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INTRODUCTION. 

On his Majrjly's Service. 

St. John's, Newfoundland, July 9, 1803' 

SIR, 

I T is with extreme concern I .have the honour 

to inform you of the totallofs of his Majefty's 

Packet Lady Hobart, under my command, on 

the morning of the 28th June, at fea, in lat. 

46° 33' north, and long. 44° 00' weft from Green­

wich, on an iiland of ice. 

The accompanying Narrative of our proceed~ 

ings, from the time of the ihip's foundering, will. 

I truit, be a fufficient tefiimony to their Lord­

.ihips, that no exertion on my part, or that of my 

officers and ihip's company, was wanting, both 

as to preferving the ibip from finking, as well as 

the total impoffibility of raving the difpatches. 



( 4 ) 

The fufferings and hardlhips undergone by us 

all, have be~n,indeed greater than it is pollible 

for iny p~ti to defcribe. : 

Alter remaining three days at Wand Cove, the 

place \V,here we firfr rn~de the land, there being 

no medical affifrance for the people, I embarked 

in ~ fmall vetfel I hired for the purpofe, and ar­

rived here yefterday. 

With the exception of twornen and myifelf, tbey 

are frill ina moil wretched condition, and feveral 

it is feared will lofe their toes and fingers. As 

{oon as they are in a fiate to be moved, I intend 

proceeding from hence in a fchooner to Halifax, 

with a view to obtain a pailage in one of the 

Packets, as tbere are no vetfels about to fail from 

hence for England, and none that could accom .. 

modate fo great a number. 

I trull their Lordlhips will approve of what I 

have confide red it my duty to do by thefe unfor­

tunate men. 



( 5 ) 

Brigadiet-genetal Skerritt has been fo kind as 

to give us-quarters in the garrifon, and has ilfued 

rations for our Cupport, as well as maintenance to 

Halifax, at the expenfe of Government, for which 

I !hall give receipts. 

I !hould be wanting in gratitude were I not to 

make particular mention of the kind and humane 

attentions we have all experienced from General 

Skerritt, the officers of the garrifon, and many of 

the inhabitants of St. John's. 

'1 have the honour to remain 

Your moil obedient Servant, 

WILLIAM DORSET FELLOWES. 

F. Free/ing, EA. 

General Poft Office, 1 Sth A ugutt 1803' 

DEAR SIR, 

HAViNG laid your affeCting and interefling 

Narrative before my Lords the Pofimafier Ge­

neral, I am commanded to Cend you a copy of. 

their Lor.d1hips' minute thereon. 
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1 aifure you I enter funy il1to all their Lord· 
ibips' feelings for your paa fu ffi .. rings , and enter~ 

fain the fame fenfe of your patience, fortitude, 

and perfeverance; and I beg you to believe I have 

pleafure in witneffing the promotion which has 

fo quickly fucceeded the moment of your diffi­

culties and dangers. 

My Lords cannot fail to take into their fa­

vourable confideration the very meritorious con· 

duel of your officers and crew. 

Believe me with great regard, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours moil: faithfully, 

Captain Fel/owes. F. FREELING. 

WE have perufed this Report with a mixed 

fentimentof fympathy and admiration. We are 

fatisfied, that in the loCs of the Packet and of thIS 

public corre(poodence, no blame is imputable to 

Captain Fellowes, to his officers, or to his (ea-

5 
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men. In their exertion after the 1bip had flruck 

on the floating maCs of ice, and in their fubfe­

quent conduCt, they appear to have thewn all 

the talents and virtues which can diilinguilh the 

naval charaCter. 

Let a proper letter be written in our names to 

the friends and family of the very worthy French 

officer who periilied. And we ihall be Calicitous 

to learn the entire recovery of the other pair en. 

gers, who met fuch dangers and fufferings with 

the moil exemplary fortitude. 

Mr. Freeling will return the Narrative to Cap­

tain FeIIowes, with our permiilion to him to 

communicate it to his friends; or, if he thall 

think proper, to give it to the public. It cannot 

fail to imprefs on the minds of all who may read 

it, the benefit of religion and the confolation of 

pmyer under the preffure of calamity; and alfo 

an awful fenfe of the interpofition and mercies 

of Providence, in a cafe of extreme peril and 

diftrefs. To feamen it will more efpecially fhew 

that difcipline, order, generofity of mind, good 
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temper, mutual benevolence, and patj~nt e:J!;e~+. 

tion, are, under thp favour of He~v,en, the Q~ 

~feguard5 in all their difficulties. 

With refpeCt to Captain Fellowes, we fe<;\ 

highly gratified in having it in our power fo 

"l.ll)mediately to give t.o ,bim a promotion, which 

we have reafon to b.elieve will be particularly ac­

f:eptable. 

(Signed) 

AugtYJ 16, 1803·' 

AUCK~AND. 

C. S~tNCER. 

f. 



NARRATIVE. 

&c. 

ON the 22d of June 1803, we failed from Hali­

fax for England, fleering a courfe to the fouth­

ward and eaflward, to clear Sable Iiland. On 

the 24th, hauled to the northward, to paf~f over 

the northern part ofthe Great Bank of Newfound­

land, with the intention to keep well to the 

northward, that we might thereby avoid the 

enemy's cruifers. 

On the 26th, at {even A. M. being then on the 

Grand Bank, in lat. 440 37', and long. 510 20' 

weft, Cape Race bearing N. N. W. f W. 128 

miles difiant, difcovered a large fchooner under 

French colours, ftanding towards us, with her 

deck full of men. From her manner of bearing 

down upon us, we concluded the had been ap-

:s 
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prized or the war, and that fhe took us for a. 

merchant brig. Cleared 1hip for action. At 

eight being within range of our guns, fired a 
1hot at her, when 1he frruck her colours. Sent 

on board and took polfeffion of the veffel; fhe 

proved to be I' Aimable Julie, of Port Liberte, of 

eighty tons burden; new an"d frrong built, bound 

thither from the ifland of St. Pierre, laden with 

faIt fiih, and commanded by Citizen Charles 

Roffe. 

After taking out her captain and crew, I gave 

the prize in charge to Lieut€nants John Little, 

and William Hughes, of his Majefiy's navy 

(who were paffengers in the Lady Hobart, and 

who mofi handfomelyvolunteered theirfervices); 

with them I fent two of our own feamen, and 

two prifoners, to affift in navigating the prize. 

At ten A. M. Caw two fchooners ahead; fired ~ 

gun, and brought them to: on finding them to 

be Engliib, and bound to St. John's, I divided 

the French prifoners between them, excepting 

the captain, mate, and one hoy, the captain's 
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nephew, who requefled very earneftly to remaIn 

on board the Packet. 

TueJday, 28th Junc.-Blowing hard from the 

weLlward, with a heavy fea and hazy weather, 

with intervals of thick fog. About one in the 

morning, the ihip then going by the log at the 

rate of feven miles an hour, fhuck againft an 

illand of ice, with fuch violence, that feveral of 

the crew were pitched out of their hammocks. 

Being rozifed out of my .fleep by the Juddennefs of the 

flock, I inllantly ran upon deck. The helm be­

ing put bard a-port, the ihip firuck again about 

the cheLl-tree, and then fwung round on her heel, 

her fiern-poft being frove in, and her rudder 

carried away, before we could fucceed in our at­

tempts to haul her off. At this time the i!1and 

of ice appeared to hang quite over the ihip. 

forming a high peak, which muft have been 

at leall twice the height of our mall head; and 

we Cuppofe the length of the ifiand to have been 

from a quarter to half a mile. 
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The fea wa!! now breaking over the ice in a 

dreadful manner, the water ru1hing in fo faft as 

to fill the hold in a few minutes. Have the 

guns overboard, cut away the anchprs from the 

bows, got two fails under the fhip's bottom, 

kept both pumps going, and baling with buckets 

at the main-hatchway, in the hope of preventing 

her from finking ; but in Ids than a quarter of an 

hour 1he [eUled down to her fore-chains in 

the water. 

Our fituation was now become moil perilous. 

Aware of the danger of a moment's delay in hoift­

ing out the boats, I confulted Captain Thomas 

of the navy, and Mr. Bargus, my mafier, as to the 

propriety of making any further efforts to fave the 

fhip; and as I was anxious to preferve the mail, 

I requefted their opinion as to the poffibility of 

taking it into the boats in the event of our being 

able to get them over the fhip's fide. Thele 

gentlemen agreed with me, that no time was to 

be loft in hoifiing them out; and that, as the vef .. 

fel was then fettling faft, our firf!: and only con­

fideration was to endeavour to preferve the crew. 
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And here I muft pay that tribute of praire 

which the fteady difcipline and good conumq of 

everyone on board fo jufily merit. From the 

firft moment of the !hip's ihiking, not a word 

was uttered expreffive of a defire to leave the 

wreck: my orders were promptly obeyed; and 

though the dan get of peri!hing was every infiant 

increafing, each man waited for his turn to get 

into the boats with a coolnefs and compofure 

that could not be furpaffed. 

Having fortunately {ucceeded in hoifting out 

the cutter and jolly-boat, the fea then running 

high, we placed the ladies in the former. One 

of them, Mifs Cotenham, was fa terrified, that 

fhe {prong from the gunwale, and pitched into 

the bottom of the boat with confiderable vio~ 

lence. This accident, which might have been 

produCtive of fatal confeguences to herfelf, as 

well as to us all, was unattended by any bad 

effects. The few provifions which had been 

faved from the men's births were then put into 

the boats, which were quickly veered afiern . 

.By this time the main deck fon'Vard was under 
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water, and nothing but the quarter deck appear­

ed: I then ordered my men into the boats, and 

having previoufly la1hed iron pigs of ballad to 

the mail, it was thrown overboard. 

I now perceived the ihip was finking faft; I 

called out to the men to haul up and receive me. 

intending to drop myfe1f into the cutter from 

the end of the tryfail boom, fearing fhe might 

be ftove under the counter; and I defired Mr. 

Bargus, who continued with me on the wreck, 

to go over firft. In this inftance he replied, 

that he begged leave to difobey my orders; that 

he muft fee me fafe over before he attempted to 

go himfelf. Such conduCt, and at fuch a mo­

ment, requires no comment; but I fhould be 

wanting to myfelf, and to the fervice, if I did 

not faithfully fiate to their Lordihips every cir­

cum fiance, however trifling: and it is highly 

fatisfa80ry to me to have this opportunity of re­

cording an incident fo honourable to a merito­

rious officer. 

The fea was running fa high at the time we 
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hoified out tbe boats, that I [carcely flattered 

myfelf we fuould get them out in fafefy; and 

indeed, nothing but the :fleady and orderly con­

duct of the crew could have enabled us to effect 

fo difficult and hazardous an undertaking: and 

it is a juftice to them to obferve, that not a man 

in the 1hip attempted to make ufe of the liquor, 

which everyone had ill his power. Whilfr the 

cutter was getting out, I perceived one of the 

{eamen (John Tipper) emptying a demijean, or 

bottle, containing .five gallons, which, on in­

quiry, I found to be rum. He raid that he was 

emptying it for the purpofe of filling it with 

water from the fcuttle calk on the quarter deck, 

which had been generally filled over night, and 

which was then the only freill water to be got at, 

it became afterwards aUf principal fupply. I 

relate this circumftance as being fo highly credit­

able to the character of a Briti1h failor. 

We had fcarce quitted the filip, when fue flJd~ 

denly gave a heavy lurch to port, and then went 

down head foremofr. I had ordered the colours 

tp he hoified at the main-topgallantmaft-head, 
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with the union downwards, as a fignal or~ dif­

trefs, that if any veffel !hould happen to be 

near to us at the dawn of day, our calamitous 

£tuation might be perceived from her, and !he 

might afford us relief. 

At this awful crilis of the !hip finking, when 

it is natural to fuppofe that fear would be the 

predominant principle of the human mind, the 

coolners of a Britith [eaman was very conrpicu­

ouily manifefied by his (John Andrews) ex. 

claiming, "There, my brave fellows, there goes 

the pride of Old England!" 

I cannot attempt to def<:ribe my own feelings, 

or the fenfations of my people. Expofed as we 
were in two fmall open boats upon the great 

Atlantic Ocean, bereft of all affifiance, but that 

which our own exertions, under Providence, 

could afford us, we narrowly efcaped being fwal. 

lowed up in the vortex. Men ufed to viciffitudes 

are not eafily dejeCted; but there are triais 

which human nature alone cannot furmount. 

The confcioufnefs of having done our duty, and 
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a reliance upon a gODd PrDvidence, enabled us 

tD endure .our calami.ty; and we 'animated. each 

other with the hope .of a better fate. 

While we were employed in deliberating about 

our future arrangements, a curious circumftance 

occurred, which, as it was produCtive of confi­

derable uneafinefs to, us all, deferves tD be par­

ticularly mentioned here: at the moment when 

the 1hip was finking, :{he was furrounded by 

what {eamen term a {chODl, Dr an incalculable 

number of whales, which can only be accDullted 

for by their being knDwn, at this particular fea­

fon, t.o take a direCti.on fDr the cDaft .of New­

fDundland, in queft of a fmall fiib, called Cape­

land, which they devour. We were extremely 

apprehenfive, fr.om their near approach t.o the 

b.oats, that they might fhike and materially da­

mage them; frequent inftances having .occurred 

in that fifhery .of boats being cut in twain by 

the violence .of a fingle bl.ow from a whale: we 

therefore fhDuted, and ufed every effort t.o drive 

them away, but without effeCt; they continued, 

as it then feemed, to purfue u., and remained 

c 
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about the: boats (or the (pace of hall an bout', 

when. thank God! they difappeared without 

having done us any injury. 

Having at length furmounted dangers and di£­

:ficulties which baffle all defcription, we rigged 

the foremaft, and prepared to ibape OUf courfe 

in the heft manner that circumftances would 

admit 0(, the wind blowing from the precife 

point on which it was neceifary to fail, to reach 

the nearett land. An hour had fcarcely elapfod 

from the time the fhip thuck, till ihe foundered. 

The diftribution of the crew had already Peen 

made in the following order, which we after­

wards preferved. 

In the cutter, of the following dimentions, viz. 

twenty feet long, iix feet four inches broad, and 

two feet fix inches deep, were embarked three 

ladies and myCelf; Capt. Richard Thomas, of 

the navy; the French commander of the 

fchooner; the mafter's mate, gunner, fteward, 

carpenter, and eight feamen; in all eighteen 

people; which, together with the provifions, 
I 
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brought the boat's gunwale down to within'fix: 

or {even inches of the water. From this con­

fined fpace, fome idea may be formed of our 

crowded fl:ate; but it is fcarce1y pollible for the 

imagination to conceive the eJ{:tent of our fuffer­

ings in confequence of it. 

In the jolly-boat, fourteen feet from item to 

ftem, five feet three inches broad, and two feet 

deep, were embarked Mr. Samuel Bargus, maf.; 

ter; Lieut. Col. George Cooke, of the Ifl: reg. 

6)f guards; the boatfwain, failmaker, and (even 

feamen; in all eleven perfoni). 

The only provifions we were enabled to rave 

confifl:ed of between forty and fifty pounds of 

bifcuit; one demijean, or veffe1, containing five 

gallons of water; a {mall jug of the fame, and 

part of a {mall barrel of fpruce beer; one demi~ 

jean of rum, a few bottles of port wine, with 

two compaffes, a quadrant, a fpy-glafs, a fmall 

tin mug, and a wine-glafs. The deck lantern, 

which had a few fpare candles in it, had been 

likewife thrown into the boat, an'd the cook 

C 2 
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l1aving had the. precaution to feeure his tinder~ 

box, and fome matches that were kept in a 

bladder. we were afterwards enabled to freer 

by night. 

The wind was now blowing thong from the 

we1hvard, with a heavy fea, and the day had juft 

dawned. Eftimating ourferves to be at the diftance 

of 350 miles from St. John's, in Newfoundland, 

\V ith a profpeCt of a continuance of wefterly winds, 

it became at once neceifary to ·ufe the ftricteH: 

ec~>nomy. I reprefented to my companions in 

diftrefs, that our refolution, Oliee made, ought 

on no account to be changed; ana. that we muft 

begin by fuffering privations, which I forefaw 

would be greater than I ventured to explain. 

To each perfon, therefore, were ferved out half 

a bifcuit, and a glafs of wine,. which was the 

only allowance [or the enfuing twenty-four 

hours, all agreeing to leave the water untouched 

as long as poffible. During the time we were 

employed in getting out the boats, I had or~ 

dered the m after to throw the main hatch tar­

pauling into the culter; which being afterwards 
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cut into lengths, enabled m to form a tempo, 

rary bulwark againft the waves. I had alfo re­

minded the carpenter to carry with him as many 

tools as he could: he had accordingly, among 

other things, put a few nails in his pockets, and 

we repaired the gunwale of the cutter, which 

had been ftove in hoi fling her out. Soon after 

daylight we made fail, with the jolly-boat in 

tow, and flood cloCe-hauled to the northward 

and weftward, in the hope of reaching the coaft 

of Newfoundland, or of being picked up by 

fome veirel. Paired two Wands of ice, nearly 

as large as the -tirft. We now faid prayers, and 

returned thanks to God for our deliverance. At 

noon, obferved in lat. 46° 33' north; Sf. John's 

bearing about W. t N. diftant 3So miles. 

WedneJday, Jzme 29.-This day was u1hered 

in with light variable winds from the fouthwatd 

and eaftward. We had paired a long and fleep­

lefs night, and I found myeel£, at the dawn of 

day, with twenty-eight per[ons looking up to 

me with anxiety for the dire8:ion of our cour{e. 

as well as for the diftribution of their {canty 
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allowance. On examining our provifions; we 

found the b;:Jg of bifcuit much damaged by faIt 

water; it therefore became neceff'ary to curtaiJ 

the allowance. to which precaution all cheer. 

fully atfented. 

It was at this moment that I became more 

alive to all the horrors of our fituation. We all 

returned thanks for our pail mercies, and offered 

up prayers for our fafety~ 

A thick fog foon after came on; it continued 

all .day with heavy rain, which as we had no 

means of collecting, afforded us no rel.,ief. Our 

crowded and expofed fituation was Iiow ren­

dered morediftreffing, from being thoroughly 

wet, no one having been permitted to take 

more than a great coat or a blanket, with the 

clothes on his back. 

Kept the oars in both boats going confiantly, 

and fleering at W. N. W. courfe.-All hands 

anxiouily looking out for a ftrange fail. At 

noon ferved a quarter of a bifcuit and a glafs 
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1 N. difiant 310 miles. No ob[ervation. One 

of th~ ladies again read prayers to us, particu­

larly thofe for delivery after a fiorm, and thore, 

for rafety at fea. 

Thuifday, June go.-At daybreak we were all 

fo benumbed with wet and extreme cold, that 

half a glafs of rum, and a mouthful of bifcuit., 

were ferved out to each perfon: the ladies, wh~ 

had hitherto refufed to tafte the fpirits, were 

now prevailed upon to take the Rated allow­

ance, which afforded them immediate relief, 

and enabled them the better to ref1ft the feverity 

of the weather. The fea was moftly calm, with 

thick fog and fleet; the air raw and cold: we 

had kept at our oars all night, and we conti­

nued to row during the whole of this day. The 

jol1y·boat having unfortunately put off from the 

1hip with only three oars, and having but a 

fmall fail, converted into a forefail from a top­

gallant Reeringfail, without needles or twine, 

Wj: were obliged to keep het confiantly in tow; 

The cutter alfo having loft two of ' her oars in 
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hoif1:ing out, was now (0 deep in the water, 

that with the leaf!: rea {he made little way, (0 

that we were not enabled to profit much by the 

light winds. 

Some one from the jolly-boat called out that 

there was part of a cold ham, which had not 

'been difcovered before: a (mall bit, about the 

flze of a nutmeg, was immediately ferved out 

to each perfon, and the remainder was thrown 

overboard, as I was fearful of its increafing our 

thirft, which we had not the means of af­

!uaging. 

At noon we judged ourfelves. to be on the 

north-eafternedge of the Grand Bank, St. 

John's bearing W. by N. ! N. diftant 246 

miles. No obfervation. Performed divine' 

fervice. 

Friday, July I.-During the greater part of 

the laft twenty.four hours it blew a hard gale 

of wind from the weft-fouth-weft, with a heavy 

cOllfufed fea from the· fame quarter; thick fQg 
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and lleet throughout; the weather excetlively 

cold, for the (pray of the fea freezing as it flew 

over the boats, rendered our fituation truly de­

plorable. It was at this time that we all felt a 

moft painful depreffion of fpirits: the want of 

nOllriihment, and the continued cold and wet 

weather, had rendered us almoft incapable of 

exertion. The very confined fpace in the boat 

would not allow of our firetching our limbs; 

and feveral of the men, whofe feet were confi­

derably {welled, repeatedly called out for water. 

On my reminding them of the refolution we had 

made, and of the abfolute necetlity of our per­

fevering in it, they acknowledged the jufiice 

and propriety of my refufal to comply with their 

defire, and the water remained untouched. 

At the commencement of the gale we flood 

to the northward and weftward; but the cutter 

wasfo low in the water, and had ihipped [0 

much fea, that we were obliged to cafl off the 

jolly-boafs tow-rope, and we ve~y foon loft fight 

of her in the fog. This unlucky cirCllmfiance 

·was productive of the utmQfi difirefs to us alL 

D 
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We had been roured to exertion froin a doubf~ 

motive; and the uncertainty of our ever meeting 

again the companions of our misfortunes, pro .. 

duced in us the moll lively affliCtion. To add 

to the mifery of our fituation, we loft with the 

boat not only a confiderable part of our flores, 

but with them our quadrant and fpy-glafs. At 

about four A. M. the gale increafing, with a 

prodigious heavy fea, we brought the cutter to 

by heaving the boat's fail loofe over the bow, 

and veering it out with a rope bent to each yard­

arm, which kept her head to the fea, fo as to. 
break its force before it reached us. 

In the courfe of this day there were repeated 

exclamations of a ftrange fail, although I knew 

it was next to an impoffibility to difcern any 

thing, owing to the thicknefs of the fog; yet 

they were urged from the feveral feamen with 

11lch apparent certainty of their objeCt, that I 

was induced to put the boat before the wind to 

convince them of their error; and as I then faw 

in a very ftrong point of view the confequencei 

of [uch deviations, I took occafion to remOD~ 

3 
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.firate with them upon the fubjeet; I reprcfented 

with all the force of which I was capable, that 

the depreffion arifing from difappointment infi~ 

nitely overbalanced the momentary relief pro­

ceeding from fuch deluflve expeCtation, and I 

exhorted them not to allow fuch fancies to break 

out into expreffion. Under all thefe circum­

fiances, the ladies particularly, with a heroifm 

that no words can defcribe, afforded to us the 

heft examples of patience and fortitude. 

We all joined in prayers, which tranquillized 

our 1l,linds, and afforded us the confoJatory hope 

of bettering our condition: on there occafions 

we were all bare-headed~ notwithfianding the 

inceffant ihowers. At noon St. John's bore 

W. by N. i N. difiant 148 miles. No obter­

vation. 

Saturday, July z.-It rained hard during the 

night, and the cold became fo fevere, ih"t al­

moft everyone in the boat was unable to move. 

Our hands a.nd feet were (0 fwelIe4, that many 

of them became quite black, Qwing to our con_ 

.fined !tate, and the conftant expofure to wet 

D2 
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and cold weather. At daybreak I ferved out 

about the third of a wine-glafs of rum to each 

perfoll, with a quarter of abifcuit, and before 

nOOll a fmall quantity of fpruce beer, which 

afforded us great relief. 

During the firfr part of this day, it blew ihong 

from the fouthward and well ward, with foggy 

weather; towards noon, moderate breezes from 

the northward and eafrward. 

At half pall eleven A. M. a fail was di(co­

vered to the eafiward, fianding to the north· 

weft. OUT joy at fuch a fight, with the imme­

diate hope of deliverance, gave us all new life. 

I immediately ordered the people to fit as clofe 

as pollible, to prevent our having the appear­

ance of being an armed boat; and having tied 

a lady's {hawl to the boat hook, I raifed myfelf 

as well as I could, and, from the bow, waved 

it as long as my firength would allow me. 

Having hauled clofe to the wind, we neared 

each other faft, and in lefs than a quarter of an 

hour we perceived the jolly-boat. Our not 
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having recognifed her fooner, was owing to an 

additional tall having been made for her, out of 

one of my bed !beets. which had been acci­

dentally thrown into the boat, and was let as a 

bonnet to the forefail. 

I cannot attempt to defcribe the various fen­

fations of joy and difappointment, which were 

by turns expreffed on all our countenances. As 

foon as we approached the jolly-boat, we threw 

out to her a tow-rope, and bore away to the 

north-weft. 

We now mutually inquired into the fiate of 

our reCpeClive crews, after the late d.-eadful gaJe: 

thofe in tHe jolly~boat had fuffered from fwelled 

hands and feet, like ourfelves, and had under­

gone great anxiety on our account, concluding us 

to have perilbed. The moftilngular circum­

fiance was, their having fteered two nights with­

out any light; and our meeting again after fuch 

tempefiuous weather, could not have happened 

but from the interpofition of Providence. Fear­

ing a fimilar accident, we made a more equal 
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difiribution of our provifion; an~ b~ving ro.­

ceived from the jolly-boat twobQttl~ of wine 

and fome biicuit, we gave them- fome -rum in 
return. 

Our hopes of deliverance had now been buoyed 

up to the highefi: pitch. The exdtementarifing 

from our joy began perceptibly to lofe its effect; 

and to a fiate of artificial .ftrength fucceeded fuch 

a defpondency, that no entreaty, nor argument. 

could roufe fame of the men even to the common 

exertions of making fail. 

To the French Captain, and {evera! olthe 

people who appeared to have fuffered moft, I 
now J for the firfi: time, ferved out a wine glafs 

full of water. I had earnefily cautioned the 

crew not to tafie the faIt water, but fome of the 

-unhappy men had, neverthelefs, taken large 

draughts of it, and became delirious; wme were 

feized with violent cramps, and twitching of the 

fi-omach and bowels. I again took occafion to 

point out to the reft of them the extreme danger 
cf [uch indifcretion. 
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Performed divine fervice. At noon St. John's 

bore W. by N. iN. diftant 110 miles. No ob­

fervatioo of the fun. 

Sunday, 3.-The cold, wet, hunger, and thirft. 

which we now experienced, are not to be de· 

kribed, and made our fituation very deplorable. 

At eight P. M. having a ftrong breeze (rom the 

fouthward, we flood 00 under all the canvafs we 

could {pread, the jolly-boat following in our wake, 

and pulling her oars to keep up with us. The 

French Captain, who for rome days had laboured 

under a defpondency which admitted of no con­

folation, jumped overboard in a fit of delirium, 

and inftantly funk. The cutter at this time waif 

going through the water fo faft, and the oars 

being la!hed to the gunwale, it would have been 

impoffible to attempt to fave him, even had 

he floated. One of the other prifoners in the 

jolly-boat became fo outrageous, that it was 

found neceffary to lath him to the bpttom of the 

boat. 
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The melancholy fate of the poor Captain1 
whom I had learnt to efieem, affecled me at 

firft more fenfibly, perhaps, than any other pel'­

fon; for on the day on which I was making the 

diftribution in the boats, and was confidering in 

which I thould place him, he came to me with 

tears in his eyes, to implore me not to leave him 

to perith with the wreck: I afftlred him that I 

never had entertained fuch an idea; that as I had 

been the accidental caufe of his misfortunes, I 

would endeavour to make his fituation as cafy as 

I could, and that, as we were all expofed to the 

fame danger, we would furvive or periih to­

gether. This affnrance, and the hope of being 

fpeedily exchanged, if ever we reached the land, 

operated for a while in quieting his mind; but 

his fortitude foon forfook him, and the raw 

fpirits to which he had not been accnfiomed, pro. 

ducing in him the moil: dreadful intoxicating ef­

fects, hurried on the fatal event. 

We were all deeply affecled by this circom~ 

fiance; the moft trifling accident or difappoint • 

. ment was [ufficient to render our irritable ftate 
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lDorepai-nful; and I was fcized with fuch melan. 

choly, that I loa all recollection of my fituation 

for maNY hours. a violent fhivering had feized 

me, which returned at intervals; and as I had 

refl:lfed all fuuenance, my fiate was very alarm­

ing: towards night I enjoyed, for the firfi time, 

three or four hours found f1eep, a perfpiration 

came on, and I awoke as from a dream, ftee 

from delirium, but painfully alive to ail the 

horrors that furrounded me. 

The (ea continued to break over the boats fo 

much, that thofe who had force enough, were 

obliged to bale without intermiffion. Thofe who 

fat in the fiern of the cutter were (0 confined, 

that it was difficult for anyone to put his hand 

into his pocket, and the greater part of the crew 

lay in water upon the boat's bottom. 

The return of dawn brought us no relief but. 

its light. The fun had never cheered us but once 

during the whole of our perilous voyage; and 

thofe who had a few hours of interrupted fleep, 

E 
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awoke to all the confcioufnefs of wretchedneC,. 

and mifery. 

A very heavy gale of wind came on from the 

fouthward, with fo tremendous a fea, that the 

greatea vigilance was neceirary in managing the 

helm, as the flightefi deviation would have broach­

ed the boats to, and confequently muft have hur­

ried on our defiruction. We fcudded before, it ex~ 

pecting every returning wave to overwhelm us; 

but, through the providence of Almighty God, we 

weathered the fiorm, which began to abate to­

wards night. We had nearly run the difiance we 

had fuppofed ourfelves from St. John's; but, 

owing to the thicknefs of the fog, we were pre. 

vented from difcerning to any great extent. 

Towards evening we paired feveraI pieces of 

rock-weed, and foon after Captain Thomas faw 

the wing of a Hackdown, an aquatic bird 

that frequents the coafi: of Newfoundland, and 

is much eaten by the fiihermen. This event 

afforded us great hopes of our approaching the: 
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land; and all hands were eagerly employed in 

obferving what paired the boats. About this time 

a beautiful white bird, web-footed, and not un­

like a dove in fize and plumage,hovered over the 

matt-head of the cutter; and notwiththnding the 

pitching of the boat, it frequently attempted to 

perch on it, and continued fluttering there until 

dark. Trifling as this circum fiance may appear, 

it was confidered by us aU as a propitious 

omen. 

The impreffive manner in which it left us, 

and returned to gladden us with its prcfence, 

awakened in us a fuperfiitiol1, to which failors 

are at all times faid to be prone: we indulged 

ourfelves on this occafion, with the mott confo­

latory afi'urances, that the fame Hand which had 

provided this folace to our dillreires, would extri­

cate us from the danger that furrounded us. 

There being every reafon to conclude ourfeJ\Tes 

well in with the land, the few that were able to 

move, were now called upon to make a Iaft ef­

fQrt to rave their lives by rowing, and taking 

B:1 



advantage of the little breeze we thenhad.H was 

firongly urged to them, that, if the wind ihould 

come off the !hore in the morning, and drive us 

to leeward, all efforts to regain it might then be 

too late; as, independent of our feeble frate, the 

provifions, with every economy, could not laft 

more than two days; and tbat the water, which 

had as yet remained untouched (excepting in the 

inftances before mentioned), could not hold out 

much longer. We had now been fix days and 

nights, conf1.antly wet and cold, without any 

other fuftenance than a quarter of a bifcuit and 

one wine.glafsof fluid for twenty-four hours. 

The men who had appeared totally indifferent 

as to their fate, fummoned up refolution, and as 

many as were capable of moving from the bottom 

of the boats, applied to the oars. 

MOllday, itl;. As the day dawned,thcfogbecame 

fo thick, that we could not fee very far from the 

boat. During the night we bad been under the 

ncceffity of cafting off the jolly-boat's tow-rope, 

-to induce her crew to exert themfelves by row-

-ing. We again loft fightof-her, and T perceived 
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-that tbis -unlucky accident was beginning to ex:­

cite great uneafinefs among us. 'We were now 

fo reduced, that the maa trifling remark, or ex­

clamation, agitated us very mllch. I therefore 

found it neceffary to caution the people againfr 

being deceived by the appearance of land, or 

calling out till we v.rere quite cOilvinced of its 

reality, more efpecially as fog-banks are oftell 

mifiaken for land. Several of the poor fellows. 

however, repeatedly exclaimed they heard break­

ers, others the firing of guns; and the founds we 

did hear ref em bled the latter [0 much, that 1 

concluded fame vella had got on !hore, and was 

making fignals of difirers: the noire afterwards 

proved to be the blowing of whales, of which we 

faw a great number. 

Soon after daylight, the fun rofe III view for 

the fecond time iince we quitted the wreck. It 
is worthy of remark, that during the period of 

feven days, that ',\ e were ill the boats, we never 

had an opportunity of taking an ob[ervation, 

either of the (un, moon, or !tars, nor of drying 

our clothes. The fog at length beginning to dif~ 
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perCe, we inftantIy caught a glimp(e of the land~ 

within a mile difiance, between Kettle Cove and 

Wand Cove, in Conception Bay, fourteen leagues 

from the harbour of St. John's. Almofi at the 

faille moment we had the inexpreffible fatisfac­

tion to difcover the jolly-boat, and a fchooner 

in ihore ftanding off towards us. 

I willi it were poffible for me to defcribe our 

(cnfations at this interefiing moment. From the 

conaant watching and fatigue, and from the 

languor and depreffion ariiing from our exhauft­

ed frate, fuch accumulated irritability was 

brought on, that the joy of a fpeedy relief af­

feeted us all in a mofr remarkable way: many 

burft into tears, fame looked at each other with 

a frupid flare, as if doubtful of the reality of 

what they [aw; feveral were in fuch a lethargic 

Hate, that no'Aconfolation, no animating lan­

guage, could roufe them to exertion. 

At this affeeting period, though overpowered 

by my own feelings, and imprdfed with the re­

colletl:ion of our fufferings, and the fight of fo 
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many deplorable objeBs, I propofed to offer up 

our folemn thanks to Heaven for our miraculous 

deliverance. Everyone cheerfully affented; and 

as foon as I opened the Prayer Book (w hich r had 

fecured the laft time I went down to my cabin), 

there was an univerfal filence; a fpirit of devo­

tion was fo fingularly manifefted on this occa­

iion, that to the benefits of a religious fenCe in 

uncultivated minds, muft be afcribed that dif­

cipline, good order, and exertion, which even 

the fight of land could learcely produce. 

The fervice being over, the people requefied 

to have a pint of grog each; but, fearful of the 

confequences of fuch an indulgence, I mixed 

fome rum and water very weak, and diitributed 

to everyone a fmall quantity. 

Thefchooner being now within hail, and hav­

ing made our fituation known, the hove to, and 

received llS on board; our boats being taken in 

tow. The men could now with difficulty be 

reftrained from taking large and rq)l:'ated 

draughts of water, ill confequcnce of which, fc-
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veral felt great inconvenience from the fudden 

dii1ention of tbeir fiomachs; but, by being after­

wards marc cautious, no other bad effeCts fol­

lowed. 

The wind having blown with great violence 

from off the coaft, we did not reach the landing­

place at I11and Cove till four o'clock in the 

evenmg. All the women and children in the 

village, with two or three fi:lbermen (the refl of 

ihe men being aMent), came down to the beach, 

and appearing deeply affeCted at our wretched 

fituation, afIifted in lifting us out of the veifel, 

and afterwards in carrying us up the craggy 

rocks.; over which we were obliged to pafs, to 

get to their habitations. 

It was a rno!! fortunate circumflance for USt 

that we fell in with the land about Ifland Cove; 

a very few miles further to the northward, the 

coaft is inacceillble, and lined with dangerous 

reef& of rocks, which, if we had feen them i-n 

the night, we :lbould have pu:lbed fo-r; for our 

:filuation having become fo dcfperate, I had re. 
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fulved to land at the firfi place we could make: 

in that cafe we mufi all have perithed. 

The different fithing-huts were conflruCted of 

pine logs. The three ladies, Colonel Cooke, Captain 

Thomas, the Mafier, and myfelf, were conduCted 

to the houfe of Mr. Lilly, a planter, who received 

us with great attention and humanity. This fmall 

village afforded neither medical aid nor frefu 

provifions, of which we flood fo much in need; 

potatoes and fait fifh being the only food of the 

inhabitants. I determined, therefore, to lofe no 

time in proceeding to St. John's, having hired a 

{mall fchooner for that purpofe. On the 7th of 

July we embarked in three divifions, placing the 

moft infirm in the fchooQcr; the mafj:er's mate 

having charge of the cutter, and the boatfwain 

of the jolly-boat: but fuch was the exhaufied 

ftate of nearly the whoJe party, that the day was 

confiderably advanced before we could get under 

weigh. 

At two P. M. made fail with the jolly-boat irJ. 

to w, and the cutter in company, and ftqod along 

F 
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the coafl: of Newfoundland with a favourable 

breeze. Towards dufk it came on to blow hard in 

fqualls off the land, when we loft :fight of the 

cutter, and we were obliged foon after to come 

to anchor, outfide of st. John's harbour. We 

were under great apprehenfions for the cutter's 

fafety, as the had no grapne1, and left ihe. 

1hould be driven out to (ea: but at daylight we 

perceived her and the fchooner entering the har" 

bour; the cutter, as we afterwards learnt, having 

had the good fortune to fall in with a :fi!hing 

verla, to which they made faft during tho 
night. 

The ladies, Colonel Cooke, Captain 'Thomas,_ 

and myfelf, conduCted by Mr. Lilly in the jolly" 

boat, having left the fchooner when !he anchor­

ed, notwithflanding the hadnefs, as well as ex .. 

heme darknets of the night, reached the !hore 

about midnight "\IVe wander€d for fame time 

about the fireeis, there being 110 hou[e open at 

that late hour; but were at length admitted into 

a fmall haufe, where wepaffed the remainder of 

the night 011 chairs, there being but one. miCer .. 

able bed for the ladies. 
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Rarly ori tl'ie following day, our Circum!tances 

being macl<! known, hundteds of people crowded 

down to the landing-place: nothing could ex­

ceed theit furprife, on feeing the boats that had 

carried nine-and-twenty perfdns fuch a difiance 

Over a boifterous fea; and when they beheld fo 

many miferable object's, they could not conceal 

their emotions of pity arid concern. 1 waited on 

Brigadier-general Skei'rit, who commanded the 

garrifdnj and who immediafely, upon being in­

formed of OUr fituation, ordered down a party of 

foldiers to take the people out of the boats, and 

with the utmofi kindnefs and humanity direct­

ed beds and every neceffary article to be pre­

pared for the crew. 

The greaten circumfpeClion \vas found need':.. 

(ary in adminiftering nouriihment to the men. 

Several of the crew were fo much froft-bit· 

ten, as to require confiant furgical affiftance; 

and it was determined they ihould continue at 

St. John's, until they were in a fit fiate to be 

tranfported to Halifax: I hired a fchooner for 

that purpofe. 

F2 
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Being anxious to return to England, I engag­

ed the cabin of a fmall veifel bound to Oporto , 

and on the IIth of July I embarked with Mrs. 

Fellowes, Colonel Cooke, Captain Thomas,Mr. 

Bargus the mafier, and the Colonel's fervant, 

who, during tbe voyage home, loft feveral of his 

toes, in confequence of what he had [uffered. 

The mailer's mate was left in charge of the 

fbip's company, and was directed to conduCt: 

them to Halifax; whence they would be en­

abled to return by the firft opportunity to theil' 

own country. 

After taking leave of our ho[pitable friends at 

St. John's, and after recommending to their pro­

tection the companions of our hardfhips, we put 

t~ fea with favourable '\Heather. During a voy­

age of fifteen days we had a few difficulties to 

encounter, fuch as pumping continually, the 

veifel having [prung a leak in a gale of wind; and 

we were obliged to throw overboard a confider­

able quantity of her cargo of [alt·fifh. 

0n the 26th of July we fell in with an 

American ihip, the Briftol Trader, of New 

3 
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York •. The owner, Mr. William Cowley, being 

told our diflreffed ntuation, and that we bad 

bee.n fhipwrecked, immediately hove to, and, 

with a benevolence and humanity that will ever 

reflect the highefl honour on his charaCl:er, re­

ceived us on board, and brought us fafe to 

Briaol; where we had the happinefs to arrive on 

the 3d of Auguft. 

Names of the Ship's Company, &c. of his Mzjejfy's 
Packet LADY HOBART, Javed by the Boats. 

Names. Station. 

William Dored Fellowes, Eeq. Commander. 
~1r. Samuel Bargus, MaUer. 
Mr. Robert Jenkins, Mafter's Mate. 
Peter Germain, Gunner. 
Benjamin Saule, Eoatfwain. 
John Gard, Carpenter. 
Francis Lambrick, Sail-maker. 
Thomas Bell, Ship's Cook. 
Edward Roberts, Captain's Steward. 
Richard Harris, Do. Servant. 
J<;llir;t Harris, Seaman. 

" Jobn Andrew, Do. 
John Anderfoo) Do. 
P. Martin, Do. 
loba Tipper, Do. 



Name,. 

Wmiam Trigido. 
ChriHian M'Cleaver, 
John \Vatfon, 
Timothy Donohough, 
Richard Pierce,. 
Charles Roffe, 

G. GofIin, 
V. Fran~ois, 

P qffi:ngers. 

Sfatien. 

Seaman. 
Do. 
Do. 
Invalided Seaman. 
Do. 
French Prifoner of 

War, afterwards 
drowned. 

Do. 
Do. 

Mrs. Scott, MiiS Cotenham, Mrs. Fellowes, 
Lieutenant-colonel Cooke, and Captain Richard 
Thomas of the Navy. 

THE END. 
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THE PERILOUS $ITUATION 
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The following LOYAL ADDRESSES are publijhed 611 
JOHN STOCKDALE, 181, Piccadilly, and are particularly 
recommended for Diflribution throughout Great Britain 
and Ireland. They may a?fo be had in any Quantities 
from all thl! Country Bookfelle1·s. 

J. Invafion.-Scene of a Play} , 
With charaCieri/lie Prints. 

:I. ----.-Scene ~d of a Play 
3. Corporal Trim on the Inyafion. 
4. John Bull to Brother Patrick in Ireland. 
5; Declaration of the City, with Bofanquet's Spee!;h. 
6. Rise in Defence of your Country. 
7. Letter to the Volunteers. 
8. To the Inhabitants of the Brilifu Ines. 
9. To the United Kingdom. 

lO. Matracre of Grenada. 
11. Solemn' Appeal to the Britith Nation. 
I z. Rev. Gerrard Andrewes's AddreCs. 

The above Price ld. each, or 61. per Hundred. 

Alfo 
Abridgment of the Po(l:fcript to Hunter's Vin. ') 
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Speech of R. B. Sheridan, Efq. 
Ii few Fatt. to thew the Ambition of France. Jf

l Sub(lance of Mr. Pitt's celebrated Speech. 
The Speech of Earl Moira. 

Price 6d. each,a,' 
4S. per dozen. 

Vindication of tl\e Caufe of Great Britain. By W. H,unter, Efq. Sf. 

l::andid Appeshd Public Confidence. By T. M. Moore, Efq. Price u. 
Vindication of Europe, by Gentz. H 6d. " 
A Sk~tch of all the lnvations of the Britith Illes, frol)l the Landing or 

William the Conqueror to. the p.refent Time; with a colou.red Chart, 
on which every Attempt," delineated. Second Ed.t. Price %1.6". 

~elleCtions on the prefent Critis of Public Affairs. By Charles 
Tweedie, Efq. Price 2,. 

Germanic Empire reduced into Departments. Price ;s. 6d. 
Bonaparte's Correfpondence during the Negotiation for Peace. u.6J. 
Corl'efl'ondence between the Governments of Great Briloin an4 

France, fllbfeqllent 10 the: Treaty of Amiens. Price 2J. 6d. 
Ditto, Part 11. Price IS. ' 

WoodfaWsParliamentaty Regiaerfor 180Z...,No. 1 to 4" II. each. 
The Importance of Egypt and Malta. By Col. Mark Wood, M. P. 

in 4to. with a Map. Price 5S' in boards. 
~en. Lloyd's Rhapfodyon the Defence of England, with a Map. 2s.M. 
Thoughts on. the French InvaJion. By Gen. Dumoll~ier, 4to. with a 

Map. Prtce IS. 6d. 

h tiO'iNE1.1., Ptwtet, 
I .• ltle Queen S~c~t. HolbOfu. 


	978-1-4591-5242-7_0001
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0002
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0003
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0004
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0005
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0006
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0007
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0008
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0009
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0010
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0011
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0012
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0013
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0014
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0015
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0016
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0017
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0018
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0019
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0020
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0021
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0022
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0023
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0024
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0025
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0026
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0027
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0028
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0029
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0030
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0031
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0032
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0033
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0034
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0035
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0036
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0037
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0038
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0039
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0040
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0041
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0042
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0043
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0044
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0045
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0046
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0047
	978-1-4591-5242-7_0048

