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TO THE 

K I N G. 

SIR, 

I ESTEEM myfelf highly honoured in 
being permitted to dedicate and prefent 

the Life of CAPTAIN JAMES COOK to Your 
Majefty. It was owing to Your Majefty's 
Royal patronage and bounty, that this illuf
trious Navigator was enabled to execute 
thofe vaft undertakings, and to make thofe 
extraordinary difcoveries, which, have con
tributed fo much to the reputation 'of the 
Britifh empire, apd have refleaed fuch pecu
liar glory on Your Majefty's reign. W ith
'out Your Majefty's munificence and en
couragement, the world would have re
tnained deftitute of that immenfe light which 
has been thrown on geography, navigation, 

and 
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and the moil: important fciences. To Your 
Majeil:y, therefore, a Narrative of the Life 
and Actions of Captain Cook is with par
ticular propriety addretfed. . 

I t is impoffible, on this occafion, to a
void extending my thoughts to the other 
noble infiances in which Your Majefiy's
liberal proteCl:ion of fcience and literature 
'has been difplayed. Your Majefiy began 
Your reign in a career fo glorious to princes: 
and wonderful has been the increafe· of 
knowledge and -tafie in this country. The 
improvements in philofophical fcience, and 

'·particularly in afironomy; the exertions of 
experimental and chemical enquiry, the ad
vancement of natural hifiory, the progrefs 
and perfection of the polite arts, and the 
valuable compofitions that have been pro
duced in every department of learning, 
have correfponded with Your Majefty's 

. gracious willies and encouragement, and 

have 
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have rendered the name of Britain famous 
in every quarter of the globe. If there be 
any perfons who, in thefe refpeCts, would 
depreciate the prefent times, in com pari
fon with thofe which have preceded them, 
it may fafely be a{[erted that fuch per
fons have_ not duly attended to the hiftory' 
of literature. The courfe of Iny ftudies 
has enabled me to fpeakwith fome con
fidence on the fubjeCt; and to fay, that. 
Your Majefty's reign is eminentl y diftin
guifhed by . one, of the greatefl: glories that 
can belong to a monarch. 

Knowledge and virtue con!l:itute the chief 
happinefs of a ~a.tio~T: and it is devoutly to 
be wifhed that ~the -virtu~ of this country 
were equal to its k~owledge. If it be not 
fo, this does not arife from the want of 
an illuflrious example in the perfon of Your 
Majefty, and that of Y ou~ Royal ConfortI 
The pattern which is fet by the King and 

~een 

.. 
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~een of Great Britain, of thofe qualities 
which are the trueft ornaments and felici
ties of life,. affords a ftrong incitement to 
the imitation of the fame excellencies; and 
cannot fail of contributing to the more ex
ten five prevalence. of that "moral conducl:' 
on which the welfare of fociety fo greatly 
depends. . 

That Your Majefty may poifefsevery 
felicity in Your Royal Perfon and Family, 
and enjoy a long and profperous reign, over 
an enlightened, a free, . and a happy people, 
is the fincere and ardent prayer of, ' 

SIR, 
YO.UR MAJES.TY'S MOST FAITHFUL, 

AND MOST OBEDIENT, 

SUBJECT AND SERVANT" 

Crown .Street, Wefiminfter, 
June "3, 1788. 

ANDRE.W KIPPIS. 
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AL THO UGH I have often appeared before 
the Public as a writer, I never did it with 

fo much diffidence and anxiety as on the pre[ent 
occafion. This arifes from the peculiar nature of' 
the work in which I have now engaged. A N ar
rative of the Life of Captain Cook mull: princi
pally confill: of the voyages and di[coveries he 
made, and the difficulties and dangers to which 
he was expofed. The private incidents· concerning 
him, though collected with the utmoll: diligence, 
can never compare, either in number or import
ance, with his public tran[aCtions. His public tran[
actions are the· things that mark the man, that 
difplay his mind and his character; ana, therefore, 
they are the grand objeds to which the atten
tion of his biographer mull: be direCted. How
ever, the right conduct of this bufine[s is a point 
of no fmall difficulty and embarrafi"ment. The 
queftion will frequently arife, How far the detail 

b lhould 
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ihould be extended?' There is a danger, on the 
one 'hand, of being carried to an undue length,. 
and of enlarging, more than is needful, on faCts 
which may be thought already fufficiently kn.o~n; 
and, on the other hand, of giving fuch a Jejune 
account, and fuch a flight enumeration, of import
ant events, as thall difappoint the willies and ex
peCtations of the reader. Of the two extremes, 
the la.fi: [eems to be that which fhould moR: be 
avoided; . for, unlefs what Captain "Cook performed, 
and what he encountered, be related fomewhat at 
large, his ·Life would be imperfeCtly reprefented to 
the world. The proper medium appears to be, to 
bring forward the things in which he was perfo
nally concerned, and. to pafs flightly over other 
matters. Even here it is fcarcely poffible, nor 
would it be defirable, to. avoid the introduCtion 
of forne of the mof\: {hiking circumfiances which re
late to the new countries and inhabitants that were 
vifited by OUf great Navigator; fince thefeconfii
tute a part of the knowledge and benefit derived 
from his undertakings. Whether I have been fo 
happy as to- preferve the due medium, I prefume 
not to determine. I have been anxious to do it 
without always being able fully to fatisfy my ow~ 

Inind 
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mind that I have fucceeded; on which account I 
{hall not be furprized if different -opinions Ihould 
be formed on the fubjeCt. In that cafe, all that 
I can offer in my own defence will be, that I 
have aCted to the beft of my judgment. At any 
rate, I flatter myfelf with the hope of having pre
fented to the Public, a work not wholly uninter
efting or unentertaining. Thofe who are be11:ac
quainted with Captain Cook's expeditions, may be 
pleafed with reviewing them in a more compen
dious form, and with having his aCtions placed _ in 
a clofer point of view, in confequence of their 
being divefted of the minute nautical and other 
details, which were effentially nece{fary in the 
voyages at large. As to thofe perfons, if there be 

. any, who have hitherto obtained but an imperfect 
knowledge of what was done and di[covered by 
this illuftrious man, they t will not be offended 
with the length of the. following narrative. 

In various refpects, new information will be 
found in the prefent performance; and other things, 
which were lefs perfectly known before, are fet in 
a clearer and fuller light. This, I truft, will appear 
in the firft, third, fifth, and feventh chapters. It 
may be obferved, likewife, that the frefh matter 

b 2 now 
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now communicated is of the moft authentic kind, 
and derived from the mof\: refpedable fources. My 
obligations of this nature are, indeed, very great, 
and call for my warmdl gratitude. The dates and 
faCts relative to Captain Cook's different promotions 
are taken from the books of the Admiralty, by the 
direCtion of the noble Lord who is at the head of 
that Board, and the favour of Mr. Stephens. I ell1-
brace with pleafure this opportunity of mentioning, 
that, in the courfe ,of my life, I have experienced, in 
feveral inftances, LORD HOWE'S condefcending and fa
vourable attention. To MR. STEPHENS I am indebted 
for -other communications bdides thofe which con
cet:n the times of Captain Cook's preferments, and 
for his general readinefs in forwarding the defign of 
the prefent work. The EARL OF SANDWICH, the great 
patron of our Navigator, and the principal mover in 
his mighty undertakings, has honoured me with [orne 
important information concerning hiln, efpecially with 
regard to the circumftances which preceded his laft 
voya~e. .To SIR HUGH PALLISER'S zeal for the inen10ry 
of hIS ffIend I frand particularly obliged. From a 
large communication with which he ,vas fo good as 
to favour me, I have derived very material intelli
gence, as will appear in the courfe of the narrative , 

and 



PRE F - ACE. 

and efpecially in the firft chapter. In the fame chapter 
are fome facts which I received from ADMIRAL GRAVES, 
through the hands of the Reverend DR. DOUGLAS, 
now Bifhop of Carlifle, whofe admirable Introduction 
to the Voyage to the Pacific Ocean muft be- of the 
mofi ·effential fervice to every writer of the Life of 
Captain Cook. The Captain's al!liable and worthy 
WIDOW, who is held in jufi efteem by all his friends, 
has given me an account of feveral domeftic circum
fiances. I Ihould be deficient in gratitude, were I 
here to omit the name of MR. SAMWELL: for, though 
what is inferted from him in this work has already 
been laid before the public, it fhould be remembered, 
that, through the interpofition of our common friend, 
the Reverend MR. GREGORY, it was originally written 
for my ufe, and. freely configned to my difpo[al; and 
that it was at my particular infiance and requefi that 
it was feparately printed. My obligations to other 
Gentlemen will be Inentioned in their proper places. 

But my f\.cknowledgments are, above all, due to 
SIR JOSEPH BANKS, Prefident of the Royal Society, for 
the interefi he has taken in the prefent publication. 
It was in confequence of his advice, that it was given 
. to the' world in the form which it now bears; and his 
affiftance has been invariable through every part of 

the 
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the undertaking. To him the JufpeClioll of the whole 
has been fubmitted; and to ~him it is owing, that the 
work is, in many refp~as~~ far more complete than it,. 

, ,~. 

would otherwife have been. The exertions of zeal and 
friend ihip, I have been fo happy as to experience from 
him in writing the Life of Captain Cook, have corre
fponded with that ardour which SIR JOSEPH BANKS is 
always ready to difplay in promoting whatever he 
judges to be fubfervient to the cau[e of [cie~ce and 
literature. 

CO N-
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CHAPTER THE FIRST. 

The Hfjlory of Captain Cook's Life previoujly to his jirjJ 
Voyag-e round the 'Yorld. 

CAP T A IN James Cook had no claim to diftinCl:ion 
on account of the luftre of his birth, or the dignity 

of his anceftors. His father, James Cook, who from 
his dialect is fuppofed to have been a Northumbrian, was 
in the humble ftation of a fervant in hu{bandry, and 
married a woman of the fame rank with himfelf, whofe 
chriftian name was Grace. Both of them were noted in 
their neighbourhood for their· honefty, fobriety, and 
diligence. They firft lived at a village called Morton, 
and then removed to Marton, another village in the 
North-riding of Yorkfuire, fituated in the high road 

B from 
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from Gifbrough, in Cleveland, to Stockton upon Tees, in 
the county of Durham, at the diftance of fix miles from 
each of thefe towns. At Marton Captain Cook was born, 
on the 27th of OCtober, 1728 ,\;; and, agreeably to the 
cuftom of the Vicar of the parifh, whofe practice it was 
to baptize infants foon after their birth, he was baptized 
on the 3d of November following. He was one of nine 
children, all of whOln are now dead, excepting a daugh
ter, who married a fiiherman at Redcar: The firft ru
diments of young Cook's education were received by 
him at Marton, where he was taught to read by Dame 
Walker, the fchool-miftrefs of the village. When he 
was eight years of age, his father, in confequence of 
the charaCter he had obtained for induftry , frugality, 
and ikill in huibandry, had a little promotion beftowed 
upon him, which was that of being appointed head fer
vant, or hind t, to a farm belonging to the late Thomas 
Skottow, Efq. called Airy Holme, near Great Ayton. To 
this place, therefore, he removed with his family t; and 
his fon James, at Mr. Skottow's expence, was put to a. 
day fchool in A yton, where he was inftruCled in writing,. 
and in a few of the firft rules of arithmetic. 

Before he was thirteen years of age, he was bound 
an apprentice to Mr. William Sanderfon, a haberdafher, 
or 1hopkeeper, at Staiths, a confiderable fifhingtown, 
about ten miles north of Whitby. This employment, 

'* The mud houfe in which Captain Cook drew his firfr breath is pulled down, and 
no veftiges of it are now remaining • 

• 
t This is the name which, in that part of the country, is given to the head fervant 

()r bailiff, of a farm. ' 

t Mr. Cook, fenior, £pent the clofe of his life with his daughter, at Redcar, and is 
~pofed to have been about eighty-five years of age when he died. 

however, 
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however, was very unfuitable to young Cook's difpofi
tion. The fea was the objeCt of his inclination; and his 
paffion for it could not avoid being ftrengthened by the 
fituation of the town in which he was placed, and the 
manner of life of the perfons with whom he muft fre
quently converfe. Some difagreement having happened 
between hinl and his mafier, he obtained his difcharge, and 
foon after bound himfelf for feven years to Meffrs. John 
and Henry Walker, of Whitby, Quakers by religious profef
fion, and principal owners of the fhip Free-love, and of 
another veffel, both of which were conftantly employed in 
the coal trade. The greateft part of his apprenticefhip was 
fpent on board the Free-love. After he was out of his time 
he continued to ferve in the coal and oth~r branches of 
trade (though chiefly in the former) in the capacity of 
a common failor; till, at length, he was raifed to be 
mate of one of Mr. John Walker's fhips. During this 
period it is not recollected that he exhibited any thing 
very .peculiar, either in his abilities or his conduCt; 
though there can be no doubt but that he had gained 
a confiderable degree of knowledge in the practical part 
of navigation, and that his attentive and fagacious mind 
was laying up a ftore of obfervations which would be 
ufeful to him in future life 'i<. 

In the fpring of the year 1755, when hoftilities broke out 
between England and France, and there was a hot prefs 
for feamen, Mr. Cook happened to be in the river 

'* From the regifter of the parifu-of Marton; from the account given by fome inha
bitantsof the parifh i and from the information of Jackron, Efq. of Nor
manby, Yorkfhire, in a letter to Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart. prefident of the Roval 
Society. . • 

B 2 Thames 
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Thanles with the fhip to which he belonged. At firft 
he concealed himfelf, to avoid being preffed; but reflect. 
ing that it might be difficult, notwithftan?ing all his 
vigilance, to elude difcovery or efcape purfult, he det<:r
mined, upon farther confideration, to enter voluntanly 
into his Majefty's fervice, and to take his future fortune 
in the Royal Navy. Perhaps he had fome prefage in 
his own mind, that by his activity and exertions he might 
rife confiderably above his prefent fituation. Accord
ingly, he went to a rendezvous at Wapping, and entered 
with an officer of the Eagle man of war, a fhip of fixty 
guns, at that time commanded by Captain Hamer. To 
this ihip Captain (now Sir Hugh) Pallifer was appointed, 
in the month of October, 1755; and when he took the 
command, found in her James Cook,. whom he foon dif
tinguifhed to be an able, active, and diligent, feaman. 
All the officers fpoke highly in his favour, and the Cap
tain was fo well pleafed with his behaviour, that he gave 
him every encouragement which lay in his power. 

In the courfe of fome time, Captain Pallifer received a 
letter from Mr. Oibaldefion, then Member of Parliament 
for Scarborough, acquainting him that feveral neighbours 
of his had folicited him to Write in favour of one Cook, 
on board the Captain's .fhip. They had heard that Cap
tain Pallifer had taken notice of him, and they requefted 
if h: thought Cook deferving of it, that he would poin~ 
out In what manner Mr. Ofbaldefton might beft contri
bute h~s afiiftance towa~ds :orw~rding the young man's 
promotIOn. The Captam, In h1s reply, did juilice to 
Cook's merit; but, as he had been only a iliort ti~e in 
the Navy, informed Mr. Ofbaldeilon that he could not 
be promoted as a commiffion officer. A Mailer's war-

raItt, 
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rant, Captain Pallifer added, might perhaps be procured 
for Mr. Cook, by which he would be raifed to a ftation 
that he was well qualified to difcharge with ability and 
credit *. 

Such a warrant he obtained on the loth of May, 1759, 
for the Grampus floop; but the proper Mafter having 
unexpectedly returned to her, the appointment did not 
take place. Four days after he was made Mafter of the 
Garland; when, upon enquiry, it was found that he could 
not join her, as the fhip had already failed. On the next 
day, the 15th of May, he was appointed to the Mercury t. 
Thefe quick and fucceffive appointments ihew that his 
intereft was ftrong, and that the intention to ferve him 
was real and effectual. 

The deftination of the Mercury was to North America, 
where fhe joined the fleet under the command of Sir 
Charles Saunders, which, in conjunction with the land 
forces under General Wolfe, was engaged in the fa
mous fiege of Quebec. During that fiege, a difficult 
and dangerous fervice was neceifary to be performed. 
This was to take the fou~dings in the channel of the 
river St. Lawrence,. between the ifiand of Orleans and 
the north fhore, direttly in the front of the French 
fortified camp at Montmorency and Beauport, in order 
to enable the Admiral to place fhips againft the enemy's 
batteries, and to cover our army on a general attack, 
which the heroic Wolfe intend~d to make on the camp. 
Captain Pallifer, in confequence of his acquaintance with 

. Mr. Cook's fagacity and refolution, recomluended hinl 

"* From the information of Sir Hugh Pallifer. 

t From the books of the Admiralty. 

to 
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to the fervice'; and he performed it in the nloft ~on1-
plete manner. In this bufinefs he was employed dur
ing the night-time, for feveral nights together. At 
length he was difcovered by the enemy, who collected 
a great number of Indians and canoes, in a wood near 
the water-fide, which were launched in the night, for 
the purpofe of furrounding him, and cutting :him off. 
On this occafion, he had a very narrow ·efcape. He ,vas 
obliged to Tun for it, and pufhed on fhore on the B1and 
of Orleans, near the guard of the Englifh hofpital. Some 
of the Indians entered at the ftern of the boat, as Mr. 
Cook leaped out at the bow; and the boat, which \vas a 
barge belonging to one of the fhips of war, was carried 
away in triumph. However, he furnifhed the Adn1iral 
with as correCt _and complete a draught of the channel 
and ,foundings as could have been made after our coun
trymen were in poffeflion of Quebec. Sit Hugh Pal
lifer has good reafon to believe, that before this time 
~Mr. Cook had fcarcely ever ufed a pencil, and that he 
knew nothing of drawing. But fnch was his capacity, 
that he fpeedily made himfelf mafrer of every objeCt 
to which he applied his attention. 

Another important fervice was performed by Mr. 
Cook while the fleet continued in the river of St. Law
rence. The navigation of that river is exceedingly' dif ... 
ficult and hazardous. It was particularly fo to the En
glifh, who were then in a great meafure ilrangers to this 
part of North America, and who had no chart, on the 
correCl:nefs of which they could depend. It was, there
fore, ordered by the Admiral, that Mr. Cook fhould be 
em~loyed t~ furvey thofe parts of the river, below Quebec, 
WhICh naVIgators had experienced to be attended with 

peculiar 
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peculiar difficulty and danger; and he executed the bufi
nefs with the fame diligence and ikill of which he had al
ready afforded fo happy a fpecimen. When he had finiihed 
the undertaking, his chart of the river St. Lawrence was 
publiihed, with foundings, and direCtions for failing in 
that river. Of the accuracy and utility of this chart it 
is fufficient to fay, that it hath never fince been found 
neceffary to publifh any other. One which has appeared 
in France is only a copy of our author's, on a reduced 
fcale. 

After the expedition at Quebec, Mr. Cook, by warrant 
from Lord Colvill, was appointed, on the 22d of Septem
ber, Mafter of the Northumberland man of war, the fhip 
in which his lordihip ihid, in the following winter, as 
Commodore, with the command of a fquadron at Ha
lifax. In this ftation Mr. Cook's behaviour did not fail 
to gain him the efteem and friendihip of his commander. 
During the leifure which the feafon of winter afforded 
him, he employed his time in the acquifition of fuch 
knowledge as eminently qualified him for future fervice. 
It was at Halifax that he firft read Euclid, and applied 
himfelf to the ftudy of aftronomy and other branches 
of fcience. The books of which he had the affiftance 
were few in number; but his induftry enabled him to 
fupply many defeCts, and to 111ake a progrefs far fupe
rior to what could be expeCted from the advantages he 
enjoyed ";<. 

While Mr. Cook was Mafter of the Northumberland 
under Lord Colvill, that ihip came to Newfoundland, in 
September, 1762, to affift in the recapture of the ifland 

* From the information of Sir Hugh Pallifer. 
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from the French, by the forces under the command ,of 
Lieutenant Colonel Amherfr. When the ifland was.rec?
vered, the Englifh fleet fraid fome days at Placentia, In 
order to put it in a more complete ftate of defence. D~r
ing this time Mr. Cook manifefred a diligence ~n ~ urveYIog 
the harbour and heights of the place, WhICh arrefted 
the notice of Captain (now Admiral) Graves, Commander' 
of the Antelope, and Governor of Newfoundland. The 
Governor was hence induced to aik Cook a variety of 
queftions, from the anfwers to which he was led to en
tertain a very favourable opinion of his abilities. This 
opinion was increafed, the more he fa w of Mr. Cook's 
conduCt.; who, wherever they went, continued to difplay 
the moft unremitting attention to every object that re
lated to the knowledge of the coaft, and which was calcu
lated to facilitate the practice of navigation. The efteen1 
which Captain Graves had conceived for him, was con
finned by the teftimonies to his character that were given 
by all the officers under whom he ferved ->i~. 

In the latter end of 1762, Mr. Cook returned to Eng
land; and, on the 21ft of December, in the fame year, 
married, at Barking in Effex, Mifs Elizabeth Batts f, an 
amiable and deferving woman, who was juftly entitled 
to, and enjoyed his tendereft regard and affection. But 
his ftation in life, and the high duties to which he was 
called, did not permit him to partake of matrimonial 
felicity without many and very long interruptions. 

Early in the year of 1763, after the peace with France 
and Spain was concluded, it was determined that Captain 

• From a paper of Admiral Graves's, communicated by the Rev Dr D 1 
B'lh f C I'n • • oug as, now 1 op 0 ar 1 e. 

t .From the information of Mrs. Cook. 

Graves 
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Graves fhould go out again, as Governor of N ewfound
land. As the country was very valuable in a commer
cial view, and had been an objeCt of great' contention 
between the Englifh and the French, the Captain 
obtained an eftablifhment for the furvey of its coafts; 
which, however, he procured with fome difficulty, becaufe 
the matter was not fufficiently underftood by Govern
ment at home. In confidering the execution of the plan, 
Mr. Cook appeared to Captain Graves to be a proper 
perfon for the purpofe; and propofals were made to him; 
to which, notwithftanding his recent marriage, he rea
dily and prudently acceded. Accordingly, he went out 
with the Captain as furveyor; and was firft employed 
to furvey Miquelon and St. Pierre, which had been ceded 
by the treaty to the French, who, by order of Adminiftra
tion, were to take poifeffion of them at a certain period, 
even though the Englifh Commander 1hould not' happen 
to be arrived in the country. When Captain Graves had 
reached that part of the world, he found there the Gover
nor who had been fent from France (Monf. D'Anjac), with 
all the fettlers and his own fatuily, on board a frigate and 
fome tranfports. It was contrived, however, to keep them 
in that difagreeable fituation for a whole month, which 
was the time taken by Mr. Cook to complete his furvey. 
When the bufinefs was finifhed, the French were put 
into poifeffion of the two ifiands, and left in the quiet 
enjoyment of them, with every profeffion of civility*. 

At the end of the feafon, Mr. Cook returned to England, 
but did not long continue at hOlue. In the beginning of 
the year 1764, his old and conftant friend and patron, 

'! From Admiral Graves's paper. 

C Sir 

9 

C HAP. 
I. 



10 

C HAP. 

I. 
L • 

THE LIFE OF 

Sir Hugh Pallifer, was appointed Governor and ~ommo
dore of Newfoundland and Labradore; upon WhICh occa
fion he was glad to take Mr. Cook with him, in the fame 
capacity that he had fuftained under Captain Graves. 
Indeed, no man could have been found who was better 
qualified for finifhing the defign which had been begun 
in the preceding year. The charts of the coafts, in that 
part of North America, were very erroneous; and it waS 
highly neceffary to the trade and navigation of his Ma
jefty's fubjeets, that new ones fhould be fanned, which 
would be more correct and ufeful. Accordingly, under 
the orders of Commodore Pallifer, Mr. Cook was appointed, 
on the 18th of April, 1764, Marine Surveyor of New
foundland and Labradore; and he had a veffel, the Gren
ville fchooner, to attend him for that purpofe. How well 
he executed his comn1iffion is known to every man 
acquainted with navigation. The charts which he after
wards publiilied of the different furveys he had made, 
refleeted great credit on his abilities and character, and 
the utility of them is univerfally acknowledged. It is 
underftood, that, fo far as Newfoundland is concerned, 
they were of confiderable fervice to the King's minifters, 
in fettling the terms of the laft peace. Mr. Cook explored 
the inland parts of this ifiand in a much completer man
ner tha.n had ever been done b~fore. By penetrating 
farther Into the middle of the country than any man had 
hit~ert? attempted, he difcovered feverallarge lakes, which 
are IndIcated upon the general chart ,;~. In thefe fervices 
Mr. Cook appears to have been employed, with the inter
vals of occafiona11y returning to England for the winter 

* From Sir Hugh Pallifer's communications. 
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feafon, till the year 1767, which was the laft time that he 
went out upon his ftation of Marine Surveyor of N ew
foundland. It muft not be omitted, that, while he occu
pied this poft, he had an opportunity of exhibiting to the 
Royal Society a proof of his progrefs in the ftudy of 
aftronomy. A fhort paper was written by him, and 
inferted in the fifty-feventh volume of the Philofophical 
TnmfaCtions, entitled, "An Obfervation of an Eclipfe of 
" the Sun at the Bland of Newfoundland, Auguft 5, 
" 1766, with the Longitude of the Place of Obfervation 
" deduced from .it." The obfervation was made at one 
of the Burgeo iflands, near Cape Ray, in latitude 47° 
361 19//, on the fouth-weft extremity of Newfoundland. 
Mr. Cook's paper having been conlmunicated by Dr. Bevis 
to Mr. Witchell, the latter gentleman compared it with 
an obfervation taken at Oxford, by the Rev. Mr. Horniby,. 
on the faIlle eclipfe, and thence computed the difference 
of longitude refpecting the places of obfervation, making 
due allowance for the effeCt of parallax, and the prolate 
fpheroidal figure of the earth. It appears from the 
" TranfaCtions," that our navigator had already obtained, 
the charaCter of being an able mathematician "i~. 

a· Philofophical TranfuClions, vol. Ivii. p. 215,216, . 
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Continuation of tbe Hijiory qf Captain Cook's Life, to tbe 
End of his jirjl Voyage round tbe Wot;ld. 

T HERE is fcarcely any thing from which the natu
ral curiofity of man receives a higher gratification, 

than from the accounts of diftant countries and nations. 
Nor is it curiofity only that is gratified by fuch accounts; 
for the fphere of human knowledge is hereby enlarged, 
and 'various objects are brought into view, an acquaintance 
with which greatly contributes to the improvement of life 
and the benefit of the world. With regard to information 
of this kind, the moderns have eminently the advantage 
over the ancients. The, anci~nts could neither purfue 
their enquiries with the fame acc\lracy, nor carry them 
on to the fame extent. Travelling by land was much 
more inconvenient and dangerous than it hath been in 
later times.; and, as navigation was principally confined to 
coafting, it n1ufi: neceifarily have been circumfcribed 
within very narrow limits. 

The invention of the compafs, feconded by the ardent 
and enterprizing fpirit of feveral able men, was followed 
by wonderful difcoveries. Vafco di Gama doubled the 
Cape of Good Hope; and a new way being thus found 
out to the Eafi: Indies, the countries in that part of the 
earth became more accurately and extenfively known. 
Another world was difcovered by Columbus; and, at 
length, Magalhaens accomplifhed the arduous and hitherto 

• 
unattem pted 
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unattempted taik. of failing round the globe. At different C HAP. 

periods, he was fucceeded by other circumnavigators, of II. 
'--"v---J 

whom it is no part of the prefent narrative to give an 
account. 

The fpirit of difcovery, which was fo vigorous during 
the latter end of the fifteenth and through the whole of 
the fixteenth century, began, foon after the commence
ment of the feventeenth century, to decline. Great navi
gations were only occafionally undertaken, and more from 
the immediate views of avarice or war, than from any 
noble and generous principles. But of late years they 
have been revived, with the enlarged and benevolent de
fign of promoting the happinefs of the human fpecies. 

A beginning of this kind was made in the reign of 
King George the Second, during which two voyages were 
perforn1ed; the firft under the command of Captain Mid
dleton, and the next under the direction of Captains 
Smith and Moore, in order to difcover a North-weft paf
fage, through Hudfon's Bay';\ It was referved, however, 
for the glory of the prefent reign to carry the fpirit of 
difcovery to its height, and to conduct it on the nobleft 
principles; not for the purpofes of covetou[nefs or am
bition; not to plunder or deftroy the inhabitants of newly
explored countries; but to improve their condition, to 
inftruCl: them in the arts of life, and to extend the bounda
ries of fcience. 

No fooner was peace reftored, in 1763, than thefe 
laudable defigns engaged his Majefty's patronage; and 
two voyages round the world had been undertaken, before 
Mr. Cook fet out on his firft command. The conduCtors 

'* IntroduCl:ion to Capt. Cook's Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, vol. I. p. i. 
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of thefe voyages were the Captains Byron, Wallis, and 
Carteret 7,<, by whom feveral difcoveries were made, which 
contributed, in no fmall degree, to increafe the knowledge 
of geography and navigation. N everthelefs, as the purpofe 
for which they were fent out appears to have had a princi
pal reference to a particular object in the South Atlantic, 
the direct track they were obliged to hold, on their way 
homeward by the Eaft Indies, prevented them from doing 
fo much as might otherwife have been expeCted towards 
giving the world a complete view of that immenfe expanfe 
of ocean which the South Pacific con1prehends t. 

Before Captain Wallis and Captain Carteret had re
turned to Great Britain, another voyage was refolved 
upon, for which the improvement of aftronomical fcience 
afforded the immediate occafion. It having been calcu
lated by aftronomers, that a tranfit of Venus over the 
Sun's diik. would happen in 1769, it was judged that the 
beft place for obferving it would be in fome part of the 
South Sea, either at the Marquefas, or at one of thofe 
iflands which Tafman had called Amfterdam, Rotter
dam, and Middleburg, and which are now better kno\vn 
under the appellation of the Friendly Iflands t. This 
being a matter of eminent confequence in aftrono
~y, and which excited the attention of foreign na
t10ns as well as ?f our . own, the affair was taken up 
by the Royal SOCiety, With the zeal which has always 

* The Captains Wallis and Carte~et went. out together upon the fame expedition; 
but the veffels they. commanded havlDg aCCidentally parted company, they proceeded 

and returned by a different route. Hence their voyages are difl:incHy related b Dr. 
Hawkefworth. y 

t Introduction to Capt. Cook's Voyage to the Pacific Ocean 1 I '" . ) vo. . p. XVlll. 

;J: IntroductIon to Capt. Cook's fecond voyage) vol. 1. p. xx. fourth edition. 
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been difplayed by that learned body for the advancement 
of every branch of philofophical fcience. Accordingly, a 
long memorial was addreffed to his Majefty, dated Fe
bruary the 15th, 1768, reprefenting the great importance 
of the objeCt, together with the regard which had been 
paid to it by the principal courts of Europe; and intreating, 
among other things, that a veffel n1ight be ordered, at the 
expence of Government, for the conveyance of fuitable 
perfons, to make the obfervation of the tranfit of Venus 
at one of the places before mentioned. This memorial 
having been laid before the King by the Earl of Shelburne, 
(now the Marquis of Landfdown) one of the principal 
Secretaries of State, his Majefty gracioufly fignified his 
pleafure to the Lords Commiflioners of the Admiralty, 
that they ihould provide a ihip for carrying over fuch 
obfervers as the Royal Society fhould judge proper to 
fend to the South Seas; and, on the 3d of April, Mr. 
Stephens informed the Society, that a bark had been taken 
up for the purpofe >i~. 

The gentleman who had originally been fixed upon 
to take the direction of the expedition, was Alexander 
Dalrymple, Efq; an eminent member of the Royal So ... 
ciety, and who, befides poifefling an accurate knowledge 
of aftronomy, had diftinguiihed himfelf by his enquiries 
into the geography of the Southern Oceans, and by the 
colleCtion he had publifhed of feveral voyages to thofe 
parts of the world. Mr. Dalrymple being fenfible of the 
difficulty, or rather of the impoffibility, of carrying a 
fhip through unknown [eas, the crew of which were not 
fubjeCl: to the military difcipline of his Majefty's Navy, 

~ ~ From the minutes of the COWlcil of the Royal Society. 
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he n1ade it the condition of his going, that he fhould 
have a brevet commiffion as Captain of the veffel, in the 
fame manner as f uch a commiffion had been granted to 
Dr. Halley in his voyage of difcovery. To this demand 
Sir Edward Hawke, who was then at the head of the 
Admiralty, and who poffeffed more of the fpirit of his 
profeflion than either of education or fcience, abfolutely 
refufed to accede. He faid at the board, that his con
fcience would not allow him to truft any fhip of his 
Majefty's to a perfon who had not regularly been bred a 
[eaman. On being farther preffed upon the fubje~, Sir 
Edward declared, that he would fuffer his right hand to 
be cut oft~ before he would fign any fuch commiffion. 
In this he was, in fome degree, juftified by the mutinous 
behaviour of Halley's crew, who refufed to acknowledge 
the legal authority of their comnlander, and involved 
him in a difpute which was attended with pernicious 
confequences. Mr. Dalrymple, on the other hand, was 
equally fteady in requiring a compliance with the terms 
he had propofed. Such was the ftate of things, when 
Mr. Stephens, Secretary to the Admiralty, whofe difcri
mination of the numerous charaeters, with which by· 
his ftation he is converfant, refleets as much credit on his 
underftanding, as his upright and able conduct does on 
the office he has filled, for fo many years, and pnder fo 
many adnliniftrations, with honour to himfelf and advan
tage to the public, obferved to the board, that, fince Sir 
Edward Hawke and Mr. Dalrymple were equally inflexi
ble, no method remained but that of finding out another 
perf on capable of the fervice. He knew, he faid, a Mr. 
Cook, who had been employed as Marine Surveyor of 
Newfoundland, who had been regularly educated in the 

Navy) 
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Navy, in which he was a mafi:er, and whom he judged 
to be fully qualified for the direaion of the prefent 
undertaking. Mr. Stephens, at the fame time, recom
mended it to the Board, to take the opinion of Sir Hugh 
Pallifer, who had lately been Governor of Newfoundland, 
and was intimately acquainted with Cook's charaaer. 
Sir Hugh rejoiced in the opportunity of ferving his friend. 
He fi:rengthened Mr. Stephens's recomnlendation to the 
utmofi: of his power; and added many things in Mr. 
Cook's favour, arifing frOln the particular knowledge 
which he had of his abilities and nlerit -::~. Accordingly, 
Mr. Cook was appointed to the command of the expedi
tion by the Lords of the Admiralty; and, on this occa
fion, he was promoted to the rank of a Lieutenant in 
the Royal Navy, his con1miffion bearing date on the 
twenty-fifth of May, 1768 t. 

When the appointment had taken place, the firft ob
ject was to provide a veffel adapted to the purpofes of the 
voyage. This bufinefs was committed to Sir Hugh Pal
lifer; who took Lieutenant Cook to his affifiance, and they 
examined together a great number of the fhips which 
then lay in the river Than1es. At length, they fixed upon 
one, of three hundred and feventy tons, to which was 
given the name of the Endeavour t. 

While preparations were making for Lieutenant Cook's 
expedition, Captain Wallis returned from his voyage round 
the world. The Earl of Morton, Prefident of the Royal 

• From the information of Philip Stephens, Efq; communicated by Sir Jofeph 
Banks. 

t From the books of the Admiralty • 

.t From Sir Hugh Pallifer's communications. 
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Society had recommended it to this gentleman, on his 
going ~ut, to fix upon a proper place .for obferving ~he 
tranflt of Venus. He kept, accordIngly, the objeCt 
in view; and having difcovered, in the courfe of his 
enterprife, an ifland, called by him George's Ifland, but 
which hath £Ince been found to bear the nalne of Ota
heite, he judged that Port Royal harbour in this ifland 
would afford an eligible £Ituation for the purpofe. Hav
ing, immediately on his return to England, £Ignified his 
opinion to the Earl of :Morton, the Captain's idea was 
adopted by the Society, and an anfwer conformable to it 
was fent to the Con1miffioners of the Admiralty, who 
had applied for direCtions to what place the obfervers 
iliould be fent';<. 

Mr. Charles Green, a gentleman who had long been 
affiftant to Dr. Bradley at the royal obfervatoryat Green
wich, was united with Lieutenant Cook in conduCting 
the afironomical part of the voyage; and, foon after their 
appointment, they received ample inftruCtions, from the 
Council of the Royal Society, with regard to the method 
of carrying on their enquiries +. The Lieutenant was 
aifo accompanied by Jofeph Banks, Efq. (now Sir Jofeph 
Banks, Bart.) and Dr. Solander, who, in the prime of 
life, and the firft of them at great ex pence to himfelf, 
quitted all the gratifications of polifhed fociety, and enga
ged in a very tedious, fatiguing, and hazardous navigation, 
with the laudable views, of acquiring knowledge in gene
ral, of promoting natural know ledge in particular, and of 

• General IntroduCt:ion to Hawkefworth's Voyages, vol. I. p. iii. 
t Minutes of the Council. 
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contributing fomething to the improvement and the hap
pinefs of the rude inhabitants of the earth. 

Though it was the principal, it was not the fole object 
of Lieutenant Cook's voyage to obfene the tranfit of Ve
nus. A more accurate examination of the Pacific Ocean 
'was cOlnmitted to him, although in fubferviency to his 
main defign; and, when his chief bufinefs was accom
plifhed, he was directed to proceed in making farther dif
coveries in the great Southern Seas {;.. 

The complement of Lieutenant Cook's {hip confifred 
of eighty-four perfons, befides the Commander. Her 
vich'lalling was for eighteen months; and there were 
put on board of her ten carriage and twelve fwivel guns, 
together with an ample ftore of ammunition and other 
neceffaries +. 

On the 25th of May, 1768, Lieutenant CooK was ap
pointed, by the Lords of the Admiralty, to the command 
of the Endeavour, in confequence of which he went on 
board on the 27th, and took charge of the fhip. She 
then lay in the bafon in Deptford-yard, where ihe con
tinued to lie till' fhe was completely fitted for fea. On 
the 30th of July fhe failed down the river, and on the 
13th of Augufranchored in Plymouth Sound. The wind 
becoming fair on the 26th of that month, our navigators 
got under fail, and on the I3th of September anchored 
in Funchiale Road, in the ifland of Madeira t. 

While Lieutenant Cook and his company were in this 
ifland, they were treated with the utmoft kindllefs and 
liberality by Mr. Cheap, the Englifh Conful there, and 

• Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. iv~ t Ibid. 
t Hawkefworth's Voyages, vol. ii. p. I. 3. 
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one of the nloft confiderable nlerchants in the town of 
Funchiale. He infifted upon their taking poffeffion of 
his houfe, and furnifhed them with every poffible aCCOln
nl0dation during their fray at Madeira. They received, 
likewife, great marks of attention and civility from Dr. 
Thomas Heberden, the principal phyfician of the ifiand, 
and brother to the excellent and learned Dr. William 
Heberden, of London. Dr. Thomas Heberden afforded 
all the affiftance in his power to Mr. Banks and Dr. Solan
der in their botanical enquiries *". 

It was not folely from the Engliih that the Lieutenant 
and his friends experienced a kind reception. The fa
thers of the Francifcan convent difplayed a liberality of 
fentiment towards them, which might not have been 
expected fromPortuguefe friars; and in a vifit which 
they paid to a convent of nun~, the ladies expreffed a 
particular pleafure in feeing them. At this vifit the good 
nuns gave an amufing proof of the progrefs they had 
nlade in the cultivation of their underftandings. Having 
heard that there were great philofophers among the En
gliih gentlemen, they afked them a variety of quefrions; 
one of which was, when it would thunder; and another, 
whether a fpring of frefu water, which was much wanted, 
was any'where to be found within the walls of the con
vent. Eminent as our philofophers were, they were puz
zled by thefe queftions +. 

Lieutenant Cook, having laid in a frefh frock. of beef, 
water, and wine, fet fail from the iiland of Madeira in the 
. ' nlght of the 18th of September, and proceeded on his 

voyage. By the 7th of November, feveral articles of the 

*' Hawkefworth's Voyages, vol. ii. p. 4, S. t Ibid. p. 9. 
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fhip's provifions began to fall fhort; for which reafon the 
Lieutenant determined to put into Rio de Janeiro. This 
place he preferred to any other port in Brafil or to Falk
land's Iflands~ becaufe he could there be better fupplied 
with what he wanted, and had no doubt of meeting with 
a friendly reception 7.<. 

During the run between Madeira and Rio de Janeiro, 
Lieutenant Cook and the gentlemen in the Endeavour 
had an opportunity of determining a philofophical quef
tion. On the evening of the 29th of OCtober, they ob
ferved that luminous appearance of the fea which hath 
fo often been mentioned by navigators, and which has 
been afcribed to fuch a variety of caufes. Flaihes of light 

. appeared to be emitted, exaCtly refembling tho[e of light
ning, though without being fo confiderable; and fuch 
was the frequency of them that fometimes eight or ten 
were vifible almoft at the fame moment. It was the 
opinion of Mr. Cook and the other gentlemen, that thefe 
flafhes proceeded from fome luminous animal; and their 
opinion was confirmed by experiment ~i<. 

At Rio de Janeiro, in the port of which Lieutenant 
Cook came to an anchor on the 13th of November, he 
did not meet with the polite reception that, perhaps, he 
had too fanguinely expeCted. His fray was fpent in con
tinual altercations with the Viceroy, who appeared not 
a little jealous of the defigns of the Engliih: nor were all 
the attempts of the Lieutenant to fet the matter right, 
capable of producing any effeCt. The Viceroy was by no 
means diftinguifhed either by his knowledge or his love 
of fcience; and the grand objeCt of Mr. Cook's expedi-

.~ Hawkefworth's Voyages, vol. ii. p. II, 16. t Ibid. p. 15, 16. 
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tion was quite beyond his cOlnprehenfion. When he was 
told'that the Englifh were bound to the fouthward, by 
the order of his Britannic Majefty,to obferve a tranfit of 
the planet Venus over the fun, -an aftronomical phreno
menon of great importance -to navigation, 'he could fonn 
no other conception of the matter, than that it was the 
palling of the North ftar through the South Pole • 

. During the whole of the conteft with the Viceroy, 
Lieutenant Cook behaved with equal fpirit and difcretion. 
A fupply of water and other neceffaries could not be 
refufed him, and thefe were gotten on board by the 1ft 
of December. On that day the Lieutenant -fent to the 
V iceroy for a pilot to carry the Entleavour to fea; but 
the wind preventing the ihip frool getting out, ilie was • 
obliged to continue fome tilne longer in the harbour.. A 
Spaniih packet having arrived at Rio de Janeiro on the 
2-d -of -December, with difpatches from Buenos Ayres for 
Spain, the commander, Don Antonio de Monte" Negro y 
Ve1afco, offered, with great politenefs, to convey the letters 
of the Englifh to Europe. This favour Lieutenant Cook 
accepted, and gave Don Antonio a packet for the Secre
taryof the Admiralty, containing copies of all the papers 
that had paired between himfelf and the Viceroy. He 
left, alfo, duplicates with the Viceroy, that be might 
forward them, if he thought proper, to Lillion. 

On the 5th of December, it being a dead calm, our navi
gators weighed anchor, and towed down the Bay; but, to 
their great aftonifhment, two iliot were fired at'theln, when 
th~y had gotten abreaft of Santa Cruz, the principal fortifi
cation of the harbour. Lieutenant Cook immediately caft 
anchor, and fent to the fort to demand the reafon of this 
conduCt; ,the anfwer to which was, that the Commandant 

had 
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had received no order from the Viceroy to let the fhip 
pafs; and that, without fuch an order, no veffe1 was ever 
fuffered to go below the fort. It now became neceffary 
to fend to the Viceroy, to enquire why the order had 
not been given; and his behaviour appeared the lnore 
extraordinary, as notice. had been tranfmitted to him of 
the departure of the Englifh, and he had thought proper 
to write a polite letter to Mr. Cook, wifhing him a good 
voyage. The Lieutenant's meffenger foon returned, with 
the information that the order had been .. written feveral 
days, and that its not having been fent had arifen frOln 
fome' unaccountable negligence. It was not till the 7th 
of December that the Eudea vour got under Llil >:~. 

In the account which Lieutenant Cook has given of 
Rio de Janeiro, and the. country around it, .one circum
fiance is recorded, which cannot. be otherwife than very 
p.ainful to. humanity. It. is the horrid expence of life 
at which the gold mines are wrought. No lefs than forty 
thoufandnegroes are annually imported for this purpofe, 
on the King of Portugal's account; and the Engliih were 
credibly informed, that, in the year 1766, this number fell 
fo fliort, that twenty thoufand more were drafted frOln 
the town of. Rio t .. 

From Rio de. Janeiro Lieutenant Cook purfued. his 
voyage, and, on. the 14th of. January, 1769, entered the 
Streight of Le Maire, at which time the tide drove the 
1hip out with fo much violence, and raifed fuch a fea off 
Cape St. Diego, that fhe. frequently pitched, fo that the 
bowfprit was under watert •. On the next day, the Lieu-

* Hawkefworth's Voyages, ubi fupra, p. 18-27. 
t Ibid. p. 34. t Ibid. p. 4 1, 42. 
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tenant anchored, firft before a fmall cove, whic~ was 
underftood to be Port Maurice, and afterwards In the 
Bay of Good Succefs. While the E~deavour was in this 
ftation, happened the memorable adventure of Mr~ Banks, 
Dr. Solander, Mr. Monkhoufe the Surgeon, and Mr. 
Green the afironomer, together with their attendants 
and fervants, and two fearnen, in afcending a moun
tain to fearch for plants. In this expedition, they were 
all of them expofed to the utmoil: extremity of danger 
and of cold; Dr. Solander was feized with a torpor which 
had nearly proved fatal to his life; and two black fervants 
actually died. When the gentlemen had, at length, all 

the fecond day of their adventure, gotten back to the ihip, 
they congratulated each other on their fafety, with a joy 
that can only be felt by thofe who have experienced equal 
perils; and Mr. Cook was relieved from a very painful 
anxiety. It was a dreadful te~imony of th~ feverity 
of the climate, that this event took place when it was the 
midfi of fummer in that part of the world f.~, and at the 
clofe of a day the beginning of which was as mild and 
warm as the month of May ufually is in England. 

In the paff'age through the Streight of Le Maire, Lieu
tenant Cook and his ingenious aff'ociates had an opportu-

. nity of gaining a confiderable degree of acquaintance with 
the inhabitants of the adjoining country. Here it was 
that they faw human nature in its loweft form. The 
natives appeared to be the moft deilitute and forlorn, as 
well as the moil: il:upid, of the children of men. Their 
lives are fpent in wandering about the dreary wailes that 
furround them; and their dwellings are no other than 

'If: Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 43,4-6-53-

wretched 



CAP T A I N JAM ESC 0 0 K. 

wretched hovels of flicks and grafs, which not only admit 
the wind, but the fnow and the rain. They are almoft 
naked; and fa devoid are they of every convenience 
which is furnifhed by the rudeft art, that they have 
not fa much as an implelnent to drefs their food. 
N everthelefs, they feemed to have no with for acquiring 
more than they poifeifed; nor did. any thing that was 
offered theln by the Englifh appear acceptable but beads, 
as an ornamental fuperfluity of life. A conclufion is 
hence drawn by Dr. Hawkefworth, that thefe people may 
be upon a level with ourfelves, in refpect to the happinefs 
they enjoy *. This, however, is a pofition which ought 
not haftily to be admitted. It is, indeed, a beautiful cir
cumftance, in the order of Divine Providence, that the 
rudeft inhabitants of the earth, and thofe who are fituated 
in the moft unfavourable climates, ihould not be fenfible 
of their difadvantages. But ftill it muft be allowed, that 
their happinefs is greatly inferior, both in kind and degree; 
to that intelleCtual, focial, and moral felicity which is 
capable of being attained in a highly-cultivated il:ate of 
fociety. 

In voyag€s to the South Pacific Ocean, the determina
tion of the beft paffage from the Atlantic is a point of 
peculiar importance. It is well known what prodigious 
difficulties were experie~ced in this refpeCt by former 
navigators. The doubling of Cape Horn, in particular, 
was fo Inuch dreaded, that, in the general opinion, it was 
far more eligible to pafs through the Streight of Magal
haens. Lieutenant Cook hath fully afcertained the erro
neoufnefs of this opinion. He was but three..,and-thirty 

" Hawkefworth, ubi filpra, p. 59. 

E days 

C HAP .. 
I I. 



26 

26 January. 

I March. 

THE LIFE OF 

days in coming round the land of Terra del Fuego, from 
the eafr entrance of the Streight of Le Maire, till he had 
advanced about twelve degrees to the wefiward, and three 
and a half to the northward of the Streight of Magalhaens; 
and, during this tin1e, the fhip fcarcely received any da
n1age. Whereas, if he had come into the Pacific Ocean 
by that paffage, he would not have been able to accom
pliih it in lefs than three months; befides which, his
people would have been fatigued, and the anchors, cables,. 
fails, and rigging of the ve:ff'el much injured. By the 
courfe he purfued, none of thefe inconveniences were 
fuffered. In iliort, Lieutenant Cook, by his own exam-
pIe in doubling Cape Horn, by his accurate afcertainment 
of the latitude and longitude of the places he came to" 
and by his inftruetions to future voyagers, performed; 
the moft eifential fervices to this part of navigation .;:~. 

It was on the 26th of January that the Endeavour 
took her departure from Cape Horn; and it appeared,. 
that, from that time to the Iit of March, during: a run. 
of fix hundred and fixty leagues, there was no; current 
which affeCted the fhip. Hence it was highly prDbable~ 
that our navigators had been near no land of any confi
derable extent, currents being always found when land 
is not remote +. 

In the profecution of Lieutenant Cook's voyage' from, 
Cape Horn to Otaheite feveral iflands were difcovered, 
to which the names we.re given rof Lagoon I1land, 
Thrumb-cap, Bow Ifland, The Groups" Bird Ifland and 
Chain Uland. It appeared tha,t moft of thefe iflands' were 
inhabited; and the verdure,. and groves ofpalm,-trees, '. 

! Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 67, 68.. t Ibid, p. 66, 69. 

which 
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which were vifible upon fome of them, gave them the 
afpect of a terreftrial paradife to men who, excepting the 
dreary hills of Terra del Fuego, had feen nothing for a 
long time but iky and water ';". 

On the 11th of April, the Endeavour arrived in fight 
of Otaheite, and on the 13th fhe came to an anchC1r in 
Port Royal Bay, which is called Matavai by the natives. 
As the ftay of the Englifh in the if1and was not likely 
to be very {hort, and much depended on the manner 
in which traffic fhould be carried on with the inhabitants, 
Lieutenant Cook, with great good fenfe and humanity, 
drew up a fet of regulations for the behaviour of his peo
ple, and gave it in command that they fhould punctually 
be obferved f. 

One of the firft things that occupied the Lieutenant's 
attention, after his arrival at Otaheite, was to prepare for 
the execution of his grand commiffion. For this purpofe, 
as, in an excurfion to the weftward, he had not found 

any 

• Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 72-78.-Lagoon illand lies in latitude ,8047" S. 
and longitude 139028' W. j the Thrumb-cap, in latitude 180 35' S. and longitude 
J39° 48' W.; Bow Wand, in latitude 18023' S. and longitude 1410 12' W.; the 
fouth-eafiernmoft of the Groups, in latitude 180 12' S. and longitude 142042' W. j 
Bird IIland, in latitude 17° 48' S. and longitude 1430 35' W.; and Chain Ifland, in 
latitude 17° 23' S. and'longitude 145° 54' W. 

t Ibid, p. 79-82. Th(: rules were as follows: "I. To endeavour, by every fair 
" means, to cultivate a friendihip with the natives; and to treat them with all imagina
" ble humanity. II. A proper perfon, or perfons, will be appointed to trade with the 
" natives for all manner of provifions, fruit, and other productions of the earth; and 
" no officer or feaman, or other perfon belonging to the lhip, excepting fuch as are fo 
." appointed, lhall trade, or offer to trade, for any fort of provifion, fruit, or other pro
" ductions of the earth, unlefs they have leave fo to do. III. Every perf on employed on 
,~ ~ore on any duty whatCoever, ii firictly to attend to the fa~ i and if by any negleCt he 
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any more convenient harbour than that in which the 
Endeavour lay, he determined to go on iliore and fix 
upon fome fpot, commanded by the guns of the ihip, 
where he might throw up a fmall fort for defence, and 
get every thing ready for making the afironomical obfer
vation. . Accordingly, he took a party of men, and landed, 
being accompanied by Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and Mr. 
Green. They foon fixed upon a place very proper for 
their defign, and which was at a confiderable diftance 
from any habitation of the natives. While the gentlemen 
were marking out the ground which they intended to 
occupy, and feeing a fmall tent ereCted that belonged to 
Mr. Banks, a great number of the people of the country 
gathered grad naIl y around them, but ~ith no hoftile 
appearance, as there was not among the Indians a fingle 
weapon of any kind. Mr. Cook, however, intimated that 
none of them were to come within the line he had drawn, 
excepting one, who appeared to be a chief, and Owhaw, a 
native who had attached himfelf to the Engliih, b9th in 
Captain Wallis's expedition and in the prefent voyage. 
The lieutenant endeavoured to make thefe two perfons 
underftand that the ground which had been marked out 
was only wanted to {leep upon for a certain number of 
nights, and that then it would be quitted. Whether his 

" lofeth any of his arms, or working tools, or fuffers them to be fl:olen, the full value thereof 

" will be charged againfl: his pay, according to the cuftom of the Navy in fuch cafes 
" and he lhall receive fuch farther punilhment as the nature of the offence may deferve: 

" IV. The fame penalty will be infliCl:ed on every perfon who is found to embezzle 
"td rr. " , 
« ra e, or Oller, to trade, Wlt~ any part of the {hip's ftores, of what nature foever. 

V. No fort of Iron, or any thIng that is made of iron, or any fort of cloth, or other 

., ufeful or necefIary articles, are to be given in exchange for any thing but provifion. 

" J. COOK." 

meaning 
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meaning was comprehended or not, he could not certainly 
determine; but the people behaved with a deference and 
refpeCt that could fcarcely have been expected, and which 
were highly pleafing. They fat down without the circle, 
peaceably and uninterruptedly attending to the progrefs 
of the bufinefs, which was upwards of two hours in 
completing. 

This matter being finifhed, and Mr. Cook having 
appointed thirteen marines and a petty officer to guard 
the tent, he and the gentlemen with him fet out upon 
a little excurfion into the woods of the country. They 
had not, however, gone far, before they were brought 
back by a very difagreeable event. One of the Indians, 
who remained about the tent after the Lieutenant and his 
friends had left it, watched an opportunity of taking the 
centry at unawares, and fnatched away his mufquet. 
Upon this, the petty officer who commanded the party, 
and who was a Midfhipman, ordered the marines to fire. 
With equal want of confideration, and, perhaps, with 
equal inhumanity, the men immediately difcharged their 
pieces among the thickeft of the flying crowd, who con
fifted of more than a hundred. It being obferved that the 
thief did not fall, he was purfued, and iliot dead. From 
fubfequent information it happily appeared, that none of 
the natives befides were either killed or wounded. 

Lieutenant Cook, who was highly- difpleafed with the 
conduct of the petty officer, ufed every method in his 
power to difpel the terrors and apprehenfions of the 
Indians, but not immediately with effect. The next 
morning but few of the inhabitants were feen upon 
the beach, and not one of them came off to the 1hip. 
What added particularly to the regret of the Englifh was, 

that 
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that even Owhaw, who had hitherto been fo conftant"in his 
attachment,and who the day before had been remarkably 
active .in endeavouring to renew the peace which had 
.been broken, did not now make his appearance. In the 
.evening,however, when the Lieutenant went on thore 
with only a boat's crew and fome of the gentlemen, 
between thirty and forty of the natives gathered around 
them, and trafficked with them, in a friendly manner, for 
.cocoa-nuts and other fruit .,\<. 

On the 17th, Mr. Cook and Mr. Green fet up a tent on 
ihore, and {pent the night there, in order to obferve an 
Eclipfe of the firfi fatellite of Jupiter; but they met with 
a difappointment, in confequence of the weather's becom
ing cloudy. The next day, the Lieutenant, with as many 
·of his people as could poflibly be {pared from the iliip, 
began to erect the fort. While the Englifh were employed 
in this bufinefs, many of the Indians were fo far from 
hindering, that they voluntarily affifted them, and with , 
great alacrity brought the pickets and fafcines from the 
·wood where they had been cut. Indeed, fo fcrupulous 
had Mr. Cook been of invading their property, that every 
ftake which was· ufed was purchafed, and not a tree was 
cut down till their confent had firft been obtained +. 

On the 26th, the Lieutenant mounted fix fwivel guns 
upon the fort, on which occafion he faw, with concern 
that the natives were alarmed and terrified. Some fifher~ 
~en, who liv.ed upon. the point, removed to a greater 
d~ftance; an~ Owha,,: Informed the Englifh, by figns·, of 
hIS expectatIOn that In four days they would fire their 
great guns. 

• liawkefwortb, qbi fupra, p. 89-93' t Ibid. p. 93, 94. 

The 
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The Lieutenant, on the fucceeding day, gave a ihiking 
proof of his regard to juftice, and of his care to preferve 
the inhabitants from injury and violence, by the punifh
ment he inflicted on the butcher of the Endeavour, wh0 
was accufed of having threatened, or attempted, the life of 
a woman that was the wife of Tubourai Tomaide, a chief 
remarkable for his attachment to our navigators. The 
butcher wanted to purchafe of her a ftone hatchet for a 
nait To this bargain ihe abfolutely refufed to accede; 
upon which the fellow catched up the hatchet, and threw 
down the nail; threatening, at the fame time, that if ihe 
made any refifiance, he would cut her throat with a 
reaping-hook which he had in his hand. The charge 
was fo fully proved in the prefence of Mr. Banks, and 
the butcher had fo little to fay in exculpation of himfelf, 
that not the leaft- doubt remained of his guilt. The: 
affair: being- reported by Mr. Banks to Lieutenant Cook, 
he took an opportunity, when the Chief and his women, 
with others of the natives, were on board the ihip, to call 
up the offender, and, after recapitulating the accufation' 
and the proof of it, to give orders for his immediate
punifhment. While the butcher was itripped, and tied 
up to the rigging, the Indians preferved a fixed attention, 
and waited for the -event in' filent fufpence. But as foon' 
as- the firft ftroke wasinfliCted,fuch-was the humanity of
thefe people, that·they interfered with great agitation,and 
earneftly intreated that the reft of the punifhment might
be remitted.. To . this, ,however, the Lieutenant, for va
rious reafons, could not grant his confent; and, when they. 
found that their interceffions were ineffectual, they luani
fefted their compaffion by tears'*~. 

• Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 102, 103. 
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On the firft of May, the obfervatory was fet up, and the 
aftronomical quadrant, together with fome other inftru
ments, was taken on fhore. When, on the next morning, 
Mr. Cook and MF. Green landed for the purpofe of fixing 
the quadrant in a fituation for ufe, to their inexpreffible 
furprize and concern it was not to be found. It had been 
depoiited in a tent referved for the Lieutenant's ufe, where 
no one had flept: it had never been taken out of the 
packing-cafe, and the whole was of confiderable weight: 
none of the other inftruments were miffing; and a cen
tinel had been pofted the whole night within five yards 
of the tent. Thefe circumftances induced a fufpicioll 
that the robbery might have been committed by fome of 
our own people, who having feen a deal box, and not 
knowing the contents, might imagine that it contained 
nails, or other articles for traffic with the natives. The moft 
diligent fearch, therefore, was made, and a large reward 
was offered for the finding of the quadrant, but with no 
degree of fuccefs. In this exigency, Mr. Banks was of 
eminent fervice. As this· gentleman had more influence 
over the Indians than any other perfon on board the 
Endeavour, and as there could now be little doubt of the 
quadrant'S having been conveyed away by fome of the 
natives, he determined to go in fearch of it into the woods; 
and it was recovered in confequence of his judicious and 
fpirited exertions. The pleafure with which it was 
brought back was equal to the importance of the event. . , 
for the grand object of the voyage could not otherwife 
have been accom plifhed 7i'. 

Another 
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Another embarraffment, though not of fo ferious a 
nature, was occcafione{}, on the very fame day, by one 
of our office!,s having inadvertently taken into cuftody 
Tootahah, a chief who had connected himfelf in the moft 
friendly manner with the Englifh. Lieutenant Cook, 
who had given exprefs orders that none of" the Indians 
ihould be confined, and who, therefore, was equally fur
prized and concerned at this tranfaction, inftantly fet 
Tootahah at liberty. So ftrongly had this Indian been 
poffeifed with the notion that it was intended to put him 
to death, that he could not be perfuaded to the contrary 
till he was led out of the fort. His joy at his deliverance 
was fo great, that it difplayed itfelf in a liberality which 
our people were very unwilling to partake of, from a 
confcioufnefs that on this occafion they had no claim 
to the reception of favours ..... The impreffion, however, 
of the confinement of the chief operated with fuch force 
upon the minds of the natives, that few of them ap
peared; and the market was fo ill fupplied, that the 
Englifh were in want of neceffaries. At length, by the 
prudent exertions of Lieutenant Cook, Mr. Banks, and 
Dr. Solander, the friendfhip of Tootahah was completely 
recovered, and the reconciliation worked upon the Indians 
like a charm; for it was no fooner known that he had 
gone voluntarily on board the Endeavour, than bread
fruit, cocoa-nuts, and other provifions, were brought to 
the fort in great plenty >l~. 

The Lieutenant and the reft of the gentlemen had 
hitherto, with a laudable difcretion, bartered only beads 
for the articles of food now mentioned. But the market 

*' Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 114-I:U: 
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becoming flack, they were obliged for the firft time, on 
the eighth of May, to bring out their nails; and fuch 
was the effect of this new commodity, that one of -the 
fmalleft fize, which was about four inches long, procured 
twenty cocoa-nuts, and bread-fruit in proportion .,i". 

It was not till the tenth of the month that our voyagers 
learned that the Indian name of the ifland was OT AHEITE, 

by which name it hath fince been always diftinguifhed t. 
On Sunday the fourteenth, an inftance was exhibited 

of the inattention of the natives to our modes of religion. 
The Lieutenant had directed that divine fervice ihould 
be performed at the fort; and he was defirous that fame 
of the principal Indians ihould be prefent. Mr. Banks 
fecured the attendance of Tubourai Tamaide and his wife 
Tomio, hoping that it would give occafion to fame en
quiries on their part, and to fame infrruction in return. 
During the whole fervice, they very attentivelyobferved 
Mr. Banks's behaviour, and frood, fat, or kneeled, as they 
faw him do; and they appeared to be fenfible that it was 
a ferious and important emploYlnent in which the Engliili 
were engaged. But when the worfhip was ended, neither 
of them afked any quefrions, nor woulcl they attend to 
any explanations which were attempted to be given of 
what had been performed t. 

As the day approached for executing the grand purpofe 
of the voyage, Lieutenant Cook determined, in confe
quence of fOlne hints which he had received from the 
Earl of Morton, to fend out two parties, to obferve the 
tranfit of Venus from other fituations. By this means 
he hoped that the f uccefs of the a bfervation would be 

• Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 12:1. t Ibid. p. 123. :t Ibid. p. 127. 

fecured, 
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fecured, if there ihould happen to be any failure at 
Otaheite. Accordingly, on Thurfday the firft of june, 
he difpatched Mr. Gore in the long-boat to Eimeo, a 
neighbouring ifland, together with Mr. Monkhoufe, and 
Mr. Sporing, a gentleman belonging to Mr. Banks. They 
were furnifhed by Mr. Green with proper infirnments. 
Mr. Banks himfelf chofe to go upon this expedition, in 
which he was accompanied by Tubourai Tamaide and 
Tomio, and by others of the natives. Early the next 
morning, the Lieutenant fent Mr. Hicks, in the pinnace, 
with Mr. Clerk an-d Mr. Pickerfgill, and Mr. Saunders, 
one of the 111idfhipmen, ordering them to fix upon fome 
convenient fpot to the eaftward, at a diftance from the prin
cipal obfervatory, where .they alfo might employ the inftru
ments they were provided with for obferving the tranfit. 

The anxiety for fuch weather as would be favourable 
to the fuccefs of the experiment, was powerfully felt 
by all the parties concerned. They could not fleep in 
peace the preceding night: but their apprehenfions were 
happily removed by the fun's rifing, on the morning of 
the third of June, without a cloud. The ,veather continued 
with equal clearnefs ~through the whole of the day; fo 
that the obfervation was fuccefsfully made in every quar
ter. At the fort, where Lieutenant Cook, Mr. Green, and 
Dr. Solander were ftationed, the whole paffage of the 
planet Venus over the fun's difk was obferved with great 
advantage. The magnifying power of Dr. Solander's 
telefcope was fuperior to that of thofe which belonged 
to the Lieutenant and to Mr. Green. They all faw an 
atmofphere or dufky cloud round the body of the planet; 
which much difturbed the times of contact, and efpe
ciall y of the internal ones; and, in their accounts of thefe 
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times they differed from each other in a greater degree
than :night have been expeCted. According to Mr; Green" 

The firft external contaCt, or firft ap- h. min. fee.) 

pearance of Venus on the fun, was 9 25 4zl~· 
The firf\: internal contaCt, or total im- ( ~: 

merfion, was 9 44 4)~-
The fecond internal contaCt, or begin- l 

. f h fi n 3 14 8 ~.' flIng 0 t e erner lOn, wa" .. 
The fecond external contaCt, or total ( ~. 

emerfion, was 3 32 IO)? 
The latitude of the obfervatory was found to be 17°' 

29' 15/1; and, the longitude 1490 32' 30ft weft of ' 
Greenwich. 

A more particular account of this great aftronomical 
event, the providing for the accurate obfervation of which 
refleCls fo nluch honour on his Majefty's munificent 
patronage of fcience, may be [een in the fixty ... firft volume 
of the Philofophical TranfaCtions 'i~. 

The pleafure which Lieutenant Cook and his friends 
derived from having thus fuccefsfully accomplifhed the 
firft grand object of the voyage, was not a little abated 
by the conduct of fome of the fhip's company, who, while 
the attention of the officers was engrofred by the tranfit 
of Venus, broke into one of the ftore-rooms, and ftole a 
quantity of fpike nails, amounting to no lefs than an 
hundred weight. This was an evil of a public and ferious 
nature; for thefe nails, if injudicioufly circulated among 
the Indians! would ~e. produClive of irreparable injury 
to the Englifh, by reauclng the value of iron, their ftaple 

• Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 137-141. Tranfaaions. vol. 1xi. p. '397. 
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CAP T A I N JAM ESC 0 0 K. 

commodity. One of the thieves, from whom only {even 
nails were recovered, was detected.; but, though the pu
nifhment of two dozen lafhes was inflicted npon him, he 
would not impeach any of his accomplices *. 

Upon account of the abfence of the two parties who 
had been fent out to obferve the tranfit, the King's birth
day was celebrated on the fifth, infiead of the fourth of 
June t; and the fefiiyity of the day nlufi have been 
greatly heightened by the happy fuccefs with which his 
Majefiy's liberality had been crowned. 

On. the twelfth, Lieutenant Cook was again reduced to 
the neceffity of exercifing the feverity of difcipline. Com
plaint having been made to him, by certain of the natives, 
that two of the feamen had taken from them feveral bows 
and arrows, and fome firings of plated hair, and the charge 
being fully fupported, he punifhed each of the criminals 
with two dozen of lallies. 

On the fame day it was difcovered, that Otaheite, like 
other countries in a certain period of fociety, has its bards 
and its minftrels. Mr. Banks, in his morning's walk, had 
met with a number of natives, who appeared, upon en
quiry, to be travelling muficians; and having learned 
where they were to be at night, all the gentlemen of the 
Endeavour repaired to the place. The band confifted 'of 
two flutes and three drums; and the drummers accompa
nied the mufic with their voices. To the furprize of the 
Englifh gentlemen, they found that themfelves were gene
rally the fubject of the fong, which was unpremeditated. 
Thefe minfirels were continually going about from place 
to place; and they were rewarded, by the mafter of 

-* Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 141. t·Ibid. p. 142, 
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C H A. P ~ the houfe and the audience, with fuch things as they 
II. wanted. 

. The repeated thefts which were committed. by the 
. inhabitants of Otaheite brought our voyagers Into fre; 
quent difficulties, and it required all the wifdom of Liel~
tenant Cook to conduCt himfelf in a proper manner. HIS 

fentilnents on the fubjeCt difplayed the liberality of h~s 
mind. He thought it of confequence, to put an end, If 
poffible, to thievifh praCtices at once, by doing fome
thing that iliould engage the natives in general to prevent 
them, from a regard to their common intereft. Stria 
orders had been given by him, that they fhould not be 
fired upon, even when they were detected in attempting 
to fteal any of the Englifh property. For this the Lieu
tenant had many reafons. The COlnn10n centinels were 
in no degree fit to be entrufted with a power of life and 
death; neither did Mr. Cook think that the thefts com·· 
mitted by the Otaheitans deferved fo fevere a punifhment. 
They were not born under the law of England; nor was 
it one of the conditions under which they claimed the 
benefits of civil fociety, that their lives iliould be forfeited, 
unlefs they abftained from theft. As the Lieutenant was 
not willing that the natives fhould be expofed to fire-arms 
loaded with iliot, neither did he approve of firing only 
with powder, which, if repeatedly found to be harmlefs, 
would at length be defpifed. At a time when a confidera
ble robbery had been committed, an accident furnifhed 
hitn with what he hoped would be a happy expedient 
for preventing future attempts of the fame kind. Above 
twenty of the failing canoes of the - inhabitants came in 
with a fupply of fifh. Upon thefe Lieutenant Cook im
mediately feized, and, having brought them into the 

nver 
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river behind the fort, gave notice, that unlefs the things C HAP. 

which had been frolen were returned, the canoes fhould" II. 

be burnt. This menace, without defigning to put it into ~ 
execution, he ventured to publifh, from a full conviCtion 
that, as reititution was thus ll1ade a common caufe, the 
fro len goods would all of them fpeedily be brought back. 
In this, however, he was miftaken. An iron coal-rake, 
indeed, was reftored; upon which great folicitation was 
made for the releafe of the canoes; but he frill infified on 
his original condition. When the next day came, he 
was much furprized to find that nothing farther had been 
returned; and, as the people were in the utmofr diftrefs 
for the fifh, which would in a [hort time be fpoilt, he 
was reduced to the difagreeable alternative, either of 
releafing the canoes, contrary to what he had folemnly 
and publicly declared, or of detaining them, to the great 
damage of thofe who were innocent. As a temporary 
expedient, he permitted the natives to take the fiih,but 
frill detained the canoes. So far was this meafure from 
be.ing attended with advantage,. that it was productive of 
new confufion and injury; for as it was not eafyat once 
to diftinguiih to what particular perfons the feverallots of 
fi1h belonged, the canoes were plundered by thofe who 
had no rigJ:t to any part of their cargo. At length, moft 
preffing inftances being frill Inade for the reftoration of 
the canoes, and Lieutenant Cook having reafon to believe, 
either that the things for which he detained them were 
.not in the ifland, or that thofe who fuffered by their 
detention were abfolutely incapable of prevailing upon the 
thieves to relinquifh their booty, he determined, though 
not immediately, to comply with the folicitations of the 

natives. 
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natives. Our commander was, however, not a little mor
tified at the ill fuccefs of his projeCl: 'i~. 

About the fame time, another accident occurred,which, 
notwithftanding all the caution of our principal voyagers, 
was very near embroiling them with the Indians. The 
Lieutenant having fent a boat on fhore to get ballaft 
:for the fhip, the officer, not immediately finding ftones 
·fuitable to the purpofe, began to pull down fome part of 
an inclofure in which the inhabitants ha~ depofited the 
bones of their dead. This action a nurnber of the natives 
violently oppo[ed; and a meffenger came dQwn to the 
tents, to acquaint the gentlemen that no [uc~ thing would 
be fuffered. Mr. Banks directly repaired to the place, 
and foon put an amiCable end to the conteft, by fending 
the boat's crew to the river, where a fufficient quantity 
of ftones might be gathered without a poffibility of giving 
offence. Thefe Indians appeared to be much more alarm
ed at any injury which they apprehended to be done to 
the dead than to the living. This was the only meafure 
in which they ventured to oppofe the Englifh: and the 
only infult that was ever offered to any individual belong
ing to the Endeavour was upon a fimilar occafion +. It 
ihould undoubtedly be' the concern of all voyagers, to 
abil:ain from wantonly offending the religious prejudices 
of the people among whom they come. 

To extend the knowledge of navigation and the fphere of 
difcovery, objeCts which we need not fay that Lieutenant 
Cook kept alwaysfteadily in view, he fet out, in the pinnace, 
on the twenty-fixth of June, accompanied by Mr. Banks, 

* Hawkefworth) ubi fupra,p. 147-15°. t Ibid •. p. 'So, 151. 
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to make the circuit of the ifland. The particulars of this 
circuit, in which· the Lieutenant and his companions 
were once thrown into great alarm by the apprehended 
10fs of the boat, are fully related in Dr. Hawkefworth's 
Narrative. By this expedition Mr. Cook obtained an 
acquaintance with the feveral diftriCts of Otaheite, the 
chiefs who prefided over them, and a variety of curious 
circumftances refpeCting the manners and cuftoms of the 
inhabitants. On the firft of July, he got back to the fort 
at Matavai, having found the circuit of the iiland, includ
ing the two peninfulas of which it coniifted, to be about 
thirty leagues >i<. 

The circumnavigation of Otaheite was followed by an 
expedition of Mr. Banks's to trace the river up the valley 
from which it iffues, and examine how far its banks 
were inhabited. During this excurfion, he difcerned 
many traces of fubterraneous fire. The frones, like thofe 
of Madeira, difplayed evident tokens of having been 
burnt; and the very clay upon the hills had the fame 
appearance. . 

Another valuable employment of :Mr. Banks was the 
planting of a great quantity of the feeds of water-melons, 
oranges, lemons, limes, and other plants and trees which 
he had colleCted at Rio de Janeiro. For thefe he prepared 
ground on each fide of the fort, and feleCted as many 
varieties of foil as could be found. He gave, alfo, libe
rally of thefe feeds to the natives, and planted nlany of 
them in the woods +. 
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employed in taking down the gates and pallifadoes of the 
fortification; and it was continued to be difmantled dur
ing the two following days. Our Commander and the 
reft of the gentlemen were in hopes that they fhoula 
quit Otaheite without giving or rec~iving any fart~er 
offence; but in this refpect they were unfortunately dlf
appointed. The Lieutenant had prudently overlooked· 
a difpute of a fmaller nature between a couple of foreign 
feamen and fame of the Indians,- when he was ilnmediately 
involved in a quarrel which he greatly regretted, and 
which yet it was totally out of his power to avoid. In the 
middle of the night, between the eighth and the ninth, Cle
n1ent Webb and Samuel Gibfon, two of the marines, went 
privately from the fort. As they were not to be found 
in the morning, Mr. Cook was apprehenfive that they 
intended to fray behind; but, being unwilling to endanger 
the harmony and good-will which at prefent fubfifted 
between our people and the natives, he determined to 
wait a day for the chance of the men's return. As, to the 
great concern of the Lieutenant, the n1arines were not 
come back on the morning of the tenth, enquiry was made 
after them of the Indians, who acknowledged that each 
of them had taken a wife, and had refolved to become 
inhabitant~ of the country. After fame deliberation, two 
of the natives undertook to conduct fnch perfons to the 
place of the deferters' retreat as Mr. Cook ihouId think 
proper to fend; and accordingly he difpatched with the 
guides a petty officer, and the corporal of the marines. 
As it was of the utmoft importance to recover the men, 
and to do it fpeedily, it was intimated to feveral of the 
chiefs who were in the fort with the wOlnen, among 
WhOlll were Tubourai Tomaide, Toroio, and Oberea, 

that 
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that they would not be permitted to leave it till the f~gi
tives were returned; and the Lieutenant had the pleafure 
of obferving that they received the intimation with very 
little indications of alarm, and with affurances that his 
people fhould be fecured and fent back as foon as poffible. 
While this tranfaCtion took place at the fort, our Com
mander fent Mr. Hicks in the pinnace to fetch Tootahah 
on board the fhip. Mr. Cook had reafon to expeCt, if 
the Indian guides proved faithful, that the deferters, and 
thofe who went in fearch of them, would return before 
the evening. Being difappointed, his fufpicions increafed, 
and thinking it not fafe, when the night approached, to 
let the perfol1s whom he had detained as hoftages continue 
at the fort, he ordered Tubourai Tomaicle, Oberea, and 
fome others, to be taken on board the Endeavour; a cir
cumftance which excited fo general an alarm, that feveral 
of them, and efpecially the women, expreffed their appre
henfions with great emotion and many tears. Webb, 
about nine o'clock, was brought back by forne of the 
natives, who declared that Gibfon, and the petty officer 
and corporal, would not be reftored till Tootahah ihould 
be fet at liberty. Lieutenant Cook now found that the 
tables were turned upon him; but, having proceeded 
too far to retreat, he immlnediately difpatched Mr. Hicks 
in the long-boat, with a ftrong party of men, to refcue 
the prifoners. Tootahah was, at the fame time, informed, 
that it behoved him to fend fome of his people with them, 
for· the purpofe of affording them effeCtual affiftance. 
With this injunCtion he readily complied, and the pri
foners were reftored without the leaft oppofition. On the 
next day they were brought back to the fhip, upon which 
the chiefs were releafed from their confinement. Thus 

G z ended 
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ended an affair which had given the Lieutenant a great 
deal of trouble and concern. It appears, however, that 
the meafure which he purfued was the refult of an 
abfolute neceffity; fince it was only by the feizure of the 
chiefs that he could have recovered his men. Love was 
the feducer of the two ·marines. So frrong was the 
attachment which they had formed to a couple of girls, 
that it was their defign to conceal .themfelves till the 
fhip had failed, and to take up their refidence· in the 
ifland >i<. 

Tupia was one of the natives who had fo particularly 
devoted himfelf to the Englifh, that he had fcarcely ever 
been abfent from. them during the whole of their fray at 
Otaheite. He had been Oberea's firft minifter, while fhe 
was in the height of her power; and he was alfo chief 
prieft of the country. To his knowledge of the religious 
principles and ceremonies of the Indians, he added great 
experience in navigation, and a particular acquaintance 
with the number and fituation of the neighbouring 
iflands. This man had often expreffed a defire to go 
with our navigators, and when they were ready to depart, 
he came on board, with a boy about thirteen years of age, 
and intreated that he 111ight be permitted to proceed with 
them on their voyage. To have fuch a perfon in the 
Endeavour, was defirable on many accounts; and, there
fore, Lieutenant Cook gladly acceded to his propofal. 

On the thirteenth of July, the Englifh weighed anchor; 
and as foon as the fhip was under fail, the Indians on board 
took their leaves, and wept, with a decent and filent 
farrow, in which there was fomething very fhiking and 

'* Hawkefworth, ubi. fupra, p. 17 S-J 80. 
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tender. Tupia fufrained himfelf in this fcene with a truly 
admirable firmnefs and refolution; for, though he wept, 
the effort he made -to conceal his tears concurred, with 
them, to do him honour. 

The fray of our voyagers at Otaheite was three months, 
the greater part of which time was fpent in the moft 
cordial friendfhip with the inhabitants, and a perpetual 
reciprocation of good offices. That any differences ihould 
happen, was greatly regretted on the part of Lieutenant 
Cook and his friends, who were ftudious to avoid them 
as much as poflible. The principal caufes of them re .. 
fulted frOln the peculiar iltuation and circumftances of 
the Engliih and the' Indians, and efpecially from the 
difpofition of the latter to theft. The effeCl:s of this difpo
fition could not always be fubmitted to or prevented. 
It was happy, however, that there was only a fingle 
in france in which the differences that arofe were attended 
with any fatal confequence; and by that accident the 
Lieutenant was inftruCted to take the moft effettual mea
fures for the future prevention of fimilar events. He 
had nothing fo much at heart, as that in no cafe the 
intercourfe of his people with the natives fhould be pro
ductive of bloodfhed .. 

The traffic with the inhabitants for provifions and 
refrefhments, which was chief! y under the management 
of Mr. Banks, was carried on with as much order as in 
any well-regulated market in Europe. Axes, hatchets, 
fpikes, large nails, looking-glaifes, knives, and beads, 
were found to be the beft articles to deal in; and for fome 
of thefe, every thing which the inhabitants poifeffed 
might be procured. They were, indeed, fond of fine linen 
cloth, whether white or printed; but an axe, worth half 

a crown, 
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C HAP. a' crown, would fetch more than it piece of cloth of the 
II. value of twentyfhillings ~I~. 
~ .It would deviate 'from the plan 'of this narrative, to 

17
6
9' enter into a minute account of the nature, productions, 

inhabitants, cuftoms, and manners of the countries which 
were difcovered orvifitedby Mr. 'Cook ; or to give a 
particular detail of every nautical, geographical, and aftro
nomicalobfervation. Thefe things muft be fought for in 
the voyages at large which have been publiihed ·by .autho
rity. It will be fufficient here to take notice, that our 
Commander did not depart from Otaheite without aCCll
mulating a ftore of information and inftruction for the 
enlargement of knowledge and the benefit of navigation. 

~s July" 

While the Endeavour proceeded on her voyage under 
an eafy ,fail, 'rupia informed Lieutenant Cook, that, at 
four of " the neighbouring ifiands, which he diftinguifhed 
by the names of HUAHEINE, ULIETEA, OTAHA, and 
:BOLABOLA, hogs, fowls, and other refrefhments, which 
had latterly been fparingly fupplied at Otaheite, might 
be procured in great plenty. The Lieutenant, however, . 
'was defirous of 'tirft examining an ifland that lay to the 
northward, and was called TETHUROA. Accordingly, he 
came near it; but having found it to be only a fmall 
low ifiand, and being told, at the fame time, that it had 
no fettled inhabitants, he determined to drop any farther 
examinati@n of it, and to go in fearch of Huaheine and 
Ulietea, which were defcribed to be well peopled, and 
as large as Otaheite. 

. On the fifteenth of J ul y, the weather being hazy, with 
pght breezes and calms fucc.eeding each other, fo that 

.~ .Hawkefworth, ubi fupra,.p. 180-183. 
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no land' could be feen, and little way was made, Tupia 
afforded an amufing proof that, in the exercife of his 
prieftly character, he knew how to unite fome / degree 
of art with his fuperftition. He often prayed for a wind 
to his god Tane, and as oftenboafted of his fuccefs. This, 
indeed, he took a moft effectual method to fecure; for 
he never began his addrefs to his Divinity, till he perceived 
the breeze to be fo near, that he knew it muft approach 
the fhip before his fupplications could well be brought 
to a conclufion .;i<. 

The Endeavour, on the fixteenth, being clofe in with 
the north-weft part of- Huaheine, fome canoes foon 
came off;. in one' of which was the King of the ifland 
and his wife. At firft the people feelned afraid; but, 
upon feeing Tupia, their apprehenfions were in part 
difperfed, and, at -length, in confequence of frequent and 
earneftly-repeated affurances of friendfhip, their Majefties 
and feveral others ventured on board the fhip. Their 
aftonifhment at· every thing which was fhewn. them was 
very - great; and yet their curiofity did not extend to 
any objects -but. what were particularly pointed out to 
their notice.- When they had become more familiar, .Mr. 
Cook was given to 'underftand, that the King was called 
OREE, and that· he propofed, as a. lnark . of amity, their 
making an exchange of their names. To this our Conl
mander readily confented; and, during the. remainder 
of their being· together, the Lieutenant. was Oree, and 
his Majefty was Cookee. In the afternoon, the Endea
vour having come to an anchor, in a fmall but excellent 

'!' Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. :249, 250. 
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harbour on the weft fide of the i:lland, the name of 
which was OWHARRE, Mr Cook, accompanied by Mr. 
Banks, Dr. Solander, Mr. Monkhoufe, Tupia, and the 
natives who had been on board ever fince the morning, 
inlmediately went on fhore. The Englifu gentlemen 
repeated their excurfions on the two following days; in 
the courfe of which they found that the people of H ua
heine had a very near refen1blance to thofeof Otaheite, 
in perfon, drefs, language, and every other circumftance; 
and that the produCtions of the country were exaCtly 
fimilar. 

In trafficking with our people, the inhabitants of Rua .. 
heine difplayed a caution and hefitation which rendered the 
dealing with them flow and tedious. On the nineteenth., 
therefore, the Englifh were obliged to bring out forne 
!Ratchets, which it was at firft hoped there would be no 
occafion for, in an ifiand that had never before been vifited 
'by any European. Thefe procured three very large hogs,; 
and as it was propofed to fail in the afternoon, Oree and 
feveral others came on board to take their leave. To 
the King Mr. Cook gave a L.-nall pewter plate, on which 
was ftamped this infcription; "His Britannic Majefty's 
" £hip Endeavour, Lieutenant James Cook Commander, 
"16th July 1769, Huaheine." Among other prefents 
made to Oree, were fome medals or counters, refembling 
the co!n of Englan?, and ftruck in the year 1761; all 
-of WhICh, and partIcularly the plate, he promifed care
f?lly and inviolably to preferve. This the Lieutenant 
thought to be as lafting a tefrimony as any he could 
well provide, that the Engli1h had firft difcovered the 
ifland; and having difmiifed his vifiters, who were highly 

pleafed 
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pleafed with the treatment they had met with, he failed 
for Ulietea, in a good harbour of which he anchored the 
next day 'i~. 

Tupia had expreffed his apprehenfion that our navi
gators, if they landed upon the ifiand, would be expofed 
to the attacks of th~ n1en of Bolabola, whom he reprefented 
as having lately conquered it, and of whom he entertained 
a very formidable idea. This, however, did not deter Mr. 
Cook, Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and the other gentlemen, 
from going immedi1.tely on fhore. Tupia, who was of 
the party, introduced them, by performing fome cere
monies which he had praCtifed before at Huaheine. After 
this, the Lieutenant hoifted an Englifl'l jack, and, in the 
name of his Britannic Majefty, took poffeffion of Ulietea, 
and the three neighbouring ifiands, Huaheine, Otaha, and 
Bolabola, all of which were in fight. 

On the twenty-firfr, the mafter was difpatched in the 
long-boat, to examine the coaft of the fouth part of the 
ifiand; and one of the mates was fent in the yawl, to found 
the harbour where the Endeavour lay +. At the fame time, 
Lieutenant Cook went himfelf in the pinnace, to furvey 
that part of Ulietea which lies to the north. Mr. Banks, 
likewife, and the gentlemen again went on ihore, and 
employed themfelves in trading with the natives, and 
in examining the produCtions and curiofities of the coun-

.. Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 150-156. Huaheine is fituated in the latitude of' 
16° 43' S. and longitude 1500 52' W. from Greenwich. Its diftance from Otaheite 
is about thirty-one leagues, in the direction of N. 58 W. and it is about feven leagues 
in compafs. 

t This harbour or bay is called by the natives OOPOJl, and extends almoft the 
whole length of the eaft fide of the ifland. In its greateft extent it is capable of holding 
any number of £hipping. 
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try; but they faw nothing worthy of notice, excepting 
fame human jaw-bones, which, like fcalps among the 
Indians of North America, were trophies of war, and had 
probably been hung up, by the warriors of Bolabola, as 
a memorial of their conqueft. 

The weather being hazy on the twenty-fecond and 
twenty-third, with ihong gales, the Lieutenant did not 
venture to put to fea; but, on the twenty-fourth, though 
the wind continued to be variable, he got under fail, and 
plied to the northward within the reef, purpofing to 
go out at a wider opening than that by which he had 
entered the harbour. However, in doing this, he was 
in imminent danger of ihiking on the rock. The mafter, 
who by his order had kept continually founding in the 
chains, fuddenly called out, "two fathom." Though our 
Commander knew that the fhip drew at leaft fourteen 
feet, and confequently that the ihoal could not poffibly 
be under her keel, he was, neverthelefs, juflly alarmed. 
Happily, the tuafler was either miftaken, or the Endea
vour went along the edge of a coral rock, Inany of which, 
in the neighbourhood of thefe ifiands, are as fteep as a 
wall ;;c. 

After a tedious navigation of fome days, during which 
feveral fmall iflands were feen, and the long-boat landed 
at Otaha, Lieutenant Cook returned to Ulietea, but to 
a different part of it fronl that which he had viftted 
before. In a harbour, belonging to the weft fide of the 
ifiand, he came to an anchor on the firft of, A ugufl. 
This meaf ure was nece:ffary, in order to flop a leak which 
the fuip had fprung in the powder-room, and to take 

.. Hawkefworth) ubi fupra, p. 256- 2 58• 
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in more ballaft, as fhe was found too light to carry fail 
upon a wind. The place where the Endeavour was fecured 
wa~ con venientl y fituated for the Lieutenant's purpofe of 
obtaining ballaft and water. 

Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and the gentlemen who went 
on !hore this day, [pent their tinle much to their fatif
faPtion. The reception they met was refpeCtful in the 
.higheft degree, and the behaviour of the Indians to the 
Englifh indicated a fear of them, mixed with a confidence 
that they had no propenfity to commit any kind of injury. 
In an intercourfe which the Lieutenant and his friends 
carried on, for feveral days, with the inhabitants of this 
part of the iihnd, it appeared that the terrors which 
Tupia had expre{[ed of the Bolabola conquerors were 
wholly groundlefs. Even Opoony, the formidable King 
of Bolabola, treated our navigators with refpect. Being 
at Ulietea on the fifth of Auguft, he fent Mr. Cook a 
prefent of three hogs, fome fowls, and feveral pieces of 
cloth, of uncommon length, together with a confiderable 
quantity of plantains, cocoa-nuts, and other refrefhments. 
This prefent was accompanied with a me{[age, that, on the 
next day, he intended to pay our Commander a vifit. 
Accordingly, on the fixth, the Lieutenant and the reft of 
the gentlemen all ftaid at home, in expectation of this im
portant vifiter; who did not, however, make his appearance, 
but fent three very pretty girls as his meffengers, to de
mand fomething in return for his prefent. In the afternoon, 
as the great King would not go to the Englifh, the Englifh 
determined to go to the great King. From the account 
which had been given of him, as lord of the Bolabola men, 
who were the conquerors of Ulietea, and the terror of 
all the other iilands, Lieutenant Cook and his con1panions 
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expeCted to fee a young and vigorous chief, with an ~n~eI .. 
ligent countenance, and the marks of an enterpnZlng 
fpirit; inftead of which, they found a feeble wretch, 
withered and decrepid, half blind with age, and fa ilug
gifh and ftupid that he fcarcely appeared to be poffei!ed 
even of a common degree of underftanding. Otaha beIng 
the principal place of Opoony's refidence, he went with 
our navigators to that ifiand on the next day; and 
they were in hopes of deriving fome advantage from 
his influence, in obtaining fuch provifion as they wanted. 
In this refpett, however, they were difappointed; for, 
though they had prefented him with an axe, as an induce
ment to him to encourage his fubjeCl:s in dealing with 
them, they were obliged to leave him without having pro
cured a fingle article. 

The time which the carpenters had taken up in flop
ping the leak of the fuip, having detained our voyagers 
longer at Ulietea than they would otherwife have ftaid, 
Lieutenant Cook determined to give up the defign of 
going on 1hore at Bolabola, efpecially as it appeared to 
be difficult of accefs. The principal iflands, about which 
the Englifh had now f pent fomewhat more than three 
weeks, were fix in number; Ulietea, Otaha, Bolabola, 
Huaneine, Tubai, and Maurua ,\$. As they lie contiguous 
to each other, the Lieutenant gave them the general 
appellation of SOCIETY ISLANDS; but did not think pro-

• Thefe iflands are fituated between the latitude of 16° 10' and 16° 55' fouth and 
between the longitude of 1500 57' and 1520 weft from the meridian of Green~ich. 
The fmailer iflands difcovered, or feen, in the neighbourhood of Otaheite and the 
Society Ines, were Tethuroa, Eimeo, Tapoamanao, Oatara, Opururu, Tamou, Toa
boutu, and Whennuaia. 

per 
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per to diftinguifh them· feparately by any other names 
than thofe by which they were called by the natives. 

On the ninth of Auguft, the leak of the veffel having 
been ftopped, and the frefh frock that had been purchafed 
being brought on board, our Commander took the oppor
tunity of a breeze which fprang up at eaft, and failed 
out of the harbour. As he was failing away, Tupia 
ftrongly urged him to fire a fhot towards Bolabola; and, 
though that ifland was at feven leagues diftance, the 
Lieutenant obliged him by complying with his requeft~ 
Tupia's views probably were, to difplay a mark of' his 
refentment, and to fhew the power of his new allies ~::-~ 

Our voyagers purfued their courfe, without meeting 
with any event worthy of notice, till the thirteenth, when 
land was difcovered bearing fouth-eaft, and which Tupia 
informed them to be an ifiand called OHETEROA. On the 
next day, Mr. Cook fent Mr. Gore, one of his Lieutenants, 
in the pinnace, with orders that he fhould endeavour to get 
on fhore, and learn from the natives whether there was 
anchorage in a bay then in fight, and what land lay farther 
to the fouthward. Mr. Gore was accompanied in this 
expedition by Mr. Banks,. Dr. Solander, and Tupia, who 
ufed every method, but in vain, to conciliate the minds 
of the inhabitants, and to engage them in a friendly inter
courfe. As, upon making the circuit of the ifiand; neither 
harbour nor anchorage could be found' upon· it~ and, at 
the faine time, the difpofition of the people was fo hoftile, 
that landing would be rendered impracticable without 
bloodfhed, Mr. Cook determined, with equal wifdoffi. and 

• Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 258-27°' 
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humanity, not to attempt it, baying no motive that could 
juftify the rifk of life o;c. 

From Tupia our navigators learned that there were 
various ifiands lying at different diftances and in diflerent 
direCtions from Oheteroa, between the fouth and the north
weft; and that to the north-eaft there was an ifland called 
Manna, Bird Ifiand. This he reprefented as being at the 
diftance of three days fail; but he feemed lnoft defirous 
that Lieutenant Cook fhould proceed to the weftward, and 
defcribed feveral ifiands in that fituation, which he faid he 
had vifited. It appeared, from his defcription of them, 
that there were probably Bofcawen and Keppel's Iflands~ 
which were difcovered by Captain Wallis. The fartheft 
ii1and that Tupia knew of to the fouthward, lay, he faid, 
at the di11:ance of about two days fail frolll Oheteroa, and 
was called MOUTOU. But he added, that his father had 
informed him of there being ifiands ftill more to the 
fouth. Upon the whole, our Commander determined to 
frand fouthward in fearch of a continent, and to lofe no 
time in attempting to difcover any other ifiands than fuch 
as he might happen to fall in with during his courfe t. 

On the fifteenth of Auguft, our voyagers failed from 
Oheteroa; and on the twenty-fifth of the fame month 
was celebrated the anniverfary of their -departure from 
England. The comet was feen on the thirtieth. It was 
a little above the horizon, in the eaftern part of the hea-

'* Oheteroa is fituated in the latitude of 22° 27' fouth, and in the longitude of 150° 47' 
wen: from the ~eri~ian of Greenwich. It is thirteen miles in circuit, and rather high 

than l~w; but ~t did not appear to be equal, either in populoufnefs or fertility, to the 
other Iflands which had been feen in thefe feas. 

t Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 272-279. 
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vens, at one in the morning; and at about half an hour 
after four it paffed the meridian, and its tail fubtended 
an angle of forty-two degrees ,\~. Tupia, who was among 
others that obferved the comet, inftantly cried out, that as 
£oon as it fhould be feen by the people of Bolabola, they 
would attack the inhabitants of Ulietea, who would be 
obliged to endeavour to preferve their lives by fleeing with 
the utmoft precipitation to the mountains. 

On the fixth of October land was difcovered, which 
appeared to be large. When, on the next day, it was 
more diftincUy vifible, it affumed a fl:inlarger appearance, 
and difplayed four or five ranges of hills, rifing one over 
the other, above all which was a chain of mountains of an 
enormous height. This land naturally became the fubjeCt 
of much eager converfation; and the general opinion of 
the gentlemen on board the Endeavour was, that. they had 
found the 'Ierra auflralis incognita. In faCt, it was a part 
of New Zealand, where the firft adventures the Englifh 
met with were very unpleafant, on account of the hoftile 
difpofition of the inhabitants. 

Lieutenant Cook, having anchored, on the eighth, in 
a bay, at the entrance of a fmall river, went on :fhore in 
the evening, with the pinnace and yawl, accon1panied by 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, and attended with a party 
of men. Being defirous of converfing with fome natives 
whom he had obferved on the oppofite fide of the river 
from that on which he had landed, he ordered the yawl in, 
to carry himfelf and his companions over, and left the 
pinnace at the entrance. When they came near the place 

• The latitude of the {hip was 380 20' fouth, and the longitude, by log, 14f 6' 
weft. 
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where the Indians w·ere affembled, the latter all ran away; 
and the gentlemen, having left four boys to take care 
of the yawl, walked up to feveral hats which were about 
two or three hundred yards from the water-fide. They 
had not gone very far, when four men, armed with long 
lances, rufhed out of the woods, and running up to attack 
the boat would certainly have cut her off, if they had 
not been di[covered by the people in the pinnace, who 
called to the boys to drop down the ftream. The boys 
inftantly obeyed; but being clo[ely pur[ued by the na-

\ 

tives, the cockfwain of the pinnace, to whom the charge 
of the boats was committed, fired a mufquet over their 
heads. At this they ftopped and looked around them; 
but their alarm. fpeedily [ubftding, they brandifhed their 
lances in a threatening lnanner, and in a few n1inutes 
.renewed the purfuit. The firing of a fecond mu[quet 
over their heads did not draw from them any kin.d of 
notice. At laft, one of them having lifted up his fpear 
to dart it at the boat, another piece was fired, by which 
he was fhot dead. At the fall of their affociate, the three 
r.emaining Indians ftood for a while motionlefs, and [eem
ed petrified with aftonifhment. No fooner had they reco
vered themfelves, than they went back, dragging after 
them the dead body, which, however, they were obliged 
to leave, that it might not retard their flight. Lieutenant 
Cook and his friends, who had ftraggled to a little diftance 
from each other, were drawn together upon the report 
of the firft mufquet, and returned [peedily to the boat 
in which having croffed the river, they foon beheld th; 
Indian lying dead upon the ground. After their return 
to the. filip, they could hear the people on fhore talk-

1ng 
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ing with great earneftnefs, and in a very loud tone of C HAP. 

voice -:~ .. 
Notwithftanding this difafter, the Lieutenant, being 

defirous of eftablifhing an intercourfe with the natives, 
ordered, on the following day, three boats to be manned 9 Otl:. 

with feamen and marines, and proceeded towards the 
iliore, accompanied by Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, the other 
gentlemen, ahd Tupia. About fifty of the inhabitants 
feelued to wait for their landing, having feated themfelves 
upon the ground, on the oppofite fide of the river. This 
being regarded as a fign of fear, Mr. Cook, with only Mr~ 
Banks, Dr. Solander, and Tupia, advanced towards them; 
but they had not gone many paces before all the Indians 
flarted up, and every man produced either a long pike, 
or a fmall weapon of green talk. Though Tupia called 
to them in the language of Otaheite, they only anfwer-
ed by flouri111ing their weapons, and making figns for the 
gentlemen to depart. On a mufquet's being fired wide 
of them, they defifted from their threats; and our Com-
Inander, who had prudently retreated till the marines could 
be landed, again advanced towards them, with Mr. Banks, 
Dr. Solander, and Tupia, to whom were now added Mr. 
Green and Mr. Monkhoufe. Tupia was a fecond time 
direCted to fpeak to them, and it was perceived with great 
pleafure that he was perfeCtly underftood, his and their 
language being the fame, excepting only in a diverfityof 
dialeCt. He informed them that our voyagers only want-
ed provifion and water, in exchange for iron, the proper-
ties of which he explained as far as he was able. Though 
the natives feemed willing to trade, Tupia was fenfible, 
during the courfe of his converfation with them, that 

• Hawkefwortb, ubi fupra, p. 280-286. 
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their intentions were unfriendly; and of this he repeat
edly warned the Englifh gentlemen. At length, tw~nty 
or thirty of the Indians were induced to crofs the nver, 
~lpon which prefents were made them of iron and beads. 
On thefe they appeared to fet little value, and particularly 
on the iron, not having the leaft conception of its ufe, 
fo that nothing was obtained in return excepting a fe,v 
feathers. Their arms, indeed, they offered to exchange 
for thofe of our voyagers, and this being refufed" they 
made various attempts to fnatch them out of their hands. 
Tupia was now inftruCted to acquaint the Indians, that our 
gentlemen would be obliged to kill them, if they pro
ceeded to any farther violence; notwithftanding which, 
one of them, while Mr. Green happened to turn about, 
feized his hanger, and retired to a little difiance, withJ a 
iliout of exultation. The others, at the fame time, began 
to be extremely infolent, and more of the natives were 
feen coming to join them from the oppofite fide. of the 
river. It being, therefore, neceffary to reprefs them, Mr. 
Banks fired, with fmall iliat,: at the diftance of about 
fifteen yards, upon the man who had taken the hanger. 
Though he was {truck, he did not return the hanger, 
but continued to wave it round his head, while he ilowly 
made his retreat. Mr. Monkhoufe then fired at him with 
ball, and he inftantly dropped. So far, however, were 
the Indians from being fufficiently terrified, that the main 
body of them, who, upon the firft difcharge, had retired 
to a rock in the midt'le of the river, began to return, and 
it was with no fmall difficulty that Mr. Monkhoufe fecured 
the hanger. The vihole number of them continuing to 
advance, three of the Englifh patty difcharged their pieces 
at them, loaded only with fmall ibot, upon which they 
{warn back for the fhore, and it appeared, upon their 

landing, 
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landing, that two or three of them were wounded. While 
they retired fiowly up the country, Lieutenant Cook and 
his companions reimbarked in their brj,tts. 

As the Lieutenant had unhappily experienced that no
thing, at this place, could be done with thefe people, and 
found that the ,vater in the river was faIt, he proceeded 
in the boats, round the head of the bay, in fearch of frefil 
water. Befide this, he had formed a defign of furprizing 
fome of the natives, and taking them on board, that, by 
kind treatment and prefents, he might obtain their friend
iliip, and render them the' inftruments f of eftabliihing 
for him an amicable intercourfe with their countryn1en. 
While, upon account of a dangerous furf which every 
where beat upon the fuore, the boats were prevented 
from landing, our Commander faw two canoes coming 
in from the fea, one under fail, and the 'other worked 
with paddles. This he' thought to be a favourable oppor
tunity for executing his purpofe. Accordingly, the boats 
were difpofed in fuch a manner as appeared moft likely 
to be fuccefsful in intercepting the canoes. Notwith
!tanding this, the Indians, in the canoe which was paddled, 
exerted themfelves with fa much vigour, at the firfi: ap
prehenfion of danger, that they efcaped to the neareft 
land. The other canoe failed on without difcerning the 
Engliih, till fhe was in the midi! of them; but no fooner 
had file difcovered them than the people on board firuck 
their fail, and plied their paddles fo briikly as to outrun 
the boat by which they were purfued. Being within 
hearing, Tupia called to them to come alongfide, with 
affurances that they fi10uld not in any degree be hurt 
or injured. They trufted, however, more to their own 
paddles, than, to Tupia's promifes, and continued to flee 
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from our navigators with all their power. Mr. Cook, as the 
Ie aft exceptionable expedient of accomplifhing his defign, 
ordered a mufquet to be fired over their heads. This, 
he hoped, would either make them furrender or leap into 
the water, but it produced a contrary effect. The Indians, 
who were feven in number, immediately formed a refolu
tioD not to fly, but to fight. When, therefore, the boat came 
up, they began the attack with their paddles, and with 
ftones and other offenfive weapons; and they carried it 
on with fo much vigour and violence, that the Englifh 
thought themfelves obliged to fire upon them in their 
own defence; the confequence of which was, that four 
were unhappily killed. The other three, who were boys, 
the eldeft about nineteen, and the youngeft about eleven, 
inftantly leaped into the water, and endeavoured to make 
their efcape; but being with fome difficulty overpowered 
by our people, they were brought into the boat ';;<. 

It is impoffible to reflect upon this part of Lieutenant 
Cook's conduct with any degree of fatisfaction. He, him
felf, upon a calm review, did not approve of it; and he 
was fenfible that it would be cenfured by the feelings of 
every reader of humanity. It is probable that his mind 
was fa far irritated by the difagreeable preceding events 
of this unfortunate day, and by the unexpected violence 
of the Indians in the canoe, as to lofe fomewhat of that 
fe1f-poifeffion by which his character in general was emi
nently diftinguifhed. Candonr, however, requires that 
I fhould relate what he hath offered in extenuation not 
in defence, of the tranfaction; and this fhall be do~e in 
his own words, as they are given us -by Dr. Hawkefworth. 

• Hawkefworth) ubi fupra, p. l86-z90. 

" Thefe 
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" Thefe people certainly did not deferve death for not C HAP. 

" choofing to confide in my promifes, or not confenting ~ 
" to come on board my boat, even if they had appre- 1769' 

" hended no danger. But the nature of my fervice re-
" quired Ine to obtain a knowledge of their country, 
" which I could no otherwife effect than by forcing my 
" way into it in a hoftile manner, or gaining admiffion 
" through the confidence and good-will of the people. 
" I had already tried the power of prefents without effect ; 
" and I was now prompted, by my defire to avoid farther 
" hoftilities, to get fome of them on board, as the only 
" method left of convincing them that we intended them 
" no harm, and had it in our power to contribute to 
" their gratification and convenience. Thus far my in-
" tentions certainly were not criminal ; and though in 
" the contefl:, which I had not the leafl: reafon to expect, 
" our victory might have been complete without fo great 
" an expence of life; yet in fuch fituations, when the 
" command to fire has been given, no man can reftrain 
" its excefs, or prefcribe its effeCt >:<." 

Our voyagers were fuccefsful in conciliating the minds 
of the three boys, to which Tupia particularly contri
buted. When their fears were allayed, and their chear
fulnefs returned, they fang a fong with a degree of tafte 
that furprized the Englifh gentlemen. The tune, like 
thofe of our pfalms, was folemn and flow, containing 
many notes and femitones. 

Some farther attempts were made to eftablifh an inter
courfe with the natives, and Mr. Cook and his friends, 
on the tenth, went on fhore for this purpofe; but being 10 oat 

• Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 286-29°' 
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unfuccefsful in their endeavours, they refolved to re-im
bark, left their ftay fhould embroil them in another quar
rel, and coft more of the Indians their lives. On the next 
day, the Lieutenant weighed anchor, and ftood away from 
this unfortunate and inhofpitable place. As it had not 
afforded a fingle article that was wanted, excepting wood, 
he gave it the name of POVERTY BA Y.. By the inhabi
tants it is called T AONEROA, or Long Sand >;'.. I iliaH 
not regularly purfue the courfe of our Commander round 
New Zealand. In this courfe he fpent nearly fix months, 
and made large additions to the knowledge of navigation 
and geography. By making almofi the whole circuit of 
New Zealand, he afcertained it to be two ifiands, with a 
ftrength of evidence which no prejudice could gainfay 
or refift. He obtained, likewife, a fun acquaintance with 
the inhabitants of the different parts of the country, with 
re.gard to whom it was clearly proved, that they are eaters 
of human flefh. Referring to the voyage at large for a 
more :particular difplay of a great number of circum
fiances, I fhall only felect a few things which mark Mr. 
Cook's perfonal conduct, and relate to his intercourfe with 
the natives. 

The good ufage the three boys had met with, and the 
friendly and generous manner in which they were dif
mifre~ to t~eir own homes, had fome effect in foftening 
the dlfpofitlOns of the neighbouring Indians. Several of 
them, who had come on board while the fbip lay becalmed 
in the afternoon, manifefted every fign of friendfhip, and 
cordially invited the Englifh to go back to their old bay, or 

'* Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p- 290, 291, 293, 296. Taoneroa lies in latitude 38-
<4-2' fouth, and longitude 1810 36' weft. 
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-to a cove which was not quite fo far off. But Lieutenant 
Cook chofe rather to profecute his difcoveries, having 
reafon to hope that he fhould find a better harbour than 
any he had yet feen. 

While the fhip was hauling round to the fouth end' 
of a fmall if1~md,- which the Lieutenant had named Port
land ~;:, from its very great refemblance to Portland in the 
Britifh Channel, fhe fuddenly fell into fuoal water and 
broken ground. The foundings were never twice the 
fame, jumping at once from feven fathom to eleven. 
However, they were always feven fathom or more; and 
in a fuort time the Endeavour got clear of danger, and 
again failed in deep water._ While the fhipwas in appa
rent. diftrefs, the inhabitants of the iiland" wha, in vaft 
numbers, fat on its white cliffs, and could not avoid per-
ceiv:ing fome appearance of confufion on board, and fome 
irregularity in the working of the veffel, were defirou8 of 
taking advantage of her critical fituation .. ' Accordingly, 
five canoes, full of men, and well armed, were put off 
with the utmoft expedition-;: and they came fo near, and 
fhewed fo hoftile a difpofition, by fhouting, brandifuing 
their lances, and ufing threatening geftures, that the 
Lieutenant was ia pain for his fmall boat, which was 
frill employed in founding. By a mufquet, which he 
ordered to be fired over them, they were rather provoked 
than intimidated. The firing of a four-pounder, loaded 
with grape-fhot, though purpofely difcharged wide of 
them, produced a better effect. Upon the report of the 
piece, the Indians all rofe up and fi1.outed; but, inftead. 

;t- The natives call,it TEAHowRA Y._ 
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of continuing the chace, they colleCted themfelves toge
ther, and, after a fhort confultation, went quietly away. 

On the fourteenth of October, Lieutenant Cook having 
hoifted out his pinnace and long-boat to fearch for water, 
juft as they were about to fet off, feveral boats, full of' 
the New Zealand. people, were feen coming from the 
fhore. After fome time, five of thefe boats, having on 
hoard between eighty and ninety men, made towards 
the fhip; and four more followed at no great diftance, 
as if to fuftain the attack. When the firft five had gotten 
within about a hundred yards of the Endeavour, they 
began to fing their war fong, and, brandifhing their pikes, 
prepared for an engagement. As the Lieutenant was 
extremely defirous of avoiding the unhappy neceffity of 
uiing fire-arms againft the natives, Tupia was ordered to 
acquaint them, that our voyagers had weapons which, 
like thunder, would deftroy them in a moment; that 
they would immediately convince them of their power 
by direCting their effect fo that they fhould not be hurt; 
but that if they perfifted in any hoftile atten1pt, they 
would be expofed to the direCt attack of thefe formidable 
weapons. A four-pounder, loaded with grape-fuot, was 
then fired wide of them; and this expedient was fortu
nately attended with fuccefs. The report, the £lalli, and, 
above all, the ihot, which fpread very far in the water, 
terrified the Indians to fuch a degree, that they began 
to paddle away with all their might. At the inftance, 
however, of Tupia, the people of one of the boats were 
induced to lay afide their arms, and to come under the 
ftern of the Endeavour; in confequence of which they 
received a variety of ,prefents_ 

On 
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On the next day a circumftance occurred, which fhewed 
how ready one of the inhabitants of New Zealand was 
to take an advantage of our navigators. In a large armed 
canoe, which came boldly alongfide of the filip, was a 
man who had a black ikin thrown over him, fomewhat 
like that of a bear. Mr. Cook being defirous of knowing 
to what animal it originally belonged, offered the Indian 
for it a piece of red baize. With this bargain he feemed to 
be greatly pleafed, imlnediately pulling off the ikin, and 
holding it up in the boat. He would not, however, part 
with it till he had the cloth in his poffeffion; and as there 
could be no transfer of property, if equal caution fhould 
be exercifed on both fides, the Lieutenant ordered the 
baize to be delivered into his hands. Upon this, inftead 
of fending up the fkin, he began, with amazing coolnefs, 
to pack up both that and the cloth, which he had received 
as the purchafe of it, in a baiket: nor did he pay the leaft 
regard to Mr. Cook's demand or remonftrances, but foon 
after put off from the Englifh veffel. Our Commander 
was too generous to revenge this infult by any aCt of 
feverity. 

During the courfe of a traffic which was carrying 
on for fome fifh, little Tayeto, Tupia's boy, was placed 
among others over the filip's fide, to hand up what 
was purchafed. While be was thus employed, one of 
the New Zealanders, watching his opportunity, fuddenly 
feized him, and dragged hin1 into a canoe. Two of the 
natives then held hin1 down in the fore part of it, and the 
others, with great activity, paddled her off with all poffible 
celerity. An action fo violent rendered it inclifpenfably 
neceffary that the marines, who were in arms upon the 
deck, fhould be ordered to fire. Though the ihot wa,s 
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direeted to that part of the canoe which was fartheft from 

the boy, and fomewhat wide of her, it being thought pre

ferable rather to mifs the rowers than to run the hazard of 

hurting Tayeto, it happened that one man dropped. This 

occafioned the Indians to quit their hold of the youth. 

who inftantly leaped into the water, and fwam towards 

the ihip. In the mean while, the largeft of the canoes 

pulled round and followed him; and till fame mufquets 

and a great gun were fired at her, did not defift from the 

purfuit. The ihip being brought to, a boat was lowered, 

and the poor boy was taken up unhurt. Some of the gen

tlemen, who with their glaffes traced the canoes to fuore, 

agreed in a:IIerting, that they faw three men carried up 

the beach, who appeared to be either dead or wholly dif

abled by their wounds ;l~. 

While, on the eighteenth, the Endeavour lay a-breaft 

of a peninfula within Portland Ifiand, called TERAKAKO, 

two of the natives, who were judged to be chiefs, placed 

an extraordinary degree of confidence in Mr. Cook. 

They were fa well pleafed with the kindnefs which had 

been ihewn them in a vifit to the iliip, that they deter

mined not to go on fuore till the next morning. This 

was a circumftance by no means agreeable to the Lieu

tenant, and he remonftrated againft it; but as they per

fifted in their refolution, he agreed to comply with it 

provided their fervants a1fo were taken on board, and thei; 

canoe hoifted into the filip. The countenance of one of 

~ Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 298-306. To the cape off which this unhappy tranf~ 

achon happened, Mr Cook gave the name of CAPE KIDNAPPERS. It lies in latitude 

39
0 

43', an~ longitude 182024' weft. Its diftanc~ from the lfie of Portland is thirteen 

leagues. fout~ weft and we.ft. Between them is the bay of which it is the fouth poin~ 

and whIch, m honour of SIr Edward Hawke,. the Lieutenant called Hawke's Bay. 

thefe 
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there two chiefs was the molt open and ingenuotts that 
our Con1mander had ever feen, fa that he foon gave up 
every fufpicion of his entertaining any finifter defign. 
When the guefis were put on :Chore the next morning, 
they expre{[ed fame furprize at feeing themfelves fa far 
from their habitations. 

On Monday the twenty-third, while the ihip was in 
Tegadoo Bay, Lieutenant Cook went on fhore to examine 
the watering-place, and found every thing agreeable to 
his willies. The boat landed in the cove, without the 
leaft furf; the water was excellent, and conveniently iitu
ated; there was plenty of wood clofe to the high water 
mark; and the dif pofition of the people was as favourable 
in all refpeCts as could be defired ,i'. Early the next morn
ing, our Commander fent Lieutenant Gore to fuperintend 
the cutting of wood and filling of water, with a fufficient 
number of men for both purpofes, and all the marines 
as a guard. Soon after, he went on :Chore himfelf, and 
continued there during the whole day. Mr. Banks and 
Dr. Solander, who had landed on the fame day, found 
in their walks feveral things worthy of notice. As they 
were advancing in one of the valleys, the hills on each 
fide of which were very freep, they were fuddenly fhuck 
with the fight of an extraordinary natural curiofity. "It 
" was a rock, perforated through its whole fubftance, fo 
" as to form a rude but ftupendous arch or cavern, open-

• Mr. Cook, with Mr. Green, having taken feveral obfervations of the fun and 
moon, the mean refult of them gave 1800 47' weft longitude; but, as all the obferva
tions made before exceeded thefe, the Lieutenant laid down the coaft from the mean 
of the whole. At noon, this day, he took the fun's meridian altitude with an altro:iio. 

mical quadrant which was fet up at the watering-place, and found the latitude to b~ 
i8° 22' 24'/. 
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" ing directly to the fea. This aperture w~s feventy-five 
" feet long, twenty-feven broad, and five and forty feet 
" high, commanding a view of the bay and the hills 
" on the other fide, which were feen through it; and, 
" opening at once upon the view, produced an effeCt far 
" fuperior to any of the contrivances of art ,;~. 

When, on the twenty-eighth, the gentlemen of the 
Endeavour went on fhore upon an iiland which lies to the 
left hand of the entrance of Tolaga Bay, they faw there 
the largeft canoe they had yet met with; her length being 
fixty-eight feet and a half, her breadth five feet, and her 
height three feet fix inches. In the fame ifland was a 
larger houfe than any they had hitherto feen; but it was 
in an unfinifhed ftate, and full of chips +. 

While the ihip was in Hicks's Bay, the inhabitants of 
the adjoining coaft were found to be very hoftile. This 
gave much uneafinefs to our navigators, and was, indeed, 
contrary to their expectation; for they had hoped, that the 
report of their power and clemency had fpread to a greater 
extent. At day-break, on the firft of November, they 
counted no lefs than five and forty canoes that were com
ing from the fhore towards the Endeavour; and thefe 
were followed by feveral more from another place. Some 
of the Indians traded fairly; but others of them took what 
was handed down to theln without making any return, and 
added derifion to fraud. The infolence of one of them was 
very remarkable. Some linen hanging over the filip's fide 

'" HawkeCworth, ubi Cupra, p. 3£:8,3°9,317,318• 

t Ibid. p. 1l~-I20. Among other trifling curiofities, which Dr. Solander pur

~hafed of the IndIans, was. a boy's top, {baped exaaly like thofe which children play with 

In England; and the natiVes 1hewed, by figns) tha~ it was to be whipped in order to 
make it ipin. 

to 
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to dry, this man, without any ceremony, untied it, and put 
it up in his bundle. Being immediately called to, and 
required to return it, inftead of doing fo, he let his canoe 
drop a-ftern, and laughed at the Englifh. A mufquet 
which was fired over his head did not put a ftop to his 
mirth. From a fecond mufquet, which was loaded with 
fmall fhot, he fhrunk a little, when the fhot {huck him· 
upon his back; but he regarded it no more than one 
of our men would have done the ftroke of a rattan, and 
continued with great compofure to pack up the linen 
which he had ftolen. All the canoes now dropped 
a-ftern, and fet up their fong of defiance, which lafted. 
till they were at about four hundred yards diftance from 
the ihip'. As they did not appear to have a defign of at
tacking our voyagers, Lieutenant Cook was unwilling to 
do them any hurt; and yet he thought that their going 
off in a bravado nlight have a bad effect when it fhould 
be reported, on fhore. To convince them, therefore, that 
they were ftillin his power, though far beyond the reach 
of any miffile weapon with which they were acquainted, 
he ordered a four-pounder to be fired in f uch a manner 
as to pafs near them. As the fhot happened to ftrike 
the water, and to rife feveral times at a great diftance 
beyond the canoes, the Indians were fa much terrified, 
that, without once looking behind them, they paddled 
aw.ay as faft as they were able. 

In ftanding weftward from ~ fmall ifiancl called· Mow
tohora, the Endeavour fuddenly fhoaled her water frOln 
feventeen to ten fathom. As the Lieutenant knew that 
fhe was not far fronl fon1e fmall ifiands and rocks which 
had been feen before it was dark, and which he had in
tended to have paffed that evening, he thought it more 

prudent 
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prudent to tack, and to fpend the night under Mowtohora, 
where he was certain that there was no danger. It waS 
happy for himfelf and for all our voyagers that he formed 
this refolution. In the morning they difcovered, a head 
of them, feveral rocks, fome of which were level with the 
furface of the water, and fome below it; and the ihiking 
againft which could not in the hou~ of darknefs have 
been avoided. In palling between thefe rocks and the 
main, the fhip had only from ten to feven fathom water;*. 
, While Mr. Cook was near an iiland which he called 

the MAYOR, the inhabitants of the neighbouring coaft 
difplayed many inftances of hoftility, and, in their traffic 
with our navigators, committed various acts of fraud and 
robbery. As the Lieutenant intended to continue in the 
place five or fix days, in order to make an obfervation of 
the tranfit of Mercury, it was abfolutely neceff'ary, for the 
prevention of future mifchief, to convince thefe people 
that the Eaglifh were not to be ill-treated with impunity. 
Accordingly, fome fmall !hot were fired at a thief of un
common ihfolence, and a mufquet-ball was difcharged 
through the bottom of his boat. Upon this it was paddled 
to about a hundred yards diftance; and, to the furprize 
of Mr. Cook and his friends, the Indians in the other 
canoes took not the leaf\: notice of their wounded compa
nion, though he bled very much, but returned to the fhip, 
and continued to trade with the moil: perfect indiffereIlce 
and unconcern. For a confiderable time they dealt fairly. 
At laft, however, one of them thought fit to move off 
with two different pieces of cloth which had been given 
for the fame weapon. When he had gotten to fuch a 

Hawkefwol'th, ubi wpra, p. 325-327: 

diftance 
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diftance that he thought himfelf fecure of his prizes, a 
mufquet was fired after him, which fortunately ftruck 
the boat juft at the water's edge, and made two hole~ in 
her fide. This excited fuch an alarm, that not only the 
people who were :!hot at, but all the reft of the canoes, 
made off with the utmoft expedition. As the laft proof 
of fuperiority, our Commander ordered a round :!hot to 
be fired over them, and not a boat ftopped till they got 
to land. 

After an early breakfaft on the ninth of November, 
Lieutenant Cook went on :!hore, with Mr. Green, and 
proper inftruments, to obferve the tranfit of Mercury. 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander were of the party. The 
weather had for fome time been very thick, with much 
rain; but this day proved fo favourable, that not a cloud 
intervened during the whole tranfit. The obfervation 
of the ingrefs was made by Mr. Green alone, Mr. Cook 
being employed in taking the fun's altitude to afcertain 
the time ,;c. 

While the gentlemen were thus ~ngaged on :!hore, 
they were alarmed by the firing of a great gun from the 
!hip; and on their return received the following account 
of the tranfaCtion frOln Mr. Gore, the fecond Lieutenant, 

• The tranfit came on at 7h. 20' 58'/ apparent time. According to Mr. Green's 
obfervation, the internal contaCl: was at I2h. 8' 5811

, the external at 12h. 9' 55" P. M. 
According to Mr. Cook's, the internal contaCt was at 12h. 8' 54-", and the external 

12h. 9' 4-81'. The latitude of the place of obfervation was 36° 4-8' 5r. The lati
tude obferved at noon was 36° 4-8' 28". The mean of this and of an obfervation made 
the day before gave 36° 4-8' 28/1 fouth; the latitude of the place of obfervation. The 
variation of the compafs was 11° 9' eaft. 

On the preceding day, the Lieutenant had obferved the fun's meridional zenith dif

tance by an aftronomical quadrant, which gave the latitude 36° 47' 4-3" within the fouth 
entran:« of Mercury Bay. 
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c HAP. who had been left commanding officer on board. During 
" I I. the carrying on ofa trade with ,fome fmallcanoes, two 
"--v--I -very large ones came up, full of men. Inane of the 

1769. d ,canoes were forty-feven perfons, all of whom were arme 
with pikes, frones, and darts, and affumed the appearance 
of a hoftile intention. However, after a little time, they 
began to traffic, fome of them offering their arms, and one 
of them a fquare piece of cloth, which makes a part of 
their drefs, called a Haabow. Mr. Gore having agreed for 
it, fent down the price, which was a piece of Britifh cloth, 
and expected his purcha[e. But as foon as the Indian had 
gotten Mr. Gore's cloth in his poffeffion, he refufed to part 
with his ,own, and put off his canoe. Upon being threat
,ened for his fraud, he and his companions began to fing 
their war fang in defiance, and iliook their paddles. 
Though their infolence did not proceed to an attack, and 
only defied Mr. Gore to take any remedy in his power, 
he was fo provoked, that he levelled a mufquet loaded 
with ball at the offender, while he was holding the cloth 
in his hand, and iliot him dead. When the Indian 
fell, all the canoes put off to fame difrance, but con
tinued to keep together in fuch a manner that it was 
apprehended they might frill meditate an attack. To fe
cure, therefore, a fafe paifage for the boat of the Endea
vour, which was wanted on fhore, a round fuot was fired 
with fa much effect over their heads, as to make thenl all 
flee with the utmoft precipitation. It was matter of re
gret to Lieutenant Cook that Mr. Gore had not, in the cafe 
of the offending Indian, tried the experiment of a few 
fmall iliot, which had been fuccefsful in former inftances 
.of robbery. 

On 
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On Friday, the tenth, our Commander, accompanied 
by Mr. Banks and the other gentlemen, went with 
two boats, to examine a ,large river that empties itfelf 
into the head of Mercury Ray. As the fituation they were 
now in abounded with conveniences, the Lieutenant has 
taken care to point them out for the benefit of future 
navigators. If any occafion fhould ever render it neceffary 
for a ihip either to winter here, or to flay for a confiderable 
length of time, tents might be built on a high point or 
peninfula in this place, upon ground fufficiently fpacious 
for the purpofe; and they might eafily be made impregna
ble to the whole force of the country .. ' Indeed, the 1110ft 

ikilful engineer in Europe could ,not choofe a fituation 
better adapted to enable a fmall number to defend them
felves . againft a greater. Among other accomll1odations 
which the Endeavour's company met with in Mercury 
Bay, they derived an agreeable refreihment from fome 
oyfier beds, whIch they had fortunately difcovered. The 
oyfiers, which were as good as ever came from Colchef
ter, and about the fame fize, were fo plentiful, that not 
the boat only, but the fhip itfelf, might have been loaded 
in one tide .;;~ . 

On Wednefday, the fifteenth, Lieutenant Cook failed 
out of MERCURY BAY~ This name had been given to it 
on account of the obfervation which had there been luade 
of the tranfit of that planet over the fun t. The river 
where oyfiers had been fo plentifully found, he called 
OYSTER RIVER. There is another river, at the head of 
the bay, which is the beft and fafeft place for a fhip that 

*. Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 331-341. 
t Mercury Bay lies ill latitude 360 47' fouth j and in the longitude of 18404' weft. 
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wants to fray any length of time. From the number of 
mangroves about it, the Lieutenant named it MANGROVE 

RIVER. In feveral parts of Mercury Bay, our voyagers 
faw, thrown upon the ihore, great quantities of iron fand, 
which is brought down by every little rivulet of frefh 
water that finds its way from the country. This is a de
n1onfrration that there is ore of that metal not far inland; 
and yet none of the inhabitants of New Zealand who had 
yet been feen knew the ufe of iron, or fet upon it the 
leafi degree of value. They had all of them preferred 
the moft worthlefs and ufelefs trifle, not only to a nail, but 
to any tool of that metal. Before the Endeavour left the 
bay, the fhip's name and that of the Commander were 
cut upon one of the trees near the watering place, together 
with the date of the year and month when our navigators 
were there. Befides this, Mr. Cook, after difplaying the 
Engliih colours, took formal poffeffion of the place in 
the name of his Britannic Majefty, KIng· George the 
Third *. 

In the range from Mercury Bay, feveral canoes, on 
the eighteenth, put off from different places, and advanced 
towards the Endeavour. When two of them, in which there 
might be about fixty men, came within the reach of the hu
man voice, the Indians fung their war fong; but feeing that 
little notice was taken of them, they threw a few ftones at 
the Engliih, and then rowed off towards the fll0re. In a 
!hort time, however, they returned, as if with a fixed re
folution to 'provoke our voyagers to a battle, animating 
themfe1ves by their fong as they had done before. Tupia, 
without any direCtions from the gentlemen of the Endea
vour, began to expoftulate with the natives, and told them 

! Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 346-348. 

that 
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that our people had weapons which could deftroy them 
in a moment. Their anfwer to this expoftulation was, 
in their own language, " come on ihore, and we will kill 
" you all." "Well, replied Tupia, but why fhould you 
" moleft us while we are at fea? As we do not wifh to 
" fight, we fhall not accept your challenge to come on 
" fhore; and here there is no pretence for a quarrel, the 
" fea being no more your property than the ihip." This 
eloquence, which greatly furprized Lieutenant Cook and 
his friends, as they had not fuggefted to Tupia any of 
the arguments he made ufe of, produced no effeCt 
upon the minds of the Indians, who foon renewed their 
attack. The oratory of a mufquet, which was fired 
through"one of their boats, quelled their courage, and 
fent them inftantly away. 

While our Commander was in the Bay of Hlands, he 
had a favourable opportunity of examining the interior 
part of the country and its produce. At day break, there
fore, on the. twentieth of the month, he fet out in the 
pinnace and long-boat, accompanied by Mr. Banks, Dr. 
Solander, and Tupia, and found the inlet at which they 
entered end in a river, about nine miles above the fhip. 
Up this river, to which was given the name of the 
Thames, they proceeded tin near noon, when they \vere 
fourteen miles within its entrance. As the gentlemen 
then found the face of the country to continue nearly 
the fame, without any alteration in the courfe of the 
{hearn, and had no hope of tracing it to its fource, they 
landed on the weft fide, to take a view of the lofty trees 
which every where ,adorned its banks. The trees were 
of a kind which they had ieen before, both in Poverty 
Bay and Hawke's Bay, though only at a diftance. They 
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had not walked a hundred yards into the woods, when 
they met with one of the trees, which, at the height of 
fix feet above the ground, was nineteen feet eight inches 
in the girt. Lieutenant Cook, ha~ing a quadrant with 
him, meaf ured its height fronl the root to the firft branch, 
and found it to be eighty-nine feet. It was as ftrait as an 
arrow, and tapered but very little in proportion to its 
height; fa that, in the Lieutenant's judgment, thel'e muft 
have been three hundred and fifty-fix feet of folid timber 
in it, exc1ufive of the branches. As the party advanced, 
they faw many other trees, which were frill larger. A 
young one tlley cut down, the wood of which was heavy 
and folid, not fit for mafi$, but fuch as would make the 
finefi plank in the world. The carpenter of the ihip, 
who was with the party, faid that the timber refembled 
that of the pitch-pine, which is lightened by tapping. If 
it ihould appear that fome fuch method would be fuccefs
fnl, in lightening thefe trees, they would then furnifh 
ll1afis fuperior to thofe of any country in Europe. As 
the wood was fwampy, the gentlemen could not range 
far; but they found many frout trees of other kinds, 
with which they were totally 1.1nacquainted, and fpeci
mens of which they brought away. 

On the twenty--fecond, another infiance occurred, in 
which the commanding officer left on board did not know 
how to exercife his power with the good fenfe and nlO
deration of Mr. Cook. While fome of the natives were 
in the fhip below with Mr. B~nks, a young man who was 
upon the deck fiole a half-minute glafs, and was deteCted 
juft as he was carrying it off. Mr. Hicks, in his indio-na
tion againft the offender, was pleafed to order tha~ he 
fhould be punifhed, by giving him twelve lailie$ with 

a cat-
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a cat-o'nine tails. When the other Indians who were 
on board faw him feized for this purpofe, they attempted 
to refcue him; and being refifted, they called for their 
arms, which were handed from the canoes. At the fame 
time, the people of one of the canoes attempted to come up 
the fide of the Endeavour. The tumult having called up 
Mr~ Banks and Tupia, the natives ran to the latter, and 
folicited his interpofition. All, however, which he could· 
do, as Mr. Hicks continued inexorable, was to affure them: 
that nothing was intended againft the life of their com
panion, and that it was neceffary that he ihould fuffer 
fome punifhment for his offence. With this explanation 
they appeared to be fatisfied; and when the puniihment 
had been inflicted, an old nlan among the fpeetators, who 
was fuppofed to be the criminal's father, gave him a fevere 
beating, and fent him down itlto his canoe. Notwith
ftanding this, the Indians were far from being" reconciled 
to the treatment which their countryman had received. 
Their chearful confidence was gone; and though they 
promifed, at their departure, to return with fome fiih, the 
Engliih faw them no more,l'L 

On the twenty-ninth of November, Lieutenant Cook, 
Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and others with them, were in 
a fituation fomewhat critical and alarming. Having land·· 
ed upon an iiland in the neighbourhood of Cape Bret, 
they were in a few minutes furrounded by two or three 
hundred· people. Though the Indians were all armed, they. 
came on in fo confufed and ftraggling a manner, that it did 
110t appear that any injury was intended by them; and the 
Englifh gentlemen were determined that hofiilities fhould 

! Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, po_ 349-355. 
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nof begin on their part. At firft the natives continued 
quiet; but their weapons were held ready to ftrike, a?-d 
they feemed to be ~ther irrefolute than peaceable. WhIle 
the Lieutenant and his friends remained in this flate of 
fufpence, another party of Indians came up; and the bold. 
nefs of the whole body being increafed by the augment a ... 
tion of their numbers, they began the dance and fong, 
which are their preludes to a battle. An attempt that was 
n1ade by a number of them, to feize the two boats which 
had brought our voyagers to land, appeared to be the 
fignal for a general attack. It now became neceffary for 
l'vir. Cook to exert himfelf with vigour. Accordingly, he 
difcharged his mufquet, which was loaded with fn1all 
ihot, at one of the forwardeft of the affailants, and Mr. 
Banks and two of our men fired immediately afterwards. 
Though this made the natives fall back in fame confufion, 
neverthelefs, one of the chiefs, who was at the diftance of 
about twenty yards, had the courage to rally them, and, 
calling loudly to his companions, led them on to the 
charge. Dr. Solander inftantly difcharged his piece at 
this champion, who, upon feeling the :(hot, ftopped fhort, 
and then ran away with the reft of his countrYlnen. 
Still, however, they did not difperfe, but got upon rifing 

.ground, and feemed only to want fame leader of refolu
tion to renew their a:£fault. As they were now gotten 
beyond the reach of fmall that, the Englifh fired with 
ball, none of which taking place, the Indians continued 
together in a body. While our people were in this doubt
ful fituation, which lafted about a quarter of an hour, the 
ihip, from which a much greater number of natives were 
feen than could be difcovered on fhore, brought her broad
fide to bear, and entirely difperfed them, by firing a few 

filot 
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ihot over their heads. In this fkirmifh, only two of them 
were hurt with the fmall ihot, and not a :lingle life was 
loft; a cafe which would not have happened if Lieute
nant Cook had not refirained his men, who, either from 
fear or the love of mifchief, filewed as much impatience 
to deftroy the Indians as a fportfman to kill his game. 
Such was the difference between the difpofition of the 
common feall1en and marines, and that of their humane 
and judicious Commander >):-. 

On the fame day Mr. Cook difplayed a very exemplary 
act of difcipline. Some of the filip's people, who, when 
the natives were to be punifhed for a fraud, affumed the 
inexorable jufiice of a Lycurgus, thought fit to break 
into one of their plantations, and to dig up a quantity 
of potatoes. ,for this the Lieutenant ordered each of 
them to receive twelve lafhes, after which two of thein 
were difcharged. But the third, in a fingular ftrain of 
mOQility, infifted upon it that it was no crime in an Eng
lifuman to plunder an Indian plantation. The method 
taken by our Commander to refute his caf uifiry, was to 
fend him back to his confinement, and not to permit 
him to be releafed till he had been puniihed with fix 
lafhes more. 

The Endeavour, on the fifth of Decen1ber, was in the 
moil: imminent hazard of being wrecked. At fOUF o'clock 
in the morning of that day, our voyagers weighed, with 
a light breeze; but it being variable with frequent calms, 
they made little way. From that time till the afternoon, 
they kept turning out of the bay,. and about ten at night 
were fuddenly becalmed, fo that the ihip could neither 

Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 36'-36$. 
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wear nor exaCtly keep her ftation. The tide or cu~rent 
fetting ttrong, fhe drove toward land fo faft, that before 
any meafures could be taken for her fecurity, fue was 
within a cable's length of the breakers. Though our 
people had thirteen fathom water, the ground was fo 
foul, that they did not dare to drop their anchor. In this 
cri-lis, the pinnace being immediately hoifted out to take 
the fhip in tow, and the men, fenfible of their danger, 
exerting themfelves to the utmoft, a faint breeze fprang 
up off the land, and our navigators perceived with un
{peakable joy that the veffellnade headway. So near was 
fhe to the {hore, that Tupia, who was ignorant of the 
bair's breadth efcape the company had experienced, was 
at this very time converfing with the Indians upon the 
beach, whofe voices were diftinCtl y heard, notwithftand
ing the roar of the breakers. Mr. Cook and his friends 
now thought that all danger was over; but about an hour 
afterwards, j uft as the man in the chains had cried " feven
" teen fathom," the fhip ftruck. The fhock threw them 
into the utmoft confternation; and .almoft inftantly the 
man in the chain cried out" five fathom." By this time, 
the rock on which the fuip had fttuck .being to the 
windward, fhe went off without having received the leaft 
damage; and the water very foon deepening to twenty 
fathom, {he again failed in fecurity. 

The inhabitants in the Bay of Iflands were found to be 
faT more numerous than in any other 'part of New Zealand 
which Lieutenant Cook had hitherto vifited. It did not 
appear that they were united under one head; and, 
though their towns were fortified, they feemed to live 
together in perfeCt· aUlity. 

The 
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The Endeavour, on the ninth of December, lying be
calmed in DOUBTLESS BAY, an opportunity was taken to 
enquire of the natives concerning their country; and our 
navigators learned from them, by the help of Tupia, that 
at the diftance of three days rowing in their canoes, at a 
place called MOORE-WHENNUA, the land would take a 
ihort turn to the fouthward, and thence extend no more to 
the weft. This place the Englifh gentlelllell concluded to 
be the land difcovered by Tafman, and which had been 
named by him CAPE MARIA VAN DIEMEN. The Lieu
tenant, finding the inhabitants fo intelligent, enquir~d 
farther, if they knew of any country befides their own. 
To this they anfwered, that they had never vifited any 
other; but that their ancefiors had told them that there 
was a country of great extent, to the north-weft by north, 
or north north weft, called ULIMAROA, to which fOlne 
people had failed in a very large canoe; and that only a 
part of them had returned, who reported, that after a 
paffage of a month, they had feen a country where the 
people eat hogs. 

On the thirtietb of December, our navigators faw the 
land, whic~ they judged to be Cape Maria van Diemen, and 
which correfponded with the account that had been given 
of it by the Indians. The next day, from the appearance 
.ofMount Camel, they had a demonftration that, where they 
now were, the breadth of New Zealand could not. be more 
than two or three miles frOlll rea to [ea. During this part 
of the navigation, two particulars occurred which are very 
remarkable. In latitude 35° fouth, and in the midft of 
[ummer, Lieutenant Cook met with a gale of wind, 
which, from its ftrength and continuance, was fnch 3.S 

he had fcarcely ever been in before; and he was three 
M weeks 
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weeks in getting ten Jeagues to the weftward, -and five 
weeks in getting fifty leagues; for at this time, being the 
firft of January, 1770, it was fo long fince he ~ad paffed 
Cape Bret. While the gale bfted, our voyagers were hap
pily at a confiderable diftance from the land; fince other
wife it was highly probable that they would never have 
returned to relate their. adventures ,~'" 

The !hare at Queen Charlotte's Sound, where the En
glifh had arrived on the fourteenth of January, feemed to 
form feveral bays, into one of which the Lieutenant pro
pofed to carry the filip, which was now beeome very foul, 
in order to- careen hel", to repair fome defects, and to 
obtain a recruit of wood and water. At day-break the 
next morning, he ftood in for an inlet, and at eight got 
within the entran{:e. At nine o'clock, there being little 
wind, and what there was being variable, the Endeavour 
was carried by the tide or Cl:lrrent within· two cables' 
length of the north-weft iliore, where fhe had fifty-four 
fathom water. By the help of the boats 1he was gotten 
clear; and about hvo our people anchored in a very fafe 
and convenient cove. Sbon· after, ML Cook, with moft 
of the gentlemen, landed upon the coaft, where they 
found a fine {tream of excellent water, and wood in the 
greateft plenty. Indeed the land, in this part of the 
country, was one foreft, of vaft extent.. As the gentle ... 
men had brought the feine with them, it was hauled once 
or twice; and with fuch fuccefs, that different forts of fifh 
were caught, amounting nearly to three hundred weight'. 
The equal diftribution of thefe among thefhip's company, 
furnifhed them with a very agreeable -refrefhment. 

Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 366, 368, 369, 370,372, 378, 379. 
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When Lieutenant Cook, Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, 
Tupia, and [Olue others, landed on the fixteenth, they 
met with an Indian family, among whom they found 
horrid and indifputable proofs. of the cuftom of eating 
human flefh.. Not to refume fo difagreeable a fubjeCt, it 
may here be obferved once for ail, that evidences of the 
fame cuftom appeared on various occafions. 

On the next day a delightful objeCt engaged the atten
tion of our voyagers. The fhip lying at the diftance of 
fomewhat lefs than a quarter of a mile from the i110re, 
they were awakened by the finging of an incredible l1Ulll

ber of birds, who feemed to {!rain their throats in emula
tion of each other. This wild melody was infinitely fu .. 
perior to any they had ever heard of the fame kind, 
and feemed to be like fmall bells, moft exquifitel y tuned. 
It is probable that the diftance, and the water between, 
might be of no fmall advantage to the found. Upon 
enquiry, the gentlemen were informed that the birds here 
always began to fing about two hours after midnight; 
and that, continuing their nlufic till fun-rife, they were 
filent the reft of the day. In this laft refpeCt, they ref em .. 
ble the nightingales of our own country . 

'On the eighteenth, Lieutenant Cook went out in the 
pinnace to take a view of the bay in which the i11ip was 
now at anchor; and found it to be of great extent, confift
ing of numberlefs fmall harbours and coves, in every 
direCtion. The L,ieutenant confined his excurfion to the 
weftern fide, and the coaft where he landed being an i.m
penetrable foreft, nothing could be [een worthy of notice. 
As our Commander and his friends were returning, they 
faw a fingle man in a canoe fiihing: rowIng up to him, 
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to their (Treat furprize he took. not the leafl: notice 
of 'them ; band even when they were alongfide of him, 
contInued to follow his occnpation, \vit'bdt\t adverting to 
thetn any inore 'than if they hadbeeb. invifrble. 'this 
behaviour was not, however, the refult either of fnllennefS 
or frupidity; for upon being reque'fted to draw up his net~ 
that it might be examined, he readily complied. He 
ihewed, llkewife, to bur people his 'mdde 'of 1i1hing, which 
was fimple and ingellious. 

When, on the nineteenth, the armourer's forge was fet 
up, and all hands on board were bufy in careening, and in 
other neceifary operations abOut the veffel,fome ImHans, 
who had brought plenty of fiih, exchanged them for 
nails, of which they had now begun to perceive the ufe 
and value. This may be confidered as one inftance in. 
which they were enlightened a'hd benefited by their inter;.. 
courfe with our navigators. 

While, on the twenty...;fecond, Mr. Banks and Dr. So
lander en1ployed themfelves in botanizing near the beach, 
onr Commander, taking a fearnan with him, afcended 
one of the hills of the country. Upon 'reaching its fum
Init, he found the view of the inlet, 'the head of which he 
had a little before in vain attempted to difcover in 'the 
pinnace, intercepted by hills frill higher than that on 
which he flood, and which were rendered inacceffible by 
impenetrable woods. He was, however, amply rewarded 
for his labour; for he faw the fea on the eaftern fide of 
the country, and a paRage leading from it to that on the 
weft, a little to the eaftward of the entrance' of the inlet 
where the ihip lay. The main land, which was on the 
fouth-eafr fide of this inlet, appeared to be a narrow ridge 
of very high hills, and to form part of the fouth-weft fide 

of 
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of the ftreight. On the ·oppofite fide, the land trended 
away eaft as far as the ey.e could reach; and to the fouth
eaft there was difcerned an opening to the fea, which 
wafued the eaftern coaft. The Lieutenant faw, alfo, on 
the eaft fide of the inlet, fome iflands which he had before 
taken to be part of the main land. In returning to the 
:{hip, he :examined the harbours and coves that lie behind 
the ifiands which he had feen frOll1 the hills. The next 
day was en1ployed by him in farther furveys and dif
covenes. 

During a viiit to the Indians, on the twenty-fourth, 
Tupia being of the party, they were obferved to be con
tinually talking of guns and ihooting people. For this 
fubjeCt of their converfation, the Englifh gentlemen could 
not at all account.. But, after perplexing themfelves with 
various conjettures, they at length learned, that, on the 
twenty-firft, one of our officers, under the pretence of 
going out to fiih,. had rowed up to a hippah, or village, on 
the coaft.. When he had done fo, two or three canoes 
coming off ,towards his boat, his fears fuggefted that an 
attack was intended, in confequence of which three muf
quets were fired, one with fmall iliot, and two with ball, 
at the Indians, who retired" with the utmoft precipitation .. 
It is highly probable that they had come out with friendly 
intentions; ,for fueh. intentions were expreffed by their 
behaviour, both .befort; and afterwards.> This aCtion of 
the officer exhibited a frefh inftance how little fame of 
the people under Lieutenant Cook. had imbibed of the 
wife, difcreet, and humane fpirit of their Commander •. 

On the morning of the twenty-fixth, the Lieutenant 
lfent again out in the boat, with Mr. Banks and Dr. 
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Solander, and entered one of the bays, which lie on the 
eaft fide of the inlet, in order to obtain another fight of 
the fheight which paired between the eaftern and weftern 
feas. Having landed, for this purpofe, at a convenient 
place, they climbed a hill of very confiderable height, 
from which they had a full view of the {height, with the 
land on the oppofite fhore, which they judged to be about 
four leagues diftant. As it was hazy in the horizon, they 
COl'lld n6t fee far to the fouth-eaft; but Mr. Cook faw 
enough to determine him to' fearch the paffage with the 
ihip, as foon as he ihould put to fea. The gentlemen 
found" on the top of the hill, a parcel of loofe frones, with 
which they ereCted a pyramid, and left in it fame mufquet 
balls, fmall fhot, beads, and fuch other things, which they 
happened to have about them, as were likely to frand the 
teft of time. Thefe, not being of Indian workmaniliip, 
would convince any European who iliol'l.ld come to the 
place and pull it down, that natives of Europe had been 
there before. After this, the Lieutenant and his friends 
'Went to a town of which the Indians had informed them, 
and which, like one they had already feen, was built upon 
a fmall iiland or rock, fo difficult of accefs, that they gra
tified their curiofity a.t the riik. of their lives. Here, as 
had been the cafe in former vifits to the inhabitants of 
that part of the country near which the ihip now lay, 
they were received with open arms, carried through the 
whole of the place, and iliewn all that it contained. The 
town confifted of between eighty and a hundred houfes, 
and had only one fighting-ftage. Mr. Cook, Mr. Banks, 
and Dr. Solander, happened to have with them a few 
nails and ribbands, and fame paper., with which the people 

were 
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were fo highly gratified, that when the gentlemen went 
away, they filled the Englifh boat with dried fifh, of which 
it appeared that they had laid up large quantities. 

A report was f pread that one of the men that had been 
f() rafhly fired upon by the officer who had vifited the 
hi ppah, under the pretence of fifhing, was dead of his 
wounds. But, on the twenty-ninth, the Lieutenant had 
the great confolation of dif{;overing that this report was 
groundlefs. On the fame day he went again on iliore, 
upon the weftern point of the inlet, and, from a hill of 
eonfiderable height, had a view of the coaft to the north
weft. The fartheft land he could fee in that quarter, was 
an ifiand at the diftance of about ten leagues, lying not 
far from the main. Between this iiland and the place 
where he fiood, he difcovered, clofe unde~ the ih0re, feve,
ral other iflands, forming many bays, in which there 
appeared to be good anchorage for fuipping. 'After he 
had fet off the different points for his [urvey, he erected 
another pile of fiones,. in which he left a piece of £lIver 
c:oin,. with fome muiket-balls and beads~ and a fragment 
of an old pendant flying at the top. 

On the thirtieth of January, the ceremony was per
formed of giving name to the. inlet where our voyagers 
DOW lay, and of erecting a memorial of the vifit which 
they had made to this place. The carpenter having 
pr.epared two pofts for the purpo[e, our Commander 
ordered them to be infcribed with the fhip's name, and 
the dates of the year and the month. One of thefe ne 

. fet up at the watering-place,:hoifting the union-flag upon 
the top of it; and the other he carried over to the ifland 
that lies nearefi the iea, and which is called by the natives 
MOTVARA. He went firft, accompanied by Mr. Monk-
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houfe and Tupia, to the neighbouring village or hippah, 
where he nlet with an old man, who had maintained a 
friendly intercourfe with the Englifu. To this old man, 
and feveral Indians befides, the Lieutenant, by means· 
of Tupia, explained his defign, which he informed 
them was to erett a mark upon the Hland, in order to 
filew to any otller fhip which fhould happen to come 
thither; that our navigators had been there before. To 
this the inhabitants readily confented, and promifed that 
they would never pull it down. He then gave fomething 
to everyone prefent, and to the old man a filver three
pence, and fome fpike-nails, with the king~s broad arrow 
cut deep upon them. Thefe were things which Mr. Cook 
thought were the moil: likely to be long preferved. After 
this he conveyed the poil: to the higheft part of the ifiand ; 
and, having fixed it firmly in the ground, hoifted upon it 
the union-flag, and honoured the inlet with the name of 
QUEEN CHARLOTTE'S SOUND. At the fame time, he 
took formal poffeffion of this and the adjacent country, 
in the name and for the ufe of his Majefty King George 
the Third. The ceremony was concluded by the gentle
men's drinking a bottle of wine to her Majeftts health; 
_and the bottle being given to the old man who had at
tended then1 up the hill, he was highly delighted with his 
prefent '4$ • 

. A philofopher, perhaps, might enquire, on what ground 
LIeutenant Cook could take formal poffeffion of this part 
of New Ze~la~d, in the name and for tbe ufe of the king 
of Great BntaIn, when the country was already inhabited, 
and of -courfe-belonged to thofe by whom it was occupied, 

• Hawkefworth, ubi (upra, p. 385-400. 
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~nd whofe anceftors might have refided in it for many pre .. 
ceding ages. To this the beft anfwer feems to be, that the 
Lieutenant, in the ceremony performed by him, had no 
reference to the original inhabitants, or any intention to 
deprive them of their natural rights, but.only to preclude 
the claims of future European navigators, who, under 
the aufpices, and for the benefit of, their ref pee live ftates 
or kingdoms, might forn1 pretenfions to which they 'were 
not entitled by prior difcovery. 

On the thirty-firft, our voyagers having completed their 
wooding, and filled their water-cafks, Mr. Cook fent out 
two parties, one to cut and make brooms, and another to 
catch fiih. In the evening there was a thong gale from 
the north-weft, with fuch a heavy rain that the little wild 
muficiafts on ihore fufpended their fong, which till now 
had been conftantly heard during the night, with a plea
fure that it was impoffible to lofe without regret. The 
gale, on the firft of February, encreafed to a florm, with 
heavy gufts from the high land, one of which broke the 
hawfer that had been faftened to· the fhore, and ind ueed 
the neceffity of letting go another anchor. Though, 
towards midnight, the gale became more moderate, the 
rain continued with fo much violence that the brook 
which fupplied the ihip with water overflowed its banks; 
in confequence of which ten fmall caiks, that had been 
fined the day before, were carried away, and, not with
ftanding the moft diligent fearch for them, could not be 
-recovered. 

The Endeavour, on Monday the fifth, got under fail; 
but the wind foon failing, our Commander was obliged 
again to come to an anchor, a little above Motuara. As 
he was deflrous of n1aking ftill farther enquiries ,vhether 
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any memory of Tafman had been preferved in New Zea
land he direCted Tupia to aik of the old lnan before Inen ... 
tion;d, who had come on board to take his leave of the' 
Englifh gentlemen, whether he had ever heard that fuch 
a veff'el as theirs had before vifited the country. To this 
he replied in the negative; but faid that his ancefrors had 
told him that there once had arrived a fmall veffel from a 
rliftant land, called ULIMAROA, in which were four men, 
who upon their reaching the fhore were all killed. On 
being afked where this country lay, he pointed to the 
northward. Of Ulimaroa Lieutenant Cook had heard 
fomething before, from the people about the Bay of 
Hlands, who faid that it had been vifited by their ancefrors. 
Tupia had alfo fome confufed traditionary notions con
cerning it; but no certain conc1ufion could be drawn 
either from his account or that of the old Indian. 

Soon after the fhip caine to anchor the fecond time, 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, who had gone on fhore to 
fee if any gleanings of natural knowledge remained, fell 
in, by accident, with the moft agreeable Indian family 
they had yet [een, and which afforded them a better 
opportunity of remarking the perfonal fubordination 
among the natives than had before offered. The whole 
behaviour of this family was affable, obliging, and unfuf
picious. It was matter of fincere regret to the two gen
tlemen that they had not fooner met with thefe people, 
as a better acquaintance with the manners and difpofition 
of the inhabitants of the country Inight hence have been 
obtained in a day, than had been acquired during the 
whole fray of the Englifh upon the coaft. 

When, on the fixth of February, Lieutenant Cook had 
gotten out of the found, he frood over to the eathvard, 
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in order to get the iheight well open before the tide of 
ebb approached. At feven in the evening, two fmall 
iflands which lie off Cape Koamaroo, at the fouth-eaft 
head of Queen Charlotte's Sound, bore eaft, at the diftance 
of about four miles. It was nearly calm, and the tide of 
ebb fetting out, the Endeavour, in a very fhort time, was 
carried by the rapidity of the ftrealll clofe upon one of 
the ifiands, which was a rock riling almoft perpendicu
larly out of the fea. The danger encrea[ed every Ino
ment, and there was but one expedient to prevent the 
fhip's being dafhed to pieces, the fucce[s of which a few 
moments would determine. She was now within little 
more than a cable's length of the rock, and had above 
feventy-five fathonl water. But, upon dropping an an
chor, and veering about one hundred and fifty fathom of 
cable, fhe was happily brought up. This, however, 
would not have faved our navigators, if the tide, which fet 
fouth by eaft, had not, upon meeting with the iiland, 
changed its direCtion to fouth-eaft, and carried them 
beyond the firft point. In this fituation they were not 
above two cables' length frolll the rocks; and here they 
remained in the ftrength of the tide, which fet to the 
fouth-eaft after the rate of at leaft five miles an hour, 
from a little after feven till midnight, when the tide 
abated, and the veffel began to heave. By three in the 
morning, a light breeze at north-weft having fprung up, 
our voyagers failed for the eaftern ihore; though they 
made but little way, in confequence of the tide being 
againft them. The wind, however, having afterwards 
freihened, and come to north and north-eaft, with this, and 
the tide of ebb, they were in a ihort time hurried through 
the narroweft part of the iheight, and then frood away 
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for the fouthermoft land they had in profpecr. There 
appeared over this land a mountain of ftupendous height, 
which was covered with fnow. The narrow-eft part of 
the {height, through which the Endeavour had been 
driven with fnch rapidity, lies between Cape Tierawitte, 
on the coaft of Eaheinomauwe, and Cape Koamaroo; the 
difl:ance between \V hich our Commander judged to be 
four or five leagues. Notwithfl:anding the difficulties 
arifing from this tide, now its ftrength is known, the 
flreight Inay be paired without danger. 

Some of the officers flarted a notion that Eaheino .. 
mauwe was not an ifland, and that the land might ftretch 
away to the fouth-eafl:, from between Cape Turnagain 
and Cape Pallifer, there being a fpace (')f between twelve 
and fifteen leagues which had not yet been feen. Though 
Lieutenant Cook, from what he had obferved the firft 
time he difcovered the ftreight, and from many other 
concurrent circumfl:ances, had the firongeft conviCtioll 
that they were miftaken, he, neverthelefs, refol vec1 to 
leave no poffibility of doubt with refpeCl: to an object of fo 
much importance. For this purpofe he gave fuch a di
rection to the navigation of the fl1ip as would moil: 
effectually tend to determine the Inatter. After a courfe 
of two days, he called the officers upon deck, and aiked 
them, whether they were not now fatisfiecl that Eahei
nomauwe was an ifland. To this queftion they readily 
anfwered in the affinnative; and all doubts being re
moved, the Lieutenant proceeded to farther refearches >if. 

During Mr. Cook's long and minute examination of 
the coaft of New Zealand, he gave names to the bays, 

• Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 4191-410• 
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capes, promontories, ifiands, and rivers, and other places 
which were feen or viGted by him; excepting in thofe 
cafes where their original appellations were learned from 
the natives. The nam·es he fixed upon were either de
rived frOln certain charaCteriftic or adventitious circnnl
fiances, or were conferred in honour of his friends and 
acquaintance, chiefly thofe of the naval line. Such of 
the readers of the prefent work as de fire to be particu
larly informed concerning theln, will naturally have re~ 
courfe to the hifiory of the voyage at large, or, at leafr, 
to the indications of them iIi the feveral maps on which 
they are defcribed. 

The afcertaining of New Zealand to be an ifiand did' 
not conclude Lieutenant Cook's examination of the na
ture, fituation, and extent of the country. Afrer this, he 
completed his circum-navigation, by ranging fron1 Cape 
Turnagain fouthward along the eafiern coaft of Poenan1-
moo, round Cape South, and back to the weftern en
trance of the {height he had patTed, and which was very 
properly named Cook's Streight. This range, which com
menced' on the ninth of February, I fhall not nlinutely 
and regularly purfue; but content myfelf, as in the former 
courfe, with mentioning fuch circumftances as are more 
direCtly adapted to my imlnediate deGgn. 

In the afternoon of the fourteenth, when Mr. Banks· 
was out in the boat a-fuooting, our voyagers faw, with 
their glatTes, four double canoes put off from the {hore 
towards him, having on board fifty-feven 11len. The 
Lieutenant, being alarmed for the fafety of his friend; 
immediately ordered fignals to be nlade for his return; 
but he was prevented fronl feeing them by the fituation 
of the fun with regard to the fbi p. However, it was fOOil 
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C HAP. with pleafure obferved that his boat was in motion; and 
he was taken on board before the Indians, who perhaps 
had not difcerned him, caIne up. Their attention [eemed 

II. 
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1,70 • 

to be 'vholly fixed upon the fhip. They came within 
about a frane's caft of her, and then fropped, gazing at 
the Englifh with a look of vacant afroniihment. Tupia 
in vain exerted his eloquence to prevail upon them to 
make a nearer approach. After furveying our navigators 
fome time, they left them, and made towards the fhore. 
The gentlemen could not help remarking, on this occa
fion, the different difpofitions and behaviour of the diffe
rent inhabitants of the country, at the firfr fight of the 
Endeavour. The people now feen kept aloof with a mix
ture of timidity and wonder; others had immediately 
commenced hoftilities; the man who was found fifhii-Ig 
alone in his canoe appeared to regard our voyagers as 
totally un,vorthy of notice; and fome had come on board 
almofr without invitation, and with an air of perfect 
confidence and good-will. From the conduct of the laft 
vifiters, Lieutenant Cook gave the land from which they 
had put off, 3.nd which had the appearance of an ifiand, the 
name of LOOKERS-ON. 

When an ifland, which lies about five leagues from the 
coaft of Tovy-Poenammoo, and which was named Banks's 
Hland, was firft difcovered in the direction of [outh by 
weil:, fame perfons on board were of opinion that they faw 
land bearing fouth-fouth-eail:, and fouth-eaft byeafr. Our 
Commander, who was himfelf upon the deck at the time, 
told them, that in his judgment it was no more than a 
do.ud, which as the fnn rofe would diffipate and vanifh. 
Be:ng hm:ever determined to leave no fubject for difpu
tatlOn whlch experiment could remove, he ordered the 
ihip to freer in the direCtion which the fuppofed country 

was 
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Was [aid to bear. Having gone in this direCtion eight 
and twenty n1iles, without difcovering any figns of land, 
the Endeavour refumed her intended courfe to the fouth
ward, it being the particular view of the Lieutenant to 
afcertain whether Poenamn100 was an ifiand or a con
tinent ";<. 

In paffing fome rocks on the ninth of March, in the 
night, it appeared in the nl0rning that the fhip had been 
in the n10ft imminent danger. Her efcape was indeed 
critical in the higheft degree. To thefe rocks, therefore, 
which, from their fituation, are fo well adapted to catch 
unwary ftrangers, Mr. Cook gave the name of the TRAPS. 
On the fame day he reached a point of land which he 
called the SOUTH CAPE, and which he fuppofed, as proved 
in faa to be the cafe, the fouthernextremity of the 
country t. 

In failing, on Wednefday the fourteenth, the Endea
vour paffed a fnlall narrow opening in the land, where 
there feemed to be a very fafe and convenient harbour, 
formed by an ifland, which lay eaftward in the middle 
of the opening. On the land behind the opening are 
mountains, the fummits of which were covered with 
[now, that appeared to have recently fallen. Indeed our 
voyagers, for two days paft, had found the weather ex
tremely cold. On each fide the entrance of the opening, 
the land rifes almoft perpendicularly frorTI the fea to a 
ftupendous height. For this reafon Lieutenant Cook did 
not choofe to carry the fhip into the harbour. He Was 

fenfible that no wind could blow there but right in or 

* Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, vol. ii. p. 413,414,415,416-419-
t South Cape lies in latitude 4t 19' fouth, and in longitude 1920 12' we!: l 
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right out; and he did not think it by any means advifable 
to put into a place whence he could not have gott~n O:lt 
but with a wind which experience had taught hIm dId 
not blow more than one day in a month. Sagacious as 
this determination of our Commander was, it did not give 
l.1niverfal fatisfaCtion. He aCted in it contrary to the opinion 
of fome perfons on board, who expreffed in ftrong terms 
their deiire of coming to harbour; not fufficiently con
fidering, that prefent convenience ought not to be pur
chafed at the expence of incurring great future difad
vantages -:i\ 

27 March. By the twenty-feventh of March, Mr. Cook had circum-
navigated the whole country of Tovy-Poenamn10o, and 
arrived within fight of the ifiand formerly mentioned; 
which lies at the diftance of nine leagues from the en
trance of Queen Charlotte's Sound. Having at this time 
thirty tons of empty water-cafks on board, it was neceffary 
to fill them before he finally proceeded on his voyage. 
For this purpofe he hauled round the ifiand, and entered 
a bay, fituated between that and Queen Charlotte's Sound, 
and to \"hich the name was given of ADMIRALTY BAY. 

The bufinefs of wooding and watering having been 
30• - completed on the thirtieth, and the ihip being ready for 

the fea, the point now to be determined was, what route 
fhould be purfued in returning home that would be of 
nl0a advantage to the public fervice. Upon this fubject 
the Lieutenant thought proper to take the opinion of 
his officers. He had himfelf a ftrong defire to return by 
Cape Horn, becaufe that would have enabled him to de
termine, whether there is or is not a fouthern continent. 

• Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 422, 425, 426• 

But 
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But againfl; this fcherne it was a fufficient objection, that 
our navigators muft have kept in a high fouthern latitude, 
in the very depth of winter, and in a veifel which was not 
thought to be in a condition fit for the undertaking. The 
fame reafon was urged, with frill greater force, againft 
their proceeding direCtly for the Cape of Good Hope, be
-caufe no difcovery of n10lnent could be expeCted in that 
route. It was, therefore, refolved that they fhould return 
by the Eaft Indies; and that with this view they ihonld 
fieer weftward, till they fhould fall, in with the eaft coaft 
of New Holland, and then follow the direction of that 
coaft to the northward, till they fhould arrive at its 
northern extremity. If that ihould be found impractica
ble, it was farther refolved that they ihould endeavour to 
fall in with the land, or ifiands, faid to have been difco
vered by Quiros ';<. 

In the fix months which Lieutenant Cook had {pent 
in the examination of New Zealand, he made very large 
additions to the knowledge of geography and navigationo 
That country was firft difcovered in the year 1642, by 
Abel J anfen Tafman, a Dutch' navigator. He traverfed 
the eaftern coaft from latitude 34° 43/, and entered the 
iheight -now called Cook's Streight; but being attacked 
_by the natives {oon after he came to an anchor, in the 
place which he named Murderer's Bay, he never went 
on fhore. N everthelefs, he affumed a kind of clailn to 
the country, by caning it ST AATEN LAND, or the Land 
of the States, ill honour of the States-General. It is now 
nfually diftinguifhed in maps and charts by the name of 
NEW ZEALAND. The whole of the country, exceptin.g" 

~ Hawkcfwbrth, 'ubi fupra, p. 431-433-
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that part of the coaft which was feen by Tafman fronl 
on board his fhip, continued frOln his time, to the voyage 
of the Endeavour, altogether unknown. By many per
fons it has been fuppofed to conftitute a part of a fouthern 
continent; but it was now afcertained by Mr. Cook to 
confift of two large iflands, divided from each other by a 
ftreight or paff'age, which is about four or five leagues 
broad. Thefe iHands are fituated between the latitudes 
of 34° and 4sofouth, and between the longitudes of 181

0 

and 
194° weft; a matter which Mr. Green determined with 
uncommon exa:Cl:nefs, from innumerable obfervations of 
the fun and moon, and one of the tranfits of Mercury. 
The northermoft of thefe iflands is called by the natives 
Eaheinomauwe, and the fouthermoft Tovy, or Tavai 
poenammoo. It is not, however, certain, whether the 
whole fouthern iHand, or only part of it, is comprehended 
under the latter name .. 

Tovy Poenammoo is principally a mountainous-, and to 
all appearance a barren country. The only inhabitants, 
and figns of inhabitants, that were difcovered upon all the 
ii1and, were the people whon1 our voyagers faw in Queen 
Charlotte's Sound, fOlne that came off to them under the 
fnowy mountains, and feveral fires which were difcerned 
to the weft of Cape Saunders. Eaheinomauwe has a 
much better appearance. Though it is not only hill 'f 
but mountainous, even the hills and mountains are co
vered with wood, and every valley has a, rivulet of water. 
The foil in thefe vallies, and in the plains, Inany of which 
are not overgrown with wood, is in generallight, but fertile. 
It was the opinion of Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander,as well 
as of the other gentlen1en on board, that all kinds of Euro
pean grain, plants, and fruit, would flourifh here in the 

utmoft 
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utmofr luxuriance. There is reafon to conclude, from the 
vegetables which our navigators found in Eaheinomauwe, 
that the winters are milder than thofe in England; and 
the fummer was experienced not to be hotter, though 
it was more equany warm. If this country, therefore, 
ihould be fettled 'by people from Europe, they might, 
with a little induftry, very foon be fupplied, in great 
abundance, not merely with the neceffaries.,but ,even with 
the luxuries -of life. 

In Eaheinomauwe there are no quadrupeds but dogs and 
rats. At Ie aft, no other were feen by our voyagers; and 
the rats are fo fcarce, that they wholly efcaped the notice 
of many on board. Of 'birds the fpedes are not nume
rous; and of thefe no one kind, excepting perhaps the 
gannet, is -exaCtly the -fame with thofe of Europe. In
feCts are not in greater plenty than birds. The fea makes 
abundant recompenfe for this fcarcity of animals :l1pon 
the land. -Every creek fwarms with fifh, iwhich are not 
only wholefome, but equaUy -deliciol:l'S with thofe in our 
part of the world. The Endeavour feldOln anchored in 
any fiation, or with a light gale paired any place, that did 
not afford enough, with hook and line, to ferve the whole 
ihip's company. If the feine was made ufe of, it feldonl 
failed of producing a frill more ample fupply. The highcft 
luxury of this kind, with which the Englifh were gn.' 
tified, was the lobfter, or fea cray-fifh. Among the vege
table produCtions of the -country, the trees claim a prin
cipal place; there bein-g farefts of van extent, full of the 
ftraiteft, the oleaneit, and the largeit timber :Mr. Cook ann 
his friends had ever feen. Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander 
were gratified by the novelty, if not by the variety, of the 
plants. Out of about four hundred fpecicc;, there \ycrc 
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not many which had hitherto been defcribed by botaniffs •. 
'There is one plant that ferves the natives inftead of hemp' 
and flax, and which excels all that are applied to the fame 
purpofes in other countries. 

If the fettling of New Zealand fuould ever be deemed 
an objeCt deferving the attention of Great Britain, our 
Commander thought that the beft place for eftablifuing a 
colony would either be on the banks of the Thames, or in 
the territory adjoining to the Bay of Hlands. Each of 
thefe places poifeifes the advantage' of an excellent har
bour. By means of· the river, fettlements might be ex
tended, and a communication eftablifhed with the inland' 
parts of the country. Veifels might, likewife, be built 
of the fine timber which is every were to be nlet with," 
at very little trouble and expence ,\<. 

But I am in danger of forgetting myfelf, and of running' 
into a detail, which may be thought rather to exceed the' 
intentions of the prefent narrative. It is difficult to re
ftrain the pen, when fnch a variety of curious and enter
taining matter lies before it; and I 111uft entreat the indulg.-, 
ence of my readers while I mention two or three farther 
particulars. One circumftance peculiarly worthy of no
tice, is the perfect and uninterrupted health of the inha
bitants of New Zealand. In all the vifits made to their 
towns, where old and young, men and women,. crouded 
about our voyagers, they never obferved a fingle perf on 
who appeared to have any bodily complaint; nor among 
the numbers that were feen naked, was once perceived 
the ilighteft eruption upon the :ikin, or the leaft Inark 
which indicated that fuch an eruption had formerly ex-

• Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 435-444. 

Hied, 
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med. Another proof of the he-alth of thefe people is the 
facility. with which the wounds they at any time receive 
are healed. In the man who had been iliot with a Inuf
quet-baU through the fiefhy part of his arm, the wound 
feemed to be fo well digefied, and in fo fair a way of being 
perfectly healed,. that if Mr. Cook had not known that 
no application had been Inade to it, he declared that he 
fhould certainly have enquired, with a very interefted cu
riofity, after the vulherary herbs and furgical art of the 
country. An additional evidence of human nature's being 
untainted with difeafe in New Zealand, is the great-num-
ber' of old lnen with whom it abounds. Many of them, 
by the lofs of their hair and teeth, appeared to be- very 
ancient, and yet none of them were decrepid. Although 
they were hot, equal to the young in nlufcular firength,
they did not conle in the Ie aft' behind them with regard 
to chearfulnefs and vivacity. Water, as far as our navi
gators could difcover, is the univerfal and only liquor of 
the New Zealanders 0;". It is greatly to be wiihed, that 
their happinefs in this refpect may never be deftroyed 
by fuch- a connection with the European nations, as ihall 
introduce that fondnefs for fpiritous liquors which hath
been,fo fatal to the Indians of North Alnerica. 

From the obfervations which Lieutenant Cook and his 
friends made on the people of New Zealand, and from the 
fimilitude which was difcerned between theln and· the 
inhabitants of the South Sea. Iilands, a ftrong proof arofe 
that both of them had one common origin; . and this proof 
was rendered indubitable by the conformity of their lan
guage. When Tupia addreifed. himfelf to the natives of 

'! Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 460,4-61 .. 
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Eaheinomauwe and Poenammoo, he was perfeCtly under ... 
frood. Indeed, it did not appear that the language 'of 
Otaheite differed, n10re from that of New Zealand, than 
the language of the two iilands, into which it is divided, 
did from each other '~". 

Hitherto the navigation 'C,>f Lieutenant Cook had been 
unfavourable to the notion of a fouthern continent; hav
ing fwept away at leaft three-fourths of the pofitions upon 
which that notion had been founded. The track of the 
Endeavour had demonftrated that the land feen by Taf
man, Juan Fernandes, Hermite, the commander of a Dutch 
fquadron, Quiros, and Roggewein, was not, as they had 
fuppofed, part of fnch a continent. It had alfo totally 
deftroyed the theoretical arguments in favour of a fouthern 
continent, which had been drawn from the neceffity of 
it to preferve an equilibriun1 between the two hemifpheres. 
As, however, Mr. Cook's di[coveries, [0 far as he had al
ready proceeded, extended only to the northward of forty 
degrees, fouth latitude, he could not, therefore, give an opi
nion concerning what land Inight lie farther to the fouth
ward. This was a matter, therefore, which he earnefily 
wiihed to be examined +; and to him was, at length, 
referved the honour, as we fhall hereafter fee, of putting 
a final end to the queftion. 

On Saturday the thirty-firfi: of March, our Commander 
failed from Cape Farewell in New Zealand t and purfued 
his voyage to the weftward. New Holland, or as it is now 
called, New South Wales, came in fight on the nineteenth 
of April; and on the twenty-eighth of that month the 

.. Hawkefworth, ubi Cupra, p. 473-476. t Ibid. p. 477-479' 
l Cape Farewell lies in latitude 40° 33' fouth, and longitude 1860 weft. 

ihip 
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fhip "anchored in(BoTANY BAY. On the preceding day, 
in confequence of its falling calm when the veffel was not 
more than a mile and a half from the fhore, and within 
fome breakers, our navigators had been in a very difa
greeable fituation; but happily a light breeze had fprung 
from the land, and carried them out of danger .. 

In the afternoon the boats were manned; and Lieute
nant Cook and his friends, having Tupia of their party, 
fet out from the Endeavour. They intended to land where 
they had feen fome Indians, and began to hope, that as 
thefe Indians had paid no regard to the fhip when fhe 
came into the bay, they would be as inattentive to the 
advances of the Englifh towards the fhore. In this, how .. 
ever, the gentlemen were difappointed; for as foon as 
they approached the rocks, two of the nlen came down 
UPOR them to difpute their landing, and the reft ran away. 
Thefe champions, who were armed with lances about 
ten feet long, called to our navigators in a very loud tone, 
and in a harn1. diffonant language,. of which even Tupia 
did not underftand a fingleword. At the fame time, they 
brandifhed their weapons,. and feemed refolved to defend 
their coaft to the utmoft" though they. were but two to 
forty. The Lieutenant,. who could not but admire their 
courage, .. and who waS un willing that hoftilities fhould 
commence with fuch inequality of force on their fide, 
ordered his boat to lie upon her oars. He and the other 
gentlemen then parlied with them by :(igns; and, to 
obtain. their good-will, he threw them nails, beads, and 
feveral trifles befides, with which they appeared to be 
well pleafed. After this our Comlnander endeavoured 
to. make them. underfiand that he wanted water, and at
tempted to convince them, by all the methods in his 

power" 
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pDwer, that he had no. InJuriDus defign againft them. 
Being willing to interpret the waving of their hands as 
an invitation to proceed, the boat put in to the [hore; but 
no fooner was this perceived, than it was oppofed by the 
two Indians, one of whOln feemed to be a youth about 
nineteen or twenty years old, and the other a man of 
middle age. The only refource now left for Mr. Cook 
was to.' fire a ll1ufquet between them, which being done, 
the youngefr of them dropped a bundle of lances on the 
rock, but recollecting himfelf in an inftant, he fnatched 
them up again in great hafte. A frone was then thrown 
at the Englifh, upon which the Lieutenant ordered a 
mufquet to. be fired with fmall-fhot. This ftruck the 
eldeft upon the legs, and he immediately ran to one of 
the·haufes, which was at about a hundred yards diftance. 
Mr. Cook, who now hoped that the conteft was over, 
inftantly landed with his party; but they had fcarcely 
quitted the baat when the Indian returned, having only 
left the rack to. fetch a ihield or target for his defence. 
As foon as he came up, he and his camrade threw each 
of them a lance in the midfr of our people, but happily 
withaut hurting a fingle perfon. At the firing Df a third 
mufquet, one af the two men darted another lance, and 
then both Df them ran away. After this the gentlemen 
repaired to the huts, and threw into the hDufe where the 
children were, forne beads, ribbDns, pieces of cloth, and 
other prefents~ Thefe they hoped would procure them 
the good will of the inhabitants. When, however, the 
Lieutenant and his cDmpaniDns returned the next day, 
they had the mortification of finding that the beads and 
ribbons which they had left the night before, had not 

been 
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been removed from their places, and that not an Indian 
was to be feen -:i~. 

Several of the natives of the country came in fight on 
the thirtieth, but they could not be engaged to begin an 
intercourfe with our people. They approached within a 

. certain diftance of them, and after fhouting feveral times 
went back into the woods. Having done· this once nl0re, 
Mr. Cook followed them himfelf, alone and unarmed, a 
confiderable way along the fhore, but without prevailing 
upon them to ftop +. 

On the firft of May, he refolved to make an excl1rfion 
into the country. Accordingly, onr Commander, Mr. 
Banks, Dr. Solander, and feven others, all of them pro
perly accoutred for the expedition, fet ont, ~and repaired 
firft to the huts near the watering place, whither fome of 
the Indians continued every day to refort. Though the 
little prefents which had been left there before had not yet 
been taken away, our gentlemen added others of frill 
greater value, confifting of cloth, beads, combs, and look
ing glaifes. After this they went up into the country, 
the face of ~hich is finely diverfified by wood and lawn. 
The foil they found to be either fwamp or light fand t. 

In cultivating the gronnd there ,~'ould be no obftruc
tion from the trees, which are tall, ftrait, and without 
underwood, and ftand at a f ufficient diftance from each 
other. Between the trees, the land IS abundantly co-

• Hawkefworth, ubi fu~ra, p. 48r, 483, 490-495. 
t This day Mr. Green took the fun's meridian altitude a little within the fouth 

entrance of the bay, which gave the latitude 34° fouth. 

t In a part of the country that was afterwards examined, the foil was found to be 

much richer; being a deep black mold, which the Lieutenant thought very fit for the 
produCtion of grain of any kind. 

p vered 

105 

C HAP. 

II. 

'--".--...I 
1770 • 

30 April.· 

I May~ 



'106 

,C HAP. 

II. 

~ 

1770 • 

THE LIFE OF-

vered with grafs. Our voyagers faw many houfes of the' 
inhabitants, but met with only one of the people, who, 
ran away as foon as he difcovered the Englifh. At every 
place where they went they left prefents, hoping that ~t 
length they might procure the confidence and good wIll 
of the Indians. They perceived fame traces of animals; 
and the trees over their heads abounded with birds of 
various kinds, among which were many of exquifite 
beauty. Loriquets and cockatoos, in particular, were fo: 
numerous, that they flew in flocks of feveral fcores 
together. 

While the Lieutenant and his friends were upon this· 
cxcurfion, Mr. Gore,. who had been fent out in the morn
ing to dredge for oyUers, having performed that fervice, 
difmiffed his boat, and taking a midfhipman with him,. 
fet out to join the waterers by land. In his way he fen 
in with a body of two and twenty Indians, who followed .. 
him, and were often at no greater diftance than that of' 
twenty yards. When he perceived them fo near, he flop
ped, and faced about, upon whIch they likewife flopped; 
and when he went on again, they continued their purfuit. 
But though they were all armed with lances, they did not 
attack Mr. Gore; fo that he and the midlliipman got in 
fafety to the watering-place. \Vhen the natives came in 
fight of the main body of the Engliih, they halted at 
about the diftance of a quarter of a mile, and flood flill. By 
this Mr. l\10nkhoufe and two or three of the waterers were 
(:ncouraged to march up to them; but feeing the Indians 
keep their ground, they were feized with a fudden fear 
which is not unconlmon to the rafh and fool-hardy, an~ 
made a hafty retreat. This ftep increafed the danaer 
which it was intended to avoid. Four of the Indi~ns . 

immediately 
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immediatel y ran forward, and difcharged their lances 
at the fugitives, with fnch force that they went beyond 
them. Our people, recovering their fpirits, ftopped to 
collect the lances, upon which the natives, in their turn, 
began to retire. At this time Mr. Cook came up, with 
Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and Tupia; and being de
firous of convincing the Indians that they were neither 
afraid of theIn, nor defigned to do them any injury, they 
advanced towards them, endeavouring, by figns of expof
tulation and entreaty, to engage thenl to an intercourfe, 
but withollt effect. 

From the boldnefs which the natives difcovered on the 
firft landing of our voyagers, and the terror that after
wards feized them at the fight of the Englifh, it appears 
that they were fufficiently intimidated by our fire-arms. 
There was not, indeed, the leaft reafon to believe that an y 
of them had been much hurt by the fmall fhot which had 
been fired at them when they attacked our people on 
their coming out of the boat. N everthelefs, they had 
probably feen, from their lurking places, the effeCts which 
the mufquets had upon birds. Tupia, who was become 
a good markfman, frequently ftrayed abroad to fuoot 
parrots; and while he was thus employed, he once met 
with nine Indians, who, as foon as they perceived that 
he faw them, ran from him, in great alarm and con
fufion. 

While, on the third of May, Mr. Banks was gathering 
plants near the watering-place, Lieutenant Cook. went 
with Dr. Solander and Mr. Monkhoufe to the head of 
the bay, for the purpofe of examining that part of 
the country, and of lnaking farther attempts to form 
fomeconnettions with the natives. In this excurfion 
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they acquired additional knowledge concerning the nature 
of the foil, and its capacities for cultivation, but had no 
fuccefs in their endeavours to engage the inhabitants. in 
coming to a friendly intercourfe. Several parties that 
were fent into the country, on the next day, with the 
fame view, were equally unfuccefsful. In the afternoon 
our Commander himfelf, with a number of attendants, 
made an excurfion to the north ihore, which he. found to 
be without wood, and to refemble, in fame degree, our 
nloors in England. The furface of the ground was, how
ever, covered with a thin bruih of plants, rifing to about 
the height of the knee. Near the coaft the hills are low, 
but there are others behind them, which gradually afcend 
to a confiderable diftance, and are interfeered with marihes 
and moraff"es. Among the articles of fiih which, at diffe
rent times, were caught, were large ftingrays. One of 
them, when his entrails were taken out, weighed three. 
hundred and thirty-fix pounds. 

It was upon account of the great quantity of plants 
which Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander colleered in this place, 
that Lieutenant Cook was induced to give it the name of 
BOT ANY BAY. It is fituated in the latitude of 340 fauth, 
and in the longitude of- 208

0 37' weft; and affords a capa
cious, fafe, and convenient ihe1ter for ihipping. The En
deavour anchored near the, fouth ihore, about a mile 
within the entrance, for the convenience of failing with 
a foutherly wind, and becaufe the Lieutenant thought it 
the beft fituation for watering. But afterwards he found 
a very fine ftream on the north ihore, where was a fandy 
cove, in which a ihip might lie almoft land-locked, and 
procure wood and water in the greateft abundance. 
Though wood is every where plentiful, our Commander 

faw 
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faw only two fpedes of it that could be confidered as timber. 
Not only the inhabitants who were firfi: difcovered, but 
all who afterwards came in fight, were entirely naked. 
Of their n10de of life our voyagers could know but little,. 
as not the leaft conneCtion could be fonned with them; 
but it did not appear that they were numerous, or that 
they lived in focieties. They feemed, like other animals, 
to be fcattered about along the coafi:, and in the woods. 
Not a :lingle article was touched by them of all that were 
left at their huts, or at the places which they frequented; 
fo little fenfe had they of thofe fmall conveniences and 
ornaments which are generally very alluring to the un
civilized tribes of the globe. During Mr. Cook's fray at 
this place, he caufed the Englifh colours to be difplayed 
every day on iliore, and took care that the ihip's name, 
and the date of the year, ihould be infcribed upo';", one 
of the trees. near the watering-place ,;c. 

At day-break, on Sunday the fixth of May, our navi
gators failed from Botany Bay; and as they proceeded on 
their voyage, the Lieutenant gave the names that are 
indicated upon the map to the bays, capes, points, and re
markable hills which fuccefiively appeared in fight. On 
the fourteenth, as the Endeavour advanced to the north
ward, being then in latitude 300 221 fouth, and longitude 
z06° 391 weft, the land gradually increafed in height, fo 
that it Inay be called a hilly country. Between this lati
tude and Botany Bay, it exhibits a pleaGng variety of 
:ridges, hills, valleys, and plains, all clothed with wood, of 
the fame appearance with that which has been mentioned 
before. The land near th~ :Chore is in general low and 

:! Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 496-506: 
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II. many of which are high hills, that, at their fil"it 

"'----' ·rifing out of the water, have the femblance of iflands. 
I iiO. 

On the next day, the veifel being about a league fron1 
the ihore, our voyagers difcovered fmoke in many 
places, and having recourfe to their glaffes, they faw 
about twenty of the natives, who had each of them 
a large bundle upon his back. The bundles our peo
ple conjeCtured to be palm leaves for covering the houfes 
of the Indians, and continued to obferve them above 
an hour, during which they walked upon the beach, 
and up a path that led over a hill of gentle afcent. It 
was remarkable, that not one of them was feen to ftop 
and look towards the Endeavour. They marched along 
without the leaft apparent emotion either of curiofity 
or f1:.1"prize, though it Was impoflible that they fuould not 
have difcerned the fhip by fome cafual glance as they 
went along the iliore, and though fhe muft have been 
the moil: ftupendous and unaccountable objeCt they had 
ever beheld ;;< • 

. 17 May. While, on the feventeenth, our navigators were in a 
bay, to which Lieutenant Cook had given the name of 
Moreton's Bay +, and at a place where the land was not 
at that time vifible, fome on board, having obferved 
that the fea looked paler than uf ua1, were of opinion that 
the bottom of the bay opened into a river. The Lieute
nant was fenfible that there was no real ground for this 
fuppofition. As the Endeavour had here thirty-four fa
thom water, and a fine fandy bottom, thefe circumftances 

* Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 507-511, 512. 
t The 1a.titude of Moreton's Bay is 260 56' fouth, and its lo~gitude 2060 28' weft. 
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alone were fufficient to produce the change which had 
been noticed in the colour of the fea. N or was it by 
any means neceffary to fuppofe a river, in order to 
account for the land at the bottom of the bay not 
being vifible. If the land there was as low as it had 
been experienced to be in a hundred other parts of 
the co aft, it would be impoffible to fee it fron1 the 
ftation of the fhip. Our Commander would, however, 
have brought the matter to the teft of experiment, if the 
wind had been favourable to fuch a purpofe. Should 
any future navigator be difpofed to determine the quef
tion, whether -there is or is not a river in this place, Mr. 
Cook has taken care to leave the beft directions for finding 
its fituation .. 

On the twenty-fecond, as our voyagers were purfuing 
their courfe from HARVEY'S BAY, they difcovered with 
their glaifes that the land was covered with palm-nut trees, 
which they had not feen fronl the time of their leaving 
the ifiands within the tropic. They faw alfo two men 
'valking along the fhore, who paid them as little atten
tion as they had met with on fornler occafions. At eight 
o'clock in the evening of this day, the fhip came to an 
an~hor in five fathom, with a fine fandy bottom. Early 
in the morning of the next day, the Lieutenant, aCCOlll
panied by Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, the other gentlemen, 
Tupia, and a party of men, went on iliore, in order to 
examine the country. The wind blew frdh, and the wea
ther was fo cold, that, being at a confiderable diftance frOlTI 
land, they took their cloaks as a neceifary equipnlent for 
the voyage. When they landed, they found a channel, 
leading into a large lagoon. Both the channel and the' 
lagoon were examined by our Commander with his ufllal ; 
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C HAP. accuracy. There is in the place a fmall river of frefh: 
water, and room for a few fuips to lie in great fecurity. 
N ear the lagoon grows the true mangrove, fuch as exifts 
in the Weft India ifiands, and the firft of the kind that 

II. 

had been yet met with by our navigators. Among 
the fhoals and fand banks of the coaft, they faw many 
large birds, and fome in p;'rticular of the fame kind 
which they had feen in Botany Bay. Thefe they judged 
to be pelicans, but they were fo fuy as never to come 
within reach of a mufquet. On the ihore was found a 
fpecies of the buftard, one of which was fuot that was 
equal in fize to a turkey, weighing feventeen pounds and 
a half. All the gentlemen agreed that this was the beft 
bird they had eaten fince they left England; and in 
honour of it they called the inlet BUST ARD BAY .;:c. Upon 
the mud banks, and under the mangroves, were innu
merable oyfters of various kinds, and among others the 
hammer oyfi:er, with a large proportion of· fmall pearl
oyfters. If in deeper water there fhould be equal plenty 
of fuch oyfters at their full growth, Mr Cook was of 
opinion that a pearl fiihery might be eftablifhed here to 
very great advantage t. 

The people who were left on board the fuip afferted, 
that, while the gentlemen were in the woods, about twenty 
~of the natives came down to the beach, a-breaft of the 
Endeavour, and after having looked at her for fome time, 
went away. Not a £Ingle Indian was feen by the gentle
men themfelves, though they found various proofs, in 
fmoak, fires, and the fraglnents of recent meals, that the 

• Buftard Bay lies in latitude 240 4' fouth, and longitude 2080 18' weft. 
t Hawkefworth, ubi fupra) p. 5I4) 516) 5 I9-52I. 
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country was inhabited. The place feemed to be much 
trodden, and yet not a houfe, or the remains of a houfe, 
could be difcerned. Hence the Lieutenant and his friends 
were difpofed to believe that the people were deftitute of 
dwellings, as well as of clothes; and that, like the other 
commoners of nature, they fpent their nights in the open 
air. Tupia himfelf was firuck with their apparently 
unhappy condition; and fl1.aking his head, with an air of 
fuperiority and compaffion, faid that they were Taata 
Enos, " poor wretches ';;C." 

On the twenty-fifth, our voyagers, at the diftance of 
one mile from the land, were a-breaft of a point which 
Mr. Cook found to lie direCtly under the tropic of Ca
pricoDl; and for this reafon he called it CAPE CAPRI

CORNt. In the night of the next day, when the £hip had 
anchored at a place which was diftant four leagues frOll1 
Gape Capricorn, the tide rofe and fell near feven feet;' 
and the flood fet to the weft ward, and the ebb to the eaft~ 
ward. This circumftance was juft the reverfe of what had 
been experienced when the Endeavour was at anchor to 
the eaftward of Buftard Bay. 

While our people were under fail, on the twenty-fixth r 
and were furrounded with iilands, which lay at different 
diftances from the main land, they fuddenly fell into 
three fathOlu of water. Upon this the Lieutenant an
chored, and fent away the nlafter to found a channel, 
which lay between the northermoft ifland and the main .. 
Though the channel appeared to have a confiderable 

• From mea(uring the perpendicular height of the Ia!: tide, and a(certaining the 

time of low-water this day, the Lieutenant found that it mufi be high-water, at the full 
and change of the moon, at eight o'clock, 

t Its-latitude is 2080 S&' wdl. 
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breadth, our Comlnander fufpeCted it to be fhallow, and 
fuch was in faa the cafe. The mafter reported; at his 
return, that he had only two fathom and a half in many 
places; and where the veffel lay at anchor ihe had only 
fixteen feet, which was not two feet more than fhe drew. 
Mr. Banks, who, while the mafter was founding the 
channel, tried to fifh from the cabin window with hook 
and line, was fuccefsful in catching two forts of crabs, 
both of them fuch as our navigators had not feen before. 
One of thenl was adorned with a nloft beautiful blue, in 
every refpect equal to the ultramarine. With this blue 
all his claws and joints were deeply tinged; while the 
under part of him was white, and fo exq uifitely polifhed 
that in colour and brightnefs it bore an exact refemblance 
to the white of old china. The other crab was alfo mark .. 
ed, though fomewhat more fparingly, with the ultralna" 
rine on his joints and his toes; and on his back were 
three brown fpots of a fingular appearance. 

Early the next morning, Lieutenant Cook, having 
found a paffage between the iflands, failed to the north .. 
ward, and· on the evening of the fucceeding day anchored 
at about two miles diftance from the main. At this time 
a great number of ifiands, lying a long way without the 
ihip, were in fight. On the twenty-ninth, the Lieutenant 
fent away the mafter with two boats to found the entrance 
of an· inlet which lay to the weft, and into which he in
tended to go with the veffel, that he might wait a few 
days for the rooon's encreafe, and have an opportunity of 
examining the country. As the tide was obferved to ebb 
and flow confiderably, when the Endeavour had anchored 
within the inlet, our Commander judged it to be a river 
that might run pretty far up into land. Thinking that 

this 
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this n1ight afford a commodious fituation for laying the 
fbip ailiore, and cleaning her bottom, he landed with 
the mafier, in fearch of a proper place for the purpofe. 
He was accompanied in the excurfion by Mr. Banks and 
Dr. Solander; and they found walking exceedingly trou
blefome, in confequence of the ground's being covered 
with a kind of grafs, the feeds of which were very iliarp 
and bearded. Whenever thefe feeds fiuck into their 
clothes, which happened ·at every fiep, they worked for
ward by means of the beard, till they got at the flefh. 
Another difagreeable circumfiance was, that the gentle
men were inceifantly tormented with the ftings of a cloud 
of mufquitos. They foon met with feveral places where 
the fhip might conveniently be laid afhore; but were 
much difappointed in not being able to find any frefh 
water. In proceeding up the country, they found gum 
trees, the gum upon which exified only in very fmall 
quantities. Gum trees of a fimilar kind, and as little pro
ductive, had occurred in other parts of the Coaft of New 
South Wales. Upon the branches of the trees were ants 
nefis, made of clay, as big as a bufheL The ants them
felves, by which th~ nefts were inhabited, were fmall, and 
their bodies white. Upon another fpecies of the gum 
tree, was found a "fmall black ant, which perforated all 
the twigs, and, having worked out the pith, occupied the 
pipe in which it had been contained. Notwithftanding 
this, the parts in which thefe infects, to an amazing num
ber, had fonned a lodgment, bore leaves and flowers, 
and appeared to be entirely in a ffouriiliing ftate. Butter
flies were found in fuch multitudes that the account of 
them feems almoft to be incredible. The air was fo 
crowded with them, for the fpace of three or four acres, 
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that millions might be feen in every direction; and the 
branches and twigs of the trees 'were at the fanle time 
covered with others that were not upon the. wing~ A 
{mall fiih of a fingular kind was likewife met with in this 
place. Its fize was about that of a nlinnow, and it had 
two very {hong breaft-fins. It was found in places which 
were quite dry, and where it might be fnppofed that it 
had been left by the tide; and yet it did not appear to 
have become languid fronl that circumftance": for when. 
it was approached, it leaped away as nimbly as a frog. 
Indeed it did not feem to prefer water to land. 

Though the curiofity of Mr. Cook and his friends 
was gratified by the fight of thefe various objects, they 
were difappointed in the attainment of their main purpofe, 
the difcovery of frefh water; and a fecond excurfion, 
which was made by them on the afternoon of the fame 
day, was equally unfuccefsful. This failure of the Lieu
tenant's hopes determined him to make but a ihort fray 
in the place. Having, however, obferved from an emi
nence that the inlet penetrated a confiderable way into 
the country, he formed a refolution of tracing it in the 
lTIorning. Accordingly, at fun-rife, on Wednefday the 
thirtieth of May, he went on {hore, and took a view of 
the coaft and the ii1ands that lie off it, with their bearings. 
For this purpofe he had with him an azimuth compafs; 
but he found that the needle differed very confiderably 
in its pofition, even to thirty degrees; the variation. 
being in fome places more, in others lefs. Once the 
needle varied fronl itfelf no lefs than two points in 
the diftance of fourteen feet. Mr. Cook having taken 
up fome of the loofe frones which lay upon the ground 
applied them to the needle, but they produced n~ 

effeCt ; 
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effect; whence he concluded that in the hills there was 
iron ore, traces of which he had remarked both here and 
in the neighbouring parts. After he had made his ob
fervations upon the hill, he proceeded with Dr. Solander 
up the inlet. He fet out with the firft of the flood, and 
had advanced above eight leagues long before it was high
water. The breadth of the inlet thus far was from two 
to :five miles, upon a direCtion fouth-weft by fouth; but 
here it opened every way, and formed a large lake, which 
to the north-weft communicated with the fea. Our Com
n1ander not only faw the fea in this direction, but found 
the tide of flood coming ftrongly in from that point. He 
obferved, alfo, an arm of this lake extending to the eaft
ward. Hence he thought it not improbable that it 
111ight communicate with the fea in the bottom of the 
bay, which lies to the weftward of the cape that on the 
chart is defignated by the nalne of CAPE TOWNSHEND. 
On the fouth fide of the lake is a ridge of hills which 
the Lieutenant was very defirous of climbing. As, 
howe~r," it was high-water, and the day was far fpent; 
and. as the weather, in particular, was dark and rainy, 
he was afraid of being bewildered among the ihoals in 
the night, and therefore was obliged to give up his 
inclination, and to make the beft of his way to the 
ihip. Two people only were feen by him, who fol
lowed the boat along the fhore a good way at fome dif
tance; but he could not prudently wait for them, as 
the tide ran ftrongly in his favour. Several fires in 
one direCtion, and fmoke in another, exhibited far
ther proofs of the country's being in a certain degree 
inhabited. 

While 
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While Mr. Cook, with Dr. Solander, was tracing the 
inlet Mr. Banks and a party with hiln engaged in a fepa
rate ~xcurfion, in which they had not proceeded far within 
land, before their courfe was obftructed by a fwamp~ 
covered with mangroves. This, however, they deter
mined to pafs; and having done it with great difficulty-, 
they came up to a place where there had been four {mall 
fires, near to which lay fome fhells and bones of fifh that 
had been roafred. Heaps of grafs were alfo found lying 
together, on which four or five people appeared to have 
flept. Mr. Gore, in another place, obferved the track of a 
large animal. Som~ bufrards were likewife feen, but not any 
other bird, excepting a few beautifulloriquets, of the fame 
kind with thofe which had been noticed in Botany Bay co. 

The country in general, in this part of New South Wales" 
appeared fandy and barren, and deftitute of the accommo
dations which could fit it for being poffeffed by fettled 
inhabitants. From the ill fuccefs that attended the fearch
ing for frelli water, Lieutenant Cook called the inlet in 
which the ihip lay THIRSTY SOUND 'i'. No refrdbment 
of any other fort was here procured by our voyagers+ .. 

Our Commander, not having a lingle inducement to
fray longer in this place, weighed anchor in the morning 
of the thirty-firfr, a~d put to fea. In the profecution of 
the voyage, ·when the Endeavour was clofe under CAPE 

UPST ART, the variation of the needle, at fun-fet, on the 
fourth of June, was 9° eaft, and at fun-rife the next day, 
it was no more than 5° 35'. Hence the Lieutenant con:-
eluded that it had been influenced by iron ore, or by forne 

*' Thirfiy Sound lies in latitude n° lo/fouth, and longitude 2IOtJ 18' weft. 
t Hawkefworth, ubi [upra, p. 52~-532 • 

other 



CAP T A IN] A M ESC 0 0 K. 119 

other magnetical matter cohtained under the furface of C HAP. 
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tors faw upon one of the iilands what had the appearance 1770 • 

of cocoa-nut trees; and as a- few nuts would at this time 7 June. 

have been very acceptable,. Mr. Cook fent Lieutenant 
Hicks afhore, to fee if he could procure any refreihment. 
He was accompanied by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander; and 
in the evening the gentlemen returned, with an account 
that what had been taken for cocoa-nut trees were a fmall 
kind of cabbage palm, and that, excepting about fourteen 
or fifteen plants, nothing could be obtained which was 
worth bringing away. On the eighth, when the Endea-
vour was in the midft of a c1ufter of fmall iilands, our 
voyagers difcerned, with their glaffes, upon one of the 
neareft of thefe. ifiands, about thirty of the natives, Inen, 
women, and children, all ftanding together, and looking 
with great attention at the filip. This was the firft in-
fiance of curiofity that had been 0 bferved among the peo-
ple of the country. The prefent Indian fpectators were 
entirely naked. Their hair was fhort, and their com-
plexion the fame with that of fuch of the inhabitants as 
had been feen befo:t;"e >1<-. 

In navigating the coaft of New South Wales, where 
the fea in all parts conceals ihoals which fuddenly project 
from the HlOre, and rocks that rife abruptly like a pyranlid 
from the bottom, our Cominander had hitherto conducted 
his veffel in fafety, for an extent of two and twenty 
degrees of latitude, being more than one thoufand three 
hundred miles. But, on the tenth of June, as he was pur
fuing his courfe from a bay to which he had given the 

• lliwkeIworth, ubi fupra, p. 53'2, 538, 541. 
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name of TRINITY BAY, the Endeavour fell into a fituation 
as critical and dangerous as any that is recorded in the 
hiftory of navigation; a hiftory which abounds with pe
rilous adventures, and almoft miraculous efcapes. Our 
voyagers were now near the latitude affigne? to .the 
iflands that were difcovered by Quiros, and whIch, wIth
out fufficient reafon, fome geographers have thought 
proper to join to this land. The fhip had the advan·· 
tage cf a fine breeze, and a clear moonlight night; and 
in ftanding off from fix till near nine o'clock, file 
had deepened her water frOln fourteen to twenty-one 
fathom. But while our navigators were at fupper it fud-· 
denI y HlOaled, and they fell into twelve, ten, and eight 
fathom, \vithin the compafs of a few minutes. Mr. Cook 
immediately ordered every man to his ftation, and all was. 
ready to put about and conle to an anchor, when deep 
water being met with again at the next caft of the lead,. 
it was concluded that the veffel had gone over the tail of 
the fhoals which had been feen at fun-fet, and that the 
danger was now over. This idea of fecurity was confirmed 
by the water's continuing to deepen to twenty and twenty
one fathom, fo that the gentlemen left the deck in great 
tranquillity, and went to bed. However, a little before 
eleven, the water ihoaled ~t once from twenty to feven
teen fathom, and before the lead could be caft again, the 
fhip {huck, and remained immoveable, excepting fo far 
as {he was influenced by the heaving of the furge, that 
beat her againft the crags of the rock upon which fhe. 
lay. A few moments brought every perf on upon deck, 
wIth countenances fuited to the horrors of the fituation" 
As our people knew, from the breeze which they had in 
the evening, that they could not be very near the fhore,. 

there 
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there was too much reafon to conclude that they were 
upon a rock of coral, which, on account of the fharp
nefs of its points, and the roughnefs of its furface, is 
lllore fatal than any other. On examining the depth of 
water round the filip, it was fpeedily difcovered that the 
nlisfortune of our voyagers was equal to their appre
henfions. The veifel had been lifted over a ledge of the 
rock, and lay in a hollow within it, in fame places of 
which hollow there were from thre.e to four fathom, and 
in-others not fa many feet of water. To complete the 
fcene of difrrefs, it appeared, from the light of the moon, 
that the fheathing boards from the bottom of the ihip 
were floating away all round her, and at lail: her falfe 
keel; fo that every moment was making way for the 
whole company's being fwallowed up by the rufiling 
in of the fea. There was now no chance but to lighten 
her, and the opportunity had unhappily been loft of doing 
it to the beft. advantage; for as the Endeavour had gone 
afhore jufr at high-water, and by this time it had confi
derably fallen, fhe would, when lightened, be but in the 
fame fittlation as at firft. The only alleviation of this cir
cumftance was, that as the tide ebbed, the veifel fettled to 
the rocks, and was not beaten againft them with fa luuch 
violence. Our people had, indeed, fame hope from the 
next tide, though it was doubtful whether the fhip would 
hold together fa long, efpecially as the rock kept grating 
part ·of her bottom with fuch force as to be heard in the 
fore frore-room. No effort, however, was remitted fronl 
defpair of fuccefs. That no time might be loft, the water 
was immediately flarted in the hold, and pumped up; fix 
guns, being all that were upon the deck, a quantity of 
iron and ftone ballaft, caiks, hoop ftaves, oil jars, decayed 
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ftores, and a variety of things befides, were thrown over
board with the utmoft expedition. Everyone exerted 
himfelf, not only without murmuring and difcontent, but 
even with an alacrity which almoft approached to chear
fulnefs. So fenfible, at the fame time, were the men of 
the awefulnefs of their fituation, that not an oath was 
heard among them, the deteftable habit of profane fwear
ing being inftantly fubdued by the dread of incurring 
guilt when a fpeedy death was in view. 

While Lieutenant Cook and all the people about him 
were thus employed, the opening of the morning of the 
eleventh of June prefented them with a fuller profpect: 
of their danger. The land was feen by them at about 
eight leagues diftance, without any ifiand in the interme
diate fpace, upon which, if the fhip had gone to pieces, 
they might have been fet a-fhore by the boats, and carried 
thence by different turns to the main. Gradually, how
ever, the wind died away, and early in the forenoon it 
became a dead calm; a circumftance this, peculiarly happy 
in the order of Divine Providence; for if it had blown 
hard, the veifel muft inevitably have been deftroyed. 
High-water being expeCted at eleven in the morning, and 
every thing being made ready to heave her off if ilie 
ihould float; to the inexprelli ble f urprize and concern 
of our navigators, fo much did the day-tide fall iliort of 
that of the night, that though they had lightened the fi?ip 
nearly fifty ton, fhe did not float by a foot and a half. 
Hence it became neceifary to lighten her ftill more, and 
every thing was thrown overboard that could pollibly be 
fpared. Hitherto the Endeavour had not admitted much 
water; but as the tide fell, it rufhed in fo faft, that ihe 
could fcarcely be kept free, though two pumps were 
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inceifantly worked. There were now no hopes but from 
the tide at midnight; to prepare for taking the advan
tage of which the moft vigorous efforts were exerted. 
About five o'clock in the afternoon the tide began to rife, 
but, at the fame time, the leak increafed to a moft alarn1-
ing degree. Two more pumps, therefore, were manneu, 
one of which unhappily would not work. Three pumps, 
however, were kept going, and at nine o'clock the ibip 
righted. N everthe1efs, the leak had gained fo confidera
bly upon her, that it was imagined that fhe muft go to 
the bottom as foon as file ceafed to be fupported by the 
rock. It was, indeed, a dreadful circumftance to our Com
mander and his people, that they were obliged to antici
pate the. floating of the ve:£fel not as an earneft of their 
deliverance, but as an event which probably would preci
pitate their deftrucHon. They knew that their boats were 
not capable of carrying the whole of them on fhore, and 
that when the dreadful crifis fhould arrive, all command 
and fubordination being at an end, a conteft for preference 
might be expeCted, which would increafe even the horrors 
of fuipwreck, and turn their rage againft each other. 
Some of them were fenfible that if they fhould efcape to 
the main land, they were likely to fuffer more upon the 
whole than thofe who would be left on board to perifh in 
the waves. The latter would only be expo[ed to inftant 
death; whereas the former, when they got on thore, would 
have no lafting or effeCtual defence againft the natives, 
in a part of the country where even nets and fire-arms 
could fcarcely furnifil them with food. But fuppofing 
that they thould find the means of fubfiftence; how hor
rible muft be their frate, to be condemned to languifh out 
the remainder of their lives in a defolate wildernefs, with-
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out the pofi"effion or hope of domeftic comfort; and to be 
cut off from all commerce with mankind, excepting that of 
the naked favages who prowl the defert, and who per
haps are fome of the moft rude and uncivilized inhabitants 
of the earth! 

The dreadful moment which was to determine the 
fate of our voyagers now drew on; and everyone faw, 
in the countenances of his companions, the picture of his 
own fenfations. Not, however, giving way to defpaif, 
the Lieutenant ordered the capftan and windlace to be 
manned with as many hands as could be fpaFed from the 
pumps, and the !hip having floated about twenty minutes 
after ten o'clock, the grand effort was made, and !he was 
heaved into deep water. It was no fmall confolation, to 
find that !he did not now admit of mon: water than· ihe 
had done when upon the rock. By the gaining, indeed, of 
the leak upon the pumps, three feet and nine inches of 
water were in the hold; notwithftanding which, the men 
did not relinquifh their labour. Thus they held the wateF 
as it were at bay:- but having endured exceffive fatigue of 
body, and agitation of mind, for more than twenty-four 
hours, and all this being attended with little hope of final 
fuccefs, they began, at length, to flag. None of them 
could work at the pump above five or fix minutes toge .. 
ther, after which, being totally exhaufted, they threw 
themfelves down upon the deck, t!lolrlgh a ftream of 
water, between three or four inches deep, was running 
over it from. the PlunpS. When thofe who- fucceeded. 
them had worked their time,. and in their turn were ex
hawed,. they threw themfelves down in the fame manner, 
and the· others ftarted up again, to renew their labour. 
While thus they were employed in relieving each otheJ'; 

an 
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an accident was very nearly putting an immediate end to 
all their efforts. The planking which lines the fhip's bot
tom is called the cieling, between which and the out fide 
planking there is a fpace of about eighteen inches. From 
this cieling only, the man who had hitherto attended the 
wen had taken the depth of the water, and had given the 
meafure accordingly. But, upon his being relieved, the 
perfon who came in his room reckoned the depth to the 
outfide planking, which had the appearance of the leak's 
having gained upon the pumps eighteen inches in a few 
minutes. The mifiake, however, was foon detected; and 
the accident, which in its commencement was. very for
midable to them, became, in fact, highly advantageou&. 
Such was the joy which every man felt at finding hi.s 
:fituation better than his fears had fuggefied, that it ope
rated with wonderful energy, and feemed to poifefs him 
with a ftrong perfuafion that fcarcely any real danger 
remained. New confidence and new hope infpired frefh 
vigour; and the efforts of the men were exerted with fo 
much alacrity and fpirit, that before eight o'clock in the 
morning the pumps had gained €onfiderably upon the 
leak. All the converfation now turned upon carrying 
the fhip into fome harbour, as a thing not to be doubted; 
and as hands could be fpared from the pumps, they were 
employed in getting up the anchors. It being found 
impoffible to fave the little bower anchor, it was cut away 
at a whole ~able, and tha cable of the ftream anchor was 
loft among the rocks; but in the fituation of our people 
thefe were trifles which fcarcely attracted their notice. 
~he f.o];e-topmaft and fore-yard were next erected, and 
the.re. being. a, breeze from the fea, the Endeavour, at 

eleven, 

12'5 

C HAP. 

II. 



€ HAP. 
II. 
~ 

1770 • 

THE LIFE OF-

eleven o'clock, got once more under fail, and flood for the 

land. 
Notwithftanding thefe favourable circulnftances, our 

voyagers were ftill very far from being in a ftate of fafety. 
It was not poffible long to continue the labour by which 
the pumps had been made to gain upon the leak; and as 
the exaCt place of it could not be difcovered, there ,vas 
no hope of ftopping it within. At this crifis, Mr. Monk
haufe, one of the midfhipmen, came to Lieutenant Cook, 
and propofed an expedient he had once feen ufed on board 
a merchant fhip which had fprung a leak that admitted 
more than four feet water in an hour, and which by this 
means had been fafely brought from Virginia to London. 
To Mr. Monkhoufe, therefore, the care of the expedient, 
which is called fathering the fhip, was, with proper affift
anee, committed; and his method of proceeding was as 
follows. He took a lower ftudding fail, and having mixed 
together a large quantity of oakham and wool, he ftitched 
it down, as lightly as poffible, in handfuls upon the fail, 
and fpread over it the dung of the fueep of the veffel, 
and other filth. The fail being thus prepared, it was 
hauled under the filip's bottom by ropes, which kept it 
extended. When it came under the leak, the fuction 
that carried in the water, carried in with it the oakham 
and wool from the furface of the fail. In other parts the 
water was not fufficiently agitated to wafh off the oakham 
and the wool. The fuccefs of the expedient was anfwer
able to the warn1eft expectations; for hereby the leak 
was fo far reduced, that, inftead of gaining upon three 
pumps, it was eafily kept under with one. Here was fuch 
a new fource of confidence and comfort, that our people 

could 
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could fcarcely have expreffed more joy if they had been 
already in port. It had lately been the utmoft objett 
of their hope, to run the fhip afhore in fome harbour, 
either of an Bland or the main, and to build a veffel 
out of her materials, to carry them to the Eaft Indies. 
Nothing, however, was now thought of but to range 
along the coaft in fearch of a convenient place to repair 
the daluage the Endeavour had fuftained, and then to 
profecute the voyage upon the fame plan, as if no impe
diment had happened. In juftice and gratitude to the 
filip's company, and the gentlenlen on board, Mr. Cook 
has recorded, that although in the midft of their diftrefs 
all of them feemed to have a juft fenfe of their danger, 
no man gave way to paffionate exclamations, or frantic 
geftures. "Everyone appeared to have the perfett pof
" feffion of his mind, and everyone exerted himfelf to 
" the uttermoft, with a quiet and patient perfeverance, 
" equally diftant from the tUIUUltuous violence of terror, 
" and the gloomy inattivity of defpair ~"." Though the 
Lieutenant hath faid nothing of himfelf, it is well known 
that his own compofure, fortitude, and activity were equal 
to the greatnefs of the occafion. 

To complete the hiftory of this wonderful prefervation, 
it is neceffary to bring forward a circumftance, which 
could not be difcovered till the :lhi p was laid down to be 
repaired. It was then found that one of her holes, which 
was large enough to have funk our navigators, if they 
had had eight pumps inftead of four, and had been able 
to keep them inceffantly going, was in a great meafure 
filled up by a fragment of the rock, upon which the En-

" Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 544-552. 
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deavour had ftruck. To this fingular event, therefore, it 
was owing, that the water did not pour in with a violence 
which m,!-il: fpeedily have involved the Endeavour and 
all her company in inevitable deftruCtion *. 

Hitherto none of the nalnes, by which our Commander 
had diftinguifhed the feveral parts of the country feen' by 
him, were n'lemorials of difirefs. But the anxiety and 
danger which he and his people had now experienced, 
induced him to call a point in fight, which lay to the 
northward, CAPE TRIBULATION t. 

The next object after this event was to look out for a 
harbour where the defeCts of the ihip might be repaired, 
and the veifel put into proper order for future navigation. 
On the fourteenth, a fmall harbour was happily difcovered, 
which was excellently adapted to the purpofe. It was, 
indeed, remarkable, that, during the whole courfe of the 
voyage, our people had feen no place which, in their pre
fent circumftances, could have afforded them the fame 
relief. They could not, however, immediately get into 
it; and in the midft of all their joy for their unexpeCted 
deliverance, they had not forgotten that there was nothing 
but a lock of wool between them and deftruCtion. 

At this time, the fcurvy, with many formidable fymp
toms, began to make its appearance among our navigators. 
Tu pia, in particular, was fo grievoufl y affeCted with the 
difeafe, that all the remedies prefcribed by the furgeon 
could not retard its progrefs. Mr. Green, the aftronomer, 
was alfo upon the decline. Thefe and other circumftan
ces embittered the delay which prevented our Commander 

'* Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 559-
t Ibid. p. 54+ Cape Tribulation lies in latitude 160 6' fouth; and longitude 

214-0 39' weft. 
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and his companions from getting on fuore. In the morn
ing of the feventeenth, though the wind was frill frelli, 
the Lieutenant ventured to weigh, and to puJj,in for the 
harbour, the entrance

o 
into which was by a very narrow 

channel. In making the attempt the fhip was twice run 
aground. At the firfr time fhe went off without any trou
ble, but the fecond time -{he fiuck faft. N everthelefs, by 
proper exertions, in conjunCtion with the rifing of the 
tide, fhe floated about one o'clock in the afternoon, and 
was foon warped into the harbour. The fucceeding day 
was employed in ereCting two tents, in landing the pro
vifions and fiores, and in making every preparation for 
repairing the damages which the Endeavour had fuftained. 
In the mean while, Mr. Cook, who had afcended one of 
the higheft hills that overlooked the harbour, was by no 
m~ans entertained with a cdmfortable profpeCl:; the low 
land near the river being wholly overo-run with man
groves, among which the faIt-water flows at every tide, 
and the high land appearing to be altogether froney and 
barren. Mr. Banks alfo took a walk. up the country, and 
met with the frames of feveral old Indian houfes, and places 
where the natives, though not recently, had dreffed fhell
fifh. The boat, which had this day been difpatched to 
haul the reine, with a view of procuring fome fifh for the 
refrefhment of the fick, returned without fuccefs. Tupia 
was more fortunate. Having employed himfelf in ang
ling, and lived entirely upon what he caught, he recovered 
in a furprizing degree. Mr. Green, to the regret of his 
friends, exhibited no fymptOllls of returning health. 

On the nineteenth, Mr. Banks croffed the river to take 
a farther view of the country; which he found to confii1: 
principally of fand-hills. Some Indian houfes were feen 
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by him, that appeared to have been very lately inhabited; 
and in his walk he met ,vith large flocks of pigeons and 
crows. The pigeons were exceedingly beautiful. of thefe 
he iliot feveral; but the crows, which were exaCtly like 
thofe in England, were fo iliy that they never calne within 
the reach of his gun. 

It was not· till the twenty-fecond that the tide fo far 
left the Endeavour, as to give our people an opportunity 
of examining her leak. In the place ,,,here it was found, 
the rocks had made their way through four phinks, and 
even into the timbers .. Three 1110re planks were greatly 
damaged, and there was fomething very extraordinary in 
the appearances of the breaches. Not a fplinter was to be 
feen, but all was as fmooth as if the whole had been cut 
away by an inftrument. It was a peculiarly happy cir
cumftance that the timbers were here very clofe,. fince 
otherwife the ihip could not pofiibly have been faved~ 
Now alfo it was that the fragment of the rock was difco
vered, which, by fticking in the leak of the veifel, had 
been fuch a providential inftrument of her prefervation. 

On the fame day, fome of the people who had been 
fent to ilioot pigeons for the fick., and who had difcovered 
many Indian houfes, and a fine ftream of freili water, 
reported at their return, that they had feen an animal as 
large as a greyhound, of a flender make, of a moufe 
colour,. and extremely fwift. As·the Lieutenant was walk
ing, on the morning of the twenty-fourth, at a little dif ... 
tance from the fhip, he had· an opportunity of feeing an 
animal of the fame kind. From the defcription he gave 
of it, and from an imperfect view which occurred to 
Mr. Banks, the latter gentleman was of opinion that its 
fpecies WaS hitherto unknown. 

The 
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The po fit ion of the veffel, while !he was refitting for 
fea, was very near depriving the world of that botanical 
knowledge, which Mr. Banks had procured at the ex
pet:lce of fo much labour, and fuch various perilS. For 
the greater fecurity of the curious collection of plants 
which he had made during the whole voyage, he had 
removed them into the bread room. This room is in the 
after part of the !hip, the head of which, for the purpofe 
of repairing her, was laid much higher than the ftern. 
No one having thought of the danger to which this cir
cumftance might expofe the plants, they were found to 
be under water. However, by the exercife of unremit
ting care and attention, the larger part of them were re
!tored to a ftate of prefervation. 

On the twenty-ninth of June, at two o'clock in the 
lllorning, ~1r. Cook, in conjunction with :Mr. Green, ob
ferved an emerfion of jupiter's firft fatellite~ The time 
here was 2h IW 5311

, which gave the longitude of the place 
at 2140 42' 30" weft: its latitude is 150 26' fouth. The next 
morning the Lieutenant fent forne of the young gentlemen 
to take a plan of the harbour, whilft he himfelf afcended 
a hill, that he might gain a full profpecr of the fea: and it 
was a profpect \vhich prefented him with· a lively view of 
the difficulties of his ..fituation. To his great concern he 
faw innumerable fand-banks and {hoals, lying in every 
ciirecri{)n of the cpaft. Some of them extended as far as 
-he could difcern with his glafs, and many of thenl did 
but juft rife above water. To the northward there \Va" 

an appearance of a paffage, and this was the only direction 
in whi,ch our Commander could hope to get clear, in the 
profecntion of his voyage; for as the wind blew conft~ntl:j 
from the fouth-eaft, to return t,y the fouthward would 
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have been extremely difficult, if not abfolutely impoffible. 
On this, and the preceding day, our people had been very 
fuccefsful in hauling the feine. The fupply of fifh was 
fo great, that the Lieutenant was now able to diftribute two 
pounds and a half to each mao. A quantity of greens 
having likewife been gathered, he ordered them to be 
boiled with the peas. Hence an excellent mefs was pro
duced, which, in conjunction with the fifh, afforded an 
unfpeakable refrefhment to the whole of the {hip's com
pany"'. 

Early in the morning of the fecond of July, Lieutenant 
Cook fent the mafter ont of the harbour, in the pinnace, 
to found about the fhoals, and to fearch for a channel to 
the northward. A fecond attempt, which was made this 
day to heave off the {hip, was as unfuccefsful as a former 
one had been. The next day the ll1after returned, and 
reported that he had found a paffage out to fea, between 
the fhoals. On one of thefe fhoals, which confifted of 
coral rocks, many of which were dry at low water, he 
had landed, and found there cockles of fo enormous a fize, 
that a fingle cockle was more than two men could eat. 
At the fame place, he met with a great variety of other 
fhell-fifh, and brought back with him a plentiful fupply 
for the ufe of his fellow voyagers. At high-water, this 
day, another effort was made to ft.oat the thip, which hap
pily fucceeded; but it being found that the had fprung a 
plank between decks, it became neceifary to lay her a
iliore a fecond time. The Lieutenant being anxious to 

• On the firft of July, the thermometer, in the fuade, rofe to 8t, which was higher 
than it had been on any day fince our navigators had come upon the coaft of New South 
Wales. 
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attain a perfect knowledge of the fiate of the veffel, got 
one of the carpenter's crew, a man in whom he could 
confide, to dive, on the fifth, to her bottom, that he might 
examine the place where the fheathing had been rubbed 
off. His report, which was, that three ftreaks of the· 
theathing, about eight feet long, were wanting, and that 
the main plank had been a little rubbed, was perfectly 
agreeable to the account that had been given before by 
the mafier and others, who had made the fame examina
tion; and our Commander had the confolation of finding 
that, in the opinion of the carpenter, this matter would 
·be of little confequence. The other damage, therefore, 
being repaired, the fhip was again floated at high water, 
and aU hands were employed in taking the ftores on board, 
and in puttin.g her into a condition for proceeding of? her 
voyage .;:<. To the harbour in which the was refitted for 
the fea, Mr. Cook gave the name of the ENDEAVOUR 

RIVER. 

On the morning of the iixth, 1\1r. Banks, accompanied 
by Lieutenant Gore, and three n1en, fet out in a fmall 
boat up the river, with a view of fpending a few days in 
examining the country. In this expedition nothing ef
caped his notice which related either to the natural hifiory 
or the inhabitants of the places he vifited. Though he 
met with undoubted proofs that feveral of the natives 
were at no great difiance, none of theln calne within 
fight. Having found, upon the whole, that the country 
did not promife much advantage from a farther fearch, he 
and his party reimbarked in their boat, and returned, on. 
the eighth, to the fhip. During their excurfion, they had 

'*' ljawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 557-568, 
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ilept upon the ground in perfeCt fecurity, and without 
once reft.eCting upon the danger they would have incur
red, if in that fituatiol1 they had been difcovered by the 
Indians. 

Lieutenant Cook had not been fatisfied with the ac
count which the maficr had given of his having traced a 
paffage, between the fhoals, into the fea. He fent him 
ont, therefore, a fecond time, upon the fame bufinefs; 
and, on his return, he made a different report. Having 
been feven leagues out to fea, the mafier was now of opinion 
that there was no [uch paifage as he had before imagined. 
His expedition, however, though in this refpeCl: unfuccefs
ful, was not wholly without its advantage. On the very 
rock where he had feen the large cockles, he met with a 
great number of turtle; and though he had no better an. 
infirument than a boat-hook, three of them were caught, 
which together weighed feven hundred and ninety-one 
pounds. An attempt, which, by order of the Lieutenant, 
was Inade the next morning to obtain fome more turtle, 
failed through the mifconduCl: of the fame officer, who 
had been fo fortunate on the preceding day. 

Hitherto the natives of this part of the country had 
eagerly avoided holding any intercourfe with our people: 
but at length their minds, through the good management 
of Mr. Cook., became more favourably difpofed. Four of 
them having appeared, on the tenth, in a [mall canoe, and 
feeming to be bufily employed in ftriking fifh, fome of the 
filip's company were for going over to them in a boat. 
This, however, the Lieutenant would not permit, repeated 
experience having convinced him that it was nl0re likely 
to prevent than to procure an interview. He determined 
to purfue a contrary nlethod, and to try what could be 

, done 
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done by letting theln alone, and not appearing to make them, 
in the leaft degree, the objeCts of his no~ice. So fuccefs
ful v{as this plan, that, after fome preparatory intercom"fe, 
they came along-fide the ihip,' without expreffing any 
fear or diftruft. The conference was carried on, by figns, 
with the utmoft cordiality till dinner-time, when, being 
invited by our people to go with them and partake of 
their provifion, they declined it, and went away in their. 
canoe. One ofthefe Indians was fomewhat above the 
middle age; the three others were young. Their fiature 
was of the common fize, but their lilubs were remarkably 
fmall. The colour of their frin was a dark chocolate .. 
Their hair was black, but not woolly; and their features 
were far from being difagreeable. They had lively eyes, 
and their teeth were even and white. The tones of theiJ:1 
voices were fbft and mufical, and there was a flexibility in 
their organs of fpeech, which enabled them to repeat, 
with great facility, many of the words pronounced by 
the Englifh. 
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On the next morning,. our voyagers had another vifit I J .Iu!?, 
from four of the natives. Three of thein were the fame 
who had appeared the day before, but the fourth was a 
ihanger, to whom his companions gave the name of 
YAPARlc.o. He was diftinguifhed by a very peculiar or
nament. This was the bone of a bird, nearly as thick 
as a man's finger, and five or fix inches long, which he 
had thruft into a hole, made in the griftle that divides 
the noftrils. An inftance of the like kind" and only one; 
had been feen in New Zealand. It was found, how-
ever, that among all thefe people the fame part of the 
nofe was perforated; that they had holes in their ears; 
and that they had bracelets, made of plaited hair, upon the 
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upper part of their arms. Thus the love of ornament 
takes place among them, though they are abfolutely defti
tute of apparel. 

Three Indians, on the t,velfth, ventured down to Tu
pia's terit, and were fo well pleafed with their reception, 
that one of them went with his canoe to fetch two others, 
who had never been feen by the Englifh. On his return, 
he introduced the ftrangers by name, a ceremony which 
was never omitted upon f uch occafions. Fronl a farther 
acquaintance with the natives, it was found that the colour 
of their !kins was not fo dark as had at firft been appre
hended, and that all of thein were remarkably clean limb
ed, and extremely atl:ive and nimble. Their language 
appeared to be more harfh than that of the lfianders in the 
South fea. 

On the fourteenth, Mr. Gore had the good fortune to kill 
one of the animals before mentioned, and which had been 
the fubjetl: of much fpeculation. It is called by the natives 
KaJ2g-uroo; and when dreifed proved moft excellent meat. 
Indeed, our navigators might now be [aid to fare fumptu
oufly every day; for they had turtle in great plenty, and 
it was agreed that thefe were far fuperior to any which 
our people had ever tafted in England. This the gentle
nlen juftly imputed to their being eaten frefh from the 
rea, before their natural fat had been wafted, or their 
juices changed, by the fituation and diet they are expofed 
to when kept in tubs. Moft of the turtle here caught were 
of the kind called green turtle, and their weight was from 
two to three hundred pounds. 

In the morning of the iixteenth, while the men were 
engaged ill their ufual employnlent of getting the ihip 
ready for the fea, our Commander climbed one of the 
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heights on the north fide of the river, and obtained from 
it an extenfive view of the inland country, which he 
found agreeably diverfified by hills, valleys, and large 
plains, that in many places were richly covered with 
wood. This evening, the Lieutenant and Mr. Green ob
ferved an emerfion of the firft fatellite of Jupiter, which 
gave 2140 53' 45" of longitude. The obfervation taken on 
the twenty-ninth of June had given 2140 48' 30"; and 
the mean was 2140 48/ 7ill, being the longitude of the 
place weft of Greenwich. 

On the feventeenth, Mr. Cook fent the mafter and one 
of the mates in the pinnace, to fearch for a channel to 
the northward; after which, accompanied by Mr. Banks 
and Dr. Solander, he went into the woods on the other 
fide of the water. In this excurfion the gentlemen had a 
farther opportunity of hnproving their acquaintance with 
the Indians, who by degrees became fo familiar, that fe
veral of them the next day ventured on board the filip. 
There the Lieutenant left them, apparently much enter
tained, that he might go with Mr. Banks to take a farther 
furvey of the country, and efpecially to indulge an anx
ious curiofity they had of looking round about them upon 
the fea; of which they earneftly wifhed, but fcarcely 
dared to hope, that they might obtain a favourable and 
encouraging profpect. When, after having walked along 
the ihore feven or eight miles to the northward, they 
-afcended a very high hill, the view which prefented itfelf 
to them infpired nothing but melancholy apprehenfions. 
In every direCtion, they faw rocks and fhoals without 
number; and there appeared to be no paifage out to fea, 
but through the winding channels between theIn, the 
navigation of which .could not be accomplifhed without 
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the utmoft degree of difficulty and danger. The fpirits of 
the two gentlemen were not raifed by this excurfion. 

On the nineteenth our voyagers were vifited by ten of 
the natives; and fix or feven more were feen at a diftance" 
chiefly women, who were as naked as the male inhabitants 
of the country. There being at that time a number of 
turtles on the deck of the fhip, the Indians who came on 
board were determined to get one of them; and expre£fed 
great difappointment and anger, when our people refufed 
to comply with their wifhes. Several attempts were made: 
by them to fecure what they wanted by force; but all their 
efforts proving unfuccefsful, they fuddenly leaped into their 
canoe in a tranf POf.t of rage, and paddled towards the· 
fhore. The Lieutenant, with Mr. Banks, and five or fix 
of the fhip's crew, immediately went into the boat, and' 
got aihore, where many of the Englifh were engaged 
in various employments. As foon as the natives reached 
the land, they feized their arms, which had been laid 
up in a tree, and having fnatched a brand from under a 
pitch-kettle that was boiling, made a circuit to the wind
ward of the few things our people had on fhore, and with 
furprizing quicknefs and dexterity fet fire to the grafs in 
their way. The grafs, which was as dryas ftubble, and five' 
or fix feet high, burnt with furprizing fury; and a tent 
of Mr. Banks's would have been deftroyed, if that gentle
man had not immediately got fome of the men to fa ve it,. 
by hauling it down upon the beach. Every part of the 
fmith's forge that would burn was confumedL This tranf-. 
action was followed by another of the fame nature. In 
fpite of threats and entreaties, the Indians went to a dif
ferent place, where feveral of the Endeavour's crew were 
wailiing, and where the feine, the other nets, and a large 

quantity 
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quantity of linen were laid out to dry, and again fet fire to 
the gra[s. The audacity of this frefh attack rendered it 
neceffary that a muiket, loaded with fmall {hot, fhould be 
difcharged at one of theIn; who being wounded, at the 
diftance of about forty yards, they all betook themfelves 
to flight. -In the laft inftance the fire was extinguifhed 
before it had made any confiderable progrefs; but where 
it had firfr begun it fpread far into the woods. The na
tives being frill in fight, Mr. Cook, to convince thenl that 
they had not yet gotten out of his reach, fired a lllufquet, 
charged with ball, a-breaft of them among the mangroves, 
upon which they quickened their pace, and were foon out 
of view. It was now expected that they would have given 
our navigators no farther trouble; but in a little time their 
voices were heard in the woods, and it was perceived that 
they came nearer and nearer. The Lieutenant, therefore, 
together with Mr. Banks, and three or four more perfons, 
fet out to meet them; and the ref ult of the interview, in 
confequence of the prudent and lenient conduct of our 
Commander and his friends, was a complete reconciliation. 
Soon after the Indians went away, the woods were feen to 
be on fire at the diftance of about two miles. This acci
dent, if it had happened a little fooner, might have pro
duced dreadful effects; for the powder had been but a few 
days on board, and it was not many hours that the flore 
tent, with all the valuable things contained in it, had been 
removed. From the fury with which the grafs would 
burn in this hot climate, and the difficulty of extinguifh
ing the fire, our voyagers determined never to expofe 
themfelves to the like danger, but to clear the ground 
around them, if ever again they fhould be under a necef
iity of pitching their tents in fuch a fituation. 
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In the evening of this day, when every thing was 
gotten on board the fhip, and fhe was nearly ready for 
failing, the mafier returned with the difagreeable account 
that there was no paffage for her to the northward. The 
next morning the Lieutenant himfelf founded and buoyed 
the bar. At this time all the hills for many miles round 
were on fire, and the appearance they affumed at night 
was eminently firiking and fplendid. 

In an excurfion which was made by Mr. Banks, on the 
twenty-third, to gather plants, he found the greateft 
part of the cloth that had been given to the Indians 
lying in a heap together. This, as well as the trinkets 
which were beftowed upon them, they probably regarded 
as ufelefs lumber. Indeed, they feemed to fet little value 
on any thing poffeffed by our people, excepting their 
turtle; and that was a commodity which could not be 
fpared. 

As Lieutenant Cook was prevented by blowing weather 
from attempting to get out to fea, Mr. Banks and Dr~ 
Solander feized another opportunity, on the twenty
fourth, of purfuing their botanical refearches. Having 
traverfed the woods the greater part of the day without 
fuccefs, as they were returning through a deep valley, 
they difcovered lying upon the ground feveral marking 
nuts, the Anacardium orientate. Animated with the hope 
of meeting with the tree that bore them, a tree which 
perhaps no European botanift had ever feen, they fought 
for it with great diligence and labour, but to no purpofe. 
While Mr. Banks was again gleaning the country, on the 
twenty-fixth, to enlarge his treafure of natural hifiory, 
he had the good fortune to take an animal of the Opoffum 
tribe, together with two young oaes. It was a female, 

and, 
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and, though not exaCtly of the fame fpecies, much re
fembled the remarkable animal which Monf. de Buffon 
hath defcribed by the name of pbalang-er. 

On the Inorning of the twenty-ninth, the weather 
becoming calm, and a light bree'ze having fprung up by 
land, Lieutenant Cook fent a boat to fee what water was 
upon the bar, and all things were made ready for putting 
to fea. But, on the return of the boat, the officer re
ported that there were only thirteen feet of water on the 
bar. As the lliip drew thirteen feet fix inches, and the 
fea breeze fet in again in the evening, all hope of failing 
on that day was given up. The weather being more 
moderate on the thirty-firft, the Lieutenant had thoughts 
of trying to warp the veffel out of the harbour; but upon 
going out himfelf in the boat, he found that the wind 
£till blew fo frelli, that it would not be pr:oper to Inake 
the attempt. A difagreeable piece of intelligence occurred 
on the fucceeding day. The carpenter, who had ex
amined the pumps, reported that they were all of them 
in a ftate of decay. One of them was fo rotten, that, 
when hoifted up, it dropped to pieces, and the reft were 
not in a much better condition. The chief confidence, 
therefore, of our navigators was now in the foundnefs 
of the fhip; and it was a happy circumftance that llie 
did not admit more than one inch of water in an hour. 

Early on the third of Auguft, another unfuccefsful 
attempt was made to warp the veff"el out of the harbour: 
but in· the morning of the next day the efforts of our 
voyagers were more profperous, and the Endeavour got 
once more under fail, with a light air from the land, 
which foon died away, and was followed by fea breezes 
from fouth-eaft by fouth. With thefe breezes the lliip 
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ft00d off to fea, eaft by north, having the pinnace a-head, 
which was ordered to keep founding without intermiffion. 
A little before noon the Lieutenant anchored in fifteen 
f~·.- .Jffi water, with a fandy bottom; the reafon 01' ,yhich 
was, that he did not think it fafe to run in an10ng the 
ihoals, till, by taking a view of them from the maft-head, 
at low-water, he might be able to form fOlne judgment 
which way it would be proper. for hiln to fteer. This 
was a matter of nice and arduous determination. As 
vet Mr. Cook was in doubt whether he fhonlcl beat back 
.I 

to the fouth ward, round all the fhoals, or feek a paffage 
to the eaftward or the northward: nor was it poffible to 
fay whether each of thefe courfes might not be attended 
with equal difficulty and danger ',:.'. 

The impartiality and humanity of Lieutenant Cook's 
. conduct: in the diftribution of provifions ought not to pafs 
unnoticed. Whatever turtle or other fifh were caught, 
they were always equally divided among the whole fhip's 
crew, the meaneft perfon on board having the fame fhare 
with the Lieutenant himfelf. He hath juftly obferved, 
that this is a rule which every commander will find it 
his intereft to follow, in any voyage of a fimilar nature. 

Great difficulties occurred in the navigation from the 
Endeavour river. On the fifth of Auguft, the Lieutenant 
had not kept his courfe long, before :ihoals were difcovered 
in every quarter, which obliged him, as night approached, 
to come to an anchor. In the morning of the fixth, there 
was fo ftrong a gale, that our voyagers were prevented 
from weighing. When it was low-water, Mr. Cook, with 
:feveral of his officers, kept a look-out at the maft-head, 

! Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 568-583. 
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to fee if any paff"age could be difcovered between the C HAP. 

ihoals. Nothing, however, was in view excepting break- ~_ 
ers, which extended from the [outh round by the eaft 171C' 

as far as to the north -weft, and reached out to fea, beyond 
the fight of any of the gentlemen. It did not appear that 
thefe breakers were caufed by one continued fuoal, but by 
feveral, which lay detached from each other. On that 
which was farthefr to the eaftward the fea broke very 
high, fo that the Lieutenant was induced to think that it 
was the outermofr fuoal. He was now convinced that 
there was no paff"age to fea, but through the labyrinth 
fonned by thefe fhoals; and, at the fame tilne, he was 
wholly at a 10fs what courfe to freer, when the weather 
ihou1d permit the veffeI to fail. The mafter's opinion was, 
that our navigators fhould beat back the way they came; 
but, as the wind blew flrongly, and almofr without inter-
million, . from that quarter, this would have been an 
endlefs labour: and yet, if a pa{fage could not be found 
to the northward, there was no other alternative. Amidfr 
thefe anxious de1iberations, the gale increafed, and con-· 
tinued, with little remiffion, till the n10rning of the tenth, 10 Augufro 

when, the weather becoming more moderate, our Com-
n1ander weighed, and flood in for the land. He had now 
come to a final determination of feeking a paffage along 
the fhore to the northward .,\\ 

In purfuance of this refolution, the Endeavour pro
ceeded in her courfe, and at noon came between th,e
farthermoft headland that lay in fight, and three ifiands 
which were four or five leagues to the north of it, out at 
fea, Here our navigators thought that they faw a clear 

~. Hawkefworth, ubi fupr;l~ p. 590-594. 
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opening before them, and began to hope that they were 
once more out of danger. Of this hope, however, they 
were foon deprived; on which account the Lieutenant 
gave to the headland the name of CAPE FLATTERY';;\ 
After he had fteered fame time along the ihore, for what 
was believed to be the open channel, the petty officer at 
the maft-head cried aloud that he faw land a-head, which 
extended quite round to the three ifiands, and that be
tween the fbi p and them there was a large reef. Mr. 
Cook upon this ran up the maft-head himfelf, and plainly 
difcerned the reef, which was fo far to the windward 
that it could not be weathered. As to the land which 
the petty officer had fuppofed to be the main, our Com
mander was of opinion that it was only a clufter of fmall 
illands. The mailer and fome others, who went up the 
maft-head after the Lieutenant, were entirely of a dif
ferent opinion. All of them were pofitive that the land 
in fight did not confift of ifiands, but that it was a part 
of the main; and they rendered their report ftill more 
alarming, by adding, that they faw breakers around them 
{)n every fide. In a fituatio~ fa critical and doubtful, 
Mr. Cook thought proper to come to an anchor, under a 
high point, which he immediately afcended, that he 
might have a farther view of the fea and the country. 
The profpeCl: he had from this place, which he called 
POINT LOOK-OUT, clearly confirmed him in his former 
opinion; the juftnefs of which difplay~d one of the nume
rous inftances wherein it was rnanifeft how much he 
exceeded the people about hinl in the fagacity of his 
judgment concerning matters of navigation. 

til Cape Flattery lies in latitude 140 56' fouth, and in longitude 214043' weft. 

The 
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The Lieutenant, being anxious to difcover more 
difiincUy the fituation of the !hoals, and the channel 
between them, determined to vifit the northermoft and 
largeft of the three ifiands before mentioned; which, 
from its· height, and its lying five leagues out to fea, 
was peculiarly adapted to his purpofe. Accordingly, in 
company with Mr. Banks, whofe fortitude and curiofity 
ftimulated him to take a fhare in every undertaking, he 
fet out in the pinnace, on the morning of the eleventh, 
upon this expedition. He fent, at the fame time, the 
mafter in the yawl, to found between the low ifiands and 
the main land. About one o'clock, the gentlemen reached 
the place of their deftination, and immediately, with a 
mixture of hope and fear, proportioned to the importance 
of the bufinefs, and the uncertainty of the event, afcended 
the higheft hill they could find. When the Lieutenant 
took a furvey of the profpeCt around him, he difcovered, 
on the outfide of the iflands, and at the diftance of two 
or three leagues from them, a reef of rocks, upon which 
the fea broke in a dreadful furf, and which extended far
ther than his fight could reach. Hence, however, he 
colleCted that there were no fuoals beyond them; and, 
as he perceived feveral breaks or openings in the reef, 
and deep water between that and the ifiands, he enter
tained hopes of getting without the rocks. But though 
he faw rea[on to indulge, in fome degree, this expectation, 
the hazinefs of the weather prevented him from obtain
ing that fatisfaCtory intelligence which he ardently defired. 
He determined, therefore, by fraying all night upon the 
ifland, to try whether the next day would not afford him 
a more diftinCt and comprehenfive profpea. Accord-
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ingly, the gentlemen took up their lodging under the 
ihelter of a bufh which grew upon the beach. Not many 
hours were devoted by them to fleep; for at three in the 
morning Mr. Cook mounted the hill a fecond time, but 
had the mortification of finding the weather much more 
hazy than it had been on the preceding day. He had 
early fent the pinnace, with one of the mates, to fDund 
between the ifland' and reefs, and to examine what 
appeared to be a channel through them. The mate, 
in confequence of its blowing hard, did not dare to 
venture into the channel, which he reported to be" 
very narrow. N everthelefs, our Commander, who judg
ed from" the defcription of the place that it had been. 
feen to difadvantage, was not difcouraged by this ac
count. 

While the Lieutenant was engaged in his furvey, 
Mr. Banks, always attentive to the great object of 
natural hiftory, colleCted fome plants which he had 
never met with before. No animals were perceived 
upon the place excepting lizards, for which reafon 
the gentlemen gave it the name of LIZARD ISLAND. 

In their return to the ihip, they landed on a low fandy 
ifland that had tre~s upon it, and": which abounded 
with an incredible number of birds, principally fea
fowl. Here they found the neft of an eagle, and the 
neft of fome other bird, of what fpecies they could 
not diftingnifh; but it muft certainly be one of the 
largeft kinds that exifts. This was apparent from the 
enormous fize of the neft, which was built with fticks 
upon the ground, and was no lefs than fix and twenty 
feet in circumference, and two feet eight inches in 

height. 
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height ~\~. The f pot which the gentlemen were now upon, 
they called EAGLE ISLAND. 

When Lieutenant Cook got on board, he entered into 
a very ferious deliberation concerning the courfe he fhould 
purf ue. After confidering what he had feen himfelf, and 
the mafter's report, he was of opinion that by keeping in 
with the main land, he fhould run the rifk of being locked 
in by the great reef, and of being compelled at laft to 
return back in fearch of another paffage. By the delay 
that would hence be occafioned, our navigators would 
almoft certainly be prevented from getting in time to the 
'Eaft Indies, which was a matter of the utmoft importance, 
and indeed of abfolute neceffity; for they had now not 
much more than three months provifion on board, at 
thort allowance. The judgment the Lieutenant had form
ed, together with the faB:s and appearances on which it 
was grounded, he ftated to his officers, by whom it was 
tlnanimoutly agreed, that the beft thing they could do 
would be to quit the coaft entirely, till they could ap
-proach it again with lefs aanger. 
:i' 1n purfuance of lthis refolution, the Endeavour, early 
in the morning of the thirteenth, got under fail, and fuc
cefsfully paffed through one of the channels or openings 
in the outer reef, which Mr. Cook had feen from the 
ifiand. When the fhip. had gotten without the. bre~kers, 
there was no ground within one hundred and fifty fathom, 
and our -people found a large fea rolling in upon thenl 
frOln the fouth-eaft. This was a certain fign that neither 
land nor fhoals were near them in that direction. 

" * In the twentieth volume of the Philofophical Tl,"anfa8:ions, (p. 361.) where there 
is ';-fhort account of New .Holland, ~ bird's nefi is menti~ned) la~ger than that whith 
is defcribed abol/c. ' 
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So happy a change in the fituation of our voyagers was 
fenfibly felt in every breaft, and was vifible in every 
countenance. They had been little lefs than three months 
in a ftate that perpetually threatened them with deftruc
tion. Frequently had they paired their nights at anchor 
within hearing of the furge that broke over the ihoals and 
rocks; and they knew that, if by any accident the anchvrs 
fhould not hold againft an almoft continual tempeft, they 
muft in a few Ininutes inevitably perith. They had failed 
three hundred and fixty leagues, without once, even for a 
mOfllent, having a man out of the chains heaving the 
lead. This was a circumftance which perhaps had never 
happened to any other veffeL But now, our navigators 
found themfelves in an open fea, with deep water; and the 
joy they experienced was proportioned to their late danger; 
and their prefent fecurity. N everthelefs,. the very waves, 
which proved by their fwell that our people had no rocks
or fhoals to fear, convinced them,. at the fame time, that 
they could not put a confidence in the fhip equal to what 
they had done before fhe flruck. So far were her leaks· 
widened by the blows the received from the waves,. that 
fhe ;admitted no lefs than nine inches of water in an hour. 
If the company had not been lately in fo much more 
imminent danger, this fact, confidering the flate of the 
pumps, and the navigation which was frill in view, would 
have been a matter of very ferious concern .. 

The paffage or channel" through which the: Endeavour 
paffed into the open fea beyond the reef, lies in latitude J 40 

32 ' fouth. It may always be known by the. three high iflanos 
within it, to which, on account of the ufe they may be of in. 
guiding the way of future voyagers, our Commander gave: 
the appellation of the ISLANDS OF DIRECTION. -

It 
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It was not a long time that our navigators enjoyed the 
fatisfaction of being free from the alarm of danger. As 
they were purfuing their courfe in the night of the fif
teenth, they founded frequently, but had no bottom with 
one hundred and forty fathom, nor any ground with the 
fame length of line. Neverthelefs,- at four in the morn
ing of the fixteenth, they plainly heard the roaring of 
the furf, and at break of day faw it foaming to a vail: 
height, at not more than the diftance of a mile. The 
waves which rolled in upon the reef carried the veffel 
towards it with great rapidity; and, at the fame time, our 
people could reach no ground with an anchor, and had not 
a breath of wind for the fail. In a fituation fo dreadful, 
there was no refource but in the boats; and, moil: unhap
pily, the pinnace was under repair. By the help, how
ever, of the long-boat and the yawl, which were fent a
head to tow, the {hip's head was got round to the north
ward, a circumftance which might delay, if it could not 
prevent deftruction. This was not effeCted till fix o~c1ock, 
and our voyagers were not then a hundred yards from the 
rock,. upon which the fame billow that wafhed the fide 
of the veifd broke to a trenlendous height the very next 
time it rofe. There was only, therefore, a dreary valley 
between the Engliih and defuuetion; a valley no wider 
than the bafe of one wave, while the fea under them was 
unfathomable. The carpenter, in the mean while, having 
haftily patched up the pinnace, the was hoifted out, and 
fent a-head to' tow, in aid of the other boats. But all thefe 
efforts would have been ineffeetual, if a light air of wind 
had not fprung up, juft at the crifis of our people& fate .. 
It was fo light an air, that at any other time it would not 
have been obferved: but it was fufficient to turn. the fcale 
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in favour of our navigators; and, in conjunction with the . 
affiftance which was afforded by the boats, it gave the fhip 
a perceptible motion obliquely from the reef. The hopes 
of the company now revived: but in le[s than ten mi
nutes a dead calm fucceeded, and the veffel was again 
driven towards the breakers, which were not at the dif
tance of two hundred yards. However, before the ground 
was loft which had already been gained, the fame light 
breeze returned, and lafted ten minutes more. During this 
time, a fmall opening, about a quarter of a mile diftant, 
was di[covered in the reef; upon which, Mr. Cook imme
diately fent one of the mates to examine it, who reported 
that its breadth was not more than the length of the filip, 
but that within it there was fmooth water. This difcovery 
pre[ented the profpeCt of a poffibility of efcape, by pufh
ing the veffel through the opening. Accordingly, the at
tempt was made, but it failed of fucce[s; for when our 
people, by the joint affiftance of their boats and the breeze, 
had reached the opening, they found that it had become 
high-water; and, to their great furprize, they met the 
tide of ebb running out like a mill-ftream. In direCt con
trariety to their expeCtations, fome advantage was gained 
by this event. Though it was impoffible to go through 
the opening, the ftream which prevented the Endeavour 
from doing it, carried her out about a quarter of a mile. . , 
3nd the boats were fo much affifred in towing her, by 
the tide of ebb, that at noon fhe had gained the difrance of 
nearly two miles. However, there was yet too much rea
fon to deipair of deliverance. For even if the breeze; 
which had now died away, had revived, our navigators 
were frill embayed in the reef: and the tide of ebb being 
1pent, the tide of flood, notwithfrandirig their utmoft ef-

forts, 
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forts, drove the fhip back again into her former perilous 
fituation. Happily, about this time, another opening was 
perceived, nearly a mile to the weftward. Our Comman~ 
der immediately fent Mr. Hicks, the firft lieutenant, to 
examine it; and in the mean while the Endeavour ftrug
gled hard with the flood, fometimes gaining and fome
times lofing· ground. During this fevere fervice, every 
man did his duty with as luuch calmnefs and regularity 
as if no danger had been near. At length, Mr. Hicks 
returned with the intelligence that the opening, though 
narrow and hazardous, was capable of being paffed. The 
bare poffibility of pailing it was encouragement fufficient 
to make the attempt; and indeed all danger was lefs to 
be dreaded blour people than that of continuing in their 
prefent fituation. A light breeze having fortunately 
fprung up, this, in conjunction with the aid of the boats, 
and the very tide of flood that would otherwife have been 
their defiruction, enabled them to enter the opening, 
through which they were hurried with amazing rapidity. 
Such was the force of the torrent by which they were 
carried along, that they were kept from driving againft 
either fide of the channel, which in breadth was not lllore 
than a quarter of a mile. While they were fhooting this 
gulph, their foundings were remarkably irregular, vary~ 
ing from thirty to feven fathom, and the ground at bottom 
was foul. 

As foon as our navigators had gotten within the reef, 
they came to an anchor; and their joy was exceedingly 
great at having regained a fituatiol1 which three days be
fore they had quitted with the 1.1tmoft pleafure and tranf
port. Rocks and :ihoals, which are always dangerous to 
the mariner even when they are previoufi y known and 
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marked, are peculiarly dangerous in feas which have 
never been navigated before; and in this part of the globe 
they are more perilous than in any other. Here they con
flft of reefs of coral rock, which rife like a wall almoft 
perpendicularly out of the deep, and are always overflowed 
at high-water. Here, too, the enormous waves of the vaft 
fouthern ocean, meeting with fo abrupt a refiftance, break, 
with inconceivable violence, in a furf which cannot be 
produced by any rocks or ftorms in the northern hemi
fphere. A crazy 1hip, 1hortnefs of provifion, and a want 
of every neceffary, greatly increafed the danger to our pre
fent voyagers of navigating in this ocean. N everthelefs, 
fuch is the ardour of the human mind, and fo flattering 
is the diftin61:ion of a firft difcoverer, that Lieutenant 
Cook and his companions chearfully encountered every 
peril, and fubmitted to every inconvenience. They chofe 
rather to incur the charge of imprudence and temerity, 
than to leave a country ,unexplored which they had dif
covered, or to afford the leaft colour for its being faid, 
that they were deficient in perfeverance and fortitude-:l<. It 
fcarcely needs to be added, that it was the high and mag
nanimous fpirit of our Commander, in particular, which 
infpired his people with fo much refolution and vigour. 

The Lieutenant, having now gotten within the reef, 
determined, whatever might be the confequence, to keep 
the main land on board in his future route to the north
ward. His reafon for this determination was, that, if he 
had gone without the reef again, he might have been 
carried by it fo far from the co aft, as to prevent his being 
able to afcertain whether this country did, or did not, join 

• Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 595-6°7. 
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to New Guinea; a queftion which he had fixed upon 
refolving, from the firft moment that he had come within 
fight of land. To the opening through which the En
deavour had paired, our Commander, with a proper fenfe 
of gratitude to the Supreme Being, gave the name of 
PROVIDENTIAL CHANNEL. In the morning of the feven
teenth, the boats had been fent out, to fee what refrefh
ments could be procured; and returned in the afternoon 
with two hundred and forty pounds of the meat of fhell
fifh, chiefly of cockles. Some of the cockles were as tTIuch 
as two men could move, and contained twenty pounds of 
good meat. Mr. Banks, who had gone out in his little 
boat, accompanied by Dr. Solander, brought back a variety 
of curious ihells, and many fpecies of corals. 

In the profecution of the voyage, our people, on the 
nineteenth, were encompaffed on every fide with r~cks 
and fuoals: but, as they had lately been expofed to much 
greater danger, and thefe objeCts were now become fami
liar, they began to regard them comparatively with little 
concern. On the twenty-firft, there being two points in 
view, between which our navigators could fee no land, 
they conceived hopes of having at laft found a paffage 
into the Indian fea. Mr. Cook, however, that he might be 
able to determine the matter with greater certainty, re
folved to land upon an ifiand which lies at the fouth-eaft 
point of the paffage. Accordingly, he went into the boat, 
with a party of men, accompanied by Mr. Banks and Dr. 
Solander. As they were getting to 1hore, fame of the 
natives feemed inclined to oppofe their landing, but foon 
walked leifurely away. The gentlemen immediately 
climbed the higheft hill, from which no land could be 
feen between the fauth-weft and wefi.-foutp.-weft; fa that 
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the Lieutenant had not the !eaft doubt of finding a chan
nel through which he could pafs to New Guinea. As he 
was now about to quit the coaft of New Holland, which 
he had traced from latitude thirty-eight to this place, and 
which he was certain no European had ever feen before, 
he once more hoifted Eng1iih colours. He had, indeed, 
alread y taken poffeffion of feveral particular parts of the 
country .. But he now took poffeffion of the whole eaftern 
coafi, with all the bays, harbours, rivers, and iflands fituat
ed upon it, from latitude 38° to latitude 10° f' fouth, in 
right of His Majefty King George the Third, and by the 
name of NEW SOUTH WALES. The party then fired 
three vollies of f mall arms, which were anf wered by the 
fame number from the !hip. When the gentlemen had 
performed this ceremony upon the ifland, which they 
called POSSESSION ISLAND, they reimbarked in their boat, 
and, in confequence of a rapid ebb tide, had a very dif:
ficult and tedious return to the veffel. 

On the twenty-third, the wind had come round to the 
fouth-weft; and though it was but a gentle breeze, yet it 
was accompanied by a fwell from the fame quarter, which, 
in conjunction with other circumftances, confirmed Mr. 
Cook in his opinion that he had arrived to the northern 
extremity of N e\'v Holland, and tha.t he had now an open 
fea to the weftward. Thefe circumftances afforded him 
peculiar fatisfaction, not only becau[e the dangers and 
fatigues of the voyage were drawing to a conclufion, but 
becaufe it could no longer be doubted whether· New Hol
land and New Guinea were two feparate iflands. The 
north-eaft entrance of the ftreight lies in the latitude of 
10° 39' fouth, and in the longitude of 2180 36' weft; and. 
the paifage is formed by the main land, and by a conge-

nes 
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ries of ifiands, to the north-weft, called by the Lieutenant 
the PRINCE OF WALES'S ISLANDS, and which may pro
bably extend as far as to New Guinea. Their difference is 
very great both in height and circuit, and many feemed to 
be well covered with herbage and wood: nor was there 
any doubt of their being inhabited. Our Commander 
was perfuaded, that among thefe iilands as good paffages 
might be found as that through which the veffe! came, 
and the accefs to which might be lefs perilous. The de
termination of this matter he would not have left to future 
navigators, if he had been lefs harraffed by danger and 
fatigue, and had poffeffed a fhip in better condition for 
the purpo[e. To the channel through which he paffed, 
he gave the name of ENDEA VOUR STREIGHTS .,ic• 

New Holland, or, as the eaftern part of it was called 
by Lieutenant Cook, New South Wales, is the largeft 
country in the known world which does not bear the 
name of a continent. . The length of coaft along which 
our people failed, when reduced to a ftrait line, was no le[s 
than twenty-feven degrees of latitude, amounting nearly 
to two thoufand miles. In faCt, the [quare furface of the 
ifiand is much more than equal to the whole of Europe. 
For a particular account of the natural and animal pro
ductions of the country, and a minute defcription of its 
inhabitants, we muft refer to the voyage at large. In 
general, we may obferve, with regard to the natives, that 
their number bears no proportion to the extent of their 
territory. So many as thirty of theln had never been feen 
together but once, and that was at Botany Bay. Even 
when they appeared determined to engage the Englifh, 

~ Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 6°7-619. 
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they could not mufter above fourteen or fifteen fighting 
men; and it was manifeft that their fheds and houfes did not 
lie fo clofe together, as to be capable of accommodating a 
larger party. Indeed our navigators faw only the fea
coaft on the eaftern fide; between which and the weftern 
fhore there is an immenfe traCt of land that is wholly un
explored. But it is evident, from the totally uncultivated 
flate of the country which was feen by our people, that 
this immeQfe traCt muft either be altogether defolate, or at 
leafr more thinly inhabited than the parts which were 
vifited. Of traffic the natives had no idea, nor could any 
be communicated to them. The things which were given 
them they received, but did not appear to underftand the 
figns of the Engliih requiring a return. There was no 
reafon to believe that they eat animal food ra~. As they 
have no veifel in which water can be boiled, they either 
broil their meat upon the coals, or bake it in a hole by the 
help of hot frones, agreeably to the cuftom of the inhabi
tants of the South-Sea iflands. Fire is produced by them 
with great facility, and they fpread it in a furprizing man
ner. For producing it they take two pieces of foft wood, 
one of which is a frick about eight or nine inches long, 
while the other piece is fiat. The frick they fhape into 
an obtufe point at one end, and preffing it upon the flat 
wood, turn it nimbly by holding it between both their 
hands. In doing this, they often fhift their hands up, 
and then move them down, with a view of increafing the 
preifure as much as poffible. By this procefs they obtain 
fire in lefs than two minutes, and from the fmalleft fpark 
they carry it to any height or extent with great fpeed and 
dexterity. 

It was not poflible, confidering the limited intercourf~ 
which 
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which our nav"igators had with the natives of New South 
Wales, that much could be learned with regard to their 
language. N everthelefs, as this is an objeCt of no fmall 
curiofity to the learned, and is, indeed, of peculiar im
portance in fearching into the origin of the various na
tions that have been difcovered, Mr. Cook and his friends 
took fome pains to collect fuch a fpecimen of it as might, 
in a certain degree, anf wer the purpofe. Our Commander 
did not quit the country without making fuch obferva
tions, relative to the currents and tides upon the co aft, as, 
while they increafe the general knowledge of navigation, 
may be of fervice to future voyagers. The irregularity 
of the tides is an objeCt worthy of notice>;'. 

From the co aft of New South Wales the Lieutenant 
fteered, on the twenty-third of Auguft, for the co aft of 
New Guinea, and on the twenty-fifth fell upon a dange
rous fuoal. The fhip was in fix fathom, but fcarcely two 
were found, upon founding round her, at the diftance of 
half a cable's length. This fuoal was of fuch an extent, 
reaching from the eaft round by the north and weft to 
the fouth-weft, that there was no method for the veffel 
to get clear of it, but by her going back the way in 
which fue came. Here was another hair's-breadth efcape ; 
for it was nearly high-water, and there ran a fhort cock
ling fea, which if the fhip had ftruck muft very foon have 
bulged her. So dangerous was her fituation, that if her 
direCtion had been half a cable's length more either to 
the right or left, fue muft have ftruck before the fignal 
for the fhoal could have been made. 

It had been Lieutenant Cook's intention to freer north-
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weft till he had made the fouth coaft of New Guinea, 
and it was his purpofe to tbuchupon it, if that could be 
found praCticable. But in confequence of the fhoals he 
met with, he altered his courfe, in the hope of finding a 
clearer channel, and deeper water. His hope was agree
ably verified; for by noon, on the twenty-fixth, the depth 
of water was gradually increafed to feventeen fathom ,;'. 
On the twenty-eighth, our voyagers found the fea to be in. 
ma,ny places covered with a brown fcum, fnch as the fai-
10rs ufually call fpawn. When the Lieutenant firft faw it 
4e was alanl?ed, fearing that the fhip was. again among. 
ihoals; but the depth of w:ater, upon founding, was dif-. 
covered to be equal to what it was in other places. The 
fame appearance had been obferved upon the coafts of 
Brazil and New Holland, in which cafes it was at no great 
diftance from the fhare. Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander ex
amined the fcum, but c0l1ld not determine what it was, 
any farther than as they faw reafon to fuppofe that it 
belonged to the vegetable kingdom. The failors, upon. 
meeting with more of it, gave up the notion of its being 
fpawn, and finding a new nalne for it, called it fea~faw
duft. 

At day-break, on. the third of September, our naviga
tors came in fight of New Guinea, and ftood i~ for it, 
with a frefh gal~~ till nine o'clock, when they brought to, 
being in three fathom water, and within about three or 
four miles of land. Upon this the pinnace was hoifted, 
and the Lieutenant fet off from the fhip with the boat's 
crew, accompanied b.y Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and Mr. 
Baqks's fervants, being in all twelve perfon,s. well armed. 

~ Tbe latitude was now 10°'10' fouth, and the longitude 220° u' weft. 

As 
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of human feet, which could not long have been impreffed II. 

upon the fand. Concluding, therefore, that the natives '~ 
were at no great diftance, and there being a thick wood 
which reached to within a hundred yards of the water, 
the gentlemen thought it neceffary to proceed with cau-
tion, left their retreat to the boat iliould be cut off. When 
they had walked fome' way along the fkirts of the wood, 
they came to a grove of cocoa-nut trees, at the fruit of 
which they looked very wifhfuIly; but not thinking it 
fafe to climb, they were obliged to leave it without tafting 
a £Ingle nut. After they had advanced about a quarter of 
a mile from the boat, three Indians rufhed out of the 
wood with a hideous iliout, and as they ran towards the 
Englifh, the foremoft threw fomething out of his hand, 
which flew on one fide of him, and burned exactly like 
gunpowder, though without making any report. The 
two other natives having at the fame inftant dHcharged 
their arrows, the Lieutenant and his party were under a 
neceffity of firing, firft with fmall iliot, and a fecond time 
with ball. Upon this, the three Indians ran away with 
great agility. As Mr. Cook had no difpofition forcibly to 
invade this country, either to gratify the appetites or the 
curiofity of his people, and was convinced that nothing 
was to ~e done upon friendly terms, he and his compa-
nions returned with all expedition towards their boat. 
'Yhen they were aboard, they rowed abreaft of the na-
tives, who had come down to the ihore in aid of their 
countrymen,' and whofe number now amounted to be-
tween finy and a hundred. Their appearance was Inuch 
the fame as that of the New Hollanders: they nearly re-
fembled them in ftature, and in having their hair iliort 
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and cropped. Like them, alfo, they were abfolutely 
naked; but the colour of their fkin did not feem quite 
fo dark, which, however, might be owing to their being 
lefs dirty. While the Engli!h gentlemen were viewing 
them, they were fhouting defiance, and letting off their 
fires by four or five at a time. Our people could not ima
gine what thefe fires were, or what purpofes they were 
intended to anf wer. Thofe who difcharged them had in 
their hands a filort piece of frick, which they fwung fide
ways from them, and immediately there Hfued fire and 
Huoke, exaCtly refembling thofe of a mufquet, and of as 
:Chort a duration. The men on board the fhip who ob
ferved this furprizing phenomenon, were fo far deceived 
by it as to believe that the Indians had fire-arms. To the 
perfons in the boat it had the appearance of the firing of 
vollies, without a report. 

The place where this tranfaCtion happened lies in the 
latitude of 6° 15' fouth, and is about fixty-five leagues to the 
north-eail: of Port Saint Augufrine, or Walche Caep, and 
is near what is called in the charts C. de la Colta de St. 
Bonaventura. In every part of the coafi:, the. land is 
covered with a vaft luxuriance of wood and herbage. The 
cocoa-nut, the bread-fruit, and the plantain-:-tree, flourifh 
here in the higheft perfeCtion; befides which the country 
abounds with mofr of the trees, ihrubs, a"nd plants, that 
are common to the South Sea ifiands, New Zealand, and 
New Holland >;<. 

Soon after Mr. Cook and his party had returned to the 
filip, our voyagers made fail to\ the weftward, the Lieute
nant having refolved to fpend no more time. upon this 

*' Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 6,0-658. 
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coaft; a refolution which was greatly to the fatisfaction of 
a very confiderable majority of his people. Some of the 
officers indeed were particularly urgent that a number of 
men might be fent ailiore, to cut down the cocoa-nut trees 
for the fake of their fruit. This, however, our Comman
der abfolutely refufed, as equally unjuft and crnel. It was 
morally certain, from the preceding behaviour of the 
nati ves, that if their property had been invaded they 
would have n1ade a vigorous effort to defend it; in which 
cafe the lives of many of them muft have been facrificed ; 
and perhaps, too, feveral of the Englifh would have fallen 
in the conteft. The neceffity of a quarrel with the In
dians would have been regretted by the Lieutenant, even 
if he had been impelled to it by a want of the neceffaries 
of life ; but to engage in it for the tranfient gratification 
that would arife from obtaining two or three hundred 
green cocoa-nuts, appeared in his view highly criminal. 
The fame calan1ity, at leaft with regard to the natives, would 
probably have occurred, if he had fought for any other place 
on the co aft, to the northward and weftward, where the 
fhip might have lain fo near the iliore as to cover his people 
with the guns when they had landed. Befides, there was 
caufe to believe, that, before f uch a place could have 
been found, our navigators would have been·carried fo far 
to the weftward as to be obliged to go to Batavia, on the 
north fide of Java. This, in Mr. Cook's opinion, would 
not have been fo fafe a paft'lge, as that to the fouth of 
J ava, through the ftreights of Sundae Another reafon for 
his making the beft of his way to Batavia, was the leaki ... 
nefs of the veffel, which rendered it doubtful whether it 
would not be neceffary to heave her down when the ar-
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rived at that port. Our Commander's refolution was far
ther con finned by the confideration, that no difcovery 
could be expetled in feas which had already been navi
gated, and where the coaft had been fufficiently defcribed 
both by Spaniih and Dutch geographers, and efpecially by 
the latter. The only 111erit claimed by the Lieutenant, in 
this part of his voyage, was the having eftablifhed it as a 
fatl beyond all controverf y, that New Holland and New 
Guinea are two diftintl countries. 

Without ftaying, therefore, on the coaft of New Guinea, 
the Endeavour, on the fame day, diretled her courfe to the 
weftward, in purfuing which Mr. Cook had an opportu
nity of retlifying the errors of former navigators. Very 
early in the n10rning of the fixth of September, our voy-
agers paffed a flnall ifiand which lay to the north-north .. 
weft; and at day-break they difcovered another low ifland, 
extending from that quarter to north-north-eaft. Upon 
the !aft ifland, which appeared to be of confiderable ex
tent, the Lieutenant would have landed to examine its 
produce, if the wind had not blown fa frefh as to render 
his defign impratlicable. Vnlefs thefe two ifiands belong 
to the Arrou ifiands, they have no place in the charts; 
and if they do belong to the Arrou ifiands, they are laid 
down at too great a diftance from New Guinea ';<. Some 
other land which was feen this day ought, by its diftance 
from New Guinea, to have been part of the Arrou ifiands; 
but if any dependence can be placed on former charts, it 
lies a degree farther to the fouth. 

On the feventh, when the fhip was in latitude gO 30 ' 

• Mr. Cook found the fouth part of them in latitude 7° 6' fouth,and in longitude 
2250 weft. 
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fouth, and longitude 229
0 34 weft, our people ought to 

have been in fight of the Weafel iile.s, which in the charts 
are, laid down at the diftance of twenty or twenty-five 
leagues from the coail: of New Holland. But as our Com
mander faw nothing of them, he concluded that they muft 
have been placed erroneoufl y. N or will this be deelned 
furprizing, when it is confidered that not only thefe 
iflands, but the coaft which bounds this fea, have been ex
plored at different times, and by different perfons, who 
had not all the requifites for keeping accurate journals 
which are now poireired; and whofe various difcoveries 
have been delineated upon charts by others, perhaps at the 
diftance of more than a century after fuch difcoveries had 
been made. 

In purfuing their courfe, our navigators paired the 
iflands of Timor, Timor-lavet, Rotte, and Selnan. While 
they were near the two latter iflands, they obfervec1 about 
ten o'clock at night, on the fixteenth of the month, a pha!
nomenon in the heavens, which in many particulars re
fembled the Aurora Borealis, though in others it was 
very different. It confifted of a dull reddiih light, which 
~eached ,about twenty degrees above the horizon; and 
though its extent, at times, varied much, it never com
prehended lefs than eight or ten points of the con1 pafs. 
Through, and out of the general appearance, there pafTed 
rays of light of a brighter colour, which vaniihed, and 
were renewed nearly in the fame manner as thofe of the 
Aurora Borealis, but entirely without the tremulous or 
.vibratory motion which is feen in that pha!non1enon. The 
body of this light bote fouth-fouth-eaft from the fl1ip, and 
continued, without any diminution of its brightnefs, till 
twelve o'clock, and probably a longer tiu1c, as the gentle-
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men were prevented from obferving it farther, by their re
tiring to fleep. 

By the fixteenth, Lieutenant Cook had gotten clear of 
all the iflands which had then been laid down in the 
n1aps as fituated between Timor and Java, and did not 
expect to meet with any other in that quarter. But the 
next morning an iiland was feen bearing weft-fouth -weft, 
and at firft he believed that he had made a new difcovery. 
As foon as our voyagers had come clofe in with the north 
fide of it, they had the pleafing profpect of houfes and 
cocoa-nut trees, and of what frill more agreeably furprized 
them, numerous flocks of fheep. Many of the people on 
board were at this time in a bad frate of health, and no 
flnall number of them had been diffatisfied with the Lieu
tenant for not having touched at Timor. He readily em
braced, therefore,. the opportunity of landing at a place 
which appeared fo well calculated to fupply the neceflities 
of the company, and to remove both the ficknefs and the 
difcontent which had fpread alTIOng them 'i~. This place 
proved to be the ifland of SAVU, where a fettlement had 
latel y been made by the Dutch. 

The great defign of our Commander was to obtain 
provifions, which,. after fome difficulty, and fome jealoufy 
on the part of Mr. Lange, the Dutch Refident, were pro
cured. Thefe provifions were nine buffaloes, fix iheep, 
three hogs, thirty dozen of fowls, many dozens of eggs, 
fome cocoa-nuts, a few limes, a little garlic, and feveral 
hundred gallons of palm-fyrup. In obtaining thefe re
frefhments at a reafonable price, the Englifh were not a 
little affifted by an old Indian, who appeared to be a per-

! Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 6S9-669' 
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fon of confiderable authority under the king of the coun
try. The Lieutenant and his friends were one day very 
hofpitably entertained by the king himfelf, though the 
royal etiquette did not permit his maJefty to partake of the 
banquet ~\\ 

So little, in general, had the ifiand of Savu been known, 
that Mr. Cook had never feen a map or chart in which it is 
dearly or accurately laid down. The middle of it lies 
in about the latitude of 10

0 35' fouth, and longitude '1,370 

30 ' weft; and" from the ihip it prefented a profpeCt than 
which nothing can be more beautiful. This profpeCt, 
from the verdure and culture of the country, from the 
hills, richly clothed, which rife in a gentle and regular 
afcent, and from the ftatelinefs and beau~y of the trees, is 
delightful to a degree, that can fcarcel-y be conceived by 
the moft lively imagination. With regard to the pro
ductions and natives of the ifland, the account which our 
navigators- were enabled to give of them, and which is 
copious and entertaining, was, in a great meafure, derived 
from the information of Mr. Lange. 

An extraordinary relation is given of the morals of the 
people of this ifland, and which, if true, muft fill every 
virtuous mind with pleafure. Their characters and con
dua are reprefented as. irreproachable, even upon the 
principles of Chriftianity. Though no man is permitted 
to have more than one wife, an illicit commerce between 
the fexes- is fcarcely known among them. Inftances of 
theft are very rare; and fo far are they from revenging a 
fuppofed injury by murder, that when any difference 
arifes between them, they immediately and implicitl y refer 

• Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 675-680. " 
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it to the determination of their king. They will not fo 
much as make it the fubject of private debate, left they 
filould hence be provoked to refentment and ill- will. 
Their delicacy and cleanlinefs are fuited to the purity of 
their morals. From the fpecimen which is given of the 
language of Savu, it appears to have fome affinity with 
that of the South Sea Iflands. Many of the words are 
exactly the fame, and the terms of nunlbers are derived 
from the fatne origin o;~. 

On the twenty-firft of September, our navigators got 
under fail, and having purflled their voyage till the firft 
of October,' on that day they came within fight of the 
ifiand of Java. During their courfe from Savu, Lieute
nant Cook allowed twenty minutes a day for the wefterly 
current, which he concluded muft run ftrong at this time, 
efpecially on the coaft of Java; and accordingly, he found 
that this allowance was exactly equivalent to the effeCt of 
the current upon the fhip. Such was the fagacity of our 
Commander's judgment in whatever related to naviga
tion. 

On the fecond, two Dutch fhips being feen to lie off 
Anger Point, the Lieutenant fent Mr. Hicks on board one 
of them, to enquire news concerning England, from which 
our people had fo long been abfent. Mr. Hicks brought 
back the agreeable intelligence, that the Swallow, com
manded by Captain Carteret, had been at Batavia two 
years before. In the morning of the fifth, a prow came 
along fide of the Endeavour, with a Dutch officer, who 
fent down to Mr. Cook a printed paper in Englifh, dl~pli-

'* Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 687, 688, 694, 695, 697, 702, ,703.-Parkinfon's 
Journal of a voyage ta the South feas, p. 163-169-

cates 
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cates of which he had in other languages. This p~per 
was regularly figned, in the name of the Governor and 
Council of the Indies, by their Secretary, and contained 
nine queftions, very ill expreifed, two of which only the 
Lieutenant thought proper to anfwer. Thefe were what 
regarded the nation and name of his veffel, and whither 
lhe was bound. On the ninth, our voyagers :flood in 
for Batavia road,- where they. found the Harcourt India
man from England, two Englifh private traders, and a 
number of Dutch ihips. Immediately a boat came on 
board the Endeavour, and the officer who commanded 
having enquired who our people were, and whence they 
came, inftantly returned with fuch anfwers as were given 
him. In the mean time, Mr. Cook fent a Lieutenant 
afhore to acquaint the Governor of his arrival, and to 
make an apology for not having faluted; a ceremony he 
had judged better to Olnit; as he could only make ufe of 
three guns, excepting the fwivels, which he was of opi
nion would not be heard. 

It being univerfally agreed that the fhip could not 
fafel y proceed to Europe without an examination of her 
bottom, our Commander determined to apply for leave 
to heave her down at Batavia; and for this purpofe he 
drew up a requeft in writing, which, after he had waited 
firit upon the Governor General; and then upon the COUll-

cil, was readily complied with, and he was told that he 
fhould have every thing he wanted. 

In the evening of the tenth, there was a dreadful itorm 
of thunder, lightning, and rain, during which the tnain
mail: of one of the Dutch Eaft Indiamen was fplit, and 
carried away by the deck; and the main-top-maft, and 
top-gallant-lnaft were ihivered to pieces. The ftroke was 
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probably direCted by an iron fpindle which was at the 
main-top-gallant-maft-head. As this fhip lay very near 
the Endeavour,. {he could fcarcely have avoided fharing 
the :fame fate, had it not been for the conduCting chain, 
which fortunately had been juft gotten np, and which 
conveyed the lightning over the fide of the veffel. But 
though fhe efcaped the lightning, the explofion fhook her 
like an earthquake; and the chain, at the fame time, 
appeared like a line of fire. Mr. Cook has embraced this 
oGcafion of earneftly recommending fimilar chains to every 
ihip; and hath exprefred his hope that all who read his 
narrative will be wanled againft having an iron fpindle at 
the maft-head. 

The Englifh gentlelnen had taken up their lodging 
and boarding at a hotel, or kind of inn, kept by the order 
of Government. Here they met with thofe im pofitions, 
in point of expence and treatment, which are too com
nlon to admit of much furprize. It was not long, however, 
that they fubmitted to ill ufage. By a farther acquaintance 
with the manner of dealing with their hoft, and by fpi
rited remonfirances, they procured a better furnifhed 
table. Mr. Banks, in a few days, hired a fmall houfe for 
himfe1f and his party; and as foon as he was fettled in 
his new habitation, fent for Tupia, who had hitherto 
continued on board on account of ficknefs. vVhen he 
quitted the ihip, and after he came into the boat, he was 
exceedingly lifelefs and dejeCted; but no fooner did he 
enter the town than he appeared to be infpired with 
another foul. A fcene fo entirely new and extraOl:dinary 
filled him with amazement. The houfes, carriages, ftreets, 
people, and a multiplicity of other objeCts, ruihing upon 
him at once, produced an effect fimilar to what is afcribed 

to 
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to enchantment. His boy, Tayeto, expreffed his wonder 
and delight in a frill more rapturous manner. He danced 
along the ftreets in a kind of extacy, examining every 
objeCt with a reftlefs and eager curiofity, which was ex
cited and gratified every moment. Tupia's attention was 
particularly excited by tlie various dreffes of the pailing 
multitude; and when he was informed that at Batavia 
everyone wore the drefs of his own country, he expreffed 
his defire of appearing in the garb of Otaheite. Accord
ingly, South Sea cloth being fent for from the fhip, he 
equipped himfelf with great expetiition and dexterity. 

Lieutenant Cook imagined that at Batavia he fhould 
find it eafy to take up what money he might want for 
repairing and refitting the Endeavour; hut in this he 
was nlifiaken. No private perfon could be found who 
had ability and inclination to furnifh the fum which was 
neceffary. In this exigency, the Lieutenant had recourfe, 
by a written requefi, to the Governor, from whom he 
obtained an order for being fupplied out of the Dutch 
company's treafury. 

When our voyagers had been only nine days at Bata
via, they began to feel the fatal effects of the climate and 
fituation. Tupia, aft;f his firfi flow of fpirits had fub
fided, grew every day worfe and worfe; and Tayeto was 
feized with an inflammation upon his lungs. 1\1r. Banks 
and Dr. Solander were. attacked by fevers, and, in a 1ittle 
time, almoft every perfon, both on bdard and .on fhore, 
was fick. The diftrefs of our people was indeed very 
great, and the prof pea before them difcouraging in the 
higheft degree. Tupia, being defirous of breathing a 
freer air than among the numerous houfes that obftru~ed 
it allioce, had a tent erected fOf him on Cooper's lfiand, 
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to which he was accompanied by Mr. Banks, who aftended 
this poor Indian with the greateft humanity, till he was 
rendered incapable of doing it, by the violent increafe of 
his own diforder. On the fifth of November, Mr. Monk
houfe, the furgeon of the fhip, a fenfible, ikilful man, 
whofe lofs was not a little aggravated by the fituation of the 
Englifh, fell the firft facrifice to this fatal country. Tayeto 
died on the ninth, and Tupia, who loved him with the 
tendernefs of a parent, funk at once after the lofs of the 
boy, and furvived him only a few days. The diforders of 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Solaftder grew to fuch a height, that the 
phyfician declared they had no chance of preferving their 
lives but by removing into the country. Accordingly, a 
houfe was hired for them at the diftance of about two lniles 
from the town; where, in confequence of enjoying a purer 
air, and being better nurfed by t,vo Malayan ,women, 
whom they had bought, they recovered by fio'Y degrees.. 
At ,length, Lieutenant Cook was himfelf· taken ill; and 
out of the whole fhip's cOlnpany, not lnore than ten 
were able to do duty. 

In the midft of thefe difrreffes, our Gommander was 
diligently and vigoroufly attentive to the repair of his 
veRa. When her bottom came to b~ examined, fhe was 
found to be in a worfe condition 'han ha4, been appre
hended. Her falfe keel and nlain keel were ,both of them 
greatly injured; a large quantity 9f the· iheathiugwas 
torn off; and.among feveral planks which were n1uch 
damaged, two of them, and the half of a. third, were fo 
worn for the length of fix feet, that they were not above 

. t 

the eighth part of an inch in thicknefs: an~, here the 
worms had made way quite into the timbers.. ~ In this 
fiate the Endeavour had failed many hund~ed'le<tgues, in 
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a quarter of the globe where navigation is dangerous in 
the higlieft degree. It was happy for our voyagers that 
they were ignorant of their perilous fituation; for it muft 
have deeply affeCted them, to have known that a confider
able part of the bottom of the veffel was thinner than the 
fole of a [hoe, and that all their lives depended upon fo 
flight and fragile a barrier between them and the unfa
thomable ocean. 

The repair of the Endeavour was carried on very much 
to Mr. Cook's fatisfaCtion. In juftice to the Dutch officers 
and workmen, he hath declared that, in his opinion, there 
is nota marine yard in the world, where a fhip can be laid 
with more convenience, fafety, and difpatch, or repaired 
with greater diligence and ikill. He was particularly 
pleafed with the manner of heaving down by two mafts; 
and gives it a decided preference to the n1ethod which had 
hitherto been praCtifed by the Englifh. The Lieutenant 
was not one of thofe on whom the bigotry could be 
charged of 'ldhering to old cuftoms, in oppofition to the 
diCtates of reafon and experience. 

By the eighth of December, the Endeavour was per
feCtly refitted. From that time to the twenty-fourth, our 
people were employe1 in completing her frock of water, 
provifions, and frores," in ereCting fome new pumps, and 
in various other nece:lfary operations. All this bufinefs 
would have been effeCted n1uch fooner, if it had not been 
retarded by the general ficknefs of the me~ 

11:1 the afternoon of the twenty-fourth, our Comnlander 
took leave of the Governor of Batavia, and of feveral other 
gentlemen belonging to the place, with whom he had 
formed conneCtions, and to whom he had been greatl 'f 
obliged for their civilities and affiftance. In the mean 
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while, an accident intervened, which might have been 
attended with difagreeable effeCts. A feaman" who had 
run away from one of the Dutch fhips in the road, entered 
on board the Endeavour. Upon his being reclaimed as a 
fubjeCt of Hoiland, Mr. Cook, who was on ihore, de
clared, that, if the man appeared to be a Dutchman, he' 
ihould certainly be delivered up. When, however,. the 
order was carried to Mr. Hicks, who commanded on 
board, he refufed to furrender the feaman, alleging, that 
he was a fubjeCt of Great Britain, born in Ireland. In 
this conduCt Mr. Hicks aCl:ed in perfeCt conformity to the 
Lieutenant's intention and direCl:ions. The captain of the 
Dutch veffeI, in the next place, by a meffage from, the 
Governor General, demanded the man as a £ubjeCt of Den
mark. To this Mr. Cook replied,. that there muft be fome 
miftake in the General's meffage, fince he would never 
demand of him a Dani1h feaman,. whofe only crime was 
that of preferring the Englifh to the Dutch fervice. At 
the fame time the Lieutenant added, that to thew the 
fincerity of his defire to avoid difputes, if the man was a. 
Dane he ihould be delivered up as a c0urtefy; but that if 
he appeared to be an Englifh fubject, he ihould be kept at 
all events. Soon after, a letteF was brought from Mr. 
Hicks, containing indubitable proofs that the feaman in 
queftion was a fubjeCt of his. Britannic majefty. This 
letter Mr. Cook fent to the Governor, with an affurance to 
his Excellency that he would not part with the man on any 
terms. A conduCt [0 firm and decifive produced the de
fired effect, no more being heard of the affair. 

In the evening of the twenty-fifth, our Commander 
went on board, together with Mr. Banks and the reft of 
the gentlemen who had refided conftantly on fhore. The 
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gentlemen, though confiderably better, were far from 
being perfeCtly recovered. At this time, the fick perfons 
in the ihip amounted to forty, and the reft of the company 
were in a very feeble condition. It was remarkable, that 
every individual had been ill excepting the fail-maker, 
who was an old man between feventy and eighty years of 
age, and who was drunk every day, during the refidence 
of our people at Batavia. Three feamen, and Mr. Green's 
fervant, died, befides the furgeon, Tupia, and Tayeto. 
Tupia did not entirely fall a facrifice to the unwholefome, 
fiagnallt, and putrid air of the country. As he had been 
accuftomed, from his birth, to fubfift chiefly upon vege
table food, and particularly on ripe fruit, he foon con
traCted the diforders which are incident to a fea life, and 
would probably have funk under them, before the voy
age of the Englifh could have been completed, even if 
they had not been obliged to go to Batavia to refit their 
veff"el.,\<. 

Our navigators did not fray at this place without gain
ing an extenfive acquaintance with the produCtions of 
the country, and the manners and cuftoms of the inhabi
tants. The information which was obtained on thefe 
heads is detailed at large in Dr. Hawkefworth's narrative, 
and will be found to conftitute a very valuable addition 
to what was heretofore known upon the fubjeCt. 

On Thurfday the twenty-feventh of December, the 
Endeavour ftood out to fea; and on the fifth of January, 
1771, fhe came to an anchor, under the fouth-eaft fide of 
Prince's ifiand. The defign of this was to obtain a recruit 
of wood and water, and to procure fome refrefilments for 

• Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 704-723-
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the fick, tnany of whom had become much worfe than 
they were when they left Batavia. As foon as the veffel 
was fecured, the Lieutenant, Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solander 
went on iliore, and were conducted, by fome Indians they 
met with, to a perfon who was reprefented to be the king 
of the country. After exchanging a few compliments 
with his majefty, the gentlemen proceeded to bufinefs, but 
could not immediately come to a fettlement with him1)n 
refpeCl:: to the price of turtle. They were more fuccefsful 
in their fearch of a watering-place, having found water 
conveniently fituated, and which they had reafon to be
lieve would prove good. As they ,vere going off, fome of 
the natives fold them three turtle, under a promife that 
the king fhould not be informed of the tranfaCl::ion. 

·On the next day, a traffic was eftablifhed with the 
Indians, upon fuch terms as were offered by the Englifh ; 
fo that by night our people had plenty of turtle. The 
three which had been purchafed the evening before, were 
in the mean time dreffed for the fhip's company, who, 
excepting on the preceding day, had not, for nearly the 
fpace of four months, been once ferved with faIt provi
fions. Mr. Banks, in the evening, paid his refpeCl::s to the 
king at his palace, which was fituated in the middle of a 
rice field. His majefty was bufily employed in dreffing 
his own fupper; but this did not prevent him from receiv
ing his vifitant in a ver}T.- gracious manner. During the 
following days, the commerce with the natives for pro vi
fions was continued; in the courfe of which they brought 
down to the trading place, not only a quantity of turtle, 
but fowls, fiili, monkies, fmall deer, and fome vege
tables. 

On 
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On the evening of the eleventh, when Mr. Cook went 
on !hore to fee how thofe of his people conduC1:ed their 
bufinefs who were employed in wooding and watering, 
he was informed that an axe had been flolen. As it waS 
a matter of confequence to prevent others from being en
~ouraged to commit thefts of the like kind, he refolved 
not to pafs over the offence, but to infifl upon redrefs 
from the king. AccordinglY1 after fome altercation, his 
majefly promifed that the axe !hould be reflored in the 
morning, and the promife was faithfully performed. 

On the fifteenth, our Commander weighed, and flood 
out for rea 'i". Prince's ifland, where he lay about ten 
days, was formerly much frequented by the India !hips of 
many nations, and efpecially thofe of England; but it had 
lately been forfaken, on account of the fuppofed bad-nefs 
of its water. This fuppofition, however, arofe from a 
want of duly examining the brook by which the water is 
fupplied. It is, indeed, brackifh at the lower part of the 
brook, but higher l1p it will be found excellent. The 
Lieutenant, therefore, was clearly of opinion, that Prince's 
ifland is a more eligible place 'for fhips to touch at, than 
either at North Bland or New Bay; from neither of which 
places any confiderable quantity of other refreihments can 
be procured. 

As the Endeavour proceed-ed on her voyage to the Cape 
of Good Hope, the feeds of difeafe, which had been receiv
ed at Batavia, appeared with the moil: threatening fymp
toms, and reduced our navigators to a very luelancho]y 
fituaticm. The ihip' was, in faCt, nothing better than- an 

* Java Head, from whic,h the Lieutenant to<i>k his, departure, lies in latitude 
6° 49' fouth, and in longitude 2530 121 weft. 
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hofpital, in which thofe who could go about were not fuf
ficient for a due attendance upon thofe who were fick. 
Left the water which had been taken in at Prince's Bland 
fuould have had any :{hare in adding to the diforder of the 
men, the Lieutenant ordered it to be purified with lime; 
and as a farther remedy againft infeCtion, he direCted 
all the parts of the veifel between the decks to be wafhed 
with vinegar. The malady had taken too deep root to be 
fpeedilyeradicated. Mr. Banks was reduced fo low by it, 
that for fome time there was no hope of his life; and fo 
fatal was the difeafe to nlany others, that' almoft every 
night a dead body was committed to the fea. There were 
buried, in about the courfe of fix weeks, Mr. Sporing, a 
gentleman who was one of Mr. Banks's affiftants, Mr. 
Parkinfon, his natural hiftory painter, Mr. Green the aftro
nomer >;", the boatfw~in, the carpenter and his mate, Mr. 

Monkhoufe 

• Mr. Charles Green (the youngefl: fon of Mr. Jolhua Green of"Swinton, near 
Rotherham, in Y orkthire, a confiderable farmer, and a freeholder of the county) 
was born in the year 1735. The principal part of his education he derived from his 
elde!l: brother, the Re\·. John Green, late of Denmark Street, Soho.Mr. John 
Green was ma!l:er of a fchool in that place, and, after fome time,-took in his brother 
Charles, as an affi!l:ant teacher. In this fituation, he made fuch a progrefs in a!l:rono_ 
mical knowledge, that, in the latter end of the year 1760, he became affi!l:ant to Dr. 
Bradley, at the Royal Obfervatory, at Greenwich. This was upon the occafion of 
Mr. Charles MaCon's having quitted that office, to go to the Cape of Good Hope, 
for the purpofe of obferving the tranfit of Venus, in 1761. With Dr. Bradley Mr. 
Green remained at the obfervatory, till the Doaor's death, which happened in 1762. 
Upon Mr. Blifs's appointment to the place of A!l:ronomer Royal, Mr. Green con
tinued to be affi!l:ant to that gentleman. As Mr. Blifs's health was very precarious, 
and hisIefidence chiefly at Oxford, the principal care of the obCervations devolved on 
Mr. Green. Indeed, he was fo ufeful to Mr. Blifs, that when, in 1763, in conjunc
tion with Dr. Mafkelyne, he was appointed by the Commiffioners of the -Board of Lon
gitude to go to Barbadoes, to make obfervations for the trial of Mr. HarriCon's 

time· 
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Monkhoufe the rpidfhipman, another midfhipman, the old 
jolly fail-maker and his affifiant, the ihip's cook, the cor
poral of the marines, two of the carpenter's crew, and nine 
feamen. In all, the 10fs amounted, to three and twenty per-

fons, 

time-keeper, it was agreed that a temporary affiftant only Ihould be provided at 
Greenwich, till his return. Accordingly, he remained at the obfervatory till the 
death of Mr. Blifs, in September, 1764, and the appointment of Dr. Mafkelyne, in 
the fpring following. After this, he was employed by a number of gentlemen, who 
had formed a fcheme of bringing water from fome part of the river CoIn, below 
Uxbridge, to Marybone. But Mr. Green having proved, bJ--.this furvey, that there 
would be a deficiency of fall, if the water fhould be taken from the tail of the loweil: 
mill in that il:ream, and objections being raifed, by the proprietors of thofe mills, to 
the water's being taken above them, the defign dropped. Mr. Green's appointment, 
by the Royal Society, to obferve, together with Lieutenant Cook, the tranfit of 
Venus in 1769, having already been related in the courfe of this work, it is fufficient 
to add, that he fell a martyr to the unwholefome air of Batavia; for though he lived 
to quit that place, he <lied twelve days afterwards, of a dyfentery, on the 29th of 

January, 1771. 
Mr. Green was tolerably well verfed in moftbranches of the mathematics, and had 

a tincture of various other fciences. Metaphyfical enquiries were his favourite pur
fuits; and he was more fond of difplaying his knowledge ill this ref pea than was con
ducive to his advantage. Though he loved his friend much, he fometimes fhewed 
that he loved his jell: better, by which he made himfelf enemies. He was a moil: 
excellent obferver. Of this Dr. Malkelyne was fa well convinced, that, though 
they h:!d difagreed at Barbadoes, and were not afterwards on terms of friendlhip, the 
Doctor not only propofed him to the Royal Society, as the moll: proper perf on to ob
fet've the tranfit of Venus, but fupported his interell: with great earnell:nefs, againll: 
fome others of the Society, who wifhed to fend out a different perfon. The obferva
tions of Mr. Green which particularly related to the tranfit of Venus, were printed in 
conjunction with thofe of Lieutenant Cook. His remaining ones, which are pretty 
numerous, are now ,preparing for publication, under the direction of the Commif
fioners of Longitude. Mr. Green was engaged for a time, in concert with Dr. 
Scott, the prefellt Reaor of Simonburn, Mr. Falconer, the author of the Shipwreck, 
and fome other perfons, in writing a du..9:ionary of arts and fciences; but he did not 
continue his affill:ance through more than half the work. Mr. Green, as a reward 
for his going to BarbJdoes, had been appointed purfer of the Aurora frigate, which 
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fons, befides the feven who died at Batavia ,;~. It is pro
bable that thefe calamitous events, which could not fail of 
making a powerful impreffion on the mind of Lieutenant 
Cook, might give occafion to his turning his thoughts 
more zealoufl y to thofe methods of preferving the health 
of feamen, which he afterwards purfued with fuch re
markable fuccefs. 

On Friday the fifteenth of March, the Endeavour arriv
ed off the Cape of Good Hope; and as foon as fhe was 
brought to an anchor, our Commander waited upon the 
Governor, from whom he received affurances that he fhould 
be furnifhed with every fupply which the country could 
afford .. His firfl: care was to provide a proper place for the 
fick, whofe number was not fmall; and a houfe was fpee
dily found,- where it was agreed that they fhould be lodged 
and boarded at the rate of two fhillings a day for each 
perfon. 

The run from Java Head to the Cape of Good Hope did 
not furnifh many fubjeCts of remark that could be of a,ny 
great ufe to future voyagers. Such obfervations, however~ 
as occurred to him the Lieutenant has been careful to re
cord, not being willing to omit the leaft circumitance that 
may contribute to the fafety and facility of navigation. 

The Cape of Good Hope had been fo often defcribed 

was afterwards made choice of to carry Mr. Vanfittart, and the other Supervifors, out 
to India. As Mr. Green was then abfent with'Lieutenant Cook, his old colleague~ 
Mr. Falconer, applied to the Commiffioners of the Navy, for leave to exchange the 
Briftol, to which he belonged, for the Aurora. In confequence of this he was loft 
with her; and, probably, at no great diftance, either of time or fpace, from where the 
body of her quondam purfer, Mr. Green, was committed to the deep. [From the 
information of Mr. Wales.] 

• Hawkefw~rth) ubi furra, p. 767-772, 779-78o~ 
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before our people ftopped there, that even if it had entered 
into my plan to give a particular account of the countries 
vifited by Mr. Cook, and of the Inanners of their inhabi
tants, I fhould have omitted what Dr. Hawkefworth hath re
lated concerning the place. It is fufficient, therefore, to fay, 
that the Lieutenant, having lain at the Cape to recover the 
Hck, to procure ftores, and to refit his veffel, tin the four
teenth of April, then ftood out of the Bay, and proceeded 
in his voyage homeward. In the morning of the twenty
ninth, he croffed his firft meridian, having .circumnavi
gated the globe in the direction from eaft to weft. The 
confequence of this was, that he had loft a day, an allow
ance for which had been made at Batavia. On the firft 
of May he arrived at St. Helena, where he ftaid till the 
fourth to refrefh; during which time Mr. Banks employ
ed himfelf in making the complete circuit of the Bland, 
and in vifiting the places moft worthy of 6bfervation. 

The manner in which fiaves are deicribed as being 
treated in this ifiand muft be mentioned with indignation. 
According to our Commander"s reprefentation, while every 
kind of labour is performed by them, they are not fur
nifhed either with horfes or with any of the various n1a
chines which art has invented to facilitate their tafk. 
Carts might conveniently be ufed in fome parts, and 
where the ground is too fteep for them, 'wheelbarrows 
n1ight be employed to great advantage; and yet there is 
not a wheelbarrow in the whole ifiand. Though every 
thing which is conveyed from place to place is done by 
fIaves alone, they have not the fimple convenience of a 
porter's knot, but carry their burden upon their heads. 
They appeared to be a miferable race, worn out by the 
united operation of exceffive labour and ill ufage; and 
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Mr. Cook was forry to obferve, and to fay, that inftances 
of wanton cruelty were much more frequent among his 
countrymen at St. Helena, than among the Dutch, who 
are p-enerally reproached with want of humanity, both at 

• 0 

Batavia and the Cape of Good Hope ';l~. It is impoffible 
for a feeling n1ind .to avoid ~eing concerned that fuch an 
account fhould be given of the conduct: of any who are 
entitled to the name of Britons. The Lieutenant's re
proof, if juft, hath, it may be hoped, long before this 
reached the place, and produced fame good effect: t. If 
ilavery, that difgrace to religion, to humanity, and, I will 
add, to found policy, rouft frill be continued, every thing 
ought to be done which can tend to foften its. horrors. 

When our Commander departed from St. Helena, on 
the fourth, it was in" company with the Portland man of 
war, and twelve Indiaman. With this fleet he continued 
to fail till the tenth, when perceiving that the Endeavour 
proceeded mnch more heavily than any of the other 
veffels, and that fhe was not likely to get home fa foon 
as the relt, he made a fignal to fpeak with the Portland. 
U pan this Captain Elliot himfelf came on board, and 
Mr. Cook delivered to him the common. log-books of 
his fhip, and the journals of fame of the officers. The 

!II Hawkefworth, ubi fupra, p. 781-'784, 794, 797 .. 
t Near the conclufion of Captain Cook's fecond voyage, there is the- following 

thort note. "In the account given of St. Helena, in the narrative of my former 
" voyage, I find forne mifrakes. Its inhabitants are far from exercifing a wanton 
" cruelty over their flaves; and they have had wheel-carriages and porters knots for 
" many years." [voL ii. p. 270.] This note I infert with pleafure. N everthelefs, I 
cannot think that the Lieutenant could have given fo {hong a reprefentation of 
things, if, at the time in which it was written, it had been wholly without 
foundation. 

Endeavour, 
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Endeavour, however, kept in company with the fleet C HAP. 

till the morning-of the twenty-third, at which time there II. 

,vas not a fingle veffel in fight. On that day died Mr. L 17;7. -' 
Hicks, and in the evening his body was committed to the 23 May, 

fea, with the ufual ceremonies. Mr. Charles Clerke, a 
young man extremely well qualified for the ftation, and 
whofe name will hereafter frequently occur, received an 
order from Mr. Cook to aCt as Lieutenant in Mr. Hicks's. 
1"00n1. 

The rigging and fails of the fhip were now become fo 
bad, that fomething was continually giving way. Never
thelefs, our Commander purfued his cu'urfe in fafe~y; and 
on the tenth of June, land, which proved to be the 10 June. 

Lizard, was difcovered by l'J"icholas Young, the boy who 
had firft feen New Zealand. On the eleventh, the Lieu- II. 

tenant ran up the channel. At fix the next morning he 12. 

paffed Beachy Head; and in the afternoon of the fame 
day he came to an anchor in the Downs, and went on 
fhore at Deal '\'. 

Thus ended Mr. Cook's firft voyage round the world, 
in which he had gone through fo many dangers, explored 
fo many countries, and exhibited the ftrongeft proofs of 
his poffeffing an eminently fagacious and aCtive 111ind; 
a mind that was equal to every perilous enterprize, and to 
the' boldeft and moft fuccefsful efforts of navigation and 
difcovery. 

•. HawkefwQJth, ubi fupra, p. 798, 799. 
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:the Hijlory oj Captain Cook's Life,jrom the End" oj his firjl, to 
the Commencement if his jecond 'Voyag'e round tbe World. 

'T' HE 111anner in which Lieutenant Cook had per-
formed his - circumnavigation of the globe, jutfiy 

entitled him to the protection of Government, and the 
favour of his Sovereign. Accordingly, he was promoted 
to be a Commander in his Majefty's navy, by commif
non bearing date on the twenty-ninth of Auguft, 177 1 ,::. 

Mr. Cook, on this occafion, from a certain confcioufnefs 
or"' his own merit, wifhed to .have been appointed a Poft 
Captain. But the Earl of Sandwich, who was now at the 
head of the Admiralty Board, though he had the greateft 
'regard for our navigator, could not concede to his requeft, 
becaufe a compliance with it would have been inconfiftent 
with the order of the naval fervice. The difference was 
in point of rank only, and not of advantage. A Com
mander has the fame pay as a Pail: Captain, and l..i;:, autho
rity is the fame when he is in actual employment. The 
diftinction is a neceffary ftep in the progrefs to the higher 
honours of the profefiion +. 

It cannot be doubted, but that the Prefident and Council 
of the Royal Society were highly fatisfied with the manner 

• From the books of the Admiralty. 
t Frgm the information of the Right Honourable the Earl of Sandwich. 

in 
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in which the tranfit of Venus had been obferved. Th~ C HAP. 

papers of Mr. Cook and Mr. Green, relative to this fubjeCt, III. 
~ 

were put into the hands of the Aftronomer Royal, to be 
by him .pigefted, and that he might deduce from them 
the important confequences to fcience which refulted from 
the obf~rvation. This was done by him with an accuracy 
and ability becoming his high knowledge and charaCter. 1772. 

On the twenty-firft of May, 1772, Captain Cook commu- 21 May; 

nicated to the Royal Society, in a letter addreffed to Dr. 
Ma1kelyne, an " account of the flowing of the tides in the 
" South Sea, as obferved on board His Majefty's bark, 
" the Endeavour ~;;'." 

The reputation our navigator had acquired by his late 
voyage was defervedly great; and the defire of the public 
to be acquainted with the new fcenes and new objeCts 
which were now brought to light, was ardently excited. 
It is not furprizing, therefore, that different attempts were 
made to fatisfy the general curiofity. There foon ap
peared a publication, entitled, "a Journal of a Voyage 
" round the World." This was the produCtion of fome 
perron who had been upon the expedition; and, though 
his account was dry and imperfeCt, it ferved, in a certain 
degree, to relieve the eagernefs of enquiry. The journal 
of SydJ "-v Parkinfon, draughtfman to Sir Jofeph Banks, 
to whom it belonged by ample purchafe, was likewife 
printed, from a copy furreptitioufly obtained; but an 
injunCtion from the Court of Chancery for fome time 
prevented its appearance. This work, though difhoneftly 
gi ven to the world, was recommended by its plates. But 
it was Dr. Hawkefworth's account of Lieutenant Cook's 

"" Philofophical TranfaClions, vol. lxii. p. 357, 358. 

voyage 
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voyage which completely gratified the public curiofity. 
This account, which was written by authority, was drawn 
up from the journal of the Lieutenant, and the papers 
of Sir J ofeph Banks; and, be fides the merit of the com
pofition, derived an extraordinary advantage from the 
'num ber and excellence of its charts and engravings, which 
were furnifhed at the expence of Government. The large 
price given by the bookfellers for this work, and the 
avidity with which it was read, difplayed, in the· ftrongefi: 
light, the anxiety of the nation to be fully informea in 
every thing that belonged to the late navigation and dif
covenes. 
:.. Captain Cook, during his voyage, had failed over the 
Pacific Ocean in many of thofe latitudes in which a 
fouthern continent had been expected to lie. He had 
afcertained that neither New Zealand nor New Holland 
were parts of fuch a continent. But the general queftion 
concerning its exiftence had not been determined by him, 
nor did he go out for that purpofe, though fonle of the 
reafons on which the notion of it had been adopted were 
difpelled in thecourfe of his navigation. It is well known 
how fondly the idea of a ~erra Aujtralis incognita had 
for nearly two centuries been entertained. Many plaufi
ble philofophical arguments had been urged in its fupport, 
and many facts alleged in its favour. The writer of this 
narrative fully remembers how much his imagination 
was captivated, in the more early part of his life, with 
the hypothefis of a fouthern continent. He has often 
dwelt upon it with rapture, and been highly delighted 
with the authors who contended for its exiilence, and 
difplayed the mighty confequences which would refult 
from its being difcovered. Though his knowledge was 

infinitely 
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infinitely exceeded by that of fome able men who had 
paid a particular attention to the fubjeCt, he did not con1e 
behind then1 in the fanguinenefs of his hopes and expec
tation. Every thing, however, which relates to -fcience 
muft be feparated from fancy, and brought to the teft of 
experiment: and here was an experiment richly deferving 
to be tried. The objeCt, indeed, was of peculiar magni
tude, and worthy to be purfued by a great prince, and a 
great nation. 

Happily, the period was arrived in Britain for the ex
ecution of the moft important fcientific defigns. A regard 
to nlatters of this kind, though [0 honourable to crowned 
heads, had heretofore been too much neglected even by 
fome of the beft of our princes. Our prefent Sovereign 
had already diftinguifhed his reign by his patronage of 
fcience and literature; but the beginnings which had 
hitherto been made were only the pledges of future mu
nificence. With refpeCt to the objetl: now in view, the 
gracious difpofitions of His Majefty were ardently feconded 
by the noble Lord who had been placed at the head of 
the Board of Admiralty. The Earl of Sandwich was pof
feffed of a mind which was capable of conlprehending and 
encouraging the moft enlarged views and fchemes with 
regard to navigation and di[covery. Accordingly, it \\'as 
by his particular recommendation that a refolution wa s 
formed for the appointment of an expedition, finally to 
determine the queftion concerning the exiftence of a 
fouthern continent ';i~. Quiros feems to have been the 

• Mr. Dalrymple had renewed the attention of the public to this objeCl: by his 
hifrorical colleCl:ion, in two volumes, quarto, of the feveral voyages and difcoveries in 

the South Pacific Ocean. The firft volume appeared in 1770, and the fecond in 
1711• 

Bb fi1'ft 



186 

C HAP. 

I II. 
\...-ov-J 

THE LIFE OF 

firft perfon who had any idea that fuch a continent ex
ifted, and he was the firft that was fent out for the fole 
purpofe of afcertaining the faCt. He did not fucceed in 
the atten~ n; and the attempts of various navigators, down 
to the prefent centtlry, were equally unfuccefsfuPc. 

When the defign of accomplifhing this great object 
was refolved upon, it did not admit of any hefitation by 
whom it Was to be carried into execution. No perfon was 
efteemed equally qualified with Captain Cook, for conduCt
ing an enterprize the view of which was to give the utmoft 
pollible extent to the geography of the globe, and the 
knowledge of navigation. For the greater advantage of 
the undertaking, it was determined that two fhips fhould 
be employed; and much attention was paid to the choice 
of them, and to their equipment for the fervice. After 
mature deliberation by the Navy Board, during which par
ticular regard was had to the Captain's wifdom and expe
rience, it was agreed, that no veife1s were fa proper for 
difcoveries in diftant unknown parts, as thofe which were 
conftrutl:.ed like the Endeavour. This opinion concurring 
with that of the Earl of Sandwich, the Admiralty came to 
a refolution, that two fhips ihould be provided of a fimilar
conftrutl:.ion. Accordingly, two veifels, both of which had 
been built at Whitby, by the fame perfon who built the 
Endeavour, were purchafed of Captain William Hammond, 
of Hull. They were a1Jout fourteen or fixteen months 
old at the time when they were bought, and, in Captain. 
Cook's judgment, were as well adapted to the intended 
fervice as if they had been exprefsly conftruCted for that 
purr (;fe. The brgeft of the two, which confifted of fonr 

• IntroduCl:ion to the Voyage towards the South Pole, and round the World, p. xi. 
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hundred and fixty-two tons burthen, was named the Refo
lution. To the other, which was three hundred and thirty
fix tons burthen, was given the name of the Adventure. 
On the twenty-eighth of November, 1771; Captain Cook 
was appointed to the command of the former; and, about 
the fame time, Mr. Tobias Furneaux was promoted to the 
command of the latter. The complement of the Refolu
tion, including officers and luen, was fixed at a hundred 
and twelve perfons; and that of the Adventure, at eighty
one. In the equipment of thefe fhips, every circumftance 
was attended to that could contribute to the comfort and 
fuccefs of the voyage. They were fitted in the moft com
plete manner, and fupplied with every extraordinary arti
cle which was fuggefted to be neceifaryor ufefuI. Lord 
Sandwich, whofe zeal was indefatigable upon this oc·cafion, 
vifited the veifels from time to time, to be aifured that the 
whole equipment was agreeable to his wifhes, and to the 
fatisfaction of thofe who were to engage in the expedition. 
N or were the Navy and Victualling Boards wanting in pro
curing for the fhips the very beft of ftores and provifions, 
with fome alterations in the fpecies of them, that were 
adapted to' the nature of the enterprize; befides which, 
there was an ample fupply of antifcorbutic articles, fuch 
as malt, four krout, faIted cabbage, portable broth, faloup, 
muftard, marmalade of carrots, ~nd infpiifated juice of 
wort and beer. 

No lefs attention was paid to the caufe of fcience in 
general. The Admiralty engaged Mr. William Hodges, 
an excellent landfcape painter, to embark in the voyage, 
in order to make drawings and paintings of fuch objects 
as could not fo well be comprehended from written defcrip
tions. 1\1r. John Reinhold Forfter and his fon were fixed 

B b 2 upon 

C HAP. 
III. 

'------I 
J 77 1. 

28 Nov. 



C HAP. 

III. 

177 1• 

1.8 Nov. 

1772 • 

9 April. 

10 May. 

12 June. 

3 July. 

THE LIFE OF 

upon to explore and collect the natural hiftory of the 
countries which might be vifited, and an ample fum 
was granted by parliament for the purpofe. That no
thing might be wanting to accomplifh the fcientific views 
of the expedition, the Board of Longitude agreed with Mr. 
William Wales and Mr. William Bayley, to make aftrono
micalobfervations. Mr. Wales was ftationed in the Refo
]ution, and Mr. Bayley in the Adventure. By the fame 
Board they were furniilied with the beft of inftruments, 
and particularly with four time-pieces, three conftruCted 
by Mr. Arnold, and one by Mr. Kendal on Mr. Harrifon's 
principles { •. 

Though Captain Cook had been appointed to the com
mand of the Refolution on the twenty-eighth of Novem
ber, 1771, fuch were the preparations neceffary for fo long 
and important a voyage, and the impediments which occa
fionally and unavoidably occurred, that the fhip did not fail 
from Deptford till the ninth of April following, nor did ihe 
leave Long Reach till the tenth of May. In plying down the 
river, it was found neceifary to put into Sheernefs, in order 
to make fome alterations in her upper works. Thefe the 
officers of the yard were directed immediately to take in 
hand; and Lord Sandwich and Sir Hugh Pallifer came 
down to fee them executed in the moft effectual manner. 
The iliip being again completed for -fea by the twenty
fecond of June, Captain Cook on that day failed from 
Sheernefs, and, on the third of July, join_ed the Adventure 
in Plyr[~outh Sound. Lord Sandwich, in his return from 
a vifit to the dock-yards, having met the Refolution on the 
preceding evening, his Lordfhip and Sir Hugh Pallifer 

* General Introduction, ubi fupra, p. xxiii-xxxv. 

gave 
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gave the lail: mark of their great attention to the object of 
the voyage, by coming on board, to aff"ure themfelves that 
every thing was done which was agreeable to our Com
mander's willies, and that his veff"el was equipped entirely 
to his fatisfaCtion. 

At Plymouth Captain Cook received his inftruCtions; 
with regard to which, without entering into a minute de
tail of them, it is fufficient to fay, that he was fent out 
upon the moil: enlarged plan of difcovery that is known in 
the hiftory of navigation. He was inftruCted not only t(} 
circumnavigate the whole globe, but to circumnavigate it 
in high fouthern latitudes, making fuch traverfes, from 
time to time, into every corner of the Pacific Ocean not' 
before examined, as might finally and effeCtually refolve 
the much agitated queftion about the exiftence of a fou
thern continent, in any part of the fouthern hemifphere 
to which accefs could be had by the efforts of the boldeft 
and moft fkilful navigators ';<. 

* Cook's Voyage towards the South Pole, and round the World, p. I, ".-Intro-
QucHon to the Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, p. xix. 
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round the World. 

O N the thirteenth of July, Captain Cook failed from 
Plymouth, and on the twenty-ninth of the fame 

month anchored in Funchiale Road, in the ifiand of Ma
deira. Having obtained a fupply of water, wine, and other 
neceffaries at that ifiand, he left it on the firft of Auguft, 
and failed to the fouthward. As he proceeded in his voy
age, he rnade three puncheons of beer of the infpiffated 
juice of malt; and the liquor produced was very bri:O{. and 
drinkable. The heat of the weather, and the agitation of 
the fhip, had hitherto withftood all the endeavours of our 
people to prevent this juice from being in a high ftate of 
fermentation. If it could be kept fronl fermenting, it 
would be a moft valuable article at fea. 

The Captain having found that his ftock of water would 
not !aft to the Cape of Good Hope, without putting his 
men to a icanty allowance, refolved to ftop at St. Jago, one 
of the Cape de Verd ifiands, for a fupply. At Port Pray a, 
in this ifiand, he anchored on the tenth of Auguft, and by 
the fourteenth had completed his water, and procured 
fome other refrefhments; upon which he fet fail, and pro
fecuted his courfe. He embraced the occafion, which his 
touching at St. Jago afforded him, of giving fuch a delinea
tion and defcription of Port Pray a, aI!C9f the fupplies there 

. i.;,t 
. , to 
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to be obtained, as might be oLlervice to future 
gators. 

navi- C HAP. 

On the twentieth of the month, the rain poured down 
upon our voyagers, not in drops, but in itreams; and the 
wind, at the fame t~me, being variable and rough, the 
people were obliged to attend fo conftantly upon the decks, 
that few of them efcaped being completely [oaked. This 
circumftance is mentioned to fhew the lnethod that was 
taken by Captain Cook to preferve his men from the evil 
confequences of the wet to which they had been expofed. 
He had every thing to fear from the rain, which is a great 
promoter of ficknefs in hot climates. But to guard againft 
this effeCt, he purfued fome hints that had been fuggefted 
to him by Sir Hugh Pallifer and Captain Campbell, and 
took care that the fhip fhould be aired and dried with fires 
made between the decks, and that the damp places of the 
veffel fhould be fmoked; befide which, the people were 
ordered to air their bedding, and to wafh and dry their 
clothes, whenever there was an opportunity. The refult of 
thefe precautions was, that there was not one fick perfon 
on board the Refolution. 

IV. 

'---..--.J 
1772· 

2.0 Aug. 

Captain Cook, on the eighth of September, croffed the 8 Sept, 

line in the longitude of 8° wei1, and proceeded, w-ithout 
meeting any thing remarkable, till the eleventh of OCtober, II OCl:ober. 

when at 6h 
24

m 
12

5

, by Mr. Kendal's watch, the moon rofe 
about four digits eclipfed; foon after which the gentlen1(,fi 
prepared to obferve the end of the eclipfe~ The obfervers 
were, the Captain himfelf, and Mr. Forfter, Mr. Wales, 
Mr. PickerfgiU, Mr. Gilbert, and Mr. Harvey. 

Our. Commander had been informed, before he left 
England, that he·failed at an improper featon of the year, 
and that he fhould meet with much calm weather, near and 

under 



C HAP. 
IV. 
~ 

1772 • 

190aober. 

THE LIFE OF 

under the line. But though fuch weather may happell in 
fome years, it is not always, or even generally, to be ex
pected. So far was it frOln being the cafe with Captain 
Cook, that he had a briik fouth-weft wind in thofe very 
latitudes where the calms had been predicted: nor was he 
expofed to any of the tornadoes, which are fo much fpo
ken of by other navigators. On the twenty-ninth of the 
month, between eight and nine o'clock at night, when our 
voyagers were near the Cape of Good Hope, the whole fea, 
within the compafs of their fight, became at once, as it 
were, illuminated. The Captain had been formerly con
vinced, by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, that fuch appear
ances in the ocean were occafioned by infects. Mr. For
fier, however, feemed difpofed to adopt a different opinion. 
To detennine the queftion, our Commander ordered fome 
buckets of water to be drawn up from along-fide the fhip, 
which were· found full of an innumerable quantity of 
fmall globular infects, about the fize of a common pin's 
head, and quite tranfparent. Though no life was per
ceived ,in theIn, there could be no doubt of their being 
living anilnals, when in their own proper element; and 
Mr. Forfter became now well fatisfied that they were the 
caufe of the fea's illumination .;;~. 

On the thirtieth, the Refolution and Adventure anchor
ed in Table Bay; foon after which Captain Cook went on 
:ihore, and, accompanied by Captain Furneaux, and the 
two Mr. Forfters, waited on Baron Plettenberg, the Gover
nor of the Cape of Good Hope, who received the gentle
men with great politenefs, and promifed them every affift-

• Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. S-J S.-F orfter's Voyage round the World. Vol. I. 
P·54-57· 

ance 
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ance the place could afford. From him our Commander 
learned that two French Ihips from the Mauritius, about 
eight months before, had difcovered land, in the latitude 
of 48° fouth, along which they failed forty miles, till they 
came to a bay, into which they were upon the point of en
tering, when they were driven off and feparated in a hard 
gale of wind. Previoufly to this misfortune, they had loft 
fome of their boats and people, that had been fent to found 
the bay. Captain Cook was alfo informed by Baron Plet
tenberg, that in the month of M3 :'c:h~ two other French 
ihips from the ifland of Mauritius, h~cl touched at the 
Cape in their way to the S01.11_> ~. z;,=ihc Ocean; where they 
were going to make difi..:c \l,:?:"lCS, under the command of 
M. Marion. 

From the healthy condition of the crews both of the 
Refolution and Adventure, it was imagined by the Captain 
that his fray at the Cape would be very fl10rt. But the 
neceffity of waiting till the requifite provifions could be 
prepared and collected, kept him more than three weeks 
at this place; which time was improved by him in order
ing both the fhips to be caulked and painted, and in tak
ing care that, in every refpect, their condition fhould be as 
good as when they left England. 

On the twenty-fecond of November, our COlnmander 
failed from the Cape of Good Hope, and proceeded on his 
voyage, in fearch of a fouthern continent. Having gotten 
clear of the land, he directed his courfe for Cape Circum
cHion; and judging that cold weather would [oon ap
proach, he ordered flops to be ferved to fnch of the people 
as were in want of thenl, and gave to each man the fear
nought jacket and trowfers allowed by the Admiralty. On 
the twenty-ninth, the wind, which was weft-north-weft, in-
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creafed to a ftorm, that continued, with fome few intervals 
of moderate weather, till the fixth of December>}.~. By 
this gale, which was attended with hail and rain, and 
which blew at times with fuch violence that the fhips 
could carry no fails, our voyagers were driven far to the 
eaftward of their intended courfe, and no hopes were left 
to the Captain of reaching Cape Circumcifion. A frill 
greater misfortune was the 10fs of the principal part of 
the live frock on board, confifring of iheep, hogs, and geefe. 
At the fame time, the fudden tranfition from warm, mild 
weather, to weather which was extremely cold and wet, 
,vas fo feverely felt by our people, that is was neceff'ary to 
make fome addition to their allowance of fpirits, by giving 
each of them a dram on particular occafions. 

Our navigators, on the tenth of December, began to 
meet with i:flands of ice +. One of thefe iflands was fo 
much concealed from them by the hazinefs of the wea
ther, accompanied with fnow and' fieet, that they were 
fteering direCtly towards it, and did not fee it till it was at 
a lefs diftance than that of a mile. Captain Cook judged 
it to be about fifty feet high, and half a mile in circuit. 
I t was flat at the top, and its fides rofe in a perpendicular 
direCtion, againft which the fea broke to a great height. 
The weather continuing to be hazy, the Captain, on ac
count of the ice iflands, was obliged to proceed with the 
utmoft caution. Six of them were paff'ed on the twelfth, 
fome of which were nearly two miles in circuit, and fixty 

*' The iliips were now in the latitude of 48041' fouth, and longitude 18024' 
eaft. 

t They were then in the latitude of 500 40' fouth, and longitude 20 0' eall: of the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

feet 
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feet high: neverthelefs, fuch were the force and height of 
the waves, that the fea broke quite over them. Hence was 
exhibited a view that for a few moments was pleafing to 
the eye; but the pleafure was foon fwallowed up. in the 
horror which feized upon the mind, from the profpeCl: of 
danger. For if a fhip fhould be fo unfortunate as to get 
on the weather fide of one of thefe ifiands, fhe would be 
dafhed to pieces in a moment. 

Theveffels, on the fourteenth, were ftopped by an itn
menfe field of low ice, to which no end could be feen, 
either to the eaft, weft, or fouth. In different parts of this 
field, were iflands or hills of ice, like thofe which our voy
agers had found floating in the fea, and twenty of which 
had prefented themfelves to view the day before. Some 
of the people on board inlagined that they faw land over 
the ice, and Captain Cook himfelf at firft entertained the 
fame fentiment. But upon more narrowly examining thefe 
ice hills, and the various appearances they made when 
feen through the haze, he was induced to change his opi
nion. On the eighteenth, though in the morning our 
navigators had been quite imbayed, they were, notwith
fianding, at length enabled to get clear of the field of ice. 
They were, however, at the fame time, carried in among 
the ice iflands, which perpetually fucceeded one another; 
which were almoft equally dangerous; and the avoiding of 
which was a matter of the greateft difficulty. But perilous 
as it is to fail in a thick fog, among thefe floating rocks, as 
our Commander properly called them; this is preferable 
to the being entangled with immcnfe fields of ice under 
the fame circumftances. In this latter cafe the great 
danger to be apprehended, is the geting faft in the 
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ice; a fituation which would be alarming in the higheft 
degree*. 

It had been a generally received opinion, that fuch ice 
as hath now been defcribed, is formed in bays and rivers. 
Agreeably to this fuppofition, our voyagers were led to 
believe that land was not far diftant, and that it lay to the 
fouthward behind the ice. As, therefore, they had failed 
above thirty leagues along the edge of the ice, without: 
finding a paffage to the fouth, Captain Cook determined 
to run thirty or forty leagues to the eaft, and afterwards to 
endeavour to get to the fouthward. If in this attempt he 
met with no land or other impediment, his defign was to 
ftretch behind the ice, and thus to bring the matter to a 
decifion. The weather, at this time, affected the fenfes 
with a feeling of cold much greater than that which was 
pointed out by the thermometer t, fo that the whole crew 
complained. In order the better to enable them to fuftain 
the feverity of the cold, the Captain direCted the fleeves 
of their jackets to be lengthened with baize; and had a 
cap made for each man of the fame fiuff, ftrengthened 
with canvafs. Thefe precautions greatly contributed to 
their comfort and advantage. It is worthy of obfervation, 
that although the weather was as iharp, on the twenty
fifth of December, as might have been expeCted, in the fame 
month of the year, in any part of England, this was the 
middle of [ummer with our navigators. Some of the peo
ple now appearing to have f ymptoms of the fcurvy, frefu 

* Cook, ubi fupra,. p. 15-27- Our people were now in latitude 550 8', and in 
longitude :1.4° t-

t It was from 30 to 34. 

wort 



CAP T A I N JAM ESC 0 0 K. 

Wort was given them every day, prepared, under the direc
tion of the furgeons, from the malt ,vhich had been pro
vided for the purpofe. 

By the twenty-ninth, it became fllfficiently afcertained, 
frOlu the courfe our Commander had purfued, that the 
field of ice, along which the fhips had failed, did not join 
to any land, as had been conjectured ,;:.. At this time, 
Captain Cook came to a refolution, provided he met with 
no impediment, to run as far weft as the n1eridian of Cape 
Circumcifion. While he was profecuting this defign, a 
gale arofe, on the thirty-firft, which brought with it fuch 
a fea as rendered it very dangerous for the veffels to re
main among the ice; and the danger was increafed by 
difcovering an immenfe field to the north, which extended 
farther than the eye could reach. As our voyagers were 
not above two or three miles from this field, and were fur
rounded by loofe ice, there was no time to deliberate. 
They hauled to the fouth; and though they happily got 
clear, it was not till the fhips had received feveral hard 
knocks from the loo[e pieces, which were of the largeft 
kind. On Friday the firft of January, 1773, the gale 
abated; and, on the next day in the afternoon, our peo
ple had the felicity of enjoying the fight of th~ luoon, 
the face of which had been [een by them but once 
fince they had departed frorn the Cape of Good Hope. 
Hence a judgment may be formed of the [art of wea
ther they had been expo[ed to, from the time of their 
leaving that place. The. prefent opportunity was eagerly 

• Our people were now in the latitude of 59° 12', and in longitude 19° I' eafl:; 
which was three more to the weft than when they firft f~l1 in with the field ice. 
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moon :i.~. 
Captain Cook was riow nearly in the fame longitude 

which is affigned to Cape Circumcifion, and about ninety
five leagues to the fouth of the latitude in which it is faid 
to lie. At the fame time, the weather was fo clear, that 
land might have been feen at the diftance of fourteen or 
fifteen leagues. He concluded it, therefore, to be very 
probable, that what Bouvet took for land was nothing but 
tnountains of ice, furrounded by loofe or field ice. Our 
prefent navigators had -naturally been led into a fimilar 
nliftake. The conjeCture, that fuch ice as had lately been 
feen was joined to land, was a very plaufible one, though 
not founded on fact. Upon the whole, there was good 
reafon to believe, that no land was to be met with, under 
this Ineridian, between the latitude of fifty-five and fifty
nine, where fome had been fuppofed to exift. 

Amidft the obftruCtions Captain Cook was expofed to, 
from the ice iflands which perpetually fucceeded each 
other, he derived one advantage from them, and that was, 
a fupply of frefh water. Though the melting and ftowing 
away the ice takes up fome time, and is, indeed, rather 
tedious, this method of watering is otherwife the moil:: 
expeditious our Commander had ever known. The water 
produced was perfectly fweet and well tafted. Upon the 
ice ifiands penguins, albatroffes, and other birds were 
frequently feen. It had hitherto been the received opi
nion, that fuch birds never go far from land, and that the 

.. The longitude deduced from thefe obfervations was 9° 3+' 30" eaft.-The lati. 
tude was 58° 53' 30" fouth. 

fight 



CAP T ~ I N JAM ESC 0 0 K. 

fight of them is .a fure indication of its vicinity. That 
this opinion is not well founded, at leaft where ice iflands 
exift, was now evinced by multiplied experience. 

By Sunday the feventeenth of January, Captain Cook 
reached the latitude of 67° IS' fouth, when he could advance 
no farther. At this time the ice was entirely elofed to the 
fouth, in the whole extent from eaft to weft-fouth-weft, 
without the leaft appearance of any opening. The Cap
tain, therefore, thought it no longer prudent to perfevere 
in failing fouthward; efpecially as the fummer was already 
half fpent, and there was little reafon to hope that it 
would be found praCticable to get round the ice. Having 
taken this refolution, he determined to proceed direCtly in 
fearch of the land which had lately been difcovered by 
the French; and as, in purfuing his purpo{e, the weather 
was clear at intervals, he fpread the fhips a-breaft four 
miles from each other, in order the better to invef
tigate any thing that might lie in their way. On the £lrft 
of February, our voyagers were in the latitude of 48° 30', 
fouth, and in longitude S8° 7' eail:, nearly in the meridian 
of the ifland of St. Mauritius. This was the fituation in 
which the land faid to have been difcovered by the French 
was to be expeCted; but as no figns of it had appeared,. 
our Commander bore away to the eaft. Captain Furneaux, 
on th~ fame day, informed Captain Cook that he had juft 
feen a large float of fea or rock weed, and about it feveral 
of the birds called divers. Thefe were certain figns of the 
vicinity of land, though whether it lay to the eaft or weft 
could not poffibly be known. Our Commander, there-

• 
fore, formed the defign of proceeding jn his prefent lati-
tude four or five degrees of longitude to the weft of the 
m.eridian. he was now·in, and then to pUffue his refearches 
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C HAP. eaftward. The weft and north-weft winds, which had 
IV. continued for forne days, prevented him from carrying 
~ this purpofe into execution. However, he was convinced, 

1773· 
from the perpetual high fea he had lately met with, that 
there could be no great extent of land to the weft. ' 

2 Feb. While Captain Cook, on the next day, was fteering eaft-
ward ';i<, Captain Furneaux told hinl that he thought the 
land was to the north -weft of them; as he had, at one 
time, obferved the fea to be fmooth when the wind blew 
in that direCtion. This obfervation was by no means 'con .. 
formable to the remarks which had been luade by our 
COlnmander himfelf. Neverthelefs, fuch was his readi
nefs to attend to every fuggeftion, that he refolved to dear 
up the point, if the wind would admit of his getting to 
the weft in any reafonable time. The wind, by veering 
to the north, did admit of his purfuing the fearch; and 
the refult of it was, his conviCtion that if any land was 
near, it could only be an ifland of no confiderable extent. 

Captain Cook and his philofophical friends, while they 
were traverfing this part of the fouthern' ocean, paid par
ticular attention to the variation of the compafs, which 
they fo,!nd to be from 27° 50', to 30° 26' weft. Probably 
the mean of the two extremes, viz. 29° 4', was the neareft 
the truth, as it coincided with the variation obferved on 
board the Adventure. One unaccountable circumftance is 
worth y of notice, though it did not now occur for the firft 
time. It is, that when the fun was on the ftarboard of 
the filip, the variation was the leaft; and when on the 
larboard fide, the greateft. 

8. On the eighth, our Commander, in confequence of no 

~ He was now in the latitude of +9° 1 l' fouth. 
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fignals having been anfwered by the Adventure, had rea
fon·to apprehend that a feparation had taken place. After 
waiting two days, during which guns were kept difcharg
ing, and falfe fires were burnt in the night, the fact was 
confirmed; fo that the Refolution was obliged to proceed 

. alone in her voyage. As {he purfued her courfe, penguins 
and other birds, from time to time, appeared in great num
bers ; ,the meeting with which gave our navigators fome 
hopes of finding land, and occafioned various fpeculations 
with regard to its fituation. Experience, however, con
vinced them that no firefs was to be laid on [uch hopes. 
They were fo often. deceived, that they could no longer 
look upon any of the oceanic birds, which frequent high 
latitudes, as furefigns of the vicinity of land. 

In the morning of the feventeenth, between midnight 
and three o'clock, lights were feen in the heavens, fimilar 
to thofe which are known in the northern hemifphere, 
by the nalne of the Aurora Borealis. Captain Cook had 
never heard that an Aurora Auftralis had been feen before. 
The officer of the watch obferved that it fometiInes broke 
out in fpiral rays, ·and in a circular form; at which time 
its light was very firong, and its appearance beautiful. It 
was not perceived to have any particular direCtion. On 
the contrary, at various times, it was confpicuous in dif
ferent parts of the heavens, and diffufed its light through ... 
out the whole atlnofphere. , 

On the twentieth, our navigators imagined that they 
faw land to the fouth-weft. Their conviction of its real 
exiftence was fo firong, that they had no doubt of the 
matter; and accordingly they endeavoured to work up to 
it, in doing which the weather was favourable to their 

. purpofe. However, what had been taken for land proved 
D d . only 
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only to be clouds, that.in the evening entirely difappeared, 
and left· a clear horizon, in which nothing could be' dif ... 
cerned but ice iflands. At. night the Aurora Aufiralis 
was again feen, 'and the appearance it affumed was very 
brilliant and luminous. Itfidl: difcovered itfelf. in" the 
eaft, and in a iliort time fpread over the whole' heavens. 

In the night of the twenty-third,; when'the fb.ip was' 
in latitude 6IQ 51].' fouth, and longitude 95° '1./ eaft, the wea
ther being exceedingly ftormy, thick, and hazy, with fleet 
and fnow, our voyagers were on every fide f urrounded 
with danger. In fuch a fituation, it was natural for 
them to with for day-light: but day-light, when it came, 
ferved only to encreafe their apprehenfions, by exhibit ... 
ing thofe huge mountains of ice to their view, which the 
darknefs had prevented them from feeing. Thefe unfa
vOl~rable circumftances, at fo advanced a; feafon of the 
year, difcouraged Captain Cook fron1 putting in execution 
a refolution he had formed of once more croffing the 
antarctic circle. Accordingly, early in the morning of 
the twenty-fourth, he ftood to the north, with a· very 
hard gale, arid a very high tea, which made great deftruc
tionamong the ice ii1ands. But fo far was this incident 
from being of any advantage to our navigators, that it 
greatly encreafed the number of pieces they had to avoid. 
The large pieces which broke from the ice Hlands, were 
found to be much more danger(}us than the iflands them
felves.of

! \"hi-le the ~latter rofe fo high out of the water, 
that they could generally be feen, unlefs the weather was 

, " r -
very thick and hazy, before our people nearly approached 
rhem, the others c?uld not be- difcerned, in the night, till 
t,hey Were' under the fhip's ·bows.:...:Thefe dangers, how
ever, were now become' fo familiar to the Captain 'and his. 

company, 
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company, that the apprehenfions they caufed were ne
ver of long duration; and a compenfation ,.was, in fome 
degree, made for them, hy .. the' feafonable fupplies of 
frefh water which the ice ifiands afforded, and by their 
very romantic appearance. The foaming and dafhing of 
the waves into the curious holes and caverns which 
were formed in many of them, greatly heightened the 
fcene; and the whole expibited a view that at once 
filled the mind with admiration and horror, and could 
only be defcribed by the hand of an able painter. 

In failing from the twenty-fifth to the twenty-eighth, 
the wind was accompanied with a large hollow fea, which 
rendered Captain Cook certain that no land, of any con
fiderable extent, could lie within a hundred or a hun
dred and fifty leagues from eaft to fouth-weft. Though 
this w.as ftill the fummer feafon in that part of the 
world, and the weather was becOlne fomewhat warmer 
than it had been before, yet fuch were the effects of 
the cold, that a fow having farrowed nine pigs in the 
morning, all of t.hem, notwithftanding the utmoft care 
to prevent it, were killed before four o'clock in the 
afternoon. From the fame caufe, the Captain himfelf 
and feveral' of his people had their fingers and toes 
chilblained. For fome days afterward, the cold confider
abl y abated; but frill it could not be faid that there 
was 'fummer weather, according to our Comlnander's 
ideas of fummer in the noithern hemifphere as far as 
fixty degrees of latitude, which was nearly as far as he 
had then been. 

As he proceeded on his voyage, from the twenty
ei.ghth 'of .February to the eleventh of 'March, . he had 
ample reafon to conclude, from· the fwell of the :tea 
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and other circumftances, that there could be no land to 
the fauth, but what muft lie at a great diftance. 

The weather having been clear on the thirteenth and I 

fourteenth,. Mr. Wales had an opportunity of getting fDine 
obfervations of the fun and moon; the refults of which,.. 
reduced to noon, when the latitude was 580 22' fouth, gave 
1360 22' eaft longitude. Mr. Kendal's and Mr. Arnold's 
watches gave each of them 134° 42'; and this was the firft· 
and only time in which they had pointed out the tame' 
longitude fince the fhips had departed from England.- The' 
greateft difference, however, between them, fince our voy-
agers had left the Cape, had not much exceeded tW()J 
degrees. 

From the moderate, and what might almoft be called' 
pleafant weather, which hadoccu£red for two or' three 
days, Captain Cook began to willi that he had' been' a few 
degrees- of latitude farther fouth; and he was even tempted 
to incline his courfe that way. But -he foon met with 
-weather which convinced him that he had proceeded fun 
far enough; and that the time was approaching when 
thefe feas could not be navigated without enduring intenfe 
cold. As he advanced in his courfe, he became perfectly: 
affured, from repeated proofs, that he· had left no land 
behind him in the direction of weft-fouth-weft;: and that 
no land lay to the fouth on this fide fixty degrees of tati
tude. He came, therefore, to a refolution, on the feven
teenth ;;~, to quit the high fouthern latitudes, and to pro':' 
ceed to New Zealand,. with a view of looking for the 
Adventute, and, of refreihing his people .. He had, alfo, 

• The Refolution was now in latitude 59° 7' fouth, and longitude 146° 51 
eaft. 
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forne thoughts, and even a defire of vifiting the eaft coaft 
of Van Diemen's Land, in order to fatisfy himfelf whether 
it joined the coaft of New South Wales. The wind, how-. 
ever, not permitting him to execute_this part of his defign, 
he fhaped his courfe for New Zealand, in fight of which 
he arrived on the twenty-fifth, and where he came to 
anchor on the day following, in Dufky Bay. He had now 
been a hundred and feventeen days at fea, during which 
time he had failed three thoufand fix hundred and fixty 
leagues, without having once come within fight of land. 

After f-o long a voyage, in a high fouthern latitude, 
it might reafonably have been expeCted that many of 
Captain Cook's people would be ill of the fcurvy. This, 
however, was not the cafe. So falutary were the efFeCts- of 
the fweet wort, and feveral articles of provifion, and efpe
t::ially of the frequent airing and fweetening of the fhip,. 
that there was only one man on board who could be faid 
to be much affliCted with the difeafe; and even in that 
man, it 'was chiefly occafioned by a bad habit of body, and 
a complication of other diforders ~;~. 

As our Commander did not like the place in which he' 
had anchored, he fent Lieutenant Pickerfgill over to the 
fouth .. eaft fide of the bay, in fearch of a better; and the 
Lieutenant fuc.ceeded in finding a. harbour that was in 
every refpeCl: defirable. In the nlean while, the fifhing
boat was very fuccefsful; returning with fifh fufficient for 
the whole crew's· fupper; and in the morning of the· next 
day, as many were caught as ferved for dinner. Hence 
were derived certain, hopes of being plentifully fupplied 
with this article. Nor did. the fhores and woods appear 

• Cpok's Voy~ge, ubi fupra, p. ,,8-68. 
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lees deftitute of wild-fowl; fo that our people had the prof .. 
pea of enjoying, with eafe, what, in their fituation, might 
be called the luxuries of life. Thefe agreeable circumfran ... 
ces determined Captain Cook to fray forne time in the bay, 
in order to examine it thoroughly; as no one had ever land-; 
ed before on any of the fouthern parts of New Zealand. 

On the twenty-feventh, the fhip entered PICKERSGILL 

HARBOUR; for fo it was called, from the name of the 
gentleman by whom it had :urft been difcovered. Here 
wood, for fuel and other purpofes, w~s immediately at 
hand; and a fine frream of frefh-water Was not above a 
hundred yards from the frern of the veR"el. Our voy
agers, being thus advantageoufly fituated, began vigo
rouily to prepare for their neceffary occupations, by clear
ing places in the woods, in order to fet up the afrronomer's 
obfervatory, and the forge for the iron work, and to erect 
tents for the f<l:il-lnakers and coopers. They applied 
themfelves, alfo, to the brewing of beer from the branches 
or leaves of a tree which greatly refembled the American 
black fpruce. Captain Cook was perfuaded, from the 
knowledge which he had of this tree, and from the fimi
larity it bore to the fpruce, that, with the addition of infpif
fated juice of wort and melaffes, it would make a very 
wholefome liquor, and fupply the want of vegetables, of 
which the country was deftitute. It appeared, by the 
event, that he was not miftakten in his judgment. 

Several of the natives were feen on the twenty-eighth, 
who took little notice of the Englifh, and were very fhy 
of accefs; and the Captain did not choofe to force an 
intercourfe with them, as he had been infrruCl:ed, by 
former experience, that the beft method of obtaining it 
was to leave the time and place to thernfelves. While 

our 
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our Commander continued in his prefent fituation, he C HAP. 

took every opportuility of examining the bay. As he was ~ 
profecuting his furvey of it, on the fixth· of April, his 1773. 

attention was directed to the north fide, where he difco- 6 April. 

vered a fine capacious cove, in the bottom of which is a 
frefh-water river. On the weft fide are feveral beautiful 
cafcades; and the fhores are fo fteep, that water might 
directly be conveyed from them into the fhip. Four-
teen ducks, befides other birds, having been fhot in 
this place, he gave it the name of DUCK COVE. When 
he' was' returning in' the evening, he met with three of 
the natives, one man and two women, whofe fears he foon 
diffipated, and whom he engaged in a converfation, that 
was little underftood on a!other fide. The youngeft of the 
WODlen had a volubility of tongue that could not be ex
ceeded; and fhe entertained Captain Cook, and the gen-
tlemen who accompanied him, with a dance. 

By degrees, our Commander obtained the good-will 
and confidence of the Indians. His prefents, however, 
were at firft received \vith ll1uch indifference, hatchets 
and fpike-nails excepted. At a vifit, on th.e twelfth, from 
a family of the natives, the C2:.ptain, perceiving that 
they approached the fhip with great caution, met them 
in a boat, which he quitted \vhen he came near them, 
and went into their canoe. After all, he could not prevail 
upon them to go on board the Refolntion; but at length 
they put on fhore in a little creek, and feating themfelves 
abreaft of the Englifh veffe1, entered into familiar conver-
fation with feveral of the officers and feamen; in which 
they paid, a much greater regard \ to fome, whom they 
probably miftook for females, than to others. So well, 
indeed, were they now reconciled to our voyagers, that 

they 
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they took up their quarters nearly within the diftance of 
a hundred yards from the £hip's watering-place. Captain 
Cook, in his interview with them, had caufed the bag
pipes and fife to play, and the drum to beat. The two 
former they heard with apparent infenfibility; but the 
btter excited in them a certain degree of attention. 

On the eighteenth, a Chief, with whom fame connec .. 
tions had already been formed, was induced, together with 
his daughter, to COlne on board the Refolution. Previouf1y 
to his doing it, he prefented the Captain with a piece of 
doth and a green talk hatchet. He gave alfo a piece" of 
doth to Mr. Forfter; and the girl gave another to Mr. 
Hodges. Though this cuftOlll of Inaking prefents, before 
any are received, is common with the natives of the South 
Sea HIes, our Commander had never till now feen it prac .. 
tifed in New Zealand. Another thing performed by the 
Chief before he went on board, was the taking of a fmall 
green branch in his hand, with which he ftruck the !hip's 
fide feveral times, repeating a fpeech or prayer. This 
manner, as it were, of n1aking peace is likewife prevalent 
among all the nations of the South Seas. When the 
Chief was carried into the cabin, he viewed every part of 
it with fome degree of furprize; but it was not poffible 
to fix his attention to anyone object for a fingle ffiOlnent. 
The works of art appeared to him in the fame light as 
thofe of nature, and were equally diftant from his powers 
of comprehenfion. He and his daughter feemed to be 
the moft ftruck with the number of the decks, and 'other 
parts of the ihip. 

As Captain Cook proceeded in examining Du1ky Bay, 
he occafionally met with fame few more of the natives 
with regard to whom he u[ed every mode of conciliation: 

On 
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On the twentieth, the Chief and his family, who had been 
more intimate with our navigators than any of the reft 
of the Indians, went away, and never returned again. 
This was the more extraordinary, as in all his vifits he 
had been gratified with prefents. FrOlTI different perfons, 
he had gotten nine or ten hatchets, and three or four times 
that number of large fpike-nails, befides a variety of other 
articles. So far as thefe things nlight be deemed riches i!J 

New" Zealand, he was undoubtedly beCOll1e by far the luoft 
,vealth y luan in the whole country. 

One employment of our voyagers, while in Dufky 
Bay, confifted in feal-hunting, an animal which w~s found 
ferviceable for three purpofes. The :£kins we.re l21ade ufe of 
for rigging, the fat afforded oil for the lanlps, and the flefh 
w'aS eaten. On the twenty-fourth, the Captain, having 
fi. ve geefe remaining of thofe he had brought with him 
from the Cape of Good Hope, went and left them at a 
place to which he gave the name of GOOSE COVE. This 
place he fixed upon for two reafons; firft, becaufe there 
were no inhabitants to difturb them; and fecondl y, be
caufe here was the greateft fupply of proper food; fo that 
he had no doubt of their breeding, and hoped that in 
time they might fpread over the whole country, to its 
eminent advantage. Some days afterward, when every 
thing belonging to the fhip had been removed from the 
ihore, he fet fire to the topwood, in order to dry a piece 
of ground, which he dug up, and fowed with feveral 
forts of garden feeds. The foil, indeed, was not fnch as 
to promife 1uuch fuccefs to the planter; but it was the beft 
that could be difcovered .. 

The twenty-fifth of April was the eighth fair day our 
.people had fucceffively enjoyed; and there was reafon to 

Ee b~ere 

209 

C HAP. 
IV. 
~ 

1773· 

24 April. 



210 

C HAP. 

IV. 
'--v--J 

1773· 

THE LIFE OF 

believe that fuch a circumftance was very uncommon in 
the place where they now lay, and at that feafon of the 
year. This favourable weather afforded thenl the oppor
tunityof more fpeedily conlpleting their wood and water, 
and of putting the fhip into a condition for fea. On the 
evening of the twenty-fifth, it began to rain; and the 
weather was afterward extremely variable, being, at times, 
in a high degree wet, cold, and ftormy. Nothing, how
ever, prevented Captain Cook from profecuting, with his 
ufual fagacity and diligence, his fearch into every part of 
Dufk.y Bay; and, as there are few places in New Zealand 
where neceffary refrefhments may be fo plentifully ob
tained as in this bay, he hath taken care to give f uch a 
defcription of it, and of the adja~ent country, as may be 
of fervice to fucceeding navigators. Although this coun
try lies far remote from what is now the trading part of 
the world, yet, as he juftly obferves, we can by no nleans 
tell what ufe future ages may derive from the difcoveries 
made in the prefent. 

The various anchoring places are delineated on our 
Commander~s chart, and the moft convenient of them he 
has particularly defcribed. Not only -about Dufk.y Bay~ 
but through all the fouthern part of the weftern coaft of 
Tavai-poenammoo, the country is exceedingly mountain
ous. A profpeCl: more rude and craggy is rarely to be 
met with; for inland there are only to be feen the fum
mits of mountains of a tremendous height, and confifting 
of rocks that are totally barren and naked, excepting 
where they are covered with fnow. But the land which 
borders on the fea co aft is thickly clothed with wood, 
almoft down to the w,ater's edge; and this is the cafe with 
regard to all the adjoining iflands. The trees are of va-

nous 
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rious kinds, and are fit for almoft every poffible ufe. C HAP. 

Excepting in the river Thames, Captain Cook had not 'IV. 
~ 

found finer tinlber in all New Zealand; the moft confide- 1773. 
rable fpecies of which is the fpruce-tree; for that name 
he had given it from the fimilarity of its foliage to the 
American f pruce, though the wood is more ponderous, 
and bears a greater refenlblance to the pitch pine. Many 
of thefe trees are fo large, that they would be able to 
furnifh main-nlafts for fifty gun fhips. Anlidft the va-
riety of aromatic trees and fhrubs which this part of New 
Zealand produced, there were none which bore fruit fit 
to be eaten. But for a farther account of the foils, vege-
table productions, and animals of tht( co aft, I nluft refer to 
the Captain's own narrative; only taking notice, that the 
country was not found fo deftitute of quadrupeds as was 
formerly imagined. 

As Dufky Bay prefented many advantages to our na
vigators, fo it was attended with fome difagreeable circum
fiances. There were great numbers of fmall black fand 
flies, which were troublefome to a degree that our Com
mander had never experienced before. Another evil arofe 
from the continual quantity of rain that occurred in the 
bay. This Inight, indeed, in part proceed from the feafon 
of the year: but it is probable that the country muft at 
all times be fubjeCt to much wet weather, in confequence 
of the vaft height, and vicinity of the mountains. It was 
remarkable that the rain, though our people were perpe
tually expofed to it, was not produClive of any evil con
fequences. On the contrary, fuch of the men as were 
fick and complaining when they entered the bay, reco
vered daily, and the whole crew foon became ftrong and 
vigorous. So happy a circumftance could only be attri-
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buted to the healthinefs of the place, and the frefh pro
vifions it afforded; among which, the beer was a very 
material article. 

The inhabitants of Dufky Bay are of the fame race 
with the other natives of New Zealand, fpeak the fame 
language, and adhere nearly to the fame cufroms. Their 
mode of life appears to be a wandering one; and though 
they are few in number, no traces were remarked of their 
families being conneCted together in any clofe bonds of 
union or friendfhip. 

While the Refolution lay in the bay, Mr. Wales made 
a variety of fcientific obfervations, relative to latitude and 
longitude ';:;, the variation of the compafs, and the diverfi.
ties of the tides; a fhort account of which Captain Cook 
has given in his voyage, for the infrruCtion and- benefit of 
the public t. 

When Captain Cook left Duiky Bay, he directed his 
courfe for Queen Charlotte's Sound, where he expeCted 
to find the Adventure. This Was on the eleventh of May, 
and nothing remarkable occurred till the feventeenth, 
when the wind at once flattened to a calm, the fky became 
fuddenly obfcured by dark denfe clouds, and there was 
every prognoftication of a tempeft. Soon after,. fix water
fpouts were feen, four of which rofe and {pent themfelves 
between the ihip and the land; the fifth was at a confide
rable difrance on the other fide of the veffel; and the fixth, 
the progreffive motion of which was not in a ftraight, but 
in a crooked line, palled within fifty yards of the ftern of 

* The latitude of Mr. Wales's obrervatory at Pickerfgill harbour was 45.0 47' 
2.6/1 ~ fouth; and its longitude 1660 18' eaft. 

t Cook, ubi {upra, p. 69-102. 
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the Refolution, without producing any evil effect. As the C HAP. 

Captain had been informed that the firing of a gun would IV. 
~ 

diffipate water-fpouts, he was forry that he had not tried 1773. 
the experiment. But, though he was near enough, and 
had a gun ready for "the purpofe, his mind was fo deeply 
engaged in viewing thefe extraordinary meteors, that he 
forgot to give the neceifary directions. 

On the next day, the Refolution came within fight 18 May. 

of Queen Charlotte's Sound, where Captain Cook had 
the fatisfaCtion of difcovering the Adventure; and both 
:ihips felt uncommon joy at thus meeting again, after an 
abfence of fourteen weeks. As the events which hap-
pened to Captain Fllrneaux, during the feparation of the 
two veifels, do not fall within the immediate defign of the 
prefent narrative, it may be fufficient to obferve, that he 
had an opportunity of examining, with fomewhat more 
accuracy than had hitherto been done, Van Diemen's 
Land; and his opinion was, that there are no ftraights 
between this land and New Holland, but a very deep bay. 
He met, likewife, with farther proofs that the natives of 
New Zealand are eaters of human fiefh ,;\ 

The morning after Captain Cook's arrival in Queen 
Charlotte's Sound, he went himfelf, at day-break, to look 
for fcurvy-grafs, celery, and other vegetables; and he had 
the good fortune to return with a boat-load, in a very 
iliort fpace of time. Having found that a fufficient quan
tity of thefe articles might be obtained for the crews of 
both the fhips, he gave orders that they fhould be boiled; 
with wheat and portable broth, every day for breakfaH:;" 
and with peafe and broth for dinner. Experience had: 

"* Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 103, lOS, lIS, IIS, 120. 
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taught him that the vegetables now mentioned, when 
thus dreffed, are extremely beneficial to feamen, in remov
ing the various fcorbutic complaints to which they are 
fubjeCt. 

Our Commander had entertained a defire of vifiting 
Van Diemen's Land, in order to inform hin1felf whether 
it made a part of New Holland. But as this point had 
been, in a great n1eafure, cleared up by Captain Furneaux, 
he came to a refolution to continue his refearches to the 
eafi, between the latitudes of 41° and 46°; and he directed 
'accordingly, that the fhips fhould be gotten ready for put
ting to fea as foon as poffible. On the twentieth, he fent 
on fhore the only ewe and ram that remained of thofe 
which, with the intention of leaving them in this country, 
he had brought from the Cape of Good Hope. Soon after 
he vifited feveral gardens, that by order of Captain Fur
neaux had been made and planted with various articles; 
all of which were in fnch a flourifhing flate that, if duly 
attended to, they promifecl to be of great utility to the 
natives. The next day, Captain Cook himfelf fet fome 
Inen to work to form a garden on Long Ifiand, which he 
ftocked with different feeds, and particularly with the 
roots of turnips, carrots, parfnips, and potatoes. Thefe 
were the vegetables that would be of the mofl real ufe 
to the Indians, and of thefe it was eafy to give then1 an 
idea, by comparing them with fuch roots as they them
felves knew. On the twenty-fecond', Captain Cook receiv
ed the unpleafant intelligence that the ewe and ram, 
which with fo much care and trouble he had brought to 
this place, were both of thein found dead. It was fup
pofed that they had eaten fome poifonous plant; and by 

this 
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this accident all the Captain's hopes of ftocking New Zea
land with a breed of fueep were inftantly blafted. 

The intercourfe which our great navigator had with 
the inhabitants of the country, during this his fecond 
vifit to Queen Charlotte's Sound, was of a friendly nature. 
Two or three families took up their abode near the fhips, 
and employed themfelves daily in fifiling, and in fupply
ing the Englifil with the fruits of their labour . No fmall 
advantage hence accrued to our people, who were by no 
means fuch expert fifuers as the natives, nor were any of 
our methods of fifiling equal to theirs. Thus in almoil: 
every il:ate of fociety particular arts of life are carried to 
perfection; and tht:re is fomething which the moil: po
lifhed nations may learn from the moil: barbarous. 

On the fecond of June, when the Refolution and Adven .. 
ture were almoil: ready to put to fea, Captain Cook fent 
on £hare, on the eaft fide of the found, two goats, a male 
and a female; and Captain Furneaux left, near Cannibal 
Cove, a boar and two breeding fows. The gentlemen had 
little doubt but that the country would, in time, be ftocked 
with thefe animals, provided they were not deftroyed by 
the Indians before they became wild. Afterwards there 
would be no danger; and as the natives knew nothing of 
their being left behind, it was hoped that it might be fome 
time before they would be difcovered. 

It is remarkable that, during Captain Cook's fecond 
vifit to Charlotte Sound, he was not able to recollect the 
face of anyone perf on whom he had feen there three· 
years before. Nor did it once appear, that even a fingle 
Indian had the leaft knowledge of our COl1unander, or of 
any of our people who had been with him in his lail: 
voyage. Hence he thought it highly probable, that the 
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greateft part of the natives who inhabited this found in 
the beginning of the year 1770, had either fince been 
driven out of it, or had removed, of their own accord, to 
fome other fituation. Not one third of the inhabitants 
were there now, that had been feen at that time. Their 
fhong hold on the Point of Motuara was deferted, and in 
every part of the found many forfaken habitations were 
difcovered. In the Captain's opinion, there was not any 
reafon to believe that the place had ever been very popu
lous. From comparing the two voyages together, it may 
be collected, that the Indians of Eahei-nomauwe are in 
fomewhat of a more improved ftate of fociety than thofe 
Df Tavai-poenammoo. 

Part of the fourth of June was employed by Captain 
Cook in vifiting a Chief and a whole tribe of the natives, 
confining of between ninety and a hundred perfons, in
cluding men, women, and children. After the Captain 
had difrributed fome prefents among thefe people, and 
fhewn to the Chief the gardens which had been made, he 
returned on board, and fpent the remainder of the day in 
the celebration of his Royal Mafter's nativity. Captain 
Furneaux and all his officers were invited upon the occa
fion; and the feamen were enabled, by a double allow
ance, to partake of the general joy. 

As fome might think it an extraordinary ftep in our 
Commander to proceed in difcoveries fo far fouth as forty
fix degrees of latitude, in the very depth of winter, he has 
recorded his motives for this part of his conduct. Winter, 
he acknowledges, is by no means favourable for difcove
ries. Neverthe1efs, it appeared to him to be neceffary that 
[onlething fhould be done in that feafon, in order to leffen 
the work in which he was engaged; and left he fhould 

not 
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not be able to finifh the difcovery of the fouthern part of 
the South Pacific Ocean in the enfuing fummer. Befides, 
if he fhould difcover any land in his route to the eafr, he 
would be ready to begin to explore it, as foon as ever the 
feafon fhould be favourable. Independently of all thefe 
confiderations, he had little to fear; having two good 
ihips well provided, and both the crews being healthy. 
\Vhere then could he better employ his time? If he did 
nothing more, he was at leaft in hopes of being enabled to 
point out to pofrerity, that thefe feas may be navigated, 
and that it is praCticable to purfue difcoveries, even in the 
depth of winter. Such was the ardour of our navigator 
for profecuting the ends of his voyage, in circum frances 
which would have induced 11l0fr men to act a more cau
tious part! 

During Captain Cook's fray in the Sound, he had ob
ferved that the fecond vifit to this country had not mended 
the morals of the natives of either fex. He had always 
looked upon the females of New Zealand as more chafte 
than the generality of Indian women. Whatever favours 
a few of them n1ight have granted to the people in the 
Endeavour, fuch intercourfes ufually took place in a pri
vate manner, and did not appear to be encouraged by the 
111en. But now the Captain was told that the male In
dians were the chief promoters of a fhameful traffic, and 
that, for a fpikenail, or any other thing they valued, 
they would oblige the women to profritute themfelves, 
whether it were agreeable or contrary to their inclina
tions. At the fame time, no regard was paid to the pri
vacy which decency required. The account of this fact 
muft be read with concern by every well wi1her to the 
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good order and happinefs of fociety, even without advert .. 
ing to confiderations of a higher nature ole. 

On the feventh of June, Captain Cook put to fea from" 
Queen Charlotte's Sound, with the Adventure in company. 
For the nautical part of the route from New Zealand to 
Otaheite, which continued till the fifteenth of Augufi, I 
fhall refer my readers to the Captain'S voyage; and fhall 
only felect fuch circum fiances as are more immediately 
fuitable to the defign of the prefent narrative. It was 
found, on the twenty-ninth of July, that the crew of the 
Adventure were in a fickly fiate., Her cook was dead, and 
about twenty of her beft nlen were rendered incapable of 
duty by the fcurvy and flux. At this time, no more 
than three men were on the fick lift on board the Refo
lution; and only one of thefe was attacked with the 
fcurvy. Some others, however, began' to difcover the 
fympton1S of it; and accordingly, recourfe was had to 
wort, mannalade of carrots, and the rob of lemons and 
oranges, with the ufual fuccefs. 

Captain Cook could not account for the prevalence of 
the fcurvy being fo much greater in the Adventure than 
in the Refolution, unlefs it was owing to the crew of the 
former's being more fcorbutic when they arrived in New 
Zealand than the crew of the latter, and to their eating 
few or no vegetables while they lay in Queen Charlotte'S 
Sound. This arofe partly from their want of knowing the 
right forts, and partly from the diflike which fearnen have 
to the introduCtion of a new diet. Their averfion to any 
unufual change of food is fo great, that it can only be 

':f Cook's V{)yages, ubi jUpra,p. f2l-l 3O. 

overcome 



CAP T A I N J A'M ESC 0 0 K. 

overcome by the fteady and perfevering example and 
authority of a commander. Many of Captain Cook's 
people, officers as well as common failors, difiiked the 
boiling of celery, fcurvy-grafs, and other greens with the 
peas and wheat; and by fome the provifion, thus pre
pared, was refufed to be eaten. But, as this had no effeCt: 
on the Captain's conduct, their prejudice gradually fnb
fided: they began to like their diet as much as the reft of 
their companions; and, at length, there was hardly a n1an 
in the fhip who did not attribute the freedom of the crew 
frOln the [curvy, to the beer and vegetables which had 
been made ufe of at New Zealand. Henceforward, when
ever the fearnen caIne to a place where vegetables could 
be obtained, our Commander feldom found it neceirary to 
order them to be gathered; and, if they were fcarce, 
happy was the perfon who could lay hold on them ·firft. 

On the firft of Auguft, when the ihips were in the lati
tude of '250 

II, and the longitude of 1340 61 weft, they were 
nearly in the fame fituation with that which is affigned 

. by Captain Carteret for Pitcairn's Ifiand, difcovered by 
him in 1767. For this ifland, therefore, our voyagers 
diligently looked; but faw nothing. According. to the 
longitude in which he had placed it, Captain Cook muft 
have paired it fifteen leagues to the weft. But as this was 
uncertain, he did not think it prudent to l<?fe any time in 
fearching for it, as the fickly ftate of the Adventure's peo
ple required as fpeedy an arrival as poffible at a place of 
refrefhment. A fight of it, however, w~uld have been 
of ufe in verifying, or correCl:ing,not only the longitude 
of Pitcairn's Uland, but of the others difcovered by Cap
tain Carteret in that neighbourhood. It is a diminution 
of the value of that gentleman's voyage, that his longitude 
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was not confirmed by aftronomical obfervations, and th~t 
hence it was liable to errors,. the correctioJ.?- of wbich was 
out of his power.' 

As Captain Cook had now gotten to the northward of 
Captain Carteret's tracks, he no longer entertained any 
hopes of difcovering a continent. Iflands were all that he 
could expeCt to find, until he returned again to the fouth. 
In this. and his former voyage, he had croffed the ocean in 
the latitude of 400 and upwards, without meeting an y 
thing which could, in the leaft, induce him to believe that 
he fhould attain the great object of his purfuit. Every 
circumftance concurred to convince him that, between the 
Ineridian of America and New Zealand, there is no foutheru 
continent; and that there_ is no continent farther to the 
fouth, unlefs in a very high latitude. This, however, was 
a point too important to be left to opinions and.' conjec~ 
tures. It was, to be determined by facts; and theafcer
tainment of it was appointed, by our Commander, for 
the employment of the enfuing fummer. 

,j It was the fixth of A uguft before the fhips had the 
advantage of the trade- wind ";'. This they got at fouth
eaft" being at that time in the latitude of l~l 36' fouth, and 
the longitude of 1310 32' weft. As Captain Cook'had ob
tained the fouth-eaft trade wind, he directed his courfe to 
the weft-north.:.weft;. not only with a view of keeping in 
with the ftrengfh of the wind,. but alfo to get to the north 
of the iflands, difcovered in his former voyage, that he 
might have a chance of meeting with any other ifiands 
which might lie in the way .. .I. It was in the track which 

* The not mcreting with the fouth-eaft trade wind fooner is,no new thing in this 
fea. 

had 
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had been purfued by M. de Bougainville that our Com
mander now proceeded. He was forry that he could not 
fpare time to fail to the north of this track; but at pre
fent, on account of the fickly ftate of the Adventure's 
crew, the arriving at a place where refrefhments could be 
procured, was an object fuperior to that of difcovery. To 
four of the iilands which were pa{fed by Captain Cook, he 
gave the names of Refolution Hland, Doubtful Iiland, 
Furneaux Iiland, and Adventure Iiland ~~. They are 
fuppofed to be the fame that were feen by M. de Bou
gainville; and thefe with feveral others, which conftitute 
a c1ufter of low and half drowned iiles, that gentleman 
diftinguifhed by the appellation of the Dangerous Archi
pelago. The fmoothnefs of the fea fufficiently convinced 
our navigators that they were furrounded by them, and 
that it was highly nece{fary to proceed with the utmoft 
caution, efpeciaUy in the night +. 

Early in the morning, on the fifteenth of Auguft, the 
ihips came within fight of Ofnaburg Iiland, or Maitea, 
which had been difcovered by Captain Wallis. Soon after, 
Captain Cook acquainted Captain Furneaux that it was 
his intention to put into Oaiti-piha Bay, near the fouth
eaft end of Otaheite, for the purpofe of procuring what 
refreihments he could from that part of the iiland, before 
he went down to Matavai. At fix in the evening the 
iiland was feen bearing weft; and our people continued to 

* Refolution lfland is in latitude 170 24' fouth, and longitude 14.10 19' weft; 
Doubtful Ifland, latitude 17° 20', longitude 141° 381; Furneaux Wand, latitude 
17° 5', longitude 1+3° 16'; and Adventure Wand, latitude It +.', longitude J44° 
30' weft. 

t Cook's Voyages, ubi fupra p. 131-143 .. 
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advance towards it till midnight, when they brought to 
till four o'clock in the morning; after which they failed 
in for the land with a fine breeze at eaft. At day-break, 
they found themfelves within the diftance of half a league 
from the reef; and, at the fame time, the breeze began 
to fail them, and was at laft fucceeded by a calm. It now 
became neceifary for the boats to be hoifted out, in order 
to tow off the fhips; but all the efforts of our voyagers, 
to keep them from being carried near the reef, were 
infufficient for the purpo[e. As the calm continued, the 
fituation of the veifels became ftill more dangerous. Cap
tain Cook, however, entertained hopes of getting round 
the weftern point of the reef, and into the bay. But, 
about two o'clock in the afternoon, when he came before 
an opening or break of the reef, through which he had 
flattered himfelf that he might get with the fhips, he 
found, on fending to examine it, that there was not a fuf
ficient depth of water. N everthelefs, this opening caufed 
{uch an indraught of the tide of flood through it, as was 
very near proving fatal to the Refolution; for as foon as 
the veffels got into the ftream, they were carried towards 
the reef with great ilnpetuofity. The moment the Cap
tain perceived this, he ordered one of the warping ma
chines, which was held in readinefs, to be carried out with 
about four hundred fathoms of rope; but it did not pro
duce the leaft effect; and our navigators had now in pro
fpea the horrors. of fhipwreck. They were not more than 
two cables length from the breakers; and, though it was 
the only probable method which was left of faving the 
fhips, they could find no bottom to anchor. An anchor, 
however, they did drop; but before it took hold, and 
brought them up, the Refolution was in lefs than three 
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fathom water, and ftruck at every fall of the fea, which 
broke clofe under her ftern in a dreadful furf, and threat
ened her crew every moment with deftrnction. Happily, 
the Adventure brought up without itriking. Prefently, 
the Refolution's people carried out two kedge-anchors, 
with hawfers to each; and thefe found ground a little 
without the bower. By heaving upon them, and"cutting 
away the bower anchor, the ihip was gotten afloat, where 
Captain Cook and his men lay for fome time in the greateft 
anxiety, expecting every minute that either the kedges 
would come home, or the hawfers be cut in two by the 
rocks. At length, the tide ceafed to aCt in the fame direc
tion; upon which the Captain ordered all the boats to try 
to tow off the veffel. Having found this to be practicable, 
the two kedges were hoved up; and at that moment a light 
air came off from the land, by which the boats were fo 
much aflifted, that the Refolution foon got clear of aU 
danger. Our Commander then ordered all the boats to 
aflift the Adventure; but before they reached her, fhe was 
under fail with the land breeze, and in a little time joined 
her companion, leaving behind her three anchors, her 
coafting cable, and two hawfers, which were never reco
vered. Thus were our voyagers once more fafe at fea, 
after narrowly efcaping being wrecked on the very iiland 
at which, but a few days before, they had moft ardently 
wiihed to arrive. It was a peculiarly happy circumftance, 
that the calm continued, after bringing the fhips into fo 
dangerous a ftate. For if the fea breeze, as is ufually the. 
cafe, had fet in, the Refolution mnft inevitabLy have beell 
loft, and probably the Adventure Iikewife. 

During the time in which the Englifh were in this 
critical fituation, a number of the natives were either on 
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C HAP. board or near the veRas in their canoes. Neverthelefs, 
IV. they feemed to be infenfible of onr people's danger, fhew-
~ ing not the leaft fnrprize, joy, or fear, when the £hips 

v/ere ftriking; and they went away a little before fnn
fet, quite unconcerned. Though moft of them knew 
Captain Cook again, and Inany enquired for Mr. Banks 
and others who had been with the Captain before, it was 
remarkable that not one of them aiked for Tupia. 

~7 Auguft. On the feventeenth, the Refolution and Adventure an-
chored in Oaiti-piha .Bay, immediately upon which they 
were crowded with the inhabitants of the country, who 
brought with them cocoa-nuts, plaintains, bananoes, ap
ples, yams, and other roots, which were exchanged for 
nails and beads. To fome who called themfelves chiefs, 
-our Commander made prefents of fhirts, axes, and feveral 
articles befide, in return for which they promifed to bring 
him hogs and fowls; a promife which they did not per
form, and which, as might be judged from their conduct, 
they had never had the leaft intention of performing. In 
the afternoon of the fame day, Captain Cook landed in 
.company with Captain Furneaux, for the purpofe of view
ing the watering-place, and of founding the difpofition of 
the natives. The article of water, which was now much 
'wanted on board, he found might conveniently be ob
tained, and the inhabitants behaved with great civility. 
Notwithftanding this civility, nothing was brought to 
market, the next day, but fruit and roots, though it was 
faid that Inany hogs were feen about the houfes in the 
neighbourhood. The cry was, that they belonged to 
Waheatoua the Earee de hi, or king; who had not yet 
appeared, nor, indeed, any other chief of note. Among 
the Indians that can1e on board the Refolution, and no 
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{mall number of whom did not fcruple to call themfelves 
Earees, there was one of this fort, who had been enter
tained in the cabin moft of the day, and to all of whofe 
friends Captain Cook had made prefents, as well as libe
rally to himfelf. At length, however, he was caught 
taking things which did not belong to him, and handing 
them out of the quarter gallery. Various complaints of 
the like nature being, at the fame time, made againil: the 
natives who were on deck, our Commander turned thenl 
all out of the fhip. His cabin gueft was very rapid in his 
retreat; and the Captain was fo exafperated at his beha
viour, that after the Earee had gotten to fonle diftance 
fronl the Refolution, he fired two mufquets over his head, 
by which he was fo terrified, that he quitted his canoe, 
and took to the water. Captain Cook then fent a boat to 
take the canoe; but when the boat approached the 1hore, 
the people on land began to pelt her with ftones. The 
Captain, therefore, being in fome pain for her fafety, as 
fue was unarmed, went himfelf in another boat to protect 
her, and ordered a great gun, loaded with ball, to be fired 
along the co aft, which made all the Indians retire from the 
fhore, and he was fuffered to bring away two canoes with
out the leaft fhew of oppofition. In a few hours peace 
was reftored, and the canoes were returned to the firft per
fon who came for them. 

It was not till the evening of this day that anyone 
enquired after Tupia, and then the enquiry was made by 
only two or three of the natives. When they learned the 
caufe of his death, they were perfectly fatisfied; nor did 
it appear to our Commander that they would have felt a 
moment's uneafinefs, if Tupia's deceafe had proceeded 
from any other caufe than ficknefs. They were as little 
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concerned about Aotourou, the man who had gone away 
with M. de Bougainville. But they were continually 
aiking for Mr. Banks, and for feveral others who had 
accompanied Captain Cook in his former voyage. 

Since that voyage, very confiderable changes had hap
pened in the country. Toutaha, the regent of the greater 
peninfula of Otaheite, had been killed in a battle which 
was fought between the two kingdoms about five months 
before the Refolution's arrival; and Otoo was now the 
reigning prince. Tubourai Tamaide, and feveral more of 
the principal friends to the Englifh, had fallen in this battle, 
together with a large number of the common people. A 
peace fubfifted, at prefent, between the two grand divi .. 
fions of the ifland. 

On the twentieth, one of the natives carried off a 
lnufquet belonging to the guard on fhore. Captain Cook, 
who was himfelf a witnefs of the tranfaCtion, fent fome 
of his people a.fter him; but this ~ou}d have been to very 
little purpofe, if the thief had not been intercepted by fe-· 
vera} of his own countrymen, who purfued him volunta
rily, knocked him down, and returned the mufquet to the 
Englifh. This aCt of juftice prevented our Commander 
from being placed in a difagreeable fituation. If the 
natives had not given their immediate affiftance, it would 
fcarcel y have been in his power to have recovered the 
mufquet, by any gentle means whatever; and if he had 
been obliged to have recourfe to other methods, he was, 
fure of lofing more than ten times its value. 

The fraud of one who appeared as a Chief, is, perhaps, 
not unworthy of notice. This man, in a vi fit to Captain 
Cook, prefented him with a quantity of fruit; among 
which were a number of cocoa-nuts that had already 
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tion was not perceived. When he was inforn1ed of it, 
without betraying the leaf\: emotion, and affecting a total 
ignorance of the matter, he opened two or three of the 
nuts himfelf, fignified that he was fatisfied of the fact, 
and then went 'on fhore and fent off a quantity of plantains 
and bananoes. The ingenuity and tLJ-' ilupudence of fraud 
are not folely the productions of polifhed fociety. 

Captain Cook, on the twenty-third, had an interview 23 Augufr. 

with Waheatoua, the refult of which was, that our navi-
gators obtained this day as lunch pork as furnifhed a meal 
to the crews of both the veifels. In the Captain's laft 
voyage, Waheatona, who was then little more than a boy, 
was called Tearee; but having fucceeded to his father's 
authority, he had affumed his father's name. 

The fruits which were procured at Oaiti-piha Bay con
tributed greatly to the recovery of the fick people belong
ing to the Adventure. Many of then1, who had been fo 
ill as to be incapable of moving without affifiance, were, 
in the compafs of a few days, fo far recovered that they 
were able to walk about of themfelves. When the Refo
lution entered the bay, fhe had but one fcorbutic man 
on board. A marine, who had long been fick, and who 
died, the fecond day after her arrival, of a complication 
of diforders, had ,not the leafi mixture of the [curvy. 

On the twenty-fourth, the ihips put to fea, and arrived 
the next evening in Matavai Bay. Before they could 
come to an anchor, the decks were crowded with the 
natives, many of whOln Captain Cook knew, and by 
mofi of whom he was well remembered. Among a large 
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multitude of people, who were collected together upon 
the ihore, was Otoo the king of the ifland. Our Com
mander paid hiln a vi fit on the following day, at Oparree, 
the place of his refidence; and found him to be a fine, 
perfonable, well-made man, fix feet high, and about 
thirty years of age. The qualities of his mind were not 
correfpondent to his external appearance: for when Captain 
Cook endeavoured to obtain from him the promife of a 
vifit on board, he acknowledged that he was afraid of the 
guns, and, indeed, manifefted in all his aCtions that he was 
a prince of a timorous difpofition. 

Upon the Captain's return from Oparree, he found the 
tents, and the aftronomer's obfervatories, fet up, on the 
fame fpot from which the tranfit of Venus had been ob
ferved in 1769. The fick, being twenty in number from 
the Adventure, and one from the Refolution, all of whom 
were ill of the fcurvy, he ordered to be landed; and he 
appointed a guard of marines on ihore, under the conl
mand of Lieutenant Edgcumbe .• 

On the twenty-feventh, Otoo was prevailed upon, with 
fome degree of reluCtance, to pay our Commander a vifit. 
He came attended with a numerous train,' and brought 
with him fruits, a hog, two large fifh, and a quantity of 
doth; for which he and all his retinue were gratified 
with fuitable prefents. When Captain Cook conveyed 
his guefts to land, he was met by a venerable lady" the 
mother of the late Toutaha, who feized him by both 
hands, and burft into a flood of tears, faying 'l'outaba 
'l'iyo no 'routee matty 'Ioutaba; that is, "Toutaha, your 
" friend, or the friend of Cook, is dead." He was fo 
much affeCted with her behaviour, that it would have 
been impofiible for him to have refrained from mIng-

ling 



CAP T A I N J A.M ESC 0 0 K. 

ling his tears with her's, had not Otoo, who was difplcafed 
with the interview, taken him from her. It was with 
difficulty that the Captain could obtain permiffion to fee 
her again, when he gave h,er an axe and fome other 
articles. Captain Furneaux, at this time, prefented the 
king with two fine goats, which, if no accident befel 
them, might be expected to multiply. 

Several days had paffed in a friendly intercourfe with 
the natives, and in the procuring of provifions, when, in 
the evening of the thirtieth, the gentlemen on board the 
Refolution were alarmed with the cry of murder, and 
with a great noife on fhore, near the bottonl of the bay, 
and at a diftance from the Englifh encampment. Upon 
this,. Captain Cook, who fufpected that fome of his own 
men were concerned in the affair, immediately difpatched 
an armed boat" to know the caufe of the diilurbance, and 
to bring off f uch of his people as fhould be found in the 
place. He fent, alfo, to the Ad venture, and to the poil on 
iliore, to learn who were Iniffing; for none but thofe who 
were upon duty were abfent frOlTI, the Refolution. The 
boats fpeedily returned with three marines and a feaman. 
Some others, likewife, were taken, belonging to the Ad
venture; and all of them being put under confinement, 
our Commander, the next morning, ordered them to be 
plU1ifhed according to their deferts. He did not find that 
any mifchief had been done, and the nlen would confefs 
nothing. Some liberties which they had taken with the 
women had probably given occafion to the diilurbance. 
To whatever caufe it was owing, the natives were fo much 
alarmed, that they fled from their habitations in the dead 
of night, and the alarm was fpread many miles along the 
coaft. In the morning, when Captain Cook went to vifit 
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Otoo, by appointment, he found that he had removed, or 
rather fled, to a great diftance from the ufual place of his 
abode. After arriving where he was, it was fome hours 
before the Captain could be admitted to the fight of him; 
and then he complained of the riot of the preceding eve-
nmg. . 

The fick being nearly recovered, the water completed, 
and the neceffary repairs of the (hips finifhed, Captain Cook 
determined to put to fea without delay. Accordingly, on the 
firft of September, he ordered every thing to be removed 
from the fhore, and the veffels to be unmoored, in which 
employment his people were engaged the greater part of 
the day. In the afternoon of the fame day, Lieutenant 
Pickerfgill returned from Attahourou, to which place he 
had been fent by the Captain, for the purpofe of procuring 
fome hogs that had been promifed. In this expedition, 
the Lieutenant had feen the celebrated Oberea, who has 
been fo much the object of poetical fancy. Her fituation 
was very hun"lble, compared with what it had formerly 
been. She was not only altered much for the worfe in 
her perfon, but appeared to be poor, and of little or no 
confequence or authority in the ifland. In the evening a 
favourable wind having fprung up, our Commander put 
to fea; on which occafion he was obliged to difmifs his 
Otaheite friends fooner than they wifhed to depart; but 
well fatisfied with his kind and liberal treatment >;c. 

From Matavai Bay Captain Cook directed his courfe for 
the ifiand of Huaheine, where he intended to touch. This 
Bland he reached the next day, and, early in the morning 
of the third of September, made fail for the harbour of 
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Owharre, in which he foon came to an anchor. The 
Adventure, not happening to turn into the harbour with 
equal facility, got afhore on the north fide of the channel; 
but, by the timely affiftance which Captain Cook had previ
oUfly provided, in cafe fuch an accident fhould occur, fhe was 
gotten off again, without receiving any damage. As foon 
as both the fhips were in fafety, our Commander, together 
with Captain Furneaux, landed upon the ifland, and was 
received by the natives with the utmoft cordiality. A 
trade immediatel y commenced; fo that our navigators 
had a fair profpeC'c of being plentifully fupplied with 
frefh pork and fowls, which, to people in their fituation, 
was a very defirable circumftance. On the fourth, Lieu
tenant Pickerfgill failed with tht? cutter, on a trading par
ty, toward the fouth end of the HIe. Another trading 
party was alfo fent on fhore near the fhips, which party 
Captain Cook attended himfelf, to fee that the bufinefs 
was properly conducted at the firft fetting out, this be
ing a point of no fmall importance. Every thing being 
fettled to his mind, he went, accompanied by Captain 
Furneaux and Mr. Forfter, to'pay a vifit to his old friend 
Oree, the Chief of the ifland. This vifit was preceded 
by many preparatory ceremonies. Among other things, 
the Chief fent to our Comlnander the infcription engraved 
on a fmall piece of pewter, which he had left with him in 
July 1769. It was in the bag that Captain Cook had made 
for it, together with a piece of counterfeit Englifh coin, 
and a few beads, which had been put in at the fame time; 
whence it was evident what particular care had been 
taken of the whole. After the previous cerenl0nies had 
been difcharged, the Captain wanted to go to the king,· 
but he was informed that' the king would COlne to him. 

Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, Oree went up to our Commander, and fell on 
his neck, and embraced him; nor was it a ceremonious 
embrace, for the tears which trickled down the venerable 
old man's cheeks, fufficiently befpoke the language of his 
heart. The prefents which Captain Cook made to the 
Chief on this occafion, confiil:ed of the moil: valuable arti
cles he had; for he regarded him as a father. Oree, in 
return, gave the Captain a hog, and a quantity of cloth 
promifing that all the wants of the EnglHh fhould be 
fupplied; and it was a prOluife to which he faithfully ad
hered. Indeed, he carried his kindnefs to Captain Cook 
fo far, as not to fail fending him every day, for his table, a 
plentiful fupply of the very beft of ready-dreffed fruit and 
roots.. 

Hitherto all things had gone on in the moft agreeable 
manner; but on Monday the fixth, feveral circumftances 
occurred, which rendered it an unpleafant and troublefome 
-day. When -our Commander went to the trading-place, 
he was informed that one of the inhabitants had behaved 
with remarkable infolence. The man was completely 
equipped in the war habit, had a club in each hand, and 
feemed bent upon mifchief. Captain Cook took, therefore, 
the clubs from him, broke them before his. eyes, and, with 
fome difficulty, compelled him to retire. About the fame 
time, Mr. Sparrman, who had imprudently gone out alone 
to botanize, was affaulted by two men, who ftripped him 
of every thing which he had about him, excepting his 
trowfers, and ftruck him again and again with his own 
hanger, though happily without doing him any harm. 
When they had accomplifhed their purpofe, they made 
off; after which another of the natives brought a piece of 
cloth to cover him, and conduCted him to the trading-

place, 
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place, where the inhabitants, in a large number, were 
affembled. The inftant that Mr. Sparrn1an appeared in 
the condition now defcribed, they all fled with the utmoft 
precipitation. Captain Cook, having recalled a few of the 
Indians, and convinced them that he fhould take no fiep to 
injure thofe who were innocent, went to Oree to complain 
of the outrage. When the Chief had heard the whole 
affair related, he wept aloud, and many other of the inha
bitants did the fame. After the firft tranfports of his 
grief had fubfided, he began to expoftulate with his peo
ple, telling them (for fo his language was underftood by 
the Englifh) now well Captain Cook had treated them, 
both in this and his former voyage, and how bafe it was 
in them to commit fuch aCtions. He then took a minute 
account of the things of which Mr. Sparrman had been 
robbed, and, after having promifed to ufe his utmoft en
deavours for the recovery of them, defired to go into the 
Captain's boat. At this, the natives, apprehenfive doubt
lefs for the fafety of their prince, expreffed .. the ntmoft 
alarm, and ufed every argument to diffuade him from fo 
rafh a meafure. All their remonfirances, however, were 
in vain. He haftened into the boat; and as foon as they 
faw that their beloved Chief was wholly in our Com
Inander's power, they fet up a great outcry. Indeed, their 
grief was inexpreffible: they prayed, entreated, nay, 
attelnpted to pull him out of the boat; and every face 
was bedewed with tears. Even Captain Cook himfelf was 
fo moved by their diftrefs, that he united his entreaties 
with theirs, but all to no purpofe. Oree infified upon the 
Captain's coming into the boat, which was no fooner done 
than he ordered it to be put off. His fifter was the only 
perfon among the Indians who behaved with a becoming 
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magnanimity on this occafion; for, with a fpirit equal to 
that of her royal brother, file alone did not oppofe his 
going. It was his defign, in coming into the boat of the 
Engliili, to proceed with them in fearch of the robbers. 
Accordingly, he went with Captain Cook, as far as it was 
convenient, by water, when they landed, entered the 
country, and travelled fome miles inland; in doing which 
the Chief led the way, and enquired after the criminals of 
every perfon whom he faw. In this fearch he would have 
gone to the very extremity of the Bland, if our Comman
der, who did not think the object worthy of fo laborious a 
purfuit, had not refufed to proceed any farther. Befides,. 
as he intended to fail the next morning, and all manner of 
trade was ftopped in confequence of the alarm of the 
natives, it became the more neceffary for him to return, 
that he might reftore things to their former frate. It was 
with great reluctance that Oree was prevailed upon to dif
continue the fearch, and to content himfelf with fending, 
at Captain Cook's requeft, fome of his people for the things 
which had been carried off. When he and the Captain 
had gotten back to the boat, they found there the Chief's 
fifter, and feveral other perfons, who had travelled by land 
to the place. The Engliih gentlemen immediately ftepped 
into their boat, in order to return on board, without fo 
much as aiking Oree to accompany them; notwithftand
ing which, he infifted upon doing it; nor could the oppo
fition and entreaties of thofe who were about him induce 
him to defift from his purpofe. His fifter followed his 
example, uninfluenced, on this occafion, by the fupplica
tions and tears of her daughter. Captain Cook amply re
warded the Chief and his fifrer for the confidence they had 
placed in him; and, after dinner, conveyed them both on 
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ihore, where fome hun,dreds of people waited to receive 
them, nlany of whom embraced Oree with tears of joy. 
All was now peace and gladnefs: the inhabitants crowded 
in from every part, with fnch a plentiful fupply of hogs, 
fowls, and vegetable productions, that the Englifh prefent
ly filled tw:o boats; and the Chief himfelf prefented the 
Captain with a large hog and a quantity of fruit. Mr. 
Sparrman's hanger, the only thing of value which he had 
loft, was brought back, together with part of his coat; and 
our navigators were told, that the remaining articles fhould 
be reftored the next day. Some things which had been 
ftolen from a party of officers, who had gone out a fhoot~ 
ing, were returned in like manner. 

The tranfaCtions of this day have been the nlore parti
cularly'related, as they fhew the high opinion which the 
Chief had fornled of our Commander, and the unreferved 
confidence that he placed in his integrity and honour. 
Oree had entered into a folemn friendfhip with Captain 
Cook, according to all the forms which were cuftomary 
in the country; and he feemed to think that this friend
fuip could not be broken by the act of any other perfons. 
It is juftly obferved by the Captain, that another Chief 
may never be found, who, under fimilar circumftances, 
will act in the fame manner. Oree, indeed, had nothing 
to fear: for it was not our Commander's intention to hurt 
a hair of his head, or to detain him a moment longer than 
was agreeable to his own defire. But of this how could 
he and his people be affured? They were not ignorant, 
that when he was once in Captain Cook's power, the 
whole force of the ifiand would not be fufficient to re
cover him, and that they muft have complied with any 
demands, however great, for his ranfom. The appre-
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henfions, therefore, of the inhabitants, for their Chief"s 
and their own fafety, had a reafonable foundation. 

Early on the feventh, while the fhips were unmooring, 
the Captain went to pay his fare wei vifit to Oree, and 
took with him fuch prefents as had not only a fancied 
value, but a real utility. He left, alfo, with the Chief 
the infcription plate that had before been in his poffeffion, 
and another fmall copper plate, on which were engraved 
thefe words: " Anchored here, his Britannic Maje£l:y's 
"ihips, Refolution and Adventure, September, 1773." 
Thefe plates, together with fome medals, were put up in 
a bag; of which Oree promifed to take care, and to pro
duce them to the firft fhip or fhips that fhould arrive at 
the if1and. Having, in return, given a hog to Captain 
Cook, and loaded his boat with fruit, they took leave of 
each other, when the good old Chief embraced our Com
n1ander with tears in his eyes. Nothing was mentioned, 
at this interview, concerning the remainder of Mr. Sparr ... 
man's property. As it was early in the morning, the 
Captain judged that it had not been brought in, and he 
was not willing to fpeak of it to Oree, left he fhould give 
him pain about things which there had not been time to 
recover. The robbers having foon afterwards been taken, 
Oree came on board again, to requeft that our Commander 
would go on fhore, either to punifh them, or to be prefent 
at their punifhment; but this 110t being convenient to him, 
he left them to the correction of their own Chief. It was 
from the If1and of Huaheine that Captain Furneaux re
ceived into his fhip a young man named Om ai, a native of 
Ulietea, of whom fo much hath fince been known and 
written. This choice Captain Cook at firft difapproved, 
as thinking that the youth was not a proper fample of 
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the inhabitants of the Society Hlands; being inferior to 
many of them in birth and acquired rank, and not having 
any peculiar advantage in point of fhape, figure, or com
plexion. The Captain afterwards found reafon to be 
better fatisfied with Omai's having accompanied our na
vigators to England. 

During the {hort fray of the veffels at Huaheine, our 
people were very fuccefsful in obtaining fupplies of pro
vifions. No lefs than three hundred hogs, befides fowls 
and fruit, were procured; and had the fhips continued 
longer at the place, the quantity' might have been greatly 
increafed. Such was the fertility of this fmall ifland, that 
none of thefe articles of refrefhment were feemingly di
minifhed, but appeared to be as plentiful as ever ';<. 

From Huaheine our navigators failed for Ulietea, where 
trade was carried on in the ufual manner, and a mofr friend
ly intercourfe renewed between Captain Cook and Oreo, 
the Chief of the ifland. Here Tupia was enquired after 
with particular eagernefs, and the enquirers were perfect
ly fatisfied with the account which was given of the occa-
fion of that Indian's deceafe. 

On the morning of the fifteenth, the Englifh were fur
prized at finding that none of the inhabitants of Ulietea 
came off to the fhips, as had hitherto been cufromary. As 
two men belonging to the Adventure had, frayed on fhore 
all night, contrary to orders, Captain Cook's firfr con
jectures were, that the natives had ftripped them, and 
were afraid of the revenge which. would be taken of the 
infult. This, however, was not the cafe. The men had 
been treat.ed with great civility,. and could affign no caufe 
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for the precipitate flight of the Indians. All that the 
Captain could learn was, that feveral were killed, and 
others wounded, by the guns of the Englifh. This infor
mation alarmed him for the fafety of fome of our people, 
who had been fent out in two boats to the Ifland of Otaha. 
He determined, therefore, if poffi ble, to fee the Chief 
himfelf. When he came up to him, Oreo threw his anTIS 
around our Commander's neck, and burft into tears; in 
which he was accOlnpanied by all the women, and fome of 
the men; fo that the lamentation became general. Afto
niihment alone kept Captain Cook from joining in their 
grief. At laft, the whole which he could colleCt from 
his enquiries was, that the natives had been alarmed on 
account of the abfence of the Englifh boats, and imagined 
that the Captain, upon the fuppofition of the defertion of 
his men, would ufe violent means for the recovery of his 
10fs. When the matter was explained, it was acknowledged 
that not a fingle inhabitant, or a fingle Englifhman, had 
been hurt. This groundlefs confternation difplayed in a 
ftrong light the timorous difpofition of the people of the 
Society Iilands. 

Our navigators were as fuccefsful in procuring pro
vifions at Ulietea as they had been at Huaheine. Captain 
Cook judged, that the number of hogs obtained amounted 
to four hundred, or upwards: many of them, indeed, 
were only roafiers, while others exceeded a hundred 
pounds in weight; but the general run was from forty to 
fixty. A larger quantity was offered than the ihi ps could 
contain; fo that our countrymen were enabled to proceed 
on their voyage with no {mall degree of comfort and ad
vantage 'il-. 

* Cook, ubi fupra, p. 171-180. 

Our 
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Onr Commander, by his fecond vifit to the Society 
Iflands, gained a farther knowledge of their general frate, 
and of the cufiOlns of the inhabitants. It appeared that a 
Spanifh fhip had been lately at Otaheite, and the natives 
complained that a difeafe had been communicated to them 
by the people of this veffel, which, according to their 
account, affeCted the head, the throat, and the fromach, 
and at length ended in death. With regard to a certain 
diforder, the effeCts of which have fo fatally been felt 
in the later ages of the world, Captain Cook's enquiries 
could not abfolutely determine whether it was known to 
the iflanders before they were vifited by the Europeans. 
If it was of recent origin, the introduCtion of it was, 
without a diffentient voice, afcribed to the voyage of 
M~ de Bougainville. 

One thing which our Commander was folicitous to 
afcertain, was, whether human facrifices confrituted a 
part of the religious cufioms of thefe people.. The man 
of whom he made his enquiries, and feveral other natives, 
took fome pains to explain the matter; but, from our 
people's. ignoranc~ of the language of the country, their 
explication could not be underftood. Captain Cook after
wards learned from Omai, that the inhabitants of the 
Society Iflands offer human facrifices to the Supreme 
Being. What relates to funeral ceremonies excepted, all 
the knowledge he could obtain concerning their religion 
was very imperfeCt and defeCtive. 

The Captain had an opportunity, in this voyage, of 
reCtifying the great injuftice which had been done to the 
won1en of Otaheite and the neighbouring i:Oes. They 
had been reprefented as ready, without exception, to grant 
the lail: favour to any man who would conle up to their 
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the unmarried, of the better fort, were as difficult to be 
obtained in the Society Iflands as in any other country 
whatever. Even with refpeCt to the unmarried females 
of the lower c1afs, the charge was not indifcriminately 
true. There were Inany of thefe who would not admit of 
indecent familiarities. The fetting this fubject in a proper 
light, a fubjeCt upon which Dr. Hawkefworth had en
larged more than wifdom feemed to require, muft be con
fidered as one of the agreeable effeCts of Captain Cook's 
fecond voyage. Every enlightened mind will rejoice at 
what conduces to the honour of human nature in general, 
and of the female fex in particular. Chaftity is fo emi
nently the glory of that fex, and, indeed, is fo effentially 
conneCted with the good order of fociety, that it muft be 
a fatisfaCtion to refleCt, that there is no country, however 
ignorant or barbarous, in which this virtue is not regard
ed as an objeCt of moral obligation. 

This voyage enabled our ·Commander to gain fome 
farther knowledge concerning -the geography of the So
ciety Iiles; and he found it highly probable, that Otaheite 
is of greater extent than he had computed it in his former 
eftimation .,i'. The aftronomers did not neglecl to fet up 
their obfervatories, and to make obfervations fuited to 
their purpofe +. 

On the feventeenth of September, Captain Cook failed 

* The latitude of Oaiti-piha Bay, in Otaheite, was found to be 17046' 28/1 (outh, 
and the longitude 0

0 21' 25/1 t eaft from Point Venus; or 1490 J 3' 24" weft from 
Greenwich. 

t Cook, ubi (upra, p. 181-188. 
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from Ulietea, direCl:ing his courfe to the weft, with an in- C HAP. 

c1ination to the fouth. Land was difcovered on the twen- I v. 
ty-third of the month, to which he gave the name of ~ 
Harvey's Bland >i~. On the firft of OCtober, he reached 23 Jept. 

the ifiand of Middleburg. While he was looking about IOClober. 

for a landing-place, two canoes, each of them conduCted 
by two or three men, carpe boldly along-fide the fhip, and 
fame of the people entered it without hefitation. This 
mark of confidence infpired our Commander with fo good 
an opinion of the inhabitants, that he detern1ined, if pof-
£Ible, to pay them a vifit, which he did the next day. 2. 

Scarcely had the veffels gotten to an anchor before they 
were furrounded by a great number of canoes, full of the 
natives, who brought with them cloth, and various curio-
£Ities, which they exchanged for nails, and fuch other 
articles as were adapted to their fancy. Among thofe 
who came on board, was a Chief, named Tioony, whofe 
friendfhip Captain Cook immediately gained by proper 
prefents, confifting principally of a hatchet and fon1e fpike-
nails. A party of our navigators, with the Captain at the 
head of them, having embarked in two boats, proceeded 
to ihore, where they found an immenfe croud of people, 
who welcomed them to the ifiand with loud acclamations. 
There was not fo much as a frick, or any other weapon, in 
the hands of a £Ingle n~ti ve, fo pacific were their difpofitions 
and intentions. They feemed to be more defirous of giving 
than receiving; and many of them, who could not approach 
near to the boats, threw into them, over the heads of others, 
whole bales of cloth, and then retired, without either 
afking or waiting for any thing in return. The whole day 

:* It is fituated in the latitude of 19° 18' fouth, and 158° 54' weft. 
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was fpent by our navigators in the mof\:: agreeable manner. 
V,'hen they returned on board in the evening, everyone 
expreffed how much he was delighted with the country, 
and the very obliging behaviour of the inhabitants, who 
feemed to vie with each other in their endeavours to give 
pleafure to our people. All this conduct appeared to be 
the refult of the mof\:: pure good-nature, perhaps without 
being accompanied with much fentiment or feeling; for 
when Captain Cook fignified to the Chief his intention of 
quitting the ifiand, he did not feem to be in the leaft 
moved. Among other articles prefented by the Captain 
to Tioony, he left him an affortment of garden-feeds, 
which, if properly ufed, might be of great future benefit 
to the country. 

From Middleburg the filips failed down to Amfterdam, 
the natives of which ifiand were equally ready with thofe 
of the former place to maintain a friendly intercourfe with 
the Englifh. Like the people of Middleburg, they brought 
nothing with them but cloth, Inatting, and fuch other 
articles as could be of little fervice; and for thefe our 
feamen were fo fimple as to barter away their clothes. 
To put a ftop, therefore, to fo injurious a traffic, and to 
obtain the neceffary refrefhments, the Captain gave orders 
that no fort of curiofities fhould be purchafed by any 
perron whatever. This injunction produced the defired 
effect. When the inhabitants faw that the Englifh would 
deal with them for nothing but eatables, they brought off 
bananoes and cocoa-nuts in abundance, together with forne 
fowls and pigs; all of which they exchanged for fmall 
nails and pieces of cloth. Even a few old rags were fuf
ficient for the purchafe of a pig or a fowl. 

The method of carrying on trade being fettled, and 
proper 
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proper officers having been appointed to prevent difputes, 
our Commander's next obje6t was to obtain as complete a 
knowledge as poffible of the ifland of Amfterdam. In 
this he was much facilitated by a friendihip which he had 
formed with Attago, one of the Chiefs of the country. 
Captain Cook was ftruck with admiration, when he fur
veyed the beauty and cultivation of the ifland. He 
thought himfelf tranfported into the moft fertile plains 
of Europe. There was not an inch of waite ground. 
The roads occupied no larger a fpace than was abfolutely 
neceifary, and the fences did not take up above four inches 
each. Even fuch a fmall portion of ground was not 
wholly loft; for many of the fences themfelves contained 
ufeful trees or plants. The fcene was every where the 
fame; and nature, afiifted by a little art, no where aifumes 
a more fplendid appearance than in this ifland. 

Friendly as were the natives of Amfterdam, they were 
not entirely free from the thieviih difpofition which hath 
fo often been remarked in the Iflanders of the Southern 
Ocean. The inftances, however, of this kind, which oc
curred, were not of fuch a nature as to produce any 
extraordinary degree of .trouble, or to involve our people 
in a quarrel with the inhabitants. 

Captain Cook's introduCtion to the king of the ifland 
afforded a fcene fomewhat remarkable. His majefty was 
feated with fo much fullen and ftupid gravity, that the 
Captain. took him for an idiot, whom the Indians, from 
fame fuperftitious reafons, were ready to woriliip. When 
our Commander faluted and fpoke to him, he neither 
anf wered, nor took the leaft notice of him; nor did he 
alter a £Ingle feature of his countenance. Even the pre
fents which were made to him could not induce hinl to 
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refign a bit of his gravity, or to fpeak one word, or to turn 
his head either to the right hand or to the left. As he was 
in the prime of life, it is poflible that a falfe fenfe of dignity 
might engage him to airume fo folemn a ftupidity of ap
pearance. In the hiftory of mankind, inftances might pro
bably be found which would confirm this fuppofition *. 

For a general defcription of the two iflands of Middle
burg and Amfterdam, and an account of the cultivation, 
cuftoms, and manners of the inhabitants, recourfe muft 
be had to Captain Cook's Voyage. In fiightly touching 
upon a few particulars, I :{hall hope to obtain the forgive
nefs of fome of my readers. 

It is obfervable, that thefe two iflands are guarded from 
the rea by a reef of coral rocks, which extend out from 
the :{hore about one hundred fathoms. On this reef the 
force of the fea is fpent before it reaches the land. The 
fame, indeed, is, in a great meaf ure, the fituation of all the 
tropical ifies which our Commander had feen in that part 
of the globe; and hence arifes an evidence of the wifdom 
and goodnefs of Providence; as by fuch a provifion, na
ture has effeCtually fecured them from the encroachments 
of the fea, though many of them are mere points, when 
compared with the vaft ocean by which they are fur
rounded t. 

In Amfterdam, Mr. Forfter not only found the fame 
plants that are. at Otaheite and the neighbouring iflands, 
but feveral others which are not" to be met with in thofe 
places. Captain Cook took care, by. a proper affortment 

• Cook, ubi fupra, p. 189-210; 
t The iflands of Middleburg and Am11:erdam are fituated between the latitude of 

'1° 29' and 21° 3' fouth, and between the longitude Qf IHo 40' and 17S' IS' weft, 
deduced from obfervations made on the {pot; 

of 
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of garden-feeds and pulfe, to increafe the vegetable frock C HAP. 

of the inhabitants. IV. 

Hogs and fowls were the only domeftic animals that 
were feen in thefe iilands. The former are of the fame 
fort with thofe which had been met with in other parts 
of the Southern Ocean; but the latter are far fuperior, 
being as large as any in Europe, and equal, if not prefer
able, with refpeCt to the goodnefs of their flefh. 

Both the men and women are of a common fize with 
Europeans. Their colour is that of a lightifh copper, and 
with a greater uniformity than occurs among the natives 
of Otaheite and the Society HIes. Some of the Engliih 
gentlemen were of opinion, that the inhabitants of Mid
dleburg and Amfterdam were a much handfomer race; 
while others, with whom Captain Cook concurred, main
tained a contrary fentiment. However this may be, their 
thape is good, their features regular, and they are aCtive, 
briik, and lively. The women,. in particular, are th€ 
merrieft creatures our Commander had ever n1et with; 
and, provided any perf on feemed pleafed with them, they 
would keep chattering by his fide, without the leaft invi
tation, or confidering whether they were underftood. 
They appeared in general to be modeft, though there 
were feveral amongft them of a different character. As 
there were yet on board fome complaints of a certain dif
order, the Captain took all poffi ble care. to prevent its 
communication. Our navigators were frequently enter
tained by the women with fongs, and this in a manner 
which was by no means difagreeable. They had a me
thod of keeping time, by fnapping their fingers. Their 
mufic was hannonious as well as their voices, and there 
was a confiderable degree of compafs in their notes. 

A fingular 

~ 
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A fingular cuftom was found to prevail in thefe iflands. 
The greater part of the people were obferved to have loft 
one or both of their little fingers; and this was not pecu
liar to rank, age, or fex; nor was the amputation reflriaed 
to any fpecific period of life. Our navigators endeavour
. ed in vain to difcover the reaion of fo extraordinary a 
practice. 

A veryextenfive knowledge of the language of Middle
burgh and Amfterdam could not be obtained during the 
iliort ftay which was made there by the Engliih. How
ever, the more they enquired into it, the more they found 
that it was, in general, the fame with that which is fpoken 
at Otaheite and the Society liles. The difference is not 
greater than what frequently occurs betwixt the moft 
northern and weflern parts of England ';;<. 

On the feventh of Oaober, Captain Cook proceeded on 
his voyage. His intention was to fail directly to Queen 
Charlotte's Sound in New Zealand, for the purpofe of 
taking in wood and water, after which he was to purfue 
his difcoveries to the fouth and the eaft. The day after 
he quitted Amfterdam, he paffed the ifland of Pilftart; 
an ifland which had been difcovered by Tafman t. 

On the twenty-firft, he made the land of New Zealand, 
'at the diftance of eight or ten leagues from Table Cape. 
As our Commander was very defirous of leaving in the 
country fuch an affortment of animals and vegetables as 
might greatly contribute to the future benefit of the inha
bitants, one of the firft things which he did was to give 

'* Cook, ubi fupra, p: 212, 213,214, 217, 218,222, 225: 

t Pilftart is lituated in the latitude of 22° 26' fouth, and in the longitude of 17 SO 59' 
we1\:. It is diftant thirty-two leagues from the fouth end of Middleburg. 

to 
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to a Chief, v:ho hdd tome ott in a canoe, two boars, hvo 
fows, four hens, and two cocks, together with a quantity 
of feeds. The feeds were of the mofr ufeful kind; fuch as 
wheat, french and kidney beans, peafe, cabbage, tur
nips, onions, carrots, parfnips, and yams. The man to 
whom thefe feveral articles. were prefented, though he 
was much 1110re enraptured with a fpike-nail half the 
length of his arm, promifed, however, to take care of 
theIn, and, in particular, not to kill any of the anill1als. 
If he adhered to his promife, they would be fllfficient, in 
a due courfe of time, to frock the whole ifland. -

It was the third of Novembe~ before Captain Cook 
brought the Refolntion into Ship Cove, in Queen Char
lotte's Sound. He had been beating about the iiland from 
the twenty-firfr of oCtober, during which time his veifel 
was expofed to a variety of telupeftuous weather. In one 
inftance he had been driven off the land by a furious 
ftorm, which lafted two days, and which would have been 
dangerous in the high eft degree, had it not fortunately 
happened that it was fair overhead, and that there was no 
reafon to be apprehenfive of a lee-!hore. In the courfe 
of the bad weather which fucceeded this frarm, the Ad
venture was feparated from the Refolution, and was never 
feen or heard of through the wh@le remainder of the 
voyage. 

The firf\: objeCt of our Commander·s attention, after his. 
arrival in Queen Charlotte's Sound, was to provide for the 
repair of his !hip, which had fuffered in various refpeCts~ 
and efpeciaUy in her fails and rigging. Another matter
which called for his notice, was the frate of the bread be
longing to the veffel; and he had the mortification of 
finding that a large quantity of it was damaged.. To re-

pair, 

247 

IV. 
~ 

1773· 

3 Nov~ 



C HAP. 
IV. 
~ 

J773· 

THE LIFE OF 

pair this 10es in the beft manner he was able, he ordered 
all the caiks to be opened, the bread to be picked, and 
fuch parcels of it to be baked, in the copper oven, as could 
by that means be recovered. N otwithfranding this care, 
fonr thoufand two hundred and ninety-two pounds were 
found totally unfit for ufe; and about three thoufand 
pounds more could only be eaten by people in the fitua
tion of our navigators. 

Captain Cook was early in 4is enquiries concerning the 
animals which had been left at New Zealand, in the former 
part of his voyage. He faw the youngefr of the two fows 
that Captain Furneaux had put on fhore in Cannibal Cove. 
She was in good condition, and very tame. The boar and 
other fow, if our Commander was rightly informed, were 
taken away and feparated, but not killed. He was told 
that the two goats, which he had landed up the Sound, had 
been deitroyed by a rafcally native, of the name of Gou
biah; fo that the Captain had the grief of difcovering 
that all his benevolent endeavours to frock the country 
with ufeful animals were likely to be fruftrated by the 
very people whon1 he was anxious to ferve. The gardens 
had met with a better fate. Every thing in them, except
ing potatoes, the inhabitants had left entirely to nature, 
who had fo well performed her part, that mofr of the 
articles were in a flourifhing condition. 

N otwithftanding the inattention and folly of the New 
Zealanders, Captain Cook frill continued his zeal for their 
benefit. To the inhabitants who refided at the Cove, he 
gave a boar, a young fow, two cocks, and two hens, which 
had been brought from the Society Hlands. At the bottom 
of the Weft Bay, he ordered to be landed, without the 
knowledge of the Indians, four hogs, being three fows 

and 
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-:1nd one boar, together with two cocks and two hens. C HAP. 

They were carried a little way into the woods, and as much ~ 
food was left them as would ferve them for ten or twelve 1773-

days; which was done to prevent their coming down to 
the fuore in fearch of fufienance, and by that means 
being difcovered by the natives. The Captain was defi-
rous of replacing the two goats which Goubiah was under-
frood to' have killed, by leaving behind him the only two 
that yet remained in his poffeffion. But he had the mif
fortune, foon after his arrival at Queen Charlotte's Sound, 
to lofe the ram; and this in a manner for which it was 
not eafy to affign the caufe. Whether it was owing to 
any thing he had eaten, or to his being fiung with nettles, 
which were very plentiful in the place, he was feized with 
fits that bordered upon madnefs. In one of thefe fits, he 
was fuppofed to have run into the fea, and to have been 
drowned: and thus every lnethod, which our Commander 
had taken to fiock the country with fueep and goats, 
proved ineffeCtual. He hoped to be more fuccefsful with 
refpeCt to the boars and fows, and the cocks and hens, 
which he left in the ifiand. 

While the boatfwain, one day, and a party of men were 
employed in cutting broom, fome of, theln il:ole feveral 
things from a private hut of the natives, in which was 
depofited moil: of the treafure they had received from the 
Englifu, as well as property of their own. Complaint 
being made by the Indians to Captain Cook, and a parti
cular man of the boatfwain's party having been pointed 
out to the Captain as the perfon who had commited the 
theft, he ordered him to be punifhed in their prefence. 
With this they went away feeming1y fatisfied, although 
they .did not recover any of the articles which they had 
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C HAP. loft. It was always a maxim with our Commander, to 
IV. punifh the leaft crimes which any of his people, were 
~ guilty of with regard to uncivilized nations. Their rob-

J773·. . h . . h b fid d bIng us WIt ImpunIty e y no means con I ere as a 
reafon for our treating them in the fame manner. Ad
diCted as the New Zealanders were, in a certain degree, to 
:fi:ealing, a difpofition which muft have been very much 
encreafed by the novelty and allurement of the objeCts 
prefented to their view; they had, neverthelefs, when 
injured themfelves, fuch a fenfe of jufl:ice, as to apply to 
Captain Cook for redrefs. The beft method, in his opi
nion, of preferving a good underfl:anding with the inhabi
tants of countries in this :fi:ate of fociety, is, firft, to con
vince them of the fuperiority we have over them in confe
quence of our fire-arms, and then to be always upon our 
guard. Such a conduCt, united with ftriB: honefty and 
gentle treatment, will convince them that it is their inte
refl: not to difturb us, and prevent them from forming any 
general plan of attack. 

In this fecond vifit of our navigators to New Zealand, 
they met with indubitable evidence that the natives were 
eaters of human fiefh. The proofs of this faB: had a moft 
powerful influence on the mind of Oedidee, a youth of 
Bolabola, whom Captain Cook had brought in the Refo
lution from Ulietea. He was fo affeCted that he became 
perfeCtly motionlefs, and (!xhibited fnch a piB:ure of hor
ror, that it would have been impoffible for art to defcribe 
that paffion with half the force with which it appeared in 
his countenance. When he was ronzed from this ftate by 
forne of the Englifh, he burft into tears; continued to 
weep and fcold by turns; told the New Zealanders that 
they were vile men; and affured them that he would not 

be 
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be any longer their friend. He would not fo much as per
mit them to come near him; and he refufed to accept, or 
even to touch the knife by which fome human flefh had 
been cut off. Such was Oedidee's indignation againft the 
abominable cuftom; and our Commander has juftly re
marked, that it was an indignation worthy to be imitated 
by every rational being. The conduct of this young man 
upon the pre[ent occaiion, frrongly points out the dif
ference which had taken place, in the progrefs of civiliza
tion, between the inhabitants of the Society Iflands and 
tho[e of New Zealand. It was our Commander's firm opi
nion, that the only human flefh which was eaten by thefe 
people was that of their enenlies who had been flain in 
battle. 

During the fray of our voyagers in Queen Cha~lotte's 
Sound, they were plentifully fupplied with fifh, procured 
from the natives at a very eafy rate; and, befides the vege .. 
tables afforded by their own gardens, they every where 
found plenty of fcurvy-gra[s and celery. Thefe Captain 
Cook ordered to be dreffed every day for all his hands. 
By the attention which he paid to his men in the article of 
provifions, they had for three months lived principally on 
a frefh diet, and, at this time, there was not a fick or fcor
butic perfon on board. 

The morning before the Captain failed, he wrote a. 
memorandum, containing fuch information as he thought 
neceffary for Captain Furneaux, in cafe he fhould put into 
the Sound. This memorandum was 'buried in a bottle 
under the root of a tree in the garden; and in fuch a man
ner that it could not avoid being difcovered, if either Cap
tain Furneaux or any other European fhould chance to 
arrive at the Cove. 

Kk2 Our 
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OUf Commander did not leave New Zealand without 
making fuch remarks on the coaft between Cape Teeraw
hitte and Cape Pallifer as may be of fcrvice to future navi
gators. It being now the unanimous opinion, that the 
Adventure was no where upon the ifland, Captain Cook 
gave up all expeCtations of feeing her any more during 
the voyage. This circumftance, however, did not difcou
rage him from fully exploring the fouthern parts of the 
Pacific Ocean, in the doing of which he intended to enl
ploy the whole of the enfuing feafon. When he quitted 
the co aft, he had the fatisfaCtion to find that not a man of 
the crew was dejeCted, or thought that the dangers they 
had yet to go through, were in the leaft augmented by 
their being alone. Such was the confidence they placed 
in their Commander, that they were as ready to proceed 
chearfully to the fouth, or wherever he might lead them, 
as if the Adventure, or even a larger number of ihips had 
been in company .;;~. 

On the twenty-fixth of November, Captain Cook failed 
from New Zealand in fearch of a continent, and fteered to the 
fouth, inclining to the eaft. Some days after this, our navi
gators reckoned themfe1ves to be antipodes to their friends 
in London, and confequently were at as great a diftance 
frOln them as poffi ble. The firft ice iflancl was feen on 
the twelfth of December t, farther fouth than the firfi ice 
which had been met with after leaving the Cape of Good 
Hope in the preceding year. In the progrefs of the voy
age, }ce iflands continually occurred, and the navigation 
became more and more difficult and dangerous. When 

., Cook, ubi fupra, p. 225-250 • 

t This was in the latitude of 620 10' fouth, and longitude 1720 weft. 

our 
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our people were in the latitude of 67° 5' fouth, they all at 
once got within, fuch a clufter of thefe iilands, together 
with a large quantity of looie pieces, that to keep clear of 
them was a matter of the utmoft difficulty. On the twen
ty-fecond of the month, the Refolution was in the higheft 
latitude fue had yet reached *; and circumft ances now be
came fo unfavourable, that our Commander thought of 
returning more to the north. Here there was no probabi
lity of finding any land, or a poffibility of getting farther 
fouth. To have proceeded, therefore, to the eaft in this 
latitude, muft have been improper, not only on account of 
the ice, but becaufe a vaft fpace of fea to the north muft 
have been left unexplored, in which there might lie a large 
tract of country. It was only by vifitinz thofe parts that 

'" . ~ w ...... 

it could be determined whether fuch a fuppofition was 
well founded. As our navigators advanced to the north
eaft on the twenty-fourth, the ice iHands encreafed fo faft 
upon them, that, at noon, they could fee nearly a hundred 
around them, befides an immenfe number of fmall pieces. 
In this fituation they fpent Chriftmas-day, much in the 
fame manner as they had done in the former year. Hap
pily our people had continual day-light, and clear wea
ther; for had it been as foggy as it was on fome preceding 
days, nothing lefs than a miracle could have faved then1 
from being dallied to pieces. 

While the Refolution was in the high latitudes, many 
of her company were attacked with a Hight fever,occa
fioned by colds. The diforder, however, yielded to the 
fimpleft remedies, and was generally removed in a few 
days. On the fifth of January, 1774, the :Chip not being 

.. This was 6t 31'. Thi longitude was 142° 54' weA. 

then 
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then in much more than fifty degrees of latitude, there 
were only one or two-,perfons on the fick lift. 

After Captain Cook, agreeably to his late refolution, 
had traverfed a large extent of ocean without difcovering 
land, he again direCted his courfe to the fouthward. By 
the thirtieth of the month, through obftruCtions and dif
ficulties, which, from their fimilar nature to thofe already 
mentioned, it would be tedious to repeat, he reached to the 
feventy-firft degree of latitude .,;<. Thus far had he gone; 
but to have proceeded farther would have been the height 
of folly and madnefs. It would have been expofing him .. 
felf, his men, and his fhip to the utmoft d~nger, and per
haps to deft ruCtion, without the leaft profpeCl: of advan
tage. The Captain was of opinion, as indeed were moil: 
of the gentlemen on board, that the ice now in fight ex
tended quite to the pole, or might join to fome land, to 
which it might be fixed from the earlieft time. If, how
ever, there be fuch land, it can afford no better retreat for 
birds, or an yother animals, than the ice itfelf, with which 
it muft be wholly covered. Though our Commander had 
not only the ambition of going farther than anyone had 
done before, but of proceeding as far as it was poffi ble for 
man to go,- he was the lefs diffatisfied with the interrup
tion he now met with, as it fhortened the dangers and' 
hardfhips infeparable from the navigation of the fouthern 
polar regions. In faCt, he was impelled by inevitable ne
ceffity to tack, and ftand back to the north. 

The determination which Captain Cook now formed 
was to fpend the enfuing winter within the tropic, if he 

• The exaCl: latitude at this time was 11° 10' fouth; aad the longitude 1060 

54' weft. 

met 
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met with no employment before he came there. He was C HAP. 

well fatisfied that no continent was to be found in this IV. 
L-. ~ 

ocean but what muft lie fo far to the fouth as to be wholly 
inacceffible on account of ice. If there exifted a continent 
in the Southern Atlantic Ocean, he was fenfible that he 
could not explore it without having the whole fummer be-
fore him. Upon a fuppofition, on the other hand, that there 
is no land there, he might undoubtedly have reached the 
Cape of Good Hope by April. In that cafe, he would have 
put an end to the finding of a continent; which was indeed 
the firft object of the voyage. But this could not fatisfy 
the extenfive and magnanimous mind of our Commander. 
He had a good {hip, exprefsly fent out on difcoveries, a 
healthy crew, and was not in want either of ftores or of pro-
vifions. In fuch circumftances, to have quitted this Southern 
Pacific Ocean, would, he thought, have been betraying not 
only a want of perfeverance, but of judgment, in fup-
pofing it to have been fo well explored, that nothing far-
ther could be done. Although he had proved that there 
was no continent but what muft lie far to the fouth, there 
remained, neverthelefs, room for very large ifiands in places 
wholly unexamined. Many, likewife, of thofe which had 
formerly been difcovered had been but imperfectly explor-· 
ed, and their fituations were as imperfectly known. He· 
was alfo perfuaded, that his continuing fome time longer' 
in this fea would be productive of improvements in navi-· 

'gation and geography, as well as in other fciences. 
In confequence of thefe views, it was Captain Cook's in-· 

tention firft to go in fearch of the land faid to have been 
difcovered by Juan Fernandez, in the laft century*<. If: 

.. In about the. latitude of 38". 

he 
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he ihould fail in finding this land, he propofed to direct 
his courfe in queft of Eafter Bland or Davis's Land, the 
fituation of which was known with fa little certainty, that 
none of the attempts lately made for its difcovery had 
been fuccefsful. He next intended to get within the 
tropic, and then to proceed to the weft, touching at, and 
fettling the fituations of fnch iilands as he might meet 
with till he arrived at Otaheite, where it was neceffary for 
him to flop, to look for the Adventure. It was alfo in his 
contemplation to run as far weft as the Tierra Auftral del 
Efpiritu Santo, which was difcovered by Quiros, and to 
which M. de Bougainville has given the name of the 
Great Cyclades. From this land it was the Captain's plan 
to fteer to the fouth, and fo back to the eaft, between the 
latitudes of fifty and fixty. In the execution of this plan, 
it was his purpofe, if poffi ble, to attain the length of Cape 
Horn in the enfuing November, when he fhould have 
the beft part_ of the fummer before him, to explore the 
fouthern part of the Atlantic Ocean. Great as was this 
defign, our Commander thought it capable of being car
ried into execution; and when he communicated it to his 
officers, he had the fatisfaCtion of finding that it received 
their zealous and chearful concurrence. They difplayed 
the utmoft readinefs for executing, in the moft effeCtual 
manner, every n1eafure he thought proper to adopt. With 
fuch good examples to direCt them, the feamen were always 
obedient and alert; and on the prefent occafion, fo far 
were they from wHhing the voyage to be concluded, that· 
they rejoiced at the profpeCt of its being prolonged ano
ther year, and of foon enjoying the benefits of a milder 
climate>;'. 

• Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 250-271. 
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In purfuing his courfe to the north, Captaitl Cook be- C HAP. 

came well aifured that the difcovery of Juan Fernandez, if IV. 

any fuch was ever made, could be nothing more than a ~ 
[mall ifland. At this time, the Captain was attacked by a 
bilious colic, the violence of which confined him to his 
·bed. The management of the ihip, upon this occafion, 
\was left to Mr. Cooper, the firft officer, who conduCted 
her entirely to his Commander's fatisfaCtion. It was feve-
ral days before the nlofi dangerous fYlnptoms of Captain 
·Cook's diforder were removed; during which time, Mr. 
Patten the furgeon, in attending upon him, manifefted 
not only the iki]fulnefs of a phyfician, but the tendernefs 
of a nurfe. When the Captain began to recover, a fa-
vourite dog, belonging to Mr. Forfter, fell a facrifice to 
his tender ftomach. There was no other frefll meat what-
ever on board, and he could eat not only" of the broth 
which was made of it, but of the flefh itfelf, when there 
was nothing elfe that he was capable of tafting. Thus 
did he derive nourifhment and ftrength from food which 
to moft people in Europe would have been in the higheft 
degree difgufting, and produCtive of ficknefs. The ne-
ceffity of the cafe overcame every feeling of diflike. 

On the eleventh of March, our navigators came within II March. 

fight of Eafter Ifland, or Davis's Land ';l~; their tranfaCtions 
at which place were of too little moment to deferve a 
particu1ar recital. The inha,bitants are, in genera], a flen-
der race. In colour, features, and language, they bear 
fuch .an affinity to the people of the more weftern HIes, 
that there can be no doubt of their having been defcended 

'" It is fituated in the latitude of 2t 5' 3011 fouth, and the longitude of 10904-6' 
20" welt 
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from one common original. . It is indeed extraordinary 
that the fame nation 1hould have fpread themfelves to fo 
wide an extent, as to take in almoft a fourth part of the 
circumference of the globe. With regard to the difpofi
tion of the natives of Eafter Hland, it is friendly and hof
pit able ; but they are as much addiCted to ftealing as any 
of their neighbours. The ii1and itfelf hath fo little to 
recommend it, that no nation need to contend for the 
honour of its difcovery. So fparing has nature been of 
her favours to this fpot, that there is in it no fafe an
chorage, no wood for fuel, no fre1h water worth taking on 
board. The moft remarkable objeCts in the country are 
fome furprizing gigantic ftatues, which were firft feen by 
Roggewein, and of which Captain Cook has given a parti
cular defcription .;\:-. 

It was with pleafure that our Commander quitted a 
place which could afford fuch flender accommodations to 
voyagers, and direCted his courfe for the Marquefas Iflands. 
He had not been long at fea, before he was again attacked 
by his bilious diforder. The attack, however, was not fo 
violent as the former one had been. He had reafon to be .. 
lieve, that the return of his difeafe was owing to his having 
expofed and fatigued himfelf too much at Eafter Bland. 

On the fixth and feventh of April, our navigators came 
within fight of four iflands, which they knew to be the 
Marquefas. To one of them, which was a new difcovery, 
Captain Cook gave the name of HOOD'S ISLAND, after that 
of the young gentleman by whom it was firft feen. As 
foon as the ibif> was brought to an anchor in Madre de 
Dios, or Refolution Bay, in the Hland of St. Chriftina, 

• Cook's Voyages, ubi (upra, p. 214,275. 28+_ 2.88. 2.90' 294-296• 
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a. traffic commenced, in the courfe of which the natives 
would frequently keep our goods, without making any re
turn. At laft the Captain was obliged to fire a mufquet
ball over one man who had feveral times treated the 
Engliih in this manner. This produced only a temporary 
effeCt. Too many of the Indians having come on board, 
our Commander, who was going in a boat, to find a con
venient place for mooring the fhip, faid to the officers, 
" You muft look well after thefe people, or they will cer
"tainly carry off fomething or other." Scarcely had he 
gotten into the boat, when he was informed that they had 
ftolen an iron ftanchion from the oppofite gangway, and 
\vere carrying it off. Upon this he ordered his men to fire 
over the canoe till he could get round in the boat, but not 
to kill anyone. Such, however, was the noife made by 
the nativt;s, that the order was not heard; and the un
happy thief was killed at the firft fhot. All the Indians 
having retired with precipitation, in confequence of this 
unfortunate accident, Captain Cook followed them into 
the bay, rprevailed upon fome of theln .to come alongfide 
his bOit, and, by f uitable prefents, fo far conciliated their 
minds, that their fears feemed to be in' a great nieafure 
allayed. The death of their countryman did not cure 
them of their thievifh dif pofition; but, at length, it was 
fomewhat reftrained by their conviction that 110 diftance 
fecured them from the reach of our mufquets. Several 
fmaIler inftances of their talent at ftealing, the Captain 
thought proper to overlook. 

The provifions obtained at St. Chriftina were yams, 
plantains, bread-fruit, a few cocoa nuts, fowls, and fmall .. 
pigs. For a time, the trade was carried on upon reafon
able terms; but the market was at laft ruined by the in-

L 1 ~ difcretion 
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C HAP. difcretion of fome young gentlemen, who gave away in" 
IV. exchange various articles which the inhabitants had not 

'--v--J feen before, and which captivated their fancy above nails, 
lii4· 

or n10re ufeful iron tools. One of the gentlemen had 
given for a pig a very large quantity of red feathers, 
which he had gotten at Amfterdam. The effect of this 
was particularly fatal. It wa"s not pofiible to fupport the 
trade, in the manner in which it was now begun, even fo:r 
a fingle day. When, therefore, our Commander found 
that he was not likely to be fupplied, on any conditions, 
with fufficient refreihments, and that the if1and wa~ 
neither very convenient for taking in wood and water, 
nor for aftording the neceffary repairs of the ihip, he de
termined to proceed immediately to fa-me other place, 
where the wants of his people could be effectually re
lieved. After having been nineteen weeks at fea, and 
having lived all that time upon faIt diet, a change in their 
food could not avoid being peculiarly defirable: and yet, 
on their arrival at St. Chriftina, it could fcarcely be affert
ed that a fingle man was fick; and there were but a few 
who had the leaft complaint of any kind. "This," fays 
Captain Cook, in the narrative of his voyage, " was un
" doubtedly owing to the many antifcorbutic articles we 
" had on board, and to the great attention of the furgeon, 
" who was remarkably careful to apply them in time";:." 
It may juftly be added, that this was likewife owing to the 
fingular care of the Captain himfelf, and to the e'xertions 
of his authority, in enforcing the excellent regulations 
which his wifdom and humanity had adopted. 

The chief reafon for our Comm,!-nder's touching at the 
Marquefas If1ands, was to fix their fituation; that being 

'!f Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra; p. 297-305. 

the 
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-the only circumftance in which the nautical account of 
them, given in Mr. Dalrynlple's colleCtion, is deficient .. 
It was farther defirable to fettle this point, as it would lead 
to a more accurate knowledge of Mendana's other difco
veries. Accordingly, Captain Cook has marked the fitua
tion of the Marquefas with his ufual correCtnefs'i,~. He 
has alfo taken care to defcribe the particular cove in Re
folution Bay, in the ifland of St. Chriftina, which is mott 
convenient for obtaining wood and water. 

It is remarkable, with refpeCt to the inhabitants of the 
Marquefas Iflands, that, colleCtively taken, they are with""1' 
out exception the fineft race of people in this fea.Per
haps they furpafs all other nations in fymmetry of form, 
and regularity of features. It is plain, however, from the 
affinity of their language to that of Otaheite and the So
ciety HIes, that they are of the fanle origin. Of this affi
'nity the Englifh were fully fenfible, though they could not 
converfe with them; butOedidee ,vas capable of doing it 
tolerably weUt. 

From the Marquefas Captain Cook fteered for Otaheite, 
with a view of falling in with fome of the iflands difcover
ed by former navigators, and efpecially by the Dutch, the 
fituation of which had not been accurately determined. 
In the courfe of the voyage, he paffed a number of low 
iflots, conneCted together by reefs of coral rocks. One of 

.• The Marquefas Hlands, four of which were fidl: difcovered by Mendana, a 
Spaniard, are five in number, viz. La Magdalena, St. Pedro, La Dominica, Santa 
Chrifiina, and Hood's Hland, which is the northernmofi. La Dominica is the 
largeft of them, being about fifteen or fixteen leagues in circuit. Thefe iflands 
occupy one degree of latitude, and nearly half a degree in ·lo~gitude. Their latitu~e 
,is fro":! 9 to 10, and their longitude from 1380 47' to 1390 J:t weft. 

t Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 306-308. 
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the ifiands, on whic~ Lieutenant Cooper went aihore, 
with two boats well armed, was called by the natives 
Tiookea *. It had been difcovered and vifited by Captain 
Byron. The inhabitants of Tiookea are of a much darker 
colour than thofe of the higher Hlands, and appeared to be 
more fierce in their difpofitions. This may be owing to 
their manner of gaining their fubfiftence, which is chiefly 
from the fea, and to their being much expofed to the fun 
and the weather. Our voyagers obferved that they were 
.frout, well made men, and that they had marked on their 
bodies the figure of a fiih, which was a good emblem of 
their profeilion. 

Befides pailing,by St. George's Ifiands, which had been 
fo named by Captain Byron, our Commander made the 
clifcovery of four others +. Thefe he called PALLISER'S 

ISLES, in honour of his particular friend, Sir Hugh' 
Pallifer. The inhabitants feemed to be tht! fame fort of 
people as thofe of Tiookea, and, like them, were armed 
with long pikes. Captain Cook could not determine, with 
any degree of certainty, whether the group of ifies he 
had lately feen were, or were not, any of thofe that had 
been difcovered by the Dutch navigators. This was owing 
to the neglect of recording, with fufficient accuracy, the 
fituation of their difcoveries. Our Commander hath, in 
general, obferved, with regard to this part of the ocean, 
that, from the latitude of twenty down to fourteen or 
twelve, and from the meridian of a hundred and thirty
eight to a hundred and forty-eight or a hundred and fifty 

• Tiookea is fituated in the: latitude of 140 'Jf 3,0" fQuth, and the longitude of 
1#° 56' weft. -:' ~ 

t The fituation of one of them was in latit~de 15° 26' feuth, and ip. longitude 14-60 
,"0' weft. Another was in latitude ISo 27' and longitude 1460 3'. 

weft, 
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weft, it. is fo ftrewed with low iiles, that a navigator can
not proceed with too m:uch caution. 

On the twenty-fecond of April, Captain Cook reached 
the Ifland of Otaheite, and anchored in Matavai Bay. As 
his chief reafon for putting in at this place was to give 
Mr. Wales an opportunity of afcertaining the error of the 
watch by the known longitude, and to determine anew 
her rate of going, the firft object was to land the infrru
ments, and to erect tents for the reception of a guard, and 
fuch other people as it was neceffary to have on fhore. 
Sick there were none; for the refrefhments which had 
been obtained at the Marquefas had removed every com
plaint of that kind. 

From the quantity of provifions, which, contrary to ex
pectation, our Commander now found at Otaheite, he de
termined to make a longer fta y in the ifland than he had 
at firft intended. Accordingly, he took rneafures for the 
repairs of the fhip, which the high fouthern latitudes had 
rendered indifpenfably neceffary. 

During Captain Cook's fray at Otaheite, he maintained 
a moft friendly connection with the inhabitants; and a 
continual interchange of vifits was preferved between him 
and Otoo, Towha, and other chiefs of the country. His 
traffic with them was greatly facilitated by his having for
tunately brought with him forne r~d parrot feathers from 
the Bland of Arnfterdam. Thefe were jewels of high value 
in the eyes of the Otaheitans. The Captain's frock in 
trade was by this time greatly eXhaufted; fo that, if it had 
not been for the feathers, he would have found it diffi
cult to have fupplied the fhip with the neceffary refreih
ments. 

Among other entertainments which our Commander 
and 
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and the reft of the Engli1h gentlemen met with at Otaheite, 
one was a grand naval review. The veff'els of war con
.ufted of a,rhundred and fixty large double canoes, well 
equipped,manned, and armed. :; They were decorated 
with flags and ftreamers; and the chiefs, together with all 
thofe who were on the fighting ftages, were dreffed in 
their war habits. The whole fleet made a noble appear
-ance; fuch as our voyagers had never feen before in this 
.fea, or could ever have expeCted~ Befides the veffels of 
war, there were a hundred and feventy fail of fmaller 
double canoes, which feemed to be defigned for tranfports ' 
and viCtuallers. Upon each of them was a little houfe; 
and they were rigged with maft and fail, which was not 
the cafe with the war canoes. Captain Cook gue{fed that 
there were no lefs than feven thou[and feven hundred and 
fixty n1en in the whole fleet. He ,vas not able to ob
tain full information concerning the defign of this arma
ment. 

N otwithftanding the agreeable intercourfe that was, in 
general, maintained between our Commander and the 
_people of Otaheite, circumftances occafionally happened, 
which called for peculiar exertions of his prudence and re
folution. One of the natives' who had attempted to fteal a 
water-cafk from the watering-place, was caught in the 
faCt, rent on board, and put in irons. In this fituation, he 
was feenby king Otoo, and other chiefs. Captain Cook 
having lTlade known to them the crime of their country
man, Otoo entreated that he might be fet at liberty. This 
-the Captain however refufed, alleging, that fince he 
punifhed his -own, people, when they committed the leaft 
offence againft Otoo's, it was but juft that this man iliould 
alfo be punithed. As Captain Cook knew that Otoo would 

not 
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not p"dnifll him, he refolved to do it himfelf. According
ly, he directed the criminal to be carried on fhore to the 
tents, and having himfelf followed, with the Chiefs and 
other Otaheitans, he ordered the guard ont, under arms, 
and commanded the man to be tied np to a poft. Otoo 
again folicited the culprit's releafe, and in this he was 
feconded by his fifter, but in vain. The Captain expoftll
lated with him on the conduct of the man, and of the 
Indians in general; telling him, that neither he, nor 2.ny 
of the fhip's cOlupany, took the fmalleft matter of property 
from them without firft paying for it; enumerating the 
articles which the Englifh had given in exchange for fnch 
and fnch things; and urging that it was wrong in them to 
fleal from thofe who were their friends. He added, that 
the punifhing of the guilty perf on would be the means of 
faving the lives· of feveral of Otoo's people, by deterring 
them from committing crimes of the like nature, and 
thus preventing them fronl the danger of being ihot to 
death, which would certainly happen, at one time or 
other, if they perfifted in their robberies. With thefe 
arguments the king appeared to be fatisfied, and only de
fired that the man might not be killed. Captain Cook 
then directed that the croud, which was very great, fhould 
be kept at a proper diftance, and, in the prefence of theln 
all, ordered the fellow two dozen of laihes with a cat-of
nine-tails. This punifhment the nlan fuftained with great 
firmnefs, aft~r which he was fet at liberty. When the 
natives were going away, Towha called thelll back, and, 
with much gracefulnefs of action, addreffed them in a 
fpeech of nearly half an hour in length, the defign of 
which was to condemn their prefent conduct, and to re
commend a different one for the future. To make a 
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farther impreffion 'upon the' minds of the inhabitants, 
our Commander ordered his marines to go through their 
exercifes, and to load and fire in vollies with ball. As they 
were ~ery quick in their manceuvres, it is more eafy to 
conceive than to defcribe the amazement which poifeifed 
the Indians during the whole time, and efpecially thofe 
of them who had not feen any thing of the kind before. 

The judicious will difcern, with regard to this narra
tive, that it throws peculiar light on Captain Cook's cha
raCter. Nor is it an uncurious circumftance in the hiftory 
of human fociety, that a ftranger fhould thus exercife 
jurifdiCtion over the natives of a country, in the prefence 
of the prince of that country, without his authority, and 
even contrary to his folicitations. 

Another difagreeable altercation with the inhabitants 
of Otaheite, arofe from the negligence of one of the En
glifh centinels on thore. Having either flept or quitted 
his poft, an Indian feized the opportunity of carrying off 
his mufquet. When any extraordinary theft was com
mitted, it immediately excited fuch an alarm among the 
natives in general, from their fear of Captain Cook's re
fentment, that they fled from their habitations, and a 
flop was put to the traffic for provifions. On the prefent 
occafion, the Captain had no fmall degree of trouble; but, 
by his prudent conduCt, the mufquet was recovered, peace 
reftored, and commerce again opened. In the differences 
which happened with the feveral people he met with in 
his voyages, it was a rule with him, never to touch the 
leaft article of their property, any farther than to detain 
their canoes for a while, when it became abfolutely llecef
fary. He always chofe the moO: mild and· equitable me
thods of bringing them to reafon; and in this he not only 

fucceeded, 
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fucceeded, but frequently put things upon a better footing C HAP. 

than if no contention had taken place. IV. 
~ During this vifit to Otaheite, fruit and other refrefh

ments were obtained in grea~ plenty. The relief arifing -
from theln was the more agreeable and falutary, as ,the 
bread of the fui p was in a bad condition. Though the 
bifcuit had been aired and picked at New Zealand, it was 
now in fuch a ftate of decay, that it was neceffary for it to 
undergo another airing and cleaning, in which much of it 
was -found wholly rotten, and unfit to be eaten. This 
decay was judged to be owing to the ice our navigators had 
frequently taken in when to the fouthward, which made 
the hold of the veffel cold and damp, and to the great 
heat that fucceeded when they came to the north. What-
ever was the caufe, the lofs was fo confiderable, that the 
men were put to a fcanty allowance in this article, with the 
additional mortification of the bread's being bad that could 
be ufed. 

Two goats, that had been given by Captain Furneaux 
to Otoo, in the fornler part of the voyage, feelned to pro
mife fair for anfwering the purpofes for which they were 
left upon the ifiand. The ewe, foon after, had two female 
kids, which were now fo far grown as to be almoft ready 
to propagate. At the fame time, the old ewe was again 
with kid. The people were very fond of them, and they 
were in excellent condition. From thefe circumftances, 
Captain Cook entertained a hope that, in a courfe of years, 
they would multiply fa much as to be extended over all 
the ifles of the Southern Ocean. The like f uccefs did not 
attend the fueep which had been left in the country. 
Thefe fpeedily died, one excepted, which was faid to be 
yet alive. Our navigators alfo furnifhed the natives with 
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cats, having:. given ~way no lefs than twenty at Otaheite, 
befides fame which had been made prefents of at Ulietea 
and Huaheine. 

With regard to the number of tlie inhabitants of Ota
heite, our Commander colleCted, from comparing feveral 
faCts together, that, including women and children, there 
could not be lefs, in the whole ifland, than two hundred 
and four thoufand. This number, at firft fight, exceeded 
his belief. But when he came to refleCt on the vaft 
{warms of people that appeared wherever he went, he was 
convinced that the eftimate was agreeable to truth. 

Such was the friendly treatment which our voyagers 
nlet with at Otaheite, that r one of tile gunner's mates was 
induced to form a plan for remaining in the country. As 
he knew that he could not execute his {cherne with fuc
cefs while the Refolution continued in Matavai Bay, he 
took the opportunity, when file was ready to quit it, and 
the fails were fet for that purpofe, to flip overboard. Being 
a good fwimmer, he had no doubt of getting fafe to a 
canoe, which was at fame diftance ready to receive him; 
for his defign was concerted with the natives, and had 
even been encouraged by Otoo. However, he was difco
vered before he had gotten clear of the fbi p, and a boat 
being prefently hoifted out, he was taken up, and brought 
back to the veffel. When our Commander refleCted on 
this man's fituation, he did not think him very culpable, 
or his defire of flaying in the iiland fa extraordinary as 
might at firft view be imagined. He was a native of 
Ireland, and had failed in the Dutch fervice. Captain 
Cook, on his return from his former voyage, h-ad picked 
him up at Batavia, and had kept him in his employment 
ever fince. It did not appear that he had either friends 

or 
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or conneCtions which could bind him to any particular 
part of the world. All nations being alike to him, where 
could he be more happy than at Otaheite r Here, in one of 
the fineft climates of the globe, he could enjoy not only 
the neceifaries, but the h.lxuries of life, in eafe and plenty. 
The Captain feems to think, that if the man had applied 
to him in time, he might have given his confent to his 
remaining in the country. 

On the fifteenth of May, Captain Cook anchored in 
O'Wharre Harbour, in the ifland of Huaheine. He 
was immediately vifited by his friend Oree, and the fame 
agreeable intercourfe fubfifted between the Captain and 
this good old ·Chief which had formerly taken place. 
Red feathers were not here in fuch eftimation as they had 
been at Otaheite; the natives of Huaheine having the 
good {enfe to give a preference to the more ufeful arti
cles of nails and axes. During the fray of our voyagers 
in the ifland, fome alarms were occafioned by the thieviih 
difpofition of feveral of the inhabitants; but matters 
fubfided without any material confequences. A folemn 
march, which our Commander lnade through part of the 
country, at the head of forty-eight men, tended to imprefs 
the Indians with a fenfe of his power and authority.. In 
faCt, their attempts at ftealing had been too much in
vited by the indifcretion of fome of the Engliih, who 
unguardedly feparated themfelves in the woods, for the 
purpofe of killing birds; and who managed their muf
quets fo unikilfully, as to render them lefs formidable in 
the eyes of the natives. 

I cannot perfuade myfelf to omit a drarnatic entertain
ment, at which feveral of the gentlemen belonging to, the 
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e HAP. Refolution attended one evening. The piece reprefented 
IV. a girl as running away with our navigators from Otaheite; 

'- J7;4. J and the fiory was partly founded in truth; for a young 
woman had taken a paffage in the filip, down to Ulietea. 
She happened to be prefent at the reprefentation of her 
own adventures; which had fuch an effect upon her, that 
it was with great difficulty that !he could be prevailed 
upon by the Englifh gentlemen to fee the play out, or 
to refrain from tears while it was acting. The piece 
concluded with the reception which file was fuppofed 
to meet with from her friends at her return; and it was 
a reception that was by no means favourable. As thefe 
people, when they fee occafion, can add little extempore 
pieces to their entertainments, it is reafonable to imagine 
that the reprefentation now defcribed was intended as a 
fatire againft the girl, and to difcourage others from fol
lowing her fieps. Such is the fente which they enter
tain of the propriety of female decorum. 

During Captain Cook's fiay at Huaheine, bread-fruit, 
- cocoa-nuts, and other vegetable productions were procured 

in abundance, but not a fufficiency of hogs to fupply the 
daily expence of the fhip. This was, partly owing to a 
want of proper articles for traffic. The Captain was obli
ged, therefore, to fet the fmiths at work, to make different 
forts of nails, iron tools, and inftruments, in .order to enable 
him to obtain refrefhments at the ifiands he was yet to 
vifit, and to fupport his credit and influence among the 
natives. 

When our Commander was ready to fail from Huaheine, 
Oree was the laft man that went out of the veffel. At 
parting, Captain Cook told- him that they fhould meet 

each 
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each other no more; at which he wept, and faid, " Let 
" your fons come, we will treat them well." 

At Ulietea, to which the Captain next direCted his 
courfe, the events that occurred were nearly fimilar to 
thofe which have already been related. He had always 
been received by the people of this iiland in the moil: 
hofpitable manner, and they were juftly entitled to every 
thing which it was in his power to grant. Theyexpreifed 
the deepeil: concern at his departure, and were continu
all y importuning him to return. Oreo the Chief, and 
his wife and daughter, but efpecially the two latter, fcarce
ly ever ceafed weeping. Their grief was fo exceffive, that 
it might perhaps be doubted whether it was entirely 
fincere and unaffected; but our Commander was of opi
nion that it was real. At length, when he was ready to 
fail, they took a moil: affectionate leave. Oreo's laft requeil: 
to Captain Cook was that he would return; and when he 
could not obtain a promife to that effect, he aiked the 
name of his burying-place. To this ftrange queftion the 
Captain anfwered, without hefitation, that it was Stepney; 
that being the pariih in which he lived when in London. 
Mr. Fodler, to whom the fame queftion was propofed, 
replied, with greater wifdom and recollection, that no 
man, who ufed the fea, could fay where he fhould be 
buried. 

As our Commander could not promife, or even then 
fuppofe, that more Englifh fhips would be fent to the fou
thern iiles, Oedidee, who for fo many nlonths had been 
the faithful companion of our navigators, chofe to remain 
in his native country. But he left them with a regret 
fully demonftrative of his efteem and affection, nor could 
any thing have tOfn him from them, but the fear of never 

returning. 
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returnirig. - When Oreo preifed fo a.rdently Captain Cook'~' 
return, he fometimes gave fuch anfwers'as left room for 
hope. At' thefe anfwers Oedidee would eagerly catch, 
take him" on one fide, and afk him over again. The Cap-' 
tain declares, that he had not words to defcribe the an
guifh which appeared in this young man's bieaft, when he 
went away. "He looked up at the filip, burft into tears, 
and then funk down into the canoe." Oedidee was a youth 
of good parts, and of a docile, gentle, and humane difpo
fition; but as he was almoft wholly ignorant of the reli
gion, government, manners, cuftoms, and traditions of his 
countrymen, and the neighbouring ifiands, no material 
knowledge could have been colleCted from him, had our 
Commander brought him away. He would, however, in 
every refpeCt, have been a better fpecimen of the nation 
than Omai. 

When Captain Cook firft came to thefe iilands, he had 
fome thoughts of vifiting' Tupia's famous Bolabola. But 
having obtained a plentiful fupply of refrefhments, and 
the route he had in view allowing him' no time to [pare, 
he laid this defign afide, and direCted his courfe to the 
weft. Thus did he take his leave, as he then thought, for 
ever, of thefe happy iiles, on which benevolent nature has 
fpread her luxuriant fweets with a lavifh hand; and in 
which the natives, copying the bounty of Providence, are 
equally liberal; being ready to contribute plentifully and 
chearfully to the wants of navigators ';;". 

'" Cook, ubi (upra, p. 312-378. . 
From Mr. Wales's obfervations it appeared, that, during five months, in 

which the watch had paIred through the extrellles of heat and cold, it went better in 
the cold than in the hot climates. 
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On the fixth of June, the day after our voyagers left 
Ulietea, they faw land, which they found to be a low reef 
ifland, about four leagues in compafs, and of a. circular 
form. This was Howe ifiand, which had been difcovered 
by Captain Wallis #. Nothing remarkable occurred from 
this day to the fixteenth, when land was again feen. It 
was another reef ifland; and being a new difcovery, Cap
tain Cook gave it the name of PALMERS TON ISLAND, in 
honour of Lord Palmerfron t. On the twentieth, freih 
land appeared, which was perceived to be inhabited. 
This induced our Commander to go on fhore with a 
party of gentlemen; but the natives were found to be 
fierce and untraetable. All endeavours to bring them 
to a parley ~ere to no purpofe; for they came on with the 
ferocity of wild boars, and infrantly threw their darts. 
Two or three mufquets difcharged in the air, did not 
prevent one of them from advancing frill farther, and 
throwing another dart, or rather a fpear, which paffed 
dofe over Captain Cook's fhoulder. The courage of this 
man had nearly coit him his life. When he threw his 
fpear, he was not five paces from the Captain, who had 
refolved to fhoot him for his own prefervatiol1. It hap
pened, however, that his mufquet miffed fire; a circum
france on which he afterwards refleeted with pleafure. 
When he joined his party, and tried his mufquet in the 
air, it went off perfeetly well. This ifland, from the dif
pofition and behaviour of the natives, with whom no in
tercourfe could be efrablifhed, and from whom no benefit 
could be received, was called by our Commander SA v AGE 

* Its latitude is 160 4-61 fouth, and its longitude 1540 8' weft. 
t It is fltuated in latitude 1804' fouth, and in longitude 1630 Hl weft. 
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ISLAND ';\'. It is about eleven leagues in circuit; is of a 
round form, and good height; and has deep waters clofe 
to its fhores. Among its other difadvantages, it is not fur ... 
ilithed with a harbour. 

In purfuing his courfe to the weft-fouth-weft, Captain 
Cook paired by a number of fmall ii1ands, and, on the 
twenty-fixth, anchored on the north fide of Anamocka, 
or Rotterdanl. A traffic immediately commenced with the 
natives, who brought what provifions they had, being 
chiefly yams and fhaddocks, which they exchanged for 
nails, beads, and other fmall articles. Here, as in many 
former cafes, the Captain was put to fome trouble on 
account of the thievifh difpofition of the inhabitants. As 
they had gotten poireffion of an adze and two mufquets, he 
found it neceifary to exert himfelf with peculiar vigour, in 
order to oblige them to make reftitution. For this' pur
pofe he commanded all the marines to be armed, and fent 
on fhore; and the refult of this meafure was, that the 
things which had been ftolen were reftored. In the con
teft, Captain Cook was under a neceffity of firing fome 
fmall fhot at a native who had diftinguifhed himfelf by 
his refiftance. His countrymen afterwards reported that 
he was dead; but he was only wounded, and that not in a 
dangerous manner. Though his fufferings were the effetl:s 
of his own mifbehaviour, the Captain endeavoured to 
foften them, by making him a prefent, and diretl:ing his 
wounds to be dreifed by the furgeon of the fhip. 

The £lrft time that our Commander landed at Ana ... 
mocka, an old lady prefented him with a girl, and gave 
him to underftand that fhe was at his fervice. Mifs, who 

• Its fituation is in latitude 190 I' fouth, and in longitude 1690 37' weft. 
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had previoufly been inftruCted, wanted a fpike-nail, or a 
ihirt, neither of which he had to give her; and he flatter
ed himfelf that, by making the two women fenfible of his 
poverty, he fuould eafily get clear of their importunities. 
In this, however, he was miftaken. The favours of the 
)ioung lady were offered upon credit; and on his declining 
the propofal, the old woman began to argue with him, 
and then to abufe him. As far as he could colleCt from 
her countenance and her actions, the defign of her fpeech 
was both to ridicule and reproach him, for refufing to en
tertain fo fine a young woman. Indeed, the girl was by 
no means deftitute of beauty; but Captain Cook found it 
more eafy to withftand her allurements than the abufes 
of the ancient matron, and therefore haftened into his 
boat. 

While the Captain was on fuore at Anamocka, he got the 
names of twenty iflands, which lie between the north-weft 
and the north-eaft. Some of them were in fight; and 
two of them, which are moft to the weft, are remarkable 
on account of their great height. Thefe are Amattafoa 
and Oghao. From a continual column of fmake which 
was feen daily afcending from the middle of Amattafoa, it 
was j lldged that there was a volcano in that ifland. 

Anamocka was firft difcovered by Tafman, and by him 
was named Rotterdam .;~. It is of a triangular form, and 
each fide extends about three and a half or four miles. 
From the north-weft to the fouth of the ifiand, round by 
the eaft and north, it is encompaffed by a number of [mall 
ifles, fand-banks, and breakers. An end could not be feen 

*' It is fituated in the latitud~ of 20° IS' fouth, and the longitude of J74° 31' 
weft. 
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to their extent to the north, and they may poffibly reach 
as far to the fouth as Amfterdam, or Tongataboo. To
gether with Middleburg, or Eaoowe, and Pilftart, there 
form a group, containing about three degrees of latitude, 
and two of longitude. To this group Captain Cook had 
given the nanle of the Friendly HIes, or Archipelago, 
from the firm alliance and friendihip which feemed to 
fubfii1: among their inhabitants, and from their courteous 
behaviour to ftrangers. The fame group may perhaps be 
extended much farther, even down to Bo[cawen and Kep
pel's HIes, which were difcovered by Captain Wallis, and 
lie nearly in the fame meriilian .;i<. 

Whilft our Commander was at Anamocka, he was par
ticularly affidpous to prevent the introduction of a certain 
diforder. As fome of his people brought with them the 
remains of this difeafe from the Society liles, he pro
hibited the~ from having any female_ intercourfe; and he 
had reafon to believe that his endeavours were fuccefsful. 

The producti0ns of Rotterdam, and the perfons, man
ners, and cuftoms of its inhabitants, are fimilar to thofe of 
Amfterdam. It is not, however, equally plentiful in its 
fruits, nor is every part of it in fo high a fiate of cul
tivation. Neither hath it arifen to the fame degree of 
wealth, with regard to cloth, matting, ornaments, and 
other articles, which conftitute the chief riches of the 
iilanders of the Southern Ocean t. 

Purfuing their courfe to the weft, our navigators dif- -
I Juiy. covered land on the firft of July; and, upon a nearer ap

proach, found it to be a fmall ifiand, to which, on account 

* In the latitude of I 50 53'. 
t Captain Cook's Voyage towards the South Pole, and round the W orId, Vol. II. 

p. 1-21. 
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of the number of turtle that were feen upon the ((nft, 
Captain Cook gave the name of TURTLE ISLE 'i:. On the 
fixteenth, high land was feen bearing fouth-weft, which 
no one doubted to be the Auftralis del Efpiritu Santo of 
Quiros, and which is called by M. de Bougainville the 
Great Cyclades. After exploring the co aft for fome days, 
the Captain came to an anchor, in a harbour in the ifland 
of Mallicol10. One of his firft objeCts was to commence a 
friendly intercourfe with the natives; but, while he was 
thus employed, an accident occurred which threw all into 
confufion, though in the end it was rather, advantageous 
than hurtful to the Engliili. A fellow in a canoe, having 
been refufed admittance into one of our boats, bent his 
bow to fhoot a poifoned arrow at the boat-keeper. 80lne 
of his countrymen having prevented his doing it at that 
inftant, time was given to acquaint our Comnlander with 
the tranfaction, who immediately ran upon deck. At this 
minute, the Indian had directed his bow to the boat
keeper; but upon being caned to by Captain Cook, he 
pointed it at him. ,Happily, the Captain had a mufquet 
in his hand loaded with fmall ihot, and gave him the con
tents. By this, however, he was only fraggered for a 
moment; for he frill held his bow in the attitude of 
fuooting. A fecond difcharge of the fame nature made 
him drop it, and obliged him, together with the other 
natives who were in the canoe, to paddle off with all 
poflible celerity. At this time, fome of the inhabitants 
began to £hoot arrows from another quarter. A mnfquet 
difcharged in the air had no effect upon them; but 110 

.. It is fituated.in latitude 19° 48' fouth, and ill/longitude 1780 2' wefi. 
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fooner was a four--pound ball fuOt over their heads than 
they fled in the ntmoft confnfion. 

A few hours after thefe tranfaCtions, the Engliih put 
off in two boats, and landed in the face of four or five 
hundred people, who were affembled on the fhore; and 
who, though they were all armed with bows and arrows, 
clubs and fpears, made not the leaft oppofition. On the 
contrary, when they faw Captain Cook advance with 
nothing but a green branch in his hand, one of them, 
who appeared to be a chief, giving his bow and arrows 
to another, met the Captain in the water, bearing alfo a 
green branch. '! Thefe being mutually exchanged in token 
of friend1hip, the Chief led our Commander to the crowd, 
to whom he immediate~y diftributed prefents. The Ina
rines, in the mean time, were drawn up on the beach. 
Captain Cook then acquainted the Indians, by figns, that 
he wanted wood; and in the fame manner permiffion' 
was granted him to cut down the trees. 

Much traffic could not be carried on with thefe people, 
becaufe they fet no value on nails, or iron tools, or, in
deed, on any of the articles which out navigators could 
furniih. In fuch exchanges as they did Inake, and which 
were principally of arrows for pieces of cloth, they dif
tinguifhed themfelves by their honefty. When the 1hip 
had begun to fail from the ifland, and· they Inight eafil y, 
in confequence of their canoes dropping aftern, have avoid
ed delivering the things they had been paid for, they 
ufed their utmoft efforts to get up with her, that they 
might difcharge their obligations~ :.;.~One man, in parti
cular, followed the Refolution a confiderable time, and did 
not reach her till the objeCt which brought him was for
gotten. As foon as he came alongfide the veifel, he held 

up 
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up the thing :which had been purchafed; and though feve
ralof the crew offered to buy it, he infifted upon deliver
ing it to the perfon to whom it had been fold. That per
fan, not knowing him again, would have given fomething 
in return; but this he refufed, and 1hewed him what he 
had before received. There was only a fingle inftance in 
which the natives took, or even attempted to take, any 
thing from our voyagers, by any means whatever; and in 
that cafe reftitution was immediately made, without trou
ble and without altercation. 

The inhabitants of Mallicollo, in general, are the moil: 
ugly and ill-proportioned people that Captain Cook had 
ever feen, and are in every refpeCt different from all 
the nations which had been met with in the Southern 
Ocean. They are a very dark-coloured, and rather a dimi
nutive race, with long heads, fiat faces, and countenances 
which have fome refemblance to that of the monkey. 
Their hair, which is moftly black or brown, is fhort and 
curly; but not altogether fo foft and woolly as that of a 
negro. The difference of this people from any whom 
our Commander had yet vifited, appeared not only in their 
perfons but their language. Of about eighty words which 
were- collected by Mr. Forfter, fcarcely one was found to 
bear any affinity to the language fpoken in any country or 
ifiand hitherto defcribed. It was obferved by Captain 
Cook, that the natives could pronounce moft of the En .. 
glifh words with great eafe. They had not fo much as a 
name for a dog, and knew nothing of that animal; for 
which reafoR the Captain left them a dog and a bitch; 
and as they were very fond of them, it was highly pro
bable that the breed would be foftered and encreafed. 

To 
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To the harbour, 'in which our Ccminiander anchored, 
while he lay at Mallicollo, he gave the name of PORT 
SANDWICH ,;~. It has many advantages, with ~ regard to 
depth of water, 'ineIter from winds, and lying fo near the 
:!hore as to be a cover to thofe of a fhip's'company who 
may be carrying on any neceffary operations at landt. 

Soon after our navigators had gotten to fea, which was 
on the twenty-third of July, they difcovered three or four 
fmall iilands, that before had appeared to be connected. At 
this time the Refolution was not far from the Iile of 
Ambrym, the lile o~ Paoom, and the Iile of A pee. On 
the next morning, feveral ~ore ifiands weredifcovered, 
lying off the fouth-eaft point of Apee, and conftituting a 
group which Captain Cook called SHEPHERD'S ISLES, in 
·honour of his learned and valuable friend, Dr. Shepherd, 
Plumian Profeffor of Aftronomy at Cambridge. The fhip 
was this day in fome danger. It fuddenly fell calm, and 
our voyagers were left to the mercy of the current, clofe 
by the iiles, where no foundings could be found with a 
line of a hundred and eighty fathoms. The lands or 
iilands, which lay around the veffel in every direction, 
were fo numerous that they could not be counted. At 
this crifls a breeze fprung up, which happily relieved the 
Captain and his company from the anxiety the calm had 
occafloned. 

Amidft the number of iflands, that were continually 
feen by our navigators, there was only one on which no .. . . 

* It is fituated on the north-eail fide of Mallicollo, not far from the fouth-eaft end, 
in latitude 16° 2S' 20" fouth, and longitude 16t 57' 23" eafr. 

t Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 23-37' 
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inhabitants were difcerned. This confifted chiefly of a C HAP. 
retnarkable peaked rock, which was only acceffible to ~ 
birds, and which obtained the name of the MONUMENT. 1774-. 

In the farther courfe of the fhip to the fouthward, our 
navigators drew near to certain lands, which they found to 
confift of one large ifland, the fouthern and weftern extre
mities of which extended beyond their fight. Three or 
four fmaIler ones layoff its north fide. To the two prin
cipal of thefe Captain Cook gave the name of MONTAGU 
and HINCHINBROOK; and the large ifland he named SAND
WICH, in honour of his noble patron the Earl of Sandwich. 
This ifland, which was fpotted with woods and lawns, 
agreeably diverfified over the whole furface, and which 
had a gentle flope from the hills down to the fea-coaft, 
exhibited a moil: beautiful and delightful profpect. The 
examination of it was not, however, fo much an object 
with our Commander, as to proceed to the fouth, in order 
to find the fouthern extremity of the Archipelago. 

Purfuing his difcoveries, Captain Cook came in fight 
of an ifland, which was afterwards known to be called by 
the natives Erromango. After coafting it for three days, 
he brought his veifel to anchor in a bay there, on the 
third of Auguft. The next day, he went with two boats 3 Auguft. 

to examine the co aft, and to look for a proper landing- .... 
place, that he might obtain a fupply of wood and water. At 
this time, the inhabitants began to affemble on the ihore, 
and by figns to invite our people to land. Their beha-
viour was apparently fo friendly, that the Captain was 
charmed with it; and the only thing which could give 
him the leaft fufpicion was, that moil: of them were armed 
with clubs, [pears, darts, and bows and arrows. He did 
not, therefore, remit his vigilance; but kept his eye COll-

00 tinually 
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c a A P. tinually upon the Chief, watching his looks, as well as his ac-
IV. tions. It foon was evident that the intentions of the Indians 

&....--.-...I were totally hoftile. They made a violent attempt to feize 
J774· 

upon one of the boats; and though"on our Commander's 
pointing a mufquet at them, they in fome meafure defified, 
yet they returned in an inftant, feemingly determined to 
carry their defign into execution.. At the head of the 
party was the Chief; while others, who could not come 
at the boat, frood behind with darts, frones, and bows and 
arrows in hand, ready to fupport their countrymen: As 
figns and threats had no effeCt, the fafety of Captain Cook 
and his people became the only objeCt of confideration; 
and 'yet he was unwilling to fire on the multitude. He 
refolved, therefore, to make the Chief alone the victim of 
his own treachery, and accordingly, aimed his mufquet at 
him; but at this critical moment it miffed fire. This cir
cumftance encouraged the natives to defpife our weapons, 
and to fuow the fuperiority of their own, by throwing 
frones and darts, and by fuooting aHOWS. Hence it be
came abfolutely neceifary for the Captain to give orders to 
1!is men to fire upon the aifailants. Tht( firft difcharge 
threw them into confufion; but a fecond was fcarcely fuf
ficient to drive them off the beach. In confequence of this 
fkirmifh, four of the Indians lay, to all appearance, dead 
on the fuore. However, two of them were afterwards 
perceived to crawl into the bufues; and it was happy for 
thefe people that not half of the nlufquets of the Englifh 
would go off, fince otherwife many more muft have fallen. 
The inhabitants were, at length, fo terrified as to make no 
farther appearance; and two oars, which had been loft in 
the confliCt, were left ftanding up againft the bufhes. 

It was obferved of thefe iflanders, that they feemed of 
a different 
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a different race from thofe of Mallicollo, and that they fpoke 
a different language. They are of a middle fize; with a 
good fhape, and tolerable features. Their colo'uI' is very 
dark; and their afpect is not mended by a cufiom they 
have of painting their faces, fome with a black, and others 
with a red pigment. As to their hair, it is curly and crifp, 
and fomewhat woolly. The few women who were feeD., 
and who appeared to be ugly, wore a kind of petticoat, 
made either of palm leaves or of a plant fi1l1ilar in its na
ture; but the men, like thofe of Mallicollo, were almoft 
entirely naked. On account of the treacherous behaviour 
of the inhabitants of Erromango, Captain Cook called a 
promontory, or peninfula, near which the fkirmifh hap.,. 
pened, TRAITOR'S HEAD ";c. 

From this place the Captain failed for an ifland which 
had been difcovered before, at a difiance, and at which, on 
atcount of his wanting a large quantity of wood and water, 
he was refolved to make fome fray. At firfi the natives 
were difpofed to be very hofiile; but our Commander, 
with equal wifdom and humanity, contrived to terrify 
them; without danger to their" lives. This was principally 
effected by firing a few great guns, at which they were fo 
much alarmed, as afterwards to be brought to tolerable 
order. Among thefe iilanders, many were inclined to be 
on friendly terms with olir navigators, and efpedally the 
old people; whilft moft of the younger were daring and 
infolent, and obliged the Englifh to keep to their arms. 
It was natural enough that age fhould be prudent and 
cautious; and youth bold and impetuous; and yet this 
diftinCtion, with regard to the behaviour of the various 

'* It is the north-eaft point of the ifland, and is fituated in the latitude of 180 43' 
fouth, and the 10ngitude of 1690 28' eaft. 
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nations which h~d been vifited by Captain Cook, had not 
occurred before. 

The i:fland where the Captain now _flayed, was found, 
upon enquiry, to be called, by the inhabitants, Tanna; and 
three others in its neighbourhood, and which could be 
feen fron1 it, were diftingui:flled by the names of Immer, 
Erronan or Footoona, and Annatom. 

From fuch information of the natives as our Com
mander could fee no reafon to doubt, it appeared that cir
cumcifion was practifed among them, and that they were 
eaters of human fleih. Concerning the latter fubject, he 
iliould never have thought of a:lking them a fingle quef
tion, if they had not introduced it themfelves, by enquir- . 
ing whether the Engliili had the fame cuftom. It hath 
been argued, that neceffity alone could be the origin of 
this horrid practice. But as the people of Tannet are 
poifeifed of fine pork and fowls, together with an abun
dance of roots and fruits, the plea of neceffity cannot be 
urged in their behalf. In fact, no inftance was feen of 
their eating human Beili; and, therefore, there might, 
perhaps, be fome reafon to hefitate, in pronouncing, them 
to be cannibals. . 

By degrees the inhabitants grew fo courteous and civil, 
as to permit the Englifh gentlemen to ramble about in the 
ikirts of the woods, and to ilioot in them, without afford- . 
ing them the leaft moleftation, or fuewing any di:flike. 
One day, fome boys of the iiland h~ving gotten behind 
thickets, and thrown two or th~ee flones at our people 
who were cutting wood, they were fired at by the petty 
officers on duty. Captain Cook, who was tl;en on ihore, 
was alarmed at the report of the mufquets; and, when he 
was informed of the caufe,' was much difpleafed that fQ 

wanton 
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wanton an ufe f40uld be made of our fire-arms. Proper 
meafures were taken by him to prevent fuch conduCt for 
the future. 

In the ifland of Tanna was a volcano, which fometitnes 
made a dreadful noife, and, at each explofion, which hap
pened every three or four minutes, threw up fire and 
fmoke in prodigious columns. At one time, great ftones 
were feen high in the air. At the foot of the hill were 
feveral hot fprings; and on the fide of it Mr. Forfter 
found fome places whence fmoke of a fulphureous fmell 
iffued, through cracks or fiffilres of the- earth. A thermo
meter, that was placed in a little hole made in one of them, 
and which in the open air ftood only at eighty, rofe to a 
hundred and feventy. In another inftance, the mercury 
Fofe to a hundred and ninety-one. Our Commander be
ing defirous of getting a near and good view of the vol
cano, fet out with a party for that purpofe. But the gen
tlemen met with fo man y obftrnCl:ions from the inhabitants, 
who were jealous of their penetrating far into the country, 
that they thought proper to return. For this jealoufy of 
the ifianders Captain Cook, in his narrative, has made a 
very judicious and candid apology. 

It is obfervable, with refpeCl: to the volcano of Tanna, 
that it is not on the ridge of the hill to which it belongs, 
but on its fide. Nor is tJ::at hill the higheft in the coun
try; for there are others near it of more than double its 
height. It was in moift and wet weather that the volcano 
was moft violent. 

When our Commander was ready to fail from Tanna, 
an event happened, which gave him much concern. Juft 
as our people were getting fome logs into the boat, four 
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C HAP. or fi ve ~f the natives> ftepped forward to fee what tb,ey. 
IV. were doing. In confequence of the Indiap.s not being 

"-----J allowed to come within certain limits, the centinel ordered 
J774' , them back, upon which they readily complied. At this 

thoe, Captain Cook, who had his eyes fixed, upon them, 
,<;>bferved th~ centry prefent his piec~ to the men. The 
Captain wa .. s go~ng to reprov~ him for this action, when, 
to h~s inexpreffl.1?le aftoniihm~nt, the centry fired. An 
attack fo caufe1efs and extraordinary natu;r""ll y threw the 
natives into great confufion. Moil: of them fled, and 
it wa? with difficulty: that our Commander could' prevail 
~pon a few of them to remain. As they ran off, he per
ceived one of them to fall, who was imtpediately lifted up 
by two others, who took him into the water, wafhed his 
wound, J and then led. him off. The wounded per-fon not: 
being carried far, Captain Cook fent for the (urgeon of the: 
ihip, and accompanied him to the man, whom they found 
expiring. The rafcal that had fired pretended that an 
Indian had laid an arrow acrofs his bow, and wasgoing to 
fhoot at him; fa· that he apprehended himfelf to be in 
danger. This,. h9wever, was nO,.l11ore than what. the' 
ifianders had always done, to fhc::!w that theyw.ere armed
as well_as our voyagers. What rendered the prefent.inci
dent the more unfortunate was, that it was not the man 
who bept the bow, but one who fiood,'near him, that was 
filot by the centry. 

The harbour where the Captain anchored, during.his 
fray at Tanna, was called by him PORT RESOLUTIQN,after, 
the name of the filip, ihe being the firft veffel by which it 
was ever entered. It is no more than a little creek, three 
quarters of a mile in length, and about half that fpace in 

breadth. 
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breadth~~. No place can exceed it in its convenience for 
taking in wood and water, which are both clofe to the 
fi"lore. The inhabitant of the ifiand, with whom our 
Commander had the moft frequent and frierldly connec
tion~, was named Paowang. 

Very little trade could be carried on with the people of 
Tanna. They had not the leaft knowledge of iron; and 
confequently nails, tools, and other articles made of that 
metal, and which are fo greedily fought for in the more 
eaftern HIes, were here of no confideration. Cloth could 
be of no fervice to perfons who go naked. 

Among the produCtions of the ifland, there is reafon to 
believe that the nutmeg-tree might be mentioned. This is 
colleCted from the circumftance of Mr. Forfter's having 
iliot a pigeon, in the craw of which a wild nutm~g was 
difcovered. However, though he took fo_me pains to 
find the tree, his endeavours were not attended with 
fuccefs. 

It was at firft thought by our navigators, that the 
inhabitants of Tanna' were a race between the natives 
of the Friendly Iflanas, and thofe of Mallicollo; but by 
a iliort acquaintance with theln they were convinced that 
they had little or no affinity to either, excepting in their 
hair. Some few men, women, and children were feen, 
whofe hair refembled that of the Englifh. With regard, 
however, to thefe perfons it was obvious, that they were 
of another nation; and it was underftood that they came 
from Erronan. Two languages were found to be fpoken 
in Tanna. One of them, which appeared to have been 

'* It is fituated on the nortn fioe of the mofi: eaftern point of the ifland, in the lati

tude of 190 32' ').5/1 t fouth, and in the longitude of 1690 H' 35" eall. 
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introduced from Erronan, is nearly, if not exactly, the 
fame with that of the Friendly lfiands. The other, which 
is the proper language of the country, and which is judged 
to be peculiar to Tanna, Erromango, and Annatom, is dif
ferent from any that had hitherto been met with by our 
voyagers. 

The people of Tanna are of the middle fize, and for the 
moil: part flender. There are few tall or ftout men among 
them. In general, they have good features and agreeable 
countenances. Like all the tropical race, they are aCtive 
and nimble; and feern to excel in the ufe of arms, but not 
to be fond of labour. With refpeCt to the management of 
their weapons, Mr. Wales hath made an obfervation fo 
honourable to Homer, that were I to omit it, I fhould not 
be forgiven by my c1affical readers. "I muft confefs," 
fays Mr. Wales, " I have often been led to think the feats 
" which Homer. reprefents his heroes as performing v(ith 
" their fpears, a little too much of the marvellous to be ad
"mitted into an heroic poem; I mean when confined 
" within the frrait frays of Ariftotle. Nay, even fo great 
" an advocate for him as Mr. Pope, acknowledges them to 
" be furprizing. But fince I have feen what thefe people 
"can do with their wooden fpears, and them badly point
" ed, and not of a hard nature, I have not the leaft excep
" tion to anyone paffage in that great poet on this account. 
" But if I fee fewer exceptions, I can find infinitely more 
" beauties in him; as he has, I think, fcarcely an aCtion, 
"circumftance, or defcription of any kind whatever, re
" lating to a fpear, which I have not feen and r~cognized 
"among thefe people; as, their whirling motion, and 
" whiftling noife, as they fly; their quivering motion, as 
" they frick in the ground when they fall; their meditat-

" ing 
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" ing their aim, when they are going to throw; and their 
" ihaking thelll in their hand as they go along ~\< ." 

On the twentieth of Auguft Captain Cook failed from 
Tanna, and employed all the remainder of the month in a 
farther examination of the iflands around him. He had 
now finifued his furvey of the whole Archipelago, and had 
gained a knowledge of it infinitely fuperior to what had ever 
been attained before .. The northern iilands of this Archi
pelago were firft difcovered in 1606, by. that eminent navi
gator Quiros, who confidered them as part of the fouthern 
continent, which, at that time, and till very lately, was 
fuppofed to exift. M. de Bougainville was the next perfon 
by whom they were vifited, in 1768. This gentleman, 
however, befides landing in the Iile of Lepers, only rnade 
the difcovery that the country was not connected, but 
compofed of iflands, which he called the Great Cyclades. 
Captain Cook, befides afcertaining the fituation and extent 
of thefe iflands, added to them feveral new ones which had 
hitherto been unknown, and explored the whole. He 
thought, therefore, that he had obtained a right to name 
them; and accordingly he beftowed upon them the appella
tion of the NEW HEBRIDES t. His title to this honour will 
not be difputed in any part of Europe, and certainly not 

• Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 38-84. 
t They are fituated between the latitude of 14.° 29' and 20° 4' fouth, and between 

166° 41' and 170021' eafr longitude, and extend a hundred and twenty.five leagues, 
in the direCtion of north-north-wefr i wefr, and fouth-fouth-eafr i eafr. The princi
pal iflands of the New Hebrides, for an account of which the reader is referred to 
Captain Cook's voyage, are, the Peak of the Etoile, Tierra del Efpiritu Santo, Malli

coHo, St. Bartholomew, the HIe of Lepers, Aurora, Whitfuntide IfIe, Ambrym, 

Paoom, Apee, Three Hills, Sandwich, Erromango, Tanna, Immer, and An. 
natoma 
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by fo enlightened and liberal a people as the French na .. 
tion. 

The feafon of the year now rendered it neceifary for our 
Commander to return to the fouth, while he had yet fome 
time to explore any land he Inight meet with between the 
New Hebrides and New Zealand; at which Iail: place he 
intended to touch, that he might refreih his people, and 
renew his il:ock of wood and water for another fouthern 
courfe. With this view, he failed on the firil: of Septem
ber, and on the fourth land was difcovered; in a harbour 
belonging to \vhich the Refolution came to an anchor the 
next day. The defign of Captain Cook was not only to 
vifit the country, but to have an opportunity of obferving 
an eclipfe of the fun, ,,,hich was foon to bappen. An in
tercourfe immediately commenced with the inhabitants, 
who, during the whole of the Captain's fray, behaved in a 
very civil and friendly manner. In return, he was folici
tous to render. them every fervice in his power. To Tea
booma the Chief, he fent, among other articles, a dog and 
a bitch, both young, but nearly full grown. It was fome 
time before Teabooma could believe that the two animals 
were intended for him; but when he was convinced of it, 
he was loft in an excefs of joy. Another, and frill more 
valuable prefent, was that of a young boar and {ow; 
which, on account of the abfence of the Chief when they 
were brought to land, were received with great hefitation 
and ceremony. 

The hft time that our Commander went on fhore at 
this place, he ordered an infcription to be cut on a large 
tree, fetting forth the name of the fhip, the date of the 
year, and other circumfbnces, \vhich teftified that the 
Englifh were the firft difcoverers of the country. This he 

had 
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had before done, wherever fuch a ceremony feemed ne
ceffary. How the ifiand was called by the natives, our 
voyagers could never l~arn; and, therefore, Captain Cook 
gave it the name of NEW CALEDONIA. The inhabitants 
are thong, robuil, aetive, and well made. With regard to 
the origin of the nation, the Captain judged them to be a 
race between the people of Tanna and the Friendly Ifies ; 
or between thofe of Tanna and the New Zealanders; or all 
three. Their language is in fome refpects a mixture of 
them all,;:. In their difpofition they are courteous and 
obliging; and they are not in the leail addiCted to pilfering, 
which is more than can be afferted concerning any other 
nation in this fea. 

The women of New Caledonia, and thofe likewife of 
Tanna, were found to be much chailer than the fenlales 
of the more eailern ifiands. Our COlnmander never heard 
that the leaft favour was obtained from them by anyone 
of his cOlnpany. Sometimes, indeed, the women would 
exercife a little coquetry, but they went no farther. 

The botanifts of the fhip did not here complain for want 
of employment. They were diligent in, their refearch
es, and their labours were amply rewarded. Every day 
brought fome acceffion to botanical knowledge, or that of 
other branches of natural hinory +. 

Every thing being ready to put to fea, Captain Cook 
weighed anchor on the thirteenth of September, with the 
purpofe of examining the co aft of New Caledonia. In 
pur[uing t~is objeCt, by which he was enabled to add 

*' Mr. Forfl:er is of opinion that the language of the New Caledonians is totally 
different from that of any other nation which had yet been feen in the voyage. 

t Cook, ubi fupra, p. 85-127. 
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greatly to nautical and geographical knowledge, the Refo .. 
lution was more than once in danger of being loft; and 
particularly, in the night of the twenty-eighth of the 
month, fhe had a narrow efcape. Our navigators, on this 
occafion, were much alarmed; and day-light ihewed that 
their fears had not been ill founded. Indeed, breakers had 
been continually under their lee, and at a fmall diftance 
from them; fo that they were in the moft imminent 
danger. "We owed our fafety," fays the Captain, " to 
" the interpofition of Providence, a good look-out, and the 
" very briik. manner in which the fhip was managed." 

Our Commander now began to be tired of a co aft which 
he could no longer explore but at the rifque of lofing the 
veifel, and ruining the whole voyage. He determined, 
however, not to leave it, till he knew of what kind fome 
groves of trees were, which, by their uncommon ap-
pearance, had occafioned much fpeculation, and had been 
miftaken, by feveral of the gentlemen, for bifaltes. Cap
tain Cook was the more folicitous to afcertain the point, as 
thefe trees appeared to be of a fort which might be ufeful 
to ihipping, and had not been feen any where but in the 
fouthern parts of New Caledonia. They proved to be a 
fpecies of fpruce pine, very proper for fpars, which were 
then wanted. The difcovery was valuable, as, except
ing New Zealand, there was not an ifland known, in the 
South Pacific Ocean, where a fhip could fupply herfelf 
with a maft or yard, to whatever diftrefs fhe might be 're
duced. It was the opinion of the carpenter of the Refolu-
tion, who was a maft-luaker as well as a ihipwright, that 
very d;ood mails might be made from the trees in queftion. 
The wood of them, which is white, clofe-grained, tough, 
and light, is well adapted to that purpofe. One of the 

fmall 
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fmall iflands where the trees were found, was called by the 
Captain the ISLE OF PINES. To another, on ac~ount of its 
affording fufficient employment to the botanifts, during 
the little time they ftayed upon it, he gave the name of 
BOT ANY ISLE. ' 

Captain Cook now took into ferious confideration what 
was farther to be done. He had pretty well detern1ined 
the extent of the fouth-weft co aft of New Caledonia, and 
would gladly have proceeded to a more accurate furvey of 
the whole, had he not been deterred, not only by the 
dangers he muft encounter, but by the time required for the 
undertaking, and which he could not poffibly fpare. Ir~

deed, when he confidered the vaft ocean he had to explore 
to the fouth; the ftate and condition of the fhip; the near 
approach of fummer; and that any material accident might 
detain him in this fea even for another year, he did not 
think it advifeable to make New Caledonia any longer the 
object of his attention. But though he was thus obliged,. 
by neceflity, for the firft time, to leave a coaft which he 
had difcovered, before it was fully furveyed, he did not 
quit it till he had afcertained the extent of the country, 
and proved, that, excepting New Zealand, it is perhaps 
the largeft ifland in the South Pacific Ocean ,;~. 

As the Refolution purfued her courfe from New Cale
donia, land .was difcovered, which, on a nearer approach, 
was found to be an ifiand of good height and five leagues 
in circuit. Captain Cook named it NORFOLK ISLE, in 

• New Caledonia extends from the latitude of 190 37' to 220 30' fouth, and from 
the longitude of 1630 37' to 1670 14' eaft. It lies nearly north-weft f weft, and 
fouth-eaft f eaft, and is about eighty-feven leagues long in that direCtion. Its breadth 
does not any where exceed ten leagues. 
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honour of the noble faulily of Howard ;:~. It was uninha ... 
bited; and the firft perfons that ever fet foot on it were 
unqueftionably our Eng11ih navigators. Various trees and 
plants ,,"ere obferved that are common at New Zealand; 
and, in particular, the flax plant, which is rather more 
luxuriant here than in any part of that country. The 
chief produce of the ifland is a kind of fpruce pine, ex
ceedingly fhaight and tall, which grows in great abun
dance. Such is the fize of many of the trees, that, breaft 
high, they are as thick as two nlen can fathom. Among 
the vegetables of the phce, the palm-cabbage afforded both 
a wholefome and palatable refrefllment; and, indeed, 
proved the moft agreeable rep aft that our people had for a 
confiderable time enjoyed. In addition to this gratifica
tion, they had the pleafure of procuring fame excellent 
fiih. 

From Norfolk Iile, our Commander fteered for New 
Zealand, it being his intention to touch at Queen Char
lotte's Sound, th'lt he might refrelli his crew, and put the 
:fhip in a condition to encounter the fouthern latitudes. 
On the eighteenth of OCtober, he anchored before Ship 
Cove in that found; and the firft thing he did, after land
ing, was to look for the bottle he had left on the fll0re, in 
which was a memorandum. It was taken away; and it 
foon appeared, from indubitable circumftances, that the 
Adventure had been in the cove after it was quitted by 
the Refolution. 

Upon vifiting the gardens which had been formed at 
Motllara, they were found almoft in a flate of nature, 

* It is fituated in the latitude of 29° 2' 3011 fouth, and in the longitude of 1680 

161 eait. 
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having been wholly neglected by the inhabitants. Many, 
however, of the articles' were in a flourifhing condition, 
and fhewed how well they liked the foil in which they 
were planted. It was feveral days before any of the na
tives made their appearance; but when they did fo, and 
recognifed Captain Cook and his friends, joy fucceeded to 
fear. They hurried in nmnbers out of the woods, and 
embraced the Englifh over and over again, leaping and 
ikipping about like madmen. All1idft all this extrava
gance of joy, they were careful to preferve the honour of 
their females; for they would not pern1it fome women, 
who were feen at a diftance, to come near our people. 
The Captain's whole intercourfe with the New Zealanders, 
during this his third viiit to Queen Charlotte's Sound, was 
peaceable and friendly; and one of them, a man apparent
ly of confequence, whofe name was Pedero, prefented him 
with a ftaff of honour, fuch as the Chiefs generally carry. 
In return, our Commander dreffed Pedero, who had a fine 
perfon, and a good prefence, in a fuit of old clothes, of 
which he was not a little proud. 

Captain Cook {bll continued his folicitude to frock the 
Bland with ufeful animals; and accordingly, in addition to 
what he had formerly done, he ordered two pigs, a boar 
and fow, to be put on ihore. There was reafon to believe 
that fome of the cocks and hens which had formerly been 
left here frill exifred. None of them, indeed, were feen ; 
but an hen's egg was found, which had not long been 
laid. 

Mr. Wales had now an opportunity of completing his 
obfervations with regard to Queen Charlotte's Sound, fo 
as to afcertain its latitude and longitude with the utmoft 
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accuracy ,;~. In the Captain's former voyage there had 
been an error in this refpect. Such were Mr. Wales's 
abilities and affiduity, that the fame correcrnefs was main
tained by him, in determining the fit nations of all the 
other places which were vifited by our navigators +. 

On the tenth of November, Captain Cook took his de .. 
parture from New Zealand, in farther purfuit of his great 
object, the determination of the queftion concerning the 
exiftence of a fouthern continent. Ha ving failed till the 
twenty-feventh, in different degrees of latitude, extending 
frOln 43 to 55° 48' fouth, he gave up all hopes of finding 
any more land in this ocean t. He came, therefore, to the 
refolution of fteering directly for the weft entrance of the 
Straits of Magalhaens, with a view of coafting the fouth 
fide of Terra del Fuego, round Cape Horn, to the Strait Le 
Maire. As the world had hitherto obtained but a very 
imperfect: knowledge of this thore, the Captain thought 
that the full furvey of it would be more advantageous, 
both to navigation and geography, than any thing he could 
expect: to find in a higher latitude. 

In the profecution of his voyage, our Comn1ander, on 
the feventeenth of December, reached the weft coaft of 
Terra del Fuego; and having continued to range it till the 
twentieth, he came to an anchor in a place to which he 
afterwards gave the name of CHRISTMAS SOUND. Through 
the 'whole courfe of his various navigations, he had never 
feen fa defolate a coaft. It feeins to be entirely compofed 

, 
'* The longitude of Qyeen Charlotte's Sound, at the bottom of Ship Cove, is 

174025' 7" k eaft, and its latitude 410 5' 56" f fouth. 
t Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 128-162. 
t The filip, on the twenty-feventh, was in longitude 138056' weft. 

of 
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of rocky mountains, without the leaft appearance of vege
tation. Thefe mountains terminate in horrible precipices, 
the craggy funlmits of which fpire up to a vaft height; 
fo that fcarcely any thing in nature can appear with a 
more barren and favage afpect, than the whole of the 
country. 

The run which Captain Cook had made direCtly acrofs 
this ocean, in a high fouthern latitude, was believed by 
him to be the firft of the kind that had ,ever been carried 
into execution *. He was, therefore, fomewhat particular 
in remarking every circumftance which feemed to be in 
the leaft material. However, he could not but obferve, 
that he had never made a paffage any where, of fuch 
length, or even of a much fhorter extent, in which fo few 
things occurred that were of an interefting nature. Ex
cepting the variation of the compafs, he knew of no
thing elfe that was worthy of notice. The Captain had 
now done with the Southern Pacific Ocean; and he had 
explored it in fuch a manner, that it would be impoffihle 
for anyone to think that more could be perfornled, in a 
fingle voyage, towards obtaining that end, than had ac
tually been accomplifhed t. 

Barren and dreary as the land is about Chriftmas Sound, 
it was not wholly deftitute of fome accommodations, which 
could not fail of being agreeable to our navigators. Near 
every harbour they found frefh water, and wood for fuel. 
The country abounds likewife with wild fowl, and parti
cularly with geefe; which afforded a refrefhment to the 
whole crew, that was the more acceptable on account of 

* He could not poffibly know, at this time, that the Adventure had made the 
paffage before him. 

t Cook, ubi fupra,p. 163-179. 
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the approaching feftival. Had not Providence thus hap
pily provided for them, their Chriftmas cheer muft have 
been faIt beef and pork. Some Madeira wine, the only 
article of provifion that was mended by keeping, was fiiI 
left. This, in conjunction with the geefe, which were 
cooked in every variety of nlethod, enabled our people 
to celebrate Chriftmas as chearfully, as perhaps was done 
by their friends in England. 

The inhabitants of Terra del Fuego, Captain Cook found 
to be of the fame nation that he had formerly feen in Suc
cefs Bay; and the fame whom M. de Bougainville has dif
tingifhed by the name of Pecharas.. They are a little, 
ugly, half-ftarved, beardlefs race, and go almoft naked. 
It is their own fault that they are not better clothed, 
nature having furnifhed them with ample materials for 
that purpofe. By lining their feal-ikin cloaks with the 
1kins and feathers of aquatic birds i by making the cloaks 
themfe1ves larger; and by applying the fame materials to 
different parts of clothing, they might render their drefs 
much more warm and comfortable. But while they are 
doomed to exift in one of the moft inhofpitable climates 
in the globe, they have not fagacity enough to avail them
felves of thofe means of adding to the conveniences of 
life, which Providence has put into their power. In 1hort, 
the Captain, after having been a witnefs to fo many va
rieties of the human race, hath pronounced, that of all 
the nations he had feen, the Pecharas are the moft 
wretched ;;'. 

Notwithftanding the barrennefs of the country, it abounds 
with a variety of unknown plants, and gave fufficient em-

• Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 177-187. 

ployn1ent 



CAP T A I N JAM ESC 00 K. 2.99 
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" every plant," fays Mr. Forfter, "which we gather'ed" on IV. 

~ 
the rocks, "was new to us, and fome fpecies were re- 177+. 
"markable for the beauty of their flowers, or their 
" fmell >\~." 

On the twenty-eighth of December, our Commander 28 Dec. 

failed from Chriftmas Sound, and proceeded on his voy-
age, round Cape Horn, through Strait Ie Maire, to Staten 
Land. This famous Cape was paired by him on the next 
day, when he entered the Southern Atlantic Ocean. In 
fome charts, Cape Horn is laid down as belonging to a 
fmall ifland; but this was neither confirmed, nor could it 
be contradicted by our navigators; for feveral breakers 
appeared in the coaft, both to the eaft and weft of it, and 
the hazy weather rendered every objeCt indiftinCl:. Though 
the fummits of fome of the hills were rocky, the fides and 
valleys feemed covered with a green turf, and wooded in 
tufts t. 

In ranging Staten H1and a good port was found fituated 
three leagues to the weftward of St. John, and in a nor
thern direCtion. Upon account of the day on which the 

1775· 
difcovery of this port was made, (being the firft of J anu- I January. 

ary) Captain Cook gave it the name of NEW YEAR'S HAR-
BOUR. The knowledge of it may be of fervice to future 
navigators. Indeed, it would be more convenient for 
ihips bound to the weft, or round Cape Horn, if its fitua-
tion would permit them to put to fea with an eafterl y and 
northerly wind. But this inconvenience is not of great 

'* F offler's Voyage round the W orId, Vol. II. p. 488. 
t The latitude of Cape Horn is ssg 58' fouth, and its longitude was now afcer

taj~d to be 6t 46' weft. 
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confequence, fince thefe winds are feldom known to be 
of long duration. The Captain, however, has declared, 
that if he were on a voyage round Cape Horn to the 
weft, and not in want of wood or water, or any other thing 
which might make it neceffary to put into port, he would 
not approach the land at all. By keeping out at fea the 
currents would be avoided, which, he was fatisfied; would 
lofe their force at ten or twelve leagues from land, and be 
totally without influence at a greater diftance. 

The extent of Terra del Fuego, and confequently that 
of the Straits of Magalhaens, our Commander afcertained 
to be lefs than has been laid down by the generality of na
vigators. Nor was the coaft, upon the whole, found to be 
fo dangerous as has often been reprefented. The weather, 
at the fame time, was remarkably temperate. 

In one of the little HIes near Staten Land, and which 
had been called by Captain Cook New Year's HIes, there 
was obferved a harmony between the different animals of 
the place, which is too curious to be omitted. It feemed 
as if they had entered into a league not to difturb each/ 
other's tranquillity. The greater part of the fea-coaft is 
occupied by the fea-lions ; the fea-bears take up their abode 
in the HIe; the fhags are pofted in the higheft cliffs; the 
penguins fix their quarters where there is the moft eafy 
communication to and from the fea; and the· reft of the 
birds chufe more :etired places. All thefe animals were 
occafionally feen to mix together, like domeftic cattle and 
poultry in a farm-yard, without one attempting to moleft 
the other. Nay, the Captain had often obferved the 
eagles and vultures fitting on the hills among the fhags, 
while none of the latter, whether old or young, appeared 
to be in the leaft difturbed at their prefence. It may be 

aiked, 
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aIked, then, how do thefe birds of Frey live? This quef
tion our Commander hath anfwered, by fuppofing that 
they feed on the carcafes of feals and birds which die by 
various caufes. It is probable, from the immenfe quantity 
of animals with which the if1e abounds, that [uch carcafes 
exift in great numbers ';l'. 

From Staten Bland Captain Cook failed, on the fourth 
of January, with a view, in the firft place, of difcovering 
that extenfive coaft, laid down by Mr. Dalrymple in his 
chart, in which is the gulph of St. Sebafiian. In order to 
have all other parts before him, the Captain defigned to 
make the weftern point of that gulph. As he had fon1e 
doubt of the exiftence of fuch a coaft, this appeared to him 
the beft route for determining the matter, and for ex
ploring the fouthern part of this ocean. When he came 
to the fituations affigned to the different points of the 
gulph of St. Sebaftian, neither land nor any unequivocal 
figns of land were difcovered. On the contrary, it was 
evident that there could not be any extenfive tract of 
country in the direction which had been fuppofed. 

Proceeding in his voyage, land was feen on the four
teenth, which was at firft Iniftaken for an if1and of ice. It 
was in a manne~ wholly covered with [now. From the 
perf on by whom it, was firft difcovered, it obtained the 
name of WILLIS'S ISLAND t. It is a high rock, of no 
great extent, near to which are fome rocky iflots. Ano
ther if1and, of a larger compafs, on account of the vaft 
number of birds which were upon it, was called BIRD 

• Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 187-206. 
t It is fituated in the latitude of 54° fouth, and the longitude of 38° 23' weft. 
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ISLE. A nlore extenfive range of country had been feen 
for fome time, which Captain Cook reached on the feven
teenth, and where he· landed, on the fame day, in three 
different places. The head of the bay, in which he 
came to ih.ore, was terminated by particular ice-cliffs, of 
confiderable height. Pieces were continually breaking off, 
and floating out to fea; and while our navigators were in 
the bay, a great fall happened, which made a noife like 
a cannon. No lefs favage and horrible were the inner 
lJarts of the country. "The wild rocks raifed their funl
" mits, till they were loft in the clouds, and the valleys lay 
" covered with everlafting fnow." There was not a tree 
to be feen, or a ihrub found that was even big enough to 
make a tooth-pick. The only vegetation that was met 
with, was a coarfe ftrong-bladed grafs, growing in tufts, 
wild burnet, and a plant like mofs, which fprang from the 
rocks. 

When our Commander landed iIi the bay, he difplayed 
the Engliih colours; and, under a difcharge of fmall arms, 
took poifeflion of the country in his Majefty's name. It 
was not, however, a difcovery which was ever like}4y to be 
produCtive of any confiderable benefit. In his return to 
the !hip, Captain Cook brought with him a quantity of 
feals and penguins, which were an acceptable prefent to 
the crew; not from the want of provifions, which were 
plentiful in every kind, but from a change of diet. Any 
fort of fre!h meat was preferred by moft on board to falt. 
The Captain himfelf was now, for the firft time, tired of 
the falted meats of the fhip; and though the fiefh of the 
penguins could fcarcely vie with bullock's liver, its frefu
nefs was fufficient to render it comparatively agreeable to 

the 
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the palate. To the bay in which he had been, he .gave 
the name of POSSESSION BAY -:\\ 

The land in which this bay lie6, was at firfi judged by 
our navigators to be part of a great continent. But, upon 
coafiing round the whole country, it was proved to a de
monfiration that it was only an ifiand of feventy leagues in 
circuit. In honour of his Majef\:y, Captain Cook called it 
the ISLE OF GEORGIA t. It could fcarcely have been 
thought that an iiland of no greater extent than this, 
fituated between the latitude of fifty-four and fifty-five, 
fhould, in a manner, be wholly covered, many fathoms 
deep, with frozen fnow, in the height of fummer. The 
fides and fummits of the lofty mountains were cafed with 

. fnow and ice; and an incredible quantity lay in tbe val
leys. So immenfe was the quantity, that our Commander 
did not think that it could be the produce of the ifland. 
Some land, therefore, which he had feen at a difiance, 
induced him to believe that it might belong to an ext en
five traCt; and gave him hopes of difcovering a continent. 
In this refpeCt, however, he was difappointed; but the dif
appointment did not fit heavy upon hinl; fince to judge of 
the bulk by the apprehended fample, it would not have 
been worth the difcovery. It was remarkable that our 
voyagers did not fee a river, or a fire am of frefh water, 
on the whole ,coafi of the Ifle of Georgia. Captain Cook 
judged it to be highly probable that there are no perennial 
fprings in the country; and that the interior parts, in con-

• It is fituated in the latitude of 54° 5' fouth, and the longitude of 37° 18' 
weft., 

t It is fituated between the latitudes of 5t 57' and 54° 57' fouth; and between 
38<' 13' and 3So 34' welUongitude. -
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fequence of their being much elevated, never enjoy heat 
enough to melt the fnow in fufficient quantities to produce 
a river or ftream of water. In failing round the ifland, our 
navigators were almoft continually involved in a thick 
mift; fo that, for anything they knew to the contrary, 
they might be furrounded with dangerous rocks. 

The Captain, on the twenty-fifth of the month, fteered 
from the HIe of Georgia, and, on the twenty-feventh, 
computed that he was in latitude fixty, fouth. Farther 
than this he did not intend to go, unlefs fome certain figns 
of foon meeting with land fhould be difcovered. There 
was now a long hollow f well from the weft, which w~s a 
firon'g indication that no land was to be met with in that 
direCtion; and hence arofe an additional proof of what has 
already been remarked, that the extenfive coaft, laid down 
,in Mr. Dalrymple's chart of the ocean between Africa and 
,America, and the Gulph of St. Sebaftian, doth not exift. 
Not to Inention the various iflands which were feen in the 
profecution of the voyage, and the names that were given 
to them, I fhall only advert to a few of the more ~aterial 
circumftances. On an elevated co a{\:, which appeared in 
":fight upon the thirty-firft, our Commander beftowed the 
appellation of the SOUTHERN THULE. The reafon of his 
.giving it this name was, that it is the moft fouthern land 
that had ever yet been difcovered ~'. It is every where 
covered with {now, and difplays a furface of vaft height. 
On this day, our voyagers were in no fmall danger from a 
great wefterly fwell, which fet right upon the fhore, and 
threatened to carry them on themoft horrible co aft in the 
world. Happily, the difcovery of a point to the" north, 

lit Its latitude is 590 13' 3011 fouth, and its IOJlgitude 2f H' weft. 

beyond 
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beyond which no land could be feen, relieved them from 
their apprehenflOns. To the more diftinguifhed traCts of 
country, which were difcovered from the thirty-firft of 
January to the fixth of February, Captain Cook gave the 
names of CAPE BRISTOL, CAPE MONTAGU, SAUNDERS'S 
ISLE,CANDLEMAS ISLES, and SANDWICH'S LAND. The laft 
is either a group of il1ands, or elfe a point of the continent. 
For that there is a traCt of land near the pole, which is 
the fource of moft of the ice that is fpread over this vail: 
Southern Ocean, was the Captain's firm opinion. He alfo 
thought it probable, that this land muft extend fartheft to 
the north where it is oppofite to the Southern Atlantic and 
Indian Oceans. Ice had always been found by him farther to 
the north in thefe oceans than any where elfe, and this he 
judged could not be the cafe, if there were not land of con
fiderable extent to the fouth. However, the greateft part 
df this fouthern continent, if it aCtually exifts, nlufl: lie 
within the polar circle, where the fea is fo encumbered 
with ice, that the land is rendered inacceffible. So great is 
the rifque which is run, in examining a coaft in thefe un
known and icy feas, that-our.-Commander, with a nl0deft 
and well-grounded boldnefs, could aifert, that no man 
would ever 'venture farther than he had done; and that 
the land-s which may lie to the fouth will never be ex
plored. Thick fogs, fnow ftorms, intenfe cold, and every 
thing befide that can render navigation dangerous, muft 
be encountered; all which difficulties are greatly heighten
ed ,by the inexpreffibly horrid afpeCt of the country. It is 
a .country doomed by nature never once to feel the warmth 
of the fun's rays, but to lie buried in everlafting fil0W and 
ice. Whatever ports there may be on the coafi, they arc 
almoft entirely covered with f.rozen fnow of a vaft thick-
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nefs. If, however, anyone of them fhould be fo far open 
as to invite a fhip into it, fhe would run the rifque of being 
fixed there for ever, or of coming out in an ice ifiand. To 
this it may be added, that the ifiands and floats on the 
co aft, the great falls from the ice cliffs in the port, or a 
heavy fnow itorm, attended with a filarp froft, might be 
equall y fatal. 

Nothing could exceed the inclination of Captain Cook, 
if it had been praCl:icable, to penetrate farther to the fouth: 
but difficulties like thefe were not to be furmounted. If 
he had rifqued all that had been done during t11e voyage~ 
for the fake of difcovering and exploring a coait, which, 
when difcovered and explored, would have anfwered nO' 
end whatever, or have been of the leaft ufe either to navi
gation or geography, or indeed to any other fcience, he 
wouldjuftly have been charged with inexcufable temerity .. 
He determined, therefore, to alter his courfe to the eaft; 
and to fail in queft of Bouvet's Land, the exiftence of 
which was yet to be fettled .. Accordingly, this was the 
principal object of his purfuit, from the fixth to the 
twenty-fecond of the month. By that day he had run 
down thirteen degrees of longitude, in the very latitude 
affigned for Bouvet's Land. No fuch land, however, was 
difcovered; nor did any proofs occur of the exiftence of 
Cape Circumciiion. Our C~)mmander was at this time no 
more than two degrees of longitude from the route he had 
taken to the fauth, when he left the Cape of Good Hope. 
It would, therefore, have been to no purpofe to proceed 
any farther to the eaft in this parallel. But being defirous 
of determining the queftion concerning forne land that 
was fuppofed to have been feen more to the fouth, he di
reered his courfe for the fituation in which the difcovery 

of 
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of it Inight be expeCted. Two days were fpent by him in 
this purfuit, to no effeCtual purpofe. After having run 
over the place where the land was imagined to lie, without 
meeting with the leaft figns of an y, it became certain that 
the ice iflands had deceived our navigators as well .as 
Mr. Bouvet .;ic. 

Captain Cook had now made the circuit of the fouthern 
ocean in a high latitude, and traverfed it in fuch a manner 
as to leave not the leaft room for the poffibility of there 
being a continent, unlefs near the pole, and out of the 
reach of navigation. By twice vifiting the tropical fea, he 
had not only fettled the fituation of fome old difcoveries, 
but made many new ones; and, indeed, even in that part, 
had left little more to be accOlnplifhed. The intention of 
the voyage had, in every refpect, been fully anfwered, and 
the fouthern helnifphere fufficiently explored. A final 
end was hereby put to the fearching after a fouthern con
tinent, which, for nearly two centuries paft, had occafion
ally engroffed the attention of fome of the maritime powers, 
and had been urged with great ardour by philofophers and 
geographers in different ages. 

The great purpofe of his navigation round the globe 
being thus completed, the Captain began to direct his 
views towards England. He had, indeed, fome thoughts 
of protracting his courfe a little longer, for the fake of re
vifiting the place where the French difcovery is faid to be 
fituated. But, upon mature deliberation, he determined to 
lay afide his intention. He confidered that, if this di[co
very had really been made, the end would be as fully 
an[wered as if it had been done by himfelf. It could only 

~ Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 207-2 38• 
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be an ifland; and if a judgment might be formed from the 
degree of cold which our voyagers had experienced in that 
latitude, it could not be a fertile oneo- Befides, our Com
Inander would .hereby have been kept two months longer 
at fea, and that in a ten1pefiuous latitude, with which the 
1hip was not in a condition to firuggle. Her fails and 
rigging were fo n1uch worn, that fomething was giving 
way every hour; and there was nothing left, either to re
pair or to replace them. The provifions of the veifel were 
in fuch a fiate of decay, that they afforded little nouriih
ment, and the company had been long without refre1h
ments. Indeed, the crew were yet healthy,. and would 
chearful1y have gone wherever the Captain judged it 
proper to lead them; but he was fearful left the fcurvy 
fhould lay hold of them, at a time when none of the re
medi'es were left by which. it could be removed.. He 
thought, likewife, that it would have been cruel in him to 
have continued the fatigues and hardfhips they were per
petually expofed to,. longer than was abfolutely neceffary. 
Throughout the whole voyage, they had merited by their 
behaviour every indulgence which it was in his power to 
beftow. Animated by the conduCt of the officers, they 
had ihewn that no difficulties or dangers· which came in 
their way were incapable of being furmounted; nor had 
their aCtivity, courage, and chearfulnefs been in the leaft 
abated by the feparation from them of their confort the 
Adventure. 

From all thefe confiderations, which were evidently the 
diCtates of wifdom ang. humanity, Captain Cook was in
duced to [pend no longer time in fearching for the French 
difcoveries, and to fieer for the Cape of Good Hope. He 
determined, however, to direCt his courfe in fuch a man-

ner 
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ner as to look for the Iiles of Denia and Marfeveen, which C HAP. 

are laid down in Dr. HaUey's variation chart ,\~. After fail- IV. 
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ing in the proper latitudes, frOlu the twenty-fifth of Febru- 1775. 

ary to the thirteenth of March, no fuch iilands were difco- 25 Feb. 

vered. Nothing, indeed, had been feen that could encou- 13 r:1°arch. 

rage our voyagers to perfevere in a fearch after them; and 
much time could not now be fpared, either for the purpofe 
of finding them, or of proving their non-exiftence. Every 
one -on board was for good reafons impatient to get into 
port. The Captain, therefore, could no longer avoid 
yielding to the general willies, and refolving to proceed 
to the Cape, without farther delay +. 

Soon after our Commander had come to this determi
nation, he demanded of the officers and petty officers, in 
purfuance of his infiruCtions, the log-books and journals 
they had kept; which were delivered to him accordingly, 
and fealed up for the infpection of the Admiralty. He 
enjoined. them alfo, and the whole crew, not to divulge 
where they had been, till they were permitted to do fo by 
their lordlliips; an injunction, a compliance with which 
might probably be rendered fonlewhat difficult, from the 
natural tendency there is in men to relate the extraordi
nary enterprifes and adventures wherein they have been 
concerned. 

As the Refolution approached towards the Cape of 
Good Hope, fhe fell in firft with a Dutch Eaft Indiaman 
from Bengal, commanded by Captain Bofch, and next 
with an Engli{h Indiaman, being the True Briton, fronl 

'* They are laid down in the latitude of 41° f fouth, and about 4° of longitude to 
the eafl: of the meridian of the Cape of 'Good Hope. 

t He was at this time in the latitude of 38° 38' fouth, and the longitude of 23° 
37' eaIt. . 

China, 
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China, of which Captain Broadly was the commander •. 
Mr. Bofch very obligingly offered to our navigators fu
gar,. arrack, and whatever he had to fpare; and Captain 
Broadly, with the moft ready generofity, fent them frefh 
provifions, tea, and various articles which could not fail of 
being peculiarly acceptable to people in their fituation. 
Even. a parcel of old news-papers furnifhed no flight gra
tification to perfons who had fa long been deprived of ob
taining any intelligence concerning their country and the 
ftate of Europe. From thefe veifels Captain Cook receiv
ed fome information with regard to what had happened to 
the Adventure, after her feparation from the Refolution. 

On \Vednefday the twenty-fecond of March *, he an-· 
chored in Table Bay; where he found feveral Dutch ihips,. 
fome French, and the Ceres, an Englifh Eaft· Indiaman,.i 
bound direCtly for England, under the command of Cap
tain Newte. By this gentleman he fent a copy of the pre
ceding part of his journal, fome charts, and other drawings,.: 
to the Admiralty t. 

During the· circum-navigation of the globe, from the' 
period of our Commander's leaving the Cape of Good 
Hope to his- return to it again, he had failed no leis than '" 
twenty thoufand leaguEs-. This was an extent' of voyage 
nearly equal to three times the equatorial circumference of 
the earth, and which had never been accomplifhed before, 
by any ihip, in the f'ame compafs of duration. In. fuch a 
cafe, it could not be a Inatter of furprife, that the rigging 
and fails of the Refolution 1hould be eifentially dan1aged, 

• With our navigators, who had failed round the wor.ld, it was Wednefday the 

twenty-fecond of March; but at the Cape of Good Hope it was. Tuefday the twenty
full:. 

t Voyage, ubi fupra, p. "39-249' 

and 
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and even worn out: and yet, in all this great run, which 
had been made in every latitude between nine and feventy
one, fhe did not fpring either low-maft, top-maft, lower 
or top-fail yard; nor did fhe fo much as break a lower or 
top-maft fhroud. Thefe happy circumftances were owing 
to the good properties of the veffel, and the fingular care 
and abilities of her officers 'i:. 

On the remainder of the voyage it is not neceffary to 
enlarge. Though it was conduCted with the fame atten
tion to navigation and geography, and with the fame faga
city in marking whatever was worthy of obfervation, ne
verthelefs, as it was not employed in traverfing unknown 
[eas, or in difcovering countries that had not been heard 
of before, it may be fufficient briefly to mention the places 
at which Captain Cook touched, before his arrival in Eng
land. The repairs of the fhip having been completed, and 
the neceffary ftores gotten on board, together with a freal. 
fupplyof provifions and water, he left the Cape of Good 
Hope on the twenty-~eventh of April, and reached the 
Bland of St. Helena on the fifteenth of May. Here he 
ftaid till the twenty-firft, when he failed for the Hland -of 
.Afcenfion, where he anchored on the t,venty-eighth. From 
this place he direCted his courfe, on the thirty-firft, for the 
Ifland of Fernando de Noronha, at which he arrived on 
the ninth of June. 

In the progrefs of the voyage, our Commander made an 
experiment upon the Hill for procuring frefh water; and 
the refult of the trial was, that the invention is ufeful 
upon the whole, 'but that to truft entirely to it would by 
no means be advifable. Indeed, provided there is not a 

• Voyage, ubi fupta, p. 265,266. 
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fcarcity of fuel, and the coppers are good, as nluch w<!ter 
may be obtained as will fupport life; but no efforts will 
be -able to procure a quantity flL~ficient for the prefervation 
of health, efpeciaUy in hot climates. Captain Cook was 
convinced, by experience, that nothing contributes more 
to the health of feamen, than having plenty of water. 

On the fourteenth of July, the Captain came to an 
anchor in the Bay of Fayal, one 'of the Azores Hlands. 
His fole defign in flopping here, was to give Mr. Wales 
an opportunity of finding the rate of ,the watch, that 
hereby he might be enabled to fix the longitude of thefe 
iilands with the greater degree of certainty. No fooner, 
therefore, had our Comnlander anchored, than he fent an 
officer to wait on the Englifh conful, and to acquaint the 
governor with the arrival of our navigators, requefling his 
penniffion for Mr. Wales to make obfervations on {hare, 
for the purpofe now mentioned. Mr. Dent, who then 
aCted as conful, not only obtained this permiffion, but 
accommodated Mr. Wales with a convenient ',place in his 
garden, to fet up his inflruments. 

This objet\: being accomplifhed, Captain Cook proceed. 
ed, on the nineteenth, with aU expedition for England. 
On the thirtieth of the fame month, he anchored at Spit
head, and landed at Portfmouth, having been abfent from 
Great Britain three years and eighteen days, in which time, 
and under all changes of climate, he had loft but four men, 
and only one of them by ficknefs >;:. 

* Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 268-289' 

CHAPTER 
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~be Hijlory of Captain Cook's Life, from the Conc!ujio12 of C HAP. 

his jecond Voyage round the lForld, ta the Commencement ~ 
of his Voyag-e to the Pacific Ocean. 177S. 

T H E able manner in which Captain Cook had con
ducted the preceding voyage, the difcoveries he had 

made, and his complete determination of the grand point 
he had been fent to afcertain, juftly and pow~rful1y recom
mended him to the protection and encouragelnent of all 
thofe who had patronized the undertaking. No alteration 
had occnrred, during his abfence, in the Prefidency of the 
Admiralty department. The noble Lord, whofe extenfive 
views had taken fuch a lead in the plans of navigation and 
difcovery, ftill continued at the head of that board; and it 
could not be otherwife than a high fatisfaction to him that 
fo extraordinary a degree of fuccefs had attended his de
figns for the enlargement of fdence. His lordfhip loft no 
time in reprefenting Captain Cook's merits to the King: 
nor did his Majefty frand in need of foliCitations to fhew 
favour to a man who had fo eminently fulfilled his royal 
and munificent intentions. Accordingly, our navigator, 
on the ninth of A uguft, was raifed to the rank of a Poil: 9 Auguft. 

Captain. Three days afterwards, ;he received a more 
difringuifhed and fubftantial mark of the approbation of 
Government; for he was then appointed a Captain in 
Greenwich Hofpital; a fituation which was intended to 

S f afford_ 



C HAP. 

v. 

1776• 
29 Feb. 

'1 March. 

18 April. 

THE LIFE OF 

afford him a pleafing and honourable reward for his illuf
trious labours and fervices 7.~. 

It will eafily be fuppofed that the lovers of fcience would, 
in general, be peculiarly attentive to the effe6l:s refulting 
from Captain Cook's difcoveries. The additions he had 
made to the knowledge of geography, navigation, and 
afrronomy, and the new views he had opened of the di
verfified ftate of human life and manners, could not 
avoid commanding their efi:eem, and exciting their admi
ration. With many perfons of philofophic literature he 
was in the hab,its of intimacy and friendihip; and he was 
particularly acquainted with Sir John PriJ?gIe, at that time 
Prefident of the Royal Society. It was natural" therefore, 
that his fcientific friends fhould wilh him to become a 
member of this learned body; the confequence of which 
was, that, in the latter end of the year 1775, he was pro
pofed as a candidate for ele6l:ion. On the twenty-ninth of 
February, 1776, he was unanimoufiy chofen; and he was 
admitted on the feventh of March +. That fame evening, 
a paper was read, which he had addreffed to Sir John 
Pringle, containing an account of the method he had taken 
to preferve the health of the crew of his majefi:y's fhip the 
Refolution, during her voyage round the world:j:. Another 
paper, at the requet\: of the Prefident, was communicated 
by him, on the eighteenth of April, relative to the tides in 
the South Seas. The tides particularly confidered were 
thofe in the Endeavour River, on the eat\: coaft of New 
Holland §. 

"' * From the books of the Admiralty. 

t From the regifier of the Royal Society, and the jnformat~on of Mr. Plantae 
t Philofophical Tran{aGtions, vol. lxvi. p. 402-406. 
i Ibid. p. 447-44-9. 

A frill 
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A frill greater honour was in referve for Captain Cook 
than the election of him to be a common member of the 
Royal Society. It was refolved by Sir John Pringle, and 
the Council of the Society, to beftow upon him the efti
mabIe prize of the gold medal, for the beft experimental 
paper of the year; and no determination could be founded 
in greater wifdom and juftice. If Captain Cook had made 
no important difcoveries, if he had not determined the 
queftion concerning a fouthern continent, his name would 
have been entitled to immortality, on account of his 
humane attention to, and his unparalleled fuccefs in pre
{erving the lives and health of his feamen. He had good 
reafon, upon this head, to affume the pleafurable, but 
modeft hinguage, with which he has concluded his nar
rative of his fecond navigation round the globe: "What
"ever," fays he, " may be the public judgment about 
" other matters, it is with real fatisfaCl:ion, and without 
" claiming any merit but that of attention to my duty, that 
" I can conelude this account with an obfervation, which 
" facts enable me to make, that our having difcovered the 
" poffibility of preferving health among a numerous fhip's 
" company, for fuch a length of time, in fuch varieties 
" of climate, and amidft fuch continued hardihips and 
" fatigues, will make this voyage remarkable, in the opi
"nion of every benevolent perfon, when the difputes 
" about the Southern Continent fhall have ceafed to en
" gage the attention,· and to divide the judgment of phi
" lofophers >\~." 

It was the cuftom of Sir John Pringle, at the delivery 
of Sir Godfrey Copley's annual medal, to give an elaborate 

" ~ook's fecond voyage, vol. ii. p. 293. 

Sfz difcourfe, 
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difcourfe, containing the hifiory of that part of fcience for 
the improvement of which the medal was conferred. Upon 
the prefent occafion, the Prefident had a fubjeCl: to enlarge 
upon, which was perfeCtly congenial to his difpofition and 
il:udies. His own life had been much employed in point
ing out the means which tended not only to cure, but to 
prevent, the difeafes of Inankind; and, therefore, it was 
with peculiar pleafure and affeCtion that he celebrated the 
conduCt of his friend, who, by precautions equally wife 
and fimple, had rend~red the circmn-navigation of the 
globe, fo far as health is concerned, quite a harmlefs un
dertaking';~. Towards the beginning of his difcourfe, 
Sir John juftly afks, " What enquiry can be fo ufeful' as 
" that, which hath for its object the faving the lives of 
" men? and when fhall we find one more fuccefsful than 
" that before us? Here," adds the Prefident, " are no vain 

, "boaftings of the empiric, nor ingenious and delufive 
" theories of the dogmatift; but a concife and artlefs, and 
" an incontefied relation of the means, by which, under 
" Divine favour, Captain Cook, with a company of a hun
"dred and eighteen men, performed a voyage of three 
" years and eighteen days, throughout all the climates, from 
" fifty-two degrees north to feventy-one degrees fouth, with 
" the 10fs of only one Inan by ficknefs + .-1 would now en
" quire," proceeds Sir John Pringle, "of the moil: conver
" fant in the fiuely of bills of mortality, whether, in the moil: 
" healthful climate, and in the beft condition of life, they 

.. Life of Sir John Pringle, prefixed t'o his Six Difcourfes, p. xlii. xliii. 
t Mr. Patten, furgeon to the Refolution, informed Sir John Pringle, that this one 

man, who died of a confumption terminating in a dropfy, began fo early to complain 
()f a cough and other confumptive fymptoms, which had never left him, that his lungs 
mull: have been affeCled before he came on board. 

" have 
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"have ever found fo fmall a number of deaths, within that 
" fpace of time? How great and agreeable then muft our fur
" prize be, after perufing the hiilories of long navigations 
" in former days, when fo many perifhed by marine diJeafes, 
" to find the air of the fea acquitted of all malignity, and, 
" in fine, that a voya-ge round the world may be under
" taken with lefs danger, perhaps, to health, than a common 
" tour in Europe!" 

In the progrefs of his difcourfe, the Prefident recounted 
the dreadful calamities and deftruClion the fcurvy had 
heretofore brought upon mariners in voyages of great 
length; after which he pointed out at large, and illuftrated 
with his own obfervations, the methods purfued by Cap
tain Cook for preferving the health of his men. In con'" 
clufion, Sir John remarked, that the Royal Society never 
n10re cordially or more meritorioufi y beftowed the gold 
medal, that faithful fymbol of their efteem and affection. 
" For if," fays he, " Rome decreed the civic cro<zvn to hilll 
" who faved the life of a lingle citizen, what wreaths are 
" due to that man, who having himfelf faved many, per
" petuates in your TranfaCtions the means by which Bri
" tain may now, on the moft diftant voyages, preferve 
"numbers of her intrepid fons, her mariners; who, brav
"ing every danger, have fo liberally contributed to the 
" fame, to the opulence, and to the maritime empire, of 
" their country W!" 

One 

• Sir JolmPringle's Six Di[courfes, p. J45-J47, 199.-It cannot but be accept
able to infert here, from the conclufion of Captain Cook's fecond voyage, his enumera
tion of the feveral cauCes, to which, under the care of Providence, the uncommon good 
flate of health, experienced by his people, wa~ owing .. "In theIntroduB:ion," fays 
he, "mention has been made of the extraordinary attention paid by the Admiralty, in 

" caufing 
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C HAP. One circumftance alone was wanting to complete the 
and celebrity arifing from the affignment of Sir 

Godfrey 
v. plea[ure 
~ 

,--6. 

" caufing fuch articles to be put on board, as either from exper~ence or fuggeftion it 
" was judged would tend to preferve the health of the feamen. I lhall not trefpafs 
" upon the reader's time in mentioning them all, but confine myfelf to fuch as were 
" found the moll: ufeful. 

"\Ve were furnilhed with a quantity of malt, of which was made Sweet Wort. 

" To fuch of the men as lhewed the leaft fymptoms of the fcurvy; and alfo to fuch as 
" were thought to be threatened with that diforder, this was given, from one to two 
" or three pints a day each man; or in fuch proportion as the furgeon found nec~{fary, 
" which fometimes amounted to three quarts. This is, without doubt, one of the 
" beft antifcorbutic fea-medicines yet difcovered; and, if ufed in time, will, with 
" proper attention to other things, I am perfuaded, prevent the fcurvy from making 
" any great progrefs for a confiderable while. But I am not altogether of opinion 
" that it will cure it at fea. 

" Sour X/'out, of which we had a large quantity, is not only a wholefome vegetable 
., food, but, in my judgment, highly antifcorbutic; and it fpoils not by keeping. A 
K pound of this was ferved to each man, when at fea, twice a week, or oftener, as' was 
" thought neceffary. 

" Portable Broth was another great article, of which we had a large fupply. Al' 
" ounce of this to each man, or fuch, other proportion as circumftances pointed out, 
" was boiled in their peafe, three days in the week; and when we were in places 
" where vegetables were to be got, it was' boiled with them, and wheat or oatmeal, 
" every morning for breakfall:; and alfo with peafe and vegetables for dinner. It 
" enabled us to make feveral nourilhing and wholefome meffes, and .was the means of 
" making the people eat a greater quantity of vegetables than they would otherwife 
" have done. 

"Rob oj Lemon and Orange, is an antifcorbutic we were not without. The 
" furgeon made ufeof it in many cafes, with great fuccefs. 

" Amongft the articles of vi6l:ualling, we were fupplied with Sugar in the room of 
" Oil, and with Wheat for a part of our Oatmeal; and were certainly gainers by the 
"exchange. Sugar, I apprehend, is a very good antifcorbutic; whereas oil (fuch as 
" the navy is ufually fupplied with), I am of opinion has the contrary eff'eCl:. 

" But the introdu6l:ion of the moft falutary articles, either as provifions or medi. 
" cines, will generally prove unfuccefsful, unlefs fupported by certain regulations. 
" On this principle, many years experience, together with fome hints I had from Sir 

" Hugh 
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Godfrey Copley's medal. Captain Cook was not himfelf C H f.P" 

prefent, to hear the difcourfe of the Prefident, and to re- v. 
~ 

celve 

" Hugh Pallifer, Captains Campbell, Wallis, and other intelligent officers, enabled 
" me to lay a plan wherer.y all was to be governed. 

" The crew were at three watches, except upon fome extraordinary occalions. 
" By this means they were not fo much expofed to the weather as if they had been at 
" watch and watch; and had generally dry doaths to thift themfelves, when they 
" l1appened to get wet. Care was alfo taken to expofe them as little to wet weather 
" as poffible. 

" Proper methods were ufed to keep their perfons, hammocks, bedding, doaths~ 
" &c. conftantly dean and dry. Equal care was taken to keep the lhip clean and 
" dry betwixt decks. Once or twice a week the was aired with fires; and when 
" this could not be done, the was fmoked with gunpowder, mixed with vinegar or 
"water. I had alfo, frequently, a fire made in an iron pot, at the bottom of the 
" well, which was of great ufe in purifying the air in the lower parts of the lhip. 
" To this, and to cleanlinefs, as well in the lhip as amongft the people, too great 
" attention cannot be paid: the leafi: neglect occalions a putrid and difagreeable fmell 
" below, which nothing but fires will remove. 

" Proper attention was paid to the lhip's coppers, fo that they were kept con
., ftantly clean. 

" The fat, which boiled out of the faIt beef and pork, I never fuff"ered to be given 
<, to the people j being of opinion that it promotes the [curvy. 

" I was careful to take in water wherever it was to be got, even though We did 
" not want it. Becaufe I look upon freth water from the thore, to be more whole_ 
t:' fome than that which has been kept fome time on board a lhip. Of this eIfen
" tial article we were never at an allowance, but had always plenty for every necef
" fary purpofe. Navigators in general cannot, indeed, expect, nor would they with 
" to meet with fuch advantages in this refpeCt, as fell to my lot. The nature of our 
" voyage carried us into very high latitudes. But the hardlhips and dangers in[e
" parable from that fituation, were in fome degree compenfated by the fingular felicity 
" we enjoyed, of extracting inexhaufi:ible fupplies of frelh water from an ocean fi:rewed 
" with ice. 

" We came to few places, where either the art of man, or the bounty of nature, 
" had not provided fome fort of refrelhment or other, either in the animal or vegetable 
"way. It was my fid! care to procure whatever of any kind could be met with, 

~' by every means in my power; and to oblige 041" people to make ufe thereof, both 

" by 
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ceive the honour conferred upon him. Some months be
fore the anniverfary of St. Andrew's day, he had failed 
on his lail: expedition. The medal, therefore, was deliver
ed into the hands of Mrs. Cook, whofe fatisfaCtion at be
ing entruil:ed with fo valuable a pledge of her hufband's 
reputation cannot be queil:ioned. N either can it be doubt
ed, but that the Captain, before his departure from Eng
land, was fully apprized of the mark -of diftinCtion which 
was intended for him by the Royal Society. 

Captain Cook, after the conc1ufion of his fecond voyage, 
was called upon to appear in the world in the character of 
an author. In the account that was publifhed, by autho
rity, of his former circunl-navigation of the globe, as well 
as of "thofe which had been performed by the Captains 
Byron, Carteret, and Wallis, it was thought requifIte to 
procure the affiftance of a profdfed literary man, whofe 
bufinefs it fhould be to draw up a narrative from the 
feveral journals of thefe Commanders. Accordingly, Dr. 
Hawkefworth, as is univerfally known, was employed for 

" by my example and authority; but the benefits arifing from refrelhments of any kind 
" foon became fa obvious, that I had little occauon to recommend the one, or to exert 
(C the other*." 

In a letter which Captain Cook wrote to Sir John Pringle, jull:\before he embarked 
on his lall: voyage, dated Plymouth Sound, July 7, 1776, he expreffed .himfelf as 
follows: "I entirely agree with you, that the dearnefs of the rob of lemons and of 
" oranges will hinder them from being furnilhed in large quantities. But I do not 
" think this fo neceffary; for, though they may affill: other things, I have no great 
"opinion of them alone. Nor have I a higher opinion of vinegar. My people had 
" it very fparingly during the late voyage, and, towards the latter part, none at all ; 
" and yet we experienced no ill effeCt from the want of it. The cufiom of wafhing 
"the infide of the fhip with vinegar, I feldom obferved; thinking that fire and fmoke 
" anfwered the purpofe much better to" 

t Sir John Pringle's Six Difcourfcs, p. zoo. 

the 
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the purpofe. In the prefent cafe, it was not efteemed ne
ceffary to have recourfe to fuch an expedient. Captain Cook 
was jujUy regarded as fufficiently qualified to relate his own 
ftory. His journal only required to be divided into chap
ters, and perhaps to be amended by a few verbal correc
tions~ It is not fpeaking extravagantly to fay, that, in 
point of cOlnpofition, his hiftory of his voyage reflects 
upon him no [mall degree of credit. His ftile is natural, 
clear, and manly; being well adapted to the fubject and to 
his own character: and it is pollible that a pen of more 
ftudied elegance would not have given any additional ad
vantage to the narration. It was not till fome time after 
Captain Cook's leaving England that the work was pub
lifhed; but, in the nlean while, the fuperintendence of it 
was undertaken by his learned and valuable friend, Dr. 
Douglas, whofe late promotion to the mitre hath afforded 
pleafure to every literary man, of every denomination. 
When the Voyage appeared, it came recomlnended by the 
accuracy and excellence of its charts,and by a great va
riety of engravings, from the curious and beautiful draw
ings of Mr. Hodges. This work was followed by the pub
lication of the original aftronomical obfervations, which 
had been made by Mr. Wales in the Refolution, and by 
Mr. Bayley in the Adventure. It was at the expenee of 
the Commillioners of Longitude that thefe obfervations 
were made, and it was by their order that they were 
printed. The book of Mr. Wales and Mr. Bayley difplays, 
in the ftrongeft light, the fcientific ufe and value of Captain 
C~ok's voyage ;;c. 

Some 

'* Befide the works' which came from authority, Mr. George Fodler publilhed, 
in tW? volumes, quarto, "A Voyage rouna the World, in his Britannic Majefty's 

T t "noop, 
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Some of the circumftances which have now been men
tioned, have defignedly been brought forward more early 
in point of time than fuould otherwife have been done, in 
order to prevent any interruption in the courfe of the fub
fequent narrative. 

Though Captain Cook was expected to fit down in re
ppfe, after his toils and labours, the defign of farther dif
coveries was not laid afide. The illufion, indeed, of a 
terra Aujiralis incog-nita, to any purpofes of commerce, 
colonization, and utility, had been difpelled: but there 
was another grand queftion which remained to be deter
mined; and that was the practicability of a norther~ paifage 
to the Pacific Ocean. 

It had long been a favourite object with navigators, and 
particularly with the Englifu, to difcover a fhorter, a more 
commodious, and a more profitable courfe of failing to 
Japan and China, and, indeed, to the Eaft Indies in general, 
than by making the tedious circuit of the Cape of Good 
Hope. To find a weftern paffage round North America, 
had been attempted by feveral bold adventurers, frOln 
Frobifher's firft voyage, in 1576, to thofe of James and of 
Fox, in 1631. By thefe expeditions a large addition was 
made to the knowledge of the northern extent of America, 
and Hudfon's and Baffin's Bays were difcovered. But the 

" floop, Refolution." This appeared in 1777. The next year, Dr. john Reinhold 
Fodler communicated to the public, in one volume, quarto, "Obfervations made 
" during a Voyage round the World, on Phyfical Geography, Natural Hiftory, and 
"Ethic Philofophy." It need not be faid, that thefe works contain much curious 
and ufeful information. Mr. George Forfter having been thought to be guilty of 
fome mifreprefentations with regard to certain faCls, Mr. Wales wrote remarks upon 
his book, to which Mr. Forfter replied. As to one or two hafty and premature at. 
tempts to gratify the public cUliofity, they are not worthy to be noticed. 

wHhed-
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wifued-for paffage, on that fide, into the Pacific Ocean, C HAP. 

was frill unattained. Nor were the various attempts of v. 
~ 

our countrymen, and ef the Dutch, to find fnch a paffage, 1776• 

by failing round the north of Afia, in an eaftern direction, 
attended with better fuccefs. Wood's failure, in 1676, ap-
pears to have concluded the long lift of unfortunate expe-
ditions in that century. The difcovery, if not abfolutely 
defpaired of, had been unfuccefsful in fuch a number of 
inftances, that it ceafed, for man y years, to be an obje6l: of 
purfuit .;;c. 

The qneftion was again revived in the prefent century. 
Mr. Dobbs, a warm advocate for the probability of a north
weft paffage through Hndfon's Bay, once more recalled the 
attention of this country to that undertaking. In confe
quence of the fpirit by him excited, Captain Middleton was 
fent out by Government in 1741, and Captains Smith and 
Moore in 1746. But, though an act of Parliament had 
been paired, which fecured a reward of twenty thoufand 
pounds to the difcovery of a paffage, the accomplifhment 
of this favoutitite object continued at as great a diftance as 
evert. 

To afcertain a matter of fuch importance and magni .. 
tude in navigation, was referved to be another glory of his 
prefent majefry's reign. The idea was peculiarly fuited to 
the enlightened mind of the noble lord at the head of the 
Admiralty, and he adopted it with ardour. Preparatory 
to the execution of the defign, Lord Mulgrave failed with 
two fhips, to determine how far navigation was practica
ble towards the north pole. In this expedition, his lord .. 

'* Introducnon to Captain Cook's Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, p. xxviii. 
t Ibid. p. xxix. 
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ihip met with the fame infuperable difficulties which had 
been experienced by former voyagers. Neverthelefs, the 
expeCtation of opening a communiootion between the Pa
cific and Atlantic Oceans, by a northerly courfe, was not 
abandoned; and it was refolved that a voyage ihould be 
undertaken for that purpofe 'i~. 

For the conduCt of an enterprize, tl\.e operations of 
which were intended to be fo new, fo extenfive, and fo 
various, it was evident that great ability, ikill, and ex
perience were indifpenfably nece{fary +. That Captain 
Cook was of all men the beft qualified for carrying it into 
execution, was a matter that could not be called in quef
tion. But, however ardently it might be wifhed that he 
would take upon him the command of the fervice, no one 
(not even his friend and patron, Lord Sandwich himfelf) 
pre[umed to {olicit hilll upon the fubjeCt. The benefits he 
had already conferred on fcience and navigation, and the 
labours and dangers he had gone through, were fo many 
and great, that it was not deemed reafonable to aik him to 
engage in frefh perils. At the fame time, nothing could 
be 1110re natural than to confult him upon every thing re
lative to the bufinefs; and his advice was particularly re
queUed with regard to the propereft perfon for conduCting 
the voyage. To determine this point, the Captain, Sir 
Hugh Pallifer, and Mr. Stephens were invited to Lord 
Sandwich's to dinner. Here, befides taking into confidera
tion what officer ihould be recommended to his Majefty 
for accompliihing the purpofes in view, many things were 
faid concerning the nature of the defign. Its grandeu_f 

• Introduction, ubi {upra, p. xxix. xxx~ 
t Ibid. 

and 
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and dignity, the confequences of it to navigation and fci
ence, and the completion it would give to the whole fyftem 
of difcoveries, were enlarged upon in the courfe of the 
converfation. Captain Cook was 'fo fired with the con
u;mplation and reprefentation of the objeCt, that he ftarted 
up, and declared, that he himfelf would undertake the di
reCtion of the enterprize. It is eafy to fuppofe, with what 
pleafure the noble lord, and the other gentlemen, received 
a propofal which was fo agreeable to their fecret willies, 
and which they thought of the higheft importance to
wards attaining the ends of the voyage ';;~. No time was 
loft by the Earl of Sandwich, in laying the matter before 
the King; and Captain Cook was appointed to the com
mand of the expedition, on the tenth of February, 1776 t. 
At the fame time, it was agreed, that, on his return to 
England, he fi1.ould be reftored to his fituation at Green
wich; and, if no vacancy occurred during the interval, the 
officer who fucceeded him was to refign in his favour t. 

The command and the direCtion of the enterprize be
ing thus happily fettled, it became an objeCt of great im
portance to determine what might be the beft courfe that 
could be given to the voyage. All former navigators round 
the globe had returned to Europe by the Cape of Good 
Hope. But to Captain Cook the arduous tafk was now 
affigned of attempting it by reaching the high northern 
latitudes between Afia and Atnerica; and the adoption of 
this refolution was, I believe, the refult of his own reflec
tions upon the fubjeCt. The ufual plan, therefore, of 
difcovery was reverfed; fa that inftead of a paifage from. 

* From the information of the Right Honourable the Earl of Sandwich., 
t From the books of the Admiralty. 
t From Lord Sandwich's informatiQn. 
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the Atlantic to the Pacific, one from the latter into the 
former was to be tried. Whatever openings or inlets 
there might be on the eaft fide of America, that lie in a 
direction which could afford any hopes of a paffage, it was 
wifely fore[een that the ultimate fucce[s of the expedition 
would depend upon there being an open rea between the 
weft fide of that continent and the extremities of Afia. 
Accordingly' Captain Cook was ordered to proceed into 
the Pacific Ocean, through the chain of the new iflands 
which had been vifited by him in the fouthern tropic. 
After having croffed the equator into the northern parts of 
that ocean, he was then to hold fuch a cour[e as might 
probably fix many interefting points in geography, and 
produce intermediate di[coveries, in his progrefs north
ward to the principal [cene of his operations ~~. With 
regard to his grand objeCt, it was determined, for the 
wi[eft rea[ons, and after the moft mature deliberation and 
enquiry, that upon his arrival on the coaft of New Albion, 
he 1hould proceed northward as far ~s the latitude of 65°, 
and not lore any time in exploring rivers or inlets, or up
on any other account, until he had gotten into that lati
tude t. 

To give every poffible encouragement to the profecu
tion of the great defign in view, the motives of intereft 
were added to the obligations of duty. In the act of Par
liament which paffed in 1745, the reward of twenty 
·thoufand pounds had been only held out to the fhips be .. 

II IntroduCl:ion, ubi fupra, p. xxx. xxxi. 
t See thefe reafons reprefented at large in the admirable IntroduCl:ion to Captain 

Cook's laft voyage; together with a curious and interefting account, never before 
publilhed, of the methods which have been taken by the Rudeon's Bay Company, to 
explore the weftern parts of North America, extending from that bay, p. xl-Ii. 

longing 
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longing to any of his Majejly's jubjeBs, while his Majefty's 
own fhips were excluded. Another, and more capital de
fect of this at\: was, that it confined the reward to fuch 
fbips al~ne as fhould difcover a paifage through Hudfon's 
Bay. By a new law, which pa{fed in 1776, both thefe de
ficiencies were effectually remedied. It was now enacted, 
" That if any fhip belonging to any of his Majefty's fub
" jeC1:s, or to his Majejly, thall find out, and fail through, 
" any paifage by fea, between the Atlantic and Pacific 
" Oceans, in any direBion, or parallel of the northern he
" mifphere, to the northward of the 52° of northern lati
" tude, the owners of fuch fhips, if belonging to any of 
" his Majefty's fubjeC1:s, or the commander, officers, and Jea
" men of juch }hip belonging to his Majejly, fhall receive, as 
" a reward for fuch difcovery, the fum of twenty thou
" [and pounds ~~." 
" That every thing might be done which could facilitate 

.the fuccefs of the grand expedition, Lieutenant Pickerfgill 
was fent out, in 1776, with dir.ections to explore the coafts 
of Baffin's Bay; and, in the next year, Lieutenant Young 
was commiflioned not only to examine the weftern parts 
of that bay, but to endeavour to find a paifage, on that 
fide, from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. Nothing was 
perfornled by either of thefe gentlemen that promoted the 
purpofes of Captain Cook's voyage +. 

Two veifels were fixed. upon by Government for the 
intended fervice; the Refolution, and the Difcovery. The 
command of the former was given to Captain Cook, and 
of the other to Captain Clerke. To the Refolution was 

.. IntroduCl:ion, ubi fupra, p. xxxv, xxxvi. 
i Ibid. p. xxxvi-xl. 
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affigned the fame complement of officers and men which 
file had during her preceding voyage; and the only dif
ference in the eftablifhment of the Difcovery from that of 
the Adventure, was in the fingle inftance of her having no 
marine officer on board. 

From the time of the two ihips being put into commif
fion, the greateft degree of attention and zeal was exerted 
by the Earl of Sandwich, and the reft of the Board of Ad
miralty, to have them equipped in the moft complete man
ner. Both the veffels were fupplied with as much of every 
neceffary article as could conveniently be ftowed, and with 
the beft of each kind that could be procured. Whatever, 
likewif-e, the experience of the fonner voyages had (hewn 
to be of any utility in preferving the health of feamen, 
was provided in a large abundance." That fome perma
nent benefit might be conveyed to the inhabitants of 
Otaheite, and of the other iflands of the Pacific Ocean, • 
whom our navigators might happen to vifit, it was gra-_ 
cioufly commanded by his Majefty that an affortment of 
ufeful animals ihould be carried out to thofe countries. 
Accordingly, a bull, two cows with their calves, and feve
ral fileep, with hay and corn for their fubfiftence, were 
taken on board; and it was intended to add other fervice
able animals to thefe, when Captain Cook filould arrive at 
the Cape of Good Hope. With the fame benevolent pur
pofes, the Captain was furnifhed with a fufficient quantity 
of fuch of our European garden feeds, as could not fail of 
being a valuable prefent to the newly-difcovered ifiands, 
by adding freih fupplies of food to their own vegetable 
productions. By order of the Board of Admiralty, many 
articles befides were delivered to our Commander, which 
were calculated, in various ways, to improve the condi-

tion 
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tion of the natives of the other hemifphere. Still farther 
to promote a friendly intercourfe with them, and to carry 
on a traffic that might be profitable on both fides, an 
ample ~ffortment was provided of iron tools and trinkets. 
An attention no lefs humane was extended to the wants 
of our own people. Some additional clothing, adapted to a 
cold climate, was ordered for the crews of the two fhips ; 
and nothing was denied to our navigators that could be 
fuppofed to be in the leaft conducive to their health, or 
even to their convenience. 

It was not to thefe things only that the extraordinary 
care of Lord Sandwich, and 'of the other gentlemen at the 
head of the naval department, was confined. They were 
equally folicitous to afford every affiftance that was calcu
lated to render the expedition of public utility. Several 
aftronomical and nautical inftrum.ents were intrufted, by 
the Board of Longitude, to Captain Cook, and Mr. King 
his fecond Lieutenant; who had undertaken to make the 
neceffary obfervations, during the voyage, for the improve
ment of aftronomy and navigation. It was originally in
tended that a profeffed obfervator fhould be fent out in the 
Refolution; but the fcientific abilities of the Captain and 
his lieutenant rendered the appointment of fuch a perron 
abfolutely unneceifary. The cafe was fomewhat different 
with regard to the Difcovery. Mr. William Bay ley, who 
had already given fatisfactory proofs of his ikill and dili
gence as an obfervator, while he was employed in Captain 
Furneaux's fhip, during the late voyage, was engaged a 
fecond time, in that capacity, and appointed to fail on board 
Captain Clerke's veifel. The department of natural hif
tory was affigned to Mr. Anderfon, the furgeon of the Re-. 
folution, who was as willing as he was well qualified, to 
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defcribe every th::·Z in that branch of fcience which fhould 
occur worthy of notice. From the remarks of this gentle
man, Captain Cock had derived confiderable affiftance in 
his 'bft navigation; efpecially with regard to the very co
pious vocabulary of the language of Otaheite, and the 
comparative fpecimen of the languages of the other ifiands 
which had then been vifited. There were feveral young 
men among our Commander's fea officers, who, under his 
direction, could be ufefully employed in conftruCting 
charts, in taking _ views of the coafts and headlands near 
which our voyagers luight pafs, and in drawing plans of 
the bays and harbours in which they fhould anchor. With
out a conftant attention to this object, the Captain was fen
fible that his difcoveries could not be rendered profitable 
to future navigators. That he might go out with every 
help which could ferve to make the refult of the voyage 
entertaining to the generality of readers, as well as inftruc
tive to the failor and the fcholar, Mr. Webber was fixed 
upon, and engaged to elubark in the Refolution, for the 
exprefs purpofe of fupplying the unavoidable imperfec
tions of written accounts, by enabling our people to pre
ferve, and to bring home, fuch drawings of the moft nle
morable fcenes of their tranfaCtions, as could only be exe
cuted by a profeifed and fkilful artift. 

As the hft mark of the extraordinary attention which 
the Earl of Sandwich, Sir Hugh Pallifer, and others of the 
Board of Admiralty had uniformly fhewn to the prepara
tions for the expedition, they went down to Long Reach, 
and paid a vifit to the fhips, on the eighth of June, to ex
amine whether every thing was completed conformably to 
their intentions and orders, and to the fatisfaCtion of all 
who were to embark in the voyage. His lordfhip and the 

reft 
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ref\:: of the Admiralty Board, together with feveral noble
men -and gentlemen of their acquaintance, honoured Cap
tain Cook, on that day, with their company, at dinner. 
Both upon their coming on board and their going afhore, 
they were' faluted with feventeen guns,· and with three 
cheers. 

As the ihips were to touch at Otaheite and the Society 
Iflands, it had been detennined not to omit the only op
portunity . which nlight ever offer of carrying Omai back 
to his native country. Accordir;,gly, h..:: li::~t London, on 
the twenty-fourth of June, in company with Captain 
Cook; and it was with a mixture of regret and fatisfac
tion that he took his departure. When England, and 
thofe who, during his fray, had honoured him with their 
protection or friendfhip were fpoken of, his fpirits were 
fenfibly affected, and it was with difficulty that he could 
refrain from tears. But his eyes began to fparkle with 
joy, as foon as ever the converfation was turned to his 
own iflands. The good treatment he received in Eng
land had made a deep impreffion upon his mind; and he 
entertained the higheft ideas of the country and of the 
people. Neverthelefs, the pleafing profpect he now had 
before him of returning home, loaded with what, he well 
knew, would there be efteemed invaluable treafures, and 
the flattering hope which the poifeffion of thefe afforded 
him of attaining to a diftinguifhed fuperiority among his 
countrymen, were confiderations which operated, by de
grees, to fupprefs every uneafy fenfation. By the time he 
had gotten on board the fhip, he appeared to be quite 
happy. 

His Majefty had furnifhed Omai with an ample provi
fion of every article which our Englifh navigators, during 
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their former intercourfe with Otaheite and the Society 
Ifiands, had obferved to be in any eftimation there, either 
as ufeful or ornamental. Many prefents, likewife, of the 
fame nature, had been made him by Lord Sandwich, Sir 
Jofeph Banks, and feveral other gentlemen and ladies of 
his acquaintance. In fhort, both during his refidence in 
England, and at his departure from it, no method had been 
negleCted, which could be calculated to render him the in
ftrument of conveying to the inhabitants of the iflands of 
the Pacific Ocean, the moft exalted ideas of the greatnefs 
and generofity of the Britifh nation ;lc • 

.. Captain Cook's Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, Vol. It p. 2.-7-

CHAPTER 
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'l'be Hi/lory of Captain Cook's Life, from tbe Com111JJncement 
of bis Voyag-e to tbe Pacific Ocean, to bis Deatb. 

E VE R Y preparation for the voyage being completed, 
Captain Cook received an order to proceed to Ply

mouth, and to take the Difcovery under his command. 
Having, accordingly, given the proper direCtions to Captain 
Clerke, he failed from the N ore to the Downs, on the 
twenty-fifth of June. On the thirtieth of the fame month, 
he anchored.in Plymouth Sound, where the Difcovery was 
already arrived. It was the eighth of July before our 
Commander received his infiruCtions for the voyage; and, 
at the fame time, he was ordered to proceed, with the 
Refolution, to the Cape of Good Hope. Captain Clerke, 
who was detained in London by fome unavoidable cir
cumftances, was to follow,. as foon as he fhould join his 
fhip. 

In the evening of the twelfth, Captain Cook fiood out 
of Plymouth Sound; and purfued his courfe down the 
channel.. It was very early that he began his judicious 
operations for preferving the health of his crew; for, on 
the feventeenth, the {hip was fmoked between the decks 
with gunpowder, and the fpare fails were well aired. On 
the thirtieth, the moon being totally eclipfed, the Captain 
obferved it with a night tele[cope. He had not, . on this 
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occafion, an opportunity of n1aking many obfervations. 
The reafon was, that the moon was hidden behind the 
clouds the greater part of the time"; and this was particu
larIy the cafe, when the beginning and the end of total 
darknefs, and the end of the eclipfe, happened. 

It being found that there was not hay and corn fuffi
cient for the fubfifience of the frock of animals on board, 
till the arrival of our people at the Cape of Good Hope, 
Captain Cook determined to touch at Teneriffe. This 
iiland he thought better adapted to the purpofes of pro
curing thefe articles, and other refreiliments, than Ma
deira. On ,the firfi of Augufi, he anchored in the road of 
Santa Cruz, and immediately difpatched an officer to. the 
Governor, who, with the utmoft politeneis, granted every 
thing which onr Commander requefied. 

Were a judgment to be formed from the appearance of 
the country in the neighbourhood of Santa Cruz, it might 
be concluded that Teneriffe is fo barren a fpot, as to be in
fufficient for the maintenance even of its own inhabitants. 
It was proved, however, by the ample fupplies which our 
navigators receive<;l, that the iflanders had enough to fpare 
for vifiters. The neceffilry articles of refrefhment were 
procured at fuch moderate prices, as to confirm Captain 
Cook in hi$ opinion, that Teneriffe is a lTIOre eligible place 
than Madeira, for fhips to touch at which are bound on 
long voyages. Indeed, the wine of the latter ifland is far 
fuperior to that of the former; but then it can only be 
purchafed by a fum of money proportionally larger. 

During the iliort fray which the Captain made at Tene
riffe, he continued with great affiduity his afrronomical 
obfervations; and Mr. Anderfon has not a l!ttIe contri
buted to the farther knowledge of the country, by his re-

marks 
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marks on its general ftate, its natural appearances, its pro- C HAP. 

duerions, and its inhabitants. He learned from a fenfible v I. 
and well informed gentleman, who refided in the Hland, 
that a furub is common there, whjch agrees exactly with 
the defcription given by Tournefort and Linnreus, of the 
tea jhrub, as growing in China and Japan. It is reckoned 
a weed, and every year is rooted out in large quantities 
from the vineyards. The Spaniards, however, fometimes 
ufe it as tea, and afcribe to it all the qualities of that which 
is imported from China. They give it alfo the name of 
tea, and fay that it was found in the cou,ntry when the 
ifiands were firft difcovered. Another botanical curiofity 
is called the impreg-nated lemon; which is a perfeCt and dif
tiner lemon, enclofed within another, and differing from 
the outer one only in being a little more globular. 

The air and climate of Teneriffe are, in general, re
markably healthful, and particularly adapted to give re
lief in pulmonary complaints. This the gentleman be
fore mentioned endeavoured to account for from "its being 
always in a perron's power to procure a different tempera
ture of the air, by refiding at different heights in the 
ifiand. He expreifed, therefore, his furprize that the phy
ficians of England fuould never have thought of fending 
their confumptive patients to Teneriffe, inftead of Nice or 
Lillion. 

Although it is not underftood that there is any great 
fimilarity between the manners of the Englifh and thofe of 
the Spaniards, it was obfervable, that the difference be
tween them was very little perceived by Om-ai. He 
only faid, that the Spaniards did not appear to be [0 

friendly as the Englifh; and that, in their perfons, they 
approached 
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approached to fome refemblance of his own country ... 
men';;~ 

On the fourth, Captain Cook failed from Teneriffe, and 
proceeded on his voyage. Such was his attention, both 
to the difcipline and the health of his company, that twice 
in the [pace of five days, he exercifed them at great guns 
and fmall arms, and cleared and fmoaked the fbi p below 
decks. On the evening of the tenth, when the Refolution 
was at a {mall diftance from the ifiand of Bonavifia, fbe 
-ran fo clofe upon a number of funken rocks, that fbe did 
but juft weather the breakers. The fituation of our voy
-agers, for a few minutes, was very alarming. In this fitu
ation the Captain, with the intrepid coolnefs which diftin
guifhed his charaCter, did not choofe to found, as that, 
without any poffibility of leifening, might have heighten
ed the danger. 

While our Comlnander was near the Cape de Verde 
Ifiands, he had an opportunity of correCting an affertion of 
Mr. Nichelfon's, with regard to the manner of failing by 
thofe iflands, which, if implicitly trufted to, might prove 
of dangerous confequence. On the thirteenth, our navi
gators arrived before Port Praya, in the Ifiand of St. Jago; 
but as the Difcovery was not there, and little water had 
been expended in the paffage from Teneriffe, Captain 
Cook did not think proper to go in; but frood to the 
fouthward. 

In the courfe of the voyage, between the latitudes of 
1'2° and 7° north, the weather was generally dark and 
gloomy. The rains were frequent, and accompanied with 
that clofe and fultry weather which too often brings on 

• Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 8-2.8. 
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ficknefs in this pafI"age. At fuch a time the worft confe
quences are to be apprehended; and commanders of :Chips 
cannot be too much upon their guard. It is neceffary 
for thein to purify the air between decks with fires and 
[moke, and to oblige their people to dry their clothes at 
every opportunity. The conftant obfervance of thefe 
precautions on board the Refolution, was attended with 
fuch fuccefs, that the Captain had now fewer fick men 
than on either of his former voyages. This was the 
more remarkable, as, in confequence of the feams of 
the veffel having opened fo wide as to admit the raiu 
w hen it fell, there was fcaree1 y a man who could lie dry 
in his bed; and the officers in the gun-room were all 
driven out of their cabbins by the water that came 
through the fides. When fettled weather returned, the 
caulkers were employed in repairing thefe defeCts, by 
caulking the decks and infide weather-works of the fhip; 
for the humanity of our Commander would not truft the 
worklnen over the fides, while the Refolution was at fea. 

On the firfr of September, our navigators croff'ed the 
equator .;i!-,. While, on the eighth, Captain Cook was near 
the eafrern coaft of Brazil, he was at confiderable pains to 
fettle its longitude, which, till fome better afrronomical 
obfervations are made on :ibore in that country, he con
cluded to be thirty-five degrees and a half, or thirty-fix de
grees weft, at moft. 

As our people proceeded on their voyage, they frequent
ly faw, in the night, thofe luminous marine animals which 
have formerly been mentioned and defcribed. Some of 
them appeared to be confiderably larger than any which 

it This was in the longitude of 270 38' weft. 
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VI. were fo numerous, that hundreds of them were vifible at 
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the fame moment. 
On the eighteenth of OCtober, the Refolution came to 

an anchor in Table Bay, at the Cape of Good Hope; and 
the ufual compliments having been paid to Baron Plett en
berg the Governor, Captain Cook immediately applied 
hinlfelf to his cuftomary operations. Nothing remarkable 
occurred till the evening of the thirty-firft, when a tem
peft arofe from the fouth-eaft, which lafted three days, 
and which was fo violent, that the Refolution was the only 
fhip in the bay that rode out the gale without dragging 
her anchors. The effeCts of the ftorm were fenfibly felt 
by our people on fhore; for their tents and obfervatory 
were torn to pieces, and their aftronomical quadrant nar
rowly efcaped irreparable damage. On the third of No
vember, the tempeft ceafed, and the next day the Eng-
1iih were enabled to refume their different employments. 

It was not till the tenth of the month that Captain Cook 
had th,e fatisfaCtion of feeing the Difcovery arrive in the 
bay, and effeCt her junCtion with the Refolution. She had 
failed from England on the firft of" A uguft, and would 
have reached the Cape of Good Hope a week fooner, if 
fhe had not been driven from the coaft by the late ftorm. 
Every affiftance was immediately given to put her into a 
proper condition for proceeding on the voyage. 

While the neceffary preparations for the future navi
gation were completing, a difafter happened with regard 
to the cattle which had been carried out in the Refolution. 
They had been conveyed on fhore for the purpofe of 
grazing. The bull, and two cows, with their calves, had 
been fent to graze along with fome other cattle; but Cap-

tain 
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tain Cook was advifed to keep the ilieep, which were fix
teen in number, clofe to the tents·, where they were penned 
up every evening. During the night preceding the four
teenth, fome dogs having gotten in among them, forced 
them out of the pen, killed four, and difperfed the reft. 
Six of them were recovered the next day; but the two 
rams, and two of the fineft ewes in the whole flock, were 
amongft thofe which were miffing. Baron Plettenberg 
being at this time in the country, our commander applied 
to Mr. Hemmy, the lieutenant governor, ~nd to the fifcal, 
for redrefs; and both thefe gentlen1en promifed to ufe their 
endeavours for the recovery of the loft theep. It is the 
boaft of the Dutch, that the police at the Cape is fo care
fully executed, that it is fcarcely poffible for a Have, with 
all his cunning and knowledge of the country, to effectu
ate his efcape. N everthelefs, Captain Cook's theep evaded 
all the vigilance of the fifcal's officers and people. At 
length, after much trouble and expenee, by employing 
fome of the meaneft and loweft fcoundrels in the place,. 
he recovered all but the two ewes, of which he never 
could hear the leaft tidings. The character given of the 
fellows to whom the Captain was obliged to have recourfe, 
by the perf on who recommended their being applied to, 
was, that for a ducatoon they would cut their mafter's 
throat, burn the houfe over his head, and bury him and 
the whole family in the allies. 

During the ftay of our voyagers at the Cape, fome of 
the officers, accompanied by Mr. Anderfon, made a thort 
excurfion into the neighbouring country. This gentle
man, as ufual, was very diligent in recording every thing 
which appeared to him worthy of obfervation. His remarks, 
however, in the prefent cafe, will be deemed of little con-
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fequence, compared with the full, accurate, and curious 
account of the Cape of Good Hope, with which Dr. Sparr
man hath lately favoured the literary world. 

With refpeCl: to Captain Cook, be fides the unavoidable 
care which lay upo·n him, in providing his fhips with what
ever was req uifite for the commodious and fuccefsful pro
fecution of the voyage, his attention was eminently direCt
ed to fcientific objeCts. He was anxious to afcertain the 
currents, the variations of the compafs, and the latitude 
and longitude of the places to which he came. The obfer
vations which he colleCted, and recorded in his journal, 
while he was at the Cape of Good Hope, will be efteemed 
of the greateft importance by judicious navigators .,l~. 

After the difafter which had happened to the iheep, it 
Inay well be fuppofed that our Commander did not long 
truft on fhore thofe which remained. Accordingly, he 
gave orders to have them, and the other cattle, conveyed 
on board as faft as poffible. He made an addition, alia, 
to the original ftock, by the purcha[e of two young bulls, 
two heifers, two young frone-horfes, two mares, two rams, 
feveral ewes and goats, and fome rabbits and poultry. All 
thefe animals were intended for New Zealand, Otaheite, 
and the neighbouring iflands; and, indeed, for any other 
places, in the courfe of the voyage, where the leaving of 
any of them might be of fervice to pofterity. 

In the fupplies which were provided at the Cape, Cap
tain Cook paid a particular regard to the nature and ex
tent of his undertaking. As it was impoffible to teB when .. , 
or where, he mIght meet WIth a place which could fo 
amply contribute to his neceffities, he thought proper to 

• Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. "9-50 • 
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lay in fuch a ftore of proviiions for both fhips, as would be 
fufficient to laft them for two years and upwards. 

Our Commander having given a copy of his inftruc
tions to Captain Clerke, and an order directing him how 
to proceed in cafe of a feparation, weighed from Table Bay 
on the thirtieth of November, though it was not till the 
third of December that he got clear of the land. On the 
fixth, the 1hips paired through feveral fpots of water, 
nearly of a red colour. When fome of this was taken 
up, it was fonnd to contain a large quantity of fmall ani
mals, of a reddifh hue, and which the microfcope dif
covered to refemble a cray-fifh. As our navigators pur
fued their courfe to the fouth-eaft, a very thong gale, 
which they had from the weftward, was followed by a 
mountainous fea, in confequence of which the Refolution 
rolled and tumbled fo much, that the cattle on board were 
preferved with the utmoft difficulty. Soon after, feveral 
of the goats, efpecially the males, together with fome 
fheep, died, notwithftanding all the care to prevent it that 
was exercifed by our people. This misfortune was chiefly 
owing to·the coldnefs of the weather, which now began to 
be felt in the moft fenfible manner. 

On the twelfth, land was feen, which, upon a nearer 
approach, was found to confift of two ifiands. That 
which lies moft to the fouth, and is the largeft, was judg
ed by Captain Cook to be about fifteen leagues in circuit. 
The northerly one is about nine leagues in circuit; and 
the two iflands are at the diftance of five leagues from 
each other ;.j' • As the fbi ps paired through the channel be-

* The largeft illand lies in latitude 46° 53' routh, and in longitude 3t 46' eaft; 
and the fmaller one in latitude 46° 4' fouth, and in 38° 8' eail longitude. 
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tween them, our voyagers could not difcover, with the 
affiftance of their beft glaifes, either tree or fbrub on either 
of them. They feemed to have a rocky and bold fhore, 
and their furface is tor the Inoft part compofed of barren 
mountains, the fumtnits and fides of which were covered 
with fnow. Thefe two iflands, together with four others, 
which lie from nine to twelve degrees of longitude more 
to the eaft, and nearly in the fame latitude, had been dif
covered by Captains Marion du Frefne, and Crozet, French 
navigators, in January 1772 , on their paifage, in t.wo {hips, 
from the Cape of Good Hope to the Philippine Hlands. 
As no natnes had been affigned to them in a chart of the 
Southern Ocean, which Captain Crozet communicated to 
Captain Cook in 1775, our Commander diil:inguifhed 
the two larger ones by calling them PRINCE EDWARD'S 
ISLANDS, after his Majefty's fourth fon. To the other 
four, with a view of commemorating the difcoverers, he 
gave the name of MARION'S and CROZET'S ISLANDS. 

Though it was now the n1iddle of fummer in this he
mifphere, the weather was not lefs fevere than what is 
generally n1et with in England in the very depth of win
ter. Inftead, however, of being difcouraged by this cir
cumftance, the Captain fhaped his courfe in fuch a man
ner as to pafs to the fouthward of Marion's and Crozet's 
lfiands, that he might get into the latitude of land which 
had been difcovered by Monfieur de Kerguelen, another 
French navigator. It was part of our Commander's in
ftruCtions to examine whether a good harbour might not 
here be found. 

As our voyagers, on the twenty-fourth, were fteering to 
the eail:ward, a fog clearing up a little, which had involved 
them for fome time, and which had rendered their navi

gation 
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gation both tedious and dangerolls, land was feen, bearing 
fouth-fouth-eafr. Upon a nearer approach, it was found 
to be an ifiand of confiderable height, and about three 
leagues in circuit. Another ifiand, of the fame magnitude, 
was foon after difcovered, and in a !hort f pace a third, 
befides fome fmaHer ones. At times, as the fog broke 
away, there was the appearance of land over the fmall 
ifiands, and Captain Cook entertained thoughts of fteering 
for it, by running in between them. But, on drawing 
nearer, he found that, fo long as the weather continued 
foggy, this would be a perilous attempt. For if there 
fhould be no paffage, or if our people ihould nleet with 
any fudden danger, there wa.s fuch -a prodigious fea, break
ing on all the !hores in a frightful furf, that it would have 
been impoffible for the veffels to be gotten off. At the 
fame time, the Captain faw another ifiand; and, as he did 
not know how many more might fucceed, he judged it 
prudent, in order to a.void getting entangled among un
known lands in a thick fog, to wait for clearer weather. 

The ifiand laft mentioned is a high round rock, which 
was named BLIGH'S CAP 'i~. Our Commander had received 
fome very flight information concerning it at Teneriffe, 
and his fagacity in tracing it was fuch as immediately led 
him to determine that it was the fame that Monfieur de 
Kerguelen had called the Ine of Rendezvous. His reafon 
for giving it that name is not very apparent; for nothing 
can rendezvous upon it but fowls of the air, it being cer
tainly inacceffible to every other animal. The weather 
beginning to clear up, Captain Cook fteered in for the land, 
of which a faint view had been obtained in the morning. 

• The latitude of Bligh's Cap is 48° 29' fouth, and its longitude 68° 40' ea£l:. 
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This was Kerguelen's Land. No fooner had ournaviga
tors gotten off Cape Franqois, than they obferved the coaft, 
to the fouthward, to be much indented by projecting points 
and bays; from which circumftance they were [ure of find-
ing a good harbour. Accordingly, fuch a harbour was 
fpeedily difcovered, in which the fhips came to an anchor 
on the twenty-fifth, being Chriftmas Day. Upon landing, 
our Commander found the fhore almoft entirely covered 
with penguins and other birds, and with feals. The latter, 
which were not numerous, having been unaccuftomed to 
vifiters, were fo infenfible of fear, that as many as were 
wanted, for thepurpofe of making ufe of their fat or blub
ber, were killed without difficulty. FreJh water was fo 
plentiful, that every gully afforded a large ftream ; but not 
a fingle tree or fhrub, or the leaft fign of it, could be met 
with, and but very little herbage of any fort. Before Cap
tain Cook returned to his fhip, he afcended the firft ridge 
of rocks, that rife in a kind of amphitheatre, above one 
another, in hopes of obtaining a view of the country; in 
which, however, he was di[appointed; for, previoufiy to 

. his reaching the top, there came on [0 thick a fog, that he 
could [carcely find his way down again. In the evening, 
the [eine was hauled at the head of the harbour, but only 
half a dozen [mall £lih were caught. As no better fuccefs 
attended a trial which was made the next day with hook 
and line, the only refource for frefh provifion w.as in birds, 
the flore of which was inexhauftible. 

The people having wrought hard for two days, and 
nearly completed their water, the Captain allowed theln 
the twenty-feventh, as a day of reft, to celebrate Chrift
mas. Many of them, in confequence of this indulgence, 
went on iliore, and n1ade excurfions, in different directions, 

into 



CAP T A I N JAM ESC 0 0 K. 

into the country, which they found barren and defolate in 
the higheft degree. One of them, in his ramble, difcover
ed, and brought to our Commander, in the evening, a 
quart bottle, faftened with fome wire to a projeCting rock 
on the north fide of the harbour. This bottle: contained 
a piece of parchment, on which was written the follow
ing infcri ption : 

Ludovico XV. Galliarum 
rege et d. ;i< de Boynes 

regi a Secret is ad Res 
maritimas annis 1772 et 

1773· 

It was clear, from this infcription, that our Englifh navi
gators were not the firft who had been in the place. As a 
memorial of our people's having touched at the fame har
bour, Captain Cook wrote, as follows, on the other fide of 
the parchment: 

Naves Refolution 
et Difcovery 

de Rege Magnte Britannid!, 
gecembris 1776. 

He then put it again into a bottle, together with a filver 
two-penny piece of 1772. Having covered the mouth of 
the bottle with a leaden cap, he . placed it, the next morn
ing, in a pile of ftones ereCted for the purpofe, upon a little 
eminence on the north fhore of the harbour, and near to 

* The (d.) is doubtlefs a contraaion for the word Domino. Monfieur de Boynes 
was then the fecretary of the Freneb marine. 
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the place where it was firft found. In this pofition it can
not efcape the notice of any European, whom accident or 
defign may bring into the port. Here the Captain dif
played the Britifh flag, and nanled the place CHRISTMAS 
HARBOUR, from our voyagers having arrived in it on that 
feftival. 

After our Commander had finiihed the bufinefs of the 
infcription, he went in his boat round the harbour, to exa
mine what the ihore afforded. His more particular object 
was to look for drift-wood; but he did not find a fingle 
piece throughout the whole extent of the place. On the 
fame day, accompanied by Mr. King, his fecond Lieute
nant, he went upon Cape Franc;ois, with the hope, that, 
from this elevation, he might obtain a view of the fea
co aft, and of the adjoining iflands. But when he had 
gotten up, he found that every diftant object below him 
was obfcured in a thick fog. The land on the fame plain, 
or of a greater height, was fufficiently vifible, and appear
ed naked and defolate in the higheft-degree; fome hills to 
the fouthward excepted, which were covered with inow. 

On the twenty-ninth, Captain Cook departed from 
Chriftmas Harbour, and proceeded to range along the 
co aft, with a view of difcovering its pofition and extent. 
In purfuing his courfe, he met with feveral promontories 
and bays, together with a peninfula, all of which he has 
defcribed and named, chiefly in honour of his various 
friends. Such was the danger of the navigation, that the 
ihips had more than once a very narrow efcape. On the 
fame day, another harbour was difcovered, in which the 
veffels came to an anchor for one night. Here the Cap
tain, Mr. Gore, and Mr. Bayley went on :£hore, to examine 

the 
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the country, which they found, if poffible, more barren C HAP. 

and defolate than the land that lies about Chrifimas har- VI. 

bour: and yet, if the leafi fertility were any where to be 
expected, it ought to have exified in this place, which is 
completely fueltered from the bleak and predominating 
foutherly and wefierly winds. Our Commander obferved, 
with regret, that there was neither food nor covering for 
cattle of any fort; and that, if he left any, they mufi ine
vitably perifh. Finding no encouragement to continue 
his refearches, he weighed anchor and put to fea on the 
thirtieth, having given to the harbour the name of POR T 

PALLISER *. On the fame day he came to a point, which 
proved to be the very eaftern extremity of Kerguelen's 
Land t. In a large bay, near this point, there was a prodi
gious quantity of fea-weed, fome of which is of a mofi ex
traordinary length. It feemed to be the fame kind of vege
table production that Sir J ofeph Banks had formerly diftin
guiihed by the appellation of Fucus Giganteus. Although 
the fiem is not nluch thicker than a nlan's hand, Cap
tain Cook thought himfelf well warranted to fay, that 
part of it grows to the length of fixty fathoms and up
ward. 

The refuIt of the examination of Kerguelen's Land was, 
that the quantity of latitude which it occupies doth not 
much exceed one degree and a quarter. Its extent, from 
eafi to wefi, fiill remains undecided. At its firfi difco
very, it was probably fuppofed to belong to a fouthern 
continent; but, in fact, it is an ifland, and that of no great 

• It is fituated in the latitude of 49° 3' fouth, and the longitude of 690 37' ealt. 
t This point, which Captain Cook called Cape Digby, is fituated in the latitude: 

of 49° 23' fouth, and the longitude of 70° 34' eaft. 
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extent ;;~. If our Commander had not been unwilling to 
deprive Monfieur Kerguelen of the honour of its bearing 
his name, he would have been difpofed, from its fterility, 
to call it the Uland of Defolation. 

It iliould here be mentioned, that Monfieur de Kerguelen 
Inade two vifits to the coaft of this country; one in 1772, 
and another in 1773. With the firft of thefe voyages Cap
tain Cook had only a very flight acquaintance, and to the 
fecond he was totally a ftranger; fo that he fcarcely had 
any opportunity of comparing his own difcoveries with 
thofe of the French navigator. Monfieur de Kerguelen 
was peculiarly unfortunate, in having done but little to 
complete what he had begun; for though he difcovered a 
new land, he could not, in two expeditions to it, once bring 
his fhips to an anchor upon any part of its coafts. Captain 
Cook had either fewer difficulties to ftruggle with, or was 
more fuccefsful in furmounting thein. 

During the iliort time in which our voyagers lay in 
Chriftmas Harbour, Mr. Anderfon loft no opportunity of 
fearching the country in every diretl:ion. Perhaps no 
place, hitherto difcovered, under the fame parallel of lati
tude, affords fo fcanty a field for a natural hiftorian. All 
that could be known in the fpace of time allotted him, and 
probably all that will ever be worthy to be known, was 
colletl:ed by this gentleman. A verdure, which had been 
feen at a little diftance from the iliore, gave our people the 
flattering expetl:ation of meeting with a variety of herbage: 
but in this they were greatly deceived. On landing, it was 
perceived that the lively colour which had impofed upon 

;II Kerguelen, who was acquainted with nearly fourfcore leagues of its coafi, fays, 
that he has reafon to believe that it is about two hundred leagues in circuit. 
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them, was occafioned only by one fmall plant, not unlike C HAP. 

fome forts of Saxifragoe. It grows in large fpreading tufts, VI. 
~ 

a confiderable way up the hills. The whole catalogue of 1776• 

plants does not exceed fixteen or eighteen, including feve-
ral kinds of mofs, and a beautiful fpecies of lichen, which 
rifes higher up from the rocks than the reft of the ve-
getable productions. There is not the appearance of a 
fhrub in the whole country. Nature has been fOlnewhat 
more bountiful in furnifhing it with animals; though, 
ftrictly fpeaking, they are not inhabitants of the place, 
being all of the marine kind. In general, the land is only 
ufed by them for breeding, and as a refting-place. Of 
thefe aninlals the moft confiderable are feals; being of that 
fort which is called the Urfine Seal. The birds, which 
have already been mentioned as very numerous, chiefly 
confift of penguins, ducks, petrels, albatroifes, fhags, gulls 
and fea fwallows. Penguins, which are far fuperior in 
number to the reft, are of three kinds, one of which had 
never been feen by any of our voyagers before. The 
rocks, or foundations of the hills, are principally compofed 
of that dark blue, and very hard fione, which feems to be 
one of the moft univerfal productions of nature. Nothing 
was difcovered that had the leaft appearance of are or 
metal"l~. 

From this defolate coafi Captain Cook took his depar-
ture on the thirty-firfi, intending, agreeably to his infiruc- 31 Dec. 
tions, to touch next at New Zealand; that he might obtain 
a recruit of water, take in wood, and make hay for the 
cattle. Their number was now confiderably diminifhed; 
for two young bulls, one of the heifers, two rams, and fe-

"* Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 52-90. 
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veral of the goats, had died while our navigators were 'em
ployed in exploring Kerguelen's Land. For forne time they 
had frefu gales, and tolerably clear weather. But on the 
third of January, 1777, the wind veered to the north, where 
it continued eight days, and was attended with fo thick a 
fog, that the fuips ran above three hundred leagues in the 
dark. Occafionally the weather would clear up, and give 
our people a fight of the fun; but this happened very 
feldom, and was always of fhort continuance. However, 
amidft all the darknefs produced by the fog, the veffels, 
though they fe1dom faw each other, were fo fortunate, in 
confequence of frequently firing guns as fignals, that they 
didnotlofe company. On the twelfth, the northerly winds 
ended in a calm ';':. This was fucceeded, in a little time, by a 
wind from the fuuth ward, which :brought on a rain, that 
continued for twenty-four hours. At the end of the rain, 
the wind frefuened, and veering to the weft and 11orth
weft, was followed by fair and clear weather. 

Nothing very remarkable occurred to our voyagers till 
the twenty-fourth, when they difcovered the coaft of Van 
Dieme.n's Land; and, on the twenty-fixth, the fhips came 
to an anchor in Adventure Bay. Captain Cook, as foon as 
he had anchored, ordered the boats to be hoifted out; in 
one of which he went himfelf, to look for the moil: COln

modious place for obtaining the neceffary fupplies. Wood 
and water were found in abundance, and in places fuffi
ciently convenient; but grafs, which was moil: wanted, 
was fcarce, and, at the fame time, very coarfe. N eceffity, 
however, obliged our people to take up with fuch as could 
be proc ured. 

• The lhips were then in latitude 480 40' fouth, and in longitude 1100 26' eaft. 

On 
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On the twenty-eighth, the Englifh who were employed 
in cutting wood were agreeably furprized with a viiit from 
fame of the natives. They confifred of eight men and a 
boy, who approached our voyagers not only without fear, 
but with the mofr perfect confidence and freedOln. There 
was only a fingle perf on anlong them who had any thing 
which bore the leafr appearance of a weapon, and that was 
l10 more than a frick about two feet long, and pointed at 
one end. Thefe people. were quite naked, and wore no 
kind of ornaments; unlefs fame large punctures or ridges 
raifed in different parts of their bodies, either in frrait or 
curved lines, lnay be confidered in that light. Moil: of 
them had their hair and beards fmeared with a red oint
nlent; and the faces of fame of them were painted with 
the fame compofition. Every prefent which Captain 
Cook made them they received without the leaft appear
ance of fatisfaCtion. Of bread and elephant fifh, which 
were offered them, they refufed to tafte, but fhewed that 
they were fond of birds as an article of food.. Two pigs, 
which the Captain had brought on fhore, having come 
within their reach, they feized them by the ears, as a dog 
would have done, and would have carried them off imme
diately, apparently with no other intention than to kill 
them. Our Commander being defirous of knowing the 
ufe of the frick which one of the Indians had in his hands, 
he fignified, by figns, his wifhes to that purpofe. His in
timations fo fa.r fucceeded, that one of them fet up a piece 
of wood as a mark, and threw at it, at the difrance of 
about twenty yards. There was but little reafon to com
mend his dexterity; for, after repeated trials, he was frill 
very wide from his object. Om ai, to convince the natives 
how much our weapons were fuperior to theirs, then fired 

his 
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his nlufquet at the mark, by which they were fo greatly 
terrified, that, notwithftanding aU the endeavours of the 
Englifh to quiet their minds, they ran infiantly into the 
woods. 

After the retreat of the Indians, Captain Cook, judging 
that their fears would prevent their remaining near enough 
to obferve what paired, ordered the two pigs, being a boar 
and a fow, to be carried about a mile within the head of 
the bay, and faw theln left there, by the fide of a frefh
water brook. It was, at firft, his benevolent intention to 
make an additional prefent to Van Diemen's Land, of a 
young bull and cow, together with fome fheep and goats. 
But, upon reft.eCtion, he laid afide this defign; being per
fuaded that the natives would deft roy them; from their in
capacity of entering into his views with regard to the im
provement of their country. As pigs are animals which 
foon become wild, and are fond of the thickeft cover of the 
woods, there was the greater probability of their being 
preferved. For the accommodation of the other cattle an 
open place nluft have been chofen; in which fituation 
they could not pollibly have been concealed many days. 

On the twenty-ninth, about twenty of the inhabitants, 
n1en and boys, joined Captain Cook and fuch of his people 
as had landed with him, without manifefting the leaft fign 
of fear or diftruft. It was remarkable, that one of the In
dians was confpicnoni1y deformed; nor was he "more difiin
guifhed by the hump upon his back, than "by the drollery 
of his gefiures, and the humour of his fpeeches, which 
had the appearance of being intended for the entertain
ment of our voyagers. Unfortunately, the language in 
which he fpake to them was wholly unintelligible. To 
each of the prefent group the Captain gave "a firing of 

beads 
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beads and a medal, which they feemed to receive with 
fome fatisfatl:ion. On iron, and on iron tools, they ap
peared to fet no value. There was reafon to believe that 
they were even ignorant of fifh-hooks; and yet it is dif
ficult to fuppofe that a people who inhabit a fea-coaft, 
and who were not obferved to derive any part of their 
fuftenance from the produCtions of the ground, fhould be 
unacquainted with fOlne mode of catching fifh. However, 
they were never feen to be thus employed; nor was any 
canoe or veffel difcovered by which they could go upon 
the water. Though they had rejeCted the kind of fifh 
which had been offered them, it was evident that fhell-fifh 
made a part of their food. 

After Captain Cook had left the fhore, feveral women 
and children made their appearance, and were introduced 
to Lieutenant King by fome of the nlen that attended 
thenl. Thefe females (a Kal'lg-ooroo fkin excepted, which 
was tied over their fhoulders, and feemed to be intended to 
fupport their infants) were as naked and as black as the 
men, and had their bodies marked with fcars in the fame 
manner.· Many of the 'children had fine features, and were 
thought to be pretty; but a lefs favourable report was 
made of the women, and efpecially of thofe who were ad
vanced in years, Some of the gentlemen, however, be
longing to the Difcovery, as our Commander was inform
ed, paid their addreffes, and made liberal offers of prefents, 
which were rejected with great difdain. It is certain that 
this gallantry was not very agreeable to the men: for an 
elderly man, as foon as he obferved it, ordered the women 
to retire. The order was obeyed; but, on the part of 
fame of the females, with the appearance of a little re
luCtance. 
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C HAP. On the prefent occafion, Captain Cook made fome pro .. 
VI. per and pertinent refleCtions, which I ihall deliver in his 

"--'----J own words. "This conduCt," fays he, " of Europeans 
1777· "among Savages, to their women, is highly blameable; 

" as it creates a jealoufy in their men, that may be attend .. 
" ed with confequences fatal to the fuccefs of the com .. 
" mon enterprize, and to the whole body of adventurers, 

, " without advancing the private purpofe of the indivi
" dual, or enabling him to gain the objeCt of his wi1hes~ 
" I believe it has generally been found, amongft uncivi
" lized people, that where the women are eafyof accefs, 
" the ITlen are the firft to offer them to fhangers; and 
" that, where this is not the cafe, neither the -allurement 
" of prefents, nor the opportunity of privacy, will be 
" likely to have the de fired effeCt. This obfervation, I 
" am fure, will hold good throughout all the parts of 
" the South Sea where I have been. Why then ihould 
" men aCt fo abf urd a part, as to riik. their own fafety, 
" and that of all their companions, in purfuit of a gratifi
" cation which they have no probability of obtaining ?" 

While our navigators were at Van Diemen's Land, they 
were fuccefsful in obtaining a plentiful crop of grafs for 
their cattle, and fuch as was far more excellent than what 
they had met with at their firft going on ihore. The 
quantity colleCted was judged by the Captain to be fuffi. .. 
cient to laft till his arrival in New Zealand. 

Van Diemen's Land had been vifited twice before. 
That name had been given it by Tafman, who difcovered 
it in 1642 ; from which time it had efcaped all notice of 
European navigators, till Captain Furneaux touched at it 
in 1773. It is well known, that it is the fouthern point of 
New Holland, which is by far the largeft ifland in the 

. world; 



CAP T A I N JAM ESC 0 0 K. 

world; indeed, fo large an ifland as almoft to deferve the 
appellation of a continent. 

While Captain Cook was at this country, he negleCted 
nothing which could promote the knowledge ·of fcience 
and naVigation. Here, as every where eIfe, he fettled the 
latitude and longitude of places >i<; marked the variations 
of the compafs, and recorded the nature of the tides. He 
corrected, likewife, an error of Captain Furneaux, with 
refpett to the fituation of Maria's Iflands; on which fub
ject. he hath candidly remarked, that his own idea is not 
the ref ult of a more faithful, but merely of a fecond exa
mination. 

Mr. Anderfon, during the few days in which the thips re
mained in Adventure Bay, exerted his ufual diligence in col
leCting as full an account as could be obtained, in fo thort a 
period of time, of the natural produCtions and the inhabitants 
of the country. Little can be faid concerning either the 
perfonal aCtivity or genius of the natives. The firft they 
do not feem to poffefs in any remarkable degree; and, to all 
appearance, they have lefs of the laft than even the half-ani
mated inhabitants of Terra del Fuego. Their not expreffing 
that furprize which might have been expected, from their 
feeing men fo much unlike themfelves, and things to which 
they had hitherto been utter ftrangers; their indifference 
for the prefents of our people; and their general inatten
tion; were fufficient teftimonies that they were not endued 
with any acutenefs of underftanding. What the ancient 
poets tell us of Fauns and Satyrs living in hollow trees, is rea
lized at Van Diemen's Land. Some wretched conftructions of 

'* Adventure Bay is in the latitude of 43° 21' 20" fouth, and in the longitude 
of 14t 29' eaft. 
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flicks covered with bark, and which did not deferve the 
name of huts, were indeed fOl.Jnd near the fhore; but 
thefe feemed only to have been erected for temporary pur
pofes. The moft comfortable habitations of the natives 
were afforded by the largeft trees. Thefe had their trunks 
hollowed out by fire, to the height of fix or feven feet; and 
there was room enough in them for three or four perfons to 
fit round a hearth, made of clay. At the fame tin1e; thefe 
places of :lhelter are durable; for the people take care to 
leave one fide of the tree found, which is fufficient to 
keep it in luxuriant growth. The inhabitants of Van Die
men's Land are undoubtedly from the fame frock with 
thofe of the northern parts of New Holland. Their lan~ 
guage, indeed, appeared to be different; but how far the 
difference extended, our voyagers could not have an op
portunity of determining. With regard to the New Hol
landers in general, there is reafon to fuppofe, that they 
originally came from the fame place with all the Indians 
of the South Sea ,;c. 

On the thirtieth of January, 1777, Captain Cook failed 
from Adventure Bay, and on the twelfth of February came 
to an anchor at his old ftation of Queen Charlotte's Sound, 
in New Zealand. Being unwilling to lofe any time, he 
commenced his operations that very afternoon. By his 
order, feveralof the empty water cafks were immediately 
landed, and a place was begun to be cleared for fetting up 
the two obfervatories, and the erection of tents to aCCOffi
.modate a guard, and the reft of the company, whofe bufi
nefs might require them to remain on fhore. Our na
vigators had not long been at anchor, before a number 

~ Cook, ubi fupra, p. 91-II6. 
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of canoes, filled with natives, came alongfide of the fhips. 
However, very few of them would venture on board; 
which appeared the more extraordinary, as the Captain 
was well known to them all, and they could not be infen
fible how liberally he had behaved to them on former 
occafions. There. was one man in particular, whom he 
had treated with remarkable kindnefs, during the whole 
of his .. laft fray in this place; and yet, neither profeffions 
of friendfhip, no~ prefents, could prevail upon him to en
ter the Refolution. 

There was a real caufe for this ihynefs on the part of 
the New Zealanders. A dreadful event had happened to 
fome of Captain Furneaux's crew, while he lay in Queen 
Charlotte's Sound, after he had finally feparated from Cap
tain Cook, in the former voyage. Ten men, who had been 
fent out in the large cutter to gather wild greens for the 
filip's company, were killed in a ikirmiih with the natives. 
What was the caufe of the quarrel could not be afcertain
ed, as not one of the company furvived to relate the 
ftory. Lieutenant Burney, who was ordered to go in 
fearch of them, found only fome fragments of their bodies, 
from which it appeared, that they had been converted into 
the food of the inhabitants. It was the remembrance of 
this event, and the fear. of its being revenged, which now 
rendered the New Zealanders fo fearful of entering the Eng
lifh veffels. From the converfation of Omai, who was on 
board the Adventure when the melancholy affair happen
ed, they knew that it could not be unknown to Captain 
Cook. The Captain, therefore, judged it neceffary to ufe 
every endeavour to affure them of the continuance of his 
friendfhip, and that he ihould not difturb them on account 
of the cataftrophe. It was moil: probably in confequence 
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of this aifurance, that -they foon' laid afide all manner of 
refiraint and difirufi. 

In the mean while, the operations for refitting the thips, 
and for obtaining provifions, were carried on with great 
vigour. For the protection of the party on thore, our 
Conlmander appointed a guard of ten marines, and or
dered arms for all the workmen; with whom Mr. King, 
and two or three petty officers, confiantly remained. A 
boat was never fent to a confiderable difiance without be
ing armed, or without being under the direction of fuch 
officers as might be dependeQ upon, and who were well 
acquainted with the natives. In Captain Cook's former 
vifits to this country, he had never made ufe of fuch pre
cautions; nor was he now convinced of their abfolute ne
ceffity. But, after the tragical fate of the crew of the Ad
venture's boat in this found, and of Captain Marion du 
Fre[ne, and fome of his people, in the Bay of Iilands (in 
1772), it was impoffible to free our navigators from all ap- . 
prehenfions of experiencing a fimilar calamity. 

Whatever fufpicions the inhabitants might at firfi en
tertain, that their acts of barbarity would be revenged~ 
they very fpeedily became fo perfectly eafy upon the fub
jeCt, as to take up their refidence clofe to our voyagers; and 
the advantage of their coming to live with the Englilh 
was not inconfiderable. Every day, when the weather 
would permit, [orne of them went out to catch fifh, and 
our people generally obtained, by exchanges, a good fhare 
of the produce of their labours, in addition to the fupply 
which was afforded by our own nets and lines. N or was 
there a deficiency of vegetable refrefhments ; to which was 
united [pruce-beer for drink; fo that if the feeds of the 
fcurvy had been contraCted by any of the crew, they 

would 



CAP T A I N JAM ESC 0 0 K. 

would fpeedily have been removed by fuch a regimen. 
The fact, however, was, that there were -only two invalids 
upon the fick lifts in both fhips. 

Curiofities, fifh, and women were the articles of com
merce fupplied by the New Zealanders. The two firft al
ways came to a good market; but the latter did not hap
pen, at this time, to be an acceptable commodity. Our 
feamen had conceived a diflike to thefe people, and were 
either unwilling or afraid to affociate with them; the good 
effect of which was, that our Commander knew no in
fiance of a man's quitting his ftation, to go to the habita
tions of the Indians. A connection with women it was 
out of Captain Cook's power to prevent; but he never 
encouraged it, and always was fearful of its confequences. 
Many, indeed, are of opinion, that fuch an intercourfe is 
a great fecurity among favages. But if this ihould ever 
be the cafe with thofe who remain and fettle among them, 
it is generally otherwife with refpect to travellers and tran
fient vifiters. In fuch a fituation as was that of our navi
gators, a connection with the women of the natives betrays 
more nlen than it faves. "What elfe," fays the Captain, 
" can reafonably be expected, fince all their views are 
" felfifh, without the leaft mixture of regard or attach-· 
" ment? My own experience, at Ie aft, which hath been 
" pretty ex(enfive, hath not pointed out to me one in
" ftance to the contrary." 

Amongft the perfons who occafionally vifited the Eng
liili, was a Chief of the name of Kahoora, who, as Captain 
Cook was informed, had headed the party that cut off 
Captain Furneaux's people, and had himfelf killed Mr. 
Rowe, the Officer who commanded. This man our Com
mander was ftrongly folicited to put to death, even by 
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fome of the natives; and Omai was particularly eager and 
violent upon the fubjeCt. To thefe folicitations the Cap
tain paid not the leaft degree of attention. He even ad
mired Kahoora's courage, and was not a little pleafed with 
the confidence with which' he had put himfelf into his 

:power. Kahoora had placed his whole fafety in the decla
rations that Captain Cook had uniformly made to the New 
Zealanders; which were, that he had always been a friend 
to them all, and would continue to be fo, unlefs they gave 
him caufe to aCt otherwife; that as to their inhuman 
treatment of our people, he ihould think no more of it, 
the tranfaCtion having happened long ago, and when he 
was not prefent; but that, if ever they made a fecond 
attempt of the fame kind, they might reft affured of feel
ing the weight of his refentnlent. 
; While our COlnmander, on the fixteenth, was making 
aD excurfion for the purpofe of colleCting food for his 
cattle, he embraced the opportunity to enquire, as accurate
ly as poffible, into the circumftances which had attended 
the nlelancholy fate of onr countrymen. Omai was his 
interpreter on this occafion. The refult of the enquiry 
was, that the quarrel firft took its rife frmn fome thefts, 
in the commiffion of which the natives were deteCted; 
that there was no premeditated plan of bloodfhed; and 
that if thefe thefts had not, unfortunately, been too haftily 
refented, no mifchief would have happened. Kahoora's 
greateft enemies, and even the very men that had moil: 
earneftl y folicited his deftruCtion, confeffed, at the fame 
time, that he had no intention of quarrelling with Cap
tain Furneaux's people, and much lefs of killing any of 
them, till the fray had actually commenced. 

Captain 
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-Captain Cook continued, in this his laft vifit to New 
Zealand, the folicitude he had formerly fhewn to be of 
fome effential future fervice to the country. To one Chief 
he gave two goats, a male and female, with a kid; and 
to another two pigs, a boar and a fow. Although he ob
tained a promife from both thefe Chiefs, that they would 
not kill the animals which had been prefented to them, he 
could not venture to place any great reliance upon their af
furances. It was his full intention, on his prefent arrival in 
Queen Charlotte's Sound, to have left not only goats and 
hogs, but fheep, together with a young bull and two heifers. 
The accomplifhment, however, of this refolution depend
ed either upon his finding a Chief who was powerful 
enough to protect and keep the cattle, or upon his meet
ing with a place where there might be a probability of 
their being concealed from thofe who would ignorantly 
attempt to deftroy them. Neither of thefe circumfrances 
happened to be conformable to his wifhes. At different 
times he had left in New Zealand ten or a dozen hogs, 
befides thofe which had been put on fhore by Captain 
Furneaux. It will, therefore, be a little extraordinary, if 
this race of animals fhould not increafe and be preferved, 
either in a wild or a domefric frate, or in both. Our Com
mander was informed, that Tiratou, a popular Chief among 
the natives, had a number of cocks and hens, and one 
fow, in his feparate poffeffion. With regard to the gar
dens which had formerly been planted, though they had 
almoft entirely been neglected, and forne of them de
ftroyed, they were not wholly unproductive. They were 
found to contain cabbages, Oni01'1S, leeks, purflain, radifh
es, muftard, and a few potatoes. The potatoes, which 
had firft been brought from the Cape of Good Hope, 
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were greatly meliorated by change of foil; and, with pro
per cultivation, would be fuperior to thofe produced in 
nloil: other countries. 

A great addition of knowledge was obtained, during 
this voyage, with refpect to the productions of New Zea
land, and the manners and cuftoms of its inhabitants. The 
zeal of Captain Cook upon the fubject was admirably 
feconded by the fedulous diligence of Mr. Anderfon, who 
omitted no opportunity of collecting every kind and de
gree of information. I fhall only fo far trefpafs on the 
patience of my readers, as to mention a few circumftances 
tending to delineate the character of the natives. They 
feelll to be a people perfectly fatisfied with the little they 
already poifefs; nor are they remarkably curious either in 
their obfervations or their enquiries. New objects are fo 
far from ftriking them with fuch a degree of furprize as 
might naturally be expected, that they fcarcely fix their at
tention even for a moment. In the arts with which they 
are acquainted, they fhew as much ingenuity, both in in
vention and execution, as any uncivilized nations under 
fimilar circumftances. Without the leaft ufe of thofe 
tools which are formed of metal, they make every thing 
that is neceifary to procure their fubfiftence, clothing, and 
military weapons; and all this is done by them with a 
neatnefs, a firength, and a convenience that are well adapt
ed to the accomplifhment of the feveral purpofes they 
have in view. No people can have a quicker fenfe of an 
injury done to ,them than the New Zealanders, or be more 
ready to refent it: and yet they want one characrerifiic of 
true bravery; for they will take an opportunity of being 
infolent when they think that there is no danger of their 
being punifhed. From the number of their weapons, 

and 
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and their dexterity in ufing them, it appears that war is 
their principal profeffion. Indeed, their public conten
tions are fo frequent, or rather fo perpetual, that they 
muft live under continual apprehenfions of being deftroy
ed by each other. From their horrid cuftom of eating the 
flefh of their enen1ies, not only without reluetance, but 
with peculiar fatisfaCtion, it would be natural to fuppofe 
that they muft be deftitute of every humane feeling, even 
with regard to their own party. This, however, is not the 
cafe: for they lament the lofs of their friends with a 
violence of expreffion which argues the moft tender re
membrance of them. At a very early age, the children 
are initiated into all the praetices, whether good or bad, of 
their fathers; fo that a boy or girl, when only nine or ten 
years old, can perform the motions, and imitate the fright
ful geftures, by which the more aged are accuftomed to 
infpire their enemies with terror. They can keep, like
wife, the ftrieteft time in their fong; and it is with fome 
degree of melody that they fing the traditions of their 
forefathers, their aetions in war, and other fubjeets. The 
military atchievements of their anceftors the New Zea
landers celebrate with the higheft pleafure, and fpend 
much of their time in diverfions of this fort, and in play
ing upon a mufical inftrument, which partakes of the na
ture of a flute. With refpeet to their language, it is far 
from being harfh or difagreeable, though the pronuncia
tion of it is frequently guttural; nor, if we may judge 
from the melody of fome kinds of their fongs, is it deftitute 
of thofe qualities which fit it to be affociated with mufic. 
Of its identity with the languages of the other iflands 
throughout the South Sea frefh proofs were exhibited dur
ing the prefent voyage. 
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At the requeft of Omai, Captain Cook confented to taKe 
with him two youths' from New Zealand. That they 
might not quit their native country under any deluding 
ideas of vifiting it again, the Captain took care to inform 
their parents, in the flrongefi: terms, that they would never 
return. This declaration feemed, however, to make' no 
kind of impreffion.. The father of the youngeff lad' re
figned him with an indifference which he would fcarcely 
have :!hewn at parting with his dog, and even flripped the 
boy of the little clothing he poffeffed, delivering him quite 
naked into the hands of onr voyagers. This was not the 
cafe with the mother of the other youth. She took her 
leave of hinl with all the marks of tender affeCtion that 
might be expeCted between a parent and a child on fuch an 
occafion; but:!he foon refum'ed her chearfulnefs"and went 
away wholly unconcerned ~\ 

On the twenty-fifth of the month, Captain Cook flood 
out of Queen Charlotte's Sound,and by the twenty-feventh 
got clear of N ew Zealand~ No fooner had the fhips loft 
fight of the land, than the two young adventurers from 
that country, one of whom was nearly eighteen years of 
age, and the other about ten, began deeply to repent of the 
flep they had taken. It was the experience of the fea
ficknefs which gave this' turn to their refleCtions; and aU 
the foothing encouragement the Englifh could think of, 
was but of little avail. They wept,., both in' public and in 
private, and made their lamentation in a kind of fong, that 
feemed to be expreffive of the praifes of their country and 
people, from which they were to be feparated for ever. In 
this difpofition they continued for many days: but as their 

• Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 118-163. 
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fea-ficknefs wore off, and the tumult of their minds fubfid
~d, the fits of lamentation became lefs and lefs frequent, 
and at length entirely ceafed. By degrees, their native 
country and their friends were forgotten, and they appear
ed to be as firmly attached to our navigators as if they had 
been born in England. 

In the profecution of the voyage, Captain Cook met 
with unfavourable winds; and it was not till the twenty
ninth of March that land was difcovered. It was found 
to be an inhabited ifland, the name of which, as was learn
ed from two of the natives, who came off in a canoe, 
is Mangeea. Our Commander examined the coaft with 
his boats, and had a fbort intercourfe with fome of the 
inhabitants. Not being able to find a proper harbour for 
bringing the fhips to an anchorage, he was obliged to leave 
the country unvifited, though it feemed capable offup'" 
plying all the wants of our voyagers. The ifland of Man .... 
geea is full five leagues in circuit, and of a moderate and 
pretty equal height ,;~. It has, upon the whole, a pleafing 
afpeCt, and might be made a beautiful fpot by cultivation. 
The inhabitants, who appeared to be both numerous and 
well fed, feemed: to refemble thofe of Otaheite and the 
Marquefas in the beauty of their perfons; and the re
femblance, as far as· could be judged in fo fhort a compafs 
of time, takes place with refpect to their general difpofi~ 
tion and ~haraCter. 

From the coaft of Mangeea our Commander failed in 
the afternoon of the thirtieth, and on the next day land 
was again feen, within four leagues of which the fhips ar-

.. Mangeea lies in the latitude of ·lIoS7' fouth, and in the longitude of.2010 
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rived on the firft of April. Our people could then pro
nounce it to be an Uland, nearly of the fame appearance 
and extent with that which had fa lately been left. Some 
of the natives fpeedily put off in their canoes, and three of 
them were perfuaded to come on board the Refolution; on 
which occafion, their whole behaviour marked that they 
were quite at their eafe, and felt no kind of apprehenfion 
that they fhould be detained, or ill ufed. In a vi fit from 
feveral others of the inhabit'\nts, they manifefted a dread of 
approaching near the cows and horfes; nor could they 
form the leaft conception of their nature. But the fheep 
and goats did not, in their opinion, furpafs the limits of 
their ideas; for they gave our navigators to underftand 
that they knew them to be birds. As there is not the 
moft diftant refemblance between,a fbeep or goat, and any 
winged animal, this may be thought to be almoft an in
credible example of human ignorance. But it fhould be 
remembered, that, excepting hogs, dogs, and birds, thefe 
people were p:rangers to the exiftence of any other land
animals. 

In a farther intercourfe with the natives, who had 
brought a hog, together with fome plantains _and cocoa
nuts, they demanded a dog from our voyagers, and refufed 
every thing befides which was offered in exchange. One of 
the gentlemen on board happened to have a dog and a bitch, 
which were great nuifances in the fhip; and thefe he might 
now have difpofed of in a manner that would have been of 
real future utility to the ifiand. But he had no fuch views 
in making them the companions of his voyage. Omai, 
however, with a good-nature that refleCts honour upon 
him, parted with a favourite dog which he had brought 

from 
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from England; and with this acquifition the people de
parted highly fatisfied. 

On the third of April, Captain Cook difpatched Mr. 
Gore, with three boats, to endeavour to get upon the i:fland. 
Mr. Gore himfelf, Omai, Mr. Anderfon, and Mr. Burney, 
were the only perfons that landed. The tranfaCtions of 
the day, of which Mr. Anderfon drew up an ingenious and 
entertaining account, added to the flock of knowledge 
gained by our navigators, but did not accomplifh Captain 
Cook's principal object. Nothing was procured by the 
gentlemen, from the i:fland, that fupplied the wants of the 
fhips. In this expedition, Omai difplayed that turn for 
exaggeration, with which travellers have fo frequentl y been 
charged. Being aiked by the natives concerning the 
Englifh, their 111ips, their country, and the arnlS they nlade 
ufe of, his anfwers were not a little marvellous. He told 
thefe people that our country had fhi ps as large as their 
i:fland; on board which were inflruluents of war (defcrib
ing our guns) of fuch dimenfions, that feyeral perfons 
might tit within them. At the fame time, he aifured the 
inhabitants that one of thefe guns. was fufficient to crufh 
their whole i:fland at a fingle fhot. Though he was 
obliged to acknowledge that the guns on board the veifels 
upon their coafl ,verebut fmall, he contrived, by an ex
plotion of gunpowder, to infpire them with a formidable 
idea of their nature and effect. It is probable that this re
prefentation of things contributed to the prefervation of 
the gentlemen, in their enterprize on ihore; for a flrong 
difpofition to retain them had been {hewn by the na
tives. 

It feemed deflined that this day fhould give Omai more 
occafions than one of bearing a principal part in its tranf
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actions. The ifiand, though never vifited by Europeans 
before, happened to have other ftrangers refiding in it-; 
and it was entirely owing to Om ai's having attended on 

-the expedition, that a circumftance fo curious came to the 
knowledge of the Engliih. Scarcely had he been landed 
uponthe beach, when he found, among the crowd which 
had aifembled there, three of his own countrymen, na
tives of the Society lfiands. That at the diftance of 
about two hundred leagues from thofe if1ands, an iln
menfe, unknown ocean intervening, with the wretched 
boats their inhabitants are known to make ufe of, and fit 
only for a paifage where fight of land is fcarcel: ever loft, 
fnch a meeting, at fuch a place, fo accidentally vifited, 
iliOllld occur, may well be regarded as one of thofe unex
pected fituations, with which the writers of feigned adven
tures love to furprize their readers. When events of this 
kind really happen in common .life, they deferve to be 
recorded for their fingularity. It may eafily be fuppofed 
with what mutual furprize and fatisfaCl:ion this interview 
of Omai with his countrymen was attended. Twelve years 
before, about twenty perfons in number, of both fexes1 

had embarked on board a canoe at Otaheite, to crofs over 
to the neighbouring if1and of Ulietea. A violent ftorm 
having arifen, which drove them out of their courfe, and 
their provifions being very fcanty, -they fuffered incredible 
hardfhips, and the greateft part of them perifhed by famine 
and fatigue. Four men only furvived, when the boat 
overfet, and then the -deftruction of this fmall remnant ap
peared to be inevitable. However, they kept hanging by 
the fide of the veifel, which they continued to do for fome 
days, when they were providentially brought within fight 
of the people of this ifland, who immediately fent out 

canoes, 
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canoes, and brought them on thore. The three men who 
now furvived, expreifed a {hong fenfe of the kind treat
ment they had received; and fo well fatisfied were they 
witli their prefent fituation, that they refufed an offer 
which was made them of being conveyed to their native 
country. A very important inftruction may be derived 
from the preceding narrative. It will ferve to explain, 
better than a thoufand conjectures of fpeculative reafoners, 
how the detached parts of the earth, and, in particular, 
how the ifiands of the South Sea, though lying remote 
from any inhabited continent, or fronl each other, may 
have originally been peopled. Similar adventures have 
occurred in the hiftory of navigation and fhipwrecks. 

The ifland on which Meffieurs Gore, Anderfon, Burney 
and Omai, had landed, is called Wateeoo by the natives, 
and is a beautiful fpot, having a furface cOlnpofed of hills 
and plains, which are covered with a verdure rendered ex
tremely pleafant by the diverfity of its hues ~i~. Its inhabi
tants are very numerous; and many of the young men 
were perfeCt models in fi1.ape; befides which, they had 
complexions as delicate as thofe of the women, and ap.
peared to be equally amiable in their difpofitions. In their 
manners, their general habits of life, and their religious 
ceremonies and opinions, thefe ifianders have a near re
femblance to the people of Otaheite and its neighbouring 
ifies; and their language was well underftood, both by, 
Omai and the two New Zealanders. . 

The next place vifited by Captain Cook was a [mall 

'* Wateeoo lies in the latitude of 200 I' fouth, and in the longitude of 201 0 45' 
eall, and is about fix leagues in circumference. 
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ifland, called Wennooa-ette, or Otakootaia !i.<, to which Mr. 
Gore was fent, at the head of a party, who procured about 
a hundred cocoa nuts for each iliip, and fome grafs, to
gether with a quantity of the leaves and branches of young 
trees, for the cattle. Though, at this time, no inhabitants 
were found in Wennooa-ette, yet, as there remained indu
bitable marks of its being, at Ie aft, occafionally frequented,. 
Mr. Gore left a hatchet, and fev~rai nails, to the full value 
of what had been taken away. I" 

On the fifth, our Commander directed his courfe for 
Harvey's Bland,. which was only at the diftance of fifteen 
leagues, and where he hoped to procure fame refrefh
ments. This ifland had been difcovered by him, in 1773, 
during his laft voyage, when no traces were difcerned of 
its having any inhabitants. It was now experienced t~ be 
well peopled, and by a race of men who appeared to differ 
much, both in perf on and difpofition, from the natives of 
Wateeoo. Their behaviour was diforderly and clamorous; 
their colour was of a deeper caft; and feveraI of them had 
a fierce and rugged afpeCt. It was remarkable, that not 
one of them had adopted the practice, fo generally preva
lent among the people of the Southern Ocean, of punctur
ing or tataoing their bodies. But, notwithftanding this 
fingularity, the 1110ft unequivocal proofs were exhibited 
of their having the fame common origin; and their lan
guage, in particular, approached ftill nearer to the dialect 
of Otaheite, than that of Wateeoo, or Mangeea. N a an
chorage for the fhips being found in Harvey's Bland, Cap
tain Cobk quitted it without delay. 

The Captain being thus difappointed at all the iflands 
., , , 

• Itlies ill the latitude of 19fJ 15' fouth, and in the longitude of 2.0J O 37' eait. 

he 
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he had met with, fince his leaving New Zealand, and his 
progrefs having unavoidably been retarded by unfavour
able winds, and other unforefeen circumfrances, it be
came impoffible to think of doing any thing this year in 
the high latitudes of the northern hemifphere, from which 
he was frill at fo great a diftance, though the feafon for his 
operations there was already begun. In this fituation, it 
was abfolutely neceffary, in the firft place, to purfue fuch 
Ineafures as were moft likely to preferve the cattle that 
were on board. A frill more capital objeCt was to fave the 
ftores and provifions of the fl~ips, that he might the bet
ter be enabled to profecute his difcoveries to the north, 
which could not now be commenced tin a year later than 
Was originally intended. If he had been fo fortunate as to 
have procured a fupply of water, and of grafs, at any of the 
ifiands he had lately vifited, it was his purpofe to have 
flood back to the fouth, till he had met with a wefterly 
wind. But the certain confequence of doing this, with gut 
fuch a fupply, would have been the lofs of all the cattle; 
while, at the fame time, not a fingle advantage would have 
been gained with regard to the grand ends of the voyage. 
He determined, therefore, to bear away for the Friendly 
lfiands, where he was fure of being abundantly pro
vided. 

In purfuing his courfe, agreeably to this refolution, 
our Commander, on the fourteenth, reached Palmerfton 
Bland, where, and at a neighbouring ifiot, both of which 
were uninhabited, fome little relief was obtained. The 
boats foon procured a load of fcurvy-grafs and young 
cocoa-nut trees, which was a feaft for the cattle; and the 
fame feaft, with the addition of palm-cabbage, and the 
tender branches of the Wharra tree, was continued for fe-
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veral days. On the fixteenth, Omai, being on 1hore with 
the Captain, caught, with a fcoop-net, in a very iliort time, 
as much fiili as ferved the whole party for dinner, befides 
fending a quantity to both the iliips. Birds, too, and par
ticularly, men-of-war and tropic birds, were plentifully ob
tained; fo that our navigators had fumptuous entertain
ment. Omai aCted as cook upon the occafion. The nih 
and the birds he dreffed with heated fiones, after the man
ner of his country; and performed the operation with a 
dexterity and good humour which were greatly to his 
credit. From the iflot before mentioned, twelve hundred 
cocoa-nuts were procured, wnich, being equally divided 
alTIOng the crew, were of great ufe to them, both on ac
count of the juice and the kernel. There is no water in the 
ifiots which are comprehended under the name of Pahner
fron Ifland. If that article could be obtained, and good an
chorage could be accomplifhed within the reef, Captain 
Cook would prefer this ifland to any of the uninhabited 
ones, for the mere purpofe of refrefhment. The quantity 
of fifh that might be caught, would be fufficient; and a 
ihip's company could roam about, unmolefted by the petu
lance of the inhabitants. 

Different opinions have been entertained concerning the 
formation of the low iflands in the great ocean. From the 

,obfervations which our Commander now made, he was 
convinced that fuch ifiands are formed from ilioals, or
coral banks, and, confequently, that they are always in
creafing. His reafons for embracing this hypothefis, are 
related by him, in his Voyage, with his ufual good fenfe 
and fagacity. 

After leaving Palmerfran's Ifland, Captain Cook fteered 
to the wefr, with a view of making the beft of his way to 

Annamooka. 
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Annamooka. During his courfe, the fhowers were fo 
copious, that our navigators faved a confiderable quantity 
of water. Finding that a greater fupply could be obtained 
by the rain, in one hour, than could be gotten by diftilla
tion in a month, the Captain laid afide the Hill, as a thing 
which was attended with more trouble than profit. At 
this time, the united heat and moifture of the weather, in 
addition to the impoflibility of keeping the fhips dry, 
threatened to be noxious to the health of our people. It 
was, however, remarkable, that neither the conftant ufe of 
faIt food, nor the viciffitudes of climate, were produCtive 
of any evil effeCts. Though the only material refreihment 
our voyagers had received, fince their leaving the Cape of 
Good Hope, was that which they. had procured at New 
Zealand, there was not, as yet, a fingle fick perf on on 
board. This happy fituation of things was undoubtedly 
owing to the unremitting attention of our COlnmander, 
in feeing that no circumftance was negleCted which could 
contribute to the prefervation of the health of his com
pany7;~. 

On the twenty-eighth of April, Captain Cook touched 
at the Bland of Komango; and, on the firft of May, he ar
rived at Annamooka. The ftation he took was the very 
fame which he had occupied when he vifited the country 
three years before; and it was probably, almoft in the 
fame place where Tafman, the firft difcoverer of this and 
fome of the neighbouring ifiands, anchored in 1643. 
friendly intercourfe was immediately opened with the na
tives, and every thing was fettled to the Captain's fatisfac
tion. He received the greateft civilities from Toobou, the 

* Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 167-224. 
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chief of Allnamooka; and Taipa, a chief from the Hland 
of Komango, attached himfelf to the Englifh in fo extraor ... 
dinary a manner, that, in order to be near them in the 
night, as well as in the day, he had a houfe brought on 
men's fhoulders, a full quarter of a mile, and placed cl~fe 
to the fhed which was occupied by our party on fhore. 
On the fixth, our Commander was vifited by a great chief 
from Tongataboo, whofe name was Feenou, and who was 
falfely reprefented, by Taipa, to be the king of all the 
Friendly li1es. The only interruption to the harmony 
which fubfifted between our people and the natives of An
namooka, arofe fronl the thievifh difpofition of many of 
the inhabitants. They afforded frequent opportunities of 
remarking how expert they were in the bufinefs of fteal
ing. Even fome of the chiefs did not think the profef .. 
fion unbecoming their dignity. One of them was de
teCted in carrying a bolt out of the filip, concealed under 
his clothes; for which Captain Cook fentenced him to re
ceive a dozen lafiles, and kept 'him confined till he had 
paid a hog for his liberty. After this aCt of jufrice, our 
navigators were no longer troubled with thieves of rank: 
but their fervants, or flaves, were frill employed in the 
dirty work; and upon them a flogging feemed to make 
no greater impreffion than it would have done upon the 
main-mail:. Wh~n any of them happened to be caught in 
the aCt, fo far were their mafrers from interceding in their 
favour, that they often advifed our gentlemen to kill them. 
This, however, being a punifhment too fevere to be in
fliCted, they generally efcaped without being punifhed at all; 
for of the fhame, as well as of the pain of corporal chaf
tifement, they appeared to be equally infenfible. At length, 
Captain Clerke invented a mode of treatment, which was 

thought 
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thought to be produCtive of fome good effeCt. He put 
the thieves into the hands of the barber, and cOlnpletely 
fl1.aved their heads. In confequence of this operation, they 
became objeCts of ridicule to their own countrymen; and 
our people, by keeping them at a diftance, were' enabled to 
deprive them of future opportunities for a repetition of 
their rogueries. 

The ifland of Annamooka being exhaufted of its arti
cles of food, Captain Cook propofed, on the eleventh, to 
proceed directly for Tongataboo. From this refolution, 
however, he was diverted, at the inftance of Feenou, who 
warmly recommended, in preference to it, an ifland, or 
rather a group of ifiands, called Hapaee,lying to the north
eafr. There, he affured our voyagers, they could be plen
tifully fupplied with every refrefhment, in the eafieft 
nlanner; and he enforced his advice by engaging to at
tend them thither in perfon. Accordingly, Hapaee was 
made choice of for the next ftation; and the examination 
of it becanle an objeCt with the Captain, as it had never 
been vifited by any European fhips. 

On the feventeenth, our COlnmander arrived at Hippaee, 
where he met with a moft friendly reception from the in
habitants, and from Earonpa, the chief of the ifiand. 
During the whole fray of our navigators, the time was 
fpent -in a reciprocation of prefents, civilities, and folem
nities. On the part of the natives were difplayed fingle 
combats with clubs, wrefrling and boxing matches, felnale 
combatants., dances performed by men, and night enter
tainments of finging and dancing. The Englifh, on the 
other hand, gave pleafure to the Indians by exercifing the 
marines, and excited their afronifhment by the exhibition 
of fire works. After curiofity had, on both fides, been fuf-

ficientlv . 
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ficiently gratified, Captain Cook' applied himfelf to the 
examination of Hapaee, Lefooga, and other neighbouring 
il1ands. As the fhips were returning, on the thirty-firft, 
from thefe iflands to Annamooka, the Refolution was very 
near running full upon a low fandy ifie, called PootOG 
Pootooa, furrounded with breakers. It fortunately hap
pened, that the men had juft been ordered upon deck to 
put the veffel about, and were moil: of thelnat their fta
tions; fo that the neceffary moven1ents were executed not 
only with judgment, but alfo with alertnefs. This alone 
faved the 1hip and her company from dettruction .. "Such 
"hazardous fituations," fays the Captain, " are the una
" voidable companions ·of the man who goes upon a voy
" age of difcovery." 

During our Commander's expedition to Hapaee, he ,vas 
introduced to Poulaho, the real king of the Friendly Ifies; 
in whofe prefence it inftantly appeared how groundlefs had 
been Feenou's pretenfions to that character. Feenou, how
ever, was a chief of great note and influence. By Pou
laho Captain Cook was invited to pafs over to Tongataboo, 
which requeft he complied with, after he had touched, for 
two{)r three days at Annamooka. In the paffage, the Re
folution was infenfibly drawn upon a large flat, on which 
lay innumerable coral rocks, of different depths, below the 
furface of the water. Notwithftanding all the care and 
attention of our people to keep her dear of them, they 
could not prevent her from ftriking on one of thefe rocks. 
The fame event happened to the Difcovery; but fortu
nately, neither of the fhips ftuck faft, or received any 
damage. 

On the tenth of June, Captain Cook arrived at Tonga
taboo, where the king was waiting for him upon the 

beac .. ~, 
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his ftay in the ii1and. The houfe was fituated a little 1777. 

within the ikirts of the woods, and had a fine large area 
before it; fo that a more agreeable fpot could not have 
been provided. Our Commander's arrival at Tongataboo 
was followed by a fi.lcceffion of entertainments, fimilar to 
thofe which had occurred at Hapaee, though iomewhat 
diverfified in circumftances, and exhibited with additional 
fplendour. The pleafure, ho,vever, of the vifit was occa
fionally interrupted by the thieveries of nlany of the inha
bitants. Nothing could prevent their plundering our voy-
agers, in every quarter; and they did it in the moft daring 
and infolent manner. There was fcarcely any thing which 
they did not attempt to fteal; and yet, as the crowd was 
al ways great, the Captain would not permit the centinels 
to fire, left the innocent ibould fuffer with the guilty. 

Captain Cook, on the nineteenth, made a diftribution 19 June. 

of the animals which he had [eleCted as prefents for the 
principal men of the ifland. To Poulaho, the king, he 
gave a young Englifh bull and cow, together with three 
goats; to Mareewagee, a Chief of confequence, a Cape ram 
and two ewes ole; and to Feenou a horfe and a mare. Omai, 
at the fame tinIe, was infiruCted to repref~nt the importance 
of thefe animals, and to explain, as far as he was capable 
of doing it, the manner in which they ibould be pre-
ferved and treated. Even the generofity of the Captain 

'* As none of the natives took the leaft notice or care of the three tbeep allotted 
to Mareewagee, Captain Cook afterwards ordered them to be carried back to the 
£hips. Befides the animals above-mentioned, he left in the ifiand a young boar, and 
three young Cows, of the Englilh breed; and two rabbits, a buck and a doe. 

was 
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was not without its inconveniences. It foon appeared that 
fome were diffatisfied with the allotment of the animals; 
for, next morning, two kids and two turkey-cocks were 
Iniffing. As our Commander could not fuppofe that this 
was an accidental 10fs, he determined to have them again. 
The firft ftep he took was to feize on three canoes that 
happened to be alongfide the i11.ips; after which, he went 
on ihore, and having found the King, his brother, Feenou, 
and fome other Chiefs, he immediately put a guard over 
them, and gave them to underftand, that. they muft re
main under reftraint till not only the kid and the turkeys, 
but the reft of the things which, at different times, had 
been ftolen from our voyagers, fbould be reftored. This 
bold ftep of Captain Cook was attended with a very good 
effect. Some of the articles which had been loft were in
ftantly brought back, and fuch good affurances were given 
with regard to the remainder, that, in the afternoon, the 
Chiefs were releafed. It was a happy circumftance, with 
refpeCt to this tranf;tCtion, that it did not abate the future 
confidence of Poulaho and his friends in the Captain's 
kind and generous treatment. 

On the fifth of July was an eclipfe of the fun, which, 
however, in confequence of unfavourable weather, was 
very imperfectly obferved. Happily, the difappointment 
was of little confequence, as the longitude was more than 
fufficiently determined by lunar obfervations ~~. 

Captain Cook failed from Tongataboo on the tenth, and, 
two days after, came to an anchor at the ifland of Middle
burgh, or Eooa, as it is called by the inhabitants. Here he 
was immediately vifited by Taoofa, the Chief with whom 

.. Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 225-328. 
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he had formerly been acquainted. The intercourfe now 
renewed was friendly in the higheft degree, both with 
Taoofa and the reft of the natives; and our Commander 
endeavoured to meliorate their condition by planting a 
pine-apple, and fowing the feeds of melons, and other 
vegetables, in the Chief's plantation. To this he was en
couraged by a proof that his paft endeavours had not 
been wholly llnfuccefsful. He had, one day, ferved up 
to hiln at his dinner, a difh of turnips, being the produce 
of the feeds which he had left at Eooa in his laft voyage. 

The ftay which Captain Cook made at the Friendly 
Hlands was between two and three 1'11onths ; during which 
time, fome accidental differences excepted, there fubfifted 
the utmoft cordiality between the Englifh and the natives. 
Thefe differences were never attended with any fatal con
fequences; which happy circumftance was principally 
owing to the unremitting attention of the Captain, who 
directed all his meafures with a view to the prevention of 
fuch quarrels as would be injurious either to the inhabi
tants or to his own people. So long as our navigators 
ftayed at the ifiands, they expended very little of their fea 
provifions, fubfifiing, in general, upon the produce of the 
country, and carrying away with then1 a quantity of re
frefhments fufficient to laft till their arrival at another 
ftation, where they could depend upon a frefh fupply. 
It was a fingular pleafure to our Commander, that he 
poifeifed an opportunity of adding to the happinefs of 
thefe good Indians, by the ufefnl animals which he left 
alnong them. Upon the whole, the advantages of having 
touched at the Friendly Ifiands were very great; and 
Captain Cook reflected upon it with peculiar fatisfatHon, 
that thefe advantages were obtained without retarding, 
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for :l :lingle lnoment, the profecution of the great objeCt 
of his voyage; the feafon for proceeding to the north 
having been previoufiy loft. 

Befides the immediate benefits which both the natives 
and the Englifh derived from their nlutual intercourfe on 
the prefent occafion, fuch a large addition was now made 
to the geographical knowledge of this part of the Pacific 
Ocean, as may render no fmall fervice to future naviga
tors. Under the denomination of the Friendly Iflands, 
muft be included not only the group at Hapaee, but all 
thofe ifiands that have been difcovered nearly under the 
fame meridian, to the north, as well as fome others, which, 
though they have never hitherto been feen by any Euro
pean voyagers, are under the donlinion of Tongataboo. 
From the information which our Commander received, it 
appears that this Archipelago is very extenfive. Above 
one hundred and fifty ifiands were reckoned up by the na
tives, who made ufe of bits of leaves to afcertain their 
number; and Mr. Anderfon, with his ufual diligence, pro·~ 
cured all their names. Fifteen of them are faid to be high or 
hilly, and thirty-five of them large. Concerning the fize of 
the thirty-two which were unexplored, it can only be men
tioned, that they muft be larger than Annamooka, which 
was ranked ~mongit the [maIler iiles. Several, indeed, of 
thofe which belong to this latter denomination, are mere 
fpots, without inhabitants. Sixty-one of thefe iiles have 
their proper places and names marked upon the chart of 
the Friendly iilands, and the iketch of the harbour of 
Tongabatoo, which are given in the Voyage. Captain 
Cook had not the leaft doubt but that Prince William's 
Iilands, difcoverecl and fo named by Taflnan, were com
prehended in the lift furnifhed by the natives. He had 

alfo 
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alfo good authority for believing, that Keppel's and Bof
cawen's Hlands, two of Captain Wallis's difcoveriesin 1765, 
were included in the fame lift; and that they were under 
the fovereignty of Tongataboo, which is the grand feat 
of government. It muft be left to future navigators to' 
extend the geography of this part of the South Pacific 
Ocean, by afcertaining the exact fituation and fize of near
ly a hundred ifiands, in the neighbourhood, which our 
Commander had no opportunity of exploring. 

During the prefent vifit to the Friendly lfiands, large 
additions were made to the knowledge which was obtain
ed, in the laft voyage, of the natural hiftory and produc. 
tions of the country, and the manners and cuftoms of its 
inhabitants. Though it does not fall within the plan of 
this narrative to enter into a detail of the particulars re
corded, I cannot help taking notice of the explanation 
which Captain Cook has given of the thievi1h difpofition 
of the natives. It is an explanation. which reflects honour 
upon his fagacity, humanity, and canc1our; and therefore 
I fhall relate it in his own words: " The only defeCt," fays 
he, "fullying their character, that we know of, is a propen
" fity to thieving; to which we found thofe of all ages, 
" and both fexes, addicted; and to an uncommon degree. 
" It fhould, however, be confidered, that this exception
" able part of their conduct feemed to exifi: merely with 
" refpeCt to us; for, in their general intercourfe with one 
"another, I had reafon to be of opinion, that thefts do 
"-not happen more frequently (perhaps lefs fo) than in 
" other countries, the difhonefi: practices of whofe worth
"lefs individuals are not fuppofed to authorize· any in
" difcriminate cenfure on the whole body of the people. 
" Great allowances fhould be. made for the foibles of thefe 

" poor 

C HAP. 
VI. 
~ 

1777· 



C HAP. 
VI. 

THE LIFE OF 

" poor natives of the Pacific Ocean, whofe minds we over
"powered with the glare of objeCts, equally new to them 
" as they were captivating. Stealing, among the civilized 
" nations of the world, may well be confidered as denot
" ing a charaCter deeply ftained with moral turpitude, with 
" avarice unreftrained by the known rules of right, and 
" with profligacy producing extreme indigence, and ne
" gleCting the means of relieving it. But at the Friendly 
" and other Iilands which we vifited, the thefts, fo fre
"quently committed by the natives, of what we had 
" brought along with us, n1ay be fairly traced to lefs cnl
" pable motives. They feelned to arife folely from an in
" tenfe curiofity or defire to po{fefs fomething which they 
" had not b,een accuftomed to before, and belonging to a 
" fort of people fo different from themfelves. And, per
"haps, if it were poffible, that a fet of beings, feemingly 
" as fuperior in our judgment, as we are in theirs, fhould 
" appear amongft us, it might be doubted, whether our 
" natural regard to jnftice would be able to reftrain many 
" from falling into the fame error. That I have affigned 
" the true motive for their propenfity to this praCtice, ap
" pears from their Healing every thing indifcrilninatel y at 
" firft fight, before they could have the leaft conception 
" of converting their prize to anyone ufeflll purpofe. But, 
" I believe, with us, no perfon would forfeit his reputa
" tion, or expofe himfelf t,o punifhment, without know
"ing, before hand, how to employ the ftolen goods. 
" Upon the whole, the pilfering difpofition of thefe iflan
" ders, though certainly difagreeable and troublefome to 
" ftrangers, was the means of affording us fome informa
" tion as to the quicknefs of their intelleCts." 

With refpeCt to the religion of thefe Indians, Mr. An
derfon 



CAP" A I N JAM ESC 0 0 K. 

derfon maintains, that they have very proper fentiments 
concerning the immateriality and immortality vf the foul; 
and thinks hilnfelf fufficiently authorized to· affert, th'1.t 
they do not worfhip any thing which is the work of tL~ir 
own hands, or any vifible part of the creation. The lan
guage of the Friendly Iflands has the greateft imaginable 
conformity with that of New Zealand, of Wateeoo, and 
Mangeea. Several hundreds of the words of it were colletl:
ed by Mr. Anderfon; and, atnongft thefe, are terms that 
exprefs numbers reaching to a hundred thoufand. Be
yond this limit they never went, and probably were not 
able to go farther; for it was obferved, that when they 
had gotten thus far, they commonly ufed a word which 
expreffes an indefinite number. 

It is fcarcely neceffary to add, that Captain Cook, during 
his whole fray at the Friendly Hlands, negleCted nothing 
which could be the fubjeCt of aftronomical and nautical 
obfervation. Hence the latitude and longitude of the :dif
ferent places he touched at, the variations of the needle, 
and the ftate of the tides, are recorded for the improve
ment of fcience, and the benefit of future navigators ,;c. 

On the feventeenth of July, our Commander took his 
. final leave of the Friendly Iflands, and refumed his voyage. 

An eclipfe was obferved in the night between the twen
tieth and the twenty-firft; and on the eighth of Auguft, 
land was difcovered. Some of the inhabitants, who came 
off in canoes, feemed earneftly to invite our people to go 
on fhore; but Captain Cook did not think proper to run 

• Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 355. 359. 367-370 • 385,386,4°4, 405.414-
421 • 
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the rilk of lofing the advantage of a fair wind, for the fake 
of examining an ifiand which appeared to be of little con
fequence. Its name, as was learned from the natives, who 
fpake the Otaheite language, is Toobouai .,\~. 

Purfuing his courfe, the Captain reached Otaheite on 
.the twelfth, and fteered for Oheitepeha Bay, with an in
tention to anchor there, in order to draw what refrefh
ments he could from the fouth-eafi part of the ifiand, 
before he went down to Matavai. Omai's firfi: reception 
amongfi his countrymen was not entirely of a flattering 
nature. Though feveral perfons came on board who knew 
him, and one of them was his brother-in-law, there was 
nothing remarkably tender or firiking in their meeting. 
An interview which Omai had, on the thirteenth, with 
his fifier, was agreeable to the feelings of nature; for their 
meeting was marked with expreffions of tender affection, 
more eafy to be conceived than defcribed. In a vifit, like
wife, which he received frolll an aunt, the old lady threw 
herfelf at his feet, and plentifully bedewed them with tears 
of joy. 

Captain Cook was informed by the natives, that, fince 
he was lafi at the ifiand, in 1774, two fhips had been twice 
in Oheitepeha Bay, and had left animals in the country. 
Thefe, on farther enquiry, were found to be hogs, dogs, 
goats, one bull, and a ram. That the veff'els which had 
vifited Otaheite were Spanifh, was plain from an infcrip
tion that was cut upon a. wooden crofs, ftanding at forne 
diftance from the front of a houfe which had been occu-

• Toobouai is fituated in the latitude of 230 25' fouth, and in the longitude of 
210

0 37' eaft. Its greatefi extent is not above five or fix miles. 

. pied 
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pied by the frrangers. On the tranfverfe part of the crofs C HAP. 

was infcribed, VI. 
~ Chrijlus vincit. 

And on the perpendicular part, 
Carolus III. imperate 1774· 

Our Commander took this occafion to preferve the me
mory of the prior vifits of the Engli1h, by infcribing, on 
the other fide of the poft, 

Georg'ius tertius Rex, 
Annis 1767, 

1769, 1773, 1774, & 1777· 
Whatever might be the intentions of the Spaniards in their 
vifits to the ifiand, it ought to be remembered to their 
honour, that they had behaved fo w611 to the inhabitants, 
as al wa ys to be f poken of in the ftr9ngeft expreffions of 
efteem and veneration. 

Captain Cook had at this time an important affair to 
fettle. As he knew that he could now be furniihed with 
a plentiful fupply of cocoa-nuts, the liquor of which is an 
excellent and wholefome beverage, he was defirous of pre
vailing upon his people to confent to their being abridged, 
during their fray at Otaheite and the neighbouring ifiancls, 
of their ftated allowance of fpirits to mix with water. But 
as this ftoppage of a favourite article, without affigning 
fome reafon for it, might occafion a general murmur, he 
thought it moil: prudent to aifemble the filip's company, 
and to make known to them the defign of the voyage, and 
the extent of the future operations. To animate them in 
undertaking with chearfulnefs and perfeverance what lay 
before them, he took notice of the rewards offered by Par
liament, to fuch of his Majefty's fubjects as fhould firil: 
difcover a communication between the Atlantic and Pacific 
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Oceans, in any direction whatever, in the northern hemi ... 
fphere; and alfo to fuch as fhould firft penetrate beyond 
the eighty-ninth degree of northern latitude. The Cap
tain made no doubt, he told them, that he fhould find 
them willing to co-operate with him in attempting, as far 
as might be poffible, to become entitled to one or both of 
thefe rewards; but that to give the beft chance of fuccefs, 
it would be neceffary to obferve the utmoft reconomy in 
the expenditure of the ftores and provifions, particularly 
the latter, as there was no probability of getting a fupply, 
any where, after leaving thefe iflands. He ftrengthened 
his argument by reminding them, that, in confequence of 
the opportunity's having been loft of getting to the north 
this fummer, the voyage muft lail at leaft a year longer 
than had originally been fuppofed. He entreated them to 
confider the various obftruCtions and difficulties they might 
ftill meet with, and the aggravated hardfhips they would 
endure, if it fhould be found neceffary to put them to thort 
allowance, of any fpecies of provifions, in a cold climate. 
For thefe very fubftantial reafons, he fubmitted to them, 
whether it would not be better to be prudent in time, and, 
rather than to incur the hazard of having no fpirits left, 
when fuch a cordial would moft be wanted, to confent to 
give up their grog now, when fo excellent a liquor as that 
of cocoa-nuts could be fubftituted in its place. In conclu
fion, our Commander left the determination of the matter 
entirel y to their own choice. 

This fpeech, which certainly partook luuch of the na
ture of true eloquence, if a difcourfe admirably calculated 
for perfuafion be entitled to that charaCter, produced its 
full effeCt on the generous minds of Englifh feamen. Cap
tain Cook had the fatisfaCtion of finding, that his propofal 

did 
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did not remain a finile moment under confideration; be
ing unanimoufiy and immediately approved of, without 
the leafi: objeCtion. By our Commander's order, Captain 
Clerke made the falne propofal to his people; to which 
they, likewife, agreed. Accordingly, grog was no longer 
ferved, excepting on Saturday nights; when the companies 
of both fhips had a full allowance of it, that they might 
drink the healths of their friends in England. 

On the twenty-fourth, Captain Cook quitted the fouth
eafi: part of Otaheite, and refumed his old itation in Mata
vai Bay. Immediately upon his arrival, he was vifited by 
Otoo, the king of the whole ifland, and their former 
friendfhip was renewed; a friendihip which was conti
nued without interruption, and cemented by a perpetual 
fucceffion of civilities, good offices, and entertainments. 
One of our Commander's firfi: objects was to difpofe of all 
the European animals which were in the fhips. Accord
ingly, he conveyed to Oparre, Otoo's place of refidence, a 
peacock and hen; a turkey cock and hen; one gander, and 
three geefe; a drake, and four ducks. The geefe and ducks 
began to breed before our navigators left their prefent 
itation. There were already at Otoo's, feveral goats, and 
the Spaniih bull; which was one of the finefr animals of 
the kind that was ever feen. To the bull Captain Cook 
fent the three cows he had on board, together with a bull 
of his own; to all which were added the horfe and mare, 
and the fheep that had frill remained in the veffels. 

The Captain found himfelf lightened of a very heavy 
burthen, in having difpofed of thefe paffengers. It is 
not eafy to conceive the trouble and vexation which had 
attended the conveyance of this living cargo, through fuch 
various hazards, and to fo immenfe a diftance. But the 
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fatisfaction which our Commander felt, in having been fo 
fortunate as to fulfil his Majefty's humane defigns, in fend
ing fnch valuable animals, to fupply the wants of two 
worthy nations, afforded him an ample recompenfe for 
the many anxious hours he had paired, before this fub
ordinate objeCt: of his voyage could be carried into execu
tion. 

At this time a war was on the point of breaking out, 
between the inhabitants of Eimeo and thofe of Otaheite ; 
and by the latter Captain Cook was requefted to take a 
part in their favour. With this requeft, however, though 
enforced by frequent and urgent folicitations, the Captain, 
according to his ufual wifdom, refnfed to comply. He al
ledged, that, as he was not thoroughly acquainted with the 
difpute, and the people of Eimeo had never offended him, 
he could not think himfelf at liberty to engage in hoftili
ties againft them. With thefe reafons Otoo and moft of 
the Chiefs appeared to be fatisfied; but one of them, 
Towha, was fo highly difpleafed, that our Commander 
never afterward recovered his friendfhip .. 

Upon the prefent occafion Captain Cook had full and 
undeniable proof that the offering of human facrifices 
forms a part of the religious inftitutions of Otaheite. In
deed, he was a witnefs to a folemnity of this kind; the pro
cefs of which he has particularly defcribed, and has related 
it with the jufr fentiments of indignation and abhorrence. 
The unhappy victim, who was now offered to the object 
of worfhir, feemed to be a middle-aged man, and was faid 
to be one of the loweft c1afs of the people. But the Captairr 
could not learn, after all his enquiries, whether the wretch 
had been fixed upon, on account of his having committed 
any crime which was fuppofed to be deferving of death. 

It 
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It is certain that a choice is generally made either offuch 
guilty perfons for the facrifices, or of common, low fellows, 
who frroll about, frOill place to place, without any vifible 
methods of obtaining an honeft fubfifrence. Thofe who 
are devoted to fuffer, are never apprized of their fate till 
the blow is given that puts an end to their being. When
ever, upon any particular emergency, one of the great 
Chiefs confiders a human facrifice to be neceifary, he 
pitches upon the victim, and then orders hilU to be fud
denly fallen upon and killed, either with clubs or frones. 
Although it ihould be fuppofed, that no nl0re than one 
perf on is ever devoted to defrruction on any fingle occa
£Ion, at Otaheite, it will frill be found that thefe occurren
ces are fo frequent, as to caufe a ihocking waite of the 
human race; for our Commander counted no lefs than 
forty-nine ikulls of former viCtims, lying before the Mo
rai where he had feen another added to the number. It 
was apparent, from the freihnefs of thefe ikulls, that no 
great length of time had elapfed, fince the wretches to 
whom they belonged had been offered upon the altar of 
blood. 

There is reafon to fear, that this cufrom is as extenfive 
as it is horrid. It is highly probable that it prevails 
throughout the widely-diffufed if1ands of the Pacific Ocean; 
and Captain Cook had particular evidence of its fubfifting 
at the Friendly If1ands. To what an extent the praCtice of 
human facrifices was carried in the ancient world, is not 
unknown to the learned. Scarcely any nation was free 
from it in a certain frate of fociety; and, as religious refor
mation is one of the laft effgrts of the human mind, the 
practice may be continued, even when the manners are 
otherwife far removed from favage life. It may have 'been 
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a long time before civilization has made fnch a progrefs 
as to deprive fuperftition of its cruelty, and to divert it 
from barbarous rites to ceremonies, which, though foolifh 
enough, are comparatively mild, gentle, and innocent. 

5 Sept. 

J4· 

On the fifth of September, an accident happened, 
which, though flight in itfelf, was of forne confequence 
from the fituation of things. A young ram of the Cape 
breed, which 'had been lambed and brought up with great 
care on board the fhip, was killed by a dog. Defirous as 
Captain Cook was of propagating fo ufeful a race, among 
the Society Iflands, the lofs of a raln was a ferious misfor
tune. It was the only one he had of that breed; and of 
the Englifh breed a fingle ram was all that remained. 

Captain Cook and Captain Clerke, on the fourteenth, 
mounted on horfeback, and took a ride round the plain of 
Matavai, to the great futprize of a large number of the 
natives, who attended upon the occafion, and gazed upon 
the gentlemen with as much afronifhment as if they had 
been Centaurs. What the two Captains had begun, was 
afterwards repeated every day, by one and another of our 
people; notwithfranding which, the curiofity of the Ota-

"heitans frill continued unabated. They were exceedingly 
delighted with thefe animals, after they had feen the ufe 
which was made of them. Not all the novelties, put toge
ther, which European vifiters had carried aUl0ngfr the inha
bitants, infpired them with fo high an idea of the greatnefs 
of diftant nations. 

Though Captain Cook would not take a part in the 
quarrels between the iflands, he was ready to protect 
his particular friends, when in' danger of being injured. 
Towha, who commanded the expedition againft Eimeo, had 
been obliged to fubmit to a difgraceful accommodation. 

Being 



CAP T A I N JAM ESC 0 0 K. 391 

Being full of refehtment on account of his not having been 
properly fupported, he was faid to have threatened, that, as 
foon as the Captain fhould leave the ifiand, he would join 
his forces to thofe of Tiaraboo, and attack Otoo at Matavai 
or Oparre. This induced our Commander to declare, in the 
moft public manner, that he was determined to efpoufe 
the intereft of his friend, againft any fuch con1bination; 
and that whoever prefumed to aifault him, fhould feel the 
weight of his heavy difpleafure, when he returned again to 
Otaheite. Captain Cook's declaration had probably the 
defirecl effeCt; for, if Towha had formed hoftile intentions, 
no more was heard of the matter. 

C HAP. 
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The manner in which our -Commander was freed from 
a rheumatic complaint, that confifted of a pain extending 
from the hip to the foot, deferves to be recorded. Otoo's 
mother, his three fifters, and eight other women, went on 
board for the exprefs purpofe of undertaking the cure 'of 
his diforder. He accepted of their friendly offer, had a bed 
fpread for them on the cabbin floor, and fubmitterl him
felf to their direCtions. Being defired to lay himfelf down 
amongft them, then, as many of them as could get round 
him began to fqueeze him with both hands, from head to 
foot, but more particularly in the part where the pain was 
lodged, till they made his bones crack, and his flefh be
came a perfeCt mummy. After undergoing this difcipline 
about a quarter of an hour, he was glad to be releafed from 
the women. The operation, however, gave him imme
diate relief; fo that he was encouraged to fubmit to another 
rubbing-down before he went to bed; the confequence of 
which was, that he was tolerably eafy all the fucceeding 
night. His female phyficians repeated their prefcription 
the next morning, and again in the evening; after which 
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his pains were entirely removed, and the cure was per .. 
feCl:ed. This operation, which is called Romee, is univer
[ally praCl:ifed among thefe i:flanders; being fometimes per
formed by the men, but more generally by the women. 

Captain Cook, who now had come to the refolution of 
departing foon from Otaheite, accompanied, on the twenty
feventh, Otoo to Oparre, and examined the cattle and 
poultry, which he had configned to his friend's care at that 
place. Every thing was in a promifing way, and properly 
attended. The Captain procured from Otoo four goats; 
two of which he defigned to leave at Ulietea, where none 
had as yet been introduced; and the other two he propofed 
to referve for the ufe of any i:flands he might chance to 
meet with in his paffage to the north. On the next day, 
Otoo came on board, and informed our Commander, that 
he had gotten a canoe, which he defired him to .carry 
home, as a prefent to the Earee rabie no Pretane. This, he 
[aid, was the only thing he could fend which was worthy 
of his Majefty's acceptance. Captain Cook was not a little 
pleafec! with Otoo, for this mark of his gratitude; and the 
more, as the thought was entirely his own. Not one of 
our people had given him the leaft hint concerning it ;'and 
it fhewed that he was fully fenfible to whom he frood in
debted for the moil: valuable prefents that he had received. 
As the canoe was too large to be taken on board, the Cap
tain could only thank him for his good intentions; but it 
would have given him a much greater fatisfaaion if his 
prefent could have been accepted. 

During this vifit of our voyagers to Otaheite, fuch a 
-cordial frien.dihip and confidence fubfifred between them 
and the natives, as never once to be interrupted by any 
untoward accident. Our Commander had made the Chiefs 
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fully fenfible, that it was their intereil: to treat with him on 
fair and equitable terms, and to keep their people from 
plundering or ftealing. So great was Otoo's attachment to 
the Engli1h, that he feemed pleafed with the idea of their 
having a permanent fettlement at Matavai; not confider
ing that from that time he would be deprived of his king
dom, and the inhabitants of their liberties. Captain Cook 
had too much gratitude and regard for thefe iflanders, to 
wiih that fuch an event fhould ever take place. Though 
our occafional vifits may, in fome refpetl:s, have been of 
advantage to the natives, he was afraid that a durable efta
blifhnlent among them, condutl:ed as moil: European efta
blifhments aUl0ngft Indian nations have unfortunately 
been, would give themjuft cau[e to lament that they had 
been difcovered by our navigators. It is not, indeed, likely 
that a meafure of this kind fhould at any time ferioul1y be 
adopted, becaufe it cannot ferve either the purpo[es of pub
lic ambitioi1, or private avarice; and, without fuch induce
ments, the Captain has ventured to pronounce that it will 
never be undertaken. 

From Otaheite our voyagers failed, on the thirtieth, to 
Eimeo, where they came to an anchor, on the fame day. 
At this' ifland, the tranfatl:ions which happened were, for 
the moft part, very unpleafant. A goat, which was flolen, 
was recovered without any extraordinary difficulty, and 
one of the thieves was, at the fame time, furrendered; be
ing the firft inftance of the kind that our Commander had 
met with in his connetl:ions with the ~ociety 111ands. The 
ftealing of another goat was attended with an uncommon 
degree of perplexity and trouble. As the recovery of it 
was a matter of no fmall importance, Captain Cook was de
termined to effetl: this at any rate; and accordingly he made 
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an expedition crofs the ifiand, in the courfe of which he 
fet fire to fix or £:ight houfes, and burnt a number of war 
canoes. At lafl:, in confequence of a peremptory nleffage 
to Maheine, the Chief of Eimeo, that not a fingle canoe 
ih.ould be left in the country, or an end be put to the con
tefl:, unlefs the animal in his poffeffion fhould be refl:ored, 
the goat was brought back. This quarrel was as much 
regretted on the part of the Captain, as it could be on 
that of the natives. It grieved him to refleCt, that, after 
refufing the preffing folicitations of his friends at Otaheite 
to favour their invafion of this ifiand, he fhould find him
felf fo fpeedily reduced to the neceffity of ~ngaging in 
hoftilities againft its inhabitants; and in fuch hoftilities 
as, perhaps, had been more injurious to them than Towha's 
expedition. 

On the eleventh of OCtober, the fhips departed from 
Eimeo, and the next day arrived at Owharre harbour, on 
the weft fide of Huaheine. The grand bufinefs of our 
Commander at this ifland was the fettlement of Omai. In 
order to obtain the confent of the Chiefs of the ifland, the 
affair was conducted with great folemnity. Omai dreffed 
himfelf very properly on the occafion; brought with him 
a fuitable affortment of prefents; went through a variety 
of religious ceremonies; and made a fpeech, the topics of 
which had been dictated to him by our Commander. The 
refult of the negociation was, that a fpot of ground was, 
affigned him, the extent of which, along the fhore of the 
harbour, was about two htlndred yards; and its depth, 
to the foot of the hilI, fomewhat nlore. A proportionable 
part of the hill was included in the grant. This bufi
nefs having been adjufted in a fatisfaCtory manner, the car
penters of both fhips were employed in building a fmall 

houf~ 



CAP T A I N JAM ESC 0 0 K. 

houfe for Olnai, in which he might fecure his European 
commodities. At the fame time, fome of the Engli!h made 
a garden for his ufe, in which they planted !haddocks, 
vines, pine-apples, melons, and the feeds of feveral other 
vegetable articles. All of thefe Captain Cook had the fatif
faCtion of feeing in a flouri!hing ftate before he· left the 
ifland. 

At Huaheine Omai found a brother, a fifter, and a 
brother-in-law, by whom he was received with great re
gard and tendernefs. But though thefe people v{ere 
faithful and affeCtionate in their attachment to him, the 
Captain difcovered, with concern, that they were of too 
little confequence in the ifland to be capable of rendering 
him any pofitive fervice. They had not either authority 
or influence to proteCt his perfon or property; and,. in. 
fuch a fituation, there was reafon to apprehend, that he 
might be in danger of being ftripped of all his poffeffions, 
as foon as he fhould ceafe to be fupported by the power of 
the Englifh. To prevent this evil, if poffible, our Com
mander advifed him to conciliate the favour and engage 
the patronage and proteCtion of two or three of the prin
cipal Chiefs, by a proper diftribution of fome of his 
moveables; with which advice he prudently complied. 
Captain Cook, however, did not entirely truft to the opera
tions of gratitude, but had recourfe to the more forcible 
motive of intimidation. With this view, he took every 
opportunity of fignifying to the inhabitants, that it was his 
intention to return to the ifland again, after being abfent the 

-uf ual time; and that, if he did not find Omai in the fame 
flate of fecurity in which he left hiln, all thofe whOln he 
fhould then difcover to have been his enemies fhould feel 
the weight of his refentment. As the natives had now 
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formed an opinion that their country would be vifited by 
the fhips of England at fiated periods, there was ground to 
hope that this threatening declaration would produce no 
inconfiderable effeCt. 

\Vhen Omai's houfe was nearly finifhed, and many of 
his moveables were carried aihore, a box of toys excited 
the admiration of the multitude in a much higher degree 
than articles of a more ufeful nature. With regard to his 
pots, kettles, dillies, plates, drinking-mugs, glaffes, and the 
whole train of domefiic accommodations, which in our efii
mation are fa neceffary and important, fcarcely anyone of 
his countrymen would condefcend to look upon them. 
Omai himfelf, being fenfible that thefe pieces of Engliih 
furniture would be of no great confequence in his prefent 
fituation, wifely fold anum ber of them, among the people 
of the !hips, for hatchets, and other iron tools, which had 
a more intrinfic value in this part of the world, and would 
give him a more diH:inguiihed fuperiorityover thofe with 
whom he \\'as to pafs the remainder of his days. 

Omai's family, when he fettled at Huaheine, confified 
of eight or ten perfons, if that can be called a family, to 
which a fingle female did not as yet belong, nor was likely 
to belong, unlefs its mafier fhould become lefs volatile. 
There was nothing in his prefent temper which feelned 
likely to difpofe him to look out for a wife; and, perhaps, 
it is to be apprehended, that his refidence in England had 
not contributed to improve his taite for the faber feli
city of a domeftic union with fame woman of his own 
country. 

The European weapons of Omai confified of a mufquet, 
bayonet, and cartouch-box; a fowling-piece; two pair of 
pifiols; and two or three f words or cutlaffes. With the 
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poifeffion of thefe warlike implements, he was highly 
delighted; and it was only to gratify his eager defire for 
them, that Captain Cook was induced to make him fuch 
prefents. The Captain would otherwife have thought it 
happier for him to be without fire-arms, or any European 
weapons, left an imprudent ufe of them (and prudence 
was not his moft diftinguifhed talent) fhould rather en
creafe his dangers than eftablifh his fuperiority. Though 
it was no fmall fatisfaction to our Commander to reflect, 
that he had brought Omai fafe back to the very fpot from 
which he had been taken, this fatisfaction was, neverthe
lefs, fomewhat diminifhed by the confideration, that his 
fituation might-now be lefs defirable than it was before his 
connection with the Englifh. It was to be feared, that 
the advantages which he had derived from his viiit to 
England would place him in a more hazardous ftate with 
refpeCt to his perfonal fafety. 

Whatever faults belonged to Omai's charaCter, they were 
overbalanced by his good-nature and his gratitude. He 
had a tolerable fhare of underftanding, but it was not ac
companied with application and perfeverance; fo that his 
knowledge of things was very general, and in moft in
frances imperfeCt; nor was he a man of much. obfervation. 
He would not, therefore, be able to introduce many of the 
arts and cuftoms of England among his countrymen, or 
greatly to improve thofe to which they have long been ha
bituated. Captain Cook, however, was confident that he 
,vould endeavour to bring to perfeCtion the fruits and ve
getables which had been planted in his garden. This of 
itfelf would be no fmall acquifition to the natives. But the 
greatefr benefit which. thefe iflands are likely to receive 
from Omai's travels, will be in the animals that are left 
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upon them; and which, had it not been for his coming to 
England, they might probably never have obtained. When 
thefe multiply, of which Captain Cook thought there was 
little reafon to doubt, Otaheite, and the Society Hlands, will 
equal, if not exceed, any country in the known world, for 
plenty of provifions. -

Before our Commander failed from Huaheine, he had 
the following infcription cut on the outfide of Omai's 
houfe: 

Georgius Tertius, Rex, 2 Novembris, 1777. 
Naves SRe(0lution, Jae. Cook, Pro 

lDijeovery, Car. Clerke, Pro 
On the fame day, Omai took his final leave of our naviga
tors, . in doing which he bade farewell to all the officers in 
a very affeCtionate manner. He fuftained himfelf with a 
ll1anly refolution till he came to Captain Cook, when his 
utmoft efforts to conceal his tears failed; and he continued 
to weep all the tinle that the boat was conveying him to 
fhore. Not again to refume the fubject, I fhall here men
tion, that when the Captain was at Ulietea, a fortnight af
ter this event, Omai fent two men with the fatisfactory 
intelligence, that he remained undifturbed by the people 
of Huaheine, and that every thing fucceeded well with 
him, excepting in the lofs of his goat, which had died 
in kidding. This intelligence was accompanied with a 
requeft that another goat "might be' given him, together 
with two axes. Our Commander efteeming himfelf happy 
in having an additional opportunity of ferving him, dif
patched the meifengers back with the axes, and a couple of 
kids, male and female, which were [pared for him out of 
the Difcovery. 

The 
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The fate of the two youths \V ho had been brought from 
New Zealand muft not be forgotten. As they were ex
tremely defirous of continuing with our people, Captain 
Cook would have carried them to England with him, if 
there had appeared the moil: diftant probability of their 
ever being reftored to their own country. Tiarooa, the 
eldeft of them, was a very well-difpofed young man, with 
ftrong natural fenfe, and a capacity of receiving any in
ftruCtion. He feemed to be fully convinced of the inferio
rity of New Zealand to thefe ifiands, and refigned himfelf, 
though not without fome degree of reluCtance, to end his 
days, in eafe and plenty, in Huaheine. The other had 
formed foftrong an attachment to our navigators, that-it 
was neceffary to take him out of the filip, and carry him 
afhore by force. This neceffity was the more painful, as 
he was a witty, fmart boy; and, on that account, a great 
favourite on board. Both thefe youths became a part of 
Olllai's family. 

vVhilft our voyagers were at H uaheine, the atrocious 
conduct of one particular thief occafioned fo much trouble, 
that the Captain puniihed him more feverel y than he had 

• ever done any culprit before. Befides having his head and 
beard fhaved, he ordered both his ears to be cut off, and 
then difmiffed him. It can fcarcely be reflected upon 
without regret, that our Commander fhould have been 
compelled to fnch an act of feverity. 

On the third of November, the ihips came to an anchor 
in the harbour of Ohamaneno, in the iiland of Ulietea. 
The obfervatories being fet up on the fixth, and the necef
fary inftruments having been carried on {hore, the two 
following days w~re employed in making aftronomical ob
fervations. In the night between the twelfth and thir-

teenth, 
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C HAP. tee nth, John Harrifon, a marine, who was fentinel at the 
v I. '0 bfervatory, deferted, taking with him his arms and aCCOll-

~trements. Captain Cook exerted himfelf, on this occafion, 
J777· 

24 Nov. 

with his ufual vigour. He went himfelf in purfuit of 
the deferter, who, after fome evafion on the part of the 
-inhabitants, was furrendered. He was found fitting be
tween two women, with the mufquet lying before him; 
and all the defence he was able to make was, that he had 
been enticed away by the natives. As this account was 
probably the truth, and as it appeared befides, that he had 
remained upon his poft till within ten minutes of the time 
vvhen he was to have been relieved, the puniihment which 
the Captain inflicted upon him was not very fevere. 

Some days after, a frill more troublefome affair happen
ed, of the fame nature. On the morning of the twenty
fourth, the Captain was informed that a midfhipman, and 
a feaman, both belonging to the Difcovery, were miffing; 
and it foon appeared that they had gone away in a canoe, 
in the preceding evening, and had now reached the other 
end of the iiland. As the midfhipman was known to have 
e~preifed a defire of remaining at thefe iilands, it was evi
dent that he and his cOlnpanion had gone off with that in
tention. Though Captain Clerke immediately fet out in 
queft of them, with two armed boats, and a party of 
marines, his expedition proved fruitlefs, the- natives having 
amufed him the whole day with falfe intelligence. The 
next nlOrning an account was brought that the deferters 
were atOtaha. As they were not the only perfons in the 
ihips who wHhed to fpend their days at thefe favourite 
iilands, it became neceffary, for the purpofe of preventing 
any farther de[ertion, to recover them at all events. Cap
tain Cook, therefore, in order to convince the inhabitants 

that 
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that he was in earneft, refolved to go after the fugitives 
himfelf; to which meafure he was determined, from hav
ing obferved, in repeated inftances, that the natives had 
feldom offered to deceive him with falfe information. 

Agreeably to this refolution, the Captain fet out, the 
next morning, with two armed boats, being accompanied 
by Oreo, the Chief of Ulietea, and proceeded imrnediately 
to Otaha. But when he had gotten to the place where the 
deferters were expected to be found, he was acquainted 
that they were gone over to Bolabola. Thither our Com
mander did not think proper to follow them, having deter
mined to purfue another meafure, which he judged would 
more effectually anfwer his purpofe. This mea[ure was, 
to put the Chief's fon, daughter, and fon-in-Iaw, into con
finement, and to detain them till the fugitives ihould be 
reftored. As to Oreo, he was informed, that he was ·at 
liberty to leave the fhip whenever he plea[ed, and to take 
fuch methods as he efteemed beft calculated to get our two 
men back; that, if he fucceeded, his friends fhould be re
leafed; if not, that Captain Cook was refolved to carry 
them away with him. The Captain added, that the 
Chief's own conduct, as well as that of many of his peo
ple, in affifting the runaways to efcape, and in enticing 
others to follow them, would juftify any fiep that could be 
taken to put a fiop to fuch proceedings. In confequence 
of this explanation of our Commander's views and inten
tions, Oreo zealoufi y exerted himfelf to recover the defer
ters; for which purpofe he dif patched a canoe to Bolabola, 
with a meifage to Opoony, the fovereign of that ifiand, 
acquainting him with what had happened, and requefiing 
him to feize the two fugitives, and fend them back. The 
meifenger, who was no lefs a perfon than the father of 
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C HAP. Pootoe, Ore a's fon-in-Iaw, came, before he {et out, to Cap-
VI. tain Cook, to receive his commands; which were, not to 
~ 

1777. return without the runaways, and to inform Opoony, that, 
if they had left Bolabola, he muft difpatch canoes in pur
fuit of them, till they :":.lould finally be reftored. Thefe 

28 Nov. 

vigorous meafures were, at length, fuccefsful. On the 
twenty-eighth, the deferters were brought back; and, as 
foon as they were on board, the three prifoners w~re re-
1eafed. Our Commander would not have aCted fa refo
lutely on the prefent occafion, had he not been peculiarly 
folicitous to fave' the fan of a brother officer from being 
loft to his country. 

While this affair was in fufpence, fame of the natives, 
from their anxiety on account of the confinement of the 
Chief's relations, had formed ,a defign of a very ferious 
nature; which was no lefs than to feize upon the perfons 
of Captain Clerke and Captain Cook. With regard to 
Captain Clerke, they made no fecret of fpeaking of their 
icheme, the day after it was difcovered.': But their firft and 
grand plan of operations was to lay hold of Captain Cook. 
It was his cuftom to bathe, every evening, in frefh water; 
in doing which he frequently went alone, and always 
without arms. As the inhabitants expeCted him to go, as 
ufual, on the evening of the twenty-fixth, they had deter
mined at that time to make him a prifoner. But he had 
thought it prudent, after confining Oreo's family, to avoid 
putting himfelf in their power; and had cautioned Captain 
Clerke, and the officers, not to venture themfelves far from 
the fhips. In the conrfe of the afternoon, the Chief aiked 
Captain Cook, three feveral times, if he would not go to 
the bathing-place; and when he found, at laft, that the 
Captain could not be prevailed upon, he went off, with all 
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his people. He was apprehenfive, without doubt, that the 
'de6gn was difcovered; .though no fufpicion of it was then 
entertained by our Commander, who imagined that the 
natives were feized with fame fudden fright, from which, 
as ufual, they would quickly recover. On one occafion, 
Captain Clerke and Mr. Gore were in particular danger. 
A party of the inhabitants, armed with clubs, advanced 
againft thelu; and their fafety was princi pall y owing to 
Captain Clerke's walking with a piftol in his hand, which 
he once fired. The difcovery of the confpiracy, efpe
cially fo far as refpec1ed Captain Clerke and Mr. Gore, 
was made by a girl, WhOlll one of the officers had brought 
from Huaheine. On this account, thofe who were charged 
with the execution of the defign were fo greatly offended 
with her, that they threatened to take away her life, as 
foon as our navigators ihould leave the ii1and: but proper 
methods were purfued for her fecurity. It was a happy 
circumftance that the affair was brought to light; fince 
fuch a fcheme could not have been carried into effect, with
out being, in its confequences, productive of much diftrefs 
and calamity to the natives. 

Whilft Captain Cook was at Ulietea, he was vifited by 
his old friend Oree, who, ir. the former voyages, was 
Chief, or rather Regent, of Huaheine. Notwithftanding 
his now being, in fame degree, reduced to the rank of a 
pri vate perfon, he frill preferved his confequence; never 
appeared without a numerous body of attendants; and was 
always provided with fuch prefents as indicated his wealth, 
and were highly acceptable. 

The laft of the Society Ii1ands to which our COluman
der failed, was Bolabola, where he arrived on the eighth of 
December. His chief view in palling over to this ifland 
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was to procure from its monarch, Opoony, an anchor which 
Monfieur de Bougainville had loft at Otaheite, and which 
had been conveyed to Bolabola. It was not from a want 
of anchors that Captain Cook was defirous of making the 
purchafe, but to convert the iron of which it confifted into 
a frefh affortment of trading articles, thefe being now very 
much exhaufted. The Captain fucceeded in his negocia
tion, and amply rewarded Opoony for giving up the an-
chor~ , 

\tVhilft our Commander was at Bolabola, he received an 
account of thofe military expeditions of the people of this 
country, which he had heard much of in each of his three 
voyages, and which had ended in the complete conqueft of 
Ulietea and Otaha. The Bolabola men, in confequence of 
thefe enterprizes, were in the higheft reputation for their 
valour; and, indeed, were deemed fo invincible as to be 
objects of terror to all the neighbouring iflands. It was an 
addition to their fame that their country was of fuch fmaU 
extent, being not more than eight leagues in compafs, and: 
not half fo large as Ulietea. 

Captain Cook continued to the lail: his zeal for furniih
ing the natives of the South Sea with ufeful animals. At 
Bolabola, where there was already a ram, which had ori
ginally been left by the Spaniards at Otaheite, he carried 
aihore an ewe, that had been brought from the Cape of 
Good Hope; and he rejoiced in the profpeCt of laying a 
foundation, by this preJent, for a breed of fheep in the 
iflancl. He left alia at Ulietea, under the care of Oreo, an 
Englifh boar and [ow, and two goats. It m·ay, therefore, 
be regarded as certain, that not only Otaheite, but all the 
neighbouring'iflands, will, in a few years, have their race 
of hogs confiderably improved; and it is probable, that 

they 
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they will be ftocked with all the valuable animals, which C HAP. 

have been tranfported thither by their European v.ifiters. VI. 
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When this fhall be accomplifhed, no part of the world 1777. 

will equal thefe ifiands, in the variety and abundance of 
the refrefhments which they will be able to afford to navi
gators; nor did the Captain know any place that excelled 
them, even in their prefent ftate. 

It is an obfervation of great importance, that the future 
felicity of the inhabitants of Otaheite, and the Society 
Hlands, will not a little depend on their continuing to be 
vifited from Europe. Our Con1mander could not avoid 
expreffing it as his real opinion, that it would have been 
far better for thefe poor people, never to have known on~ 
fuperiority in the accOlumodations and arts which render 
life comfortable, than, after once knowing it, to be again 
left and abandoned to their original incapacity of improve
ment. If the intercourfe between them and us ihould 
wholly be difcontinued, they cannot be reftored to that 
happy mediocrity in which they lived before they were 
firfr difcovered. It feemed to Captain Ceok that it was 
become, in a manner, incumbent upon the Europeans to 
vifit thefe ifiands once in three or four years, in order to 
fupply the natives with thofe conveniences which we have 
introduced among them, and for which we have given 
them a predilection. Perhaps they may heavily feel the 
want of fuch occafional fupplies, when it may be too late 
to go back to- the.ir old and lefs perfect contrivances; con
trivances which they now defpife, and which they have 
difcontinued fince the introduction of ours. It is, indeed, 
to be apprehended,. that by the time that the iron tools, 
of which they had becomepoffeffed, are worn out, they 
will have almoft loft the knowledge of their own. In this 
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laft voyage of our Commander, a ftone hatchet was as 
rare a thing among the inhabitants as an iron one was 
eight years before; and a chiffel of bone or ftone was not 
to be feen. Spike-nails had fucceeded in their place; and 
of fpike-nails the natives were weak enough to ima
gine that they had gotten an inexhauftible fiore. Of all 
our commodities, axes and hatchets remained the moft un
rivalled; and they muft ever be held in the higheft efti
lllation through the whole of the ifiands. .Iron tools are 
fo ftrikingly ufeful, and are now become fo neceffary to 
the comfortable exiftence of the inhabitants, that, fhould 
they ceafe to receive fupplies of them, their fituation, in 
confequence of their neither poffeffing the materials, nor 
being trained up to the art of fabricating them, would be 
rendered completely miferable. It is impoffible to refleCt 
upon this reprefentation of things without ftrong feelings 
of fympathy and concern. Sincerely is it to be wifhed, 
that fuch may be the order of events, and fuch the inter
courfe carried on with the [oythern ifianders, that, inftead 
of finally fuffering by their acquaintance with us, they may 
rife to a higher fiate of civilization, and permanently en
joy bleffings far fuperior to what they had heretofore 
known. 

Amidft the various fubordinate employments which en
gaged the attention of Captain Cook and his affociates, the 
great objects of their duty were never forgotten. No op-. 
port unity was loft of making aftronomical and nautical ob
fervations; the confequence of which was, that the lati
tude and longitude of the places where the fhips anchored, 
the variations of the compafs, the dips of the needle, and 
the flate of the tides, were afcertained with an accuracy 

that 
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that forms a valuable add~tion to philofophical fcience, and 
will be of eminent fervice to future navigators. 

Our Commander was now going to take his final depar
ture from Otaheite and the Society Hlands. Frequently as 
they had been vifited, it n1ight have been imagined that 
their religious, political, and domeftic regulations, man
ners, and cuftoms, muft, by this time, be thoroughly 
underftood. A great acceffion of knowledge was undoubt
tedly gained in the prefent voyage; and yet it was con
feffed, both by Captain Cook and Mr. Anderfon, that their 
accounts of things were ftill imperfeCt in various refpeCts; 
and that they continued ftrangers to many of the moft 
important inftitutions which prevail among the natives. 
There was one part of the charaCter of feveral of thefe 
people, on which the well-regulated mind of the Captain 
would not permit him to enlarge. "Too much," fays he, 
"feems to have been already known, and publiihed in 
" our former relations, about fome of the modes of life, 
" that made Otaheite fo agreeable an. abode to ITlany on 
" board our fh.ips; and if I could now add any finiihing 
" ftrokes to a piCture, the outlines of \vhieh have been al
" ready drawn with fufficient accuracy, I fhould ftill have 
" hefitated to make this journal the place for exhibiting a 
"view of licentious manners, whi<;:h could only ferve to 
" difguft thofe for whofe information I write .,i~." 

From Mr. Anderfon's account of the Otaheitans, it ap
pears, that their religious fyftem is extenfive, and, in va
rious inftances, fj,ngular. They do not feem to pay refpeCl: 
to one God as poffeffing pre-eminence, but believe in a 
plurality of divinities, all of whom are fuppofed to be very 

• Cook's Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, vol. ii. p. 1-140. 
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powerful. In different parts of the Bland, and in the 
neighbouring ifiands, the inhabitants choofe thofe deities 
for the objeCts of their worfhip, who, they think, are moil: 
likely to protect them, and to fupply all their wants. If, 
however, they are difappointed in their expectations, they 
"efteem it no impiety to change their divinity, by having 
recourfe to another, whom they hope to find more propi
tious and fuccefsful. In general, their notions concerning 
Deity are extravagantly abfurd. With regard to the foul, 
-they believe it, according to Mr. Anderfon, to be both 
immaterial and immortal; but he acknowledges, that they 
are far from entertaining thofe fublime expectations of 
future happinefs which the Chriftian revelation affords, 
and which even reafon alone, dulyexercifed, might teach 
us to expect ,;:. 

Although feventeen months had elapfed fince Captain 
Cook's departure from England, during which time he 
had not, upon the whole, been unprofitably employed, 
he was fenfible that, with refpect: to the principal object of 
his inftruCtions, it was now only the commencement of 
his voyage; and that, therefore, his attention was to be 
-called anew, to every circumftance which might contribute 
towards the fafety of his people, and the ultimate f uccefs 
of the expedition. Accordingly, he had examined into 
the ftate of the provifions, whilil: he was at the Society 
Iflands; and, as foon as he had left them, and had gotten 
beyond the extent of his former difcoveries, he ordered a 
furvey to be taken of all the boatfwain's and carpenter's 
ftores which were in the fhips, that he might be fully in-

'* Cook's Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, vol. ii. p. 162-165. 
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formed of their quantity and condition; and, by that 
means, know how to ufe them to the greateft advantage. 

It was on the eighth of December, the very day on 
which he had touched there, that our Commander failed 
from .Bolabola. In the night between the twenty-fecond 
and twenty-third, he croifed the line, in the longitude of 
2030 IS' eaft; and on the twenty-fourth, land was difco
vered, which was found to be one of thofe low uninhabit
ed iilands that are fo frequent in this ocean. Here our 
voyagers were fuccefsful in catching a large quantity of 
turtle, which fupplied them with an agreeable refrefh
n1ent; and here, on the twenty-eighth, an eclipfe of the 
fun was obferved by Mr. Bayly, Mr. King, and Captain 
Cook. On account of the feafon of the year, the Captain 
called the land where he now was, and which he judged 
to be about fifteen or twenty leagues in circumference, 
CHRISTMAS ISLAND .;:\ By his order, feveral cocoa-nuts 
and yams were planted, and fome melon-feeds fown, in 
proper places; and a bottle was left, containing this In
fcription: 

Georgius 7'ertius, Rex, 31 Decembris, 1777. 
Naves S Re[0lution, Jac. Cook, Pre . 

lDijcovery, Car. Clerke, Pro t 

On thefecond ef January, 1778, the fhips refumed their 
courfe to the northward, and though feveral evidences oc
Cllrred of the vicinity of land, none was difcovered till the 
eighteenth, when an iflandmade its appearance, bearing 
north-eaftby eaft. Soon after, more land was feen, lying 

-. The weft fide of it, On which the eclipfe was obferved, lies in the latitude of 
10 59' north, and in the longitude of 202

0 30' eaft. 

t Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 179-189. 

3 G toward~ 

C HAP. 
VI. 

~ 

1777· 
8 Dec. 

28. 

1]78. 

2 Janll.11.' 

18. 



410 

" HAP. 
VI. 

c...---v--..J 

In"'· 
18 January. 

2,). 

THE LIFE OF 

towanls the north, and entirely detached from the former. 
The [ucceeding day was diftinguifhed by the difcovery of a 
third ifland, in fhe direction of weft-north-weft, and as far 
diftant as the eye could reach. In fleering towards, the 
fecond ifland, our voyagers had fame doubt whether the 
land before them was inhabited; but this matter was 
fpeedily cleared up, by the putting off of fame canoes from 
the ihore, containing from three to fix men each. Upon 
their approach, the Englifh were agreeably furprifed to 
find, that they fpoke the language of Otaheite, and of the 
other countries which had lately been vifited. Thefe peo
ple were at firft fearful of going on board; but when, on 
the twentieth, fame of them took courage, and ventured 
to do it, theyexpreffed an aftonifhment, on entering the 
ihip, which Captain Cook had never experienced in the 
natives of any place, during the whole courfe of his feveral 
voyages. Their eyes continually flew from object to ob
jeCt; and, by the wildnefs of their looks and geftures, 
they fully manifefted their entire ignorance with relation 
to every thing they faw, and ftrongly marked to our navi
gators, that, till this time, they had never been vifited by 
Europeans, or been acquainted with any of our commodi
ties, excepting iron. Even with refpeCt to iron, it was 
evident that they had only heard of it, or, at mofi, had 
known it in fonle fmall quantity, brought to them at a 
diftant period; for all they underftood concerning it was, 
that it was a fubftance much better adapted to the pur
pofes of ~utting, Qr the boring of holes, than an y thing their 
own country produced. Their ceremonies on entering the 
ihip, their geftures and motions, and their manner of fing
ing, were fimilar to ·thofe which our voyagers had been 
accuftomed to fee in the places lately vifited. There was, 
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likewife, a farther circumftance in which thefe people per
fectly refembled the other ifianders; and that was, in their 
endeavouring to fteal whatever came within their reach; 
or rather to take it openly, as what would either not be 
refented, or not hindered. The Engliih foon convinced 
them of their miftake, by keeping fuch a watchful eye 
over them, that they afterwards were obliged to be lefs 
active in appropriating to themfelves every object that 
ftruck upon their fancy, and excited the de fire of poffef
fion. 

One order given by Captain Cook at this ifiand was, 
that none of the boats crews fhould be permitted to go on 
thore; the reafon of which was, that he might do every 
thing in his power to prevent the importation of a fatal 
difeafe, which, unhappily, had already been communicated 
in other places. With the fame view, he directed that all 
female vifiterslhould be excluded from the fhips. Ano
ther neceifary precaution, taken by the Captain, was a 
ftriCl: inj unction, that no perfon, known to be capable of 
propagating diforder, thould be fent upon duty out of the 
veffels. Thus zealous was the humanity of our Com
mander, to prevent an irreparable injury from being done 
to the natives. There are men who glory in their fhame, 
and who do not care how much evil they communicate. 
Of this there was an inftance at Tongataboo~ in the gunner 
of the Difcovery, who had been ftationed ~n fhore to 
n1anage the trade for that fhip; and who, though he \vas 
well acquainted with his own fituation, continued to have 
connections with different women. His con1panions ex
poftulated with him without effect, till Captain Clerke, 
hearing of the dangerous .irregularity of his conduct, or
dered him on board. If I knew the rafcal's name, I would 
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hang it up, as far as lies in my power, to everlafting in
famy. 

Mr. Williamfon being fent with the boats to fearch for 
water, and attempting to land, the inhabitants came down 
in fuch numbers, and were fo violent in their endeavours 
to feize upon the oars, mufquets, and, in !hort, every thing 
they could lay hold of, that he was obliged to fire, by which 
one man was killed. This unhappy circumftance was not 
known to Captain Cook till after he had left the ifland; fo 
that all his meafures were directed as if nothing of the kind 
had happened. 

When the fhips were brought to an anchor, our Com
mander went on fhore; and, at the very inftant of his do
ing it, the collected body of the natives all fell flat upon 
their faces, and continued in that humble pofture, till, by 
expreffive figns, he prevailed upon them to rife. Other 
ceremonies followed; and the next day a trade was fet on 
foot for hogs and potatoes, which the people of the ifland 
gave in exchange for nails and pieces of iron, formed into 
fomething like chiffels. So far was any obftruction from 
being met with in watering, that, on the contrary, the 
inhabitants affifted our men in rolling the calks to and 
from the p001;- and: readily performed whatever was re
quired. 

Affairs- thus going on to the Captain's fatisfaction, he 
Inade an excurfion into the country, accompanied by Mr. 
Anderfon and Mr. Webber, the former of whom was as 
well qualified to defcribe with the pen, as the latter was to 
reprefent with his pencil, whatever might occur worthy of 
obfervation. In this excurfion, the gentlemen, among 
other objects that called for their attention, found a Morai, 
a particular defcription of which, together with drawings 

of 
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of it, are given in the Voyage. On the return of our Com
n1ander, he had the pleafure of finding' that a briik trade 
for pigs, fowls, and roots was carrying on with the greateft 
good order, and without any attempt to cheat, or fteal, on 
the part of the natives. The rapacious difpofition they at 
firft difplayed, was entirely corrected by their conviction 
that it could not be exercifed with impunity. Among the 
articles which they brought to barter, the m.oft remarkable 
was a particular fort of cloak and cap, that might be 
reckoned elegant, even in countries where drefs· is emi
nently the object of attention. The cloak was richly 
adorned with red and yellow feathers, which in themfelves 
were highly beautiful, and the newnefs and frefhnefs of 
which added not a little to their beauty. 

On the twenty-fecond, a circumftance occurred, which 
gave the Engliih room to fufpect that the people of the 
ifland are eaters of human fleih. Not, however, to reit 
the belief of the exiftence of fo horrid a practice on the· 
foundation of fufpicion only, Captain Cook was anxious 
to enquire into the truth of the fact, the refult of which 
was its being 'fully confirmed. An old man, in particular, 
who was afked upon the fubject, anfwered in the affirma
tive, and feemed to laugh at the fimplicity of fuch a quef-· 
tion. Hi& anf wer was equally affirmative on a repetition· 
of the' enquiry; and he added that the flefh of men was 
excellent food, or, as he expreifed it, "favoury eating." 
It is unclerftood that enemies tlain in battle are the fole ob-
jetts of this abominable cuftom. 

The iflan d at which our voyagers had' now touched, 
was called Atooi by the natives. Near it was another' 
Bland, named Oneeheow, where our COlnmander· came 
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to an anchor on the twenty-ninth of the month. The 
inhabitants were found to refemble thofe of Atooi in their 
difpofitions, manners, and cuftoms; and proofs, too convinc
ing, appeared that the horrid banquet of human fleih is here 
as much reliihed, amidft plenty, as it is in New Zealand. 
From a defire of benefiting thefe people, by furnifhing 
them with additional articles of food, the Captain left 
with them a ram-goat and two ewes, a boar and fow pig 
of the Engliih breed, and the feeds of melons, pumpkins, 
and onions. Thefe benevolent prefents would have been 
made to Atooi, the larger ifland, had not our navigators 
been unexpeCtedly driven from it by fIrefs of weather. 
Though the foil of Oneeheow feemed, in general, poor, it 
was obfervable, that the ground was covered with fhrubs 
and plants, fome of v.rhich perfumed the air with a more 
delicious fragrancy than what Captain Cook had met with 
at any other of the countries that had been- vifited by him 
in this part of the world. 

It is a curious. circumftance, with regard to the ifiands 
in the Pacific Ocean which the late European voyages have 
added to the geography of the globe, that they have gene
rally been found to lie in groups, or_'clufters. The fingle 
intermediate iflands, which have as yet been difcovered, 
are few in proportion to the others; though there are 
probably many lllore of them that are ftill unknown, and 
may ferve as fteps, by which the feveral clufters are, in 
fome degree, conneCted together. Of the Archipelago now 
firft vifited, there were five only with which our Com
mander becalne at this time acquainted. The names of 
thefe, as given by the natives, were Woahoo, Atooi, Qnee
heow, Oreehoua, and Tahoora. To the whole group Cap-

tain 
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tain Cook gave the appellation of SANDWICH ISLANDS, C HAP. 

in honour of his great friend and patron, th~ Earl of VI. 

S d "h-ll< ~ an WIC ". 1778• 
Concerning the ifland of Atooi, which is the largeft of 

the five, and which was the principal fcene of the Captain's 
operations, he collected, in conjunction with Mr. Anderfon, 
a confiderable degree of information. The land, as to its 
general appearance, does not in the leaft refemble any of 
the ifiands that our voyagers had hitherto vifited within 
the tropic, on the fouth fide of the equator; excepting fo 
far as regards its hills near the centre, which flope gently 
towards the fea. Hogs, dogs, and fowls, were the only 
tame or dOlneftic animals that were here found; and thefe 
were of the fame kind with thofe which exift in the coun-
tries of the South Pacific Ocean. Among the inhabitants 
(who are of a middle ftature, and firmly made), there is a 
more remarkable equality in the fize, colour, and figure of 
both fexes, than our Commander had obferved in moft other 
places. They appeared to be bleft with a frank and chear-
ful difpofition; and, in Captain Cook's opinion, they are 
equally free from the fickle levity which diftinguifhes the 
natives of Otaheite, and the fedate caft difcernible amongft 
many of thofe of Tongataboo. It is a very pleafing cir
cumftance in their character, that they pay a particular at
tention to their women, and readily lend affiftance to their 
wives, in the tender offices of maternal duty. On all oc
cafions, they feemed to be deeply impreifed ,vith a COll

fcioufnefs of their own inferiority; being alike ftrangers 

• The iflands that were feen by Captain Cook, are fituated in the latitude of 21 0 

30 ' and 220 IS' nor~h, and between the longitude of 1990 
20' and 201

Q 30' eafr. 
It was in confequence of feventy-two Cets of lunar obfervations that the longitude 
was determined. 
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C HAP. to the prepofterous pride of the lTIOre polifhed J aponefe, 
VI. and of the ruder Greenlander. Contrary to the general 
~ 

1778• 'practice of the countries that had hitherto been difcovered 
in the Pacific Ocean, the people of the Sandwich Iflands 
,have not their ears perforated; nor have they the leaft 
idea of wearing ornaments in them, though, in other re
fpeas, they are fufficiently fond of adorning their perfons. 
In every thing manufactured by them there is an uncom
mon degreeofneatnefs and ingenuity ; and the elegant 
form and polifh of fome of their fifbing-hookscould not 
be exceeded by any European artift, even if he fhould add 
all his knowledge in defign to the number and conve
nience of his tools. From what was feen of their agricul
ture, fufficient proofs were afforded that they are not no
vices in that art; and that the quantity and goodne[s of 
their vegetable productions may as much be attributed to 
fkilful culture, as to natural fertility of foil. Amidft all 
the refemblances between the natives of Atooi, and thofe of 
Otaheite, the coincidence of their languages was the moil: 
ftriking; being, almoft word for word, the fame. Had the 
Sandwich Hlands been difcovered by the Spaniards, at an 
early period, they would undoubtedly have taken advan
tage of fa excellent a fituation, and have made ufe of them 
as refrefhing places.to their fhips, which fail annually from 
Acapulco for Manilla. Happy, too, would it have been for 
Lord AniOn, if he had known that there exifted a group 
of iilands, half way between America and Tinian, where 
all his wants could effectually have been fupplied, and the 
different hardfhips to which he was expofed have been 
avoided ->i~. 

., Cook's Voyage, ubi (upra, p. 179-251. 
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On the fecond of February, our navigators purfued 
their courfe to the northward, in doing which the inci
dents they met with were almoft entirely of a nautical 
kind. The long-looked for coaft of New Albion was feen 
on the feventh of March, the fhips being then in the lati
tude of 440 33/ north, and in the longitude of 2350 

!lot eaft. 
As the veifels ranged along the weft fide of America, 
Captain Cook gave names to feveral capes and head-lands 
which appeared in fight. At length, on the twenty-ninth, 
the Captain came to an anchor at an inlet where the ap
pearance of the country differed much from what had 
been teen before; being full of mountains, the fummits of 
which were covered with fnow; while the valleys betwee.p. 
them, and the grounds on the fea-coaft, high as well as 
low, were covered, to a confiderable breadth, with high, 
ilraight trees, which formed a beautiful profpeCl:, as of 
one vaft foreft ,;<-. It was immediately found that the coaft 
was inhabited.; and there foon came off to the Refolution 
three canoes, containing eighteen of the natives; who could 
not, however, be prevailed upon to venture themfelves on 
board. Notwithftanding this, they difplayed a peaceable 
difpofition; fhewed great readinefs to part with any thing 
they had, in exchange for what was offered them; and 
expreifed a ftronger defire for iron than for any other of 
our commercial articles, appearing to be perfectly acquaint
ed with the ufe of that metal. From thefe favourable cir
cumftances, our voyagers had reafon to hope that they 
fhould find this a comfortable ftation to fupply all their 
wants, and to make them forget the hardihips and delays 

• When this land was feen, the lhips were in the latitude of 49° 29' north, and the 

longitude of 232029' eaft. 
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which they had experienced during a conftant fucceffion 
of adverfe winds, and boifterous weather, almoft ever fince 
their arrival upon the coaft of America ;;~. 

The fhips having happily found an excellent inlet, the 
coafts of which appeared to be inhabited by a race of peo
ple who were difpofed to maintain a friendly intercourfe 
with ftrangers, Captain Cook's firft objeCt was to fearch for 
a commodious harbour; and he had little trouble in difco
vering what he wanted. A trade having immediately com
menced, the articles which the inhabitants offered to fale 
were the ikins of various animals, fuch as bears, wolves, 
foxes, deer, rackoons, polecats, martins; and, in particular, 
of the fea-otters. To thefe were added, befides the ikins 
in their native ihape, garments made of them; another 
fort of clothing, formed from the bark of a tree; and va
rious different pieces of workmanfhip. Eut of all the arti
cles brought to market, the moft extraordinary were hu
man ikulls, and hands not yet quite ftripped of their flefh; 
fame of which had evident marks of their having. been 
upon the fire. The thing~ which the natives took in ex
change for their commodities, were knives, chiffels, pieces 
of iron and tin, nails, looking-glaffes, buttons, or any kind 
of metal. Glafs beads did not ftrike their imaginations; 
and cloth of every fort they rejected. Though commerce, 
in general, was carried on with mutual honefty, there 
were fome among thefe people who were as n1uch inclined 
to thievery as the iflanders in the Southern Ocean. They 
were, at the fame time, far more dangerous thieves; for, 
poffefiing fharp iron inftruments, they could cut a hook 
from a tackle, or any other piece of iron from a rope, the 

'* Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 2$3. 258.26+-267. 
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moment that the backs of the Englifh were turned. The C HAP. 

dexterity with which they conduCted their operations of VI. 
~ this nature, frequently eluded the moft cautious vigilance. 1778• 

Some flighter inftances of 9.eception, in the way of traffic, 
Captain Cook thought it better to bear with than to make 
them the foundation of a quarrel; and to this he was the 
rather determined, as the Englifh articles were now reduced 
to objeCts of a trift.ing nature. In the progrefs of the com-
merce, the natives would deal for nothing but metal; and, 
at length, brafs was fa eagerly fought for, in preference to 
iron, that, before our navigators quitted the place, fcattely 
a bit of it was left in the fhips, excepting what belonged to 
the nece{fary inftruments. Whole fuits of clothes were 
ftripped of every button; bureaus were deprived of their 
furniture; copper kettles, tin cannifters, candlefiicks, and 
whatever of the like kind could be found, all went to 
wreck; fo that ·thefe Americans became poffeffors of a 
greater medley and variety of things from our people, than 
any other nation that had been vifited in the courfe of the 
voyage. 

Of all the uncivilized tribes which our Commander had 
met with in his feveral navigations, he never found any 
who had fuch ftriCt notions of their having a right to the 
exclufive property of every thing which their country pro
duces, as the inhabitants of the Sound where he was now 
ftationed. At firft, they wanted to be paid for the wood 
and water that were carried on board; and had the Captain 
been upon the fpot, when thefe demands were made, he 
would certainly have cOlllplied with them: but the work
'men, in his abfence, maintained a different opinion, and 
refufed to fubmit to any fuch claims. When fome grafs, 
whifh appeared to be of no ufe to the natives, was wanted 

3 H z te 



22 April. 

THE LIFE OF 

to be cut, as food for the few goats and fueep which frill 
remained on board, they infifred that it fhould be purchaf
ed, and were very unreafonable in their terms; notwith
franding which, Captain Cook confented to gratify them, 
as far as he was able. It was always a facred rule with him 
never to take any of the property of the people whom he 
vifited, without making them an ample compenfation. 

The grand operation of our navigators, in their prefent 
fration, was to put the fhips into a compleat repair for the 
profecution of the expedition. While this bufinefs was 
carrying on, our Commander took the opportunity of exa
mining every part of the Sound; in the courie of which he 
gained a farther knowledge of the inhabitants, who, in 
general, received him with great civility. In one infrance 
he met with a furly Chief, who could not be foftened with 
prefents, though he condefcended to accept of them. The 
females of the place over which he prefided, fhewed a 
more agreeable difpofition; for fome of the young women 
expeditioufly dreffed themfelves in their beft apparel, and,
affembling in a body, welcomed the Englifh to their village, 
by joining in a fong, which was far from being harfh or 
difagreeable. On another occafion, the Captain was enter
tained with finging. Being vifited by a number of frran
gers, on the twenty-fecond of April, as they advanced to
wards the 1hips, they all frood up in their canoes, and began 
to fing. Some of their .fangs, in which the whole body 
joined, were in a flow, and others in a quicker time; and 
their notes were accompanied with the mofr regular mo
tions of their hands; or with beating in concert, with their 
paddles, on the fides of the canoes; to which were added 
other very expreffive gefrures. At the end of each fang, 
they continued filent for a few moments, and then began 

agaIn, 
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again, fometimes pronouncing the word Hooee! forcibly as 
a chorus. 

Among the natives of the country, there was one Chief 
who attached himfelf to our Commander in a particular 
manner. Captain Cook having, at parting, beftowed upon 
him a fmall prefent, received, in return, a beaver lkin, of 
much greater value. This called upon the Captain to 
make fome addition to his prefent, with which the Chief 
was fo much pleafed, that he infifted on our Commander's 
acceptance of the beaver-ikin cloak which he then wore; 
and of which he was particularly fond. Admiring this 
inftance of generofity, and defirous that he fhould not fuf
fer by his friendfhip, the Captain gave him a new broad
f word, with a brafs hilt; the poifeffion of which rendered 
him completely happy >;~. 

On Captain Cook's firft arrival in this inlet, he had 
honoured it with the name of KING GEORGE'S SOUND; but 
he afterwards found that it is called N OOTKA by the na
tives +. During his fray in the place, he difplayed his 
ufual fagacity and diligence, in conjunCtion with Mr. An
derfon, in colleCting every thing that could be learned con
cerning the neighbouring country and its inhabitants; and 
the account is interefting, as it exhfbits a piCture of pro
ductions, people, and manners very different from what 
had occurred in the Southern Ocean. I can only, as on 
former occafions, flightly advert to a few of the more 
leading circun1ftances. The climate, fo far as our naviga
tors had experience of it, was found to be in an eminent 

* Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 269-286. 
t The entrance of the Sound is fituated in the eaft corner of Hope Bay, in the la. 

titude Qf 49° 33' north, and in the longitude of 2330 12' eafr. -
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degree milder than that on the eaft coaft of America, in the 
fame parallel of latitude; and it was remarkable that the 
thermometer, even in the night, never fell lower than 420; 
while in the day it frequently rofe to 60°, With regard to 
trees, thofe of which the woods are chiefly compofed, are 
the Canadian pine, the white cyprefs, and the wild pine, 
with two or three different forts of pine that are lefs com
Ulon. In the other vegetable productions there appeared 
but little variety: but it is to be confidered that, at fo early 
a feafon, feveral might not yet have fprung up; and that 
many more might be concealed from our voyagers, in con
fequence of the narrow fphere of their refearches. Of the 
land animals, the moft conlmon were bears, deer, foxes,. 
and wolves. The fea animals which were feen off the 
coafi, were whales, porpoifes, and feals. Birds, in general, 
are not only rare as to the different fpecies, but very fcarce 
as to numbers; and the few which are to be met with are 
fo ihy, that, in all probability, they are continually harraf
fed by the natives; either to eat them as food, or to get 
poifeffion of their feathers, which are ufed as ornaments. 
Fifh are more plentiful in quantity than birds, but were 
not found in any great variety; and yet, from feveral.cir
cumftances, there was reafon to believe, that the variety is 
confiderably increafed at certain feafons. The only ani .... 
:mals that were obferved of the reptile kind were fnakes 
and water-lizards; but the infeCt tribe feemed to be more 
numerous. 

With refpeCt to the inhabitants of the country, their 
perfons are generally under the common ftature; but not 
flender in proportion, being ufually pretty full or plump, 
though without being mufcular. Fronl their bringing to 
fale human ikulls and bones, it may juftly be inferred that 

they 
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they treat their eneluies with a degree of brutal cruelty; 
notwithftanding which, it does not follow that they are to 
be reproached with any charge of peculiar inhumanity: 
for the circumftance now mentioned only marks a general 
agreement of character with that of almoft every tribe of 
uncivilized luen, in every age, and in every part of the 
globe. Our navigators had no reafon to complain of the 
difpofition of the natives, who appeared to be a docile, cour
teous, good-natured people; rather phlegmatic in the ufual 
caft of their tempers, but quick in refenting what they 
apprehend to be an injury, and eafily permitting their 
anger to fubfide. Their other paffions, and efpecially their 
curiofity, feemed to lie in fame meafure dormant; one caufe 
of which may be found in the indolence that, for the moil: 
part, is prevalent amongft them. The chief employments 
of the men are thofe of fifhing, and of killing land or fea
animals, for the fuftenance of their families; while the 
women are occupied in manufacturing their flaxen or 
woollen garments, or in other domeftic offices. It muft be 
mentioned to their honour, that they were always properly 
clothed, and behaved with the utmoft decorum; ju1Hy de
ferving all commendation, for a bafhfulnefs and modefty 
becoming their fex: and this was the more meritoriou.s in 
them, as the male inhabitants difcovered no fenfe of fhame. 
In their manufactures and mechanic arts, thefe people have 
arrived to a greater degree of extent and ingenuity, both 
with regard to the defign and the execution, than couM 
have been expected from their natural difpofition, and the 
little progrefs to which they have arrived in general civi
lization. Their dexterity, in particular, with refpect to 
works of wood, muft principally be afcribed to the affift
ance they receive from iron tools, which are in univerfal 
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nfe amongft them, and in the application of which they 
are very dexterous. Whence they have derived their 
knowledge of iron, was a matter of fpeculation with Cap
tain Cook. The moft probaple opinion is, that this and 
other metals may have. been introduced by way of Hudfon's 
Bay and Canada, and thus fucceffively have been conveyed 
acrofs the continent, from tribe to tribe. N or is it unrea
fonable to fuppofe that thefe metals may fometimes bet 
brought, in th~ fame luanner, frOlu the north-weftern 
parts of Mexico ,\~. The language of Nootka is by no 
means harfh or difagreeable; for it abounds, upon the 
whole, rather with what may be called labial and dental, 
than with guttural founds. A large vocabulary of it was. 

"collected by Mr. Anderfon. 
Whilft Captain Cook was at Nootka Sound, great atten

tion was paid by him, as ufual, to aftronomical and nautical 
fubjeCts. The obfervations which he had an opportunity 
of making were, indeed, fo numerous, as to' form a very 
confiderable addition to geographical and philofophical 
fdence t. 

On the twenty-fixth, the repairs of the fhips having 
been completed, every thing was ready for the Captain's 
departure. When, in the afternoon of that day, the veffels 
were upon the point of failing, the mercury in the baro
meter fell unufually low; and there was every other pre-

• Two filver fpoons, of a conftruaion fimilar to what may fometimes be feen in 
Flemilh piCtures of ftilllife, were :procured here by Mr. Gore, who bought them from 
a native, who wore them, tied together with a leathern thong, as an ornament round his 
neck. Mr. Gore gave the fpoons to Sir Jofeph Banks. 

t Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 288. 291. 293,294. 196. 298. 3°0,3°1. 309. 310. 
318,319.325'329,33°.332.334.337--34°. 
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fage of an approaching frorm, which might reafonably be 
expected to come from the fouthward. This circumftance 
induced our Commander in fome degree to hefitate, anu. 
efpecially as night was at hand, whether he fhoulq ve:l
ture to fail, or wait till the next morning. But his anxi
ous impatience to proceed upon the voyage, and the fear 
of lofing the prefent opportuni ty of getting out of the 
Sound, made a greater impreffion upon his mind than any 
apprehenfion of immediate danger. He determined, there
fore,to put to fea at all events; and accordingly car
ried his defign into execution that evening. He was not 
deceived in his expeCtations of a Horm. Scarcely were 
the veirels out of the Sound before the wind increafed to 
a ftrong gale, with fqualls and rain, accompanied by fo 
dark -a iky, that the length of the fhips could not be feen. 
Happily the wind took a direction that blew our naviga
tors from the coafi; and though, on the twenty-feventh, 
the tempel1: rofe to a perfect hurricane, and the Refolution 
fprang a leak, no material damage enfued. 

In the profecution of the voyage to the north, and 
back again to the Sandwich Iflands, the faas that occur
red were chiefly of a nautical kind. Minutely to record 
thefe, is not the purpofe of the prefent work, and indeed, 
would extend it to an unreafonable length. Recourfe muft 
be had to the Voyage at large, for a detail of every cir
cum france in which Captain Cook, as a navigator, was con
cerned. In that Voyage will be found a full and exact ac
count of the coafts which he paired, the capes and pro
lllontories to which he gave names, the bays which he 
entered, the iflands he difcovered, the traverfes he made, 
the latitudes and longitudes that were fettled by him, and 
the variations that happened in the wind and the weather. 
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From this long and important navigation, I can only feleCt 
fome few incidents, that may be accommodated to the tafte 
and expeCtations of the generality of readers. 

One thing it is not improper here to obferve; which is, 
that the Captain, in his paffage along the coaft of America, 
kept at a diftance from that coaft, whenever the wind 
blew ftrongly upon it, and failed on till he could approach 
it again with fafety. Hence feveral great gaps were left 
unexplored, and particularly between the latitudes of 50° 
and 55°. The exact £ltuation, for inftance, of the fuppofed 
Straits of Anian was not afcertained. Every' one who is 
acquainted with the charaCter of our Commander will be 
fen£lble, that if he had lived to return again to the north 
in 1779, he would have endeavoured to explore the parts 
which had been left unexamined. 

The firft place at which Captain Cook landed, after 
his departure from N ootka Sound, was at an ifiand, of 
eleven or twelve leagues in length, the fouth-weft point of 
which lies in the latitude of 59° 49' north, and the longi
tude of 216° 581 eaft. Here, on the eleventh of May, at 
the foot of a tree, on a little eminence not far from the 
ihore, he left a bottle, with a paper in it, on which were 
infcribed the names of the fhips, and the date of the dif
covery. Together with the bottle, he enclofed two £lIver 
two-penny pieces of his Majefty's coin, which had been 
ftruck in 177'2. Thefe, with many others, had been given 
him by the Reverend Dr. Kaye, the prefent Dean of Lin
coIn; and our Commander, as a mark of his efteem and 
regard for that learned and refpeCtable gentleman, named 
the ifiand, after him, KAYE'S ISLAND. 

At an inlet, where the ihips came to an anchor, on the 
twelfth, and to which Captain Cook gave the appellation 

of 
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of PRINCE WILLIAM'S SOUND, he had an opportunity not 
only of ftopping the leak which the Refolution had fprung 
in the late f\:orm, and of profecuting his nautical and geo
graphical difcoveries, but of making confiderable additions 
to his knowledge of the inhabitants of the American 
coaft. FrOlTI every obfervation which was made concern
ing the perfons of the natives of this part of the co aft, it 
appeared that they had a ftriking refemblance to thofe of 
the Efquimaux and Greenlanders. Their canoes, their 
weapons, and their inftruments for fifhing and hunting, 
are likewife exactly the fame, in point of materials and 
conftruction, that are ufed in Greenland. The animals in 
the neighbourhood of Prince William's Sound are, in gene
ral, fimilar to thofe which are found at Nootka. One of 
the moft beautiful ikins here offered to fale, was, however, 
that of a fmall animal, which feemed to be peculiar to the 
place. Mr. Anderfon was inclined to think that it is the 
animal which is defcribed by Mr. Pennant, under the name 
of the CaJan Marmot. Among the birds feen in this coun
try, were the white-headed eagle; the fhag; and the Alcedo, 
or great king-fifher, the colours of which were very fine 
and bright. The humming;..bird, alfo, came frequently and 
flew about the fhip, while at anchor; but it can fcarcely be 
fuppofed that it can be able to fubfift here during the feve
rity of winter. Water-fowl, upon the whole, are in confi
derable plenty; and there is a fpecies of diver, about the 
fize of a partridge, which feems peculiar to the place. 
Torlk and halibut were almoft the only kinds of fifh that 
were obtained by our voyagers. Vegetables, of any fort, 
were few in number; and the trees were chiefly the Cana
dian and fpru~e pine, fome of which were of a confiderable 
height and thicknefs. The beads and iron that were found 
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among the people of the coaft, muft undoubtedly have 
been derived from fonle civilized nation: and yet there 
was ample reaion to believe, that our Englifh navigators 
were the firft Europeans with whom the natives had ever 
held a direCt cOlnmunication. From what quarter, then, 
had they gotten our nlanufaCtures? Moft probably, through 
the intervention of the more inland tribes, from Hndfon's 
Bay, or the fettlements on the Canadian lakes. This, 
indeed, muft certainly have been the cafe, if iron was 
known amongft the inhabitants of this part of the Ameri
can coaft, prior to the difcovery of it by the Ruffians, and 
before there was any traffic with them carried on frOln 
Kamtfchatka. From what was feen of Prince William's 
Sound, Captain Cook judged that it occupied, at leaft, a 
degree and a half of latitude, and two of longitude, exclu
fively of the arms or branches, the extent of which is not 
known {< 

Some days after leaving this Sound, our navigators came 
to an inlet, from which great things were expected. Hopes 
were ftronglyentertained, that it would be found to com· 
municate either with the fea to the north, or with Baffin's 
or Hudfon's Bay to the eaft; and accordingly, it became the 
object of very accurate and ferious examination. The 
Captain was foon perfuaded that the expeCtations formed 
from it were groundlefs; notwithftanding which, he per
fifted in the fearch of a paff'age, more, indeed, to fatisfy 
other people, than to confirm his own opinion. In confe
quence of a complete inveftigation of the inlet, indubi
table marks occurred of its being a river. This river, with-

• Cock's Voyage, ubi [upra, p. 286. 341. 349, 350. 354' 362. 366. 37 1• 376, 
377· 378. 380. 
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out feeing the leafr appearance of its fource, was traced by 
our voyagers, as high as the latitude of 61° 30', and the 
longitude of 210°, being feventy leagues from its entrance. 
During the courfe of the navigation, on the firft of June, 
Lieutenant King was ordered on 1bore, to difplay the royal 
flag, and to take poffeffion of the country in his Majefty's 
name. The Lieutenant, at the fame time, buried in the 
ground a bottle, containing fome pieces of Englifh coin, of 
the year 1772, and a paper, on which the names, of the 
ihips were infcriberl, and the date of the prefent difcovery. 
The great river now difcovered, promifes to vie with the 
moft confiderable ones already known; and, by itfelf and 
its branches, lies open to a very extenfive inland comn1U
nication. If, therefore, the knowledge of it fhould be of 
future fervice, the time which was fpent in exploring it 
ought the lefs to be regretted. But to Captain Cook, who 
had a n1uch greater object in view, the delay that was 
hence occafioned was a real 10fs, becaufe the feafon was 
advancing apace. It was, however, a fatisfaCtion to him to 
refleCt, that if he had not examined this very confiderable 
inlet, it would have been aifumed, by fpeculative fabrica
tors of geography, as a faCt, that there was a paifage 
through it to the North Sea, or to Baffin's or Hudfon's 
Bay. Perhaps, too, it would have been marked, on future 
maps of the world, with greater precifion, and more cer
tain figns of reality, than the invifible, becaufe imaginarYJ 
Straits of de Fuca, and de Fonte. In defcribing the inlet, 
our Commander had left a blank which was not filled up 
with any particular name; and, therefore, the Earl of 
Sandwich direCted, with the greateft propriety, that it 
fuould be called COOK'S RIVER. 

All 
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All the natives who were met with, dllring the exami
nation of this river, appeared, from every mark of refem
blance, to be of the fame nation with the inhabitants of 
Prince William's Sound; but from the people of Nootka, 
or King George's Sound, they eifentially differed, both in 
their perfons and their language. The only things which 
were feen among them, that were not of their own manu
faCture, were a few glafs beads, the iron points of their 
fpears, and knives of the fame metal. Whencefoever thefe 
articles might be derived, it was evident that they had 
never had any immediate intercourfe with the Ruffians; 
£Ince, if that had been the cafe, our voyagers would fcarce
ly have found them clothed in fuch valuable ikins as thofe 
of the fea-otter. A very beneficial fur-trade might un
doubtedly be carried on with the inhabitants of this vail: 
coaft. But, without a praCticable northern paffage, the fitu
ation is too remote to render it probable that Great Britain 
fhoulcl hence ever derive any material advantage; though 
it is impoffible to fay, with certainty, how far the fpirit of 
commerce, for which the Englifh nation is fo eminently 
diftinguifhed, may extend .,;~. The moft valuable, or rather 
the only valuable ikins, which Captain Cook faw on the 
weft fide of Alnerica, were thofe of the fea-otter; for as to 
the ikins of all the other animals of the country, and efpe
cially of the faxes and martins, they feemed to be of an in
ferior quality t . 

.. Several fhips have been fitted out from our fettlements in India, as well as in 
England, on the fpeculation of this fur-trade. However, little benefit hath hitherto 
accrued from it, excepting to the proprietors of the firft velfel; the cargo which it car
ried having lowered the price of furs extremely in the China market. 

t Cook's Voyage, ubi fupl'a, p. 38+. 386. 396-4°1. 
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It was on the uxth of June that our navigators got dear 
of Cook's River. Proceeding in the courfe of their difcove
ries, when they were failing, on the nineteenth, amidft the 
group of ifiands which were called by Beering Schuma
gin's lfiands, Captain Clerke fired three guns, and brought 
to, expreffing, by the proper fignals, that he wiihed to 
fpeak with Captain Cook. At this our Commander was 
not a little alarmed; and, as no apparent danger had been 
remarked in the paifage through the channel where the 
veifels now were, it was apprehended that fome accident, 
fuch as fpringing a leak, muft have happened. On Cap
tain Clerke's coming on board the Refolution, he related 
that feveral of the natives had followed his fhip; that one 
of them had made many figns, taking off his cap, and 
bowing after the manner of Europeans; and that, at 
length, he had fafiened to a rope, which was handed down 
to him, a fmall thin wooden cafe or box. Having deliver
ed his parcel fafe, and fpoken fomething, accompanied with 
more figns, the canoes dropped afiern, and left the Difco
very. On opening the box, a piece of paper was found, 
folded up carefully, upon which fomething was written, 
that was reafonably fuppofed to be in the Ruffian language. 
To the paper was prefixed the date 1778, and in the body 
of the note there was a reference to the year 1776. Al
though no perfon on board was learned enough to decy
pher the alphabet of the writer, his numerals fufficiently 
marked that others had preceded our voyagers in vifiting 
this dreary part of the globe; and the profpett of foon 
meeting with lnen who were united to them in ties fome
what dofer than thofe of our comm.on nature, and ,,,,ho 
were not firangers to the arts and commerce of civilized 
life, could not but afford a fenfible fatisfaction to people 
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'who, for fuch a length of time, had been converfant with 
the favages of the PaCific Ocean, and of the North Ameri
can continent. Captain Clerke was, at firfr, of opinion 
that fome Ruffians had been fhipwrecked; but no fuch 
idea occurred to Captain Cook. He rather thought that 
the paper contained a note of information, left by fome 
Ruffian traders, to be delivered to the next of their coun
.trynlenwho fhould arrive; and that the natives, feeing 
the Englifh pafs, and fuppofing them to be Ruffians, 'had 
refolved to bring off the note. Accordingly,our Com
mander purfued his voyage, without enquiring farther 
into the matter. 

On the twenty-firfr, amongfr fome hills, on the main 
land, that towered above the clouds to a moft amazing 
height, one was difcovered to have a volcano, which con
tinually threw up vaft columns of black fmoke. It doth 
not frand far from ·the coaft; and it lies in the latitude of 
540 48/, atld the longitude of 1950 451

• This lllountain was 
rendered renlarkable by its figure, which is .a complete 
cone; and the volcano is -at the veryfummit. While, in 
the afternoon of the fame day,during a calm of three hours., 
the Englifhwere fifhing with great fuccefs for halibuts, a 
fmall canoe, .conduCted by one man, came to them from 
an ifiand in the neighbourhood. On approaching the fhip, 
he took off his cap, and bowed, as the native had done, 
who had vifited the Difcovery a day or two before. From 
the acquired politenefs of thefe people, a's well as from the 
note already mentioned, it was evident that the Ruf
fians mufr have a communication and traffic with them; 
and of this a frefh proof occurred in the prefent vifiter; 
for he wore a pair of green cloth breeches, and a jacket of 

black 
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black cloth, or ftuff, under the gut-fhirt or frock of his 
own country •. 

In the profecution of the voyage, on the twenty-fixth, 
there was fo thick a fog, that our navigators could not fee 
a hundred yards before them; notwithftanding which, as 
the weather ,vas moderate, the Captain did not intermit 
his courfe. At length, however, being alanl1ed at the 
found of breakers on one fide of the fbip, he immediately 
brought her to, and came to an anchor; and the Difcovery, 
by his order, did the fame. A few hours after, the fog hav
ing in fome degree cleared away, it appeared that both the 
ve:£fels had, efcaped a very imminent danger. Providence, 
in the dark, had conduCted them between rocks which 
our Comll1ander would not have ventured to pafs through 
in a clear day, and had conveyed them to an anchoring
place, as good as he could poffibly have fixed upon, had 
the choice been entirely at his option. 

On the twenty-feventh, our voyagers reached an ifland, 
that is known by the name of OonalaJhka ,;<; the inhabi ... 
tants of which behaved with a degree of politenefs uncom"'; 
mon to favage tribes. A young nlan, who had overfet his 
canoe, being obliged by this accident to come on board the 
filip, went down into Captain Cook's cabin, upon the firft 
invitation, without expreffing the Ie aft reluCtance or un
eafinefs. His own clothes being we_t, the Captain gave 
him others, in" which he dre:£fed hill1felf with as much 
eafe as any Englifhman could have done. From the behavi
our of this youth, and that of forne of the reft of the natives, 

* The harbour of Samgamoda, on the north fide of Oonalalhka, in which Captain 
Cook came to an anchor, is fituated in the latitude of 53° 55' north, and in the longi

tude of 1930 301 eaft. 
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it was evident that thefe people were no {hangers to Euro
peans, and to feveral of their cuftoms. There was fome
thing, however, in the Englifh fhips that greatly excited 
their attention; for fnch as could not come off in canoes, 
aifembled on the neighbouring hills to look at them. In 
one inftance it was apparent that the inhabitants were fo 
far from having made any progrefs in politenefs, that they 
were frill immerfed in the moft favage manners. For a9 
our Commander was walking along the fhore, on the 
twenty-ninth, he met with a group of them, of both fexes, 
who were feated on the grafs, at a repaft, confifting of raw 
fifh, which they feemed to eat with as much relifh as per
fons in civilized life would experience from a turbot, ferved 
up in the richeft fauce. Soon after the veifels had come to 
.an anchor at Oonalafhka, a native of the ifland brought on 
board fuch another note as had been given to Captain 
Clerke. He prefented it to Captain Cook; but, as it was 
written in the Ruffian language, and could be of no ufe to 
the Englifh, though it might be of confequence to others, 
the Captain returned it to the bearer, and difmiifed him 
with.a few prefents; for which he expreifed his thanks 
by luaking feverallow bows as he retired -:i<. 

On the fecond of July, our voyagers put to fea from 
Oonalafhka; and, purfuing their courfe of navigation and 
difcovery, came, on the fixteenth, within fight of a pro
montory, near which our Commander ordered lieutenant 
Williamfon to land, that he might fee what direCtion the 
coafr took beyond it, and what the country produced. Ac
cordingly, Mr. Williamfon went on fhore, and reported, on 
his return, that having landed on the point, and climbed the 

• Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 403. 413-424. 

high eft 



CAP T A IN' JAM ESC 0 0 K. 

highefi hill, he found that the fartheft part of the coaft in 
fight bore nearly north. At the fame time, he took pof
feffion of the country in his Majefty's name, and left a bot
tle, in which was enclofed a piece of paper, containing an 
infcription of the names of the fhips, together with the 
date of the difcovery. To the promontory he gave the 
name of ~~~~ ~~EWENHAM >;c. The land, as far Mr. Wil
liamfon could fee, produces neither tree nor fhrub; but 
the lower grounds were not deftitute of grafs, and of fome 
other plants, very few of which were in flower. 

When our navigators, on the third of Auguft, had ad
vanced to the latitude of 62° 34', a great lofs was fuftained 
by them in the death of Mr. Anderfon, the furgeon of the 
Refolution, who had been lingering under a confumption 
for nlore than twelve months. He was a young man of a 
cultivated underftanding and agreeable manners, and was 
well ikilled in his own profeffion; befides which, he had 
acquired a confiderable degree of knowledge in other 
branches of fcience. How ufeful an affiftant he was to 
Captain Cook, hath often appeared in the prefent narrative, 
and is fully difplayed in the Voyage at large. Had his life 
been fpared, the public would undoubtedly have received 
fron1 him fuch communications, on various parts of the 
natural hiftory of the feveral places that had been vifited, 
as would juftly have entitled him to very high commenda
tion. The proofs of his abilities that now remain, will 
hand down the name of Ander/on, in conjunCtion with that 
of Cook, to pofterity t. Soon after he had breathed his laft, 

land 

• It is a rocky point, of tolerable height, fituated in the latitude of 580 42', and in 

the longitude of 197036'. 
t Mr. Anderfon left his papers to Sir Jofeph Banks: but the Admiralty took po[fe[. 

3 K 2 fio~ 

435 

C HAP. 
VI. 
~ 

1778• 

3 Augu!t 



9 July. 

JO. 

THE LIFE O~ .. 

land having been feen at a diftance, which was fuppofed to 
be an ifiand, our Commander honoured it with the appel
lation of ANDERSON'S ISLAND. The next day he removed 
Mr. Law, the furgeon of the Difcovery, into the Refolu
tion, and appointed Mr. Samwell, the furgeon's firft mate 
of the Refolution, to be furgeon of the Difcovery. 

On the ninth, Captain Cook came to an anchor under a 
point of land, to which he gave the name of CAPE PRINCE 
OF WALES, and which is remarkable by being the moil: 
weftern extremity of America hitherto explored ;;~. This 
extremity is diftant from the eaftern Cape of Siberia only 
thirteen leagues: and thus our Commander had the glory 
of afcertaining the vicinity of the two continents, which 
had only been conjectured from the reports of the neigh
bouring Afiatic inhabitants, and the imperfect obfervations 
of the Ruffian navigators +. 

Refuming his courfe on the tenth, Captain Cook an ... 
chor~d in a bay, the land of which was at firft fuppofed to 
be a part of the ifiand of Alafchka, which is laid down in 
Mr. Strehlin's map. But, from the figure of the coaft; 
from the fituati9n of the oppofite fhore of America; and 
frOlTI the longitude, the Captain foon began to think that 
it was more probably the country of the Tfchutfki, on the 
caftern extremity of Afia, which had been explored, by 

{ion of the larger part of them, and there they are fl:ilI retained. Such parts as re
lated folely to natural hifiory were delivered by Captain King to Sir Jofeph; who 
willies to add his teftimony to the excellence of Mr. Anderfon's charaB:er, to the uti
lity of his obfervations, and to the great probability that, if he had furvived, he would 
have given to the world i6mething which would have done him credit. 

*' Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 426, 433, 440, 441, 44-4. Cape Prince of 
Wales is fituated in the latitude of 65° 46', and in the longitude of 191045'. 

t Coxe's Comparative View of the Ruffian Difcoveries, with thofe made by Cap
tains Cook and Clerke, p. IS, 16. 
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Beering in 1728. In the refult it appeared that this was C HAP. 

in faCt the cafe. Our Commander became fully fatisfied, VI. 

in the farther progrefs of his voyage, that Mr. Strehlin's ~ 
map muft be erroneous; and he had the honour of reftor-
ing the American continent to that fpace which the geo-
grapher now mentioned had occupied with his imaginary 
ifland of Alafchka .. 

From the Bay of St. Lawrence, belonging to the country 
of the Tfchutfki, our navigators fteered, on the eleventh, II July. 

to the eaft, in order to get nearer to the coaft of America. 
After that, proceeding to the north, they reached, on the 
feventeenth, the latitude of 70° 33' >;c. On this day, a 17. 

brightnefs was perceived in the northern horizon, like that 
which is refleCted from i_ce, and is commonly called the 
blink. This was at firft but little noticed, from a fuppofi-
tion that there was no probability of n1eeting with ice fo 
foon: and yet, the fharpnefs of the air, and the gloominefs 
of the weather, had, for two or three days paft, feemed to 
indicate a fudden ~hange. In about an hour's time, the 
fight of a large field of ice left Captain Cook no longer in 
doubt with regard to the caufe of the brightnefs of the 
horizon. The fhips, in the "fame afternoon, being then in 
the latitude of 70° 41/, were clofe to the edge of the ice, and 
not able to ftand on any farther. On the eighteenth, when 18. 

the veifels were in the latitude of 70° 44/, the ice on the fide 
of them was as compact as a wall, and was judged to be at 
leaft ten or twelve feet in height. Farther to the north, it 
appeared to be lTIuch higher. Its furface was extremely 
rugged, and in different places there were feen upon it pools 
of water. A prodigious number of fea-horfes lay upon 

~ The longitude was I9t 41/. 
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the ice; and fome of them, on the nineteenth, were pro .. 
cured for food, there being at this time a want ()f frefh 
provifions. When the animals were prought to the veffels, 
it was no fmall difappointment to many of the feamen, 
who had feafted their eyes for feveral days with the pro
fpeCt of eating them, to find that they were not fea-cows, 
as they had fuppofed, but fea-horfes. This difappoint
ment WO\ug nQ-t have been ~rre:fi~)ned; or the ~ifrerenc~ 
known, had there not happened to be one or two failors on 
board who had been in Greenland, and who declared what 
thefe animals were, and that it never was cuftomary to eat 
of them. Such, however, was the anxiety for a change of 
diet, as to overCOlne this prejudice. Our voyagers lived 
upon the fea-horfes as long as they lafted; and there were 
few who did not prefer them to the faIt meat. 

Captain Cook continued, to the twenty-ninth, to tra
verfe the Icy Sea beyond Beering's Strait, in various direc
tions, and through numberlefs obftruCtions and difficul
ties. Every day the ice increafed, fo as to preclude all hopes 
of attaining, at leaft during the prefent year, the grand ob
jeCt of the voyage. Indeed, the feafon was now fo far ad
vanced, and the time in which the froft was expeCted to fet 
in was fo near at hand, that it would have been totally'incon
fiftent with prudence, to nave made any farther attempts, 
till the next f ummer, at finding a paffage into the Atlantic.. 
The attention, therefore, of our Commander was now di
reCted to other important and neceffary concerns. It was 
of great confequence to meet with a place where our navi
gators might be fupplied with wood and water. But the 
point which principally occupied the Captain's thoughts 
was, how he fhould fpend the winter, fo as to make fome 
improvements in geography and navigation, and, at the 

fame 
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fame time, to be in a condition to return to the north, in 
farther fearch of a paffage, in the enfuing fummer~i~. 

Before Captain Cook proceeded far to the fouth, he em
ployed a confiderable· time in examining the fea and coafis 
in the neighbourhood of Beering's Strait, both on the fide 
of Afia and America. In this examination, he afcertained 
the accuracy of Beering, fo far as he went; demonfirated 
the errors with which St~hlin's map of the New Northern 
Archipelago abounds; and made large additions to the 
geographical knowledge of this part of the world. "It re
" fletts," as Mr. Coxe juiUy obferves, " the highefi honour 
"even on the Britifh name, that our great navigator ex
" tended his difcoveries much farther in one expedition, 
" and at fo great a difiance from the point of his depar
"ture, than the Ruffians accomplifhed in a long feries 
" of years, and in parts belonging or contiguous to their 
" own en1pire t." 

On the fecond of October, our voyagers came within 
fight of the ifland of Oonalafhka, and anchored the next 
day in Salnganoodha harbour. Here the firfi concern was 
to put the fhips under the neceffary repair; and, while the 
carpenters Were employed in this bufinefs, one third of the 
people had permiffion, by turns, to go and colleCt the ber
ries with which the ifiand abounds, and which, though 
now beginning to be in a fiate of decay, did not a little con
tribute, in conjunCtion with fpruce-beer, effeCtually to 
eradicate every feed of the fcurvy that might exift in either 
of the veffe1s. Such a fupply of fifh was likewife procured, 
as not only ferved for prefent confumption, but afforded a 

.. Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 452 , 486, 455,456, 457, 466. 
t Coxe's Comparative View of the Ruffian Difcoveries, p. 16. 
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quantity to be carried out to fea; fo that hence a confider .. 
able faving was made of the provjfions of the ihips, which 
was at this time an object of no fmall importance. 

Captain Cook, on the eighth, received, by the hands of 
an Oonalafhka man, named Derramoufhk, a very fin gular 
prefent, which was that of a rye· loaf, or rather a pye in 
the form of a loaf, for it enclofed fome falmon, highly 
feafoned with pepper. This man had the like prefent for 
Captain Clerke, and a note for each of the two Captains, 
written in a character which none on board could under
frand. It was natural to fuppofe, that the prefents came 
fromfome Ruffians in the neighbourhood; and therefore 
a few bottles of rum, wine, and porter, were {ent to thefe 
unknown friends in return; it being rightly judged that 
fuch articles would be more acceptable than any thing be
fides which it was in the power of our navigators to be-
1l:ow. Corporal Lediard of the marines ,;e, an intelligent 

,man, 

• This Corporal Lediard is an extraordinary man, fomething of whofe hifrory can .. 
not fail of being entertaining to my readers. In the winter of 1786, he fet out on the 
fingular undertaking of walking acrofs the continent of America; for the accom
pli{hment of which purpofe, he determined to travel by the way of Siberia, and to 
procure a paffage from that country to the oppofite American coaft. Being an Ame
rican by birth, and having no means of raifing the money neceffary for his expenees, 
a fubfcription was raifed for him by Sir Jofeph Banks, and fome other gentlemen, 
amounting, in the whole, to a little .more than fifty pounds. With this fum he 
proceeded to Hamburgh, from which place he went to Copenhagen, and thence·to 
Peterfburgh, where he arrived in the beginning of March 1787. In his journey from 
Copenhagen to Peterfburgh, 'finding that the gulph· of Bothnia was not frozen over, 
he was obliged to walk round the whole of it, by Tornreo. At Peterfburgh he fiay~d 
till the twenty-firft of May, when he obtained leave to accompany a convoy of mili
tary ftores, which at that time was proceeding to Mr. Billings, who had been his 
{hip-mate in Captain Cook's voyage, and who wall then employed by the Emprefs of 
Ruffia, for the purpofe of making difcoveries in Siberia, and on .the north-weft 

coaft 
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man, was, at the fame time, direCted to accompany Der .. 
ramoufhk, for the purpofe of gaining farther informa
tion; and with orders, if he met with any Ruffians, that 
he fhould endeavour to make them underfiand that our 
voyagers were Engliihmen, and the friends and allies of 
their nation. On the tenth, the Corporal returned with 
three Ruffian feamen, or furriers, who, with feveral oth(:~J' 
refided at Egoochihac, where they had a dwelling-houfe, 
fome fiore·-houfes, and a floop of about thirty tons burthen. 
One of thefe Inen was either mafter or mate of this ve:fTel ; 
another of them wrote a very good hand, and was ac-

coaR: of America. With this convoy Mr. Lediard fet out, and in Augufl: reached the 
city of Irkutlk in Siberia.. After that, he proceeded to the town of Yakutlk, where he 
met with Captain Billings. From this place he went back to Irkutfk, to fpend a part 
of the winter; propofing, in the fpring, to return to Yakutlk, in order to proceed in 
the fum mer to Okotlk. 

Hitherto Mr. Lediard had gone on profperoully, and flattered himfelf with the hopes 
of fucceeding in his undertaking. But, in January laft (1788) in confequence of an 
exprefs from the Emprefs, he was arrefted, and, in half an hour's time, carried away, 
under the guard of two foldiers and an officer, in a pofl: fledge, for Mofcow, without 
his doaths, money, and papers. From Mofcow he was conveyed to the city of Mo
ialoff in White Ruffia, and thence to the town of Tolochin in Poland. There he was 
informed, that her Majefl:y's orders were, that he was never to enter her dominions 
again without her exprefs permiffion. During all this time, he fuffered the greateR: 
hardiliips, from ficknefs, fatigue, and want of refl: ; fo that he was allllofl: reduced to a 
lkeleton. From Tolochin he made his way to Konig!berg, having had, as he f:lys, 
a miferable journey, in a miferable country, in a miferable feafon, in miferable health, 
and a miferable purfe ; and difappointed of his darling enterprize. Mr. Lediard informs 
Sir Jofeph Banks, to whom he fent, from time to time, a full account of his tranf:' 
atl:ions, that, though he had been retarded in his purfuits by malice, he had not travelled 
totally in vain; his obfervations in Afia being, perhaps, as complete as a longer vifit 
would have rendered them. From his lafl: letter it appears, that he propofed to re
turn, as fpeedily as poffible, from Koniglberg to England. 

For the preceding intelligence I am wholly indebted to the obliging information 
of Sir Jofeph Banks. 
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quainted with figures; and all of them were fenfible and 
well-behaved perfons, who were ready to give Captain 
Cook every poffible degree of information. The great dif
ficulty in the reception and communication of intelligence, 
arofe fron1 the want of an interpreter. On the fourteenth, 
a Ruffian landed at Oonalafhka, whofe name was Erafim 
Gregorioff Sin Ifmyloff, and who was the principal perfon 
among his countrymen in this and the neighbouring 
iflands. Befides the intelligence which our Commander 
derived from his converfations with Ifmyloff, and which 
were carried on by figps, affifted by figures and other cha
racters, he obtained from him the fight of two charts, 
and was permitted to copy them. Both of them were 
manufcri pts, and bore every mark of authenticity. The 
firft included the Penjhinjkian Sea; the coaft of Tartary, 
down to the latitude of 41°; the Kuril iflands; and the pen
infula of Kamtfchatka. But it was the fecond chart that , 
was the moft interefting to Captain Cook; for it cOlnpre-
hended all the difcoveries made by the Ruffians to the 
eaftward of Kamtfchatka, towards America; which, how
ever, exclufively of the voyages of Beering and Tfcheri
koff, amounted to little or nothing. Indeed, all the people 
with whom the Captain converfed at Oonalafhka, agreed 
in affuring him, over and over again, that they knew of 
no other iflands, befides thofe which were laid down upon 
this chart; and that no Ruffian had ever feen any part of 
the continent of America to the northward, excepting that 
which lies oppofite to the country of the Tfchutikis. 

When, on the twenty-firft, Mr. Ifmyloff took his final 
leave of the Englifh navigators, our Commander entrufted 
to his care a letter to the Lords Commiffioners of the Ad
miralty, in which was enclofed a chart of all the northern 
coafts the Captain had vifited. It was expected that there 

would 
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would be an opportunity of fending this letter, in the C HAP. 

enfuing fpring, to Kamtfchatka or Okotfk"., and that it VI. 
"'-----' would reach Peterfburgh during the following winter. Mr. 1778• 

Ifmyloff, who faithfully and fuccefsfully difcharged the 
tru:a our Conlmander had repofed in him, feemed to 
poffefs abilities that might entitle him to a higher ftation 
in life than that which he occupied. He had a confider-
able knowledge of afironomy, and was acquainted with 
the mofi ufeful branches of the mathematics. Captain 
Cook made him a prefent of an Hadley's octant; and, 
though it was probably the firfi he had ever feen, he un .. 
derfiood, in a very filort time, the various ufes to which 
that inftrument can be applied. 

While the fhips lay at Oonalafhka, our voyagers did not 
neglect to make a diligent enquiry into the productions of 
the if1and, and the general manners of the inhabitants. 
On thefe, as being in a great meafure finlilar to objeCts 
which have already been noticed, it is not neceffary to 
enlarge. There is one circum fiance, however, fo honour
able to the natives, that it muft not be omitted. They 
are, to all appearance, the moil: peaceable and inoffenfive 
people our Commander had ever met with; and, with re
fpeCt to hondly, they might ferve as a pattern to coun
tries that are in the highefi ftate of civilization. A doubt 
is fuggefied, whether this diipofition may not have been 
the confequence of their prefent fubjeCtion to the Ruf
fians. From the affinity which was found to fubfift be
tween the dialeCts of the Greenlanders and Efquimaux, 
and thofe of the inhabitants of N orton's Sound ,i, and Oona-

* Norton's Sound is a large inlet that extends to the northward as far as the 
latitude of 64° 55', upon the coaft of which Lieutenant King had landed, by Captain 
Cook's order. 
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lafhka, there is thong reafon to believe, that all thefe na
tions are of the fame extraction; and, if that be the cafe, 
the exiftence of a northern communication of fome kind, 
by fea, between the weft fide of America and the eaft fide, 
through Baffin's Bay, can fcarcely be doubted; which com
munication, neverthelefs, may effectually be ihut up againft 
!hips, by ice and other impediments. 

While the veffels lay in Samganoodha harbour, Captain 
Cook. exerted his ufual diligence in making nautical and 
aftronomicalobfervations. All things, on the twenty-fixth, 
having been gotten ready for his departure, he put to fea 
on that day, and failed for the Sandwich Hlands; it being 
his intention to fpend a few months there, and then" to 
direer his courfe to Kamtfchatka, fo as to endeavour to 
reach that country by the middle of May, in the enfuing 
fum mer ,;;. 

On the twenty-fixth of November, when the fhips had 
proceeded fouth ward till they came to the latitude of 20· 

551
, land was difcovered, which proved to be an ifiand 

of the name of Mowee, that had not hitherto been vifited. 
It is one' of the group of the Sandwich Ifiands. As it was 
of the laft importance to procure a fupply of provifions at 
thefe ifiands, and exper.ience had taught our Commander, 
that he could have no chance of fucceeding in this object, 
if it were left to every man's difcretion to traffic for what 
he pleafed, and in what manner he pleafed; the Captain 
publif11ed an order, prohibiting all perfons from trading, 
excepting fuch as fhould be appointed by himfelf and Cap
tain Clerke. Even thefe per[ons were enjoined to trade only 

* Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 486, 493-498, 501, S02, 506, 507, 509, 522-

524, 525, 526• 
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layoff ·Mowee, which was for fome days, a friendly inter- VI. 

courfe was maintained with the inhabitants. ~ 
Another ifland was dikovered on the thirtieth, which is 30 Nov. 

called by the natives Owhyhee. As it appeared to be of 
greater extent and importance than any of the iflands 
which had yet been vifited in this part of the world, Cap-
tain Cook fpent nearly feven weeks in failing round, and 
examining its coail. Whilft he was thus employed, the 
inhabitants came off, from time to time, in their canoes, and 
readily engaged in traffic' with our voyagers. In the con-
duct of this bufinefs, the behaviour of the iflanders was 
more entirely free from fufpicion and referve than our Com
mander had ever yet experienced. Not even the people 
of Otaheite itfelf, with whom he had been fo intimately 
and repeatedly conneCted, had difplayed fuch a full confi-
dence in the integrity and good treatment of the Englifh. 

Among the articles procured from the natives, was a 
quantity of fugar-cane. Upon a trial, Captain Cook found 
that a {hong decoCtion of it produced a very palatable 
beer; on which account, he ordered fome more to be 
brewed, for general ufe. When, however, the barrel was 
broached, not one of the crew would tafte of the liquor. 
As (he Captain had no motive in preparing this beverage? 
but that of fparing the rum and other fpirits for a colder 
climate, he did not exert either authority or perfuafiol1 to 
prevail upon the men to change their refolution; for he 
knew that there was no danger of the fcurvy, fo long as a 
plentiful fupply could be obtained of differe~t vegetables. 
N everthelefs, that he might not be difappointed in his views, 
he gave orders that nO' grog fhould be ferved in the fhips ; 
and he himfelf, together with the officers, continued to make 

ufe 
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ufe of the fugar-cane beer, which was much improved by 
the addition of a few hops, that chanced to be frill on 
board. There could be no reafonable doubt of its being a 
very wholefome liquor; and yet the inconfiderate crew al
leged that it would be injurious to their health. No 
people are more averfe to every kind of innovation than 
feamen, and their prejudices are extremely difficult to be 
conquered. It was, however, by aCting contrary to thefe 
prejudices, and by various deviations from eftablifhed 
praCtice, that Captain Cook had been enabled to preferve 
his men from that dreadful diftemper, the fcurvy, which, 
perhaps, has deftroyed more of our failors, in their peace
ful voyages, than have fallen by the enemy in military ex
peditions. 

As the Captain was purfuing his examination of the 
coaft of Owhyhee, it having fallen calm at one o'clock in 
the. morning of the nineteenth of December, the Refolu
tion was left to the mercy of a north-eafterly fwell, which 
impelled her faft towards the land; fo that, long before 
day-break, lights were feen from the land, which was not 
more than a league diftant. The night, at the fame 
time, was. dark, with thunder, lightning, and rain. As 
foon as it was light, a dreadful furf, within half a league 
of the veffel, appeared breaking from the fhore; and it 
was evident that our navigators had been in the n10ft pe
rilous fituation: nor was the danger yet over; for, in con
fequence of the veering of the wind, they were but jufr 
.able to keep their diftance from the coaft. What render
ed their fituation more alarming was, that a rope of the 
main-top fail having given way, this occafioned the fail 
to be rent in two. In the faIDe manner, the two top-gal
lant fails gave way, though they were not half worn out. 

However, 
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However, a favourable opportunity was feized of getting 
others to the yards; and the Refolution again proceeded in 
fafety. 

On the fixteenth of January 1779, canoes arrived in fuch 
numbers from all parts, that there were not fewer than a 
tlloufand about the two ihips, moil of them crowded with 
people, and well laden with hogs, and other produCtions 
of the ifland. -It was a fatisfaCtory proof of their friendly 
intentions, that there was not a fingle perfon amongft 
them who had with him a weapon of any kind; trade and 
curiofity alone appearing to be the motives which aCtuated 
their conduCt. Anlong fuch multitudes, however, as, at 
times, were on board, it will not be deemed furprizing, 
that fome fhould betray a thievifh difpofition. One of 
them took out of the Refolution a boat's rudder; and made 
off with it fo fpeedily, that it could not be recovered. Cap
tain Cook judged this to be a favourable opportunity of 
fuewing to thefe people the ufe of fire-arms; and accord
ingly he ordered two or three mufquets, and as many 
four-pounders, to be fired over the canoe which carried off 
the rudder. It not being intended that any of the fhot 
ihould take effeCt, the furrounding multitude of the na
tives feenled to be more furprized than terrified. 

Mr. Bligh having been fent to examine a neighbouring 
bay, reported, on his return, that it had good anchorage 
and frefh water, and that it was in an acceffible fituation. 
Into this bay, therefore, the Captain refolved ~to carry the 
ihips, in order to refit, and to obtain every refrefilment 
which the place could afford. As night approached, the 
greater part of the Indians retired on fhore; but numbers 
of them requefted permiffion to fleep on board; in which 
requeft, curiofity (at leaft with regard to feveral of them) 
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was not their fole motive; for it was found, the next morn·, 
ing, that various things were miffing; on which account 
our Commander determined not to entertain fo many per
fons another night. 

On the feventeenth, the !hips came to an anchor in the 
bay which had been examined by Mr. Bligh, and which is 
called Karakakooa by the inhabitants. At this time, the 
veifels continued to be nluch crowded with natives, and 
were furrounded with a multitude of canoes. Captain 
Cook, in the whole courfe of his voyages, had never feen 
fo numerous a body of people affembled in one place. For, 
befides thofe who had come off to the Engli!h in their ca
noes, all the !hore of the bay was covered with fpeCtators, 
and many hundreds were fwilnming round the !hips like 
fuoals of fi!h. Our nayigators could not avoid being 
greatly impreffed with the fingularity of this fcene; and 
perhaps there were few on board that now lamented the 
want of fuccefs which had attended the endeavours of get
ting homeward, the laft fummer, by a northern paffage. 
" To this difappointment," fays the Captain, " we owed 
" our having it in our power to revifit the Sandwich ijlands, 
" and to enrich our voyage with a difcovery which, though 
" the laft, feemed, in many refpects, to be the moft im
" portant that had hitherto been made by Europeans, 
" throughout the extent of the Pacific Ocean ';:." 

Such is the fentence that concludes our Commander's 
journal: and the fatisfa6tion with which this fentence ap
pears to have been written, cannot fail of ihiking the 
mind of every reader. Little did Captain Cook then ima
gine, that a difcovery which promifed to add no fmall 

• Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 532, 535, 536, 537, 538, 54-0 -548, 549. 
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honour to his name, and to be produCtive of very agree
able confequences, :Chould be fa fatal in the refult. Little 
did he think, that the ifland of Owhyhee was deftined to be 
the laft feene of his exploits, and the caufe of his deftruc
tion. 

The reception which the Captain met with frOln the 
natives, on his proceeding to anchor in Karakakooa Bay, 
was flattering in the higheft degree. They came off from 
the fhore in aftonifhing nUlnbers, and expreffed their joy by 
finging and :Chouting, and by exhibiting a variety of wild 
and extravagant geftures. Pareea, a young man of great 
authority, and Kaneena, another Chief, had already at
tached themfelves to our Comnlander, and were very 
ufeful in keeping their countrymen from being trouble
fame. 

During the long cruize of our navigators off the ifiand 
of Owhyhee,. the inhabitants had almoft univerfally be
haved with great fairnefs and honefty in their dealings, 
and had not :Chewn the flighteft propenfity to theft: and 
this was a faCt the more extraordinary, as thofe with 
whom our people had hitherto maintained any intercourfe, 
were of the loweft rank, being either fervants or fifher
men. But, after the arrival of the Refolution and Difco
very in Karakakooa Bay, the cafe was greatly altered. The 
immenfe crowd of iflanders that blocked up every part of 
the fhips, not only afforded frequent opportunities of pil
fering without rifk of deteCtion; but held out, even if 
they :Chould be deteCted, a profpeCt of efcaping with impu
nity, from the fuperiority of their numbers to that of the 
Englifh. Another circumftarice, to which the alteration in 
the conduCt of the natives might be afcribed, arofe frOlu 
the prefence and encouragement of their Chiefs, into whofe 
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poffeffion the booty might be traced, and whom there was 
reafon to fufpeCt of being the infiigators of the depreda
tions that were committed. -

Soon after the Refolution had gotten into her ftation, 
Pareea and Kaneena brought on board a third Chief, named 
Koah, who was reprefented as being a prieft, and as having, 
in his early youth, been a diftinguifhed warrior. In the . 
evening, Captain Cook, attended by Mr. Bayley and Mr. 
King, accompanied Koah on fhore. Upon this occafion, 
the Captain was received with very peculiar and extraor
dinary ceremonies; with ceremonies that indicated the 
higheft refpeCt on the part of the natives, and which, 
indeed, feemed to fall little ihort of adoration. 

One of the principal objects that engaged our Com
mander's attention at Owhyhee, was the falting of hogs for 
fea-ftore; in which his fuccefs was far more compleat than 
had been attained in any former attempt of the fame kind~ 
It doth not appear that experiments relative to this fubjeCt 
had been made by the navigators of any nation pefore 
Captain Cook. His firft trials were in 1774, during his 
fecond voyage round the world; when his fuccefs, though 
very imperfect, was, nevert~lelefs, fuflicient to encourage 
his farther efforts, in a matter of fo much importance. As 
the prefent voyage was likely to be protracted a year beyond 
the time for which the ihips were victualled, he was under 
a neceffity of providing, by fome fuch method, for the 
fubfiftence of the crews, or of relinquifhing the profecu
tion of his difcoveries. Accordingly, he loft no opportu
nity of renewing his a~tempts; and the event anfwered his 
moil: fanguine expectations. Captain King brought home 
with him fome of the pork which was pickled at Owhyhee 
in January 1779; and, upon its being tafted by feveral per-

fons 
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fons in England about Chriftmas 1780, it was found to be 
perfectly found and wholefome *. It feemed to be deftined, 
that in every inftance Captain Cook fhould excel all who 
had gone before him, in promoting the purpofes of navi
gation. 

On the twenty-fixth, the Captain had his firft interview 
with Terreeoboo, the king of the ifland. The 111eeting was 
conduCted with a variety of ceremonies, among which, the 
cuftom of making an exchange of names, which, amongft 
all the ifianders of the Pacific Ocean is the frrongefr pledge 
of friendfhip, was obferved. When the formalities of the 
interview were over, our Commander carried Terreeoboo, 
and as many Chiefs as the pinnace could hold, on board the 
Refolution. They were received, on this occafion, with 
every mark of refpect that could be fhewn them; and, in 
return for a beautiful and fplendid feathered cloak which 
the king had beftowed on Captain Cook, the Captain put 
a linen fhirt on his majefty, and girt his own hanger round 
him. 

In the progrefs of the intercourfe which was maintained 
between our voyagers and the natives, the quiet and in
offenfive behaviour of the latter took away every appre
henfion of danger; fo that the Englifil trufted themfelves 
among them at all times, and in all fituations. The in
frances of kindnefs and civility which our people expe
rienced from them were fo numerous, that they could not 
eafily be recounted. A fociety of priefts, in particular, 
difplayed a generofity and munificence, of which no equal 
example had hitherto 'been given.: for they furnifhed a 
conftant fupply of hogs and vegetables to our navigators, 

• An account of the procers may be feen in Captain King's Voyage, p. 12. 
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without ever demanding a return, or even hinting at it in 
the moil: diil:ant manner. All this was faid to, be done at 
the expence of a great man alTIOng them, who. was at the 
head of their body, whofe name was Kaoo, and who on 
other occafions manifefted his attachment to the Englifh. 
There was not always fo much reafon to be fatisfied with 
the conduct of the warrior Chiefs, or Earees, as with that of 
the priefi:s. Indeed, the fatisfaCtion that was derived from 
the ufual gentlenefs and hofpitality of the inhabitants, was 
frequently interrupted by the propenfity of many of them 
to il:ealing; and this circumftance was the more diftreffing, 
as it fometimes obliged our Commander and the other 
officers to have recourfe to acts of feverity, which they 
would willingly have avoided, if ,the neceffity of the cafe 
had .not abfolutely called for them. 

Though the kind and liberal behaviour of the natives 
continued. without r-emiffion, Terreeoboo,. and his Chiefs, 
began, at length, to be very inquifiti ve about the time in 
which our voyagers were to take their departure. Nor 
will this be deemed furprizing, when it is confidered that, 
during fixteen days in which the Englifu,had been in the 
bay of Karakakooa, they had. made an enormous con
fumption of hogs and vegetables. It did not appear, how
ever, that Terreeoboo had any other view in his enqui
ries, than a defire of making fufficient preparation for dif
miffing our navigators with prefents, fuitable to the refpect 
and kindnefs towards them which he had always difplayed. 
For, on his being informed that they were to leave the 
ifiand in a day or two, it was obferved that. a kind of pro
clamation was immediately made, through the villages, 
requiring the people to bring in their hogs and vegeta-

bles) 



CAP T A I N JAM ESC 0 0 K. 

bIes, for the king to prefent to the Orono ';l~, on his quitting 
the country. Accordingly, on the third of February, be
ing the day preceding the time vi'hich had been fixed for 
the failing of the fhips, Terreeoboo invited Captain Cook 
and Mr~ King to attend him to the place where Kaoo re .. 
fided. On their arrival, they fOllnd the ground covered 
with parcels of cloth, at a fmall diftance from which lay an 
immenfe quantity of vegetables; and near them was a 
large herd of hogs. At the clofe of the vifit, the greater 
part of the cloth, and the whole of the hogs and vegeta
bles, were given by Terreeoboo to the Captain and Mr. 
King; who were aftonifhed at the value and magnificence 
of the prefent; for it far exceeded every thing of the kind 
which they had feen either at the Friendly or Society 
Iflands +. Mr. King had in fo high a degree conciliated 
the affections, and gained the efteem, of the inhabitants 
of Owhyhee, that, with offers of the moft flattering nature, 
he was ftrongly folicited to remain in the country. Terree
oboo and Kaoo waited upon Captain Cook, whofe fon they 
fuppofed Mr. King to be, with a formal requeft that he 
might be left behind. To avoid giving a pofitive refufal to 
an offer which was fo kindly intended, the Captain told 
them, that he could not part with Mr. King at that .time, 
but that, on his return to the ifland in the next year, he 
would endeavour to fettle the matter to their fatisfac. 
tion . 

•. Orono-- was a.title of high honour, which had been bellowed on Captain ·Cook. 

t When the Refolution had failed from Karakakooa Bay, Terreeoboo gave a freth 
proof of his friendlhip for Captain Cook, by fending after him a large prefent of 
bogs and vegetables •. 

Early, 
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Early, on the fourth, the fhips failed out of Karakakooa 
Bay, being followed by a large number of canoes. It 
was our Commander's defign, before he vifited the other 
iflands, to finifh the furvey of Owhyhee, in hopes of 
meeting with a road better iheltered than the bay he had 
juft left. In cafe of not fucceeding in this refpett, be 
purpofed to take a view of the fouth-eaft part of Mowee, 
where he was informed that he ihould find an excellent 
harbour >i~. 

The circumftances which brought Captain Cook back 
to Karakakooa Bay, and the unhappy confequences that 
followed, I ihall give from Mr. Samwell's narrative of his 
death. This narrative was, in the moft obliging manner, 
communicated to me in manufcript, by Mr. Samwell, with 
entire liberty to make fuch ufe of it as I ihould judge proper. 
Upon a perufal of it, its importance ftruck me in fo ftrong 
a light, that I wiihed to have it feparately laid before the 
world. Accordingly, with Mr. Samwel1's concurrence, I 
procured its publication, that, if any objeCtions fhould be 
made to it, I might be able to notice them in my own 
work. As the narrative hath continued for more than two 
years unimpeached and uncontradiCted, I efteem myfelf 
fully authorized to infert it in this place, as containing the 
moft complete and authentic account of the melancholy 
cataftrophe, which, at Owhyhee, befel our illuftrious navi
gator and Commander. 

" On the fixth, we were overtaken by a gale ...... of wind; 
" and the next night, the Refolution had the misfortune 
" of fpringing the head of her foremaft, in fuch a dan
ce gerous manner, that Captain Cook was obliged to return 

.. Voyage to the Pacific: Ocean, vol. iii. written by Mr. King, p. 1-31. 

" to 
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" to Keragegooah ;;~, in order to have it repaired; for we C HAP. 

"could find no other convenient harbour on the ifland. VI. 
~ 

"The fame gale had occafioned much difirefs among 1779. 
" fome canoes, that had paid us a vifit from the fuore. 
" One of them, with two men and a child on board, was 
" picked up by the Refolution, and refcued from deftruc .. 
" tion: the men, having toiled hard all night, in attempt-
" ing to reach the land, were fo much exhaufted, that they 
"could hardly mount the fuip's fide. When they got 
" upon the quarter-deck, they burft into tears, and feemed 
" much affe6l:ed with the dangerous fituation from which 
" they had efcaped; but the little child appeared lively and 
"cheerful. One of the Refolution's boats was alfo fo for
"tunate as to fave a man and two women, whofe canoe 
"had been upfet by the violence of the waves. They 
" were brought on board, and, with the others, partook of 
" the kindnefs and humanity of Captain Cook. 

" On the morning of .Wednefday, the tenth, we were 10 Feb. 

" within a few miles of the harbour; and were foon joined 
"by feveral canoes, in which appeared many of our old 
" acquaintance, who feemed to have come to welcome us 
"back. Among them was Coo, aha, a prieft: he had 
"brought a fmall pig, and fome cocoa-nuts in his hand, 
" which, after having chaunted a few fentences, he pre-
" fented to Captain Clerke. He then left us, and haftened 

• It is proper to take notice, that Mr. Samwell [pells the names offevera! per(ons 
and places differently from what is done in the hifi:ory of the voyage. For infiance, 

Karakakooa he calls Ke, rag, e, goo, ah, , 
Terreeoboo Kariopoo, 
Kowrowa Kavaroah, 
Kaneecabareea Kaneekapo, herei, 
Maiha maiha Ka, mea, mea. 

" on. 
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"o'n board the Refolution, to perform the fame friendly 
" ceremony before Captain Cook. Having but light winds 
" all that day, we could not gain the harbour. In the after
"noon, a Chief of the firft rank, and near! y related to 
" Kariopoo, paid us a vifit on board the Difcovery. His 
" name was Ka, mea; mea: he was dreffed in a very rich 
"feathered cloak, which he feemed to have brought for 
"fale, but would part with it for nothing except iron 
"daggers. Thefe, the Chiefs, fome time before our depar
" ture, had preferred to every other article; for, having 
"received a plentiful fupply of hatchets and other tools, 
"they began to colleCt a ftore of warlike inftruments. 
" Kameamea procured nine daggers for his cloak; and, 
" being pleafed with his reception, he and his attendants 
" flept on board that night. 

" In the morning of the eleventh of February, the fhips 
"anchored again in Keragegooah bay, and preparation 
" was immediately made for landing the Refolution's fore
"maft. We were vifited but by few of the Indians, be
" caufe there were but few in the bay. On our departure, 
" thofe belonging to other parts, had repaired to theirfeve
" ral habitations, and were again to colleCt from various 
" quarters, before we could expeCt to be furrounded by fuch 
" multitudes as we had once feen in that harbour. In the 
"afternoon, I walked about a mile into the country, to 
" vifit an Indian friend, who had, a few days before, come 
" near twenty miles, in a {mall canoe, to fee me, while the 
'~ fhip lay becalmed. As the canoe had not left us long 
"before a gale of wind came -on, I was alarmed for the 
" confequence: however, I had the pleafure to find that 
" my friend had efcaped unhurt, though not without fome 
"difficulties. I take notice of this thoIt excudion, merely 

becaufe 
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" becaufe it afforded me an opportunity of obferving, that 
" there appeared no change in the difpofition or behaviour 
" of the inhabitants. I faw nothing that could induce n1e 
" to think, that they were difpleafed with our return, or 
" jealous of the intention of our fecond vifit. On the con
" trary, that abundant good-nature which had always cha
" raCterifed them, feemed frill to glow in every bofom, and 
" to animate every countenance ~\~. 

" The next day, February the twelfth, the !hips were 
" put under a taboo, by the Chiefs, a folemnity, it feems, 
" that was requifite to be obferved before Kariopoo, the 
" king, paid his firfr vifit to Captain Cook, after his return. 
" He waited upon hilU the fame day, on board the Refolu
"tion, attended by a large train, fame of which bore the 
" prefents defigned for Captain Cook; who received him 
" in his ufual friendly manner, and gave hiln feveral arti
" des in return. This amicable ceremony being fettIed, 
" the taboo was c1ifiolved; Inatters went on in the ufual 
" train; and the next day, February the thirteenth, we 
" were Yifited by the natives in great numbers: the Refo
" lution's maft was landed, and the aftronomical obfervato
" ries erected on their former fituation. I landed, with 
" another gentleman, at the town of Kavaroah, where we 
" found a great number .of canoes, jufr arrived frOlll dif-

• 

"* Mr. King relates, that our voyagers, upon coming to anchor, were furprized to 
find their rece.ption very different from what it had been on their firfl: arrival. He ac

lmowledges, however, that the unfufpicious conduCt of Terre eo boo, who, the next morn
ing, came immediately to vifit Captain Cook, and the confequent return of the natives to 
their former friendly intercourfe with the Englilh, are fl:rong proofs that they neither 

meant nor apprehended ap.y change of conduCt. "Things," fays Mr. King, "went on 

" in their ufu:!! quiet courfe, till the afternoon of the thirteenth." Voyage, ubi fupra, 

p. 36, 37, 38. 
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" ferent parts of the ifland, and the Indians bufy in can
" frruC1:ing temporary huts on the beach, for their refl
" dence during the ftay of the ihips. On our return on 
" board the Difcovery, we learned, that an Indian had been 
,~ detected in ftealing the armourer's tongs from the forge, 
" for which he received a pretty fevere flogging, and was 
" fent out of the fhip. Notwithftanding the example made 
" of. this man, in the afternoon another had the audacity to 
'" fnatch the tongs and a chiifel from the fame place, with 
"which he jumped overboard, and fwam for the ihore. 
" The mafter and a midfhipman were inftantly difpatched 
" after him, in the fmall cutter. The Indian feeing him
" felf purfued, made for a canoe; his countrymen took 
" him on board, and paddled as f wift as they could towards 
" the fhore; we fired feveral muikets at them, but to no 
"effeCt, for they foon got out of the reach of our ihot. 
" Pareah, one of the Chiefs, who was at that time on board 
" the Difcovery, underftanding what had happened, im
"mediately went afhore, promifing to· bring back the 
" ftolen goods. Our boat was fa far diftanced, in chafing 
" the canoe which had taken the thief on board, that he 
" had time to make his efcape into the country. Captain 
" Cook, who was then afhore, endeavoured to intercept 
" his landing; but, it feems, that he was led out of the way 
"by fame of the natives, who had officioufly intruded 
" themfelves as guides. As the mafter was approaching 
" near the landing-place, he was met by fame of the Indi
" ans in a canoe: they had brought back the tongs and 
" chiffel, together with another article, that we had not 
" miffed, which happened to be the lid of the water-caik. 
" Having recovered thefe things, he was retu"rning on 
'~board, when he was met by the Refolution's pinnace, 

" with 
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"with five men in her, who, without any orders, had 
"come from the obfervatories to his affiftance. Being 
" thus unexpectedly reinforced, he thought himfelf ftrong 
" enough to infift upon having the thief, or the canoe 
" which took him in, delivered up as reprizals. With 
" that view he turned back; and having found the canoe on 
" the beach, he was preparing to launch it into the water, 
" when Pareah made his appearance, and infifted upon his 
" not taking it away, as it was his property. -The officer 
" not regarding him, the Chief feized upon him, pinioned 
" J:lis arms behind,. and held him by the hair of his head; 
"on which, one of the failors ftruck him with an oar: 
" Pareah inftantly quitted the officer, fnatched the oar out 
"of the man's hand, and fnapped it in two acrofs his 
"knee. At length the multitude began to attack our peo
" pIe with ftones. They made fome refifiance, but were 
" foon overpowered, and obliged to fwim for fafety to the 
"[nlall cutter, which lay farther out than the pinnace. 
" The officers, not being expert f winlmers, retreated to 
" a fmall rock in the water, where they were clofely pur
" fued by the Indians. One nlan darted a broken oar at 
" the mafter; but his foot flipping at the time, he miffed 
" him, which fortunately faved that officer's life. At laft, 
" Pareah interfered, and put an end to their violence. The 
" gentlemen, knowing that his prefence was their only de
" fence againft the fury of the natives, entreated him to 
" fiay"rith t.hem, till they could get off in the boats; but 
"that he refufed, and left theln. The mafter went to 
" feek affiftance from the party at the obfervatories; but 
" the midihipman chbfe to remain in the pinnace. He 
" was very rudely treated by the mob, who plundered the 
" boat of every thing that was loofe on board, and then 
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"began to knock her to pieces, for the fake of the iron
" work; but Pareah fortunately returned in time to pre
" vent her deftruCtion. He had met the other gentlelnan 
" on his way to the obfervatories, and, fufpeCting his er
,,_ rand, had forced him to return. He difperfed the crowd 
"again, and defired the gentlemen to return on board: 
" they reprefented, that all the oars had been taken out 
" of the boat; on which he brought fome of them back, 
" and the gentlemen were glad to get off, without farther 
"moleftation. They had not proceeded far, before they 
" were overtaken by Pareah, in a caGoe: he delivered the 
" midfhipn1an's cap, which had been taken from him in 
" the fcutRe, joined nofes with them, in token of recon-

, "ciliation, and was anxious to know, if Captain Cook 
" would kill him for what had happened. They affured 
"him of the contrary, and made figns of friendfhip to him 
" in return. He then left them, and paddled over to the 
" town of Kavaroah, and that was the laft time we ever faw 
"him. Captain Cook returned on board foon after, 
" much difpleafed with the whole of this difagreeable bu
" finefs; and the fame night fent a lieutenant on board 
" the Difcovery to learn the particulars of it, as it had ori
" ginated in that fhip. I 

. "It was remarkable, that in the midft of the hurry and 
" confufion attending this affair, Kanynah (a Chief who 
" had al,,'ays been on' terms particularly friendly with us) 
" came from the [pot where it happened, w.ith a hog to 
" fell on board the Difcovery: it was of an extraordinary 
" large fize, and he demanded for it a pahowa, or dagger, 
" of an unufual length. He pointed to us, that it muft 
"be as long as his arm. Captain Clerke not having one 
" of that length, told him, he would get one made for 

" him 



CAP T A I N JAM ESC 0 0 K. 

"him by the morning; with which being fatisfied, he C HAP. 

" left th~ hog, and went afhore without making any flay VI. 
~ 

" with us. It will not be altogether foreign to the fubjeet, to 1779. 

" mention a circumftance, tnat happened to-day on board 
" the Refolution. An Indian Chief aiked Captain Cook 
" at his table, if he was a :rata eroa; which means a fight-
" ing man, or a foldier. Being anfwered in the affirma-
"tive, he defired to fee his wounds: Captain Cook held 
" out his right-hand, which had 'a fcar upon it, dividing 
" the thumb from the finger, th~ whole length of the 
"metacarpal bones. The Indian, being thus convinced 
" of his being a Toa, put the fame queftion to another 
" gentleman prefent, but he happened to have none of 
" thofe diftinguifhing marks: the Chief then faid, that he 
" himfelf was a Toa, and :lhewed the fcars of fome wounds 
" he had received in battle. Thofe who were on duty at 
" the obfervatories, were difturbed, during the night, with 
" fhrill and melancholy founds, iifuing from the adjacent 
"villages, which they took to be the lamentations of the 
"women. Perhaps the quarrel between us, might have 
" filled their minds with apprehenfions for the fafety of 
" their huibands: but, be that as it may, their mournful 
" cries flruck the fentinels with unufual awe and terror. 

" To widen the breach between us, fome of the Indians, 
"in the night, took a way the Difcovery's large cutter, 
" which lay fwamped at the buoy of one of her anchors: 
"they had carried her off fo quietly, that we did not mifs 
"her till the morning, Sunday, February the fourteenth. q Feb. 

" Captain Clerke loft no time in waiting upon Captain Cook, 
"to acquaint him with the accident: he returned onboanl, 
" with orders for the launch and fmall cutter to go, under 
" the comnland of the fecond lieutenant, and lie off the 

" caft 
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" eafr point of the bay, in order to intercept all canoes that 
" might attempt to get out; and, if he found it neceifary, 
" to fire upon th~m. At the fame time, the third lie ute
" nant of the Refolution, with the launch and f~all cut
" ter, was fent on the fame fervice, to the oppofite point 
" of the bay; and the mafter was difpatched in the large 
"cutter, in purfuit of a double canoe, already under fail, 
"making the beft of her way out of the harbour. He 
" foon caine up with ner, and by firing a few mufkets, 
" drove her on fhore, and the Indians left her: this hap
" pened to be the canoe of Omea, a man who bore the 
" title of Orono. He was on board himfelf, and it would 
" have been fortunate, if our people had fecured him, for 
" his perfon was held as facred as that of the king. Dur
" ing this time, Captain Cook was preparing to go afhore 
"himfelf, at the town of Kavaroah, in order to fecure the 
" perfon of Kariopoo, before he fhould have time to with
" draw himfelf to another part of the ifland, out of our 
"reach. This appeared the moil: effeCtual ftep that could 
" be taken on the prefent occafion, for the recovery of the 
" hoat.-It was the meafure he had invariably purfued, in 
" fimilar cafes, at other iflands in thefe feas, and it had 
" always heen attended with the de fired fuccefs: in faa, 
" it would be difficult to point out any other mode of pro
" ceeding on thefe emergencies, likely to attain the object 
" in view .,;~. We had reafon to fuppofe, that the king and 
" his attendants had fled when the alarm was firft given: 
"in that cafe, it was Captain Cook's intention to fecure 

*' Mr. King acknowledges, that he was always fearfil], that the degr~e of confi. 
dence which Captain Cook had acquired from his long and uninterrupted cour(e of 
fuccefs, in his·tran(aCl:ions with the natives of thefe feas, might, at fome unlucky 
moment, put him too much off his guard. Voyage, ubi fupra, p. SSe 

" the 
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"the large canoes which were hauled up on the beach. 
" He left the fhip about feven o'clock, attended by the 
"lieutenant of marines, a ferjeant, corporal, and feven 
" private men: the pinnace's crew were alfo armed, and 
" under the command of Mr. Roberts. As they rowed to
" wards the fhore, Captain Cook ordered the launch to 
" leave her ftation at the weft point of the bay, in order to 
" affift his own boat. This is a circumftance worthy of 
" notice; for it clearly fhews, that he was not unapprehen
" five of meeting witl! refiftance from the natives, or un
" mindful of the neceifary preparation for the fafety of 
" himfelf and his people. I will venture to fay, that, fronl 
" the appearance of things juft at that time, there was not 
"one, befide himfelf, who judged that fuch precaution 
" was abfolutely requifite: fo little did his conduCt on the 
" occafion, bear the lTlarks of rafhnefs, or a precipitate 
" felf-confidence! He landed, with the n~arines, at the 
" upper end of the town of Kavaroah : the Indians im
" mediately flocked round, as ufual, and fhewed him the 
" cuftomary marks of refpeCt, by proftrating themfelves 
" before him. There were no figns of hoftilities, or much 
" alarm among them. Captain Cook, however, did not 
" feem willing to truft to appearances; but was particu
" larly attentive to the difpofition of the marines, and to 
" have them kept clear of the crowd. He firft enquired 
" for the king's fons, two youths who were much attached 
" to him, and generally his companions on hoard .. Mef
" fengers being fent for them, they foon came to him, 
" and informing him that their father was afieep, at a 
" houfe not far fron1 them, he accompanied thein thither, 
"and took the marines along with them. As he pafied 
" along, the natives every where proftrated thernfelves be-

" fore 
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" fore him, and feemed to have loft no part of that refpeCl: 
" they had always fhewn to his perfon. He was joined 
" by feveral Chiefs, among whom was Kanynah, and his 
" brother Koohowrooah. They kept the crowd in order, 
" according to their ufual cuftom; and, being ignorant of 
" his intention in coming on fhore, frequentl) afked him, 
" if he wanted any hogs, or other provifions: !le told 
"theln that he did not, and that his bufinefs was to fee 
" the king. When he arrived at the haufe, he ordered 
" fome of the Indians to go in, and infonn Kariopoo, that 
" he waited without to fpeak with him. They came out 
"two or three times, and inftead of returning any an
" fwer from the king, prefented fame pieces of red cloth 
"to him, which made Captain Cook fufpeCl: that he was 
" not in the houfe; he therefore defired the lieutenant of 
." marines to go in. The lieutenant found the old man 
" juft awaked from fleep, and feemingly alarnled at the 
" meifage; but he came out without hefitation. Captain 
" Cook took hiln by the hand, and in a friendly manner 
" aiked him to go on board, to which he very readily con
'" rented. Thus far ITlatters appeared in a favourable 
"train, and the natives did not feem much alarmed or 
" apprehenfive of hoftility on our fide; at which Captain 
" Cook expreifed himfelf a little furprized, faying, that as 
" the inhabitants of that town appeared innocent of fteal
'" ing the cutter, he fhould not moleft them, but that he 
" muft get the king on board. Kariopoo fat down before 
" his door, and was furrounded by a 'great crowd: Kany
"nah and his brother were both very active in keeping 
" order among them. In a little time, however, the In
" dians were obferved arming themfelves with long fpears, 

.. " clubs, and daggers, and putting on thick nlats, which 
" they 



CAP T A I N JAM ESC 0 0 K. 

" they ufe as armour. This hoftile appearance increafed, 
" and became more alarming, on the arrival of two men 
"in a canoe fronl the oppofite fide of the bay, with the 
" news of a Chief, called Kareemoo, having been killed by 
" one of the Difcovery's boats. In their paffage acrofs, they 
"had alfo delivered this account to each of the ihips. 
"Upon that information, the women, who were fitting 
" upon the beach at their breakfafts, and converfing fami
" liarly with our people in the boats, retired, and a con
" fufed murmur fpread through the crowd. An old prieft 
" came to Captain Cook, with a cocoa-nut in his hand, 
" which he held out to him as a prefent, at the fame 
" time finging very loud. He was often defired to be 
"filent, but in vain: he continued importunate and 
" trouble[ome, and there was no l11ch thing as getting rid 
" of him or his noife: it feemed as if he meant to divert 
" their attention from his countrymen, who were grow
" ing more tumultuous, and arming themfelves in every 
"quarter. Captain Cook, being at the fame time fur
" rounded by a great crowd, thought his lituation rather 
" hazardous: he therefore ordered the lieutenant of nla
" rines to In arch his fmall party to the water-fide, where 
" the boats lay within a few yards of the fhore: the Indians 
" readily made a lane for them to pafs, and did not offer 
" to interrupt them. The diftance they had to go might 
"be about fifty or fixty yards; Captain Cook followed, 
" having hold of Kariopoo's hand, who accompanied him 
" very willingly: he was attended by his wife, two fons, 
" and feveral Chiefs. The troublefonle old priefi: followed, 
"making the fame favage noife. Keowa, the younger 
" fon, went direCtly into the pinnace, expeCting his father 
" to follow; but juft as he arrived at the water-fide, his 
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" wife threw her arms about his neck, and, with the affift
" ance of two Chiefs, forced him to fit down by f-ne fide of a 
" double canoe. Captain Cook expofrulated with them, but 
" to no purpofe: they would not fuffer the king to pro
"ceed, telling him, that he. would be put to death if he 
" went 011 board the fhip. Kariopoo, whofe conciua feem
" ed entirely refigned to the will of others, hung down his 
" head, and appeared much diftreffed. 

" While the king was in this fituation, a Chief, well 
" known to us, of the name of Coho, was obferved lurking 
" near, with an iron dagger, partly concealed under his 
" cloak, feemingly, with the intention of frabbing Captain 
" Cook, or the lieutenant of marines: The latter propofed 
" to fire at him, but Captain Cook would not permit it. 
," Coho clofing upon theln, obliged the officer to frrike him 
" with his piece, which made him retire. Another Indian 
" laid hold of the ferjeant's mu[quet, and endeavoured to 
" wrench it from him, but was prevented by the lieute
" nant's making a blow at him. Captain Cook, feeing the 
"tumult increafe, and the Indians growing more daring 
" and refolute, 0 bferved, that if he were to take the king 
" off by force, he could not do it without facrificing the 
"lives of many of his people. He then paufed a little, 
" and was on the point of giving his orders to reimbark, 
"- :vhen a lnan threw a frone at him; which he returned 
" with a difcharge of fmall filot (with which one barrel of 
" his double piece was loaded). The man, having a thick 
" mat before him, received little or no hurt: he brandiihed 
" his fpear, and threatened to dart it at Captain Cook, who 
"being frill unwilling to take away his life, infread of 
" firing with ball, knocked him down with his mufquet. 
" He e:xpoftulated ftrongly with the moft forward of the 

" crowd, 
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" crowd, upon their turbulent behaviour. He had given 
" up all thoughts of getting the king on board, as it ap
" peared impracticable; ~nd his care was then only to act 
" on the defenfive, and to fecure a fafe embarkation for his 
" fmall party, which was clofely preifed by a body of feve
" ral thoufand people. Keowa, the king's fon, who was in 
" the pinnace, being alarmed on hearing the firft firing, 
" was, at his own entreaty, put on fhore again; for even at 
" that time, Mr. R~oberts, who commanded her, did not 
" apprehend that Captain Cook's perfon was in any danger: 
" otherwife he would have detained the prince, which, no 
" doubt, would have been a great check on the Indians. 
" One man was obferved, behind a double canoe, in the 
" action of darting his fpear at Captain Cook, who was 
" forced to fire at him in his own defence, but happened to 
" kill another clofe to him, equally forward in the tumult: 
"the ferjeant obferving that he had miffed the man he 
"aimed at, received orders to fire at him, which he did, 
" and killed hinl. By this time, the impetuofity of the 
"Indians was fotnewhat repreffed; they fell back in a 
"body, and feemed ftaggered: but being pufhed on by 
" thofe behind, they returned to the charge, and poured a 
" volley of ftones among the marines, who, without wait
"ing for orders, returned it with a general difcharge of 
" mufquetry, which was infiantly followed by a fire from 
" the boats. At this Captain Ckok was heard to exprefs his 
" aftonifhment: he waved hishand to the boats, called to 
" them to ceafe firing, and to come nearer in to receive the 
"marines. Mr. Roberts immediately brought the pinnace 
" as clofe to the ihore as he could, without grounding, not
" withfianding the fhowers of fiones that fell among the 
" people: but -, the lieutenant, who commanded in the 
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" launch, inftead of pulling in to the affiftance of Captain 
" Cook, withdrew his boat farther off, at the moment that 
" every thing feems to have depended upon the timely ex
" ertions of thofe in the boats. By his own account, he 
" miftook the fignal: but be that as it may, this circum
" france appears to me, to have decided the fatal turn of 
" the affair, and to have removed every chance which re
"mained with Captain Cook, of efcaping with his life. 
" The bufinefs of faving the marines out of the water, in 
"confequence of that, fell altogether upon the pinnace; 
"which thereby became fo much crowded, that the crew 
"were, in a great meafure, prevented frOlll ufing their 
" fire-arms, or giving what affiftance they otherwife might 
" have done, to Captain Cook; fo that he feems, at the 
" moft critical point of time, to have wanted the affiftance 
" of both boats, owing to the removal of the launch. For, 
" notwithftanding that they kept up a fire on the crowd, 
" from the fituation to which they removed in that boat, 
"the fatal confufion which enfued on her being with
ee drawn, to fay the leaft of it, muft have prevented the full 
" effeCt, that the prompt co-operation of the two boats, ac
" cording to Captain Cook's orders, muft have had, towards 
"the prefervation of himfelf and his people'i.<. At that 
" time, it was to the boats alone, that Captain Cook had to 
" look for his fafety; for, when the marines had fired, the 
" Indians rufhed among them, and forced them into the 

• I have been informed, on the beR authority, that, in the opinion of Captain Phi
lips, who commanded the marines, and whofe judgment mufr be of the greatefi: weight, 
it is extremely doubtful whether any thing could fuccefsfully have been done to preferve 
the life of Captain Cook, even if no miftake had been ,ommitted on the part of the 
launch. 

" water, 
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,~ 'Water, where four of thenl were killed: their lieutenant 
" was wounded, but fortunately efcaped, and was taken up 
" by the pinnace. Captain Cook was then the only one 
" remaining on the rock: he was obferved making for the 
" pinnace, holding his left hand againfr the back of his 
" head, to guard it from the ftones, and carrying his muf~ 
" quet under the other arm. An Indian was feen follow
" ing him, but with caution and timidity; for he ftopped 
" once or twice, as if undetermined to proceed. At laft he 
" advanced upon him unawares, and with a large club ~;~, 
" or common ftake, gave him a blow on the back of the 
" head, and then precipitately retreated. The ftroke feem
" ed to have ftunned Captain Cook: he ftaggered a few 
"paces, then fell on his hand and one knee, and dropped 
" his mufquet. As he was riung, and before he could re
" cover his feet, another Indian ftabbed him in the back of 
"the neck with an iron dagger. He then fell into a bite 
" of water about knee deep, where others crowded upon 
"him, and endeavoured to keep him under: but ftrug
" gling very ftrongly with them, he got his head up, and 
" caiting his look towards the pinnace, feemed to {(Jlicit 
"affiftance. Though the boat was not above five or fix 
" yards diftant from him, yet from the crowded and con
"fufed filte of the crew, it feems, it was not in their 

* (( I have heard one of the gentlemen who were prefent fay, that the firll: injury he 

" received was from a dagger, as it is reprefented in the Voyage; but, from the ac. 

(( count of many others, who were alfo eye-witneffes, I am confident, in faying, that he 

I' was firft ll:ruck with a club. I was afterwards confirmed in this, ~y Kaireekea, the 

" priell:, who particularly mentioned the name of the man who gave him the blow, as 

" weJl as that of the Chief who afterwards ll:ruck him with the dagger. This isa 

" point not worth difpl1ting about: I mention it, as being folicitous to be accumte ill 
" this :)ccount, even in circumfiances, of themfelves, not very material." 
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" power to fave him. The Indians got him under again, 
" but in deeper water: he was, however, able to get his 
" head up once more, and being almoft fpent in the ftrug
" gle, he naturally turned to the rock, and was endeavour
" ing to fupport himfelf by it, when a favage gave him a 
" blow with a club, and he was feen alive no more. They 
" hauled him up lifelefs on the rocks, where they feemed 
" to take a favage pleafure in ufing every barbarity to his 
"dead body, fnatching the daggers out of each other's 
"hands, to have the horrid fatisfaCtion of piercing the 
" fallen viCtim of their barbarous rage. 

" I need make no refleCtion on the great lofs we fuffered 
" on this occafion, or attempt to defcribe what we felt. It 
" is enough to fay, that no man was ever more beloved or 
" adtnired: and it is truly painful to refleCt, that he feems 
" to have fallen a facrifice nlerely for want of being pro
"perly fupported; a fate, fingularly to be lamented, as 
" having fallen to his lot, who had ever been confpicuous 
" for his care of thofe under his command, and who feem
" ed, to the laft, to -pay as much at~ention to their preferva-
" tion,' as to that of his own life. _ . 

" If any thing could have added to the fhame and indig
"nation univerfally felt on this occafion, it was to find, 
" that his remains had been deferted, and left expofed on 
" the beach, although they might have been brought off. 
" It appears, from the information of four or five mid
" fhipmen, who arrived on the fpot at the conclufion of 
" the fatal bufinefs, that the beach was then almoft entirely 
" deferted by the Indians, who at length had given way to 
" the fire of the boats,and dif perfed through the town: fo 
" that there feemed no great obftacle to prevent the reco
,~ very of Captain Cook's body; but the lieutenant return-

" ed 
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" ed on board without making the attempt. It is unnecef
" fary to dwell longer on this painful fubjeCt, and to relate 
" the complaints and cenfures that fell on the conduCt of 
" the lieutenant. It will be fufficient to obferve, that they 
"were fo loud as to oblige Captain Clerke publicly to 
" notice them, and to take the depofitions of his accufers 
" down ·in writing. The Captain's bad ftate of health and 
" approaching diifolution, it is fuppofed, induced him to 
" deftroy thefe papers a fhort time before his death. 

" It is a painful taik, to be obliged to notice circumftan
" ces, which feem to refleCt upon the charaCter of any mao. 
" A ftriCt regard to truth, however, compelled me to the 
" infertion of thefe faCts, which I have offered merely as 
"facts, without prefuming to connect with them any 
" comment of my own: efteeming it the part of a faith
" ful hiftorian, "to extenuate nothing, nor fet down aught 
" in malice." 

"The fatal accident happened at eight o'clock in the 
" morning, about an hour after Captain Cook landed. It 
" did not feem, that the king, or his fons, were witneifes to 
" it; but it is fuppofed that they withdrew in the midft of 
" the tumult. The principal actors were the other Chiefs, 
" many of them the king's relations and attendants: the 
" man who ftabbed him with the dagger was called Nooah. 
" I happened to be the only one who recollected his per
"fon, from having on a forn1er occafion lnentionec1 his 
" name. in the journal I kept. I was induced to ta~e par
" ticular notice of him, more from his perfonal appearance 
"than any other confideration, though he was of high 
"rank, and a near relation of the king: he was ftout anel 
" tall, with a fierce look and demeanour, and one who united. 
" in his figure the two qualities of ftrel1gth and agility, in 

" a greater 
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"a greater degree, than ever I remembered to have feen 
" before in any other man. His age might be about thirty, 
" and by the white fcurf on his ikin, and his fore eyes, 
" he appeared_to be a hard drinker of Kava. He was a 
"conftant companion of the king, with whom I firft faw 
" him, when he paid a vifit to Captain Clerke. The Chief 
" who firft ftruck Captain Cook with the club, was called 
" Karimano, craha, but I did not know him by his name. 
" Thefe circumftances I learnt of honef! Kaireekea, the 
" prieft; who added, that they were both held in great 
" eil:eelu on account of that aCtion: neither of them came 
" near us afterwards. When the boats left the fhore, the 
" Indians carried away the dead body of Captain Cook and 
" thofe of the marines, to the rifing ground, at the back of 
" the town, where we could plainly fee them with our 
" L 'aifes from the ihips. 

" This moil: luelancholy accident appears to have been 
" altogether unexpeCted and unforefeen, as well on the part 
" of the natives as ourfelves. I never faw fufficieRt reafon 
"to induce n1e to believe, that there was any thing of de
"fign, or a pre-concerted plan on their fide, or that they 
"purpofely fought to quarrel with us: thieving, which 
" gave Tife to the whole, they were equally guilty of, in 
"our firil: and fecond ~ifits. It was the caufe of every 
" mifunderftanding that happened between us: their. petty 
" thefts were generally overlookeo, .but fometimes flightly 
" punifhed: the boat, ,which they at .la£t ventured.to take 
"away, was an objeCt of no fmall magnitude to people in 
"our fituation, who could not poffibly replace her, and 
" therefore not .flightly to be given up. We had .no other 
" chance of recovering her, but by getting the perfon of 
"the king into our poffeffion: on our attempting to do 

" that 



CAP T A I N JAM ESC 0 0 K. 

~, that, the natives bec::l1ne alarmed for his fafety, and na ... 
" turally oppofed thofe whom they deemed his enemies. In 
" the fudden conflict that enfued, we had the unfpeakable 
" misfortune of lofing our excellent Commander, in the 
" manner already related. It is in this li~tht the affair has 

c") 

" always appeared to me, as entirely aCl.';dental, and not in 
"the leaft owing to any previous offence received, or jea .. 
" loufy of our fecond vifit entertained by the natives. 

" Pareah feems to have been the principal inftrument in 
" bringing about this fatal difafter. We learnt afterwards, 
" that it was he who had employed fome people to fteal 
" the boat: the king did not feem to be privy to it, or 
" even apprized of what had happened, till Captain Cook 
" landed. 

" It was generally remarked, that at firft, the Indians 
" fhewed great refolution in facing our fire-arms; but it 
"was entirely owing to ignorance of their effeCt. They 
" thought that their thick n1ats would defend them from a 
" ball, as well as from a frone; but being foon convinced 
" of their error, yet ftill at a lofs to account how fuch exe
"cution was done among them, they had recourfe to a 
" ftratagem, which, though it anfwered no other purpofe, 
" ferved to fhew their ingenuity and quicknefs of inven
"tion. Obferving the flaibes of the mufquets, they natu
" rally concluded, that water would counteract their effect, 
" and therefore, very fagacioufly, dipped their mats, or 
" armour, in the fea,juft as they came on to face our peo
" pIe: but finding this laft refource to fail them, they fOOll 
"difperfed, and left the beach entirely clear. It was an 
" object they never neglected, even at the greateft hazard, 
-', to carry off their flain; a cufiom, probably owing to the 

3 P " barbarity 
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" barbarity with which they treat the dead body of an ene .. 
" my, and the trophies they make of his bones ~~." 

In confequence of this barbarity of difpofition, the 
whole remains of Captain Cook could not be recovered. 
For, though every exertion was made for that purpofe; 
though negociations and threatenings were alternately em
ployed, little more than the principal part of his bones 
(and that with great difficulty) could be procured. By 
the poifeffion of them, our navigators were enabled to 
perform the laft offices to their eminent and unfortunate 
Commander. The bones, having been put into a coffin, 
and the fervice being read over them, were committed to 
the deep, on the twenty-firft, with the ufual Inilitary 
honours. What were the feelings of the companies of 
both the ihips, on this occafion, muft be left to the world 
to conceive; for thofe who were prefent know, that it is 
not in the power of any pen to exprefs them. 

A promotion of officers followed the deceafe of Captain 
Cook. Captain Clerke having fucceeded of courfe to the 
comm"nd of the expedition, removed on board the Refo
lution. By him Mr. Gore was appointed Captain of the Dif
covery, and the reft of the lieutenants obtained an addition 
of rank, in their proper order. Mr. Harvey, a midfhipman,. 
who had been in the lail: as well as the prefent voyage, was 
promoted- to the vacant lieutenantcy +._ 

Not long after Captain Cook'S death, an event occurred 
in Europe, which had a particular relation to the voyage 
of our navigator, and which was fo honourable to hilufelf, 
and to the great nation from whom it proceeded, that it 

'* Samwell's Narrative of the Death· of Captain James Cook, p. 2-20.

-t King's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 59-64, 68, 76, 77, 80,. 81. 
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"is no fmall pleafure to me to be able to lay the tranfaClion 
fomewhat at large before my readers. What I refer to is, 
the letter which was iifued, on the nineteenth of March 
1779, by Monfieur Sartine, fecretary of the marine depart
ment at Paris, and fent to all the commanders of French 
fhips. The refcript was as follows: " Captain Cook, who 
" failed from Plymouth in July 1776, on board the Refo
" lution, in company with the Difcovery, Captain Clerke, 
" in order to make fome difcoveries on the coafts, iflands, 
" and feas of Japan and California, being on the point of 
" returning to Europe; and fuch difcoveries being of ge
" neral utility to all nations, it is the King's pleafure, that 
" Captain Cook fhall be treated as a commander of a neu .. 
" tral and allied power, and that all Captains of armed vef
"fels, &c. who Inay meet that famous navigator, fhall 
" Inake him acquainted with the King's orders on this 
" behalf, but, at the fame time, let him know, that on 
" his part he muft refrain frOln all hoftilities 7.~." By the 
Marquis of Condorcet we are informed, that this meafure 
originated in the liberal and enlightened mind of that excel
lent citizen and ftatefman, Monfieur Turgot. "When war," 
fays the Marquis, " was declared between France and Eng-. . 
" land, M. Turgot faw how honourable It would be to the 
"French nation, that the veifel of Captain Cook ihould 
" be treated with refpect at fea. He compofed a memorial, 
" in which he proved, that honour, reafon, and even inte ... 
c'reft, dictated this aCt of refpeCt for humanity; and it 
"was in confequence of this memorial, the author of 
". which was unknown during his life, that an order was 

~ Gentleman's Magazine, vol. xii:x. p. "09. 
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" given not to treat as an enemy, the common benefactor 
" of every European nation .,;<~" 

Whilft great praife is due tQ Monfieur Turgot, for hav
ing fuggefted the adoption of a meafure which hath con
tributed fo much to the reputation of the French go
vernment, it muft not be forgotten, that the firft thought 
of fnch a plan of conduCt was probably owing to Dr. 
Benjamin Franklin. Thus much, at Ie aft, is certain, that 
this eminent philofopher, when embaffador at Paris from. 
the United States of America, preceded the Court of France 
in iffuing a fimilar requifition; a copy of which cannot 
fail of being acceptable to the reader. 

" To all Captains and Commanders of armed Ships, aB:ing 
" by Commiffion from the Congrefs of the United States 
" of America, now in war with Great Britain. 

" Gentlemen, 
" A ihip having. been fitted out from England before the 

" commencement of this war, to make difcoveries of new 
" countries in unknown feas, under the conduCt of that 
" moft celebrated navigator and difcoverer, Captain Cook; 
" an undertaking truly laudable in itfelf, as the increafe of 
"geographical knowledge facilitates the communication 
" between diftant nations, in the exchange of ufeful pro
"duCl:s and manufaCl:ures, and the extenfion of arts, 
" whereby the common enjOYplents of hUlnan life are 
" multi plied and augmented, and fcience of other kinds 
" encreafed, to the benefit of nlankind in general-This 

~ Condorcet's Life of M. Turgot, p. 263, Englifu tranflation. 
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" is therefore mofr earneilly to recomlnend to everyone
" of you, that in cafe the faid fhip, which is now expeCl:
"ed to be foon in the. European feas on· her return, 
"fhould happen to fall into your hands, you would not 
" confider her as an enemy, nor fuffer any plunder to be 
" made of the effeCts contained in her, nor obftruCt her im
" mediate return to England, by detaining her, or fending 
" her into any other part of Europe, or to America; but 
"that you would treat the faid Captain Cook and his 
" people with all civility and kindnefs, affording them, as 
" common friends to mankind, all the affiftance in your 
" power, which they n1ay happen to frand in need of. In (0 
" doing, you will not only gratify the generofity of your 
" own difpofitions, but there is no doubt of your obtain
" ing the approbation of the Congrefs, and your other 
" American owners. 

" At Paff"y, near Pa
" ris, this loth day 
" of March 177-9. 

" I have the honour to be, 
" Gentlemen, 

" Your moft obedient, 
" humble fervant, 

"B. FRANKLIN,-

"Minifter Plenipotentiary fr0111 
" the Congrefs of the United 
"States, at the Court of 
" France." 

It is obfervable, that as Dr. Franklin aCted on his own 
authority, he could only earnejlly recommend to the C0111-
manders of Alnerican armed veffels not to confider Captain 
Cook as an enemy; and it is fomewhat remarkable, that 
he mentions no more than one iliip; Captain Clerke not 

being 
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being noticed in the requifition. In the confidence which 
the Doctor expreifed, with refpeCt to the approbation of 
Congrefs, he happened to be miihken. As the members 
of that aifelnbly, at leaH: with regard to the greater part of 
them, were not poifeffed of minds equally enlightened with 
that of their embaifador, he was not fupported by his maH:ers 
in this noble act of humanity, of love to fcience, and of 
liberal policy. The orders he had given were inftantly re
verfed; and it was direCted by Congrefs, that efpecial care 
fhould be taken to feize Captain Cook, if an opportunity 
of doing it occurred. All this proceeded from a falfe no
tion that it would be injurious to the United States for 
the Englifh to obtain a knowledge of the oppofite coaft of 
America. 

The conduct of the court of Spain was regulated by fi .. 
lnilar principles of jealoufy. -It was apprehended by that 
court, that there was reafon to be cautious of granting, 
too eafily, an indulgence to Captain Cook; £Ince it was 
not certain what mifchiefs might enfue to the Spaniards 
from a northern paifage to their American dominions. M. 
de'.Belluga, a Spanifh gentleman and officer, of a liberal 
and a philofophical turn of n1ind, and who was a member 
of the Royal Society of London, endeavoured to prevail 
upon the Count 'Of Florida Blanca, and M. d'Almodavar, 
to grant an order of protection to the Refolution and Dif
covery; and he flattered himfelf, that the minifters of 
the King of Spain would be prevailed upon to prefer the 
caufe of fcience to the partial views of intereft : ~but the 
Spanifh Government was not capable of rifing to fo enlarg
ed and magnanimous a plan of policy. To the French 
nation alone, therefore, was referved t:h~ honour of fet-

ting 
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ting an example of wifdom and humanity, which, I tnift, 
will not, hereafter, be fo uncommon in the hiftory of 
mankind ,:~. 

The progrefs of the voyage, after the deceafe of Cap
tain Cook, doth not fall within the defign of the prefent 
narrative. It mutl:: be fufficient, therefore, barely to men
tion, that the Sand \Vich lfiands were farther explored, and 
a large addition 'of whatever relates to the knowledge of 
their productions and inhabitants obtained; that Kamt
fchatka was vifited, and a very friendly intercourfe main
tained with the Ruffian officers of that country; that our 
navigators experienced the moft generous and hofpitable 
treatment from Major Behm in particular, the Comn1ander 
of the garrifon at Bolcharetfk; that they proceeded to the 
north, in purfuit of the grand object of the expedition; 
that, having pa:£fed through Beering's Strait, and attained 
to fomething more than fixty-nine degrees and a half of 
northern latitude, they found it abfolutely impoffible to 
penetrate through the ice, either on the fide of America 
or on the fide of Afia; that every hope being excluded of 
accomplifhing this way a pa:£fage into the Atlantic ocean, 
Captain Clerke was obliged to come to the determination 

'AI For the materials from which the preceding account is drawn up, I am indebted 
to Sir Jofeph Banks. Sir JoCeph and Mr. Stephens have been at confiderable pains 
to obtain, by application to the Duke of DorCet, an authentic copy of the proteCtion 
granted by the court of France to Captain Cook's lhips. If it lhould arrive in time, 

it will be inferted at the end of the volume. 
I {hall here add, that as foon as Captain Gore was informed of the order of the 

French Government (an account of which he received at Canton) he thought himCelf 
bound, in return for the liberal exceptions made in favour of our navigators, to re
frain from laying hold of any opportunities of capture that might chance to occur, 
and to preCerve, throughout his voyage, the ftria,eft neutrality. King's Voyage, 
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,C HAP. of failing back to the fouthward; that on the twenty .. 
fecond of Auguft, (1779) being lefs than a month after 
this determination, the Captain died of a confumption :.r.; 
that Captain Gore lucceeded to the command of the Refo
lution, and Lieutenant King to'that of the Difcover:y; tliat 
a fecond vi fit was paid to Kamtfchatka, by which a farther 
.acquaintance was gained with that part of the world; that 
no fmall acceffion of information was 'acquired with refpeCl: 
to geographical fcience in general; that our voyagers pur
fued their courfe by the coafts of Japan and China; that 
they made fome Hay at Canton; that thence they proceed
ed to the Cape of Good Hope; that they came to an an
chor at Stromnefs, on the twenty-fecond of May, 1780; 

VI. 
~ 

1.779· 
2.2. Auguft. 

*" Captain Clerke departed this life in the thirty-eighth year of his age. He was 
bro\lght up to the navy from his earlief!: youth, and had been in feveral actions during 
the war which began in 1756. In the action between the Bellona and the Courageux, 
being ftationed in the mizen-top, he was carried overboard with the mafi; but was 
taken up without having received any hurt. He was a midfhipman in the Dolphin, 
commanded by Captain Byron, in her voyage round the world; after which he ferved 
on the American fiation. In 1768, he made his fecond voyage round the world, in the 
Endeavour, as mafier's mate; and, in confequence of the death of Mr. Hicks, which 
happened on the twenty-third of May, J 77 I, he returned home a lieutenant. His 
third circum-navigation of the globe was in the Refolution, of which he was appointed 
the fecond lieutenant; and he continued in that fituation till his return in J 77 5; foon 

, after which he was promoted to the rank of mafier and commander. In what capacity 
he failed with Captain Cook in this lafi expedition, need not be added. The confump_ 
tion of which Captain Clerke died, had evidently commenced before he left England, 
and he lingered under it during the whole voyage. Though his very gradual decay 
had long made him a melancholy object to his friends, neverthelefs, they derived fome 
confolation from the equanimity with which he bore his diforder, from the confiant 
flow of good fpirits maintained by him to his latefi hour, and from his fubmitting to his 
fate with chearful refignation. It was, however, imp.oJ!ible, fays Mr. King, "not to 
" feel a more tha~ common degree of compaffion for a perfon, whofe life had been a 
" continued fcene of thofe difficulties and hardl?ips, to which a feaman's occupation is 
" fubjeCl, and under which he at laft funk." King's Voyage, p. 280, 281. 

that 



CAP TAl N JAM ESC 0 0 K. 

that both fbi ps arrived fafe at the N ore, on the fourth of 
October, after an abfence of four years, two months, and 
twenty-two days; that, during the whole of the under
taking, the Refolution loft only five men by ficknefs, three 
of whom were in a precarious ftate of health at their de
parture fram England, while the Difcovery did not lofe a 
fingle man; and that the hiftory of the voyage, from the 
time in which Captain Cook's journal ends, was written 
with great ability by Mr. King. With concern I add, that,. 
by the deceafe of Captain King, who died at Nice, in Italy, 
in the year 1784,this country fuftained' another lofs of an 
able and fcientific commander and navigator, who hath 
left a memorial' of his talents and fervices, which has 
honourably united his name with that of the immortal 
Cook .;\<. 

• A farther account of Captain King will be fou'nd in the, Al?pendix, N° 1. 
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CharaEler of Captain Cook.-EffeEls of his Voyages.-'fejlimo
nies of ApplauJe.-Commemorations of his Services.-Re· 
g"ard paid to his Family.-Conclujion. 

F ROM the relation that has been given of Captain 
Cook's courfe of life, and of the irnportant events in 

4 ..... 

..... which he was engaged, my readers cannot be ihangers to 
his general character. This, therefore, might be left to 
be collected from his actions, which are the beft exhibi
tions of the great qualities of his mind. But, perhaps, 
were I not to endeavour to afford a fummary view of him 
.in thefe refpects, I might be thought to fail in that duty 
which lowe to the public on the prefent occafion. 

It cannot, I think, be denied, that genius belonged to 
Captain Cook in an erninent degree. By genius I do not 
here underftand imagination merely, or that power of cul
ling the flowers of fancy which poetry delights in; but an 
inventive mind; a mind full of refources; and which, by 
its own native vigour, can fuggeft noble objeCts of purfuit, 
and the moft effectual methods of attaining them. This 
faculty was poffeffed by our navigator in its full energy, as 
is evident from the uncommon fagacity and penetration 
which he difcovered in a vaft variety of critical and diffi
cult fituations. 

To genius Captain Cook added application, without 
which nothing very valuable or permanent can be accom

plifhed~ 
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pIiihed, even by the bright eft capacity. For an unre
mitting attention to whatever related to his profeffion, he 
was diftinguifhed in early life. In every affair that was un
dertaken by him, his affiduity was without interruption, 
and Without abatement. Wherever he came, he fuffered 
nothing which was fit for a feaman to know or to praCtife, 
to pafs unnoticed, or to efcape his diligence. 

The genius and application of Captain Cook were fo1-
'lowed by a large extent of knowledge; a knowledge which, 
befides a confummate acquaintance with navigation, com
prehended a number of other fciences. In this refpect, the 
ardour of his mind rofe above the difadvantages of a very 
confined education. His progrefs in 'the different branches 
0f the mathematics, and particularly in aftronomy, became 
fo eminent, that, at length, he was able to take the lead in 
making the neceffary obfervations of this kind, in the 
courfe of his voyages. He attained, likewife, to fuch a de
gree of proficiency in general learning, and the art of com
pofition, as to be able to expre[s himfelf with a manly 
clearnefs and propriety, and to become refpectable as the 
narrator, as well as the performer, of great actions. 

Another thing, ftrikingly confpicuous in Captain Cook, 
was the perfeverance with which he purfued the noble 
objeCts to which his life was devoted. This, indeed, was a 
moft diftingl1ifhed feature in his character: in this he' 
{carcely ever had an equal, and never a fuperior. Nothing 
could divert him from the points he aimed at; and he per
fifted in the profecution of them, through difficulties and 
obftructions which would have deterred minds of very 
confiderable ftrength and firmnefs. 

What enabled him to perfevere in all his luighty under
takings, was the invincible fortitude of his fpirit. Of this, 
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inftances without number occur in the accounts of his ex .. 
peditions; two of which I fhall take the liberty of recalling 
to the attention of my readers. The firft is; the undaunted 
magnanimity with which he pro[ecuted his difcoveries 
along the whole fouth-eaft co aft of New Holland. Sur
rounded as he was with the greateft poffible dangers, 
arifing from the perpetual fucceffion of rocks, fhoals, and 
breakers, and having a fhip that was almoftfhaken to 
pieces by repeated perils, his vigorous mind had a regard' 
to nothing but what he thought was required of him by 
his duty to the public. It will not be eafy to find, in the 
hiftQry of navigation, a parallel example of courageous ex
ertion. The other circumftance I would refer to is the 
boldnefs with which, in his fecond voyage, after he left 
the Cape of Good Hope, he pufhed fonvards into unknown 
feas, and penetrated through innumerable mountains and 
iflands of ice, in the fearch of a fouther.n continent. It was 
like launching into chaos: all was obfcurity, all was dark
nefs before him; and no event can be compared with it, 
excepting the failing of Magelhaens, from the fi:raits which 
bear his name, into the Pacific Ocean ~~. 

The fortitude of Capt.ain Cook, b£ing founded upon rea
fon, and not upon infiinct, was not an impetuous valour, 
but accompanied with compleat felf-poffeffion. He was 
rnafter of himfelf on every trying occafion, and feemed to 
be the more calm and colleCted, the greater was the ex
igence of the cafe, In the moft perilous fituations, when 
our Commander had given the proper directions concern
ing what was to be done while he went to refi:, he could 
fieep, during the hours he had allotted to himfelf, with per-

• For the two remarks above mentioned, I am indebted to Mr. Hodges. 

feet 
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feet compofure and foundnefs ~'. Nothing could be a furer 
indication of an elevated mind; of a mind that was en
tirely fatisfied with itfelf, and with the meafures it had 
taken. 

To all thefe great qualities, Captain Cook added the 
moft amiable virtues. That it was impoffible for anyone 
to excel him in humanity, is apparent from his treatment 
of his men through all his voyages, and from his beha
viour to the natives of the countries which were difcoverecl. 
by him. The health, the convenience, and, as far as it 
could be adlnitted, the -enjoyment of the feamen, were the 
conftant objeCts of his attention; and he was anxioufiy fo
licitous to meliorate the condition of the inhabitants of the 
feveral ifiands and places which he vifited. With regard 
to their thieveries, he candidly apologized for, and over
looked, many offences which others would have iharply 
puniihed; and when he was laid under an indifpenfable 
neceffity of proceeding to any acrs of feverity, he never 
exerted them without feeling much reluctance and con
cern. 

In the private relations of life, Captain Cook was enti
tled to high commendation. He was excellent as a huf
band and a father, and fincere and fteady in his friendihips: 
and to this it may be added, ,that he poffeffed that general 
fobriety and virtue of character, which will always be 
found to conftitute the beft fecurity and ornament of every 
other moral qualification. 

With the greateft benevolence and humanity of difpofi
tion, Captain Cook was occafion all y ft'lbjeCl: to a haftinefs 
of temper. This, which has been exaggerated by the 

* .From the information of Captain Dudefion. 
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few (and they are indeed few) who are unfavourabfe to' 
his memory, is acknowledged by his friends. It is men
tioned both by Captain King and Mr. Samwell, in their de~ 
lineations of his chara6l:er. Mr. Hayley, in one of his 
poen1S, calls him the mild Cook; but, perhaps, that is not 
the happieft epithet which could have been applied to 
him. Mere mildnefs can fcarcely be confidered as the 
moil: prominent and diftihCtive feature' in the mind of' 
a man, whofe powers of underftanding and of action 
were fo ftrong and elevated, who had fuch immenfe dif
ficulties to' ftruggle with, and who muft frequently have 
been called to the firmeft exertions of authority and com
mand. 

Laftly, Captain Cook was diftinguifhed by a' property 
which is almoft univerfally the concomitant of truly great 
men, and that is, a fimplicity of manners. In converfation 
he was unaffeeted and ul1aff'uming; rather backward in 
pufhing difcourfe;' hut obliging' and communicative in his 
anfwers to thofe who addreffed him for the purpofes of in
formation. It was· not poffible that, in a mind conftituted 
like his, fuch. a paltry quality as vanity could find an ex
iftence. 

In this imperfe6l: delineation. of Captain Cook's cha~· 

raCter, I have fpoken of him in a n1anner which is fully 
juftified by the whole courfe of his life and actions, and 
which is perfectly agreeable to the fentiments of thofe who 
were the moft nearly conne6l:ed with him in the habits of 
intimacy and friendfhip. The pictures which fame of 
them have drawn of him, though they have already been 
prefented to the public, cannot here with propriety be 
omitted.-Captain King has expreifed himfelf concerning 
him in the following terms. "The conftitution of his 

" body 
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" body was robuft, inured to labour, and capable of under
" going the fevereil: hardlhips. His fiomach bore, without 
" difficulty, the coarfefr and moil: ungrateful food :-Great 
"was the indifference with which he fubmitted to every 
" kind of felf-denial. The qualities of his mind were of 
" the fame hardy, vigorous kind with thofe of his body. 
"His underfianding was firong and perfpicacious. His 
" judgment, in whatever related to the fen/ices he was en
" gaged in, quick and fure. His defigns were bold and 
" manly ; and both in the conception, and in the mode of 
" execution, bore evident marks of a great original genius. 
" His courage was cool and determined, and accompanied 
" with an admirable prefence- of mind in the moment of 
"danger. His temper might perhaps have been juil:ly 
" blamed, as fubjeCt to haftinefs and paffion, had not thefe 
" been difarmed by a dif pofition the moft benevolent and 
" humane . 

. " Such were the outTines of Captain Cook's character; but 
" its moft diftinguifhing feature was that unremitting perfe
" verance in the purfuit of his objeCt, which was not only 
" fuperior to the oppofition of dangers, and the preffure of 
" hardfhips, but even exempt from the want of ordinary 
"relaxation. During the long and tedious voyages in 
" which he was engaged, his eagernefs and activity were 
"never in the leaft abated. No incidental temptation 
" could detain him for a moment: even thofe intervals 
" of recreation, which fometimes unavoidably occurred, 
" and were looked for by us with a longing, that perfons, 
" who have experienced the fatigues of fervice, will readily 
" excufe, were fubmitted to by him with a certain impa
'" tience, whenever they could not be employed in makjng 
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" a farther provifion for the more effeCtual profecution of 
" his defigns ;;<". 

"The character of Capta.in Cook," fays Mr. Samwell, 
" will be befr exemplified by the fervices he has perform
" ed, which are univerfally known, and have ranked his 
"nan1e above that of any navigator of ancient or of 
" modern times. Nature had endowed him with a mind 
" ~igorous and comprehenfive, which in his riper years he 
"had cultivated with care and indufiry. His general know
"ledge was extenfive and various: in that of his own 
" profeffion he was unequalled. With a clear judgment, 
" ftrong mafculine fenfe, and the mofr determined refolu
" tion; with a genius peculiarly turned for enterprize, he 
" pnrfued his -object with unihaken perfeverance :-vigi
"lant and aCtive in an eminent degree ~-cool and in
"trepid among dangers; patient and firm under difficul1" 
"ties and difrrefs; fertile in expedients; great and origi
" nal in all his defigns; aCtive and refolved in carrying 
"them into execution. Thefe qualities rendered him. 
" the animating fpirit of the expedition: in every fitua
" tion, he ftood unrivalled and alone; on him all eyes. were 
" turned; he was our leading-frar, which at its fetting, left 
" us involved in darknefs and defpair. 

" His conftitution was ftrong, his mode of living tem
" perate.-He was a modefr man, anG rather bafhful;. 
" of an agreeable lively converfation, fenfible and intelli
"gent. In his temper he was fomewhat hafty, but of a 
" difpofition the moft friendly,. benevolent" and humane. 
" His perfon was above fix feet high, and though a good
"looking man, he was plain both in addrefs and appear-

! King's Voyage, p. 48, 49. 
" anee. 
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"ance. His head was fmall; his hair, which was a dark 
" brown, he wore tied behind. His face was full of ex
" preffion; his nofe exceedingly well fbaped; his eyes, 
" which were fmall and of a brown cait, were quick and 
" piercing; his eye-prows prominent, which gave his 
"countenance altogether an air of aufterity. 

" He was beloved by his people, who looked up to him 
c, as to a father, and obeyed his commands with alacrity. 
" The confidence we placed in him was unremitting; our 
" admiration of his great talents unbounded; onr eileelu 
" for his good qualities affectionate and fincere.-

." He was remarkably diftinguiihed for the activity of 
" his mind: it was that which enabled him to pay an un
" wearied attention to every objeCt of the fervice. The 
" ftriCt reconomy he obferved in the expenditure of the 
" filip's ftores, and the unremitting care he employed for 
"the prefervation of the health of his people, were the 
" caufes that enabled him to profecute difcoveries in re
" mote parts of the globe, for fuch a length of time as had 
~, be.en deemed impracticable by former navigators. The 
" method he difcovered for preferving the health of fea~ 
" men in long voyages, will tranfmit his name to pofterity 
" as the friend and benefactor of mankind: the fuccefs 
" which attended it, afforded this truly great man more 
"fatisfaction, than the diftinguifh.ed fame that attended 
" his difcoveries. 

'"' England has been unanimous in her tribute of ap
" plaufe to his virtues, and all Europe has borne teftimony 
":to his merit. There is hardly a corner of the earth, 
" however remote and favage, that will not long remember 
" his benevolence and humanity. The grateful Indian, iu 
., time to come, pointing to the herds grazing his fertile 
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" plains, will relate to his c~ildren how the firfi: frock of 
" them was introduced into the country; and the name of 
" Cook will be remembered among thofe benign fpirits, 
" whom they worfhip as the fource of every good, and the 
" fountain of every bleffing ";<." 

At the conclufion of the IntroduCtion to the Voyage to 
the Pacific Ocean, is an eulogium on Captain Cook, drawn 
up by one of his. own profeffion, of whom it is faid, that 
he is not more diftinguifhed by the elevation of rank, than 
by the dignity of private virtues t. Though this excellent 
eulogium muft be known to many, and perhaps to moft, 
of my readers, they will not be difpleafed at having the 
greater part of it brought to their recollection. 

Captain James Cook" pofieifed," fays the writer, "in 
" an eminent degree, all the qualifications requifite for his 
" profeffion and great undertakings; together with the 
" alniable and worthy qualities of the heft men. 

" Cool and deliberate in judging: fagacious in deter
" mining: aCtive in executing: fteady and perfevering in 
"enterprizing from vigilance and unremitting caution: 
" unfubdued by labour, difficulties, and difappointments : 
" fertile in expedients: never wanting prefence of mind: 
" always poifeffing himfelf, and the full ufe of a found 
" underftanding. 

" Mild, juft, but exaCt in difcipline: he was a father to 
" his people, who were attached to him from affection, and 
" obedient from confidence. ~ 

" His knowledge, his experience, his fagacity, rendered 
" him fa entirely mafter of his fubject, that the greateft 

• Some particulars concerning the life and charatl:er of Cavtain Cook, annexed to 
the narrative of his death, p. 25-27. 

t Introdutl:ion, p. lxxxv. 

" 0 bftac1es 
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C' obftac1es were furmounted, and the moft dangerous na .. 
" vigations became eafy, and almoft fafe, under his direc .. 
" tion. 

" By his benevolent and unabating attention to the weI ... 
" fare of his fhip's company, he d'ifcovered and introduced 
" a fyftem for the prefervation of the health of feamen in 
" long voyages, which has proved wonderfully efficacious. 

" The death of this eminent and valuable man was a lofs 
"to lnankind in general; and particularly to be deplored 
" 1;>y every nation that refpeCts ufeful accomplifhments, that 
" honours fcience, and loves the benevolent and amiable af
" feCtions of the heart. It is fiill more to be deplored by 
" this country, which may juftly boafi of having produced 
" a man hitherto unequalled for nautical talents; and that 
" forrow is farther aggravated by the refleCtion, that his 
" country was deprived of this ornament by the enmity of 
" a people, fronl whom, indeed, it might have been dread
" ed, but from whom it was not deferved. For, actuated 
" always by the mofi attentive care and tender compaffion 
" for the favages in general, this excellent man was ever 
" affiduoufiy endeavouring, by kind treatment, to diffipate 
" their fears, and court their friendfhip; overlooking their 
" thefts and treacheries, and frequently interpofing, at the 
" hazard of his life, to protect them from the fudd.en refent ... 
" ment of his own injured people.-

" Traveller! contemplate, admire, revere, and emulate 
" this great mafier in his profeflion; whofe ikill and labours 
" have enlarged natural philofophy; have extended nauti ... 
"cal fcience; and h3:ve difclofed the long-concealed and 
" admirable arrangements of the Almighty in the forma
" tion of this globe, and, at the fame time, the arrogance of 
" mortals, in prefuming to account, by their fpeculations, 
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" for the laws by which he was pleafed to create it. It is 
" now difcovered, beyond all doubt, that the fame great 
" Being who created the univerfe by hisfiat, by the fame 
" ordained our earth to keep a juft poife, without a cor
"refponding fouthern continent, and it does fOe He 
"jlretcbes out tbe nortb over the empty place, and bangetb 
" the earth upon nothing. Job xxvi. 7. 

" If the ard nous but exaCt refearches of this extraordi
" nary man have not difcovered a new world, they have 
" difcovered feas unnavigated and unknown before. They 
" have made us acquainted with iflands, people, and pro
"duCtions of which we -had no conception. And if he 
" has not been fo fortunate as Americus, to give his name 
"to a continent, his pretenfions to fuch a diftinCtion re
U main unrivalled; and he will be revered while there 
" remains a page of his own modeft account of his voy
"ages, and as long as mariners and geographers ihall be . 
"inftruCted, by his new map of the fouthern hemi
" fphere, to trace the various courfes and difcoveries he 
" has made. 

" If public fervices merit public ackncnvledgmel1ts; if 
" the man who adorned and raifed the fame of his coun
" try is deferving of honours, then Captain CooKdeferves 
" to have a n10nument raifed to his memory, by a gene
" rous and grateful nation. 

" Virtutis uberrimum alimentum eft honos. 
" Val. Maxi~us, lib. ii. cap. 6.;i'." 

The laft character I fhall here infert of Captain Cook, 
comes from a learned writer, who, in confequence of fome 
difagreements which are underftood to have fubfifted be-

* IntroduClion to the Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, p. lxxxvi-Ixxxix. 
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tween him and our great navigator, cannot be fufpected of 
intending to celebrate him in the language of flattery. Dr. 
Reinhold Forfter, having given a fhort account of the 
Captain's death, adds as follows: " Thus fell this truly 
" glorious and juftly admired navigator.-If we confider 
" his extreme abilities, both natural and acquired, the 
" firmnefs and conftancy of his mind, his truly paternal 
" care for the crew entrufted to him, the amiable manner 
" with which he knew how to gain the friendfhip of all 
" the favage and uncultivated nations, and even his con
" duct towards his friends and acquaintance, we muft ac
" knowledge him to have been one of the greateft men 
" of his age, and that reafon juftifies the tear which 
" friendfhip pays to his memory ';;<." After fuch an enco
mium on Captain Cook, lefs regard may juftly be paid to 
the deduCtions from it, which are added by Dr. Forfter. 
What he hath faid concerning the Captain's temper, feems 

. to have received a tinCture of exaggeration, from prejudice 
and perfonal animofity; and the Doctor's infinuation, that 
our navigator obftruCt:ed Lieutenant Pickerfgill's promo
tion, is, I have gOo<f reafon to believe, wholly groundlefs. 
There is another error' which muft not pafs unnoticed. 
Dr. Forfter puts in his caveat againft giving the name of 
Cook's Straits to the Straits between Afia and America, 
difcovered by Beering. But if the Doctor had read the 
Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, publifhed by authority, he 
would have feen., that there was no defign of robbing 
Beefing of the honour to which he wa£ entitled. 

From a furvey of Captain Cook's charaCter, it is natn~ 
ral to extend our refleCtions to the effects of the feveral ex-

'! Forller's Hillory of the Voyages and Difcoveries made in the North, p. 4"+. 
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peditions in which he was engaged. Thefe, indeed, muft 
have largely appeared in the general Hiflory of his Life; 
and they have finely been difplayed by Dr. Douglas (now 
Billiop of Carlifle) in his admirable IntroduCtion to the Voy
age to the Pacific Ocean. Under the conduCt of fa able a 
guide, I fhall fubjoin a fuort view of the fubjeCt. 

It muft, however, be obferved, that, with regard to 
the three principal confequences of our great naviga
tor's. tranfaCtions, I have nothing farther to offer. Thefe 
are, his having difpelled the illufion of a '1'erra Auflralis 
Incog-nita; hl.s demonftration of the inlpraCticability of a 
northern paffage from the Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean ; 
and his having eftablifhed a fure method of preferving the 
health of fearnen in the longeft voyages, and through 
every variety of latitude and climate. Concerning each of 
thefe capital objeCts, I have already fo fully fpoken, that it 
is not in my power to add to the inlpreffion of their ilU
portance, and of Captain Cook's merits in relation'to 
them, which, I truft, is firmly fixed on the mind of every 
reader. 

It is juftly remarked, by the Bifhop of Carlifle, that 
one great advantage accruing to the world from our late 
furveys of the globe, is, that they have confuted fanciful 
theories, too likely to give birth to impraCticable under
takings. The ingenious reveries of fpeculative philofo ... 
phers, which have fo long amufed the learned, and raifed 
the moft fanguine expeCtations, are now obliged to fub
mit, perhaps with reluCtance, to the faber diCtates of truth 
and experience. Nor will it be only by difcouraging fu
ture unprofitable fearches, that the late voyages will be of 
fervice to mankind, but alfo by leffening the dangers and 
diftreifes formerly experienced in thofe feas which are 

within 



CAP T A I N JAM ESC 0 0 K. 495 

within the actual line of commerce and navigoation. From C HAP. 

the Britiih difcoveries, many commercial improvements VII. 
'--v--J may be expected to arife in our own times: but, in future 

ages, fuch improvements may be extended to a degree, 
of which, at prefent, we have no conception. In the long 
chain of caufes and effects, no one can tell how widely and 
beneficially the mutual intercourfe of the various inhabi-
tants of the earth may hereafter- be carried on, in confe-
quence of the means of facilitating it, which have been 
explored and pointed out by Captain Cook. 

The interefts of fcience, as well as of conlmerce, ftand 
highly indebted to this illuftrious navigator. That a 
knowledge of the globe on which we live is a very defir
able objeCl:, no one can call in queftion. This is an object 
which, while it is ardently purfued by the moft·enlight
ened philofophers, is fought for with avidity, even by 
thofe whofe ftudies do not carry them beyond the loweft 
rudiments of learning. It need not be faid what gratifica
tion Captain Cook hath provided for the world in this re
fpect. Before the voyages of the prefent reign took place, 
nearly half the furface of the earth was hidden in obfcu
rity and confufion. From the difcoveries of our naviga
tor, geography has affumed a new face, and become, in 
a great meafure, a new icience; having attained to fuch a 
completion, as to leave only fome lefs important parts of 
the globe to be explored by future voyagers .;;c. 

Happily for the advancement of knowledge, acquifi
tions cannot be obtained in anyone branch., \vithout lead
ing to acquifitions in other branches, of equal, and per
haps of fuperior confequence.. New oceans cannot be tra-

• Lieutenant Roberts's admirable chart will fet this matter in the ftrongeil: light. 
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verfed, or new countries vifited, without prefenting fre1h 
objeCts of fpeculation and enquiry, and carrying the prac
tice, as well as the theory, of philofophy, to a higher de
gree of perfeCtion. Nautical aflronomy, in particular, was 
in its infancy, when the late voyages were firft under
taken; but, during the profecution of them, and efpecially 
in Captain Cook'.s laft expedition, even many of the petty 
officers could obferve the diftance of the moon from the 
fun, or a ftar, the lllOft deJ.icate of all obfervations, with. 
f ufficient accuracy. As for the officers of fuperior rank, 
they would have felt themfelves aihamed to have it thought 
that they did not know how to obferve for, and compute the 
time at fea; though {uch a thing had, a little before, fcarce
ly been heard of among feamen. Nay, firft-rate philofo
phers had doubted the poffibility of doing it with the ex
aCtne[s that could be wifl"led. It mufi, however, be re
nlembered, that a large fllare of praife is due to the Board 
of Longitude, for the proficiency of the gentlenlen of the 
navy in taking obfervations at fea. In confequence of the 
attention of that board to this important object, liberal re
wards have been given to mathematiciansJor perfeCting the 
lunar tables, and facilitating calculations; and artifts have 
been amply encouraged in the conftruCtion of inftruments 
and watches, much more accurately and compleatly adapted 
to the purpo[es of navigation than formerly exifted. 

It is needlefs to mention what a quantity of additional 
information has been gained with refpeC\: to the rife and 
times of the flowing of the tides; the direction and force 
of currents at fea; and the caufe and nature of the polarity 
of the needle, and the theory of its variations. Natural 
knowledge has been increafed by experiments on the ef
feCts of gravity in different and very diftant places: and, 

from 
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from Captain Cook's having penetrated fo far into the 
Southern Ocean, it is now afcertained, that the phreno
menon, ufually called the Aurora Borealis, is not peculiar 
to high northern latitudes, but belongs equally to all cold 
climates, whether they be north or fouth. 

Amidft the difI:erent branches of fcience that have been 
promoted by the late expeditions, there is none, perhaps, 
that fiands fo highl y indebted to thelTI as the fcience of 
botany. At leafi twelve hundred new plants have been 
added to the known fyfiem; and large acceffions of intelli
gence have accrued with regard to every other part of 
natural hiftory. This point has already been evinced by 
the writings of Dr. Sparrman, of the two Forfiers, Father 
and Son, and of Mr. Pennant; and this point will illuf
trioufly be manifefied, when the great work of Sir J ofeph 
Banks fhall be accom plifhed, and given to the world. 

It is not to the enlargement of natural knowledge only, 
that the effects arifing frOITl Captain Cook's voyages are to 
be confined. Another important obJect of fiudy has been 
opened by them; and that is, the ftudy of human nature, in 
fituations various, interefiing, and uncommon. The iflands 
vifited in the centre of the South Pacific Ocean, and the prin
cipal fcenes of the operations of our difcoverers, ,,,ere un
trodden ground. As the inhabitants, fo far as could be ob
ferved, had continued, from their original fettlement, un
mixed with any different tribe; as they had been left en
tirely to their own powers for every art of life, and to their 
own remote traditions for every political or religious cu[
tom or inftitution; as they were uninformed by fcience, 
and unimproved by education, they could not but afford 
many fubjecrs of fpeculation to an inquifitive and philofo
phical mind. Hence may be collected a variety of impor-
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tant faCls with refpeCl: to the frate of man; with refpeCl: 
to his attainments and deficiencies, his virtues and vices, 

I - r wi his employments and diverfions, his feelings, manners, 
and cuftoms, in a certain period of fociety. Even the cu
riofities which have been brought from the difcovered 
iflands, and which enrich the Briti1h Mufeum, and the 
late Sir Afhton Lever's (now Mr. Parkinfon's) repofitory, 
may be confidered as a valuable acquifition to this country; 
as fupplying no fmall fund of information and entertain
ment. 

Few enquiries are more interefiing than thofe which 
relate to the migrations of the various families or tribes 
that have peopled the earth. It was known in general, 
that the Afiatic nation, called Malayans, poff'eff'ed, in for
mer times, much the greateft trade in the Indies; and that 
they frequented, with their merchant ihips, not only all 
the coafis of Afia, but ventured over even to the coafts 
of Africa, and particularly to the great ifland of Madagaf
car. But that, from Madagafcar to the Marquefas and 
Eafter Bland, that is, nearly from the eafi fide ,of Africa,~ 
till we approach towards the weft fide of America, a fpace 
including above half the circumference of the globe, the 
fame nation of the Oriental world iI-lOuld have made their 
fettlements, and founded colonies throughout almoft every 
intermediate ftage of this immenfe tract, in iflands at 
amazing diftances from the mother continent, and the na
tives of which were ignorant of each other's exifience; is 
an hiftorical faCt, that, before Captain Cook's voyages, 
could be but very imperfectly known. He it is who hath 
difcovered a vaft number of new fpots of land, lurking in 
the bofom of the South Pacific Ocean, all the inhabitants of 
which difplay fhiking evidences of their having derived 

their 
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their defcent from one common Afiatic original. Nor "is 
this apparent folely from a fimilarity of cuftoms and infritu
tions, but is eftablifhed by a proof which conveys irrefifrible 
conviction to the mind, and that is, the affinity of language. 
The collections that have been made of the words which are 
ufed in the widely-diffufed iflands and countries"that have 
lately been vifited, cannot fail, in the hands of fuch men as a 
Bryant and a Marfden, to throw much light onthe origin of 
nations, and the peopling of the globe. From Mr. Marfden, 
in particular, who has devoted his attention, time, and 
frud y to this curious fubject, the literary world may here
after expect to be high~y inftruCl:ed and entertained. 

There is another family of the earth, concerning which 
new information has been derived fronl the voyages of our 
Britifh navigators. That the Efquimaux, who had hither
to only been found feated on the coafrs of Labradore and 
Hudfon's Bay, agreed with the Greenlanders in every cir
cumftance of cufioms, manners, and language, which could 
demonftrate an original identity of nation, had already 
been afcertained. But that the fame tribe now actually 
inhabit the iflands and coafts on the weft fide of North 
America, oppofite Kamtfchatka, was a difcovery, t1:le com
pletion of which was referved for Captain Cook. In his 
narrative it will be [een that thefe people have extended 
their migrations to Norton Sound, Oonalafhka, and Prince 
William's Sound; that is, to nearly the diftance of fifteen 
hundred leagues from their frations in Greenland, and the 
coaft of Labradore. Nor does this curious fact refrmerely 
on the evidence arifing from fimilitude of manners : for it 
frands confirmed by a table of words, exhibiting fuch an 
affinity of language as will remove every doubt from the 
mind of the moil: fcrupulous enquirer. 
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Other queftions there are, of a very hnportant nature; 
the folution of which will now be rendered more eafy than 
hath heretofore been apprehended. From the full confir
mation of the vicinity of the two continents of Afia and 
America, it can no longer be reprefented as ridiculous to 
believe, that the former furnifhed inhabitants to the latter~ 
By the faCts recently difcovered, a credibility is added to the 
Mofaic account of the peopling of the earth~;'. That ac
count will, I doubt not, frand the teft of the llloft learned 
and rigorous inveftigation. Indeed, I have long been con
vinced, after the clofeft meditation of which I am capable, 
that found philofophy and genuine revelation never militate 
againft each other. The rational friends of religion are fo 
far from dreading the fpirit of enquiry, that they willi for 
nothing more than a candid, calm, and impartial examina
tion of the fubjeCt, according to all the light~ which the 
im proved reafon and the enlarged fcience of rn an can 
afford. 

One great effect of the voyages made under the condua 
of Captain Cook, is their having excited a zeal for fimilar 
undertakings. Other princes and other nations are enga
ged in expeditions of navigation and difcovery. By order of 
the French government, Meff. de la Peyroufe and de 
Langle failed from Brefr, in Augufr, 1785, in the frigates 
Bouffole and Afrroloobe f on an enterprize, the exprefs purpofe 
of which was the improvement of geography, afrronomy, 
natural hifrory, and philofophy, and to collect accounts of 
cufroms and manners. For the more effectual profecution 
of the defign, feveral gentlemen were appointed to go out 
upon the voyage, who were known to excel in different de-

.. IntroduClion to the Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, p.lvi-lxxv. 
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partments' of fcience and literature. M. Dagelet went as 
aftronomer; M. de la Martiniere, P. Recevour, and M. de la 
Frefne, as naturalifts; and the Chevalier de Lamanon, and 
M. Monges, Junior, as natural philofophers. The officers 
of the Bouffole were lnen of the beft information, and the 
firmeft refolution; and the crew contained a number of 
artificers, in various kinds of mechanic employments. 
Marine watches, and other inftruments, were provided; 
and M~ Dagelet was particularly direCted to make obferva
tions with M. Condamine's invariable pendulum, to deter
mine the differences in gravity, and to afcertain the true 
proportion of the equatorial to the polar diameter of the 
earth. From fome accounts which have already been re
ceived of thefe voyagers, it appears, that they have explored 
the coaft of California; have' adjufted the fituation of more 
than fifty places, almoft wholly unknown; and have vi
fited Owhyhee, and the ref{: of the Sandwich iflands >;'. 

When the expedition flull be completed, the whole refult . 
of it will doubtlefs be laid before the public. 

Although Captain Cook has made fuch vaft difcoveries 
in the Northern Ocean, on and between the eaft of Afia and 
the weft coaft of America, Mr. Coxe has well fhewn that 
there is ftill room for a farther inveftigation of that part of 
the world. Accordingly, the objeCt has been taken up by, 
the Emprefs of Ruffia, who has co.mmitted' the conduct 
of the enterprize to C<lptain Billings, ,an Engliihman in 
her Majefty's fervice. As Captain Billings was with Cap
tain Cook in his laft voyage, he. may reafonably be fup
pofed to be properly qualified for the bnfinefs he has un
dertaken. The defign, with the execution of which he is 

~ Critical Review,'.(or April, 1788) p. 299,230. 
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C HAP. entrufted, appears to be very extenftve and important; and, 
VII. if it fhould be crowned with fuccefs, cannot fail of mak-

~ .-....J ing confiderable additions to the knowledge of geography 
and navigation ';;<-. 

There is one event at home, which has evidently refulted 
from Captain Cook's difcoveries, and which, therefore, 
muft not be omitted. What I refer to, is the fettlement at 
Botany Bay. With the general policy of this meafure the 
prefent narrative has not any concern. The plan, I doubt 
. not, has been adopted with the beft intentions, after the 
nlatureft deliberation, and perhaps with confummate wif
dome One evident advantage arifing from it is, that it will 
effectually prevent a number of unhappy wretches from 

·returning to their former fcenes of temptation and guilt, 
and may open to them the lneans of induftrious fubfiftence 
.and moral reformation. If it be wifely and prudently be

. gun and conducted, who can tell what beneficial confe
'quences may fpring from it, in future ages? Immortal 
Rome is faid to have rifen from the refufe of mankind. 

While we are confidering the advantages the diJcoverers 
have derived from the late navigations, a queftion naturally 

,occurs,which is, What benefits have hence accrued to the 
diJcovered? It would be a fource of the high eft pleafure to 
be able to anfwer this queftion to compleat fatisfaCtion. 
But it muft be acknowledged, that the fubject is not wholly 
free from doubts and difficulties; and thefe doubts and 
difficulties might be enlarged upon, and exaggerated, by 
an imagination which is rather difpofed to contemplate and 
reprefent the dark than the luminous afpect of human 
affairs. In one refpect, Mr. Samwell has endeavoured to 

I/(, Coxe's Comparative View of the Ruffian Difcoveries, p; 27-30 • 
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fhew, that the natives of the lately-explored parts of the 
world, and efpecially fa far as relates to the Sandwich 
Hlands, were not injured by our people; and it was the 
conftant folicitude and care of Captain Cook, that evil 
might not be communicated in anyone place to which he 
came. If he was univerfally fuccefsful, the good which, 
in various cafes, he was inftrumental in producing, will be 
refleCted upon with the more peculiar fatisfaCtion. 

There is an eifential difference between the voyages that 
have lately been undertaken, and many which have been 
carried on in forn1er times. None of my readers can be 
ignorant of the horrid cruelties that were exercifed by the 
conquerors of Mexico and Peru; cruelties which can never 
be remelnbered, without blufhing for religion and human 
nature. But to undertake expeditions with a defign of 
civilizing the world, and meliorating its condition, is a noble 
object. The receff"es of the globe were inveftigated by 
Captain Cook, not to enlarge private dominion, but to pro
mote general knowledge; the new tribes of the earth were 
vifited as friends; and an acquaintance with their exiftence 
was fought for, in order to bring them within the pale of 
the offices of humanity, and to relieve the wants of their 
imperfect frate of fociety. Such were the benevolent views 
which our navigator was commiffioned by his Majefty to 
carry into execution; and there is reafon to hope that they 
will not be wholly unfuccefsful. From the long-continued 
intercourfe with the natives of the Friendly, Society, and 
Sandwich Iflands, fome rays of light mufr have darted on 
their infant minds. The uncommon objeCts which have 
been prefented to their obfervation, and excited their fur
prize, will naturally tend to enlarge their frock of ideas, 
and to furnith new Inaterials for the exercife of their rea-
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fonable faculties. It is no [mall addition to their comforts 
of life, and their immediate enjoyments, that will be deriv
ed from the introduction of 'our ufeful animals and vege
tables; and if the only benefit they fhouldever receive 
from the vifits of the Englifil, fhouldbe the having ob
tained frefh means of fubfiftence, that muft be confidered 
as a great acquifition -ll~. 

But may not our hopes" be extended to frill nobler ob
jects.? The connection which has been opened with thefe 
remote inhabitants of the world, is the firft ftep toward 
their improvement; and confequences may flow from it, 
which are far beyond our prefent conceptions. Perhaps, 
our late voyages nlay be the means appointed by Provi
dence, of fpreading, in due time, the blefIings of civiliza
tion among the numerous tribes of tile South Pacific 
Ocean, and preparing them for holding an honourable 
rank among the nations of the earth. There cannot be a 
more laudable attempt, than that of endeavouring to ref
cue millions of our fellow-creatures from that ftate of 
humiliation in which they now exiftt. Nothing can more 
eifentially contribute to the attainment of this great end, 
than a wife and rational introduction of the Chriftian reli
gion; an introduction of it in its genuine fimplicity; as 
holding out the worfhip of one God, inculcating the pureft 
lTIorality, and pronlifing eternal life as the reward of obe
dience. Thefe are views of things which are adapted t() 
general comprehenfion, and .calculated to produce the 
nobleft effects. 

Confidering the eminent abilities difplayed by Captain 
Cook, and the mighty actions performed by him, it is not 

'* Introduction, ubi fupr~, p. lxxv, lxxvi. t Ibid. p. lxxvii. 
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furprizing that his memory fhould be held in the higheft 
eftimation, both at home and abroad. Perhaps, indeed, 
greater honour is paid to his name abroad than at home. 
Foreigners, I am informed, look up to him with an ad
miration which is not equalled in this country. A re
markable proof of it occurs, in the eulogy of our naviga
tor, by Michael Angelo Gianetti, which was read at the 
Royal Florentine Academy, on the ninth of June, 1785, 
and publifhed at Florence, in the fame year *. Not having 
feen it, I am deprived of the power of doing juftice to its 
nlerit. If I am not miftaken in my recolleCtion, one of the 
French literary academies has propofed a prize for the beft 
elogium on Captain Cook; and there can be no doubt but 
that feveral candidates will appear upon the occahon, and 
exert the whole force of their eloquence on fo intereihng a 
fubjeCt. 

To the applaufes of our Navigator, which have already 
been inferted, I cannot avoid adding fome poetical teih
monies concerning him. The firft I fhall produce is from 
a foreign poet, M. l'Abb6 Lifle. This gentleman has con
cluded his " Les J ardins "with an encomium on Captain 
Cook, of which the, following lines are a tranflation. 

" Give, give me flowers: with garlands of renown 
" Thofe glorious exiles brows my hands fhall crown, 
" Who nobly fought on diftant coafts to find, 
" Or thither bore thofe arts that blefs mankind: 
" Thee chief, brave COOK, o'er whom, to nature dear, 
" With Britain Gallia drops the pitying tear. 
" To foreign climes and rude, where nought before 
" Announc'd our veffels but their cannons' roar, 

"" Monthly Review, vol. lxxiii. p. 4-58. 
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" Far other gifts thy better mind decreed, 
" The ilieep, the heifer, and the ftately fteed; 
" The plough, and all thy country's arts; the crimes 
" Atoning thus of earlier favage tinles. 
" With peace each land thy bark was wont to hail, 
" And tears and bleffings fill'd thy parting fail. 
" Receive a ftranger's praife; nor, Britain, thou 
" Forbid thefe wreaths to grace thy Hero's brow, 
" Nor fcorn the tribute of a foreign fong, 
" For Virtue's fons to every land belong: 
" And fhall the Gallic Mufe difdain to pay 
" The meed of worth, when Lewis leads the way? 
" But what avail'd, that twice thou dar'dil: to try 
" The froft-bound fea, and twice the burning iky, 
" That by winds, waves, and every realm rever'd, 
" Safe, only fafe, thy facred veffel fteer'd; 
" That war for thee forgot its dire commands? 
" The world's great friend, ah! bleeds by fa vage hands .,;< ." 

There have not been wanting elegant writers of our 
own c.ountry, who have embraced with pleafure the oppor
tunities that have offered of paying a tribute of praife to 
Captain Cook. The ingenious and amiable Mifs Hannah 
More has lately feized an occafion of celebrating the hu
Inane intentions of the Captain's difcoveries. 

" Had thofe advent'rous fpirits who explore 
" Thro' ocean's tracklefs waftes, the far-fought iliore, 

• Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. liii. p. 10+h 1045. The above tran1lation was 
made by jAr. William Jackfon of Canterbury.-In the fame Magazine, p. 1034, 
1035, is the original French. 
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" Whether of wealth infatiate, or of power, 
" Conquerors who waite, or ruffians who devour: 
" Had thefe poifefs'd, 0 Cook! thy gentle mind, 
" Thy love of arts, thy love of human-kind; 
" Had thefe purfu'd thy mild and lib'ral plan, 
" DISCOVERERS had not been a curfe to man! 
" Then, blefs'd Philanthropy! thy facial hands 
" Had link'd diffever'd worlds in brothers bands; 
" Carelefs, if colour, or if clime divide; 
" Then lov'd, and loving, man had liv'd, and died >;\" 

Soon after the account arrived in England of Captain 
Cook's deceafe, two poems were publifhed in celebration 
of his memory; one of which was an Ode, by a Mr. Fitz
gerald, of Gray's-Inn. But the firft~ both in order of time 
and of merit, was an Elegy, by Mifs Seward, whofe po~
tical talents have been difplayed in roany beautiful in
frances to the public. This lady, in the beginning of her 
Poem, has admirably reprefented the principle of huma
nity by which the Captain was actuated in his under ... 
takings. 

" Ye, who ere while for COOK'S illuitrious brow 
" Pluck'd the green laurel, and the oaken bough, 
" Hung the gay garlands on the trophied oars, 
" And pour'd his fame along a thoufand fhores, 
" Strike the flow death-bell I-weave the facred ver[e, 
" And ftrew the cyprefs o'er his honor'd hearfe ; 

If SLAVERY, a Poem. 

" In 

C HAP. 
VII. 



508 

C HAP. 
VII. 

~ ., 

THE LIFE OF 

" In fad proceffion wander round the ihrine, 
"And weep him mortal, whom ye fung divine! 

" Say firft, what Pow'r infpir'd his dauntlefs breaft 
" With fcorn of danger, and inglorious reft, 
" To quit imperial London's gorgeous plains, 
" Where, rob'din thoufand tints, brightPleafure reigns?
" What Pow'r infpir'd his dauntlefs breaft to brave 
" The fcorch'd Equator, and th' AntarCl:ic wave? 
" Climes, where fierce funs in c10udlefs ardors fhine, 
" And pour the dazzling deluge round the Line; 
" The realms of froft, where icy mountains rife, 
" 'Mid the pale fum mer of the polar fides ?-
" IT WAS HUMANITY !-on coafts unknown,. 
" The fhiv'ring natives of the frozen zone, 
" And the fwart Indian, as he faintly ftrays 
", Where Cancer reddens in the folar blaze,' 
" She baoe him feek ;-on each inclement fhore 
" Plant the rich feeds of her exhauftlefs flare; 
" Unite the favage hearts, and hoftile hands, 
" In the firm compact of her gentle bands; 
" Strew her foft comforts o'er the barren plain, 
" Sing her f weet lays, and confecrate her fane. 

" IT WAS HUMANITY !-O Nymph divine! 
" I fee thy light itep print the burning Line r 
" There thy bright eye the dubious pilot guides, 
" The faint oar ftruggling with the fcalding tides.
" On as thou lead'ft the bold, the glorious prow, 
" lVIild, and more mild, the floping fun-beams glow; 
" Now weak and pale the leffen'd luftres play, 
" As round th' horizon rolls the timid day; . 

" Barb'd 
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" Barb'd with the fleeted fnow, the driving hail, 
" Rufh the fierce arrows of the polar gale; 
" And thro' the dim, unvaried, ling'ring hours, 
" Wide o'er the waves incumbent horror low'rs." 

Captain Cook's endeavours to ferve the inhabitants of 
New Zealand, by the vegetables and animals he left among 
them, are thus defcribed. 

" To thefe the Hero leads his living fiore, 
" And pours new wonders on th' uncultur'd :!hore; 
" The filk y fleece, fair fruit, and golden grain; 
" And future herds. and harvefisblefs the plain. 
" O'er the green foil his Kids exulting play, 
" And founds his clarion loud the Bird of day; 
" The downy Goofe her ruffled bofom laves, 
" Trims her white win.2:~ ann wanton~ 1n the waves; 
" Stern moves the Bull along th' affrighted {hores, 
" And coundefs nations tremble as he roars." 

I fhall only add the pathetic and animated conclufion of 
this fine Poem. 

" But ah I-aloft on Albion's rocky fieep, 
" That frowns incumbent o'er the boiling deep, 
" Solicitous, and fad, a fofter form 
" Eyes the lone flood, and deprecates the fiorm.
" Ill-f::tted matron I-for, alas! in vain 
" Thy eager glances wander o'er the main !
" 'Tis the vex'd billows, that infurgent rave, 
" Their white foam iilvers yonder diftant wave;; 

" 'Tis 
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"'Tis not his fails !-thy hufband comes no more! 
" His bones now whiten an accurfed thore !-
" Retire,-for hark! the rea-gull fhrieking foars, 
" The lurid atmofphere portentous low'rs; 
" Night's fullen fpirit groans in ev'ry gale, 
" And o'er the waters draws the darkling veil, 
" Sighs in thy hair, and chills thy throbbing breaft~ 
" Go, wretched mourner !-weep thy griefs to reft ! 

" Yet, tho' through'life is loft each fond delight, 
" Tho' fet thy earthly fun in dreary night, 
" Oh '! raife thy thoughts to yoader ftarry plain, 
" And own thy forirow felfifh, weak, and vain: 
" Since, while Britannia, to his virtues jUftf 
" Twines the bright wreath, and rears th' immortal bufi; 
" While on each wind Qf heav'n his fame fhall rife, 
" In- endlefs incenfe to-the fmiling ikies; 
" THE ATTl<.NnANT POWER, that bade his fails expand, 
" And waft her bleffings to each barren land, 
" Now raptur'd bears him to th' immortal plains, 
" Where Mercy hails him with congenial ftrains ; 
" Where foars, on Joy's white plume, his fpirit free, 
" And angels choir him, while he waits for THEE. 

Captain Cook's difcoveries, among other effeds, have 
opened new fcenes for a poetical fancy to range in, and 
prefented new images to the felection of genius and tafte. 
The Morais, in particular, of the inhabitants of the South 
Sea Hlands, afford a fine fubject for the exercife of a plain
tive mufe. Such a mufe hath feized upon the fubject; 
and, at the fame time, has added another wreath to the 
memory of our navigator. I refer to a lady, who hath 

already, 
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already, in many paifages of her" Peru," in her" Ode on 
the Peace," and, above all, in her " Irregular Fragment," 
amply proved to the world, that fhe poifeifes not only the 
talent of elegant and harmonious verfification, but the 
fpirit of true poetry. The poem, ,vhich I have now the 
pleafure of giving for the firft time to the public, and which 
was written at my requeft, will be found in the Appendix ~\~. 
It is fomewhat remarkable, that female poets have hitherto 
been the chief celebrators of Captain Cook in this country. 
Perhaps a fubject which would furnifh materials for as 
rich a production as Canloen's Lufiad, and whiCh would 
adorn the pen of a Hayley or a Cowper, may hereafter 
call forth the genius of fonle poet of the fhonger fex. 

The Royal-Society of London could not lofe fuch a mem
ber of their body as Captain Cook, without being anxious 
to honour his name and memory by a particular mark of 
refpect. Accordingly, it was refolved to do this by a 
medal; and a voluntary fubfcription was opened for the 
purpofe. To fuch of the fellows of the Society as fub ... 
fcribed twenty guineas, a gold medal was appropriated: 
filver medals were -affigned to thofe who contributed a 
fmaller fum; and to each of the other members one in 
bronze was given. The fubfcribers of twenty guineas 
were Sir Jofeph Banks, Prefident; the Prince of Anfpach, 
the D~ke of Montagu, Lord Mulgrave, and Meffieurs 
Cavendifh, Peachey, Perrin, Poli, and Shuttleworth. Many 
defigns, as might be expected, were propofcd upon the 
occafion. The Inedal which was actually ftruck, contains, 
on one fide, the head of Captain Cook in profile, and round 

Vide Appendix, N° II. 
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it, J AC. COOK OCEANI INVESTIGATOR ACERRIMUS; and 
on the exergue, REG. SOC. LOND. SOCIO SUO. On the re
verfe is a reprefentation of Britannia, holding a globe. 
Round her is infcribed, NIL INTENTATUM NOSTRI LI

Q;,.UERE; and on the exergue, AUSPICIIS GEORGII III. 

Of the gold medals which were ftruck on this occafion, 
one was prefented to his Majefiy, another to the Queen, 
and a third to the Prince of Wales. Two were rent abroad: 
the firft to the French King, on account of the protection 
he had granted to the thips under the command of Captain 
Cook; and a fecond to the Emprefs of Ruffia, in whofe 
dominions the fame fhips had been received and treated 
with every degree of friendfhip and kindnefs. Both thefe 
prefents were highly acceptable to the great perfonages to 
whom they were tranfmitted. The French King expreffed 
his fatisfaction in a very handfome letter to the Royal So
ciety, iigned by himfelf, ~nrl underfigned by the Ma'rquis 
de Vergennes; and the Emprefs of Rufiia commi11ioned 
Count Ofterman to fignify to Mr. Fitzherbert the fenfe 
fhe entertained of the value of the prefent, and that fhe 
had caufed it to be forthwith depofited in the Mufeum of 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences. As a farther tefiimo .. 
nyof the pleafllre the derived from it, the Emprefs pre
fented to the Royal Society a large and beautiful gold 
medal, containing on one fide the effigies of herfelf, and 
on the reverfe a reprefentation of the ftatue of Peter the 
Great. 

After the general alignment of the medals, (which took 
place in the fpring of the year 1784) there being a furplus 
of money ftill remaining, the Prefident and Council re
folved that an additional number fhould be ftruck off in 
gold, to be difpofed of as prefents to Mrs. Cook, the Earl' 

of 
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of Sandwich, Dr. Benjamin Franklin, Dr. Cooke, Provoil: of 
King's College, Cambridge, and Mr. Plantae About the 
fame time, it was agreed, that Mr. Aubert fhould be allow
ed to have a gold medal of Captain Cook, on his paying for 
the gold, and the expence of {hiking it; in confideration 
of his intention to prefent it to the King of Poland "l~. 

During the twovifits of the Refolution and Difcovery at 
Kanltfchatka, it was from Colonel Behm, the Commandant 
of that province, that the fhips, and the officers and men 
belonging to them, had received every kind of affifiance 
which it was in his power to befiow. His liberal and hof
pitable behaviour to the Englifh navigators, is related at 
large in Captain King's Voyage. Such was the fenfe enter
tained of it by the Lords of the Admiralty, that they deter .. 
mined to make a prefent to the Colonel of a magnificent 
piece of plate, with an infcription expreffive of his huulane 
and generous difpofition and c.ononA- - The elegant pen of 
Dr. Cooke was employed in drawing up the infcription, 
which, after it had been fubjected to the opinion and cor
rection of fome gentlemen of the firfi elninence in claffical 
taite, was as follows: 

" VIRO £GREGIO MAGNO DE BEHM; qui Imperatricis 
" Augufiiffimre Catherinre aufpiciis, fummaque animi be
"nignitate, freva, quibus prreerat, Kamtfchatkre littora, 
"navibus nautifque Britannicis, hofpita prrebuit: eofque, 
"in ter~inis, fi qui effent Imperio Ruffico, frufira, ex~ 
" plorandis, mala multa perpeffos, iterata vice excepit, re
" fecit, recreavit, et commeattl omni cumulate auCtos dimi • 

• From the books of the Royal Society, and papers in the poffeffion of Sir 

J ofeph Banks. 
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" fit; REI NAVALIS BRITANNIClE SEPTEMVIRI in ali. 
" quam benevolentire tam infignis memoriam, amiciffimo, 
" gratiffimoque animo, [uo, patrireque nomine, D. D. D. 

M.nCC.LXXXI ';;~." 

Sir Hugh Pallifer, who, through life, manifefted an in
variable regard and friendfhip for Captain Cook, has dif
played a fignal infiance, fince the Captain's deceafe, of the 
affection and efieem in which he holds his memory. At 
his eftate in Buckinghamiliire, Sir Hugh hath conftruCl:ed 
a [mall building, on which he has ereCted a pillar, contain
ing the fine charaCter of our great Navigator that is given 
at the end of the Introduction to the Iaft Voyage, and the 
principal part of which has been inferted in the prefent 
work. This charaCter was drawn up by a moft refpeCtable 
gentleman, who has long been at the head of the naval 
profeffion; thp hnnrmrable Arlmiral Forbes~ Adluiral of the 
Fleet, and General of Marines; to whom Captain Cook 
was only known by his eminent merit and his extraordinary 
actions t. 

Amidft the numerous tefl:imonies of regard that have 
been paid to Captain Cook's merits and metTIory, the im
portant object of providing for his family hath not been 
forgotten. Soon after the intelligence arrived of his un
fortunate deceafe, this matter was taken up by the Lords 
of the Admiralty, with a zeal and an effect, which the fol
lowing authentic document will fully difplay. 

'* From papers in the poffeffion of Sir Jofeph Banks. 
t From the information of Sir Hugh Pallifer. 

" At 
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" At the Court at St. James's, the 
" 2d of February 1780; 

" Prefent, 

"The KIN G' s Moft Excellent Majefty in Council. 

" Whereas there was this day read, at the Board, a me
" morial from the Right Honourable the Lords Commif
" fioners of the Admiralty, dated the 27th of laft month, 
" in the words following; viz. 

" Having received an authentic account of the death 
" of that great Navigator, Captain James Cook, who 
" has had the honour of being employed by Your 
" Majeft:y in three different voyages, for the difcovery 
" of unknown countries, in the moft diftant parts of 
" the globe; we think it our duty humbly to repre-
" fent to Your Majefiy, that this meritorious officer, 
" after having received from Your Majefty's gracious 
" benevolence, as a reward for his public fervices in 
" two fuccefsful circumnavigations, a comfortable and 
" honourable retreat, where he might have lived many 
" years to benefit his family, he voluntarily relin
" quifhed that eafe and emolument to undertake an
" other of thefe voyages of difcovery, in which the 
" life of a Commander, who does his duty, muft al
" ways be particularly expofed, and in which, in the 
" execution of that duty, he fell, leaving his family, 
" whom his public fpirit had led him to abaridon, as 
" .a legacy to his country. We do therefore humbly 
" propofe, that Your Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed 
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" to order a penfion of two hundred pounds a year to 
" be fettled on the widow,. and twenty-·five pounds a 
" year upon each of the three fans of the faid Captain 
" . James Cook, and that the fame be placed on the 
" ordinary eftimate of the navy. 

" His Majefty, taking the faid memorial into His Royal 
" confideration, was pleafed, with the advice of His privy 
" council, to order, as it is hereby ordered, that a penfion 
" of two hundred pounds a year be fettled on the widow, 
" and tw~nty-five pounds a year upon each of the three 
" fons of the faid Captain James Cook, and that the 
" fame be placed on the ordinary eftimate of His Majefty's. 
" navy; and the Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty 
" are to give the neceifary direCtions herein accordingly. 

" W. FAWKENER." 

The preceding memorial to the King was figned by the 
Earl of Sandwich, Mr. Buller, the Earl of Liiliurne, Mr. 
Penton, Lord Mulgrave, and Mr. Mann; and the feveral 
officers of the Board of Admiralty feconded the ardour of 
their fuperiors, by the fpeed and generofity with which 
his Majefty's royal grant to Captain Cook's widow and. 
children paffed through the ufual forms >i". 

Another occafion was afterwards feiz-ed of conferring a 
fubftantial benefit on the Captain's family. The charts 
and plates, belonging to the Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, 
were provided at the expence of Governnlent; the confe
quence of which was, that a large profit accrued from the 
fale of the publication. Of this profit, half was configned, 

~ From the information of Sir Jofeph Banks. 
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in tru.fi:, to Sir Hugh Pallifer and Mr. Stephens, to be ap
plied to the ufe of Mrs. Cook, during her natural life, and 
afterwards to be divided between her children 7.~. 

Honour, as well as enl01ument, hath gracioufiy been 
conferred by his Majefty upon the defcendants of Cap
tain Cook. On the third of September 1785, a coat of 
arms was granted to the family, of which a defcription 
will be given below +. 

Our Navigator had fix children; James, Nathaniel, Eli
zabeth, Jofeph, George, and Hugh. Of thefe, Jofeph and 
George died foon after their birth, and Elizabeth in the 
fifth year of her age. James, the elden fon, who was 
born at St. Paul's, Shadwell, on the thirteenth of October 
]763, is now a lieutenant in his Majefty's navy. In a let
ter, written by Admiral Sir Richard Hughes, in 1785, fronl 
Granada, to Mrs. Cook, he is fpoken of in terms of high 
approbation. Nathaniel, who was born on the four
teenth ot uecember 1704, at 1\1Ile-encl Old Town, was 
brought up, likewife, in the naval fervice, and was unfor .... 
tunately loft on board his Majefty's fhip Thunderer, Com
modore Walfingham, in the hurricane which happened 

'* A fourth was allotted to Captain King, and the remaining fourth to Mr. Blyth, 
and to the reprefentatives of Captain Clerke. Mr. Anderfon's reprefentatives had pre

vioufly been gratified. 
t Azure, between the two polar ilars Or,. a fphere on the plane of the meridian, 

north pole elevated, circles of latitude for every ten- degrees, and of longitude for 
every fifteen, {hewing the Pacific Ocean between fixty and· two hundred and forty 
weil, bounded on one fide by America, on the other by A lia and New Holland) in me .. 
mory of the difcoveries made by him in that ocean, fo very far beyond all former n:l
vigators. His track thereon is marked with red lines. And for cre!l:, on a wreath of 
the colours, is an arm imbowed, vefi:ed in the uniform of a captain of the royal navy. 

In the hand is the union jack) on a fiaff Prop,r. The arm is encircled by a wreath 

of palm and laurel. 
at 
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at Jamaica on the third of October 1780. He is faid to 

have been a moil: promifing youth. Hugh, the youngeft, 
was born on the twenty-fecond of May 1776; and was fo 
called after the name of his father's great friend, Sir Hugh 
Pallifer ;;: 

It hath often been mentioneu, in terms of no fmall re
gret, that a monument hath not yet been erected to the 
memory of Captain Cook, in Weftminfrer<' Abbey. The 
willi and the hope of fuch a monument are hinted at in 
the clofe of the Billiop of Carlifle's IntroduCtion, fo often 
referred to; and the fame fentiment is expreffed by the 
author of the Eulogium, at the end of that IntroduCtion. 
Sir Hugh Pa1lifer has alfo fpoken to the like purpofe, in a 
communication I received from him. It would certainly 
redound to the honour of the nation, to order a magni
ficent memorial of the abilities and fervices of our il
luftrious Navigator; on which account, a tribute of 
that kind may bC-l~d.rdt;d £1" a. ddi~ablc thing-, But a 
monument in Weftminfter Abbey would be of little con
{equence to· the reputation of Captain Cook. His fame 
frands upon a wider bafe, and will furvive the compara-. 
tively perifhing materials of brafs, or frone, or marble. 
The name of Cook will be held in honour, and recited 
with applaufe, fo long as the records of human events 
fhall continue in the earth: nor is it poffible to fay, what 
may be the influence and rewards, which, in other worlds, 
fhall be found to attend upon eminent examples of wifdom 
and of virtue. 

'* From the information of Mrs. Cook. 
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I N page 48r, it is mentioned,. that a farther account of 
Captain King would be given in the A ppen4i)(. This 

was [aid in a r-eliance upon- my recelving- an[wers to feveral 
queftions, with which I had waited upon the Reverend 
Mr. King, Preacher to the Honourable Society of Gray's 
Inn. As this Gentleman has not favoured me with the 
communication I expeCted (perhaps from fome unavoid
able hindrances), I am precluded from . paying that addi
tional tribute to the memory of his brother which I wi1hed 
to have done. 

APPENDIX, 
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THE M 0 R A I, ANODE. 

By Mifs HELEN" MARIA WILLIAMS .. 

F A I R Otaheite, fondly bleft 
By him, who long was doom'd to brave 

The fury of the polar wave, 
That fiercely mounts the frozen rock 
Where the harfh fea-bird reaTS her neft, 
And learns the raglngfurge to mock-

There, Night, that loves eternal florm, 
Deep, and lengthen'd darknefs throws, 
And untried Danger's doubtful form 
Its half-feen horror thows ! 
While Nature, with a look fo wild, 
Leans on the .cliffs in chaos pil'd; 
"That here, the aw'd, aftonifh'd mind, 
Forgets, in that o'erwhelming hour 
When her rude hands the ftorms unbind, 
In all the madnefs of her power, 
That the who fpreads the favage gloom, 
That foe can drefs in melting grace, 
In fportive Summer's laviih bloom, 
The aweful terrors of her face; 

And 
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And wear. the f weet perennial fmile 
That charms in Otaheite's ifle. 

Yet, amid her fragrant bowers, 
Where Spring, whofe dewy fingers firew 
O'er other lands fome fleeting flowers, 
Li ves, ill bloffoms ever new; 
Whence arofe that fhriek of pain ? 
Whence the tear that flows.in· vain ?
Death! thy unrelenting hand 
Tears fome tranfient, human band
Eternity! riro plant, that blows 
Beneath a brighter, happier iky, 
Time is a fading branch, that grows 
On thy pure fiem, and blooms to die. 

Wh at art thou, Death ?-terrific fhade, 
In unpierc'd gloom array'd !-
Oft will daring Fancy firay 
Far in the central wafies, where Night 
Divides no chearing hour with Day, 
And unnam'd horrors meet her fight; . 
There thy form !he dimly fees, 
And round the !hape unfinifh'd throws 
All her frantic vifion !hews 
When numbing fears her fpirit freeze
But can mortal voice declare 
If Fancy paints thee as thou art? 
Thy afpect maya terror wear 
Her pencil never !hall impart; 
The eye that once on thee !hall gaze 
No nlore its ftiffen'd orb can rai~e; 
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The lips that could thy power reveal 
Shalllafiing filence inftant feal-
In vain the icy hand we fold, 
In vain the brea:ft with tears we fteep, 
The heart thatfhar'd each pang, is cold, . 
The vacant eye no more can weep. 

Yet from the fhore where Ganges rolls 
His wave beneath the torrid ray., 
To Earth's chill verge, where d'er the poles 
Fall the laft beams of ling'ring day, 
For ever facred are the dead! 
Sweet Fancy comes in Sorrow's aid, 
And bids the mourner lightly tread 
Whereth' infenfate clay is laid; 
Bids partial gloom the fod inveft 
By the mould'ring relicspreft; 
Then lavifh ihews, with fad delight, 
Wh at e'er her confecrating power 
Reveres, of herb, or fruit, or flower, 
And fondly w:eavcs the various rite •. 

See ! o'er Otaheite's plain 
Moves the long, funereal train; . 
Slow the pallid corfe they bear, 
Oft they breathe the folemn prayer: 
Where the ocean bathes the land 
Thrice, and thrice, with pious hand, 
The prieft, when high the billow fprings, 
From the wave unfullied, flings 
Waters pure, that fprinklednear, 
Sanctify the hallow'd bier: 

But 
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But never may one drop profane 
The relics with forbidden ftain ! 
Now around the fun'ral fhrine 
Led inmyfric mazes, twine 
Garlands, where the plantain weaves 
With the palm's luxuriant leaves; 
And o'er each facred knot is f pread 
The plant devoted to the dead. 

Five pale moons with trembling light 
Shall gaze upon the lengthen'd rite; 
Shall fee diftraCted Beauty tear 
The treffes of her flowing hair; 
Thofe fhining locks, no longer dear, 
She wildly fcatters o'er the bier; 
And carelefs gives the frequent wound 
That bathes in precious blood the ground. 

When along the wefrern iky 
Day's refleCted colours die, 
And Twilight rules the doubtful hour 
Ere flow-pac'd Night refumes her power; 
Mark the cloud that lingers frill 
Darkly, on the hanging hill ! 
There the difembodied Mind 
Hears, upon the hollow wind, 
In unequal cadence thrown, 
Sorrow's oft-repeated moan :-
Still fome human paffions fway 
The fpirit late immers'd in clay; 

3 X 2 Still 
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Still the faithful figh is dear" 
Still belov'd the fruitlefs "tear! 

Five waining moons, with wand'ring light, 
Have paft the fhadowy bound of night, 
And mingled their departing ray 
With the foft fires of early day;. 
Let the laft, fad rite be paid 
Grateful to the confcious Shade: 
Let the prieft, with pious care" 
Now the wafted relics bear 
Where the Morai's aweful gloom. 
Shrouds the venerable tomb; 
Let the plantain lift its head, ; _ 
Cherifh'd emblem of the dead ;. 
Slow and,folemn, o'er the grave,_ 
Let the twifrcd plmuage wave, 
Symbol hallow'd, and divine, 
Of the God who guards the fhrine.
Hark !-that fhriek of ftrange defpair 
Never fhall difturb the air, 
N ever, never fhall it rife 
But for Nature's broken ties!
Bright crefcent! that with lucid fmile 
Gild'ft the Morai's lofty pile, 
Whofe broad lines of ihadow throw 
A gloomy horror far below; 
Witnefs, 0 recording moon! 
All the rites are duly done; 
Be the faithful tribute o'er, 
The hov'ring Spirit afks no more! 

Mortals, 
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Mortals, ceafe the pile to tread, 
Leave to filence, leave the dead. 

But where may fhe who loves toftray 
Mid fhadows of funereal gloom, 
And courts the fadnefs of the tomb, 
Where may fhe feekthat'proud Morai 
Whofe dear memorial points the place 
Wli'ere fell the Friend of human race ?- . 
Ye lonely Iiles !' on ocean's bound 
Ye bloom'd, thro' time's long flight unknown, 
Till COOK the untrack'd billow paft, 
Till he along the furges caft 
Philanthropy's-connecting zone, 
And fpread 'her lovelieft bleffings round.
Not like that murd'rous band he came, 
Who ftain'd with hlond the Hew-found Weft ; 
Nor as, with unrelenting breaft, 
From Britain's free, enlighten'd land,-
Her fons now feek Angola's ftrand ; 
Each tie moft facred to un bind, 
To load with chains a brother's frame, . 
And plunge,a dagger in the mind; 
Mock the fharp anguifh bleeding there 
Of Nature in her laft defpair! 

Great COOK! Ambition's lofty flame, 
So oft direCted to deftroy, ' 
Led '.thee to circle with thy name, ' 
The fmile of love, and hop~, and joy! 

Thoie 



Thofe fires that lend the dang'rous blaze 
The devious comet trails afar, 
Might form the pure, benignant rays 
That gild the morning's gentle ftar
Sure, where the Hero's allies relt, 
The nations late emerg'd from night 
Still hafte-with love's unwearied care: 
That fpot in lavifh flowers is dreft, 
And fancy's dear, inventive rite ". 
Still paid with fond obfervance there! 

Ah no !-arOllnd his fatal grave 
No lavifh flowers were ever ftrew'd, 
No votive gifts were ever laid-
His blood a favage {hore bedew'd! 
His mangled limbs, one hafty prayer, 
One pious tear by friendihip paid. 
Were caft upon the raging wave! 
Deep in the wild abyfs he lies, 
Far from the cherifh'd fcene of home; 
Far, far from Her whofe faithful fighs 
A huiband's tracklefs courfe purfue; 
Whofe tender fancy loves to roam 
With Him o'er lands and oceans new.; 
And gilds with Hope's deluding form 
The gloomy path-way of the florm. 

Yet, COOK! immortal wreaths are thine!
While Albion's grateful toil fhall raife 
The marble tomb, the trophied bult, 
For ages faithful to its truft; 

While, 
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While, eager to record thy praife, 
She bids the Mufe of Hiftory twine 
The chaplet pf l;lQdyiQg fame, 
And tell each polifh'd land th y ~orth ; 
The ruder natives of the earth 
Shall oft repeat-thy honour'd name; 
W-hileinfa~ts -catch the frequent found, 
-And learn to lifp the oral- tale; 
Whofe fond remembrance fhall prevail 
Till Time has rea<;;h'd his deftin'd bound. 

Fl. N I S._ 
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