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TO 

SIR, 

YOUR MAJESTY having 

been graciouily pleafed to permit my 

late brother, CAPTAIN GEORGE V AN

COUVER, to prefent to YOUR MA

JESTY the narrative of his labours, 

during the execution of your commands 

in the Pacific Ocean, I prefume to hope 

that, nnce it has pleated the Divine 

Providence to withdraw' him from ... 
YOUR MAJESTY's Service, and from 

the fociety. of his Friends, before he 

could avail himfelf of that condefcen

lion, YOUR MAJESTY will, with the 

fame benignity, vouchfafc to accept it 

A z from 
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from my hands, in difcharge of the me

lancholy duty which has devolved upon 

me by that unfortunate event. 

I cannot but indulge the hope, that 

the following pages will prove to Y G U R 

MA JESTY, that CAPTAIN VANCOUVER 

was not undefcrving the honour of the 

trufi repofed in him; and that he has 

fulfilled the object of his commiffion 

from YOUR MAJESTY with diligence 

and fidelity. 

Under the aufpices of YOUR MA

JESTY, the late indefatigable CAPTAIN 

COOK had already :lhewn that a South

ern Continent did not exifi, and had af

certained the important fact of the near 

approximation of the Northern Shores 

of Aha to thofe of America. To tho[e 

great 
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great difcoveries, the exertions of CAP

TAIN VANCOUVER will, I truft, be found 

to have added the complete certainty 

that, within the limits of his refearchcs 

on the Continental Shore of North \Veil 

Ameri~a, NO INTERNAL SEA, OR OTHER 

NAVIGABLE COMMUNICATION whatever 

exifis, uniting the Pacific and Atlantic 

Oceans. 

I hare the honour to be, 

SIR, 

\<Vith the moft profound refpe8-, 

YOUR MAJESTY's 

l\1:oft faithful and devoted 

SubjeCt and Servant, 

JOHN VANCOUVER. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE Publiiher finds it neceffary only to frate, 

for the ipformation of the Purch!lfers of this 

new Edition, that the copper-plates of the chart~ 

coiltainedin the fblio volume, which accompanied 

the firfr Edition, were all ftolen, and may therefore 

iJe confidered as irrecoverably loft. 

The whole of the Views, except the headlands"'. 

are retained. The general chart, and that of the 

New Difcoveries, &c. are re-engraved, and will, it is 

conceived, completely fatisfy the majority of his 

Readers. 

It muft, however, be obferved, that the other 

charts are indifpenfably neceiTary for fuch as may 

hereafter navigate thofe feas. This Edition has re

ceived throughout t21C requifitc corrections of the 

Editor, JOHN VANCOUVER, Efq. 

'" There are fix: in number, and may be had, price Seven Shil
Ul)gs. 

No 



IS ADVER TISEMENT. 

No work has maintained a higher character in 

the public eftimation than this Voyage, and the ex

pence of the quarto Edition could alone have pre

vented its being univerfally read. 

The lofs of the Plates, has, of courfe, greatly en

hanced the value of the few Copies of the original 

!dition, which were not at that time fold. They 

may, however, be had until Chriftmas next, with 

the folio volume of charts at Twelve Guineas; but 

fuould any then remain they will be advanced to 

Fifteen Guineas. 

PICCAD1LL Y, 

26th D&uber, 1801. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

IN contemplat.~ng the, ,rapid progrefs of im-

provement in the fciences, and 'the 'genetal 

diffuflon of knowledge flnce the commencement 

of the eighteenth century,; we-are unavoidably 

led to obferve, with admiration, that active fpil. 

rit of difcovery by means of which the remdtefr 

regions of the earth have been explored; a frieitdlj 

communication opened 'with theiririhabita'nts; 

and various commodities; of a tnofr valuable na.l. 

ture, contribut~ng either' to relieve their necd

fities, Or augment: thetr comforts, j introduced 

among the lefs-enlightentd part 'Of our 'fpecies. 

A mutual intercourfe bas been alfo ~frabli{hed, in 

many infrances, on the folid· ballS' of a reciprocity 

of bene·fits; and the produtl:.ive labour of theci

wlized world has found new markets for the dir. 

pofal of its manufactures. Nor has the'balance 

of' ,trade been wholly againfrthe people of the 

newly-difcovered countries; for, whilfr fome 

have been enabledtofupply their viliton; with an 

abundance of food, and'the mofr valuable re-

VOL.!. C frdhments, 
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frdhments, in exchange for iron, copper, ufeful 

imp)ement~'and artic1fs"' a '6rnament; the in

dufrry of others has been frimulated to pro~re, 

the f'kinsof animals, and other articles of a com

'mercial natutt); which they havt:: found ta be 

e~gerly fought for by th,c ·traders who nawrefart 

to 'tl~eir thores from Europe, 1\lia, and . the eafM 

.te~p fIde ·-of North America. 

fl The great navai powers of Europe, infpired 

with a defire not only of acquiring, but ",1[0 of 

communicating, knowledge, had extende&t.heir 

refearchesJ in the .IDth and 17th centuries; ·as 

far into the Pacific Ocean' as th,eir limited infol;'

mation of the geography 'of the earth, at that 

time, enabled them to ~netrate. Some fewat M 

tempts haidalfabeen madre by this country to'

wards the conclufion olf each of thofe centuries; 

hut it was not until the year 17()4 that Great 

Britai.r'l.; benefiting by the experience of form*! 

enterprizes, laid the foun.dation far that vafr ac

cefficm of goograpliical '~n,owledge which ;ilie 

has fince obtained, by the perfevering {pirit.of her 

fuccefii\'e dif.1:inguifhed;.!fifcumnavigators. 

By the introduction of nautical afu-onomy into 

marme 
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I manne education, we are taught to fail on the 

hypothenufe, infread of traveriing two fides of 

. a triangle, which 'was the ufage in earlier times; 

by this means, the circuitous courfe of all voyages 

from plaoe to place is confiderably iliortened; 

and it istiolYbecome evident, that fea office·rs 

I of the moO: co~on-rate abilities, who will· take 

the trouble of' 'rna.king themfelves acquainted 

with· the principles of this [cience, will, on all 

fuitableoccafions;:with .proper and corred in-

1huments, be enabled to acquire a knowledge of 

-their iituation in the Atlantic, Indian, or Pacific 

Oceans, with a degree of accuracy fufficient to 

freer on. a meridional or diagonal line, to any 

known fpot ; provided it be fufficiently cotifpi

cuous to be viiible at any difrance f(om. five to 

ten leagUes.' 

This great improvement, by which the·moft 

remote parts of the terreftrial globe are brought 

fo eafily within Our teach, would neverthelefs 

have been comparatively of little utility, had 

not thofe happy means been difcovered, for pre

fetv~ngthe lives and health of the officers· and 

-iromenc engaged in {ueh d~ftant and perilous un-

e 2 dertakings ; 
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dertakings; whieh were {«)" (ucec{sfully praClifed 

by Captain Cook, the fir11 great difcorerer of; this 

falutaryfyfrem, in all. his latter 'voyages round 

the globe. u But in none have the effects of his 

wife regulations, regimen, and difcipline,: .-been 

more manifefr, than in the ·couffe of the ~4pedi

tion of 'Yhich tli!.;:ilifollowing pages are defigned 

to treat .. f; Tq an unrem~~itig. attention, not oril:y 

t9 food, cleanl~nefs, ventilation~ and an e:arlyad

miniihatipri ofantifeptic .prOViifions and medi
cines, but alfo tei prevent, as much as pofiible, 

thechance of indifpotition, ,byrprohibiting·.indi-

. vid.uals· from.earelefsly expo~ng themfelves .to 

the imfluence of clima~e, or unhealthy, indul

gences in times of relaxation, and by rdie"iag 

them from 'fatigue and the inclemency of the 

weather th~ moment the nature of th~ir dutJ 

would permit .them to retire; is t() be afecibed 

tbeprcfcrvatioo'of the ru.:alth anq lives of feafar

iug, people on long yoyagqs. Infread of vdfels re

turningIrom parts, by no means very remote, with 

the lo(s of on'1 halt: and fome~~{lles t~o-thirds of 

t!leir crews, in confequence of fembutic and other 

contagious difordcrs; inflances are now not want-

!fig 
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lug ofLlaborious fervices na \·ing been perfJrme{l]! 

in the 'mott dittant regions, in -W-hitlr, after' an 

abfence of more than three or four years, dut1ng' 

which time the vetfe1s had been fubje8:ed to.aI·l 

the viciffitudes of ciin1i1te, from .the fcorchi-tiJg 

heat' ofthetorrid zdne t<!> th~ freezing blaHs' of 

the ~rdic or antardic circies, ;the crews have re~ 

(urricd in perfea health, and'''confifring nearly 

of every individual they had carried' out ;~hilfr 

thofcvihe u~fortunately had not furvived, either 

from accident or difea{e, did not ex~eed in'Jtii!II'h

b~r the mott-ality that might reafoiIably have 

been expected, during the fame'period of time; 

in the broft h€attby'..fi:(tiations (}fthis country! 

To there valuable· imr*ovement,&;,Great Britain 

is! at this time, in: a great mea{ureindebted, for 

her prefent exalted fiation·amongfr-the nations 

of the earth; and it :(bould feern, that the reign 

of George the Third~hwd been referved, bj the 

Great Difpofct: of an things, for the glol'ious taR 

of efrabli,ihing the grand key-frone to that ex

panfive arch, over whiGh the arts and fcience~ 

fhould . pafs to;i.the furthermofi corners of the 

earth, fo.r the inftruClioll and h~ppinef; of the 

C3 mafr 
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J»q{t lowly children of nature; Advantages to 
highly benefic!'l<l to the untutored parts·of the 

4\.unan ra(:e, and fo extremely important to that 

~~rge proportion of the fubjeCl:s of this empire 

whp are bro1.}ght up to the fea fervice, deferve 

to be juftly appr.eciated; ar):d it becomes .of very 

little iwportance to the bulk of fociety, whore 

enlightened humanity tea~hes tl1em to e~tertain 

a lively regarQ for the welfare and intereft of thofe 

who engage in fuchd!dventurous undertaking~ 

fOr the advancem(:l~t of (cience, or for the exten;

ilonof commerce, what may be the animadvcr

{Ions or fatcafms of thofe few unenlightened 

minds that may peevi1hlyde~1ind, ~, what 'be

f< neficial confeqllences" if any, have followed., 

" or are likely to follow, to the difcoveters, or 

" to the di[c6vered, to. the common interefts of 

"-:humanity, or to the increafe of l;lftfuLknow

"ledge, from a.ll out boafted. attempts ,to~ex

" plore the diftant receiTes of the globe?" ~ The 
learned .editor,'!: wh? has fo juftly anticipated this 

i~udicious remark, ha~,in. .his very comprehen

:five introduction to Captain Cook's Iaft Voyage, 

Dr, Dou$la~, now: Bilhop of Salifbury. 

from 
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ti.om whence the above quotation is extradeQ. 

given to the public., not, only a complete :;lnd fa.., 

tisfail:Ol'Y anfwerto that quefrion, but has.t1'eated 

every other part of the fubject of Difcovery fq 

ably, as to render any further . Qbfervations ou 

former voyages of this defcripci:ontotally unne.., 

cdTaty, for· the purpofe of bringing the readdl! 

acquainted with what ,had been accomplifhed. 

previoufly to my bdnghonorcd with his Ma; 

jefty's commands to follow up the labours of tball 

illuftribus navigator: Captain James Cook ;;1 to 

whofe ileady,uuiform, andindefatigab~e, atten~ 

tion to the feveral obje& ,on~which the fucce~ 

of his enterprizes ultimately depended, the world 

is indebtid for [uch eminent :andimportant be

nefits. 

Thofe benefits dict not long remain unnoticed 

by the commercial part of the ~ritiih nation. 

Remote ,and difrantvoyages being now no longer 

Objttctll of terror, enterprizes were projected, and 

carl'ied,:i.nto execution, for the purpofe of efiab

liihing new and lucrative branches of ~mmerce 

betll!V<,!en North. W~fi America and China; and 

parts of the roail of' the former that had not been 

C "4 minutely 
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minutely examined by Captain Cook, became now 

the general rdort of the petfons thus engaged. 

'Unprovided as thefe adventurers were with 

ptoper afrronomicall and naucicalinihuments, 

and having their views" directed almofrintirely 

to the object, of their em'ployers, they had neither 

the means, por :the leifure, :th~t wereind~fpen

(ably requiiite for amalling any certain Jgeogra

plUcal infortnation. This became evident,. from 

the accounts of their feveral voyages, given tothe 

ptlblic; in which, notwithitandi1lg that I they 

pofitively, contradiBed each other, as well in 

geographical and nautical fatts as:.in thQfe of a 

comm<1;rci~1 natlJrt'J they yet:agreed in fillingitip 

the h>Janks .in the,,;charts of Captain Cook 'with 

extenfi.ve iflands, and a coait apparently much 

ht:oken by numberlefs i1!lefs, which they had 'left 

aLmofr, illtireiy un~pl(,)red. !J,;,." "no',) :';Ii,:) '(I 

, The charts ac:;cQmplmying the accounts of their 

voyages, r~pl"~(enting the North Weft: coaft of 

i\m(J;ica to,he fo. much broken by the waters of 

the pacific OC~an'.l\gave encouragement pnce 
!llQr~ to ,hyp'othefes; J~nd the farorite opinion 

tP~~, 4ad ikpt fince tpe publrcatiq~ qf Cap~aiq 

') Cook's 
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Cook's iaft vOY!lg~; of a north-eafrern commurti

cation between the waters of the Pacific and At

hintic Oceam, was ~gain rou(ed from its ftdte of 

flumber, and brought forward with renovated 

vigbur. Once more the Arthipelago Of St. La

zarus was called forth into being, and its exifrence 

almofr aifumed, upon the authority of a Spanifh 

adntiral' named De Fonte, DeFonta, or De Fu

entes;- and :of aMi. Nicholas Shapely, {rom Bo{~ 

ton in Ar.herica, who was fratedto havepenetrat

ed through this archipelago, by failing through 

a mediterranean rea on the coafr of North Welt 

America, within a few leagues of: the oceanic 

fhoreS-ofthatarchipelago; where he is {aid to have 

met'"'the Admiral. The ftraits {aid to have been 

nil'Vtgated by Juan De Fuca were al(o brought 

forward in fupport of this 'opinion; and, ~l

though the exifl:enee or' extent of thefe difcove

ries re'mai~ed frill to be proved by an authenti

cated {un-ey of the countries \vhkh had been thus 

:fl:ated to have been feen and pafTed through, yet 

the enthuuafm of modern clrjfetphildjophy, ~ger 
to irevenge itfelffor the refutation' of its former 

(aUEJ.dbus [peculations, v\=ntp,red to aCf.:\Jfe Cap-

tain, 
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tatn Cook of "haftilyc.1CpIQding" its- {yi1:ems; 

and,'rankiflg him'amongft the puifuers of peltry, 

dared even to draghi1¥ forward infupportof its 

vifi0l)ary.cql,'ljeCl:ures. 

With what rea{on, or with what juftice {uch 

animadverfi.o~ nave been caft upon one, who, 

unhappily for the world, aoes. not {urviv{t to ,en

fo/."~e_ "ns own jqdiSiqus, opipions founded as they 

were ~m, th~ {illid, 'Pr~nciplell ()f, e;KF~r~e~,;mg 

of ocu)ar demon!J:ration, un!nB~lwed by. any 

prejudice, and ulfbia~ed, by any pre-conceived 

theory orh:YPQthefis; it is not my province to 

d.GCide: let it {ufficeto fay, that the labours of 

~hat diftinguifhed character will remain a monu .. 

ment of his pre-eminent abilities, and di{pafiiot:J.

ate inveftigation of the truth, as long as {cience 

1hall be refpccted in the civilized ;wo,rld; or as 

'oo.ng as fuccceding travellers~ who, fuall' unite 

in bearing teftimony to the profundity of hi$ 

judgment,· fuall continue to obtain credit with 

the public: 

Although the ardour of the prefentage, to 

difcovcr anddclineatc the truegeog~aphy of the 

,earth, had been rewarded with uqcommon and 

unexpeCled 
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unexpeCl:ed [ucce[s, particularly by the perfe;ver-· 

ingcxe.rtions of this great man, yet all was· not 

completed; 1lud though, fubfequentto hislaft 

vitit to the coaft of North-Weft America, 110 

expedition had been projected by Goverriment'j 
for the plolrpo(e ofacqliliriug a more exaCl: know

ledge of that c?'-tentive and interefting country; 

yet a voyage was planned by his Majefry for ex

plOring [orne of the [outhem region!l,~. and in the 

autumn of the year 178g-, .. dire&ions were given 

for carrying it into effeet. 

~. Captain Henry Roberts, of ,known and tried 

abilities, ,who had {erved under Captain Cook 

dmirtghis two lail: voyages, and whofe attention 

to t~e fcieritific part of his profeffion had afforded 

that great navigator frequent dpporturiities. of 

namiltg him with much tefrett, was called upon 

to take charge of, and to coinmand, the propof

ed expedition. 

'I") Atthat period, I had juft returned from a fta-' 

tion at Jamaica, under the command of Com

modore (now Vice-Admiral) Sir Alan Gardner, 

who tllentioned me to Lord Chatham and the 

Board of Admiralty; and I was folicited to ac-

company 
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company Captain'Roberts as his fecond., Irr>thk 

propofaH acquiefcetl, and found myfelf very plea

fantlyfituated, in biing thus: connected with a 

fellow~travener . fdrl wh(i)[e abilities I bore the 

greatefr refpeCt, 'and in'~who[e friendlhip and 

good opinion I was proud to, poffefsa place. And 

as we had failed together withCaptaih Cook-;on 

his voyage towards the (outh pole; and as both 

hauafterwards ac,companied him1 with :Captain: 

Clerk:e in the Difcovery during his:l<ift voyage, 

I had no doubt that we were engaged in an ex

pedition; whi·ch would prove no Ids' interefring 

to my friend than agreeable to my willies. i:Jilidc 

fl Afhip, proper for the ["rviee: imd.er contem

plation, was order~d to be proyided: In the yard 

of Mcdfrs.Rapdall. and Brent, on the banks ,@f 

the Thames, a veffe! of 3-10 ,tons ,burthen was 

nearly" finifhed; and as flie' w:ouldrequire but 

few alterations to make her in every refpeCt fit 

for thepurpofe,fhe was purchafed; and, on her 

being launched; was named the DifcoverY,j) £Jei1 

.' The .fidl: day of the year 17{}O the pifcovery 

was commiffioned by Captain Roberts;j fome of 

the other officers were alfQ appointe!}, and the 

thip 
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fhip was condueted to His Majefty' s • dock-y anI 

at Deptford, . wherefhe ,"as put into a 1.tateof 

equipmen~; which was onkred to be executed 

with :a1l the difpatch that, the nature of the fer

vice required. 

F~ {orne time previous to this period the Spa

oia,rds, . roufed by the fuccefsful efforts of the 

:'Btitifhnatioo. to obtain a more extend(Jd know

-ledge rof the, earth, had not r only ventured to 

·vi1it {orne of the new ly,difcovered illa~ds in the 

tropical regions of the Pacific Ocean~t but had 

al{o, in the year 1775, with a fpirit fomewhat 

all~tlogous to.·that which prompted their firfr dif

covery ·of. America, exteirtled their irefearches to 

the northward, along the coafr of North-Weft 

America. But thisunderiaking did not feern 

to hav.e; reached bey~md, the acquirement of a 

very' ftlperficial. kmlwledge,' of the' fuores; and 

though 'thefe were found to be extremely broken, 

and dj,vidcd by the waters of the Pacific, yet it 

does not appear that any meafures were purf\lted 

by. them for afcertainingthe extent ·to which 

thofe waters penetrated into the interior of the 

American continent. 

This 
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This apparent indifference in exploring new 

countries, ought not, however, to be attributed to 

a deficiency in frill, or to a want of fpirit for en

terprize, in the commander"* of that expedition; 

becau[e there is great rea[on to believe, that the 

extreme caution which has fa long and fo rigidly 

governed the court of Madrid, to prevent, as 

much as pollible, not only their American, but 

likewife their Indian, efrabliihments [rom being 

vHited by any Europeans, (unlefs they were fub

jeCl:s of the crown of Spain, and liable to a mi

litary tribunal) had greatly confpired, with other 

confiderations of a political nature, to reprefs that 

defire of adding to the fund of geographical 

knowledge, which has fa eminently difringuiihed 

this country. And hence it is not eitraordinary, 

that the difcovery of a north-wefiern navigable 

communication between the Atlantic and Pa

cific Oceans, ihould not have been- confidered as 

au, objeCl: much to be defired by the Spani1h 

court .. Since that expedition, however, the Spa

niards feem to have confidered their former na

tional character as in fame meafure ,at frake; and 

·c Sen' Quadra. > 

they 



INTRODUCTION. 

they have certainly become more acquainted than 

they were with the extenfive countriesimmedi

ately adjoining to their immenfe empire in the 

new world; yet the meafures that they adopted 

in order to obtain that information, were ex

ecuted in fo defedive a manner, that all the iln'

portant que11:ions to' geography 11:H1 r~mained un

decided, and in the fame ftate of uncertainty. 

'.t: Towards the end-of April, the Difcovery was, 

in mo11: refpeds, in' a condition to proceed down 

the river, when intelligence was received that 

the Spaniards had committed depredations on 

different br~nches of the Bi'iti1hcommerce ,on 

the coa11: of North-Weft America, and ;that they 

had kized on the Englifu veifels and fadories in 

Nootka {ound.This intelligence gave rife to 

difput.es between the courts of London and Ma

drid, which wore the. threatening appearance of 

bei'ng -terminated by no other means than thofe 

of: reptizaL In confequence of this an armament 

took place; and the further pacific equipment of 

the D.if'coV'cry was" !{ufpended ; her 11:ores and: 

proviiions were returned to the refpective offices, 

arid.her officers and men were engaged in more 

active 
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active fervice. On this occaiion I refumed 1111 
profeffion under my highly-efieemed friend, Sir 

Alan Gardner, then captain of the Courageu~, 

where I remained until the 17th of the Novem-
• 1 

ber following; when I was ordered to repair to 

town for the purpofe of attendin.g to, the com

mands of the BQ~rd of Admiralty. 

The uncommon celerity, and qnparalleled dif

patch, wbidl attended the equipment of one of 

the noblefi fleets that Great Britain ever faw, had 

probably its due influence upop the court of M~

drid"for, in. the Spaniih convention, which was 

confeq'Jent on ,tl:la:t arl)j3ment, refiitution was 

offered to this covntry for the captures and ag

gteffions rna:de· by ;the fubjects of his, Catholic 

Majefiy; ·together with an acknowledgmept of 

an equal right with Spain to the exercife and 

profecution !;If all commercial undettakings in 

thofe {cas; reputed before to belong only to, the 

Spanifh crown. : The extenfive branches of the 

fiiherie.s, .andJhefur trade to China, being con~ 

iidered as objeCts; Of very: material importance to 

thiscouptry, ~t was 'deeinedexpedient, that an 

officer ihouJd be {entjto Nootka. to receive back, 

in 
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in form, a rei1:it\ltion of the territories on which 

the Spaniards had feized, and alCo to make at). 

accurate furvey of the coa!t, from the 30th de

gree of porth latitude nortl~-we1lward toward 

Copk's river; and furthl';/". to obtaio every pof

tible information that could be collected refpe<£t

iog the natural and political !tate of 0at cOlmtrYr 

The outline of this intended expediti:m was 

communicated to me, and I had ,the hono~ of 

being appointed to the command of it. At thi5 

juncture it appeared to be of importance, that all 

poffible exertion fhould be made in its equip

ment; and as the Di(covcry, which had been {e

leeted on the former occallon, was now rigged, 

rome of her !tores provided, and l11c her{elf con

iidered, in mo!t refpeets, as a veifel well calcu

lated for the voyage under contemplation, ihe 

was accordingly directed to be got ready for that 

fervice; and the Chatham armed tender, of 135 

tons burthen, built at Dover, having been def

tined to accompany the Difcovery on the furmer 

occallon, was ordered to be equipped to attend 

on the voyage now to be undertaken, and was 

VOL. 1. D fent 
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{ent toW'oolwich to receive {uch neceffary re~ 

paii"s and alterations as were deemed requifite. 

The Di{covery was copper-fafrened, fheathed 

with plank, and coppered over; the Chatham 

only iheathed with copper. The former IDount

edten four-pounders, and ten :Cwivels; the latter, 

fbur three-pounders and fix fwivels. The fol

lowing lift will exhibit the efrablifhment of the 

offiCers and men in the two vdfels. 
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Au Account if the Number if Ojficers and Men on 
board the Difto'Vcry Sloop of War, itt December, 
17{lO. 

OFFICERS. NO. NAMES. 

Captain . George Vancouver. 
~ Zachariah Mudge, 

Lieutenants 3 Peter Puget, 
lofeph Baker. 

Mafter 1 Jo[eph Whidbey. 
Boatfwain 1 
Carpenter 1 
Gunner - 1 
Surgeon - 1 
Midihipmen (5 

Mafrer's mates - 3 
Boatfwain's mates 3 
Carpenter's mates 3 
Gunner's mates 2 
Surgeon's mates 2 
Carpenter's crew 4 

Mcrfter at arms 1 
Corporal 1 
Sail-maker 1 

Sail-maker's mate 1 
Armourer - 1 
Oook 1 
Cook's-mate 1 
Clerk 1 
Quartermafters (} 

Abl~ S.eamen 38 
Serjeant ~ 

~ 5 Mari.nes. Corporal 
Privates ]4 

Total 100 
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An Account if the Number if Officers and Men all 

board the Chatham armed Tender, in December, 
1790. 

OFFICERS. NO. NAMES. 

Commander - 1 Lieut. W R. Broughton. 
Lieutenant James Hanfon. 
Medler 1 James Johnfrone. 
Boatfwain 1 
C'lrpenter 1 
Gunner 1 

Surgeon 1 
Midfhipmen - 4 
Matter's mates 2 
Boac{y\,ain's mates 2 
Carpenter's mates 2 
Gunner's mates 2 
Surgeons mate 1 
Sail-maker 1 
Armourer 1 
Clerk 1 
Quartermafl:ers 4 
Able Seamen 10 
Serjeant 
Privates ~1 Marines. 

Total 45 
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I had great reafon to be fatisfied with thefe ar

rangements j the fecond and third lie~tenants, 
and the mafier of the Difcovery, whom I had the 

honor of being allowed to name for this fervice, 

had all ferved fome years with me,. under the 

command of Sir Alan Gardner, both at home 

and in the Weft-Indies j the other officers were 

men of known character, p6:ffeffing good abili

ties, .and excellent difpofitions, which their fub

fequent condua and zeal, exhibited on all occa

fions, fufficiently demon:f1:rated. 

In the former equipment of the Difcovery, 

Captain Roberts and myfelf had undertaken to 

make all fuch afrronomical and nautical <ibferva

tions, <"s the circumftances J j occurring in the 

voyage might demand. This talknbw devolved 

upon me alone; but with the aillfrance of Mr. 

Whidbcy, I entertained little doubt .of accom

plifhing the propofed object; at leafr in an ufeful 

manner; for which purpofe we were fupplied by 

the Navy: Board with fuch an aifortment of in

irruments as I confidered to be necdfary. 

It was with infinite fatisfadion that I faw, 

amongft the officers and young 'gentlemen of 

D 3 the 
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the quarter-deck, fome who, with little infrruc

tion, would foon be enabled to confiruCt chart!, 

take plans of bays and harbour.s, draw landfcapes • 

. and make' faithful reprefentatibns of the feveral 

·head-lands, coa,fis, and countries, which we 

might difcover;. thus, by the united efforts of our 

little community, the whole of our proceedings, 

and the information we might obtain in the 

courfe of the voyage, would be rendered profitable 

to thofe who might fucceed us in traverung the 

remote parts of the globe that we were' deftined 

to explore, without the affifrance of profeffional 

perrons, as aihonomers or draftfmen. 

Botany, however, was an objeCt of fcientific 

inquiry with which 110 one of us was much ac

quainted; but as, in expeditions of a fimilar na

ture, the mon: valuable opportunities had been 

af!orded for adding to the general frock of bota

nical information, Mr. Archibald Menzies, a 

furgeon in the royal navy, who had before yifited 

the Pacific Ocean in one of the vdTds employed 

in the fur trade, was appointed for the fpecific 

. purpofcof ma,king fuch rcfearches; and had, 

doubth:fs, giycn. fufficient proof of his abilities, 

to 
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to qualify him fOl, Lll~ ~~ation it wa~ intended he 

1hould fill. For the put:po[cof preferving filch 

new o~ uncommon plants as he might deem 

worthy of a place amongfr his Majeliy's very va

luable collection of exotics at Kew, a glazed 

frame was erected on the after part of the quar

ter-;deck, for the reception of thofe he might ha~e 

an opportunity of collecting. 

The Board of Admiralty, greatly attentive til 

our p~rfonaI comforts, gave directions that the 

Di[covery and Chatham fhould each be Juppli~\d 

with all {uch articles all might be coniidered in 

any way likely to become necdfary, during th~ 

execution of the long and arduous fyfvice iI}: 

which we were about to engage,. i<,PU! frqres, 

from the naval arfenals, were ordered tp be {e~ 

lected of the very befr ,.' {Of,ts" and_to' be mad.e 

with materials of the befr, quality. , In addit\op. 

to the ordinary efrablifhment, we W!3r5! JUPRlie,d 

with. a large aifortment ¢ {cines and .other ufef,ul 

hilling tackle of variolfls,kinQs .. ,[The pru\ifions 

Were furni{hed at the ,yittualling-office with the 

greatefr care, all of which, pI' "cd.o be excellent, 

and manife(te~ the judgment whic,h had been 

D 4 exercife(l 
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e:>~ercifed in the felection and preparation of the 

feveral articles. To thefe were added a large 

llroportion'of four-krout, portable foup, wheat 

inftead of the ufual fupply of oatmeal for break

faft, the etlence of malt and fpruce, malt, hops, 

dried yeafr;flour, and feed t'nuftard; which may 

all beconfidered -asartides of food. Thofeof a 

medicinal nature, with which we were amply 

'fnpplied, were Dr. James's powders; vitriolic 

dixir; the rob of lemons and oranges, infuch 

'quantities-and proportions as the furgeon thought 

irequilite; together with an augmentation to 

the. ufual allowance, amounting to a hundred 

weight, of the beft peruvian bark. 

To render 'our vifits as acceptable as poffible 

to the inhabitan.ts of the iilands or continent in 

the Pacific Ocean, and to eftablifh on a firm baus 

11 friendly intercourfe with the feveral tribes with 

which we might occaiiol1alIy meet, Lord Gren

,,-illedirected that a liberal a«ortment of various 

European commodities, both 'of a urdul and or

namental nature, ihould be rent on board from 

the Secretary of State's office. From the-Board 

of Ordiia<nce the vdfeIs were fupplied with every 

thing 
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thing neceiTary for our defence, and amongfr 

other articles were four well-contrived three

pound field pieces, for the protection of our little 

encampment againil: any hofrile attempts of the 

native Indians, amongfi whom we ihould necef

{arily have frequent occa{iol'- to rcude on ihore ; 

and for the amurement and entertainment of -
tuch as were peaceably and friendly difpofed to-

wards us, we were furnifhed with a moil: excel

lent atlortment of well-prepared fireworks. So 

that nothing fecmcd to have been forgotten, or 

omitted, that might render our equipment as 

complete as the nature of the fervice we were 

about to execute could be confidered to demand . 

.But as I have hitherto only pointed out in gtt

neral terms the outline of the intended expedi~ 

tion; the various objects it propofed to embrace, 

and the end it was expe8.ed to anfwer, will be 

more clearly perceiyed by the peru[al of the in

ftructions under which I was to fail, and by which 

I was to govern my conduct; and the reader will 

be thereby enabled to form a judgment, how far 

his majefiy's commands, during this voyage, have 

been properly carried into execution. 

" By 
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" By the Commi[fioners for executing thlt 

office of Lord High Admiral of Great 

Britain and Ireland, &c. 

" The KING having judged it expedient, that 

an expedition ihould be immediately undertaken 

for acquiring a morc complete knowledge, than 

has yet been obtained, of the north- weft coaft of 

America; and, the floop you command, together 

with the Chatham armed tender (the Lieutenant 

commanding which, has been direc'led to follow 

your orders) having been equipped for that {er~ 

vice; you are, in pur{uance of his Majefty s 

plea{ure, fignified to us by Lord Grenville, one 

of his principal Secretaries of State, hereby re

quired and dirctl:cd to proceed, without lo{s of 

time, with the {aid floop an(l tender, to the 

Sandwich iflands in the North Pacific Ocean, 

where you are to remain during the next winter; 

employing your[elf very diligently in the exami

nation and funcy of the faid Wands: and, ,as 

{oon as the weather ihall be favorable (which 

may be expected to bein February, or at latefl: in 

March, ] 792) you are to repair to the north-weft 

eoafl: of America, for the purpo{e of acquiring 

a more 
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a more complete knowledge of it, as above mem 

tioned. 

" It having been agreed, by the late conveJl

tion between his Majefiy and the Catholic King, 

(a printed copy of which you will receive here

with) that the buildings and tracts of land, fitu

ated on the north-wefi coafi above mentioned, 

or on illandsacljacent thereto, of which the {ub

jects of his rBritannic Majefiy were difpofreiTed 

about the month of April, 1789, by a Spaniih 

officer, fhall be rcitored, to the {aid Britifh {ub

jects, the court of Spain has agreed to fend orders 

for that purpofe to its officers in that part of the 

world; but as the particular {pecification of the 

parts to be refl:ored may fiiII require fame further 

time, it is intended that the King's orders, for 

this purpore, fhall be rent out to the Sandwich 

illands, by a veiTel to be employed to carry thi

ther a further fiore of provifions for the floop and 

armed tender above mentioned, which it is meant 

fhall fail from this country in time to reach thofe 

iflands in the cour(e of next winter, 

" If, therefore, in confequence of the arraI1ge~ 

~ent to be made with the court of Spain, it 

{bould 
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1hould hereafter be determined that you :fhould 

proceed, in the firft inf1:ance, to Nootka, or elfe

where, in order to receive, from the Spani:fh offi

cers, {uch lands or buildings as are to be reftored 

to the Britifh [ubjeC'cs; orders to that effect will 

be rent out by the velie! above mentioned. But 

if no {uch orders fhould be received by you pre

vious to the end of January, 17Q2, you are not 

to wait for them at the Sandwich iOands, bllt to 

proceed in fuch courfe as you may judge moft 

expedient for the examination of the coaft above 

mentioned, comprized between latitude 60° north 

and 30° north. 

" In which examination the principal objeCts 

which you are to keep in view are, 

" Ifr, The acquiring accurate information with 

tefpett to the nature and extent of any water~ 

communication which may tend, in any conu

dcrable degree, to facilitate an intercour[e for the 

purpofes of commerce, between the north-well 

coaft, and the country upon the oppofite fide of 

the continent, which are inhabited or occupied 

by his Majefty's fubjeCl:s. 

" 2d!y, The afcertaining, with as much preci

lion 
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uonas pollible, the number, extent, and fitua. 

tion of any {ettlements which have been made 

within the limits above mentioned, by any Eu
ropean nation, and the time when {uch fettle

ment was firil made. 

" With re(pect to the firfr object, it would be 

of great importance if it fhould be found that, 

by means of any confiderable inlets of the fea, or 

even of large rivers communicating with the lakes 

in the interior of the continent, fuch an inter

cour[e, as hath been already mentioned, could 

be d1:ablifhed; it will therefore be neceiTary, for 

the purpofe of a[certaining this point, that the 

{urvey ihould be [0 conducted, as not only to af· 

certain the general line of the rea coatt, but al[o 

the direction and extent of all [uch coniiderable 

inlets"fwhether made by arms of the iea, or by 

the mouths of large rivers, as may be likely to 

lead to, or facilitate, fuch communication as is 

above defcribcd. 

" This being the principal object of the exa

mination,Ia far as relates to that part of the lub

je8:, itneceiTarily follows, that a coniiderable de

gree 
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gree of difcretion muft be left, acd is therefore 

left to you, as to the means of executing the f\':r

vice which his Majefty has in view; but, as far 

as any general inftructions can here be given on 

the fubject, it feems defirable that, in order to 

avoid any unneceifary 10{s of time, you fllould 

not, and are therefore hereby required and di

rected not to purfue any inlet or river further 

than it fha11 appear to be navigable by veifels of 

fuch burden as might {afely navigate the Pacific 

Ocean: but, as the navigation of {uch inlets or 

rivers, to the extent here frated, may pollibly re

quire that you fl10uld proceed up them further 

than it might be {afe for the floop you command 

to go, you are, in {uch cafe, to take the com

mand of the armed tender in perron, at all fuch 

times, and in fuch fituations as you :!hall judge 

it neceilary and expedient. 

" The particular cour{e of the furvey mufr 

depend on the different circumftances which may 

arife in the execution of a fervice of this nature; 

it is, however, proper that you fhould, and you 

are therefore hereby required and directed to pay 

a prticulal'" 
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a particular attention to the examination of the 

fuppofed frraits of Juan de Fuca, faid to be ftu

ated between 48° and 4(/ north latitude, and to 

lead to an opening through which the floop 

Wafhington is reported to have paiTed in 178Q, 

and to have come out again to the northward of 

Nootka. The difcovery of a near communication 

between any fuch fea or frrait, and any river 

running into, or from the lake of the woods, 

'would be particularly ufeful. 

" If you fllould fail of difcovering any fuch 

inlet, as is above mentioned, to the fouthward of 

Cook's river, there is the greatefr probability that 

itwill be found that the faid river rifes in fame of 

the lakes already known to the Canadian traders, 

and to the fervants of the Hud{on s bay company; 

which point it would, in that cafe, be material to 

afcertain; and you are, theref()l"c, to endtavour 

to aftertain accordingly, with as much precifion 

as the circumfrances exifring at the time may al

low: but the difcovery of any fimilar communi

cation more to the fouth ward (fhould any tuch 

exifr) would be much more advantageous for the 

purpofc£ 
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purpofes of commerce, :md ihould, therefore, be 

preferably attended to, and you are, therefore, 

to give it a preferable attention accordingly. 

"With refpect to the iecond object above 

mentioned, it is probable that more particular 

infrructions will be given you by the veifel to be 

rent to the Sandwich iflands as aforefaid; but, 

if not, you are to be particularly careful in the 

execution of that, and every other part of the {er

vice with which you are cntrufred, to avoid, with 

the utmofr caution, the giving any ground of 

jealoufy or complaint to. the fubjects of His Ca

tholic Majefty; and, if you fhould fall in with 

any Spaniih ihips employed on any feryice fimi

Iar to that which is hereby committed to you, 

you are to afford to the officer commanding fuch 

fhips every pafiible degree of afiifrance and infor

mation,und to offer to him, that you, and he, 

:fhould l":1ake to each other, rccipmc;ally, <) free 

and unreferved communication of all' plans and 

charts of difcoveries made by you and hi!J1 in 

your refpectivc voyages. 

If, in the courfe of any part of this fervice, 

you, 
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You, or the officers or the people under your 

"command, ihould meet with the fubjects or vef

fels of any other power or fiate, you and they 

are to treat them in the moil friendly manner, 

and to be careful not to do any thing which may 

give occafion to any interruption of that peace 

which now happily fubGfis between His Majeily 

and all other powers. 

" The whole of the fun-ey above mentioned 

(if carri~d on with a view to the objects before 

flated, without too minute and particular an exa" 

ruination of the detail of the different parts of 

the coaft laid down by it) may, as it is under· 

frood, probably be completed in the fummers of 

1 i02 and 1793; and, in the intermediate winG 

ter, it ,,,ill be proper for you to repair, and you 

are hereby required and directed to repair ac

cordingly, to the Sandwich iflands; and, dur

ing your flay there, you are to endeavour to 

complete any part which may be unfiniihed of 

your examination of thofe iflands. 

" Aftet the concluhon of YOUT' furvey in the 

[ummer of 17g3, you are,if the ilate and cir

cumilances of the floop and tender under your 

VOL. 1. E command 
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command will admit of it, to return to' England 

by Cape Horn, (for which the {earon will then 

probably be favorable;) repairing to Spithearl, 

whef(~ you are to remain until you receive fur

ther order; and fending to our {ccretary an ac

count of JOur arrival a~"}d proceedings. 

"It feems doubtful, at prefent,' how far the 

time may admit of your making any 'particular 

examination of the weftern coafi of South Ame

rica; but, if it 1hould be practicable, you are to 

begin {uch c:xamination fl:om the {outh point of 

the ifland of Chlloe~ which i~ in about 440 {outh 

latitude; and you arc, in that cafe, to direct. yom: 

attention to afcertaining what is the mofr {outh

ern Spani:lh {ettlement on that coafr, and what 

harbours there are fouth of that fettkment. 

" In the execution of every part of this {er

vice, it is very material that you ihould ufe, and 

you are therefore hereby frri8Jy charged to ufe 

every pollible care to avoid difputcs with the 

natives of any of the parts where you may touch, 

and to he particularly attentive to ,endeavour, by 

a judicious difrribution of the pre(cnts, (which 

have been put on board the {loop and tenciu 

under 
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'U'nder yout command, by order of Lord Gren· 

v'ille) and by all other means, to conciliate their 

friendfhip and confidence. Given under our 

hands the 8th of March, 1701." . 

.. , 'To George Vancouver, EJq. 
Commander if His Majiji/s 
Sloop the Difcovery, at Fal. 
mouth." 

" CHATHAM. 

" RD. HOPKINS. 

" HOOD. 
" .t. T. TOWNSEND." 

'" By command of their Lordfhips" 
_ J 

PH. STEPHENS." 

ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS. 

~, By the Commiffioners for executing 

the office of Lord High Admi'ralof 

Great Btitain and Ireland, &c; 

.. Lieutenant Hergeft, cDmmanding the Dre .. 

dalus tranlport, (by whol'ri you will receive this) 

being dirdfetl to' put himfelf under your com

mann, ann to follow your orders for his further 

proceedings; you are hereby required and direct-

E 2 C(t 
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ed, totake him, and the {aid tranfport, unda 

your command accordingly; receiving from her 

the provifions and ftores intended for the u{e of 

the doop you command, and the Chatham armed 

tender, or {uch part thereof as the {aid thip and 

tender fhall be ab!e to ftow. 

"And whereas you will receive herewith a 

duplicate of a letter from Count Florida Blanca, 

to the Spaniih officer commanding at Nootka, 

(together with a tranflation thereof) fignifying 

His Catholic Majefry's orders to cau{e {uch of

£cer as may be appointed on the part of His 

Britannic Majefry, to be put ill prfJ'!Jlion if the 

buildings, and djJlriCls, or parcels if lands thereitt 

deflribed, which were occupied by His Majd/y's 

jiibjeClJ ilz the month if April,] 789, agreeable to 

thefilji article if the lale cONvention, (a copy of 

wtIich has been fent to you) and to deliver up 

any per{ons in the {ervi~ce ofBritiih {ubjects who 

may have been detained in tho{e parts; in caie, 

therefore, you .thall receiye this at Noatka, you 

are to deliver to the Spanifilofficer . comrnandin (J' 
, . b 

at t:,at port, the above-mentioned letter from 

Count Florida Blanca, and to receive from .. him, 

conformably 
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conformably thereto, 0(1) the part of His Britan .. 

nic Maje£l:y, poiTeffion of the buildings and· dif

trias, and parcels of land, of which His Majef

ty's fubjeCls were PQiTe{[ed at theabove-mention

-cd period. 

" In care, however, this ihaH not find you art 

Nootka, when Lieutenant Hergefi: arrives there, 

but be delivered to you at the Sandwich iilands, 

or elfewhere, and the {aid lieutenant fhall not 

have then carried into execution the (ervice above

mentioned, Ewhich in the event of his not falling 

in with you he is diret!.ed to flo) you are imme

diately to proceed to Nootkay al'ld to carry that 

fervice into execution as above diretled, taking 

the {aid lieutenant and tranJPort with you if voq 

fhflll judge it neceiTary. But as they are intelided 

~fterwards to proceed to New SOut)l Wales, to 

pe employed there; 1.mfler the orders qf commQ

dare Phillip, you· are not to detain th~lrt "at 

NOQtka? the Sandwich iilands, or clfewhere, 

longer than !Uay be abfolutely neceifary, hut 10 

direCl: Lieutenant Hergetl: to repair With the 

{aid tranfport to port Jack{on, with {uch live 

~ock, and other refrci11ments, as may be likely to 

E 3 he 
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be of ufe in thefettlements there; and to t01.l(:h 

at New Zealand in his way, from whence he is 

to ufe his beih:n:deavours to take with him one 

or· two flax-dreffers, in order that the new fet

tIers at port Jackfon may, if poffible, be pro

perly in the management of that valuable plant. 

" Previous, however, to your difpatching him 

to port Jackfon, you are to confider whether, in 

cafe of your not being able to take on board the 

whole of the tranfport's cargo, any future fupply 

of the articles of which it is compared, will be 

necdfary to enable you to continue your in

tended furvey; and, if fo. you are to be careful 

to fend notice thereof to Commodore Phillip, 

who will have directions, on the receipt of your 

application, to re-difpatch the tran{port, or to 

fend fuch other veffel to you with the remainder 

of tho[e fupplies (as well as any others he may be 

able to Jurniib) to {uch rendezvous as you ibaU 
appoint. 

" And whereas Mr. Dundas has tranfmitted 

to us a iketch of the coaft of North America, 

extending from Nootka down to the latitude of 

47
0

30
11

, including the inlet or gulf of Juan d~ 

Fuca; 
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Fuca; and as from the declara60ns which have 

lately been made, there appears to be the frrongefr 

difpofrtion on the pClrt of the SpClnifh court, that 

every affifrance and information fhould be given 

to his Britanni.:: Majefris officers emp16y@d on 

that coafr, with a view tqtheenablinglhem to 

carry their orders into exh:ution; we fend you 

the faid iketch herewith; for your information 

and ufe, and do hereby reqilire and direct you to 

40 every thing in your pDwer to cultivate a good 

:underfranding with· the officers and fubje& of 

his Catholic.Majefry who ,may falLin your way, 

in order that you may reap the good effeCls of 

this difpofrtion of the Spanifh court. 

H You are to take the utmofr care 1U your 

power, QJ'1. no account whatev..er, to touch at any 

port ,on the continent of America, to the fouth;.. 

ward of the latitude of 300 north, nor to th'o': 

north of that part of South America, where, on 

your return home, yo~ are dire4e4 to·· com

mence your intended {ur~'ey; unIef", frc,m ~l\y 

accident, you fh~ll fiqd it abfolutcly'ne~c:~I)~y) 
for your imnJediClte [<tfety, to take ih~lter there: 

p.nd, in care of {uch an event, to continue there 

E -1 no 
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no longer than your neceilities require, in order 

that any complaint on the part of Spain on this 

point may ,if poffible, be prevented. 

"If, during your continuance on the Ameri

can coaft, you fhould meet with any of the Chi

nde who were employed by Mr. Meares and his 

aiTociates •. or any of his Majefty's {ubjeds, who 

may have been in captivity, you are to receive 

them on board the :floop you command, and to 

accommodate them in the heft manner you may 

be able, until {uch time as opportunities may be 

found of fending them to the different places to 

which they may be defirous of being conveyed; 

victualling them during their continuance on 

board, in the fame manner as the other per{ons 

on board the {aid floop are victualled. Given 

under our hands the 20th of Auguft, 17Ql." 

" To George P'aI1COUVilr, Efq. 
Commander of his .ftlajeJly's 

Sloop the DiJcovcry. 

" CHATHAM. 

" J. T. TOWNSHEND. 

" A. GARDNER." 

By com~and of. their Lordfhips, 
J;'H. STEPHENS:; 

LETTER 
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LETTER 
FROl\l COUNT FLORIDA BLANCA. 

(TranJlated from the Spanijh.) 

" b conformity to the nrft article of the con

vention of 28th October, 1790, between our 

court and that of London, (printed copies of 

which you will have already received, and of 
• which another copy is here inclofed, in cafe the 

fide have not come to hand) you will give direc

tions that his Britannic Majefry's officer, who 

will deliver this letter, fhall immediately be put 

in poifeffion of the buildings and diil::ricts, or par

cels of land, which were occupied by the fub

jects of that {overeign in April, 1789, as well in 

the port of Nootka, or of Saint Lawrence, as in 

the other, {'1i~ to be called port Cox, and to be 

~tuated about fixteen leagues diHant from the 

for~er to the fouthward; and that filch parcels 

or diftricts of land, of which the Englifll fub-
- ~ '. ' 

jects were difpoifdfed, be refrorcd to the faid 

officer, in cafe the Spaniard::; fhouid nut have 

given them up. 

"You will alfo give orders, that if any indi

vidual 
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vidual in the (ervice of Britith fubjects, whether 

a Chinefe, or of any other nation, thould have 

been carried away and detained in thofe parts, 

{uch perf on thall be immediately delivered up to 

the above-mentioned officer. 

" I aifo communicate 1111 tqis to the viceroy of 

New Spain by his Majefly's command, and by 

the royal command I charge you with the moft 

punc'lual and precife execution qf this order. 

" May God pre(erve you many yeaq. 

(Signed) 

"THE COUNT FLORIDA BLANCA.'~ 

"ARANJUEZ, 12th jJ;!ay, 1791: 

" To the Governor or Cammalzder 

if the port at Saint Lawrence." 

" By the' Commiffioners for executing the 

office of Lora High AdI?iral of Great 

Britain and Ireland, &c~ 

" IN addition to former orders, you are hereby 

required and directed, by all proper cpnveyances-, 

to fend to our [ecretary, for .our i~formation, ac

count3 
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count~ of your proceedings, and copies of the fur

veys and drawings you fhall have made; and, 

upon your arrival in England, you are immedi

ately to repair to this office, in order to lay before 

us a full account of your proceedings in the 

whole courfe of your voyage; taking care, before 

you leave the fioop, to demand from the officers, 

and petty-officers, the log-books, journals, dra w

ings, &c. they may have kept, and to real them up 

for our'in(pection; and enjoining them, and the 

who1e crew, not to divulge where they have been 

until they fhallhave permiffion fa to do: and 

you are to direCl:the lieutenant commanding the 

Chatham armed tender to do the (arne, with 

Tefped to the officers, petty-officers, and crew 

of that tender. Given urider our hands the loth 

of AuguR, 17g1. 

.. To George Vancouver, Efq. 

Commander oj hZs Maj,)ly'r 

Sloop the Difcovery. 

.. CHATHA~r. 

" J. T. TOWNSHEND. 

ct A. G.AHD~£R'" 

By command of their Lordihips, 
PH. STEPHENS," 

AmongR 



76 INTRODUCTION. 

Amongfr other objects demanding my atten

tion, whilfr engagc;d in carrying thefe orders into 

execution, no opportunity was neglected to re

move, as far as I.was capable, all fuch errors as 

had crept into the fcience of navigation, and to 

efrabJifh in their place, {uch facts as would tend 

to facilitate the grand object of finding the lon

gitude at fea; which now {eems to be brought 

nearly to a certainty, by purfuing the lunar me

thod, affifred by a good chronometer. On this, 

as well as {orne other {ubjects, it is highly pro

bable, that great prolixity and repetition will be 

found in the following pages; it will, however# 

readily appear to the candidperufers of tl1is 

voyage, that, as the primary deiign of the un

dertaking was to obtain ufeful knowledge, fa it 

became an indifpenf.'lble duty, on my part, to 

ufe my utmofr exertions and abilities in doing 

jufiice to the original intention; by detailing the 

information that arofe in the execution of it, in 

a way calculated to i1!firz~Cl, eyen though it 1hould 

fail to entertain. And when the writer alleges, 

that from the age of thirteen, his ""hole lite, to 

the commencement of this expedition, (fifteen 

mondl:' 
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months only excepted) has been devoted to con

frant employment in his Majefi:y's naval fervice, 

he feels, and with all poffible humility, that he 

has fome claims to the indulgence of a generous 

public; who, under fuch circumfi:ances, will 

not expect to find elegance of diction, purity of 

fryle, or unexceptionable grammatical accuracy; 

but will be fatisfied with "a plain unvarniihed" 

relation, given with a rigid ·attention to the truth 

of fuch tranfactions and circumfi:ances as ap

peared to be worthy of being recorded by a naval 

officer, whofe greatefi: pride is to deferve the ap

pellation of being zealous in the fervice of his 

king and cOllntry. 

ADVER-
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ADVER TISEMENT 
FROM THE EDITOR. 

A s a confiderable delay has neceifarily taken 
place in the publication of this work, in. 

confequence of the dcceafe of the late Captain 
Vancouver, it becomes of abfolute neceffity to 
give an accurate account of the ftate of the work 
at the period when his laft fatal indifpofition ren" 
dered him incapable of attending any more to 
bufinefs; left the melancholy event which has 
retarded its completion ihould tend to affect its 
authenticity in the public opinion. 

The five firit volumes, exceptlng the intro
duCtion, and as far as page 43 of the fixthand 
lait volume, were printed; and Captain Van
couver had finifhed a laborious examination of the 
impreffion, and had compared it with the en
graved charts and headlands of his difcoveries, 
from the commencement of his furvey in the 
year 1791, to the conclufion of it at the port of 
Valparaifo, on his return to England in the year 
17g5. He had alfo prepared the introduction, 
and a further part of the journal as far as page 
408 of the laft volume. The whole, therefore, 
of the important part of the work, which com
prehends his geographical difcoveries and im
proyements, is now prefented to the public, ex-

acHy 
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ttaly as it would have been had Captain Van~ 
couver been ftill living. The notes which he 

had made on his journey from the port of V al~ 
paraifo to his arrival at St. Jago de Chili, the 
capital of that kingdom, were unfortunately loft; 

and I am indebted to Captain Puget for having 

affifted me with his obferyations on that occa
:/ion. 

Ever fince Captain Vancouver's laft return to 

England, his health had been in a very debilitated 
ftate, and his conftitution was evidently fo much 

impaired by the arduous fervices in which, from 
his earliett youth, he had been conftantly engag

ed, *' that his friends dared to indulge but little 

hope 

'* The late Captain Vancouver was appointed to the RelO

lution by Captain Cook in the autumn of the year 177 T, and 

00 his return from tha~ voyage round the world, he undertook 

to affifl: in the outfit and equipment of the Difcovery, deftined 

to accumpany Captain Cook on his lail. voyage to the North 

Pole, which was concluded in Oaober, 1780. On the 9th of 

December followil1g he was made a lieutenant into the Martin 

:!loop; in this velfel he c,lntinued until be was removed into 

the Fame, one of Lord Rodney'S fleet io the VI' eft-Indies, 

where he remained until the middle of the year 1783. In the 

year 1784 he was appointed to, and failed in the Europa to 

Jamaica, on wh'tch fl:ation be continued until her return to 

Engl~nd in September 1789. On tbe 1ft of January 1790, 

he was appointed to tbe Difcoven, but 1'0011 afterwards was 

remov~d10 the Courag,~ux: here he remained until Decem

ber, 1790, when he was made ll1~fier and commander, and, 

appointed to the Di[covery. In Auguft, 1794, he was, with-
Out 
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hope that he would continue many years amongd 
them. Notwithitanding that it pkafed the Di
vine Providence to {pare his life until he haa 
been able to tevife and complete the account of 
the geographical part of his late Voyage of Dif
covery, a circumitance which muit ever be re
garded as moit fortunate by all the friends of 
{cience, and efpecially by thofe prGfeffional per
fons who may hereafter be likely to follow him, 
through the intricate labyrinth which he had {o 
minutely explored ; yet it will ever be a con
fideration of much regret, that he did not furvive 
to perfect the narrative of his labours. He had 
made many curious obfervations on the natural 
hiitory of the feveral countries he had viii ted, and 
on the manners, cuitoms, laws and religion, of 
the various people with whom he had met, or 
amongit whom he had occaiionally reiided; but 
had been induced to poitpone thefe mifcellaneous 
matters, !cit the regular diary of the voyage 
fhould be interrupted by the introduction of {uch 
dcfultory obfervations. Thefe he had intended 
to prefent in the form of a fupp!cmentaryor con
cluding chapter, but was prevented by the unfor
tunate event of his illnefs. 

out folicitation, promoted to the rank of poO:~captain, and Was 

paid off on the conclufion of his laO: voyage in November, 

1795· After this period he was confhntly employed, until 
within a few weeksofhisdeceafe, in May; 1798, in preparing 
the following journal for publi"ation. 

Moil: 
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Mofl: of the papers, which contain thefe inte
refting particulars, are too concife and too uncon

netted for me to attempt any arrangement of 
them, or to fubmit them to the reader without 
hazarding Captain Vancouver's judgment as an 

obferver, or his reputation as a narrator, rigidly 
devoted to the truth. But as fome of the notes, 
which he made upon the fpot, are of too valuable 
a nature to be intirely loft, I ihall venture to 
fubjoin them to the Hiftory of the Voyage, as 
nearly as pollible in his own words, without at
tempting al"'Y fuch arrangement of them, as 
might tend to diminifu their authenticity, or 
bring into doubt that fcrupulous veracity from 
which Captain Vancouver never departed. 

The whole narrative of the Voyage of Difco
very having been brought to its conclullon at 
Valparaifo, by Captain Vancouver himfelf, there 
only remains for me to add, that in preparing 
fOf the prefs the {mall remainder of his journal, 
comprehending the pa{[age round Cape Hom to 
St. Helena, and from thence to England, I have 
frrialy adhered to the rough documents before 
me; but as no new incidents occurred in this 
part of the voyage, and as the infertion of log
book minutes, over a fpace which is now fo fre

quently traverfed, cannot either be ufeful or en
tertaining, I have endeavoured to comprefs this 

VOL. I. F portion 
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portion of the journal into as few pages as po(
fible. 

In performing this painful taik, I have had 
fevere and ample cauie to lament the melancholy 
office to which I have been compelled, by the 
death of him whore early departure from this 
life has deprived his Maje11:y of an active and able 
officer, truth and fcience of a 11:eady {upporter, 
fociety of an uniformly valuable member, and in 
addition to the feelings of many who live to re
gret the lofs of a fincere friend, I have to deplore: 
that of a mo11: affectionate brother. 

JOHN VANCOUVER. 
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VOYAGE 
TO THE 

NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN, 
AND 

ROUND THE WORLD. 

BOOK THE FIRST. 

TRANSA.CTIONS FROM THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 

EXPEDITION, UNTIL OUR DE~ARTURE FROM OTA

HEITE. 

CHAPTER 1. 

Equipment if the DISCOVERY and the CHATHAM 

-Departure from Falmouth-Vifit and Tran/
aClions at TenerjjJe-Occurrences and Olferva

tions'during the Pqffage to the Cape if Good 

Hope-TraifaClions there, and departure thence. 

ON the 15th of December, 1790, I had the 
honor of receiving my cummiffion as com

mander of his Majdl:y's floop the Difcovery, then 
lying at Deptford, where, the next morning, 
Thurfday the 16th, I joined her, and began en
tering men. 

Lieutenant William Robert Broughton having 
F 2 been 
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been feIeCled as a proper officer to command the 
Chatham, he was accordingly appointed; but "the 
repairs ihe demanded prevented her equipment 
keeping pace with that of the Difcovery; which 
in moil refpeCls being completed by Thurfday 
the 6th of January, ] 791, the fails were bent, 
and the fhip got in readinefs to proceed dcwn the 
nver. With a favorable wind on the following 
day, Friday the 7th, we failed, and anchored in 
Long Reach about five in the evening. Although 
this trial of the ihip may appear very infignifi
cant, yet as ihe had never been under {ail, it was 
not made without {orne anxiety. The confrruc
tion of her upper works, for the fake of adding 
to the comfort of the accommodations, differing 
materially from the general {afhion, produ{:ed an 
unughtly appearance, and gave rife to various. 
opinions unfavorable to her qualities as a fea
boat; for which reafon it was natural to pay the 
minutefr attention to her freering and other pro
perties when in motion; and we obtained in the 

courfe of this !hart ttip, the pleafing profpeCl: of 
her proving handy, and in all other refpoB:s a 
.,"cry comfortable vellel. Various nece{fary oc
cupations detained us in Long Reach until Wed
nefday the 20th, when, having taken on board 
all our ordnance frores, and fuch things as were 
wanted from Deptford dock yard, we proceeded 
down the river on our way to Portfmouth. My 

crdeno 
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orders for this purpofe were accompanied by 
another, to receive on board and convey to his 
native country, Towereroo, an Indian, from one 
of the Sandwich iilands, who had been brought 
from thence by fome of the north-weft American 
traders, in July, 178g. This man had lived, 
whilft in England, in great obfcurity. and did 
not feem in the leail to have benefited by his re~ 
fIdence in this country. 

Unfavorable winds prevented our reaching the 
Downs until Sunday the 30th; where they :I1ill 
continued, and, being attended with very boii
terous weather, detained' us until Thurfday the 
3d of February; when, with a :I1rong gale from 
the northward, we proceeded down channel. 
About noon we paired the South Foreland, and 
had the misfortune to lofe John Brown, who fell 
overboard and was drowned. He was one of the 
carpenter's mates, an exceedingly good man, and 
very much regretted. About noon on Saturday 
the 5th, we anchored at Spithead, where Rear. 
Admiral Goodall's flag was flying on board his 
Majefty's lliip Vanguard, in company with twelve 
fail of the line and feveral frigates. 

Some defects in the, lliip's head were already 
. evident, as the bumkins and a coniiderable part 
of the head were now wallied away. Thefe re
pairs, with fuch other duties as were neceirary, I 
gave orders to have executed; and my prefence 
. f a being 
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being required in London, I repaired thither j 
where I remained until Sunday the 27th, when 
I returned to Portfmouth, with orders to proceed 

to Falmouth. 
On former voyages of this defcription, it had 

been cuftomary to pay the officers and ihip's 
company the wages that had become due whilfr 
they had been employed in the equipment of the 
veiTcls, which in general h,,-d occupied ux months 
or upwards; enabling them by fuch means more 
effedually to provide themfdves with thofe com.,. 
forts which fuch long and remo.te fervices ever 
demand. But as a umilar payment to. the crew:; 
of the Difcovery and Chatham, (wlwfe com ple
Inents were now complete) for the ihort time 
they had been in pay, would have been of little 
aflifrance; the Lords of the Admiralty, at my 
{olicitation, had the goodnefs to grant them three 
months pay in advance; which was accordingly 
received free of all deductions, 

I have already mentioned that the Navy Board 
had fupplied me with an aiTortment of mathe
matical infrruments; and the Board of Longi
tude, in compliance with the willies of the Ad.., 
miralty, provided in addition two chronometers; 
one made by the late eminent Mr. Kendall, (tho 
excellence of which had been manifefted on board 
the Difcovery during Captain Cook s lait voyage, 
and which had lately bem cleaned imd put int<;>, 

ordq 
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order by its very worthy and ingenious maker, a 
fhort time before his deceafe;) the other lately 
made by Mr. Arnold. Thefe had both been de
pofited at the obfervatory of the Portfmouth aca
<lemy, for the purpore of finding their refpetlive 
errors, and for afcertainin,e; their rate of going. 
The former was delivered tame, with {uch 
obfervations as had been made ,to that effect ; 
whence it appeared to be fait of mean time at 

Greenwich, on Tuefday the lIt of March at 
noon, l' 30" 181//, and to be gaining on mean 
time at the rate of 6"12111 per day. : The latter 
was directed to be put on boa:rdth'e Chatham, 
which veifel had now arrived from the river. 

Having completely finiihed our bufinefs with 
the dock-yard on the evening 1)f Thurfday the 
3d, we dropped down to St. Hden's, and the 
next morning, Friday the 4th;' proceeded down 
channel, leaving the Chatham behihd;not as yet 
quite ready to accompany .us; in our way we 
{topped at Guern{ey, and on Saturday the 12th 
arrived at Falmouth, where I was to wait the ar .. 
rival of the Chatham, 'and tei receive my final 
inflruc1ions for the ·pro{ecution. of the voyage. 
An Admiralty meifenger prefcnted me with the 
latter on Sunday the 2'oth; bilt the Chatham 
did not arrive until the 31 fl, when Lieutenant 
Broughton, who had orders to put himfelf under 

Ply command, recei~"ed fuch fignals and inflruc~ 
F -1 tions 



A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

tions as wereneceifary on this oecation. He in-
formed me, that they had experienced a very 
boii1:erous pafTage from Spithead, .and that the 
Chatham had proved fo very crank, as, in fome 
in1tanees, to occafion confiderable alarm. TLe 
length of time I had already waited for her ar
rival rendered this intelligence very unpleafant; 
as, demanding immediate attention, it would 
caufe further . delay, which I much wifued to 
avoid; efpecially as a favorable gale for clearing 
.the channel now prevailed. The apprehcnfion 
of further detention by contraty winds, lliould we 
lore the prefent opportunity by breaking up the 
Chatham· s hoM for the reception of more ballafr, 
induced me to refort to another expedient, that 
of lending her all our ihot, which when i1:owed 
amidihips as .low down as pollible, and every 
weight removed from above, we flattered our
[elves would be the means of affording a tempo
rary relief to this inconvenience. 

A gentle breeze from the N. E. at day dawn 
on Friday the 1 it of April, enabled us to fail out 
of Carraek road, in company with the Chatham; 
and at midnight we toru. a long farewell of our 
native fhores. The Lizard lights bore by eom
pafs N. N. W- f W about eight leagues; and 
the wind being in the wei1:em quarter, we fiood 
to the fouthward. Towards the morning of Sa
turday the 2d, on the wind's fhiftil1g to the routh, 

we 
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we frood to the wefrward, clear of the Englifu 
channel; with minds, it may eafily be conceiYed, 
not intirely free from {eriolls and contemplative 
reflections. The remote and barbarous regions, 
which were now ddEned, for rome years, to be 
our tranfitory places of abode, were not likely to 
afford us any means of communicating with our 
native foil, our f'lmilies, our friends or favorites, 

whom we were now leaving far behind; and to 
.augment thefe painful reflections, his Mcjdl:y's 

proclamation had arrived at Falmouth, the even

ing prior to our departure, offering bounties for 
manning the fleet; feyeral {ail of the line were 

put into commiffion, and flag officers appointed 
to different commands: thefe were circumtlances 
frmilar to thofe under which, in Auguil:, 17 if!, 
I had {ailed trom England in the Ddcoyery, com
manded by Captain Clerke, on a voyage which 
in its objeCt nearly re[embkd the expedition we 

were now about to undertake. This very unex
pected armament could not be regarded without 

~aufil1g various opinions in thofe who, fi-om day 

to day, would have opportunities of noticing the 
{eyeral m~afilres inclining to war or peace; but 
to us, defrined, as it were, to a long and remote 

exile, and precluded, for an indefinite period of 
time, from all chance of becoming acquainted 
with its rcfult, it was the {ource of inexpreilible 

folicitude, 
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folicitl.\cie, and our feclings on the occafion may 

be better conceived than defcribed. 
Having l1C particular route to the Pacific Ocean 

pointed out in my inrtruc1ions, and being left at 

pertcc11iberty to purfue that which appeared the 

mort d1sible, I did not hefitate to prefer the paf
{age by way of the Cape of Good Hope, intend
ing to lifit the ~hdeiras, for the purpo{e of pro

curing wine and refrefhments. Our courfe was 

accordingly [0 directed againrt winds very unfa
vorable to our wifhes. At noon on Sunday the' 

3d 'we reached tbe latitude 48° 48/ north, longi

tude by the chronometer 6° [J 5' wert; where the 

cloudy weather prn-enting our making the ne· 
ce{j~lfy ob{enations on the fun ecJipfcd, produced 

no {mall degree of concern; as with the Jate im. 

provement of applying deep magnifying powers 
to the telefcopcs of fextants, the obfervations on 
{()lar eclip{es are rcn(;~red very ea{y to be m'lde at 

j"ea; and although we were not fortunate enough 

on this occafion to procure fuch, at the interert~ 

ing periods of the eclipfe, as 'would have put this 

improvement fully to the tert, yet it was evident 
that thefe obfervations to perron:;; not much ac~ 

curtomcd to auronQmical purfuits would be ren· 

dered plain and C<l(Y, by the rdldl:ed image of 

the {im being brought down to the horizon; fa 

that the beginning and the end of the eclipfe 

wuuld be afccrtaincd by the help of thefe deep 

magnifj'" 
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magnifying tdefeopes with great precifiol1; and 

probably it may not be unworthy the attention 

of the Board of Longitude to contrive, and Gtuie 

{uch calculations to be pLlb~il1]':d, as would tend 

to render thefe obfclTations gcnerally ufeful in the 

various prts of the globe, \'iithout the tC_1i"ES [lro

cds of calculating eclipfes. Thc wind, continu
ing in the fouthern quarter, rendered our ;=~02:rcfs 
flo\v; the weather, however, being cl::~,r, :::ftorded 

us employment in taking fome good lunar obfer

vat ions ; '\'hieh, reduced to the noon of Tudliq 
the 12th, gave the mean refult of four lets, taken 
by me, 12° 2"1/ weft longitude; frJUr fets t:lken 

by .Mr. vVhidbey, ]2° 30'; the chronometer at 
the fame time L.]cwing l:;n 0/; and as I confi

dered the latter to be nearcft the truth, the lu
nar obfervations appeared to be 15' to 21/ too far 

to the ,vefrward. The longitude, by dead reck-

0ning' 13° 22' and the latitude "11 22' north. 
The error in reckoning amounting almofr to a 
(,legree, fee01ed moil likely to ha,-e been occa

:!j.oued by 0;"11· Ijot having made fufficient allow

ance for the variation of the compa!;' on our i1ril 

{.liling, as, inftead of allovl'ing from 23' to 25". 

'\;vhich was what 'lye dl:eemed the ,·ariation, our 

Qbfervations for afcertaining this bet, when the 
fllip was fufficicnt!y fready, {hewed the yariation 

to be 28° and 20 l:0 vveitwardly. Thcfe oppor

tunities, howerci, h~d not occurred fo frequently 
as 
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as I could ha;-e 'si(hed, owing to a cO'1{b.nt ir

regubr fwdl that had accompanied us fince leav

ing the land, and caufed fo much motion and 
pitching, that the whole head railings, bum

'kins, &c. vvere again waihed away. 

On Saturday the] Oth, in latitude 42" 3-!' north, 
longitude 12° J 11 weft, the variation of the com

pars, by the mean refult of fix fets of obfen-a

tions taken by three compaifes differing from 25" 

57' to :27° 35'_ was obferved to be .::CO ::01 wdi
wardly. The current was found to fet in a di

reCtion E. N. E. at the rate of a qua.\"ter of a 

mile per hour. The whok of the day being per
fectly calm, with remarkably fine weather, in.., 

duced me to embrace the opportunity of unbend

ing all our fails which wanted alteration, and to 
bend an entire new {uit; thefe I cauied to be 

{oaked overboard for {orne hours, that the {e~ 

water might diifoh-e the llze ufed in making the 

canvafs, and by that means act as a preventive 

againft the mildew in hot rainy weather. This 

procefs might probably be found ufeful in the 
operation of bleaching. 

On our departure from England, I did not in

tend uung any anti{eptic provifions, until the re., 

frdhments which we might be enabled to procure 

at the Madeiras (bould ~ exhaufred; but light 

baffiing winds, together with the crank fituation 

and bad i~1.iling of the Chatham, having (0 re-

tarde~ 
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tarded our progrefs, that, by Thurfday the 21 ft, 
we were advanced no further than the latitude 
of 35° 71 north, longitude 14° 401 wei1:: four 
krout and portable broth had, for fome days, been 
fcrv-ed on board each of the veiTels; the fl:ore

rooms had been cleared, cleaned, and wal1led with 
vinegar, and the f11ip had been iinoked with gun
powder mixed with vinegar. As I had ever C011-

iidcred fire the mofl: likely and efficacious means 
to keep up a con:f1:ant circulation of fref1l and 

pure air throughout a fhip; in the fore part of 
every dcry good fires were burning between decko, 
and in the well. Both decks were kept clean, 

and as dryas poffible, and hlotwithfranoing the 
weather was hot, and the {moke and heat thence 
arifing was confidered as ineom~cnient anci dif
agreeable, yet I was confident that a due atten
tion to this particular, and not wafhing too fre
quently below, were indifpenfable precautions, 

~nd would be productive of the mofr falubrious 

and happy effects in preferv-ing the health and lives 
of our people. There preventive mea(ures be
coming the franding orders of the Di{covery, it 
will be unneceiTary hereafter to repeat that they 

were regularly enforced, as they were obfervcd 
throughout the voyage with th~ {hiCl:dt atten

tion. It may not, however, on this fubject, be 
improper to remark that, if ini1:ead of bi{cuit, {ea

men were provided with frcfh foft bread, which 
qm 
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can eallIy be made very good at rea, and a large 

proportion of wholeiome water, v.here the na"' 
ture of the {en,ices will admit of {uch a (upp!y, 

they would add greatly to the prdervation of that 
moft valuable of all bleilings, health. 

The eyening of Saturday the 23d, being re~ 

mark ably fine and ierene, brought us in fight of 
the i:flancl of Porto San8:o, bearing by compa{, 
S. Vf 1 VI 20 leagues diftant; the next after
noon we pailed its meridian, when the chrono
meter ilicwing its longitude to be ] GO 2cl l 15 f1

, 

yary;u[; only one minute to the vvdl:ward of the 
true longitude of that ii1and, proved it was going 

very "'.elL As 1<Aadeira was our object, every ef
fort was exerted to gain Funchal Road, until the 

c,-cning of Monday the 2!ith, when the wind 
bceomill£; exeefiiycly variable, and the weather 

and unfettled, tbat Ration {ccmed ineJi .. 
gible fur executing the fcrvice of which the Chat

ham flood in neeu; namely, the breaking up her 
llOld, for the purpofe of receiving a large portion 

of balldl::. Confidering therefore the roadfread 
vi'S'" Cruz as better calculated for this buiinef:, 
,',-e proceeded towards Teneriffe. The wind 

\\ hieh had been generally from the weil, veered 
round by the north, as we advanced to the {outh
ward, and {ettled in the N. E. trade, accompa

nied v\'ith fne pleafant weather, which, on Tuef

day the 2Qt,h, in latitude 30° 5,1' north, afforded 

me 
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me an opportunity of obtaining (eyewl fets of 
lunar difrances with the different fcxtants in tlJe 
fhip. Thde were twehT in number, of the f~..ll

lowing eminent makers in London, (viz.) Ramf

den, Dollond, Troughton, Adams, and Gilbert, 
though the greater number were made by Mr. 
Ramfden. They all agreed exceedingly ,vell to
gether, and their mean refult fhcvved the longi
tude to be 16° 211 3211; the chronometer made 
the longitude 16° 31' 15/1 well; and as there 
could be no doubt of the latter being neareft the 
truth, the refult of the lunar obfervations, by the 
[everal fextants, appeared to be gl 43/1 too far to 

,the ea11:ward. On the other £Ide of the moon, 
my lunar obfervations were 15 1 to the well of the 

true, or nearly the true, longitude, as was proved 
on our making the Madeiras. This evinces the 
accur:J.cy with which thefe obfervations are in 

general capable of being made with good in11:ru
ments, and by a careful obferver. 

In the morning of Thurfday the 28th, the 
peak of Teneriffe was feen bearing by compafs 
S. "V. about £Ixteen leagues dift:ant; and, in the 
evening, as we approached the roadlread of sa 
Cruz, we were metby the mailer attendant, who 
placed the fhip in what, he [aid, he conceived 
the beft birth in the roaditead, and the Chatham 

in bur immediate neighbourhood. 
vVhen the fhip was [ecured, al\ officer was rent 

to 
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to inform the <Tovernor of our arrival, and to fo-o 
licit his permil1ion to take on board fuch wine, 
and refrefhmcnts as we required; but having un
derfrood that he had waved a return of {alute to 
fame of his M~efry's fhips that had lately vifited 
TeneriHe; I did not choore to rifle a refufaI, 
however polite, to comply with this compliment. 
The officer was civilly received, and the con
traCtor was, the next morning, direered to fupply 
the different articles of which we frood in n::-ed. 

Accompanied by Mr. Broughton, Mr. Menzies, 
and fame of the other officers, on Friday the 20th, 
in the forenoon, I waited on his Excellency Sen" 
Don Antonio Guitierres, the governor general of 
the Canaries, who then rdided in the city of sea 
Cruz. His excellency received us with the po
litenefs ufual on there occaiions, and affured us 
of his readinefs to afford us every afiifrance; but 
apologized that the poverty of the country pre
vented his. inviting us to his table. Attended 
by the fame party, on Sunday, the 1ft of May, I 
vifited the city of Lagoona, and after fatisfying 
our curiouty with its external appearance, we re-

I turned to S" Cruz, and dined with Mr. Rhoney, 
an lri{h gentleman, to whore hofpitality we were 
greatly indebted. Had we not fortunately met 
with him immediately on our landing, we ihould 
hayc been much inconvenienced, as there ,did 

not appear another perron on the illand who was 

inclinable 
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inclinable to ofter us ihelter from the fcorching 
rays of the {un, or to afford us the {malleft re
fref11ment. 

vVe had the mortification, this morning, of 
finding the {mall bower cable cut through nearly 
in the middle, which {eemed to have been oc

caiioned by an anchor lying at the bottom. The 
lofs of an anchor in a iituation where no other 
could be procured, was a matter of ferious con
cern; no pains were {pared to regain it until the 
afternoon of Thur[day the 5th, when all our ex
ertions proved ineffectual; and being apprehen
ii ve that other loft anchors might be in its vici
nity, we -Yleighed, went further out, and again 
anchored in 30 fathoms water on a {oft dark 
oozy bottom intermixed with {mall white ihells, 

having the northernmoft church fteeple in a line 
with the centre of the jetty, bearing by compa[s 

N. 48 W. and the fouthernmoft fort S.n W 
about three quarters of a mile from the town. 
This anchorage appeared to be far preferable to 
our former fituation, betng nearly as convenient 
for the landing place, without the hazard of da
maging the cables by anchors which [mall vellds 
might have loft nearer in ihore; and which is 
the only danger to be apprehended here. as the 
bott0m is good holding ground, and, to all ap
pearance, perfettly free from rocks. 

The {urf that had beaten with great violence 
VOL. I. G1 on 
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on the fuores for {orne days paft, and for fhelter
ing again!l which the pier of Sta Cruz is but ill 
contriYcd, had much retarded the Chatham s bu· 
finds of taking on board fhingle ball aft, and pre
vented the completion of that object until latc 
on Saturday night the 7th. when we put to rea,. 
and directed om caurfe to the fouthward. 

The ball aft which the Chatham had now taken 
on board certainly prevented her being {o very 
crank, but it did not {eem to have contributed 
to her [ailing. as the Difcovery frill preferved a 
great [uperiority in that refpett. 

Not having {uppofed we £hould have been [0 

long detained at Teneriffe, I took no fteps for 
making aftronomtcal obfervations on fhore; tho[e 
taken on board fhewed the longitude by the 
chronometer to be 16° 17' 5/1, only 50u to the 
weftward of the true longitude, as laid down in 
the requifite tables: the latitude by our ob[erva
tions was 28° 2S' 38/1, and the variation, by the 
mean refult of all our cards and compaffes, was 
15°38'. differing from 15° 5S' to 17° 171 weft
wardly. 

For the information of thofe who may be in
duced to villt Teneriffe at this feafon of the year 
with the hope of procuring refrefhments, r mui1: 
remark, that we found the wine, water, and beef 
exceedingly good, an,d were induced to take [orne 
days [upply of the latter to [ea; but fruit, vege-

tables, 
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tables, poultry, and all kinds of live :!tock were 

very indifferent, and moil: extravagantly expenfive. 
Towards noon of Sunday the 8th, we loil- fight 

of the Canaries. The trade wind blew a pleafant 
gale, the fea was fmooth, and the weather, being 
fine, enabled us to make fome excellent lunar 
obfervations; thofe I took fhewed the longitude 
to be 16° 521 36"; thofe taken by Mr. Whidbey 
It5° 521 30"; and the chronometer fhewed 16° 471 

45". The latitude, at this time, was 27° Y north; 
and the variation, by three compatTes differing 
from 15° 10' to 18° 51 /, was 17° 33' 40" weil:

wardly. 
Our courfe from the Canaries was directed to 

the wefrward of the cape de Verd Wands, which 

we gained fight of and patTed on the forenoon of 
Saturday the 14th. The N. W extremity of 
the iHand of St. Antonio appeared, by our obfer
vations, to be fituated in 17° 101 north latitude, 
and 25° 31 22" weft longitude; the variation of 
the compa{s 12° Z2' 15" weil:wardly. The freih 
beef that we had brought from Teneriffe being 
exhauil:ed, on Wednefday the 18th, portable 
broth and four krout were again ferved to the 
the fhips' crews; at this time we had reached 
the latitude of go 35' north, longitude 23° 27' 
weft, when the weather, which had been plea
{ant and attended with a frefh gale from the 
~. E. very materially altered: the wind i1ackened 

G 2 and 
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and veered round to the north, and the atmof

phcre, though not cloudy, was encumbered with
a bright haze nearly approaching to a fog, but 
without the leafl: dampnefs or humidity. 'rhrough 
this medium the heavenly bodies were {ufficiently 
viublc whilft: lcrrdhial objc8:s were only dif
cernible at fmall cli£l:ances. This very Un gular 
appeJ.rancc continued a few days until Saturday 
the 21ft, when, in latitude 60 20' north, and lon
gitude 22° ~.:/ weft:, the northerly breeze died 
away, the denie atmoiphere difappeared, and they 
were {ucceeded by calm, cloudy, bot weather" 
the thermometer Randing from 80 0 to 83°, at
tended with fome heavy {howers of rain and 
guus of wind in various directions, though gc
nerally from the eaftern quarter between N. E. 
and fouth. Our progrefs, with this kind of wea
ther, was flow until Tuefday the 24th, when, in 
latitude 4° 25' north, longitude 21 0 36' weft, we 
feemed to have paffed the line of thofe un plea
f.:'lnt and fi'cquently unhealthy regions. The' 
Readinefs of the gentle gale, and the ftrenity of 
the weather indicated our having reached the S. 
E. trade winds; thde conjeCtures were {oon efiab
liflled by the wind gradually increaGng, fo that,. 
about midnight on Friday the 27th, we croiled 
the equator in 2[," 15 1 weil1ongitude. The va-

,riation to this point had gradually, though not 
very regularly~ decrcafed to about gn weftwardly; 

and 
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<lnd the lunar obiervations, lately taken, had cor
refponded within a fevY minutes with the longi
tUlle f'l1ewn by the chronometer. 

CroiUng the equator {o far to the wdtward has 

been frequently or~iected to, as being Eable to 
entangle lhips with the coait of Brazil. I am, 
however, of a different opinion, and conceive 

many advantages are derived by thus croiling the 
line; fuch as, purfuing a track defritute of thofc 
calms and heavy rains, which are ever attendant 
,on a morc eafrwardly route. By every informa
tion I ha\'e been enabled to colic&:, it does not 
~ppear that much is to be gained iN. point of dif
tance by croffing the equator in a more eafrwardly 
longitude; fince it feems that veiTels wbich have' 
purfued their (outherly cour(e to cro(s the line 
under the loth, 15th, or 20th meridian of wefr 
longitude, bave, by the trade wind blowing there 
in a more (outherly direCl:ion, been driven equally 
,as far weft, to the 2.'ith, 26th, and 27th degrees 

,of wefr longitude before they have been enabled 
to gain the variable winds, without the benefit of 
a confrant breeze and fair weather, which with 
the very little interruption between the 21 fI and 

2-lth, was experienced during this p~iTage. 
From tbe equator, ,-,vith a briik trade wind, we 

1l:eered with a full fail and flowing iheet; which 
by the Ifr of June brought us to the latitude 

of 7° 5'2' fouth, longitude 2Do 7' weil; whence 

G3 'we 
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we ceafed ftretching further to the weftward, 

and made a good courfe a few degrees to the 
eaftward of (outh; fo that on Thur{day the gth 

we had reached the ;a ~it1i ~. of 1 f)" -17' fouth, lon

gitude 2 i" 2 i' wefl, approaching to the parallel 
of the iDands Trinadada and Martin Vas. The 
wind now permitted our fleering well to the 
eaftward of {outh; but lef!: an error ihould have 

exificd in our longitude, or in that of thofe illands, 
I din:c'l-ed the Chatham to increafe her diftance 
from us by holding a fouth courfe, for the pur

pofe of gaining a view of that land; by fun-fet 

we were in the latitude of 20° g' fouth, the pa
rallel of thofe iiJands, but faw nothing of them. 
The longitude of the former is fiated to be 28~ 

50l
, that of the latter 28° 34' wefr; allowing 

their longitude, and that of the iliip, to have been 

accurately afcertained, we paffed them at the dif
tance of 24 and 1 9 leagues. 

On Sunday the 12th we croffed the {outhem 
tropic in 25° 18' weft longitude; the variation 
of the compafs had now gradually decreafed to 
4° 30' weilwardly, and having lately taken many 
,eery good lunar diftances of the fun and fraTS on 

different fides of the moon, I aflillned their mean 
rdult as the true longitude, or nearly fa; by 
'''hich, the obfcn-ations for the IOl1·y itude, ac-

e> 
1" h corumg to t e chronometer, appeared to be 14' 

:25" too far to the eaftward· whence it ihou'ld , 
appear, 
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appear, that it was not gaining quite {o much as 
had been allowed in conJequence of its rate, as 
a{certained at Port{mouth. After croiling the 
tTOpic of Capricorn, the wind b'ecame very va
riable, as well in point of ftrength as in direction, 

{o that Oll Tuefday the 28th we had only ad
vanced to the latitude of 31 0 56' routh, longitude 
-iO J 8' weft. 

The weather was in general very plea{ant: 
and the Chatham, to our great mortification, 
continued to {ail equally flow in light as in frefh 
gales, which materially affected the progre{s of 
our voyage; the objeCl: of which was of {uch a 
nature that it would allow of no opportunity of 
being paffed by, that, with propriety, CQuid be 
embraced f<?r the advancement of geography and 
navigation; and as Captain Cook's chart of the 
Sandwich iflands prefented little field for any im
provement that could occupy the feveral winters 
We were likely to pais in their vicinity, I fefolv
ed in Qur »,ay to the Pacific Ocean to viut the 
S.W part of New Holland, and endcavDur to ac

quire {orne information of that unkno~n, though 
intcreiting cDuntry. Having much buiinefs t~ 
perform at the Cape ?f Good Hope in the car
penter's department, it became expedient, for the 
carryingiato execution the whole of my plan, 
that no time fhould be loft; particularly as our 

paffage from England had already exceeded the 
G 4 limits 
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limits of my expectations. Thefe reafons induced 

me to make the beft of our way in the Difco
very to the Cape of Good Hope, and fhould the 
Chatham be able to keep up with us, fhe was 
dirdted fo to do; if otherways, Mr. Br~ughton 
was provided with fufficient infcructions. 

The ,;vind was light and variable, until Friday, 
July the 1ft, in latitude 33° 54' fouth, longitude 
58' -lOll wefl:, it blew a fine gale from the N. N. E. 
attended with pleafant weather; the Chatham 
until this evening remained in fight, but in the 
morning \Vas not within the limits of our hori
zon. As we approached the African fhore the 
weather became very unfettled, with {udden 
tranfitions from calms to heavy gales, attended 
with much thunder, lightning, and a heavy {well 
from the wefrward and S. W- One of thefe 
gales, on Tuefday the 5th, reduced us for a few 
hours to our courfes. The wind became {outh
wardly with pleafant weather on Thurfday the 
7th, when a frrange {ail was defcried to the N. E. 
holding a courfe, as if intending to pafs the Cape, 
and fome of us thinking the fea was difcoloured, 
we tried for foundings, but found no bottom with 

140 fathoms of line. After pailing the '27° of 
{outh latitude, 'many oceanic birds were our COll

ihnt companions, confilLing of tlm;c Lind, of 

a1batroifes, the quebrantahucffos. pintadoes, the 
{ooty, the black, and [mall blu;; Detrcls, -with • 

{Ot1;C 
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fome few other fmall birds of the fame tribe; 

amongft 1rvhich were but few of the itorm petrel, 
which in thefe regions are generally numerous. 
Mofr of thefe, by the 7th, had difappeared, and, 

in their place, were feen the blue petrel of the 
larger fort, though comparatively in (mall num
bers; at noon the obferved latitude was 35° 13' 

fouth, longitude 14° eafr. The wind blew a 
frrong gale from W S. W in the afternoon of 
Friday the 8th, when judging the Cape of Good 
Hope to bear from us N. 6Q E. true, diitant IS 

leagues, we experienced, for the fpace of about 
(even miles, a mofr extraordinary agitation in the 

fea, to be compared only to a large cauldron of 
boiling water; this was [uppo[ed to be the efIea 
of two contending currents, and for that rea[on 
I did not try foundings. I was al(o particularly 

anxious to gain fight of the land, which, in the 
event of the chronometer proving correct, there 
was great probability of doing belore dark; but 

not teeing it we frood on till ten in tbe evening, 
when, by our lunar obfervations, fuppoung the 
Cape land to be about eight leagues diitant, we 
hauled to the wind, and plied in order to pre
[erye our then utuation until the morning of Sa
turday the uth. At day light the Cape \\ ,),; in 

fight, bearing eaft by compafs, eight leagues dif
tanto This initance will, I truft, be not the only 

one I iliall be able to adduce, to proye the utility 
of 
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of the lunar method of finding the longitude, and 
the very great importance that fuch information 
mufr be of to every fea officer. 

At this feafon of the year, the boifrerous wea
tHer and the prevailing winds from theN. W. 
rendering Table Bay not only exceHively unplca
{ant but infecure, our courfe was directed to 
Falfe Bay. At noon, the oMen-ed latitude was 
34° 26' fouth, the Cape of Good Hope then bear
ing E. N. E. nie or fix miles diitant. This pro
montory, and the dangerous rocks that lie in ib 
neighbourhood, we paired, and frood into Falfe 
Bay, where in the evening, the weather falling 
calm, we anchored in 40 fathoms water; the 
Cape bearing weft by compaf~, ten miles diftant; 
Simon s Bay N. N.\V- and the Falfe Cape S. E.; 
in this fituation the chronometer fhewed the lon
gitude to be 1 8? 52/ 45/1, making an error, or va-: 
riation in its rate of going, as afcertained at Portf
mouth, of lS' 3d' equal to I' 14/1 of time fince 

the firft day elf March; which will, without 
doubt, be received and confidered as being very 
correct; it al{o corrcfponded with my obferva
tions, and what on that fubject I had noticed on 
the l:.::th of June. 

Our paifage through the Atlantic Ocean being 
thus :lccompli{hcd, it becomes requifite, in com
pliance \vith the method propofed in the intro
dU('tion for correcting the errors of navigation, to 

hayC~ 
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have fome retrofpect to this paifage, efpecially 
fince paffing the Cape de Verd iflands. 

From the Wand of St. Antonio, until we had 
croifed the latitude of cape St. Augufi:ine, we 
were materially affected by currents; and be
tween the latitude of 6° north and the equator, 
fhong riplings were confpicuous on the furface of 
the fca. Thefe currents, contrary to the general 
opinion, fcem to poifefs no regularity, as \ve 
found ourfelves, day after day, driven in direc
tions very contrary to our expectations from the 
impulfe we had experienced on the former day, 
and by no mean; attended with that periodical 
uniformity, pointed out by Mr. Nicholfon in his 
lately revifed and corrected Indian directory, pub
lifhed in the year I 787. On the contrary, in
ftead of the currents at this {eafon of the year, 
agreeably to his hypothefis, Fetting to the north
ward, the mofi: prevailing ilream we experienced 
ret to the fouth, and more in a fouth-eailern than 
a fouth-wefi:ern direction. This very able ma
riner, fi:ill wedded to formerly adopted opinions, 
fi:rongly recommends the variation of the com
pafs as a means for afcertaining the longitude at 
{e~: yet, had we been no better provided, \VC 

might have fearched for the Cape ot Good Hope 
agreeably with his propofitions, to little effe<.9: : 
[Dr when we were in latitude 35 0 7' routh, with 

20° 16' weft variation, we had only reached the 
longitude 
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longitude of 6° 30' eaft; and again, when in la
titude 35° 22' fouth, with 22° 71 weft variation, 
we had only advanced to the longitude of 11°'25' 

eait, initead of being, according to Mr. Nichol
{on's hypothdis, in the firit initance nearly under 
the meridian of the cape of Good Hope, and in 
the fecond, under that of cape Aguilas; and it 
was not until we had near 260 of weil variation, 
that we approached the meridian of the Cape of 
Good Hope. The obfervations for the variation 
were made with the greatefi: care and attention; 
and though generally confidered as very correct, 
they differed from one to thret and fometimes 
four degrees, not only when made by different 
compa1I'es placed in different fituations on board, 
and the !hip on different tacks, but by the fame 
rompafs in the fame fituation, made at moderate 
intervals of time; the difference in the refuits of 
{nch obfervations, at the fame time, not preferv
iug the leafi: degree of uniformity. Hence the 
,,{fertioD amounts nearly to an abfUl"dity, which 
frates, " that with 20° to 20° 10', lor 20° 30' 

.. weihvardly variation, you will be certain" of 
fuch and fuch longitude; and it is greatly to be 
apprehended, that navigators whQ rely on {uch 
means for afcertaining their fituation in the ocean, 
will render themfclves liable to errors that may 
be attended with the moft fatal con{equences, 
Other methods are, I trufi:, in a fair train for ac-

complifhing 
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complifhing this defirable objeCt; and I yet hope 
to fee the period arrive, when every fea-faring 
perfon capable of ufing a quadrant, will, on due 
infrruCl:ion, be enabled by lunar obfervations to 
determine his longitude at fea. It has been al
ready obferved, that fuch information may be, ac
quired with eafe, and without laborious frudyor 
tedious application; this was furthet warranted 
by our example on board the Difcovery; where, 
on our departure from England, Mr. Whidbey 
and myfeIf could be confidered as the only pro
ficients in this branch of fcience; but now, 
amongfr the officers and gentlemen of the quar
ter deck, there were feveral capable of ,afcertain
ing their fituation in the ocean, with every de
gree of accuracy neceifary for all the important 
purpofes"of navigation. 

With a light fouthwardly breeze in the morn
ing of Sunday the loth, we weighed anchor, 
and with the affifrance of our boats a-head, tow
ing the {hip, we reached Simon's bay at about 
feven in the evening, where we anchored in 
twelve fathoms water; Falfe cape bearing by 

, compafs in a line with the fouth point of the 
bay, S. 37 E. Noah's ark, ,S. 51 E. the Roman 
rocks, S. 86 E. and the flag-flaff on the battery, 
S. 8g W. about a quarter of a mile from the 

fuore. 
The day before a brig was feell in thore of us, 

which 
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which was fuppored to be the Chatham; hut all 
the private fignal was not acknowledged by her; 
we concluded ourfelves mifraken. Out firfi con
jectures, however, proved to be right, as Mr. 
Broughton now informed me the lignal had ef
caped their attention. Since we had ieparated, 
the Difcovery had outfailed her confort only the 
night's run; the Chatham not having hauled her 
wind or fhortened fail.on :Friday night, the was 
the next morning within the fame difrance of 
the land as the Difcovery. Nothing had occur
red during this reparation worthy of notice. I 
was made exceffivdy happy to underfrand from 
Mr. Broughton, that the officers and crew of the 
Chatham, like thofe of the Difcovery, were in 
general very healthy. Bdide the Chatham, we 

Jound here his Majefry's fhip the Gorgon; the 
Warren Haftings, and Earl Fitzwilliam India
men from Bengal; two port Jackfon tranfports 
from Chit~a bound home; three with convicts 
bound to port J ackfon; two American, and fome 
Dutch and Daniili merchant fhips; the total 
amounting to fcventcen fail in the bay. 

In the morning of Monday the] 1 th, an of
ficer was fent on fhore to acquaint the rdident 
commandant of the port, Mr. Brandt, of our ar
rival, and to req ueft his permiffion to procure
fuch reti-dhments and flores as our wants now 
demanded, and to erea our obfervatory and fuch 

tents 



] 791.] ROUND THE WORLD. III 

tents on fuore as might be requifite for carrying 
into execution the neceifary refitment of the vef
{els; with all which Mr. Brandt very politely 
complied; and, on the return of the officer, the 
garri!on was {;{luted with eleven guns; which 
compliment being • equally returned, attended by 
Mr. Broughton and fome of the officers, I waited 
on Mr. Brandt, who received us with the great
eft politene{; and hofpitality, the well known 
charaderiftics of that gentleman. Having, on a 

former occafion, benefited by his g(;'od offices in 
the excellency of the fupplies provided for the 
Refolution and Difcovery, I concerted meafures 
with him, on the prefent, for the like purpofe. 
:Mr. Brandt undertook, in conjundion with Mr. 
De Wit, of Cape Town, to fee all our neceffities 
provided for with the beft of the feveral commo
dities the country afforded. The Difcovery's 
bowfprit, being found infinitely too weak, was 

taken out in order to be ftrengthened by one of 
the fiilies we had on board; the whole of the 
head railing, having been waf11ed away, was to. 
be replaced; the veifels wanting caulking fore 
'fmd aft; the rigging, overhauling; caiks to be 
fet up for recdving provillons and water; the 
{ails repairing, and fev-eral materially altering; 
the powder airing; and the ikicls and booms 
,railing, for the better enabling of the peol;1e to 

work upon deck; the fhip pro ring f\lfficiently 
ftitf 
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ftiff to aJmit of fuch accommodation. Artificerg 

were hired to affiH our own in thefe feveral du· 
ties; which being in a fiate of forwardnefs by 
the 14th, Mr. Br01.:ghton and myfelf paid our 
refpects to Mr. Rhenias, the acting governor at 
Cape Town, with the further view of infpecting 
the ttores and provifions, the m~j()r part of which 
were to come {rom thence. Four of our {ea· 
men, whofe confiitutions feemed unequal to the 
{ervice in which they had engaged, and whom I 
had now an.opportunity of replacing, were rent 
on board the \Varren Hafiings; and, with her, 
on Monday the 18th, failed for England. 

All our fiores and provifions being forwarded 
from Cape Town by Friday the 5th of Auguil:, 
we took leave of the governor and our Cape 
friends, from whom we had experienced the 
moil: attentive civility; and having conwleted 
fuch obfuvatiolls as were wanted, the obfervatory 
with the infrruments were, on Tuefday the gth, 
fent on board. 

By Thurfday the 11 th, all our tranfactions 
were finijhed with the fhore; having obtained 
for each veifel a fupply of proviiions, which com" 
plet:ed our frock for eighteen months at full al. 
]owance, • and a due proportion of flares for the 
like period. I took on board alfo feven ewes 
and fix rams; an atrortthent of garden feeds, vine 
cuttings, and other plants that were likely to 

grow, 
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grow, and prove valuable acquiGtions to our 
friends in the South-Sea iilands. As I intended 
putting to rea the next day, we were buGly em~ 
.played in preparing the fhip for that purpofe, 
which, on the morning of Friday the 12th, we 
attempted; but the wind illifting to the S. S. E. 
permitted our taking only a more outfide birth for 
the better convenience of failing when the wind 
fhould .prove more favorable. 

It is ouitomary at the Cape of Good Hope for fa 
many of the officers as can con venien tl y be fpared 
to take up their refidence on i1lOre. In this re~ 
{pect I had conformed to old practices, but was 
exceffively mdrtified, at my return on board, to 
find that {everal of our people had, within a few 
days., b<;come indifpofed with a dyientery, which 
at firft feemed of little importance, but had now 
put on a very ferious appearance; and fame of 
the patients were extremely ill. The caufe of 
this unfortunate malady it was hard to afcertain: 
the crew had not been fubject to inebriety; their 
proviGons had been of the beft quality, and mort 
wholefome nature; and every precaution had 
been taken to prevent thei{fleeping on deck, or 
expofing themfelves to the dewar night air. No 
neglect of the falutary meafures generally ob
ferved, or individual indifcretion of any fort foem
cd to have produced this lamentable vifitation, 
w ho{e contagious influ~nce {utrered no one to 

VOL. 1. H efcape 
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efcape uuattacked; although myfdf and officers 
did not feel its effeCts fa violently as they were 
experienced by the people. The fame diforder 
had not only appeared on board the Chatham, 
and the tranfports bound to port Jackfon', but on 
iliore; and at length it was attributed to a large 
Dutch 111ip lately arrived from Batavia, tram 
which many mer had been fent on iliore to the 
hofpital very ill, and dying with that and othel" 
infectious diforders. The furgeon of the bifco
very was feizedin a very {udden and ungular 
manner, and reduced to an extreme Rate of de
lirium, witkout anyother fymptoms which indi
cated fe;'er.,:!,,; 

To per[Cihs, utuated as we were, on the eve of 
quitting the civilized world, and deRitqte of aU 
help and refources; but fuch as we carried with 
us, {uch a calamity was of the moil: {erious and 
diiheffing nature; and was not only [everely felt 
at the moment, but tended to deRroy the good 
effects we had every reafon to expeCt from the 
,very excellent and abundant {upply of refre{h .. 
ments the Cape had afforded. I now became 
exceffive1yanxious to get to rea, leR the Bata
vian fuip iliould communicate any other diforder, 
or a worfe fpecies of that with which we were 
already attacked. This earneR deure, a S. E. 
wind and calms prevented our accomplifhing 
untiL \,y ednefday the 17th, when, about noon, 

a light 
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a light breeze {pringing up from the N. W. we 
failed, in company with the Chatham, out of 
Simon's bay, and faluted the garrifon with eleven 
guns, which were equally returned. 

Few of our tranfactiom, whilil at our IqJl {boo 
tion, appeared worthy of recording excepting the 
occurrences at the obfervatory, where I did not 
think any obferyations were at all neceifary for 
afeertaining the longitude; as that muft have 
been accurately determined long ago by perfons 
of greater information and fuperior abilities. The 
latitude; the rate and error of the chronometer; 
and the variation and dip of the magnetic needle, 
were the principal objects that occupied our at
tention. The fonner would not have attracted 
much of my notice, had it not appeared by the 
firft day's obfervations, that a very material dif .. 
ference exifted between the latitude {hewn by 
my obfervations, and the latitude of Simon's bay 
as ftated by Captain King in the 3d vol. of Cook's 
Voyage to the Northern Hemifphere, where, in 
page 484, it is faid that" the latitude of the an .. 
" chorage place in Simon's bay is, by obfervation, 
" 3.10 20/ fouth." This, however, is moft pro
bably an error of the prefs, iince, immediately 
afterwards, we find the Cape point is faid to be 
in MO 23/ {outh; which point is at leaft 12 or 
.13 miles to· the {outhward of Simon's bay. Our 
obfervatory was iituated near the {outh point of 

H 2 this 
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this bay, and its latitu,de, deduced from 26 me'" 
ridional altitudes of the fun and frars, was 34° II' 

40"; this, 'On allowing the difrance to the Cape 
point, will be ,nearly found to agree with its Ja~ 

titude; which was further confirmed by our ob~ 
fervations on paffing it the day we entered Falfe 

bay. 
By the firll obfervations, made on fhore, the 

chronometer fhewed the longitude to be 18° 39' 

45", which was 17/ -15" to the eafrward of the 
truth, and correfponded with what has been 
frated before, that it was not gaining at the rate 
we had allowed: further obfervations, however! 
demonfrrated that, although it might have been 
gaining lefs during the pail age, it was now evi
dently gaining on its Portfmouth rate; and was 

found on the 8th of Auguft at noon, to be faft of 
mean time at Greenwich, 17' 4g" 6"', and gain~ 
ing on mean time at the rate of g" 28/11 per day. 
Mr. Arnold's chro~ometer was found to have 
gone but indifferently on board the Chatham; 

and, at the obfervatory, it was faft of mean time 
at Greenwich 1 hIS' 4811 {j'II, and gaining on mean 

time at the rate of 1611 1111/ 8"" per day. The 
variation of the magnetic needle, taken at the 
obferyatory by our ditFerent compailes and cards~ 

in twenty {ets of azimuths, varied from 24° 3' to 

Zr ·48'; the mean refult being 25° 40' wefr va~ 
riation. 

The 
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The vertical inclination of the fouth point of 
the magnetic needle was obfened to be 

Marked end North, face Eafi, -is(} 30' 

Ditto North, bet:: Wefi, 
Ditto South, face Eafi, 
Ditto South, face Weft, 

Mean inclination of the fouth 
point of the dipping needle 

·18 20 

48 'lO 

48 30 

---.-. 

48 30 

N. B. The longitude throughout the voyage, 
and until our arrival at St. Helena, on our re
turn to Europe, will be reckoned eafl:ward. 

The latitude inferted in the following chapters, 
and until the 13th of February, 1792, when it 
will be otherwife difl:inguiihed, is to be received, 
and coniidered as fouth latitude. 

The poiitive or relative iituations of all coafls, 
capes, promontories, if1ands, rocks, fands, break
ers, bays, ports, &c. &c. will hereafter be fl:ated 
as true, or by the "World; and thofe bearings which 
will be taken from any local iituation, whether 
on board the veifels, or in the boats, will be in .. 

f<;rted according to compafs, and be fo cxprdfed. 

H3 CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER II. 

Departurefrom Fa!fe Bay-Death of Neil Coil by 
the Fllfx-Proceed towards the Coqflof New 
Holland--Difcover King George the Thil'd's 
Sound-Tr01ifaCfions there-Leave King George 
the Thira s Sound-Departure from the Soutlt~ 
'LVd1 Co# of New Holland. 

T HE nature of our voyage rendering eyery 
precaution neceifary to prevent, as far as. 

was poffible, a feparation of the veifels, Mr. 
Broughton, in cafe of parting company, was pro

vided with a lift of rendezvous; and, the better 
.to infure our rejoining, I now deemed it expe
dient that he ihould be furniihed with a copy of 
my infrructions, and the route I intended to pur
fue; together with ample directions, that, in, 
the event of a total feparation, he might be en
abled to carry the objects of the expedition into 
execution. 

Although our fray at the Cape had far exceeded 
my expectations, yet I did not abandon the de

iign of vifiting the S. W. part of New Holland. 

The feafon would probably be too far advanced 
for acquiring fo much information as I could 

have 
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have wi{hed, yet there itill remained a fair prof
pect of obtaining fome intelligence, which would 
render the taik Ids difficult to thofe, w hofe par
ticular object it might hereafter be to explore 
that country. I therefore on failing out of Falfe 
bay, appointed our next rendezvous oft: what 
in the charts is called Lyon's Land, in about 
the 35th degree of fouth latitude-in cafe of fe
paration to cruife there two days; and, not 
meeting wit~ the Difcovery, then to proceed 
agreeably to other ihftructions. 

The Albem~i-le, Admiral Barrington, and Bri. 
tannia tranfports bound to port J ackfon, followed 
us out of the bay: of thefe {hips, as well as of 
the African coait, we took leave in the even
ing, and directed our courfe to the fouthward. 
During the night, the wind veered to the N. W. 
and blew fo hard a gale that we were obliged to 
double reef the topfails and take in the forefail, 
as the Chatham was a great d'iftance aftern; and 
not being in fight at day-break, we hauled to the 
wind: about feven {he was fcen to the weft ward, 

and, having joined company, we iteered to the 
S. S. E. together. The N. W. wind gradually 
increafed, attended with violent fqualls and heavy 
rain, until Saturday the 20th, when it became 
a perfect itorm, obliging us to itrike the top gal
lant mClits, and reducing us to the forefaiI, which 
we were neceflitated to carry, though under. great 

H -'! appre-
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apprehenfion of its being blov.-n to pieces, in or

der that we might reach a more temperate re-: 
gion. The fea ran exceffively high, and the 
wind in violent flurries raifed the fpray into a kind 
of fog, or mift, v"hich at intervals was quite faIt, 
when not mixed with the fhowers of rain, which 
were frequent, and very heavy: in one of there 
we again loft fight of the Chatham, and feeing 
nothing of her on its clearing away, the forefail 
was furled, and the fbip brought to, under the 
florm ftayfails. In this fituation, the Difcovery 
proved much eafier and drier than we had reafon, 
to exped:, as fbe was now extremdy deep with 
Hores and provifions. At this time, we were vi~ 
fited by many albatroires, and an innumerable 
variety of birds of the petrel tribe. About noon 
on Sunday the 2 J it our confort was again in fight, 
and on her joining company, we refumed OU( 

courfe to the S. E. under the forefail. This 
very boifterous weather, accompanied with much 
thunder and lightning, continued with intermif
f.ons fufficicnt only to tempt our fpreading fame 
additional canvas, (which was fcarcely unfurled 
before it was again neceirary to take it in) until 
Monday the 22d; when it fo far moderated as 
to permit the c10fe reefed top fails to l;>e kept fet. 
In the afternoon, we paired the Albemarle and 
Admiral Barrington. The fight of thefe vdIds 
was very grateful to <;mr feelings, particularly of 

the 
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the latter, which we had underfrood was an old 
debilitatcd fbip, for whofe fafety during the late 
violcnt fiormy weather we had been greatly ap
prehenfive. Thc wind, in the morning of Tuef:.. 
day the 23d, being moderatc, the top-gallant, 
and fiudding-fails werc fet; thc wcathcr, how
evcr, was unfettled, with fbowers of hail and rain; 
and a heavy irregular {well rolled at the fame 
time from the northward and {outh wefi. In 
thc intcrvals of finc weather, I got {omc lunar 
obfervations which fbewed the longitude at noon 
to be 31 0 55/; the chronometer by the Portf
mouth rate 3 J 029/; by the Cape rate 31 0 42/; 

the latitude 390 81
• Many whales were now 

playing about the fbip, but a lefs number of 

pceanic birds attended us than ufua!' 
The wcather being tolerably fair on W·cdncf

day thc 2.ith, cnablcd mc to make fame further 
lunar obfervations. Thc mean refult of thefe, 

and thofe takcn the preceding day brought for

ward by the chronomc:ter, ihewed the longitude at 
noon to be 340 13/. By this expreffion is to be 

underfrood the fpacc eafi or wefr, whieh the fbip 
may have paffed over in thc interval of time be
twcen thc taking onc fct of lunar obfervations 

and that of ,mother; thc extent of which fpace 
is afccrtained, not according to the vague mode 
~f the fbip's run, as appears by the log, but from 
the difiance {hewn by the (:hronometcr; whercby 

the 
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therefult of many obfervations made in different 

fituations are reduced to anyone particular point. 
The chronometer at this time, by the Portf· 
mouth rate, fhewed 3~0 501

, by the Cape rate 
34° 5', the latitude 3go 28', and the longitude 
by account 36° 17' . The weather continued yery 
changeable; but the wind being gentle in the 
northern quarter afforded an opportunity of fend
ing on board the Chatham, whence we under· 
flood that, in confequence of a violentJea hav
ing ftove in the midf11ip ftem window on the 
morning of the 20th, it had been neceifary to 
bring to ::mtil that damage was repaired. 

The wind frefuened, attended with frequent 
{qualls, on Friday the 26th; when, having reached 
latitude 39°45' , longitude 37° 53', we were able 
for the firft time {ince our departure from the 
Cape to obferve the variation; which, by the 
mean rdult of two compaiTes, differing from 
32° 53' to 35° 5', was found to be 32° 59' weft
wardly. In the fpace we were now approaching; 
namely, between the meridians of 38° 33' and 
43° ,171 eaft longitude, and the parallels of 34° 24', 

and 38° 20' fouth latitude, feven different fhoals 
• are faid to exifr. To acquire fome information 

refpeCl:ing a circumftance fo interefring to navi
gation, I had held this fouthwardly courte; but 
the vcry frormy weather we had lately contended 
with, and the ap,pea.rancc; of ~ts again returning. 

rendered 
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rendered a fearch for thefe ihoals not altogether 
prudent. To attempt the examination of the 
whole fpace I confidered as not more necefTary 
than difcreet; but fince in the event of their ex
ifrence, it was highly probably they would be 
found connected, I was induced to ihape a courfe 
fo as to fall in with the fouth-eailernmofr, faid 
to lie in latitude 3RO 201

, longitude 43° 43', which 
had been reported to have been it-:en by feveral 
Dutch veffels. On Sunday the 28th, in lati
tude 38° 5111

, longitude _120 30', the wind at '''l. 
S. W. increaiing with great violence obliged me 
to defifr from this enquiry:, and for our own 
{arety, in the event of thefe ihoals having exif
tence, to hawl to the S. E. The gale foon be
came a frorm, attended with heavy [qualls, hail, 
rain, and a moil tremendous fea from the wefr
ward and S. W. which made it neceffary to {hike 

the top-gallant mails, and reduced us to the fore
fail; which, with great apprehenfion of lofing it, 
we were obliged to carry in order to pars clear of 
the fpace afiigned to thefe hidden dangers. It is, 
however, worthy of remark, that, notwithfrand
ing our courfe was directed fo wide of the allot
ted {pot, we certainly paffed it at no gre3t dif· 
tance in the night, ;-;s by our obfervations the 
next day, Monday the 2gth, inilead of making 
fourteen miles fouthing, which the redoning 
gave, we found ourfe!ves twelve miles to the 

north 
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north of the latitude we were in the preceding 
day, the longitude 45° 4'. vVhether this diffe~ 
renee is to be afcribed to any current produced 
by the interruption thefe fnoals may give to the 
oceani.c waters, when pretfcd eaitwardly by the 
prevailing wdl:wardly winds, or to the bad itecr
age of the ihip, cannot be poiitivcly determined; 
but as the Chatham fteered preci{e1y the fame 
courfe, the inference feems rather favorable to 
our having been influenced by a current acca
fioned probably by the exiil:ence of {uch fboals·. 
On the violence of the itorm abating, we made 
faiI and refumed our eaitwardly courfe, intending 
to pars in fight of the iiIands of St. Paul and Am
flerdam. During the gale we were viiited by a 
great number of the various kinds of oceanic 
birds; yet thefe by no means {eemed to indicate 
the vicinity of land or ihoals, fince they are con
ftantly met with thro4ghout the {outhem ocean. 

The weather that fucceeded this fiorm being 
delightfully pleafant, aUended with a fmooth 
fea, and a gentle gale between the north and 
N. E. made me regret that we had not experi
enced this favorable change {omewhat earlier, as 
it would probably have enabled us to have ac
quired rome fatisfa8:ory in*orma~iQn as to the ex
ifl:ence of the iI10als in quefriQn; but having now 
no leifure for this inquiry, I was obliged to rcit 

contented with having ey.erted Qur fruitlds. en., 

deavou{s, 
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deavours- in the attempt, and ~mbraced this va

luable opportunity of getting ouHdves and :!hip 

clean, dry, and comfortable; which iince our 

leaving the land had been very ill effeRed. 

The flux frill continued amongfr us, and fome 

of our patients were yet very much indifpofed; 
we however were in hopes that the prefent fair 

weather would foon refrore to us the bleffings of 
health. Some good obfervations were procured 
in the courfe of this day, Tuefday the 30th, and 
oftne'prec.edtng day with our different compaf

{es: thofe taken on the 31ll differed from 30° 45 f 

to 35° 45'; and thofe on Thurfday the firfr of 

September from 30° 58' to 35°;'; the mean re

fuit of fev<;n fets of azimuths was 32° 47' wefr
ward!y variation; the latitude at noon 3S0 19f, 

and the longitude 5 J ° 21'. We were not long 

indulged with a continuance of the fine weather: 

the wind gradually veered to the N. V\r and 
weilward, and increafed to a {refh gale; which, 

however, did not reduce us below the top-fails; 

although the weather b0re a very threatening ap

pearance; the 1ky was obfcured with dark gloomy 
clouds, from which fome rain fell; yet the fea 

was fmooth, and the weather altogether was in

finitely more pIeafElllt than we had lately expe
rienced. 

At noon on Sunday the 4th, in latitude 38° 6', 
longitude 61 0 36', the; firft feal we bad feen iince 

our 
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our departure from the Cape amufed itfelf in 
playing about the {hip for fome time; but our 

companions, the oceanic birds, had not lately 
been very numerous; thefe vifitors were mofrly 
pintadoes, and other fmall birds of the petrel 

tribe. ;0 I 

Four fets of lunar obfervations were obtained 
on Monday the 5th, which {hewed the longi
tude to be 6-1" 140' 40"; the chronometer by the 
Portfmouth rate 63" 46', and by the. Cape rate 
64° lO', the latitude 37" 52'. The-variationon 
TVVednefday the 7th, in latitude 31:3° 15' and lon
gitude 69° 331, was obferved to be 25° 52/ weil:
wardly. The fame gloomy weather continued 
with a frefh gale at N. N. W. In the night we 
had the misfortune to lofe Neil Coil, one of the 
marines, who fell a facrifice to the baneful ef~ 
feds of the flux caught at the Cape, which at
tacb:d him with much greater violence than any 
other perron on board. He was an exceedingly 
good man; his 10fs \vas fenfibly felt, and much 
regretted. In addition tQ this calamity, difafrers 
of the fame nature feemed not likely to termi
nate: another of our people, who had futtered 
very fnerely by this dreadful contagion, but who 
was fo much recovered as to be nearly equal to 
his duty, was fo affeCled by this poor fellow's 
diffolution, thrrt he relapfcd with very unfavor
able fymptoms. Our cOl1vale[cents were frill 

numerous; 
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JIlumerous; and the work of death having com
menced, we knew not where it might end, or 
where we could recruit the firength which we 
might thus lofe; our whole complement being 
{carcdy equal, when in the highefi health, to the 
fervice we had to perform. One reflec9:ion was, 
however, highly h'ltisfatl:ory; that, in point of 
comfort, and profefiional afiifiance, no one thing 
within our power to fupply, had been omitted 
for th€: prefent relief of the difirefs, or for the 
prevention of any melancholy confequences in 
future; and we trufied, with the Divine blefiing, 
and a fieady adherence to the condua, which 
we had obferved, finally to fubdue and extirpate 
this dreadful malady. 

In the evening of Thurfday the 8th I took 
fame lunar difiances with the fiar Antares, which, 
with thofe taken on the 5th, fhewed the longi
tude by their mean refult, to be 73 0 44' ; the chro
nometer by the Portfmouth rate 73 0 11, and by 
the Cape rate 73 0 2i; the latitude 380 451

, and 
the variation 23° 361 wefiwardly. 

The next evening, agreeably to our reckoning, 
we were pafiing between the iflands of St. Paul 
and Amfierdam, difiant from the latter about 
fil'e or fix leagues. The weather was thick and 
rainy, yet I continued to hope that a favorable 
interval would enable us to fee one or both of 
there Wands, having fieered this eafiwardly courfe 

with 
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with a willi to correct an error that appears in 
Captain Cook's charts of the fouthern hemi
fphere. In there the ifland of St. Paul is laid down 

in the latitude of 3 r 5r/, correfponding with 
the fituation afiigned to it in the requifite tables; 
and to the north of this iiland, in about the lati
tude of 36° 40' is placed another called the ifland 
of Am!terdam: now the ifland which Mr. Cox 
in the Mercury !topped at, and called Amfl:er
dam, is in fight of and fituated 17 leagues to 
the jOztth of the iiland of St. Paul. Captain 
Bligh, in the Bounty, al{o raw the {arne iiland, 
arid allots to. it nearly the {arne {ituation as does 

Mr. Cox. For there rea(ons, if there be an iiland 
to the north of St. Paul, in latitude 3()" -lOf, there 
mufl: be three infl:ead of two of thefe iflands, 
which I believe has never been underfl:ood to be 
the fact. The weather, however, precluded my 

forming a jufl: opinion as to this point, which I 
full y intended to afcertain, could we have feen 
either of the iOands; but the rain and haze con
tinuing to obfcure every object at the diftance of 
two leagues, we perceived no indication of the 
vicinity of land, notwithftanding the immen{~ 

number of whales and {eals which are {aid to fre
quent thefe iilands. Of the latter we did not 
fee any, and of the former but one; which was 
the only whale we had obferved £Ince that men

tioned on the 23d of laft month. From hence 

towards 
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towards the coait of ~ew Holland, our courfe 

was directed between the tracks of Dampier and 
M. Marion, over a fpace, I believe, hitherto un

frequented. In this route, affiited by a fine gale 
between north and W. N. W. we made great 
progrefs, fo that our obferved latitude on Sunday 

the 18th was 36" 4g', longitude 1030 48': for 
fome days pait we had experienced a very heavy 
{well from the S. W. though the wind prevailed 
from the northward. 

The fituation of that part of New Holland for 
which we were now iteering, being ill defined, 
and a probability exiiting that banks might ex
tend a confiderable diitance into the ocean, we 

tried, but gained no foundings with 180 fathoms 
of line. On Monday the 1 gth, in latitude 36° 

45', longitude 105° 47/, the variation was obferv

cd to be 14° 10' we11wardly. The wind at N. 
N. E. attended with heavy fqualls and rain, in
created with fuch violence, as to oblige us to 

ftrike the top-gallant maits, and to furl the top
{ails. The pintado birds that, for fome days pail:, 

had nearly dif,1ppeared, again vifited the £hip, 
accompanied by a great variety of the petrel 
tribe, with fome albatroifes; and it now feemed 

evident, that the appearance of d~efe inhabitants 
of the ocean, was increafed in point of numbers 
and in variety, in proportion to the violence of 

the wind; as in moderate weather few only were 
VOL. 1. I vifible. 
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yifi.ble. \Ve continued to try for foundings at 
certain intervals, but did not reach bottom at 
the depth of ] 80 fathoms. The wind at W. S. 
W. blew a {hong gale, and the night of Tuefday 
the 20th being dark and fquaIly, we hauled to 
the wind, and plied; left the land, which is re
prefented as very low, or {hoals, might be nearer 
than we expected; at day-break we again re
fumed our eaftwardly courfe, obferving every 
night the like precautions. 

In the morning of Friday the 23d, conceiving 
that the land could not be at any great difrance, 
and that the coaft might lie to the north of the 
courfe we were fteering, the Chatham's fignal 
was made to look out on the larboard beam. The 
wind from the weft ward blew a ftrong gale, ac
companied with a very heavy fea; but the fry 
being clear, permitted me to obtain fome good 
lunar obfervations, which, with thofe taken on 
the ::: 1 ft, ihewed the longitude at noon to be 
11-4° 14'; the chronometer, by the Portfmouth 
rate 1130 32', by the Cape rate 113° 55' , the la
titude 3r.° 7'. Soon after mid-day, the wind at 
W. S.W. in'creafed to a very heavy gale; and 
not choofing, under fuch circumftances, to make 
too free with a coaft entirely unexplored; we 
hauled the wind to the fouthward, under the 
forefail and ftorm ftayfaiIs. Towatds fun-fet, 
land was {aid to be {\ten from the maft-head to 

the 
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the E. N. E. and, although this was not abfo· 
lutely certain, yet it was extremely probable, as 
we had pafTed feveral leagues over the fpace af· 
figned to Lyon's Land in moil: of the maps. A 
prefs of fail was now carried in order to keep to 
the windward, having no bottom at the depth 
of 120 fathoms; in confequence of which, and 
a very heavy fea, the larboard fide of the head, 
with the bumkin, &c. was entirely torn away, 
On the gale's moderating the next morning, Sa.! 
turday the 24th, we frood to the north, in queil: 
of the land; but fome of the officers conceiving 
they faw land to the S. E. we hauled our wind 
again in that direction until noon, in latitude 35 0 

28', longitude 115 0 10', when, being difappoint
ed, we again frood to the north, under double 
reefed topfails, until eight in the evening: we 
then tacked to fpend the night, which bore, a 
very threatening appearance, over a fpace we 
were already acquainted with, and found bottom 
at 70 fathoms depth, compored of white fand, 
and broken fhells; the latitude at this time was 
340 51', thelongitude 1150 121. The very gloomy 
appearance of the night rendered our carrying a 
piefs of fail indifpenfably necefTary to pteferve an 
offing, as the foundings frrongly indicated thi:: 
land not to be difrant. During the night we did 
not reach the bottom with 100 fathoms of line; 
and the morning of Sunday the 25th; evinced 

12 OU( 
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our cOl~eClures refpeCling the weather not to be 
ill founded; as, about four 0' clock, the flings of 

the main yard were carried away; to replace 
which, we were compelled to furl all the fails on 
the main-mail; but, before this could -be ac
compliilied, the increafed violence of the fiorm 
obliged us to take in all our canvas but the fore
fail, to ilrike the top gallant mafis, and to get in 
the jib-boom and {prit-fail yard. In this iitua
tion we continued until towards fun-fet, when 
having no bottom with 1 J 0 fathoms of line, we 
frood to the N. W. under clofe-reefed topfai!s, 
in the full aifurance of meeting the land in that· 
direClion. In the courfe of the night, the gale 
gradually abated, and in the forenoon of the next 
day, Monday the 26th, the wind becoming per
feCl!y calm, an opportunity was afforded us of 
repairing the many damages which our rig~ing 
had fuilaincd io, .. the late boifierous weather. At 
noon the obferved latitude was 35° 23', the lon
gitude 115° 52'; in this iituation, foundings 
could not be gained at the depth of 220 fathoms. 
In the~afternoon a light breeze {prang uP,. from 
the northward, with which we ileered to the 
I1orth-eailward, and {oon difcovered land from 
the mait-head, bearing by compafs from N. E. to 

.?f.. 27 E. It feemed of a moderate height, re:-
. {embling in appearance the land in the Britifh 

Channel, and was fuppofed to JJe abou.t tel)..o! 

twelve 



1791.J IWUND THE WORLD. ]33 
twelve leagues diitant-No foundings with 120 
fathoms of line. The wind veering to the N. 
W- enabled us to iteer for the land, and having 
neared it about three leagues, it was {een from 
the deek bearing from N. 7 E. to N. 73 E. by 
compa{s; at which time, bottom was found at 
the depth of 65 fathoms, compo{ed of coarfe fand, 
and broken coral. The depth of water had, at 
eight in the evening, gradually decrea{ed to 50 
fathoms; when, having advanced about four 
miles nearer, we tacked and plied in order to pre
{erve our frtuation with the land until morning. 

By the refult of our {oundings during the 
night, 70 fathoms would {eem to be the edge of 
a bank about nine leagues from the fll0re, con
fifiing of fine {and, and broken iliells, correfpond
ing with the {oundings we had found on the 
24th; for had that depth of water been nearer in 
iliore, we could hardly have avoided feeing the 
}and before dark on that evening. 

At the dawning of day on the 27th, we made 
all {ail for the land, having a gentle gale from 
the N. W. with a {mooth rea and plea{ant wea
ther. The depth of water, as we pmcceded, 
gradually decrea{ed to 24 fathoms, with a bottom 
of coral, coarfe {and, and ilidls; about nine we 
were well in with the land, and bore away along 
the coafi:, keeping within a kague or two of the 
lhore; which by the compafs itretched from ~. 

Is H W. 
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44 W. to N. 81 E. and appeared nearly ihai-ght 
and compact, confii1:ing of freep rocky cliffs to 
the water's edge, interfper{ed with, here and 
there, fome fmall open fandy bays, and a few 
iilets and rocks, which extended near a mile from 
the main. The wei1:ernmofr land now in fight 
(being the northernmofr feen the preceding night) 
is remarkable for its high cliffs, falling perpendi
cularly into the fea; and if it be detached, which 
is by no means certain, is about a league in cir
cuit. It forms a confpicuous promontory, to 
which I gave the name of C1HE CHATHAl\I; in 
honor of that noble earl, who prefided at the 
Board of Admiralty on our departure from Eng
land. The land to the wefrward takes a direc
tion from cape Chatham N. 59 W. and the land 
to the eafrward S. 81 E. This Cape, by our ob
f~rvations is fituated in latitude 35° 3', and in 
1] 6: 35' 30" of longitude. 

The flux i1:ill continued to affect the health of 
fome in both veifels; and although the patients 
were daily affifred with frelli provifions, and 
might be confidered in a itate of recovery, yet 
they remained in a very debilitated and reduced 
condition. In the hope that a little recreation, 
from change of fcene and what the foil of this 
country might afford, would prove falutary to 
their enfeebled confritutions, I determined to put 
into the firfr port we "fhould be fo fortunat(as to 

difcover; 
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difcover; and, that an eligible utuation might 
not efcape our vigilance, we ranged the coait 
within three or four miles of its fuores, which 
are of moderate elevation, and may in general be 
deemed iteep and bold. The verdure on all the 
projecting points is removed to a confiderablc 
height on the rocks, whofe naked bafes {uffi
ciently prove how exceilively they are beaten by 
a turbulent ocean. The country, immediately 
along the rea fide, confiits of a range of dreary 
hills, producing little herbage, of a brownifh 
green hue, from a {oil that {eems principally 
compofed of white fand, through which protrude 
large maifes of white rock of various fize. and 
forms: thefe fingular protuberances on the fum
mits of many of the hills, itrongly refembled the 
remains of lofty edifices in ruin. The interior 
country afforded a more agreeable appearance, 
being p1eafantly interfperfed with hills and dales, 
and covered with lofty foreit trees of confiderable 
magnitude, which our glailes plainly diitinguifh
ed; though we could no where perceiv"e any 
{moke or other indication of the country being 
inhabited. Towards noon, the Chatham made 
the fignal for having difcovercd aport to the 
northward; into which they were directed to 
lead; but finding it only a !hallow bay, we {oon 
bore away along the coafr. . Our obferved lati
tude was 35° 8/, longitude 117° 6' 30". In this 

r.. fituation, 
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fituation, the coatt, by compafs, extended from 
N. 68 W. to S. 83 E. the neareft ihore bearing 
N.6 W. about a league diftant; in the morning 
the variation by our furveying compafs was ob
ferved to be 6° 30' weftwardly. The coaft we 
paRd along in the afternoon differed little from 
that noticed in the morning, but the inland 
country was not fufficiently elevated to be feen 
beyond the hills near the fea fide. At fix in the 
evening, a fmall detached iflet bore, by compafs, 
S. 87 E. the eafternmoft part of the main in 
fight N. 86 E. a projeCting point whence extends 
wefiward a long range of white clift.-s N. 76 E. 
the neareft ilion: N. 2~ E. difiant five miles; and 
the weftornmoft land in fight, the fame which 
forrpcd the eaftcrn extreme at noon, N. 45 W. 
The wind was very gentle with alternate <;:alms, 
and the weather, during the night, was mild and 
pleafant. In the morning of Wednefday the 
28th, we found our progrefs had been very flow 
along the coait, although our diftance from the 
iliore had increafed, with foundings from 40 to 
50 fathom$. vVehad again an opportunity of 
obferving the fun eclipfed, but were not fo fortu
nate as to notice its commencement, or greateft 
obfcuration; the end was however obferved by 
Mr. Whidbey to be at 10h 43/ 53/!, and by my
{elf 1 gh -! 3' 461/ apparent time; this was afcer

tained by aUf fextant tele{<;:ope, as recommended 

on 
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on a former occation. I much regretted that we 
had not gained a port on this coait, where, on 
ihore, we might have compared fuch obfen-a
tions with the refults from better initruments, 
which would have tended to eitablith the utility 
of the procers~ The latitude at this juncture 
was 350 25'. It was now proved, that the white 
cliffs feen the preceding night, formed the f<mth:.. 
ernmoit point of this _ part of the coait, which I 
diftinguiihed by the name of CUE HOWE, in 
honor of that noble earl. It is lltnated in lati-
tude 35° 17' , longitude 117 0 52'. The final! de
tached iflet lies from cape Howe S. 68 E. diitant 
three leagues. The land confide red on Tuefday 
night as the eaiternmofr part of the main now 
appeared to be an ifland, beyond which were feen 
a high rocky bluff point, and a high mountain 
forming the eaiternmofr land in fight. A light 
breeze from the N. N.W. permitted us to draw 
in with the coafr; which at noon bore hy com
paiS from N. 50 W. to N. 37 E. the high moun~ 
tain N. 35 E. to the eafrward of which, a round 
hummock, feemingly detached N. 52 E. the land 
appearing like an ifland from N. 1 G W. tD N. 
2--1 \tV. was now feen to comprehend a clutter of 
barren rocky illes, which being the nearefr land 
was about ten miles diitant; and the high rocky 
bluff point N. 8 E. In this fituation, the ob
{crved latitude W<iS 35° 22', longitude 1180 16'; 

which 
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which was eight miles further fauth, and eleven 

miles further eaa than the log fhewed. Many 
whales were playing about the ihip during the 
morning. The high mountain confpicuouily re
markable for its fuperior elevation above the 

neighbouring hills, I diftinguifhed, after my 
highly efteemed friend Sir Alan Gardner, by the 
name of MOUNT GARDNER; and the barren 
rocky c1ufrer of iDes, by the name of ECLIPSE 

ISLANDS. The weather was pleafant; and aided 
by a gentle breeze, a port, round the high rocky 
bluff point, foon prefented itfelt~ into which the 
Chatham was dired-cd to lead, and, by four. was 
iilfficiently advanced to determine on its eligi
bility. The weather by this time had becolI}e 
thick and rainy, with much thunder and light.: 
ning; but as the foundings continued reguJar,we 
fiood into the port, and paifed the high rocky 
bluff point in thirty fathoms water; dired-ing 
our conr'e clofe along its iliorc, which is a high 
and nearly rerpendicular cliff; the founding {ud
denly i1lOaJed to twelve fathoms, and gradually 
deer-eafed ".ftcrwards, until abreaft of the feeond 
white i~ndy heach; where we anchored in fix 
fathoms water, having a clear bottom of fine 
white fand. " 1, 

A continuation of the thick weather prevented 
our feeing about us until the morning of Thurf
day the 2gth; which being delightfully ferene 

and 
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and pleafant, difcovered our fituation to be very 
{nug and fecure in a (pacious found, open 13° of 
the compafs only to the [ea. The high rocky 
bluff point forming the S. W. extremity of the 
found, which, from its fmooth appearance, and 
being defl:itute of verdure, obtained the name 
BALD-HEAD, bore by compafs S. 85 E.; a high 
rocky iiland in the entrance, which, from its 
beaten appearance by its oppofition to the fea, 
and S. W. wind, obtained the name of BREAK.
SEA ISLAND, from N. 82 E. to N. 51) E.; 
Mount Gardner, N. 70 E.; another high 'iiland 
named MrcHAELMAS ISLAND, N. 62 E.; a 
fmall high iiland called SEAL ISLAND, being a 

great rdort ,of thofe animals, north; a low fiat 

rock, S. 75 W.; and to the N. \V. was an ex
tenfive white fandy beach; which promifing fuc
cds to the feine, a boat was difpatched with 
Lieutenant Puget on a fiibing party. After 
breakfafl:, accompanied by Mr. Broughton in the 
Chatham's cutter, Mr. Menzies, Mr. Whidbey, 
and myfelf, proceeded in the yawl, firfl: to attend 
the fuccefs of the fiihermen, and then to examine 
if the found would afford a more eligible fitua
tion than that which we now occupied. The 
feine was hauled on the third fandy beach from 
Bald-Head with little fuceds. A fl:ream of 
{reib water drained there through the beach, 
which, although nearly of the colour of brandy, 

was 
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was exceedingly well taited; by this itream was 

a clump of trees, fufficient to anf wer our prefent 
,vant of fue!' At the borders of this clump was 

found the mort miferable human habitation my 

"ycs ever behc1d, which had not long been de-
1erted by· its proprietor, as en its top was lying 
a freth 11(il1 of a fiih, commonly called leather 
jacket, and by its fide was the excrement of UJme 

carniyorous animal, apparently a dog. The ihapc 
of the dwelling was that of half a beehive, or a 
hive vertically divided into two egual parts, one 
of which formed the hut, in height about three 

feet, and in d~ameter about four feet and an half; 
it was however conHructed with fome degree of 
uniformity, with :flight twigs, of no greater {ub
fiance than thofe ufed for large baker's baikets = 

the horizontal and vertical twigs formed inter
vals from four to fix inches fquare, and the lat
ter fricking a few inches into the earth, were its 
fecurity, and fixed. it to the ground. This kind 
of baiket hut was covered with the bark of trees, 
and fmall green boughs; its back was oppofed 
to the N. 'vV. whence we concluded thofe to be 

the moftprevailing.winds; jufr within its front, 
which was open the whole of its diameter, a fire 
had been made, but excepting the ikin of the 
fiili before-mentioned, there were neither bones, 
fuclis, nor other indication on what its poor in

habitant had fubfifted. The reflections which 

naturally 
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naturally afofe on feeing {a miferable a contriv

ance for fhelter againfr the inclemency of fea

{ons, were humiliating in the highefr degree; 

as they {uggefred, in the frrongefr manner, the 

lowly condition of {orne of our fellow creatures, 

rendered yet more pitiable by the apparent {oli
tude and the melancholy afpec1: of the furround

ing country, which prefented little lefs than fa
mine and difrrefs. 

The fhores confifred either of freep naked 

rocks, or a milk-white barren {and, beyond which 
dreary boundary the furface of the ground feemed 

l=overed by a deadly green herbage, with here and 

there a few groveling fhrubs or dwarf trees {cat
tered at a great difrance from each other. This 
very unfavorable appearance may not, however, 
originate from the general frerility of the {oil, 

fince it was evident, {o far as we traver[ed the 

fides of the hills, that the vegetation had recently 

undergone the ad ion of fire; the largeR of the 

trees had been burnt, though ilightly; every / 
iluub had [orne of its branches completely char

red; and the plants lying clore to the ground had 
not e[caped without injury. Thus entertaining 

no very high opinion of the country, but in the 

hope of meeting with. {orne of the wretched in

habitants, we proceeded along the ihores of the 

found, to the northward, to a high ro<;:ky point, 

that obtained the name of POINT POSSESSION; 

and, 
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:md, on reaching its fummit, we gained an ex
cellent view of the found in all directions. When 
on board, we had fuppofed that the found branch
ed into three arms, but it now became evident 
that there were only two. One, immediately 
behind this point, which is alfo its fouthern point 
of entrance, extended in' a circular form, about 
a league acrofs, bounded by a country much re
:fcmbling that before defcribed, though produc
ing more trees, and with verdure of a livelier 
hue, and approaching nearer to the water's edge. 
The other, lying about three miles to the N. E. 
feemed almoft as fpacious, though its entrance 
appeared very narrow. The furrounding coun
try in its neighbourhood prefented a far more 
fertile and pleafing afpect. Nearly in the centre 
of that harbour was an iiland covered with the 
moil beautiful herbage; and infread of the naked 
rocks and barren fands that compofe the coaft of 
the found, the cliffs which bounded thefe fuores 
fccmed to be of a reddifh clay, and the general 
texture or character of the {oil appeared to be 
more favorable to the vegetable kingdom, as 
from the fummits of the hills to the water fide 
was feen a ftately and luxuriant foreft. 

The necdfary obfervations being made at this 
fiation, the Britifh colours were difplayed, and 
having drank his Majefty's health, accompanied 
by the ufual formalities on fuch occa,fions, we 

took 
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took poifeffion of the country from the land we 
faw north-wefiward of cape Chatham, fo far as 

we might explore its coafts, in the name of his 
prefent Majefiy, for him and for his heirs and 
fucceifors:' This port, the nrfi which we had 
difcovered, I honored with the name of KING 

GEORGE THE THIRD'S SOUND; and this day 
being the anniverfary of her Royal Highnefs 
Princefs Charlotte Augufta Matilda's birth, the 
harbour behind point Poireilion I called PRIN
CESS ROYAL HARBOUR; which with the found 
formed point Poifeilion into a peninfula, united 

to the main by a very narrow barren fandy beach. 
Here although we could not difcover the leafr 
trace of its having at any time been the refort of 
the natives, yet in every part where we firayed, 
were feen the [arne effects of nrc on all the ve

getable productions. 
The ceremony of taking poifcilion being nni!h

ed, we found a paifage, narrow and {hoal for fame 
difrance, into the north-eafiern harbour; where 
a bar was found to extend acro{s its entrance, 

on which there W:lS only three fathoms water. 
-\Vithin the harbour, the deep water [eemed to 

occupy fame {pace to the N. E. and N. W.; but 

the day was too far ad\"anced, to permit our 
making any particular examination. The ver
dant Wand covered with luxuriant gra(s and 

other vegetabJeg, terminated the extent of our 
rcfearches; 
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refearehes; and as the fituation of the vdlels 

{eemed as convenient as any other for procuring 

what the found might afford, I deter~ined to 

return on board, and lore no time in availing 
my(clf of the benefits it prefented. In our way 
out of this harbour, the boats grounded on a 
bank we had not before perceived; this was co
vered vvith oyiters of a mo:G: delicious flavour, au 

which we fumptuouily regaled; and, loading iu 
abot;t half an hour, the boats for our friends on 
board, we commemorated the difeovery by call
ing it OYSTER HARBOUR. 

In the morning of Friday the 30th, we began 
cutting wood and providing water, which fuffi

ciently employed all our healthy men; whilfr· 
thofe who were frill indifpo{ed were directed to 
amufe them(e!yes on -(hore. Finding, it practi
cable to place the ihip much nearer to the fpot 
whence the wood and water were procured, the 
next day, Saturday the 1 it of October, fhe was 
removed; and, by Sunday the 2d, we had made 
fuch progreiS, that the yawl could be fpared for 
the further examination of the found. In her r 
proceeded to Princefs Royal harbour, where, near 
a rocky cliff, on the S. W. fide, was found a [mall 

1halIow frream of excellent water. On tracing 
its meanders through a copfe it brought us to a 

deferted yillage of the natives, amidft the trees, 

on nearly a lerel [pot of ground, confifiing of 
about' 
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about two dozen miferable huts moiHy of the 
{arne fafhion and dimenfions, with that before 
defcribed, though no one of them {eemed fa re
cently eretl:ed. This village had probably been 
the refidence of what may in this country be ef
teemed a confiderable tribe; and the confrrutl:ion 
of it afforded us an opportunity of concluding, 
that however humble the i1:ate of their exifrence 
might be, they were not dei1:itute of difrintl:ions •. 
Two or three huts were larger, and differed in 
fhape from the refr, as if a couple were fixed clore 
to the fide of each other; but the parts which in 
that cafe would have cau(ed a (eparation, were 
removed, and the edges joined clofe,together, as 
defcribed in the plate, leaving the whole of their 
fronts open, and increaiing their diameter about 
one third more than the rei1:. Yet were they 
not an inch loftier, nor were they of greater ex
tent from the front to the back than the fingle 
one before-mentioned. Fires had been made in 
the fronts of all, but not recently; and, except
ing (orne branches of trees that (eemed to have 
peen lately broken down, there were not any 
figns of this place having been vifited for fame 
time; and although we were very indufrrious to 
a(certain the food on which the inhabitants of 
this village (ubfii1:ed, we frill remained iri igno
rance of it; as neither fuells, bones, nor any 
other reliCts, which might [erve as indications, 

VOL. I. . K could 
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could be found, notwithfranding this place had 
the appearance of a principal refort; for betides 

the habitations already mentioned, which were 

in pretty good repair, there were many others in 
different Hates of decay; This fpot was inter
feded with {evcral {maIl itreams of water, yet 
the fame marks of fire ,were evident on all the 
vegetable kingdom; although none of the huts 
{eemed to have been affected by it, which led me 
to fuppofe that this general fire was of a lefs re
cent date than at firfr I had imagined. Tn one 

of the larger huts, probably the retidence of a 
chief, towards which were {everal paths leading 

in different directions, fome beads, nails, knives, 
looking glaifes, and medals, were depofited as 
tokens of our friendly difpofltion, and to induce 
any of the natives, who might, unperceived by 

us, have been in the neighbourhood, to favour us 

with a "iut. Having gratified our curiofity, 
though at the expence of our feelings, in con
templating thefc very wretched and humiliating 
efforts of human ingenuity, we returned on board, 

and having by the morning of Tuefday the 4th, 

rcplenifhed our water, and taken eil board a fup

ply of firewood, Meifrs. Puget and Whidbey went 
to Oyfrer harbour, with three boats, for the pur
po{eof hauling the reine, and obtaining a quan
tity of thofe fhell nfh, previouily to our proceed
ing the fo;L wing morning to {ea. In this part of 

our 
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our plan, however; we were difappointed, as the 
wind which had blown a fready moderate breeze 
from the N. W. towards the evening blew a 
frrong gale from the S. E. with a heavy fwell, 
and prevented the return of the boats; "'at the 
fame time that the c10udinefs of the weather 
precluded me from making thofe lilnar obfcrva
tions, for the {ole purpofe of obtaIning which I 
had remained on board. I' ,d~ " 

The gale moderating the next mornirig, Wed
nefday the 5th, the boats returned, not kving 
been very fuccefsful with the feine, but bringing 
a fufficient fupply of oyfrers not only for our 
convalefcents, but for the affording alfo of two 
or three excellent meals for all hands. As the 
S. E. wind and a heavy fea in the offing prevent
ed our departure, Mr. Broughton was employed 
in examining the eafrern fide of the found from 
Oyfrer harbour to mount Gardner: this was 
found nearly a frraight and compact thore, on 
which Mr. Broughton landed in feveralplaces, 
where the fame effects of fire were evident, al
tHough there were not any traces of the natives 
or of their habitations to be difcovered. 

The like caufes of detenfion frill operating, on 
Friday the 7th, a party was made for the further 
examination of Oyfrer harbour, and by a little 
excurfion into the country on that fide to acquire 
fome information of its natural productions, and, 

K 2 if 
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.if pomble aHo, of the natives. After examining 
the channel as we proceeded to the upper part of 
the harbour, our attention was directed to {eve
tal large black {wans in very ftately attitudes 

-fwin;lrning on the water, and, when flying, dif
covering the under parts of their wings and breaft 
to be white: this is aU the" defcription we were 
enabled to give of them, {ince they were exce[
fively ihy, and we were indifferent markfmen. 
In the northern corner of the harbour, we landed 
near a rivulet navigable only for canoes and {mall 
boats. It meandered in a northern diredion be- ... 
tween the hills, which, opening to the eaft and 
weft, prcfented a {pacious plain with foreft trees 
occupying the banks of the rivulet, and the fides 
of the hills, even to their very fummits. We 
prodeeded about a league by the fide of the rivu
let, which flowed through {o dead a flat, that it£ 
m0tion was {carcdy perceptible, and -continued 
to be brackiili, although in its paff~ge it received 
{eveTal other {maller ftreams of moft 'excellent 
water. In it were an abundance of very fine fiih, 
and on its banks were many black {wans, ducks, 
curlews, and other wild fowl. On the :fides of 
this ftream, as well as on the fuores in Oyfter 
harbour, were {een the remains of feveral fiib. 
wears, about eight or nine inches high, evidently 
the forrycontrivance of the wretched inhabitants 
o( the country: rome of there wereconftructeal 

with 
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with loo(e itones, others with fricks and frumps 
of wood; but none of them were likely to be of 
much utility at this feafon, as feveral were placed 
nearly at, and others above, what now feemed 
the high water mark; but we fuppofed at times, 
when the rain or other caufe ihould extend the 
rivulet beyond its prefent bounds, which in width 
did not exceed thirty yards, and in depth fo~r or 
fi~-e feet, thefe humble contrivances might arrefr 
fome fmall fifu. Great bodies of water evidently 
pars do\vn this frream at certain feafons, as ap
peared by the river's courfe occupying from two 
to three hundred yards on each fide the rivulet, 
the foil of which was compored of fea fand and 
broken fuells, and was defritute of any vegetable 
production. This fpace when overflowed mufr. 
from its winding courfe, form a mofr beautiful 
iheet of water. The wears for the taking £llh, 

and fieps made in the bark for the purpofe of 
afcendillg fome of the largefr trees, though both 
exceffively rude, were undoubtedly the effects of 
manual labour, and, with the huts, formed the 
only indications of the country being inhabited 
that we were able to difcern. There were no 
paths in the woods, nor were any {mokes to be 
{een over the extenfive country we beheld, which 
fully {atis.tied us that any further {earch for 
the natives would be fruitlefs; and therefore we 

returned by a different route to the boats. In 
K 3 our 
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our way we faw the remains of two :limilar huts. 
Near thefe wa:; an ant's nefi much of the fani~ 
ihape and magnitude, though finiihed in a very 
fuperiorfryle and manner, and ihewing how very 
humble is the fiate of human exifience, when 
unaffif1:ed by civil fociety, and undirdled by the 
fciences. Having eaten o:ur faIt beef we pro
ceeded homewards, much mortified that the 
many wild fowl we had feen had efcaped OU! 

v~gilance; but that we might not return empty 
handed, we f1:opped at one of the oyfier banks, 
where, in about half an hour, we loaded our boat, 
and ret'urned on board about nine o'clock in the 
evenmg. The bank on which we found them 
in greatef1: plenty and the befi flavoured, is that 
which extends from the north or low poi):lt of 
th~ entrance towards the little verdant ifland. 
The wind blew a thong gale from the E. S. E. 
and a very heavy fea ran without the founei; but 
the veiTels within rode perfectly quiet. This fort 
of weather, with much rain, continued llntil 
Munday the loth, when we entertained hopes of 
getting to fea, as the wind veered to the fouth ; 
but foon again refuming its former direction, '1t
tended by the heavy fea in the offing, We remained 
at anchor until the next day, Tuefday the 11 th ; 
which being more favorable to our purpore, 
though the wind was fiill adverfe, we weighed, 
and turned out of the found. About four in the 

afternoon 
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afternoon we regained the ocean; but the wind 
at E. N. E. prevented our freering along the coafr, 
and obliged us to :aand to the fouth-eafrward. 
Whilfr we were getting under weigh, I caufed 
to be depofited at the hut near the watering place 
fome beads, knives, looking-glaifes, and other 
trinkets, as a compenfation to its folitary owner, 
fhould he ever return, for the wood we had cut 
down, and deprived him of: and to commemo
rate our vi fit, near the frump of one of the trees 
we had felled, in a pile of :aones raifed for the 
purpofe of attracting the attention of any EUTo
pdm, was left a bottle fealed up, containing a 
parchment on which were infcribed the names 
of the veffels, and of the commanders; with the 

name given to the found, and the date of our ar
rival and departure. Another hottle, containing 
a fimilar memorandum, was like wife depofited 
on the top of Seal Uland, with a fraff erected to 
conduc'!: any vifitor to it, on which was affixed 
a medal of the year 178{}. Thofe who may meet 
with the fraff will moil probably difcover the 
bottle hidden near it. This precaution was here 
taken, on a prefumption that Seal Wand was en
tirely out of the reach of the inhabitants, which 
might not be the cafe where the firH bottle was 

{ecrcted. 
At fun-fet the Eclipfe Wands by compafs bore 

N. ,4 W. Bald-head N. 45 W. Mount Gardner 
K 4 N.13 
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N. 13 E. the hummock mentioned on the 28th, 
now evidently an iiland, from N. 56E. to N. 51 E. 
and the eafternmoft part of the main land in fight 
N. 42 E. whence the coaft appeared to take a 
fharp turn to the north ward. As we ftood to the 
S. E. the wind gra,dually veered to the north, 
which, by day light of Tuefday the 18th, led us 
out of fight of the coait; but as in the forenoon 
it was calm and the atmofphere very clear, Mount 
Gardner was feen bearing N. W. 18 leagues dif .. 
tanto In this fituation we had much {well from 
the eaftward; and foundings could not be gained 
at the depth of 200 fathoms. The obferved la
titude was 35° 371

, longitude 119" 24/ , which 
was 21 to the fouth, and 16' to the eafi, of what 
the log fhewed. The wind was light and vari· 
able until the evening, when it fettled in a fieady 
breeze at S, W.; the fwell from the eafr, and E. 
S. E. frill continuing, indicated the land in that 
direction to be at fame diitance. 04r unexpected 
detention by the late eafrwardly winds, and the 
advanced feafon, confpired greatly againfi profe
cuting refearches on this coafi; I determined, 
however, not to abandon that favorite object, pro
vided the ta1k fhould not prove too dangerous, 
and intricate; or that the direction of the coaft: 
fhould not lead us too far out of our way; as, in 
refpect of the former, I acted without aqy autho. 

rity in the invefrigation; and, in refpea of th(! 

latter~ 



1791.J ROUND THE WORLD •. 153 

latter, our time would not now admit of tfuffi
cient lei(ure to perfevere in the purfuit. Under 
there confiderations our courfe was direC1ed to 
the N. E. during the night, in hopes of pailing 
within fight of the land lying to the eafrward of 
Mount Gardner, fo as to connect our furvey. Not 
gaining bottom with I 10 to 140 fathoms of line; 
and there being at day-break of Thurfday the 
20th no appearance of the coafr, we fleered north, 
which {OOll brought us within fight of land to the 
N. W. making like three iilands; but on a nearer 
approach, the two weflernmoft were evidently 
connected by a low ifthmlls to the main land: 
but the conneding of the northernmoft being 
uncertain, it obtained the name of DOUBTFUL 

ISLAND. 

From the wefternmoft land feen this morning, 
to the eaflernmoft land feen on Tuefday evening, 
is a fpace of 14 leagues, flretching S. 58 W. and 
N. 58 E. in which no land was feen. The depth 
of water was at this time 30 fathoms; the bot
tom coarfe fand, with broken !hells and coral. 
The weather was delightfully pleafant; and, ~ith 
a gentle gale at S. W. we freered along the coafr, 
.which now took a direClion N. 55 ~. our diflance 
from the !hore from two to four leagues. Doubt
ful Wand, and the !hores to the S. W. of it, nearly 
refembled the reft of the coafr; but to the N. E. 
the coaft prefented a very different pro{peCl: be-

mg 
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ing compored of high detached c1ufters of craggy 
mountains" on a bare of low and to all appear
ance level land, well wooded, particularly to the 
N. W. of Doubtful Wand, where the land falls 
back to a confiderable diftance, forming either a 
dcep well-illcltered bay, or a low flat country. 
At noon, a high bluff point, extending from the 
northernmoft clufter of mountains, the eaitern
moll land then in fight, bore by compafs N. 24 E. 
the moft weftern and confpicuous cluller of ap
parently difunited mountains N. 67 W. about 
nine leagues difrant; and the eaft point of Doubt
ful Wand, the weftcrnmoi1: land at that time vi
fibJe, S. 73 W. This Jand forms a remarkable 
point on the coai1:, and is in latitude 34° 23', lon
gitude 1 1 go 49'; which, after Admiral Lord 
Hood, I diftinguilhed by the name of POET 

Haem. In this iituation; our obferYed latitude 
'was 34° 18!, lont;itude 1:20° 14/; being J 3' more 
to the north, and Of more to the eai1:, than ap
peared by the log. Soon after mid-day, low land 
was defcricd, i1:retching Ollt from the high bluff 
point, which we found fituated not immediately 
on the fhore, but fOrjI1e dii1:ance inland, whence 
a very low country extends to the fca coall, \yhich 
takes a direc1ion S. 70 E. breakers in t"yVP de

tached places were dircp~·ered at this time lying 
at fame diftance from the land; the nearell of 
thefe about onr;: o'clock, bore by c;:qmpafs N. E, 

four 
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four miles difiant; the other, vi£ible only from 
the mafi-head, appeared to lie from the, former 
E. by N. two leagues difiant. At this time the. 

depth of water was 35 fathom::; and as the wind· 
blew diretl:ly on the fhore, and the main land, 
though not more than four leagues off, was not 
(ufficiently high to be difiinctly {een from the 
deck; we hauled our tacks on board, and Hood 
~o the S. E. increafing our difiancc very flowly. ' 
At fix in the evening, the neardl: land was a 

rocky ifland, about two miles in circuit, which 
bore by compafs N. 13 E. eight miles difiant; 
and from the mafi-head, the flat low coafi was 
vifible as far as E. N. E.; at nine the depth of 
water had gradually increafed to forty fathoms. 
Confidering our prefent as the mofi prudent tack 
~o remain upon until we fhodd meet ihoals, or 
other impediments, I directed the Chatham to 
lead and found; our depth gradually increafed to 
.54 fathoms, and the coafi in the mor~ing of 
Friday the 21 fi was in fight from N. E. to eait. 
The wind blew a light breeze from the S. S. E. 
with :which we fieered for the land until about 
nine, when we tacked in 60 fathoms. The land 
in fight, at that time, from the mafi-head bore 
by cOlI).pafs from N. N. W. to E. by N. each ex
tremity five or fix leagues difiant; all this was 
{qppofed to be the mairi, though between north 
f}nd E. N. E. the land appeared fomewhat bro-

ken, 
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ken, occaiioned perhaps by tome of its parts be
ing elevated a little above the rcil of the fuore, 
off which breakers were {een to lie at {orne dif

tance; and the land, which in the morning bore 
eafr, and now bore by compafs N. 87 E. eight 
miles difrant, was evidently a rocky ifland about 
a league in circuit, much refembling that which 
we paired the preceding evening. It proved the 
termination of our refearches on this coafr, and 
thence obtained the name of TEln.lI N A '1'1 ON 

ISLAND; on it the rea broke 'with much vio
lence, and between it and the main was a fmall 
low iflet. The great depth of water indicated 
that the bank of foundings which we had hi
therto found extending along the coafr, termi
nated alfo on its approach to this ifland, as we 
had no where found fo great a depth of water at 
this fmall difiance from the thore; which, on be
ing increafed a few miles only, put the fhip in
tirely out of foundings. At noon, the ob{erved 
latitude was 34° 3c1', longitude 121 0 52'; twenty
two miles further eaft, and four further north 
than the'wn by the log. In this fituation the 
main land from the mafr-head ~as {een bearing 
by compafs N. N. W. to E. N. E. ! E.; and Ter
mination iiland, iituated in latitude 34° 32', lon
gitude 1220 8f'; N. 84 E. Between the eaftern
mofr part of the main, feen the preceding even
lng, and the wdl:ernmoft feenthis morning. is a 

{pace 
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(pace of ten leagues, which we paifed in the night 
without obferving land; yet, from the regularity 
of the foundings, there can be little doubt of its 
being one continued coaft, and that the courfe by 
).IS made good S. 70 E. is nearly paralld to its di
rection. Th~ whole of this low country prefented 
Ii dreary afpect, deftitute of wood, or herQage. 
and interfperfed with white and brown patches, 
occaiioned, moft probably, by the different co
lours of fand or rock, of which it is compofed. 
V,T e here lwticed more co aft and oceanic birds, 
than we had feen on any other part of the fuores : 
as, beiides gannets, and two or three different 
forts of tern; albatroifes, and petrels, particu
larly the black and [ooty, were in great abun
dance. The weather continued very fine, with 
a light variable breeze in the eaftern quarter, 
which drew us, not only out of fight, and fome 
diftance from the coaft, but prevented our nj~::~
ing much pro~refs in the direction, in which it 
feemed to bend, until Sunday the 33d, when the 
wind, fettling in the "",citern board, we iteered 
to tile E. N. E. in hopes of falling in with the 
land; and in the event of its taking a more nor
therly direction, the Chatham was ordered to 
look out three leagues on the larboard beam. At 
noon, the obferved latitude 35° 301

, the longitude 
) 22° 40'. At this time, the wind {uddenly 
ihifted to the [outhward, and was accompanied 

by 
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by a very heavy {well in that direction, which 
fb:onglyindicating the approach of boifterous 
',,"veather, t?he Chatham's fignal was made to join, 
and our cdurfe was direCted E. S. E.; not dar
ing under all the circumftances of our fituation, 
to run the riik of encountering bad weather on 
lin unexplored coail::,. that prefented to us fo many 
dangers. Befides, as the lownefs of the fhores 
which we had lately {een, and the diil::ant "/hoats 
that we had found extending from them, would 
cxaCl: particular caution as we proceeded, more 
time would· necdfarily be required in tht: profe
cution of fuch an inquiry, than the main objeCt 
of our ,voyage would at pre(ent allow. I was 
therefore compelled to relinquifh, with great re
luctance, the favorite project of furthe.r examin
ing the coail:: of this unknown though intereiling 
country; and, directing our route over an hitherto 
untraverfed part of thefe {eas, we proceeded with
out further delay towards the Pacific Ocean. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER III. 

RCJ1uirKsOn the Country and Produtliolls (;ll Part 

rf the Soutlz.w~jl CoqJl if Ne·7..J HQl!a1Zd~Extra" 
ordinmy DevqJlation by Fire-A)lronomical and 

1llluticalOlfervatioilS: 

A LTHOUGH the confiderations adverted td 

in the foregoing chapter, rendered it im

praClicable to explore the S. W. coaft of New 

Holland to the extent my willies firil led me to 

imagine, and prevented our afcertaining its boun

dary and conneCtion with, or feparation from, 

V lin Dieman's land; yet the int~)rmation we have 

acquired, will open a field to thofc whofe duty 

it may hereafter be to perform that taik; by 
i11ewing, that its S. \V- part rmy be approached 

with the greatefr fc,fety, as its l110res are bold 

with regular li)undings to the diiraEcc of cight or 

nine leagues, and by the difcovery of the very 

excellent haruour in King George the Th:rd'5 

found. Confidering therefore its fituation and 

conveniences as likely to become of material im
portance to thofe whofe purfuits may induce 

them to navigate this and the Pacific Ocean, it 

may not be uninterdting- to detail, ll1 a more 
particular 
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particubr manner, the circumfrances that occur

red during our vifit to a country hitherto fo little 
known to Europeans. 

Our furvey comprehended an extent of 110 

leagues, in which {pace we faw no other haven 
or place of fcemity for fhipping than the found 
before mentioned; notwithfranding the opinion 
of Dampier, who has con1.ldered the' whole of 
the weftern part of New Holland as confifrirrg of 
a duRer of j{bnds. He was undoubtedly a judi
cious obferver, of very fuperior talents; and, it 
is Inoft likely, formed his opinion from the many 
iflands which he found ~ompofing the exterior 
co aft of the N. W. part of this extenfive country. 
However juft may be his conclufions.as to that 
part of New Holland, they certainly do not' ap
ply to its fouth wdrew fide, as no very material 
feparation, either by rivers, or arms of the fea, 
was difcovcrcd in the neighbourhood of our {ur
vey. Had fucb breaks in the coaft exifred, and 
had they efcaped o~r obfervation, it is highly 
probable we ihoulll have met in the rea, or {een 
driven on its fhores, drift wood and other pro
ducrions of.the interior country. The very deep 
colour alfo of the feyeral frreams of water may 
poffibly be occafioned by the quality of tqe {oil 
through which they flow; whence it may be in.,. 
ferred that, if any confiderable inland waters had 
their {ource far in the country, Of if any great 

body 
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body defcended from its {hores, the fta along the 
coafi: would in fome meafllre have been. difco
loured; but neither ofthefe evidences exilted, for 
on our approach to the land, there was no pre
vious appearance to indicate its vicinity. This 
opinion was further corroborated 'on infpec1:ing 
the habitations arid places of the natives' rdort; 
where not the lealt remains of canoes, or other 
eircumftanceprefented itfelf, which could con
vey the moa djltant idea of thefe people having 
ever trulted themfdves on the water; a circum· 
france which it is reafonable to fuppofe would 
fometimeshave happened, had their country been 
infulated, 'or their trnvelling been interrupted by 
large rivers or arms of the fea; efpecially as all 
appearances favored the conjecture of their being 
by no means a frationary peopk. There was 
great reafon, however, to conclude, that the 

country was wen fupplied with {refn water; as 
wherever we chap;ced to land, we eaiilyprocured 
that valltable article, not only where the foil was 
of confiderabbdepth, but from ltn;amlets iifliing 
out of the folid rocks.l This feCtmec\ to be the 
cafe even on the mofrlklevated hmd! which caufed 
a very fiugular appear.ance when the fun fhone 
in certain diretl:ions. on thofe mountains whore 
furfaces were de1l:it~te of foil ;' for on thefe, made 
humid by the continual oozing of the water, a 

\' OI.. 1. L bright 
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bright glare was produced that gave them the 
r~{em blance of hills covered whh fhow. 

Our refearches afiordedHittle matter worthy 
of notice excepting fuch as appertained to King 
George the Third's Sound. This port has its 
entrance in latitude 35° 51, longitude 1180 ] 7'. 
It is ea:fily known on approayhing it from, the 
'weil:ward, as it is the firit opening in the coaft 
that prefents any appearance like an harbour, 
eail:ward of cape Chatham. The Eclipfe Wands 
being the only detached la1id that can 'be fo re· 
garded, are an excellent guide to the found, hav· 
ing, between them and Bald~head, fome rocks 
on which the fea breaks with great violence. The 
p0rt is fale, and ea{y of act-efg 'any where between 
its outer points of entrance,Bald.head, and Mount 
Gardner, lying N. 62 E. and S. 62 W. 11 miles 
diil:ant from' each other., Mount Gardner is not 
ids confpicubUS and ufdui in pointing out the 
found from the eafrern quarter, than in its being 
rendered very remarkable by its handfomelhape, 
and itsrockYI and almoft· uninterruptedpolifhed 
furface to its fummit:r Its bafe mav be faid ra· 

J 

ther to form the eatkrn extent of the coofr, than 
the oppofite' point of the found, there being 
within it a projection 'which more properly forms 
the N. E. point of the fouhd, lying from Bald. 
head N. 30 E. abOl.lt £ve miles difrant: Between 

thcfe 
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thefe latter points are Michaelmas,. and Break 
Sea iflands, each aqout a leitgue in circuit, one 
mile apart, nearly equidiftant between the two 
points, and affording 1:to all appearance good 
channels on every fide. The water {uddel1ly de..; 
c~ea{e8 in its depth from 30 to 12 fathoms; the 
latter depth uniformly continuing ilcro(S from 
point to point, I ·iliQuld conceive, muft be au 
additional means of preventing any yery heavy 
:Cea from rolling into the [ound; which, in the 
moft expofed place of anchorage convenient to 
the [hore, is only open from E .. byN. to S. K 
by E. Between there limits are fituated the two 

Wands above-mentioned; whence the {oundex
tends W. by N~ about two leagues to point. Pof
remon, and froin our anchorage tq Oyuer har
bour, north about the fame diftance, with regu
lar foundings in mid-channel of 12 to 15, and 
10 to 6 fathoms clofe to the [hore, exccpting 
near Seill iiland, where there is a hole of 21 

fathoms. The Difcovery and Chatham were 
moored' in a fituation; riot only very convenient 
as to communication with the ihore, b~t I be
lieve, in perfed fecurity as it refpeCted the ele
ment: for although the fea broke fometimcs with 
{uchvlolence on Break Sea ifland, . that the' ituf 
ranged to its elevated fummit, dudng a conti
nuance of the boifrerous weather; yet it did not 

bccalion us the leaft inconyenience. A more 
L 2 eligible 
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eiigiblc fituation if required' in the foundrnight
very probably be met with above the Bat rock, 
as vdlds would be there more cornpletely land
locked; and a convenient fandy cove, eafily to 
be difcovered in that neighbourhood, is furnifhed 
with a ftream of excellent-frefh water, which 
though to all appearance not better in quality 
than the water we. received on board, was yet 
more pleafing to the eye, not being of (0 deep a 
colour. _,O-l ~, 

(")j Princefs Royal harbour admits 'of a pait'lgc 
.into it about a quarter of a mile wid~; nearefr 
to the northern thore the depth is five or fix fa~ 
-thoms, but on the {outhern, not more than 2t 
ind three fathoms water; occafioned by banks of 
-coral rock which are very confpicuous, and, not 
being liable to any of the ,-iolent agitations of the 
1ea, are by no means dangerous. Within the 
points of entrance, the depth is regularly from 
four to (e\'en fathoms, and the bottom clear, good 
holding ground. This depth, though occupying 
part only of the harbour, yet affords a fufficient 
fpace for ieveral vefi(~ls to ride in fafety. 

Oyftd- harbour is rendered admiffible alone 
for yeffels of a middle fize, by the illallownefs of 
the water on the bar, extending from thon~ to 
ihore, on which we found 17 feet water only, 
although the depth incrcafed from five to feven 
fathoms on each fide.): The deep water within 

the 
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the harbour did dot feern of any great extent. III 
both thefe harbours the communication with the 
country is rendered unpleafant by the fhallow 
depth of water in moil places extending to . a 
great diftance from the fhore. This inconve
niency could eaiily be remedied, fhould it ever 
be an object fa to do, by wharfs; although it is 
not unlikely that on a more minute infpection 
the neceility for {uch a meafure would ccafe tQ 
appear. 

In navigating the found, we did not obferve 
any danger that was not fufliciently confpicuous 
to be ayoided; circumilances however did not 
admit of our acqlliring that fatisfactory informa
tion refpecting Princefs Royal and. Oyiler har
boursvvhich fall into it, that could have been 
wifhed; yet fa far as relates to the found, the 
annexed iketch will I believe be found to con1luilJ 

no very material error. 
The· appearance of this country along. the 

caails, refembles, in moil refrlects, that of Africa 
about the Cape of Good Hope. The furiace 
feemed to be chiefly compored of fand mixed 
with decayed vegetables,. varying exceedingly in 
point 9f richnefs; and although bearing a great 
iimilarity, yet indicating a {oil fuperior in quality 
to that in the immediate neighbourhood of Cap,< 
Town. The principal component part of this 
{:ountryappeared to be coral; and it would {eern, 

L 3 that. 
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that 'its elevation above the ocean is of modern 
date, not only 'irom the fuores, and the bank 

which extends along the coafi being, generally 
{peaking, cOiDpored of coral, as w~s evident by 
our lead never defcending to the bottom without 
bringing up' coral on its return; but by cora~ 
bcihg found on the highefi' hills we afcended; 
particulatly on the fum mit of Bald-Head, which 
·is [ufficiently above the level of the fea to be fcen 
at 12 or 14 leagues difiance. Here the coral 

was entirdiih its original fiate; particularly i~ 
one level [pot, 'comprehending about eight acres~ 
whioh produoed not the ,leafi herbage on the. 
white fand fhat occupied this fpace; through 
which the branches of coral protruded, and were 

found fianding exactly like thofe feen in the bed~ 

of coral beneath the' furface of the rea, with r~
mifications of different fizes, fame not half an 
inch, others four or five inches in circumference. 
In thefe fields 'Of coral (if the term field be al
lowable) of which there were [everal, fea fueHs 

Were in great abundapce, fome nearly in a per

fect fiate fiiIi adhering to the coral, others in 
different fiages of decay. The coral' was friable 
in v<trioDs negt"ces; the· extremities of the 

branches~ fome of which w~re nearly four feet 
above the ['1!'1d, were ''cafily reduced to powder, 
whilft thefe clofe to, 'or under the furfaee, re: 

quired feme {mal! force to break them from the, 

rocky 
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rocky r~ndati{)n from whence they appeared to 
{pring. fd have fcen coral in many places at a 
contlderable difiancc from the fea; but in no 
odwrinfumce have I iecn it fo elevated, and in 
fuch a i1;ate of perfettion. 

In the lowerlflnds we frequently met with ex
teniive tra{l:s occupied by a kind. of okeriih 

fwampy peat, or moorifh foil of a very dark 
browncolour, forming as it were a crufr, which 
fhook and trembled when walked upon; with 
water oozing through, or running over the fur
face, in alhdirections. Through this foil mofi 
of t~ ihcams take their courre, and it is to their 
impn'gnation in the pafi~lge, that the general high 
colour of the water is to be attributed. There 
f wamps were not always confined to low and 
level fpots,' but were found on the acclivity of 
the higher lands; and where thefe did not oc
cupy theiides of the hills, the foil was deep, anci 

appeared infinitely more productive than the fur
face of the plains· ;efpeciall y that through which 
the rivuletin Oyfier harbour has been mention
ed to flow. In that plain we found, at irregular 
intervals, jufi beneath the furface, a fubfiratum 
of an appars:ntly imperfect chalk, or a rich white 
marIe, feemingly formed of the fame decayed 
fhells, with which the 'cour[e of the Ii vcr abound" 
ed. Thefe firata, about eight or ten yards broad, 

nm ,pe.~pel1dicular1 y to the rivulet i their depth 
Ll we 
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we had not leifur:e to examine, although there 
{eemed little doubt of finding this {ubfiance in 
{ufficientabundance for the purpofes of manure, 
1bould the cultivation of this country ever be in 
contemplation. The general firucture of it feems 
very favorable to fu~h an attempt, as the moun
tains are neither fieep nor numerous; nor do the 
rifing grounds form fuch hills as bid defiaJ;lce to 
the plough; while they produce that fort of di
verfity which is grateful to the eye, and not uq
pleafant to the traveller. 

This chiilky earth was alfo found in th~ neigh
bourhood of a moori:ih (oil; and,on a more mi~ 
nute examip.ation, feemed much to refem.ble an, 
earth defcribed in Cronfiadt's Mineralogy at the 
bottom of his note (y) page 21. It did not 
ihew any figns of effen;efcence with acids," nor 
did it bu"rn into lime; but, like the earth alluded 
to, contains a number of fmall tranfparent cryfo 

tals. The[e were vifible with~)Ut a microfcope; 
and as, on applying the blow pipe, vitrificatio~ 

took place, it might probably b~' ufefully appro
priated in making a fort of porcelain. 

The ftones we found were chiefly of coral, 
with a few bl~ck and brown pebblt;:s, flate, quartz; 
two or three forts of granite, with {omefand 
ilones, but none feeming to poifefs any metalli~ 
quality. 

The climate, if a judgment mJY be formed by 
[0 
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fo fhort a vifit, feemcd delightful: for though 

we contended with rome boifrerous weather on 
our approach to the coaft, nothing lees ought 
reafonably to have been expected at the feafon of 
the vernal equinoJl;, and breaking up of the win
ter. The gales we experienced in King George 
the Third's Sound, were not of fuch violence as 
to put veifels at fea pafr their top-fails; although 
whilfr the S. W. wind continued a mofr violent 
rea broke with incredible fury on the exterior 
thores. This however can caiily be imagined, 

when the t:xtenfive uninterrupted range which 
the wind in that direClion has over the Indian 
ocean is taken into coniideration: during the 

continuance of this wind the atmofphere was to

lerably clear, though the ai~ was keen. raren
heit's thermometer, at the time of year anfwer~ 

ing to the beginning of .\pril in the northern 
bemifphere, frood at 53°; but at all other times 
during our fray, varied between 58° and 04°, and 
the barometer from 2g'n go to 30 i11 50. Slight 

colds were caught by the crew, which ought 
rather to he imputed to their own, want of care 
than to the climate, as on ~~ctting to fea the par., 
ties foon recovered. Our convale{ccnts in the 
flu~{ received much benefit, though their health 
could not yet be confidered as thorougbly re-efra
blifhcd. Thefe circumfrances induced an opi
pion, that the climate and {oil bade fair to be ca-

pable 
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pable of producing all the eifential~, and many 

of the luxuries of life ; although on the fubjeCl: of 

agricultural improvement, I felt my{elf as unqua

lified to determine, as to enumerate fcicntifically 
the [everal trees, :fhrubs, and plants with which 
the country abounds. Of the two latter there 

appeared a great variety, and I believe; afforded 
to Mr. Menzies much entertainment and em
ployment. Amongft. the moil remarkable was 
the gum plant, found every where in great abun
dance, and anfwering, in all its char<l.tters, to the 
defcription and reprefentation of that plant found 
at port Jack ron, as mentioned ill Philips's voyage. 
Wild celery was [oundin quantities [ufficient for 
our pea-foup, and daily to {upply the people by 
way of [aucc to their [al~ed meat: this with [am
phire were the only eatable vegetables we pro
cured. Other plants were numerqus, and af
forded a great Y2lIiety of beautiful flowers. ,The 
:fhrubs alfo were abundant; <l:I)d of many fpecies; 
but neither thefe nOr the trees grew. [0 clofely 
together ~s materially to incomQ1ode travelling, 
even in the neighbourhood of Oyiler harbour. 
where the country is very well v>'Oodcd; ~nd as 

~he branches of the trees do not approach within 

icveral feet of the· ground, an extenilve view. is 
admitt~d in every diredion. The )foreil trees 

feemed of four different forts. The moil com

mon r11lich refcmbled the holly, but thefe were 

not 
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not of the larger fort; that which I took to be 
the gum tree of New South Wales, by its foliage 
,and its producing a confiderable quantity of gum, 
feemed to be a hard, ponderous, clofe-grained 

wood: of this defcription the larger trees feemed 
~hiefly to confiit; one of thefe meafured nine 
feet four inches in girth, and was of a propor
tionable height. Thofe £i'om which our fuel was 
procured 'were of the myrtle tribe, not unlike the 
pimento of the Weit Indies, in ihape, appear

ans.e, and aromatic flavor of the foliage; and in 
the hard and clofe texture of the wood, which 
makes an excellent and pleafant fire, burning 
cheerfully yetconfuming flow; whilfr, from the 
(moke, a very {picy agreeable fragrance is exhal
eel. Thefe do not, in general, grow to large 
timbers; but there is another fpecies much re
{embling them, with rather broader leaves, and 
poifeffing 'like them an aromatic flavor, which 
grow to a confiderable uze. Thefe, with a {pe

'cies not unlike the -Giver tree of the Cape of 
Good Hope, were the :trees that were found ge

nerally to compofe the foreit. 
For the benefit of tho(e who may vifit the 

country hereafter, fome vine-cuttings and water

~reiles were planted on the ifland in Oyfrer har
bour, and at the place from whence 'we procured 
our fuel; and an aifortment of garden feeds, with 

fome almonds, marige, lemon and pumkin feeds 

were 
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were {oFn. The whole being the produce of 
Africa, I fhoulJ have entertained little doubt of 
their {ucce{s, had it not been, that there was 

much to apprehend in their being over-run by 
the natural produCl:ioll3 of the country. 

Of the animal kingdom, {o far as relates to the 
tenants of the earth, little information was de
rived. The only quadruped {een was one dead 
kangaroo; the dung, however, of thefe or iome 
other animals feeding on vegetables, was almoil: 
every """here met with, and frequently {o frefh 
as to indicate that the animal could not be far 
removed. 

Of the birds that live in or refort to the woods, 
the yulture may be {aid to be the moil: common, 
as v;e raw {e\'eral of this {pecies, or at leail:, birds 
that '.';cre fo confidercd. Hawks of the falcon 
tribe, y,ith {everal others of that genus; a bird 
much re{embJi ,:,g the Engliih crow, parrots, par
roquets, and a;',ariety of fmall birds, fome of 
which fung very mdodioufly, were thofe which 
attrac9:ed our attention the moil:; but all were {o 
excel1i.vely wild and watchful, that few fpeci
mens COt:~dlJbe procured, Of the water fowl, 
the black [wan ieemed as numerous as any other 
{pecics of ZlClu~tic birds in the neighbourhood of 
Oyiter harbour, but they were feen in no other 
ph\ce. TL,re was al[o black and white pelicans 

of 'I largs; fort, i~en at a diil:ance; and though, 
duch 
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ducks were in great numbers, we were very un

fuccefsful in taking them. A very peculiar one 
was ihot, of a darkith grey plumage, with a bag 
like that of a lizard hanging under its throat i 
which {meltfo intolerably of muik that it {cented 

nearly the wholeihip. There was alIa many 

gray curlews, and fea-pies; of the latter we pro

cured a few, whi"(;h were excellent eating. The 

aquatic birds before enumerated, with ih~lgs, the 
common gull, two or three forts of tern, and a 
few ·{mall penguins of a bluciih colotIr, included 

the whole of the feathered tribe in the vicinity of 

the ihores. 

With the prodriaions of the {ca, we were not 

much more acquainted; which i~ rather to be 

attributed to our want of ikill as fiihermcn tha!l 

to its want of bounty. Some of the few fifh we 

caught were very excellent, particularly of the 

larger fort; one much refembl;ng the {nook, and 

another the calipevar of Jamaica; hoth of high 

flavor; as was a kind of fi1n not unlike, nor in

ferior in quality to, the Englifh red mullet. Thcic, 
with the common white mullet, rock Bih, mack

erel, herrings, and a variety of fmall £lib, v,ere 

thofe we procured, though not in any abundance. 

\Vhilfr on the coafr, ,,,hules and feals were 

frequently playing about the ihip; of the latter, 
we h'1w about a {co"re at one time on Seal ifland. 

Th~ little trouble thefe ~r:;imaI5 took to avoid us, 

indicated 
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indicated their not being accutlomed to fuch vi
fitors. The throat and belly of thefe feaIs, which 

were of a large fort, were nearly white; between 

the head and fhoulders, the neck rifes in a kind 

of cretl, which, with the back, was of a light 
brown colour; their hair was exceedingly coar[e ; 
the carcafe very poor, and afforded little blubber; 
which, however, may be imputable to the fea
{on . 

. <: Reptiles and noxious animals {eemed by no 
means to be numerous, as only two or three 

yeJIow, and bronze-coloured {nakes were feen, 
which were good eating; thefe, with a few li
zards of the common fort, and {orne about eight 
or nine inches long of a thick clumfy make, dark 
colour, and altogether exceffively ugly, were.what 
compofed that race of animals. Some beautiful 
beetles, common flies, and mu:ikitoes, were oc
cafionallymet with, but not in fuch numbers as to 

produce inconvenience. 
Jt would now remain to fay fomething of the 

human fpecies, the inhabitants of this country. 
but as we were not fo fortunate to procure an" 

interview with anyone of them; all that cau be 
advanced on this fubject mutl be founded on 

conjecture or nearly fo, and confequeritly very 
liable to error; it may, however, not be unac
ceptable to tlate fuch circumtlances as, on the 

fpot, occurred to our obfen"ation: . 

The 
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The natives appeared to be a wandering people, 
who fometimes made their excuruons indi\'idu~ 
ally, at other times in confiderable parties; this 
was apparent by their habitations being found 

lingle and alone, as well as compoiing tolerably 
large villages. JW i J £ (lj L >:; J 

Befides the village I viiited,' Mr. Broughton 

difcovered another about two miles diftant from 
it, of nearly the fame magnitude; but it appeared 
to· be of a much later date, as all the huts had 
been recently built, and {cemed to have been 
very lately inhabited. It was iituated ina {wamp, 
which might probably have been preferred to a 

higher and :firmer land for the convenience of 
water. One or two huts of a larger fize were 
here alfo obfen-ed ; the rdl: were precifelyo[ the 
{arne defcription with thofe in our neighbour
hood; The larger trees 'in the vicinity of both 

villages had been hoU(')\ved but by fire, fufli
ciently to afford the fhdter thefe people feemed 

to require. Upon frones placed in the iniide of 
thefe hollow trees fire's had been made, which 
proved that they had been ufed as habitations, 
either foi' the inferior qf the party, which would 
argue a further aegree of {u bordination amongfr 
them, or [or thofe who were too indolent to build 
themfelvesl,the wattled' hlltsbefore defcribed. 
No one fpecies of furniture cir utenfil was dif
coyereci in any of tho1 hou{es; the only imple-

ments 
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ments {een, were pieces of fricks intended as 
{pears, rudely wrought, and the operation of 
manual labour ripori them but flightly di{cernible. 
The bark was frripped off, and tlie thickefi end; 
after having been burnt in the fire, was {craped 
and reduced to a blunted point, on one of whiell 
fame blood waS found frill adhering. 

Defritute (as they (eemed) of the means; and 
totally ignorant of every mode of en;barkation; 
it is not likely that they place much dependence 
on marine productions for their {ubfifrence; -yet 
it was evident from the wears on the fll0res, and 
from the mo~ths of the brooks near the villages 
being fiopped up, that they {ometim:es retort to 
the rivulets and to the {ea for provifions. On 
this account, it was confidered rather extra or"; 
dinary, that the bones of the fiihes on which 
they had fed ,vere no where to be found; and 
this led to a fuppo{ltion that thofe which their 
endeavours e~abled them to procure were very 
{mall. It appeared frill more extraordinary that, 
fince they drew a certain proportion of their food 
from the rea, they fhould not haye difcovered {a 
excellent a part of its produce as oyfrers and 
clams; notwithfranding that the latter fhow 
themfelves on the beaches over which they mufr 
frequently walk; and that the fonner at low 
water require only wading half-leg deep on the 
fhoals that extend from the main land- to gather 

III 
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in a few minutes a day's fubGfl:ence. Neither 
did it appear that they had any knowledge ot 
thefe, the limpets, nor any other iliell fiOl found 
amongil: the rocks; or if they had, for fome rea
{on not eafily to be imagined, they certainly made 
no ufe of them; otherwife their fueHs in all hu~ 
man probability would have been feen near the 
places of their refort. Hence it may naturally 
be inferred, that the land principally fupplies 
their wants, or hunger would long fince have 
couduCl:ed theIl, to fuch excellent refoutces. This 
opinion is fupported by the extreme iliynefs of 
the feathered creation, and the wildnefs of the 
quadrupeds, whore footing, and the other iigns 
bf their being at rio great difl:ance without our 
obtaining aby fight of them, fufficiently proved 
that they were confl:antly purfued. This circum~ 
fiance may futnifh a probable conjecture on the 
caufe of the very extraotdinary devafbtion by fire. 
which the vegetable productions had fuffered 
throughout the whole country we had travetfed. 
Fire is frequently refortdi to by rude nations, 
either for the purpore of encouraging a fweeter 
growth of herbage in their hunting grounds, or 
as toils fat taking the wild animals; of which.. 
they are ih purfuit. When the forefl: is fet on 
fire [or fuch purpofes in a dry fearon, its ravages 
may become very extenfi\'c; and" fIle ninflatn
mable quality of the gum plant, which is bere in 

VOL. r. 1\1 great 
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great abundance, may operate to promote that 
general havock which we obferved in the vege. 

table kingdom. 
The defrruClive operations of fire were, how

ever, evident in places where the gum-plant was, 
not found for a confiderable di:fiance; and, po· 
fitively fpeaking, in our excurfion on thOle, 'We 
did not fee a (pot that produced any vegetables; 
which had not vifibly felt its effeCts. Where the 
country was \yell wooded, the 10ftiefr timbers 
had the topmo[t of their branches burned; yet 
none feemed totally ddhoyed by it; and where 
the luxuriance of the foil had obliterated its bane· 
fu1 appearance among:fi the growing fhrubs and 
plants, the ground, on examination, was found 
ihewed over with the remains of branches and 
frumps that had been part;ially confumed by fire. 
Bad this conflagration been occafioned, as fome 
of us fuppofed, by repeated :fiorms of violent 
lightning and thunder, it is rea[onable to imagine 
we i110uld have fcen the fordt trees much torn 
and fhattered to pieces; which in no infrance 
was obferved. 

As nothing further occurred worthy any palti
cular notice, I thall conclude my remarks on this 
country by frating the aftronomical and nautical 

obfervations that were made for afcertaining its 

fituation, and for other purpofcs of navigation. 
The 
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The latitude of the fItuation 
of the fhips in King George 
the Third's found, deduced 
tfom nine meridional altituQ.es 
of the fun, taken by four dif
~erent obfervers and quadrants, 
aU nearly agreeing together, 

179 

gave their mean ref nit 35° 5' 30" fouth. 
The longitude deduced froni 

the "mean refult of 25 fets of 
lunar diftances of the fun and 
frars, taken before OUT arrival; 
eight fets taken whiJft at an
chor in the found; and 52 {ets 
taken after our departure, and 
reduced to our ftation there; 
making in the whole 85 {ets, 
each ret containing fix obferv
cd diftances, and equal to 510 

obfervations, gave 1180 J -1' 13 11 caft. 
Kendall's chronometer, al

lowing the Portfmouth rate, 
on our arrival1hewed 117..JU 0 

Allowing the Cape rate 118 23 0 

Arnold's chronometer, on 
board the Chatham, allowing ft;:)J .:' " 

the Cape rate 117 38 30 

By the daily obfervations made at anchor, 
KendaH's chronometer appeared to hayc altered 

M 2 its 
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its rate as {ettled at the Cape of Good Hope, and 
feemed to be going nearer to its original Portf ... 
mouth rate. The refult of a fortnight's obferva
tions proved it to be gaining at the rate of 6// peli 
day; and admitting the longitude to be right as 
afcertained by our obfervatio~s, it was, at noon 
on the gth of October, faft of mean time at 
Greenwich, 26' 14//: and as it was manifeft on 
our arrival and during our refidence at the Cape, 
that Kendall's chronometer was gaining mate
riallyon its Portfmouth rate, I have, in reducing 
the obfervations taken prior to our arrival in King 
George the Third's found, adopted a mean rate, 
which I truft will render the refult of the {everal 
obfervations liable to little error. ' .... ~. 

>'~ .'. 

The variation of the magnetic needle on board, 
whilft at anchor, by two compaifes, differed from 
3 0 55' to 7° 11//. The mean refult of 12 {et" 
fhewed [,0 20' weftwardly variation. 

The vertical inclination of the {outh 
point of the magnetic needle, marked 
end North, face Ea"it 

Marked end North face Weft 
Marked end South face Eaft' 
Marked end South face Weft 
Mean vertical inclination of the {outh 

63 

65 28 

65 20 

point of the marine dipping needle 6-1 5.! 

Our obfervations with regard to the tides were 
rather indecifive, as their fluctuation in the found 

feemed 
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feemed to be greatly ifluenced' by the force and 
direCtion of the wind; our laft vifit,. however, to 
Oyfter harbour afforded an opportunity of notic-

\ 

ing that the rife and fall appeared on that day to 
be about four feet, and that it was high water 
a h 42' aftcr the moon pailed the meridian. 
Whilft -on the coaft the veifels were confrantly 
found to be further advanced, than what the run 
of the log intimated; but whether this was .oc
cafioned by errors in this praCtice, pc by a curr,ent 
continually preffing ea.fi:ward along the coaft, 
we had no pofitive means of difcovering; though, 
from our conclullons at the time, the latter fhould 
[eem to be the cafe, as the log was not only ufed 
with much cireumfpeCtion, but the line was fre\" 
.quently remeafured, and always found accordiag 
,to~ts due proportions~ 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER TV. 

PqjJagefrom thefiuth-wrfl C().c# ofNe'W Hollalttf 
-Pcifs Van Dieman's Land-Arrivp/ in D1ff.'l); 
Bay, . New Zealand-Violent Storms- Leave. 
D1fIky Bay-A violent Storm-Much ':Vater 
found in the Ship-Part Company with th~ 

Chatham- Diftover the Snares-Proceed to
wards Otaheite-:-Arrive and join the Chatham. 
there. 

OUR appr\!henuons of approaching boifrerou~ 
. weather, proved in the fequel to have becIl; 

ill founded; for notwithfranding the S. W. fwel~ 
on the ] 7th greatly increa[ed, a gentle gale con· ' 
tinued to attend us, chiefly from the wefl:er~ 
quarter, with pleafant weather. With this We 
fleered to the S. E. and without the ~ccurrence 
of any intervenipg cir~umftance worth relating, 
made fuch progrefs, that on Wednefday the 26th 
we had fight of Van Dieman's Land, bearing by 
compafs E.N.E. 1 P or 12 league~ diftant. Sound~ 
ings at this time c01l1d not be gained at the depth 
of 80 fathoms. Du~ing this paifage fc..y oceanic 
birds had been feen; a continual and heavy [well 
had rolled between the fouth and weft, and we 

experienced 
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experi,enced the ,{arne fort, of influence in our 
reckoning as on the coafi of New Holland, in 
finding the fuip every day further advanced thart 
we expected. A continuance of fine weather al
lowed feveral lunar obfervations to be taken, 
which wece direCted to the purpofe of afcertain
ing the longitude of our laft fiation. The breeze 
from the S. E. was very light, and it was not; 
until iate in the day that the land could be plain
ly difringuiihed. At feven o'clock in the nen
ing we tacked and ftood to the S. W.; the 
Mewftone bearing by compafs S. 88 E.; the 
eafiernmofr part of the main land in fight N. 
-82! E. the fouth-weir cape being the neareft land 
N. E. three or four leagues diftant; land appear
ing like an iiland, N. 11 'V. and the wefrern
moft part of the main land N. 5 W. This land 
lies from the fouth-weft ,cape N. 16 W. about 
nine leagues diftant: between thefe points the 
coaft feemed to be n1\lch broken, with fome fmall 
iiIands lying a few miles from the fuore. It 
was nearly calm d'uring the night. and although 
within three or four leagues of the land, found., 
ings <:ould not be gained at the depth of 130 fa-' 
thorns., 

{n the morning of Thurfday the 
27th we fteered along thecoaft, with 
a fine breeze from, N., N. W.; and 
about eight, under the meridian of 

M. 4. the 
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the fouth-weft cape, the chrono
meter gave the longitude by the laft 

[OCT. 

rate 14,60 271. ot? 

By th~ Cape rate 347 7 15 

By the pQrtfmouth rate 146 8 

The former, places the fouth-weft 
cape 20' further eaft than the lon
gitude affigned to it by Captain 
Cqok. The chronometer placed 
the Syvilly rock which we pafTed 
in the evening. according to the 
lafr rate, in longitude 147° 23' 3011 

According to ~he Cape rate 148 3 4~ 

Portfmouth rate 147 2 

By the 1aft rate the chronometer was In' to 
the eafr of Captain Cook's longitude of this rock, 
a,nd made the mean difference of the longitude of 
this coC!fr, 18' 4511 to the eafrward of Captain 
Cook's calculations; whence it would appear, 
that either the chronometer had acquired that 
error tince om' departure from King (Jeorge the 
Third's found, or that we had placed that port a 
few miles too far to the eaftward. The neareft 
land at 11.<' in the evening, was the fouth cape of 
Van Dieman's, which bore by compafs N. 24 

W. 6 or 7 leagues difrant. Having now a fine 
gale at N. N. E. we took two reefs in the top~_ 
fails; ihaped a courfe for Duiky bay in New 
Zealand; and by fignal to the Chatham ap,,: 

point~~d 
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pointed Facile harbour in tha~ bay as the next 
place of rendezv.ous. 

The dyfrntery, though nearly fubdued on board 
both vdrels, had left thofe ,,,ho had been afflicted 
'with it ill a very feeble and reduced frate; and 
not knowing of any place fo eafily within our 
reach, where fuch e~cellent refrefhments could 
be procured with fo much facility, together with 
timber for planks, fpars, tentpoks, &c. &c. of' 
which we frood in great need; I was induced to 
make choice of Duiky bay, notwithfranding the 
inconvenience it labours under from the great 
depth of wat.er, and Yl'lJnt of anchorage in its en
trance. 

A favorable wind, attended in general with to

krably fine weather, varied between the N. and 
W. and afteqvards between the W. and S. with 
fi'efb gales, until Wedpefday the tQ 9f Novem
ber; when about ni!1e in th~ forenoon we were 
brought within fight pf the coail: of New Zea
land, bearing pY cOlppa{s E. N. E. 12 or l-l 

leagues difraQ.t. . We frood for the land, making 
all fail with a freih breeze at S. W.; but the 
weather was fo exceedingly hazy. that it was one 
o'clock iQ. the torenoon before it was plainly dif
tinguifhed; when Five Finger point was feen 
bearing by compafs N. E. 7 leagues difiant, and 
the weft cape E. by N. ! N. The wind iQ. the 
~~'ening veered round to the N. N. W. and being 

light, 
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light, with alternate calms, the boats were hoifr
ed out to tow; by which means, and with the 
additional affiftance of a heavy f well rolling up 
Duiky bay, we anchored about nine that even
ing in -10 fathoms foft bottom, in the arm lead
ing into Facile harbour. Five Finger point by 
compafs bore S. 38 W.; the wefl: point of Par
rot ifland I". 35 E.; and the nearcfl: fhore W. 
N. W_ half a mile difiant. About eleven the 
Chatham anchored, and, though within us, was 
in 00 fathoms water. 

Although in the year} 773 I had vifited Dufky 
bay with Captain Cook in the Refolution, I had 
never been in Facile harbour; for this reafon I 
deemed it expedient, previous to moving the ve[
{cis, to examine and determine on a fituation 
there molt: convenient for our feveral employ
ments. On this occation I was accompanied by 
Mr. Broughton and Mr. Whidbey. Having 
made our choice, we were greatly alarmed on 
our return by the report of two guns; but as the 
wind had much increafed tince our departure 
from the {hips, we were not long at a lois how 
to account for this fignal, and concluded that one 
~r both of the veifcls had driven from their an
chorage. 

We were no [ooner ckar of the iflands than 
our conjectures were in part confirmed. The 

Chatham was flationary, but the Difcovery was 
mov1l1g; 
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moving; and by the time we reached her, about 
one o'clock, fhe was pear~y abreafr of Five Finger 

point. We found that, on the ~ip's driving, a 
{econd anchor had been reforted to; but the 
depth pf water being upwards of 70 fathoms, fbe 

was not brollght up; that anchor was again at 
the bows, and the other nearly up; fo that we 
were 1hortly enabled to fet the fails; and, having 
a frrong gale at the N. N. W. though attended 
with heavy {qualls, I was not without hopes of 

reaching our defiination in Facile harbour before 
duik. But about five, a very violent gufi of 
wind carried away the frrap of the fore-topfail 
fneet block; the frayfail fbeets and haulyards 
gave wlly; .and the fore-topmafi frayfail fplit: 
the gale feemed to be increaung, and as we were 
!n too narrow a channel to repair there damages 
before we ihould have lofi all the difrance we had 
gained, it was exceedingly fortunate that we had 
Anchor itland harbour to leeward of us, for which 

we immediately free red ; and running in by the 
~efrern entrance, anchored at the mouth of the 

~ove in 26 fathoms, foft muddy bottom; and 
;lftcr veering to half a cable, our :£tern was in 1 & 

fath~ms water, about 40 yards from the ifland! 
that lies at the bottom of the cove. The fbip 
~\'as freadied by hawfer~, from the bows to the 
points of the cove, and from the quarters to the 
trees on each fide. The gale increafed during 

the 



]88 A vOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [NOV. 

the night; and it became necdfary to fhike the 
lower yards and top-gallant mafrs. Our appre
hen:lions for the fafety of the Chatham .were not 
relieved until, by rowing over to the Petrel iilands 
the next forenoon, Friday the 4th, and by walk
ing acrofs the land, we had the happinefs to fee 
her ride in perfea fafety; but as fbe was directly 
to ·wind ward. and the gale continued to increafe, 
Mr. Broughton was unable to get on board. Sa
tisfied with the fecurity of her fration, we re
turned to the Difcovery, when the violence of 
the gale from the N. W. obliged us to {hike the 
topmafrs, it not being in our power to veer more 
cable, or allow the fbip to drive, without her 
being on the rocks aftern; of which, even with 
thefe precautions, we entertained fome fears; al
though in a fituationperfectly land locked, and 
the weather {hores not more than five cables 
length difrant. The viulence of the gale frill 
eontinuing, the fmall bower anchor was dropped 
under foot. In t.he evening the wind moderated 
a little, which feemed to be for the fole purpofc 
of acquiring and returning with new vigor, as, 
by two on Saturday morning the 5th, the gale in
creafed to [0 violcllt a frorm, as to oblige us to 
lower the top-matts clofe down to the cap, and 
to get our yards and top-gallant mails fore and 
aft on the deck. From £vc o'clock until eight. 
it blew a perfea hurricane, attendcq with tOh 

rents 
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rents of rain. We were happily in a very fnlig, 
{ecure little harbollr, yet the fea beat with fuch 
unremitting violence againft the rocks immedi ... 
ately aitem of us, that had either the anchor ot 
cable given way, little eIfe but inevitable defrruc
tion muit have followed. Our anxiety "ias in ... 
finitely increafed by our folicitude for the welfare 
of the Chatham; but as the itorm with us at 
N. W. by VI. was directly from off the high land 
under which fhe rode, we comforted ourfeiv-es 
with the hope fhe might not experience its fury 
to the degree it affected us. About nine a m0it 
tremendous guit caufed the 01ip to roll excd
fively; this was· immediately followed by a flath 
of lightning, and a heavy craih of thHuder, which 
broke up the itorm; and in the fpaee of half an 
hour, the weather might be confidered, compa~ 
paratively fpeaking, as fair and pleafc1nt. Mr. 
Broughton immediately repaired to the Chat
ham, and had the inexpreffible pleafure of find
ing that {he had rode out the gale in a manner 
far beyond all expectation. At her itation the 
ftorm had blovm from the N. N. E. directly 
down the arm in which the was at anchor; the 
fea broke intirely over her, though it had not a 
fetch of three miles, and in a channel not three 
quarters of a mile wide; yet with her yards 
and topmafts c10fe lowered, and two anchors 
down, 1he rbde out this heav)' itorm in perfect 

{-.:eurity. 
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fecurity. Mr. Broughton loft no time in getting 
under weigh, and worked into Facile harbour; 
to which place, notwithftanding our having been 
obliged to reek ihelter here, it was my intention 
to have gone; but as we were now completely 
di{mantlcd, and finding that from thefe fllOres all 
our wants could be conveniently fupplied, I de .. 
termined to remain quiet, and to fet about the 
feveral repairs we 'required with all pallible dif
patch. Parties were immediately employed ort 
the different fervices of cutting wood for fuel, 
timber for fpars and planks; brewing fpruce beer; 
repairing the fails and rigging, cafks, &c. &c. 
which neceifary and dfential duties engaged every 
perron on board. A {mall boat with four men,. 
daily employed in fifhing, never returned ~ith
out an abundance ,of excellent fiih for prefent ufe, 
and a (upply for everyone who chofe to faIt them 
for future occafions. The N. W. gale did not: 
intirely abandon us, it again blew with confider
able violence on Sunday the 6th, after which it 
moderated, and the weather became fettIed, fe
rene and pleafant, particularly when the wind; 
which was generally the cafe, had its direction 
from the fouth or wei1:ern quarters; by which 
means our feveral duties were executed pleafantly 
and with great eafe. 

By Sunday the 13th, thefe necdfary opera
tions were in fuch a i1:ate of forwardnefs, as t() 

allow 
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allow a large party of officers and gentlemen in 
two boats, accompanied by Mr. Broughton in 
the Chatharn'scutter, to attend me on an excur
fioil over this {pacious bay, with the hope of be

coming acquainted with [orne of the inhabitants; 

and if :circumil:ances permitted, to explore the 

upper part of the northern a~m, which by Capt. 
Cook was called, "No BODY KNOW'S WHAT," 

and the only part he did not thoroughly examine. 

On Monday the 14.~h we found the arm in 
'" which Captain Cook places Apparent ifland, to 

be divided into two branches, leaving that Jan(l 

:l peninfub joined to the main land, by a very 
high, though narrow ridge of mountains. The 

perpendicular height, and very extraordinary 

ibape, of the rocky part fronting the arm, rencler 
it a moil: fingular and maJeil:ic promontory. 1\11". 
Broughton undertook the right hand, or [onthem 
branch, which he found winding, fir}! in a di
rection nearly N. E. by E. about 3f miles; then 
E. S. E. about half a league; and there, in a nor

thern direction, terminating in a {mall cove. 

The northern arm we found to run nearly ihaight 
about N. E. for fiye miles, then turning round to 

the northward, for half a league further, and cnd~ 

ing in a {mall cove with very ihallow water, in a 
north wcfrern direction. The heads of theft: arms, 

in conformity with Captain Cook's name of their 

entrance, I have called So:'.u: nODY K:1iO W3 

'WUA1'. 
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WHAT. We were exceedingly fortunate in hav';' 
ing mofr delightful weather for thefe examina
tions, and returned on board in the afternoon of 
Tuefday the 15th, though not without fdme dif.: 
appointment that, after three days excurfion, and 
landing in many places, particularly iii Cafcade 
and Indian coves, which were formerly the re': 
[art of the rtatives, we no where found any traces' 
of them, or any circumfrance that in the leafr 
indicated the country being at ptefent inhabited; 
if one or two miferable huts be excepted, which 
the officers of the Chatham met with in the
neighbourhood of Facile harbour, but which had 
not the appearance of having been lately occu-' 
pied. Pleah'lnt weathef frill continuing, on Wed
befday the 16th I took a furvey of Anchor ifland 
harbour. It appeared to be perfectly fecure, and 
may be found convenient, when accident may 
prevent vcflels getting into Facile harbour. It 
has two entrances; that to the north of the Pe
trel iflands 1s a fair and dear channel, though of 
great depth; its general foundings being from 
Z 3 to 38 fathoms i iii the narrowefr patt it i3 
about a cable's length wide, and, 1 believe, free 
from any dangc::r; as the fuores are freep, with
out any [unken rocks or flioals, excepting within 
the paffage clofe under the fouth fide of large 
Petrel illand, where they are difcoverable by the 
weeds growing upon them, and are quite out of 

the 
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the way of its navigation. The other paff'age is 
to the fouth ward' of the Petrel iflands; and as, 
in all probability, a fhong northerly wind would 
alone induce any perfon to make choice of this 
in preference to Facile harbour, the S. W. point 
of large Petrel iftand ihouid be kept clofe on 
board, (which may be fafely done) in order to 
weather the rock that appears above water in the 
middle of the harbour, and to avoid a funken 
one of which there is not the Ieatt indication, 
and on which there· is no greater depth than 
twelve feet at low water. Between this funken 
rock, and the point from off which it lies about 
three quarters of a cable's length, and nearly in 
the direcl:ion to what I have called ENTRY 

ISLAND, are fixteen fathoms. Keeping the rock 
in the harbour, which is always vifible, in a line 
with what I have called NORTH ENTRY ISLAND, 

will be fumcicnt direction, to pafs within the 
above-mentioned point and the funken rock. 
This, however, with fome other particulars, is 
better illuttrated by the annexed iketch; whieb, 
with one of Facile harbour taken by Mr. Brough
ton, I have fubjoined to a copy of Captain Cook's 
mott excellent chart of this port, with fuch tri
fling additions as in the courfe of our obfervations 
we have been able to make: and on tnis head, I 
than only further remark, that Anchor Wand 

VOL. I. N harbour, 
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harbour, although a very fafe and {ccure port, 
is not a. very com'cnient oile to get to fea from, 
ow ing to its narrow limits; grcJt depth of wate~, 
arid the above [unken rock which we difcovcred 

in it, wc1tern entrance. 
:viofr of our buunefs with the ihore being 

finiihed, our rigging o'l.-erhauled, fails ,bent, and 
the fhip ready, for fea, with very nne weather 
and a gentle breeze from S. S. E., on the morn
,ing of Friday the 18th we failed out of the cove. 
The Chatham was not yet in rcadinefs to depart; 
in order, however, that ,,"e ,might be conveni
ently itationed to proceed together when circum
frances ihould admit,' I intcnd~d to place the fhip 
abreafr of Facile harbour; out the breeze failing, 
and the tide {etting us towaoos the iilands that 
lie from it, we were obliged to anchor {ooner 
than I wiilled in 38 fathoms [oft bottom. Five 
:Finger point by compafs bore S. 40 W.; wefr 
point of Anchor iiland S. 12 \V. and the fouth 
point of Parrot iiland N . .'i a \V. a quarter of a 
rnile diftant. The day was nearly calm, but the 
next morning brought with it a frefh breeze from 
the louthward. The Chatham having completed 
her buiinefs, frood out into the roadnead', which 
obtained the name of TEl\1PEST ROAD, from the 
ftorm the there rode put on, our arrival: but not 
feeing any probability of getting to rea, fhe re-

turned 
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turned into Facile harbour. The gale increafed 
towards noon, but in the evening the weather 
became delightfully pleafant. 

On the morning of Sunday the 20th, about 
feven o'clock, a freill breeze from the S. W. fet 
in, accompanied by an unufually heavy fwell; 
which giving us reafon to apprehend fome vio
lence from the wind in that direction, We weighed, 
ran into Facile harbour," and anchored abreafr of 
the pa{[age leading out through Parrot and Pi~ 

geon iflands, in 38 fathoms foft bottom. This 
pa{[age, though not exceeding a cable's length 
in width, we found to be a very excellent one, 
with foundings from nine to five fathol'ns clore to 
the fhores. Thefe foundings are on a ridge from 
ifland to ifland, as the water deepened to up~ 
wards of 30 fathoms immediately on either fide. 
The Chatham was at anchor near us, and both 
ve{[e!s were conveniently frationed for proceed
jng to fea on a favorable opportunity prefenting 
itfdf. The wind continued to blow very ihong 
from the S. W. and brought with it a furf which 
broke very heavily on the fhores in the bay; yet 
the veiJels rode perfeotlyquiet. On Monday the 
21 fr, the fry became intirely obfcured, with dark 
gloomy weather, and the wind became variable 
with much rain. r!~The next morning was per
ft"ttly calm, and although it did not rain, the 
heavy atmofphere continued. We were now em-

'N2 played 
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ployed in completing our frock of water, and in 
procuring wood, fpruce, or rather. a fpecies of 
cyprefs, and the tea plant, for brewing at fea. 
Towards noon, a breeze {pringing up from the 
N. W. both veifcls failed out of Du£ky bay. A 
very heavy fwell rolled fvom the S. W. and weil
ward; but having a frefh breeze, by four o'clock 
:Five Finger point bore N. by E. a league difrant. 

Thus wc quitted Duiky bay, greatly indebted 
to its moil excellent refrdhments, and the falu
brity of its air. The good effects of a plentiful 
iupp!y of fifh, and fpruce beer, were evident in 
the appearance of every indi,,·idual in. our little 
{ociety. The health of our conva\efcents was 
perfectly re-eilablifhed, and excepting one with 
a chronic complaint, and two wounded by cuts 
in their legs, we had not a man on the furgeon's 
lifr; though, on the moil trifling occafion of in
difpofition, no perfon was ever permitted to at
tend his duty. Some wild fowl were procured, 
though they were by no means found in fuch 
numbers as when the Refolution wa& here in the 
year 1773, owing, in all probability, to tIll: dif
ference of the [eafon; to which, poffibly, .is to 
be afcribed, our being unable to afcertain whe
ther the geefe then left here had propagated. .. 

Captain Cook's very .excellent defcription of 
this place precludes any material additions; and 
leaves me, 'as a tranutory viiitor, little elfe than 

the 
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the power of confirming his judicious remarks 
and opinions. One circumfrance, however, may 
not be unworthy of notice. Mr. Menzies here 
found the true winter's bark; exatl:ly the fame 
plant as that found at Tierra del Fuego; but 
which efcaped the obfervation of Captain Cook 
and our botanical gentlemen in 1773: of this, 
with the antartl:ic birch, flax, and one or two 
other plants, we took fpecimens on board, though 
the period of our reaching Engla~d feemed too 
diitant to entertain hopes of their continuing 
alive. Captain Cook's recommendation of Facile 
harbour to veife!s bound to the fouthward, is high
ly judicious, as it is in all refpetl:s a fafe, com
modious, and convenient fration; capable of fup
plying every article that can be expetl:ed from 
this country, without going out of fight of the 
vetfe! : and it is rendered frill more eligible, by our 
having found fo good an outlet with northerly or 
N. \V. winds, between Pigeon and Parrot iilands; 
as, in confequence of the high land drawing thofe 
winds directly down the harbour, the wefrern 
entrance will be found Iefs convenient. No time 
1hould be lofr on arriving in this bay. to feel. fe
eurity in {orne of its harbours: which, as Cap .. 
tain Cook very truly obferves, "are numerous, 
~< fafe, and convenient." For although the wea~ 
ther we experienced after the frorm on our arri
val, may juaIy be contidcred as delightful fum-

. N 3 mer 
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mer weather, yet it cannot be denied that the 
northerly winds blow with incredible fury; and 
as they always take the direction of the arms of 
the bay, they caufe in them, though they are very 
narrow, a confiderable fea, which, in addition to 
their great depth of water, render fuch anchoring 
places neither pleafant nor fecure. I fhould not, 
however, fuppofe theft-: !torms to be very fre
quent, for two reafons. Firfr, during our Hay 
here, from the 26th of March until the 1 t th of 
May in the year 1773, which may be confide red 
as comprehending part of the winter feafon, we 
had no gale of wind comparable in point of vio~ 
lence to that which we had lately experienced, 
This was my fifth viiit to New Zealand and its 
neighbourhood; and although I have certainly 
{een much boifrerous and tempefruous weather, 
I never before contended with fo violent a !torm. 
Secondly, the mountains in Anchor ifland, Refo
lution iiland, and all thofe of moderate height 
round the bay (the land of Five Finger point 
alone excepted), which on our arrival were per
fectly free from {now, were after the !torm co' 
vered with it a confiderable way down. \Vere 
{uch falls of fnow to happen frequently, it is na
tural to conclude that vegetation would be fe
verely checked, and that its produCtions would 
not have been found to flourifh, as they certainly 
40 ~n a moft l\lxuriant II},f\nner. A few days fine 

weather 
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weather foon removed the greater part of the 
fnow; and that which remained on the high, 
difl:ant, barren mountains, which for {()me days 
paft: had been entirely free from clouds, was ob
ferved to be greatly diminiihed. 

I iliall conclude our tranfactions in Duiky bay, 
by noticing the few aft:ronomical and nautical 
ohfervations that were made in Anchor Wand 
harhour. 

The badnefs of the weather on our firft: arrival, 
and the ihort time I purpofed to remain, made 
me conclude that the erection of the obfervatory 
on fhore would be to little purpo(e. The lati
tude of the harbour was found to be one minute 
{outh of Captain Cook's calculation, or 45° 45' 
3611

• His determination is, however, moft: likely 
to be correel:, as mine was deduced from one 
day's obfervation only, with an artificial horizon,; 
and, having agreed (0 nearly, any further invef
tigation I deemed unneceifary. 

The mean refult of ten {ets of altitudes taken 
between the gth and 16th of November, for a{
certaining the longitude of the chronometer, and 
to form fome judgment as to its rate of going, 
were as follows, viz. 

By the Portfmouth rate it placed 
Anchor I11and harbour in longitude 

33y the Cape rate 

1660 42' 23/1 

1670 55' 12/1 

By 
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~ By King George theThird's Sound 
rate 1670 7' 4QIf 

The true longitude as affigned to 
that place by Captain Cook 166° 15' 54'1 

Makes the Portfmouth rate eaft 
of the truth 26' 29" 

Cape rate ditto 1 ° 39' ] 8" 

KingGeorge the Third's Sound ditto 51' 4611 

Mr. Arnold's watch on board the 
Chatham gaye the longitude of Fa
cil:; harbour, according to the Cape 
rate 165 0 48( 52'/ 

Efleeming the true longitude of Anchor Wand 
harbour to be ] 66015' 54", the chronometer was 
{aft of mean time at Greenwich on the 16th at 
noon 26/ 34"; whenCe it appeared, that it had 
gone nearly at mean time unce leaving King 
George the Third's found, and that its having 
differed from Captain Cook's affigned longitude 
of Van Dieman's land was occauoned by its nOF 
having gained at the rate we allowed, and of 
courfe the longitude of King George the Third's 
Sound was not wrong. By the refult of our ob
fervations here, it gained on an average about 
3" per day, which error I ihall allow, until a bet:
ter opportunity of afcertaining its rate may offer: 

The variation of the magnetic needle, obferve4 
on fuore by three differ~nt compa:qi:s in 18 fet& 

. 9£ 
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of azimuths, vari:::d from J-1 ° 17' to 17° 2iY. ,the 
mean refult of which was] 4° 55 1 -L,' eeil Yari-' 
ation. Thc vertical inclination of the fouth Foint 
of the magnetic needle on board was found to' 

pe-
Marked end North, face Eail, 700 3' 

Ditto' North, face Wcil, 09 8 

Ditto South, face Eail:, 70 5 

Ditto South, face 'Veil, 6g 35 

Mean inclination of the fouth 
point of the dipping needle og -13 

As we increafed our diilancc from the land, 
the N. W. wind increafed alfo. A fweIl at this 
time coming very heavily from the S. \tV. made 
me apprehenuve the wind would ihift round, and 
blow hard in that direC1:ion. The !tate of the 
mercury in the barometer, the gloominefs of the 
weather, and every other appearance of the even
ing. indicated more wind from the S. W. than 
would be pleafant to be caught in on this dreary 
.coail: we therefore ileered fauth, under as much 
[ail as we could carry, and made the neceifary 
ugnals to the Chatham for the like purpofe. Our 

lofty canvaiS was, however, fpread a very fhort 
time before it blew fa hard a gale, that we were 
under the neceffity of clore reefing the topfails, 
getting down the top-gallant yards, and ilriking 
the mails. The night was extremely dark; 
Wpich, by ten, prevented our feeing the Chat-

ham. 
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ham. The wind was now at N. };. W. very hap

pily not on the fhore, as by three in the morning 
ofWednefday the 23d its increafcd violence ob
liged us to furl the topfails. At this moment we 
were alarmed by findin; fix feet water in tho 
hold, which the {hip fdt excefiiycly, labouring 
much by being prdfed down forwaru with that 
weight of water. This very unpleaf.,nt circum
france obliged us to {c~d directly before the wind 
and rca, for the purpo[e of freeing the filip; 
when, by receiving much water in the waile, 
the caiks of beer and water frowed upon deck, 
broke from their fecurities and were Rove to 
pieces. The cau(e of fa much water in the hold, 
at nrfr a matter of great furprize, was {oon ac
counted for. The hand pumps had been, and 
were frill, choaked; which induced the carpen~ 
ter to believe, that becaufe they difcharged no 
water there was none in tht:\Dlip. This, in all 
probability had governed his examination all th~ 
latter part of the time we had been in port, and 
produced an accumulation that might have been 
attended with the moft ferious con[cquences, had 
not one of the quarter- mafters heard in the tier, 
the water ruiliing about in the hold. The hand 
pumps were foon in order; and, to relieve the 
:fhip as {oon as poffible, the crofs piece of the 
bits was unfhipped, the launch got forward, and 
'with the chain PlJmps the ycifcl hy feven o'clock 

was 
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was made perfectly dry. The gale had now in
creafed to a mofr furious frorm, nearly equal to 

that we had experienced in Dufky bay. The 
torrents of rain which fell, mixing with tht: iea 

raifed by the violent flurries of the wind, kept us 

fo mlAch in darkne(" that we' could not perceiyc 
any thing at the difrance of an hundred yards in 
anydire&ion; nor were we able to reJllme our 
fouthwardly cour(e; the wind and fea obliging 
us to freer S. S. E. or right before the frorm. We 
had not feen the Chatham finee eleven o'clock 
the preceding evening, but concluding fhe would 
frand on if able to purfue a ioutlnvardly courfe, I 
did not willi to bring to for her; particularly, as 
the wind was fuch as would foon fet us clear of 
the coail of New Zealand, which was doubtlefs 
~ very ddirable obje&. 

Towards nine in the forenoon of Thurfday 
the :;l4th the frorm began to abate; at ten the 
vvind veered round to the W. S. W.; the rain 
ceafed, and the atmofphere became clear, but the 

Chatham was not to be difcovered in any direc
tion. There was, however, great probability of 
her being to windward; and as I was frill apprc
henuve of a S. W. gale before we ihould be clear 
of this coail, I determined to lofe no time in 
getting far enough to the fouthward to enable 
llS to fail round the land and the Traps with fuch 

iJ. wind. As Matavai bay in Otaheite was the 

next 
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next appointed rendezvous, I concluded Mr. 
Broughton would do the [arne, and make the 
heft of his way with the Chatham to that port. 
The mainfail and clofe-reefed top{ails (all the 
fail the ihip would bear) were now iet, and keep
ing the wind on the beam, we fteered S. S. E.; 
when about eleven o'clock, to our great aftoni!h
ment, land was di{coyerecl, bearing eaft four or 
five leagues diftant. We knew of no land nearer 
than the {outh cape of New Zealand; and, by 
th, e'JUI-fes we had freered there \yas fcarcely a 
p',,;ibility of our being within Iefs than 1 Fl or 20 

lee-gues of the Cape: but being flattered with the 
proipeCl of a meridional ob{ervation for the lati
tude, our decifion was poftpo;led until that fl10uld 
be a{certained. Noon brought us nearer the 
land, which by compa{s bore L from N. E. by E, 
to E. N. E. at the dii1:ance of three or tour leagues 
only. By a tolerably good obfervation in lati
tude 48" 5' it was clearly proyed, that this Jand 
could not, from its fituation, be any part of New 
Zealand, as it was nearly three fourths of a de
gree to the [outh ward of the moil: {ollthern pro
montory of that country. Our longitude by the 
chronometer, was at this time 1660 4'; which 
fituation was 18/ more {Ollth, and 13' more eaft, 
than the log gave. The weather, though very 
hazy, being fomething clearer than before noon. 
we beheld, as we pailed this land <it the diftance 

of 
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of two or three leagues, the fea breaking upon its 
fuores with great violence, and difcovered it to 
be compofed of a clufter of (even craggy iilands, 
extending about fix miles in a direction N. 70 E. 
and S. 70 W. They appeared deftitute of ver
dure, and it is more than probable they never 
produce any. The largeft, which is the north
eafternmoi1:, I fllOuld fuppofe to be in extent 
equal to all the reft; it is about three leagues in 
circuit, fufficiently elevated to be feen in clear 
weather eight or nine leagues off, and is fituated 
in latitude 48° 3', longitude 16(,0 201

• The lati
tude was afcertained by three fextants which 
nearly agreed; and the longitude reduced by 
the chronometer from Duiky bay, by three (ets 
of altitudes in the afternoon; viz. one (et before 
we paired its meridian; another under it; the 
third after we had paired it. As thefe feverally 
correfponded within a mere trifle, when reduced 
to the fame point, I fhould prefume that the lon
gitude above frated is not likely to be materially 
incorrect. It was matter of (orne furprize how 
thefe ifbnds could have efcaped the attention of 
Captain Cook; but on Jaying them down in his 
chart of New Zealand, I found his tracks had 
not at any time reached "within at leaft ten leagues 
of them. From the fouth cape they bear S. 40 

\V. 1 9 leagues, and from the fouthernmoft part 
of the Traps S. 52} W. 20 Jeagues diftant. Thefe 

ii1ands, 
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ifIands, or rather rocks, for they appeared per
feEtly fteril, I have named, on account of their 
:fituation, and the fort of weather there is great 
rea(on to expect in their vicinity, THE SI,ARES; 
as bein; yery likely to draw the unguarded Ina

rincr into c:iarming difficulties. At foUl" 0' clock 
in the afternuon, the Snares bore by compafs N. 
30 W. fire or fix leagues diilant. At day-light 
the next morning, Friday the 25th, we hauled to 
the N. E. By noon, the gale had [ufficiently mo
derated to admit the fi)reading of all our canva[s; 
at noon the obfervcd latitude was 4So lS', lon
gitude 16go 33'. I cannot avoid here mention
ing the concern I felt in beholding the laft of 
our fheep thrown overboard; the race of ani. 
mals of the brute creation on board the Di[co
,cry, had certainly been very ill fated; out of 
thirty fbeep taken on board at Portf mouth, no 
more than two came to the table, the reft died 

betore we reached the equator; nor were we 
much more fortunate in the like number of we
thers received at the C'!jle; two thirds of there, 
with [even ewes and :fix rams, intended as pre
fent" to our friends in the South Sea iflands, were 
at this time uead ; notwitbftanding they were aU 
taken on board in exceedingly high condition, 
and had neither wanted care, plenty of whole
fome lood, nor good ,lodging. 

\Vith a plea{,m~ t:worable gale; fometimes in 

the 
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the N. \\T. but chiefly from the S. "V. quarter, 
and with tolerably fine weather, we ilood to the 
E. N. E.; and made fuch progreiS, that by noon 
on the 8th of December ,ve had reached the lati
tude of 3 r 27', longitude 20 r 14'. The wind 
veered . round to the north with a moderate 
breeze, attended by dark gloomy weather and 
forne rain. On Saturday the loth we were fur
rounded by a very thick fog, which, with much 
rain at intervals, continued until Tuefday the 
13th;"when hal'iog a fine breeze at S. S. \V. the 
fog cleared away, but it fiill remained very cloudy. 
We were howel'er enabled to afcertain our fitua
tion for the firfi time fince the 8th, to be in lati
tude 36° 13', longitude 2140 33!, varying hnec 
that day 531 more to the north, and 28' more to 
the eail, than was 111ewn by the log. "Ve flood 
to the north, under all the fail we could fpread, 
but were not futfered long to purfue this courfe. 
In the,latitude of 31 0 43!, longitude 214' II', at 
noon on Thurfday the 15th the wind veered 
round, and fettled between the N. E. and N. 
N. E. obliging us ply with a moderate breeze to 
the northward; in doing which fo little was 
gained, that on Saturday the 17th we had only 
reached the latitude of 31 ° 8', longitude 214°34' ~ 

I 

The wind now blew a [rdh gale from the north, 
the topfails were reefed, the weather was very 

dark, gloomy, and cxceffively fultry, with con-
tinued 
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ti01:ted lightning and thunder at fome difrance~ 
until the morning, when the wind died away, 
and in its fread, extremely ,ivid forked lightning, 
with incdrant peals of thunder, accompanied by 
torrents of rain, attended us, without intermif
:lion, until noon of Sunday the 18th. The thun
der and lightning then ceafed, but the rain flill 
continued; and, contrary to Ollr expectation, 
the wind refumed its N. N. E. direCtion, and 
hlew fo hard as to mah the ilriking our top
gaJlant yards neceiTary. A remarkably fmooth 
fea, with heavy, damp, clQfe, cloudy weather, 
and little alteration in the wind, attended us until 
Tuefday the 20th; it then moderated, and the 
top-gallant fails were fpread. 

Since the 1 ith we had not obtained any cor
rect obfervations; but, by our reckoning, the la
titude at noon was 300 1 iI, longitude 2150 22'. 

Although the wind from the north and N. N. E. 
was attended with fudden and violent flurries, 
yet the fea continued finooth, which indicated, 
that land, probably of fame extent, exitted not 
very far difrant in that direction. ' After noon, 
we flood to the eafrward about four leagues: 
when, fllddenly, a very heavy fwell was met from 
N. N. E. which v:as foon followed by fuch an 
increafe of wind from that quarter, as reduced 
us to our clofe-reefed topfails. This gale, which 

proved the breaking up of the northerly wind. 
was 
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was of ihort duration: in the eveni~g it mode
rated, and veered round by the eaft to the S. S. 
W·. We made all fail to the north by weft; 
but it was not until the wind became a very freih 
breeze, that we were enabled to fteer that courfe 
againft the northerly fwell, which drove the ihip 
a£tern. This evening there were feveral fmall 
white tern hovering about the ihip, feemingly 
with _great incliriation to alight on board. On 
the morning of Wednefday the 21 it, the head 
fea had for the moft part fubfided, and the wind 
{eemed to have fettled in the fouthern quarter: 
and blowing a gentle breeze with very plea(ant 
weather, enabled me to obtain -fix fets of lunar: 
diftances, whofe mean refult reduced to noon 
gave the longitude 2150 221 45". The chrono
meter, by the laft rate ihewed 2150 uY 4.';"; the 
latitude was 2g" 15'; which was, at this time, 
6' further north than we expected. 

We continued our route to the northward; 
which, with a gentle gale at S. S. E. and plea
fant weather, brought us, by day-light on Thurf
day the 22d, in fight of land, bearing by compafs 
N. E.! N. At firfr it appeared like three fmall 
high iflands, the eafl:ernmoit much refembling a 
veifcl under {ail. This land being at a confider
able difrance from the tracks of former navigators, 
I fteered for it, in order to be fatisfied of its ex
tent, productions, and other circumftanc€s wor-

VOL, 1. 0 thy 
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thy obfervation. In the forenoon, eight [ets of 
lunar difrances were ohtained: which, as before, 
nearly correfponding with each other, gave, by 
their mean r~{ult, when reduced to noon, 215 Q 

42' 40", the{~, with thore taken the preceding 
d3JY, comprehending 14 fets of difiances, gave 
21.5" 3g'. The latitude, by feveral fextants, was 
determined to be 27° 5'~'. 

Since feeing the land in the morning, we 
had run eleven leagues; and had approached it 
fufficicritly near to perceive, that all we had at 
firfr feen was united. It now bore, by compafs, 
from N. 2g E. to N. 43 E. about five leagues. 
difiant, with a frnall il1and lying off its eafiero 
fide N. 45 E. 

Affified by a gentle S. E. gale, with fine plca
{ant weather, at three in the afternoon we were 
within about a league of the ihore; yet no bot
tom was to be gained at the depth of 180 fa
thoms. Several canOes came off to the fhip, and 
all means Were ufed to invite them on board. 
They declined our entreaties, but {eemed very 

folicitous that we fhould accept their imitations 
to land: which they :lignified by ,>vaving their 
paddles towards the coail, and hy deiiring us, in 
the language of the Great South-Sea nation, to 
go nearer to the :lhore. We bore away with that 

. intent, but foon a~ain brou<Tht to, on obfcrvin(r 
~ b 'b 

that two or three canoes were paddling in great 

halt; 
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hafre towards the !hip. After {orne perfuafion, 
four men in one of the canoes came near enough 
to receive fome prefents, which feemed to pleafe 
them exceedingly; 'and though their countrymen 
appeared to rebuke them for their railinefs, the 
example was !hortly followed by feveral others. 
It was not, however, without !hewing every de
mOilfrration of friend!hip, that any could be pre
vailed upon to come on board, until at length, 
the man who had brought about this intercourfe 
{eemed determined to efrabli!h it, by complying 
with our defires. On his entering the !hip, he 
trembled and was much agitated; apprehenfion; 
afroniiliment, and admiration, equally appearing 
at the fame initant; and though, on his being 
made welcome after the ufual fafhion, and pre .. 
rented with a fmall iron adz, his countenance 
became more ferene and cheerful, yet he frill ap
peared in a {rate of great anxiety. He foon com" 
municated his reception and treatment to his fur
rounding countrymen; and we !hortly had as 
many vifitors as it was pleafant to entertain. 
They all feemed perfetlly well acquainted with 
the ufes to which they could apply iron, and how 
to efrimate its value amongf]: themfelves; as alfo 
the mannet in which it was regarded by Euro
peans. They r.1ade no fcmpIe, even with lome 
force, to take articles of iron out of our hands; 

and, in lieu of them, with great courte(v and ad-
02 dtJi 
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drefs prefented, in return, fome few fiili, fiiliing
hooks, lines, and other trifles, which they feemed 
to willi fhould be accepted as prefents, and not 
received in excharige. Looking-glaifes, beads. 
and other trinkets of little importance, at firft 
attraCted: their attention, and were gladly accept
ed ;' but no fooner did they di{cover that articles 
mad':e of iron were common amongft us, than 
they refufed ~ll other prefents, and wanted to 
barter every other gift for iron. I could not 
prevail on any of them to a-ccept a' few medals. 

Their vifit feemed prompt.ed only by curiofity, 
as they were completely unarmed, and brought 
with them (except the few fiili, &c.) neither ar
ticles of food, nor manufa8.ure. A few fpears, and 
a club or two, were feen in one or two of the ca
noeS only; two or three indifferent flings for 
frones were alfo noticed; with which they parted 
without the 1eafl: reluctance. 

We lay to until five o'clock in the hope of 
obtaining the name of this ifland, or of any other 
which might exifl: in its neighbourhood. Thefe 
people were evidently of the Great South-Sea 
nation; fpeaking, with fome little difference of 
dialect, the fame langua~e; and ref em blin£" the 

L '" 

Friendly iflanders, more than the inhabitants of 

any other country. On this occafion, Towereroo 
the Sandwich in~mder was of little ailifl:ance; 
having been taken at an early period from home', 

and 
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'and having been long abfent, he had fo muc1), for

gotte~l his mother tongue, as to 'be fcarcely· able 

to undedland the language of thefe .people better 
-than ourfel ves. Two or three of them remained 

on board nearly an hour; but f01;lufixed ~nd un

itei;ldy was their attention, which wandered from 

{}bjecr to obje&. that it was impoffible io gain 
from them any information. Their an(wers to 

almofr every queRion were in the affirmative,; 
and our enquir.ies as to the .name of theirifland, 

&c. werecontinu:lllyinterrupted by incdfant in
vitations to .go on fuore. At length, I had reafol;1 

to be~iev.e trlc name of the iiland was Oparo; and 
that of their chief [{orie. Although I could not 

pofitively determine that thefe names were cor

realy afcertnined, yet as there was a .probability 
.of their being fa, I diRinguiilled the iiland by 
the name of OPARO, until it might be found 

.more properly entitled to another. By fix in the 
evening:, we had nearly {een round the ,iiland, 

which is of little extC+1t; and not choo{ing to 

lofe the advantage of a fine foudlwardly wind, 

wc procceded to the N. N. W. under .all the fail 
we could {pread. 

As it was not my intention to Rop at Opuro, 
~no delay was occa:G.oncd byexaIl:lining for an

cchorage, which probahly may be found on both 
{ides of its N. W. point. To the fouthward of 
,that point IS a [mall bay with a .fiony beach? 
. .0.3 .through 
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through which there was the appearance of a; 
confiderable {heam of water falling into the fea~ 
The {hores in moitparti:\ were fa perfecUy fmooth, 
that landing might have been efteL9:ed without 
the leaR difficulty. Round to the north of that 
point is another fmall bay, in which are a fmall 
iOet and fome rocks; behind thefe, the fuare 
may be approached with great eafe at any time, 
Indeed, there was not any part of the ifland which 
appeared to have been aCted upon by heavy vio
lent furfs, as the verdure in many places reached 
to the water's edge. The fouth extremity of the 
ifland appeared in fome points of view to form a 
right angle, without the leait interruption in the 
fides; about half a mile to the fouth-eaR is a 
{mall detached iflet; the fllores are interfperfed 
with {andy beaches; its greateit extent, which is 
in a N. J 8vV and S. 18 E. direction, is about fix 
miles and a halt: and it may pollibly be about 
eighteen miles in circuit. This ifland is fituated 
in the latitude of 27° 3fY; and, by our lunar 6b
fervations of the two preceding days reduced to 
its centre by the chror.ometer, is in longitude* 
215° 5S' 28"; the mean of the variation was 5° 

40' caRwardly. 
Its principal charaL9::er is a clufrer of high 

craggy n~ountains, forming in feveral places, moil: 
romantic pinnacles, with perpendicul~r ciiffs 

'x' Vide Afironomical (lbfcn'ations at Otaheite. 
nearly 
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nearly from their fummits to the fea; the vacan

cies between the mountains would more probably 
be termed chafms than val lies, in which ther~ 

:was no great appearance of plenty, fertility or 
cultivation; they were chiefly clothed with fhrubs 
.and dwar.f trees. Neither the plantation, nor other 

fpontaneous yegetah1c productions common to 

.the inhabited tropical' if1ands, prefented them,. 

:C:lves. The tops vf f:x ofthe higbdl: hills bore 
.the appearance of fortified places, refemblillg re
.doubts; having a {)rt of block houfe, in the f11ape 

nfan Englifh glafs haufe, in the centre of each, 
with rows of palli(,does a confiderable way down 

.the fides of the hills, nearly at equal difranees. 
Thefe, ;Yerhanging, {eemed intended for acl~ 
:<ianced works, and apparently capable of defend
ing the eitadd by a few againft a numerous hall: 
,of ajfaihats. On all of them we noticed people, 

.as if on duty, conitantly moving about. Vi/hat 
~:ve conGdcred as blo~k houfcs, from their great 

.fimilar.ity .in appearance to that fort of building, 
were {llffi.~.ient1y large to loclge a con{iclcI ,~~Jle 

~lUmber of r~rfons, and were the only habitations 
we 1a '.'1. Y ct from the num ber of canoes that in 

fa Dwrt a time auer:1blc,d around us, it is natun~l 

to copcludc that the inhabitant:; are YCl"i ii·c

.queutly afloat, aq,d tD .infer ti'om this Cii"ct1111-

Hance that the ihor.~s, and not thore forti.fied 

hil~s which appeared to be in the ~enter of the 
. 0 -1 iiland. 
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ifland, would be preferred for their general refi
dence. We raw about thirty double and fingle 
canoes, though mofl of them were of the double 
{ort: the fingle canoes were fupported by an 
outrigger on a'oe fIde, and all built much after 
the fafhion of the Society Wands, v. ithout having 
their very high flerns, though the flerns of fame 
of thefe were: confiderably elevated; and their 
bows were not without fome little ornament. 
They were very neatly conflruCl:ed, though the 
narrowefi: canoes I ever faw. When it is con
fidered that the builders of them are nearly defli
tute of iraq, and poiTdfed of very few imple
ments of that valuable metal; and when the 
miierable tools they have generally recourfe to 
far fuch operations arc regarded, the mind is filled 
with admiration at their ingenuity, and perf ever
ing il1duihy. The ifiand did not appear to afford 
any large timber; the broadefl planks of which 
the canoes were made, not exceeding twelve 
inches, confirmed us in this opinion, as they were 
probably cut out of the largefi: trees. Some of 
the floutefl double canees accommodated from 
twenty-five to thirty men, of whom, on a mode
rate computation, three hundred were fuppofed 
to have been [cen near the fhip. Thefe were all 
adults, and apparently none exceeding a middle~ 

"age; fo th~t the total nu;nber of inhabitants on 
thv i:fJand can hardly be eflimated at Ids than 

fifteen 
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£fteen hundred. In this refpea it mufl: be COll

fidered prolific, notwithaanding its uncultivated 

appearance. The natives, however, appeared to 
be exceedingly well fed, of middling frature, ex
tremely well made; and in general, their coun
tenance.s were open, cheerful, and fl:rongly mark
ed with indications ofhofpitality. They were all, 
to a man, very lolicitous that fome of us ihould 
accompany them to the ihore; and thofe who 
laR quitted the filip, endeavoured with all their 
powers of perfuation, and fome efforts of COffi

pulfion, to effect their purpofe. On their depar
ture they took hold of the hand of everyone near 
them, with a view to get them into their canoe. 

They all had their hair cut ihort; and, excepting 
a wreath made of a broad long-leaved green plant, 
worn by fome about the waia, they were intirely 
without clothing. Although the cuaom of ta
towing prevails fo generally with all the ifianders 
of this ocean, thefe people were deaitute of any 
fuch marks. 

Independent of the protection their fortified 
retreats ,may afford, it did not appear that they 
were fubject to much hoaility, as fcarcely any 
fears from wcunds or other marks of violence 
were obferved on their bodies. Their elevated 

fortified places (for certainly they had everyap
pearance of being fnch) led fome of us to con

jecture, that they were frequently annoyed by 
troublefome 
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troublefome neighbours from rome other iilands 
not far difrant. But, as the canoes we fa w were 
not even furnifhed with fails, nor had any ap
pearanCe of having been ever equipped for an ex
pedition beyond their own coait, it may reafon
ably be inferred, that they were not accufwmed 
to voyages of \tny length. Yet, on the other 
hand, when the {mall extent of their iiland is 
taken intocon4deratioo, it is hard to reconcile 
that it is not the fear of foreign enemies, but the 
apprehenfion of domefric infurre8:ion, that has 
induced the l\lborious confiruc1ion of their forti
fied retreats; and as to the S. E. of this i:Oan,d 
there is an cxtenfive {pace in the ocean hitherto 
but little frequented; \t i~ not improbable that 
fome iiJanGs may exit1: there, the inhabitants of 
which may occafionally make unfriendly viJlts to 
thefe people. 

Leaving Oparo, we had plea{an~ weather with 
a gentle breeze from the S. E. At eight in tqe 
morning of Friday the 23d, the ifland was itkll 
vilible from the deck, bearing by compafs S. S. 
E. ! E.at the diftance of l8 leagues. The brce~e 
bctween E. and S. E. carried m rapidly to the 
N. N. W. and brought us on the cvcninf:; of Sun
day the 25th into thc vicinity of iome low iflands 
difcovercd by Captain Carteret, and named the 

;Puke of Gloucet1:~r's il1ands. The cycning \,yJ; 

dark and gloomy; and not chooGng to pars the 

{ru~ 
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fpot affigned to them in the night, we continued 
to make ihort trips under our top-fails, until day
light; after which we again refumed our courfe. 
Our latitude at noon of Monday the 26th was 
I gO 58' , longitude 211 0 -16', which was g' further 
fouth, and 231 further weft, than was iliewn by 
the log. At about 10 33' to the weft of thciitua
tion of the Duke of Gloucefter's iilands accord
ing to Captain Carteret, we pafTed their latitude, 
without feeing any appearance of land. Having 
now a freib gale at eaft, we entertained the pleaf
ing hope of reaching Otaheite the next day; this 
flattering profpeCl: was of iliort duration. 1'0-
,wards the evening, th.e wind veered to the N. E. 
find its violence obliged us to clofe reef the top
fails. The gale ,vas attended with very heavy 
fqualls, and a torrent of rain continued almoil: 
without intenniffion until the evening of vVed
pefday the 28th, when it ceafed, and the wind 
frill at N. E. became moderate. By franding on 
to the N. N. W. day-light the next morning, 
Thurfday the 2gth, prefented us with a view of 
Matavai, or Ofnaburgh if1and, at the diftance of 

feven or eight leagues, bearing by compafs N. E. 
by E. Om courfe was immediately illaped for 
Qtaheite, the fclUth point of which was vifible by 
eleven o'clock, bearing by compafs S. 7oW. eight 
pr nine leagues diHant. The wind coming to the 
porth prevented our reaching :Matavai bay, and 

obliged 
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obliged us to ply to windward during the night. 
In the morning of Friday the 30th, with a gentle 
breeze from the N. E. we frood for Matavai 
under all the {ail we could {pread. About eight 
o'clock, a canoe came alongude with two pigs 
and {orne vegetables; a prefeat from a ufter of 
Otoo, reuding in that part of the if1andof which 
we were then abreaft. The natives informed 
me that we had been expeaed, and that they had 
been looking out for us two days, in confequence 
of information they faid they had received from 
an Engliili vdfel, then at anchor in Matavai bay; 
and their defcription of her being perfettIy intel
ligible, I did not heutate to believe it was the 
Chatham, of which we iliortly experien.::ed the 
happinefs of being convinced. Mr. Broughton 
{oon viuted us, and brought with him an early 
and acceptable fupp!y of the excellent productions 
of this fertile country. About ten, we anchored 
in Matavai bay. OUf mutual gratulations on 
meeting were extremely heightened, by receiving 
and communicating the happy tidings, that every 
individual compoung the fociety of, each vdfd was
in a moft perrea ftate of health. i\fr. Brough
ton had, unce his arrival, receiyed repeated marks 
of friendiliip and attention from the good people 
·of the iiland. Having deemed it expedient to 
cfrabliih the following regulations o~/board the 
Difco\-ery, I deliyered a copy of them to Mr. 

Broughton, 
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Broughton, and direCted that the rules might be 
ftriCtly obferved and attended to on board the 
Chatham; after which, Mr. Broughton prefented 
me with a narrative of his proceedings during 
the time of our feparation. 

RULES and ORDERS for the guidance and condua: 
of all perfons in, or belonging to his Maje:fl:y's 
floop Difcovery and Chatham tender; enjoined 
to be moft frriCl:ly obferved in all intercourfe 
with the natives of the feveral South-Sea 
iflands. 
The principal, and indeed fole defign, of the 

Di[coveryand Chatham calling at the iilands in 
the Pacific Ocean, being to acquire fuch refrefh
ments as thofe iilands may be found to afford; 
and as tbefc refrefhments are to be purchafed 
with articles which Europeans efrccm of little 
value ;-if each individual be permitted to make 
(uch bargains as he may think proper, not only 
the value of there articles will foon be reduced 
in the e:fl:imation of the Indians, but, until a pro
per and. good undedlanding be eflabliihed be
tween the natives of the different iilands, and our:
{elves, it may fubjeC1: us to {uch dirturbances as 
may be attended with the mort fatal confe
quences. And as a due proportion of time will 
be allowed before the vdrels depart from any 
iiland, (circum:fl:anccs admitting thereof) for the 

prmiding. 
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providing fuch articles of curiofity, &c. as any 
perfon may be inclined and able to purchafe: 

It i~, firfi, firitHy enjoined, that no officer; 
{caman, or other perfon, in fuch commerce with 
the Indians, do give fuch articles of value, for any 
article of curiofity, as may tend hereafter to de
preciate the value of iron, beads, &c'., &c. 

Secondly, That every fair means be ufed td 

cultivate a friendfhip with the different Indians, 
and on all occafions to treat them with every de
gree ofkindnefs and humanity. 

Thirdly, As proper perfons will he appointed 
by the refpective commanders to trade with the 
natives, for the neceifary provifions and refrefh
ments; it is firictly enjoined that no officer, fea .. 
man, or other perf on, excepting him or them fo 
appointed, do on any pretence, prefume to trade; 
Qr offer to trade, for any article whatever, until 
permiffion fhall have been granted for [0 doing. 

Fourthly, Every perf on employed on fhore, on 
any duty whatever, is firictly to attend to the 
fame: and if it fhould appear that by neglect, 
any of the arms! working tools, boats furniture, 
or other matters committed to the charge of one 
or more per[ons, be lofi, or fuffered to be fiolen, 
the full value of the fame will be charged againfi 
his, or their wages, and he or they will likewife 
{uffer fuch other punifhment, as the nature of 

the offence may deferve; and as the ad<iitional 

pay; 
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pay, and the emoluments of the artificers, {erving 
in his Majefry's navy, is for their encouragement. 
and the dili~;ent ?erformance of their duty in 
their refpeBive trades or occupations, and for 
providing themfelves with the requifite working 
tools, all {nch implements or tools belonging to 
the feveral artificers of the two ve{fels, are by 
their re{pective owners to be carefully preferved, 
that they may be always able to perform the 
duties of their refpective departments; and fuould 
anyone be hardy enough to fail in his obedience 
to this order, he :(hall be di{rated from his- em-' 
ployment during the continuance of the voyage-, 
and {utter {uch other punii11ment as the crime 
may deferve. 

Laftly, The {arne penalty will be inflicted on 
every perron, who :(hall be found to embezzle, or 
be concerned in embezzling, or offering to trade 
with, anypart of the :(hips or boats frores, furni~ 
ture, &c. &c. be thefe of what nature {oever. 

Given on board his Majei1:y's floop Di{co
very, at rea, the 25 th of December, 1 791. 

(Signed) 
GEORGE VANCOUVER. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER V. 

1\11'. Broughton's Narrative, from the Time if his 
Separation, to his being joined by the DiJcove1Y 
at Otaheite; 'With .fame Account if Cftatham 

!/land, and other !flallds diJcovered OIL his Pcif-
flge. 

T HE wood we had received in Facile harbour, 
(on Tuefday the 22d of November) with 

the fpruce-beer and water upon deck, had brought 
the veffel fo much by the head, that, together 
with the high fea now running, obliged us to de_ 
viate from our fouthwardly courfe and keep be
fore the itorm, which raged with great violence; 
and notwithitanding every precaution a wave 
itruck our item, about fix 0' clock on Wednefday 
morning, wafhed away the jolly boat, and fat us 
all afloat upon deck. Having, about nine, run 
by eitimation to the fouth of the Traps, to pre
vent our ihipping fa much water, I brought to, 
under a reefed try fail. and fore itayfail. By noon, 
the gale had confiderably abated, the fea fubfided, 
and the horizon became tolerably clear; but the 
Difcovery was not to be feen in any direCl:ion. 

/ 
After duly weighing all circumfrances fince the 

commence-
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commencement of the gale, ourJeparation fronl 
the Difwvery' appeared now complete; and the 
chance. of our meeting af!:ain until our arrival at 
our next rendezvous in Otahei~e, feemed .little 
in our favor. 

,About two in the afternoon, land was di[
covered' from the deck, appearing like a high 
ifland; bearing hy compafs S. S. E: three or foui: 
leagues difiant; about an ho?: a{terward's,we 
had fight of more land lying to the fouthw.ard 
and detached fi-om the former; our utmofi en
deavours were_ ufed to weather this land, but 
:finding itirripi'acticable; we bore up for a paifage 
between the high illand and th~detached land:; 
which was fourid to be compofed of it clufrer of 
fman -iflets arid rocks, greater in extent though 
about the height of the Needles; their tops or 
-ridges are much broken; and from the high 

I ~fland bore by compa[s N. E. and S. W. forming 
a paifage three miles wide; "about 'one third of 
the pa-LTage over, on the fouthern fide, lies a 
fmall black rockjufi above water ;hon aU thefe 
rocks and iflets the [ea broke with great violence. 
In this paffage we had a confufed irregular [well, 
with the appearance of broken water; large 
bunches of rea-weed were obfcrved, and the 
whole furface was covered with bir:ds of a blackifh 
colour. The N. E. part of the iOand in the even
ing, bore by compa[, no~th i the S. W. part, N. 

,VOL. I. P W. by 
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W. by N.; the paifage N. W.; and the rocky 
iilets from N. W. by W. to W. by N. between 
two and three leaguesdifrant: in this :fituation 
we had no bottom at the depth of 60 and 80 fa
thoms .• Some parts of the ifland prefented a 

very barren appearance, not unlike theS. W. 
I14d~jof Portlap.d, compofed of whitiihrocky cliffs . 
. The rocky'if1ets are five in number, fome of 
which wore a pyramidical form. ii:On account 
hii::rlre hazinds in the '~tIDo{phere, the north-eafr
emmofr pant of .the i:t1and waS feen fo very indif
tintl:ly, "tha:t'ih extent could. not be afcertained. 

"We had no reafon "to f1,lppofe it inhabited, and 
its defolate appearance made. that very impro
bable. This ifland, in honor of Captain Knight 
of the navy, I named KNIGHT'S ISLAND. Its 
fouth point lies in the latitude of 48° 15', longi
tude 166° 44'; afcertained by the watch the laft 
time the bearings were taken, allowing its error 
to be 30' wefr, as determined at DUi'ky bay. 
Knight's ifland, fo far as we could fee of its ex
tent, and the rocky iflets, lie in the diretl:ion of 
X E. by E. ! E. and S. W. by W. ! W. allow
ing a point and a half variation eafr: they extend 
about four leagues. 

In the morning of Thurfday the 24th, with 
a fine .wefrwardly gale, we altered our courfe and 
made all fail to the N. E. 'The wind which 
varied in point-of force, veered gradually round 

by 
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by thclnorth. On Saturday the 26th our lati
tude 'was, 46° 43', Jongitude 173° 30'. In the 
evening the wind ihifted {uddenly to the S. W. 
and blew with {uch violence, that ihiking our 
topgallant mafrs and yards became· necdrary. A 
remarkably heavy following fea, kept ,the vd
fel confrantly under water; but the gale'was at-

'tended with clear weather. At noon on Sunday 
the 27th ourlatitude:by ob{ervatiou was "15° 54/; 

longitude by account. 17 GO 13' . The gale now 
moderated, which permitted us again to re{ume 
our N. E. 'courfe, with a ·fine breeze between 
wefr and N. W. Eatly in the morning of Mon
day the"2gth, low land ,was di{covered, bearing 
by compafs from N. E. to E. N. E.; and' being 
then in .40 fathoms water, we brought to until 
day-break. About four o'clock \ve ihad 38 fa
thoms, bottom of (and and iriok'eh ihells,.wherr 
the N .. W. point of this land, which iii low, bore 
by compafs S. 7E. about three leaguesrli!l:ant, and 
which,.aftcr the man >\'ho fortunatel{faw it frarti 
the foj'e yard" I Darned PblXTAuSclN; are';' 
markablyrugged rock); mountaii1that .obtained' 
the name of MouWl' PATTERSON S. 60 E.;:t 
{ugar-Ioafhill S. 84 E. ; and the.extrCl1;lC point 
to the eafrward, which' formed an abrupt cape; 
N. 75 E. Two iilands; N; 3 £.to N. 5 E. two 
or three leagues difraJjt . .].The interior land waS.' 
of all10denite height, rifing gradually~ and form':~ 

P 2 ing 
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ingIeveralpeaked hills, which at a diirance have 
the appearance of iilands. \c From point Alifon 
to mount Patterfon the ill0re is low, and covered 
with wood; from thence to the above cape was 
a continued white beach, on which' fome fandy 
cliffs, and ,black rocks were interfJ:ierfed, appa
rently detached fromthefhore. To the eattward 
of thefe rocks, between them and a flat project
ing point, the land fcemed to form a bay open 
to the weihvard. From this, point to therobove 
cape, a diftance of about two illiles, the cliffs 
are, covered ,with wood and coarfe grafs. Thefe 
cliffs are of moderate height; compofed ofa red
difh cby, mixed WIth bLacK rocks. Several large 
black rocks iieoff point AJifon, and thecilpe, ex-' 
tending t06a little diitancc; and as we ;paifed 
within about halF a mile of the fuore, .the depth 
of water was 14 fathoms, braken fuells, and fandy 
bottom. This cape forms' a confpicuous head
mnd,; and' is ,the northernmofr part of the ifland ; 
J called it CAPE YOUNG; it lies in latitude 43~ 
48/ , 10flg1tude 1830 2'. The above two'ifl:Cmds 
lie ~-ery near each other; to:the eattward of them 
lies: a {mall' ,ruck, apparently connected, though 
llt no great dii}ance, by a reef; another rock 
:(Huewhat,larger is iituated between them. They 
are oLno,gl'~at height; flat top with perpendi
Q,ilar tftdti.si~i:>!J1pofed ihtirely of rocksi , and much 
freqU\:~n;ted ,bYl,bitds yf different kinds. Theie. 

which 
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'which from their refemblance to each bther, I 
called THE Two SISTEI1S, are in latitude 43° 41', 

longitude 1820 4g'; and bear, by compafs, from 
Cape Young N .. ~o W. four leagues difrant. -We 
freered from cape Young 'E. by N. keeping be
tween t\yO and three miles from the'coail:, with 

regular foundings from 25 to 22 fathoms.') The 

1hore is a continued white fandy beach, on which 
the furf ran very high. Some high land, riting 
gradually from the beach and covered with wood, 
extends about four miles to the ca!1:ward of the 

cape. After pailing this land, we opened the 
{everal hills over the low land we had feen in 
the morning, and could di{cern that many of 

them were covered like our heaths in England, 
but de!titute of trees. The woods in fome fpots 
had the appearance of being cleared, and in fe

veral places between the hills fmoke was obferved. 

The beach is interrupted at unequal di£bnces by 
projetl:ing rocky points covered with wood. Over 

the banks of fand were feen a range of retired 
hills at a confiderable diftance, in the diretlion 

of the coaft. After failing about 10 leagues, we 
came abreaft of a {mall umdy bay. Water was 

{een over the beach, and the country had tire 

appearance af being v.ery p1eafant.With our 
glaife$ we perceived forne peoplehauliL1g up a 

canoe, and feveral othcrrs behind the rocks in the 

b~y.Fearful that fo good an opportunity 111ight 
, P 3 not 
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not occur for acquiring {ome knowledge of the 

.inhabitants, I worked up into the bay, which we 
had paired before the natives were difcovered. 
We came to an anchor about a mile from the 
ihore in 20 fathom water, fandy and rocky bot
tom. The eafiernpoint by compafs bore N. 78 
E.; cape Young W. 13 S.; the larboard point 
of the bay S. E.; the eafiern point from our an
chorage proved to be the termination of tne 
ifland, to which I gave the name of POINT MUN

NISGS. 

Accompanied by Mr. Johnfion the mafter, 
and one of the mates, we proceeded towards the 
fuore in the cutter. The rocks project a little at 
each extremity of the bay; within them we found 
{mooth water, and landed upon the rocks on the 
ftarboard fuare, where we had firft perceived the 
inhabitants; who were, at this time, on the op
potite fide, but feeing us examining their canoes, 
they hafrily ran round the bay; on which w,e re
tired to the boat, to wait their arrival. As they 
approached they made much noife, and having 
{oon joined us, we entered into a converfation by 
figns, gefiures, and fpeech, without underfiand
ing what each other meant. We prefented them 
with feveral articles, which they received with 
great eagernefs, and feemed pleafed with what
ever was given them; but would make no ex
changes. Yet as we had reafon. to believe they 

were 
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were very folicitous that we fuould land, Mr. 
Sheriff, leaving his arms in the boat, went on 
fuore; but he feemed to excite the attention of 
two or three of them only, 'who attended him 
towards the canoes on the beach, whilfi the refr, 
amounting to forty or thereabOl:ts, remained on 
the rocks talking with us, and whenever the 
boat backed in, to deliver them any thing, they 
made no fcruple of attempting to take whatever 
came within their reach. Having repeatedly 
beckoned us to follow them round to where their 
habitations were fuppofed to be, as foon as Mr. 
Sheriff returned, we proceeded to comply with 
their wifhes. .They had been very curious in 
their examination of Mr . .sheriff~s perf on, and 
feem~d very defirous of keeping him, as they fre~ 
quently pulled him towards the wood, where 
we imagined fome of them reuded. On meet
ing them on the other fide, they feated them
{elves on the beach, and feemed very anxious to 
receive us on fuore; but as all our intreaties were 
ineffectual in obtaining any thing in return for 
our prefents, perceiving many of them to be 
armed with long fpears, and the fituation being 
unfavorable to us, in cafe they fuould be difpofed 
to treat us with hofrility, we did not think it 
prudent to venture amongfr them; and finding 
our negociation' WaS not likely to be attended 
with fuccds, we took our leave; but in our way 

P 4 off, 
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cff, as the natives remairied quietly where we 
leFt th«m, I thought it a good opportunity to 
land once more and take another view of their. 
canoes. Having again reached the !hare without 
any interruption, we difplayed the Union flag,· 
turned a turf, and took poifeffion of the iiland ; 
which I named CHATHAM ISLAND, (in honor 
of the Earl of Chatham,) in the name of His 
Majefry King George the Third; llnder the pre
fumption of our being the firfr difcoverers. After 
drinking his Majefris health, I nailed a piece o.f 
lead to a tree near the beach, on which was in
f-cribed, His Britannick Majefry's Brig Chatham, 
Lieutenant ~Villiam Robert Broughton com
mander, the 29th November, 1791. And in a 

bottle fecreted ·near . the tree, was depofited an 
infcription in Latin to the {arne effect:. 

The canoes we examined were more in form 
of a {mall hand-bar.row ~ithout legs, than any 
?ther thing to which they can be compared, de
creafing in width from the after to the fore part. 
They were maqe of a light fubfrance refembling 
bamboo, though not hollow, placed fore an,d aft 
911 each fide, and fecured together by pieces of 
the fame wood, up and down, very neatly faf
tened with the fibres of fome plant in the man
ner of bai1~et work.. Their bottoms fuit and: 
confrmtfredin the fame way, were two feet deep 
and cighteen inches in breadth; the. openings of 

the 



1791.J Rou~m THE WORLD. 233 

the feams on the infide and bottoms were fruffed 
with long fea weed; their fides meet not abaft, 
nor forward, their extreme breadth aft is three, 
and forward, two feet; length eight and nine 
feet. In the frern is a feat very neatly made of, 
the fame material; which is moveable. They 
appeared calculated alone for £fhing amongfr the 
r.ocks near the thore; were capable of carrying 
two or three perrons, and were fa light that two 
men could convey them any where with. eafe, 
and one could haul them into fafety on the beach. 
Their grapnels were frones, and the ropes to 
which thefe were made fafr, were formed of mat
ting, worked up iQ. a fimilar way wi.th that which 
is called French finnet. The paddles were of 
hard wood, the blades very broad, and gradually 
increafing from the handle. The nets of there 
iilanders were very ingeniouily made, terminating 
iri a cod or pur[e; the mouth was kept open by 
a rim of fix feet in diameter, made from wood of 
the [upple jack kind ; the length from eight to 
ten feet, tapered gradually to one; they were 
clofely made, and from the center attached. to 
the rim by conus, was :fixed a line for hauling 
~hem up. They were made of fine hemp, two 
frrands twiil:ed and knotted like a reef knot, and 
f~emLngly very {hong. They had alfo [coop nets, 
made of the bark or .fibres of fame tree or plant, 

without any preparation, and netted in equal 
I mellies. 
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mefhes. We penetrated -a littIe into the woods, 
but did not find any huts, or houfes, though large 
quantities of. fhells, and places", here fires had 
been made, were obrerved. 

The woods afforded a delightful fhade, and 
being clear of undergrowth, were in many places 
formed into arbours, by bending the branches 
when young, and cloting them round with fmaller 
trees. Thefe appeared to have been £lept in very 
lately. The trees of which the woods are com
pared grow in a moft luxuriant manner, clear of 
{mall branches to a confiderable height; and 
contift of feveral forts, fame of which, the leaf 
in particular, was like the laurel. Another fort 
was jointed like the vine, but we did not fee one 
that could be dignified by the appellation of a 
timber tree. On our return, a few of the na
tives were {een approaching us, and as they ap
peared peaceably difpofed, we joined the firft 
party, and {aluted each other by meeting nofes, 
according to the New Zealand fafhion. They 
were prefented with fome trinkets, but feemed 
to entertain not the Ie aft idea of barter, or of 
obligation to make the leaft return, as we could 
not prevail upon them to part with any thing 
excepting one {pear of very rude workmaniliip. 
On making a bargain with him who had parted 
with the {pear, for his coat, or covering of {ea
bear ikin, he was fo delighted with the reflec-

tion 
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• tion of his face in the 1001: ~ng glaties propored '~tl 
exchange, that he ran away with them. Previ
ouily to this, ~,\'ith a vievv to iliew them the fu
perior effect of our fire-arms, I gave them fome 
birds which I had killed, and pointed out to them 
the caufe of their death. On firing my gun they 
{eemed rnuch alarmed at its report; and all re
treated as we advanced towards them, excepting 
one old man, who maiFltained his ground; and , 
prefenting his (Dear fide-ways, beat time with 
his feet; and as he [eemed to notice us in a very 
threatening manner, I gave my fowling piece to 
one of our people, went up to him, illOok him by 
the band, and ufed every method I could devife 
to obtain his confidence. Obferving {omething 

. in his hand rolled carefully up in a mat, I was 
defirous of looking at it" upon which he gave it 
to another, who walked away with it; but who 
did not prevent my feeing that it contained frones 
fafllioned like the Patoo Patoes of New Zealand. 
They feemed very anxious to get my gun and 
iliot belt, and frequently exclaimed Toohata. 

Some of their {pears were ten feet, others about 
fix feet in length, one or two of which were new, 
with carved work towards the handle; whenever 

thefe were pointed to, they were immediately 
given to thofe behind, as if afraid of our taking 
them by force. Finding little. was to be procured 
or learned here, we made figns of going to their 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed habitations, and endeavoured to make 
them underHand we needed {omething to-" eat and 
drink. As they continued very friendly, three 
men armed attended Mr. lohnrton and {Dyfelf 
along the "'.:ater-fide; the boat with· four hands 
keeping clofe by the fuore as we walked, left we 
might require {upport, or it 1hould be neceffary 
to retreat. Everyone had orders to be prepared, 
but on no account to make ufe of their arms, 
until I ihould give directions, which, at this time, 
I had not the moft diftant idea would become 
neceffary. When our little party firft {at off, {e

veral of them collected large fticks, which they 
fwung over their heads, as if they had fome in
tention of ufing them. He who had received 
the frones from the old man, had them now fixed, 
one at each end, to a large fiick about two feet 
in length. Not liking there appearances, we had 
fome thoughts oC emb,l:"ing; but, on our fud
denly facing about, they retired up the beach to 
a fire which {orne of them had jurt made. Mr. 
Johnfionfollowed them fingly, but was not in 
time to,difcover the method by which it had 

I 

been fo quickly produced.. His prefence feemed 
rather to difpLde them, on which he returned, 
and we again proceeded along the beach, making 
iigns of our intention to accompany them on the 
other {ide of the bay. Fourteen only fol:lowed, 
the refi remained at the ,fire.: Thofe who had 

not 
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not fpearsfub:!tituted the drift wood on the beach 
fot" their' weapons; yet as our party con fitted of 
nine, ,all well armed, we entertained no fear for 

OUf per[o'l'l.al f.1fety, efpecial1y as eyery ti1ing had 

beenitudiouily avoided that we imagined might 

give them offence, and the various prefents they 
had received had apparently purchafed their good 

opinion and friend111ip, until now that we had 
rcafon to believe the contrary by their providing 

themfel\'es with bludgeons. Having walked 
about half round the bay we arrived at the fpot 
Qcp1ud,which, from the mafr head, inland water 

,had been {een. As we proceeded up the beach 
we found it to be a large iheet of water, which 

took a weftern direction round a hill that pre
vented our feeing its extent. At the upper end 

of this lake, ,the country appeared very pleafant, 

and level. The water [eemed of a reddifh colour 

and was brackifh, ,\!',;':11 was mofr probably occa

fioned by the faIt water oozing through thc beach, 
which at this place is not more than twenty 

yards wide; or by its having fome communica
tion with the fea to the we:!1:ward, which we did 
not perceive. We tried to explain to the m,tives 

who frill' attended us, that the \~cater was not 
fit to drink, and 'then returned to. the fea fide; 
when, abreafr of the boat, they became very cla

morous, talked extremely l.oud to each other, and 

d.ivided fo?os nearly to furround q. A young 

man 



238 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

man1hutted towards me in u very menacing at
titude; he difrortcd his perfon, turned up his eyes, 
made hideous faces, and created a wonderful 
fiercenefs in his appearance by his gefrures. On 
poi~ting my double-barrelled gun towards him 
he ddifred. Their hofrile intentions we,re now 
too evident to be mifraken, and ther.efore, to 
avoid the nceeffity of ref orting to extremities, the 
boat was immediately ordered in to take.us on 
board. During this interval, although we were 
frriClly on our guard, they began their attack, and 
before the poat eould get in, to aywp r, being 
Imockeddoyvn I was rcluClj,ntly compelled to. 
fire one barrel, ",-hieh being loaded with [mall 
{hot, I was in hopcs ~ight intimidate without 
materially woundIng them, and that \Yc {hould 
be furrered to embark , ... ithout further molefra
tion. Unfortunately, I W:.1S diulppointcd in this 
hope. Mr. Johnfton received a blow upon his 
muiket with fuch force from an unwieldy dub, 
that'it fell to the ground, but before his oppo
nent co/uld piek it up, Mr. Johnfron had time 

to roeo\-er his poiition, and he was obliged to fire 
on the blow being again attempted. A marine 
and feuman ncar him, were, under iiinilar cir. 
cumfrances fi)fced into the water, but not before 

they had aIfo, jufrified alone by felf-prefervation. 
fired their pieces without orders. The gentle
man having charge of'the boat feeing us much 

prcffed 



] 791.J ROUND THE WOR:(D. 239 

prefied by the natives, and obliged to retreat, 
fired at this infrant alfo, on .which they fled. I 
ordered the firing infrantly to ceafe, and was 
highly gratified to fee them depart apparently 
unhurt. The happinefs I enjoyed in this reflec
tion was of iliort duration, one man was difeo
vered to have fallen; and I am concerned to add, 
was found lifelefs, a ball having broken his arm 
and pa1Ied through his heart. We immediately 
repaired towards the boat, but the {urf not per
mitting her to come near enough, we were frill 
under the neceffity of walking to the place from 
whence we had originally intended to embark. 
As we retired, we perceived one of the natives 
return from the woods, whither all had retreated, 
and placing him[df by the deceafed, he was dif
tinCtly heard in a fort of difmal howl to utter his 
lamentations. 

As we approached our firfr landing place we 
Caw no :ligns of hahitations, although women and 
children were fuppofed to have been looking at 
us from the woods, whilfr talking to the natives 
on our arrival. On tracing fome of the foot
paths, nothing was difcovered but great numbers. 
of car fhells, and rece1Ies formed in the fame 
ma.nner with a :lingle pallifade as thore feen on 
ourfirfr landing. vVe difrributed amongfr the 
canoes the remaining part of our toys and trin
kets, to manifefr our kind intentions towards 

them, 
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them, and as {orne little atonement alfo for the 
il~iury, ",', bich, contrary to our inclinations, they 
had {ufrai t:c-J, in defending ourfel ves againfi their 
l~n:>;-l)vokd, unmerited hofrility. In our way 

~ 
to thcfhip, we faw t,YO natives running along 
the beach to the canoes, but on our arrival 011 

board they were not difcernible with our glaifes. 
The men were of a middling fize, fome frout~ 

ly made, weI! limbed and fldhy; their hair, both 
of the head and beard, was black, and by {orne 
'Vias worn long. The young men l1ad it tied up 
in a knot on the crown of their heads, intermixed 
with black and white feathers. Some had their 
beards plucked aut; their complexion and gene'.), 
ral colour is dark brown! with plain features, and 
in general bad teeth. Their frins were defiitute 
of any marks, and they had the appearance of 
being cleanly in their perrons. Their drefs was 
either a feal or bear-frin tied with finnet, infide 
outward" round their 'necks, which feIl below 
their hips; or mats neatly made, tied in the {arne 
manner wilich covered their backs and fhoulders. 
Some were naked, excepting a well woven matt 
of fine texture, which, being fafrened at each 
end by a firing round their waifis, made a fort of 
decent garment . We did not obferve that their 
ears were bored, or, that they wore any ornaments 
about their perfous, excepting a few who had a 
fort of necklace made of mother of pearl fucHs. 

Seyeral 
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Several of them had their fifhing lines, made of 
the fame fort of hemp with their nets, fafrened 
round them; but we did not fee any of their 
hooks. We noticed two or three old men, but 
they did not appear to have any power or autho
rity over the others. They feemed a chearful 
race, our converfation frequently exciting violent 
burfrs of laughter amongfr them. On our firf1: 
landing their furprize and exclamations can hardly 
be imagined; they pointed to the fun) and then 
to us, as if to afk, whether we had come [rom 
thence. The not finding a fingle habitation, led 
us to confider this 'part of the ifland as a tempo
rary refidence of the inhabitants, pollibly [or the 
purpofe of procuring a fupply of fhell and other 
fifh. The former, of different kinds, were here 
to be had in great abundance: claws of cray fiih 
were found in their canoes; and as the birds 
about the :/hore were in great numbers, and flew 
about the natives as if never molefl:ed, it gave us 
reafon to belieye that the fea furnifhed the prin
cipal means of their fubfifrencc. Black fea pies 
with red bills, black and white fpotted curlews 
with yellow bills, large wood pigeons like thofe 
at Duikybay, a variety of ducks, fmall fand
larks, and fand-pipers, were very numemus about 

the :/hores. 
Thefe few obfervations conclude a brief narra-

VOL. I. Q tiYe 
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tive of our viiit and tran(actions at Chatnam 
iiIand; and I have to lament that the hoftility (If 
its inhabitants· rendefed the melandloly fate that 
attended one of them: unavoidable, and prevented. 

'our refearches extending further than the beach,. 
and the immediate entrance of the adjoining 
wood. 

On our return to' the vdfel we got under 
weigh, with a frcfh gale at S. W. About fix in 
the evening, on pafling point Munnings, which 
is tl;te N. E. extremity of the iiland, it was feen. 
to be a low peninfulayover which, from the maft
head, was difCovercd more land to the fouth
ward; but the weather became fo very hazy, that 
it was ilnpoffible to difcern how far it extended. 
in that direCl:ion. From the bay, which I called 
SK IRMIS H BAY, to p0int Munnings, the fhore 
is low, rocky, and clothed with wood. Some 
rocks lie a little way off the point. The extent 
of the Wand in an eaft and weil: direCl:ion, which 
is nearly the line of the coail:, was now confidered' 
to be about twelve leagues, allowing 14° eail: 
vanatlOn; The latitude of our anchoring place 
In Skirmifh bay; was 43° 49', and its longitude 
1!83~ 25'. At eight 0' clock the extremities of the 
land bore from S. vV. by S. to W. by S. five or' 
fix leagues diil:ant. At day-break in the morning. 
of Wednefday the 3.oth, we made all fail as ufuaJ,. 

awl 
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and purfued our way to the N. E. In the courfe 
of this day, we paifed many patches of fea weed, 
and faw {orne port Egmont hens and {everal 
oceanic birds. 

With plea{aht weather and a :fine gale between 
the S. E. and S. W- quart~rs, we proceeded, 
without any thing occurring worthy of notice, 
until Saturday the 3d of December, when, in 
the afternoon, our latitude was 3So 52'; the mean 
refult of eight [ets of lunar obfervations taken the 
two preceding days, and reduced by the watch, 
gave the longitude this day 192° 431 33/1. The 
watch, by its rate, and error, as found at Duiky 
bay, fhewed 192° 45' 37". The mean variation; 
by azimuths and amplitude, 11 ° 561 eafrwardly~ 

The watch and obfervations having agreed fo 
well, little error is to be apprehended in the lon
gitude affigned to Chatham if1and. 

Our 'pieafant weather was of no long con
tinuance; on Tuefday the 6th, in the latitude of 
35° 43 /, longitude 197° zc( towards evening it 
fell calm. A breeze next morning, Wcdndday 
the 7th, [prang up at N. E. with which we freer
ed to the E. S. E. between which, and the N. 
N. W. the wind continued with hazy, rainy, 
foggy and very unpleafant weather until Sunday 
the lIth, in latitude 36° 53/, longitude 206°: 

having been viii ted by few ocea;ic birds. Tht:l 
wind now veered round by the wefrto the {outh .. 

Q:? ward, 
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ward, and brought us tolerably pleafant weather" 
with which, until Thurfday the 15th, we con
tinued to freer north by ealt; when, in latitude 

30° 17', longitude 208" 461
, the wind again re

fumed its northern diredion, varying a point or 
two on either fide of north. The atmofpherc 
became dark, heavy, fultry and gloomy; the 
clouds poured down torrents of fain accompa
nied with much lightning, thunder, and violent 
[qualls, which obliged the crew to be confrantly 
expofed, until Tuciaay the-20th; when the wind 
changed to the fauth, blew a moderate breeze, 

and we again had fine fettled weather. 
Although every advantage had been taken 

which the winds afforded, during the lafr four 
days, we had not been able to fhorten the dif
tance from our defrined port, more than fix 
leagues; our latitude this day being 2g" 8', Ion ... 
gitude 211 0 55 1

• Shortly after noon, fome ob
fervations were procured for the longitude. The 
tnean of four fets of difrances gave 2-140 30' IS/l, 

the watch, 2120 131 15/1. Although the watch 
was confiderably to the wefiward of the lunar 
obfervations, yet in the laft of five days; it made 
10 1 gl more eafring than the log fhewed. 

The wind cOI<ltinued between fouth, and 
E. S. E. with pleafant weather; on Thurfday 
the 22d we were again enabled to obtain more 
obfen'ations for the longitude, when the mean 

of 
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of two {ets g<lve 213 0 53' ,", the watch 212043/, 

the mean ofthe{e, and thofe taken on Tuefday, 

~duced by the watch to this day, gave the mean 
r,e{ult of the fix {ets :?l3° .51' 30", which was 

10 10' eaft of the wo::tch; our latitude ~t this 
time was 25" 2CJ'. 

At eight the next morning, land was [een from 
the rnai1:-head bearing, by compafs, VV. by S. 
an hou,r afterwards it was viilble from the deck 
bearing W. S. W. t w. att,he difrance of about 
ten leagues. It proved to be a {mall high iiland; 
its northern part formed an elevated hummock, 
from the fall of which the landc'ontinued level, 

.and then gradually decreafed to the other ex

treme point. 
The watch, with its error, gave the longitude,. 

at the time the above bearings were taken,21 1 0 6/~ 

t/a.1I. :::1:3°161 , our l-titude by efrim tion at 
this time 23 0 361

• The {un being within a few 
minutes of the zenith at noon, our obfervation 
was indifferent, \lnd could by no means be de
pended upon. I did pot think it proper, on the 
prefent occallon, to give any pame to this jf1and~ 
I had fO[I1e rea{on to doubt theaccnracy of our 
longitude. On our arrival at Ot<lheite I !bould 
pe enabled to determine whether this iDapd rni;,::bt 
~ot be Tobouai feen by Captain Cook, or the 
Jand fnppo{ed to have been {ccn to the {outh-:-

. Q 3eafrward 
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eaftward, whilfr the Refolution was off that 
ifland. 

The wind principally between E. N. E. and 
S. E. blew very frelli, attended with fqualls, a 
gloomy atmofphere, and an almoil inceifant rain, 
until feven in the morning of Monday the 26th, 
when the weather dearing, gave us a view of 
Maitea, or Ofnaburgh ill and ; bearing, by com
pafs, E. S. E. difrant only about fix or eight 
leagues. We immediately freered for Otaheite, 
",hich was f~yn about eight bearing W.! N. 
The wind was now ea,awardly, accompanied by 
ihowers of rain. At noon, the land over point 
Venus bore wea, diftant feven or eight leagues. 
The latitude now obferved (being the firfr time 
fince the 23d) varying only 5' from the dead 
reckoning, was 170 29', longitude 211 0 45', by 
the watch 2~Oo 3U'. In the afternoon, the wind 
became fouthwardly, with dark gloomy weather. 
Having reached, by fi~e o'clo~k, within four or 
five miles of the fho~e, a little to the eafrward of 
point Venus, fome canoes came off, and brought 
{orne cocoa-nuts, and two [mall hogs, which 
were infrantly purchafed. Towards fun-ret, the 
breeze died away, and it continued calm until 
midnight, when it again frelliened from the eafr
ward; with which, under an ea{y fail, we plied 
until the n10fl1ing, when all our canYafs was 

{pread 
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fpread for Matavai bay. About eight o'clock we 
rounded the Dolphin bank in 2! fathoms water, 
and worked up into the bay. Abou.t nine we 
anchored in eight fathom, black muddy bottom; 
point Venm bearing by compafs N. 15 E.; the 
Dolphin bank N. ,,0 W.; and One-Tree hiU 
S. 31 W. This being the place of rendezvous 
appointcd by Captain Vancouver, we experienced 
no {mall degree of difappointment on -not finding 
the Difcovery in port; and our fol·icitude for 
her welfare was greatly increafed, when we ad
verted to her fuperiority in failing, which had 
given us .eafon to believe her arrival would have 
preceded ours, at Ieafi: a week. 

We [carcelyanchored, when the natives 
flocked around us in the mofr civil and friendly 
manner, bringing with thern an amply {upply of 
the different refrefhments their country afforded~ 
Some trifling thefts being comqlitted by fome of 
our numel'QUS vifitors, we were under the I}~cef
CIty of obliging them to retire to their canoes 
alongfide, with which thcy complied in the 
greatefi: good humour. The whole of the after
noon w~s a centinued rain, as heavy as anyone 
on board ever beheld, accompanied with a very 
ievere tempdt. On our firfi: ,mi I'al, the whole 
of the illore was. one uninterrupted beach; but, 
toward" evening, the torrents of rain "vl,ich had 
fallen, caufed an inundation of the ri ver, v. hich 

Q 4 broke 
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broke its bank about half way, between point 
Venus and One-Tree hill; and through the 
breach an immenfe quantity of water was dif
charged, which brought with it a great number 
of large trees that were fcattered in various direc
tions over the bay. A great concourfe of the 
inhabitants had aifembled and beheld the bank 
give way, upon which they all ihouted, feemingly 
with acclamations of great joy; for had not this 
event taken place, their houfes and plantations 
would probably haye been mu,ch incommoded 
by the overflQwing of the river. 

Our cutter was moored alongfide. In the 
courfe of the night one of the trees drifted 
athwart her, broke the iron chain with which 
fhe was fecured, itove in her broadfide and item l 
and, on her filling, the furniture was wa!hed 
away. This circumitance, little to the credit of 
the gentlemen who had the watch on deck, was 
Dot difcovered until the morning of Vvednefday 
the 28th, when, after fome hours [earch in the 
launch, the party returned without finding the 
loft materials. 

From young 0100, I received this 140rning a 
prefent of two hogs, and fome fruit. 0100 the 
elder, now {tiled Pomurrey, we underilood, was 
at Eimeo, whither the meifengers reguefted we 
would fend to acquaint him with our arrival, on 
which he -would inftantly to repair to Mata, ai. 

Hi" 
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His abfence, however, had produced not the leaft: 
inconvenience; for notwithitanding we had not 
be~n vifited by any chief, yet the behaviour of 

the people was perfealy civil and friendly. They 
fupplied us with as much provifion as we copld 
poffibly ufe, on very reafonable terms. The 
greater part of this day, and all the fucceeding 
night, the tempeit continued with .unabated tor
rents of rain. 

On Thurfday morning the 29th I recei ved from 
Oparre a very bountiful prefent, confifhng of 
hogs and fruit, from young Otoo, with a meffage 
to lignify that he might be expeCted next day at 
Matavai. In the evening, the "veatber being a 

little more temperate, though the furf continued 
to run too high to admit of our approaching the 
beach in the bay, we landed at the back of point 
Venus, and were received by the natives with 
great cheerfulnefs and cordiality. They treated 
us with the utmoit hofpitality, and vied with 
each other to be ioremofl: in friendly attentions. 
The wind having ihifted to the eafl:ward, the 
weather became ferene and pleafant; and being 
informed the next morning, (Friday the 30th) 
by fome of the natives, that a fhip was in fight, 
I repaired initantly on ihore, and had the un
fp~akabIc pleafure of perceiving it to be the Dif

covery to the eafrward, fleering tor the bay. 
About 
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About ten o'clock, as :the hauied in between the 
reef and the Dolphin bank, I went on board to 
congratulate Captain VancOlwer; and to inform 
him of our welfare ~nd proceedings :tince our [e

paration. 

It may not be improper to obferve, that the 
feparation of the two vdfels was occalioned, as 
was firfr conjeCl:ured, bycircumances unavoidable, 
which occurred during a very heavy and violent 
f!:orm. A~ fome recompence, however, for the 
anxiety attendant on Ioling the company of our 
little confort, we had to refieCl:, that, eventually, 
the gale had been the fortunate means of our 
making {orne additions to geography. 

The iilands firfr difcovered by the Chatham, 
and named Knight's iiland by Mr. Broughton, 
were the Snares, which we had paifed in the 
Difcovery a few hours before. As Mr. Brough
ton conlidered our means for afcertaining their 
true polition fuperior to what he poifeifed, their 
pofitive fituation as placed by us may be received 
as correct; but as the Chatham paifed through, 
them, the relative fituation to each other, accord": 
ing to Mr. Broughton's, obfen'ations is to be prc-: 
ferred. 

~he Difcovery paifed about twenty leagues to, 
the north of Chatham iiland; as did CaptaiQ 

Cook 
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Cook in March 1777, who alfo pa:ffed, about 
the fame difrance to the fouth of it, in June 
1773: on all thefe occafions, it was nQt obferved, 
nor did we, in the Difcovery, fee the iflands dif
covered by the Chatham on the 23d of Decem
ber, lying more to the eafrw~rd than Tobouai~ 
q,~d i~ latitude 230 4:2/, longitude 2120 40', 

CHAPTP', 
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CHAPTER VI. 

FiJit Olaa-Arrival qf Pomurrey and Mqtooara 
Nlalww-Arrival if Taow, Pomurrey's Father 
-Interview between Taow and his Sons-Sub
miJlion if Taow to Otoo-:-Entertai71!7le1lts at the 
Enca/llpment-ViJit if Poatatou-Deatlt if f.1a
lww-ExcUljion to Oparre, 

By the time we had anchored, the fhip v,-as 
{urrounled with canoes laden with the dif

ferent productions of the country. The natives, 
with every aiTurance of friendfuip, and with ex
prcffions of the greatefi joy at our arrival, were 
crowding on board. One or two amongfi them, 
although nut principal chiefs, evidently aifumed 
{orne little authority, and were exceedingly ear
nefrthat we iliould not {uffer the multitude to 
come on board, as that would be the beft means 
to prevent thefts, and in{ure that amity and good 
fellowfhip which they appeared very. {olicitous 
to efiablifh and {upport. Vie complied with 
their advice, and found no difficulty in carrying 
it into execution. We had only to deiire they 
would return to their canoes, and they immedi
ately complied. I had the mortification of find-

1ll~ 
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ing on inquiry, that moil: or the friends I pad 
left here in the year 1777, both male and female, 
were dead. Otoo, with his father, brothers, an~ 
fifrers, Pot{itoll, and his family, were the only 
chiefs of myoId acquaintance that were now 
living. 0100 was not here; nor did it appear 
that Otaheite was now the place of his refidence, 
having retired to his newly acquired poiTeffion 
Eimeo, or as the natives more commonly call 
that ifland MOREA, leaving his eldefr fon the 
fupreme authority over this, and all the neigh
bouring iflands. The young king had taken the 
name of 0100, and myoId friend that of Pomur· 

rey; having given up his name with his [overeign 
jurifdiCl:ion, though he frill feemed to retain his 
authority as regent. 1\1r. Broughton had received 
[orne prefents from Otoo, who being now arrived 
from Oparre, had fent defiring that gendeman 
would vifit him on fhore at }Aata\'ai. I had re
ceived no invitation; but, as fome of the natives 

gave me to underfrand that my accompanyinf',: 
Mr. Broughton would be cfreemed a civility, I 
did not hefitate to comply, efpecially as Mr. 
:&roughtol1 had prepared a pre(cnt in (0 handfome 
a way, that I confidered it a [uf1icient compli
ment to the young king ii'om us both. As [oon 
as the fhip was fecured, Mr. vVhidbey and my
{elf attended Mr. Broughton, with intention to 

UX on an eligible fpot for our tents, and for tran[.., 
aL9:ing 
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aCl:ing our ncceifary buunefs on ihore ; and after
wards to pay our refpeCl:s to his Otaheitean ma

jeity. 
The furf obliged us to row round the point 

near the mouth of the river; where we landed, 
and were received by the natives with every de
monitration of. regard. A meifenger was in
frantly difpatched to inform the king of our ar
rival, and intended vifit. The itation of our 
tents on my former vifits to this country, was 
not likely, on the prefent occauon, to anfwer our 
purpofe; the beach was confiderably waihed 
away, and the {and being removed from the coral 
rocks renden~d the landing very unfafe. The 
{urf had alfo broken into the river, and made it 
very {alt. Thefe circumitances induced me to 
fix on a fituation about a quarter of a mile fur
ther along the beach, to the fouthward. The 
rneifenger that had been difpatched to inform 
0[00 of our landing and propofed vifi.t, returned 
with a pig, and a plantain leaf, as a peace-offer

ing to me; accompanied by a fpeech of congra .. 
tulation on our arrival, and offers of whatever 
il'efreihments the country afforded. This ihort 
ceremony being finiihed, we proceeded along the: 
beach in expeCl:ation of meeting the young fove
reign, until we arrived near to the place where 
the river had broken its banks. There we were 
directed to halt, under the ihade of a palm 

tree; 
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tree, to which we readily confented, the wea-::het 

being nearly calm" and exceffively fultry. After 
waiting a ihort time', we were acquainted that 

the king, having {orne ubjeClion to crofs the 
river for the purpofe of meeting firangers, re .. 
quefred we would go to him. A canoe was in 
waiting to take us Dver ; and ha'ving walked about 
an hundred yards Dn the other fide, the interview 
took place. We found 0100 to be a boy of about 
nine or ten years of age. He was carried on the 
fuoulders of a man, and was clDthed in a piece Df' 

Englifh red doth, with Drnaments of pigeons' 
feathers hanging over his fhoulders. When we 
,had approached within about eight paces, we· 
were' defired to fiop : the prefent we had brought 
was exhibited; and although its magnitude, and 
the value of the articles it contained, excited the 

admiratfoll: of the by-ftanders in the highefl: de
gree, it was regarded by this young monarch with 
an apparently item and cDol indiffereoce. It was 
not immediately to be prefented; a certain pre
vious ceremony was neceifary. Not confidering 
myfdf fufficicntly mafter of the language, I ap
plied for affiftance to an inferior chief named 
Moerree, (who had been ufeful to Mr. Broughton) 
to be my pvomptcr. At firfi he ufed fome pains, 
but not finding me fo apt a {cholar as he expcct

~d, he foon took the whole office upon himfdf. 
He anfwered f0l' our peaceable and friendly in-

tentionsp' 
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tenti:)ns, and requef1:ed fupplie~ of provitiQns, and 

a pledge of good faith towards us, with as much 

confidence as if he had been intimately acquaint
ed with our willies and defigns. Our fituation 
on this occation was fimilar to that of his Otahei
tean majef1:y, who condefcended to fay but a fe\"i 

words, a perf on by his fide fparing him that 
trouble by going through/all the formal orations. 

A ratification of peace and mutual friendihip 
being acknowledged on both fides, and thefe ce
remonies concluded, which took up fifteen or 
twenty minutes, the different European articles 
compofing the prefent, were, with fome little 
form, prefented to 0100; and on his fh.aking hands 
with us, which he did very heartily, his counte
nance became immediately altered, and he re
ceived us witlI the greatef1: cheerfulnefs and cor
diality. He informed me, that his,.lather, my 
former acquaintance and friend, was at Morea, 
and requef1:ed I would fend thither a boat for 
him; for, as the iiIanders, were much accuf
tomed to raife Jalfe reports, POl1Jurrey would not 
believe that I was arrived without feeing fome of 
us, by whom he would be convinced. He alfo 

added, that if we fhould fail without feeing his 
father, he would not be only yery much concern

ed, but very angry. This language being in the 
mouths of everyone around us, and feeling a 

great defire to fee an old friend who had ever 

conduckc.;l 
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conduc1ed himfelf with propriety, and appearecl 
firmly attached to our interefi, J promifed to 
comply with the young king's reguefr. The 
fuffufions of joy, and a readinefs to oblige, were 
evident in the counte~ances of all whom we 
met. Their infiant compliance with all our re
quefis, and their eagernefs to be foremoft in per .. 
forming any little {ric~ldly office, could not be 
obferved without the moft grateful emotions. 
Each of us was prefented with a quantity of cloth, 
a large hog, and fome vegetables; after which 
we returned on board extremely ",well pleafed 
with our vifit and reception. 

My original intention in calling here was for 
the fole purpofe of recruiting our water, and ob
taining a temporary fupply of frefh provifions; 
but on further confideration I ,was convinced, 
that we fhould not find any place this winter, 
where the neceiEtry duties we had to perform be
fore we could proceed to the coaft of America, 
would be fo well done, or executed with fo much 
cafe and convenience, as in our prefent fituation. 
A {mall boat for the Chatham was to be built, and 
a great repair was neceilary to her large cutter. 
The timber cutin Dufky bay wanted to be {a,vn 
into planks for many other eiTential purpofes. 
There matters· required immediate attention, and 
could not {o properly be ec~ecuted on board; be
i1de which, the known accuracy with which the 

VOL; 1. R fituatiol1 
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fituation of this iiland is fettled, made me anxious 
to land our chronometers, for the purpofe of 
afcertaining their error, and rate of going, which 
had lately become fomewhat equivocal. Theft!: 
realons induced me to determine on giving the 
veifels every equipment here they required, which 
would have the further convenience of fhortening 
our viut this feafon at 'the Sandwich iilands. 
Directions were therefore given, that the {ails 
fhould be unbent, the topmaits, &c. itruck, and 
that a thorough examination of the rigging and 
fails fhould·take place. The Difcovery's carpen
ters were ordered to affiit thofe of the Chatham, 
in buildipg and repairing her boats, and [awing 
out the plank: and all other neceifary fervices 
that circumitances rendered practicable, were, by 
the {everal artificers, put in a train of e;;ecution, 

Agreeably to the promife made to 0100, Mr. 
Mudge, accompanied by 1\1r. Menzies, was on 
Saturday the 31 it difpatched to the ifland of Mo
rea for P01ilurrey. Matuaro, who we wen;: in .. 

formed was, under 0100, fovereign of Huaheine; 
and who was now here on an Ereeoi party,* un" 
dertook to be their pilot. As foon as the boat put 

off, the crowd about the fhip becoming acquaint. 
ed with her errand, the news was fpeedily carried 

with acclamations to the {hore! and there re

ceived with great demonitrations of gladllcfs. 

;;; Vide Co()k's Voyages. 
During 
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During the night, the f~ell in the bay had 
greatly increafed, and conceiving we were nearer 
the Dolphin bank than was imagined on our ar
rival, we warped nearer in fuore, and moored in 
13 fathoms black fand, and muddy bottom: 
One-Tree hill bearing by compafs S. 26 "V.; and 
point Venus N. 14 E. The furf breaking with 
great violence, had hitherto prevented our land
ing the camp party; but as I had been accuf .. 
tomed to fee this place perfectly [inooth, I enter
tained no doubt that the bay would in a day or 
two refume its ufual tranquillity; 

Sunday morning ufuered in the neW year. The 
furf had in fome meafure fubfided, though it frill 
broke with great violence on the fhore; which 
induced me to make new year's day a holiday. 
Everyone had as much freth pork, and plum
pudding as he could make ufe of; and lefr in the 
voluptuous gratifications of Otaheite, we might 
forget our friends in old England, all hands were 
ferved a double allowance of grog to drink the 
healths of their fweethearts and! friends at home. 
It is fomewhat fingular that the gunner of the 
Difcovery was the only married man of the "vhole 
party. 

The 'Weather becoming pleafant on the morn
ing of Monday the 2d, the tents, obfcrvatory, 
&c. were font on fuore. Thefe were conihmtly 
protected bY' a guard of marincs, and our field 

R2 plcces; 
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pieces; which were very properly confrructed for 
our occauons, and anfwered every expected pur--
po[e. Mr. Puget \\as charged with the encamp

ment, and Mr. Whidbey was particularly to at
tend the obfervatory. My attention and refidence 
was divided between the fhip and the fuore. 
On pitching our tents, a great cOl1courfe of the' 
natives in the mofr friendly and orderly manner 
attended. Their numbers, in fome meafure,. 
proved inconvenient, by interrupting our labours; 
but, ona line being dr~wn on the ground, denot
ing the fpaee we intended to occupy, not one 

attempted to trefpafs; and thofe who were per
mitted to help in the debarkation- of our fiores" 
conducted themfelves with the utmofi: decorum, 
and feemed amply repaid with a few beads for: 
their affifrance. 

Towards noon M~. Mudge returned with my 
old friend Pomurrey, who was faluted, previoufly 
to his coming on board, with four guns from each 
veifel, which gratified him extremely. With 

him came 1vlato?ara MalLOW, commonly called 
MallOw; the reigning prince, under Otoo, of. Mo-' 

rea. There was- however little probability of his 
long enjoying this' honorable itationJ as be ap
peared to be in the lafi ftage of a deep and rapid. 

decline; his perfon was reduced to a meref1~ele
ton; which he was not able to raife without great 

affifrance. He was hoifred on board in a chair,. 
and, 
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:and fupported by fix people down to the cabin" 
where, unable to fit up, or to frand, a bed was· 
prepared to~ him on the lockers. The rea:fons 

that could induce a man in his deplorable con
dition to undertake fuch a yjut, mufr, without 

,doubt, be not lefs curious than extraordinary! 

Pomztrre.'y had perfect recollection of me; and 

·every exprcfiion, and aClion, indicated the lince

rity of the happinefs he profeiTed on our arrival. 
He frequently obferved, I ·had grown very much, 

and looked very old lince lail we had parted. Tn 
)the aft.emoon, his two wives and youngefr fifrcr 
:arrived; the former were the Ml:ers, and the lat
ter the wife of JY[alzow.His two brothers alfc) 

.accompanied the ladies, with many chiefs and 
attendants) each prefenting me on their coming 
-on board with cloth, hogs, fowls and vegetables, 

:in {uch abundance, that we had .now more thall 

we could "veIl difpcn(e w.ith. This profulion, 
,however, and the manner in which it was bc

frowfed, WaS very grateful to our feelings, as it 

plainly evinced th.e kind-hearted difpofit:ion of 

the inhabitants, and that we codd not experi

.enee any want were our !lay to be protraCted i~1r 

beyond the period of my prdentintention. It 
now became necdfary that a handfome return 

fhould be made to the whole group, agreeably 
to the rank and fituation of each individua1: In 
{eleCting the prcfents I was fortunate enough at 

R 3 on~e 
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once to fucceed, far beyond their moft fanguine 
expectations. 

As Ponmrrey and Malzow, with their wives, 
were to fieep on board, their donations were not 
to be exhibited to public view until the crowd 
was difperfed; and I was infrruCted, in the event 
of inquiries being made concerning the prefents 
J propofed to make thefe il1ufrrious perfonages, to 
enumerate but few of the articles. Amongft 
thofe intended for POlilltlTt')1 were two axes. Thefe 
he defired no one fhould know of; and to pre
vent even fufpieion, hid them under my bureau, 
'where they remained fome days, until he fent his 
elder wife POlllurrey W7wheine for them. This 
degree of fecrecy feemed inexplicable. 

Amongfr the feveral chiefs who vifit.ed us, was 
Poeno, chief of Matavai, who brought with him 
3 ,portrait of Captain Cook, drawn by Mr. Web
ber, in the year 1777. This picture is al ways 
depofited in the hovfe of the chief of Matavai, 
and is become the public regifter. On the back 
of it was written, that the Pandora had quitted 
this iOand the 8th of May, 1791. 

It is natural to fuppoie we [nould be very foli~ 
citous to become acquainted with the circum
frances that had attended the veiTel and the un· 
fortunat~ peTions belonging to the Bounty. Cap
tain Edwards, who in the Pandora wo." difpatched 
from England in queil: 9f them fome months prior 

to 
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to our failing, had, we undcrfrood, arrived here, 
and taken on board thofe of the crew who were 

left at Otaheite, amounting to the number ot 
thirteen, at the time Mr. Chrifrian with the reft 
of his party fc'liled from the ifland, which was 
fome time before the arrival of the Pandora; 
fince which period I was not able to procure any 
intelligence of Mr. Chriihan or his companions. 

Whatever particulars could be colletted from 
the natives, refpeCl:ing this no leiS criminal t:1an 
melancholy event, I thought it 'an incumbent 
duty to procure and tran{mit to England, lcft any 
accident lhoulcl befall the Pandora. But as a le

gal invefrigatioll has fince taken place, I trurt I 
1hall neither incur the difpleafure of the humane, 

nor the reproach of the curious~ by declining any 
further digrefiian on this {ad fubjeCl:: the former 
will readily find an apology far me in theirovm 
boooms; and the latter may re{ort to the puLli
cations of the day, for any other particulars with 
which they may be defirous of becoming ac

quainted. 
A large party of royalty, and chiefs, honored 

135 with their company at dinner, which failed of 
being a pleafant circumitance in confequence of 
the weather being extremely hot, and the cabill 
excefflvely crowded. On this occafion, the wives 
of Pomurrey and the wife of Afahow were pcr

m.itted to fit with us at ta,ble, and partake of the 
R 4 repafr. 
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repaft. This ~nqulgence, however, is by no 
means common, and, I believe, granted to no 
other of the women on the ifland. Our atten
tion was particQlarly attracted by the great defire 
which the generality of them, both male and 
female, exhibited, in their endeavours to adopt 
our manners and cuftoms, and the avidity with 
which they fought fpirituous liquors. 

Pomurrey, in the courfe of dinner and after
wards; drank a bottle of brandy, without dilut
ing it. This threw him into fuch violent convul
flons that four il:rong men were required to hold 
him down, andto perform the office of" Roome, 

roome,"'" which is done by fqueezing the Befh of 
the limbs, and body of the intoxicated perfon 
with their hands. On thefe convuHions fubfid
ing, he :flept for about an hour, and then arofe 
to all appearance as much refre:fhed with his nap, 
as if he had retired perfectly fober. I expoftu
lated with a defire to convince him that inebriety 
was highly pernicious to health, but in vain; his 
only reply was, " Nowe none," a term ufed for 
every thing that delights or pleafes, fuch as mn

fie, 8zc. &c. accQfed me of being a ftil}gy fellow, 
and that I was not " Tio tio," a phrafe lately 
adopted to fignify a jolly cOI1'1panion, This de
termined me that he 1110uld have his own way, 
and oraei"s \,::rt 6iven that he fhould have ,~s 
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·brandy or rum, as he chofe to call for; con
cluding, that in a few days he would be con
vinced of its ill effects. In this I was not mif
taken; before the week expired he ceafed calling 
for fpirits; and a few glaifes of wine, at and after 
dinner, complete}y fatisfied him; frequently fay
ing, that all I had told him of the "Ava Bri
tarne" was perfectly true. Spirits and wine are, 
however, in great requefr with all the chiefs, as 

. is fugar; and there can be no doubt that thefe 
articles might be rendered amongfr them confi
derable branches of traffic. 

We wee bufily employed on Tuefday the 3d 
about our rigging, fails, and other matters on 
board; and in landing the chronometers, infiru
ments, and other neceifary articles and imple
ments for the execution of our bufinefs on fuare; 
from whence the boats returned with fome water; 

and we began falting pork. 
The weather continued to be very fUltfY; the 

thermometer generally fianding between 83 and 
80, my royal gucfis, with a crowd of attendants, 
J{l:ill remained on board, and their company be
came no lcfs unpleafant than inconvenient. I I 

was given to underfrand they intended to make 
the fhip their place of refidence, until they fhould 
return to lVlorca. This arrangement was very 
incommodious, and to which it was impoffible 
to objeCl: I was therefore under the necefIlty of 

~eforting 
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reforting to fome little addrefs, which fortunately 
was attended with the defired {uccefs. I took 

an opportunity of acquainting Pomurrey that my 
attendance at the obfervatory would now be con
ftantly required, which would oblige me to dine 
on more; but that I had ordr.red a dinner on 
board, and plenty of brandy, for him and his 
friends. A confultation filortly took place, and 
as I was about to kave tht: filip, he {aid, if I 
would call for him after dinner, the whole party 
would difembark, defiring at the {arne time, that 

he might be :Ulluted en his landing, from the en~ 
campment; V\ hich in the evening was done ac
cordingly. Our royal frie-nds took up their abode 
in a wretched houie brought for the expre{s pur
poie to point Venus, where our tents on former 
vifits had been pitched. Pomurrey was not in a 
condition to favor us with his pre{ence that even
ing; but, in the morning of Wednefday the 4th, 
we had the honmof his company at the encamp
ment. He regarded with inquifitive attention, 
and great admiration, the {cveral works in which 
our people were engaged. A large piece of tim
ber which was {awing into plank, gre::ttlyattraCl:
ed his notice, and drew me into a {crape; he 
:£aid it was impoffible we could be in immediate 
want of fo great a quantity, and did not doubt 

that ere long we mould be in a country where 

we could again be fupplicc1, having underftood 

that 
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that this frick had been cut at New Zealand. 

Thcfe confirlerations led him to requefr, that I 
would order a chefr of the plank to be m3.de for 
him, fix feet long, four feet broad, and three 

feet deep. I excufed myfelf, by replying that I 
could not with any conveniency part with {o 

much plank, nOr could the carpenters be well 
{pared from the buiinefs on which they were em
ployed; but that, before we {ailed, I would en
deavour to have a {mall chefr made for him. 
POl7wrr::y, however, was of opinion, that a large 
chefr would take little more time to finifh than 
a {mall one, and offered to find plank for the top 

and bottom, if I would {upply the fid,~s and ends, 
and allow a carpenter to make it. In thort, he 
wasCo preffing and earnefr, that much againfr 
my inclination, having great demands for the 
plank, and conRant employ for the artificers, I 
was under the neceffity of complying with his 
wiihes. 

Malww, though extremely feeble, paid us a 

vi.fit on fuare; being unable to walk, he was car
ried about in a kind of litter. Many ether chiefs 
were now conRantly attendant upon us with a 

numeroys party of the natives, who all conducted 
themi{;!ves with the ftritl:eft propriety, and [eem
ed highly delighted with the new mode of {pend
ing their time, in obren-ing and animadverting 

on our different employments. 
The 
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The wind, fince our arrival, had been eaft
wardly, blowing a moderate breeze; it had now 
ve€red to the north with fqualls and fhowers of 
rain, attended by a very heavy rolling fwell ill 
the bay. The Difcovery's yawl wanting repair 
was hauled up for that purpofe. In the e\-ening 
we had much rain, with frequent gufts of wind; 
which fo much increafed the furf, that all com
munication with the fuore mui1: have ceafed, had 
not the good offices of our kind friends on the 
ifland, enabled us to keep up a corrcfpondence. 
They fucccfsfully ccntended with the boifterous 
elements, by fwimming to and from the fhip; 
and, to manifett their attachment, fupplied us 
by this means with bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and 
Dtber refrefhmcnts. 

On the morning of Thurfday the 5th, the 
N. W. win~, which is the moft boifterous and 
unpleafant known in this country, brought with 
it a fea which brcke with fuch great violence on 
the filOre, as to infulate the fpot on which our 
royal friends had taken up their abode. The wind 
£ould not be coniidered as a {hong gale; yet fQ 
violent was the [ea that accompanied if, that it 
broke with unintermitted force in every part of 
the bay, excepting where the veifels rode; and, 
even there, we did not intircly efcape its fury;. 
two feas broke on board the Difcovery, although 
in eight fathoms v,-ater, which n::,C!~ly fil!ed the 

waift. 
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wailt. Towards eight o'clock, the clouds in the 

N. VV. bearing a very threatening appearance, 

the fheet anchor was dropped underfoot. This
difagreeable weather continued all day, and the 

furf ranged {q high on the Dl0re as to make it ne

ceifary to remove the obfervatory further back 

fev-eral paces; notwithfianding which, the kind 

offices of the friendly natives, regardlefs of dan
ger, were uninterruptedly continued. 

It became calm, and the weather appeared 

more fettIed on'the morning' of Friday the Oth~ 
The iheet anchor was weighed and replaced; 

and all hands were bufily employed in their re
fpeCtive departments. After breaktafi, r went 

on ihore, and underfrood that Otoo had, in the 

courfc of the laft two days, been carried, as when
we firft met him, about t;lC encampment. On
his approach, I invited him into the marquee" 
and requefied he would viilt the fhips. Both thefe 

invitations he declined; and I was immediately' 
given to under{tand, th~,t ihould he enter the 

tents or Dlips, neither hib father, mother, or any 
inhabitant of thefe iDands, could again. be admit

ted; that every thing is and mull be defiroyed 
Gut of which he fhoulJ eat or dril1k, although 

veifels.or uteniils bclol1,;;ng to us. As the young 
monarch was about the encampment mQfi part 

of the day; whilfi at dinner, I demanded of hi; 
father if I might [end him a ,L;lafs of wine; he' 

replied, 
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replied, if I chofe to have the glafs broken, I was 
at liberty fo to do; and enquired if I had an 
abundance of fuch articles to fpare. Some wine 
was therefore rent in the fhe11 of a cocoa-nut, 
which being emptied by the young king, was in
:fl:antly broken and thrown in the fea. Pomurrcy 
had, early and frequen.tly, aiked if \ve had not 
fire-works 011 board, aild being informed that we 
had, Saturday evening was fixed for an exhibi
tion, after which the royal patty, with their dying 
chief MalLOW, were to return to Morea, and hav

ing landed him, Pomurtey and his wives were to 
return, and remain here until we fhould depart. 
The intended difplay of fire-works was made 
known to all around us, and meifengers with the 

intelligence were di{patched to various parts of 
the i,1and. 

POJ7Jilrre/s lather, who was formerly krtown 
by the name of HapjJi, now called Taow, had ar
rived from 110rea, on Saturday the 7th, and was 
on board the Di{covery, where he defired to fee 
me; on which, Pomurrey with Urripialt and 
TPhytooa, his two next brothers, accompanied me 
to pay our refpects to their old fire, who had juft 
arri ved in a large canoe, laden with the produc
tions of the country as a prcfent. This interview 
was exceflively a:):cEtin;. It 'was with great {a
tisfaC1ion that I beheld the aftetl:ionate regard 

with which the th;-c~ fans embraced their aged 

and 
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and venerable father; who, in acknowledging a 
grateful fen!e of their dutiful congratulations, 
exhibited feelings which drew tears from the 
whole party. When thefe filial effuiions, which 
would have done credit to the fenfibility of the 

moil polifhed nations, had fub!ided, I prefented 
Taow with a fuitable return; and, on including 
fome articles for his wife, who was ilillliving at 
Morea, he was highly delighted, and the value 
of the prefmt in his eilimation feemed thereby 

infinitely increa(ed. 
Some of the royal females had now joined our 

patty; and as Pomurr'!y had not yet paid Mr. 
Broughton a viiit, we all went on bo::trd the Ch::tt

ham. Prefents were neceifary on this occaiion; 
and although I confidered that Mr. Broughton 
had been very liberal, our royal gud1:s· fcemed of 
a very ditterent opinion; but on explaining that 
there was not the fame abundance of valuable 
thing3 on board the {il1all 'luTcl that there was 

in the large fhip; and having fame retrofpect to 
the number and yulue of thofe obtained from the 

Di(covery, we left the Chatham, and went on 

fuore tolerably well fatisfied. 
Soon after our arrival at tbe encampment I 

witneifed a fcene, very different from that which 
had been exhibited on board on the meeting ot 
three (ons with' their ycnc rable parent. It was 

1110rtly announced that Otoo wa~ approach inS; 
On 
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On this occafion, it became necetiary that the 
grandfClther fhould pay homage to his granMon. 
A pig and a plantain leaf were initantly pro
cured, the good old man itripped to the waift, 
and when 0100 appeared in the front of the mar
quee, the aged parent, whofe limbs were tottering 
with the decline of life, met his granMon, and 
on his knees acknowledged his own inferioritYf 
by prefenting this token of fubmiffion; which, 
fo far as could be difcovered, feemed offered with 
a mixture of profound refpect, and parental re
gard. The ceremony feemed to have little effect 

on the young monarch, who appeared to notice 
the humiliating fituation of his grandfire with 
the moit perfect indifference and unconcern. 
This mode of behaviour is, however, rather to be 
attributed to the force of education, than to a 
want of the proper fentiments of affection; as I 
perfectly recollected that, when I was here with 
Captain Cook, Pomurrey treated his brothers with 
the mor.: cool indifference, although, on the pre
rent occaiion, there are few examples of three 
brothers living in greater harmony, or regarding 
each other with more fraternal affeCtion: it fhonld 
therefore ieem, that this fort of diitant deport

ment is a neceffary append~ge to the high office 
of fovercign. Another royal fan and daughter 
ho"nored us with their company. Thefe, with a 

daughter remaining at Morea, are all the chil-

dren 
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dren of Pomurrey now living. His family origi
nally coniifred of five, but one of his daughters 
was .deceafed. All thefe children were by his 
e1defr wife, known by .the name of Pomurrey 
Wltaheine, or the female Pomurrey; this lady I 
thall hereafter difringuith by the appellation of 
Queen Mother. By his youngefr wife he has 
had no childn;:n; fhe is called Fier re teo Our 
new viiitors were, each like their brother Otoo, 
carried on men's fhoulders; and for the {arne 
rea{ons which interdicted him, they could not 
enter our habitations. The youth {eemed to be 
about three or four years younger than Otoo, and 
had taken the name of Wltyeadooa, in con{equence 
of his being the acknowledged fovereign of Tia

rabou, under his brother Otoo; the daughter ap
peared to be about two or three years of age, to 
whom, or to the young lady remaining at Morea, 
I did not underfrand that any particular titles or 
confequence were at prefent annexed; yet this 
child {eemed treated with much refpect and at
tention. 

We had a very large party of the royal family 
and of the different chiefs to dinner at the mar
quee; after which it was propofed, that the 
" Hea'IJa no Britame," that is, the Englifh en
tertainments, ihould commence. Pomurrey re
queiled that fome guns from the fhips thould be 
fired as a prelude; that the marines on fhore 

VOL. I. S thould 
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fhould go through their exercife, and fire; and 
that the efforts of the field pieces fhould be ex
hibited. From the latter were fired both round 
and cannifrer fhot, which the furrounding mlll
titude beheld with fLlrprize, admiration, and ter
ror, manifefied by their expreilions, particulnrly 
on obfening the difrance to which the {mall 
'thr'Ce pounders threw the round ihot; and the 
execution that evidently could be done by the 
'Cannifter, which was fired at a rock,in' the fea, 
~ying at a convenient difrance. On firing with 
{orne difpatch, three rounds from the field pieces, 
the fear of Pomurr~y completely overcame his 
'Curiolity, and he exclaimed" Atcerara," iignify
ing he was perfectly fatisfied. 

In the evening, we were very fortunate In our 
difplay of fire-works. They had been well pre
pared and preferved; and were, without excep
tion, of their various kinds, equal to any I ever 
faw difcharged in Eu,rofe. A numerous crowd 
affembled on the occaiion expreffed as much as
tonif11ment and admiration as if thefe had been 
the firfr exhibited in the Wand. I endeavoured 
to prevail on Pomurrey to affifr in the perform
ance. He once took the port fire in his hand, 
but his heart failed, and calling his youngefr wife 
Fierre te, deiired I would infirua: her. She was 
by na means fa alarmed as her huiband; and, 
w;th a little of my affii1ance, fhe fired feveral 

rockets, 
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rockets, a catharine wheel, rome flower-pots, and 
balloons. Having difplayed an aifortment of' 
thefe, together with fome water rockets, &c. the 
exhibition was elofed; ,and the natives retired in 
the mofr perfeCt good order to their refpecEve 
habitations, exceffively well pleafed with their 
entertainment; although it was evident, that the 
major part had been as much affeCted by terror 
as admiration. Pom1!/r~y, with his two wives 
and llfrer, came to breakfai1 the next morning, 
Sunday the 8th, and exprefTed great fatisfaCtion 
and many thanks for the pleafure which the lafr 
el"ening had afforded them. The young king, 
with his brother and frfrer, honored the encamp
ment ('lIfo with their pre[ence. Underfranding 
that our royal party were about to leave us for 
fome days, prefents were made them on the oc .. 
-call on ; with which, highly delighted with their 
,excurllon, and their reception by us, they de
:parted. 

The chronometers and other infrruments had 
now been landed nearly a week; but, owing to 
,the very unfettled Rate of the weather, until this 
day, we had not been able to get correfponding 
1ll1titucles. The like caufe had operated alfo in 
:retarding the general tranfaCtions at the encarnp~ 
-ment; where whilfi I was buGI), employed all: 

,the ob:lervatory, Poata/ou arrived; having fent; 
'hefor.e him a .magnificent p-refent of hogs, vege-

S 2 tables, 
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tables, cloth, mats, &c. I had been very inti
mate with this chief on my laft vifit to this coun
try; we perfectly recollected each other; and the 
fincerity of my friend, and hts wife alfo, did not 
fpare me the mortification of being informed a 
fecond time, that I was grown exceedingly old. 
He much regretted that he had not arrived in 
time to partake of the entertainments of the pre
ceding day and evening; as j.1e had never been 
fo fortunate as to be prefent at fuch an exhibi
tion. This induced me to promife, that, on the 
return of Pomurrey from Morea, a fimilar difplay 
fhould take place. 

Poatatolt, who was now called Hidiea, with 
his wife and fifter, accompanied me on board. 
Amongft the valuables with which I prefented 
myoId acquaintance and friend, was an axe, of 
which his fifter became fo enamoured, claiming 
to herfelf a part of the prefent I had received, 
that Hidiea was under the neceffity of uiing fome 
force to prevent her wrenching it out of his 
hand; but, on my making a fmall addition to 
the articles !he had received, the lady became re
conciled. 

Our bufinefs in the feveral departments was 
now in great forwardnefs; yet we were likely to 
experience an inconvenience in procuring fire
.wood, as we had few trees in our neighbourhood 
but fuch as bore fruit. On mentioning this 

circumftance 
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circum!tance to Urripialz, he undertook, with 
Whytooa, Poena, and Moe/Tee an inferior chief, to 
{upply more than the fhips would contain, pro
vided they were furnifhed with two axes each, 
as, on fuch an occauon, they could not afford to 
wear out their own; which, on my part, was 
readily acceded to. 

The fea had broken (0 much into the river as 
to render it brackiih and unfit for u(e near our 
encampment; this obliged us to have our caiks 
filled near a mile off, oppofite Urripialz's habita
tion; who ordered them to be emptied, and fil
led, for the purpofe of feafoning, as often as we 
de fired ; and giving them in charge to his trufty 
domeitics, they remained in his cuftody (everal 
days in the moft perfect fafety. This conduct 
was not ungular; for it is but juitice to acknow
ledge, that everyone of the inhabitants behaved 
with an uniform propriety, as deferving of our 
thanks as of our commendations. In every tranf
action, they were emulous to afford us affiftance 
to the utmoft of their power; and feemed amply 
and fatisfactorily rewarded for their exertions in 
our fen-ice, by the humble return of a few beads, 

or fmall nails. 
The departure of Pomurrey's family was daily 

put off, Mahow being very defirous that we 
fuould convey him home in one of our boats; but 
~~ thefe, as well as our men, were too much em-

S 3 ployed 
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played to be {pared for this purpo[e, we were 
daily honored at our meals with mofi of this
good company; and it mutt be acknowledged, 
that their deportment at table was now fo much 
improved, that the major part conducted them
felves with great confificncy. Excepting the 
daughter of Opoone, who reigned over BolaboJa,. 
and its two neighbouring iiles, we had now the 
prefence of all the fovereigns of this group of 
iflands. Opoone had formerly ~onquered and an~ 
nexed the iilands of Ulietea and Otaha to the go
vernment of BoJabola; but, on his death, the 
fovereignty of thde iilands had, in right of na
tural, or original fucceffion,. fallen to a chief 
whofe name was Mowrer. He was a fhrewd fen
fible fellow, affected to be well acquainted with 
the Englifh language, and certainly had acquired 
fome words which he pronounced fo as to be un~ 
derftood. He was a brother of Pomurrey's mo
ther, was on a vifit to the royal family here, and 
was by them treated with much refpect and at
tention. 

Hitherto I had received a few trifling prefents 
of provifions only from Pomurrey, who had lately 
exprdfed fome regret that he had not made me a' 
return for the many uf~fi.ll matters I had bettow
ed upon him, and had fixed this day to make an 
acknowledgment. 

Towards noon Pomurrey came to the marquee" 
attended 
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attended by a conGderable train. He was pre
ceded by three men, each bearing a parri, or 
mourning drefs, etteemed the mott yaluable pre
rent the country can afford. Many of the rett 
were laden with cloth, fowls and vegetables; 
thefe with fome very large hogs which brought 
up the rear, made altogether a very fuperb and 
grateful compenfation. Pomurrey and his wives 
dined with us; after which they took leave of 
the encampment to embark for Oparre, there to 
join l11alwl.v, who had departed early in the 
morning for Morea; for which iiland the whole 
of the royal party were to fail the next day; there 
they propofed to land Alahow, and, in the comIe 
of four or five days, return; having given them 
to underttand we fhould, about that time, be on 
the eve of our departure. They were faluted 
from our ttation on fhore, on their way on boarq 
the Difcovery, where a canoe was waiting to re
ceive them; and in which were two large hogs, 
that Pomurrey had deGred might be fent me from 
Oparre. ConGd~ring myfelf, on this occaGon, 
his debtor, I endeavoured to difcover what would 
be mofr acceptable in return. He had promifed 
to (olicit a file for a man in his canoe, and he 
could not be prevailed upon to accept any other 
article. After a fhort fray on board, they bade 
us farewel, and were {aluted with eight guns 

from the veifeIs. Moil: of the chiefs left us, in 
S 4 order 
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order to procure fuch articles as they conudered 
might be acceptable to us previouily to our de
parture. 

Mr. Broughton, Mr. Menzies, and feveral of. 
ficers of the Di{covery and Chatham made an 
excuruon on Friday the 13th to the wefiward, 
towards Oparre, and the country in its vicinity; 
which, together with the abfence of the chiefs 
and their attendants, {o much reduced our {o
ciety, that the encampment had the appearance 
of being almofi deferted. 

At day-break the next morning, Saturday the 
14th, 1 received a mdfage from Pomurrey, ac
quainting me with the death of Mahow ; in con
fequence of which their voyage to Morea was at 
an end. Little concern could poffibly be felt on 
this occafion. Mahow's relief from the wretched 
condition in which he exified, was directed by 
humanity to be efieemed a mofi happy event; 
particularly when the very ungular treatment is 
confidered, which this poor being endured whilft 
in our neighbourhood. Almofi every evening, 
and {ometimes twice in the night, he was brought 
in the litter from the royal habitation near the 
point, and placed in {orne one of our tents for a 
iliort time, and then carried back again. In the 
day-time he was either vifiting the encampment, 
or, in the heat of the [un, or in the mid1t of rain 
was rowed round the !hips, and inufied one even. 

mg 
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ing on fleeping on board the Chatham. He was 
very fond of tea, and extremely defirous that 
whatever nouril1Hnent he took fhould be dreffcd 
in the EngliOl fafuion. The conduct obfervcd 
towards this dying man, {eemcd calculated, if 

not intended, to hatten his ditTolution. This 
however, was not to be reconciled with the ge
neral deportment of the whole royal party, and 
efpccially with that of POlJlllrrey, who appeared 
to regard him with great tendernefs and aftec
tion. I W33 particularly inquifitive why he ~as 
fo harafTed about; and they all agreed it was in 
confequence of his own defire, which, {o far as 
cmld be learned, {eemed diC1ated by {uperilitious 

notions. 
I dcfired the meffenger to inform P01lZurrey, 

that I would attend the funeral folemnities of 

the deceafed the next day. On the morning of 
Sunday the I !ith he again returned with a requefr 
from Pomurrey, that I would not vifit Oparre 
until Tuefday, when the religious interdic1ion 

under which that difrriCl: had been laid would 
be at an end, no communication at prefent being 
permitted between the inhabitants of Oparre and 
thole of the other parts of the ifland. This was 

made generally known by the djfplay of flags in 
the feveral path-ways; nut a canoe was fufrered 
to move along the fllOres; nor was a fire allowed 

to be made; which produced a degree of folem-
nity, 
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nity, that was very expreffi~'e of the concern felt 
for the dea th of this chief, and of his confequence 
and refpeaability. Numerous fires had been ob. 
ferved the preceding day all over the difrriCi of 
Oparre. Thefe, we were given to underfrand, 
were ceremonies of a religious nature confequent 
on the demife of MallOw; and it is reafonable to 
fuppofe that the mourners took advantage of this 
ordinance to cook fufficient provifions for the 
time of the interdic1ion. 

Our provifions having been fupplied in the 
greatefr abundance, permil1ion was now granted 
for the purchafe of curiofities, agreeably to my 
promife contained in the refrriClive orders of tLe 
25th of December lafr. And as nothing worthy 
of attention had occurred in our neighbourhood 
during the ab(encc of Mr. Broughton and his 
party, I fhall infert fuch obfervations made during 
their excurGon, as were communicated to me on 
their return. 

Our gentlemen embarked in a canoe belonging 
to Mowree, the fovereign of Ulietea, who toge
ther with fVhytooa and his wife accompanied 
them towards Oparre. On their way they landed 
tor the purpore of feeing the morai of Tapoota

poolatea. lY[owree, who attended them, on ap
proaching the facred· fpot, defired the party 

" would frop until he fhould addrefs the Eatooa. 

For this purpore he {eatcd himfelf on the ground, 

and 
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and began praying before a watta, ornamented 
with a piece of wood indifferently carved, 011 

which was placed, for the prefent occafi.on, a 
hundle of doth and rome red feathers. During 
this ejaculation, which took up a conficlerable 
time, the names of the party were twice men
tioned. He like,yi[e repeated the names of the 
{everal commanders who had vifited the i{]and ; 
together with thofe of " Keelle Corge" (that is, 
King George) and "Britarne," which were fre
quently exprdfed. "Vhen there introduCtory 
ceremonies were finifhed, lY[owrce attended them 

to every part of the morai, and explained every 
particular. He appeared to be well ver[ed in all 
the ceremonials and rites appertaining to their 
religion, which made the party greQtIy lament 
their want of a competent knowledge of the lan

guage, as they were unable to comprehend his 
meaning, except in a few common infiances. 
Having left the morai, and proceeded wdrward 
about a mile, they arrived at a hou[e furrounded 

by a plantation of ava belonging to Urripialz, 

who was then at dinner with a numerous com

pany of our Matavai friends; and whilfr our gen
tlemen were taking lome refrefhment, a me1-
{enger arrived from Wl~ytooa, whofe guei1:s they 
were to be, and who had gone before them from 

the morai, requefring their attendance at his ha

bitation, which they found fituated on the verge 
of 
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of the rea thore. In the front of it was an ava 

plantation, interfperfed with fugar cane, and ba
nanas; near the houfe was a fmallthrubbery, of 
native ornamental plants. The whole fiurounded 
by a well confrru8:ed fence of bamboo, neatly 
interfetted with clean paths, that led in dif
ferent dire8:ions, produced an effect that was ex
tremely pleafing, and redounded much to the 
credit and ingenuity of the proprietor. Whytooa 
had taken very effectual means to provide for 
their entertainment; for a large hog had been 
committed to the oven, and was nearly ready 
for the table, with an abundance of other re
freihments. The manGon was large and airy. 
By lines ftretched acrofs, they had quiet poiTef
flon of one half of the building; and this parti
tion prevented the idle curiofity of the aiTembled 
natives from interrupting the comfort of their 
repaft. In the afternoon they were viuted by 
Urripialt and forne of his attendants. He ob
{erved, that, in the abfence of his royal brothers, 
and other principal chiefs, it was not improbable 
that {orne of the natives might take advantage 
of this circumftance, and difcontinue their pre
rent orderly behaviour in the neighbourhood of 
the veiTels and the encampment. He therefore 
requefred Mr. Broughton would, in his name, 
write to me, recommending the five following 
chiefs to be admitted into our {ociety on board 

and 
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and on fuore; whofe prefence would be the 
means of effectually rell:raining the populace. 
Their names were Poena, Afatiapo, and Moe/Tee, 

of Matavai; and Tatoah, and Arreheah of Hapi
no; in the protection and good offices of whom 
we may place the fullell: confidence. Matiapo 

being prefent, he was charged by Mr. Broughton 
with this embaify. From our earlidl: acquaint
ance with this royal and worthy chief, his mind 
had appeared to be wholly engroifed in devifing 
the means for our comfort, and for preferving a 
friendly and good underfranding between us and 
his countrymen; and even here, though retired 
to his cottage, he was found equally zealous in 
the fame laudable purfuit. They were alfo com
plimented by the young king Otoo with a vifit. 
His approach was announced by the ufual cere
mony of all the natiycs prefent uncovering their 
ihoulders; and as he could not with propriety 
enter Whytooa's fence, they paid him their re
fpects on the beach; whence, after receiving 
fome trinkets, he hall:ened with his royal fill:er, 
each carried as before, to meet Pomurl'ey, who 
was about to land at the morai. Towards the 
evening, a {cene was prefented that gave a very 
.different turn to the feelings of the party. Oil 
paying their refpects to the royal family, who had 
lan'ded near them, the {arrow and dejection which 

.appeared in the countenance of POlJlurrey, in-
dw;:cd 
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duced an inquiry into the cau[e of his melan~ 

choIr; he replied in a low tone of voice. that 
"lY'J,ltaaara Jdlllw'W was dead." Urripiali on 

ht:arillg the nevIs burn into a flood of tears; and 
a forrowful gloomy fadnefs foon overfpread the 
whole aiTembJy. On advancing a little further, 
we obferved the queen-mother and Fier re te in 
tears near the canoe from which they had landed, 
.fearching a bundle containing fome fhark's teeth~ 
with which the women of this country torture 
themfdves, to m:ll1ifefr their grief on fuch occa
lions. After each had made choice of an innru

ment for this pt:rpofe, they retired in filent a:ffiic
tion to a neighbouring plantation. 

The next morning, (Monday the ] 6th) they 
were .again honored by a viiit from Ofoo and fe
veral of the chiefs, in their way to the morai. Soon 
'after, a canoe covered with an awning was (een 

coming from the wei1ward, paddling in a flow 
and folemn m~nner towards the morai, in which 
was the corpfe of the deceafed chief. On their 

cxpreffing great anxiety to fee Pamurrey for the 
purpofe of obtaining permillion to attend the bu

rial ceremony, they were informed that he was 
gone to the morai, but would have no objeC1ion 
to their being prefent. They proceeded; and, 
'near the rivulet that flows by Urripiah's houfe, 

they faw the queen-mother, Pier re fe, and the 

widow of the deceafed lV[allOw, fitting all in tears; 

and 
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and in the paroxyfms of their affliction, wound
ing th~ir heads with the fllark's teeth they had 
prepared the preceding evening. The widow had a 
(mall fpot fl1aved on the crown of her head, which 
was bloody, and bore other evident marks of hav
ing frequently undergone the cruel effeC1 of her 
defpair. Being appreheniive that the prefence of 
fhangers might be unwelcome, they took leave, 
and repaired to the morai, where the priefrs had 
already begun their funeral folemnities. Pomur
ny, Urripialt, and others, iilently aifenting, they 
moved quietly through the aifcmbly, and were 
feated \-vith as little interruption to the duties, as 
on entering a church in England after the fervice 
is commenced. Five p"-ic{'ts were feated before 
POIll/f,'"!"')" chanting a prayer, with their faces 
towards 0100, who fat on a man's lap. About 
ten yards from him was held a bundle of cloth, 
which contained emblematically the Eatooa; a 
general name for their deities. The body of j\1£1-

how, wrapped in EngliG1 red cloth, was depo
fit,ed under an awning in a canoe, whofe bow 
was drawn up a little way on the beach near the 
morai, and was attended by one man only at her 
finn up to his middle in water, to prevent her 
driving from the fpot. The pridl:s continued 
chanting their prayers, frequently exalting their 
voices, until they ended in a very furill tone. He 
who, on this occafion, performed the office of 

chief 
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chief priefr, was difcovered to be our friend Mow

ree, whore prayer was equally fervent, and con· 
tinued nearly half an hour longer than the refr ; 
during which he was occaf:onally joined byano· 
ther priefr in a very thrill tone of voice. This 
prayer of Mowree's fccmed at intervals, like an, 
expofrulation with the Divinity, by adverting to 
the different productions of the ifland remaining. 
and frill fIourilhing in the greatefr plenty, ann 
yet ftfatooara lvJa/lOw was fuff'ered to die~ 

The addrefs being ended they all rofe up, and 
proceeded we:fl:ward along the ihore, followed by 
the canoe in which was the corp[e, to the mouth 
of tbe rivulet, where the three royal ladies frill 
continued to indulge their exceffive grief; and 
who, on perceiving the canoe, burfr forth into a 
loud yell of lamentation, which was accompa.;. 
nied by an accelerated application of the fhark's 
teeth, until the blood- very freely following, min
gled with their tears. The canoe entered the 
brook, and proceeded to\vurds another morai at 
the foot of the mountains, where the ceremonies 
to be performed on the body of the deeeafed re
quired fuch fecreey, that, on no account, could 
our gentlemen be permitted to attend, although 
it was mo:fl: earndl:ly requefred. As fome allevia· 
tion to this djfappointment, Pomurrey promifed 
they ihould fee the manner in which the remains 
would be depofited the next day, and earnefrly 

intreated 
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intreated they would defi{t from rallowing the 
proceffion any further on the prefent occafion. 
As it was generally fufpecred that the body was 
now to undergo the procefs" of embalming, the 
party much lamented P01l1urrey's interdicrion, as it 

"deprived them of the only opportunity that pof
iibly might ever occur of becoming acquainted 
with the nature of this operation; whence might 
be derived not only curious, but uft;ful anatomi
t:al information. This prompted Mr. Menzies 
to renew his folicitations to Pomztrrey to be ad
mitted alone; but as thefe were attended with 
no better fuccefs they determined to abandon 
thefe melancholy folemnities, and extend their 
excurfion a few miles weftward to Pomurre/s 
telidence; which they found pleafantly fituated 
near the thore, confifting of two large houfes 
lately ~rttl:ed. Here they were entertained H ith 
a heava performed by a""'number of very youn~ 
girls, in the W"anton manner of the country. At 
a particular part of the dance, a fellow fiept in 
amongft the performers, and in a very obfcene 
though ludicrous manner ente>("ained the natiyc 

a"udience; but, on our gentlemen expreffing their 
abhorrence of fuch indecorous behaviour, the 
giris, in finiihing their parts, did not expofe 
their' perfons below the waift. After difiributing 
forne prefents to the young acheiTes, they retired; 
"viT OL. I. and 
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" and direCl:ing their route back, thl'Ough the plan-
tations, foon arrived at the houfe of a chief, where 

TVI,:ytooa haviri'g pr~~jded an excellent repail: they 
were fumptuoufly regaled. 

In the evening, as they returned to our friend·s 
houfe, they obfcrved many fires were burning at 
Oparre, as if a grand entertainment was prepar
ing; they however fared as ufual; and after fup
per, on requefting their worthyhoft would join 
in a glafs of grog, to the health of friends in Bri
tame, he, though extremely fond of the liquor, 
',cry politely declined the invitation; faying, there 
was but little for themiejves, and he would there
fore drink "Britame" in a bowl of Otaheitean 
ava, which was immediately prepared. 

Before break of day, Mowree acquainted them, 
that, as religious reftriClions were laid on all the 
canoes in that part of the i{Lmd, his could not be 
hunched; he was informed this would not be 
any incom"enience, as it was the intentism of the 
party to return by land; and requefted, that 
IVlrytooa would prepare them an early break fail:. 
This, Wilytooa hoped they would excufe, as fires 
were ihterdicred, and cooking could not be fuf,. 
fered at his houfe; but that he would endeavour 
to prOVide them with forri~ refreibment on their 
journey, when out of the diftriCl of Oparre. Ac
companied by their~~vorthy hoft and hoftefs, they 

noW 
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now ret forth on their return, highly impreifed 
with the attentive kindnef, <d1J ho{pitality they 
had received. 

On reaching the rivulet, they requefred to be 
fhewn themorai to which the remains of lYlahow 

had been carried the preceding day. The road 
Was pointed out, but having advanced a little 
'way a meifage was delivered, requefiing they 
would return. On explaining the promife made 
by POlIJurr'!.-v, much hefitation enfued; after which 
Wirytooa directed one of the natives only to ac
company them, giving him at the fame time very 
particular injunctions. Mr. Broughton and Mr. 
Menzies followed this man, who appeared ex
ceedingly cautious and apprehenfive of every fiep 
he took. They had not procee§ed far when a 
general {olitary gloom prevailed; all the houfcs 
were defcrted, and not a living creature, except
ing two or three dogs, were to be fcen until t~]cy 
arrived ncar the morai; where, in a {mall hou(e, 

\ three men were cbferved, who, mofr probably, 
were the centincls of the {acred place. Theie 
quefiioned the guide in a very particular manner, 
and then acquainted him, that the body of Mahow 

had been removed to the morai, where it had 
fiopped the day before; and that Pomurrey was 
there al[o. They now took a curfory view of 
the holy {pot, which afforded little worthy of 
notice. It wa$ terminated by high perpendicu-

1~ 2 lar 
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lar rocks, whence iffued {everal ftreams of water, 

whofe continued murmurs, affifted by the wild 
and gloomy fituation of the morai, gave an aw
ful folemnity to the place, and fitted it to the 
mournful, facred purpofe, for which it is deiigned. 
On the return of thefe two gentlemen to join the 
reft of the party, they paired the refidence of the 
young king 0100. It confified of a middJing
:fized houfe, inclofed by a railing of wood, fitu
ated 011 the confines of the diftricts of Matavai 
and Oparre ; beyond which the religious interdic
tions did not feern to extend any great difrance, 
as th:y foon afterwards partook of an excellent 
breakfafi that Wf.ytooa had taken care to provide. 
They then tcturned to the encampment, ex·' 
tremely well pleafed with their excurfion, on 
which they had been conftantly attended by fe
i-era! of the natives, who were always ftruggling 
to be foremofi in acts of friendly attention; fuch 
as carrying the party over the rivulets; taking 
charge of their iuperfluous apparel, and other 
bundles; which, although comprifed of many ar

ticles highly valuable to them, yet, in j-uftice to 
their honeiry, it muft be recorded that the mofi 
trivial article was not miffed. 

I ihall take leave of this excurfion by adding a 
few ideas which, though principally founded on 
conjecture, may not be unimportant, as they re

fpea thefe peculiar religious ceremOllles. The 
OpmlOtl 
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Qpinion that the operation of embalming com
menced at the morai near the mountains was 
mofr probably correct. One of the principal parts 
of this ceremony I have been given to underfrand, 
is always performed in great fecrecy, and witl~ 
much religious fuperftition; this is the difem
bowelling of the body. The bowds are, by thd 
people, confidered as the immediate organs of 
{enfation, where the firft impreffions are received, 
and by which all the operations of the mind are 
carried on: it is therefore natl1.ral to conclude, that 
they may e1teem, and venerate the intefrines, a~ 
bearing the greatefr affinity to the immortal part. 
I have frequently held converfations on this {ub
jed:, with a view to convince them, that all in
tellectual operations were <:arri¢ on in the head; 
at which they would generally {mile, and inti
mate, that they had frequently {een men reco
ver whofe {culls had been fractured, and whore 
heads h2d otherwife been much injured; but 
that, in aU cafes in which the inteftines had been 
wounded, the per(ons on a certainty died. Other 
arguments they w;ould al{o advance in faVO!; of 
their belief; {uch as the effect of fear, and qther 
paffions, which caured great agitation and unca,
fineis, and would {ometimes produce ficknefs at 
the fromach, .vhich they attributed intircIy to 
the action of the bowels. If therefore this rca
foning be admitted, it would appear probable 

T J that 
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that the intefl:ines of Malzow were depofited a~ 
the morai under the mountains; and as it is na
tural to imagine they would confider the foul 
mofl: attached to thofe mortal parts w hieh bore 
to,~t the greate~ affinity, fo wherever thofe parts 
were depofited, there they may probably fuppofe 
the foul occafionally re{orts. And hence it may 
be inferred, that it is in the places made {acred 
by the depofit of thefe relics, that the ceremony 
of chief mourner, habited in the parie, is per
formed; whore bufine{s it is to keep off the inqui
fitive, and to maintain as far as poffible a profound 
fiIenee over a certain {pace in which he parades, 
ha,-ing a kind of mace, armed with 1hark's teeth, 
borne before him by a man almofl: naked, whofe 
duty is to affail anyone with this formidable 
weapon, who may have the temerity to venture 
within his reach. This may account for Why
tooa' J difinclination to perniit our gentlemen to 
vifit the morai; the apparently deferted hou(es ; 
and t1-1e apprehenfions of the guide, who fl:arted 
at the leafl: interruption of the profound arid {o
lemn filence which prevailed in that nejghboui~ 
hood. 

CHAP. 



179'2·J ROUND THE WOTILD. 295 

CHAPTER VII. 

Two Nati'l'cs pll71!Jlled for Tluft-01ftquies (f 
J'vhl!tow-Sn'fral Articles jloletz-l'vfeqfUl'cs for 
their Rt'collt'ry--Toweretroo the Sandwich 

[jlander al:fi'onds-BrougJI! back by Pomurrey 

-Sail from l.fata'Ual Bay-CharaDer of Po-

1l1urrry-Flis FPlves-Changes in tlie GOl!erlZ

JJlen! if Otahci!c--Ajlronomical alld nautical 

°IVCn'atiom. 

ON the inorning of Tuefday the 1 ith we 
were vifited by the young king, his uncles, 

and {everal other chiefs frqm Oparre. Two men 
had been deteCled in frealing a hat from on board 
the Di{cO'\'ery ; and, as {evcral other petty thefts 
had been ~ommitted at the encampment, I de
iii'ed the delinquents to be {I~nt on iliore, that 
they might be puniiliecl in the pre{ence of their 
s:;hicfs, and countrymen, which was clone by 
fhaving their heads, and beuowing oq each a 
ilight r.n;mual correClion, 

A melTwre was received from POlllurrev, rc-
o 0 . .• • 

queuing, my;ttendance at Qparre, to " tieliah," 
that is, to moiirn for the death of MallOw. It 
was underi1:ood to be much wiihecl, that we 

T 4 fil0UJd 
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:f110uld be provided to fire fome vollies; and that 
I ihoulcl prefent, on this occafion, a piece of red 
cloth as an offering to the deceafed. I was in
formed aI[o that moft of the neigh bouring chiefs 
were to pay their laft tribute of refpeCl to the re
mains of MallOw, and that the ceremony would 
confequentIy be attended with many formalities; 
but on our arrival at Oparre there did not appear 
the Ieaft foundation for any {uch report. Mr. 
Broughton and Mr. Whidbey accompanied me. 
On our landing, we were conduCled to a tempo
rary habitation of Pomurrey, where we found him, 
his wiycs, and fifters, in readinefs to receive us. 
Some little concern was certainly apparent for 
the lofs of their friend and relation; though very 
unequal to the affliction I expected to haye wit
neifcd, from the great care, and tender regard. 
manifcfted to Mahow by the whole party when 
alive. The gr~'f of thefe people is of two de
{criptions, natural and artificial; it is exceffive 
on the fir1l: impulfe, but {oon moderates and 
wears away. 

The corpfe was laid on t:,~ tapapaoo, which. 
[cemed to have been erected for the expn:fs pur. 
pofe about a quarter of a mile to the eai~\Va,dof 
the grand morai; (or as it is called,. "tapoota':" 
" pootatea") and appeared to be theri.undergo~ 

iog the latter part of th~ ~mba[mirig procds, it,l". 

'the [Ime manner as defcribed by Ca~tain C,o~k 

lU 
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in the infrance of Tee. The body was expofed 
to the fun; and, on. our approach, the covering 
was taken off, which exhibited thc corpfe in a 
very advanced frate of putrefaction. The fkin 
fuone very bright with the cocoa-nut oil, with 
which it had been anointed, and which, we un
derfrood, was highly impregnated with « aehigh," 

or {weet-fcented wood. One of the arms and a 
leg being moved, the joints appeared perfealy 
flexible. The extremely ortenfi\e exhalations that 
,vere emitted, rendered it natural to conclude, 
that the whole mafs would foon be completely 
decompofed; but, if credit may be given to their 
affertions, which were indubitably confirmed by 
the remains of Tee, and to which I could myfelf 
bear teitirnony, this will not be the cafe. Po-
1l1urrey ~nformed us, the corpfe was to remain a 

month in this place; then a month was to be 
employed in its vifiting fome of the wefrern dif
trias; after which it was to be removed to Tia
Taboo for another month; '.vhence it was to be 
carried to Morea, and therc finally depofrted with 
his forefathers in the morai of the family. In 
thc courfe of a few mOl·ths after its arrival there, 
it ,vould gradually begin to moulder away, but 
by fuch ycry flow degrees, that feveral months 

~ould clapfe before thc body would be entirely 

conful11cd. 
This method of embalming, or rather of pre

[crving 
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ferving human bodies, is certainly an objeet' of 

great curioiity; particularly, when it is confl
dered that is performed under the influence of a 
vertical fun; fometimes in the rainy {cafon; and 
that the operators are totally ignorant of the pro
perties of {pices, {alts, L:;c. &c. as ai-Itifeptics. 
Whether their preparations be flmple or com
pounded, cr what may be the peculiarities ob
{erved in tbe Focefs, remains, I believe, intirely 
unknown to Europeans; and it is much to be re
greEted, that their religious interdietions precluded 
our attending the whole of thefe myfterious ob
fequies, as many vdfds may vifit this country 
without meeting fa fa,-orable an opportunity, 
with perrons on board qualified and inclined to 
direCt {uch enquires into effect. 

The boat's crew were ranged before the pal
ing that encompaifed the tapapaoo; the piece of 
red cloth was given to the widow, who {pread it 
over the dead body; {orne vol1ie~ were then :fired, 
and I was directed to pronounce " Tem no oca 

Mr.ilww," that is, For you Mahow. On {orne 
rain falling, the body ,vas taken under cover, 
and carefully wrapped up. vVe had but a few 
yards to retire to Pomurrry's habitation, where 
himfelf and family had taken up a temporary 
abode for this occafion; but the exceedingly of
fenfive fmel! of the corpfe obliged us to proceed 

to an excellent new houfe of FVI'.vtooa's, a little 

to 
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to the wdtward of POJ1ll1l'1'(Y'S former habitation, 
whi-::h had been deHroyed during the late wars, 
and had not been rebuilt; nor did it appear that 
he had any <;Jther houfe at prefent in this part of 
the difrria. Here \YC dined, and returned to 
lVIatani with two large hogs, prefented on this 
mournful oecaiion by the widow of Mahow. 

Our friends with their axes made fo little pro
grefs, that on the morning of Wednefday the 
18th, I requdl:ed Urripiah would point out fuch 
trees as we might cut down ourfelves. This, 
with rVl~J'tooa's afiifrance, he ihortly did; and 
\ve procured of the apple, and bread-fruit, fuf
ficient numbers to fupply our wants. Parties for 

this fervice were fcnt on thare, and the axes lent 
to the chiefs for this exprefs purpofe, were di
rcc1cd to be forthwith returned; with which U1'
ripiah, 7Vhytooa, and Poeno, immediately cam-

-plied. 
The mourning for MzllOW being now at an 

cnd, the royal females paid us a vifit, and returned 
after dinner to Oparre. P01ll1ll'l'e,y, his father, 
wives, brothers and Miers, with our feveral 
friends, were again about us the next morning, 
perfealy cheerful and in high fpirits. As Sun
day was now determined upon for our departure, 
the preceding eveni'ng was fixed for a further dif
play ~f fire-works, in which all our friends feemed 
to anticipate much plcafurc. Pomurre,y returned 

In 
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~he in eveping to Oparre, for the purpore of pro
curing us {uch {upplies as he thought would be 

iicceptable previoul1y to our failing. 
A great number of prefents were recei ved on 

board on the lllorning of Friday the 20th, con

iifring of hogs, fowls, goats,* roots and vege
tables, from our {everal friends; who had uni

formly f":pnduCl:edthemfelves with the greateft 

propriety, and who all appeared to regret that the 

period of ~ur f.kparture was now fo near at hanD. 
In the tnidfr pf this happy int~rcour[e and deur
able harmony, ~ circum france unfortunately oc
curred, which occauoned much concern. A bag, 

containing a large quantity of linen belonging to 
Mr. Bro~ghton, had, been artfully taken out of 
the marquee. MonTee, who had offered to be a 
cutter of wood, had neither rent any down {ince 

the firfr or fecond day, nor had he returned the 
axes with which he had been furnifhed. This 
led me to {urpea: he intended {omething unfair; 

of which, as welt as of the theft, I acquainted 

Urripialz! who immediately replied he would go 
in qucfr both of the axes and the linen~ He 
[cemed, by no means, to be ignorant of the theft, 

and requefred I would apply to Wl?)ltooa~ 'who, 

having in a ,more particular manner attached him

{elf to Mr. Broughton, was the mof[ proper per-

* Produced from the frock originally efiabliihed by Cap
taill Cook. 

{on 
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{on to exert himfelf on this occaiion; efpecially 
as he had reafon to believe the linen had been 
taken to a part of the country where Whytaoa's 
influence was very confiderable. Several fhirts 
81(0 had been, the preceding evening, reported 
miiung tram the people's tents; but as circum
frances induced me to believe the inhabitants 
were little concerned in their removal, no means 
were purfued for their rcc'Huy. Mr. Brough
ton's linen was, however, too (erious a lo(s, and 
was a robbery too audacious to be paifed over in 
filence; particularly, as it became evident the 
chiefs knew of the linen k~,~n:; b::ca {lolen be
fore we difcovered the theft; which was frrongly 
ftlfpected to have been projected by themfdves. 

Urripiah had prepared a hea'va, clofe to the 
lines of the· encampment, for our amufement; 
but, to !hew my difapprobation, I deemed it ex
pedient to forbid the performance, and told Ur

ripialz, that, whilft his people conducted them
felves (0 treacheroufiy, the le(::; connexion there 
fubfifted between us the more agreeable it would 
be; and that, unlers the articles purloined were 
immediately returned, I ihould be under the di[

agreeable neceffity. though greatly againft my 
inclination, of enforcing the reftoration of them, 
by the adoption CJf very ferious mea(ures. On 
this he immediately departed; and about noon 
returned with one of the axes) and [{lid that he 

had 
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had difpatched people iii fearch of the linen, which 
he hoped would fcion be found ~ but that Moer.;, 
7ee would not give up the other axe; all edging 
as an excufe for with-holding it, that he had left 
an adz with me to be altered, which when done 
and rent to him, he would {end back the other 
axe; but this was a l::.ind of bargaining with 
which I did not think proper to comply. The 
queen-mother, who was our guefr, informed me 
that Pomurrey would be at the tents thc next 
morning, and for that reafon I deferred any fur
ther proceedings until his arrival. 

A favorable opportunity occurred in the even
ing to fend on board the obfervatory, chronome
ters, infiruments, together with a large quantity 
of lumber from the encampment; and appre
hending that the natives might attempt to-com
mit other depredations on our moveable pr.:)perty, 
a.dditional centinels \vere pofted; and, as a fum
mary and immediate punifhment when caught 
in the faa, {eemed moft likely to pre,Tent in fu
tme a repetition of crime, orders were iITued td 

fhoot any perf on who might he found in the aa 
of frealing; but, on no pretence, to fire without 
the prefence of an officer, who had the frricteft 
injunaions to be extremely circumfpea'. 

On going on board the next morning, (Satur;., 
day the 2 I fr) I had the additional mortification 

,to undetfrand that a much more material circum

ftance 
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fiance than the lofs of the linen had occurred to 
interrupt the harmony which had fo long fub

fiUed. 
TO'Lvereroo the Sand wich iflander had, in the 

courie of the preceding night, found means to 

elope ti·om the ihip. Of this his intention, we 

had not for fome time been free of fufptcion; but 
I did not like to impofe abfolute confinetnen't 
upon him without fome proof. He had formed 
an attachment with the daughter of Poena, the 
chief of fv1atavai, on whom, by examination, we 
now found he hacllarilhly bcfl:owed nearly all be 
had poifeficd. This was of PO fmall value, for, 
independent of his abundant outfit in England, 
many prefents had been made him; to which 
his want of principle had added, by making too 
free with fome valuable articles belonging to the 
gunner, with whom he had meffed previouiJy 
to his depart lire, Towereroo was a boy of weak 
intelleCt, of a fullen difpo{ition, and exceffively 
obftinate; and though bis condition was fo very 
{ubordinate at the Sandwich iflands, that there 
was little probability of his fervices being impor
tant to us or to our countrymen hereafter; yet 
his example w:\s a matter of fuch confequcnce, 

as to render it highly expedient that his return 

ihould be infiited upon; left the crew might {up
ppfe I had not fufficient influence with the chiefs 

to procure it, and (ome of them be tempted to 
abfcond 
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abfcond from the veifels. On my return on fllore 
Pomurrey and his wives were at the encamp
ment, and feemed not at all ignorant of what 
had happened, therefore little explanation was 
necdfary. A fervant of Moerree being fent for 
by Pomurrey, delivered the fame mdrage Urri
piaTz had brought refpecting the wood axe, and 
with which Pomurrey requefred I would comply. 
I ihewed him the adz, but infifred on the refro
ration of the axe before it ihould be returned. A 
ihort conference now took place, on which he 
{aid he would himfelf go for the wood axe, and 
gave directions that proper per[ons ihould be fent 
in quefr of Towereroo, who he mofr folemnly pro
mifed ihould be given up; and added, that he 
would immediately take mea{ures for the reco
very of the linen, but requefring, as UrripiaTz had 
before done, that I would refort to Whytooa for 
this efpecial purpoie, as it lay in his particular dE
partment. About noon Pomurrt;..y returned with 
the wood axe, and the adz was accotdingly re· 
fro red to its owner. 

In the prefence of Taow his father, his two 
brothers, Poatatolt, and feveral other chiefs, Po-
1nurrey inquired it~ agreeably to my promife, I 
intended a difplay of fire-works that evening; to 
which I replied in the negative, and explained, 
that when that promife was made there was no 
rearon to expeCl: the tr¢atment we had fince ex-

perienced, 
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perienced, from' thofe whof,~ duty it was to have 
obfervcd a v.ery different conduct withrefpe'a: to 
the theft of the linen, and the elopement of To
~vereroo; in both of which unpardonable tranfac~ 
tions many of the principal chiefs were materiaUy 
concerned.Pomurrey inilantly replied, that Towe
rerao fhould the next day be brought back,eithcr 
to the tents or to the Difcovery; and" on inter
rogating him refpecting the linen, a very warm 
argument took place between the three brothers, 
in which P01J1urd'l? in particular accufed TVhy
tooa of a want of exertion and friendfhip on the 
occafion. In the courfe of this debate, the name 
of Arrelleah was frequently mentioned; and fo 
far as I could underfrand, Pomurrey feemed con
vinced that he was very principally concerned. 
This man was an inferior chief in Hapino, one of 
the difrricts belonging to Whytoaa, who, as well 
as Urripiah, had recommended himfelf to our 
notice; in confequence of which, he had lately 
been a confrant attendant on the encampment: 
a man, who had alfo been recommended by 
fame of the chiefs to affifr in cooking, had been 
obferved with Arrehealz, to have Dept near the 
marquee on the night the Itbbbery was commit
ted. On this circumfrance being made known 
to Pomurrey, he replied, that one,. if not both, 
were certainly guilty: The dinner being now 
ferved, ended the debate; after which the three 

VOL. r U brothers 
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brothers -Gllied out in queft of the ttolen linen; 
find (oon returned with the fervant who had ab
konded. On his being examined he accufed 
Arreltealt as the thief; hut being confcious of 
the robbery, he had fled, lef!: he iliould be fuf" 
pccted and puniihcd. This man's evidence a1 .. 
though tending to acquit himfelf, as the prin
~tpal. clearly proved him an accomplice; and, 
not being Itvithout my fufpicions that he was in 
reality the) thief, I orderec! a halter to be put 
about h-is neck in ter.rorem, and.fent him on board 
I'he ihip; there to be confined iii irons; with the 
a{l:immce, that if the linen was not rdl:ored, he 
11lrJUld certainly be hanged. , ;\'''\ 

A fhort debate, nearly to the fame purport, 
again took place between the three brothers, in 

which Wlrytooa feemed much affected by Po
murrey's rebuke. As the thief was now known, 
1: embraced this oecaGon to inform the royal par

ty, that very confiderable prefents were intended 
to have been made to them and the fev-eral chiefs; 
but not one lingle article would be prefented un
lees Towereroo and lVIr. Broughton's linen were 
torthcoming. On this they again departed, fay
ing every thing fhould be ref!:ored. 

The fmf being tolerably fmooth in the after
noon, the large working tent, with various other 
a.rticles were 1ent off; leaving the marquee, the 

guard's tent, and cannO!!, only to be embarked. 
. Whilfr 
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WhiHl: thus employed, the chiefs had all, imper
ceptibly, withdrawn themfelves; towards fun
ret, moil: of the canoes that had been on the 
banks of the river were obferved to be moving 
off, and the houfes on the oppofite fide, which 
had been fully inhabited, were intirely frripped 
and deferted. We were foon given to under
frand that the Erees and people were " mat/ow
ed," that is, alarmed, becaufe I was angry; which 
intelligence a man named Boba was extremely 
urg~nt to communicate, He had, on the even
ing the linen was frolen, come over the rin:r 
under a fiimfy pretence, with which at the time 
I was by no means {atisfied; and fince then he 
had not been feen. Sufpecting him to be an ac
ceffary, I gaY(.' direBions that he ihould be {ecur
ed; and that the remaining canoe, which chanced 
to contain many of therr mofr valuable articles, 
fhould be detained; that we might have {ome
thing in our power ill cafe the chiefs ihould have 
deferted us, VI' hich I began to apprehend, as a 
general mattow feemed to have taken place. Mr. 
Broughton, who had been with the natives on 
the other fide of the river, informed me that the 
principal caufe of the 11lLZttow, was the confine
ment of Boba; and that they conceived, I had 
alfo confined the queen-mother. 'This good lady 
bad been our confrant companion. even in the, 

a,bfence of her hufband; and was, on all occa-
PODS, 
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[JAN. 

:fions, very folicitous to imitate our manners. 
Having carried her politenefs rather too far, in 
taking a few' glaiI'es more at dinner than was 
quite agreeable, fhe had been fleeping in the 
marquee mofi of the afternoon. On this infor
mation, I requefied fhe would infiantly repair to 
Pomurrey, who, with {everal chiefs, and a large 
concourfe of the inhabitants, were affembled on 
the oppo:fite fllOre of the ri ver. She complied, 
though greatly againfi her inclination, raying fue 
well knew that I was th.~ friend of her Pomurr0', 
and all the chiefs, and it was his and their bu:fi
nefs to come to me. This converfation took 
place at the river :fide, whilfi Pomurrey and the 
natives were" accu:fing meof detaining his wife, 
who, with all imaginable fpirit contradicted the 
affertion. The crowd replied, fue was infiructed 
by me to fay fo; afferting that I well underfiood 
thei~ language. Matters thus :fituated I infified 
ihe fuould ~:ofs the river, with which at length 
fue complied, and was received on the oppo:fite 
fide with great demonfirations of joy. On her 
affuring Pomurrey that I was fiill his friend, and 
that I earnemy wifhed to confer with him on the 
unpleafant circumfiances that had occurred, he 
attempted to co~e over the river, but was pre
.vented by the crowd. On his affuring them his 
intentions were not to crofs, but to be fufficiently 
near to underfiand me perfectly, he was allowed 

to 
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to advance a few paces, when he again quefrion
ed my pacific intentions, and whether I would 
confine him if he croifed the river. After re
ceiving the mofr unequivocal aifurances of a con
tinuance of my friendfhip, and his own perfonal 
liberty, he difengaged himfelf from thofe who 
forcibly attempted to frop him, and came over 
to us much againfr the general voice and opi
nion of the multitude, who murmured excef
iivelyon the occauon ; but this fhortly fubfiding. 
his wives {oon followed his example. I acquaint
ed Pomurrey with the detention of the canoe; 
and the man I had confined. The infrant he 
raw it was Boba, he aifured me he was innocent,·· 
and requefred he might be releafed; and, as he 
had been arrefred on {ufpicion only, I did not 
hefitate to comply with the requefr of Pomurrey, 
who had gratified me exceedingly by the confi
dence he had {a recently repofed in my inte

grity. 
Our royal guefrs became perfectly reconciled, 

{pent the evening with us; and Dept in the mar
quee. Early on the morning of Sunday the 22d 
they departed. Pomurrey informed me, he was 
then going to Oparre in quefr of Tr)'[vereroo, who, 
it was reported, had fecreted himfelfin the moun
tains· of that difuiEt; that in the courfe of the 
day he would be taken,and that, with him, he 

would return to Matayai; he further added, that 
U ~ Wlrytooa 
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1F Ity tooa was going in fearch of the linen, which 
would likewife be reftored. 

It was an exceffively mortifying reflection, now 
that we were in every refpel..'l: ready for fea, after 
having lived three weeks on terms of the frria-eft 
amity with thefe good people, that jufr on the 
eve of our departure, they fhould fa conduct 
themfelves, as materially to incur our difappro-

"'bation and cenfure, and prevent our bidding them 
farewel with that cordialit:r and good-will, to 
which they were fa highly intitled by their former 
good behaviour .• 

Having nothing further to tranfaCl: on fuore, 
every thing was fent on board excepting the 
marquee, at which, with a guard, Mr. Puget re
mained for the more eafy communication with 
the chiefs, fhould they be inclined to renew their 
vifits; as no one perfon of any diftinClion had ap
peared :fince the departure of PomuFrey in the 
morning. Mr. Brough~n having :1troIIed over 
the river, found Wlry/ooa in [oft dalliance with 
his wife at home, inftead of being in fearch of 
the linen. Mr. Broughton invited them to the 
marquee, but Whytooa replied he was" matlow"", 

ed.". After {orne perfuafion he complied, and 
having come oppofite the encampment, he re
quefted fome aifurance of friendihip on my part; 
which being complied with, he confented, and 
having gain~d about the middle of the river, he 

was 
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was compelled by the natives to return. Another 
converh'ltton now took place; and on Mr. Brough~ 
ton propoang to remain with them during Why
looa's ab{ence, he came over. and being foon re
conciled after his arrival, to his fituation, he rent 
a {ervant to defire Mr. Broughton would cro(s 

the river. On this occafion Whytooa's '" ire ac~ 
companied him, and we afterwards went all on 
board to dinner. On my enquiring; he {aidPomur

,.~y and Urripialt were at Oparre, but would return: 
the infrant Towereroo was taken. vVitb refp-ect to 

the linen I could gain no fatisfaClory account; 
and, as I wifhed to encourage him in the confi
dence he had manifefred, I did not think it right 
to puili this inquiry f'11'tlkr; wifhing to detain 
him and his wife, in (::afe their imprifonment 
hereafter fhould be deemed n(!ceifary to effect 
our purpofe ; but ddifred from any further mea':' 
{ures, until I ihould fee or hear fomething of the 
other royal brothers. The canoe and goods we 
had arrefred the preceding evening now appearing 
to belong to a chief of Ulietea, who could not 
have had any concern in the latc improper tranf
actions, jufrice diCtated its refroration to the 
proper owner, and direc1ions to that effect were 

accordingly given. 
Neither Pomurrey nor Urripialz having arrived 

on the morning of Monday the 23d, Mr. Brough
ton propofed that PV!~ytooa and his wife, who 

U4 were 
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were frill with us, fhould accomp~hy him to 
Oparre, in order to procure an interview with Po
murrey, and learn how our affairs frood in that 
difrriCl:. To this Whytooa readily ?g(eed,and 
whilfrthe boat was preparing for their convey
ance, the royal females paid us a viiit. They {aid 
Pomurrey <-was frill at Oparre, but would return 
to the fhip the infrant that Towereroo coulli be 
found. The, ladies were immediately informed 
of Mr. Broughton's errand, and told, that, until 
his return, they were to remain on board. With 
this arrangement they feemed perfectly {atisfied ; 
and from their mirth, and joking with each other 
as to their being carried to fea, their reception in 
En'gland, &c. &c. I began to conjecture that To
wereroo was in reality taken, though it was their 
pleafure to keep me in {ufpence. We did not 
long remain in this frate. About noon, the boat ...... . 

ret;uned with the three, royal brothers, and To-
'l.ve.reroq. ,; Mr. Broughton met them on their 
~ay to~rds the fhips, attende,d by a fleet of ca
noes, laden with every {pecies of proviiions as 
prefents from the royal family and our" feveral 
other friends, who all flocked on hoard with .fuch 
a profuiion of their various valuable commodi
ties, that unable to difpofe of their bounty,' fe
veral laden canoes returned to the fuore. 

Pomurrey and Urripiah obferved, on the deli
very of, Towereroe, that they had now refrored 

every 
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f;very thing in which they confidered I was par
ticularly interefred, and that it was /17 1l)'tooa's 

bufinefs to recover the linen for Mr. Broughton. 
lYhytooaprotefred that, if we could remain until 

the morning; it fhould certainly be brought on 
board; but as we had been repeatedly infrruaed 
to place little reliance on aifurances of this nature, 
had the wind been favorable, we fhould not have 

waited to put his integrity to the tefr. 
Paata/ou, with many other chiefs of the difrant 

difrricb, were made extremely happy by the pre-. 
rents which each of them received; and, finding 
we were to fail with the firfr favorable wind, 
took their leave in the evening, with much ap
parent regret for our departure; which was evi
dently increafed by their being di{appointed of a 

{econd difplay of fire-works. From the inordi
nate love of pleafure which thefe people poifefs, 
I.do not believe it were poffible to have caufed, 
by any other means, fo general and fo great a de.;. 
gree of mortification. Many chiefs, and num
bers of the inhabitants, had come from the mofr 
difrant parts of the if1and, and from Morea like
wife, for no other purpofe than to gratify their 

curiofity, and to be prefent at the expected exhi
bition. Thefe, in particular, complained much 
of their difappointment; to which I replied, their 
concern was by no means unpleafant to me, as it 

gave me rear on to hope it would operate to pre- • 
vent 
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vcnt the caufe of it in future; and that, if thefts, 

and other breaches of confidence had not been 

committed, and fanC1:ioned, as I was confident 

they had been by the chiefs the~fclves, I i1..1oltld 

not have been under the painful neccffity of de
nying them the promifed entertainment, and we 

fbould have parted much better friends. On the 
arrival of another ihip, I truiled, frolp this difap

pointmen.t, they would all be taught to conduct 
themfclves with more fidelity. 

Pomurrry and his wives remained on board all 

11ight. The next morning, Tuefday the 34th, 

brought no tidings of the linen. On reflecting 
that, without ufing rigorous meafures, which, in 
all probability, would fall more on the innocent 

'\Vhq were in our power, than on the guilty who 
'Were at a diihnce, there did not appear the moil: 

remote profpect of regaining this property; and 
as we had now a fa,-orable breeze from the eail

ward, and could ill afford a longer detention, 
about tcn in the forenoon we failed out of the 

bay. P01l1urre,v and his wives were our gudls until 

'we were beyond the reefs: the)' were now pre
fented with an a{lortment of valuables, which 
affi)rcied them the higheR fatisfaction; and Po
I7Ilfrrry reque[ting as a ~parti<:uhir favor that they 
might be faluted, on leaving the {hip, they took 

a YeiY fricndly and affectionate lea ,'c, and were 

complimented agreeably to his withes. TY!!ytooa 

had 
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had a1(0 accompanied Mr. Broughton in the 
Chatham; who, after we were out, brought him 
on board the Di(coITrv, with an aifortment of 
(uch articles as he conceil,"ed fVlzytooa intitled to, 
for his "hofpitable attention, and the large quan
tity of provifions, &c. &c. which he had (upplied, 
without having as yet received the leafr return: 
but as I had repeatedly declared W/~yto(}a fuould 
receive no prefent, un!efs the linen was rdtored, 
my ultimate dccifion was now requefred. On 
confidering, that pofGblyit might not have been 
in his power to recover the linen, and that equity 
demanded he fhould be paid for the fupplies 
which he had furnilhed, I con{ented to his re
ceiving in return, {uch articles as were deemed 
fairly equal in point of value; but he was not. 
prefented with any thing from me, although I 
had promifed him {everal valuable implements. 
Thfe were again enumerated, the reafon of their 
being with-held fully explained, and fhewn to 
have arifen from his not having aB:ed towards 
Mr. Broughton with that propriety which had 
been obferved in the c(')l1duB: of his royal brothers 

towards me. 
I am well a\vare that our viiit to this country 

will fill the inquifitive mind with the expeB:ation 
of acquiring much additional information, rela
tive to a people whofe fituation and condition 

hav~ been long the fubjeCts of curious invefriga-
tion; 
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tion; but the fuortnefs' of our fray, and various 
concurring circumfrances afforded little opportu

nity to gratify fuch defires. 
The veneration thefe people entertain for the 

narpes of their fovereigns, has been already very 
jufrly related by Mr. Anderfon. But no example, 
I believe, had then appeared to that judiciou:s 
obferver, of the extent to which this refpect is 
carried. On Oloo's acceffion to the Maro,* a 
very confiderable alteration took place in their 
language, particularly in the proper names of all 
the chiefs, to which however it was not folely. 
confined, but extended to no leis than forty or 
:fifty of the moft: common words which occur in 
converfation, and bearing not the leafr affinity 
whatever to the former expreffions. 
I This new language every inhabitant is under 
the neceffity of adopting; as any negligence or 
contempt of it is punifued with the greatefi: fe
verity. Their former expreffions were, however, 
retained in their recollection; and for our better 

communication, were, I believe, permitted to be 
ufed in converfation with us, without incurring 
difpleafure. Pomurrey however would frequently 
correct me on my accidentalIy ufing the former 
mode of expreffion, faying, I knew it was wrong, 

and ought not to practife it. Were fuch a per
nicious innovation to take place, generally, at th~ 

'* Or girdle ofroyalty. 
arbitrary 
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arbitrary will, of the fovereigns throughout the 
South-Sea Wands, it would be attended with in
{urmountable difficulties to fhangers; but it ap
pears to be a new regulation, and, as yet, con
fined to thefe i:flands, or it would be impoffible 
to reconcile the affinity which has. been hitherto 
found to fubfift in the language of different parts 
of the Great South-Sea nation. The new-fa
fhioned words produce a very material difference 
in thofe tables of comparative affinity which have 
been conftructed with fo much attention and 
labour; and may, poffibly, when the reafons for 
the alteration are known and developed, be a 
matter of interefting political inquiry. This, 
however, required more leifure, and a more inti
mate knowledge of the language, than I poifeif
ed. Circumftances of greater importance to the 
expediting the various {ervicc·s here, which the 
grand object of our voyage demanded, and on 
.which my mind was every hour anxiou:fly en
gaged; augmented by the difficulties we had to 
encounter, in the new modification of fo many 
terms, rendered moft of my inquiries ineffectual. 
Thefe perplexities and difadvantages were alfo 
materially increafed, by the difficulty of obtain
ing,the truth from a race who have a conftant 

defire to avoid, in the :flighteft degree, giving of. 
fence; infom-uch, that, on the leaft appearance 
of difplea{i;U"e, even in converfation, toadifengage 

them{elves 
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themfelves from any fuch incon~niente, they 
would often, by that extenfive and fpacious 
comprehenilon, which their language admits of, 
feemingly [0 qualify, what they before had af
{erted, as to contradict, according to our accepta
tion, a poiltive matter of fact; or, what al1}ounted 
to nearly the fame thing, a completely different 
confrruction was by us very frequently put on a 
{eeond converfation, from that which we had 
conceived from, or had attributed to, the firfr. 
Had we been more competent linguiRs, we 
might, in all probability, have found both their 
modes of expreffion tending to the fame point, 
and differing only in the figurative relation of the 
circumfrances, to which thcfe people are much 
accuitomed. This deception I have more than 
once experienced, and have on reflection, thus re
conciled the apparent incongruity. Such, and 
various other important circumitances muit ever 
occur, to render the acquirement of knowledge 
in the language, manners, and cuitoms, of new
ly-di[covered countries (beyond a certain fuper· 
ficial extent) a builnefs of much labour and itudy, 
although aided by a [cries of minute obfervations. 

Under {uch evident difadvantages, how far my 
abilities might or might not have empowered 
me to direB: fuch inquiries to ef!ect, had time 
and gther objects permitted, muit ftillremain to 
be prove~ I ihall therefore reilgn l.he palm to 

thofe 
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tbofe gen·tlemen who have preceded me, and to 

whom the world is indebted for many pertinent 
and judicious obfervatiolls contained in their ge
neral defcriptlon of this country. 

Ndtwithftanding I muft ~oncur with Mr. An. 
derron in opinion, tbat muchinformationre

mains to be acquired which would be extremely 

acceptable to the contemplative mind, yet it re
mains with me to record faithfully thofe circum
Hances only 'which arofe in our tranfactions and 
intercourfe with the:!c people. 

The changes which have taken place in their 
government, fo far as I have been able to under

ftand from the chiefs, with fuch other matter,. 

worthy attention as have fallen under my own 
immediate obfery-ation, I Iha11 proceed to relate; 

as the preceding narration would be incomplete
without fuch an explanation. 

W ehave beCOIIle acquainted by fubfequent 
viiitors, that, fhortly after t-he laft departure of 

Captain Cook from theie iflands, coniiderable 

difputes had. arifen between Mah'ne the ufurping 

chief of Morea, and P01ilurrt:Y (then 0100) in 
fome of which wa.rs (tor there \'!r1 been many) 

Maheine was joined by Towlza, and other chiefs 
of the wei-tern difrricts of Otahcite; by which 

means, fora contidc:rablc {pace of time, POJlJlir}'ey 

was materially worii:ed, and his own dii1:riCts laid 

intirely waite. Thus his Majef.:y s benevolent 
intentions 
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intentions of adding to the comforts of thefe 
people, have been nearly frufrrated. Mofr of the 
animals, plants and herbs, which had caufed Cap
tain Cook fo much anxiety and trouble to depofit 
here, have fallen a facrifice to the ravages.of war. 
The black cattle' were carried to Morea., where 
they frill remain; and having bred, are now five 
in number, four cows and a bull. The latter has 
very unfortunately recei ved a hurt in his loins, 
which renders him an intire cripple; confequently 
their further propagation willbe at an end unlefs 
fome additional affifrance is afforded. 

In the midfc of thefe hofrile engagements, Po

murrey married the queen-mother, a near relation 
of his mofr inveterate enemy Maheille. This 
lady having taken a very material part in the ad
vantageous change of Pomurrey's government, I 
fhall obtrude a few lines as a iketch of her cha
racter, and alfo that of Fier re te her fifrer, and 
conjugal partner in the royal affection. 

The queen-mother, although defritute of any 
pretenfion8' to beauty, and having in her perfon 
a very mafculine appearance, has yet, in her ge
neral deportment, fomething exceffively pleafing 
and engaging; free from any aufrerity or pride, 
:(he is endued with a comparative elegance of 
manners, which plainly befpeaks herdefcellt, and 
the high fituation in which fi1e is placed. Al

though her figure exhibited no external charms 

of 
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of feminine foftnefs, yet great complacency and 
gentlenefs were always confpicuous; indicating, 
in the moft: unequivocal manner, a mind poifef
flng, and alone aCtuated by thofe amiable quali
tie$ which moft: adorn the human race. All her 
aCtions feemed directed to thofe around her with 
an unalterable evennefs of temper, and to be 
guided by a pure difinterefred benevolence. Self, 
which on mofr occafions is the gov,erning prin
ciple in the conduct of thefe iflander" with her 
was totally difregarded; and indeed, fuch was 
her very amiable difpo{ition, that it counterba
lanced any difadvantages 1he might labour under 
in a deficiency of perfonal attractions. 

The portrait of FieI' re Ie on canvas would mofi: 
probably be generally thought, intitled to a pre
ference; yet {he appea,red by no means to poiTefs 
either mental endowments, or other excellent 

qualities, in the fame degree with the queen
mother; if 1he had them, they were latent, and 
required fome particular exertion to bring them 
into action. Her foftnefs ilnd effeminacy af
forded her fame advantage over her fiuer; yet 
there was a 1hyne(g, want of confidence and man
ner in her general demeanor, that e~-inced her 

motives to be lees difinterefred. We were how
ever led to believe, that fhe was not defri,tute of 
the, amiable qualities, though to us they,pid not 
app~ar ,fa confpicuous as in the character of the 

VOL. 1. X queen-
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queen-mother. Of the two ladies, Pier re Ie was 
now the favorite of Pomurrey, at leafr we had 
every reafon to think fo by the general tenor of 
his conduct. Notwithfranding this preference, 
he was obferved in feveral infrances to abide im
plicitly by the advice and opinion of the queen
mother, and to treat her with great affection and 
regard; who in return never appeared jealous or 
diifatisfied at the marked attention, or evident 
partiality, with which her fifrer Fier re te was 
treated by Pomurrey; 

In confequence of the very fuperior rank and 
condition of thefe two ladies, they poifeifed pri
vileges which I had never before feen conferred 
on any of the women of the Great South-Sea 
nation; as they were not only permitted to eat 
of all the good things of the country, but al
lowed to partake of them in company with men; 
as well the chief~ of the ifland as ourfelves; and 
of the identical dillies at any repafrof which men 
had eaten, without incurring difpleafure or dif
grace; thefe were honors to which we had rea
fon to believe no other females of the ifland could 
afpire. 

Thefe two ladies, with the deceafed Matooara 

MallO'w, were the children of a fifrer of Maheine. 

and his only near relations. lVlalzow I confidered 
to be the fame perf on . mentioned by Captain 
Cook, under the name of Tiareetaboonooa; as, on 

Qut 
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our firit arrival, he was introduced to me by the 
name of AreetabooJ/ooa, which appellation was 
almoit immediately dropped, and he was after
wards called Maho'W; occafioned moil likely by 
the recent alteration in their language, which 
has before been ftated to have taken place on the 
accefiion of the young king Otoo. 

As .L\1alteine was an Ereeoi, whore advanced 
age precluded the expectation of his having chil
dren, little doubt v.as entertained that his con
fequence and power would {oon defcend to his 
family, which had become more firmly attached 
to the Otaheitean authority by the intermarriage 
of the late Matooara MalLow with PomiJrrry's 

youngeit friter. This connection appears to have 
been an important political meafure, to in(ure a 
permanent eitabliihment of peace and tranquil
lity between th'e two ifiands, on the canquef/: or 
eeath of Malzeine. The event was however long 

. looked for before it arrived, for we underHaod it 
did not happen until about fifteen months pre
vious to our arrival; at which time Maheine was 
killed in a battle fought at Athoora by him and 
{orne of the weftern chiefs, againft the partizans 
of Pomurrey, who, I believe, then for the firf/: 
time came off victorious. 

},faheine having fallen in this conflict, and 
TowlJa being dead, little was necdfary to com
plete the conqueft, which was finally accom-

X z pliibed 
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plifhed by the excurfion of the Bounty's people 
in a veirel they had' confrrua:ed from the timber 
of the bread fruit tree; and as good or bad for
tune is generally attended with corroborating 
events, other circumflanZes intervened to foiter 
and indulge the ambition of Pomurrey. At this 
time Whyeadooa the king of Tiarabou died, leav
ing only a very diilant relation to airume his 
name and government; who was by Pomurrey 

and his adherents obliged to relinquifh all pre
tenfions to {pch honors, and with the people of 
Tiarabou to acknowledge Pomurrey's youngeit 

fan as their chief, under the {upreme authority of 
his e1ddl: {on Otoo; which on their aifenting to, 
the youth aifumed the name of Whyeadooa as a 
neceirary appendage to the government. By this 
acquifition it fhould appear, they have more ef
fectually eitablifhed a firm and lailing peace 
amongfr them{elves than has been enjoyed for a 
long {cries of years; and to in{ure this ineiti
mable bleiling to their dominions, the royal bro
thers have {o difpo{ed them{elves as completely 

to watch over and protect the two young princes 
during their minorit:,. 

Urripiah, the next brother to Pomurrey, having 
acquired the reputation of a great warrior, has 
iaken up his refidence on the borders of Tiarabou, 
to watch the condua: of tho{e people in their al
legiance to his nephew Whyeadooa; and on the 

leait 
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leafr appearance of difaifection or revolt, to be at 
hand tor purfuing {uch mca{ures as may be re
quired to bring them back to their obedicnce. 
W7zytooa, the next brother, rdides for the like 
reafon at Oparre, near the YOLJng m-'il~Hch; and 
P01llurrey with his wives has retired to Morea, 
where the inhabitants are, in all refpeCl:s, perfeCtly 
reconciled; firmly attached to his intereJl ; and 
ready to afford him and his children every fup
port and aHiitance they may require. From the 
relative fituation of this ifland with Otaheite, 
there is but little probability that POllwrrey could 
long remain ignorant of any diiTcntions that might 
take place, or that he would be prevented afford
ing iuch {uccour as the nature of the occa{lOn 

might demand. 
There is yet a fourth brother whofe infignifi

cance has hitherto precluded his name, which is 
Tapahoo, from appearing in any of our tranfac
tions with there worthy people. P.lthough in the 
pofieffion of a vcry eoniiderable property, Tapa
llOO feems little regarded by his family, ami le:s 
efreemed by his people. This want of refpect is 
greatly, and poffibly wholly, to be attributed to 

a natural imbecillity of mind; as, to all appear
ance, he is a young man of an exceedingly wc:~k 

and triBing character. 
On the late deceafe of MallOW, his daughter 

by POllmrrey's fj.Uer fucceEded to the fovcreignty 
X3 of 
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of Morea, under the fupreme authority of her 
coufin Otoo. To this young princcfs Pomurrey 

became regent, and in courfe, the inhabitants of 
Morea were intirc1y at his command. In con
fequence of Pomurr~v's connexion with Mallow'!) 

family, his fan 0100 in right of his mother was 
acknowledged as the fupreme fovereign of Hua
heine; and Matuarro the king of that il1and, had 
confented to the fuperiority of 0100 over him, 
'as " Aree Mara Eoora;" hut that he Matuarro 

was "Aree de Hoi." 
Omai having died without children, the houfe 

which Captain Cook had built for him, the lands 
that were purchafed, and the horfe which was 
frill aliyc; together with' fuch European com
modities as remained at his death, all defcended 
to Jvlafuarro, as king of the il1and; and when his 
majefty is at home, On-wi's houfe is his confl:ant 
refidence. From Malllarro we learned, that Oll/ai 

was much refpected, and that he frequently af
forded grcat entertainment to him, and the other 
chiefs, with the accounts of his travels, and de
fcribing the vario!ls countries, objects, &c. that 
had fallen under his obfervation; and that he 
died univerfally regretted and lamented. His 
death, as. well as that of the two Kew Zealand 
boys left with him by Captain Cook, was occa
floned by ~ diforder that is attended by a large 
{welling in the throat, of which very few reco-

ver, 
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ver, but die a flow lingering death. During the 
latter part of our fray feveral perfons were pointed 
out who feemed much affiiaed with this fatal 
malady, particularly thofe belonging to Tiarabou, 
who faid the difeafe had been imported by a Spa
niih veirel which had anchored near the fouth 
part of Otaheite. 

0100, in right of his grandmother by his fa
ther's fide, on the death of Mowree will claim 
the fovereignty of Ulietea and Otaha. Mowree, 

who is brother to Pomurrry's mother, is an Ereeoi 
or an advanced age. He feemed extremely fond 
of Otoo, and proud of his fucceeding him in the 
government of thofe iflands; faying, that, at pre
rent, there were two fovereigns, that" }.flaw ta 

Tarta," but when he ihould die then there would 
be but one, meaning 0100. This expreffion, in 
its literal fignification, means" to eat the lUan;" 

the idea, however, which in this fenfe it is in
tended to convey, is to point out thofe, whofe 
tank and authority entitle them to prefide at Jm
man facrifices; a power which at prefent is pof
felTed only by Mowree and Otoo. 

In confequence of the extenfi ve dominion that 
has devolved upon this young monarch, he is not 
now difringuiiherl by the title of Aree de Hoi, but 
by one which is confi.derably more eminent and 
comprehenfive; finee they fay there may be many 
Aree$ de Hoi, but there can be but one Aree Marq 

. X 4 Eoora; 
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Eoora; which means the chief of the red fea
thered Maro; and under which title, 0100's 

authority is acknowledged in Otaheite, Morea, 
Mattea, Tetero, Tupea-mannoo, and Huaheine. 
But the people ofUlietea and Otaha, {eem much 
averfe to this {ubmiffion; and it does not appear, 
that even Mowree himfelf ha£ much influence in 
thofe iflands, notwithfranding that he is their ac
knowledged {overeign. Since the death of Opoony, 

the government of the iDands under his late au
thority appears to have been ill adminifrered; 
the inhahitants having been very turbulent and 
much difpofed'to anarchy: and in eonfequenee 
of the diilnclination which the. people.Jof there 
iflands have manifefred to fubfcribe to the {u
preme authority of 0100, 'an expedition was in 
contemplation trom Otaheite, to enforce the 
power of the Aree Mara Boora over them, and 
little doubt was entel'tainedof its {ueeds. Ano
ther favorite object was the annexing to Otoo's 

prefent dominions by conquefr, (for no right was 
let up) the iqands of Bolabola, Mowrooa, and 
Tapi, which, fince the death of 0pOOllY, had been 
governed by his daughter, and were faid, in a 
great meafure, to have loft their former high re
putation as a martial and w2.rlike nation. 

Pomurrey and his brothers having procured 
from the vellels which had lately viilted Otaheite, 
{cveral mufkets and pifrols, they conildered them.., 

{elves 
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(elves invincible; and the acquiring of new pof
{effions for 0100, now {cemed to occupy the 
w hole of their frudy and attention. They were 
extremely folicitous that I f1lOuld contribute to 
their fuccefs by augmenting their number of fire

arms, and adding to their frock of ammunition. 
Of the latter I gave Pomurre.y a finall quantity; 
but of the former I had none to difpofe of, even 
if I had fcen no impropriety in complying with 
his requefr. Finding there was no profpeCl: of 
increafing their armory, they requefred that I 
would have the goodnefs to conquer the territo
ries on which they meditated a defcent, and hav
ing fo done, to deliver them up to Otoo; and as 

an excufe for their fubjugation, infifred that it 
was highly eifential to the comfort and happinefs 
of the people at large, that over the whole group 
of thefe if1ands there thould be only one fove
reign. On fatisfying them that the iflands in 
quefrion were quite out of my route, and that 
I had no leifure for fuch an enterprize, Pomurn,:y, 
in the mofr earnefr manner requefred, that on my 
return to England 1 would, in his name, folicit 
his Majefry to order a thip with proper force to 
be immediately fedt out, with directions, that if 
all thofe iflands were not fubjected to his power 
before her arrival, the was to conquer them for 
0100; who, he obferved, I well knew would ever 
be a Heady friend to King George and the Eng-

lifh. 
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lifh. This requdl: was frequently repeated, and 
he did not fail to urge it in the moft preffing 
manner at our parting. 

I cannot take leave of my friend, for to filch 
an epithet from me Pomurrey's conduct jufrly en
titIes him, without adverting to the alteration 
which {eemed to have taken place in his charac
ter, fince my former vifits to this country. At 
that time, he was not only confidered as a timid, 
but a very weak prince; on this occafion, how
ever, he did not appear deficient either in dif~ 

cernment, or intrepidity; although it mufr be 
acknowledged hlS fears were exceedinglyawaken
ed at the di:fplay of our fire-works, and that he 
always appeared to regard fire-arms with a con
:fiderable degree of terror; which poffibly might 
arife from his knowledge of their defrructive 
powers, whila at the [arne time he remained ig
norant of the extent to which they were capable 
of doing execution; but this defc:riptiqn of wea
pons out of the quefrion, we had rea[on to be
lieve his courage was equal to that of his neigh
bours, of which he certainly gave an undeniable 
proof by joining our party aloIle and unarmed at 
the encampment; in direct oppofition to the 
~oun{cl and apprehenfions of his furrounding 
Coul1trymen. On former occafions, I had alfo 
confidered his general character to be haughty; 

aufrere, and combined with much low cunning. 

When 
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When he condefcended to 'fpeak, or converfe. 
which was not frequent, little or no information 
could be derived; whilH the queitions he ailed 
in return, did not tend to the acquifition of ufe
ful knowledge. His conduct and deportment on 
the prefent occafion, were extremely different; 
and, when compared with that of his alI'ociates, 
were marked with an evident hlperiority, expref
fi ve of the exalted fituation he filled; and indi
cated that he poiTdled a jufr knowledge of him-
1dt~ and a~ open, generous, and feeling heart. 
b converfation, there were few from whom bet
ter information could be acquired; nor was he 
now deficient in directing his obfervations and 
enquiries to ufeful and important objects. For 
this purpofe only, he would remain whole days 
in our working tents, obferving with the ftricte1t 
attention the different tranfactions going forward; 
and frequently interrupting the mechanics, to 
xequ:re explanations of their {everal operations. 
The whole tenor of his behaviour tOvvards uS was 
fo uniformly correct and meritorious, that, on his 
taking leave, I could not refift making him, and 
his wiYe" {ueh acknowledgments in ufeful arti
cles, :lS he conceived they could have no poilible 

claim to; and fufpec1ing I \\'as about to make 
fome addition, he caught my arm, cxprdfed how 
highly repaid and gratified tbey were with what 

they had received, and oLferved, as I VIas going 
to 
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to vifit many other countries where fuch things 
would be equally valuable; I ought to be careful 
and reconomical. 

How far there difinterefted {entiments had ac~ 

tuatcd the conduct of the royal party in all their 
former tranfactions, is not eafy to afcertain; but 
certain it is, they took great pains to keep up 
the value of our commodities, and, by their own 

example, eftabliihed the price of three large hogs, 
weighing from an hundred to an hundred and 
fifty and two hundred pounds each, at an axe; 

under which they defired we would not part with 
our axes; and would frequently admoniih us, 
when they confidered we were about to pay ex
travagantly for our purchafes. In our traffic, 
axes were the moft valuable; next to thefe, red 
cloth, and all kinds of European linen; files, 
knives, and filbing hooks, were in great requdl:; 
as were fciifars and 100king-glafTes by the ladies; 
nails were of little value, and fuch things as were 
only of an ornamental nature were accepted with 
indifference, red feathers excepted, which I be~ 
lieve would ftill find a ready market. 

So important are the various European imple
ments, and other commodities, now become to 

the happinefs and comfort of thefe iflandcrs, that 
1 cannot avoid reflecting with Captain Cook on 
the very deplorable condition to which there good 

people on a certainty muft be reduced, ihould 

their 
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their communication with Europeans be ever at 
an end. The knowledge they have now acquired 
of the fuperiority and the fupply with which 
they have been furnifhed of the more ufdul im
plements, have rendered thefe, and other Euro~ 
pc an commodities, not only dfentially nece£ary 
to their common comforts, but have made them 
regardlefs of their former tools and manufaCtures, 
which are now growing fafi out of ufe, and, I 
may add, equally out of remembrance. 'Of this 
we had convincing proof in the few of their bone, 
or frone tools, or utenfils, that were feen amongfi 
them; thofe offered for fale were of rude work
manfhip, and of an inferior kind, folely intended 
for our market, to be purchafed by way of curio
fity. I am likewife well convinced, that, by a 
very fmall addition to their prefent frock of Eu

ropean cloth, the culture of their cloth plant, 
which now (eerns much negleCted, will be in
tirely difi-egarded, and they will rely upon the 
precarious fupply which may be obtained from 
accidental vifitors, for this and many others of 
the mofr important requifites of focial life. 

Under thefe painful conf:derations, it mani

fefily appear. that Europeans are bound by all 
the laws of humanity, regularly to furnit11 thofe 
wants which they alone ha \-c created; and to af

ford the inhabitants from time to timG (upplies 
of fueh important u{dul articles as have been al-

ready 
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ready introduced, and which having excluded 
their own native manuf:lcrures, are, in mofr re
fpects, become indifpenfably neceffary to their 
whole <:economy of life: in return for which a 
valuable confideration would be received in pro
vifions and reffdhments, highly beneficial to the 
traders who may vifit the Pacific Ocean. 

The various manufactures in iron and in cloth 
have become fo effentially requifite to their com
mon concerns, that irtitead of thefe commodities 
being reduced in their value by the frequen~ vifits 
of Europeans, or their fupplies of food and re
frel11ments being !efs plentiful in return, we were 
{erved with every article in the greatefr profufion. 
Six hogfheads of yery fine pork were cured; and 
had we been better provided with faIt, we might 
have {ecured ten times that quantity; and {ailed 
with a large {upply for prefent ufe, which com
prehended as many live hogs and vegetabl('s, as 
we could find room to di{pofc of; the whole pro
cured at leafr 200 per cent. cheaper than on any 
of Captain Cook's vifits, notwithitanding the re
cent departure of the Pandora. 

Great alteration has taken place in the military 
operations of thefe people. On au. firfr difco
very of thefe i11ands their wars were principally 
of a maritime nature; but at prefent it fhould 
{eem they. were cond ucred in a very different 
manner. For although fome of our gentlemen 

extended 
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extended their excudions to a confiderablc dif

tance, not a £Ingle war canoe was (een belonging 
to Otaheite. I had much converfation with Ui"
ripiah on this (ubject; from whom I learned, that 
in their late contefts they had found them fo un
manageable, particularly when the wind blew at 
all thong, that they had intircly given them up, 
and now carried on their enterprizes by land, 
ufing the larger (ort of their common canoes, 
'when their wars were offen£Ive, to convey them 
to the place of their ddtlnation, which was ge
nerally effected under cover of the night, or in 
dark rainy weather. 

The youth of 0100 authorifes us to (ay little 
more, than that he bore every appearance of be
coming a very promifing man. Some circum
ftances attendant on this young monarch were 
£0 very peculiar and extraordinary, as to make a 

few obfervations indifpen(able. Amongft the firft 
,vas the curious reftriction which prohibited his 
entering any of our habitations. His father, when 
0100, and king of the iiland, was under no fuch 
interdiction; but, as frequently as his inclina
tion prompted, vifited our fhips and tents with
out attaching the inconvenience which would 
now have fallen upon the people had the young 
king done the fame. Nor was the grandfather 
Taow then treated with that degree of obedience 
and refpect, which is at prefent paid to him on 

all 
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an occafions. The origin of the above myfierious 
refiraint, or the rearoning on which it has been 
founded, I could not fatisfaCtorily learn. The 
refult, however, of my enquiries on this head 
induces me to believe, that a ceremony very fimi
lar to the Natclze of the Friendly iflands dcicribed 
by Captain Cook, on Pou!alzou's [on being per ... 
mitted to eat in company with his father, will be 
performed here. This ceremony will occupy a 
confiderablc fpace of time, after which he will 
no longer be carried on men's fhoulders, but be 
at liberty like others to walk about; but when 
this was to take place in refpeCt of Otoo, J could 
not di(cover; for as often as the quefiion was put, 
[0 often the period when the event was to take 
place varied. It was like wife very remarkable, 
that we never faw any perf on of confequence or 
refpeCtability about the young monarch. His 
nearefi relations; though they paid all refpeCt to 
his high office, did not appear to regard or con
verfe with him; and thofe whofe duty it was to 
attend him on his journies between Oparre and 
our encampment, were fervants from the lowefi 
order of the people. Amongfi thefe was a man 
named Peterrah, who apparently was a very fhrewd,. 
{enfible fellow, on w,hofe fhoulders the young 
king never rode, but who, on all occltfions acted 
as mdfenger, 'and bore no higher office than that 
of a butler, 01' upper fervant. I had originally 

taken 
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taken this man for a priefr and fort of preceptor; 
but, on repeated enquiries, they always pointed 
to my freward as bearing the fame office with 
that of Peterralz., 

Much encomium, and with great jufrice, has 
been befrowed on the beauty of the female inha
bitants of this country. I cannot avoid acknow
ledging how great was the difappointment I ex
perienced, in confequence of the early impreffion 
I had received of their fuperior perianal endow
mentS. The natives themfelves freely admit the 
alteration, which in a few years has taken place, 
and feem to attribute much of the caUfe to the 
lamentable difeafes introduced by European viti
tors, to which many of their fineR women, at an 
early period of life, have fallen {acrifices. Beauty 
in this country, efpecially amongfr the! women, 
is a flower that quickly bloifoms, and as quickly 

fades: like the per{onal accomplifhments of the 
Creoles of America, theirs {oon arrive at matu
rity, remain but a ihort time frationary, and as 
rapidly decay. The extreme deficiency of female 
beauty on thefe ifiands makes it fingularlyremark
able, that fo ,large a proportion of the crew be
longing to the Bounty, ihould have become fo 
infatuated as to facrifice their country, their ho
nor, and their li\'es, to any female attachments at 
Otaheite. The objects of their particular regard, 

VOL. I. Y by 
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by whom they have children, we frequently faw. 
\Vhatever fuperiority they may be entitled to 
from their mental accomplifhments, we had no 
opportunity of a(certaining; but with refpect to 
their per(onal attractions, they were certainly not 
fuch as we fhould have imagined could pollibly 
have tempted Englifhmen to fo unpardonable a 
breach of their duty; nor were any of the wo
men they felected, perfons of the leaft power or 
confequence in the ifland 

The European animals and plants depoiited 
here by Captain Cook, and other navigators, with 
the hope of their future increafe, I have already 
had occafion to regret, had been almoft intirely 
deihoyed in the late conflicts of the contending 
parties. My concern at this circumftance was 
greatly augmented, not only by my having little 
in my power with which I could replace them, 
but in the confidence of their now fucceedil1g 
could I have furnifhed a fupply; as the recent 
alteration which has taken place in the govem: 
ment, afforded reafonable grounds to believe th'at; 
whatever I might have beftowed on the prefent 
occafion, would have been carefully protected. 
To the race of animals, I could add but two Cape 
geefe and a gander. We planted fome vine cut
tings that had flourifheJ extremely well on board; 
with fome orange and lemon trees; and an alfort.,. 

ment 
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merit of garden fceds; but as nature has been fo 
'Very bountiful in the variety of vegetables fhe has 
beftowed on this country, the natives feem to 
poffefs little defire for any additio):ll and, if a 
judgment is to be formed, by the deplorable fiate 
in which we found the feveral fpots where foreign 
plants and feeds had been depofited, we had little 
reafon to be fanguine in the fuccefS of oilr gar
dening. Nor do I believe fuch attempts will ever 
fucceed until fame Europeans fhall remain on 
the ifland, and, by the force of their example, 
excite In the inhabitants a defireof cultivating the 
foil by their manual labour, to which at prefent 
they are almoit ftrangcrs. 

The ava, and the cloth plant irt a fmall pro. 
portion, ate the only vegetables which the Ota
heiteans take the leafi trouble to cultivate. Some 
few indifferent {haddocks, a little tolerably good 
maize, a few pods of the capficon, and fome very 
coarfe radi{hes, were the only productions I faw 
from the various and numerous vegetable exotics, 
that, from time to time, have been introduced 
into this ifland. 

The milk of goats not having been appropri
ated to any ufe, and the animal not being fuffi
ciently fat for the tafl:e of thefe people, they have 
fallen into difrcpute, and become fcarce. I col
leCted, however, a [ufficient number to dlablith a 

Y 2 breed 
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breed of thofe animals on the Sandwich iflands .. 
in cafe 1 fhould there find them acceptable to the 
inhabitants. 

The few afrronomical and nautical obferva
tions, here made, tending only to our own ufefd 
and neceifary purpofes, will conclude our tranf
aaions at Otaheite, and are as under, viz.. 

Eighteen fets of meridian ob
fervations of the zenith diI1:ances 
of the {un find frars, gave the 
latitude of the obfervatory by 
their mean refult 17° 30' 2011' 

Its longitude, by the cl1fono
meter, allowing the Duiky bay 
rate, to the 19th of January at 
noon 20g 58 

Its longitude to the fame time,. 
allowing the Portfmouth rate 211 1 g, 

Its longitude by eighteen fets 
of difrances,. by my fextants~ of 

([ a G~, eait of her 210 31 53. 

Its true longitude, as deterrnirv-
cd by Captain Cook 210 24 15 

By our obfervations made at the obfervatory 
the iirfr day ~ viz. the 7th of January, on allow
ing the Du:l1,-y bay rate, the chronometer gave 
the longitude 20go 55' 45/1, from which day to the 

19th infrant incluIi ve, being twelve days obferva-

tlon:>· 
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tieins of equal altitudes, it was found gaining at 
the rate of 4/1 2'" per day, and fail: of mean time 
at Greenwich, on the 20th at noon, 31 1 ,12/1 46111 • 

Allowillg the chronometer this error, and the 

above rate of going fince we difcovered the ifland 
of Oparre, the difference of the longitude between 
it and point Venus, will byfuch means beSo 14' 45 11 

weft, and confequently its longitude, by that 
mode of calculating, would be ::! 15" 391 ; my ob
fervations hovvever place it in ::! J 5° 581 :20 11

; the 
mean bet,,'cen the two 215 <) :481 4011

, I fhould 

(uppoic can be liable to little, if any error; and 
as fuch I i;~~i!l dopt it for the true longitude of 

that iflaneL This is further author ired on find
ing, that by ne~,riy the i"iune number of obferva
tions, made with the [,me inftruments at point 
Venus, and the fun on the fame fide the moon 

as when the obfervations were taken off Oparre, 
r placel. that point 71 3S!1 to the eail:ward of the 

truth. 
Mr. Arnold's chronometer on board the Chat

ham, when taken to the obfervatory, was found 
to be fai1:: of mean time at Greenwich on the 

20th of January at noon 2° 101 25
11 ·Hi'''., and to 

b ., h t t' ] gil ~ ]11/ 0) ,II!I d e gall1ll1g at t e ra,e 0 oJ ~., per ay. 
The variation of the magnetic needle, with all 

our cards, and compaifes, in fifteen fets of azi

muths, varied from 7° 30' to 5° 301 eail: varia-
Y 3 tion, 
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tion, gIVIng their mean refult 6° 12', and the 
vertical inclination as under: 

Marked end, Nor.th face Eaft, 30° 15' 

ditto Weft, 
South, face Eaft, 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto ditto Weit, 

31 13 

30 43 

30 47 
The mean vertical inclination of 

the {outh point of the dipping needle 30 53 

CHAPTER 
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BOOK THE SECOND. 

VISIT THE SANDWICH ISLAXDS; PROCEED TO SUR

Yi:Y THE COAST OF NEW ALBION; PASS THHQUGH 

AN INLAND NAVIGATION; TRANSACTIONS AT 

NOOTKA; ARRIVE AT POHT ST. FltANCISCO. 

c:;HAPTER r. 

Prffage to the Sandwich !/lands-Arrive 1f 
Owhyhee-V!fit from Tianrza and other Clziifs 
-Leape Towereroo at Owhyllee-Proceed to 
Le~'1Pard-Anchor in FVll)'fcte Bay itl W?lOhoo
Arrival at Attowili. 

OUR friends having quitted us {oon after noon 

on Tuefday the 24th! we direCted our 
courfe to the northward, and notwithfranding we 
had now been nearly ten months abfent from 
England, it was not until the prefent moment 
that our voyage could be cofidered as commenc
ed; having now for the firfr time pointed our 
veifels' heads towards the grand objed of the ex
pedition. I cannot hell' mentioning that I felt. 
on this occafion, very c0n-liderable regret for the 
little progre1s we had. hitherto made. It was 
novY within a few days of the time I had calcu-

1[ 4 lated, 
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lated, agreeably to the arrangements in England, 
that we fhonld be quitting the Sandwich iflands 
which were yet at the remote dif1:ance of nearly 
eight hundred leagues. One fatisfactory reflec
tion hGwever was, that we had not been retarded 
by any l~jfpent time, or inexcufable delays; and 
that although a month had been devoted to the 
examination of the fouth weft part of New HoI
land, that period was, without doubt, not unpro
fitably employed. Adverfe winds, and the in
different failing of the veife!s had principally ope
rated to prevent our being further advanced. 

A light eaf1:wardly breeze brought us in the 
afternoon within fight of Titeroa, and at fun-fet 
that iiland bore by compafs from N. by W. to 
N. by E.; Otaheite S. E. to S.; and J'v1orea S. S.\'T. 
to S.vV. Our progrefs was fo flow that, at noon 
01;1 \'11 ednefda y the 25th, we obferved in lati
tude 1/'0 1', Morea bearing by compa{s frot\l 
~. :21 W. to S. 8 W. ; Otaheite from S. 11 E. to 
S. 41 E. and Titeroa from N. 8';; E. to N. 45 E. 
about t1Hce or four miles dif1:ant. Some of the 
inhabitants vifited us frOl;n this ifland, and brought 
a few fowls, fiih, and. cocoa nuts to barter. The 
weathsr falling calm, an,d the fhip drifting faft 
in with the land, we were employed until fun 
{et in towing her from it. At this time a light 
breeze fpringing up from the {outh the boats 
'were taken on board, and all fail made to the 

northward; 
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northward; but (0 tardily did we proceed that, 

on Friday the 27th, in the morning, Otaheite and 
:Morea were frill in -fight afrern. We continued 
moving at this gentle rate until Wednefday the 
]fr of February, at which time we had reached 
only the btitude of 13° 54!, longitude 20g" 53'. 

The wind had been variable, though chiefly from 
the eai1:ern quarter, with tolerably fair weather. 

From this period our progrefs was fomewhat ac
celerated. We were daily viii ted by numerous 

birds, which inhabit the low half drowned 
ii1ands of this ocean, varying in their kinds as 
well as numbers, until Wednefday the 8th, when, 
in latitude 4° 36', and longitude 20g" 15', they 

appeared to have intirely deferted us. During 
this Jafr week the weather had been clear, though 

very [ultry, with a moderate breeze between the 
E. N. E. and N. N. E. Th~ dead reckoning had 
hitherto varied about half a degree only to the 
wdhvard of the chronometer; but as we now 

advanced, we found a very {hong v;dl:wardly 
current, which affected us fo much, that when 
we reached the equator, which was about rlOon 
on Sunday the ] 2th, our longitude by account 
was 210° 31/, although by the chronometer we 
were then ill :207 0 38' only. Thi~ afternoon, 
Wedncillay the 15 th, a few birds were again teen 
about the: !hip; the winos'and weather conti~1Ued 
nearly the fame, attended "ith a heavy north-

warlyd 
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wardly {well, which continued to be very unplea.,. 

{ant, and generally from the N. E. After crof;. 

ung the line, the current feemed to ret to the 
north-wefrward, until in latitude 4° 54' north,'" 
longitude by the chronometer 204° 4', by the 
dead reckoning, 20g0 221

, which proved, that 

unce we had entered the northern hemifphere, 
we had been fct, in the courfe of three days, 81' 

to the wefrward, and 501 to the north. From 
this point the current ceafed to fet to the wefr
ward, but continued its northern direction, in
clining a little to the eafr, at the rate of four to 
five leagues per day. Sneral birds, which had 
been our conftant attendants unce the 12th, be
came very fcarce after this evening. The trade 
wind between N. E. and E. N. E. blew a frefh 
gale. The weather in general was cloudy, with 

{qualls, accompanied with a very heavy fea from 
the eafrward. 

The iky, on the morning of Thurfday the 
10th, being tolerably clear, I was enabled to ob
tain :fix fets of difrances of ([ a (), the mean refult 
of which gave the longitude 204° 5' 53", the 
chronometer fhewed 204° 61 15"; latitude 6° 14/. 

Very few birds were now to be feen; but in the 
morning one or two turtles were obferved. The 
wind prevailing to the northward of N. E., ren-

.. The latitude is hereafter to be confidered as north lati
tude until it ihall be otherways indicated. 

dered 
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pered our reaching the Sandwich iilands, without 
being firft led a coniiderable difrance beyond 
them, a very doubtful clrcumfrance. This in
duced me to take advantage of the current, which 
frill continued to fet to the northward; and by 
franding to the eaitward or northward as the 
wind veered, on Tburfday the 23d· we reached 
the latitude of 12° 18(, the longitude by the 
chronometer 2030 15' , and by the dead reckon
ing 20/" 421. The wind -now blew a moderate 
breeze mofrly from the eafrward; which per
mitted us to make a cour{e a little to the eaft
ward of north. 

On Sunday the 26th, the mean refult of fix 
lets of diftances (( a () gave the longitude at noon 
2030 48/, the chronometer 2030 40', by the dead 
reckoning 2080 2 3{, the latitude 15" 2.5'. 

The wind, which was light, continued be
tween the eaft and N. E. attended with a hol
low rolling fwell from the N. W. On Wed
nefday the 29th, iIi latitude] 70 22/, longitude 
,.203 0 30', after a few hours calm, towards fun
fet a breeze fprang up from the N. W. ,;Ve 
now itood to the N. N. E.; which courfe, by 
pay-light on Thurfday the lit of March, brought 
ps in fight of Owhyhee, bearing by compa{s from 
north to N. by E. about twenty-four leagues 

difrant. 
. The order for prohibiting general trade with 

the 
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the Indians was again read to the ihip's com
pany. A particular attention to {uch regulations 
with perrons circumfranced as we we were, was 
not only of material importance, but was abfo

lutely indifpenfable. 
As the day advanced, which was delightfully 

pleafant, the wind gradually veered round to, the 
north-eafrward, which enabled us ihortly after 
noon to freer for the fouth point of Owhyhee, 
then bearing by compafs N. 8 W. 14 leagues 
difrant. Our latitude WaS now 18° 0' ,longitude 
per dead reckoning 2090 33'; by" the chrono
meter 20~1° 19', which latter is to be received as 
the true longitude, notwithfranding the diffe
rcuce of 5° 1-1; for fo much had we been affected 
by wefrern or lee currents, in performing this very 
long and tedious paifage. About midnight, we 
palled to the wefrward of the fouth point of 
Owhyhee; and in the hope of procuring fome 
provifiom and refrefhmcnts, as we failed paft the 
weft (u:11i: of this ii1and we kept clofe in ihme. 

In the morning of Friday the 2d, with a light 
breeze from the land, at the difrance of about 
three miles, we {tood along ihore to the north

ward. Sevual canoes came off with a fupply of 
pigs, and ycgetab1es; amongfr the latter were 

rome very excellent water melons: the natives, 
however, demanded a very exorbitant return for 

thefe refrdhmcnts, and {eemed very indifferent 

about 
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about trading, or having any other communi
cation with us. At noon on Saturday the 3d, 
with yery pleafant weather and light breezes, 
generally from off the land, Karakakooa bore 
north about five miles diftant; and we had now 
the fatisfac1ion of finding our chronometer, al
lowing the Otaheitean rate, to agree within a 
few feconds of its longitude as fettled by Captain 
Cook. The Portfmouth rate made it 10 18' to 
the eafrward. On board the Chatham, Mr. 
Arnold's chronometer erred 24' to the wefrward, 
according to its rate of going as fettled at Ota
heite. 

The freep piecipice which forms the north 
fide of Karakakooa bay, renders it too remarkable 
to be eafily mifraken, efpecially as the interior 
country rifes thence more abruptly than from the 
coafr to the north or fouth of the bay; which, 
although prefenting both wood-land and culti
vated country above the barren rocky ihores 
where the habitations of the natives are chiefly 
fituated, is, neverthelefs, in a. great degree defri
tute of that diverfity of profpeCl: which might 
have been expected here, and which is alfo the 
general character of all this fide of the iiland. 

Several canoes having frood to fea after us in 
the morning, we now brought to, for the purpofe 
of trading with them; and were foon honored 
with a vifit from Tianna, the perum mentioned 

111 
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in Mr. Mea'res's voyage. He was received in it 

manner agreeable to the difrlnguiJhed chania:~r 

he had been reprcfentcd to fupport, and which, 
from his grateful inquiries after his patron, he ap
peared to deferve. This complimentary coriver
fation he icemed defJrous of fpeedily putting an 
end to, being very <1nxious to acquaint us that, 
fince his return from China, he had refided on 
this ifland, where many fevere conflicts had taketi 
place; in which he had take~ part \yith Tamaalz

maah, againfr Teamawheere, who, it feemed, had; 
fince the death of Tereeoboo, ihared the govern
ment with Tamaahmaah. In one of thefe bat
"tIes TianlUl having fllOt Teammdleere, acomp1cte 
victory was gained, and thefe two chiefs agreed 
to divide the ifland between them. Tamaahmaa1i 

becoming the fovercign over the three northern, 
and Tia7i1La of the three fouthern difrricts. 

U underfianding that I purpofed going direCUy 
to the Leeward iflands, Tianna requefred he 
might be permitted to accompany us, and, with 
his wives and retinue, to fleep on board; with 
which rcquefr I thought proper to comply. From 
the character given of this chief,* I was not a: 
little furprized to find him totally ignorant of 
our language, and unable to pronounce a fingle 
word articulately; but by our knowledge of his 
{peech we {oon underfrood, that, finee the pre": 

Meares's Voyage; 
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ceding autumn, not any veiltJ had arri\'en; that. 
about that time three or four American brigs; 
and one, in which was Mr. Colnett, belonging to 

Macao, had viii ted the iflands; and, that it was 
not poffible for any vdfels to touch at the other 
iilands, without himfdf and the people of Owhy
hee being informed of their arrival. This inte1-

"ligence made me defpair of meeting the frore

ihip, and the hope which I had fo long indulged, 
as a compenfation for the tardy progrefs which 

circumfrances had hitherto compelled us to make, 
now feemed intirely to vaniih. 

Tianna viewed every tranfacrion on board with 
attentive admiration, whilfr our numbers feemed 
to create in his mind a degree of furprize he was 

unable to fubdue. In the courfe of the evening 
he held frequent converfations with Towercr'ri, 
and during the night he was feveral times on 

deck, endeavouring to afcertain the number of 
men on duty in the different parts of the 1hip. 

The retinue of Tia71Ul1 on this occaaon was to 

coniifr of a coniiderable number; part vvere to 

attend him on board the Dilcovery, and the re
mainder was to proceed in the Chatham. His 
reiidence was a little to the north of Karakakooa; 
and as it was propu[ed h.is fuite {houJd be taken 

on board the next afternoon, \\- e kept off that tta

tion. A mefienger, apparently of fome confe

quence, was difpatched to the fhore with direc-
tions 
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tions far this purpafe the preceding evening; in 
the forenoon of Sunday the 4th, however, fevetal 
confultations took place with thofe about him, 
which finally ended in his declining to accom
pany us to Attowai. The converfation he had 
held" with Towercroo had induced him to believe 
that the fen"ices of this lad might be- of great im
portance to him; and as he promifed Towerero() 

a very handfome eftablifhment of houfe, land, 
and other advantages, I thought it advifeable to 
fix him with Tiamza for the prefent, ·that, on my 
return in the winter, I might be enabled to form 
fome judgment of his treatment. Morotoi, the 
native illand of To~,'jcreroo, was in a ftate of great 
confuiion, in confequence of its being the general 
rendezvous of Titeere and Taio, the fovereigns of 
Woahoo and Attowai, who were then meditating 
a war againft this illand. This was an additional 

reafon for confenting to the arrangement. To
'U'crcroo, though exceedingly anxious to accept 
Tianlla's offer, feerned to er;tertain great doubts 
as to the future fafety of himfelf and his property; 
to the laft moment he had his choice of remain

ing on board, or departing with Tianlla; and, 

notwitbftanding he did not hditate to prefer the 

latter, yet he earnefdy requefted the few clothes 
he had left, and the articles I had given him, 

{ince cur leaving Otaheite, might be taken care 
of on board, until our return; and he would 

take 
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take with him a very {mall aifortment of the dif
ferent articles of traffic only, to 1L1pply his prefent 
neceffities. 

As Tianl1a had {everal goats, I did not prefcnt 
him with any of thefe animals, l,ut made him 

very happy by giving him fome ,j:lL .and oran~e 
plants, rome almonds, and an aifortment of 
garden feeds, to all of v,hich he promifed the 

moft particular care and attention. After re'

ceiving {orne acceptable valuables in return for 
ten {mall hogs, he took his leave of us with To

wereroo about five in the afternoon; and thuugh 
he affeCted to be pretty well fatisfied with his re
ception, and flattered with being faluted with 
four guns on his d,eparture, yet it was very evident 
he was extremely difappointed arid chagrined in 
not having been able to procure any fire arms or 
ammunition; which were anxiouily folicited, not 

only by himfelf but by all his countrymen, and. 

by us as uniformly refufed. 
To the care of TO'Lvereroo I intrufred a letter, 

addrdfed to the officer commanding the veifel 

charged with ftores and provifiol1S for our {ervice, 
acquainting him with our departure fro-mOwhy

hee, and of my intention to call at the Leeward 

illands to recruit our water, after which, "ve 

ihould proceed immediately to the coal1 of Ame
l"ica: and I direCted him to follow us thither 

without lors of time, agreeably to tht. arrange~ 

VOL. I Z . mcnt ... 



354 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [MARCH, 

ments I had previoufly made with the Secretary 
of State's office. 

As we fiood along fhore with a light breeze, 
we were in the evening greatly furprized on being 
hailed from a large canoe, which was meeting us, 
in broken Englifh, demanding who we were, 
and to what country we belonged, and very ci
villy requefiing to be admitted on board. This 
being granted, the fpeaker proved to be a young 
man named Tarehooa, a native of Attowai, who 
had accompanied a Mr. John Ingram command
ing an American {hip ladep with furs, from North 
Wefi America, bound to Bofion in New Eng
land by the way of China. Tarchooa had been 
with Mr. Ingram in North America about feven 
months, and had returned in a i brig with him 
{orne months before. 

His prefent mafier, he informed me, was a 
chief named Kalzowmotoo, of great importapce, 
apd pearly equal in confequepce with Tianna; 
and who like him had been very infirumental in 
gaining for Tamaahmaah the fovereignty of the 
whole Wand. We were infiantly made known to 
this chief, who prefented me with a letter written 
in Spanifh, dated" Sloop Princefs Royal, Marc~ 
28, 1791 .... (probably the fame veifel that was 
captured at Nooth) attended by an Engliih tranf ... 
lation of the fame date, and both figned "Ema-' 
nuel Kimper r" recommending in the 'ftrongeft 

terms 
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terms Tamaahmaah, Tianlla, and this chief Ka
llOwmotoo, for their having, on all ocafions, !hewn 
Mr. Kimper and his people every mark of friendly 
attention and hofpitality. KallOwmotoo prefented 
me with three fine hop, for which in return he 
received ample compenfation; but, like Tianna, 
"vas much mortified that it had not been made 
in arms or ammumtlOn. He requefred to fleep 
on board, and that his canoe might be taken in 
tow, in both of which he was indulged. Much 
converfation took place in the evening. He con
firmed the account given by Tianl1a of the non
arrival of any veifels for fome months pafr, and 
the wars which had taken place; but it was ex
ceffively difficult to reconcile thefrory he told of 
Tianna, with that which Tianna had related of 
himfelf. Tia1tna's atchievements he readily ad
mitted, and candidly allowed him great merit for 
his military exploits; but denied his having equal 
power with Tamaahmaalz; faying, there was but 
one aree de hoi over all Owhyhee, and he was Ta
maahmaah; and that if Tiarma was an aree de ltOi, 
fo alfo mufr he be, and other chiefs of equal con
fequence with Tianna and himfelf. 

This infrance will ferve to illufrrate how very 
difficult it is, according to "our comprehenfion of 
their language, to obtain matter of taa from 
thefe people; and that nothing ilJOrt of indefa
t~gable labour can obtain the truth, and corrett 

Z 2 information, 
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information, from man in fo early a ftate of civi

lization. 
The next ·morning we were abreaft of the 

fouth point of Toca-yah-ha bay, near which is 
KallOwmotoo's refidence. It was a great pleafure 
to obferve the avidity with which all the chiefs 
who had vHited the fbip fought after the vege
table productions we had brought; which, if at
tended to, will in future add to their prefent 
abundant production. Kahowmotoo was very 
anxious to obtain every acquiiition of this fort, 
and was made very happy by receiving {orne fine 
orange plants, and a packet of different garden 
feeds; and likewife a goat and kid. With thefe 
valuables he appeared to be highly delighted, and 
promifed to give them his greateft care and at
tention. 

Tareehooa, who preferred the name of Jack, 
had been with Mr. Ingram in the capacity of a 
iervant; but was now promoted to the office of 
interpreter in the fervice of this chief, which he 
by no means badly executed. Jack was extremely 
{olicitous to remain on board, and to accompany 

. us on our voyage. As he appeared to be a very 
fhrcwd active fellow, and there was a probabi
lity of his being made ufeful, I accepted of his 
fervices on Monday the 5th, to which the chief 
confented, though with a mixture of regret, and 
a friendly regard for Jack's future advantage and 

{ucccfs. 
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{uccefs. After being (aluted with four guns, a 
compliment which Tianna had received, and 
taking a very affectionate leave of his interpreter, 
Kaho'W1lloto() departed with the mofr friendly af
{urance, that whenever we 1bould think proper 
to vifit his difrrict, we fhould be abundantly [up
plied with refrefhments. 

A light breeze, chiefly from the fouth, advanc
ed us flowly towards the north point of Owhy
hee, until the trade wind at E. N. E. no longer 
intercepted by the high mountains which com
pare the ifland, met us; when we direC1:ed our 
courfe towards W oahoo. Early in the morning 
of Tuerday the 6th, being well i~ with the ifiand 
of Tahoorowa, the Chatham's fignal was made 
to denote our iituation in bearing up along the 
{outh iide of that ifland; but as neither this nor 
fame previous iignals had been acknowledged, I 
concluded the Chatham had remained becalmed 
under the high land of Owhyhee; whilft we had 
benefited by a very fine gale, owing to our being 
a little further advanced; and Woahoo being 
our next appointed rendezvous, a long feparation 
could not be apprehended. The trade wind blew 
frrong from the N. E. until we were under the 
lee of Ranai, when light and variable winds [uc. 
ceeded. At noon Tahoorowa by compafs bore 
S. 88 E.; the S. W. part of Mowee N. 79 E.. 
the eaft part of Ranai N. 60 E.; fouth point: 

Z3 N. :~\\ 
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N. ~O E.; north weR point N. 18 W.; and the 
weilern part of Morotoi indiRillCl:ly feen, bore 
N. N. W. In this fituation the latitude was ob
ferved to be 20° 41', longitude by the chrono
nometer 203' 2'. ··The fouth point of Rana~ 
being the neareR land, was about four miles dif
tant, and was placed by our obfervations I' fouth~ 
and 5 f to the weR of the :fituation affigned to it 
by Captain King, In the afternoon fome few of 
the natives vifited us from Ranai, merely, I be
lieve, to fatisfy their curiu:fity, as they brought 
with them fcarcely any thing for barter. Indeed~ 
the dreary and defolate appearanc~ of their ifland~ 
feemed a fufficicnt ;l2ulogy for their ~oming 

empty handed. The apparent Rerility of the 
country, and a few fcattered miferable habita
tions 'I' ;,;.1; ,"c were able with ou):' glailes to dif
CCid, indicated the part of it now pre{ented to 
our view to be very thinly inhabited, and inca
pable of affording any of its produCtions to Rran
gers. During the afternoon we proceeded to the 
north along the weft :fide of Ranai; and, toward~ 
fun-ret again met the trade wind, which about 
midnight brought us in fight pf Woahoo, bearing 
by compafs weR:fix or {even miles difrant. We 
plied until day light ofvVednefday the ith, when 
~vc directed our courfe along the fouth :fide of 
that ifland, whofe eaftern fuores bear a iimilar 
deiolate appearance to thofe of Ranai, and arc 

principally 
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principally compc:>fed of barren rocks and high 
precipices, which fall perpendicularly into the 
{ea. We did not pafs at a greater difrance than 
a league. yet verdure or cultivation was not any 
where to be feen. Fwm its eaft point the north 
eaft fide of Woahoo takes a direction N. 35 W. 
off which are fcattexed fome detached illets and 
rocks; the northernmoft of thefe which we raw, 
is a"low flat rock, lying from the eaft point N. 22 

W. three or four leagues diftant; and near the 
:fuore was a hill whofe fummit bears the appear
ance of a volcanic crater. The land to the north 
of the eaft point feemed much indented, but 
whether capable of affording any fhelter or not, 
we were too far off to difcern. On the fouth 
eaft part of this iil:md are two remarkable pro· 
montories, which lie from each other S. 81 W. 
and N. 81 E. about feven miles afunder; the firft 
()f eafternmoft of thefe is formed of barren rocky 
cliffs, riung fo fuddenly from the fea, that to all 
,appearance vdrels might brufhAheir fides in pair
ing them; whence the land falls a little back, 
and forms a fhallow bay in a northern direction, 
where the different colours in the water indicated 
a rocky bottom; on the beach the {urf broke very 
violently, behind wh,ich a lagoon extended [orne 
diftance to the northward. Should the bottom 
be found good, vetfels might ride in this bay to
Jcrab1y well protected againft the general trade 

Z 4 wind; 
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wind; but as ov V).'c of rendezvous was round 
the Jecond prOmOll( J\';, we did not examine it in 
a ill.)re particular manner. Continuing our courfe 
about nine we hanled round the reef which lies 
ah .. l1t a (F,ci~Ler of a miie from that point, and 
1 loundings from 32 to 10 fathoms; in which 
latter depth of water we anchored about ten 
o'clock, the bottom fand and pieces of fmall 
coral This promontory, which is the fouth 
Foint of the ifland, has alfo on its top the appear
ance of a crater, formed by volcanic eruptions; 
this) 'l[C bJ compafs N. 82 E.; the outward part 
of the reef S. 81 E.; the weJ1:ernmofr part of the 
Jil.1J in fight N. 82 W. a break in the reef, which 
extends at irregular difiances along the fuore, 
N. 20 \V.; a low fandy pOInt, near the weJ1:end 
of a large Indian village N. 7 W.; and the middle 
n; tl'c village l where, the natives informed us, 
we ":;:,ht land in perfect fafety with our boats) 
N. N. E. about two miles diJ1:ant. We exatnined 
a confiderable fpace around the fuip, and fO!1nd 
in 1hore the fame defcription of bottom, though 

the coral which principally compofed it was of 

fo foft a nature, as to caufe little apprehenfion 

for the fafety of our cables. The depth of water 
within us gradually decreafed to iix fathoms, and 
without, to the diJ1:ance of nearly a mile, as gra
dually increafed to 25 and 30 fathoms, where the 
bottom wa~ found to be a £ne grey fand. 

As 
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.. As our quarter deck required caulking, the 
carpenters were immediately employed on this 
bufinefs.. Some few ·of the natives vifited us 
from the fuare, who brought in their canoes a 

very {paring fupply of refrefhments, amongfr 
which, the muik. and water melons made no in
confiderable part, and were very excellent of their 
kinds. The iituation occupied by us in this bay, 
which the natives call Whyteete, feemed nearly 
as eligible as mofr of the anchoring places thefe 
ifiands are generally found to afford. The inha
bitants were exceffively orderly and docile, al
though there was not a chief or any perfon of 
difiin8:ion amollgfi them to enforce their good 
behaviour; neither man nor woman attempted 
to come on board, without iirfi obtaining .pcr
miffion; and when this was refufed, they re
mained perfectly quiet in their canoes alongfide. 

The. illform;1tioll obtained at Owhyhee, that 
Titeen: and Taia, with mofiof the principal 
chiefs and warriors of this ifiand, and thofe to lee
ward, were on a hofiile expedition at Morotoi 
and MQwee, was here confirmed; but differed as 
to the immediate cau(e of their abfence, which 
was now reprcfented to be for the purpofe of re
pelling an invaGon likely to take place from 
O,whybee, Py Ta7llaclzmaclt, KolLOwi7latoo, and 
Tiannia. This, in a great mcafure, feemed to 
#ccount for the [mall number of inhabitants who 

vifited 
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l1ifited 11S, the wretched condition of thcir ca

noes, and the fcanty fupply of their country's 

produc.e which they brought to market. On the 
;thorcs, the villages appeared numerous, large, 
.and iQ good repair; and the {urrounding country 
pleaupgly interfperfed with deep, though not ex
tcnfive valleys; which, with the plains near tlte 
i'Ca-fide, prefented a high degree of cultivation 
and ferdl;'ty~ The flpparent docility of th'e(e 
people, who Qave qeen reprdented by former vi:' 

fitors as the moft daring and unmanageable of 
any who belong tq the Sandwich iiIands, might 
probably, be attributed in a" great meafure to the 
abfence of their figqting men, and to our mani
{eft fuperiority in numbers, regularity in point of 
order, and military government; which feemed 
to make a wonderful impreffiQn on aU who were 
permitted to come on board, and who, to a man, 
appeared very much afraid of fire-arms~ This 
was evinced, on our mounting guard to poft the 
ccntincls round the ihip. On this occation trey 
all hal1:ily paddled tuwards the iI1ore, and it wa~ 
not "vithout much perfuation that they Were in~ 
duced to return. 

It appeared very fing1l1ar, that the war of which 

we had hearcl fo much, was not yet begun; an4 
Kaizawmotoo, who had frequently mentioned the 
fubject, {aid they were not to begin the combat 
until after the expiration of· fifteen months. If 

, this 
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this information be corred, defigns fo long pr.e:

meditated, or preparations delayed fo long from 
peing carried into execution, were hard to ac
~ount for. Taio and Titecre had now been {e
yeral months from their refpedive goyernments. 

Our new fhip-mate Jack became very ufeful; 
he took upon him to reprefent us in the moil: 
formidable point of vicw to all his countrymen; 
~agnifying our. pow~rs; and augmenting our 
pumbers, and proclaiming that we were not tra
pers, fuch as they had been accufromed to fee; 
but that we were belonging to King George, and 
were all mighty warriors. This being his confrant 
difcourfe, it is not to be wondered that his coun
trymen became much intimidated; and as this 
could be produdive of no ill confequences, we 
permitted Jack to proceed in his encomiums, 
and unanimoufly agreed it would not be his fault 
jf we were not if!. high repute amongfr the iflan
pers. 

After caulking the decks T purpofed to execute 
(uch trivial repairs, at this place, as might be 
found nec~{fary to the rigging, &c. &c. provided 
that wat~r, for which I was alone folicitous, 
~ould be procured; as the abundant and excel
lent rcfrcfhments we had obtained at Otaheite, 
and the high fiate of health which we had en
joyed fince our leaying Duiky bay, rendered fup
, plies 
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plies of :lny other nature a {econdary confid-era

tion. 
<, 

For this purpo{e, attended by two armed boats, 
and a guard l,f ieven marines, I landed, accom

p:mied ()y Mr. Mudge, Mr. Whidbey, and Mr. 
]I,1C'!ZlCS. Our boats remained perfectly quiet on 

the bt:ach, havin,,: paKed to the fuore between 

fame rocks, wlu-:h completely protected it from 
the {l}rf. The natives, who were prefent, received 

us in a very orderly manner. Two bufrling men 
with large fricks, kept the few ipectators at a re
{peaful difrance: to thefe I made fame prefents; 

and, on inquiring for water, they directed us to 

fame fragnant brackifh ponds near the beach. 

This being rejected, we were given to underfrand 

that good water was to ~e had in abundance at 
fome diitance, to whic!J. they readily undertook 

to conduct us: and as they all appeared friendly 

and pacific, the boats were left in charge of Mr. 

Swaine and Mr. Manby; and we proceeded, with 
our gu:!rd, in {earch of the promjfed [upply. Our 

f,uides led us to the northward through the vil-

'lage, to an exceedingly well-made cau{eway, 

about twel\e feet broad, with a ditch on eacl} 
:!ide. 

This opened to our view a fpacious plain, 

which, in the immediate vicinity of the village, 

had the appearance of the open common fields in 
England; 



179'2.] ROUND THE WOULt>. 365 

Eng1and; but, on advancing, the major part ap
peared divided into fields of irregular [hape and 
figure, which were feparated from each other by 
low {tone wans, and were in a very high {bte df 
cultivation. Thefe {everal portions of land were 

planted with the eddo or taro root, iii different 

ftages of inundation; none being perfeCtly dry" 
and fome from three to fix or feven inches underr 

water. The cauieway led Us near a mile from. 
the beach, at the end of which was the water we 
were in queft of. It" as a rivulet five or fix feel: 
wide, and about two or three feet deep, wen 
banked up, and nearly motionlefs; fome [ou'll 
rills only, finding a patTage through the darns 

that checked the fluggifh ftream, by which a 

-conftant [~PP1Y was afforded to tIle taro planta
tions. The water was excellent, but the road 

was too rough and hard [or rolling our caik.s 
fuch a difrance, without expofing them to great 

damage. This induced me to make our guides 
ul).deri1:and, that, if the inhabitants would col

lea, and carry this water on board in gourds, 
they fhould be well rewarded for their trouble. 
The offer was inftantly communicated to their 
neighbours about us, who immediately replied, 
we fuould have an ample fupply the next day . 
.At the termination of the cau{eway, the paths of 

communication with the different fields or plan

tations were on thde narrow ftone walls; ve.ry 
rugged, 
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rugged, and where one perf on only could pafs at 
a time. The gentlenefs and civility of the na
tives tempted us to extend our walk through the 
plantations, which we found very pleafai1t; A 
nne refrefhing breeze prevailed, and the Indians 
kept at a fu:ff1cient difrance to prevent their 
company being incommodious. In this excur
fion we found the land in a high ftate of culti
vation, I~lOfrly under immediate crops of taro; 

and abounding with a variety of wild fowl, chiefly 
of the duck ~ind, fome of which our fportfmen 
iliot; and they were very fine eating. The fides 
of the hills, which were at fome difrance, fermed 
rocky and barren; the intermediate vallies, which 
were all inhabited, produced fome large trees, 
and made a pleafing appearance. The plains, 
however, if we may judge from the labour be
:flowed on their cultivation, {cern to afford the 
principal proportion of the different vegetable 
produC!tions on which the inhabitants depend for 
their fubfifrence. The foil, though tolerably rich, 
and producing rather a luxuriant abundance, dif
fers very materially from that of Matavai, or the 
other parts of Otaheite. At Woahoo, Nature 
feems C.illy to have acted a common part in her 
difpenfations of vegetable food for the fervice of 
man; and to have aImoR confined them to the 
taro plant, the raifing of which is attended with 
much care, ingenuity; and manual labour. In 

the 
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the feveral parts of its culture, the inhabit:mts, 

whether planting, weedmg, or gathering, mufr, 
during the whole of thefe operations, be up to 
rheir middle in mud, and expofed to the rays of "
vertical {un: wh~reas, on the plains of Otaheite. 
the furface teems, as it were, jiJnn'~aneoujly with. 

th~mofr abundant produce of efculent vegeta
bles; without the help of induftry to [ow, plaat, 
or rear them, or the affifrance of the aqueduc1s 
which thefe people conihuct with great labour 
and ingenuity to infure them a crop. There, the 
continued groves of the lofty and umbrageous 
bread fruit, apple, palm, and other trees, atlord a 
delightful cool retreat to thofe favored iilanders; 
here the inhabitants know not the luxury of foc:h 
retirement. Nor did it appear in the vegetable 
kingdom alone that Nature here had been lei~ 

favorable; the human fpecies, tbough \vithout 
doubt originally of the fame nation, differ excd
lively; and it would [eem tb:lt the comparative 

benevolence of the Otaheiteans and thefe people 
was abou,t equal to the natural fertility of the foil 

on which they refpeCtively lived. It may how
ever appear rather uncharitable to form any de

cided opinion on fo ihort an acquaintance; yet 
nrft impreffions will ever have their influence 01'1 

vifiting different countries under circumtlances 

fimilar, or nearly fo. On {uch occafions it is 
fcarcely pomble to ayoid compar):(l110. in >vhich 

Cine 
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one rnldl necdfarily [uffer. On our landing at 
Otaheite, the eftufions of friendfhip and ho[pita~ 
tality were evident in the countenances of every 
one \\,:- met. Each endeavoured to anticipate 
our wants or our wifhes by the mo11 fa[cinating 
attention, and by feduloufly 11riving to be fir11 in 
performing any little [ervice We required; invit.;. 
ing us to take refrefhments at every houfe ~'e ap
proached, and manifefring a degree of krndnefs 
that would jufrly be extolled among11 the moB: 
polifhed nations. At vVoahoo we were regarded 
with an unwelcome aufrerity; and our want5 
treated by the generality with a negligent indif
ference. In the cour[e 0\ our walk they exhi
bited no affiduity to plea{e, nor did they appear 
apprehenfive le11 offence fl10uld be given; no re.;. 
frefhments were offered, nor had we invitation 
to any of their houfes. Their general behaviour 
was difrantly civil, apparently directed by a defire 
to efrablifh a peaceable intercourfe with 11ran
gers, from whom there was a prof"pe8: of deriving 
many valuable acquifitions, which would be un'" 
attainable by any other mode of conduct j as they 
mufr have been convinced immediately on our 
landing, that we were too powerful to be con
quered, and too mnch upon our guard to fuffer 
the leafr indignity by furprize. I mufr, however, 
do juitice to the hofpitality of our two' guides, 
who on our reaching the fuore took upon them· 

3 tbe 



,] 79'2.J ROUND THE WORLD. 

the office of conftables; and who had ill[o each 

caufed a hog and a quantity of vegetables to be 
prepared for our entertainment. On our return 
this repaft was ready, and we were much intreat
ed by them to partake of it; but as it was now 
paft fun fet, we were under the neceffity of de

clining their civility; on which they very oblig
ingly put our intended fupper into the boats. I 

prefented each of our guides with an acceptable 
acknowledgment, and earneftly renewing my 
requeft of a fupply from the brook, which they 
promifed fhould be com.plied with the next day, 
we returned on board. 

Towards midnight the Chatham arrived, and 
anchored a little to the weitward of the Difco
very. I foon learned from Mr. Broughton that 
as I had fufpeCted, his veffel had been becalmed 

the evening we parted until near one the next 
morning, when they ftood towards Mowee ; but 

on his not being able to fee the Difcovery at day 
light,'heifteered to the north-weft along the 
fouthern'iide,of that iiland, and found an eligible 

anchoring place offits weftern part, with found

ings regular and good; and as the natives brought 

off a confiderable quantity of water, he had great 

teafonto believe that article could there be rea

dily procured. 
The fewna:tives in our immediate neighbour

hood, though they conduCted themfe1"res in a 

"VOL. T. A a ycry 
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very civil and fubmiffive manner, yet brought us 
fo little water in the courfe of the next day, 
Tuefday the 8th, that I was induced to give up 
the idea of obtaining ; fupply by their means. 
and to proceed immediately to Attowai; where I 
was aifured we fbould have that necdfary artid~ 
completely within our own reach and power. 
After employing the forenoon in fetting up our 
rigging, and in other ufeful occupations, w<; 
weighed anchor, and freered to the wefrward. 

Anxious to communicate the intelligence of 
our progrefs to the officer commanding the frore-
fbip, (this being one of the appointed rendezvous) 
I entrufred a letter to one of the natives, a very 
active fenfihle fellow, who promifed to take great 
care of it, and to deliver it on the vdrel's anivai 
in this bay; and for the faithful difcharge of this 
truil:, he was aifured of receiving a very hand
fome prefent, to which I promifed him an addi
tion on my return. 

Whyteete bay is formed, by the land falling a. 
little back round the fouth point of Woahoo; 
and althotigh open above half the compafs in the 
fou~hern quarters, it is unquefrionably the moft 
eligible anchoring place in the ifland. We found 
the latitude of the fbip's fiation by four goo4 
meridional altitudes to be 21 0 16', 47//; its longi
tude by the chronometer 202 0 Of 37'1; and th; 
TariatiQu of the compaf~ to be 7° 50' eafrwardly. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Arnold's chronometer on board the Chatham 
gave the longitude 201 0 45' 30", allowing the 
rate as fettled at Otaheite; our chronometer by 
the Port{mol1th rate, fhewed the longitude to be 
203

0 20' 50"; but 202 0 g' 3;" is to be received all 

its true longitude. 
'I 

A fine breeze between five and iix brought us 
round the fouth-weft part ofWoahoo, which 
lies from the fouth point N. 82 W- five leagues 
diftant. This point is low Hat land, with a reef 
-round it, extending about a quarter of a mile 
from the fuore. The reef and low land continu~ 
fome di:!1:ance to the eafrward towards Whyteete 
bay, and form, between the fouth and fouth-weil: 
points, a large open fuallow bay, with high ra~a 
.rifing very irregularly at {orne difiance from the 
beach; which, towards the fauth-weft point, 
iippeared to be broken in two places, and to form 
lagoons that feemed capable of receiving boats 
~nd fmall craft. One of the natives, who wa3 
Iilccompanying us to Attowai, informed me, that 
~ll alon.g the fuore off thefe openings the bottom 
'was rocky, and would cut our cables. This, with 
fome other circumftances, induced me to believe, 
!hat there was not any where in this fpacious bay 
fuch good anchorage as at our laft ftation. 
. At eight in the evening, the weft point of 

Woahoo bore N. f E. three leagues diftant. Th~ 
~hatham being under the land becalmed, we 

Aa2 {oon 
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foon loil fight of her. We continued our courfe 
ugder all .tail, and to Qur. great furprize came 
\v'ithin fight pf Attowai, by half pail four the 
nr;xt morning. Friday the 9th. The eail: end, 
bY.compafs1 bore N. by W at a trifling diil:ance, 
having gained almoR fix leagues in the night's 
run from land to land, more than the log afcer
tained; which I concluded muil: have been ef
fected by a very ilrong north-weil: current. 

A,t day-break, we bore away along the fouth 
fide of Attowai for Whymea bay, where about 
!line o'clock we anchored, and moored a cable 
each way; the depth of water was 24 fathoms, 
with a bottom of dark grey {and and mud. The 
eail: point of the bay bearing, by compafs, S.67E. 
the weil: point N. 70 W.; and the river N. 31 E, 

about two miles diil:ant. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER II; 

TrmyaClions at Attowai-Tlze PrInce anj Regent 
vjJit the Ships-FidelifJI of the Ncitiv~~-Ob.fer~ 
vati(jns on tlte Change in the Jeveral Go~ermnents' 
of the Sandwich [Jlands~Commercial J?mfuits 
of the Americans. 

By the time we had anchored, {everal of the 
nativ~s vifited us in the fame fubmiilive and 

orderly manner as at Woahoo, and appeared bet
ter provided. Towards noon of Friday the gth, 
the Chatham arrived; but the wind fhifting 
about prevented her coming to anchor until {un- ' 
fet, when fhe moored a little to the weftwaid of 
the ftation we had taken. 

Our boats, guard, &c. being in readinefs, about 
one o'clock we proceeded to the fhore.Mr. 
j.\1enzies accompanied me in the yawl, aild Mr. 
i'uget foHowed with the cutter and launch. The 
furf was not {o high a;> to prevent our, landing 
with eafe and fafety; and we were receIved by 
the few natives prefent, with nearly the {arne 

fort ofdiftant civility which we experienced at 
Woahoo. 

A mal}; named Rc110od, immediatelyundet-
A a ~ took 
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took to pre[erve good order, and underfranding 
we purpofed to remain fome days, caufed two 
exceJlent houfes to be tabooed for our fervice; onC 
for the officers, the other for the working people, 
and for the guard, confifting of a ferjeant and fix 
marines. Stakes were driven into the ground 
from the river to the houfes, and thence acrofs 
the beach, giving us an allotment of as much 
{pace as we could poffibly have occafion for; 
within which few encroachments were attempt~ 
ed. This bufinefs was executed by two men, 
whofe authority the people prefent feemed to 
acknowledge and refpea, although they did not 
appear to us to be chiefs of any particular confe
quence. I made them {orne very acceptable pre
fents ; and a trade for provifions and fuel was foon 
efrabliihed. Certain of the natives, who had 
permiffion to come within our lines, were em
ployed in filling and rolling our water-caiks to 
and from the boats; for which {ervice they 
teemed highly gratified by the reward of a few 
beads or fmall nails. 

Having no reafon to be apprehenfive of any 
interruption to the harmony and good under
ftanding that feerped to exifr, and the afternoon 
being invitingly pleafant, with Mr. Menzies, our 
new filip-mate Jack, and Rehooa. I proceeded 
along the river-fide and found the low country 
which ftretches from the fOot of the mountains 

towards 
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towards the fea, occupied principally with the 
taro plant, cultivated much in the fame manner 
as at W oahoo; interfperfed with a few fugar 
canes of luxuriant growth, and fome f weet pota
toes. The latter are planted on dry ground, the 
former on the borders and partitions of the taro 
grounds, which here, as well as at W oahoo, 
would be infinitely more commodious were they 
a little broader, being at prefcnt fcarcely of {uffi
cient width to walk 'upon. This inconvenience 
may pollibly arife from a principle of reconomy, 
and the fcarcity of naturally good land. The 
fides of the hills extending from thefe plantations
to the commencement of the foreft, a {pace com
prehending at leaft one half of the ifland, appear
ed to produce nothing but a coarfe fpiry grafs 
from an argillaceous foil, which had the appear
ance of having undergone the action of fire, and 
much refembled that called the red dirt in Ja
maica, and there confidered little better than a 
caput mortuum. Moft of the cultivated lands 
being confiderably above the level of the river, 
made it very difficult to account for their being 
fo uniformly well watered. The fides of the 
hills afforded no running ftreams; and admitting 
there had been a collection of water on their 
tops, they were all [0 extremely perforated, thatl 
there was little chance of water finding any 

A a 4 paifa&e 
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paifage to the taro plantations. Thefe perfora
tions, which were numerous, were vifible at the 
termination of the mountains, in perpendicular 
cliffs abruptlydefcending to the cultivated hnd; 
and had the appearance of being the effe¢l:: of 
volcanic eruptions, though I fhould :Cuppore of 
very ancient date. As we proceeded, 04r' atten
tion was arrefred by an object that greatly excited 
our admiration, and ,at once put an end to all 
conjecture on the means to which the »atives 
re{orted for the watering of their plantations. A. 
lofty perpendicular cliff now prefented it{elf, 
which, by rifing immediately from the river, 
would effectually have fropped our further pro., 
grefs into the country, had it not been for an ex
ceedingly well confrrucred wall of frones and clay 
<ibout twenty-four feet high, raifed from the bot
tom by the fide of the cliff, which not only 
ferved as a pars into the country, but alfo as an 
aqueduCl:, to convey the water brought thither 
by great labour from a confiderable difrance; the 
pla~e wher.e the riv~r defcends from the moun
tains affording the planters an abundant :fheam, 
for the purpofe to which it is {o advantageoufly 
applied. :; This wall, which ~id no Iefs credit to 
the mind .of the projector than, to the frill of the 
builder, terminated the extent of our walk; froJ;ll 
whence we ~eturned through the plantations, 

whofe 
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whofe highly improved fi:ate impreifed us with 
a very favorable opinion of the indufi:ry and in~ 
genuity of the inhabitants. 

On our arival at the beach, I had the comfort 
of finding all things in perfeCl:ly good order. As 

the trading and working party were extremely 
well lodged, it was reafonable to believe that our 
bufinefs would not only be much facilitated, but 

that a more plentiful fupply of refreihments 
would, probably, be procured, by allowing them 
to remain on {hore. This induced me to leave 

Mr. Puget in charge of the party, and I returned 
on board perfectly fatisfied with the fafety of 
their iituation. 

Like our treatment at W oahoo, our reception 
here was not of that hearty, friendly nature, I 
had been accufi:omed to experience from our 
{outhern friends. The eagerne:tS, nay even avi

dity, with which the men here affifi:ed in the 
profi:itution of the women; and the readinefs of 

the whole {ex, without any exception, to furren

der their perfons without the leafr importunity, 
could not fail, at the moment, to incur our cen
{ure and di:l1ike; and, on reflection, our difgufi: 
and averflon. I have read much, and feen {ome

thing in my {everal vifits to this ocean, of the 
obfcenity attributed to the inhabitants of Ota~ 

heite and the Society Wands; but no indecency 

~hat ever came under luy,obfervation, could be 
compared 
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compared with the exceflhe wantol1nefs prefent
ed in this excurtion. Had this In-ity, now fo 
otfenfivdy confpicuous, been exhih.ited in my 
former "ifits to thefe illands, its impreffiol'ls could 

not have bem effaced, and it muft have been re
coHecred at this time with all the abhorrence 
wh;ch it would at firft have naturally created; 
but :'IS no remembrance of fuel: behaviour oc
curred, I was induced to confider this licentiouf
nefs as a perfeCtly new acquirement, taugh1, per
hap, by the different civilized voluptuaries, who. 
for fome year" paft, ha\'e been their conibnt vi
fitors. 

At W oahoo, and aI{o on our arrival here, we 

were given to undemand that there were Eng
liilimen refident on this ifland. 

One of them, a young man about feventeen 
years of age, whofe name was Rowbottom, on 
Saturday the 10th came on board in a large 
double canoe, who {aid he ""as of Derbyfhire~ 
that he had {ailed from England about five years 
iince in an Indiaman to China, which fuip he 
:tIad quitted in order to engage with fame of the 
"\-dfels in the fur trade between North-Weft 
America and China; and that he had ever fince 
been thus employed in the American fervice. 
He informed me, that himfelf, John Williams a 
WeIchman, and James Coleman an Irifhman, 
had been left at Onehow, in order taat they might 

ret~rn 
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return to this ifiand for the purpofe of collecting 
fandal-wood, and pearls, for their mafier John 
Kendrick, an American, commanding the brig 
Lady Wafhington, in whofe fervice they fiill re
mained at the wages of eight dollars per month. 
The Lady Wafhington had quitted there ifland 
the preceding October, bound to New England, 
with a cargo of furs to difpofe of in her way thi
ther at China; file was immediately to return 
from Bofron, and having fpent the next winter in 
North-Wefr Amerita, was, in the autumn of the 
enfuing year, to call for thefe men at Attowai, 
and take in a cargo of fandal-wood for the Indian 
market, with fuch pearls as they might have col
lected. 

With Rowbottom came two chiefs, the one 
named No-ma-tee-lle-tee, the other Too; both of 
whom he {aid would be llfeful at Attowai and 
Onehow. On making thefe chiefs each a prcfent~ 
with which they were greatly pleafed, they faid 
they were directed by the king, or rather the 
prince Ta-moo-eree, (who is a boy, and the eldefr 
{on of Taio the fovereign of this and the neigh
bouring ifiands) to £1Y, that Emmolt, the regent 
in Taio's abfence, and Tamooeree, would be with 
us in a day or two; giving me to underfiand that 
Enemoh was the principal acting officer. A mef., 
{enger was immediately difpatched to requefr of 
pis highnefs, ti+at, as my fray would be very iho~t~ 

he 
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he would do me the .favor to lofe no time in 

giving us the honor of his company ; and, as a 
pledge of our friendly difpotition, I fent him a· 

large axe as a prefent. 
Our young countryman {aid it was highly im

portant to have the frricteft watch over the be
haviour of thefe people; for although he con
ceived our force was too great for them to at

tempt any thing hofrile with the leafr profpcCl: 
of fuc.::efs, yet he could not determine how far 

their ambitious views might lead them, as, tince 
their {ucce{s in taking a {chooner at Owhyhee. 
they had become {0 elated, that they had at
tempted to take a brig at Mowee. 

The {chooner belonged to a Mr. Metcalf, an 
American trader, who having been fuccefsful in 
the fur trade, equipped and entrufred her to the 
command of his {on, who {ailed with eight men 

from Macao, in order to pro{ecute that branch of 
commerce. This veifel was captured at Owhy
hee; but as Rowbottom's narrative of the faCts' 

was afterwards four.d erroneous, the particulars 

of the enterprize, from better authoritr, will be 
given in a future chapter. 

NomateeTletee and Too, with other natives pre
fent, confirmed the intelligence of this atrocious 
aa, and, at the fame time, highly reprobated the 
inhuman murder of the crew, who were all put: 

\ " 

to death excepting one man. Tianna was an. 

cufe<l 
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cufed by them of having, projected this wicked 
fcheme, and of having perpetrated the horrible 
maifacre; but they pofitively denied that Taia, 
who had been iilfpected of meditating the cap
ture of the brig at Mowee, had any knowledge 
of that bufinefs;' faying, that it was intir~ly the 
aCl: of the people of Mowee. On becoming ac
quainted with thefe daring and ambitious defigns, 
I inquiled what reception Tianna would have ex
perienced had he accompanied us from Owhy
hee? Everyone prefent feemed to be afionifhed 
at his entertaining fuch an idea, and agreed that 
he would n!lve been put to death the inftant he 
had landed, as they all coniidered him as their 
mofr inveterate enemy. Thde reports, and th~ 
obfervations that were made by the natives in 
confCquence,of their being related to me, gave me 
great reafqntoapprehend that Tiawza's inten
tions,ofaccorppanying us hither, which on re
fleCl:ion. he hfld thought proper to decline, were 
not dictated,by,tnotives of the,mofr friendly and 
difintere:l1ed ,nature. 

Thefe .unwelcome tidi.ngs being concluded. 
Mr. Broughto.n attend~d me on ihore with the 
two chiefs and the young Engliihman, who was 
extremely fe;rviceable to llStaS an interpreter; and 
pointed out to the natives our friendly intentions 
towards them, and the manner in ,whicp they 
fuouldcori4uct thelllfelves, not,oply to~nfure our 

good 
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good opinion, but to obtain the advantages that 
would eventually refult to themfelves from our 
vifit. On landing, I underfrood from Mr. Puget 
that every thing was, and had been, conduCted 
with the greatefr propriety and good order by all 
parties. Trade for provifions, wood, &c. was 
going on very briikly, and our fupply of water 
was equal to our wifhes. 

Matters thus plcafantly, circumfianced, we 
embarked with Mr. Menzies and Mr. Whidbey~ 
who had accompanied us on fuore in a double 
canoe to examine the river, which, at the difrance 
of about half a league from the entrance, divides 
into two branches, one frretching towards the 
t:. N. E.; the other, feemingly the furthefi navi
gable, took a northerly direCtion, in which how
ever we were not able to advance more than five 
hundred yards beyond the wall we had viii ted 
the preceding evening. Here we landed, and 
~onfidered ourfelves about three miles from the 
fea-fide, to which we now returned by a path 
fomewhat nearer the foot of the mountains than 
before, through a fimilar country; and were on 
this occauon, more pefrered and difgufted, if 
pollible, with the obfcene importunities of the 
women, than on our former excuruon. 

Nomateehetee returned with us to dinner; To~ 
remained with Rehooa to affift our party on thore-. 
The llext morning, Sunday the 11 th, Nom;;" 

I(ihete~. 
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teeildee produced a lift of certificates from four 
different commanders of trading vdrds who had 

lately vifited thefe iflancls. The fiill, dated in 
April 1791, 6gncd by J. Colnett of the Argo
naut, recommended this chief to the notice ,Qr 
future \-iiitors; but the others figned by J. In
gram of the Hope, Thomas Barnet of the Guf
tavus, and John Kendrick of the Lady Waihing
ton, the two former without dates, the latter dated 
27th of OL'tober, 1791, all direct that the grcatefr 
circumfpeaion ihould be obferved in the inter
courfc of fhangers with there ii1andcl's, notwida
franding the good opinion entertained of their 
fidelity, or the recommendation gi,-cn, by Mr. 
Colnett. I told NOll1ateehefee the paper {poke 
much in his praire and [a\'or, and deiired that h~ 
would not omit fhewing it to the commander of 
the next and every other veiTel that might arriv~ 

at Attowai, which he promifed to do, and rc'" 

,qudted it might remain on board. until our de

parture. 
The caulkers having finiihed the quarter deck 

of the Difcovery, they were [cnt on board the 

(::hatham to execute a iimilar fervice. 
Another of thc party left by the Lady Wafh

ington now made his appearance, which did not: 

fpeak much in his favor. This man's name wa:o 

Coleman, and Rowbottom had [aid he was of 
lrc:lalld, which the rniilll hip;lfelf pofitively denied, 

8 ~nd 
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and declared he was an American, born at New 
\ York. He had in moa refpeas adopted the cuf· 
toms of the natives, particularly in drefs, or rather 
in nakedncfs; for, excepting the maro, which he 
wore with much Ids decency than the generality 
of the inhabitants, he was perfealy naked, and 
the colour of his :fkin was little whiter than the 
fairefr of thefe people. I a:fked him what he had 
done with his former clothes; to which he an
i\vered with a {neer, that" they were hanging 
up in a houfe for the admiration of the natives;" 
and {eemed greatly to exult in having degenerated 
into a ravage way of life. He acquainted me, 
that he was charged with a meifage from the 
prince, to a:fk what fray I intended to make, and 
to inquire if we were friendly and peaceably dif
pored. I defired he would inform the prince, 
that we fhould depart the inttant a fupply of 
water was obtained; that I was very defirous of 
having an interview both with him and Enemoh, 
but that I could not be detained for this purpofe; 
and that, as a further pledge of the favorable dif

pofltion we bore towards him and his people, ~ 
defired he would prefent to the prince a pieee of 
{carlet cloth in my name. "\Vith this embaify 
he immediately ret off, after aifuring me that the 
prince .and regent, with many other chief.~, would 
pay us their refpects by noon the next day. 

The afternoon being delightfully pleafant, I 
made· 
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made a fmall excuriion to the wefrward along the 
beach; and on retur,uing, obferved the hills to 
the eafrward of the riYer to be .on nre from a 
confiderable height, in particular directions, down. 
towards the water'setlge.. I was by no means 
pleafed with this appearance, 'well knowing tha:t 
fires are generally. reforted to by thefe and other 
rude nations as the fignal for colle~ing.the dif
tant inhabitants, when an enterprize elr fcheroe 
is meditated to be carried into effect. 

I deiired Rowbbttom to attend to the converl
{ation of the Indians who were near; but he col
lected nothing from them in our walk that could 
give rife to fufpicion. On joining the fhore party, 
I aiked Nomafeehetee and fame other chiefs, what 
was the caufe of this extenfive conflagration. 
Some replied, it was to announce the arrival of 
the prince, the regent, and other great chiefs in 
this neighbourhood on the morrow; whiW: others 
contended it was for no other purpofe than that 
of burning the weeds. This di[agreement in 
opinion concerning the caufe of fa unufual an 
-appearance, was far from being fatisfaCtory.The 
{urf ran very high. and other circumftances con
curred to render the embarkation of our working 
party very inconvenient; in addition to which, I 
did not think it prudent to manifeU our appre~ 
henfions by a fudden 1 and. hafty retreat. The 
party on {hore amounting to twenty armed, per .. 

VOL,!. B b {ani 
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. ions 'tvastolefably firong. Mr. Puget had di-
[t({ions' fo be vigilantly on his guard; and he 

,\vas infimncdr;that the two lahlnches, armed and 

provided withiifalfefiresto make {ignals in cafe of 

aJarm, would be'd.lationed as clofe to the beach. 
;asthe:.'furf· would permit. during the Bight, in 

catdle {bould need furthera{:G.ibnce. Having 

·taken thefe precautions I returned on board, 'with 

:thehoFc, that in the event of any tumult little 

danger Wil3 to be apprehended. During the 

·night, the GhicfS who had taken up their lodg

ings near our party, frequently viiited the beach 
nem where our boats rocie, and teemed inquifi
tive as to the caure of the precautions which they 

bt;held. The night however paired without the 
lea11: interruption; and in the Inorning the na-

'tives were again trading in their ufnall}' civil and 

Ii iendly manner. 

OUf fupply of water was completed on Mon

day the 12 th; and the few hogs and vegetables 
.we were able to purcho.fe were receiyed from th;; 

i11Ore. As the market no longer afforded provi

{ions, and as our bufincfs was now nnifhed, di

,reaions ,vere given for the embarkation of the 

po.rty in the afternoon, it being my intention the 
next day to {ail for Dnehow. The Iurf having 

prodigiou11y increafed"l\1r. Puget, on thefe orders 

being delivered to him, reprefented to me, that 

he was fearful our people would not be able to 

reach 
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reach the boats with their arms without expof
lng themfelves to fome danger. Conceiving that 
.with the affiftance of a canoe, which hitherto 
had been the general mode of conveyance be
tween our bmts and the fuore, there would be 

,little hazard, I defired he would ufe his utmoft 
-endeavours to get off; as the re-appearance of 
the fires on the hills, and the non-apr.earance of 
either prince or regent, indicated a poffibiliry that 
the natives might have thought proper to difcon. 
tinue their tormer fervices and good behaviour. 

In the evening our boats returned; they had 
been fome time detained by the abfence of a man 
belonging to the Chatham, who bad {hayed from 
the party, <:-nd w,hom at length they had been 
obliged to leave behind. To effect the embark. 
ation, Mr. Puget had procured a large double ca
noe, which unfortunately was ftove and fwamped 
the firft trip; but by the exertions of thofe in the 
boats every perfon had happily been raved, though 
amongft them were fome who could not [wim. 
By this accident two muikets, three axes, a crofs 
cut faw, and a fet of accoutrements went to the 
pottom, but they had recovered one of the muf
kets. Several articles belonging to the officers 
who had been on fhore on duty could not be 
taken without imminent danger of being loft, as 
thore on filOre after the lors of the canoe had to 
{wim to the boats through the {urf. Amongfi; 

B b 2 thefe 
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there were rome arms, and a valuable double bar
relled fowling-piece, which were left in the charge 
of Nomateehetee, w ho tabooed them; and, with John 
Williams, ( the Welchman left by the lady Wafh
ington) gave every aifurance of their fecurity; tQ 
infur-e which, they both propofed to fleep in, the 
hou{e where the valuables were depofited, Mr, 
Puget {eemed to entertain great confidence of the 
fafety of the articles and of their being all forth
cpming; but I muft own, I expected that this 
confidence w<{uld put their fidelity feverely to 
the teft, and might eventually be the me\lns of 
preventing our interview with the prince and re
gent; efpecially as vVilliams had returned with 
an apology for their having broken their engage
ment, which he {aid had been occafioned by ex~ 
ce$ve fatigue; but that we might rely on feeing 
them the next morning. This unplea{al,1t ftate 
of fufpenfe occafioned me fome anxiety; but at 
day-break I was agreeably relieved by receiving q 

meifage that the prince and regent were arrived 
at vVhymea. 

On Tuefday the 13th Mr. Puget waS di{
patched to the !hore for the purpofe of obtaining 
the things which had been left behind, and with 
direCtions to ufe every pomble meaJ;1s to imprefs, 
the prince and regent with our friendly difpofi
tion, and to prevail on them to vifit the fllips. 

In there rcfpeCts he had the gooQ fortune to fuc.., 
. ~e~ 
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ceed, and communicated to me the following 
particulars of his reception. 

On landing, he was received with great marks 
of friendfhip and cotdiality by Enemoh, who is an 
elderly chief; guaruian to the children of Taio, 

king of the ifland, and regent during his ab{ence. 
At {orne diilance the young prince was {eated in 
a man's lap, to whom Mr. Puget hafrened to pay 
his refpects, and had the fatisfaction of feeing 
him well pleafed with the prefents he made him 
on this occaGon. Having fettIed the buGnefs of 
their viGting the fhips, to which Enemoh had 
contented, he was extremely anxious to become 
acquainted with the fate of the feveral articles 
which he had intruiled to the care of Williams 
and Nomateehetce the preceding evening. Much 
to their credit and honor, he not only found every 
thing he had conGgned to their protection and 
integrity, but alfo the muiket with its bayonet, 
and crofs cut [aw, which had been loil out of 
the canoe, but which in the courfe of the night 
had been recovered by the natives; who pro
mifed, that the axes which were not yet ob
tained fhould likewife be reilored, the inilant 
they were recovered. The feveral articles being 
collected and fent down to the boat, with the 
man belonging to the Chatham who had been 
left 'on fhare the preceding evening, Mr. Puget 
acquainted Enemoh that he was ready to attend 

B b :3 them 
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them on board. Encmo/t replied that, with re~ 

fpeCt to hirnfelC he had not the leaft objeCtion 
to accompany Mr.Puget with the young prince 
and Tipoone, a young chief,.ahout the prince's 
age, who feemed his principal companion; but 
that he was now preyented following his own in .. 
clinations by the chiefs who were prefent, and 

fome women apparently of great confequence, 
who colleCtively demanded an hoftage to be left 
with them on fuore, whilft we on hoard were 
honored with the company of thefe illuftrious 
perfonages. On Mr. Puget's receiving and mak .. 
ing known my orders, that Mr. l\1anby and Mr. 
Sheriff {bonld remain behind in compliance with 
their ddires, a ,general approbation was expreifed 
by all prefent, and the regent "\vith fome attend .. 
ants embarked; faying, that on his return the 

prince and his young friend ibould go on board, 
but that the ifland could not be left without 

either the prince or the regent. 
On Emlllolt's coming on board he affeCted to 

recolleCt me, and iaid we had been acquainted 
when I was at Attowai with Captain Cook; and, 

to recall himfelf to my remembrance added, that 

'he was prefent when I gave a lock of my hair to 
::Taio, which Taio had ever fince preferved, and 
.always carried about him; and th~t he, Encmoh, 

had on that occafion requefted a fimilar pledge 
of friend£h,ip, which, however, I thought proper 

to 
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to decline. Thefe circumfrai'lces were very likely. 

to have taken place, although at the moment 
they did not recur to my memory. 

A dozen hogs, and a quantity oLmats and 
doth, being prefcnted by E1lemoh, I made ,no 
delay in offering a fuitable return, with which, 
however, he did not feeem either delighted or 

fatisfied. This produced an inquiry on my. part; 
on which he frankly acknowledged, that the pre~ 
fent I made him was a very liberal one, but that 
he would gladly give up thewhoie for a rriuiket; 
or even for a pifrol. There engines of defhuc
tion had been uniformly {olicited with thegrtatdl 
ardency, by every native of the lea:t1confequence 
with whom we had any dealings ;~andI had fte" 
quently been much perplexed hOVIl, without of

fence, to refufe complying: ~'itbrequtitbs fo im
portunate, and, at the fame time, .in my humble 

opinion, [0 repugnant to the caufe of humanity: 

On this occafion I availed' myfelf of Qur F~culiar 
fituation, as it had refpeCl::tQ the trading veBe!:; 

which he had been accuttomedliovifit ; and iti
formed him, that the [hip, and; every thing the 
contained, belonged to l1j~ Ma5e~King George, 
who bad tabooed, muikets, piHblB, and various 
othcli r, articles. On' this gulilpowder and \bail~ 

werc immediately folicite'd; but, on being -told 
that there werc under fimibr rcilivi8:ions, he rc

maincdfilent, and feemcd "~Py tlloughtfuI.ll'A~ 

~l1J B b '* length, 
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length, conceiving no importunities would avail. 
he recovered himfelC and became as fuddenly 
'cheerful, as on the refufal of his favorite weapons 
he had feemed deje<':1:ed. He now {hook me very 
heartily by the hand, and faid, fince arms and 
ammunition were tabooed, he nmfr acknowledge 
that the prefents he and his friends had received 
were very ample, and that they had reafon to be 
highly fatisfied. Enelllolz recommended in the 
frrongefr terms the attendance of Nomateehetec 
and Too on our paffagc to Onehow, where they 
would be very {erviceablc in procuring llS the dif· 
ferent produCtions, and would preve~t any dif~ 
orderly behaviour on the part of the inhabitants. 
His opinion of his own importance was greatly 
flattered by our faluting him with four guns on 
his departure; and he took leave with every ap
pearance of being extremely gratified with his 
viflt. 

Mr. Puget, who had to execute the remaining 
part of his embaffy, attended the venerable old 
chief and his fuite on board the Chatham, where 
they. paid their refpeCts to Mr. Broughton; and, 
having received {orne prefeI'lts from that gentle
man, they proceeded to the thore. On landing, 
Enemoh expofed the {everal articles which had 
geen given to him, and recounted the treatment 
he had received. 

Althoug~ Mr. Puget was much pIeafed with 
the 
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. the {atisfacrion and ktppinefs which the vifit had 

afforded ail prefent, he was much difappointed 
on underi1:anding that the embarkation of the 
prince and his young friend would not take place. 
On his {earchin:; for the caufe of this fudden al
teration, and pointing out to Enemoh the recep
tion he had met, the prefents he had received, 
and airuring him, that we had no ,rifh or defire 
but to f11ew the {arne marks of refped and friend

fhip to Tamooere, which he had given us an op
portunity of paying to him (all of wh~ch were 
readily admitted) Enellloll, with fome :!ciitation, 
explained; and at length the reafon was difco
vered to have proceeded from their having ob
ferved, that the two gentlemen who had been 
left as hoi1:ages, were down on the beach near 
the boats, and they fuppofed were going on board 
without waiting the return of the prince to the 
fuore. Mr. Puget ini1:antly removed their ~p
prehenfions, when all objedions ceafed ; and the 

prince and his young companion were now as 
eager to get to the boat, as they before had been 
willing to return on the demur of the regent; 
from whom Mr. Puget underitood, that forne 
hogs and vegetilbles were every minute expeded 
to arrive. But t\ot thinking it advifcable to wait, 
left any other objeCtion might arife :lnd detain 

the prince on 1hore, he immediately put off, 
leaying 
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leaving Mr. Manby and Mr. Sheriff in their for

mer fituation as hoftages. 
I was much pleafed with the appearance and 

behaviour of this young prince, who feemed to 
be about twelve years of age. In his counte'" 
nance was exhibited much affability and cheer

fulnefs; and, on clofdy ob:lerving his features, 
they had infinitely more the refemblance of an 

European than of thofe which generally charac..' 
terize thefe iflanders; being de[titlite of that na
tural ferocity fo confpicuous in the perfons about 
him. In thefe refpeCl:s, and in the quicknefs of 
his comprehenfion and ideas, he greatly furpaifed 
his young friend and companion Tipoone. At 
firfr, he was not without confidcrable agitation, 
marked as evidently by the fenfibility of his coun
tenance, as by his ac1ions; in confiantly clinging 

to me, and repeatedly faluting me according to 
their culiom, by touching nofes. I foon diffipated 
his fears by a few trifling prefents, and encou
raged him to yifit every part of the :lhip. His 
inquiries and obfervations, on this occafion, were 
not, as might have been expeEted from his age, 
diretted to trivial matters; which either efeaped 
his notice, or were by him deemed unworthy of 
it; but to fuch circumftances alone~ as would 
have authorized queihons from perfons of ma

tured years and fome experience. He conducted 

himfelf 
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himfelf with a great degree .of good breeding, and 
applied to Ro:wbottom or vVilliams, who were 
with him, to know if he might be permitted, Dr 

if it were proper, to make' this,or that inquiry; 
and never moved fonv:lrd, or fat down, without 
firfr inquiring, if, by fo doing, he :!houlJ incur 
any difpleafure. It was now about our dinner
time. His young friend Tipoone did not fail to 
partake of our rcpart, whilfr· the prince feemed 
infinitely more entertained with the (everalnew 
objetl:s that furrounded him, and, I believe, 
'Would haye returned to .the :!hare perfetl:ly i8.tis
fied with his viut, had I offered him nothing 
more. Confidering, however, that fome acknow~ 
ledgment Was due for their care and honeily in 
reRoring not only the' articles, which through 
necefi1ty had been committed to their charge, 
but fuch as were recovered from the fea; wbe'l 
dinner was ended I prefented Tamooerc with 
'nearly a duplicate ailortment of the valuables I 
·had in the forenoon given to Encmoh, with fome 
few other things that feemed particularly to at
tract his attention. AmongO: thcfe was a qu~n
tity of wine and rum, for which thefe jflandcrs, 
like our fouthern friends, have acquired no in
confiderable reli:!h.· I prefented likewife to his 
friend a colletl:ion of valuable's; and gave to each 
of his attendants fame trivial article, with which 

they fee~ed' agreeably furpri.zed, as this compli-
f?e1lt 
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ment was expected by none of them. Our coun
trymen who were in the habit of living with the 
prince, were inihutl:ed to imprefs on the minds 
of the royal party and the inhabitants in general, 
that the liberality they had experienced was 
wholly to be afcribed to their own civil, orderly, 
and hondt behaviour; and, that, (in addition to 
what they had received) as a particular teilimony 
of my approbation of their conduct, if they would 
remain on board until it was dark they iliould be 
entertained with a difp!ay of fire-works. Tamoo
ere, though well fatisfied that our intentions were 
pacific and friendly, and though perfeCl:ly recon
ciled to his utuation on board, yet requeiled he 
might be permitted to go on fuore, and, if Ene
molz had no objection, he would return. He in
treated us to remain a few days, to enable him to 
make us fome return for our civilities, in hogs 
and vegetables; a fupp!yof which he expetl:cd 
,vere already at the beach; but as we had ac
compliihed all the buunefs for which we had 
ilopped at this iiJand, and being defirous of ob
taining from Onehow a !tack of yams, (a vege
table that Attowai did not at that time afford) I 
gave the young prince to underi1:and, that if the 
wind iJ10uid prove favorable in the courfe of the 
nigh t, we ilioultl, on a certainty, depart for One. 
how. 

After vifiting the Chatham with the pnnce. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Puget returned with his charge to the {hore, 
where the party was received with the greatefr 
cordiality by a large concourfc of the natives, 
who, under the rdhiCl:ions of the taboo, were 
kept in excellent order. The prince was carried 
on a man's il10ulders and feated in the houfe 
which our officers occupied. There he was foon 
joined by Enemolz, with a large train of atten
dants, who unanimouily expref1ed their fatisfac
faction and gratitude for the treatment their 
young chief had experienced; of which, the va~ 
luable prefents brought from the il1ips bore un
deniable tefrimony. 

Not feeing, nor hearing any tidings of, the 
promifed fupply of proviiions, nor difcovering any 
inclination in the royal party to return for the 
purpofe of attending the fire-works, Mr. Puget 
took his leave and repaired on board. Previouily 
to his quitting the {hare, the prince found out
that the exhibition could be equally well feen 
from the beach, and therefore requefred he might 

be indulged. 
As our young friend was anxioufly waiting, 

with a large crowd of his countrymen, in expec
tation of fomething new, as foon as it became 
dark I ordcretl iome fky and water rockets to be 
difplayed. Nomateeltetee and Too, who, with fe
veral of the r.atives, male and female, bad begged 

Ii pai1il~e to Onehow, obicrved the rockets with 
. 7 infinite 
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,infinite furprize and adrniration, as did the con
courfe of people aifemblecl on fuore; which was 
,announced to us oy their repeated burRs of accla
mation, .qifrinctly heard, though at the difrance 
of nearly two miles. 

I BlOuld be guilty of an unpardonable injufrice 
to thefe people, were I to neglect this oppor~u
Dity of obferving, that the faithfuJ performance 
of their engagement with Mr. Puget, combined 
with thofe principles of honefry that dir~cted the 
:refroration of the articles recovered from the rea, 
produced in our minds opinions very contrary to 
tho{e which we had, perhaps too,hafrily, formed 
of Attowai, on the report of the recent vifitors 
to, this country; and which, on the prejudice of 
our firfr impreilions, were confirmed greatly to 
the difadvantage of the general character, to 
which, it now appeared, thefe iilanders were en
titled. The reports, however, ought not to b0 
confidered as having originated without caufe; 
though, in all iikelihood, tranfgreilions may have 
been committe~ by {hangers as well as by th~ 
natives, and the want of a fufficient knowledge 
of each other's language, may have provoked 
mutual aggrefiion, which otherways would not, 
fo repeatedly, have produced mifunderfrandings. 
That the natives had not been faithflllly dealt 
v"ith on all occafions, feemcd evident, from tho 

pnl1cc or regent dem~J;1d,ing an h.oO:age for thei{ 

:f~fe 
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fc'lfe return, on their confenting to venture them
{elves amongft us ; a circumitance that had never 
before occurred in any of my vifits to the if1ands 
in this ocean. That they are capable of being 
taught by proper lefi'ons and examples how to 
refpect the property of others, is placed out of 
doubt by the exercife of thofe principles of recti,. 
tude that directed the honorable reitoration of 
the muf1cet and tools which they recovered from 
tea fea; and this alfo affords reafonable grounds 
to believe, that, on their being convinced that 
irregularities and frauds are not LO be committed 
.with impunity, all the inhabitants of thefe if1ands 
would foon be induced to avoid difgrace and pu
nif11ment, and [ecure the advantages refulting 
from the friendfhip of the more civilized world. 
vVe might pollibly be in fome meafure indebted 
for the good behaviour of the natives, to the con
fidence that the chiefs had reafon to fuppofe was 
placed in their integrity. This, when repoied in 
their chiefs or re1ponfible per[ons, I have. in for
mer infrances, [een attended with the md!: happy 
j::ffeCl:. 

The people of the {everal nations who have 

"juted thefe if1ands, are well known and difrin
guifhed by the inhabitants. I was extremely 
well pleared to underitand that the three refident 
tnen, though at prdent in the fervice of an Ame

~ican, had ufed every ende<1.vour to imprefs on 
. the 
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the minds of the natives the moft favorable opi
nion of the Englifh; and I was made very happy 
on being convinced of the ftrong predileCtion 
and attachment which the young prince had 
concei lied for the fubjeCl:s of Great-Britain. This 
prepoilcHiol1, if properly cherifhed, may even
tually be highly important to the Britifh traders; 
for, if concluiions may be permitted to be drawn 
from the general deportment and manners of his 
carly years, the riper ones of this young prince 
muit be attended with a very confiderable de
gree of confequence in this part of the world. 
'This prcfumption appears the more warrantable, 
by tl:e fi}lendid atchievements, and the example 
he will have had exhibited by his father, who has 
raifed himfelf to the high Ration he at prefent 
fills by hib per[everance and prowefs in military 
exploits. 

The predileCl:ion of the prince was not only 
confpicuous in the attention ihewn to Rowbot
tom and his comrades, whofe perfons and pro
perty he bad made facred by their conftantlyre
iiding v.ith him, and by his making them his 
comp~miom in all his diverfions and amufements, 
out in his having aflumed the title of King 
George.:; not futtering his domeftics to addrefs 
him by any other name, and being much dif
pleafed with us, as well as his countrymen, if we 
called him Taii/ooere. 

Bdidcs 
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Befides the different articles of traffic with 
which I prefented this promifing youth, were a 
male and female goat, and two geefe; Mr. 
Broughton added a third; and we had hopes they 
were of different {exes. He had likewife anewe 
and a ram in mofr excellent condition, left by 
Mr. Colnett; thefe had bred, but their progeny 
had been unfortunately killed by a dog. Not
,withfranding this accident, there was every prof .. 
peCi of their future propagation and fuccefs. 

From Mr. Puget I learned, that there appeared 
in none of his tranfactions with the royal party 
any marks of external refpect' towards them, 
either from the fubordinate chiefs, or the common 
people. When I was at thefe Wands with Cap
tain Cook, profrration was very ufually obferved, 
and feemedthen to be demanded even by chiefs, 
though not of the highefl: rank. On this occa
fion, the only circumfrance which proclaimed 
the prince's fuperior rank, was a guard confifring 
of about thirty men, armed with iron pahooas, 
who attended him and the royal perfonages on 
all excurfions, carrying thirteen rnuikets made up 
into three bundles, wi'th fome callibafhes con
taining ammunition, of which it was thought 
expedient we fhould be apprized previous to their 
vifit, lefr [uch formidable appearances fhould 
create in us difl:rufr or fufpicion. During the 

VQL. r. C c timf' 
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time our party was employed on fuore, an armed' 
man was feareely ever feen:; and fuch of the' 
nati yes who appea~~d fo provided, brought their 
weapons f-or the purpofe of (ale only. 

About three in the morning of Wednefday the 
] 4th, we failed· with a fine northerly breeze for 
Onehow, inorcier, whilfr the decks OD the Chat
ham were caulking,> to take on board -fuch yams 
and,otner vegetables as we might be able to pro""' 
cure~ 

On: our' arrival' at OUehow, we anchored in 1·1 

fathom water off the fouth part of the ifland, 
about! of a mile from the fuore; its fouth-eaft 
point bearing by compafs S. 7 i- E. its weft point 
N. 48 W. and the ifland of Tahoora S. 58 W. 
Finding the bottom here foft,.fandy, regular, and) 
good, r was induttd to prefur this anchorage to a 
:lituation I had been in, further to the N. N. W. 
as the furfbrokewith great violence on the K.W. 
fide o£ the iilartd, though here we rode very 
1<mo0thly. NotnateellStee wiihed we had pwcecded. 
further weft;. faying, the natives would have a· 

great way to: bring us their yams and other pro
duB ions. The' ftation. w(t had taken: was not" 
however attended with any fuch inconven1"Cnce; 
as, by: Friday the lOth, in the afternoon, we had· 
purchafed a very ample fupply: and the Chat
ham's deck being now finifhed, about l1x in the 

evenmg: 
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evening we proceeded ,together towards the coafr 
of America. 

On our departure, -the two Englifhmen with 
.our other friends took their leave, who, for the 
.good fervices they had rendered us, received ac
knowledgments far beyond their moft f.'lnguine 
.expectations. 

The fupply.of refrefhments ,which the Sand
wich iflandson this occafionhad afforded us, was 
undeniably a very fcantyone. This, however, I 
-did not folely attribute to {carcity, as I had fre
·quently great reafon to believe an abundant frock 
might have been procured, had we been inclined 
to have purchafed them with arms and ammuni
,tion; with which, through the unpardonable 
.-conduct of the various traders, who have vifited 
thefe iflands, the inhabitants bave become very 
familiar, and nfe thefe weapons with an adroitnefs 
,that would not difgrace the generality of Euro
pean foldiers. Their great avidity for procuring 
1thefe defiructive engines .may poffibly have been 
increafed by the fucceiTes of Timl1la, .who, it 
ihould {eem, .is principatly indebted for his pre
fentexalt~tion to the nre-arms he imported from 
'China, a,n4 tho(e ;he has finee procur~d from the 
different traders. ifjis exaFpple has produced in 
every chief of,coniequence an inordinate thirfi for 
power; and a {pirit of enterprize and ilmbitioll 

Cc 2 feems 
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feems generally diffufed amongft them. If reli~ 
ance is to be placed on the information which I 
received, the flame of thefe unwarrantable defires 

has been raifed by the practice of every fpecies of 
artifice and addrers in their European and Ame
rican vifitors; who have thereby enhanced th€: 
value of fuch deftructivc articles of commerce. 
For thefe alone the natives now feem inclined to 
exchange the valuable refrefuments, with which 
there can be little doubt thefe iilands ftill abound. 
The evil of this trade will be materially felt by 
yeiTels that may have occafion to refort to this 
country, unequipped ~ith military ftores for the 
inhuman purpofe of barter with thefe people; 
and it is much to be apprehended the mifchief 
will extend confiderably further, as we have been 
~cquainted, by the late adventurers in the fur 
trade, that thefe iflanders have tried various 
{chemes to de1troy the crews, and to gain pdifef
£Ion of fame of the trading veifels, in which they' 
fucceeded too well with Mr. Medcalf's' {chooner 

at Owhyhee. Thefe ambitious defighshowever, 
had been rendered in mof1: inftances ineffectual, 
by the fuperiority alonc "hich the traders pof
[efled in fire-arms; and yet, nc::ither the convic

tion of their own fecprity being wholly dependant 
on the:e powerful means of defence, nor the com

mon principles of humanity, {cern to ha-..:e ha.d 

{umcicnt 
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fufficient influence to re£1:rain a traffic, encou

raged by avaricious purfuits in defiance of all 
moral obligation. 

The alteration which has taken place in the 
feveral governments of thefe if1ands fince their 

fidl difcovery by Captain Cook, has arifen from 
inceKmt war, iniligated both at home and abroad 
by ambitious and enterprizing chieftains; which 
the commerce for European arms and ammuni
tion cannot fail of encouraging to the moil de
plorable extent. 

If we may be allowed to decide by comparing 
the numerous throngs that appeared on the firil 
vifits of the Refolution and Difcovery, and which 
were then conilantly attendant on all our mo
tions, with the very few we have feen on the pre
fent occafion, the mortality muil have been very 
confiderable. It may however be objected, that 
the novelty of fuch vifitors having, at this time. 

greatly abated, is fuilicient to account for the ap
parent depopulation. But when it is confidered 
hQw dfential our different implements and ma
nufactures are now become to their common 

comforts, that reafon will not apply; as every 
individual is eager to bring forth all his [uper

Huous wealth, on the arrival of European com

modities in the market. 
At Whyteete I had occafion to obferve that, 

although the town was extenfive, and the holifes 
numerous, 
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·numerous, yet they were thinly inhabi.ted, and 
many appeared to be intirely abandoned. The 
village of Why mea is reduced at leait two-thirds 

-of its fize, fince the years 1778 and 1779. In 
tho[e places where, oOn my former vifits, the 

houks we'e moit numerous, was now a clear 
fpace, occupied by grafs and weeds. That exter

nal wars atld internal commotions had been the 
caufe of fhi·s devaitatian, was further connrmed 
by the r.efult of my inquirie? offOwhyhee, when 
~t did not appear that any of the chiefs, with 
whom I had been formerly acquainted, excepting 
Tamaahmaali, was then living; nor did we un
<lerf!:and that many had died a natural death, 

moit of them having been killed in thefe deplo
rable contefts. 

The fhort time we remained among thefe 

people, did not allow of my obtaining the fatis
factory infOrmation I fought, and which was fo 
very defirable on this, as well as on other impor
tant topics. This has induced me to referve the 

fu.bjed matter I had coBetted, until I fhould have 

an opportunity of going into a mor.e correct in
vefrigation: for the prefent, therefore, I fhall 
take leave of the Sandwich iaands, by itating 
:the advantages which the Americans promife 
themfelves by the commercial interefrs they are 
-endeavouring to efrablifh in thefe feas. 

Previouay to the departure of Rowbottam and 
Williams, 
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Williams, they informed me, that their captain 
had concei.ved a valuah~e branch of commerce 
might he created, by the impm·tation of the {an
dal-wood of this country into lndiar where it {ells 
at an exorbitant price; that, ~n the fur tradc~ 

~mmen{e profits had been ga:ined, infomuch that 
it was expected not lefs than twenty veirels· 
would, on thefe purfuits, fail with their captain 
(Kendrick). from New England, and that they 
were defired to engage the natives to provide fe
vera! cargoes of this wood, which is eafily pro
cured, as the mountains of Attowai as well as 
thofe ofOwhyhee, abound with the trees from 
which it is produced;. though we were not able 
to procure any of their leaves,. to determiM its 
particulal" dafs or fpecies. The wood feemed 
but flightly to al1f"ver·the defcri¥tion given of the 
yellow fandal wood of India, which is there a 
very valuable commodity, and is {oid by weight .. 

The pearls I raw were but few, and coniified 
of three {m:ts, the white, yellow, and lead colour. 
The white were very indifferent, being [mall, 
i:rregu!ar in {hape, and po{[efiing little beauty ~ 
the yel 1'0 w ~ and thore of a lead colour, were better 
formed, and, in point of appearance, of iuperior 
quality. Mr. Kendrick mufi:, undoubtedly, flat
ter him[e1f with great emoluments from there 
branches of commerce, or he \-yould not thus have 

2 retained 
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retained three men in confrant pay (or fueh a 

coniiderable len;.,ch of time, with a promi[e of 
further reward It they conduded themfclves with 

fidelity towards his intereft. This proceeding:, 

however, appears to have been the effect of a 

{udden thought, as it was not until his brig was 

weighing anchor at Onehow that he came to this 
determination, and landed the three men; who, 

in confequence of fuch {hart notice, had no means 

of equipping thcmfelves, and were left almoft 

deftitute of apparel. The few clothes they had 
were nearly worn out; thefe I replaced with a 

fufficient frock to ferve them f9me time; and, 

to add as much as poffible to their comforts in 
their prefent fituation, and to make them refpec
table in the eyes of the people with.whom they 
were yet to remain for fev-eral months, they re

ceived iuch tools and articles of traffic as would 

befr anfwer their purpoic, and fome books, pens, 
ink, and paper, for their amufement, with an af

iortment of garden feeds, and [orne orange and 

lemon plants that were in a vcry flourifhing frate, 

To the care of Rowbottom, who feemed the 

moll: qualified, I intrufted a letter of inll:ructions 

to the commanding officer of the frorc-fhip, 

"I'hofe arrival we daily expected; as alfo one to 

the Lords of the Admiralty, acquainting them 

with the time we had quitted thcfe ifiands, the 

fiatc 
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fian:e and conditian of theveifcls, and health of 
'their crews, the route r had taken to t~i:s ftation~ 
and the difcoveries we had mark 

K.endall's chronometer, agreeably to its crrart 
and rate of going as afcertained cat Otaheite.; 
agreed fo well on our arrival at Qwhyhee, that 
I was not at all folicitous for any further inveih
gation. Our obfervations in Whymea road made 

its latitude 21° 57L and its longitude, by the 
chronometer, 200

0 18' 15," varying 5' 151/ to the 
eafrward of Captain Cook's, and 1/4511 to the 

wefrwardofCaptainKing's affigned true longitude 
of the roadfred; whence I concluded its tate of 

going very correct. .The Port[mouth ~ate ihewed 
201" 40' 45'1. Mr.- Arnold's chronometer, on 

board the Chatham, made the longitude of Why

mea, according to its Otaheitcan rate, 19lt 58 / 301/. 

Our anchorage at Onehow, by obfervation, was 
in latitude 21 0 46' 3d', the longitude, by the 
chronometer, 1990 40' This fration is to the 
E. S. E. of the fpot where the Refr)lution an

chored, and which is laid down by Captain Cook 
in latitude 21 0 50', longitude 1990 45'; con{e
quentIy, our obfervations place the fouth point of 
Onehow nearly in the fame latitude, though 8 1 

further to the weftward, and two leagues further 
diftant from Whymea. The Portfmouth rate 

111ewed the longitude to be 201 0 51; but Mr. Ar~ 

"'l OL. ~. D d nold's 
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noId's chiOllometer made a much greater differ
ence, as it placed the anclwrage at Onehow in 
longitude 1 ggO 12' 15//• At this iiland, we found 
the tides regular, as noticed by Captain Cook; 
but at .Attowai and W oahoo, tpere was a current 
~yhich generally {et to the eaftward. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. . " . 

. , 
r.GiIlet, l'linttf,$lI.lilbury-SqIlaJc. 
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