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VOYAGE

NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN,

AND

ROUND THE WORLD.

®

CHAPTER X.

Proceed to the Southward along the exterior Coaft
of King George the Third s Archipelago—Arrive
in Port Conclufion— Tranfactions there—Two
Boat Excurfions—Complete the Survey of the
Continental Shores of North-Wef America—
~Aftronomical and nautical Obfervations.

UR attention being now direéed to the
furvey of the exterior coaft of George the
Third’s archipelago, at the dawn of day, on
Tuefday the 29th of July, with a frefh wefter-
ly breecze, we made fail along the fhore, to
the fouthward; cape Crofs bearing by com-
pafs N. 68 E. diftant four or five miles. From
this cape the coaft takes a dire¢tion S. 31 E.
about feven leagues to another promontory,
that obtained the name of Capr Ebpwarp;
Vor. VL. B o off
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off which lies a clufter of fmall iflets and rocks.
The coaft between thefe capes is much broken,.
and has feveral openings in it that appeared likely
to afford fhelter; but the vaft number of rocks
and fmall iflets, fome producing trees, and others
intirely barren, that extend to the diftance of
three or four miles from the thore, will render
the entering of fuch harbours unpleafant and
dangerous, until a more competent knowledge
of their feveral fituations may hereafter be ac-
quired : that which appeared to be the eafieft of
accefs, lies about two leagues to the northward
of cape Edward, and as it is in latitude 57° 447, T
was led to confider this opening as Portlock’s
harbour. We did not reach cape Edward untit
the afternoon, as the wefterly breeze was foon
fucceeded by faint variable airs, that blew di-
reétly towards the fhore, which was vifible only
at intervals, owing to the thick foggy and rainy
weather, and which rendered the view we had
obtained of this part of the coaft, by no means
fatisfaltory.  During the night the wind fettled
ir the weftern quarter, notwithftanding which,
by its blowing gently, our diftance from the
fhore was increafed to about three leagues, and
at day-light the next morning, (Wednefday 30)
cape Edward bore by compafs N. 27 W. diftant
twelve miles; from: whence the coaft bends
more to the eaftward, @nd takes a dire@ion about

S. 30 E.
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S. 30 E. to a very confpicuous opening, which I
fuppofed to be that reprefented in fome late pub-
lications, as feparating the land on which mount
Edgcumbe is fituated from the adjacent thores,
and named the Bay of Iflands by Captain Cook,
who imagined at the time he pafled it, that fuck
a {eparation did exift. 'We were oppofite to this
bay about eight in the morning, but the inter-
mediate {pace between the bay of Iflands and
capec Edward was pafled in very thick foggy
weather; this difadvantage, in addition to the
diftance we had been from the land, may fub-
je& the delineation of that fhore to fome error.
Near the land forming the fouthern fide of thé
bay of Hlands are feveral {mall iflets, and from
the fouth point of the bay, which I called Point
AMELIA, the coaft extends S. 5 E. fixtcen miles,
to cape Edgcumbe, having nearly in the middle
of that fpace an opening, with two fmall iflets
Iying before it, and prefenting an appcarance of a
good harbour, which I called PorT Mary ; the
other parts of the coaft that were pafled at the
diftance of about a league, are indented with
fmall open bays.

As the day advanced a bnfk gale from the
N. W. attended us, with fair and pleafant wea-
ther, which enabled us to afcertain the fhip’s
fituation. At noon the latitude was {found to be
57° 4%, longitude 224° 1¢9. The moft nor-

B2 thern
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thern part of the coaft at this time in fight bore
by compafs N. N. W. port Mary N. 22 E. eight
miles diftant; and cape Edgcumbe S. 80 E.
four or five miles diftant. This cape, by the
fame obfervations was found to be in latitude
57° 2, longitude 224° 25%, which is one mile
to the fouth and eightcen miles and an half to
the eaftward of its fituation, as ftated by Captain
Cook. We had now alfo a very good view of
mount Edgcuimbe, and notwithftanding that it
mutt be confidered as high land, yet it was in-
tirely free from fnow, and {eemed to us but an
mnconfiderable hill, when compared with the
mountains we had generally feen,extending along‘-
the fhores of this continent. Cape Edgcumbe
forms the north-weft point of a fpacious opening,
that branches into feveral arms, and is called by
Mr. Dixon Norfolk Sound;. its oppofite or fouth-
caft point, w hich I .have diftinguithed by the
name of Poixt WobnerouUsE, lies from the cape
S. 50 E. at the diftance of feventeen miles.

One of the northern branches of the found, by

its communication with the bay of Iflands makes,
it feems, the intermediate part of the fea-coaft
an ifland. On the northern fide of the found,

two leagues within cape Edgcumbe, are, what
appeared to us, two 1flands, and N. N. W. from
point Wodchoufe lies an extenfive group of
iflets and rocks that cxtend three or four miles

from
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from the thore, which, from that point, with

little variation, takes a courfe S. 36 E. This

part ot the coaftis much broken into fmall open-

ings, with iflets and detached rocks lying off” it.

We had advanced zbout fixteen miles cnly from

point Wodehoufe at eight in the evening, after
which, the night was paffed in ufing our endea-

vours to retain our ftation near this part of the

coaft; but we found ourfelves on Thurfday morn-*
iag the 311, much further from the land than we

had expeéted; we bad, however,a favorable breeze?
from the weftward, with which we ftced to-

wards the thore, but the weather becoming thick

and foggy, we were under the neceflity to haul

off the coaft until ten in the forenoon, when the

land being again vifible, about four miles from

us, we refumed our examination, pafling fome

{mall operings, with feveral iflets and detached

rocks lying near to them ; but of which we were

precluded any diftinét view by the hazinefs of
the weather.

This difadvantage had attended us almoft ge-
nerally fince our departure from Crofs found,
and although I have reafon to believe that we
had nearly afcertained the general line of the
coaft, yet it is poffible that there may be open-
ings or harbours that we were unable to notice,
as circumftances would not admit of our devot-

B3 ing
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ing fufficient time to a more minute exami-
nation.

By noon we had pafled the fouth extremity
of this archipelago, which was now found to
ftretch a few miles further fouth than Mr.Whid-
bey had eftimated ; our obfervations placed it in
latitude 56° 10/, longitude 325° 37%. It con-
flitutes a very remarkable promontory, that ter-
minates in a high bluff rocky cliff, with a round,
high rocky iflet lying clofe to it, and by its fhores
on its eaftern fide taking a fharp northerly di-
redtion, it becomes a very narrow point of land,
which having been feen by Captain Colnett in
his mercantile expedition to this coaft, was by
him named Cape Ommaney, and the opening
between it and cape Decifion, Chriftian Sound.

Our conjectures of foon finding a port in this
neighbourhood, did not long remain uncon-
firmed, for after advancing feven or eight miles
from cape Ommaney, we difcovered on the eaft-
ern thore of the archipelago an opening that
took a fouth-weft direction; and as it appeared
likely to anfwer all our purpofes wé worked into
it, with a freth breeze diretly againft us until
feven in the evening; when we anchored off a
" cove about half a league within the entrance of
the harbour. On Friday morning the 1t of
Augutt the veflels were moored head and ftern
in this cove, there not being fufficient room for

' them



1704.] ROUND THE WORLD. 7
them to fwing ; and whilft thofe on board were
fo employed, accompanied by Mr. Whidbey and
Mzr. Johnftone, (who were each. to undertake a
diftin& expedition, and by which means we en-
tertained the hope of being enabled to conne&
the furveys of the prefent, with thofe of the two
preceding feafons; I rowed to the entrance of
the port, in order to be better able to arrange
the mode of condudling that fervice; this ap-
peared to be no difficult tatk, as there were two
given points before us, and both were nearly in
view. The one was cape Decifion, where our
examination of the.continental thore had finithed
the former feafon, and the other was point
Gardner, from whence Mr. Whidbey had re-
turned on his laft excurfion from Crofs found.
Mr. Whidbey was direted to recommence his
refearches from that point, whil{t Mr. Johnftone
proceeded to cape Decifion, there to begin his
examination along the eaftern fhore of the found
northward, until the two parties thould meet,
or be otherways informed by notes which each
party was to leave in confpicuous places for the
government of the other, defcribing the extent
of their refpeétive furveys.
The fpace now to be explored occupied about
a degree of latitude, and although I hoped that
the examination of it with tolerable weather,
would not employ-the boats more than a week ;
B4 yet
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yet in order that it ﬂmu]@;nbt be left unaccom-
plithed for want of proviﬁons, each of the par
ties was provided for a.fortnight. The Difco-
very's yawl and large cutter was to proceed with
Mr. Whidbey and Mr. Swaine ; and the Chat-
ham’s cutter, and the Difcovery's {mall cutter,
with Mr. Johnftone and Mr. Barrie; with this
arrangement both parties de}‘)arted early in the
morning of Saturday the 2d, in the profecution
of their refpeive purfuits, -

The ftation we had taken, though fufficiently
commodious for our purpofe, was extremely
folitary ; there were no inhabitants on the adja-
cent thores, nor was there the fmalleft appearance
of any part of our neighbourhood being a place
of their refort, {o that our time was not likely to
be very intereftingly employed, or our attention
diverted from fuch neceflary. concerns as the
ordinary fervices of the veflels now required.
"Thefe confifted principally in repairing our fails
and rigging in the beft manner we were able.
This had now become a bufinefs of conftant
employment. Some of the carpenters were
caulking, others cutting fuch fpars and timbers
for plank us were wanted ; and the brewers on
fhore were making fpruce beer, which with a
little famphire, and fome halibut, caught with
our hooks ncar the entrance of the harbour,
were the only refrefhments the place afforded.

The
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4 The five following days we had light variable
winds, attended by much rain; but the weather
being - more” pleafant on Friday the 8th, I was
employed in making a furvey of the harbour.
Its fouthern point of entrance is fituated IN. 15 E.
about two leagues from cape Ommaney, its
oppofite point lying N. 7 W two miles diftant,
The depth of water in mid-channel between
thefe points is 75 fathoms, but decreafes to 8 or
10 clofe to the fhores, without rocks or {ands,
excepting near the points,'which are {ufficiently
evident to be avoided. South fouth-weft, about
half 2 mile from the north point of entrance, is
a moft cxcellent and fnug bafon about a third of
a mile wide, and half a mile long; but its en-
trance is by a.very narrow channel half a mile 1n
length, in a diretion S. 70 W., with fome iflets
and rocks lying off its fouth point ; thefc are
ftecp nearly clofe to them, as are the fhores on
both fides, which vary from a {ixth to a twelfth
of a mile afunder, with-a clear navigablé paflage
from eight to twelve fathoms deep in the mid-
dle, and five fathoms on the fides. The found-
ings are tolerably regular in the bafon, from
30 in the middle, to 10 fathoms clofe to the
fhores. Immediately within its north point is a
fine fandy beach, and an excellent run of water,
es is the cafe alfo at its head, with a third froy
beach juft within its fouth point of enti.cic.

fa
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In the vicinity of thefe beaches, efpecially the
irft and third, is a fmall extent of low land; but
the other parts of the thores are compofed of
fteep rugged cliffs on all fides, furrounded by a
thick foreft of pine trees, which grew with more
vigour than in the other parts of the harbour.
From its entrance to the head, it extends about
a league in a direétion S. 33 W., free from any
interruption, althongh it is inconvenient from
its great depth of water. Near the fouthern fide
of entrance lies a fmall iflet and fome rocks, but
thefe are entirely out of the way of its naviga-
tion. The foundmgs cannot be confidered as
very regular, yet the bottom in general is good ;
in fome places it 1s ftony, in others fand and
mud ; but in the cove where the veflels were
at anchor the bot?om 1s rocky. The head of
this cove approaches within the fourth of a
mile of the head of ancther cove, whofe entrance
on the outfide 1s about two miles to the fouth of
the fouth point of this harbour. In the entrance
of that cove the depth is feven fathoms, weeds
were feen growing acrofs it, and to the north of
it 15 a {fmall iflet with fome rocks. The fur-
rounding fhores are gencrally fteep and rocky,
and were covered with wood nearly to the wa-
ter’s edge, but on the fides of the adjacent hills
v‘jere fome fpots clear of trees, and chicﬂy occu-
pied by a damp moift moorith foil, in which

were
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were feveral pools of water. The furface pro-
duced fome berry bufthes, but the fruit at this
feafon of the year was not ripe. This little in-
formation I procured from fome of our gentle-
men, who had made fome excurfions about the
ncighbourhood. In the above cove on the weft
fide were found a few deferted Indian habita-
tions, which were the only ones that had been
met with.  Our not having been vifited here by
any of the natives, was rather a mortifying cir-
cumfitance, as they generally occafioned us fome
entertainment, and frequently added fome va-
riety to fuch refrefhments, as by our own cfforts
we were enabled to procure.

From Saturday the gth to Wednefday the
13th, the weather had been moftly boifterous,
unfettled, and rainy ; this kind of weather fince
our arrival had prevented our making any lunar
obfervations, but had afforded me fufficient op-
portunitics for afcertaining very fatisfa(&orily the
rates of the chronometers, by fuch means as were
in my power on board, not having erected the
obfervatory on fhore ; for as a convenient fitua«
tion could not be found near the fhip, and as I
was in hopes we fhould not long be detained at
this ftation, I was not particularly anxious to
land the inftruments; and under the circum-
{ftances of the weather, I had not much to regret

that they had remained unremoved.
Other
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Other objeéts began to claim our ferious at-
tention. The plan tha‘c I had adopted for draw-
ing our laborious examination of this coaft to a
conclufion, by the furveys on which the boats
were now employed, I had fully expected would
have been accomplithed in a week or ten days at
the furtheft, but the whole time for which
they had been provided was now expired, and
Friday the 15th arrived without bringing any
relief to our very anxious concern for their wel-
fare. ‘This unpleafant ftate of fufpence conti-
nually brought to our recollection the various
untoward accidents to which our expeditions in’
fuch fmall open boats had been 'liablc; and
when we adverted to the very treacherous beha-
viour of the Indians experienced by Mr. Whid-
bey in his late excurfion from Crofs found, and
the fimilar dlfpoﬁtlon that had been thewn to us
the preceding feafon by thofe people who inhabit
the countries not far diftant to the fouth-eaft-
ward, our minds were filled with apprehenfion,
and every hour increafed our folicitude for the
return of our abfent friends. The fervice that
each party had to perform, called them, if not
into the immediate neighbourhood of thefe un-
friendly people, at leaft into the vicinity of the
places to which they frequently refort ; and as
they are by nature of a cunning, defigning, and
avaricious difpofition, they were much to be

feared
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feared ; for although they could not be con-
fidered as a courageous tribe, yet the very un-
warrantable and impolitic condué of the feveral
traders on this coaft, in fupplying them fo amply
with fire-arms and ammunition, and in teaching
them the ufe of thofe deftructive weapons, has
not only given the natives a degree of confidence
that renders them bold and importunate, but the
dread which they before entertained of mufketry
1s greatly leflened by their becoming fo familiar
to them ; and they arc now fo well furnifhed,
as to confider themfelves when in their large
canoes nearly on an equality with us, and of
courfe are daily becoming formidable, cfpecially
to the parties in our fmall boats. Thefe dif-
treﬂihg confiderations, in addition to the pro-
tracted abfence of our friends, gave us but too
much reafon to be apprehenfive, that we had at
length hazarded our little boats, with the {mall
force they were able to take for their defence,
once too often.
Whilft we endured this irkfome anxiety, it is
a tribute that is juftly due to the meritorious ex-
ertions of thofe under my command, that I thould
again acknowledge the great confolation I derived
on all painful occafions like this, by having the
moft implicit confidence in the difcretion and
abilities of my officers, and the exertions and ready
obedience of my people.  Thefe happy reflections
left
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left me no grounds for entertaining the moft dif=
tant idea that any precaution would be wanting
to guard againft, or effort unexerted to avert, {o
far as human prudence could diétate, the threat«
ening dangers to which I was confcious they muft.
neceflarily be expofed.

In the hourly hope that thefe confoling reflec-
ions would once more be proved to have been
well founded, by the fafe return of the boats, I
dire&ed that every thing fhould be got in readi-
nefs to proceed with all difpatch in fuch dire&ion
as circumftances might require ; for which pur-
pofe the veflels were moved to the oppofite fide
of the harbour, as being a more convenient fitua-
tion for our immediate departure. Here we re-
mained in the moft uncomfortable ftate of {fuf-
penfe that can be imagined until Tuefday the
19th ; when, in the midft of a deluge of rain,
with the wind blowing very ftrong from the
S. E. we had the indifcribable fatisfaction of fee-
ing the four boats enter the harbour together
from the northward. The parties foon reached
the veflels, all well, and communicated the glad
tidings of their having effectually performed the
{ervice, and attained the object that had been
“expected from this expedition.

The accomplithment of an undertaking, the
laborious nature of which will, probably, from
the perufal of the foregoing theets, be more eafily

concelived
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conceived than explained: a fervice that had de-
manded our conftant and unwearied attention,
and had required our utmoftabilities and exertions
to bring thus to a conclufion, could not, after the
indefatigable labours of the three preceding years,
fail of exciting in the bofoms of our little com-
munity, fenfations of a nature {o pleafing and fa-.
tisfatory, that few are likely to experience in the
fame degree, who were not participators in its
execution; and to the imagination of thofe alone,
muft I refer the happinefs we experienced on this
interefting event.

In order that the valuable crews of both veflels,
on whom great hardthips and manual labour had
fallen, and who had uniformly encountered their
difficulties with unremitting exertion, cheerful-
nefs and obedience, might celebrate the day, that
had thus terminated their labours in thefe regions;
they were ferved with fuch an additional allow-
ance of grog as was fully fufficient to anfwer
every purpofe of feftivity on the cecafion.  This
foon prompted a defire for mutual congratula-
tions between the two veflels, exprefled by three
exulting cheers from each; and it may be eafily
conceived, that a greater degree of heart-felt fa-
tisfation was fcarcely ever more reciprocally ex-
perienced, or more cordially exchanged.

We had now no reafon for remaining in this
port,” which, in confequence of this vifit, ob-

tained
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tained the name of Porr CoNcLUSION, excepts
ing that which a continuation of the intlement
weather produced, which detained us unil the
evening of Friday the 22d.  But before I proceed
to the recital of fubfequent occurrences, it is ne-
ceffary that I fheuld advert to the manner in
which the late {urvey in the boats had been exe-
cuted.

Agrecably to the direétions Mr. Whidbey had
received, he proceeded to the ftation where his
former refearches had ended; here he arrived
about noon on the 3d, after paffing clofe along
the weftern thore of the firait, until he was op-
pofite to the branch leading to the eaftward. In
his way he pafled feveral openings on the weft-
ern fhore, fome of which he had reafon to fup-
pofe communicated with the ocean in a wefterly
direction, and others feemed to afford tolerably
well fheltered anchorage. The weather at this
time was fo thick and rainy, that the party had
but a very 1mperfe view of the inlet before
them. They, however, continued along its lar-
board fhore, 1n a dire&ion N. 65 E. for about fix
miles and an half, paffing feveral fmall rocky
bays, and at this inlet arrived at a high fteep bluff
rocky point, named by me Poixt Nepeaw,
fituated in latitude 57° 10/, longitude 2260 6 ;
off which lies a ledge of rocks about half a mile,
and from this point the coaft takes a more nor-

th er]yé
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t'ht:rly dire@ion ; but the weather became {o thick
that the party wastobliged to ftop about two.
miles beyond it, where the ogeration of the fame
caufe detained them until eight o'clock the
next morning; when, with very hazy unpleafant
weather, they refumed their inquiries, and pafled
between a coaft much indented with fmall bays;
and vaft sumbers of {mall iflets and rocks, both
above and beneath the furface of the water.
The weather cleared up towards noon, and en-
abled Mr. Whidbey to obferve the latitude to be
57° 18, on a fmall iflet, clofe to a point named
by me PoinT Pxaus, lying from point Nepean
N. 38 E. ten miles and an half diftant. From
this ftation a tolerably diftinét view was obtained
of the inlet, in which the.party had advanced
thus far nearly in the dark. It was now feen to
be a fpacious arm of the fca, containing, in moft
dire&ions, many iflands, iflets, “and rocks; the
country on the left hand fide, being that thore
the party had coafted, excepting about point
Nepean, féemed in general to. be but’ moderately.
elevated, and although it is compofed of a rocky
fubftance, produced a very fine foreft, chiefly of
pine timbers; but the oppofite fide of the inlet
was too far off for us to notice any thing refpect-
ing it. From this ftation the party proceeded
@ill along a very rocky thore, about fix miles:
further, in a direCtion N. 41 E. to a point called

Vor. VL. C by
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by me PoinT GAMBIER, which forms the foutly
point of a branch leading to the northweftward :
its oppofite point of entrance, named by me
Point Hucw, lying from it N. 29 E. at the
diftance of five miles. Beyond this, another ex-
tenfive branch appeared to ftretch to the north-
ward, but the former being the objet of their
firft inquiry, they proceeded along its weftern
thore; this 1s low, and in many places is termi-
nated by fandy beaches. - 'On one of thefe, about
ten miles from point Gambier, they refted for the
night, which was very ftormy from the fouth-
ward, with continual rain, and dark gloomy
weather ; this lafted until ten in the forenocon of
the 5th, when the wind moderating, and the
weather permitting them to fee fome little dif-
tance before them, they proceeded, with a favor-
able breeze, up this branch of the ocean, called by
me:SEYMOUR's CHANNEL, which, at this place,
1s from two to three miles wide, and which kept
gradually increafing to its head, where in a di-
re¢tion of N. E. and §. W. it is nearly two
leagues acrofs: on the weftern fide are many
fmall bays,.and it terminates, at its north-weft
extremity, in a-fmall brook of frefh water, in la-
titude 57° 51, longitude 226°, lying from point
Hugh N. 33.W. diftant twenty-nine miles.
One mile front the fouth point of the brook is an
ifland, about-three’ miles and an half long, and

half



1704.] ROUND THE WORLD. 19

haif a league broad; and half a mile from the
fouth point of that ifland lies another; about the
fame width, ‘and fix miles long; both thefe
iflands lie in the above direétion, and occupy the
middle of the branch, having a great number of
iflets on their north-eaft fides, and fome rocks on
their oppofite fhores. - Here were feen five In-
dians, who were very fhy. The party caught
fome young ducks, but they were very fithy, and
bad eating.. The adjacent country is moderately
high, and was covered with timber of large
growth, excepting towards point. Hugh, which
is alofty rocky promontory, from whence extends
a ledge of rocks, where the fea broke with con-
fiderable force. Owing to the badnefs of the
weather thefe rocks were not paffed until ten at
night on the 6th, and even then not without the
moft imminent danger, occafioned by a heavy
rain and the darknefs of the night, which pre-
vented the party from difcovering their périlous
fituation until they were nearly amongft the
breakers, when, by timely and great exertion,
they happily pafled clear of them, and refted for
the night, ebout a mile on the north-eaft fide of
that point,. The rain continued, with a ftrong
gale from the fouthward, until the forenoon of
the 7th, when the atmofphere becoming. more
clear, their fituation was difcovered to be on the
weftern fide of the branch which was feen from

Cz point
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point Gambier, extending to the northward,
about four miles in- width; but was now feen to
take a more wefterly direétion, nearly parallel to
Seymour’s channcl, which the party had quitted ;
and making the intervening fhore a fong narrow
Afirip of land. The oppofite or north-eaft fide of
this morthern branch is compofed of a compact
range of flupendous mountains, chiefly barren,
and covered with ice and fhow. The route of
the party was along the fouth-weft fide; this is
nearly #raight, compad, and free from rocks or
other interruptions, and favoured by a §. E.
breeze, they advanced about twelve leagues from
point Hugh ; where they flopped for the night,
oppofite to a high round Hland, lying in the
middle of the channel.

From this ftation, fityated in latitude 58° 1,
longitude 226° 3/, in the morning of the 8th,
they departed with calm rainy weather, and pur-
fued their refearches along the weftern thore,
which now took a direction N. 10 W eight
miles, to a poiat named by me Point Ampiw,
where this branch divided into three arms; that
which appeared to be a continuation of the arm
they had been navigating took a north-eafterly
direction; the fecond, lymng about a league to
the N. W not more than half a mile wide, took
a north-wefterly direction, and, apparently, madc
the land onits fouth-weft fide an ifland.  About

three
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three leagues up this arm is a fmall iflet nearly
in mid-channel. This afferded another inftance
of the partial\cxé{tencel of the ice, which here in-
tfx'cly blocked up this arm, whilft the others
were free from amy fuch incomvenience. The
third and wideft arm took a gemeral courfe N.
81 W. and is about a league im width; this
agrecably to our ufual practice was firft purfued
along the fouthern fhore about five leagues to
point Young, forming the caft point of a cove,
with an Mland and rock in its entrance, and
another at the bottom of the cove. At this
point the width of »the arm decreafed to about
half a lcague, and from it the fouthern fhore
ftretched N. 12 W. At the diftance of about
feven miles the eaft point of another fmall cove
was reached, with an iflet lying near it. At the
back of this iflet was an Indian village, and ano-
ther was feen on an oppofite point lying north,
about a Jeague and a half from this cove, on the
1and forming the north fide of the arm, and {feem-
ed to be .ths north-weft point of the land before
mentioned, appearing to be an ifland.

As Mr. Whidbey advanced from this cove, the
thore {till continuing the fame line of direction,
he recognized the fpot, from whence in his ex-
curfion from Crofs found, on the night of the
18th of July he had retired, in confequence of

the hoftile behaviour of the natives, and he now
Cs became
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became sfatisfied that he had been miftaken in
fuppofing at that time the branch to be clofed ;
as it was now evident that it communicated
with that which the party had thus nawvigated,
miking the intermediate land, which had hi-
therto been confidered as a part of the continent,
one extenfive ifland, which I called AbMIRALTY
IsLanp. 136

. In order however that no doubt fhould in fu-
ture.arife, Mr. Whidbey proceeded to point Re-
treat. - After paffing the village, which from that
point lies S. 33 E. at the diftance of about ten
miles, the boats were followed by many large
and fmall canoes; and as the evening was draw-
ing near, to get rid of fuch troublefome vifitors a
mufket was fired over their heads, but thisas be-
fore ‘had only the effeé of making them lefs ce-
remonious ; this was proved by their exertions in
paddling to come up with our party, which they
did very faft, until another thot was fired at the
largeft canoe, and was fuppofed to have ftruck
her, as the Indians all fell back in the canoe, and
were quite out of fight; they, however, managed
to bring their canoe’s ftern in a line with the
boat’s fterns: in that fituation they paddled back-
wards with all their ftrength, and at the fame
time fcrecned every part of their perfons, by the
height and {preading of their canoes’ bows, ex-
cepting their hands, which, in the a& of paddling

only
o
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only became vifible, fo very judicioufly did they
provide for their fafety in their flight; in which,
having gained fome diftance from our party, who
had quietly purfued their courfe, the canoes ftop-
ped tor a thort time, as it for confultation, but
foon made the beft of their way back to the vil-
lage, and Mr. Whidbey proceeded without fur-
ther interruption to point Retreat. In-this route
the party pafled by the fouth-weft fide of a very
narrow ifland, about half a mile broad, and about
a league and an halt long; this before had been
pafled on 1ts north-eaft fide, in the night of the
18th of July, but it was then fo dark that it was
not difcovered to be an ifland. The channel,
about three fourths of a mile wide, which was
now purfued, is by rocks and iflets rendered
equally unfufe and 1intricate with that mentioned
on the former furi'cy, {o that the communication
between thefe two extenfive branches of the
ocean is, by thefe impediments, very dangerous
for the navigation of fhipping. In this fouth-
welt channel, about a league from point Retreat,
on the feuthern fhore, 1sa deep cove, which, with
the narrow ifland lying before it, forms a very
fnug harbour, of good accefs by the paflage round
to the north of point Retreat; as the rocky part
of the channel lies to the fouth-eaft of this cove,
to which Mr. Whidbey gave the name of Bar-
Low's Cove. The fhores of Admiralty ifland,

C4 which
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which now had been completely circumnavi-
gated, and found to be about fixty leagues in cir-
cuit, are, excepting at this and its fouth-eaftern
part, very bold, aﬁ‘ogd many convenlent bays,
likely to admit of fafe anchorage, with fine
ftreams of frefh water flowing into them, and
prefented an afpet very different from that of
the adjacent continent, as the ifland in general
1s moderately elevated, and produces an uninter-
rupted foreft of very fine timber trees, chiefly of
the pine tribe; whilft the fhores of the continent,
bounded by a continuation of thofe lofty frozen
mountains, which extend fouth-eaftward from
mount Fairweather, rofe abruptly from the wa-
ter-fide, and were covered with perpetual fnow,
whilft their ides were broken into deep ravines
or vallies, filled with immenfe mountains of ice.

Such was the contraft exhibited at point Re-
treat, where Mr. Whidbey had an opportunity
of feeing feveral of the points that had been fixed
by his former obfervations, and which, on the
prefent occafion, affifted him in correcting his
furvey, for he had thus far been able to procure
but one obfervation for the latitude, fince his
leaving port Conclufion.

From point Retreat the party returned to Bar-
low's cove, where they refted for the night.” The
next morning a ftrong gale blew from the §. E.
with a very heavy fall of rain; this greatly im-

peded
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peded their progrefs in their way down this paf-
fage, which dividing Admiralty ifland from the
continent, obtained the name of STEPHENS'S
Passace; the point on which the northern
village 1s.fituated, was found to be, as had before
been conjectured, the weft point of entrance into
the narrow iey arm, in which was again feen the
iflet noticed the preceding morning in an E. S. E.
dire¢tion, whence 1t was clearly afcertained, that
the intermediate land, forming the north fide of
Stcp'ncns’s paflage was an ifland, which after
the Bithop of Salifbury, I named DoueLas’s

IsLaND ; it is about twenty miles long, and fix

miles broad in the middle, but becomes narrow
towards each end, particularly that to the eaft-
ward, where 1t terminates in a fharp point: the
channel between this ifland and the main land,
being rendered by the ice impaffable, the boats
were fteered over to the fouthern fhore for pro-
tetion againft the fouth-eaft wind, which had
now become fo violent, that it was late in the
evening before they had pafled the fouthernmoft
village ; and after they had proceeded about
three miles to the caftward of it, they refted for
the mght.

Although the party had been a confiderable
time within fight of the village of thefe un-
friendly people, not a fingle individual had been
feen ; but they were heard making a moft hide-
ous
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ous and extraordinary noife in their houfes, the
found of which reached the refting place of our
party, by whom it was fuppofed, that fome
perfon of confequence had been hurt by the thot
fired the preceding evening at the large canoc,
and which not improbably, had been the occafion
of their hafty retreat. In the morning of the
10th they were vifited by an old Indian man,
and a boy, who after receiving fome prefents
went about their bufinefs, and our party. pro-
ceeded to the arm leading to the nerth-caft from
Stephens’s paflage, having its weftern point of
entrance, which I have called Point Sarvis-
BURY, fituated in latitude 58° 11/, longitude
226° 3/, in which the great quantity of floating
ice, with a ftrong northerly wind againft them,
fo retarded their progrefs, that a paflage was
with great difficulty effe¢ted ; the weather here
was feverely cold, with frequent fhowers of fleet
and rain. From its entrance it extended N. 11
E., about 13 miles, where the fhores fpread to
the eaft and weft, and formed a bafon about a
league broad, and two leagues acrofs, in a N. W,
and S. E. diretion, with a fmall ifland lying
nearly at its north-caﬁt extremity. From the
fhores of this bafon a compadt body of ice ex-
tended fome diftance nearly all round ; and the
adjacent region was compofed of a clofe con-
nelted continuation of the lofty range of frozen

mountains,
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mountains, whofe fides, almoft perpendicular,
were formed entirely of rock, excepting clofe to
the water fide, where a few fcattered dwarf pine
trees found fufficient foil to vegetate in; about
thefe the mountains were wrapped in perpetual
froft and fhow. From the rugged gullies in their
fides were proje¢ted immenfe bodies of ice, that
reached perpendicularly to the furface of the
water in the bafon, which admitted of no land-
ing place for the boats, but exhibited as dreary
and inhofpitable an afped as the imagination
can poflibly fuggeft. The rife and fall of the
tide in this fituation was very confiderable, ap-
pearing to be upwards of eighteen fect. The
cxamination of this bafon, &c. engaged the party
until near noon of the 11th, when they returned
along the eaftern thore, which is a continua-
tion of the fame range of lofty mountains rifing
abruptly fromthe water fide; by dark they reached
the ifland mentioned on the 7th, as lying in the
middle of Stephens’s paflage ; here they took up
their lodging for the night, which was very
ftormy from the fouth-eaftward, and attended
with a heavy rain. In the morning of the 12th
the wind became more moderate, but the rain
continued with an extremely unpleafant crofs
fea, which the violence of the wind during the
night had occafioned. This greatly retarded
their progrefs down the paflage, the eaftern thore

of
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of which was found to be much indented with

fmall bays, and to take a general dire&ion from

-a fpot oppofite to the ifland they had quitted
S. 41 E., about twelve miles, to a point which

I named PorntT StyLeEMAN, forming the north-

weft point of a harbour, fituated in latitude 57

53', longitude 226° 22'; the oppofite point of its

entrance lying from it 8. 33 E., at the diftance

of two miles. This harbour, which obtained the
name of PorT SNETTISgAM, firft extends about

a league from its entrance in a north-caft direc-

tion, where on each fide the fhores form an ex-

tenfive cove, terminated by a fandy beach, with
a fine ftream’ of freh water. On the north-

"weft fide of entrance is a fmall cove, . in which
there is alfo a run of water, with an iflet lying

before it. The fhores are high and fteep, and

produce very few trees. Several fmokes were

feen, but none of the inhabitants made their

appearance. From the fouth point of this port,

which I called PoiNT ANMER, the thore takes a

dire¢tion S. 29 E., nine or ten miles, to a point,
that obtained the name of Point CokE, and

which forms the north point of a deep bay,

about four miles wide, which I called HoLxk-

HaM Bay; this the party did not reach unti}

the morning of the 13th, when, nearly in the

middle of it, were found three {mall iflands ; to

the wefternmoft of which a fhallow bank ex-

tended
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tended from each fide of the bay, which is
bounded by the ftill continued lofty range of
mountains. Much floating ice was feen within
the iflands. = From point Coke, in a direction
S.43 W., two miles and an half, are two rocky
iflets, nearly in the middle of the branch, and
from the fouth point of this bay, which I called
Pornr AsTLEY, the fhores are very rocky, and
contain many fmall open coves, taking a fouth-
erly direction thirteen miles, to a point which
obtained the name of PoinT WiNpHAM, fitu-
ated in latitude 57°31’, longitude 236°36'.
This point forms the eaftern point of entrance
into Stephens’s paffage; here they again arrived
in the fpacious part of the inlet noticed from
point Gambier.

As the party advanced feveral iflets were feen
in various diretions, and from point Windham,
on the eaftern fide, were fome bays ; the fhores
took a general dire@ion S. 25 E., twelve miles
and an half, to a point named by me Poixt
HoBARrT, being the north point of a fmall
branch, where the party refted for the night, and
or: the following morning they found its points
of entrance to lie from each other N. 11 W. and
S.11 E., about a leaguc afunder. From its en-
trance it ‘extends S. 70 E., five or fix miles,
where it terminated. Some iflets and funken
rocks lie near its fouth point, which I called

Point
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Pornt WarroLg. From point Hobart extends
a bank of fand a little diftance from the fhore,
but there is a clear paflage between 1t and the
iflets, within which, it forms a {nug harbour,
with foundings at a confiderable diftance from
the thore from ten to fix'fathoms water, fand
and muddy bettom. It is bounded by lofty
mountains, and from their bafe extends a fmall
border of low land forming the fhores of the
harbour, which I called Port Hoverron. On
quitting this place many rocks were feen along
the thores, which took a‘direétion 5. 12 W., fix
miles and a half, to a very confpicuous low pro-
jecting point, which obtained the name of Carr
Faxsmaw, fituated in latitude 57° 11), longi-
tude 226° 441, Here was feen an old deferted
village, and a fpacious branch of the inlet eight
miles wide, leading to the eaftward and fouth-
eaft.

From its very extenfive appearance in thefe
direCtions, Mr. Whidbey became apprehenfive,
Ieft their utmoft exertions fhould not enable
them to draw their labours to a conclufion dur-
ing his prefent excurfion, and for this reafon he
loft no time in proceeding along its northern
fhore, which from cape Fanfhaw takes a direétion.
S.60 E., fixteen miles, to a low narrow point of
land two miles long, and half a mile broad;
firetching fouth {rom the general line of the coaft.

on
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on each fide of it; but this diftance, owing to the
badnefs of the weather, and a ftrong gale from
the eaftward; was not reached before the 15th in
the afternoon. At this low point, which I
called Point Vanpepur, the width of the
branch decreafed to about three miles and an
half, in a fouth dire&ion, to a fteep bluff point,
whete, as alfo from this {tation, the fhores of the
branch took a more foutherly courfe. South
from this point a thoal extends about a mile, and
on its. eaftern fide a fmall bay is formed, from
whence the eaftern thore trends S. 34 E., feven
miles, to another point, where a fhoal ftretches
out about three fourths of a mile from the fhore;
this prevented the boats approaching the point,
although feveral attempts were made, in the
hope of gaining fhelter from the inclemency of
the weather, but it was to no effeét, and the
party was obliged to remain cold, wet, and hun-
gry (having no provifions cooked) in the boats,
until the morning of the 16th; when the wea-
ther became fair and clear, and fhewed their
fituation to be before a fmall extent of low flat
land, lying immediately before the lofty moun-
tains, which here rofe abruptly to a prodigious
height immediately behind the border. A few
miles tS the fouth of this margin the mountains
extended to the water fide, where a part of them

prcﬁ:ntéd
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prefented an uncoramonly awful appearance,
rifing with an inclination towards the water to 2
vaft height, loaded with an immenfe quantity of
sce and {how, and overhanging their bafe, which
feemed to be infufficient to bear the ponderous
fabric it fuftained, and rendered the view of the
paflage beneath it, horribly magnificent.

‘Soon after pafling this very remarkable pro-
montory, the arm of the {ca over which it hangs
appeared to be entirely clofed by a beach, ex-
tending all round the head of it; at the fouth-
eaft extremity was a large body of ice, formed in
a gully between the mountains that approach
the water-fide, from whence, much broken ice
feemed to have fallen, and had entirely covered
the furface of the water in that dire¢tion. From
the fouth-weft corner iffued 'a narrow ftream of
very white water, that feemed to have obtaincd
this appearance by the melting fnow draining
through the low land that was feen lying in that
dire&ion; and as it was confidered not to be
navigable, Mr. Whidbey was anxious to lofe no
time in the further extenfion of his refearches.
Having now been abfent longer than the time
for which the party had been fupplied, and being
diftant upwards of an hundred miles from the
veflels, towards which they had to proceed along
a coaft, the principal part of which might re-

quire
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quire a very minute examination ; he- made the
beft of his way back, along the fouthern thore of
‘the branch.

We became afterwards informed by Mr. Brown
of the Jackal, that the above narrow {tream was
found, on his fubfequent vifit to this place, to
afford a paflage for canoes and boats, and that it
communicated with the apparently thoal inlet
that Mr. Johnftone had made feveral unfuccefs-
ful attempts to enter on the 28th of ‘Auguft,
1793. Mor. Brown alfo ftated, that the inter-
vening land which had the appearance of form-
ing the head of the arm between its fouth-eaft
and fouth-weft extremities, is an ifland, fituated
on a very fhallow bank, which, at the depth of a
few feet, conneds the two fhores, and at low
water {pring tides becomes dry. This may ferve
to account for the report of the Indians to Mr.
Brown the preceding year, and which he oblig-
ingly communicated to me on the 211t of July,
1793, refpefting Ewan Nafi, by which means
an inland navigation for canoes and boats is
found from the fouthern extremity of Admiralty
inlet, in latitude 47°3', longitude 237°18/, to
the northern c;;trcmity of Lynn canal, in lati-
tude 59°12', longitude 224 34'. By this in-
formation it likewife appeared, that our conclu-
{ions at the end of the laft feafon, refpeéting cape

Vor. VI D Deécifion
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Decifion being a continental promoitery were
not precifely correét, as, by the fhallow boat paf-
fage difcovered by Mr. Brown, that cape is found
to be feparated above the level of high iwater
mark from thé continent.

Mr. Whidbey obferves, that in no oné inftance
during his refearches, either in the feveral branches
of Prince William’s found, in thofe exténding
from Crofs found, or, in the courfe of his prefent
excurfion, did he find any immenfe bodies of 1ce
on the iflands ; all thofe which he had feen cn
thore, were in the gullies or vallies of the con-
nected chain of lofty mountains fo frequently
mentioned, and which chiefly conflituted the
continental fhore from Cook’s inlet to this fta-
tion ; though, in different places thefe mountains
are at different diftances from the fea fide. He
likewife obferves that all the iflands, or groups of
iflands, were land of a moderate heig‘ht‘, when
compared with the ftupendous mountains that
compofe the continental boundary, and were ftill
feen to continue in a fouth-eaftern dire@ion
from thi_s thallow paflage, whilft the land to the
‘veftward affumed a more moderate height, was
free from fhow, and produced a foreft of lofty
pinc trecs. Thefe obfervations more ‘particu-
larly applying to the former, than to the fubfe-
quent, part-of this furvey, I have, for that reafom,

thought
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thought proper to introduce them in this place,
and thall now refume the fubjedt of Mr. Whid-
bey*s excurfion.

The day being fair and pleafant, Mr. Whidbey
withed to embrace this opportunity of drying
their wet clothes, putting their arms in order,
and giving a thorough cleaning to the boats,
which, from the continual bad weather, had now
become an objeét of real neceflity. For this
purpofe the party landed on a commodious beach;
but before they had finithed their bufinefs a large
canoe arrived, containing fome women and chil-
dren, and fixteen ftout Indian men, well appoint-
ed with the arms of the country, but without
any fire-arms. They behaved in a very friendly
manner on the beach fer a little time, but their
conduct afterwards put-on a very fufpicious ap-
pearance; the children withdrew into the woods,
and the reft fixed their daggers round their wrifts,
and exhibited other indications, not of the moft
friendly matare. To avoid the chance of any
thing unpleafant taking place, Mr. Whidbey con-
fidered it moft humane and prudent to depart,
and he continued his route down the branch
along its fouth-weft thore, pafling fome iflets that
lie near it. The Indians did the fame, but kept
on the oppofite fhore, and in the courfe of a little
time the canoe difappeared. In the hope of be-
ing quit of thefe people the party ftopped to dine

D2 near
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near the high bluff obferved from point Vande~
put, but before they had finithed their repaft the
{ame Indians, who muft have turned back un-
perceived, for the purpofe of crofling over to fol-
low the boats, were feen coming round the point
of the cove in which was the party, and not
more than a quarter of a mile frem their dinnes
ftation ; as the canoe approached a mutket was
fired over it, in order to deter the Indians from
advancing; but this, as on former occafions,
feemed to encourage them, and they appeared to
come forward with more cagernefs, but on a
{fecond fhot being fired at the canoe they inftant-
ly retreated with all pofiible fpeed, and were {foon
again behind the point: yet as Mr. Whidbey fuf-
pecled they might be inclined to attempt by fur-
prife, t\hat which they dared not venture to do
openly, he haftened the meal of his party, and
put off from the thore ; this was fcarcely effe&-
ed, when his conjectures were proved to have been
well founded, by the appearance of a number of
armed people ifluing from the woods, exactly at
the {pot where our party had dined ; and necarly
at the fame inftant of time, the canoe was again
feen paddling round the point of the cove.

This condu&, on the part of the Indians, great-
1y attrafted the obfervation of the party, and
whiltt they were watching the motions of thefe
people, their attention' was fuddenly and moft

agreeably
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agreeably called to an object of more pleafing
concern; that of the boats under Mr. John-
ftone’s direction, coming within fight about two
miles diftant,

The ftratagem thus practifed by thefe Indians
is alone fufficient to fhew, that our apprehen-
fions on board, for the fafety of our abfent friends,
had not been without reafon; and it is one,
amongft many other circumftances, which taught
Jbutjuﬁ in time, for
the accomplithment of the arduous and hazar-
dous fervice in which we had been fo long en-

me to believe, that we were

gaged ; as the very unjuftifiable conduét of the
traders on this coaft, has encouraged the inhabi-
tants to attempt fuch adls of hoftility, that the
means we poffeffed to repel their attacks, would,
in all probability, have been infufficient for our
protection, had it been our lot to have tried the
experiment one year later.

On the fight of the two other boats all the
Indians difappeared, and our two parties were not
long before their forces werc united. It was im-
mediately underftood that Mr. Johnftone had
examined the coaft from cape Decifion to this
ftation. On' this occafion Mr. Whidbey re-
marks, that it is not poflible for language to det
feribe the joy that was manifefted in every coun-
tenance, “on thus meeting their’ comrades and
fcllow-adventurers, by which happy circum-

D3 ftance’
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ftance, a principal object of the voyage was
brought to a conclufion; and the hearty con-
gratulations that were mutually exchanged by
three cheers, proclaxmed not only the plcafure
that was felt in the accomplithment of this
laborious fervice, but the zeal with yvhich it had
been carried into cxecution, and the laudable
pride that had been entertained by both parties,
in having been inftrumental to the attainment
of fo grand an object.

The little f{quadron now proceeded to a cove
about avleague to the weftward, where they took
up their abode for the night. In the courfe of
the ¢vening no {mall portion of facetious mirth
pafled amongft the fcamen, in confequence of
our having failed from old England on the Jirft of
April, for the purpofe of difcovering a north-weft
paflage, by following up the difcoveries of De
Fuca, De Fonte, and a numerous train of hypo-
thetical navigators.

Early in the morning of the 17th both parties
fat out on their return to port Conclufion, and
being favored with a frefh gale from the S. E,
.thcy made great progrefs under fail,

In the cvent of the two parties meeting, and
confequently a ﬁmﬂnng ftroke being put to thc
cxamination of the thores of North- Weft Ame-
rica, within the limits of my commiffion ; Mr
Whidbey had my dire&ions to take poﬁ"cfﬁon of

the
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the faid eontinent, from New Georgia north-
weftward to cape Spencer, as alfo, of all the ad-
jacent iflands we had difcovered within thofe
limits ; in the name of, and for, His Britannic
Majefty, his heirs, and fucceflprs: this, on the
parties ftopping to dine, was carrigd into execu-
tion ; the colours were difplayed, the boats’
crews drawn up under arms, and pofleffion taken
under the difcharge of three yollies of mufketry,
with all the other formalities ufual on fuch occa-
fions, and a double allowance of grog was ferved
to the refpective crews, for the purpofe of drink-
ing His Majefty’s health, The happy meeting
of the two parties, having taken place on the
birth-day of His Royal Highnefs Frederick Duke
of York, the found in which they met I honored
with the name of PRiNcEFREDERICK s SoUND,
and the adjacent continent, north-we{tward from
New Cornwall to Crofs found, with that of New
NorFoLXK.

From hence the boats made the beft of their
way to the veflels, without any particular oecur-
rence, unti] they arrived at port Conclufion, when
the wind blowing very hard from the fouthward,
brought with it a heavy confufed fea, which,
with the meeting of the tides, produced a kind
-of race. Here the boats, for fome time, were in
a moft critical fituation, but by the great exer-
-tions of their crews, they were at length pre-

D1 ferved,
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ferved, and arrived fafe, as has been before re-
lated. ’

It now remains to recount the circumftances
attendant on Mr. Johnftone’s expedition ; who,
from cape Decifion, found the exterior coaft firt
take a direction N. 30 W. about three leagues,
and then N. 10 W, about the fame diftance, to
the north point of'a harbour about a mile wide ;
the intermediate thore, between it and cape De-
cifion, has in it ‘many fmall-opcn bays, and at
fome diftance from it, lie ‘many rocks. This
{tation was reached in the afternoon of the 3d,
the harbour was found free and ealy of accefs,
by keeping near the fouthern thore; in general it
is about a mile wide. At firft it takes a north-
eaft courfe for about a league, and then termi-
natesina 8. S. E. dire&ion, about a league fur-
ther, having fome iflets and. rocks in it, notwith-
ftanding which it affords very excellent fhelter,
with foundings from 17 to 34 and 12 fathoms
water. It is conveniently fituated towards the
ocean, has its north point in latitude 569 174k,
longitude 225° 58', and obtained the name of
Porr MaLmEesBUry. Its north point, which
I have called Peint Hargris, is rendered very
remarkable, by its being a projecting point, on
which is a fingle hill, appearing from many
points of view like an. ifland, with an iflet and
fome rocks.extcnding near a mile to the fouth-

welt
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weft of it. North from hence, three miles and
an half, and then N. N. E. about the {fame dif-
tance, 1s the fouth point of a large bay, full of
innumerable iflets and rocks, with a great num-
ber of very fmall branches in various dire¢tions;
its examination occupicd much time, and its
fouthern extremity reached to the latitude of 56°
15/, longitude 226° 15'; its eaftern branch to
latitude 56° 28/, longitude 226° 18'; and its
northern extremity to latitude 56° 33/, longitude
226°12°. Between the twolatter the party met
with about a dozen of the natives, who cccupied
a fingle habitation on the fhore, and ere the
firft people Mr. Johnftone's party had feen on this
expedition. The 5th was very ftormy, with
much rain, but the 6th was tair and plca{dnt,
which enabled them to finith the ezamination
of this intricate found, and in the evening they
reached its nor.t‘r;-wcﬁ: point of entrance, which
I called Point Ercvis, where they remained
during the night. It 1s fitwated 1n latitude 500
31, longitude 225° 56/, This alfo forms the
fouth-eaft point of another fmall inlet, which is
equally intricate, and as much incominoded with
iflets and rocks. The examination of this em-
ployed the whole of the 7th, It forms a narrow
arm, extending from point Lilis I, 56 E. for ten
miles, where it terminates,  Here they found a
fingle houfe, fimilar to that before meniioned,

and
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and containing about as many inhabitants. From
hence they returned along the northern fide of
this arm, from half a mile to half a league in
width, and about feven miles from its head to its
north point, which forms alfo the fouth point of
a bay or inlet, full of iflets and rocks, the north
point of which, called by me Point SuLLivAN,
lics in latitude 56° 38, longitude 225° 514,
From point Sullivan the fhores were lefs rocky,
and became firm and compadt, taking a direc-
tion N. 9 W. thirteen miles, to a confpicuous
point, which after Vice Admiral Kingimill, ob-
tain-d the name of Poixy Kixagssirne, From
this point, which is the fouth point of the fpa-
cious inlet, up which Mr. Whidbey had purfued
his refearches to the north-eaftward ; the fhores
trended N. 47 E. fix miles and a half to another
point, which 1 called PorxT CorNwALLIs, and
which forms the- fouth-weft point of entrance
into an arm leading to the fouth-eaft. The fpace
between thefe two poitits 1s occupied by twe
bays, cach taking a fouth-eafterly dire@ion, from
a mile to halfa league wide, and four or five
miles deep, in which as ufual along the coaft
were many iffets and dangerous rocks. The ex-
amination to this extent, employed the party
uatil the 10th in the morning, when they quit-
ted the main inlet, and purfued the arm leading
to the fouth-caftward, which firt took a direc-

tion
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tion S. 68 E. for nine miles, and then S. 26 E.
for feven miles and a half further; here abranch
was entered -about half a league wide, that took
2S.S. W. direftion for about eight miles, where
it terminated!in latitude 56° 38%. The thores
of the fouthern parts of this branch, which I have
diftinguithed by the name of Port CaMbEN,
are pretty free from iflets and rocks, but thofe to
the north-weft of it, are lined with them, and
render the approaching of it extremely dangerous.
The termination of this branch reaches in a north
and fouth direétion, within about two miles of
the north-eaft extent of the {mall inlet which the
party had examined on the 7th, and in the fame
line, within about four miles of the northern part
of that which had engaged them on the 5th and
6th. So very tedioufly and {lowly were our re-
fearches carried into effeét in this very broken
and extraordinary region !

At the head of the laft mentioned branch was
a {mall Indian village confifting of three houfes,
and containing about forty or fifty perfons. On
meeting fome of the Indians here who had becn
feen in the fouthern branches, it gave rifc to an
opinion, that fome fmall paflage exifted which
had efcaped the notice of the party; but this
Mr. Johnftone obferves was foon explained by
the Indians who took up their canoe, and point-
ing to a fmall valley in a foutherly direction,

" made
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made figns that could not be miftaken, that they
had walked, and had brought their canoe, over
the ifthmus. The next morning, although very
wet and hazy, they returned along the eaftern
fide of this arm, and pafled its north-eaft paint,
which from the head lies about N. N. E. at the
diftance of ahout four leagues, near which are
fome rocks. The party immediately -entered
another branch, abegit the fame breadth, which
took firft a dire&ion S. 68 E. for about five miles,
and then turned irregularly round to the fouth-
ward. The weather being clear about noon, the
obferved latitude was found to be 56° 42/, lon-
gitude 226° 25, The branch in which they had
thus advanced, although two thallow and rocky
for the paffage of any veflels larger than boats or
canocs, and even for them intricate and dan-
gerous, would not have been further examined,
had not the tide been found running in a very
contrary dire&ion, to that which had been ob-
ferved at its entrance, the flood tide here fetting
to the northward.  This circumftance gave rife
toan opinion, that this branch would be found to
communicate with the madn inlet they had left
under Mr. Wi hidbey’s examination extending to
the norfh eaft; and thould it make the inter-
mediate Vcry broken land an ifland, it would
greatly facilicate their furvey of what they fup-
po‘gd to be the continental thore,

This
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This hope induced Mr: Johnftone to perfevere,
but inftead of the channel ftretching to the eaft-
ward as it was wifhed, and expected to do, it ex-
tended to the weftward of fouth, and communi-
cated with a bay in the north-weft part of Cla-
rence's ftrait, which had been examined by Mr.
Johnftone on the 11th of September, 17¢3; but
this communication was not at that time afcers
tained, in confequence of the numecrous iflets,
rocks, and fhoals, that exift in that bay, and ren-
der it intirely unnavigable for fhipping. The
party now diftinétly faw port Protection and the
adjacent fhores, and having taken the neceilary
angles that their further {urvey would demand,
they returned by the way they had arrived; but
the progrefs of the boats was rendered very flow
by the numberlefs rocks and iflets, and the ex-
amination of the feveral little bays inta which the
fhores werc broken.  To the eaftward were fecn
high diftant mountains covered with fnow, but
the land in their neighbourhood was, compara-~
tively fpeaking, low, of a very uneven furfacc,
much divided by water, and covered with wood.
Mr. Johnftone unwilling to loofe any advantage
that prefented itfelf, ftopped but a thort time on
the night of the 12th, 1n order that he might
take the benefit of the flood the next morning,
which' returning about half atter one, they pro-
ceeded with it clofe along the caftern thore round

C\"Cl"y
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every cove and corner ; for they could not by any
other mode have determined its boundary, as they
were at this time furrounded by a very thick fog,
that obfcured every diftant obje& until about ten
in the forencon, when a freth wefterly breeze
brought fair and clear weather, and difcovered
their fituation to be near the weft point of a
fmall branch, in latitude 56° 507, longitude 226°
16. The adjacent thores in all directions, but
particularly to the north-weft, were lined with
ilets and rocks, that extended nearly two miles
into the opening, which was here about two
leagues acrofs.

This branch about a mile wide ftretched about
five miles in an eaftwardly direction, and there
it terminated ; but before the party had reached
this extent, Mr. Johnftone ftates, that the re-
mains of no lefs than eight deferted villages were-
feen; fome of them were more decayed than
the others, but they were all uniformly {ituated
on the fummit of fome precipice, or fteep infular
rock, rendered by nature almoft inacceflible, and
by art and great labour made a ftrong defence;
which proved, that the inhabitants had been
fubject to the incurfions of hoftile vifitors. Thefe
fortified places were well conftructed with a
ftrong platform of wood, laid on the moft elevated
part of the rock, and projecting o far from its
{ides as to overfpread the declivity. The edgeof

the
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the platform was furrounded by a barricade raifed
by logs of wood placed on each other. In the
vicinity of thefe ruins were many fepulchres or,
tombs, in which dead bodies were depofited.
Thefe were made with a degree of neatnefs fel-
dom exhibited in the building of their habita-
tions. A wooden frame was raifed about ten
feet from the ground, the upper half of which
was 1nclofed, and in the open part below in
many, though not in all of them, was placed a
canoe ; the flooring of the upper part was about
five feet from the ground, and above that the
fides and top were intirely clofed in with boards,
within which were human bodies in boxes wrap-
ped up in tkins or in matting. Thefe repofito-
ries of the dead, were of different fizes, and fome
of them contained more bodies than the others;
in the largeft there were not more than four or
five, lying by the fide of each other, not one ap-
pearing to be placed-above the reft; they were
generally found near the water fide, and very
frequently on fome confpicuous point.  Many of
thefe facred monuments feemed to have been
erected a great length of time, and the moft an-
cient of them had evidently been repaired and
ftrengthened by additional fupporters of morc
modern workmanthip. Hence 1t would appear,
that whatever might be the enmity that exifted
between the feveral tribes when living, their re-
mains
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mains when dead were refpected and fuffcred to
reft quietly and unmolefted.

Having fatisfied their curiofity in thefe re-
{peéts, and having gained the head of the arm;
they ftopped to dine in a cove a little way from
its termination. Hitherto the party had not
feen any of the natives, but at this time they
were vifited by feveral who came chiefly from
the head of the arm, where they muft have been
fecreted, or they could not have efcaped being
noticed. The number of thefe people accumu-
lated very faft, and in a very little time, they
amounted to upwards of an hundred, amongft
whom were a chief, and feveral of the Indians
feen at the ifthmus on the preceding Thurfday
and Sunday. Whatever might be the real inten~
tion, or the difpofition of thefe firangers, their
numbers and general appearance, induced Mr.
Johnftone to defire them to keep at a greater
diftance ; this the Indians did not feem inclined
to do, although every fign to that effe& v&*aé
made, and our party armed in readinefs for their
defence.  As their numbers increafed, fo were
they encouraged to advance; an fome mufkets
being fired they ftopped for a thort time, but
foon again foilowed the boats as they returned
down the arm, kecping juft without the reach of
mufketry. Although thefe people had amongft
them {ome guns, and were otherways well armed

with
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with their native weapons, Mr. Johnftone did
not impute to them any hoftile intention, but
attributed the ardour with which they had ftriven
to join our party, to a defire of bartering away
their fea otter tkins, of which they appeared to
have many, for European commodities. The
fituation of the party on this occafion was in a
very confined place, and beihg furrounded by
fuch a tribe of armed Indians, with reafon to ap-
prehend there might be others at no great dif_
tance, it became prudent to avoid, if poffible, a
nearer intercourfe, by which alone the true fpirit’
of their defign could have been known, and in
which they muft have been greatly interefted, as
they continued to follow the boats, until after
they had gained a more open fituation. One of
the canoes now advanced before the reft, in
which -a chief ftood in the middle of it, plucking
the white feathers from the rump of an eagle,
and blowing them into the air, accompanied by
fongs and other expreflions, which were received
as tokens of peace and friendthip. The cano¢
was now permitted to come alongfide Mr. John-
ftone’s boat, to whom the chief inftantly pre-
fented a fea otter 1kin, for which Mr. Johnftone
made him a fuitable return, with every expreffion
likely to be underftood of his pacific difpofition;
the Indians feemed to be fincere in their profef-
fions alfo, as they now cameg to the boats uns

Vor. VI, E armed,
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armed, and with the utmoft confidence in their
Aecurity. Expteflions of mutual friendfhip were
now exchanged, and oh its ‘being fignified to the
chief; that as night was approaching the canoes
fhould ne long‘ef follow the boats, he returned
to the reft of his countrymen; but they fhll
continued to paddle after our boats until a muf-
ket or two were difcharged, when they all drop-
ped a-ftern and were no more feen.

However fatisfaGtory the latter part of the
natives” condu& may appear to be, as to their
friendly intentions, yet a diftruft which prudence
on fuch occafions ought always to fuggeft, in-
duced Mr. Johnftone to proceed as far as he con-
veniently could before he ftopped for the night ;
but as the fhore was quite fteep and compact
they continued to row until after midnight, when
they came to a grapnel, and refted in the boats.
This day had proved extremely fatiguing to the
people; as they had been nearly the whole of the
twenty-four heurs on their oars. In this route
they had reached the main arm of Prince Fre-
derick’s found, and had found the thores to form
a large rounding; though not lofty promontory,
in which were feveral {mall open bays, and near
it feveral detached rocks. This promontory ob-
tained the nime of PoinT MACARTNEY, the
weftern extremity of which is fituated in lati-
tude 57° 1%, longitude 226°12'. From  hence

the
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the fhore trends- N. 15 E. about a league, where
the width of the found is about feven miles
acrofs, in a direction N. 47 W. to point Nepean.
From this ftation N. 28 E., at the diftance of
-about a league and a half lies a {mall ifland,
with patches of rocks from this point reaching
nearly to its thores. The promontory ftill took
a rounding direétion about N. 65 E., five miles
further, from whence the fouthern thore of the
found extends N. 75 E. {feventeen miles, to the
weft point of a fmall cove, the only opening in
the fhore from point Macartney ; but off the
little projeding points between this cove and
that point, are detached rocks lying at no great
diftance from the thore. This extent was not
reached until the afternoon of the.16th, .in con-
fcquence of the wind blowing hard from the
caftward, attended with a heavy rain, againft
which they contended with their utmoft exer-
tions, left the exhaufted ftate of their provifions
thould oblige them to retire before they could
join the other party. This cove extended S. 34
E. about a league, where it terminated, .and ac-
cording to our furvey, formed a narrow ifthmus
between it and the head of Duncan’s channel,
about two miles acrofs in a northern direction ;
and is another ftriking inftance of the very ex-
tenfive, and extraordinary infular ftate of the
segion lying before the weftern coaft of the

E2 American
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American continent, between the 47th and 59th
degrees of north latitude.

Having dined, the party tefumed their furvey
along the fouthern fide of the found, which took
nearly an eaft diretion. They had not far ad-
vanced, when about five in the evening they had
the joyful fatisfaction of meeting Mr. Whidbey
and his party as before recited.

Mr. Johnftone ftated, that the part of the
coaft that had claimed his attention during his
laft excurfion is 4 peninfula, conne@ed with the
more eaftern land by the laft mentioned narrow
ifthmus, and that it is by no means fo high or
mountainous as the land compofing the adjacent
countries on the oppofite or north-eaftern fide of
the found, which at no great diftance confifted
of Véry lofty, rugged, dreary, barren mountains,
covered with ice and fnow ; but that the land
compofing the peninfula was chiefly of moderate
height, and produced a noble foreft of large and
ftately pine trees of clean and ftraight growth,
amongft which were a few beiry buthes and
fome alders. The fhores along the bays and
arms they had vifited were in general low, and
prefented a probability that if the wood were
cleared away, the foil of the country might
be advantageoufly employed under cultivation.
Thefe bays and arms abounded with a greatet
number of falmon and fea otteérs, than Mr. John-

ftone
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ftone had obferved oniany other part of the
coaft ; and as they were found in the greateft
abundance at the heads of thofe places, it was
inferred that falmon, and other {mall fith, form
a large proportion of the food of the fea otters,
which are thus induced to frequent thefe inland
channels, to which at this feafon of the year fuch
fithes refort.

Mr. Whidbey in his obfervations on Admi-
ralty ifland, remarks, that notwithftanding this
ifland feemed to be compofed of a rocky fub-
ftance covered with little foil, and that chiefly
confifting of vegetablesin an imperfe@ ftate of
diffolution, yet like the peninfula juft adverted.
to, it produced timber, which he confidered as
fuperior to any he had before noticed on this fide
of America, He alfo ftates, that in his two laft.
excurfions feveral places were feen, where the.
acean was evidently incroaching very rapidly on
the land, and that the low barders extending
from the bafe of the mountains to the fea fide,
had, at no very remote period of ti(mc:, produced
tall and \flately timber; as many of their dead
trunks were found ftanding ere&, and ftill rooted
faft in the ground, in different ftages of decay ;
thofe being the moft perfed that had been the
leaft fubje& to the influence of the falt water,
by which they were furrounded on every flood
‘tide: fuch had been the incroachment of the

E 3 ocean
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ocean on thefe thores, that the ﬂlortpr ftumps
in fome inftances at low water mark, were even
with, or below the furface of the fea.

This fame appearance ‘has been noticed before
n port Chalmers, and ‘on this occafion Mr.
Whldbey quotes other inftances of {imilar in-
croachments not only 1n Prince William’s found,
but alfo in Cook’s inlet; where he obferved
fimilar effe&s on the fhores, and is of opinion
from thefe evidences, that the fhallow banks
occupying 0 large a part of Gray’s harbour, have
recently been produced by the operation of one
and the fame caufe : and it is not lefs reafonable:
to conclude, that the waters of the North Pa-
cific, have; poﬁibly for ages, had a general ten-
dency to produce the fame effe&, on all the coaft
comprehended within the limits before men-
tioned. ’

A return of fair and clear weather on the 18th
enabled them to fee that large tra& of broken
land lying between-Crofs found and cape Om-
maney, which has been defcribed as having a
range of high mountains capped with fnow ex-
tending through it; but from thefe {tll con-
tinuing to have the appearance of being difunited
n fcveral placcs, it tended to corroborate our
former oplmon ; and although as before we had
not had an- opportunity of afcertaining the fa&,
I have been induced to confider the country as

being
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being divided into many iflands, and have for
that reafon termed it an archipelago. The ftrait
that feparates this land from the eaftern ihore,
which after Lord Chatham, I have called Crar-
HaM STRAIT, Mr. Whidbey confiders as likely
to be one of the moft profitable places for pro-
curing the {kins of the fea otter, on the whole
coaft; not only from the abundance obferved in
the poffeflion of the natives, but from the im-
‘mcnfe number of thofe animals, feen about the
{hores in all dire&tions. Here the fea otters were
in fuch plenty that it was cafily in the power of
the natives to procure as many as they chofe to
be at the trouble of taking. I was alfo given to
underftand by Mr. Brown of the Jackal, who
followed us through thefe regions, that the fea
otter’s fkins which he procured there were of an

cxtrer‘ﬁcly fine quality.
The principal obje¢t which His Majefty ap-
pears to have had in view, in direing the un-
\'dertaking of this voyage having at length been
completed, I truft the precifion with which the
furvey of the coaft of North Weft America has
been carried into effe@, will remove every doubt,
and fet afide every opinion of a north-weff paf-
_fage, or any water communication navigable for
thipping, exifting between the North Pacific, and
the interior of the American continent, within
the limits of our refearches. The difcovery that
Ea no
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no fuch communication does exift has been zea-
loufly purfued, and with a degree of minutenefs
far exceeding the letter of my commiffion or
inftruions; in this refpe@ I might poflibly
have incurred the cenfure of difobedience, had I
not been intrufted with the moft liberal, difcre-
tionary orders, as being the fitteft and moft likely
means of attaining the important end in quef-
tion.

The very detached and broken region that lics
before fo large a portion of this coaft, rendered a
minute examination altogether unavoidable : this
had frequently the good effect of facilitating the
labours of our furvey, by its leading us through
narrow, fhallow, intricate channels, which cut
off extenfive tracts of broken land, and by thus
fhewing their feparation from the continent, their
further examination became unimportant to the
object of our inquiry.

For this reafon I have confidered it effential
to the illuftration of our furvey, to ftate véry
¢xadtly not only the track of the veflels when
navigating thefe regions, but likewife thofe of
the boats when fo employed, as well when I was
prefent myfelf, as when they were conducted by
Mr. Whidbey or Mr. Johnftone, on whom the
execution of that laborious and dangerous fervice
principally fell, and to whom I feel myfelf in-
debted for the zeal with which thcy engaged in

1t
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it on all occafions. The perufal of thefe parts of
our voyage to perfons not particularly interetted,
I.am confcious will afford but little_entertain-
ment ; yet I have been induced to give a detailed
account, inftead of an abftra&, of our proceed-
ings, for the purpofe of illuftrating the charts
accompanying this journal; of fhewirg the
manner in which our time day by day had been
employed ; and, for the additional purpofe; of
making the hiftory of our tranfadtions on the
north-wefl coaft of America, as concluffve as pof~
Jible, againft all fpeculative opinions refpecting
the exiftence of a Ayperborean or mediterranean
occan within the limits of our furvey.

I fhaill now conclude the account of our tranf-
actions at this place by the infertion of fuch
aftronomical and nautical obfervations as were
made during the time we pafled at this ftation.

On the 2d of Auguft in port Conclufion the
chronometers fhew the following longitudes, viz.
Arnold’s No. 14, 225° 37; Arnold’s No. 176,
225° 38; and Kendall’s, 225° 34’ 307 the true
longitude being 225° 37 30", it appeared that
Arnold’s No. 14 was 30’ to the weftward, Ar-
nold’s No. 176, 30’ to the eaftward, and Ken-
dall’s 2/ 30" to the weftward of the true lon-
gitude.

By eighteen fets of obfervations taken between
the 2d and 18th of Auguft on fhore with the

artificial
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artificial ‘horizon, Arnold’s No. 14 was found to
be faft of mean time at Greenwich at noon on

i

the 18th of Auguft —  4h38 13" 30"
And to be gaining on mean
time per day at the rate of, 24 00
Arnold’s No.176, faft of meantime
at Greenwich on ditto 10 13 33 00
And gaining per day at the rate
of, —_ — 49 37
Kendall’s faft of mean time at
Greenwich on ditto 9 8 30 00
And gaining per day at the rate -
of, —_ — 26 11

The mean variation by two
compafles and eighteen fets of ob-
fervations, differing from 24° ¢
to 27° 10/, was — 25° 30!

The latitude of the place of
obfervation by four meridional al-
titudes, taken on fhore with the
artificial horizon — 50 14 55

BOOK
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BOOK THE SIXTH.

PASSAGE TO THE SOUTHWARD ALONG THE WESTERN
COAST OF AMERICA; DOUBLE CAPE HORN ; TOUCH
AT ST. HELENA; ARRIVE IN ENGLAND.

CHAPTER I
Depart from Port Conclufion—Arrival at Nootha—
Tranfactions there—Vifit Maquinna at Tah-
Sheis—Afironomical Obfervations for correcting
the Survey between Cape Donglas and Cape
Decifion.

HE preparations that had been made for

our departing immediately on the rcturn

of the boats, proved of little importance, as the
S. E. gale which commenced on the day of their
arrival, continued with little variation to blow
very violently from the direction in which I pur-
pofed to fieer, attended with very heavy rain,
and thick foggy weather until Friday the 22d
in the evening, when the atmofphere became
fomewhat clearer, and the wind more moderate.
Although 1t continued to be contrary to our
purfuit, yet being completely tired of remaining
in this inactive folitary fituation, I determined to
put to fea, and with the Chatham departed from
port Conclufion. We plied towards the ocean,

but
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but made little progrcfs, as we were ftill attended
by adverfe winds and thick foggy weather.

It was not until the morning of Sunday the
9.4th that we reached the open ocean, in ac-
complithing of which, we were in imminent
danger of lofing the veflels about twelve o’clock
the preceding night, by being driven on cape
Ommaney. The faint variable winds, and the
great irregularity of the tides, fat us fo near to
that promontory, and the rock that lics near it,
that it required our utmoft efforts in towing to
keep the veflels off from the land, and confe-
quently from the inevitable deftruétion that muft
have followed. A very heavy weftern fwell at
this time broke with great fury not half a mile
from us; and as no anchorage, or even bottom
could be found, our fituation for fome time was
moft ferioufly alarming; from which however,
we were moft providentially extricated, by a
gentle breeze pringing up from the N. W. when
in the moft perilous and critical ftate that can be
imagined.

This breeze by two in the morning, enabled
us to gain a fufficient diftance from the fthore, to
qllow the boats, which had been employed in
towing the fhip from the rocks, to be taken on
board. In the execution of this bufinefs we had
the misfortune of lofing Ifaac Wooden, one of

' the cutter’s crew, who unfortunately fell over-
board ;
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board ; and although a boat was inftantly fent to
his affiftance, yet as he was no fwimmer, and as
in falling he unluckily ftruck his head againtt
the boat’s gunwale, he funk fo immediately that
no help could be afforded him. This poor fel-
low had affifted in moft of the boat excurfions,
was highly regarded by his comrades, and much
regretted by his officers; in fhort, he was a good

"man, and an aéive failor ; and to commemorate
his unexpeéted and melancholy fate, I named the
rock which lies off cape Ommaney, WoopEN’s
Rock.

At day-light we had a freth gale from the
N. W. and having now finally accomplithed fo
much of my commiffion, as appertained to the
difcovery of any navigable water communica-
tion, from the North Pacific into the interior of
the American continent, my attention became
directed to the adjuftment of thofe differences
that had arifen in my negociation with Sen"
Quadra as to the ceffion of Nootka ; under the
idea that a fufficient time had now elapfed, fince
the departure of Lieutenant Broughton, for the
arrival of the neceflary inftructions at that place,
by which I might be enabled to regulate my
future conduct, with refpe@ to the reftitution
of thofe territories to the dominion of our Moft
Gracious Sovereign.

Ih
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In this expe@ation our courfe was dire&ed
fouth-ealtward towards Nootka, pafling about
three leagues to the wc&ward of the Hazy
iflands ; thefe form a group of fmall rocky iflets
a league in extent, lying S. 7 E. at the diftance
of 10 leagues from cape Ommaney ; S. 62 W.
from cape Decifion; and three leagues weft from
Coronation ifland, which is the ncareft land to
them. At noon the fouthernmoft land 1n ﬁght,
being cape de St. Bartolom, forming the north
point of entrance into Puerto del Baylio Bucareli,
and difcovered by Sent Quadra in 1775, bore by
compafs 5. 87 E.; the ncareft thore was a con-
fpicyous promontory, which I diftinguithed by
the name of CAPE ApDINGTON after the fpeaker
of the Houfe of Commons, N. 73 E., diftant
four or five leagues; Warren’s ifland in the en-
trance of Clarence’s ftrait, N. g E.; mount
Calder,N. 1 E.; Coronation ifland from N.13 W,
to N.30W.; and cape Ommaney, N. 44 W.
In this fituation the obferved latitude was 55°
29Y, and the longitude, agrceabiy to the poﬁtion
of feveral confpicuous ftations as fixed by former
obfervations, and now very accurately corref] pond—
ing, was found to be 225° 58’ ; but by the chro-
nometers, allowing their rate and error as afcer-
tained at port Conclufion, the longitude was by
Kendall's chronometer 226° 4/, by Arnold’s No.
14, 226° 8’ 45”, and by No. 176, 226° 15' 307;
hence
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hence it would appear, that fome alteration in
their rate of going had taken place fince the laft
obfervations were made in port Conclufion, on
the evening of the 18th ; and particularly in No.
176, which it is neceflary to remark, had been
there taken on thore for the purpofe of obfer-
vation.

In the afternoon we pafled cape del St. Bar-
tolom, which, according to our obfervations, is
fituated in latitude 55° 124/, longitude 226° 34
From this cape, in a diretion S. 21 E. at the
diftance of 14 miles, and 12 miles from the
neareft part of the contiguous thore, lies a very
low flat rocky iflet, furrounded by rocks and
breakers, that extend fome diftance from it;
from thefe circumftances, and from its being fo
far diftant from the main land, it is rendered one
of the moft dangerous impediments to naviga-
tion that we had met with on the exterior coaft;
and hence it obtained the name of the Worr
Rocx. S.11W. from thisrock, at the diftance
of three leagues, lies a fmall high iland, named
by Mz. Dixon, Forrefter’s Ifland ; between thefe
we . pafled, and fo far as we became acquainted
with the channel, it appeared to be clear and
free from interruption.

After peffing Forrefter’s ifland (Monday 25)
our courfe was dire¢ted towards the north-weft
point of Queen Charlotte’s iflands, with an in-

tention
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tention of examining their exterior coaft, for the
pdrpofc of corre@ing any error that might have
occurred in our former furvey ; but this we were
unable to accomplifh, on account of the thick
hazy or foggy weather which for the moft part
obfcured the land from our view, and when
vifible, it was feen but indiftinétly. This wea-
ther was attended by calms, or light variable
winds, {o adverfe to our purfuit, that it was not
until Monday the 1ft of September, that we
gained fight of the wefternmoft of Scot’s iflands.
At noon this ifland bore by compafs N. 8 E.
and our obferved latitude being 50° 21, fhewed
the longitude to be 230° 35’; but by the chro-
nometers allowing the rate as before ftated, Ken-
dall's chronometer gave 230° 46’ 45"; Arnold’s
No. 14, 230° 45’ 45”; and No. 176, 231°0’ 15",
Now, although we were not pofitively certain as
to the identical part of the ifland to which thefe
calculations applied, (it being but juft vifible in
the horizon) yet, concluding the longitude as had
been afcertained by its bearings, and the ob-
ferved latitude of the thip to be moft corre® :
the former opinion, that the chronometers had
varied fince our laft obfervations by them in port
Conclufion, was now very much ftrengthened,
as we were thoroughly convinced that no error,
cither in making the prefent or any of the former
obfervations, had taken place; the moft parti-

cular
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cular care and attention having ever been ob-
ferved throughout the whole voyage on all fuch
occafions.

The wind at N. W, gradually increafed to a
gentle gale, accompanied by clear and pleafant
weather, which brought us by fix in the evening
of the following day, Tuefday the 2d, to an an-
chor in Friendly cove, Nootka found ; here we
found His Catholic Majefty’s armed veflels the
Princiffa, Aranfafu, and the St. Catlos, belonging
to the eftablifhment at St. Blas, with the Phoe-
nix bark, commanded by Mr. Hugh Moor, from
Bengal; the floop Prince le Boo, one of Mr.

§fown’s fquadron, commanded by Mr. Gordon

rém China, who had been employed in colle&-
ing furs during the fummer upon this coaft,
_moftly to the northward of Nootka; befide
thefe Englith traders, was the Wathington, J.
Kendrick, commander, of Bofton in America;
‘who had been employed in the fame purfuit, but
whofe veflel was now under repair.

The Princifla commanded by Sen® Fidalgo
had arrived from St. Blas only the day bhefore,
and had brought hither Brigadier General Don
Jofe Manuel Alava, colonel of the regiment of
Puebla, and governer of Nootka.

The appointment of this gentleman as gover-
nor of Nootka had taken place in confequence
of the death of our highly valuable and much

Vor. VI F efteemed
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efteemed friend Sen' Quadra, who in the month
of March had died at St. Blas, univerfally la-
mented. Having endeavoured, on a former
occafion, to point out the degree of admiration
and refpe@ with which the conduct of Senr
Quadra towards our little community had im-
prefled us during his life, I cannot refrain, now
that he is no more, from rendering that Juﬁ?lCC
to his memory to which it is fo amply intitled,
by ftating, that the unexpe&ed melancholy event
of his deceafe operated on the minds of us all, in
a way more eafily to be imagined than defcribed ;
and whilft it excited our moft grateful acknow-
ledgments, it produced the deepeft regret for the
lofs of a chara&er {6 amiable, and fo truly orna-
mental to civil fociety.

The Difcovery having in the courfe of the
day greatly outfailed the Chatham, the latter did
not arrive until after dark ; for this reafon, our
formal vifit to the governor was deferred until
the day following. Mr. Puget had come down
the coaft from Woody point, much nearer to the
fhore than we had done; and from him I learned
that between the entrance of the found, and the
breakers which are about feven or eight miles to
the weftward of it, he had met with much fea-
weed ; growing about two miles from the thore
in very irregular depths of water, from five to
ten fathoms, rocky bottom, until within about

two
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two miles of Friendly cove, when the fea-weed
difappeared, and the depth of water greatly in-
creafed.

On Wednefday morning the 3d; we waited
upon the governor, who ftill refided on board the
Princiffa, where we were'received by him and
Sen' Fidalgo with marks of the moft polite and
friendly attention. I was foon given to under-
ftand by Sen* Alava, that his-appointment to this
govérnmerit had taken 'place as above ftated for
the particular purpofe of finithing the pending
negociation, refpe&ing the ceflion of thefe terri-
tories; which, in confequence of the different
conftruétion put on the firft article of the Spa-
nith convention, of the twenty-eighth of O¢tober
1790, by the late Sen* Quadra and myfelf, had,
fince the month of September 1792, been intirely
fufpended. The prefent governor however was
ftill unprovided with the credentials neceflary for
finithing this bufinefs; but on his departure from
St. Blas in June; thefe documents were hourly
expeéted, and a veflel was waiting there in rea-
dinefs to be difpatched to this port, provided
they arrived in time for her reaching Nootka on
ot before the 15th of O&ober ; but in the event
of her not being able to effe@ a paflage by that
time, the was to repair to Monterrey. In confe-
quence of this arrangement Sen’ Alava purpofed
to remain here until that period thould arrive;

F2 and
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and as no communication from England, cither
of a public or private nature, had yet reached me,
I confidered it to be highly probable, that a du-
plicate of my inftrucions for the like purpofe

might be tranfmitted by the fame conveyance.
Under this impreffion, and the confideration
of many other circumftances relative to the fitua-
tion of both veffels, I thought it moft advifeable
to determine on remaining till that period with
Sen® Alava; indeed it was not very likely, from
the various important duties we had now to exe-
cute, with the inadequate means we poffefled for
doing fo, that we fhould be enabled to proceed
much before that time. Qur ftore of cordage
was completely exhaufted, nor had we a fathom
of rope but what was then in ufe; the whole of it
was much worn, and had been fpliced in feveral
places, and therefore it became neceflary to con-
trive fome means for procuring a fupply before
we could venture to fea again. The quantity
which our Spanifh friends, or the trading veflels
m this port, were likely to afford us, was very
inadequate to our neceffities, which obliged us to
refort to the expedient of converting fome of our
cables into cordage. This would neceffarily
prove a tedious bufinefs, efpecially as we had to
confiru® a machine for that purpofe. The
Chatham was not only in a fimilar predicament
with refpec to cordage, but fhe required caulk-

ing,
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ing, and immediate repair in fome of her plank,
that was found to be rotten. Both veflels de-
manded many, fpars to be cut and prepared ; the
fails and cafks ftood in need of great repair; and
it had become effentially important, that the ob-
fervatory thould be erected on fhore, for the pur-
pofe of afcertaining more pofitively the rate and
error of our chronometers, in order to corre our
furvey from cape Douglas to cape Decifion}; for
notwithftanding that I had little doubt in my
own mind of the mode that had been purfued,
yet I was fenfible that correfponding obferva-

tions at this place would be very fatisfa&tory.
With thefe objeéts in contemplation, our time
was not likely to be unprofitably employed; and
although I would gladly have poftponed the exe-
cution of thefe feveral tatks until our arrival in
a more fouthern clime, where we had reafon to
believe the weather would be more favorable to
our withes, and where the neceflary refrefhments
of which we all ftood fo much in need, might
have been procured in great abundance; yet it
would have been highly indifereet, and extremely
dangerous, for the veffels to have put to fea again,
until a fupply of cordage could be provided. In
addition to this, other circumftances feemed to
demand, that I thould remain within the reach
of any difpatches that might have been forwarded
through New Spain; which could enly be done
Fs by
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by ftaying here, or reforting to fome of the fouth-
crn Spanifh  fettlements, where we thould lofe
the advantage of procuring the fpars and plank
which were now required; and as moft of our
bufinefs muft have been ill executed on board
the veflels, I felt little encouragement, when I
refle@ed on the treatment we had experienced
the preceding year from the aéting governor of
California, to expe@ being indulged with per-
miffion for performing it on fhore, in any of the
ports under his jurifdiction. »

Thefe weighty confiderations induced me to
refolve on continuing at Nootka until all our im-
portant operations were completed; andifin the
mean time I fhould receive any inftruétions for
the government of my condudt, as tq the refti-
tution of thefe territories, by the expected Spanifh
packet, or by any other conveyance, I thould be
upon the fpot to act with Sep® Alava as the nature
of my orders might require,

I'took an early opportunity of reprefenting to,
Sen Alava our neceffitous  condition, and re-
quefted his permiffion to ere@® our obfervatory
and tents on thore, To this requeft he gave his
moft hearty concurrence, and feemed very ear-
neftly to regret, that the ftate of their eftablifh-
ment precluded him from adminiftering to our
wants in that eff &Gual manner, to which he was
prompted by his inclinations,

Sery
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Sen® Saavadra, who had remained in charge of
Nootka fince our former vifit, joined our party on
board the Princiffa, where the day pafled in mak-.
ing inquiries about the civilized world, and in
deploring the turbulent and unhappy ftate of Eu-
rope. The melancholy circumftances that had
been detailed by Mr. Brown, were now con-
firmed by thefe gentlemen to the clofe of the
year 1703 ; and we became much concerned by
the events that had happened, and alarmed at the .
fatal conicquences which it was natural to fups
pofe they muft produce.

TLe weather was gloomy with continual rain,
but it did not prevent Maguinna and Clewpaneloo,
with fome other chiefs, and a few of the natives,
from vifiting the veflels. The two former re-
ceived fuch compliments as were fuitable to their
rank, with which they were highly fatisfied ; and
the latter difpofed of a feanty fupply of fith at a
very exorbitant price.  Fith had become of great
value amongft thefe people, as, either from the
badnefs of the feafon during the preceding fum-
mer, or from their neglet and inattention in
providing their ufual fupply for the winter, they
had experienced the greateft diftrefs for want of
provifions during that period; and had nat Sen®
Saavadra adminiftered to their relief, many of
them would probably have fallen a facrifice to
the fcarcity, And although the provident care

F4 he
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he had taken was inadequate to all that was de-
manded of him, yet the affiftance he had been
able to afford them, was, much to the credit of
the natives, acknowledged by them with the
moft grateful expreffions.

The governor, Sen™ Fidalgo, Saavadra, and

fome others of the Spanifh officers, honored us
with a return of our vifit on Thurfday morning
the 4th ; but in confequence of our reduced ftock
of powder, I was under the neceflity of declining
the ufual ceremony of faluting, which was very
politely excufed and difpenfed with by the whole
party.
* The weather continued very rainy and un-
pleafant until Saturday morning the 6th, when
the clouds difperfed with a breeze from the weft-
ward, and the weather became clear and agree-
able. The tents, obfervatory, and inftruments,
were now fet on fhore; the fails dried and un-
bent, and our various fervices were putina train
for exccution, in which we were affifted by fome
Spaniﬁ1 caulkers and carpenters, who were em-
ployed on board the Chatham; and on Monday
following, the 8th, having conftruéed a machine,
we bcgan making rope from the materials of a
new bower cable.

Whiltt the wind continued in the weftern
quarter, it regularly died away every evening;
and though the night light airs prevailed from

the
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the land, which were fucceeded by the refrething
wefterly breeze from the fea in the day time,
accompanied by cheerful pleafant weather;
which, with the advantage of the fociety we here
met, made our time pafs as agreeably as could
well be expe@ed in thefe rude and diftant re-
gions.

On Wednefday the 10th the wind again blew
freth from the S. E. and exhibited another of
the very rare inftances of lightning and thunder
1n this country, which with torrents of rain con-
tinued moft of the night.

The wind returned again to the weftward on
Thurfday evening the 11th, and brought with
it fair and pleafant weather; with which the
Aranfafu failed for St. Blas, and through Sen®
Alava’s civility, I tranfmitted by this opportu-~
nity a letter to the Admiralty, ftating our having
accomplifhed the furvey of North Weft Ame-
rica, and the expedtation I was in of receiving
their final inftru&ions for the accomplithment of
the other objeéts of my commiffion.

Both wind and weather, as might reafonably
be expected on the approach of the autumnal
£quinox, became now very changeable; on the
13th the atmofphere was dark and gloomy, with
drifting thowers; and the wind from the S. E.,
which in the afternoon fuddenly fhifted to the
N, E., blew in heavy fqualls, accompanied by a

very
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very heavy fall of rain. Notwithftanding that the
wind came direé&ly from the land, yet towards
midnight, when the gale feemed to be at its
height, an extremely heavy {well rolled in from
the ocean, and broke with great fury on the
fhores of the found that were expofed to its in-
fluence ; and even thofe of this little cove were
by the furge greatly annoyed. This kind of wea-~
ther continued until Wednefday the 17th, and
much fetarded our feveral works, which could
not yet be confidered as in any ftate of forward-
nefs. The violence of the equinoctial gales from
this time feemed to have abated, and a feries of
fair weather, with regular land and fea breezes,
‘enabled our people to mhake all thé progrefs that
the tedious nature of their feveral labours would
permit.

Since our arrival we had occafionally been vi-
fited by Maquinna, Clewpaneloo, with fome of
the inferior chiefs, and many of the inhabitants,
who fold us a few fith, and brought to market
fome venifon ; but moft of thefe people had now
retired to their winter habitations up the found.
Thefe Sen' Alava exprefled a defire to vifit, and
-as we all knew that fuch an excurfion would be
highly flattering to Maguinna, and to the other
chiefs and people, a party was formed with three
:of our boats, and a Spanifh launch to carry the
Juggage. Notwithftanding that we were well

perfuaded
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perfuaded of the friendly difpofition of the na-
'tivcs, yet I confidered it neceflary that the boats
fhould be equipped for defence, as on all other
fuch occafions. The fettled flate of the wea-
ther had now not only favored and forwarded all
our tranfactions, but was extremely inviting to
the relaxation we had in view.

Sen® Alava and Fidalgo, with Mr. Menzies,
accompanicd me in the Difcovery’s yawl; Mr.
Puget, attended by fome of the officers of the
Chatham, was in the cutter ; Lieutenant Swaine,
with fome of the gentlemen of the Difcovery,
were in our large cutter ; and with thofe in the
Spanifh launch, our party confifted of fifty-fix
officers and men. No doubt was entertained
that Maquinna, who had been informed of the
honor intended him, would be in readinefs to
receive us, and for this reafon our courfe was firft
dire&ted towards Tahfheis, the place of his refi~
dence. But as we were not much affifted by
the wind, it was near fun-fet before we arrived
at a very pleafant fpot not far from Maquinna’s
village, where we pitched our tents; and as the
day was too far advanced, our ceremonial vifit
was deferred until the next day, and a meflage
to that effect was fent by Clewpaneloo, who had
attended us from the fhips.. But Magquinna,
whao with his people was in readinefs to receive.
us, inftantly difpatched a meflenger, requefting

) that
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that we would repair to his refidence that even-
ing. This however we thought proper to de-
cline, but in order that Maguinna might be fa-
tisfied of our intentions to vifit him in the morn-
ing, fome of the gentlemen walked to the vil-
lage, and explained to him, that it was the late-
nefs of the hour only that prevented our then
complying with his requeft.

Matters being comfortably arranged for the
night, centinels were-planted, as well to avoid
any furprize from the natives, as to prevent our
own people from ftraying to their habitations,
from whence difputes or mifunderftandings might
have arifen; firict orders were iflued to.this
effect, and being uniformly adhered to, the night
pafied without the leaft interruption.

‘After breakfaft on Friday morning the 26th,
we proceeded with the four boats to Tahfheis,
and were welcomed on our approach to the fhore
by a vociferous old man, exclaiming ¢« Waco/k,
Wacofh;” by which he meant to exprefs friend~
ihip, and the good intentions of the natives to-
wards us. Thefe fentiments being returned in
a fimilar manner by our party, we landed, and
were received by Maquinna and two of his bro-
thers, Whaclaffe puliz, and Tatoochfeatticus, with
repeated expreflions of ¢ Waco/h,” until we were
almoft ftunned with their gratulations. This
ceremony being concluded, we were condudted

through



1704.] ROUND THE WORLD. 77

through the village to Maguinna’s habitation,
where we were led to feats prepared and covered

with clean mats at the upper end of the houfe.
Having taken our feats, about thirty men be-
gan each to beat with a ftick on a hollow board,
in order to affemble the inhabitants of the vil-
lage to that fpot; this fummons being readily
obeyed, Maquinna informed the affembled crowd
with great carnefinefs, and in a fpeech of fome
length, that our vifit was to be confidered as
a great honor done to him, and that it had
taken place in confequence of the civil and or-
derly behaviour of all the inhabitants of the
found under his authority towards the Englith
and the Spaniards. This, he obferved, was not
the cafe with Wicananifh, or any other chief
whofe people committed alts of violence and
depredation on the veflels and their crews that
vifited their country; but that fuch behaviour
was not pradtifed at Nootka, and that for this
reafon they had been more frequently vifited :
by which means, their wealth in copper, clotli,
and various other articles of great value to them,
had been increafed far exceeding that of any of
their neighbours. He particularly mentioned
fome tribes, but by appellations we were not ac-
quainted with, over whom he feemed to con-
fider our vifit to him as a great triumph ; and
from his manner of {peaking, there evidently ap-
peared
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peared to exift rio fmall degree of jealoufy be-=
tween them. He then proceeded to enumerate
the various good qualities that marked the cha<
talet of the Spaniards and the Englith; that
both were ftrongly attached to himfelf and his
people, and that he hoped that we fhould be
much pleafed by being entertdined according to
their manner of recelving vifitors. '
The performers I believe were all in readinefs
without, and anxious to begin their part; for
the inftant' Maguinna had ceafed fpeaking, the
hollow board mufic recommenced, and a man
entered the houfe moft fantaftically drefled in a
wat garment, which reached to the calves of his
legs, but not below them; this was varioufly
ornamented, as was alfo his face with black and
red paint, fo that his features appeared to be
moft extravagantly diftorted, or, more properly
fpeaking; they were fearcely diftinguithable ; his
hair was powdered, or rather intirely covered
with the moft delicate whit¢ down of young
fea fowl, and in his hand he bore a mufket with
a fixed bayonet, making altogether a moft fa-
vage, though at the fame time a whimfical
figurc; this man was followed by about twenty
more, decorated with confiderable variety after
the fame fathion, but differently armed ; fome
like himfelf with mufkets, others with piftols,
{words, daggers, fpears; bows, arrows, fith 2125,
and
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and hatchets, feemingly with intent to difplay
their wealth and power, by an exhibition of the
feveral implements they poflefled, as well for the
ufe of war, as for obtaining the different necef*
faries of life.

This prepofterous group of figures was drawn
up before us; and notwithftanding we were pers
fectly fatisfied of the harmlefs and peaceable n-
tentions of thefe people, yet I believe there was
not one of our party intirely free from thofe fen-
fations which will naturally arife from the fight
of fuch unufual objects; whofe favage and bar-
barous appearance, was not a little augmented by
their actions and vociferous behaviour, accom-
panied by an exhibition, that confifted princi-
pally of jumping in a very peculiar manner. In
this effort the legs did not {feem to partake much
of the exertion, although they {fometimes raifed
themfelves to a. confiderable height; and we
underftood that thofe were confidered to be the
beft performers, who kept their feet conftantly
parallel to each other, or in one certain pofition,
with the leaft poflible inclination of the knees.
After thefe had finifhed their part, Maguinna per-
formed a mafk dance by himfelf, in which, with
great addrefs, he frequently and almoft imper-
ceptibly changed his mafk ; this {feemed to be a
very favourite amufement of his, as he appeared
to be in high fpirits, and ta take great delight in

the
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performance. The matks he had made choice
of, certainly did credit to his imagination in point
of whimfical effeé ; his drefs was different from
that worn by any of the other performers, con-
fiting of a cloak and a kind of fhort apron, co-
vered with hollow fhells, and fmall pieces of
copper fo placed as to ftrike againft each other,
and to produce a jingling noife ; which, being
accompanied by the mufic before defcribed as a
{ubftitute for a drum, and fome vocal exertions,
produced a favage difcordant notife, as offenfive to
the ear as the former exhibition had been to the
eye. But as the obje& of our vifit was a com-
pliment to Maguinna, a previous determination:
to be pleafed infured our plaudits, which were
bountifully beftowed, and received with great
pleafure and fatisfaction by the furrrounding fpec-
tators.

A paufe now took place in the entertainments,
which however was foon filled up, to the great
gratification of our hoft and his friends. The
prefents that had been provided for the occafion
were now exhibited to public view, confifting of
copper, blue cloth, blankets, ear thells, and a
variety of fmall articles of lefs value ; thefe were
feverally diftributed by Sen’ Alava and myfelf to
Maguinna and his relations, according to the
rank and confequence of each; in thefe tokens
of our friendthip we fucceeded fo well, that our

liberal
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liberal donations foon refounded through the
willage, and the glad tidings were received with
loud acclamations of applaufe. On thefe fube
fiding, we had a fecond vocal and inftrumental
performance, which concluded by a return from
Maguinna for the prefents we had made. In this
Magquinna did not perfonally appear; Wiaclaffe
pultz, a®ing as mafter of the ceremonies, firft
addrefled Sen' Alava in a fhort fpeech, refpe&-
ing the friendfhip that had fo long been eftab-
lithed between the Spaniards, and the tribes un-
der the authority of Maguinna, who, he faid, was
highly pleafed by the trouble he had taken in
paying him this diftant vifit; and that, as a proof
of Magquinna’s fincerity, he was then about to
make fome return for the repeated inftances of
friendfhip he had experienced, by placing a fea
otter fkin at the feet of Sen' Alava. 1 then re-
ceived a fimilar compliment, as did Sen® Fidalgo
and Mr. Puget, after which Sen’ Alava and my-
felf were each prefented with a fecond fea otter
fkin, which concluded the ceremonies of this
vifit.

The day was not yet far advanced ; and being
fair and pleafant, we amufed ourfelves in ftrolling
through the village; and found it, although ex-
tenfive, far from being numercufly inhabited.
This was accounted for by Maguinna, who ftated,
that many families weie ftill abfent, not having

Vor. VL. G yet



8% A YOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [sEPT.

yet procured their ftock of provifions for the en-
fuing winter feafon; at which time, if all their
habitations are fully occupied, its population can-
not be much lefs "than eight or nine hundred
perfons.  Maguinna's 'habitation was confider-
ably larger than any of the others, and had a
very fuperior advantage over them all by being
lefs filthy; it was at prefent net more than half
occupied, nor was it intirely covered in, though
it did not appear to have been recently erected ;
but we remained ignorant of the reafon why fo
large a proportion of the roof remained unfinith-
ed. The conftruétion of the Nootka houfes,
efpecially with refped to their infide, has been
fo fully treated by Captain Cook, as to preclude
any material addition from my pen; yet it is
fingularly remarkable, (although particularly re-
prefented in Mr. Webber's dravs}ing of the vil-
lage in friendly Cove) that Captain Cook thould
not have taken any notice whatever in his journal,
of the immenfg picces of timber which are raifed,
and horizontally placed on wooden pillars, about
eighteen inches above the roof of the largeft
houfes in that village; one of which pieces of
timber was of fize fufficient to have made a lower
maft for a.third rate man of war. Thc{e, to-
gether with the large images, were at that time
fuppofed to denote the habitation of the chief,
or principal perfon of the tribe; and the opiniomn

N thén
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then formed, has been repeatedly confirmed by
obfervations made during this voyage. One or
more houfes in many of the deferted villages, as
well as in moft of the inhabited ones we had
vifited, were thus diftinguithed. On the houfe
of Maguinna were three of thefe immenfe fpars;
the middle piece was the largeft, and meafured
at the but-end nearly five feet in diameter ; this
extended the whole length of the habitation,
which was about an hundred feet long. It was
placed on pillars of wood ; that which fupported
it within the upper end of the houfe was about
fifteen feet in circumference, -and on it ‘was
carved one of their diftorted reprefentations of a
gigantic human figure. We remained totally
unacquainted with the intention of, orthe pur-
pofe that was to be anfwered by, thefe fingular
roof trees; but it is natural to fuppofe that they
mutft be direfted to fome important obje&, as the
raifing of fuch immenfe mafles of timber twelve
or fourteen feet from. the ground, and placing
" them firmly on the pillars by which they are
fupported, muft, to a people fo totally devoid of
mechanical powers, be a moft tedious and labo-
rious operation.

Our curiofity being fatisfied, and our pockets
completely emptied by the unremitting folici-
tations of the inhabitants of Tahtheis, of the ftock,
of trinkets with which we had been provided,

G2 we



84 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [sEPT.

we proceeded to the upper end of the arm, which
afforded me an opportunity of explaining to
Senr Alava the manner, in which the numerous
channels and branches in the continent he had
feen delineated on our charts, terminated ; as this
ended in the fame way, by a low border of land
m the front of a valley, through which fome
fmall fireams of water were difcharged ; but the
adjacent fhores were mfinitely lefs high than we
had been accuftomed to obferve; where having
ftrolled a httle about in the {kirts of the woods,
we returned to our encampment. Here we found
Maguinna with feveral of our Tahfheian friends,
who were very folicitous that we fhould return
and partake in the evening of an entertainment
fimilar to that we had received ir the morning j
but as we had appointed to be at home on Sun-
day morning, and had promifed a vifit te our
friend Clewpaneloo at his principal refidence, called
Mooetchee, which was at a confiderable diftance
from Tahtheis, it was not in eur power to com-
ply with the civil folicitations of Maguinna and
his fraternity.

We were henored at dinner with the com-
pany of Magquiuna, mofk of his tamily, an'-d many
of the other chiefs; who, with the moft un-
equivoeal affurances of their friendfhip, and with
expreflions of the great pleafure they had derived

fronx
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from our vifit, bad us faréwell after dinner, and
we departed.

As Mooetchee is fituated near the upper part
of the next branch to the eaftward of Tahtheis
channel, our reute was dire®ed back by the way
we had come; and having reached in the even-
ing the dividing point of thefe two arms of the
fea, which is {ituated about N. 6 E. fix or feven
miles from Friendly cove, we pitched our tents
for the night, in order to have the day before us
for viﬁting Clewpaneloo, whofe habitation was
about feven or eight miles from us; towards
which place,after breakfaft, onSaturday morning
the 27th, we proceeded ; and as our vifit was not
intended to be a very long one, the Spanifh
Tautich was left in a pleafant fituation, in order
fo pitch the encampment, and provide a dinner
againft our return ; by which means our journey
to the thip the next day would be materially
thortened.  Our progrefs was not very rapid, as
both wind, and the ftream which I beliéve in
general runs down, were adver{e to our purfuit,
which was through a region fo wild and inhof-
pitable in its appearance, as occafioned Sen’
Alava frequently to exprefs his aftonifhment,
that it could ever have been an obje@ of con-
tention between our refpective fovercigns. The
fhores either conflituted impenetrable forefts,
ptoduced from the fiffutes of a rugged rocky

G3 country,
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country, or were formed by ftupendous barren
precipices, rifing perpendicularly from the water
to an immenfe height ; fo that, excepting the ice
and catara@®s to which we had been accuftomed
in many other inftances, Sen' Alava was enabled
from this fhort excurfion to form a very com-
plete idea of the general character of thafe coun-
tries to the northward of this ftation, which had
fo long occupied our time and labour.

It was nearly three in the afternoon before we
reached the village of Mooetchee, which con-
fifted of a few houfes huddled together in a cove,
with as little regularity in the difpofal of them
as was apparent in the conduct of its inhabitants,
who crowded about us, and produced us much
inconvenience, although with the moft inoffen-
five and peaceable defign.  Qur friend C’/ewfa-
neloo, though their chief, feemed not. to poffefs
fufficient influence to reftrain this behaviour,
even within his own habitation, to which we
were condudted by a very narrow paﬁage bC.-‘
tween the houfes; the filth of which, and the
combination of fo many offenfive exhalations,
rendered 1t highly neceffary to our feelings, that
as much difpatch as pofiible fhould be ufed in
the diftribution of our prefents, which, when
effeéed, would leave us perfe@ly. at liberfy ta
depart, without giving -thc Jleaﬁ offence to our
hoft or to any of his friends. On this occaﬁonl,

ceremonies
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«ceremonics fimilar to thofe pra&ifed at Tahthies
were here obferved ; but the want of order and
decorum, independently of the difference in point
of numbers between Tahfheis and Mooetchee,
evinced the fuperiority of Maquinna's authority,
when compared with that of the neighbouring
<hiefs; amongft whom Clewpaneloo was reputed to
be one of the firft in wealth and pewer; and I
certainly noticed as many of their large fquare
boxes, in which they generally keep their valu-
ables, in his habitation, as I had done in almoft
all the other houfes collectively taken, but what
they contained we did not entirely learn; yet,if
credit were to be given to our landlord, they
were all well appropriated, being, according to
his account, filled with the {kins of the fea otter,
bear, decr, martin, and other animals of the
country, or with copper, iron, cloth, and othef
European commodities. iy
Our part being performed, and our ftore of
prefents exhaufled, we returned to our boats, ac-
companied by Clewpaneloo,: who made us in re-
turn prefents fimilar to thofe we had received
from Muguinna; to which he added .one infi-
nitely more valuable than ail the reft.  This was
a very fine buck, juft killed; which being:depa-.
fited in our boat, we took leave of Mooetchee,
amidft reiterated acclamations of < Wacofk, Wa-
eo/k,” with repeated intreatics.of the moft friendly-
G 4 nature
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nature to prolong our flay; but as the day was
now far advanced, no time was loft in making
the belt of our way towards the ftation where
the Spaniﬂl launch had been left ; this we reach-
ed in the evening, and found every thing com-
fortably prepared for our reception.

As we bent our way homewards the next
morning, we {topped at an anchoring place called
by the natives Mowenna, in great repute with
the traders on this coaft, and particularly {fo with
the Americans. It is fituated on the weftern
fide of the found, between four and five miles
to the northward of Friendly cove, over which
it poflefles (though further from the fea) feveral
advantages in point of {ecurity and accommoda-
tion. The land in its ncighbourhood continues
to be low to a greater diftance than about
Friendly cove, and feems to be compofed of lefs
rocky materials, The extent of this harbour is
but {mall, but being-well protected againft all
winds, and its diftance from the ocean prevent-
ing its being much affected by the fwell, feveral
veflels might ride here in perfe& fafety; and as
it has a fair navigable channel out of it in a
foutherly dire@ion, veflels can fail out of this
harbour whenever the land wind prevails to puth
them clear of the found, with infinitely more
eafe- than from Friendly cove; out of thch
they are firft obliged -to warp a confiderable difs

tanee,
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tance, and to anchor not only in an inconvenient
depth of water, but on an uneven rocky bottom;
in addition to which, in the event of the wind
fuddenly fetting in ftrong from the fea, their
fituation becomes by no means pleafant. The
departure from Friendly cove, although not dif-
ficult in the fummer feafon, yet (as I have been
given to underftand) is fubjet in the winter to,
great, and indeed dangerous, inconvenience, from
the heavy fca which rolls in ftormy weather into
the found; efpecially during the S. E. gales,
againft which, from its vicinity to the ocean, it is
not fufficiently protected. As a military eftab-
lilhment howevdr, it is greatly to be preferred to
Mowenna, as nothing can pafs or repafs into the
found unobferved at Friendly cove,

About noon we arrived on board. Nothing
of any moment had occurred during our ab-
fence ; the weather, which had been favorable
to our excurfion, had been fo likewife to the fe-
veral employrhents of re-equipment, though we
had yet much remaining to perform.

On Monday afternoon the 20th, arrived a very
fmall thip called the Jenny, belonging to Briftol;
the fame veffel that had vifited Nootka in Oc-
tober, 1702, then ngged as a three-mafted fchoo-
ner, and commanded by Mr. Baker, who had
proceeded in her to England, with the cargo of
furs he had then colleéted.  She was now com-

manded
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‘manded by a Mr. John Adamfon, who had re-
turned with her from England, and had in the
courfe of the preceding fummer in the neighbour-
hood of Queen Charlotte’s 1flands, colleéted up-
wards of two thoufand fez otter tkins, with which
he was bound to the Chinefe market, and from
Canton was to be employed as packet in the fer-
vice of the Eaft India Company. He brought
us the agreeable intelligence of having met Mr.
Brown in the Jackal on the coaft, in the latitude
of 54°, for whofe fafety we had entertained fome
apprehenfion ; for when we left Mr. Brown in
port Althorp, it was his intention to proceed to
the fouthward through the inland navigation,
and as the inhabitants of thofe thores had a&ed
a very fufpicious part towards Mr. Whidbey, we
were fearful left Mr. Brown’s fmall force might
not have been equal to his proteétion.

The ferenity of the weather continued to favor
our operations with little interruption. The
wind blew for a few hours on the afternoon of
Tuefday the 30th, from the S. E. attended with
rain; but'the N. W wind again prevailed, and
the weather became fair and pleafant the next
morning, Wednefday the 1t of O&ober.

On the day following; Thurfday the 2nd, 1 was
honored with the company of the Governor,
Sen® Fidalgo, Saavadra, and moft of the Spanith
officers to dine on board the Difcovery. The
‘ very
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very cxhaufted ftate of my ftores, and ftock of
articles neceflary on fuch accafions, had pre-
cluded my receiving this pleafure fo frequently
as I could have withed.

T was very agreeably. furprized by receiving a
meflage from the governor on Saturday the 4th,
in the afternoon, purporting that the expected
Spanifh packet from St. Blas was in the offing;
thefe however were but Thort-lived hopes, for we
no foonrier had recourfe to our glafles, than we
became of opinion that the veffel in queftion was
the Jackal. But as the wind at this time blew
ftrong from the S. E. attended with dark, rainy,
hazy weather, and as {he could not reach the port
before dark, the ftood to fea again; during the
night the S. E. gale increafed with inceflant rain,
and a very heavy fwell rolled into the found; the
next day, Sunday the 5th, the weather was more
moderate, and in the evening the Jackal arrived.
It was now that I received the information of
Mr. Brown’s having pafled through the fhallow
paflage mentioned 1n Mr. Whidbey's laft furvey
in the boats, which appertaining immediately to
the region then under confideration, I thought
it moit properl?r introduced in the narrative of
that expedition. Since our feparation with»the
Jackal, Mr. Brown had colle¢ted upwards of a
thoufand prime fea otter fkins, and feveral of
inferior quality. Moft of thefe had been pro-
) cured
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cured from thofe people, whofe conduct had put
on fuch a fufpicious appearance in the opinion
of Mr. Whidbey and his party, in his way from
Crofs found : they had behaved very properly to
Mzr. Brown, whofe readinefs to enter into a traf-
fic with them might probably operate in gaining
their good opinion; for it had been evident, on
many occafions, that our difinclination toa com-
mercial intercourfe had ‘excited the difpleafure of i
feveral tribes we had met with; this opirion
was confirmed, by their ufual formalities on firft
vifiting the veflels, which generally concluded
with a defire to open a negociation for the dif~
pofal of their merchandize. 3
As the month of October advanced, we knew
perfectly well, both from our former and prefent
experience, that the fummer feafonof this country
was faft drawing to a conclufion, and as moft of
our material bufinefs. with the thore was now
nearly finithed, I took the advantage of Monday,
being a fair day, to receive on board the obfer-
vatory inftruments and tents. Qur fuel and
water was yet, however, to comiplete, which
would unavoidably detain us three or four dayls'
longer, fo that waiting the ftipulated time, after
whieh the Sponifh packet was not to be ex-
pected, could now be of little rﬁcment, when
compared to the importance her arrival might
pofiibly be of, in expediting our return to Eng-
land.
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land. This, however did not happen, nor did
any circumftance worthy of notice take place
during this anxious interval. At midnight on
the 16th we put to fea, in company with the
Chatham. The Princiffa, Captain Fidalgo, with
Governor Alava on board, was to follow us the
next day. Monterrey was appointed as the next
rendezvous, where thefe officers entertained little
doubt of our meeting a reception, and every re-
fpe& fuitable to our fituation and wifhes. In
this opinion I was induced to concur, from a con-
verfation that had lately pafled between Sen
Alava and myfelf, when I became acquainted that
the reprefentation I had made to Sen Quadra of
the treatment we had received on our former
vifit to New Albion, had in confequence of his
deceafe been tranfmitted to the viceroy at Mexi-
co, whofe very humane and liberal intentions
towards us, had no doubt, been materially mif-
underftood by Sen' Arrillago.

Hawving bad farewell to Nootka, and made
fuch remarks on our ordinary tranfactions there
as appeared to me deferving attention, I fhall
now proceed to ftate the refult of our labours at
the obfervatory, and fhew from what authority I
deduced the longitude of the various ftations in
our late furvey, which in many inftances differs
materially from the longitude affigned to them
by Captain Cook. I have already fiated my

reafons
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reafons for fubfcribing to our own calculations in
preference to thofe made by Captain Cook ; and
muft again repeat, that I have prefumed fo to
do, under the conviction of our having had the
means of being accurate, more fully 1 our power
than fell to the lot of that renowned and iiluftri-
ous navigator.

On September 6th, 1n Nootka found the chro-
nometers thew the following longitudes; viz.
Arnold’s No. 14, 232° 32/ 50"; Arnold’s No.
176, 232° 82" 53". The true longitude being
232° 31’ 30", 1t appeared that Arnold’s No. 14,
and Kendall’s, were each of them 1° 0’ 40", and
Arnold’s No. 176, 44’ 25" to the weftward of
the true longitude.

On the 6th of O&ober at noon, Arnold’s No.
176 was found by the mean of twenty-nine days.
equal altitudes, to be faft of mean time at Green-
wich - - - 10" 49" 45" 56

And to be gaining on mean

time per day at the rate of, 41 357
Amold’s No. 14, faft of
mean time on the fame day, 4 57 10 :6
And gaining on mean time

per day at the rate of, - 23 4
Kendall’s, faft of mean time
on ditto, - - - . 0 30 52 36
~-And gaining on mean time
per day, - - 28 30
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By obfervations taken on fhore with the arti-
ficial horizon, between the 6th of September and
11th of O&ober, 1794, the chronometers were
found to be gaining on mean time, viz. Arnold’s
No. 176, 417 57'; Arnold’s No. 14, 23" 6"/ ;
and Kendall’s, 28" 29/// per day; by which it
appeared, that when opportunities did not offer
of obtaining equal altitudes for afcertaining the
rates of the chronometers, common altitudes if
taken with care, would anfwer the fame pur-
pofe; this is exemplified by the above obferva-
tions, as the difference of the rate between two
of the chronometers was only one fourth, and
that of the other, viz. Arnold’s No. 176, rather
more than half a fecond, which is accounted for
by the very unequal rate in general of that chro-
nometer,

The latitude, longitude, variation, and incli-
nation of the magnetic needle, were found to be
the fame as on our firft vifit to this place in the
year 1792.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER IL

Depart from Nootka Sound—Vielent Storsm~—.dr-
rive at Monterrey—Receive on board the Deferters
from the Chathaw and Dedalus— Excurfion into
the Country— Examine a very remarkable Mousn-
tain—Afironomieal and Nautical Objervations.

LIGHT breeze from the land favored our

progrefs out of Nootka found, and by day-
light on Friday the 17th, we were about three
leagues from the land, when the wind fuddenly
died away, and was fucceeded by a calm with
thick hazy weather continuing the whole of the
day, and giving the veflels an appearance of being
ftationary ; the depth of water continued to be
the fame from noon until midnight, 75 fathoms,
muddy bottom. At this time the haze was fuc-
cecded by a yery thick fog, without the leaft
breeze of wind; and although by the depth in-
creafing we imagined that we were proceeding
from the coaft, yet our motion was fo flow, that
by fix in the evening of Saturday the 18th, we
were ftill in foundings at the depth of 100 fa-
thoms, muddy bottom, and by the lead when on
the ground, the veflel feemed to lie as if at anchor.

This
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This obfcurity in the atmofphere had prevented
our feeing the Chatham fince the preceding
evening, but the ferenity of the weather, and the
apparent ftationary fituation of the Difcovery,
made me conclude that the cauld not be far off.
Our powder being much exhaufted, the fog fignal
had not been made; but in order to afcertain
the fa&, a gun was now fired, and to our great
aftonithment it was-not anfwered. The fog and
ealm fhill continued, and the depth of water
gradually increafed, at eight o’clock we had 105
fathoms, with fandy bottom. The fog now dif-
perfed, and the calm was fuceeded by a light
breeze from the E. N. E.; another gun was now
fired, and a falfe fire burnt as a fignal to our
confort, but necither was anfwered. After re-
peating thefe fignals in the fame manner, at three
o'clock on Sunday;morning the 19th to no
effect, we made all fail, fteering to the S. S. E.
At day-light the high land over Nootka and
Clayoquet, was ffill in fight, bearing by compafs
from N.6OW. to E.N.E.; our diftance from
the coaft was 10 or 12 leagues. The foyndings
we had gained at midnight at the depth of 135
fathoms, proved to be at the diftance of abeut
feven leagucs from point Breakers, and fome-
thing more from the general line of the coaft to
the eaftward of that point. This I confidered to
be the edge of a bank of foundings that 8ppeared

Vor. VI, H to
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to lie along the coaft, which commenced a-breaft
of cape Lookout, and terminated a little to the
northward. of Nootka. - Near the entrance of
De Fuca's ftraits it feemed to ftretch further
into the ocean, as at the diftance of eight leagues
from thofe fhores we had only 58 fathoms water,
with muddy bottom.

In looking round for the Chatham a veflel
was difcovered -a-ftern, for which we immedi-
ately thortened fail, but foon finding it to be the
Spanith -thip Princifla, we again directed- our
courfe as before with all fail fpread to a pleafant
eafterly breeze and fair weather ; with this how-
ever we were not long indulged, for in the even-
ing the wind veered to the S.S.E., and by
Monday the 20th in the aftérnoon, increafed to
fo ftrong a gale as to oblige us to clofe-reef our
topfails. The wind fixed in the fouth-eafteérn
quarter, and became variable, with fometimes
clear, and at others cloudy weather : this gale
did not reduce us below our topfails, although
we plied not only againft it, but againft a very
heavy fouth-wefterly fwell to fo little purpofe,
that by noon on Friday the 24th we had by our
reckoning (for we were unable to gain any ob-
fervation) only reached the latitude of 47° 12/,
longitude 232° 12'. In the evening the wind
veered. to the S.S., W., with which we made a
tolerably good progrefs to the fouth-eaftward

until
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until Sunday morning the 26th, when it became
light and variable, with alternate calms, and a
very heavy fwell from the W. S, W.

This uncomfortable weather was fucceeded
“by a freth breeze from the N. E., which as ufual
veered to the S. E. on Monday morning, and in
the afternoon increafed to a gale fo violent, as
to make it neceflary that we fhould ftrike the
topgallant-mafts, and bring to, under the ftorm
ftayfails; this gale was attended with an ex-
tremely heavy rain until midnight, when the
ftorm fuddenly moderated, and the wind veer-
ing to the S.W. we ftood to the S.E. under our
courfes and clofe-reefed topfails.

The obferved latitude on Tuefday the 28th
was 44° 14/, longitude by account 233° 27/; in
the afternoon all our canvafs was again fpread,
but by Wednefday morning the 29th the wind
had . refumed 1its {outh-eaftern direéion, with
hard fqualls and heavy rain, which again reduced
us to the forefail and ftorm ftayfails.

Since our departure from Nootka we had con-
ftantly been incommoded by a very heavy weft-
erly and fouth-weft fwell, which at this time
was gredtly increafed, notwithftanding the fea,
raifed by the violence of the wind from the fouth-
caft; thefe together caufed a very confufed agi-
tation of the ocean, and although the fthip was
made as fnug as poffible by the top-gallant mafts

H2 being
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being “ftruck, and by every thing, that conve-
niently could be taken from aloft, yet fhe was
extremely uncomfortable,and thipped great quan-
tities of water. About noon the gale moderated,
and on the wind returning to the S. W., we again
made fail to the fouth-eaftward. The afternoon
was tolerably fair; vaft flocks of wild geefe and
ducks were obferved, flying to the fouthward,
which indicated that in a more northern climate
the winter had fet in with much feverity.
The wind, although variable between S.E.and
S. W. was moderate, with frequent calms, and
the weather, comparatively fpeaking with that
we had fo recently experienced, might be con-
fidered as tolerably fair, notwithftanding which,
we made little progrefs until Monday morning
the 3d of November, when the wind feemed
fixed in the north-weft quarter, with very pleafant
weather.  To this favorable gale we fpread all
our fails, fteering for cape Mendocino; the fouth-
ern promontory of which, at noon, bore by com-
pafs S. 51 E., and with the coaft to the north of
"it, in fight to the N. E., wasabout g or 10 leagues
diftant. The obferved latitude 40° 42/, longi~
tude according to our former calculations of the
fituation of cape Mendocino, 235" 30/, the vari-
ation 14° eaftwardly.
At this time the longitude by the chronome-
ters agreeably to the Nootka rate, was by Ken-
dall’s,.
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dall’s, 235°27’; Arnold’s No. 14, 233°22"; and
No. 176, 235° 55",

As we drew in with the fhores of the northern
part of the cape, having firice noon fteered S. E.
by compafs about three leagues, we fuddenly
came into difcoloured water, with a very irre~
gular fea; but foundings could not be gained
with the hand line, nor at the rate we were then
going, could bottom have been reached at a
greater depth than from 7 to 10 fathoms.

As I intended before we proceeded to Mon-
terrey to vifit the bay of Sir Francis Drake, and
from thence in our boats to acquire a better
knowledge than we had hitherto gained of port
Bodega, our courfe after pafling this promontory
was direted along the coaft to the fouth-eaft for
that purpofe.

In the evening about fun-fet a very fingular
appearance was obferved over the interior moun-
tains, immediately behind the high land of this
lotty projeéting promontory. Animmenfe body
of very denfe clouds enveloped the fummits of
thofe mountains, rifing in a confufed agitated
ftate like volumes of fteam from a beiling caul-
dron of great magnitude ; thefe expanded to the
northward, and obfcured all that part of the hori-
zon, whilft to the fouthward, it was perfetly
clear and unclouded. From our ewn experience,
as well as from the information we had derived

Hs from
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from the Spaniards, we had long been led to con-
fider cape Mendocino as fituated on the . divi-
fionary line between the moderate and boifterous
climates of this coaft. For this reafon, however
unfcientific it may appear, we could not avoid
entertaining an idea, that from the immenfe ac-
cumulation of exhalations, which the ftupendous
mountains in this immediate neighbourhood
arreft, arofe thofe violent fouth-eaft ftorms, with
which, further to the northward, we fo frequent-
ly contended, and by which, the coaft of New
Albion to the fouthward of this ftation, is cer-
tainly but feldom, and never in fo violent a de-
greeaffeted. This extraordinary appearance in-
clined us to believe that fome turbulent weather
was not far remote, but from what quarter we
could not guefs, as the fteady favorable north-
weft gale, and the appearance of clear and fettled
weather, in the direction we were fteering, did
not give us reafon to apprehend -any inconve-
nience from the wind fhifting to the fouth-caft-
ward; and its blowing from the oppofite point
had always been confidered as the harbinger of
moderate and pleafant weather. This general
rule was on Tuefday morning the 4th partly
confirmed, and partly contradicted, as the vapours
we had obferved ’colle&ing on the preceding
evening, were now found to have been deftinéd
to difcharge their fury from a quarter we hal

leaft
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leaft expedied. During the night we had made
fuch progrefs along the coaft, that by four in the
morning it became neceflary to haul to the wind,
in order that we might not overfhoot our in-
tended port before day-light. At this time the
wind at N.N.W. attended with a moft tre-
mendous fea from the fame quarter, had in-
creafed to fuch a degree of violence, as allowed
us to haul off ‘the thore under our forefail and
ftorm ftayfails only; but the fcrefail, though a
very good one, not being able to refift the vio-
lence of the ftorm, was about fun-rife on Wed-
nefday the 5th, blown nearly to pieces; this was
immediately replaced with the beft we had, the
topgallant-mafts were ftruck, and the thip made
as fnug as poffible; but unable to fcud with
fafety before the ftorm, we lay to, with the .
thip’s head to the weftward, under the florm
ftayfails, it being impofiible to thow more can-
vafs, and of courfe too hazardous to fteer for that
part of the coaft I withed to make, or to attempt
running under our bare poles into a port, of
which we had fo little knowledge as that of the
bay of Sir Francis Drake; to keep the fea, was
therefore our only prudent aJternative,

During this ftorm I felt a high degree of fatis~
faction, that we had not made a more fpeedy
paffage. from Nootka to Monterrey, as from the
direction in which.it_had blown, ‘I confidered,

Ha4 that
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that hdd e been arrived in that port, we fhould
have been expofed to the whole of its fury, and
the violence of the fea that had attended 1it. As
Monterrey was now lying S. 50 E. of us, I could
not fuppofe from the diftance of that pott, that
the gale had not reached {0 far, for excepting the
ftorms we experienced at and off New Zealand,
this was certainly the moft violent of any we had
met with during this voyage ; the thip however
was by no means fo uncomfortable as we had
found her on many other occafions. The waves,
although extremely high, were long and regular,
the tky was hard and clear, and intirely free from
clouds. About the horizon and a few degrees
above it, was feen a bright glaring haze ; and as
this at intervals became more perceptible, the
violence of the wind was conftantly obferved to
be increafed. '

In this fituation we remained until the ftorm
moderated, though it ftill blew extremely hard:
we now wore and ftood for the land under the
forefail and ftorm ftayfails, in the hope, that by
the time we fhould arrive neat the fhote, now at
the diftance of 45 leagues, the violence of the
frtorm would in & great meafure have abated. It
was not however before ten at night that it had
fufficiently moderated to allow of our fetting the
clofe-reefed topfails ; at midnight we had the
topgallant fails fet for about an hour, but the

wind
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wind foon again increafed, and feeing the land
at no great diftance about two o'clock in the
morning of Tuefday the 6th, we hauled off fhore,
and plied under an eafy fail to wait the return
of day, when finding ourfelves about three or
four leagues from point Anno Nuevo, point Pinos
in fight bearing by compafs S. E. § E. and hav-
ing a moderate breeze with fine pleafant weather,
we fteered for Monterrey, where about two in
the afternoon we anchored, and moored nearly
in our former fituation.

Here we found the Chatham, fhe having ar-
rived in the evening of the 2d. By Mr. Puget
I was informed, that whil{t we were becalmed
and ftationary off Nootka, the Chatham on the
evening of the 17th of Océtober was favored with
a light breeze from the eaftward, which gra-
dually increafed; with this Mr. Puget fteered to
the fouth-eaft, concluding we were doing the
fame, and he was not.undeceived until noon of
the 18th, when the fog with them had fuffi-
ciently difperfed, to thew that the Difcovery was
not within their vifible horizon. MTr. Puget was
equally at a lofs with ourfelves, to account for
the feparation that had then taken place; 'bu{taS
he confidered that we had preceded the Chat-
ham, and fhe having “at that time a pleafant
‘breeze from the eaftward, he thought it moft
advifeable to make the beft of his way to the

fouthward,
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fouthward, and on the 19th in the morning
whilft he continued to be.within fight of Nootka,
the Chatham had increafed her diftance near 40
leagues from the fhore. This circumftance, in
confequence of the fucceeding winds, . afforded
the Chatham a fuperior advantage in getting to
the fouthward, and which in all probability was
confiderably augmented, by her having ftood
further from the coaft to. the fouth-weftward;
than we had done during the prevalence of the
fouth-eafterly winds. On reference,to the jour-
mals 1t appeared Mr. Puget had been enabled fo
to do, by the wind having been much further to
the fouthward with the Chatham than with the
Difcovery; by which means on the wind’s
fhifting to the S. W. as is moft frequently the
cafe after the fouth-cafterly gales, our confort
made much better flants along the coaft to the
fouthward, than we were able to do, becaufe we
were {o much nearer to it. The Chatham had
to contend with nearly the like boifterous wea-
ther we had experienced until {he had paffed cape
‘Mendocino o the 30th of the preceding monthj;
when, at the diftance of 40 leagues from the
cap;‘thc weather was pleafant, with wefterly and
north-weft winds.  The greateft diftance fhe had
on this paflage been from the coaft, was ftated
by Mr. Puget at 93 leagues from cape Difap-
pointmcnt, and from. thence, fouthward ta.cape

Mendocina
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Mendocino from 60 to 70 leagues; the greateft
diftance we had been from the coaft did not
exceed 78 leagues off Deftruction ifland, but to
the fouthward of cape Lookout we were not
more than from 16 to 40 leagues from the land.

The north-weft ftorm we had {o lately con-
tended with, and to which I had confidered this
anchorage as dangeroufly expofed, Mr. Puget
informed me had been here felt, at the fame
time ; but that the gale had been principally
from the weftward ; and although it certainly
blew ftrong, yet it neither prevented the ufual
communication with the fhore, nor would have
caufed any apprehenfion for the fecurity of vef-
fels riding in the bay, if tolerably well provided
with anchors and cables. Indeed the Chatham
rode it out, with cables that had been long in
ufe, and were in the laft ftage of being fervice-
able. This was by no means an unpleafant fat
to afcertain, as it tended to prove, that although
the weather may be extremely boifterous out at
fea, and in the offing, yet this bay may be ap-
proached with the greateft facility, and will
afford extremely good fhelter againft thofe winds,
to which, apparently, it is moft expofed.

Our profeffional inquiries being mutually fatis-
fied, I had the pleafure to underftand from Mr.
Puget, that he had met- the moft cordial recep-
tion from our former friend Sen” Arguello, the

licutenant
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licutenant of the Prefidio, who then, as on our
firft vifit to this place, in the abfence of the
governor of the province, officiated in that capa-
city. From this gentleman we were likely to
meet very different treatment to that which we
had received from Sen’ Arrillago, whofe reftric-
tive arfangements on our laft vifit to Monterrey,
had obliged us to feck that hofpitality and pro-
tetion from -the untutored inhabitants of the
Sandwich iflands, which we defpaired of obtain-
ing in any of the ports under his jurifdi&ion.
Sen* Arrillago having been ordered to fome in-
ferior eftablifhment, had refigned his authority at
this place, and had departed about two months
previoufly to our arrival, and a licutenant in the
Spamfh army, Don Diego de Borica, had been
appointed fome time fince, to the government of
this province, and was now daily expected at
Monterrey.

As foon as the fhip was fecured, an officer was
fent to the Prefidio with the ufual ceremonious
compliments, and with an apology for our not
having faluted. On landing I was received by
Sen® Arguello, to whofe kind and benevolent
offices we had before been greatly indebted, with
marks of the greateft friendfhip and refpe&. He
exprefled the fatisfaction he fhould receive by
having it now in his power to fupply us with
the various neceffary refrefhments the. country

afforded ;
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afforded : and being without the leaft reftraint,
he fhould endeavour to adminifter to our amufe-
ment and recreation. Whatever means he pof-
fefled that were likely in any way to contribute
to the happinefs or comfort of the prefent time,
or to our future welfare, he was now impower-
ed, by-the orders that had been tranfmitted to
this government from the viceroy of New Spain,
feduloufly toafford, and prompted by the intereft
he felt in our accommodation, he fhould with
great pleafure carry thofe orders into effect.

The people who, on our firft vifit to this
Prefidio, had deferted from the Dzdalus and
Chatham, we found here, with dire&tions for
their being delivered up to me; but as the gover-
nor of the province was fo foon expected, I de-
ferred taking any fteps in this bufinefs until he
fhould arrive ; nor did 1 ereé our tents or obfer-
vatory on thore for the fame reafon, as I con-
fidered it would be more refpedtful to fubmit
thefe matters to the approbation of Governor
Borica himfelf than to Sen® Arguello, from whom
I only folicited permiffion to recruit our wood
and water, and to obtain fome neceflary re-
frefhments.

On Friday morning the 7th I received from
Sen’ Arguello the only letter that had arrived at
this place for me ; this letter was from the Conde
Revilla Gigedo, the late viceroy of New Spain,

.
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in reply to one I had written to his excellency
on the 22d of May, 1793. In the moft polite
and friendly terms the count informed me of Mr.
Broughton's fafe arrival at Madrid, and exprefled
the higheft approbation of the conduét of Sen®
Fidalgo, whofe fervices I had reprefented to him
we had been greatly indebted to, on heaving the
Chatham down at Nootka. Thofe very oblig-
ing offers he had before made, in withing to con-
tribute to our health and welfare, by whatever
means of affiftance this country could beftow,
were in this lctter repeated. It was dated on
the 20th of Oétober, 1793, dbout the time when
we- firft felt the influence of Sen® Arrillago’s dif-
inclination towards our little {quadron. It was
addrefled to me at Monterrey, with directions
there to remain for my rcceptibn, until it thould
be underftood I had taken my leave of thefe re-
gions, and in the event of my fo doing, without
repairing to this place again, the letter was then
to be tranfmitted to mein England. From thefe
circumftances it would appear, that the corre-
fpondence I had been thus honored with, was not
intirely of that complimentary nature that Sent
Arnillago had thought proper to confider it ; and
that the viceroy did expeé? that I fhould make,
at leafl, a_fecond vifit to Monterrey, was evidently
proved by the deferters having been fent hither,
mftead of being forwarded to Nootka, as he had
tormerly
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formerly intended to do, but which determina-
‘tion, Sen"Arguello informed me, he had been
induced to alter, under the perfuafion of this
being the moft likely place of our meeting with
them.

Not having received official intelligence at this
port from England, and there being here no dif-
patchés waiting the arrival of Sen” Alava, through
which channel I might poflibly have obtained
fome fort of information, by which my future
proceedings might, in fome degree, have been
regulated, I could not help feeling very great dif-
appointment, anxicty, and concern. I was not,
however, totally deftitute of hope, that fome let-
ters might have arrived at St. Diego.  To afcer-
tain this fa&, notwithftanding that it was from
hence to St. Diego more than four hundred Eng-
Iifh miles, Sen” Arguello very obligingly ordered
an extraordinary courier to be ready the next day,
%hofe return from St. Diego might be expedted
in ten or twelve days, and before the expiration
of that time, I had no idea of quitting this fta-
tion. Under the circumftances of the mortify-
ing . difappointment I now felt, I was unable to
form any plan for our future operations, except-
ing that which I had. before meditated, of re-
maining here a fufficient time to recruit the
health and ftrength of our little community. For,

notwithftanding that we were not.materially af-
fe&led
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fected with indifpofition, yet the health of moft
of us demanded care and attention. The fatigu-
ing fervice in which we had now been fo Jong
employed, and the very few freth meals we had
been enabled to obtain fince the middle of the
preceding month of March, muft be fuflicient
to convince the judgment, without the appear-
ance of actual difeafe, that three weeks or a month
would be well dedicated in availing ourfelves of
the refrefhments and recreation, in which we had
now {o favourable an opportunity to indulge.
Freth beef, which was extremely good, was
daily and unlimitedly ferved to the erew of each
veflel ; but vegetables were a fcarce commodity,
owing to the drynefs of the feafon, which gave
the country an appearance of being parched np;
and the few articles which had been produced
on the fimall portion of land allotted here to the
purpofe of garden ground were nearly exhaufted.
We, however, were not apprchenfive of wanting
fufficient variety to cover our tables, as in the
immediate neighbourhood of the bay there wers.
an immenfc number of wild geefe, ducks, plovers,
curlews, and other wild fowl; to which, by
little excurfions mto the country, our fportfmen
added an abundance of very fine quails and fome
hares, which afforded us excellent repafts in ad-
dition to their amufement. It was fomething
fingular that none of thefe fpecies of wild fowl,
had
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'had ‘been found in any degree fo numerous on
either of our former vifits to Monterrey.

The weather was fair and pleafant, with 2 mo-
derate breeze from the fea; which in the evening
brought in the Princiffa. We had., confidered
this veflel to have been to the northward of cape
Menddcine, whilft we contended with the north-
weft ftorm to the fouth of it, and an idea had
arifen, from the appearance of the evening that
prcccdéd the. gale, that the Princifla muft, in
that. fituation, have experienced much blowing
weather from the fouth-eaftward; but on in-
quiry this was not found to be altogether the
cafe; {he was; however; to the north of the pro-
montory in'queftion at that time, and her pro-
grefs, like ours, had been greatly retarded by
contrary winds; but on the 11t of November, in
the latitude of 45°30’, fhe having generally kept
about 30 leagues from the coaft; thefe adverfe
winds were fucceeded by a pleafant gale from the
north weft, which continued during the remain-
der of the paffage.

This fa&, though not proving cape Mendocino
to be fo fingularly fituated as we had fuppofed it
to be, with refpect to moderate or boifterous
weather; yet ferves to fhew that it has an influ-
ence on the winds that prevail during the winter
feafon, as the fouth-cafterly ftorms are fcarcely
ever known to the fouthward of cape Mendo-

Vor. VI I cino ;
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cino; where, whilft the north-weft gale reduced
us to our florm ftayfails for twenty-four hours,
the Princifla to the north of it, felt nothing of
its fury; but, on the contrary, had only a mo-
derate north-weft gals, to which the whole of
her canvafs was fpread.

We had the pleafure to meet our friends in the
Princifla very well, though much difappointed,
like ourfelves, in not receiving any official com-
munications from Mexico; but as the courier
‘was in readinefs to depart the next morning, Sen*
Alava embraced this opportunity to make the
neceflary inquiries at St. Diego.

' In the night the wind blew firong from the
northward-;' and on the return of the day it con-
fiderably increafed from the north-weft. Not-
withftanding the veflels rode without the leaft -
inconvenience .or apparent danger, yet, as our
cables had been along time on board, and had
endured great trials, the topgallant mafts were
got down, the yards and top-mafts ftruck, and
the veflels made perfeétly fhug; by noon, how~
ever, the wind moderated, and we had a return
of fair and pleafant weather; all hands were now
employed in different fervices, amongft which,
recruiting our ftock of fuel and water, was no
inconfiderable labour ; no difficulty was experi-
enced in procuring the former, but the drynefs
of the feafon hed rendered the latter very fcarce.

The
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The wells that we had dug, on our firft vifit to
Monterrey, though not perfectly dry, afforded too
fmall a quantity to anfwer our demand, and we
had no means of obtaining a fufficiency of water
nearer than up a valley about half- a mile to the
caftward of the Prefidio, and full that diftance
from the {ea-fide, where a fluggith ftream ocofed
through the bed of a water-courfe, compofed of
a loofe fandy foil; and here, by finking feveral
cafks, temporary wells were formed, which af-
forded only a fcanty fupply, though the water
was extremely good. This mode of procuring
it was very tedious, and the diftance which the
catks, when filled, had to be rolled, through a
loofe fandy gully, to the boats, was very great,
and proved to be a very laborious tafk, yet the
water was infinitely preferable to any that could
have been colle@ed from the ftagnated brackilh
pools, in the vicinity of the Prefidio.

On Sunday part of the fhip’s company were
indulged with a run on fthore, and the day fol-
lowing, Monday the 10th, we were bufily em-
ployed in facilitating, as much as poffible, the pro-
curing of our water, by the beft arrangement in
our power, notwithftanding which we could not
prevent its being a very laborious bufinefs.

The weather continued to be remarkably
pleafant, and on Tuefday evening, the 11th,
Sen' Don Diego Borica arrived at the Prefidio,

Iz where
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where, the niext morning; -accompanied by Mr.
Puget and 'moft of the oﬂic‘érs of both veflels, 1
waited upon him, to congratulate him on his fafe
arrival, and to acquaint him with my reafons for
vifiting the countries under his jurifdi¢tion ; thefe
attentions, I had the pleafure to find were per-
feltly fatisfactory, and were received in a manner
that was highly compatible with the refpeétive
fations that each of us had the honour to fll.

The indulgence I had folicited, and which.
had been granted by Sen® Arguello, was now very
politely extended by the gdvcrnor, with further
permiffion to ere@ our tents and obfervatory on
fhore, under the direétion of our officers, and pro-
te&tion' of our own guard, to which he 'very
obligingly added the aflurance of doing every
thing in his power that could in any way con-
tribute to make our ftay as pleafant and agree-
able as their limited fociety and the lonelinefs of
the country would afford.

After this introductory difcourfe, we under-
{tood from Sen® Borica, that accompanied by his
wife and daughter, a young lady about eleven
yeats of age, and a fuitable number of attend-
ants, he had come from Mexico to this place on
horfcback ; as no other mode of conveyance was
to be procured. They were provided with a
{mall camp cquipage,  which was occafionally
pitched, either as a retreat from the heat of the

{un,
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fan, or for reft during the night. Upwards of
cight months had been employed in performing
this journey, through a country very thinly in-
habited, and which afforded but little comfort--
able accommodation for travellers.

In the evening an exprefs arrived from Mexi-
co, which brought difpatches from the viceroy
of New Spain to the governor, together with the
long expeéted inftructions to Sen® Alava, refpe-
ing the ceflion of Nootka to the crown of Great
Britain, but nothing addreffed to me accompa-
nied thefe credentials; and, from a converfation
with Sent Borica, I was not flattered with the
leaft probability of receiving any intelligence
from St. Diego, becaufe it was not likely, had
any difpatches for me arrived there, that he
fhould have remained ignorant of the circum-
ftance ;: and as the deftination of Sent Alava was
well known to' the officers commanding the
fouthern pofts of this province, letters for either
of us would moft- likely, immediately on their
arrival, have been tran{mitted hither.

The embarrafiment 1 had been ‘longA under was
now very materially increafed, and I was greatly
at a lofs as to what meafures were beft to be pur-
fued. From this dilemma, however, I was very
unexpectedly relieved the next day, Wednefday
the 12th, by Sen" Alava very obligingly confid-
ing to me that part of his inftructions which

I3 ftated,
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ftated, that no further altercation would tdke
place with refpe& to the precife meaning of the
firft article of the convention of the 20th of Oc-
tober, 1790, as the documents tranfmitted by
the late Sent Quadra and myfelf, had enabled
our refpe@ive courts to adjuft that matter in an
amicable way, and nearly on the terms which I
had fo repeatedly offered to Sen* Quadra in Sep-
tember 1792. In addition to which the Spanifh
minifter’s letter fet forth, that this bufinefs was
not to be carried into execution by me, as a
freth commiffion had been iffued for this pur-
pofe by the Court of London.* The fame was
announced to governor Borica by the new viceroy
of Mexico, the Marquis de Branciforte, with in-
ftructions to receive the perfon a&ing under this
commiffion into their Prefidios.

Having maturely confidered the feveral parts
of this intelligence, I concluded that from the
length of our voyage, and the various accidents
to which the fervice in which we were employed
would neceflarily render us liable, Government
did not expect we thould remain longer in thefe
feas, than the furvey of the American coaft
might require; and in truth we were not now
in a fit condition to protra® our ftay in thefe
regions.

* This however was not the fact, as the frefh infirugions were
addrefled in the firft inflance to’ me, '

The
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The very exhaufted ftate of our flores and
provifions not only demanded fuch fupplics as
were pot-eafily within our reach, but as the Dif~
covery had been frequently aground, it was highly
probable that her bottom might ftand in need of
fome very material repair, of which we had re-
mained intirely ignorant, not having been fo
fortunate as to meet with a proper fituation for
the purpofe of her undergoing this neceffary ex-
amination.

One of the great objets. of our voyage, the
furyvey of the coaft of North Weft America, be-
ing now accomplifhed, and relying on the au-
thenticity of the intelligence I had derived from
Senr Alava, I did not long hefitate, but deter-
mined on making the beft of my way towards
England, by the way of cape Horn, agreeably to
my inftrutions; and as I had no intention of
vifiting any part of the Amecrican coaft to the
northward of the 44th degree of fouth latitude,
I purpofed that our courfe from hence fhould be
dire¢ted towards that latitude without ftopping,
unlefs we fhould be fo fortunate as to fall in
with the Ggllapagos iflands, whofe undefined
fituation I much withed correély to afcertain;
and of courfe it would necéflarily be fome time
before we reached our next refting place. On
this account it became highly expedient that we
fhould fail from hence with as great a quantity

I4 ot
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of water as we might be enabled to procure, for
the receptiod of which the caopers were directed
‘to repair, and put into order every caftk on board
capable of héiding water ; in many cafes this
‘was attended with great trouble, from the length
of time they had ‘been in ufe, and the hard fer-
vice t_hatimany: of them had endured.

Although the very great diftance, and the bad-
nefs of the road we had to pafs in getting the
water down to the fea-fide, made the obtaining
of this indifpenfable article’ a verytedious and
‘fatiguihg bufinefs, yet as we wete in the mean
time benefitting from the air, the exercife of the
fhore, and the excellent refrefhments of the coun~
try, I could not confider our detention here as a
lofs of time, hecaufe I was affired that it would
be attended with the ineftimable advantage of
fecuring to us all, that ftate of health which the
remainder of our voyage we had yet to perfdi’m
homewards, would neceflarily require. :

Some doubts- having arifen in my mind, as.to
the fafe arrival in England of the copies (which
I'had forwarded thither) of our furvey of the
American coaft to the northward, from Fitz-
hugh’s found to cape Decifion, and fouthward
from this port to the 30th degree of north lati-
tude, I deemed it expedient that a duplicate of
the former papers, together with a copy of our
furvey during the preceding fummer, as alfo that

of
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of the Sandwich iflands, fthould from hence be
tranfmitted to the Admiralty ; that in the cveni:
of any mifchance having befallen the others, or
any unfortunate accident happening hereafter to
aus, our labours might not be'intirely loft, to our
country. The like information, in conformity
to my original promife to my much lamented
friend the late Sen' Quadra, had been folicited
by Senr Alava, for the ufe and information of
the Spanifh. court, and.with which of courfe I
complied.r The preparation of thefe documents
wwould ‘nécc{farily occupy fome time, but I had
little doubt of their being finifhed by the time

we fhould in other refpedts be ready to depart.
The deferters from the Chatham and Dada-
Ius had, at my requeft, been delivered up to me,
at leaft fuch of them as were the fubjets of
Great Britain. An accountof expences, amount-
ing to three hundred and twenty-five dollars and
an half, was exhibited agginft them; but as I
did not confider myfelf authorized to difcharge
this debt, (though of its having been inéurred_
by the deferters. I could entertain no doubt) of
which I acquainted Governor Borica, by letter,
on Sunday morning the 10th, and at the fame
time added, that I thould reprefent the bufinefs
fully to the Board of Admiralty, and that I had
no doubt that the ftricteft juftice would be done.
With this the governor feemed to be completely
fatishied,
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fatisfied, and in his letter to this cffed, after ex-
preffing the greateft approbation, he, in virtue of
the harmony and good underftanding that con=
tinued to exift between us, folicited my good of-
fices in behalf of the deferters before mentioned.

The weather, fince the 8th, had been delight-
fully pleafant; in the day time the wind blew a
gentle gale from the fea, and during the night a
calm, or gentle breeze, prevailed from' the land,
fo that the precaution we had taken of firiking
our yards and topmafls, fince the momént-of
our having done fo, ceafed to be neceffary, This
agreeable weather caufed the water in the bay to
be fo very tranquil, that landing was eafily effected
on any of its fhores, and rendered our intercourfe
with the country extremely pleafant.

The fame caufe operated to invite the excur-
fions of feveral partics into the country on foot
and on horfeback. Thefe were rendered further
agreeable and pleafant, by the friendly and at-
tentive behaviour of our Spanifh friends, of which
I was feldom able to avail myfelf, not only from
the various matters of bufinefs in which I was
deeply engaged, but from the very debilitated
ftate of my health, ander which T had feverely
taboured during the eight preceding months; I
was, however, on Wednefday the 19th able to
Join in a party to the valley through which the
Moriterrey river flows, and was there gratified

with
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with the fight of the moft extraordinary” moun-
tain I had ever beheld. On one fide it préfented
the appearance of a fumptuous edifice fallen into
decay ; the columns which looked as if they had
been raifed with much labour and induftry, were
of great magnitude, feemed to be of an elegant
form, and to be compofed of the fame cream-
coloured ftone, of which I have before made
mention. Between thefe magnificent ¢olumns
were deep excavations, refembling different paf-
fages into the interior parts of the fuppofed build-
ing, whofe roof being the fummit of the moun-
tain appeared to be wholly fupported by thefe
columns rifing perpendicularly with the moft
minute mathematical exa@nefs, The whole had
a'moft beautiful appearance of human ingenuity
and labour ; butfince it1is not poflible, from the
rude and very humble race of beings that are
found to be the native inhabitants of this coun-
try, to fuppofe they could have been capable of
raifing fuch a ftru&ure, its being the produ&ion
of nature, cannot be queftioned, and it may not
be prepofterous to infer, that it has been from
fimilar phanomena that man has received that
archite¢tural kiowledge, by which he has been
enabled to raife thofe mafly fabricks, which have

ftood for ages in all civil%zed countries,
In this excurfion I had an opportunity of fee-
ing what before I had been frequently given to
underftand ;
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underftand ; that the foil improved "in richnefs
and fertility, as we advanced from the ocean into
the interior country.

The fituation wc had now reached was an-ex-
tenfive valley between two ranges of lofty moun-
tains, whofe more elevated parts wore a fteril and
dreary afpe&, whilft the fides and the interven-
ing bofom feemed to be compofed of a luxuriant
foil. On the former {ome ping trees were pro-
duced of different forts, though of no great fize,
and the latter generally {peaking was a natural
pafture, but the long continuance of the dry wea-
ther had robbed 1t of its verdure, and had ren-
dered it not very interefting to the eye; yet the
healthy growth of the oak, both of the Englith
and holly-leaved kind, the maple, poplar, willow,
and ftone pine, diftributed over its furface as
well in clumps as in fingle trees, with a number
of different fhrubs, plainly fhewed the fuperior
excellence of the foil and fubftratum in thefe
fituations, to that which was found bordering on,
the fea fhore.

The fame uninterrupted ferenity of the wea-
ther continucd, and on Friday evening the cou-
rier from St. Diego returned, but he brought na
kind of intelligence whatever; and the 24th
being the day fixed for the return of the exprefs
to Mexico, I embraced that opportunity for
tran{mitting to the Admiralty a bricf account of

our
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our tranfactions during the preceding fummer,
and a copy of our furveys made in that and the
former year, which had been prepared for that
purpofe. Thefe documents, agreeably to the
advice' of the governor and our other Spanith
friends, I took the liberty of addrefing to the
marquis ‘of Branciforte, viceroy of New Spain,
and requefted that he would do me the favor of
forwarding them to England by the moft early
and fafe conveyance.

All expe&ation of Mr. Broughton'’s return and
of his refuming the command of the Chatham
being now at an end, I appointed Lieutenant
Puget to that office, Mr. Baker, and Mr. Swaine
1 removed to be the firft and fecond lieutenants
of the Difcovery; Mr. Thomas Manby I ap-
pointed to-the vacant licutenantcy, and Mr. H.
Humph¥eys, to be the mafter of the Chatham in
his room.

Our bufinefs with the fhore now began to draw
nigh to & conclufion ; the yards, topmafts, and
topgallant-mafts were got up, and the rigging put
into’ condition for fea fervice, but a fufficient
ftock of water was however not yet obtained;
whilft this was completing, I difpatched Lieu-
tenant Swaine on Thurfday morning the 27th
with ‘three boats over to the miffion of 5% Crugz,
in ‘order. to procure a fupply of garden ftuff, as
the continuation of the dry weather, here, ‘had

made
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made every fpecies of efculent vegetables ex-
trémely fcarce. Mr. Swaine returned on Satur-
day evening the 29th, having been tolerably
fuccefsful, fo that with our live ftock and the
other refrethments that Monterrey had afforded,
we were likely to take our leave of it, with as
good a ftore for the prefervation of health, and to
be as well provided for the long and diftant paf-
fage we had to perform, as from any port in the
krown world. The two following days were
employed in receiving on board the tents, obfer-
vatory, inftruments, and all other matters from
the fhore, and in getting the thip in readinefs to
proceed.

The variety of objects that had occupied mmy
time whilft at Monterrey, had, as at Nootka, pre-
cluded my attending to little more of our aftro-
nomical bufinefs, than that of afcertaining the
rate and error of the chronometers, according to
the meridian of thefe places as fixed by our for-
mer obfervations : yet I had confidered thefe to
be of fufficient anthority to anfwer all the pur-
pofes of corre&ing our furvey of the coaft in the
refpective vicinity of thofe ftations. By com-
parative obfervations made by Mr. Whidbey
with Mr. Ramifden’s circular mftrument, and
thofe made with the artificial horizon by myfelf,
I was in-hopes of adducing further reafons in fap-~
port of the means I had adopted for fixing of the

longitudc,
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longitude, and for corretting our genéral furvey
‘of this coaft during the preceding fummer, be-
tween Trinity iflands and cape Decifion ; and I
had the fatisfaction to find the fame correfpond-
ing accuracy at Monterrey as had appeared at
Nootka.

On the 13th of November in the bay of Mon-
terrey the chronometers fhewed the following

longitudes :

Arnold’s No. 14, - - 238° o 50"
Ditto, 176, - - 238 33 5
Kendall’s - - - 237 50 15

The true longitude being 238°
25" 45", Arnold’s No. 14 ap-
peared to be 24' 55", Kéndall’s,
26! 30" to the weftward, and
Arnold’s No. 176, 7' 20" to the
eaftward of the true longitude.
And by altitudes taken on fhore
with the artificial horizon on the
28th of November, Arnold’s No.
14 was found to be faft' of mean
time at Greenwich, at noon on

that day, =2 - - 5% 197 237 o'/
And to be gaining on mean

time per day at the rate of - 24 1
Arnold’s No. 176 was faft of

mean time at Greenwich, - 11 28 21 30

And gaining on mean time per
d4y at the rate of - - 50 25
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Kendall’s faft of mean time at

Greenwich, - - gh 58 23"
And gaining on meaf time per
day at the rate of - - 30 53

By equal altitudes takenr on
fhore with the circular inftru-
ment between the 13th and 29th
of November, the following are
the rates at which the chrono-
meters were found to be gaining
per day ;5 (viz.)

Arnold’s No. 14, - - 25 55
Ditto 156, - - 50 19
Kendall’s, T - - 30 52

The very inconfiderable difference between the
rates thus found, and thofe .afcertained by the
artificial horizon, muft be reccived as a proof of
the correltnefs of that method, which fhould be
reforted to, whenever better authority cannot be
had.

The above true longitude, latitude, variation,
and inclination of the marine dipping needle,
were found to éorrcfpond with. our obfervations
made on our former vifit to this place in De-
cember, 1792,

CHAP.
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CHAPTER 1L

Leave Monterrey—Some Acéount of the three Marias
{flands—Proceed to the Southward—Aftronomi=
cal and nautical Obfsriations.

THE method that had been purfued to pre-
L ferve as great a regularity as was poflible
in the rate of the chronometers, had fo far fuc-
ceeded with No. 14, that its rate as afcertained
at Nootka and at Monterrey, differed only 54!/ ;
this made me very anxious to fall in with fome
place whofe longitude had been fettled by pro-
fefled aftronomers, by which means the accuracy
of our calculations would be confirmed, or the
error they might have been liable to, would by
fuch comparifon become apparent; leaving it at
the difcretion of geographers, or of thofe who
might hereafter follow us, to adopt or rejec fuch
correion as their own judgment might dired.
For this purpofe, no ftation appeared to me to be
fo eligible as cape St. Lucas, at the fouth extre<
mity of the peninfula of California, (on a mode-
rate computation not more than eight or ten days
fail from Monterrey,) as at St. Jofeph’s, in the
immediate neighbourhood of that promontory,

Vor. VL, K the
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the tranfit of Venus had been obferved, and other
altronomical obfervations had been made by pro-
feflors in that {cience, whence its pofitive fitua-
tion had been correély determined. But as our
obfervations during the preceding autumn for
fixinig the-longitude of the coaft of New Albion,
fouthward from hence to the 3oth degree of north
latitude, had been all reduced to port' St. Diego
as a central {tation, and the rate of the chrono-
meters for corre@ing that furvey had been theré
afcertained ; I deemed it expedient to' fteer firft
for the ifland of. Guadaloupe, for the purpofe of
examining whether the fituation we had before
afligned to that ifland from the refult of thofe
obfervations, would agree with the longitude in
which we had now placed Monterrey.

With a frefh breeze from the N. E. attended
with fair and pleafant weather, on Tuefday the
2d of December we quitted Monterrey, and bad
adieu to governor Alava, and the reft of our Spa-
nifh friends, from whofe great kindnefs and hof-
pitality we had not only derived much relaxation
and happinefs, but by their attention to our future
wants, we had every profpe& ofa continuation
of that health, which now feemed to be eftab-
lithed, by the refrefhments we had there pro-
cured. ‘

From ‘Monterrey bay our courfe was directed
to the 5. E. but in the evening the gale died

away,
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away, and after about twelve hours calm, it was
fucceeded by light variable adverfe winds, which
continuéd until near noon on Thurfday the 4th,
when it fixed in the weftern quarter, blowing a
pleafant gentle breeze. The obferved latitude
was 85° 29/, longitude 238°16". The coaft of
New Albior was flill in fight; bearing by com-
pafs from N. E. to N. W. by N. This was the
lait wefaw of it; the wind between W. N. W,
and N. N: W. gradually increafed to a pleafant
gale, which by the evening of Monday the 8th
brought us in- fight of the ifland of Guadaloupe;
this we pafled in the night, and from the obfer-
vations made on the preceding and following
day, which exactly agreed with the fhips run by
the log, 1 had the fatisfaction of finding its fitua-
tion exactly to correfpond with that which we
had before affigned to it ; hence it is fair to pre-
fume, that the whole of this coaft which has
fallen under our examination, has been laid
down relatively correctly, however our longitude
may be found to vary from other ndvigators or
obfervers.

Having afcertained this fa&t, and being un-
willing to lofe any opportunity by which the ad-
vancement of geography might in the flighteft
degree be furthered, I fteered over to the coaft of
California, for the purpofe of fixing in our way
towards cape St. Lucas, the pofition of fome of

K2 the
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the moft projeéing points between that promon-
toty, and the part where we had quitted its {hores
the foregoing autumn; but in fo doing I had no
intention of approaching fufficiently near to at-
tempt a minute delineation of the coaft.

At day-light in the morning of Tuefday the
gth we had fight of the ifland of Cerros, bearing
by compafs from E. N. E. to N. E. about tcn
leagues diftant. This is reprefented in the Spa-
hith charts to be about ten leagues long, and to be
lying before an extenfive bay, on the thores of the
peninfula. The fouth-weftern point of this bay
is a very projecting promontory. named Morro
Hermofo : weft from thence is laid down a fmaller
ifland called Natividad. . ‘To thefe as the .day
advanced we drew fomewhat nearer, but the
tand was ftill too far off to admit of our forming
any correét judgment as to the produ@ions of the
country, or the fhape of its fhores, Thofe of the
ifland of Cerros wore an uneven broken appear-
ance, though on a nearer view they feemed to be
all connected. The fouthern part, which is the
higheft, is occupied by the bafe of a very remark-
able and lofty peaked mountain, that defcends in
a very peculiar rugged manner, and by projeding
into the fea, forms the fouth-weft end of the
ifland into a low craggy rocky point ; this as we
pafled at the diftance of five or fix leagues, feem-
ed, like the other part of the ifland, to be defti.

tute
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tute of trees, and nearly fo of all other vegetable
producions. i Natividad appeared to be more
moderately elevated, and at noon bore by compafs
N. 70 E.; the fouth-eaft point of the ifland of
Cerros, N. 46 E.; the peaked mountain, N, 87
E.; its fouth-weft point, N. 27 E.; its north-
wefterrimoft part in fight; N. 20 E.; and ifle de
St. Benito, which is a {mall ifland, feemingly
with fome frocks and iflets about it, N. 11 W,
diftant eight or nine leagues. In this fituation
the obferved latitude was 27° 51/, longitude by
Arnold’s No. 14, 244° 38Y, by Kendall's 244°
383 and by Arnold’s No. 176, 244° 54/, The
variation, by the furveying compafs, was at this
time 8° caftwardly. ool i e
. 'The weather continued to be fairand pleafant,
and, with a gentle breeze from the north-weft,
we proceeded along the thore. In the afternoon
we had fight of what we fuppofed was Morro
Hermofo, which at that diftance appeared to be
infular, and, like Natividad, feemed to be mo-
derately clevated. Although. we were too far
diftant to attempt an accurate delineation of thefe
thores, yet we were enabled pretty clearly to af-
certain the pofition of their moft prominent
points, and, from the refult of our calculations,
the ifland of Cerros appeared to form on its weft-
ern fide a deep bay, between its north-weft and
fouth-weft points, which are -about five leagues
K3 apart,
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apart, in a direction N.20E.and S. 20 W.; the
peaked mountain being the part whofe fituation
we were beft able to fix, is in latitude 28° 8/,
longitude 244° 58’. From this mountain the
ifland St. Benito lies N, 65 W. at the diftance
of twenty miles, and the ifland of Natjvidad
S. 4 E. diftant fourteen miles. The latter ap-
peared to be. about' four miles long, ina §. E,
and N. W, dire&ion, and, like the ifland of Cer-
ros, prefented a barren and dreary afpeét. Be-
hind it was the point which we had taken for
Morro Hermofo, in latitude 27° 52, longitude
245° 7¢. ~The channels round thefe iflands, and
between them and the main land, are, in the
Spanifh charts, reprefented as clear and navigable;
we were not, however, fufficiently nigh to them
to fatisfy ourfelves in this particular, During the
night our courfe was direéted more’ foutherly,
which, although it kept us within fight of the
land, yet by the morning of Wednefday the 10th,
it had increafed our diftance further from the
coaft than I had reafon to expe®, fram the way
in which it has been laid down. We were now
at the diftance of 12 to 14 leagues, and whether
the parts in fight were or were not immediately
on the fea fhore, it was not pofiible for us to de-
termine, but the thore was fufficiently marked to
admit of our making the neceflary obfervations,
as we failed along it, for the objeét I had in

' view,
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view, » The northernrhoft point in fight at noon,
being the fame land that had formed the north-
ern extremity ever fince the morning, bore by
compafs N. 3 W. diftant feventeen leagues, a
particular-high part, appearing to form the north
point of a bay or opening on the coaft,:N. 17 E,
at the fame diftance ; and what appeared to form
a very confpicuous point, from whence the ‘coaft
feemed to take a very eaftwardly turn, N. 25 E.
diftant thirteen leagues.. In this fituation the
obferved latitude was 20° 487, longitude 245°
20%; and, if the above .eftimations be corred,
the latter point will be found to lie in latitude
27° 20, longitude 245° 4¢/.  Several turtles
were feen at this time on the furface of the fea,
one of which was taken by our fmall boat.. To-
wards {un-fet the weather became cloudy, the
wingd veered to the fouthward, and threatened us
with a heavy rain, but by midnight the wind re-
fumed its north-weft direction, and the weather
became, fair and pleafant. ;Not being in fight of
the coaft, on Thurfday morning the 11th, I fteer-
ed more to the eaftward, and by day-light on
Friday the 12th we were within fight of a high
round mountain, which we fuppofed was on the
main land of the peninfula, bearing by compafs

N.E. 1 E
The part of the ocean in which we had.now
arrived abounded® with bonitos, albicores, and
K 4 various
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other fithes of the tropical regions, with a great
many turtles. 11 Théfe feemed fo perfectly indif«
ferent to any interruption that we occafioned
them, either by pafling near to, or even over
them, that I was induced to fend the {mall boat
to take fome of them up, and in about half an
hour the returned loaded with thirteen very fine
green ones, each weighing from feventy to twa
Thundred pounds. They all proved to be ex-
tremely good eating.. Some of them were ftuck
with the turtle peg, but moft of them were taken
into the boat unhurt. - The obferved latitude
at noon was 25° 11/, longitude 247° 48%, and
the variation of the compafs 9° eaftwardly. The
above high' round mountain at this time bore
N. 30.E. diftant 25 leagues, and land fuppofed
by us to be an ifland, S. 35 E.; to the eaftward
of which our courfe was directed until two 1n the
afternoon, when our conjeCtures were difcovered .
to have -been ill founded; for, inftead of this
land proving to be an ifland, it formed the weft
point of a fpacious open bay, the contiguous
fhores to which were very low, and bounded by
breakers, whilft the more interior country rofe
in fmall detached hillocks, giving the whole from
the deck the appearance of a group of iflands, but
from the maft-head it was feen to be all con-
"ﬂe&cd,”for_‘ fwhich reafon we hauled our wind,
‘and paffed to the weftward of this land, which,
in
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in every point of view, even at a very little dif-
tancs, feemed to be infular, owing to the lownef(s
of the land to the eaftward of the clevated part
that forms the point, and which, in a fouth-eaft
and north-weft direction, appeared to cecupy an
extent of about five miles. It is higheft in the
centre, from whence its north-weftern extremity
fhoots out and defcends gradually to alow point
of land, with an even furface, but in every other
part the acclivity was fteep and irregular; and
the furface, broken into deep chafms, terminates
at the water-fide in abrupt rocky cliffs. On its
northern fide lies an iflet with fome rocks at a
little diftance from the fthore, on which there was
an appearance of fome verdure and fertility, but
where its furface was rocky and broken it had a
fteril and barren afpect. In the evening we paf-
fed within about five miles of this point, which
I fuppofed was the fouth point of the bay de la
Magdalina, and which, according to our obferva-
tions, 1s fituated in latitude 24° 53/, longitude
247° 56', from whence, in a fouth-caft direction,
ét the diftance of about three or four leagues, 1s
another elevated part of the coaft, which, like the
former, at a little diftance, has the appearance of
being infular. As the coaft, for fome extent to
the fouth-eaftward of this ftation, is in the Spanifh
charts reprefented as low, and dangerous to ap-
quqch, we ftretched to the fouth-eaftward during

the
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the night, and on Saturday morning the 13th,
there being no land in fight, we {tood to the
eaftward, and foon regained a diftant view of the
coaft, which was high and mountainous.

Being favored with a fine gale from the north-
weft, and delightfully pleafant weather, we made
great progrefs towards the land, for which we
continued to fteer until nine in the evening;
when, being in 80 fathoms water, and concelv-
ing the land to be not far off, we hauled to the
wind and plied under an cafy fail, with found-
ings from 80 to 9o fathoms, until five on Sunday
morning the 14th, when we again ftood towards
the land, and to our great furprize, at day-light,
found it to be cight leagues diftant, and bearing
by compafs from N. 54 E. to S. 68 E. By ten
in the forenoon we were within about three
leagues of the fhore, at which time we bore
away, and fteered for cape St. Lucas. The parts
of the coaft to which we were now oppofite
were in a great meafure compofed of fteep white
rocky cliffs, from whence the country rofe with
a very broken and uneven furface to a ridge of
{tupendous mountains, which were vifible at a
great diftance into the ocean. The fhores jut
out into fmall projeing points that terminate
in abrupt cliffs, and having lefs elevated land
behind them, gave them at firft the appearance
of being detached iflands along the coatft, but, on

a neargr
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a nearer approach, this;did not feem to be the
cafe. The general face of the country ‘was not
very inviting, being deftitute of trees and other
yvegetable productions.

The_obferved latitude at noon was 25° 12/,
longitude 250°, and the variation of the compafs
7° eaftwardly. At this time the northernmoft
part of the exterior coaft of California in fight
bore. by compafs N. 15 E. the nearcft fhore
N. 63 E. diftant three leagues, and a point te
the northward of, and intercepting our view of
cape St. Lucas 8. 39 E. diftant {ix leagues, be-
yond which the cape foon appeared, and was
found to lie from that point S. 47 E. diftant two
leagues. In the afterncon we paffed this point,
or promontory, which gradually, though not
very regularly, defcends from the range of moun-
tains before mentioned, and terminates at its
fouth extremity in a hummock of low, or very
moderately elevated land, that had the fame
rocky fteril appearance as that we had been op-
pofite to in the morning,

The weather had been very favorable to the
obje& I had bad in view in thus directing our
courfe to the fouthward. According to our ob-
fervations cape St. Lucas is fituated in latitude
22° 52’ longitude 250° 16’ 18". The very
fharp turn which the coaft takes from that point
towards the gulph of California, enabled us in a

very
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very precife manner to afcertain the moft pro-
je&ing-part of the cape, which according to the
Spanifh charts, and the information I had pro-
cured from the Spaniards themfelves, is fituated
under the fame meridian as their- eftablithment
of St, Jofeph, and which agrecably to the Spanifh
printed chart compiled by Miguel Coftanfo in
1770, is ftated to be in Jatitude 23° 3’ 427, lon+
gitude 250° 17 30"." On ‘the confirmation of
our calculations by this authority’I derived much
gratification, as [ had now great reafon to pre-
fume, that the pofition of the weftern coaft of
America between cape St. Lucas in California,
and cape Douglas in Cook’s inlet, as heretofore
ftated by e, would be found tolerably corre&.
The very trivial variation that had occurred in
the rate of Arnold’s No. 14 for the preceding
two or three months, induced me to place my
principal reliance upon it, and by which the lon-
gitude of cape St. Lucas differed from the above,
only 17 12", By Arnold’s No. 82 on board the
Chatham, the longitude of the cape was 250° ¢/;
Arnold’s No. 176, gave 250° 37/; and Ken-
dall’s, 250° 217 30". From thefe feveral refults
it thould feem, that Arnold’s No. 176 varied
moft from the truth; and as I have had occafion
before to obferve, this deviation may poflibly.
have arifen by the motion it received on its

being
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being taken on fhore, for the purpofe of difcover-
ing its rate of going.

As the fituation of the Marias iflands lying be-
tween cape St. Lucas and cape Corientes before
the port of St. Blas, had been varioufly defined
by different perfons, and as thefe iflands were
nearly in our route, an opportunity was likely to
be afforded me for determining their pofition ;
and on confidering the length of the paffage we
had yet to perform, I was induced to hope we
might at thofe iflands be able to recruit our
ftock of water; for thefe reafons our courfe was
direted towards the Marias, with a frefth gale
from the northward, and delightful weather.
The fea 1iill abounded with fith, and feveral
turtle were feen; but as our former fupply was
not yet exhaufted, and as the gale was too
favorably tempting to admit of a moment’s de-
lay, they remained unmolefted.

According to Dampier, the iflands for which
we were then fteering are fituated E. S. E. at the
diftance of 40 leagues from cape St. Lucas; ac-
cording to the Spanifh chart 47 leagues ; and by
the Spanifh MS. chart they are ftated to be 6o
leagues from that promontory. This irrecon-
cilable difference rendered it no eafy tafk to de-
termine on which to rely; the difference in the
Spanith charts rendered the accuracy of cach
equally queftionable, and our own cxperience

had
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had proved both of them to be very erroneous in
feveral inftances. Under this uncertainty, about
nine o’clock on Monday the 15th, at night, being
then 42 leagues from cape St. Lucas, and in the
dire@ion in which the Marias were faid to lie,
we plied under an eafy fail until the next morning,
Tuefday the 16th, when we made all fail, fteering
to the E.S. E. which courfe; by nine in the
forenoon, brdugh’c us in fight of thofe iflands,
bearing by‘ compaf$ E. N, ;-1n this direction we
inftantly ftecred, but as we were not fufficiently
up with the land to gain anchorage before dark,
the night was pafled in preferving our fituation
with the land, and in the morning of Wednef+
day the 17th, we fteered for the paffage between
the northernmoft and the middle, or Prince
George's ifland, fo diftinguithed by Dampier.
The moft northern and largeft ifland of this
group, is about thirteen miles long; ina S. E,
by E. and N. W. by W. dire&ion, which is
alfo nearly the line in which thefe iflands feem-
ed to lie from each other. As we pafled -along
the northernmoft ifland it appeared to be but
moderately clevated, notwithﬁ:anding that we
bad defcried it at the diftance of near 18 leagues ;
its higheft part is towards the fouth, from whence
it gradually defcends and terminates in a long
low point at its north-weft extremity, which
according to our obfervations is fituated S, 68 E.

and
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and at the diftance of 64 leagues from cape St.
Lucas. A low detached iflet, and a remarkably
fteep white cliffy rock, lte off this point of the
ifland, whofe fhores are alfo compofed, but par-
ticularly {o on its fouth-weft fide, of fteep white
rocky cliffs ; the fame fort of fubftance feemed
to be its principal component part, and although
in foine places it was tclerably well covered with
low fhrubs, yet upon the whole it prefented bt
a dreary and unprodu&ive fcene. Its fouth-eaft-
ern extremity, which likewife defcends gradually
from the fummit of the ifland, terminates alfo
in a low proje¢ting point with fome rocks lying
off from it. On either fide is a fmall bay; that
on the eaftern fide is bounded by a beach, alter-
nately compofed of rocks and fand, and as we
gained foundings of 35 fathoms at fome diftance
as we paffed by it, little doubt was entertained
of its affording good anchorage, provided the
bottom fhould be godd; as it is protected againft
the general prevailing winds. The furf however
broke with fome violence on its fhores, and as
it did not feem from the fcanty portion of its
vegetable productions, and the apparent drynefs
of the foil, to poflefs what we principally, and
indeed only wanted, water; we proceeded to-
wards that ftation which Woods Rogers defcribes
to have occupied, and where about the fame
feafon of the year, he procured a great fupply of

excellent
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excellent water. This was on the north-eaft
fide of Prince George’s ifland. In our way thi-
ther we pafled between Prince George's and the
north wefternmoft ifland, in a paflage about fix
miles wide, with foundings from 20 to 40 fa<
thoms, fandy bottom, and fo far as we became
acquainted with its navigation, it is free from
danger or interruption.  The fouth-weft fide of
Prince George’s ifland is bounded by detached
rocks lying at a fmall diftance from its fhores ;
thefe in general, but more {o on its northern and
eaftern fide, defcend gradually from the center
of the ifland (whofe fummit is nearly as high as
that of the northernmoft ifland,) and terminate
at the water-fide in a fine fandy beach. This was
infinitely more verdant than the other ifland, as
its vegetable produétions extended from the more
clevated parts to the wath of the fea, and grew
with fome luxuriance though we did not per-
ceive any trees of great fize on the ifland, nor
did it feem to afford any ftreams or runs of frefh
water. Some gullies were feen as we paffed
along, which in addition to the cheerful appear-
ance of the country, flattered us with the hope,
that on further examination they would be found
to afford us the fupply of water we needed.
Having thortly after noon, reached the fpot
pointed out by former vifitors as moft likely to
furnith this effential article, we anchored on a

clear



1704.] TROUND THE WORLD. 145

clear fandy bottom, m 10 fathoms water, about
‘three quarters of a mile from the fhore, on the
north-caftern fide of Prince George’s ifland ; its
eaft point bearing by compafs S. 16 E. about two
‘miles and a half diftant; its north-caft point,
N. 68 W. diftant two miles; the north point of
the northernmoft ifland, N. 46 W. about fix
leagues diftant ; and rthc moft fouthern ifland,
which is the {mallef}, from S. 21 E. to S. 45 E.
about four leagues- diftant.

Two boats were immediately difpatched with
Mr. Whidbey -and Mr. Manby in different direc-
“tions in'quelt of water, which however, if found,
could ot -be :got on board without fome diffi-
culty, on account -of the furf which bioke on
every part of the fhore, but not fo violently as
to prevent the -parties from landing. In the
evening both returned; Mr. Whidbey had ex-
tended ‘kis excurfion tothe north-weftward from
our anchorage, without finding any water, and
Mr. Manby had been equally’ unfuccefstul to the
fouth-eaftward round the fouth point of the
ifland. On its foutheaft fide the beds of many
fpacious water courfes were feen, which in the
rainy feafon appeared to-give vent to copious
ftreams, as fome of them were twenty feet in
width. In fome a moifinefs ‘was obferved, and
Mr. Manby was of opinion, that by digging wells,
water might have been procured. A fupply by

Vor. VL L this
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this means was however precarious, and as we
could not devote any time to uncertainties, I
determined to depart without further delay, and
.at eight o'clock we were again under fail.

Our vifit to thefe iflands not having afforded
us an cpportunity of making a very accurate de-
lineation of their fhores, or of acquiring fuch
information as might render them objects wor-
thy the particular attention of future vifitors to
thefe feas, I have not fubjoined any fketch ot
them, and fhall content myfelf by noticing, that
-the anchorage we quitted, 1s fituated acl:.cording
to our obfervations made on the preceding day,
and the day after we failed (not having obtained
any obfervations on the day of our arrival and
departure) in latitude 21° 28/, longitude 253°
54’; and that in a dire&ion N. 50 W. and
S.,50 E.; thefe iflands occupy a fpace of about
14 leagues; the length of the northernmoft has
been already ftated, its breadth is about nine
miles; the next in fize and dire&ion is Prince
George’s ifland, this is about cight leagues in
circuit ; and the third, or fouth-cafternmoft; is
about nine miles round. In navigating near
them we obferved no danger; fome detached
iflets and rocks are about the thores, but all are
fufhiciently confpicuous to be avoided ; and the
-regularity of the foundings, fo far as our exami-
nation extended, gave us reafon to believe, that

{fecure
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fecure anchorage might be obtained againt the
prevailing winds, at a commodious diftance from
the thore.

From the gentlemen who had landed (being
myfelf from the the ill ftate of my health unable
to go on fhore) I became acquainted, that the
foil of Prince George's ifland feemed to be prin-
cipally of a fandy nature, on which the chief
valuable production was Jlignum wite, befides
which, was an almoft impenetrable thickct of
{mall trees and buthes of a thorny nature, toge-
ther with the prickly pear, and fome plants of
the orange and lemon tribe ; the whole growing
as clofe to the water fide as the wath of the furf
would permit. Some of the /ignum vite which
was cut clofe to the beach and brought on board,
worked up full eight inches in diameter at heart;
this wood was very ponderous, of a clofe black
gram, and extremely hard. Before this time I
“did not recollec to have met with this fpecies of
wood growing on any of the iflands in thefe feas,
and it is not improbable, that in the more inte-
rior parts of this ifland the trees may be of a
.much larger fize. About the outfkirts of the
woods, for excepting where in the rainy feafon
the defcending waters had formed a path, the
thicket was impenetrable ; many birds were feen,
‘thofe of the larger kind were hawks of feveral
forts, green parrots with yellow heads, paroquets,

L2 pigeons,
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pigeons, doves, and a variety of {fmall birds, many
of which were-of beautiful plumage, Pelicans,
gulls, curlews, terns, and fandpipers were ob-
ferved, ‘but “no- quadrupeds were feen, although
in the fand on the bottom of fome of the water-
courfes ‘Mr.'Manby noticed the footing of an
animal, which he confidered to be about the fize
of a fox; many turtle tracks were on the beach,
and nearly a hundred of dead manatee, or fea~
cows, were lodged at fome diftance beyond the
préfent range of the furf. The carcafles of thefe
animals, from their then ftate of putrefaction,
were confidered by ‘Mr."Manby to have been fo
left about ten or twelve days before, and as they
all feemed to be nearly in the fame ftate of de-
-cay, the only -cenjecture that could be reafonably
formed, was, that they had been {o depofited ina
violent foutherly ftorm. They were eagerly de-
voured by-the vultures, hawks, and other birds of
prey that had affembled about them in great
pumbcrs, and it appeared to be not improbable
that the carnivorous animals of the Marias are
frequently regaled with fuch fumptuous repafls,
for, befides the fea-cows that remained intire,
‘the fkeletons of many hundreds of the fame or
fimilar animals had been in like manner caft on
‘fhore, at'more remote and different periods. A
variety of fith common to the tropical regions
were feen in great. numbers about the fhores;

amongit
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amongft thefe the tharks were very bold and
daring, they followed the boats, and made re-
peated attempts to catch the oars, in which one
of them at length fucceeded, but with the lofs-
of five of its teeth, which were-left in the blade
of the oar. A few fnakes and guannas were alfo
{een, and fome of the latter were very good eat-
ing. No traces of human vifitors were per-
ceived, though on fhore fome drift wood was
found, with evident marks of its having been
worked or hewn with European tools.

This appeared to me to be the fubftance of
the information we acquired by calling at thefe
iflands, which are not more than 160 leagues
from Acapulco, and in the immediate vicinity of
St, Blas. In the-Spanith M. S. chart they are
placed weft from. that port, at the diftance of
about 20 leagues, which appeared' to corrcfpbnd"
exaltly with our obfervations, in refpe@ to the
bearings from cape St. Lucas, and to differ only
three leagues in the diftance'from that promon-
tory ; this was further proved (fo far as eftimated
diftances could be relied upon) by the diftant
view we had had of the continent in that direc-
tion at our laft place of anchorage; notwith-
ftanding which, thefe iflands do not feem to have
engaged or attracted the attention of the Spanith
government.

As on leaving the Marias it was my intention

L3 to
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to make cape Corientes, in order to afcertain its
latitude and longitude, our courfe was directed
between the iflands and the main land ; fteering
well to the eaftward at firft, in order that we
might avoid a fhoal faid to extend fome diftance
from the thores of the fouthernmoft of the Ma-

rias ; at midnight we purfued a more foutherly

courfe, but the wind, though attended with fine
pleafant weather, was fo moderate, that at day-

light on Thurfday the 18th, the iflands we had
left were ftill in fight, bearing by compafs the
fouthernmoft from N. 82 W. to N. 72 W;

Prince George's ifland, from N. 70W.toN.64 W ;
the eaft point of the northernmoft, N.58 W.;-
and a diftant view of the continental thore from
N.E. by N. to E. by S. This was too remote
to form any judgment refpe@ing the country,

further than its appearing to have a very lofty
and uneven furface, fwelling into various crm-«,
nences of different forms and magnitude.

The obferved latitude at noon was 21°, lon-
gitude 254° 27/, and the variation of the com-
pafs 7° 30 eaﬁwardly.‘ In this fitvation the
high land over cape Corientes bore by compafs
S.25 E, land appearing like a fmall ifland, lying
at fome diftance from the continent S. 66 E.;
the northernmoft part of the main land in fight
N.N. E,, and the fouthernmoft of the Marns
flands N. 58 W., diftant nine leagues, Much‘

ta
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to our furprize, in the afternoon we approached
a fmall black rugged rock, or, more properly*
{peaking, a clofely connected clufter of {mall
rocks, which though deferving of attention, from
their {ituation, and the fafety of the navigation
between cape Corientes, St. Blas, and the Marias,
yet they are not inferted in cither of the Spanifh'
charts, nor do they appear to have been noticed
by any former vifitor with whofe .obfervations I
have become acquainted. The fpace they oc-
cupy does not appear to exceed the dimenfions
of a large fhip’s hull, nor are they much higher.
They are at a great diftance from any land, and,
fo far as we could perceive on pafling by them
at the diftance of about half a league, the water
near them appeared to be deep in every dire&tion.
‘We could not gain foundings clofe round them
with the hand-line, nor did this fmall rocky
group feem to be fupported by any bed of rock
or fhallow bank. The fhores of the main land,
to the eaftward of them, at the diftance of about
eight leagues, appeared to be broken, and about
ten miles within them are two fmall iflands.
Thefe rocks, according to our obfervations, are
fituated in latitude 20° 45/, longitude 254° 27/,
lyilfg from the land mentioned at noon as ap-
i)earing like an inlet S. 76 W. fix leagues dif-
tant, and from the fouthernmoft of the Marias

8. 36 E. at the diftance of 12 or 13 leagues,
L4 In
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In the evening the breeze that had been very,
moderate all day, frethened, and towards mid-
might we pafled cape Corientes, at the diftance
of about five leagues; this time was rather un-
favourable for the fixing of its pofition; but as
it was ftill in fight at day-light the next morn-
ing, Friday the 19th, bearing by compafs N. 8 E.
and having been conftantly within our view
during the -night, I fhould fuppofe that it’s
fituation as refulting from our obfervations will
be liable to no very material crror.  Thefe placed,
cape Corientes in latitude 20° 22/, longitude,
254° 40’ ; from whence if this {tatement be cor-
reét, the above rocky group will be found to lie
N. 26 W. at the diftance of nine leagues.

The American coatt to the fouthward of cape
Corientes not continuing to take a dire&ion fa-
vorable to our route, we were ne longer defirous
of keeping near 1ts fhores, and 1 therefore made
the beft of our way towards the ifland. of Cocos.
and the Gallipagos, with an intention of ftopping
at one or both of thofe places. . At noon the ob-.
ferved latitude was 19° 15%, longitude 254° 48/;
the coaft at this time was ftill in fight, bearing
by compafs north, from N. 85 E. an;i,its neareft
part N. E. about ten leagues from us. We were
now accompanied by many of the tropical fithes,
and oceanic birds, and notwithftanding that we
hada frefh breczc from. the north-we{tward, the

weather
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weather was very fultry and unpleafant. ;; The.
thermometer within thefe tweo days‘;héd rifen
from 70 to 81, and the heat that we now ex-,
perienced was attended with a degree of oppref-
five inconvenience, that excecded any thing of
the fort | had ever before felt, under fimilar cir-
cumitances of fuch an alteration in the height
of the mercury. The unpleafantnefs of the at-
mofphere on Saturday morning became greatly
increafed by the north-wefterly wind dying away,
and by its being fucceeded by calms of light va-
riable airs.  The atmofphere was perfedtly: clear,
ferene, and unincumbered either  with fogs or
clouds, which, madg it very difficult to.account
for the extraordinary change in the climate. be-
tween our then ftation and the three Marias
iflands, as the diftance did not exceed 70 leagues.
This méy poflibly be acounted for by the project-
ing promontory of cape Corientes, and other parts
of this: mountainous. country intercepting thofe
cool, refrething gales from the north that are fo
gratefuland acceptable to the-human conflitution,
That part of the globe-we had now- to pafs
over having pecn little frequented by perfons pof-
{efling the means of making dug, obfervations on
the vertical inclination of the magnetic needlg, |
purpofed to procure fome obfervations at different
intcrvals when the thip was fufficiently fteady
for
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for this purpofe. This day in latitude 18° 207,

fongitude 255° 40', the marked end, north face

caft, thewed - - 38°17¢
Ditto Ditto ~ Weft, 38 3
Ditto South face Eaft, 34 3
Ditto Ditto Weft, 36 20

Mean vertical inclination of the
north point of the marine dipping
teedle - - - 36 41

The horizontal inclination er variation was
about 60° eaftwardly.

A continuation of very light winds made our
progrefs very flow, through an ocean on whofe
furface great numbers of turtles, in every direc-
tion, were lying afleep, and we had only to lower
down the boat, and without interruptirigy the pro-
grefs of the thip, make choice of as many as we
required ;- though under our prefent circum-
ftances we would readily have waved the acqui-
{ition of thefe luxuries for a little more wind, as
with that which now prevailed, the thip’s mo-
tion through the water was{carcely perceptible.

We had again fight of the American coaft on
Sunday morning the 21ft; -1t bore by compafs
from N. 5 E.-to eaft, to N. 72 E.; but at{o re-
mate a diftance that we loft every appearance of
it by noon, when the obferved latitude was 17°
56/, longitude 255° 52'._, Duﬁng the two pre-

ceding
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ceding days we had very light variable winds
from the eaftward and S. E, with alternate calms,
and very oppreflive fultry weather ; but by
Thurfday the 25th we had {fome little alleviation,
as the wind then blew a moderate fteady breeze
from the north-weftward. Whilft the light
winds continued we were greatly incommoded
by a very heavy fwell from the fouth-eaftward,
which made the thip extremely uneafy; this had
now in a great meafure fubfided; but the wea-
ther though perfectly clear was {till very hot and
fultry, the thermometer night and day varying
from 81 to 83. Had it not been for our anxious
folicitude to get forward, and the exceffive heat
of the weather, our fituation would have been by
no means unpleafant ; the ocean was tranquil,
and' abounded with a great variety of fith; its
furface as it were was covered with turtles, and
the numerons fea fowls hovering over, and diving
for their prey, prefented fuch an animated fcene,
as the ocean, unaffifted by intervening land, or
ather objeéts, 1s feldom, I believe, found to ex-
hibit. We were here at no lofs to provide a re-
paft for this our fourth Chriftmas day fince we
had quitted the civilized world; and with the
addition of the frefh beef, mutton, and poultry
vyemhad brought from Monterrey, the officers
tables prefented fuch an appearance of luxury as’

18
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is not - frequently feen in fuch diftant regions of
the ocean. In-addition to our frefh provifions,
and what the fea afforded, the people were ferved
fuch an extra allowance of grog as was fufficient
for the celegbration of the day, and to call to their-
recolle@ion their friends and favorites at home ;
on which occafion, though perhaps the circum-
ftance- may appear too trivial here to be noticed,
yet as the fentiment arofe fpontaneouly from the
gratitude of the crew, 1 am induced to mention
it; the memory of Sen' Quadra, and the health
of Tamaahmaah were not. forgotten. C

The fame light baffling winds. continued to
impede our progrefs, which was tardy and irk-
fome beyond all defcription; in addition to:
wiich, fome of our water catks were found to:
have leaked out; this, very. contrary to my.
withes, obliged me to reftrain the allowance of.
water to three quarts a.man per.day. So. very-
flowly did we proceed, that by Wednefday the
311t at noon we had only reached the latitude of
13° 507, longitude..259° 5" 30" ; the latter was
deduced from 116 fets of lunar diftances, as fol-
low, ‘with the fun and aldebaran on different fides
of the moon between the 27th and 314t of De-
cember.  Thofe taken on the 27th, and brought:
forward by Arnold’'s No. 14, gave the following
refults,

The
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Whidbey, 239° 38 50

4 ditto Mr. Baker, 259
6 ‘ditto Mr.-Manby, 259
6 ditto Mr. Orchard, 259
6 ditto,taken-on 29th, by Mr. Whidbey, 259
6 ditto Mr, Baker, 259
6 ditto ‘Mr. Manby, 259
6 -ditto "Mr. Orchard, ‘259
6 ) abaldebaran eaft of her, Mr. Whidbey, 259
6 ditto Mr. Baker, 260
4 ditto Mr. Manby, 260
6 ditto "Mr. Orchard, 259
6 D afit welt ofher, taken 31t Mr. Whidbey, 259
6 ditto “Mr. Baker, 259
6 ditto Mr. Manby, 259
6 ditto Mr. ©rchard, 259
4 p abaldebaran ea'ﬁ‘ofher,‘Mr. Whidbey, 259
6 ditto ‘M. Baker, 259
6 ) abaldebaran eaft of ter, Mr. Manby, 259
6 ditto Mr. Orchard, 260
3 ditto Myfelf, 259
3days’ obfervations, in 28 fets, Mr. Whidbey, 259
ditto 28 ‘Mr. Baker, 259
ditto 28 Mr.'Manby, 259
ditto 29 Mr. Orchard, 259

‘The mean of the whole, colleQively taken,

heing the refult of 116 fets of lunar diftances,

thewed the longitude, at noon on the $1ft-of
December, 1794, to be - - 259
At which time Arnold’s No. 14 thewed 260
No. 176 260
Kendall’s - 260
And by the dead reckoning - 260

32
52
50
45
37
55

56

52
14
8

‘55
46
41

47
417
52

58

55

1
58
47

48"

55
54

51

53
46

45
‘43
217
40
35
22
35
2
17
10
‘38
50
47
43
2
4
10
1
52
25

55
51
19

45
30
36

Hence,
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Hence, as I confidered the longitude deduced
from the lunar obfervations to be corre&®, or
nearly {o, it will appear evident that the chrono-
meters, fince the commencement of the very hot
weather, had been gaining confiderably lefs than
the rate we were allowing as afcertained at Mon-
terrey ; for which reafon a new rate was, from
thefe and fubfequent obfervations, found and
adopted for pointing out our longitude, by the
chronometers, from this ftation fouthward to the
ifland of Cocos.

By this mode No. 14, at
noon, on the 31t of December,
appeared to be faft of mean time

at Greenwich, - - 5h 317 36" 457
And to be gaining on mean
time per day at the rate of, - 20

No. 176, faft of mean time.at
Greenwich on the fame day, 11 51 59 45
And to be gaining on mean

time per day at the rate of, - 4i 5
Kendall’s faft of mean time on -

the fame day, - - 10 11 43 45
And to be gaining on mean |

time per day at the rate of, 21 35

CHAP.
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CHAPTER IV.

Vifit the Ifland of Cocos—Some Defecription of that
Hfland— Afironomical and nautical Obfervations
there—Proceed to the Southward—Pafs between
Wenman's and Culpepper’s Iflands—See the Gal-
lipagos Ylands, and afeertain their Situation.

URING our paffage thus far from Monter-
rey, it did not appear that we had been
much affe@ted by currents, the log and the ob-
fervations having in general correfponded very
nearly, and the difference between the longitude,
by the dead reckoning, and that which I confi-
dered to be the true longitude, had not exceeded
half a degree, the dead reckoning having been in
general to the eaftward of the truth.

The wind 1n the north-weftern quarter con-
tinued to blow a fteady breeze, and as we ad-
vanced to the fouth-eaftward it increafed in its
force; the heat was lefs oppreffive, and the mer-
cury inthe thermometer fell to a general tempe-
rature of about 78; the atmofphere was com-
monly clear, and the fea, which was remarkably
{mooth, abounded with immenfe numbers of
flying fith, dolphins, bonitos, albicores, and a.

great
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great varicty of {fmaller fith; of turtles we eafily
procured as many as we could difpenfe with.

By noon on Monday the 5th we had reached
the latitude of 9© 27/, and the longitude, brought
forward from the preceding lunar obfervations,
-with the new rates of the chronometers, was
thewn by Arnold’s No. 14 to ‘be 263° 36’ 157,
No. 176, 263° 34 15", and by Kendall's 263°
40'; the ‘dead reckoning ‘at this time fhewed
265° 33!; whence it became evident that we
were now materially affe¢ted by a current fetting
to the weftward, as this deviation had been gra-
dually increafing {ince the 311t of December, and
by our daily obfervations for the latitude, the di-
rection of ‘this current feemed to be irregularly
between the north, fometimes correfponding,
-and at others to the fouth of the obfervations.

In this {ituation the vertical inclination of the
magnetic needle was as under :

Marked end North face Eaft - 24° 50/
- Ditto ditto Weft - 25 30
Ditto  South face Eaft, - 24 45
Ditto ditto Weft, - 24 30
Mean inclination of the marine dip-
‘ping needle - - - 24 54

The ‘variation being about 7% degrees eaft-

wardly.
The two fucceeding days we were fet to the
fouthward, -at therate of about half a mile per
hour,
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bour, and on Wednefday the 7th the wind from
the north-caftward again became very light, and
I found it neceffary to begin diftilling frefh water
from the fea ; by this procefs, wichout any great
additional expenditure of fuel, a fupply of from
twelve to eighteen gallons of freth water was pro-
cured in the courfe of each day; and although it
could not be confidered of the firit quality, yet it
was perfectly freth, and applicable to all the pur-
pofes of cooking. In this refpet it was highly
acceptable, as by the affiftance of the diftilled
water, we were enabled to appropriate to greater
advantage the abundant refrefhments which the
fea ftill continued to afford, and which were fome
compenfation for the very tedious and tardy pro-
grefs that the faint baffling winds permitted us
to make. .

Since Wednefday we had frequently noticed
very ftrong riplings on the furface of the water,
but felt fcarcely any effeé from currents. The
obferved latitude on Sunday the 11th was 7° 47,
longitude, by Arnold’s No. 14, 266°27’; No.
176, 260° 20”; Kendall's, 266° 33’ ; and by the
dead reckoning 268° 32’; fo that admitting No.
14, as I conceived it to be, neareft the truth, the
error in the reckoning, fince the 5th, had only in-
creafed 19’. The variation of the compafs was
now about 8° eaftwardly. During the laft weck
the clouds, particularly in the northern quarter,

Vor. V1 M had
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lad formetimes hung about the horizon very dark
and heavily, but they had now difpetfed without
any rain, excepting about noon on the préceding
day, when we had a {mart {hower that latted
nearly two hours, and was the firft rain that had
fallen with us fince our arrival at Monterrey in
the beginning of November laft.

‘As we thus gently advanced to the fouth-eaft=
ward, the riplings on the furface of the water
became more frequent, and were attended with
a greater degree of agitation, making a ruftling
hiffing noife, like a tide in fhoal water; and
though we felt fomething of their influence, they
feemed infinitely more to affet the Chatham in
her fteerage ; yet, from the -refult of our obfer-
vations, they did not appear to be the confequence
of any current, which gave rife to an idea, that
probably the fpace we were then pafling over
was of very uneven bottom. To -afcertain this
fa&t foundings were tried; but no bottom was
found in thefe riplings with 140 to 170 fathoms
of line. During the night of Monday the 12th,
‘and until noon the following day, we had a freth
breeze from the N. N. E., which afterwards
veered round to the eaftward and E. S. E, neatly
in the dire€ion in which I withed to fteer. On
Wednefday noon we had reached the latitude of
5°37', longitude 268 31/, approaching nearly to
the parallel of theifland of Cocos, and about two

or
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or three degrees of longitude to the weftward of
its meridian, according to the different accounts
of its fituation in the ocean; and as we had no
indication whatever of our having left it to the
weltward of us, our courfe was directed . eaft-
wardly, as the moft probable means of finding
the ifland.

We were flill attended by vaft numbers of
fith, varying both in fize and fpecies; few birds
were now about us, and the abundance of turtles
was fo much decreafed, that, on Thur{day the
15th, notwithftanding the day was for the moft
part calm, our boat’s crew caught only two.
The weather ftill continued clear, and gave us{o
good a view all around us, that had any land
been within the limits of our horizon, it could
not have efcaped our notice. After having pafled
to the fouth of the 6th degree of north latitude,
we again found ourfelves under the influence of
the current, that, during the 14th, had fetus 18/,
in adireCtion S.47. E., and, during the laft,
twenty-four hours, at the fame rate, in a dircc-
tion N. 62 E. A light breeze fpringing up foon,
after noon from the north, we purfued our eaft-
wardly courfe, intending to incline a Iittle to the
fouthward. This however we- were prevented
doing, from the current continuing to ict to the
E. N. E. at the rate of a mile per hour; fo that at

noon the following day, Friday the 1ith, our ob-
M 2 {ferved
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ferved latitude was 5° 51/, and the lomgitude
26¢° 32/,

o+ The tranquil ftate of the wind and fea, which
‘with {o little interruption had for fuch a length
of time attended us, now feemed likely to un~
dergo a very material change. A very heavy
fwell rolled from the weftward, and the atmof-
phere became loaded with denfe, heavy clouds,
pai‘tic_ular]y between the S. E. and S. W.; in
this dire@ion our view was limited to a very few
miles.  The wind now blowing a gentle breeze
from the N. W a more foutherly courfe was pur-
fued, in the hope of regaining what we had loft
by the current having driven us to the north-
ward. Towards midnight, after about: three
hours calm, the wind came from the fouthward,
and obliged us to fteer again to the caftward;
this I much regretted, as we had not, with all
our efforts, yet been able to get fo far {outh, as
the latitude affigned to the ifland we were in
queft of, which according to Lord Anfon’s voy-
age 1s ftated to bein 5°20’, and by the Bucca-
neers 1 5° 15, 1 could not help being appre-
henfive, that a continuation of thefe adverfe.
winds and currents would oblige us to pafs to the
northward of the ifland without feeing it; for,
by our obfervations on Saturday the i7th, after-
making every allowance, inftead of our being in
latitude 5° 22', which was fhewn by the reckon-

ing,
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ing, the refults of our meridional and d uble al-
titudes (which agreed extremely well together)
proved our latitude to be 5° 46/, and that we
were alfo feveral miles to the eaftward of our ac-
count, the longitude being 270° 37, The va-
riation at this time was 83° caftwardly.

Between this and the preceding noon, we had
paffed over upwards of a degree of longitude,
without being able to fee far to the fouth of the
latitude of 5° 30’, owing to very thick hazy
gloomy weather; hence it was very poffible, that
we might have paffed to the northward of the
ifland of Cocos. This was confidered by fome
on board to have been highly probable, from the
circumftance of our being now attended by vaft
numbers of the different fpecies of birds that are
generally found frequenting the thores of the un-
inhabited tropical iflands; but this did not
amount to proof, as thofe birds might have been
attracted to-the neighbourhood of cur then fitua-
tion by the great numbers of bonitos, albicores,
and other fithes, with which the fea at that time
abounded : and as we were fucecfsful in taking
as many of them as we could make ufc of, they
made us ample amends for the deficiency of turtle,
which did not appear to be an objeét of much
regard, as I believe moft of us began to be tired
of that food, which was only ufed to diverQfy our
other provifions.

M 3 The
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The currents with which we had met, thewed
that little reliance was to be placed on the lon-
gitudc,*afﬁgned"to any land in this part of the
ocean, from the teftimony of thofe who had fo
long fince vifited thefe regions, but who-had not
been provided with the means. we poflefled for
afcertaining the ftrength and dire&ion of thefe
ftreams.

For fome days paft we had been fet confider-
ably to the caftward, and as, from the feveral au-
thorities I had confulted, it did’ not appear that
we had yet reached the moft " eaftern fituation
affigned to the ifland in queftion;" the prefump-
tion was t}iat 1t was fhill to the eatward of our
prefent track’; and although I thould have‘bcén
~greatly mortified to have been obliged to abindon
an obj‘e& that had fo much attra®ed my atten-
tion, yet, from the reduced ftate of our water in
confequence of this unexpedtedly tedious paffage,
and the worn-out and defective ftate of olr wa-
ter-cafks, the reaching of the ifland of -Cocos
became a matter more of neceffity than choice;
as I was very unwilling to enter any poit in the
continent. There feemed, however, no profpect
of effeting this, unlefs we fhould be able to
thape fuch a courfe as would countera® the
ftrength of the adverfe north-eatterly current.
For this purpofe, with the wind at S. S. W. we
ficered to the S, E. and in the evenifig had a to-

lerably
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lerably diftinct view a-head, but the-fouth-weft
horizon was ftill obfeured in dark denfe cleuds,
and haze; the night was moftly calm, but inthe
following morning, Sunday the 18th, the weatheg
was ferene and clear, attended with a gentle
breeze trom the N. W, with which we ftcered
to the fouth and at. noon were in latitude 5233/,
longitude 271°%77; having been fet during the
laft ¢wenty-four houss 13/ to the north, and 11°
to the eaft of our reckoning.

The clear weather was not of long continuange
in the fouthern quarter, although the oppofite
{ide of the horizon retained its former appearance;
for by fun-fet we could not fee a mile from the
fhip 1n the eaftern, fouthern, or fouth-weftern
quarters. The various kinds of birds became
more numerous, ‘and having at’ length reached
the flated parallel of the ifland, we plied during
the night, which was attended by variable winds,
fome rain, and dark gloomy weather.  This con-
tinned until noon the next day, Monday the 1gth,
when thc obferved latitude was 5° 14/, longitude
271° ¢’ ; being 10’ to the north, and 4! to the
caft of what the log fhewed. ;, The weather now
admitted of an extenfive view all round, but no
land was in fight; and as the number of hirds
was confiderably leflened, fome additional rcafons
were offered in fupport of the former opinion,
that we had left the ifland to the {fouth-weftward

‘ M 4 of
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of us. Of this however I was by no means con-
vinced, as in my feveral traverfes over the Pacific
Ocean, I had feldom found that fuch indications
amounted to a proof of the very near vicinity of
land.

With the wind between the fouth and S. W.
although I had continued during the night to
the fouth-eaftward, we were not able to keep
our fouthing; for the obferved latitude at noon
the following day, Tuefday the 20th, was 5° 16/,
the longitude 271° 52/, which was 24’ further
north, and 10’ further eaft than was given by our
reckoning.

In the courfe of the laft three or four days we
had, in different inftances, been deceived for a
thort time both by night and day, by very heavy
dark clouds which aflumed the appearance of
land. Shortly after noon a fimilar refemblance
was feen from the maft-head at a great diftance,
bearing E. N. E. which was not given credit to
as being land, until aided by a gentle breeze and
the cucrent, we had approached nearer to it by
three leagues, when it was decided beyond all
queftion to be land. Concluding it to be the
long-looked for ifland of Cocos, at the diftance
of 11 or 16 ‘leagues, the glad tidings were com-
m@nicatcd by ﬁgnal to our little confort. All
the turtles had now left us, but we had {tll many
fithes and fea fowl attending us, though thefe

| were
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were’ not quite o numerous as on the preceding
evening. The night was calm or accompanied
with lLight-variable winds, which continued with
rain and dark gloomy weather until noon the
next day, fo that no obfervations coald be ob-
‘tained for afcertaining the fhip’s fituation: we
had however made fome progrefs, as the ifland
now bore by compafs N. 73 E. to N. 81 E. not
more than 6 or 7 leagues from us. In this we
had been much affifted by the current fetting us
directly towards the land, the fouth-weft extre-
mity of which appeared in this point of view, to
rife abruptly from the fea in fteep rugged cliffs
to a confiderable height; and then ina moderate
afcent to its moft elevated part; this was a hill
of no very great fize; from whence it defcended
with a more uniform declivity to its northern ex-

tremity, which appeared like a detached iflet.
The wind, which had been variable in the
evening, became very light, and I was not with-
out my apprehenfions that the curfent might
force us paft the ifland, before we might have an
opportunity of making choice of a fituation for
anchoring. That no time might be loft, about
two in the following morning, being then fuffi-
ciently near the land for one of our boats to be in
with the thores by day-light, Mr. Whidbey was
difpatched in the cutter to make the neceflary
examination, During this and the three or four
preceding
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preceding nizhts the iea had prefented a very Ju-
minous appearance, but I was not able to afcertain
with fatisfaction the caufe of it.  After the boat
‘had left the thip, we ufed our utmoft endeavours
to preferve our ftation to the fouth-weft of the
Mland, but to no effect; theé current foon after
day-light drove us beyond its weftern end, and
although our head was to the fouth-weft, we
were driven at a great rate paft its northern fide,
within a few miles of its thores. Thefe appeared
to be indented into {mall bays, with rocks and
lets lying near them; but they by no means
exBbibited that inviting appearance which has
been reported of them by Lionel Wafer® and
others.  They theres were chiefly compofed of
broken perpendicular. cliffy precipices, beyond
which the furface rofe unevenly to the fummit
of the ifland; the whole compafing one rude
connected thicket of fmall trees near the thore,
but on the more clevated and interior parts many
large fpreading trees were feen; fome cacoa nut
trees were alfo obferved in the l.chafms of the
rocky precipices, but they did not feem now to
flourifh in fuch abundance, as was moft likely the
cafe when their fruit gave aname to the ifland.
Being intirely without wind, the current fat
us ful to the north-eaftward from the land,
* Vide Colle&ion of Voyages to the Southern Hemifpbere, in

2 vols. 870, publifhed in 1788,

which
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which at noon bare by compafs from S. 17 W*
to S. 35 W. diftant feven or eight miles. The
-weather at this time afforded us a good opportu-
nity for afcertaining the fhip’s place, which by
feveral corre@ obfervations was found to be in lati-
tude 5° 40, longitude 273° 8. By thefe and other
obfervations that had been made on the 20th, the
thip appeared to have been fet by the current
during the two days 60 miles, in a direction N.
50 E. thisfhewed that the ifland, which we did
not confider to be more than moderately high
when firft {feen, was upwards of 20 leagues diftant.
L7 In the morning, as we were driving near to
the fhores of the ifland, fome falls of water were
obferved defcending from the cliffs into the fea,
and as we ftood much in need of this neceflary
article, as more of our catks were found to have
leaked out, no {mall degree of impatience was ex-
perienced for the return of the boat, as her long
abfence had been attributed to want of fuccefs in
finding a fafe place for anchorage. Thishowever
did not prove to be cafe, for her fuppofed deten-
tion was wholly occafioned by the great diftance
to which the current ‘had fet the thip from the
ifland. About four o’clock I had the fatisfa&ion
of being informed by Mr. VVhidbey,_that the
fhores abounded with ftreams and falls of moft
excellent water, together with fome cocoa nuts,
and plenty of wood for fucl, eafily to be pro-

cured;
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cured; efpecially in two fmall bays, both of
which- afforded anchorage fufficiently fhcltered
from the prevailing winds at this feafon of tﬁc
year; the one on the north-caft, the other on the
north-weft part of the ifland. Mr. Whidbey
gave the preference to the moft caftern, for
which, therefore, with a light brecze from the
north, we immediately fteered, but were unable
‘to ftem the current till about nine at night, when
the wind frethened from the N. E.; and with
this, about four on Friday morning, the 23d, we
reached the fituation Mr. Whidbey had chofen,
and moored in 33 fathoms water, fandy and
gravelly bottom, and (fo far as we became ac-
quainted, ) good holding ground, and free from
rocks. The eaft point of the bay, whichisa
fmalk conical ilet lying clofe to the north-eaft
extremity of the ifland, bore by compafs S. 51 E.
diftant half a mile; the weft point of the bay
S. 75 W.; a fteep rocky iflet lying off it bore
from S. 87 "W to MN. 66 W ; and the watering
place at the mouth of a very fine fiream etpty-
ing itfelf over a fandy beach, S. 13 W. about
three quarters of a mile diftant; the Chatham
moored within us in 26 fathoms water, on the
fame kind of bottom.

As foon as the thip was fecured 1 went on
thore, and found that all our wants could be
Cafily fupplied; that although there was fome

{urf
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{urf on the beach it was inconfiderable, and that

not only water and fire-wood, but that cocoa
muts. were -alfo to be procured in great abun-

‘dance. No time was now lot in fetting about
obtaining a due fupply of thefe effential articles,

and in the performing fuch other bufinefs as had
become' requifite on boérd; where, at noon, by
the mean of four obfervations, with different
pcrfons and inftruments, the latitude was thewn
to be 5° 35/ 157, This differing o matenally
from the latitude as ftated in Lord Anfon’s and
other voyages, and the gencral appearance of this
land fo little correfponding with the defeription
given of the ifland of Cocos, efpeciaily by Dam-
picr, and Wafer, gave rife to fome doubts 1 my
mind as to its being the identical ifland fo de-
feribed by thofe gentlemen.  Be that as it may,
the advantages it afforded us, not only i the
articles already mentioned, but in an abundance
,of very fine fith, were very important ; and as the
foil was apparently capable of aflording a variety
of ufeful vegetables, this ifland did not fail to at-
tra& our particular attention ; and being anxious
to acquire every information refpecting it that
the fhort ftay I purpofed to make would allow
of, I difpatched Mr. Whidbey en Saturday mom-
ing, the 2-4th, in the large cutter, to take a fketch
of its thores. This fervice he performed, and
zeturned about four in the afternoon, having.

found
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found them to be compofed of fteep perpendi-
cular rocky cliffs, ‘with fome iflets and rocks ly-
ing near them; on which the fea broke with fo
much violence as to preclude any attempt to land
in any part, excepting in the bay to the weftward
of the anchorage we had taken, where Mr. Whid-
bey had been before, and in that in which the
veflels were moored ; which were the only two
fituations on the ifland tc which veflels could
refort.  On Sunday morning I made a fhort ex-
curfion to the weftern bay, and although a more
copious ftream of freth water was found to flow
into it, yet it is certainly not fo eligible a fituation
for procuring the good things which the ifland
afforded as that which we occupied. It was
about half ebb when we reached its thores, where
we landed with tolerable convenience. After
we had breakfafted, we fatisfied our curiofity in
taking a view of the adjacent country; this was
confined by an impenetrable thicket nearly to the
limits of the fandy-beach, which compofes the
bottom of the bay, where, on our return to the
boats, we found fome difficulty in re-embarking,
owing to an increafe of the furf which at that
time broke upon the beach.

At the place on fhore, where our operations
were going on, I had obferved cvident marks of
European vifitors, from the trees having been
felled with axes and faws, whillt the decayed

ftate
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ftate of the remaining ftumps proved that they
had not been very recently cut down. 'In this
weftern bay, ‘near to the freth-water brook, a
bottle was fufpended on a tree, containing a note
direted to the commander of any veflel that
might vifit the ifland, and figned ¢ James Col--
nett;” ftating, that the thip Ratler,?Scuth-fea
whaler, of London, had arrived on the 26th of
July, 1793, and, after pr(;curing wood, water,
and other refrefhments, had proceeded on her
voyage, all in good health: that, previoufly to
h_er departure, a breed of hogs and goats had been
left on the ifland, and a varicty of garden feeds
had been fown, but the fpot where thefe valuable
articles had been depofited did not happen to fall
within the limitsof our-obfervation.

By the time we reached the vedels the rain
fell ' very heavily, and I became acquainted, on
my arrival on board, that the furf had {fo much
increafed, as very materially to retard cur bu-
finefs with the fhore. The rain was accom-
panted by a freth gale from the S. W. at the
commencement of which the current, which,
though by no means regular in its force, (fome-
times being barely perceptible, at others run-
ning at leaft at the rate of two miles per hour,}
yet had hitherto fet uniformly to-the E.N. &
now changed its direction and fet to the welt-
ward, but at a very gentle ratc.

This
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This uncomfortable weather continued, though
with fome intermiffion, during the 26th; we,
however, made great progrefs in completing our
water and fuel, and having nearly exhaufted the
neighbouring fhores of their cocoa nuts, I dif-
patched two boats with Mr. Manby, the next
morning, to the weftern bay, where they were
produced in ‘great plenty, to procure a full fup-
ply of them. The boats rcturned about noon,
not having been very fuccefsful, as the heavy
furf prevented their Janding in that part of the
bay where the fruit was moft abundantly pro-
duced.

By the afternoon we had taken on board about
thirty-five tons of water, with as much wood
as we could ftow; and having thus finithed.
all our bufinefs with the fhore, we quitted this
ifland in the evening, and made the beft of our
way ta the fouthward.

Having adverted to the fituation and advan-
tages which this {fmall fpot of land poffefles, I
fhall now more particularly notice fuch matters
as occurred to our obfervation whilft we remained
there.

It does not appear from any account with
which I am acquainted, to whom we are in-
debted for the difcovery of  this valuable little
fland; nor, indeed, do the feveral defcri‘ptions of
the ifland of Cocos much accord with each other,

or
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or agree with what we found to be its fituation
or appearance. The ifland fcen by Lord Anfon,
of which he was within fight for five days, and
confidered by him to be the ifland of Cocos, is
ftated in his voyage to be fituated 13’ to the
fouth of what was found by cur calculations to
be the latitude of this ifland; and thould this
error in the latitude be confidered as reconcilable,
it 1s likely we may both intend the fame ifland.
I have not the leaft doubt that the ifland we laft
quitted is the fame which Chipperton vifited,
and called it the ifland of Cocos. He, I thould
fuppofe, anchored in the weftern bay, but his
defcription is too confined to draw from thence
any fatisfactory conclufion; but the greateft dif-
ference is in the accounts given of the ifland of
Cocos by Dampier and Lionel Wafer; thefc
differ fo very materially from our obfervations,
in point of extent of fituation and appearance,
that their reprefentations muft either be excef-
fively erroneous, or they muft belong to fome
other ifland. After taking all thefe circum-
{tances into confideration, it appeared to me by
no means unlikely, that fome other ifland might
exift not very far remote from this, to which
thefe apparently contradi¢tory reports might more
properly apply.

Two opinions were formed refpecting an in-
feription that was found cutona rock near to

Vor. VI N our
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our watering place; the letters, which had been
originally but ill executed, were much defaced.

Look « as’ you goe for ye I Coco.

This 1 confidered as purporting, ¢ Look to
« fouth as you go, for the ifland of Coco,” but
the more prevailing opinion amongft “us was,
that it meant, < Look asyou go for the ifland of
« Coco,” meaning this identical ifland. The
defaced charadter after the word “ look” might
poffibly have originally been intended to fignify
the north, yet as we met with no other in its
vicinity, it is probable that this latter opinion was
moft correct; for which reafon I have adopted
the name of Cocos for the ifland in queftion.

According to the fketch made by Mr. W hidbey,
the ifland of Cocos is about four leagues in cir-
cuit, lying in a N. E. and S. W. dire&ion; it is
about four miles long, and two miles broad, with
feveral detached rocks and iflets fcattered about
its fhores; thofe lying off its fouth-weft part
extend to the greateft diftance, which is nearly
two miles, but they cannot be confidered as dan-
gerous becaufe they are fufficiently high to be
feen and avoided. The fmall bay in which we
had anchored at the north-eaft end of the ifland
is greatly to be preferred to the other weftward
of it; for the fmall iflet that lies off its north-
wefl point adds greatly to its protetion from

the
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the wind and fea. The width of the bay from
point to point of the two iflets that form each of
its extremities is about a mile, in a dire®ion
S.52 E. and N. 52 W, and from this line its
extent to the bottom of the bay is alfo about a
mile; the foundings are regular from 12 to 50
fathoms, and veffels may ride very fhugly within
lefs than half a mile of the beach, in about 2o
fathoms water, but in a lefs depth the bottem
did not appear to be fo free from rocks. The
weftern bay is more extenfive and more expofed,
and its foundings are neither fo regular, nor is
the bottom fo good; but from the abundance
and great variety of vegctablc_ productions that
grow clofg to the verge of high water mark in
both bays, it fhould feem that neither of them
are fubject to very violent ftorms, or heavy feas.
The climate was confidered by .us as temperate
and falubrious, for although the thermometer
was ufually between 78 and 80, we did not feel
that oppreflive heat which we had experienced
further to the northward; and notwithftanding
that our people were greatly expofed to the heavy
rains that fell while tranfa&ing our bufinefs on
thore, yet not the leaft interruption from want of
health took place, which in various other tropi-
cal iflands frequently attends the execution of

fimilar fervices.

N 2 This
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This ifland canhot be corifidered as having a
pleafant appearance in any onc point of view,
for although its inland furface 1s much diverfified
by hills and vallies; yet the only low land of
any extent that we were certain it poflefles is in
the bottom of the two bays, each of which form
the extremity of one of thefe valleys bounded by
craggy precipices, from the foot of which extends
a narrow ftrip of low flat land that terminates
in a beach at the water fide, refembling more
the dreary profpeét exhibited at the heads of the
feveral branches of fea we had fo recently ex-
plored on the coaft of North Weft America,
than any thing elfc I could compare them to.
Every other'part of the thore feemed to be com-
pofed of fteep, broken precipices of rock, of
which fubftance the interior of the ifland was
apparently compofed, as the haked cliffs were fre-
quently feen protruding their barren fides through
the thicket, which otherwife covered the furface
of the ifland. This thicket, fo far as we were
cnabled to afcertain, was chiefly compofed of a
great variety of trees of a moderate {ize, with an
impenetrable underwood of the vine or fupple-
Jack kind, which oppofed any excurfion into the
country ; fome attempts were, I believe, made to
penetrate thither by the water courfe, but this,
from rocky precipices and other obftruions, was
found to be equally impra&icable ; ‘our know-

ledge
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ledge of its produttions muft confequently be
confined to our obfcrvations on the fmall margin
between the woods and the fea thore, the only
part that was acceffible to us. In refpet of its
future utility, the firft objeét of confideration to
maritime people is the abundant fupply of water
that it affords. This abounds in every part of
the ifland, and 1s to be eafily procured at the
ftations to which veflels can refort. From its
purity and limpid appearance, and from its being
deftitute of any colour or unpleafant tafte, either
from dead leaves or other putrid or rotten mat-
ter, though very heavy rains had fallen during
the time we had been at anchor there, it may
reafonably be inferred that the larger ftreams of
water have a more remote and permanent fource
than the accidental thowers that at this feafon
of the year may defcend upon the ifland. The
foil in the immediate neighbourhood of the
ftreams that fall into each of the bays 15 of a poor,
loofe, fandy nature ; but at a little diftance be-
hind the beach, and in the fiffures of the rocks;
a rich ‘black mould was obferved, apparently ca-
pable of affording much vegetable nourithment;
and this may alfo be the cafe in other parts of
the ifland, although we had no power of afcer-
taining the fa. Al its vegetable productions
appeared to grow luxuriantly, and covered the
ifland in one. entire wildérnefs. On the rocky

N3 cliffs
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cliffs near the fea fide, whofe uneven furface ad-
mitted the growth of vegetables, a coarfe kind of-
grafs is produced, that afforded an excellent re-
treat for the different kinds of fea fowl which
reforted thither to rooft and build their nefts, or
more properly fpeaking to lay their eggs, as they
are at little pains to form a neft of any defcrip-
tion. About thefe cliffs grew a very particular
kind of tree, fomethmg like the cloth plant of
the South Sea iflands, but much larger; fome
of thefe grow to the height of about thirty feet,
are of a lightifh coloured bark, free from branches
to the top, which is fomewhat bufhy, and for
that reafon was called by us the umbrella tree.
There were fome few other trees whofe foliage
ftrongly refembled that of the bread fruit, but
as no one of them was in bearing near the beach,
I was not able pofitively to determine their {pe-
cies. Many of the trees that compofed the fo-
reft, efpecially in the interior and elevated parts
of the ifland, feemed to be of conﬁdcrablc fize,
fprcadmg out into large branches towards their
tops, which in point of height great]y furpafled
the others. I was inclined to believe that thefe
trees were. of the fame fort with thofek from
which we principally obtained our fuel, although‘
near to the fea-fide they did not grow fo large as
on the hills; Mr. Manby, who moft commonly
fuperintended that fervi ice, gave me the follow-

ing



1795.] ROUND THE WORLD. 183

ing account of them. This tree is very gene.
rally produced all over the iiland, its trunk grows
very {traight to the height of twenty or thirty
Afeet before it throws out its branches, which are
fo clofe, large, and fpreading, as to afford ex-
tremely good fhelter againft both fun and rain ;
the ftems of feveral were capable of fquaring to
twelve or fourteen inches; the grain is clofe,
fomewhat variegated, and reddith towards the
heart ; it yielded to the axe with tolerable eafe, to
the faw it was equally fitted, and being free from
knots, it fplit without much labour; its leaves
are of a dark green colour, fmooth at the edge,
and not much unlike the laurel, though rather
longer; the fced refembling a {mall acorn is
borne in clufters. The wood is well caleulated
for burning. Mr. Manby defcribes another fort,
(which we cut for fuel alfo,) as having a whitifh
{mooth bark, growing tall and ftraight, and pro-
ducing but few branches. Its leat is large, and
in fhape rcfembling that of the horfe-chefnut,
of a light green colour, with a velvet furface ; it
appeared to be fit for little elfe than fire-wood,
and not the moft proper even for that purpofe,
as it has a thick pith in the center of it that
occupies a large portion of the ftem or branches.
The wood is of a white clofe grain, fplits readily,
but does not burn remarkably well.  The cocoa-
nut trees, which grow not only on the {ea-thore

N4 but
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but high up on the fides of the hills, were the
only trces-we faw that bore any fruit, although,
in one of the rivulets, an unripe guava was
picked up, which, moft probably, had come from
the interior country: in addition to thefe, we
noticed an abundance of different forts of fern,
fome of which produced a ftem nearly fix inches
in diameter, and grew to the height of nearly
twenty feet ; thefe, as well as I recolle&, were
exactly of the fame defcription as thofe com-
monly found in New Zealand. Such were the
moft general vegetable productions of this ifland
that fell under our obfervation, to which we fur-
ther added the feeds of apples, peaches, melons,
pumkins, with beans, peas, &c. Thefe were
fown by Mr. Swaine, in a {pot cleared for that
purpofe, where he was of opinion they were
likely to thrive.

With refpect to the animal kingdom, fith and
fowl feemed to be in great abundance, and we
entertained hopes that future vifitors may benefit
by Captain Colnett’s liberality ; as juft before
Mr. Swaine left the ifland a young hog, in very
excellent condition, was feen by him and fome
of his party, but on his difcovering our people
he haflily retreated into the thicket. Although
at no very great diftance from the 1fland we had
feen fuch numbers of turtle, it was fingularly re-
markable that there was not the moft diftant

fign
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fign of their reforting to thefe thores. The land
abounded with white and brown rats, and vait
numbers of land crabs. All the birds of the
eceanic tribe, common to the tropical regions,
repaired hither in great flocks, and wer¢ by no
means bad eating. Befides thefe were feen hawks,
a fpecies of brown and white herons, rails, a kind
of blackbird, and a few others, that chiefly in-
habited the woods; which, with fome ducks
and teals, were what was obferved principally to
compofe the feathered race. A great variety and
abundance of excellently good fith frequented
the fhores; fharks alfo were very numerous, and
the moft bold and voracious I had ever before
feen. Thefe aflembled in the bay in large fhoals,
conftantly attended on our boats in all their mo-
tions, darting at the oars, and every thing that by
accident fell, or was thrown overboard. They fre-
quently took the fith from the hooks before they
could be got clear of the water, and what was ftill
more fingular; when one of their own fpecies was
fo taken, and they perccived he could no longer
dcfend himfelf, he was inftantly attacked, torn to
pieces, and devoured by his companions, whilft yet
alive; and, notwith{tanding that thefe monfters
11.1bje&cd themfelves to be greatly annoyed by the
harpoons, knives, &c. of our pcople, by which
they ‘received many decp wounds, yet even that
did not deter them fromrenewing the attack upon

the
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the one which was caught, until every part of the
vidim’s fleth was thus torn from its bones. On
this occafion we had an opportunity of obferving,
that it is erroneous to fuppofe the fhark is under
the neceflity of turr'xinrg on his back for the pur-
pofe of taking his prey, as thefe tharks moft com-
monly attained their obje& without firft turning
them{elves, as has been generally believed,

The general warfare that exifts between fea-
faring perfons and thefe voracious animals, af-
forded at firft a {pecies of amufement to our
people, by hooking, or otherways taking one for
the others to feaft upon, but as this was attended
with the ill confequence of drawing immenfe
numbers .round the thip, and as the boatfwain
and one of the young gentlemen had nearly fallen
a facrifice to this diverfion, by narrowly efcaping
from being drawn out of the boat by an im-
menfely large fhark, which they had hooked,
into the midft of at leaft a fcore of thefe vora-
cious animals, I thought proper to prohibit all
further indulgence in this fpecies of entertain-
ment ; which, independently of its being likely
to be attended with ferious confequences, was in
itfelf of too cruel a nature to be witnefled with-
out pain. Thefe fharks appeared to be of three
diftinét . forts ; the moft. numerous were of the
tyger kind, thefe were beautifully ftreaked down
their fides; the other forts were the brown and

the
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the blue fharks; and it was fingularly remark-
able, that although they all voracioufly devoured
the two former fpecies, yet - when one of the
latter was caught, 1t remained unmolefted by
the reft, and cven when killed, and cut up, its
fleth was not eaten by its companions.

The other kinds of fifh that fell under my no-
tice, befide thofc common to the tropical {eas,
were two forts of bream, the large fnapper of
thc Wett Indies, a fort of rock fith, and another
klnd commonly called yellow tall thefe were
all very excellent, and took. the hook readily;
and to thofe who may follow us, and ftand in
need of refrethments, they may prove a moft de-
f rable re{ource ; and. there can be little doubt
but that perfons under fuch circumftances would
foon fall upon fome expedient, to evade the in~
convenience to which they might be liable from
the extreme vigilance of the fharks. Nor s it
improbablc, that on a morc-minute examination,
the furface of this little ifland may be found to
produce many articles of refrethment; but as we
did not frand much in need of any, excepting
ithc neceffary article of water, our attention was
not directed to fuch inquiries, being wholly en-
grofled in ufing every poflible means of difpatch
in providing ourfelves with thofe few particulars

with which we could not difpente.
' We
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We happily ftood in no great nced of fearch-
ing for refrethments at any great diftance from
the thores of the ifland; for, excepting that I
continued to be in a very feeble and debilitated
{tate, there was not on board either of the veflels
a fingle individual who was not in the higheft
health imaginable. In confequence of the .in-
difpofition under which I had fo long laboured,
1 was only able to go once on fhore in each of
the bays, or I might poflibly have acquired more
kno'wledge refpeing this fmall though valuable
fpot-of land. The comfort we derived from the
water, and the few other fupplics there obtained
juftly entitled it to our confideration; and as
from its fituation it is not unlikely that it may
become a place of importance to thofe whofe
purfuits may direct them to this part of the Pa-
cific Ocean, I truft I fhall be ezcufed for having
dwelt fo long on a {ubjeé& which I could not but
regard as deferving attention; not only as far as
it refpects the produéions of the ifland, but alfo
to fhew, that the defcription of the ifland of
Cocos given by Dampier from the obfervations
of others, and that ftated by Lionel Wafer from
his own, are either extremely inapplicable to its
prefent circumftances and appcarance, or have
reference to fome other ifland in its neighbour-
hood. It is much to be regretted that Dampier

had
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Lad not himfelf vifited this ifland, as from the
great accuracy of moft of the obfervations made
by that judicious traveller, few doubts could have
arifen concerning the identity of the ifland he
meant to defcribe. I am more inclined to at-
tribute this deviation from the truth to mifre-
prefentation, than to any other caufe, from our
having acquired a tolerably competent know-
ledge of that part of the ocean between the 5th
and Oth degrees of north latitude, for at leaft
four degrees of longitude to the weftward of the
ifland in queftion, in which fpace there is not
much likelihcod of there being any other ifland.

For the purpofe of commemorating our vifit
to the ifland of Cocos, I direéted that the date
of our arrival, with the names of the veflels and
the commanders, fhould be cut on the fume
rock where thie other infeription was found : the
two former I underftood was executed, but it
{feems that fome obftacle arofe to prevent the
infertion of the latter. u The reafons before ftated
for fuppofing that this ifland may hereafter prove
ufeful to thofe who may traverfe thefe feas, de-
manded that the utmoft attention fhould be paid
to the fixing with accuracy its true pofition. By‘
the refult of all our obfervations, comprehending
152 fets, taken between the 2gth of December
1704, and the 10th of January 1795; and 155
fets taken afterwards between the 28th of Ja-

nuary,
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nuary, and the 16th of February following, thé
longitude of the anchoragé deduced thus from
306 fets of lunar diftances from the fun and ftars;
each fet as ufual containing fix obfervations, ap-
peared to be as follow:

The mean of

37 fets on both fides  before our arrrival by
Mr. Whidbey, 2729 54746

37 ditto ditto Mr. Baker, 273 1 43
37 ditto ditto Mr. Manby, 273 3 3
38 ditto ditto Mr. Orchard, 273 4 58
3 ditto ditto Myfelf, 273 2 55
32 ditto after our departure Myfelf, 273 8 42
34 ditto ditto Mr. Whidbey, 273 10 38
36 ditto ditto Mr. Baker, 973 14 558
25 ditto ditto Mr. Manby, 272 53 15
27 ditto ditto Mr. Orchard, 273 21 53

The mean of the whole 306 fets collec-
tively taken, and reduced to the anchorage by
Arnold’s No. 14, according to its new rate,
thewed the true longitude to be —_ 273 5 34
From this authority, and from feveral fets of
altitudes of the fun carefully taken whilft in the
bay, the errors and rates of the chronometers
were found to be as follow :

Arnold’s No. 14, faft of mean time at Green-
wich at noon on the 27th of January 1795, 541" 3720™
And to be gaining per day on mean time

at the rate of — — 20 2
Arnold’s No. 176, fat of mean time at

Greenwich at {ante tinte, —_ 12 1118 20

And to be gaining per day on mean time, 41 5

Kendall’s
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Kendall’s faft of mean time at Greenwich
at fame time, — —_ 100 21/ poff 20i?
And to be gaining per day on mean time 21 35
The latitude by twenty meridional alti-

tudes of the fun and fea horizon, by the back

obfervation taken by five different obfervers

with different inftruments, and varying from

5°337 to 5°377 20", thewed the mean refult

to be J— — — 50 35'1 104

The longitude according to the Monterrey
rate was,

By Arnold’s. chronemeter, No. 14, 273° 36’ 407
Ditto ditto 176, 274 47 55
And by Kendall’s, —_ 274 55 10

By which it appeared that No. 14 was 31/ 5/,
No. 176, 42' 20", and Kendall’s chronometer,
1° 49’ 35" to the eaftward of the true longitude.

The variation of the compals by four fets
of azimuths differing from 8° 14/ to 7° 21/, ,
fhewed the mean refult to be — 7% 45 caftwardly.

The vertical inclination of the magnetic nee-
dle,

Marked End, North Face Eaft, 19° 477

Ditto ditto  Wefl, 20 17
Ditto  South Face Eaft, 19 17
Ditto ditto  Weft, 19 40
Mean inclination of the north point of
the magnetic dipping needle, 19 45

The rife and fall of the tides were, by the
thore, found to be very confiderable ‘and regular
twice
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twice in the twenty-four hours without any ap-
parent ftream, and were not in the leaft influ-
enced by the currents. The night tides appeared
to be the higheft, and were eftimated to rife
nearly ten feet perpendicularly, though the furf
was too high to admit of any corre& meafure-
ment. The time of high water was ptetty clearly
afcertained to be about 2% 10’ after the moon
pafles the meridian.

Having, as before ftated, put to fca from the
ifland of Cocos, on the evening of the 27th of
January, and having no intention of ftopping
fhort of the ifland of Juan Fernandez, or fome
port on the coaft of Patagonia, for the purpofc-
of again recruiting our water and ftore of fire-
wood, the thip’s courfe was dire¢ted fouthwardly,
but with fo gentle a breeze during the night,
that although we had all fail fet, yet, in the
morning of Wednefday the 28th, the ifland con-
tinued in fight until about nine in the forenoon,
when it bore by compafs N. 30 W, diftant forty-
fix miles ; fhortly after this time we loft fight of
it, not from its being beneath the horizon, but
from its being obfcured by clouds and an hazi-
nefs in the atmofphere. At noon the obferved
latitude was 4° 43/, the longitude 278° 17/; by
which it appeared that, fince quitting our an-
chorage, a current had fet us in a dire@ion
S.12 E., eightcen miles. In the afternoon fuch

immcnfe
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immenfe fhoals of fith were playing about on the
Turface of the water as to be miftaken at fitft for
breakers. During the night the wind was very
light from the weftward, and on the foll'bwing
morning, Thurfday the 29th, the wecather was
calm, with very heavy rain; but in the forencon,
although the atmofphere continued very gloomy,
we procured the neceflary obfervations to thew
the latitude to be 3°2¢9’, the longitude 273° 25/,
whence we appeared to have been fet by a-cur-
gent 46 miles, in a dirc&ion S. 5 E.; a few tur~
tles were this day about the thip, fome of which
were taken. In the afternoon we had a light
breeze variable between the eaft and S.S. E.,
with which we flood to the fouth-weftward ;
the night was nearly calm with very heavy rain,
but the next miorning, Friday the 30th, we had
again a fouth-cafterly breeze with fome rain,
which in the forenoon ceafed, and permitted us
to obferve the latitude at noon to be 2235, which
was 30’ to the fouth of what was thewn by the
log. With a moderate breeze, varying between
S. by W. and 8. E. we ftood on fuch tacks, as
would enable us to make the beft of our way
~ to the fouthward, and at noon on Saturday the
311t the obferved latitude was 2°11’, the longi-
tude 272° 12/, frem which 1t appeared that the
current during the laft twenty-four hoars had.
fet us 12 miles to the fouth, and from the 29th

Vor. VL O at
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at noon 41 miles to the weftward. Since leav-
ing the ifland of Cocos we had obferved many
riplings on the water, and had experienced an
uncomfortable irregular fwell from the fouth-
ward. On Sunday the 1t of February the wea-
ther became more pleafant, and the wind at
S. S. E. blew fo fteady a breeze, that I concluded
we had at length reached the regular trade wind.
In the forenoon we paffed by fome fea weed and
drift wood, a cocoa-nut, and a ftick of fugar
cane about nine feet long; all of which, except-
ing the former, appeared to have been no great
length of time in the water. The obferved la-
titude at noon was 1°31/, longitude 270° 20"
the former agreed exactly with the log, but by
the latter we appeared to have been fet fince the
preceding noon 10 miles in a weft direction.
The vaft numbers of fith that ftill attended us
afforded us a very profitable amufement, and
many birds were ftill about us. The wind
which now hung far to the fouth, obliged us to
make a much more wefterly courfe than I could
have withed, as I had entertained hopes of being
able to pafs near enough to the Gallipagos iflands
to have had an opportunity of afcertaining their
true fituation ; but as the wefternmoft of them
are faid to be under the meridian of the ifland of
Cocos, which was now ncarly three degrzes to
the eaftward of us, the chance of fucceeding in

this
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this expetation was now fo little, that I gave
up every idea of accomplifhing that object.
Land was difcovered on Monday forenoon to
the W. S. W,; it then appeared to be a very
fmall ifland, which at noon bore by compafs
S. 72 W, eight or nine leagues diftant.  As our
obferved latitude was 1° 20, longitude 268°43/,
and the variation of the compafs 8° eaftwardly,
we appeared to have been fet in the courfe of
the laft twenty-four hours 10 miles to the north,
and 28 miles to the weftward. The influence
of this current fetting to the W. N.W. was very
perceptible, for although with a light air of wind
during the afternoon our courfe was direéted to
the fouth-weftward, yet fo rapidly were wc
driven 1n the above direétion of the current, that,
at fun-fet, this ifland bor¢ by compafs 5. 46 W,
and another ifland, which had been difcovered
about an hour and an half before, bore, at the
fame time, N. 72 W. During the night we had
a light breeze from the S. S.W., with which we
ftood to the S. E.; but fo far were we from ftem-
ming the current, that, at day-light on the fol-
lé)wing morning, Tuefday the 3d, the firft of
thefe iflands bore by compafs S. 68 E., diftant fix
leagues, and the fecond N. 17 W, 12 miles dif~
tant. At fuch a rate had we been driven by the
current between thefe iflands, that, notwithftand~
ing we ufed every endeavour to preferve our fta-
0= tion
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tion by keeping as the wind veered on the moft
advantagcous tacks, yet, at noon, the firft ifland
bore by compafs E. by S., at the diftance of nine
leagues, and the other N.N. E. 1 E., at the dif~
tance of 17 miles. In thisfituation the obferved
Jatitude was 1° 28, longitude 267°4¢’, by which
the cutrent appeared to have fet us, fince the
preceding day at noon, ten miles to the north,
and fifty miles to the weftward.

In paffing betwcen thefe iflands, which lie
from cach other N. 42 W. and S. 42 E., at the
diftance of twenty-one miles, we obferved nei-
ther danger nor obftruction; the fouthernmoft,
which is the largeft, did not appear to exceed
four miles in circuit, and the northernmoft about
half a league; the former is fituated in latitude
1°22' 30", and longitude 268°16'. Its north-
weftern fide forms a kind of long faddle hill, the
northern part of which is higheft in the middle,
and fhoots out into a low point, which. at firft
fight was confidered by us to be an iflet, but was
afterwards believed to be united. A fmall peaked
neek or iflet lies off its fouth-weft fide, which,
like all the other parts of it, excepting that to-
wards the north, 1s compofed of perpendicular
naked rocky cliffs.  On the low north-weft part.
we faw what we fuppofed to be trees,*but we
were by no'means certain, for the ifland in ge-
neral prefented tous a very dreary and unpro-

dudlive
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du@ive appearance. The northernmoft ifland
rofe in naked cliffs from the fea, off which are
two ilets, or fmall rocks; that on its caft fide is
remarkable for its fiat table top, and for its being
perforated ncarly in the middle. The fituation
of thefe iflands, the eafternmoft being nearly 5°
to the weftward of the meridian of the ifland of
Cocos, gave us at firft reafon to fuppofe them a
new difcovery, and not a part of the group of the
Gallipagos, as 2l the ancient accounts agree in
placing the Cocos due north from the weftern-
moft of that clufter of iflands; but when we
took into coniideration the very rapid currents
by which we had been controlled, they cafily
accounted for errors to which other mavigators
muft neccffarily have been fubjeéted, who have
not, like ourfelves, been fo well provided with
the means f afcertaining the full effe& of their
influence 3 which had, fince our leaving that
ifland, produced a difagreement of upwards of
two degrees of longitude in our dcad reckoning.
The decifion of this pont remained, therefore,
to be determined by our further progrefs to the
fouth ; for, in the event of the firft or fouthern-
moft, being Wenman's ifland, and the moftt
northern, that called Culpepper’s ifland, the
northernmoft of that group of iflands, little doubt
was entertained of our meeting with more of
them in purfuing our fouthern courfe ; in doing

O3 which
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which we were not very expeditious the two
fucceeding days, as the wind between S. S. W.
and S.S E. was very variable in point of ftrength;
and although we endeavoured to take every ad-
vantage it afforded, o little progrefs did we make
againft the adverfe current, that on the 5th, the
moft fouthern of thefe two iflands was {hll in
fight, and at noon bore by compafs N. 31 W,
diftant cight or nine leagues. The obferved la-
titude at this time was 5¢’, longitude 268° 27/,
by the dead reckoning 271° 24/; having, in the
laft twenty-four hours, been fet by the current
feven muiles to the north, and forty-eight miles
to the weftward. As we were now approach-
g tho ‘cquator, and as the fea was tolerably
. fmooth, fome further obfervations were made on
the vertical inclination of the magnetic needle,
which fhewed
The marked end North face Eaft, 70 g’

Ditto ditto Weft, 8 3

Ditto South face Eaft, 7 28

Ditto ditto Wett, 7 18

Mean inclination, =  — 7 28

The variation of the compafs, at ‘
the fame time, — 8 caftwardly.

We advanced fo flowly from thefe iflands, that
at fun-fet the fouthernmoft of them was fiill
within our view, bearing by compafs N. 12 W.
The wind was moftly at S.S. W. during the

night,
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night, with this we ftood to the fouth-eaftward,
and at day-light on Friday morning the 6th,
‘difcovered a more extenfive land than the two
‘1flands we had jutt pafled, bearing by compafs
from S. 10 E. to S. 35 E. This land appeared
to be very lofty, to be at a confiderable diftance
from us, and to be divided into three or more
iflands ; but as we approached 1t the lefs elevated
parts were feen to be conne@ed, fo that, in the
forenoon, it fcemed to be only divided into two
portions, and even this divifion was rendered
doubtful, as we drew ncarer to it, by the low
land rifing to view until about noon, when the
whole extended by compafs from S.42 E. to
S. 10 E., with a detached rock S.2W. In this
{ituation the obferved 1atitudc was 28 north, the
longitude 268° 32'; having been fet, in the laft
twenty-four hours, by the current twenty-fix
miles to the weftward. This, however, appeared
to have taken place in the early part of that day,
as fince our having made the land in the morn-
ing, we bad approached it with a light breeze,
without having apparently been influenced by
any current whatever,

In the afternoon a pleafant breeze fprang up
from the fouth-weftward, with which we ftood
clofe-hauled in for the land, and before fun-fet
faw very plainly, that what we had for fome
hours before confidered to be two iflands, was all

O 4 ccnneéted
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conncéted by ‘deprefled land on which . was @
hummock, that had alfo appeared like a {mall
ifland ; and beyond this low land, at a confider-
able diftante toithe fouthward,” was feen an ex-
tenfive lofty table mountain. The land imme-
diately before us formed alfo. towards its eaftern
extremity a fimilar table mountain, and towards
its weftern point a very regular fhaped round
mountain, which, though not of equal height to
the others, was yet of confidsrable elevation, and
in this point of view feemed to defcend with
great uniformity. The eafternmoft, terminating
in alow point with fome fmall hummocks upon
it, at fix in the evening bore by compafs S. 47
E.; the wefternmoft, which terminated more
abruptly, S. 13 W.; and the detached rock,
which 1s fteep, with a flat top, S. 71 W. ,The
whole of this connected land appeared now to
form an extenfive lofty tract; and as I had no
intention of ftopping, the objeét for confideration
was, on which fide we thould be moft likely to
make the beft paffage? The fouth-weft wind
from its fteadinefs, and the appearance of the
weather, feemed to be fixed in that quarter, and
as we approached the thore' we found a ftrong
current fetting.to. windward ; I therefore did not
hefitate to ufe our endeavours to pafs to the weft-
ward of this ifland, which under all circumftances
appeared to me to be the beft plan to purfue.
We
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We drew in with the ifland until about nine
at night, when we were within about a league
of its fhores, and finding that the windward cur-
rent was the {trongeft near to the land, the
night was employed in making thort trips be-
tween the fhores of the ‘ifland and the flat rock
before mentioned, frequently trying for found-
ings with 100 fathoms of line without fuccefs.
On Saturday the 7th, we were nearly up with the
weitern extremity of the ifland, and as the wea-
ther was fair and pleafant with a very gentle
breezeé of wind, I wifhed, whiift the fhip was
turning up along fhore, to acquire fome know-
ledge of what the country confifted, and for that
purpofe immediately after breakfaft Mr. Whid-
bey, accompanied by Mr. Menzies, was difpatched
with orders to land fomewhere to the fouthward
of the weftern extremity of the land then in
fight, which had been named Cape Berkeley.
The part of the ifland we were now oppofite to,
and that which we were necar to the preceding
evening forming its north-weftern fide, cither
thoots out into long, low black ‘points, or termi-
nates in abrupt cliffs of no great height, without
any appearance of affording anchorage or fhelter
for, thipping. The furf broke on every part of
the thores with much violence, and the country
WOIC & very dreary defolate afped, being deftitute
of wood and ncarly {o of verdure to a confider-

able
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able diftance from the fea fide, until ncar the
fummit of the mountains, and particularly on
that which formed nearly the north-weftern part
of the ifland; where vegetation, though in no

very flourifhing ftate, had exiftence.
The obferved latitude at noon, being then
within four or five miles of its fhores, was 7%
north, the longitude 268° 291/ in which fitua-
tion the fleep flat rock, called Rodondo rock,
bore by compafs N. 26 W.; the cafternmoft part
of the ifland now in fight, N. 78 E., and cape
Berkeley in a line with more diftant land, fup-
pofed by us to be another ifland, fouth. As we
advanced, the regular round mountain affumed a
morc peaked fhape, and defcending with fome
iequalities, terminated at the north-weft extre-
mity in a low barren rocky point, fituated accord-
ing to our obfervations in latitude 2' north,
208" 30/ caft. From it the fteep flat rock lies
N. 2’ W, diftant 12 miles ; and the thores of the
north-weft fide of the ifland, fo far as we traced
them, took a direéion about N. 50 E. fixteen
miles; the wind for the moft part of the day
continued light and variable between the weft
and S. W., but with the help of the current
which {till continued to run in our favour, we
paffed in the afternoon to the fouth of cape
Berkeley, from whence the thores to the fouth-
ward of that point take a rounding turn to the
caftward,
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caftward, and thoot out into low rocky points.
The interior country exhibited the moft thatter-
ed, broken, and confufed landfcape I ever beheld,
feemingly asif formed of the mouths of innu-
merable craters of various heights and different
fizes. This opinion was confirmed about five
in the afternoon on the return of Mr. Whidbey
and his party, from whom I underftood, that
about two leagues to the caft fouth-caftward of
cape Berkeley, a bay had been difcovered round
a very remarkable hummock, which feemed
likely to atford tolerably good anchorage and
fhelter from the prevailing winds; but as Mr.
Whidbey had little time to fpare, and as the
thores afforded neither fuel nor freth water, he
was not very particular in this examination, but
endeavoured to gain fome: knowledge concerning
the gencral productions of the country. During
the thort time the gentlemen were fo employed
on fhore, thofe remaining in the boat, with only
two hooks and lines, nearly loaded her with' ex-
ceedingly fine fith, fufficient for ourfelves, and
fome to fpare for the Chatham. Our opinion,
that this part of the ifland had been greatly fub-
_jcc"c to volcanic eruptions, appearcd by this vifit
to have becn well founded; fince it thould feem,
¢hat it is either indebted for its clevation above
the furface of the occan to. velcanic powers, or
that at no very remote period it had been {o pro-

fufcly
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fufely covered with volcanic matter, as to render
its furface incapable of more than the bare exift-
ence of vegetables; as-a few only were found to
be produced 1n the chafims or broken furface of
the fava, of which the fubflratum of the whole
land feemed to be compofed. Initead of the
different fpecies of turtles which are generally
found in the tropical, or equatorial regions, thefe
thores, however fingular it may feem, abounded
with that defeription of thofe animals which are
ufually met with mn the temperate zones, border-
mg on the arctic and antaric circles: the pen-
guin and feals alfo, fome of which latter I under-
{tood were of that tribe which are confidered to
be of the fur kind, were feen, as likewife fome
guanas and fnakes; thefe, together with a few
birds, of which in point of number the dove bore
the greateft proportion, were what appeared prin-
cipally to compofe the inhabitants of this ifland ;
with which, from its very uncommon appear-
ance, I was very defirous to have become better
acquainted ; but we had now no time‘to {pare
for fach an inquiry, nor thould I indeed have
been able perfonally to have indulged my curio-
fity, as | ftill continued to labour under a very
mnditferent (tate of health, which in feveral other
inftances had deprived me of {imilar gratifica-

tions.
At fun-fet the fteep flat rock bore by compafs
N. 5 W.
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N. 5 W.and the land in fight from N. 56 W.
to S. 9 E.; the former, being the north-weft
point of the ifland, and the latter, the land that
was ftated at noon to be in a line with it, (hll at
a confiderable diftance from us; both of which
feemed -to form very projeéting points, from
whence the thores retired far to the ecaftward;
but whether only a deep bay was thus formed,
or whether the land was here divided into two
feparate iflands, our diftance was too great to
determine.

In the evening the wind frefhencd from the
S. 5. W with which we plied to the fouthward,
and having {till the ftream in our favor, we kept
ncar the fhore where the current continued to
be the ftrongeft. At midnight this breeze was
fucceeded by a calm, which lafted until day-light
the next morning, when, with a light brecze,
and the affitance of the current, we made {fome
progrefs along thore.  As we advanced, land fur-
ther diftant, and apparently detached, was dif-
covered to the 5.5, E.; at noon the obierved
latitude was 181 fouth, the longitude 208° 23/ ;
in this ﬁtuatiot& we were oppofite to the land
mentioned the preceding day at noon.  This
takes a circular form, and fhoots into {everal
fmall low proje@ting points. From the moft
confpicuous of thefe, culled cape Douglas, the
adjacent fhores take on-onc fide 2 north-eait-

wardly,
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wardly, and on the other a foutherly, direétion.
The above, being the neareft thore, bore by com-
pafs N. 78 E. diftant five miles; the fouthern-
mott part of this land in fight S. 30 E.; the weft
point of the laft-difcovered detached land, which
is named Chriftopher’s point, S. 28 E.; and cape
Berkeley N. 14 W. The land we were now
abreaft of bore a. ftrong refemblance to that feen
the preceding day, equally barren and dreary
towards the fea-fide, but giving nourifhment to
a few fcattered vegetable productions on the
more elevated part, which rofe to a table moun-
tain of confidcrable height and magnitude, and
is the fourth mountain of this table-likc form of
which this land is compofed.

The wind, during the afternoon and night,
blew a gentle brecze from the fouthward, but as
we continued to be affifted by the current fetting
to windward, we made fome progrefs in that di-
retion, and were fufficiently to the fouthward
the next morning, Monday the gth, to afcertain
pretty clearly that the laft-difcovered land, now
bearing S. 54 E. diftant nine leagues, was dif-
tind from the fecond difcovered land, or ifland ;
and that its weftern part, Chriftopher’s point, lies
from the fouth point of thc fecond-difcovered
land, which is called cape Hamond, S. 13 E. at
the diftance of twenty miles.

Thus concluded ocur examination of thefe

thores,
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fhores, which proved to be thofe of the Gallipagos
flands. The wind now feemed to be fettled in
the fouth-caftern quarter, blowing a fteady plea-
fant gale ; and as the weather was fine, we were
once more flattered with the pleafing hopes of
having at length reached the regular fouth-ea’:
trade wind; we therefore made the beft of our
way to the fouth-weftward with all fail {et, and
at noon obferved we were in latitude 44’ fouth.
The longitude by the feveral chronometers, agree-
ably to their rates as afcertained at the ifland of

Cocos, was by Arnold’s No. 14, 207° 54’ 30"
Ditto 176, 2067 52 45
Kendall's, 267 52 30

But by the dead reckoning it ap-
peared to be - - 272 2 0

The variation of the furveying compafs was
8° caftwardly, and the vertical inclination of the

marine dipping needle was,

Marked End, North face Eaft, - 2% 50/
Ditto ditto Wett, - 2 45
Ditto  South face Eaft, 2 30
Ditto ditto Weft, - 2 30

Mean inclination of the north
point of the marine dipping needle, 2 29

The very exa& corrofpondence of the longi-
tude by the chronometers; and which had uni—

*

formly been the cafe ever fince our departure

rd

from the ifland of Cocos, induced me to believe,,
that



208 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [FER.

that at leaft the relative 'poﬁtion in point of lon-
gitude of that ifland with thefe would be found
corre&t; and I truft, that the means adopted to
afcertain the longitude of the former, will not be
found liable to any m:‘ferial error.

On reference to the relative pofition of the
land to which our attention had been direéted
fince the 6th of this moath, the delineation of
its thores from ovir obfervations, will be found to
bear a very ftriking refemblance to that of the
wefternmoft of the Gallipagos, as laid down in
Captain Cook s general chart ; and although the
fituation of Wenman's iﬁa}ld does not correétly
agree, yet the correfpondence of the larger por-
tions of the land with the above chart, is doubt-
lefs a further confirmation of their being the fame
as 1s therein intended to be reprefented ; from
whence I thould fuppofe,* that the firt and third
portions of land feen by us conftituted Albemarle
ifland, and that the fecond was Narborough'’s
ifland. Thefe'names were given by the Buc-
caneers, as alfo that of Rodondo rock to the fteep
flat rock, and Chriftopher’s peint to the weft
point of the third land; and under this perfua-
fion, this is the fonth-weft point of Marlborough
ifland, which is fitnated according to our obfer-

= This conje@ure was on my retur to England fully confirmed
by the information I received in co*xﬁ.im:ncc of Captam Colnett s

gifit to thefe Hlands, s .
vations
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vations in latitude 50/ fouth, longitude 268° 34/
eafl.

i From thefe concfuﬁons, all the obje@s I had
bad in view in fteering this fouth-eaftwardly
courfe from Monterrey ,éppeared to have been
accomplifhed ; fince 1 had not entertained the
moft diftant intention of ftopping, to make fur-
veys or corre examinations of any iflands we
might fee. But as the fituation of thofe which
were lying not far out of our track had been va-
rioufly reprefented, I anxioufly wifhed to obtain
fuch information as would place this matter out
of .all difpute for the future; and having been
enabled to effect this purpofe to my fatisfadtion,
it was fome recompence for the very irkfome
ai’id tedious paflage we had experienced in con-
fequence of the light baffling winds that had
conftantly attended us after we had paffed cape
Corientes; fince which time, to our ftation this
day at noon, our progrefs upon an average had
not been more than at the rate of 10 leagues per
day.

I fhall now proceed to ﬁ:atg, what little more
occurred to my knowledge “or obfervation re-
{peéting that part of the Gallipagos iflands that
we were now about to leave. The climate ap-
peared to be fingularly temperate for an equato-
rial country. Since our departure from the ifland
of Cocos the mercury in the thermometer had

Vor. VL r feldom
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feldom rifen. above 78, and for the three pre-
ceding days it had moftly been between the 74th
and 76th degree; the atmofphere felt light and
exhilarating, and the wind which came chiefly
from the fouthern quarter was very cool and
refreﬂqiﬁg. The fhores appéared to be fteep and
bold, free from fhoals or hidden dangers; fome
riplings were obferved, which at firt were fup-
pofed to be occafioned by the former, but as
foundings were not gained when we were in
them, thefe riplings were attributed to the meet-
ing of currents. The lofty mountains of which
this land is principally compofed, excepting that
which forms its north-weftern part, appeared to
us in general to defcend with much regularity
from a nearly flat or table fummit, and to termi-
nate at the bafe in projecting points on very low
level land; fo that, at a diftance, each of thefe
mountains appeared to form a diftin& ifland.
This circumftance may probably have given rife
to the different ftatements of former vifitors con-
cerning the number of this group of iflands; all
of them however agree in their affording great
ftores of refrethment in the land and fea turtles,
in an abundance of moft excellent fifh of feveral
forts, and in great numbers of wild fowl. Our
~having feen but few turtles whilft in the neigh-
bourhood of thefe iflands, is no proof that thefe
animals o not refort thither; for in the fea we

{faw
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faw neither feals nor penguins, yet the thores.
were'in a manner covered with them ; and in ad-,
dition to this, the parts of the coaft that were pre-;
fented to our view confifted principallyof a broken,
rugged, rocky fubftance, not cafily acceffible to
the fea turtle, which moft commonly, and par-
ticularly for the purpofe of depofiting its eggs,
reforts to fandy beaches. With refpeét to fifh,
we had ample proof of their abundance, and of
the eafe with which they are to be taken; but
in regard of that great defideratum, freth watcr,
fome affert that the iflands afford large ftreams,
and even rivers; whilft others {tate them to pof-
fefs only a very fcanty portion, or to be nearly
deftitute of it.  This however is but of little im-
portance, as, from their vicinity to the Cocos,
where perpetual fprings feem to water every part
of the ifland, veflels ftanding in need of a fupply,
may eafily procure a fufficient quantity for all
purpofes; and fince we faw in their neighbour-
hood many whales which we conceived to be of
the fpermaccti kind, it is not unlikely that thefe
thores may become places of defirable refort to
adventurers engaged in taking thofc animals.
Notwith{tanding that our vifit did not afford an
opportunity for difcovering the maft cligible
places to which veflels might repair ;. it never-
thelefs, by afcertaining the acual fituation of

the weftern fide of the group, has rendered the
P2 tafk



212 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [FER.
tatk of procuring fuch informaticn more eafy to
thofe, who may with to benefit by the advan-
tages theft iflands may be found to furnifh,

I thall now take my leave of the Gallipagos
iflands, and with them alfo of the North Pacific
Ocean, in which we had pafled the laft three
years,

CHAP,
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CHAPTER V.

Proceed to the Southward—The Difcovery_fpring$.
her Main-mafi—Scurvy makes its Appearance—
Pafs the Iflands of Maffafuero and Juan Fernan-.
dez—Arrive at Valparaifo—Vifit St. Jago, the.
capital of Chili. ‘ '

N takingour final Ieave of the North Pacific
Ocean, 1 could not avoid feeling fome re-

gret in reflecting, that although I was convinced
we had very effeGually delineated its eaftein
fhores, yet that the geography of a very large
portion of that coaft which gives bounds to its
weftern limits, ftill remained very imperfectly,
and indeed almoft intirely, unknown to Euro-
peans. The examination of thefe parts however
had not formed an obje¢t of the prefent expedis
tion; nor could we, without a complete re-
equipment of both veflels in fome eftablithed ar~
{enal, have undertaken a fervice of that nature
with any reafonable profpect of fuccefs, had it
been within the limits of my commiffion. The
length of time we had now been abfent from our
native foil, the unpleafant intelligence we bad
Ps3 recently
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recently received of the ftate of Europe, and the
defire we had of adding our little ftrength to the
means adopted for the reftoration of good order
and tranquillity at home, all combined to recon-
cilc us to any difappointment which the thirft for
eéxploring or difcovering new countries’ might
have infpired ; and operated to fatisfy our minds
as to the neceffity of making the beft of our way
towards thofe regions, where aur {ervices in ano-
ther line of duty might poffibly be more accept-
able to our country.

Our progrefs however was not equal to our
withes, for by Wednefday the 11th at noon, we
had only reached the latitude of 2° 3" fouth,
when the vertical inclination of the magnetic
needle was obferved to be,

Marked End, North face Eaft, 0° 40"
Ditto-  Ditto Weft, o 350
Ditto South face Eaft, o0 30
Ditto Ditto Weft, o0 20

Mean inclination of thc north point, 0 30

The variation of the compafs at this time was
79 45’ caftwardly.

The wind between S. E, and E. S. E. blew a
fteady but very gentle breeze, and although the
atmofphere was moftly free from clouds, yet the
weather was temperate and pleafant; the ther-
mometer night and day rémaining between 45

and
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and 70. On Thur{day the 12th, in the after-
noon, the vertical inclination of the magnetic
needle was found to be as under ;
o3, Marked End, North face Eaft, 1° gof
.Ditto Ditto. Weft, 1 38
Ditto South face Eaft, 1 40
Ditto Ditto Weft, 1 17
Mean inclination of the fouth point, 1 32
The variation of the compafs, 7° 50’ eaftwardly.
The fame light winds with pleafant weather
continued until the following day, when, after
about ten hours calm, a breeze {fprang up from
the S. E. which gradually increafed, and the
next day, Friday the 13th at noon, the latitude
was obferved to be 4° 15’ fouth, longitude 265,
15/, The vertical inclination of the marine dip-
ping needle was as follows:

Marked End, North face Eaft, 5° 3%/

Ditto Ditto Weft, 5 32
Ditto South face Eaft, 5 55
Ditto Ditto Weft, 6 3

Mean inclinationof the fouth point, 5 46
And the variation of the compafs, 9° 7/ eaftwardly.
Since our departure from the Gallipagos iflands
we had felt the influence of a current fetting to
the weftward, though this did not appear to be
of great ftrength, as the error of the dead reck-
oning in longitude to this fituation in the ocean
had not increafed more than a degree.
P4 The
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The extremely bad failing of the Chatham
had, throughout this voyage, very materially
retarded the progrefs of ourlabours, but fince our
laft departure from Monterrey the evil feemed to
have much increafed ; and confidering that our
operations to the fouthward might acquire fome
advancement from our preceding her, Linformed
Mr. Puget, that 1 fhould make the beft of my
way with the Difcovery towards the ifland of
Juan Fernandez ; and in the event of his pot
arriving there before our departure, he was pro-
vided with further inftru&ions, which, with fuch
as I might leave for him at that ftation, would
be fufficient for his future government. After
having made thefe neceflary arrangements, we
made all fail in the Difcovery with a pleafant
fteady gale from the S. S. E. Many occanic
birds and numbers of fith ftill attended us, and
we were now and then fortunate in taking fomne
of the latter. By the evening the Chatham was
a confiderable diftance aftern, and by the next
forenoon, Monday the 16th, intircly out of fight
from the maft-head ; fo that the diftance we had
gained of her in twenty-four hours could not
be much fhort of five leagues.

Our progrefs now was not only very expeditious,
but very pleafant ; the wind blew a fteady gale
between E. S. E. and S. S. E ; the fea abounded
with a great variety of fith, and was remarkably

{fmooth;
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{mooth; the wezther, alternately clear and cloudy,
with fome flight thowers of rain, was very tem-
perate and agreeable, the thermometer ffanding
between 75 and 77. On Saturday in fouth la-
titude 12° 43/, longitude by

Arnold’s No. 14, - 255° 3¥
170, - 255 0
Kendall's, 254 54

And by the dead reckoning, continued from the
ifland of Cocos, 260° 32°

In this fituation the vertical inclination of the
magnetic needle was,

Marked End, North face Eaft, 23> 5
Ditto Ditto Weft, 25 so
Ditto South face Eaft, 23 58
Ditto Ditto Welt, 23 18

Mean inclination of the fouth point, 23 23

The variation of the compafs, 4° 55" caltwardly.

As we advanced the wind decreafed 1n its force,
and gradually inclined to the eaftward and north-
ward of caft, with nearly the fame pleafant wea-
ther. On Thurfday the 20th, in latitude 19°
44, longitude 258° 45, the vertical inclination
ot the magnetic needle was found to be,

Marked End, North face Eaft, 30° 20
Ditto Ditto Weit, 36 17
Ditto South face Eaft, 35 23
Ditto Ditto Weft, 35 15

Mean inclination of the fouth pont, 85 40

Variation of the compafz, 24° 5’ eaftwardly.
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The trade wind during the two fucceeding
days was light and variable in the eaftern quarter,
and on Sunday the 1t of March we feemed to
have reached the variable winds, having a frefh
breeze, attended with a very heavy {well from
the north-weftward. The obferved latitude at
noon was 23° 24/, longitude by

Arnold’s No. 14, - 2550 3§
170, - 254 52

Kendall’s, - 254 53

And by the dead reckoning,. 260 25

The variation of the compafs was 4° caft-
wardly. In the afterncon we again reached the
temperate zone; and notwithftanding that fince
our departure from the G\ailipagos iflands we had
paffed under a vertical fun, the height of the
mercury in the thermometer had at no time ex-
ceeded 7 degrees. :

The north-weft wind continued with fair
pleafant weather until the evening of Monday the
2d, when it veered to the north, and became
light and variable between the N. N. E. and
E.N.E. On Wednefday the 4th, in latitude
26° 45', longitudc by Arnold’s No..14, 258° 39/,
we pafled fome drift wood, and we had many
birds and fifhes about the fhip.  Some good lunar
obfervations had been lately procured by fome of
the officers, which fhewed the longitude to be
about 5' to the weftward of Arnold’s No. 14,

18
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18’ to the eaftward of No. 176, and 3/ to the ¢aft-
ward of Kendall's chronometer; the dead reck-
oning at the fame time fhewing 26.4° 10’; the
varlation was -+° ea{’twardly, and the thermometer
from 73 to 75.

From this time our progrefs was much retarded
by the wind being adverfe, and varying between
fouth and E.S. E.; the weather however con-
tinued fajir and pleafant until the morning of
Sunday the 8th, when the breeze frefhened, at-
tended by fome fhowers and fmart {qualls; 1n one
of thefe,the hc\avie{’c wehadexperiencedfor a great
length of time, the head of the mainmaft was
difcovered to have been very badly fprung, about
five feet below the rigging and about feven feet
above, and oppofite to its former defective part.
The fails on the mainmaft were immediately
taken in, and on further examination of the
wound, the head of the maft was feento beina
very weak and fhattered condition. No time
was loft in relieving it of its weight, by getting
every thing down upon deck that was above the
top, and the carpenters were immediately em-
ployed in preparing two anchor ftocks as fifkes to
fupport the maft-head. At noon the obferved
latitude was 8°, the longitude 259° 32’ ; the va-
riation of the compafs 5° 3’ eafterly, and the
thermometer from 70° to 72°. The weather
was tolerably favorable forapplying fuch remedics

to
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to the defe@® in the maft as we poflefled ; and
on Monday afternoon, the gth, it being as well
fecured as was in our power, the mizentop-maft
was fubftituted for a maintop-maft, that being as
much as the weak ftate of the lower maft was
capable of fuftaining, and the maintop-gallant-
maft was got up for a mizen-top-maft. By this
unfortunate accident our quantity of canvas was
fo reduced, that our progrefs towards the ap-
pointed rendezvous was rendered very flow ; we
however made the beft of our way, with winds
very variable both in refped to force and-direc-
tion, though generally attended with moderate
pleafant weather.

Without the occurrence of any circumftance
worthy of recital, we paffed on until Saturday the
14th, when we found ourfelves in latitude 33°13/,
longitude 262° 43, and variation 4° eaftwardly,
At this time, to my utter aftonifhment and fur«
prize, I was given to underftand from Mr. Men-
zies that the fea feurvy had made its appearance
amongft fome of the crew. This was a eircum~
ftance for which it was not eafy to account.
The high ftate of health which every individual
on board the thip (myfelf excepted) had appeared
to enjoy for fome months before, and the re~
frefhments we had been conftantly in the habit
of procuring fince our arrival at Monterrey, to-
gether with the very pleafant weather that had

attended
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attended us fince that period, all confpired to
render the caufe of this unfortunate malady the
more inexplicable, efpecially as there had not
been the fmalleft abatement or relaxation in the
meafures I had adopted at the commencement of
our voyage ; but on the contrary, the moft rigid
obfervance had been paid to all thofe circum-
ftances, which had been proved from experience
to be the happy and effcctual means of preferv-
ing that moft valuable of all bleflings, health.
All thefe precautions and falutary meafures on
this occafion feemed to have loft their effedt, for
the number of our {corbutic invalids increafed,
and with them alfo my folicitude, which may
probably be more eafy to imagine than to de-
fcribe.  The baneful effects which feldom fail
to be confequent on this diforder at fea, filled
my mind with apprehenfions for the fafety of
our patients ; and having prefumed that we had
at length profited fo much by the expericncc and
indefatigable labours of that renowned navigator
Captain Cook, as that by due attention we could
on a certainty protc& feafaring people from the
fatal confequences hitherto infeparable, under
fimilar circumftances, from this malignant dif-
order, the difappointment which T felt on this
occafion was inexprefiible.  This was the fecond
jnftance in which it had appeared during the

voyage.
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voyage. The firft was on our paflage fromiNootka;
to the Spanifh fettlements in New Albion ; but:
I was thén in'fome mcafure able to account for:
its appearance, our people having been for many
of the preceding months expofed in a very ar-
duous and fatiguing fervice to moft inclement
weather, with only the very fmall portion of re-
frefhments we were enabled to procure dunng
that time. Thefe reafons did not now exit,
and I rcmained in the greateft uncertainty con-
cerning the caufe of its origin, until at length 1t
appearcd to have been derived from a fource
from whence 1 leaft expeéted it: namcly, from a
difobedience of my pofitive injunétions and orders
on the part of the cook, who had been firiétly
forbidden on any account whatever to allow the
fkimmings of the boiling falted meat to be caten
by the people. Of this difobedience, the thip’s
cook, a fteady, grave, and valuable man, came
aft on the quarter deck, and made a voluntary
confcflion ; and ftated, that he had not only
adted in dircét oppofition to my repeated injunc-
tions in the prefent inftance, but alfo on the
former occafion; though he had not been in-
duced at any other time during the voyage, by
the importunities of the people, to tranfgrefs, in
giving to the crew the fkimmings of the boilers
to mix with their pulfc, which at both thofe
times,
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times, but particularly the prefent, they' had
been able to procure in great abundance from
their Spamfh friends.

On his examination it appeared®that he had
been lefs fcrupulous in complying with the de-
mands of the people, in confequence of argu-~
ments that bad been frequently urged and fup-
ported by fome on board, who feemed to be ac-
quainted with the opinions of the prefident of
the Royal Society, and who ftated, that /e con-
ceived that pulfe with any kind of greafe was
not only a wholefome food, but alfo very anti-
{corbutic.

When the great infipidity of peas or beans
alonc, without the aid of butter, or other quali-
fying material, is taken into confideration, it is
not much to be wondered at that a deviation
from reftricive rules in thofe refpeéts thould have
taken place, with people fo totally indifferent
and carelefs of themitlves as are the gencrality of
feamen. The very unreferved and feeling man-
ner in which the cook acknowledged his trani-
greffion, and the contrition he thewed for hav-
ing thus departed from his duty, intitled him to
my full forgivenefs; on which he earncftly af-
fured me, that he would in future attend {trictly
to my directions, and I had reafon to belicve that
he performed his promife. The cook’s name
was John Brown, which 1 feel a fatisfaction in

recording,
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rccording, from his having beeen the; means of
citablithing a fact of fo much importance to ma-
ritime perfons, by the two experiments which
his honefty compelled him to make known, at
the ritk of a puriiﬂnnent for difobedience of
orders:

All our antifeptics were reforted to, but they
did notfeem to aét {fo well as on the former occa-
fion; and fince the number of fcorbutic patients
increafed daily, I had reafon to believe that the
pernicious indulgence which had produced the
difeafe, had been avery general practice amongft
the crew.

With the wind blowing a fteady gale, chiefly
hetween N.N.E. and N. W., attended with
fair and pleafant weather, we made as much pro-
grefs as could well be expeted in our crippled
condition. In the courfe of the preceding wecek
we procured feveral very good lunar obfervations
for the longitude, which, when reduced by Ar-
nold’s No. 14 to Wednefday the 18th at noon,
thewed their refults to be as follow ;

The mean of 31 [etstaken by Mr. Whidhey, 273%24/ 55¢
Ditto 13 ditte  Mr. Baker, 273 36 48
Ditto 30 ditta  Mr. Swaige, 273 32 30
Ditto 37 ditto  Mr. Manby, 273 13 37
Ditto 30 ditto  Mr, Orchard, 273 17 44

The mean of the whole 136 fets colteftively

taken thewed what I confidered the true, or
pearly the true longitude, to he - 273 25 30

By
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By Arnold’s chronometer No. 14, the longitude

was - - - 273° 5 307
o » 176 ditto 272 1
Kendall’s, ditto ditto 273 77 45

From thefe ftatements it thould feem, that the
chronometers were at this time materially gain-
ing on the rate now allowed. The dead reck-
oning fhewed 280° 1. 'The obferved latitude
was 33° 50’ fouth, and the variation of the com-
pafs 9° 15’ caftwardly. )

At day-light in the morning a ftrange fail had
been difcovered at a great diftance aftern, or ra-
ther upon our weather quarter; the was foon
found to be drawing up to us, although we
had all the fail fet that we were able to carry ;
and as fhe appeared to be a brig, little doubt was
entertained of her being the Chatham; the opi-
nion of her being our confort was confirmed
about four in the afternoon by her anfwering the
private fignal, and as the had now evidently the
advantage of us in point of failing, we did not
Thorten fail, but left her to overtake us; which
however \)vas not effe@ed until about nine o’clock
on Friday forenoon the 20th, when Mr. Puget
came on board, and I had the pleafure to under-
ftand from him, that, like ourfelves, they had
had very fine weather ever fince our feparation ;
and that on the 2d of March he had met with a
large Spanifh merchant fthip named the Rofalie,

Vor. VI Q Antonio
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Antonio Jofeph Valaro, matfter, laden with cocoa
and jefuit’'s bark from Guayaquil, and bound
round cape Horn to Rio de la Plata, and from
thence to Cadiz ; having quitted the former place
on the 20th of the preceding January. The
commander of this veffel mentioned the lofs of
the fhip Edward of London, which had been
unfortunately caft away at a place called Man-
quiva, and that feveral other Britifh veflels, which
had been very fuccefsfully- employed in the fouth-
ern whale fithery, had vifited different ports on
the coaft of Peru and Chili, where they had been
well recejved ; and that the Englith were in
high eftimation in thofe countries. From this
gentleman Mr. Puget became informed, that the
anchorage at Juan Fernandez was confidered as
very bad and greatly expofed; that a Spanith
frigate had lately been loft there ; and that the
ifland afforded but very few refrethments. On
thefe accounts he ftrongly recommended, that in
cafe the Chatham ftood in need of any articles
of naval flores, that the fhould repair to the port
of Valparaifo, as being the moft likely place on

the coaft of Chili for procuring fuech fupplies.
After Mr. Puget had obtained this information,
and exchanged with Sen® Valaro fome mutual,
‘though trivial marks of civility, they parted, and
each veflel purfued her courfe with a pleafunt
gale at E. N, E., which enabled the Chatham
the
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the next morning to crofs the fouthern tropic in
the longitude of 257¢ 40/, about a degree and a
half to the eaftward of our track acrofs that line,
about forty hours before them. The winds had
permitted the Chatham to fteer a more cafterly
courfe than we had been enabled to do, which,
with our reduced rate of failing, had contributed
to form this early juné&ion, and had obtained me a
great degree of fatisfadtion, as it hiad rendered our
ftopping at Juan Fernandez intirely unneceflary.

The very unferviceable and damaged ftate of
our mainmaift demanded, that we thould without
delay repair to fome port more eligible than this
fland was likely to prove for adminiftering to
our neceflities, efpecially as the'head of the matt,
in addition to the former accident, had upon a
more minute {urvey been found to be very rotten.
A defe& of {o ferious a nature, admitting of no
delay in the application of the moft effectual re-
medy, left no doubt in my mind: refpecting ' the
meafures that it would be moft defirable to pur-
fue for the accomplifhmeat of that obje&.

In confequence of the ftrong injunctions con-
tained in my inftructions, not to vifit any of the
Spanifh fettlements on this coaft, excepting in
the event of the moft abfolute neceffity, I deemed
it expedient to fubmit to Mr. Puget, and the
principal officers of the Difcovery, the ftate amd
condition of the maft from the¢ carpenters wrntten

Q2 report,
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report, togetlier with that part of my fecret in-
ftrutions relative to the matter in queftion.
Thefe having been maturcly taken into their
confideration, they were unanimouily of opinion,
that for the good of His Majefty’s fervice in-
trufted to my carc and execution, and for the
prefervation of His Majefty’s fhip, it was indif-
penfibly neceflary that the Difcovery fhould im-
mediately repair to the neareft port, for the pur-
pofe of procuring a new mainmatt; fince the
difabled one, with every repair that it was pof-
fible to give it, would ftill be very inadequate to
the fervice that might be demanded of it in thofe
boifterous feas, which at this feafon of the year
we muft neceflarily expect to encounter in paf-
fing round cape Horn.

The port of Valparaifo feeming to be the moft
likely to fupply our wants, and being the neareft
to us, our courfe was directed thither with a
freth northerly breeze, and fair and pleafant wea-
ther, At noon the obferved latitude was 33° 55/
fouth, the longitude by

Arnold’s chronometer, No. 14, 277° 306

176, 276 31

Eendall's . . ditto 277 32

-And by the dead reckoning, 284 19

; ‘And the variation of the compafs was 10° caft-
efly.

About four olclock-in the afternoon the ifland

of
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of Maflafuero was feen bearing by compafs
E.N.E., 11 or 12 leagues diftant. The wind
at this time blowing a frefh breeze rather to eaft-
ward of north, our courfe was directed to the
‘fouthward of this ifland ; but from its diftance,
and the approach of night, we were unable to
fee much of it. At midnight we were pailing
within about 4 leagues of its fouthern fide, its
centre then bearing by compafs N. 15 W The
latitude of the thip by the log fince noon was at
this time 34° 3/ fouth, the longitude by Arnold’s
No. 14, according to the laft rate was 278° 50/,
and by the lunar obfervations brought forward
by No. 14, allowing the fame rate, 279° 17; but
as the chronometers were evidently gaining, and
that very materially, the true longitude of this
ifland was deduced from fubfequent obfervations,
which fthewed its centre to be 1n 27¢° 267 eaft.
Its latitude from the preceding and following
days obfervations, which with the fhip’s run
agreed exceedingly well together, was 33°49’
fouth. This ifland did pot appear to exceed three
leagues in circuit: its furface 1s hilly, rugged,
and uncven, and it appeared to terminate ab-
ruptly in rocky cliffs at the water’s edge, Dur-
ing the night we had a freth breeze with fome
fqualls, which continued the next morning, Sun-
day the 211t, when the jury maintop-fail yard
was carried away ; not in confequence of a prefs

Q3 of
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of fail, but like many others of our materials,
from being quite worn out and rotten. This
was immediately replaced with another, of whofe
firength and qualities we had not a much better
opinion. At about ten in the forenoon the ifland
‘of Juan Fernandez was fecn bearing by compafs
N.Go E. The latitude was thewn by obferva-
tions at noon to be 33° 56’ {fouth, longitude by
Arnold’s No. 14, - 280° 16’ 30/
176, - 279 18
Kendall’s, 280 15

By the laft lunar obfervations
brought forward by No. 14, 280 37 30

And by the dead reckoning, 2806 51

The variation of the compafs at this time 13°
eaf’twardiy.

We had fenfibly felt the influence of a current
during the laft two days, fetting to the eaftward
at the rate of ten miles per day. In this fitua--
tion the fouth-weft point of Juan Fernandez, or
rather what we fuppofed to be Goat ifland, bore
by compafs N. 39 E., at the diftance of 18 miles.
In the afternoon we pafled the fouthern fide of
Joan Fernandez; at the diftance of about 14
miles, which was too indiftin@ly feen to attempt
any delineation of its fhores. Its fouth-weft point
appeared by our calculations to be fituated in la-
titude 33° 45’ fouth, and longitude correéted by
fubfequent obfervations, 281° 8 47" caft. Its

' afpeét
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afpe& in this point of view was not very inviting;
the point terminates in a high fteep bluff, its
eaftern part feemed to be lefs elevated, and the
whole compofed a group of broken irregular hills,
forming altogether as rude and grotefque a fcene
as the imagination can well fancy.

The wind feeming now to be fixed in the
northern quarter, and being to the fouthward of
our port; our courfe was directed to regain the
parallel of its latitude ; this was accomplithed by
Monday noon, being then by obfervation in lati-
tude 32° 55’ fouth, true longitade 285° 30/; the
wind was ftill at N. N. W., with fair and plea-
fant weather ; the thermometer from 66 to 68,
and the variation of the compafs: 13° 42’ eaft-
wardly. Having now got to the northward of
Valparaifo, our courfe was fo ordered as to pre~
ferve that fituation. This however proved to be
a very unneceflary precaution, as towards mid-
night, in latitude 32° 517, the wind, after becom-
ing light and variable, was fuccceded by a frefh
breeze at fouth, that feemed to be equally fteady
and fixed in its direGion as the northerly wind
had been before ; fo that we had now again to
haul to the fouthward, in order that we might
keep to windward of our port,

On Tuefday forenoon, the 24th, we gained 3
diftant view of the lofty coaft of Chili to the
gaftward. The obferved latitude at noon was

Q4 32053’
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32053’ fouth. The land at this -time was too
far off to diftinguifh any-of its particular parts.
The wind blew freth from the fouth, with which
we made great progrefs towards the land, and by
fun-fet the fhores were diftinctly feen to extend
by compafs from N. 50 E, to S. 68 E., about 10
leagues diftant. In this point of view the fea
coaft appeared to be compofed of hills of various
fhapes and fizes confiderably elevated; behind
thefe the interior country rofe to a very lofty
range of ftupendous mountains wrapped in per-
petual fhow. Thefe were the Andes, and when
firft feen, which was fhortly after noon, were
at the diftance, I thould imagine, of nearly 40
leagues ; but we had not an opportunity of mak-
ing the neceflary obfervations for afcertaining
that fa@. We continued to ftand in fhore until
ten at night, when, concluding we were within
three or four leagues of the land, we tacked and
ftood to the W. S. W. under as much fail as we
could venture to carry, for the purpofe of fetch-
ing, if poflible, to windward of Valparaifo.
- At two o'clock on Wednefday morning the
25th, we again ftood in for the land, which was
very indiftin@ly feen, owing to a denfe haze in
which it was enveloped. The wind at S. S. E.
was light, ,and it was not until about ten in the
forenoon that we were in with the thores ; on
which there was no one circumftance that could
indicate
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indicate our being in the nighbourhood of Val-
paraifo, nor point out whether we were to the
north or fouth of that port, excepting our own
reckoning, which fhewed it to be in the former
dire¢tion. Idid not think it prudent in our crip-
pled fituation to rifk a difappointment, and for
that reafon we ftood off fhore until an obferva-
tion for the latitude could be procured ; which
by the help of a double altitude, was accompliﬂ"ed
about eleven o’clock, when we bore away in la-
titude 33° 10’ fouth, for a point not far diftant
from the place where we expe&ed to find the
bay of Valparaifo. At noon the above point,
which was the moft northern part of the coaft
in fight, and appearing like a {fmall rocky ifland,
lying clofe to a low or moderately elevated pro-
jecting point of land, and terminating at the fea-
fide in a round hummock like a bell, bore by
compafs N. 43 E.; a rugged rocky iflet lying
clofe to the main land, near the fouth point of a
fmall fandy bay, being the neareft thore, N. 64E.,
two or three miles diftant; and the fouthernmoft
part of the coaft in fight, S. E. by S.
" The view we had thus gained of the coafts of
the kingdom of Chili prefented but little to at-
tract the attention, or cxcite the curiofity, of
firangers. Thofe parts immediately on the fea
fhore were compofed of rude cliffs and rocky pre-
ClplCCS, lagainft which the weftern fwell broke
with



234 A VOYAGE OF-DISCOVERY [s1arcH,

with unremitting violence. Above thefe -cliffs
the country was varioufly broken by irregular
eminences, fome formed of naked barren rocks,
and others confifting of a reddifh fubftance almoft
equally unproductive, on which fome verdurc
appeared here and there, with a few ftunted
fhrubs and bufhes, fome of which were at great
diftances from each other; but notﬁing Iike a
tree was to bé fecen, and the Jandfcape, bounded
by the frozen fummits of the lofty Andes tower-
ing above the lower barren mountains that de-
fcend from them towards the fea coaft, exhibited
an extremely dreary, defolate, and inhofpitable
picture.

As we proceeded, a low fteep bluff point of
land, beyond that which terminated our nosth-
ern view of the coaft at noon, was now feen
lying in a direftion from it, N. 51 E. about three
leagues diftant, and which proved to be the weft-
ern point of entrance into Valparaifo bay.

Our attention was now direCted in queft of
the * great rock or fmall ifland” defcribed by
Sir Richard Hawkins in-1593, as lying ¢ a league
“ or better to the fouth of, and a.good mark and
“fure tign of, the port.”. At firft'] was ata
lofs to difcover which of - the two noticed at
noon was Sir Richard’s rock, as both are much
further from the bay of Valparaifo than he de-
fcribes them to be; but as we advanced, I had no

doubt
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doubt of the moft northern being the great
“ rock or fmall ifland.” This lies upwards of
three leagues, in a direion S. 51 W. from the
-point of Angels, which is the weft point of Val-
paraifo bay, and is rendered ftill more confpi-
cuous for pointing out the port, by being fituated
clofe to a very projeGting point called by the
Spaniards P* Quraumilla, from whence the thores
of the main land to the fouthward take a direc-
tion fome degrees to the eaftward of fouth, and
thofe to the northward, as before ftated, towards
Valparaifo. It is alfo the fouth-weftern point
of a fpacious open bay bounded by a fandy beach,
where anchorage might probably be found, but
which muft be much expofed; and as feveral
rocks were obferved lying at a very little diftance
from the fhore, the chance is that the bottom
may be compofed of the fame matenals. On
the north-eaft fide of this bay a houfe and fome
{maller habitations near it were {feen, and the
country in its neighbourhood appeared to be lefs
fteri] and forbidding than thofe parts to which
we were oppofite in the morning. Its furface,
though unequal, was lefs broken; and although
it -could not boaft of a luxuriant vegetation, yet
the naked, rugged precipices, that formed a bar-
rier agzinft the ocean on each fide of the bay,
were no longer the general chara&eriftic of the

interior country, which prefented a*furtace of
fome
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fome {o1l, on whofe withered hcrbagé both flocks
of fheep and herds of cattle were feen grazing,
on the fides of the hills.

Along thefe fhores, which feemed to be bold,
we paficd at the diftance of from half a mile to
half a league, without difcovering any danger
which is not fufficiently comfpicuous to be
avoided ; and, with the affiftance of a fine fouth-
erly breeze, by two in the afternoon we were
abreaft of the point of Angels, off which fome
rocks extend to the diftance of about half a
cable’s length. Thefe we pafled at about twice
that diftance, without gaining foundings. In
failing round this point, the country fuddenly
opened upon us, and prefented a fcene to which
we had long been intire {trangers; the whole of
the bay was now exhibited to our view termi-
nated by a fandy beach; near the upper margin
of which, and on the fides of the adjacent hills
was fecn the town of Valparaifo; and although
from -its fituation it cauld not boaft of much
pleafantnefs, yet in this point of view it appeared
to be neat, of confiderable extent, and built with
vegularity ; the churches rofe above the other
buildings, and the whole being defended by fe-
veral forts,. all confpired at once to announce,
that we were again approaching towards the
civilized world.

In the bay and near to the fhore rode feveral

fail
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fail of merchant fhips, engaged in their refpe&ive
occupations; to and from which boats were pai-
fing and re-pafling to the fhore, where a very
lively fcene was exhibited of men and cattle;
the whole exhibiting that fort of commercial in-
tercourfe between diftant countries, that the arts
and civilization can alone carry into effe¢t.  This
pleafing profpect of at length drawing towards
our native country, after {fo long an abfence
amongft the rude, yet hofpitable, nations of the
earth, was however not unmixed with forebod-
ings of a painful nature, left the intelligence re-
fpeéting the diftracted ftate of Europe, which we
had but too much reafon to apprehend would
meet us on vifiting thefe fhores, fhould be of a
more melancholy complexion than we had an-
ticipated.

The wind from the fouthward blowing di-
re@ly out of the bay, obliged us to make fome
trips for the purpofe of reaching a proper fitua-
tion for anchoring, which was accomplifhed
about three o’clock in 10 fathoms water, muddy
bottom.

An officer was immediately difpatched to in-
form the governor of eur arrival, of the occafion
of our vifit, and of the affiftance we required,
A thip that had been feen in the offing in the
morning anchored foon after us, and, together

with the Difcovery and Chatham, made ten fail
of
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of veflels riding in the bay; of thefe five fhips
and two brigs were Spanifh merchantmen, and
the other the Lightning of Briftol, a South-fea
whaler, commanded by a Mr. Cook; from whom
we received little encouragement to hope for
fuch a reception at Valparaifo, as we confidered
we had a right to expe&, or as our fituation de-
manded.  Soon after we had anchored, however,
and during the abfence of Mr. Manby, who was
the officer fent to the governor, a Spanifh officer
came on board with congratulations on our ar-
rival from Sen® Don Lewis Alava, a colonel in
the army, governor of this port, and brother to
our friend of that name at Montetrey.

This mefluge was accompanied by the ftrongeft
affurances on the part of the governor of afford-
inz us every affiftance that we might require, and
which might be in his power to beftow, and with
hopes that he fhould foon have the pleafure of
fecing myfelf and officers on fhore, where we
might depend upon receiving every civility; ad-
ding, that the time we might remain at Valpa-
raifo fhould pafs as agrecably as it was in the
power of himfelf and the inhabatants of the town
to render it.

It was not eafy to reconcile two reports fo very.
oppofite, though I did not hefitate to give more
credit to the latter than to the former, efpectally
as our firlt impreffions were received from one

not
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not perfe@ly fober. Had I entertained any
doubts, my fufpenfe would not have been of long
duration, for on the return of Mr. Manby, every
thing the Spanifh officer had ftated was con-
firmed; and we now underftood, that if thofe
on board the Lightning laboured under any un-
comfortable reftrictions impofed by the governor,
it was to be attributed folely to their own indif-
cretion and improper conduét, which had ren-
dered fuch meafures on the part of the command-
ing officer indifpenfibly neceffary for the prefer-
vation of good order.

Mzr. Manby informed me that Sen® Alava had
ftated to him, that notwithftanding he did rot
entertain the leaft doubt that Don Ambrofio
Higgins de Vallenar, the prefident and captain
general of the kingdom of Chili; would confirm
all the promifes which he then made ;. yet it was
neceflary, before any material operations fhould
take place, to obtain his excellency’s fanction
and approbation for their being carried into effect.
For this purpofe he fhould difpatch a courier
that evening to the capital, St. Jago de Chili, the
refidence of the Prefident, and whcrc he now»;
was, and he hoped it would be convenient to me
to make fome communication to his excellency
by the fame conveyance, on the fubject of our
vifit, and the fuccours we required.

With this requeft of the governor's I inftantly

complied ;
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complied ; the meflenger was then difpatched,
and we were given to underftand that a reply
might be expeed on the Saturday or Sunday
following; in the mean time there was no re-
ftraint on the officers vifiting the town; the
markets were open to us to obtain fuch imme-
diate refrefhments as we might require; and we
were equally at liberty to recruit our ftock of
water and of fuel.

On thefc agreeable communications being
made, the garrifon was faluted with thirteen
guns, and on this compliment being equally re-
turned, I waited upon the governor, whilft the
veflels were mooring by the bower anchors in a
N.N.E. and S.S5. W. dire&tion, a cable each
way ; the fouthern anchor in ten fathoms, the
northern in fixteen fathoms water, on a bottom
of {tiff muddy clay. The point of Angels bear-
g by compafs N. 35 W. diftant about a mile ;
the faluting fort on the weftern fide of the bay,
N. 53 W. about half that diftance; the gover-
nor’s houfe in another fort, S. 86 W. about three
cables diftant; a rocky point running off from
the town, being the neareft fhore, S. 7 W. one
cable and a half diftant; a redoubt on a hill,
S. 5 E.; a confpicuous white church in the vil~
lage of Almandrel, S. 65 E.; the eafternmotft fort,
N. 83 E.; a remarkably lofty, rugged, fnowy
mountain, termidating partly in a flat, and partly

in
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in a peaked fummit, being a part of the Andes,
N. 61 E.; the eaft point of the bay, N. 57 E.
about a league diftant; a more diftant point, N,
17 E. three leagues off; and the northernmoft
part of the coaft in fight, N. 6 W,

On Thurfday morning the 26th, accompanied
by Mr. Puget and feveral of the officers of both
veflels, I paid my formal vifit to governor Alava,
and had the pleafure of recciving every mark of
polite and /hofpitablc attention from him, with
repeated affurances that nothing fhould be want-
ing on his part to relieve our wants, or to render
Valparaifo as pleafant and agreeable to us as 1ts
circumftances would allow. Thefe ceremonies
being concluded we returned to the veflels, where
our vifit was thortly repaid by the governor, at-
tended by moft of the principal officers and in-
habitants of the town ; and on their coming on
board they were faluted with thirteen guns.
From all thefe gentlemen we recetved the moft
prefling intreaties to vifit their families ; which
civilities we did not fail to accept, expreffing our
thanks for the cordiality with which they had
been fo obligingly made.

The day was pleafantly fpent amongft our new
acquaintance, who readily affifted me in making
arrangements for procuring a fupply of the abun-
dant refrethments which this luxuriant country

Vor. VI R afforded.
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afforded. In doing this, my firft care and prin-
cipal objelt was, immédiately to adopt the moft
efficacious meafures that could be devifed, for
eradicating the 1nveterate fcorbutic diforder
which now prevailed, and which had greatly in-
creafed amongft the crews of both veflels. The
number of {corbutic patients rendered incapable
of attending to their duty on board the Difcovery,
amounted to feventeen. On board the Chatham
their number was not fo great, though the dif-
eafe was making a rapid progrefs; and I learned
from Mr. Puget, that on his making inquiry into
the caufe of it, he had foundz that the fame
pernicious practice had been indulged in on board
the Chatham, which had taken place on board
the Difcovery during our late long and tedious
paffage, that of permitting the fat tkimmings of
the boiling falt meat to be eaten by the people
with their pulfe, and to be ufed for fryingitheir
fith; but 1t did not appear that this unwholefome
indulgence had been carried to fuch an extent on
board the Chatham, as it had been on board the
Difcovery. In confequence of this information,
I deemed it expedient that the whole crews of
both veflels thould; in addition to the regular al-
lowancc‘of frefh beef and greens, and new foft
bread from the fhore, be daily ferved wirth a quan-
tity of grapes, apples, and onions ; and I had foon

‘the
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the happinefs of finding, that this falutary diet
was attended with the defired effe@ of intirely
eradicating the difeafe.

Whilft we were waiting for the return of the
courier difpatched to his excellency the Prefident,
my time was not unprofitably employed; for I
embraced that 6pportunity to vifit the feveral
warehoufes, and by fo doing obtained a complete
knowledge of the quality of the ftores and provi-
fions they were capable of affording us.  When
this was done, I made the neceffary arrangements
for receiving them on board the inftant we thould
be at liberty to accept them. In the courfe of
my inquiries I had the mortification to learn, that
there was not a fpar, either at Valparaifo, or in
the country within our reach, of a fize fufficient
to be converted into a maft, for the purpofe of
replacing our difabled one on board the Difcovery.
This was a matter of very ferious concern; but
as a new maft could not here be procured, the
only expedient we had the power of reforting to,
was to ufe our beft endeavours to repair the old
one. This I purpofed to do by turning the maft
end for end, by which means the moft defe&ive
parts would fall below the deck; where, by the
addition of the fiffies we had on board by way of
further {ecurity, I was in hopes, that with great
carc and attention to the performance of the
work, we fhould be able to render it fufficiently

R 2 ftrong
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ftrong to anfwer the purpofe of carrying the vef-
fel to England.

The town of Valparaifo not affording any ta-
verns or, places for the reception and accommo-
dation of ftrangers, we were obliged to intrude
on the hofpitality of its worthy inhabitants for
fuch conveniences when we vifited the fhore.
Theie civilities were conferred in fo handfome a
manner as at once to relicve us from any idea of
our being intruders; the pleafure that every onc
manifefted in entertaining us, completely re-
moved every fentiment excepting that of grati-
tude on our parts, for the repeated acts of kind-
nefs they fo very obligingly beftowed. Amongft
the firft to whom we were indebted in thefe re-
fpects was Don Juan Barrara, the colle&or of the
king’s duties, and Don Praeta, the captain of the
port. We firft became known to thefe gentle-.
men in their public capacity, and they had the
goodnefs to introduce us to many others of their.
friends, all of whom treated us with the greateft
politenefs, attention, and hofpitality ; but as their
houfes were not more than fufficiently large for
the accommodation of their own refpective fami-
lies, a lodging on fhore was not to be eafily pro--
cured. The very indifferent ftate of my health
at this time however, required that I thould avail
myfelf of this opportunity. of fleeping on thore,
and taking as much of the exercife of the coun~

try



1795.] ROUND THE WORLD. 245
try as my ftrength would permit; for thisreafon
I was induced to apply to the governor, to allot
apartments for myfelf and a few of the officersin
fome of the public buildings of the town, with
which he very obligingly complied; and in the
event of our equipment in this port meeting with
the approbation of his Excellency the Prefident
of Chili, of which there was little doubt, the
Cafa de Exercicios was appointed for our recep-
tion and refidence. This building had been
erected fome years ago asa chapel of eafe, for the
purpofe of accommodating the country inhabi-
tants who came into the town on Sundays to at-
tend divine fervice, but who frequently could not
find room in the churches; and it had likewife
been appropriated for the penitential acknow-
ledgments of the women. '

Our time on board was bufily employed in
making every thing ready to procced in the fer-
vice we had to perform, the inftant we fhould
receive the fanéion of the prefident for fo doing.
On Saturday evening the 28th, agreeably to our
calculations, the courier returned, and [ had the
fatisfa&ion to receive from his Excellency Sen®
Don Ambrofio Higgins de Vallenar, prefident and
captain general of the kingdom of Chili, the
moft ample confirmation of all the hberal offers
which had been made to us by Governor Alava;
together with 2 letter containing the moft polite

R 3 congratu.
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congratulations on our having thus far fafely ac-
complithed the- great objeét of our expedition,
and having at length arrived in a country where
nothing thould be wanting within the reach of
his power to fupply, that could in any way con-
tribute to the reftoration of our health, adminifter
to our future comforts, or tend to re-equip the
veflels, and repair the damages which they had
{fuftained. Thefe obligin-g\and friendly offers were
further accompanied by a communication to
governor Alava, ftating, that if myfelf and fome
of the principal efficers fhould be inclined to
vifit the capital, we had his Excellency’s permifs
fion to do fo; and in the event of our under-
taking a journey to St. J ago, the governor was re-
quefted by the Prefident to employ his good
offices, in feeing that we were properly prov1dcd
for the excurfion.

I embraced the earlieft opportunity to return
my moft grateful acknowledgments to the Pre-
fident, for his extreme politenefs and liberality
towards us; and I loft no time 1n fetting hard to
work on the various fcrvxccs which now de-
manded our attention. My firft and principal
object was to get out the main-maft ; for this
purpofe, on Monday morning the 3oth, the thip
was moved nearer in thore, and moored 1n four
fathoms, to infure more effectually fmooth water
for x)erformmw that operation. After this was

accome-
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accomplithed, on the following morning, the
maft was hauled up on to the beach between
Valparaifo and the village of Almandrel, where
a tent was crected, and at the governor’s exprefs
defire a guard of marines from the Difcovery was
pofted there, to prevent thefts, or other improper
conduc on the part of the inhabitants, as fome
of the pinnace’s covering had been ftolen the
preceding night. ,

Whether this application from the governor
proceeded from a fentiment of delicacy towards
us, or whether he confidered that our marines
would be more adequate to the protection of our
property than the Spanfﬂl foldiers, 1s not eafy to
decide; but it appeared to be a very unprece-
dented  and extraordinary circumitance, that a.
guard fhould here be requefted by the governor
from an Englith man of war, to do duty in the
dominions of his Catholic majefty. The marines
hawever were landed with a ferjeant, and planted.
as centinels, with pofitive orders from me, on no
account to hurt any of the inhabitants, even
though they fhould be detected in the very a&
of thieving; but to fecurc their perfons, that
they might be dealt with according to their own
laws.

On the maft being examined we had the mor-
tification to find, that the damage it had fuf-
tained was greater than we had fufpected, as it

B was
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was {prung nearly two thirds through, a little
below the hounds. Some Spanith carpenters, in
addition to our own, were immediately fet to
work upon it; and as both “the veflels required
much caulking, the artificers of the country were
alfo hired for this fervice. Our fail-makers were
employed in repairing the old and making fome
new fails; the coopers in fetting up cafks for the
reception of flour, and repairing thofe made ufe
of for water; and the armourer was making the
neceflary iron work for the repair and fecurity of
the mainmaft and other purpofes, whilft thofe
remaining on board were varioufly erﬁployed
about therigging, and in the hold for the recep-
tion of a quantity of thingle ballaft. Not being
yet pofitively determined whether our route home
thould be round cape Horn, or through the ftraits
of Magellan, and our cables and hawfers being
worn to the laft extremity, a fupply of each fort
vas ordered to be made for both veflels, accord-
ing to the dimenfions we required; for although
we had found an abundance of fmall white cord-
age in the warchoufes, there were no cables;
there being little demand at Valparaifo for fuch
flores ; nor was there any tarred rope of any de-
feription, the cofdagc from four inches in cir-
cumference downwards, being all white rope,
fuch as the Spanith trading veflels in thefe feas
ufe for running rigging, Thefe feveral fervices

' were
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were all put into a regular train of execution ;
but as the following day was the anniverfary of
our departurc from Falmouth, and the com-
mencement of - the fifi% year of our labours, all
work was fufpended, and the people as ufual had
the day to themfelves. They were all ferved
with a double allowance of grog, and an excel-
lent dinner, compofed of the various good things
that this country {o abundantly afforded.

All our operations were cheerfully refumed
the next morning, Wednefday, April the 1ft;
and on my vifiting the artificers employed on the
maft, I had the mortification to underftand, that
on framing the heel of the matt for the purpofe
of its becoming the head, that end, near to the
place where the checks were to be fixed on to it,
was found to be extremely decayed, and fcarcely
in a better {tate than the other extremity. It
was however, though rotten, not {prung, and
having no refource but that of applying the beft
remedy in our pofleffion, two ftout checks made
of our fpare anchor ftocks, together with two
ftrong fifhes, were fixed to the maft below the
partners of the main deck, and continued up to
its head ; and even with thefe additional fecu-
rities, it would be but a crippled ftick to depend
ﬁpon: yet as we had no alternative, we were
gompclled to make the beft thift we could, which
would neceflarily oblige us to be particularly

cautious
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caittious, and to prefs it as hittle as poflible in our
paflage homewards.

The obfervatory, with the requifite inftru-
ments, was fent on thore, and,.as ufual, com-
mitted to the charge of Mr. Whidbey, for the
purpofe of making fuch obfervations as were now
become neceflary for afcertaining the rates and
errors of the chronometers, and for finding the
latitude and longitude of Valparaifo.  Having
made this and fome other arrangements for car-
rying into effect the re-equipment of the veflels,
I deteérmined to avail myfelf of the obliging per-
miffion of the prefident to wifit the capital of
Chili, and ordered preparations to be made for
an excurfion to St. Jago.

-Our party was to confift of Mr. Puget and
LicutenantJohnftone of the Chatham, and Lieu-
tenants Baker and Swaine, and Mr. Menzies of
the Difcovery. I had already made known to
governor Alava my intention of vifiting St. Jago,
who very obligingly gave direétions, as Valparaifo
did not afford any travelling carriages, that we
thould be provided with a proper number of hotfes
and mules for the expedition ; the former for our
riding, and the latter for carrying our luggage.

I'now had the pleafure of finding that his Ex-
cellency the Prefident, together with his polite
invitation to the capital, had alfo fent two dra-
goons from St. Jago, who were ‘natives of Ire-

land,
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land, in his Catholic Majefty’s fervice, for the
purpofe of being oﬁ;' guides and interpreters, and
for rendering us every other fervice that we
might require on the journey. Thefe people
had been long in New Spain ; they feemed to be
highly delighted with the charge now intrufted
to their care, and not a little proud of the power
and confequence that was attached to it; for, as
on this occafion they bore the immediate order
of the Captain-general, they had authority to do
many aéts from which, in the capacity of dra-
goons only, they were prohibited. This power,
émong{’c other things, permitted them to take
ény horfe or horfes whatfoever, whether 1n the
ftables or at pafture, for the purpofe of facilitating
the fervice on which they were employed ; but
as our vifit to St. Jago was purely for recreation,
I would not permit any compulfory meafures to
be reforted to for our accommodation; and a
fufficient number of horfes were procured, at
twelve dollars each, for the journey thither, and
back again to Valparaifo. . -

Every thing being prepared, we fet out early
on Friday morning the 3d, with a numerous
cavalcade; for, notwithftanding this country had
been fettled a great length of time, we were
given to underftand that we thould find no ac-
commodation on the road between thefe two
principal towns of the kingdom of Chili, except-

ing
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ing fuch as might be met with in the villages
through which we might pafs or occafionally ftop
at, and thefe would confift only of a thed or un-
inhabited empty houfe. A fupply of provifions
might be depended upon, but there were neither
be‘ds,_ feats, tables, nor any fort of convenient or
necelfary articles or utenfils to prepare them for
our table; all thefe, with our cook, we were
obliged to take with us; and, left we fhould be
difappointed of the promifed fhelter, we were
provided with a tent, which was packed in con-
venient travelling trunks, and carried on the
backs of the mules, according to the ufual method
of travelling in this country. I could not, how-
ever, help exprefling my concern that the poor
beafts fhould .be fo much loaded, and I objected
to the weight propofed to be carried, efpecially
the poles of the tent, which 1 fufpe&ed would
prove too inconvenient a burthen for them to
move under; indeed this circumftance produced
fome altercation between the muleteers and the
dragoons ; but as there was no appeal againft the
injunéions of the latter, the muletecrs and my-
{elf were obliged to acquiefce, and twelve mules
were completely loaded with our tent and bag-
gage. The horfes that had been hired we
thought rather too fmall, and not of fufficient
ftrength; for, befides the weight of their rider,
they had cach a moft enormous heavy faddle tg

carry ;
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carry 3 but our Irith guides undertook to anfwet
for their abilities, and the event proved that their
judgment was to be depended upon.
From the town of Valparaufo, which is fituated
on a narrow tract of very uneven ground at the
foot of the fteep rocky precipices, which, at no
gféat diftance from the water-fide, compofe the
fhores, there 1s no pafs immediately into the
country but for foot paflengers; for the main road
which leads into the interior parts of the country,
approaches the fea-fhore through the village of
Almandrel, whither our route was neceffarily di-
reted. This village is Pleafantly fituated, and is
on a more extenfive border of low land than the
town of Valparaifo; but it is bounded in a fimi-
lar way behind, by fteep and nearly barren hills.
The valleys and plains, however, in its imme-
diate neighbourhood, are fertile, and large gar-
dens were both cultivated for profit, and deco-
rated for amufement. From Almandrel a tole-
.rably good, though rather fteep, road had been.
made, in a zigzag way, over a ridge of hil ls, of
conﬁderable extent and elevation, the fummit of
which occuplcd us tull two hours 1n reaching.
The old road between thefe two towns being &
very ‘bad one, and dangerous to pafs, his excel
lency had- determined - ‘that @ new and more cli-
gible line of -road thould be made ; and for the
more immediate conventence of ‘the inhabitants
of
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of St. Jago and Valparaifo, this new road, which
is about fixteen yards wide, had been begun from
each place, and by that means an eafier and moré
pleafant communication with the adjacent coun-
try had already been atforded to the inhabitants
of each of thefe towns than they had hitherto
enjoyed. We were informed by our guidcs;
that the whole of the new road was not yet
finithed, but was at that time in a progreflive
ftate towards completion, and that we thould
meet the people employed upon it as we pro-
ceeded.

Under the prefent circumftances of this road,;
and whilft the dry feafon may continue, it i$
doubtlefs as commodious a pafs as could have
been well defigned; but, from the loofenefs of
the foil, and the acclivity of the hills along the
fides of which it is carried, it appeared to us that
it would be liable to great injury in the winter
feafon ; which, we were told, 1s frequently fub-
jeét to extremely heavy rains, that muft necef
farily ruth with great impetuofity down the fides
of this fteep mountainous country.

Having gained the top of the road, which pafles
over a deprefled part of that ridge of lofty hills
which bind the fea coaft, we arrived in a fpa-
cious plain, nearly on a level with the fummit of
the hills we had now left behind us. ~ This plain
extended to a confiderable diftance, in a north-

cafterly,
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eafterly, eafterly, and fouth-eaft dire&ion, where

it finithed at the bafe of another ridge of hills,

beyond which were feen other ranges varioufly

diverfified, and rifing in fucceflion one after

another; until our view was terminated by the

hoary head of the lofty Andes, wrapped in undif-

folving fnow. Had the intervening plain, and

the furrounding rifing hills, exhibited the verdant

productions of nature, affifted by the hand of

man, the landfcape would have been beautiful in”
the extreme, but this was not the cafe; and the

apparent fterility of the wide wafte, that now

encompafled us on every fide, rendered that |
abundant fupply of good things which we had
been daily accuftomed to fee in the market of
Valparaifo, a circumftance not ecafily to be ac-
counted for. *

Inftead of numerous villages, fertile paftures,
and fields in high cultivation, which I had ex-
pe&ed to find, after pafling over the hills near
the fea thore, an extenfive open defert now ap-
peared before us, deftitute of wood, and nearly
{o of verdure; asa few ftunted trees only, and
{ome grovelling fhrubs, were fcattered at a great
diftance from cach other; and, excepting near
the banks of the fluggith rills of water that crept
through the plain, ‘vegetation was fcarcely per-
ceptible; whilft the few miferable inhabitants
‘that exifted on itz furface, lived in wretched little

hovels,
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hovels, or hits, made principally of mud. The
frames of thefe dwellirigs, of which we had feen
about a dozen, were rudely conftruéted of wood;
and plaftered over with a thick coating of mud;
this ferved as a wall, whilft the unfmoothed fur-
face of the ground tormed the floor; and little or
no covering appeared on the roof; the whole
feeming {carcely to afford a fhade againft the
fecorching rays of the fun; for againft wind and
rain thefe humble manfions could afford no
fhelter.

At one of thefe mean abodes, about fifteen
miles from Valparaifo, we ftopped to dine.  The
infide of the.dwelli‘ng more forcibly difplayed the
poverty of its inhabitants than had been exhi-
bited by its external appearance; for it hardly
contained the moft common neceffaries to the
exiftence of human life; a dirty table, a ftool,
a wretched bed in one corner, and five or {ix
crofles, comprehended all its furniture;iyet it
was not without fome decorations of a religious
nature; and what ftill more attraéted our nhotice;
thofe who refided in it not only indulged in the
luxury of taking the matiee, which is an infufion
of an herb imported from Paraguay, but to our
furprize, the very. few utenfils.they pofiefled for
their moft common domeftic purpofes were
chiefly made of filver.is The: land: about thefe
miferable hovels was, like the wide {urrounding

wafte,
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wafte, in a perfe& flate of nature, without the
veftige of any labour having been ever beftowed
upon it, not even in the cultivation of a garden.
The few wretched people who inhabit this dreary
wild, feemed to rely intirely on the bountiful
band of Providence for their daily fubfiftence;
and to pafs away their lives, without entertaining
a wifh to procure the leaft addition to their hap-
pinefs or comfort, at the expence of any exertion,
Indolence and fuperftition appeared to influence
the whole of their condu®, which was marked
with a greater degree of uncleanlinefs and thofe
charadteriftics that diftinguifh the very loweft
order of fociety, than I had before witneffed
amongit any people who had-ever had the advan-
tage of living amongft thofe conneced with the
civilized world.

The mules which carried our luggage were on
the road before us, making the beft of their way
to the place where we purpofed to reft for the
night, excepting one fumpter mule, which had
accompanied us with fome articles of provifions
and provender for the day; and by adding to
our own ftores the fupplies which thefe hovels
were able to furnifh, confifting of poultry, eggs,
potatoes, onions, and fruit, we made an excellent
repaft, whilft our horfes were alfo refrethed, and
prepared to proceed with us over this extenfive
defert. Having now travelled fome. miles be-

Vor. VL. S yond
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yond the extent to which the new road from
Valparaifo had- beer carried, we found the old
one infinitely lefs commodious, and the difference
‘between the two was'very great indeed. In-
ftead of the fmooth regular furface over which
we had paffed from Valparaifo along the new
road, this could only be confidered as a beaten
track, fometimes leading along, or through, deep
and irregular ravines and gullies, deftitute of the
appearance of any labour having ever been applied
to reduce the inequalities of its furface, or to re-
move any of thofe impediments which continu-
ally interrupted our travelling.

The making of the. new road had doubtlefs
been a work of great labour; and to a people who
are not very induftrioufly inclined, and who are
all bigotted to former practices and original habits,
it 1s no wonder that ‘the manifeft advantages that
muft refult to the nhabitants of the country from
his Excellency’s wife undertaking, fhould be
overlooked, or rather not feen by them; and that
the execution of his judicious plan fhould have
deprived him, amongft the lower orders of the
people, of much of his popularity. For as the
thought had firft originated with the Prefident,
rather than not indulgec.a contradiory fpirit,
which our guides iuformed us had thewn itfelf
amorgfbthebulk .of the people, the inhabitants
fecmed to be more willing to facrifice their own

I future
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future intereft and comfort by oppofing this be~
neficial defign, than to do any thing which might
promote its fuccels:

Little variation occurred, in the fcenery already
defcribed, 1n our journey in the afternoon, as we
faw few objects to attract our attention until to-
wards the eveninig, when we arrived at the vil-
lage of Cafa Blanco, or, the whise houe. Here
our guides propofed we fhould reft for the night,
and after travelling twenty-eight miles in a way
to which we were little accuftomed, we all gladly
agreed to the meafure.

Cafa Blanco is a hamlet, confifting of a neat
thurch and about forty houfes in 1its neighbours
hood; which, with fome inclofures of land under
cultivation, formed a pleafing contraft to the
barren naked country through which our day’s
journey had been direéted. The principal perfon
of the village appeared to be the curate, who hav-
ing been made acquainted with our approaciy
was prepared to meet us, and gave us a like hof-
pitable reception with that which had been fo
generally thewn by all the good people of this
country with whom we had hitherto met. ;;In
the exercife of his humanity and good wifhes,
our reverend friend feemed to be much hurt that
he had fo little to beftow ; but as wé fortunatcly
did not {tand much in need of his affiftance, cx-
cepting in one refpe&, that of providing us with

S 2 2 lodging,
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a lodging, we foon rclieved him from his em-
barrafilment. This gentleman immediately fur-
nithed us with a houfe, over which he held fome
authority;- a manfion precifely of the defcription
which, we had been given to underftand, we
fhould find on the road for our accommodation.
This houle, if the {tructure could be entitled
to fuch a name, was fituated nearly in the centre
of the village, and was fo rudely formed, that it
could hardly be confidered as the work of a civi-
lized people. Its walls were made of dried pieces
of earth cut fquare into the fhape of bricks, which
had been laid on each other when in a ‘wet flate,
and.plaftered over with the fame fubftance; but
by drying unequally the plafter had fallen off in
many places. Its mfide was open like a barn,
and confifted of but one apartment, which con-
tained nothing but our baggage, that had arrived
{fome hours before us; and had the weather been
rainy, it would have afforded us but very im-
perfect thelter.  The floor was no other than the
ground in its natural, unlevelled ftate; but though
1t ‘was not remarkable for its cleanlinefs, it was
fpacious, and in that refpe@ more fuitable to the
-purpofes of our party, than the tent we had
brought with us. As it, however, was totally
deflitute of all kinds of furniture, we were obliged
to refort to our neighbours for fuch temporary
conveniences as we fhould want, which they very
readily
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readily fupplied: and whilft our fupper was pre-;
paring we vifited the inhabitants in the village,.
by whom we were received with the moft cheer-
ful affability ; particularly by the younger parts.
of the fex, amongft whom we noticed feveral
faces which, even by the fide of our fair country-
women, might have been confidered as pretty,
had nat the intolerable nafty cuftom of painting
both red and white, deftroyed the natural delicacy
of their comprexion, and impaired the effe@ of
the agrecable affemblage of their features. Their
affiduity to pleale was however very engaging,
and the cvening pafled fo pleafantly, that ¢he
fatigue of the day’s journcy was, I believe, intirely
forgotten by moft of us. The houfes of this
village being all white-wathed, gave it a neat
appcarance, which, as we approached, imprefled
us with a belief that we fhould find tacfe dwel-
lings infinitely fuperior to the wretched hovels
we had pafled in the courfe of the day; but we
bad the mortification to difcover, on accepting
the invitations of the principal people, that the
fame want of cleanlinefs prevaile&, and that
wretchednefs, indolence, and fuperftition was
exhibited here in as great a degree, as amongft
the cottagers on the fun-parched defert. The
only' difference that we could difcern, between
thofe people and the inhabitants of Cafa Blanco,
confifted in the fupcriority of the cxternal habi-

S 3 liments
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liments of the latter, who had evidently drefled
them{elves in their beft attire for the occafion.
Our time was agreeably engaged until fupper
was ferved, when we were favoured with the
company of every inhabitant, I believe, belonging
to the village ; the prineipal perfons partook of
our repaft, whilft the others. feemed to be equally
gratified in the opportunity that was afforded
them, of fatisfying their curiofity with a fcene fo
novel and unexpeéted in their country. The
glafs went cheerfully round, and our new friends
did not retire until a late hour. Our blankets’
were-then fprcéd, but the. night did not pafs fo
pleafantly as the evening had promifed; for our
reft was moft tormentingly difturbed by the ver-
min, which had been generated by the former
ﬁlth of our habitation, and which now took re-
venge upon us {trangers, for having endeavoured’
to diquﬂefs them of their ftrong holds by fweep-
ing out the place. When we arofe in the morning
we found ourfelves but little rcfrcfhed owing to
the great annoyance we had fuffered from my-
riads of buvs and fleas. Early thc next morning
we again fct out and foon arrived at the foot of
that range of hills that é,lvcs bounds to the plam
on which Cafa Blanco’is fituated. Thefe hills
appeared to rife with a quicker afcent, and toa
grearcr height above the plain we were then quxt-
ting, than the firft ridge had fccmmgly done from

the
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the fea fide at Almandre]l. The new road here
led acrofs the lefs elevated part of the ridge, not-
withftanding which, it was fo fteep that it was
neceflary to cut theroad in the fame zigzag dia-.
gonal way as before, and in its courfe from the
bafe to the fummit of the hills, it made twenty-
five returns or angles.

On this intermediate part of the new road the
labourers were at work ; and we underftood from
our guides, that as a fufficient number of people,
could not be procured to carry the whole of the
defign into cxecution at once, his Excellency the.
Prefident (having the comfort, convenience, and
intereft of the inhabitants much at heart) had,
in order to facilitate the intercourfc between
thefe two great towns, ordered the moft difficult
»and dangerous parts of the new line of road to.be
firft made paflable and commodious. The road
hére was of the fame width, and cqually well
made, with the part before defcribed ; but as the
foil confifted of the fame loofe fandy materials,
it muft neceffarily be liable in the winter feafon
to the fame difadvantage I have before ftated,
from the defcending torrents of rain.

We had here for the firft time an opportunity
of feeing the peafantry of the country in a la-
‘bouring capacity, and we could not help remark-
ing, that their inattivity in the performance of
their work could only be equalled by the humble
54 means
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means they poffefled for carrying it into exe-
cution. There were about fifty men at work
with common pick-axes and fhovels; and to
fupply the place of wheel-barrows for the re-
moval of the earth from the higher to the lower
fide of the road, the hide of an ox was {pread
on the ground, and when as much earth was
thrown upon it as would require the ftrength
of two men to remove, the corners of the hide
were drawn together by each of ;hcfn, and in
that ftate dragged to the deprefled fide of the
road, and emptied where requifite, to preferve
a gentle flope in the breadth ; or elfe difcharged
over the brink, and fent downﬁ the fide of the
hill. The rocky parts, whiclf were frequcnt]y
met with, were blown up with gunpowder; and
the iragrnents which 1omet1rnes were very large,
inftead of being bcaten 1nto ﬁnall p1cccs for the
parpoic of makmg a more folid foundation for
the ‘paffing of carriages, were all moved to the
lower fide of the read, and, hkc the carth, thrown
frorp thence down the hall. By this mJudlcwus
pmfome the earth from the highier fide. Wh1ch in
moft places rm_ght have beqn contrived to have
maide a parapet along the brink, was not only
carried down by thefe méﬁ'y fabricks of rock, but
in many places the ground was torn up by them
in their paffage down; and as it appeared to us
that the brick was to be left in this open ragged
ftate,
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ftate, the defcending rains muft foon caufe gul~
lies that will injure the road, and do it confider-
able damage. The fuperintendents, however,
feemed to have been awarc that the torrents of
water, defcending from the upper fide of the hill
above where the line of road paffes, might have
the effed in rainy weather of wathing away the
loofe materials of which the road is compofed ;
for a channel was cut along the fide of the road
neareft the mountain to receive {fuch water, and
to carry it down its inclined plane; but it ap-
peared to us to be too {fmall, and too much like
a gutter to anfwer the purpofe for which it was
intended. The lower {ide, or brink, had neithee
bank of earth, nor rail of wood, as a fenze; nor
did we underftand that any fort of prote&ion
was defigned to be made, the want of which
gave it a very unfinithed naked appearance, and
m fome places, where the lower fide paffed over
a ﬁeep part of the hill, or over perpendicular pre-
<:1p1ccs formed by the rock, it appeared to be
dangerous in a high degree; for in the night, of
ln the event of a horfe taking fright, or falling
near ‘this outer unprotected fide, there can be.
little chance of the animal or its rider efcaping
unhurt.  Indeed it did not appear to us to be
prudent to venture too ncar to this fide in the
day time, as the road had already crumbled down

the
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the hill, and had fallen into deep Loles in many
places.

The labourers, I was informed, received their.
provifions, and a rial and an half per day, which
according to the rate at which we received the
dollar, (viz.) at threc fhillings and nine-pence
cach, makes the amount of their daily wages
about feven-pence fterling, and the value of their
food cannot excced a groat. Thefe circumftances
made it appear to us very extraordinary, that in
a country where the expence of labour did not
exceed cleven pence per day, more perfons were
not employed in agriculture, and other rural im-
provements ; efpecially as the foil and climate
feemed to be well adapted for cultivation, and
the fituation of the country infured a ready mar-
ket for every kind of produce; of which, there
could be no doubt, an abundance would eafily
be procured, to reward the labours of ‘induftry.
By the introduction of a greater proportion of
the common neceflaries of life, and by the ob-
taining a few of its comforts, it is reafonable ta
fuppofc that a general pirit for exertion would be
ditfufed amongit the lower orders of the people,
who might be taught, by cnecouragement, to
prefer a life of diligence and aflivity to that fu-
pmenefs which at prefent difgraces the larger
part of the community, The fubmiffite obedi-

cnee,
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ence that is here paid to every regulation or re-
ftraint impofed by the priefts, gave us reafon to
believe that it might be within their power to
infift that each individual thould employ himfelf,
or be employed by others, a certain number of
hours each day, either in his own garden, or 1n
the general hufbandry of the country ; for which
eertain rewards, proportionate to the exertion,
fhould be affigned as an incentive to a life of
i’nduﬁry. This would foon produce an inclina-
tion for employment, which would not only pro-
mote the general happinefs of the people, but
would be the means of fecuring to every one, in
proportion to his diligence, the comforts that
would certainly arife from this change in the
prefent ceconomy of their lives. Inftcad of the
umverfal apathy to work that feemed to per-
vade the whole of the labouring clafs, who were
dragged to their employment, without any felf-
‘unpulfe, like an ox to the yoke, their daily la-
bour would be undertaken with alacrity ; and,
in looking forward to the advantages that would
refult from their cxertion, they might foon be
flimulated to prefer the habits of induftry to
thofe of fupinenef: and indolence.

On reaching the top of this range of hills, we
could plainly difcern the neat looking village of.
Cafa Blanco, which added greatly to the appear-
ance of the country we had left behind. The

road
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road forward to St. Jago defcends on the north
eaft fide of thefe hills, but it had not fo many
angles or returns in it as that by which we had
afcended on the other fide, becaufe the interme-
diate valley, between this range of hills and the
mountains before us which we had yet to pafs,
was confiderably more clevated from the level of
the fea, than the plain on which Cafa Blanco 1s
fituated.

After breakfaft, we proceeded on our journey
along a very narrow path, which, without a
guide, might have been eafily miftaken, as there
were many fimilar to it, in various directions,
through a foreft of fmall trees, that continued
for about four miles. About four in the after-
noon we ftopped at a mud hovel, at the diftance
of nearly five miles from the mountain of Praow.
The country we had pafled through poflefled
httle to entcrtam, and lefs to intcreft, the tra-
veller ; its general charadter was fimilar to that
over which we had pafled before, excepting that
it was more wooded, without any objeés to vary
the {cene ; and being much fatigued with our
new mode of conveyance, and the heat of the
weather, the advice of the dragoons to make this
fpot our refting place for the night, was willingly
acceded to by all parties.  Some lamb and poul-
try were foon procurcd for dinner, which was
dreffed by our ccok; and both proved to be very

goad.
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good. Our table was fpread under the thade of
{fome vines clofe to the hovel, where we were
attended by a few peafants brought thither by
curiofity, who conduéted themfelves very re-
fpectfully. We retired very early to our blan-
kets, which, as before, were fpread in the hovel
on ‘the bare ground.

By the recommendation of our guides, we
were on horfeback at three the next morning,
that we might avoid the intenfe heat to which,
they ftated, we fhould be expofed in afcending
the lofty fummits of Praow ; we accomplithed
this before {fun-rife by the new road, which made
thirty-two pafles or returns on its fide, cut out in
a manner {imilar to the other parts of it over
which we had already travelled. In afcending
at this early hour, we found the air {o very cool,
that great coats or warmer clothing would have
been very acceptable ; and we all were of opi-
nion, that the confideration which had tempted
our guides to recommend our travelling thus
_early,was more to infure a refting place the next
evening amongft fome of their particular friends,
than to avoid the heat; a meafure on which,
however, much of our comforts might very pof~
fibly depend. ‘

From the top of Prdow the landfcape-was very
interefting. To the caltward ftretched the ex-
tenfive valley in which St. Jago is fituated, and

which



270 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [AprrL;

which was terminated- by the lofty ftupendous
Andes; whofe fummits exhibit perpetual winter:
“In the oppofite direction the view of the country
was not lefs worthy of our attention; a great
number of mud hovels were now difcerned, that
had before efcaped our notice as we had travelled
along, and we now underftood that the valley
through which we had juft pafled was confider-
ably more inhabited, efpecially near Praow, than
thofe parts of the country nearer to Valparaifo:
The people are chiclly peafantry, whofe principal
employment 1s to take care of fome oxen and
theep that feed in the vicinity of their feveral huts.

We defcended Praow to the north-eaft, by
fewer paffes than we had afcended on its oppo-
fite fide, as the valley in which St. Jago is built
is much higher than'the other twa acrofs which
we had travelled; the general charadter of the
country being that of an inclined plane rifing to<
wards St. Jago, although its furface 1s broken by
the ridges of mountains before defcribed: The
road ftill continued in an eaftern dire&ion, and
was here as well made and as broad as the turn-
pike roads in England. -On cither fide were fe-
veral {mall orchards, and a few plantations with
fome indifferent pafture land, on which cattle
were feen grazing under the thade of a few fcat-
tered trees; but the general want of cultivation
gave the face of the country a barren and wild

appear-
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appearance, deftitute of any feature that c¢ould
indicate our approaching {o large and populous
acity as that of St. Jago; the only people we
faw were two or three travellers, and a few mu-
leteers.

We ftopped ‘to breakfaft about fifteen miles
from the capital, whofe lofty fpires were now
plainly difcerned, towering above the numerous
houfes which the city appcared to contain. Not-
withftanding our prefcﬁt vicinity to {o large a
town, we found no other place for the accom-
modation of travellers than the mud hovel, where
we were entertained in the fame way as we had
been before; and where, like the others at which
we had ftopped, there was no fign of any im-
provement whatever, either 1n the building, or in
any other refpeé that might add to the com-
fort of life; the fame want of cleanlinefs, and
wretched condition which 1 have before had oc-
cafion to remark, comtinued here to debafe the
chara&@er of the wnhabitants, who, notwithftand-
ing their external appearance of wretchednefs
and mifery, wore neverthelefs a contented look,
and together with a cheerful countenance pof-
fefled 2 difpofition to oblige that was extremely
grateful to our feelings, though thetr exceffive
indolence and inadlivity created in us a mixed
fentiment of pity and reproach. In addition to
the ufual fupplies we had found on our journey,

we
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we here procured fome excellent water melons
of luxuriant growth and in high pérfection, which
“were very refrefhing and acceptable.

Having finithed our breakfaft we again refumed
our journey ; the road was level, broad, and firm,
and we had not travelled far, before on each fide
of it were feen plantations and vineyards, in cach
-of which a neat white houfe was generally fituated
at a little diftance from the road. The appear-
ance of-cultivation and fertility in thefe low
lands, when contrafted with the {ftupendous fum-
mits of the Andes, produced a moft agreeable
effedt, and rendered this part of our journey very
pleafant and entertaining.  After a {mart ride of
ncarly two hours, we arrived at.a houfe about a
mile from the capital, where fatigue, and a jour-
ney of ninety miles, made it neceffary that we
fhould halt; not only for the purpofe of taking
fome reft and refrefhment, but alfo that we might.
equip ourfelves for the vifit of ceremony we were
about to make to the Captain General. From
hence I difpatched one of the dragoohs who had
attended us with a-letter to his Excellency, an-
nouncing our arrival in the vicinity of the capital,
and ftating, that with his permiffion we would
do ourfelves the honor of paying our refpeéts to
him at the palace in the evening; and I gave
further diretions to the dragoon, to procure and
fend from St. Jago, carriages fufficient to convey

thither



1705.] ROUND THE WORLD. 273
thither the whole party. In the mean time our
dinner was provided and ferved, and it was our
intention as foon as that fhould be over to drefy
ourfelves in all our beft apparel, that we might
make as uniform an appearance on. this occafion
as our feveral ftocks of clothing would enable us
to do; for the extreme léngth of the voyage had
deprived moft of the party of the principal parts
of their wardrobe, and we had {carcely a.coat ot
hat that was fit for common ufe, much lefs for
an occafion like this. In the midft of our en-
-deavours to make as {mart -an appedrance as we
could -contrive, the dragoon returned, accompas
nied by ‘an officer from the Captain General,
whom he, fent for the pxirpofe of c,ompliment-
ing us and congratulating us on our arrival,
and of defiring that we would immediately re-
pair to the palace, on horfes which he had fent
for the purpofe of conveying us in a fuitable man-~
ner to the capital.

. Although it was by no means my intention to
have made fo publican entry as thisarrangement
of the Prefident’s would neceffarily expofe us to,
yet it appeared to me that we could not decline it
without giving umbrage, or perhaps offence; we
therefore endeavoured to equip ourfelves in the
beft manner we were able, and in doing {fo we
referved our uniforms, which were extremely rot-
ten and unfit for any fervice on horfeback, for

Vor. VI, T the
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the purpofc of appearing in on our vifit of cere-
mony to his Excellency.  The frefh horfes which
had been fent from St. Jago, we had imagined to
be like thofe which had brought us from Valpa-
raifo, but, to our great aftonifhment, thofe which
had now arrived from the Prefident under the
care and dire&ions of another officer, feemed to
be very high-bred animals; and were all richly
caparifoned with fine faddles and bridles, and
faddle cloths richly decorated, and fringed with
gold and filver lace, according very ill with the
drefs in which we were under the neceffity of
appearing. All my former objections to a public
entry were now greatly increafed, and I became
very defirous that we might be permitted to vifit
5t. Jago in a more private manner; but on re-
prefenting this to the officers, inftead of acceding
to the withes of myfelf and party, whips and
{purs were inftantly produced, that nothing might
be wanting to complete our appearance on horfe+
back in every particular, The ufe of the fpurs
however was generally declined by us all, left
fome embarrafiment or mifchance fhould take
place from their being unintentionally applied,
whillt our thoughts were engaged by the new
objects that were likely to attra® our attention
as we pafled through the ftreets of the city,
Trivial as this circumftance may appear, yet to
the officer whe had charge of this efcort it was

a- rlatter
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a matter of the firft importance. He not only
ufed all his eloquence to perfuadeus to wear the
fpurs, but even expoftulated with us on the im-
propricty of appearing without them, and the un-
reafonablenc(s of our declining {o effential a part
of drefs; all his intreaties were not, however,
fufficient to overcome our objections, and to his
great mortification we mounted without them,
and proceeded towards the capital, with a true
military ftep, attended by the two officers, and
our former guides the dragoons.

The inconvenience we experienced on firft fet.
ting out, from being equipped in this very extra-
ordinary -manner, was grcatly increafed by the
crowds of people who had affembled to fee our
cavalcade 'pafs along, in which they were fully
gratified by the flownefs of our pace, until we
arrived at the palace; where, on our alighting,
we were reccived by a guard which was turned
out onsthe occafion, and were conduéted in form
to'the audience chamber.. Here we were received
by his Excellency Don Ambrofio. Higgins de
Vallenar, with that fort-of unaffected welcome

-in which neither ceremony nor flattery appeared,
and which amply repaid us for all the little fuf~
ferings we had endured inthe courfe of our jour-
ney. This polite and cordial reception we had
indeed anticipated from the reports we had re-
ceived, before our departure from Valparaifo, and:

T 2 afterwards
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afterwards on the road to St. Jago. His Ex-
cellency’s charaéter, not only in refpe& of his
great attention and urbanity to ftrangers, but of
his parental care and conftant folicitude for the
greneral happinefs and comfort of all the people
who lived under his government, were the con-
ftant topics of our converfation ; and it 1s not to
be wondered at” if, on this occafion, we became
inftantly imprefled with the juftice which report
had done to his virtues, by his congratulations
and hearty welcome to the capital of Chili, which
were delivered by him in our own language ‘Wwith
a fluency that greatly excited our aftonifhment,
when we were informed by;his Excellency, that
he had now been refident in New Spaln twenty-
tour years, during which‘f;im_c very few opportu-
nities had occurred to him for fpeaking Englith.
We now learned from: Don Ambrofio, hiimfelf
that ke was a native of lreland, from whence he
had been abfent upwards of forty years, that at
an carly period of his life e had entered into the
Englith arniy ; but not obtaining in that {ervice
the promotion he had expected, he had embraced
more advantageous offers on the contiment. His
firft commiflion in the ferv‘icc «of. his Catholic.
Majefty - was in the corps.of engineers, from
whence he exchanged into the’ dragoons, and
was foon raifed to the rank of lieutenant-colonel;
in this fituation he ferved for fome time in Old

Spain,
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Spain, and afterwards in this country, until he
obtained the diftinguithed poft of military com-
mander on the frontiers of Chili, and governor
of Conception. In this fervice he was employed
twelve years, and had the good fortune, by the
conftant exercife of his humanity, and an uniform
attention to the comforts of the native inhabi-
tants of the country, fo to fubdue the natural
fiercenefs of their difpofitions, as to induce them
to fubmit to the government of Spain. For this
effential fervice he was promoted about the year
1783 to the exalted {tation he now fills; fince
which time he has been honoured with repeated
marks of approbation and diftin&ion by his Ca-
tholic. Majefty, who has been pleafed to confer
upon him the orders of Charles the Third, and
St. James, with the rank of licutenant-general
1n the Spanifh army.

A room of confiderable dimenfions was allotted
to me in the palace, and a large apartment ad-
joining to it was appropriated to the ufe of Mr.
Puget and the reft of the officers, in which were
a fufficient number of {fmall beds for the party,
covered with thin gauze, as a protection againft
the mufquitos. The two dragoons who had at-
tended us from Valparaifo were now appointed
to.be ufeful to us in the capacity of fervants; and
every other matter was attended to, ordered, and
fettled, that evening, ;which could in any way

T 3 contribute
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contribute to render our ftay at St. Jago, and our
refidence in the palace, as pleafant as pofiible..
Nor did the politenefs of the Prefident end here,
for, previoufly to the fupper being announced,.
he introduced to our acquaintance Don Ramon
de Rofas, the corrigidor, and Don Francrs Caf-
fada, a captain of dragoons, who received the
Prefident’s dire@ions to ufe his utmoft endeavours
in fhewing us every thing in St. Jago worthy the
attention of ftrangers, and to make us known to
the principal families refiding in the city.

The fupper, confifting of a great variety of
hot dithes, was ferved up on filver, at which no
pci’fbn was prefent but Don Ambrofio the Pre-
fident, Don Ramon de Rofas and ourfelves; all forg
of ceremony was now laid afide, and agreeably to
the repeated intreaties of his Excellency, we con-
fidered and felt ourfelves as much at home as if
we had been partaking a repaft in England with
our moft intimate acquaintances. The firft part
of our converfation was chiefly engroffed by in-
quiries refpe&ing our late difcoveries on the north-
weft coaft of America. - In this [ was very bappy
to learn, that no part of our condudt; or trani-
altions with any of the fubje@s of his Catholic
Majefty, appeared to have given the leaft caufe
for jealoufy, or complaint againft our little com-
munity ; and I was alfo much gratified by the
very handfome compliments that wese paid to

' myfelf
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myfelf and officers, on the fuccefsful labours of
our voyage. After the curiofity of the Prefident,
and Don Ramon was fomewhat fatisfied on this:
fubje@, the former, with great indignation, re-
counted a circumftance which I cannot forbear-
to mention, although, being a matter only of con-
verfation, it may poffibly appear too extrancous.
At the time when” his Excellency was the go-
vernor at Conception, and during the late Ame-
rican, French, and Spanifh war with England, an
enterprize was meditated and planned by the
Court of Great Britain againft that place, which
was then the feat of government in the kingdom
of Chili. When Sir Edward Hughes failed with
his fleet from England to the Eaft Indies, it was
generally believed that he was to have a&ted only
in defence of our eftablithments in that quarter,
but before that admiral had reached the firft place
of his deftination in the Eaft Indies, the Prefident
ftated to us, that he was in pofleflion of a copy
of Sir Edward Hughes’s orders, which had been
tranfmitted to him at Conception from Old
Spain, by which documents he became informed,
that an attack was purpofed to be made by that
fleet from the Eaft Indies on the Spanith fettle~
ments in Seuth America, and that Conception
as the place againft which the enterprize would
firft be attempted. In confequence of this in+
telligence a general alarm took place throughout
T 4 all
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all the eftablifhments on the coaft; the fortifica-
tions, which had been much negleéted, were re-
paired and firengthened ; the number of troops
attached to each were greatly augmented; and
every preparation was made for the purpofe of
ating vigoroufly on the defenfive; and to this
circumftance alone his Excellency attributed the
abandoning of the defign, that had been concerted
by the Britifh Cabinet.

Soon after fupper was ended, a number of la-
dies made their appearance at the iron grating
that protected the window of the palace, beg-
ging our acceptance of nofegays, and requefting
that we would join the reft of their party, affem-
bled at a little diftance from the palace ; but as
I thought it would be more refpectful to pay our
compliments to his Excellency in the audience-
room, which formality “was fixed for the fuc-
ceeding morning, before we thould vifit any dne
elfe in the city, we declined their obliging invi-
tation for the prefent, with a promife of acknow-
ledging their civility the following day.

We did not retire until an carly hour, when
we found our beds tolerably good, but we could
not help being much difgufted at the infufferable
uncleanlinefs of our apartments; the floars of
which, but more particularly that appointed for
the refidence of the officers, were covered with
filth and dirt,  Application wes inftantly made

to
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to the dragoons, to procure us fome brufhes or
brooms in order to {fweep it out, but, to our
great mortfﬁcatiorl, th_ey told us that fuch things
were not in common ufe at St. Jago; fo that the
only alleviation we could obtain was that of wa-
ter to fprinkle the duft, which was fo thick in
the officers’ apartment, that it would rather have

required a fhovel than a brufh for its removal.
Every Sunday morning the Prefident has a
levee, which is ufually attended by the military
people, and the principal inhabitants of the city
and furrounding country, For the purpofe of
being formally introduced at this levee, we made
ourfclves as fmart as the exhaufied ftate of our
refpe&tive wardrobes would allow, and then re-
paired to the audience-chamber; this room,
which is fpacious, was neatly, but not extrava-
gantly, furnithed ; the anti-chamber was large in
proportion, and the entrance to each was from
the ground, through large folding doors. In the
anti-chamber were the portraits of the feveral
prefidents of Chili, from the firlt eftablithment of
the Spanith authority in this part of the country,
to the prefent governor, whofe portrait was one
of the number. The infide walls of thefe rooms
were covered with glazed tiles, r¢fembling thofe
from Holland, for about eight or ten fect from
the floor, which had a good effect, and was a
great relief fo the dead white plafter of the re-
maining
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maining part up to the ceiling. At the upper
end of the audience-room was a fmall ftage, raifed
a few feet from the floor, upon which was placed
the chair of ftate, ornamented with a canopy of
red damaitk, and decorated with the portraits of
their Catholic Majefties, which were placed on
cach fide of the Prefident’s chair. The levee
was attended by about one hundred ard twenty
perfons, the greater part of whom appeared in
the regimentals of the eftablifhed militia of the
country; and, in fuch a well drefled company,
our thread-bare uniforms fuffered much by eom-
parifon. I had, however, taken the precaution
to apologize to his Excellency for the reduced
ftate of our apparel, and he did not fail, on in-
troducing us to his friends, to enumerate the
hardfhips we had undergone, to ftate the length
of time we had been abfent from the civilized
world, and to conclude, on every oecafion, with
fome panegyric on the laborious wndertaking in
which we had been fo long engaged. This very
polite and friendly attention foon relieved us
from any embarraffment which, at firft, it was
natural we fhould fecl in being thus unexpect
edly thrown into a circle of gentlemen, who
made a very fplendid appearance, and who feemed
to have great pride in conforming to the fafhion
of the day, and the etiquette of court parade.
From al} the gentlemen, to whom we were made

known,
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known, we received the moft flattering congra-
tulations on owur -arrival at St. J ago, accompanied
by very friendly invitations to their houfes ; and
every one appeared to be anxious to make our
time pafs as pleafantly as the circumftances of
the place would permit. The fpecimen we had
already received from our very hofpitable friends
at Valparaifo, left us no rocm to doubt the fin-
cerity of thefe firangers, whofe kind folicitude
to gratify our inclinations on every trivial occa-
fion, was infinitely greater than could reafonably
have been expected. After we had feverally
paid our compliments to the Prefident, the levee
broke up,’an‘d we followed the reft of the party,
accompanied by Don Ramon and Captain Caf-
fada, to the levee of the Bifthop of Chili,- which
always commences on the conclufion of the Pre-
fident’s. Here we were again received with the
fame politenefs and affability which had marked
our reception at Don Ambrofio’s. The Bithop
is addrefled by the title of Ilufirifima, and the
palace in which he conftantly refides, in point of
magnificence and thow, exceeded, in a great de-
gree, every houfe in St. Jago, not excepting the
Prefident’s, to.whom- the Bifhop 1s the next per-
fon in rank and-confecaence. . The rooms here
were not fo large as thofe of the royal palace,
but they were fufficiently capacious and well
proportioned ;. the walls were hung with yellow
filk
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filk; feftooned at the top, the furniture was ra-
ther gaudy than elegant, yet every objeét befpoke
the richnefs and exalted ftation of the illuftrious
owner. The Bifhop was drefled in a loofe cle-
rical garment of purple {ilk, buttoned clofe, with
a fort of apron that extended round his waift,
and reached below his knees. This part of his
drefs, I was given to underftand, is commonly

worn in Spain by the dignitaries of the church.
The fame perfons who had attended the levee
of his Excellency, repaired with us to the pa-
lace of the Bifhop; but their deportment here,
in point of refpe&, far exceeded that which had
been fhewn to the Prefident. Many priefts at-
tended the levee, one of whom always conducted
to the Bifhop the perfon who was to be intro-
duced, who when fufficiently near, bent one
knee, and received in that fubmiffive attitude
the benedi@ion of the church. Oana this occa-
fion, the Bifthop with one hand made the figure
of a crofs over the head of the perfon iintro-
duced, whilft he prefented a ring which he wore
on a finger of the other, to receive an additional
homage, paid by touching it with the lips, as in
the act of kiffing. This ceremony was not re-
ftricted to a few, for we ¢;d not perceive any one,
in the group that did not go through it; and,
as | had made it a conftant rule to conform, on
all occafions, to the innocent manners and -cuf-
toms
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tomis of whatever Country we might chance to
vifit, T thould not have hefitated to perform the
like’ ceremony on ‘our introdu@ion, had the
ftighteft hint béen givén, either by Don Ramon
.or Captain €affada, that it would be expe&c'd
from us; but,: as their filenee left us Corr'xplctél'y
to our own feelings, we ‘each of us fimply made
our bow, which appcared to be as well accepted,
andto receive ‘asigi‘acious a benedi&ion, as if we
had adopted the other cuﬂomary fo‘r*na‘l"xtyi“\ dor
¢ The Bithop made many ver] pcrtmcnt inqui-
ries refpedive the countrics-we had vifited, and
{eemied to hawe great pleafure in the little infor-
mation we were able toafford him 5 for at this
time, we had not an interpreter with us, who fo
perfectly complehendcd what we defcribed in
Englifh*as to make a faithful tranflation of it to
the Prelate ; -and I do not tecolleét that I ever felt
more real regret, than on this occafion, that I did
not {ufficiently underftand. the Spanith language
to-hold a contverfation with this apparently intel-
ligent gentieman, who was pleafed to embrace
every, opportunity’ of beftowing fome encomium
on our late réfearches, and to offer his congratula-:
tions on our having o happily concluded them.
-V From the Bithop’s palace we were conduéted,
by our friends, to the houfes of the judges and
great officers.of’ fiate, in-all of which we expe-
rienced the fame cordiality and friendlinefs, and
received



286 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [Arric,
reccived the fame preffing intreaties to vifit their
familics as had uniformly been offered by every
perfon with whom we had become acquainted
{ince our firfl arrival in this hofpitable country.
Abont two o'clock we returned to the palace,
where we found the Prefident waiting our arrival
for dinner, which was ferved up on a plain deal
il conftruéed table, by no means correfponding
with the magnificence of the dinner fervice,
which was entirely compofed of filver. The
company confifted of the Prefident, Don Ramon
de Rofas, Captain Caffada, and ourfelvés ; and
the converfation turned chiefly on the late la-
bours of our furvey, and the difcoveries we had
made on the coaft of North-Weft America, which
were repeatedly honoured with the moft flatter-
ing commendations from the Captain Gencra’.l',
who appeared to be extremely interefted in the
events which we related. .

After drinking coffee, which is always brought
in as foon as the cloth is removed, every one res
tired to his private apartment, a cuftom which
fo generally prevails.in this" kimgdom, that, be-
tween the hours of three in the afterncon and
fix in the evening, no perfon is feen in the
ftreets, the fhops are thut up, and the fame ftill-
nefs prevails as if it were actually night. Accuf
tomed as we had hitherto been to a life of con-
{tant anxiety, and to be fatisfied with little reft,

we
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we were at firlt greatly at a lofs to difcover how
we thould employ the hours which were thus
dedicated to fleep by the fociety in which we
were now living 3 but the cxeiife of the morn-
ing, the heat of the weather, the. want of occu-
pation, and the natural inclination to flecp after
a hearty meal, foon reconciled us to the pracice
of the country; and we all indulged in a fiefia, (or
afternoon’s nap) and enjoyed it I believe full as
much as the moft voluptuous Spaniard in the
capital. ’

Accompanied by our new friends, we wére in-
troduced in the evening to the family of Senr
Cotappas, a Spanifh merchant of confiderable
eminence. A defcription of this gentleman's
manfion will ferve to convey an 1dea of the man-
ner in which all the houfes in the city of St.
Jago are built. This, like moft of the principal
habitations, formed a quadrangle, ‘inclofing an
open area, or court-yard, of about thirty yards
{quare, one fide of which is a dead wall that runs
parallel to the ftreet; and, as none of the houfcs
are more than one ftory in height, this wall to-
tally obfcures every appearance of the buildings
within. The entrance into the fore-court from
the ftreet, was through a gateway 1n this wall,
to which the houfe fronted, occupying the oppo-
fite fide, whilft the wings, or two remaining fides

of
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of the fquare to the right and left, were, as. is
moft commonly the cafe, divided into offices for
fervants, and fleeping apartments. Sen® Cotap-
pas’s houfe confifted of an anti-chamber, a large
kind of dining-parlour, and bed-chamber.; All
the rooms were very fpacious, the principal one
meafured about fixty fect in length, twenty-five
fect in breadth, and I thould think the height of
it was about ¢qual to the breadth. This room
was fuperbly, or rather finely} furnifhed ;rfrom
the ceiling were fufpended two glafs luftres, or
chandeliers ; and on the walls were fome paint-
ings, the fubjedts of which were taken from the
facred writings ; at each end of the room were
large folding doors. The company we here met
avere divided into two parties; the ladies were
icated on cufhions on one {ide of the room, and-
the gentlemen were fitting oppofite to them on
chairs, amongft whom we were inftantly fur-
nifhed with feats. The entertainments of the
evening confifted in a concert and ball, in both
of which the ladies had the principal fhare, and
fcemed to take great pleafure in excelling in both
the accomplithments of mufic and dancing. The
whole of the concert was performed by the la-
dies; one led the band on the piano-forte, whilft
-the others filled up the accompaniments on vio-
lins, flutes, and the harp ; the whole was ex-

tremely
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tremely: well conduéted, and afforded us a mu-.
fical treat, to which we had been long intire
ftrangers.

We fhould have been extremely happy to
have aviled ourfelyes.of the prefling intreaties of
Sen* Cotappas to joih with the ladies in dancing,
but as their country dances appéared to be very
fdifﬁcult, and as no one amongft us could recol-
le& the figutes of amy of thofe we had been ac-
cuftomed to in England, we were under the
mortification of acknowledging our ignorance,.
and declining the intended civility of the mafter
of the houfe. From this difappointment in the
pleafures of the ¢vering we were, hewever, in
fome meafure relieved, by fome of the ladies,
who had retired from the dance, fending us a
meffage, requefting we would join théir party on
the cufhions; with this we inftantly: complied,
and confidered ourfelves greatly indebted for this
mark of condefcenfion, as it was departing from
the eftablifhed rules of their {ociety on {fuch oc-
cafions. The generality of the ladies in St. Jago
are not wanting in perfonal charms, and moft of
thofe we had the plﬁafurc of meeting this even-
ing might rather be confidered handfome than
otherways; they are, in general, brunettes, with
expteflive black eyes, and regular features; but a
want of that neatnefs, which is fo much valued
amongft Engliftmen, and fo much the pride of

Vom VL U my
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my fair countrywomen, was confpicuous in many
particulars, efpecially in the total neglet-of their
teeth, which are fuffered to become intolerably
dirty.; This inattention was not only in a very
high degree offenfive, but.it appeared to us in-
compatible with the pains that feemed to have
been taken in the decaration of their perfons;
for, at this aflembly, ‘they were all fuperbly
drefled, agreeably to the.fathion of the country.
The moft fingular part of their drefs was a fort
of bell-hooped petticoat, that reached from the
waift to juft below the knces, though fome of
them did not wear them quite fo low; imme-
diately beneath this external part of their drefs
appecared the under linen garment, the bottom
of which, as well as the taflels of their garters,
was fringed with gold lace..

The general deportment of the ladies was
lively and unreferved ; and they very obligingly
loft no opportunity of relieving us from every.
little embarrafiment, to which the difadvantages
we laboured under, in not underftanding their
language, 'frequently expofed us; and I vernly
believe that there were few occafions, during the
whole of our voyage, in which our want of .
knowledge of the Spanith language was .more
fincerely regretted ; as it deprived us of the plea-
fure of enjoying the livelyj fallies of wit which we
had reafon to believe occurred verg often in the

fcmale
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female circles, by the laughter and applaufe that
‘their converfation {o frequently occafioned. This
was certainly an evidence of their natural inge-
nuity, though- it did not amount to a’ proof of
their minds having been duly cultivated; and it
is not without concern that I ftate, lfrom,the tef-
timony of their own countrymen, that the edu-
cation of the female part of the fociety in St.
Jago is fo fcandaloufly negleéted, as to confine
the knowledge of reading and writing to a few
of the ladies only. -Some of them had the good-
niefs to: give ug their names in. writing, that we
might;the more éa-ﬁiy difcover and learn the true
pronunciation of them ;- thefe were always writ-
ten in lafgc letters; but I do not mean from this
circumftance, or from out having received but
few of their names, to infer, that the education of
the fex is as much confined as was reprefented to
us; yet the circumftance of their being totally un-
acquainted with any other langnage than the dia-
leé of the Spanith fpoken at St. Jago,evinced that
their education had been very little attended to.
“Excepting the inftances which are unhappily
to be found amongft the fex in England, the fe-
male. part of the fociety poflefs:a characteriffic
delicacy of fentiment and expreflion ; but here
fuch a degree of levity. is obfervable in the con-
du@ of the ladies, not only in their converfation,
but in 'danc,.ing and on other occafions, as to give
Uz a ftranger
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a ftranger, and particularly an Englithman, no
rcafon to entertain a very exalted opinion of
their virtue, but rather to imptefs him with no-
tions prejudictal to the female.chara&er, I muft,
however, in juftice to all thofe ladies with whom
I had the honour of being acquainted, and they
were very many, beg leave to ftate, that I difco-
vered nothing that could impeach the fidelity of
the married women, nor attaint the chara&er of
the fingle ladies; notwithftanding that the man-
ners and cuftoms-of the country in which they
live fan&ion a freedom of “fpeeth, and a fami-
liarity of behavieur, that tended, in outr-opinion,
to abridge the fex of a portion of that refpect from
the men, of which, as Eﬁglifhmen, we dit hot like
to fee them deprived. To them we were indebted
for the moft civil and obliging attention that can
be imagined during out refidence in the capital;
their doors were always open to receive us; their
houfes were in a manner out homes: their en-
tertainments were formed for the {ole purpofe of
affording us dmufemeént ; and no endeavour was
omitted that eould, in any way, contribute tothe
pleafure we received in-mixing with their fociety.
Nor were we lefs indebted to all thofe gentlemen
to whom we became known, who exercifed the
utmoft of their powers to render our ftay at St.
Jago agreeable, by fhewing us every thing wot-
thy of our notice, and by communicating every in-

formation



1705,] ROUND THE WORLD, 203

formation that was either ufeful or entertaining.
We were under particular obligations to Don
Ramon de Rofas and Captain Caflada, for their
unremitted attention, and goodnefs in introduc-
ing us to all the refpectable families refiding in
St.-Jago.

The time that we remained in the capital of
Chili, pafled nearly in the fame manner as I have
already defcribed, without the occurrence of any
incidents to require a particular relation; for this
reafon I fhail pafs over the feveral pleafant en-
gagements we had in the different families dur-
ing our refidence in this hofpitable place, and
proceed to give fame account of the public
buildings in the city, and to detail fuch other in-
formation as we were enabled to colle&, and
which, probably, may not be unacceptable to my
readers. In doing this, however, [ fhall not pledge
myfelf for the authenticity of the facts, nor the
precifion of the circumftances I am about to re-
late, becaufe 1 was not fufficiently acquainted
with the Spanith language to put the queftions
that 1 withed to have refolved 1n a proper way
myfelf, nor to acquire the information 1 fought
for, in fo corre® a manner as is defirable in in-
quiries of this nature ; in addition to this difad-
vantage, I found it almoft impoflible, on a va-
riety of occafions, to make our interpreters trani-
late our queftions on fubje@ts on which they

Us were
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were not converfant, fo as to obtain, trom thofe
who were able to reply to them, fatisfaltory an-
{wers. ‘

Thecity of St. Jago, including the detached
houfes, or fuburbs, I thould fuppofe, cannct be
lefs than three or four miles in circumference ;
but this is only by eftimation, as I did not con-
verfe with any one who could, or did, anfwer me
this queftion ; but as the ftreets run at right an-
gles to each other, and fome of them are little
thort of a mile in length this computation cannot
be very erroneous.  The city is well fupplied with
water from the river Mapocho, which has its
{fource in the mountains, at fome diftance from
the capital and is made to branch offin fuch a
manner, on 1ts approachmg thc town, as to pafs
through the principal ftreets, This, in a hot cli~
mate, cannot but be fuppofed a very great quury,
and as condacing ettrerncly to the health of the
inhabitants: but the fame want of cleanlinefs
that pervades the infides of the houfes, here ma-
mifefted itfelf in the open air, and inftead of this
ftream becoming the means by which the ﬁrcets'
might have been kept conftantly fweet, it is ren-
dered a moft infufferable nuifance, by the pro-
digious quantity of filth which is emptied into
it from the houfes. As no care was taken that
a fufficiency of water fhould be brought down
to carry the foil and naftinefs away, ‘nor to re-

move
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move it in places where it formed obftrucions
to the current, and produced the moft offenfive
exhalations; and as the ftreets, which are narrow,
are partially paved with fmall ftones in the mid-
dle, and with only a few flag-ftones for foot paf-
fengers on the fides, our walking about the town
was, from thefe circumftances, rendered very un-
pleafant.

The river before mentioned, from whence the
city 1s fupplied with water, overflowed its banks,
in the month of June, 1783, in confequence of
an inundation, and ruthed down towards St. J ago,
with fach impetuous fury, that it demolithed
almoft all the dams that defended the country,
did confiderable damage in the town, and filled
every individual with fear and confternation left
a fecond inundation fhould fucceed; in which
cafe, from the extremely defencelefs ftate in
which thefe torrents had left the city, there was
great reafon to apprehend that not a fingle edifice
would be left ftanding in the capital. The pre-
fent Captain-General gave immediate orders that
plans thould 'be made by the moft able and ex-
perienced engineers and architeéts, for the pur-
pofe of replacing a wall, or dam, that had prin-
cipally defended the city from the river, and
which had been deftroyed, at this time, by the
inundating force of its waters; but, notwith-
{tanding that the defign he had in view was for

U4 the
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the protection of St. Jago and the furrounding
country, and to infure the fafety, interefls, and
comforts of the inhabitants, yet, 2 popular party
was made againft him, as in the inftance of thé‘
new road, which he projected, and is now carry-
ing into execution between this place and Val-
paraifo, and, after experiencing much fatiguc,}
perplexity, and expence, it was not until the
month of January, 1792, that he effeéted his
purpofc {o far, as to begin the excavation for the
new wall, or dam, againft the fide of the river.
This will long remain a monument of his pa-
triotifm and perfeverance, and he has now the
gratification of hearing many of fhofe who had
before oppofed the undertaking, acknow]cdgc}r
this valuable defign to be an effetual proteion
againft any future danger.

The wall is faid to have a foundation fourteen
fect below, and to rife as many feet above, the
furface of the water; it appeared to be a very
ﬁrong work, well executed, and capable of reﬁﬂ:-
ing any force or weight of water that may come
againft it. It not only affords complete fccunty
to the town, but ferves as an agreeable walk for
the recreation of the inhabitants. On the fide
mext to the water a parapet wall is féifcd fuffi-
cxently high to prevent any accident in walking ;
it is about a quarter of a mile in length, and, at
convenient diftances, flights of cafy and commo-

dicus
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dious fairs are judicioufly placed to afcend the
wall, from whence a commanding view is ob-
tained of St. Jago and the adjacent country. The
wholc 18 bgllt with brick and lime-mortar, and,
on the firft ftone being laid, an obelitk, in imi-
tation  of that in St. Peter’s fquare, and many
others in Rome, was erefted, on the pedeftal of
thch is the following infcription, in Spamfh

D. 0. M.
In the reign of Charles the Fourth :
and

During the Government of this Kingdom,

by
Don Ambrofio Higgins

de

Vallenar;

‘Who ordered
‘Thefe dams to be conftructed
in the year
1792,

There were two very fumptuous fabrics erect-
ing in St. Jago, which, when finifhed, as I was
informed by the Prefident, would be unequalled
in New Spain; the one is the Cafla de Moneda,
or the money-houfe, and the other is the cathedral.

At the diftance of about five quadras* to the
fouthward of the principal fquare, is ereting, by

" Tﬁirty-ﬁx quadras make a mile,
order
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order of his Catholic Majefty, the Money-Houfe,
or Mint. Thc fituation is open, healthy, and
well chofen for this extenfive and fpacious build-
ing, which appeared to be conftruéting upon the
plan of the public offices contained within Somer-
fet-Houfe in London, though the ftructure is by
r;‘o means cqual to that edifice, either in fize or
magnificence. It is intended for the refidence of
all the officers and people belonging to the Mint.
The apartments for the former are large and
commodious, and the rooms for the latter are
very coavenient. To thefe are added a fort of
hofpital for the \ﬁck, and a chapel for divine fer-
vice. Large places are to be fitted up for the
reception of the materials and implements ufed
in affaying the precious metals, and feparating
them from the ocre. The walls are built with
large bricks, and the cement, or mortar, is from
lime procured by the calcination of fhells. Part
of the infide was plaftered with a moft delicate
white fubftance, that had the appearance of being
very durable.  Moft of the iron-work ufed in the
building, and fuch as is neceffary for the imple-
ments, &c. ufed in the bufinefs of coining, is im-
ported from Old Spain. Patterns for the bal-
conies, balufters, and rails, have been tranfmitted
from St. Jago to Bifcay, which have been fent
back in iron, moft perfetly and fatisfactorily
exccuted.  All the wood made ufe of in this fa-

bric
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bric is oak, excepting for the doors and windows,
which are made of cyprefs. The principal front
1s to the north, and is about one hundred and
fifty yards in length. Befides the door, or grand
entrance, which is adorned with eight columns,
there gre eighteen inferior windows, and eighteen
fuperior balconies. The two other fronts look
to the eaft and to the weft, and are each of them
one hundred and feventy-eight yards in length;
thefe are decorated in the fame manner as the
principal front, with pillars and balconies, be-
tween which are various efcutcheons, with de-
vices alluding to the purpofe for which the build-
ing is ere@ted. The court-yard is forty-five yards
fquare, the whole adorned with columns, archi-
trave, frize and cornice, which extend round the
court at fome little diftance from the building:
The principal entrance leads into a fpacious
faloon ; on the right are the apartments deftined
for the fuperintendent, and on the left are to
be thofe of the auditor; befide thefe, in the other
two fronts, are the public offices, the hall for
drawing bills, the office for weighing gold and’
filver, the treafury, anditory, chapel, hofpital,
&c. &c. After paffing through the court-yard
towards the fmelting-offices, we entered a paf-
fage, fourteen yards wide, which led round all
the workfhops and offices of labour: the whole
of the cdifice is of the Doric order, and the
. - diftribution
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diftribution of the offices and apartments ap-
peared to have been well confidered and judi-
cioufly,appropriated. 'The communications were
likewife commodious, and well concerted to fa-
cilitate the bufinefs between one office and ano-
ther, and the whole together was a ftrulure
well deferving our attention.

The architeét is profeffor Don Joa. Joefca,
difciple of the licutenant-general Don Francifco
Savatini, firft archite to his Catholic Majetty.
Don Joefca undertook to finifh ,and complete
this building for feven hundred thoufand dollars,
and the Captain-General. impreffed with a juft
idea of the ufe and importance of fuch an eftab-
lifhment, was induced to give his confent to the
undertaking, as the calculation of the expence
bore, in his eftimation. no proportion to the ad-
vantages it would afterwards infure, or the con-
venience it would afford. The archite&®, how-
ever, feems to have been greatly miftaken in the
moncy which he ftated the building would coft,
as the Prefident affured me, he was clearly of
opinion, that it would require 2 million and an
half of dollars to be expended on the edifice be-
fore it could be completely finifhed.

There is a fmall hill, about twelve quadras
diftant from the principal fquare, in the grounds
belonging to the religious of the. Dominican
order, which is called St. Domingo. This hill

o contains
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contains 4 quarry of freeftone, of a whitith colour;
foft, and eafily worked by the chiffel. The vi-
cinity of this hill to the city, and the facility with
which ‘the ftones were to be procured from the
qu%ir‘r’jf,’ induced the BithopDon Juan iGonzales
de Melgai'égb to. begin the laborious undertaking
of buil"di-‘ng a cathedral ; for which purpofe he
gave forty-three thoufand dolars towards its erecs
tien, and laid the firft ione of the edifice on the
firft day of July, 1748. At this time there was
not ‘an artift in the kingdom.of Chili to whofe
ability a work of this. defeription could be en-
‘trufted, for which reafon no particular plan was
adhered to, and’ the architecture feems to be a
medley of whatever occurred to the perfons who
fuperintended its conftru&ion. The. principal
front is to the eaft; that fide which communi-~
cates with the cpifcopal palace is to the fouth,
and the north front runs parallel to the ftreet.
The length of the building is about one hundred
and twenty yards, its breadth is not lefs than
thirty-five, and the height of the middle aifle is
eighteen yards.

It was not until after thirty years were expired,
that application was made to Madrid for a fkilful
profeffional perfon to fuperintend the completion
of this edificc. In the year 1775, Don Joefca,
the archite® employed in building the meney-
houfe, was appointed to this office, and, fortu-

nately,
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nately, dt this time, the principal front was not
begun. "The plans he drew were fubmitted to
the then prelate, Don Manucl de Alday; and, on
the firft day of March, in the year 1789, this
artift took upon himfelf the eharge of the build-
ing, which, at this time, wanted only five atches
to reach the line of the principal front; the ele-
vation of which; I wds given to underftand, is-a
clofe imitation .of St: John de Lateran; and ac--
cording to the defigns of the famous Barrominf.
There arc three doors in this fide, _embellithed
with columns of the Ionic order; within is &
handfome ftaircafe, that leads to light arid elegant
towers, which add greatly to the beautiful ap-
pearance of this front. The eathedral contains
ten altars, and, though they appeared to have
been conftruéted without regard to any rule of
proportion, yet they are well worthy of attention.
The columns and pilafters of each are an excel-
lent imitation of jafper; thefe are green, thé
pedeftals are red, the cornices yellow, the bafes
and capitals are gilt, and the whole together pro-
duces a very good effeét. The colour of the
ftone, with which this edifice is built, refembles
that of the Portland flone of England; but
whether it is of the fame durability, or not, time
only will determine. The workmanthip of the
mafon appeared to us to be 1ll executed, as few

of the edges of the flones were fo neatly wrought
as
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as to fit with exadtnefs. Spires and other church
ornaments; we were gfven to underftand, were
intended to be eredted, but the time when the
building would be finithed- was not afcertained ;
the priefts, however, faid mafs in one part of it,
which wasfufficiently completed for that purpofe.

A very large church isalfo conftruting, under
the diretion of the fame architeét; this ftr