probably be more fully exemplified than in the
prefent inftance, in which it 1s fair to prefume,
that the intelligence conveyed was founded on

fa&s; for the Difcovery had unqueftionably paf-
fed to the north of the barren iflands, and had
dire&ed her courfe up the inlet about the time
alluded to: we had litkewife been becalmed on
the evening of the 5th of April, with moft of
our fails clewed up, within four or five miles of .

the
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the eaftern coaft of Kodiak, where we remained
ftationary in good foundings nearly four hours,
and might eafily have been confidered at anchor ;
from whence, with the wind in the eattern quar-
ter, we were driven to fea, and contended with
much boifterous weather. The Indians alfo, who
vifited the Difcovery whilft becalmed, clearly
underftood the was an Englifh veflel ; thus the
reports made to Mr. Puget feem to have corref-
ponded with our motions, aiid admit a prefump-
tion, that a judgment rather too hafty was formed
of the veracity of thefe Ruffians. '

But to refume Mr. Puget’s narrative, it ap-
peared that on thore, in the cove near the Indian
village, a crofs was ereéted, on which were fe-
veral infcriptions in the Ruffian character.

A ftrong gale from the S. E., attended with
very ‘thick mifty weather, continued, and de-
tained the Chatham until the evening of the 28th,
when the wind becoming lefs violent, prepara-
tions were made for failling the next morning.
About midnight, a party, in a dozen canoes, ar-
rived, conducted by Portoft the Ruffian, who had
vifited them when off point Banks, and prefented
them with a fupply of cod and halibut, heing the
fir(t they had caught this feafon. Portoff was
queftioned concerning the letter intrufted to his
care off point Banks, by Mr. Puget ; in reply to |
which he ftated, that it had been fent to a fhip

they
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they had received intelligence of being in the in-
let, but the Indians who had been difpatched af-

ter her had returned unfuccefsful, without ob-

taining any certain information where the veflel-
was to be found. ‘

In the low grounds, at the head of the cove,
the officers of the Chatham had been fo fortu-
nate as to kill fome wild geefe and ducks. The
weather on the 29th being fair, with a pleafant
breeze from the northward, they finally Quitted -
this place, which obtained the name of PorT
CuaTHAM ; it is fituated behind the ifland which
forms cape Elizabeth, and from that promontory
extends to a point in a dire&ion N. 45 E. five
miles and a half, and from thence it terminates
in an excellent harbour, about two miles long
from weft to eaft, and one mile broad from north
to fouth, affording fecure and convenient anchor-
age. The paffage into it pafling to the north-
wefl of cape Elizabeth, is free from all obftruc-
tions, but fuch as are fufﬁcicntly confpicuous, or
eafily avoided ; thefe confift principally of thoals;
that extend a little diftance from  each point of
the cove, and an iflet, about which are fome
rocks that lie to the fouth-weft of the fouth-eaft
point of entrance into the harbour. A narrow
chanrel exifts between the rocks and the main
land, from {even to 12 fathoms deep. The found~ .
ings n general in port Chatham are tolerably re-

Vor.V, Q gular
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gular from five to twenty-five fathoms, the bot-
tom a {hff clay, the fhores in moft places are a
low border, very well wooded with pine trees
and fome fhrubs. This border occupies a: {mall
{pace between the water fide and the foot of the
mountains that compofe the neighbouring coun-
try, up which, to a certain height, trees and
other vegetables were product_id; but their more
clevated parts appeared to be barren, and their
{ummits were covered with fnow, in all prcba-
bility perpetual. The Chatham’s anchorage, off
the run of water, was found to be in latitude 5¢°
14/, longitude 209°4/, vanation 24° eafterly,
The rife and fall of the tide, near the change of
the moon, was 14, but during the neap tides not
more than 10 or 11 feet. High water about an
hour after the moon had pafled the meridian;
but this and other circumftances relative to the
tides were found to be greatly influenced by the
force and dire¢tion of the winds. The fituation
of the harbour, n refpect of its vicinity to the
ocean, its free accefs, egrefs, and Very conve-
nient communication with the thore, are confi-
dered by Mr. Puget to be at lcaft equal, if not.
fuperior, to the generality of the ports that we
had vifited in thefe regions.

After quitting port Chatham, owing to faint
variable winds it was near noon on the 30th be-
fore they had reached within a few miles of cape

Douglas,
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Douglas, ‘where the coaft 1s compofed of a low
tract of country, {tretching into the fea from the
bafe of very lofty mountains wrapped in fnow,
which alfo covered the furface of the land quite
down to the water’s edge. This was likewife
the cafe with that which appeared to be the ex-
tremity of the cape, fituated in latitude 58° 527,
ltmgitude 207° 21’; off which, a few miles to
the northward, lies a very low flat ifland ; and
to the northward of the mountains that form the
promontory of cape Douglas is a lofty rugged
ridge, that at a diftance feemed to be detached,
and to give an appearance of many openings in
the coaft; buton a nearer approach 1t was found
to be firmly conneéted by land lefs elevated, and
forming a deep bay between the cape and the
lower borders of mount St. Auguftin.  This be-
came the firft object of their examination.

Light baffling winds rendcrihg the progrefs of
the veflel extremely flow, a boat was difpatched
to facilitate the operations of their furvey. By
noon the weather had materially changed; a
fwell rolled 1n from the eaftward, and as this was
attended by other indications of a return of the
fouth-eaft and eafterly ftorms, the boat was re-
called, and the Chatham ftood to the northward,

“in the hope of finding fome place of fhelter ; but
the wind beyi‘ng unfteady, and the tide fetting faft
_ towards the low fhores of cape Douglas, they an-
Q2 chored
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chored in 21 fathoms water, {foft bottom. Mount
St. Auguftin bore by compafs N.24 W.; anap-
pearance like a harbour, S. 83 W.; the above
low flat ifland from S. 39 E. to S. 77 E., diftant
about a mile; and a ledge of rocks ftretching
from its north-eaft point, N. 82 E. Atlow wa-
ter the extent of this reef was very materially in--
creafed. A very uncomfortable night was paf-
fed in this expofed fituation, which however they
had no means of quiftiﬁg, becaufe 1t fell calm,
and continued fo moft part of the night; yet the
atmofphere bore a very tempeftuous appearance,
and they had a very heavy and irregular {fwell
from the eaftward, which with the ebb tide de--
tained them at anchor until ten in the forenoon
of the 11t of May. In the aét of weighing the
cable parted, by which unfortunate accident the
anchor was 1rrecoverably loft. -

With a geatle breeze from the N. E. they ftood
to the weftward in order to examine the bay, and
found the depth of water to decreafe from feven-
teen to nine fathoms. At this time a long reef
was difcovered, on which the fea broke with
great violence, extending from a low rocky iflet
lying before the apparent harbour above-men-
tioned. The fhores of the bay in moft diretions.
feemed to be compa&®, but encumbered with
Jarge rocks and ftones; this appearance induced:
Mr. Puget to retire from fuch dangers, and to

: direét
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dire& his courfe to the northward for mount St.,
Auguftin. The depth of water was 10, 11, and
12 fathoms, on pafling at the diftance of about
four leagues from the bottom of the bay, which
is formed by an extenfive low country, lying be-
tween the bafe of the rugged range of moun-
tains before mentioned, and the water fide. The
termination of this bay not appearing to have the
leaft navigable opening i it, a more minute ex-
amination was deemed unneceflary.

As they approached mount St. Auguftin 1t was
found to conftitute a very remarkable ifland, rif-
ing with an uniform afcent from the thores to
its lotty fummit, which is ncarlyl perpendicular
to the centre of the ifland, inclining fomewhat
to its caftern fide. The width of the paffuge be-
tween it and - the main land 1s about {ix miles,
through which they failed within about half a
league of the weftern thore of the ifland in feven,
five, and nine fathoms water, and after pafling
its weftern extremity, anchored on the north fide
in twelve fathoms water, muddy bottom; the
thores of the ifland bearing by compafs from N.
65 E. to S. 4 W., the neareft thore S. 10 E,,
about two miles diftant, and its moft elevated
part fituated S. 73 E. in latitude 59° 22/, 'longi-
tude 207°10’. This ifland is {tated by Mr. Puget
to be about nine leagues in circuit; towards the
fea-fide it 1s very low, from whence it rifes,

Q3 | though
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though regular, with rather a fteep afcent, and
forms a lofty, uniform, conical mountain, pre-
fenting nearly the fame appearance {rom every,
point of view, and clothed down to the water’s
edge with fnow and ice, through which neither
tree nor fhrub were feen to protrude ; fo that if
it did produce any, they muft either have been
very {fmall, or the fnow muft have been fuffici-
ently deep to have concealed them. The land-
ing upon this ifland was effected with fome dif-
ficulty on the ebbing tide, in confequence of the
fhore being bounded at the diftance of a quarter
of a mile by innumerable large detached rocks,
through which a paflage was found with much
labour for the boat. Fragments of rock fimilay
to thofe which have been already defcribed, ap-
peared to lie off moft parts of the ifland, but no
where at fo great a diftance as from its northern
fhore.

In the evening Mr. Puget ftates that they were
vifited by two Ruffians, accompanied by a fmall
party of the natives, whofe refidence was toward
the north-caft point of the ifland ; their vifit was
not of a very interefting nature, as they brought
with them thhing to diffofe of, nor could they
give any account whether any veflel had paffed
up the inlet in the courfe of the feafon. On this
fubject the gentlemen in the Chatham began to
be very anxicus, but as they entertained not the

leaft
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leaft doubt that they had preceded the Difcovery
in their furvey, a letter communicating fuch in-

telligence was entrufted to their Ruffian vifitors.
Early in the morning of the 3d of May they
proceeded to the northward with a light air from
the 5. 5. W., attended with fair and pleafant wea-
ther; and as they advanced along the weftern
thore of the inlet, it was obferved to be indented
and broken into coves and {mall ba};s, that ap-
peared likely to afford convenmient anchorage.
The points of thefe bays were in general fteep
and rocky, behind which rofe a compa& moun-
tainous country to a confiderable height, being a
continuation of the range extending from cape
Douglas, clad in perpetual fnow ; and feemingly
deftitute of any vegetable productions except on
a narrow flat margiﬁ commencing at the foot of
thofe mountains, and forming the fea thore,
which was tolerably well wooded. At noon their
obferved latitude was 59° 34’; the northernmoft
land then in fight, a low point covered with trees,
bore by compafs N. 25 E.; cape Elizabeth, N.
81 E.; the ifland of St. Auguftin, from S. 40 E.
to fouth, diftant three lcagues; the nea.eft thore
diftant three miles; and to the north-weft there
were three iflets, behind which was the appear-
ance of anchorage and thelter. The foutherly
breeze increafing in the afternoon enabled them
to make great progrefs, obferving as they pafled
Q 4 o few
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a few fmall bays or coves on the compa& weftern
thore. In the cvening they were met by one
hundred and fifty fkin canoes, which were efti-
mated to contain about three hundred of the na-
tives ; fome carried three perfons, others two,
and a few only one perfon. They fpoke the Ruf~
fian language, pulled off their hats or caps, and
bowed as they pafled ; {everal attempted to reach
the veflel, but were prevented by the favorable
breeze which was too valuable at this time to be
facrificed to the curiofity of the Indians. The
Chatham continued her route along the fhores,
fimilar to thofe already defcribed, until ten
o’clock, when fhe hauled her wind, and plied
under an eafy fail during the night.

At this time they had reached that part of the
weftern fhore which had undergone our previous
examination. By Mr. Puget’s journal it appears,
that a compac, connected body of very high
mountainous land binds the weftern fhore of this
inlet, at no great diftance from the water fide, all
the way from cape Douglas to the volcano ; from
whence the fame lofty range continues until it
branches off to the north-weft, towards thofe
mountains that, from the upper part of the inlet
bore the appearance of being detached. The
found, whofe waters appca_rcd to us on the 15th
of April to wath the bafe of the volcano moun-
tain, was approached by them much nearer than

Py
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by us, and is defcribed by Mr. Puget as having
been feen quite round ; in its fouth-weft part 1s
a {mall opening formed by two low poiats co-
vered with wood; the entrance is very narrow,
and at iow water a flat, interfperfed with large
detached {ftones, -appeared to extend from the
commencement of that low land to its termina-
tion, including the paflage into the opening or
rivulet.  Under thefe circumftances it was con-
fidered -as unworthy of any further examination,
and with the afliftance of the flod tide their
route was purfued-to the northward, between the
low ifland and the main land, in foundings from
30 to 13 fathoms; keeping necar the former, in
the expedtation of feeing fome of the Ruffians
from the eftablifhment that Malacha had ftated
to be on the ifland. This was pafled within about
half a league of its weftern fide, and a fignal gun
was fired, but to no effe@. About eight o’clock
they anchored for the night in 12 fathoms water,
coarfe gravelly bottom. The north-weft point of
the ifland bore by compafs N. 32 E., diftant four
miles, and the fouth point S. 30 W., diftant three
angues. Early in the morning of the 5th of May
they proceeded towards the weflt Foreland, with
foundings from 13 to 25 fathoms, until within
about four miles and a half of the fhores of the
main land, north of the ifland, when the depth
decreafed, and as the flood tide was then over,

| they
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they anchored in ten fathoms water, rocky bot-
tom. The welt Foreland bore by compafs N.
42 E., four or five miles diftant ; the north-weft
point of the ifland, S. 34 E.; the bottom of a
very open bay, formed by the land retiring a
little to the weftward of the weft Foreland, N.
17 W.; at low water the fhoal noticed by Meflrs.
‘Portlock and Dixon was diftinétly feen from the
maft-head, from S. 80 E. to S. 74 E.; anda de-
tached rock lying off the north-eaft point of the
ifland, S. 45 E.

Mr. Puget reprefents the country from the
above fuppofed found as defcending from the
bafe of the mountains, and gradually forming an
inclined plane, terminating at the water fide in
a compact beach, or low cliffs well wooded ; the
mountains rife very perpendicularly, and, like
the others that incompafs this region, are lofty,
apparently barren, and always covered with fmow;
from the fhores of this open bay a fhoal extends
fome diftance into the inlet.  Whilft they were
waiting for the return of flood, fome of the na-
tives gave them to underftand, that a three- -
mafted veffel had paffed up the inlet not many
days before, and to confirm the truth of their
report, produced the beads and other articles they
had procured from the fhip, which they defcribed
to be at anchor at no great diftance.

Notwithftanding the behaviour of thefe people

was
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was as orderly and civil as can poflibly be ima-
gined, nothing could prevail with them to carry
a letter to the veflel they fpoke of ; not from the
labour or danger that might attend their expedi-
tion, but from an objection that they had to the
letter itfelf; which they could not be induced
even to touch. A fimilar inftance of this nature
occurred to Mr. Whidbey, who withed to intruft
to the care of our Indian paﬁ’e‘ngers a letter to
be delivered to the Chatham on her arrival in
their neighbourhood, but they alfo declined hav-
ing any thing to do with it. This cautious con=
dudt proceeds in all probability, from their being
inftructed to behave i1n this manner towards
ftrangers by their Ruffian mafters, who feemed
on all occafions to poflefs great mfluence and aus
thority over them. ‘
On the firft of the flood tide the Chatham
failed round the weft Foreland, at the diftance of
about a mile from the thore, with foundings from-
7 to 12 fathoms. A rock was obferved that is
“yifible only at half tide, about the fourth of a
mile from the extremity of the point, from

~ whence they were vifited by two Indians, who
confirmed the intelligence refpecting the Difco-
very, and put the matter beyond all doubt, by
diftin&ly pronouncing my name, and pointing
out the dire&ian where the veflel would be found.
Mr. Puget immediately fo directed his courfe,
" and
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and we had the pleafure of meeting as already re«

lated. : : L
Every thing being in readinefs to depart from
a fituation that had produced us fuch a continual
anxiety, and had in other refpects been extremely
uncomfortable, we weighed with the firft of the
ebb about one o'clock in the afternoon of Wed-
| nefday the 7th, and with a light breeze from the
fouthward turned down the channel to the Cha-
tham, and anchored for the night off the north-
weft point of Turnagain ifland in 15 fathoms
water, having found the foundings, as on our
paflage up the inlet, very irregular. Here we
were vifited by two Rufflians, who came in a
large canoe or boat paddled by tezz Indians; one
of the Ruffians was the principal perfon of the
party with whom Mr. Whidbey had met near
- the north Foreland, the other a clerk, or perfon
of fome fuch defeription belonging to the eftab-
hithment on the eaftern thore to the fouthward
of the eaft Foreland; their errand was intended
as a viit to us, and as we were bound towards
their places of abode; they readily accepted an in-
vitation to procecd with us, inftead of returning
m their open boat. On the making ebb tide,
" about two o’clock on the morning of Thurfday
the 8th, we again proceeded with a light breeze
from the northward. Our courfe was dire@ed
a little nearer to the ifland than before, by which
means
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means we now pafled over in 3% fathoms water
the north part of the fhoal that extends from the
weft end of Turnagain ifland. In confequence
of this fpit, and the fhoals from the northern
thore, which alfo project in a point towards the
ifland, the navigable channel is reduced to fcarcely
a mile in width; the deepeft water, which does
not exceed fix and feven fathoms at half tide, is
neareft to the northern fide. From this fhoal
as we fteered to the fouth-weft, the depth of
water foon 1ncreafed to 12 fathoms. Our route to
the weftward was now direted about half a league
or two miles to the fouth of our former track, in.
which we confidered ourfelves clear of thoals
or other interruptions ; but we had not proceeded
more than fix miles in a weft dire¢tion from the
ifland, when the depth of water again decreafed
to 7, 5, and 4 fathoms, and on the boat that was
founding a-head coming into 3% fathoms, we
{teered more to the northward ; and on the depth
increafing we refumed our wefterly courfe, with
regular foundings from 7 to 16 fathoms, in which'
latter depth the flood tide obliged us to anchor,
until with the affiftance of the ebb tide, by five
in the afternoon we had nearly approached the: -
north Foreland, when the Ruffian commandant
took his leave, with a promife of returning in the
evening. We anchored again on the return of
the flood, about a league to the fouthward of his. .

‘ refidence,
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refidence, but faw nothing of him; the other
Ruffian however remained on board, mn order to
condu@ us to their fettlement on the eaftern
fhore, whither we did not arrive, owing to faint
variable winds, until Saturday morning the 10th,
when we anchored before a fmall creck mn 10
fathoms water, fandy bottom. The eaft Foreland
by compafs bore N. 34 W., the weft Foreland,
N. 74 W.; the volcano, S. 30 W.; the fouthern-
moft part of the eaftern thore in {ight, S.25 E;
and the creck, N. 70 E., about a league diftant.
In this fituation the obferved latitude was 60°
35/, longitude 200° 21",

Soon after we had anchored, the commanding
officer at the place fent a very civil meflage, re-
quefting we would vifit their habitation, with
which after breakfaft, accompanied by Mr. Men-
zies and our Ruffian paffenger, I complied. As
we drew near to the thore the depth of water
gradually decreafed, until in the entrance of the
creek we found but one fathom from fide to fide.
On our arrival here we were faluted by two guns
from a kind of balcony, above which the Ruffian
flag was difplayed on the top of a houfe fituated
on the cliffs, which in moft places compofe the
'fhores of the upper part of the inlet, rifing per-
‘pendicularly from a beach, which generally com-
mences at high water mark. The compliment
of two guns was repeated on our landing, where

we
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we met fome Ruflians, who came to welcome
and condudt us to their dwelling by a very indif-
ferent path, which was rendered more difagree-
able by a moft intolerable ftench, the worft, ex-
cepting that of the fkunk, I had ever the incon-
_venience of experiencing; occafioned I believe
by a depofit made during the winter of an im-
menfe colle&ion of all kinds of filth, offal, &ec.
that had now become a fluid mafs of putrid
matter, juft without the railing that inclofed
the Ruflian fa&ory, over which thefe noxious ex-
halations fpread, and feemed to become a greater
nuifance by their combination with the effluvia
arifing from the houfes. We were however con-
ftrained to pafs fome time in this eftablithment,
which occupied a fpace of about an hundred and
twenty yards fquare, fenced in by a very flout
paling of fmall fpars of pine and birch, placed
clofe together about twelve feet high. Thefe
were fixed firm in the ground, yet they appeared
to be a very defencelefs barricade againft any hof-
tile ‘attcmpts, even of the Indians, as the whole
might. eafily be reduced to athes by firc on the
outfide, as could alfo their houfes within the
fence, thofe being built with wood and covered
in with thatch. The largeft of thefe, refembling
in its fhape a barn, was about thirty-five yards
long, about as many feet in breadth, and about
~ ten or twelve feet high; this was appropriated

< te
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to the refidence of thirty-fix Ruffians, who, with
their commander Mr. Stephen Zikoff, then on
an excurfion to prince William’s fouwnd, compre-
hended the total number of Ruffians at this fta-
tion; all of whom excepting the commander
refide in this houfe, which principally confifts of
one common room, anfwering all the purpofes of
thelter, feeding, and fleeping in. For their better
accommodation when at reft, two platforms,
each about cight feet wide, were raifed about
eight or nine inches from the grourid or floor,
and extended from end to end on each fide of
the room ; thefe were divided into eighteen open
partitions or ftalls, one of which was allotted to
cach perfon, as his particular apartment, the
middle of the room being common to them all.
The ftalls were divided like thofe in the ftables -
of public inns, by pofts only, on which hung
their {pare apparel, with their arms and accou-
trements. 'The room though unglazed was to-
lerably light, as in the windows a {ubftitute for
glafs was made ufe of, which we fuppofed to be
a thin membrane from the inteftines of the
whale; this admitted a fufficient quantity of
light for all their purpofes, and excluded the wind
and inclemency of the weather. The largeft of
thefe windows was at the furtheft or upper end,
near which ftood an humble wooden table very

rudely wrought, and fuirounded by forms of the
' - fame
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fame material. To thefe we were conduéted by
two of the party who feemed to have fome fu-
perlomty over the reft, one of whom appeared to
be the principal perfon in the abfence of Mr.

Zikoff, the other a kind of fteward or perfon
charged with the moveable property belonging:
to the factory. If we underflood them right
this fettlement had been thus cftablithed twelve
years, notwithftanding which we did not per~
ceive that any attempt had been made either to
cultivate the land, or to fupply themfclves more
comfortably by the introduction of domeftic ani~
mals. The only refrethment they had to offer,
was fome cold boiled halibut, and raw dried fal«
mon intended to be eaten with it by way of
bread. This very homely fare produced us no
difappointment ; for had it been otherways, and
confifting of the greateft niceties, we thould not
have been inclined to have partaken of the re-
paft, in a place, where the atmofphere we in-
haled was fo extremely offenfive, that every fen—
fation- that is unpleafant was excited, ex_cep’cing
that of hunger. This occafioned the fhortening
of our vifit as much as common civility would
allow, and as we prepared to feek the relief of a
purer air, we were attended by our two leaders
in taking a view of the reft of the fcttlement.
We found it to confift of a fmaller houfe fituated
at the weft end of the large one, in which Mr.

Vor. V. ‘R e Zikoft
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Zikoff the commander refided, and two or three
and twenty others of different dimenfions all
huddled together without any kind of regularity,
appropriated to the depofiting of ftores, and to
the educating of Indian children in the Ruflian
language and religious perfuafion ; they were alfo
the refidence of fuch of the natives as were the
companions; or the immediate attendants on the
Buffians compofing the eftablithment. Our at-
tention was next direéted to the veflel we had
been informed belonged to this place. She was
found hauled up juft above the general line of
high water mark,. clofe under the cliffs on which
their houfes were ere¢ted. Her burthen I efti-
mated at about fixty or feventy tons; fhe was
very clumfily rigged with two mafts, and her
hull had the oakum dropping out of the feams,
and was in other refpeéts much out of repair. In
this fituation the had been for two years, and
was {till to rémain there two years longer, when
this party would be relieved, and the veflel re-
paired; in which they would return to Kamt-
{chiatka.

The place where the veffe]l was laid up was
hardly within fight of their habitation; the could
therefore in the event of any mifunderftanding
with the natives have been eafily fet on fire, or
otherwife deftroyed, which could not have been
fo eafily accomplifhed had fhe remained in the

creek,
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creck, where the water feemed to be of fufficient
depth to keep her conftantly afloat, and by that
means to afford the Ruffians a retreat that might
prove very defirable in the event of any infurrec-
tion. Their apprehenfions however on this fcore.
did not feem very great, for they were very iil
provided to defend themfelves againtt any attack.
The whole of their armoury, confifted of two
{mall brafs {wivel guns, each carrying about a
pound fhot, mounted on the balcony at the top
of the large houfe, which is fufficiently high to
overlook all the inclofed premifes ; a fimilar pieée
of ordnance at the door of the entrance, about a
dozen mufkets hanging apparently in conftant
readinefs near the upper end of the great room,
with two or three piftols, and a few fhort dag-

gers.
Our cufioﬁty and inquiries thus fatisfied, I in-
vited thefe two gentlemen to accompany us on
board, with which they readily complied. They
prefented me with a few fkins of the land ani-
mals found in the neighbourhood, and a Véry fine
halibut, which was highly acceptable, as it was
the firft freth fith we had procured this feafon.
A brifk northerly breeze prevailed on our reach-.
ing the thip ; this temptation to procced‘was too
great to allow of our remaining at anchor, though
it neceflarily thortened the ftay of our vifitors.
On their departure 1 gave them a {mall aflort-
R 2 ment

e
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ment of fuch things as were moft likely to prove
ferviceable in their retirement, which they very
thankfully accepted.

We now dire&ed our courfe along the eaftern
fhore, towards the entrance of the inlet; but the
northerly breeze being foon fucceeded by light
variable airs, our progrefs became fo flow, that
it was ten at night on Monday the 12th before
we had atrived within about eight miles of point
Bede, bearing by compafs S. 44 E. Here we
anchored in 30 fathoms water, and were vifited
by three of the natives, who brought the letter
Mr. Puget had given in charge to fome of the
Ruffians, and who prefented us with four hali-
buts, which they faid were fent by Mr. Berrenoft';
this gentleman they faid was on thore, and that
he had directed them to fay, that if we fhould -
remain at anchor until the next moring, he
would pay usa vifit. '

As I much withed for the pleafure of fecing
Mr. Berrenoff, who we had been given to un-
derftand was the commandant of all the Ruffian
eftablifhments on the Kodiak, and about the en-
trance into this inlet, I did not depart as I had
purpofed in the morning of Tuefday the 13th;
but hearing nothing further of him, with the firft
of the ebb in the afternoon, and a light breeze
from the N. W. we proceeded to the forthward.
In the mozfnm‘Jr we had been wﬁted by feveral of

the
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the natives, all of whom conduéed themfelves
like their neighbours with the utmoft propriety.
As we approached point Bede, Portoff, to whom
Mr. Puget had intrufted a letter addrefled to me
off cape Douglas, came with it on board, accom-
panied by two of his countrymen. From him
we underftood that Berrenoff, who was then on
his way, would be with us in the courfe of the
afternoon or evening; that he was very anxious
for an interview with us, and that he requefted
we would not procged to fea, On their depar-
ture one of them promifed to provide us with a
large fupply of fith by the next morning, the 14th,
About day-light he met the fhip off the Barren
ifles, and puh_é’cually performed his promife, by
affording us halibut fufficient to ferve the whole
of the crew two or three days. Hearing no tid-
ings of the commandant, and having a fteady
breeze from the eaftward, we plied towards the
ocean until noon, when the weather afluming a
very unfayorable appearance, attended with a
heavy fwell from the eaftward, we anchored off
the north part of point Bede in 31 fathoms
water, having the fouthernmoft part of that point
and cape Elizabeth in a line, bearing by compaf§
S. 54 E.; the nearcft thore, being a detached
rock with {ome fmaller ones about it, N. 51 E.
three fourths of a mile diftant; land we fuppofed
to be the points of entrance into Graham’s har-

R 3 bour,
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bour, from N. 35 E. to N. 12 E. the former at
the diftance of two, the latter at about three
leagues; the volcano, N. 64 W. and the Barren
ifles from S. 8 E. to S. 18 E.  In this fituation
our obfervations on the following day, Thur{day
the 15th, thewed the latitude to be 59° 193/, lon-
gitude 208° 41/; and the variation of ‘t\he com-
pafs by three fets of azimuths, differing from
26° 16 to 272 35/, gave the mean refult 26° 53/
caftwardly.

The friendly Ruffian, who had {o amply fup-
plied us with halibut, again appeared, and {tated,
that Mr. Berrenoff would on a certainty be with
us in the courfe of the afternoon; and, as I now
underftood he would bring an Englith interpreter
with him, an interview became infinitely more
dcﬁraBle, from the profpeét we had of acquiring
fome interefting intelligence refpe&ing thefe re-
gions; yet, as I had been twice difappointed in
fimilar aflurances, the third engagement by no
means warranted any further delay, efpecially as
the caufe which had produced our detention no
longer exifted. For thefe reafons, with the af-
fiftance of the ¢bb tide, and a wefterly wind, we '
proceeded about two o’clock, but it was fo flowly,
that it was cight o’clock in the evening before
we had pafled cape Elizabeth; which, from the
refult of our obfervations, appeared to be fituated
in latitude 5¢° ¢, longitude 208° 53%; which po-

{ition,
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fition, like that of the reft of the coaft vifited by
us this feafon, is confiderably to the eaftward of
the longitude as ftated by Captain Cook, the
difference being from 1° 8" to 1° 12/, or 1° 14',
The delineation of the fhores of this inlet and its
foundings will likewife affume, in a few inftances,
a trivial difference from the reprefentation of that
able and illuftrious navigator, in confequence of
our having been able to appropriate a greater
length of time to the examination of it than it
was in Captain Cook’s power to beftow ; yet the
difagreement of the two furveys is fo inconfider-
able, that 1t will require the eye of a critical ob-
ferver to difcover the particulars in which they

vary. T
Thus we took our leave of Cook’s inlet, where,
from our different interviews with the Ruffians
fettled on its fhores, it might have been reafon-
ably expeced that much information would have
been derived concerning the objets and advan-
tages in contemplation, from the extenfion of
that empire to fuch remote regions. Ignorance
of each other’s language, that infurmountable
obftacle to the attainment of fuch kind of know-
ledge, attended on all our inquirics, and in moft
inftances rendered them extremely inconclufive,
and often very contradiétory to what we had at
firft underftood. This difficulty was not a little
increafed by the want of information in moft of
R 4 our
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our Ruffian vifitors, with regard to every thing
that appertained to the fcience of geography.
Our‘repeated converfations with the perfon who
conduéted us to the fettlement on the eaftern
thore, led us to imagine that a navigable branch
of this inlet extended from the eaftern fide, and
communicated with an immenfe lake to the
north-eaft, in which were whales, feals, {ea otters,
and a variety of falt-water fith; that the fhores
of it were too diftant to be vifible from each
other; and that he knew not in what diretion
it united with the ocean; but that Mr. Zikoff
was gone thither, on an exploring expedition.
All this we fuppofed we had perfectly compre-
hended, until our arrival at the factory, when in
order to become better acquainted with circum-
ftances of fo much importance to us, I fought
for a confirmation of what we had thus been
told; but, to my great furprize, when I had af-
cended the balcony at the top of the houfe, I was
made to perceive in the moft unequivocal man-
ner, that it was the inlet i{ﬁzythat had been
meant, and that the caftern navigable branch
was no other than Turnagain arm, (which nearly
communicates with Prince William’s found) in
which Mr. Zikoff was gone to a Mr. Colomene,
who ‘commanded a Ruffian eftablifhment near
cape Hinchinbrook, '
- This incident will afford fufficient proof how
: little
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little dependance is to be placed on information
aflumed from perfons but ill qualified to anfwer
our queftions if underftood, and with whom, for
want of language, our communication was necef-
farily very uncertain and imperfedt; it will alfo
thew, on how flight foundation the theories of
mediterranean feas, and of a north-weft paffage,
may often reft. wr
Intelligence procured from fuch authority,
under fuch circumftances, and unfupported by
other corroborative evidence, or that does not
carry with 1t the ftrongeft prefumptive proof of
its being corre®, ought always to be received
with the utmoft caution. By this rule I had uni-
formly governed my conduct; and in the inftance
of the communication of this inlet with Prince
William’s found, I did not confider myfelf war-
ranted to credit the information we had received
to that effe&®, until it had been ftated, without
the leaft deviation or contradi¢tion, as well on
board the Chatham as the Difcovery, that a
branch of that found extended within a few
miles of the upper end of Turnagain arm.
Hence thefe two extenfive inlets appedred to
be feparated from each other only by a narrow
ifthmus of compaét mountainous land, that pre-
cluded all pofiibility of any navigable interior
water-courfe through it from any part of the
thores
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thores of ‘the intervening peminfula; and ren-
dered a minute examination of the coaft of this
peninfula of little importance, as it would have
occupied a large portion of time, and could not
have furthered the attainment of the great object
we had i view, any more than a complctc fur-
vey of the numerous lands, that in the courfe
- of the two préceding fummers we had difcovered
lying before the continental boundaries. For
this reafon I determined to make the beft of our
‘way towards Prince Willlam’s found, and to ex-
“amine the thores of the peninfula, fo far only as
could be done from the thip in pafling along 1ts
coaft. This would greatly tend to facilitate our
operations this feafon, which, notwithftanding
they had commenced at a very early period, had
yet accomplithed little iIn comparifon to the ex=-
tent of coaft we had yet to furvey in the courfe
of this fummer. Trufting that our examination
of Prince William’s found, though commencing
only from its fouth-weft point of entrance, would
juftity th#s proceeding, our courfe was directed
thither.

I had it in contemplation, during this purfuit,
thould circumftances concur, to ftop fthort of
Prince William’s found at port Andrews; fo '
named by Mr. Portlock, but called by the Ruf-
{ians Blying found ; where we had been informed

by



1704.] ROUND THE WORLD. 251

by our viﬁtors, (particularly by Portoff, who was
by far the moft intelligent) that they had an arfe-
nal, and that one or two Englithmen, affifted by
fome Ruffian artificers, were building with the
timber of the country a thip as large as the Dif-
covery. This intelligence had been obtained in
confequence of my having repeatedly inquired,
where there was a convenient {ituation for lay-
ing the Difcovery on fhore; being apprehenfive
that her bottom might have received fome in-

. jury, from the numerous accidents to which the
had been lately expofed.

Blying found was ftrongly recommended by
Portoff, who aflured me ‘that the rife and fall of
the tide on a very convenient beach, was fully
{ufficient to anfwer all our pﬁrpofes, and that his
countrymen not only poflefled the means, but
would be happy in rendering us every affiftance
we might require; and that on Mr. Berrenoff
being made acquairited with our arrival there,
he would immediately repair thither, that no-
thing in their power might be wanting to relieve
our neceffities.  But as our availing ourfelves of
thefe fervices would greatly depend on the exaft-
ing circumflances at the time of our arrival in
that neighbourhood, and particularly as Blying
found was not {o central for carrying into execu-
tion our furvey of Prince William’s found as I

could
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could have withed, I made no arrangements for
benefiting by thefe very kind and friendly offers.

Having accomplithed by our joint labours the
examination of the thores of Cook’s inlet from
cape Douglas to its utmott extremity, and from
thence to the eaft Foreland, I fhall conclude this
chapter by remarking, that although circum-
ftances did not permit us to make fuch aftrono-
mical obfervations on the fpot as I confidered ta
be neceflary for determining the longitude of our
ftation at the head of Cook’s inlet, yet we were
fortunate in obtaining thofe that very fatisfactorily
fthewed the rates of our chronometers, from which
authority we were enabled to afcertain the longi-
tudinal menfuration of our furvey, and to deduce -
from fubfequent obfervations what I confidered
as its frue longitude.

The obfervations for obtaining the latitude,
the rates of the chronometers, and the variation
of the compafs, were made on thore, at the

_watering place near the fhip’s ftation at the flead
of Cook’s inle"g; (they were as follow)

Kendall’s chronometer thewed the
longitude according to the Ka-

rakakooa rate to be - 208° ¢ 35%
Arnold’s No. 14, according to the
fame rate - - 200 31 2%

Arnold’s
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Arnold’s No. 170, according to

the fame rate - - 209° 507 407
True longitude deduced from fubs= \

fequent obfervations as before

ftated - - 210 53 15
By this authority, and twelve

fets of altitudes taken be-

tween the 26th of April and

6th of May, both days inclu-

five, Arnold’s No. 176 was

found to be faft of mean time

at Greenwich on the 6th of

May at noon - 8" 4.4/ 46" 30"
And to be gaining on mean time

per day at the rate of " 52 37
Arnold’s No. 14, faft of mean

time at Greenwich - 3 58 18 30 .
Ditto No. 14, gaining as above 22 ¢
Kendall’s faft of mean time at

- Greenwich - - 4 22230

Ditto, gaining as before = 26 22
The latitude - - 61°17

The variation of the compafs
in twenty fets of azimuths
by three different compafies,
differing from 27° 27’ to 31°
18/, thewed the mean refult
to be - - 29 30 eafterly.

Our
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Qur fituation at this ftation did not admit of
any opportunity for meafuring the rife and fall
of the tides, but in a very rough way; by which
1t appeared, that on fpring tides it amounted to
about twenty-feven fect, and that it was high
water fix hours after the moon had paffed the
meridian,

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VL.

Paffage from Cook's Inlet to Prince William's Sound
~—Meet a large Flzet of Canoes—Spring the Bow-
fprit in a Gale of Wina—Carry away if;e Fore-
yard Arrive in Port Chalmers—=Survey of
Prince Wiltian's Sound by the Boats—A violent
Storm—Vifited by a few Ruffians—Some Ac-
count of their Efiablifhments in the Sound:

Chatham difpatched to continue the Survey of
the Coaft eafiward from cape Hinchinbrook—
Aftronomical and nautical Obfervations.

FVHE weather was delightfully ferene and
pleafant, and the morning of Friday the

16th was ufhered 1n by a fight we little expected
in thefe feas. A numerous fleet of fkin canoes;,
each carrying two men only, were about the
Difcovery, and, with thofe that at the fame time
vifited the Chatham, it was computed there could
not be lefs than’ four hundred Indians prefent.
They were almoft all men grown, fo that the
tribe to which they belonged muft confequently
be a very confiderable  one. - They 1nftantly and
very willingly entered into trade, and bartered
eway their hunting and fithing implements, lines
’ and
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-and thread, extremely neat and well made from
the finews of animals ; with bags imgenioufly de-
corated with needle work, wrought on the thin
membrane of the whales inteftines; thefe articles,
with fome fith, and fome well executed models
of canoes with all their appendages, conftituted
the articles of commerce with thefe people, as
well as with our Indian friends in Cook’s inlet ;
for excepting thofe furs given to me by Chati-
‘doolt%’s party, not an article of this defcription
had been offered for fale, or even feen in the pof-
feffion of the natives, as forming a part of their
apparel, as° was the cafe in my former vifit to
this country. The clothing of thefe Americans
‘now chiefly confifted of garments made from
the fkins of birds or quadrupeds, of not the leaft
value. This humble fathion had moft likely been
“introduced by their Ruffian friends, for the fake
of increafing the number of the fkins of the fea
otter, foxes, martin, ermine, and of fuch other
animals as come under the denomination of furs,
which they find to be worth the trouble of ex-

porting. -
Thefe good people, like all the-others we had
lately feen, conducted themfelves with great pro-
" priety ; and as the wind was very light, they con-
tinued with us until near noon, when they all
retired to a bay or harbour we were then abreaft
of. Our progrefs from Cook’s inlet had been fo
flow
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flow that the Barren ifles were yet in fight, bear-
ing by compafs from 5. 34 W. to S. 48 W.; and
the cafternmoft of the iflands near cape Elizabeth,
from S. 46 W.to S. 55 W., diftant about five
leagues. On the infide of this ifland a low flat
point. projeted towards the main land, and gave
us reafon to doubt, whether between thofe iflands
_and the main land a fafe navigable channel would
"be found ; this however, could be of little im-
portance, as port Chatham 1s very acceffible by
paffing round cape Elizabeth, which at this time
was hidden from our fight. The weft point of
the above bay or harbour bore by compafs S. 72
W., five miles diftant ; the land forming its eaf-
tern pi}int, which is a proje@ing promontory, ap-
pearing at a diftance like an ifland, from N. 42
W.toN.2 E.,' about half a league from us. To-"
wards the fea it terminates in an abrupt cliff mo-
derately elevated, and is connected to the main
land by a low peninfula covered with trees. Its
north-weft fide prefented every appearance of af-
fording fheltered anchorage, and to that part of
the bay moft of the canoes repaired. We now
fteered towards the northernmoft part of the coaft
in fight, bearing by compafs N. 29 E.; the ob-
ferved latitude in this fituation was 5¢9° 91/, lon-
gitude 209° 48/, placing the fouthernmoft part
of the above promontory, which we fuppofed to
be the fame that Mr. Portlock calls point Gore,

Vor. V., S | in
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“in latitude 59° 117, longitude 209° 49’; the bay
“or harbour on its weft fide we fuppofed to be port
Dick. At firft however, this fuppofition admit-

“ted of doubt, for inftead of point Gore lying 14

“leagues to the eaftward of cape Elizabeth, our fur-

“vey made thefe promontories {carcely 10 leagues
apart.

On reference to our pofition on the coaft, the
land feen before us forming the north extreme
could be no other than the fouthernmoft of Pies
- iflands; towards which with a pleafant breeze

~ from the S. W. we made great progrefs, at the
diftance of threc or four miles from the fhore.
Two openings were pafled, and we ohferved along
the coaft feveral low detached ‘parcels of rocks, at
a greater diftance from the; main land than we
had generally remarked along the exterior coafts of
this country. One group in particular lying S.
75 W., diftant near four miles from the fouth-
ernmoft of Pies iflands, muft be very dangerous
in thick weather, efpecially as at high water dur-
" ing the fpring tides it is probably overflown. The
- coaft we failed along this day is in- moft parts
- very mountainous, and defcends rather quickly
into the ocean, excepting in thofe places where
.1t is broken into vallies, fome of which are ex-
tenfive, and gradually incline to the water fide.
Thefe in fome inftances were ftill buried in ice
and fnow, within a few yards of the wafh of the

fea;
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fea; -whiltt here and there fome of the loftieft of
the-pine’ trees juft thewed their. hcads “through
‘this frigid furface. -

"We could not av01d remarkmo' that the whole
of this: exterior coaft feemed to wear a much
‘more wintry afpect, than the countries bordering
on thofe more northern inland waters we had {o
-recently quitted,

The fouthernmoft of Ples iflands in feveral
points - of ;view forms a Very_bc‘énfpicuo'us peak,
and although not remarkable for its great height,
yet from its fingular appearance it 1s not eafily to
be miftaken in this neighbourhood, as it defcends
with great:regularity from its fummit to the wa-
“ter’s edge; its fouth cxl;remity ‘by our obferva-
tions, 1s fituated in latitude 50° 19/, longitude
210° 21/, To the north-eaftward of this ifland
the coaft ftill prefented a broken appearance, and
‘our north-eaftern point of view in the evening
exhibited a clufter of iflands and rocks, cxtend-
ing fome dlﬁancc from the main land ; thefe we
iuppofed were thofe named by Mr. Portlock
Chifweli’s ifles, lying before port Andrews, that
is to fay, Blying’s found, for which we conti-
‘nued our courfe until ten at night, when we
~hauled to the wind under an eafy fail, in order
1o keep our ftation for continuing our examina-
tion of the coaft in the morning. The depth of
water. was 75 fathoms, about five miles from the
S 2- ‘ thore.
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fhore. The fine weather ‘with ‘which we ‘had
‘been iﬁdulged' was of fhort duration. The wind
by one in the morning of Saturday the. 17th had
veered round to the eaft 'and N.E.; and in-a-few
hours reduced us to clofe-reefed topfails; and
finding in the forenoon that the bonprit was
dangercufly {prung in a flanting direétion, from
the cap nearly to the collar of the foreftay, we lay
to about an hour for the purpofe of giving-it fuch
{ecuritics as our fituation permitted us-to apply,
and then again flood to windward, under the
courfes and clofe-reefed topfails. Notwith{tand-
ing that it rained very heavily, the gale continued
to mcreafe, attended with a great fea from the
eaftward, which reduced us to our forefail and
ftorm ftayfails, until four in the afternoon, when
the mainfail and clofe-reefed topfails were again
fet. This prefs of fail I was induced to carry to
‘prevent as much as poffible our falling to leeward
during the gale, which on Sunday morning the
18th moderated, but the rain continued.

We now made fail, and ftood towards the
land ; the wind veered to the fouthward of eaft
in the forenoon, which enabled us to fteer for
the Chifwell ifles; and on the rain ceafing, in
the afternoon we got fight of them, bearing by
compafs N. N. W.; but the wind returning again
from the N. E., the night was pafled in making
thort trips, with the hope that the weather would

' prove
|
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prove raora-favorable to our withes; but in this
we were difappointed, the wind continued to be
unfettled. between eaft and IN. E., accompanied
by ity rainy weather, with fome fhort inter-
vals of - funfhing,  which afforded an op,portunity
of afcertaining the-latitude to be 5¢° 167, longi-
tude 211° 18/, The hazinefs of the atmofphere
to the northward prevented our {eeing the, coatt;
in the afternoon we pafled Chifwell’s ifles, and.
found the centge of the fouthernmoft group to be
m datitude 59° 31/, longitude 211° 107; from this
the eafternmoft, which is a. fingle detached rock,
hes IN. 54 E., about a league diftant; and the
northernmoft, which the hazy weather permit-
ted; our fceing,ﬁ having feveral lefs iflets and rocks
about ity lies W 15 E., five miles diftant.. Thefe
were all we faw of the Chifwell ifles, -which are
a group of nalied rugged rocks, feemingly defti-
tute of foil and any kind of vegetation. The
badnefs of the weather precluded our afcertain-
ing their diftance from the fhores of the penin-
fula, and prevented my carrying into exccution
the defign I had meditated of vifiting the Ruffian
eftablithment, ftated to be in the vicinity of this
part of the coaft; which continuing to be ob-
fcured by a very denfe haze or fog, would have
required far more authentic and accurate docu-
ments than were in our poffetlion, to direét us
with fafety to that ftation, and would have oc-

S 3 cupied
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cupied more time than I was now willing to de-

vote to this purpofe. |
As the thip had been fubjeét to very gteat mo-
tion, in confequence of the¢ heavy fea that had
attended the laft gale, without complaining m
any refpe&,'rl concluded that the had not fuf~
tained any material damage in her bottorn, and
therefore I determined to make the beft of our
way to Prince William’s found. The wind con-
tinuing to blow! from nearly the dire@ion we
withed to f{teer, we prl"ied'"_to”wind“Ward, but ohhy
increafed our diftance from the point we wilhed
to gain, until the evening of Tuefday the 20th;
when, with a light foutherly breeze, our courfe
was direed for the fouthpart of Montagu ifland,
which was feen on the 'morning of Wedn@fday
the 21ft; but: the-rain and thick weather pre-
vented any diftinét view of if unfil the fofgfioon,
when the‘atmofphere becoming clear we were
enabled'to procure the neceffary obfervations for
thewing the latitude at noon to be 59° 38’, lon-
gitude 212° 524, The fouthernmoft land in
fight at that time bore by compafs S. 88 W., the
fouth point of Montagu ifland N. 64 W, diftant
ten miles; heénce that point appears to be fitu-
ated 1n latitude 5¢° 467, longitude 212° 417 the
northernmott part of Montagu ifland in fight,
apparently a low projecting point, covered with
wood, N. 1 W., diftant {eventcen miles; and the
outer-
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outermoft of a clufter of fix rocky iflets ftretch-
ing from it, N, 7 E. Thefe iilets were not feen
by Captain Cook, nor do they appear to have
been noticed by thofe who have followed that
able and indefatigable navigator in this hemi-
fphere. Thefe iflets {feemed to be chiefly com-
pofed of fteep cliffs nearly level on their tops, and
may ferve as a diretion in thick or gloomy wea-
ther to the fouth point of Montagu ifland, lying
from it, according to our eftimation, about N.
62 E., diftant feventeen miles. They are tole-
rably well wooded, and are not liable to be mif-
taken, particularly for the Chifwell ifles, becaufe
thofe appear to be intirely barren.

My intention was to have pafléed along the
fouth-caft fide of Montagu ifland, but the wind
veering again to the eaftward, and the weather
bemg again overcaft, we bore up, and in the
evening we anchored within the fouth point of
this ifland, in 21 fathoms water. Its fthores bore
by compafs from S. 30 E. to'N. 11 E. ; the for-
mer at the diftance of three miles, and its neareft
thore S.53 E., onc mile diftant; the iflands
forming the weft {fide of this channel into Prince
William’s found from N. 12 W. to S, 89 W.,
and the fouthernmoft part of the main land in
- fight S. 69 W. During the night we had a light
brecze from the land, with fome rain, and a very
heavy fwell that rolled round the fouth point of

| 54 ~ Montagu
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Montagu ifland, up the channel, giving us reafon
to fuppofe that in all probability we had efcaped
a boifterous and very unpleafant gale from the
eaftward, having been fcreened, by the lofty
mountains that compofe the ifland, from' the vio-
lence of its fury. The fame weather continued,
with a breeze from the N, E., and a ftream that
we confidered to be the ebb tide fetting to the
eaftward, until ten in the forenoon of Thur{day
the 22d, when on the current taking an oppofite
line of direction we weighed, but were fo little
affifted by the tide that we proceeded very flowly.
Whilflt we were at anchor we were vifited by
four of the natives, in two fmall fkin cances, one
of whom was an elderly man, who feemed to
know we were from England, as he frequently
made ufe of the words ¢ Englith, Portlock, and
Nootka;” by the two former there could be no
doubt of his meaning, and by the latter we fup-
pofed he meant the veffel in which Mr. Meares
had pafled a winter in this found. Thefe people
brought nothing to difpofe of, nor could any in-
treaty prevall on them to venture on board,
though they readily accepted fuch trivial prefents
as were made to them, expreffing their thank-
fulnefs in the Ruffian language, and giving us to
underftand, that there were fome people of that

nation refiding up the found.
In the afternoon the wind blew frefh from the
N.E
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N.E., and towards evening increafed to a hard
gale, attended with heavy fqualls and {howers of
‘rain, In one of thefe fqualls the head of the
bowiprit broke fhort off ; but as we 1l con-
tinued to make fome progrefs by turning to
‘windward, I was willing to keep under weigh
- as long as the day-light lafted, efpecially as we
found tolerably good foundings on the Montagu
ifland fide of the channel, to the north of a point
which I have called Point Baziyn, in latitude
60° 1; but fouth of that point towards the an- v
chorage we had quitted, no bottom could be
reached with 60 to 80 fathoms of line, within a
mile of the thore. Having it thus in our power’
to anchor when and where we pleafed under a
weather fhore, we remained under fail until
about ten o’clock, when a fudden fiurry of wind,
through a vein occupying {carcely a greater {pace
in width than the length of the fhip, vented its
whole fury upon us with fuch immenfe violence,
that although the topfails were down béfore it
was at its height, we expetted all the mafls
would have gone over the fide 5 but fortunately
we efcaped with the lofs of the foreyard only,
and the fplitting of moft of our fails then fet;
and being at this time not far from the thore of
Montagu iffand, we anchored in 15 fathoms
water, ftruck the topgallant- maﬁa, and replaced
our damaged fails.  During the night the wind
: blew
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blew very hard from the E. N. E. attended with
fqualls, hail, and rain; but in the morning of Fri-
day the 23d, the weather in fome meafure becom-
ing more modcrate, Lieutenant Swaine with the
carpenters and a party of men were fent on fthore
in queft of a fpar for 4 fore-yard, which was pro-
cured almoft as foon as they had landed; this
they had my diretions only to rough fquare in
fuch a way as to allow of its being ufed for the
prefent to carry us to Chalmer’s harbour, where
T purpofed the thip fhould remain, whilft the
boats were employed in exploring the navigable
extent of this opcnihd And as Mr. Portlock
found the rife and fall of the tide in that harbour
fufficient for laying the veflels under his direc-
tions aground, I was in hopes of being enabled
al{o ‘to cxamine the Difcovery’s bottom there ;
a’n‘d although we had no reafon to be apprehen-
five that fhe had {uftained: any material damage
by the feveral accidents of getting on thore, yet
fuch an examination, when a convenient oppof- ,
tunity might offer that did not interfere with the
ather operations of the voyage, could not fail
being very defirable and fatisfaQory. ‘
The carpenters having done every thing then
needful to the fore-yard, it was got off and rigged,;
and in the forenoon of the followmg day, the
crale bcmor fucceeded bv a light bxeeze from the
nprd » though fhill atL¢nd§ci with rain, we weigh-
Coed
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ed and plied to windward, but made little pro--
grefs. The wind died away ‘about nine in the
evening, when we anchored for the night in 20
f:‘tth:oms water, Toft bottom. On Sunday morning
the 25 th a hight breeze {prang up from the N. N.
- E: nearly in the diredtion of our courfs to Chal-
mer’s harbour’; ‘with ithis we rplied, and about
fix in the evening reached our deftined port.
Our progrefs had been materially retarded by the
unfteadinefs of the wind, and by two fhoals,
fituated. I’fédrl'y ‘in midschannel;” between the
fouth point of the tharbour, and a rugged rock
that lies about a mile from the eaft fide of the
largeft. of Green iflands.:i We fuddenly came
vdp@n'the;moﬁ {fouthern of thefe thoals, in a depth
from 19 to 6 fathoms, without there being: any
weeds, or otherindications.of thallow water ; but
on the other, which' fhicaled equally quick, ‘was
a fmall?pétc-hié)f weeds growing in three fathoms
water, with five and {feven fathoms clofe: around
it. = Each of thefe appeared to occupy no greater
ex»tcnt}than the thip’s length in any direGion;
between thefe thoals and the Green ilands’ we
found a channel, in which we turned to wind-
ward until-'we could fail into thé harbour. The
Chatham did the fame between them and Mon-
tagu ifland, without hoticing thefe thoals; and
had we purfued the fame rb\ute,'they would in
all proba‘bility' have fill remained undifcovered.

' As



a68 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY. [May,
As we approached the entrance of the harbour,
a ftrong tide or current fat us fo faft to the fouth-
ward, that we had nearly been-driven paft the
entrance; and although the tide was now rifing,
this {ftream had not the leaft perceptible indraft
.nto the harbour, nor did its influgnce feem- to
extend within what we called the. SourH Pas-
sa6E Rocxk, lying from the north point of the
harbour weft, fomething more than a mile dif-
tant; “and from a {fmall woody iflet, lying before
the entrance of the harbour, IN. 15 W., about
three quarters of a mile. "W paffed on the north
fide of thisrock, and to the north of us was ano-
ther, that obtained the name of Nortu Pas-
sask Bocx| lying in a dire&ion; from the north
point of the harbour, N. 26 W ..diftant-2I miles,
and W. S. W. three quarters;of a-ndile from the
fouth point of what Mr. Portlock calls: Stock-
dale’s harbour. Thefe rocks are ftated to have
heen feen by M. Portlock in his journal, but no
notice is taken of them in his fketch of this part
of Montagu ifland ; yet they required to be par-
t_icufarly pointed out, fince they are not always
vifible, but are covered at high tide, with fcarcely
any weeds or other indications of their exiftence.
Fowards the upper part of the harbour we took
2 convenient ftation, and* when moored, the
north point of the harbour bore by compafs S.
58 W.; the woody iflet S. 45 W.; a detached
g rock
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rock S. 38 W.; the fouth~weft point of the har-
bour S. 36 W.; and the watering place at the
diftance of about half a cable’s length N. 85 W,
The weather throughout the day havmg been
ferene aud .pleafant, afforded a good opportunity
for drying all the fails, which were unbent and
{towed away. - ‘

On Monday morning the 26th the fore -yard
was fent on fhore to be properly finithed, the
empty cafks to be filled with water, and whilit
‘the other parts of the thip’s company were em-
ploy-éd i unrigging the broken bowi{prit, and in
various other repairs about the veflel, the crews
.of the boats were plepaung for a furveying expe-
dition. B
- Two boat parties were equipped ; one under
‘the dire&ions of Mr. Whidbey, the other of Mr.
Johnftone; the former with the yawl and large
cutter provided for a fortnight, received my in«
{tru&ions to proceed to the fouth-weft point of
entrance into the found, and there to commence
the examination of the weftern thore of this inlet
-as far as poffible, and thence round to the fouth
point of Snug-corner cove ; where I purpofed
that:Mr. Johnftone, with the Chatham’sl and
our fmaller cutter, thould begin the furvey of its
fhores fouthward, as alfo the: exterior coaft to
cape Suckling; on which- fervices they refpec-

tively
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tively departed early in the mornirg of Tuef-
day the 27th.

The weather, now ferene and pleafant, was
favorable to thefe excurfions, and to our feveral
employments, amongft which we attempted to
take fome fifh with the feine, but without fuc-
cefs. The fhores did not afford any convenient
fituation for ere¢ting the obfervatory; this gave
me concern, as I much withed to have had the
inftruments on fhore, although I -had not any
doubt of obtainihg all the neceflary obfervations
we required by the means I otherways poffefied.
The next day, Wednefday the 28th, the weather
became gloomy and overcaft in all dire&ions;
the fore-yard being finifhed was brought on board
in the evening and rigged, and on the following
morning, Thurfday the 2gth, the broken bow-
{prit was taken out, and found to be exceffively
rotten, and defective from end to end. Whiltt
the carpenters were engaged on thore with the
fore-yard, they had found a {par, or rather a tree,
that promifed fair to replace the bowf{prit, but
the lowering weather, which towards noon pro-

“duced a very {trong gale from the E..N. E., at-
tended with violent fqualls and a heavy rain, put
a {top to all our operations on thore for this day
and until the evening of Friday the 30th, when
the wind moderated, and the rain which had de-

fcended
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{cended in torrents abated. In the courfe of the
‘night it became calm, and we had hopes that a
favorable alteration had taken place, but in this
we were difalppbin,ted, for about five 1n the morn-
ing of Saturday the 31ft the wind refumed its
eafterly diretiorr with increafed violence. The
ftream cable gave way, and broke ncar the an-
-chor, and on examination it was found to be
ftranded in three different places. By this ac-
cident we were obliged to remain unmoored
during the ftorm, and at low water the thip took
the ground for a thort fpace of time, but on the
: returniﬁg flood tide the foon floated again. This
very unpleafant weather, which occafioned no
fmall degree of ahxicty for the welfare of our
parties in the boats, continued moft of the fol-
lowing day, Sunday, June the 1ft, but in the
morning of Monday the 2d the weather became
more tranquil, the thip was remoored, the ftream’
anchor recovered, and our feveral neceflary con-
- cerns were again In a train of execution, We
were a little furprized in the forenoon by the ap-
pearance of Mr. Whidbey’s party returning to
the thip, being apprehenfive that fome untoward
accident had befallen them, as it was not pro-
bable that they could already have accomplithed
- the fervice they had been fent to pertorm. Their
.eturnA.proved to have been occafioned by one
of the feamen having received an injury which

had
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had difzbled him; and as the very boiterous
weather they had encountered rendered the pro-
grefs of their furvey very flow, this opportunity
was embraced of recruiting their ftores and pro-
vifions to a fortnight’s fupply, with which in the
afternoon the party proceeded again.

The weather was again cloudy on Tuefday the
3d, with fome light rain. In the evening I had
the mortification to underftand, that juft as the
carpenters employed on the bow{prit were about
leaving off work, they had found it rotten nearly
in the middle, fo that their time and labour had
been applied to no effe¢t. There was, however,
another tree in the neighboﬁrhood likely to an-
fwer. our purpofe, though it was confiderably
larger than was neceflary, and confequently
would require more labour and time than was
altogether convenient; as two of our beft car-
penters were now much indifpofed, owing, I be-
lieved, to their having been too much expofed
during the late inclement weather, whilft in the
execution of their duty.

The next day, Wednefday the 4th, being the
anniverfa;y of His Majefty’s nativity, no work
was done, excepting that of hauling the feine, in
the hope of procuring fome fith for the people’s
dinner. In this we were again difappointed ; as
good a dinner was however ferved as the thip’s
provifions afforded, and a double allowance of

grog,
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grog, with-which the day was cheerfully cele-
brated. '

Eatly in the morning of Thurfday the 5th we
were again bufily cmployed and 1 the {orcnoon,
for the firft time {ince our arrival here. we were
vifited by fome ﬁ:ranoers who landed from thelr
canoes, at the brewing tent ;- and as they did not
feem to thew any dlipoﬁtlon for vifiting the vel-
fels, I paxd my comphmenus to them on fhore,
and found that their party conﬁﬁed of C1ghc In-
dlans and a Rufﬁan - I took {fome pams to invite
thc latter on board and requeﬂed he would ym
the mean time fend the Indians to, procure us
fome ﬁfh, for Wh1ch they thould be, handfomcly
rewarded. My invitation he poftwel declined,
and faid, by way of excuﬁnor himfelf, . that hc :
would go and fith for us; on th1s thc canoes
were launched, and the whole pzuty fet off,

The wind was now hoht in the fouth wef’c
quarter, but the weather ﬁH contmued to be un-
fettled, Wlth {ome fhowers of rain. . In the even-
ing two ‘of the canoes, with four ot t 1c Indian
vifitors, returned, but the Ruffian was not of the
party, nor did thefe brmO" any fith or other article
for fale. 1 madc them forne prefents that fcemed
to give them much plcafnrc, and I then cndea-
vourzd to make them underftand, that I had an

“abundance of fuch thmos, which I would gla dly
exchange with them fo!zz, fith, wild fowl, &c. Aa

Yor. V. T
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it had plainly appeared by ‘the behaviour of the
Ruffian, that he was under confiderable appre-
henfion for his perfonal fafety in the idea of vifit-
ing the thip, I fent him, by thefe Indians, fome
bread, beef, pork, and rum, in hopes that fuch
frlendly teftimonies would diffipate his fears, and
give him fuch conﬁdcncc in our pacific difpofi-
tlon as to encourage him to pay us another vifit.

Thc atmofphere prcfcnted a ferenc and’ plea-
fant afpcé’c with cvery appearance, oh Fnday
morning thre, 6th, of fettled fummer weather.
Phis enabled us to 'pro-(:ﬁfé"{o'm’é good lunar dif-
tances, and to add other a{’tronormcal obfervatmns
the rate of the chronometers. I dld not now
fr’nuéh'l're‘arét' that. a pfdpcr pI%th had not been
found on fhore for the reception of the obferva-
tory, as the mciemcncy of the weather hltherto
wotld have rendeéred it an ufelefs object of our
attention, éln‘d‘ the inftruments might have re-
ceived fome damavc had they been landed.

The four Indians again returned, and brought
‘with them two wild geefe and two divers as a
prefent from the Ruffian, Who, if we underftood
the meﬁengers corrc&ly was' ftill afraid to ven-
ture amoncﬁ us ,‘fhough he was evident] y dc-
’ﬁrous of bemg benefited by fuch things as we
had to give @wayi for“t—?&ﬁ Iridians af;p'carcd to
have been inftruéted by him' to afk for feveral ar-

ticles,



1704.] ROUND THE WORLD. 275
ticles, that we knew would be highly accép‘cablc
to him. Thefe accordingly were intrufted to
their charge, together with a repetition of the
{trongeft aflurances of our friendfhip, and of our
defire of feeing him on board. With' this the
Ruffian complied the next day, Saturday the
7th, and we were informed by him that the In-
dians had faithfully difcharged their commiffion.
Two other Ruffians had joined his party; and the
three paid us an early vifit; but caime empty-
handed, which I did not - altogether expe&, as
thofe who had vifited us'off point Bede fcrupus-
loufly performed their "promifc, 'by: bringidg us
an ample fupply of fith. He who had'been 1o
unwilling to vifit the fhip we now found was
named Amrnus Niconnervitch Ballufian. - This
perfon appeared to have more acqﬁamtance with
geo”raphy and fea charts than' the reft of his
companions. He feemed alfo in other refpedts
to be an intelligent man; 2nd- foon comprchenci(
the obje¢t of our vifit and mqumc in' this part
of the world, and that T much Withed to fee a
Ruffian chart of their modern dxfcover'es in this
ocean. This with he faid could be éafily O'I'atl-
fied, as he had fuch a chart at port Etches, which
had been recently conftrucled, and fent from
Kamtichatka; this he very awlly offcred to
fetch, and atter taking fome refrethment, he de-
T 2 parted
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parted for this purpofe, leaving his companions
behind. ‘

A continuation of the falr weather greatly pro-
moted all our operations, and amongft others af-
forded s an opportunity of airing and fifting the
little gunpowder we had now remaining.

~ On Sunday the 8th, the wind blew frefh from
the northward, with bright glaring weather. In
the forenoon Mr. Johnftone and his party return-
ed, after having, completed the examination of
all that had fallen within the limits of his direc-
tions, on the.infide of the found; but the ex-
tremely bad weather had fo retarded the progrefs
of the party, that they }';gd; been ‘prevented from
ca’rr’y%g into execution the propofed furvey along
the exterior coaft, without obtaining a further
fupply of provrﬁons, having been abfent three
days longer than the period for which they had
been provided.  The following is the manner in
Whlch they hdd been employed during their ab-
;fencc-: from the fhip.

~On the evening of the dcx) the} departed they
reached the north-weft point of a fimall ifland,
fituated about two miles to the fouth-weft of the
fouth point of Snug-corner cove. Here Mr.
John{‘conc was to commence his furvey ; but not
having a tketch of that part of the 1ound with
him, nor recolledting any ifland fo fituated, he

was
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was at a lofs to determine whether a point lying
N. 49 E. about half a league di{’tant,‘or a point
at the diftance of two lcagues in a north direc-
tion, was the point from which he was to take
his departare ; but as an extenfive opening led to
the north-eaftward between thefe points, in order
to avoid the chance of its efcaping unexamined
by himfelf or Mr. Whidbey, Mr. Johnftone
rowed over to the latter, where the party' refted
for the night, which was extremely gloomy and
attended with fome rain.

At four o’clock in the morning of the 28th of
May, their furvey commenced from the land on
which they had refted; this proved to be an
ifland, and it received the name of BricH's
Istanp. They now fteered for a point lying
from its fouth point N. 30 E. diftant four miles
and a half. This point Mr. Johnftone fuppofed,
as it was afterwards proved, to be on the conti-
nent; between it and Bligh's ifland were fome
fmall iflets and rocks. From this pont, fitnated
in latitude 60° 50/, longitude 213° 51', forming .
the weft point of a {mall bay about two miles
deep, ina M. N. E. dire&tion, in which there
are two {mall iflets and a cove near its eaft point,
lying from the weft point S. 80 E. two miles
diftant, they continued along the larboard or
northern thore of the opening ncticed the pre-
ceding evening as extchding to the north-eaft-

T3 ward
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ward. This was found to wind in that direction
about 5% leagues, and then to terminate in a
direion S. 65 E. 2% leagues further, in latitude
60° 55', longitude 214° 357; its width 1n general
being upwards of two miles. Towards its upper
part were fome iflands, and had the weather been
fair inftead of extremely gloomy and rainy, the
adjacent country would probably have afforded a
very pleafant profpeé, as the fhores were in ge-
neral low, and bounded by a pebbly beach, from
whence the ground rofe with a gradual afcent,
was free from fnow, and had a verdant appear-
ance; it was pleafingly diverfified with trees,
chiefly of the alder kind, which grew with con-
{iderable luxuriance. Thefe occupied extenfive
plains along the borders of the fea, beyond which
rofe a chain of loity mountains buried in perpe-
tual froft and fnow. Their refearches in this
arm cogaged moft of the day, and the next
morning they returned along its fouthern thore.
This fpacious inlet, and particularly its north-
eaftern part, had been vifited by Sen® Fidalgo n
the year 1790, for the purpofe of inquiring inte
the nature, extent, and fituation of the Ruffian
eltablifhments in thefe regions. Lhis gentieman
paid much attention to geographical objelts, and
gave names to feveral places. His inquiry hav-
ing been made prior to our furvey, I have conti-
nued the names fo given; but as his own does

QOt
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not appear amongft the number, I have, in or-
c.or that his labours may be commemorated, dif-
tinguithed this branch by the name of Porwr
Fiparco.

The weather became extremely unpleafant as
the day advanced, and a véry hard gale of wind
blew from the eaftward, attended with heavy
rain.  About noon Snug-corner cove was reach-
ed, and there were great inducements to have
fought the thelter it afforded from the then in-
clement weather; but Mr. Johnftone, anxious
to profecute his furvey, and trufting that fome
other fecare retreat would be met with before
-night, purfued his route between the fouth point
of the cove, and the ifland lying off it, in a paf-
fage about a mile wide, fcattered over with many.
rocks. The ecafterly gale continued increafing,
and as they pafled to the fouth of this land they
met a moft heavy fea in that dire&ion. Againft
this they laboured, with great fatigue and little
cffect, until the' evening, when the violence of
the ftorm obliged them to retire to the iffand
juft mentioned, where they hauled the boats on
thore to preferve them from the wind and {ea,
to which they were greatly expofed from their
{ituation before the beach_.

The party had not been landed long before
they were accofted from the woods by the words,
“ lawlee, lawlee,” fignifying friendfhip ; and four

T 4 Indians
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Indians foon appeared, uttering the {fame words,
with their arms extended, and making ufe of
every {ign and gefture to announce cheir pacific
difpoiition; which being returned, with the ad-
dition of fome trivial prefents from the party,
friendfbip and a good underftanding was eftab-
Iithed on both fides. The Indians’ canoe had
been juft hauled up within the fkirts of the
woods, but it appearcd that their refidence was
to the north-weft, and that the violence of the
ftorm had obliged them to feck this place for
thelter; which fortunately affcrded a comfort-
able fituation for the tents of our fatigued party,
who now {tood in need of fome reft and refrefhf
ment, having had neither throughout the day.
Here they remained during the night, in the ex-
pectation that the ftorm haviﬁw been fo viclent,

vould be of fhiort duration; but inftead of abat-
g, 1t increaicd with incredible fury, and was
attended with heavy torrents of rain. The In-
dians, however, had {tolen away unnoticed; this
led to an examination into the caufe of their
abrupt departure; and - 1t was foon difcovered,
that an axe that had been ufed the preceding
evening was miffing, and which could not have
been purloined swithout the inexcufable negh—
gence of thofe who were upon watch; a fault
not eaﬁ]y to be overlooked in fuch fituations,
and which was properly nouced by Mr. John-

f’cox e,
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ftone, who took fuch meafures as produced a
very different conduét in the perfons who had
been thus mattentive to their duty, during the
remainder of his excurfion.

In the morning of the 314t the wind and fea.
had greatly tubfided, bat the rain ftill continued
to be very heavy ; this however did not prevent
the party from proceeding to the examination of
the continental thore, which, from the weft point
of Suug-corner cove, fituated according to our
obfervations in latitude 60° 457, longitude 213°
487, takes firft a direCion S. 17 E: four miles,
and then eaft about five miles further; where,
with great difficulty and much hard labour, they
arrived late in the afternoon. In confequence
of the wind blowing again with extreme violence
from the eaftward, thc fea broke heavily upon
the thore, and it was not. without much diffi-
culty that they effeéted a landing on a fmall
pebbly beach, between two projeéting rocks,
where they again hauled up their boats on the
fhore. ‘

During the night Mr. Johnftone remarked
that this fform blew with equal, 1f not greater,
fury than he had ever before experienced, and
the fucceeding day was not' much lefs temped-
tuous; but on the 2d of June the wind in a great
egrec abated, though the rain ftill continued with
vy and gloomy weather. Their {furvey was re-

‘ ‘ | {fumed
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fumed along the continental fhore, which took
a direCtion nearly paréllcl to port Fidalgo, reduc-
ing the intervening land to a narrow firip not
more than three or four miles acrofs. As the
day advanced the weather became ferene and
pleafant, and they were enabled to afcertain the
latitude, on a point in the diredtion N. 72 E,
eight or nine miles from the point on which they
had paffed the laft ftorm, to be 60°45”; having
now pafled fome diftance up another branch of the
found, named by Sea® Fidalgo, Puerto Gravina.
Its north-weft thore continued about four miles
further in the fame line of dire&ion, and afforded
fome fmall coves, with rocks and rocky iflets
Iying off it. It then fuddenly trended to the
N.N. E. for about four miles and an half, where
port Gravina terminated, and from whence they
returned along its eaft and fouthern thores, which
are encumbered with iflets and rocks. Early in
the evening they reached the fouth-eaft point of
this branch in latitude 60° 41/, longitude 214°
117, to the fouth-weft of which lies an ifland
and alfo {ome rocks. Here the party refted for
the night, and took the advantage of the fine-
nefls of the evening to dry their clothes and put
their arms in order. In the morning of the 3d
they proceeded along the continental fhore which,
from the place where they had laft refted, took a
direétion S. 30 E. two miles, and then firetched

ncariy
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nearly eaft thirtecen miles further. 'Within thefe
Iimits are a bay, and a {mall branch, in which
are feveral rocks and rocky iflets; the fhores are
in general low, ending in pebbly beaches, where
thoal water extends fome diftance, and renders
landing at low tide very unpleafant.

The thores which they had juft traverfed from
port Gravina formed the northern fide of an arm
from four to fix miles wide; but having reached
the above extent, its width decreafed to lefs than
two miles, where 1t took a IN. N, E. direétion for
fix miles, and then terminated with a thallow
flat at the head, in latitude 60° 44/, longitude
214° 457, This diftance was not accomplithed
until breakfaft time on thé 4th, nor had the party
been able to fee much about them in their paf-
fage up this arm, owing to the dark, gloomy,
and rainy weather that had prevailed. The fhores
on cither fide were more fteep and rocky than in
the other arms they had examined on this excur-
fion, but the low ground at its head extended to
a gi'cc;te;' diftance before it reached the bafe of
the mountains; thefe were greatly clevated, rofe
rather abrxipt]y, and were covered with perpetual
fnow. The produétions of the lower country
were obferved to be fimilar to thofe that had been
{o repcatc‘dly mentioned to the north-weftward
of New Georgia.  On their landing an old bear
was di{covércd neaﬂ_y at the top ofa pine tree,

. ) | with
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with twocubs; the former immediately defeend-
-ed, and made its efcape, but the young ones were
fhot, and afforded them an excellent dinner. The
party, however, had fared tolerably well on this
expedition, having thot many wild fowl; and on
moft of the rocks where they had landed, eggs
had been procured in great abundance.  As they
returned, a channel or opening was found to the
eaftward of that by which they had advanced;
this was purfued in a dire¢tion S. 25 W. under
the impreflion that the intermediate land, form-
ing the fouthern fide of the other arm, was an
ifland ; and that, from the line which the conti-
“mental thore then took, it would lead to a paffage
which, on Mr. Johnftone’s former wvifit to this
found in the Prince of Wales of London, had
been difcovered to feparate cape Hinchinbrook
from the main land by a channel, which, al-
though only navigable for boats, was fufficient
to anfwer all our purpofes in tracing the limits of
the continental boundary. This having always
been a primary confideration with us, Mr. John-
ftone entertained hopes of being able to profecate
his furvey to the fulleft extent I had pointed out,
to which he was greatly encouraged by the fa-
vorable change the weather had affumed by the
advanced ftate of the feafon, and by the long
continuance of the very boifterous weather with
which they kad fo recently contended.  But
before



1704.] . ROUND THE WORLD, 285
before they had advanced a league, after pafling
fome iflets that lic in the channel, their flatter-
ing profpe& vanithed, the atmofphere refumed
its threatening afpet, and by noon the- eafterly
wind, attended by a heavy rain, burft fuddenly
upon them, and blew very violently; yet, under
the cover of the eaftern fhore, they,’co;ntin»ucdf
their route. Here they met twenty I;idians n
twelve Tmall {kin candes, a few of whom only
vifited the boats; the others, who Vw,erc bufily
employed 1n, ﬁ{hmg, did not vifit our party, and
thofe who did, thouvh they behaved i in a very. ci-
vil and orderly manner, were very unwﬂhng to
part with any fifh ; a fingle halibut being all that
could be obtained.

 Having returned in the above ure&xon from
the head of the arm about eight milcs, the party
landed on an 1iffet lying clofe to the caftern thore,
where they faw land appearing like fwo fmall
iffands, and 'fevcming to be fituated at the fouth-
weflt entrance of the channel they were then pur-
fuing; but between the flation they had taken
and thofe iflands, (it being low tide) a dry fand
feemed to extend from fide to fide of the paffage.
Mot doubting that their furvey had hitherto been
along the continental fhore, IMr. Johnftone was
unwilling to abandon his obje&, without more
‘pofitive conviction of the paffage before them
being clofed and umpaffable. For thiz purpofe

th ey
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they fteered over to the we{’cem or oppofite fhore;
and on approaching w1thm about halt a mile of
it, (the thores being about half a lcaguc afunder)
the depth of water {uddenly increaied to three,
five, and ten fathoms ; thefe foundings were re-
gular, clofe to the weftérn, or ifland fide, and in
a navigable channel lying S. 60 W., about half a
mile in width ; the fthoal bank from _the caftern
or continental fhore terminating there. This
£a& vas aftertained by one of the boats, whilft
Mr. John{tone in the other ‘kcp’E aleng the edge
of the fhoal bank until he reached the eafférnmott
of the two iflands, which from the iflet they had
quitté'd is about nine miles diftant, and lies in a
S. 54 W. direction. To this place they had been
condudted by two Ruffians, with whom they had
met in their way ; and on landing were received
Ey eight others with every explefﬁon of pleafure,
indicative of their friendly and hofpitable inclina-
tions, though their poverty feemed to preclude
the exercife of their good inténtions. Their re-
fidence at this ifland appeared to be of a tempo-
rary nature, {ince the only thelter they had was
under a large {kin boat, refting with one of its
gunwales on the ground, whilft the other was
propped up by {ticks at a fufficient height to ad-
mit their creeping under it. In this fituation did
thefe ten Ruffians abide, clofe in the vicinage of
a large village, containing not lefs than two hun-

dred
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dred Indians ; a party by much too numerous for
our people to have ventured taking up their
night’s abode fo near, had it not been for the
confidence which the Ruffians rcpofcd in them,
and which proved not to be ill placed.

“ Whilft our party was preparing for their night’s
reft, the twelve canoes which were feen in the
morning arrived, and delivered to the Ruffians
the produce of their day’s labour, confifting of
about two dozen halibut, fome fmall fith, and
one very fine falmon. The Ruffians immediately
prefented‘the falmon to Mr. Johnftone, and de-
fired that his people would take fuch of the ha-
libut and fmall fith as they had dccafion for;
‘thefe very friendly offers were 't’hénk‘fully"\accep-
ted, and they afforded the party a moft éxcellent
repaft, in which they were joined by their Ruf=
fian friends. As the party were about toretire to
reft, two large fkin canoes arrived, and paddled
leifurely backwards and forwards in front of the
village, ﬁnging a fong in flow time, which was
accémpanied by actions fimilar to thofe praétifed
by moft of the North Weft American Indians on
their vifiting ftrangers.  This party confifted of
about twenty in each canoe, which circumftance
at that time of night Mr. John{tone confidered
as by no means pleafant, and induced hum to in-
quire which was the officer, or who was the prin-
cipal pe‘ffon, of the Ruffian party ; but he found

there
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there was no fuch perfon amonz{t them, they
being a1l either matrofles or common failors, fent
from their fettlement at. Noocheek, that is to
fay, port Etches, for the purpofe of colledling
furs. .
- The new comers, althoucrh makmg a very con-
ﬁderable addition to the Indian party, produced
no alteration 1n the Condud of the Ruflians ; this
was very fatxsla&ory to Mr Johnitone, and thc
fufpicions that had- befom been entertained in-
~ tirely fubfided. One of thele Indians, who ap-
peared to be a. chlef oehvcred to the Ruffians a
paper folded up n the form of a ldtcr, with ten
ikins, nine of which appear«:d. to be beaver, and

one a fea otter {kin. o
Although a want of knowledgc mn thc Rufﬁan
language neceflarily rendered mo”c oi their in-
quiries mconcluﬁve, yet they cle arxy underﬂood
that the firangers had come 1mrpcd1atcly from
Gxoofmncloofe, or Cook’s 1inlet, and that they,
with their canves, had cr Qﬁ,’d the ifthmus overland
that feparates this found from Turnagain arm; but
whether thefe Indians were the natives of this or
that branch of the ocean could not be afcertained.
The night was boiftercus from the 5. E, witjh_
very heavy rain. In the morning of the sth
the weather was mcre moderate, but unfortu-
nately the grapnel of one of the boats being foul
at the bottom, the boat grounded whilft they
were
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were endeavouring to weigh it ; and it being ebb
tide they could not pafs over the ﬂloal,"fo' ‘that
fhe was under the neceffity of remaining"thérc‘
until the returning flood. -As their fituation was
now before the channel leading in an'eaﬁérly di=
re@ion to the ocean, Mr. Johnftone proceedéd
with the other boat, in order to gain fuch infor-
mation as might tend to facilitate thjci'r‘-progrcfs
on the next tide ; and having advanced as far as
the fhoal and the falling tide would permit, he
obferved, that between the point to which they
had traced the continental thore, fituated in latie
tude 60° 29%', longitude 214° 29/, (aﬁd which,
after Captain Whitthed, of the navy, -obtained
the name of Poixt WHirsHED) and Hinchin-
brook ifland, the fpace was occupied by a low
unmterruptcd barren fand as far as the’ eye could
reach, being the continuation of the fhoal bank
that they had traced ever fince quitting the iflet
on the preceding afternoon. This bank feemed
to be impaffable, but as thefe obfervations were
made at low water, a few feet only above- the
furface of an extenfive and ncarly level tra& of
fands, Mr. Johnftone thought it not improbable
that a channel for-the boats might be found
winding. through it into the ocean.- He was
confirmed in this opinion by the Ruffians on his
return. to the ifland ; where;’ ﬁndmg the. other

boat in readinefs to depart; they- took leave of
. VorL.V, U their
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their Ruffian friends, with many thankful expref-
fions for the kindnefles they had beftowed. Thefe
Mr. Johnftone endeavoured -to requite By a few
trifling: articles of traffic, which he conceived
might be acceptable, and which were received
with great pleafurc by the Ruffians.
... The wind, ftill blew very ftrong from the S. E.
attended with thick rainy weather, but the hopes
of bemng yet able to profecute their refearches
along . the continental fhore to the eaftward, in-
dyced: them. to continue in that purfuit towards
the  north-eaft point of Hinchinbrook ifland
(which obtained the name of PorxTBENTINCK)
as the moft probable means for finding the ex-
pected boajcyrpaffagc ;. but on their reaching that
point Mr. Johnftone perceived, as he had done
in the morning, the continuation of the fand-
bank, conne@ing the land he was then upon with
the .continent ; with ‘the anly difference of its
being partly dry, the tide not:being quit.é fo low
as before,,., To the eaftward the ocean  feemed
to'be very tempeftuous, and the fpace between
point Bentinck and point Whitthed was occupied
by a tremendous furf that rendered any paflage
at that time impracticable, though in . more fa-
vorable weather it might probably be effeéted.
- ‘The party had now been abfent ten days from
the thip,: which was the period for which they
had. been fupplied, as the-only means of carrying
on
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on the futvey of the exterior coaft was round by
cape Hinchinbrook, a navigation far too exten-
five for them to attempt with the remaining ftock
of their provifions, and expofed to the ocean on
an intirely open coaft, they were obliged, though
with great reluctance, to abandon that object;
and dire&t their way towards homie. In doing
this they pafled along the fhores of Hinchinbrook
ifland, nearly in a weft direCtion; ftill doubtful
whether the land, forming the north-weftern
fide of the channel they had thus purfued, was
an iffand, or only a peni'nfu-l‘a.. Should however
the former conjecture prove corred, their paflage
to the veflels would be thortened many leagues;
and to afcertain this fa¢t they rowed until near
midnight, when, having advanced about eight
miles from point Bentinck, their labours were
rewarded by reaching the weftern fide of the ex=
pected paflage leading into the found, by a chan-
nel about half aleague wide and about two miles
long, in which were fome iflets and rocks, with
a thoal lying before its northern entrance. The
land in queftion was now proved-to be an ifland ;
from one to four miles wide, and about twenty
‘miles long, in a north-eaft and {outh weft direc-
tion.  ‘This ifland obtained the name of Haw-
KINS'S IsLaND. '
After refting a few hours,-carly in the morning
of the 6th they again fat off, but. their progrefs
- Uz was
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was flow in confequence of a {trong wefterly -
wind, almoft as adverfe to their returning as the
eafterly ftorms had been to their advancing, but
with the alleviation of more pleaiant weather.
They pafled along the north-weft part of Hin-
chinbrook ifland, which in a wefterly direction
is formed into coves, and {mall open bays; in
- one of thefe they ftopped to breakfaft. Here
they found a crofs ere@ed, on which was infcrib-
ed, “ Carolus IV. Hifpan. Rex. An. 1790. P*D?
Salvador Fidalgo.” The north-weft extremity
of this ifland was reached about noon, when the
latitude was obferved to be 60° 30/, its longitude
213° 547, about 7% miles nearly in a weft direc-
tion from the paflage they had pafled through
the preceding night. This was only the fecond
obfervation that had been obtained for the lati-
tude during this expedition, but this fortunately
happened to be at a confpicuous ftation, from
whence they were able to correét the menfura-
tion of the whole of their furvey, which other-
wif¢ muft have been liable to material error
from the very inclement weather they had ex-
perienced. ,
~ From this” point the fhores, which were in-
dented into fmall coves, took a S. S.W. diré&ion,
about eight miles to the north-weft point of en-
trance into port Etches; which Mr. Johnftone
had my dire&ions to vifit if ¢ircumftances would
permit
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permit him {o to do, in the hope of his being
able to acquire fome geographical information
from the Ruffians eftablifhed in that plaCe, whofe
habitation in the morning of the 7th they found
fituated in the north-weft part of that port. Here
they were received by the principal perfon, Mr.
- Peter Colomenee, with every mark of polite cor
diality that might have been’ expelted from a
‘perfon in his fituation, and intrufted with the
dire&tion of an extenfive commmercial eftablith-
ment. Mr. Colomenee inftantly conduéted the
party to the Ruffian refidence, which in moft re-
fpets refembled that which I had vifited mn
Cook’s inlet, though on a fmaller {cale. This
however was better defended, as a galliot of about
feventy tons burthen was hauled on fhore, placed
ere@, and formed nearly one fide of the fquare,
within which their houfes were built ; the whole
of which it overlooked, and commanded the ad-
jacent country, which is a low narrow peninfula,
to a confiderable diftance round. On board this
veflel fome Ruflians well armed conftantly refid-
ed, and on her decks fome fwivel and carriage
guns were mounted ; and three of the latter
were alfo feen at the entrance of the large com-
mon declling-houfc. Here they were feated to
breakfaft, confifting of boiled feals’ fleth, train oil,
and a.few boiled eggs, ferved up with a degrec of
neatnefs correfpondent to the delicacy of the ar- -
. Us ticles
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ticles of which the repaft was compofed. The
1kin and moft of the hair were ftill adhering to
the fleth of the feal, and the other articles not
being very 1nviting to perfons accuftomed to a
different diet, Mr. Johnftone begged leave to add
their portion of chocolate, beef and bread, to the
breaktaft, which was readily admitted, and to
which their Ruffian hoft did ample juftice.

M. Johnftone obferved, that there were only
a few Indians in the neighbourhood of this fet-

“tlement, but is of opinion that they have a con-
fiderable village at the head of the port. The
Ruffians were faid to amount to an hundred,
who, with thofe eftablithed in the upper parts of
Cook’s inlet, under Mr. Zikoff, were 1n the in-
tereft of one particular company of merchants,
diftin& from thofe under the dire&ion of Mr.
Berrenoff, who they now underftood refided
chiefly at the Kodiak; that his party extended
their traffic principally along the exterior coaft
of the peninfula, towards Montagu 1ifland ; that
the accounts of the eftablithment under the au-
thority of Mr. Berrenoff in Blying found were.
corret; and that the Englithman’s name who
was employed there in building a thip, was
Shields.

From the refult of Mr. Johnftone's inquiries,
it did not appear that the Ruflians had formed
any cftablithment to the eaftward of this ftation,

but
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but that their boats make e‘xcm'ﬁons'/*alohg'th'e
exterior coaft as far as cape 'Suckl'ing,'"an'd' thefr
ga‘l'iots ‘much further. In-one of thefe 'cxpedir-
tions a ferious difpute had lately arifen with the
natives of Admiralty bay; but the particulars
could not be learned. On Mr. Johnitene’s ' in-
quiring for the chart of the- Ruffian difcoveriés
in thefe regions, he found that Mr. Colomenee
had no fuch thing 1n h‘isrpoﬁ"efﬁ()n : but he un-
derftood that Mr. Smyloff, who commanded the
galiot, was well informed, and Mr. Colomenee
believed that he poﬂ‘éﬂﬂe'd fome' documents that
would have afforded Mr. Johnftone much’ fatis-
fadtion, had not that gentleman been abfent on
an excurfion, by ‘which means little interefting
information could - be obtained by this vifit; not
however refulting from an.impropet mode of di-
recting the inquiries on the one part, or a difins
clination to communicate on the other ; but from
the infurmountable impedimeht which had fo
conftantly attended on all our inquirieé, from the
want of a common language, b’yﬁvhi&i we might
have been enabled to compréherid Tcach other’s
meaning. » -

During the day the weather was fair, but as
the wind blew a ftrong gale from the weftward,
againft which the boats could have made very
little if any progrefs, Mr. Johnftoné was induced
to prolong his ftay until the everilng, at which

U4 time
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time thefe winds generally fubfide. ~ After din-
ner, to thew the fenfe he entertained of Mr. Co-
lomenge’s cordial and attentive reception, and in
‘Aryetu‘rn for the fervices our party had received
from the Ruffians at the India village, Mr. John-
ftone prefented their hofpitable hoft with the few
articles of traffic, and the fmall ftock of provi-
fions they had remaining, amongft which was
about half a gallon of rum. This appeared to
be by far the moft -a,cccpt'_ablg: part of the whole ;
and Mr. Colomence faid, it was a great length of
time fince he had poflefled fuch a quantity of
fpirituous liquor; indeed, the immediate and in-
temperate ufe hc made of it, foon proved it to
be a fortunate c1rcumﬂ:ance that his fituation
precluded him the indulgence of fuch’ luxuries.
The inordmate defire in the lower clafles of thefe
people  for fpmtuoub hquors is a notorious faét,
and had been often exhibited in our fhort inter-
courfe with thofe whom we had met with in this
country ; but our gentlemen could not avoid
being greatly hurt that a forcvigner, capable of
conducting himfelf in a manner that befpoke
him worthy ot a fuperior ftation, {hould have fo
little efteem for himfelf, as to fall into the ge-
neral error ; efpecially as he was a man advanced
in years, and whofe previous deportment had very
juftly intitled him to their refpect: be became
in an inflant an objed of their pity, and they
- ‘ - were
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were under the neceffity of taking their leave,
whilft he was fo intoxicated as to be nearly in a
ftate of infenfibility. ‘

The wind, as had been expefted, fubfided
about eight in the evening, and the night was
-employed in rowing acrofs the found; in the
morning the calm was fucceded by a northerly
wind with pleafant weather, which brought
them back to the veflels, as has been alrcady -
{tated. -

On the afternoon of Sunday the 8th, a party
of about twenty Ruffians vifited the fhips from
port Etches, in one of their large fkin canoes,
conducted by the fame perfon who had been the
leader of the party that had vifited us amongft
the ice in the upper part of Cook’s inlet. Iun-
" derftood from him, that on his quitting the«ﬂliP’
they had proceeded up Turnagain arm, and from
thence had croffed the ifthmus by land and gone
to port Etches, where he had remained ever
fince. He alfo gave me to underftand, that Mr.
Colomenee would be with us in the morning,
which took place agreeably to his information ;
and with him came Mr. Ballufian, who brought
the chart he had gone in quett of, and Very po-
litely allowed me to copy it.

By the fuperfcription of this chart, it appeared
~ to have been executed in the years 1789 and
' 1790, but we were unable to underftand any

| thing
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thing further of what was contained in its title,
which was rather diffufe, and appeared to be as
unintelligible to the Rufliansas to ourfelves; for
they either could not, or would not read it over,
nor did they inform us under what authority the
chart had been conftruéted. The extent which
1t comprehended was, on the Afiatic thore, in-
cluding the fea of Ochotik, from 50 to 63 de-
grees of north latitude ; -the American coaft and
mflands eaftward on the north Pacific to Crofs
found, and northward to thoal Nefs. On com-
paring this chart with fuch parts of the American
coaft as had been furveyed by Captain Cook, or
feen by ourfelves, though it had not any great
apparent pretenfions to accuracy, yet it was fa-
tisfagtory in certain particulars, with refpect to
which we had entertained fome doubts ; efpe-
cially with regard to the coaft lying between
cape Trimity and point Banks, which was repre-
fented in this chart as an extenfive group of
iflands under the denomination of Kodiak.. The
Jargeft of thefe extends from cape Trinity to cape
'Grc\}ille, where a feparation takes place between
it and the land to the weftward of St. Hermo-
genes ifland, which land the Ruffians call Fog-
nigk ; and forms with the land to the fouthward
what Captain Cook called Whitfuntide bay, but
which is a paﬂ‘age/leading weltward into thofe
firaits. that feparate the Kodiak from the conti-
' nent,
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nent, to the fouth-weftward of cape Douglas.
Thefe ftraits are delineated as being in general
upwards of ten leagues wide, free from interrup-
tion ; the land about cape Trinity forming their
fouth-wefl point of entrance. The parts thus
defcribed, that had not been feen by us, I have
incorporated into our charts, but I cannot take
upon me to be an{werable in any refped for their
accuracy.  This furvey m many particulars
varies very materially from that publifthed by Mr.

Meares. :
The inclemency of the weather having pre-
vented Mr. Johnftone from examining the exte-
rior coaft, and having greatly delayed our bufinefs,
efpecially in the carpenters’ department, Mr. Pu-
get received my orders to proceed with the Chat-
ham, and to continue the furvey of the conti-
nental thore to port Mulgrave, where I directed
him to remain until the 1{t of July; but in the
event of my not having arrived there before that
time, he was then to proceed to Crofs {found,
with further inftructions for his government.
On this fervice .the Chatham departed the next
morning, Wednefday the 11th, as did our Ruf-
fian friends, to whom I prefented an aflortment
of fuch articles as in their eftimation was moft
valuable and ufeful, confifting of culinary uten-
fils, iron, fteel, copper, axes, &c. with fome falted
provifions, bread flour, rum, and tobacco, all of
which
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which were accepted with teftimonies of the
moft grateful fatisfaction.

The cutter that had attended Mr. Johnftone
being now at leifure, I employed the- three fol-
lowing days in taking a fketch of the harbour,
and its adjacent fhores. = During this interval the
bowfprit was got in, and the fhip in all other
refpeéts made ready for {ea the inftant the other
boat party fhould return.

About noon on Sunday the 15th, Mr. Whid-
bey arrived, having completed the tatk allotted
to his labours, fo that by the joint exertions of
the two parties, the furvey of this fpacious inlet
had been fully accomplifhed.

In his paffage towards the fouth-weft point of
‘the found, Mr. Whidbey vifited two bays on the
fhores of Montagu ifland, one named by Mr.
Portlock Hunnings's bay, the other M‘Leod’s
harbour. The anchorage in thefe he reprefents
as being very much expofed, and conftituting
nothing more than {topping places in navigating
this channel.  The points of both ought not to
be approached too near, as lurking rocks are
fituated at fome diftance from them. In croffing
from Montagu ifland to the fouth-weft point of
the found, much broken land was pafled, and
confidered to be a clufter of high rugged iflands.
This conjeGture was afterwards found to be well
formed, as alfo that the point to which I have

given
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given the name of Care PucrT, was on the
main land of the peninfula. This cape 1s fitu-
ated 1n latitude 59° 557, longitude 212° 9%, and
forms the weft pomnt of a branch of the found
leading to the northward; which I named Port
Baixsripee. Its oppofite point, which I call
Poixt ELrINGTON, is thé fouth-welternmoft
part of the above high rugged clufter of iflands,
lying from it eaft, five miles diftant. Thisis a
high, fteep, barren promontory of fmall extent,
connedéted to the ifland near'it by a narrow ifth-
mus, which at that time was covered with dif-
ferent kinds of fea fowl. On the fame fide of
the port, in a N. N. W. diretion, about five
miles from point Elrington, is Poixr PykeE,
rendered remarkable by its fugar-loaf form. Be-
tween thefe points are fome bays, and a large
opening leading to the north-eaft, with many
rocks about the fhores juft above v;rater; but the
oppofite or weftern fide of the port is compad,
although fomewhat indented with {mall bays
and coves. To the north of point Pyke is a to-
lerably well fheltered bay, furrounded on all fides
by lofty abrupt fnowy mountains; and to-the
north of this 'was a fecond bay, and a narrow
opening-leading to the north-eaft. The furvey
was continued on the weftern thore, in a channel
in a northerly direction, and between two and
three miles wide. On the 28th of May the party

refted
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refted in a fmall cove; the night as well as the
day was extremely unplcafant, the wind having
conftantly blown a firong gale from the N.N.E,
with cold rainy weather. The next morning a
great {well rolled from the ocean up the port,
which terminated fix miles from they laft fleep-
ing place m the latitude of 60’ 13%, longitude
212° 124, by a fmall tra& of low land; off
which, as well as its weftern fhore, lie fome rocks
and rocky iflets.  On thefe, although at the dif-
tance of cighteen miles from the entrance of the
port, and the wind blowing nearly in a dire¢t line
down the channel, the fea broke with fuch vio-
lence as rendered landing dangerous. Here they
were met by a folitary Indian, who accompanied
them back along the eaftern fide of port Bain-
bridge. This thore was found to be compadt,
until they reached the north point of the narrow
opening “before noticed, which I have called
Poixt Warers, lying in a direétion from the
head of the port S.15 E. diftant eight miles,
having fome rocks and breakers before it. Thefe
they pafled, and continued their refearches up
the opening which took a direétion N. 50 E. ;
where, having advanced about five miles, the
turbulency of the weather obliged them to feek
fome fecure retreat, and on reaching a {fmall in-
different cove on the northern fide, the party
ftopped, and were with difficulty able to ered

R one
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one {mall tent, and make a fire. The violence
of the {torm here was equal to what was expe-
rienced by Mr. Johnftone and his party. It de-
tained Mr. Whidbey until the 1£t of June, but
its greateft force during his excurfion was about
noon on -the preceding day, when a very heavy
guft brought down from a confiderable heighﬁ
on the fide of the mountains, which are fteep to
the water’s edge, an immenfe mafs of earth, trees,
and frozen fnow. This was attended by a moft
tremendous noife, and took place at a diftance
not exceeding an hundred yards from the fpot
where the whole party was aflembled. It was
whilft they were detained here that the accident
had happened, which in a great meafure had oc-

cafioned Mr. Whidbey’s former return.
Conceiving, from the dire¢tion of this open-
ing, that it feparated the broken land before
mentioned from the main land, and that it com-
municated with the found to the north-eaftward,
Mr. Whidbey continued his coutfe in that direc-
tion, accompanied by the Indian who had been
their gueft during the {tormy weather ; and hav-
ing procecded about fix miles further, nearly in
the line before deferibed, they arrived in the
found. The channel' through which they had
thus paffed, was in ‘moft parts fomething lefs
than a mile wide; it is.about 11 miles in length,
there
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there are feveral funken rocks in it; and its
thores are compofed of fteep rocky mountains.
In the evening of the 3d, the party again
reached the north-weft point of this paflage,
which, after Captain Countefs of the navy, ob=
tained the name of Point CoOUNTESS; 1t 18
~ fituated in latitude 60° 13/, longitude 212° 303"
this forms alfo the fouth-eaft point of an arm
leading to the north-weftward, up which their
courfe was dire@ed along the larboard or conti-
nental fhore, pafling many large pieces of floating
ice, which were in great abundance in this part
of the found. Two miles to the north-weft of
this point they reached the entrance of a fmall
opening about a mile in width, that took a fouth-
erly diretion, where they refted for the night.
Early the next morning they again proceeded
with thick rainy weather, and found this opening
to be compofed of two bays, that terminated
about a league within its entrance. From hence
they fteered to the N.N. W. paffing a bay on
the weftern fhore about a league wide, and about
four miles and a half deep, terminated by a com-
pact body of ice that defcended from high per-
pendicular cliffs to the water fide, and furround-
ed by a country compofed of ftupendous lofty
mountains covered with fnow. By this time
Mr. Whidbey had advanced as far on the weftern
fide
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fide of the found as to be oppofite to the anchor-
age of the veflels, about nine leagues diftant in
nearly an eaft and weft dire&ion. This fpace is
occupied by land much broken, through which,
befides an opening then before them leading to
the north-eaft, there were two others that they
had pafled by leading to the northward. From
the morth of this icy bay the continental fhore
ftretched N, 30 W. about fix miles up a fmall
branch, which there turned fhort to the fouth-
ward, and terminated about a league further in
a circular bafon, full of rocks, fome above and
others beneath the furface of the water. From
this bafon the party returned along the northern
' fhore, which led them to a point, in the opening
laft mentioned, extending to the north-caft, in
latitude 60° 20%, longitude 212° 26%. This paf-
fage, which may be confidered as commencing
at the north point of Icy bay, is there about two
miles wide, and was found to extend in a dircc-
tion N. 42 E. for nine milcs and a half, where 1t
comrhunficated with the moft weftern of the
other two openings before alluded to, making
the land on the eaftern fide of this paflage (which
from the great number of rocks in it is navigable
only for boats and canoes) an ifland about three
Jeagues and a half long. On the weftern fide of
this are two fmall branches, cach about a mile
wide, and four miles long, lying in a north-weft
Vor. V, - X direCion,
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dire@ion, in which were alfo an immenfe num-

ber of rocks. The fhores of the main land con~

tinued in the dire&ion of the paflage, about a

league and a half beyond the moft northern of

thefe branches, to a point from whence the con~

tinental fhore took a dirc&ion N. 27 W.; this

point obtained the name of PoinT NowELL,

and is fituated in latitude 60° 27/, longitude 212°

42%.  They quitted this about noon on the 5th;

and after having advanced about eleven miles

along a very rocky coaft, with fome iflets lying

off fium it, the party arrived at the fouth point

of enuance 1nto an opening on the main land;

its oppofite point lying in the above direion

about two miles further: the thores that were

thus traverfed broke into fmall bays, lined by in-

-numerable rocks, and expofed to the whole range
of the north-caft {well in the found, from which

quarter a very heavy fea broke with great vio-

lence, and rendered its navigation, even for boats,

highly dangerous.

This opening confifted of three fmall branches,

~ two of them taking a foutherly, and the third a
north-wefterly courfe. Having afcertained the
extent of this opening, the coaft was found to
ftretch from it nearly north, rounding a little to
the eaftward, to a point that has received the
name of Poixt Curross, fituated in latitude
- 60° 457, and longitude 212° 32/, and paffing an
 ifland
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ifland about a league from the fthore; about four
miles long, in a north-weft dire&ion. This point
formed the fouth-weft point of an opening about
two miles and a half wide, taking a dire&tion N.
30 W.; but as they advanced between thefe
points of entrance, the opening divided into two
very extenfive branches, one taking nearly a
northerly, the other a wefterly courfc; the lat-
ter firft claimed the attention of the party. Along
its fouthern fhore, about four miles and a half
from point Culrofs, they came to a bay about a
league and a half wide, and about three miles
deep, in a fouth dire&ion, where 1t was termi-
nated by a fimilar boundary of 1ce and frozen fhow
as before defcribed, reaching from a compaé body
of lofty frozen mountains to the water’s edge.
Here it was fingular that the thores between thefe
icy bays were moftly compofed of a border of
very low land, well wooded with trees of the
pine and alder tribes, ftretching from the bafe of
ftupendous mountains into the fea. At the weft
point of this bay, which I have called Point
CocHRANE; they took up their night’s abode,
and found it to form the fouth point of a branch
leading to the weftward, and lying in a diredlion
from point Culrofs' N. 77 W. at the diftance of
cight miles; the oppofite, or north point of en-
trance, lying N.N.E. half a league diftant. This
branch, on the morning of the 7th, was found

X 2 divided
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divided into two; the firft about two miles wide,
took a diretion from point Cochrane, 5. 68 W,
two leagues and a half; the other extended from
the fame ftation weft 13 miles, and then termi-
nated in a dire&tion S. 33 W. about four miles
further; its general width from half a league to,
two miles and an half.  Although Mr. Whidbey
had every reafon to prefume that his examina-
tion had hitherto been direéted along the conti-
nental fhore, yet from the very extraordinary
manner in which we had found the coaft of
North Weft America divided, he could not help
entcrtainihg fome doubts, until he arrived at the
north-weft extremity of this branch, fituated in
latitude 60° 48’, longitude 211° 52’.  Here they
had approached within twelve miles in a direc-
tion S. 60 W. of the fpot where Mr. Whidbey
had ended his examination of Turnagain arm.
The intermediate fpace was the ifthmus fo fre-
quently alluded to before, on either fide of which
the country was compofed of what appeared to
him to be lofty, barren, impafifable mountafhs,
enveloped in perpetual {fnow; but the ifthmus
1tfelf was a valley of fome breadth, which, though
1t contained elevated land, was very free from
Inow, and appeared to be perfectly eafy of accefs;
a little to the eaftward of this valley, a rapid
ftream of freth water rufhed down a gully in the
lofty mountains, and found its way to the fea

| | through
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through a margin of low land extending from
the bafe of the mountains, and produ’cing pine
trees, cranberrics, and a few other thrubs. On
the weftern point of entrance into this brook was
a fmall houfe, about five feet high, and eight feet
fquare, covered in with bark, not built after the
Indian, but evidently conftru@ed after the Ruf-
fian manner; formed by logs of timber; and
made tight by the v‘:clvbancie; being filled up with
mofs and clay; the bottom was: ftrewed over
with clean dried grafs, and appeared not only to
have been recently inhabited,>but~to be a place
of frequent refort. -

This houfe, and the general appearance of the
/country, removed every doubt of their fituation
being then on the ecaftern fide of that pafs, by
-‘which the Ruffians maintain a communication
between their fettlements in thefe two extenfive
inlets. Mr. Whidbey, however, for his further
fatistaction, was very defirous of finding the road
or path by which the intercourfe was carried on;
and although he was unfuccefsful in afcertaining
this, yet it did not appear to him that any par-
ticular track was neceflary, as the . valley has a
tolerably even furface, was nearly defhitute of any
vegetable produc’tions; and was equally paflable
in all dire&ions. Its fituation and character cor-
refponded alfo with the defcriptjon of it given by
the Ruffians, and Mr. Whidbey's menfuration

X3 agreed
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agreed nearly with the diftance acrofs as ftated
by them, namely, about fixteen verfts. Coin-
cidences {o conclufive were confidered by him as
Aufficiently fatisfactory, without crofling the 1fth-
mus for more fully determining the point in quef-
tion, which wasnow placed beyond all doubt;
mor-could it be neceflary for attaining the prin-
‘cipal objeét of our voyage, that a more minute
examination Thould be made of this ifthmus, or
of the thores of the intervening peninfula between
Cook’s inlet and Prince William’s found.
. This branch received the name of PAssAGE
CHANNEL; and the party having finifhed theirne-
ceflary obfervations, dined by the fide of the above
brook. Part of their repaft confifted of two por-
cupines, which were reprefented to refemble rab-
bitsin tafte. Here they alfo fhot a third, but its
efluvia was fo intolerably offenfive that no ufe
could be made of it; the largeft of the three
weighed about 251b. ; fuch of their quills as were
hard, and in a perfe¢t ftate, did not exceed fix
inches in length, although they had others much
longer, but thefe were {oft and of no ftrength.
In their way up Paflage channel, the progrefs
of the party had been much retarded by 2 ftrong
wefterly wind, and they had no fooner fat out
on their return than the wind fhifted, and blew
equally {trong from thc eaftward, which obliged
them to be continually rowing until ten at night

before
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‘before they reached the entrance; here they refted
for the night in a fmall bay, about half a league
to the north of the nofth‘point of entrance into
the channel, which I have called PoinT Picor,
after onc of the young gentlemen who generally
attended Mr. Whidbey on thefe excurfions; it is
fituated in latitude 60° 474/, longitude 212° 167,
Early in the morning of the 8th the examina-
tion of the continental thore was refumed; it
forms the weftern fide of the northern branch of
this arm before alluded to, and which 1n a direc-
N. 20 E. 1s about four miles wide. The conti-
nental fide of this branch is compofed of a ftu-
pendous range of fnowy mountains, from whofe
bafe low projecting land extends, jutting out into
points, and forming the fhores, which were thin-
ly wooded with dwarf pines and {tunted alders.
At one of the points where the party had oc-
cafion to land, a fepulchre was difcovered ; Mr.
“Whidbey, in the courfe of this excurfion had ob-
ferved fimilar monuments' before, but they were
all {o old, decayed, and mutilated, that it was
not an eafy matter to determine exadtiy for what
{pecific purpofe they had been originally intend-
-ed; but it was now proved that their conjectures
had been rightly formed. This tomb being of
more recent date, Mr. Whidbey had it examined ;
a hole was found dug about a foot deep, five feet
long, and four feet wide; at the bottom were
| X 4 {fome
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fome thin planks, and acrofs them, nearly in the
middle of the grave, two pieces of wood were
placed about a foot afunder, and about nine
inches thick, between which were depofited the
remains of a dead body, rolled up in a feal fkin,
and carefully tied with thongs of the fame ma-
terial. Thefe remains confifted of fome athes
and calcined bones, which were concluded to be
human; and as all the parts of the grave thewed
evident ﬁgﬁs of the ac&ion of fire, 1t 1s natural to
infer, that confuming their dead by fire is the
pradtice of the inhabitants. The reliéts thus de-
pofited were covered over with another plank,
over which were ftrewed ftones, mofs, and fome
old broken paddles. The dire€tion of the grave
was nearly north and fouth, with a {fmall pole
about cight feet long ereted at its fouth end.
The curiofity of the party having been thus fa-
tisfied, every thing was reftored to its former
ftate, and they procecded towards another low
projecting point ftill on the larboard or continen-
tal fhore, in a dire&tion N. 63 E. from this {pot,
and at the diftance of three miles. Between
thefe points a bay is formed, about a league and
a half deep towards the N. N. W, in which were
feen {everal fhoals and much ice; the termina-
tion of this bay is bounded by a continuation of
the above range of lofty mountains. On this fe-
cond low projeéting point, which Mr. Whidbey

called
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called Point Paxenman, the latitude was ob-
ferved to be 60°59%, 1ts longitude 212° 2¢'.
The width of the arm at this ftation was reduced
to two miles, 1n which were feveral half con-
cealed rocks, and much floating ice, through
which they purfued their examination, to a point
at the diftance of three miles along the weftern
thore, which {till continued to be compaét, ex-
tending N. 30 E; in this direGtion they met fuch
innumerable huge bodies of ice, fome afloat,
others lying on the ground near the fhore in ten
or twelve fathoms water, as rendered their fur-
ther progrefs up the branch rafh, and highly dan-
gerous. ‘This was however, very fortunately, an
object of no moment, fince before their return
they had obtained a diftinct view of its termina-
tion about two leagues further in the fame direc-
tien, by a firm and compact body of ice reaching-
from fide to fide, and greatly above the level of
the fea; behind which extended the continua~
tion of the fame range of lofty mountains, whofe
{ummits feemed to be higher than any that had
yet been feen on the coatt.

Whillt at dinner in this fituation they fre-
quently heard a very leud rumbling noife, not
unlike loud, but diftant thuander ; {imilar founds
had often been heard when the party was in the
neighbourhood of large bodies of ice, but they
had not before been able to trace the caule. Théy

DOW
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now found the noife to originate from immenfe
ponderous fragments of ice, breaking off from
the higher parts of the main body, and falling from
a very confiderable height, which in one inftance
produced fo violent a fhock, that 1t was fen-
fibly felt by the whole party, although the ground
on which they were was at leaft two leagues
from the {pot where the fall of icc had taken
p\ace. Mr. Whidbey obferved, that a large por-
tion of the few trees that this defolate and dreary
region produced, had been much fhattered by
the late ftormy weather; fome were torn up by
the roots, others bent to the ground, and fome
had their heads intirely broken off. After dinner
they returned down this branch along its eaftern
fide, which like the oppofite fhore is firm and
compact, until they reached a narrow opening
Iying fouth, four miles diftant from the fetond
low projeéting point.  ‘This opening led them
through a narrow paflage, 1n fome places a mile
1n others not a quarter of 2 mile wide, and in an
irregular direction about S. 39 E., and about
three leagues long, to a point on the continent
communicating with the found, and making the
land on the weft fide of this paiflage an 1ifland
about ten miles long, and four miles broad ; its
fouth point being the north-caft point of en-
trance into the arm leading to Paffage channel.
Here they refted for the night, and in the morn-

ine
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ing of the gth continued their 1nquiry along the
thores of the continent, which took, though 1r-
'regularly, about an E. N. E. dire&ion, tcn miles
to the fouth-weft point of an arm, which I called
Poivt Perrew, leading to the northward,
where the obferved latitude was 60" 517, longi-
tude 212° 577, The fhores that compéfe this ex-
tent of coaft are formed by a low border of land,
extending from the baic of the mountains, much
indented with {mall bays, and at high tide greatly
interfeéted by water ; it produces a few dwarf
trees, and other infignificant vegetable 'pro-
ductions; and like the other parts of the conti-
nent bordering upon the found, is bounded by
{mall iffands, iflets, and rocks, cxtending into
the found as far as they were able to difcern, and
which rendered the progrefs of the boats tedious
and intricate. Here they v.erce vifited by a fmall
party of the native Indians, who conduéted them-
felves with great friendlinefs, and very civilly in-
vited our gentlemen to their habitations, which
they pointed out to be not far off ; but Mr.
Whidbey’s object leading him another way, they
mutually bade each oéher‘ forewell, and as our
party proceeded, this arm was found to, take a
north dire@ion, In general about a leaguc-w]&e,
and to terminate at the diftance of about four
leagues, at the foot of a continuation ¢f the range
of lofty mountains before mentioned. Its upper
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parts were m uch incumbered with 1ce, as were
both tl:c caftern and weftern fides with innu-
merable rocks, and fome iflets. In the evening
they rcached a point, which lies IN. 83 E., at the
diftance of eight miles from the above fouth-weft
point of the arm they had quitted ; here the party
refted for the night. About two the next morn-
ing (the 10th) their repofe was difturbed by four
Indians, who had ftruck « large halibut, that oc-
cafioned them fome trouble to fecure, very near
the place of their lodging ; this was at length
very dexteroufly effeted, and the interruption
experienced was amply compenfated by the fith
which they purchafed of the Indians, and which
afforded the party feveral good and acceptable
meals.

At four o'clock, the ufual time of moving,
Mr. Whidbey proceeded along the continental
fhore, through a paffage half a league wide,
formed by the fhores of the main and an ifland
lIying aknq;it,aboutzllcague broad and {feven
wiles long, in a direGion N. E. by E.  Nearly
m the middle of this paflage is a bay about two
miles wide, and of the fame depth. This bay,
which has its niorthern point fituated in latitude
00° 567, longitude 213° 257, is the weflern ex-
tent of Sen” Fidalgo’s refearches in this found,
and was named by him Puerto Revilla Gisedo.
To the eaftward of this is another bay of rather

larger
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larger dimenfions, with an ifland in its north-eaft
corner. It is a circumftance not unworthy of
remark 1n thefe bays, {o near as they are to each
‘other, the former prefenting a fouth-eaft, the
lattera fouthern afpect; and that the weftern-
moft fthould be nearly free from ice, whilft the
eafternmoft, with a full {fouth expofure, fhould
be terminated by a folid body of campact ele-
vated ice, fimilar to that which has been before
defcribed, both being equally bounded at no great
diftance by a continuation of the high ridge of
fnowy mountains; as they pafled the caftern bay
they again heard the thunder-like noife, and
found that it had been produced by the falling
of the large pieces of ice that appeared to haveg
been very recently feparated from the mafs ex-
tending in vaft abundance acrofs the paffage to- -
wards the north-eaft point of the 1ifland, info-
much that it was with great difficulty the boats
could effect a paflage. By noon Mr. Whidbey
reached the weft point (called by me Poinm
FreemaxTLE) of the entrance into Puerto de
Valdes, {fo named by Sen' Fidalgo, where thq
Jatitude was obferved to be 606° 57, longitudg
213° 34'; from this point the arm or port abound-
ing with rocks took a direction N. 33 E. for 12
miles, where a fmall brook, fupplied by the dif=
folving of the ice and {now on the mountains,
 flowed
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flowed into the arm, which about five miles from
thence terminated in an eafterly direction, in la-
titude 61° 7/, longitude 213° 56/. The head of
this branch of the found is under the fame pa-
rallel, and is expofed exa&ly to the fame fouth-
crly afped, as that in which the party had beheld
the great fall of ice; and although thefe contti-
tute the northern limits of the found, yet mn this
branch noice had been feen, notwitftanding it 1s
terminated by fhallow water at its head, and 1s
furrounded by fimilar fteep frozen mountains.
The firft icy bay they met with was open to the
ealt and 8. E., nearly a degree to the fouth of
the head, of this branch, and the fecond in the
arm leading to Paflage channel was expofed to
the north ; but in the bays on the fouthern fide
of that channel no 1ce was feen, fo that 1t was not
an eafy matter to account for its partial appear-
ance.

Farly in the moming of the 11th they return-
ed aléng the eaftern fide of Puerto de Valdes,
which 1s {rom halfa league to aleague 1n width;
the fhores are indented by fome fmall bays, and
lined with rocky iflet: and rocks. In this route
they arrived at a point on the continent, lying
from the weft point of entrance into the port S.
g5 E., diftant 4% miles; where they found an
apening about o mile wide that ftretched S. 33

E., and
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E., and formed a paffage about feven or eight
miles long, between the continent and an 1ifland
Iying N. 19 W. and S. 19 E. feven miles in
length, and about two miles in breadth. Thefe
fhores, like thofe which the party had lately na-
~vigated, abounded with rocks and rocky iflets;
and on reaching the fouthern part of this paflage,
it evidently appeared to be the fame mentioned
by Captain Cook on the 17th of May 1778,
which the mafter of the Refolution had been
fent to examine, and that Puerto de Valdes was
the arm that had occafioned at that time a dif-
ference of opinion between Lieutenant Gore ands
Mr. Roberts. ‘

The {fouth point of this, which 1s Bligh’s
ifland, being the ftation from whence Mr. John-
flone had commenced his furvey, completed the
examination of the whole of Prince William’s
found, as 1t refpeé’ced‘ the boundary of the conti-
nent ; but the numerous iflands, iflets, rocks, and
thoals, which are contained within this fpace,
being confidered as fecondary objecls, did not
fall within the limits of our fervice for accurately
afcertaining or delineating ; yet thefe have been
noticed with every degree of circum{pection, that
circumftances, and the nature of our refearches
would allow, without {werving from our prin-
cipal obje&, viz. the furvey of the fhore of the con-

tinent.,
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finent. For this reafon I thall here conclude the
report of Mr.Whidbey’s excurfion, notwithftand-
ing that he examined port Fidalgo; but as no
new matter occured to him, it 18 unncceﬁary to
recapitulate the former obfervations; and as we
had no further bufine(s to detain us any longer
mn this fituation, we prepared to take our depar-
ture, having during our ftay made the following
aftronomical and nautical obfervations. _

By the rate of the chronometers as afcertained
at the head of Cook’s inlet, the longitude of port
Chalmers was thewn to be, on the 26th of May,

by Kendall's chronometer, 213° 30’ 20"
By Arnold’s No. 14, 213 22 50
Ditto 176, 213 21 20

On the oth of June, Kendall’s chronometer
ftopped, but on applying a gentle horizontal mo-
tion, it was again put into aétion.

From the 26th of May to the 10th of June,
No. 14, and N. 170, were found to be going
nearly at the fame rate as afcertamed in Cook’s
nlet; hence the longitudinal diftance between
Cook’s inlet, and port Chalmers, may be con-
fidered as pretty correctly afcertained ; but as an
alteration was obferved to have taken place in
their rate of going after that time, the feveral
rates of the chronometers were afcertained by
repeated good obfervations, made from the 1oth

to
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to the 16th of June, both davs inclufive; and
as the true longitude of port Chalmers was found
by fubfequent obfervations to be 213° 227, No. 14
was on the 106rn of June, found to be faft of

mean time at Greenwich, 4" 13747/ o
And to be gaining on mean time
per day, at the rate of, : .23
No. 176 was faft of mean time
at Greenwich, 0 20 406
And to be gaining on mean time
per day, at the rate of, 51 40
Kendall’s was faft of mean time
at Greenwich, 8 41 41
And gaining on mean time per ‘
day, at the rate of, 26 50
~ The latitude of port Chalmers
was found to be 60° 16/,

The variation by fdur'compaf—
{es, and thirty fets of obfervations;
differing from 26° 50/, to 30° ¢'; \
fhewed the mean refult, to be 28 30 cafterly.
The vertical inclination of the magnetic needle,

Marlked end, North Face Eaft 77° 307
Ditto  ditto Wett, 77 50
Ditto  South Face Eaft, 76
Ditto  ditto Weft, 77

The mean inclination of the marine
dipping nedle, 77 81
VoL. V. Y At
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At port Chalmers a confiderable difference
had been obferved between the night and day
tides ; the former during the {prings rofe thirteen
feet, fdur inches; whereas the latter did not rife
more than twelve feet one inch ; and it was alfo
found to be high water about an hour after the
moon had pafled the meridian.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VIIL

Quit Prince William's Sound—Geographical and
other Obfervations refpeciing the adjacent Coun-
try and its Inhabitanis—Proceed in the Exami-
nation of the exterior Coaft—Pafs Port Mulgrave
—Intelligence received of the Survey having
been completed to that Station by the Chatham—
Arrive in Crofs Sound— foined by the Chatham

there.

I HAD fully intended laying the Difcovery on
thore in this harbour, for the purpofe of ex-
amining, and if neceflary, of repairing her bot-
tom ; but the rife and fall of the tide was too in-
confiderable for that purpofe, without very ma-
terially lightening the thip; an operation that
would have taken up more time than could con-
veniently be fpared; and, without much labour’
i clearing a place the woods, a fituation could
not be procured fit for the reception of fuch ar-
ticles, as it would have been neceflary to have
landed: in addition to thefe circumftances, the
" Intemperate weather on our firft arnival greatly
militated againf{t fuch operations; and this being
* {ucceeded by the neap tides, induced me wholly
Y 2 to
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to give up the defign, which I now began to con-
fider more as a matter of curiofity than as an
objeét of real neceffity.

On Monday the 16th the wind blOV\/an a mo-
derate breeze right into the harbour from the
S.W. attempts were made to warp out againft it
to the entrance, where this wind would have been
favorable to our purfuit; but our ropes for this
fervice were too much worn to fuftain the weight
of the thip, and they broke on our firft trial.
The S. W. wind continuing, detained us until
three in the morning of Tuefday the 17th, when,
on a calm fucceeding, the fthip was towed to the
entrance of the port; where about feven o’clock
we were met by a gentle breeze from the S. W.
to which we fpread all our canvas, and direéted
our courfe for mid-channel,rbetween Green and
Montagu iffands ; but in our route a funken rock
foon ftopped our progrefs by the fhip {triking
upon it, and having at that time a falling tide,
fhe remained fut, We had come very {uddenly
and unexpectedly into this unpleafant fituation,
as the man at the lead had {carcely announced
his laft foundings, which were at ten fathoms,
when the thip ftruck ; I had alfo founded myfelf,
and hade found not lefs than from nine to ten fa-
thoms, in every dire&ion round this rock, but
had unluckily miffed the fpot on which the thip.

(now lodged, which had neither weeds nor any
B other
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other indication of its exiftence; nor does it oc-
cupy a greater cxtent than a fix or eight oared
boat in any direCtion. The thip reited nearly on
its higheft part, and at low water, the depth
clofe to her bow was only twelve feet . whilft we
had five fathoms under the main chains, and fe-
ven fathoms depth of water under her ftern,
The water quitting the fhip’s bows afforded wus
an opportuhity of replacing much of ‘rl‘]dcopper
that had been torn off by the ice. About eleven
o'clock the return of the flood tide relieved us
from this embarralfment, without our having,
apparently, received any damage.

The wind being faint and baffling from the
weftern quarter, with a {light current fetting on
the fhores of Montagu ifland, prevented. our
. failling ; but we employed the afternoon in warp-
ing turther into mid-channel, clear of this line
of funken rocks. Here we anchored 1n twenty-
one fathoms water, muddy bottom; about a mile
and three quarters from the fhores of Montagu
ifland. The fouth point of port Chalmers bore
by compafs S. 80. IZ. ; the north-weft point of
Montagu ifland, N. 11 W.; and the north point
of Green ifland N. 76 VW. In this fituation a few
cod and halibut were taken during the night, and
on the morning of Wednefday the 18th calm
rainy weather prevented our moving until late in
the forcnoon; when with a light breeze from

Y s the
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the E. N. E. we proceeded, and having pafled to
the northward of the north Paflage rock, no
foundings were gained with the hand line; but
about half a league from the north-weft point of
Montagu ifland the depth was fixty-five fathoms,
muddy bottom : from this point a ledge of rocks
extends about half a mile. As we failed along
the north-eaft fide of the ifland, 1t feemed to be
divided into bays or founds; two of which ap-
peared to be capacious, but from each of their
points of entrance, rocks were feen to extend a
confiderable diftance; fome of which were level
with, and others juft fhewed their heads above
the furface of the fea. In thefe openings fimilar
obftru&ions were noticed; and as this fide of
Montagu ifland is greatly expofed to the influ-
ence of the prevailing winds, great caution ought
to be obferved in navigating near its thores, until
a more minute examination may pomt out the
fituation of the latent dangers, of which we were
unable to procure any further information, than
{hat of barely fecing that fuch did exift; for as
the wind veered to the fouthward, it led us from
thefc rocky thores, whilft it enabled us to fetch
well over towards cape Hinchinbrook: in this
route were obferved many riplings and agitations
of the fea, as if it were flowing over fhallow
placcs but we gained no bottom with the hand-
line in pafling through feveral of them.

As
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As the might approached, the wind became
light and variable, with alternate calms, thefe
” together with the flood tide, about three in the
morning of Thurfday the 19th, fat the fhip di-
retly towards the north point of entrance into
port Etches; where, with 100 fathoms of line
no bottom could be reached within abouta quar-
ter of a mile of the fhore, on which the fea broke
with confiderable violence. Fortunately howe-
ver, whilft in this very unpleafant predicament
from which we pofleffed no refources of extrica-
tion, a breeze fprang up from the N. E. juft fuf-
fictent to enable us to ftem the current, and re-
lieved us from all apprehenfions of danger. This
breeze was foon fucceeded by calms and light
foutherly airs, which towards noon, with the
affiftance of the flood tide, drove us into the en-
trance of port Etches, without our being able to
refift their influence; and as I knew the flood
would continue until near five o’'clock ; we bore
away for anchorage, but gained no bottom until
we had pafled the rocky iflets that lie on the
north-weft fide within the entrance, and were
ncarly abreaft of the léggori within which the
Ruffians have their eftablifhment. We anchored
in 31 fathoms water, the lagoon bearing by com-
pafs N. 20 W. at the diftance of halt a mile ; the
head of the harbour IN. 29 E., and the points of

entrance 5. 3 W. and 5. 25 W.
Y4 After
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After dinner I went on thore, accompanied by
fome of the officers, and was received by Mr. Cd-
lomence wnd Mr. Ballufian, with all the friendli-
nefs and hofpitahty - which the povcrty of their
ﬁtuatxon permitted them to exhibit. Here we
were introduced to anothcr gentleman named
Smyloﬁ" who prefided over the maritime part of
this metcantile company, and who had under his
dire¢tions the galliot mentioned by M. John-
ftrne as forming the fide of the’ mclofurc, in
which their habltations are built clofe to the
lauding placc at the Ruffian faltory; with two
others of fimilar burthen.

This 6entlcman havmg heard of our arrival in
Cook’s inlet, he had gone thither for the purpofe
of paying us a vifit, but had been difappointed
of his obJe& by our departure from thence, and
he had been returned only a few days. His route
Had been over the ifthmus, and he defcribed Paf-
ﬁf < channel to be the very place we had fuppofed
it to be. He flated, that the Chatham had failed
out of the found on the 12th of the month with
a favorable breeze, and that ﬁnce‘ her departure
a brig had p"t{"cd up the found fteering towards
Spud—comer cove. We - fpcnt a fhort time 1n
\1emno them premlfes, which afforded little
W orthy of attm ticn befides what has already been
defenbed. "On our return, we were accompa-
nicd on board by Mr. Ballufian and M. Smylotf;

the
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the former after fupper returned to the fhore,
but Mr. Smyloff remained with us until we were
clear of the port; which from light and variable
winds we did not effe&t until near noon on Fri-
day the 20th ; when an excellent obfervation was
procured, which fhewed the latitude by three
obfervers to be 60° 181, Cape Hinchinbrook at
this time bore by compafs S. 36 E., diftant two
miles. This 'promont'ory, according to the re-
fult of our calculations, is fituated in Jatitude 60°
10Y, longitude 2132 56/,

M. Puget having received inftru&ions to ez-
amine the coaft minutely from hence to. port
Mulgrave, my attention was only directed to
fixing the line of the intermediate external head-
lands, until any navigable branches of the fea
{hould be found between thofe limits. For this
purpofe we embraced the advantage of the favor-
able weftern breeze then prevailing, and fteered
towards the fouth pomt of Kaye’s ifland.  Our
time being thus unintereftingly employed, I thall
fill the vacant page by making a few remarks
on {uch circumitances as had recently occurred, |
but had not found a place 1n the narrative of our
tranfactions.

I cannot avord making fome obfervations on
the ditfercnce 1a the delineation of Prince Wil-
liam’s found, a3 reprefented in Captain Cook’s
laft voygge, and the 1cfu1t of our late examina-

tion,



330 ‘A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [sung,
tion, particularly with refpect to Montagu ifland,
which is therein defcribed to be {feven miles longer,
and to be placed ten miles more to the {outh-
ward, than we found to be its fituation and ex-
tcnt.. '

The weft point of Snug-corner cove isal{o
placed five miles to the fouth of the obfervations
“of Mr. Whidbey and Mr. Johnftone, which
agreed very accurately together. In a direction
, 8. 50 W., diftant feven miles from cape Hin-
chinbrook, and nearly at the fame diftance from
the fhores of Montagu ifland, is a barren, flat,
rocky iflet, with feveral rocks lying at a {mall
diftance from it. Of this iflet no notice is taken
either in the chart or hiftory of that voyage, not-
withftanding it was then feen, and its fituation
afcertained to be nearly as we now found it, by
thofe who were at that time on board the Dif-
covery. The obfervations alfo that were made
" by them for afcertaining the latitude of the weft
pbint of Snug-corner cove and Montagu ifland,
correfponded very nearly with our prefent calcu-
lations. Bcﬁdcs\thcﬁ:, I have in other inftances
detected fome errors which are evidently of the
,prda ; but it 13 a circum{tance not cafily to be
rcconcxled with fuch high geographical autho-
nty, that the above mentioned errors thould have
taken place in the conﬁru&xon of the chart ; and
notv: xtl“{’cevmmg that I entertain thc hmhc{’c re-

{pect
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fpect and veneration for the Right Reverend and
learned editor of thofe volumes, yet I am of opi-
nion, that had Captain Cook furvived to have fu-
perintended the publication of his own labours,
thefe errors would have been re&ified; and I am
ied to bclicve, that they muft have arifen frém
fome writing, or authentic document, relative
to this particular part of his refearches, having
been loft or miflaid. This opinion is founded on
the great deficiency of nautical information in
the hiftory of that voyage, refpeting the fpace
between the fouth point of Kaye'sifland and cape
Elizabeth ; which, by paffing through Prince
‘William’s found, may be faid to comprehend a
line of fea coaft upwards of 9o leagues in extent,
and which employed Captain Cook ten days to
traverfe, namely, from the 11th to the 21{t of
May, 1778; a weck of which was fpent in paf-
fing through this inlet, almoft from its moft nor-
thern to its moft fouthern extremity; in which
time, fufficient opporturiities occurred for mak-
ing the neceflary obfervations for the latitude, for
the longitude by the chronometer, and for the
variation of the compafs; yet none of thefe (ex-
cepting the fituation of the fhip on the 12th at -
noon,) nor the pofition of any one point or fta-
tion on the coaft, nor the iflands within thofe
limits, are any where noticed; nor is there any
thing relative to the tides, excepting that of the

flood ’
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flood coming from the fouthward, to be mect
with'; nor any topographical de fcription of the
coaft, nor of the rocks and iflands that lie off
from it, fouth-weftward from Montagu-ifland to
cape Elizabeth, notwithftanding that coaft was
pafled at no great diftance, and was found to
take a direction very contrary to what was at
that time expefled. In addition to this circum-
ftance, the néarly central fituation of this capa-
cious inlet in the {pace in queftion, and its broken
and infular appearance, rendered fuch an extent
~of coaft the more likely to have been noticed in a
particular manner, and would argue an inatten-
_ tion to nautical occurrences, which I believe is
no where to be met with in the works of that
juﬁly“rcnov&ned and moft celebrated navigator ;
and which prpbably will only be difcovered by
thofe whofe fituations may render it expedient for
them to refort for information to thc refult of
his tmcqua lled labours.

The minute examination we were empowered
to make of Prince William’s found, not only
brought us acquainted with its utmoft limits in
every direction, but proved it to be.a branch of
the ocean that requires the greateft circumfpec-
tion 'to navigate ; and although it diverges into
many extenilve arms, yet none of them can be
confidered as commodicus harbours, on account
ot the rocks and ﬁlqals that obftruct the approach

o V to
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to them, or of the very great depth of water at
or about their entrances. Of the former, innu-
merable have been difcovered, and there s great
reafon to fuppofe that many others may have
exiftence, of which we gained no knowledge.
By what may be colle&ed from our nquirnes,
Snug-corner cove, and the paflage to 1t from the
ocean, fecm to be the leaft ' liable to thefe objec-
tions of all places of thelter which the found af-
tords. The place of our ancherage in port Chal-
mers, can only be confidered as a fma]l cove in a
rugged rocky coaft; fo very diflicult \of accels or
egrefs, that our utmoft vigilance in {founding was
uncqual to warn us of the rock on which the
thip grounded, and which is fituated . 72 W.
from the north point of the harbour, diftant one
mile; and,N. 0 E. from the woody iflet, at about
the fame diftance, having between 1t and the
iflet the fouth pafiage rock, with two fhoals; on
founding, (whilft the thip was aground) towards
the north paflage rock, another fhoal was difco-
vered in that direCtion about half a mile off,
thoaling fuddenly from about twelve to four fa-
thoms, at about two thirds flood. At the mo-
ment the thip ftruck, I thought fhe had been on
the bed of kelp laid down in IMr, Portlock’s
flcetch, which I had {earched for in vain; but
on comparing the fituations, I iound that that
where vie had been ftopped 1n our moaims ap-

peat i
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peared to be confiderably to the fouth-weft;
hence it is very probable that there may be more
of thefc latent dangers exifting in this neighbour-
hood, whofe {ituation require the moft attentive
vigilance to difcover and avoid; of thefe it had
been our lot to fall in with four in the fpace of
as many miles, which had remained unnoticed
not only by former vifitors, but by our compa-
nion alfo; and fince accident alone brought them
to our knowledge, the prefumption is greatly
in favor of the above opinion, and renders the
navigating this fouthern paflage into Prince Wil-
liam’s found, infinitely more intricate and un-
pleafant than had before been imagined. For
the particulars of fuch information as we were
able to collect, T beg leave to refer to the an-
nexed fketch, where it will alfo be found, that
what is called Stockdale’s harbour is only a bay
full of rocks, and of courfe was not worthy of
any particular examination.

In the neighbourhood of port Chalmers, the
country as high up the fides of the mountains as
vegetation extended, was in moft Elaccs free from:
fnow betore we quitted that anchorage, and af-
forded us an opportunity of forming fome judg-
ment on the nature of the foil; which, from the
diverfity of furface in plains, and fpaces clear of
trees, prefented a pleafing verdant appearance to
the eye; but on a more attentive examination it

proved
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proved to be in mott placesa perfe& morafs, com-
pofed of a very poor black moorifh carth, formed
apparently of decayed vegetables, not fufficiently
decompofed to produce any thing but a variety
of coarfe mofles, a fhort {piry grafs, a few cran-
berry, and {fome other plants of a dwarfith ftunted
growth ; fome of thefe morafles compofe the fides
of the hills, and although thefe had confiderable
inclination, yet they had the property of retain-
ing the water to a very deceitful and unpleafant
degree; exhibiting an apparently dry, verdant
furface, which when walked upon funk to nearly
half leg deep in water. The foil from whence
the forefts have fprung is of fimilar materials,
and not reduced to a more perfet mould; but
this generally covers a rocky foundation, from
whence pine trees feem to derive great nourifh-
ment, as very large ones had frequently been
found growing from out of the mnaked rock.
Thofe about this harbour did not grow with the
fame luxuriance as at the place from whence our
fore-yard had been procured, about five leagues
to the fouth-weft, but compofed rather a dwarfith
foreft; which, although producing many of the
common berry buthes, cannot be confidered as
much interrupted with underwood. The thores
are in general low, and as has been already ob-
ferved, very fwampy in many places, on which
the fea appears to be making more rapid in-

croachments
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croachments than I ever before faw or heard of.
Many trees had been cut down fince thefe regions
had been firft vifited by Europeans; this was evi-
dent by the vifible effects of the axe and faw ;
which we concluded had been produced whilft
Meflrs. Portlock and. Dixon were here, {feven
years before our arrival ; as the ftumps of the
trees were 1till remaining on the earth where
they had originally grown, but were now many
feet below the high water mark, ‘even of neap
tides. A narrow low projeéting point of land
behind which we rode, had not long fince afford-
ed fupport to fome of the largeft pine trees in
the neighbourhood, but it was now overflowed
by every tide; and excepting two of the trees,
which fuill put torth a few leaves, thc whole
were reduced to naked, dead white ftumps, by
the incroachment of the {fea water to their roots;
and fome ftumps of trecs, with their roots {till
faft in the ground,?wecre alfo found in no very
advanced ftate of decay ncarly as low down as
the low water of {pring tides. '

The only fith we obtained in this port was a
few indifferent crabs from the thores.: About the
outdkirts of the woods we procured a little wild
celery, and the fpruce beer that was here brewed
far exceeded in excellence any we had before
made upon the couft.  Our {fportfmen procured
a few gecle, ducks, goofanders, and other aquatie

birds,
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birds, which proved very acceptable; to thefe
were added an old black bear, but although we
were living on falted provifions, its fleth did not
feem to be much relithed. ‘
Our fituation did not permit us to become
much acquainted with the native inhabitants of
the country ; for excepting thofe who had vifited
us near the fouth point of Montagu ifland, none
of them approached the thip ; nor did Mr. Whid-
bey, although he coafted near four hundred and
twenty miles of the fhores of the peninfula and
continent, meet with more than thirteen of the
Indians; he did not fee any of their habitations,
nor any of thofe deferted villages that we had
been accuftomed to find in every other part of
the coaft. From whence it 1s evident, that the
population of this large found is very inconfider-
able when compared with 1ts extent; for it we
admit, that all thofe feen by both the furveying
parties, and the four that vifited the thip, werc
all different perfons, the tetal number of people
amounted only to two hundred and eighty-one
of all defcriptions, exclufive of the few we faw
amongit the Ruffians at port Etches, who moft
probably belonged to the village that Mr. John-
ftone had vifited. © This number appcars to be
infinitely fhort of the computation made by Mr.
Meares and other vifitors; and hence it might
poffibly be inferred, that fince the period of their
Vor. V. Z vifits
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vifits the number of the inhabitants had greatly
diminithed, and that the caufe of this depopula-
tion was to be afcribed to the Ruffian progrefs;
an inference which would derive fome fupport
from the circumftance of our having found feve-
ral o/d graves, but only one that appeared to have
been recently conftruéted.  This 1dea, however,
may be eafily combated, as I am well perfuaded
that the prefent ftate of population in thefe re-
gions differs but little from what had been found
to be the cafc on their being firft difcovered by
Captain Cook, who fpent eight days in and paf-
fing through this found ; during which time the
number of inhabitants who vifited the veflels
under hts command, did not exceed one hundred
different perfons of all ages, and of both fexes.
Since thofe were probably the firft European vef-
{els that had ever entered the found, as nonc of
the natives were afraid to approach the veflels, it
1s natural to fuppofe that objedts fo fingular and
unaccountable would attra& the attention of
every mdividual, who could find either an oppor-
tunity to gratity his curiofity, or to traffic for
thole commodities which were efteemed amongft
them as articles of valuable acquifition, little
doubt can exift that a large proportion of the in-
habitants at that time made their appearance,
Our not having“ fe.n any deferted habitations
dtrongly fupports this opinion, and the circum-

ftance
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ftance of the antiquity of all the graves met with
on the weftern fide of the inlet may have been
occafioned by the natives of late years having
been more confined to the eaftern parts of the
found, for the convenience of tranfaéting their
commercial bufinefs with their European vifitors,
who have uniformly made thofe parts their ren-
dezvous. I would not however with to be un-
derftood to mean, that the Ruffian eftablithments
in this country had not coft fome blood, becaufe
I have been informed by themfelves, that both
Ruffians and Indians have fallen in effeGing their
purpofe, though neither in any confiderable num-
bers ; but my reafon for alluding to this fubject
1s, to point out that the population of this coun-
try appears to have been greatly over.rated by
thofc gentlemen who have vifited it fince Cap-
tain Cook’s time ; fince, according to their efti-
mation, it would now appear to be reduced to
one half its former number of inhabitants.

Mr. Meares obferves, that thefe people have
no towns, villages, or fixed places of abode; in
this refpeé he was certainly not well informed,
and may poflibly have lain under the fame dif-
advantage with regard to the numerous and pow-
erful nations which he confiders as being in their
neighbourhood. The general appearance of the
adjacent countries gave us every reafon to believe
that thefe regions were very thinly inhabited.

72 It
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It was remarked, that during the furveying ex-
curfions not a fingle fca otter, and but very few
whales or feals had been feen ; and that the wild
tow!l were not met with in that plenty during
Mr. Whidbey’s, as in Mr. Johnftone’s, expedi-
tion.

This being the amount of what had princi-
pally occurred refpecting the natural ftate of
prince Willlam’s found, I have to regret very
much our want of knowledge of the Ruffian lan-
guage, becaufe the refults of all our inquiries con-
cerning the objec of that power, in extending
its immenfe empire to thefe diftant and inhofpi-
table thores, became from that caufe in a great
meafure nugatory, vague, or contradictory. We
however clearly underftood, that the Ruffian go-
vernment had little to do with thefe fettlements;
that they were folely under the direction and
fupport of independent mercantile companies ;
and that port Etches, which had been eftablithed
1n the courfe of the preceding fummer, was then
‘their moft eaftern fettlement on the American
.coafl; but I was not able to learn the number of
ditferent ftations they had, though I underftood
from Mr. Smyloff, that the total of Ruffians em-
ployed between this port and Oonalathka, both
wnclufive, were about four hundred. This num-
ber, 1t thould feem, is amply fufficient for the
acconiphthment of the purpofe they have in view;

as
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as not the leaft attention whatever is paid to the
cultivation of the land, or to any other obje& but
that of colleGing furs, which is principally done
by the Indians, whofe fervices they have com-
pletely fecured, and whofe implicit confidence
they have intirely gained; particularly thofe of
Cook’s inlet, and the iflands of and to the fouth-
weft of the Kodiak; the adjacent continent they
reprefent as a fteril and uninhabited country.
Although we could not gratify our curiofity to
the extent I could have withed refpecting the
fituation of the Ruffians, yet I could not avoid
feeling a degree of fatisfaction in obferving the
comfortable manner in which they feem to live
amongit thefe untutored children of nature;
having gained them over to be obedient to their
withes, they appear to maintain their influence
not by fear, as their conquerors, but by having
found the way to their hearts, and by fecuring
an affetionate regard. This was manifefied in
all their tranfaétions, though more efpecially in
their intercourfe with the people of Cook’s inlet
and the Kodiak ; many of whom, the wemen as
well as the men, are rctained in the fervice of
the Rufllians, who fpeak of their attachment and
fidelity in the higheft terms of praife and appro-
bation, and indifcriminately employ them with
their own partics on bufinefs of the moft confi-

Z 3 dential
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dential importance. The natives of Prince Wil-
liam’s found, however, do not appear to fhare the
good opinion of the Ruffians in an equal degree ;
but whether this may arife from a difference in
their difpofitions, or whether it be owing to the
Ruffians having come more recently amongft
them, and that a fufficient intercourfe had not
yet indvced them to fubmit to a docile and con-
fidential fubordination, we could not correctly
determine.  Although, from the converfation of
the Ruflians, the former would appear to be the
cafe, yet the Ruffians feemed to repofe the great-
eft confidence in the party Mr. Johnftone met
with at the large Indian village, and to refign
themfelves completely to their power. This
méaﬁ;rc might probably be indifpenfably requi-
fite for carrying into effet their commercial
purfuxts, Wthh cannot fail of being highly ad—
wantadeous to the Rufﬁan adv enturers, who, it is
reafonable to expe& may be enabled to difpofe
of the furs thus colleé’ced at a much better market’
in the northcrn parts of China; and this after
havmo procured them at a much more reafon-
able raté than either the European or American
traders could p@fﬁbly have done; firft becaufe
they are compethors, and fecondly becaufé they
have only one place in thc moft fouthern parts
of (,hma to rJort to asa market; where the

Canton
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Canton 'meréhants purchafe the furs nearly at
their own price, and moft probably 'inﬁhitely-
under their real value.

It 1s very poffible that no other people will
hereafter be 1o well able to carry on this valuable
traffic as the Ruffilans, who, being natives of a
frigid region and naturally a hardy race, and lit-
tle acquainted with the luxuries of their more
fouthern neighbours, have in thefe refpes greatly
the advantage over all other civilized nations.
Without deviating much from the habits and
practices continued from their earlieft infancy,
the Ruffians can readily adopt many of the In-
dian cuftoms, by which means the manners of
the two people become much affimilated. This
1s greatly furthered by their partaking of the
fame fort of food, and wearing the fame fort of
clothing. Their external appearance differs little
from the natives; and with refpe¢t to the prin-
cipal occupations of the Indians, fuch as hunting
and fithing, the Ruffian, who has no better means
of paffing away his time, for we fcarcely faw a
brook of any defcription amongft them, is moft
likely able, from his fuperior kn'owledgvc', to afford
them in thefe purfuits fome inftruction that may -
tend to render thofe exercifes more intercfting
and advantageous. Thefe, together with fome
ufeful utenfils, and a few articles of ornament o
luxury now and then given to the Indians, focuse

Z to
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to the Ruffian at leaft the charaéer of a defirable
companion ; and who from his fuperior weapons
and knowledge in the art of war, when once a
good underftanding thall be thoroughly eftablith-
ed - amongft them, will be enabled to prote&
them againf’c any neighbouring foe; and the re-
ward he will demand for fuch important fervices
will be no more than the fkins (of little or no
value to the natives) of thofe animals, which
thcy— have moft probably been accuftomed to take
rather for the fake of their fleth than for any
other purpofe. The habits and general condudt
of the Ruffians are not very likely to be adopted
by any other maritime nation, there being few
I believe who could retire to thefe frigid regions,
and completely fubmit to a life fo very foreign to
the manners and cuftoms of the civilized world.
The intereit that the Indians feem to take mn the
{uccefs and welfare of the Ruffians, originatés in
principles of attachment and regard which do
not appear likely to be eafily removed by the in-
fluence of ftrangers to the prejudice of the Ruffian
commercial intereft, and which from the practice
of the prefent day may probably be ftrengthened
in the fucceeding generations; for although the
Ruflians did not apyear to us either ftudious or
learned, yet it was underftood, that 1n all their
eftablifiments the children of the natives are
taken at an early age to apartments provided on

purpofe,
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purpofe, where they are maintained and educated
in the Ruffian language, and no doubt inftructed
in fuch principles as are moft likely hereafter to
be advantageoufly directed to the interefts of that
nation.. :

Thefe circumftances, with a few others that
will appear under the head of general obferva-
tions, are the refult of the information procured
during our intercourfe with the native or foreign
inhabitants of thefe regions; but as our fituation
and means of communication, allowed of but
{ew opportunities for acquiring fatisfactory in-
telligence, the whole I truft will be received with
indulgence, as an humble endeavour to tran{mit
all the light I received on a fubje&, which in a
commercial point of view may be interefting to
perfons concerned in {imilar occupations.

The favorable breeze with which we had failed
out of Prince William’s found, on Friday the
20th, did us but little fcrvice, as it was {oon fuc-
ceeded by a calm, which in a few hours was fol-
lowed by a S. W. wind, with rainy unpleafant
weather. In the afternoon of baturday the 211t
we were within about four leagues of Kaye's
ifland ; the wind then veered round and fixed in
the eaftern ‘quarter, attended with fome varlety
both as to its force and diretion, againit which
we plied to o little purpofe, that although every
advantage that offered was embraced 1n the

morning
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morning of Thurfday the 26th, yet the fouth
point of Kaye’s ifland, which after Sir Andrew
Snape Hamond, I have diftinguifhed by-the
name of Care HaMoND, bore by compafs N. 16
E., ten leagues diftant. After about five hours
calm, a light breeze fprang up from the weft-
ward, attended by fair pleafant weather ; the va-
riation of the furveying compafs was at this time
obferved to be 2g° 23 caftwardly ; to this favor-
ablc gale we fpread all our canvafs, and direéted
our courfe towards cape Suekling. At noon the
obferved latitude was 59° 38/, longitude 215°
26/; in this fituation the High land of cape Suck-
ling bore by compafs N. 23 E. and cape Hamond,
N. 15 E. This eape, according to feveral ob-
fervations made whilft bea’ting off it, and all
agreeing extremely well, 1s fituated in latitude
5¢° 481/, longitude 215° 517, In Captain Cook’s
laft voyage. vol. 1. page 350, this very 'confpi-—
cuous cape Is ftated to be in longitude 216° 58/,
‘but i the chart it is placed in 215° 3% from
Captain Cook’s fituation on the preceding day in
longitude 215 56/, he deferibes Kaye's ifland to
be five or ﬁ\x leagues to the weftward, hence the
latter, or longitude 215° 3, is to be taken as the
longitude then affigned to it; and this made our
obfervations for the longitude vary lefs from
Captain Caook’s, than on the coaft further to the
weltward. ‘ ‘

The
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The difference in longitude between Captain
Cook’s calculations and ours, appeared to decreafe
as we advanced to the caftward; for at cape Eli-
zabeth it was 1° 8/, at cape Hinchinbrook it was
54/, but at cape Hamond it was only 48’. In the
evening we pafied cape Suckling, which was
found to be fituated in latitude 60° 1/, longitude
210° 1¢/; and as1t was my intention to recom-
mence our furvey of the coaft from that point, we
proceeded along itwithin about two leagues of the
- fhore ; which fhot out in finall proje@ing points,
with alternate low clifty, or white fandy beaches,
being the termination of a border of low wood-
fand country, extending fome diftance within,
until 1t joins the foot of a clofe conne&ed chain
of lofty frozen mountains, which is a continua-
tion of the fame range that had been conftantly
obferved to extend from the head of Cook’sinlet,
along the northern boundary of Prince William’s
found. From thefe low projecting points, fome
fhoals ftretch into the occan; one of thefe we
pafled about two in the morning of Friday the
27th, at the diftance of about four miles, without
gaining foundings, with 35 fathoms of line; it
extends in a foutherly diretion, two miles from
a low point of land that forms the weft point of
a bay apparently very fhoal, and from the quan-
tity of white muddy water, that flowed from it
into the fea, we concluded it to be the outlet of
the
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the floods formed on the low land, by the dif-
folving ice and fnow on the fides of the neigh-
bouring mountains; which at this feafon of the
year muft be copious, as our thermometers were
generally between 50 and 65, .and . the elevated
parts of the coaft were ftill covered with fnow,
as low down as where the pine trees began  to
grow. From the weft point of this bay, in lati-
ude 60° 3%, longitude 2160 57/, the fhore, to-
wards cape Suckling, makes a fmall bend to the
north-weftward, but the general dire&ion of the
coaft is nearly eaft and weft, and appeared to us
to be firm and compact.

At fix in the morning the wefterly wind died
away, and the weather remained calm, or nearly
{o, until noon, during which time we drifted a

ew miles to the eaftward, and fhoaled-our water
from 66 to 42 fathoms, without appearing to ap-
proach the fhofe ; our obfervations fhewed the
latitude to be 50° 57, longitude 217° 46'; at this
time wefternmoft land in fight bore by compafs
8. 00 W.; a fmall opening in the beach, which,
from the muddy water flowing from it, was evi-
dently the entrance into a lagoon or thallow ri-
vulet, N. 66 W. diftant nine miles; the neareft’
fhore, which is an abrupt cliff at the extremity
of a range of hills that ftretch as it were perpen-
dicularly to the bafe of the mountains, intercept-
mig the Jow border, and trrminating at the fea-

fide
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fide N. 0. W, diftant five or {ix miles; and the
eafternmoft land in fight, which is low, and ap-
parently a projecting pont, N. 54 E.

Cur fair and pleafant weather ceafed with the
wefterly wind ; this was fucceeded in the after-
noon by a heavy and gloomy atmoiphere, parti-
cularly ever the land, which, excepting on the
border and lower hills, was enveloped in a dreary
obfcurity ; the wind was light i the fouthern
board, and enabled us to make fome little pm4
grefs along the coaft, and though we increafed
our diftance from it, yet the depth of water de-
creafed to 35 fathoms; the night was moftly
calm, or attended with light variable winds, and
the depth of water from 35 to 49 fathoms. By
noon the next day, Saturday the 28th, the wind
blew 2 freth gale from the N. E., accompanicd
with {qualls and paffing fhowers of rain. The
obferved latitude 50° 51/, the longitude 218717/,
the depth of water was about 30 fathoms; in
this fituation the land, though but mndiftincly
feen, bore by 'Compafs as follows; the weftern-
moft part W. by IN.; the above low projc&ing
point, being the neareft thore, IN. 25 W., cight
miles diftant ; a high abrupt cliffy point forming
the weft point of a bay, bounded by a {olid body
of iceor frozen fnow, N. 21 E.  From the caft-
‘ern fide of this icy bay, the coaft, formed of low,
or rather moderately-clevated land, extended to

' ™. 64
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N. 64.; beyond which, high diftant fnowy moun-
tains were feen N. 67 E.

Againft thefe adverfe winds, which almoft
conftantly attended us, we were obliged to ply;
but as at times they varied their direction a little,
we gained fome fmall advantage, fo that by ten
o’clock on Sunday forenoon we tacked in 23 fa-
thoms, within a league of the eaft point of the
above icy bay, which I named Point Riovu. It
i§ low, well wooded, with a fmall i1flet detached
at a little diftance to the weftward of it. Eaft-
ward from the fteep cliffs that terminate this bay,
and from whence ‘the ice defcends into the {fea,
the coaft is again compéﬁ:d of a'{pacious margin
of low land, rifing with a gradual and uniform
afcent to the foot of the {lill conneéted chain of
lofty mountains, whofe fummits are but the bafe
from whence mount St. Elias towers, majefti-
cally confpicuous in regions of perpetual froft.
The obferved latitude at noon was 5¢° 45/, lon-
gitude 21¢° 0'; in this fituation the wefternmoft
land in fight by compafs bore N. 85 W.; point
Riou, N. 23 W.; diftant ¢ mtles, from whence
low land extended to N. 55 E. The wind fhill
continued n the eaftern board, but was no longer
favorable to our progrefs; for in turning to wind-
ward from this ftation we loft ground until the
morning of Tucfday, July the 1ft, whena light
biceze, attended by ferene pleafunt weather,

fprang
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{prang upfromthe weftward,with which ourcourfe
was dirc&ed for the low land to the caftward
of point Riou. At noon, the obferved latitude
was 59°3¢’,Jongitude 216° 157, and the variation
of the compafswas in the morning 30°20 cafterdy.
The moft weftern land in fight at this time bore
by compafs weft; point Riou, N. 54 W.; the

_neareft fhore, N. 21 W, diftant feven miles.
This 1s a low projeéting pont of lgmd, fituated
according to our-obﬁsrvations in latitude 5g° 477/,
and longitude 21¢° 17 a point which I named
Poixrt MaxeyY, and which I took to be the weit
poiht of what in Mr. Dixon’s chart is called Ad-
miralty bay, bore N. 39 E., diftant feven leagues;
beyond which, high diftant {fnowy mountains
were feen firetching to N.80 E. As we ad-
vanced alohg the coaft from point Riou the coun-
try became lefs woody, and beyond the low pro-
jeéting point it feemed only to produ{:e abrowmnith
vegetation, which further to the eaftward intirely
<difappeared, and prefented a naked barren coun-
try, compofed +apparently of loofe. unconnedcted
ftones of different magnitudes.

The weather was firnc, and the wind bemo' fa-
vorable we made a pleafant pxogrcxb along the
coaft, which continued to be a low compact
border of plain land ; this, towards point Manby,
gradually put on a more verdant and fertile ap-
Pmrance, and to the eaftward of that pomt the

ety
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_country wasagain well wooded. In the evening
we pafled point Manby, and faw to the E. N. E.
the iflands that form port Mulgrave, for which
we fteered in queft of the Chat’nam, but made
little pragrefs, as the favorable breeze again de-
ferted us, and was fucceeded by a calm. At ten
at night we heard the report of a gun in the di-
re¢tion of port Mulgrave, which was immedi-
ately anfwered, concluding it to be fired from
our confort ; this conjecture proved to be correct,
as by four in the morning of Wednefday the 24
we were vifited by Mr. Manby, the mafter of the
Chatham, 1n one of the Kodiak Indian canoes,
attended by two others. The Indians had re-
ported that a fhip was near the coaft, and our
having anfwered their gun the preceding even-
g, left little doubt on board the Chatham of
our being arrived; and under a fuppofition that
it might be my intention to enter port Mulgrave,
Mr. Manby had come off for the purpofe of con-
ducting us thither. By a letter from Mr. Puget
I became informed that the Chatham had recached
port Mulgrave on the 2gth of June, having com-
pleted the examination of the continental thore
from cape Hinchinbrook to that ftation, where
he had found George Portoff (the Ruffian men-
tioned in Cook’s inlet,) with nine of his coun-
trymen, and nine hundred Kodiak and Cook’s
inlet Indians, under his directions, having ex-

tended
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“tended their excurfions in their {mall {kin canoes
thus far, in queft of fea otter and other fkins.
The pleafantnefs of the weather was much in-
terrupted by the decline of the wefterly wind ;
and we had now faint variable breezes between
north and S. E., attended with drizzling rain and
thick mifty weather, that almoft obfcured the
land from our view. Whillt we were in_ this
fituation, the canoes that had come with Mr.
Manby contrived to gét unobferved at a diftance
from the thip; and when called back, inftead of
returning made the beft of their way to the thore.
This unpleafant weather, with alternate calms,
continued until two in the afternoon, when a
gentle breeze fprang up from the N. W.; but as
by this time we had drifted too far to the eaft-
ward of cape Phipps to fetch into port Mulgrave,
and as [ had no inducement from Mr. Puget’s
communication to give up the advantage of the
then favorable breeze for proceeding along the
‘coaft, we hauled as near to cape Phipps as the
wind would allow, and after firing fome guns .
to announce our fituation to the Chatham, we
bore away along the coaft, which from port Mul-
grave is compoled of a low border, well wooded,
extending from the bafe of the mountains into
the fea. The feafon of the year not requiring
that we thould lie to, to wait the return of the:
day for carrying our furvey into execution; we
Vor. V. Aa continued
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continued under an eafy fail, in expeQation of
thc Chatham overtaking us ; but this was not the
cafe, nor was our favorable gale of long duration.
On the morning of Thurfday the 3d the wind
was again variable in the caftern quarter, againft
which, as ufual, we plied, but to little purpofe.
At ten in the forenoon a {trange fail was defcried
to the eaftward, and at noon the obferved lati-
tude was 5¢° 6/, longitude 221°10. In this
fituation the coaft was feen extending by compafs
from N. W. to S. 82 E.; its neareft part N. E.,
about three leagues diftant; the fhores ftill con-
tinued to be covered with wood, were low, and
appeared to be much inundated, and the waters
found their way to the fea in fhallow rivulets,
through two or three breaks in the beach.

The ftrange fail came up, and joined us in the
afternoon. She proved to be the Jackall, com-
mandced by Mr. Brown. This veficl had vifited
thefe parts of the coaft the two preceding fum-
mers, as a tender belonging to the Butterworth,
then under the command of this gentleman, but
at the conclufion of the feafon in 1793, the had
been difpatched towards England, with direc-
tions to fifh for whales and feals in paffing through
the Pacific Ocean, and at Staten Land, where Mr.
Brown had formed a temporary eftablithment.
With this veflel, and the Prince le Boo his other
tender, Lir. Brown had gone to Canton, from

whence
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whence he had departed on the 24th of February;
and after having a very tedious paffage, he had
reached this coaft on the 30th of the preceding
month, with the intention of proceeding to Crofs
found ; but not having been able to procure an
obfervation for feveral days, he was fteering to the
north-weft for that place; this miftake was now
corrected, and as there was not much profpet of
our ftopping before we fhould reach Crofs found,
Mr. Brown offered to accompany us thither.
From him we received the lateft accounts of the
ftate of Europe that had appeared in China before
his failing. Thefe contained not only the melan-
choly intelligence of the death of Louis XVI. and
of the anarchy which exifted in France, but like-
wife her declaration of war againft England, and
of the attempts which the difcontented were
making in Great Britain, by the promulgation
of French dolrines, to {ubvert our ineftimable
conftitution. The operation of fuch unwelcome
and unexpected tidings, breaking as it were from
a cloud upon the minds of perfons fo little pre-
pared to receive\thcm,' will be infinitely eafier for
the reader to conceive than for me to defcribe, and
I fhall therefore only fay, that they became the
fubjeéts of our moft ferious and painful reflection.
Both wind and weather was very unpleafant ;
the former fettled on Friday the 4th in a fouth-

eafterly gale, attended by a heavy fwell, with
Aa2z {qualls,
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fqualls, and dark rainy weather, which reduced
us to clofe-reefed topfails.  We feparated from
the Jackall, and attempted to beat to windward,
but loft ground until the 6th ; when, after fome
hours calm, we were favored in the morning
with a gentle breeze from the N. W., and a re-
turn of pleafant weather. We had now an ex-
tenfive view of the fea coafl, {tretching by com-
pafs S. 77 W. to N. 86 E., within which limits
mount St. Elias and mount Fairweather rofe
magnificently confpicuous, from the ftill-conti-
nued range of lofty fnowy mountains. This fa-
vorable gale foon enabled us to recover the
ground we had loft, and by noon we reached the
latitude of 59° 3/, longitude 221° 41/, and the
variation in the afternoon was 31° 26’ caftwardly.
In this fituation mount St. Elias, being the wel-
ternmoft land in fight, bore by compafs N. 73 W.;
mount Fairweather was at this time obfcured by
clouds ; the neareft fhore, which was near a nar-
row thallow opening into a lagocn, E. N. E. dif~
tant feven miles; and the eafternmoft land in
fight S. 85 E. The part of the coaft off which we
had been thus cruifing fince the preceding Thurf-
day appeared from its latitude, and relative fitua-
tion with thefe two very Confpicuous moun-
tains, to be that part where Captain Cook fup-
pofed that Beering had anchored, and to which
he gave the name of Beering, fuppofing it to be

a bay,
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a bay, with an ifland covered with wood lying
off its fouthern point. But in this neighbour-
hood no fuch bay or ifland exifts, and Captain
Coook muft have been led into the miftake by
the great diftance at which he faw this coaft ; in
confequence of which he was prevented noticing
the extenfive border of low land that firetches
from the foot of the vaft range ‘of lofty moun-
tains, and forms the fea thore. The irregularity
of the bafe of thefe mountains, which retire in
fome places to a confiderable diftance, and efpe-
cially in the part now alluded to, would, on a
more remote view than we had taken, lead the
moft cautious obferver to confider the appears=
ances in the coaft, as indicating deep bays, or
openings likely to afford tolerable, and even good
tfhelter; and had it not been for the information
we had previouly received from Mr. Brown, who
had been clofe in with thefe thores, we thould
have ftill fuppofed, until thus far advanced, that
we had Beering’s bay in view, with the ifland
lying near its fouth-caftern point. This decep-
tion 1s occafioned by a ramification of thé moun-
tains firetching towards the ocean, and termi-
nating in a perpendicular clitf, as if at the fea.
fide ; having a muore elevated part of the low bor-
der, covered with wood, lying to the fouth-weft
of it; the former, at a diftance appears to form
the eaft pointof an extenfive bay, and the latter,

Aag ’ an
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an ifland lying off from it ; but both thefe are at
the diftance of fome miles from the fea fhore,
which from port Mulgrave to this ftation takes
a general diretion about S.65 E. and i1s chicfly
compofed of a very low tract of land, terminat-
ing in fandy beaches ; over which, from the matft
head, were feen confiderable pools, or lagoons of
water, communicating with the ocean by fhal-
Jow breaks in the beach ; acrofs all of which, the
fea broke with much violence. Where this low
country was not interfected by the inland waters,
it was tolerably well wooded ; but as we ad-
vanced to the eaftward, this border became lefs
extenfive, was more elevated, and much lefs co-
vered with wood, and for a few miles totally
deftitute of either wood or verdure ; and like that
part before noticed between point Riou and point
Manby, was compofed of naked rugged frag-
ments of rocks of various magnitudes, lying as it
were 1n the front of mount Fairweather, like
thofe on the thore before mount St. Elias.

The bafe of this lofty range of mountains now
gradually approached the fea fide; and to the
fouthward of cape Fairweather, it may be faid to
be walhed by the occan; the interruption in the
fummit of thefe very clevated mountains men-
tioned by Captain Cook, was likewife confpicu-
oufly evident to us as we failed along the coaft
this day, and looked like a plain compofed of a

folid
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folid mafs of ice or frozen fnow, inclining gra-
~ dually towards the low border ; which, from the
{moothnefs, uniformity, and clean appearance of
its furface, conveyed the idea of extenfive waters
having once exifted beyond the then limits of our
view, which had paffed over this deprefled part
of the mountains, until their progrefs had been
{topped by the feverity of the climate, and that
by the accumulation of fucceeding fnow, freezing
on this body of ice, a barrier had become tormed,
that had prevented fuch waters from flowing 1nto
the fea. This is not the only place where we
had noticed the like appcarances; fince pafling
the icy bay mentioned on the 28th of June, other
valleys had been feen ftrongly refembling this,
but none were {fo extenfive, nor was the furface
of any of them {o clean, moft of them appearing
to be very dirty. I do not however mean to af-
fert, that thefe inclined planes of ice muft have
been formed by the paffing of inland waters thus
into the ocean, as the elevation of tbem, which
muit be many hundred yards above the level of
the fea, and their having been doomed for ages
to perpetual froft, operate much againft this rea-
forung ; but one is naturally led, on contemplat-
ing any phienomenon out of the ordinary courfe
of nature, to form fome conjeture, and to ha-
zard {fome opinion as to its origin, which on the
prefent occafion is rather offercd tor the purpofe

Aa4 of
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of deferibing its appearance, than accounting for
the caufe of its exiftence. About {ix in theeven-
ing, we patled within about Lalf a league of cape
Fairweather, fituated according to our obferva-
tions in latitude 58° 504/, longitude 222° 20"
This cape cannot be confidered as a very confpi-
' ‘cuous promontory ; ‘it is moft diftinguifhable
‘when feen from the fouthward, as the land to
the weft of it retires a few miles back to the
north, and there forms a bend in the coaft, which
is the moft confpicuous point we noticed, eaft-
‘ward from cape Phipps. It is terminated by a
Jow bluff t‘cliﬁ‘, on a fandy beach; near which
are a few detached rocks. At eight in the even-
ing mount St. Elias bore by compafs N. 733 W.
and mount Fairweather N. 10 E.; the length of
time we had been in fight of thefe very remark-
able lotty mountains aftorded us many obferva-
tions for afcertaining their fituation ; whence the
‘tormer appeared to be in latitude 60° 22/, lon-
gitude 21¢° 21/, and 25 miles from the neareft
fea fhore; which is that of Icy bay; the latter in
latitude 58° 57/, longitude 222° 47/, and nine
miles from the {ea fhore.

The favorable breeze continuing with delight-
fully pleafant weather, and having the advantage
of day-light, nearly the whole of the twenty-four
hours, we were enabled to keep within five miles
of the coalt, which was now again well wooded,

and
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and from cape Fairweather took a dire&ion S.
43 E.; 1t 1s fteep and intire, with the exception
of one {mall opening, that had the appearance of
being likely to afford fhelter for thipping; but it
1s completely bounded at a little diftance by fteep
compact mountains, which are a continuation of
the fame undivided range ftretching to the caft-
ward. Until paft eleven at night mount St.
Elias was yet within our vifible horizon, appear—
iné like a lofty mountain, although at this time
it was at the diftance of one hundred and fifty
geographical miles; 1t was, however, foon ob-
{cured by a thick haze gathering on the coaft,
which, by four o’clock on Monday morning the
7th, became a low thick fog; above which, the
fummits of the nearer mountains were not only
vifible, but perfectly clear, whilft the fhores were
intirely hidden from our fight. This circum-

ftance obliged us to haul our wind, and to wait

for a more favorable opportunity to proceed in
our examination ; this by feven o’clock was again
refumed, direéting our courfe for a more confpi-
cuous high bluff promontory, which, as we fup-
pofed, proved to be the Weﬁ pomnt ot entrance
into Crofs found, named by me in honor of Lord
 Spencer, Care Spencer.  The wind being
faint, our progrefs was flow along the coaft,
compoftd of a fteep woody fhore, much indented
with coves or bays, of a hilly and uneven furface,

with
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with fome rocks and rocky iflets, fcattered about
it at the diftance of about a mile. The obferved
latitude at noon was 58° 14, longitude 223° 217
the wefternmoft part of the coaft then bearing
by compafs N. 47 W.; the outermoft of the
above rocky iflets N. 6 E. diftant two miles;
cape Spencer N. 59 E. off which lie fome rocks
that extend about half a league ; and the eaftern-
moft part of the coaft in fight, S. 85 E.

Shortly after noon, we were vilited by a few
of the inhabitants in a canoe, who, without much
hefitation, came alongfide, but none of them

“would venture on board, without a hoftage being
fent into their canoe as a fecurity for their fafe
return.  As thefe people were likely to become
our frequent vifitors, during the time we might
find occafion to remain 1n this neighbourhood,
their requeft was complied with; and on one
of our feamen going nto their canoe an Indian
came on board, to whom I gave fuch things as
were likely to be acceptable, and to encourefge
them in friendly offices.  This treatment feemed
to operate agreeably to my withes, for the Indian
remained on board fome time to all appearance
pertectly eafy and reconciled, until a breeze from
the 5. W. fprang up, and being favorable to our
proceeding into Crofs found, I defired our man
to come on board, and made figns to the Indian
that he fhould return into his canoe; but his

countrvmen
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countrymen feemed to be very defirous of detain-
ing their new companilon, making figns that they
withed to take him on fhore; and it was not
- until fome threatening figns were made ufe of,
mufkets prcduced, and preparations made for
hoifting out a boat, that he was permitted to
quit the canoe, into which the Indian on board
immediately returncd. ;

It is not eafy to determine on what were the in-
tentions of thefe people, whether they were friend-
ly, or whether otherways inclined ; but judging
from appearances, the former would feem to have
" been the cafe, as their behaviour was civil and or-
derly, and they were alfo very good humoured.
No fooner had our man got on hoard the fhip,
than he was prefcntéd with a fea otter 1kin, and
fome other trifles, by a perfon who appeared to be
the principal or chief of the party, and towhom I
made a very ample return. After this they de-
parted finging fongs, and we proceeded up Crofs
found, which is a very fpacious opening n the
coaft ; and as Captain Cook very correctly ob-
ferves, branches into feveral arms, the largeft ap-
pearing to take a northerly dire&ion. On the
{urface of the water in the found were a great
number of {mall, though hard pieces of loofe 1ce;
fome of which, at firft fight, occafioned confider-
able alarm, from their ftrong refemblance to {ea-
beaten rocks, juft level with the furface of the

water,
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water, which had the appearance of breaking
over them with great violence, and prefented the
navigating of this inlet as an extremely intricate
and difhcult tatk ; efpecially, as no bottom could
be reached with 80 and go fathoms of line, clofe
to thefe apparent dangers. A lhittle time, how-
ever, foon difcovered them to be nothing more
“than dark-coloured and dirty pieces of ice, which
left me without any apprehenfions for our fafety,
and I had afterwards every reafon to believe that
this found is free to navigate, and is not incom-
moded with either rocks or thoals, that are not
fufliciently confpicuous to be eafily avoided.
The fouth-welt wind was too faint to admit
of cur reaching a place of anchorage on either
thore, and as in the evening it was fucceeded by
a calm, accompanied by thick foggy weather,
we were obliged to fubmit during the nmight to
the mnfluence of the exifting tides or currents;
not being able to gain bottom with 140 fathoms
of line, until about eight in the morning of
Tucfday the 8th; when the roaring of the furf
on the rocks in an eaftern dire&tion, announced
we were faft approaching th/cm; and at that time
we gained {foundings at 40 fathoms : but as the
- mext caft decreafed the depth to 40 fathoms, we
mmmediately anchored on a bottom of fand and
mud. » ' '
Abcut ten o'cleck 1n the forencon the fog dif~

perfed,
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perfed, and we difcovered that our fituation was
on the eaftern fide of the found, nearly mid-way
between two rocks about a mile afunder, and
each lying about half a mile to the weftward of
two points of land, the one forming the north,
and the other the fouth point of a {fpacious har-
bour, without any vifible danger or obftruction
to our entering; and as it appeared to be an eli-
gible ftation for the veflels, whil{t the boats
thould be employed in the examination of this
fpacious inlet, Mr. Whidbey was fent to examine
and fix upon a convenient fituation.

About noon the Chatham arrived off the en-
trance of the found, on which Mr. Manby was
difpatched to condu&t her to our ftaticn. Mr.
Whidbey returned about three o’clock in the af-
ternoon, after having found a tolerably conve-
nient cove behind the land that forms the north-
ern point of the harbour, which is a fmall ifland.
This place being fufficient to anfwer all our im-
mediate purpofes, we loft no time in proceeding
thither, and juft as the anchor was up, the depth
of water fuddenly decreafed from 40 to 11 fa-
thoms. The channel was afterwards founded
but no danger was difcovercd, the fhalloweft
water being nine fathoms clofe to our former
fsundings of 11 fathoms, which was found to be
upon a {mall patch of rocky bottom, with 30 to

10
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40 fathoms all around it. We {oon reached the
cove, and moored in 14 fathoms water, {tiff
clayey bottom, within about a cable’s length of
the thorc; where, in the evening, the Chathum
moored hkewife.

In the courfe of the day we had been vifited
by fome of the natives 1n a very civil and friendly
manner ; they fold us a few fith, and fome indif-
ferent fea otter {kins, for our various articles of
traffic; but for the tkins they preferred old
clothes of any defcription, to cloth in the piece.

As the view we had hitherto obtained of Crofs
found had been very imperfe&, the next morn-
ng, VVcdnefday the gth, we rowed about the
found, inorder to determine on the beft mode of
carrying the examination of it into effe&®. Hav-
ing left nothing behind us unafcertained with-
out the found, it appeared to me very evident,
that only one boat party could be advantageoufly
employed, and that the furvey would be a very
irkfome and tedious tafk, in confequence of the
immenfe numbers of large pieces of ice that were
floating in the found in every dire@ion. To
guard as much as poffible againft accidents, I di-
rected that inftecad of two boats as heretofore,
three fhould be equipped for this fervice, with a
fortnight’s fupply of provifions, under the direc-
tions of Mr. Whidbey, who had my orders to go

back
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back to cape Spencer, as we had now traced the
continental boundary eaftward from Cook’s inlet
to that place; and there to commence and pro-
fecute its examination, fo long as their provifions
would hold out. On this fervice he accordingly
departed early on the morning of Thurfday the
1oth, accompanied by Mr. Menzies, in the pur-
fuit of botanical refearches. Thofe on board were
now fully employed in the various fervices the
veflels required : thefe principally confifted in
| caulking the decks and top fides of the Difco-
very, brewing fpruce beer, which here prdved
to be extremely good, and in repairing our fails
and rigging ; this latter had now become an ob-
je¢t of our moft ferious attention, and called forth
all our management and ingenuity, as we had
little rope left to replace thofe that were by this
time worn down to the very laft ftage of beng
ferviceable. )
- The plan of our operations thus arranged ; and
having received from Mr. Puget his journal and
chart of the coaft, eaftward from Prince Wil-
liam’s found; I fhall proceed in the following
chapter to flate fuch information as was procured
during the feparation of the veflels, in which it
“will appear that I have adopted the name of
Beering’s bay, inftead of that of Admiralty bay, {o
named by Mr. Dixon; this I have done from a
' conviction
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convi&ion of its being the place that Beering had
vifited, and in conformity with Captain Cook’s
intentions, that the bay in which Beering had
anchored fhould bear his name, and for the fol-
lowing reafons alfo.

On reference to the chart of Mr. Dixon, who
firft named that place Admiralty bay, another
fpacious bay is therein deferibed to the caftward
of it, having an ifland lying oft its fouth-eaft
point, and called Beering’s bay; this has evi-
dently been done in' conformity to Captain
Cook’s chart, for the diftance at which Mefirs.
Portlock and Dixon pafled the coaft, gave them
the fame fort of view of it, and precluded their
detecting the error into which Captain Cook had
fallen from fimilar circumftances. Captain Cook
alfo reprefents an extenfive bay to the weftward
of Beering’s bay, and hence the two charts ex-
adtly correfpond. I had confidered Mr. Dixon’s
to have been the firft European vedel that bad
ever entered that bay; but our late minute ex-
amination has thewn, that between cape Suck-
ling and cape Fairweather only one fuch bay
exifts ; and confequently it muft be that in which
Beering had anchored, and from whence at that
time he {fent Chitrow the mafter of the fleet to
reconnoitre the bay. ¢ Chitrow found between
“ forne 1flands a convenient anchoring place, fe-

€ cure
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¢ cure from all winds, but there was no occafion
“ to make ufe of it.”* Now fince port Mul-
grave is formed by iflands, and fince it is the
only place on the coaft between cape Hinchin-
brook and cape Fairweather, that affords ¢« a
‘ convenient anchoring placé {ecure from all
“ winds ;”’ and fince that fituation will be found
to correfpond with the latitude affigned to Beer-
ing’s anchorage, as ftated by Mr. Smyloff to Cap-
tain Cook at Oonalathka in O&ober 1788 ; it is
hardly probable that Beering could have anchored
any where elfe, or that Controller’s bay and Kaye's
ifland could have been' the places alluded to in
Muller’s account of Beering’s voyage, becaufe
that bay 1s rendered inacceflible by fhoals, and is
incapable of affording any fhelter to thipping.
This bay then, fince no other exifts within the
limits in queftion, muft be the fame which Cap-
tain Cook meant to diftinguith by the name of
Beering’s bay, in honor of its firft difcoverer ;l
although 1t 1s not found to be fituated in the
1dentical fpot on the coaft that Captain Cook at
that time did fuppofe, but further to the north
and weft. Had circumftances permitted Captain
Cook to have approached nearer to thefe thores
on paffing by them, there cannot remain a doubt
but that this miftake would not have taken place;

* Vide Muller’s account of Beering’s voyage.

Vor. V. - Bb : and
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and in all probability he would not have been fo
much at a lofs to have reconciled the accounts of
the Ruffian difcoveries on this part of America.
For thefe reafons the bay in our chart bears Beer-
ing’s name, but port Mulgrave, and other places
~in the bay noticed by Mr. Dixon, remain unal-
tered.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VIIL

Mr. Puget’s Narratrve of his Tranfactions and
Survey of the Coaft, between Prince William's
and Crofs Sounds; during the Chatham’s Sepa~
ration from the Difcovery.

HE Chatham ‘on the 12th of June got

clear of Prince William’s found, and her

courfe ‘was dire¢ted rovnd cape Hinchinbrook
along the eaftern fide of that ifland, at the dif-
tance of about a league from its fhores; thefe
were fomewhat irregularly indented with fmall
bays, taking a dire¢tion N. 53 E. about feventeen
‘miles to point Bentinck. About two miles to
the fouth of that point, commences the fhoal
noticed by Mr. Johnftone, as extending acrofs to-
the oppofite continental fhore of the paffage, that
he attempted to pafs. This fhoal, not only
formed a barrier to that paflage, but ftretched in
an eaftwardly diretion along the exterior conti-
- nental fhore, at the diftance of about five miles,
without having either break or opening in it. -
M. Puget proceeded along this fhoal at the dif-
tance of about two mules from the breakers, the
depth from feven to nine fathoms; and having
' Bb2 now
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now ~dvanced about ten or eleven miles from
point Bentinck, the fhoal, which was chiefly
compofed of a dry barren fand, though in fome
places prouucmg a little verdure, took a more
foutherly turn, and increafed its diftance from
the high land, which extended in a more north-
erly line: that of the fhoal was about S. 41 E.,
along which,. Mr. Puget fteered at the diftance
of about a league ; the -depth of water varying
from 41 to nine fathoms.” By nine in the even-
ing, he had advanced feven or elght leagues along
the fhoal, when the favorable breeze being fuc-
ceeded by light bafling winds, and thick hazy
~ weather, he was obliged to haul off under an eafy
fail, with intention of renewing the examination
the next morning. This fhoal was obferved to
dhoot out into ridges of high fand, firetching
from three to fix or feven miles from the main

luird, which in fome places is compofed of a low
{hore, in others of fccep'abrupt cliffs’; the whole
apparently was well wooded, and in two places
it had the appearance of having fmall inlets at
_ the'back ot the fhoal; but the clofe connected
range of lofty ffiow: mountains;: runnmg nearly
parallel to the coaft at no great dxﬁance;& plainly
theywed the limits of  their extent, befide, which
there was nofjchannel through “the fhoal, by
wlich they could have been approached. 5 To-
wards iiuiight, the wind and weather became

more
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more unfettled, and at latt produced a ftrong

gale from the eaftward; this induced Mr. "‘Pugetl
to ftand to the fouthward, left it fhould have

proved the forerunnér' of one.of thofe very un-

plé'afant cafterly ftorms ‘we fo frequently con--
tended with, and which had fo much retarded

the progrefs. of our refearches in thefe- regions ;

but in the forenoon of the 13th, the wind be-
came. fteady, and the weather being tolerably
well fettled, the Chatham again ftood to the

nortnward, and by four in the afternoon was
again in fight of the continent; prefenting a low
thore, which by compafs bore from N. W. to

N. E. In about an hour foundings were had at
the depth of twenty fathoms, and fhortly after
- the fhoal was again feen extending along the
coaft, of which the Chatham was within about

/fwo ‘miles at feven o’clock, and being at this

time in fix fathoms water the tacked. The fhoal

here formed one conneted barrier along the

coaft, extending by compafs from N. 66 E. to S.

76 W, as far as could be difcerned in either point

of view ; and as the veffel was now, not more

than two or three leagues to the fouth-eaftward

of the place from whence fhe had hauled off the

preceding evening, there could not be the lcaft

doubt of this being a continuation of the fame

thoal bank. '

. The weather being fair, afforded a good op-

Bbsa portunity
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portunity of feeing the adjacent fhores. At the
time Mr. Puget tacked, the ifland lying to the
north-weft of Kaye’s ifland, which he named
WineuaM IsLanp, bore by compafs from N,
87 E. to N. 81 E. two rocky iflets lying off the
north-weft point of Controller’s bay, which after
Sir Henry Martin, I called Point MaRTIN, and
1s fituated in latitude 60° 13%, longitude 215°36;
bore, the one N. 59 E., the other N. 52 E., and
a {mall apparent opening in the main land, N.3E.
The fhzal in this point of view, appeared to
unite with point Martin, and to admit of a paf-
fage between them and Kaye'’s ifland towards
cape Suckling. To afcertain this faét Mr. Puget
ftood towards Kaye’s ifland, purpofing to pafs
between it and Wingham ifland; but as the wind
then blew freth from the N. E. he plied during
the night, and the next morning tacked within
about a league of point Martin, bearing by com-
pafs N. 10 W., having the cliffy iflets between
the veflel and that point, with a continudtion of
the fhoal, which had now been traced from
Hinchinbrook ifland to this ftation; where the
depth of water was ten fathoms yet its termi-
nation could not be difcerned, as it was feen ex-
tending towards the fouth-eaft, completely pre-
venting any communication with the thore, and
rendering the expected paffage to cape Suckling
avery doubtful matter.  In order to gain fome

information
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information on this head, Mr. Le Mecfurier, one
of the mud(hipmen, was fent in the cutter to ex-
amine, whilft the Chatham ftood over to Kaye's
ifland in queft of anchorage, and of a paffage be-
tween it and Wingham ifland ; the latter in a
north and fouth direCtion is about a league long,
and about a mile broad, forming with the north-
weft point of Kaye'sifland a paflage apparently
navigable about a league in width, with regular
foundings from 20 to 6 fathoms, until its caftern
extent was reached ; when the depth fuddenly
decreafed to 3 and 2% fathoms. This circum-
ftance compelled Mr. Puget to defift from pro-
ceeding until he thould be better acquainted with
the paflage ; and on difpatching a boat for that
purpofe, the depth from- ifland to ifland was
found not to exceed from two to three fathoms.
In confequence of this report, Mr. Puget waited
for the return of the cutter near the north-weft
part of Kaye's ifland 1in feven fathoms water, its
thores bearing by compafs from S. 14 W. to N.
38 E.; Wingham ifland from N. 15 E. to N.17
W.; the wefternmoft part of the main land in
fight, N. 47 W. and the neareft thore, being a
fteep green point on Kaye's ifland, 5. 11 W. one

mile diftant. |
Towards midnight Mr. Le Mefurier returned,
and reported that he firft proceeded round the
north and eaft fides of Wingham ifland, where,
Bb4 clofe
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clofe to itsfhores, he found from 15 to 10 fa-
thoms water, in a narrow channel formed by a
continuation of the above fhoals, at the diftance
of about half a mile to the north and eaft of
Wingham ifland, from whence he ftgered for the
northern fide of Kaye's ifland, with three to five
fathoms water ; at no great diftance to the north
of his courfe, was the edge of the thoal, mnter-
fperfed with dry fand banks appearing to unite
with the main land, which at a confiderable dif-
tance rofe to lofty mountains, and formed the
boundary of Controller’s bay. From the north-
. eaft point of Kaye’s 1fland he proceeded to two
fmell iflets, that lie in an caftern direétion from
it, towards cape Suckling. Not far from thefe
depth of water was from 4 to 4% fathoms. He
then proceeded about two miles in a northerly
direction, having from three to fix Tathoms water
near the edge of the thoal, which now appeared
to continue to cape Suckling; this was the ex-
tent of his refearches eaftward, from whence he
returned by the paflage between Wingham ifland
and Kaye's ifland, with fourdings from four to
fix fathoms, until he reached the fhallow part
that had ftopned the progrefs of the Chatham,
over which was not found more than from two
to three fathoms. So far as Mr. Le Mefurier
had gone, thcre kad not appeared any impedi-
ment Lo"t_h.c Chatham’s making a paffage be-

I ' ~ tween



1704.] ROUND THE WORLD, 377
tween thefe iflands and cape Suckling, which
would not only greatly expedite her progrefs
along the coaft, but it might prove to- future
vifitors a defirable circumftance to be informed
that fuch a paflage was navigable, in cafe of their
being caught 1n a fouth-caft gale, between Kay's
ifland and cape Suckling, in which cafe they
might be enabled to elude thofe {torms and their
attendant dangers.

‘With this intent the Chatham proceeded the
nex morning (15th June) round the north fide
of Wingham ifland, that being the fafeft chan-
nel, and keeping clofe to its fhoreshad 15 and 17
fathoms water; but on the wind failing, the
flood tide drifted her to the eaftward, and on to
the fhoal : a fmall anchor was immediately car-
ried out, and at eleven the floated off, and came
to an anchor in 13 fathoms water, near the caft
ide of Wingham ifland, without having received
the leaft injury by this accident. It was now
nearly high water, and a favorable brecze pre-
vailed from the weftward; but as 1t was not
confldered prudent to venture through fo intri-
cate a channel,‘ and of which {o little knowledge
liad been obtained, on a falling tide; Mr. Puget
determined to remain at anchor until near low
water, and in the interim to difpatch Mr. Le
Mefurier again, for the purpofe of acquiring fome
further information relative to this paflage. At

five
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five m the evening, the Chatham was again
under 12il with a light wefterly wind, but on its
being fucceeded by a calm, the vetlcl was by the
influence of the tide again fat upon the thoal; a
- light breeze of wind from the north very oppor-
tunely fpringing up, the fails foon backed her off,
and fhe again anchored near Wingham ifland in
mine fathoms water, about a fourth of a mile from
its eaftern fhore.

Mr. Le Mefurier did not return before mid-
night, having from the before mentioned rocky
iflets followed a fmall intricate channel leading
into the ocean, where the depth of water had
gradually increafed from "4 to 16 fathoms. In
this channel he had found a very heavy fwell
from the fouthward, and that the bottom was a
bed of rocks. He alfo afcertained that the thoal,
over which the fca broke with great violence,
centinued quile to cape Suckling.

The principal object having been thus accom-
plithed by the tracing of the continental boun-
dary to cape Suckling, and by finding that the
fea coaft from Hinchinbrook ifland to that cape,
1s rendered inacceffible by a conneéted thoal bank
of fand,.' extending feveral miles from the main
iand? and particularly from Controller’s bay, the
whole of which it cccuptes to the diftance of fix
leazues from. the fhore or elevated land; Mr.
Puget did not confider the delay that would moft

probably
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probably attend his navigating this channel, con-
fiftent with the important obje& ftill in view,
which would fully employ the remainder of the
feafon. For this reafon he gave up his intention
of pafling by this channel to cape Suckling, and
in the morning cf the 17th, though not without
fome difficulty, owing to the want of wind, and
the irregular fet of the tide; he pafled round to
the weft fide of Wingham ifland, and with a light
north-eafterly breeze, direéted his courfe for
cape Hamond, with gloomy and unfettled wea-
ther. :
On quitting this ftation Mr. Puget remarks,
that ac¢cording to the 1nformation he bad obtain-
ed from the Spaniards, the channel through
which the cutter had pafled, and found navigable
for fhipping, was ftated to be totally clofed, and
impaflable even for boats; but in Mr. Dixon’s
delincation of the coaft, the thoal extends to the
fouth-weft part of Kaye'sifland, including Wing-
ham ifland, feveral miles within it. Over a
large portion of the fpace thus allotted to this
fhoal the Chatham paflcd, without being able to
yeach bottom with 70 fathoms of line. Such an
error in this publication 1s hard to account for,
and may have a bad tendency; as the mifrepre-
fertation in this inftance would neceflarily have
the effeé of deterring ftrangers from feeking the
excellent thelter which thefe iflands afford againit
the
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the fouth-caft winds, which are the moft prevail-
ing ftorms, and are moft to be dreaded. Wing-
ham ifland Mr. Puget reprefents as forming on
its caft fide a tolerably well fheltered roadftead
even age‘ti‘n{’c the eaftwardly winds, where good-
anchorage will be found to the fouthward of
the firlt {fmall beach from its north point, at a
commodious diftance from the thore ; here the
“north-eaft point of Kaye's ifland bore by compafs
eaft, and cape Suckling, N. 76 E.; this .is the
only {pace open to the ocean, and even this’is in-
tercepted by the rocky iflets, bearing N. 83 E,,
and the intermediate fhoal, Which'vc()mp}etely
p;revents any very heavy fea from rifing in that
direction ; good anchorage will alfo be found on
the north and weft fides of this ifland. The
place where the Chatliam anchored off Kaye's
ifland, 1s alfo well protected from the moft pre-
vailing winds. Repeated trials were made to
take fome fith with hooks and lines, but to no
efett ; fome refrethments were However procur-
ed, as the weftern fide of Wingham ifland af-
forded a fupply of upwards of fixty dozen of eggs,
which proved excellent, although taken from the.
nefts of fea-fowl; confifting chiefly of two forts
ot gulls, fea parrots, thags, and curlews ; no ducks
were here {een, and only two geefe were obfcty-
ed. The eggs were taken from fteep, rugged,
rocky cliffs, conftituting in many places the

fhores
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{hores of this ifland, which is modefatcly elevat-
ed, well wooded, and has on 1ts eaftern fide two
fmall ftreams of frefh water. It did not appear
to be much the refort of the natives; but near
the north-eaft point of Kaye's ifland, Mr. Le Me-
furier found a village that had been recently de-
ferted. He defcribes the north {ide of that ifland
asa low tract of land well wooded, and that its
fhores are indented in fmall bays or coves: be-
hmd Controller’s bay, and the fhoal coaft that
lies to the north-weft of it, extended a continua-
tion of the fame lofty frozen mountains that had
bounded the northern branches of Prince Wil-
liam’s found, and what had been noticed as ap-
pearing like two {mall openings, were, from the
hills of Wingham ifland, feen to be intirely
clofed. Whilit the Chatham was at anchor
off it, the variation was obferved to be 27°, the
fatitude of its north point 60° 5%/, its longitude
215° 46,

This is the fubftance of the information de-
rived by the examination of that part of the
coaft comprehended between cape Hinchinbrock
and cape Suckling ; and as the furvey of the con-
tinental fhore eaﬁward to Beering’s bay, was
carricd on by the Chatham, at a much greater
" diftance from the land, than had been the cafe in
the Difcovery, and from which nothing 1illuftra-
tive of our refearches could be obtained, T fhall

pafs
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pafs on to the tranfactions of the brig after her
arrival in Beering's bay.

On the evening of the 25th of June, the Chat-
ham arrived off point Manby; the water was
found to be much difcoloured at the diftance of
four miles from the thore, where bottorn could
not be geined with the hand line, nor were any
tiplings, or ather indications of thallow water,
or hidden dangers noticed. The fame appear-
ances had been obferved by us on board the Dif-.
covery in feveral inftances, to the eaftward of
cape Suckling, which I concluded were occa-
fioned by the vaft quantity of freth water pro-
duced by the diffolving ice and fnow on the fides
of the mountains at this feafon of the year; this
draining through the low border of land becomes
mmpregnated with the foil, and being fpecifically
lighter than the fea water on which it floats,
produces the effeéts noticed by Mr. Puget. At
this time a favorable wefterly breeze and fair
weather prevailed, with which, as the veflel was
pafling along the north-weft fthores of Beering’s
bay about eight in the evening, the réport of a
gun was heard from the land ; this was foon ac-
counted for by the appearance of five Kodiak In-
dians in two {kin canoes, who repaired on board
the Chatham, and acquainted Mr. Pugét that
there was a party of nine Rufficns cn thore, from
whom they brought a letter add\rcﬂ'cd in Englith

to
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to the commander of either the Difcovery or
Chatham. This letter dated the 13th of Juame,
was from Mr. Shields the Englith fhip-builder
before mentioned, in the fervice of the Ruffians
at Blying found.

Mz, Shields had been informed, that cur vellels
had met with feveral accidents, and that I much
withed to find a convenient fituation for laying
the Difcovery on fhore; this fervice he ftated
could no where be better performed thanin Bly-
ing found, and offered in the frankeft and hand-
{fomeft manner, to afford us cvery afliftence in
the power of himfelf or his people, that the fieres
of the company could furnifh. Mr. Shiclds re-
gretted very much that he had not kriown the
Difcovery was in his néighbonrhoéd until after
our departure. e remarks in bis letter that he
had not written four Englifh words 1n the courfe
of the preceding four ycars,v yet his letter did
great credit not only to his abilities and under-
ftanding, but to the goodnefs of his heart ; which
manifefted in the higheft degree, thofe ever liv-
ing inherent principles of attachment to theiw
native country, government, and laws, which the
generality of mankind, however far removed, arc
found to poflefs. Whether fuch gf:ncm-us NG
tions are more to be afcribed to the Britith, than
to any other nation, I will not pretend to deter-
mine ; but that they exifted in their fulleft exient

nof



384 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [svr,

not only in the mind of Mr. Shields, but in the
minds of four other Englithmen who were with
him, was unqueftionably evident, as thefe alfo
by the fame conveyance {fent notes, requefting
in the moft earneft and ferious manner to be in-
formed as to the health and welfare of his Ma-
jefty, and the profperity of old Eﬁgland, from
whence they bhad all been abfent fome years, at
nearly the remoteft habitable extent of the globe,
cut off from all conneftion with their country,
families, and friends.

On my perufing this letter I concurred w1t’1
Mr. Puget in lamenting our not having been fo
fortunate as to meet Mr. Shields, as his letter in-
dicated him to be an intelligent perfon, from
whom 1n all probability fome valuable informa-
tion might have been procured.

Mr. Puget fent an invitation to the Ruffians
by the Indians, and purfued his courfe along the
fhore, which from point Manby took a dire&ion
firft N. 85 E., two leagues, and then N. 63 E.,
eight miles further ; here the land falling back
formed a fmall bay, with a low ifland about two
miles long to the N. N. E. of 1it, from whence,
the coaft extended more caﬁerly towards an open-
ing formed by two bluff points, lying nearly caft
and welt of cach other hulf a league afunder ; the

eafternmoft of thefe points named by Mr. Puget
POI\ T LaTovcnes, isfituated in latitude 59° 517,
longitude
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longitude 220° 44%,; the thores were com-
pofed of a continuation of the low border, ex-
tending from-the foot of the mountains to the
fea fide, thc’f were ncarly flvaight and compa&,
and were bounded by ice o1 .rozen fnow, which
alfo greatly abou‘nd-ed i the above opening,
which obtained the name of DigceEs’s Sounbp.
~In the morning of the 27th the wind being un-
fav?éfd}alc to the veflel's proceeding in its exami-
nafion,” a boat was difpatéhed for that purpofe,
and ﬁiortly after her departure a number of ca-
noes made their appearance to the fouthward,
which occafioned fome little concern, as the in-
habitants of the bay are reputed to be a treache-
rous, ‘unfriendly,- and barbarous tribe. Thefe ap-
prehenfions were however foon done away by a
vifit from Mr. Puget’s old Ruffian acquaintance
Portoff, who informed him, that the canoes
which had occafioned his anxiety belonged to
him, and were then fithing for his Englith friends.
This was foon confirmed by their carrying on
board a plentiful fupply of halibut, which proved
to be extremely good, and was very acceptable.
Thefc canoes contained a numerous party of the
Kodiak, and Cook’s inlet Indians; many of them
were old acquaintances, but not & fingle native
inhabitant of the bay was in the party. From
Portoff was underftood, that he had quitted
Cook’s inlet about a month or five weeks before,

Vor. V. Cc ‘ with



386 A YOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [suLy,

with feven hundred fkin canoes, carrying about
fourteen hundred Kodiak and Cook’s inlet Indians,
with nine Ruffians, all under his directions, on:
an expedition to procure fca otter and other furs;
and that the whole party were now aflembled
tois bay. Their route had been clofe along the
coaft, and in a fhallow bay about eight leagues
to the eaftward of cape Suckling, (mentioned by
me carly In the morning of the 27th of June)
they ftopped at a fmall river which empties itfelf
into that bay, and 1s called by them Rica, ma{o,
unala.  Its entrance 1s obftructed by a bar, on
which with cafterly winds the fea breaks with
great violence, and in the fineft weather is only
navigable for boats; but within the bar the depth
increafes for a little diftance, and then it firetches
towards the mountains; from this river thcy'had
gone to another a few leagues further to the eaft-
ward, (probably the fame opening noticed by me
at noon on the 27th of June) this was obftru&ed
by a fimilar bar, and a lefs depth of water withir
it, and 1s called by them Riko bolfhe wnala. Here
Portoff had met between fitty and fixty of the na-
tive Indians, who treacheroufly murdered one of
the Ruflians whilfk afleep at a little diftance from
the main body; on difcovering which a fkirmifh
had enfued, in which fix of the native Indians
were killed, and their chief taken prifoner; after
this they quitted their {tation, and ftopped at

another
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another fmall rivulet on the eaftern fide of Iey
bay, from whence the whole party had come
hither about fourteen days before the arrival of
the Chatham. In addition to this information,
Portoff faid, that a very dangerous rocky fhoal,
about fifteen miles in length, lies by compafs in
adirection S. by W., 63 miles from a place called
by them Leda unala. This Mr. Puget conceived
to be near the point that I had called point Riou.
Portoff himfelf had been on this thoal, taking fea
otters, and ftated that the firft difcovery of it was
owing to a Ruffian galiot having had the misfor=
tunc fome years before to be wrecked upon 1t i; :
two of the crew were drowned, but the reft ef-
caped 1n their boats.  Since that period an an-
nual vifit had been made to it for the purpofe of
killing fea otters, which are there met with ; and
as it generally proves advantageous, Portoff meant
to ftop there on his return.

From the- Spaniards,alfo I afterwards became
acquainted, that a very dangerous rock exifted
in this neighbourhood, the fitvation of which
they had taken great pains to afcertain, and had
found it to lic S. 41 E. from cape Suckling, at
the diftance of 26 leagues, and which was called
by them Roca Pamplona; when this was deli-
neated on our charts it appeared to lie in a di-
re&tion S. 77 E., diftant cight miles from the
rocky thoal defcribed by Portoff; hence it may

Cc2 be
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be inferred, that Portoff and the Spaniards in-
tend the fame fhoal, though it is not ftated by
the latter to be fo extenfive as by the former.

It is without doubt dangeroufly fituated for
the navigation of this coaft, and it may pofiibly
have proved fatal to Mr. Mcares’s confort, Mr.
Tipping, who with his veflel was never heard of
after leaving Prince William’s found in 1786.

The Ruffians, it feems, in navigating this coaft
make but little ufe of the compafs, even i fteer-
ing for the above thoal ; on fuch occafions they
depart from fomc particular point on the coaft,
fhape a courfe by the land, and never fail to hit
upon fome part of the thoal ; and hence arifes the
probability of its being extenfive, as has been al-
ready mentioned.

Portoff alfo ftated, that in the north-weft part
of Controller’s bay, a river like Riko malo unala,
emptied itfelf over thofe thoals. This I had like-
wife underftood to be the cafe from Mr. Smyloff,
but I left that circumftance to be decided by the
Chatham.

The weather in the forenoon fell calm with
thowers of rain, attended with a rolling {well
from the S. W.; at noon, point Latouche bore
by compafs N. 34 W., a league and a half dif-
tant ; the neareft thore N. 45 E., two miles dif-
tant; and an opening in a low fhore, which
commenced about a league from point Latouche,

taking
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taking a dire&ion S. 14 E. bore by compafs S.
78 E. Shortly after noon the boat that had been
fent to explore Digges’s found returned, and Mr.
Puget became informed, that it was clofed from
fide to fide by a firm and compa& body of ice,
beyond which at the back of the ice a {fmall inlet
appeared to extend N. 55 E. about aleague. The
depth of water at the entrance of the opening is
great, and on its north-eaft fide is a bay which
afforded good anchorage, but had a moft dreary
afpect from its vicinity to the ice ; notwithftand-
mg which, vegetation was in an advanced ftate
of forwardnefs.

From the time of the Chatham’s arrival off
point Manby to this ftation, the foundings were
at firft from 60 to 40 fathoms, and then 35 to
20, 13 and 30 fathoms. Digges’s found was the
only place in the bay that prefented the leaft
profpeét of any interior navigation, and this was
neceffarily very limited, by the clofe conneéted
range of lofty fnowy mountains that firetched
along the coaft at no great diftance from the fea
fidle. Mr. Puget’s attention was next direéted
to the opening in the low land, but as the wind was
variable and adverfe to the progrefs of the veflel,
a boat was again difpatched to continue the in-
veftigation of thefe fhores, which are compa&t
from point Latouche, and were then free from
ice. This opening was found to be formed by

Cc3 ‘ an
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an ifland about two miles long, in a direétion S.
50 E. and N. 50 W. and about a mile broad,
lying at the diftance of about half a mile from
the main land. Oppofite to the fouth part of
this, named by Mr. Puget KN16uT's IsLAND,
1s Eleanor’s cove, which is the eaftern extremity
of Beering's bay, in latitude 59° 44/, longitude
220° 51’.  Knight’s ifland admits of a navigable
paflage all round 1t, but there are fome rocks
that lie about half a mile from its weft point,
and there is an iflet fituated between it and the
main land on its north-eaft fide. From Elea-
nor’s cove the coaft takes a direion S. 30 W.
about fix miles to the caft point of a channel
leading to the fouth-weft, between the conti-
nent and fome iflands that lie off it; this was
confidered to lead along the fhores of the main
land to point Mulgrave ; and in the event of its
proving navigable, the examination of the bay
would have been complete, and the veflel brought
to cur appointed place of meeting, which was
now fuppofed to be at no very great diftance.
At this time about fifty canoes of Portoft’s party
were about the boat, the Indians in which car-
ried on an advantageous commerce in purchafing
white fhirts, ftockings, cravats, and other parts of
the officers’ apparel, (which comforts were rea

dily parted with) for fuch things as were deemed
curiofities, confifting of bows, arrows, darts,

fpcars,
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{pears, fifh-gigs, whale-gut fhirts, and {pecimens
of their very neat and curious needle-work ; ar-
ticles with which thefe people, though at fo great
a diftance from home, were well provided, in ex-
peQation of finding a profitable market before
they returned. In all thewr dealings they rhani-—
fefted great keennefs, and feemed to know very
well what they were about; yet they dealt with
the {trieft honefty, and with the moft implicit
confidence of being fairly treated.

During this intercourfe, two of the native in-
habitants of the bay paid the Chatham a vifit ;
and after the ufual ceremontous fong was ended,
they repaired on board without the leaft hefita-
tion. A few préfents of iron, looking-glafles,
and other trinkets, feemed to have the effe@ of
making them feel perfectly ealy and at home;
not a moveable ef¢aped attention, but underwent
a moft minute examination.

In the evqn—ing, thé Kofliak and Cook’s inlet
pafty, having finifhed their commercial bufinefs
very fatisfactorily, Portoff, after d: ﬁ:nbutmg afew
pinches of {nuff to fome, and flling the boxes of
.others, formed them into three divifions, and
difpatched them all in queft of fca-otters: on
this fervice they departed with the greateft cheer-
fulnefs, whilft Portoff remained on board the
Chatham, wherc he was foor joined by the reft

Cc4 of
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of his countrymen and the other {gquadron of their
Indian party.

In the morning of the 28th the Chatham en-
tered the channel before mentioned (a boat
having been fent forward to carry on the exami-
nation of the continental fhore); here the depth
of water was thirty fathoms. After having ad-
vanced a fhort diftance, the channel was found
to unite with a paflage that took a winding
courfe through the iflands to the weftward, and
was incommoded with many rocks and huge
ftones, {imilar to thofe noticed in Cook’s inlct.

The channel leading along the continent was
found on examination to be not more than fifty
yards wide, though nearly at high water; for a
fmall fpace the depth was only fiftecen feet, but
it quickly increafed to ten fathoms. This nar-
row fhallow part was carefully examined as it
was paffed over; the depth_foon increafed to
feventeen fathoms, when port Mulgrave was
feen; point Turner bearing S. 33 W. The
number of native vifitors now amounted to ten,
who feemed on the moft friendly terms with the
Kodiak party; one of the former by figns and
words, ufed-all his eloquence to point out the
impofiibility of the veflel's paffing through this
narrow paffage, and that ultimately the would
return by the fame way the was going ; 1 this,

however,.
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however, he was miftaken, for by keeping in
mid-channel the depth was no where found to
be lefs than three fathoms.  This paflage 1s about
600 yards long, lyng from the'entrance of the
channel S. 60 W. two miles, 1 which fpace the
continental thore forms a {mall bay, and to the
fouthward of the narrow part it takes a more
foutherly direction; along 1t are fome iflets and
rocks, und the weftern {ide of the channel is
much broken. About a leaguc from the narrow
part the depth continued to be from 17 to 12
fatlioms, until a thoal was reached that lies acrofs
the paflage; with this Mr. Johnflone had been
acquainted on a former vifit, and he now cnter-
tained hopes of finding a fufficient depth for the
Chatham to pafs over it, for which ‘purpofc a
boat was difpatched to fearch for its deepeft part.
The boat had fcarcely put off when the depth
of water {uddenly decreafed to five fathoms, and
the veflel inftantly grounded. The cutter which
vas in fhore amongit the iflands was immedi-
ately recalled, and attempts were made to heave
the Chatham off, but it being then falling tide,
they proved ineffetual ; and as it was near the
top of the {prings, a bower anchor was carried
out, and a ftrong purchafe prepared, leit the
vellel fhould be pinchccf in floating the next tide.

The native Indians here made their appearance
;;gain, and brought with them a fupply of excel-

lent
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lent falmon ; they feemed to exult in the cor-
re&nefs of their mmformation, and perfifted that
no paflage for the veflel would be gained by that
route to port Mulgrave. Mr. Pugct, however,
conceiving that they had now proceeded too far
to abandon this défign without making further
attempts, determined to give it another trial.

It was low water about eight in the evening,
the tide not having fallen more than {ix feet per-
pendicularly fince the vetlel had grounded. At
this time the boats were founding for the deepeft
water, when the tide flowed fo much fafter than
was expected, that before eleven o’clock the vef-
fel floated, and the was hove off into 13 fathoms
water, without having received the leaft apparent
damage. Here the Chatham remained during
the night, which was dark and gloomy, attended
with rain and a frefh eafterly gale of wind. The
¢bb tide on the morning of the 2¢th fell five feet
lower than it had done on the preceding even-
ing; this afforded a perfe@ view of the furround-
ing fhoals, which were in moft places dry, with
two large rocks. Between thefe the Chatham
had grounded, and had fthe been fteered a few
yards only to the right or left, it is moft probable
the would have refted on one of them, which
would have endangered her overfetting.  About
the conclufion of the ¢bb a boat was fent to ex-
amme two places on the bar that were not dry,

one
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one of thefe, though narrow, was found to be
fufficiently deep and free from danger, provided
its line of direction was marked with buoys; this
was immediately done, and at half flood the
Chatham paffed through it, having not lefs than
threc fathoms water, which {foon after deepened
o fifteen fathoms. As the fhoals were approached -
that are laid down by Mr. Dixon to the nortk-
eaft of point Turner, which 1s a low narrow ftrip
of land forming the fouth-eaft pomnt of the ifland
that prote&s port Mulgrave from the occan, the
depth egain decreafed to four and three fathoms
and a half; but by paffing to the weftward of
the moft fouthern of thefe fhoals, a good channel
was found, through which the veflel pafled, and
about noon anchored in port Mulgrave, 1n twelve
fathoms water, tough clayey bottom; point
Turner bearing by compafs 5. 32 E. ; the above
thoals, S. 65 to S. 80 E.; mount St. Elias, N.
69 W.; the neareft fhore fouth, three cables
length; and the fhoals about the ﬁme diftance.
Thus, by perfevering, Mr. Puget made his
way through a channel, which, though he found
practicable, he does not recommend to be fol-
lowed; efpecially as the com munlcation between
port Mulgrave and the ocean is eafy and com-
modious, by the paflage to the {fouth _and weft-
ward of point Turner. .
The continental fhore from thefe narrows hav

n
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ing been partly examined by the boat, fhe was
again fent to finith the furvey of it to cape Phipps,
the caftern point of Beering’s bay. In the even-
ing the returned, having accomplithed this fer-
vice; by which it appeared, that from the nar-
rows the continental fhore takes a courfe S. 28
W. for about a Icague, and 1s indented with fmal}
bays or coves, and that there are many iflets ly-
ing near the land. Ata little diftance from a
point, lying from point Turner N. 86 E. about
a leaguc diftant, the main land takes firft a fouth-
erly, then a wefterly and north-weft direction;
forming a rounding bay about four miles acrofs
to cape Phipps; which, according to our obfer-
vations is fituated 1 latitude 5¢° 337, longitude
220° 2¢/, point Turner lying from it S. 77 E.
diftant two miles. About the fame diftance
within cape Phipps is a fmall opening in the low
land accelfible only for boats, near which was
tound an Indian village, that had the appearance
of having been very recently deferted ; not one
of its former inhabitants was to be feen, except-
ing about fifty dogs that were making a moft
dreadful howhing.  This circumftance gave rife
to an opinion, that the arrival of Portoff’s party
in this neighbourhood had induced the native
Indians to quit their habitations, and retire to
the woods, or further aloag the coaft to the eaft-
ward; and Mir. Puget thinks that this idea was

fupported
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- fupported by the defcription that Portoff firft
gave of thefe people, as being a treacherous,
cruel tribe, by whom his numerous party were
kept in a ftate ’of conftant anxiety for their ge-
neral fafety. It alfo led to a fuppofition, that at
fome earlier period the Ruffians had made ufe of
harfh and coercive meafures to bring the inhabi-
tants of this bay to a friendly intercourfe; this,
however, had been pofitively denied by Portoff,
who aflerted, that no tkirmith whatever had hi-
therto taken place between thefe people and their
modern Ruffian vifitors; though according to his
own ftatement, he had at that time met with
only thirty of the natives, notwithftanding that
Mr. Dixon, in the year 1787, computes their
number to be feventy ; and Mr. Johnftone, who
vifited this bay in the year following, is of opinion
that they amounted at that time to one hundred
and fifty of both fexes, and all ages.  This appa-
rent difference may however be owing to the
wandering life which the North Weft Americans
are found to lead, particularly in the fummer
feafon, for the purpofc of procuring a fupply of
fith, and other articles of food, for their main-
tenance during the winter; and as it was after-
wards proved that thefe fhores were not fo thinly
inhabited as had been imagined, the ftatement
made by Portoff is likely to be correct.
Portoff was not at this time on board the
’ Chatham,
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Chatham, and Mr. Puget was a little furprized
at receiving a meflage from him by one of the
Ruffians, inquiring it a gold watch-chain, and
feals, were miffing from the veflel, as the captive
Indian chief, who Lac been permitted to fleep in
the cabin the night Portoff remained on board,
had produced thefe valuables, and had alledged
that he had received them as a prefent from Mr.
Puget, who, until that inftant, was unconfcious
of his lofs. On the meflenger being made ac-
quainted with the theft, he replied, that Portoft
would deliver them up the next morning, which
on the 30th he accordingly performed. On this
occafion Portoff exprefled great indignation at
the robbery, and confidered himf{clf as being very
fortunate that he had been able to obtain the
chain and feals uninjured, and to have an oppor-
tunity of reftoring them whilft he had the power
of fo doing. Portoff embraced this occafion to
inform Mr. Puget, that on the evening of the
28th, whilft he and his whole party were on one
of the {fmall iflands in por: Mulgrave, they were
furprized by a vifit of chout fifty of the natives;
and notwithftanding.the fuperior numbers of lijs
party, he had {o little confidence in the courage
of the Kodiak and Cook’s inlet Indians, that he
was cxtremely anxious to be quit of fuch dan-
gerous vifitors, and had determined on returning
.to the Kodiak as foon as the Chatham thould

leave



1704.] ROUND THE WORLD. 390
leave the bay; in the mean time he purpofed to
remove his whole fquadron from its then ftation
to point Turner. For this purpofe he departed,
and on the morning of the 1ft of July, he return-
ed with his numerous little fleet, and pitched his
encampment on that point.

In the evening the Chatham was in readinefs
for fea agreeably to my dire@ions; but as the
weather during the day had been pleafant with
a fine wefterly breeze, Mr. Puget wasin conftant
expectation of feeing the Difcovery, and deemed
it moft prudent to remain ftationary until the
next morning, rather than rifk a longer fepara-
tion by proceeding to fea. His conjeGures of
the Difcovery being nigh at hand were 1n a great
meafure confirmed late in the evemng and Mr.
Manby was difpatched as before related. The
next morning however brought no tidings to the
Chatham either of Mr. Manby or the veflel;
but as it had been previoufly fettled, that Mr.
Manby’s not returning fhould denote the arrival
of the Difcovery, Mr. Puget concluded fhe was
coming into port Mulgrave, and remained at an-
chor in that expectation.

_ In the afterncon Mr. Puget vifited the Ruifan
encampment on. point Turner, and found the
whole party comfortably fituated. Portoff had
an excellent fmall tent made of Ruffian fai] cloth,
which feemed to be appropnaLed to his {ole ufe;

am'i
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and as a depofit for their fire arms, ammunition,
and other articles of value; near which, an In-
dian hut was ereéted for the refidence of the
other Ruffians; the captive chief and his fannly,
and the reft of the party, were fo fituated, that
no furprize could be wecll apprehended; their
fpears, formed at the point like a {pontoon, were
placed near each havbitatio‘n, in readinefs to act
on the defenfive; and their daggers and other
weapons were equally well difpofed. Their tem-
porary habitations were cach formed by two ca-
noes placed edgeways, about four feet afunder,
and their paddles conftituted a kind of roof, over
which were laid thick fkins of land animals,
which effeGually prote@ed them from the incle-
mency of the weather; and formed, though a
fmall and low, yet a comfortable refting place;
the bottom being firft covered by a mat, ftrewed
over with clean dry grafs. Many fea otters that
were juft brought on fhore by {fome of the Ko-
diak Indians, gave Mr. Puget an opportunity of
fceing their manner of " preparing thofe fkins,
which differed materially from that practifed by
the other inhabitants of the coaft, in whofe pof-
feffion we have found that Ipecies of fur. Thefe
people drew the {kin over the body of the animal,
without making any incifion either in the back
or the belly, and in that ftate the ikins were
hung up to dry ; but whether they underwent

any
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any other procefs prior to their being fent to
 market was not underftood. The flefh of thefe
‘animals 1s efteemed to be a very great dainty;
and whil{t fome were employed in fkinning, the
furrounding company were bufily engaged, with
their knives, in fcraping the blubberor fat from
the carcafe, and in that raw flate eating 1t with
the greateft relith. The reft of the animal was
boiled, with the wild vegetables procured in great
abundance, in and about the woods, and afforded
the party an excellent repaft. The bones of the
fea otter, with thofe of all other amphibious ani-
mals, are preferved with the greateft care by
thefe Indians, but for what purpofe Mr. Puget
was unable to learn. Thofe of the party who
were not thus engaged, feemed to be induftrioufly
employed in making fuch articles of curiofity as
found the mott ready market amongft their Eng-
Iith friends.

In the evening the canoes that had been fent
with Mr. Manby returned without him, and as
they brought neither letter nor meflage, it ferved
to confirm Mr. Puget in his former opinion, that
the Difcovery was coming into port; efpecially
as the wind and weather were extremely unfet-
tled, and confequently very unfavorable to the
examination of the coaft to the eaftward. The
arrival of a large party of native Indians the next
morning, on the fouthern fhore of the main land

Vor. V, Dd oppofite
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oppofite to point Turner, threw the whole Ruf-
fian encampment into a ftatc of confufion,; and
caufed every preparation to be made for alting
on the defenfive; in the mean time the captive-
chicf was difpatched in a Kodiak canoe, for the
purpofe of ufing his endeavours to bring about a
friendly intercourfe, and to eftablifth a good under-
ftanding. On this occafion feveral meflages paf-
{2d, but no interview took place between the two
parties during the day,which was very unpleafant,
the wind being very boifterous from the eaftward.
Early in the morning of the 4th, a large wooden
canoe, with twelve of thefe ftrangers, vifited the-
Ruffian encampment, and were welcomed to the
fhore by a fong from the Kodiak Indians; this
compliment being rcturned in the fame way, a
conference took place; in which the native chief
exerted his utmoft eloquence to point out the ex-~
tent of their territories, and the injuftice of the
Ruffians in killing and taking away their fea otters,
without making them the fmalleft recompence.
After thefe grievances had been enumerated with
great energetic force, the chief fent a {ea otter kin
to Portoff, and on his accepting this prefent, a
loud thout was given by both parties: this was fol-
lowed by a fong, which concluded thefe introduc-
tery ceremonies.  The vifitors now landed, and
were condudled to the encampment, where the
triendly reception they met with, induced the

chief
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chief to difpatch his canoe, with fuch information
to the reft of his tribe, that they foon repaired to -
point Turner; and after fimilar ceremonies of
fongs and dancing, thefe likewife landed, amount-
ing to about fifty, in whofe pofleflion were fix
cxcellent mufkets, kept in the higheft order, and
each had a large iron dagger that hung from his
neck 1n readinefs for immediate fervice.

But as no confidence could be placed in their
profeflions of friendfhip, fo large a party excited
in Portoft the moft ferious apprehenfions for the
fafety of his people, efpccially as the native In-

“dians tock up their abode in the vicinity of his
encampment ; and although at that time 1t con-
tained nearly nine hundred, whilf the number
of the natives did not amount to more than {fc-
venty perfons, among{t whom were fome women
and boys, yet he greatly dreaded an attack; being
confcious that the major part of his people would
be unequal to refift the impetuqﬁty of {o daring
and defperate an adverfary, l |

Mr. Puget relieved Portoft of his diftreffing
folicitude by the ftrongeft aflurances, that {o long
as the Chatham remained in his neighbourhood,
he might, in the event of an attack, depend on
every affiftance in his power to afford, as alfo n
the cxertion of his beft endeavours to gain thefs
ftrangers more over to the intereft of the Ruffian
party. Thefe offers were received by Portoff

Dd2 v with
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with marks of the moft lively gratitude, as he
had confidered his {ituation as being cxtremely
critical, but was now, from Mr. Puget’s aflur-
ances of proteion, madc perfectly cafy; and for
the purpofe of preferving the good underftanding
that appeared to have taken place, he diftributed
amongft his vifitors fome large and {mall blue
beads, with theet copper, and bracelets made of
that metal. This meafure appeared to have its
defired effe@, as the chief and bis party feemed
to be well pleafed, and foon after they all retired
from the encampment, apparently well fatisfied
with their reception. The trivial articles given
by Portoff, were the only fpecies of merchandize
the Ruflians had with thcm; even thefe, had
been brought in very fmall quantities; and it
would appear that they were very inadequate to
the purchafe of furs from the tribes or nations,
in the more fouth-eaftern parts of this coaft; but
a commercial intercourfe with the native inha-
bitants of North Welt America to the caftward
from Prince William’s found did not appear to
be an object of the Ruffian purfuit.

Late in the evening, Portoff acquainted Mr.
Puget, that the Difcovery was coming round the
pomt; a gun was immediately fired, and Mr.
Juhnftone -difpatched in the cutter; but the
veficl under fail foen appeared like a galliot,
and was fuppofed to be a Ruffian, until the re-

turn
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turn of Mr. Johnftone about four in the morn-
ing, who had found the veflel to be the Jackall,
which anchored near point Turner. Here Mr.
Johnftone learned, that the had parted from the
Difcovery the preceding afternoon, and that fthe
had after that time been driven fome leagues to
the eaftward.

As Mr. Puget did not reccive by this veflel any
letter or meflage, he fhll fuppofed that I thould
return to port Mulgrave, to wait a more favor-
able opportunity for profecuting the furvey of the
coaft. 'The weather flill continued 1n the fame
unfecttled ftate until the evening, when the clear-
ing of the weftern fky ftrongly indicated a fa-
vorable change. In the morning of the 5th the
whole party of native Indians quitted port Mul-
grave, and left the. Ruffians in quiet pofieffion of
point Turner. Before their departure, their
number had gradually increaled to an hundred
and upwards. The feveral chiefs had occafion-
ally vifited Mr. Puget, who made them all pre-
fents of fuch articles as were by them confidered
valuable, and were well accepted. Mr. Puget
mentions alfo, that after an amicable intercourfe
had been eftablithed between the two parties, they
entertained each other with fongs and dances,
according to the different cuftoms of each parti-
cular tribe.

A fine breeze having fprung up about noon

Dds from
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from the N. V. the Chatham quitted port Mul-
grave.  Here Mr. Puget ftates, that they were
enabled to procure fome tolerable refrefhments;
the fhores produced an abundance of very good
wild celery, which had been daily boiled with
portable foup in their peas, and had been eaten
alfo as fallad ; but to the bounty of their Ruffian
friend Portoft, they had been more confiderably
indebted, for a conftant and ample fupply of fifh,
chiefly halibut, with fome few cod and falmon.
Thefe were all he had to beftow, but he furnifth-
ed them in fo handfome and {fo difinterefted a
manner, as plainly indicated, that he poflefled a
mind and difpofition, not only capable of great
alls of generofity, but highly intitled to a more
refpectable poft in civil fociety, than the lot of
his fortune fecemed to admit. His behaviour
from his firft vifit, had been marked by a fteady,
uniform line of condu®, that manifefted a juft
fenfe of thofe obligations, which although de-
manded by the rights of hofpitality, are, when
fo very pleafantly conferred, deferving the higheft
commendations and acknowledgments; befide
which, Mr. Puget had little in his power to offer.
Somec few trivial articles were however moft
thankfully accepted by Portoff, who took charge
of fome books likely to be ferviceable as a prefent
for Mr. Shields, to whom, and likewife to Mr.
Berrenoff, the conduéor of the Company’s af-

fairs
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fairs at the Kodiak, Mr. Puget wrote in fuch
terms of the condu& of this honeft failor, as he
had moft richly deferved.

- Mr. Puget concludes the account of his tranf-
actions at this place by noticing, that in failing
into port Mulgrave it is neceflary to give a good
birth to point Phipps, in order to avoid a {mall
reef that ftretches from it into the fea. From
the inner or north point of this cape, point Tur-
ner lies S. 83 E. diftant two miles and three
quarters ; this point is bold, and muft be kept
clofe on board, for the purpofe of avoiding the
thoals that lie at a little diftance to the eaftward
of it ; between thefe thoals and the point, good
anchorage 1s found in 8 to 14 fathoms, clear good
holding ground ; the variation by the Chatham’s
compafs was 26° eaftwardly ; the rife and fall of
the tide perpendicularly was-about nine feet, and
it was high water 30’ after the moon had paffed
the meridian.

The dangers 1n Beering’s bay, particularly be-
tween point Manby and the iflands forming port
Mulgrave, are confidered to be numerous, fince
feveral rocks were feen, juft fhewing their heads
above water; but Mr. Puget had not leifure to
undertake a minute examination of thefe latent
dangers, or of the iflands juft mentioned forming
the port, which, by its fouth-eaftern entrance, 1s
frce from any danger or interruption, and affords

Dd4 ample
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anﬁplc fpace to turn in, between the main land
and the ifland.

Here the Chatham was employed in reaching
the ocean with a wefterly wind until fix 1n the
cvenihg, when her courfe was direéted for Crofs
found. On approaching cape Spencer, a dozen
of the natives in one canoe vifited the brig, all of .
whom exprefled the fame want of confidence
that had been exhibited to us, and not one of
them would venture on board, without a hoftage
being fent into the canoe. As this ceremony
had not been before obferved by any of our North
Welt American vifitors, it was not at -firft com-
~ prehended, but on the demand being underftood,
Mr. Puget ordered one of his people into the
canoe; upon which the chicf immediately re-
paired on board, and a large/fupply of halibut
was foon purchafed with iron. Whilft this traffic
was going on, and the hoftage remained in the
canoe, the chief fccmcd,perfeé’dy fatisfied, and
reconciled to his fituation ; but the inftant the
man was defired to come from out of the canoe
on board, the chief returned. This exceffive faf-
picion aud diftruft, which had béen by no means
the general chara&er of the North Weft Ameri-
cans, 1s not eafily to be accounted tor; unlefs it
be fuppofed, which is too much to be apprehend-
cd, that fome of their civilized vifitors had given

them caufe for adopting this precaution.

- Mr.
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Mr. Puget and the gentlemen on board the
Chatham had been equally deceived with our-
felves by the appearance of the ice, and had
tacked to avoid approaching too near {ome pieces
which they had fuppofed to be rocks; but after
difcovering the miftake they foon joined us, as
already mentioned, without noticing either rocks,
fhoals, or ether interruption in failing up the
found, excepting the ice before mentioned.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER IX.

Tranfactions in Crofs Sound—Proceed to Sea— Ac-
count of a Boat Excurfion—Defcription of Port
Althorp and Crofs Sound—Afironomical and
nautical Obfervations.

LTHOUGH the weather during the night,
A and morning of Thurfday the 1oth, had
been very rainy, yet it did not prevent our being
vifited by the natives in feven or ecight canoes,
containing men, women, and children; who,
trom this early vifit, we had great reafon to fup-
pofc had their refidence at no great diftance. It
appearcd that they had taken up a temporary
abode on one of the two fmall branches in this
cove, for the purpofe it fhould feem, of being
our ncar neighbours. Thelr numbers were after-
wards {o augmented that we had frequently near
an hundred about the veflels, who, notwith-
ftanding the weather was foggy, rainy, and very
uipleafant, furnithed us with a tolerable fupply
of halibut and falmon ; the latter was of a very
inferior fort, and poflefled little or no tafte; in
addition to thefe eflentials, they difpofed of a
fcw indifferent fea otter {kins: in this traflic

' they
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they dealt very honeftly, and in the other parts
of their conduét they feemed to thew an open,
cheerful, and lively difpofition; yet no one was
inclined to truft himfelf in our power on board,
although on fhore they were affable and familiar.

Since our arrival on the coaft this feafon, the
ftate of my health had been too indifferent to
allow of my taking any fhare in the feveral dif-
tant boat excurfions; but as it feemed to be highly
probable, from the extremely broken appearance
of this extenfive opening in the coaft, that Mr.
Whidbey might be led to a great diftance, in
land, by purfuing the continental {hore, and by
that means be precluded from examining the va-
rious iflands that appear to lic before it, and to
form the external boundaries of this found; and
confidering myfelf now fufficiently recruited to
be equal to that tatk, early 1n the morning of
the 14th 1 fat out for that purpofe, but by noon
I was obliged to return, in confequence of being
feized with a moft violent indifpofition, which
tév‘minated in a bilious cholic, that confined me
for feveral dqys to my apartments.

During my abfence a fail had been dcfcned in
tLe offing, which had been fuppofcd to.be the
vJackall and on my return a boat was fent to af-
ford her every affiftance in our power. At three
the next morning, Tuefday the 15th, the boat
returned from the veflel, which was found to be

‘ a bng
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a brig namcd the Arthur, commanded by a Mr.
Barber, belonging to Bengal, but laft from port
Jackfon. At noon the anchored in this port, off
the ifland forming its weftern fide, to the fouth
of the ftation we had taken. The Indians were
as ufual about our veflels, bufily employed in
commercial dealings; but on the arrival of this
veflel, I thought it proper to prohibit the pur-
chafe of furs, by any of our people.

The fame very unpleafant weather continued
with little variation ; the wind blowing a ftrong
gale from the eaftward. On Friday the 18th, in
the afternoon, our amicable intercourfe with the
inhabitants of the country was in fome meafure
interrupted, by one of them having been detected
in the act of ftealing fome of the lower part of
the rudder chains. Some mufkets had been fired
to induce thofe in the canoe to return their prize
to no effe@ ; the launch was therefore fent in
purfuit of the canoe, and juft as the Indians were
about to land the canoe overfet, by which acci-
dent the ftolen goods were loft, with fuch other -
valuables as they had collected during the day;
and the party, confifting of two women and a
man, were made prifoners, and with their ca-
noc, brought on board. TFhe three delinquents
were ordered into irons; but they had not been
long 1o circumftanced, before I received a very
bumble petition from the two ladies, who om

promifing
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'p.romiﬁng they would not again be found o of-
fending were liberated. The man remained in
confinement until the morning of Saturday the
19th, when I underftood that fome fimilar a&s
had been committed on board the Chatham ;
this information induced me to confider, that
making an example of the thief in our poffeﬁibn,
might be attended with the defirable effe@ of
preventing further mifdemeanors; and for this
reafon he was punithed with four dozen lathes,
after which his canoe was returned to him, and
he with his ladies were difmifled. .

On this corretion being inflicted, the reft of the
canoes quitted the cove, and no one came near
us until Tuefday the 22d, when one only came
alongfide. On the Indian meeting a friendly re-
ception, his neighbours were .induced to follow
his example, and our former intercourfe was per-
fe&tly re-cftablifhed. Among the number who
now vifited us, was one of the women who had
been overfet in the canoe, and who in that fcuffle
had hurt the feparated part of the lower lip; but
on receiving the neceffary furgical affiftance for
healing the wound, for which purpofe fhe came
regularly on board every morning, it was foon
perfetly healed. |

The Arthur failed on Wednefday the 23d,
and on the Saturday following, the 26th, the
Jackal arrived, and anchored ncar-us; on this

occafion
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the former reftriGions as to the purchafe of furs
were again enforced.

Mr. Brown ftated, that he had quitted port
Mulgrave the morning after the Chatham had
failed, and had left Portoff and his party at point
Furner; but on his meceting with a hard ‘gak:
from the eaftward, he was obliged to return thi-
ther, with the lofs of fome fpars, and with ma-
terial damage to his fails,  The Ruffian party he
found ftll at their encampment, but underftood:
that fix of the Kodiak Indians had been captured
by the native inhabitants.  Portoft requefted Mr.
Brown wounld afford him fome affiftance to re-
gain his peopic; for which purpofe, with a nu-
merous flect of canoes, and one of the Jackall's
boats, Portoff direéted his courfe up the bay, and
foon met with the hoftile Indians, who, after a
Iongdﬁbuﬁkn1dehvmtdlqiﬁveofthdrprﬁbnem,
and mn return reccived five of their comrades, be-
g part of a number which in retaliation the
Raffans had captured, but the remainder of the
party amounting to twelve men and women,
werc detained by Portoff, until the other Kodiak
Indian fhould be reftored. - Mr. Brown's fecond
- vifit to port Mulgrave was of thort*duration, and
Portoff with his numerous feet quitted it a few
hours before his departure.

- We were now in hourly expedation of the
party’s return under the command of Mr. Whid-

bey,
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bey, for the comfort and even fafety of whom,
it was not poflible for us to avoid having the
moft anxious folicitude, as the weather that had
generally prevailed fince our arrival in this place,
had been of an extremely unpleafant nature. In
the afternoon, however, we were very agreeably
relieved from our anxiety for their welfare, by
their returning all in good health and {pirits ; after
having traverfed the continental thore fo. far as
to be within about 20 leagues of cape Decifion,
from whence a clear channel had been feen into
the ocean. To this ftation a good inland navi-
gation had been found, exceptmg that in an eaf-
terly direcion from the anchorage of the veflels
at the diftance of about 10 leagues, the paflage
though {ufficiently fpacious, was at that time
greatly incommoded, and, in fome places, nearly
“clofed by large fragments of floating ice. This
inconvenience having already occafioned us much
annoyahce, and moments of the moft anxious
concern, I did not choofe to combat again-fuch
difficulties, efpecially as by purfuing our route
by the ocean, it would afford us an éppoftunity A
of delineating the exterior coaft; and as Mr.. .
Johnftone had accomplithed. the {ervice which
want of health had prevented my effe&mv I di-
re@ed every thing'to be taken from the thore,
and the veflels prepared for failing the next morn-
ing ; but it was not until the afternoon of Mon-‘
S day

.
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day the 28th that the wind permitted us to morve,
when, with a light air from the north, and with
the affiftance of all our boats, we were enabled
to get out of the port, which I have named Port
Artuore. We had no fooner arrived in the
found than the breeze died away, and the flood
tide obliged us to anchor until one o’clock. At
this time a brecze again {prang up, but being
from the S. W., we were employed until mid-
night in turning out of the found. We ftood to
and fro off cape Crofs to wait the return of day,
in order to carry on the examination of the ex-
ternal coaft fouthward towards cape Deacifion,
which was now difcovered to be either the coaft
of a leng ifland, or an archipelago extending to
the latitude of 506° 157, and probably further
fouth. Near its fouth-eaftern extremity, I in-
tended to take the firft convenient fituation that
might offer for the veflels, whilft the boats were
employed in completing the furvey of the fmall
portion of the continental fhore that now re-
mained for our examination.

Previoufly however, to my proceeding in this
part of my journal, T fhall ftate the fervices per-
tormed by Mr. Whidbey during his late excur-
fion, which according to the dire@ions he re-
ceived commenced on the forenoon of the 10th
from cape Spencer, with very thick foggy un-
pleafant weather; this inconvenience, in addi-

tion
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tion to the immenfe numbers of huge pieces of
floating ice, very much retarded his progrefs
~acrofs the found. Having at length effected this
object, the continental thore from the cape above-
mentioned was found to take nearly a north di-
rection for about three leagues to a low pebbly
point; N. N. W. from which, five miles further,
a fmall brook flowed into the found, and on its
northern fide {tood the ruins of a deferted Indian
village. To reach this ftation, the party had ad-
. vanced up an arm about fix miles wide at its en-
trance, but which had decreafed to about half
that width, and their further progrefs was now
ftopped by an immenfe body of compaét perpen-
- dicular ice, extending from fhore to fhore, and
connected with a range of lofty mountains that
formed the head of the arm, and as it were, gave
fupport to this body of ice on each fide. Their
courfe was now dire@ed acrofs the arm, and on
its caftern fide, compelled by the inclemency of
' the weather, the party ftopped until it {fhould
prove .more favorable to their purpofe. Thefe
fhores are compofed of a border of low land,
which on high tides is overflown, and becomes
broken into iflands. Here were erefled two pil-
- lars fixteen feet high, and four feet in circumfe-
rence, painted white; on the top of cach was
placed a large fquare box; on cxamining one cf
them it was found to contain many afhes, and

Vor. V. Ee: pieces
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pieces of burnt bones, which were confidered to
be human ; thefe relics were carefully wrapped
up in fkins, and old mats, and at the bafe of the
pillars was placed an old canoe in which were
fome paddles.

The weather in the night was dark with con-
ftant rain, and on the following morning it im-
proved but little; yet as it permitted the party
to fee from point to point, Mr. Whidbey profe-
cuted his refearches, and found the thores of the
icy barrier taking a dire&tion S. 53 E. four Icagues
and an half, to a point, which I have called
Porxt WinerLEDON, lying from cape Spencer
N.53E., diftant cleven miles. In pafling this
fpace, they were obliged to make their way
through a great quantity of floating ice, and be-
tween three fmall rocky iflands lying at a little
diftance from the main land, which oppofite to
thefe iflands terminates in fteep, rugged, rccky
cliffs.  This point forms the north-weft point of
entrance into an extenfive branch of the found
extending to the caftward; its oppofite point of
entrance, which I named Pornt LAviNia, is
the north-eaft point of port Althorp, and lies
from it S. 12 E., at the diftance of fix miles. Be-.
tween thele points is a group confifting of one
low, and tivo high rocky iflands, with fome rocks
and iflets about them ; from hence the thore toolk
a circular direction to the . N. E. for about a

leagne,
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league, and formed the weftern entrance of a
fmaller branch about two miles wide, extending
to the north and north-weftward ; at the entrance
of which, in mid-channel Was‘only found 18 fa-
thoms water; a circumftance we had been little -
accuftomed to meet with in our examinationof the
feveral branches of this very extraordinary coun-
try; asinalmoft every other inftance their depth
had been far greater than we had been provided
to reach. Up this opening the party advanced
nearly in a north-weft direétion about two leagues,
where their further progrefs was nearly ftopped
by fhoals, rdcky tflets, and rocks, cxtending
acrofs the branch, which decreafed to about a
mile in width, and for the {pace of about two
miles, was occupied by thefe iflets and rocks:
beyond them on the weftern fhore was a {mall -
ﬂlallow opening, that appeared to communicate
with one of a fimilar defcription, and which had
been noticed int the other arm a few miles below
the icy barrier, but was too fhallow to be ap-
proached by the boats. About four miles from
hence in a northerly dire@ion this branch finally
clofed, being in moft places greatly encumbered
with ice. On the return of the boats, they were
much incommoded by the fhoals that extend
from the north-eaft fide of the arm, to within
half a mile of its fouth-weft fide. About its en-

. trance the foundings were regular, of a mode-
Eez2 rate
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rate depth, and afforded good and fccure ancho-
rage; but at this feafon veflels would be much
inconvenienced, by the immenfe quantities of
floating ice ; this impediment, in addition to the -
weather being again very foggy, ftopped the pro-
grefs of thcir refearches early in the afternoon,
and obliged them to retire about a league within
the entrance on the eaftern thore. About ten of
the natives in two canoes had been met with,
who had conduéed themfelves ina very civil and
friendly manner. Toward the evening and in
the night, the 1ce accumulated fo. much as to
threaten deftruéion to the boats, which under the
circumftances of their fituation, could not without
mconvenience and delay be hauled on fhore : the
utmoft vigilance of the party became requifite to
prevent their being damaged, which was happily
effected, though with the lofs of a grapnel, as the
Chatham’s cutter had by the ice been unavoid-
ably forced adrift. This, though an important
lofs, (none of the boats having a fpare grapnel)
was foon compenfated by the ingenuity of Mr.
Lie Mefurier, who had the command of the cut-
ter, and who immediately conftrued one of
wood, that anfwered the purpofc of an iron one
extremely well, during the reft of the excurfion.
The morning of the 12th, though unpleafant,
was rather more favorable to their purfuit, which
was ftill greatly impcded by the ice.  From the
catt
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«eaft point of this branch, which I have called
Poixt Duxpss, fituated in latitude 58° 21/,
longitude 224° 17, the coaft takes an irregular
E.N. E. dire@ion about feven miles to a point,
from whence this branch of the found appeared
‘to be very extenfive in an E. S. E, point of view,
-and was upwards of three lcagues"facrofs. The
party proceeded from point Dundas to this fta-
tion, through a channel frem two to three miles
in width, between the continental fhore, and an
ifland about feven miles long and three miles
broad, lying ina N. E. and S. W. direé&tion. This
{pacious inlet prefented to our party an arduous
tafk, ‘as the fpace between the fhores on the nor-
thern -and {outhern fides feemed to be intirely
occupied by one compat theet'of ice as far as
the eye could diftinguith. Whilft the boats re-
mained at this pointithey were vifited by the na-
tives in {everal canoes, that had come out from
a {mall fhallow brook a little to the weftward of
the point. Excepting a few indifferent fea otter
Akins, thefe people brought with them no articles
for traffic. 'To the north and eaft of this point,
the fhores of the continent form two large open
bays, which, were terminated by compact folid
‘mountains of ice, rifing perpendicularly from the
water’s edge, and bounded to the north by a
continuation of the united lofty frozen mountains
that cxtend eaftward from mount Fairweather.

Ees ' In
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In thefe bays alfo were great quantities of broken
ice, which having been put in motion by the
{pringing up of a northerly wind, was drifted to
the fouthward, and forcing the boats from the
northern fhore, obliged them to take thelter round
the north-eaft point of the above ifland. This
made Mr. Whidbey apprehenfive, that the il
apparent conneéted body of ice from fide to fide,
would at length oblige him to abandon his re-
fearches by this route, unlefs he fhould find it
pofiible to force a paﬁ’a.gc through this formidable
obftru&ion. ,

In attempting this, the party fucceeded far be-
youd their expeéations, for they gainéd an open
navigation, and by four in the afternoon arrived
at alow and nearly round ifland about two leagues
in circuit, lying from the former ifland N. 83 E.,
diftant three leagues. This ifland is moderately
elevated, its fhores pleafant and eafy of accefs,
and well ftocked with timber, moftly of the pine
tribe. It prefented a much more inviting ap-
pearance than they had been accuftomed to be-
hold, and the wind and weather being more fa-
vorable than for fome time paft, they continued

“along the continental fhore, paffing within fome
iflets that lie about a league to the eaftward of
the round ifland, until nine in the evening, when
it became calm, and the party refted for the
night at the entrance of a brook, in a bay on the

northern
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northern or continental thore, which from the
round ifland lies S. 82 E., diftant ten miles. Here
n the morning of the 13th they were vifited by
Aifteen Indians, men, women, and children, who
conducted -themfelves in the. moft civil and af-
fable manner, and took. much pains to explain,
-that they had recently been engaged in a war:with
the mhabitants of the fouthern fide of the branch,
in which they had been beaten, and pointed to
-a deferted village, where thofe of their comrades
.who had fallen had been buried: Thefe people
appeared to be a part of a very poor tribe, and
had fcarcely any thing to difpofe of; for which
reafon. Mr. Whidbey made them prefents of fome
few trivial articles, ‘which were very thankfully
-received, and then he refumed his examination,
and found the continent from the laft mentioned
-open bay-.compact, and taking a courfe fome-
_ What‘ irregularly, S. 50 E.. feven leagues, to a
point, which'I called after the feat of my ancef-
tors, Poinr CouveERDEN, where the obferved
latitude was 58° 12/, longitude 225° 7. At the
diftance of two miles'to the north-weft of this
point, the party pafled a {mall cove with an
ifland lying before it, and half a Ieague fouth of
the point, a high barren rocky 1flet.
The branch that had been thus navigated, was
here about five or fix miles wide, and at this fta-
tion was united with a very extenfive arm, takiog

Eea4 as.
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2S.S. E.and N. N. W. dire&ion. The latter.
becoming the firft object of attention, the boats
proceeded to the northward,' along the weftern
cor continental fhore, which in this neighbour-
‘hood conftituted a narrow border of low "land,
well wooded and with ftately trees, moftly of the
pine tribe, behind which ftill extended a conti-
nuation of the lofty fnowy mountains. About
two miles to the north of point Couverden were
pafied one {mall ifland and three rocky iflets;
one of which lies nearly in mid-channel, and
having advanced about four or five leagues up
~this arm, the oppofite thore that had appeared to
be compa& now feemed to be broken. The pro-
grefs of the party in this purfuit was greatly re-
tarded by a frefh northerly wind, and a conf’cant;
ftream fetting againft them, fo that it was noon
on the 14th before they reached a point lying
‘N. 10 W. from point Couverden; where Mr.
Whidbey obferved the latitude to be 58° 357,
From this point the eaftern thore of the arm ftll
prefented the fame broken appearance; but that
along which they had pafled was firm and com-
pact, indented with a few coves, and fome iflets
and rocks lying near it. Both fides of this arm
were bounded by lofty ftupendous mountains,
covered with perpetual ice and fhow, whilft the
thores 1n this neighbourhood appeared to be
compofed cf cliffs of very fine flate, interfperfed

with
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with beaches of excellent paving ftone. This
point forms a proje¢ting promontory, about 2
league long, in a northerly dire&ion, from which
the continental fhore @till continued in the above .
line about nine miles, where, near a {mall brook,
the party refted for the mght. Moft of the pre-
-ceding day had been foggy and rainy, the latter
increafcd greatly during the night, and detained
them until nme in the forencon of the 15th;
when, having a gentle breeze in their favor, they
proceeded along a ftraight and compact fhore,
and by noon recached a fmall iflet, where the ob-
{ch'ed latitude was 58° 5.4/, longitude 224° 477,
This iflet is about two miles from the weltern
fhore of the main channel, which {till continues
to be five miles wide. Another iflet lies to the
north, between it, and the fouth point of an
ifland about five miles long and a mile broad,u
lying along the weftern thore, and formmg a
channel that is about a mile wide, having at 1its
fouthern entrance fhoals that extend nearly from
fide to fide. Up this channel the boats paffed,
and found the continental fhore now take a di-
re@ion N. 22 W. nine miles from the above iflet,
to a point where the arm narrowed to two miles
acrofs ; from whence it extended ten miles fur-
ther in a direction N. 30 W. where its navigable
extent terminated 1n latitude 59° 127, longitude
294" 237, This ftation was rcached in the morn-

1 o
ng
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ing of the 10th, after paffing fome 1iflets and fome
rocks, nearly in mid-channel.  Above the north-
crnmoft of thefe (which lies four miles below the
thoal, that extends acrofs the upper part of the
arm, there about a mile in width) the,water was
found to be perfectly freth. Along the edge of
this thoal the boats paffed from fide to fide in fix
tcet water, and beyond it, the head of the arm
extended about half aleague, where a {fmall open-
ing in the land was feen, about the fourth of a
mile wide, leading to the north-weftward, from
whenee a rapid ftream of freth water ruthed over
the fhoal ; but this, te all appearance, was bound-
ed at no great diftance by a continuation of
the fame lofty ridge of fnowy mountains o re-
peatedly mentioned, as ftretching caftwardly
from mount Fairweather, and which, in every
point of view they had hitherto been feen, ap-
peared to be a firm and clofe-conneéted range of
ftupendous mountains, for ever doomed to fup-
port a burthen of undiffolving ice and fnow. It
was here remarked, that notwithftanding the
quantity of freth water which flowed into this
arm trom the brook juft mentioned, the fhores
were perfedlly free from fnow or ice, although
they were three-fourths of a degree to the north
of thofe parts that had undergone the examina-
tion of the party in the carly part of their prefent
expedition, where they had been much annoved

by
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by ice, and it became another inftance of the local
exiftence of thefe fubftances. :
It may reafonably be prefumed that this Pfream
1s alone indebted for its exiftence to the diffolu-
tion of the fnow and ice in its vicinity at this
feafon of the year; as it feemed to be too incon-
ﬁderé.ble, and the adjacent mountains appeared
te be too compadl, to admit of its deriving its
fource from any other caufe.
Up this brook, the Indian party, which had
now accumulated to upwards of an hundred,
gave our gentlemen to underftand, that eight
chiefs of great confequence refided, and they fo-
licited the party, with much earneftnefs, that
they would remain in that neighbourhood fome
days, to give the chiefs an opportunity of paying
them a vifit. Inquiries were made for the chief
‘of the tribe then prefent, but no one of the In-
dians aflumed that character. Their behaviour
was péaceable, civil, and friendly; but our party
having a more 1mportant object to purfue than
that of receiving new vifitors, declined the pro-
pofed civility, and returned down the arm, aleng
the eaftern thore, which was low, indented into
fmall bays and coves, and appeared to be a border
that extended from the bafe of the mountains
that lie behind it, and which took a direction S.
40 E., 4% leagues to a point that obtained the
“name of PoinT Sepuctiox, in confeguence of
‘ the
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the artful chara&er of the Indians who are faid
to refide in its neighbourhood.

From this point hes a range of fmall iflands
about four milesin a fouth dire&ion. The fouth-
ernmoit is a flat barren rock, but on the others,
trees were produced. From hence the oppofite
fhore forming the eaftern fide of the arm was
about twe miles diftant, and at this peint a branch
of it extended N. 18 W. about eleven miles; and
fhewed that what had been taken for a low border
upiting with the mountains, was a narrow ftrip
of land from one to twe miles acrofs. ‘This branch
after winding in a wefterly direction about three
miles further, terminated this extenfive arm in
its north-wefterly direétion, by low land formed
immediately at the foot of high ftupéndous moun-
tains, broken into deep gullics, and loaded with
perpetual ice and fhow. :

Through the low land uniting with the nar-
row ftrip, flows another brook, much fmaller
than the former, but originating apparently from
a fimilar caufe, ghe diflolving ice and fnow. On
this low 1pit, ad alfo on the border, feveral very
farge pwine trees were feen, with fome birch and
fmall alder trees. The examination to this ex-
tent occupied the party until the afternoon of
the 10th; when they returned along the caftern
thore, which, as they advanced to the fouth, be-
. tamc high, fteep, and craggy.

On



1704.] ROUND THE WORLD. 429

On this occafion it may not be improper to re-
mark, that the upper part of this arm, which
after the place of my nativity, the town of Lynn
in Norfolk, obtained the name of Lyxx Cruan-
NEL, approaches nearer to thofe interior waters
of the continent, which are faid to be known to
the traders and travellers from the oppofite fide
of America, than we had found the waters of the
North Pacific penctrate in any former inftance.
This \approximation 1s towards the fouth-weft
fide of the Arathapefcow lake, as laid down in
Captain Cook’s chart, from which its diftance is |
about three hundred and twenty geographical
miles; but from the clofe conne@®ion and con-
tinuation of the lofty fnowy barrier, fo frequently
before adverted to, trending fouth-eaftward, and
nearly parallel to the direction of the continental
thore, little probability can remain of there being
any navigable communication, even for canoes
between fuch waters and the North Pacific
Ocean, without the interruption of falls, cata-
racts, and various other impediments.

The boats were fhortly joined in their way
down the channel by a large canoe, in which
there were about twenty Indians, with a chief
who affumed the charaéter of king or principal
chief over all the people refiding up the brock;
He introduced himfelf in a friendly and courteous
manner, made Mr. Whidbey a prefeat of a fea

otter
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otter {kin, and cheerfully received 2 fuitable re-
turn ; but like the Indians who Lad vifited the
veflels, he did not care to venture him{felf in the
power of our party, and nothing could induce
him to get into the yawl, but Mr. Whidbey him-
felf going as a hoftage into his canoe, and there
remaining o long as he might think proper to
ftay in the boat. With this requeft Mr. Whid-
bey did not think proper to comply, yet they ac-
companied our party down the channel, who in
the evening refted for the night on the eaftern
fhore, about five miles to the fouthward of point
Sedu&@ion; on their landing, the chief fhewed
much civil attention, and, as he had before done
on all occafions, ufed his utmoft endeavours to
imprefs ocur gentlemen with a good opinion of
his fincerity. :

“This chief Mr. Whidbey reprefented as a tall
thin elderly man. He was ‘drefled in a much
more fuperb ftyle than any chief we had hitherto
feen on this coaft, and he fupported a degree of
ftate confequence, and perfonal dignity, unufual
to be found amongft the chiefs of North Weft
America. His external robe was a vcry fine large
garment, that reached from his neck down to
his heels, made of wool from the mountain fheep,
neatly variegated with feveral colours, and edged
and otherwifc decorated with little tufts, or frogs
of woollen yarn, dyed of various colours. His

head-
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head-drefs was made of wood, much féefembling
in its thape a crown, adorned with brigh_t copper
and brafs plates, from whence hung a number of
tails or ftreamers, compofed of wool and fur
wrought together, dyed of various colours, and
each terminating by a whole ermine {kin. The
whole exhibited a magnificent appearance, and
1adicated a tafte for drefs -and ornament that we
had not fuppofed the natives of thefe regions to
poffefs. ,
The very cordial behaviour of thefe new ac+
quaintances did not, however, prevent Mr. Whid-
bey from being on his gnard, and knowing that
there were many others in the neighbourhood,
he caufed every one of his party to fleep m the
boépts at their grapnels, a little diftance from the
thore, and gave particular’ direction that the
watch fthould be vigilantly attentive, as he had
reafon to cxpeét more of the natives would arrive
in the courfe of the night. In this conjecture he
was not miftaken, for at the next dawn of'day it
was difcovered, that another large canoe, with
three {maller ones, had found their way into the
.cove unperceived by thofe who werc on watch,
and at the fame time two other large canoes, at-
tended by {everal fmaller ones, all full of Indians,
were advancing at no great diftance, and thofe
alrcady in the cove, were in motion towards the
boats. On this fufpicicus appearance, for they
were
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were all armed, and prepared for hoftilities, Mr.
Whidbey took fuch inftant precautions as were
moft likely to repel any attempt that might be
in contemplation ; and by the time our party
had increafed their diftance a little from the
fhore, and were preparc‘d to a& on the defenfive;
the chief, who had thewn fuch marks of friendly
attention during the preceding day and evening,
Wés, with his followers, alongfide of the yawl,
purfuing a mode of hehaviour very different to
that which he had before obferved. He now
waited for no invitation, but on his coming along-
fide, with an empty box in his hand, he jumped
into the yawl, feemingly with no other intent
than that of plundering the boat: fortunately,
however, the awning being fpread much impeded
his progrefs, and prevented the reft of his com-
panions from following his example, before he
was obliged to retire, and put off with his ca-
hoe. By this time the other canoes had divided
their forces, and had gone againft the other two
boats, where they experienced a fimilar repulfe.
NOtV\'lthﬁalldIDU that their numbers had now
increafed to at leaft two hundred ; yet fccmg our
boats were {o well prepared, and ready to aét on
their defence, they declined making any further.
attempt, and feemed to content themfelves with
vauhting only. One chief in particular became
very valiant, lic was of the laft party that had ar-

- rived,
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rived, and wasin a large canoe full of Indians,
who were well provided not only with fpears,
but wi_th feven mufkets, and fome brafs blunder-
bufles, all in moft excellent order. He advanced,
and hailed the yawl with a {peaking trumpet,
which he held in one haAnd, and had a {pying
glafs in the other; a powder horn was flung
acrofs his fhoulders, and a clean bright brafs blun-
derbufs was lying near him, which he frequently
took up and pointed at Mr. Whidbey, in fucha -
manner as evidently thewed he was no ftranger
to the ufe and management of fuch weaporié;
and by his adroitnefs in the ufe of the trumpet
and telefcope, it would feem that he had not ‘
been unfuccefsful in copying this part of mari-
time education. Little doubt remained with
~ our party as to the hoftile intentions of thefe
 people, and it was probably a very happy circum-
ftance that they had not been more aétive in
carrying thetr defigns into effet; for, befide the
arms already mentioned, each- man was provided
‘with a fhort handy dagger, very conveniently
tied round his wrift. Had they with thefe wea-
pons affailed our boats, and got pofleflion of
them in the night by. furprize, which was evi-
dently what had been meditated, their project
might poflibly have been attended with ferfous
confequences,  if they had pofiefled fuflicient
courage to have maintained a conteft; this how-
Vor. V. Ff ever
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ever feemed to be very doubtful, as our boats re~’
mained for a thort time nearly ftationary, waiting
their affault, but this they all thought proper to
decline.

Some chaftifement for {fo unprovoked and trea-
cherous” breach of hofpitality and good faith,
might probably have been attended with the de-
firable effe&t of preventing fimilar aggreffions n
future ; but as our party had received no injury
from their evil intentions, Mr. Whidbey very
humanely defifted from taking any revengc ; and
nétwithftanding he had them much in his power,
and could not have fired upon them without mak-
ing great flaughter, he neverthelefs did not avail
himf{elf of his fituation, but left it at their option
to retire, or to become more a&ive aggreflors,
By his having directed his courfe toward mid-
channel, the canoes were drawn from the fthore
mto the middle of the channel, where they were
lefs liable to be troublefome, as it had appeared
that on all fuch occafions they were defirous of
fecuring a retreat, by being near to the rocks or
woods. The whole Indian party followed the
boats for about three miles, when they galve up
their purfuit, and retired, making a great noife,
and holding up fea otter {kins, which they feem-
ed to poffefs in great abundance.

VVuhthwpanythmechmn»mﬂyhadappﬂned
although, a.ccordmef to their own account, the

tribe
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“tribe refiding up the brook had belonging to it,
Clght chiefs. The whole of this party, which
had been colleéted at a very thort notice, fcemed
to be ﬁghtmd men, or perfons of that defcr1pt1on,
there being neither ftriplings nor women amongft
them, excepting five principal ladies, each of
whom, agreeably to the fathion of the nations of
this part of America, fteered and conduéted one
of the five large canoes, the ftation allotted to
them on all warlike enterprizes, as has been de-
fcribed on a former occafion. By this ftrength
1t will ‘appear, that if, as it is prefumed, thefe
were three only of the eight chiefs of the brook,
~and that the other five were 'cq'ually powerful,
this muft be am‘o:ng{’c the moft numerous-tribes
we had yet becomie dcquainted with on the coaft
of North Weft America.

The party bemg at length relieved from thefe
very troublefome vifitors, with the pleafing re-
fle(tion of not having been driven to the neceflity
of dépriving any one - of life, purfued their route
-quickly along the eaftern fhore. The weather
was dark ahd ‘gIOOmy, and as the day. advanced
the wind blew ftrong from the fouthward, at-
‘tended with much rain. At breakfaft time a
“point, called by me Point Sr. Mary's, was
reached in latitude 58° 431, loncrxtude 225° 2/,
forming the north point of a bay, which I named
‘Berwer’s Bay, about four miles acrofs, in a di-

Ffa2 rection
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rection S. 20 E. about five miles deep to the N,
N.E. From the fouth point of this bay, which
I called Pornt BripGET, the continental fhore
took a dire@ion S. 26 E. and having advanced
about ten miles paffing a {mall ifland, with fome
rocks and iflets about it, the feverity of the wea-
ther obliged them to take fhelter amongft a group
of fmall iflets, where, during the night, they ex-
perienced a hard gale from the fouthward, at-
tended with a heavy rain, which detained them
until eight in the forenoon of the 18th, when
the party refumed their cxamination in a chan-
nel difficult to navigate, cven for boats: it being
much incommoded with numberlefs rocks be-
tween this group of iflets and the continent,
which ftill continued in the dire&ion before
mentioned. Beyond thefe iflets to the weftward
dies a larger ifland, and from the thores of the
main land, a fhallow bank extends nearly half a
leagne, commencing about a league from the
place at which the party had flept the night pre-
-ceding. In paffing through this intricate navi-
gation, fmokes were feen in various direétions,
-and many Indians were obferved about the thores,
along which the party having now advanced
‘about five milés, they came to the north point of
- {mall bay where the thoal terminated. Here
they ftopped to dine in excefiively cold rainy
weather, with a firong gale of wind from the

{outhward.
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fouthward. From this ftation the fouth point of
the large ifland, which ina N, W. and S. E. di-
rection 1s about fix miles Iong, and about two
miles broad lies N. 77 W. diftant two miles and
a half; and forms the north point of a channel
into the main arm, about a mile and three quar-
ters wide; the fouth point of this channel being
alfo the weft point of a narrow branch leading to
“the fouth-eaft.  After dinner, accompanied by a
canoe and twelve Indians, the route of the party
was directed up this fouth-caftern branch, but
their progrefs, in confequence of the”very bad
weather, was rendered extremely flow, and to- . .
wards the evening they had the further mortifi-
cation of being _]omed by another largc cano¢
. full of Indians.

As the day declined with every profpe& ofa
difmal boifterous night, the party anxioufly looked
out for fome place of thelter, and endeavoured to.
get rid of the Indians by firing fome mufkets over
their heads; but inftead of this meafure having
the defired effed, it feemed only to make them
more daring, and encouraged them to advance
nearer to the boats. ~ Thus unpleafantly circum-~
ftanced, they continued at their oars until ten at
night, wathout having gained more than four
gniles from the place where they bad dined, and\
without the moft diftant probability of the In-

dians taking their lcave. Althouvh tms branch
©Frs 0 hd
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had every appearance of being clofed not, far
a-head, yet as Mr. Whidbey wifhed to afcertain
that fa& poﬁtwely, the party fteered for the
fhore with an intent of there paffing the night ;
this the Indians perceived; made the beft of their
way thither, and got poﬁe{’ﬁon of the beach be-
fore them, where they drew up in battle array,
with their fpears couched ready to recelve our
people on landing. There was now no alterna-
tive but either to force a landing by firing upon
them, or to remain at their oars all night. The
latter Mr. Whidbey confidered to be not only the
moift humane, but the moft prudent meafure to
adopt, concluding that their habitations were not
far diftant, and believing them, from the num-
ber of fmokes that had been feen during the day;
to be a very numerous tribe. So far as the branch
had been difcernible before dark, which was not
more than a mile wide, there was every reafon to
think its termination had been féen; but thould
the party have been deceived, it was here infi-
nitely téo rocky and dangcrous to be confidered
as navigable for ﬂnopmg, and for that reafon un-
worthy any further exammatlon, at the rifk of a
ferious dlfpute with thefe troublefome people.
Thefe conﬁderatxons determined Mr. Whidbey
to return through the channel above- mentioned
into the main channel, where, about the dawn
f)f day on the l‘gth, the boats arrived at a point
' which
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which obtained the name of PorNT RETREAT,
fituated in latitude 58° 24/, longitude 225° 127
Here they ftopped to take fome fie{’c, and having
brcakfafj:éd, Mr. Whidbey, although in fome
meafure departing from the {crupulous exadnefs
~ with which our furvey had been  hitherto con-
du&ed, became fatisfied that the branch he had
thus quitted was but barcly‘navigablc for boats,
and therefore purfued his refearches about fixteen
miles, to a point called by me PornT Mags-
DEN, along the eaftern thore of the channel, con-
cludi'ng it to be the continent, taking a direction
S. 9 E.; itis compofed of land, very moderately
elevated, covered with fine timber, chiefly of the.
pine kind, and termmatmg at- the water-fide
with alternate fteep rocky cliffs and {fmall fandy
béys, with a few detached rocks and iflets lying
near it. The wind was fhill boifterous, with:
thick, rainy, unpleafant weather, fo that they
could feldom fee a mile before them ; they,wcre,‘.
however, fometimes favored by a light northerly
wind, with which, on the 20th, they advanced
about ten leagues further, ftill finding the eaftern
fhore compact, and the country of 2 fimilar de-
fcription to that they had pafied the preceding
day. Here, at a point in latitude 57° 37/, lon-
gitude 205° 2¢’, which I called PornT PARKER,
“the party took up their abode for the night,
'Wthh was yery rainy ; but in the morning of the

Ff+ : 214t
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21{t the weather became fair, and gave them a
diftin& view of the furrounding region. It was
feen that they were advancing ina very {pacious
ftrait or channel, to all appearance free from in-
terruption ; its weftern fhore, diftant feven miles,
appeared to confift of an extenfive tract of land,
or a large group of iflands, that feemed to form
channels, which took a wefterly dire¢tion towards
the ocean ; the latter appearing the moft pro-
bable, I have honored this country with the
name of Kiné¢ GEORGE THE-THIRD'S ARCHI-
PELAGO. '

The flood-tide, although of fhort duration,
not running more than two hours, had, fince
their paffing to the fouth of the fpacious branch,
communicating with Crofs found, been regularly
obferved to come from the fouthward, and
ftrongly indicated that this channel likewife
communicated with the ocean in a foutherly di-
re¢tion. As the weather was now favorable to
that purfuit, they loft no time, but ftill kept
along the caftern fhore, which, from point Par-
ker, took a general dire@ion S. 7 E. indented
nto feveral {mall bays ; the fhores are low, and
at high tide are much divided by the water. A
league to the S. E. of point Parker, in one of thefe
- bays, is an opening about the cighth part of a
mile wide, where many of the natives in their
canoes were affembled, and from the treatment

our
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our party had lately received, it was neccﬂ'afy'
that their fire-arms fhould be in readinefs, but as
fome of them had been loaded many days, Mr.
WhldbCV ordered them to be mfcharged into the
; this foon after produced a return of nearly‘
an equal number from the Indians on fhore; but
as the boats approaéhéd‘ the opening, the canoes
were all haﬁlly paddled off by the natives, and
foon dlfappeared
In the entrance five fathoms water was found,
and after advancing about half a mile it proved
to be only a fhallow rocky place, having a {mall
part of its fouthern fide an ifland at high water.
On each fide of the entrance fome new habita<
tions were conftructing, and for the firft time
‘during our intercourfe with the North Weft
American Indians, mn the vicinity of thefe habi-
tations were found forne fquare patches of ground
in a ftate of cultivation, producing a plant that
appearéd to be a fpecies of tobacco ; and which,
we underftood, 1s by no means uncommon
amongft the inhabitants of Queen’s Charlotte’s
iflands, who cultivate much of this plant. On
the return of the boats the Indians again made
their appearance in a large body, headed by a
chief who manifefted a friendly difpdﬁtién, by
frequently taking up and laying down his mufket,
and making figns that thofe 1n the boats thould
do the fame. On this being complied with, he
; fent
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fent a young man drefled in a {carlet eoat and
blue trowfers to invite our party on fhore; but
Mr, Whidbey thought proper to decline the in-
tended bivility, but gave the meflenger to under-
ftand he wanted fome fith; on which the young
man, though not without fome hefitation, got
into the yawl, and difpatched his canoe for, the
purpofc of obtaining a fupply. It was not long
before the canoe returned with fome {mall her-
rings, for which they were well rewarded ; and
no fooner was this intelligence known on fhore,
than the whale tribé were in motion, and in the
courfc of a few minutes the boats were furround-
cd by ‘upwards of five hundred Indians, of all
ages and both fexes, feemingly with no other in-
tent than that of carrying on a fair and britk
trafhc. This crowd, however, became very un-
pleafant, and on Mr. Whidbey pointing out to
the chief that the throng was inconvenient to
our party, he made a fhort harangue to the fur-
rounding multitude, and they all returned to the
thore ; the chief followed his people, and fent an
abundant fupply of fifh to the boats, for which
kindnefs a handfome reward was fent back, and
Mr. Whidbey purfued his refearches.

About ten miles from pqint Parker, a projeét-
g point was paffed, which I called Porxt Sa-
MUEL, this forms the north point of Hood’s bay,
which is about a league and a half acrofs, having

fome
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fome iflands nearly in its centre.  On the fouth
point of this bay the. party ftopped to breakfaft,
and were vifited by fourteen canoes from the In-
dian tribe they had laft feen, in none of which
were more than four perfons. Their errand
feemed purely for the purpofe of trading, in
which they condudted themfelves with the great-
eft good humour, and the firiteft honefty; and
feemed ta be infinitely more inclined to difpofey
of their fea otter fkins than of their fith. Of
the former they had great abundance, and many
were thrown into the boats, for which fhey
thankfully received any trfling article of wearing
apparel in return.  Mr. Whidbey defcribed their
canoes as not materially differing from the gene-
ral fathion of thofe of Nootka, and the parts ta
the north-weft of that place, although théy were
better contrived, far more ferviceable, and infi-
nitely neater than any of that fort which he had
feen on this coaft. From thefe people he un-
derftood, that the weftern coaft was compofed
of feveral iflands which they had lately paffed
through, and had tgadcd with veflels in fome
-port on the exterior coaft, from whence they
procured moft of the European commodities they
had about them, confifting chiefly of wearing ap-
parel ; of which, ceats and cloth trowfers feemed
by them to be prcfcrrcd to cvery other article,
‘ exccptmg
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excepting arms and ammunition: copper and
iron being reduced to a very inferior value,
Quitting this ftation, Mr. Whidbey continued
his furvey alon‘g the eaftern fhore, ftill in the di-
rection of S. 7 E.; two fmaller bays were now
pafled, and off the points of each of them iflets
and rocks were feen lying at a little diftance: " In
the evening a point was reached in latitude 57°
1387, near which the party refted for the night in
a fmall cove. Soon after dark t‘hey were vifited:
by fome Indians, who, on being gtven to under-
ftand that their company was not defired, quietly
departed. Here they evidently experienced. the
oceanic {fwell rolling from the fouthward; and
after proceeding the next morning 13 miles, S.
10 E., they arrived at a point, from whence a
clear and diftin¢t view of the fea was gained; be-
tween the high land of cape Decifion, lying S.
9 E. and the fouth extremity of the land, form-
ing the weftern fide of thefe firaits lying fouth.
Here Mr. Whidbey obferved the latitude t6 be
57° 1/, longitude 225° 3¢9’. The thores of the
caftern fide, -along which they had paffed fince
the morning of ic 19th, were confidered in ge-
neral to be not more than moderately high, and
terminating uniformly in a bold thore, free from
thoals or other interruptions to navigation ; ex-
cepting, that the flood-tide is of {hort daration,

the
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-the ftream h'avin;g been generally found to fet
downwards. The furface of the cohntry is com-
pofed of rugged rdcks, but 1n their chafms was a
tolerably good foil, which produced an abundance
of very fine timber of the pine tribe in great va-
“riety, fome of which trees meafured twenty-three '
feet in girt; but the oppofite thore feemed to be
compofed of rugged mountains lefs fertile, and
rifing by a more fteep afcent from the water fide.
From this point, which obtained the name of
Poixt GARDNER, 1n a direftion S. 23 E,, le
fome: rocks and a fmall ifland, the former at the
diftance of three quarters of a mile, and the latter
at that of three miles. It forms alfo the fouth-
wefl point of entrance into another very fpacious
arm of the fea, that takes a direétion toward the
N. E. where, after continuing their examination
for about ten miles along its larboard or north-
weftern thore, off which lie inany detached rocks;
the party refted for the night near.a point whi_ch
I called Point TowNsexND.

In the morning of the 23d the weather was
again dark and gloomy; it however permitted
them to fee, that the furrounding regions were
‘too much divided by water, to admit of the moft
diftant probability of their beingable to complete
their furvey up to cape Decifion, during this ex-
pedition; the party having already been abfent
the lcngth of time for which they had been pro-

vided,
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;ided, attd being now diftant upwards of éan hun-
dred and twenty miles from the veflels. Mr
Whidbey was therefore obliged to decline any
further profecution of his refearchés, and to make
the beft ot his way back to Crofs found. They
had now a ftrong gale from the eaftward, which
aftet they had paffed point Gardner veered to the
S. E. greatly increafed, and was dttended with
heavy rain ; but as it was fair; and juft permitted
the boats to carry their clofe-reefed forefails, they
made great progrefs until the yawl's maft was
carried away, which compelled them to ftop ina
{mall cove to repair the damage. Here they em-
braced an opportunity of taking fome refrethment,
of which they ftood in great nced, as they were
all extremely wet and very cold. Soon after
quitting this place, they pafled clofe by the village
of friendly Indians, but not one of them was
feen, and it is moft probable that the badnefs of
the weather had confined them to their habita-
tions. At the time of ftarting from the cove,
Mr. Whidbey had intended to avail himfelf of
the favorable gale, by running all night ; but by
eleven o’clock the atmofphere became fo thick,
and the might fo dark, that he was obliged to
abandon that defign, and take fhelter in a {fmall
cove on the eaftern thore, 21 leagues from point
Gardner. QOan the following morning the wea=
ther was calm, fair, and pleafant; .but the pre-

\ ccdmg
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ceding gale had left behind it a fhort irregular
fwell, which rendered their paflage acrofs’ the
ftraits {o extremely tedious and flow, that they
did not reach the fouth-eaft point of the branch
leading into Crofs found until near noon ; when
from this point, which obtained the name of
Roint Augusrta, and s fituated in Jatitude 58°
3%, longitude 225° 10/, their courfe was directed
along the fouth-weft fhore; but the continued
agitation of the water, {o obftructed their row-
ing, that they had not advanced more than two
leagues, before it was time to halt for the night.
The weather continued to be calm and plea-
fant, and as they again proceeded on the morn-
ing of the 25th, this fide of the branch was found
to be compofed chiefly of rocky cliffs, with iflets
and detached rocks, lying at fome diftance from
the thore, which was compaét, not very high,
but well covered with wood, taking a direction
N. 60 W. 17 miles to a point which I called
Point SopHI1a; forming the north-eaft point of
entrance into a deep found, which I named Porr
FREDERICK, about aleague wide, in an eaft and
weft dire&ion, winding to the fouthward, and
apparéntly much divided by water. From the
weft fide of this found the fhore took a more
northerly direction, with fome iflets lying near
it, to a point, which is the northern extremity
of this fuppofed archipelago, and which obtained
the
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the name of PorxT ApovLriius, fituated in lati-
tud= 58° 18/, longitude 224° 284”.  This point
the party reachcd in the evening, and about a
league to the fouth-weft of it they refted for the
night in a fmall cove under a high hill, wherca
box was found about four feet fquare, placed
upon wooden pillars about fix feet from the
ground. This box contained the remains of a
human body very carefully wrapped up, and by
its fide was erected a pole about twenty feet high,
painted in horizontal ftreaks red and white ; the
colours were freth and lively, and from the ge-
neral neatnels of the whole, it was fuppofed to
be the fepulchre of fome chief. The next morn-
ing in making the beft of their way towards the
veflels, the fouthern thore was found {rom point
Adolphus, to contain many open bays, and to
take an irregular courfe about S. 77 W. feven-
teen miles and a half to point Lavinia. In this
route they pafled to the fouth of the group of
rocky iflands, noticed on the 11th at point Wim-
bledon. Thefe iflands form a kind of termina-
tion to Crofs found, and almoft feparate it from
the paflage to the ocean which had now been
difcovered ; but between thefe iflands and the
thores that form the northern and fouthern fides
of entrance into this {pacious branch, there arc
two narrow channcls; the northernmoft being
the widett 1s near a mile acrofs, the fouthernmoft

13
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1s about half that width, both of which are free
from rocks, fhoals, or any other 1mpediments,
excepting the large mafles of floating ice, which
at that time rendered each of thefe channels very
dangerous to navigate, although in the {fummer
'feafon; and in the winter, fhcy are moft pro-
bably intirely clofed, or impaffable. The fhores

" of that branch had the appearance of affording
fome good harbours, but thefe muft neceflarily
be greatly inconvenienced by the ice, which did
not appedr to Mr. Whidbey and his party, to
have been much diminifhed in the courfe of the
fornight theyhad been abfent, although they had
not experienced quite {o much difficulty in pafi-
ing through it on their rc’turrf, as ‘on their outfet,
which was accomplithed as before ftated, having,
notwithftanding the extremely {evere and boif~
terous weather that had generally prevailed,
completed in about fixteen days a traverfe of up-
wards of five hundred miles.

Such being the refult of Mr. Whidbey's re-
fearches, I thall now proceed to notice fuch cir-
cumftances refpeéting the port in which the vef-
fels had taken their ftation, and the neighbouring
fhores of Crofs found, as fell under my obferva-
tion. - S '

Although the exiftence of this {pacious arm of
the ocean has been publicly denied by fome vifi-
tors fubfequent to its original difcovety by Cap-

Vor. V. , Gg tain
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tain Cook, yet 1n common juftice to the abilities
of that able navigator, it mufit be obferved, that
he has given a much more accurate defcription
of it, than from the tranfitory diftant view he
had of it, might have been reafonably expected.
The recent examination it has now undergone
has however thewn, that cape Crofs is not pre-
cifely its fouth-eaftern point of entrance, as from
that cape ‘a tract of low rocky land extends in a
north direétion about feven miles to a point,
from whence the fouthern fhore of the found
takes a fharp turn about N. 40 E. and conftitutes
that as:the fouth-eaft point.of entrance, to which
I have given the name of Poixr Bincman; it
lies from cape Spencer-S.117 E. diftant ten miles,
and affords a bold entrance into the found, with-
out reck, fhoal, or any permanent obftacle. This
appears to be the cafe alfo in every other part of
the found, and 1f it do poffefs any navigable ob-
je€tion, it 1s the unfathomable depth of it, which
every where exifts, excepting very near the
fhores, along which, in many places are detached
rocks; thefe' however lie out of the way of its
navigation, and are fufficiently confpicuous to be
aveoided. .

The northern thores of this found from cape,
Spencer to point Wimbledon, which 1 confider
as its boundary in that quarter, have been already.
noticed in-the account of Mr. Whidbey's excur-

. fion;
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fion; and as I confider point Lavinia to be its
eaftern boundary, there yet remains to ftate of
what 1ts fouth-eaftern part 1s compofed.
Between the above-mentioned eaftern boun-
dary and point Bingham, on that fide, there are
two openings; the firft lying fromr point Bing-
ham N. 60 E. diftant four. miles, appeared to be
about a mile and a quarter wide, and to takea
direélion S. 30 E. for fome diftance. This was
not examined by us, but will moft likely be found
to afford anchorage and fecure fhelter; the other
1s the port Althorp which we had laft quitted.
This has its fouth point of entrance, which has
obtained the name of Pornr Lucan, fituated in
the fame line of direction, ten miles from point
Bingham. From poirit Lucan, 1n a direGion
about N. W. lies a narrow high ifland, about
two miles and a quarter in length; and between
its fouth-caft point and point Lucan there are
two {mall iflets, which render that paflage not
{o commodious for failing 1n and out of the port,
as that by which we had entered, being to the
north of that ifland, between it, and the weftern
part of a clufter of three fmall iflands, which ex-
tend about two miles from the eaftern fide of the
port. This channel is clear, free from danger,
and is about a mile and a quarter in width, with
a tolerably fnug cove, juft within its north-weft
point of entrance, where we anchored, and re-
' Gz2 mained
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mained during our ftay. The high narrow ifland
affords great protection to the northern part of
this port, which, oppofite to that ifland, is about
two miles and an half wide; but nearly in the
middle of the harbour, and oppofite the fouth
point of the ifland are fome detached rocks; and
at point Lucan, which is fituated fromn the fhip’s
cove S. 23 E. four miles and an half diftant, the
width of the harbour is two miles, from whence
it extends 'S. 36 E., about two leagues, and ter-
minates in a bafon, that affords good and fecure
anchorage, the beft paflage into which is on the
eaftern thore.  The cove in which the thips were
ftationed afforded good anchorage alfo, but it was
not fo well theltered as the bafon, nor was there
any frefh water in it that could eafily be procured;
a difadvantage that can be readily done away by
reforting to a ftream of excellent water clofe at
hand, on the eaftern fhore, where our cafks were
filled in the boat. The furrounding coﬁntry 1s
chiefly compofed of a rugged rocky fubftance,
c?vcred with a foreft, confifting in general of
pme trees; and where the fteep acclivities do
not forbid their growth, they were feen down to
the water’s edge,

T.he weather, for the moft part, during our
contlnuﬂance In port was boifterous, rainy, and
1.mpleaia¥1t, which allowed but few opportunities
for making aftronomical obfervations. The re-

fults,
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fults, however, of fuch as we were enabled to
procure, are as follow : (viz.)

On the 12th of July, in Crofs found, the chro-
nometers thewed the following longitude; (viz.)
Arnold’s No. 14, 223° 55’; Arnold’s No. 176,
 224° 4%; and Kendall’'s 224° 4¥. The true lon-
gitude being 223° 557, 1t appeared that No. 14
was corre&, and that No. 176 and Kendall’s were
cach of them ¢’ 30” to the eaftward of the true
longitude.

By twenty fets of obfervations,
taken between the 12th and 26th
of July, Arnold’s No.14 was found
to be faft of mean time at Green-

wich at noon on the 26th, 4hog 5"
And gaining, per day, at the
rate of 23
Arnold’s No. 176 faft of mean
time, on the fame day, 0 54 25
And gaining, per day, at the
rate of 51 47

Kendall’s faft of mean time, on do. 8 58 24

And gaining, per day, at the

rate of 25 8

The latitude of the place of obfer-

vation, by three meridional al-

titudes, - 58°12/
The mean variatien, by four com-

pafles and forty-four fets of ob-

{ervations,
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_fervations, differing from 27°
32 to 32° 42/, fhewed the varia-
tion to be - 300,

The vertical inclination of the magnetic needle.
Marked end, North Face Eaft, 79° 28’ 20"
Ditto ditto Wett, 79 36 40
Ditto - South Face Eaft, 77 15
Ditto - -, ditto =~ Weft, 79 35
Mean inclination of thé magnetic.

needle, 78 58 35

END OF THE FIFTH VOLUMEx

T. Gillet, Printer, Salitbury-square,
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