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C HAP. V. 

Run from Ea/ler Ifland to the Marquifas-Stay 
in Madre-de-Dios harbour on Waitahoo-CoU1j~ 
from thence through the Low IJlands to Ta
heitee. 

THE breeze with which we (ailed from '774. 
Eafter Ifland was [0 gentle, that we were ftill MARCH 

in fight of it the next day at noon, at the dif- :r-v-
tance of fifteen leagues. The weather was ra- hUrf J 7 
ther fultry, and captain Cook relapfed into his 
former bilious diforder, by having exerted him-
[elf too much on fuore, during the violent heat 
of noon. All thofe who had been on the long 
excurfion acrofs the ifland, had their faces bJif-
tered by the fun, and extremely painful in pro-
portion as the fkin peeled off. The iliort flay 
near the land, and the ufe of a few vegetables 
from thence, had greatly reflored to their health 
thofe who were afflicted with the fcurvy before; 
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A VOYAGE 

I7H and feveral, though exceilively weak, felt no. in
MARCIL convenience at prefent. It IS true, the lIttle 
'~fupply at Eafta Wand ferved only as a whet to. 

our appetite, and ma:ie us all extremely eager 
in our willies of reachIng the Marquefas of Men
docra whither we now dire~ed our courfe. Ve
ry f;rtunately for us the wind fre[t'1ened. t~e ne.xt 
day, and continued fo for fome tIme, glvmg bfe 
to our hopes, and infpiring more chearfulnefs 
thai1 we had known for fome months paft. 

In a few days, however, we were much alarm
ed to find feveral people uckening again, and 
particularly complaining of conllipations and 
bilious diforders, which are deadly in hot cli
mates. Among thefe was our excellent furgeon 
himfelf, whofe illnefs gave us more pain than 
almoft any thing elfe. The moft unlucky cir
cumftance was, that the patients could not eat 
the potatoes which we had brought from the 
fuore, becaufe they were too flatulent for their 
weakened !tomachs. 

Thurf.24. A calm which happened on the 24th; our la
titude being abollt 17 0 fauth, was very difa
greeable to the uck, and brought fame of them 
very 10:". Captain Cook himfelf was obliged to 
keep hls bed again, being afflicted with fame 
alarming (ymptoms. However the wind re
turned in the afternoon, and frefheninO" conu
derably in a day or two, cooled the air v;ry plea-
[antly. This weather was very iillutary to all 
the bilious patients; fo that they appeared on 
deck, and walked, or rather crawled about 
though exceedingly emaciated. ' 

My fathe.r or~ered h~s Tah.eitian dog, the 
only one whICh !tIll remamed alIve after our de
parture fro~ the Friendly Wands, to be killed; 
Jt was c~t 111tO quar~ers, which were ferved qp 
to captain Cook: dunng fcveral days, and gave 

him 
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him fome nomii11ment, as he could not venture 1774. 
to tafte theGlip's provifions. By fuch fmall MARCH. 

helps we fucceeded in preferving a life upon '----v--J 
which the fuccefs of the voyage in a great mea-
fnre depended. 

Vife daily faw Tropic birds and fhearwaters 
after leaving Eafter Iiland, and frightened many 
fhoals of flying fiib out of the water. Thele 
fith were remarkably numerous on the 27th, Satur. 27. 
when We faw none but final! ones, the largeft 
not exceeding the length of a finger, and the 
leaf!: fcarcely fo long as one of its joints. Our 
latitude that day, at noon, was 13 0 13' fouth. 

Since the calm on the 24th we had a fine APRIL. 

freaa} gale from the eafiwa;'d) which fpeeded 
our courfe prodigioui1y. The weather in gene-
ral was ferene, and the colour of the ocean a 
fine rich blue, bearing always a confiderable re-
lation to that of the !ky. Dolphins, bonitos, 
and fbarks appeared from time to time, and va-
rious birds at war with flying fillies enlivened the 
fcene. To add to our comfort, the heat of the 
fun became perfectly agreeable to us, being tem-
pered by the rapid motion of the air, and per-
mitted us to walk about the decks with fame 
fatisfaction. Nothi;'g !efs was wanting to keep 
up our fainting fpirits, and to ftrengthen the 
fick, who might be faid to feed entirely upon 
hope, having no refrefhments to reftore their 
wafted ftrengLh. yve had already confumed all 
the vegetables whIch had been purcbafed at 
Eafter Wand; nothing therefore remained, but 
either to return to the loathed diet of falted 
meat, of which the juices were utterly deft roy-
ed, by lying in pickle for three years, or to fiarve 
on a [mall quantity of bread, if the ftomach 
could not digefi thofe groCs and unprofitable 
fibres. We \vere therefore unanimous in our 

B 2 willies 
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1774. wiibes of a fpeedy deliverance; and in propor
Ap lU L. tion as the breeze flackened or encreafed, the 

'--v--J thermometer of our expectations fluctuated from 
abject defpondence to the moft fanguine expec
tations. All o'ur books which treated of Men
dana's Voyages were confulted; a~d fince the 
vague expreflions, relative to the dtftance of the 
Marquefas from Peru, gave us full fcope for c~m
jecture, every day produced a new calculatIOn 
'of their longitude. For the fpace of five days 
we fucceilively paifed over the different pofitions 
which our new geographers had allotted to thofe 
iflands, and overturned -each new hypothefis, 
not without fome diverfion to the reft, who ei. 
ther artfully concealed their own opinion, or 
candidly confeifed that the data were too uncer
tain to bear a fuperftructure. During this courfe 
we enjoyed fome beautiful evenings, and par
ticularly obferved the 1ky and clouds tinged with 
-different hues of green by the fetting fun, on 
the 3d of April. This colour has been obferved 
by Frezier above, and is in fact nothing extra- -
ordinary, efpecially if the air happens. to be 
charged with vapours, which is frequently the 
cafe between the tropics. The fame day we had 
caught. a fma~l fucking fiili,. adhering to a flying 
fifh, with whIch we had baIted a hook: a proof 
that thefe little creatures are not always fixed to 
[harks. The fame day we faw a large fiih of 
the genus of rays, which is called a fea-devil by 

- fome authors. It perfectly refembled that which 
we had C:en in the Atlantic, on the firft of Sep
tember, 1772. (S~e vol. I. P.39') The num
ber of terns, tropIC, and man of war birds, 
encreafed around IllS almoft every day, as we 
ran to the weftward, and approached the iflands 
which we expected to find. At laft on the 6th 
of l\prj] in the afternoon, we had fight of a. 

[mall 
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fmall bluff ifland; but the haze which involved 1774· 
it, and which thickened as we advanced, pre-~ 
vented our examining the nature of the land, 
Md building any hopes of refrefhment on its 
appearance. Qgiros, who is fuppofed to have 
written the account of the voyage of the Spanifh 
Adelentado (or captain-general) Don Alvaro 
Mendana de Neyra, in the year 1595, gives a 
favourable account of the group of ii1ands dif: 
covered in that voyage, which were named the 
Inas Marquefas de Mendo~a, in honour of the 
viceroy of Peru, Don Garcia Hurtado de Men-
do<;a, marquis of Cailete, who had fet on foot 
that expedition. Vve had recourfe to this ac-
count, in order to gain fome information rela-
tive to the land which now engroifed all our at
tention. The next morning we ftood in-fhore, Thur( 7 
and though the weather f\:ill continued hazy, we 
foon diftinguifhed the different if1ands which the 
Spaniards have called la Dominica, St. Pedro, 
and St. Chriftina. We were convinced at the 
fame time, that the {mall bluff ii1and which vve 
had firft fallen in wi th, had not been feen by 
Mendana; and captain Cook gave it the name 
of Hood's mand, from the perf on who firft dif
covered it. La Dominica, which lay nearefl: to 
t1S, was a high and mountainous if1and, of which 
the N. E. point was very freep and barren; but 
farther to the north we obferved fome vallies fill-
ed with trees, amongft which we now and then 
difcovered a hut. . As the haze cleared away, we 
faw many craggy rocks like [pires, and feveral 
hollow fummits piled up in the centre of the 
ii1and, which proved that volcanoes and eanh-
quakes had been aCtive there in changing the 
face of the country. All its eaftern part is a 
prodigious freep and almofr perpendicular wall, 

. of a great height, which forms a i11arp ridge, 
B 3 fhattered 
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1774' {hattered into fpires and precipices. St. P~dro 
APRIL. is a fmall iiland, of very moderate elevatIOn, 

"-v--J but did not appear either fertile or populous. 
St. Chriftina, the weftennoft of all, bad the 
maft promiIing appearance; and, th?ugh v:ry 
high and fteep, yet had feveral valhes, whl.ch 
widened towards the rea, and were covered wIth 
fine farefts to the {ummits of the mountain. 
About three o'clock we entered the ftraits, be
tween the fouth end of Dominica, and the N~ 
E. part of St. Chrifiina, which is above two 
miles wide. vVe obferved rome pleafant {pots 
on both iilands, between the clefts of the moun
tain; . but raw no plains, like thofe which (o 
greatly embellifh the Society Wands. The fuore 
of St. Chriftina was, however, fufficient to re
vive all our fpirits, and infpired that cheerful
nefs which every fertile and pleafing profpeCl: 
gives to the weary mariner. vVe pafted feveral 
little coves, where the white foaming [urf tum
bled in upon the beach. The twO) projeCting 
points of every cove included a valley, filled with 
forefts and plantations, of a pleafing verdure. 
On every beach we faw lome inhabitants running 
about, or gazing at our fuip. Sometimes they 
launched their canoes, and attempted to come 
after us; but a ftrong breeze carried us fo fwift-
1y through the [mooth water, that we left them 
far behind. \Ve found a ha'rbour on the weft 
fide of the iiland,' which looked [0 tempting, 
that we eagerly wIfhed to come to an anchor. 
but )uft ~s we were turning about, in order t~ 
run 10 t? 1 t, . a hea V-Y' (quail came over the high 
m?lll1talO with prodIgIOus violence, and laid the 
ihlp on her fid,=, fa that we fprung our mizen
top~aft, and narrowly efcaped being driven 
agamft th.e [outhem point of the harbour. After 
we had trImmed our fails again, we tacked, ~nd 

anchored 
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:anchored about five o'clock in the entrance of 1774· 
the harbour. During the fquall, about fifteen ~PRIL. 
canoes, putting off from different parts of the ~ 
ii1and, came near the Ihip. Some were double, 
and contained fifteen men; others, on the con-
trary, . were fmall, and had from three to [even 
men. As foon as we were at anchor, we invited 
the natives, by every fign of friencllhip, and by 
addreiling them in the Taheitian language, to 
come on board. This they did not venture to 
do; but at firft they brought their canoes clole 
along-fide, and offered us [orne pepper-roots, 
which were doubtlefs Ilgns of peace, as at the 
Society and Friendly li1ands. After we ,had 
faftened thefe roots to the i11rouds; they fold 
us a few fifh in exchange for nails, and likewife 
[orne excellent large bread-fruit, perfeCtly ripe, 
at fight of which mit whole (hip's company ex~ 
preffed the greateft marks of joy in their COUll~ 
tenaIi.ces. 

The natives about us were a well~made, hand4 
[orne people, of a good yellowiih or tawny co~ 
lour, but looked almoft black; by being punc~ 
tured over the whole body. They were all nak..; 
ed, having only a fmall piece of cloth, perfectly 
refembling that made by the people of Taheitee, 
rOtind their waift and loins. Their beal"ds and 
hair wete of a fine jetty black, and their lan
guage much nearer the Taheitian, than any 
other dialett: in the South Sea, with this dIffer
ence, that they could not pronounce the r. 
Their canoes were thin, and formed of boards 
i1ightly fewed together, and their paddles were 
made like thoCe of Taheitee, with a knob at 
the end. We continually enquired for hogs, 
and told them to bring us [orne; and towards 
night we had the fatisfatt:ion to fee. a pig along
fide, which we purcha[ed for a km[,;;:. As Coon 

B 4 as 
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1774. as it was dark the canoes retired, according to 
Ap RI L. the general ~uftom of all the nations in the 

"--v--J South Sea we had hitherto [een, on whom the 
novelty of an European fhip cannot prevail to 
wake a finQ:le night. The vallies in our harbour 
were very full of trees, and every part anfwered 
the graphical defcriptior: which the Spaniards 
have given, and by which we were wel.l con
vinced that their harbour of Madre de Dlos was 
the fame where we had anchored *. Its fitua
tion, deduced from aftronomical obfervation, is 
in 9° 55' S. latitude, and 1391' 8' W. longitude. 
We faw many fires through the trees, at a great 
diftance from tbe water, and concluded the 

Friday 8. country to be well inhabited. The next morn 
ing early we had a full view of the land, clear 
of the clouds which refted on it in the evening. 
On the fouth fide rifes a peak, which is very 
craggy and inaccefilble. All the north fide is a 
black, burnt hill, of which the rock is vaulted 
along the fea-fhore, and the top clad to the fum·· 
mit with a fhrubbery of cafuarinas. But the 
bottom of the harbour is filled up with a very 
high ridge, level at top, and refembling the Ta
ble-mountain at the Cape of Good Hope. Se
veral vallies, perfectly filled with trees, lead up 
from two beaches to the very fummit of the 
:nountain, which appears exceffively fteep. Along 
Its uppermoft edge we faw a row of ftakes or 
pallifadoes, clofely connected together like a· 
fortification,. within which, .by the hel; of our 
gla{fes, we dlfcerned fomethmg like huts. Thefe 
places we fuppofed to be what the Spaniards have 
~alled intrenchmen.ts; but they bore a great re
iemblance to th~ hlppas of the New Zeelanders • 

which 

"* See Mr. Dalrymple's ColleCtion, vol. 1. p. 66. 



R 0 U N D THE W 0 R L D. 9 
which are commonly fituated on high ridges, and 1774· 
furrounded with pallifades. ~ 

The natives, encouraged by the trad~ which 
we had begun the evening before, came off in 
feveral canoes, foon after fun-rife, and brought 
great quantities of bread fruit, which we bought 
for fmall nails. They Iikewife fold fame ba
nanas, and traded very fair for forne time, but 
without venturing to come on board. However, 
after breakfaft; it appeared that their difpofition 

, had but too much fimilarity with that of the Ta
heitians. Some of them began to deal difho
neftly with us, receiving the nail for which they 
had offered a bread-fruit, without deli\'ering it 
in return. The captain, to intimidate them, 
fired a mufket over their heads. This had the 
defired effect, and they immediately handed up 
the fruit for which we had bargained. Some 
others, after they had fold their goods, came on 
board to be gazed at, and to gaze. While cap
tain Cook prepared to go into his boat with my 
father, one of thefe natives, finding the large 
iron ftanchion loofe, to which the main-ropes on 
the (hip's fide, by which we afcended or defcend
ed, were faftened, fnatched it up, leaped over
board with it, and, notwithftanding its weight, 
fwam with great agility to his canoe, where he 
1ecured it. This hazardous enterprize being re
ported to captain Cook, who was juft ftepping 
into the boat, he ordered a muiket to be fired 
over the native's head) whilfl: he meant to come 
round the [hip, to recover the ftanchion. The 
mutket was fired, but the man took no notice 
of it, looking about him with great unconcern. 
The captain hearing it, ordered another to be 
fired, and put off from the ihip. The fecond 
{hot had no other effeCt than the firfi; upon 
which an officer, who that moment cam.e upon 

~cck, 
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1774. deck, fnatched up a mufket, and taking; exact 
APRIL. aim, fhot the man through th.e head. Hlscom~ 
~ pan ion in the fame .canoe mftantly threw the 

iron into the fea whIch had been the caufe of 
this unfortunate' event. The captain in his 
boat came up, and faw the canoe full of blood, 
and the dead corfe lying in it The other na
tive baled the blood out into the fea, and then 
retired to the fhore with all the other canoes, and 
left us perfeCtly alone. The natives on the 
beach hauled the canoe through the [urf, and 
carried the corfe up into the woods. Prefently 
after we heard drums beating, and faw a confi
derable number of the inhabitants afTembled on 
the beach, with fpears and clubs in their hands, 
which had a very unfriendly appearance, and ra
ther feemed to threaten tbat we bad no farther 
refrefhments to expeCt. We cannot but lameht~ 
that the time in which this man was killed, by a 
perfon who was ignorant of the nature of his 
offence, did not admit of any previous confide
ration. The firft difcoverers and conquerors of 
America have often, and very defervedly, been 
ftigmatifed with cruelty, becaufe they treated 
the wretched nations of that continent, not as 
their brethren, but as irrational' beaHs, whom it 
was lawful to ilioot for diverfion; and yet, in aUf 
enlightened age, prejudice and rafhnefs have of
ten proved fatal to the inhabitants of the South 
Sea. Mahine burft into tears, when he faw 
one man kil~ing a~other on [0 trifling an occa
fion. Let hIs feelings pUt thofe civilized Euro
peans ~o ~he bluili, who have humanity fo often 
on theIr lips, and fo feldom in their hearts! ' 

, Captain Cook, knowing the weak condition 
of his ere"::,, was unwilling to relinql1ifh the hope 
of procurIng refreiliments at this ifland· and 
therefore, after directing the iliip to b,r re:noved 

, deeper 
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deeper into the harbour, felected a party of 1774· 
marines and failors, and landed under the APRIL. 

vaulted rocks to the northward, accompanied by ~ 
Dr. Sparrman, Mahine, my father, and myfelf. 
A great troop of the natives, confifting of more 
than a hundred men, re;:;eived us on thefe rocks 
with fpears and clubs in their hands, of which 
they did not attempt to make any ufe. \"fo1 e ap
proached them with demonftrations of friend-
iliip, which they returned; and our firft requefi: 
was that they iliould fit down, to which they in
ftantlyagreed. We then endeavoured to {hew 
the beft fide of what had happened, and ac
quainted them that we had only thot at one of 
their countrymen, becaufe he had made free 
with our property; that we were defirous of liv-
ing as friends with them; and that we only 
came to take in wood, water, and refreihments, 
for which we had nails, hatchets, and other cu-
rious articles to offer in return. The natives 
were pacified by our fpecious reafonings; they 
feemed to think their countryman had deferved 
his fate, and conducted us round the beach to a 
fine brook, where we eftabliilied our waterers, 
and began to purchafe fome fruits, which were 
at firft brought down very fparingly. For 
greater fecurity, the marines were drawn up in 
a line, under arms, and our return to the water 
feet-Ired. But we had no occafion for thefe pre
cautions; the people with whom we dealt were 
too honeft to break a peace to which they had 
confented, and of too 'gentle a difpofition to re-
venge the death of a man whom they could not 
entirely acquit. In a ilion time our trade went 
on more brifkly, and the natives came down 
with loads of plantanes, bananas, and bread-
fruit from the hills, which they fold for a trifling 
confideration of iron ware. 

Among 
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J 774- Among the crOl:d we raw no w0l1!en, they 

APRIL. having probably retlred to the mountams on the 
~ firft alarm; but there were rome men better 

armed and ornamented than the reft, who {eem
ed to be their leaders. They were all without 
c1oathing, having nothing but a {mall piece of 
cloth to cover the loins. They were tall, and 
:extremely well limbed; not one of them un.
wieldy or corpulent like a Taheitian, nor mea
gre and thrivelledlike a native of Eafrer Wand. 
The punctuation which almoft entirely covered 
the men of a middle age, made it difficult to 
diftinguilh their elegance of form; but among 
the youths, wP.o were not yet marked or tat
towed, it was eafy to difcover beauties fingularIy 
[triking, and often without a blemilh, [uch as 
demanded the admiration of all beholder5. 
Many of them might be placed near the famous 
models of antiquity, and would not fuffer in 
the comparifon ; 

~alis aut Nireus fuit, aut aquola 
Raptus ab Ida. HaR, 

The natural colour of thefe youth~ was not 
quite f~ dark as that of the common 'people in 
~he ~oclety lOes; but the men appeared to be 
mfillltelyblacker, on account of the punctures 
which covered their whole body,- from head to 
foot. Thefe punctures were difpofed with the 
utmoft regularity; [0 that the marks on each 
leg, arm, and cheek, . and on the correfponding 
mufcles, were exa~Uy fimilar. They never af
fumed the determmate form of an animal or 
pl~nt, but confifted of a variety of blotches, 
[plral, bars, chequers, and lines, which had a 
moil motley appearance. Their countenances 
were pleafing, open, and full of vivacity; their' 
eyes were large and dark-coloured; their hair 

black, 
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black, curled, and ihong; a few excepted, who 'iH. 
had light coloured or fandy hair. The beard APR It .. 
however was thin in general, on account of the '--v---I 
numerous fcars of punctures which commonly 
covered that part of the face. The number of 
ornaments, in fome meafure, might be faid to 
fupply the want of cloathing. On their heads 
many of them wore a kind of diadem; this 
confifted of a flat bandage wrought of coco-nut 
core, on the out fide of which feveral round 
pieces of mother of pearl,' fome of them five 
inches in diameter, were fixed, covered in the 
middle with a plate of tortoife !hell, perforated 
like fret-wor k. Several tufts of long, black, 
and gloify cock's feathers formed the plumes to 
this head-drefs, which was really beautiful and 
noble in its kind. Some wore round coronets 
of the fmallligulated feathers of the man of war 
bird, and others a circle, from whence feveral 
ranges of twifted firings of coco-nut core, about 
two inches long, either of the natural colour, 
or dyed black, diverged round the head. In 
their ears they fometimee placed two flat pieces 
of a light wood, of an oval !hape, about three 
inches long, covering the whole ear, and paint-
ed them white with lime. Their leaders wore a 
kind of gorget round the neck, or rather on the 
breaft; it confifted of fmall portions of a light 
wood, like cork, glued together with gum, in a 
femicircular· form; a quantity of fcarlet-beans 
(abrus precatorius, Linn.) are glued all round 
it with the fame gum, forming a great number 
of rows, of the length of two or three inches. 
Thofe who were not poifeifed of this glaring or-
nament, at leaft wore a ftring round the neck/ 
and faftened it to a piece of !hell, which was 
cut and poli!hed in the fbape of a large toot-h. 
They were al[o fond of having bunches of hu-

man 
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lii4' man hair tied on a firing round their waift, arms, 
APRIL. knees and ancles. All thefe ornaments t!1ey 
'--v--' freely' parted wi th for a trifling confider~tlon, 

except the laft, which they valued very hlghly, 
though they :vere the ufual refidence of many 
vermin. it IS probable that thefe bun~hes 9f 
hair were worn in remembrance of theIr dead 
relations and therefore looked upon with fome 
venerati~n; or elfe they may be the fpoi!s of 
their enemies, worn as the honourable tefbmo
nies of victory. HDwever a large nail, or fome
thing which {truck their eyes, commonly got the 
better of their fcruples. 

After we had made thefe obfervations on the 
people who furrounded llS, we left the beach, 
and rambled through the woods at a iliort dif· 
tan.ce from captain Cook's {tation, collecting 
feveral plants, of which we had [een the greateft 
-part at the Society Wands. As we did not care 
to advance far into the country the firft day, 
we confined ourfelves to the low land, which 
bordered upon the beach, and which we found 
entirely uninhahited. However we met with a 
number· of (quare compartments among the 
trees, laid' out with great frones, moftly of a 
regular [quare figure; which we afterwards 
learnt, were the foundations of their hou[es. 
It may be conjectured from thence, that thefe 
places have been abandoned, on account of fome 
inconvenience of the groLl.nd; or that they are 
only made ufe of at certam feafons. All this 
p~rt was deftitute of plantations, ahd covered 
WIth foreft-trees, fome of which feemed to be 
very good 'timber. The natives did not attempt 
t? ftop us, and left us to purfue our walk en
tirely by ourfe!ves. A little hill, covered with 
long grafs up to our middle, and broken into a 
perpendicular wall to~ the rea, juts forward, and 

divides 
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divides this beach from another to the fouthward. 1774. 
On the north fide of this hill we found a fine Ap RIL. 

fpring of clear water, in the very place where "--..r--J 
the Spaniili navig8.tors have defcribed it, which 
gUlbes out of the rock, and is collected in a 
little bafon, from whence it flows into the fea. 
A brook runs down from the higher hills c10fe 
to it; another more conficlerable defcen.ds on the 
middle of the beach, and fupplied us with wa-
ter; and again another is to be met with in the 
northern corner. This ifland is therefore ex-
tremely well watered; and the vegetation, as 
well as the inhabitants, evidently derive great 
benefit from it in this hot climate. We foon 
returned to the trading place with our acquifiti-
ons, and converfed with the natives, who had 
now [0 far laid afide their diftruft, as to part 
with their arms to us for our iron tools. Thefe 
weapons were all made of the club-wood, or ca-
fuarina *, and were either plain fpears, about 
eight or ten feet long, or clubs, which common-
ly had a large knob at one end. Captain Cook 
had been very fuccefsful in the meanwhile, hav-
ing procured a great-quantity of fruit and feve-
ral hogs, with all which we embarked in our 
boats at noon. The weather which had been 
very warm on iliore, was really mueh cooler on 
board, where the wind came down in ftrong 
gufts from the mountains, fometimes attended 
with fmall iliowers. 

In the afternoon I remained on board, but 
my father accompanied the captain on (hore, and 
went up the hill a little way to a wretched hut; 
but finding no inhabitants there, who had pro
bably been alarmed by their iliooting at birds, 

'"' The Taheitians can it 10{[, which lignifies war, becaufe 
it furniihes the inflruments of bloodJ11ed. 

he 
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1774. he put feveral nails on a few bread fruit, which 

APRIL. he faw clofe to the hut, and then defcended to 
'--v--' the beach with fame botanical acquifitions. 

. Seven canoes arrived about the {hip from La 
Satur. 9. Dominica the next morning, whilfl: feveral others 

from St. Chriftina went up the ftrait. The for
mer feemed to be of the fame nation with thofe 
with whom we were already acquainted, and 
brought the [arne fruits to fell, which we had 
purchafed in this ifland. We went on {hore 
after breakfaft, and found our friendly natives 
affembled on the beach. Among them was a 
chief, who was dreifed in a cloak manufaCtured 
of the paper mulberry bark, like the Taheitian 
cloth, and who wore the diadem, the gorget, 
the ear-pendants, and bunches of hair. We 
learnt that this man was the king of the whole 
if1and, though he had not great refpeCt {hewn 
him. He prefented captain Cook with [orne 
fruits and hogs, and continued in the neigh
bourhood of our people the whole day. He 
acquainted us that his name was Honoo *, and 
that he was he-ka-az, which was doubtlefs a 
title correfponding to the aree of Taheitee, 
and areekee of the Friendly Iflands. He 
feemed to be a very good-natured, intelligent 
man, a character fa prevalent in his counte
nance, that Mr. Hodges, who drew his pic
ture, could .not fail of exprefIing it. 

We enqUIred for the name of this ifland and 
the adjacent ones, and found that St. Chriftinll 
was called W AITAHOO, La Dominica HEEV A-

ROA, 

• !his word lignifies a turtle, or fea-'tortoife, in the 
TaheltIan language; It is therefore probable that the names 
of thefe people fometimes are taken from animals like thofe 
of the North-Ame~ican Indians. In the fame ma~ner O-Too, 
the name of the kmg of Taheitee, lignifie, a heron. 
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il.OA, and St. Pedro ON A TEYO. Mahine, who 1174. 
was exceilively fond of thefe people, on account APRIL. 

of the vaft fimilarity between their manners, '---v---J 
language and perfons, and thofe of his nation, 
was continually engaged in converfation wi th 
them, and purchafed a great number of their 
ornaments. He fhewed them many cuftoms 
of his country, with' which they were unac-. 
quainted, and amoilg thefe was the method of 
ligbting a fl .... e, by rubbing together the dry 
flicks of the hibiJeus ti!iaceltS, to which they 
were extremely attentive. Captain Cook found 
a great quantity of vegetables, fome fowls and 
hogs, at the trading place, which he purchafed 
for fmall nails, knives, pieces of clotb, &c Tbe 
red feathers of Tonga-Tabboo. or Amfterdam 
Wand, were likewife in great repute here, and 
the natives ga';e many head-dreffes, and other 
ornaments, in exchange for them. We raw only 
one woman this day, who fat down in the cir~ 
cle of her countrymen, and was dre{fed in a 
piece of cloth made of bark, like the women of 
the Society IDands. Sbe was an elderly woman, 
and fcarce difti nguifhable from a Tahei tian. We 
walked this day about a mile and a half, on the 
[outh fide of the rivulet. After croiling a clear 
fpot, from whence we had a full profpeCt of the 
harbour, we entered a thick wood, where we 
faw chiefly the ratta, or Taheitee nut-trees (in-
oem"pus *) which grew ~o a confiderable fize and 
heiO'ht, and fame fine bread-fruit trees; both 
which are planted in the plains at Taheitee, the 
heat being lefs violent there than at thefe iDandso 
At laft we came to one of the huts of the natives, 
which in comparifon with the lofty houfes of 
the Society IDands, was only a wretched hovel. 

VOL. II. C; It 

." See Fodt. Nova Genera Plantar. 
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1774. It was p-la:ced on an elevated platform of ftones,. 
Ap 1l. (L· which were not [mooth and even enough to 

'---y---J form a very comfortable couch, though they 
were covered \"lith mats. On this bafe the n,l
tives had erected a quantity of bamboo canes,. 
clore!y connected together, between ~ve fin? fix 
feet hiO"h above wInch the roof role m a ndge 
at top, bc~n[iihDg of [mall fticl~s~ thatched with, 
the leaves of the bread-frUlt and ratta-tree. 
The whole bOUle might be abo'Jt fifteen feet 
lona. and eight or ten feet broad7 and the 
mecl~od of placing it on a foundation ~f ftOl:es" 
fcemed to intimate that the country 13 [ubjett 
to heavy rains and inundations at certain [ea
fans. 'VVe raw rome large wooden troughs b::re,. 
and fonnd pieces of bread-fruit, mixed with 
water,. in them, Three natives appeared near 
the hut, who, at our defire, went down about 
a hundred yard;:; to th~ brook, and brought us 
fame frdh water to drink. Having rewarded 
them for their readinefs to [erve us, we walked 
to the beach, and from thence returned on 
board. In getting into our boa:t, we ran the 
greateft rilk in the world of being over[et, and 
were wetted by the emf, which broke upon the 
rocks> Mahine, who ftill remained on !bore, 
plunged into the water, and [w~lm to' the boat, to 
prevent our e~poiing. ourfelves· once more to the 
fame danger in taking him in. 

Dr. Span-man ftaid· on board with me in the
afternoon, defcribing and drawing [orne plants 
which we had collected in the mornina. but my 
r b' 
lather returned aibore with the captain to the 
[outhem beach, where he found [everal habita
tions near the fea, but law no women. This, 
was the fame beach to which the natives had 

. carried the dead b0dy of their countryman. 
They were conducted to a haufe, which had 

been 
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been that tmfortunate man's dwelling, and faw '774· 
feveral hogs there, now the property of his fan, ~ 
a youth of fifteen years, to whom they made 
feveral expiatory prefents. Our people enquir-
ed for his female relations, but were told they 
remained on the top of the mountain, to weep 
and mourn for the dead. \AT e had fame rea-
fan to fufpeet, from this account, that the pal-
lifades or enclofures along the top of the rock, 
furrounded the burying-places of the inhabitants. 
The captain purchafed a quantity of fruit, and 
feveral hogs, at this beach; and though he was 
in the midft of the relations of a man whom 
our people had killed, he did not perceive the 
leaft animofity or [pirit of revenge amongit 
them. 

The next morning Dr. Sparrman went on 
fbore with me to the watering place, where the 
trade for provifions was very confiderable. Our 
iron ware was however lowered in value at leaft 
two hundred per cent. fince our anchorage in 
the harbour. Our [mall nails, which they had 
eagerly taken at fidt, were now no longer cur
rent; and even the large ones were not much 
coveted. Beads were not efteemed at all; but 
ribbons, cloth, and other trifles were more a
greeable. Some large hogs were purchafed for 
pieces of the mulberry-bark, covered wilh red 
feathers, which we had obtained at the i11and of 
Amfterdam or Tonga-Tabboo. 

The weather was exceedingly hot this day, 
for which reafon many of the inhabitants made 
ufe of large fans to cool themfelves. Thefe 
fans, of which they fold us a great number, 
were formed of a kind of tough bark or grafs, 
very firmly and curiouf1y plaited, and frequent
ly whitened with {hell-lime. Some al[o had 
large feathered leaves, which anfwered the pur-

e 2 pofe 



A VOYAGE 
20 

1774. pofe of an umbrella, and upon examina:!oD,. 
An I L. were found to be long to the corypha u m brantiJ

'---v---J [era, Linn. a kind of palm. 
Notwithftanding the immenfe h.eat ?f the day, 

we reiolved to afcend the mountam, m hopes :£ 
being well rewarded for the trouble, br the d.1f
coveries we would make. The palbfades at: 
the top v;ere particularly wh~t we aimed. at, 
none of our people having hItherto any Idea 
of tbem. Mr. Patton and two other gentle
men were of the party. We foon croiled the 
fine rivulet, at which our people watered, and 
followed the path on the north fide, feeing that 
the greateft: number of inhabitants had come 
down from thence. Tbe afcent was at firft 
not very fatiguing; feveral gentle bills formed 
the fore-ground, which were almoft level on 
the fummits, and contained feveral fpacious 
plant::;tions of bananas, in excellent order. 
Thefe fpots always opened upon t1s unexpeCted
]y, as tbe reft of our way lay through a clofe 
tufted wood of fruit-trees, mixed with other 
forts, extremely pleafant to us, on account of 
the thick and cooling {hade. Here and there 
we met with a folitary coco-nut palm, which. 
fa: from lifting its royal head. with becoming 
pride, was out-topped and hid by meaner trees. 
In general thefe trees do not thrive well upon 
mountains, preferrin a a low fltuation· info-b , 

much that they abound upon the coral-ledges, 
where they have fcarcely foil furncient to take 
~oot. A few natives accompanied us, and 
i?me others m~t us with fruit, which they car
ned to our tradll1g place. ]n proportion as we 
afc~nded, we pailed a number of tbeir houfes, 
WhlCh vvere all built upon an elevated bafe of 
fiones, aDd. exaCtly UPOll the plan of that which 
I have defcnbed, fJage 18. Some of them fecm-' 

ed 
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ed to be very lately built, and looked very 1774-· 
dean within; but we could not diil:inguifu the APRIL. 

number of beds in them, of which the Spaniards ----v--J 
make mention, and fl1[p.::cted that they only 
meant different mats fpread on the floor. The 
ground became much iteeper and rugged as we 
advanced. The [j·vulet frequently ran in a deep 
glen, on the brink of which the path was rather 
dangerous. \'ie were likewife obliged to crofs 
the water feveral times in our way; but always 
found the habitations more numerous towards 
the top. We reited in feveral places, and were 
prefented with fruit and a little water by the 
natives, who refembled the Taheitians too much 
in other re[pects, to be unlike them in hofpitali-
ty. We never faw a fingle deformed, nor 
(:ven ill proportioned mat) among thern, all 
were itrong, tall, wen-limbed, and active in 
,the greateit degree. The nature of their coun-
try contributes towards their atlivity; and t1J,e 
exercife which they are obliged to take, proba-
bly preferves their elegance of form. Having 
advanced near three mlles from the fea fide, we 
faw a young woman~ who came out of a boufe 
before us, and haitened up the hills as faft as 
we advanced. She was dreffed in a pie;:e of 
doth, made of the mulberry-tree's bark, and 
reaching to the knees. Her features were like 
thofe of tbe Taheitee women, as far as we could 
difcern at the diftance of thirty yards, which 
me took care to pr~ferve between herfelf and 
us, and h'::r ftature was middle ilzed. The na-
tives made many figns to us to return, and 
feemec;l to be very uneafy and much di(olcafed 
at our progrefs. Dr. Sparrman and myfe1f, de-
firous of preferving the plants which \ve had 
eollected, turned back:, whilft Mr. Patton and 
the rere \vent about two miles farther, without 

feeing 



22 A v 0 Y AGE 

1774. feeing any thing more than ourfelves. Vie were 
APRIL. the more eafily perfuaded to defifl from .our 

.'--v--> purpofe as the heat of the day, our precanous 
ftate or' health, and the fatigue of the arcent, 
had entirely exhaufted us, and as we faw no 
profpect of reaching t~1e fu.mrnit. It appeared 
indeed at leafl three mIles dIfrant from the place 
where we ftopped, the greateft part of which 
feemed to be infinitely fteeper than what we 
had hitherto left behind us. The whale ground, 
as far as we had gone, was covered wiLh a rich 
mould, and contained excellent plantations, and 
groves of various fruit-trees, The rocks under 
this mould, which appeared chiefly near the 
banks of the rivulet, or on the broken fides of 
the path, contained volcanic productions, or 
different kinds of lava, fame of whi<::h are full 
of white and greeniih iherls, Thefe iflands are 
therefore fimilar, in regard to their origin and 
the nature of their minerals, to the Society 
Iilands, the greater part of which feem to have 
had burning mountains. About the houfes we 
frequently faw hogs, and fowls of a large fort, 
and now and then [orne rats. The trees were 
likewife inhabited by feveral fmall birds, which 
refembled thofe of Taheitee and the Society 
Wands;. but they were not frequent, and in no 
weat variet~. The Marquefas, upon the whole, 
io much refemble the Society mands, that they 
only feemed to want the beautiful ambient plain, 
and the coral reef, which forms their excellent 
harbours. No people in the South Sea whom 
We had hitherto met with, were fo m~lch like 
each. othe~ in form, cuftoms, and language, as 
~he lOh~bl~ants <:>f both thefe groups of iflands. 
fhe princIpal dIfference feemed to lie in the 
different degrees of cleanlinefs. The Taheiti
ans, and their next neighbours of the Society 

mapds~ 
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lilands, are perhaps the deanliei1: people under 177+. 
the [un; they bathe two or three times a day, Ap R J L •. 

and wafh their hands and face before and after '--y---J 

every meal. The inhabitants of the Marquefas 
did not make their ablutions [0 frequently, and 
were befides very flovenly in the mann~r of pre-
paring their mcc,ls. Their' principal fDod is 
bread-fruit, wh,ich they roaft over the fire, rardy 
baking it under ground; when it is fufficiently 
done, they put it into a very dirty wooden 
trough, ant of wblch their hogs are feclat other 
times, and mix it up with water. This mix-
ture they {coop Ollt with their bands. They alia 
prepare fermented pafte from tbeir bread-fruit, 
of wbich they make the [arne kind of acidulous 
pottage, which is a great dainty with the Ta-
heirian chiefs. Their bread-fruit is doubtlefs 
the largel1 and molt deliciDus which we ever 
tafted; and as we bought many of them per-
fecrly ripe, we found them as foft as a kind of 
cuftard, and in that f!:ate too lufcious to be eat-
en. Their food CO[]{if!:s of the i:ame variety of 
fruit and roots which are common at Taheitee, 
except the ,apple (jprmdias). Their diet is 
chiefly vegetable; though they have hogs and 
fowls, and catch abundance of fiib at certain 
times. Their drink is purely water, finee co-
co-nuts are £Caree, at leaf!: in the parts which 
we vifited, It is however to be fufpeded, that 
fince 'they. have the pepper-root, and make ufe 
of it as a fign of peace, like the other ii1anders, 
they may al[o prepare the fame dainty beverage 
from it, with which the others intoxicate them-
{elves. They are peQ1liarly cleanly in regard 
to the egrfla. 4i- the Society Wands the wan-
derer's eyes and nofe are offended every morn-
ing, in the midf!: of a path, with the natural 
efietls of a found digeHion: but the natives of 
the Marquefas are accuftomed, after the man-

ner 
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1774. ner of our cats, to bury the off'enfive ol:ieCts i~ 
ABRIL. the earth. At Taheitee, indeed, they depend 

'--v--' on the friendly affiftance of ~at~, who greedily 
devour thefe odoriferous dam tIes ; nay they 
feemed to be convinced that their cuftom is the 
moil: proper in the world; for their witty. coun-: 
try man, Tupaya (Tupia), found ~ault wl.th .our 
want of delicacy, when he faw a lIttle bUlldmg, 
appropriated to the rites of Cloacina, in every 
hou(e at Batavia. 

We haftened down to the fta-fide, in order 
to reach it before our boats put off. VI/hen we 
came to the fhip, we found it furrounded with 
canoes from different parts, who brought feve
ral hogs and plenty of bananas for fale. The 
alarm which our unfortunate aCt of violence bad 
{pread among the natives on the firft day, wa::; 
now forgotten, anq they came into the Coip in 
great numbers, converfing familiarly with our 
people, and expreffing great fatisfaCtion at eve
ry thing which they fa,w. They had even fo 
far laid afide all thoughts of what had happened, 
that many began to pilfer again, as often a~ 
an oppportunity offered; however, if they were 
deteCted, they never failed to return very quiet
ly what they had taken. They. freqnently 
danced upon the decks, for the diverfion of our 
[ailors: and in thefe dances we obferved a ftrik
i"g reren:blar~ce with thoFe of Taheitee. It ap
l?earea llke':"J\e that theIr mufic was nearly the 
iame, efpeclaLy as they had the fame kind of 
drums, of which Mahine purchafed one. Their 
canoes were likewife very fimilar to thofe of 
Taheitee, but of no great fize, The heads 
cO~1nlOnly had fame flat upright piece, on 
whl.ch t~,e human face was coarfely carved; and 
theIr fallS were made of mats,. triangular, and 
very broad at the top. The paddles which they 

, ufeq 
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uled were made of a hea l7y hard wood, (bort, '7i4· 
but tharp-pointed, and 'vviell a knob at the up-~ 
per end. 
. I il:aid on board in the afternoon, and ranged 
the collettions v/hich we had hitherto made. 111 
the evening, captain Cook, with fome officers, 
Mr. Hodges, Ur. Sparrman, and my father, 
returned on board, having been out all the af
ternoon to viot two coves to the fouth of our 
harbour. They found thefe places extremely 
open, and expofed to the fea, and ran great 
riI1z in landing and embarking, on accollnt of 
the prodigious furf on the beach. "rhey met 
with abundance of refrefhments for their pains, 
and purchafed fev,=ral hogs. The natives were 
Ids referved in both places than in our harbour, 
and a conficjerable number of women appeared 
fimong them, with whom the boat's crew foon 
beqrne acquainted, fince feveral of tl'em had 
as much complaifance as certain ladies at the 
Society and Friendly Iflands, New Zeeland, 
and Eafter Wand. They were inferior to the 
men in ftature, but ,;;,'ell proportioned, and 
fome in feature approached the pleating contour 
of the Taheitian women of quality. Their ge
neral colour was the fame as among the com
mon people of the Society Wands, and only 
.very few Viere a little fairer than the reft. No 
punames were obferved on them, though the 
other rex are [0 m Llch accuftomed to disfigure 
themfelves with this unfightly ornament. One 
of the handfomefl: conrented to be drawn by 
Mr. Hodges. All the women wore pieces of 
cloth of the mulberry-bark, uf different forts; 
but the variety of there cloths was very trifling, 
compared with what it is at Taheitee; and it 
feem,=d the quantity was likewife inconoderable, 
for, inftead of being wrapped up in that num-

ber 
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1774. ber of pieces, fo common among the luxurious 
APRIL. chiefs of that ifland, they only wore a fingle 

'--v-J ahoU1 or cloak, which covered them from the 
ilioulders to the knees. Round their necks 
they fometimes had a few loofe firings, which 
were not very ornamental; but our people took 
notice of no other finery among them. After a 
iliort ftay, our party prepared to return .to their 
boat. One of the failors, having been ll1atten
tive to his duty, received feveral blows from the 
captain. This trifling circumftance would not 
de{erve a place in this narrative, but for the 
ob{ervation, which the natives made upon it. 
As Coon as they faw it, they iliewed it one to 
another, and exclaimed tape a-hai te tina, "he 
beats his brother." We were well convinced 
from other inftances that they knew the differ
ence between the commander ahd his people; 
but it appeared at the fame time, that they 
looked upon us all as brethren. The moft na
tural inference in my mind is, that they only 
applied an idea to us in this cafe, which really 
exifts with regard to themfelves. They proba
bly look on them{elves as one family, of which 
the eldeft-born is the j:hief or king. As their 
c?m!llu~ity is ,not yet arriv~d at that degree of 
clVlhzatlOn which the Tahettians enjoy, a dif
ference :,f ral!-l~ does l10~ take place among them, 
and theIr pohtJca~ conftltution has not acquired 
a fettled monarchical form. The nature of their 
country, which requires a greater labour and 
culture than Taheitee, is one great caufe of 
this difference; for fince the means of fubfift
ence are not fa eafily attained, the population 
and the general luxury, cannot be [0 confidera
ble, and the ~eople remain upon a level. A
greeable to thiS obfervation, we have found 
that no particular honour or n:fpect was paid 

to 
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to their king HONOO, who viuted us on the 177+· 

fecond day after our arrival. All his preemi-~ 
nence [eemed to confift in his drees, which was 
more complete than that of many of his people, 
who by choice, or through indolence, go naked 
in a happy tropical climate, where cloathing is 
not wamed. 

The next morning tbe captain went to the Mond. II. 
fame cove again, but was much lefs [ucce[sful 
than on the preceding evening. The natives, 
who were not yet jllfficiently acquainted wiLh 
the excellence and durability of our iron ware~ 
refl1fed to take it any longer, and coveted a 
Eumber of articles, which it was not in our 
power to part with. In the afternoon, tberefore, 
we weigbed the anchor, and f!:ood out of the 
harbour of Madre de Dios, where we had lain 
fomething lees than four days. We had provid-
ed a confiderable quantity of excellent water 
during that time, and obtained a very fidutary 
fupplyof refrefhment from a friendly and well
difpo{ed people. Our acquiutions in natural 
biftory had been but inconuderable, from the 
great fimilari ty of this iiland to Taheitee and 
the -adjacent group, and on account of our very 
thort f!:ay_ The farne caufes had likewife pre-
vented our forming a more perfett: acquaintance 
with the native~, who feemed to be well worth 
the contemplation of philoiophic travellers. \Ve 
particularly regretted, that it had not been in 
om power to examine thofe enclofures on the 
fummits of the mountain, which, as I f!:ill [ur-
peel:, have [orne conneCtion with their religious 
rites. The Spaniards make mention of an 
pracle* 1 which, from tbeir accounts, [cems to 

. have 

i1 See Mr. DalrYlIlple's Collet2ion of VOYJges, vol. i. p. 
68~ 
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1774. have been a burying-place, li~e tl~ofe of the 
APRIL. Society Wands; but we were l1kewl(e unfortu-

'--v--' nate enough not to meet with any thing of this 
kind. The number of thefe good people can
not be very confider~ble, on ~ccou~t of the. [mall 
fize of the iflands whIch they mhabIt. Waltahoo, 
or St. Chrifi:ina, is about eight leagues in cir
cuit; O-Heeva-roa *, or Dominica, fifteen 
leagues; Onateyo, or St. Pedro, three leagues; 
and Magdalena, which we on!y raw at a gr~at 
difi:ance, five leagues, accordmg to the Spamfh 
account. The natives of thefe different iflands, 
we have great reafon to believe, are all of one 
and the fame tribe, like the people of Taheitee 
and the Society Ifles; we may at leafi: affirm it 
with certainty of thofe of Sr. Chrifi:ina and Do
minica, having converfed and traded with both. 
The ifland of Dominica, the largeft of the 
Marque[as, is [0 excefiively freep and craggy 
in many parts, that its inhabitants cannot be fo 
numerous as thofe of St. Chrifi:ina in proportion 

I to its fize. Such fpots as are fit for culture are 
very populous in thefe iilands; but as they are 
all very mountainous, and have many inaccefii
ble and barren rocks, it is to be doubted whether 
the whole population of this group amounts to 
fifty thoufand perfons. The Spaniards who 
difco:ered them, found their manners 'gentle 
and moffenflve, if \T,e ~xcept a trifling differ
ence at. Magdalena.' which probably arofe from 
[orne mlfunderfi:andmg, or from the impetuous 
temper of thofe navigators. When we arrived 
amongf1: them, we were received with every 

mark 

'i< It is reir.arkable, that this name occurs in the lift of 
jflands w.hich T upaya and other na lives of the Society Illes 
communtcated tq their Englilh' friends. The people of 
Marquefas who could not pronounce the r, always [aid O. 
Heeva-oa. 
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mark of friendihip. They prefented us with 1774· 
roots of pepper, and branches of tamanoo (ca!o-~ 
tbyllum inophyllum, Linn.) in fign of peace; 
they fold us their provifions; and though we 
killed one of their brethren, they continued the 
fame kind treatment, and permitted us to roam 
about their country to a great diftance without 
moleftation. This behaviour, their manners, 
their beautiful forms, their dreffes, provifions, 
em barkations, and their language, prove that 
they have the fame origin with the Taheitians, 
and only differ from them in a few refpeCts, 
which the nature of their country required. The 
advantages which the rich encircling plains be-
{tow on the Taheitians and their near neigh-
bours, muft drop in great meafure at the Mar-
quefas. Vlheri they have cultivated as much 
ground as will afford them the means of [ubfift-
ence, there is none remaining for thoLe exten-
five plantations of mulberry-trees, which every 
where ftrike the eye at Taheitee: indeed if they 
had the ground, they cannot afford to beftow 
the time which this branch of culture requires. 
The great fources of Taheitian affluence and 
luxury, their profufion of food, and their vaft 
variety and quantity of cloth, do not exift in 
the Marquefas: but the inhabitants have a com
p::tence; they are all equal among themfelves ; 
they are aCtive, very healthy, and beautifully 
made; there is nothing which can make them 
unhappy, by debarring them the means of o-
beying nature's voice. The Taheitians have 
more comforts and conveniencies; they have 
pErhaps [uperior ikill in the arts, and thefe 
things give them a greater reliih for the enjoy-
ment of life; but to balance thefe advantages, 
they are no longer upon a level; one part lives 

by 
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177.1-. by .the labours.of the ?ther, and difeafes already 
APRIL. walt upon their e:xceJles. 

'---y--J . 

---Sciiicet improb::e 
Cre[cunt diviti::e, tamen 
Curta'! nefcio quid [emper abe£!: rei. Hot. 

The fruits and frefh meat which we obtained 
at the Marquefas, may be confidered as the 
Brft reftoratives after a cruize of four mO:1tlis 
and a half; during which we vifited the frozen 
zooe to 7 I deg. and the torrid to 9} deg. S. 
latitude. The fmall fupply of potatoes at Eafter 
Wand was only a medicine, which providential:y 
ftopped the rapid progrefs of various difeafes on 
board, but could not prevent their return, when 
we approached the tonij zone, whofe aCtive 
heat fet our ftagnant and putrid blood into a 
fiate of fermentation. The wan look of all on 
board fufficieotly proved, that our meeting with 
the Marque[as prevented a fatal and general at
tack of noxious diftempers, which would have 
found us an eary prey, and might, in a fhort 
[pace of time, have made great havocl;;: in our 
!hip. It mnft be allowed, at the fame time, 
that, as far as human art, and a humane benefi
cent dirpofltion will go, our worthy furgeon, 
Mr. Patton, took the beft precautions pomble 
to p're[erve the healths of all Oil board, by [ug
geftJOg the proper methods to captain Cook, 
and by watching over us with unremitted aflldu
ity. I will venture to affirm, that it is to him 
~!one, under Providence, that many of us are 
mde:b:ed for our lives; and that his country 
owes him the preiervation of thofe valuable and 
nfeful members of the commonwealth who , 
were rent out on this dangerous exoedition. 
G~'eat commendations are likewife du~ to cap
tam Cook, who left no experiment untried which 

was 
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was propofed to him, and which feemed to pro- '774· 
mife fuccefs; The fate of the voyage depended ~ 
upon the health of the crew, and he had the 
more merit in taking his meafures agreeably to 
this reflection, fince, however obvious it may 
feem, it. has feldom guided other naval comman-
ders. 

The iliort ftay at the Marquefas had not 
been fufficien t to reftore our patients to perfeCt 
health, and thofe who had the bilious cholic 
were rather worfe than before, having ventured 
to eat flatulent fruits, which were extremely 
dangerous in a weak ftomach. Captain Cook 
himfelf was far from being recovered; for though 
he had experienced the bad effects of expofing 
himfelf to the burning rays of the fun at Eafter 
Wand, he had been active all the time, in pur
chafing provifions, and fuperintending his peo
ple on (hore. The effort which I had made in 
climbing the mountain, had likewife been too 
violent for my precarious ftate of health, and 
threw me into a dangerous bilious diforder, 
which was the more mortifying, as it happened 
juft at a time, when the fcene for my occupati
ons \:Vas to open. 

We fteered S. S. W. from St Chriftina,c and 
afterwards changed the courfe to S. W. and W. 
+ S. bringing to, every night, for greater fafety. 
as we were now very near the archipelago of 
low if1ands, which had always been looked upon 
as a very intricate part of the Pacific Ocean. 
The Dutch navigators, in' particular, have given 
an unfavourable idea of it; for Schouten calls 
it the Bad Sea, and Roggewein the Labyrinth. 
The latter loft one of his iliips, the African Gal
ley, on a low iGand, which, from that unfor
tunate accident, he called Pernicious Wand. 
This circumftance having happened within the 

memory 
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1774-. memory of man, is known among the Socicty 
APRlL. mes; from wbence we may conal.u~e, thatrPer..; 

'---y--J nicious H1and cannot be at a great ddhnce Hom 

that group. . 
Sunday On the 17th we di(cove~ed a low li1and.' about 
17. ten o'clock in the mornmg, and commg up 

with it about noon, we were convinced, from 
tbe per[picuity of Mr. Byr?n's de(crip:ion, that 
it was the eaftermoft of Kmg George s Wands, 
We were alio confirmed in this belief towards 
nigbt, when we perceived the other ifland; 
which he comprehended under that name. The 
iOand before us was extremely low and fandy, 
and formed an elliptic rocky ledge, no lefs than 
fix leagues in its longefl: diameter, from north 
to fouth. Its latitud;:; is 14° 28' S. and its lon
gitude 1440 Sf/ \;V. From fpace to fpace it 
was covered with coco-nut trees in great num
bers, which had a pleafing airy look. Various 
trees and {hrubberies. fometimes concealed the 
fh:ms of thefe palms to a great part of their 
height, but their beautiful crowns always tow
ered above the reft. The intervals between 
thefe green (pots were fo low, that the fea wafh
ed over them into the lagoon within. The :fI:ill
nefs of the water, confined by the ledge of rocks, 
and its milky hue where itwas {hallow, contrafted 
very agreeably with the ruilled ituface of the be
rylline unfathomable ocean. We failed clofe along 
the weftern fide of the iOand in the afternoon, and 
obferved the rocks to be tinged with a fme fcar~ 
l~t colour in many places, exactly as Mr. Byron 
h8d found them .. Several canoes failing in the 
lagoon, finokes nfing up between the clumps 
of trees, and armed men of a dark hue I runniwy 

alon/-?; 1l10re, were objeps which greatly en~ 
~:eai~d the .r1ea[ure or the profpect. \Ve 
IIkewJ(e perceIved women retirin a to a remote 

b 

part 
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remote part of the ledge, with bundles on 1774· 
their backs; an evident fign that they expected ~ 
no good ftom our appearance on their coaft. 
Indeed, having had the misfortune to lofe fome 
{;)f their countrymen in oppofing Mr. Byron's 
boats, and having been expelled from their ha-
bitation during a whole day by his people, who 
lived at difcretion on their coco-nuts, it is' not 
furprifing that they fecured their fmall po!feilion~ 
againft the invafion of people who looked fo like 
their enemies. Towards the S. W. end of the 
il1and we perceived the pa!fage into the lagoon, 
which Mr. Byron mentions, and fent a boat to 
found in its entrance, becaufe at that time we 
were not yet acquainted with his ill fuccefs in 
the fame attempt. Our people found a bottom 
of lharp corals, which made it impracticable for 
the lhip to anchor. The natives, who were af-
fembled in arms on the north point of the paf-
fage, behaved very quietly, and brought fome 
coco-nuts, which were exchanged for nails. 
Upon this information, another boat was hoifted 
out, and both fent to the lhore again, in order 
to trade with the natives, and to efface the finii: 
ter ideas which they feemed to have conceived of 
us at firft. My father, Dr. Sparrman, and my-
(elf were of the party; though I was extremely 
ill of a bilious complaint. We landed without 
'any oppofition, and immediately mixed among 
the natives, of whom there feemed to be about 
fifty or fixty. They were all a fet of ftout men, 
of a dark brown, and had fome punctures on 
the breaft, belly, and hands, chiefly in imitation.. 
of fillies, which furnilh II great part of their 
food. Their features were not difagreeable, 
out more wild than thofe of 'the natives of al-l 
the high.iflands about them. They went per-
fectly naked, having only a very [mall piece of 

VOL. II. D cloth 
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1774. cloth about their loins. Their women did n.ot 
APRIL. come near us; but thofe whom we faw at a dlf-

'--v--J tance had the fame colour as the men, and their 
piece of cloth was enlarged to the fize of a fuort 
apron. The hair and beards were generally
black and curling, but fometimes cut; h~wever 
I took notice of a fingle man, whore hair was 
quite yellowifh at the points, ~s foon as we 
landed they embraced us, touchmg our nofes, 
after the cuftorn of New Zeeland, and began to 
bring coco-nuts and dogs for fale to the boats. 
Mahine, who was with us, purchafed feveral 
dogs for [mall nails, and fome for ri pe bananas, 
which he had brought from the Marquefas. 
Thi:; fruit was much valued by the people of 
the low iiland, who immediately knew it; it 
fhould feern therefore tbat they have fome ac
quaintance with the high iilands, fince bananas 
never grow upon their barren coral-ledges. The 
dogs were not unlike thofe at the Society H1ands, 
but had fine long hair Of a white colour. Ma
hine therefore ~as eager t-o purchafe them, be
caufe that very fort of hair is made ufe of in his 
country to adorn the breaft-plates of the warri
ors. Vie attempted to go direCtly into the 
grove, under which the habitations were fituat
ed; but the natives oppofing it, we advanced 
a~ong the point, picking various plants, and par
t~cularly a fcurvy-grafs, which was common, and 
feemed to be very wholefome. The natives 
fh.ewed us that they bruifed this plant, mixed it 
with !hell-fiill, an'd threw it into the fea where
ever they p:!rceive a fuoal of fifhes. This food 
intOxicates them for fome time, and thus they 
are caught on the fur~ace, without any other 
tro~ble than ~hat of ta~lllg them up. The .\lame 
wll1ch. the~ give to thiS ufeful plant is c';'Now. 
We hkewlfe met with plenty of purilane, re-

fembling 
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fembling the common fort, which the natives 1774· 
call e-rooree. This plant likewife grows at the APRIL. 

Society Iflands, and is there dreffed under-ground, "-v---J 
and eaten by the people. There were feveral 
forts of trees on this iiland which grow in the 
Society liles, and likewife fome plants which 
we had not feen before. The foil was extreme-
ly fcanty; the foundation confifted of coral, 
very little elevated above the furface of the wa-
ter. On this we found a coarfe white fand, 
mixed with fragments of coral and fhells, and a 
very thin covering of mould. We advanced in-
fenfibly round the point, fo as to come behind 
the habitations, and difcovered another point 
jutting out into the lagoon, and forming a kind 
of Qay, of which the /hore was perfettly cover-
ed with fhrubberies and groves. Between the 
two points the water was very fhallow; and we 
perceived a great body of the natives croffing 
over from the fartheft point, and dragging their 
fpears after them. We immediately retired into 
the thicket, and paffed by the huts, of which 
all the inhabitants were on the beach. Thefe 
huts were very fmall and low, covered with a 
kind of matting of coco-nut branches. We 
only faw fame dogs in them .. Their boat-houfes 
were exactly of the fame materials, only a little 
larger. The canoes in them were very fhort. 
but frout; and pointed at both ends, and had a 
Tharp keel. As foon as we came on the beach, 
we mixed among the natives, who were rather 
furprifed to fee us come out of their village. 
We acquainted the lieutenant who commanded 
our boats with the hofrile appearances we had 
feen, upon which our people were' upon their 
guard, and prepared to reimbark. ln the mean 
time Mahineaffifted us in converfing with the 
natives, who told us that they had a chief or 

D 2 areekee, 
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1774. areekee, and that they called their ifland TEou~ 
APRn •. K E A. Their languaglZ, upon the. ~hole., ap-
~ proached very much to .th~ Taheltlan dIalect,. 

except that their pronuncIatIOn was more coarCe 
and guttural. The reinforcemen.t now began to 
appear in the bu{hes, armed With long c1qbs, 
or round i11brt {taves, and [pears, [orne fourteen 
feet, fame nine feet long, pointed with the jag
ged tail of the fting-ray. ~ e therefore ftepped 
into our boats, but the natIves crouded about 
them, and [eemed in doubt whether they iliould 
detain us or not; however, as our retreat had 
been too early for their [cherne, they appeared 
contented with our departure, and aiIifted us in 
pu{hing off the boats. Some threw fmall ftones 
into the water near us, and all [eemed to glory 
in having, as it were, frightened ns off. They 
all talked a great deal, and very loud, after we 
were gone, and at laft feated themfelves along 
the beach, in the {hade of the trees. Vve were 
no fooner on board, and had re<.:,ited our ad,ven
tures, than the captain ordered four or five can
non-ibot to be fired over their heads, and il1to 
the fea before them, to !hew what he could do. 
Thefeballs, and efpecially the laft, terrified 
them [0 much, that they all ran away from this, 
point with the greateft precipitation. The num
ber of. coco-nuts which we obtained among 
them dId not amount to more than thirty, and 
the dogs ~e:e about ~ve. Mr. Byron fonnd 
wells on thIS I{]and, whIch, though they afford
ed b~t a {mall quantity of fre{]1 water, may be 
fufficlent to fupply the few inhabitants with this 
n~ceifary el.ement. That navigator likewife met 
Wlt}1 burytng-places of fione, in the grove, 
":,,hlch ha~e a very great affinity with the Tahei~ 
tlan marais. The offerings of animal and ve.
getable food, hung on the branches of trees 

around 
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:rround thefe cemeteries,ftrengthen that fimilarity. 1774. 
There is rea/on to believe, from this circum- APRIL. 

fiance, as well as from the form, manners, and "--v---' 
language of the people, that they are very near-
ly allied to the bappil:r inbabitants of the moun-
tainous iiles in the neighbourhood. The great 
lagoons within their circular iilands are probably 
plentiful reiervoirs of fiib, from whence they 
are fupplied with conftant food. The fandy 
barren· part of their ledges' is a fit place npf)n 
which turtles may depoGt their eggs; and it ap-
pears from the fragments found by the Dolphin's 
people, that they knew bow to catch tbefe large 
creatures, whofe nutritive Belli and ibell muft 
be a delicious treat to them. The few plants 
which thrive about them are very ufeful, anel 
furnilli them with the means of facilitating the 
capture of fi/h; fame trees are fo large tbat th~ir 
trunks may be ufed for canoes, and tbeir br::tDch-
es for weapons and tools. Tbe coco-palm, which 
is the principal fupport of many nations on th~ 
globe, is likewife of infinite fervice to them, 
and almoft every part of it is ufeful. The nuts 
which it bears, wbilft they are green, contain. 
from a pint to a quart of limpid liquor, which 
bas a very pleafant fweetneiS, joined to a pecll-
liar agreeable flavour; its coolnefs and integrant 
particles, dQubtle[c:;, make it a moft delicious 
draught? powerful beyond comparifon in quench-
ing thirft in a hot climate. vVhen the nut grows 
older, the kernel forms, which is at firft like a 
rich cream~ and afterwards grows firm and very 
oily, like an almond, being extremely nutriti-
ous. The oil is frequently e:}tpre{fed, and em-
ployed to anoint the hair and the whole body, at 
certain times. The hard fbell provides the na-
tives with cups; and the fibrous coating round 
it affords all kinds of cordage, which are ftrong~ 

e1afiic, 
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1774. elaltic and not much impaired by conftant uee. 
AplUL. Scver~l articles of Indian houfehold furniture, 

(---v---> and feveral forts of ornaments are made with it. 
The long feathered leaves or branches', which 
fpr~ad from the top of the fiem, are. fit cover
ings for their hou[es; and when plaIted, make 
good bafkets for provifions: The inne~ bark 
yields a kind o~ cloth, fufficlent for c.ovenng the 
body in a hot clImate; and the ftem ufelf, when 
grown too old to bear, is at leaft fit to be ufed 
in the conltrucrion of a hut, or may make the 
malt of a canoe. But befides £lib and vegetable 
food, they have a]fo dogs, which live upon fifh, 
and are reckoned excellent meat by the natives 
of the Society Iflands, to whom they are known. 
Thus Providence, in its wife difpenfations, made 
even thefe infignificant narrow ledges rich enough 
in the produCtions of nature, to [I,lpply a. whole 
race of men with the neceifaries of life. And 
here we cannot but expre[s our admiration, that 
the minuteft agents are fubfervient to the pur
pores of the Almighty Creato.\". The coral is. 
known to be the fabrick of a little worm, which 
enlarges its houfe, in proportion as its own bulk 
encreafes. This little creature, which has fcaree 
fen.fa[ion enough to diftinguiib it from a plant, 
bUIlds up a rocky ftrucrure from the bottom of a 
[ea too deep to be meaftued by human art, til! 
It reaches the furface, and offers a firm bafis for 
the refidence of man! The nllmber of thefe 
low iDands is very great, and we are far from, 
being acquainted with them all. 1n the whole 
e::ctent of the Pacific Ocean, between the tro
PlCS, they are to be met with; however, they 
are remarkably frequent for the fpace of ten or 
fifteen degre~s to the eaftward of the SOGiety 
lf1an~s. ~lroS, Schouten, Roggewein, Byron, 
Wal1u:;, Carteret? Eougainville, and Cook: have 

,- eaGh 
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each met with new ifiands in their difterent 1774· 
courfes; and what is moft remarkable, they APRIL. 

have found them inhabited at the diftance of"--v--l 
two hundred and forty leagues to the eaft of 
Taheitee. Nothing is more probable than that 
on every ne\)J trade other ifiands of this kind 
will ftill be met with, and particularly between 
the 16th and 17th degree of S. latitude, no na-
vigator having hitherto nm down on tbat pa- . 
ralle! towards the Society Wands .. It remains a 
fubjeC\: worthy the inveftigation of philofophers, 
to coniider from what probable principles thefe 
ifiands are fo extremely numerous, and form fo 
great an archipelago to windward of the Society 
mands, whilft they are only fcattered at conii-
derable diftances beyond that group of moun-
tainous ifiands? It is true, there is another archi-
pelago of coral ledges far to the weft ward ; I 
mean the Friendly Wands; but thefe are of 
a different nature, and appear to be of a much 
older date; they occupy more fpace, and have 
a greater quantity of foil, on which all the ve-
getable productions of the higher lands may be 
raifed. 

After leaving Teoukea we flood off and on Mond. 18. 
during night, and then continued our courfe be-
yond theacljacent ifiand, which is comprehend-
ed under Mr. Byron's appellation of King 
George's mands. It--tefembled Teoukea per-
fectly, and only feemed to be larger. Its length 
from N. to S. appeared to be near eight leagues, 
and the breadth of its lagoon five or'fix miles. 
It had numerous clumps of bullies and trees, 
and was adorned with a great number of coco-
nut palms. . 

The next morning, at.eight o'clock, we de- TueC 1) 

[cried another ifiand of the fame nature, but 
which we fuppofe had not been feen before. 

Towarqs 
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1774. Towards noon another appeared to the weftward~ 
APRIL. which we coafted all the afternoon. It was about 

'--v--' eight leagues long, and full of people, ~ho ra.n. 
alono- the {bore with very long {pears In thea" 
hand~. The lagoon within was very fpaciolls, 
and {everal canoes {ailed about upon it. It ap
pears to me, that the moft elevated and richeft 
fpots on the coral ledges, are generally to lee
·ward lheltered from the violence of the fiuf.. 
In tl;is rea, however, there are feldom fuch vio
lent ftorms, as might make thefe illes uncom
fortable places of abode; and when the weather 
is fair, it mutl: be very pleafant failing on the 
{mooth water in the lagoon, whilft the ocean 
without is. difagreeably agitated. A third new 
illand was feen in the evening, which we left 

Wedn. 20. the neXt morning, after we had lain to all night~ 
This group captain Cook called Pallifer's Iflands; 
they are fituated in about 15~ 36' S. latitude~ 
and 146030' W.longitude. The northernmoft 
of thefe illands feem to be the Pernicious lflands 
on which Roggewein loft the African galley. 
As Mr. Byron found a boat's. rudder on Teou· 
kea, which is at a {bort diftance from there ifles, 
t~al circumftance [erves to confirm my fuppofi
non *. 

We n.ow fteered to the S. W. being dear of 
the 10~-lfla~ds, and continued ftanding on, the 
follOWing lllght, towards the ifland of Taheitee. 
The general fatisfacl:ion which this ~-ourfe gave 
~o all on board can fcarcely be defcribed. Af
lured of the good difpofiti0n of the inhabitants~ 
we could look: upon this iiland as our fecond 
/JOme .. Our lick hadJome hopes of recovery, 
?y ~avmg an opportumty of walking or refting 
lil lts cool {hades, and by ufing the light falu. 

briOlls 

.. See HawkefwQrth, va!.!. 



R 0 U N D THE W 0 R L.D, 

brious diet of the iflanders. The reft expected 1774· 
to acquire new ftrength and vigour, to enable APRIL. 

them to encounter thofe perils and hardfhips '--v---J 
which were yet in referve for them. The cap-

- lain was fure of meeting with that abundance of 
-~refretbments, which would enable him to bring 

the: voyage to a happy conclufion; the afrrono
tner- longed to fix an obfervatory on tbore, in 
order to determine the rate of going of the time
keeper, which had not been fettled fince our de
parture from New Zeeland; and we were not 
lefs defirous of returning to this ifland, in order 
to complete, in fome meafure, a botanical col
leCtion, which our iliort fray in the winter fearoD 
had left but too imperfeCt. 

Our friend Mahine was perhaps more anxious 
than -us all to fee Taheitee, which he had never 
vifited, though many of his relations and friends 
refided there. As the natives of the Society 
If1ands allow it the firft rank in affluence and 
power; and as we had frequently cenfirmed this 
teftimony to hiqI, his curiofity was fo much the 
greater. But he had other motives which prompt
ed him to willi himfelf there. He had colleCted 
a confiderable number of curiofities, which he 
was well convinced would give him weight 
among his countrymen; and he had acquired 
fuch a variety of new ideas, and feen fo many 
difrant and unknown countries, that he was per
fuaded he would attraa and demand their atten
tion. The profpeCt of being courted by every 
body, and the idea of diftinguifhing himfelf by 
his intimacy wiili us, by his acquaintance with 
our ITlanners, and above all, by making ufe of 
our fire arms for his diverfion, gave him infinite 
pleafure. It is not to be doubted, that it was 
inhanced by the hope of being ferviceable t-o all 
his {hipmates, whom he loved with the fincereft 

affeCtion, 



A VOYAGE 

1774. affection, and by whom he was generally efreem. 
APRIL. ed in return. . 

'--v--J We difcovered land about ten o'clock the 
Thurf.zl. next morning, which in a few hours afterwards 

we knew to be part of Taheitee. We frood to
wards it all the day, but could not reach it be
fore it became dark, and were therefore obl'iged 
to ftay out another nig.ht. Every perf?n o~ board 
gazed continually at this queen of troplcal Iflands j 

and though I was extremely ill of my bilious 
diforder, I crawled on deck, and fixed my eyes 
with great eagernefs upon it, as upon a place 
where I hoped my pains would ceafe. Early in 

Friday 22.the morning I awoke, and was as much fur
prifed at the beauty of the profpeCt, as if I had 
never beheld it before. It was indeed infinitelY 
more beautiful at prefent, than it had been eight 
months ago, owing to the difference of the fea
fon. The forefts on the mountains were all 
clad in frefh foliage, and gloried in many varie~ 
gated hues; and even the lower hills were not 
entirely deftitute of pleafing fpots, and covered 
with herbage. But the plains, above all, fhone 
forth in the greateft luxuriance of colours, the 
brighteft tints of verdure being profufeIy lavilb
ed upon their fertile groves; in iliort, the whole 
called to our mind the defcription of Calypfo's 
enchanted ifland. 

With fuch a landfcape before us, it cannot be 
doubted, ~ut that our eyes were continually 
fi?,e.d up?n It. We had the farther pleaflue to 
dlftmgUlfh every well-known fpot as we failed 
aI~.ng. At Iaft the beautiful fcenery of Mata
val ?pened to our view in all its grandeur; and 
we directed our courfe into the bay from whence 
we had failed near eight months b~fore. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. VI. 

An account of our Jecond vijit to the ijland of· 
o-'Taheitee. 

Ille terrarum mihi prleter omnes 
Angulus ridet Holt. 
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WE were no fooner difcovered from the 1774· 
fuare, than feveral canoes put off to welcome APRIL. 

us with prefents of fruit. Among the firft who~ 
came on board, were two young men of fome 
note, whom we immediately invited into the 
cabin, where they were made acquainted with 
Mahine. The politenefs of the nation required 
that they thould make him a prefent of cloth-
ing; accordingly they took off their own upper 
garments, which were of the beft fort, and put 
them on him. Fie gratified them in return with 
a fight of his rarities, and made them a prefent 
of a few red feathers, which they valued very 
highly. 

At eight o'clock in the morning we dropped 
an anchor in Matava'i bay, and were furround
ed prefently after by a whole fleet of canoes, 
in which our old friends brought us fifh, bread
fruit, apples, coco-nuts, and bananas, all which 
they fold at low rates with the greateft readinefs. 
Their fith were mullets and bonitos, which they 
brought perfeCtly alive in a kind of trough, 
fixed between the two hulls of a double canoe, 
and provided with wicker-work at both ends, 
where the water freely entered. 

Some 
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'774. Some tents were now eftablilhed once more 

APRIL. on Point Venus, for the purpore of makinfj 
'--v-I aihonomical obfervations, as for the canvem

ence of trading. wooding, and watering. The 
captain, Dr. Sparrma{1, and my fathe~ went 
on fuore, whilft I reniained on board fo III that 
1 could fcarcely crawl about. I am~fed .myfelf, 
however, in trading out of the cabm wmdow?, 
and by ~ba.t means collected a number of c~n
ous fifh, whilfl: they brought home nothmg 
new from their excurfion. They had found 
the appearance of the whol~ country much in:-' 
proved; the verdure·luxunant, many. trees ftill 
loaded with fruit; the brooks full of water, 
and a great number of new hou[es built. Ma
hine, who went on 1hore "with them, did not 
return at night, having found feveral of his r~ 
lations, and panicularly a fifter, named Teloa, 
one of the pretti eft women on the whole ifland, 
who was married to a tall, well-mad,e man, call~ 
ed NOQna, of the better cIafs of people, and na
tive of Raie~ea. His houfe was very large, and 
near our tents) being only about a hundred 
yards beyond the river. Mahine had laid afide 
his Europ~an cloaths before he went on fu.ore, 
and put on the elegant new dreiTes his friends 
had brought him, with a degree of pleafure and 
eagernefs, in which a natural predilection for 
the manners of his country was very confpicu
ous: ~here ~re many inftances among different' 
~atIo~s m an Imperfect fiate of civilization, and 
llkewlfe among favages, that the force of "habit 
produces this effect. It is no wonder that a na
t!ve of: the Society H1~s 1hould prefer the happy 
lIfe, .the wholefome dIet, and the fimple dre[s 
of IllS countrymen, to the canftant agitation, 
the naufeous food, and the coarre aukwatd gar
ments of a ret of feafaring Europeans; when we 

have 
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have feen Efkimaux return with the utmoft ar- 1774· 
dour to their own defolate country, to greafy APRIL. 

feal-fkins, and rancid train-oil, after having "---v--J 
been entertained with ii.lbftantial viands, the 
pomp of drefs, and the magnificenc~ of Lon
dbn.Mahine had indeed found the happinefs 
and pleafure which he had expeCted. He was 
courted and looked upon as a prodigy by all 
the Taheitians who faw him; he was feafted 
with their choiceft meats, he received feveral 
changes of drefs, and revelled among the 
nymphs of the land. Senfible to pleafure, like 
all the children of nature, but debarred the 
fight of his pretty countrywoinen for a. long 
while, and perhaps tinctured with a double re-
lifh far fenfuality by his acquaintance with 
failors, the facility of gratifying l every wiil} 
had endeared the countty i to him, and capti-
vated him more than any thing eire. Befides 
there incitements, the 1bip, in a warm climate. 
was but an uncamrortable abod¢ at night. 
There he would have been pent up in a narrow~ 
clofe, ill-fcented. cabin; whereas on the fhore 
he breathed a pure air, deIiciouDy perfumed by' 
the exhalations of fragrant flowers, and waS 
continually fanned by a cooling gentle land-
wind, exactly like yoUtlg Zephyr, who has 
fueh great obligation to the poets. Whatever 
~he exalted degree .of plea[ure might be, which 

.:fell to the fhare of the happy Maliine, there 
were thofe on board who thought their fituarioh 
worthy of envy. Immediately on the firft even
ing feveral women came on board, and the ex
ceffes of the night were incredible. I have al
ready obferved before, that the women who 
made a praCtice of this intercour(e were all of 
the common or loweft cla[s, and I fhall only 
add at pre[ent, that they were the [arne who 

had 
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1774. had been fo liberal of thC'ir favours during our 

APRIL. firft ftay at this ifland. It is theref~re obvious, 
'-v--' that the proftitutes are only a particular fet a

mong the reft, and that the cu~om is far from 
being fo general as.hath been hitherto fuppofed, 
on the faith of other accounts. It would be 
fingularly abfurd, if o-Ma·j. we.re to report !o 
his countrymen, that chaftlty IS not known In 

England, becau[e he did not find the ladies cru· 
el in the Strand. 

Satur.23' The next day we had delightful weather, and 
a great number of natives came on board. 1 
ventured to go on !bore to the tents in the fore
noon, but after walking about thirty yards, I 
was obliged to turn back and fit down, in or
der to prevent my fainting away. The fine 
apples, which the natives brought for fale, look
ed fo extremely tempting, that I ventured to 
tranfgrefs the pofitive order of the phyfician, 
and having regaled myfelf with one of them, re· 
turned on board immediately. Not lefs than 
fifty large bonitos had been purchafedby our 
people during my !bort ftay on !bore, for fpike
nails and knives; and befides thefe we had ob
tained fuch a quantity of fruit, that we were 
enabled to ferve it out in plentiful portions. ..At 
my return I found a native in irons, who had 
already taken an opportunity to pilfer fome 
nails in the !bip. Several of the better fort of 
people interceded very ftrongly, and prefented 
a number of bonitos, in order to procure his 
rele~[e. There were accepted, and he was fet 
at hberty, With a warning not to prat'tife the 
[arne tricks again. 

The women wh? had paffed the firft night 
on board retu.rned III the evening, and feveral 
o:hers came WIth th~m; fo that every failor had 
hiS partner. The ll1ght was very. fair and moon· 

light, 
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light, and being dedicated to St. George, the 1774. 
tutelar faint of England, the pleafures of Ve- APRiL. 

nus were joined to the ufual orgies of the fefti- "-v--J 
val. 

Dr. Sparrman and my father had been on 
fuore the whole day, and returned after funfet. 
They had walked acrofs One-tree-hill into the 
province of Parre. There they met with Too
tahah's mother, and Happa"i,the father of the 
king, to whom they made fome fmall prefents. 
They were likewife accofted by a native there, 
who did them feveral good offices, and particu-
1y fwam a confiderable way in a pond where 
they had fuot fome wild-ducks. They conti
nued marching to the weft ward at leaft ten miles 

. from Point Venus to their new friend's dwel
ling. He prepared them a very good meal of 
fruit, and baked them a rich and moft delicious 
kind of pudding, which is made of the kernel 
of coco-nuts and eddy-roots, fcraped very fmall, 
and mixed together. The trees about his hut 
furni/hed him with abundance of fre/h coco
nuts, of which he offered a great number to 
his guefts. After dinner he prefented them with 
a perfumed drefs of the beft fort, and attended 
them back again with a quantity of fruit, which 
remained untouched. He flept that night on 
board, and went away the next morning highly 
delighted with fevefal knives, nails, and beads. 
As they returned they came near the king's 
haufe, and there faw the two goats which cap
tain Furneaux had prefented to him. The /he
goat had brought two kids foon after our depar
ture, which were alm01l: full-grown. The whole 
breed was in excellent order, extremely fleek 
and well fed, and their hair as foft as filk. If 
the natives continue to take the fame care of 
them, they will thortly be able to turn them 

wild 
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1774. wild on the mountains, where they would pro-' 
APRIL. pagate prodigioufiy, and afford them a new and 

'--v--J moft valuable article of food. 
Sund. 24. The next morning ~ found myfelf greatly te

lieved by the apple ~hlch I had eaten;. and cal?
tain Cook, who ftlll had fome remams of Ins 
bilious complaint; had felt the fame effect from 
the uie of this excellent fruit. We continued 
therefore to eat it; and tecommended it to all 
the bilious patients. Our recovery in canCe
quence was much quicker than we had any rea
fon to expeCt, and in a few days rio other 
fymptom than a night weaknefs remained. ..: 

A number of chiefs came on board this day 
with large hogs, and canoes loaded with fruit, 
all which were purchafed for iron ware. Towards 
noon, the king, 0-Too, with his fifter Towral, 
and his brother came on board, though it had 
rained juft before. They brought a prefent of 
feventl hogs to captain Cook, and the king 
feemed to have entirely laid alide that diftruft, 
which had fo frrongly charaCl:erifed him before. 
They received fome hatchets; but the principal 
thing for which they enquired were red parroes 
feathers, which they called oora. The accounts 
of Mahine, and the little prefents of this preci
ous plumage which he had made to his, friends, 
had given rife to this enquiry. We immediate
ly fearched all our collections from the Friendly 
lllands, and, found a confiderable quantity, 
which we did not think proper to thow all at 
once. O-Too and his fifter were gratified with 
a fight of a part of our riches, at which they 
feemed perfectly amazed and delighted. I hav~ 
afrea.dy mentloned, when I [poke of purchafing 
thefe feathers, that fome were glued on a piece 
of cloth clofe to each othe.r, and [orne were diC
perCed on ftars of coco-nut core wrought in fret-

work. 
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work. Our royal guefts received a fmall por- 1774· 
tion of the firft fort, about the fize of two APRIL. 

fingers, beGdes a ftar or two; with which, for ~ 
the prefent; they went away contented, as i,t 
feemed, beyond their warmeft hopes. Thefe 
red feathers, with which they ornament the 
orefs of their warriors, and which perhaps are 
made ufe of on fame other folemn occaGons, are 
valued at an incredible rate in this Wand, and 
~learly prove the exiftence of a great degree of 
IU:l\ury among the natives. 
. On the next day we had a. number of vifits Mond. ~s' 
from different chiefs, amongft whom was our 
friend Potatow, his wife Whainee-ow, and his 
former wife Polatehera, whom the fame of our 
great riches of red feathers had reached. They 
brought with them numbers of hogs, many of 
which were exchanged with the utmoft avidity 
for fmall pieces of cloth covered with red fea-
thers. The difference between the prefent opu.;. 
lence of thefe Wanders, and their fituation eight 
months before, was very aftoniibing to us. It 
was with the utmoft difficulty that we had been 
?ble to purchafe a few hogs during our firft ftay, 
having been obliged to look upon it as a great 
favour, when the king or chief parted with one 
of thefe animals. At preCent our decks were fo 
crouded with them, that we were obliged to 
make a hog-frye on fuore, We concluded, 
therefore, that they were now entirely recover-
ed from the blow which they had received in 
their late unfortunate war with the leller penin-
fula, and of which they ftill felt the bad effeCts 
at our vifit in Auguft 1773. In the morning 
we had continual hard !howers, and fuch vio~ 
lent thunder and lightning, that,' for the fake 
of greater fafety, a copper chain was fixed to 
the maintop-gallant-maft-head. Juft as a failor 

VOL. n. E \-vas 
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1774. was clearina it of the llirouds, and had throwIT 
Ap RIL. the end ov~r board, a terrible Balli of lightning 

'--v---' appeared exactly over the !hip, and the flame 
was feen to run down along the whole length of 
the chain. A tremendous thunder-clap inftan
taneoufly followed, which fhook the whole (hip, 
to the no fmall furprize of both the Europeans 
and Taheitians on board. However we happily 
fuffered not the leaft damage from this explofion. 
This circumftance confirms the great ufe of the 
eleCtrical chain, which had been fo clearly 
proved at Batavia, while captain Cook lay there 
in the Endeavour. * 

The rain did not abate till the evening, when 
the fhowers ~cal11e intermittent, and entirely 

Tuer. 26. ceafed the next morning. The £lrft intelli-
gence which we received from our tents was, 
that feveral waiftcoats and blankets belonging 
to the captain had been ftolen by the natives~ 
from the man who was wafhing them~ The 
captain embarked therefore about ten o'clock, 
in order to vifit 0-Too, by whofe help he hoped 
to recover his bed-cloaths. I was now fo well 
recovered, that I ventured to accompanv him 
in the boat, with my father, Dr. Spar~man,. 
and fome others. When we approached 0-
Farre, we beIJeld one of the moft magnificent 
fights which it is poHible to be entertained with 
in the Somh Sea. This was a very numerous 
fr;:et of great war-canoes, lying arranged along 
the fhore) completely fitted out and manned 
with rowers and \van;ors, drefiel in their robes, 
targets, and towering helmets. The fhores were 

" linedwirh cmuds of people, and a kind of 
[olemn filence prevailed among them. We 
landed, and were met by Tee, one of the 

king's 

"Sec HawHwGrth's Compilatiol1, vol. III. p. 712• 
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~tng's undes, who was going to lead captaiI1 1774-· 
~ook. into the country, when the commander ~ 
III duef of the fleet ftepped on {hare and met 
them. At fight of him the common people ex· 
daimed, "Towhah is coming," and made 
room for him with a degree of veneration which 
furprifed us. The chief advanced to captain 
Cook, and taking him by the hand, called him 
his friend, and defired him to ftep into hisca~ 
noe. It appeared to us at that time that Tee 
was uneafy, and did not approve of captain 
Cook's going with Towhah; therefore, when 
We were juft abreaft of his canoe, which was 
bne of the largeft, the captain ftopped !hort,. 
and refufed to go on. board. Towhah left him 
very coolly, and, to all appearance hurt at the 
refufaI, ftepped into one of the canoes. We 
then walked down along the whole range of 
velTels, whofe prows were turned to the {hare. 
All our former· ideas of the power and affluence 
of this ifland were fo greatly fiupaffed by this 
magnificent [cene, that we were perfeCtly left 
in admiration. We counted no lefs than one 
hundred and fifty-nine great double war-canoes, 
from fifty to ninety feet long betwixt item and 
ftem. When we confider the imperfect tools 
which thefe people are poffeffed of, we can ne-
ver fufficiently admire the patiente and labour 
with which they have cut down huge trees1 

dubbed the plank, made them perfectly [mooth, 
and at lail: brought thefe unwieldy veifels to the 
great degree of perfection in which we faw them. 
A hatchet, or, properly, an adze of ilone, a 
chiffel, and a piece of coraJ, are their tools, 
to which they only add the rough ikin of a ray, 
when they [mooth or poli!h their timber. All 
thefe canoes are double, that is, two joined to-
gether; fide by fide, by fifteen or eighteen 

E 2 fhong 
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1774. ftrong tranfverfe timbers, which fometimes p.ro;. 
Ap RID •• jed: a great way beyond both the hulls, bemg 
~'from twelve to four and twenty feet in length;. 

and about three feet and a half afundel'. When 
they are fo long, they make a platform, fiftYl 
~xty, or feventy feet in length. On the out
fide of each canoe there are, in that cafe, two· 
or three longitudinal fpars, and between· the two 
connected canoes one fpar is fixed to the tranf~ 
ve~fe beams. The heads and frerns were raifed 
feveral feet out of the water,- particularly the 
latter, which i'1;;ood up like long beaks, fome~ 
times near twenty feet high, and were cut into 
various fhapes. A white piece of doth was 
commonly fixed between, the two beaks of each 
double e3n0e, in lieu of an enfign,.. and the 
wind fwelled it out like a fail. Some had ljke~ 
wife a ftriped cloth, with various red chequersy 

which, as we afterwards learned, were the 
marks of the divifions under the different com
manders. At the head there was a talL pillar of 
carved-work, on the top of which fl:ood' the n
gme of a man, or rather of an urchin, whofe 
face was commonly fhaded by a board like a 
bonnet, and fometimes painted red with ochre. 
Thefe pillars were generally covered with 
bunches of black feathers, and long ftreamer!3 
ef feathers bung from them. The gunwale of 
the. canoes was commoFlly two or three feet 
above the water, but not always formed in the. 
fame manner; for h)me had flat bottoms; and 
fides nearly perpendicular llpon them, whilft 
others were bow-fided, with a illarp keel, like 
the fection drawn in captain Cook's firft voy
age'" A flghting ilage was erected towards
th<:r- head of the boat, and refred on pillars from 

four, 

.,,' See Hawkhvorth, vol. n: p. 2<;, 
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f'Our to fix feet high, generally ornamented with 1774· 

. Th· ll. d d b d I fa K I L. carvmg. ' IS 'llage eKten -e ' . eyon .' t 1e ....--......--J 
whole breath of the double canoe, and was 
from twenty to twenfy-four feet long, and 
:about eight or ten feet wide. The rowers [at 
ln the canoe, m under the fighting ftage on 
-the platform, which confifted of the tranfverfe 
beams and longitudinal fpars; (0 that wherever 
:thefecroifed, there was room for oQne man in 
the compartment; Thofe which 'had ·eighteen 
beams, and three IORgitudinal fparson each 
.fide, belides one longitudinal fpar between the 
two canoes, hld confequently no lefs than a 
hundreclm:Id forty-four rowers, befides eight 
men to freer them, four of whom were placed 
in each item. This however was not the cafe 
,with the greateft part of the canoes ~her-e a{fem-
bled, which had no pr~jeCl:ingpJatfo-rms, -and 
where the rowers or paddlers [at in the htills of 
,the ,canoe. The warriors were itationed on 
the fighting ihge, -to the number of fifteen or 
twenty. Their drefsw.as the moft :fin g'L1lar, 
and at the fame time the moft ihewy fight 
in the whole fleet. They had three large and 
ample pieces;0f-cloth, with a hole 'in the mid-
dle, put on one above another. The under
moftand -largefl: was white, the Rext red, and 
the tlppermoft and iliorteft browFl. Their tar-
gets or breaft-plates were made of wicker-work, 
covered with feathers andfuark's teeth, and 
hardly any of the warriors were without them. 
On .the contrary, thofe who wore helmets were 
few in number. Thefe helmets were of an enor-
mous fize, being near five feet high. They 
confiited of a long cylindrical balket of wicker-
work, of which the foremoft half was hid by 
a [emicylinder of a c10fer texture, which becam;:: 
broader towards the top, and there feparated 
fJom the baiket, fo as to come forwards in a 

curve. 
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1774. curve. This frontlet, of the length of four feet~ 
APRIL. was dofely covered with the gloff):- bluifh green 
~ feathers of a fort of pigeon, and WIth an elegant 

border of white plumes. A prodigious number 
of' the 101)0" tail feathers of tropic birds diverged 
from its edges, in a radiant line, rerembling 
that glory at light with which ()ur painters com
monly ornament the heads of angels and faints. 
A large turban of 910lh was required f()r this 
huge unwieldy machine to refl upon; but a~ 
it is intended merely to ftrik-:: the beholder with 
admiration, and can be of no [ervice, the war
riors [oon took it orr, and placed it on the plato; 
furm near them. The principal commanders 
were moreover diftinguifhed by long round tails, 
!Dade of green and yellow feathers, which hung 
pawn on the back, and put us in mind of the 
Turkifh bafhas. Towhah, their admiral, wore 
five of them, to the ends of which [everal ftring~ 
of coco-nut core were added, with a few red 
feathers affixed to them. He had no helmet on, 
but wore a fine turban, which [at very graceful'; 
ly upon his head. He was a man [eemingly 
near uxty years of age, but ex.tremely vigoro~ 
tall, and of a very engaging noble counte~ 
nance. 

Having rea~hed our boat again, we 'rowed 
along under the fterns of the canoes to the end 
of tbe file. In each canoe we took notice of 
yait bundles ofrpears, and long' clubs or battl~~ 
axes. placed upright againft the platform; and 
,every warrior had either a club or [pear in his 
h~,n~. \~ aft heaps of large ftones were likewife 
pikap III every canoe, being their only mifltle 
weapons. Befides the veffels of war which we 
found to conuft of one hundred and fifty-nin~ 
double fanoes, we counted [eventy [maller ca
noes without the ranks~ moft of which were 

. double 
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double likewife, with a roof on the [tern, in- 177+· 
tended for the reception of the chiefs at night, APRIL., 

and as victuallers to the fleet. A few of them ~ 
were feen, on which banana-leaves were very 
confpicuous; and thefe the nati yes told us were 
to receive the killed, and they called tbem e-vaa 
no t' Eatua~ " the canoes of the Divinity." The 
immenfe number of people thus a{fembled to-
getber was, in fact, more furprifing than the 
[plendor of the whole fhew . Upon a very mo-
derate calculation, there could not be lefs than 
fiLeen hundred warriors, and four thoufand pad-
dlers, be fides thofe who were in the provifion-
boats, and the prodigious crouds on the fhore. 

We were at a 10fs to know the meaning of 
this armament, nor could we obtain any informa
tion till we came back to our fhip. The king 
having left O-Parre, and gone into the diftriEt 
of Matavai, we returned on board about noon. 
Thel"e we found many chiefs, and among the 
:reft Potatow, who dined with us, and informed 
11S, that the whole armament was intended againft 
the iQand of Eimeo, of which the chief, a vae
fal of 0-Too, had revolted. Vve learnt at the 
fame time, to our greater furprize, that the fleet 
which we had [een was only the naval force of 
the fingle diftriCt of Atahooroo, and that all the 
other diftritts could furnifh their quota of ve{fels 
in proportion to their fize. This account open
ed our eyes, in regard to the population of the 
ifland, and convinced us in a few moments, that 
it was much more confiderable than we had hi
therto fuppofed. The refult of a moil: moderate 
computation gave us one hundred and twenty 
thoufand per[ons in the two peninfulas of Ta
heitee "'. 

The 

>\l' This calculation was afterwards confirmed to be very 
low, 
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'774, The number of diftricts in both peninfula~ 

APRIL. amounts to forty-three; we affumed at a medi, 
!---v:--J urn, that each could equip only twenty war-ca

noes, and we fuppofed each of thefe to be man"l 
ned only with thirty-five men. 'The fum of 
men em played in the fleet, exclufive of the. at, 
tending boats, would then be no lefs than thirty 
thoufand; .and thefe we aiTume as the fourth part 
of the whole ~ation. What makes this compu
tation fl:ill more moderate is, that we fuppofe 
there thirty thoufand to be the whole number of 
perfons capable of bearing arms, or fit for fer
vice; and that the common proportion of thefe 
men, to the reft of the people, is much [mallet: 
than one fourth, in all the countries of Europe .. 

Captain Cook returned to O-Parre with us in 
the afternoon. The whole fleet had already left 
that di1hict, and the canoes were difperfed; bu~ 
we found o. Too, and were extremely well re, 
,:::eivecJ. He conducted us to feveral of his 
houfes, through a country which perfectly re; 
fempled a garden; !hady fruit-trees, ihrubbe., 
ries with odoriferous flowers, and rivulets en
larged into limpid iheets of water, continually 
varied before the eye. The houfes were all kept 
in the beft order; fame were furrounded with 
walls of reeds, but others were open like the 
ufua! dwellings of the people. We paffed feve
ra! hours in bis company, with fome' of his re, 
l,ations, and principal attendants, who t.aQk every 
method to e:xprefs their friendfhip towards us. 
The converfation, though not yet very coherent, 
~as 11O'~ever extremely lively; and the worn eli 
In particular laughed and chatted with the great .. 

. . . '. eft 

low, when we raw the fleet of the fmalleft diCl:riCl:, which, 
;;mounted to forty-four war-canoes, belides twenty or fiv~ 
;and twenty of a fmaller fize. " .; .. , .' -



R 0 U N D THE W 0 R L D. 57 
.:.dt good humour. We often found them di. 1774· 
",erting each other by playing upon words; and APRIL. 

fometimes we were highly entertained with a '-v--J 
Teal witty Choke, or a humorous [ally. It was 
near {unfer when we departed, after (haring fome 
part of the happinefs which [eems to be [0 na,. 
tural to this favoured iDand. The calm content· 
.ed ftate of the natives; their fimple way of life; 
the beauty of the landfcape; the excellence of 
.the climate; the abundance, [alubrity, and de-
licious tafte of its fruits, were altogether enchant· 
jng, and filled the heart with rapture. Surely 
the fatisfaction which we naturally feel in the 
happinefs of others, is one of the moft delight ... 
fuL fenfations with which the human foul is 
bleffed. 

The next morning the captain and my fatherWedn.27. 
paid another vifit to O-Too at Parre, apd found 
there the admiral of the fleet, Towhah, to whom 
they were introduced by 0-Too him[elf. They 
all came on board before noon, and vifited every 
part of the ihip above and below decks, parti-
cularly to gratifY the curiofity of Towhah, who 
had never [een a ihip before in his life. He paid 
more attention to the multitude of new objects 
pn board, to the ftrength and fize of tbe tim-
bers, mafts, and ropes, than any Taheitian we 
had ever feen, and found our. tackle [Qexceed. 
ingly fuperior to that which is uUlal in his cbun-
try, that he expreffed a willi to poffe[s feveral 
articles, efpecially ~ables and anchors. He was 
now dreffed like the reft of the people in this 
pappy iDand, and naked to the waift, being in 
~he king's prefence. His appearance was fo 
much altered from what it had been the day 
before, that I had fome difficulty to recolleCt 
him. He appeared now very lufty, and had a 
moft portly paunch, which it was impoilibk to 
", ' . difcern 
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1774. difcern under the long fpacious robes of war. 
Ap RIL. His hair was of a nne filvery grey, and his 

'--v---' countenance was the moft engaging and truly 
good-natured which I eyer behel~ in th~fe i11and? 
The king and he ftald and dIDed wI~h us this 
day eating with a very hearty appetIte of all 
tha; was fet before them. 0-Too had entirely 
loft his uneafy, diftruftful air; he feemed to be 
at home, and took a great pleafnre in inftruCl:
ing Towhah in our manners. He taught him to 
make ufe of the knife and fork, to eat faIt to his 
meat, and to drink wine. He himfelf did not 
refuCe to drink a glafs of this generous liquor, 
and joked with Towhah upon its red colour, 
telling him it was blood. The honeft admiral 
having tafted our grog, which is a mixture of 
brandy and water, defired to tafte of the brandy 
by itfelf, which he \ called e val no Bretannel', 
Britifh water, and drank off a fmall glafs full, 
without making a wry face. BOHh he and his 
Taheitian majefty were extremely chearful and 
happy, and appeared to like our way of living, 
and our cookery of their own excellent provifi
ons. They told us that their fleet was intended 
to reduce the rebellious people of Eimeo (or 
York Ii1and) and their Ghief, Te-aree-Tabonooee, 
to obedience, adding, 'that they would make the 
attack in a diftria of that i11and, called Morea. 
Captaitn Cook: propofed, in jeft, to accompany 
them with his ihip, and to fite upon the enemies 
of O-Too, which at firft they fmiled at, and 
approved of; but prefently after they talked 
a~ong themfelves, and then changing their tone, 
{md they could not make ufe of his affiftance, 
being refolved to go out againft Eimeo the fifth 
day after our departure. Whatever might be 
the real motive of this re[olution, it certainly 
was the moil: politic in their fituation. '-TV e were 

too 
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'tOO powerful an ally, not to be formidable even 1774· 
to thofe for whom we !bould fight; and waving APR~L. 
that confideration, it was making the people of'--v--J 
;Eimeo too important, to bring our invincible 
four-pounders againft them; for to thefe only 
would the victory be afcribed, even by the van
qui!bed; and as (oon as we fuould have left the 
Wand, the conquerors would lofe much of that 
importance which they had in the eyes of their 
enemies before the battle. Such a degree of 
contempt might prove fatal to them in the end. 

My father, with Dr. Sparrman, a failor and a Thur(28. 
marine, went on {hore the next day in the after-
poon, with an intent to go upto the fummit of 
the mountains. \iVe had a great number of 
.canoes about us all this time, and in them there 
were always fome chiefs of different diftricrs, who 
~rol1ght on board their hogs, and their moft va-
~uable po£femons, in order to exchange them for 
red feathers, on which they placed an extrava-
gant value .. Thefe feathers produced a great 
1fevolution in the conneCtions which the women 
pad formed with our faifors; and happy was he 
who had laid in a fuf'ficient flock of this ufeful 
.and precio~s merchandize at the Friendly Wands; 
the women €rouded about him, and he had the 
ehoi-ce of the faireft. . That our red feathers had 
hlfufed a general and irrefiftible longing into the 
minds of all the people, will appear from the 
following circumftance. I have obferved, in the 
former part of this narrative, that the women of 
the families of chiefs never admitted the vifits 
,of Europeans; and alfo that whatever liberties 
forne unmarried gi,rls might with impunity allow 
themfelves, the married {tate had always been 
held {acred and unfpotted at Taheitee. But 
[uch was the force of the temptation, that a 
;chief aCtuaUy o-fi'ered his wife to captain Cook, 
. and 
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1174. and the lady, by ?er hufband's ord~r, attempt
APRiL. ed to captivate hIm, by an artful dlfplay of all 
~ her charms, feemingly in fuch a carelefs man

ner, as many a woman would be at a lofs to imi
tate. I was forry, for the fake of human na
ture that this propofal came from a man, whofe 
gen~ral charaCter was in other refpeCts very fair. 
It was Potatow who could defcend to this mean
nefs, from the high fpirit of grandeur which he 
had formerly iliewn. We expreifed great in
dignation at his conduCt, and rebuked him for 
his frailty. It was very fortunate for us, that a 
confiderable quantity of this red plumage had 
been difpofed of by our failors at the Marquefas, 
in exchange for artificial curiofities, before they 
knew the high value which it bore at Taheitee. 
Had all thefe riches been brought to this ii1and, 
the price of provifions would in all likelihood 
have been raifed to fuch an unreafonable height, 
that we might have fared even worfe than during 
our firft vifit. A fingle little feather was a va
luable prefent, much fuperior to a bead or a 
nail, and a very fmall bit of cloth, clofely<>o
vered with them, produced fuch extatic joy in 
him who received it, as we might fuppofe in an 
European, who fhould unexpeCtedly find the 
diamond of the GreatMogul. Potatow brought 
qn bOf),rd his monftrous helmet of war of five 
f.eet high, and fold it for red feathers; foml': 
others followed his example, and target!) with
out number were bou~ht by almoft every failor. 
Eut ~uch more fJ1rpnfing than this, was their 
Qffenn~ for fale tho,fe curious and fingular 
mournIng dre{fe5, whIch are mentioned in cap
tain Cook's firft voyage*, and which they would 

not 

t See Hawkfwor~h's Compilation, vol. II. p. I 59. f~q. 
?-6?: alfo the plate. .. 
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not part with on any account at that time. Thefe '7'74-
dreffes being made of the rareft produCtions of Ann. 
their ifland, and of the furrounding fea, and be- "--v--J 
ing wrought with the greateft care and ingenui-
ty, muft of courfe bear a very confiderable va~ 
lue among them. A number of complete 
mourning dreffes, not lefs than ten, were pur-
chafed by different rerfons on board, and brought 
to England. Captain Cook has given one to the 
Eritiili Mufeum, and my father has had the ho-
nour of prefenting anDther to the Univerfity of 
Oxford, now depofited in the Afbmolean Mu· 
feum. This remarkable drefs confifrs of a thin 
flat board, of a femicircular form, about two 
feet long, and four or five inches broad. Upon 
thefe are fixed four Of five chofen mother of pearl 
fuells, by means of ftrings of coco-nut core 
paffed through feveral holes which are pierced in 
the wood, and in the edg~s of the !hells. A 
larger fbell of the fame kind, fringed with bluifb-
green ~geon's feathers, is fixed to each end of 
this board, of which the concave margin is placecf 
upwards. Upon the middle of the concave mar-
gin there are two fbells, which together form 
nearly a circle about fix inches in diameter; and 
on the top of thefe a very large piece of mother 
of pearl, commonly with its purple coating on, 
is placed upright. It is of an oblong fbape, en-
larging rather towards the upper end, and it$ 
height is nine 0'[ ten inches. A great number 
0-f IQRg white feathers, from the tr:opic bird's 
tail" form a radiant circle round it. From the 
convex margin of the board hangs down a tiifue 
of fmall pieces of mother of pearl, in fize and 
!hape fomething like an. apron. This confifis of 
ten or fifteen rows of pieces about an inch and 
a half long, and one-tenth of an inch in breadth, 
£aCh piece being perforated at both ends" in Of-

der 
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1714' der to be fixed to the other rows. Thefe row~ 

M RI L. are made perfeCtly fl:raight and parallel to each 
'---v--.J other. therefore the uppermoft are divided, and 

extre~ely iliort, on account of the femicircular 
!hape of the board. The lower rows are like
wife commonly narrower, and from the ends of 
each row a ftring hangs down, ornamented with 
opercula of fhells, and fometimes with European 
beads. A tafiid or round tail of green and yel
low feathers hangs down from the upper ends of 
the board on the fide of the apron, which is the 
meft fhewy part of the whole drefs. A fhong. 
rcpe is fixed on each fide of that pair of fhells,. 
which refts immediately upon the concave mar
gin of the board, and this ftring is tied abont 
the head of the perf on who wears the drers. The 
whole piece hangs down perpendicularly before 
him, the apron hides his breaft and ftomach,. 
the board covers his neck and fhoulders, and the 
firft pair of fuells comes before his face. In one 
<l thefe fhells there is a {mall hole cut out, 
through which the wearer muft look in order to 
find his way. The uppermoft fhell, and the 
long feathers round it~ extend at leaft two feet 
beyond the natural height of the man. The 
other parts of his drefs are not lees remarkable. 
He puts on a mat or a piece of cloth with a 
hole in the middle, like the ufua} drefs of the 
country. Over this he places another of the 
fame fort, but of which the fore part hangrr 
down almoft to the feet, and is befet with many 
rows of buttons made of pieces of coco-nut 
fuell. A belt, confifting of a twifl:ed rope of 
brown and white cloth, is tied over this drefs 
round the waitt; a large cloak of net,work, 
clofely befet with great bluifu feathers, covers 
the whole back; and a turban of brown and 
yellow cloth, bound with a great quantity of 

tinaH 
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[mall twifted ropes of brown and white cloth, 1774· 
is placed on the head. An ample hood of alter- APRIL. 

nate parallel ftripes of brown, yellow, and white '--y--J 

cloth defcends from the turban to cover the neck 
and ilioulders, in order that as little as poflible 
of the human figure may appear. Commonly 
the neareft relation of the deceafed wears this 
whimfical drefs, and carries in one hand a pair 
of large pearl-iliells, which are clapped or beat-
en together continually, and in the other a ftick, 
armed with iliark's teeth, with which he wounds 
any of the natives who chance to come near 
him lII. What may have been the origin of this 
fingular cuftom we cannot determine; but to 
me it feems to be calculated to infpire horror; 
and the fantaftical drefs in which it is perform-
ed, has fo much of that ftrange and terrifying 
!bape which our nurfes attribute to ghofts and 
goblins, that I am almoft tempted to believe 
fome ridiculous fuperftition lurks under this fu-
neral rite. The fpirit of the deceared, exaCting 
a tribute of grief and tears from its furvivors, 
and therefore wounding them with the fbark's 
teeth, would not be an idea too extravagant for 
men to have adopted. Whatever it might be, 
we never could obtain any in telligence from the 
natives on the fubjeCt; they gave us an account 
of the ceremony, and of the drers, telling us 
the names of every part; but it was impoflible 
to make ourfelves underftood, as foon as we 
wanted to know why it was fo. The moft fin-
gular fact with which Mahine acquainted us, 
relative to the mourning rite, was, that at the 
death of a man, a woman performs the cere-
mony; but when a woman dies, ~ man muft go 
the rounds with the fcare-crow drefs. In Eng-

land 

'" See Hawkefworth, yol. It. p. 262. 
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17740 land the curiofity has been fo great, that a T~:t 

APRILo heitian mourning-drefs, which a failor brought 
~ over, has been fold for five and twenty guineas. 

But in this refpect the Taheitians are no way in"" 
ferior to civilized :nationso In confequence of 

'Mahine's relation of his adventures, the chiefs 
continually importuned us to give them curi?ll. 
ties from Tonga-Tabboo, Waihoo, and'Vatta· 
hoo '*, inftead of Engli!h goods, in exchange for 
their provifions and curiofitieso The feathered 
head-dreifes of the two lail: ifiands, and the 
baikets, clubs, and painted cloth of the former" 
pleafed them exceffively; nay, they were eager 
to poifefs the mats of Tonga-Tabboo, though iill 
general they perfectly refembled their own ma
nufactureo Our failors therefore frequently took 
advantage of their difpofition, and gave them 
the fame mats under another name, which they 
had formerly purchafed in their own iiland, or 
in the Society Iilandso Thus there is a fimilarity 
in the general inclinations of human nature, and 
particularly in the defires of all nations who are 
not in a frate of favage barbarifm, but have the
advantage of civilizationo The refemblance wiU 
appear frill more perfect, if we relate with what 
eagernefs the Taheitians liftened to the accounts 
of their youthful traveller. They always attend-
ed him in crouds, their oldeft men efteemed him 
highly, and the principal people of the iiland" 
not excepting the royal family, courted his com
panyo, Be,fides the pleafu~e ?f hearing him, they 
had hkewlfe that of olDtamtng a number of va. 
luable ~re[ents from him, which coft them only 
a few kmd expreffions. His time was [0 agree
ably taken up on !hore, as he found new friends 
in every hut, that he [eldom came on board-, Uil" 

lefs 

., Amfterdam Wand, Eafter mand, and St.- Chriftimtr 
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lefs to fetch a. new fet of prefents, or to thew the 1774· 
.. {hip to his acquaintance, and to introduce them ~ 

to captain Cook and his fhipmates. His frories, 
however, were too wonderful fometimes to find 
ready bdief among his audience, who now and 
then applied to us for a confirmation of his ac· 
count. The rain converted into fione, the [0-
lid white rocks and mountains which we melted 
into frelh water, and the perpetual day of the 
antarctic circle, were articles which even our-
felves could not perfuade them to credit. The 
account of canibals in New Zeeland was more 
eafily believed, though it filled them with hor-
ror. He brought on board a company of the 
natives during my faLher's abfence on the hills, 
who were corne on purpofe to fee the head of the 
New Zeeland boy, which Mr. Pickerfgill had 
pre[erved in fpirits. He readily gratified them 
with the fight, and their report brought great 
numbers to fee it. I was prefent when it was 
thewn, and it ftruck me to hear them give it a 
peQlliar name in their language. They unani. 
mouDy called it te rae-at, which appears to be 
equivalent to" man-eater." The refult of my 
enquiries among many of the chiefs and moft 
intelligent people, on this extraordinary circum-
ftance, was the following. They faid they had 
a traditional report among them, that in an in-
definite but very remote period of time, there 
were man-eaters upon their iDand, who made 
great havock among the inhabitants, and were 
a very ftrong robuft people; but that this race 
had long fince been entirely extinCt. The [arne 
account was confirmed to me in the ftrongefr 
terms, on my return to England, by a-MaY, 
with whom I happened to conver[e upon th~ 
fubjeCt. The influence of this faCt upon the 
ancient hiftory of Taheitee is very ftriking; but 

VOL. II. F thall 
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. I774~ 01a11 we conclude, that a fet of canibals have by 
APRIL. fome accident made a defcent upon the ii1and, 

\,,-v---J and committed depredations upon the indige
nous people? 0)" is it not rath~r e~ident, that tl:e 
original !tate or the whole nation IS concealed m 
this tradition, and that all the Taheitians were 
anthropophagi, before they arri ved at that !tate 
of civilization, which the excellence of the coun
try and climate, and the profufion of vegetables 
and animal food, has introduced? It is a fact 
no lefs furprifing than certain, that the more we 
examine the hi!tory of almoft every nation, the 
more we find this cuftom prevalent in the firit 
periods of their exi!tence. Traces of anthropo
phagy are !till extent at Taheitee. Captain 
Cook faw fifteen recent jaw-bones hanging in 
one houfe*. Might they not be preferved as 
trophies taken from their enemies? .... 

Friday 29' The next morning one of the natives, who 
had attempted to !teal a water-calk from Olfr 

tents, was apprehended and confined. 0-Too 
and Towhah coming on board fomewhat early, 
being made acquainted with his offence, accom
panied Captain Cook on alore to fee him punifh
ed. He was tied toa pole, and, with their con
fent, received two dozen of very fevere lafhes~ 
~ gr~at crand of natives, who were fpeaators 
Ot thiS act, were fo much terrified, that theJ 
began to run off; but Towhah called them back, 
and, in a [peech which lafted about four or five 
minutes, poin'ted out the equity ~f our conduct, 
and the neceHlty of pllnilhing thefts. He re
prefe~ted, tha~ though our power was infinitely 
lupenor to thel.fs, yet we neither ftole any thing, 
nor u~ed a_ny viOlence., but honeftly· paid a pro
per pnce for every thlllg we received, and fre-

quently 

;jf See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. I St.>. 
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quently gave prefents where we expected no re- 1774· 
turn. That we had fhewn ourfelves their beft ~ 
friends, and that to fteal from friends was a 
fhameful action, which highly deferved to be pu- . 
nilbed. The good fenfe and finglenefs of heart 
of this excellent old man, endeared him to us, 
and his harangue carried perfuafion among his 
audience. In the afternoon Towhah came along 
fide with his wife, an elderly woman, who [eem-
ed to have the fame excellent character as her 
hufband. They were in a large double canoe, 
with a roof built over the ftern, and had eight 
rowers. The old couple invited Mr. Hodges 
and myfelf to come into the canoe, and we ac
companied them to Parre. Towhah aiked us a 
variety of queftions during the time we were on 
the water, chiefly relating to the nature and 
conftitution of the country from whence we 
came. As he had never feen any of .our per-
(ons of high rank, he concluded that Mr. Banks 
could be no lefs than the king's brother, and that 
taptain Cook was high admiral. The inf0rma~ 
tion which we gave him was received with the 
greateft marks of furprize and attention; but 
when we told him we had neither coco-nut nor 
bread-fruit trees, he [eemed to think but mean-
ly of our country, though we enumerated all its 
other advantages. We were no [ooner landed, 
than he ordered a. repaft of fifh and fruit to be 
ferved up, and irififted on our partaking of it . 

. We had juft dined before we left the fhip, but 
unwilling to give offence, we fat down and ate 
of the provifions, which ,were excellent. Indeed 
we could not but compare this happy country to 
Mahomed's Paradife, where the appetite is ne
ver cloyed by being gratified. The meal was 
already [erved, and we were going to help our
felves, when Towhah defired us to ftop. In a 

F 2. few 
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1774· few moments one of his attendants brought a 
APRIL. large cook-knife, and fome bamboo-fticks, in

'--v--' t!:ead of forks. Towhah carved the viCtuals, 
. and gave each o~' us a bamboo, faying he wO~lld 
eat in the EnO'hfh manner. Inftead of eating 
his bread-fruit by handfuls, he now cut it fmall, 
and took a bit of it after every morCel of fifh, 
to f11ew how exaCtly he remembered our cuftom 
fince the time of his dining with us. The good 
lady feafted apart fome time afterwards, accord
ing to the invariable cullom of the country. 
We walked about and chatted with them both 
till near funfet, when they embarked in their 
canoe, and returned to the diftrict called Ata
hooro, part of which belonged to Towhah. They 
took leave of us very cordially, and promifed to 
return to the fhip again in a few days. We hired 
a double canoe for a nail, and returned on board 
before it was dark. I found Dr. Sparrman and 
my father jut!: returned from the mountains. 
Noona, the fame lively and intelligent boy whom 
I have already mentioned in the former part of 
this narrative * ,bad been their conductor. As 
they fet out in the afternoon (on the 28th) they 
only reached a fmall hut on the fecond ridge, 
having croifed two deep valJies, and climbed 
two fteep hills, rendered very Dippery from a 
fmart fhower which had fallen. Here they 
found a man with his wife and three children. 
The man enlarged his cottage by means of 
branches of trees, and prepared them a fupper; 
after which, having previoul1y made a fire, they 
watched and Dept by turns. The fire was (eea 
o.n b?ard our fhiP.; ,and in return they heard the 
rmgmg of the fhIpS bell at midnight, though 
they were upwards of a leaguediftant from it. 

The 

"" See Vol. I. 
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The whole night was fair and cool; but their 1774. 
friendly hoft, whofe name was Tahea, had a vio- Ap R 1 L. 

lent cough. At day break they refumed their '--v--.J 
march towards the fummits, and Tahea led the ' 
way, with a load of coco-nuts. The difficulties 
increafed as they afcended; the paths running 
along the narrow ridge of fteep hills, whofe fides 
were almoft perpendicular. The greateft dan-
ger arofe from the i1ipperinefs, occafioned by the 
rains of the preceding day. When they had 
afcended to a confiderable height, they found 
thick {hrubberies and woods on thefe freep fides; 
and attempting to collect plants there, they fre-
quently met with precipices which are really tre
mendolls. Still higher up the whole ridge was 
covered with a forefr, where they gathered a 
number of plants, which they had never feen in 
the vallies below. After they had croifed the 
ridge, there fell a heavy {hower of rain; and 
they coming to a very dangerous part, Tahea 
faid they could go no farther. They refolved 
however to leave their heavy plant and provifion 
bags behind, and went up with a Engle muiket 
to the fummit of the mQuntain, which they 
reached in about half an hour. Jufr about that 
time the clouds broke, and they had a profpect 
of Huahine, Tethuroa, and Tabbuamanoo. 
The view of the fertile plain under their feet, 
and of the valley of Mataval, where the river 
makes innumerable meanders, was delightful in 
the highefr degree. Thick clouds however pre-
vented their difcerning any thing on the fomh 
fide of the iiland. In a few moments even the 
other part was covered again, and they were in-
volved in a mifr which wetted them to the fkin. 
In their defcent my father had the misfortune to 
fall in a very rocky place, and bruifed bis leg in 
[uch a manner, that he nearly fainted away. 

\Vhen 
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I i74. Vvhen he recovered, and attempted to proceed, 
APRII~. he found that he had aHa received a dangerous 

\.,,--y--J rupture, for which he now continues to wear 
a bandage. Tahea affifted him in going down; 
and they all arrived on board abo\1t four o'clock 
in the afternoon. The upper hIlls they found 
to confift of d kind of clay extremely compact 
and fiiff. The vegetation on the upper part 
of the mountams was luxuriant, and the woods 
cor.fifted of many unknown forts of plants. 
They enquired particularly for the perfume
wood, with which the natives perfume their oil. 
Tahea .iliewed them feveral plants which are 
fometimes u[ed as fubftitutes; but the moft pre~ 
cious fort itfelf he either could not, or would 
not, point out to them. a-Mal has told me 
that there are at Taheitee no lefs than fourteen 
different iorts of plants employed for perfuming; 
which {hews how remarkably fond thefe people 
are of fine fmells. . 

The number of common women on board 
ou;' iliip was confiderably encreafed fince we 
had began to deal in red feathers: and this night 
in particular many firoUed about the decks who 
could not meet with partners. The abundance 
of pork likewife attrat1ed them; for being al
moft entirely deprived of that rich food in their 
own houfehold, they were ~ager'" to obtain it 
among our fa ilors, and fometimes confumed in
credible quantities, The goodnefs of their ap
petite and digeftion expofed them however to 
the inconvenience of reil:leifnefs, and often die
t~rbed thofe who wiilied to fleep after the fa
tIglles of the day. On certain urgent occafions 
they always required the attendance of their 
lovers; but as they were frequently refufed, 
the ~ecks were made to reremble the paths in 
the lflands. Every evening thefe women di~ 

vided 
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vided into different troops, which danced on 1774· 
the quarter-deck, the forecaftle, and the main-~ 
deck. Their mirth was often extravagant and 
noify; and fometimes their ideas were [0 origi-
nal as to give great amufement. We had a 
very weak fcorbutic patient when we arrived at 
Taheitee: this man being [omewhat recovered 
by means of frefh vegetable food, and animated 
by the example of the crew, wooed a Taheitian 
girl; about duik led her to his birth, and lighted 
a candle. She looked her lover in the face, and 
finding he had loft one eye, ibe took him by 
the hand, and conduCted him upon deck again 
to a girl that was one-eyed likewife, giving him 
to underftand, that that perfon was a fit partner 
for him, but that for her part !he did not choofe 
to put up with a blind lover. 

Two days after, my father, being in fomeMAY. 
meafure recovered from the fatigue of his late Sunday L 

excurfion, and from the bruife ,which he had 
received, went on !hare, and found there 0-

Rettee, the chief of o-Hiddea, a diftriCt and har-
bour where M. de Bougainville lay at anchor. 
This chief aiked captain Cook, whether, on his 
return to England, he !hould fee M. de Bou
gainville, whom he called Potavirree; and being 
an[wered in the negative, he put the fame que(:" 
tion to my father. He replied, it was not im
pofllble, though he lived in a different kingdom. 
" Then," [aid o-Rettee, " tell him I am his 
friend, and long to fee him again at o-Taheitee; 
and in order that you may remember it, I wii! 
give you ahog asfoon as I return from my diftriet, 
to which I am now going." ¥/ith that he began 
to relate, that his friend M. de Bougainville had 
had two !hips, and that on board of one there 
was a woman, but that !he was ugly. He reft-
ed a lonp" while on this circumftance, and feem-

o ed 
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1774. ed to think it extraordinary that a fingle woman . 
. MAY .. ihould go on fuch an expedition. He 'likewife 
~ confirmed the· account of a vifit from a ~pa· 

ni.fh (hip, which we had learned· during our 
firft flay at Taheitee; but he a{fured us ~bat he 
and his countrymen had no great affectIon for 
them. O-Rettee was a fine grey-headed man, 
but very healthy .. and vigorous, as the old pe~· 
pie of Taheitee In ge,neral feem to be; hIS 

countenance was the piCture of a lively, chear
flll, and generous man. He told us he bad·· 
been in many battles, and ihewed us feveral 
wounds he had -received, particularly a blow 
with a ftone on his temple, which had left a 
deep fcar. He had fought by Tootahah's fide, 
on the day when that chief was killed. 

Mond. 2. The next morning Dr. Sparrman went with 
me up the valley of Matav~fi, which the natives 
call TOOA-OOROO. This was the firft excurfion 
of any length which I undertook after my ill
nefs: I was therefore highly delighted with the 
beautiful appearance bf the vegetable creation, 
which had been revived by the late rainy feafon; . 
and (urprifed at the vail: improvements which I 
faw throughout the whole diil:ilCl:. Wherever 
I went, I raw new and extenfive plantations, in. 
excellent order; I found numbers of new houfes 
built, and the natives at work upon new canoes 
in many placeI'. It was plain, during our former 
£tay, that the war between the two peninfulas 
had been diil:refsful to this part of the larger one; 
but at prefent there was not the leaft trace of it 
remaining; the whole country was a {cene of 
plenty, where I?-l;mbets of hogs grazed around 
every houfe, whICh none of the natives attempted 
to conceal from us, as they had formerly -done. 
I was much pleafed to obferve an alteratioll in 
the behaviour of the natives, who never once 

importuned 
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jmportuned us with begging for beads or nails, 1774· 
and who, inftead of being backward to part~ 
with their fiore, appeared eager to out-do each 
other in aCts of benevolence and hofpitality. We 
did not pafs a fingle hut, where we were not 
invited to come in, and partake of fome refrefh-
ment; and we never accepted their invitation, 
without being made extremely happy by their 
unaffeCted kindnefs. About ten o'clock we 
reached the manhon of that hofpitable man, 
who had entertained us [0 well during our for-
mer fray on the ifland, when we came from 
the hills exceffive1y fatigued *. He treated us 
with a few coco-nuts, and we promifed to come 
and dine with him on our return down the val-
ley. He gave his directions accordingly, and 
accompanied us all the way. We found no ha
bitations beyond his haufe, as the mountains on 
both fides approached very clore together, and 
were exceffively freep. Having advanced about 
a mile, we came to a place where the hill on 
the eaft fide formed a perpendicular wall, not 
lefs than forty yards high, beyond which it had 
fame inclination, and was crowned with fhrub-
beries to a great height. A fine cafcade fell from 
this fringed part along the wall into the river, 
and made the fcene more lively, which in itfelf 
was dark, wild, and romantic. When we came 
nearer, we obferved that the perpendicular rock 
had many projeCting longitudinal angles, and 
on wading through the water to it, we found it 
to confift of real columns of black compaCt ba-
faltes, fuch as the natives manufaCture into 
tools. They .frood upright, parallel, and join-
ed to each other. Their diameter feemed not 
to exce'ed fifteen or eighteen inches, and only 

one 

* See vol. I. 
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'774. one or two angles of the fame pillar projected or 
l'v1.~Y. were vifible. As it is now generally fuppofed 
~ that bafaltes is a produCtion of volcanoes, we 

have here another {hong proof that Taheitee 
has undergone great changes by fuch fubter
raneOl1S fires, where nature produces the moil: 
wonderful chymical operations, upon a very 
extenfive plan. Beyond thefe columns the vale, 
for the [pace of two or three miles, is more and 
more confined by mountains, fo that we found 
it difficult to proceed, havi~g been obliged to 
ero[s the river near fifty times. At laft we came 
to the filme place where Mr. Banks was obliged 
to ftop in his excurfion *. We found it equally 
impofIible to proceed; and being much fatigued 
oy continually clambering over rocks . and 
rugged ground, fet out on our return. By the 
way we colleCted fame plants which we had not 
yet feen; and after a walk of two hours, reach
ed the dwelling of our hofpitable friend. We 
dined heartily on vegetables, and rewarded our 
hoft with red feathers to his heart's content; not 
forgetting to give him [orne iron-ware, which 
would prove ufeful to him when the feathers were 
loft or deftroyed. His daughter, whom we had 
feen on our former vifit, was now married to a 
man in a remote diftriCt,' our prefents having 
made her a rich heirefs in this country. We 
came on board near funfet, having rambled 
v.ery leifurely through the plain of Matava:i, cap
tIvated by th~ ?eauty and fertility of the prof pea, 
and the addItlOnal luftre which a fine evening 
fpread over it. . 
. Captain Cook, with my father and (e;eral 
officers, had been at Parre to vifit O-Too. They 
had been conduCted to a place where a new 

war-

" See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. '93. 
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war-canoe was building, which the king intend- '774. 
ed to call O-Taheitee. But captain Cook made MAY. 
him a prefent of an Engliili jack *, a grapnel, '--v--' 
and a grapnel-rope, and deGred that it might 
be called the Britannia. The king immediately 
confented, the jack was hoifted, and the people 
gave three cheers. 

I recommended it to Mr. Hodges to viGt the 
cafcade which I had found in the valley; and 
accordingly the next day he went up with feve
ral gentlemen, and took a view of it, and of 
the bafalt-pillars under it. We ate of a large 
albecore (fcomber thynlZus, Linn). that day, 
which gave us all a fudden heat in the face, and 
a violent head ach. Some had likewife a purg
ing; and a fervant 'who had entirely dined up
on it, was violently affected with vomiting and 
purging. It is probable that the fiih was caught 
by means of fome intoxicating plant, which 
had perhaps communicated a noxious quality to 
the meat. 

We learnt about this time that Mahine had 
married the daughter of Toperree, a chief of 
Mataval. A midlhipman acquainted us that he 
had been prefent on the occaGon, and that he 
had feen a number of ceremonies performed: 
'but being intreated to give the particulars, he 
[aid, that though they were extremely curious, 
he could not remember one of them, and did 
not know how to relate them. By this means 
we loft the opportunity of making a conGderable 
difcovery, in regard to the cuftoms of thefe 
iflanders. It is pity that no intelligent obferver 
was prefent, who might at leaft have related 
what he had feen. Mahine came on board with 

, his 

* An enfign or flag, commonly hoifred on th6: bow
fprit. 
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1774. his bride, who was a very young girl, of a low 
MA Y. fl:ature but not remarkable for beauty. She was 

'--v--J very ~ell fkilled in the art of begging for pre
fents and went through the whole {hip, collect
ing ~ vail:: number of beads, nails, fhirts, and 
red feathers, for which (he was indebted to the 
friendfhip which every body felt for Mahine. 
This youth told us h~ ha~ a great mind to fet.tIe 
at Taheitee, finee hIs fnends had offered hIm 
Jand, boufe, and property of all kinds there. 
He was received into an aree's family, efteemed 
by the king himfelf, and refpected by all the 
people; nay one of his friends had given him 
an attendant, or tow tow, a boy who conftantly 
waited on him wherever he went; who punctu
ally executed all his ordu's, and feemed to be 
but little different from a Dave. 

Though Mahine had laid afi.de the idea of go
ing to England, yet the lively boy, Noona, 
was very defirous of vifiting that country, and 
{poke to my father and feveral other gentlemen, 
in the moil:: urgent terms, to take him on board. 
As my father propofed to take him entirdy at 
his own expenee, captain Cook con[ented im
mediately to his reception. The boy was how
ever told, that he mutt never expect to come 
back, fince it was very doubtful whether ano
ther !hip would be fent to Taheitee again. Noo
na was too much bent upon going with us, to 
hefitate a moment even at this difficulty. He 
refigned the hope of returning to his country, 
for the pleafure of vifiting ours. In the evening 
howev~r of the f<lme day captain Cook declared 
]Je would not take him on board, and he was 
accordingly obliged to remain at Taheitee. As 
it was intended to teach him the rudiments of 
the arts of the carpenter and fmith, he would 
have returned to his country at leail:: as valuable 

a mem-
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a member to fociety as O-Mal, who, after a 1774· 
fray of two years in England, will be able to MAY. 

amufe his countrymen with the mufic of a band- '-v-J 
organ, and with the exhibition of a puppet-
{how. 

We pafTed feveral days in vifiting the plains 
of Matava!, and the extenfive valley of Abon
noo, which is one of the moft fertile, and, at 
the fame time, moft picmrefque, in the whole 
iDand. On the 6th, in the afternoon, my fa~ Friday 6. 
ther and Dr. Sparrman went up to the hillsa 
fecond time, and I accompanied them, in hopes 
of meeting with fome new plants there, fince 
we had entirely exhau:f1::ed the Flora of the 
plains. We paired the night again in Ta~ 
hea's hut, with this difference, that we did not 
keep watch. Tahea was a merry humorous fel-
low; and it was his confrant requeft to us to 
call him medua (father), and his wife o-paJtca *, 
(mother). 

We went up early the next day, but did not 
care to go quite to the fummit. In the foreft 
We collected a number of new plants, and !hot 
a {wallow. As we fet out before funrife, Tahea 
and his brother, who went up with us, caught 
fame terns, which Dept on the bullies along the 
path.' He told us that many aquatic birds come 
to reft on the mountains. after roaming.aU day 
over the fea in queft of food; and that the tro
pic-bird in particular has its neft there. The 
long tail feathers, which it annually iheds, are 
commonly found there, and much fought after 
by the natives. We faw the clouds coming 
over the fummit, and defcending towards us; 

therefore, 

'if. Pattta is properly a word of en~e.arrne~t, e9~ivalent. 
to our mamma. This laft the Taheltlans hkewl.e rna).::'! 
u[e ef in the identical fenfe that we do. 
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1774. therefore, in order to keep our plants dry, we 
MAY. haftened down, and at four o'clock reached the 

'--v--Jihip, where we found the whole royal family 
aifembled, among them Neehoural, the eldeft 
fifter of 0-Too, married to T' -aree-Derre, the 
fan of Ammo *. T'-aree-Watow, the king's 
next brother, ftaid after they were all gone, 
and pailed the night on board. Toamufe him 
we let off fame falfe fires at the maft-head, with 
which he was highly entertained. At fupper, 
he enumerated to us all his relations, and gave 
us fame account of the hiftory of Taheitee~ 
which a-Mal entirely confirmed to me, after 
my return to England: From his information 
we learned, that Ammo, Happal, and Toota
hah were three brothers, and that Ammo, being 
the eldeft, was king of all Taheitee. He mar
ried o-Poorea (Oberea) a princefs of the royal 
family, and had by her T'-aree-Derre, who was 
immediately ftyled Aree-rahal, or king of Ta
heitee. During the period Ammo's reign, cap
tain VI allis vifited the iDand, and found a-Poa
rea (Oberea) invefted with regal authority. A
bout a year after his departure, a war broke out 
between a-Ammo and his vaifal Aheatua, the 
king of the leifer pC'llinfula. Aheatua landed 
at Papana, where Ammo commonly refided, 
and after routing his forces with great Daughter, 
deftroyed the plantations and hallfes by fire, and 
carried off all the hogs and poultry which he 
could find. Ammo and Poorea, with all their 
a~tendants, among whom o-Mal, according to 
hIS own account, was one, fled to the mountains 
in December 1768. At laft the conqueror con
[en ted to a peace, on condition that Ammo 
iliould entirely refign the government and that 

I ' . the 

• See vol. J. Likewife Hawkefworth, vol. I1 p. 172• 
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the fucceilionfhould be taken from his [on, 1774-
and conferred upon o-Too, the eldeft! [on of MAY. 
his brother Happal. This was agreed to, and '--v--J 
Tootahah, the youngeft brother of Ammo, was 
appointed regent. This revolution bears a great 
refemblance to thofe which happen too frequent-
ly in the defpotic kingdoms of Afia. It is but 
feldom that the conqueror dares to govern the 
country which he has fubdlled; in generat he 
only plllndei:~ it, and appoints another fovereign, 
whom he choofes from among the royal family of 
the land. O-Poon;;a foon after quarrelled with 
her huiband, and frequently beat him; upon 
which they [eparated ; he took a very handfome 
young woman to his bed, and the heaped her 
favours on Obadee and other lovers. Some in-
fidelity on the part of Ammo [eems to have been 
the foundation of this quarrel. Thefe accidents, 
which are not fa frequent at Taheitee as in Eng-
land, are however not abfolutely unufual in that 
iDand, efpecially when the lady has loft the 
charms which rendered h("r amiable, and yet 
demands the [arne attention as before. An in-
fiance fimilar to this happened on board. Pola-
tehera, formerly the wifeofPotatow, but now [e-
parated from him, had taken a young hufband 
or lover in his ftead, as [oon as her firft lord 
had provided himfelf with another partner. The 
young man had an affeetion for a Taheitian 
girl, and our thip was the place of their rendez-
vous. They did not however contrive their 
-amours fo well, as to remain undifcovered. The 
mafculine Polatehera caught them one morning, 
gave her rival many hearty boxes on the ear, 
and humbled the guilty lover with a revere re
primand. 

Captain Cook found the government of Ta
heitee in the hands of Tootahah, when he ar

rived 
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1774. rived in the Endeavour. After his departure 
MAY. Tootahah, being greatly enriched by the pre
~ fents he had obtained, perfiJaded the chiefs of 

O-Taheitee-nue, or the Great Peninfu\a, to go 
) againft Aheatua, whom he cO~11d no~ forgive on 

account of the infult (hewn to hIs famIly. They 
equipped a fleet, and went to Tiarraboo, where 
Aheatua was prepared to receive them. He was 
an old man '''", detrous to end his days in peace; 
and therefore fent to Tootahah, to affure him 
that he was his friend, and always intended to 
continue fo; and that he detred him to return 
to his country, without attacking thofe who had 
an affeCtion for him. Tootahah was not dif
fuaded from his purpofe, but gave orders to en
gage. The ]o[s on both fides was nearly equal, 
but Tootahah retired, in order to attack his 
enemy by land. Happal, with aU his family, 
difapproved of this ftep, and remained at o-Par:. 
re; but Tootahah took 0-Too with him, and 
marched to the ifthmus between the two pen in
fulas. Here Aheatua met him, \ and a pitched 
battle en[ued, which ended in the total difper~ 
hon of Tootahah's army. Tootahah himfelf 
was killed. Some told· us he had been taken 
prifoner, and was put to death afterwards; bu:t 
others, and among them o-Mal, afferted that he 
had been ~ain in t~e. heat of the engagement. 
O-Too retIred precIpItately to the mountains 
with a few chofen friends, whilft Aheatua, with 
his viCtorious forces, immediately marched to 
~ataval and o-Parre. At his arrival Happal re
tIred to the mountains, but Aheatua fent to a[
:lure him that he h:;1.d no quarrel with him or 
his family, and that his wiih had always been 
for peace. Thofe on the mountain enquir~d 

III 

'* See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. 176. 
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In their turn concerning the fate of Tootahah ! 774· 
and a-Too; they heard that the former was kiIl-~ 
ed, and that no body knew what was become of . 
the other. Soon after 0-Too arrived through 
many difficult paifes, and over precipices, and 
coming down from the highefl:: fummits, joined 
his father, and all who were with him. A gene-
ral peace was immediately concluded, after which 
O-Too aifumed the reins of government' him-
[elf, and the vafl:: improvements in the country, 
which we noticed in eight months time, (eem to 
prove that he is a very intelligent man, who pro-
motes the general good of his fubjects. Aheatua 
died foon after; and his fon of the fame name, 
whom' we found at Aitepeha in Augufl::l77 3, 
fucceeded him. 

Te-aree-Watow farther acquainted us, that 
hs father had eight children. I. The eldeft, 

. Tedua (princefs) Neehoural, who feemed to be 
about thirty years old, and is married to the fon 
of Ammo, called T'aree-Derre. 2. The next 
Tedua (princefs) Towral, was unmarried, about 
feven and twenty, and appeared to have almofl: 
as great authority among the women, as the king 
her brother had in the whole ii1and. 3. O-Too~ 
aree-rahai, or king of Taheitee, is about twen
ty-fix years of age; Aheatua is obliged to un
<;over his ihoulders in his prefence, as before his 
rightful paramount. 4. Tedua (princefs) Teha
mal, who was the next to him, died young. 
s: T'-aree-Watow himfelf was the next in or
der, and appeared to be about fixteen years of 
age; he told us he had another name, but which 
I have forgotten, from whence I conclude, that 
this which I have mentioned is only his title. 
6. His next brother is Tubualtera'i, likewife call
ed Mayorro, a boy of ten or eleven years old. 
7. Erreretua, a little gi rl of feven years; and 

VOL. II. G 8, Te-
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'774. 8. Tepaow a boy of four or five, are the two 
MAY, youngeft. 'A healthy, but not corpulent habit 
~ of body, and a large bu{hy head of hair, were 

extremely characteriftic of the whole family. 
Their features in general were pleafing, but their 
complexions rather brown, except that of Nee
hourai' and 0-Too, The whole family appear
ed to be very much beloved among the nation, 
who in. general are extremely fond of their chiefs, 
In return, their behaviour to every body was fo 
affable and kind, that it commanded a general 
good-will. Tedua-Towrai' cummonly accompa
nied the king her brother when he came to vifit 
us on board; and ,did not think {he demeaned 
herfelf by going to trade for red feathers among 
the common failors, in exchange for cloths and 
various curiofities. She happened once to be in 
the cabin with 0-Too, captain Cook, and my 
father, looking over great heaps of iron ware, 
and other articles of trade; but the captain be
i ng called out, {he whifpered f61mething to her 
brother, who immediately endeavoured to divert 
my father's attention by afking feveral queftions. 
My father took the hint, and the princefs be
lieving {he was not obferved, concealed two 
l'arge [pike-nails in the folds of her garments. 
Wh,en captain Cook returned, my father ac
quamted him. with this little ftratagem; but they 
agr~ed th~t It was moft politic not to take any 
notlce of It. Before this time, fhe had frequent
ly, exprelfed a particular defire to carry away 
WIth her one or other article of our riches, and 
had never be<:n refufed; on the contrary, we had 
commonly gIven more than {he demanded. It 
was therefore extraordinary, that fhe {hould be 
tempted t? fteal that which might fo eafily have 
be~n obtamed by fair means; it fhould feem 
as If {he bad a ftrange predilection for things 

acquired 
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acquired by ftealth, and for which fue was only li74· 
indebted to her own ingenuity. Some of the MAY. 

women on board likewife accufed her of admit- '--v--J 
ring tow tows, or men of the loweft rank, to her 
bed at night privately, and unknown to her bro-
ther. 1n a country where the impulfes of nature 
are followed without reftraint, it would be ex
traordinary, if an exception ihould be made, 
and ftill more fo, if it fuould confine thofe who 
are accuftomed to have their will in moft other 
refpeCts. The paffions of ma-nkind are fimilar 
every where; the fame inftinCts are active in the 
nave and the prince; confequently the hiftory 
of their effects muft ever be the fame in every 
country. 

0-Too came to the tents on Point Venus very Sunday 8. 
early in the morning, and acquainted the fer

jeant of marines that one of the natives had ftolen 
a mu1ket from a centry, and was run off with 
it: he likewife difpatched Tee, his mdfenger, 
on board to fetch his brother, who obeyed the 
fummons, after breakfafting with us. As foon 
as they returned on fuore, O-Too, with all his 
family, fled to the weft ward, being apprehenfive 
that the mu1ket would be re-demanded at their 
h:mds. Captain Cook feized {everal double tra
velling-canoes belonging to different chiefs, and 
particularly that of Maratata, who was accufed 
of having ordered one of his attendants to com
mit the theft. This chief himfelf was in his 
canoe, and haftened to convey it out of our 
reach; but the captain firing {everal mufkets at 
it, Maratata and all his rowers leaped into the 
fea, and fwarn afuore. About noon Tee came 
on board, and acquainted us that the thief was 
gone to the Leifer Peninfuia, or Tiarraboo; up
on which all the canoes, except Maratata's were 
aaain reftored to their owners. We kept quiet 

I;;> G,., .. on 
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1774. on board till the afternoon, having but few of 
MAY. the natives with us, among whom there was not 

\..--.,,--... one woman. Towards evening captain Cook 
went afllore, and loon after fome natives arrived 
in a mofE profufe perfpiralion, who brought not 
only the mufket, but alfo a bundle of doaths 
and a two-hour glafs, which had been ftolen 
about the fame time. They related, that hav
ing overtaken the thief, they had beaten him 
rnof!: feverely, and obliged him to iliew where 
he had concealed the ftolen goods in the fand. 
Notwithftanding their appearance, we did not 
give mu(;h credit to their [tory, efpecially as one 
of them had been fo lately feen about the tents, 
that it was impo.fllble he could have nm to any 
great diftance. They recei ved lOme pre[ents, 
however, to fhew that we meant to reward· their 
zeal in our iervice. The next day there was no 
trade carried on; but Tee came on board again,. 
defiring the captain to vifit the king at Parre,. 
who was matow,. an ambiguous court-phra[e, ex
preiling not only that he was afraid, but that he 
wifhed to be put into good humour with prefents. 
The captain and my father went to him, whilft 
Dr. Sparrman and myfelf were put alhore at the 
tents. We found the people a good deal terri
fied at the extraordinary fteps which had been 
taken, on our part, to do jufrice to ourfelves. 
They had received fhict oraers from the king. 
not ~o fell any provifions, however they treated 
us WIth coco-nuts and other refrefhments with 
their u[ual hofpitality. At noon we came on 
board, and the captain returned foon after hav
ing ratified the friendihi p with 0-Too. tJo wo
men. c.ame.on board this night, the king havi-ng 
prohIbIted It, left they ihould oive occafion to 
complaints, by ['(ealing from ou~ people. How-. 

Tuef. 10. ever the next day they were permitted to viiit 
our 
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om failars again; and with them came a number 1774· 
()f canoes loaden with vegetable prm;ifions, and MAY. 

fome with frefh fiili. Captain Cook fent Ma- "--v---! 
hine with feveral prefents to Towhah, into Ata-
hooroo, in return for feveral hogs which he had 
received. During his abfence, O·Poorea (Obe-
rea) once the queen of Taheitee, came on board, 
and prefented two hogs to captain Cook. The 
fame of our red feathers had reached to the 
plains of Papana, for ilie told usilie was come 
to have fome of them. She appeared to be be-
tween forty and fifty; her perfon was tall, large, 
and fat, and her features, which feemed once 
to have been more agreeable, were now rather 
mafculine. However fomething of her former 
greatnefs remained; ilie had" an eye to threat-
en or comman'd'if," and a free and noble de
portment. She did not fray long on board, pro-
bably becau[e ilie felt herfelf of lees confequerrce 
in our eyes than formerly. After enquiring ror 
her friends of the Endeavour, ilie went albore 
in her canoe. O-Ammo likewife came to the 
fuip about this time, but was ftill lefs noticed 
than his late confort; and being little known on 
board, was not permitted to come even into the 
captain's cabin. It was with difficulty that he 
could difpofe of his hogs, as we had now fa 
many on board, that we did not care to croud 
the decks with more. Thefe two royal perf on-
ages are living examples of the inftability of hu-
man grandeur. 

We contrived feveral diveruons for 0-Too on Thurf 12.' 

the 12th. We fired our gum; with round and 
grape-iliot acrofs the reef into the rea, at which 
he and a croud of feveral thoufand fpedatois 
were highly delighted. In the evening We let 

off 

'" Shake[p~are, 
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1774. off a few !ky-rockets, and fame air-balloons, 
MAY. which heightened their raptures, and filled them 

'--v---' with admiration. They looked upon us as ex
traordinary people, who had fires and ftars at 
command, and gave our fire-works the name 
of Heiva-Bretanllee, the Briti{h Feftival. 

All the next day a number of p::ople furround
ed the {hip, who brought no provifions, but great 
quantities of cloth and curiofities, having ob
ferved that we prepared to leave them. In the 
afternoon we went to O-Parre with captain Cook, 
and found our worthy friend Towhah there with 
Mahine. Towhah had been dangeroui1y ill of a 
diforder fimilar to the gout, and his legs were 
ftill fwelled, and exceffively painful. He was 
however come to take leave of us, and promifed 
to viiit us the next morning. 0-Too likewife 
met us there, and fpoke of fending a fupply of 
bread-fruit, which we valued more than hogs at 

Satur. '4. prefent. Early the next morning we received 
the vi fit of a great part of the nobility of t4e 
whole ii1and. Among them was Happal and all 
his children, except o· Too. Towhah and his 
wife likewiie came about eight o'clock, and 
brought great loads of prefents of all forts to us. 
The good old admiral was fa ill that he could not 
:fl:and on his legs; he was very defirous however 
to come upon deck; we therefore i1ung a chair 
1n ~opes, and hoifted him up in it, to his great 
delIght, and to the afton,ifhment of all his country
men. We difcourfed on the fubjeCt of the intend
ed expedition againft Eimeo, which he ftill affur
ed llS :"ould t~kc pl.ac~ foon after our departure. 
Notwlthftandmg 1m Illnefs, he was determined 
t? command the fl~et in perf on, faying it was of 
IJttle confequence If they killed an old man, who 
could no IO~1g:r be ~\efuL He was very chear
ful under 1m lllfirmmes, and his way of think-

ing 
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ing was nobly diGnterefted, and feemed to be 1774· 
animated by true heroifm. He took leave of us ~ 
with a degree of cordiality and emotion, which 
touched the heart, and might have reconciled 
a mifanthrope to the world. Mahine, who came 
on board with him, refolved to go. with us to 
Raietea, to viGt his relations and friends in the 
Society Wands, and then to return to Taheitee, 
as foon as he iliould meet with an opportunity. 
He conGdered, that having poffeilions in feveral 
of thoLe iDands, it was his intereft to return thi-
ther' and to difpofe of them to the greateft ad
vantage. He introduced to captain Cook feve-
ral natives of Borabora, one of which was his 
brother; they deGred a paffage to the Society 
Wands, which captain Cook readily granted. 
With a degree of exultation, he imparted to us 
in confidence, that he had tbared OPoorea's bed, 
the laft night; this he efteemed as a great ho-
nour and mark of eminence, and Ibewed us [e-
veral pieces of the beft cloth, which ilie had pre-
rented to him. O-Poorea was therefore not too 
old to rehili fenfual gratifications even in a warm 
climate, where the epocha of maturity feems to 
happen at a much earlier age than in colder coun-
tries, and where of cour[e every ftage of human 
life might be fuppofed to have only a proporti-
onate duration. O-Too not being arrived on 
board, we went to viiit him once more, and to S3.urt, 14· 
view fome war-canoes which lay at Pane. We 
found only forty-four, all which belonged to 
Tittaha, the fmalleft diftriCt in the north-wett 
peninfula of !'abeitee. 0-Too ordered fo:ne 
military evolutIOns to be made before us, wllich 
were performed with great dexterity. The 
chiefs were all dreffed in their habits, and had 
targets, but no helmets. There were alfo ro~ne 
little boys, who wore the dreffes, and parn~d 

tn(;: 



88 A VOYAGE 

1774. the {pears with as great agility as. grown people. 
MA Y1 Their method was to reft the pomt of a fpear 

t--y--J or long battle-a~e on the ground before them, 
fa that it made an angle of about 25 or 30 deg. 
with the ground. With the other end, which 
they held in their hand, they contrived to keep 
the {pear always in the middle, right before the 
pody. By this means the {pear of the adverfa
ry always flid off on one fide or the other, with
out ever coming near the body. Some of the 
canoes likewife performed part of their ma
nceuvre. They came fingly one after another 
through the narrow entrance of the reef; but 
as {oon as they were within, they formed in a 
line, and joined clofe together. On the middle
mofi: canoe there was a man placed behind the 
nghting ftage, who gave fignals with a green 
branch to the rowers, either to paddle to the 
right or left. The movement in confequence of 
his command was in perfect tune, and fa very 
regular, that it feemed as if all the paddles were 
parts of the fame machine which moved fome 
hundred arms at once. This man might be 
compared to the K.AE","~ in the !hips of the anci
ent Greeks: indeed, the view of the Taheitian 
fleet frequently brought to our mind an idea of 
the naval f.Jrce which that nation employed in 
the nrft ages of its exiftence, and induced us to 
compare them together. The Greeks were 
doubtlefs better armed, having the ufe of me
tals; but it feemed plain, from the writings of 
Homer, in fpight of poetical embellifbment, 
that their mode of fighting was irregular, and 
their arms fimple, like thofe of Taheitee. The 
uniFed. efforts of Greece againft 'Troy, in remote 
antIqUIty, could not be much more confiderable 
t~an the armament of O-Too againft the ifle of 
Elmeo j and the boafted mille carince, were pro-

. bably 
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bably not more formidable than a fleet of large 1774· 
canoes, which require from fifty to an hundred May. 

and tw-enty men to paddle them. The naviga- I--v--J 
tion of the Greeks in thofe days was not more 
extenfive than that which is practifed by the Ta-
heitians at prefent, being confined to /hort paf
fagesfrom ifland to ifland; and as the frars at 
night directed the mariners through the Archi-
pelago at that time, fo they frill continue to guide 
others in the Pacific ocean. The Greeks were 
brave; but the numerous wounds of the Tahei-
tian chiefs, are all proofs of their fpirit and 
prowefs, It feems to be certain, that in their 
t attl: s they rouze- themfelves into a kind of 
phrenzy, and that their bravery is a violent fit of 
paiTion. From Homer's battles it is evident, 
that the heroiim which produced the wonders he 
records, was exactly of the fame nature. Let 
us for a moment be allowed to carry this com-
parifon ftill farther. The heroes of Homer are 
reprefented to us as men of fupernatural fize and 
force. The Taheitian chiefs, compared to the 
common people, are fo much fuperior in ftature 
and elegance of form, that they look like a dif-
ferent race *. It requires a more than ordinary 
quantity of food to fatisfy ftomachs of unufual 
dimenfions. Accordingly we find, that the 
mighty men at the fiege of Troy, and the chiefs 
of Taheitee, are both famous for eating; and it 
appears that pork was a diet no lefs admired by 
the Greeks, than it is by the Taheitians at this 
day. Simplicity of manners is obfervable in 
both nations; and their domeftic character alike 
is hofpitable, affectionate, and humane. There 

IS 

.. M. de B01.)gainvilJe has been Jed by this difference of 
appearance to aifert, that they were really two different 
races. See his Voyage round the World, p. 249. 
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1774. is even a fimilarity in their political conftitution. 
MAY. The chiefs of diftri8:s at Taheitee are powerful 

'--v--' princes, who have not more refpeCt for 0-Too, 
than the Greek heroes had for the" King of 
men;" and the common people are fo little no
ticed in the Iliad, that they appear to have had 
no greater confequence, than the towtows in 
the South Sea. In iliort, I believe the fimilitude 
might be trace? in many ot?er in~ances; but it 
was my intentIOn only to hmt at It, and not to 
abufe the patience of my readers. What I have 
here f::lid is fufficient to prove, that men in a 
fimilar fiate of civilization refemble each other 
more than we are aware 'of, even in the moll: 
oppollee extremes of the world. I thould be 
forry to have made thefe flight remarks, if they 
fuould unfortunately lead fame learned fchemer 
on a wrong fcent. The itch of tracing the pe
digree of nations has lately made fuch havock in 
hiftory, by endeavouring to combine the Egyp
tians and Chinefe, that the learned mufr fin
cerely with, it may never become a contagious 
diftemper. 

O-Too came on board, and dined with us for 
the laft time. He propofed to my father and 
Mr. Hodges to fray at Taheitee, and promifed 
very ferioufly to make them arees or chiefs of 
the rich diftriets of Parre and Matavai'. Whe
ther he had any interefred motives for this pro
pofal, or. whether it came merely from the ful
nefs of hIS heart, I cannot determine. As foon 
as the dinner was over we weighed our anchor, 
and fet fail. 0-Too requefted the captain to fire 
[orne cannon, and was the laft Taheitian who 
1}epped into his canoe, after cordially embrac
j~g us all. Th.e noife of the cannon, by frun
nmg our ears In fome meafure, diverted our 
thoughts from taking that melancholy turn 

which 
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which is natural on thefe occafions. It prevent- 1774· 
ed our giving a loofe to the foft feelings with MAY. 

which the worth of this fimple and beneficent '----v--J 
nation had infpired us; but it was a favourable 
opportunity for one of our feamen to make his 
e1cape to the ifland. He was obferved fwim-
ming towards the iliore, and fome canoes were 
feen paddling to his af11ftance, when we diipatch-
ed a boat which brought him back, much againft 
his inclinations. His frolic coft him a fortnight'S 
confinement in irons. There is great reafon to 
[uppofe that a plan was concerted between him 
and the natives, who perhaps had promifed 
themfelves as great advantages from retaining 
an European, as that European might expect by 
dwelling with them. If we fairly confider the 
different fituations of a common failor on board 
the Refolution, and of a Taheitian on his ii1and, 
we cannot blame the former, if he attempted to 
rid himfelf of the numberlefs difcomforts of a 
voyage round the world, and preferred an eary 
life, free from cares, in the happieft climate of 
the world, to the frequent viciilitudes which are 
entailed upon the mariner. The moft favoura-
ble profpetts of future fuccefs in England, which 
he might form in idea, could never be [0 flat-
tering to his [enfes, as the lowly hope of living 
like the meaneft Taheitian. It was highly pro-
bable, that immediately on his return to Eng-
land, inftead of indulging in repofe thofe limbs 
which had been to!fed from pole to pole, he 
would be placed in another !hip, where the fame 
fatigues, nocturnal watches, and unwholefome 
food, would ftill fall to his {hare; or though he 
were allowed to folace himfelf for a few days, 
after a long feries of hardlbips, he mull: expect 
to be [eized in the midft of his enjoyments, and 
to be dragged an unwilling champion ~o the de-

fence 
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) 774. fence of his country: to be cut off in the flower 
MAY. of his age, or to remain miferably crippled, with 

t..--..r--Ionly half his limbs, might be the alternatives 
to which he would be reduced. But fuppofing 
he could efcape thefe misfortunes, frill he muft 
earn his fubfiftence in England, at the expence 
of labour, and" i,n the fweat of his brow," 
when this eldeft curfe on mankind is fcarcely felt 
at Taheitee. The drudgery of our country 
people is continual, and their exertion of ftrength 
very violent. Before they can make the leaft 
ufe of corn, they muft undergo the various la
bours of ploughing, reaping, thrafbing, and 
grinding. They are obliged to cultivate an 
hundred times more than they can confume, in 
order to fupport a breed of animals, whofe affift
ance in hufbandry is abfo]utely neceffary; and 
to pay for the liberty of tilling the ground, for 
the articles of drefs indifpenfable in a' raw cli
mate; for their tools, and a variety of things, 
which they might eafily make with their own 
hands, if agriculture alone did not engrois their 
time and attention. The tradefman, the ma
nufaCturer, the artift, all are obliged' to work 
with equal affiduity, in order to furnifb the 
goods, in return for which the farmer gives 
them bread. How different from this, how in
dolent is the life of the Taheitian! Two or three 
bread-fruit trees, which grow almoft without any 
culture, and which flourifh as long as he himfelf 
can expeCt to live, fupply him with abundant 
food ~uri~g three-fourths of the year. The fu
perflulty 15 fermented and preferved, as a whole
fome? ~ourifbing and palatable bread, for the 
remamrng months. Thofe plants which require 
the greateft attendance at Taheitee, the cloth
trees and eddo-roots, are culrivated with much 
lefs trouble than our cabbages and kitchen-

herbs, 
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herbs, though their u[es are infinitely more ex- '774, 
ten five. The whole proce[s neceifary to plant MAY. 

a bread tree, is to break off a found branch, "-v--J 
and frick it in the ground. The banana, whofe 
rich clufrers [eem too great a weight for the her-
baceous frem, annually fhoots afrefh from the 
root. The royal palm, at once the ornament of 
the plain, and a ufeful gift of nature to its inha-
bitants; the golden apple, whofe falutary effects 
we have fo frrongly experienced, and a number 
of other plants, all thrive with fuch luxuriance, 
and require fo little trouble, that I may venture 
to, call them fpontaneous. The manufacture of 
drefs is an agreeable pafrime for the women, and 
the building of ,houfes and canoes, with the 
making of tools and arms, are occupations 
which become amufing by being voluntary, and 
intended for the more immediate ufe of the ar-
tificers. Moft of their days are therefore fpent 
in a round of various enjoyments, in a country 
where nature has lavifhed many a pleafing land-
fcape; where the temperature of the air is warm, 
but continually refrefhed by a wholefome breeze 
from the fea; and where the iky is almoft con-
ftantly ferene. This climate, and its falubriotls 
productions, contribute to the ftrength and the 
elegance of their form. They are all well-pro
portioned, and fome would have been felected 
by Phidias or Praxiteles, as models of mafculine 
beauty. Their features are [weet, and unruffled 
by violent paffions. Their large eyes, their 

. arched eyebrows, and high forehead, give a no
ble air to their heads, which are adorned by thong 
beards, and a comely growth of hair *. Thefe, 

as 

<I< It has been faid by other navigators, that they eradi. 
cate the hair of the upper-lip, the breafr and arm-pits; but 
this is by no means a general cufrom. The chiefs in parti
cular, and the king himfelf; preferve their whifkers. 
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1774. as well as their beautiful teeth, are the proofs of 
MAY. vigour, and of a found habit of body. The 

'--v--J [ex the partners of their felicity, are likewife 
well-formed; their irregular charms win the 
heart of their countrymen, and their unaffected 
fmiles, and a willi to pleafe, infure them mutual 
efteem and love. A kind of happy uniformity 
funs through the whole life of the Taheitians. 
They rife with the [un, and haften to rivers and 
fountains, to perform an ablution equally reviv
ing and cleanly. They pafs the morning at 
work, or walk about till the heat of the day in
cr-eafes, when they retreat to their dwellings, or 
repofe under fame tufted tree. There they 
amufe themfelves with fmoothing their hair, and 
anoint it with fragrant oils; or they blow the 
flute, and fing to it, or liften to the fongs of the 
birds. At the hour of noon, or a little later, 
they go to dinner. After their meals they re
hlme their domeftic amufements, during which 
the flame of mutual affection fpreads in every 
heart, and unites the rifing generation with new 
and tender ties. The lively je11, without any 
ill-nature, the artlefs tale, the jocund dance and 
frugal fupper, bring on the evening; and ano-

. ther vifit to the river concludes the att:ions of 
the day. Thus contented with their fimple way 
of life, and placed in a delightful country, they 
are free from cares, and happy in their igno-
ranee. 

. Ihr.leben flieffet verborgen, 
Wle klare bache durch hlumen dahin. KunST. 

, I~ mufr ?e allowed, that thefe advantages are 
aeclfive wl~h thofe,. wh<? hav~ nothing fa much 
at heart as the gratificatIon of their fenCes. No 
wtmder then that a failor, perhaps le[s guided by 
rea[on than the reft of his comrades I'hould , 

hurry 
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hurry on headlong after the pleafures of the pre- J 774· 
fent moment. It is certain, at the fame time, ~ 
that being born and bred up in an aCtive fphere 
of life, acquainted with numberlefs fubjetl:s. 
utterly unknown to the Taheitians. and accuf-
tomed to extend his thoughts to paft and future 
occurrences, he would tbortly have been tired 
of an uninterrupted tranquillity and continual 
famenefs, fuited only to a people whofe notions 
are fimple and confined. , 

The ideas of happinefs are infinitely various 
in different nations, according to their manners, 
principles, and degrees of civilization. As the 
produCtions and apparent good qualities of our 
globt; are either profufely or fparingly diftri
buted, on its different parts, the diverfity of hu
man opinions is a convincing proof of that pa
ternal love, and unerring wifdom, which, in the 
plan of this world, has provided for the good 
of mankind, alike in the torrid and the frigid 
zone. 

Fix'd to no fpot is happinefs tincere, 
'Tis no where to be found) or ev'ry where. Po~ E; 

C H A 1;>. 
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C H A p~ VII. 

'l'he fecond flay at the Society Ijland!. 

1774· A Briik gale carried us fwiftly from Tahei
~ tee. We were frill buGed in contemplating, its 
Satur. 14. beautiful [eenery, when an unexpe0ed o~leCl: 

on our own' decks attracted our attentIOn This 
was no oth,,1' t~12~1 one of the finefr women w]-,om 
we had f"een in the country, and who had re
folved to go with us to Raietea (Ulietea), hr:~ 
native ifland. Her parents, from w],:..Jm Ibe 
had eloped to Tabeitee with a favoured lover 
fame years ago, w;:{c frill alive, and the force 
of affection wged her irrefiftibly to viiit them. 
She was by no means apprehenGve of their an
ger, but on ti1e contrary expected a kind 
reception. The little yonthful errors of the 
heart are eafily forgiven, where intereft and am
bition have fo little fway She had concealed 
herfelf on board during O-Too's lail: vifit, as 
he had exprefsly ordered that no woman {bould 
go with us; but being fafe at prefent, fhe ven
tured to make her appearance. Mahine's bro
ther, his fervant, and two other natives of Bo
rabora, likewife took a paffage with us, confi· 
dently relying on a people who had fo faithfully 
brought one of their countrymen back: again, 
and who had endeavoured to fhew him every 
kindnefs in their power. Their company gave 
life to our eonverfation, and fhortened the day 
of o~r paff~ge to Huahine. The girl was dreif
ed m a fUit of cloaths belonging to one of the 
officers, and was fo much pleafed with her new 

garments, 
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garments, that !he went afhore in them as Coon 1774-
as the arrived at that ifland. She dined wi th MAY. 

the officers, without the leaft fcrupIe, and laugh. ~ 
ed at the prejudices of her countrymen with 
all the good fenC~ of a citizen of the world. 
With a proper education fhe might >lave fhone 
as a woman of genius even in Europe; fince, 
without the advantage of a cultivated under
ftanding, her great vivacity joined to very po-
lite manners already were fufficient to make 
her company fupportable. 

We failed on all night; and the next morn- Satur. t 5; 
ing, at day break, the ifland of Huahine was 
in fight. In the afternoon we came to an an-
chor in the northern branch of Wharre harbour, 
where we lay not more than fifty yards from the 
fuore. We were vifited by fome of the natives, 
who brought hogs to fell; but demanded hatchets 
in return, which were now fa fcaree on board, 
that we referved them for great oeca1lons. Oree, 
the regent of the ifland, came to us before fun-
fet in a fmall canoe, and brought a hog and a 
target of war to captain Cook, for which he re-
ceived a fuitable prefent. He gave us fome 
pepper-roots this time, but without any of the 
ceremonies obferved at our former vifit to the 
ifland "'. In the evening we had a perfect calm, 
and were highly delighted with viewing and 
hearing the natives, who tat in their houCes a-
long the !hare, around their candles, which are 
oily nuts £tuck on a flender flick. One of tbe 
firO: who came on board the next day was Po-
rea, the Taheitian youth, who had left that 
itland with us eight months' ago, liut had with-
drawn himfelf from us at Raietea. He told us, 
it was by no means with his confent that he 
ftaid behind. Having an amour with a pretty 

VOL. II. H girl, 

.. See voLl 
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J 774. girl fhe had appointed a rendezvous, to which 
MAY. he had hafrened, after delivering the powder-

f-v---J horn to captain Cook. On his arriving at the 
place appointed with his fairmifrrefs, he had 
been attacked by her father, with fome atten
dants who had frripped him of his European 
doaths, beaten him foundly, and confined him 
till after our departure. He had then taken the 
firft opportuni ty of croiling over to Huahine, 
where he had been fupported by the hofpitality 
of feveral friends, fo that he was now in a very 
good plrght. From his frory we may gather, 
that the people of thefe iDands do not always· 
permit their daughters to follow their ownincli
nations; though according to our ideas, Porea's 
attempt did not authorife the father to rob him 
of his doaths. 

We went on fhore early, and rambled to the 
lagoons, which the fea forms to the northward 
of the harbour. We found them furrounded 
by fwamps, filled with variety of Eafr Indian 
plants; and their fhores confifred of a Dimy 
mud, which, from ils appearance, and fetid 
fmell, we thought to be of the fame nature and 
qualities with hepar julphuris. There were great 
flocks of ducks upon the lagoon; but we found 
it difficult to approach them, as we funk into 
the mud, whenever we ventured to walk through 
it. The prof pea which this piece of water 
forms, is however extremely pleafing and pic
turefque. The ftinking effluvia of the lagoons 
are probably efteemed unwholefome, as we ob
ferved but very few hou[es on their banks. On 
the rea fide they are inclofed by a narrow coral 
led~e covered with fand, a little elevated, along 
,whlch we found great numbers of COCO-1lut 
palms. The marfhes Dope down from this im-
mediately to the ftagnant water. We were en
tertained by one of the natives with coco-nuts, 

which 



R 0 U N D THE W 0 R L D. 99 
which were at prefent very [carce upon the 1774· 
iiland. In returning home our [er'Vant, who MAY. 
carried a bag with plants, and another with iron '---.r--J 
tools, was knocked down a few yards behind us, 
and would have been robbed, if we had not 
turned back by chance; but at fight of us the 
thieves ran off. This was the fecond time that 
our people were thus boldly attacked by the na"' 
tives of Huahine, who feern, upon the whole1 

to be more licentious under the infirm govern-
ment of old Oree, than thofe of Taheitee, and 
of the other Society Iflands. 

This old chief appeared to be much more in ... 
dolent at this time than at our firft vifit, and 
his intellects feemed to be conftderably impair
ed. His eyes were red and inflamed, and his 
whole body lean and [caly. We were not long 
at a lofs to account for this change, having ob
ferved that he was now much addicted to the 
intoxicating pepper-draught, of which he drank 
great quantities, prepared exceffively ftrong. 
Mahine had the honour of drinking with him 
for feveral nights together1 and received fuch a 
{hare of his naufeous beverage, that he common~ 
ly awoke the next morning with a violent head
ach. 

We made another excilrflon to the fame place 
the next day, and brought back a number of 
Gorals1 ibells, and echini, which the natives 
had gathered for us on the feaibore. We re
ceived prefents of hogs and targets from differ
ent chiefs, who came on purpo[e to viftt their 
old acquaintances, and would not fell or part 
with their goods, till they raw their friend for 
whom they were deftined. The next day we 
took a walk up one of the hills, which is every 
where planted with bread-trees, pepper and mul
berry-trees, yams and eddoes. The mulberry 

H ~ or 
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1774· or cloth-trees were cultivated with particular at-
~ tention; the ground between them was care

fully weeded, and manured wi th broken decay
ed fuells and coral, and the whole plantation 
furrounded with a deep furrow or channel, in 
order to drain it. In many places they had 
burnt away ferns and various furubs, in order 
to prepare the ground for ft:lture plantations. 
At a confiderable height upon the hill we found 
a haufe, the inhabitants of which, an old wo
man and her daughter; hofpitably entertained 
us. We gave them feveral beads and nails, 
and fome red feathers, which laft were rather 
accepted as a curiofity, than as things of great 
value. This opinion was general among the 
people at Huahine; they wanted hatchets in 
exchange for their hogs, and fmaller iron tools 
for other provifions, and as we were well flock
ed with animals, we did not like their price, 
though it was the fame which we had formerly 
given. Since red feathers have really no intrin
fic value, and are only u[ed for ornamen~, we 
have another convincing proof of the fuperior 
affluence and luxury of the Taheitians, in the 
great eagernefs which they expreiTed to purchafe 
them. The difference is obvioufly owing to 
the excellence of their country, compared to 
Huahine, where the ambient plain is fa narrow 
and inconfiderable, that the llij.tives are obliged 
to cultivate the hills. 

Several .bold thefts were committed, during 
the followmg days, by the natives, for which 
it was not in our power to obtain redrefs. Some 
other attempts however were puniilied. A par
ty of petty officers were gone to t~ke the di
verfion of fbooting on a hill, and had a marine 
with them, who carried fome hatchets and nails 
in a bag. A native who attended them, fee..., 

ing 
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iag that their fowling-piece miffed fire feveral 1774. 
times, took his opportunity, when the marine MAY. 

had lai,d down his bundle, to fnatch it up, and t..-..r-J 
ran off with it. The day after the gentlemen 
went to fee a heiva or public dance, and luckily 
found the thief among the fpectators. He COfl-

feffed his mifdemeanouJl', but promifed, if they 
~ould pardon ~im, to bring them [orne targets 
In return, whIch were always reckoned equiva-
lent to our hatchets. They were contented 
with his fubmiffion, and! the man punctuaJly 
kept his word the next day; which fhews that 
he was by no means to be compared to our 
hardened finners, but was fully fenfible of the 
generous treatment which he had, met with. 
Another attempted to fteal a powder-horn, but 
he was deteeted, and requited by blows. Even 
the poor gi·rI, who came on board at Taheitee1 

tempted them by wearing an European drefs. 
A number of nativt's fet upon her in a houfe, 
when (he was ·leaft aware of it, and began to 
ftrip off her doaths; when fome of our people 
fortunately came by, who put the thieves to 
flight. This accident frightened her fo much, 
that ilie never ventured out of the !hip alone for 
the future. 

On the 19th we took a walk towards the JongThurf. K9. 
inlet, where Dr. Sparrman had been robbed 
about eight months before. The weather was 
rainy at firft, and the ihowers became fo fevere, 
that we retreated into a fmall hut, to prevent 
our being wetted to the {kin. We found here a 
friendly family, who immediately offered us 
fome frefh bread~fruit and forne fillies to eat, 
that being always the firft mark of hofpitality 
among the inha:bitants of the South Sea. An 
elderly woman, of [orne note, had likewife 
taken fhelter under the fame roof, with one of 

her 
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1774. her attendants, who led a hog to her home. As 
MAY. we fet out together, when the fhower was over, 
~ the good woman pre[ented the hog to us, and 

invited us to her houfe, which lay at a confi
derable dift-anee. We croifed the hill, and de
fcended to the fea thore on the oppofite fide of 
the· if1and. Our way was extremely ilippery; 
but we collected a number of plants which had 
novelty to recommend them. The weather 
~hanged before we reached the plain below, 
and became delightfully fair. We found a bay, 
with an extenfive fhoal of coral, and a fmall 
if1et, where great flocks of wild-ducks, curlews, 
and fnipes refided. We received feveral refrelh
ments from the natives, which our friendly old 
lady endeavoured to procure. After we had 
;amufed ourfelves for fame time with fuooting; 
we_ croifed the hills in another direction, and 
paffing through a fine valley, well inhabited, 
and rich in all [arts of plantations, we came to 
the woman's dwelling on the fea fhore. Here 
we found an old man, her hufband, and a large 
family, fome of whom Were grown up. She 
treated us with ft-ewed fowls, bread-fruit, and 
~oco-nuts, and then rent us in her own canoe 
to the fhip, which lay about five miles off by 
{ea, bu~ at leaft twice as-far by land. There 
was a kIDd of ailiduity to ferve us in this good 
woman's behaviour, which I had not often ex.., 
perienced in thofe numerous inftances of hof
pitality, dailx obvious to the ftranger in the 
South Sea If1ands. It is a moft convincing 
proof of the excellence of the human heart; 
~ri its .fimple fiate,. before ambition, luxury; 
and vanot:s other pafhons have corrupted it. . 

Fliday 20. We fimd on board the next day till the after
noon, and then went afhore with captain Cook 
to a long houfe, which was a common recep-

. tacIe~ 
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t~cle, or caravanfera, for many families, who 1774· 
travelled thither in order to be near us. We MA Y. 

found feveral inferior chiefs there; but Oree '--v--J 
was gone to a different part of the ifiand. Af-
ter converting with them for fOme time, [everal 
natives arrived, who brought an account that 
our firit and fecond lieutenant, with one of the 
mates, had been ftri Fped by feveral robbers. A 
great number of the inhabitants immediately 
fled, and all who remained expreffed ftrong 
marks of fear. We could not collect with cer-
tainty, fliOm the information of different peo-
ple, whether our officers had been beaten or 
killed; the Taheitian word, matte, exprefiing 
both thefe ideas. We were however foon re-
lieved from this ftateof [urpence, by the ap
pearance of the gentleme~, perfectly fafe, with 
their arms and cloaths. They informed us, 
that having been !hooting near the lagoons, 
they had been attacked unawares by [orne of 
the natives, who, upon their refufing to part 
with their fowling pieces, had beaten them, 
and wrefted thofe arms out of their hands; that 
a chief happening to pafs by during the ftruggle, 
had come to their afiiftance, and had effected 
the recovery of every article which had been 
taken from. them. We returned on board to-
gether, and obferved that the natives forfook 
the ac.ljacent country. The next-morning early, 
Mahine, who had fiept on ihore, brought a mef-
[age from Oree to captain Cook, importing that 
there were thirteen offenders, whom he could 
not puni!h without the captain's affiftance: he 
reque1l:ed him therefore to fend twenty-two 
armecl men, which he expreffed by the [arne 
number of fmall fticks, and promifed to join 
them with fome of his own warriors, who 
fuould go out to chaftife the rebels. Captain 

Cook 
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1774. Cook went on iliore with Mahine, in order to 
MAY. be more fLIlly a{fLIred of Gree's intention ~ but 
~ not underfranding enough of the language, he 

received very little intelligence As [oon as he 
returned on board, lie confulted with the offi
cers; and, on tbis occafio • the fecond lieute-:
nant ingenuoufly confeffeci that they themfelves 
had been the aggreliors, and had dra-wn upon 
them the fevere revenge whIch the natives had 
taken. One of them having iliot a couple of 
ducks Iil the lagoon, deiired a native, who at
tencieG him, to fetch ,hem out of the water. The 
fIlan, who had repeatedly done him thisgoo~ 
office before, refufedto lerve as a fpaniel any 
longer, Our officer beat him, however, till 
he went in, and worked himfelf through ther 
mud with gn:at agility, in a motion between 
fwimming and walking. When he had reache4 
the ducks, which lay at a confiderable diftance 
from the ihore, he fwam off with them to th~ 
oppofite fide of the lagoon, perhaps confciou~· 
that he deferved them for the trouble he had 
taken. As this did not agree wjrh the (eaman's 
intentions, he loaded his mufket with ball, and 
fired, but fortunately miffed him. Be was 
p~eparing; to load ~gain, when the croud about 
him, feelilg the hfe of their countryman fo 
wantonly {ported with, feized his arms. He 
~~lle<i. to his companions for help, but they were 
llKeWlle furrounded; and though one of them 
fir.ed a load _of {hot into the thighs of a native~ 
thIS only exaperated them the more; [0 that hel 
was beateri and bruifed without mercy. Ma
hine's atrendant, qr fervant,.a frout youth, of 
Ii very low iIatLlr:=, *l.ccompallled our gentlemen, 
and fought de{perately in their favour, but was 
overpowered by numbers. After this confef-
r, h .1On, t _e cafe WaS greatly altered; however, 

. th~ 
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the captain reCoIved to queftion Oree once more, 1774-
and to that purpoCe defired my father to accom- MAY. 
pany him to the {hare, being convinced that no '-v--J 
perC on on board was at this time fo well verCed 
in the language of the country. They [oon, 
learnt from Oree, that he intended we fbould 
IJlJlrch to the dwellings of the natives who had 

/thus done- themfeives juftice, and who feemed 
te have withdrawn themfelves even from his 
power; and that he wiihed to take all their 
goods and hogs, and give them to us. Captain 
Cook returned to the fbip, and Ce1etl:ed a party 
of forty-feven Europeans, including the officers. 
Dr. Sparrman, my father, and myfelf; not in
Geed to reduce the rebellious fubjetl:s of Oree 
to their duty, who had fo much r-ea[on to com
plain of injuftice from our people, but perhaps 
to fhew that he did not entirely approve of their 
cqnduct We landed, and marched with Oree and 
a few of the natives towards the diftrict: where the 
robbery was committed. In proportion as we ad
vanced, the croud at our heels encreafed in num
ber to feveral hundreds, and took up arms in 
the neighj)ouring houfes. Oree himfelf wielded 
:a fpear ten feet long, with a barbed tail of fting
ray at the point. We baIted at the diftance of 
about two miles, and were now acquainted by 
M~hine that the natives had formed the plan 
of furrounding and cutting us off. Oree was 
defirous to fray behind; but captain Cook per
{uaded bim and a few other chiefs to go with us, 
whilft the reft of the craud were ordered to pro
ceed no further, under pretence, that in cafe of 
an engagement, we fhould not be able to diftin
guiih friends from foes. We marched about 
three miles to a place where the path divided; 
we chafe that which Jed acrofs a very fteep rock, 
in preference to another at the foot of it. Steps 

" W~ 
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1774. were cut in the rock, on the oppofite fide, 
MAY. where we defcended ag:::rin on the plain. This 
~ pafs was fo dangerous, that captain Cook pro

pofed to leave a detachment of his petty army 
here; but feeing that the croud advanced nowly 
after him, in fpite of Oree's orders, he reColved 
to return, and declared to the natives that the 
enemy was too far off to be purfued. We came 
back to a fpacious houfe, about halfway to the 
ibip, where Oree regaled us with coco-nuts. 
Whilft we remained there, fome of the natives 
brought feveral bananaftalks, two dogs, and 
a pig. They prefented them to the captain, 
holding a long fpeech on the occafion, which 
was moftly unintelligible, but feemed to relate 
to the affair that had brought us into the field. 
A large hog was fhewn to us at the fame time, 
but inftead of being prefented, it was led off 
again. From hence we reached the fea /hore 
oppofite the fhip about noon, and then fired 
our mufkets in platoons over the fea. This 
manceuvre furprifed the natives prodigiou11y, as 
it convinced them that we could keep up a con
ftant fire, of which they had no idea before, 
and fhewed them to what vaft diftances our balls· 
could be projeCted. Thus ended our warlike 
expedition, to the wifh of a few individuals 
amongft us, who had too great an affeCtion for 
all their brethren, to defire their deftruCtion.· 
It was not fo fatisfaCtory to others, who, inured,' 
to the horrid fcenes of war and bloodilied, had 
acquired, by force of habit, a deteftableeager
nels to try their fkill in fhooting at men, rather 
than at a mark! 

We faw but few natives about the fhip all the 
next afternoon; [orne fruit was however ex
changed for [mall nails. Our friends vifited us 
the next JnQ)"I).iI).g? with many prefent~ of differ-

ent 
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ent forts. One of them, a chief, named Mo- 1774· 
ruma, had fingled out my fath~r as his friend, MAY. 

and came with his wife and family to fee us. "-v--J 
Several articles were diftributed to them, in re-
turn for thofe which the chief had brought; but 
he thought our prefent fo_ much more valuable 
than his, that he feemed quite enchanted, and 
his eyes with peculiar eloquence expreifed a live-
ly fenfe of grati tude. He returned therefore to Mond. 23. 
us again the next morning, ~hen we were get-
ting under fail, and after loading us with new 
prefents, diifolved in tears at parting. 

We left the three friends of Mahine on this 
j11and,but had taken on board another native, 
who was fent from Oree with a meifage to 0-
Poonee, the king of Borabora. This ambaifa
dor appeared to be a very ftupid fellow; we 
could not however dive into the [ecret of his 
million, nor were any of us folicitous about it. 
His name was Hurree-hilrree, which, in its 
Englifh acceptation, feemed to be remarkably 
well chofen for a meifenger. 

The next day before noon we anchored in Tuef. 2{0 

the entrance of Hamaneno harbot:)r, on the 
Wand of Raietea, and fpent the reft of the day, 
till after fun-fet, in warping the (hip into the 
pafon. The chief O-Rea came on board, and 
feemed highly delighted with our return. The 
appearance of Mahine and Hurree doubtlefs 
ftrengthened his good opinion of us, and in-
fpired all his people }Vith confidence. We went 
on (hore to his hou[e with captain Cook the 
next morning, and were met by his wife and Wedn. 2$. 
his daughter Poyadua. The wife cut her head 
with a (hark's tooth, and received the blood on 
a bit of cloth; and both wept and fobbed aloud 
together for fame time. However when they 
had concluded this ceremony, they were as 

merry 
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1774. merry as if nothing had happened. We were 
MAY. confined to his houfe by heavy fhowers of rain 

'--v---I till noon, when we returned to the fhip, which 
was now brought into a narrow creek, where 
fhe lay clofe to the fhore, for the convenience of 
watering. 

We walked along this creek in the afternoon, 
as far as the intermittent fhowers would per
mit. The fhore was lined with innumerable 
canoes, whilft every houfe and fhed was croud
cd with people, many of whom were prepa.ring 
large and luxurious dinners, from heaps of pro
vifions which were every where accumulated. 
We were told that a peculiar fociety or order 
of perfons of both fexes) named Arreoy, exifted 
in thefe iilands; and that they aifembled at 
times from all parts, and travelled through all 
the iilands, feafting and caroufing to exce[s. 
During the time we lay at Huahine, we had 
obferved no lefs than feventy canoes, with more 
than feven hundred of thefe arreoys on board, 
croffing over to Raietea in one morning. We 
were told that they had fpent a few days 
on the eaft fide of the iiland, and were arrived 
dn its weftern fhore only a day or two before 
us. We took notice that they were all per
fons of fome confequence, and of the race of 
chiefs. Some of the men were punCtured 
in large broad blotches; and Mahine a{fur
cd us, thefe were the moft eminent members 
of the [ociety, and that the more they were 
covered with punCtures, the higher was their 
rank. They were in general ftout and well 
made, and all profdfed themfelves warriors. 
Mahine had a very high veneration for this foci. 
ety, and told us he himfelf was a member. 
T~ey are united by the ties of reciprocal friend-
011:, and exercife hofpitality towards each other, 
m Its greateft latitude. As foon as an arreoy 

vifits 
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vifits another, though he were unknown to him, 1774· 
he is fure to have his wants fupplied, and his ~ 
defires gratified; he is introduced to other mem-
bers of the order, and they vie with each other 
in loading him with careffes and prefents. It 
was to this principle that Mahine afcribed all 
the pleafures which he had enjoyed at Taheitee. 
The firft people who raw him on board were 
arreoys, according to his account, and in that 
quality made him a prefent of their garments, 
fince he had no other than European c1oaths. 
It appears, that one or more perfons of each lit-
tle family of chiefs enter into this community, 
of which the invariable and fundamental cha-
raCter is, that none of its members are permit-
ted to have any children. From the accounts 
of the moft intelligent among the natives, we 
have great room to [uppo(e, that the original 
inftitution required their living in perpetual 
celibacy. As this law was"too repugnant to 
the impul[es of nature, which muft be uncom-
monly ftrong in their climate, they [oon tran[-
greffed it; but pre[erved the intention of the 
pre[cribed abftinence, by fuffocating their un
fortunate offspring immediately after birth. 

The arreoys enjoy feveral privileges, and are 
greatly fC;fpected throughout the Society mands 
and Tah6tee; nay, they claim a great (hare 
of honour from the very circumftance of being 
cbildlefs. Tupaya, when he heard that the 
king of England had a numerous offspring, de
clared he thought him(elf much greater, becau[e 
he belonged to the arreoys "'. In moil: other 
countries the name of a parent gives honour 
and re[pett; but when anarreoy, at Tahei-

tee, 

~ This anecdote I have heard from captain Cook in 
conver[ation. 
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1774. tee, emphatically befl:ows it, it is meant as a 
MAY. term of contempt and reproach. The arreoys 

'-v---J keep great meetings at fl:ated times, travelling 
from one if1and to another. They feaft on the 
choiceft vegetables, and on plenty of pork, dog's 
flefh, fiili, and poultry, which is liberally fur
niilied by the tow tows, or lower clafs, for their 
entertainment. The pepper-root drink is pre
pared and fwallowed in furpriting quantities on 
thefe occations. Wherever they go, the train of 
fenfual pleafure waits upon them. They are 
amufed with rnutic and dances, which are faid 
to be particularly lafcivious at night, when no 
other fpectators betides themfelves are admitted. 

In a country fo far emerged from barbarifm 
as Taheitee, it cannot be fuppofed that a fociety 
would have maintained itfelf to the prefent time, 
which appears fo injurious to the reft of the na
tion, unlefs its advantages were fa contiderable1 

as to require its continuance. Two reafons 
feem to favour the exifl:ence of arreoys, and 
both are in fome meafure connected together. 
The firft appears to be the neceffity of enter
taining a body of warriors, to defend their fel
low·citizens from the invations and depredations 
of enemies This is confirmed by the circum
fiance, that all the arreoys are warriors; but as 
love might be fuppofed to enervate them, they 
were refl:rair:ed to that celibacy, which they have 
fince found It too difficult to obferve. The fe~ 
cond reafon for the affociation of the arreoys, 
feems to be to prevent the too rapid propagation 
of the' race of chiefs. An intelligent man, who 
perhaps was once the law-giver of Taheitee, 
might forefee, that the common people would at 
length groan under the yoke of this numerouS 
and ever-multiplying breed of petty-tyrants "'. 

To 
'If See vol. 1. 



R 0 U N D THE W 0 R L D. I I r 

To oblige a part of them to a fIngle life, was J 774· 
the iliorteft means of obtaining this end; but MAY. 

certain glaring advantages were to be held out, '--v--J 
to make them fubmit without reluctance to fuch 
a reftraint. From hence we may derive that 
high efteem with which the whole nation honours 
the order of arreoys; and likewife account for 
their authority, and for their gluttony in eating, 
which. has been the pri vilege of warriors in every 
country, before they became the tools of tyrand 

ny. When the arreoys had once fo far departed 
from the laws of their firft inftitution, as to ad-
mit the commerce with the fex, it is eafy to con-
ceive, that, by infenfible degrees, they have al-
moft wholly loft the original chafte and fober 
fpirit of the order. They are at prefent, with-
out doubt, the moft luxurious fet of people in 
the i!1and; though I have not found the leaft 
reafon to charge them with a refinement in vo
luptuoufnefs, which is at once improbable, and 
inconfiftent with the tendernefs of the whole peo-
ple. We have been told a wanton tale of pro
mifcuous embraces, where every woman i5 com-
mon to every man: but when we enquired for a 
confirmation of this ftory from the natives, we 
were foon convinced that it muft, like many 
others, be confidered as the groundlefs invention 
of a traveller's gay fancy. 

Some arreoys are married to a woman, in the 
fame manner as Mahine was to the daughter of 
Toperree *; but others keep a temporary mif
trefs. Many may perbaps revel in the arms of 
:/everal proftitutes, which are to be met with in 
all the i!1ands. This diffolute pleafure is how
ever much more frequeFlt in every civilized 
country of Europe; but I apprehend it would 

not 

! See page 75. 
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1774' not authorife an a{[ertion, that in Europe there 
MAY. exifrs a fociety of men and women, who prac-

\..-v--J tife a particular refinement of fenfuality"'. When 
we confider the whole charaCter of the Taheitians; 
when we recolleCt their gentlenefs,their generofity, 
their affeCtionate friendfhip, their tendernefs, their 
pity, we cannot reconcile thefe qualities to the 
murder of their own offspring. We fhudder at 
the frern inhumanity of the father, but much 
more fo at the obdurate heart of the mother, 
where the voice of nature, and of powerful in
frinct, fhould cry aloud for mercy and protec
tion. The paths of virtue are but too ealily for
faken; frill we are at a 10Cs to conceive, how a 
people [0 much left to nature,· could arrive at 
fuch a detefrable pitch of depravity: but cuftom, 

That monfrer cuftom, who all fente doth eat 
Of habits evil---- SHAKESPEARE. 

gradually blunts every feeling, and overcomes 
the frings of remorfe.We had no Cooner learnt 
that [uch an unnatural and barbarous praCtice 
ftigmatized the fociety of arreoy, than we re
prehended our young friend Mahine for valuing 
himfelf on being a member of fnch a deteftable 
body. We endeavoured to point out the immo
rality and cruelty of this praCtice, and made ufe 
of every argument which our refleCtions could 
furnifh, or our words exprefs. We eafily fue
ce~ded in convincing him, and obtained a pro
mlfe that he would not kill his children, but fe
parate from the fociety as foon as he fhould re
cei.ve th~ glorious name of father. To our great 
fatlsfaCtlon he aifured us, that the infrances of 
arreoys having children were extremely rare. 
It [eems that they choofe their wives and mif-

treffes 

'" See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. 23 1, &c. 
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treffes among the proflitutes; and from this cir- 177+. 
cumftance, as well as from their great voluptu- MAY. 
oufners, they have [eldom reafon to dread the ~ 
intrufion of an unfortunate infant. The anfwers 
of O-MaY, whom I' confulted on this fubject af. 
ter my return to England, gave me frill greater 
pleafure, as they [ofeened the tranfgreffion at 
Ie aft of one part, and entirely freed the bulk of 
the nation trom that /hare of guilt, which the 
£Imple acquiefcence in fuch a heinous crime might 
throw upon them. He alfured me, that the in-
variable laws of the ,community of arreoy re-
quired the extinction of their offspring; that 
the pre-eminence and advantages which a man 
enjoyed as arreoy were [0 valuable, as to urge 
him on againfl his own feelings; that the mother 
was never willing to confent to the horrid mur-
der, but that her hufband and other arreoys per-
fuaded her to yield up the child; and that when 
entreaties were not fufficient, force was fome-
times employed. But above all, he added, that 
this act was always performed in fecret, and fo 
that none of the people, not even the towtows 
or attendants of the houfe, were prefent; be-
caufe, if it were [een, the murderers muft be 
put to death. This being the cafe, we may 
comfort ourfelves with the reflection, that cri-
minal individuals are not more numerous in 
the Society If1ands, than among other people; 
and that the votaries of vice have no reafOD to 
triumph, in fuppofing a whole nation a~cu{l:om-
ed to commit unnatural murders, without a 
fenfe of wrong 'If. 

VOL. II. J- The 

*' Depravity is much more at home in our poliihed cli
mate and I mull here mention an inllance which ftains fo
dety'with indelible difhonour. In the metropolis of Eng
land there are wretches, who publicly declare their £kill, and 

offer 
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1774. The arreays were no lefs hofpita!Jle .tha.n luxu
MAY. rioLls and it wae not for want of mVltatlOn that 
~ \ve d'id not partake of their refrefhments. We 

hur.2 . rambled in the country till funfet, and then re
turned to the !hip, which Mahine, the woman, 
and the other Indian paffengers had now left. 
The next morning a great number of natives 
came to the fhip in their canoes, among whom 
were many women, who remained with the 
failors. At Hllahine the commerce of this kind 
had been very inconfiderable, and' chiefly con
fined to women who were on a vifit to that ifTand; 
it was therefore refumed here with the greateft 
eagernefs by our crew. We paffed the day on 
an excurfion to the northward, where we (hot 
[everal wild dueks, and met with a hofpitabie 
reception in different cottages. 

The next was a- fine day, delightfully tem
pered by a {hong eafterIy gale. We received 
the viEts of Orea and all his family, of Boba, 
the viceroy of the ifland of o~ Taha, and of 
TeYna, the fair dancing-woman, whofe picture 
Mr. Hodges had formerly attempted to draw*'. 
Boba was a tall, handfome young man, a native 
of BGrabora, related to Poonee, the king- of 
ihat ifland, and conqueror of Raieta and Taha. 
Mabiile has frequently told us, that he is' de
ftined to be the {uccefior of 0 Poonee, whofe on
I!, daug~ter Ma"iwherua, faid to be a young beau
tiful pnnce[s, twelve years old, he is to marry: 
Boba was at prefent an arreoy, and kept the 

lively 

offer their fervices, to ptocure abortion. (See a:l advertife
me,nt to that etfetl: in a public paper, No. 13 22, for Wed
ne1d.ay, January 15. 1777.) Theyare fuffered with itn
pum~y to ma~e. a trade of deftroying hum~ beings in the 
';"omo. Suca IS r.he fa!utary eonfequence of lenity toward$l 
we murderers of Innocent babes! . 

<1> See vol. I. 
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lively Teina as his mifi:rds,who was with child 1774. 
in conCequence. We entered into converfation MH. 
with her on the cuftom of killing the offspring "--v--J 
of an arreoy. The rnort dialogue which paffed 
between us was couched in the moft fimple ex~ 
preffions, becaufe we had not fufficient know-
ledge of the language to difcourfe of abftraCl: 
ideas. For the fame reafon all our rhetoric was 
exhaufted in a few moments, and had no other 
effect, than to draw the following conceHion from 
Tei:na-mai': "that our eatua (d~ity) in England 
might perhaps be offended by the practice of 
the arreays; but that hers was not difpleafed 
with it. She promifed, however, if we would 
come from Ensland to fetch her child, ibe might 
perhaps keep It alive, provided we gave her a 
hatchet, a ibirt, and fame red feathers." TIlis 
was [aid in [uch a laughing tone, that we had 
not the Ie aft room to believe her in earneft. It 
was in vain to attempt to continue the convel-
ration, fince a variety of objects diverted her at-
tention: it was a wonder indeed that ihehad 
lent an ear to our queftions fo long. 

In the afternoon we went aibore, to fee a 
dramatic dance performed by Orea's daughter 
Poyadua, and found a great number of inhabit~ 
ants aifembled at the play-houfe; this diverfion 
being admired by all ranks of the people. Poy
adua difplayed her agility as ufual, and received 
great .applaufe from the European fpefrators. 
The interludes performed by the men w<:;re 
fomething different from thofe we had feen be
fore. We could plainly underiland the na~e 
of captain Cook, and of feveral of our f1llP
mates, mentioned in their fongs, and they feem· 
ed to repre[ent a theft committed by their peo
ple. Another of the interludes was the invafion 
of the Borabora men, which they expreffed by 

12 beating 
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1774. beating one another with a thong or whip, which 
MAY. made a very loud fmack. But ftill another was 

\--v--' more curious than all the reft: it reprefented a 
woman in labour, and provoked immoderate 
peals of laughter from the multitude. The 
man who aCled this part went through the gef
tures, which the Greeks were wont to admire in 
the groves of Venus-Ariadne, near Amathus, 
where the fame ceremony was aCled on the fe. 
cond day of the month Gorpireus, in memory 
of Ariadne, who died in child-bed *. Thus it 
appears, that there is fcarcely a praClice, though 
ever fo ridiculous, exifting in any corner of the 
world, that has not been hit upon by the extra· 
vagant fancy of men in fome other region. A 
tall ftout fellow, dreiTed in cloth, perfonated the 
new-born infant in fuch a ludicrous ftyle, that 
we could not refuCe joining in the plaudits which 
his countrymen beftowed upon him. Anato
mifts and midwives would have been furprifed 
to obferve, that this overgrown babe had every 
neceffary charaCler of a child newly born; but 
the natives were particularly delighted with his 
running about the ftage, whilft the reft of the 
dancers endeavoured to catch him. The ladies 
were much pleafed with this fcene, which, ac
cording to the fimplicity of their ideas, had not 
the leaft indecency; they looked on, therefore, 
unconcernedly, and were not obliged, like forne 

. European dames, to peep through their fans. 
Satur. 28. The next morning we travelled along the 

fuore to the fouthward, and met with a very fer
tile country, and hofpitable people. We came 
early to a large building of ftone, which was 
called Marai: no Parua, Parua's burying-place. 
I have already mentioned that this name was 

likewife 

'" Vide Plutarch, in Thefeo. 
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likewife given to Tupaya, who went in the En· 1774· 
,deavour; but I am doubtful whether the bury-~ 

jng-place relates to Tupaya, fince it generally 
bears the appellation of tome living chief. In-
deed it is not improbable that another Parua 
might be alive on the iiland, after whom the 
maral was named, efpecial1y as all the natives 
in the neighbourhood ftrenuouily afferted, that 
this Parua was an aree, which was not' always 
allowed of Tupaya. This monument was fixty 
yards long, and five wide; the walls were made 
of large frones, and aboLlt fix or eight feet high. 
We climbed over, and found the fpace within 
covered with a heap of fmall coral frones. 

From thence we walked on feveral miles, till 
we arrived at a [pacious bay, where three little 
iOands lie within the reef. The country round 
this bay was [wampy, and well frocked with 
ducks. Here we paffed [orne time in fhooting, 
and then embarked in two [mall canoes, and 
were fafely landed at one of the little Wands. 
We found a few coco palms and fhrubs, but no 
fruit-trees upon it; and there was only a fingle 
fiiberman's hut, containing fome nets, and other 
fiibing-tackle. We returned very foon to the 
main fhore, having found no fhells, though the 
hope of meeting with fome had principally in
duced llS to cro[s the water. We dined with a 
native who had invited llS, and retlIrned to the 
fhip in a canoe about fun-fet. The chief Orea 
had dined on board with captain Cook during, 
our abfence, and had drank about a bottle ot 
wine, without appearing in the leafr intoxicated. 
He had however, as ullIal, been extremely fa
cetious and had conver[ed chiefly of the coun
tries which we had lately vifited, and of which 
he had received an account from his countryman 
Mahine. After b~ing fatisfied in regard to ma-

ny 
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17i4. ny particulars, he {aid, that though we had {eell 
NJ A Y. a great deal, he would tell us of an ii1and which 

'--v---' we had not met with in our voyages. "It lies," 
{aid he, " but a few days {ail from hence, but 
it is inhabited by a monftrous race of giants, as 
tall as the main-maft, and as thick about the 
middle as the drum-head of the capftan. They 
are very good-natured people, but if they are 
ever incenfed againft any body, they take him 
up, and throw him as far into the fea as I would 
thiow a ftone. If you ihould happen to come 
there with your ihip, they would perhaps wade 
up to it, and carry It afhore on their backs." He 
added feveral other ludicrous circumftances, and 
concluded with telling us the name of the ii1and, 
Mirro-mirro, in order to give greater weight to 
his affertion. It appeared evidently to us, that 
bis whole fiory was a fine piece of irony, direCt· 
ed againft tho{e parts of our narrative which he 
did not believe, and of which he could have no 
conception. We admired the witty humour 
which was fo con{picuous in this little flight of 
fancy, and \vith M. de Bougainville looked up to 
its great [aurce, the affiuence of the country, 
which produces contentment and pleafure ~. 

S";1d. 29. During the next night fome of the natives 
ftole the rudders, grapnels, and boat-hooks be
longing to our boats, which were faften:ed to the 
buoy. As foon as this tbeft was di{covered in 
the morning., the captain acquainted Orea with 
it, who immediately embarked with him in a 
boat, and rowed feveral miles to the fouthward. 
In about an hour's time th<::y landed, and almoft 
all the ftolen articles being returned to our peo
ple, they came back to the fhip entirely fatisned. 
I had been on ihore in the creek during. this 

orne, 

~ See his Voyage round the World. 



R 0 U N D THE W 0 R L D. 

time, and fawa he eva, or dance, performed by 11'74. 
two little girls; but their drefs was not fa grand~ MAY. 

and their action much inferior to that of Poya-~ 
dua. The tarnow, or head-drefs of plaited hair, 
was not laid like a turban, but formed feveral 
huge locks, which had a pretty effect, and re-
fembled in fome meafure the high heads of our 
modern ladies. 

In the afternoon Poyadua performed a dance; 
apd as if !he meant to outlhine the other ac
treJfes, fhe had ornamented her drefs more than 
ufual, and wore a great q uan ti ty of various forts 
of European beads. Her wonderful agility, 
the graceful motion of her arms, and the quick 
vibration ·of her fingers, were as much admired 
there by the natives, as we applaud them in our 
dancers; and finee all thefe accomplifhments 
are taught in the South Sea ii1ands by nature 
oply, it muft be confeifed that Poyadua deferved 
the encomiums which all the fpectators beftowed 
upon her. The inhabitants were particularly 
deligh~ed with the extraordinary contortions into 
which fhe fcrewed her mouth; though we were 
fo little of their mind, that we could not help 
thinking them horridly frightful. The meeting 
of the arreays gave rife to thefe frequent dra
matic entertainments; their prefence feemed to 
enliven the whole country, and to infpire all the 
people withextraordioary chearfulnefs. They 
frequently fhifted their garments, ma.de?f the}r 
beft kinds of cloth· they paiE:d theIr tIme In 

hlX~1fious idlenefs, 'perfuming their hair with 
fragrant oiis, finging and playing on the flute, 
and pailing from one entertainment to another.; 
in /hort, they ertioyed the blef1ings of theIr 
iilands in the utmoft extent; and fo much re~ 
(f.·mbled the happy indolent people whom Ulyifes 

found 



120 A VOYAGE 

1774. found in Phreacia, that they could apply the po-
. MAY. et's lines to themfelves with peculiar propriety: 
~ . 

To drefs, to dance, to ling, our fole dt;light, 
The feaft or bath by day, and love by mght. 

POPE'S Homer. 

Our friend Mahine was perhaps the only per
[on among the nobility who did not enjoy that 
great degree of happinefs which [0 vifibly reign
ed among the reft. He was not received with 
thofe diftinguifhing marks of favour which had 
been lavifhed upon him at Taheitee; for it 
[eems, even in the South Seas, a man is no 
where lefs efteemed than in his own country. 
All his relations, who were extremely numer
ous, expected prefents as their due; whilft at 
Taheitee his liberality made him friends, and 
procured him great advantages. As long as the 
generous youth had fame of thofe riches left, 
which he had collected at the peril of his life, 
on our dangerous and difmal cruize, he was 
perpetually importuned to fhare them out; and 
though he freely diftributed all he had, [orne of 
his acquaintances complained that he was nig
gardly. He was foon reduced to beg a fupply of 
European wares from his friends on board, hav
ing only faved a few red feathers, and rome other 
curiofities, as a prefent for O-Poonee, the king 
of Borabora, to whom he was related. Under 
thefe difagreeable circumftances, he longed to 
return to Tabeitee, and told us he was refolved 
to fettle there, as foon as he fhoule! have vifited 
Poonee, and his other relations at Borabora. 
He would willingly have embarked with us again 
for Englal~d, if we had given him the leaft hope 
of returr:mg to t~e South Sea; but captain 
Cook havIDg told hup, that no fuip would ever 
be rent to his iflands again, he clepri ved himfelf 

. of 
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of the pleafure of feeing our country, rather '774. 
than part for ever from his native groves. When MAY. 

we reflect on the fate of his countryman, O-MaY, '-"V--' 
we have fame reafon to think this determination 
fortunate for his heart and morals. The fplen-
dour of England remains unknown to him; but,~< 
at the fame time he has no idea of thofe enor-
mities which difgrace the opulent capitals of the 
world. 

After the dance was over, Mahine invited us 
to the diftritl in which his lands were fituated. 
He had frequently told us, that he had poffeffi
ons in this iihnd; but as fame of our' people 
had doubted of his veracity, he was glad to 
'take an opportunity of juftifying himfelf. The 
next morning therefore, at day break, we fet off 
in two boats, and taking on board Orea and all 
his family, we arrived, after two hours fail, at 
Wharai-te-Yah, a diftriCt at the north-eaft end 
of the iiland. We were welcomed by Mahine 
and two of his elder brothers, and conducted to 
a fpacious houfe. A fire was immediately made 
in a hole in the ground, and [orne large ftones 
heated. With the [arne preparations, which are 
already defcribed by captain Cook in his former 
voyage *, a large hog was killed, cleaned, wrap~ 
ped in frefh leaves, and put into the hole or oven, 
and covered with hot ftones and a heap of earth. 
Whilft it continued to be ftewed there, with a 
quantity of fruit, my father, with Dr. Sparrman 
and myfelf, went up the neighbouring hills, 
where we found nothing new, though we were 
at leaft feven or eight miles from our (hip. Af
ter a walk of two hours we returned, and in a 
iliort time our dinner was ferved up on green 
leaves. The fat of the entrails, together with 

the 

• See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. '70' 



122 A VOYAGE 

1774. the blood, had been wrapped up feparately in a 
MAY. few leaves and the fatteft chiefs and arreoys in 
~company 'immediately feized upon, a.nd [wal

lowed them by handfuls. The reft dmed with 
an uncommon degree of voracity; whilft a great 
croud of towtows, with their greedy louks, de
voured the feaft, of which they did not tafte a 
lingle morCel. Some {bare of the pork was 
given to'Orea's wife and daughter, who care
fully wrapped it up, in order to eat it apart. 
Thus it feems, that though the hog was wholly 
dreffed, prepared, and diftributed by men, yet 
this did not make it improper for the women to 
partake of it. At other times, it appears, that 
different perfons cannot eat what has been touch
ed by one or other of the fame family""; we are 
therefore unable to conceive by what rule their 
cuftom of eating feparately is conduCted. The 
Taheitians are not the only people who do not 
eat with their women; feveral nations of ne
groes, and even the natives of Labrador, have 
adopted the fame idea. From the general con
duCt of thefe African and Efkimaux tribes, an 
unnaturat contempt for the teKappears to be 
their motive for this unfociable -cuftom. But as 
the Taheitian women are very kindly tre-ated, 
and highly efteemed by the men, the ~uftom 
muft have fame other origin among them~ which 
a connected [eries of accurate obfervations may 
perhaps in time lead us to difcover. 

The captain had taken with him a few bot
tles of brandy, which, mixed with water, makes 
the favourite liquor of failors, called grog. The 
arreoys and fome other chiefs, finding it thong, 
and almoft as naufeous as their pepper-root drink, 
drank very freely of it, and afterwards took 

forne 

• See HawkefwDrth, yol. II. 
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fome {mall cups of pure brandy, which they re- 1774-
liihed fa well, and repeated fo often, that they MAY. 
were foon obliged to lie down to fleep. We re- '--.t--J 
turned to the fhip about five o'clock in the after-
noon; and the day being remarkably warm, we 
went afhore to bathe in a beautiful fountain, 
which we had conftantly made ufe of for ,that 
purpofe during our ftay. A fragrant fhrubbery 
hung round it, [creening from the [un the wa-
ter, which was temperately cool, and perfeCtly 
limpid. We found the ure of this bath extreme-
ly refrefhing; and the natives had probablyex
perienced the fame effect, as they conftantly re-
rorted to it every morning and evening. Such 
pleafmg [pots are frequent in there iflands; they 
contribute greatly to their embellifhrnent, and 
witbout doubt, are inftrumental in preferving 
the health of the inhabitants. 

We paffed the nett days in various excurfions 
towards the hills, where we collected a few 
plants, which we had not met with before. Thefe 
hills exaCtly refembled thofe of Taheitee, but 
Were fomewhat lower. We found a romantic 
valley between them, furrounded by a foreft of 
various trees and fhrubs, and furnifhed with a 
beautiful rivulet, which fell in many cafcades 
over broken rocks and precipices. 

On our returning from our laft walk, we re- JUNE. 

ceived a very interefting piece of intelligence ThurC z. 
from the natives. One of them, juft arrived 
from the ii1and Huahine, told us that two {hips--
lay at anchor there, one of them confiderably 
larger than ours, but the other abo~t th~ . fame 
fize. Captain Cook called the man mto hls ca-
bin, where he repeated the fame ftory to us, and 
confirmed it, by aiferting that he had been on 
board the leifer fhip, and had been made drunk 
there. VI[ e eJ1quired for the names of the c~p-

tams, 
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J 774. tains, and he told us that of the greater fhip was 
JUNE. Tabane, and the other Tonno. Thefe were the 

'---v--' names by which the natives defigned Mr. Banks 
and captain Furneaux. Captain Cook was there
fore furpriied to hear them named, and enquired 
of what fl:ature thefe perfons were. The native 
very readily told us, that the one whom he called 
Tabane was a tall man, but the other confidera
bly lees. This anfwer c~mefponded. extremely 
well with truth; but as It was very Improbable 
that captain Furneaux would remain at Huahine, 
after hearing that his fenior officer lay fo near 
him, we concluded that the fhips muft belong 
to fome other nation. At our return to the Cape 
of Good Hope, we heard that captain Furneaux 
had failed from that fettlement long before the 
time when he was fuppofed to be at Huahine, 
and that Mr. Banks had not left Europe. We 
have fince learnt that M. St. Denis, a French 
navigator, had been in the South Seas at the time 
in queftion with two fhips. 

The chief, o Rea, at firft confirmed this news, 
but afterwards fufpeeting that it might haften 
our departure, he was unwilling to give his opi
nion, and feeming to doubt of the truth of the 
report, always abruptly changed the fubjea of 
converfation, with all the art of an European 
politician. 

Friday 3. The next day the natives came in great num· 
bers to the fhip with abundance of provifions, 
which they fold very cheap, as 'captain Cook 
propofed to fail the next day. His ftore of 
hatches and knives had been expended long ago; 
our armourer was therefore fet to work to make 
~ew ones, which were ill-fbapen, and of very 
httle worth, particularly the knives which were 
made of pieces of iron hoops. Th~ natives were 
contented with them, not knowing how to diftin-

guilh 
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guiili. the good from the bad by the eye. They 17'74. 
fometimes picked our pockets, or ftole what we JUNE. 

did not fufficiently look after; but their fimpli- '--y-...J 

city now gave room for a fevere retaliation. 
Among the natives of the Society If1ands there 

are a few men who preferve the national traditi
ons, together with all their ideas of mythology 
and aftronomy, Mahine, whilft We were at fea, 
had frequently fpoken of them as the moft learn~ 
ed of his countrymen, and named them Tata
o-Rerro, which we would exprefs by teachers. 
After much enquiry, we found a chief, named 
Tootava'i, in the diftrict of Hamaneno, who was 
diftinguifhed by this epithet. As our departure 
was fo near at hand, we regretted that we had 
not known him fooner; but my father deter
mined to employ his remaining time in making 
enquiries on a fubject fo interefting as the hiftory 
of religious opinions, 

Tootaval was pleafed with an opportunity of 
difplaying his knowledge; he was flattered with 
the attention which we paid to his words, and 
therefore continued to converfe on the fame fub
ject with much greater patience and perfe'verance, 
than we could have expected from a lively in
habitant of thefe iOands. The religion of the 
iOanders appears to be as fingular a fyftem of po
lytheifm as ever was invented. Few nations are 
fo wretched, and [0 wholly occupied with the 
means of preferving their exiftence, as to Jay 
afide all ideas of a Creator_ Thefe ideas rather 
feern to have remained traditionally among man
kind, ever fince the firft ages, when the Deity 
revealed himfelf. Agreeably to this opinion, 
the people of Taheitee and the Society Hlands 
have preferved this fpark of divine inftruction, 
and believe the exiftence of a Supreme Being, 
the maker and progenitor of all things, vifible 

and 
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1774. and invifible. It has been the fate of moil: na
JUNE. tions to inveftigate more or lefs the qualities of 

L-y---..J this univerfal and incomprehenfible fpirit, and 
to adc?t abfurdities, by ove~ftepping the: bounds 
prefcribed by the Creator hlmfelf to our fenfes 
and mental faculties. The ddferent attributes 
of the Deity were foon perfo.nified by ~arrow 
minds, which could not contam the vaft Idea of 
fupreme perfeCtion. Gods and goddeffes then 
became innumerable, and one error ftill gave 
birth to many more. Man, in the courfe of edu
cation, received from his father the knowledge 
of a God; and a fpontaneous principle within 
him cherifhed this idea. Population encreafed, 
the diftinCtions of ranks took place, and pro
portionately influenced the gratification of the 
fenfes. In every fociety, fome individual or 
other took advantage of the general propenfity 
to adore, endeavoured to capivate the judgment 
of the multitude, and by mifreprefenting and 
feparating the qualities of the Almighty, can· 
verted the filial affeCtion of mankind towards 
their benefaCtor into a jealous dread of his anger. 

-At the Society Wands I apprehend this to be 
the cafe: they adore diviniti'es of all forts and 
qualities; but what is mof!: fingular, every ifland 
has a feparate theogony. This wil1 appear more 
clearly by comparing the foHowing account with 
the obfervations on their religion in captain 
Co~k's firft voy~ge *. T?otaval began with 
tellmg us, that m every Ifland of this group, 
tlley gave the fupreme God, creator of earth and 
ikies, a diffe~ent name.; or, to exprefs it more 
clearly, that m everv Ifland they believe a dif
ferent deity, though J always one of thofe whi(h 
are known to them all, to hold the firft rank. 

Thus 

., See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. 264, &c. 
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Thus at Taheitee and Eimeo, they fay the Su- t774· 
preme Being is 0 Rooahattoo; at Huahine they JUNE. 

maintain that it isTane; at Raietea, O'-Roa; at ~ 
0-Taha, Orra; at Bolabola, Taoatoo; at Mow-
ma, 0-Too; and at Tabbooa-mannoo (Sir 
Charles Saunders's Ifl'and) Taroa. Thirteen di· 
vinities prefide over the rea, and govern it; viz. 
I. Ooroohaddoo. 2. Tama-ooee. 3. Ta-apee. 
4· O-Tooareeonoo. 5. Taneea. 6. TahOl1-
meonna. 7. Ota·mauwe. 8. 0-WhaI. 9. 0-
Whatta. 10. Tahooa. 1 f. Te-ootya. 12. 
O-Mahooroo. 13. 0-Wbaddoo. But notwith
ftanding all thefe governors, a different divinity, 
Oo-marreo, is faid to have created the fea. The 
fame cafe exifts with regard to the fun, which 
was created by O-Mauwee, a powerful god, who 
cauCes earth~akes. The divinity which refides 
in, and governs the [un, is called TootOomo
hororhtee. They have ventured to attribute to 
this deity a beautiful human form, whofe hair 
def\:ends down to his feet. They affert, that the 
deceafed go thither to dwell with him, and are 
con-tinuafly feafted there with bread-fruit and 
pork, which need no preparation from the fire. 
They believe every man to have a feparate be-
ing within him, named Tee, which aCts in con
[equence of the impreffion of the fenCes, and 
combines ideas into thot'tghts lIf. This being, 
which we would call the [bul, exifts after death, 
and lodges in the W00den images, which are 
placed round the burying-places, and whicn are 
called by the fame name, tee. Thus the belief 
of a future eriitence, and that of the combi-
nation of matter and" fprrir, have reached. the 
remoteft iflands of the earth. Whether they 

have 

*' The natives call thoughts prtl'UU na t~ I/boo, whichlhe-· 
rally figni(y 'Words in the belly. 
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1774. have any ideas of rewards and puniihI?e~ts in a 
JUNE. future frate, we could not lear~; but It IS moft 

'--v--' reafonable to fuppofe that fuch Ideas have occur
red to a nation fo far advanced as the Taheiti
ans. The moon was created by a female divi
nity, named O-Heenna, who likewife governs 
that planet, and refides in its black [pot or cloud. 
The women fing a iliort couplet, which feerns 
to be an act of adoration paid to that divinity, 
perhaps becau[e th~y fuppofe her to have fome 
influence upon theIr phyfical reconomy. 

Te-Oowa no te Malama, 
Te-oowa te heenarro. 

The cloud within the moon, 
That cloud I love!-

We may venture to fuppofe, that the Taheitian 
goddefs of the moon is not the chafte Diana of 
the ancients, but rather the Phrenician Aftarte. 
The frars were created by a goddefs called Tet
too-matarou, and the winds are governed by the 
god Orree-orree. 

Befides thefe greater divinities, they have a 
confiderable number of inferior orders, [orne of 
whom are faid to be mi[chievous, and to kill 
men in their fleep. They are woribipped pub
licly at the principal maraIS, or monuments of 
fione, by the Tahowa-rahal, or high-prieft of 
the ifland. The beneficent gods are addre1fed 
in prayers, which are not pronounced aloud, but 
are ~iftinguiibe~ and made known only by the 
m?tlon of the lIps. The priefr looks up to the 
!kles, and the eatua, or god, is [uppo[ed to 
come down and hold conver[e with him, unfeen 
by: all t~e people, and heard by none but the 
prtefr hlmfelf. Surely this is an evident mark 
?f the influ~nce ?~ priefrcraft, whore great aim 
IS ever to veIl relIgIOn in myftery. From a prin-

ciple 
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ciple direCtly oppofite to this, the Chrifrian 1774. 

doctrine derives one of thofe incontefrible chao JUNE. 

raCters of a divine origin, which diftinguiih it '--v--J 
from all the deceitful inventions of human un-
del {landing, and carry perfuaiion to the mind. 
This religion does not wear the myfterious 
cloak, which can only ferve to cover darknels, 
but appears to us divefred of all kinds of trap-
pings, and throws a pure and fteady light a-
round. It admits of no myftery, and its true 
and venerable minifters have at all times affured 
and convinced us, that they referved no private 
knowledge for themfelves, which was not com
municated, to the mean"eft of thofe who bO\~ 
the knee to their pure and divine Creator; " for 
al! fhall know him, from the lean: to the great-
efr." Hebr. viii. I r. 

Offerings are made to the gods, of hogs and 
poultry roafted, and of all kinds of eatables; 
but the inferior, and particularly the malevo
lent fpirits, are only revered by a kind of hif
frng. Some of thefe fpirits are faid to come 
into the houfes of the natives at night, and to 
kill them; others are faid to inhabit a certain 
deferted iDand named Mannua, where they are 
vifible in the !hape of ftrong, tall men, with 
fiery eyes, and devour thofe who happen to 
approach their co aft : but this rather alludes to 
the anthropophaay, which, as I have before 
obferved, feems ~o have have exifted at thefe 
iDands, previous to their prefent ftate of civi
lization. A number of plants are particularly 
{acred to the deities. The cafuarina, the coco
palm, and the banana, are frequently ~lanted 
near maraIs, or public places of wodlllp." A 
fpecies of cratceva, a fort of pepper, the hibiji:us 
populneus, the draccena terminalis, and the cala
phyllum, are all found in the fame places, and 

VOL. II. K are 
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1774. are alike confide red as figns of peace and friend
JUNE. fhip. Some birds, fuch as a fpecies of heron, 
~ king's-filber, and cuckoo, are alfo confe~ratecl 

to the deity; but I have already mentIoned, 
that they are not held in equal veneration by 
all the people; and it is a.lfo to be ?bferved, that 
different iflands proteCt different birds. 

The priefts of tbefe iOands continue in office 
during tbeir life, and their dignity is hereditary. 
The high-prie:ft of every iOand is always an 
aree, who has the higheft rank: after the king. 
They are confulted upon many important oc
.-.:afions, partake largely of the good things of 
the country, and in lbort have found means to 
make themfelves necefiiHY. Befides the priefts, 
there is alfo in every diftrict one or two teachers, 
or tata-o-rerro, like Tootaval, who are fkilled 
in theogony and cofmogony, and at certain 
times inftmct the :people in . thefe things. The 
fame per[oos likewife preferve the knowledge 
of geography, together with their ideas ofaf
tronomy and the divifion of time. They have the 
names of fourteen lunar months, in the following 
order: 1. 0-Pororo-mooa.2. O-Pororo~mooree. 
3· Moorehah. 4· Oohee~eiya. 5. O\Vhirre
amma. 6. Taowa. 7. 0-Whirre-erre.erre. 
8. 0-Tearree. 9' Ote-tJ.'i. 10, 'iVarehoo. 
<I r. Wahou. 12, Pi ppi rree. 13. £-00000-
noo. 14, Oomanooo. The Brft feven months 
collecti vely are called Ooroo, or a' bread~fruit 
[eafon; but in what manner they arrange thefe 
months" in order to effect a eomplete cycle or 
a year, IS a myftery to us at prefent, It fhould 
feem that fome of the months, efpecially the 
fecond and feventb, are intercalary, from the 
refemblance of their names to thofe of the firft 
and fifth, and that they are inferted in different 
years, Each of the lunatio:1s confifts of twen-

ty-nine 
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ty-nine days. During the two laO: days of the j 774· 
lunation, they fay the moon is dead, becaufe ~ 
it does not appear; it is therefore plain that they 
begin to count from the moon's firO: appearance, 
and not from the real time of the conjunction. 
The twenty-fifth day of the thirteenth moon, 
E-Oonoonoo, was our third of June, when we 
obtained this information . 

. The name of tahowa, which the Taheitians 
apply to prieO:s, is not entirely confined to 
them, but i$ alfo given to thofe perfons who 
know the virtues of a few plants, which are ufed 
as remedies againO: different diforders. Their 
medicines are few, and very fimple, but their 
difeafes are not manifold and complicated. 

As foon as we had obtained thefe aCCOllTIts 
from Tootava'i, the fhip unmoored, on the 
fourth of June, about ten in the morning. The 
king of Raietea, Oo-ooroo, to whom the con
queror O-Poonee had left the title and honour 
of royalty, vifited us with fome of his relations, 
juil: before our departure. a-Rea with his fa
mily was likewife on board, and Mahine with 
his relations came to take their leave. The 
parting fcene was extremely affecting; all our 
friends !hed tears plentifully, but poor Mahine's 
heart feemed torn to pieces by the violence of 
his grief. He ran from cabin to cabin, and 
embraced everyone of us, without being able 
to . fpeak a fingle word. His tears, his fighs 
and looks were eloquent beyond defcription. 
At lail: the !hip fet fail; he got into his canoe, 
and continued franding upright, whilft all his 
countrymen were feated. He looked at us, then 
hung down his head, and hid it in his garments. 
When we had cleared the reefs, we frill per
ceived him to wave his extended arms; and he 

K ~ continueq 
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i 774. continued his addreiTes till we could no longer 
JUNE. dircern him. 

'---v--J Thus we left an amiable nation, who, witll 
all their imperfections, are perhaps more inno
cent and pure of heart, than thofe who are more 
refined and better inftrnCted. Without quot
inry the example of Mahine, we have often 
be~n witneiTes to reciprocal aCts of kindnefs, 
which convinced us, that the facial virtues are fre
quently exercifed amongft themfelves. I have 
feen a fingle bread-fruit, or a few coco-nuts 
{hared between a number of people, fo that 
everyone partook of them. 1 have obferved 
them parting with their cloaths, and doing fe
veral charitable aCtions to each other, with the 
fame good-will which they expreiTed towards us. 
We iliould indeed be ungrateful, if we did 
not, acknowledge the kindnefs with which they 
always treated us; they were ready to carry us 
on their backs in and out of our boats, to pre
vent the furf from wetting our feet; they of
ten loaded themfelves wlth the curioGties which 
we bad purchafed; and rarely refufed to go into 
the water in queft of any bird which we had 
iliot. If the rain caught u!: on our excurfions, 
?r the heat of the fun qnd the fatigue of the 
Journey oppreiled us, we were invited to re
pore in their dwellings, and feafted on their 
beft provifions; our fri~ndly hoft ftood at a 
diftance, and never tafted any thing till we 
entreated him; whilft fome of the family were 
employed in fanning us with a leaf, or tbe 
bough of a tree. Beiore we left the bOUle we 
were commonly adopted, accordina to our dif
ferent ages, in the quality of fath~rs, brothers, 
or fons. This circumftance W;lS owing to an 
oplllJOn that we were all related. The chiefs 
jn all tbe Society mands are defc~nd.~d from th~ 

fame 
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fa'me family; our officers, therefore, and all '774-. 
thofe who dined or meffed together, were by JUNE. 

them confidered as relations. They [uppo[ed that '---v--J 
captain Cook and my father were brotherf, 
purely from this rea[on; for, with all their 
good heart, they are but indifferent phyfiogno-
mifts. Their ho[pitality towards us was fre-
quently quite difinterefted; and gave us a right 
to form the moft flattering conclufions in re-
gard to their conduct: towards each other. They 
are ho[pitable without [eeming to know it; and 
leave to ftrangers who vifit them, the plea[-
ing and grateful talk of recording their vir-
meso 

C H A f. 



Ii VOYAGE 

C HAP. VIII. 

Run from the Society to tbe friendly ljland$~ 

1774. WE fired a falute of feveral guns on lea\'~ 
JUNE. ing the ifland of Raietea, ~n h.onour of his tnfl

"--v--'s jefty's birth day; and this dlfcharge of our ar-:-
atur. 4·· 1r d d 1. 11 . ·h ' . . tillery allOr e no Irna el1tertflrnrnent, to t e 

inhabitants. During the fix weeks which we 
had [pent at Taheitee and the Society mands~ 
we had been well refrefhed, and were perfectly 
recovered from our bilious and fcorbutic com· 
plaints: a ve!1erea1· diforqer wa!7, however~ the 
feward of thofe, that 

--with unbafhful for~heaq, WOQ'd 
The meaJl~ officknefs and debility. SHAKESPEARE. 

Nearly one half of our crew were affiia:e~ 
:with this nau[eous and ihameful difeafe; though 
it was in general lees virulent than in Europe. 
Our con~erfations with Mahille on its ravages1 
gave us the greateft rearon to be convinced1 
that it exifted at Taheitee and the Society 
Wands previous to captain Wallis's voyage in 
1768. Mahine frequently af[qred lls,that fe
yeral years before that period, his mother dieQ 
pf this difeafe at Borabora. Its appearance has 
therefore been attributed to a wrong ~aufe in 
various parts of the world. For the fpace of 
pear three centuries the Spaniards have been 
accufed by phyficians, and detefted by moralifts, 
for bringing the infeCtion from America, which 
is now incontrovertibly proved to have beg~n 

ln 
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in Europe, previous to the difcovery of Ame- 1774. 
rica *. The Englifh and French navigators JUNE. 

have charged each other with the introduction '--y--J 

of this deteftable diforder among the harmlefs 
and hofpitable Taheitians; though they have 
long been acquainted with it, and are not ig-' 
nomnt of the art of curing it t. Nay, it feems 
that their fimple diet, the falubrity of their cli-
mate, and a long· fpace of time, have abated 
the acrimony of the virus, and brought it to 
that inactive ftate to which it is now reduced 
in Somh America. I am far from fuppofing, 
that the venereal complaint has been carried to 
America from Europe; no, the fame caufes 
which could give birth to it in one part of the 
world, are fufficient to produce it every where 
eIfe. The commerce of our crews with the 
womeN of Tonga Tabboo, and the Marque[as ; 
nay, their remarkable conneCtions with the 
falacious females of Eafter !nand, had no fini-
ftel' confequences. It may be inferred from 
thence, that the infettion has not yet broke 
out at thofe iflands, though fuch inferences are 
fometimes fallacious §; for captain Wallis left 
Taheite<e without having a fingle venereal pa-
tient, though the diftemper is now proved to 
have exifted there before his arrival. It is 
alfo beyond a doubt, that the New Zeelan-
ders II were affiieted with this diforder before 
any Europeans had an intercourfe with them. 

Vile 

l/f See Petro Martyr. ab Angleria Decad. American.
Differtation fur l'Origine de la Maladie Venerienne, par 
M. Sanchez. Paris, 1752.-Examen hiftorique f~r l'Ap
parition de la Maladie Venerienne en Europe. Llibonnc:, 
!774.-and othefs. 

t See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. 25 8• 
§ See vol. I. II Ibid. 
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J 774. We pa{fed the iOand of Mowrua in the after
JUNE. noon and {toad to the weft ward with a favour-

'--v--.I able ~rade-wind. On the 6th, at eleven in the 
morning, we defcried an iOand, which captain 
Wallis named after lord Howe. It is very low, 
coniifting of coral ledges, which encloCe a la
goon; and by its direaion, it appears to be the 
[arne which the natives of the Society Wands 
call Mopeehah. We found it iituated in 16° 
46' S. lat. and 154° 8' W. Several birds, 
called boobies, were [een in the neighbourhood 
of this little iOe, which was to appearance unin
habited. 

Tuef. 7. The next day at noon the wind fhifted, and 
became contrary. During the whole afternoon 
it thundered and lightened, and we had [everal 
[mart Ihowers. The night was calm; but we 
fixed the elearic chain at the maft-head, on ac
count of the ftrong lightning which frill con
tint.,led. We had [0 faint a breeze, with inter
vening calms, during the next three days, that 
we made but flow advances. Tropic-birds and 
noddies viii/ted us dnring this time; and our 
crew had the mortification of loiing a great 

. Ihark, after they had hooked and (hot him with 
three bullets. 

On the I I th, in the morning, the wind frefh., 
ened again, and pu(hed us on to the W. S. W. 
for two days, at the expiration of which we 
had calms and foul winds to cope with, and 
raw frequent flafhes of lightning at night. Sea
fowl of different forts, and fillies, [uch as boni
tos, dolphins, lliarks, and grampu{fes, appeared, 
about us at different times. 

Thurf.16. , On the I ?th, in the morning, at eight 
o clock, we dtfcovered another low ifland. We 
were c10fe to it about three in the afternoon, 
and failec! rounl it, without finding a landing 

place 
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place or harbour. It confiftedof eight different J774· 
iDes, connected by reefs, and covered with JUNE. 

trees, particularly c:)co-palms, which made it '--v""-.J 
look remarkably pleafant. Vaft flocks of aqna-
tic birds appeared about it, from whence we 
concluded, that it was llkewife uninhabited. 
In fame parts there were extenfive fandy beaches, 
where turtles probably re[ort to lay their eggs. 
The fea was alfo full of good fi!b, of different 
forts, about tIS. This pretty little fpot was 
named Palmerfton Wand, and lies in I ~ 0 4' S. 
illt. and I 6 ~o 10' W. 

We continued fteering to the W. S. W. tillMond.2o. 
the 20th, when we fawan if1and ill the after-
noon, of fome elevation, on which, before (un-
fet, we could difcern the trees. We tacked all 
night to windward, and at the return of day-
light ftood towards it. Having approached 
within about two miles, we ran along the !bore, 
which now appeared freep and rocky, with here 
and there a narrow fandy beach at the foot of 
the rock. It was nearly level every where, and 
its greateft height feemed not to exceed forty 
feet; bm it was covered with woods and !brub-
beries along the fummit. About ten o'clock, 
we perceived feven or eight people running 
c10fe to the water's edge. They [eemed to be 
of a blackiih colour, and were naked; [ome-
thing white was wrapped about their heads and 
loins, and each had a fpear, a club, or a pad-
dle in his hand. In feveral chafms between the 
rocks, we obferved a few fmall canoes hauled 
upon the !bore. We now likewi[e took nori'ce 
of fome coco-nuts trees, of no great height, 
which ftood on the i10pe of the rocks. Two 
boats were hoifted out, armed and manned, in 
which the captain, accompanied by Dr. Sparr-
man, Mr. Hoqges, my father, and myfelf, 

WeI)t 
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1774. went afhore. A reef of coral furrounds the 
JUNE. whole co aft at a fhort diftance; but having 

'-v--' found an opening, where the {urf was not dan
gerous, we landed and climbed up one of the 
adjacent rocks, where we pofted fome of our 
failors and marines. It contifted entirely of 
fharp and craggy coral, and was covered with a 
variety of fmall fhrubby plants, common to the 
low ii1ands. Betides thefe, we found fome new 
[pecies, all which grew between the crevices of 
the coral, without the leaft atom of foil. Some 
curlews, [nipes, and herons, of the fame fort 
which we had obferved at Taheitee, likewife 
appeared on this ii1and. Having walked among 
the bullies, at the diftance of about fifty yards 
from the water, we heard a loud halloo, upon 
which we retired to the rock, where our people 
had taken poft. We now learnt that captain 
Cook, having walked up a long deep gulley, 
which lay before us, had entered the woods at 
a little diftance from us. He had not proceeded 
far, when he heard fomebody tumbling down 
from a tree. He [uppofed it was one of us, 
and called out to us, but was prefently unde
ceived by the fhouts of the Indian. We now 
called to the natives in thofe South Sea dialeCts 
which we were acquainted with, that we were 
friends, and detired them to come down to us. 
They were heard talking and fhou ting to each 
other for fome time; and prefently one of them 
appeared at the entrance of the gulley. His 
body was blackened as far as the waift; his 
h.ead was ~rna~ented with feathers placed up
T1.ght, and III hIS hand he held a [pear. Behind 
hIm we heard many voices in the chafm, though 
the trees prevented our feeing the people. At 
laft a young man to all appearance without a 
beard, ftepped forward, and joined the firft. 

He 
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He was like hirn blackened, and had a long 1774. 
bow, like ~hofe of Tonga-Tabboo, in his right JUNE._ 

rand. WIth the left he inftantly flung a very'-v---F 
large ftone, with fa much accuracy, as to hit 
Dr. Sparrman's arm a violent blow, at the dif-
tance of forty yards. The pain which it occa-
floned irritated my friend [0 much, that he 
let fly at his enemy; but it did not appear that 
the fmall iliot had any effeCt. Both the na~ 
tives retired foon after; and though we ihid 
here for' fame time, performing the idle cere-
mony of taking po{feillon, we faw nothing more 
.of the inhabitants, After we had refumed our 
f:0ur[e along the {bore in the boats, we faw the 
people ,coming to the water's fide' at the place 
which we had left. The appearance of the 
,coaft was f!:ill the fame as we advanced. We 
landed at the hazard of our necks in ano~ 
~her place, which we left as foon as the boat's 
~rew called out, that they perceived the natives 
above us. We continued till we came to a 
confiderable chafm in the rock, before which 
a flat reef, full of holes and cavities, extended 
;lbout fifty yards off {bore. We drew up a line 
,of failors on the reef, and the captain with us 
walked into the charm, where we found four 
canoes. They were very nearly of the fame 
ftruCture with thofe of Tonga-Tabboo, and had 
fome carving, but were not fa neatly wrought. 
They were fingle, and had ihong out-riggers. 
Some were covered with coarfe mats, and con-
tain,ed fiiliing,Iil1es, fpears, and pieces of wood, 
which appeared to have ferved as matches for 
nihing at night. The captain laid a fmall pre-
fent of beads nails, and medals on each canoe; 
but whilft h~ was [0 employed, I perceived a 
troop of natives coming down the chafrr~, and 
inftantly acquainting our company of It, We 
r , . , all 



A VOYAGE 

1774. all retired a few fteps. Two of the natives, 
JUNE. dre!fed with feathers, and blackened as the 
~ other before mentioned, advanced towards us 

with furious iliouts, and fpears in their hands. 
We called in friendly terms to them; but to no 
purpofe. The captain endeavoured to difcharge 
his muiket, but it miffed fire. He defired us 
to fire in our own defence, and the fame thing 
happened to us all. The natives threw two 
fpears: captain Cook narrowly efcaped one of 
them by ftooping; the other Did along my 
thigh, marking my doaths with the black co
lour with which it was daubed. We tried to 
fire again, and at laft my piece, loaded with 
fmall Thot, went off, and Mr. Hodges fired a 
ball, which did no execution. At the fame time 
a regular firing began behind us from our party, 
who having obferved our retreat, had likewife 
viewed another troop of the natives coming 
down by a different path to cut us off. The 
effect of the fmall iliot fortunately ftopped the 
natives from ruibing upon us, and gave us time 
to retreat to our men, who continued to fire 
with great eagernefs, while any of the natives 
remained in fight. Two of thefe in particular, 
ftanding among the buibes, brandiilied their 
weapons in defiance a confiderable while, but at 
laft retired, one of them appearing to be wound
ed, by the difmal howl which we heard prefently 
after. We now embarked, and refolved to 
abandon a. fet of people, whom no entreaties 
could prevaIl upon to become our friends. The 
nature of their country, which is almoft inac
ceffible, feems to have contributed to make 
their tempers fo unfociable. The whole iiland 
is purely a coral-rock, like that of the low 
iOands on which we faw very few coco·palms, 
and no ufeful trees. I have therefore formed a 

conjecture, 



ROUND THE WORLD. 

conjecture, that the interior parts are not [0 J 774' 
barren, but fit for the culture of nutritive Ve- JUNE. 

getables. The general refemblance of thisl....--.v--J 
ifland to a coral ledge raifed out of the water, 
almoft leads me to fufpeel: that it includes a 
fertile plain, which was once a lagoon. Whe-
ther a convulfion of the globe, or any other 
eaufe, lifted [uch a large piece of coral-rock 
forty feet above water, is a point which muft 
be left to future philofophers to determine. The 
boats and arms of the natives refembled thofe of 
Tonga-Tabbo, and it is therefore probable that 
the people have the fame origin; but their num-
bers are inconfiderable, and their civilization 
little advanced, fince they are ravage, and go 
naked. Their if1and [eems to be about three 
leagues long, and was called Savage mand. 
It is fituatedin 19° ['So and 169037' W. 

Having reached the fbip, the boats were 
hoifted in, and the next morning we continued 
our courfe to the weftward. A large high-finned 
whale, which was feen near the fbip, fpouted 
up the water, and feveral birds and fiib attended 
us as ufuaJ. 

On the twenty fourth at night we lay to, as 
we expected to be very near A-Namoka, or 
Rotterdam Ifland, one of the Friendly Ifles dif
covered by Tafman in J 643. Breakers were 
heard a-head at two o'clock, and the land ap-
peared at day-break. We t!:ood for it, and Satur. 25· 
foon found it to confit!: of feveral low iflands, 
connected by a vat!: reef. Another gn;ut reef lay 
to the northward, and we pa{fed between them. 
At noon a canoe came off towards us, though 
the neareft land was above a league dit!:ant. 
We difcerned two men in it, who ftood on a 
long while, but at laft, feeing that the !hip 
gained upon them, they put about and returned. 

\Ve 
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1774. We could not help admiring the difference be'· 
] UN E. tween this race, and the favages whom we had 

'--y--..I fo lately left, and agreed that the name Friendly 
was very juftly given to them. The wind 
flackened all the afternoon, and died away to 
a perfect calm during night. We ~pproached 
fa near one of the reefs by this means, that 
we ran great riik of being wrecked; but a 
breeze fpringing up in the morning, we w.ere 
au! of danger in a iliort time. 

Sund. 26. The n.ext morning we failed between reefs 
and fmall if1ands, which made the water fmooth. 
The if1ands had a little more elevation than the 
common coral if1ands; they were covered with 
groves and tufts of trees, which gave them a 
moft enchanting appearance. The houfes were 
feen in great numbers amONg the trees on the 
beach, and the if1and had an air of happineCs 
and afBuence. One of thefe little gardens roCe 
at its eaft end into a white perpendicular cliff, 
with fomething like horizQntal ftrata. At our 
cliftance it looked like the baftion of a ruined 
fort, and being fringed with woods and palms, 
formed altogether a romantic view. Towards 
noon the wind f1ackened, and canoes put off 
from different iflands to vifit us, though they 
were above a league diftant. Some of them 
worked fo hard, that they were near us in lefs 
than an hour; and when they were about a 
muiket-fbot off, they began to call to us from 
time to time, ftill continuing to paddle towards 
us. Three per[ons were in the canoe, exattly 
like the natives of Ki-oowhe and Tonga-Tab
boo, whom we had [een in October, 1773. 
When they were along-fide, a few beads and 
nails were prefented to them, for which they 
immediately rent a bunch of bananas and rome 
delicious f11addocks (citrus decumam;s) on the 

deck, 
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deck, be fides a bunch of the red fruits of the 1774. 
palm-nut tree or pandang (athrodaaylis) which JUNE. 

is a fign of friendfhip. This being done, they'--v--J 
fold us all the fhaddocks and fruit which they 
had, and came on board. In the mean while 
the other canoes arrived, andaeted without the 
Ie aft caution, as if we ha€lbeen long acquaint-
ed. They taught us the names of all the ,iflands 
in the neighbourhood ; that with the high cliff 
they call{ld Terrefetchea; the other, which we 
admired.fo much for its beauty, Tonoomea : both 
.thefe lay to the eaftward of us. Mango·nooee 
(great) and Mango-eetee (little) were two iflands 
to the weft of us; and to the S. W. beyond 
them lay Namoka-nooee.and Namoka-eetee; 
the firft of which Tafman has called Rotterdam 
lf1and, or Anamoka. 

After dinner the breeze frefhened, and we 
failed towards Namoka, which was the largeft 
ifland of this group. The number of canoes 
encreafed about us; they came from all the 
·neighbouring ,iflands with fruit, fif:'1~ and pigs, 
all which they difpofed of for nails and rags. 

We had. foundings all the day between thefe 
iflands, at .firft in forty and fifty, and after
wards,. when we came nearer, in nine, twelve, 
fourteen, and twenty fathom. About four 
o'clock,having hauled round the fouth end of 
Namoka, we came to, on the lee or weft fide 
of it, where Tafman formerly lay. Our dif
tance from thefhore was about a mile. The 
coaft of the ifland rofe fifteen or twenty feet 
nearly .perpendicular, after which it appeared 
almoft level, having only a fingle hillock near the 
the middle. This .fteepfhore had fome refem
blance to the coaft of Savage mand; which we 
had lately left, bur.the.richnefs of its woods was 
infinitely greater. Innumerable coco-nut palms 

out-topped 
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1774. out-topped the woods, and ornamented the ifla:1d 
JUNE. on aJi fides. 
~ WhiHl: we were coming to an anchor, one of 

the natives caught the lead, and tore the line 
which one of our people was heaving. He was 
defired to rerum it, but took no notice of the 
captain who (poketohim. A muiket. with ball was 
fired through his canoe; upon whIch he calmly 
removed to the other fide of the (hip. Our 
demand was repeated, and proving ineffeehwl 
again was enforced by a load of (mall-fhot, 
which made him (mart. He inftantly paddled 
to the head of the (hip, where a rope hung over
board, to which he tied the line and lead. His 
countrymen were not fatisfied wi th this reftitu
tion; they turned him out of his canoe, an:! 
made him fwim on /bore, whilil. they continu
ed to trade with us. They fold us coco-nuts, 
excellent yams, bread·fruit, bananas, iliad
docks, and other fruit. They alfo brought pur
ple water-hens alive, and a fine well-taftedjpa o 

rus ready dreffed in leaves; al(o a curious ftrin
gy root baked, which con~ained a very nouriin
ing pulp, of fuch a (weetnefs, as if it had been 
boiled in fugar. All thefe things were eagerly 
bought for nails, which were efteemed accord
ing to their fize, a:1d for pi:::c.:s of our cloth. 
Their canoes, their p::rfons, drees, cuftoms and 
language fo entirely refembled thofe of Tonga
Tabboo, tbat we could perceive no difference. 
As this ifbnd is at a fhort diftance from Namo
ka, it is not improbable that the inhabitants of 
the latter might have heard of our arrival there 
in Oaober, 17 73· 

Mond. 27.. The next morning captain Cook landed early 
III a fandy cove, which is accurately defcribcd 
by Tafman. It is enclofed by a reef, and has a 
narrow entrance for boats at the fouth end. It 

IS 
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is fo tballow, that our boats could only come in '774· 
at high water. . The captain purchafed a pig, ~ 
and was conduCted to a pond of frefh water at a 
fhort diftance from the beach, the fame when:: 
Tafman had fupplied his tbips with water. The 
hofpitality of the natives was exercifedin its 
utmoft extent, and one of the haDdfomeft la
dies of the if1aDd complimented the captain 
with an offer, which was not accepted. Having 
examined the watering-place, he returned on 
board to breakfaft, and gave ftriCt orders, that 
no perfons infeCted with or lately cured of ve
nereal complaints fhould be fuffered to go on 
iliore, and that no woman (hould be admitted 
in the tbip. A number of ladies came off in 
[everal canoes, and feemed very defirous of 
making acquaintance with our failors; but after 
paddling about the (hip for fome time, they, 
were obliged to return to the (hore, . very much 
difcontented. Immediately after breal~faft, Dr. 
Sparrman, my father and myfelf accomPanied, 
captain Cook to the (hore, where a trade com
menced for (haddocks and yams, which the na
tives fold us in prodigious quantities. Bananas, 
and coco-nnts were (carce in proportion, and 
bread-fruit ftill more rare, though the treeS of 
there forts were very numerous. All the men 
went nearly naked, a flight covering on the 
loins excepted; a few of them, however, and 
mon: of the women, were dreft from the waift 
to the ancles, in a piece of ftiff painted cloth 
made of bark, wrapped feveral times round 
them, or in mats. 

As foonas our boats reached the (hore, the 
clamours of all thofe who had fomething to fell 
became [0 exceffively loud, that we haft~n~d. in
(0 the country, whofe arpeCt was very Iilvttlilg .. 
A confiderable variety of plants covered the 

VOL. n. L ground 
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1774. ground in wild luxuriance; and the great numJ 

JUN E. ber of planta~ions of a,1I [arts, made rhe whole 
"--v--J ii1and refemble a beautiful garden. The fences 

which had confined the view at Tonga-Tabboo, 
were here much lefs frequent, and only enclofed 
one fide of the path, leaving the other op":::n ~o 
the eye. The ground was not yerfeEtly level rn 
the interior parts, but rafe in leveral littre hil. 
locks lined with hedges and bullies, which 
formed a moil: agreeable profpect. The path 
which we met with, fometimes went under long 
rows of lofty trees, planted at confiderable del:' 
tances, between which the ground was covered 
with the richeil: verdure; fometimes a thick ane! 
impenetrable arbour of fragrant fhrubberies 
vaulted over it for a confiderable fpace, and hid 
it entirely from the fun; fometimes plantations, 
and· fometimes wilds appeared on both fides. 
The houfes of the na~ives were of a fingular 
ftructure; their height was about eight or nine 
feet; bm the walls, which were not perpendi
cular, but converged towards the bottom, were 
not above three or four feet from the ground, 
and very neatly made of reeds. The roof con
verged into a ridge at the top; fa that the fee
tion of the houfe refembled a pentagon. It was 
that.ched, and the roof pr~iected beyond the 
flopIng walls of the hOll[e. In one of the long 
fides there was always an opening about two feet 
[quare, and eighteen inches from the around, 
which ferved infread of a door. The le~gth of 
the houfe never exceeded thirty feet, and the 
breadth was commonly eight or nine. The in
fide of thefe houfes was al ways filled wi th large 
roots of yams, which {eern to be the chief [up
port of the natives. To fleep upon them muft 
ho; extremely uncomfortabl::; and yet a few mats 
are only f1J:Dread over them ~t ~l;rcht ncj,ich C1I[-

o ..... ... 5' ~, '/0 ~, ~J. 

tom 
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tom has made acceptable to thefe pc:ople. Thofe '77+· 
narrow Ii ttIe ftools, on which the Tahei tians reft J UN E. 

the head, are extremely frequent here, and ferve '---v--J 
the fame pm'pofe. We alfo ob{etved {everal 
open {heds, on a few pofts, like fome which we 
had feen at Tocga·Tabboo. Thefe were laid 
out with mats, and feemed to be intended for 
their abode in the day-time. In our ramble we 
paired by a nllmber of thefe habitations, but 
faw very few inhabitants, they being moftly at 
the trading place. Thofe whom we met were 
always very civil, and bowed their heads, fay-
ihg, lele'i (good), woa (friend), or fome fuch 
word, to mark their good temper and difpofition. 
They were our conduCtors; they brought us 
flowers from the bigheft trees, and birds out of 
the water; they often pointed out the fineft 
plants to us, and taught us their names; we 
needed only to {hew them a plant, of which we 
wifhed to have fpecimens, and they would go to 
any diftance to pT0cure ir. Coco-nuts and f11ad-' 
docks they readily offered to u?; and willingly 
carried great loads for us; a nail, a bead, or 
even a fmall rag of clolh, being confidered as a 
valuable prefent in return. In a word, they were 
on all occaGons ready to oblige us. 

In the courfe of aUF walk. we found a large 
lake or lagoon of faIt water, at the north end of 
theif1and, which at one place reached within a 
few yards of the fea. It was about three miles 
long, and one wide. Three little il1ands full of 
trees, arranged in the moft piCturefque manner, 
ferved to ornament this fine piece of water, of 
which the {bores alfo captivated the eye by their 
variety and beauty. The inverted landlcapc o~ 
the water, rendered this fcene ftill more beautl
fu!, efpeciallyas our point of view was an emi-

L 2 llence, 
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1774. nence, where many tall trees and thick Ihrubbe
JUNE. ries fcreened llS from the fun. 

'---r--J No il1and, which we had hitherto vilited, had 
offered fa great variety of \iews to us in fa [mall 
a fpace; nay, we had no where found fLlch 
abundance of beautiful flowers, [0 agreeably 
contrail:ing their various tints, and mingling 
their [weet [cents to perfume the air. The lake 
was full of wild ducks, and the woods and fbores 
abounded with pigeons, parroquets, rails, and 
{mall birds, which the natives brought for [ale. 

At noon we returned to the trading place, 
where captain Cook had purchafed a great quan· 
tity of fruit and roots, a few fowls, and one or 
two [mall pigs. \Vhen we arrived on board, we 
found they had been equally fllccefsful there in 
the purchafe of provifions. The whole poop 
was loaded with lhaddocks, which we found a 
moil: delicious fruit, of excellent flavour; and 
of yams we had laid in fuch a quantity, .that we 
eat of them every day for {everal weeks after
wards inil:ead of bifcuit. Arms and utenfils, 
the ufual articles of trade of thefe il1and~rs, had 
likewife been plentifully fold, efpecially by {eve
ral people who came in large double {aili:-:g ca
noes ftom the neighbouring il1ands. While we 
were at dinner, one of our fhipmates was ob
ferved on lhare, fLlffounded by a great croud of 
natives; but no further notice was taken of him, 
though he made fignals for a boat. One of our 
trading boats, which was rent albore as fuon as 
the crew had dined, came near the place where 
he was ftationed, and took him on board. It 
proved to be our furgeon, Mr. Patton, who had 
~een in th.e moil: imminent danger of lofing his 
life, by b::mg carelefsly lefl upon the il1and Wilh~ 
out {upport. From his account it is very plain, 
that even among thef~ kind and well-dilpofed 

peorle, 



ROUND THE WORLD. 149 

people, there were fome villains who greatly re- 1774· 
fembled the wretches that infeft our civilized JUNE. 

countries. He had left the landing place, acid '--y--.j 

engaging a fingle native in his fervice for a few 
beads, had rambled over great part of the iflan::l. 
His [uccefs in !hooting was confiderable; the na-
tive carried eleven ducks, with which he re-
turned to the [andy cove. The boats having 
already left that place, he was fomething difcon-
terted, and the croud preffed about him, Con-
fcious that he was in their power. He walked 
therefor~ to the rocky !hore, juft abreaft of the 
fuip, wbere our people raw him. In going thi-
ther, t\le man who carried the ducks endeavour-
ed to c~:op fome of them; but Mr. Patton lucki-
ly tur~ng about at that moment, he picked th~m 
up again. The croud now preffed clofe about 
him, and [everal of the men threatened him with 
jagged (pears, whilft nothing but the appearance 
of his fowling-piece kept them in awe. Sc\Oe-
ral women were fet on by the men, to draw hi'.TI 
off his guard, by a thoufand lafcivious geftures 
and attitudes; but his fituation was of too feri-
ous a nature to p~rmit him to attend to them. 
After fome time a canoe arrived from the 111ip, 
and Mr. Patton agreed with the own::r to carry 
him aboard for a nail, the laft which he had left. 
Juft as he was ftepping into the canoe, th:::y 
fnatched his fowling-piece from him, took all 
Ilis duoks exc~pt three, and fent away the ca-
noe. He was greatly aftonilbed and alarmed, 
and refolved to return to the top of the rock, 
where he expected to be more eauly diftinguif11-
ed from the ihip, from whenc~ he hop(:d for 
affiftance. The natives now laid afide all re-
ferve, and began to pluck at his cloaths. He 
readily fuffered them to fnatc!1 his cravat and 
handkerchief; but they alfo feized his coat, and 

. refum~ 
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177+- refumed their threatening geftures with fuch vio

] UN E. lence, that he expected every moment would be 
'--,--y--..J his laft. His anxiety and agony cannot well be 

painted. He put his hands in all his pockets to 
fearch for [orne inftrument, a knife or the like, 
with which to defend himfelf; he found nothing 
but a wretched tooth-pick-cate; he opened it, 
and held it out upon the croud, who perceiving 
it hollow, inftantly flew back to the diftance of 
two or three yards: he continued to point this 
formidable weapon againft the enemy, whofe 
{pears were ftill lifted againft him. The meri!. 
dian [un thone burning hot upon him; he had 
walked the whole day, was ipent with fatigue, 
and began to defpair of faving his life, when a 
hand lome young woman, remarkable for her 
flowing curls, which hung down on her boforn, 
took pity on his wretched condition. She ftep
ped forward from the croud, with the great eft 
humanity and compaffion expre{fed in her eye; 
innocence and goodne{s were [0 ftrongly marked 
in her conntenance, that it was impoffible to 
diftruft her. She approached, and offered him 
(l piece of !haddock, which was eagerly and 
thankfully accepted; and gradually fupplied him 
with more, till he had conli.lmed the whole fruit. 
At lail: the boats put off from the !hip, at light 
of which the whole croud difperfed; only his 
generous benefachefs, and an old man, who 
l'ias he~ father, remained fitting near Mr. Pat
ten, WIth that unconcern which a noble and vir
tuous conduct infpires. She enquired for the 
name of her friend; he told her that which the 
Taheitians had given him, Pateenee; and {he 
immediately adopted it, changing it into Pat-
1tenee. 011 ftepping into the boat, he gave her 
father and her a few prefents, which he bor
ruweq from the crew, anq with thefe they re-

turned 
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tnrned to their groves highly pleafed. When 1i74-
Mr. Patton orne on board, be acquainted cap- JUNE. 

tain Cook with the danger to which he had been '-v--.J 
expofed; but though he had only followed the 
example of many of his iliipmates, by repofing 
confidence in the natives, yet the lofs of his 
fowling-piece was confidered as a proper punifh-
ment for his imprudence. The afternoon was 
fpent in different rambles on fhore. My fat,her, 
with a fingle failor, walked over a confiderable 
part of the ii1and, without the leaft moleftation 
from the inhabitants, and brought on board a 
number of new plants. No other complaints 
arofe againft the natives this day, except fome 
petty thefts, at which they were expert like 
their brethren of Tonga-Tabboo and the Society 
mands. 

The next morning early we difcovered feveral TueC 23. 
i11ands to the N. W. of us, which a haze in that 
qliarter had hitherto fcreened from our fight. 
The two weftermoft were high, one peaked, 
but the other more extenfive. A thick fmoke 
arofe from the laft, on which, during the night, 
we bad obferved a fire. The natives who came 
on board acquainted us that this fire was con-
ftant, fo that we concluded it to proceed from a 
volcano. They called this ii1and Tofooa *, and 
the peak clofe to it e-Gbao t. To the north-
ward of thefe -two we difcerned thirteeri low 
iilands, each of which the natives named to us. 

We haftened afhore after breakfaft, to re
fume our enquiries. We foon left the beach, 
where the natives were again affembled in great 
numbers of both fexes. A moft beautiful kind 

cf 

.. Taiinan calls it Ama-Tofoa in his map. Al1i4 qr k'm1~, 
probably lignifies a mountain. 

t Tafman calls it Kaybay in his map? 
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1774· of lily (Cri1ZWIl ajiaticum) was the firfr plant 
JUNE. which we met with; and feveral others, not lefs 

'-v--J valuable, were collected foon after. We came 
to the watering-place, which was a pond about 
a hundred or a hundred and fifty yards long, 
and fifty broad; it contained ftagnant water, 
which was fomewhat tainted with a bracki/h 
tafte, and might perhaps have {ilbterraneous 
communications with the faIt lagoon, which in 
one place adjoined to it. Lieutenant Clerke, 
who [y.petinrended the waters, told us that his 
mufket had been nimbly fnatched away by one 
of the natives, who inftantly ran off with it, 
We advanced to the [alt lagoon, and botanized 
among the fpacious mangroves which furrounded 
it. Thefe trees occupy a vafl: fpace of ground, 
and grow more and more intricate by age. Their 
feeds do not drop off, but ilioot down from the 
top of the tree, till they reach the ground, where 
they take root, and fpread new branches. Whilft 
we were here, we heard three great guns fired; 
but the found being broken by many intervening 
objects, we fufpected that they were only muf~ 
ktts overcharged as ufual, by fame young gen
tlemen on a iliooting party. We left the lake 
foon after, and pailed through a plantation. 
where the natives bowed to us very kindly, and 
invited us to fit down amongfl: them. We were 
defirous of making the mofl: of our time, and 
therefore [oon left them, and returned to the 
frefh-water pond. Having fired a mufket at 
fome wild-ducks, which were in great plenty, 
we were called to by Mr. Gilbert, the mafter, 
who told us that a volley of fmall arms, and 
three cannon had been fired to alarm and bring 
us bac~, becaufe a fray had happened between 
the natl~es and our p::ople. We joined him in 
a feN mInutes, and found with him the captain, 

and 
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and a file of marines, together with two na- 1774. 
tives, wbofatontheirhams, and from time to JUNE. 

time pronounced the word woa, which fignifies '-V--' 
" friend" We fuppofed that the theft of Mr. 
Clerke's mufket had given occafion to this dif
turbance.; but this was too trifling a circum-
fla,nce to be refented. The cooper, in mendi ng 
the warer-cafk, was not fufficiently attentive to 
his adze, and one of the natives had fnatched it 
up, and conveyed it away. The captain, in 
order to recover this valuable inftrument, of 
which however there were no leCs than a dozen 
in the (hip, ordered his people to feize feveral 
large double canoes, which had probably ar-
rived from different adjacent iflancis. They 
performF.d his command, and Mr Clerke's gun 
was brought back by the aftoniihed natives. 
But this was not fufficient, and another canoe 
was feized. A native, who ftood upon it, de-
fended his property, which he had forfeited by 
no offence, and took up a fpear, which be 
feemed reCoIved to employ with good effect. 
Captain Cook levelled his mufket at him, and 
bid him lay down his arms, He refuCed, and 
received a loaded (hot through his wrift and 
thigh, at the diftance of eight or nine yards, 
which immediately brought him to the ground. 
The volley was now fired, and a boat fent off 
to the (hip, where three cannon, directed againft 
the higheft point of the ifland, were fired off 
one after another. It was thought that the na-
tives would now have left us; but a great part 
frill remained ort the beach confcious of their 
innocence, and rome canoes continued to ply 
about the (hip. The behaviour of one of the 
natives upon this occafion was fo remarkably 
fraical, that our people could not help taking 
notice of it. He had a [mall canoe in which 

he 
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1774. he always met the other canoes before they 
JUNE. reached the iliip, took out what he liked, and 

'--v--J paid their owners? a certain fmall rrice. in Eu
ropean goods, which he had before obtained by 
barter. 'With his new cargo he returned to 
the iliip, and always made a confiderable pro
fit upon his bargain. As he never failed to vi
fit each canoe, our failors called him a Cullom
haufe officer. He was lying clofe to the iliip, 
baling the water out of his canoe, when the 
guns were difcharged not two yards over his 
head. Notwithllanding the extraordinary con
cuiIion at fa iliort a difiance, he never once 
looked up, but continued to bale, and af
terwards to trade as if nothing had bap
pened. 

We had--not long rejoined the captain and 
his party, when the unlucky adze was brought 
back, which had been the occafion of fa much 
mifchief. A middle· aged woman, who feemed 
to have great authority, had difpatched fame 
of the people after it, and they returned at the 
fame time a cartridge· box, and Mr. Patton's 
fowling-piece, wbich appeared to have been con· 
cealed under water. The wounded man was 
brought to us on a piece of wood carried by 
men. He feemed almoft without fenfation; 
and was fet on the ground, whilft the natives 
gradually returned, and began to take courage, 
The women in particular, were very deiirous 
of refl:oring the general tranquillity, and their 
timid looks feemed to charge the behaviour of 
the fl:rangers with cruelty. They feated them
felves on a fine green turf, in a group of fifty 
or more together, and invited feveral of us to 
fit by them. Each of them had fame iliad
docks, which they broke in pieces, and dillri. 
buted to us with every mark of kindnefs and 

peace. 
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peace. Mr. Patton's friend was one of the 1774· 
foremoft, and indeed claimed the firft rank a- lDNE. " 

mong the beauties of thofe iOands. Her .fta- ---v---.J 

ture was graceful, and her form exquifitely 
proportioned. Her features were more regular 
than any I bad ever feen in thefe iOes, full of 
[weetnefs a,nd the ch~rms of youth. Her large 
dark eyes lparkled with fire, and her ebon curls 
floated on her neck. She was of a lighter colour 
thal1 the common people, and wore a brown 
cloth which clofely embracing the body imme-
diately under the breaft, but being fomewhat 
wider towards the feet, perhaps fuited her bet-
ter than the moft elegant European drefs. 

Mr. Patton having been fent for, arrived with 
proper ilJftruments, and dreifed the wounds of 
the poor native, whofe countrymen brought 
many banana leaves, which were laid on over 
the dreiling. A bottle of brandy was given 
them, with direCtions to waili the wounds 
with the liquor from time to time. The wound 
was not dangerous, as it happened in a fleiliy 
part; but as the diftance was [0 iliort, the iliot 
had torn the fleili very much, and made the 
wound very painful to the poor man. Af[er 
this we diftributed fome beads, and departed, 
making variolls figns of frendlbip. The na
tives, like thofe of Tonga-Tabboo, were ftrang
ers to refentment, and continued to trade with 
our !hip as before. They feemed to poifefs a 
truly. mercantile fpirit, and fpared no trouble 
to obtain [orne of Ollr goods or curiofities. A
mong the reft, they were much delighted with 
a great number of young puppies which we had 
taken on board at the Society Wands, on pur
pofe to flock {uch iOands as were not provided 
with them. We left two couple on Namob, 
of which the natives promifed to take particular 

care. 
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1774- care. Thefe people managed their canoes with 
JUNE. furprifing agility, and fw~m with the greateft 

'--v---' eafe. Their common tradmg-canoes were neat· 
ly made, an~ poliibed like thofe whic!l I have 
already defcnbed. But thofe of the neIghbour
ing iflands were of a great fize, and fame of 
them contained upwards of fifty people. They 
always confified of two large canoes, faftened 
by a tranfverfe platform of planks, in the midft 
of which they had erected a hut, w1lere they 
placed their goods, their arms, and utenfils, 
and where they paired great part of their time. 
There were likewife holes, which gave admit
tance into the body of each canoe. Their 
mafts were ftout poles which could be ftruck at 
pleafure, and their fails were very large and 
triangular, but not very proper to fail by the 
wind. All their cordage was excellent, and 
they had alfo contrived a very good ground 
tackle, confifting of a ftrong rope with large 
ftones at the end, by means of which they came 
to an anchor. 

We went on ibore again after dinner, as 
captain Cook propofed leaving this ifland the 
next day. We· pafTed through. feveral fields 
and wild ibrubberies, and collected a number 
of valuable plants. We alfo made a purchafe 
of feveral arms, fuch as clubs, and [pears, and 
of 0me utenfils, viz. fmall frools, large wooden 
di(les and bowls, in which the peop~e prepare 
their victuals, and fome earthen pots which 
feemed to have been long in ufe. The great 
ablJ.ndance of their arms, does not agree with 
theIr good-nature and hofpi table difpofition, 
l.~nlefs they qnarrel with t~eir next neighbours, 
hke the people of Taheltee and the Society 
Iflands. But they feemed to have fpent too 

much 
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much time in ornamenting their clubs, to have 1774· 
frequent occafion to ufe them.. JUNE. 

At day- break the next morning we unmoored '-v--J 
and fet fail, ftanding towards the if1and of To-
fooa, on which we had again obferved the vol-
cano burning during night. A whole fleet of 
canoes followed us feveral miles, trading with 
a variety of articles, particularly their dreffes, 
utenfils, and ornaments. Some of them like-
wife brought fiih of different forts, which we 
had found very well-tafted .. 

The if1and of Namoka, which we left after 
a fray of two days only, was not above fifteen 
miles in circuit, but feemed to be remarkably 
populous. It lies in 20° I7' S. and 174° 32' W. 
In the group of if1ands which appeared around it, 
its fize was the moft confiderable; but all feemed 
to be well inhabited, and very rich in vegetable 
productions. They are fituated on a kind of 
bank, on which there is from nine to fixtyand 
fev~nty fathom water, and the foil is probably 
the fame in every if1and. N amoka confifrs, 
like Tonga-Ta1;>boo, of a coral rock, covered 
with a rich mould, on which all forts of vege
tables thrive. We had no time to examine 
the hillock in its centre, which feems to have 
bad a different origin, and may perhaps be 
volcanic. At prefent it is wholly covered with· 
the richeft groves, like the reft of the if1and. 
The abundance of freih water in the pond, is 
an advantage which the people of Namoka en
joy in prefere,lce to thofe of Tonga-Tabboo; but 
it does not appear that they bathe fo regularly 
as the Taheitians, perhaps becaufe the ftagllant 
water is not very inviting. Its adva!'tage is 
however fo much felt, that the natives brought 
it to the !hip in calabafhes, and did the fame 
to Tafman, which implies that it is looked upon 

as 
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1774' as a valuable article among them. The abUr1-
JUNE. dance of water, and the richnefs of the f<)illike-

"--...--' wife feems to be the reafon, that bread-fruit and 
!haddock trees are much more frequent, and ail 
vegetatiin infinitely more luxuriant than on 
Tonga-Tabboo. The fences on that account 
are not laid out, and kept up with that extreme 
regularity, though they are ftill preferved in 
part. The long walks of fruit-trees, and the 
delightful green turf under them, were rather 
to be compared to the richeft fpots on Ea-oo
whe, or Middleburg Wand. The tufted arbours 
whicl; vaulted over the paths, are hung WillI 
beautiful flowers of all kinds, many of which 
filled the air with fragrance. The variety of 
[cenes formed by many little rifings, and differ
ent groups of houfes and trees, together with 
the lagoons, confpire to adorn this iDand. The 
fowls and hogs which we faw in the neighbour
hood of every dwelling, tbe prodigious number 
of iliaddocks which lay under every tree, hardly 
noticed by the natives, and the quamities of 
yams wbich filled tbeir hou[es, gave a picture 
of abundance and affluence which delighted the 
eye and comforted the heart. At fight of a 
plenteous profpeCt, human nature feels an in
ftinCtive fatisfaCtion, and good humour and joy 
are Coon revived in the moft dejeCted breaft. 
!\-midft .the difmal fcenes of our voyage, thefe 
llltervenmg moments are remarkably contraft
ed, and therefore had a great effeCt upon us. 
It is [0 natural to dwell upon pleafing [ubjects, 
that I hope, I need not apologize for my fre
quent defcriptions. 

The n~tives, who w~re happy enough to call 
thefe fertIle groves theIr own, did not appear 
to me to differ in any rerpett from thofe of 
Tonga-Tabboo, and Ea -oowhe. Their nature 

was 
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was middle-uzed, their colour a bright cheCnut 1774-
brown, and their whole body well-proportioned, JUNE. 

without being corpulent. Their punctures, '--v--.J 
their drefs, the cuftoms of clipping the beard, 
and powdering the hair, their arms, utenuls, 
and canoes, their language' and manners were 
exactly Cuch as we had noticed at Tonga-Tab-
boo. But in the !bort time which we ibid on 
their ii1and, we could not obCerve any fubordi-
nation among them, though this had ftrongly 
charaCteriCed the natives of Tonga-Tabboo. 
who feemed to deCcend even to fervility in their 
obeifance to their king. At Namoka we could 
not diftingui!b any perfons of fuperior rank or 
authority, unlefs we except the man, whom our 
Cailors called a Cuftom-houfe officer, and who 
infpeCted all the canoes which came to the fhip. 
The woman who fent for the ftolen things, ap-
peared alfo to have fome [way among them; 
and unce there is reafon to [uppoCe, that women 
whofe hair are allowed to grow long. have fame 
prerogatives above the reft in the South Sea *, 
Mr. Patton's friendly benefachefs [eems to have 
been a lady of a fuperior clafs, which her whole 
deportment confirmed. She was the only wo-
man with long hair whom we faw on the ii1and. 
J am far from concluding that the people of Na:.. 
moka have no fixed government; on the con-
trary, their vicinity and umilarity to other 
Wanders, amongft whom a monarchical go
vernment takes place, and the example of all 
the other ii1anders of the South Sea which for-
mer navigators have examined, give the great-
eft room to fuppofe the [am~ exifting the:e. 
The general coincidence of their manners with 
thofe of Tonga-Tabboo, ftrongly prove that 

they 

f/l See vol. I. 
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1774. they have the fame origin, and probably the 
JUNE. fame religious notions; but notwithltanding 

'--v--J this acrreement, I never found a /ayetooka or 
burying-place, during my rambles upon Na
moka, nor did anyone of our fhipmates 
meet with a place in any wife refembling the 
burying-places which we found at Tonga-Tab
boo. 

It appears, from the accounts of former VOY4 

agers, that between the meridians of 170° eaft 
from Greenvvich and 180°, there is a great num
ber of iflands, from the J oth to the 2 2d degree of 
latitude; all which, as far as they are known, 
feem to be inhabited by one race of people, who 
fpeak the [arne dialeCt of tbe South S:::a tongue, 
and have the fame focial and mercantile dilpo
fition. All thefe then might be added to the 
Friendly mands. They are in general remark
ably well inhabited, particularly thofe which 
we viGted. Tonga-Tabboo is almoft one con
tinual garden, and Ea-oowhe, Namoka, and 
the adjacent iflands, are fome of the molt fer
tile fpots in the Pacific Ocean. V·ol e fball there
fore be extremely moderate in our calculation, 
jf we fuppofe the number of inhabitants in all 
thefe iflands does not exceed 200,00;:> perfons. 
Their healthy climate; and its excellent pro
duCtions, keep them free from thofe numerous 
difeafes, to which we fall an eafy prey, and, 
according to their plain and fimple notions, 
fatisfy all their wants. Their progrefs in tbe 
arts, beyond other nations in the South Sea, 
and particularly their refinement in muGc, ferve 
to pafs away their time agreeably, and give 
them tafte to acknowledge and difcern the 
beauties of their own exquiGte forms, from 
whence one of the ftrongeft ties of fociety is 
derived. Their general turn is aCtive and in~ 

duftrious, 
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duftrious, but their behaviour to ftrangers more 1774· 
polite than cordial. Their peculiar propenfity to JUNE. 

trade [eerns to have fubftituted this infincere civili- '-v--J 
ty, in the room of real friendthip, from thofe inte-
refl:ed and mercenary principles which comnierce 
infpires. Both thefe characters are indirect op-
pofition to thofe of the Taheitians, who delight 
in an indolent life, and are too hearty in their 
affeCtions to confine them to outward thew and 
fpecious appearances. However there are ma-
ny luxurious individuals (arreoys) at the So-
ciety Wands, whofe moral character appears 
to be fomewhatdepraved; whilft the people of 
the Friendly Wands feem to be ignorant of vices, 
which can only have arifen from a fuperior de-
gree of opulence. 

The canoes which accompanied us from Na
moka returned at noon to feveral low ifiands, 
all which feemed to be well inhabited and fer~ 
tile, like fa many beautiful gardens. After 
dinner the wind became contrary, and abated, 
fo that we rather loft than gained ground. A 
few canoes came up with us again, for the na
tives fpared no labour to obtain our nails and 
rags of cloth. Towards evening We were fur
rounded by a little fleet, and the trade was very 
brifk, chiefly for the utenfils and arms of the 
iflanders, which are made with remarkable 
neatne[s. 

The canoes returned once more to us the Thur( 30 
next morning, putting off at day-break from 
all the little iflands in fight. Their appeara,:ce 
and their failing afforded us much enterta~n-
ment. Before the wind they go extre;nely fWlf~; 
being well contrived for that purpo[e, and th:u: 
broad triangular fail gives them a very PIC# 

ture[que form at a diftance. We left them In a 
iliort time when the breeze frethened, and 

VOL. II. 'M failed 
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'774. failed towards the two high ii1ands, which we 
JUNE. had difcovered whilft we lay at anchor. In the 

'---v---.J afternoon three canoes came up with us again; 
and one of them, with 50 men on board, traded 
with us juft as we were in the narrow pafTage 
between both ii1ands. The larger, to the fouth
ward, which is called Tofooa, appeared to be 
inhabited. Some of the natives on board our 
{hip told us it had frefh water, together with 
coco-nut, banana, and bread-fruit trees. We 
faw indeed a number of palms, and a great" 
quantity of the club-wood. The whole i!1and, 
though fleep, was in fome places covered with 
verdure or fhrubbery. Towards the fea, and 
efpecially towards the other ii1and, the rocks 
feemed burnt, and black [and covered the (hore. 
We approached within a cable's length of it, 
but found a depth of eighty fathom, which pre
vented our coming to an anchor. The rocks 
towards the pafTage, which was not above a 
mile acrofs, were cavernous, and in fame 
places had a rude columnar fhape. The day 
was fomewhat hazy, and the top of the ifland 
was therefore covered wi th clouds. The [moke 
however rolled up with impetuofity, and feemed, 
before we had pafTed the ftrait, to ifTue from 
the other fide of the mountain. As foon as we 
had pafTed it, it appeared to arife from the fide 
which we had jyH: left. Thi~ deception ,Proves, 
that the top of the mountam was hollow, or 
formed a crattr, from whence the vapour was 
thrown up. There was a fpot on the N. W. 
fide of the ifland, fomewbat below the place 
where we faw the [make come out, wbich had 
the .appearance of being lately burnt: it was 
deflltute of verdure, thouah the mountain on 
both fides of it was covered WiLh various plants. 
\Vhen we came exaCtly into the line in whd1 

the 
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the fmoke was carried by the wind, we had a 1774. 
final! lbower of rain, and many of us felt it very JULY. 

biting and tharp, when it dropped into our eyes. '--v--.J 
It is probable from thence, that it carried down 
with it fame particles which the volcano had 
ejeCted. The wind being at S. S. E. and freth-
ening, we left this ifland, without being able 
to make any farther obfervations upon it; 
though it well deferved the attention of the 
learned, who make the revolutions which our 
globe has undergone, the object of their ufeful 
and curious enquiries. 

We failed to the W. S. W. and continued Friday 10 

the fame courfe all the next day. The follow-
ing day, very near noon, we difcovered land, 
which, from the. direction of our track, had 
never been feen by other navigators. We ran 
toward it, and before night approached pretty 
near it; but found breakers before us, which 
obliged us to tack all night, for fear of an ac-
cident. Several lights which appeared on {hare 
as foon as it was dark, announced to us that the 
ifland was inhabi ted. 

The next morning we bore down upon it Sund. 3
0 

again, and came round its eaft end. It appear-
ed to be about feven miles long, and had two 
fmall hills of very gentle alcent, wholly covered 
with woods, like the reft of the ifland. One 
end floped into a flat point, on which we ob-
ferved fine groves of coco-palms, and fruit-
trees, together with houles in their iliade. A 
fine fandy beach furrounded the {hare, and at 
the diftance of half a mile, a coral reef encom-
pafi'ed the eaft fide of the ifland, which at the 
points projected near two miles from the {hare. 
On this reef we foon perceived five blackifh-
brown men, with clubs in their hands, looking 
at us very attentively. We hoifted a boat 

M 2 out, 
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1774. out, and fent the mafter to found an openir;g 
] U LY. between the reefs which we faw before us. He 

'--y--J went on through the entrance to~ard~ the i?ore, 
where we obferved upwards of thirty mhabItants 
fitting. Amongft them ten or twelve were 
armed with fpears; but as foon as our boat 
came near, they hauled a canoe into the woods, 
which had brought th:ir five men to and from 
the reef, and all ran off when the mafter landed. 
He laid {orne nails, a knife, and a few medals 
on the fandy beach, and returned on board, to 
acquaint the captain that there was no bottom 

. in the entrance of the reef, and not fufl1cient 
depth within it. He had obferved a dozen or 
more large turtles fwimming in the harbour; 
but being deftitute of harpoons, or other inll:ru
rnents, could not ihike any of them. Our 
boat was hoifted in again, and the hopes of bo
tanizing on this ifland were entirely frull:rated. 
We continued ftanding along its reef, on which 
We obferved fame large fingle rocks of coral, near 
fifteen feet above the furface of the water, nar
row at the bafe, and fpreading out at the top. 
Whether an earthquake had raifed them fo high 
out of the fea, in which they muft have been 
fOimed, or whether fome other eaufe ought to 
be afligned for this curious fact, remains to be 
determined. 

A few miles to the weft ward of the if1and 
we found a great circular reef of coral, includ
ing a lagoon. It was fufpected' that this lagoon 
might be the abod~ of tunles, and two boats 
were hoifted out ih the afternoon to go in quell: 
of them. The fifhery proved very unluceefs
fnl, not. a fingle turtle being feen, and the 
crew hOlfted the boats in again before {unfet. 
V'le then left this new difcovery, which was 

named 
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named Turtle Wand, and· is fituated in 19° 48' '774. 
S. and 178° 2' W. JULY. 

We ran to the VV. S. W. with a frefh trade- '---v--J 
wind by daJ, but tacked every night. No birds 
attended us on this courfe, except now and then 
a white booby, or a man of war bird. The fair 
weather, the yams of Namoka, and the hope 
of making new difcoveries in this part of the Pa-
cific Ocean, which had never been vifited be-
fore, kept us all in very good fpirits. 

On the 9th of July, having reached nearlYSatur.9. 
1760 E. and being in 20° S. we changed our 
courfe to the N. W. Our frefh gale continued 
without any change till the 13th, when it was Wedn. 13· 
fomewhat abated, and a few drops of rain fell 
both at night and in the morning. The fecond 
anniverJary of our departure from England, 
which happened on this day, was celebrated by 
the failors with their ufual mirth. They drank 
plentifully, having faved a part of their daily al
lowance, for this folemn occafion, and drowned 
every gloomy idea in grog, the mariner's Lethe. 
One of them, of a fanatical turn, compo[ed a 
hymn on the occafion, as he had done the firft 
year; and after feriouily exhorting his fellows 
to repentance, fat down and hugged tbe bottle 
heartily; but like· all the reft, he proved une-
qual to the confliCt, and funk und~r the power-
ful influence of his adverfary. 

The wind frefhened very much the two fol-
lowing days, and on the third tbe weather be-
came hazy, with fhowers of rain. A calabafb. 
which we obferved drifting paft the Ibi p, feemed 
to indicate the near approach of land; and in-
deed a few hours after, about two o'clock in the 
afternoon, on the 16th, we made it at ali ttle Satur. i 6. 

diftance before us, being high, and of con~de-
rable extent. The gale encreafed towards llIght, 

and 
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1774' and the {hip rolled v~ro/ much; th~ rains were 
JULY" inceifant at the [arne tIme, and commg through 

'--v---J the decks into our cabins, thoroughly {oaked our 
books doaths, and beds, depriving us of reft. 
The fame heavy gales with bad weather con· 
tinued all the next day, and [0 involved the 
land in clouds, that we could [carce difcern it, 
but were forced to ftand off and on. This wea
ther was the more difagreeable, as it was unex
peCted in a rea, which has always been termed 
Pacific. It proves, that no entire reliance may 
b::: had upon general denominations; and that 
though !torms and hurricanes are perhaps very 
feldom felt in this ocean, yet it is not wholly 
free from them. Its weftern part is particularly 
known for ftrong gales. When captain Pedro 
Fernandez de QQiros left his Tierra del Efpiritu 
Santo; when M. de Bougainville was on the 
coaft of the Louifiade; and when captain Cook, 
in the Endeavour, explored the eaftern co aft of 
New Holland, each of them met with ftormy 
weather. Perhaps it may be owing to the large 
lands which are fituated in this part of the ocean; 
at leaft it is known, that the ftated winds of the 
torrid zone become variable in the neighbour
hood of high and extenfive coafts. 

The weather was a little clearer the next 
morning, fo that we could venture to run in 
{hore, We diftinguil11ed two if1ands, which 
were the Whitfun and Aurora lf1ands, of M. de 
Bougainville) and r:::n for the northern extremity 
of the latter. 

Mond, 18. Thus, after {pending two years in vifiting the 
, dif~ove~ies of former voyagers, in rectifying 

theIr mlftakes, an.d in combating vulgar errors, 
,!,e began. the thlr~ by inveftigating a group of 
Iflands whIch the French navigator, preiTed by 
necefIity, and ill fitted out, had left with preci-

pitation. 
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pitation. It was referved for this Iaft yearto teem 1774 .. 
in new dLfcoveries, and to make amends for JULY. 
the two £1ril:. We had, it i3 true, no reafon to "-v--J 
complain, {ince moil: of the countries we had 
vifited, were fcarcely known to the world, from 
the vague and unphilofophical accounts of the 
difcoverers. We had room to make a variety 
of obfervations on men and manners, which, 
though they ought to be the £1rft 05jeCts of tra-
vellers, have ftill been poftponed, even by thofe 
who have aimed at being looked upon by the 
world as the moft enlightened. But, as mankind 
are ever capti vated by the charms of novelty, 
the hiftory of our tranfaCtions, during the en-
fuing months, will have that advantage at Ie aft 
to recommend it to their attention. 

A VOYAGE 
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B o o K III. 

C HAP. I. 

An account of our flay at Mallicollo, and dijcovery 
of the New Hebrides. 

WE reached the north-point of Aurora '774. 
ifland at eight in the morning, on the 18th of JULY. 
July, and pailing very clofe to it, obferved vaft ~ 
,numbers of coco-nut palms on all parts of it, on •. I 

not excepting the high ridges of the ifland. The 
whole, as far as a thiclc haze permitted us to fee, 
was clad in thick forefts which had a pleaGng. 
but wild appearance. My father had a mom en-
taneous glimpfe of a fmall rocky peak to the 
northward, which M. Bougainville calls Pic de 
l'Etoile. or Pic d' Averdi; but the clouds which 
moved with great velocity foon involved it. By 
the help of glaffes fame natives were feen on 
Aurora, and as we approached nearer, we heard 
them calling to one another. Having pafTed the 

. north 
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1774. north end of Aurora, we frood to the fouthward 
JULY. along its wefrern coafr, as far as the wind would 

'--v---J permit, which blew more foutherly than eailerly. 
\iVe had only this advantage, that being fhelter
ed by the land on all fides, the water. was remark
ably fmooth, though the gale contmued. The 
ifland which M. de Bougainville named the IDe 
of Lepers, was right a-head of us, and we paffed 
the day in tacking between it and Aurora. At 
four o'clock in the afternoon, we approached 
within a mile and a half of the former, and in 
{pite of the clouds which refred on its heights, 
raw {o much of the lower grounds, that we had 
rea{on to think it a very fertile ifland. The place 
where we approached it was very freep, nor could 
we find bottom with one hundred and twenty 
fathoms. However, the north·eafr point was 
lower, and covered with all forts of trees. The 
palms in particular were innumerable, and to 
our {urprize grew on the hills, where we had 
never feen them in other iflands .. Several con
fiderable ca{cades rufhed down the precipices 
into the fea, amidfr ilirubberies which formed 
as rich an ornament as in the landfcapes of 
Du1ky Bay. Having put about, we ob{erved a 
turtle fleeping on the water, which the violence 
of the wind did not feem to affeCt. We tacked 
all night in order to gain to the fouthward, be
ing defirous of 'paf1ing between the We of Le
pers and Aurora. We came clore under the 

Tuef. 19. former again at eight in the morning. Having 
put about, a {mall canoe ventured out with a 
fingle man in it. We made a iliort trip, and 
returned towards the iliore, where three men in 
another canoe were preparing to come to us. 
Several people {at on the rocks and projecting 
bluff points. Some were blackened from the 
head down wards, as far as the breaft; they 

had 
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had fomething white on their heads, but went 1774. 
naked, wi[h a rope about the waift. Only one J U LT. 

of them had a cloth acrof"s one fhoulde;, "which ~ 
came und::r the oppofite arm like a fcarf, and 
then round his loins; it feemed to be of a dirty 
white with a reddifh border. All thefe people 
were of a dark brown colour, and armed with 
bows and long arrows." Thofe who came off in 
canoes, came very near us, talking loud and un:" 
intelligibly for fome time, but confl:antly refufed 
to come on board. Having been obliged to put 
about the fhip, they left us, and returned to 
their countrymen on fhore. In feveral places 
we obferved reeds like hurdles, ftanding up be-
tween the rocks, which feemed to be fo placed 
in order to catch fifh 

We now approached the ifle of Aurora, where 
we obferved a fine beach, and the moft luxuri
ant vegetation that can be conceived. The 
whole country was woody; numberlefs climbers 
ran up the higheft trees, and forming garlands 
and feftoons between them, embellifhed the 
fcene. A neat plantation fenced with reeds, 
frood on the flope of the hill, and a beautiful 
{:afcade poured down through the adjacent foreft. 
About two o'clock three canoes came off from 
the ifland of Aurora, when we were c10fe in 
fuore, but as we could not ftay for them, they 
returned like thofe of Lepers Ii1and. The ifland 
of Aurora is about twelve leagues long, but not 
above five miles broad in any part, lying nearly 
north and fouth. The middle is in J SO 6' S~ 
and I b!) 0 24' E. Its mountain or ridge is [harp, 
and of confiderable height. Wbitfun Ii1an?, 
which lies about four miles to the {outh of It, 
runs in the [arne direction, and is of the fame 
length, but appears to be {omewhat broader at 
its northern extremity. Its middle lies in IS° 

45
1 
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1774. 4S1 S. and in 168 0 28' eaft longitude. The 
JULY. me of Lepers is almoft as large as Aurora, but 

'--v---J of greater breadth, and its fituation is nearly 
eaft and weft; the middle lies in ISo 20' fouth, 
and ,680 3' eaft. 

Whitfun Wand, as well as the HIe of Lepers, 
having more flcping expofures than Aurora, ap
pear to be better inhabited, and to contain more 
plantations. At night we obferved many fires 
on them, particularly the firft, where they ex
tended to the tops of the hills. This circum
ftance feems to prove, that they live in great 
meafure on agriculture; and fince they have but 
few canoes, and their fbores very fteep, filhing 
does not Ceem to employ them fo much as other 
Wanders. 

Wedn.20. The ifland which M. de BougainviIle has placed 
to the fouthward of Whitfun lfland, came in 
fight the next morning, but was ftill fo much 
involved in clouds, that we could not diftinguilh 
its form or height. We pa!fed all that day in 
working to windward, which we performed with 
be!ter {ucce[s, as the gale had a little abated. 

'fhur( 2 I. The next morning we had moderate and fair 
weather, and faw M. de BougainviIle's {outhem 
if1and very diftinctly. There was a pa!fage be
tween it and the fouth end uf Whit{un Hland, 
about fix miles in breadth. A long low point 
extended from this [outhern if1and to the eaft
ward; and all its north fide, though fteep to
wards the fea, rafe from thence with a gentle 
and gradual aCcent to the higheft mountains in 
the centre. In the mountains, which were ftill 
cov~red with clouds, we obferved fome volumes, 
as It appeared, of [make, which indicated a 
volcano. This if1and is about {even leagues in 
length, and its middle lies in 16 0 IS" S. and 
168°2o"E. 

Later 
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Later in the day we difcovered land to the i 774-
wet!:ward, which proved to be the fouth-weftern- JULY_ 

molt land feen by M. de Bougainville. \Ve ad- "--y--.J 

vanced towards it, overjoyed with the variety of 
new iflands, which prefented themfelves to our 
view. Having reached the N. W. end of the 
former ifland, on which we fufpetted a volcano, 
we were convinced of its exiftence, by columns 
of white fmoke, which rolled up with great vio-
lence from the fummit of an inland mountain. 
The whole fauth-weft coaft of this ifland floped 
into a very fine and extenfive plain, on which 
innumerable fmokes arofe, between the richeft 
groves which our eyes had beheld fince our de-
parture from Taheitee. The populou[ne[s of 
the country was ftrongly evinced by its fertile 
appearance, and by the number of fires. We 
opened two other iflands to the fouth-eaftward, 
af[er pailing the weft end of this land, one of 
which was a very high peak, which looked like a 
volcanic mountain. Another ifland, with three 
high hills, al[o appeared to the fauth, at a great 
dit!:ance. The weft ern land, towards which we 
failed, was not lefs beautiful than that which we 
left. Its groves had the richeft tints of verdure, 
and coco·palms were [cattered between them in 
vat!: numbers_ The mountains rofe far inland, 
and before them lay feveral lower grounds, all 
covered with woods, and bounded by a fine 
beach. At noon we came clofe in ibore, and 
Caw many natives wading into the water to the 
waift, having clubs in their hands, but waving 
green boughs, the univerfal figns of peace. One 
of them had a fpear, and another a bow and 
arrows. Contrary to their expettations, and 
perhaps their wiibes, we put about again. How-
ever after dinner two boats were hoi!ted out, 
and rent to found in a little harbour, which we 

obferved 
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'774. obferved from the fbip. The whole [outh point 
JULY. of this liale bay, which was &unded by a coral 

'--v-l reef, was lined by feveral hlm~red inhabitants, 
of whom a few ventured out in their canoes to
wards the lbip and the boats. They did not ap
proach near the lbip whilft lbe ftaid out at (ea; 
but the boats having made the fignal for good 
anchorage, we came in after tbem, into a nar
row harbour, with reefs at the entranc::, but 
which [eemed to go inland to a confiderable diC
tance. Our boats returned on board, and the 
officer acquainted the captain, that the natives 
had come within a few yards in their canoes, but 
had not offered the leaft in(ult; on the contrary, 
they had waved green boughs, and dipping their 
hands into falt water, had poured it on their 
heads. This compliment our officer returned, 
much to their [atisfaCtion, it being probably a 
fign of friendlbip. They now approached the 
fhip in their canoes, waving green plants, par
ticularly the leaves of the dr,lCtena terminalis, 
and of a beautiful croton variegatum, and re
peating the word Tomarr or Tomarro contirltl
ally, which feemed to be an expreffion equiva
lent to the Taheitian Tayo (friend) The great
er part of them were however armed with bows 
and arrows, and a few with fpears; being thus 
prepared, at all events, both for peace and war. 
By, degrees they ventured near the lbip, and re
celvc:d a few pieces of Taheitee cloth, which 
they eagerly accepted. Pre[ently they handed 
up [orne of their arrows in exchange; at firft 
fucb as were pointed with wood only, but foon 
after even fuch as were armed with points of 

• bone, and daubed with a black gummy fluft: 
on which account we [ufpeCted them to be poi
foned. A yo~ng Taheitian puppy was there
fore wounded 1D the leg with one of thefe ar-

rows, 
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rows, to try its effeCt; but we perceived no 1774., 
dangerous fymptoms. JULY. 

The language of thefe people was fo utterly'--v--J 
different .from all the South Sea dialeCts which 
we had hitherto heard, that we could not under-
ftand a fingle word of it. It was much harilier 
than any of them, and the r, s, ch, and other 
confonants abounded in it. The people them-
felves differed from any that we had hitherto 
feen. They were all remarkably flender, and 
in general did not exceed five feet four inches in 
height. Their limbs were often indifferently 
proportioned, their legs and arms long and flim, 
their colour a blackitb brown, and their hair 
black, frizled and woolly. Their features were 
more extraordinary than all the reft. They had 
the flat broad nofe and projeCting cheek-bones 
of a Negroe, and a very iliort forehead, which 
had fometimes an unufual direCtion, being [ome-
thing more depreffed than in well-formed men. 
Many of them were befides this painted with a 
black colour in the face and over the breaft, 
which disfigured them more than their natural 
llglinefs. A few had a fmall cap on the head, 
made of matted work, but all went ftark naked, 
and tied a rope fa faft round their belly, that it 
made a deep notch. Moft other nations in vent 
fame kind of covering, from motives of (hame; 
but here a roll of cloth continually faftened to 
the belt, rather difplays than conceals, and is the 
very oppofite of modefl:y. 

They continued about the fllip, talking with 
great vociferation, but at tbe fame time in fueh 
a good-I-iumoured manner, that we were much 
entertained. We had no fooner looked at one 
of them, than he began to chatter witbout re
ferve, and grinned almofl: like Milton's Death. 
This circllmil:ance, together with their £lender 

form, 
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1774. form, their ugly features, and their black co
JULY. lour, often provoked us to make an ill-natured 
~ comparilon between them and monkies. We 

!hould be forry, however, to fupply ROllfTeau, 
or the fuperficlal philofophers who re-echo his 
maxims, with the !hadow of an argument in 
favour of the Orang-au tang fyftem. We rather 
pity than dcfpife thefe men, who can fo far for~ 
get and abufe their own intellectual faculties, as 
to degrade themfelves to the rank of baboons. 

When it was dark the natives returned ort 
fuore, where they made a number of fires, and 
were heard fpeaking as loud among themfelves 
as they had done to us. About eight, however, 
they all returned to the !hip in their canoes, 
with burning firebrands, in order to have another 
converfation. On their part they carried it on 
with furpriGng fpirit, but we did not reply with 
equal volubility. The evening was very fine 
and calm, and the moon !hone out at times. 
Seeing that we were not fo talkative as them~ 
[elves, they offered to fell us their arrows and 
other trifles; but captain Cook prohibited the 
trade, in order to get rid of them. We were 
furprifed with their behaviour, it being unufual 
to fee any Indians awake and active about the 
!hip ~fter funfet. Some thought they only came 
as fples~ t? fee whether we were upon our guard; 
but their liloffenGve behaviour feemed to free 
them from this fufpicion. \]v hen they found us 
refolved not to barter with them, they retreated 
to d!e !hore towards midnight. We heard them 
fingmg and beating their drums all night, and 
could obferve them fometimes dancing; fo 
that we concluded they were of a very chearflll 
difpoGtion. 

Friday 2.2.. They gave us very Ii ttIe' refpite in the morn
mg. At day-break they came off in_their ca

noes, 
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noes, and began to call to us, frequently inter- I774. 
mixing the word Tomarr in their noify [pecches. JULY. 
Four or five of them came on board the fhip '--..r--J 
without any arms: 'they Coon became familiar, 
and with the great eft ea[e climbed up the fhrouds 
to the maft-head. When they came down again, 
the captain took them into bis cabin, and gave 
them pre[ents of medals, ribbons, nails, and pieces 
of red baize. They were the moil: intelligent peo-
ple we had ever met with in the South Seas; 
they underftood our figns and geftures, as if 
they had been long acquainted with them, and 
in a few minutes taught us a great number of' 
their words; Their language was really as we 
had immediately [ufpett:ed, wholly diftintt: from 
that general language, of which {everal dialett:s 
are [poken at the Society Ii1es, the Marque(as, 
the Friendly Ii1es, the Low Ii1ands, Eafter Hland, 
and New Zeeland. It was not difficult to pro-
nounce, but contained more .con[onants than 
any of the dialeCts here mentioned. . The moft ' 
fingular found was a fhaking or vibration of hrrr 
together. Thus, for inftance, one of our friends 
was called Mambrrum, and the other Bonom-
brrooiri. Whatever they faw, they coveted; bllt 
they never repined at a rcfufal. The looking-
glaiTes which we gave them were particularly 
admired, and they took great pleafure in look 
ing at themfelvcs; fo that thefe ugly people 
feemed to have more [elf-conceit, than tbe beau-
tiful nation at Taheitee and the Society Inands. 
They had perforated ears, and a hole in the 

Jeptum narium, into which they put a bit of 
ftick, or two little pieces of white [elenite or 
alabafter, which are tied together in an obtufe 
angle. On the upper arm they wore bracelets, 
very neatly wrought, of [mall pieces of black 
and white fuells. Thefe bracelets fitted [0 c!o[e-

VOL. II. N 1)'1 
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1774. 1y, that it was plain they had been put on :vhilfl: 
JULY. their owners were young 1 for at prercnt It was 

"---v-I quite impofiible to draw them over the elbow. 
Their ikins were very foft and fmooth, and of a 
footy or blackiili brown colour, which W:lS 

heightened by black paint in the face. Their 
hair was frizled, and woolly to the touch, 
though not of the foftere. Their beards were 
frizled, but not woolly, and well furnilhed with 
hair. They had no punCtures on theirbody, but 
indeed they could not have been feen on the~r 
black !kin at any conuderable diftance. 

vVe were deeply engoged in converfation with 
them, and they feemed happy beyond mea[ure, 
when the firft lieutenant came into the cabin. 
He acquainted captain Cook that one of the na
tives having been denied admittance into th€: 
iliip, which was by this time crouded with them, 
had pointed his arrow at the failor in our beat, 
who puilied back his canoe. Before he had don~ 
fpeaking, our acute natives gueffed his errand, 
and having before obferved the windows open, 
one of them inftantly jumped out, and fwam to 
his outrageous countryman to hold his hands. 
The captain went upon deck prefently, and took 
up a mufket, which he pointed at the native, 
who perufted in his attitude in {pite of his fel-
1~ws. S::eing that captain Cook had levelled at 
hIm, he alfo pointed his arrows at him_ At this 
moment, the reft of the na ti \'es around the ihip 
called to thofe in the cabin; there fearing the 
worft confequences from the violence of their 
countryman, hurried out of the windows, not
withftanding all our endeavours to quiet their 
apprehenuons. We heard a mufket fired off 
the,inf1:ant after, and repairing on deck, law the 
natIve who had received fome {mall iliot, very 
delIberately laying by his arrow, which WGS on-

ly 
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1y pointed with wood, and feleCting one of thofe 1774. 
which we believed to be poifoned. As loon as JULY. 
he had taken aim, the third lieutenant fired at -----v--J 
him again; the fmall iliot which he received in 
hIS face, obliged him to give up all thoughts of 
fighdrg, and he paddied quickly towards the 
fuore. At the fame moment an arrow was iliot 
off from the other fide of the ihip, which fell 
in the mizen fhrouds. A ball was fired after the 
native who [em it to us, but luckily without ef-
fect. Every canoe now moved gradually to~ 
wards the fuore, all who were on board flung 
themfelves into the [ea; one in particular, who 
was at the maft-head when the fray began, not 
thinking of any harm, came down with the 
greateft precipitation when the muikets went off. 
To terrify thefe people, and to gi ve them a 
fpecimen of our power, a cannon was fired over 
their heads among the trees on fuore. This 
accelerated their retreat; the neareft to us jump-
ed out of their canoes in a fright, and all reach-
ed the fuore in great confufion. Prefently their 
drums began to beat in different parts, to give 
the alarm, and the poor fellows were feen run-
ning along (bore, and huddling under the bufues 
together, in clofe confultation on this alarming 
crifts of their afiairs. In the meanwhile we 
went quietly to breakfafl:. 

At nine o'clock fome canoes again made their 
appearance, rowing round the {hip, and very 
cautiouD.y coming nearer. We waved to them 
with a branch of the dracte12a termini/lis, which 
we had before received; and after they had dip
ped their hands in the fea, and put them on their 
heads, they received a few prefents which cap
tain Cook gave them, and went away to the 
fuore. Two of our boats were now manned, 
and a party of marines embarked with the C61P-

N 2 tam, 
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1774. tolin, my father, Dr. Sparrmao t myfelf, and 
] U L Y. [everal others. A reef bounded the fhore at the 
~ diftance of thirty yards or more. It was fo 

1hallow, that we were forced to itep out, and 
wade to the beach, where our marines formed 
witiJout oppofitio!1. We were received by a 
croud of no !efs than three hundred perfons, all 
armed, but very friendly ano inoffenfive in their 
behaviour towards us. A middle· aged man,' 
rather ftronger than the generality of the peo
ple, ga\-e away his bow and quiver to another, 
and came unarmed to frwke hands with us, in 
fign of peace and amity; he was perhaps a chief 
among them. A pig was brought at the fame 
time, and prelented to the captiiin, apparently 
as a kind of expiation for their countryman's ill 
behaviour; but perhaps it was only a ratification 
of the peace which we had concluded. After 
we bad received the pig, we expreifed by figns 
that we wanted wood, ~md they immediately 
pointed out [orne trees which grew clore to [he 
beach, which we cut down, and fawed in pieces. 
The beach did not exceed fifteen yards in 
breadth; and our fituation was very precarious 
in cafe of an attack. The marines therefore 
drew a line before them, 'which the natives were 
de fired not to tranfgrefs. They re&dily ccm
plied with this regulation; L:r lh::ir numbers 
encreafed from all parts cO[1-tinually. Tbey were 
all armed with bo'lv'S ready f!:rung, made of a 
tough dark-brown wood, finer than mahcgany ; 
and wi_th arrows, which they bdd in a cylindri
cal qUIver, formed of leaves All there an"O'.:Vs 
were made of reeds about two feet long; thofe 
of the common fort had a point about a fcot 
?r fifteen inches long, confif'cing of a polif.'1ed 
Jet~y bbck wood, like ebony, but excefiive~y 
brittle, the reft, which were kept in quive's, 

w~re 
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were all pointed with a (bort bit of bone, two or 1774· 
tbree incbes long. This was inferted in a notch JULY. 

of tbe rec-d, which was again curioui1y and firm-~ 
ly united together by means of fingle ;:OC8 nut 
fibres, wound acrof" each other, to as to form 
little rhomboidal' companments, about 2'0 of an 
inch [quare, which were filled up with minute 
attention, alternately 'Nith a reddifh, green, and 
white eanhy colour. The point of bone itrelf 
was very (barp, and fmeared with a black refi-
nous fubihmce. 

"vVe left our lines, and walked over amongft 
the natives, wbo con'icrfed wi,b us) and wi,h 
great good-will fat down on th!e frump of a tree 
to teach us thei r language. They were furprifed 
at our readinefs to remember, and ie,cmed to 
fpend fome time in pondering how it W.3.S pom
ble to pre[erve the fouCld by [ncb means as pen
cil and paper. Tbey were not oniy af1iduol1s in 
teaching, but had curiofity enough to learn our 
language, which they pronounced with [ncb ac
curacy, that we had rea[on to admire their ex
tenfive faculties and quick apprehenfion. 00-
[erving their organs of fpeech to be [0 flexible, 
we tried the moil: difficult founds in the Euro
pean languages; nay, we had recourfe to the 
compOll~nd Ruili.an Jhtcb, all which they pro
nounced .at the firft hearing, without t.he leaft 
difficulty. Weprefently taught them our nu
merals, which they repeated rapidly on their 
fingers; in iliort, what they wanted in per[onal 
attraction, \vas amply made up in acutene!s of 
llnderftanding. vVe began to trade wi:h them 
for their arms, but they were at firf!: very loth 

1 'k ,'r to exchange them; however, a 1ana. ercmc~, 
Dr piece of Taheitee cloth, or Englifh frieze, 
was of {Orne value arI)oiJg them. They began 
to fell their common arrows, and afterwards 

tbofe 
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J 774' thofe which were poifoned; but advi red us not 
JULY. to try the points againft our fingers, making us 

'--v--J underftand, by the plaineft figns, that with a 
common arrow, a man might be !hot through 
the ann without dying, but that the l1ightefl: 
{crarch with one of the other fort was mortal. 
If notwithftanding this information, we attempt
ed to bring the point on our fingers, they caught 
hold of our arm, with the moft friendly gefiure, 
to fave us, as' it were, from imminent danger. 
Befides bows and arrmvs, they wore a club of 
the cafuarina wood, which hung on their right 
!boulder, from a thick rope, made of a kind of 
grafs. This club was commonly l-mobbed at 
one end, and very well poli!hed, like all their 
manufactures. It did not exceed two feet and 
a hdf in length, and appeared to be referved 
for clofe engagement, after emptying the quiver. 
On the left \vrift, they wore a circular wooden 
plate neatly covered, and joined with {haw, 
about five inches in diameter, upon which they 
broke the violence of the recoiling bow-firing, 
and prevented it from hurtin~ their arms. This 
kine! of ruffle, and their ornaments, fuch as the 
bracelets above mentioned, pieces of /hell cut 
in form of large rings, w bich were aHa worn on 
the arm, the frone in their nofe, and the Ibell 
wh.icll bung on their breafr, fufpended by a 
ftnng round the neck, they at this time refufed 
to fell. 

. vVe obferved r::o new plants on the borders 
of the beach \'.bere am people cut down trees; 
bu~ the country ~ithin looked very tempting, 
bemg one ~reat foreft. Dr. Sparrman, and my
felf, obfervll1g a path which afcended into the 
wood behind fome bu!bes, went in unnoticed, 
and advanced about twenty yards, where we 
fortunately found two fine new plants, But we 

had 
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had fcarcely made this valuable acquiGtion, when 1774. 
fome of the natives appeared coming from the JULY. 

country, who at fight of llS ftopped, and made "-v---J 
repeated figns to us to return to the beach. We 
beclmned to them, and fhewed them the plants 
which we had collected, intimating as well as 
our geflures could expre[s it, that we had come 
for no other purpofe. This pretence availed us 
nothing; and as they continued to call us out of 
the wood, we complied for fear of raifing a new 
diflurbance. The wood which we had thus fud-
denly quitted, was very dark a:ld interCperfed 
with bufhes. However, a broad mal'S of lig:ht 

o 
in the interior parts, feemed to indicate a plan-
tation, which we fhould have reached, if we 
had not been too early interrupted. The vari
ous voices of women and children, which iffiled 
from that fpot confirmed .our conjecture. The 
trees which grew in the wood, vvere in general 
of well known [orts; but among the und'C:r
woods there appeared feveral forts hitherto un
noticed.. From the fhip however, we had per
ceived vaft numbers of coco-palms, fome bana
nas, bread-fruit, and other valuable cultivated 
trees, of which the natives had given us the 
names. 

Captain Cook having in the mean while, afked 
for frefh water, the perfoLl whom we [uppo{;:d to 
be a chief, rent for a calabafh full, which was 
very pure, and al[o pre[ented the captain with a 
coco-nut; but in [pite of all our enquiries, we 
could not prevail upon the natives to bring UB 

any more. A few of them wore a fmall bunch 
of greens on their arm which we knew to be 
part of an odoriferous plant of a new genus, 
named euodia (Forft. Nov. Gen.) Some [uffered 
us to take and examine it, but olhers took it 
out of our hands and threw it away, with an an-

gry 
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1774. gry' expreilion, as if it was ei ther noxious or 
Jt'Ly. omInOus. We had frequently eaten the feeqs 

\....-y--J of this plant, which are finely aromatic, with
out [urrering the leaH: inconvenience, and were 
well convinced, that the whole plant was very 
harmlefs; but whether it might not be a fign of 
enmity or defiance, in the fame manner as many 
others are efttemed emblems of friendfhip, mufl: 
rer;,ain in doubt. 

The tide was now fo low, that the reef re
mained quite dry behind us, and a great num
ber of the natives had walked over it to our 
boats, where they traded with the crew. Being 
in lome meature turrounded by thefe people, 
the marines were placed alternately towards the 
fhore ar:d the fea, in order to prefent a front 
both ways; though it did not appeqr that the 
natives had the Ie aft intention of quarrelling· 
with liS. We converfed very freely with them, 
and their tongues ran on with fuch unremitteq 
volubility, that we compared the noife about us, 
to the confuted uproar in a great fair. Our 
aftonif1mlent therdore, may fooner be conceived 
than detcribed, when this chattering ceafed all 
at once, and a dead filence fucceeded.-We 
looked at each other, we threw our eyes wildly 
about, and joined the wings of our corps de 
garde. The natives feemed to ftand in expec
tationof fome mitch~nce; but by degrees fee
i!lg us guiet, lh::y began to talk again, and in a 
leW mmlltes, mutual confidence was reftored. 
The circumftance which had given rife to this 
alarrn :vvas t~ii~iDg in itfelf, but expreffed the 
good dltpofitJon of the natives towards us. One 
c-jf our boat's crew, had defired a native to !hoot 
;:n arrow in~o th:: air as high as he could. The 
[llar1 very readily complied, and had drawn his 
bpw, when fome of his countrymen, recollecl-

lrg 
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ing that we might look upon this as an infringe- 1774. 
ment of the peace, called out to him to [top, jU],Y. 

and alarmed all the people on the beach, by'---v--J 
pronouncing a few words, which immediately 
produced univerfal filence, expreffing extreme 
jealoufy in a moft dreadful manner, ar;d afford-
ing a proper fubjeel to exercife the talents of 
paintw, i~d poets. Affrighted countenances, 
full of anxiety and horrid [ufpence; many a 
wild ftare, many a gloomy mifchievous look, 
and fome undaunted fteaqy glan.ces; an infinite 
Val iety .of attitudes; a cbaraeceriftic difference 
in the manner of handling the arms; the fc.:':ne, 
the groups of inhabitants, &c, allconfpired 
to fUJnifh the proper requifites for ~ good pic-
ture. 

As Coon as this alarm was over, our wood· 
cutters re[umed their occupations, and the na
tives admired their ikill. A few women now 
likewife came to our lines, but remained at 
fame diftance. They were of fmall ftature • 
. and had the moil: difagreeable features which 
we had obferved in the South Sea. Thofe who 
were grown up, and probably married, had 

, iliort pieces of a kind of cloth, or rather mat
ting round their waifts, reaching nearly to the 
~nees; the' reft had only a ftring round the 
middle wi th a wifp of ftraw; and the younger 
ones, from infancy to the age of ten years, 
went ftark naked, like the boys of the fame 
age. Some of thefe women had covered their 
heads with the orange powder of turmeric-root; 
fame had daubed their face, and others their 
whole body with this colour, which on their 
dark ikins had a moH filthy effeCt. But with 
their countrymen it is probably efteemed an or
:nameni, z,s the tafte of mankind is aftonifhing
~y var;ou.s. VVe did not obferve, that thefe 

women 
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1774. women had any finery in their ears, round their 
JULY. neck, or arms; for it [eems it is falbionable in 

o:..-....,r--J the ifland, only for the men to adorn themfelves. 
Wherever that is the cafe, the [ex is commonly 
oppre1fed, defpifed, and i~ a deplorable fitu~
tion. They were [een with bundles on their 
backs, which contained their children, and had 
a moft mi[erable appearance. The men [eem
ed to have no kind of regard for them, would 
not permit them to come nearer; and as oft 
as we went towards them, the women ran 
away. 

About noon a great part of the croud die
perfed, probably to take their dinner. Captain 
Cook re'ceived an invitation from the chief, to 
accompany him to his dwelling in the woods, 
but declined it; and having continued on {bore 
till one o'clock, we all re-imbarked in the beft 
order, without any moleftation from the natives, 
who remained on the beach till we were on 
board. M. de Bougainville had not been fo for
tunate at the Ifle of Lepers; the natives were 
very friendly to appearance, till· all his men 
were embarked; but a flight of arrows was 
theD rent after them, and revenged by a volley 
of mufketry, which killed [everal natives. As 
there iflanders live in fight of each other, and 
M. de Bougainville's vifit was [0 recent, the 
natives with whom we had to deal, were proba
bly apprifed of the power of Europeans, and 
therefore aCted with caution. . 

Immediately after dinner, captain Cook and 
my father went albore on the north fide of tbe 
harbour, in queft of our buoy, which the natives 
had conveyed thither, and which we raw on the 
beach by the help of our ola1fes. In the mean . h 1". 1 b 
time t e lOLltnern more, on which we bad land-
ed in the morning, was entirely clear of the 

nati\csj 
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natives; but in the woods we heard the frequent 1774-
fqueaking of pigs, from whence it may be COil- .. JULY. 

eluded that the natives poifefs great numbers--v---J 
of thefe animals. Soon after our boat's d,cpar-
ture, feveralnatives in their canoes came nlong-
fide to trade with us. They readily fold us their 
bows and arrows, clubs and [pears, for old rags 
and other trifles, plying between the ihip and 
the tbore all the evening. Their canoes were 
[mall, not exceeding twenty feet in length, of 
indifferent work_mantbip, and without ornament, 
but provided with an outrIgger. The number 
which came to the {hip never amounted to more 
than fourteen, which [eems to confirm that there 
people are no great nJhermen. 

Om boat returned before [unlet, with the 
buoy which they had taken as [oon as they 
landed, withou~ any oppofition on the part of 
the natives. Some trifling appendages to it 
were loft, but thefe could eafily be replaced. 
The inhabitants of that part trad:::d with the 
captain and his company, felling their arms 
and ornaments for various ·triflles of no intrin
fic worth. An old woman parted with two fe
mi-tran[parent bits of felenites, cut into a coni
cal (hape, and connett:ed at the pointed ends, 
by means of a ribbon made of leaves. The 
diameter of the broad end was about half an 
inch, and the length of each bit three quarters 
of an inch. She took it out of the hole in the 
cartilage of her nofe, which was very broad, 
ugly, and [meared with black paint. Our peo
ple took great pains to obtain refrefhments from 
the n~tives; but notwithilanding all their figns) 
they did not bring a fingle article of food. Our 
goods, no doubt, did not feem valuable enough in 
their eyes, to be confidcred as an equivalent to eat
ables, which are always the real riches of man-

kind. 
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177+· kind. Upon this plain principle the people of 
JULY. the South Sea always acted; and from the ya-

"--v--'lue which they puc on our goods, after they 
were acquainted with their u(es, we c:tO with 
a degree of certainty judge of their opulence, 
or the fertility of their coulury. From hence 
they itill proceeded northward, towards the ex
terior point of the harbour. Here they found 
[orne bananas, bread-fruit trees, coco-palms, 
and other plants, feparated by an enclofure; 
and near them fame dwellings of the natives, 
wretched hovels, of an inconfiderable fize, and 
[0 low that they could hardly itand upright in 
them. They confiited of a wof thatched with 
palm-leaves, refting on a few po£l:s. Here 
however they obferved a great many hogs, and 
fome common poultry. The natives feemed to 
be convinced that our people had no finifter in
tentions, anel expreifed much le(s curiofity than 
in the morning. Their numbers were incon
fiderable in this place; and though they did not 
entirely approve of captain Cook's vifit to their 
houfes, they did not oppofe it with perfeverance. 
From hence our gentlemen proceeded farther 
towards the point, till they came in fight of 
the three iilands to the eaftward, of which they 
learnt the names. The largeit, on which we 
had obferved the volcano, was called Ambrrym, 
the high peek fa-oom, and the fouthernmoft 
Al?ee. This good fuccefs encouraged them to 
pomt to the land on which they ftood, and to en
quire of the natives by what name that was 
diftinguifhed. The name of Mallicollo, whic!1 
they immediately received in anfwer, was fo 
itrikir:gly fimilar to Manicolo, which captain 
captam ~lroS had received and preferved a
bove .I6<? years ago, that they rejoiced to obtain 
{uch mdl(putable proof of his veracity. It ap
pears from Q£iros's account, that he never vi-

fited 
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fited Mallicollo him[elf, but only received in- I774· 
telligence of it from the natives; however, that JULY. 

his Tierra del Eipiritu Santo is a part of this '--v---J 
group of ii1ands, feemed at prefept to b::: very 
clear. Having obtained this information, they 
returned to their boats; but in their way one 
of them picked up an orange on the ihore, 
which he !hewed to the natives. They told 
him the name which it bearsin their country, 
and thus gave another proof that the accounts 
of Qgiros, relative to the productions of the 
lands difcovered by him, are not void of foun-
dation. IN e had found Ibaddocks in the 
Friendly Ii1ands, but never met with oranges 
in any ii1and of the Pacific Ocean before. The 
ideas of the natural riches of the ii1and of Mal-
licollo were confiderably raifed after this ccn
firmation of ~iros's reports. Our people row-
ed into the harbour near two miles, and found 
its bottom filled with mangroves, but could 
not meet with frefh water. A river probably 
flowed into the fea among thefe mangroves, but 
it was in vain to attempt a pafTage through the 
clofe tiffue of thei r branches, whicb multiply 
out of every feed, without forming a feparate 
tree. The evening was very hot, and they re-
tnrned on board heartily tired. As they rowed 
along the ihore, they heard the drums beating, 
and raw the nalives dancing to the found by 
their fires. Their mnGc, and that which they 
made the preceding night, was not remarkable ei-
ther for harmony or variety, but [eemed to beof a 
more Ii vely turn than that of the Friendly I~ands. 

During night feveral of our people trIed to 
fifh, and fome of them were fuccefsfuL One 
caught a ihark nine feet long, whi~h was ~ow 
very acceptable, all our frelb- rovIllons bemg 
entirely con[umed, excepting a few yams, 

which 
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'774. which were eaten inftead of bread. Another 
~ UJ.Y. took an Indian fucking-fifh (echeneis ll1Ucrates) 

\.-v--I near two' feet long; and a thi rd made prize of 
two larae red fifhes of the fea-bream kind (pro
bably t1~e fparus erythrinus, Linn.) one of which 
he kept for his me{fmates, and the other be pre
rented to the lieutenants. The captain received 
a fhare of the lbark, on vv'hich we feafted the 
next day, when the whole fhip's company reo 
galed themfelves with a frefh meal. Sharks do 
110t afford a very palatable food, but;t was at all 
times preferable to faIt previfions, and necefIity 
taught us to relifh it. This fevere teacher re
conciles the Greenlander to whale-blubber, and 
the Hottentot to filthy intefrines; and time 
makes thefe indelicate viands acceptable and 
delicious to their tafte. This fhark, when cut 
open, was found to rave the bone-point of a 
poifoned arrow flicking in his head, baving 
been !hot quite through the fkulI. The wound 
was healed fo perfectly, that not the fmalleft 
veflige of it appeared on the outfide. A piece 
of the wood fliH remained flicking to the bony 
point, as well as a few fibres with which it bad 
been tied on; but both the wood and the fibres 
were fo rotten, as to crumble into dl1ft at the 
touch. Fif11es therefore are not affected by 
thefe arrows, which we fuppofed to be poi-
foned. , 

The next morning we weighed the anchor 
and fet (ail, having icarcely had time fufficient 
to !ketch a plan of the harbour, which was ho
noured wi th the title of Port Sandwich. Its fi
tuation, deduced from aftronomical obferva
tions, is in 160 28' fouth lat. and i67° 56' eaft 
long. We were becalmed before we could 
clear the reefs, and obliged to fend our boats 
ahead to tow us out, which they performed very 

. nowly 
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flowly and with great difficulty. In the mean 1774.' 
time the natives came to us with all their four- JULY. 

teen canoes, and fold us great numbers of ar- '--v--J 
rows of all kinds and fame clubs. They made 
feveral trips between the {hip and the {hare, as 
they had done the preceding day, and feemed 
to be very eager to part with their arms for 
Taheitee cloth. We repeated our demand for 
provifions;· but they would not liften to it, and 
only parted with what they could more eafily 
fpare or replace. Towards noon we got clear 
of the harbour, and left Mallicollo with the fea-
breeze, which then freOlened, fl:anding over to 
Ambrrym, or the Wand of Volcanoes .. Whe-
ther we might have obtained fame refreibments 
by fl:aying a few days longer and improving 
our acquaintance with the natives, is very un-
certain; for finee they fet no value on our iron-
ware, we could offer no equivalent fbr their 
provifions: 

The if1and of Mallicollo is about twenty 
leagues. long from north to fauth, and the port 
which we had left lies in its fouth-eaft extre
mity. Its inland mountains are very high, 
clad with forefts, and without doubt contain 
many fine fprinO's, though we could not trace 
them between the trees. The foil, as far as 
we were able to examine it, is a rich and fer
tile mould, -like that which covers the plains of 
the Society Wands; and the vicinity of the vol
cano at Ambrrym gave us great room to fup
pofe that Mallicollo is no ftnlnger to the pro
ceifes carried on in thefe natural laboratories. 
Its vegetable productions feern to be luxuriant 
and in great variety, and the ukful plants not 
le[s numerous than in the iilands we had before 
vifited. Coco-nuts; bread-fruit, bananas, [u
gar-canes, yams, eddoes, turmerick, and oranges 

\vcr(: 
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1774. were feen on the ifland, and enumerated by 
JULY. the natives. Hogs and common poultry are 
~ their domeftic animals; to which we Ime add

ed dogs, by felling t~em a pair of puppies 
brought from the SOcIety Wands. They re
ceived them with ftrong figns of extreme fa
tisfatl:ion; but as they called them hogs, (bro?as,) 
we were convinced that they were entirely new 
to them, We did not find any other quadru
ped during our iliort ftay, nor is it probable 
that, on an ifland [0 far remote from continents, 
there iliould be any wild animals of that c1afs. 
In the com[e of one day, and confined to a bar
ren beach, it is not likeiy that we could form 
a more adequate idea of the animals than of the 
vegetables of this country. We raw enough, 
however, to be convinced, that the woods are 
inhabited by many fpecies of birds, among 
which there are doubtlefs [orne which have 
as yet e[caped the attention of naturalifts. 

The productions of Mallicollo are, however, 
lees remarkable and fhiking at firft fight than 
the race of its inhabitants. To judge of their 
numbers from the crand we raw at Port Sand
wich, I tbould conclude, that they are far from 
inconfiderable; but confidering the great fize 
of the ii1and, I cannot [uppo[e it to be very po
pulous. Fifty thol1[and is, I think;, the Qreatefi: 
number we can admit; and thefe are ~t con
fined to the ikirts of the hills, as at Taheitee, 
but difperfed over the whole extent of more 
than fix hundred fquare miles. \Ve ought to 
figure their country to ourC.::lves as one exten
five forell:: t?ey have only begun to clear and 
plant a few mfulated [pots, which are loft in it 
like [mall ii1ands in the vail: Pacific Ocean~ 
Perhaps if w.e c~uld ever penetrate through the 
darknefs whIch Involves the hiil:ory of this na-

tion, 
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tion, we might find that th~y have arrived in 1774· 
the South Sea much later than the natives of the~ 
Friendly and Society lOands. So much at !eaft 
is certain, that they appear to be of a race to-
tally diftinCt from thefe. Their form, their lan-
guage, and their mann;;rs ftrongly and com-
pletely mark the difference. The natives ort 
fome parts of New Guinea and Papua feem to 
correfpond in many particulars with what we 
have obferved among the Mallicollefe. The black 
colour and woolly hair ill particular are charac-
teriftics common to both nations. If the influ-
ence of climate be admitted, which is fo ftrongly 
defended by count Buffon, it offers another proof 
that Mallicollo has been but lately peopledw, 
fince the interval of time has not been fuflicient 
to work a change in the colour a'1d hair of the 
inhabitants. But I am far from b~ing con-,inccd 
of this general and powerful influence of cli-
mates. I have only ventured out into the great 
field of probabilities, and am ready to quit my 
opinion as foon as another more juft and more 
rational is offered. New Guinea and the il1ands 
adjacent, the only countries from whence we 
can expeCt fome light on this fubjeCt, ftill remain 
unknown to us, not only in regard to their 
geographrcal fitU:1tion, but more efpecially as to 
their inhabitants. From the voyagers who have 
vilited that part of the world, t it app~ars that 
many difl:inCt trihes dwell in its different parts. 
But it is particularly to be remarked, that be-
fides the black race, th.:re are alfo [orne of a 
lighter colour7 who, if we may judge from their 
cuil:oms, feem to be related to the natives of the 

VOL, II. 0 Society 

oJ The reader will perceive that we only u[c this exprefIi
on comparatively. 

t Dampier, Carteret, Bou3ainville. 
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1774. Society and Friendly Hlands. Some other tribes 
JULY. there are who may, in all probability, be a mix-

'--v----' ture of both racts. The l1ender form of the 
Mallicollefe is a cbaratter, as far as I know, 
peculiar to them and the New Hollanders; but 
that nation hath nothing in common with them 
in all other refpeCts. Their cuftom of tying a 
rope very faft round their belly is fiil! more lin
gular, and would be fatal to a perron unaccuf
tomed from infancy to filCh an abCurd ligature. 
The rope was as thick as a man's finger, and cut 
fuch a deep notch acrofs the navel, that the 
belly feemed in a manner double, one part be
ing above and tbe otheT below the rope. Their 
bracelets which prefs the upper arm [0 cioleJy, 
muft have been put on while the natives are very 
young, and appear to have been contrived upon 
the fame principle. The features of thefe peo
ple, though remarkably irregular and ugly, yet 
are full of great fprightlinefs, and expre[s a quick 
comprehenGon. Their lips and the lower part 
of tbeir face are entirely different from thole of 
African Negroes; but the upper part, efpecially 
the nole, is of a very Gmilar conformation, and 
the [ubftance of the hair the [arne. The de~ 
preflion of their forehead may perhaps be anifi" 
cial, as the heads of infants may be fqueezed in
to all ki;-]ds of forms. On the continent of 
Arne! ica there :HC many inftances of nations 
who disfigure their heads to make them refem
ble the ii.m, the moon, or fome other objeCt. 
Ell t, upon the v, hole, this figure of the fore
head amoDg the Mallicollefe is not carried to 
ex~e[s,. and does not remarkably encreafe their 
l'gllne;s. 
. The c~imate of Mallico1l0, and the adjacent 
i0ands, IS i'ery v:«rm, but perhaps not at all 
tli11tS [0 tempeiale as at TaheiLce, bec:1ufe the 

extent 
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extent of land is infinitely greater. However, 1774· 
during our !bort fhy we experienced no unufual JULY. 
degree of heat, the thermometer being at ~ 6 0 ~ 
and 78°, which is very moderate in the torrid 
zone. Dreis, in fuch a cl imate, is to be con1l-
dered as an article of luxury, and cannot pro-
perly be placed among the indifpenfiblc neceiTa-
ries. At Mallicollo tbey have not yet attained 
that degree of opulence which could have fug-
gefted the invention of garments. In tbeir tuft-
ed groves they neither feel the fcorching be1ms 
of a vertical [un, nor ever know the uncomfort-
able [enfation of cold. Briars and !hrubberies 
.oblige them to take [orne precaution, and the 
impulfe's of nature towards the encreafe of the 
(pecies, have [uggefted the moft fimple means 
of preferving the faculties and guarding aijainft 
the dangers of mutilation, Uee po.g. 175.) IT-ie 
are too apt to look upon the principles which are 
early inflilJed into our mind by education :1S 

1nnate, and have frequently miftaken a moral 
fentiment for a phyfical inftinet. From the con
templation of unpoli!hed people~ we find that 
modefly and .chaftity, which have long been 
[uppo[ed inherent in the human mind, arc loc~l 
ideas, unknown in the flate of nature, and mo-
dified according to the various degrees of civili-
zation. It is not likely that the Mallicollefe hal.c 
ever thought of bani !bing un[ea[onable ideas 
from the mind, by a contrivance which [cems 
much more apt to provoke their ,deiires. Nay, 
it is uncertain whether the fcanty drels of thtir 
women owes its origin to a [enfe of !bame, or 
to an artful endeavour to pleafe. 

The ideas of beauty [eem to be more obvi
ous, though fin~mlar and differen t among di vel'S 
nations. The Mallicolle[e are not {atisfied with 
the charms of their own perron, b~1t think that 

o 2 a ftolle 
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1774. a ftone hung in the nore, a bracelet, a necklace 
JULY. of /hells and a /hining black paint, fet them 

'-y---J off to g:eater advantage. Their women, as far 
as we could obferve, have no trinkets, but paint 
themfelves with the yellow colour of turmerick) 
which has a peculiar aromatic fmel!. The na
tives of the Friendly Illes powder their hair, and 
the women of Eafter Ii1and likewife paint their 
fate and garments with it. ,It may therefore be 
employed, on account of its fuppofed virtues, 
rather than for ornament. The Mallicollefe dif
fer very remarkably from the lighter-coloured 
nation of the South Sea, by keeping their body 
entirely from punctures, which characterize aU 
the various tribes of that race, 

Their food [eems to be principally vegetable, 
fince they apply themfelves to agriculture. At 
times they may likewife feaft on pork or fowls; 
and though we had no time to obferve any im
plements of fiihing, yet, as they have canoes, it 
may be fuppofed that they have not entirely ne
gletted the produce of the ocean. Our {hort 
flay did not give us an opportunity of feeing 
any of their tools; but from the workmaniliip 
of their boalS, and the conftruCtion of their 
honfes, we have no great reafon to admire their 
ikill in the arts. Their Wand being wholly co
vered with forefts, it muft require a great deal 
~f labo~r to cultivat'~ a fpot of ground fufficient 
for theIr. fupport. The country itfelf appears 
very fertIle; but the luxuriant growth of wild 
vegetables, eafily conquers and deftroys the more 
tender /hoots of thofe which are planted. This 
being the cafe, it may ferve to account for the 
cuftom of confining their limbs to a [mall and 
Dender form, by ropes, bracelets, &c. Such 
monfrrous contrivances to pinch and contraCt 
the body, [eem to be diCtated by necefJity, a~d 

m 
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in time may have been adopted as the marks of 1774. 
beauty. As their agriculture is fo toilfome, it JULY. 

is plain they have not time to manufacture a "--v--J 
drefs, for which they have no immediate necef-
fity. Repofe and indolence are th~ favourite 
prin<;iples of fmall uncivilized focieties, and ne-
ceffity alone forces them to become induftrious. 
We have obferved that the Mallicollefe pais away 
a part of their time with mufic and dancing. 
Their inftruments are doubtlefs very fimple; we 
heard no other tban drums; and the fe, together 
with whiftles or pipes, are moil eaGly invented. 
The common tranfactions of domeftic life are 
fo quiet and regular, that human nature feems 
to require fome excentric movement to animate 
it. At times to be extravagant in the motions 
and exercifes of the body, to p,oduce a variety 
of founds from various fubftances, and to ftrain 
the vocal organs beyond their ufual fcale, are 
functions perhaps indifpenGbly necelTary in the 
revelution of human life, to act as fpurs or fli-
muli, and to fweeten the- labours of the day. 

The drums of the Mallicollefe not only ferve 
as a paftime, but are likewife employed to found 
an alarm in cafes of danger. \Ve have great 
reafOn to believe, that they are frequently in
volved in quarrels with the iflanders in the neigh
bourhood; and it is not improbable, that living 
difperfed throughout the ifland in fmall families, 
they frequently difagree amongft themfelves. 
We never fa w the Mallicollefe wi thou t thei r arms, 
(except thofe who came into the captain's cabin) ; 
and it feems much more care and ingenuity has 
been beftowed on this part of thei r man ufaCtures 
than upon any other. Their bows are {hong, 
elaftic, and nicely polilbed; their arrows well 
wrought; and thofe which we fuppofed to be 
poifoned, were very neatly ornamented. The 

cuftom 
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'774.; cuftom of poifoning the arrows is a proof of t1~eir 
JULY. und:::rftanding; and the defire of reven~e agam~ 

'--v--J unjuft oppreiiion, may have [uggefted It .. Thm 
fmall ftature, and l1ender make, [eem mdeed 
to require {orne artifice to [upply the place of 
ftrength; but it is at this moment doubtful, 
whether their arrows are really poifoned. The 
doa on which we made the experiment on the 
day of our arrival, recovered perfeCtly wi thont 
any affiftance, though he was afflicted with the 
moll: dreadful illnefs from eating part of a poi
foned nib. Another experiment was tried in 
the [equel upon a different dog; an incifion was 
made in his leg with a lancet, and the gummy 
fubfhmce, [uppo[ed to b~ the poi[on, was laid 
into it, and covered with a pI after. The dog 
was very lame a few days, from the [welling and 
feftering of the wound; but gradually recovered 
like the nrft. The iflanders of Santa Cruz *, 
who killed a nnmber of captain Carteret's men, 
feem, according to his defcription, to be very 
like the Mallicollefe; and are likewife accufed 
of having poifoned arrows t, by the Spanilb na
vigator who nrft diicovered that ifland. Their 
bows and arrows, according to captain Carteret, 
are, however, of a remarkable length:t, and 
the latter pointed with flints. ~iros alfo men
tions poifoned arrows amoilg the natives in the 
Bay of St. Philip at St. Jlg0 §; but from both 
inftances it appears, that the fllppofed poifon 
was not very efficacious. The wooden ruffle, 

,",vhieh 

'" Egmont IDand, of captain Carteret.-See Hawkefworth, 
vol. 1. 

t See Mendana's Yoyage in Hr. Dalrymple's colleCtion, 
vol. I. p. 78. 

t The bows are fix feet five inches, and the arrows four 
feet four inches. 

§ See :vIr. Dalrymple's colleCtion, vol. 1. p. '35-
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which iecures the arms of the Mallicollefe againft 1774· 
the-recoil of the bow-fhing, feems to imply a JULY. 

frequent ufe of their bows. BeGdes the miiTile '--v--' 
weapons, fnch as arrows and [pears, they have 
alio iliort clubs, [eemingly for clofe engagement, 
and are thus well prepared for all occaGons. 
Their behaviour towards us was in general harm-
lefs, but cautious. We received no invitations 
to flay with them; for they did not like the 
proximity of fuch powerful people, being pro· 
bably accuflomed to at\:s of violence and ill 
uiage from the reft of their neighbours, In [orne' 
of their countenances we thought we could trace 
a miichievol1s, ill-natured difpoiition; but we 
might mift2ke jealoufy for hatred. It is proba~ 
ble, that being continually on their guard, and 
engaged in wars, they have [orne chiefs and 
leaders in battle, who, like the commanders at 
New Zeeland, are obeyed at the time of at\:ion. 
The only man whom we fuppofed to be a chief, 
at Mallicollo, did not appear to be refpet\:ed; 
and it was only when he procured us [orne freih 
water, that we could attribute to him any au-
thority at all. Remarks on tbe government of 
a people are feldom to be made at the firft inter-
view, and therefore I only offer probabilities in-
ftead of faCts. Their religion is entiLly un-
known to us, as well as the particular cuftoms 
of domeftic life; nor can it be [llppofed, that 
we could gatber any intelligence concerning their 
difeafes. We did not take notice of any fick 
perion among them during our flay; however, 
according to Mr. de Bougainville's a~count, the 
natives on an acljacent iDand are fubJet\: to th,e 
leprofy in fuch a high degree, that he named It 

the IDe of Lepers. 
The general charat\:er of the Mallicolle~e 

ought to be confidered with a retrofpeC1 to thelr 
civilization. 
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1774. civilization. DiCperCed into fmall tribes, who 
JULY. have frequent cauCes of diCpute, it is not [ur-

'---y--.J prifing that they are cautious and diftruftful. 
At the fame time, however, their behaviour to
wards us fhewed, that they had no propentity to 
quarrel without a cauCe, but wifhed to give no 
offence; and were in general much difplea[ed 
with a few individuals among tbemfelves who 
attempted to infringe the peace. Green boughs, 
their figns of friendfhip, confirmed .this good 
difpofition. The ceremony of pourmg water 
on their heads, is fl:ill more important, as it 
!hews a great fimilarity between them and the 
people of New Guinea. Dampier obferved ex
actly the [arne fign of amity at Pulo Sabuda, on 
the weftern coafl: of New Guinea *. The {bart 
converfations which we bad with tbe Mallicol
lefe, proved them to be a people of quick per
ception; their fenfes are acute, and their intel
lects very open to improvement. From their 
amufements it may be concluded, that they are 
chearful and good-humoured; and if I may ven
ture another conjeCture, they only want the im
pulfe of an ambitious individual to bring them 
into a higher flate of civilization. After this 
detail, it is time to reCume the thread of our 
voyage. 

Having cleared the reefs of Port Sandwich, 
and flandmg to:vards the We of Ambrrym, we 
gradually came m fight of the fouth-eaft extre
mity of Mallicollo, where four or five [mall 
ii1ands form a kind of bay. Ambrrym on 
which the volcano is fituated, appears to be' up
wards of twenty leagues in circuit. The centre 
of the ii1and lies in 16° 15' S. ar.d 168° 20' E. 
Pa-oom, the high peak to the [outh of it, IS 

of 

'I> See Dampier's Voyages, vol. lII. p. 186. 
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of an inconfiderable fize, but we were dubious 1774. 
whether the land which we faw before, or to JULY. 

the weft ward of it, and which was of moderate '--v--J 
height, is connected with it or not. The whole 
circuit of both parts, fuppofing them to form a 
fingle ii1and, cannot exceed five leagues. The 
peak, according to our obfervations, lies in 16° 
25' S. and 168 0 30' E. Apee, the ii1and to 
the fouth of this peak, is large, hilly, and of 
the fame extent as Ambrrym, being nearly feven 
leagues long. Its middle is fituated in 16° 42' 
S. and I 68° ~6' E. The numerous fmokes 
which arofe from all thefe ii1ands, gave us rea-
fon to fuppofe, that the natives drefs their vic-
tuals above ground, by an open flre. At the 
Society and Friendly Ii1es, where the inhabit-
ants are accuftomed to ftew their food, by means 
of heated ftones under the ground, we rarely 
p:;;rceived either fmoke or fire. 

The frefh meal with which all our fhip's com
pany regaled themfelves tl'1is day, was very near 
being fatal to fome of them. All the lieutenants 
and their me{fmates, together with one of the 
mates, feveral midfhipmen, and the carpenter, 
having eaten of the red fea breams ([pants ery
thrinus) of which two had been caught, were in 
the fpace of a few hours, feized with violent 
[ymptoms of being poi[oned. It began with 
great heat in the face, acute head-ache, revere 
vomiting, and diarrhcea; the arms, knees, and 
legs were fo benumbed, that they could fcarcely 
walk or ftand; the falival glands were [welled, 
and a moft copious difcharge enfued; they. were 
al[o troubled with acute pains, and [pafms 111 the 
bowels. A hog, which had eaten of the gar
bage was feized with fimilar fymptoms, fwelled 
to a great fize, and died at night. Several dogs 
on board, having received a fhare of the ~n-

traIls, 
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1774. trails, and [orne being fed upon part of the 
JULY. boiled Bfh, were affeCted in the fame ma:lDer; 

"---v---lthey groaned moft pitifully, had. vi?lent reach~ 
ings, and coul~ hardly drag theIr Itmhs, ~long. 
A little favourite parroquet from the Frtendly 
I11r::s, which familiarly hopped on its mafter's 
fhoulder, having likewife tafted a morfel ~l the 
Bib, died the next day. In a word, the JOY of 
havmg obtained a frefh meal was fuddenly con
veTted into farrow; and the only comfort in this 
misfortune was, that our furgeon had dined 
VI ith the captain this day, and by that means 
efcaped the fate of his meifmates. 

We ftill continued in fight of MaIlicolIo, Am-
Sund. 24. brrym, Apee, and Pa-oom, the next morning; 

but (toad LOwards the fouthernmoft iDand then 
in fight, and difcovered on the 2 I ft, which from 
the three hills upon it, was named Three-Hills 
mand (fee p. 173.) \Ve approached vli~hin half 
a mile of it, and oblerved it to b:: of the fame 
nature with thofe already difcovered It was 
well wooded, and probably well inhabi ted; for 
[orne of the natives appeared on the ibore, who 
refembled tbofe of Mallicollo, and were armed 
like them with 'bows and arrows. A very ex
tenfive reef runs out from the fOllth point of the 
iDand, with fame rocks in it. The whole ifland 
[.eeme.J to be about five leagues in circuit; its 
greateft extent was from north eaft to fouth
weft; and according to aftronomical obferva:i
ons, it is fituated in 17° 4' S. latitude, a:1d 168" 
32' E. longitude. At noon we put about, and 
ftood fa,· feveral fmall iDands and broken lands, 
which appeared off the S E. end of the ifland 
of Apee, and now lay to the N. E. of us. We 
like wife had fight of a peak to the S. E. and of 
[orne land beyond that, which feemed v.ery 
large, though at a great diftance. The number 

of 
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of Wands in this group was very furprifing; 1774. 
and their direction to the fouthward, gave us JULY. 

great hopes of continuing to make difcoveries, '--v---J 
which might gradually lead us back once more 
-to New Zeeland. 

We flood on towards thefe north-eafterly lands, 
and came among them in the afternoon. They 
were of an inconfiderable fize when compared 
to Malliccllo, Ambrrym, Apee, or even to 
Three-hills Wand, and Pa-oom. Moft of them, 
however, were inhabited; which circumftance 
we collected particularly in the evening, when 
we faw feveral fires, even on thofe which we had 
by day-light judged to have no inhabitants. 
After fun-fet we were becalmed for feveral hours 
in the midft of thefe iDes; the darknels of the 
night, and feveral broken rocks clofe to us on 
all fides, rendered our fituation extremely cri
tical. The navigator, who means to explore 
new il1ands, and give an accurate account of 
their pofition, is often in danger of lofing his 
fhip. It is impoffible for him to form a juft con
ception of the coaft, without approaching clofe 
to it; but he mllft neceifarily be expofed to the 
dartgers of a fudden ftorm, a funken rock, or 
a fwift current, which are fufficient, in a few 
moments, to deftroy all his hopes of glory. 
Prudence and caution are very neceifary i:1 the 
condua of every great enterprize; but it feerns, 
that in a voyage of difcovery, as in every under
taking of confequence, a certain degree of ralb
nefs, and reliance on good fortune, become the 
principal roads to fame, by being crowned with 
great and undeferved fuccefs. 

Thefe dangerous iDands received the name of 
Shepherd's lOes, from the Rev. Dr.' A. Shepherd, 
F. R. S. profeifor of aftronomy in the.univerfity 
of Cambridge. We obtained a frdh breeze the 

[arne 
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'774. (arne night, and tacked off and on. till the next 
JULY. morning at day-break, when, being near tl,~ 
~ fouthernmoft iOand, we ftood away to tbe fouth
Mond. 25· ward for the lands which we had di (covered the 

day before. We paiTed to the e~ftward of Three-
hills Wands, towards two other IDes a few league!5 
to the fouth of it, of a much fmaller fize, but 
covered with verdure and groves in the fame 
manner. \Ve failed between one of them and 
a high columnar rock, which we named the 
Monument, from its remarkable 01ape. The 
furf which had beaten upon it, had worn fevefal 
deep furrows and channels into it. It looked 
blackilb, might be an hundred and fifty yards 
high, and was not wholly deftitute of verdme. 
A great number of boobies and terns were feen 
flying about it, and feemed to have taken up 
their refidence on it. The larger iOand, near 
which it was fituated, was called Two-hills 
Wand, by captain Cook, becaufe it had only 
two elevations of any remarkable fize. 

We now frood due fouth, towards the large 
land which appeared'in that quarter, and which 
we had already noticed on the 24th. A canoe, 
with a triangular fail, was obferved at a great 
diftance, coming from the S. W. towards Three
hills Wand. The natives of thefe different if1ands 
have therefore, in all likelihood, a friendly in
tercourfe with each other, in the fame manner 
as the different inhabitants of the Society and 
Friendly Wands. In the afternoon we had al
moft made the fouthern ifland, which now ap
peared t~ confift of two; ancl were preparing to 
palS to wllld ward of both, being near the eai1:era
moft of them, when the breeze fuddenly failed 
us, and we were carried to the weft by the tide 
or current at a great rate. Our fituation this 
ilight was no lefs dangerous than on the pre~ed. 

lng, 
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lng, with this difference only, that the moon '774. 
lhone very bright, and we could judge of the JULY. 

quick advances which we made towards the---v--J 
weftem ifland. Its northernmoft point was of a 
great height, rocky, black, and almoft perpen-
dicular, having only a narrow beach, and a few 
[cattered rocks at the bottom. We remained 
ii1 the moft dreadful furpenCe till near ten o'clock, 
as the current was fa thong, that hoifting out 
our boats would fcarcely have availed us any 
thing. The (hip's head, her ftern, or h::r broad-
fide, were by turns direCted towards the fuore, , 
on which we heard the [urf breaking with a 
much more dreadful found than it had ever had 
before, when unconneCted with the ideas of 
immediate danger; at laft we fortunately drifted 
dear of the point at a iliort diftance. 

The next morning a gentle breeze fprung up, Tuef. 26. 
with which we advanced towards the land again. 
We now ran within the eafternmoft Wand, which, 
though it was not above eight or nine miles in 
circuit, was however inhabited, many of the 
people running along (hore to gaze at us, with 
bows, arrows, and darts in their hands. This 
iile had a hill of moderate height in its centre, 
which appeared to be deftitllte of woods in moft 
parts, the cultivated lands and groves lying at 
its foot and on its firft flope. They confifted 
of coco-palms, bananas, and various other trees; 
amongft which we difcerned a number of finall 
huts, and on the beach, [everal canoes hauled 
afhore. The land oppofite to the weft was 
about four or five leagues diftant from it, and 
now likewife appeared to confift of two Wands. 
One of thefe to the north, the [arne on which 
we were near being loft, was [mall, not above 
twelve or fifteen miles in circumference, but of 
moderate height, like the former, and with 

much 
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'774' much the (arne afpeCt. To the (outh of it, the 
JULY. main iiland app~ared, which extended no lefs 

"'--v--' than ten leagues from N. \iV. to S. E. It was of 
a moderate height, like the two others near it, 
but very gently iloping in all parts, and prefer..t
ed to the eye many beautiful profpeCts. Thick 
groves, and extenfive traCts of clear ground, 
were very agreeably varied, and the latter had a 
rich yellowith colour, which exactly refembled 
the golden corn-fields of Europe. We all agreed 
that this ii1and was one of the fineft we had hi
therto (een in the new group, and (eemed to be 
well fituated for the purpofe of an European fet
tlement. We kept at a confiderable difiance 
from it; but it appeared to us to be more thinly 
inbabited than tbofe which we had left to the 
northward. This circumftance would facilitate 
the eftabli{hment of a colony; and if the fpirit 
of philanthropy could ever animate the plant
ers, tbey would here have an opportunity to 
become the benefaCtors of the natives. From 
what we obferved at Mallicollo, this race of men 
is very intelligent, and would readily receive the 
improvements of civilization. There appeared 
to be a bay towards the N. \iV. end of the ifland, 
which we did not examine, on account of (eve
ral (mall iflands and reefs lying before it to the 
eaftward. It appeared to form a deep indenture 
on the {hare, and to be more acceiIible from the 
weftward. Captain Cook named this extenlive 
iiland Sandwich, that to the north Hinchinbrook, 
and the other .to the eaft Momagu. The midr 
dIe of Sa,}dwlch Ifland lies in 17 0 40' S. lat. 
and 16 b 0 33' E. long. 

\Ve ran to the fouth-eaftward all the aft·:rnoon 
Wedn. 27·and night; but at day-break the next mom

ing, another ifland was feen a11ead, about four
teen leagues difranr, Sandwich being frill faintl;Y 

III 
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in fight, nearly at the fame dif'cance. Our (hips 177+· 
now perf:clly refembl.ed . an bofpital; th:: plJ~-~ 
foned pa~lents were fhll m a deplorable lI'uatl-
on; tlley cominued to have gripes, and acute 
pain~ in all their bones: in the day-time thq 
were in a manner giddy, and felt a great hcavi-
ne[s in their heads; at nig-:t, as fc)on as they 
were warm in bed, their pains redoubled, and 
robbed them entirely of fleep The: l~~cr·;tion 
of fa IIv Il was exceffive; tbe ikin peeled off from 
the whole body, and pimples appeared on their 
hands. ThoC:: who were lefs afflicted vvith pain, 
were milch weaker in proportion, and crawled 
about the decks, emaciated to mere fhadows. 
We had not one lieutenant able to do duty; and 
as one of the mates, and feveral of the mid-
Ibipmen were likewife ill, the watches were 
commanded by the gunner and the other mates. 
The dogs which had untortunate]y fed upon 
the [arne fifh, were in a ftill wode condition, 
as we could not give them any relief. They 
groaned and panted moft piteoufly, drank great 
quantities of water, and appeared to be tor-
tured with pain. Tho[e which had eaten of the 
entrails were infinitely more affeCted than the 
reft. One of tbefe poor creatures was doomed 
to be a martyr, being tbe fame upon which we 
tried the Mallicollefe arrows; however, he 
luckily got the better of both thefe attacks, and 
was brought to England. It is remarkable, that 
captain Qgiros complains of a [.'Jrt of 601, which 
he calls pargos, that poifoned great part of his 
crew, in the bay of St. Philip and St. James. 
Nothing is more probable, than that it was of 
the [arne (pecies, pargos being the Spanifh name 
of the fea-bream (pc/grits.) 1t is to be [ulpecc-
edl at tbe fame time, that thefe fi!l1(,S are not 

always 
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'774. always poifonous, but, like many fpecies in the 
JULY. vVeft and Eaft Indies, may acquire that qua-

'--y--i lity, by feeding on poifor:ous ~egetables. The 
circumftance, that the Il1teftmes were more 
poifonous than the reft, [eems to confirm this 
fuppofition; the greateft part of the venom re
maining in the primte vite, whilft only a fmall 
part was carried into the mufcles, by the chyle 
and blood. 

We had had very mild weather after leaving 
MallicoIlo, but the trade-wind had blown frefh 
from time to time. At pre[ent, however, being 
in fight of this new iiland, we were ftopped by 

Thurf. 28.light airs and faint breezes. All the next day 
we lay becalmed, and rolled about very uncom
fortably, being fet to the northward feveral 
leagues by a current. In the evening we difco
vered another iiland very far off to the fouth
eaftward, of which for the prefent we took no 

Friday 29· notice. The day after we obtained a breeze to
Satur.30. wards noon, which continued till the next day 

in the evening, and brought us within fix leagues 
of the land. In the afternoon one of the dogs, 
lefs affected with the poifon of the fifh than the 
reft, being quite recovered, we determined to 
try another experiment with the poifon of the 
Mallicollefe arrow. An incifion was made with 
a lancet in his thigh, and the refinous fubftance 
fticking on the bony point of the arrow, as 
:veIl as the green earthy ftuff which lodged 
III the compartments formed by the coco-nut 
fibres, were fcraped off, and laid into the 
wound, covered with a plafter, in order to 
make the experiment as fair as poilible. The 
dog, as I have already mentioned, recovered as 
quickly as if nothing had been laid into the 
wound. 

The 
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The next morning it was abfolutely calm 1774· 
again, and many of our failor5 obferved, that JULY. 

the i11and before us was certainly .enchanted, ~ 
becaufe our attempts to come near It had hi-
therto failed. At prefent we faw the other iiland 
to the fouth, which had been difcovered on the 
28th, more diftinCtly than before. The nearer 
i11and feemed to be lefs fertile and agreeable 
than thofe which we had hitherto difcovered; it 
feemed, however, to be inhabited, which we 
concluded on feeing a great fmoke rife from ito 
Our fituation was the more difagreeable, as it 
was tantalizing to be in fight of land, and not 
to be able to approach it. Notwitbftanding its 
fuppofed barrennefs, which precluded the hope 
of refrefhments, we were all very defirous of 
being better acquainted with it. We never felt 
the tedioufnefs of being confined to the !hip 
more feverely, nor ever wi!hed more eagerly to 
have intercourfe with human creatures. The 
company of [avagef:, and an opportunity of can..; 
templating their' manners, dwellings and plan-
tations, were at prefent, in our eftimation, de-
firable objetts. In the afternoon two !harks 
were caught, which [warn about the !hip, at-
tended by pilot and fucking-fi!hes. One of 
thefe huge voracious animals feemed to be a 
fpecies of epicure, having in his maw no lees 
than four young turtles, of eighteen inches in 
diameter, two large cuttle-fi!hes, and the fea-
thers and ikeleton of a booby ; but though he 
was well fed, he did not difdain a piece of fait 
pork, with which we baited our hook. The 
[ailors had no fooner hauled them on deck, than 
everyone drew his knife, and in a few moments 
divided them into fmall pieces, which they haft-
ened to drefs, and to devour. One of the !harks 
making [orne refiftance in hauling up, was {hot 

VOL. II. P dead 
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1.774. dead by our officers, wh? w~re equally concern
Jut y. ed with the ref!: of their flllpmates to prevent 

'---y---J his efcape. In this manner we revenged the 
caufe ofihe whole fubmarine creation. Salt 
provilions are more loathl<;>me. in hot c1im~tes 
than every where elfe, whIch IS partly oWIng 
to the raging thirll: they occafion. As we had 
lived upon fait meat fince we left Narrioka, it 
may be eafily imagined that nolbar~ was ever 
more delicious toaurtafte. A faint breeze 
fprung up at night, with which we proceeded 

A1.:1GU~T. towards the land once more. We difcerned a 
Monu. I. fingle tock the ne'xt morning lying off its north 

end, at the diftance of a few leagues; and as 
we approached, found the illand lefs barren than 
we had at firft [uppofed. Towards ten o'clock, 
we were mof!: dreadfully alarmed by a fire in the 
fbip. Confufion :Jnd horror appeared in all our 
faces,' at the bate mention of it; and it was 
[orne time before proper meafures were taken to 
f!:op its ptogtefs: for in thefe moments of dan
ger, few are able to coHea: their faculties, and 
to' act wi th cool deliberation. Tfie mind which 
unexpected and imminent danger cannot ruffle 
~or a time, is One of the [carcef!: phrenomeh'a 
In human nature; no wonder then, that it wiis 
not to be met with among the fmall number of 
perfons to whOm the fbip wasentrufted. To be 
on board of a fhip on fire, is' perhaps one of the 
moil: t:ying lltuations tbat can be imagined; a 
itorm l~relf, on a dangerouscoaft, is lefs dread
ful, as It does not fa entirely preclude all hopes 
of ef~apihg with life. Providentially, the fire 
?f tl11S day was very trifling, 'and extinguifhed 
In a .few mO~lents. Our fears fuggefted that it 
was m the fail-room; but We foon founD, that'a 
piece ?f Taheitee clbth,carele:rsly' laid Iiear the 
Jamp m the fteward's room, had taken fire, 

and 
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and raired a quantity of fmoke, which gave the 1774· 
alarm. In proportion as we advanced towards AUQUST. 

the land, we difcerned fine woods upon it, in~ '--v--' 
terfper[ed with glades and plantations on the 
very fummi!1:s of the hills. A -number of coco-
.palms were likewife obferved upon it, which had 
not however that noble appearance, by which we 
diftinguifh them in other countries. 

In the afternoon we came up with the weft 
fide of the ,jHand, and running clofe to the 
fhore, we obCerv:edfeveral fmall beaches, at the 
foot of fteep bills, covered with plantations. 
TheJe chiefly confifted of bananas, and were 
confined in neat enclofiues, near which we alfo 
noticed feveral houCes like fheds. Thirty or 
forry natives were feen running along the fhore, 
armed with ,bows and arrows, as well as [pears. 
They looke<ll. veryfwarthy ata.di(tance, and re
{embled the people of Mallicollo. Some women 
wereobferved among them, who wore a kind of 
petticoat, apparently made of leaves and {haw, 
which defcended :to the mid-leg, or fometimes 
nearly to the andes; the men' on the contrary 
were naked, like the Mallicollefe. We entereq 
a kind of open bay, where the natives of both 
fexes waded a good way into the water, and 
called to us, to all appearance, with very friend. 
ly,geftures. We !tood aorofs the bay, where it 
:-vas nGlt thought proper to anchor. It was grow
Ing dark when we opened the fouthernmoft 
p0int, and faw the coaft ftretching totheeaft. 
Ai the wind w,as falling again, we did not at
tempt to ftand in fhore any longer, but rather 
endeavoured to keep off during night, for fear 
of being fet towards it by the current. Every 
morning and evening, at fun-rife and fun-fet, 
our failors wafhed the decks from one end to the 

p 2. other, 
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1774, other, to prevent the h:at from drying them up 

AUGUST,. too much, and makIng them leaky. This 
~ evening one of the marines, who was drawing 

water on the !hip's fide, for this purpofe, had 
the misfortune to fall over-board. He was not 
able to fwim; however, by bringing the ihip 
to inftantly, and throwing a number of ropes 
over-board, one of which he feized, we (uc· 
ceedcd in our endeavours to fave him. The 
poor fellow was immediately conducted between 
decks, by his comrades the marines, being much 
weakened by the efforts he had made to (ave 
himJelf by keeping faft hold of the rope, as well 
as the (udden fear of death. They fhifted his 
clothes, and gave him a dram or two of brandy 
to revive the animal fpirits, treating him with 
peculiar tendernefs, the refult of an ejprit dlt 

COlP5, to which failors are at pre[ent utter ihan
gers. 

Tuef z, The calms which had [0 long per[ecuted us, 
were not yet at an: end. Our {hip lay like a 
log on the water all night, and the next day be
ing gradually drifted into the bay which we bad 
paiIed the day before, the boats were hoifted 
()l}t, and fetit in queft of anchorage. They had 
110 (ollndings till they came near the ihore, but 
there had found twenty fathom, at the diftance 
of three cables length (fix bundred yards). The 
natives were (ten running to the beach again, 
l?ut our people held no conver{e with them; for 
captain Cook feeing apreeze fpring up, made 
the fignal for them to return, and hoifted them 
in again. The cannon which vvas fired on the 
occalion, feemed to have no particular effect 
on the Datives) who were doubt/efs utterly 
unacquainted with our arms, and with Euro
peans. 

We 
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We [ailed round the N. VY. point of the iGand; 1774. 

~md in the morning advanced toward.> the fin- AUGUST. 

gle rock, which we had noticed before. A ~ 
very remarkable mountain with a double fum- e n·3· 
mit, which had fome re[emblance to a faddle, 
hy on the iGand jufi: abreaft: of this rock, and 
feemed to be of great height, even though the 
reft of the iGand .had a conflderable elevation. 
The detached rock appeared to be covered with 
wood, and our fbip being greatly in want of 
fuel, two boats were hoifted out and rent to-
wards it. The hopes of making fome botanical 
acquifitions, engaged us to embark in one of 
thefe boats. The diftance which had been fup-
pofed trifling, was found to be near five miles; 
but after rowing all this fpace, we were wholly 
difappointed. An enormous [urf broke upon 
the rock on all fides, which rendered the landing 
abfolutely impracticable. In vain we rowed all 
round it, cafting many a longing look at the 
verdure and trees with which we faw it covered. 
A large bat, and fome fmall birds were ob!erv-
ed flying through its bufbes; and a number of 
fiih fwam among the broken rocks; but the 
former did not come within mufket-fbot, and 
the others refufed to take our hooks. Return-
ing back to the fbip we caught a water-fnake 
(coluber latt'caudatus, Linn.) of the fame fort 
which had been obferved fo plentiful on one of 
the low iDes off Maria Bay, in Tonga-Tabboo. 
(See vol. I.) , 

After returning on board, a gentle breeze 
fprung up, and we fiood into a kind of bay, 
clofe under the Saddle-peak, to the weftward 
of it. We came in towards evening, and found 
the bay very extenfive, above eight miles wide, 
b~t not above two deep. The Saddle which 

. furms 
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1714. forms a kind of peninfula, lies on its eaft fide, 
AUGUST. and !helters it from the trade-wind, being very 
'--r--J fteep towards the point, but gra.dually Doping 

into leifer hills towards the bottom of the bay. 
Every part of the !hore was well cultivated be
tween the wild groves; and every plantation 
{eemed to be enclofed in very neat fences of 
reed, exaCtly refembling thofe which we had ob
ferved at the Friendl y lOes. We dropped all 
~nchor about a quarter of a mile from (bore, 
having a low point a-head of us, behind which 
there appeared to be a harbour. The natives 
lined the !hore in great crouds; fome of them 
{warn off, and came within hail, but no riearer; 
crying out and fcreaming aloud to us, They 
appeared at a diftance to refemble the Malli
collefe, and were fwarthy; one of them how
ever, had reddi!h hair, and was fairer than the 
reft. It was remarkable that not a·tingle canoe 
appeared, either on the water, or hauled afhore; 
though we can hardly fuppofe fo fine an ifiand to 
be deftitute of boats. As it was growing dark~ 
all the [wimmers returned to the !hore, and made 
feveral fires in their plantations. Our provifion 
of freih water being very low, and that which 
we filled at Namoka being very bad, we rejoiced 
to have found a place, where the appearance of 
~he co~mtry, gave us the greateft hopes of meet .. 
mg with a frelb fupply, not only of this nece[
fary article, but of all [arts of refre!hments. All 
thore who had been poifoned by the red fiih at 
Mallicopo, :-vere not yet wholly recovered, but 
felt their palDs .returning every night, their teeth 
loofe, ~nd !helr gums and palatG excoriated. 
They ltkewlre hoped to get rid of the remains 
of the,ir t~dious fickr;eCs, by making fome fray 
o~ . thiS Ifland, 2ild recruiting their ftrength 
wnnwholefome frelli food, to which they had 

klg 
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long hee:n ftrangers. But all our expe~ations t 774. 
proved a,bortive and prema~ure. ~UG1JST. 

Early in the morning, captain C09~ ordered Ti:4 
two boats to be prop~~ly armed and manned, 
and comm8:n~ing hil1ffelf in one, and entrufting 
the other to the Care of the mafter, went in 
fea.rch of a convenient watering-place. He firft 
rowed towards: th~ {hore direttly -a,breaD; of the 
{hip, where 'a number- of natives not lefs than 
fi~ty, were aifembled on the; beach. As foon 
as he was near the {hore, fome of the natives 
came into' the water, round the boats, where the 
captain difl;ril:>l1~e~ to ther:n nails, medals, Ta-
heit-ee cloth, &c. with which they feemed vaft-
ly delighted. He fo<;m put off, and rowed along 
th;e ~ore, mor;e a,head of the {hip, .\"ound the 
low point which I have already mentioned, the 
na,~i.v<::s funning ~long in the fame direction. 
Thy boa~s haying got round the point, which 
might be abol\t three quarters Qf a mile off, 
<;:pl1~inue~l out of ~ght near an hour. In the 
mean titlle, the n:Hives were obfe.rved running 
~owar~~ the point from all parts, whilft a great 
number: fll:t dO'Yn oppofite the {hip, gazing at it 
with the greate(l: a.tteqtion. At once we heard 
the di(charge of fome mufkets, and an irregular 
fiw kept up for fometime. Upon this alarm, 
another boat \Val;> inftaruly equipped, a?d fent 
~Q tge alIia:anFe Of the former, and a [WIVeI {hot 
directc;:dover th~ point. A great gun was like-~ 
wife brought 1-1ppn the fore·cai1:k, ~n~ fired off 
tow~~ds the; hills, This {1:ruck a panic into the 
inh~b,i.tant~ in our fight, who a,ll haftened to 

fcreen themfelv:es in the bufhes; many were feen 
f4tming ~qt of ~I-ie plantations on the hills, rouCed 
by the [ound~ ~nd hurrying away again, as .roon 
a.s they behel,d thejr j:ountrymen put to flIght. 
We al[o faw feveral clr::lgging a dead or wounded 

man 



216 A V 0 Y AGE 
l774. man up one of the hills, from the pJa~e w~ere 

AUGUST. we heard the fire of our boats. In a little ttme 
"----'v-J the captain returned in one boat, while the two 

others continued to found in the bay. One of 
our [eamen was brought into the Ibip with a 
wound in the cheek and another in the wrift ; 
and we had the following account from captain 
Cook and thofe who accompanied him, concern
ing this unfortunate attack. The boats had no 
[ooner rowed rOllnd the point than they fOllnd a 
good landing-place, where the captain and ano
ther perf on ftepped ailiore. He found feveral 
hundred natives armed with bows and arrows, 
clubs, and long fpears. Their ftature was of 
the middle fize, and much fuperior to that of 
the Mallioollefe; they were indeed nearly of the 
fame [warthy hue, but better limbed and better 
featured. They went ftark naked, with a rope 
only about the middle, and were for the reft to 
the full as indecent in the eyes of Europeans as 
the Mallicollefe. Black paint and ruddle were 
li\cvife not fpared on [orne of their faces; their 
hair was black, very curled or frizzled, but not 
\~oolly in all perfons alike, and in a great quan
tity. ~(me, however, had recldifh hair, and all 
had ftrong blHck beards. 

Cap:ain Cook began with diftributing prefents 
to [everal of the natives, and particularly to a 
man who appeared to have [orne authority over 
the reft. Having expreffed by figns that he 
wanted frefh and other provifions, the chief 
rent away [orne men, and continued to converfe 
by figns. In a iliort time the men returned, 
bringiilg a hollow bamboo filled with freili wa
tel, a few ceca-nuts, and the root of a yam. 
Our people unc·_rftood from their geftures, that 
they had fetched the water at a little diftance, 
but it feemed the natives were not inclined to 

let 
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let them walk thither to examine it. Their 177+· 
numbers encreaftng every moment, the captain AUGUST. 

re-embarked, and ordered his boat to be pulh-~ 
ed off. One of the natives immediately {eized 
an oar, but another took it out of his band and 
threw it back towards the boat. Some then 
took hold of the gang-board, which the failors 
had negleCted to iecure, and hauled the boat 
back to the !bore, whilft others came into th~ 
water and leized the boat iddf~ taking out two 
other oars. Tbe chief ftood near the boat, and 
[eemed to direCt this whole manceuvre. Captain 
Cook levelled his mufket at the natives, but 
here, as at Savage Wand, (fee page 140.) the 
piece miffed fire feveral times. The natives 
feeing him take aim, and readily conceiving that 
what he held in his hand was a weapon, drew 
their bowe and poifed their {pears. A volley of 
arrows was direCted at our people, and feveral 
fpears were tbrown into the boat. One of them, 
without any carving and perfeCtly blunt, wound-
ed a feaman in the cheek. Captain Cook, fee-
ing the lives of his people in danger, ordered 
them to fire, but it was fame time before any of 
them' could difcharge their mufkets. The fir11: 
difcharge killed two natives, who fell clofe to 
the boat. The reft, ftill undifmayed, ran back 
a little at flrft, but returned brifkly to the charge, 
throwing ftones and !booting arrows at our peo- . 
pIe. Tbe other boat likewife fired upon them, 
but only two or three of their mufkets went off; 
however, they alfo killed and wounded fame 
other natives. It is remarkable, that though 
the beft flints are to be had in England, and 
though government allows the highei1: price for 
them to the contra¢:tors, yet are our troops [uP., 
plieq wi~h the very worft flints by thefe people, 
. w~ 
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177+. who ufe every means to amafs a fortune at the 
AUGUST. expence of the public. Some attention ought 
'--v--' to be p:J,id to an article, upon which the lives 

of many tboufand fubjeC\:s, nay often the fuc
cefs of engagements, in great meafure depends ". 
An arrow hit the mafter on the naked breafr, 
but beina entirely fpent, it did not even fetch 
blood. It confifted of a reed, armed with a 
long point of black wood, which was jagged or 
bearded with many indentures on one fide. 
Some of the natives who were wounded crawled 
upon all fours into the bullies. When our fwi
vels and cannon were fired from the lliip, the 
whole croud difperfed; fome, however, hid 
themfelves behind a fandy elevation, which 
ferved as a breaft-work, from whence they con
tinued to annoy our people, who for fame time 
amufed themfelves to fire at them as often I as 
their head,s appeared. At laft, captain Cook 
feeing a third boat come to his afIiftance re
turned, on board, and ordered the other two 
to found the bay. For my own part, I can
not entirely perfuade myfelf that thefe· people 
pad any hoftile intentions in detl;lining our boat. 
The lev~lling of a mufket at them, or rather at 
their chief, provoked them to attack our crew. 
On our pa~t this manrenvre Was equally necef-

[ll;rYi 

• It has bee~. obferved by foreigners, who hf1ye been 
fpeB:ators of miLItary manceuvres, abroad as well as in 
Hyde:Park, that upon a ~ompany's firing feveral rou·nds; 
fix prIvate men at leaft retIre behind the lines to draw or to 
fire thei.r mulkets, v:hich did not go off b,efore. This lin
gular clfcumftance IS not owing to any defect in the locks, 
~ut to the badnefs of the flints. All fo'~eign' trobps are 
In that refpeCl: fuperior to the Brit.j.lh. . . . . 
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f,ary; but it is much to be lamented that the '774-
voyages of Eumpe:;ms cannot be performed AUGUST. 

",:ithout being fatal to the nations whom they ~ 
~fi~ . 

. After breakfaft we weighed the anchor, and 
prepared to ftand farther into the bay, oqr bE)ats 
having found convenient anchorage nearer to the 
watering-pJ:a.ce. All the weftern coaft of the 
bay WaS covered with thoufands of palms, which 
had a beautiful efffCt, and appeared to. be differ
ent from the coco-palm. We foon Came in fight 
of the place where the eng<lgement ha.d happen
·ed. A few nativces who flood here and there OIl 

the /hore, ran into the woods on feeing the fhip. 
We faw the two oars which they had taken out 
of the boat fl:uck in the ground and leaning on 
the bullies; but it was not thought pr0pef to 
fend a boat in quell: of thcem, though the coaft 
was clear. After we had entertained hopes of 
coming to an anchor again for fame tiepe, the 

- captain gave orders to put about, and ftood tl) 

the eaftward round the faddle-peak, which Was 
now called Traitor'.s Head. We tacke;d all the 
morning, in order to weathe'r that point, but 
could not accomplifh it till three o'clock in the 
afternoon, when we opened a bay i111mediately 
to theeafl:ward of it, This bay extended very 
far inland, and feemed to contain. f~veral fi1l1g 
creeks or harbolJrs. The lands on both fiqe$ 
were covered with the thickeft wood1?, w\1id1 
had a moil: fertile and enchanting appearance_ 
To the routh, the land floped very gently, of
fering a fine expo[ure of vafl: extent a1 111011: 
wholly cultivated, and in all likelihood rich in 
vegetable produCtions. We were juft abreaft 
of this hay, and perhaps in _ doubt whether~e 
{hOl:lkl not go in"} whem the lfland !lppeared m 

. fight 
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1774-. light again to the fr.)llth) which we had. alreadv 

AUGUST. difcovered on the 28th of Jllly. Captall1 Cook 
'--y---J now refolved to relinquifh the nearer iOand, and 

to proceed to the more difl:ant ~ne, in order to 
leave as little unexplored as poillble. The breeze 
was wry frelb, and we left the iOand with great 
rapidity. It is fituated !n I 8 ~ 48' fot:th latitude, 
and 1690 20' eafl: longitude "', and IS nearly of 
a fquare figure, which meafures at leafl: 30 
leagues in circuit. We fl:ood foutherly towards 
the new iOand, with fl:udding fails fet, which 
had been in difufe with us ever fince we arrived 
among this group of iOes. Several fires appear
ed upon the iOand at night, one of which blazed 
up from time to Lime like the flame of a vol
cano. 

Friday 5. At day-break we faw a low iOand to the north-
eafl:ward of us, having paffed clofe to it during 
the night, and a high one nearly eafl: of us, at 
the difl:ance of eight or nine leagues. The low 
iOand was covered with coco-palms, but we 
could not determine whether it confifl:ed of a 
circular reef or not. The large iOand, towards 
which we fl:ill directed our courfe, extended from 
N. W. to S. E. and confifl:ed of a high range of 
mountains. Towards the fouth-eaftern extre
mity? at the end of a fecondary range of hills, 
we dlfcovered a volcano, of which we had really 
feen the fire at night. It was a low hill,much 
l~wer than any .in the fame range, and of a co
mcal (hape, with a crater in the middle. Its 
colour was reddi fh brown, confifting of a heap 
of burnt fl:ones, perfectly barren, but it offered 

a very 

,. We have gil'en it the name of fRaoMANGA, for, as 
',';e aft~rwa:ds.leaq1t on an, adjacent iilapd, this is the name 
by whICh it IS known among the natives, See the next 
chapter. 
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a very {hiking fight to our eyes. A column of 1774· 
heavy fmoke role up from time to time, like a ~ 
great tree, whofe crown gradually fpread as it 
alcended. Every time that a new column of 
fmoke was thus thrown up, we heard a very deep 
rumbling found like thunder, and the columns 
followed each other at very iliort intervals. The 
colour of the fmoke was not always the fame; 
it was white and yellowiili in general, but fome-
times of a dirty reddiili grey, which we fufpeCt~ 
ed to be partly owing to the fire in the crater 
which illuminated the finoke and ailies. The 
whole ifland, except the volcano, is well wood-
ed, and contains abundance of fine coco-palms; 
its verdure, even at this feafon, which was the 
winter of thefe regions, was very rich and beau-
tiful. 

After eight o'clock we hoifted out our boats, 
and the mafter went to found a harbour, which 
appeared in view to the eaft of the volcano. 
They ran in very faft, and were followed by 
two canoes of the natives, which put off from 
different parts of the coaft; another canoe was 
fcen at a diftance failing along iliore. In a little 
time they made fignals for the iliip to follow. 
We ftood on into the harbour, which has a nar
rowentrance, and as we kept a man confl:antly 
founding in the chains, we were greatly alarm
ed when our foundings fuddenly decreafed from 
fix fathom to three and a half; however, an in
flant afterwards we haH four, five, and more 
fathoms. It appeared that we had providentially 
paffed over a rock before the entrance, on which 
we had run the greateft rilk of ftriking. The 
harbour was a fmall U1Ug baCon, where we let go 
our anchor in four fathom, fur rounded by a num-
ber of natives in their canoes. . 

This 
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1774. This was the only anchorage where we made 
AUGUST, any flay in all the extenfive c1ufler of iilands 
'---v-" which we had now difcovered. We provided 

om {hip with wood and water, but did not ob
tain any refrefhments worth mentioning. The 
principa,l advantage which we derived from put
ting in here, confifted in a few remarks on a race 
of people, in a great meafure diflin6t Lam aU 
the tribes which were known to us before. But 
v,'hile we were entertained with various new and 
flriking objeCts, it was very difagreeable to be 
tantalized with the fight of wholelome vegetable 
and anrmal food,with which the natives did not 
choofe to fLlpply us. 

C HAP. 
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C H A P.lI . 

. Account of our fitly at 'ranna,and departilrefrom 
the Ne'W Hebrides. 

HAVIN G brought the !hip to an anchor, we 1774· 
~ere v:ell pl,ea[edto [ee~he natives coming off~ 
m theIr ~anoes froind,fferent pat.tsoft~e bay, FridaY5. 
and ·paddlmg roundabout us at n little dtftance. 
Their behaviour at firft was veryirrefolute; 
though all wereafmed with fpeats, clubs, bows 
andarfdws. OIle or two .emue clofe to US, and 
Cent a yam, or a coco-nut, upon the deek, for 
which :wemade them prefents of our goods. In 
a few'irioments the number of·canoes ~ncreafed 
to [eventeen; -fame ·of them contained twenty-
two men; other-sten, feven, five, and the fmall-
eft only two; fa that the number of people 
abbutus ~exceeded two . hundred. They ·pro
nOl,mced feveral words to us from time to time, 
and feemedto propofequefl::ions; but if we 
uttered"a word of the Taheitee, or Mallicollo 
dialecr, they repeated it, without feeining to 
have the leaft idea of it. By degrees they were 
familiarized with our appearance, and ventured 
c10fe 'along fide. We had hung a net over-
bdard aftern, containing faIt meat for dinner, 
which the rea water was to fre!hen, as we did 
every ;day; one of the natives, ·an old man, 
Jeized this net,and was about to detach it; but 
being called to, he inftantly &fifted. Ho~-
ever, another !hook his dan at llS lipon th)s 
occafioh, and fl:illanother acljlifted an arrow 
to his bow, taking aim by turns at different 

. perfons 
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17i4. per[ons on the ql1~~ter-deck. Captain C.ook 
AUGUST. imaO"ioed that the ddchargt of a cannon mIght 
~be ~f great [crvice, t? prevent an):' .unhappy 

differences with the natIves, by apPJlzmg them 
of our power. He made fign accordingly to 
the canoes to paddle afide, In order to keep 
clear of the iliot. It was remarkable that they 
were not offcnded by this fign, which had the 
air of authority, but readily dropped aft~rn. 
The gun was fired towards the iliore, and the 
two hundred people leaped out of thr.c:ir canoes 
into the fea in the fame inftant. Only a fingJe 
young man, very well made, a~d of a v~ry 
open friendly countenance, remamed ftandIng 
in his canoe, without the leaft marks of fur
prize or fear, but looking with a mixture of 
mirth and contempt at his affrighted country
men. They preiently recovered their fialion 
in their canoes, and feeing no ill confequences 
had enfucd after our bravado, converfed very 
loud with each other, and feemed to la~lgh at 
their own fears. They kept off however at a 
little difiance, and did not iliew any hoftile in
clim.:ions. 

Captain Cook did not like the iliip's birth, 
but refolved to carry her deeper into the bay. 
To that purpofe, a boat was fent off with an 
anchor, and our p::ople proceeded in their ope
ration without being molefl:ed The buoy, 
however, which belongf'd to our firft anchor, 
appeared fa tempting, that an old Indian, who 
was quite bald, put off in his canoe, and eo
?eavoured to c;1rry it away, at firft by towing 
It, but afterwards by detaching it from its rope. 
As foon as we perceived that he was feriou11y at 
work ;;bout it, captain Cook called to him to 
defift, but he was not able fo much as to divert 
his attention. The captain fired a muiket load-

ed 
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ed with fmall iliot at him; and fame of the \ J 774. 
iliot having ftruck him, he immediately threw AUGUST. 

the buoy out of his canoe. A few moments '--y-..J 

after, however, feeling himfelf very little hurt, 
he returned once more to complete his former 
undertaking. A mufket, with a ball, was now 
fired rather iliort of him into the {(~a; upon this 
he left the buoy, and came a long fide to pre-
fent us with a coco-nut. There was fomething 
bold and generous in his behaviour, which I 
think plainly indicated, that he offered us his 
friend!bip, after making trial of our fpirit. 
Our boat having laid the anchor in the ground 
with another buoy, came on board, and we 
began to warp in by it. The buoy tempted 
another native, notwithftanding the correCtion 
which his countryman had received. He was 
afraid of taking it up; but paddled feveral 
times towards it, and as often turned back again. 
At laft the temptation prevailed, and he be-
gan to haul it into his canoe. A large mufke-
toon was fired at him, and the ball fell clofe to 
him, {hiking the water feveral times, and at 
laft dropping on the beach. A number of peo-
ple frood near the place, and immediately ran 
off; but the man in the canoe returned again 
to the buoy. Another muiketoon, a fwivel, 
and laft of all a cannon were fired, which ter-
rified him and all the natives both on the 
water and on iliore, without doing them any 
hurt. 

We brought the fhip deeper into the bay, 
after this little difturbance; but in warping her 
in, /he ftruck aground feveral times, being 
drawn out of the deep channel. The water ,,:,as 
very fmooth, and the bottom covered wIth 
mud, fo that ilie could receive no material da
mage, and the fault was eafily redrelTed. V.'e 

VOL. II. Q tben 



226 A VOYAGE 

'774, then went to dinner very quietly, and after
AUGUST. wards proceeded to the beach in three boats, 
'--v--' well manned, efpecially by all our marines. 

The opportunity feemed very favourable, as 
the number of natives in fight was very fmall, 
and not likely to give us any trouble. A few 
of them, who were feated in the grafs along 
the beach, ran off upon our landing, but re
turned as foon as we beckoned to them. On our 
left, or to the weft ward, we faw a body of about 
a hundred and fifty, well armed, who advanced 
towards us with the green branches of coco-palm, 
which they prefented ns in fign of peace. We 
diftributed medals, Tahei tee cloth, and iron 
ware, to conciliate their good will; and after
wards exchanged thefe articles for a few coco
nuts which they brought us, after we had point
ed to the trees, and mad::: our wants intelligible 
by different geftures. One of our firft requefts 
was, that they fhould fit down; which was im
perfectly complied with: another, that they 
fhould not tranfgrefs a line which we drew on 
the fand \ and to this they readily afi"ented. 
We prefently found a pond of very palatable 
frefh water, and made figns to the natives, that 
we came to provide oJrfelves from thence, and 
that we alfo defired leave to cut fame trees. 
They immediately pointed out feveral wild 
trees which we might cut, only excepting the 
coco-palms, of which innumerable quantities 
covered the fhore. We filled two final! barrels 
with water, and cut down a few trees, to fhew 
in wha~ manner we intended to proceed; and 
the natIves appeared to be fatisfied. Our ma
rine~ were however drawn up, and the leafr 
motIon they made fo terrified the inhabitants,. 
that they ran off to a confiderable dii1:ance, on
lya few old men remaining near us, \Ve de-

fired 
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fired them to lay down their arms j and even 1774. 
in this demand, which was in itfelf unreafonable, AUGUST. 

the greateft part acquiefced. Their ftature '-v--d? 
was of the middle fize, and their perfons in· 
finitely ihonger, and better proportioned, than 
thofe of the Mallicollefe. Their colour was 
a dark or chef nut brown, with a very fwarthy 
mixture. Like the natives of Mall i collo, they 
went ftark naked, having only a fhing round 
the belly, which did not cut their body in fuch 
a ihocking manner, as we had obferved at that 
Wand. We faw fome women at a diftance, who 
did not feem to be fo ugly as thofe of MalJicollo, 
and wore a kind of petticoat, which defcended 
below the knee. Two girls had each a long 
fpear in their hand, but did not venture nearer 
than the reft. We colleCted a number of words 
from thefe people, among which, far the great-
eft part were entirely new to us; but fometimes 
they expreifed the fame idea by two words, one 
of which was new, and the other correfponded 
with the language of the Friendly Wands; from 
whence we had reafon to conclude, that they 
have fome neighbours of the other race, who 
fpeak that language. Th~y alfo told us, that 
they call their own iiland T ANN A, a word 
which fignifies " earth" in the Malay language. 
This laft we looked upon as a great acquiiition ; 
for the indigenous name of a country is always 
permanent. We made but a iliort ftay among 
thefe people, and returned on board as foon as 
we had filled our cafks. "V.l e now thought the 
peace concluded, and every difficulty conquer-
ed; but we found matters in a very different 
fituation the next morning. Our intercourfe 
with them had hitherto been p;::aceable, be-
cauCe they did not feel themfelves a match 
for us; but it feems they were very far from 

Q...2 purpofing 
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1774. purpofing to give us free admittance i.nto their 

AUGUST. country. They looked upon us as Invaders, 
'--v--' and appeared jealolls of their property, and re

folved to defend it. 
\rYe [a w the flame of the volcano in the even

ing, blazing up, with anexplofion onc.;: .in five 
minutes or thereabouts. The tran[acbons of 
the day prevented my [peaking of this wonder
ful phamomenon, though it was in continual 
agitation. Some of the exploGons refembled 
very violent claps of thunder, and a rumbling 
noire continued for half a minute together. The 
whole air was filled wi th [moky particles and 
with alhes, which occafioned much pain when 
they fell into the eye. The decks, 6gging, and 
all parts of the fhip were covered with black 
llierl allies in the fpace of a few hours, and the 
fame fand, mixed with [mall cinders and pu
mice ftones, covered the fea-fhore. The dif
tance of this volcano from our harbour was five 
0r fix miles; but feveral hills lay between, [0 
that we only faw its [ummir, which threw up 
the finoke from a crater, confifting of feveral 
ragged points. 

SMur. 6. . Early in the morning, the f1.1ip was moored 
ftill more conveniently and nearer to the thore. 
The natives appeared at fun-rife coming out cf 
their groves, and conflllting together on the 
beach. In order to make the fequel more in
telligible, it will be n:::ceifary to give a flight 
iketch of the appearance of the country which 
enclofed the h::ubour. The point which forms 
its eaftern {hare is very low and flat, but 
prefently rifes into a level hill, about fif
teen or twenty yards high, which is wholly 
laid out in plantations. This encompaifesthe 
eaftern and 1011thernlliore of the bay, being 
near three miles long, and extending feveral 

miles 
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miles inland to the fea on the other fide. Where I774. 
this flat hill ends) a, fin.e plain covered with AUGUST. 

plantations rurts to the fouthward, bOlinded by '--v---' 
feveral ranges of pleatant hills, of which the 
neareft are of eafy afcent. To the weft this 
plain, as well as the whole bay itfelf, is en-
elared by a freep hill, three or four hundred 
yards high, which is nearly perpendicular in 
moft places. A narrow beach of large broken 
!hingles and ftones runs along the weftem !bore, 
but a perpendicular rock fcparates it from the 
(authem beach. This lafr is very broad, and 
confifts of a firm black [and; it bounds thtI! 
plain, and is the fame where we cut wood and 
filled our calks with water. A beach of coral 
rock and 111ell [and continues from thence along 
the foot of the flat hill quite to the eaftern point 
of the 'harbour. The flat hill does not lie c1o[e 
to this beach, but a fpace of level land, thirty 
or fort:), yards wide, covered with groves of 
palms, extends to its foot. ]he wbole [outh-
eaft corner of the bay is filled with a flat reef of 
coral, which is overflowed at low water. 

A few canoes put off one by one from the 
!hore, and each brought a coco·nut or two 
and a clufter of bananas for fale, which they rea
dily exchanged for Taheitee cloth. As foon 
as the natives in them hFtd difpofed of their car
go, they returned to the fuore and brought off 
another. One of them offered cap:ain. Cook 
his club, and, having agreed to take a piece of 
cloth for it, it was let down into his canoe. 
However, he had no fooner received this cloth, 
than he took no farther trouble to fulfil his 
agreement .. The captain fpoke to him feveral 
times, by fuch figns as the man feemed to un
derftand, but all in vain; a muiket, charged 
with [mall fuot was fired into his face, upon 

which 
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'774. which he, and two men who were with him, 

AUGUST. betook themfelves to paddliL:-; with the greateft 
~ agility. Their canoe was purfued from deck 

by feveral !hot from the !hip's muiketoons; 
one of them fell fa near them, and rebounded 
fa often from the water, that they all jumped 
~nto the fea and fwam a!hare. A great con
courfe of tpe natives was prefently obferved 
near the fpot where they landed, to whom they 
probably related their flory. l\. fe~ minute~ 
after, a fingle map. came off to us III a canoe, 
with fame fugar-canes, coco-nuts, and yams. 
He was an old man, of a low ftature, but had a 
very friendlv countena:Jce, which announced 
his good ddpofition. He had been active the 
preceding afternoon LO pre[erve the peace with 
our people, and his arrival was therefore the 
more acceptable taus. Captain Coo~ made 
him a prefellt of a complete drefs of the beft 
red Taheitee cloth, with which the old man 
was highly pleafed. He had in his canoe two 
large clubs, none of thefe people ev~r going 
without arms; but captain Cook, being iri one 
of our boats along fide, took them out anq 
threw them into the fea, making figns to the 
man, that ~Il his countrymen on !hore fhould 
lay q.own their arms. The old fellow liked 
this propofal exceedingly, and feeming entirely 
contented with the 19fs of his clubs, returned to 
t,he !h~re, ~lher~ w,e obferved him parading for 
fome time m hIS new drefs. Vafl numbers of 
people Were now feen affemblirg on the beac~ 
from all quarters of the ifland, but far the great
eft part came down from the freep hill on the 
~eft fIge ~f the bay. The bullies and groves 
pn the plam were filled' with' men of whom 
none went without arms. Towards nihe o?c1ock, 
paving fixed a fpring on the cable, we prepared 

. .' tq 
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to land in the lannch and two other boats, with 1774. 
all our marines and a party of feamen well arm _ AUG us T. 

ed. As Coon as the natives raw our boats com- '-v---J 
ing, they haftened out of the bullies on the 
beach, and formed chiefly in two large bodies, 
'One on each fide of the watering place. That 
on the weft fide was by far the moft confidera-
ble, confifting of no lees than feven hundred 
men, in a compact body, who feemed prepared 
for attion. On the eaft fide we gueifed there 
might be about two hundred men, who, though 
equally well armed, had however a more peace-
able look. In the middle, 'between them ftood 
the little old man who had been with us juf1: be-
fore, and two other natives. Thefe three were 
unarmed, and had laid a heap of bananas on 
the beach. Having approached within twenty 
yards of the beach, captain Cook called to the 
natives, and made figns for them to lay down 
their arms, and to recede from the beach. ELlt 
of this demand they took no manner of notice', 
perhaps thinking it abfurd and unjufl: that a few 
ftrangers fhould pre[cribe laws to them on their 
own ground. As it was not tholight prudent 
to land between the two bodies of natives, 
and to expofe ourfelves to an attack in which 
many of thefe innocent people, and perhaps 
fome of us, might have been killed, captain 
Cook ordered a mufket-ball to be fired over 
their heads, in order, if pofEble to frighten them 
away. Indeed, the whole body was immedi-
ately in motion at the found; but, foon reco-
vering from their furprize, the greateft num-
ber ftood their ground. One of them ftanding 
clofe to the water's edge, was [0 bold as to tl~rn 
his pofteriors towards us, and flap them wIth 
his hand, which is the ufual challenge. with all. 
~4e natioIJ.s of the South Sea. Captain Cook 

ordered 
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ordered another mulket to be !hot into the air, !·/7.f· 
At GL'ST'and, at this fignal, the Ibip played her whole 
~ artillery, confifting of five four-pounders, 

tWo (wivels, and four mufl..;:etoons. The balls 
YlihifHed over our heads, and making fome ha
vock among the coco-palms, had the defired 
effect, :::nd entirely cleared the beach in a few 
moments. Only our old p<:ace maker, with 
his two friends, remained unconcerned near his 
pile of fruit, which he prefented to the captain 
as foon as he had landed, at the [arne time de
firing him not to !hoot any longer. 

Our firft care was to dmw up the marines in 
two lines, to guard the waterers. Stakes were 
driven into the ground on both fides, and ropes 
faftened to them, leaving a fpace of fifty or 
fixty yards clear, for our people to pafs and re
pars l1ilmolefted. By degrees they ventured 
out of the bl1!hes, and came upon the beach, 
where \",e maoe figns to them not to trangrefs 
our linrcs, whicb none of them attempted. The 
captain once more repeated his figns, that they 
!hould lay down their arms; thoreon the weft 
did not a~tcl1d to them, but the other party, 
who \V~ie in fome meafure conneCted with our 
old Dienel, complied for the greateft part. 
The old man told us his name, which was Paw
yangom, and was permitted to ftay within the 
lines if he chafe. 

\Ve nO'vv endeavoured to advance into the 
w~ods in qudt of plants, but we had not got 
t\venty yards, before we Caw numbers of natives 
b::'~ind every bulb, who kept up a communi
catIOn between the two parties on the beach. 
It w~s ~herefore impoffible to make any great 
acqmfitlODS at firft, and we contented ourfelves 
\1ith two or three new fpecies. With thefe we 
rcturnecl on the beach, and by endeavouring 

tn 



R 0 U N D THE W 0 R L D. 233 
be~rd is likewife thick, black, and frizled.' The '774' 
to converfe with the party on our left (to theAuGuH. 
eaft of us) filled our vocabularies with many'--v--J 
words of tbei r language. We often offered to 
purcha[e their arms, but they conftantly refufed 
to part with them. However, one of them 
di[po[ed of a cylindrical piece of alabafter, two 
inches long, which he wore as a nofe-jeweL 
Before he delivered it, he wafhed it in the rea, 
whether from a principle of cleanlinefs, or not, 
we cannot determine. During the whole time 
of our ftay on fuore this morning, the natives 
did not attempt to moleft or attack us; and 
thofe on our left feemed very well difpo[ed, 
and gave us hopes, that we might eftabliili a 
friendly intercour[e with them in a iliort time. 
As we now faw a great part of the inhabitants 
of this ifland aifembled, we had the beft oppor-
tunity of forming an adequate idea of their ge-
neral habit of body, their dre(s and arms. They 
are of the middle-fized ftature, but many among 
them may be reckoned tall. Their limbs are 
well made, and rather Dender; fome are like-
wiCe very ftout and ftrong; but thoCe beautiful 
outlines, which are fp frequent among the peo-
ple of the Society and Friendly Wands, and of 
the MarqueCas, are rarely to be met with at 
Tanna. I did not abferve one fingle corpulent 
man among them, all are active, 311d full of 
Cpirit. Their features are large, the nofe broad, 
but the eyes full, and in general agreeable. 
Moft of them have an open, manly, and good-
natured air, though fome may likewife be found, 
as in other nations, whofe countenance betrays 
malevolence. The colour of their hair is black; 
however, we obferved [orne which had brown 
or yellowifh tips. It grew very thick and builiy, 
and in general frizled; but in a few individuals, 
it frill preferved a degree of woollinefs. The 

colour 



234 A v 0 Y AGE 

1774. colour of their whole body is a dark chefnut 
AUGUST. brown which is frequently mixed with a biJck
\...--y-.I iib hu~, fo that it appears at firft fight, as if it 

were fullied with foot; and their /kin is extreme
ly foft to the touch, as is obferved to be the cafe 
with Negroes. They almofr go perfeCtly naked; 
but, true to the general charaCteriftic of man
kind, wear feveral forts of ornaments. They 
drefs their hair after the following method: they 
take a quantity, not exceeding a pigeon's quill 
in thicknefs, and wrap it in a thin thread orrib
bon, made of the fralk of a bindweed, fo that 
only a [mall tuft remains at the end. All the hair 
on the head is difpofed exactly in the fame man
ner, fo that they have feveral hundred queues, 
three or four inches long, franding an end, and 
diverging every way,_ 

Like quills upon the fretful porcupine. SHAK E SPEA RE. 

If thefe parcels are a little longer, from five to 
eight or nine inches, they hang down on both 
fides of the head, and in that caie, the wearer 
firongly refembles a river-god, with his lank 
hair all [oaked and dripping. Some however, 
and particularly thofe who have woolly hair, 
let it grow without torturing it into any par
ticular form, or, at fartheft, tie it in a bunch 
on the crown of the head with a leaf.. Moil: 
of them wear a thin frick or reed, aboVt nine 
inches long, .in their hair, with which they oc
cafionally dliturb the vermin that abound in 
their heads. A reed fet with cock's or owls 
feathers, is likewife fometimes fruck in the hair 
as an ornament. A few of them alfo wear a 
cap made of a. green plantane leaf, or of matted 
work, on their heads. Some twifr their beard 
into ~ ~i~d of a rope, but the greater number 
leave It m Its natural form. The cartilage be
tween the n01hils is commonly perforated, and 

. in 
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in the aperture, they wear a cylindrical frone, '774, 
or a bit of reed, half an inch thick. The ears AUGUST. 

are pierced with a very large hole" in which '-.r--J 
they wear a number of rings of tortoifeilieIl, or 
of a ~ece of white iliell an inch in diameter, 
and three quarter's of an inch broad. Some-
times one ring is fafrened within the other, fo 
as to form a kind of chain. Round their neck 
they fometimes pafs a frring, to which they 
faften a {hell, or ~ fmall cylindrical piece of 
green nephritic ftone, refembling that which is 
common at New Zeeland. On the left upper 
arm, they commonly wear a bracelet made of 
a piece of coco-nut-iliell, either eurioui1y carv-
ed, or plain and polifhed, between which they 
frequently ftick fome plant, as the euodia horten-
}is *, the croton variegalum, lycopodium pblegma-
'ria, vitex trt/olia, or a fpedes of epidrndrum. 
Some of them wear a belt, or faili of a kind of 
coarfe cloth, made of the inne~ bark of a tree, 
which is ~ommoflly of a dark cinnamon colour. 
Round their middle they tie a firing, and be-
low that, they employ the leaves of a plant like 
ginger t, for the fame purpofe, and in the fame 
manner as the natives of Mallicolh Boys, as 
foon as they attain the age of fix years, are al-
ready provided with thefe leaves, which feems 
to confirm, what I have obferved in regard to 
the Mallicollefe, viz. that they do not employ 
this covering from motives of decency. Indeed 
it had fo much the contrary appearance, that 
in the perf on of every native of Tanna or Mal-
licollo, we thought we beheld a living repre
(entation of that terrible divinity, who protetl:-
~d the orchards and gardens of the ancients. To 

complete 

.. See Fprfi:, Nov. Gener. Plantar. 
t Of the order of fcitamina. 
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complete the lift of their ornaments, I muil: 
T774- ··fi Th . A GUST JdJ their paints and mCI IOns. e pamts are 

'--y--J referved for the face; they are red ochre, white 
lir'e, and a colour fhining like black lead; all 
thefe they mix with coco-nut oil, and lay 
on the face in oblique bars, two or three inches 
broad. The white colour is feldom employed, 
but the red and black is more frequent, and 
fometimes each covers one half of the face. 
The inciuons are chiefly made on the upper 
arm, and the belly, and fupply the place of 
punctures, which are common in the lighter
coloured race of men, who inhabit the Friendly 
and Society lOands, New Zeeland, Eafi-er mand, 
and the M:uque[as. They cut the flefh with a 
bamboo, or fharp fhell, and apply a particular 
plant, which forms an elevated fcar on the fur
face of the ikin, after it is healed. Thefe fears 
are formed to reprefent flowers, and other fan
cied figures, which are deemed a great beauty 
by the natives A fingle man only was obferv
ed, who had a figure punctured on his breaft, 
which appeared to have been performed in the 
[arne manner as among the nations aboveenume
rated. 

The weapons which the men of Tanna con
ftantly carry are bows and arrows, clubs, darts 
and flings. Their young men are commonly 
flingers and archers, but thofe of a more ad
vanced age make ufe of clubs or darts. The 
bows are made of the beft club-wood (cafuarina) 
v~ry ftrong and elaftic. They polifh them very 
highly, and perhaps rub them with oil from 
time to time, in order to keep them in repair. 
Their arrows are of reed, near four feet long. 
The fame black wood, which the Mallicollefe 
employ for the point, is likewiCe made u(.~ of 
at Tanna; but the whole point, which is fre-

quently 
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quently above a foot long, is jagged or bearded 1774· 
on two or three fides. They have likewife ar- AUGUST. 

rows with three points, but thefe are chiefly'---v'--J 
intended to kill birds and fifh. Their i1ings 
are made of coco-nut fibres, and worn round 
the arm or waift; they have a broad part for the 
reception of the ftone, of which the people carry 
with them feveral in a leaf. The darts or fpears 
are the third fort of miflile weapons at Tanna. 
They are commonly made of a thin, knotty, 
and ill-iliaped ftick, not exceeding half an inch 
in diameter, but nine or ten feet long. At 
the thickeft end they are iliaped into a triangu-
lar point, fix or eight inches long, and on each 
corner there is a row of eight or ten beards or 
hooks. Thefe darts they throw with great ac" 
curacy, at a iliort diftance, by the help of a 
piece of plaited cord, four or five inches 10Ilg, 
which has a knob at one end, and an eye at the 
other. They hold the dart between the thumb 
and fore-finger, having previouDy placed th'::! 
latter in the eye of the rope, the remaining part 
of which is Dung round the dart, above the hand, 
and forms a kind of noofe round it, ferving :0 

guide and confine the dart in its proper diretti-
on, when it is once projetted. I have feenone 
of thefe darts thrown, at the diftance of ten or 
twelve yards, into a ftake four inches in dia-
meter, with fuch violence, that the jagged 
point was forced quite through it. The lame 
thing may be [aid of their arrows; at eight or 
ten yards diftance they ilioot them very accu-
rately, and with great force; but as they are 
cautious of breaking their bows, they [eldom 
draw them to the fullftretch, and therefore at 
twenty-five or thirty yards their arrows have 
little effect, and are not to be dreaded_ The 
clubs are referved for clofe engagement, and 

every 
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1774. every grown man carries one of them, befide~ 
AUGUsT·fome of the miffile weapons. They are of four 
~ or five different fhapes. The mofi valuable are 

made of the caJuarina, about four feet longy 

firaight, cvlindrical, highly polifhed, and knob
bed at each end. One knob, which they grafp 
in the hand, is round, but the other, with which 
they firike, is cut out into the figure of a fiar, 
with many prominent points. Another fort of 
clubs are about fix feet long, and have a great 
knob or lateral excrefcence at one end, which 
appears to belong to the root. Thefe are made 
of hard wood, but of a greyifh colour. A third 
kind is about five feet long, and has a flat piece, 
eight or ten inches long, projecting at right an
gles, which greatly refembles a farrier's fleam 
in fhape, and is formed with a very fharp edge. 
A fourth is exactly like this, but has one of 
thefe flat blades on each fide of the handle. 
Lafily, a fifth is fimply a piece of coral rock, 
about eighteen inches long, and two in diame
meter, rudely fhaped into a cylinder. Some
times this is likewife made ufe of as a miffile 
weapon. 

We faw but few women on this day, and 
thofe who appeared kept at a great difiance 
from us; however they all feemed ill favoured y 

and of fmaller ftature than the men. The 
y~ung girls had only a firing tied about the 
ml?dle, with a liltle wifp of dry gralfes fafiened 
to It, before and behind; but thofe of a matur
er a~e wore a iliort petticoat made of leaves. 
Their ears were hung full of tortoifefhell rings, 
and necklaces of fbells fell on -their bofom. 
Some of the oldeft had caps made of plantane-
leaf, or of matted work, but this head-drefs was 
rather uncommon. 

Towards-
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Towards noon the greater part of the natives 1774. 
left the beach, as the weather grew very hot,AuGusT. 
and the hour of taking food was approaching. "--v--J 
"! e likewife embarked, having filled a quan-
tity of frefh water, and returned to dine on 
board. 

About three in the afternoon we went afhore 
again, and did not find a fingle man on the 
beach. At a confiderable diftance to the eaft
ward we faw about thirty fitting under the 
{hade of their palms, but they did not care to 
come towards us. We took this opportunity 
of rambling about two or three hundred yards 
into the country, where we collected feveral 
new plants. We found that part of the plain, 
at the foot of the level hill, was uncultivated. 
and filled with a variety of fpontaneous fhrubs 
and trees, but did not venture far out of the 
reach of protection, as we were not yet upon 
a fure footing with the natives. Having pafTed 
fame time in the bullies, we walked towards 
the people whom we had oblerved feated on the 
grafs. Our friend Paw-yangom met us about 
halfway, and prefented my father with a little 
pig, for which he received a large nail, and a 
piece of Taheitee cloth in return. This good 
old man now accompanied us to our boats, 
where captain Cook had given orders to haul 
the feine. By degrees the natives whom we 
had feen, all came towards us unarmed, and 
converfed with us, as well as they could, with 
the greateft cordiality. Our filbermen were 
extremely fuccefsful, and took upwards of three 
hundred weight of mullets and other filb *. 
Paw-yangom feemed greatly defirous of obta~n-

mg 

.. Particularly a fort common in the Weft Indies, and 
there called ten-pounders (eflx argenteus. N. S.) 
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1774. ing [orne of them; a~d :ve m~de him exceed· 
AUGUsT'ingly happy, by gratIfYIng hIS defire. About 
'--v--J {unfet we returned in high fpirits with our cap': 

ture, it being a long time fince"ve had been 
able to provide a freOl meal for the whole /hip's 
company. 

The volcano which had played at long inter. 
vais in the morning, entirely ce;;t[ed its explo-

Sund.7. fions in the afternoon. The next morning, 
however, at four o'clock, it began to blaze up 
again; [orne fhowers of rain having fallen over 
night. Its fires afforded us a moft pl~afing and 
magnificent fight. The [moke, whIch flowly 
rolled up from time to time, in thick and heavy 
volumes, was coloured with all the various hues 
of yellow, orange, crim[on, and purple, which 
died away into a reddifh grey and brown. As 
often as a new explofion happened, the whole 
country, with its fhaggy forefl:s, was tinged 
with the [arne orange and purple, according 
to its dil1ance, or particular expo[ure to the vol· 
canic light. 

We landed after breakfaft. The natives, 
who were affembled in great. crouds, though 
not near [0 numerous as the day before, did 
not attempt to hinder our landing, but imme· 
diately made way for us. Captain Cook bow
ever found it neceffary to ftretch ropes again 
on both fides, in order to keep our' back free 
from them. The greater part ftill refufed to 
fell th::ir arms; but [orne were not [0 ftrict, 
and parted with both darts and [pears. My fa
ther gave Paw-yangom a hatchet for the pig 
wh!ch he ha? received the day before, and ex
plamed to hIm the u[e of it. He was extremely 
well plea[ed with it, and iliewed it to his coun· 
trymen" Many of them made figns to us that 
they wanted the [arne prefent, which we pro-

mired 
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mifed them, if they would bring us hogs; but J7'14. 
this offer was entirely unfuccefsful A tent was AUGus'1'o 

erecited this day, v,here Mr; Wales, the aftronb- "-V--J 
mer, made his obfervations. A few of the na-

. tives were in high fpirits, and danced about; 
fhaking their darts at [orne of our people, but 
the reft remained very quiet. At noon captain 
Cook returned on board with us, leaving the 
lieutenant of marines with his men on {hare. 
We had not been long on board, before we 
heard a mufket fired, and raw the natives di[
turbed. However, they were [oon pacified, and 
returned to their former ftation. All our people 
came off about three of the clock, in order to dine 
on board. We then heard that one of the in ... 
habitants had offended the officer, by making 
the fame unmannerly gefture with which we had 
been challenged the day before. Upon this he 
was fhot in the thigh, and made off into the 
woods. His countrymen likewife prepared to 
run away, but their old people pacified them. 

The fuccds of the preceding afternoon tempt .. 
ed us to haul the feine a fecond time this even
ing, by which means we got about forty-eight 
pounds of fiih. When we landed we faw very 
few natives, but in a iliort time they collected 
near us in great crouds, moil: of them without 
any arms, having left them in the buihes, pro
bably to pleafe Us. Towards [unfet they all dif
perfed, and only a few remained, who came up 
and told us that they wanted to go to fleep. We 
made figns to them to depart, and they all left 
lIS imm<2diately. We thought we might explain 
this behaviour as a kind of ceremony, and that 
they did not think it civil to leave their guefts 
alone in their own country. This circumftance 
would imply, that they have ideas of propriety 

VOL. II. R and 
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177+' and decency, which we fhould hardly have eX"
AUGUH. peEted amona an uncivilized people. 
~ The next ~arning Dr. Sparrman, with my 

father and myfelf, landed under til:: fteep moun
tain on the weft fide of the bay, where a party 
of failors were fent to load fhingles for ballaft. 
A litLle fwell 'came in upon the (hore in this 
place which obliged us to wade through the fmf. 
On the fteep fides of the hill we gathered feve
ral new plants, andflid down the precipice fe
veral times. Diffet'ent forts of mtnerals·appear
eo in th~s place. The principal ftmta of the 
fleep bill confift of a ij:>ecies of clay, very foft,. 
and crumbling in pieces when expo[ed to the 
air and moifhue. \Ve al(o found a fpecies of 
black fand-ftone, a fubftance refembling rotten-
frone (lapis juillus), ar.d fome pieces of chalk,. 
which were either pure, or tinged wi,h a red-
difh colour, perhaps al'ifing from particles of 
iron. VV-e \valked feTeral hundred ya!rds along 
the beach, towards the weft peint of tbe harbour, 
and at laft feeing a path \vhi'ch led up the hill, 
prepared to advan-ee into the country, when W~ 
were met by a number of natives, who were all· 
:l!"med. v.,r e then rejoined onr party, who load
ed ballait, and traded wi·th the natives for a few 
fugar-canes and coco-nuts. They all fat down· 
on the rocks near ns;, and one of them, to whom 
the reft paid fome deferer:ce, exchanged names 
with my father. He \vo.s called Oomb-y:gan. 
This cllftom of making friendfhip, by a reci
procal exchange of names, is common ill all the 
fouthern iflands \".hich we had hitherto \ ifited, 
and in rea.liey has fomethi-ng in it very engaging 
and affeebonate. After havinQ; been in this man
ner adopted anlOng the nacives, we continued 
upon the bell terms imaginable, and coHeaed 
great fupplements to· the \"OCc10~1l::::·y. They 

made 
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made us a prefent ~f fome leaves of a fig, which In+
had been wrapped In banana-leaves, and frewed. AUGu.r. 
They were extremely well tafted, and miaht be ~ 
eaten as a fubf1:itute ror our fpinach. W~ like-
wife obtained two large plantanes of the coarfer 
fort; which proved, that even here the fpirit of 
hofpitality is natural to the inhabitants. The 
women and children brought down thefe dainties 
from the hills, and pre{ented them to us; but 
they wete fo extremely timorous, that if we on-
ly fixed our eyes upon them, they inftantly ran 
away, to the great entertainment of the men. 
However, their coming fo near us, was fufficient 
proof that we had made great progrefs towards 
gaining their confidence. We obferved fome of 
them which had a fmile on their countenance; 
but in general they looked gloomy al1d melan-
choly. They had ear-rings and necklaces like 
the men, and the married women wore caps of 
matted work. The greater part of them had 
nofe jewels of white frone. Whenever we pre ... 
fented a bead, a nail, or ribbon to any of the 
people, they refufed to touch it, but defired us 
to lay it down, and then took: it up in a leaf. 
Whether this was owing to fome fuperf1:itiolls 
notions, or to a fancied idea of c1eanlinefs, or 
of civility, muft remain a matter of doubt. 
Towards noon our party re-embarked, and we 
went on board with them, the greateft part of 
the natives having already retired to their dwel-
li<1gs on the hill. The afternoon was [pent in 
fifhing again, but without our former fuccefs, 
for we only caught about two dozen of fiih; 
after many repeated hauls of the net. The 
natives on the beach were very numerous; and 
their pre[ence made it improper for us to ramble 
far into the woods. We therefore confined OlU-

R 2 [elves 
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1774. [elves to the fkj·rts, and collected a few words of 
AUGUST. their language. 
"--y---J We returned to the hlme place the next mom
Tuef 9· j.ng, where our people had. loaded bailaft the 

day before. V!e climbed about the roc~s for 
leveral bours In the heat of the day, without 
much filcccis; and were only tantalized by the 
appearance of a rich [orell:, into which we could 
not venture to advance with any degree of pru
dence. Before We returned on board again, we 
difcovered a hot fpring coming out of the rock 
clofe to the water's edge. We had no thermo
meter at hand; but the degree of heat was fuch, 
that we could not bear to hold a finger in the 
water above a tingle fecond. As foon as we had 
returned to the fuip at noon, captain Cook like
wife came from the watering party, and biOUght 
('me of the natives with him in his boat. We 
tOon difcovered hlm to be the fame youngmant 

who bad fllewed fa much cGolne[s and bravery 
on the firft day of our arrival, by remaining io 
his canoe, when near two hundred of his couo
t.rymen leaped into the fea at the difcharge of 
a cannon, (fee p. 224): He told us hi.s name 
was Fannokko, and enquired for our names, 
which he endeavoured to remember. He, as 
well as all his countrymen, bad not the fame 
facility of pronunciation as the Mallicollefe; we 
were therefore obliged to tell bim our names, 
modi~:d accor~ing to the foft-::r organs of the 
'fahel-oans. HIS features were rather handCome; 
his eyes large, and very lively; and the whole 
countenance exprefied good-humdur, fp6ghtli
~efs, and acutenefs. To mention only a fingle 
mftance of his ingenuity; it happened that my 
father and captain Cook, on comparing their 
vocabularies, difcovered that each had colleCted 
fl different word to lignify the iky; theyappeal-

ed 
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ed to him, to know which of the two expreflions 1774· 
was right; be prefently held out one hand, and AuG UST. 

~pplied it to one of the words, then moving the ~ 
other hand under it, he pron:mnced the feco.1d 
word; ,intimating that the upper was properly 
the fky, and the lower the clouds which moved 
under it. He likewife gave us the names of fe..
veraliflands in the neighbourhood. That from 
which we came to Tanna, and on which captain 
Cook had an unhappy difference with the na-
tives, he called Irromanga. The low iOand. 
which we had paffed in ftanding in to this har-
bour he named Immer; a high iDand, which we 
had difcovered to the eail: of Tanna, on the 
fame day, Irronan; and another to the fouth, 
which we had not yet feen, Anattom. He fat 
down to dinner with us, and tafted of our f~tlt 
pork, but did not eat more than a !Ingle morfel 
of it. Some yams, fried in lard, or fimply 
boiled, he relifhed better; but he ate very fpar-
ingly upon the whole, and finifhed his repaft 
with a fmall portion of pye, mad~ of dried and 
worm eaten apples, which feemed to be very 
agreeable to his palate. He alCo tafted a little 
wine after dinner; but though be drank it with-
out fhewing any diflike, he did not choofe to 
take a fecond glafs. His manners at table were 
extremely becoming and decent; and the only 
practice which did not appear quite cleanly in 
our eyes, was his making ufe of n ftick, which 
he wore in his hair, inftead of a fork, with 
which he occafionally fcratched his head. As 
his hair was dreffed in the higheft falbion of the 
country, a la pore-epic, greaCed with oil and 
paint, our ftomachs were fo much the more ea-
fily offended· thouah Fannokko had not the , b 

leaft notion that fuch an actton was reprehen-
[lble. & 

After 
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17i4' After dinner we w~lked .about the decks,with 
AUGUST. him and fbewed hIm dIfferent parts ot the 
'-y--J fbip~ He [oon fixed his eyes on one of our 

Taheitian dogs, which he called hooga, hog; a 
fure fign that dogs are unknown in his country. 
He [eemed [0 defirous of poffefEng this crea,. 
ture that captain Cook made him ~ prefent of 
one' of each fex. Befides this, he received a 
hatchet, a large piece of Taheitee cloth, fame 
fpike-nails, medals, and other trinkets of lefs -
value, with which we carried him back to thy 
fbore, happy beyond expreilion. As foon as he 
landed he left the beach with his riches, and 
walked into the coul1try to his home. 

We took a walk to the eafl ward along the 
fhore of the bay, and looked into the groves 
which fkirted the flat hill, of which I have fpaken 
above. 'ATe found thefe groves to confift of 
coco-palms, and feveral fpecies of fbqdy fig
trees, with eatable fruits, nearly of the fize of 
com mop figs. We aHo obferved (everal fbeds, 
under which fame of their canoes Were fecured 
from the fuI). and weather; but there were no 
habitations, except towards tbe eafrern point, 
We were frill above three hundred yards from 
thence, when a great number of natives came 
and-begged us not to go farther; forne likewife 
ran to captain Cook, and pointing to us, defirec\ 
him tc» recall us. We returnec\ to our party" 
;1nd endeavoured to penetrate into the country, 
i mm:::diately at the back of our waterers. We:; 
found a path, which led through a variety of 
bullies, upon the flat hills. In our way to it, 
:ve croiled [orne glades, or meadows, enclofe~ 
l~ woods on all fides, and covered with a very 
n~h h~rbage o~ the moft vivid green. On our 
afcendlllg the hIll, we were met by three natives, 
who endeavoured to per[uade us to return; bqr 

feeing 
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feeing us reColved 'to proceed, they accompanied 1774. 
us. We paffed through a little airy grove, into ~U5 T 

Ieveral extenfiveplantations of bananas, yams, r--J 

eddoes, and fig-trees, which were in fome places 
enclofed in fences of ftone two feet high. IN e 
heard the fmf beating on the (bore to the fouth, 
,and feeing the three natives very uneafy atom 
,progrefs, we t'Old them we only wilbed to bebold 
the fea. They led us to a little eminence, from 
whence we got fight of it, 2.nd of an iiland eig11t 

or ten leagues dil1ant, vvhich was the fame that 
Fannokko had named Anattorn. It appeared to 
be of confiderable height; and though not of 
the fame extent as Tanoa, was probably ::lbout 
ten or twelve leagues in ciretiit. Having feen 
this iiland, the nati ves invi ted us to go on far-
ther ipland .vith them, with the fame eagcrneis 
which they had before expre{fcd to keep us back; 
but as we took notice, that one of them was rent 
before the reft, we did not care to trufr t·heir in-
vitations at that time, which might however, for 
-aught I know, have been very friendly and ho-
neft. We retreated therefore gradually to the 
beach, having picl(edup a n.ew pla,nt, aod feen 
fo mUf::h ·of the .country Q as only made us more 
defirous ofe~amining it. Our people had one::: 
more tried their luck in fi/bing, but were nnt 
by far fo fortunate as the firft time. The na-
tives attended to their method of halllilJg the 
net, and from their geftures, we learnt th2t they 
are unacquainted with this contrivance, and only 
dart or /boot with arrows at the fin1, when they 
rife near the fur face of the water. They never 
failed to beg for fome fi(b as often as ourp,eo-
'ple hauled the feine, which is [orne confirmatIon 
that they rarely catch or fhike them. As often 
as they took notice of any thing new to them, 
they broke Ol,lt into the interjeCl:ioD, hCfZ,;;U { 

7111:] 
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1774- They likewife made ufe of the fame word, when 

AUGUoT. they were fuddenly furprifed, when t~ey admir~ 
'--y---J ed, or diili\).ed, or coveted any thmg. The 

. diiferent tOQe and gefture with which it was ei
ther drawled out, or quickly repeatecl feveral 
times in a breath, ftrongly marked the various 
affeCtioQs of the mind. They [~apped their 
fingers at the fame time, efpecially when they 
expreffed their admiratioQ. 

Wedn.lo. We went on fhore at the watering-place the 
, next morning, immediately after breakfaft. A 

party of our people had beep. there ever fince 
day-break, and told ns thty had fee~ many of 
the nati v'es pailing by them, from ~he eaftem 
part of the bay, loaded with bundles, which 
they carried into the country. Our men wer(: 
pf opinion that they had aCtually remqved, in 
prder to remain undifturbed, and out of the 
reach of our fire-arms; but as we never foun~ 
many habitations on this part of the ibqre, Otlr 

arrival might at firf( have drawn togethel a num
per of pe.;ple from other parts of the iOand, 
who occafionally lodged in the woods therelk 
bouts, but now returned to their own dwellings1 
feeing that no farther mifchief was to be appre
hended from theftrangers, who h~d artived 
among them, We endeavoured to conquer 
their diffidence more and more, by counting 0/1 
our ~ngers, that we only intended to remain a 
certam number of days on the iiland; and we 
fou~d that the~ w.ere always much pleafed anq 
pacified by thiS Iqtelligen~e. I~ muft be ob
ferved~ however, that all thofe who carried load~ 
this morning were women, whilft the men walk
ed on unc~ncerneclly withollt any incumbrance, 
e:ccept their arms. It fhould appear from this 
~trcum~ance, that the people of Tanna are not 
yet arnveq. at thaf advanceq ftate, which diftin-

~uifhes, 
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guifues the natives of the Society and Friendly 1774. 
Wands. All favage nations have the general AUGUST. 

charaCter of ufing the other fex with great un-~ 
kindnefs and indignity, obliging them to per-
form all forts of laborious, and humiliating ope-
rations. 

The removal of the natives was foon difcerni
ble, as thofe who c;:ame on the beach to us, were 
in very fmall f).umbers. We therefore took the 
opportunity of walking OUt upon the plain, be
hind the watering-place. We met with (everal 
ponds of ftagnant water, in which the natives 
had planted great quantities of eddoes (arum) . 

.. The coco-palms formed fpacious groves, full of 
(iifferentilirubberies, where a great numb:::r of 
birds of different forts, chiefly fly-catchers, 
creepers, and partoquets refided. We raw like
wife many lofty trees, covered with nuts, which 
are common at Tah::itee, (inocarpuJ, Nov. Gen.) 
Thefe trees were commonly the reran oF-pigeons 
of different kinds, and chiefly of the fort which 
:;lre to be met with at the Friendly Wands, where 
the natives catch and tame them. It fhould 
feem· that the inhabitants of Tanna likewife 
praCtife fowling; for one of our lieutenants iliot 
a pigeon this day, which had two very long 
White feathers fafIened to its tail by fhings; he 
had believed it to be a new and fingular [pecies 
of bi rd, ti II he d i [covered. the artifice. We 
met with rome natives on this excurfion, who 
told us, that one of our people had killed two 
pigeons; but this intelligence was only valuable 
to us, on account of the language in which it 
was conveyed, which was exactly the fame with 
~hat fpoken at the Friendly lf1ands. It appeared 
to us that he made ufe of this language, in or
der to be more intelligible to us, having fre
q4entlyobferved that we pronounced fevent! 

. words 
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I7H. words of it. We expreifed fome furprize how· 
AUGUST. ever, at his knowledge, and he then repeated 
'--v---' the fame meaning in the language of Ta:103, 

which was totally diftinCl: from the other. He 
added at the fame time, that the former lan
guage was fpo.ken at the ifland of Irronan, which 
lies (even or eIght leagues to the eaft of Tanna *. 
Perhaps a colony of the fame race, who i.nhabit 
the Friendly mands, and all the eafterly 1i1ands 
of the South Pacific Ocean, may have fettled 
on that ifland; or perhaps the natives of Irronan 
keep up a communication with the Friendly 
mands, by means of fome liles unknown to us, 
lying between them. 

We made another excurfion in the afternoon, 
and (aw but few inhabitants in our way, though 
we advanced near three miles on the plain. We 
always told them, that we wanted to kill birds, 
and they immediately went on without giving us 
any uneaune(s. We thot indeed a number of 
fmall birds, but the grafs was (0 thick that we 
10ft aIm oft all of them. We paffed by fame 
plantations of 'bananas and fugar-canes, but faw 
no houfes, the greateft part of the ground be· 
ing uncultivated, and covered with fhady forefts, 
or low fhrubberies. At the end of the plain we 
obferved a long, and fpacious valley, from 
whence we faw a great number of f.'11okes rif
ing, and heard the promifcuous voices of many 
men, women, and children. We ftood in a 
path, on both fides of which were thick fbrub
beries; and the vale itfelf was fo full of groves, 
that we neither faw the people, whofe voice& 
we heard, nor any of their dwellings. It being 
late in the evening, we proceeded no farther, 

and 

'" He likewife acquainted us, that Irronan was fometime~ 
called F ootoona. 
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.and wi ,hout difcovering ourfelves, retreated to 1774· 

the beach. ~ 
The volcano had be~n quiet ever fince the 

7th, and though it continued to emit fmoke 
from time to time, yet the rumbling had en
tirely ceafed. The fire within the crater, frill 
however illuminated the clouds of fmoke. We 
had heavy, and almoft continual rains all night. 
In the morning we landed on the beach, and faw 
hut few inhabitants; we therefore repaired to its 
weil:ernmofr ,.urier, where we had obferved a 
path which led to the freep hill on the wefr fide 
of the bay. V/e afcended by very eary freps, 
through the moil: delightful groves of fpontane
ous trees and fhrubs, which every where fpread 
a fragrant and refreflling fmell. Several kinds 
of ,flowers embellifhed the tufted foliage, and 
the mofr beallliful bindweeds climbed like ivy to 
the fummits of the talleft trees, and adorned 
,them with garlan.ds of blue and purple bloffoms. 
A number of birds twittered round us, and gave 
life to a fcene, which would without them have 
been inanimate. Indeed, we did not fee a fin
gle native on the firft Dope of this hill, nor did 
we meet with any plantations. Having walked 
up about half a mile by different windings, we 
came to a little glade, covered with delicate her
bage, and furrol1nded with the moft beautiful 
wild trees of the WDod. Here the fun fhone 
exceffively hot upon us, the place being en
tirely fheltered from winds. A fulphureous 
fmell however, foon betrayed a kind of fteam 
riling out of the ground. which added to the 
heat of the place, There was a little mound of 
whitifh earth, which looked as if it were cal
careous, on the left fide of the path, almoft bid 
by the branches of feveral forts of wild fig trees, 
that throve luxuriantly in this neighbourhood. 

From 
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1774. From this mound we faw a vapour, or fteam rif

AUGUST. ina continually; the earth was fo hot, that we 
'--v---' co~Jd hardly bear to ftand upon it, and we found 

it impregnated with native fulphur. ·When we 
ftirred in the white earth, we found the fteam 
coming up fafter; and on tafting it, we ob
ferved a ftyptic or aftrin~ent quality, like that 
of alum in it. From thlS place we walked on a 
great way higher, and came to another open 
place, which lay on the flope, and was rather 
barren Here likewife we found two other 
fpots, 'which emitted fteam, but not in" fuch 
quantities as the £lrft, nor fo ftrongly fcented. 
The earth which covered thefe folfatarras, was 
of the (ame nature as that on the £lrft, and had 
a greeni{h tinge from the fulphur with which it 
was penetrated. But in the neighbourhood of 
it, we found red ochre of the fame fort with 
that which the natives employ to paint their 
faces. The volcano was more loud than ever 
we had known it this day, and at every explo
fion we obferved the fteam rifing much more 
copioufly than before, in thick white clouds, 
from the folfatarras. This circumftance feerns 
to indicate, that they have a fubterraneous con
nection with, or are, by fome means unknown 
to us, affected by the convulfions of this burn
ing mountain. We remarked that this was the 
fecond time the explofions of the volcano had 
recommenced after {howers of rain; and were 
therefore led to fu[pect, that the rain in [orne 
meafure excites thefe explofions, by promoting 
or encreafing the fermentation of various mi
neraI fubftances in the mountain. Having con
te.mpl.ated there fingular Jpiracula, we mounted 
1bll hIgher, and diicovered a great number of 
plantations, in different parts of the foreil:. 
The path continued to be very good and eary 

of 
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of aCcent, furrounded on all fides by very fuady 1774. 
trees; but as foon as it approached the planta_AuGUST. 
tions, we loft it by fame means or other, and '-.r-J 
it feemed as if the natives had purpofely con-
trived it fa, in order to prevent being furprifed 
by their enemies. At laft we reached the fum-
mit of this hill, and went down the other fide of 
it, in a narrow lane between hedges of reeds, in 
fight of the fea, which wafhes the north·eaft 
coaft of the ii1and. In a little time we got fight 
of the volcano between the trees, and perceived 
that the walk which led to it, acrofs feveral hills 
and vallies, could not be lefs than two leagues 
long from our ftation. We faw its eruption 
however, and took notice of immen[e maifes of 
rock which it hurled upwards in the fmoke, and 
fome of which were at leaft as l'arge as the hull 
of our long-boar. We were thinking to go on 
towards it, as we had hitherto met with no bad 
accident, nor feen fa much as a fingle native on 
our walk;: however, our voices muft have alarm-
ed fome of them in the plantations along which 
we paffed, for we prefently heard one or two 
blowing on great conchs, which, among many 
favage nations, and particularly in the South 
Seas, are ured to alarm the country. At this 
found We inftantly refolved to retreat, and got 
fafely down to the folfatarra which we had laft 
difcovered, unfeen by any of the natives. Here 
we met a few of them coming up the hill from 
the fea fide, who feemed greatly furprifed to fee 
us fo far advanced into their receifes. We told 
them that we went about to ilioot birds, and de-
fired them to bring us fomething to drink. They 
went on without feeming to take much notice of 
our requeft; but after we had botanized on the 
fpot above a quarter of an hour, and were juft: 
preparing to defcend, we raw a- whole family of 

men, 
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) 7j4. men, women, and children, coming down with 
AUGUST. abundance of fugar-canes and two or three coco~ 
'---v--J nuts. vVe fat down, and after refretbing our

felves with thejuices which thefe vegetables con
tained, made our hofpitable f1 iends ieveral pre
rents with which they parted from us well con
tent:d. vVe went down with our acquifitions, 
and came on the beach when the boats were go
ing on board. The natives had now begun to 
trade with yams, fugar-canes, coco-nuts, and 
bananas; and though tbey only fupplied us fpar
inaly, yet we were highly pleafed even with this 
f~all beginning, hoping that in time we might 
obtain more conflderable fupplies. They fet no 
value on our iron-ware, but preferred Taheitee
cloth, fmall pieces of green nephritic ftone from 
New Zeeland, mother of pearl {hells, and, above 
all, pieces of tortoife-fhell. For thefe laft they 
fold their arms; at firft, parting only wi th darts 
and arrows, but afterwards difpoflng alfo of 
their bows and clubs. 

In the afternoon we landed, and walked along 
the fea-fhore towards the eaft point, where the 
natives had prevented our going on two days be
fore. We met fame of them, who talked with 
us a few moments; but whilft they ftood near 
us, we took notice of a fingle man fltting be
hind a tree, with his bow bent and the arrow 
P?inted to.wards us. As foon as he perceived 
hlmfelf dl[covered, and a muiket pointed at 
him, he threw his arms into the bufh and crept 
out to us, and I believe he really had no bad in
tent, though fuch kinds of jefts are not much 
to be trufted. Vie reached the eaftern point of 
the harbour, and there gathered fame beautifu~ 
red flowers, which had tempted us ever finee 
v:e came to an anchor; they belonged to a fpe
cles of yamboos or eugenia. As we were goir:g. 

to. 
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to crofs the point, and to proceed along the fhore 1774. 
beyond it, fifteen or twenty natives crouded a- AUGUST. 

bout us, and begged us with the greateft ear-"'~ 
neftnefs to return. We were not much inclined 
to comply with their demand, but they repeat-
ed their intreaties, and at laft made figns that 
we thould be killed and eaten. The fame gef-
tures, though much lefs unintelligible, had been 
made to us two days before, but we had paid 
very little attention to them, unwilling, upon 
fuch i1ight teftimony, to fuppofe that they had 
any idea of anthropophagy. However, at pre-
fent we could no longer be miftaken; for, hav-
ing pretended to mifunderftand them, and mak-. 
jng them h::lieve that we thought they offered us 
fome provifions, we began to move forward, and 
expre{[ed that we lhould be glad to eat fome-
thing. They were very eager to undecei ve us, 
and thowed, by figns, how they killed a man, 
cut his limbs a[under, and feparated the fieCh 
from the bones. Laftly, they bit their own 
arms, to exprers more clearly that they eat 
human fiefh. \Ve turned from the point, but 
walked towards a hut which we obferved about 
fifty yards from it, where the ground began to 
rife. Here feveral of them, feeing us advance, 
took up arms out of the hut, perhaps to force 
llS to return. It was not our wifh to offend 
thefe people in their own country, and therefore 
we checked a fpirit of curiofity, which might 
have proved fatal to fome of them, if they had 
obliged us to defend our lives. The moti yes for 
purflling our difcoveries on this point were ~ot, 
however, of a trifling nature. Every mornmg, 
at day-break, we heard a i10w folemn fong or 
dirge fung on this point, which lafted more than 
a quarter of an hour. It feemed to be a reli-
gious aCt, and gave us great reafon to fufpecl 

that 
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1774. that fame phice of worlhip was concealed in 
AUGUST. thefe grove~, and tbe cunil:~nt endeavours of the 
'--v--' natives to keep us from tbls place, greatly coo

firmed us in tbis fuppofition. Having walked 
back a little way, we refolved to get upoo the 
flat hill in a place wbere the afcent was eafy, 
and where, being very near the point, we hoped 
to be able to make fame obfervations. 'When 
we had reached the top, whicb was about thirry
five or forty feet perpendicular in height, we 
foulld our(elves in a fpacious plantation, chiefly 
confifting of innumerable banana-trees. We 
found itinterfperfed with coco palms and other 
tall and tufted trees, which entirely impeded 
the profpect on all fides, and feparated from 
otber plantations by various fences of reeds, ve
ry neatly made, much refembling tbofe or Ton
ga-Tabboo and Namoka. Here the natives 
began to repeat tbeir threats, and, if poilible, 
made it more plain to us than before, tbilt we 
fuould be killed and eaten if we went all. We 
told them we only wiibed to fuoot {orne birds, 
but they did not feem to pay much attention to 
this excufe, and 1 know not whether we Ihould 
11ave made any difcoveries this afternoon, if the 
little friendly old man, Paw-yangom, had not 
luckily met us. We expreifed reciprocal joy on 
finding each other, and the old man immedi
ately condut1f'd us along the edge of the hill 
towards its weftern extremity Here we {inv 
great numbers of fig-trees, which the natives 
cultivate for the fake of the fruit and the leaves. 
They are of two or three different kinds, and 
one fort, in particular, bears figs of the COID

man fize, which are woolly, like peaches, on 
t.he outfide, and have a beautiful crimfon pulp 
~l~e pomegranates. They are fweetilh and 
JUICY, but, upon the whole, rather infipid. 

The 
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The yamboos, (eugenia,) a cooling watery fruit, 177-4· 
of the fize of pears, but with an agreeable tart. AUGUST. 

nefs, likewife grew here in great abundance on ~ 
large trees; and we alfo obferved fome fine cab
bage-palms, (areca oleracea') We advanced in-
to a little thicket of various flowering fhrubs, 
and in a few minutesJound ourfelves on a fine 
open area not lees than an hundred yards fquare, 
on the /kirts of wbich we faw three habitations 
of the natives. Many lofty trees, richly fur. 
nithed with foliage, made this rece[s impenetra-
ble to the eye from the outfide. Among the 
reft we noticed an immenfe wild fig-tree in one 
corner of the green, of which the frem was 
three yards in diameter, and the branches [pread 
at leaft forty yards on all fides in the moft piau. 
refque manner. . At the foot of this beautiful 
tree,. which was frill in full vigour, we raw a 
[mall family feated round a fire, on which they 
roafted [orne yams and bananas. They ran away 
into their huts at fight of us, but Paw-yangom 
telling them they had nothing to fear, they came 
out again; the women and girls, however, re-
mained at a great diftance, and only peeped at 
us behind the bufhes. We fat down with them, 
and they offered us fome of their provillons, 
with the fame hofpitality which we had experi-
enced in other iOands. Their huts were, pro-
perly fpeaking, large fheds, of which the roof 
reaches down to the very ground, and forms a 
ridge at top. They are open at both ends. 
having only a fmall enclofure or railing of reeds 
and fticks about eighteen inches high. The 
height of the ridge in the largeft was nine or ten. 
feet, and the width on the floor between the 
roofs nearly the fame. The length, however, 
was confiderable, and exceeded five and thirty; 
feet. The conftruaion of thefe huts is very 

VOL. IL S fimple; 
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1774. fimple; two rows of ftakes are placed'in the 

AUGUST. ground, bending towar~s each other, and thole 
-v---' which are oppo!ite are tied together. Over thete 

they lay (everal mats, mad~ of coco-nut leaves, 
\\ hich form a thatch (ufficlent to defend them 
from the inclemencies of the air. \\'e law no 
manner of utenfils or furniture in thefe hOllIes. 
The floor was covered with dry grals, and a few 
mats of palm-leaves lay (pread in different parts. 
,Ve likewile obferved that all the infide was 
blackened by fmoke, and found in every hut 
the veftiges of feveral fire-places. In the middle 
of the area, we faw three tall poles ftanding 
clole together, which were made of the ftems 
of coco-palms, and connected together by means 
of tranCerfe laths at the top. A vaft number cf 
fmall fticks were faftened acrofs them from the 
top to within nine' or ten feet of the bottom, 
and thefe were hung with old coco,nuts. As 
they make ufe of the oil in the kernel, and em
ploy the /hell for bracelets, they probably keep 
them in this place to feafon them. All the ikins 
of the flat hill, where we faw no habitation, are, 
as I have already obferved, well ftocked with im
menfe numbers of wild coco palms, and the 
ground underneath them is covered with nuts, 
of which as it /hould feem they take the trouble 
to collect only an inconfiderable quantity. Lit
tle bits of their cloth, which they wear as [ailies 
or belts, were [ulpended on the bullies which 
furrounded the green; and the prelents which 
Paw-yangom had received, among which was a 
I_aced hat, liiere placed in the [arlJe rr:anner like 
to many trophies. This was a convincing proof 
to me of the general honefty of the people to
wa:ds eae:} other. At Tahei tee they are already 
obl~ged t.? fl:fpend their goods to the roofs of 
,hel[ hou!es, In order to keep d:em out of the 

reach 
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reach of thieves; but here they are fafe on every t 774· 
buib. It muf!: be obferved likewife, in con- AUGUST. 

firmation of this remark, that during our f!:ay'--v--J 
among the people of Tanna, we had not a fin-
gle inftance of their f!:ealing the leaf!: trifle from 
anyone of our people. The natives having ob-
{erved, that though we looked into their huts, 
we did not attempt to do any hun, to difplace 
or take any thing, foon became more reconciled 
to our appearance, and the boys, from fix to 
fourteen years, who had hitherto kept aloof; 
ventured to come near, and fuffered us to feize 
their hands. We dif!:ributed medals with filk 
ribbons to them, and gave them handkerchiefs 
of Taheitee cloth~ which entirely conciliated 
their affeCtion, and bani!hed referve and the re-
mains of apprehenfion. Dif!:ruf!: and fufpicion, 
are not yet known to the boy; he is frank and 
honeft, and thinks every body is like himfelf. 
We learnt all their names, and preferved them 
in memory, and it- can hardly be thought how 
much this little artifice affifted us in gaining their 
good graces; they were oveljoyed that we re
membered them, and came running as often as 
~e called. Having fpent fome time with them, 
we got up to return to the beach, and o!d P~w
yangom, who did not care to go down, It beIng 
very near {un-fet, gave directions to two or 
three young men to !hew us the nearef!: path. 
We took leave of him very heartily, and made 
{orne addition to the prefents he had already re-
ceived. In our way we told our condud:ors, 
pointing to the coco-palms near the beach, that 
we were dry, and !hould be glad to tafte fome 
of them. Upon this they immediately led us 
into another path, where a number of palms fl:ood 
in the midf!: of the plantation. From thence 
they took fome nuts, and prefented them to us, 

. S 2 which 
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1774. which we interpreted as a mark of great good
AUG UST. nature; but when we tafted the liquor, we 
'--v---' found that they had done us a particular kind

nefs or civility, it being infinitely more delici· 
ous than that of the nuts near the beach. We 
now looked at the trees, and finding them in 
very fine order, concluded that thofe below 
were wild; but thefe, planted and brought to 
perfection by the care of the inhabitants. It is 
well known that by means of cultivation the 
coco-palm, as well as all other trees, is made 
fitter for domeftic purpofes; and the ]avllnefe 
have many varieties, of which the nuts are much 
improved *. The fort which is ufual in the 
Society Iflands is one of the beft, and likewife 
owes its excellence to culture; nor do I remem
ber to have feen any variety there refembling 
the wild palms of Tanna, which thrive even on 
the mountains. Having been well refrefhed 
through the benevolence of our friendly Indians, 
we proceeded towards the beach, and in a few 
minutes rejoined our watering-party there, by 
a path which led us directly down. Here we re
warded our conductors to the beft of our power, 
and embarking in a boat returned to the lbip 
for the enfl1ing night. 

The fingular nature of the folfatarra on the 
weftern hill fo much attracted our attention, 
that we haftened thither ao-ain the next mom-
. 0 

mg, and Mr. Hodges was of the party. The 
volcano continued to thunder all the day, and 
threw up vaft quantities of minute black ailies, 
which, when more accurately examined, proved 
to be long needle-like and femitranrparent fherls. 
~he whole country was ftrewed with thefe par
tIcles, and tbey proved remarkably dangerous 

to 

'" See Hawkefworth, vol. In. 
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to our eyes in botanizing, as every leaf on the 1774. 
ifland was entirely covered with them. It may AUGUST. 

however be remarked, that the volcano and i:s '--v---J 
productions feem to contribute greatly to that 
prodigious luxuriance of vegetation which is 
fo remarkable on this ifland. Many plants here 
attain twice the height which they have in other 
countries; theil' leaves are broader, their flow-
ers larger, and more richly fcentC'd. The fame 
obfervation has been made in various volcanic 
countries. The foil of Vefuvius and Etna is 
reckoned the rooft fertile in Italy and Sicily; 
and fome of the beft flavoured wines which 
Italy produces are raifed upon it. The v~lca-
nic ground on the Habichtfwald, in He{fe, 
though fituated in a high, cold, and barren 
country, is furprifingly fertile, and covered 
with verdure. All kinds of plants, indigenous 
and foreign, thrive with luxuriance, and make 
t/lis beautiful fpot, on which the gardens of the 
landgrave are fituated, the admiration of all 
beholders. Nay, to connne ourfelves to our 
own voyage, the Society Wands, the Marque-
fas, and fome of the Friendly Iflands, where we 
found volcanic remain::;, as wel! as Ambrrym 
and Tanna, where we actually faw burning 
mountains, have a rich and fertile foil, in which 
nature difplays the magnificence of the vegeta-
ble kingdom. Eafl:er 111and itfelf, wholly over-
turned by fome volcani c eruption, produces 
different vegetables and ufeflll roots, without 
any other foil than flags, cinders, and pumice-
frones; though the burning heat of the JI.m, 
from which there is no fhelter, fhollid feem 
fufficient to fhrive! and deftroy every plant. 

\Ve foon reached the firft fmoking place, but 
feeing tbe natives fomewhat higher, we did not 
fl:op, and walke.d up to them. They were the 

fame 
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J in. (arne 'who h:1d behaved (0 well to us the day be
AUGUST·fore, and they now (ent {orne of their people 
'---v---' up into the country, as (oon as they (aw us. 

Mr. Hodaes Iketched (ome views, whilfi we 
paired OL1~ time in examining. (everal pla~t~, 
asd fi.lrpcnded a thermometer, with FahrenheIt s 
[calc, on a tree in the fhade. This thermome· 
ter fiood at 78° on board the fhip, at half an 
hour pafi eight, which was the time of our de
parture. Having been carried up cloCe to the 
body, it had riLen to 87"; but after hanging 
fives minutes, at a diftance of twenty yards 
from the (olfatarra, it remained at 8ci°. We 
made a hole in the earth, deep enough to con
tain the thermometer in its whole length, and 
fufpending it from a ftick into this hole, it raCe 
in half a minute to 170°. We left it there for 
the [Fce of four minutes, and at the end of 
that time it ftill marked the [arne degree. The 
infiant it was taken out, it fell to 160°, and in 
a few minutes gradually to 80° again. The 
ileam which i{fues from this place is con(equent· 
1'1 of the hotteft. The natives, who obCerved 
t:]Z, t we ftirred in the (olfatarra, defired us to 
leave it, telling us it would take fire, and re
femble the volcano, which they called a.Jfoor. 
They feemed to be extremely apprehenfive of 
[orne mifchance, and were very uneary as of
ten as we made the leaf!: at\empt to difiurb the 
fulphureous earth. We walked higher, and 
found {everal other [pots fmaking, and of the 
fame nature with that before defcribed. By 
this time the me{fel1gers, whom the people had 
fent off, came back with fugar.canes and coco
nut?, and tre~ted us as they had done the pre
cedmg mormng. After this refrefhment ve 
advanced higher up the hill, towards another in 
fight, from whence we hoped to have a nearer 

VI:.W 
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view of the volcano; but upon our approaching 1774. 
fome plantations, the natives came out, and AUGUH. 

pointed out a path, which they pretended led '--v--..J 
directly to the volcano or affoor. We followed 
them for feveral miles, through various wind-
ings, being continually furrounded by woods, 
which hid the country from us on all fides. At 
lail: we found ourfelves near the fea-fhore, from 
whence we had fet out, and faw, or thought 
we faw, that the inhabitants had been artful 
enough to lead us far from their dwellings, 
where they diilike the prefence of fhangers. 
One of them was a very intelligent man, and 
gave us the names of feveral iilands in the neigh
bourhood, fome in directions where we had not 
been. As we knew that captain Cook had col-
lected a lift of names of countries the day before, 
all which he afterwards found to be diftricts 
on the iile of Tanna, we particularly enquired 
of our Indian, whether the places which he enu-
merated were likewife fituated on this iGand; 
but he exprefsly faid there was the fea (taf-
fee) between them; and feeing us make cir-
cles on a paper, made figns that we were 
right. 

We fpent the afternoon in an excurfion round 
the flat hill to the fouth-eail:ward. Here we 
found fome new plants, and met with a few na
tives, who offered to conduct us to the fea on 
the other fide. However, obterving that they 
only endeavQured to lead us back to the water
ing place by another path, we left them, and 
walkt'd on alone through the plantations, many 
of which were encloted with fences of reed five 
feet high. However another native foon came 
after us, and brought us to the beach on the 
fide of the iiland. Vve faw the iile of Anattom 
again, and the native pointed a little to the 

north 
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I7H' north of it, where he faid a~other if1a~d v',as 
AUGUST. fituated which be called Eetonga. ThIs Clr
'--v--' cumfl:a~ce ftrengthens the conjeCture which I 

ventured before, that there is fome conneCtion 
or intercourfe between Tanna and the Friendly 
If1ands. The name of Eetonga has a great 
fimilarity with that of Tonga-Tab boo, and fome 
of the natives of Middleburgh lfland, or Ea
oowhe, really call it Eetonga-Tab,?oo. The 
latter part of the word, (Tabboo) IS affixed to 

, other iflands in the Pacific Ocean; viz. Tab
boo-amannoo (Saunders mand) and Tabboo
a'i *. I will not pretend to fay that the people 
of Tanna defign the ifland of Tonga-Tabboo 
by their Eetonga; but there is room to [uppore 
that fome other ifland of that name may be fi
tuated towards the Friendly iflands which faci
litates the conneCtion. When we had fatisfied 
our curiofity we returned to the beach at 
the bay, where our people had once more 
caught about two hundred and fifty poundS' 
weight of fifh. This good fortune enabled the 
captain to give the whole lliip's company ano
ther frelli meal, which was con[umed with the 
greateft avidity. The bay contained great 
plenty of fifh, and fome of the petty officers, 
who took the trouble of fiflling, caught feveral 
albecores and cavalhas of prodigious dimenfions 
during night. Two fifh of the fame fpecies 
which had poifoned fo many perfons at Mallicol-
10 were li.kewife taken one morning; but 
though I wlfhed particularly to draw and defcribc: 
this fpecies, !n order to enable future navigators 
to be <?n thel~ guard, yet fuch was the greedi
nefs WIth whIch all our lliipmates now [eized 
on a frelli meal, that in [pite of the example, 

which 

... An iOand enumerated 'by the Taheitians. 
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which was recent in all our memories, the fifh 1774. 
were cut up, falted, and peppered the moment AUGUST. 

they came out of the water. Fortunately thofe ~ 
who dined upon them did not feel any bad ef-
feCts; a farther proof that thofe which poifoned 
the officers had fed upon fome noxious vegeta-
bles, and by that means acquired a bad quality, 
which is not natural to them. Our failors re-
lied on the experiment of the filver-fpoon, which 
rema.ined perfettly untainted after being boiled 
with the fifh; but it is at prefent well known 
that this mark is extremeJy fallacious, and that 
only certain forts of poifons tinge that metal 
with an unufual colour. The natives fiill continu-
ed to fell us fome yam~, but the trade was very 
far from being briik. Tortoife-fheU was the 
only commodity which they were deiirous to 
obtain; but as we had never expetted a de-
mand for it, it happened that there were only 
a few fmall pieces in the iliip, which had been 
accidentally purchafed at Tonga-Tabboo. Thofe 
who were in poffeffion of this valuable article 
were far from making proper ufe of it. Not
withfranding theloatbfomenefs of fait meat, the 
[ailor could not be brought to have a iingle 
provident thought for the future, and exchang-
ed his tortoife-fhell for bows and arrows, in-
fread of laying up a ftock of yams. 

Our iliort excurfions into the country did 
not produce fuch great difcoveries in botany, 
as to confine us to the Ibip a whole day. We 
therefore haftened aihore every morning, and 
endeavoured to collett materials for n~w obfer-
vation. On the 13th, we walked up the flat S:ttur. I':; 

hill to the eaf'cward, in order to viiit our friends 
who lived with old Pawcyangom. We arrived 
at the plantations unfeen by any of the natives, 
who now came down in very (mall numbers to 

the 
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1774. the beach, their curioIity being [atisfied, and 
AUGUST. their diftrufr confiderably lefTened. We heard 
'--v--' one of the: men at work cutting down a tr<:~ 

with his hatchet of frane, and ob[erved him 
through the bufhes a long while. The tree 
was not [0 thick as a man's thigh, and yet it 
was a very laborious undertaking, with fuch a 
tool as this hatchet, to cut it in two. We went 
up to him, and he immediately left off work
ing, in order to talk to us. Several boys, who 
remembered us, came, calling us by name, and 
brought us handfuls of figs and yam boos ; and 
the women likewife ventured to come and look 
at us. vVe examined the hatchet which the 
man employed, and found it formed exaCtly 
like thofe which are made ufe of at the Friendly 
and Society If1ands. The blade was of a black 
fione, which ref em bled the bafaltes employed 
at thofe places, and he told us it came from 
the iile of Anattom. He fhewed us at the fame 
time another kind of hatchet, to which a broken 
fuel! was faftened infread of a blade. This 
fuell, which feemed to be a part of a mitre-fhell 
(va/uta mitra), he faid was brought from the 
low i!land Immer, a few leagues to the north
ward of the bay. It appeared that he was clear
ing a piece of ground, in order to plant it with 
yams. He had already cut down a quantity 
of bulhes, which lay in heaps, and which he 
told us he would fet on fire. We proceeded 
from hence towards the fea !hare on the other 
fide, attended by a number of boys, and feve
ral young men. We {hot fame birds in our 
~vay thither, .and coIleEted feveral new plants 
ll1 the plantations, which were more delightful
ly fituated than any we had hitherto feen. We 
found in them a variety of odoriferous plants, 
and fame others, which it [eems were cultivated 

only 
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only for their elegant appearance, as is fre- 1774· 
quently praCtifed in gardens. We alfo took AUGUST. 

notice of the catappa-tree, of which the nuts '-v--J 
!lave a large delicious kernel, twice as big as an 
almond. It had thed its leaves at preJent; but 
the nuts of the laft feafon were ftill fticking on 
the branches: the boys broke the hard fhell be-
tween frones, prefenting the kernel to us on a 
clean frefh leaf. They were as affiduous at pre-
fent in offering their fervices as the Taheitians, 
and from lefs interefted motives. If we had 
c~lleCl:ed a plant, of which we could find no 
other fpecimens, we only thewed it them, and 
away they flew to gather it for us, in places 
where they knew it was to be found. They 
were extremely fond of feeing us thoot, eagerly 
pointed out birds on the fummits of the coco-
palms, and were overyoyed as often as we killed 
them. Near every hut we faw fome pOllltry, 
and feveral well fed hogs; and here and there 
we obferved rats running over the path, of the 
fame fort which is common in the other ii1ands 
of the Pacific Ocean. They parti cularly fre-
quented the fields of fugar cane, in which they 
make great depredation. The natives had 
therefore dug feveral holes all round thefe plan-
tations, in which they catch thefe animals. 
When we came to the fea thore, we walked to 
the northward along the beach a good way, 
in order to come to the point, which the na-
tives from the other fide had repeatedly guarded 
from our fight. On the thore we obferved fome 
fmall huts, which we took to be the abode of 
filhermen, and from whence we concluded that 
we had been formerly miftaken, in fuppofing 
them unacquainted with fithing; however, we 
faw no inhabitants, no nets, nor fith in thefe 
huts, but only fome darts, which might be 

ufed 
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1774. need as harpoons, or £llh-gigs. Our ~ttending 
AUGUST. Indians were 'greatly alarmed on feeing us go 
~ on towards the point, and with much anxious 

intreaty prevailed on us to give up all thoughts 
of going to examine that part of. the ifland. They 
repeated to us the figns of eating huma!! Belli ; 
and it is not to be doubted, but that thiS prac
tice ftil1 prevails among them. Thofe who 
contend, that anthropophagy has the plea of 
the moft cruel neceHity, will hardly be able to 
account for its exiftence in a nation living in a 
rich and fertile country, having plenty of vege
table food, and likewife well provided with 
domeftic animals. The principle of revenge 
feems much more likely to have produced this 
extraordinary cuftom, wherever it has been ob
ferved. Self-prefervation is doubtlefs the firft 
law of nature, and the paffions are fubfervient 
to its purpofes. In civilized communities we 
have tacitly confented to laws and regulations, 
and delegated to certain individuals the power 
to red refs our wrongs; but among favages every 
man rights himfelf, and anger and revenge are 
implanted in his breaft, to reprefs the injuries 
and oppreffions of others. They are equally 
natural to him as the fentiments of general phi
lanthropy; and however different and oppofite 
thefe two i.mpulfes .of nature may feem, yet 
they are fpnngs, which by aCting againft each 
?ther, keep the whole lyftem of human fociety 
m conftant motion, and prevent its total fubver
fion .or corruption. A man wholly deftitute of phi
la.nthropy is a monfter,j uftly detefted by all man
kmd ; ~ut another, e!ltlrely incapable of anger, is 
a fheepl~. wret~h, .hable to be infulted by every 
mean-~pmted vJllalll. A nation, or 1 may fay 
a family.,. (as fa~ages feldom live in greater 
commullltles,) whIch 'has been frequently ex· 

pofed 
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pofed to the attacks and infults of others, natu- 1774-
rally contraCts a degree of hatred and inveteracy AUGUST. 

againft its opprelTors, which renders its revenge '-v--J 
more furious, unbounded, and, in our eyes, 
more cruel. If the enemy have ured treacher-
ous arts, they create diftruft, and in the end form 
a malevolent difpofition, which foon has recourfe 
to the fame bafenefs. At the leaft fhadow of an 
injury they are up in arms, and threaten to bear 
down all before them: when they are actually 
provoked, they are ruled by no other law but 
that of the ftrongeft, and exterminate their 
foes with a degree of fury, which is capable of 
the moft horrid exceifes 'if. On the contrary, a 
nation, which has not experienced, or ha3 long 
loft the remembrance of mifchievous enemies, 
and inveterate broils, which by appJying to a
griculture, has arrived to a degree of opulence, 
luxury, and civilization, and acquired new and 
refined ideas of philanthropy, is unaccuftomed 
to the fudden overflowings of the bile, and flow 
to refent an affront t- The natives of Tanna 
doubtlefs are engaged, either in civil feuds with 
each other, or in frequent wars with the adja-
cent iflanders; their referved and diftruftful be-
haviour towards us at firft, and their cuftom of 
going conftantly armed, fe.ems clearly to prove 
the truth of this aifertion. We have therefore, 
I think, great room to believe, that the violence 
of refentment has infenfibly led them to the 
cuftom of eating human flefh, which they prac-
tife according to their own confefilon But we 
muO: ftill remain utterly ignorant of the reafons 
which induced them to prohibit our accefs to-
wards the eaftern point of the harbour. 

\Ve 

<If See vol. I. t Ibid. 
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4 vVe turned back with our Indians to their 
I 77 . . . f:' TI I J b 

AUG UST. great JOY and [atls atbon ley eG us 0:1 y 
\..--y-.I a path which we had .never trodde.n before, 

through a variety of the ncheft plantatIOns, kept 
in excellent order. The boys ran before us, 
and gave us repeated marks of their ikill. in 
warlike exercifes. They Dung a ftone with 
great accuracy, and made ufe of a green reed, 
or ftiff grafs, in lieu of a dart. They had at
tained to [uch perfeCtion in throwing the lat
ter, that they never failed to hit their object, 
and knew to give the reed, which every breath 
of air might turn out of its way, fa much force 
and moment, that it entered above an inch in
to the hardefl: wood. They poifed it between 
the lowefl: joint of the thumb, and the hand, 
without tou'ching it with a fingle finger. The 
youngeft among them, five or fix years old, 
already habituated themfelves to this exercife, 
and thus prepared one day, to wield their arms 
with aCtivity and effeCt. By various windings 
we came back to their habitations, where the 
women were employed in dreiTing their dinner. 
They had made a fire of a few fticks above 
ground, under the fig-tree, and broiled the 
roots of yams and eddoes over it. As foon as 
we arrived they were ftartled, and began to run 
away, but our conductors quieted them, and 
they continued their operations. \\"e fat down 
on the trunk of a tree which lay before on~ of 
the hou[es, and endeavoured to talk with our 
new friends as well as we could, whilft fame of 
them were gone to fetch us [orne refrefhments. 
\Ve collected a number of words of their lan-
12u~ge on. this occaGon, and had the pleafure to 

1atlsfy t?elf ~uriofity refpeCting our drers, arms, 
and v!lrlOUS Implements, concerr:ing which they 
h::J hItherto not ventured to alk a finole que[-

o . 
tlOn. 
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don. The inhabitants of adjacent plantations 1774. 
hearing of our arrival, crouded about us, and AUGUST. 

feemed much pleafed that they could converfe "-.r--J 
amicably and familiarly with us. As I happen-
ed to hum a fong, many of them very eagerly 
intreated me to fing to them, and though not 
one of us was properly acquainted with mufic. 
yet we ventured to gratify their curiofity, and 
in faCt, offered them a great variety of different 
airs. Some German and Englifh fongs, efpeci-
ally of the more lively kind, pleafed them very 
much; but Dr. Sparrman's Swedifh tunes gain-
ed univerfal applaufe; from whence it appeared 
that their judgment of mufic was not influenced 
by the fame rules which regulate the tall:e of 
other countries. When we had performed, we 
deured them in return to give us an opportunity 
of admiring their talents, and one of them im
mediately began a very fimple tune; it was 
however harmonious, and, as far as we could 
judge, [uperior to the mufic of all the nations 
in the tropical part of the South Sea, which we 
had hitherto heard. It ran through a much 
more confiderable compafs of notes, than is 
employed at Taheitee, or even at Tonga-Tab-
boo; and had a ferious turn. which dill:inguifhed 
it very remarkably from the fofter effeminate 
mufic of thofe iflands. The words feemed to 
be metrically arranged, and flowed very cur-
rently from the tongue. When the firft had 
fiflifhed his fong, another began; his tLme was 
different as to the compofition, but had th~ 
['tme [eriolls ftyle which ftrongly marked the 
general turn of the people. They were indeed 
iddom [een to laugh [0 heartily, and jell: [0 
facetiouQy, as the more polifhed nations of the 
Friendly and Society Wands, who have already 
learnt to fet :1 great value on theie enjoyments. 

Our 
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177+' Our friendly nativ~s likewife produ~ed a muG· 
AUGUST. cal inftrument, which confiiled of eight reeds, 
'--v--J like the fyrinx of Tonga-Tabboo, with this 

difference, that the reeds regularly decreafed 
in fize, and comprehended an octave, though 
the fingle reeds were not perfeCtly in. tune. 
\\" e might perhaps have ~a? an opportumty of 
hearing them play on thl~ IOftrtlment,. had not 
the arrival of Jome of their brethren with a pre
fent of coco nuts, yams, [ugar-canes, and fig~, 
()bliged us in civility to transfer our attention 
from the muficians, to thofe who brought us 
fnch a valuable gift. And here I cannot but 
lament, that the ingenious and obliging friend, 
who communicated to me his remarks on the 
mufic of the Friendly H1ands, of Taheitee and 
New Zeeland, did not likewife vifit the illand 
of Tanna, which in that refpeCt would doubtlefs 
have furnifhed him with [ome curious and uCe
ful obfervations. 

If we have before obferved the principle of 
revenge to have been active among the natives 
of Tanna, we muft allow at the [arne time, 
that benevolence, and a love of the fellow-crea
ture, are not entirely banifhed from their hearts. 
As there is the greatefc reaCon to fuppofe, that 
their life is frequently difturbed by the troubles 
of war, we cannot be furprifed at the diil:ruil: 
which they all expreifed towards us, on the 
firil: days of our acquaintance; but as foon as 
they \',c-re thoroughly convinced of our harmlefs 
in:enti.or,s, t~1ey n~turally gave way to a can· 
trary Imp~l1e, ~vhlCh nothing but the neceffity 
of ielf preiervatlo:1 could have filenced {() long. 
They did not indeed trade with us becaUle 
their . ~fflucnce is not yet equal to ti1at of the 
TahelUa?S; but ~oipitality does not confiil: in 
exchangmg an article of which you have more 

rt;:n 
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tban a [ufficien<:y, for another of whieh you 1774. 
thud greatly in need. . . AU~GI;)ST. 

Having made various preients to our friends, ~ 
to the beft ,of our abilities, we returned down 
to the beach, and pailed [orne time among the 
natives who were there affembk<d. We obferv.:. 
ltd more women among them this day, than we 
had f{)und before; moft of them weremarriecl, 
~nd carried their children in a mat-fatchel on their 
backs. Some had baLkets of a cl{)fe tex:t~ure, 
made of pliant fticks, in which they brought a 
brood of young chickens, whi~ft others· had 
yam boos, and figs, which they prefented to JJS. 

Among the reft, we [awone WHO h'ad a wbole 
balket full of green oranges, though on aU oUr 
e)lcmfions we had never found a fingle orange~ 
tree in the plantations. Hmvever, we were much 
plltaled to have feen this fruit at Ta;nna, as weH 
as at Mallicollo, there being great wom to (up-
poCe, that it is likewi[e a production of the in .. 
termediate ii1ands; We were foi'tt1'P13te in little 
acquifitions to-day; another woman gave us a' 
pye or pudding, of which the cruft or dough 
was made of bananas, and eddoes; and tl1e corr'" 
tents were the leaves of the okra (hibiJcus ifcu-
lentus) mixed up with the kernel of a cocq-mlt.· 
This pudding was exceedingly well-tafted~ai1d· 
/hewed that the women are well fkiHed in cook2-
ry. We alfo purchafed feveral pi'pesof eight 
reeds, which the natives brought for fale, and 
fome bows, arrows, and dubs; with all which 
we returned on board, rather later in the. clay 
than u[ua!. • 

After dinn~r we came on 1hor~ again, to be 
pre[ent at 'hauling the feine; however, when,:v~ 
arrived on the beach, we [eparatecl, and Dr. 
Sparrman went up the flat hill with me, to pay 
another vifit to tl",e natives. Some Qf ~h~rp 

VOL. II. T met 
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177+, met nS about half way, and condu8:ed us to 
AUGUST,the'huts. y-,re were no fooner feated with the 
~ father of one of the families, a middle-aged 

man: pf a pmmiflng countenance, than our 
fri~nds importuned us to flng to them again. 
We}eadily complied with their requeft, and 
:.vhe!l they feemed to wonder at the difference 
in, our Jongs, we endeavoured, to mak~ them 
comprehend tha~ we were natlv~s of dIfferent 
countries. Hearing thIs, they, pOlOted at an el
d'~rlythin man in the circle ?f our hearers, and 
tellilW us thathe was a natIve of Irromanga·, 
deD'red him to fing to us, The man immedi
atelJ-;ftepped fQJwar9, and began: a fong, in the 
cQ~rfe of which he made a variety of gefticula- ' 
tions~ not only to our entertainment, but to the 
gre~t fatisfact:ion of all the people about him. 
His I~ng wasta the full as mufical as that of 
the people. of Tanna, but it feemed to be of a 
droll or humO,rops, nature, from his various lu
dicr~)us poftures, and from the particular tone of 
the ~~hole. The language was utterly diftinCl: 
[fpmthat,of Tanna, but not harfh or ill-fuited 
tu,111Ufic, It feeroed 'Iikewife to have a certain 
metr!,:, bqt very different from that flow and fe
ri~:lis '1I1e \>:hi~h we heard this morning. It ap· 
p,-e~J,'eq: to us,. when he had don::: finging, that the 
pec;ple.of raDDa fpoke to bim in his own lan
g~ag;, bLlt that he was not acquainted with 
diefr,s." vVhethe.r, he: :came as avifitor, or had 
b~ef1, taken p~i[on:,=~, we could, not determine; 
the nativ,es however told lB upcm this occallon, 
th~t their bdl clubs, made: of cafuarina wood, 
c:;tm~ fr-.lm ~HQma:nga, [0 that it is probable they 
hav:::,~ aml~:able JDten;:ourfe, or carryon a kind 
oL trade wHh the inhabitants of that ii1and. 

We 

-tYhe iail: illand from ~hence we came to Tanna. 
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We obferved no remarkable charaC1:eriftic differ- 1774· 
ence in his features from thofe of the people of AUGUST. 

Tanna, and bis cuftom of dreiling, or rather '--v---J 
ornamenting himfelf was the fame. His il::tir 
was woolly,fhort, and therefore not divic:d in-
to little queues. His temper was very chearful) 
and he appeared to be more inclined to mirth 
than any of the people of Tanna. 

Whi\ft the native of Irromanga was finging, 
the women came out of their huts, and feated 
themfelves in the little group which furrounded 
us. They were in general of a low ftature, 
compared with the men, and wore fhaggy petti
coats, made of graifes and leaves, which length
ened according to their age. Such as had borne 
children, and feemed to be about thirty years 
old, had entirely loft all the feminine graces, 
and their petticoats defcended to the aneles. 
Some young girls, about fourteen years of age, 
had very agreeable fmall features, and a fmile 
which became more engaging, in proportion as 
their fears wore off. Their whole form was Den
der, their arms particularly delicate, but the 
bofom round and full, and the petticoats barely 
reaching to the knee. The hair curling upon 
their heads, without being cut, or reftrained in
to any particular form, had not a bad effeO ; and 
the green plantane leaf which th~y generally 
wore, inftead of covering it from tbe figbt, 
ferved rather to fet off its black colour to ad
vantage. They wore in their ears tortoife-fhell 
rings; but we obferved that the number of or
naments confiderably encreafed with age, the 
oldeft and uglieft being loaded with necklaces, 
ear-rings, nofe-jewels, and bracelets. It appear
ed to me that the women were not held in any 
efteem by the men, but obeyed upon the fi11all
eft fign; and according to the accounts of our 

T :<\ waterers 
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J 774. waterers (fee above, p. 248.) many were [een in 
AUGl'ST. the humiliating guife of drudges and beafts of 
\....-y-.J burden. Perhaps the laborious tafks which they 

are forced to perform, contribute to leffen their 
ftatllfe, efpecially if they are difproportioned to 
their fhength. It is the practice of all uncivi
lized nations to deny their women the common 
privileges of human beings, and to treat them 
as creatures inferior to themfelves. The ideas 
of finding happinefs and comfort in the bofom 
of a companion, only arife with a higher degree 
of culture. Where the mind is continually oc~ 
cupied with the means of felf-prefervation, there 
can be but little refined [entiment in the com
merce of the [exes, and nothing but brutal en
joyment is known. Infirmity and meeknefs, in
ftead of finding a protector in the favage, are 
commonly infulted and oppreffed: tbe 10\,-e of 
power is fo natural to mankind, that they ea
gerly feize every opportunity to exercife their 
illperiority over thofe who are unable to refift. 
The encreafe of population neceffarily brings on 
a greater degree of polifh; the cares of [elt~pre
fervation are in great meafure removed from the 
individual to the community; affluence takes 
the place of want and indigence, and the mind 
more unemployed, takes pleaiure in the more 
r:enned enjoyment of life; it gives a loofe to a 
difpofition for mirth and play, and lea"rus to fet 
a value on the amiable qualities of the fex. The 
ravage is not wholly incapable of tendernefs and 
affectIon; we trace them in the boy whiHl: he 
r.emains thoughtle!s and free from can2!"; but as 
Joon as he feels the urgent want5 of his exift
cnce, every other fentiment or in11in~ is forced 

to 

.. We may remember, that the attachment of the people 
at Tanna t,_ w.lId" LIS, began with the riGn6 generation. 
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to lie dormant. We obferved an inftance of '774, 
affeCtion amongJ:he natives of Tanna this even- AUGUST. 

ing, which ftrongly proves that the paffions and '--v---> 
innate qualities of human nature are much the 
fame in every dimate. A little girl, about eight 
years old, of very agreeable features, peeped at 
us between the heads of the people who were 
feated on the ground. As foon as ilie found 
-herfelf obferved, ilie ran away to hide herfdf in 
the hut. I beckoned the child to come back, 
and !hewed her a piece of Taheitee cloth, but 
I could not prevail on her to come and fetch it. 
Her father got up, and with fome entreaty per-
fuaded her to come to me. I took hold of her 
hand, and gave her the cloth, and a number of 
little ornaments. But I was overpaid by the 
ple\lfure of the father, the joy, the fondnefs 
which fparkled in his eyes, and lighted up his 
whole countenance. 

We 11::aid among thefe people till [unfet, and 
were entertained with [ongs, and with a difplay 
of their !kill. At our requeft they iliot their 
arrows into the air, apd at a mark. They did 
not force the arrow to any extraordinary height, 
but were very accurate mark[inen at a iliort 
diftance, as has been already obferved. W-ith 
their clubs they parried the darts of their anta
gonift, nearly in the fame manner as 1 have de
fcribed at Taheitee (fee p. 88.) They told us 
that a11- the clubs which have a lateral blade, 
like a Beam, (fee p. 23 8.) are brought from the 
low ifland, which they call [mmer; but we could 
not learn whether they are manufattured there 
by the inhabitants, or whether the iiland is un
inhabited, and they only viur it e,x3i!onally, ~o 
gather !hells and to cut wood. B.:fore we left 
the huts, the women had lighted {everal fires 
in and about them, and began to drefs their 

fuppers. 
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1774. {uppers. The natives all huddle~ abo.lIt thefe 

AUGUST· fires, and feemed to feel the evenmg air rather 
~ too cool for their naked bodies. S=veral of 

them h-1 a [welling in the upper eye-lid, which 
\ve attributed in [orne mea[ure to this praaice of 
iittina in the finoak. It impeded their fight fo 
mucl~ that they were obliged to lean. their he~ds 
backwards, till the eye was in a honzontal lme 
with the objea which they wifhed to behold. 
This complaint was the more remarkable, as it 
extended to feverallittle boys five and fix years 
old; from \-vhence we fUlpeaed that it was per
haps propagated from one generation to ano
ther. 

'When we arrived on the beach, almoft all 
the Natives had left it, and in a fhort time we 
were left entirely to ourfelves. To us, who 
were provided with c1oaths, the cool of the 
evening was delightful, and we rambled about 
the deferted woods till the twilight had entirely 
difappeared. A prodigious number of bats of 
a fmall fize fluttered about us, coming out of 
every bufh'; but our endeavours to fhoot at 
them were entirely unfucce[sful, for we could 
not fee them till they were clofe to lIS, and they 
wer: inftantly out of fight again. Our people 
havmg replaced their nets in the boats, after 
toiling a long time with no other fucce[s than a 
do~en or. two of fiili, which all together might 
weIgh thirty pound~, we embarked likewife, and 
r('turned on board to reft from our excurfion. 

The next morning captain Cook,' Mr. Wales, 
Mr. Patton, and feveral other gentlemen, who 
were defirous to examine the volcano fet out 
with Dr. Sparrman, my father, myfelf,' and two 
men, and walked up the hill on the weft fide of 

_ the bay. The weather was foggy, heavy, and 
fultry, but the volcano was quiet. We foon 

reached 
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reached the folfatara, where the hot fream rofe 1774. 
plentifully. The experiment to meafure the de_AuGusT. 
gree of beat was rep::ated as on the 12th, with '-y--.J 

this difference, that the thermoffi'::ter was en-
tirely buried in the white earth where the va-
pour came up. Af.er it had remained one mi-
nute in this frate, it rofe to 210°, which is near-
ly the heat of boiling water, and remained fra-
tionary there as long as we kept it in th:: hole, 
which was. for the {pace of five minutes. As 
foon as it was taken out, it fell inftantly to 95°, 
and gradually defcended to 80°, where it had 
frood previous to the immerfion. The perpen-
dicular height of the firfr folfatara, above the 
level of the fea, is aboLlt 80 yards. We pro-
ceeded up the J1ill, and faw ieveral extenfive 
fpots of ground which had been cleared of wood 
in order to be cultivated. The wretched tools 
of the natives, and the neceility of working ve-
ry £lowly with them, to which we had been 
witne1Ies on the other hill, convinced us that 
this piece of ground, which comprehe\1ded near 
two acres, muft have required a great deal of 
labour and a long fpace of time to clear. We 
pa1Ied by fome dwellings, but did not fee a na-
tive frirring, till we came to another plantation 
in very good order, where a hngle man was 
planting [orne yams. He was at firft a little 
frartled at our appearance, but on afking him 
the way to the volcano, he pointed out a path, 
and ret-urned to his former employment. We 
faw fome hogs and poultry in the neighbourhood 
of thefe hou[es, which were permitted to roam 
about unconfined.; but perhaps the fences which 
the natives form round [orne of their plantations, 
may be intended to exclude the hogs. A little 
farther on we were met by two nati ves, \V ho . 
came out· of an adjacent garden of bananas, 

, and 
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1774~ a'Fld continued to walk with us. Coming to a 
AUGUST. place where the path divided, another man ap· 
'--v----J pea red in that part which led into the country, 

and with his uplifted dart prohibited our ad
vancing that way. We told him we were de
frrous of going to the volcano, and he prefendy 
pointed out the other path to us, and went be
fore to lead the way. As we advant;:ed, we roo!¢. 
notice that he continually counted over our 
nqmber 1 and having brought us to a clear part 
of the hill, f1"0111 whence a confiderahle fpace of 
~ountry could be overlooked, we difcovered that 
he had miiled us, and attempted to bring us 
off our road. We therefore returned the fame 
way we came, in fpite of his figns, wh.ch h~ 
did not think prope1" to enforte at prefertt with 
any hoftile geftures. However, feeing US deter .. 
mined to proceed againft his will, he bLew with 
great force into his hand feveral times, and wa.s 
foon anfwered by the founding of feveral Gonch!l 
on different parts of the hill. He now called 
out as loud as he could, and we plainly heard 
him mention how many there were of US; pro~ 
bably defiring his countrymen to aiTemble and 
oppofe us. In the meanwhile we loft our road! 
and came into a fine fecluded dell, {urrounded . 
by trees of prodigious height and e"litelil't,whert~ 
numbers of pigeons and parroquets £iuttel:ed 
about. We paifed fome time in ili€>oting here; 
whilft [everal of the natives ftiI.l continued with 
us, efpecially a couple of little boys, to wham 
we made fame pre[ents to gain their good-will. 
From hence 'we proceeded into a dark' path, 
which had many various windings, and 'at onc€) 
opened upon a clear fpot, furrounded by three 
or four houCes of the fame dimenfions as tho[~ 

. where old Paw-yangom dwelt. Here about a 
dozen men, well armed with bows and arrows; 

clubs 
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<:hlbs and ~arfs1 were fitting on their hams in a 1774. 
row, who inftantry !tarted up at fight of us. AUGUSTo 

We beckoned to them; and made figns that we ~ 
meant no harm, but they feemed not to trull: 
us enti'fdy. Some elderly men among them 
Ceemed to have pacific intentions; but two or 
three young fe-Haws frowned, and made feveral 
motions with their arms, which, though not ex-
a:EtIy direCted towards us, yet might have been 
cGn.fi:ru<.td jn~o a provocation if we had been very 
ira[cibte. We concluciC'd it was beft to return, 
llnd defired them to ('new us the road to the [ea. 
We could not have hit upon a better method of 
quietirlg their diftrufl: and apprehenGons at once. 
Some of them went before liS down a narrow 
patb, which was rather freep at fidl: but became 
moreeafy afterwards. Having defcended about 
a quarter of a mile, they deured us to flop and 
take [orne repofe, and [everal of their brethren 
caffi€ to U$ loaded with coco-nuts, bananas, and 
abun.dance of fugar- canes. The fultrinefs of 
the weauhet made thefe refrefhments veryaccept-
able. vVe gave the Indians fevetal prefents il1 
rerum, and were well pleafed that it was only 
from diftnift, and not real malevolence, that 
they had colkcred tOgether. to oppo[e our pro-
grefs into the country. After a walk of half an 
hom we returned to the beach from whence we 
had fet out, and happily ended an excur1iofi 
which miaht, with a Hate more rafhn~{s on our o .. 
part, have proved fatal not @illy to the natives, 
but, in the end, to ourfelvE's. . We were forced 
to give up aU hopes of approaching the volcano; 
but it is furely advifeable to abandon a ptl!lLlit 
where knowledge cannot be obtained without 
bloodfued and iJ~ufl:ice. 

During our walk, our people had hauled the 
[cine with the flood-tide, and obtained a (mall 

qu;mtity 
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1774' quantity of £lib, among which we f<:mnd a new 
AUGUST. fpecies. The pond of freib water likewife fur
'--v---J niibed us with a new fort of £lib, and the ·fea

men caught a number of mud eels in it. With 
thefe £lib and feveral new plants collected on the 
hill, we returned on board, and paffed the after
noon in defcribing and drawing them. 

Mond.15. We refumed our excurfions into the country 
the next morning. The trade for. yams and 
for the weapons of the natives was frill carried 
on; but tortoife-ibell was fo fcarce in the £hip' 
that we could make but a fmall purchafe of 
provifions. The mother of pearl fiih-pooks of 
the Friendly IOands, which had the barb of 
tortoife-ibell, were in great requeft, and our {ea
men could fometimes obtain a handful of arrows 
for one of them; whereas another £lib-hook, 
equally good, but, with a mother of pearl barb, 
was not efreemed by the natives. We ram
bled about among the woods on the plain, and 
iliot feveral birds, of which this iOand has a 
great variety. We alfo met with a number of 
Eaft-Indian plants * which we had never obferv,
ed in the more eafrerly iOands. But the moil: 
valuable acquifition, in our opinion, was a pi
geon, of the fort which is common at the Friend
ly IOands. This bird had the fides of its bill 
covered with a red fubfrance, and, upon farther' 
examination, had in its mouth and craw two 
nutmegs, recently fwallowed. They were il:ill 
furrounded by a fcarle,t coating, which was their 
mace, and had a bitter aromatic tafte, but no 
fmell. The nutmeg itfelf was confiderably more 

oblong 

'I> The fterculia balanghas, flerculia fcetida, diofcorea 
oppo}itifolia, ricinus mappa, acanthus ilicifolius, ifcba'mum 
muticum, panicum dimidiatum, croton ruariegatum, and 
many others. 
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oblong than the true fpice of that name, but '774. 
had likewife a very bitter and aromatic tafte. AUGUST. 

We foon met with a native, to whom we 1hew- '--v--J 

ed the fruit, and defired him to point out the 
tree on which it grew, offering him a mother of 
pearl lhell for his trouble. He condl.lckd us 
about half a mile up into the country to a young 
tree, which, as he affirmed, bore the nutmeg. 
We gathered its leaves, but faw no fruit, which 
the native faid had all been eaten by the pigeons. 
The name of tbe fruit, in the language of the 
country, was gltannatan. We heard fume muf-
kets fired, which had an unufual repo~t, and 
made usapprehenfive that fame difturbance had 
happened, efpecially as we thought we under-
frood [omething to that purpo[e from the mouth 
of a native who paffed by us coming from the 
beach. We therefor.e hafrened to the fea-fide, 
but foon found that every thing had been quiet 
there. However, fhewing the leaves of the 
tree, which we had received as belonging to the 
nutmeg-tree, all the natives on the beach agreed 
in giving it a different name from that which 
our guide had told us, though he endeavoured 
to cover his deceit by telling his countrymen to 
name the leaf as he had done. We expreffed 
ftrong marks of indignation at his behaviour, 
and the other natives likewife rebuked him. 

In the afternoon captain Cook, with lieute-
. nants Cooper and PickerfgiIl, Mr. Patton, Mr. 

Hodges, Dr. Sparrman, my father, and myfelf, 
went upon the flat hill to the eafrward, and 
paffed tbrough the plantation to the fea-fhore 
on the other llde. The IDe of Anattom, which 
the captain was particularly deflrous to fee, was 
for the greateft part involved in haze. ,;Ve re
turned therefore leifurely th.rough other gardens, 
!hooting feveral· birds, till we came to the huts 

of 
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1774. of our friendly Indians. The father of the 

kUGUST.child which I mentioned page 277, brought me 
"--.,-.J a prefent of bananas, fugar-canes, and coco

nuts, and thus confirmed us in the good opinion 
we had formed of his fenfibility. Mr. Hodges 
made feveral fketches of views, and particlilarly 
drew thi's little farm, with a group of natives of 
both (exes, feared under the iliady branches of 
the fig-tree. Towards fun-fet we returp.ed on 
board. 

Tuer. 16. . The next morning we came a.iliore aga·in, and 
immediately walked into the woods on the plain. 
We faw a great number of large and beautiful 
parroquets, of black, red, and yellow plumage; 
but they kept on the tops of the higheft fig
trees, where they were wholly out of the reach 
of fmall iliot,' guarded by the thick foHage, 
The fize of thefe trees can fcarcely be imagined. 
Their roots g~ow above ground a confiderable 
part of their length,. and converge together into 
one enormous ftem about ten or twelve feet 
above the furface. This item which is frequent
ly no lefs than three yards in diameter, feems to 

confift of feventl trees grown together, which 
form every where {harp lopgitudinal angles, pro
jecting above three feet from the main body. 
Thus it rifes thirty or forty feet, before it divides 
into branches, which are above a yard in dia
meter. Thefe run up nearly to the fame height 
without dividing, and the Cummit of the tree is 
at leaft bne hundred and fifty feet high. The 
place where they were moft frequent, was a 
marili or fwamp, occafioned by feveral branches 
of the fame pond, from which we fupplied our 
fhip with fre{h water. We were not able to de
termine whether this pond is the remains of a 
river, coming from the inland mountains, and 
lofing itfelf in the volcanic fand and afhes which 

cover 
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cover the plain; or whether it is only the pro- 1774. 
duce of the rains in the {ummer months. It AUGUST. 

had innumerable quantities of muiketoes whIch '-v"-J 
were very troubletome to us, and was likewife 
the abode of rails and dudes, of which we could .. 
never obtain any, though they appeared to be of 
a new [pecies. We walked on through the plain, 
keeping on its weftern part, and croifed fevenal 
[pots, which being covered with graffes, refem-
bled our meadows, but were much over-run with 
hind-weeds, and feparated from each other by 
wildfhmbberies which had -the effeCt of hedges. 
Now and then we met with great fpotsentirely 
covered with tall reeds (Jaccha.rum Jprmtaneum, 
Linn.) which we could hardly imagine to have 
gmwn in -[uch great quantities without cultiva-
tion. They [upply the natives with [hafts for 
their arrows~ and are made ufe of in baiket-
work, fences, &c. Beyond thefe fields we came 
into a forell:, confifting of trees of the {arne fort 
with thofe which cover the weftern [hares of the 
bay .. Here we ihot a fpecies of wild dove hi-
therto unknown to naturalifts, and faw [orne 
parroquets, which were exceffively fuy, and may 
perhaps be kared by the natives, whofe orchards 
they infeft. Advancing frill farther we came 
into a hollow road, which appeared to have been 
formed by a current of water, but was perfeCtly 
dry at pre[ent, and ferved as a path to the na-
tives. Its fides were fringed in the moil: beau;, 
liful manne.r w~th l1uubberies and palms; and 
in one part ~ huge venerable fig-tree (jieu.! reli-

'gioJa, Linn} of the [arne fOrt to which th~ 
Cinghalefe and natives of Malabarpay a parti~ 
cular regard *', frruck. its roots into both fIdes, 

and 

• They nllake facrifices under its lhade, wh~re [orne of 
their divinities are fitid to have been born. 
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1774. and formed an .afronitbing vaulted arch over tbe 
AUGUST. lane, which was at leafrfive yards wide. A pro
'--v--'.digious number of bird~,. of a very diminutive 

fize, fluttered about on· Its uppermoft branches, 
and picked off the fruit. We refred fome time 
under its fbade, whilfr feveral natives pailed by, 
who did. not expl:'efs the leaft uneafinefs at fight 
of us, and with perfect unconcern heard our 
fowling pieces fired at birds. Towards noon 
we returned to the fea fide, and though the 
weather was ve!'y hot, yet as we walked almoft 
continually in the fhade, we felt no inconveni
ence. Before we came to the watering-place, 
we paffed through a fbrubbery, where we fGund 
a native at work cutting fricks,· on which the 
c1imbingfta]ks of the yams (dio/corea opPoJitifolia) 
are fupported. Seeing that he cut them very 
nowly with his hatchet, which had only a bit 
of tbe;ll in lieu of a blade, we began to help 
him with an Englifh hatchet, and in a few 
minutes cut a much greater heap than he had 
done the whole day. The natives wh~ were 
now frequently paiIing,as the hOlir of their 
meals was at hand, frood ftill, and expreffed the 
greateft aftonitbment at the extreme utility of 
this tool, and fome were very defirous to pofTers 
it, by offering their bows and arrows for it. 
vVe thought this was a favourable opportunity 
to encourage them to part with their hogs, and 
told them we would exchange our hatchet for 
one of thefe animals; but they were deaf to 
this propo[al, and never fold us a fingle hog 
during our ftay. Having fhewn them the wild 
nutmeg which we had found in the pigeon1s craw 
the day before, one of them produced three 
others, which were wrapped in their mace, but 
could not point out the tree on which they 
grew. They gave .thefe nuts feveral different 

names, 
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'names, and told us they grew on a tree called 1774· 
1zeeraJh. On having recourfe to our books, we AUGUST. 

found. that this fpecies has fome refemblance to '--v-
the wild nutmeg of Rumphius, and feems to 
be exaCtlv the fame with a fort which is found 
in the Philipinas. The pigeon whi.ch feeds up-
on it at Tanna is the fame which Rumphius de-
fcribes as the diffeminator of the true nutmeg 
at theoSpice Iflands, and we had the honour of 
prefenting one alive to her majefty. 

We found a very old decrepit man fitting on 
the beach whom we had never feen before. Ma
ny among the croud told llS his name was Yo
g;r'i, and that he was their areekee. He was of a 

(tall ftature, but very lean and worn out; his 
face was wrinkled, his head almoft entirely bald, 
and what little hair remained was perfeCl:ly grey. 
There was however an expreffionof kindnefs in 
his features, which prefei-ved the veftiges of a 
former manly beauty. Near him i::lt another 

. perfon, who might have paffed for an old man, 
if he had not been in company with the former. 
The reft of the people told us he was the fan of 
Yoga!, and named Yatta. He was likewife a 
tall man, but well-proportioned, and remarka
bly well-featured for a native of Tanna. His 
hair was black, frizled, and almoft woolly, but 
not dreifed; and he bad a very engaging, fenfi
ble look, which expreffed great good ·nature to
wards the ftrangers. The natives acquainted us 
that he was the koit-voJh, which we fuppofe to 
be a title perhaps equivalent to fuch expreffions 
as "fucceffor, heir, prince of the blood," and 
the like, which are ufed in civilized countries. 
As their colour was exaCtly the fame with that 
of the common people, for they were both of a 
v.ery blackifh or footy complexion, we took par. 
tlcular care to examine whether there was any 

difference 
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1774' difference between their ornaments ~nd thofe cI 

AUG U ST. the reft of the natives; but aU the diftinCtion 
~ which we could obferve, confifted jij the kind of 

faib, or cloth, \, hieh they wore round their b~y 
as a belt. The faibes of the (;":omm(m. peo~k 
were of an uniform cinnamon., .or bwwnifh ... 
yellow colour; but thefe two chiefs wore them 
painte~ with black lin~s, and chequered ~it~ 
compartments of black and red: howevbf, It HI 

not improbable that ev:en this variation is merely 
accidental, and hy no means confidered as a 
mark' of royalty by the natives. Upon the 
whole,. no deference Was paid to thefe two per
fons, if we except the title of chiefs, with which 
they were diftjnguifhed. We never obrerved 
either of them to iifue any command, and it j~ 
very probable that ~heir orders are onlyoheyed 
in time of war. At fuch a period, the people 
readily give up their judgment to the experi
ence of hoary age, anq follow its counfels in
ftead of laws. They implieitly twit their lives 
and fortunes to the condu(t of a m;:tn, whore 
iuperior valour, and ,con[ummate art, they ac
knowledg~e with one common voke. -YVe m-ade 
them [orne trifling pre[en~ts, and ga.v.¢ them an 
invitation to come on board, whi~b they de
clined. vVe then embarked in one of ~he boats, 
in order to go to dinne.r. Our pe0pl~ bfOllght 
off a great quantity of cluhwood (c-ajU(trina) 
from .theflJore, ~having cut down a ftarely tree 
of thlS fort, whloh grew upon the edge of tbe 
flat hill. They began to faw it the pr.ee~ding 
afternoon; but Pa\v-yangom camt'; to cap~ain 
Cook to complain. becaufe thjs tree is highly 

. valued at Tanna~ and [0 v,ery [carce, that tbey 
are obliged to go to I,rr01Ul3Jlga., where it grows 
more pieI)tifully, in order to fupJlly themldves 
with clubs. Captain Cook irnmediatdyordered 

the 
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the workmen to leave it; but afterwards finding '774., 
that it was cut [0 far that it could not grow any AU~UST. 
more, he gave the old man a dog, a quantity'-V---J 
of Taheitee doth, and [everal other articles, 
for whieh he agreed, that we ibould take the 
tree, and the inhabitants in his neighbourhood 
fe·emed perfectly fatisfied. Paw-yangom, no 
doubt, was a man of [orne weight among the 
people who dwelt on the flat hill, and it is not 
unlikely that his age alone had entitled him to 
fome deference. The governmen t of the peo-
ple of Tanna [eems to be in its infant ftate, and 
every f~mily is guided by the advice of the old-
eft men, t~eir patriarchs, who never exerci[e 
their authority in a fevere or tyrannical man-
ner. 

We returned into the woods again after din
ner, but made an un[ucee[sful excurfion, having 
now [earched ;the [arne fpots. almoft every day 
finee our arrival on the Wand. The next morn- Wedn., 7; 
ing we renewed our rambles, in hopes of'meet-
ing by accident with the nutmeg-tree. Vile 
paiIe:d fome time in a fine plantation of bananas 
clofe to the weftern corner of the beach, where 
a number of parrots deftroyed the fruit; but, 
they were [0 extremely iby, that we attempted 
in vain to come at them. Having taken a long 
walk into thy country, during which we fre-
quently [eparated from each other to a confi-
gerable diftance, as we had now nothing to ap-
prehend from the inhabitants, we came back to 
the beach. Wefound the laft boat ready to put 
off, and returned to the ibip, where we found 
the old chief Yoga'i, his [on Yatta, and a well-
made boy, about fourteen years old, named 
Narrep, who/ appeared to be nearly related to 
theI?' They were all ,rea ted on the. flo~r of the 
cabm when we came 10, and captam ,--ook had. 

VOL. II. U given 
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_ 1774. given them a variety. of prefents .of all l~in~s. 
AUGusT·The old man had receIved them with the indlf
"--v---J Ference natural at his age; but his fon, and above 

all the boy N arrep, were e~tremely well pleafed 
with the civilities which had been fbewn them. 
,iVe· invited them to dinner, and they ate of 
fame yams, but would not touch any other food, 
behaving nearly as Fannokko, our former vifiror, 
had done (fee p. 245.) As foon as we had dined, 
we embarked with them, and brought them to 
the beach, where the other natives converfed 
with them, and feemed to be highly ·pleafed 
with the deference which we had paid to their 
chiefs. The number of natives on the beach 
now rarely ever amounted to one hundred, in
cluding women anp. children, who commonly 
fat down in feveral groups under the fbade of 
the bufbes. From time to time. they brought us 
a yam or a bunch of bananas, for which they 
took Taheitee cloth in exchange. 'the women 
fometimes had bafkets full of yam boo apples, 
(eugenia,) which they fold for trifles, fuch as 
fmall bits of green nephritic ftone, black beads, 
and the like, and, as it feemed, more to {hew 
their good will, than from any value which 
they fet upon thofe articles. The civility of the 
natives was, upon the whole, very confpicuous 
towards us. If tbey met us in a narrow path, 
they always ftepped afide into the bullies and 
graHts in order to make way for us. If they 
happened to know our names, they pronounced 
them with a £inile, which could· be extremely 
well underf1:ood as a falutation; or, if they had 
not feen u's before, they commonly enquired 
our names in order to know ·us again. On the 
beach we had for fome days left off ftretcbing 
ropes to referve a clear fpot for our waterers and 
wood-cutters; only a centry was placed on each 

. fide, 
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fide, beyond whom tbey never ventured to ad- 1774. 
vance, unlefs they came frefh from the country; AUGUST, 

and were unacquainted with our regulations.' -y--J 

In iliort, the change which our little fray among 
them: had wrought in their opinion of us was 
already very remarkable, and continued every 
day to turn more in our favour. Yogai' and 
Yatta, with Narrep and [everal other natives, 
left the beach very foon, and returned through 
the woods to their own homes, which they point ... 
ed at as far difrant from the bay. As foon as 
they were gone, captain Cook went, in his boat 
with us to the people who loaded ballafr under 
the wefrern hill. Here we examined the hot-
fprings which we had difcovered on the 9th, 
having taken a thermometer for that purpo[e, 
which had frood at 780 on board the ibip, but 
being carried clofe to the body had rifen to 83 0

• 

When the bulb was plunged into the hot-fpring 
the mercury rofe to 19 1 i) in the [pace of five 
minutes. We then took it out, and enlarged 
the hole by clearing away the fand and frones, 
through which the water oozed and ran into the 
fea. Having replaced the thermometer [0 that 
it was immerged confiderably above the bulb, 
it rafe again to 1910, and continued there up-
wards of ten minutes longer. Vve threw [orne 
fmall iliell·fifb into the fpring, and they were 
boiled in two or three minutes. A piece of fil-
ver, after lying in the water above half an hour, 
came out perfectly bright and untarn.ilbed. S~lt 

-of tartar had no vifible effeCt upon It; but 11:111, 
as we obferved a kind of afrringency in its tafte, 
we filled a bottle with it, and ibut it up clofe, 
in order to make' more accurate and complicate 
experiments with it after our return *. V! e 

U 2 obferved 

,.. This bottle, fun of the [arne water, is frill in my fath.er's 
polfeffion. 
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J 774. obferved a great ·number of little fillies, not 
A~GUST'above two inches -long, flcipping about the wet 
'--v---' rocks like lizards, to which they bore a great re~ 

femblance. Their pectoral fins performed the 
functions of feet, and their eyes were placed 
near the fummit of the head, in order to guard 
them againft all their enemies when they are out 
of the water. Thefe little amphibious animals 
were indeed fo cautious and fo nimble at the 
l~me time, that it was with great difficulty we 
caught them. They could leap the length of a 
yard with gr~at eafe, and belonged to the genus 
of blennies. The fame or a fimilar fpecies of 
ntb bad been obferved on the coaft of New 
Holland by captain Cook in the Endeavour *. 
In one place we found them very aCtive in 
deftroying a brood of minute young crickets, 
which appeared to have been wafhed out of a 
crevice in the rock. 

Captain Cook fet out again with us the next 
Thur. 18. mOrI1ing, to examine the hot fprings at low wa

. ter, tbe experiments of the preceding day be
ing made during flood~tide, about half pa£Hour 
o'clock. \Ve immerfed the thermometer, which 
in the open air bad ftood at 7'i'J 0, and the qtl'!ck
filver. rofe to.! 87 0, after lying one minute and a 
half III the hot water. This difference, from 
the former heat of 19l Q, was rather [urprifi"rtg, 
dpeciallyas the fixings iifued fo near the level 
of the fea, that fame of them were covered at 
high water, and might therefore be expected to be 
cooled by the mixture. We concluded that 
[ome other caufe befides the tides -influenced the 
relative heat of thefe fpring3, and we were con
~n'!1ed in .tbis fuppofition by examining another 
{pring whIch came out upon ,the great beach to 

the 

'" See Hawkefworth, vol. Ill. 
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the fouth, at its wefternmoft corner. Here, nt '774, 
the foot of a perpendicular rock, forming part Au G UOT. 

of the mountain to the weft, on which the fol- '-v---1 
falams were fituated, the hot water bubbles up 
out of the black fand, and nms into the rea, 
which likewife covers it at the flood-tide. In 
the [pace of a minute the thermometer, after 
being placed in this nevy fpring, rofe to 202~ 0, 
and remained at this degree fevefal minutes. 
It ihouICl feem that thefe fprings are heated by 
the volcano, and nm under ground till they find 
an iffue. The fire of that mountain in all pro-
bability is not always equally violent, and gra-
dually cools in the intervals between its erupti-
ons. Different parts of it may likewife have 
various degrees c.f heat, and the different fprings, 
by paiIing over a longer or {horter [pace, muf1: 
lofe more or lees of their original heat. The 
folfataras on the hill direCtly above thefe [prings, 
are in my opinion conneCted with them; and 
the fteam which rifes from thence, through fub
terraneous crevices, may be part ·of the fame 

_ water, afcending before it can be condenfed in
to a continued fluid, by the coolnefs of the 
ground over which it is carried. The volcano 
had been quiet for two days paft, and offered 
Po new phcenomena, from vvhence any of thefe 
circumftances might have been better explain~ 
ed. 

We paffed the day before and after noon, i l1 

the plain behind the w,uteriDg-place, and col
lected the flowers of an unknown iort of tree, 
which we could ob,ain no other way, than by 
11100ting at them. In the evening" the feine 
was hallled, and we caught about t\iiO bundred 
weiobt of fi111 which afforded another, though 
0' • I 11" 

rather fcanty frefh meal to tbe w~o e 1111~ s 
company. Dr. Sparrman went uptne flat t:tll 

with 
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1774. with me, where we paffed aboLlt half an hour 
AUGUST. very lirrreeably with our friends the natives, 
'----.r--J who made us a prefent of fruit at parting. We 

amufed them as ufLlal by finging to them, and 
they became fo familiar at laft as to point out 
iame girls to us, whom from an excefs of hoC
pitality not uncommon with uncivilized nations, 
they offered to their friends with geftures not 
in the leaft equi\7Qc.aL The women, at the 
Brft hint of the civility which the men intended 
to confer upon us, ran off to a great dif1:ance 
feemingly much frightened, and {hocked at 
their indelicacy. Our Indians, particularly the 
young people, were very defirous that we lbould 
pur[ue the girls, whether only to frighten them 
or not, we could not alcertain: However, they 
feemed to be very well pleafed, that we did 
not take the hint; and We parted from them, 
after diftributing feveral pre[ents, and efpecially 
[orne mother of pearl hooks with tortoife-lbell 
barbs. . 

Friqay 19- The next morning we were ready for fail
ing, having taken in a fufficient quantity of bal
lail, '.;ood, and freth-water; only the wind, 
which blew right into the barbour, prevented our 
putti,1:J, to fea. We went on thore after br~ak. 
faft, wi th the captain, and a party of people; 
and he continued to trade with the natives, 
whilft we went iEto the country. We foon fe
p8tated, and each of llS w::nt by himfelf to a 
different part. I pai1{~d by a number of natives 
in their way to the beach; but they all ftepped 
out of the path to make room for me, though 
I was without any companion, and not one of 
them attempted with a look or gefture to offend 
me. I ftrolled alone feveral miles in the' back 
of the flat hill, or in the valley along its {outh
fide, to a part where I had never been before. 

The 
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The path which I followed was hid in the thick- 1774· 
eft groves, from whence I could only now andAuGusT. 
then difcern the extenfive plantations which--.,-..J 
covered the whole Dope of the hill. Here I 
frequently faw the natives employed in cutting 
down trees, or pruning them, or digging up 
the ground with a branch of a tree, inftead of 
a fpade, or planting yams, and other roots; 
and in one place, 1 heard a man finging at his 
work, nearly the fame tune which they yfed 
to ling,to us on the hill. -The profpect which 
I bebeld was [0 pleafing, that it did' not fall 
much (hort of the beautiful rcenes of Taheitee. 
It had this ad van tage befides, tl1a t all the coun-
try about me to a great diftance, confifted of 
gentle elevations, and fpacious vallies, all which 
were c'apable of culture; whereas at Taheitee 
the mountains rofe immediately craggy, wild, 
and majeftic from the plain, which has no 
where the breadth of two miles. The planta-
tions at Tanna conGft, for the greatefl: part of 
yams, bananas, eddoes, and fugar-canes, all 
which being very low *, permit the eye to take 
in a great extent of country. Single tufted 
trees rife in different places, and amure the be-
holder with a variety of romantic forms. The 
whole fummit of the level hill which bounds a 
part of the horizon, appears {baggy with little 
groves, where a number of lofty palms rife over 
the refl: of the trees. 
Th~fe who· are capable of being delighted 

with the beauties of nature, which deck the 
globe for the gratification of man, may con
ceive the pleafure which is derived from every 
little objeCt, trifling in itfelf, but important In 

the 

>Ii The tallef!: banana-tree does not exceed ten feet, and 
in general they are about fix feet high. 
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1774. the moment when the heart is expanded, and 
AUGUST. when a kind of bli(sful trance opens a higher and 
\..--v--) purer (phere of enjoyment. Then we behold with 

rapture the dark colour of lands frelh pr~pared 
for culture, the uniform verdure of meadows, 
the various tints upon the foliage of different 
trees, and ,the infinite varieties in the abun
dance~ form, and Gze of the leaves. Here thefe 
varieties appeared in all their perfection, and 
the different expofure of the trees to the [un 
add::d to the magnificence of the view. Some 
refleCt-ed a thoufand dancing beams,whilil: others 
formed a broad mars of ihadow, in contrail: with 
the furrounding world of light. The numerous 
[mokes which afcended from every grove on 
the hill, revjved the pleaGng'impreflions of do
·J;hefbc life ;na)' my thoughts naturally turned 
upon friendihip and national felicity, when I 
beheld large fields of plantanes all round me, 
which, loaded with golden clufters of fruit, 
feemecl to be juftly chofen the emblems of peace 
and affluence. The cheerful voice of the la
bouring hufbanclman refounded veryoppor
tunely to complete this idea. The larid[c'ape 
to the weftward was not lefs admirable than that 
of which I have juft now fpoken. The rich 
plain was bounded on that Gde by a vaft num.,. 
ber of fertile hills, covered with forefts, inter
fperfed with plantations, and beyond them rofe 
a ridge of high mountains, not inferior to thofe 
of the .Society If1ands; though a.pparently of a. 
much eaGer flope. The folitary fpot from 
whence I beheld this rural [cene was likewife 
fflvoured by nature. It was a delightful clufter 
of trees, which climbers and bindweeds decked 
wi::! odoriferotfs blolloms. Therichnefs of the 
foil was here extremely. remarkable; for though 
l beheld many palms which the winds had 

- thrown 
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thrown down *, yet moft of th,::m bent their 1774. 
fummits upwards from the ground, and [entAUGUST. 
forth new fkots with [urprifing luxuriance. ~ 
Their branches were tbe rdort of various birds, 
adorned with the brigbtefi: colours, which now 
and then ftruck the ear with an unexpe8ed [oner 
not deftitute of harmony. The ferenity of th~ 
air, and the coolnefs of the breeze, crmtrihuted 
to make my fituation ftill more agreeable. The 
mind at reft, and lulled by this train of pleafing 
ideas, indulged a few fallacious reflections, 
which e~creafed i~s h~ppinefs at that i?ft3JYL by 
reprefentmg mankmd 111 a favourable lIght. We 
had now pailed a fortnight arhidft a people who 
received us with the ftrongeft fymptoms of dif-
truft, and who prepared to repel every hoftiJe 
act with vigour. Our cool deliberate condua, 
bur moderation, and the conl1:ant uniformity in" 
all our proceedings, had conquejOed their jealous 
fears. They, who in all probability had never 
dealt with [uch a fet of inofienfive, peaceable, 
and yet nut defpicable men; they \:.,rho had 
been ufed to fee in every Ihangera bafe and 
treacherous enemy, now learnt from us to think 
more nobly of their fellow creatures, Prudence, 
which accompanied the civilized voyagers, had 
no fooner fafcinated the inftina of the ravages, 
watchful for their [afety, than another, no leis 
powerful, awoke in their breaft, and taught 
them to relilh the [weets of [ociety. They 
!hated the abundant produce of their foil with 
their new 'acquaintance, b~ing no longer appre-, 
henfive that they would take it by force. They 

, per-

'if The roots of the coco-palm are naturally extremely 
ihort, and conlift of innumerable fibres; but at Tanna tbe 
foil, though rich and fertile, is fo ~xtremely loofe, that it 
does not "require a great frdrm to overturn the trees which 
grow in it. 
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1774. permitted us to viiit them in their fbady recefTes, 
AUGUST. and we fat down in their domeftic circles with 
'--v--J that harmony which befits the members of one 

great family. In a few days they began to feel 
a pleafure in our converfation, and a new dif
interefted fentiment, of more than earthly 
mould, even friendfhi p, filled their heart. This· 
retrofpect was honourable, to human nature, as 
it made us the benefactors of a numerous race, 
I feU from hence into a reverie on the pre-emi
nence of our civilized fociety, from which I 
was roufed by the found of approaching fteps. 
I turned about and faw Dr. Sparrman, to whom 
I pointed ouuhe profpect and communicated my 
ideas. We agreed in our fentiments, and ret 
out on our return, as the hour of noon was ap-

'proaching. The firft native whom we met ran 
- out of the way and bid himfelf in a bulb. The 
next was a woman at the entrance of a planta
tion, to whom we appeared fa unexpetl;edly, 
that fhe had no time to efcape. She offered us 
a bafket full of yamboos, with a trembling 
hand, and with all the expreffions of fear ftrong
ly marked in her countenance. We were furprir
ed at this behaviour, and giving her [orne [mall 
trifles proceeded in our way. A number of 
men !toad behind the b.ufhes in and about the 
plantation, and made figns to us to walk on 
by waving their hands towards the beach. At 
Jaft, when we !tepped out of the wood, we be
held two natives feated on the gra[s, holding 
one of their brethren dead in their arms. They 
pointed to a wound in his fide, ,which had been 
Illade by a ml11ket-ball, and with a moil: affeCt
ing look they told us " he is killed '*'." We 

looked 

'" In their language they expre[s this more fl:rikingly by 
one word, mar/10m. 
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looked haftil y towards the ftation of our people, '77 4. 
-and feeing them deferred by the natives, hurri- A UG?ST. 

ed to join them, 'and learn the particulars of'---v--J 
this /hocking event. A fentinel had been poft-
ed as u(Llal to keep the natives at a dTttance 
from our party, but the failors took the liberty 
of walking and trading freely among them .. A 
native, who i;1 all likelihood had never been 
on the beach b~fore, came through the croud, 
and began to walk acro(s the fpacewhich our 
people occupied. The fentry pufhed him back: 
among the reft of his brethren, who were al-
ready accuftomed to this injurious treatment, 
'and acquiefced in it. Tbe n::w-comer, how-
ever, refded to be controuled on his own i£land 
by a fhanger; he p;·epared once more to erors 
the area, perhaps with no other motive at pre-
fent than that of afferting his liberty of walking 
where he pleafed. The fentry drove him back 
once more, with a rude thruft·fufficient to roufe 
a man much lefs iralCible than a favage. He, 
to vindicate his right, laid an arrow on his bow? 
which he aimed at the aggreffor; but the foldier 
lnftantly levelled his mufket and iliot him dead. 
Captain Cook landed in the iameinoment; he 
faw the native fall, and many of his countrymen 
r~nning off to hide themfelves from the cruel 
and treacherous people who had polluted their 
Wand. He commanded th,~ {(sidier to be lO2.ded 
with irons, and rent him on board th3 £l1ip_ 
He next endeavoured to appea(e the natives, 
and the natural excdlence of the human heart 
is (ucb, that [everal, efpecially thofe who came 
from the flat eaftern hill, were per(uaded to 
fray, and once more to truft thofe who had fa 
grievou£ly violated the laws of hofpitality. Dr. 
Sparrman and myfelf were {huck with the mo-
deration of the people, 'Nho had furrered us to 

paiS 
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I i 77+. pars by them unmolcfted, when they might ea
AUGusT·fily have taken a fevere revenge for the murder 
'--v--J of their countryman. We went on board with 

captain Cook, greatly apprehenfive for .the fafety 
of my father, who [till remained in the woods, 
accompanied by a fingle failor. We had, how
ev€r, the fatisfaaion to fee him fafe about a quar
ter of an hour after, among the party of marines 
who were left on the beach to protea fome of 
our water cailes. A boat was immediately fent 
of4 which brought him on board. He had met 
with the fame good treatment from the natives 
as ourfelves; they had Jearnt to know our di[
pofition, and feemed to be too good tempered 
to confound the innocent with the guilty. Thus 
one dark and deteftable aaion effaced all the 
hopes with which I had fl.atter~d myfelf. The 
natives, inftead of looking upon us in a more 
favourable light than upon other ftrangers, had 
realon to deteft us much more, as we came to 
deftroy under the fpecions maik of friendlbip; 
and fome amongft us lamented that in
fiead of making amends at this place for the 
many raCh acts which we had perpetrated at 
almoft every ifland in our comfe, we had wan
tonly made it the fcene of the great eft cruelty. 
Captain Cook refolved to' puniih the marine 
with the urmoft rigour for having tranfgreiTed 
his pofiti,'e orders, according to which the cho
leric emotions of the favages were to be repreiTed 
with gemlenefs, and prudently fuffered to cool. 
But the officer who commanded on Ihore, de
clared that be had not delivered thefe orders to 
the [entry, but given him others which im
ported, that the leaft threat was to be puniilied 
with immediate death. The foldier was there
fore immediately cleared, and the officer's right 

to 
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to difpofe of the' lives of the natives remained '774· 
uncontroverted.. AUGUST. 

We came on f110re again after dinner, where '"--v-J 
our people hauled the feine, and caught a few 
fiih. The n~ti ves on the beach were very few 
in number, and chiefly without arms; the mur-
der of their countryman feemed to b~ forgot~ 
ten, or at Ie aft they feemed to have forgiven 
it in their hearts. My father, with Dr. Sparr-
man and myfelf, walked about on the plain, 
and iliat fome birds. vVe only met a fingle 
native, who at fight of us immediately ftruck 
into a different path, and walked very fwiftly 
to efcape us. We called to him, and making 
all the friendly figns which we could invent, 
at lail: prevailed on him to turn back, He 
approached us with diftruft and apprehenfion 
marked in every gefture; however, by making 
bim ii)me prefents, his fears were removed, mu-
tual confidence took place, and we parted 
very good friends. It was late, in the even-
ing when we left the fuore with all our peo-
ple. 

Early in the morning feveral canoes of the Satur. :20. 

natives got under fail, and went out of the har-
bour, Their form refembled that of the canoes 
at the Friendly li1ands, but with this difference, 
that the 'l1orkmaniliip was very inferior at Tan-
na, They have out-riggers to all their canoes; 
and fame may contain twenty people. Their 
fails were low triangular mats, of which the 
broadefl: part is uppermoft, and the {harp an-
gle below. A long pir:ce of timber, hollowed 
out in the middle, forms the bottom of the ca-
noe, and upon this one or two planks are fixed. 
forming the two fides, by means of ropes of 
the coco-nut fibres. Thefe ropes are drawn 
through dle round holes in feverals knobs on 

the 
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T 774-. the inude of the planks, by which means the 
AUGUST. latter are not pierced with a ringle hole. Their 
~ oars are ill-fhaped, and very clumfi.ly made. 

It [eems the fabric of a boat is [0 tedious an en
terprize to people who are in· a continual ftate 
of warfare, that they cannot {pend mnch time 
in polifhing the timbers, and giving them 
that p::rfetl:ion and elegance, which is con
fpicnous in the manufacl:ures of the Friendly 
IQands. 

The wind being favourable 'to our departure 
at' pretent, we weighed the anchor, and fet 
fail, after a ftay of fixteen days. The iOand 
of Tanna is Gtuated in I~/ 30'S. lat. and 169" 
3 8' E. long~ and I belic:ve does not exceed twen
ty-four leagues in circuit. A clayey fort of 
:fi:one, mixed with pieces of chalk-ftones, forms 
mofl of the rocks which we examined. It is 
commonly of a brownilb or yellowifh colour, 
and lies in ftrata nearly horizontal, about fix 
inches thick. _ In a few places we obferved a 
foft black: flone, compofed of the afhes and 
fuerls thrown up by the volcano, mixed with 
clay, or v"ith a fort of tripoly, which is called 
rotten ftone by [orne miners. This fubftance 
fometimes forms alternate ftrata with the black 
fione. The [arne volcanic [and, mixed with 
vegetable mold, forms the rich foil of this ii1and, 
on which, as I have already mentioned, all ve
getables thrive with uncommon luxuriance. 
The volcano which burns on the il1and, doubt
lets works a g~eat change in its'mineral produc
tions, and might perhaps have afforded [orne 
neVi ob[ervations, if the jealouty of the natives 
had not continually prevented our examining it. 
\\r e found native [ulphur in the white earth 
which' covers the [olfataras, from whence the 
aqueous ftreams ariie. The tafte of this earth was 

ftrongly 
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ftronglyaluminous, and it may perhaps be im- 1774. 
pregnated with particles of that faIt. We like_AuGusT. 
\vife met with a red bolus near there places, and "-v--' 
obferved a white felenitic ftone among the na-
tives, which they wear as an ornament in the 
cartilage between the noftrils. We found fome 
fpecimens of ftrong lavas; but as we could not 
come near the volcano, we never met wi th them 
in any quantity. The hot fprings have a kind 
of afhingency in the taft,~, which gives us fome 
reafon to [ufpea that they contain mineral par-
ticles; but we had no opportunity to make ex
'periments on board with the water which we 
brought from thence. The only remark of any 
confequenct>, is a confirmation of a former well-
known faa with regard to volcanos, viz. that 
thefe burning mountains are not always the 
higheft in the whole ridge, as ill Peru and Sici-
Jy, but that they fometimes break out in a fe-
coodary ridge, and are even of an inconGdera-
ble height. As there are inftances in the A~ores, 
and in the Archipelago, that volcanic erup-
tions have forced their way through the fea 
from the unfathomable bottom, this circum-
france would be of lefs confequence, if it had 
not difagreed with the opinion of the great na-
turalift, M. de Buffon. He aiTerts, that the 
higheft mountains alone are the feat of volcanic 
fires, being defirbus to remove thefe fires as far 
from the centre of the earth as pof.Iible. Ano-
ther obfervation which we made feems to prove, 
that the eruptiohS commonly fucceeded after 
(bowers of rain; but /0 010rt a ftay as ours is 
infufficient to give this remark its nece~ary 
weight, though it coincides with the conJ.ec~ 
tures which have hitherto been made concerning 
the caufes of fubterraneous fires. The vegeta-
ble produCtions of Tanna are very rich and. va-

nous. 
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1774- rions The forefts are filled wi rh plants, of 
AUGUST. which a areat number were new to us and "--y--J , b , 

, [orne were fpeci(:s hitherto known only in the 
Eaft Indian iOands. The cultivated grounds 
likewife contain a great variety of plants which 
are unknown in the Society and Friendly Iflands, 
and no lefs than forty different fpecies are cul
tivated. Among the fpontaneous plants, we 
ought particularly to repeat the mention of the 
nutmeg, in defence of Q£iros's veracity, who 
aiTerts that he found it in Tierra del Efpiritu 
Santo, which doubtlefs belongs to this group 
of ii1ands. Whether oranges are cultivated, 
or grow wild, is uncertain, as we never met 
with a flngle tree that bore them, but were 
obliged to content our[elves with the fruit, which 
the women fometimes fold to us. 

The animal creation in Tanna is likewi[e 
numerous and beautiful. Shells indeed are 
[carce upon the coaft, and the natives go in 
qneft of them to other iflands, fetting fome va
ILle alfo upon large mother of pearl fhells. Fifh, 
on the contrary, are numerous, an.d in great 
variety: with the feine and hook we caught 
mullet (11Zullus,) Brafllian pike, garfifh, dol
phins, cavalhas, parrot-filb, fling-rays, tooth
!efs-rays, angel-fi.!h,iliarks, and fucklng-fifh, 
as well as feveral ipecies of mackrel and mullet 
(mugiO. The woods contained a vari:y of 
birds, eipecially fevcral forts of pigeons, parro
quets, and fly-catchers. Among the latter we 
found a fpecies which is likewife to be met 
with in New Zeeland. The Ceylonefe owl, a 
fpecies of creeper, a fort of duck, and a p:urple 
water-hen, were likewife feen; but all in gene
ral were remarkably fuy, which feems to indicate 
their being purfued by the natives. The only 
tame fowls are the common cock and hen; and 

the 
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the only domeftic quadrupeds are hogs. Rats J 774. 
and bats, both which I have already mention_AuGusT. 
ed, form the only two wild fpecies of quadru- '-v--J 
peds. 

Tanna, thus well fupplied by nature, and 
ble1Ted with the mild influence of a tropical 
climate, contains a race of men in a much infe
rior ftate of civilization, than the natives of the 
Friendly and Society Wands, who live nearly in 
the fame parallel, but to the eaftward. I am 
of opinion, we rate the population of Tanna 
very high, when we fuppofe it to amount to 
twenty thoufand p:,:rfons. The plantations feem 
to bear a fmall proportion to the wild forefts, 
wherever we walked about in the iiland, only ex
cepting the flat hill along the eaftern fbore of 
the bay, which is indeed the richeft fpot I ever 
beheld in the South Seas. The excellence of 
the [oil, inftead of being an advantage to cul
tivation in its infant ftate, is rather of dilfervice; 
as all kinds of wild trees, bufhes and weeds, are 
with the greateft difficulty rooted out, and pro
pagate with luxuriance, either from feeds, or 
from the roots. Cultivated vegetables, being of 
a more weakly and delicate nature, are eafily 
oppreifed and fuffocated by the indigenous wild 
tribes, till repeated labours fucceed at laft to 
bring them to a flourifbing flate. There two 
circumftances together ftrongly indicate, that 
the nation which inhabits Tanna is not very nu~ 
merous, in proportion to the extent of that 
ifland. The people feem to live difperfed in 
[mall villages, confifting of a few families; and 
their conftant cuftom of going armed is a cer· 
tain fign that they formerly had, and probably 
ftill have, wars with neighbouring ii1anders, or 
quarrels amongf1 themfel ves. If I might ven· 
ture a conjecture, founded upon the languages 

VOL. II. X which 
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1774. which we heard fpoken in the ifland, I lhould 
AUGUST. fuppofe that [everal tribes of different nations 
'--v---J have peopled the ifland of Tanna, and may 

have difputed the po£feffion of the ground with 
each other. Befides the common language of 
the ifland, and befides a dialetl: of that of the 
Friendly mands, we colletted fome words of a 
third language, chiefly current among the in
habitants of its weft ern hills; and we particu
larly obtained the numerals of all the three 
tongues, which are indeed totally diftinCt. In 
the common language of Tanna, we met with 
two or three words, which have a clear affinity 
with the language of Mallicollo, and about 
the [arne number correfpond with fome words of 
the Malay; but in general they are wholly unlike 
each other, and related to no o:her tongpe that I 
know of. There is a ftrong kind of afpiration, 
and a guttural found, in many words at Tanna, 
which are, however, very [onorous and full of 
vowels, and therefore eafily pronounced. 

The [mall fize of the iDands in the South 
Sea, and the want of wild quadrupeds on them, 
have totally prevented their firft. fettlers from 
living by the chace, the uhlal occupation of 
ravages. This confined fpace likewiCe did not 
allow them to breed n llmerous herds of domeftic 
animals, and obliged them to have recourfe to 
the cultivation of the [oil for their immediate 
[ubf1ftence, efpecially when they could not fup
port themfelves by fifhing. It has been the fa
lutary confequence of this early application to 
rural ~conomy, to facili tate civilization. All 
the natIOns of tropical iDands in the South Sea 
have fixed habir3tions, and it is only" the degree 
of ~leg;ance and convenience which difl:inguiilies 
theIr dIfferent progrefs in culture. The people 
of Tanna do not appear, according to tbis ftan-

dard, 
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dard, to be far advanced; their houfes are mere 1774. 
fheds, which barely cover them from the incle AUGlIST~ 
mency of the weather. Drefs, another diftin-~· 
guifhing charaCter of civilization, is as yet en-
tirely unknown to them; and in the place of 
cleanlinefs, which every where renders mankind 
agreeable to each other, we obferved divers forts 
of paint arid greafe. . They feem however to be 
in great forwardnefs towards receiving a greater 
polifh. Their food is much varied by the arts 
of cookery which the women put in practice; 
they roaft or broil the yams and bananas; they 
flew the green leaves of a kind of fig, and of 
the okra (hibi/cus e/culentlls), they bake pud-
dings made of a pafte of bananas and eddoes, 
containing a mixture of coco-nut kernel and 
leaves, and they likewife eat feveral forts of ripe 
fruits, without any preparation. Their poultry 
and hogs doubtlefs fupply them at times with 
animal food; and from time to time they catch 
fifh and birds, which very probably are reckoned 
dainties. If the tafte for a variety of food be-
comes more general and violent, agriculture, 
arts, and manufae;lures will be carried on with 
greaterfpirit, as far as they are fubfervient to 
the pleafure of the palate, and one re8nement 
frill muft give birth to another. The heavieft 
talk becomes light and amufing, as foon as it is 
undertaken from our own inclination, and for 
the gratiii.cation of our fenfes. The domeftic 
life of the people of Tanna is not wholly defti-
tute of amufements; they are at prefent indeed 
of a more ferious turn than the civilized nations 
of the Friendly and Society iilands, and the 
more favage inhabitants of Mallicollo: but, on 
the other hand, i;1eir mUllc is in greater perfec-
tion than any in the South Sea;' ~nd it cannot 
be difputed that a predilection for harmoniolls 

X 2 founds 
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1774. founds implies great fenfibiIity, and muft pre
AUGUST' pare the way for civilization. Agreeably to their 
'--v--' prefent fituation, their government is in a very 

imperfeCt ftate. Every village or family appears 
to be independent, and only to join with the 
reft when their common intereft is abfolutely the 
fame: for example, when their country is threat
ened by the invafion offtrangers. The aged or 
the ftrong appear to have the greateft influence 
among the multitude, and a diverfity of ranks 
feems to be unknown. The [eparate intereft of 
many fmall focieties muft frequently clalb, and 
of courfe involve them in feuds, which nouriili, 
in fome meafure, the principles of diftruft and 
revenge. This difficulty can only be remedied 
in procefs of time by the encreafe of population, 
which will oblige them to unite and to eftabliili 
a government on a more permanent baGs. The 
manufaCture of arms, upon which they now 
fpend more time than on any other, will then 
employ their more numerous leifure hours, and 
the fame elegance which is at prefent lavifhed 
on the arms at the Friendly Wands, may like
wife at Tanna become the work of peace and 
mutual fafety. How far their navigations to 
neighbouring iflands may haften that p~riod is 
uncertain; but commerce is doubtlefs of infinite 
fervice to the encreale of civilization. 

We know nothing of their religion, except 
the folemn -fong which we heard on the eailern 
point of the bay almoft every morning, from 
v,hence we fufpeCt that they have a place of 
worfnip in the woods thereabouts. Their foli
citude to prevent our acce[s to that part [eems 
to ftrengthen this conjee:lure; but in th~ir gene
ral behaviour we did not take notice of the leaft 
religious aCt, nor of any thing that could be con
ftrued into fuperftition. -The only circumftance 

which 
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which has fome appearance of owing its origin I 774. 
to a religious notion, is their taking up the AUGUST. 

prefents which we gave them, in a leaf; but as "-y---J 

tbis was not a general cuftom, and almoft en-
tirely neglected as Coon as we became better ac
quainted, I cannot lay any ftrefs upon it. . Civi-
lization enlarges and unravels the idea of a Deity, 
which is not unknown to the favage, though his 
more immediate wants prevent his giving atten-
tion to it. When the exigencies of nature are 
fupplied with lefs trouble, and in a fhorter time, 
the intellectual part expands and mounts to 
heaven to find fame occupation. It cannot be 
expected that during the little fray which we 
made at Tanna, and in the confined fituation 
to which the diftruft of the natives reduced us at 
firft, we ibould have been able to collect more 
certain and inftruCtive obfervations, or an exact 
detail of the whole extent of knowledge among 
the natives. Many articles, and efpecially all 
the cuftoms of domeftic life, remain entirely 
unknown to us. All nations praCtife certain 
ceremonies on folemn occaGons, fuch as mar-
riages, births, or deaths; and however fImple 
they may be at Tanna, they contribute to deli-
neate the character of the people, qf which our 
knowledge is but too imperfect. The viGts 
which we' made to them on the hill, gave us 
great reafon to believe them hofpitable, and open 
to fentiments of univerfal benevolence, as foon 
as the apprehenGons for their fafety were paci-
fied. We found them unjufr to their women, 
but not fo cruel and unnatural as the New Zee-
landers; on the contrary, it is rather to be [up-
pored thac they' make gradual advances to~ards 
that kind difpofition which manifefrs itfelf m the 
good treatment of the fex at the Friendly and 
SocietyIilands. Upon other occafions we had 

rea[on 
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1774. rearon to believe them brave and intrepid, and 

AUGUST. their conduct to us in the woods, after the fatal 
'--v---J murder of their countryman, was certainly ge

nerous. Their converfation fometimes afforded 
Wi an opportunity of admiring their fagacity. 
Their behaviour to us at our nrft arrival, and 
the cuftom of going conftantly armed, are evi
dent marks of diftruft; and the cuftom of eat
ing human flefh, which their figos plainly indi
cated, is a proof that their pafEons are violent. 
The intercourfe with Europeans might perhaps 
have proved a benefit to them., aod laid the 
ground-work for a future progrefs in civilizati
on, if their laft ralh action had not effaced 
thofe favourable impreilions 'which the natives 
had already conceived of them. European 
goods were in no repute; but as we left a con
fiderable number of nails and fame hatchets 
a,mong them, the durability of the metal will 
foon teach them to hold it in high efteem, and, 
it is not improbable that the next !hip whicn 
rpay happen to viiit them, will find them fond 
of iron-ware~ and eager to barter provifions for 
i~ . 

Having once Plore put to (ea, we ran to the 
eaftward, in order to examine the ifland of Ir
ronan. Our ftay at Tanna had fupplied us only 
with three or four rpeals of frefh fi!h, and a {mall 
quantity of yams, which we treafured up to 
fen~e tlpon emergencies. Some of our crew 
were at this time afflicted wi th fevers, and reo 
ceived fmall portions of thofe roots, as fubiti. 
tutes to the unwholefome bitcuit and pickled 
beef. 

Sund. Zl. In the evening we came near the if1and of Ir-
ronan, which was found to lie about twelve 
leagues to the eaft of Tanna, and confifted of 
a high table-hill. Wepaifed the night in t~ck~ 

, I!1g1 
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ing, and the next morning afcertained the fitu- 1774. 
ation of Anattom in ZOO 3' fauth, and 170° S'AUGUST. 

eaft. Its fize was inferi0r to that of Tanna, "-v--J 
though we kept at fuch a diftance that we could 
not determine it with precifion; but the height 
of its mountains was to all appearance nearly the 
fame. Obferving no other iilands to the fouth-
ward at prefent, we tbaped our courfe along the 
fouth-weft tbore of Tanna, which we faw to 
great advantage on that fide, all the hills iloping 
very gently from their fummits and inland 
ridges. As the wind was very frefh and wholly 
in our favour, we were on the lee-fide of Irro-
manga the next morning. Captain Cook w'as Mond.22. 
refolved to [pend [orne time in examining the 
weftern coafts of all this group of iilands, and 
particularly not to leave unexplored that to the 
north of Mallicollo, which had been (een by 
M. de Bougainville. This group being the 
wefternmoft hitherto known in the South Pacific 
.Ocean, captain Cook named the NEW HE-
BRIDES *, having acquired the right of giving 
this new collective name by difcovering ten large 
iilands, be fides a number of [maIler ones) all 
which had never been [een before. The day 
was not yet {pent when we had already paired the 
fouthem fuores of Sandwich Ii1and. Its afpeCt 
on that fide was very beautiful, and its forefts 
feemed more rich arid copious than we had for-
merly obferved them to the northward. Four 
{mall iflands, of inconfiderable height but finely 
wooded with the moft tufted trees, formed a 
harbour, which had the appearance of being ve-
ry convenient and fafe. 

Running 

.;t; The Hebrides are the wefternmoft iflands of Great
Britain. 
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1774· Running on all night with great fpeed, we 
~came in fight of the IDes o~ Apee, Pa-oom, and 
Tuc( 23. Ambrrym the next mornmg, and ftood along 

the fonth-weft fide of Mallicollo. The peak of 
Pa-oom feemed,at this diftanc::: in one direCtion, 
to be entirely feparate from the land before it, 
but it may neverthelefs be connected with it by 
low land. Mallicollo furpriled us again with the 
beauty and ihagginefs of its forefts, from whence 
vaft numbers of fmokes afcended, fufficient to 
prove, that a great part of thefe forefts was in
habited. A fpacions bay foon opened to our 
view, with a fine beach; and the land about it, 
was to all appearance, extremely populous and 
fertile. Two fmall iflands were fituated in this 
bay, and we feafted our eyes on the richnefs and 
luxuriance of the profpect, where the brighteil: 
tints of verdure were profufely fpread. 

A great number of natives were obferved on 
the ihore, and two canoes put off about noon, 
paddling towards us, but foon giving over the 
chace, as we failed on too faft for them. Be
yond the point which included the bay to the 
north-weft, the country loft fomething of its 
exuberant fertility, and waS interfperfed with 
barren [pots, though we faw fmokes and habita
tions on the higheft ridges: and. at night ,the 
mountains were illuminated in different places, 
by [everal lines of fires, fome of which appear,. 
ed to extend at leafl: half a mile in length. We 
paffed the north point of I\1aliicollo during night, 
and were a good way advanced in Bqugainville's 

Wedn.24·paifage at day-break on the 24th. Mallicollo 
lIes nearly N. N. W. and S. S. E. and the north 
point is in IS° 50' S. and 167" 23' E. The 
land which forms the north fide of the paifage, 
appeared very exteqfive, high and mountainous, 
and a number of fmaU iflands lay along its 

fouthern 
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fouthem coaft, which were of a very moderate 1774· 
height, and covered with the fineft forefts. TheAuGusT. 
continual fair weather which attended this part '---v--=-I 
of our navigation, made all thefe beautiful land-
fcapes appear to the greateft advantage; and the 
pleafure of contemplating a great variety of rich 
[eeneries, made us fome amends for the wretch-
ednefs of our diet, which at prefent confifted of 
no other than the fhip's provifions. 

The land which we now faw to the northward, 
feems to be the fame, which that great navi-

,gator, captain, Q:liros, called Tierra Auftral del 
Erpiritll Santo, and which at that time, he fup
pored to make part of a continent. It is nQt im
probable, that the bay of St. Philip and St. Ja
go, where he anchored, is fituated within the 
fmall if1ands, which lie before that great land. 
We really faw the appearance of a bay within 
them, but did not ftop to examine it, only giv
ing the fmall iflands the name of Bartholomew 
Ii1<;:s, from the day on which we faw them. 

We were now entertained once more with the 
fight of the if1and of Lepers, and Aurora which· 
rem,ained at a great diil:ance to the eaft of us. 
Our courre continued to the. north along the 
eafl:ern {hore of Tierra del Efpiritu Santo, where 
we fl:ill difcovered new iflands, which were not 
[een by M. de Bougainville. Thefe {mall ii1ands, 
as well as the main land, had all a very fertile 
afpeCt, being covered with fine forefts, from 
whence numerous [mokes afcended, which were 
fo ,many figns of a great population. Having 
paffed the night, ftanding off and on, we came 
abreafl: of the nonhernmoft iDands the next 
morning, and took notice that even the large Thur[ 25· 
land extended no further northward. Moil: of 
the fmall iflands were very long, narrow, and 
bluff at one end, but formed a low flat po~~t, 

runnmg 
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1774. running out to the northward. Their bluff 
AUGUST'part was commonly white like a chalk-cliff, and 
'--y--..I it was remarkable that we did not obferve any 

coco-nut trees among their forefis, which in fome 
places confified chiefly of club-wood. As we 
paffed by their northern extremity, they formed 
a very beautiful profpecr, gr~dually opening 
from each other, and clear of the main land. 
Steering to the wefiward. we paffed a projeCting 
point on Tierra del Efpiritu Santo, and opened 
a mofi fpacious bay, of which the entrance could 
be no lefs than five leagues wide. The depth 
of the bay was proportioned to the width. The 
fuores on each fide feemed to run parallel for the 
fpace of feven leagues, at the end of which the 
bay terminates. A fine beach was feen all along 
the bottom of it, and the land from thence, for 
many leagues within the country, confifted of 
hills of a very moderate height, and exteniive 
populous vallies, which had the appearance of 
fertility and plenty. We fiood over to· its 
weftern fuore where we faw many natives, efpe- . 
cially towards the evening; and likewife took 
notice of a canoe fimilar to thofe which we had 
obferved at Mallicollo; it came off, but the 
people in it kept it at a diftance from the ihip, 
and WOl.lld not come near, though we gave them 
ever fo many invitations. The hill which form
ed the wefrern fuore was rather freep, but how
ever well inhabited, and covered with woods. 
A low flat point ran out from it a rnile or two 
into the bay, and formed a kind of cove where 
we wifued to come to an anchor, as we were be
calmed, and the night was coming on. We 
founded feveral times, but found no bottom 
with one hundred and thirty, and one hundred 
and forty fathom, about a mile from the {hore. 
h was Coon perfeCtly dark, and as we only di[-

cerned 
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cerned the land by the lights which glimmered- 1774. 
through the woods in different places, our fit~- AUGUST. 

ation was beginning to be alarming, and we '--v--J 
thought of hoifting out our boats to tow us off, 
when a faint breeze affifted us to get into the 
middle of the bay. Here we waited for day- Fridayz6. 
light, and then continued to frand in to the 
fouthward with light airs, which vani!hed to-
wards noon. Two boats were fent after dinner 
to the beach which, runs along the bottom of the 
bay, in order to reconnoitre whether there was 
any port, or a river, which we could not difcern 
from on board, being frill above a league and a 
half diftant. In the mean while three canoes 
put off from the (hore, with triangular fails, and 
approached the !hip very faft. In each of them 
we obferved four or five men, to whom we 
called, as foon as we thought them within hear-
ing. They were naked, and of the fame colour 
as the Mallicollefe; but taller, and more froutly 
formed; their hair feemed to be woolly, and their 
beards frizled. Some of them had a bunch of 
feathers on the top of the head, and others wore 
a white !hell tied on the fore-head. On their 
arms they had bracelets of (hell-work, exactly 
refembling thofe which we had obferved at Mal-
1i~ollo, and round their middle they wore a nar-
row belt, from whence a long flip of matted-
work, Dve inches broad, defcended to the knees 
before and behind. One of them had a [ago-
leflf Tolled round his head, forming a kind of 
airy cap. Their canoes were of indifferent 
workman!hip like thofe of Mallicollo, and had 
out-riggers. We faw fome fpears in them, which 
had two or three prongs, and were doubtlefs in-
tended as filh-gigs; but, be fides thefe, the 
people had no arms whatfoever. They came fc) 
p~ar as to accept aprefent of medals, nails, 

Taheitee 
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1774.. Taheitee cloth, and red baize; and we could 
AUGUST. obferve them [eizing upon the nails with pecl!
\...-y--..Iliar eagernefs, which feems to indicate that they 

were not wholly unacquainted with them: Q!i
ros perhaps might leave fome iron-ware on this 
ifland, which has thus acquired a high value 
among the natives. They faftened a branch 
of the pepper-plant to the fame rope by which 
we had lowered down the nails to them; but it 
appeared, that befides this emblem of friend/bip, 
they had nothing eIfe to give. We fpoke a good 
deal to them, and ,they anfwered from time to 
time, but neither party underftood the other. 
However, I, thought of repeating the numerals 
in the dialeCt of the Friendly Iflands, and had 
fcarcely begun to count, when they immediately 
interrupted me, and counted very exaCtly till 
ten. We now pointed to the fhore, and enquir
ed for the name of the ifland. They repeated 
the word Fannooa, which in the dialect juft men
tioned fignifies land; .and called the level diftricr, 
at the bottom of the bay, 1allaonee, at the fame 
time giving feveral names for different parts of 
the country on the fides; but we could not ob
tain a general name of the ifland, which we 
therefore diftinguifhed by that of Tierra del E
fpiritu Santo, as QQiros had done before: The 
languages of Mallicollo and Tanna, of which 
we repeated fome words to thefe people, were 
either unknown to them, or we pronounced 
them too improperly to be underftood. When 
they faw our boats coming back from the /bore, 
they left us, it being then near funfet. LimIte
nant Pickerfgill, who had the command of our 
boats, reported that he found no foundings be
fore he came within two or three cables' lengths 
of the {bore, but that the bottom was good at 
this diftance. He had found a fine river, which 

was 



R 0 U N D THE W 0 R L D. 

was deep enough for his boat at the entrance, 1774. 
and had landed on one of the banks, whilft a AUGUST. 

great number of natives appeared in the bullies '-v--J 

on the oppofite fide. He .made many figns of 
friend!hi p, and called and beckoned to them to 
come over the water; but none of them ven-
turing to accept the invitation, he re-irnbarked, 
and returned to the fhip. The boats were hoift-
ed in, and a breeze fpringing up, aflifted us to 
go gradually out of the bay. Captain Cook:. 
gave this bay the name of St. Philip and St. 
Iago; but it is frill fomewhat doubtful, whether 
it is the fame which Qgiros has diftinguilbed by 
that name; at leaft the port of Vera Cruz, which 
according to that Spanifh navigator, has room 
for a thoufand ihips, is not to be found in it "', 
The eaftern point of the entrance was named 
cape ~iros, and lies in 14° 55' S. and 1670 
14' E. The weftern point extends fomewhat 
more to the northward, being in J 4° 38' S. and 
166 0 52' E. and was named cape Cumberland. 
We were off this point early the next morning. 
and advanced Dowly out of the bay, along the 
northern coaft of the iiland, being much detain-
ed by calms and light airs. QQiros had great 
rear on to extol the beauty and fertility of this 
country; it is indeed, to appearance, one of the 
fineft in the world. Its riches in vegetable pro-
ductions would doubtlefs have afforded the bo-
tanift an ample harveft of new plants, as next 
to New Zeeland it was the largeft land we had 
hitherto feen, and had the advantage of having 
never been examined by other naruralifts. But 
the ftudy of nature was only made the fecondary 
object in this voyage, which, contrary to its ?ri-

gmal 

>If See Mr. D:l.lrymple's ufeful and judicious CoJle£'cion of 
Voyages, vol. 1. p. 132, 14::\, and 169. 
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1774' ginal intent, was fo contrived in the execution, 
AUGUST'as to produce little more than a new track on 
"--v--' the chart of the fouthern hemifphere. vVe were 

therefore obliged to look upon thofe moments, 
as peculiarly fortunate, when the urgent wants 
of the crew, and the intereft of the fciences, 
happened to coincide. 

A ihark was caught in the afternoon, and af
forded us a freih meal. We found a {mall in
fect, of the monoculus tribe, upon its back, 
which much refembled the fpecies in the gills of 
faimons. A fcorpion was likewite dii10dged 
from a fhelf, by the accidental removal of a 
book; fome of thefe creatures having been 
brought on board at the Society or Friendly 
Wands with clufters of bananas, on which they 
fometimes fit. Towards night we made ano
ther acquifition; it was a booby, of the fort 
which Linmeus calls pelecanus fiber, which had 
roofted on the main-yard. 

The day following a light air likewife retarded 
our progrefs, fa that we Dowly examined the 
weftern coaft of Tierra del Efpiritu Santo. A 
variety of fiih were obferved fwimming along 
fide; two albecores were caught, and a fingle
dolphin was ftruck with the harpoon, after 
many unfl1ccefsf111 attempts. The land on this 
fide was high, and the mountains very fteep. 
Many fires were obferved at night, probably in 
order to clear the ground for plantations. Q!iros 
having likewife feen fires on this iDand, conjec
tured as we had done at firft, that they were 
feux de joye, and illuminations, on account of 
the arrival of iliips. A foutherly breeze fpring
ing up, obliged us to tack off and Oll, during 
the 30th and 3 I ft, when we reached the S. W. 
point of the iDand, which we named Cape Lif
burne, and which is fituated in ISO 35' S. and 

167" 
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167" E. We frood once more in to the paifage 177'1-· 
between Tierra del Efpiritu Santo and Mallicol_AuGusT. 
la, in order to complete the circuit of the ,for- '-.r--J 
mer. Here we faw the bay which M. de Bou-
gain ville has expreifed in his map, ibeltered by 
fame of the Bartholomew mands: if did not 
however appear to be of fuch great extent as 
it is there reprefented. About fix in the even-
ing we put about, and frood to the S. S. W. 
from the New Hebrides, with a S. E. trade· wind. 
This group of ifiands, which we had now cur-
forily examined in the fpace of forty-fix days, 
feems to be well worth the attention of future 
navigators, efpecially if they ibould ever be fent 
out upon the liberal plan of making difcoveries 
in all the various branches of fcience. I will not 
pretend to fay that they would find great riches. 
of filver and pearls, which QQiros was forced tQ 
fpeak of, in order to engage an interefted, avari-
cious court, to fupport his great and fpirited un
dertakings. Thefe incitements are not neceifary 
now a-days, when feveral monarchs in Europe 
have convinced the world that they can inftitute 
voyage3 of difcovery, with no other view than 
the increafe of human knowledge, and the im
provement oC mankind. The [urns which fome 
of their predeceifors have laviibed on parafites, 
have been found fufficient to make an immenfe 
progrefs, nay, to produce a new and important 
revolution in the frate of the [ciences, which 
have ever required a trifling expence to triumph 
over the numberlefs obftacles that ignorance, 
envy, or fuperftition oppo[ed againft them. 
The natural productions of the New Hebrides, 
exclufive of all kinds of artificial riches, are 
therefore in my opinion confiderable enough t? 
engage the attention of future voyagers. Their 
volcanoes, their vegetables, and their inhabi-

tants, 
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1774· tants, would provide fufficientemployrnent for 
AUGUST. a Ferber", a Solander, and many of the hifto
'--v--J rians of mankind. 
SEPT EM. We proceeded at prefent to the fouthward, 
Thurf. I. and prepared to crofs the South Sea in its great-

eft breadth towards the extremity of America; 
and though our crew were much weakened by 
living entirely upon faIt meat in a hot climate, 
yet it was intended not to touch at any place by 
the way; a projeCt, which if it had been put 
in execution, would doubtlefs have proved fatal 
to fome of them, whofe bad conftitution would 
not enable them to fupport fuch an abftinence. 
Fortunately, after ftanding on the fame courfe 
for three days, we fell in with a large land, which 
had never been vifited by any European navi
gator before, and which entirely altered the plan 
of our proceedings for the remaining part of our 
ftay in the South Seas . 

.. Mr. Ferber is the firf!: and only man of fcience who has 
given us a truly fcientifical and mineralogical account of Ve
iilVius, which is worthy the attention of naturalifts. See his 
Letters to baron Born, LQndon, 1776. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. III. 

Dijco'Uery of New Caledonia.-Account of our 
j/qy tbere.-Range along the C0ti/t to our de
p"1rtztre.-Dijcl)very of Norfolk lJl:md.-Re
turn to New Zeeland. 

ON the 4th of September, about {even in '774· 
t,he morning, a midfhipman at the maft-head ~ 
ditcov€red land to the fouth, ex:tending a great Sund. 4. 
way to the weft ward, and likewite to the fouth
eaftward. It appeared ~o be very high, and its 
diilance from us was about eight leagues, being 
(een through a haze which made it appear far-
ther o.ff than it really was. We had at this 
time little wind, though fair weather, and there-
fore aclvanc;ed !Jowly towards this new and un-
expeCted coaft. M. de Bougainville takes no-
tice of meeting with a p~rt of the fea which was 
entirely fIT!Qoth "', and where feveral pieces of 
wood and fruits floated paft hi~ 01ip. This was 
nearly to the N.W. of the land which we now 
difcoy,ered, and which, as qn \lb.le and intelli-
gent pavigator, he had conjectured to lie in that 
direCtion. 

!\. calm, which happened after noon, entirely 
flppp.zd our progrefs towards tbe land, to which 
we were no',? near enough. to difcern feveral 
fmokes, fufficient to prove that it was inha
bited. An officer at the maf\:-head likewife 
ente;rtain.ed lIS with the hope of feeing an0ther 
volcano, of which he faid he had feen the fmoke 

VOL. Jr. Y burfting 

/(> See his Voyage. 
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1774. burfting out. He muft, ho.vever, have b':'!en 
SllfTI'M. deceived by appearances, as we never after
'--v---J wards raw any volcanic produCtion upon this 

ifland. The point which had firfi been (een, 
was named after the midihipman, Clpe Colnett, 
and is fituated in ZOO 30' (outh, and 1650 2' 

eaft. The whole land, appearing to be very 
extenfive, was honoured with the appellation of 
Nova Caledrmia. We could not wait the mo
ment which ihould bring us acquainted with 
the inhabitants of this land, but formed feveral 
conjeCtures relative to them. As we had found 
the inhabitants of the New Hebrides not only 
entirely diftinCt from the New Zeelanders, but 
alfo different amongft themfelves, this new 
country offered itfelf to our eyes very opporr 
tunely in order to account for the population 
of New Zeeland; but the fequel convinced us 
that our ideas were very premature on this fub~ 
jeCt, and that the hiftory of the human fpecies 
in the South Seas cannot yet be unravelled with 
any degree of precifion. _ 

Before it was dark, three failing canoes were 
feen coming off from the ihore. Perhaps the 
natives had taken our fhip to be a canoe, and 
upon this fuppoGtion had miftaken the diftllnce, 
for foon after they put about and returned. 
The land to the weft ward feemed to be divided 
into feveral iflands, and a-head of the fhip we 
obferved fome breakers, which gave us rea
fon to conclude that a reef of coral furround
ed the land at a conllderable diftance from 
j t. 

MonJ. 5. Early the next morning, having a fine breeze, 
we ftood towards the ihore, and [oon difcovered 
the reef, which ran parallel to the coaft, at the 
difl:ance of three leagues. Within it we faw fe
veral cc:noes, each provided with two la~ge 

fads, 
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fails, one behind the other, and fome natives I774· 
on board of them employed in fifhing. A few SEPTEM. 

other canoes put off from the !hore fome time '--v--I 
after, and, pal1ing the reef, came towards the 
iliip .. vVe called to them as foon as we could 
be heard, but they only looked at us, and foon 
returned the way they came, making however 
no unfriendly ge1hues Having obferved a:1 
entrance into the reef we hoifted two boats out, 
which we fent -to found. In a little time they 
made the fignal of having found a convenient 
and fafe paifage into the {;'TIooth water within 
the reef, and we could obferye them converfing 
upon very amicable terms vvith a canoe full of 
the natives. Our Ibip frood into this fmooth 
baCon through a gap in the reef, which was a-
bout a mile in breadth. The .natives laid fome 
(jf their canoes on both fides of the paifage, in 
a place where it was narrow, and beckoned to 
us to keep in the middle between, which gave 
us a very high opinion of their friendly and open 
diCpofition. Our boats frill continued to pro-
ceed a-head of us, founding from time to time, 
and making fignals of the depth of water. Tbe 
face of the country looked ratber barren as we 
approached, and was covered with a dry whitinl 
grafs. Trees were very fparingly fcattered on 
tbe mountains, and. feemed all to have whiLe 
ftems, and to refemble willows; nor was any 
kind of Ibrubberies or underwood to be [een. 
CominO" nearer, we difcovered a fmall border 
of flat ~nd at the foot ot the hills, covered wi t11 
green and tufted trees and bullies, amongn: 
which we faw now and then a coco-nut palm 
and a banana-tree. Some houfes likewife ap-
peared, which had tbe {hape of conical ot 
round bee-hives, with a hole for the entrance, 
and exac11y rerembled the haufes which ar::: re-

y 2 prer~nted 
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1774· pre[ented in Le Maire's and Schouten's voyage, 
~UTH!. and which they (aw on Cocos apd Hoorne 
~1i1and'*. 

Lieutenant Pickerrgill, who had been out in 
the boat, now returned on board, and t~ld ~lS 
that the people in the canoes had been extreme
ly friendly towards him. and O1ewed one qf 
their number whom they named Tcaboomq, 
and ftiled their areekee, or king, He gave him 
[orne medals and other trifles, and likewife pre
fented the other people in the canoe with the 
[arne; but they all delivered what they received 
immediately into the hands of Td-booma. Mr. 
Pickerfgill brOl,1gpt on board four or five fifh, 
of whi,ch tpefe good people had made him a 
prefent; but unfortunately they were already 
putrid and unfit to be eaten. 

We raw a [mall iilet in the harbour, fur
rounqed by reefs and (hoals, near which we 
let gD our anchGlr in a good bottom. This w~s 
no fooner done than we were furrounqed by 
about twenty canoes, each of which was pro
vided with fails, and confifted of two hulls, 
connected by a platform of bo::trds, on which 
lay a heap of foil and a{hes, where the n;ltives 
kept a conftant fire. Many of thefe people im
mediately came on board, placing perfeCt con
fidence in us, and one of them exchanged a 
yam for a fmall bit of red cloth. \\' e fat down 
to dinner, and a number of the natives were 
our fpectators. They ate very heartily of the 
yams which we had obtained at Tanna, but re
fufed to touch our faIt pork, or to drink a drop 
o,f wine. Unfortunately, yams were fuch a ra
my upon our table, that we could npt conve-

niently 

.. See the plates in Mr. DaIrYOlpl;e's CoJleCliol) of VOy
ages, voL II, 



nient1y part with them. They admired every '774. 
tIling that I:a'd a red. colour, particularly red SFPT gM". 

doth or DaIZe, bilt dId riot choofe to give us ~ 
any thing in exchange. Their language, if 
we except the: word areekee and one or two 
more; had no affinity with. anyone of the va-
6()HS J:anguages which we had heard in the 
South Sea before. This was the more furprifing 
to us, as we- had fouFrd one language, or at 
leaft diarefrs of it, in all the eafl:erly iflands of 
the South Sea, as well as at New Zeeland. 
Tl1e people were likewife different from any 
we had feerr. They were very ftout, tall, and 
in general _ well proportioned; their features 
mild, their beards and ha'ir black and ftrongly 
frizJ:ed, [0 as to be alrhoft woolly in [orne indi-
vi-duals, and their general colour [warthy or a 
dark che[nut brown, nearly the [arne with that 
of fhe peopk of Tanna. 

After dinner we proceeded to a flat point on 
the Ihore~ where we raw a- great croud of the na
tives affembled. Two boats filled with people 
went on this expedition, and among them were 

-twelve marines, well aimed. We landed with
out the lea·it oppbfition among the natives, [ome 
of whom were armed, but others entirely de
fence1efS. Our marines drew up in a line, 
whilfr we went up and down before them, and 
defired the natives to g1ve us [orne robm, to 
Which they readily confented. A handfome 
young man; who, according to Mr. Pickerfgill, 
Was the chief Tea- booma, held a [peech almoft 
as [('lon as we had ftepped afhore. Previous to 
th~s; another of the natives pronounced fome 
:--vords very loud, upon which a general filence 
lmrnediately enfned. The fpetch wa~ very 
moderate, though feriol1s, and frorh tIme to 
time delivered in a loud tone. Sometimes the 

orator 
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1774. orator feemed to propofe feveral queftions, which 
SEPTErvL were always anfwered by fame old men in the 
'--v--J croud, and the whole lafted two or three mi

nutes. A little while after another chief ar-
rived, who likewife held a fpeech of the fame 
nature to us; after which we mixed freely in 
the croud, and had an opportunity of examining 
their arms and ornaments. Our principal enqui
ry, which we expreifed by figns, was whether 
they had any frefh water, upon which fome 
pointed to the weft, but the greateft number 
to the eaftward. Their perfons were tall, and 
wholly of that character which I obferved in 
thofe who came on board at firft. Many of 
them, however, had prodigious thick legs and 
arms, which feemed to be affected by a kind of 
leprofy. They all went naked, only tying a 
ftring round the middle, and another round the 
neck. A little piece of brown cloth, made of 
the bark of a fig-tree, which is fometimes tuck
ed up to the belt, and fometimes pendulous, 
fcarcely deferves the name of a covering; it 
[eerns indeed not to be intended for a veil, any 
more than the contrivance of the Mallicollefe, 
and in the eyes of Europeans would rather be 
reckoned obfcene than decent. Every inhabi
tant of this if1and, therefore, like the natives 
of Tanna and Mallicollo, was an ambulant fi
gure of the Roman Garden-God. The ideas 
of modefty are different in every country, and 
change in different periods of time. Where all 
men go naked, for inftance on New Holland *, 
cuftom familiarizes them to each other's eyes, 
as much as if they went wholly muffled up in 

garments . 

• 1< The natives of New Holland, of both fexes, go en
tIrely naked, and have not the leaf!: covering from the mo'
tives oflhame. See Hawkefworth, vol. III. 
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garments. The fafhionable dreffes and fuits of 1774· 
armour which were worn in the fifteenth and SEPTI!M. 

fixteenth century at every European court, '--v--'-. 
would at prefent be looked upon as the moft in-
decent that can poffibly be contrived; and yet 
who will dare to a{[ert that there was Iefs mo-
def1:y in the world at that age than in this, or 
defame the virtuous characters of th.:: invincible 
knights of that time, fo famous for chaftity, 
honour, and gallantry,---becaufe they wore 
breeches made after the fafhions of the times"? 

The fame piece of cloth, which the natives 
of New Caledonia have made fo confpicuous, is 
fometimes of fuch a length, that the extremity 
is faftened to the ftring round the neck. To 
this fhing they alfo hang fmall round beads, 
of a pale green nephritic ftone, which is of the 
fame fp'ecies with that of Tanna, and nearly re-

·lated to that of New Zeeland. On their heads 
many among them wear black cylindrical caps, 
made of a very coarfe matted work, arJd entire
ly open at both ends, being only a kind of ftiff 
cloth, formed by a longitudinal feam into a 
cylindc~ which has [orne refemblance to the 
cap of an huffar. The chiefs had ornamented 
theirs with many fmall red plumes, and at the 
top with long black cock's feathers. In their 
ears, of which the extremity is ftretched to a 
great length, and the wbole cartilage cut out, 
as at Eafter Wand, they bang great numbers of 
tortoife-fhel! rings, as is cuftomary at Tanna, 
and fometimes place a fcroll, made of a fugar
cane leaf, in the hole. Their arms were clubs, 

[pears 

.. In the arfenals at the Tower of London may be feen 
many complete fuits of armour, which will better explain 
my meaning. 
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1774. (pears and Hi ngs. The former were of differ
SEPTEM. ent Ibapes and woods, but in general rather 
~fubtt; (eld6m exceeding three feet in length, 

and refembling that fort of the clubs of Tanna, 
which is made' of the caJuarina. Their ends 
are cut out in fl:ars and various knobs, and 
[orne are formed almafl: like a fey the or pick~ 
axe, with a very iliort handle. Their (pears 
are fifteen or twenty feet long. and black, Of 
bla:clteried over; and the bd1: of them; fome
tvha:t before the middle, have a prominencet 
",bid'} is carved fa as ta bear a rude refemblance 
to a humah face. They throw them by the aflift~ 
imce of fuch Ibort cords, knobbed at one end 
and looped at the other, as are ufual at 'farina; 
and whkh [eamen call beckets; Tho(e of New 
Caledonia were of (uperiof wO'rkmanfhip, and 
contained a quantity of red wool, which we 
thou'Id have taken: for the covering of a new 
(ott ,of animal, if We had not formerly feeh the 
vampyre, or great Indian hat, from whence it 
was taken. Their I'ail: weapons were flihg'S, for 
DOWS m'ld arrows wete wholly unknown to 
them. Thefe flings confiil:ed of 11 flender round 
Cdl'd, ·ho ,thicker than a packthread, which had 
a t~~el at one- ~nd, and a loop at rhe other end 
and m the m1ddle. The fl:ones whi'ch they 
u[~d were oblong, and pointed at each end, 
be111g made of a foft and unctuous [oap-rock 
(jitfietllteJ) , \vhich could eafily be rubbed into 
that 0ape Thefe exactly fitted the loop in 
the mIddle of the fling,. and were kept in a 
wallet or potket of coarfe doth, fironaly woven, 
pf a kind of gra[s, which w;s tiel on abollt 
th~ middle. Theirfhape gives them a ftrik-

ing 
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ing refemblance to the glandes pbtmbece of the 1774-. 
Romans '". SEPT EM. 

Captain Cook. being defirous to find a water- '-v-J 
ing-place; foon returned to the boats, and pro-
ceeded along fhore to the eaftward, where he 
faw the whole coaft lined with mangroves, 
growing in {hallow water, and in fwampy or 
marihy ground. The natives on the beach, 
feeing us put off, difpe!rfed immediately, and 
went to their feveral homes. Two of them 
wereCeen walking with gteat difficulty along the 
mangroves; for which reafon we rowed towards 
them, and took them into the boar. After we 
had proceeded near two miles, thefe two men 
'pointed out an entrance between the mangroves, 
which looked like a rivClt. As it was deep 
enough for our boats; we weht in, and foon 
perceived, that, aftet [everal turns and windc 
tngs, it led to a few habitations. In our way 
we faw [orne of the natives ftanding on the 
fhore, and a fio'ck of wIld ducks pailing Mer 
:()tirheads at the fame time. I killed one of 
them, which one of our triends in the hoat was 

ff) de fifous' of poffeffing; that we readily made 
him a pfefent of it. He, as well as thofe on 
Ihore, expreifed [orne adrriiration on bbferving 
the e:fieC1: of our nre:"arms, but did not betray 
the fin-.rIleft fympforh of fear. Before we reach-
ed their hOufes; we rep'ealted the experiment, 
much to their fatisfaa:ion, and were very well 
~teafed to' give th'em an idel1 of our power, by 
fnch idnocent means. At lail:; the river being not 
above tvtelve yards wide~ we landed on its banks 
*h'ich were raifed about two feet above the wa-
ter, it b::ing near the flood tide. Here we 

found 

'" See Cc}tmt Caylus's Antiquit. lJT. 3z7. Tab. XCII. 
fig. 3. 
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1774. found a few frnal! families, - with their wives 
Sf P T EM. and children, who all came familiarly about 
'-v--J us, without the lea!l: marks of diftrl1!l: or ill-wilL 

The women were in general of a dark chefnut, 
or fometimes mahogany brown colour; their 
ftature was middle-fized, fome being rather tall, 
and their whole form very {tout, and fomewhat 
clumfy. Their drefs was the moft disfiguring 
that can be imagined, and gave them a thick 
[quat fhape. It was a Chort petticoat or fringe, 
confifting of filaments, or little cords about 
eight inches long, which were faftened to a very 
long ftring, which they had tied feveral times 
round the waift. The filaments. or little ropes 
therefore lay above each other in feveral layers, 
forming a kind of thick thatch all round the 
body, which did not cover above a third part 
of the thigh. Thefe filaments were fometimes 
dyed black; but frequently thofe on the out
fide only were of that colour, whilft the reft 
had a dirty {haw colour. They wore /hells, 
ear-rings, and bits of nephritic ftones, like th\! 
men; and fome had three black lines longitu
dinally from the under-lip to the chin, which 
had been punCtured by the fame methods prac
tifed at the Friendly and Society lOan9s. Their 
features were coarfe, but expreifed great good
nature. The forehead in general was high, 
the nofe broad and flat at the root, and the 
eyes rather [mall. Their cheek-bones were 
1Very prominent, and the cherks commonly 
plump. Their hair was frizled, and often 
(:ut !hort, as among the natives of the Society 
and Friendly lOands. The huts, which {toad 
about ten yards from the' banks of the river, 
on a little rifing, were of a conical !hape, about 
ten feet high, but not pointed at the top. Their 
i~nermoft fkeleton confifted' of feveral poles 

placed 
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p1aced nearly upright, and (;;onnected together 1774. 
by twifl:ed fticks like hurdles. Over thefe weSEPTEM. 
found a covering of mats from top to bottom, '-v-J 
and upon that a thick and well-contrived thatch 
of fl:raw. \Vhat little light there is in thefe 
houees, comes in through the entrance, which 
is a hole about four feet high; fo that the inha~ 
bitants mull: -:ltoop to go in or out. We found 
them full of fmoke, and raw a h~ap of allies in 
the entrance; and concluded that they were 
obliged to light fires, in order to drive away 
the mo[quitoes~ which muft infeft the [wamps 
in the neighbourhood; though this day being 
rather cool, we faw but few. The huts were 
furrounded by a fmall number of coco-palms, 
deftitute of fruit, fome fugar-canes, bananas, 
and eddoes, which the natives had fupplied with 
water by feveral little trenches, Some of the 
eddoes were actually fet under water, in the 
fame manner as is cull:omary throughout the 
South Sea iflands. The whole plantation, how~ 
ever, had a very fcanty appearance, and feem-
ed to be infufficient to afford nourilliment to 
'the inhabi tants throughout the year. vVe en· 
tirelv miffed that -variety of fruits, which we 
had

J 

hitherto met with in the tropical iflands, 
and naturally recollett:ed the poverty of the in
habitants of Eafter ifland, above whom it ap-
peared, that the people b~f()re us enjoyed but 
few advantages. A native named Heebai. 
feemed to be the principal man among the few 
families v,hich were here aiTernbled; we made 
him fome prefents, and walked about on the 
banks of the river towards the mangroves, 
meeting with a new plant by the way. To-
wards the hills, of which the firil: rifings were 
at the diftance of about two miles, the country 
looked extremely dreary; here' and there in-

deed, 
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'774. deed, we taw a few trees, and [mall cultivated 
SEPTEM. [pots, but they appeared to be loft on the great 
"--y----l extent of barren and unprohtabl,~ country, which, 

refembled our moors more tharl any thing eire. 
Upon a large heap of embers and alhes before 
the huts, lay a round earthen pot, which could 
hold four or frve gallons. It was very c1umfily 
fhaped, had a large belly, and confifl:ed of a 
reddifh fubftance, which was totaHy covered 
with foot both without and within. After a 
11101't fray with the good people of this fpot, 
whore provifions were dOllbtlefs fa [canty, tbat 
they could not {pare any for us, we reimbarked 
in our boats. The natives carne along-fide 
early the next morning in their canoes. They 
had fires upon every canoe, haVing laid fome 
ftones and allies on the platform, to prevent 
any accident. There were fame women in 
the boats, who did not com'e into the ibip, 
bm many of the men came in without invita
tion, and began to fell their arms for pieces of 
Taheitee cloth. 

The boats were fent a-fhore again in fearch 
of a nearer watering- place. "\Ve landed at the 
fame point, where we had made our firft land
ing the day before. Here we met with few in
habitants, who on OUT making enquiry for 
frelli·water, pointed to the weftward where we 
had not yet been. We walked along the beach, 
which was here fandy, and bounded by a fine 
wi'ld llirubbery: we [oon came to a: hut, from 
whence a number of plantations extended to 
the back of the beach and wild \vood. \\'e 
ramhled into the country, and came to a: canal 
that watered this plantation, but of which the 
Water was very brackilli. From hence however, 
we ran immediately to an eminence near us, 
where the nature of the country appeared evi-

dently 
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dently changed. The plain was covered with 1774' 
a thin ftratum of vegetable [oil, VI hich b,eing ~E PTE M. 

very poor "'laS manured in the plantations with --v---J 
brok~n Cnells and corals. The eminence on the 
contrary was a rocky ground, conGfting of 
hlrge pieces of q 'Jart;;: aDd gli mmer (ll;ica ,w). 
Here grew a quantity of dry graiTcs, about two 
or three feet high, ve;-y thin in mon places; 
and at the diftance of l1fceeI1 or twenty yards 
a[under, we raw large trees black at the root, 
but with a bark perfediy white and loofe, and 
h?Ying narrow long leaves like our willows. 
They were of the fort which Linne calls mela-
lel,tcq, leu.cadefldra, and Rumphius arbor alba, 
who fays ,that the natives of the Moluccas make 
th~ oil of cayputi, from the leaves, which are 
ipdeed extrem,ely fragrant and aromatic t. Not 
the le,aft Jhrub was to be teen on this eminence, 
:'\nd the trees .did not intercept the qiftant pro-
fpeta:. We diCcerned from hence a line of 
tufted ,trees and fhrubperies, which extendeq. 
from the fea-fide towards the mOllnt::iins, 3nG 
immediately concluded that they fto.od on the 
ba,nks of a rivulet. We walked pajl a few 0-

th~r plantations, and Coon fo~nd the rivulet ~~ 
fOl!lght, which abOllL two hundrt,:q y~rd$ from 
the rea, was unmixed with faIt-water" [0 ~b(lt 
we could fill our cafks, without much trOLl:ble. 
Here we raw the chief TeaboQm~. and g<J.ve 
bim feveral medals anq others trifles, for wbich 
he made us a pre[ent of a fling, and [Qme clubs. 
The banks of the river were lined with m?n-

grov:es, 

.. This kind of rQck is called geflell-Jleill by t~e Ger.~ 
man mineralogi!h. See Mr. Ferber';> Letters to. baroll 
Born, Englifh edition, SVQ, 17'16, p. 327. TjllS namlJ 
i~. particulady applied to ~h£l.,t !cind of mc\<:, where t~ 
IDlca o,rglimmer lies in frequent anot horizontal !l:r:;lta. 

t Herb. amboin. voL U. T. 16, 17. p. 72 • 
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1774. groves, beyond which a few other forts of plants 
Sf-PTEM. and trees occupied a fpace of fifteen or twenty 
'-v--' feet, which bad a layer of vegetable mould, 

charged with nutritive moifture, and covered 
wi,h a green bed of grafTes, where the eye 
gladly repoCed itfelf after viewing a parched 
profpeCt. The border of thrubberies and wild 
trees which lined the fea thare, was the moil: 
advantageous to us as naturalifts; here we met 
with fome unknown plants, and Caw a great va
riety of birds of different clafTes, which were 
for the greateft part entirely new. But the cha
raCter of the inhabitants, and their friendly, 
inoffeniive behaviour towards us, gave us great
er pleafure than all the reft. We found their 
numbers very inconiiderable, and their habita
tions very thinly fcattered. They commonly 
had built two or three houfes near each other, 
under a group of very lofty fig trees, of which 
the branches were fo clofely entwined, that the 
fry was fcarcely viiible through the foliage, 
and the huts were involved i,n a perpetual cool 
ibade. They had another advantage btfides, 
from this pleafant fituation; for numbers of 
birds continually twittered in the tufted tops 
of the tree, and hid themfelves from the fcorch
ing beams of the fun. The wild note of fome 
fpecies of creepers was very agreeable, and con· 
veyed a feniible pleafure to everyone who de
lighted in this kind of artiefs harmony. The 
inhabitants themfelves were commonly feated 
at the foot of thefe trees, which had this remark
able quality, that they.thot long roots from the 
upper part of the ftem, perfeCtly round, as if 
they had been made by a turner, into the 
ground, ten, fifteen, and twenty feet from 
the tree, and formed a moft exact ftrait line, 
being extremely elaftic, and as tenee as a bow-

firing 



R 0 UN D ':' H EV\T 0 R L D. 335 
firing prepared for aCtion., The bark of thefe '774. 
trees [eems to be the fubfl:ance of which they SEPTEM. 

make tbofe little bits of chh, fo remarkable in '--v--.i 
their drefs. They communicated a number of 
words of their language to us, which had no 
affinity with thofe we had learnt before i,1 otber 
i!1ands; a circumflance _ fuftlcient to difcourage 
the greateft and moft indefatigable genealogift. 
Their temper teemed to be as indolent, as it was 
good-natured and harmlets. It was very rare 
indeed, that anyone of them chafe to follow us 
on our rambles; if we paired by their huts, and 
talked to them, they antwered us, but if we 
went on without addreffing them, they took no 
farther notice of us. The women were rather 
more curious, and fometimes ftrayed in the 
bullies to obferve us, but would not venture to 
come near, except in the prefence of the men. 

We {hot a number of birds, without giving 
the leaft offence by this amufement to any of 
the natives; on the contrary, when we came 
near their houfes, the young men readily point
ed them out to us. It appeared that they had 
very little occupation at this time of the year, 
having now prepared the ground, and planted 
roots and bananas, of which they expeCted a 
new crop the enfuing tummer. Perhaps from 
the fame reafon, they were at pretent more una
ble than at any other time, to part with their 
provilions to us, though their intufpicious, open 
difpofition, gave us the greateft room to believe 

. that they were not {hangers to the principles of 
hofpitality, which render all the natives of the 
South Sea [0 amiable in the eyes of their vifit
ors. 

We walked about till noon, when the boats 
returned on ,board with a load of water, having 
only left ~a finall party with. the cafks; a pre

cautIon, 
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1774. caution, which the honefry of ths: nf,ltiv€s per
SEPTEM. haps did not render neceifary. Mr. Wales, OUI' 

"'--v--J aftronomer, had in the meanwhile fixed (orne 
inftruments on the little fandy iOet, in order to 
obferve an eclipfe of the fun, which happened 
this day. The captain joined him there, and 
from this, as well as [ubfequent obfervations, 
they deduced the fituation of this little ifiand to 
be in 20° [5' S. and 1640 40' E. 

In the evening we went on thore with captain 
COJk to the watering-place. The cayputi-trees 
(melaleuca), of which we found [everal in flower, 
had a lode bark, which in many places burft off' 
from the wood. and concealed within it beetles, 
ants, fpiders, lizards, and [corpions. We thought 
we obferved quails among the tall dry graffes 
this day, but could not be certain; we waIkecj 
about till {unfet, on the hillocks neareft to Ollr 

watering place, where we raw b~lt very few na
tives, who {old [orne of their arms to ~lS. We 
endeavoured to repre[ent to them tha.t W,e ftoog 
in n~ed of provifions, but they lent a deaf ear 
to every hint of that kind, iince it W;1S pIai!} 
they had barely enough for their own (upiiftence. 
The foil of New Caledonia is indeeo very linnt 
for agriculture, and poorly rew!lr<:is .the I:abOUf$ 
which the natives beflow upon it. 

Early :n the morning, b~fore aFlY natives carne 
on board, we rent a boat to the offil1g with the 
body of one of our [eamen, wbo h!,ld acted as 
butcher on board the {hip, but died the ®y be
fore, of a hun which he had received 01.1 the 
5th of September by a fall. He was a labo
r.ious man, indefatigable in his employment, 
though he {eemed to be near fixty years old. 
This was the third man whom we 19U on this 
voyage, one having been cdrow.neq, .~i1d another 
dying of a dropey. 

We 
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We fet out with the captain, the mafl:er, two 1774. 

midfhipmen, and three faiiors, after breakfafl:, SEPTEM. 

and afcended the hills from whence the rivulet '--v--J 
[prung, at which we watered. We found a 
convenient path all the way, though the moun-
tain was very fleep in forne places. The rock 
was every where of the fame nature; it was al-
ways a mixture of a kind of glimmer and quartz, 
more or lefs tinged with an ochreoLls or reddilh 
colour, which owed its origin to particles of iron. 
We found the cayputi trees all the way up; 
but as we came higher, we met with various 
forts of fhrubs, though thinly fcattered, which 
offered new fpecies of flowers to our eyes. The 
higher we came, the mote the trees dwindled 
into Q1rubs, except in a few deep glens, where 
we obferved fome fmall rills gufhing down, which 

. fertilized the ground fo much, that a variety of 
plants fhot up in them with luxuriance. We 
had not afcended an hour, w.hen we met a body 

. of near two hundred men of the natives defcend-
jng, mofl of them well armed, who feemed to 
have come on purpofe to fee the ihangers. The 
.greater part turned back with us, feeing llS ad
vance towards the fummit of the hill. Being 
near the fummit, we flopped to look at fome 
frakes placed here and there in the ground, with 
dry branches of trees and dry grafTes laid acrofs 
them. The natives told us they buried their 
dead on this hill, and that the flakes indicated 
the places where everyone was interred. In the 
meanwhile, captain Cook, with the mafler, had 
reached the fummit of the hill, from whence he 
beheld the fea on the fouth fide, at no greater 
diftance from the mountains than that to the 
north. A plain appeared on that fid~ watered 
by variolls rivulets, and fome plantatlOns co~ld 
be difcerned· but upon the whole, no materIal 

VOL. II. ' Z difference 
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1774. ' difference was obferved between the two fides 
SEPT EM. of the ridge. The natives feeing us very dry, 
~ and tired by the immenfe heat of the day, 

brought us [orne fugar-canes; though I cannot_ 
conceive where they found them [0 foon, as we 
could not fee, or indeed [uppofe, any growing 
in the neighbourhood. The tops of the hills 
were almoft entirely barren, but frill confifted 
of the fame kind of fione, which feerns to indi
cate, that New Caledonia contains fome valuable 
minerals. Their height, from the time which 
the afcent took up, and all other circumftances 
confidered, appears not to be very confiderable, 
and mufi be inferior to the height of the Table
mountain at the Cape of Good Hope, which, 
according to abbe la Caille'if, is [aid to be 3350 

Rhinland feet high. We defcended by a differ
ent path, which was more fieep and rugged 
than the firft, but likewife brought us down on 
the plain in a much [horter time. We found a 
number of plantations on that part of the plain 
where we came down, which was a confiderable 
way to the weftward of our watering-place. A 
few habitations of the natives were fituated in 
the midft of thefe cultivated [pots, without be
ing fbeltered againfi the fun. Their inhabitants 
came out, and offered us forne cups full of frdh 
water, which the heat rendered very acceptable. 
This friendly aerion is fully fufficient to prove 
that the people have a kind and hofpitable dif
pofition, which nothing but their indigence, and 
their ungrateful foil, prevented them from ma
nifefiing in a more ftriking manner. In our 
polifbed regions we fometimes fee real genero
ilty fbine through the cracks of a ruinous cot-

tage, 

... See his Voyage, P.237. 
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tage, while it faintly glimmers in fumptuous 1774-
palaces. SEPT EM. 

Having rejoined our watering party, we re- '--y---J 

turned on board, where we found a number ot 
natives, who vifited every part of the fbip, and 
difpofed of their clubs, fpears, and ornaments. 
One among them was prodigioufly tall, and feem-
ed at leaft fix feet five inches high, and the black 
cylindrical cap which he wore, made him appear 
at leaft eight inches higher. Many of thefe caps 
were ornamented with the feathers of the Cey-
lonefe owl, which is alfo to be met with here 
and in the woods of Tanna; and it was aIm oft 
a general cuftom to tie the fling round them, 
letting the tafiel hang down on the fboulder. 
Fern leaves were likewife no uncommon orna-
ment about thefe caps, which the natives fold us 
for Taheitee cloth, though they fet a great value 
upon them. The number of ear-rings, which 
many of them wore, was remarkable; we ob-
ferved one who had no lefs than eighteen, made 
of tortoife-iliell, an inch in diameter, and a 
quarter of an inch in breadth. They brought a 
mufical inftrument, a kind of whiftle, for fale 
this day. It was a little poliilied piece of brown 
wood, about two inches long, {haped like a 
bell, though apparently folid, with a rope ?xe.d 
at the fmall end. Two holes were made In It 
near the bafe, and another near the infertion of 
the rope, all which had fome communication 
with each other, and by blowing in the upper-
moft, a ilirill found, like whiftling, was formed 
at the other. Befides this, we never obferved 
any inftrument among them which had the leaft 
relation to mufic. They had now begun to ~ake· 
our large {pike-nails; but feeing fome rOLlnd Iron 
bolts in the ilii p, to which fome of the cordage 
is faftened (commonly called belaying-pins), 

Z 2 they 
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1774. they conftantly !hewed a great defire of poffeff

SEPT EM. ing them. They did not attempt to take the 
~leaft trifle by ftealth, behaving with the ftricteft 

honefty and propriety on board. Man y came 
fwimming from the !hore, which was better than 
a mile off, holding their piece of brown cloth 
out of the water with one hand, whilft with the 
other they moved forwards, and brought with 
them a fpear, or a club, though not of the fort 
which is made of cafuarina wood, that being too 
beavy to be conveyed in fuch a mannell • 

We embarked in a boat after dinner, and 
landed near two miles to the weft of our water
ing-place, on a point which - formed the bay 
where our fhip lay at anchor. Here captain 
Cook took fame bearings, whilft we purfued our 
refearches. Immediately on the b:::ach we found 
a large irregular mars of rock, not lefs than a 
cube of ten feet, which confifted of a clo[e
grained horn-ftone, fpeckled full of garnets, 
fomewhat bigger than pins heads. This difco
very confirmed what we had before conjectured, 
viz. that there was fame probability of meeting 
with rich and ufeful minerals upon this iDand, 
which, as far as we faw, diftinguifhed itfelf 
from all thofe we had hitherto examined in the 
South Seas, in being entirely deftitute of vol
canic productions. From this rock we ftruck 
into the woods which lined the fhore, and which 
happened to be very thick in this part to a !hort 
difl:ance on all fides. Here we found a few 
young bread-fruit-trees, not yet fufficiently 
grown to bear fruit; but they feemed to bave 
come up without culture, and were perhaps in
difSenous w!ld trees of the country. We like
wife met With a new fpecies of pafIion-flower, 
which was chiefly extraordinary on this account, 
that all its fpecies formerly known to the learn-

ed 
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ed world were confined to America. I feparated 1774. 
from my company during this fearch, and came~ 
into a hollow fandy way, which was hung with 
bindweeds and fweet-fcented llirubs on both 
fides, and feemed to have been the bed of a 
torrent or rivulet. It brought me to a group of 
two or three huts, furrounded by coco nut trees. 
Before one of them I obferved a man feated with 
a little girl of eight or ten years old on his lap, 
and examining her head. He was fomewlllt 
furprifed at fight of me, but pre[emly recover-
ing his tranquillity, proceeded in his occupation. 
He had a piece of fine tranfparent quartz in his 
band, which having a very lliarp edge, he made 
ufe of inftead of fciifars to cut the girl's hair. 
I made her a pre(ent of [orne black beads, and 
aVo gave him a few, with which he fcemed 
much pleafed. I now went on to the/other buts, 
and found two placed fo near together, as to 
indore an area of about ten f:::et {quare, which 
was partly thut in with a fence. Here I found 
three women, one middle-aged, and the others 
fomewhat younger, who Inade a fire under one 
of thofe large earthen pots which 1 have already 
mentioned. As foon as they faw me, they made 
figns that Illiould leave them; however, b::ing 
defirous to fee their method of cooking, I came 
in, and faw that they had fluffed the pot full of 
dry graffes and green leaves, in which tbey had 
wrapped Up' a few fmall yams. Thefe roots are 
therefore in a manner baked in this pot, or un-
dergo the fame operation which the natives of 
Taheitee perform by burying them under.a he~f 
of earth, among heated frones. It was \\-Ith dli-
ficulty they would give me time to intrude fa 
far; they repeated their figns that 1 lliould g;o 
away, and pointing to the huts, moved theIr 
nnge)Jl fever~l times under their throat i which 

I iU4 
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I i74· I interpreted, that if they were obferved to be 
SEPTEM. thus alone with a {hanger, they would be choak
~ ed or killed. I left them after they had made 

this gefture, and peeped into the huts, which I 
found quite empty. Returning into the wood, 
I me;. Dr. Sparrman; and we went. to the wo
men again, in order to look at their work once 
more, and to be convinced whether I had pro
perly interpreted their figns, or whether they 
had only fame particular o~jeCt:ion to my ap
pearance. We found them in the [arne place, 
and walking up to them, immediately made 
them a pretent of (orne beads, which they ac
cepted with great expreffions of joy; but at the 
fame time they repeated the geftures which they 
had made when I came alone, and looked at us 
as if they would add entreaties to their figns, 
with which we immediately complied, and re
tired. We met the reft of our ~ompany fame 
time after, and being athirft, aiked the man 
who cut his daughter'S hair for a little water. 
He iliewed us a tree, on which he had hung 
about a dozen coco-nut iliells, filled with frelh 
water, that element being to all appearance ra
ther fcarce in the country. We emptied fame 
of thefe cups, and made him a prefent of a bit 
of Taheitee cloth, with which he feemed to be 
well pleafed. From hence we proceeded to the 
watering place, fome by land, and fome in the 
boat. We iliot fome curious birds by the way, 
with which the country abounds; and among 
the reft a fpecies of crow, which is common in 
Europe. At the watering-place we found a 
confiderable number of natives, fome of whom, 
for a little rag of Taheitee cloth, carried our 
people into and out of their boats about forty 
yards, the water being too ihallow for boats at 
that difl::ance from the [hore. Here we alfo faw 

(ome 
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fame women, who, far from expreffing any 1774. 
dread-of the jealoufy ?f their men, came among SE PT E M. 

the croud, and fometlmes amufed themfelves in '-v--J 
encouraging the propof::t!s of our ieamen. They 
commonly beckoned them to come into the 
buihes, but as foon as the failors followed, they 
gave them the flip, and ran with fuch agility, 
that they could not be overtaken. Thus they 
took pleafure in difappointing their new adorers, 
and laughed very heartily as often as they had 
put their little arts in praCtice. There was not 
a fingle infrance, during our fray upon the 
iiland, of their ever having condefcended to 
permit any indecent familiarity from an Euro-
pean; an innocent recreation, which iliewed 
them good humoured, and not deftitute of in~ 
genuity, was what they fhiCtly adhered to. 

The captain's clerk purchafed a fif11 on iliore, 
for a piece of Taheitee cloth, from one of the 
natives, who had killed it with a fpear. As foon 
ashe came on board, he fent it to the captain; 
and as I found it to be a new fpecies, I made a 
drawing and defcri ption of it. It was of the 
'genus, by LinnreLls named tetraodol1, of which 
feveral fpecies are reckoned poifonous. We 
hinted this circumftance to captain Cook, efJ)e
cially as the ugly iliape, and large head of the 
fifh, were greatly in its disfavour; but he told 
us he had eaten this identical fort of £lih on the 
coall: of New Holland, during his former voy
age, without the leall: bad confequences. It was 
accordingly pre[erved for the next day, and we 
[at down very chearful, in expectation 'of a frefh 
meal. At [upper the liver of this £lfh was [erv
ed up, which was very Jarge and oily. For this 
rearon the captain, my father, and my[~lf eat 
only a morfel or two of it, and thought It had 
no other bad taite, tban what aro[e from the oil. 

OUK 
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1774. Our me{fmate, Dr. Sparrman, fortunately did 
SEPTEM. not touch it. We went to bed upon this fome
'--¥--' what early, intending to revifit the fhore at day

break; but at three o'clock in the morning, my 
father awaking, found himfelf extremely giddy, 
and his hands and feet entirely, as it were, be
numbed. He got .up, and was fcarcely able to 
ftand. He came into the fieerage, where Dr. 
Span-man Dept, and acquainted him with his 
illne[s. Captain Cook's apartment was only fe
parated by a thin partition! he was awake, llnd 
feeling the (arne fymptoms of which he heard 
my father complain, got out of bed, a.nq found 
himfelf unable to walk without holding. 1 was 
in the fame fituation, upon being awakened by 
my falher, and crawled into the cabin, where 
the furgeon, Mr. Patton, immediately appeared, 
to aHift us. Our diforder had indeed a molt 
[erious afpect; the blood had left our cheeks, 
all our limbs were benumbed, and without (en
ration, and a great degree of languor and op
preffion had taken place. Emetics were admi
niftere~, which gave my father and myfelf fame 
relief, but had not much effect upon, captain 
Cook. vVe took a fudorific after this, and went 
to bed again. 

Thur.8. In the morning, about eight, we got up, ve.-
ry giddy and heavy; however I found my[elf 
~ell enough to pafs the whole morning in iketch
J~g the o~tlines of fix or eight plants, and fome 
bll-ds, whICh we had collected on our former ex
curfions. Dr. Sparrman, in the mean while, 
went 011 fuore to collect farther fupplies. To
wards noon my father endeavoured to conver(e 
with fome of the natives who came into the 
(hip. At fight of the fifh, which was hung un-:
cler the half-deck, they made figns that it oc
~afioned pain il1 the ftomach, and by le~min.g 

. . their 
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their heads upon one hand, and fhutting their 1774. 
eyes, expreff;::d that it caufed fleep and drowfi. SEPTEM. 

neCs,and death. Still thinking they might only '--v---J 
make thefe geftures in order to obtain the fin1, 
we offered it to them, but they refufed it with 
the ftrongeft marks of averfion, holding both 
their hands out before them, and turning away 
the head. They afterwards defired us to throw 
it into the fea, but we determined to preferve it 
in fpirits of wine. . 

I was feverely puniibed about noon for mak
ing light of my complaint, and paffing the morn
ing at work; for I was fuddenly feized with fick
nds, and forced to go to bed, by a returning 
r!t of dizzinefs. The only remedies which gave 
any relief, were fudorifics; but the poifon was 
of too virulent a nature, to be fubdued in a 
thort time.. It prevented our making thofe re
fearches, which from the nature of the country 
before us, would doubtlefs have teemed with a 
variety of interefting difcoveries in every branch 
of natural hiftory. The next morning lieute- Friday 9. 
nant PickerCgill. was fent with the launch and 
anoth;::r boat, to an ifland to the weft, about 
eight leagues diftant, which the natives named 
Balabeea; in order to examine the fituation and 
direCtion of the coafts in that part. We faw 
thefe boats put off with the greateft regret, be-
ing obliged by the continuance of our dizzinefs, 
~o forego tpis opportuni ty of examining an exten- .. 
five traa: of unknown country. abfolute inabi-
lity to frand or walk longer than five minutes at 
a time, was the only circumftance which with~ 
held us from embarking on this excurfion. The 
poifon which had been thus fatal to us, had like-
wife affea:ed feveral dogs, taken on board at the 
Society mands; thefe creatures having feized 
npQn th~ rernaips of the liver, were e~tremely 

ill, 
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1774· ill, and had the fame fymptoms as thofe which 
SEPTEM. were poifoned'at Mallicollo. A little pig, the 
'--v---J only one which we obtained at Tanna, having 

eaten the entrails of the Bib, died foon after, 
being fwelled to an unu(ual fize. 

The natives who came on board, began now 
to admire our iron ware, and readily took nails, 
knives, and hatchets. Tea- boom a, the chief, 
fent captain Cook a prefent of fome fugar-canes 
and yams, which, confidering the poverty of the 
country, was indeed a kingly prefent. He was 
complimented in return with a hatchet, a gim
let, and a Taheitian dog of each fex, thefe ani
mals being entirely unknown in the country. 
We endeavoured to obtain the name of this 
great ifJand from the natives, but we could 
not fucceed, being always put off with the ap
pellations of particular diftricts. Thus for in
ftance, they called the part oppofite to the {hip, 
Baladd; the ob(ervatory iiland, Poozooe; and 
the diftrict beyond the hills on the S. W. coait, 
Teabooma; which being alfo the name of the 
chief, occafioned [everal conjectures. The ge
neral name of New Caledonia was therefore pre
[erved, particularly as it [uited not only with the 
good difpofition of the people, but al(o with the 
nature of the country. . 

We ventured, though exceilively weakened, 
S~tur. 10. to go on !hore the next morning. Having land

ed to the eaftward of the watering-place, we 
walked acrofs a part of the plain, which was 
wholly uncultivated, and covered with thin dry 
graffes. A path brought us into a fine wood at 
the foot of the hills, which abounded with new 
plants, birds, and infects. Every thing confpir
ed. here, to make us look upon the country as a 
[olltude. We faw the hills before us, and on 
hoth fides, without a fingle habitation upon 

. them, 
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them, and the plain which we had croffed, was 1774. 
in this neighbourhood equally deftitute of inha- SEPTEM. 

bitants. The population of New Caledonia '-y--) 

. mufl: indeed be extreOl.:ly thin; for the foil is 
unfit for cultivation on the moun!ains, and the 
narrow plain irfelf, is for the greateft part very 
barren and defert. We proceeded to the eaft
ward, till we came near a few houCes, placed 
among [wamps. Some of the inhabitants came 
to us with great good-nature in their counte
nances, and pointed out the places where we 
might walk 'Nith fafety without !inking into the 
mud. We obferved that their hou[ts had not 
only a covering of mats made of coco nut leaves, 
but that the innermoft coating fometimes con
fifl:ed of the bark of the cayputi-tree. Before 
one of the huts, fome of the natives were eat
ing a few leaves which had been ftewed; and 
others fucking the bark of the hibifcus tiliacezts, 
after they had broiled it over the fire. We tafted 
of this bark, but found it extremely infipid, 
naufeous, and affording but little nutriment. 
Neceility [eems to have forced the people to con
tent themfelves with the moil [canty means of 
fubfifl:ence, at certain feafons; and no time of 
the year is more likely to be [everely felt, than 
that of [pring, when their winter flare is ex
haufl:ed, and the new crop is not yet come up. 
They doubtlefs fupply the deficiency by fifhing, 
for which the extenfive reefs round their iDand 
furnifh the bdt opportunity; but fince our ar
rival in the harbour it had blown rather frefh, 
and the wind daily encreafed to fuch a pitch, 
that it would bave been to no purpofe to ven~ 
ture from tbe ihare. Mahine, whilit he ac
companied us, frequently ufed to mention, that 
even the opulent natives of Taheitee and the 
Society Wands, fometimes, though rarely, fed 

- the 
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1774. the inconveniences of a dry or barren year, and 
SErTEM. are obliged during fome months, to have re
'--y----I courfe to fern-roots, the bark of various trees, 

and the fruit of wild bufhes, to fatisfy the crav
ings of hunger. 

We found near thefe huts a number of tame 
fowls of a large breed, and bright plumage, 
which were the only domeftic animals of any 
kind, belonging t~ the natives; and alfo faw 
heaps of fhells, whIch they had colleCted on the 
reefs, and of which they had eaten the fifh. 
The temper of thefe people in general was in
dolent, and aim oft deftitute of curiofity; the 
greater part of them did not ftir from their 
[eats, when we paffed by their huts, fpoke very 
feldom, and almoft always in a ferious tone. 
The women were fomewhat more cheerful, and 
thofe who were married, carried their infants on 
their backs in a kind of fatcheI. 

Vv' e returned on board about one o'clock, but 
landed again after dinner. Having obferved 
that the bufhes and trees near the fea fide, were 
better ftocked with birds than thofe in the interior 
country, becaufe they afforded more fhade and 
more food, we confined our excurfion to the 
plain, being defirous. of encreafing our zoologi
cal colleCtion, We fell in with another group 
of huts, clofe to the water; here the natives 
had put one of their large earthen pots over the 
fire, and filled it with fhells, of which by this 
means they roafted the fifh. We faw one of 
them who had a hatchet in his hand, of a very 
remarkable fhape. It was made of a crooked 
piece of wood, which forms a great knob, but 
has a fhort handle, not exceeding fix inches. 
The other end is hollowed out, and a black 
ftone juft fitting the cavity IS placed in it, with
out being tied on, as is the cafe with the hatch-

ets 
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ets of the Society and Friendly mands. We 1774· 
purchafed this hatchet, it being the firft inftru- SEPTEM. 

ment relating to agriculture which we had feen '--v----
in this country. We likewife made an acquifi-
tion of fome clubs, flings, and fpears, and had 
an opportunity of admiring the fkill of [everal 
youths, who made ufe of their flings with the 
greateft precifion. In the courfeof our ram-
bles, we came to an enclofure of fticks, round 
a little hillock or mound, four feet high; wi thin 
the enclofure the natives had ftuck in the ground 
fome other fticks befet with large trumpet-Ihells. 
We enquired for what purpofe this fpot was fa 

. enclofed, and were told that the chiefs of the 
diftriCl: were buried in that ground. As we 
found numerous burying-places on the hills, it 
appears to be a general cuftorh with the natives, 

. to commit their dead bodies to the earth. This 
manner of difpofing of the dead, feems indeed 
much more judicious than that of Taheitee, 
where they expofe them above ground, till aU 
the flelh is perfettly putrified. If the mortality 
were more confiderable, than we have rearon to 
believe it in that happy ifland, this cuftom 
might have the moft pernicious confequences~ 
and produce a dreadful epidemical diftemper., 
Europeans, above ali, Ihould be extremely cau
tious of communicating any contagious diforder 
to the people whom they vifit in the South 
Seas. Such a difea[e as the [mall-pox, for ex
ample, would undoubtedly make dreadful ha
vock, and go near to deftroy the whole race of 
Taheitians. 

The acrimony of the poifon which we had 
received into the body, by tafting the liver of 
the fifh, had fo much weakened us, that we 
were entirely exhaufl:ed tow9.rds evening, and 
obliged to fit down repea tedl y, Il1 order to re-

cruit 
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J 774. cruit our wafted (oi ri ts. \i\T e i1:ill fel t returns of 
SEPTEM. dizzinefs which made llS unfit for any kind of 
~ refearcoes, in {pite of ourfelves, and even de

pnved us of the power of thinking, judging, 
and remembering, as well as of the perfeCt ufe 
of our external tenfes. I cannot mention this 
mi5fortune, without lamenting once more, that 
it befell us in a country newly difcovered, where 
we had more need than ever of perfeCt health, 
and of all our attention and difcernment, in or
der to make the moil: of the few moments which 
we were allowed to fpend among a people wholly 
different from all we had hitherto feen. The 
reader, who perhaps may find lefs food for his 
curiofity in this part of our narrative, than he 
expetted, is requei1:ed to confider our unhappy 
fituation at that time, when all our corporeal 
and intelleCtual faculties were impaired by this 
virulent poifon. W <; came back before it was 
dark to the {hip, which the natives left foon 
after our return. A few of them only went off 
in canoes; for, as the wind blew very hard, the 
greateft number had come on board fwimming, 
and returned the fame way. We faw forty or 
fifty put off together, and in fpite of the great 
agitation of the water, fwim to the {hare; it 
blew fa hard the next morning, however, that 
none of them came back to the {hip. 

Sund. 11. We went afhore again, though we were much 
wetted in our pa(fage thither, and took a walk 
to the wei1:ward. On this excudion we faw a 
great number of birds, and enriched our collec
tion with many new fpecies. It is not to be 
doubted, that the vicinity of fnch an extenuve 
continent as that of New Holland, contributes 
to encreafe the variety of animal and vegetable 
fpecies in this ifland. To confirm this afiertion, 
we may quote the tei1:imony of captain Cook, 

and 
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apd of all thofe perfons who had feen New Hol- 1774· 
Jaind with him in the Endeavour, and who, up- SEPTEM. 

on examining New Caledonia, unanimoufly pro-~ 
nounced that in its gClieral appearance it per-
fectly rerembled that continent. New Holland 
is (aid to differ from New Caledonia only in hav-
ing a more fertile foil in fome places, confifting 
of a ftratum of vegetable earth; but there is 
no difference in the growth of the trees, the 
want of fhrubbery in the forefts) and the gene-
ral drynefs or parched appearance of the coun-
try. We ftopped at feveral houfes of the na-
tives, fituated in a group of fhady trees; the 
inhabitants of thefe huts were feated on the 
ground, without any occupation, and none but 
young people rafe from their feats at our ap-
proach. We iQund here a man who had per- I 

fectly flaxen hair, a complexion much fairer 
than common, and his face covered with frec-
Ides. Anomalous individuals have been found 
among the Negroes of Africa, and the inhabit-
ants of America, the Moluccas, and the tropical 
if1ands of the South Sea; but their weak habit 
of body, and particularly a weaknefs in their 
eyes, have given the greatefl: room to believe, 
that a difeaie of the parents occafioned thefe 
varieties *. In the man whom we faw, no fymp-
tom of weaknefs, and no defeCt in the organs 
of fight could be obferved; and therefore fome 
flighter caufe muft have influenced the colour of 
his hair and !kin. A gentleman cut off a lock 
of hishair, as well as another from a man of 
the common colour, and gave them both to us, 
The natives expreifed [orne diflike on lofing 

their 

.. This opinion is very ably ret forth by ~r:Yaauw, in 
the Recherches Philo[ophiques fur Ie Amencams, vol. H. 
fetl:. I. Des Blafards & des Negres blancs. 
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J 774. their locks of hair, but as he had performed the 

SEPTEM. operation before they were aware, he foon pa
~ cified them with a few trifles. Their good tern .. 

per, and their indolence, [eem to make their 
refentment very iliort-lived, efpecially upon trio 
fling occafions. 

After leaving thefe huts, we rambled fepa
rately all the morning, and did not rejoin each 
other till it was time to return. Dr. Sparrman, 
with my father, had gone upon the hills, whilft 
I remained in the woody fkirts of the plain, and 
converfed as well as I could with the natives. 
They 'gave me the names of many diftrids up
on their if1and, of which we had not heard be
fore, and of which we could not make ufe, for 
want of knowing their proper fituations. Here 
I faw again many individuals with one leg, or 
arm, of an enormous fize, in the fame manner ' 
as I had obferved fame at our firft landing, (fee 

. p. 326 ,) and one had both his legs affiided in 
the fame manner. I touched this [welling, and 
found it extremely hard; but the ikin was not 
harfh and fcaly alike in all the fick per[ons. The 
preternatural expanfion.?f the leg or arm did 
not appear to be a great IDconvenience to them, 
and, as far as I underftood, they rarely feel any 
pain in it; but in fome the diforder caufed a kind 
of excoriation, and began to form blotches, 
which were marks of a greater degree of viru
lence. The leprofy, of which this elephantialis, 
or prodigious fwelling, according to the Opiiliol1 
of the medical faculty, is a fpecies, feems to be 
a difeafe particularly incident to dry, parched 
climates. The countries where it commits the 
greateft ravages, as the' coaft of Malabar, Egypt, 
Paleftine1 and all Africa, are remarkable for 
droughts, and contain in many places vaft tfads 
of fandy defarts. I do not mean to fuppofe that 

lepro(y 
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leprofy is the natural effeCt of a dry climate, 1774. 
but only to hint, that heat and drought may SEPTEM. 

contribute to make the human body more liable '-y--...J 

to its attacks. I obferved this day that the 
women of New Caledonia are hardly fo much 
·ef1:eemed by the men as .thore of Tanna. They 
commonly kept at a ddrance from the men, 
and [eemed fearful of offending them by a look 
or gefture; they were the only perfons in the 
family who had any employment, and fev-eral 
of them brought bllndles of fticks and fuel on 
their backs. Their infenfible hufbands feldom 
deigned to look upon them, and continued in a 
kind of phlegmatic indolence, whilft the wo-
men fometimes indulged that facial cheerful ... 
nefs, which is the diftinguifhing ornament of 
the fex. Thus, in every country, mankind are 
fond of being tyrants, and· the pooreft Indian, 
who knows no wants but thofe which his exift-
ence requires, has already learnt to enHave his 
weaker helpmate, in order to fa.ve himfelf the 
trouble of fupplying thofe wants, and cruelly 
exacts an obedience from her, which has been 
continued among favages as a curfe upon the 
[ex *. Confidering thefe humiliations and cruel 
oppreffions of the fex, we have fGrnetimes the 
greateft reafon to admire, that the human race 
has perpetuated itfelf, and that the Creator has 
wifely planted a motive in the female breaft, 
which ftands the teft of eveli'Y outrage1 which 
makes them patient to futter, and prevents 
their withdrawing from the power of their ty. 
rants. . 

After dining on board, we paffed the after~ 
noon afhore again, and were [0 far fuccefsful 
in our refearches, as to obtain a beautiful {pedes 

VOL. II. A a of 

iii Gen. iii. ver. 16. 
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1774. of parrot, which was entirely new to zoologift9. 
SRPTEM. It was iliot in a plantation far exceeding every 
'--v--J thing I bad feen upon New Caledonia for ex

tent, as well as for tbe variety and flouri01ing 
fiate of tbe vegetables in it. There were fe\'e
ral walks of bananas, f:;veral fields of yams and 
edd,Jes, togelh::r with fugar-canes, and likewife 
[orne fpecies of yamboo-trees (eugenia), which 
we had never feen before. Different parts of it 
were feparated by paths, and the whole was kept 
in good order. Induftrious individuals are there
fore to be met with even among thefe indolent 
people; and when navigators bave an opportu
nity of becoming the benefactors of ravages, for 
example, by giving them domeftic anim~ls, they 
fhould feleCt fucb people as are moil: likely to 
make a good ufe of their prefents . 
. We returned on board in the evening, after 

fhooting at a mark to amufe fame of tbe na
tives, wbo fet up their clubs for that purpore, 
and were much pleafed with our fuppofed fkilL 
Soon after arrived. tbe two boats which lieute
nant Pickerfgill had conducted t9. the wefrward, 
and wbich bad been detained by contrary winds. 
We were fortunate enough to collect the follow
ing particulars Qf tbat intelligent officer's excur
fion. Having fet ant from the fbip, he did not 
approach the ilioretill be bfldadvanced feveral 
leagues, andJaw many turtles on the water, of 
which he could not fhike one, on account of 
the violence of the \vind. The boats putting 
albore, fQund .the face of the country, towards 
the N. W. end of the ifland, very like the part 
oppofite our ~nc:horing-place, though confid·.:ra· 
bly more fertile and cultivated, and covered 
with many coco-trees. The natives were as ci
vil and inoffenfive in this place as we had found 
them from the beginning. Two of tb~iTI, v:ho 

bad 
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had already been on board th~ (hip, hearing that '774· 
our people intended to CI\,(S over to the ine OfSEPTEM. 

Balabeea, more to the northward, took a paJfage '--v--J 
in the cutter. One of them) whofe came was 
Boobik, was a merry fellow, different in this 
refpeCt from molt of his countrymen; he talked 
a great deal to our people at firft, and taught 
them his name, which they pronounced booby, 
with the fame pleafure with which he heard it. 
After tome time, however, the waves rifing, and 
frequently wafhing into the boat, he became 
very filent, and crept into a boat-cloak, to fcreen 
himfelf from the wet, and recover from the 
chillinefs which the wind occafioned on his naked 
body. He likewife grew very hungry, having 
taken no provifions with him, and very thank-
fully received what our people offered him. His 
fituation, and that of all his companions, how-
ever, became very foon alarming to the highefr 
degree. The cutter fprung a leak, which ad-
mitted fuch quantities of water, that itwas im-
pomble to free tbe boat, though every body 
baled with his hat, or fLlCh meIi.fil as he could 
find mofl fit for the purpofe. They were pre-
[ently reduced to heave overboard a calk of 
frefh water, and many other articles, in order to 
lighten the boat; but all was to no purpofe, till 
having cleared away [orne bundles, they found 
the leak, which they flopped as well as they 
could for the prefent with their caps, and with 
rags, and proceeded for the iile of Balabeea with 
all poillble difpatch. Mr. Pickerfgill, in the 
launch, met a canoe of that Wand with a few 
natives, who had caught a large quantity of fi~l? 
of which they readily fhared out a part to 11llTI 

for a triflina confideration of iron-ware. It was 
late in the ~fternoon when he arrived upon the 
ifland. The natives, being exactly of the [arne 

A a 2, race 
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1774· race as thofe of New Caledonia, were not lers 
SEPTEM. good tempered, and freely parted with their 
~ arms to our people for trifles of iron-ware, or 

Taheitee cloth. They alIa, at the defire of 
Mr. Pickerfgill, brought him fame frelh wa
ter. 

In the evening our party retired to a few 
bullies, and made a great fire, by which they 
broiled the fifh which had been prelented to 
them, and ate their (uppers. A number of the 
natives ftill remained wj.rh them, and fpoke of 
a great land to the northward, which they call
ed Mingha, of which the inhabitants were their 
enemies, and very warlike. They likewile 
pointed out a fepulchral mound or tU11ZU/US, where 
one of their chiefs lay buried, who had been 
killed in defence of his own country, by the 
hand of a native of Mingha. The appearanc;e 
of a large beef-bone, which fome of our people 
began to pick toward the conclufion of their 
fupper, interrupted this converfation. The na
tives talked very loud and earneftly to each other, 
looked with great furprize, and fame marks of 
difguft, at our people, and at laft went away 
all together, expreiling by figns that they fUI
peered the {hangers of eating human flefh. 
Our officer endeavoured to free himCelf and his 
Shipmates from this fUlpiciotl; but the want of 
language was an unflHmotmtable obftade to this 
undertaking, even fuppofing it poilible to per
(uade a fet of people, who had never feen a 
quadruped in their lives. The next morning 
they went about to mend their boat, and fpread 
their wet doaths upon the ground to dry in 
the [un. The natives gathered about them in 
great crouds from all parts of the ifland, and 
Mr. Pickerfgill found it advifable to draw lines 
on the fand, in order to fecure the cloaths of 

his 
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his people. 'The natives very readily came in- T774' 
to his propo[al, and never cro{fed the lines. SEPT EM. 

One of them, however, feemed to be more fur- I.-v--J 
priCed than all the reft at this contrivance, and 
with a great deal of humour drew a circle 
round about himfelf, on the ground, with a 
frick; and intimated, by many ludicrous gef-
lures, that every body prefent !bould keep at a 
diftance from him. This little fally was the 
more {hiking, as it was extremely uncommon 
among the grave inhabitants of thefe countries. 
They fpent the day in repairing their boat, 
and examining the ifland on which they had 
landed; and the next morning before day-break 
put off, in order to return. They were, how-
ever, unfortunate enough to find their repairs 
to little purpo[e, and therefore, in order to 
lighten the boat, landed on New Caledonia at 
fix in the morning. They left only the rowers 
in the boat, and proceeded on foot along a 
coaO: of near twenty-four miles, to the land 
abreaft of the !bip. One of the [urgeon's mates, 
who ,went on this excurfion, collected a prodi. 
gious variety of new and curious {hells upon 
the ifland of Balabeea, and likewife met with 
many new fpecies of plants, of which we did 
not fee a lingle fpecimen in the diftritts we had 
vifited; but the meaneft and moft unreafonable 
envy taught him to conceal thefe difcoverles 
from us, though he was utterly incapable of 
m;l.king ufe of them for the benefit of fcience *. 

We 

,. It will not he ,jmf'ro,per to acquaint the reader, that we 
'were fofituated on board the Refolution, as to meet with 
ilbftacles in all our reiearche,s, from thofe who might have 
been expeCted to give us all manner of .~dliflance. l.t has 
~lways been the fate of [cience ano phIlofophy to Illcur 
the contempt of ignorance, and this we might have ru!fered 

without 
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177 4.. We had therefore more rea (on than ever to re
SEPT EM. gretthar our illnd;; dii~bled us from il1aring the 
'--v--J perils 0: ~bis litJc excur[lOr,. 

We accompanied captain Cook the next 
mcming into the river to the eafrward, where 
,he went to give his friend Heebai: a little pig of 
each [ex, in order to provide, if pallible, a frock 
of domefl:ic animals for a nation, whofe good, 
inoffenfive temper teemed highly to de(erve fuch 
a prefent. We found this man and his family 

at 

without repining; but as we could not purchafe the good 
will of every petty tyrant with gold, we were ftlldiouOy 
debarred the meClns of drawing the leaft advantage to fcience 
from the obfervations of others, who of themfelves did not 
know how to make tlr~ proper ure of a difcovery when they 
had made it. CircuIll'fl::lnCes which were known to every 
perfon around us, renlained impenetrable myfteries to us; 
and it was affuredly not owing to the good nature of our 
thiprnates, if we have been fortunate enough to obtain even 
fuch trifling inforHmtion, as has enabled me to give the 
true and exact fituations of every place in this narrative, 
and in my chart. If it had been pollible, they would have 
'Cleceived eyen our eyes. It may feern extraordinary, that 
men of fcience, fent out in a fl1ip belonging to the moil: en
lightened nation in the world, fllOuld be cramped and de
prived of the means of purfuing knowledge, ina manner 
which would,only become a fet of barbarians; but it is 
certain, that the traveller who vilits the ruins of Egypt and 
Paleftine, cannot experience greater mortification from the 
ignorant felfiJhnefs of Bedouins and other Arabs, than fell 
to our lot; lince every difcovery we attempted to make, 
was fuppofed to contain a treafure, which became the ob
ject of envy. The world will, however, derive one ad
vafltage from this proceeding; we fhall have little to offer, 
but what we have feen with our own eyes, and for the 
truth and precilion of which we can be anfwerable. If 

,there had ndt been a few individuals of a more liberal way 
of thinking, whofe dilinterelled love -for the fciences com
forted us from time to time, we fhould in all probability 
have fallen victims to that malevolence, which even the 
politive commands of captain Cook were fometimes inCur· 
ficient to keep within bOl.\nds, 
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;!t the huts where we had Brft [een him; and 1774' 
captain Cook having delivered the pigs to him,SEPTEM. 
each of us contributed his mite of knowledge oflE.--r--' 
the language, in order to make it intelligible 
to him, that the propag~1tion of thefe animals 
would fupply him, in courfe of time, ~vith 
conftant food, and that they deferved to be 
carefully nurfed. He, as well as the whole 
family, - were fnrprifed at the fight of thefe crea-
tures, and at Brfr expre{fed fo much dii1ike and 
dread of them, that they made figns to us to 
take them back. vVe now redoubled our ef· 
forts to convince them of their error, and at 
laft prevailed upon them to keep th'= pigs. It 
muft be allowed; that [wine are far from being 
well-looking quadrupeds, and that tho[e who 
have never [een an animal of that dafs, cannot 
be fuppofed to like them at firft fight. Men 
[eem to have had recourfe to animal food through 
neceili,ty at firft, as the depriving any creature 
of life is an act of violence, which demands a 
powerful caufe, before it is made fdmiliar by 
habit. When they had the choice, it fhould 
feern that fuch ill-looking animals as hogs were 
commonly rejected, till a more urgent opportu-
nity proved, that, in [pite of their appearance, 
their flelh was as delicious as that of (heep and 
oxen. The poor natives of New Caledonia had 
hitherto tafted no other animal food than finl 
and birds, and therefore the introduCtion of a 
quadruped into their <:economy, could not fail 
to furprife them. vV e wal~ed about for fome 
time among the marfhes and plantations, and 
came to a hOl1fe detached from the reit, which 
wasenclofed by frakes, and behind which we 
faw a row of wooden pillars. Each of them 
was about a foot [quare, and nine feet high; 
and on the top of each a human head was rude-

ly 
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1774. ly carved. Here we found a folitary old man, 
SE PTEM. who, on our pointing to thefe pillars, made figns 
~ that they indicated his burying-place. Nothing 

is more remarkable in the hiftory of mankird, 
than the general concurrence of different nati
ons, to ereCt a monument on the fpot where 
they lie buried. To dive into the original mo
tives for this cufi:om, with various people, would 
be a curious and interefting purfuit, and might 
perhaps lead us to difcover, among all nation~ 
an univerfal idea of a future ftate. 

After leaving this fpot, we paffed a plantati
on, where the natives, and particularly the WQ

men, were at work to clear, and dig up a piece 
of fwampy ground, probably in order to plant 
it with yams or eddoes, They had an inftru· 
ment with a long crooked, and iliarp-pointe~ 
bill, like the bill of a bird, with which they 
ftirred up the, foil, The fame tool they fre
quently make ufe of as an offenfive weapon, 
and as fllch I mentioned it page 328. It feem~ 
the foil of this country is fo poor, as to require 
more than ordinary pains to make it fit for 
planting, efpecially as I ne:ver obferved the pen
pie digging in this manner, in any of the iflands 
of the South Sea. We iliot fame curious and 
beautifui birds at this place, and then re~urned 
to the iliip, where we found all the other boats 
hoifted in. We landed at ~he watering·place 
after dinner, where captain Cook ordered the 
following infcription to be cut into a remarka
ply large and iliady tree on the beach, clole to 
the :ivulet; " His Britannic Majefty'sfhip Re
[olutlOn, Sept. J 77 4." This being done, we 
rambled for the laft time along the brook, which 
had fupplied us with as much water as we had 
expended fince our departure from Tanna; anq 
having fnatched a few plants, whi<;:h our dil-

. Qrqe\ 
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order had cauted us to overlook before, we 1774· 
took: our laft leave of this large ji1and, and SE PTE 11. 

were hurried on board from our [cene of ac- '--v--J 
tion. 

At day-light the next morning, the {eamen Tuef. 13. 
weighed the anchors, the ihip Coon cleared the 
reefs, and we ftood along ihore to the N. W. 
We had lain in this harbour exactly [even days 
~nd a half; but on the tbird night after our 
arrival, we were poifoned by eating of tbe fiih, 
by which means we loft the opportLlnity of 
making the moft of this iliort fray, On leaving 
this place, we were far from being recovered, 
but had daily acute head-aches, and fpafmodic 
pains over the body, together with an eruption 
on our lips. We alfo felt ourfelves much weak-
ened, and unfit to go through our ufual occu~ 
pations; whilft the want of freih food greatly 
contributed to keep us in a lingering ftate, and 
retarded our recovery. Thus we left an ii1and 
fituated in the wefterpmoft part of the South 
Pacific Ocean, not above l 2 degrees diftant 
from the coaft of New Holland, and inhabited 
by a rac~ of men very diftinct from all we had 
hitherto (een in the fame ocean, From their 
vicinity to New Holland, one might have been 
apt to [uppofe, that they had the [arne origin 
with the people of that continent; but upon 

. comparing all the accounts of former voyage!), 
who have vifited New Holland, its inhabitants 
bear no re[emblance to one another, and as a 
farther proof, the vocabl~lary of both nations 
is totally different *. Their numbers appear to 
pe very inconfiderable, and the moft probable 
guefs we could form of them, after ranging 
. the 

, A· vocabulary of the New Holland language was Qbli~~ 
!n&ly cOlU1U4nicated to \IS by captain Coo~. . 
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1774. the whole northern coaft of the ifland, does not 
SEPTEM. make them amount to fifty thoufand, upon a 
~ fea-coaft of near two hundred leagues. The 

country which they inhabit, feerns i:1deed to be 
very unfit for cultivation in moft parts. The 
narrow plain which furrounds it, is full offwamps 
on the fea-fide, covered wi th mangroves; and 
this part is with much trouble drained by ditches, 
and dug till it is made fit for the purpofes of 
agriculture. The reft of the plain is fomewhat 
higher, but in return exceffively dry, fo that 
they are obliged to rnoiften it by. means of ca
nals which conduCt the water from the rivulets 
or pools. Beyond this feveral hillocks rife co
vered with a dry parched earth, where fome 
fpecies of fbrivelled grafs, the cayputi~tree, and 
a few ilirubs thrive, at a great diftance afunder; 
and from thence upwards, the interior mountains 
are almoft entirely deftitute of vegetable earth in 

. many places, and confift of a iliining red glimmer, 
and large pieces of quartz The nature of this foil 
cannot give luxuriance to the growth of vegeta
bles; on the contrary, it is rather furprifing, that 
fuch a variety of fpecies fpring up in it, as we 
met with, though they are for the greateft part 
dry, and of a very homely appearance. Only 
the woods on fome parts of the plain are filled 
with ilirubberies, bind-weeds, gay flowers, and 
tufted iliady trees. It is eafy to be conceived, 
that the contraft between Nova Caledonia, and 
the New Hebrides, was very ftriking to liS, 

who had fo lately vifited thofe rich and fertile 
iflands, where the vegetable kingdom glories 
in its greateft perfeCtion. The difference in 
the charaCter of the people was no lefs furprifing. 
All the natives of the South Sea ii1ands, excepting 
thofe only which Tafman found on Tonga Tab-

boo 
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boo and Namoka *, made fame attempt to '774. 
drive away the fhangers who came to vifitSl!PTEM. 
them. But the people of New Caledonia at '-v---J 
the Brft fight of us, received us as friends; 
th::y ventured to come on board our fhlP, with-
out the leaft marks of fear or diihuft, and fuf-
fered us to ramble freely throughout their coun-
try as far as we pleafed. They ref em bled moft 
the people of Tanna in colour, and the woolli-
nefs of their hair ; but their ftature was fuperior, 
their limbs in general more flout, their features 
more mild, open, and inoffenfive; and their 
cuftoms in many reipeCts very different. There 
is, however, fome fimilarity between their ma
nufaCtures, and thofe. of Tanna; efpecially in 
the 01ape of thei r arms, in the ufe of the rope 
or becket, (fee p. 237.) to throw the fpear, in 
the nature of the ornaments which they wear, 
and particularly in what I have mentioned p. 
235, and p. 241 -r- The language, which on 
thefe occaGons is the fureil: guide, is totally dif-
{onant; their dwellings are of a different con
ftruCtion, and their mode of living. feems to 
correfpond only in a few inftances. The peo-
.ple of Tanna are rich, in comparifon with thofe 
·of New Caledonia; their plantations furnilh 
.them with abundance of vegetables, and if thefe 
iliould fail, the woods on their fea fhore are 
full of coco-palms, which offer an ample ftore 
of frpits. At New Caledonia, the plantations 
yield· in moil: places a fcanty produce; and 

the 

tI< And thore perhaps had been informed of what had 
puffed between Ie Maire, and the natives of Horne,' Co
(:os, and Traitors Wand, [orne years before. 
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1774. the wild country, as far as we had an opportu
SEPT EM. nity of examining it, does not contain a fingle 
~ article which could be deemed of great fervice. 

On the other hand, the people of New Caledo
nia feem to be great fithermen, and the reefs 
round the ifland, give them excellent oppor
tunities for this purpofe, and are doubtlefs at 
certain feafons the refort of turtles. As nature 
has been fo fparing here of her gifts, it is the 
moft furprifing, that inftead of feeing the inha
bitants favage, diftruftful, and warlike as at 
Tanna, we thould find them peaceable, well
difpofed, and unfufpicious. It is not lefs re
markable, that in fpite of the drought which 
prevails in their country, and the fcanty fupply 
of vegetable food, they lhould have attained 
to a greater fize, and a more mufcular body. 
Perhaps inftead of placing the caufes which 
effect difparity of ftature among various nations 
in the difference of food, this inftance ought to 
teach us, to have fome retrofpeCt likewife to 
the original races from which thofe tribes are 
defcended, that fell under our examination. 
Let us for inftance (uppofe, that the people of 
New Caledonia are the offspring of a nation, 
who by living in affluence, and in a genial cli
mate, have not been ftinted in their growth; 
the colony which removed into the barren foil 
of New Caledonia, will probably preferve the 
habit of body of their anceftors for many ge
nerations. The people of Tanna may have 
~mdergone a contrary revolution, and being 
defcended of a flender and thort race, like the 
MallicolJefe, the richneCs of their prefent coun
try may not yet entirely have taken effeCt. 
Thefe hints are fubmitted to the learned, whofe 
province it is to confirm or refute them; but on 
which [iqe (oever the truth may fall, I !hall 

. reft 
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reft equally contented, as I have adopted no 1774. 
particular fyftem. SEPTEM. 

The inoffenfive character of the people of'--v--J 
New Caledonia appears to great advantage in 
their conduCt towards us. They are the only 
people in the South Seas who have not had rea-
fan to complain of our arrivJ.l among them. 
When we confider how eafy it is to provoke 
the mariner to fport with the lives of Indians, 
from the numerous examples throughout this 
narrative, we muft acknowledge that it re-
quired an uncommon degree of good temper, 
not to draw upon themfelves a fingle act of 
brutality. Tho[e philofophers who are of opini-
on that the temper, the manners, and genius 
of a people, depend entirely upon the climate, 
will be at a lofs to account for the peaceful cha-
raCter of the inhabitants of New Caledonia. If 
we admit that they are only ftraagers to diftruft, 
becau[e they have little to lore, we {hall not 
folve the difficulty; fince the people of New 
Holland, under the influence of a fimilar cli-
mate and foil, and in a more wretched fitua-
tion than the inhabitants of New Caledonia, are 
favage and unfociable. The different characters 
of nations feem therefore to depend upon a mul-
titude of different cau[es, which have acted to-
gether during a feries of many ages. The in
habitants of New Caledonia do not owe their 
kind difpofition to a total ignorance of wars 
and difputes; the variety of their offenfive 
weapons being alone fofficient to put this mat-
ter out of doubt. By converfing with them. 
we learnt that they have enemies, and that the 
people of an iiland called Mingha had a very 
different charaCter from their own. I was once 
in a boat with captain Cook and Mr Wales, 
when one of the natives acquainted us by very 

fignifi cant 
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1774· fignificant and intelligible geftures, that they 
SEPTEM. had enemies who feafted on human flefh; and 
"--v--J the behaviour of the inhabitants of Balabeea, 

on feeing our people eat faIt beef, which they 
miftook for human flefh, contributes to prove 
that fuch a cuftom is not unknown to them, 
and that they look upon it with horror and de
teftation. Civilization i,;; therefore much farther 
advanced in this refpecr among them, than with 
their more opulent neighbours. That higher 
degree of culture, where the underftandiog is 
fufficiently enlightened to remove the unjuft 
contempr fhewn to the fair fex, is however un
known to them; their temper is too grave to 
be captivated by female blandifbments, or to 
fet a proper value upon the refined enjoyments 
of life. They are obliged to work bard, at 
times for the means of fubfiftence; but their 
leifure hours are fpent in indolence, without 
thofe little recreations which contribute [0 much 
to the happinefs of mankind, and diffufe a fpi-! 
rit of cheerfulnefs and vivacity throughout the 
Society and Friendly H1ands. Befides the lit
tle whiftle which I have mentioned above, we 
never faw a 'illufical infrrument among the peo
ple of New Caiedonia. Their dances and 
fougs are equally unknown to us; and what we 
oblerved during our fhort fray, gave us rearon 
to ruppofe, that even laughter is an uncommon 
guefr among tbem. They are likevvifc nig
gards of {peech, and we rarely met with indi
viduals among them, who took a pleafnre in 
holding converfe with us. Their language 
therefore feerns to be uncultivated, and their 
pronunciation fo indifrinCt, that the vocabu
laries which feveral of our fbipmates collected, 
difagreed remarkably. Though they have few 
harfh confonants, they have a frequent return 

of 
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of gutturals and fometimes a nafal found, or 1774. 
rhini/mus, which commonly puzzled thofe whoSEPTEM. 
were not acq~ainted with any <?ther language '--v---J 
than the Engh!h; Perhaps, theIr plantations 
lying remote from each other, are the means 
of preventing that familiar intercourfe which 
would gradually give life to the pleafures of 
fociety. As their country feems not to be very 
fit for agriculture, the beft means to forward 
civilization among them might be the introduc-
tion of quadrupeds, fuch as they fhould not 
find it difficult to maintain; for inftance, a 
few hogs, to keep near their huts, and goats 
to run wild. The latter in all probability 
would thrive extremely well in that dry 
climate, and afford an excellent article of 
food. 

That fimplicity which is remarkable in their 
domeftic life, cannot fail to be confpicuous in 
their government. Teabooma was acknowledg
ed as a chief in the diftritl: oppofite the !hip's 
anchoring-place'; but the poverty of the coun
try did not afford him great and exclufive ad
vantages, and luxury being hitherto unknown, 
he lived like the reft of his countrymen. A
mong a people fo fimple we cannot expect ex
terior marks. of deference; and the only atl: 
which feemed to indicate a certain degree of 
homage on their part, confifl:ed in delivering 
to the chief, the prefents which they had re
ceived from Mr. Pickerfgill at their firft inter
view. The neighbouring diftritl:s are not un
der the government of Teabooma, and proba
bly have their own chiefs; or perhaps each fa
mily forms a little kingdom of its own, which 
is diretl:edbyits patriarch, as muft be the cafe 
in all ·infant ftates. We cannot attempt to 
,extend pur obfervations to the religion of, the 

natives, 
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1774. natives, of which, in the fpace of eight days; 

SJ!.PTEM. we had no opportunity of acquiring any infor. 
'--y--J mation. We did not obferve any thing which 

might dif!:antly be conf!:rued into a religious 
aCt, .nor remark a iingle cuftom which had the 
leaf!: colour of fuperftition. Probably the fim
plicity of their ideas on this fu~eC\:, correfponds· 
with the whole tenour of their character. There 
is nothing to difprove this fuppofition, unlefs the 
flight marks which point ont their burying~ 
places, fhould be deemed indications that fome 
ceremonies attend their funerals. Death, the 
mof!: remarkable fcene in the reconomy of hu~ 
man affairs, is commonly honoured with fome 
unufual aCt by the furvivors; and grief is par
ticularly apt to be extravagant. . It remains 
unknown whether the mortality is great or mo~ 
derate at New Caledonia, and what difeafes 
are mof!: fatal in that il1and. We faw no other 
than the elephantiafis, a fort of leprofy, which 
I have already mentioned, and which was very 
common. However, I never obferved this evil 
in fo violent a degree, that the patient feemed 
to be in danger of lofing his life by it. Upon 
the whole, a great multitude of difeafes are 
the confquences of unbounded luxury, and can· 
not take place among perfons fo little refined 
as thofe of New Caledonia. I raw [orne among 
them whofe grey hair and wrinkles indicated a 
great age; but it was impoffible to converfe 
with them upon fuch an abfl:raCt idea as age, 
fuppofing they took the pains to numh::r their 
years. \Ve were not able to make ourfelves 
underftood when we attempted to make enqui~ 
ries at Taheitee concerning the age of the inha~ 
bitants, though our knowledge of their lan
guage was very extenfive, when compared with 
the few words which we had fnatched up in 

hafi:e 
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hafte on New Caledonia. After thefe few re- I 774. 
marks, I refume the narrative of the voyage. SEPTEM. 

We free red between the north and weft, along '--v---J 
the reefs which enclofe New Caledonia, in order 
to afcertain the pofition of lands which we had 
indiftinCtly feen in that quarter. Having ad-
vanced towards Balabeea, we found the reefs 
running northerly, and in fome places near fix 
leagues from the fuare. Man of war birds, 
boobies, and tropic birds frequented this part of 
the rea in great numbers, hovering about our 
1hip. We difcovered on the 15th, that thereThurf. 15. 
were three iflands to the north of the weft end 
of New Caledonia; but, as the reef extended 
very far to the eaft of them, and we could find 
no paifage, it was impoilible to form an exaCt 
idea of their figure and extent. The largeft of 
them might be about feven leagues long. We 
were becalmed on the 15th, within four miles of 
the reef, towards which a heavy fwell drifted us 
very vifibly. In order to prevent fhiking on 
thefe dangerous rocks, we hoifted out two boats, 
and the crew were obliged to labour very hard 
to tow the fuip off. A faint breeze in the even-
ing gave them fome refpite, but at midnight 
they were obliged to return to their work, re-
lieving each other from time to time. The 
morning was fo calm that we went out to fhoot Friday 16. 
birds, but had little, fuccefs. Vlfe did not ob-
tain a breeze till the evening came on, and then, 
inftead of Mtng our time, in farther refearches 
to the northward, where we tried in vain to find 
a paifage, we left that part, and prepared to 
range the fouth-eaft end of New Caledonia .. The 
northernmcift lands, which we had feen, he llJ. 

I9° 37' S. and J 63° 40' E. 
The next morning we paifed 

Ball?tdd, where we had lain at 
VOL. II. B b 

the difhicl: ofSatur. 17. 
anchor. Re-

peated 
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17H. p.:atcd calms rendered our courfe very te?ious; 
SEHE7I!. we did not adv"nce above twenty leagues In two 
~ days, and frill feeing the land to the fouth of 

us, were apprehenfive of co~ing late to New 
Zeeland, where it was now ('lid we fhonld pre
pare for the laft iouthern cruize. We continued 
however Handing to the eaftward, and fomewhat 
[outherly, having gentle breezes which lafl:ed 
feveral hours, between the calm intervals. On 

Thurf.z2. the 2.zd, in the evening, we faw a remarkable 
bluff point on the land, which was named Cape 
Coronation; in commemoration of that day. The 
rc~fs which had enclofed the northern coafl:s of 
New Caledonia, did not extend to this part; but 
as we had hitherto kept at the diftance of four 
or five leagues, we could not difcern any thing 
of the nature of the country, except that the 
ridge of mountains continued to run along of 
the (arne height as near our anchoring-place, and 
without any remarkable prominences or peaks. 
In the morning we G1W a fpot of ground, which 
could not be lefs than half a mile in length, from 
whence a quantity of fmoke afcended .. The 
lea coaft near it was covered with innumerable 
columnar forms, of a confiderable height, which 
we diftinguifhed by the help of our glaffes. Some 
of them ftood remote from each other, but far 
the greater part were placed in clofe, and feem
ing!y compaCt, groups. The nature of the pil
h:s of bafilltes, which are found in many parts 
ot the world'*, gave us fome reafon to look up
on thefe extraordinary appearances as fo many 
colonnades of bafaltes; and having [0 lately feen 

feveral 

.. Near Affuan, or Syene, in Upper Egypt; at Bolfena in 
Italy; near Eadie in Arabia Felix; at Hildelheim, Stolpen, 
and Yauer, in different parts of Germany; in the Hebrides 
of Scotland; and in the county of Antrim in Ireland. 
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feveral volcanoes in the neighbourhood, and one 1774. 
fo near as Tanna, we were greatly ftrengthenedSEPTEM. 
in this opinion, it being afferted by lhe moft ju- '-v-J 
dicious and experienced mineralogifts, that ba~ 
falres is a voIcanicproduCtion. In the evening, 
having left Cape Coronation aftern, we di[cerned 
a vail: quantity of thefe columnar forms project-
ing into the fea, on a flat point. 

Early on the 24th, we came in fight of a. 
cape which terminated New Caledonia to the 
eaft; it was rather fteep, but of no great height; 
and perfectly level at the top to a confiderable 
diftance. A number ofpil!ars ftood upon it, 
which fomething invalidated the opinion of their 
being bafalt-columns. This cape, which cap .. 
tain Cook named Queen Charlotte's Foreland, 
lies in 22· J 5' S. and I 67° I5~ E. In the even" 
'ing, towards fix o'clock, another il1and was .dif
covered far to the fouth-eaft from the maft .. 
head, and the next morning feveral final! iflands 
appeared between New Caledonia and this new 
difcovery, which the inftability of the wind 
would not permit us to examine. We obferved, 
however, that a great reef enclofed thefe iilands, 
which feemed entirely to preclude a paffage, and 
obliged us to ftand on to the eaftward, in order 
to weather all the diftant land in fight. This 
part of our cruize was extremely 9ifagreeable 
and tantalizing; we longed to have an oppor
tunity of examining the country, and were at 
prefent in great ,difhefs for freth food. A fcanty 
portion of yams remained, which were eaten 
as dainties at the officer3 tables; but the cr.ew 
had not tafted any refrethments fince our de
parture from Namoka, The appearance of new 
lands made but little amends for the involuntary 
faft which we kept, and oaly fupported our 

Bbz. hopes 
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1774. hopes of making rome fortunate difcovery, which 

SEPTEM. might perhaps offer usfrelh fupplies. 
~ vVe did not obtain a fettled breeze till the 

26th in the evening, when we immediately be
gan to ply to windward, in order to double the 
large ifland before. us. It confifted of a. moun
tain of lefs elevanonthan New CaledonIa, and 
eafy of afcent~ every where furrounded by flat 
land, on which the oolumnar bodies were innu
merable. As we made feveral trips within two 
miles ib-fhore, we were at laft oonvinced that 
they were nothing elfe than trees, which on a 
prodigiolls tall ftem had iliort andflender branch
es, not difternible at a di1tance. 

We doubled the eaftermoft extremi ty of this 
ifland, and of its reefs, on the 28th, at day
break, and then bore away along its fouth-eaft 
lhore. Captain Cook gave it the. name of Ifle • 
of Pines, fufpeCting the columnar trees upon it 
to be of that kind. It feems to be about eigh
teen leagues in circumference, and the middle is 
fituated in 22° 40' S. and 167" 40' E. The 
fouth-eaft wind, which had now fet in very 
frelh, cooled the air fo much in this latitude, 
tha t the thermometer funk to 68 0 , which caufed 
a difagreeable fenfation to our bodies, long ured 

Thurf.2 9· to a warmer climate. The next day we found I 

a paffage be~ween feveraheefs, and came to an 
anchor off a. little ifland; not above two miles 
in circuit, which was covered with tall columnar 
trees, though it was inlirely flat and fandy. The 
fouth end of New Caledonia was not above fix 
leagues diftant from hence, and the fouthern 
coaft of that ifland feemed to run nearly parallel 
to the northern, giving the whole a long, nar
row (hape. This [outh point, which was called 
the Prince of Wales's Foreland, lies in 22 0 30 ' 

S. and 166 0 58' E. 
vVe 
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We hoifted a boat out immediately, and row- 177+. 

ed to the little iilet, which was about a mile and SEPTEM. 

a half from us. It was fmrounded with a fmall '--.r--J 

reef of its own, in which we found a narrow 
pafTage, containing many rocks, notwithfl:and-
ing which we landed wi th fafelY. The tall trees 
immediately demanded our firft attention, and 
we found that they belonged to the genus of 
cypre{fes, They were remarkably fhait, a::1d at 
leafl: ninety or a hundred feet high. Their 
branches grew rollnd the ftem, forming litde 
tufts, but {eldom exceeded the length of ten 
feet, and were very ilender in proportion. A 
variety of other trees and fhrnbs grew up be-
tween them, and rendered this little {pot the re-
fort of a great number of birds. We faw here 
al[o fome fcurvy-grafs, and another plant (tetra-
gonia), which we commonly made ufe of at 
New Zeeland in our foups. Captain Cook re-
turned to thelliip with us, after this difcovery, 
intending to land again after dinner, in order to 
cut down fome of the trees,and to collect fome 
greens. We met with a variety of plants in the 
afternoon, which quite furprifed us, on fuch a 
confined fpot. 'We alfo faw fome fire-places on 
its fandy /bores, on which lay the remains of fe-
,veral turtles, which had probably afforded a de-
licious repaft to fome of the natives. A fpe-
cies of hawk was 1110t, which proved to be the 
common falco haliaetos, or oiprey *; a kind of 
fly-catcher likewife fell into our hands, which 
was not known before; but befides this we faw 
feveral large beautiful pigeons, which we could 
not Ihoot. Flat-tailed water-fnalees (anguis pla-
tura) were likewife numerous upon the ii1and. 
The cypre[s-trees were found to be exceeding 

good 

.*- See Mr. Pennant's Britilh Zoology. 
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1774· good timber, and the yo~nger .ones were very 
SEPTI!M. elaftic, and fit for ftuddmg fail-booms. After 
'--v--' rambling about this little fpot till near fun-fet, 

we all returned on board, and at day-light the 
Friday 30. next morning, weighed the anchor, and failed 

Dow Iy qn to clear the reefs. Captain Cook gave 
this little inet the name of Botany IOand, be
cauCe it contained in fo [mall a fpace a flora of 
near thirty fpecies, among which we faw fever;:l 
new ones. Its fituation is nearly 22.° 28' S. and 
167° 16' E. Its foil is very fandy on the ibores, 
but in the interior part mixed with vegetable 
earth, from the trees and plaDts which continu
ally decay on it, without being cleared away by 
human induftry. Whilft we lay at anchor, the 

. firft lieutenant caught a fiib, exactly of the fame 
[pecies with that which poifoned captain Cook, 
my father, and myfelf. He ordered it to be 
cleaned and boiled, in fpite of the earneft re
prefentations of all his me{fmates, who warned 
him againft its pernicious effects. It was at laft 
fet before him, by his pofitive orders, and his 
friends found no other means to fave him, than 
to ridicule his mad defign. Their humorous 
and fatirical remarks had a better effect than 
friendly admonitions, and he defifted from the 
attempt. i' ... little dog was, however, unfortu
nate elOugh to eat of the entrails of the fiili, 
and lay ieveral days in fuch exquifite torments, 
that it was at laft thrm'!n overboard, to put an 
end to its pain and miferyo This circumftance 
pl"Y,es to what great diftreffes we were now 
driven for want of frefh food, fince even the 
riik ,:f c~ing poiioned was made light of, for 
the l8.Ke of a finole meal. All our officers, who 
had D?ade fcveral voyages.round the world, and 
expenenced a ml1ltipiicity of hardfhips, acknow
ledged at prefent, that all their former fuffer-

ings 
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Ings were not to be compared to thofe of the 1774, 
prefent voyage, and that they had never beforeSEPTEM, 
fo thoroughly loathed a faIt diet. Captain Cook: "---v--J 
had made a proviGon of dried hams for the voy-
age, which by length of time were much cor-
rupted; all the fat being converted into a rancid 
oil, and the fait having filled the flcih with· a 
quantity of alkaline concretions like tartar. 
However, as often as this putrid and loa~hfoi1le 
meat was carried to table, w'hich bapp:::ned Orlce 
a week, the petty officers devoured it wi th witt-
ful looks, and fpoke of our good fortun~ fo 
feelingly, that it would have given pain to a 
favage. It was owing to our having fuch an 
excellent prefervative as four-krout on board, 
that the fcurvy did not at tbis time make any 
confiderable progrefs amongft us; but our fiwa-
tionwas indeed wretched enough, without the 
additional horrors of difeafe. 

We were becalmed in the evening among the 
reefs, which furrounded us on all fides, and made 
our fituation dangerous, on account of the tides 
and currents, as well 'as for want of anchoring
ground, having founded in vain with a line of 
ISO fathoms. At half paft feven o'clock we 
faw a ball of fire to the northward, in fize and 
fplendor refembling the fun, though Jomewhat 
paler. It burft a few moments after, and left 
behind it feveral bright fparks, of which the 
largeftJ of an oblong Ibape, moved quickly out 
of our horizon, whilft a kind of bluifh flame 
followed, and marked its courfe. Some heard 
a hilling noife, which accompanied the fwift 
defcent of this meteor. Om Ibipmates expeaed 
a frefll gale after its appearance, having fre
quently obferved the fame to eniue upon fimilar 
occauons. And in faa, whatever may be the 
relation between this ph:vnomenoI1, and the n;o-

Hon 
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1774. tion of the atmofphere, or whether it was acci· 

OeTDB. dent, their predittions were verified the fame 
~ night. A briik gale fprung up, which fettled 
Satur. 1. at fauth, the next morning, and p::rmitted us 

to dirett our courfe E by S. and S. S. E. from 
New Caledonia. This iiland, the largeft hiiher
to difcovered in the South Seas between the 
tropics, remains entirely unexplored on its fouth 
fide. The direttion and outline of its northern 
coaft, was tketched out during the iliort time 
which we could afford to fpend on this valuable 
difcovery; but its animals, vegetables, and mi
nerals ftill remain untouched, and offer an am
ple field to the naturalift. The appearance of 
cyprefs trees on the eaftern part, [eems to prove 
that the nature of the foil, and the mineral 
produttions are totally different in that part, 
from thofe of Balladd, of which we had a cur
Cory view; and from what we faw on the little 
fandy Botany Wand, a diftintt fet of plants muft 
there cover the ground, and various unknown 
birds inhabit the woods. Thus it ftill remains 
for future navigators, to continue our difcove
ries in the South Seas, and to take more time in 
inveftigating their produttions. Several parts of 
the Pacific Ocean are ftill un touched by former 
tracks; for inftance, the [pace between 10° S. 
and the line, acrofs the whole ocean, from Ame
rica to New Britain; the [pace between 10° S. 
and r 4° S. included between the meridian of 
J 40° and 160° 'N. the fpace included between 
the parallels of 30° and 20° S. and the meridian 
of 140° and 175° weft; the [pace between the 
[outbern:n0ft of the Friendly Wands, and New 
CaledoDla, and that between New Caledonia 
and New Holland. M. de Surville's track, 
wb!ch I.have mentioned vol. 1. is the only one 
whIch lIes between tbek two countries. But 

Ne\'; 
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New Guinea, New Britain, and all the lands in 1774· 
that 'neighbourhood, obviouOy require to be OCTOB. 

more minutely examined, and would doubtlefs '--..t---J 
reward tbe navigator by a world of new and im-
portant difcoveries. All thefe difhiCl:s of the 
bOlith Sea being fearched, the northern part of 
the fame fea will require feveral voyages before it 
can be thorougllly explored. 

It fell calm again on the zd in the forenoon, Sunday:z.. 
and {everal (harks appearing about the ihip, one 
of them was caught, and divided inftantly among 
the whule ihip's company. We had our {hare 
of it, which the keen [auce of hunger made 
very,delicious to our palate, though it ,vas in 
facr very oily. We foon recovered a welflerly 
breeze, which permitted us to go to the S. S. E. 
after croiling the tropic of, capricorn. 

On the fifth in the afternoon, we had fight Wedn-5-
of two albatroifes again, being between the 26th 
and 27th degree of fouth latitude. The calm 
which happened the day after, permitted our 

,officers to go out in a boat, in order to {hoot 
fOmebirds; but after toiling the whole day, they 

,brought on board only four, of which two were 
:petrels, and two albatroffes. We were now 
once more on the confines of the eafterly trade
wind, which [0 near the folftice became varia
ble as [oon as we had paffed the tropic. On the 
7th in the afternoon, we had a gentle breeze 
with which we failed between tbe {oath and 
weft; captain Cook being deGrous to fall in 
with the weft coaft of New Zeeland, in order 
to efcape the [arne difficulties which we had ex
perienced tbe year before in going into Cook's 
Strait. In the evening of the 8th, a numerous 
fuoal of large porpefies palled the fllip, and 
played about it, leaping frequently out of the 
Water. One of them was ftruck with an har-

poon, 



A v 0 Y AGE 

1774. poon, and by giving it a great deal of line, we 
OCTOB. had time to hoift a boat out, and to kill it with 
'--v---' five muiket !hot. It was of that fpecies which 

the ancients called the dolphin", and which, 
with the common porpefs, is found in every fea. 
lt was fix feet long, and its dugs were full of 
milk, it being a viviparous animal of the cJa[s 
which fllckle their own young. It was cut up 
the next morning, and the meat diftributed to 
the (hip's company; its colour was not very in
viting, being almoft black; but its tafte after 
cutting away all the fat, was very like beef, 
only fomewhat dry. We dined on it very hear
tily, and were very well contented with our good 
fortune. We faw land the fame morning, which 
proved to be a fmall ifland, of moderate eleva
tion, wholly covered with cyprefs-trees, refem
bling thofe we had found on Botany IOand. We 
had foundings at a good diftanc\'!, in twenty fa
thom more or lefs, and about nine o'clock were 
abreaft of it. It feemed to be about two or 
three miles long, was very fteep, almoft entire
ly covered with woods, and to appearance unin
habited. Many aquatic fowls of different fpe
cies were obferv~d about it, which gave us hopes 
of making at leaft a provifion of another frefh 
meal. We haftened to fini!h our dinner, and 
went on !hore with captain Cook in two boats. 
Several large broken rocks projet\:: into the fea 
from the ifland, on all fides. We were fortu
nate enough to find a little cove fo well (helter
ed by fome of thefe rocks, that our boats lay 
very fafe in it, and were able to land without 
wetting a foot. A heap of large 11;ones form
ed a kind of beach, beyond which the (hare rafe 
very fteep, and in [ome parts perpendicular. 

We 

* A',,'1% Ariil:ot. Delphinus delphis, Linn. 
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We found a little rill which defcended in a cleft 1774-
between two hills; and following the cour[e of OCTOll. 

it, we penetrated into the woods with great '--y--..tJ 

difficulty, through a thick tifiue of bind weeds . 
and climb::rs. However, as Coon as we had 
palTed through this outward fence, we found the 
forefi tolerably clear of underwood, and had 
not the leafl:difFiculty to walk forwards. The 
rocks of this iDand codified of the common 
yellowifh clayey ftone, which we had found at 
New Zeeland; and in [orne places we met with 
finall bits of porous reddifh lava, which [eem-
ed to be decaying, but made us [urpea this 
ifland to have bad a volcano. The vegetables 
which we found upon it, throve with great lux-
uriance in a rich firatllm of black mould, accu-
mulated during ages paft, from decaying trees 
and plants. The greateft number of fpecies 
which we met with were well known to us, as 
belonging to the flora of New Zeeland, but 
they appeared here with all the advantages 
which a milder climate, and an exuberant foil 
could give them. The New Zeeland Bag (phor-
mium tenax), iliot ftalks eight or nine feet high, 
having Bowers much larger and brighter than 
we had feen at QQeen Charlotte's Sound. The 
productions of New Zeeland were here united 
to thofe of New Caledonia, and the New He-
brides; for the cyprefs of the one, and the cab-
bage palm which we had feen in the latter, Bou-
rilhed here in the greateft perfeaion. It was 
chiefly on thefe two fpecies, that we beftowed 
our attention; the former fupplied the carpenter 
with feveral {pare booms, and pieces of tim-
ber; and the latter offered us a moft welcome 
and palatable refrefhment. We cut down [e-
veral of them, and took on board the central 
(hoot, or heart, which in tafte more reftmbles 

;1'1 
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1774· an almond than a cabbage. The animal crea. 
OCTOR. tion, like the vegetable, confifted chiefly of the 

'--v--J fame fpecies whj.ch we found at New Zeeland. 
The parrots and parroquets were infinitely 
brighter coloured, though evidently of the fame 
fpecies; but the pigeon was exadly the [arne. 
We found befides thefe, a number of [mall 
birds, peculiar to this fpot, fome of whj.ch were 
very beautiful. On the beach we found feveral 
fucculent plants, fuch as a [pecies of tetra gonia, 
and a meJembryanthemum, of which we. gathered 
a quantity to boil in our U)Ups. The melody 
of the birds was very pleafing in this little de
ferted [pot, which if it had been of a greater 
fize, would have been unexceptionable for an 
European fettlement. We put off from it late 
in the evening, and when we arrived on board, 
we greatly regretted that we had not thought of 
leaving a hog of each [ex, which would doubt
lefs have propagated undifturbed, and in the 
[pace of a few years ftocked the ifiand, fo as 
to become ufeful to future navigators. Captain 
Cook ga"-e this pretty little [pot, the name of 
Norfolk Iilitnd; it is fituated in 29° 2' 30" S. 
and 168° 16' E. Wbilft we had examined the 
woods, [orne of the boats' crew had been no 
Ids bury in catching £lib, having been fortunate 
enough to meet with a pool, where they had 
come in at high water. The tops of the cab
bage palm, thefe £lib, and the birds which we 
had 1hot, afforded us an excellent refreihment 
for a day or two. -VVe paffed the S. E. end of 
the ifland the next morning, and faw a large 
fingle rock off that end. We founded repeat
edly all the forenoon, and found bottom at 
thirty and forty fathom, to the diftance of eight 
leagues and upwards from the ifland. The vaft 
:lumber of boobies, and fi1ear-waters, which 

were 
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were continually catching fifh about us, by dart- 1774· 
ing down into the fea, indicated that this was a OCTOB. 

kind of fifhing.bank. At one o'clock in the '--v-J 
afternoon, we were out of foundings, and ad-
vanced with a frefh breeze towards New Zee-
land, where we could expeCt to meet with re-
gular refrefhments after our tropical cruize, 
which towards the latter end had greatly weak-
ened the crew, by confining them to a putrid 
faIt-diet, and which had proved particularly fa.-
tal to the officers and ourfelves, by means of 
the poifoTIOUS fifhes that unfortunately fell in our 
way. 

We made fuch fpeed, attended by flocks of 
pintadas, petrels; and albatroffes, that we made 
the coaft of N~.w Zeeland on the 17th, early in Mond. 17. 
the morning, after having heavy dews for two 
nights before, which are commonly reckoned 
figns of land. The part of New Zeeland which 
we now fell 'in with, was Mount Egmont, that 
prodigious peak which forms the north point of 
Cook's Strait coming from the wefrward. It 
appeared to be covered with fnow and ice nearly 
from the middle to the fummit, of which we had 
only a glimpfe now and then, when the clouds 
broke which involved it. Its appearance is re
markably majefric, and the neighbouring hills 
look like dwarfs in comparifon. It frands upon, 
or rather its bafe gradually flattens into an ex-
tenfive plain on all fides; and its fummit, taper-
ing gradually, terminates in a fmall point. Its 
height is fuppofed to be not much inferior to the 
peak of Teneriff, from th~ fpace which the (now 
occupies on it. , 

The breeze, which had hitherto been mode
rate, now changed into a hard gale, which car
ried us forward at the rate of eight knots an 

.hour ; 
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1774· hour; and we felt the air very !barp and un
OCTOB. comfortable, the thermometer ftanding at 58°, 

'--Y--' We now efteemed ourfel yes ha ppy to be on the 
weft coaft of New Zeeland, where this gale was 
favourable, which on the eaft fide would have 

Tuef. 18. been furiollf1y againft us. The next morning 
it hurried us paft Cape Stephens, Admiralty Bay, 
and Point Jackron. As foon as we emered QQeen 
Charlotte's Sound, it only blew in intermittent 
gufts, with the help of which we came fafely to 
an anchor, the third time during this voyage, 
in Ship Cov:e, which we had left near eleven 
months before. The fight of each well-known 
objeCt, however bleak and favage its appearance, 
conveyed a pleafing fenfation, and the hope of 
recruiting our wafted fpirits and ftrength, in
ipired unufual chearfulnefs. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. IV. 

'fhirdand laft flay at fi<!!een Charlotte's Sound, in 
New Zeeland. 

REPEATED {howers, and chilling fquaIls 0'774. 
of wind, gave us a rough reception on the wild ~ 
fhores of New Zeeland. The feafon was not Tuef. 18. 
yet far advanced in this raw climate, and the 
withered foliage of the laft year, had not made 

. room on many trees for the verdure of fpring. 
After dinner, we went on fhore to examine 
the beach where we had twice before fixed our 
tents during this voyage, being defirous of fee
ing what was become of the bottle which con
tained a letter to captain Furneal1x. Before we 
landed we took notice of a fmall flock of ihags, 
which had built their nefts on fame trees hang
ing over the water; a fign that the cove had 
not lately been vifited by men. Indeed we 
have rea{on to fuppofe that the natives dwell in 
the interior receJTes of the bay during winter, 
thofe parts being probably rdorted to by the 
fifh at that inholpitable fearon. After diflodg- . 
ing the ihags, and killing fame of their young, 
which though fledged, were yet too ftupid to 
flyaway, we landed, and were prefently con
vinced tbat an European ihip had vifited this 
place after our departure in November laft. 
Many trees which we had left ftanding were 
cut down with faws and other tools unknown 
to tbe natives; the bottle was removed, and 
other indubitable veftiges of the new vifitation 
remained. The plantations which we had for-

merly 
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1774. merly made were almoft entirely de~r~yed, be
;':CTon. jng partly rooted out, ~nd partly 1bfle.d by the 
---.r--J indiaenoLls weeds, whIch grew luxuriantly III 

the foil after it had been tumed n!='. ·Our failors 
dragged a net feveral times, but to no purpofe ; 
however, we were {omewhat more fuccefsful 
after our return to the fbi p, where feveral £llh 
were caught with the book: and line. Amongfl: 
others, a i~ne fea-bream (/parus pagrus), weigh
ing eleven pounds, was taken, it being one of 
tbofe fpecies \" hich are to be met with in almofl: 
every ocean *. About [un[et a cannon was 
fired, with a view to apprize the natives of our 
arrival, if any of them happened to be within 
hearing. It was our interell to have them near 
llS, in order to [upply us with fi111, which our 
failors were not expert enough to catch in any 
quantity, [uppofing we could have difpenfed 
with their labours in repairing the rigging, 
&c. 

Wedn. 19. At day· break all our people began to warp 
the fbip deeper into the cove, and about nine 
o'clock: they had brought her into a convenient 
fituation very near the fuore. We profited by an 
interval of fair weather, in order to vifit the beach, 
where we once more pitched our tents. The 
laft year's generation of birds, unacquainted 
with the treacherous arms of Europeans, fat 
patiently till we came near enough not to run 
the riik of miffing them; and thus we not only 
recruited our collection, but likewife provided 
a delicious refrefbment. The creepers in parti
cular, and feveral [maller fpecies, were to the full 
as grateful to the palate as ortolans; and every 

land-

'If It i~ caught on the coa!l:s of England, in the Mediter
ranean, at the Cape of Good Hope, and in the South 
Seas. 
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land-bird of this part of New Zeeland, hawks 1774· 
excepted, would have been relifhed at the OCTOB. 

moil: luxurious tables. ~ 
In the afternoon we accompanied captain Cook 

to Canibal Cove, the next to the northward 
of our anchoring-place. The fuores of this 
cove we knew to be rich in celery and [curvy
gra(s, which it was the captain's conftant care 
to provide for his crew, wherever they were to 
be had. In our rambles through the woods at 
this place we found a true cabbage-palm (areca 
oleracea), of the [arne [ort which we had (een 
at NOffolk If1and. Its fituation in this high la~ 
titude was [omewhat [urprifing,and [eems to 
prove that this fpecies is of a more hardy na
tUFe than the reft in the lame cla[s. We re~ 
turned on board with a rich load of greens, very 
acceptable to all our fhipmates, bur eyed with 
peculiar pleafure by all thofe who had been poi
foned, and who hoped, by the u(e of this who1e
fume diet, to be reftored to health and ftrength, 
which they had never enjoyed finee that untor
tunate event. Another cannon was fired in the 
evening, as no natives had hitherto made their 
appearance. 

The next day we experienc.ed dreadful gales, 
which coming over the b~eak and fnow-eapt alpa 
to the fouth of us, chilled the air moft uncomfor
tably, and at 1aft brought on heavy rains. The 
wind abated the day following, bur lbowcrs and 
~h~ck fogs continued till the .evening. A N. W. 
wind then [pringing up, chaFed the cl0:rds frol? 
the mountains, &c. The fun arofe III ah IllS. 
fplendor the next morning; the choir of fea- Satur. :1.6. 
l'hered fongfl:ers was heaf,d on all ~des for t.he 
fir-it time fince our arrival, announcmg a mIld 
vernal day, and fummoned. us into the wood~, 
Many of our officers immedIately embraced t~ml 

VOL. II. C c opportumty 
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17i4. opportunity of recreation, and we accompanied 

Oc-ron. captain Cook in a boat, coail:ing the {hores to
'--y--..J wards Point JackJon, and landing from time' to 

time in the different coves on our way. The 
afternoon was fpent in an excurfion to the Hip
pah-rocl~, on which we made a fire to allure the 
natives, being very defirous of their company. 
We like-.vife vifited the cabbage-garden Oil Mo
tu-Aro, and found the plants (hot into feed, 
which had been for the greateil: part confumed 
by the birds. In the evening all the fportunen 
returned loaded with birds; the different boats' 
crews had collected freib fupplies of greens, and. 
the reft had caught fiib during the fair weather. 
All thefe fucceffes contributed to make a kind 
of general feftival in the {hip, which the levity 
of the mariners rendered the more chearful, as 
every pail: harcHhip was already forgotten. 

Having waited in vain anotner day for the 
appearance of the natives, we refolved to go 
in queil: of them into ,the [onthern creeks on 

:Mond. 24· the 24th. That morning" however, at day
break, two canoes appeared off the point of 
Shag Cove with their fails fet; but they were 
no fooner in fight of the fhip, than the fail was. 
ini1:antly let down, and the people betook them
[elves to paddling very fail: back again Their 
referve only made us more defirous to have 
[ome intercour[e with them, as it appeared to 
be a mark of fear or diil:ruil:. Captain Cook 
ret 'out in his boat with us, and we came into 
Shag Cove, where we paffed fome time (hooting 
fhags and rea-pies, of which we found grea[ 
numbers. At laa, however, we heard fame 
{homs on the fouth OlOre of the cove; and com
ing tovvards that part, difcerned feveral natives 
wh? had retired to the upper part of the hills, 
whllft only three or four remained below on a 

riling, 



R 0 U N D THE \\1 0 R L D. 387 
riling, where feveral huts were concealed in the 1174. 
woods. Here we found their canoes hauled on OCTOB. 

the beach, and immediately landing, made figns '-v--! 
for thefe people to come to llS. They hefitated 
a little; then one defcended, and having joined 
·nofes with us, the ulual fign of friend!bip, the 
reft came down, and thofe who had afcendcd the 
higher parts likewife joined us. They were all 
dreifed in !baggy cloaks, which were old and 
ragged; their hair hung about their heads in 
diforder, and filth and french announced them 
even at a difrance. We did not remember to 
have feen above three or four of them at our 
former fray in this found; but having learnt 
their names, enquired concerning many of their 
countrymen who were better known to us, 
They gave us an anfwer which was infinitely 
too complex to be intelligible to us; but we 
could collett thatthey fpoke of a battle, and men-
tioned the death of feveral of the natives. They 
continued from time to time to afk if we were 
difpleafed with them, and feemed to be very 
apprehenfive that our prefent protefrations of 
friendfhip were not quite hncere. \Ve fufpett-
ed from this circumftance, that a fatal mifim
derfranding had happened between the natives 
and the crew of fome European ibip, and we 
naturally thought of our coniort the Adventure. 
However, far from confirming the natives in 
their fears, we endeavoured by every method 
to gain their confidence, in which we [ucceeded 
very well, by waving the fubjett of our di£Cour[e, 
and alkirtg if they had any fifh to felL Tl~ey 
ran to' their canoes immediately, and clearing 
away the mats with which they were covered, 
produced a vaft quantity of fifh, probably 
caught the (ame morning. For a few piece.s ofTa-
heitian cloth, a nail, [orne medals and a bit of red 

. C c 2 baize, 
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'774· baize, we bought a fufficient quantity to fupply 
Ou-OD. our whole ihip's company, and {o far gained 
'--v-- the confidence of the natives, that they promifed 

to come to the ihip the next day. One of them, 
of a middle age, who {eemed to be the princi
pal man in this fmall village, told us his name 
was Peeterre, and ihewed himfelf the friendlieft 
of them all. We patted from them; after ad
miring their bold fpirit, which difdairted con
cealment, at the moment when they were filled 
with apprehenfions that we ihould take advan
tage of our fuperiority of numbers. We were 
indeed ignorant at that time how much reafon 
they had to dread our refentment, a circum
ftance which gives ftill greater lufrre to, their 
bravery. 

Tue[ 25. They were indeed as good as their word, 
and came to us at fun-rife the next morning, 
in five canoes, felling a great quantity of fine 
fiih, and thus refroring affiuence on out tables. 
Having parted with their fiih, they produced 
a number of pieces of green nephritic frane, 
wrought into chiffels and various ornaments, 
which they eagerly exchanged for Taheitian and 
Engliih cloth, as well as iron ware. Not con
tent with what they could collett on board, 
fome of them went to the beach, where a num
ber of our people were employed in watering, 
wooding, &c. and where Mr. Wales had once 
more fixed his obfervatory. Here they made 
acquifiLions, and then all went to pafs the night 
en a neighbouring beach. They rofe at day
break, and caught abundanc-e of filb, with 
which they returned to us, continuing to fup
ply us every day in the fame manner. Their 
favourite place of refort was however, our wa
terir:g-place; for there they met with feve~al 
mannes, who took a plea[ure in converfing wlih 

them, 
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them, as well as they could, for hours together. 177+· 
It appears this kind of familiar intercourfe faited OCTOB •.• 

lheif difpofition, for they foon became fo in- '--v--' 
timate as to impart to their new friends a tale, 
of which the particu:lars were of the utmoft im-
portance to us· They related, that an Euro-
pean veffel had put iRto the harbour fome time 
ago; but that in a quarrel with the inhabitants, 
aU her people had been killed and eaten. This 
intelligence alarmed us greatly, as we appre-
mended that this veifel was moft probably the 
Adventure. The natives were repeatedly que[-
.tioned, and in every converfation we difcovered 
fome additional circumftances, by which the 
fact was more dearly eftablilbed. At laft, how-
ever, obferving that our enquiries on this fub-
ject were frequently repeated, they refolved to 
give us no farther information, and by threats 
ftoppedlbort .one of their own brethren, who 
had been prevailed upon to fpeak once more on 
the fUbject.Captain Cook being very defir9us 
of obta~ning fome certainty concerning the fate 
of :the Adventure, called Peeterre and another 
native into the cabin, both of whom denied that 
any harm had been done to the Europeans. VVe 
made two pieces of paper, to repre[ent the two 
thips, and drew the figure of the Sound on a 
larger piece; then drawing the twofhips into 
the Sound, and out of it again, as often as they 
had touched at and lef[ it, including our hlft c;le-
parture, we ftopped a while, and at laft pro-
ceeded' to bring our (hip in again: but the na-
tives interrupted us, and t£lking up the paper 
whichrepreCented the Adventure, they brought 
it into the harbour, and drew it out again, 
counting on their fingers how many moons 
lbe had been gone. This circumftance g(lve us 
two-fold pleafure, fince at the fame time that 

we 
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1774. we were perflladed our conrort had [afely f~i[ed 
OCTOB. from hence, \ve had room to admire the Jrga
'----v-l city of the m:tiv~s. ~till, however, there was 

fomething my:u:;-lOllS m the former accounts, 
which iniimated that rome Europeans were 
killed· and we continued to doubt whether we 
had r;'crhtly underftood this part of th<:ir con
ver:;:-"ign, till we received more certain intel
lige:l1ce at our return to the Cape of Good 
Hope. Here Vie learnt that our confort had 
loft a boat with ten men at New Zeeland. 
Sorne account of this melancholy event will, 
I hope, not be unwelcome to my readers, as 
I fhall occafionally cOlllpare the ftory of the 
natives with the reports of our fellow-voyagers. 
It appears that captain Furneaux, after [epa
rating from us, was obliged, on the 9th of 
November J 773, to put into Tolaga Bay, on 
the northern iDe of New Zeeland, where he lay 
till the 16th. He then failed towards Q!een 
Charlotte's Sound, where he arrived on the 30th, 
a few days after our departure_ O-Mai', the na
tive of Raietea, whom he had on board, told 
me he was the firft who found the irlfcription on 
the tree, under which our bottle was buried. 
He pointed it out to the captain, and the bot
tle with the letter was immediately found. In 
confequencc of this, captain Furneaux made all 
the neceffary preparations for the remaining part 
of his voyage, in as little time as pollible. His 
!hip the Adventure was ready to [ail, when he 
rent a boat to Grafs Cove, on the eail:ern {hore 
of the Sound, in order to gather a load of cele
ry and [curvy-grafs for the crew. Mr. Rowe, the 
unfortunate youth who had the command of this 
boat, combined with many liberal fentiments 
the prejudices of a naval education, which in
duced him to look upon all the natives of the 

. SOllth 
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SOllth Sea with contempt, and to affume that 17H. 
kind of right over them, with which the Spa- OCT on. 

niards, in more barbarous ages, difpofed of the '--y--.J 

lives of the Am::,:ican Indians. After landing 
in Grafs Cove, his people beg:m to cut greens, 
and fame in all probability [hipped off their 
cloaths, to perform their t<.11;: with greater eafe; 
for the accounts which we obtained from the 
natives at Queen Clado~tc's Sound impJrt, tbat 
one of their countrymen ftole a failor's jacket; 
that our people had h=reupon immediately be-
gun to fire, and continued to do fo til! all their 
ammunition was fpent; that the natives had 
taken this opportunity to rul1l upon the Euro-
peans, and had killed everyone of them. This 
relation is 'lery reconcilable with tbe opinion 
which the late Mr. Rowe always entertained of 
the New Zeelanders, viz. that they would ne-
ver frand the fire of European muflietry. He 
had before, when at Tolaga Bay, been exceed-
ing defirous of firing upon them, for having 
ftolen a [mall keg of brandy from the boat's 
crew; but the judicious and humane advice of 
lieutenant Burney checked his impetuofity. 
Captain Furneaux finding that his b:Jat did 
not return the next day, fent fvrr. Bmney in. 
another boat, well armed, to look after the for-
mer. They foon reached the entrance of Eall: 
Bay, where they obferved a canoe containing 
many natives, who at fight of them paddled 
away as faft as poffible. Our people made after 
them, but the fear of being taken made the na~ 
tives jump overboard, and [wim to the !hore. 
This behaviour alarmed Mr. Burney, and his ap~ 
prehenfions were but too fully verified when he 
came up ,,~ith the canoe. Here they found feveral 
mangled limbs of their comrades, and rome of 
their cloaths. After rowing about [orne time, they 

\:~me 
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1774. came to G rars Cove, towards feven in the evening, 
OCTOB. where they faw a confiderable number of the 

'---v---' natives aiIembled, who feemed prepared to op
pofe them. The whole hill to the top was co
vered WIth crouds of people, as in a fair, and 
fmokes afcended in {everal places, where they 
were probably drefling human flefh. Horror 
chilled the 1ailors blood in their veins, but the 
next moment they glowed with the fierce ar
dour of revenge, and cooler reafon was obliged 
to give way to the powerful impulfe. They 
fired and killed feveral of the nati ves, driv·ing 
them at laft, but with great difficulty, from the 
beach, and deftroying a great number of ca
noes, which they~found gauled on fhore. They 
then landed, and fearched· the huts, where tbey 
found many other limbs of their friends ·packed 
into bafkets, and particularly a hand, which 
tbey knew to be that of {he unfortunate Rowe. 
Mr. Burney is of opinion, that the boat had 
been beaten to pieces by the natives, for the 
fake of the iron, as he only met with fome de~ 
tached parts ·of it. It is not unlikely that the 
unhappy people who were thus cut off, did not 
take fufficient care to keep their boat afloat, but 
1ufrered the tide to leave .itdry upon the roGks, 
by which means they made their retreat imprac
ticable aftenvards. Captain Furneaux having 
fuffered this heavy 10(5, more heavy to him, as 
Mr. Rowe was his relation, ret fail from Qgeen 
Charlotte's Sound on the ·zzd of December, and 
paired round Cape Horn, touching at no port, 
nor feeing any land, tIll he arrived at the Cape 
.,)[ Good Hope, on the 19th of March 1774; 
from ."vhence he returned to England, anchoring 
at Splthead on the 15th of July following, at 
the time wben we were near the New Hebrides 
in the Soutb S.o.s. . 

The 



ROUND THE WORLD. 393 
The New Zeelanders have been dangerous 1774. 

enemies to all the .nations who have viiited them. OCTO!!. 

The t1rft difcoverer, Abel Janfan Ta[man, a "--v--J 
Dutch navigator, loft four of his people, in an 
anchoring-place, which he named Murderers 
Bay,. and which [eems to be the [arne with cap-
tain Cook's Blind Bay. The natives took one 
of the dead bodies into the canoe with them, 
and had therefore doubtlefs tafted the fieCh of an 
European, fo early as the year 1642 '". By kill-
ing ten perfons of the Adventure's crew, they 
have been frill more pernicious to the Englilh, 
.and by murdering M. Dufrefne Marion, with 
twenty-eight men, they have treated the French 
more roughly than all the reft. M. Crozet, cap-
tain of a fire-ibip, in the French navy, happen-
ing ,to be at the Cape of Good Hope, on his way 
to ·India, at the time of our return to that fet-
tlement, gave us an account of the melancholy 
fate of his countrymen. He commanded the 
king's floop the Ma[carin, under M. Marion, 
and put into the Bay of Iflands, on the northern 
iiland of New Zeeland t in .great diftre[s. He 
was obliged, having loft his mafts, to look out 
for new ones in the w.oods of this country; but 
when he had found trees fit for his purpo[e, it 
app.::ared almoft impoffible to bring them from 
the hills to the water fide. However, neceffity 
at laft obliged them to make a road two or three 
miles long, througbthe thickeft forefts, to the 
place where he met with the beft trees. A party 
of his people were in the mean w~ile placed on 
an if1and in the bay, to fill the cafks with wa-

ter) 

• See M. Dalrymple'sColleB:ion, V?l. n. p. 7z: . 
'1' See vol'. 1. where I have mentIOned the dl[covenes 

of that voyage, previous to M. Marion's arrival at New 
Zeeland. 
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1774· ter, and another party occaGonally went on 
OCTOB. (bore to cut wood for the fhip's ufe. They had 
"--v--' lain here thirty-~bree days upon the beft terms 

with the natives, who freely off:::red their women 
to the railors, when M. Marion went on ibore 
wi th feveral people, to vifit the different parties 
who were at work, without leaving word that he 
intended to come back to the {hip the fame day. 
His firft vifit to the waterers being performed, 

. he went to the Hippah, or fortification of the 
natives, where he commonly ufed to ca1l in his 
way to the carpenters, who were encamped in 
the woods with M. Crozet. Here however, it 
[eerns he was cut off, with his company, and 
boat's crew. The next morning, the linlte
nant, who commanded on board, not knowing 
what had happened, rent a party to cnt wood 
within a neck of land. A party of the natives 
waited the opportunity when everyone was at 
work to fall upon the French, and killed them 
all, except a fingle failor who ran over the ifth
mus, and threw himfelf into the fea, in order 
to [wim towards the fhips, though he was 
wounded by feveral [pears. He called out at 
laft, and being taken on board, gave the general 
alarm. M. Crozet's fitl1ation in the woods with 
a final! party, was the moft critical. A corporal 
and four marines were immediately difpatched, 
to acquaint him of his danger, while feveral 
boats attended to receive his party, at a place 
where the fiek had been lodaed in tents for the 
recovery of their heal~h. He dirpo[ed every 
thing as well as the time would permit, and er
feeted his retreat to the fea·fide. Here however, 
he found a prodigious croud of the nati\'(s aC· 
fembled, dreft out in their beft habits, with fe· 
\'eral chiers at their head. M. eraz.::t, told (he 
four marines, to be ready in cafe he found it 

neceffa,y, 
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neceffary, to fire at fuch perfons as he fhould 1774. 
point ollcHe g~ve orders to his party to {hike OCTOB. 

the tents of the iICk, to embark all their tools---v---J 
'<lDd apparatus, aod to retire i,-ito the boat, whilfl: 
he with the £Oldiers walked up to the chief. 
This man immediately told him, that M. Marion 
was killed by another chief whom he named. 
M. Croz·:t took up a fl:ake, and forcin2: it into 
the ground, j uft before the feet of tl~e chief, 
bid him advance no further. The violence of 
the action fiartled the i:wage, whofe irrefolution 
M. Crozet obferving, infifted on his command-
ing the c;raud to fit down, which was according
lycomplied with. He now walked up and down 
before ,he New Zeelanders, till all his men were 
in the boat; his foldiers were ordered to follow, 
and himfelf was the laCe who embarked. He 
had fcarce put off, when the whole body of 
New Zeelanders rate, began their fang of defi-
ance, and threw {tones after him; however, by 
the timely exertion of his people, they all came 
fafe on board. The New Zeelanders from this 
time forward, made feveral attempts to cut him 
off They made an expedi,ion againft the wa· 
tering-partyat night, which, but for the vigi-
lance of the French, w0\11d have been fatal to 
them; and they likewife attacked the lbips in 
more than a hundred large canoes full of men, 
who felt the effetl:s of European anillery, At 
laft M. Crozet, feeing it impoIiible to fnpply the 
fhips with maits, uniefs he could drive the na-
tives from this neighbourhood, went to attack: 
their hippah, which was one of the greateft and 
firongeft. _. He put the carpenters. in th~ front, 
to cutdotvn the pallifadoes, bebmd wh~ch ~he 
nativesftood in great numbers on the hghtIDg 
ftages, qefcribed in captain Ccok's former voy-

age, 
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1774. age *. His people drove the natives .from thefe 
OCTO!. ftages by keeping up a regular fire, which did 
~ [orne execution. The carpenters could now ap

proach without danger, and in a few moments 
cut a breach in the fortification. A chief in
ftantly ftepped into it with a long [pear in his 
hand. He was iliot dead by M. Crozet's markf
men, and prefently another occupied his place, 
fteppingon the dead body. He likewife fell a 
victim to his intrepid 'courage, and in the fame 
manner eight chiefs lllcceffively defended, and 
bravely fell on this poft of honour. The reft 
feeing their leaders dead, ~ook flight, and the 

.. French purfued and killed numbers of them. 
M. Crozet offered fifty dollars to any perfon who 
fbonld take a New Zeelander alive, but this was 
abfolutely impraCticable. A [oldier feized an 
old man, and began to drag him towards his 
captain, hut the favage being unarmed, bit into 
the flefhy part of the Frenchman's hand, of 
which the exquifite pain [0 enraged him, that he 
ran the New Zeelander through with the bayonet. 
M. Crozet found great quantities of dreffes, 
arms, tools, and raw flax in this hippah, toge
ther with a prodigious ftore of dried fiib, ancl 
roots, which [eemed to be intended for winter 
provifion. He completed the repairs in his 
fhip without interruption, after accompliihing 
this enterprize, _ and profecuted his voyage after 
a ftay of fixty-four days in the Bay of Hlands. 

The charaCter of the New Zeelanclers would 
appear to no great advantage in this tranfattion 
with the French, if we [uppo[ed that nothi-ng 
paifed previous to the ma{[acre to rouze their in~ 
dignation. But the whole tenour of their beha
viour to Europeans, feems to acquit ·them of 

treachery 

,. See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. 3'79. & feq. 
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treachery and cruel malevolence. It is therefore 1774· 
greatly to be fufpetted that they took umbrage OCTOB. 

at (orne affront, perhaps unwittingly committed --v---J 
by the {hangers, and revenged it with that paf-
fionate fury which hurries on the favage into ex~ 
celfes. We had no reafon to doubt the veracity 
of the people at QQeen Charlotte's Sound, fince 
they accufed their own countrymen of theft. 
but it plainly appears from thefe inftances, that 
the ralb attion of revenging this theft with death, 
and moft probably revenging it indifcriminately 
on a whole body of natives, muft have provoked 
them to retaliate. Born to live our flated time 
on this globe, everyone who puts a premature 
period to our exiftence here, offends the laws of 
the Creator .. The paffions are wifely implanted 
in our breaft for our prefervation; and revenge, 
in particular, guards us againil: the encroach-
ments of others. Savages do not give up the 
right of retaliating injuries; but civilized focie-
ties confer on certain individuals the power and 
the duty to revenge their wrongs. Still, even in 
the moil: polifhed countries of Europe, this me-
thod of adminiftering juftice is not fufficient in 
all cafes. Such is the imperfettion of human 
inftitutions, that the public avenger of wrongs 

l' oft lifts his hand againft the {acred rights of the 
whole community .. On that occafion all ciY'~l 
agreements are diifolved, every man aiTumes hIs 
rights, and gives free courfe to the paflion~. 
Even in private life there are occaGons where t~IS 
{acred principle of revenge is of infinite {ervlce 
in the beft regula.ted community. Nothing. is 
more common than oppreffions, affronts, and lil
juries againft which the law provides no reme
dy; nothing more frequent, than that a fet of 
men are powerful enough to wreft the .laws to 
tlle diG'ldvantage of the wretched and fnendle:lS. 

There 
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1i74' There initances would be ftill more numerous, 
GCTOB. and be carried to the moil detefta·ble pitch of 

'--v--J tyranny, if this dread did not with-hold them, 
that the il~ured party may refilme that power of 
redref11ng his wrongs, which he fees [0 inade~ 
quately exercifed by his repre[~ntative. He that 
attempts another's property, runs the ril1< of be
ing killed without a trial by the perron ",hom 
he robs; and the fear of the fword or the cane, 
hath often kept .villains with-in bounds, who are 
invulnerable to the at;acks of the law. 

Chi fa fua vendetta, oltra che offende 
Chi l'offefo ha, da molti Ii difende. Au 0 S'T O. 

Being fatisned that the Adventure had [afely 
failed from ~een Charlotte's Sound, by the 
figns of Peeterre, we took the opportunity of a 

Friday 28. fair day to viiit the innermoft receifes of Weft 
Bay> in order to be convinced, if poffible, whe
ther there was any probability that the hogs and 
fowls, b.rought thither almofr a year before, 

. would ever frock thefe wild woods with numer
ous breeds. We came to the [pot where we had 
left them, but raw not the leaft veftiges of their 
having been on the beach, nor did it appear that 
any of the natives had vifited this remote place; 
from when<;:e we have [orne reafon to hope, that] 
the animals had retreated into the thickeft part 
of the woods. -We afterwards found a few fa~ 
milies of the natives in an oppofite part of the 
bay, who furnifhed us with abundance of nrh. 

NOVEMB. 'vVe went to Grafs Cove on the 2d of No
Wedn.2. vember, having liad rainy and ftormy weather 

after our excurfion to Weft Bay. Ignorant of 
the dreadful tragedy which had there been act
ed, we landed in all the creeks thereabouts, and 
advanced far into the country, feeing feveral 
paths which led up the hills, but meeting no 

inhabitants. 
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inhabitants. We iliot here about thirty birds, '774, 
amongft which were a dozen pigeons, that fre-NoVEM&. 
quented this fpot on account of a fpecies of [0- "-v--J 
pbora-tree, of which they confumed the leaves 
and feeds. We ~eturned in the evening at 
eight o'clock, findIng a number of natives on 
board, who had arrived from another part of 
tbe bay. Theft: natives fold us no provifions 
like thofe who came with Pee terre, but brouaht 
dreffes, arms, and other curiofities; cap:ain C~ok 
therefore abfolutely prohibited all commerce wi th 
them. They returned to us again the next morn-
ing, but the captain perfifted in his refolution of 
not admitting them, unlefs they brought us re
frefhments. Indeed, this manner of proceeding: 
was equally laudable and nece{fary; it required 
the utmoit exertion of authority, as well as the 
enforcement of example, to make the ftubborn 
failor take the leait ftep for the benefit of his 
own health, as Loon as his attention was engaged 
by the manufaCtures of the natives. It is fllr,,:, 
prifing to what a pitch the rage of colleCting 
arms and utenfils had fifen among the crew. 
During our ft::q at C@een Charlotte's Sound, fe-
veral of our people who were fent to make 
brooms, with the boatfwain at their head, rob-
bed the hut of a poor native of feveral tools, 
and forced upon him rome nails, which they 
thought an equivalent. Fortunately, the na-
tives found means to complain to captain Cook, 
and the offenders were juftIy punilhed. The 
crew of the Endeavour were not a whit more 

-equitable or honefl:; they robbed the wife of 
Tubora'i Tamaide at Tabeitee, and feemed at 
New Zeeland * to think they had a right to the 

property 

.. See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. 114- We may Jikewife 
confult vol. III. where an infl:ance of barbarity is recorded, . 
fimilar to that mentioned in this work, vol. L 
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1774. property of the natives. Indeed their character 
NovEMB'is very uniform, and cannot well be otherwife 
~ from their manner of life; and it may be ob

ferved, that their own commanders complain of 
the fame inhuman propenfity to deftroy the poor 
harmlefs people of the South Seas, which I have 
fa frequently obferved in the cour[e of this 
voyaget. 

The embargo which was laid on the trade was 
the reafon that aU the natives left us on the 4th, 
except a fingle wretched family, who had not 
been able to catch fifh during the two laft days, 
on account of the ftormy weather. \Ve found 
them at the Indian Cove, feeding on infipid 
fern-roots, for want of more nutritive food. 
Each of their huts contained a fire, of which 
the fmoke entirely involved them; however, 
by lying down clofe to the ground, they were 
lefs incommoded by the Cmoke than if they had 
[at upright. Notwithftanding the inconvenience 
of this fituation, there were not wanting feveral 
of our fhipmates who readily took up with the 
fame lodging, in order to receive the careifes of 
the 61thy female inhabitants. Perhaps it may be 
imagined that only brutilb failors could have 
filch groveling appetites; but the imperious ele
ment, on which they are continually toffed abour, 
feems to level all diftinCtions. Indeed, when 
people habitually give full courfe to their un
bounded defi(es, it is not furprifing that they 
gratify one fenfe at the expence of all the reft. 
The nations whom we had lately vifited in the 
New Hebrides, and at New Caledonia, having 
very wifely declined every indecent familiarity 
with their guefts, the moft loathfome objects in 
a New Zeelander's fmoky and nafty hovel, were 
eagerly addreffed. 

The 
t See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. 406. 
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The ne1't day was very fair, after an interval '774. 
of bad weather; captain Cook therefore chofeNov EMII~ 
to make .an excurfion, to trace the end of thes'--"V--J 
r. d ' , I .(1'11 . atur 5 
lOUD, WhlC,l HIlrernu1l1ed unknown. We fet .' 
out in a boat, and ad\':lnced a confiderable way 
towards fame canoes which were filhing. At 
fighE of llS the people in them left their employ-
ment, and paddled away; but as our crew rowed 
very brifkly, we (oon oveltook them, and en-
quired if they knew a paffage out to rea through 
the extremity of the Sound. They [e~med not 
to unfterdand our queftion, but offered us [orne 
firo, v.hieh they had juft caught. vVe purcha!ed. 
a great ql1antity, and found the n8.ti\'cs very 
friendly in their behaviour, they havi'lg been 
on board the fbip a few d<1.Ys beror'.:. Rec::ivirtg 
no intelligence from them, we rowed a great 
way higher, :lnd paffed an arm of the So!Jnd to 
the left, and (everal bays and coves on the right 
hand. Here meeting with another cartbe, which 
came up towards us, we afk.ed the natives con'" 
cerning {he outlet into the fea. They pointed 
out the left or ealtern arm, and told us that the 
other to the (ollth at laft ended in a bay, which 
Was everywhere furrounded by mountairts. 
Upon their report we fteered into the eaftern 
arm, and foon di[covered a moft fpaciol1s b:ly 
in it, to the right of which the !bores were every 
whete lined with natives. \Ve landed at onc of 
the molt populous places.) and faInted by tb:: 
nafe the chief and principal people, who ft~pped 
forward from the reit. The chief immedlately 
acquainted us that his name vias Tringho-BJQ~ 
hee *. He was a little elderly man, but very 
aCtive, lively and friendly; his face was PUl1C-

VOL. II. D d turd 

Iff Trinr:rh(} kems to be a kind of title among them, beiog 
affixed to feveral names of their chief". 
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t 774. tured a.U over in fcroHs, by which he diftin-
1'qOVEMll. guifhed bimfelf from everyone of his country
~ men prefent, who were all much lees disfigured 

by this operation. The women fat in feveral 
rows before their huts, and a few of them were 
known to us, having been on board - the iliip 
rome days before. Theyall feemed to be much 
better fituated than the fcattered families in the 
neighbourhood of our cove; their garb was new 
and neat, and the features of fome much lefs 
difgufting than we had generally feen. Perhaps 
this was owing to their faces being clean, with
out being covered with paint, foot, or other dirt. 
The number of men encreafed about us every 
minute, as we traded eagerly for fifh, which 
they were equally eager to fell. Our friend 
Tringho-Boohee, however, feemed to di11ike the 
arrival of fa many people, efpecially as the price 
of his £lib fell, in proportion as the market was 
better fupplied. A. great number of them like
wife brought their arms and clothes to fell, and 
moil: of them went naked, except a fmall· piece 
of mat girt about the loins, this day being re
markably mild, and the place fheltered from 
all winds. After ~ying here about a quarter 
of an hOlj.r, captain took reimbarked with us, 
wh~ch was the more advifable, as many of the 
natives who arriveq laft, brought their arms, 
and the whole craud now amollnted to two hun
dred anqupwards, a much greater number than 
"ve had fufpetted the found to contain, or had 
ever [een affembled together. We had already 
put off, when a failor acquainted the captain, 
that he had bought a bundle of £lIb from one of 
th~ natives fqr wbich he had not paid him. Cap~ 
tam Cook took the laft nail which was left, and 
caI:ing to the native, threw it on the beach at 
bis feet. Th:; ravage being offended, or thi~k-

IDg 
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ing himfelf attacked, picked up a fione, and '774. 
threw it ineo the boat with great force, butNOVEMB. 
luckily without hitting anyone of us. Vve now '--v---J 
called to him again, and pointed to the nail 
which we had thrown towards him. As foon as 
he had feen, and picked it up, he laughed at his 
own petulance, and feemed highly pleafed with 
our condua: towards him. This circLlmfrance, 
with a little ra!hnefs on our part, might have 
become very fatai to us, or might at leaft have 
involved us in a dangerous quarrel. If we had 
ref en ted the affront of being pelted with a frone, 
the whole body would have joined in the caul'e 
of their countryman, and we muft have fallen 
an eafy prey to their numbers, being at the dif-
tance of five or fix leagues from the !hip, with-
out any hopes of afliftaoce. It was fort-una,te 
that we were not acquainted at that time with 
the wretched fate of Mr. Rowe and his compa-
nions; elfe the unexpea:ed meeting with [uch a 
body of natives, would greatly have alarmed liS, 

efpecially as it appears probable from their (itua-
tion, that they aa:ed':1 principal part in his ma[-
facre. When we confider the numerous oppor-
tunities which we gave the natives to .cut us off, 
by leaving our boats, walking up hills, landing 
in their populous [ettlements, going among them 
unarmed, and the like; it becomes every mo-
ment clearer to me, that their friendfbip is al-
ways to be trufted, unlefs it is infringed on our 
part, and that accordingly they did not cut off 
the Adventure's people without provocation. It 
muft neverthelefs be acknowledged, that we were 
peculiarly fortunate in our excurfiol1s, which 
Providence always guided in fuch a manner, that 
we did not fall unawares into the bands of any 
families of the natives, with whom we had not 
concluded a previous treaty of peace. 

D d 2 The 
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1774. The people at this place agreed wi til thofe to 
NOVEMll. whom we had fpoken in the canoe, that the arm 
"'--y---' which we had entered communicated with the 

rea We continued our route accordingly, and 
obferved after l<)me turnings, that the inlet rali 
to the northward, at the back of Grafs Cove, 
and Eafl: Bay. We found in it many coves and 
b::aches, with greens) and plenty of wild fowl; 
the water was perfectly {moo~b, and the moun
tains formed many romantic profpeCls, being 
doathed wi,h fine forefts. Having advanced 
about three leagues from Tl ingho f:hohee's fettle
Dl:'nt, which the natives call Ko-Hagheenooee, 
We began to fee many thags, with a double creft, 
a {pecies which always builds i:1 the vicinity of 
th:: fea. A few moments afterwards we alfo 
fa'N breakers at the farther end of the inlet, 
",hieh fully confirmed the accounts of the na
ti yes. On the left, or at the back of Gra(s Cove, 
VIC faw a bippab, built on a high rock which 
i1:ood in a manner infulated, on a fine fpot of 
levelland. The whole fort was furround:-:d with 
many tall poles, and appeared to be in very 
good order. Having left it at fame diftance, 
(for it lay in a kind of bay) we raw the outlet in
to Cook's Strait, and found it a very narrow paf
[age; before it lay many dangerous and lofty 
rocks, upon which a dreadful furf broke conti
Dually. In the paffage, or gap itfelf, we had 
thirteen fathom of water, and obferved a ftrong 
tide running paft. We had a fair view from 
hence of Ihe northern ifland, and of the {trait 
through which we were td pafs into the South 
Sea for the laft time. It was about four o'clock 
w~en we. made this difcovery, but having the 
wmd agmnft us, or at Ie aft very uncertain, we 
were obliged to return the fame way we came, 
infread of going round cape Koamaroo, which 

would 
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would l1ave faved us much time. As we knew '774. 
of (uch a numerous tribe of natives living in NOYEMB~ 
this neighbourhood, we did not venture to itay'--v--J 
i3. night on {bore; but pailing the hippah, and 
Ko-Haghee-nooee, arrived fafe on board about 
ten o'clock at night. having fafted the whole 
time, and being thoroughly fatigw:d with our 
long excurfion. The new channel which we had 
pow difcovered, is indicated as a bay in captain 
Cook's map of the Straits, inferted in his former 
voyage, he being at that time unacquainted 
with its outlet into the [ea. 

The weather was rather dull the next day; Sunday 6. 
however, our friend Pee terre returned with his 
fat11ily to viiit us. Captain Cook took him into 
.the cabin, and dreired him in a {bin, ftockings, 
breeches, and· coat, as a mark of friendlbip for 
his afIiduity in fupplying us with hlb. Peeterre 
feemed highly delighted with his new dreiS, and 
valued himfelf upon being in favour with us. 
As he was contented with thefe prefents, he did 
not venture to beg for any others, but behaveq 
with great moderation. He accompanied us t9 
Long Wand, where we paired fome time in {boot.,. 
iog, and then returned on board to dinner, of 
which Peeterre partook with peculiar good man,. 
ners,confidering his education. It is {Carce t9 
be doubted, that he felt the fuperiority of our 
knowledge, of our arts, manufactures, and mode 
of living, in [orne degree, efpecially as he was 
always remarkably in good fpirits when amongfl: 
us; but notwithftanding all tbis, he never once 
~xpre{fed a deiire of going with llS; and when 
we propofed it to him, he declined it, preferring 
the· wrelched precarious life of 'his countrymen, 
to all the advantages of which he faw us pof-
[eiTed. I have already mentioned in another 
place, (fee p. 44,) that· this way of thinking is 

c9mmon 
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1774· common to all favages; and I might have added, 
NOVEM!l. that it is not entirely obliterated among polifhed 
'-v----' nations. The force of habit no where appears 

more f1:rikingly than in fuch inftances, where 
it feems alone to counterbalance the comforts of 
a civilized life. 

Pee terre returned on fhore with his comrades 
in the evening, but came to fell us filh again 
the next day. vVe frequently heard him and 
the reft of the natives flnging on Ibore, and 
were fometimes favoured with a fong when th:;y 
viflted us on board. Their muflc is far fuperior 
in variety to that of the Society and Friendly 
If1ands j and if any nation of the South Sea 
comes in competition with them in this ref peer, 
I fhould apprehend it to be that of Tanna. The 
lame intelligent friend who favoured me with a 
{pecimen of the fongs at Tonga-Tabboo, (fee 
vol. 1.) has likewife obligingly communicated to 
me another of the New Zeeland mufic, which 
will be fufficient to give an idea of the tafte of 
the people. He did not vifit the ii1and of Tan
na, but aifured me that there appeared to be 
[orne difplay of genius in the New Zeeland tunes, 
which foared very far above the wretched hum
ming of the Taheitian, or even the four notes 
of the people at the Friendly Wands. 

r"'\r"'\ r"'\ 

. -i~§~~~_§I~~~~~~j 
Of this .tune they continue to flng the two 

firft bars till the words of their fong are at an 
end, and then they clofe with the laft. Some
times they alfo flng an under-part, which is a 
third lower, except the two laft notes, which are 
unifons. 

The 
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The fame gentleman likewiCe took notice of 
a kind of dirge-like melancholy fong; relating 
to the death of Tupaya. This fon8 was chiefly 
praCtiCed by the ir:habitants round folaga Bay, 
on the northern. lf1and, where the people feem 
to hav~ had a hIgh regard. ~or t!lat Taheitian. 
There IS an extreme fimph~lty In the words, 
though they feem to be metrJcaIlyarranged, in 
fuch a manner, as to expreCs the feelings of the 
mourners, by their now movement. 

iighee, matte awhay Tupaya ! 
Departed, dead, alas! Tupaya! 

The firft effufions of grief are not loquaci .. 
{lUS; .the only. \dea to whic~ we can give utter~ 
ance IS that of o~r 10fs, whIch takes the form 
of a complaint. Whether the fimplicity of the 
tune is equally agreeable, or well judged, is a 
queftion which r cannot pretend to determine. 
The connoilfeurs in muCic mutt acquit or con~ 
demn the' New Zeelanders. 

n-__ _ __ --"::'~~--Ift----r':±---~ i -- -~----
~. -- ~ ~ :: = .:!:--q 

A-ghee mat-te a~whay Tu-pa-ya. 

They defcend at the clofe from c to the octave 
below in a fall, refembling the f1iding of a fin
ger along the finger-board on the violin. I iliall 
now diCmi(s this fubjeCl: with the following obA 
fervation, that the tafte for muGe of the New 
Zeelanders, and their fuperiority in this refpeCl: 

, t~ 
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1774: to other nations in the South Seas, are to me 

NOVEMB·ftronger proofs, in favour of their heart, than 
~ all the idle eloquence of philofophers in their 

cabinets can invalidate. They hav~ \iolent paf
fions; but it would be abfurd to affert that thefe 
only lead them to inhuman excdfes. 

vVe continued to make feveral excurfioos along 
fuore, and to the inands in the Sound, till the 
9th of November. In this interval we made fuch 
additions to our botanical and zoological coUec
tions, as could hardly have be-en expeCted at (0 
early a (eafon, and after fearching the fame woods 
fo many times .. We colleCted ten or twelve fpe
cies of plants, and four or five forts of birds, 
which we had not feen before. Our crew allidu
cuny filled all our water· calks, Cllt a great quan
tity of wood, repaired the rigging, and fitted the 
fhip once more to encounter the fury of {outhern 
gales. The quantity of filb which the natives 
daily brought for fale, allowed us to faIt fo many 

-as to fill {everal cafks with them, whkh ferved 
as a fea-frock during our pailage to Tierra del 
Fuego, kept extremely well, and were very pa
latable to mofr people.· The latter part of our 
fray was Ijkewil~ employed in laying in an am
ple provifion of fhags, cormQrants, and {uch 
other birds as we could find, in order that we 
might prolong as much as poffible the term of 
Ii ving on frefh food. 

On the 9th, in the afternoon, we unmoored, 
and rode all night at a fingk anchor, which we 
weighed the next morning at four, thus leaving 
New Zeeland a third time in the courfe of one 
voyage. As often as we bad vifited this coun
try, it had. abundantly fupplied us with refrefh
ments-, which were particularly efficacious in 
reftonng our health, and banifhing the fymp
toms of the [curvy. Not only well-tafted anti-

fcorbutic 
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fcorbutic plants, but likewife the fi!h, which are 17'74. 
eafily digeffed, Feem to me to have been equally NOVEMI!. 

falutary refrorauves. The keen air which is felt '-y--.I 

in New Zeeland, on the finefr days, contributed 
not a little to brace our fibres, relaxed by a long 
cruize in warmer climates, and the frrong exer-
cile we took was doubtlefs beneficial in many 
re[peCts. From hence it happened that we al-
ways left that country with new vigour. If we 
came in ever fo pale and emaciated, the good 
cheer which we enjoyed during our fray, Coon 
rekindled a glow of health on our cheeks, and 
we returned· to the routh, like our !hip, to all 
outward appearance, as clean and found as ever, 
though in reality fomewhat impaired by the ma-
ny hard rubs of the voyage. Perhaps it may be 
attributed in part to the healthinefs of the air, 
the fimplicity of food, and particularly its eafy 
digefi:ion and great abundance, that the natives 
have attained a tall frature, are muCcular, well 
proportioned *, and well formed. It appears in-
deed from many circnmfrances, that filb are fo 
innumerable on their coafts, as to fupply them 
with confrant food, in fufficient q nantity through-
out the year, efpecially as M. Crozet and our-
[elves obferved that they had laid up a plentiful 
fhare of dried filb for the winter. 

'" Except their legs, which are ill-J11~.ped, from their 
mode .:>f fit ti ng. 

C'HAP. 
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C HAP. V. 

~b:.: courJe from New Zeeland to 'tierra del Fut
zo.-Stayat Cbriflmas Harbour~ 

Barbara pr<eruptis inclufa efl: (infula) faxis: 
HorriJa, defertis undique vafta locis. 
Umbrarum nullo ver ell: l<etabile fretu, 
Nullaque in infaull:o nafcitur herba folo. SENEC .... 

N 
I 774. WE cleared Cook's Strait on the loth in: 

OVEMll. h fi L. /1" . ) . r J '--v---i tea ternoon, aLter pa mg WIt lIn a lew eagues. 
'Ihur. 10. of the new inlet, which we had diCcovered pre· 

vious to our departure. We were becalmed all 
the next day in fight of the land, and did not 
obtain a breeze till towards evening. On the 
12 th in the morning we were out of fight of 
land, and fleered a way between the fouth and 
eaft, towards Tierra del Fuego. Vve entered 
n~n t~is navigation with more chearfulneCs, 
than upon the laft fouthem eruize. We were 
perfuaded that no land lay in our way to retard 
our progrefs; the wefterly winds, which prevail 
in thefe: latitudes, were in our favour; and we 
knew that the hard!hips of the voyage were 
drawing to an end. Indeed we looked upon 
ourfelves as already fafe from perils, and the 
hope of reviiiting Europe, after many hazardous 
tracks and narrow efcapes feemed to animate 
llS with new Promethean' fire. The run from 
New Zeeland to Tierra del.Fuego furpaifed 
our warmeft expetl:ations, and, confidering the 
confi:rqction of our !hip, which was always 

reckoned 
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reckoned a dull failor,wasindeedone of the quick- '774, 
eft paffages which can be imagined, as we made NOVEMB. 

one day with another upwards of forty leagues. '---v--> 
We faw a whale on the 12th, about twelve 
yards long, with an oblong blunt head, 011 

which were two longitudinal furrows, and as 
many upright ridges. It had [mall eyes, two 
femilunar apertures, from whence it occafional-
1y [pouted the water, and was mottled all over 
with white fpots. It had two large fins behind 
the head, but none on the back. This extra-
ordinary creature teems to have been intirely un-
known before. 

We had [prung a leak on going out of ~een 
Charlotte's Sound, which we difcovered on the 
14th; but it gave us very little uneafinefs, as 
the water in the pump-well encreafed only five 
inches in eight hOl.'lrs. The wefterly winds 
blew with aftonifbing violence, and the breadth 
of· the ocean being very confiderable, the bil
lows encreafed toan immen[e fize, and feemed 
to be fom-etimes feveral hundred yards long. 
The fbip rolkd very difagreeably when the 
wind was quite aft; and though, it has been 
fuppofed that a fhip's inclination in the greateft 
roll never exceeds twenty degrees, we have ob
ferved 1t inclined above thirty, and feveral times 
even to forty degrees. 

During this run we faw birds of the albatro[s, 
petrel, and pinguin kinds, almoft every day, 
and efpc:cially at equal diftances from New Zee
larid and America, which are about fifteen hun
dred leagues afunder. On the 27th of Novem
ber we made a greater run than ever was m~de 
,in our fbi p before, which confifted of 184 mIles 
by the log. 

On the zd of December, after a fbort calm, DECEM •• 

we had a frefb breeze, wh{ch continued to blmv ' 
without 
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1774- without intermiilion, but wi th different degre~_ 
f)-ECEMB·of velocity, till the J 8th, when we made the 
~ land, a little after midnight, near Cape De[ea-

un . 18. do, on one of the weftermofi: ii1ands of ] ierra -
del Fuego. The fith which We bad (alted at 
New Zeeland had lafted during the whole run, 
and we had found great benefit from living up
on them preferably to faIt beef and pork, which 
was now fa univerfally loathed, that captain 
Cook him(elf declared he i110111d probably ne
ver eat it again with any degree or (atisfac1ion. 
The four-krout had been conftantly u[ed in 
the mean while, and the Woft bad been taken 
as a prefervative by many perfons in the (hip. 
The former wal; ftiH as good as ever, but the 
malt was rpuch damaged, and had loft part of 
its efficacy, by having been put tlP ingreen un
{eafoned caiks. I drank plentiflllly of it, but 
was notwithftandiI1g afflic1ed with confiderable 
fwellings in the legs, attended with pains, which 
returned from time to time. 

The part of the world -which was now in 
fight had a very unfavourable afpea. About 
three o'clock in the morning we ran along it, 
and found it for the greateft part hid in a thick 
haze. The parts near us feemed to be fmall 
il1ands, which though not very high, were 
however very black, and almoft -entirely bar
ren. Beyond them we faw fame broken high 
lands, which were covered with (now, almofl: 
to the. wate, 's edge. Great fiJCks of fhags, 
thear-waters, ikuas, and _other water-fowl, in 
fame rneafure made amends for t:le defolate ap
pearance of the coail, as th _ y gave us great 
hopes that we thould mee~ v.ith refre(hments, 
if we could find a harbour. Few countries that 
we touched at are fo wretchedly deftitute, as 
not to have afforded us fome fupply of food, 

either 
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either animal or veg~table, by the affiftance at 1774. 
which we made fhift to keep ourfelves free from DECEMB. 

a high degree of the {curvy and other diftem- "---v-v 
pers. 

In the afternoon we paffed the ifland, upon 
which Cape Nair is fituated, mel1lioned by M. 
Frezier. The view which he gives of the land 
correfponded very well with what we {aw; and 
to the N. E. there appeared to be a long inlet, 
which is doubtlefs the channel of St. Barbara. 
in the Spanifh charts this extremity of Tierra 
del Fuego has long fince been very accurately 
laid dmvn as di. ided into many iflands and 
channels, whi.ch hilVe been explored, and each 
in particular named, by their early navigators. 
One of the beft charts of this kind accompanies 
the Spanifh tranilacion of the anonymous ac
count of Mr. Byro:1 's Voyage round the World, 
by Dr. Cafirhir Gomez Ortega. Agreeably 
tb their difcoveries, we round many feparate 
il1ands~ from the place. where we made the 
coaft to Cape Nair, and fhould perhaps have 
feen many more, if the weather had not been 
very hazy. 

We found the land toa1l appearance much 
more compact after paning Cape Nair; and the 
next morning in particular, the coaft feemed Mond. 19. 
to be entirely connected; the mountains rofe . 
to a much greater height, immediately from 
the fea-fide, and were covered with fnow in 
every part. The wind gradually lelfened, and 
towards noon we were entirely becalmed, hav- • 
jng the fin eft fun {bine,· and mild weather. Ma-
ny forts of water-birds appeared about us from 
time to time, and teveml feals al[o {ported in 
the water. In the afternoon about thirty gram-
pulfes were feen playing about us, chiefly fwim-
ming in couples. Anoth~:r calm [ucceed~d 

agaIn 
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1774. again the next day, though we had an eafterly 
DECEMB. wind during a part of the preceding afternoon. 
~ It was very amuling to us, to meet with mild 

ue . 20. weather in the neighbourhood of that tempeftu
ous cape, of which the name alone has affright
ed the mariners, ever fince lord Anfon's voyage. 
The deftruction of vulgar prejudices is of fo 
much fervice to fcience, and to mankind in ge
neral, that it cannot fail of giving pleafure, to 
everyone fenlible of its benefits. We had this 
day the thermometer at 48'1 which, confideting 
the neighbourhood of the huge heaps of fnow 
on £hore, was very moderate. This part of 
the world has been called the Coaft of Defolati
on by the navigators who firil: vilited it, and 
feems fully to deferve the appellation. Here 
we difcerned nothing but vail: mountains, of 
which the fpiry fummits were every where co
vered with eternal fnow. Along the fea, the 
neareft rocks were clear of fnow, but black, and 
deftitute of graffes or fbrubbery. Some inlets 
appeared in different parts, where a few iflands 
feemed to have a covering of green. We frood 
in to one of there in the evening, having then 
obtained an eafterly breeze. A huge perpendi
cular wall of rock formed its wefl:ern entrance, 
and captain Cook called it the York Minfter, 
hav.ing difcovered a ftrong refemblance between 
that Gothic building, and this dreary chaotic 
rock. It lies in 55 0 30~ S. and 70· 28' W. 
Along the coaft we found regular foundings, 
but in the mouth of tbe inlet, we could not 

. reach the bottom with one hundred and fifty 
fathom of line. This circumftance had already 
happened to us before at Dulky Bay (fee vol. 
1.); but as we faw a very fpacious found be
fore us, we ventured to ftand on, amidft dif
f(;rent rude iilands, 00. which the fummirs of 

. hills 
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hills were fometimes capt with fi10W. A boat 1/74. 
was hoifted out, in which my father accom- DeCEMJ:l. 

panied [orne of the lieutenants, who endeavour- '--v---J 
ed to ihoot birds, but brought only one on 
board. After being much retarded by calms, 
we arrived about nine o'clock in a finaU cove, 
indifferently fheltered either from wind or fea, 
but a welcome place of refuge on aCCOlln t of the 
approach of night. Here, then we dropped the 
anchor, which bad been aweigh only forty-one 
days, during whkh we had croffcd the South 
Sea in its .full extent, from New Zeeland to 
Cape Defeado . 
. The next morning captain Cook, accompa- We.di1.2z.. 
Died by feveral officers, as well as my fatber, 
Dr. Sparrman, and myfelf, went in a boat in 
queft of a more convenient anchorage. \Ve 
only rowed round a fingle point of the iGand 
under which our ihip lay, and immediately 
found a fine cove ilieltered from all winds, 
and perfectly land-locked, with a little rill of wa~ 
ter,and a tbrubbery. The weather was mild 
confidering the dimate, and feveral birds were 
heard on the fhore. We found many little 
clefts, which cannot properly be called vallies, 
where a few ilirubs of different [pecies, {prung 
up in a thin layer of [wampy foil, being de~ 
fended againft the violence of fiorms, and ex-
poCed to the genial influence of reverberated (Ufl-

beams. The rock of which the whole ifhnd 
confilted, is a coarfe granite, compo[ed of feld-
[path, quartz, and black mica or· glimmer. 
This rock is in mof!: places entirely naked, 
without the fmaller.: vegetable particle; but 
wherever the rains, or melted filOWS have wa[h~ 
ed together fome little rubbifh, and other par-
ticles in decay, it is covered wi th a coaling of 
minute plants, in growth M.;:e moiEs, 'NiJ,ich 

. formll1g 
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1774. forming a kind of turf, apout an Inch or more 
DECEMB. in thicknefs, very eali]y flip away under tbe 
'-y---J foot, having no firm hold on the rock. In 

iheltered places a few other plants rhrile among 
thefe moify fpecies, and thefe at laft form a 
fufficient quantity of [oil, for the nutriment of 
ilirubs, efpecially in fuch fpots as I have men
tioned before. Among them we immediately 
found the fpecies, the bark of which captain 
V\I inter difcovered to be an excellent aromatic, 
known in the ihops by the name of Winter's 
bark, but frequently, till of late, confounded 
with a very different plant, the cane/la alba, of 
Jamaica. This Winter's bark-tree grows on 
the ihores of the ftraits of Magalhaens, and on 
the eaftern parts of Tierra del Fuego, to a ftate-
1y fize; but in this barren part we nevet faw 
it under any other form than that of a fhrub, 
about ten feet high, crooked and !hapdefs. 
Barren as thefe rocks appeared, yet almoft every 
plam which we gathered on them was new to 
us, and fame fpecies were remarkable for the 
beauty of their flowers, or their fmell. A new 
fpecies of geefe, a fort of fhags, the blacle cyf
ter-catchers, or fea- pies, and feveral other birds 
dwelt along the fhores, which were lined with 
immenfe floating beds of rockweeds. At our 
return, all our people began to remove the fhip 
into her new fituation, where fhe was moored 
in the afternoon. A few fmall fifb, of a new 
{pecies of ccd, were caught among the weeds; 
but in general every attempt to fupply the table 
by filbing proved un[uccefsful. 

Early the next morning, captain Cook fet 
out to take bearings in the found, and we took 
that opportur;ity of exami:Jing its natural pro
duttions. Tbe found is very Ipacious, and fur
rounded to the north and eaft by feveral ranges 

of 
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of high mountains, which [eem covered with '774' 
permanent [now and ice. In the bay itfelf are DECEMIl • 

. feveral iflands of confiderable elevation, thol1O"h '---v--.J 
not equal to the height of the main land, °of 
which only the higheft have fome [now on th'(:ir 
very fummits. That under which our fhip lay 
at anchor, was free from fnow, though it [eemed 
to be at leaft two hundred yards perpendicular in 
beight. Betides thefe high iflands, we obferved 
feveral, from ten to t\venty yards high. which 
lay in the northern part of the found, and ap
peared to be almoft covered with verdure at a 
diftance. We direCted om courfe to one of 
thefe, about three miles off, of which the moffes 
and ibrubs, upon nearer examination, feemcd 
to bave been burnt in feveral places. The rock 
was here a kind of yellowiib flate, which lay in 
horizontal ftrata, covered with a much thicker 
ftratum of foil, than we had feen on the other' 

I il1and. Among the plants which grew on it, 
we picked up fome new ones, and on its fllores 
met with a new fort of fly-catcher, which lived 
upon fhell-Bib and worms, and feemed for that 
purpofe to be fllrnifhed with a much ftronger 
bill, than the birds of that genus commonly 
have. Rowing round one end of this ifland, 
we obferved a ibrubbery, or little grove on a 
point of land, in the ibade of which ftood feveral 
empty huts. They refembled in fhape that 
which is defcribed and drawn in the Endeavour's 
voyage *, with this difference, that they were 
not covered with feals-fkins, which are perhaps 
put on occafionally, and deemed too valuable 
to be left behind. They were only fkeletons 
of huts, confi,fting of boughs of trees, which 
for the greateft part had frefh green foliage on 

VOL, II. E e them; 

ff See Hawkefworth, vol. II. 
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1774. them; a fign that the na,i yes had but lately 
DECEMB. made them. On entering this found, and 
"-y--I taking notice of its dreary, defolate appearance, 

we had fuppo[ed that the natives of Tierra del 
Fuego, w:v-::r touch upon this ii1hofpitable part, 
but confile themfeI ves to the neighbourhood 
of the S::(aits of Magalhaens, and to the eaftern 
fide of Tierra del Fuego; but it [eems that hu
I'Fll1 nature 18 capable of withftanding the great
eft inclemencies of weather, and of fupporting 
iiS tXifl:e:lce alike in the burning rands of Afri
ca, and in the fwzen extremities of the globe. 
VI e landed Gn feveral other iOands, from whence 
we had a moft extenfive view acrds the found, 
which looked wild and horrid in its wintry 
drefs. This Vias however, the firft fummer 
month of thefe regions; moO: of the plants we 
faw were i1 flower, and the birds were every 

. where bringing up their young. From thence 
we may eafily form an adequate idea of the 
torpid '!tate of thefe regions, where the fun
beams cannot melt the fnow, at a feafon when 
their influence is the ftrongeft. The farther 
we advanced from the fea, the more fnow ap
peared on the mountains. In fome places we 
faw cafcades, and {treams gufhing down over 
the fnow, efpecially where. the rays of the lim 
took effect by being frequently reflected. We 
found a moft beautiful cove on this coaft, which 
formed a circular bafon, where the water was 
fmooth and tranfparent as a mirror. All the 
lower parts were fringed with trees, which we 
had no where feen fo tall in the neighbourhood, 
and many fl:reams rulhed down with great im
petuofity between their roots, making a moft 
convenient watering-place. A prodigious num
ber of fmall birds fat on every branch, and 
twittered around us in the fun-fhine. They 

were 
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were of many different fpecies, but unacquainted 1774. 
with men, hopped [0 near us, that it was im_DEcEMB. 
pJf1ible to ilioot them, efpeciaIIy as we had ~ 
now no other than coar[e thot left, and that in 
a very [mall quantity. Abundance of moffes 
ferns, and climb~rs grew up between the trees' 
and were no fmall impediment to us in walking~ 
Various flowers enlivened thde woods, and en-
creafed our colleCtion with new [pecies. Here 
then there was the appearance of fummer; 
but if we looked up to the monftrous cloud-capt 
mountains which formed almoft perpendicular 
walls on all fides of the harbour, and beheld 
them covered with fnow and ice, which had 
fometimes a blue, and fometimes a yellowi/h 
tinge, we thought ourfelves tranfported to the 
Glaciers of Switzerland, where the [earoos feem 
likewife to be loft, and confounded in each 
other. The height of thefe mountains was 
very conGderable, though not equal to the Alps, 
and their [ummits were divided into many 
fharp and craggy points, between which the 
interval was filled with fnow. We lal1ded here, 
and walked along the /hore to another port, 
formed by a number of low iflands, which en-
tirely Iheltered it from all winds. Here we met 
with feveral fpecies of wild ducks, and particu-
larly one of the Gze of a goofe, which ran 
along the furface of the fea with amazing ve-
locity, beating the water with its wings and 
feet. 

-- fugit ilIa per undas 
Ocyor et jaculo, et ventos a:quante fagitt~. V I RGIL. 

Indeed its motion was fo·quick, that we faw 
it was in vain to attempt to ilioot at it; a more 
favourable opportunity was therefore eagerly 
wilbed for. In the fequel we readily obtained 

E e 2 feveral 
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1774. feveral fpecimens of this curious bird, which re

DEcEMB·[embled a duck, except in,the' flze, and in the 
"--v-i extreme {hortnefs of its wings. It had a grey 

plumage, wi th a few wlli te quill feathers; a yel
low bill and feet, and two large, naked, callous 
knobs of the fame colour, upon the joint of 
each wing, at the alula. Our failors called it a 
race-horfe, from its vafl: fwifmefs; but in the 
Falkland Ii1ands, the Englifh have given it the 
name of loggerhead duck '". Befides this fpe
cies, we found numbers of the great gull or fkua, 
which bad their nefts among (ome dry grafs on 
one of the illands. ' 'vVe were fortunate enough 
to meet with an ii1and entirely covered with the 
fhrubs of a fpecies of arbutus, loaded with red 
fruit, of the fize of [mall cherries, which were 
very well tafted, and combined an agreeable 
tannefs with a fweet and a bitter flavour. The 
rocks of the fame i11and, at the water's edge, 

. ~ were covered with large mufcle-fhells, of which 
we found the fifh more delicious than oyfters. 
On "thefe two articles, with the help of a few 
bifcuits, and a little piece of falt-beef, we dined 
luxurioui1y, amidf\: the dreary rocks of a coun
try, . which at firft fight did not feem likely to 
furl1lfh fuch an entertainment. To add to our 
good fortune, we met with [everal ii1ands in 
our return, covered with excellent celery, which, 
though much [maller than that of New Zeeland, 
was much higher flavoured, its juices being pro
bab~y more cG:lcentrated. 'Ve loaded our boat 
with it, and returned late on board, after being 
overtaken by 1-:"e,;}l· fmart fhowers. On our 
re~urn, we found that the neighbourhood of the 
fhlp was very [enfibly warmer than the northern 

parts 

.. See the Philofophical TranfaCtions, vol. LXVI. part. I. 
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parts of the found, where the air was refrigerated 1774· 
by the abundance of fnow on the mountains. DECEMB. 

One of the lieutenants returned the fame even- '-y"--J 

ing from an excurfion to the north-weil:'vVard, 
whither he had been fent by captain Cook to take 
the bearings of the land. 

The next day was fo fine and mild, thatFridaYZ3' 
feveral gentlemen walked acrofs the ifland under 
which the fbip lay at anchor, and iliot many 
little birds in their excnrfion. Mr. Hodges 
took a draught of the whole found from the 
height, which has a moil: piuurefque appearance 
in that point of view. We met with a moil: 
beautiful fpecies of hawk,on Tierra del FL1ego. 
about the fize of the falcon-gentil, brown, with 
a black creft, and the neck and fboulders barred 
with a grey and chocolate colour. 

We accompanied the captain this morning on 
an excurfion round the ifiand under which tbe 
fhip lay at anchor, whilft he fent lieutenant 
Pickerfgill to explore another part of the bay. 
The ,trouble of this day we thought well re
warded by a great number of fbags which we 
Ibnt among the rocks, where they had built their 
nefts by tboufands. The power of inftinu had 
commonly impelled them to choofe for this pur
pofe fuch places where the rocks project over the 
rea, or where at Ie aft they rife perpendicular; 
tha,t in cafe their young fbould happen to fall 
out, tbey might take no hurt by dropping only 
in the water. The fiate of which the tock con
fifted in this part was not very hard; but it is 
neverthelefs very furprifing that thefe birds have 
found means to make holes in it, or even to en
large its natural cavities fo much, as to make 
room for their offspring in them. Thefe fbags 
always returned to their nefts immediately after 

we 
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I 77,t. we had fired, and flew fa heavily, that we found 
DEC~MB'not much difficulty to (hoot them on the wing. 
'--v--JThe French at the Falkland Ifles have called 

thefe birds nigauds, or ninnies, on account of 
their feeming ftupidity, which could hardly be 
taught to {bun deihudion'. Befides thefe, we 
alfo brought on board three gee/e which we had 
iliot on this excurfion, and which were very 
remarkable, on account of the difference of co
lour between tbe male and female. The gander 
was fomewhat lefsthan a common tame goofe, 
ai1d perfeCtly white, except the feet, which were 
yellow, and the bill, which was black. The 
goofe, on the contrary, was black, with white 
tranfverfe bars, a grey head, (ome green, and 
fame white quill-feathers. It {bould feem that 
nature hath very wifely ordered this diCparity; 
for the female being obliged to lead the young 
brood, its graver colour does not fa eafily diCco
ver them to falcons and other birds of prey. I 
would only hint this as a fuppoGtion which re
quires farther confirmation; perhaps our under
ftanding is much too (hort-tighted to a11ign, on 
[uch flight grounds, the true ways of Divine 
Providence in the wonderful works of the crea
tion. 

After we had returned on board, lieutenant 
PickerCgill arrived, who had met with a cove on 
the eaftern (hore of the found, where a prodi
gious number of gee[e had taken up their reG
dence. Captain Cook being defirous to procure 
[orne kind of refrefhment for his people, and to 
·enable them to fpend their Chriftmas-day with 
che~!J2l.ne[s, proceeded towards that place the 
~ext morning, and rent Mr. Picker[gill thithe.r 
III another boat by a different route. My father, 

Dr. 

• See Don Pernetty's Voyage to the Malouines. 
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Dr. Sparrman, myCelf, and one midfhipman, 1174· 
accompanied the captain in the pinnace. We DECEMB. 

ftood out to Cea, along an ifland to the eaft of'--"v--' 
the ihip, which lay between us and the Goofe 
Cove. It happened very fortunately that we 
took this courfe, without which we tbould pro-
bably have made a very unfuccefsful excurfion. 
But along the whole fouthern extremity of the 
ifland, extending at leaft four or five miles, we 
faw prodigious numbers of geeCe, which fuffered 
us to come clofe to them. V{e perceived that 
they were, for the greateft part, young birds of 
the laft year's brood, which moulted their fea-
thers in this place, and having loft their quill-
feathers, could not fly to any great diftance. If 
we had been apprifed of this circum!l:ance at 
firft, we might have taken greater fpoils than 
we did; however, after toiling till [unfet, we 
had collected no lefs than fixty-three geefe, which 
enabled us to gi ve a frefh meal to every man on 
board. The fport of the day was extremely en
tertaining, for though the objet'\: of our million 
was variety, yet our principles were not yet fuffi-
ciently fanCtified, to refuCe a good meal when it 
was offered 'If. We found many deep caverns in 

. the rock, which vaulted fometimes thirty yards 
over OUT heads; and the [well being rather mo
derate. we could often enter into thefe dark 
places with rhe boat, and\ were always amply 
rewarded for our trouble by meeting with a 
number of birds. Several of thefe caverns were 
forty or fifty yards in length, and the rocky 
walls, about their entrance, were commonly the 
abode of {hags, to which we paid no attention 
at preCent. The flate of which many of thefe 
rocks confift had likewife huge chafms and cre-

VIces, 

.. See Hawke(worth, vol. III. 



A v 0 Y AGE 
17i4. vices, which commonly proved fatal to the gee(l", 

DECY.MB. as they could feldom fly over, but fell between 
~ them, and were taken up alive by our railors, 

to whom this employment was an inexhauftible 
fund of diverfion. It was late in the evening 
when we arrived on board, where we found 
lieutenant Pickerfgill, who had difcovered a 
{mall iDand in his way, almofr entirely covered 
with the eggs of fea fwallows or terns. He 
brought away about three hundred of them, 
which were in general very fit to be eaten. 

During our abfence fome of the natives, in 
four fmall canoes, had vifited the (hip; tbey were 
defCribed to us as wretched and poor, but inof
fen five, and ready to part with their fpears, feal
fkins, and the like. We now regretted that 
we had loft the opportunity of feeing them, but 
fortunately they returned the neAt morning, 
though the weather was rainy. The four ca
noes in which they came were made of the bark 
of trees, which conld hardly have grown in tbis 
found, on account of their fize. Several fmall 
t1:icks are the ribs which difrend this bark, and 
another ftick forms the gun wale, over which 
they have wrapped the extremity of the bark, 
and fewed it 0,11. A few frones, with a fmall 
quantity of earth, are laid in the bottom of each 
canoe, and on this the natives- keep a conftant 
fire. Their paddles are fmall, and rudely form
ed, and they work very £lowly with them. Each 
canoe contained· from five to eight perfons, in
cluding children, who, contrary to the cuftom 
of all the nations in the South Sea, were very 
filent in their approach to the (hip, and when 
along-fide, hardly pronounced any other word 
than peJferay. Thofe whom M. de Bougainville 
fa'vv in the Strait of Magelhaens, not far from 

hence, 
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hence, ufed the fame word, from whence he I 77 4-. 
gave them the general name of Pecherais. We DECEMB. 

beckoned to them to come into the (hip, and ~ 
fome accepted the invitation, though without 
the leail fign of being pleafed, and feemingly 
without the fmalleft degree of curiofity. Their 
perfons were (hort, not exceeding five feet fix 
inches at moft, their heads large, the face broad, 
the cheek-bones very prominent, and the nofe 
very fb.t. They had little brown eyes, without 
life; their hair was black. and lank, hanging 
about their heads in diforder, and befmeared 
with train-oil. On the chin they had a few ftrag-
gling iliort hairs inftead of a beard, and from 
their nofe there was a conftant difcharge of mucus 
into their ugly open mouth. The whole aifem~ 
blage of their featur(;s formed the moft loathfome 
picture of mifery and wretchednefs to which 
human nature can poflibly be reduced. The 
{boulders and cheft were broad and bony, but 
the reft. of the 'figure was fo thin and ihri-
veiled, that to have feen it feparate, we could 
not have fuppofed it belonged to the fame per-
fan. Their legs were lean and bowed, and their 
knees difproportionately large. They had no 
other c10athing than a fmail. piece of old feal-
fkin, which hung from their ilioulders to the 
middle of the back, being faf!:ened round the 
neck wilh a ftring. The reft of their body was 
perfectly naked, not the leaf!: regard being paid 
to what Europeans wOl1ld term decency. Their 
natural colour appeared to be an olive-brown, 
with a kind of glo[s, whcih has really [orne re
fernblance to that of copper; bilt many of 
them had difguiied themfeIves witl? {heaks. of 
red paint, and fometimes, though kldom, wilh 
white; from whence it fhould feem evident, 

that 
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1774· that the ideas of ornament are of a more anci
DECEMB. ent date with mankind, than thofe of (barne 
'-v--J and modefty. The women were near Iy formed 

as the men, though fomewhat lefs in ftature; 
their features were not lefs uncouth and ugly, 
and their drers exactly the fame. They had 
oilly added a [mall piece of feal-fkin, not (;) 
Luge as the palm of the hand, which hung down 
betore, fixed to a ftring, which was tied about 
the waitl:. Round thc;'ir necks they wore lea
ther ftrings, on which they had hung a number 
of {hells; and on their heads they had a kind of 
bonnet, conGfting of a few white quill feathers 
of geefe, which they occaGonally placed upright 
on the head, by that means giving them a fe
femblance to the French head-dreffes of the laft 
century iIf. There was but a Gngle perfon among 
them, who had a fmall piece of a guanaco's 
fkin fewed on his feal-ikin to lengthen it. The 
children were perfeCtly naked, and, like their 
mothers, huddled about the fire in each canoe, 
fuivering continually with cold, and rarely utter
ing any other word than pajJeray, which foine
times founded like a word of endearment, and 
fometimes feemed to be the exprelllon of com
plaint. Tho[e of the men who had come on 
deck, fpoke a few other words, which contained 
many confonants and gutturals, particularly the 
II of the vVelch; and all feemed to lifp very 
ftrongly, which contributed to make them wholly 
unintelligible. They accepted trifles, fuch as 
beads, without [eeming to value them, but at 
the fame time they alia gave away their own 
arms, or even their ragged (eal-fkins, without 
the leaft concern; their whole charaCter being 
the ftrangeft compound of ftupidity, indiffer-

ence, 

,.. Fontanges. 
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ence, and inaCtivity. They had no other arms T 774. 
than bows and arrows; the former were made D"ce',lB. 
of a kind of berberry wood, very fmall and ill- '---v--J 

1haped; and the latter of a different wood, be-
tween two and th"'ce feet long, feathered at one 
end, and not pointed. The points are put on 
occafionally, and they carried them in little feal-
fkin fatchels,' and parted only with a fingle one, 
which was a wretched irregular triangle of bJack 
flate. B::fides thefe they have filbgigs, of which 
the ftaffs are about ten feet long, of equal thick-
nefs, but angular inftead of being round, and 
provided at one end with a fharp bone about a 
foot long, which has a fingle barb on one fide, 
and is occafionally tied on. Thefe inftruments 
they employ to take /hells from the rocks, ac. 
cording to the accounts of former voyagers "'. 
All thofe geftures, which the moft wretched na-
tion in the South Sea had eafily underftood, were 
made to them in vain; they feemed not to have 
the moft diftant idea of teaching us their lan-
guage, and having probably no eager det1re of 
poifeiling any thing which they faw amongtt us, 
they were not folicitous to make themfelves in
telligible. All thofe who had made the voyage 
in the Endeavour agreed, that the people whom 
they had feen at Succefs Bay, lived much more 
comfortably and happily than thefe wretched 
outcaftst; and upon comparing my accou~t 
with the publifhed narrative of that voyage, It 

will eafily appear, that the Pecherais of Succefs 
Bay were confiderably more civilized (if I may 
make ufe of this term) than thofe who fell un-
der our obfervation. Their ftature was taller; 
they had contrived buikins, which fecured their 

feet; 

/If See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. 63. 
t Ibid. p. 6, . 
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1774. feet; they appeared to be fenfible of the exceI
DEcEMB·lence of feveral Europ::an goods, and to fet a 
~valL1e upon them; laf!::ly, they w~re more com· 

municative, and had ideas of ceremony or civi
lity; whereas thofe we 'faw, at the fame time that 
they felt the inclemency of the weather, were 
yet too f!:upid, too indolent, or too wretchedly 
def!:itute of means to guard againft it. They 
feemed totally infenfible of the fuperiority of our 
fituation, and did not once, with a fingle gef1:ure, 
exprefs their admiration of the (bip, and its ma
ny great and remarkable objects. I cannot figure 
to myfe1f a more unhappy human being, than 
one who feems to be fo far deprived of rcafon, 
as not to defend himfelfagainf!:: the injuries of 
weather, whilf1: he feverely feels its effects; and 
who is incapable of combining ideas, and com
paring his own neceffitous fituation with tbat of 
others more happy than himfelf. If ever the 
pre-eminence of a civilized life over that of the 
favage could have been reafonably difputed, we 
might, from the bare contemplation of thefe 
miferable peopl.::, draw the mof!:: ihiking con
clufions in favour of our fuperior happinefs. 
Till it can be proved, that a man in continual 
pain, from the rigour of climate, is happy, I 
1ball not give credit to the eloquence of philo· 
fophers, who have either had no opportunity of 
contemplating human nature under all its modi· 
fications, or who have not felt what they have 
feen *. It were to be wi(bed, that the confci-

au fn ell; 

iff The .ill-nature~ fyfiem of philofophy which thefe men 
f~pport, IS only copIed from Seneca, who made light of the 
dlftreffes of others, being himfelf in affluence The fol
lowing pa:rdge is very applicable to the poor Pecherais, and 
the reftethon at the end is one of thofe I allude to. P.r. 
letlla illQS hiems, trifle ceellim premit ;-imbrem clilmo nllt 

jnnJc 
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oufneC" of thofe great advantages which Heaven 1774· 
bath bdl:owed on llS, in preference to [0 manyDeCE11B. 
of our rational fellow-creatures, might tend to '--v-"-J 

the general reformation of morals amongft . us; 
inf!:ead of which, our civilized communities are 
i1:ained with vices and enormities, unknown to 
the wretch, who, compared with ourfelves, is 
next to a brute, being dei1:itute of that hlperior 
knowledge, of which, to our !bame., be it fpoken, 
we do not always make the b::ft ufes. 

Thefe wretched natives of a moil: dreary 
country, fed on pieces of feal's-flefb, which be
ing very putrid, were become highly offenfive. 
They relifued tbe fat oily part, whIch We would 
rejeCt at all times, and offered fome of it to our 
failors. It fhould feem that they prefer this vile 
blubber by inftinC1:, as all nations in high lati
tudes are fond of it, and are [aid, in fome mea
fure to {eafon their bodies againft the cold by 
this diet. The natural confequence of it was 
an infupportable rank french, which exhaled 
from their whole body, and which their flefh, 
their dre(fes, arms, ornaments, and utenfils 
{eemed to have thoroughly imbibed. This odour 
was fo completely naufeous, that we could not 
continue long in their company, and with our 
eyes fuut, could {mell them at a confiderable 
diftance. It almoft furpa(fes belief, but is ne
verthelefs an undeniable faC1:, tbat our boldeft 
and rougheft failors were fo totally overcome by 
this horrid exhalation, that they did not offer to 

contract 

/rondt defel1dunt; nulla ilIis domicilia, nulltC fedes fun!, 
niJi qu,u lajfitudo in diem pofuit.-In alimentis feras CflP
lant,-'Vilis, Cj' hie qutCrendus manu 'ViClus.-l.Ii]zjeri tibi 
'Videntur ?-Nihil miferum eft quod in naturam confuetuc/~ 
perduxit.-HQc quod tib; cala.mitas 'Videtur, tot gentium 
'Vita eJl.-Seneca de Providentiii. See alfo Hawkefworth. 
vol. II. p. 65. 
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177~' contraCt any intimate acquaintance with the wo
Dl'.C F. M ,j. men. Our p::ople offered them faIt provifions, 
~ and~rotten bifcllit, but they fet no manner of 

value on tillS food, and could hardly be per
fuaded to tail:e of it. Did their inil:inCt: perhaps 
"teach them that it was more unwholefome than 
their own rotten feal's-flelb ?-We did not ob
ferve any kind of fubordination among tbefe 
people, whofe mode of life approaches nearer 
to that of brutes, than that of any olher nation. 
It is indeed very probable, that they are the 
miferable ollt-cafts of {()me neighbouring tribe, 

. which enjoys a more comfortable life; and that 
being reduced to live in this dreary inhofpitable 
part of Tierra del Fuego, they have gradually 
loft every idea, but thofe which their moil: ur-
g~nt wants give rife. to. They ramble perhaps 
in queil: of food, from one inlet or bay into an· 
other, as we have reafon to fuppofe this found 
communicates with others, and take up their 
winter refidence in the leaft uncomfortable fpot 
of this horrid country. I am indeed of opinion 
that the rigour of the winter, is not proportion
ate to the cold during fummer, particularly as 
the thermo metrical obfervations made in the 
Falkland Ii1ands, (fee vol. I.) which are not far 
from Tierra del Fuego, and nearly in the fame 
latitude, fhongly confirm this fuppofition. But 
allowing the winters to be as mild as poffible, 
ftill however they mllil: prove dreadfully diftreif
ing to thefe poor deftitute wretches, who have 
not fagacity eno~]gh to guard againil: them. We 
ar~ told by the Dutch navigators, efpeciallyad
miral Jacques ]'Hermite, who conduCted the 
Na~au fleet into the South Sea in'16Z4, that the 
natives on the fouthern extremity of Tierra del 
Fuego are canibals, ~nd kill each othe~ in order 

to 
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to regale themfelves lI<. If there be any likelihood 1774. 
that want of food has ever fllggefted this horrid DE CEMB. 

pra,crice, I iliould admi t that it was pofEble, '--v""---J 

among a fmall number of unhappy individuals, 
driven from more convenient feats to thefe bar-
ren extremities of the world; and in that cafe it 
mull: likewifc be allowed, that fuch a tribe can .. 
nor long continue in being. 

The poor Pecherais embarked in their canoes 
again about noon, and f10wly and filently pad
dled away, in the fame manner as they came. 
Our failors well pleafed to fee their fbi p fafe at Mond. 26. 
al'lehor, had already begu:1 their holiday the 
evening before, and cominued to carouze dur-
ing two days witham intermii1ion, till captain 
Cook ordered the greateft part of them to be 
packed into a boat, and put alhore, to recover 
from their drunkennefs in the frelh air. 

On the 27th in the morning, fame of the Tuef. 27. 
people ~eing tolerably faber, captain Cook man-
ned a boat, and went with my father, and Dr. 
Sparrman, to the fame i!1and where we had been 
fo fuccefsfl1l on the 24th. He brought on board 
in the evening fame geefe and other fowls, which 
were roafted, and preferved as a kind of fea-
frock. In his abfence the natives came on board 
again, but made a very iliort ftay, as nobody 
took any notice of them on account of their in
fufferable ftench. The word pr:fferay which they 
repeated from time to time, was pronounced in 
[uch a piteous tone, that we fometimes believed 
the natives were begging; but upon looking at 
them, we difcovered no change of countenance; 
nothing but that vacant ftate which is the charac-
terifric of the moft con[ummate ftupidity. 

'I> Having 

.. See Recueil des VoyaO'es qui ont fervi :i l'Etablilfe
ment de la Compagnie de~ lndes Orientales. Amilerd. 
1705, vol. IV. P.70;;'. 



A v 0 Y AGE 

! 774· Having completed our provifion of wood and 
DECE.MB. water, and brought the tents on board, which 
~had been er~Cted on Jl10re" we failed the 28th 

in the mornmg, at eIght 0 clock, on our way 
towards Cape Horn. The refrefhments which 
we had obtained in this found, which was named 
Chriftmas Sound, and its convenient fituation 
for (hips coming into, or going alIt of the South 
Sea, make it a very fit place of reCort. It con
tains many excellent harbours, and has wood 
enough for fuel, though little or none for the 
carpenter's nle; its water is very pure, and well
tafted, and the air though keen, is yet very falu
briol1s. vVhiJrc we lay in this found, one of 
the marines was unfortunately drowned. He 
was not miffed till two days after, when an en
quiry being made, it was difcovered, that being 
much intoxicated he had gone down into the 
head, where he had probably flipped overboard. 
It was the fame perf on who had before efcaped 
drowning off' the We of Irromanga, and who 
afterwards fhot a native of Tanna. This was 
the fourth and 1aft man we loft in the courfe of 
our whole voyage. 

Thur[ ~9· In the afternoon we paffed the ifland of St. 
lldefon[o, probably fo called by Spanilb navi
gators; after which we freered to the eaftward 
whilft it. was light, and tacked till the day broke. 
At. fix. m the morning we paffed Cape Horn, 
whl.ch IS a large black rock, at the extremity of 
an lfland, lying before the Naffau inlet, difco
vered. by Jacques I'Hermite *. This famov.s cape 
has hItherto been ill placed in the charts, but the 
two voyages of captain Cook round j:, have fixed 
itsfituation exactly at 55° 5 j 'S. and67°46'W. 

After 

$ Se= Recueil des Voyages qui ont Cervi a l'Eltabli1fc· 
meat, &c. vol. IV. p. 696, 
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After taking our leave of the South Sea, we 1774. 
fteered for LeMaire's Strait, between Tierra DecEi;fIi. 

del Fuego, and Staten Wand. Towards even- '-v--J 
ing, we came near enough to obferve, that this 
fide of Tierra del Fuego had a much milder af-
pee\:, than that about Chriftmas Sound. Here 
the land floped from the hills into long level 
points, covered with tall forefts; and no fnow 
was to be feen, except on the diftant weftern 
mountains. We entered the ftrait the next 
morning, but were becalmed in it almoft the 

. whole day. Succefs Bay lay open to our eyes, 
and the country about it looked fo rich and fer
tile, that we heartily wiihed to make fome ftay 
there. ~ 

About two o'clock in the afternoon, whilft 
we were at dinner, captain Cook difpatched a 
boat to the ihore, in order to examine whether 
the Adventure had touched there, and to leave 
fome account of our paffing the ftrait. The ihip 
in the mean while ftood on with faint breezes to
wards the fide of Tierra del Fuego, in order to 
take up the boat on its t.eturn. A number of 
large whales, not lees than thirty, and fome 
hundreds of feals, played in the water about us. 
The whales went chiefly in couples, from whence 
we fuppoied this to be the feafon when the fexes 
meet. Whenever they fpouted up the water, 
or, as the failors term it, were feen blowing to 
windward, the whole ihip was infeCted wirh a 
molt deteftable, ~rank, and poifonous ftenc~, 
which went off in the [pace of two or three ml
flutes. Sometimes thefe huge animals lay on 
their backs, and with th~ir long peCto!'al fins 
beat the furface of the fea which always caufed 
a great noiCe, equal to the ;xplofion of.a [wivel. 
Thi~ kind of play has doubtlefs given nfe to the 
manner's ftory of a fight between the tbrallier 

VOL. II. F f and 
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1774. and whale, of which the fonner is faid to leap out 

DECUI1B' of the water,in order to fall heavily on the latter. 
'--¥---' Here we had an opportunity of obferving the 

fame exercife many times repeated, and difcern
ed that all the belly and under fide of the fins 
and tail are of a white colour, whereas the refl: is 
black. As we happened to beonly fixtyyardsfrom 
one of thefe animals, we perceived a number of 
longitudinal furrows, or wriukles, on its belly, 
from whence we concluded it was the fpecies by 
Linn::eus named ba/tena boops. Beudes flapping 
their fins in the water, thde unwieldy animals, 
of forty feet in length, and not lefs than ten 
feet in diameter, fometimes fairly leaped into the 
air, and dropped down again with a heavy fal~ 
which made the water foam all round them. The 
prodigious quantity of power required to raife 
fuch a vaft creature out of the water is afl:onifh
ing; and their peculiar reconomy cannot but 
give room to many refleCtions. 

The boat which the captaio had fent to Suc
cers Bay returned about fix o'clock in the even
ing. The lieutenant acquainted us that his boat 
had been followed into the bay by many feals, 
and [orne whales, upon one of which the boat 
narrowly efcaped {hiking. He had not found 
the leaft fign at the watering-place of any Euro
pean. iliip .having la.tely paffed this way; but ~n 
landlDg, ieveral natIves met him well dreffed 10 

g,-:anacoe-ikins, and large cloaks of real.ikins, 
wIth a much more chearful and happy counte
nance, than the poor tribe whom we had left at 
C~riftmas SO,t.ll1d. They had bracelets of reed, 
wIth fiI~er-wlre wrapped about it, to which they 
often, pOlDted, pronounCing the word pajJeray, and 
[eemIng to fet no value on any thing our people 
ha? to offer. It was concluded that they had re
celVed thefe ornaments from the Spaniards, either 

by 
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by means of !hips which had touched at this bay, 1774· 
or indirectly through the hands of other tribes to DE CEMB. 

the north of the thai t of Magelhaens. After '--v---I 
fraying on !hore two or three minutes, our peo-
ple re-embarked, and came on board. We con-
tinued our courfe through the Strait of Le Maire, 
and the next morning ran along the !hore ot 
Staten Land, which was wrapped in thick fogs. 
Later in the day the fog cleared a little :J.way, 
and gave us a view of the land, which con lifted 
of mountains, to the full as craggy and barren 
as .. thofe of the weft coaft of Tierra del Fuego, 
though not fo high, and therefore leis covered 
with fnow. Several iflands, about thirty yards 
perpendicular in height, layoff this coaft, and 
feemed entirely covered with grafs at the top. 
Great numbers of feals were feen about them; 
and as captain Cook was in want of oil, he 
thought he !hould have the beft opportunity of 
providing himfelf with this article, by coming 
to an anchor fomewhere in the neighbourhood. 
Thefe iflands were feen by father Feuillee, who 
has given a map of them in his Voyage to Peru, 
which we found to be very erroneous. After 
turning round them, we perceived a fnug har-
bour on Staten Land, but captain Cook did not 
choofe to put in there, becaufe he was of opinion 
he might be detained in it by contrary winds. 
He therefore preferred anchoring under the lee 
of one of the low iflands; and as the 3 I ft of 
December ended at n.oon, according to the nau-
tical reckoning, he gave thefe iflands the name 
of New Year's Hlands, and the harbour on Staten 
Land, that of New Year's Harbour. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. VI. 

Stay at the New rear's ljlands.-Dijco'very of 
lands to the Jouthward.-Retunz to the Cape 
of Good Hope. 

nI774'O U R boats were hoifted ont immediately 
ECEMB. c.' d . L. h 

'--v--l alter dlOner, an we went 10 tuem to t e 
Satur.31. iDand, which was above a mile off. The rocks 

along {hore were covered with a multitude 
of feall>, amongft which the largeft had a long 
ihaggy mane, and therefore deferved to be call
ed fea-lions with much greater propriety, than 
thofe fmooth animals to which lord Anron gave 
that name at Juan Fernandez. Indeed many 
fo~mer navigators have alfo given them that 
name, though their writings are little read at 
prefent.... We put into a little cove under Ibel
ter of a few rocks, and fired at fome of thefe 
fierce animals, moft of which immediately threw 
themfelves into the water. Some of the moil: 

unwieldy, 

... Francis Pretty, in Huckluyt, III.. fpeaks of our fea
lions, p. 805. "Thefe feales are of a wonderful great 
bignejfe, huge and monftrous of /hape, and for the fore
part of their bodies cannot be compared to any thing better 
than to a lion; their head and necke, and foreparts of 
their bodies are full of rough haire." ~ir Richard' Haw
kins fays fomething to the fame purpofe, and adds, that 
they have whiikers, of which one may make tooth-pick;s.
See Des Brojfes Nav. aux Terres Authales, vol. 1. p. 224. 
Sir John Narborough likewife takes notice of their {hiking 
refemblance to lions; and Labbe, in the Lettres des Mif
fionnaires, tom. XV. adds, that the fea-lion only differs 
from the fea-bear by the long hair about his neck j an ob
fervation which is fl:rictly tlue.-See des Brojfes Nav. aux 
Terres Auftrales, vol. II. p. 434. 
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unwieldy, however, kept their ground, and '774. 
were killed by our buIlets. Several iliowersDECEMB. 
interrupted our fport for fame time but the '-v--J 
weather clearing up afterwards, we ktUed with 
clubs a great number of the fatteft fea-lions 
which our crew carried on board, in order t~ 
boil their blubber into train oil. The old males 
were in general very fat, and meafured from 
ten to twelve feet in length; the females were 
more flender, and from fix to eight feet long. 
The weight of the largeft male amounts to 
f 200 or 1500 lb. for one of a middle fize weigh-
ed 550 lb. after the ikin, entrails, and blubber 
were taken of[ The head of the male has 
really fome refemblance to a lion's head, and 
the colour is likewife very nearly the fame, be-
ing only a darker hue of tawny. The long 
1b.aggy hair on the neck and throat of the male, 
beginning at the back of the head, bears a 
ftrong refemblance to a mane, and is hard and 
coarfe to the touch; all the reft of the body is 
covered with iliort hairs, which lie very dofe 
to the ikin, and form a fmooth gloffy coat. 
The lionefs is' perfectly fmooth all over the 
body; but both [exes are formed alike with re-
gard to the feet, or ralher fins. Thofe fins 
which originate near the breaft are large flat 
pieces of a black coriaceous membrane, which 
have only fame fmall indiftinCt veftiges of nails 
on their middle. The hinder fins are rather 
more like feet, being black me~branes divided 
into five long toes, with a thin thong, or mem-
brane, projeCting far beyond the nails, which 
are very fmall. With thefe nails however we 
have feen them fcratch all parts of their body. 
The tail is exceffively iliort, and hid between 
the hind feet or fins, which grow clofe toge-
ther. The whole hind quar ters are very round, 

. being_ 
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1774' b<:ing covered ,:vith an amazi~g quantity. of ~ac. 
DEcEM3·The noife whlcb all the animals of tillS kll1d 
'--v--' make together was variolls, and f(-)metimes 

-fhmned our ears. The old males frlOrt and 
roar like mad bulls or lions; the females bleat 
exaEtly like calves, and the young cubs like 
lambs. Of the young we faw great numbers 
on tbe beaches; and one of the females being 
kn')cked down with a club, littered in the fame 
inftant. The fea-lions live together in nume
rous herds. The oldeft and fatteft males' lie 
apart, each having chofen a large frone, which 
none of the reft dares approach without engag
ing in a furious battle. We have often feen 
them feize each other with a degree of rage 
which is not to be defcribed; and many of them 
bad deep gallies on their backs, which they had 
received in the wars. The younger aCtive fea
lions, with all the females and the cubs, lie 
together. They commonly waited tbe ap
proach of our people; but as foon as fame of 
the herd were killed, they took flight with great 
precipi tation, fame females carrying off a cub 
m their mmdls, whilfr many were fo terrified 
as to leave them behind. When left to them
{elves, they were -~ften feen careffing each 
other in the moil: tender manner, and their 
[nouts oft met together, "as if they were killing. 
The late profeifor Steller found thefe animals 
at Bering's Wand, near Kamtchatka, where be 
was fhipwrecked; and his defcriptions, tbe firft 
and beft ever drawn up, correfpond exattly with 
-our obfervations. M. Pernetty, in his Voyage to 
the Falkland lf1ands, has likewife mentioned 
~hem;, but ?is figure, which is very inaccurate, 
lS perteCtly m the ftyle of all his other drawings, 
;md correrponds with the truth and accuracy of 

hi$ 
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his writings *. M. de Bougainville, in his Voyage 1774. 
round the World, alfo fpeaks of them. TheyDEcEMB. 
come a(hore on thefe uninhabi ted fpots to breed; '--..r--J 
they do not, however, feed during their itay 
on (hore, which fometimes lails feveral weeks, 
but grow lean, and fwallow a confiderable quan-
tity of frones to keep their fromach diilended. 
We were furprifed to find the fromachs of many 
of thefe animals entirely empty, and of others 
filled with ten or a dozen round heavy frones, 
each of the fize of two fifrs t. 

Having made fome havock among thefe 
creatures, we walked upon the fummit of the 
if1and, which was nearly level, but covered 
with innumerable little mounds of earth, on each 
of which grew a large tuft of grafs (daDylis glo
merata). The intervals between thefe tufts' 
were very muddy and dirty, which obliged us 
to leap from one tuft to the other. We foon 
difcovered that another kind of [eals occupied 
this part of the iOand, and caufed the mud by 
coming wet out of the [ea. Thefe were no 
other than the fea-bears which we had already 
[een at Duiky Bay, but which were here infi
nitely more numerous, and grown to a much 
larger fize, equalling that afiigned to them by 
Steller. They are however far inferior to the [ea
lions, the males being never above eight or nine 
feet long, and thick in proportion. Their hair 
is dark brown, minutely fptinkled with grey, 

and 

'if -See his voyage, London edition, p. 240, and tab. 15, 
fig. 2. 

t Beauchefne Gouin, the French navigator, has made 
the fame obfervation, and adds, " there was fome appear
ance that there frones were already .begun to be digeiled ;" 
though I doubt whether this part of the fio~y will gain 
credit with his readers.-See Des Broifes Navig. aux Terres 
Auftrales, vol. II. p. 114. 



440 A VOYAGE 

1774· and much longer on the whole body than that 
~ of the fea lion, but does not form a mane. 

The general outline of the body, and the Jbape 
of the fins are exaCtly the fame. They were 
more fierce towards us, and their females com~ 
monly died in defence of their young. Great 
numbers of a fpecies of vultures, commonly 
called carrion crows by the failors ('Vultur aura), 
were [een upon this ifland, and probably feed 
all young feal-cubs, which either die in the 
birth, or which they take an opportunity to 
feize upon. Beudes them we alfo found a new 
fpecies of hawks, and feveral geefe of the fort 
which had fo well furniJbed Ollt our Chtifrmas 
entertainment. Here we likewife faw a few 
pinguins, of a fpecies which we had not met 
wi th before, fome large grey petrels of the fize 
of albatrofies, being the fame fpecies which the 
Sp~miards name que-branta-huejJos, or the bone.., 
breakers~ and fome Jbags, 

177~' The new year l;>egan with a very fair day, 
~"NduAR. though it blew ffefl1, and the air was Jbarp. A 

un ay 1. boat was difpatched to New Year's harbour, 
to found and furvey it, but as lieutenant Pick
erfgill had orders not to make any fray on {bore, 
we did not accompany him, choofing rather to 
take another turn on the new ifland with cap
tain Cook. The frrata of this ifland, confifted 
of a yellowiili cl;:ty-frone, and fOll.1etimes of a 
grey flate, both which were of different degrees 
of bardnefs, in different places. We fell in 
with many herds of fea-bears, and fealions, 
which We did not attack, as another party was 
fent out upon that errand. We obferved how
ever, that thefe two fpecies, though fometimes 
encamped on the beach, always kept at a great 
diftance afunder, and had no communication, 
with ea~h other, A. fhong rank ~ench is com-

mOll 
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mon to tim:n,--aS well as to all other feals; a '775. 
circumftance as well known to the ancients, as JAN U A R. 

their inaCtivity and drowfinefs whilfl: they lie----v---J 
on {hore. 

--4>"'x'" "'lTO~,q ---. 

'Ae~Oa., Eu8&'0",v, 'G10A,nr; ct.AOr; S~Cl.vct.~ua-a" 
nUtfOV a.'7i'09TVEU:I'O'"'" a.f...O~ 7TOAUbEvgeor; 08{h)]Y. 

Webfooted feals forfake the whitening waves, 
And Deep in herds, exhaling naufeous french. 

HOMER. 

Rowing along fuore, we fell in with a (pot 
where feveral thoufand fhags had built their 
.nefts, on thofe elevated tufts which I have men
tioned before. Here was an opportunity to 
provide the whole fhip's company with a freili 
meal, which was not neglected. The birds 
were for the great eft part fo tame, as to let 
our boat's crew come among them with clubs 
and ftaves; by which means feveral hundreds" 
of them were killed. On this day's excurfion 
we found a bird of a new genus, which was 
of the fize of a pigeon, and perfeCtly white. 
It belonged to the clafs of wading water-fowl, 
its toes were half webbed, and its eyes, as 
well as the baie of the bill, furrounded by many 
little white glands or warts. It had fuch / an 
horrid offenfive fmell, that we could not taft~ 
the flelh, thQugh at this time we were not ea
ftly difgufted. Captain Cook obferved the la
titqc!~ on the eaft end of the ifland, which was 
a barren rock wholly covered with herds of feals, 
flocks of gulls, fhags, and other animals. We 

.returned to dine on board, and then fpent the 
afternoon upon the iOand again. We (hot there 
feveral geefe, amongft which was a new fpe
cies; and were not lefs fuccefsful among a flock 
of pinguins, than we bad been among the (hags 
i» the morning. They we~e of the fize of 

. fmall 
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1773. fmall geefe, and of that fpecies which is the 
]ANUAR. common in the neighbourhood of the Straits 
'-y---J of Mao·elhaens. The Engli!h at the Falkland 

H1ands have named them jumping-jacks· They 
Deep very found 1 for Dr. Sparrman ITJet one 
of them, which he kicked feveral yards by ac
cidentally fl:umbling over it, without breaking 
its Deep, till by repeatedly !haking the bird, it 
awoke. When the whole flock was befet, 
they all became very bold at once, and ran 
violently at us, biting our legs, or any part of 
our clothes. They are exceffively hard-lived, 
for having left a great number of them, feem
ingly dead on the field of battle, and going in 
the purfuit of the reft, they all at once got up, 
and walked off with great gravity. The feals 
and fea-lions were likewire killed with great 
difficulty, but their fnout was by far the moft 
fenfible part. Dr. Sparrman, and myfelf, were 
near being attacked by one of the oldeft fea
bears, on a cliff where feveral hundreds lay af
fembled, which all feemed to wait the iffue of 
the fight. The DoCtor had difcharged his muf
ket at a bYrd, and was going to pick it up, 
when this old bear growled and fnarled, and 
feemed ready to oppofe him. As foon as I 
was near enough, I !hot the furly creature dead, 
and at that inftant the whole herd, feeing their 
champion fallen, hurried to the fea ; and many 
of them hobbled along with fuch precipitation, 
as to leap down ten or fifteen yards perpendicu
lar, upon the pointed rocks on the !hare, though 
without receiving any hurt, which may be attri
buted to their fat eafi!y giving way, and their 
hide being remarkably tough. 

The 

It See Phil. TranC vol. LXVI. part i. 
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The chace of thefe animals afforded great '775. 

fport to. our people; and the many finguJarJANUAR. 
circumitances which mnft ftrike the obferver, --v--J 

in contemplating a fpecies of animals affociated 
into numerous herds, gave us much fatisfaCtion. 
All thefe creatures were here in their proper 
climate; for the {eals and fea-lions being loaded 
with an immenfe quantity of fat, and the (haas 
and pinguins with a thick plumage, felt no i~- . 
convenience from the coolne{s of the weather. 
The captain obtained a conGderable quantity· 
of blubber, which was put into cafks, and af
terwards converted into oil; but a difagreea-
bJe putrid french i~fected the whole fhip for 
feveral days after leaving there New Year's 
HIes. In the evening our party returned from 
New Year's Halbour, on Staten Land, which 
they had found extremely Cafe and commodious. 
They brought with them {orne gulls, and five 
large ducks of the fhort-winged {ort, which our 
failors called race-borfes. Each of thefe weigh-
ed fixteen pounds, but their meat was remark-
ably fetid, and not fit to be eaten. We {pent 
the fecond of January in the fame manner as 
the firft, frill making an acqniGtion of fome 
new fpecies of birds, with which this ii1and, 
notwithitanding its fmall fize, abounded. A-
mong the reft we found a fine fort of grey cur-
lew, with a yellow neck, which was one of the 
ftatelieit birds we had ever feen. The vegeta-
ble produCtions of this {pot were confined to 
fix or eigbt fpecies, among which we raw fome 
fmall fhrubs not above three feet high, and a 
new plant; but the grafs above mentioned 
(dallylis glomerata) occupied almo~ the wh.ole 
furface of the ii1and. In the evenmg, we hOJit· 
ed in all our boats, and the next morning at Tuef. 3· 
three o'clock: we ret {ail, and doubled the N. E. 

end 
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I77s.end of Staten Land, which is named Cape St. 
]ANUA R. John by father Feuillee. A prodi.gious ihong 
'--v-- tide was obterved to run paft our fhlp every day 

whilft we lay at anchor, at the rate of four or 
five miles an hour. This is, however, fo much 
the lefs remarkabl~, as the Strai ts of Magelhaens 
and the eaftern coaft of America, in high fouth
ern latitudes, are likewife known to have ftrong 
tides. The New Year's Ii1ands, which we now 
left, are fituated in 54° 46' S. and 640 30' W. 
The largeft of them is about fix leagues, and 
that under which we lay at anchor appeared to 
be between three and four leagues in circuit. 
They are excellent places of refrefhment for a 
{hip's crew bound on expeditions like ours; for 
though the flefh of fea-lions and pinguins is 
not the moft palatable food, yet it is infinitely 
more falubrious than fait meat; and by fearch
ing the different ifiands, it is not improbable 
that a fufficient quantity of celery and fcurvy
graiS might be found to fupply the whole crew, 
e{peciaJly as we faw both the fpecies on our ex
curfions. Our feamen lived feveral days on 
young fhags and pinguins, of which they found 
the former extremely palatable, comparing 
them to young pullets. They likewife roafted 
feveral little cubs of feals, but there was a de
gree of {oftne{s in the meat which made it dif
~uftful. The fleih of young but full-grown 
fea-bears was greatly preferable, and tafted like 
~oar{e and bad beef; but that of the old {ea
lIOns and bears was fo rank and offenuve, that 
we could not touch it. 

After ranging the eaftern and {outhern coaft 
of Staten Land, till the afternoon, we took our 
departure, and fteered to the E. S. E. in order 
to pats our third {ummer featon to the fouth
ward. vVe had ftrong gales, which carried 

away 
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away a rnain-top-gallant-maft, and fome ftudding 177 5. 
fail-booms; but as the wind was in our favour JAN U AII:. 

thefe loffes were efteemed of little confequence~ '-v--J 
A halo of very great circumference was obferved 
round the fun on. the 5th. It inclofed a dark Thurf. 5. 
area, but the circle itfelf was white, with feve-
ral faint prifmatic hues on the edges. This was 
reckoned a prognot!:ic of t!:orms, but we expe-
rienced mild weather for feveral days afterwards, 
from whence we may conclude how far fuch 
figns are to be relied upon. The lateft charts 
publiihed in England and France, have laid 
down a great fea-coaft between 400 and 53 0 

weft, in the lat~tude of 54-0 and 58° fauth, 
which they found marked in a chart prcjeCted 
by Ortelius, in J 586 *, and in that of Merca-
tor, publilhed fo early as the year 1569. It ap-
pears to have been difcovered by Spaniili na-
vigators, as the name of Golfo de San Sebaftia-
no feerns to indicate. We paffed over that part 
of the ocean, where the wet!:ern coaft of this 
gulph is faid to be fituated, but did not meet 
with any land. Captain Furneaux likewife the 
year before, paffed acrofs both the eaftern and 
weftern Ihor~s of this gulph, in 60°, and after-
wards 58° S. from 60° to 40° W. without fee-
ing land. It appears therefore that either this 
gulph does not exit!:, or that it is not rightly 
laid down in former charts; and the latter is 
much more probable, fince it can hardly be 
concei'{ed by what means fncb a difcovery could 
obtain a place in. the old charts, without fome 
a'uthority to fupport it. 

On 

Ii' See Mr. Dalrymple's Memoir of a Chart of the South
ern Ocean and rhe Chart itfelt~ which bear an indifputa
ble teftim~ny of the laudable ent?~{jafm ",:ith which that 
gentleman has profecuted his inqUIrIes on thiS fubJeCt. 
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1775. On the 6th, at eight in the evening, we 
JAN U A R. changed our courfe, and ftood to the north
'--v--i ward, having reached upwards of 510 S. with

out feeing any ice; though Dr. Halley, in the 
year 1700, at the fame fearon, found abun
dance of ice in the latitude of 52° S. A heavy 
dew fell on the 8th in the evening, which is 
reckoned an indubitable fign of land; and pe~ 
trels, albatroffes, and {eals had been {een from 
time to time, ever fince we left Staten Land. 
Having run into 54° S. we began to fteer to 
the eaftward again, in {earch of the land which 
was difcovered by M. Duclos Guyot, in the 
Spanifh fhip Lion, which faikd from Callao in 
Peru, in February 1756, and pailed Cape Horn 
in the depth of winter *. 

vVe continued to ftand to the eaftward, fee
ing many birds, and now and then pinguins, 

Satur. '4. and fea-weeds, till the 14th, in the morning, 
when the officer of the watch acquainted the 
captain that an ifland of ice was in fight. We 
continued failing towards it all day; but in the 
evening we difcovered that what had been ta
ken for ice; was really land, which {eemed to 
be of great heigpt. and covered with fnow for 
the greateft part. By confulting the accounts of 
M. Guyot, it appears to be certain, that this 
land is the fame of which he faw the fourh end 
in June 1756, and which he named If1e de 
St. Pierre. He lays it down in 38° 10' \'1. 
from Greenwich, which agrees entirely with 
our obfen'ations of the north-weft extremiry, 
and is only between thirty and forty leagues to 

tbe 

.. See a Collection of Voyages, chiefly in the'Southern 
Atlantic Ocean, publilhed by Mr. Dalrymple, 177S- The 
land feen .by Antonio la Roche, in 1675. appears to be 
the fame with this difcovered in the Lion. 
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the weft of the longitude which we afIign for t 775. 
the S. E. end *. Notwithftanding this coinci- JANUAR. 

dence, many were f1:ill of opinion that we only '-v""-J 
raw an i11and of ice; and as the wind was very 
boiil:erous the next day, and the weather ex-
tremely foggy, the point remained undeter-
mined till the 16th. We had very cold wea-
ther all this time, the thermometer being at 
34';;' o. and a great fall of [now covering our decks. 
On the 16th, in the morning, we had fight 
of the land again, and found its mountains of a 
vail: height, covered with loads of [now and ice, 
in moft places down to the water's edge. The 
only parts which were clear of [now were a few 
black, and barren cliffs, and particularly [orne 
huge hollow rocks, that 

-- o'er their wave-worn bafis bowed. SHAKESPEARE. 

Towards the fouth end of this land we raw 
feverallow ii1ands, like the New Year's i11ands, 
which appeared to have fame verdure· upon 
them, arid were therefore called the Green 
lflands. As it had been the main object of our 
voyage to explore the high [outhern latitude, 
my father fuggefted to Captain Cook, that it 
would be proper to name this land aJter the 
monarch who had ret on foot our expedition, 
[oleIy for the improvement of [cience, and 
whore name ought therefore to be celebrated in 
both hemifpheres. 

- Tua rectus orbis 
Nomina cluett! HOR. 

It 

* See the Extract of Mr. Guyot's Journal, publifhed by 
Mr. DalrY;Ilple in his Collection of Voyages in the Southern 
Atlantic Ocean, p. 5, and p. 15· 



A VOYAGE 
1775. It was accordingly honoured with the name of 

]ANUAR. Southern Georgia, which will give it import
'--v--J ance, and continue to fpread a degree of luil:re 

over it, which it cannot derive from its barren
nefs and dreary appearance. 

In the afternoon we faw two rocky iflands at 
the north end of Georgia, which lay about a 
league a(under, and were of a dull black co
lour. We fteered towards them, and about five 
o'clock pa{fed in the middle between them. The 
northernmoft was a craggy cliff, nearly perpen
dicc11ar, which contained the nefts of many thou
fand ibags, and was named vVillis's lf1and; it is 
fituated in 54° S. and 38° 25' W. The fouth
ernmoil: floped gradually to the weftward, being 
covered on that fide with fome gra(s, and with 
innumerable flocks of birds of all forts, from the 
large£( albatroffes down to the lea!l: petrels, for 
which reafon it was named Bird lf1and. Great 
numbers of !hags, pinguins, divers, and other 
birds played about, and fettled in the water 
around us, this cold climate feeming to be per
fetl:ly agreeable to them. Several porpeifes were 
likewife noticed, and many feals were feen; which 
probably came to breed on thefe inhofpitable 
tho res, 

vVe ran along the north-coaft of the land till 
it was dark, when we brought to, and did not 

Tuer 17. refume our courfe till the next morning at three 
o'clock. The afpeCt of the land was extremely 
unpromifing; the mountains were the moil: 
craggy we had ever feen, and form::d many 
!harp points, between which the intervals were 
filled up with fnow. We pa{fed a bay, which, 
from the number of low green iflands in it, was 
named the Bay of lf1ands, and opened another, 
towards which we ftood with the !hip, having 
foundings at the diil:ance of two or three miles. 

About 
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About nine o'clo~k a boat was hoifted out, and 177~. 
~aptain Cook, accompanied by one midfhipman,JANuAR, 
my father, Dr. Sparrman, and myfelf, went into "--v--J 
the bay. We founded in the entrance, but 
found no bottom with thirty-four fathom. Up-
on advancing into the furtheft recefs of the,bay, 
we foon obferved a folid mafs of ice, fuch as is 
found in the harbours of Spitfbergen *, in the 
northern herrtifphere. This mafs of ice bore a 
great refemblance to thofe detached iilands, of 
which we faw fuch numbers floating upon the 
ocean in the high fouthern latitudes. The {hores 
of the bay, nearer the fea, were clear of fnow; 
but exceffiveIy dreary, and almoft perpendicular. 
We landed in a fpot which was perfectly {helter-
ed from the fweIl, and where the land formed a 
iong projecting point. Here we [,.'lW a number 
of feals affembled on a ftony beach, and among 
them a huge animal, which we had taken to be 
a rock at a diftance, but which proved to be ex-
aCtly the fame animal with lord Anfon's fea-lion~ 
The midfhipman {hot it through the head whilft 
it lay faft afleep, and we afterwards found a 
younger one of the fame fort. I t was all over of 
a dark grey colour, with a flight olive caft, fome~ 
thing like the feals in the northern hemiCphere. 
It likewife refembled thefe animals in the more 
perfect {hape of its fore feet, and the want of 
external airs. Its nofe projeCted far beyond the 
mouth, and had a loofe wrinkled ik1n, which 
may perhaps be occafionally puffed up when the 
animal is angry, and will in that cafe form fom~-
thing like the creff: which has been figured In 

the print accompanying lord Anfon's voya~e. 
The animal which we examined was about th1r-

VOL. II. G g teen 

. '" See the Hon. ~aptain Phipps's (now lord Mulgrave's) 
Voyage towards the North. Pole, '775. 
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1775. teen feet long, but in proportion, of a more 
jANUAR. f1ender make than the fea-lion with a mane~ 
-'--v--' which we raw at Staten Land -'Ii. Here we like~ 

wife found a flock-of about twenty pinguins, of 
a much greater fize than nny we had hitherto 
feen; they were thirty-nine inches long, and 
weighed forty pounds. Their belly was of a 
moil: enormous fize, and covered with a vail 
quantity of fat. An oval fpotof b6ght yellow, 
or lemon colour, appears on each fide of the 
head, and is edged with black, the reft of the 
body being of a blackii11-grey colour on the 
whole back, and upper-fide, 2cld whrte on the 
belly, under the fins, and all the fore-part. 
Thefe birds were fo dull, as hardly to waddle 
from us; we eafily overtook th::m by running, 
and knocked them down with fticks. When 
we returned on board, we fuund that they were 
mentioned by that great zoologift Mr. Pennant, 
in the Phil. TranC by the name of Patagonian 
pinguins, and we likewife fLlppo[e them to be 
the fame fpecies,which the Englifh at the Falk
land Wands, have named yellow, or king pin
guins t. The feals which we found here, were 
more fierce, than any we had feen on the New 
Year's mes, and did not run out 0f our way. 
The YOllngdt cubs barked at llS, and ran after 
our heels when we paffed by them, trying to 
bite our legs. They were all of the fpecies 
which I have before named fea-bears, (urjine 
J~als, Penn.) and not a fingle fea lion with a 
mane, was to be feen among them. vVe climb

ed 

• This animal, or Anfon's fea-lion, (phoca leonina, Linn.) 
[eems to be the iiune which. the Englinl, at Falkland Wand, 
have called the c1apmatch-feal.-See the Philof. TranfaCl 
vol. LXVI. part i. 

t See the Philofophical Tran[attions, vol. LXVI. part I. 
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cd upon a little hummock, about eight yards 1775. 
hig'h, where we 'found two fpecies of plants; one JANUAR. 

was the gr~fs which grows plentifully on the New '---v--J 
Year's lfies (daElylis glomerata), and the other a 
kind of burnet (jal1gui/orba). Here captain. 
Codk difplayed the Britithftag, and performed 
the ceremony of taking pofieflion of thefe bar-
reh tocks, "in the name of his BritannicMa-
jefty, and his heirs for ever." A volley oftwo 
ot three mufKets was fired into the air, tb give 
greater weight to this affertion; and the barren 
rocks Te~echoed with the found, to the uttet 
amazement of the [eals and pinguins, the inha-
bitants of thefe newly difcove[ed dominions. 
The rocks conGfted of a bluifh grey {late, in 
horizontal'ihata, of which many fragments every 
w!h'ere 'covered the beaches. As far as We were 
able to examine them, they contained no other 
minerals of any kind; the whOle country being 
ufelefs, and frightfully barren in every refpeCt. 
We 'embarked Coon after with a load of ferrIs, 
pinguins, gndfhags, and leaving 'this ba.y, which 
'Was 'named Poffeflion Bay, and is fituated in 
,540 IS'S. andJ,7° J 5' W. arrived fafeon boatd 
before noon During ourftay on fhore, we faw 
'fome [mall fragments of ice floating out to fea, 
and heard the huge ma'ffes in the farrheft part of 
the bay, crack very loud from time to time. 
We contirrucd to coaft the land during the two 
fdllowing days, and difcovered fevera'l bays and 
nehd-lands upon it, which were fucceilively 
named Cumberland Ea y, Cape George, Royal 
B!ly, Cape Charlotte, and Sandwich Bay. The 
appearance of the land was al ways nearly the 
[arne, its mountains towards the [outh were ex-
cefiively hig-h, and divided into innumerable 
tagg,:d poin~s, like the flames in a taging Gre. 
Mr. Hodges has drawn a verytnaf!:etly view bf 

G g ~ part 
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J 775. part of this coaft, where the horrors and carica
JANUAR. tures of nature are faithfully copied, in tha~ 
.'-v--' great ftyle which is peculiar to him, and which 

animates all his views of favage countries. 
On the 19th we reached the S. E. extremity of 

fouthern Georgia, which we now di[covered to 
be an il1and, between fifty and flxty leagues in 
length. A rock: which was named Cooper's 
Il1and, lies ofr the {outh end, in 54° 52' S. and 
35° 50' W. We diJcovered at the [arne time~ 
an ifland to the fouth-eaftward, about fourteen. 
leagues diftant, of which we could not yet de
termine the fize. 

Friday 2.0. We failed towards it on the 20th in the morn
ing, after having coafted the fouth end of the 
me of Georgia, till we came in fight of the 
Green Iflands, difcovered on the 16th. The 
weather had for thefe four days paft, been ex
tremely fair,. and favourable for the purpofe of 
exploring this land; the winds had likewife been 
gentle, and the air very mild. We had how
ever, no Cooner left the coaft, than a 1hong gale, 
attended with fogs and rains fprung up, which 
obliged us to take in all our topfails;. but it for
tunately was of a iliort duration, for at midnight 
we were becalmed. The land towards which 
we [ailed, was [0 much involved in fogs~ that 
our [eamen were uncertain of the fituation, and 
continued to tack from time to time, in order 
to avoid it. The fog continued during the zIit, 
and 22d, and obliged us to change our courfe 
very frequently. 

Mond.23· On the 23d, the fame thick weather, being 
attended with a frelh breeze, we ftood boldly 
on a tack, which all on board were firmly per
fuaded, would carry us directly from the land. 
Infread of that, about eleven o'clock, lieutenant 
Clerke [a w the breakers [carce half a mile ahead, 

and 
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nnd feveral !hags came to meet us, which feldom 1775-
go to a greater dif!:all'ce from land. We now JAN U A R. 

difcovere? that we had very providentially ef- '--v--I 
caped bemg wrecked on the la!1d, by making the 
circuit of it wi thout knowing i t. We put about 
inftantly after this difcovery, and f!:ood off and 
on all day, as well as the next, becaufe the fame 
kind of thick fog, with frequent intervals of 
calm weather, continued. In the evening how-
ever, :he .fog cleared for a little while, and gave 
us a faIr VIew, both of the Hle of Georgia, and 
of the fmaller one round which we had failed. 
We found the latter of an inconfiderable fize, 
and {urrounded with other broken rocks; the 
whole dangerous group was therefore named 
Clerke's rocks, and lies in 55" Sand 34° 50' W. 
Early on the 25th, we directed our coqrfe to the Wedn. 25. 
eaftward, and afterwards fomewhat foutherly, in 
{)rder to make another run towards the fouth be-
fore we returned into milder climates. 

It has been fuppofed, that all parts of this 
globe, including thofe which are barren and 
dreary in the higheft degree, are fit to become 
the abode of men. Before we arrived at this 
Wand of Georgia, we had nothing to oppofe to 
this opinion, fince even the wintery {bores of 
Tierra del Fuego were inhabited by human be
ings, who were f!:ill one f!:ep removed from 
brutes. But the climate of Tierra del Fuego 
is mild with refpeCt to that of Georgia, the dif
ference in the thermometer which we obferved, 
being at leaf!: ten degrees. It has be fides the 
adv.antage of producing a quantity of !hrubbery 
and wood, fufficient to fupply the wants of the 
natives, who are by that means enabled ~o reft 
1heltered from the inclemencies of the aIr, and 
to light fires, which give them warmth, I and 
may ferve to make their food eatable and W!1ole-

fome, 
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1ii5. rome. As New G(:orgia is wholly deftitlltli! of 
JA,.NUAR. wood, and of any other combufl:ible to ferve as 
~ a fuccedaneum, I apprehend it would be impof

fible for any race of men to live upon it, though 
th~7 (banld, inft,ead of the ~upidit.Y of rhe PeC
[erais, be poffeil:d of the mgenUlty of Euro
peans. The [ummers of this new if1a~d are ri
gorouDy cold, the thermome,e~ l:!avIl!g never 
r&n ten degrees above the freez1l1g pomt, dur
ing our flay on the coaft; ::mJ though we h:l\ e 
rearon to [uppo[e, thJ.t the winters are not coldtr 
in the [arne proportion as in our hemi!phere, yet 
it is probable there will be at 12aft a di.fference of 
tv,enty or thirty degrees. This I think is fuff.~ 
cient to kill any men who may furvive the fum
mer tbere, [uppoGng them provided with no 
other defence than tbat which tbe country affords. 
But South Georgia, bdides being uninhabitable, 
does not appear to con tain any fingle article, for 
'.'/hich it might be vifited occ;afionaJly by Euro
pean (hips. Seals, and rea-lions, of which the 
blubber is accounted an article of comrnerce, 
are much more numerou:s on the defart wall:s of 
South America, the F«lkland, and the. New 
Year's Wands, where they U1ay likewi[e be ob., 
tained at a much fmaller rifk. If the northern 
ocean (hould e\-er be cleared of whales, by our 
annual filberies, we might then viiit the other 
hemiiphere, where thefe animals are known to 
be numerous. However, there [eems to be lit~ 
tIe neceDlty to advance fo far {outh as New 
Georgia in queft of them, fince the Portugue[e, 
a~ld the North Americans, have of late years. 
kIlled numbers of them on the coaft of America" 
going no farther than the Falkland Wands. Ie 
Ihould therefore [cern probable, that though 
Southern Georgia may hereafter become import
ant to mankind, that period is. at prefent far 

remote, 
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remote, and perhaps will not happen, till Pata- 1775. 
gonia and Tierra del FUfgO are inhabited, andJANuH. 
civilized like Scotland and Sweden. "-v--J 

vVe frood to the fouthward on the 26th, with Thurf.26. 
a FreCh br.eeze, and the hOFizon tolerably clear, 
confidering the ufual wea~her of thefe climates, 
and returned to our wonted but loathed diet of 
faitted meat, having eaten tho:; 1aft pinguin which 
we had killed in Poifeffion Bay; however, the 
expectation of a fpeedy arrival at the Cape of 
Good Hope, in fome meafure alleviated our fuf-
ferings. On the 27th at noon we bad paKed the 
iatitude of 59~ 0 Sand faw feveral fulmars (prc-
eel/aria glacialis) which are commonly the fore-
mnners of ice in high latitudes. Accordingly 
in the evening, between fix and feven, we faw 
felleral iDands of ice, and a quantity of loofe ice. 
Fogs and wet weatbex fet in this day, which pre. 
vented our fteering fo much to the Couthward as 
we had bitheHo done. Many great maff.:::s of 
ice furwunded us on all fides the next day, and Friday 27· 
in the afternoon a large bed of [mall ice, ad-
joining to feveralfields of ice, flopped our far-
ther pl'Ogrefs, greatly to the h1tisfaction of all 
the crew, who were at prefent thoroughly tired 
of this clread6ul climate, and exhauf:fcd by per-
p~tual watclniag and a!Hendance, which the fre-
quency and fLidden appearance of dangers re-
quired. We had this time penetrated only a 
few minutes beyond 60° S, and gradually fl:eer-
ed to the northward, as well as the winds, the 
thicknefs of the weather, and the ice would 
permit. Many of our people were at this time 
affliCted with fevere rheumatic pains and colds, 
and forne were fl1ddenly taken with fainting fits, 
finee their unwholefome, juicelefs food cOllld not 
filpply the wafte of animal fpi~iLs. ~be thermo-
meter frood at 350 in thefe hIgh. latitudes; and 

this 
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1775. this degree of cold, as well as the continuance 
JANUAR of filow-fhowers and wet fogs, greatly retarded 
~ the recovery of our patients. However, as we 

now fleered to the northward, we were in hopes 
of Coon reaching a milder climate, fully per
fuaded that no farther obftacles lay in wait to try 
our patience. But we were aga!n doomed to ex
perience di[appointment~ ancl dl[covereq another 
frozep. country, which 

Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual ftorms 
Of whirlwind and dire hail; which on firm land 
1·haws not, but gathers heap, anp ruin feems 
Of ancient pile, . MILTON. 

The difcovery of this land happened on the 
31ft of January, at [even in the morning, when 
the weather was [0 hazy, that we could not fee 
four or five miles around us. We ran towards 
it near an hour, when we were within half a 
mile of the rocks, which were black, cavernous~ 
and perpendicular to a vaft height, inhabited by 
:flocks of (hags, and beaten by dreadful break
ers. Thick clouds veiled the upper parts of the 
mountains, but one immenfe peak appeared 
towering beyond them, covered with fnow. It 
was agreed by all prefent, that the perpendicu
lar height of this mountain could not be far 
iliort of two miles. We founded with 170 fa
thom clofe in (hore, and then put about, ftand
ing to the fouth, in order to weather the weft
ern point, which we had now difcovered. We 
had not run above an hour on this tack, when 
we faw high mountains to the S. S. E. about five 
Qr fix leagues diftant,which, from the cour[e 
we had kept, we muft have narrowly efcaped 
about mldmght. This being the [outhernmoft 
extremity of the land, my father named it 
South~rn Thule) c:l name whi~h <;:aptain Coo~ 

. h9,!l 
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flas preferved. It is fituated in 59° 30' S. and 1775· 
'27" 3D' W. At one o'clock in the afternoon J A. N U A R. 

we put about, and ftood to the northward, be- '--v--J 
yond the point which we had £lrft feen. This 
now appeared to be a black rock, feparated from 
a great projett:ing head-land. The rock was 
named Freezeland's Head~ from a German failor 
who £lrft difcovered it, and lies in 58° 55' S. and 
27° W. The head-land, which has fince been 
named Cape Briftol, appeared to be connett:ed 
with the Southern Thule, by fome lands which 
we faw very far to the eaftward, forming a fpa-
cious bay Captain Cook, however, did not 
venture to lofe any time in the inveftigation of 
this coaft, where he was expofed to imminent 
danger: from the violence of wefterly winds. He 
chafe rather to explore its northern extremities, 
which befides, were doubtlefs the moft likely to 
be of importance to navigators. We kept at 
the diftance of two or three leagues from the 
land, having little winds, and feeing the coaf\: 
every where fteep and inacceffible. The moun-
tains appeared to be of vaft height, their fum-
mits being Gonftantly wrapped in clouds, and the 
lower part covered with fnow down to the wa~ 
ter's edge ill fllch a manner, that we {honld have 
found rt difficult to pronounce whether we faw 
1~I1d pr ice, if fame hollow rocks had not {hewn 
their black and naked caverns in feveral places. 

We found ourfelves abreaft of another projett:- FEBR. 

jng point in the morning, which Qaptain C~ok Wedn. I. 
has fince named Cape Montague, and which 
{eems to be connected with Cape Briftol, a kind 
of bay lying between them. Beyond i~ we dif
covered another point to the north, which upon 
our nearer approach was found to be a feparate 
Wand, and named Saunders's Wand. It was not 
jl"jferior in height to the mount~inous coaft to 

. th~ 
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1775. the fouth of it, and was covered with fnow and 
FEB R. ice in the fame manner. It is fituated in 57" 
~ 48' S. and 26° 3S'.W. .. . 
Thurf. 2. We had little WInd dUring 111ght, but with the 

return of day-light, ftood to the eaftward, in or
der to weather Saunders's Ifland. On this courfe 
we faw two fmall inands far to the northward of 
us, which, from the day, were named Candle
mas Iflands. We could not accomplifh our point 
with a fingle board, but the wind being contra
ry, tacked all the afternoon, in order to double 
the northern extremity of Saunders's Wand. 
\Ve came very near it feveral times, and obferv
ed a fiat point or beach running out to the north
ward, covered with heaps of fhingle, which were 
piled up in the wilden: manner, and offered no
thing but fharp points and ridges to the eye. 
The whole country had the moft defolate and 
horrid appearance which can poflibly be con
ceived; not a fingle grafs could be difcerned 
upon it, and it feemed to be forfaken even by 
the amphibious and lumpifh animals which 
dwelt on Southern Georgia. In /hort, we could 
not help applying to it, that remarkable expref
hon of Pliny, 

Pars mundi damnata a rerum natura, et denfd merfa 
caligine. 

Hill:. Nat. lib. xv. c. 36. 

The wind permitted us the next day to ap
proach the Candlemas IDes, in order to afcertain 
their fituation, which we found to be in 57 0 10' 

S. and 27 0 6' W . We now 11:eered to tbe eafl:
:-vard, and loft fight of the fouthern land, hav
Ing doubled its northern extremity. Captain 
Cook at fr11: gave it the general name of Snow
lwd, but afterwards honoured it with that ot 
Sandwich Land. I am inclined to believe that 

this 
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tl~is land bas b~en di(cov~red by thofe early na- '775' 
vlgators, who have furmfhed the geographers FEBR. 

with the Gulph of St. Sebaftian, and the ifle of'--'-v---i 
CreiEdina. It remains very doubtful, whether 
the diff~rent projecTing points of Thule, Cape 
Briftul, and C;:ape Montague, form one connect-
ed land, or feveral diftinct iflands; and this 
may probably continue undetermined for ages 
to come, finee ~n expedition to thofe inhofpita-
ble. parts of the world, b~lides being extremely 
penlo!Js, does not feern likely to be produCli ve 
of great advantages to mankind. It was the ob-
jeCt Qf OUf ha~zardous voyage to explore the 
fouthern hemifphere to the fixtieth degree of la
titude, and to a[certail1, the exiftence of a fouth
exn continent in. the temperate zone. Our dif
ferent tracks have not only rendered it evident, 
that a continent does not exift in the temperate 
fouthem zone, but have likewi[e made it pro
bable, by advancing into the frigid zone to [e
venty one degrees fOllth, that the fpace within 
the :;i.ntaretic circle is far from being every where 
filled up with land. The exiftence of [uch a 
contil1,ent bas been believed by the moft pbiIQ[o
phic enquirers of the prefent age; and this opi
nion, though now [0 much invalidated, is never
. ~he,le[s a. prQof of their great intelligence, con
fiq('fring tM few data upon which they could pro
ceed. Without afcertaining whether Sandwich 
Lanq is pa,rt of a greater tract, it may not be 
improp:::r to mention, that one of the realons 
a.lledged in favour of a continent, has lately been 
overthrown byexp:::riments. It has always been 
fllppofed that the ice, which is [een floating in 
immenfe quantities on the fea, muit be fO.rmed 
on fhore from {now or freOl water; but It has 
now beenpf0ved that i(c:1.-viater will freeze, and 
that the ice which is thus formed does not con-

tain 
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177). tain any particles of [alt, except w.here it com.es 
FouR. in contact: with the water, which mtroduces It

'---y----J [elf into its pores and interftices*. 
The barrennefs of Sandwich Land, the gra

dual encrea[e of the nights, and the approach 
of a more rigorous feafon in thefe high latitudes, 
added to the confideration that we had a long 
nm to make before we arrived at another place 
of refreibment, and that our provifions were al
moft expended, induced captain Cook to aban
don the further inveftigation of the coaft, and 
to fteer to the eaftward, nearly in the parallel of 
580 S. where we had frequent [now fhowers, 
raw many ice-if1ands every day, and, contrary 
to our former obfervations, found the northerly 
winds colder than thofe from the fouth; on 
which a ftrong prefumption may be founded, 
that there is no land in the laft mentioned di
rection. 

Friday 10. The four krout, that excellent antifcorbutic 
food, of which fixty large cafks were put on 
board our ibip, was now entirely con[umed, 
and the want of it was feverely felt from the 
captain down to the failor. It enabled us to eat 
our portion of [alt meat, of which it corrected 
the feptic quality. The wifh for a [peedy re
leafe from this nau[eous diet now became uni
ver(al, and our continuance in the high lati
tudes of 58" and 57° was difagreeable to all on 
board. O.D the 15th we bore away to the north
ward, havIDg croffed the meridian of Green
wich, and on the 17th, at noon, reached the pa
rallel of M. Bouvet's dircovery of Cape Circum
cifion, when we again ran to the eaftward that 

we 

~ See ~r. Nairne's Experiments in the LXVI. V~)l. of the 
Phllo[aphlcal Tran[aCtions, p:m i. 
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we might not mifs it. The weather was favour- I77S' 
able for the purpofe; we had a fair wind, and FEBR.. 

could fee to the diftance of eight or ten leagues. '--v---J 

On the 19th, in the morning, we crofTed the 
place where this cape is laid down by M. des 
Loziers Bouvet, according to his own journal "', 
without having at that time the leaft figns of 
land, or paffing more than four or five Wands of 
ice in the courfe of the whole day. We conti-
nued to run on in the fame parallel till the 22d, Wedn. 2Z. 

having then explored fix degrees of longitude 
to the weft of M. Bouvet's fuppofed land, and 
about feven degrees to the eaft of it. Captain 
Furneaux likewife, after failing over the fpace 
where the Gulph of St. Sebaftian is delineated in 
the charts, and paffing between our two difco-
veries of Georgia and Sandwich Land, crofTed 
the meridian of Cape Circumcifion, in the lati-
tude of 54" S. without meeting with land. From 
the joint authority of thefe two tracks, we have 
great room to fuppore, that Mr. des Lozierg, 
Bouvet faw only a field of ice, with fuch huge 
mountainous iflands of ice upon it, as we fell 

. in with on the 14th of December, 1772 t. Some 

. of our officers were at that time ftrongly of opi
nion that they faw land, as the ice bore a ftrik
ing refemblance to it, and the French captain 
might be deceived in the fame manner. Cap
tain Cook: was unwilling to leave it in doubt 
whether there was land or not in the fituation of 
that field of ice feen in the beginning of our 
voyage; and therefore direCted his courfe acrofs 
it on the 23d,. without meeting with any obf'ta-

des 

• See Mr. Dalrymple's CollectIon of Voyages in the South~ 
ern Atlantic Ocean, 1775,' 

t See vol, 1. 
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1775. des in his way, nor feein~ a fingle if1and of 
FEBR. ice in the fame [pot which ha1 been covered 

'--y--...J with immenfe floatiflg m'a!Tr::s about two years 
and two months before. Being now well alfured 
that there was no confiderable land in this part 
of the ocean, we fteered to the northward, in 
order to make the beft of our way towards the 
Cape of Good Hope. The winds being nonh
wefterly, and blowing very freih, obliged us to 
make a great deviation to the eaft of our proper 

MA RCH. courfe, till the firft of l'vhrch, when we could 
Wedn. I. freer direCtly towards the Cape. The wind, 

however, foon ihifted, and blew from its former 
quarter at feveral intervals. Its frequent-ch~nges 
occafioned great difcontent among our {hip's 
company, whofe expeCtations of putting an end 
to their diftreffes, were wound up to the higheft 
pitch. The clouds had perhaps never before 
been fo attentively examined, in order to find 
[orne prognoftics of a fair wind in their appear
ance, and the general uneafinefs and impatience 
at an unfavourable change can fcarcely be de
fcribed. Our voyage had now lafted twenty-[e
ven months after leaving the Cape of Good Hope, 
fince which time we had not touched at any 
Europ.:'an port, and lived chiefly upon fait pro
vifions. The fum total of all the days which 
we had fpent on fhore at different iilands, and 
at very great intervals of time, did not amount 
to more than one hundred and ei.crhty, or about 
fix months. This was the only time of refre1l1-
ment in the coude of our lona voyaae, and yet 
dur!ng part of. this, efpeciaUy tilt hft year's 
crUlze, we obtamed no freih provifi.ons at feveral 
iHands. The run from New Zeeland towards 
the Cape of. good H~pe was by far the longeft 
and moft dlfncult whIch We had ever made; for 

the 
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the trifling refre!bments which we obtained in 1775. 
Chrithnas Sound, and at the N::w Year's Iflands, MA ReI!. 

did not a,fford the crew more than four or five "--v--J 
frefb meals. If we add to this, the deficiency 
of fuch a falutary article of provifion as four 
krout, and the continual ptogreilive decay of 
our fait meat, it cannot be very furprifing, that 
towards the latter end of this run, the hardfhips 
of our unnatural fituation !bould become lnore 
intolerable than ever. Several obvious reflecti-
ons likewife encreafed our uneafinefs, in propor-
tion as we advanced towards a place which had 
fome intercourfe with Europe. All thofe who 
had left behind them relations and parents, were 
apprehenfive that they had loft fome of the num-
ber during their abfence; and it was more than 
probable, that this interval of time would have 
diifolved many valuable connections, diminithed 
the number of our friends, and robbed us of 
the comforts which we ufed to find in their fo-
ciety. 
, Notwi thftanding the freq nen t changes of wind, 
we advanced to the northward fo far, that we 
began to change our doaths on the 15th, being Wedn. IS. 
then between 35° and 36° S. The next morn~ 
ing, at feven, we faw a thip to the windward 
of us, and about thtee bours afterwards we came 
in fight of another; and the eagernefs with 
which every perf on on board bent his eyes to-
wards thefe welcome objects, was the ftrongeft 
proof of that univerffll longing for an intercourfe 
with Europeans, which, though hitherto filent; 
now broke out into kmd and fervent withes. It 
was thought proper to hoi.ft putch colours, up-
on which thelbip in fight hod.ted the fame; we 
then hoifted the Britith flag, and fired a gun to 
leeward, but the ftranger ftill continued to fhew 

the 
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177~' the firft. As we were now arrived in a part of 

MARCJH. the fea frequented by European fbips, captair1 
'--v---J Cook called together all his officers and (ailors,. 

and in the name of the Admiralty board, de· 
manded their journals and log~books, which were 
all packed up and (ealed. Tho(e who did not 
belong to the military eftablifbment *, were not 
fubjett to this reftrietton, but preferved their 
papers, being only requefted not to divulge the 
particular fituations of our late di(coveries, pre. 
vious to their arrival in England. The zealou~ 
and candid concern for the advancement of the 
fciences, which animates the Britifh government,. 
has not [uffered them to conceal the improve~ 
ment which different branches of knowledge 
have received under their aufpices; and it wert~ 
to be wifbed, that [0 laudable and generous an 
example, might be followed by other maritime 
powers, who at prefent [eem to fteal into the 
South Seas, and to be albamed of owning that 
they have been there. 

The fbip in fight [eemed to be a: homeward 
bound Dutch Indiaman, and held the fame courk 
with us, but we gradually came up with her. On: 

FridaY l 7·the 17th in the morning we founded, and found 
bottom with fifty-five fathom, being arrived on 
the bank which runs off the [outh end of Africa. 
Some fifhing lines were thrown overboard, and a 
fifh called a pollack was caught. In the evening 
we made the coaft of Africa, which here confift· 
ed of low fandy hummocks, and on which we 

Satur. 18. perceived feveral fires. The next morning a 
boat was hoifted out, and ~nt on board the In
diaman, which was now about five miles off... 
Our people returned in a few hours with the 

welc0me: 

1> Mr. Wales, Mr. Hodges, my father, and. my-fe!S: 
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Welcome news, that there was univerfal peace in 1775. 
Europe. !he pleafure of this intelligence, Was MARCH. 

however, In a great meafure foured by an ac-·"-v--J 
count of the maiTacre of the Adventure's boat's 
crew. The Dutch captain having been long at 
fea from Bengal, lamented that he had no .re
freihmentstd offer us. In the afternoon, the 
weather being very fair, and the breeze frefh-
ening, we got fight of two Swediih,one Daniili, 
and an Englilh lhip, which glided along with 
all their fails fet, and colours flying, and offered 
to our eyes one of the mof1:pleafing fighrs which 
we had beheld for fome time paft. The next 
morning, the Engliih lhip bore down to us, and Sund. ";i].' 
lieutenant Clerke, with my father, and a mid-
fhipman; went on board of her. In the after-
hoon, a ftrong breeze fet in? our boat returned, 
llnd . the lndiatnan carefully ftood off to fea, 
whilft we proceeded till we were clofe in thore. 
This Ihip was the True Briton, captain Broadley; 
on her return from China, Our gentlemen (poke 
in the ftrongeil: terms of the hearty hofpitality 
with which they had been received, and invited 
to a plain dinner. Our readers may imagine 
with what avidity three famiihed circumnaviga-
tors, who had not feen frelh meat for fix weeks 
paft, fell upon a dilh of fattened Chine[e quails. 
and a delicious gooCe, which their haft reckoned 
a very homely fare. On relating how long they 
had been abfent from any European fettlement, 
how long they had lived upon faIt beef, and how 
oft they had regaled themfelves with feals, alba-
troifes, and pinguins, the captain and his mates 
dropt their knives and forks, and in pure pity 
to the {hangers, refigned all pretenfions to "their 
dinner. At parting, captain Broadley prefented 
them with a large fat pig, and feveral geefe, 

VOL. It H h on 
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1775' on which we dined the two following days. We 

MARCH. paifed Cape Agulhas on the 20th, and were near 
'--y--J being blown far to leeward of the Cape, by a 

very hard gale, if we had not difcovered the land 
through the haze early on the 21 ft. We hauled 
up for it, and carrying more fail than we had 

_ ever ventured to do, in the courfe of the whole 
voyage, we came fafe to an anchor in Table Bay, 

Wedn.22· on the 22d in the morning, which we found was 
Tu~f. 21. only the 2 I ft, accordin!$ to th~ reckoning of the 

people on (hore, we havrng gamed a whole day 
by failing round the world to the eafrward. 

Errabant aCl:i fatis maria omnia circum. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. VII. 

Second .flay at the Cape of Good Hope.-Run 
from thence to the ljlands of St. Helena and 
AJcenjion. 

W.E found the Ta~le Bay full' of i1:ips at 1775.' 
our arnval, amongft which was one Enghih In- MARCH. 

diama~, the Ceres, capt. Newt. As foon as we~ 
were feen in the entrance of the bay, and fuef. ZI. 

known by our bleached rigging and antiquated 
appearance, captain Newt very politely fent 
one of his mates with a boat load of the beft 
refrelhments, and with an offer of his affiftance 
in cafe our crew had been in diftrefs. Having 
been fa long at fea, we were touched with this 
generous conduct, and with no fmall degree 
of pleafure and fatisfaction, felt ourfelves once 
more in the company of men. We landed 
foon after, and having paid our devoirs to the 
governor, and the principal officers of the com-
pany, retired to the houfe of Mr. Brand, where 
We were received with that hearty welcome, 
which always makes men forget national cha-
ratters, and convinces them, that real worth 
is not confined to certain climates or nations. 
The weather was fa intenfely hot this day, that 
we did not remember to have ever felt filch a 
degree of heat in the courfe of our whole voyage. 
Notwithftanding this, we dined,' according to 
the Dutch cuftom, at one o'clock, or during 
the time of the greateft heat,. and d~voure? our 

. meal with a ravenous appetIte, which pam ted 
our paft diftreifes in more lively colours~ and? 

H h ~ as 
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1775· as it were, with greater efficacy, than all the 
MARCH. powers of language. However, as it would 
'--v--.i have been dangerous to our emaciated bodies to 

indulge our voracity too far, we were content 
to rife from table with a good appetite. We 
foon found the benefit of this proceeding, and 
vifibly regained frrength and healthy looks dur
ing our fray at the Cape. The officers of the 
fhip took lodgings on ibore the next day; but 
having negletted to take the fame precaution, 
and eating immoderately at firft, were prefent
ly furfeited, and continued to labour under a 
want of appetite and ficknefs, which made their 
fituation truly tantalizing. Captain Cook fent 
two or three fcorbutic patients to the hofpital, 
thefe being tbe only perfcms who were not able 
to do their duty. The reft were foon reftored to 
perfett health by a conft::mt fupply of refreib
ments, among which, a kind of brown rye
loaves, and all forts of greens, were doubtlefs 
the moft efficacious. 

The pleafure of receiving fome intelligence 
from all thofe who ,vere united to us by the ties 
of blood and affettion, was inexprellible; and 
the fatisfaction of converfing with Europeans, 
after our long voyage, revived our fpirits, which 
a thoufand incidents had confpired to deprefs. 
We pa{fed our time very agreeably, and allidu
ouny. colletted, from heaps of old gazettes, 
the hlftory of thofe years, during which we had 
been baniibed, as it were, from all the world. 
This fettlement being reforted to, in {ummer 
and autumn, by ibips of all nations, appeared 
~t prefent in a more flouriibing light, than dur
mg our former ftay in 177 2 . Eefides the great 
annual fleet of Dutch Indiamen, we found here 
feveral French veffels from the Ine of France, 
and likewife one from Europe, commanded by 

M. Crozet, 
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M. Crozet, who had formerly been at New 1775. 
Zeeland. Several Dani!h and two Swedi!h In- MARCH. 

diamen alfo came in; a Portllguefe ihip of war "--v--J 
lay here feveral days, and three Spanifh frigates, 
one homeward bound from Manilla, and two 
going out to that fettlement, paffed feveral 
weeks in this bay. The great events which 
had happened in Europe during our abfence~ 
crouded upon us unexpeC\:edly. Sweden deli-
vered from the yoke of ariftocratical tyranny, 
by a young hero, emulous of Guftave-Vafa; 
the barbaric darknefs, which in the Eaft of Eu-
rope and Alia had baffled the Herculean efforts 
of Peter, difpelled by a princefs, who like the 
wonder of the polar iky, fpreads luminous 
beams, which turn night into day; laftly, Po-
land reftored to peace, from anarchy and the 
horrors of civil war, by the united efforts of the 
leading powers in Europe; and FREDERICK 

THE GREAT refting from his triumphs, and 
faqificing to the Mufes in the !hade of his lau-
rels, revered and beloved even by his former 
foes! Such were the great and unexpeC\:ed pro-
fpeC\:s, which all at once opened to OLJr eyes, 
which promifed general happinefs to the human 
race, and feemed. to announce a period of time, 
when mankind will appear in a more exalted 
light than ever! 

During our 1l:ay at the Cape, we made an ~PRIL. 
excurlion toWalfe Bay, where ~r. Brand com- FndaJ7. 
'n~qd~ for the Dut~h 1;!:aft India Company. 
The heat of the fummer had, in many places, 
dar\,ened all the tints of green, on that .immenfe 
Yilriety of low' frir:ubs .and plants, which grow 
in Africa. However we found a great number 
of fpecies in- flower, with which we filled?ur 
herbals. The' roads are very bad, confiftmg 
of de,ep fand in manyplacesJ and of rugged 

heaps 
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1775. heaps of the hardeft ftones, in the neighbonr

APRIL. hood of Falfe Bay. In our way we faw great 
'--v--' coveys of a fpecies of partridge, which the 

Dutch improperly call pheafants. They are 
not very lliy, and may eafily be taken alive, 
and tamed. As there are many parts about the 
Cape where thefe partridges do not breed, the 
Dutch have found the method of !tocking fuch 
fpots with them. They take feveral pair of 
tame partridges, dip them in water, and ftrew 
them with allies, and thus put them among the 
bullies, with their heads under the wing. 1 do not 
doubt btlt that many readers will call in queftion 
the fuccefs of this fimple manreuvre; but I have 
only to add, that I heard it from per(ons whofe 
fincerity I had no reafon to fufpea. 

The environs of Falfe Bay are more dreary 
than thofe of Table Bay, the country being al
moft entirely defart, if we except the comman
der's houfe, tWQor three other haufes belonging to 
private perfon&, and fome ma,gazines and work
!hops, the property of the Company. The co-

. lour of the mountains, however, is lefs gloomy, 
and the variety of plants and birds which we 
found there is furprifing. Antelopes likewife refide 
in great r:L!mbers~ fome among the moft inac
ceilible cllffs, and others amidft the fmall dry 
gra{fes and fhrubberie:; in more level fpots. 
'Ye fpenta. whole morning in c;:limbing thefe 
hills, and returl1eq exceffively fatiguec;:l from the 
j~moderate heat of the day .. On the moun.., 
tams we fawfeveral over-hangmg rocks" form
ing fm;'lU caverns, where the Dutch frequently 
pafs the night~ when they leavy the town to 
{h0c:t antelopes. .. 

SImmon's Bay is that part of FaJfe Bay, 
where the iliips are beft fheltered from the vio
Ienc\,! of the N. W. winds, which prevail here 

during 
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during the winter months. A pier clore to the 1775. 
commander's houfe is built out into the rea APRIL. 

where the boats can take in water and all kind~ '--v--J 
{)f {tores, with the [arne facility as in Table 
Bay. Fifu of the bell: and moll: palatable forts 
are caught here in great plenty, and all kinds 
()f refrefhments are eafily procured from the 
plantations on the ill:hmus, or from the Cape-
Town itfelf, which is only twelve miles diftant. 
The arrival of the fuips draws feveral inhabi-
tants from thence to FalCe Bay, who confine 
themfelves in narrow lodgings, for the fake of 
enjoying the company of ll:rangers. This pe-
-euliar fituation affords many favourable oppor:.. 
tunities towards forming more intimate con
nettions, which, we were told, the ihangers 
fe/dom negleCt, erpecially as beauty and vivacity 
are not uncommon at the Cape. 

. After a ll:ay of three days, we returned to 
the Cape-Town, where we paired our time in 
examining the animals at the Company's gar
den, and rearching all the furriers fuops, in 
order to colleCt an aifortment of antelopes fkins., 
We were likewife favoured with the fight of a 
live ourang-outang, or ape, from the iOand of 
Java, of that fpecies which has the honour to 
be adopted as a near relation by fevera! philoro
phers. This animal was about two feet fix 
inches high, and preferred crawling on all fours, 
though it could likewire fit and walk upon the 
hind-legs. Its fingers and toes were r~marka
bly long, and its thumbs ~ery iliort, Its belly 
prominent,· and its face, whICh was ugly as It 
can well be imagined had a nore more rere.m
bling the human than that of other monlues. 
This animal has, I am told, been finee brought 

over 
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1775. over to the menagerie of the prince of Orange, at 
APRIL •. the Hague <If. 

'--y--" vVe became acquainted, in the courfe of our 
flay, with M. Crozet, who, attend~d by all his 
officers, dined with us, upon captall1 Cook's in
vitation, and entertained us with many curiou~ 
particulars relating to his voyage.. We were af
terwards irllroduced to the Spal11ih officers, a
mongft whom there were feyeral whofe accom
pliihments and extenfive knowledge do great 
honour to their corps. They vifited our af
tronomer, Mr. \Vales, and were much plea[ed 
with the time-keepers, or new-invented watch
es, which they faw in his po(feffion, complain
ing at the fame time, of the inaccuracy of all 
the aftronomical inftruments which they obtain
ed from their correfpondents -at London. Mr. 
Wales readily parted with one of his fextants to 
them, having now, in a manner, completed the 
·I:oyage; but t;:aptain Cook refufed to have any 
communication with them, find ihunned them..on 
all occafions, from what motives we were at a lo[s 
to determine. Their frigates were reckoned 
very fine f11ips by our officers; that homeward 
bound was the Juno, commanded by Don Juan 
Arraos; the others, going to Manila, were the 
Aftrea, captain Don Antonio Albornos, and the 
Venus, captain Don Gabriel Guerna. The 
Dutch formerly did not fuffer the Spaniardi1 

, to 

<If This creature died at the Hague in January 1777 ; 
but, through the grofs ignorance and canine malice of the 
reeper, the able~ an~tol~lifts in HOlland were difappointed 
fn the hope of dliTecbng It. He cut off its head, in Qrder 
to prevent their examining the organs of fpeech; apd its 
pands and feet, to predllde the pOflibility of comparing the 
phalanges with the hllman and other lkeletons. When we 
confider, .througll whofe intereft the infpeClor of that prince
ly colleClJOn at the Hague was appointed, we cannot won~ 
p~r, that he was a ftranger to liberality of fentiment, . 
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~o land at the Cape of Good Hope, and die- 1775. 
f;ouraged them, as much as lay in their power, Alo'RIL. 

from touching there, keeping ftriCtly to the '--v--! 
fope's bull, \vhich points out the limits of na
vigation, and !hares the world between the 
~rowns of Portugal and Spain. They have, 
llowever, of late adopted more Proteftant prin-
~iples, and will (oon drop entirely the averfion 
which they have long exprefied towards the Spa-
niards, as they already feel nO reluCtance in tak", 
ipg their fuperfluous dollars, 

Our ihip's compaI1Y being well refrefhed, and 
in perfeCt health, and the fl1ip being likewife 
refitted and painted, we took on board a quan
tity of provillons, to ferve on ow return, and 
prepared to fail with the firft fair wind. After 
taking leave of all our friends, and particularly 
cl Dr. Sparrman, who had ibared the pedIs and 
diftreffes Gf our voyage, and whofe heart had 
endeareq him to all who knew him, we came 
on board on the 27th in the morning *. About Thurf. 27. 
noon, the Dutton Indiaman, Captain Rice, 
got under fail, apq we followed her example, 
after faluting the fort. The Spaniih frigate, 
the Juno, taInted ns with nine guns; which 
unexpeet:ed mark of politenefs our gunners re-
turned a full quarter of an hour afterwards. A 
Panifh Indiaman, captain Hanffen, likewife fa.,. 
luted ns with eleven gnns. Both thefe fbips got 
under fail immediately after, and foo ll left us 
far behi I1d. 

We 

., Dr. Sparr man arrived in Sweden in July 1776, having 
(pent a ye~r on a lilotl: hazardous and fatiguing expedition 
rnto the interior parts of Africa, where he penetr~ted 
farther tijan Dr. Thunberg, and all ,;ho we?t, befor~ him; 
!lnd made many important di[coverlcs, wlJlCll he IOtends 
t9 !:Qmmunjcate to the public, 
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1775. We paffed through the northern part of the 
APRIL. bay, between Robbin H1and * and the main. 

"-y--..!This ifland is a barren fandy fpot, where many 
murderers and other mifcreants are confined by 
order of the Dutch I India Company. Among 
them however there are fome unhappy victims to 
the mercilefs ambition of thefe merchants. We 
need only mention the king of Madure, who, 
deprived of his poffeilions, and driven to the 
greateft horrors of defpair, here lingers out a 
burthenfome life, in the defpicable condition of 
a common Dave t. 

---efcape who can, 
When man's great foe affumes the Jhape of man. 

CUMBERLAND. 

On the 28th, in the morning, a man was 
found concealed in the hold, and proper enqui
ry being made, it was difcovered that one of 
the ql1arter·mafters had conducted him thither 
fame days before, and ihared his daily allowance 
with him. His good-nature was puniihed with 
.a dozen laihes, and another dozen applied on 
the ftranger's back as a welcome. He was a 
native of his majefty's German dominions, who 
having been kidnapped into the Dutch Eaft In
dia fervice, had applied to captain Cook to take 
~im under his protection. But it being deemed 
Improper to protect all his majefty's fubjeCl:s 

alike, 

• This is called Pinguin Uland in Englilh charts. 
t I forbear. to repeat t~1e horrid frory of this unfortunate 

monarch, whlCh refleCl:s mdelible diihonour on his inhuman 
tormelnt~rs. It is ind~e~ very fully and feelingly related in 
~ bOOK lIttle known, lnntled a Voyage to the eafr Indies, 
m 1747 an~ 1748, containing an account of St. Helena, 
Java, BatavIa, the Dutch government and of China· in
terfperfed with anecdotes, and illufrrated with copper-piate&. 
8vo. London, 17 61.. 
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al1ke, he had been reduced to the neceffity of '775. 
coming on ~oard by ~ealth, in order to efcape APRI L. 

from a ferVlce to whIch he had been unjuftly'--v--J 
forced. He foon proved to be one of the moil: 
induftrious men in the whole !hip, and gave 
our crew a good idea of their Hanoverian fellow-
fubjects. 

We !haped our courfe directly for the ifland 
of St. Helena, as Coon as we had cleared the 
land about Table Bay. The Dutton Indiaman 
kept company with us, her captain relyinO' on 
the [uperior 'occuracy of our computation~; it 
being cuftomary with all India !hips, firft to run 
down the latitude, and then to bear away for 
the ifland upon a parallel. We made the ifland MAY 

right a-head on the J 5th of May, early in the Mond.; 5. 
morning, and came to an anchor at midnight 
in the _ufual anchoring-place of James's Bay. 
As we ran along the fouth-eaftern !hare, we 
found it of a confiderable height, and confifting 
of perpendicular porous rocks, of a brown and 
blackifh colour, which in [ome places appeared 
to be hollowed out by the continual da!hing of 
the waves againft them i/>. 

Early the next morning our fhip was fainted Tuef. 16. 
from James's Fort, which is the principal fort 
in the bay, and as foon as we anfwered it, the 
Dutton alfo faluted. The town, which lay be-
fore us, had a fteep' dreary mountain on each 
fide, which looked more burnt and defolate than 
Rafter mand itfelf. However, at the head of 
the valley between ·the.m we percei~ed fame 
green mountains, and 111 the town ltfelf two 
coco-palms rafe behind the fort. After break-

fail: 

i/(. The defcription of thefe cavities, in Dr. Hawkefwor~h's 
Compilation, vol. III. mull: be confidered :J,S a poetical 
ni~ht. 
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1775. fafr we landed at a flight of fi:eps newly con4 
l'vlA Y. fi:ruCted, but which had at all times been much 

'--y---J wanted, as the furf breaks in with great vio
lence on every part of the fhore. vVe walked 
between a huge impending rock and a parapet 
wall which faces the fea, to a gate with a draw
bridge, defended by fmall-batteries. It led to 
a very confiderable battery fronting an efpla4 
nade, with a !hady walk of bani an-trees (ficus 
,-elig/o/a). Here we pa{fed another gate, and 
entered the governor's houfe, which is likewife 
fortified, and forms a kind of came. The go
vernor, Mr. Skottowe, received captain Cook 
with the greatefi: marks of difi:inCtion, a falute 
of thirteen guns being fired on his arrival at 
the houfe. Soon after, the pa{fengers from on 
board the Dutton * likewife came to vifit the 
governor. This worthy and generous veteran, 
who has been crippled in his country's fervice, 
took every opportunity to make our fray on 
the ifland agreeable, and, in particular, to fa
cilitate our refearches as naturalifi:s. We were 
in the courfe of the day introduced to the prin4 
cipal officers of the Company in the town, who 
received us with a degree of eafy politenefs, pe4 
culiar to men of liberal principles. The gover
nor's houfe contains feveral fpacious and conve
nient apartments, which are particularly agree
able in this hot climate, on account of their 
loftinefs. Its oudide is, however, very plain, 
as are all the buildings in the town, not except
ing the churc;h, which is newly built of lime
fl:one found on the ifland. A [mall garden, at 

the 

'* They were the Han. Frederick Stuart, fan to the earl 
o~ Bute, J. Graham ECq. late in the council of Bengal, and 
hIS lady, J. Laurel, ECq. -- ]ohnCon, ECq. and his la
dy, colonel Macleane, and feveral others. Mr. Graham is 
fince dead. 
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the baek of the governor's haufe, contains a 1775. 
few fuady walks, and fame curious Eaft In- MAY. 
dian trees, among which is the Barringtonia. "-v-J 
The barracks of the garrifon, which is here 
fupported by the Eaft India Company, are fitu-
ated farther in the valley; as is likewife an hof-
pital, with a fmall orchard, from whence the 
fiek are fupplied with greens, and where they 
are allowed to walk. Several other buildings 
belonging to the Company are fituated in the 
[arne valley, where, notwithftanding the [ea-
breeze, we felt the heat excefEve, being con-
fined and reverberated by a high barren moun-
tain on each fide, which muft make the refi-
dence in town highly difagreeable and gloomy. 
Many of the principal inhabitants open their 
houfes for the reception of ftranger:s who come 
on fuore at this place from the India {hips. The 
terms are here nearly the [arne as at the Cape; 
but the produce of [0 fmall an Wand as St. He-
lena, will not allow of that provifion of good 
cheer, for which the Dutch colony is famous 
over all the world. We were en'tertained by 
Mr. Mafon, a very worthy old man, to whom 
this fettlement owes [orne of its beft and mof!: 
amiable inhabitants. Having taken our lodg-
ings, we went to dine with the governor ; and 
the fpirit with which the converfation was car-
ried on, gave a convincing proof, that the means 
of acq uinng ufeful know ledge, from a fiore 
of good books, were by no means negleCted a-
mong the inhabitants. Dr. Hawkefworth's ac-
'count of captain Cook's firft voyage round th.e 
world, in the Endeavour, had reached thIS 
il1and fame time before; it had been eagerly 
peruted, and feveral articles, relative. to this 
fettlement, were now taken notice of WI th great 
good humour and pleatant raillery. The total 

want 
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1775. want of wheelbarrows, and the ill-treament 
MAY. of the Daves, which are fpoken of in that ac-

'--v--' count *, were reckoned particularly injurious, 
and captain Cook was called u~on t? defend 
himfelf. Mrs. Skottowe, the fpnghtheft lady 
on the ifland, difplayed to advantage her wit
ty and fatirical talents, from which there 
was no other efcape left, than to lay the blame 
on the abfent philofophers whofe papers had 
been confulted. 

Early the next morning, the Hon. Mr. 
Stuart, captain Cook, and myfelf, took an 
airing on the hills. We ~ode up that which 
lies to the weft ward, and IS named the Lad. 
der-hill. The road, which has been lately 
made, afcends in zigzag along its fteep fides, 
and is very eafy of afcent. Its breadth is nine 
feet, being enclofed on the declivity by a wall 
about three feet high, made of the fame ilone 
of which the whole mountain confifts. This is 
nothing but a heap of lava, crumbling and de
caying into a brown earth in forne parts, whilft 
in others it forms huge maffes of black cavern
ous flags, which, in a few inftances, feerned 
to be fornewhat vitreous. Many rocks of 
this kind hang over the road, and fometimes 
roll down to the terror and great rilk of the 
inhabitants, they being frequently detached by 
goats, which come to brouze there; but the 
foldiers of the garrifon have received orders to 

ilioot 

• See Hawkefworth's Compilation, vol. III. There are 
many wheel-barrows and feveral carts on the ilJand, fome 
of which feemed to be ftudioufly placed before captain 
Cook's lodgings every day. The treatment of flaves is aleC) 
mifreprefented; they have not that pernicious influence on 
the education of the inhabitants, which is but too frequent 
at the Cape, and which there fans the fire caufed by the
heat of the climate, 
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ilioot tho~e animals as often as they appear on 1775. 
thefe emmences; and no other command is MA"!'. 
obeyed with greater alacrity, becaufe they are ~ 
ge~erally permitte~ to feafr upon the goat 
which they have killed. We proceeded into 
the country along the fummit of this hill, about 
half a mile, when all at once appeared one of 
the finefr profpeC\:s we had ever feen. It con-
fifted of feveral floping hillocks, covered with 
rich verdure, and interfperfed with fertile val-
lies, which contained gardens, orchards, and 
various plantations. Many paftures furrounded 
by enclofures of frone, were filled with a fmall, 
but fine breed of cattle, and with Englith theep; 
and every valley was provided with a little rivu-
let, many of which probably take their rife near 
two high mountains in the midft of the ifland, 
which are frequently involved in clouds. We 
crolfed feveral hills, and looked down into 
Sandy Bay, which is a fmall cove fituated an 
the oppofite part of the ifland, and defended 
by a battery. The view was here romantic, the 
mountains being covered with thick wild wooos 
to their fummits, and feveral of them, efpecially 
that named Diana's Peak, rifing in the moft 
elegant forms. The rocks and ftones in this 
higher part of the il1and, were quite different 
from thofe in the valley which we had left. Be-
low they bore evident marks of the exiftence 
of a former volcano; but here above, they con-
fifted of a dark grey clayey frone in frrata,. 
or in fome places of lime-fione, and in others 
of an unctuous foft fione, like foap-rock *. 

The 

"" Thefe obfervations do not agree with thore in D,. 
Hawkefworth's Compilation, vol. Ifl. That volcanos are 
always feated in the higheft mountains ~f the country where 
they are found, is an opinion contradicted by many faCts ; 

and 
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1775. The foil which covers thefe ftrata, is in many 
MAY. places a rich mould, from fix to ten inches deep,. 

'--v--J and a variety of plants thrive in it with luxuri.
ance. I found feveral Ibrubs on this excurfion, 
which I had feen in no other part of the world1 
and among ·them were thofe which the inhabit
ants named cabbage-trees, gum-trees,and red ... 
wood; the former thrive in places where the 
ground is very moift; but the latter are always 
found on the ridge of hills where the foil isdry*. 
The cabbage-tree is one of the indigenous fpe
cies, and has rather large leaves; but after ma
ny repeated enquiries, I found that it was never 
made u[e of any other way, than as fuel, and 
that no reafon could be af11gned why it has ob
tained that name. It muft not be confounded 
with the cabbage-tree of America, India, and the 
South Seas, which is a fpecies of palm. 

We were thoroughly wetted leveral times by 
fmart Ibowers, after each of which the heat of 
the fun dried us in a few minutes. \;Ve ftop
ped every nave whom we met on the road, in 
order to enquire of him what treatment he re-

ceived 

and the carrefpondence of angles in oppofite mountains; :, 
not more evident to critical obfervers, than landfcapes 011 

Florentine marbles. Dr. Hawkefworth has generally been' 
unfortunate in his remarks on Nature, as well as in his phi
lofophical digreffions, and often rnifunderfiood M. Pauw and 
de Buffon, from whom he has freely copied without makrng 
~he leafi acknowledgment. If the reader is defirous of know
Ing the true fiate of volcanos, we will venture to refer him 
to Ferber's letters to Baron Born, London, 1776. Rafpe 
Specimen Globi Terraquei, &c. Amfierd. 1763. Alfo Mr. 
Rafpe's Account of fame German volcanos, London, 1776 . 

.. This difference is confequently not owing to the diver
fity of the climate, in various parts of the illand. I have 
feen.ail thefe plants growing at iliort difiances afunder, and 
the ~f1and upon the whole is not fo immenfely high, as to 
admIt of feveral climatt's. S~e Hawkefworth's COIDpilad .. 
on, vol. III, 
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celved from his mafter; being defirous to know 1775. 
whether the publiihed accounts were more to be MA Y. 

relied upon; than thofe of the inhabitants. In '-v---J 
general, we obtained fuch an[wers as were fa-
vourable to thefe happy iflanders, and removed 
the blame which had formerly been thrown on 
them. A. few inde.cd G?mplained that they 
were fpanngly fupplJed wIth food, but this is a 
difadvantage under which I am told, even their 
mafters fometimes labour, being obliged to eat 
faIt provifions at certain feafons. The fituation 
of the foldiersappeared to be by far more irk~ 
fome, they being confined to con:fl:ant faIt-diet; 
of which the Eaft-India Company, it is faid, 
allows very fcanty portions. Their pay is alfo 
very [mall, and made much lefs before it comes 
from England. Thofe who are mof!: induftri· 
ous, obtain leave at times to work for the inha-
bitants, and earn their fubfifl:ence by carrying 
wood for fuel, from the mountains to the town. 
VVe faw fome old grey-headed men employed 
in this manner, who feemed very chearful, till 
we prevailed upon them to fpeak of their hard-
lhips, which they could not do without emotion. 
Al! however mentioned their governor with great 
affection, who is indeed generally efteemed on 
the ii1and, and has the good of the fettlement 
much at heart. 

We returned into the town, defcending along 
the flope of the hill, oppofite to that by which 
we went up, and found ourfe!ves much refreih
ed by our excurfion. The horfes at St. Helena, 
are imported chiefly from the Cape of Good 
Hope and a few are now bred on the ifland; 
they 'are fmall, but travel well in this hilly 
country. 

The next day after breakfaft, the governorThur, 13. 

invited to his country-haufe, a numerous com~ 
VOL. II. I i pany? 
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1775. pany, confifling of the captains and pa1Tengers 
MAY. in our !hip, and the Dutton. Vve rode up the 

'-v-_..1 fame hill which I had afcended in the firft ram
ble and at the diflance of about three miles 
fro;1 the town,,.,,arrived at the place ~ppointed. 
"\Ve were elegantly entertained at a fmall haufe, 
agreeably fituatcd in the midft of a very fpaci
ous garden, where we faw feveral plants of Eu
rope, Africa, and America, and particularly a 
profullon of rofes and lilies, interfperfed with 
myrtle and laurel. Several walks of peach-trees 
were loaded with fruit, which had a peculiar 
rich flavour, different from that of our peaches; 
but all other European fruit-trees throve indif
ferently, and if I was rightly informed, never 
bear any fruit. Vines have likewife been plant
ed feveral times, but'have not fucceeded, on ac
count of the climate; and cabbages and other 
greens, which thrive extremely well, are devour
ed by caterpillars. We walked on all the neigh
boming hills, and faw fame fmoll fpots which 
had been fowed with barley; but this, and all 
other kinds of corn, are generally deftroyed by 
~he rats, which are immenfely numerous on the 
lOand. The ground is therefore laid out in paf
tu.res, of which the vivid verdm:e, in a tropical 
clImate, was really furprifing. We were told 
that [he whole ifland can fupport 3000 head of 
cattle,. but that there were only 2600 upon it at 
that tlme. From the namber of fields which 
we faw unoccupied, we judged that a much 
greater number might find fufficient food; but 
we .were ~ffure~ that the grais does not grow up 
agali1 dUflng WInter, and that a certain number 
of fields mufl: be referved for that [eafon .. The 
beef is juicy, delicious, and very fat, and the 
conft~nt confumption of it prevents the cattle· 
growIng old on the iJ1and. The common furze 

or 
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or gorfe (ulex europceus) which our farmers take ,'775· 
great pains to eradicate, has been planted here, ~ 
and now over-runs all the paftures. The inha-
bitants have found means to draw advantap"e 
from a fhrub, which has univerfally been eftee~-
ed ufelefs and pernicious. The afpect of the 
country was not always fo delightful as it is at 
prefent; the ground waS parched by the incenfe 
heat, and all kinds of herbaae and grafs were 
fhrivelled up. The introduCtion of furze bufhes, 
which throve as it were in defpite of the [un, 
preferved .a degree of moifture in the ground; 
under theIr fhade the grafs began to grow, and 
gradually covered the whole country with a rich 
and beautiful fad. At prefent the furze is no 
longer wanted, and the, people afIiduouily root 
it out, and make ufe of it for fuel, ,which is 
ipdeed very fcarce upon the iiland, though I ne-
ver raw a more <:economical ufe made of it than 
there, and at the Cape. It is really furprifing 
to fee a variety of difhes dreffed, efpecially at the 
laft mentioned fettlement, with no greater fire 
than an Englifh cook would make under a fmalt 
tea-kettle. 

In our return we faw feveral coveys of par~ 
tridges, which are of the [mall red-legged fort, 
common on the coaft of Africa. We likewife 
faw [everal beautiful ring-pheafants, which have 
been introduced into the Wand by the governor, 
together with guinea-hens and rabbits. ~h.ere 
is at prefent a penalty of ·five pounds for kJlllDg 

- a pheafant, by which means they multiply [0 faft, 
that the reftriCtion will foon be needlefs. Seve
ral other ufeful importations might Hill be made~ 
which would contribute to the greater opulence 
of the people. Snail-trefoil and .clover might 
be fowed, which would doubtlefs gIve more fub
ftantial food for the cattle than grafs alone; and 

I i 2. the 



A v 0 Y AGE 
'77 5· the culti vation of pulfe, fuch as carvantes and 
MA Y. Chinefe beans (dolichos jinenjis & phaJeolus mun-
~ go), of which rago is made in the province of 

Georgia, in North Americ;;a *, cannot be too 
frequently recommended. A little perfeverance, 
and a few trials, would eaGly fucceed in deftroy. 
ing the rats and caterpillars, which now devour 
many ufeful plants; and thefe appear to be the" 
principal obftacles to agriculture on the if1and. 
Alfes ought to be carried thither from Senegal; 
where, as Mr. Adanfon fays, they have an excel
lent breed of them. The removal of all kinds 
of goods would be infinitely facilitated by this 
importation; and there are feveral fpots of 
ground, where cattle cannot feed, that would 
be extremely fuitable to animals which are {o 
indifferent in regard to food. 
" We palfed the next day at Mr. Mafon's coun· 
try-houfe, at the diftance of four or five miles 
from the town. We made a circuit, in order 
to go up a high mountain adjacent to Diana's 
Peak, where we collected [orne curious plants, 
though the weather was very rainy. Having 
[een on this excurfion a fmall kind of blue dove, 
which is faid to" have been originally found in 
the country, as well as the red-legged pa~tridge; 
and likewife [orne rice-birds, commonly called 

" paddies (loxia oryzivora), which have been in. 
traduced from the Eaft Indies; we paffed a final! 
farm, about a quarter of a mile from the road, 
where .two Eramins refidcd, who were accufed 
of havmg oppofed the Company's intereft in 

India. 

'" ?""his is equal in goodnefs to the real [_go, which is 
the pnh of a fern in the eaftern iilands of India. The 
North American fort is now well known in England, by"the 
Il~me ~f ~owen's [ago-powder, and the royal aavy is [u?
plIed with It. 
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India. Wheth:::r the crime was real or imaO'ina- J 775. 
fY, remains undetermined; but I could not ~void NiAY. 
taking notice of the different manner in which ~ 
the Dutch and Englilb treat their captives. The 
king of Madure is locked in a dungeon on 
Robben Wand, whereas thefe Bramins are fuf-
fered to be at large, and have a honfe and gar-
dens, with all kinds of provifions, befides feve-
ral Daves to wait upon them. 

In the evening we return::d to town, where 
Mr. Graham gave a ball to the inhabitants. On 
entering the room, I was very agreeably furprifed 
with the great beauty and elegance difplayed in 
a mlmerous circle of ladies; I thought myfelf 
fuddenly tranfported to the moft brilliant capiwl 
of Europe: their features were reglllar, their 
forms graceful, and their complexion perfectly 
fair. To thefe charms we may add an eafy de
portment, a genteel edllcation, a pleaGng flow 
of fpirits, and acutenefs of underftanding, which 
gave conftant life to their converfation, and to
tally banilbed all formal conftraint. The [arne 
company graced another ball the next night, 
which was given by l'vlr. Laurel; and, notwith
ftanding the iliort inten'al which was left for re
pore, we had the [arne rea [on as before to ad
mire their vivacity and activity. The number 
of ladic:s was [0 great; that [orne of them were 
at a lo[s for partners, notwithftanding the pre
fence of many per[ons from on board the two 
ihips in the harbour. On this occaflon we were 
told, that the number of female childcen born 

'in this iOand evident! y exceeds that of males, 
in the [arne manner as it remarkably does at tbe 
Cape ?f Good Hope. It wO.llld l~e an imp')f~
ant clrcumftance to a(<;erta1l1, wnether thIS 18 

always the caic in warm countries, dpcciallyas 
pilllofoplJ,::rs 
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1775· philofophers could not fail to draw many'infer
MAY. ences from thence relative to the domeftic life 

'--v--J of different nations. There proportions are not 
yet well afcertained, even in fome parts of Eu
rope; and where they are determined with forne 
preciiion, they offer feveral curious faCts. In 
England and France the number of male chil
dren exceeds that of females; but in Sweden it 
is the reverfe. The number of inhabitants on 
St. Helena does not exceed two· thoufand per
fans, including near five hundred (oldiers, and 
fix hundred £laves. The greateft extent of their 
ifland is nearly eight miles, and the circuit about 
twenty. By the arrival of the India fhips, which 
they fupply with refrefhments, they are in return 
provided with all [arts of manufactures and other 
neceiTaries; and the Company annually orders 
one or two 6f their ihips to touch there in their 
way to India, in order to fend them a fufficient 
quantity of European goods and provifions, 
which they ftand in need of. Many of their 
naves are employed in catching fifh, which are 
very plentiful; and by the help of thefe, toge
ther .with their cattle, poultry, roots, and faIt 
prov!fio.ns, they fubfift throughout the year. 
Their lIfe feems to pafs along very happily; free 
from the multitude of cares which diftrefs their 
countrymen in England, and bleiTed with quiet 
and content. 

, . The [arne company which had paiTed the even-
0und. 21. mg at the ball appeared at church the next morn. 

ing. The R~v. Mr. Carr, a young clergyman 
of great ment, and of very liberal fentiments, 
pronounced a fenfible difcourfe well [uited to 
hJS audience, and convinced u~ that he has all 
~h~ qu~Jiti~s of an ~:,cellent fpiritual paftor. 
:Ller tne lerrnon we aIDed with the governor; 

and 
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and taking leave of all our friends, whore ~.mia- '77,. 
hie character had endeared them to us in (0 MA,\~. 
fuort a time as that of our fh}y, return.:;d on '---v--J 
board, captain Cook's departure being bonoured 
once more by a (aillte from the caftle. Towards 
night we got under way, in company with the 
Dutton Indiaman, and proceeded to the north-
ward. The Company had (ent an order to St. 
Helena a few months before our arrival, import-
ing that none of their fbips fhonld touch at the 
IDe of Afcenfion, which they formerly u(ed to 
frequent for the fake of taking fame turtles. 
Captain Cook, however, being defirous of vifit-
ing this ifland, parted company with the Dutton 
on the 24th in the evening, after we had all 
dined on board that fllip, and experienced many 
civilities from captain Rice and all his paffengers. 
We came in fight of the land carlyon the 28th Sund. 28. 

in the morning, and having run all day towards 
it, came to an anchor in Cro(s Bay abollt five 
o'clock in the evening. This ifland was firft 
difcovered in 1501, by Joao da Nova Galego, a 
Portugue(e navigator, who named it Ilha de 
NoftraSenhora de Concej~ao. The fame admi-
ral, on his return to Portugal in J 502, difcover-
ed the mand of St. H::lena, which obtained that 
name from the day of the difcovery *. Afcen-
fion was feen a fecond time by Alfonfo d'Albu-
querque on his voyage to India in J 503, and 
then received the name it now bears; but was 
already at that time in the [arne defolate con.di-

tlOn 

>II There particulars are mentioned in a Portug.uefe MS. 
obligingly communicated to .m~ by George ~erry, Efq .. lately 
returned from India and mtrtled, Conqlll/la da Inrllo per , • . c-
huas e oulras Armas, reaes e Evtlngelicos; the author 0!. 

which appears to have been a Jefuit. 
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1775. tion as at pre[ent t. "le rent [everal parties on 
MA Y. t11ore, who paifed the night on the walch for tur-

'--v--J ties, which came to lay their eggs on the fandy 
{hores. The drea' inr:-[s of this ifland [urpaifed 
all the horrors of Eafter If1and and Tierra del 
Fuego, even without the a1l1ftance of [now.. It 
was a ruinous beap of rocks, many of whIch, 
as far as we could di[cern from the /hip, [eem
ed to be totally changed by the fire of a volcano. 
Nearly in the centre of the iiJand riCes a broad 
white mountain of great height, on which we 
diTcerned [orne verdure by the help of our glaifes, 
from whence it has obtained the name of Green 
Mountain. 

Mond.29' We ianded early in the morning among rome 
rocks, the furf being always immen[ely high on 
the great beach; which conGfts of minute fhell
fand, chiefly of a fnowy white, very deep, dry, 
and intolerable to the eyes, when the fun /hines. 
We afcended among heaps of black cavernous 
fione, which perfectly refembles the mofi com
mon .lavas of Vefuvius and Iceland ,~nd of which 
the broken pieces looked as if they had been 
accumulated by art. The lava currents cooling 
very [uddenly, may eafily be imagined to pro
duce fuch an effect. Having afcended about 
twelve or fifteen yards perpendicular, we found 
o~rfel~es ~m ~ great level plain, of fix or eight 
mIles III ClrcUl t, in the different corners of which, 
we obferved a large hill of an exact conical 
1ba~e, ~nd of a reddifh colour, fianding per~ 
fectty m~Lllat~d. Part of the plain between 
thefe COlllC hIlls, was covered with great num-

bers 

t See th~ Voyage of Giovanni-da Empoli on board of 
one of Albuquerque's ihips; Ramufio Raccolta di Viaggi 
vol. I. P.145, editiooof 1563. ' 
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bEm of (maller hillocks, confil1:ing of the (arne '775. 
wildand ragged lava, as that near the (ea and MAY.' 
ringing like gl~[s when two pieces are kn~cked '---y---J 
together. The gr<;>und between the heaps of la~ 
va, was covered with a black earth on which we 
walked very firmly; but where thefe heaps' did 
not appear, the whole was a red earth, which 
was fo lo?[e, and in [uch dry minute particles, 
that the wmci rmfed clouds of duft upon it. The 
conic hills confifted of a very different fort of 
lava, which was red, foft, and crumbling into 
earth. One of thefe hills ftands directly in front 
of the bay, and has a wooden crofs on its fum-
mit~ from whence the bay is {aid to take its 
name. Its fides are very (teep, but a path near 
three quar.rers of a mile long, winds round it to 
the fum mit. After examining this remarkable 
country a little longer, we concluded with a 
great degree of probability on our fide, that the 
plain on which we froad, was once the crater or 
feat of a volcano, by the accumulation of whofe 
cinders and pumice-ftones, the conic hills had 
been gradually formed; that the currents of lava 
which we now faw divided into many heaps, had 
perhaps been gradually burilid in frelli cinders 
and allies, and the waters coming down from the 
interior mountain in the rainy feafon, had fmooth. 
ened every thing in their way, and filled up by 
degrees the cavity of the crater. The rocky 
black lava was the refidence of numberlcfs men 
of war birds and boobies, which fat on their 
eggs, and fuffered us to come clofe to then~o 
The men of war birds in general, have a pro~h-
gious pendulous ikin, of a bright red, whIch 
they can diftend to the fize . of a. man's ha~d, 
and which refembles the pelican's pouch, bemg 
perhaps intended for the fame purpo!e by na-

ture, 
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1775· ture. On all this rocky ground, we did not 
MAY. meet with more than ten ihrivelled plants, 
~ which were only of two [arts; one a [pecies of 

[purge, the other a bind-weed (euphorbia origa
noides, &1 convalvulus PfS caprce). We return
ed on board at noon, where we raw only fix 
turtles which had been caught over night, their 
laying feafon being almoft at an end. The 
officer who had been rent to the eafiward, 
found the wreck of a ihip there, which appear
ed to have been partly con[umed by fire, and 
was probably run on ihore by the p~ople, in 
order to fave their lives. The diftreifed fituation 
to which fuch a ret of men muft have been re
duced, in this barren iiland, before a ihip 
could take them up, drew an exprefIion of pi ty 
even from the failors. But their. misfortune 
was now become our advantage; for our provi
fion of fuel being very low, captain Cook rent 
his boats to take in a [ufficient quantity of the 
timbers of this wreck. 

About eight in the evening, it being then 
quite dark, a [mall veifel came into the bay, 
and anchorfd direaIy within us. Captain Cook 
having hailed her repeatedly, received in an
[wer, that ihe was the Lucretia, a New York 
iloop, which had been at Sierra Leon, and was 
now come to catch turtles, in order to [ell them 
at the windward iflands of the Weft Indies. 
A lieutenant was rent on board, who learnt 
from the mafier, that he had taken our ihip to 
be a Fn:nch Indiaman, and was very defirous 
of trading with Engliih India fhips, in which 
l:e was difappointed by the Company's regula
tIons. He dined with our officers the next day, 
but on the 3 I ft at day-break, left the iiland. 

Tue( 30. On the 30th in the morning, we landed a [e~ond 
tIme, 
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time, and croffing the plain, arrived at a pro- 177<;. 
digious lava current,. interfetted by many chan- MAY. 

nels, from fix to eight yards deep, which bore '--v--J 
thong marks of being worn by vall: torrents of 
water ;. bu~ were at pre[ent perfettly dry, the 
fun bemg m the northern hemifphere. In thefe 
gullies we found a {mall quantity of foil, con-
fifting of a black volcanic earth, mixed with 
fome whitifh particles gritty to the touch. Here 
we ~aw fome [mall bunches of purQanc, and a 
fpecles of gra[s (pmzicum .IanguilZeum) which 
found fuffici"ent nutriment in the dry foil. Hav-
ing at laft with great fatigue, climbed over this 
extenfive and tremendous current of lava, which 
was much more folid than the heaps nearer to 
the fea, we came to the foot of the green moun-
tain, which even from the fhip's place in the 
bay, we had plainly diftinguifhed to be of a 
different nature from all the reft of the coun-
try. Thofe parts of the lava which furrol1nded 
it, were covered with a prodigious quantity of 
purflane, and a kind of new fern (lo1Zchitis ad
fcenjiollis) where {everal flocks of wild goats 
were feeding. The great mountain is divided 
in its extremities, by various clefts into {everal 
bodies, but in the centre they all run together, 
and form one broad mars of great height. The 
whole appears to confift of a gritty tophaceous 
lime-feone, which has never been attacked by 
the volcano, but probably exifted prior to its 
eruption; its fides are covered ~ith .a kind of 
graiS, peculiar to the ii1and, whl~h Ll!1nreus has 
named ariJiida aJcmjionis. We hkewlfe obferv
ed fev-eral flocks of goats feeding on i~; but 
they were all exceffively {by, and ran with [Llr
prillng velocity along tremendous precIpIces, 
where it was impof11ble to follow them. The 

mafter 



A v 0 Y AGE 

1775. mafter of the New York floop acquaii1ted U1!, 
MAY. that there is a fpring of water on one part of 

'---v---J this mountain, which falls down a great preci~ 
pice, and is afterwards abforbed in the fand. I 
am almoft perfuaded that wi th a little trouble, 
Afcenfion might iliortly be made fit for the re· 
iidence of men. The introduCtion of furze 
(ulex europceus), and of a few other plants which 
thrive beft in a parched foil, and are not likely 
to be attacked by rats or goats, would foon have 
the fame effeCt as at St. Helena. The moifture 
attraCted from the atmofphere by the high 
mountains in the centre of the iDand, would 
then no longer be evaporated by the violent ac
tion of the fun, but colleCt into rivulets, and 
gradually fupply the whole Wand. A fod of 
gra{fes would every where cover the furface of 
the ground, and annually encreafe the ftratum 
of mould, till it could be planted with more 
uCeful vegetables. 

We returned gradually to Crofs Bay, in the 
heat of noon, over the plain, having a (pace of 
more than five miles to traver(e, where the fun 
burnt, and bliftered our faces and necks, and 
heated the foil to fuch a degree, that our feet 
were likewife extremely {ore. About three 
o'clock we arrived at the water's fide, and after 
bathing in a fmall cove among a few rocks, we 
made the fignal for a boat, and were taken on 

Wedn·3I.board. The next forenoon we made another 
fmall excurfion, in company with captain Cook, 
towards the Green Mountain, but we were all 
of us (0 much fatigued that we could not 
reach it. vVe made no new obfervations in the 
courfe of this day, the nature of the ifland 
being dreary beyond defcription, in its outfkirts. 

In 
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In the afternoon we hoifted in all our boats, 1775· 
and fet fail, having taken twenty-four turtles, MAY. 
weighing from three to four hundred pounds "-v--J 
each. They lafted us three weeks, one and 
fometimes two being killed every day, and 
the 1bip's company receiving as much as they 
could eat of this wholefome and palatable 
food. 

C HAP. 



494 A v 0 Y AGE 

C H A P... VIII. 

Ru1Z from AjCCllji01Z, paft the Ijland of Fernandl] 
da Noronha, to tbe A[ores.-Stay at Fayal.
Return to En913nd. 

'-' 

1775· A FTE R leaving A[cenfion we made a 
~ good deal of wefting, in[omuch that we came 
friday 9. in fight of the Wand of Fernando da Noronha; 

near the coaft of Brafil, on the 9th of June, 
about one o'clock in the afternoon. Tile lon
gitude of this if1and being hitherto unfettled, 
captain Cook only ran in fight of it, in order 
to determine its true fituation. Americo Vef
pucci, whofe name has fince been given to the 
continent, of which he was one of the firft dif
coverers, fell in with this if1and in his fourth 
voyage, {o early as the year 150 2 'if; but in 
what manner it received its prefent name re
mains unknown. In I7 33, the French India 
Company made a {mall fettlement on it, but 
the Portllgllefe laid claim to it, and took pof
feillon of it, in 1739 t. According to the' 
charts of the French, all the interior part of 
t_he if1and confifts of extenfive plains, which are 
iurrounded by {everal hills along the fea-fhores :1:. 

We 

"" See Ramulio Raccolta di Viaggi, &c. tom. I. p. 129. 
t Don Antonio Ulloa's Voyage to South America, vol. 

II. may be confulted, where fome account of the Portuguefe 
fettlement is inferted. 

~ A very. fi?e plan of the iiland is publilhed in M. Bua
che 5 map, mtltled, Carte de la Partie de I'Ocean 'Vers 
fF'luateur entre les Cotes d'Afri'lue f.5 d'Amerique, 1737. 

This 
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We approached it on the eaft fide, and then 1775. 
hauled clofe round the Iile of Rats which lies ] UNE. 

off its N. E. point, and looked i~to the Bay ~ 
of Remedios, which is furrounded by five 
forts, fome on Fernando Noronha itfelf and 
one on a rock which lies off the N. E: end. 
The iiland appeared very well wooded in all 
parts, and fome of its mountains had much 
the appearance?f ~eing volcanic, though they 
were covered with nch verdure, which did not 
fhew the leaft marks of cultivation. The five 
forts in fight hoifted their colours at once, and 
one of them fired a gun. We likewife hoifted 
our colours, fired a gun to leeward. and in-
ftantly putting about, ftood away to tt ~ north-
ward. 

On the I I th we croffed the line, after fpend- Sund. 1[. 

ing two years and nine months to the {Juth of 
it. The calms which are ufual in its neighbour-
hood did not' retard our cour~, till we had 
gained near four degrees of north latitude, and 
lafl:ed from the r 4th to the 18th, when the N. 
E. trade-wind fet in., after we had amufed our· 
{elves with catching fome {harks and a porpeffe, 
which the crew feafted upan. Of a very nume-
-rous col!ection of live animals, which my fa-
ther had collected at a great expenee ar the 
Cape of Good Hope, nearly one half p::rifhed 
before we reached there latitudes. Being da....,..... 
firous of preferving the reft, he was obliged to 
put himfelf to another expenee, in order to ref-
cue them from the malice of the failors, who 

had 

This map was publifhed with a view: to prove, that ce:
taifl Iho:J.ls (now well known not to eXlft~ caufed the va,n
OilS currents obferved in that part of the lea; and the trI?e 
of French pbilofophers have built many fyfrems upon It, 

which are confequentl y very ill !upported. 
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1775. had ilily and enviouily killed moft of thofe which 
] U N E. he had loft before. 
~F 'd The trade-wind carried us out of the torrid n ay 30 . • 

. 'zone in twelve days, and lafted us five days 
more; the fun, which commonly regulates the 

JULY. extent of this wind,being in the nQrthern figns. 
Tuer 4. On the 4th of July we met with fquaIls and 

calms alternately; and the next day had a dead 
calm, which lafted undifturbed during two days, 
and was intermixed with light airs for the two 
following days. The latitudes where thefe calms 
chiefly reign, are named the horfe-latitudes by 
mariners, who frequently cro[s the ocean,. from 
Europe to America, becaufe they are. fatal t~ 
horfes and other cattle~ which are tranfported 
to the laft mentioned continent; inftances fre4 

quently happening, when the calms have laft
ed a whole' month' widlOut being interrupted, 
except by light airs of a few hours dura
tion. 

Having obtained a fair wind on the 9th, we 
direded our comfe towards the A~ores, com
monly called the Weftern Wands in Engliili 
charts; and on the J 3th, at four in the after
noon, faw the Wand of Fayal. Early the nex;t 

Friday 14.morning we {toad in for the land, and gradu
ally carne in fight of the lofty Wand of Pica, 
of which the ikirts appeared to be covered with 
verdure and habitations. Towards feven we 
drew near the road or bay on the Wand of 
Fayal, where fhips commonly anchor. The 
~ortug;uefe mafter. of the port came off to us 
In a lmall boat, In order to point out a fecure 
place of anchorage, where three veffels were al~ 
ready moored. H::: acquainted us in French, 
that one of thefe, a fnow under Portuguefe co
lours, had lately arrived from Para in the Bra
fils, having, through the ignorance of her con-

duCtOl\ 
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duCtor, milled the Cape Verd Iflands, to which '775. 
{he was bound. Another fmall velfel which JULY. 

did not {hew any colours, was a Nor~h-Ame-~~ 
riean floop. The third was the Pourvoyeule, 
a French frigate, whofe captain, M. d'Eftelle 
with great politenefs fent a lieutenant on board' 
to offer his fervices to captain Coole Afte; 
coming to an anchor, an officer was fent on 
fhore to the commandant of the fort, in order 
to make tbe ufual enquiry with regard to the 
falute; but after being detained feveral hours, 
he was told that the fort always retnrned two 
guns lefs than it received, for~hich reafon we 
did not think prop'::r to > pay the compliment . 

. The American floop fet fail in the afternoon. 
being greatly apprehenflve of fome mifcbance 
from us, though we were inclined to be at peace 

,with all the world. 
The appearance of the town, from the rea 

fide, made nearly the [arne impreflion on us, 
as that of Funchal in Madeira. It lies along 
the {hore of the bay, and rifes in the form of an 
amphitheatre upon the hill, with an ea[y flope. 
Its churches, monafteries, forts, and flat-roofed 
hou[es, which are for the greatefr part white, 

-produce a very pleaflng effeCt. The hills be
yond the town are fome of the richefr that na
ture and indufrry ever adorned. They were at 
this time loaded with ripe corn fields, inter[perf ... 
ed with gardens, groves, and various buildir:gs, 
which bore evident marks of a great populat1on~ 
and raifed every idea of plenty. There are 
two forts which command the bay, one at each 
extremity of the town, but the iouthernmoft is 
. the mofr confiderable. 

Immediately after dinner captain Cook, ac~ 
companied by my father and myfelf, ~ent on 
fhore at the foot of the fouth::rn fort. Vi e were 

VOL, II, K k nOl 
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1775· no fooner landed than we plainly difcovered 
]uI:Y. from what motives the Portugue[e had refufed 

'--.-v-J to return an equal falute. The cannon refted 
on rotten carriages, which it was not prudent to 
expore to the iliock of a difcharge; and the 
greater part of them were placed on a rampart, 
which was infinitely too narrow to be for ufe. 
Befides this, we were afterwards informed, that 
the expence of powder, upon fuch occafions, 
was deemed fuperfluous by the prefent recono
mical miniUry in Portugal. vVe walked through 
great pa~t of the town, which is named Villa 
da Horta, andilf:xtends a mile and a quarter in 
l::ngth cOilfifting chiefly of one irregular fireet, 
interfeded by a few fmallianes. The pavement 
is made of large frones, and tolerably clean, be
ing liltle frequented. The hOl,lfes are contrived 
exaaly in the fame manner as thofe of Madeira, 
with projeaing balconies which are roofed at the 
top, and have lattices that may be lifted up 
occaGonally, fupplying the place of windows. 
After we had vifited the churches, of which 
there are three, dark and Gothic like thofe of 
Madeira, we were conduaed to Mr. Dent, the 
Englifh deputy-conful, who received us very 
kindly, and offered Mr. Wales, my father, Mr. 
Hodges, and myCelf a lodging in his houCe dur
ing our fray. He accompanied us next to the 
different convents within the town. One of 
thefe belongs to the Francifcan Cordeliers, who 
are twenty in number, befides feverallay-bro
thers; and, according to their own account 
te~ch rhetoric, philo~ophy, and divinity to th~ 
children of the mhabltants. Another, fituated 
on an emin':nce, contains twelve Carmelites, with 
their lay-brothers. The third lies on a hill above 
t.he town, and belongs to twelve Capuchins, with 
fome lay-brothers. The fourth is placed in the 

beft 
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heft and moft confpicuous part of the town, and 177-5 
was formerly t?e college of the Jefuits, but is JULY. 

~ow .converted m~o a court of juftice, a part of'--v--J 
It bemg referved lor a public [choo!. It cannot 
he expeCted that learning Ihould flourifb in all 
thefe dreary cells. The monks be.ir:g here entirely 
qlt off from the means of acqUlnng knowledge, 
are content to live comfortably and agreeably 
without undergoing the fatigues of ftudy. Th~ 
two nunneries next attraCted our attention; the 
one is dedicated to St. John, and contains O~1e 
hundred and fifty nuns of the order of St. Cla-
ra, with as many fervants. They wear a long 
cloak, of dark brown ferge, over another of 
white calli cae. Eighty or ninety nuns, of the 
order of NoJIa Senhora de Conceiliao, occupy 
another convent, with an equal number of fer-
vants. They wear white dreJIes, and have a 
piece of blue filk fixed on the breaft, together 
with an image of the Virgin on a filver plate. 
The reception which we met with at their 
grates was very polite; but we could not con-
verfe with them for want of knowing their lan-
guage. Their pronunciation was very foft, 
and in a finging tone, which we Ihould have 
taken to be affeCted, if we had not afterwards 
found it general among all ranks of people. 
The features of fame were very agreeable, and 
their complexions fairer th~n we ~~peCted, 
though in general rather langUId. RehglOn had 
not yet fo entirely occupied their breaft, as t.o 
extinguilh every fl?ark of co~poreal fire; theU' 
eyes, which were mdeed their fin eft feature~~ 
ftill betrayed an attachment to nature; and If 
there is truth in the hundredth part of the ac-
counts which we heard at Fayal, love reigns 
with abfolute fway in the midft of their cloif-
ters. 

K k z After 
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I '77,. After walkino- about till (untet, we returned 
J LI LV. to Mr. Dent's h~u[e, and were introduced to a 

'--v-- Portugude priefl, who rpok;e Latin better than 
all th~· ffiars in the different convents, imd ap
peared to be a very intelligent man, whore in
quifitive turn of mind had got the better of 
many prejudices which were common _ among 
his countrymen. He communicated to us a 
'Spaniih literary and political journal, which is 
read at pre(ent throughout the Portuguefe domi
nions; the prime minifter having prohibited the 
printing of any kind of gazette or news-paper 
i,1 Portugal. ' This regulation greatly contri
butes to keep that kingdom in profou~d igno
rance, which is the only [ecurilY of an oppref

'hI!:: government. 
The next morning we paid a vifit to the of

fic~rs of the French frigate, who lodged at the 
houte of Mrs. Milton, an Englifh 'woman, and 
a widow. This good lady, hearing we had 
been round the world, fhed, a flood of tears, 
and told us that our arrival put her in mind 
of the cruel death of one of her fans, who had 
embarked in captain Furneaux's {hip, and was 
cnc of thofe unfortnnate men that were killed 

; and devoured in New Zeeland. The circum
·ftances with which his untimely fate was at
tended, are much more horrible, ~ccording to 
the ideas we imbibe by education, than thofe 
of any other manner of death, and could not 

','failof making a deeper imprefEon on the un· 
happy parent. Her grief was likewife of that 
genuine kind, to which no feeline heart can re
fufe a fympathetic tribute; anl'it taught us 

. ~o reflect, how many mothers ilEurope, and 

.m the South Seas, have had rea[on to wail the, 
~o[s ot:. ~heir C;ns, and to execrate the enterpriz~ 
mg fpmt of mankind. Mrs. Milton, refleCting 

on 



· R 0 U N D T FI E W 0 R L D. 50r 

on the many calamities which had embittered [775. 
her life, was reColved to feeule reDO:e and han- JULY. 
piners for her: daughter, by placi;lg her in o{1e '--v---J 
of the nunnenes of Fayal ; without eonfiderina 
at the fame time, that the world has cli1rm~ 
at the age of fourteen, wqich lofe theirattraCtive 
power at fifty. Her daughter was handrome 
enough to dilpute the palm of beauty with all 
the Portuguele ladies at Fclyal. Oll::· of our 
officers, therefore, undertook to difILlade Mrs. 
Mil,on from her projc1, and auured her, in 
very blunt terms indeed, that fo far f~om do-
ing a meritorious action, fhe would incur the 
eternal difpk:1fure of Heaven. Whether a lea-
man's admonition could have much effeCt I 
leave the reader to determine; Mrs. Milton, 
however, received it with gGod humour; and 
the converfatioi1 which follo-.ved, gave a con-
vincing proof, that religious motives were 
not fo urgent, in behalf of her daughter's con
finement, as thofe of.private irrtereft. 

From hence we took a walk: upon the hills 
beyond the. town, and found the ground ex
tremely well cultivated, all the .fields being en
eloled by walls of ftone, in emle plaCeS cement
ed together, in others only wrapped in mols. 
The people chiefly [ow wheat of the bearded 
fort, of which the ears were very large, and 
the ihaw of no we at length. Befides this, they 
have likewife barley, which was already houfed ; 
and maize, or Indian corn, which grows in 
forne places under fine groves of chelnut-trees, 
that greatly adorn the country;. but. where i,t 
frands in open fields, they mIx It WIth Frencn 
heans. Near the cottages we found [orne fields 
of cucumbers, gourds, melons, and, water-me
lons, together wi~h [aiTl.or, which the Portu
auele ·employ to colour their ea~ables yellow. 
b T~~ 
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1775· Their orchards fupply them with lemons, 

] U LY. oranges, plums, apricots, figs, pears, and ap~ 
~ pIes. They have few cabbages, and their car~ 

rots degenerate, and turn white, which obliges 
them' to fend for frefh feeds to Europe every 
year. They plant abundance of potatoes by 
the exprefs command of the government, and 
fell them very cbeap, becaufe they do not like 
to eat them. Large [weet onions, and garlick, 
the favourite greens of the Portuguefe, are 
plentiful on the if1and; together with the fola~ 
1zum lycoperfico1Z, the frni t of which they call 
tomatos, and likewife abundance of ftrawber~ 
Ties. There are a few vineyards on the ii1and. 
but the quantity of wine which is made is in
confiderable, and its quality very indifferent. 
Their oxen are fmall, but the meat very good, 
though they are employed to draw the plough 
and the cart. Their fileep are likewife of a 
very fmall breed, but the mutton well tafted. 
Their goats and hogs are long-legged; and be
fides thefe, they keep abundance of poultry of 
all forts. Their horees are fmall and ill-looking; 
but affes and mules are more numerous, and 
perhaps more ferviceable in this hilly ii1and. 
The roads are much better than at Madeira, 
and every thing, upon the whole, bears evident 
marks of greater induftry. The deafening noife 
made by their carts is, however, very difa
greeable, and owing to their aukward conftruc
tion. T~e wheels are formed of three large 
clum[y pieces of wood, bound by iron, and 
fal1:ened to a ftrong axletree, which moves there
fore together with the wheels, and turns in a 
round hole made throuo-h a fquare piece of 
wood, which is tranfverf~ly fixed to the bottom 
of the cart. The cotiages of the common peo
ple are built of clay, and thatched vyith fhaw ; 

~r;d 
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ahd are [mall, but cleanly and CO)!. The in- 1775. 
habitants were in general fairer than thofe of JULY. 

Madeira; their features, though fimilar, were "--v--J 
however fomewhat fofter; and their drefs was 
in general much more decent and comfortable 
ccmfifting of coarfe linen fhirts and drawers' 
with blue or brown jackets, and boots on th~ 
legs. A 010rt jacket and petticoat is the drefs 
of the women, whofe hair is tied in a bunch 
behind, and whote features ate hot always dif
agreeable. When they go to town, they put 
on a cloak which covers their heads, leaving 
only a [mall opening for the eyes, and is tied 
round the waift. The men likewife add a 
broad-brimmed hat and a doak upon thefe oe-
cafions. Wherever we came we found them 
employed; in the fields reaping their corn, or 
at horne in various other branches of huibandry ; 
ahd hot one idle beggar made his appearance, 
by which nieans the difference between this 
Wand and Madeira became ftill more ftriking. 
We rambled to [orne groves and wild 01rub-
beries on the [ummits of the hills, where we 
found abundance of myrtles growing wild 
among tall a[pen-trees, and great quantities of 
beeches, which being called faya (Iazus) , in 
the Portuguefe language, have, it is [aid, given 
occaflon to name the iiland Fayal. The pro[-
peet from thefe eminences was very delightful" 
the town and road lying as it were under our 
feet, and the ii1and of Pica oppofite, at the 
diftance of two or three leagues. A number of 
canary birds, blackbirds, and other fang-birds 
were heard on all fides; and their harmony was 
the more enchanting, as it pllt us in mind of 
thofe European (cenes nom which we had (0 
long been abfe.nt. The, whole country was 
filled with a vanety of bIrds,. among whIch we 

particularly 
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J 775. particularly noticed prodigious numbers of 

JULY. common quails, fome American woodcocks, an.d 
L-y--....i a fmall (pecies of hawks, from whence thIs 
\ group of iflands was named A~ores, that being 

the l'ortugue{e name of a hawk. The prodi-
gious heat of the day obliged us to return to 
the town about noon, and to take fhelter in 
the lofty cool rooms of the conful's houfe. I 
was however too much pleafed with the ap
pearance of the country to pafs the whole af
ternoon in town, and therefore accompanied 
Mr. Wales, Mr. Patton, Mr. Hodges, and Mr. 
Gilbert on another excurfion. We paffed by 
the Capuchin monaftery of St. Antonio, which 
is fituated on the hill; and being particularly 
defirous of feeing a rivulet, which would natu
rally embellifh the land[cape where it flowed, 
we engag~d two lively boys to become our 
conductors. We now croiled [ome romantic 
hills and groves, where Mr. Hodges took feve
ral ~etches, and Joan opened a fine rich plain, 
laid out in corn-fields and paftures, in the midfl: 
of which lay the village of NoiTa Senhora de la 
Luz, furrounded by groves of a(pen and beech. 
When we had reached this place we feparated, 
and lvir Patton and Mr. Hodges only conti
nued to walk to the rivulet with me. We were 
fomewhat dl[appointed, when we faw a very 
deep and broad bed of a torrent almofl: entirely 
dry, except in one part, where an inconfider
able brook appeared to wind its way among 
th~ rocks and Hones. However, we were pre- ' 
vaded upon by our condudors to go down into 
this hollow) where we foon found a great num
ber of young girls ai1embled about the head of 
the fpring, employed in drawing water. A
man,g them was one who, by her fair com
pleXIOn and drefs, appeared to be of higher 

rank 
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rank than the reft; notwithftanding this, fhe 1775. 
h~d no man~er of advantage over her compa- JULY. 

nlOns, but hke them filled her pails with water "-v--J 
from the fountain. \Ve could not help being 
pleafed to find the remains of patriarchal Gm-
plicity ~mong a civilized people, where the 
fupenonty .of rank is commonly marked by 
pude and mdolence. From hence we walked 
along the bed of the ri vel', which we were told 
is filled to the top in wimer, when heavy rains 
ufually happen in this ii1and. The people told 
us they expeB:ed a fhower, and had, for that 
rear on, laid great quantities of flax in blln-
dIes into the dry bed of the torrent, in or-
der to be foaked. This flax appeared to be 
long, and of a good quality, and is manufac-
tured into coarfe linens on the ifland. We 
came back to town much fatigued, when it 
began to grow dark, after having called at a 
peafant's houfe on the road, where we drank 
[orne of the common wine of the country, which 
has a bitter tafte, but [eems to be very whole-
[orne. The rain, which the people expeB:ed, 
really ret in as [oon as we were returned; and 
I was told it would be of infinite value to the 
iflands at this fearon, by f welling the grapes 
with juice, which otherwife remain no bigger 
than currrants. During my abfence, my father 
had converfed with feveral Portuguefe, efpeci-
ally with the cIerg~man I mentj~ned before, 
from whom he obtamed fome particulars rela-
tive to the Al?ores, which have enabled me to 
give the following account of them. 

The Acores were firil difcovered by fome 
Flemifh !hips, in 1439, when feveral families 
of that nation fettled at Fayal, where one of 
the pariOles !till bears the name of Flamingos. 
For this reafon furne of the old geographers have 

called 
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J 775. calIed them the Flemifh Wands. In '447, the 

] ULY. Portuguefe dif<,::ovcred the iila?d of St. Maria, 
'--v--J which is the eafternmoft of tl1lS group, then St. 

Miguiel (Michael) and next Terceira. Don 
Gonzalo Velho Cabral, commander of Almuros, 
fettled on Terceira in 1449, and founded the 
city of Angra. The iilands of St. George, Gra
tiofa, Pico, and Fayal, were likewife fucceilively 
feen, and fettled; and laft of all, the two weft
ernmoft of the group, were difcovered, and nam
ed Flores and Corvo, from the abundance of 
flowers on the one, and of crows on the other. 

Thefe il1ands, which are all fertile, and at 
prefent inhabited by an induftrious race of 
people, are commanded by a governor-general, 
who refides at Angra in Terceira. The prefent 
governor is Don Antonio da Almada, who is 
univerfally efteemed on account of his good-na
ture, and abhorrence of all kinds of extortion 
and oppreilion. Inftead of accumulating a for
tune in his paft, he has fpent much more than 
his income, living in great fplendor on purpofe 
to benefit the iilands, for which rearon he was 
continued fix years in his government, though 
it is cufiomary to keep it only three years in the 
fame hands. His [ucce{for, Don Luis de Tal 
Pilatus, was however daily expeCted from Lif
bon, together with a new bifhop of Angra. The 
bifhop's diocefe extends over all the Aerores, and 
he has twelve canons in his cathedral. His in
come is paid in wheat, and confifts of 300 muys, 
or meafures of ,twenty-four bufhels. Each mtly 
at the loweft IS worth, four pounds fterIing. 
confequently he has at leaft twelve hundred 
pounds fterling a year. Every iiland is com
manded by a Capitan .A1or, who is a kind of 
deputy governor, or commandant and direCts 
the police, mili:ia, and Fevenue.' A Juiz or 

judge, 
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judge, . is at the head of the law department in 1775. 
every liland, fro~ whom they appeal to a high- JULY., 
ercourt at Tercelra, and from thence to the fu- '-v--J 
preme court at Lillion. The naLives of thefe 
il1ands. are faid to be very quarrelfome, and have 
law-fults conftantly depending. 

The iile of Corvo, is the leaft of the A~ores, 
and contains fcarcely fix hundred inhabitants 
who. chiefly cultivate wheat, and feed hogs, ex: 
portIng annually a fmall quantity of bacon. 

The iDe of Flores is fomething larger, more 
fertile and more populous. Its exports amount 
to fix hundred 1nUYS of wheat, be fides a quantity 
of bacon. Eut as no wine is made in both thdi! 
iflands, the inhabitants are obliged to import a 
quantity for their confumption from Fayai. A 
large Spaniih /hip of war, richly laden, was loft 
upon the eoaft of Flores many years ago; her 
crew and all her treafures however were faved. 
Thefe Spaniards introduced the venereal difea[e 
upon the ii1and, where it was never known be
fore, and their riches being an irrefiftible temp
tation with many women, every individual inha
bitant was foon infetl:ed. To expiate this crime 
in fome mea/orc, they have built a church at 
a great expenee, which is now reckoned the 
handfomeft building in all the A~ores. The 

-evil has however maintained its ground, and as 
in Peru) or in fome parts of Siberia, no inha
bitant of Flores is free from it. 

Fayal is one of the larger iflands in the group, 
being nine leagues long from eaft to weft, and 
about four leagues broad. Its pre[ent com
mandant, or Capitan lHor,. is called Senhor 
Thomas Franeifco Brum de Sllveyra ; he has the 
character of a greedy covetous man, ,and alw~ys 
j,ives in the country, in order to aVOId ihewlDg 
civilities to ihangers, or keeping company with 

the 



A v 0 Y AGE 
1775. the inhabita:1ts of the town. The judge of 

JULY. Fayal was then expected from Portugal, with the 
~ new governor-general. The head of the cl~rgy 

on the ifland, is only f1:yled oviedor or auditor, 
and is the vicar of the principal church in the 
t:)wn. 

L;:arning is much difcountenanced at Fayal, 
as i.l all the A«ores, and in Portugal itfelf. 1\1.. 
de Fleurieu with M. Pingre, the French aftro· 
7\Om;er, who went out to try fome time-keepers, 
,Vde not permitted to land their inftruments at 
T(~rceira, it h,:ing apprehended that they meant 
to do fome mi;chief to the ifland *. Upwards 
of t~o years ago, an impofl: of two reyst was 
laid on each Wild!"i of wine, made in Fayal and 
}!ico, which amounts to fomething more than a 
fl1illing per pipe, and produces about one thou
fand pOUL",ds a year. This revenue was to be 
I2. i led under pretence of providing the falary of 
three profeifors, to be eftablifhed at Fayal. after 
undergoing an examination at Lillion. But un
fortunately for fcience, and for the inhabitants 
of the ifland, the money was no fooner collect
ed, than it was applied to a very different ufe, 
and now ferves to pay and fupport the garrifon, 
which nominally' confifts of one hundred, but in 
effect of only forty men, without either difcipline 
or arms. In confequence of this abufe, there 
are at- prefent no public infl:itutions for the 
improvement of children, and thofe only who 
<::a~ afford to pay for inil::uCtion, can give their 
~hlldren a lettered educatIon. There is a pro-

feifor 

,. Our aftronomer·did not expofe himfelf to a refufaI; 
but fixed the quadrant, and obferved in the garden adjoin
ing the con~uI's houfe, unknown to all the Portuguefe. -

t A ~e! IS about the twelfth part of a penny ll:eFling, and 
a canan IS fomewhat larger than a gallon. 
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fc:~or ~ppointed indeed, who has paired the exa- '77:" 
mInatlon;. but as he receiv~s no [alary, he poor- ] FLY. 

1y e~rns his bread by teachIng the rudiments of'--v--J 
LatIn. It ~uf!:. be con fe ired, that the impof. 
upon the WIne, IS not the only one which is m:;:' 
applied in this ii1and. There is another mnch 
more confiderable, of two per cent. laid on aU 
the exports, the produce of which is in.ended 
to maintain the fortifications in good repair. 
However, ic is at prefentthought fit to furrer 
the batteries to decay, and to tranfmit the mo-
ney to Terceira, where it is not better employ-
ed. One tenth of all the produCtions of the 
A~ores belongs to the king, and the f1ngle article 
of tobacco, which is monopolized by the crown, 
brings in a confiderable fum. The poiTeJIion of 
thefe iflands, fmall as they are, can therefore 
never be indifferent to Portugal. 

Wheat and maize are the chief produCts of 
Fayal; and of the former, it [ends feveral fllip
loads to Lillion in plentiful years. Some flax: 
is likewife raiCed there; but the wine known 

. by tbe name of Fayal wine, is all raifed on the 
ifland of Pico, which lies direCl:ly oppofite, :1lld 
has no barboui'. The number of inhabitants in 
Fayal is computed at ! .5000, diftributed in t:ve]'le 
parill1es; and one thIrd of the nu~ber I1ve."L 
the town or Villa da Horta, wluch contams 
three of the above parilnes Its road or bay is reck
oned tolerably fafe in [L1mm'~r, ~llt in wi~ter it 
is open to [outh and [ou.th-eail: wll1ds, which, 1 
was told blow hard at that [eaion. However, 
as the bottom is a good [and, the American 
veffels [ometimes ride there in the worf!: weather. 
by three or four anchors. The wine of Pic? is 
chiefly carried from Fayal to North Amenca, 
and to Braiil. 

The 
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1775. The il1e of Pico has its name from the peak 
JULY. or high mountain upon it, which. is fr~quently 

'--'v--J capt with clouds, and (erves the Inhabitants of 
Fayal nearly the (arne purpo(e as a barometer. 
The ii1and is not only the great eft, but al(o the 
moft populous of the A~ores, containi.ng 30)00 

inhabitants. It has no corn-fields, bemg every 
where covered with vineyards, which have a 
moft enchanting appearance on the eafy flope 
at the foot of the mountain. The corn, and 
other necefTaries for the con(umption of the 
natives, are therefore fupplied from Paya!, moil: 
of the principal families of that if1and having 
large pofTeffions on the oppofite, or weftern part 
of Pico. The feafon of vintage is the fea(on 
of mirth and feftivity, when a fourth, or even 
a third part of the inhabitants of Payal, remove 
to Pico with their families, down to the fmalleft 
domeftic animals. It is affirmed that a quantity 
of grapes, which would yield three thoufand pipes 
of wine, are eaten at that time, every perron in
dulging his tafte with this delicious fruit, though 
no people are more fober and frugal at their 
meals than the Portugue(e. Formerly the vin
tage produced annually 30000, and (ometimes 
in fortunate years 37000 pipes of wine; but a 
kind of difeafe attacked the vines fome years 
ago, which caufed the leaves to drop off, at the 
time when the grapes require to be ilie\tered 
from the [un *. Of late however they have re
covered, and at prefent yield from 18000 ta 
20000 pipes a year. The beft wine is made on 
the weft fide of the il1and, in the vineyards 
wh~ch .bel~ng to the natives of Fayal. That 
which IS rai[ed an the oppofite fide, is converted 

into 

• I fufpect this to be caufed by fome fpecie~ of infects. 
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into brandy, of which one pipe is made from 1775. 
three or four pipes of wine. The beft fort of JULY. 

wi~e is. tart, but pleaCant, and .has a good body, '--v--J 
wh,tcl: Improves greatly by bemg kept; a pipe 
of It IS fold on the fpot for between four and five 
pounds fterling. A fmall quantity of fweet wine 
is likewife made, which they call pajJada, and of 
which the pipe is fold at the rate of [even or 
eight pounds fterling. . 

St. George is a [mall narrow ifland, very fteep, 
and of confiderable height. It is inhabited by 
5000 perfons, who cultivate much wheat, but 
fcarcely any wine. 

Graciofa has a more gentle flope than the 
former, but is likewife very fmall, and chiefly 
produces wheat, having 3000 inhabitants. A 
(mall quantity of indifferent wine is likewife 
made on it, which is converted into brandy; 
from five to fix pipes of wine being required to 
make one pipe of brandy. Graciofa and St. 
George likewife have fome paftures, and export 
cheefe and butter. 

Terceira is the Iargeft ifland, next to Pico, 
of all the A~ores. It is highly cultivated with 
wheat, and likewife produces fome bad wine. 
As it is the refidence of the governor-general, 
and of the fuperior court of juftice, as \veH as 
a billiop's fee, it has fome kind of import.ance 
above the reft. Its inhabitants are comptlted at 
20,000, and its exports confift in wheat, which 
is Cent to Lillion. 

St. Miguiel is likewife of confide:a?le extent, 
very fertile and populous, c0l!tammg a~out 
25,000 inhabitants. They cultIvate no vmes, 
but abundance of wheat and flax. Of the lat
ter they manufatture fuch a quantity of coarfe 
linens that three ihip-loads of them are annu
ally fe'nt to Brafil. The linen is about two feet 

wide, 
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E77S. wide, and tbe va1"a -:Ii of the common fort is fold 
JULY. for about one (hilling and fix-pence, which is to 

'--v---J all appearance a very high price. The principal 
place on this iiland is a city named Ponte de 
Gada. 

Santa Maria is the fouth-eall:ermofl: of all the 
A~ores, and produces plenty of wheat. The 
inhabitants amount to 5000, fome of whom ma
nufacture a kind of coar[e earthen ware, with 
which they fupplyall the iflands. They have 
likewife built two fmall (hips lately, of wood 
\vbicb grew in their own iiland. / . 

I flatter myfelf that the above particulars, 
though infufficient to give a perfect idea of the 
Aifores, will not be unacceptable to my readers, 
efpecially as thefe iDands, being feldom vifited 
by Europeans, are little known, notwithll:and
iug their iliort diftance from us. 

We paffed the Sunday in vifiting feveral 
. churches, and accompanied captain Cook, in 
the afternoon, to the different convents. Each 
of them has a church annexed to it, where we 
commonly faw two pulpits, oppofite to each 
other. It is ufual here, at certain ftated times, 
to allow the devil to defend himfelf in one of 
thefe pulpits, \vhilft he is arraigned in the other; 
but at the fame time it may be fuperfluous to 
mehtion, that Satan is always fure to be defeat
ed, though his opponent were the moll: ignorant 
monk that ever was fattened in a convent. Moft 
of the altars are made of cedar wood, and per· 
fume the whole church very agreeably. In. the 
evening we faw a great proceffion, at which all 
the clergy in town affifted, and where moil: of 
the principal inhabitants likewife took part, by 
walking in black gowns before the Hoft. The 

commercial 

• Portugue[e y~rd. 
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commercial intercourfe with the North Ameri- 1775, 
c,ans [eems t? have abated the fpirit of perfecu- JULY. 
tlOn, of whIch the church of Rome is fometimes "--v--J 
accu[ed in ocher countries, Vlhen the hoft paff-
es, no perfon is infulted, who does not choofe to 
perf?rm an act of ador,ation; and ihangers in 
partIcular are treat~d with a degree of civility 
on thIs fubJccr, whIch ,hey do not meet with in 
the polite bur flavifh metropolis of France. 

We took a walk the next morninO" upon the 
hills to the n,)fthward of the town, Dwl1lch fur
niihed fome of the moft beautiful prof peEts, All 
the roads were lined with tall fl1ady trees, and on 
both fides were corn fi::lds, gardens, and orchards. 
We were able to overlook the whole plain, in 
which the village of Noftra Senhora de la Luz is 
fituated, and beyond it viewed a ridge of hills, 
which lead to the higheft part of the if1and. 
There is a deep circular valley, as I was in
formed by tbe inhabitants, on the fummit of 
one of the hills, about nine miles from the town. 
This cavity is about two leagues in circumfer
ence, and its fides flope uniformly down, cover
ed with a rich herbage, where many [heep are 
grazing in flocks, which, though belonging to 
private perfons, are almoft entirely wild. Rab
bits and quails likewife are plentiful on its fides, 
and at the bottom there is a lake of frdh water, 
well ftocked with wild ducks. The water is faid 
to be about four or five feet deep all over it. 
This excavation, called La Caldeira, or the Ket
tle, from its figure, ~eems to be the crat,=r of a 
former volcano; which becomes fo much the 
more probable, as we know that fome other vol
canos have exifted in the A(iores That remark
able mountain, which rofe to the (tHfnce of the 
fea, forming a new iDand,. in the year 16381 
clore to the if1ands of St. Michael, was doubtleis 

. VOL. II. L I produced 
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1775. produced by the acrion of a very powerful vol
JULY. cano; and though it funk again within a Ibort 

r.....-v--' fpace of time after its formation, yet its momen
tary appearance fufficiently overthrows the affer
tion, that only the higheft peaks of the world 
can have internal fires *. The iOand which ap
peared between Terceira and St. Michael, in 
November 1720, was exacrly of the fame na
ture, - and confirms the above circumftances. 
The lofty fummit of Pico likewife conftantly 
emits a [moke, which we were affured of by a 
Portuguefe captain, named Xaviers, who had 
taken the pains to climb to the top; and this 
fmoke may be feen on fair days at Fayal, very 
early in the morning. Earthquakes are likewife 
very common at all the A~ores, and feveral 
fhod;:s were felt at Fayal three weeks before our 
arrival. It appears therefore that almoft all the 
iOands of the Atlantic Ocean, like thofe of the 
South Sea, have veftiges of former volcanos, or 
ftill contain burning mountains, at this mo
ment. 

We returned to town, after viilting the coun
try-houfe and gardens belonging to one of the 
principal inhabitants, which were contrived with 
more tafl:e than could be expected in this iOand. 
We were extremely fenfible of the heat, which 
was very great at this fearon, though we came 

from 

'" See an account of this remarkable volcano in the Me
moires de l' Acad. dans Paris, de 1721, p. 26. Ibid. 1722 , 

P I~. :Phi~. Tranf abri~ged, vol. VI. p. 154. and Rafpe 
SpeClIllenHlft. Nat. GloblTerraquei. Amft.1763.P.115' 
The laft ~entioned auth.or. has colletled every thing relating 
to the hlteery of volcamc Iflands. known at the time when 
he wrote; and having treated the fubjetl as a man of fci
e~ce a~d genius, his book is very fit to be peru[ed by the 
tnue of {hallow pre~enders to knowkclge, who drefs in bor
Towed plumes, 
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fr?m the torrid zone. 1n general, however, the 1775. 
chma~e of the A'rores IS faid to be very happy, JULY. 
fa~ubnous, and teml='erate., The feverities of '--v--J 
wmter are never felt· the winds indeed are 
fometimes boifl:erous at'that feafon, and the rains 
more freq,nent, but froft and fnow appear onlf 
on the hIgher parts of the peak. The fpring 
and autumn, as alfo the greateft part of fum-
mer, are reckoned delightful; fince a fine breeze 
of wind commonly cools the air fufficiently to 
mitigate the heat of the. [Lln. 

In the afternoon, M. Eftrle.s, the French con
fuI, went with me to the co;)vent of St. Clare, 
where his whole family paid a vifit to his fifters, 
who had taken the veiL I was much furprifed t 
that not even the female relations were admitted 
within the parlour gates, as this degree of rigid 
fequeftration is uncommon. It is cuftomary for 
the nuns to offer their vifitQrs [ome dainties to 
eat, but here they ferved up a whole repaft, 
which cOl'lfifted of feveral rich and lufcious 
dillies .. That the mind can be at eaie, and di1-
pofed to fpiritual meditation, when the body is 
exhaufted with abftinence and watching, feems 
to be improbable; but whether the oppofite ex
treme, the luxury of a well furnillied table, is 
better fuited to that principal intent of monaftic 
life, may be doubted with equal juftice. 

The next day, about noon, havingtaken leave 
of all our acquaintance, we returned on board 
with the confLlI, and feveral Portuguefe, who 
honoured us with their company at dinner; we 
paifed the afternoon very agreeably, their con~ 
verfation being eafy and chearfLlI, the reverfe of 
that haughty taciturnity whic~ .is the gen~ral 
character of the Portuguefe nobIllty.at MadeIra. 
They were put on Ihore in the evemng, and at 

four 
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1775. four the next morning we weighed, and fet fail 
JULY. with a fair wind. 

\.....-v--w d ) V,T e paffed by the iOands of St. George and 
e n. I 9· . fi h fT' Graciofa, and came III 19 to ercelra at noon. 

About three o'clock in the afternoon we failed 
along its north fide, which exhibited the richeft 
corn-fields, and various villages furrounded by 
trees. \\' e took leave of it in the evening, and 
then direCted our courfe to the channel. On 
the 2C)th, at four o'clock, we raw the Start Point 
2nd Eddifl:one light-houfe near it, the fame parts 
of the Englilh {hores which we had laft feen at 

Sund. 30. the beginning of the voyage. The next morn
in?, we paffed through the Needles, and fwiftly 
failing between the Hle of Wight and the fertile 
fhores of Hampfhire, came to an anchor a little 
before noon at Spithead. 

Thus, after efcaping innumerable dangers, and 
fuffering a long {eries of hardlhips, we happily 
completed a voyage, which had lafted three years 
and fix teen days; in the courfe of which, it is 
computed we ran over a greater fpace of fea 
than any fhip ever did before us; finee, taking 
all our tracks together, they form more than 
thrice the circumference of the globe. We were 
likewife fortunate enough to lofe only four men; 
three of whom died by accident, and one by a 
difeafe, which would perhaps have brought him 
to the grave much fooner had he eonjnued in 
England·. The principal view of our expe-

dition, 

.. From the bills of mortality in Europe, it is computed 
that three men in a hundred annually die· according to 
which, we ihould have loft at leaft ten me~. Therefore, 
notwithftanding the bell: precautions may be taken for the fu
tu~e, yet, from the chance or probability of events, another 
ihlp may n?t preferve her men in the Came .proportionas 
ours; .and lt would be extremely raih to Cuppofe that this 
exceptlon cou~~ alwa~s be produced, merely by the propby
ladle, and antlicorbutlcs we had on board. 
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ditiun, the fearch after a fonthem continent ! 775. 
within the bounds of the temperate zone, was JULY, 

fulfilled; we had even fearched the frozen feas '--r--J 
of the oppotite hemifphere, within the antarctic 
circle, without meeting with that vaft tract of 
land which had formerly been fuppo[ed to exift. 
At the fame time, we had made another difco-
very important to fcience, that nature forms 
great maues of ice in the midft of the wide 
ocean, which are deftitute of any {aline particles, 
but have all the ufeful and falubrious qualilies 
of the pure element. At other feafons we ex-
plored the Pacific Ocean between the tropics, 
and in the temperate zone; and there furniihed 
geographers with new iOands, naturalifts with 
new plants and birds, and, above all, the friends 
of mankind with various modificatitms of human 
nature. In one extreme we faw, and not with-
out compaiIion, the dull, hungry, deformed [a-
vages of Tierra del Fuego, incapable of guard-
ing againft the feverities of their wretched cli-
mate, and having their mental faculties reduced 
to that miferable firuation which places them 
next to brutes. In the other, the happier tribes 
of the Society fOands, beautifully formed, placed 
in a delightful climate, which fupplies all their 
wants; fenfible of the advantages of a well-or-
dered fociety, affectionate towards each other, 
and accuftomed to gratify their fen res, even till 
they lead to excefies From the contemplation 
of thefe different characters, the ad van tages, 
the bleffmgs wbich civilization and revealed re-
ligion have diftl.lfed over our part. of the gl~be, 
will become more and more obvIOUS to lbe Im-
partial enquirer. He will acknowledge, witha 
thankful heart, that incomprehenfible goo.dn,ciS 
which has given him a diftinguiflled {llpeflonty 
over fa many of his fellow-creatures, who fol-

low 



A v 0 Y AGE, &c. 

1775. low the impu]Ce of their Centes, without know
JULY. ing the nature or name of virtue; without be-

'--v--i ing able to form that great idea of general or
der, which could alone convey to them a juft 
conception of the Creator. Upon the whole, 
nothing appears more evident, than that the ad
ditions to the ftock of human knowledge which 
have been made during this voyage, however 
confiderable they may be when put in competi
tion with what was known before, are of [mall 
mOiTlent when compared with the immenCe va
riety of unknown objects which, even in our 
prefent confined fituation, are frill within our 
reach, and which, for ages to come, will proba. 
bly open new and extenfive fields, whe~e the 
human foul will have room to expatiate, and dif· 
play its faculties with fuperior luftre. 

--Vedi infieme ['uno e l'altro polo, 
Le fteHe vaghe e lor viaggio torto; 
E vedi, '[ veder noftro quanto e corto! PETRARCA. 

FIN I S. 
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