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T H t ipirit of difcovery, which had long ani .. 
mated the European nations, having, after 

tts arduous and fuccefsful exertions,during ,the 
fifteenth 1lnd fi'Xteenth centuries, gradually fub
tided, and for a confiderable time lain dormant, 
began to revive in Great Britain in the late reign • ; 
and recovered all its former aCtivity, under the 
cheri"lhing influence, and munificent encourage
ment, of his prefent Majef1:y. . 

Soon after his acceffion to the throne, having 
happilyelofed the de1't:ruCl:ive operations of war, 
he turned his thoughts to enterprifes more hU~ 
mane, but not lefs brilliant, adapted to the fearon 
of returning peace. While evety liberal art, and 
ufeful ftudy, flourifued under his patronage at 
home, his fuperintending care was extended to 
fuch branches of knowledge, as required dif1:ant 
examination and inquiry; and his fuips, after 
bringing back viCtory and conqueft from every 
quarter of the known worldJ were now employed 

,.. Two voyages for difcovering a North Well pall"age, through 
~udfon'. Bay, were .tben performed; one under the command 
(,f Captain Middleton, in his Majefty's fhips the "·urnace, and 
the Dif<:overy Pink, in 1'4.1, and 17411. The other under the 
direcuon of Captains'Smlth and Moor~ in the fhip. Dobbs and 
California, fitted out by fubfcrip~ion, in 1746, and 1747. 

VOL. I. a in 
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in opening friendly communications with its hi
therto unexplored recdfes. 

In the profecution of an object fo worthy of the 
Monarch of a great commercial people, one voy
age followed another in clofe fuccefiion. and, we 
may add, in regular gradation. What Byron· 
had begun, Wallis t and Carteret t foon im
proved. Their fuccefs gave birth to a far more 
extenfive plan of difcovery, carried into execution, 
in two fubrequent voyages, conducted by Cook §. 
And that nothing might be left unattempted, 
though much had been already done, the fame 
Commander, whofe profellional !kill could only 
be equalled by the perfevering diligence with 
which he had exerted it, in the courfe of his for
mer refearches, was called upon, once more, to re
fllme, or rather to complete, the furvey of the 
globe. Accordingly, another voyage was under
taken in 1776; which though laft in the order of 
time, was far from being the leaft confiderable, 
with refpect to the extent and importance of its 
objects; yet, fiill, far lefs fortunate than any of 
the former, as thofe o~eets were not accompli~-

• Captain, now Admiral, Byron, hall, unller his command. 
the Dolphin and Tamer. He failed in june ,,64, and returnell 
in May 1766. 

t C~ptain Wa~lis h~d, under his command, the Dolphin and 
Swallow. He fatled In Auguft ,,66, and returned with the 
Dolphin, in May ,,68. ' 

t The Swallow, commanded by Captain Carteret having 
been fepar-dted from Wallis, and, by keeping a differ~nt route 
ha,:in.g made different difcoveries, this may be confidered a~ 
a d,ftmCl: voyage. The Swallow returned to England in March 
,,69, 

§ Captain Cook, in the Endeavour, failed in Auguft 1,6S anI! 
<eturued in july '77" ' 

In his fecond voyage, he had the Refolution and Adventure 
under his command. They failed from England in July 1771; 
and returned on the 30th,of July 1775. 

. ed, 
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td, but at the expence of the valuable life of its 
ConduCl:or. 

When plans, calculated to be of general utility, 
are carried into execlltion with partial views, and 
upon interefted motives, it is natural to attempt to 
confine, within fome narrow circle, the advan
tages which might have been derived to the world 
at large, by an unreferved difclofure of all that 
had been effected. And, upon this principle, it has 
too frequently been confidered as found policy, 
perhaps, in this country, as well as amongft f('me 
of our neighbours, to affect to draw a veil of fe
crecy over the refult of enterprifes to difcover and 
explore unknown quarters of the globe. It is to 
the honour of the prefent reign, that more liberal 
views have been now adopted. Our late voyages, 
from the very extenfive objects propofed by them, 
could not but convey ufeful information to every 
European nation; and, indeed, to every nati
on, however remote, which cultivates commerce, 
and is acquainted with navigation: and that in
formation has moft laudably been afforded. The 
fame enlarged and benevolent fpirit, which or
dered thefe feveral expeditions to be undertaken, 
has alfo taken care that the refult of their va
rious difcoveries 1hould be authentically record
ed. And the tranfactions of the five firft voy
ages round the world having, in due time, been 
communicated·, under the authority of his Ma
jefty's naval Minifter; thofe of the lixth, which, 
befides revifiting many of the former difcove
ries in the Southern, carried its operations into 

'* The account of the four firfi of thefe voyages, compiled by 
Dr. Hawkefworth, from the Journals of the feveral Com
manders, was publilhed in [772, in Three yolumes 9uarto; 
and Captain Cook's own account of the fifth, In [777, In Two 
Volume~ quarto. 

a2 untrodden 
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tmtrodden paths in the Northern hemifphere, art; 
under the fame fantlion, now fubmitted to the 
Public in thefe Volumes. 

One great plan of nautical invetl:igation having 
been purfued throughout, it is obvious, that the 
feveral voyages have a clofe conneCtion, and that 
an exact recollection of what had been aimed 
at, and effeCted, in thore that preceded, will 
throw confiderable light on our period. With a 
view, therefore, to affift the Reader in forming 
a juft eftimate of the additional information con
veyed by this Publication, it may not be impro
p~r to lay before him a lhort, though comprehen
five, abftract of the .. tprincipal objetls that had 
been previou!1y acco'mplifhed, arranged in fuch 
a manner, as may rerve to unite, into one point 
of view, the various articles which lie fcattered 
through the voluminous Journals already in the 
hands of the Public; thore compiled by Dr. 
Hawkefworth; and that which. was written by 
Captain Cook himfelf. By thus lhewing what 
had been formerly done, how much fiill remain
ed for fubfequent examination, will be more ap
parent; and it will be better underftood on 
what grounds, though the lhips of his Majefty' 
had already circumnavigated the world five 
different times, in the courfe of about ten 
years, another voyage lhould ftill be thought ex
pedient. 

There will be a farther ufe in giving fuch an 
abftract a place in this Introdutlion. The plan 
of difcovery, carried on in fo many fucceffive ex
peditions, being now, we may take upon us to 
fay, in a great meafure completed; by fumming 
up the final refult, we lhall be better able to do 
jut1:ice to the benevolent purpores it was defign
cd to anrwer ; and a folid foundation will be laid, 

on 
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on which we may build a fatisfactory anfwer to 
a queftion, fometimes aiked by a peevifh refine
men t, and ignorant malevolence, What beneficial 
confequences, if any, have followed, or are likely 
to follow, to the difcoverers, or to the difcover
ed, to the common interefts of humanity, or to 
the increafe of ufeful knowledge, from all our 
boafted attempts to explore the diftant receffes of 
the globe? 

The general object of the fevera! voyages round 
the world, urnlertaken by the command of his 
Majefiy, prior to that related in this work, was to 
fearch for unknown tracts of land that might 
e~ift within the bofom of the immenfe expanfe 
of ocean that occupies .the whole Southern hemi
fphere. 

Within that fpace, fo few refearches had been 
made, before our time, and thofe few refearches 
had been made fo imperfectly, that the refult of 
them, as communicated to the world in any nar
ration, had rather ferved to cr~te uncertainty, 
than to convey information; to deceive the cre
dulous, rather· than to fatisfy the iudicio~s,inquir
er; by blending the true geography of . ilQOvf< half 
the fuperficies of the earth, with an endlefs va
riety of plaufible conjectures, fuggefted by inge
nious fpeculation; of idle tales,. handed down by 
obfcure tradition; or of bold fictions, invented by 
deliberate falfehood. 

It would have been very unfortunate, indeed, if 
five different circumnavigators of the globe, fame 
of them at leaft, if not all, in tracks little known. 
and lefs frequented, had produced no difcoveries, 
to reward the difficulties and perils uQavoidably en
countered. But the following review will furniili 
(he moft fatisfactory proofs, that his M~iefty's in
ftructions have been executed with ability; and 

toot 
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that the repeated vifits of his (hips to the Southern 
hemifphere, have very confiderably added to our 
flock of geographical knowledge. 

I. 

The South Atlantic Ocean was the firft fcene of 
our operations. Falkland's Iflands had been hi
therto barely known to exift; but their true po
fition and extent, and every circumftance which 
could render their exiftence of any confequence. 
remained abfolutely undecided, till Byron vilited 
them in 1764. And Captain Macbride, who fol
lowed him thither two years after, having cir
cumnavigated their coafts, and taken a complete 
furvey, a chart of Falkland's lt1ands has been con
ftruCted, with fo much accuracy, that the coafts of 
Great Britain, itfelf, are not more authentically 
laid down upon our maps. 

How little was really known of the iOands in the 
South Atlantic, evea, fa late as the time of Lord 
AnCon, we have the moft remarkable proofs, in the 
Hiftoryof his vopge. Unavoidably led into mif
take, by the imperfeCt materials then in the pof-, 
fefiion of the world, he had confidered Pepys's 
Uland, and Falkland liles, as diftinCt places, diftant 
from each other about five degrees-of latitude". 
Byro?'s. refearches .have reCtified this capital error; 
and It IS now dec1ded, beyond all contradiction 
that future 1lflvig,atlJrs 'Wjl~ miJp,end their time, if 
they look for Pepys s Ijland In latItude 47·; it being 
1l0W certain, that Pepys's Ijlaud is no, other thau thefe 
ijla/lds of Falkland t . 

• See Lord Allfoll'~ Voyage, quarto edition, p. 91• 

t There are <;aptam Cook's. words, Preface to his Yl!Jlage, p. 
14,; and .the, eVIdence, on w?,ch he forms this judgment, may 
~e met WIth III Hawkefworth 5 Journal of Byron's Voyage, Vol; 
I. p. ~J, ~4,-51, 5~, 53,54. 

Befides 
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Befides the determination of this confiderable 
point, other lands, fituated in the South Atlantic, 
have been brought forward into view. If the ille 
?f Georgia had been formerly feen by La Roche, 
m 1675, and by Mr. Guyot, in the iliip Lion, in 
1756, which feems to be probable, Captain Cook, 
in 1775, has made us fully acquainted with its ex
tent and true pofition; and, in the fame year, he 
added to the map of the world Sandwich Land, hi
therto not known to exift, and the moft Southern 
difcovery that has been ever accompliilied *. 

11. 
Though the Strait of Magalhaens had been fre. 

quently vifued, and failed through, by iliips of 
different nations, before our time, a careful ex
amination Qf its bays, and harbours, and head
lands; of the numerous illands it contains, and 
of the coafts, on both fides, that inclofe it; and 
an exaCt account of the tides, and currents. and 
foundings, through its whole extent, was a talk, 
which, if Sir John Narborough, and others, had 
not totally omitted, they cannot be faid to have 
recorded fo fully, as to preclude the utility of fu
ture inveftigation. This talk has been ably and 
effectually performed by Byron, Wallis, and Car
teret; whofe tranfactions in this Strait, and the 
chart of it, founded on their obfervations and 
difcoveries, are a moil: valuable acceffion to geo-
graphy. -

III. 
If the correct information, thus obtained, about 

every part of this celebrated Strait, iliould deter 
future adventurers from involving themfelves in 

,. See the Chart of Diftoveries in the SQuth Atlantic. Cook's 
:Voya&e, V()l. ii, p._ 210. 
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the difficulties and embarraffments of a labyrinth, 
now known to be {o intricate, and the unavoidable 
{ource of danger and delay, we have the fatisfac
tion to have:: difcovered, that a fafer and more ex
peditious entrance into the Pacific Ocean, may be 
reafonably depended upon. The paffage round 
Cape Horn, has been repeatedly tried, both from 
the Eaft and from the Weft, and. ftript of its ter
rors. We /hall, for the future, be lees difcouraged 
by the labours and diftreffes experienced by the 
{quadrons of Lord An(on and Pizarro, when we 
recollect, that they were obliged to attempt the 
navigation of thofe feas at an unfavourable feafon 
of the year; and that there was nothing very for
midable met with there, when they were traver(ed 
by Captain Cook. 

To this diftingui/hed navigator was re(erved the 
honour of being the firet, who, from a feries of 
the moft fatisfattory obfervations, beginning at the 
Weft entrance of the Strait of Magalhaens, and 
carried on, with unwearied diligence, round Tierra 
del Fuego, through the Strait of Le Maire, has 
conftruEted a chart of the Southern extremity of 
America, from which it will appear, how much 
former navigators muet have been at a lo(s to guide 
lhem(e1ves, and what advantages will now be en
joyed by thofe who /hall hereafter fail round Cape 
Horn. 

IV . 

. As ~he voyages of difcovery? undertaken by 
hIS MaJefty's command, have faclhtated the accefs 
ef /hips rnto the Pacific Ocean, they have alfo 
greatly enlarged our knowledge of its contents. 

Though the immen(e expanfe ufuallydiftingqi/h
cd by this appellation, had been navigated by Eu~ 

. . ropeans 
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ropeans for near two centuries and a half·, by far 
the greater part of it, particularly to the South of 
the equator, had remained, during all this time, 
unexplored. 

The great aim of Magalhaens, and of the Spa
niards in general, its firft navigators, being merely 
to arrive, by this pa/fage, at the Moluccas, and 
the other Afiatic Spice Hlands, every intermediate 
part of the ocean that did not lie contiguous to 
their Weftern track, which was on the North fide 
of the equator, of courfe efcaped due examination; 
and if Mendana and ~iros, and fome namelefs 
condutl:ors of voyages before them t, by deviating 
from this track, and holding a Wefterly one from 
Callao, within the Southern tropic, were fo fortu
nate as to meet with various iflands there, and fo 
fan~uine as to confider thofe iflands as marks of the 
extf1:ence of a neighbouring Southern continent; 
in the exploring of which they flattered themfelves 
they lhould rival the fame of De Gama and Co
lumbus; thefe feeble efforts never led to any ef
fetl:ual difclofure of the fuppofed hidden mine of 
the New World. On the contrary, their voy
ages being condutl:ed without a judicious plan, 
and their difcoveries being left imperfect with
out immediate fettlement, or fubfequent examina
tion, and fcarcely recorded in any well-authen
ticated or accurate narrations, had been almoft 
forgot; or were fo obfcurely remembered, as only 
to ferve the purpofe of producing perplexing de
bates about their fituation and extent; if not 
to fuggeft doubts about their very exiftence. 

,. Magalhaen's Voyage was undertaken in 1519. 
t See the particulars of thp.ir difcoveries in Mr. Dalrymple'. 

valuable Coll.aion of Voyages in th~ Suuth Pacific Ocean. 

It 
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It {eems, indeed, to have become a very earlJ 
object of policy in the Spanilh councils, to difcon· 
tinue and to difcourage any farther refearches in 
that quarter. Already mafiers of a larger empire 
on the continent of America than they could con· 
veniently govern, and of richer mines of the pre. 
cious metals on that continent than they could con· 
vert into ufe, neither avarice nor ambition furnilh· 
cd reafons for aiming at a frelh acceffion of domi· 
nions. And thus, . though fettled all along the 
1bores of this Ocean, in a fituation fo commodious 
for profecuting difcoveries throughout its wide ex
tent, the Spaniards remained fatisfied with a coafi
ing intercourfe between their own ports; never 
ftretching acrofs the vafi gulph that feparates that 
part of America from Afia, but in an unvarying 
line of navigation; perhaps in a fingle annuallhip, 
between Acapulco and Manilla. 

The tracks of other European navigators of the 
South Pacific Ocean, were, in a great meafure, 
regulated by thofe of the Spaniards; and confe
quently limited within the fame narrow bounds. 
With the exception, perhaps. of two inftances on
ly, thofe of Le Maire and Roggewein, no !hips of 
another nation had entered this fea, through the 
Stait of Magalhaens, or round Cape Horn, but for 
the purpofes of clandefiine trade with the Spaniards. 
or of open hoftility againft them; purpofes which 
could not be anfwered, without precluding any 
probable chance of adding much to our ftock of 
oifcovery. For it was obvioufly incumbent on all 
fuch adventurers, to confine their cruifes within 
a moderate diftance of the Spanifh fettlements; 
in the vicinity of which alone they could hope 
to exercife their commerce, or to execute their 
predatory and military operations. Accordingly~' 
foon after emerging from the Strait, or com-

pletin; 
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pIecing the circuit of Tierra del Fuego, they began 
to hold a Northerly courfe, to the uninhabited 
jfland of Juan Fernandez, their ufual fpot of ren
dezvous and refrelbment. And, after ranging 
along the continent of America, from Chili to Ca
lifornia, they either reverfed their courfe back to 
the Atlantic; or, if they ventured to extend their 
voyage, by ftretching over to Afia, they never . 
thought of trying experiments in the unfrequented 
and unexplored parts of the Ocean; but chofe the 
beaten path (if the expreflion may be ufed), within 
the limits of which it was likely that they might 
meet with a Philippine galleon, to make their voy
age profitable to themfelves; but could have little 
profpect, if they had been defirous, of making it 
ufeful to the world, by gaining any acceflion of 
new land to the Map of the World. 

By the natural operation of thefe caufes, it could 
not but happen, that little progrefs Ibould be made 
toward obtaining a full and accurate knowledge 
of the South Pacific Ocean. Something, how
ever, had been attempted by the induftrious, and 
once enterprifing Dutch; to whom we are indebt
ed for three voyages, undertaken for the purpotes 
of difcovery; and whofe refearches, in the South
ern latitudes of this Ocean, are much better afcer
tained than are thofe of the earlier Spanilb navi
gators above mentioned. 

Le Maire and Schouten, in 1616, and Rogge
wein, in 1722, wifely judging, that nothing new 
could be gained by adhering to the ufual paffage 
on the North fide of the line, traverfed this Ocean 
from Cape Horn to the Eaft Indies, crofiing the 

. South tropic; a fpace which had been fo feldom, 
and fo ineffectually vifited; though popular belief, 
fortified by philofophical fpeculation? expected 
Jhere ~o reap the richeft harveft of dlfcovery. 

6 Tafman, 
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Taunan, in 1642, in liis extenfive circuit from 
Batavia, through the South Indian Ocean, entered 
the South Pacific, at its g~eateft dillance from the 
American fide, where it never had been examined 
before. And his range continued from a high 
Somhern latitude, Northward to New Guinea, 
and the iflands to the Eaft of it near the equator, 
produced intermediate difcoveries, that have ren
dered his voyage memorable in the annals of na
vigation. 

But llill, upon the whole, what was effeded in 
thefe three expeditions, ferved only to fhew how 
large a field was referved for future and more perfe
vering examination. Theirrefults had, indeed, ena· 
bled geographers to diverfify the vacant uniformity 
of former charts of this Ocean, by the infertion 
of fame new iflands. But the number, and the 
extent of thefe infertions were fo inconfiderable, 
that they may be faid to appear • 

. Rari, nantes in gurgite vallo. 

And, if the difcoveries were few, thofe few 
were made very imperfectly. Some coalls were 
approached, but not landed upon; and palfed with
out waiting to examine their extent, and connec
tion with thofe that might exift at no great dif
tance. If others were landed upon, the vifits 
were, in general, fo tranfient, that it wasfcarcely 
pomble to build upon a foundation, fo weakly laid, 
any information that could even gratify idle cu· 
riofity; much lefs fatisfy philofophical inquiry, or 
contribute greatly to the fafety, or to the fuccefs 
of future navigation. 

Let, us, however, do jullice to thefe begin
nings of difcovery. To the Dutch we mull, at 
leall, afcribe the merit of being our harbingers.· 
t,hough we afterward went beyond them in the 

road 
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road they had firft ventured to tread. And with 
what fuccefs his Majefty's !hips have, in their re
peated voyages, penetrated into the obfcureft re
cdfes of the South Pacific Ocean, will appear from 
the following enumeration of th:.:ir various and ve
ry extenfive operations, which have drawn up the 
veil that had hitherto been 'thrown over the geogra
phy of fo great a proportion of the globe. 

I. The feveral lands, of which any account 
had been gillen, as feen by any of the preceding 
navigators, Spani!h or Dutch, have been carefully 
looked for; and moft of them (at leaft fuch as 
feemed to be of any confequence) found out and 
vifited; and not vifited in a curfory manner, but 
every means wed to correct former miftakes, and 
to fupply former deficiencies, by making accu
rate inquiries a!hore, and taking ikilful fmveys 
of their coaas, by failing round them. Who has 
not heard, or read, of the boafted 'Iierra Auftralia 
del Efpiritu Santo of Qgiros? But its bold preten
fions to be a part of a Southern continen tt could 
not ftand Captain Cook's examination, who failed 
round it, and affigned it its true potition and mo
derate bounds, in the Archipelago of the New 
Hebrides·. 

2. Betides perfecting many of the difcoveries 
of their predeceifors, our late navigators have 
enriched geographical knowled~ with a lon~ c~
talogue of their own. The Pacific Ocean, wlthm 
the South tropic, repeatedly traverfed, in every 
direction, was found to fwarm with a feemingly 
endlefs profufion of habitable fpots of land. Hlands 
fcattered through the amazing fpace of near four-

"" Bougllinville, in 1168, did no more tban ~ir~over that t~e 
land. here was not ~onneaed, but compofed of dlands. CaptaIn 
Cook, in )714 explorel1 the whole group. See Cook's Voyage, 
Vol. ii. p. 516.' 

fcore 

xiii 
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{core degrees of longitude, feparated at various flii. 
tances, or grouped in numerous clufiers, have, at 
their approach, as it were, fiarted into exifience; 
and fuch ample accounts have been brought home 
concerning them 'and their inhabitants, as may 
ferve every ufeful purpofe of inquiry; and, to ufe 
Captain Cook's words, who bore fo confiderable a 
/hare in thofe difcoveries, ha'Ue left little more 10 be 
done in that part·. 

3. Byron, Wallis, and Carteret, had each of 
them contributed toward increafing our knowledge 
of the iilands that exifi in the Pacific Ocean, with
iIi the limits of the Southern tropic; but how far 
that ocean reached to the Weft, what lands bound
ed it on that fide, and the conneCtion of thofe 
lands with the difcoveries of former navigators, 
was ftill the reproach of geographers, and remained 
abfolutely unknown, till Captain Cook, during his 
fidt voyage in 1770 t, brought back the moft fa
tisfaCtory decifion of this important queftion. With 
a wonderful perfeverance, and confummate {kill, 
amidft an uncommon combination of perplexi
ties and dangers, he traced this coaft near two 
thoufand miles from the 380 of South latitude, 
crofs the tropic, to its Northern extremity, with. 
in 100~ of the equinoCtial, where it was found to 
join the lands already explored by the Dutch, in 
feveral voyages from their Afiatic fettlements, and 
to which they have given the name of New Hol
land. Thofe difcoveries made in the laft century, 
before Tafman's voyage, had traced the North and 
the Weft coafis of this land; and Captain Cook, 
by his extenfive operations on its Eaft fide, left 
little to be done toward completing the full circuit 
o~ it. B:tw~en Cape .Hicks, in latitude 380, where 
hiS exammatIon of thiS coaftbegan; and that part 

'" Cook's Voyage, Vol. ii. p. :139. 
+ See Hawkcfworth'$ Collel!\ion, Vol. i,ii. 

of 
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of Van Diemen's Land, from whence Tafman took 
his departure, was not above fifty-five leagues. It 
was highly probable, therefore, that they were con
neCled; though Captain Cook cautioufly fays, that 
he could mot determine whether his New South 
Wales, that is, the Eaft Coaft of New Holland, 
joins to Van Diemen's Lond, or no !o. But what was 
thus left undetermined by the operations of his 
firft voyage, was, in the courfe of his fecond, foon 
cleared up; Captain Furneaux, in the Adventure, 
during his feparation from the Relolution (a for
tunate feparation as it thus turned out) in 1773, 
having explored Van Diemen's Land, from its 
Southern point, along the Eaft coaft, far beyond 
Tafman's ftation, and on to the latitude 38°, 
where Captain Cook's examination of it in 1770 

had commenced t. 
It is no longer, therefore, a doubt, that we have 

now a full knowledge of the whole circumference 
of this vaft body of land, this fifth part of the 

. world (if I may fo fpeak), which our late voyages 
have difcovered to be of fo amazing a magnitude, 
that, to ufe Captain Cook's words, it is of a larg
er extent than any other country in the known world, 
that does not bear the name of a conti/tellt t. 

4. Tafman having entered the Pacific Ocean, 
after leaving Van Diemen's Land, had fallen in 
with a coaft to which he gave the name of New 
Zealand. "The extent of this coaft, and its pofi
tion in any direClion but a part of its Weft fide, 
which he failed along in his courfe Northward, be
ing left abfolutely unknown, it had been a favou
rite opinion amongft geographers, {inee his time', 
that New Zealand was a part of a SOllthern con-

• Hawkefworth, Vol. iii. p. 483. 
+ Cook's Voyage, V~l. i. p. 1'4' 
1 Hawkefworth, Vol. iii. p. I) ... 

tinent, 
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tinent, .running North and South, from the 33° to 
the 64° of South latitude, and its Northern coaftt 
firetching crofs the South Pacific to an immenfe 
diftance, where its Eafiern boundary had been 
feen by Juan Fernandez, half a century before. 
Captain Cook's voyage in the Endeavour, has 
totally deftroyed this fuppofition. Though Taf
man muft fiill have the credit of having firft feeo 
New Zealand; 'to Captain Cook folely belongs that 
of having really explored it. He fpent near fix 
months upon its coafisin 1769 and 1770·, cir
cumnavigated it completely, and afcertained its 
extent and divifion into two iOands t. Repeat
ed vifits fince that, have perfected this important 
difcovery, which, though now known to be no 
part of a Southern continent, will, probably, in 
all future charts of the world, be diftingui1hed as 
the largeft iOands that exift in that part of the 
Southern hemifphere. 

5. Whether New Holland did or did not join 
to New Guinea, was a queftion involved in much 
doubt and uncertainty, before Captain Cook's fail
ing between them. through Endeavour Strait, de-_ 
cided it. We will not hefirate to call this an 
important acquifition to geography. For though 
the great fagacity and extenfive reading of Mr. 
Dalrymple, had difcovered fome traces Bf fuch a 
pa/fage having been found before t, yet thefe 
traces were fo obfcure, and fo little k£ft,wn in the 
prefent age, that they had not generally regulated 
the conftruction of our charts; the Prefident Dc 

;0 FromOaober 6, 1769, to March 3', 1,,0. 
T Its Southern extremity nearly in latitude 470, and its 

Northern in 350!.. See Captain Cook's chart, in Hawkefwortk. 
Vol. ii. p. 281. ~ 

t See the track of Torre, in one of <l.!!iros's !hips, in 1606, 
between N~w Hol!an~ and New Gui~ea, upon Mr. Dalrymple's 
Chal-t of Dlfcovenes m tbe Sou~h Pa,lfic O,ean, before 176+-

Bro[es.l 
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Bro{fes·, who wrote in I7 56, and was well verfed 
in geographical refearches, had not been able to 
fa.tisfy .himfelf about them; and Monf. de Bougain
Ville, In 1768, who had ventured to fall in with 
the SOllth coaft of New Guinea; near ninety leaglles 
to the Weftward of its South Eaft point, chofe ra
ther to work thofe ninety leagues directly to wind
ward, at a time when his people were in fucn dif
trefs for provifions as to eat the feal-lkins from off 
the yards and rigging, than to run the rilk of find
ing a paffage, of the exiftence of which he enter
tained the ftrongeft doubts, by perfevering in his 
Wefterly courfet. Captain Cook therefore in this 
part of his voyage (though he modeftly dilClaims 
all merit :1:), has eftablifhed, beyond future contro
verCy, a tact: of effential fervice to navigation, by 
opening if not a new, at leaft an unfrequ('nted 
and forgotten communication between the SOllth 
Pacific and Indian Oceans. 

6. One more difcovery, for which we are indebt
ed to Captain Carteret, as fimilar in fame degree to 
that laft mentioned, may properly fucceed it, in 
this enumeration. Dampier, in failing round what 
was fuppofed to be part of the coaft of New Gui
nea, difcovered it to belong to a feparate illand, to 

which he gave the name of New Britain. But 
that the land which he named New Britain, fhould 
be Cub-divided again into two feparate large illands, 
with many fmaller intervening, is a point of geo-

'*' M. de Broffe. fays of New Guinea: .. C'efr une longue ifle, 
.. ou prefqu' ifie, fi elle touche a la ~ouvelle Hollande." Na'Vi-
gatioTlS aux 'Terres A1fIIrales, ~om. 1; p .. 434· . 

t U Le trifle etat ou nOllS etlons redults, ne nous permettOlt 
.. de chercher en faifant. route a l'ouefr, un paffage au fud de Ia. 
.. Nouvelle Guin.e, qui nou. frayat par Ie. Golfe de la Carl'en
~, terie une route nouvelle & courte aux lIes Moluques. Run 
•• 1I'ltoit a Ja 'Viriti pJus problimatique qui texiftence de ce ptof
.. fag •. " Voyage autourdu Monde, p. Z5SJ· 

:t Hawkefworth, Vol. iii. p. 660. 
V QL. I. b graphical 
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graphical information, which, if ever traced by any 
of the earlieft navigators of the South Pacific, 
had not been handed down to the prefent age: 
and its having been afcertained by Captain Carte
ret, de!erves to be mentioned as ~ difcovery, in 
the ftntteft fenfe of the word; a dlfcovery of the 
utmoft importance to navigation. St. George's 
Channel, through which his !bip found a way, 
hetween New Britain and New Ireland, from the 
Pacific into the Indian Ocean, to ufe the Captain's 
own words", " is a much better and !borter 
pa!Ege, whether from the Eaftward or Weft ward, 
than rollnd all the i!1ands and lands of the North
wardJ" 

V. 
The voyages of Byron, Wallis, and Carteret 

were principally confined to a favourite object of 
difcovery in the South Atlantic, and though ac
cefiions to geography were procured by them in 
the South Pacific, they could do but little toward 
giving the world a complete view of the contents 
of that immenfe expanfe of ocean, through which 
they only held a direCt track, on their way home
ward by the Eaft-Indies. Cook, indeed, who was 
appointed to the conduCt of the fucceeding voy. 
age, had a more accurate examination of the South 
Pacific intrufted to him. But as the improvement 
of aftronomy went hand in hand, in his inftruc
tions, with that of geography, the Captain's foli-

.. Hawkefworth, Vol. i. p. 563. 
t The pofition of the'Solomon Iflands, Mendana's celebrated 

difcovery, will no longer remain a matter in debate amongft 
geographers, Mr. Dalrymple having, on the moft fatisfatlory 
evidence, proved, that they are the clufter of Wands which cam
prizes what has fince been called New Britain, New Ireland, &c. 
The great light thrown on that clufter by Captain Carteret's dif
covery, is a/thong confirmation of this. See Mr. Dalrymple's 
Golletlion of Voyages, Vol. i. p. 16-:u. 

Z citude 
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citude to arrive at Otaheite time enough to obferve 
the tTmtjit of Venus, put it out of his power to de
viate from his direct track, in fearch of unknown 
lands that might lie to the South Eaft of that iOand. 
By this unavoidable attention to his duty, a very 
conliderable part of the South Pacific, and that 
part where the richeft mine of difcovery was fup
pofed to exift, remained unvilited and unexplored, 
during that voyage in the Endeavour. To remedy 
this, and to clear up a point, which, though many 
of the learned were confident of, upon principles 
of fpeculative reafoning, and many of the unlearn
ed admitted, upon what they thought to be credi
ble teftimony, was ftill held to be very problema
tical, if not abfolutely groundlefs, by others who 
were lefs (anguine or more incredulous; his Ma
jefty, always ready to forward every inquiry that 
can add to the ftock of interefting knowledge in 
every branch, ordered another expedition to be 
l.mdertaken. The lignal (ervices performed by 
Captain Cook, during his firft voyage, of which 
we have given the outlines, marked him as the 
fitteft perfon to finiih an examination which he had 
already (0 fkilfully executed in part. Accordingly, 
he was (ent out in 1772, with two Chips, the Re
[olution and Adventure, upon the moft enlarged 
plan of difcovery known in the annals of naviga
tion. For he was inftructed not only to circumna
vigate the whole globe, but to circumnavigate it in 
high Southern latitudes, making (uch traverfes, 
from time to time, into every corner of the Pacific 
Ocean not before examined, as might finally and 
effeaually refolve the much agitated queftion about 
the exiftence of a Southern continent, in any part 
of the Southern hemifphere acceilible by naviga
tion. 

The ample acceilions to geography, by the dif
covery of many iOands within the Tropic in the 

b 2 Pacific 
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Pacific Ocean, in the courfe of this voyage, which 
was carried 011, with fingular perfeverance, between 
three and four years, have been already ftated to 
the reader. But the general fearch now made, 
throughout the whole Southern hemifphere, as be
ing the principal object in view, hath been re[erv
ed for this feparate article. Here, indeed, we are 
not to take notice of lands that have been diCco
vered, but of feas failed through, where lands had 
been [uppofed to exift. In tracing the route of the 
Refolution and Adventure, throughout the South 
Atlantic, the South Indian, and the South Pacific 
Oceans that environ the globe, and combining it 
with the route of the Endeavour, we receive what 
may be called ocular demonftration, that Captain 
Cook, in his perfevering refearches, failed over ma
ny an extenfive continent, which, though fuppofed 
to have been feen by former navigators, at the ap
proach of his fhips, funk into the bofom of the ocean, 
and, like the haft/eJs fabric of a vijiOll, left not a rack 
behind" . It has been urged, that the exiftence 

of 

'" It mull be obferved, however, that Monfieur Ie Monier, in 
the Memoirs of the French Academy of Sciences for '776 
pleads for the exiftence of Cape Circumcifion, feen by Bouvet i~ 
'738, which our Englifh navigator fought for in vain, and fup
pofes to have been only an ifland of ice .. Mr. Wales, in a paper 
read before the Royal Society, very forcibly replied to M. Ie 
Monier's objeCl:ions; and the attack having been repeated, he has 
drawn up a more extended defence of this part of Captain Cook's 
Journal, which he hath very obligingly communicated, and is 
here inferted. . 

Arguments, tending to prove that Captain Cook fought for Cape 
c.ircumcifion under the proper M.eridian; and that tke Objec_ 
tIOns 'WhICh have been made to 1m Condufl, in Ihis reJPefl, are 
not 'Well founded. 
In the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris 

for '776, printed in '779, M. 1.e Monier has made fome remi/.rks 
wich a defign ~o lhe,,: that ~ap,ain Cook fought the land, ufuaUy 
called C;ape Clr~umclflOn, In a wrong place; and that, inRead 
of lookmg for It under the meridian of 9°t or 10° of Eaft lon-

gitude, 
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of a Southern .continent is necelfary to pre(crve 
an equilibrium between the two hemifpheres. But 

however 

gitude, he ought to have looked for it under a meridian which is 
only 3°, or 3°i- to the Eafiward 'of the meridian of Greenwich. 
and confequently that th!s land may exil!, notwithtlanding ali 
that has yet been done to find it. M. Le M?nier has alfo two ad
ditional Memoirs on the fame fubject, in the volume for 1779 
occafioned, as it appears, by fome objections which have beel; 
made to his former Memoir before the Academy. For fome 
re,,:fon. or othe:, the Academy has not thought peoper to print the 
objectIOns whIch have been made to M. Le M?nier's hYFothefl3; 
nor has he heen particular enough in his two Memoirs, wbich 
r~ply to them, to enable me to fay of what in:portance the objec
tions are. I can only gather J that they contam fome exceptions 
to the quantity by which M. Le Monier airert. the variation iilter3 
in 10' of longitude, under the parallel of 54' South; and which 
I conceive, has little to do in the difpute. ' 

Whether the land, ufually called Cape CircumciflO11, exills or 
not, is a point of fmall impOTtance to geography; as the moll 
ilrenuou. airerters of its e&Htence muft allow it to*,e a very i11-
confiderable ifland, and of no ufe. This, therefore, is not, in 
itfelf, a matter worthy of difpute: but in airerting thi', M. I.e 
Monier has, and 1 am forry to obferve it, with fome afperity too, 
particularly in his fecond Memoir, eudeavoured to cenfurc th:! 
judgment and conduct of Captain Cook, whofe memory I have 
every reafon to revere, as well as the judgment of tllOfc who 
were with him; and, on this account, 1 cantlot help feelin;,; 
myfelf called on to explain the motives which induced C"Plllill 
Cook to place no dependance on the arguments, now adduced by 
M. Le Monier, in fupport of his fuppofltion; and which, M. Le 
Monier muft know, were not unattended to, at that time, from 
what the Captain has faid, F. 236. Vol. II. of his Account of 
the Voyage. And it may be proper to obferve here, that what 
fell from Captain Cook, on this fubjeEt, was to fne',,, that this cir
cumllance was then attended td, and not to throw blame on M. 
Bouvet, for whofe memory and abilities Captain Cook entertained 
great refpect: nor is it incompatible with the utmoil refpeCl, fur 
a man to have a favourable opinion of his 0\\'11 labours; or to 
endeavour to thew why he thinks the difagreement between them 
and thore of another perfon, when there is one, dol'!:s not ::lrife 
from an error committed by himfdf. There could, therefore. 
he no occafion for M. Le Monier to exprefs himfelf as he has done 
in feveral parts of his fecond M.emoir. .. 

The fubltance of M. Le [VIomer', argument IS tIllS. In '739. 
when M. Bouvet's difcovery is fuppofed to have been made, the 
methods for determining the longitude of a thip at fca were ve .. y 
defective· and of courfe the 10llgitudeof allY bnd which hap
pened acc'ident~l1y to be f~en by one, ,:,",'as equally un~( <:'I'\.l i!~. (Ill 

a prefumption that this \Va' the cafe wIth r~fpea to.C'Il" Crc'ln'· 
cition, M. Ie Monier enquires into the qU:lntlty ot the \ .lna:rn:\ 

f.,.. of 

x):i 
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however plaufible this theory may feem, at fira: 
fight, experience h~s abundantly detected its fal

lacy. 

of the magn~tic needle, obferved by M. Bouvet at that place, 
and alfo into obfervations of the fame kind, made at other places 
in the neighbourhood of it, amut the fame time, as well as both 
before and fince. And by comparing thefe obf~rvations together, 
he concludes, thal: at the time when Captain Cook was in thefe 
feas, the variation of the needle at Cape Circumcifion mult have 
been 10' Vliefterly: whereas, in the mo!l Wefterly point of Cap
tain Cook's traer, where he was fufficiently near the parallel of 
54') !:iouth, to have feen land fHuated in it, the variation, was 
J3.,)~ Weflerly, This difference of 3°~, in the variation, an
f wers to about 70 of longitude, in this part of the parallel of 
5+ South: and by fo much did Captain Cook fall in with this 
parallel to the Eaftward of what he ought to have done to fee the 
land in quetlion. "Hence (M. Le Monier infers), that it is not 
" furprizing the Britifb navigator fbould not find Cape Circum
" cifion under a meridian which is 28 0 ,,!, to the Eafiward of Fer
" ro, when tt is really fituated unde: a meridian which is but 
rc '1.I'J~ to th,~ Eaftward of it." 

In replying to thefe allegations, I fball, firft, fbew, that, 
granting the dependence which M. Le Monier fuppofes may be 
placed on obfervations of the variation made at fea, he has ftat
ed the quantity of the variation, obferved on board the Refolu
tion, very erroneoufly. 

Secondly, I fball prove, beyond contradierion, that obferva
tions of the variation, made at fea, cannot be depended on, for 
the purpofes to which M. Le Monier has applied them. 

And, lafity, that no material error had crept into M. Bouvet's 
reckoning; but that if any error did exi!!, it muft have been of 
a contrary nature to that which M. Le Monier fllppofes. 

That M. Le Monier has not given altogether a true reprefen
tation of the matter, will appear from hence. On the 16th of 
February, at noon .. , the Refolution was in latitude 540 31.!..I 

South, which is fufficiently near the parallel of 540 South, to fe~ 
high lan:!, the Northern extremity of which lies to the South
ward of that parallel; and at that time we were in 6' Eaft of 
Greenwich, or 23'·! Eall of the iIland of Ferro: that is, 4"1. lefs 
than is affigned for our f,tuation by M. Le Monier. On the ~ven
i~g of the fame day, the fbip being in latitude 540 24', and 1011-
J;llude 6-' 30', or 24'"'~ Eafi of Ferro, the ,'ariation was no more 
than 12' 7' Weft, which alfo is I,ear a degree and a half lefs than 
M. Le Monier fays it was, when we firft arrived in a proper p:t-

rallel 

.. 1 here go by the dates in " The Original A!l:roDomic:Jl Obferva
" tions," printed by order of the Board of Longitude; which, after the. 
14th of February 177(" differ one day from Captain Cook', date. 



INTRODUCTION. 

lacy. In confeqt1ence of Captain Cook's voyage, 
now under confideration. we have a thorough 

knowl-:dge 

~alIel. for feeing Cape Circumcifion. It is true, the next morn
Ing, In latitude 5tO 21r South, longitude 80 6' Eafi, we haq 
13° 42' Weli variation; but this was after we han run more than 
two degrees within fIght of the parallel of 540 South. It is 
moreover, highly probable, that both thefe variations were too 
great; for, on the 17th, in the evening, latitude 54° 25' South, 
and longitude 9' 20' Eali; that is, IO~ more to the Ealiward. 
and. a:ter we had rlln 30 t on the parallel we were then on, the 
vartatIon w,,"s no more than 130 16' 'Veil. It is alfo worthy of 
remark, that 9n the 14th, in the evening, latitude Sr.° 14}' South, 
and longitude 4° 50' Eali, which is but 10 10' to the Wetlward of 
the point, where the Refolution came firfi into a proper fituatiOIl 
to fee land, fituated in the parallel of 54° South, the 'lC;,.~,.ltl 
obf~rved was no more than 6' So' Well. And we may further 
add, that on the III of March, 1774, the Adventure had no 
more than 1zoi Wei} variation, thougli {he was then confldera
bly both to the Northward and Eallward of our fltuation on the 
17th of February in the morning, on both which accounts the 
variation ought to have been greater, inliead ",f a whole degree 
lefs. From all thefe circumfiances, there can be littlp. doubt but 
that the two variations, obferved by us on the 16th and 17th of 
J.~ebruarY1 were too great; or that the variation, at the point 
where the Refolution firli came fufficiently near the parallel of 
5+ ° South, to fee land, the Northern extremity of which is fitu
ated in that parallel, could not be more than I l 0 ± \i\' elt, infiead 
of 130 -j-, as M. Le Monier has reprcfented it. 

Under thi. head of enquiry I mo.y alfo ohferve, that although 
the Refolutipn was too much to the tiouthward of th. p"'allel of 
S4° South, when the crolred the meridian which is :11 0 4: to the 
Eaftward of Ferro; that is, 3°~ Eafi of Gieenwich, the longi
tude which M. Le Monier affigns for Cape c.;ircumcilion, to fee if 
it had been in that fttuation j yet her conrort, the Aiventurc, 
was for feveral degrees O}l each ti:ie of that meridian; and efpe_ 
cially when fhe had 10°} of Weft variatiDn, full as neM to the 
parallel of 5+0 South as M. Bouvet was to the land w~e? he f"w 
It*: and on the day that Ihe actually paffed that meridian. h,d 
fine clear weat~er +. Hence, therefore, granting M. Le M'JIli. r 
his own argump.nts, which, however, I have proved to. b~ erro
neous· and that obfervations made at fea, for the V;1rlatlOn of 
the co;"pafs, rna)' be depended on for the purpofe of find.in;; the 
longitude, it is utterly iropoffible that both the RefolutlOn al d 

Adventure 

.. See The Original A(lronomical Obrervatinn~, p. 18.5, 3nd B')Uvers, 
Voyage, publilbed by Mr. Dalrymple, p. 4, and 1'. 

1" See the Obrervatioo', p. a \8. 
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knowledge of the ftate of the Southern hemifphere, 
and can pronounce with certainty, that the equip 

librium 

Adventure could have pa(fed Cape Circumcifion without feeing 
it. But I fhall now fhew, that thefe obfervations are liable to" 
much greater error than the whole quantity, fo vigoroufly infifted 
on by this gentleman. 

I will not here run the rilk of incurring M. Le Monier's dif
pleafure, by calling the accuracy of M. Bouvet's obfervations ill 
queftion; but will admit every thing that he himfelf can think 
due to the inHruments and oMervations of that deferving naviga
tor. It is enough for my argument, and it is but too evident, 
from the obfervations themfelves, that ours were by no means 
capable of determining the variation to fo fmall a quantitl as 
that which M. Le Monier refts his whole eaufe upon; and i fo, 
his arguments, which depend wholly on a fUPFofition, that not 
only they, but M. Bouvet's alfo, were capable of determining 
it with the utmolt ex,anefs, muft fall to the ground. 

lit, It appears, from various inftances, that the variations 
obferved by the fame eompafs would differ 3" to S0, 60 , and 
fometimes even JOo, from no other caufe whatever, but putting 
thefhip's head a contrary way*. 

2d, That the fame compafs, in the fame fituation in p.very ref
pea, within a few miles, but at two different times of the fame 
day, would give variations differing from one another, 3°, 40, 
s°. 6°, and even ,0 t. 

3d, That the fame compafs, on the fame day, and in the 
hands of the fame obferver, will give variations differing from 
one another by 5", on board the fame fhip, when under fail, and 
when at anchor in a road-ftead t. 

4'h, Compa(fes, made by the fame artift, at the fame time 
and place, but on board difterent fhips, differed 3", 4°, and even 
50 in the variation §. 

sth, 

.. See the Original Afironomical Obfervations, made in the fecond 
Voyage, M.rch II, '773, p. 37" lanu~ry '4, '774. p. 375. and July 
~8, p. 378. 

t Obfervations in the fecond Voyage, February z, 1773, p. 37" and 
January '9, '775, p. 38.. Alfo Obfervations in I.ft Voyage, July '7, 
'776, p. '79, Auguft 30 , p. ,81. J.nu.rY'4, '777, p. 19". and Sep
tember 15, '778, p. '20S. 

t Aftronomic>l obferv.tious of fetond Voyage, July '4, '775, p, 38S. 
§ Compa~e the A(\.ronomical Oblervatioos, made in th~ reeond Voyage, 

AuguU 3, and 9, and Septemher 4, '77'1, p. 18 •. With thofe of the' 
fame dates, p .. 369. "hofe of January II, acd 14, ~nd February 7, 
1773, p .. lijl, With t.hofe of the fame dates, p. 371. Alto Afironomical 
Obfenaoons, made In the lall: Voyage, of December 2.7, 1776, p. 19 1 • 

February 2.2., '778, p. 2.01. May S' and 8,. p. 102.. July 9, and 2.4, 1779, 
p. 109· and January 16, '78o, p ..... with thofe of Ihe fame date. p,' 
'9', '93. '94, '97, and '98. ' . 
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librium of the globe is effectually preCerved, 
though 

5th, The fame Compaifes, on board the fame !hip, and with
in a few miles of the fame fituation, but at different times 
of our being there, gave variations differing by .. 0 and So, or 
upwards •• 
, 6th, Different compaifes, at the fame time, on board the fame 
fhip, and in every refpeCt under the fame circumftances, will 
give variations differing from one another, 3°,4°, S0, ancL6° +. 

Thefe differences, feveral of which happened very near the 
place in queilion, are all of them at leaH equal to, moft of 
them much greater, and fome of them double that which M. 
Le Monier founds his argument on, even according to his own 
aceount of it, which I have already !hewn is by no means ad
miffible, and, therefore, totally inva·lidate it. To allege that 
the inftruments made ufe of in Captain Cook's two voyages 
were bad, Qr that the obfervers were not expert in the ufe of 
them, will anfwer no purpofe.: they are the inftruments and 
obfervers which M. Le Monier's argument mufi: reft on; and, 
therefore, let thofe of the French, or any (lther navigator, have 
been ever fo much better than they were (which few will be 
hardy enough to aifert, and fewer ftill found weak enough to 
believe), it will avail nothin~ to the point in difpute, which 
muft evidently fall to the grou'nd, if the obfervations made for 
finding the variation in Captain Cook's voyage are not fufficient 
to fupport it. What then muft become of it, if M. Bou'Vet's 
obfervations, of this kind, were liable to an equal, or a greater 
error? which, without any reafonable caufe fOr offence, we might 
fuppofe they were. 

It is not neceffary to account fol' thefe differences in the ob_ 
[erved variations in this place, nor yet to point out the reafons 
why fuch anomalies have not been noticed in obfervations of 
this kind before. I !hall, however, remark, that I have hinted 
at fome of the caufe. in my introduCtion to the obfervations 
which were made in Captain Cook's fecond voyage; and many 
other~ will readily offer themfelve. to perf on. who have had 
much praClice in making thefe obfervations, and who bave at-

tentively 

.. Compare Afl:ronomical Obfervations, made in the fecond Voyae-e 
FebruarY-1o, p. 375. with Obfervations of December II, 1774, p. 3~1~ 
Alfo ObfervaLions, made in the laft Voyage, May 3, and June ,8, '779, 
p. 008. 

t ObC,rvation. made in ,he C«oDd Voyage, February a, '773, p. 37" 
March 18, p. 371.. and January 14, 1774, p. 375. See alfoOblervations 
QladelaftVoyage,Auguft: 18,1776, p. 180. Otlober7, and 14, p. 189, 
~nd 190. December 12., p. ibid. January 2.4, 1777, p. 191. March la, 
p. '93· July 9, and '7, '779, p. a09· January ,6, '78o, p. OIl. 
March '4, p ... 3, aDd May '9, p ... 4· 
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though the proportion of fea actually failed through. 
leaves no {ufficient fpace for the correfponding mafs 

of 

tentively contidered the principles on which the inllruments are 
con{\rutted, and the manner in which they are fabricated. Nor 
is it at all furprifing, that the errors to which the inllrume11t. 
and obfervations of this kind are liable, /hould not have been 
difcovered before l fince no navigators before us ever gave the 
fame opportunity, by multiplying their obfervations, and mak
ing them under fuch a variety of circumftances as WP. did. 

Having now fully /hewn, that the circumftances, brought 
forward by M. Le Monier, in fupport of his argument, are nei
ther fuch as can be depended on, nor yet fairly reprefented, I 
/hall next attempt to demonllrate, that it is utterly improbable 
M. Bouvet COUld be out, in his lIccount of longitude, fo much 
as is here fuppofed, ill the !hort run which had been made from 
the ifland of St. Catherine, the place they took their departure 
from: on the contrary, that there is fuflicient reafon to believe 
lhe error, of whatever magnitude it might be, was of a different 
nature from that contended for. and that the two !hip., inftead 
of being to the Weftward of their account of longitude, were 
aClually to the Eaftward of it. For, according to their Jour
nals, extracted from the archives of the French Eaft-India Com
pany, by M. D'Apres, printed under his infpection, and publi!h
ed by Mr. Dalrymple, F. R. S. amongft other voyages made 
for the purpofe of examining the Southern parts of the Atlantic 
Ocean, the longitude, according to the Eagle's run from St. 
Catherine's, was 26° 27', and according to the Mary's, 26° 20' 
Eallof Teneriff; that is, 9° 57', and 9° 50' Eaft of Greenwich, 
or 27° 43', and 270 36' Ealt "f Ferro. But the Mary, which 
went to the Cape of Good Hope, made 7° 13' Eaft longitude 
from the land in queftion, to that place. Confequently the 
Cape of Good Hope being in longitude 18° 23' Eaft of Green
wich, Cape Circumcifion will be in 11° 10' Eall of Greenwich, 
or 1° 20' more to the Eafiward than the run by the f"me !hip 
from the ifland of St. Catherine's makes it. Again, the Eagle 
made the difference of longitude between Cape Circumcifion 
and the ifland of Rodrigues, 49° 44'; and by the obfervatioD~ 
of M. Pingre, this ifland is in 62° 50' of Eaft longitude from 
Grt:enwich: Cape Circumcifioll is therefore in ] 30 6' Eaft of 
Greenwich, or 2° 9' more to the Eaftward than by the Eagle'S 
run from St. Catherine's. Hence, therefore, as the longitude of 
this land refulting from a cQmparifon of that !hewn by each of 
the /hips, on their making land at places where the lOI,gitude is 
exceedingly well determined, is greater than that which refulto 
from their rUll from St. Catherine's, the longitudl! of which is 
11<?t known with certainty within feveral degrees, we may infer, 
"Ith great fafety, that whatever the quantity of M. Bouvet'S 
""or might hp, when he is fuppofed to ha,e feen Cape Cir., 

cumcifi"n~ 
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of land, which, on fpeculative arguments had been 
maintained to be necetfary ... 

If former navigators have added more land to 
the known globe than Captain Cook, to him, at 
leaft, was referved the honour of being foremaft 
in difclofing to us the extent of fea that covers 
its furface. His own fi.lmmary view of the tranf
aCtions of this voyage, will be a proper conclulion 
to thefe remarks: .. 1 had now made the circuit of 
" the Southern Ocean in a high latitude, and tra
~, verfed it in fuch a manner as to leave not the 
" lead room for there being a continent, unlefs 
" near the pole, and out of the reach of naviga
" tion. By twice vifiting the Tropical Sea, I had 
" not only fettled the fituation of fome old difcove
" ries, but made there many new ones, and left, 
" I conceive, very little to be done, even in that 
"part. Thus I flatter myfelf, that the intention 
" of the voyage has, in every refpeCt, been fully 

cumcifion, it mufi have been in defea, and not in excef" as M. 
Le Monier fuppofes it. 

CHRIST'S HOSPITAL, J 
April 20, 1,8'1-' 

W. WALES. 

,. The judgment of the ingenious Author of Recherc!.es fur 
Jes Americains, on this quefiion, feerns to be very deferving of a 
place here; "~'on calcule, comme on voudra, on fera tou
H jours contraint d'avouer, qu'il ya une plus grande portion de 
" continent fltuee dans la latitude feptentrionale, que dans 1a 
" latitude aufirale. 

" C'eft fori: mal a-propos, qu'on a foutenu que cette repartitio.n 
Ie inegaIe ne fauroit exifter, fous pre:exte que Ie globe perd~o!t 
.. fon equiIibre, faute d'un contrepOlds fuffifant au pole merI
"dionale. II ell vrai qu'un pied cube d'eau falee ne pefe pa. 
" autant qu'un pied cube de terre; mais on auroit da refiechir, 
H qu'il peut y avoir fous l'ocea1rl. des lits ~ ~es,.couc.hes de ma
" tieres, dont la pefanteur fpecIfique vane a I mfhll, 8< que Ie 
H p~ de profondeur d'une mer, verfee fur u!1e grande furfac:, 
" tontrebalallce les endroits ou il y a mOlns de mer, mats 
" ou elle ell plus profonde." Recherches PhilojOphi'lues, Tom. 
ii. p. 375. 

" anfwered; 
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" anfwered; the Southern hemi(phere fufficiently 
" explored; and a final end put to the fearchins 
" after a Southern continent, which has, at times, 
" engroffed the attention of fome of the Mari
" time Powers for near two centuries paft, and 
" been a favourite theory amongft the geographers 
" of all ages"'." 

Thus far, therefore, the voyages to difcJo(e 
new tracks of navigation, and to reform old de
feCts in geography, appear to have been pro(ecut
ed with a fatisfaCtory /bare of fuccefs. A peru
fal of the foregoing fummary of what had been 
done, will enable everyone to judge what was 
frill wanting to complete the great plan of dif
covery. The Southern hemifphere had, indeed, 
been repeatedly vilited, and its utmoft acceffible 
extremities been furveyed. But much uncertain
ty, and of courfe, great variety of opinion, fub
fifted, as to the navigable extremities of our own 
hemilphere; particularly, as to the exif!:ence, or, 
at leaf!:, as to the praCticability of a Northern 
paffage between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, 
either by failing Eaftward, round Alia, or Weft· 
ward, round North America. 

It was obvious, that if fuch a paffage could be 
effeCted, voyages to Japan and China, and, indeed, 
to the Eaft Indies in general, would be much 
/bortened; and confequently become more pro
fitable, than by making the tedious circuit of the 
Cape of Good Hope. Accordingly, it became a 
favourite objeCt of the Englilh to effeCtuate this, 
above two centuries ago; and (to fay nothing of 
Cabot's original attempt, in J 497, which ended in 
the difcovery of Newfoundland, and the Labra
dere coaf!:) from Frobilher's firft voyage to find 

• Cook's Yoyage, Yo!. ii. p. 239. 

a Wefiern 
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a Wefiern paffage, in 1576, to thofe of James 
and of Fox, in 1631, repeated trials had been 
made by our enterprifing adventurers. But though 
farther knowledge of the Northern extent of Ame
rica was obtained in the courle of there voyages, 
by the difcovery of Hudfon's and Baffin's Bays, 
the wi!hed-for paffage, on that fide, into the Paci
fic Ocean, was ftill unattained. Our country
men, and the Dutch, were equally unfuccefsful, 
in various attempts, to find this paffage in an 
Eaftern direCtion. Wood's failure, in 1676, feems 
to have elofed the long lift of unfortunate North
ern expeditions in that century; and the difco
very, if not abfolutely defpaired of, by having 
been fo often miffed, ceafed, for many years, to be 
fought for. 

Mr. Dobbs, a warm advocate for the proba
bility of a North Weft paffage through HuMon's 
Bay, in our own time, once more recalled the at
tention of this country to that undertaking; and, 
by his active zeal, and perfevering folicitation, 
renewed the Cpirit of difcovery. But it was re
newed in vain. For Captain Middleton, Cent Ollt 

by Government in 1741, and Captains Smith and 
Moore, by a pri vate fociety, in 1746, though 
encouraged by an act of Parliament pa{fed in 
the preceding year, that annexed a reward of 
twenty thoufand pounds to the difcovery of a paC
fage, returned from Hudfon's Bay with rep?rts 
of their proceedings, that left the accomphlh
ment of this favourite object at as great a di[
tance as ever. 

When refearches of this kind, nO' longer left to 
the folicitations of an individual, or to the Cub
fcriptions of private adventurers, became cherifh
ed by the Royal attention, in the prefent reign, 
and warmly promoted by the Minifl:er at the head 

of 
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of the naval department, it was impoffible, while 
fo much was done toward exploring the remoteft 
corners of the Southern hemifphere. that the 
Northern paffage fhould not be attempted. Ac
cordingly, while Captain Cook was profecuting 
his voyage toward the South Pole, in 177 3, 
Lord Mulgrave failed with two fhips, to determiNe 
how far na'U~r:alion was praflicable .toward ~he 
North Pole. And though his Lordllllp met with 
the (arne infuperable bar to his progrefs, which 
former navigators had experienced *, the hopes of 
opening a communication between the Pacific and 
Atlantic Oceans, by a Northerly courfe, were not 
abandoned; and a voyage for that purpofe, was 
ordered to be undertaken. 

The operations propofed to be purfued, were fo 
new, fo extenfive, and fo various, that the fkill 
and experience of Captain Cook, it was thought, 
would be requifite to conduct them. Without 
being liable to any charge of want of zeal for the 
public fervice, he might have paffed the reft of 
his days in the command to which he had been 
appointed in Greenwich Hofpital, there to enjoy 
the fame he had dearly earned in two circumnavi
gations of the world. But he cheerfully relin
quifhed this 110nourable ftation ~t home; and, hap
py that the Earl of Sandwich had not caft his eye 
upon any other Commander, engaged in the con
duct of the expedition, the hiftary of which is 
ptefented to the Public in thefe Volumes; an ex
pedition that would expofe him to the toils and 
perils of a third circumnavigation, by a track hi
therto unattempted. Every former navigator round 

• See the hifiory of former attempts to fail toward the North 
Pole! in the Introduction to Lom Mulgrave's Journal. Mr. 
Barrmgto.n has. collected fev;ral ,infianc7s of Ihips advancing 
to very hIgh lamudei. See hiS Mlfcellanles, p. l:-J!l4. 

the 
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the globe had made bis patTage borne to Europe 
by the Cape of Good Hope; the arduous talk was 
now affigned to Captain Cook, of attempting it, 
by reaching the bigh Northern latitudes between 
Alia and America. So that the ufual plan of die
covery was reverfed; and, inftead of a patTage 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, one from the lat
ter into the former was to be tried. For it was 
wifely forefeen, that whatever openings or inlets 
there might be on tbe Eaft fide of America, which 
lie in a direCtion wbich could give any hopes of 
a paffage, the ultimate fuccefs of it would ftiH de
pend upon there being an open fea between the 
Weft fide of that contiAent, and the extremities 
of Alia. Captain Cook, therefore, was ordered 
to proceed into the Pacific Ocean, through the 
cbain of bis new iflands in the Southern tropic, 
and having crotTed the equator into its Northern 
Parts, tben to hold fuch a courfe as might proba
bly fix many interefting points in geography, and 
produce intermediate difcoveries, in his progrefs 
Northward to the principal fcene of bis opera
tions. 

But the plan of the voyage, and the various ob
jeCts it embraced, will beft appear from the In
ftruCtions under which Captain Cook failed; and 
the infertion of them here, will convey fuch au
thentic information, as may enable the Reader to 
judge with precifion how far they have been car
ried into execution. 

By 

Xxxi 
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By the COMMISSIONERS. for exe~uting 
the Office of Lord HIgh AdmIral of 
GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND, &c. 

SECRET INSTRUCTIONS for <;:ap
lain JAMES COOK, Commander of his Ma
jefty's Sloop the RESOLUTION. 

WHEREAS the Earl of .sandwich hasfignified 
to us his Maiefly' J plea/ure, Ihal an attempt 

jhould be made to find out a Northern palfage by fta 
from the Pacific to the Allantic Ocean; and whereas 
we have, in pur/uance thereof, cauftd his Maje/ly's 
jloops Re/olution and Difcovery to be fitted, in all re
jpells, proper to proceed upon a voyage for the purpofe 
above-mentioned, and, from the experience we have 
had of your abilities and good condull in your late 
voyages, have thought fit to intruJl you with the con
dull of the prefent intended voyage, and with that 
view appointed you to command the firJl mC1Ztioned 
jloop, and diretled Captain Clerke, who commands 
the other, to follow your orders for his further proceed
ings; You are hereby required and diretled to proceed' 
with the faid two jloops diretl/y to the Cape of Good 
Hope, unlifs you jhall judge it neceJfllry to Jlop at Ma
deira, the Cape de Verd, or Canary Ijlands, to take 
in wine for tbe ufe of their companies; in which cafe 
you are at liberty to do fo, taking care to remf/in there 
no longer than may be lleceJfary for that purp7je. 

On your arrival at the Cape nf Good Hope, you are 
to refrejh the jloops companies, and to caufe the floops 
to 'be fupp/ied with'as much provijions and water as 
they can conveniently /low. , 

You are, if p?/fible, to leave the Cape of Good Hope 
by the e1!d of Otlober, or Ihe beginning of N07,Jember 

next, 
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~ext, and proceed to the Southward in [earch nj fome 
iJlands Jald to bave been lately {een by the French, in 
the latitude of 48" 0' South, and about the meridialt 
of Mauritiw.s. In cafe you find thVe iJlands~ you are 
to examine them thoroughly for a good harbaur; and 
upon difcovering one, make the neceJfary obJervations 
to fao'litate the finding it again; as a good port, in 
that jituation, may hereafter prove vetJ tlJe/ul, al
though it Jhould afford little or nothing more than Jhel
ter, 'wood, and water. You are not, however, to 
Jpend too much time in looking out fGr thofe iflands. 
!lr in the examination of them, if found, but ptweed 
10 Otaheire, or the Society 41es (touching at New 
Zealand in your way thither, if you Jhould judge it 
necdfory and convenient), and taking care 10 arrive 
there time enough to admit of your giving the floops 
companies the refrejhment they may /land in need of, 
hefore you prafecute the farther objefl of thefe In
/Jruflions. 

Upon your arrival at Otaheite, or the Society Ijks, 
you are to land Omiah at Juch of Ihem as he may 
choafe, and to leave him tbere. 

You are to dijlribute among tbe Cbiefs of tbofe 
iJlands Juch part of tbe prefents wilb wbich you have 
been Jupplied, as you /hall judge proper, ref erving the 
remainder 10 diJlribute amo/lg the natives of the coun
Iries you may dijcover in the Nortbern Hemifphere: 
And having refrejhed theJeoPle belonging to the floops 
'Mnder your command, an taken on boardfuch wood 
and wa~~r as they may refpeElively jland in need oj, 
you are to leave thoJe ijIands in the beginning 0/ Fe
hruary, or jooner if you /hall judge it neceffalJ, and 
then proceed in as direll a courJe as yo~ can,to ~he coajl 
of New Albion, endeavouring to fall m with It 11t the 
latitude of 45° 0' North; and taking care, in your way 
Ibither, not to Jife any time in/eareb of lIew land;, or 

VOL. I. c to 
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to jlop at any you may fall in with, uniifs you find it 
necejJary to recruit 'Your wood and water. . . . 

Tou are alfo, in your way thither, flrrCllyenJorned 
not to touch upon any part of the Spanijb dominions 
011 the Wejlern continent of America, unlels driven 
thither by fome unavoidable accident; ill which €Ofe 
YOIl are to flay 110 longer there than /hall be abfolutely 
necejJary, and to be very careful not to give any um
brage or offence to any of the inhabitants 01' fllbjeEls 
of his Catholic Majejly. And if, in your farther 
progrifs to the Northward, as hereafter direCled, YOIl 

find any fubjeCls of any European Prince or Stat.1! 
upon any part of the coajl you may think proper to '01-

jit, you are not to dijlurb them, or give them any jufl 
caufe of offence, but, on the contrary, to treat them 
with ciVility and friend/hip. 

Upon your arrival on the coajl of New Albion, you 
are to put into the jirfl convenient port to recruit your 
wood and water, and procure refreJhments, and then 
to pro~eed Northward along the coajl, as far as the' 
latitude of 65°, or farther, if YOll are not objlruCled 
by lands or ice; taking care not to lofe any time in 
exploring rivers or inlelS, or upon any other account, 
until you get into the before-mentiolted latitude of 
65°, where we (auld wiJh you to arrive in the mantb 
of June next. When you get that length, you are 
very carefully to ftarch for, and to explore, fuch ri
vers or illlcts as may appear to be of a confiderable ex
tent, ~nd pointing towards HUdfon's or Baffin's Bays; 
and if, from your own obfervatiolls, or from any in
formation you may receive from the lJatives (who, there 
is rcafon to believe, are the fame race of people, and 
fp~ak the j6lme language, of which YOIl are furniJhed 
with a Vowbulary, as the EJquimaux), there /hall 
appear to be a ~ertainty, or even a probability, of /I 
water lfJJage tnto the afQre-mentioned bays, or either 

f) of 



I N T ROD U C T rON. 

of them, you are, in Juch cafe, to zlje your utmoft 
endeavours to pajs through with one or hath of 
the floops, tlnlifs yOIl Jhall be of opinion that the 
paiJage may be elIelled with more certainty, or ~vitb 
greater probability, hy Jmaller v1Fls; in which 
caJe you are to fet up the frames of one or hath 
the Jmal! vejJels wllh which you are provided, 
and, when they are put together, and are properly 
jitted, flared, and villl/alled, you are /? diJpatch 
one or both of tbem, under the care of proper officers, 
with a fufjicient number of petty officers, men, and 
boats, in order to attempt the Jame paiJage; with filch 
inflrullions for their rejoining you, if they Jbould fail, 
or for their farther proceedings, if they jbouldJucceed 
in the attempt, as you Jhall judge mrJl proper. Bllt, 
1uverthelejs, if you Jhall jind it more eligible to purfur: 
anyotber meaJures tban thoJe above pointed out, in or
der to make a difcovery of the before-mentiolled paifag( 
(if any fuch there be), you are at liberty, 'and 'We 
leave it to your difcretioll, to pUlfue Jllcb meaJures 
accordingly. 

In caft you Jhall be Jatisjied that tbere is no paifage 
througb to the above-mentioned bays, Jufficient for the 
purpofes of navigation, you are, at the proper JeaJon of 
tbe year, to repair to the port of St. Peter and St. 
Paul in Kamtfcbatka, or wberever elfe Y01l Jhal! judge 
more proper, in order to refreJh your people and pqfs 
tbe Winter; and, in the Spring of tbe enJuillg year 
1778, to proceed from thence to tbe N.0rthward, ~s 
far as, in your prudence, you may tbmk proper, zn 
further Jearcb of a North Eajl, or Nortb '!'ejt paf
fage, from the Pacific Ocean ilZto tbe Ada1lflc Ocean, 
or tbe North Sea: and if, from your own objervation, 
or any information you may receive, tbere ]ball ap
pear to be a probability of fuch paifaz.e, yOIi are to 
proceed as abo'IJc dirctled: atld, haVIng difr:overed 

c .2 ;, jucb 
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filch paffilge, or failed in the attempt, make the be) 
of your way back to England, by fuch route as you 
may think beft for the improvement of geography and 
navigation; repairing to Spithead with both Jloops, 
where they are to remain till further order. 

At whatever places YOIl may touch 'in the couife of 
your voyage, where acatrate obJervations of the nature 
bereaftel' mentioned have not already been made, yall -
are, as far as your time will allow, very carefully 
to obferve tbe true jitt/ation of fuch places, both in 
latitllde and longitude; the variation of the needle; 
bearill.gs of head lands; height, diretlion, and courfe 
of the tide'S and currents; depths and foundings of 
the fea; jboals, rocks, &c. ; and alfo to furvey, make 
charts, and take views of fuch bays, harbollrs, and 
different partJof the coa}l, and to make fuch notations 
thereon, as may be ufeflll either to navigation or com
merce rOll are aljo carefully to obftrve the nature 
of the fotl, and the produce thereof; the animals and 
fowls that inhabit or ji-equent it; the fijbes that are 
10 be found in the rivers or upon the coa}l, and in 
what plenty; and, in cafe there are any peculiar ta 
fuch places, to deJcribe them as minutely. and to make 
as accurate drawings of them, as Y01l can: and, if you 
find any metals, minerals, or valuable }lones, or any 
extraneous fojJils, you are 10 bring bome fpecim~ns of 
each; as alfo of the feeds of filch trees, jbrubs, plants, 
fruits, and grains, peculiar to thofe places, as you may 
be able to colletl, alld to tranfmit tbem to ollr Secretary, 
that proper examination and experiments may be made 
of tbem. rou are ItkewiJe to obferve the genius, tem
per, diJpifttion, and number of the natives and inha
bitants, where you filid any; and to endeavour, by all 
prop~r means, to cultivate a friendfhip 'u)zth them; 
makmg them preJenlS of fuch trinkets as you may have 
on board, and Ib~y may like bejl; inviting them to 

traffic; 
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traffic ~ and fhewing them every kind of civilriy and 
regard; but taking carr, neverthe/ifs, 1I0t to .fuffer 
youifelf to be furprifed by thein, but to he ahvays all 

YOl(r guard againft any arcidents. 
You are aifo, 'with the con.fent of the n<l!lvf.', to 

take poJ1elfion, in the name of tbe King of Great Bri
tain, of convenimt jituaticJ1ls ill.fucb countries as you 
may difcover, that have not already been diJcovered 
or vifited by any other European power; alld to diJ
tribute IImong the inhabitants filch things as will re
main as traces and to/iimollies of your baving been 
tbere; but if you find the countries fo difcovm:d are 
uninhabited, you are to take poJ11fioll of tbem for his 
MajeJly, by fetting up proper marks and injcriptiolls, 
asfirft difcoverm (lila poffeffors. 

But fora.fmuch as, in undertakings .of this nature, 
feveral emergencies may arife not to be fordee11, and 
therefon not particularly to be provided for by inftruc
tions before-band; you are, in all .fuch c(l.fes, to pro
ceed as you Jhall judge mofl advantageous to the .fer
vice on which you are employed. 

You are, by all opportunities, to fend to our Secre
tary, for our iliformation, accounts of your proceed
ings, and copies of the .fitrveys and drawings you jhal! 
have made; and upon your arrival ill Englan.d, yolt 
Ilre immediately to repair to this oJIice, in order to lay 
before us a full account of YOllr proceedillgs ill tbe 
whole couife of your voyage; taking care, before YOII 
leave the Jloop, to demand from the oJIicers and petty 
oificers, the log book; a1ld jOllr1l~ls tbey may bavi1 
kept, and io ./fal tbem lip for our 11l.fpefllOn j aJld en
ioining them, and the whole crew, Ilot to divulge wbere 
they have hem, un/tithey Jhall b~ve permi/fiQ1l.fo to 
do:. and you are to dtl'eEl Capram Clerke to do tbe 

.fame, with re.fpefl to the officers, petty offiars, and 
(r~w of the Difcovery. 

xxxvii 
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If any accident Jhould happ8n to the ReJolution in 
the cDurje of the voyage, fa as to difable her from 
proceeding any farther, you are, in juch cafe, to re
move yourjelf and her crew into the Difcovery, and 
to profecute your voyage in her; her Commander being 
bereby J1riflly required to receive you on board, and t() 
obey your orders, the fame, in every rejpefl, as when 
you were aflually on board thc Rejoiuti()n: And, in 
caft of your inability, by jicknejs or otherwife, t() car-
1) thefe In/lruflions into execution, you are to be careful 
to leave them with the next officer in c()mmand, who 
is hCrt'by required to execute them in the beJI manner 
he can. 

Givm under our hands the 6th aay af July, 1776, 

By commalld af their LordJhips, 

SANDWICH. 
C. SPENCER. 
H. PALLISER. 

PH. STEPHENS. 

Eefides ordering Captain Cook to fail on this 
important voyage, Government, in earneft about 
~he object of it, adopted a meafure, which, while 
It could not but have a powerful operation on the 
crews of the Refolution and Difcovery, by adding 
the motives ~f intertft, to the obligations of duty; 
~t the fame time ~ncouraged all his Majefty's fub
Jects to engage In attempts toward the prop:lfed 
dlrcov~ry. By the act of parliament, paffed in 
17 45 , a reward of twenty thouland pounds had 

t See tbe Statutes at Large, 18 George II. chap. 17. 

been 
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been ~eld out. But it had been held out only to 
the flJlPs belonging to any of his Majej!y'sJubjefls, 
exc1ulive of his Majefty's own {hips. The aCl: had 
a ftill more capital defeCl:. It held out this re
ward only to fuch {hips as {hould difcover a pa/fage 
through Hudfon's Bay; and, as we {hall foon take 
occafion to explain, it was by this time, pretty cer
tain, that no fuch paffage exifted within thofe li
mits. EffeCl:ual care was taken to remedy both 
thefe defeCl:s, by palling a new law; which, after 
reciting the provifions of the former, proceeds as 
follows: "And whereas many advantages, both to 
" commerce and fcience, may be alfo expeCl:ed 
" from the difcovery of any Northern paffage for 
" veffels by rea, between the Atlantic and Pacific 
" Oceans-be it enaCl:ed, That if any {hip be
" longing to any of his Majefty'5 fubjeCl:s, or to 
" his Majej!y, {hall find out, and fail through, 
,. any paffage by fea, between the Atlantic and 
" Pacific Oceans, in any direflion, or parallel of 
.. the Northern hemifphere, to the Northward of 
" the 52° of Northern latitude, the owners of fllch 
" {hips, if belonging to any of his Majefly's fllb
" jeCl:s, or the commander, officers, and .!eillllen, of 
" fitch Jhip belonging to bis Majej!y, iliall receive, 
" as a reward for fuch difcovery, the fum of twen
" ty thoufand pounds. 

" And whereas {hips employed, both in the 
" Spitzbergen Seas, and in Davis's Straits, have 
" frequent opportunities of approaching the North 
" Pole, though they have not time, du~ing the 
" courfe of one fummer, to penetrate Into the 
"Pacific Ocean; and whereas fuch approaches 
" may greatly tend to the difco~ery of a c~mmll
" nication between the AtlantIC and PaCIfic 0-
" ceans as well as be attended with many advan
" tages'to commerce and fcience, &c. be it enaCl:-

" ed, 

;txxix 
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" ed, That if any thip thall approach to witbirt 
" {o of the North Pole, the owner, &c. or com
" mander, &c. (0 approaching, thall receive, as a 
" reward for fuch firft al'proach, the fum of five 
" thoufand pounds"'." 

That nothing might be omitted that could faci
litate the fuccefs of Captain Cook's expedition, 
fame time before he (aileQ, in the begiiming of 
the fum mer of 1776, Lieutenant Pickerfgill, ap
pointed Commander of his Majefty's armed brig 
the Lion, was ordered "to proceed to Davis's 
" Straits, for the protection of the Britith whale 
" fithers;" and that firft object being fecured. 
" he was then required and directed to proceed 
" up Baffin's Bay, and explore the coafts there
" of, as far as in his judgment the fame could 
" be done without apparent rilk, .-taking care to 
" leave the above mentioned Bay fo timely, as 
" to fecure his return to England in the fall of the 
" year;" and it was farther enjoined to him, 
" to make nautical remarks of every kind, and 
" to employ Mr. Lane (Mafter of the veffel un
" der his command) in furveying, making charts, 
" and taking views of the feveral bays, harbours, 
" and different parts of the coafts which he might 
" vilit, and in making fuch notations thereon as 
" might be ufeful to geography and naviga
" tion t." 

Pickerrgill, we fee, was not to attempt the dif
covery of the paffage. He was directed to ex
plore the coalls of Baffin's Bay, wilh a view only 
to bring back, the fame year, fome information, 
which might be an ufeful direction toward plan
ning an intended voyage into that bay the en
fuing fummer, to try for the difcovery of a paffage 

'*' See the Statutes at Large, 1776. 16 George III. chap. 6. 
+ From his MS. I,,!leueilons, dated May J 4. 17i6. 
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en that fide, with a view to co-operate with Cap
tain Cook, who. it was fuppofed (from the tenor 
of his inftruCtions) would be trying for this palTage, 
about the fame time, from the oppofite fide of 
America. 

Pickerfgi1l, obeying his inftruCtions, at leaft in 
this inftance. did return that year; but there were 
fufficient reafons for pot fending him out again; 
and the command of the next expedition into 
Baffin's Bay was conferred on Lieutenant Young; 
whofe InftruCtions, having an immediate connec
tion with oUr voyage, are here inferted. 

EXTRACT of INSTRUCTIONS to Lieu
tenant YOUNG, commanding the LION 

armed VelTel, dated 13th March 1777. 

WH EREA S, in purfitance oj the Killg's plea- R~rd"li,". 
jure, jignified to us by the Earl of Sandwich, DijCD'VfrY· 

his lIIJ{~feJly's /loops named in the margin have been 
jent out under the command of Captain Cook, in 
order, during this and the mJuing year, to attempt 
it dijcovery of a Northern pajjage, by jea, from 
the Pacific to the Atlalllic. Oceall; and, for that 
pllrpo/e, to rU11 up as high as the latitude of ps' 
North, where it is boped he wIll be able to arrive 
111 tbe month of June next; and there, and as much 
further to the Northward as in his prudeJZce he jbaJI 
think proper, very carefully to Jearch for and ex-
plore Juck riwrs or inlets as may appear to be of 
a confiderable extent, and pointing to Hudjon's or 

,i;lajJin's Bays, or tbe North Sea; and, upon filld
In~ an1 p~l1age through, Jufficient for the purpofrs 
oj na'VlgatlOn, to attempt filch p.1fage WIth onf or 

/Jolh 
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" ed, That if any fhip fhall approach to within 
" {o of the North Pole, the owner, &c. or com
" mander, &c. fo approaching, fhall receive, as a 
" reward for fuch firft approach, the fum of five 
" thoufand pounds "." 

That nothing might be omitted that could faci
litate the fuccefs of Captain Cook's expedition, 
fome time before he faileQ, in the begitming of 
the fummer of 1776, Lieutenant Pickerfgill, ap
pointed Commander of his Majefty's armed brig 
the Lion, was ordered "to proceed to Dal'is's 
" Straits, for the proteCtion of the Britifh whale 
" fifhers;" and that firft object being fecured, 
" he was then required and direCted to proceed 
" up Baffin's Bay, and explore the coafts there
" of, as far as in his judgment the fame could 
" be done without apparent rilk, .,taking care to 
" leave the above mentioned Bay fo timely, as 
" to fecure his return to England in the fall of the 
" year;" and it was farther enjoined to him, 
" to make nautical remarks of every kind, and 
" to employ Mr. Lane (Mafter of the veffel un
" der his command) in furveying, making charts, 
" and taking views of the feveral bays, harbours, 
" and different parts of the coafts which he might 
" vilit, and in making fuch notations thereon as 
" might be ufeful to geography and naviga
" tion t." 

Pickerrgill, we fee, was not to attempt the dif
covery of the paffage. He was direCted to ex
plore the coafts of Baffin's B~y, with a view only 
to bring back, the fame year, fome information, 
w.hich might be an ufeful direCtion toward plan..; 
nl~g an intended voyage into that bay the en
flllng fum mer, to try for the difcovery of a paffage 

;IF See the Statutes at Large, 1776. ,6 GeQrge III. chap. 6. 
+ From his MS. !nfiruCbons, dated May '4. '776. 
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en that fide, with a view to co-operate with Cap
tain Cook, who, it was fuppofed (from the tenor 
of his inftruCtions) would be trying for this paffage 
about the fame time, from the oppofite fide of 
America. 

Pickerfgi11, obeying his inftruCtions, at leaft in 
this infiance. did return that year; but there were 
fufficient reafons for Dot fending him out again; 
and the command of the next expedition into 
Baffin's Bay was conferred on Lieutenant Young; 
whofe InfiruCtions, having an immediate connec
tion with our voyage, are here inferted. 

EXTRACT of INSTRUCTIONS to Lieu
tenant YOUNG, commanding the LION 
armed Veffel, dated 13th March 1777. 

WE E R EA S, in purJuance of the King's plea- R~r,luli' •. 
Jure, fignified to us by the Earl of Sandwich, Difcowry. 

his NlaJefly's }loops named in the margin have been 
Jent out under the command of Captain Cook, in 
order, during this and the enJuin! year, to attempt 
a diJcovery of a Northern pajJage, by jea, from 
the Pacific to the Atla1ltic, Ocean; and, for that 
purpofe, to run up as high as the latitude of f.,S· 
North, where it is boped he will be able to arl'1ve 
til tbe month of June neXI; and there, and as much 
jllrther to the Northward as in his prudmce he Jhall 
think proper, very carefully to Jearch for and O~· 
pfarr JIICN riV8rs or inlets as may appear to be of 
a canfiderable extent, and pOlming to HudJon's or 

,Baffin's Bays, or tbe North Sea; and, upon find
ing any paffage through, Juificient for the pUlpofs 
0/ navigation, to attr:mpt Jllch p,iffage 'with olle or 

both 
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both of the floops; or, if they are judged to he tOD 
large, with fmatler velJels, the frames of which 
bave been fent out with him for that purpoJe: ANd 
whereas, in purfuance ofhisMajefty's further pleaJure. 
jignified as aforejaid, the armed vejJel under your 
command bath been jitted in order to proceed to 
Baffin's Bay, with a view to explore the Weftern 
parts thereof, and to endeavour to jina a pa.!fage, 
011 that fide, from the Atlantic to the Pac fie O. 
cean, and we have thought fit to intrujl you with 
the cOl/duB of that voyage; You are therefore here
hy requti-ed and direBed to put to fea in the Jaid 
armed vejJel, without a mome1ll's loft of time, and 
make the beft of your way into Baifin's Bay, and 
Jo rue your beft endeavours to explore the Weflern 
jhorcs thereof, as far as in Jour judgment the fame 
can be done, without apparent ri(que, and to ex· 
amine filCh conjiderable rivers or inlets as you may 
dijcover; and, in cafe you jind any, through which 
there may be a probability of paJling into the Pa
cift. Ocean, you are to attempt fuch pa.!fage; and 
if you (ucceed in the attempt, and jhali be able to 
repaJs it agaill, Jo as to return to England this 
year, you are to make the beft of your way to Spit. 
head, or the Nore, and rem.1in there unttl ym re
ceive further order; Jending us an account of YO/lr 
arrival and proceeding.. But if yolt jhall Juccecd 
ilJ the attempt, and jhal! jind the JeaJon too far 
odvanced for you to return the Jame way, you are 
tben to look out for the mofl CDIIVC1Iieut place to 
winter ill, and to endeavour to return by the foid 
p rffage as early III the next year as the JeaJoII will 
a,(mlt, and then to make the beft of your way to Eng
la/ld, as above direBed_ 

//1 cap, however, YOIl jhot/ld 1I0t jind, or jhoult;l 
be JatiJjied there is not any probabi/i'ty of jindil1g, 

any 
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afzy fuch paffage, or, finding it,' you Jhould not he 
able to get through in the vejJel yoze command, yOlt 
are then to return to England, as hefore mentioned, 
unleJs yoze Jhall find allY branch oj the fea leading 
to the WeJlward which you Jhall judge ltkely to af
ford a communication between the Atlantic and Pa
cific Oceans, and which you Jhall Hit be able to ex
plore in the courfe of this year, it being, in that 
caft, left to your dijcretioll to flay the Winter in 
the mqfl commodious fituatio1Z you can find, in order 
to purjue the dijcovery next year, if you Jhall find 
it adviftable .fo to do; and, having dijcovered 
fuch paffage, or not .fucceeded in the attempt, you 
are to make the befl of your way to England, as 
above dircfled. 

It was natural to hope, that fomething would 
have been done in one or other, or in both thefe 
voyages of the Lion, that might have opened our 
views with regard to the practicability of a pa{fage 
from this fide of America. But, unfortunatClly, 
the execution did not anfwer the expectations con
ceived. Pickerrgill, who had acquired profefIional 
experience when acting under Captain Cook, juftly 
merited the cenfure he received, for improper be
haviour when intrufted with command in Davis's 
Straits; and the talents of Young, as it ~fter
ward appeared, were more adapted to contnbllte 
to the glory of a victory, as Commande~ of a.line 
of battle !hip, than to add to geographical dl(co-

venes, 
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veries, by encountering mountains of ice, and ex· 
ploring unknown coafis "". 

Both Pickerfgill and Young having been ordered 
to proceed into Baffin=s Bay; and Captain Cook 
being directed not to begin his fearch till he /hould 
arrive in the latitude of 65°, it may not be impro
per to fay fomething here of the reafons which 
weighed with thofe who planned the voyages, and 
framed the infiructions, to carry their views fo far 
Northward, as the proper fituation, where the paC
fage, if it exified at all, was likely to be attempt
ed with {uccefs It may be afked, Why was 
HuMon's Bay neglected on our fide of America; 
and why was not Captain Cook ordered to begin 
his fearch on its oppotite fide, in much lower lati
tudes? Particularly, why not explore the firait 
leading into the 'vVefiern fea of John de Fuca, 
between the latitudes of 470 and 48"; the Ar
chipelago of St. Lazarus of Admiral de Fonte, 
between 50" and 55°; and the rivers and lakes 
through which he found a paffage North Eaft
ward, till he met with a /hip from Bofton ? 

As to the pretended difcoveries of de Fuca, 
the Greek Pilot, or of de Fonte, the Spanifh 
Admiral, though they have fometimes found their 
way into fictitIOUS maps, or have been warmly 
contendee for by the efpoufers of fanciful fyfiems; 
to have directed Captain Cook to fpend any time 

• In the Philafaphical Tranfa<!iiolls, Val. Ixviii. p. 1057, we 
have the track of Pickerfgill's ,"ayage, which, prabably, may be 
of ufe to our Greenland fhips, as it contains many obfervations 
far fixing the langitude and latitude of th~ coafts in Davis'. 
Straits. But it appears that he never entered Battin's Bay, the 
higheft Northeru latitude to which he advanced being 68 0 14'. 
As to Young's proceedings, having failed abfolutely in making 
allY difcO\'ery, it is of lefs GOnfequence, that no communication 
of his journal could be procured. 

I in 
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in tracing them, would have been as wife a mea
fure as if he had been direaed to trace the fitua
tion of Lilliput or Brobdignac. The latter are, 
indeed, confeffedly, mere objeas of imagination; 
and the former, defiitute of any fufficient exter
nal evidence, bear fo many firiking marks of in
ternal abfurdity, as warrant our pronouncing them 
to be the fabric of impofiure. Captilin Cook's 
infiruaions were founded on an accurate know
ledge of what had been already done, and of 
what ftill remained to do; and this knowledge 
pointed out the inutility of beginning his fearch 
for a paffage till his arrival in the latimde of 65° ; 
of which every fair and capable inquirer will be 
abundantly convinced, by an attention to the fol
lowing particulars. 

Middleton, who commanded the expedition in 
1741 and 1742, into Hudfon's Bay, had pro
ceeded farther North than any of his predecer
fors 'in that navigation. But though, from his 
former acquaintance with that Bay, to which he 
had frequently failed in the fervice of the com
pany, he had entenained hopes of finding out a 
paffage through it into the Pacific Ocean, the 
obfervations which he was now enabled [0 make. 
induced him to change his opinion; and, on his 
retUT!: to England, he made an unfavourable re
port. Mr. Dobbs, the patron of the enterprize. 
did not acquiefce in this; and, fortified in his ori
ginal idea of the praaicability of (he paffage, by 
the teftimony of frJme, of Middletoil.'s officers" he 
appealed (Q the PublIc, accufing .blm of ha.vmg 
mifreprefented faas, and of bavmg, from mte
refted motives, in concert with the Hudfon's Bay 
Company, decided againfi the praaicability of 
the paffage, ,thollgh ~be. dif~overies of his own 
'foyage had put il withIn hiS reach. 

He 
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He had, between the latitude of 65° and 66°, 
found a very confiderable inlet running Weft ward, 
into which he entered with his iliips; and, "after 
" repeated trials of the tides, and endeavours to 
" difcover the nature and courfe of the opening, 
" for three weeks fuccefiively, he found the flood 
" conftantly to come from the Eaftward, and that 
" it was a large river he had got into," to which 
he gave the name of Wager River·. 

The accuracy, or rather the fidelity of this re
port was denied by Mr. Dobbs, who contended 
that this opening is a Strait, and not a frejb wa
ter river, and that Middleton, if he had examin
ed it properly, would have found a paffage through 
it to the Weftem American Ocean. The fai
lure of this voyage, therefore, only ferved to fur
nith our zealous advocate for the difcovery, with 
new arguments for attempting it once more; and 
he had the good fortune, after getting the reward 
of twenty tsoufand pounds eftablithed by act of 
parliament, to prevail upon a fociety of gentle
men and merchants to fit out the Dobbs and Cali
fornia; which iliips, it was hoped, would be able 
to find their way into the Pacific Ocean. by the 
very opening which Middleton's voyage had point
ed out, and which he was believed to have mif
reprefented. 

This renovation of hope only produced frelb 
difappointment. For it is well known, that the 
voyage of the Dobbs and California, inftead of 
confuting, ftrongly confirmed all that Middleton 
had afferted. The fuppofed Strait was found 1a be 
nothing more than a freth water river, and its 
utmoft Weftern navigable boundaries were now 

'*' See the Abfiract of his Journal, p"blilhed by Mr. Dobbs. 

afcertained, , 
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afcertained, by accurate examination. But though 
Wager's Strait had thus difappointed our hopes, 
as had alfo done Rankin's Inlet, which was now 
found to be a clofe Bay; and though other ar
guments, founded on the fuppofed courfe of the 
tides in HuMan's Bay, appeared to be grOlmdlefs ; 
fuch is our attachment to an opinion once adopted, 
that, even after the unfuccefsful iffue of the voy
age of the Dobbs and California, a paffage through 
fome other place in that Bay was, by many, 
confidered as attainable; and, particularly, Chef
terfield's (formerly called Bowden's) Inlet, lying 
between latitude 63° and 64°, fucceeded \Vager's 
Strait, in the fanguine expetlations of thofe who 
remained unconvinced by former difappointments. 
Mr. Ellis, who was on board the thips, and who 
Wf0te the biftory of the voyage, holds up this as 
one of the places where the paffage may be fought 
for, upon wry rational grounds, and with very good 
effifls "". He alfo mentions Repulfe Bay, nearly 
in latitude 67 u

; but as to this he fpeaks lefs con
fidently; only faying, that by an attempt there, 
we might probably approach nearer to the difla
very t. He had good reafon for thus guarding 
his expreffion; for the committee, who diretled 
this voyage, admitting the impratlicability of ef
fetling a palfage at Repulfe Bay, had refiJfed al
lowing the thips to go into it, being /atisjied as 
to that place t.. . . 

Setting Repulfe Bay, therefore, afide, wlthm 
which we have no reafon for believing that any 

'*' Ellis's Voyage, p; 328. + Ibid. p. HO. 
t Account of the Voyage, by the Clerk of the California, 

Vol. ii. p. 273. Mr. Dobbs himfelf fays, That he I~ought the 
p'!/lage 'Would he impraElicable, or, at /e'!ft, 'Very difficult, III 

cafe there 'Was one farther North than 67°· 
Acculint of Hlidfon's Bay, p. 99· 

inlet 
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inlet exills, there remained no part of Hudfon's 
Bay to be fearched, but Chellerfield's Inlet, and 
a fmall track of coaft between the latitude 62~, 
and what is called the South Point of Main, which 
had been left unexplored by the Dobbs and Cali
fornia. 

But this laft gleam of hope has now difappear
ed. The avedion of the HuMan's Bay Company, 
to contribute any thing to the difcovery of a 
North Weft paffage, had been loudly reported by 
Mr. Dobbs; and the Public feemed to believe that 
the charge was well founded. But ftill, in juftice 
to them, it mull be allowed, that, in 1720, they 
had fent Melfrs. Knight and Barlow, in a floop 
on this very diCcovery; but thefe unfortunate 
people were never more heard of. Mr. Scroggs, 
who failed in fearch of them, in 1722, only 
brought back proofs of their fhipwreck, but no 
frefh intelligence about a paffage, which he was 
alfo to look for. They alfo fent a floop, and a 
fhallop, to try for this difcovery, in I7 37; but 
to no purpofe. If obftructions were thrown ill 
the way of Captain Middleton, and of the Com
manders of the. Dobbs and California, the Go
vernor and Committee of the Hudfon's Bay Cem
pany, fince that time, we mull acknowledge, 
have made amends for the narrow prejudices of 
their predecelfors; and we have it in our power 
to appeal to facts, which abundantly teftify, that 
Gvery thing has been done by them, that could 
be required by the Public, toward perfecting the 
~arch for a North Weft palfage. 

In the year 1761, Captain Chriftopher failed 
from Fort Churchill, in the floop Churchill; and 
his voyage was not quite fruitlefs; for he failed 
up Chd1:erfield's Inlet, through which a palfage 

had, 
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had, by Mr. Ellis's account of it, been [0 gene
rally expeCted. But when the water turned brack
ifh, which marked that he was not in a ftrait 
but in a river, he returned. ' 

To leave no room for a variety of opinion, 
however, he was ordered to repeat the voyage 
the enfuing fummer, in the fame floop, and Mr. 
Norton, in a cutter, was appointed to attend him. 
By the favour of the Governor and Committee 
of the Company. the Journals of Captain Chrif
topher, and of Mr. Norton, and Captain Chrifto
pher's chart of the Inlet, have been readily com
municated. From thefe authentic documents, it 
appears that the fearch and examination of Chef
terfield's Inlet was now completed. It was found 
to end in a frefh water lake, at the diftance of 
about one hundred and feventy mile5 from tbe {ea. 
This hke was found alfo to be about twenty-one 
leagues long, and from five to ten broad, and 
to be completely elofed up on every fide, ex
cept to the Weft, where there was a little rivulet; 
to fUlvey the nate of which, Mr. Norton and the 
crew of th-e cutter having landed, and marched lip 
tbe country, faw that it [oon terminated in 
three falls, one above another, and not water for 
a fmall boat over them; and ridges, moftly dry 
from fide to fide, for five or fix miles higher. 

Thus ends Chenerfield's Inlet, and all Mr. Ellis's 
upetlations of a paffage through it to the Weft
ern Ocean. The other part of the eoaft, from 
latitude 62°, to the South Point of Main, within 
which limits hopes were alfo entertained of find
ing a paffage, have, of late years, been thorough
lyexplored. It is here that pinol Bay is lituated; 
which the author who has writ laft in this country, 
Vo~. I. d on 
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on the probability of a North Weft pajJaze·, {peaks 
of as the only remaining part. o~ HudCon's B.ay 
where this Weftern commulllcatlon may eXlft. 
But this has been alfo examined; and, on the 
authority of Captain Chrif1:opher, we can affure 
the Reader, that there is no inlet of any conCe· 
quence in all that part of the coaft. Nay, he 
has, in an open boat, failed round the bottom of 
what is called Piftol Bay, and, inftead of a paf
fage to a Weftern Sea, found it does not run 
above three or four miles inland. 

Befides thefe voyages by fea, which fatisfy us 
that we muft not look for a palfage to the South 
of 670 of latitude; we are indebted to the Hud
Con's Bay Company, for a journey by land, which 
has thrown much additional light on this matter, 
by affording what may be called demonftration, 
how much farther North, at leaft in fome part of 
their voyage, fhips muft hold their courfe, before 
they can pafs from one fide of America to the 
other. The Northern Indians, who come down 
to the Company's forts for trade, had brought to 
the knowledge of our people, the exiftence of a 
river .. which, from copper abounding near it, had 
got the name of the Copper-mine River. We read 
much about this river in Mr. Dobbs's publications 
and he confiders the Indian accounts of it as fa: 
vourable to his fyftem. The Company being de
firous of examining the matter with precifion, or
dered their Governor of Prince of \Vales's Fort, 
to fend a proper perf on to travel by land, under 
the efcort of fame trul1:y Northern Indians, with 
orders to proceed to this famous river, to take 

.... ~rinted for Jeffreys, in 1768. His words are, .. There re
mainS then to be fearched for the difcovery of a paffaae the 

~ opening called Pillol Bay, ill Hudfon's Bay," P. IU. ' 

an 
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an accurate furvey of its courfe, and to trace it 
to the fea, into which it empties itfelf. Mr. 
He~rne, a young gentleman in their fervice, who, 
havrng been an officer in the Navy, was well 
qualified to make obfervations for fixing the lon
gitude and latitude, and make drawings of the 
country he {hall pa's through, and of the river 
which he was to examine, was appointed for this 
fervice. 

Accordingly, he fet out from Fort Prince of 
Wales, on Churchill River, in latitude 58° 50" 
on the 7th of December J 770; and the whole 
of his proceedings, from time to time, are faith
fully preferved in his written Journal. The publi
cation of this would not be an unacceptable pre
fent to the world, as it draws a plain artlefs picture 
of the favage modes of life, the fcanty means of 
fubfifience, and indeed of the fingular wretched
nefs, in every refpect, of the various tribes, wbo, 
without fixed habitations, pafs their miferable lives, 
roving throughout the dreary defens, and over 
the frozen lakes of the immenfe track of conti
nent through which Mr. Hearne paffed, and which 
he may be laid to have added to the geography of 
the globe. His general courfe was to the North 
Weft. In the month of June 1771, being then 
at a place called Conge catba wha Cbaga, he had, 
to ufe his own words, two good obJervations, botb 
by meridialz and double alliludes, the mean of which 
determines this place to be ;11 latitude 68" 4Q' 
North, and, by account, i1l longitude 24° 2' n-: eft 
a/Churchill River. On the 13th of July (havrng 
left Conge catha wha Chaza on the 2d, and travel:. 
ling fiill to the Weft of North) he. reached. the 
Copper-mine River; and was not a little fu~pn.zed 
to find it differ fo much froIll th~ defcflptlOns 

d 2 given 
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given .of it by the natives. at the fort; ~or,. in.ftead 
of bemg likely to be navIgable for 11 thlP, It IS, at 
this parr, fcarcely navigable for an Indian canoe; 
three falls being in fight, at one view, and being 
choaked up with thoals and ftony ridges. 

Here Mr. Hearne began his furvey of the river. 
This he continued till he arrived at its mouth, 
near which his Northern Indians mafi"acred twen
ty-one Efquimaux, whom they furprized in their 
tents. We thall give Mr. Hearne's account of 
his arrival at the fea, in his own words. "After 
" the Indians had plundered the tents of the Ef
" quimaux of all the copper, &c. they were then 
" again ready to affift me in making an end to 
" the furvey; the fea then in fight from the North 
" Weft by Weft to the North Eaft, diftant about 
.. eight miles. It was then about five in the morn
" ing of the 17th, when I again proceeded to fur
" vcy the river to the mouth, frill found, in every 
" re(pett, no ways likely, or a poffibility of be
" ing made navigable, being full of thoals and 
" falls; and, at the entrance, the river emptying 
" itfelf over a dry flat of the thore. For the tide 
" was then out, and feemed, by the edges of the 
" ice, to flow about twelve or fourteen feet, which 
" will only reach a little within the river's mouth. 
" That being the cafe, the water in the river had 
" not the leaft brackilh tafte. Ellt I am fure of 
" its being the fea, or fome part thereof, by the 
" quantity of whale-bone and feal fkins the Ef
" quimallx had at their tents; as alfo the num
" ber of feals which I faw upon the ice. The 
" jea, at the river's mouth, was full of if1ands and 
" Ihoals, as far as I could fee, by the affiftance of 
" a pocket telefcope; and the ice was not yet bro
" ken up, only thawed away about three quarter~· 

" of 
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C~ of a mile from the Otore, and a little way round 
.< the iflands and Otoals. 

" By the time I had completed this (urvey, it 
" ~as about one in the morning of the J 8th; but 
" In thefe high latitudes, and this time of the year, 
" t~e fun is always a good height above the ho
u n~on. I! then came on a thi~k drizzling rain, 
" with a thIck fog; and, as findIng the ri ver and 
" fea, in every refpect, not likely to be of any 
" utility, I did not think it worth while to wait 
" for fair weather, to determine the latitude ex
" acHy by an obfervation. But, by the extraordi
" nary care I took in obferving the courfes and 
"diftances, walked from Congecathawhachaa.:;a .. 
" where I had two good obfervations, the Jari" . 
" may be depended on, within twenty miles at 
" fartheft." 

From the map which Mr. Hearne conftnlcte:d 
of the country through which he paffed, in this 
fingular journey, and which we have been per
mitted to copy upon our general chart, it ap
pears that the mouth of the copper-mine river lies 
in the latitude 7'1.°, and above 250 Weft longitude 
from the fort, from whence he took his departure *. 

The confequences reCulting from this extenlive 
diCcoverYt are obvious. We now fee that the 
continens of North America ftretches from Hud
fon's Bay fo far to the North Weft, that Mr. 
Hearne had travelled near thirteen hundn:d miles 

., Mr. Hea.rne's Journey, back from the copper-mine river, 
to Fort Prince of Wales, lalled till June 30, 177z. From hi, 
firn fetting out till his return, he had employed near a year and 
feven months. The unparalleled hardlhips he fuffered, and the 
efi'ential fervice he performed, met with a fuitable rew.~d from 
his mailers and he is noW the Governor of Fort Prmce of 
Wales, whe~e·he was taken prifoner by the Fren<h in 178z; and 
lall Cummer returned to his nation. 

before 
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before he arrived at the fea. His moft: Weftern 
diftance from the coaft of Hudfon's Bay waS 
near fix hundred miles·; and that his Indian 
guides were well apprized of. a vaft tr~8 o.r co~
tinent ftrerching farther on 10 that dtre8lOn, IS 

certain from many circumftances mentioned in 
his journal; one of which, as befides efiablilhing 
this faa, it prefenrs us with a very ftriking pic
ture of favage life, has been tranfcribed in the 
following note t. 

What 

.. The Rudfon·. Bay company have a trading poll: called Hud
Jon's Houfe, above five hundred miles up the country, in lat. 5io 
0' p", and in long. 1060 ~7' 30". . 

of- This day, Jan. II, 177', as the Indians were hunting, 
fome o.fthem faw a {hange fnow-Iboe track, which they follow
ed, and at a confiderable dillance came to a little hut, where ther 
found a young woman fitting alone. They brought her to the 
tents; and, on examining her, found that Ibe was one of the 
W dIem Dog-ribbed Indians, and had been taken prifoner b'y the 
ArathapeJcow Indians in the fummer '770; and when the Indi
ans, who took her prifoner, were near this part in the fummer 
'77', Ibe eloped from them, with an intent to return to her own 
country; but it being Jo far rifl, and, after being taken prifener, 
having come the whole way in canoe!, with the winding afri
vers and lake., Ibe had forgot the way; and had been in this little 
hut ever finee the firll fetting in of the faIl. By her account of 
the moons pall, fince her elopement, it appears to be the middle 
of lall July when Ibe left the Arathapefcow Indians, and had not 
feen a human face even fince. She fupported herfelf very well 
by fnaring of rabbits, partridges, and fquirrels, and was now in 
good health and flefh; and, I think, as fine a woman of a real 
Jndian, as I have feen in any part of North America. She had 
nothing to make fnares of but the finews of rabbits legs and feet, 
w~ich Ibe t.\"illed together for that purpofe; and of the rabbits 
fklp.s had made herfelf a neat and warm winter's clothing. The 
irc>,k of materials Ibe took with her when Ibe eloped, confill
ed of about five inches of an iron hoop for a knife; a frone 
Ileel, and other hard Ilones as flints, together with other fire 
tackle, as tinder, &c.; about,an inch and half of the Ibank of 
the lboeing of an arrew, of iron, of which Ibe made an awl. 
She had not been long at the tents, when half a fcore of men 
wrdtled to fee who ihould have her for their wife. She fays, 
when the Arathapefcow Indians took her prifoner, that they 

,frole on the tents in the night when the inhabitants were all 
, , alleep, 
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:What is now, for. the ~rfl: time, authentically 
lal~ before the Pubhc, with regard to the difco
venes made by the HuMon's Bay Company, was 
well known to the noble Lord who prelided at the 
board of Admiralty, when this voyage was un
dertaken; and the intimate connection of thofe 
difcoveries with the Plan of the Voyage, of courfe 
regulated the inftructions given to Captain Cook. ' 

And now, may we not take it upon us to ap
peal to every candid and capable inquirer, whether 
that part of the infl:ructions which directed the 
Captain not to lofc timf, ilL explorillg rivers or in
Ifts, or upon any other account, till he got into the 
latitude of 65°, was not framed judicioufly; as 
there were fuch indubitable proofs that no paf
fage exifted fo far to the South as any part of 
Hudfon's Bay, and that, if a paffage could be 
effected at all, part of it, at leaft, muft be tfa-

;rlIeep, and killed every foul except herfelf and three other 
young women. Her futher, mother, and hulband were in the 
fltme tent with her, and they were alI kilIed. Her child, of 
abo\ltfWe months old, !he took with her, wrapped in a bun
dle of ber clothing, undifcovered, in the night. But when 
arrived' at the place where the Arathapefcows had left their 
wives, which was not far off, it being then day-break, thefe 
Indian women immediately began to examine her bundle; 
and having there found the child, took it from her and kilIed 
it immediately. The relation of this !hocking fcene only fer
ved thefavages of my gang for laughter. Her country is Jo Jar 
to f(u Wiflward, that fhe fays fhe never faw any iron, or other 
kind of metal, till taken prifoner; thofe of her t.ribe making 
their hatchets and chifels of deers horns, and kmves of llone 
'md bone; their arrows are !hod with a kind of flate, bones, 
a",,l, deers horns; and their inllruments, to make their wood 
work, are nothing but beavers teeth.. They have frequently 
heard of the ufeful materials the natlon.s to the Eall of them 
are fupplied with fro!ll the Ellgli!b; but,. inllead of drawing 
nearer IP be in the way of tradmg for. Hon work, &c. are 
obliged to retreat farther back, to avold the Arathapefco ,v 
Indians as they make furprifing flaughter amongll them every 
year, b~th winter aud fllmmer. HEARNE's MS. Journal. 

verfed. 
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ver[ed by the fhips as far to the Northward as the 
latitude 72', where Mr. Hearne arrived at the rea ? 

We may add as a farther confideration, in fup
port of this article of the InfiruCtions, that Beer
ing's Aliatic difcoveries, in 1728, having traced 
that continent to the latitude of 67°, . Captain 
Cook's approach toward that latitude was to be 
wilhed for, that he might be enabled to bring back 
more authentic information than the world had 
llitherto obtained, abollt the relative fituation and 
vicinity of the two continents, which was abfo
lutely necdliuy to be known, before the praCtica
bility of failing between the PacIfic and Atlantic 
Oceans, in any Northern direction, could be afcer-
tained. . 

After all, that fearch, in a lower latitude, which 
they who give credit (if any fuch there now be) to 
the pretended difcoveries of de Fonte, affect to 
wifh had been recommended to Captain Cook, has 
(if that will cure them of their credulity) been 
fatisfaCl:orily made. .The Spaniards, roufed from 
their lethargy by our voyages, and having caught 
a fpark of enterprize from our repeated vifits to 
the Pacific Ocean, have followed us more than 
once into the line of our difcoveries within the 
Southern tropic; and have alfo fitted out expedi~ 
tions to explore the American continent to the 
North of California It is to be lamented, that 
there fhould be any reafons why the tranfaCl:ions 
of thofe Spanilh voyages have not been fully 
difclofed, with' the fame liberal fpirit of infor- . 
mation which other nations have adopted. But, 
fortunately, this exceffive caution of the court 
of Spain has been defeated, at leaft in dille in
fiance, by the publication of an authentic Jour
pal of their laft voyage of difcovery upon the 

I coaft 
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coaft of America, in 1775, for which the world 
is indebted to the Honourable Mr. Daines Bar
rington. This publication, which conveys fome 
Information of real confequer,ce to geography, 
and has therefore' been referred to more than 
once in the following work, is particularly va
luable in this refpett, that fome parts of the 
eoaft which Captain Cook, in his progrefs North
ward, was prevented, by unfavourable winds, 
from approaching, were feen and examined by· 
the Spanifh fhips who preceded him; and 
tbe perufal of the following extract from their 
Journal, may be recommended to thofe (if any 
fuch there be) who would reprefent it as an im
perfection in Captain Cook's voyage, that he had 
Dot an opportunity of examining the coaft of 
America, III the latitude afiigned to the difcove
ries of Admiral Fonte. "We now attempted 
~. to find out the firaits of Admiral Fonte, though, 
"' as yet, we had not difcovered the Archipe
" lago of St. Lazarus, through which he is (aid 
" to have failed. With this intent, we fearched 
4, every bay and reeefs of the coafi, and failed 
"' round every headland, lying to in tbe night, 
c, that we might not lofe fight of tbis entrance. 
" After thefe pains Jakm, and being favoured by 
c' a North Wf/l wind, it may be pronounced that 
n no fuch .llraits are to be found *." 

In this Journal, the Spaniards boafi of " hav
" jng reached Co hIgh a latitude as Sso, beyond 
c. what any other navigators bad bee.n .able. to 
~, effect in thore feas t." vVnbout dlCn1ol(hmg 

r 

'*' Journal of a voyage in 1175 by I?on Francifco ,Antonio 
l\1aurelle, in Mr. Barrington's Mifcollanles, p. 508 . 

t I~id. p. 507. We learn from Maurelle's Journal that another 
voya&e h:ldbeen fome time before pprformed ,;,pon the co~!t of 
America; but the utmo!t North~n> progrefs of It was to latitude 
5)'. 

the 
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tbe merit of their performance, we may be per
mitted to fay that it will appear very inconfide
rabIe, indeed, in comparifon of what Captain Cook 
effetl:ed, in the voyage of which an account is 
given in thefe volumes. Befides exploring the 
land in the South Indian Ocean, of which Ker
guelen, in two voyages, had been able to obtain 
but a very imperfetl: knowledge; adding alfo many 
confiderable acceflions to the geography of the 
Friendly Iflands; and difcovering the noble group, 
now called Sandwich Wands, in the Northern 
part of the Pacific Ocean, of which not the faint
eft trace can be met with in the account of 
any former voyage; belides thefe preliminary dif
coveries, the Reader of the following work will 
find, that in one fummer, our Englilh Naviga
tor difcovered a much larger proportion of the 
North Weft coaft of America than the Spani
ards, though fettled in the neighbourhood, had, 
in all their attempts, for above two hundred years, 
been able to do; That he has put it beyond aU 
doubt that Beering and Tfcherikoffhad really dif. 
covered the continent of America in 1741, and 
has alfo eftablilhed the prolongation of that con
tinent Weft ward oppollte Kamtfchatka, which 
fpeculative writers, wedded to favourite fyftems, 
had affetl:ed fo much to difbelieve ", and which, 
though admitted by Muller, had, fince he wrote. 
been conlldered as di(proved by later Ruffian dif· 
coveries t; That, befides-'afcertaining the true po-

fition 

.. Dr: Campbell, fpeaking of Beering'. voyage in '74', fays, 
" Nothing can be plainer than this truth that his difcovery doe. 
U not warrant any fuch fuppofltion, as th~t the cou,ntry he touch
ec ed at was a great continent making part of NQrth America:' 

T See Co."e" Ru1Iian Difc?veries, p. 26; 27. &c'. The fiClions 
of fpeculatlve geographers In the Southern hem,fphere, . have 

. been 
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fition of the. W diem coaO:s of America, with 
fome inconfiderable interruptions, from latitude 
44° up to beyond the latitude 70°, he has alfo 
afcertained the pofition of the North EaO:ern ex
tremity of Alia, by confirming Beering's difcove
ries in 1720, and adding eXlenfive acceflions of 
his own; That he has given us more authentic' 
information concerning the il1ands lying between 
the two continents, than the Kamtfcbatka traders, 
ever fince Beering firO: taugbt tbem to venture 
on this fea, had been able to procure:l:; That, 
by fixing the relative fituation of Alia and Ame
rica, and di [covering the narrow bounds of the 
O:rait that divides them, he has thrown a blaze 
of light upon this important part of the geogra
phy of the globe, and folved the puzzling pro
blem about the peopling of America, by' tribes 

been continents; in the Northern hemifphere, they have been 
feas. It may be obferved, therefore, that if CaFtain Cook in 
his firll voyages annihilated imaginary Southern lands, he has 
made amends for the havock, in his third voyage, by annihi
lating imaginary Northern feas, and filling up the vall fpace, 
which had heen allotted to them, with the f"lid continents of 
his new difcoveries of American land farther \Velt and North 
than had hitherto been traced. 

! The Ruffians reem to owe much to England, in matters 
of this fort. It is fingular enough that one of our countrymen, 
Dr. Campbell [See his edition of Harris's voyages, Vol. ii. p. 
IOZI.] has preferved many valuable particulars "f Beering's firt~ 
voyage, of which Muller himfeJf, the Hiltorian of their ear
lier difcoveries, makes no mention; that it fhould be another 
of our countrymen, Mr. Coxe, who firft publi!hed a fatisfac
tory account of their later difcoveries; and that the King of 
Great Britain's !hips !hould traverfe the globe in 1778, to con
firm to the Ruffian empire, the poll'effion of near thirty de
gre~s, or above fix hundred miles of continent, which Mr. 
Engel, in his zeal for the praClicability of a North Eaa paf
fage, would prune away from the length of Afia to the r,aa_ 
ward. See· his Memoires GeographiqZ!es, &c. Laufanne lj6S; 
whiCh, however, contains much real information; and many 
parts of which are confirmed by Captain Couk's American dif
coveries.' 

2 defliture 
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dell:itute of the necelTary means to. attempt long 
navigations; and, laftly, That. though the prin
cipal object of the voyage failed, the world will 
be greatly benefited even by the failure, as it 
has brought us to the knowledge of the exiftence 
of the impediments, which future navigators may 
expect to meet with in attempting to go t~ the 
Eaft Indies through Beering's ftrait. 

The extended review we have taken of the 
preceding voyages, and the general outline we 
have fketched out, of the tranfactions of the laft, 
which are recorded at full length in thefe volumes, 
will not, it is hoped, be confidered as a prolix, 
or unnecelTary detail. It will [erve to give a juft 
notion of the whole plan of difcovery executed 
by his Majefty's commands. And it appearing 
that much was aimed at, and much accomplilhed, 
in the unknown parts of the globe, in both he
mifpheres, there needs no other confideration, 
to give full fatisfaction to thofe who polTeCs an 
enlarged way of thinking, that a variety of ufe
ful purpoCes muft have been effected by thefe 
reCearches. But there are others, no doubt, who, 
too diffident of their own abilities, or too indo
lent to exert them, would wilh to have their 
reflections afiifted, by pointing out what thoCe 
uCeflil purpofes are. For the uCe of fuch, the 
following enumeration of particulars is entered 
upon. And if there Ihould be any, who affeCt 
to undervalue the plan, or the execution of our 
voyages, what !ball now be offered, if ·it do not 
convince them, may, at leaft, check the influ
ence of their unfavourable decilion. 

I. It may be fairly confidered, as one great 
advantage accruing to the world from our late 
fllrveys of the globe, that t\ley have confuted 
fanciful theories, too likely to give birth to im
practicable undertakings. 

A.fter 
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After Captain Cook's perCevering and fruitle(s 
traverfes through every corner of the Southern 
bemifphere, who.. for the future, will pay any 
attention to the ingenious reveries of Campbell, 
(o)e Broffes, and de Buffon? or hope to eflablifh 
an intercourfe with fuch a continent as Mauper
tuis's fruitful imagination had pictured? A con
tinent equal, at leaft, in extent, to all the civi
lized countries in the known' Northern hemiC
phere, where new men, new animals, new pro
ductions of every kind, migqt be brought for
ward to our view, and difcoveries be made, which 
would open inexhauftible treafures of commerce *. 
We can now boldly take it upon us to difcou
rage all expeditions, formed on fuch reafonings 
of fpeculative philofophers, into a quarter of the 
globe, where our perfevering Englifh navigator, 
inftead of this promifed fairy land, found nothing 
but barren. rocks, fcarcely affording fhelter to 
penguins. and feals; and dreary feas, and moun
tains of ice, occupying the immenfe fpace allot
ted to imaginary paradifes, and the only treafures 
there to be difcovered, to reward the toil, and 
to compenfate the dangers of the unavailing fearch. 

Or, if we carry our reflections into the Northern 
hemifphere, could Mr. Dobbs have made a fin
gle convert, much lefs could he have been the 
fuccefsful folicitor of two different expeditions, 
and have met with encouragement from the le
gif1ature, with regard to his favourite paffage 
through Hudfan's Bay, if Captain Chriflopher 

'* See Maupertuis's Letter to the King o~ P.ru~a. The au
thor of the Preliminary Dlfcourfe to Bougamville s Vqyage aUXo 
files Malouints, computes that the Southern continent (for the 
exiftence of which, he owns, we muft depend more on the 
conjectures of philofophers, than on the teftimony of voyagers) 
~ontainli ei&ht ar ten millions of fquare leagues. 

had 
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bad previoufly explored its coafl:s, and if Mr. 
Hearne had walked over the immenfe continent 
behind it? Whether, after Captain Cook's and 
Captain Clerke's difcaveries on the Wefl: fide of 
America, and their report of the flate of Beer
ing's Strait, there can be fufficient encourage
ment to make future attempts to penetrate into 
the Pacific Ocean in any Northern direction, is a 
quefl:ion, for the decifion of which the Public will 
be indebted to this work. 

2. But our voyages will benefit the world, not 
only by difcouraging future unprofitable feaTches, 
but alfo by Ielfening the dangers and difl:relfes 
formerly experienced in thofe feas, which are with
in the line of commerce and navigation, now ac
tually fublifting, In how many infl:ances have 
the mifl:akes of former navigators, in fixing the 
true fituations of important places, been rectified? 
What acceffion to the variation chart? How ma
ny nautical obfervations have been collected, and 
are now ready to be confulted, in directing a /hip's 
courfe, along rocky fhores, through narrow flraits, 
amidft perplexing currents, and dangerous /hoals ? 
But, above all, what numbers of new bays, and 
harbours, and anchming-places, are now, for the 
firfl: time, brought forward, where fhips may be 
fheltered, and their crews find tolerable refrelli
ments? To enumerate all thefe would be to tran
fcribe great part of the journals of our feveral 
Commanders, whofe labours will endear them to 
~very navigator, whom trade or war may carry 
IOta their tracks. Every nation that fends a /hip 
to fea, will partake of the benefit; but Great 
Britain herfeJf, whofe commerce is ~oundlefs, mull:: 
take the lead in reaping the full advantage of her 
own difco\'eries. 

In 
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In confeq~ence of all thefe various improve
ments, leffenmg the apprehenfions of engaging in 
long voyages, may we not reafonably indulge 
the pleafing hope, that frefh branches of commerce 
may, even in our own time, be attempted, and 
!ucceffively carried on? Our hardy adventurers 
In. the whale-fifhery, hav~ already found their way, 
wIthm thefe few years, mto the South Atlantic; 
and who knows what frefh fources of commerce 
may fiil! be opened, if the profpeCt of gain can 
be added, to keep alive the fpirit of enterprife? 
If the fituation of great Britain be too remote, 
other trading nations will affuredly avail them
felves of our difcoveries. We may foon expeCt to 
hear that the RuiJians, now inftruCted by us 
where to find the American continent, have ex
tended their voyages from the Fox Wands to 
Cook's River, and Prince William's Sound. And 
if Spain itfelf fhould not be tempted to trade 
from its mofi Northern Mexican ports, by the 
frefh mine of wealth difcovered in the furs of 
King George's Sound, which they may tranfport 
in their Manilla fhips, as a favourite commodity 
for the Chinefe market; that market may proba
bly be fupplied by a direCt trade to America, 
from Canton itfelf, with thofe valuable articles 
which the inhabitants of China have hitherto re
ceived, only by the tedious and ex.penfive circuit 
of Kamtfchatka and Kiachta. 

Thefe and many other commercial improve
ments may reafonably be expeCted to refuit from 
the Britifh difcoveries, even in our own times. 
But if we look forward to future ages, and to fu
ture changes in the hiftory of commerce, by re
collecting its various paft revolutions and mig~a
tions, we may be allowed to pleafe ourfe!ves with 

the 
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the idea of its finding its way, at laft, throughout 
the extent of the regions with which our voy
ages have opened an intercourfe; and there will 
be abundant reafon to fubfcribe to Captain Cook's 
obfervation with regard to New Zealand, which 
may be applied to other tracks of land explored 
by him, that " although they be far remote from 
.. the prefent trading world, we can, by no means, 
" tell what ufe future ages may make of the dif
" coveries made by the prefent *." In this point 
of view, furely, the utility of the late voyages 
muft fiand confeffed; and we may be permitted 
to fay, that the hiftory of their operations, which 
will be completed in thefe volumes, has the juftet1: 
pretenfions to be called "".""It. 1~ ",;, as it will convey 
to latell pofterity a treafure of interet1:ing infor
mation. 

3. Admitting, however, that we may have ex
preffed too fanguine expectations of commercial 
advantages, either within our own reach, or gra
dually to be unfolded at fome future period, as the 
refult of our voyages of difcovery; we may fiill 
be allowed [0 confider them as a laudable effort to 
add to the flock of human knowledge, with re
gard to an object which cannot but deferve the 
attention of enlightened man. To exert our fa
culties in devifing ingenious modes of fatisfying 
ourfelves about the magnitude and diftance of the 
fun; to extend our acquaintance with the fyt1:em 
to which that luminary is the common centre, by 
tracing the revolutions of a new planet, or the ap
pearance of a new comet; to carry our bold re
fearches through all the immenfity of fpace, where 
world beyond world rifes to the view of the afto
nilbed obferver; thefe are employments which 

~ Cook's Voyage, Vol. i. p. !I~. 

none 
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none but thofe incapable of purfuing them can 
depreciate, and which everyone capable of pur
fuing them muft delight in, as a dignified exercife 
of the powers of the human mind. But while we 
diretl: our ftudies to dif1:ant worlds, which, after 
all our exertions, we mull: content ourfelves with 
having barely difcovered to exill:, it would be a 
ftrange negletl:, indeed, and would argue a moft 
culpable want of rational curiofity, if we did not 
ufe our beft endeavours to arrive at a full ac
quaintance with the contents of our own planet; 
of that little fpot in the immenfe univerfe, on 
which we bave been placed, and the lltmo/l: li
mits of which, at leaft its habitable parts, we pof
fefs tbe means of a(certaining, and defcribing, by 
atl:ual examination. 

So naturally doth this refleCtion prefent itfelf, 
that to know fomething of tbe terraqueous globe, 
is a favourite objetl: with everyone who can tafte 
the loweft rudiments of learning. Let us not 
therefore think fo meanly of the times in which 
we live, as to CuppoCe it poffible, that full juf
tice will not be done to the noble plan of di(co
very, fo fteadily and (0 fllccefsfully carried on, 
fince the acceffion of his Majef1:y; which cannot 
fail to be confidered, in every fucceeding age, as 
a fplendid period in the hiftory of our country, 
and to add to our national glory, by dif1:ingllifhing 
Great Britain;ls taking the lead in tbe moft ar
duous undertakings for the common benefit of the' 
human race. Before theie voyages took place, 
nearly half the furface of the globe we inhabit was 
hid in obfcllrity and confufion. What is ftill 
wanting to complete our geography, may juftly 
be termed the mitlUt14: of that fdence. 

VOL. I. e 4. Let 

Ixv 



bvi I N T ROD U C T ION. 

4. Let us now carry our thoughts fomewhat 
farther. It is fortunate for the interefts of know
ledge, that acquifirions in anyone branch, gene
rally, and indeed unavoidably, lead to acquifitions 
in otl':er branches, perhaps of ftill greater confe
quence; and that we cannot even gratify mere 
curiofity, without being rewarded with valuable 
inflruction. This obfervation applies to the fub
ject before us. Voyages, in which new oceans 
have been traverfed, and ill which new countries 
have been vifited, can fcarcely ever be performed, 
\\ irhout bringing forward to our view frefh objects 
of fcience. Even when we are to take our re
port of what was difcovered, from the mere fai
lor, whofe knowledge fcarcely go¢s beyond the 
narrow limits of his own profeflion, and whofe 
inquiries are not directed by philofophical difcern
menl, it will be unfortunate indeed, if fomething 
hath not been remarked, by which the fcholar 
may profit, and ufeful acceflions be made to our 
old flock of information. And if this be the cafe 
in general, how much more muLl: be gained by the 
particular voyages now under confideration? Be
fides naval officers equally /killed to examine the 
coafts they might approach, as to delineate them 
accurately upon their charts, artiLl:s· were engag
ed, who, by their drawings might iIluLl:rate what 
could only be imperfectly defcribed; mathemati
cians t, who might treafure up an extenfive feries 

*' Melr. Hodges and WeblJ"r . 
. t Mr. Gree~ in the Endeavour; MelTrs. Wales and Bayly, 
In the RefolutlOn and Adventure; Mr. Bayly, a fecond time 
jointly with Captains Cook and King in this voyage; and Mr: 
Lyons, who accompanied Lord Mulgrave. The obfervations 
.f MelTrs. Wales and Bayly, during Captain Cook's fecond 
voyage, are already i~ the hands of the Public, by the favour 
of. the boa,d of LongItude! and thofe of Captains C00k and 
KIng, and Mr. Bayly, durmg this lail, will appear immedi
ately after our Publication. 

of 
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of Ccientific obfervations; and perfons verfed in 
the various departments of the hiftory of nature, 
who might collect, or record, all that they ihould 
find new and valuable, throughout the wide ex
tent of their refearches. But while- moft of th~te 
affociates of our. naval difcoverers, were liberally 
rewarded by the Public, there was one gentleman, 
who thinking it the nobleft reward he could re
ceive, to have an opportunity of making the am
ple fortune he inherited from his anceil:ors, fub
fervient to the improvement of fcience, ftepped 
forward of his own accord, and fubmitting to the 
hardihips and dangers of a circumnavigation of 
the globe, accompanied Captain Cook in the 
Endeavour. The learned world, I may alfo fay 
the unlearned, will never forget the obligations 
which it owes to Sir Jofeph Banks. 

What real acquifitions have been gained, by 
this munificent attention to fcience, cannot be 
better expreffed than in the words of Mr. \Vales, 
who engaged in one of thefe voya~s himfelf, and 
contributed largely to the benefits derived from 
them. 

" That branch of natural knowledge which 
" may be called nautical aJlronomy, was undoubr
" edly in its infancy, when thefe voyages were 
" firft undertaken. Both inftruments and obferv
" ers, which deferved the name, were very rare; 
" and fo late as the year 1770, it was found ne
" ceffary, in the appendi.x to Meye;'s «ables, pub· 
"lilhed by the Board of LongItude, to flate 
" facts, in contradiction to the affertions of fo 
" celebrated an aftronomer as tbe Abbe de la 
" Caille, that the altitude of the fun at noon, 
" tbe eafieft and moft fimple of all obfervations, 
" could not be taken with cert:linty to a lefs 

e 2 " quantity 
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" quantity than five, fix, feven, or even eight 
" minutes·. But thofe who will give themfelves 
" the trouble to look into the aflronomicalobJcrva
.. JirJl!s, made in Captain Cook's laft voyage, will 
" find, that there were few, even of the petty 
" officers, who could not obferve the diftance of 
" the moon from the fun, or a ftar, the moft de
" licate of all obfervations, with fufficient accura
"cy. It may be added, that the method of mak
" ing and computing obfervations for finding the 
" variation of the compafs, is better known, and 
" more frequently practifed by thofe who have 
" been on thefe voyages, than by moft others. 
" Nor is there, perhaps, a perfon who ranks as an 
" officer, and has been concerned in them, who 
" would not, whatever his reallkiJl may be, feel 
" alhamed to have it thought that he did not know 
" how to obferve for, and compute the time at 
" fea; though but a iliort while before thefe voy
.. ages were fet on foot, fueh a thing was fcarcely 
" ever heard of amongft feamen; and even firft-

.. The Abbe's words are, " Si ceUK Cj1Ii promettent une fi 
U grande precifi()l1 dans ces fortes de methodes, avoient navi
" gue quelque terns, ils auroient vu fouvellt, que dans l'ob
•• fervatian la plus limple de toutes, qui ell celie de la hauteur 
.. du faleil a midi, deux abfervatians, munis de bons quartiers 
•• de reflexian, bien reaifies, different entr'eux, larfqu'ils abfer
" vent chacun a part de 5' 6' " & 8'" 

Ephime;, 1;55-1,65, IntroduElion, p, 32. 
It mull be, however, mentioned, in julliceto M. de la Caille, 

that he attempted to intrnduce the lunar methnd of difcovering 
the longitude, and propafed a plan of calculations of the moon's 
diltance from the fun and fixed Itars; but through the imper
feaion of his inUruments, his ruccefs was much lefs thall that 
m~thod was capable of affording. The bringing it into ge
neral ufe was referv .. d for Dr. Maikelyne, our Allranamer 
Roval. See the preface to the 'Tables for correfling the Effe8s 
if RifraElion and Parallax, publithed by the Board of Longi
tude, under the Direaion. of Dr. Sh~pherd, Plumian Profetr';lr 
of AUronomy and Experimental Phllofophy at Cambridge, 10 
Ina. 

" rate 
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cc rate aftronomers doubted the poffibility of do
" ing it with fllfficient exactnefs *. 

" The number of places, at which the rife 
" and times of flowing of tides have been obferv
" ed, .in thefe voyages, is very great; and hence 
" an Important article of ufeflll knowledge is af
"forded. In thefe obfervations, fome very cu
" rious and even unexpected circumftances have 
" offered themfelves to our confideration. It will 
" be fufficient to inftance the exceedingly fmall 
" height to which the tide rifes, in the middle of 
" the great Pacific Ocean; where it falls iliort, 

"., In addition to Mr. Wales's Remark, it may be obferved, 
that the proficiency of our naval officers in taking obfervations 
at fea, muft ultimately be attributed to the great a'tention paid 
to this impcilrtant objea by the Board of Longitude at home; 
Jiberal rewards having been given to mathematicians for per
feaing the lunar tables, and facilitating calculations; to artil/s 
for conftruaing more accurate inll:ruments for ohferving, and 
watches better adapted to keeping time at fea. It appears, 
therefore, that the voyages of difcovery, and the operations of 
the board of longitude went hand in hand; and they mull: be 
combined, in order to form a juft eftimate of the extent of the 
pIal) carried into execution fince his Majefty's acceffion, for im
proving aftronomy and navigation. But, befides the eftablifh
ment of the Board of Longitude on its prefent footing, which 
has had fuch important confequences, it mull: alfo be ever ac
knowledged, that his prefent Majefty has extended his royal pa
tronage to every branch of the liberal arts and ufeful fcience. 
The munificent prefent to the Royal Society for defraying the 
expence of obferving the tran.Jit of Venus ;-the inltitution of 
the Academy of Painting and Sculpture; - the magnificent 
apartments allotted to the Royal and Antiquary Societies, and 
to the Royal Academy, at Somerfet Place ;-the fupporr of the 
Garden of Exotics at Kew, to improve which, Mr. Mafon was 
fent tothe extremities of Africa ;-thejutyiantiat encouragement 
afforded to learned men and learned works, in various depart
m~nts; and particularly, that afforded to Mr. Herfchell, which 
has enabled him to devote himfelf intirely to the improvement 
of aftronomy; thefe, and many othe~ }nfta.nces w~ich '."ig~t 
be enumerated, would have greatly dlftmgUlfhed hiS MaJefiy 3 

r.eign even if he had not heen the patron of thofe fuecefsful at, 
temp;s to perfea geography and navigation by fo ~any voy
ales of difcovery. 

" two-
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" two-thirds at leaft, of what might have been ex
" pected from theory and _calculation. 

" The direction and force of currents at fea, 
" make alfo an important object. Thefe voyages 
" will be found to contain much ufeful informa
" tion on tbis head; as well relating to feas nearer 
" home, and which, in confequence, are navigat
" ed every day, as to thofe which are more re
" mote, but where, notwithftanding, the know
" ledge of t:lefe things may be of great fervice to 
" thofe who are deftined to navigate them here~ 
.. after. To this head alfo we may refer the great 
., number of experiments which have been made 
" for inquiring into the depth of the fea, its tClll
" perature, and faltnefs at different depths, and in 
" a variety of places and climates. 

" An extenfive foundation has al(o been laid 
" for improvements in magnetifm, for difcovering 
'"' the caufe and nature of the polarity of the nee
" dIe, and a theory of its variations, by the num
" ber and variety of the obfervations and expe
" riments which have been made, both on the 
" variation and dip, in almoft all parts of the 
"world. Experiments al[o have been made, in 
" confequence of the late voyages, on the effects 
" of gravity, in different and very diftant places, 
" which may [erve to increa[e our ftock of natu
" ral knowledge. From the fame fouree of infor
" mation we have learned, that the phrenomenon, 
" ufually called the aurora borealis, is not pecu
" liar to high Northern latitudes, but belongs, 
" equally, to all eold climates, whether they be 
" North or South. 

" But, perhaps, no part of knowledge has been 
~ [0 great a gainer by the late voyages, as that 

" of 
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" of botany. We are told * that, at leafi, twelve 
" hundred new plants have been added to the 
" known fyfiem; and that very confiderable ad
" ditions have been made to every other branch 
" of natural hiftG>ry, by the great ikill and in
" duftry ef Sir Jofeph Banks, and the other gen
" tlemen t who have accompanied Captain Cook 
" for that purpofeY 

To our naval officers in general, or to their 
learned affociates in the expeditions, all the fore
going improvements of knowledge may be traced; 

(but there is one very {jngular improvement indeed, 
ftill behind, for which, as we are foldy indebted 
to Captain Cook, let us ftate it in his own words: 
" Wbatever may be the public judgment about 
" other matters, it is with real fatisfactipn, and 
" without claiming any merit but that of atten
" tion I to my duty, that I can conclude this ac
" count with an obfervation, which facts enable 
" me to make, that our having difcovered the 
" pollibility of preferving health amongft a nu
" merous Jhip's company, for fuch a length of 
" time, in fuch varieties of climate, and amidft 
" fuch continued hardfhips and fatigues, will make 
" this voyage remarkable, in the opinion of every 
" benevolent perfon, when the difputes abollt a 
" Southern continent lhall have ceafed to engage 

iii See Dr. Shepherd's PrefaCll, as above. 
t Dr. Solander, Dr. Forller and his fall, and Dr. Sparman. 

Dr. Forner has given us a fpecimen of the botanical difcove
ries of his voyage in the Chara!leres Generum Plan/arum, &c. 
and much curious philofophical matter is contained in his Ob
fir'lJations made in a Voyage round the Worl1. {lr. Spar,;,an 
alfo, on his return to Sweden, favoured us with a publIcatIOn, 
in which he expatiates on the advantages accruing to llatural hll
tory, to allronomy, geography, general phylics, and navigation, 
from our South Sea voyages. ' 

" the 
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" the attention, and to divide the judgment of 
" philoCophers:/:. 

5. But while our late voyages have opened Co 
many channels to an increafe of knowledge in the 
feveral articles already enumerated; while they have . 
extended our acquaintance with the contents of 
the globe; while they have facilitated old tracks, 
and have opened new ones for commerce; while 
they have been the means of improving the fkill 
of the navigator, and the Ccience of the afirono
mer; while they have procured to us Co valuable 
acceflions in the feveral departments of natural hit: 
tory, and furnilhed fuch opportunities of teaching 
us how to preferve the healths and lives of feamen, 
let us not forget another very important object of 
ftudy, for which they have afforded to the fpecu
lative philofopher ample materials: I mean the fiu
dy of human nature in various fituations, equally 
interefiing as they are uncommon. 

However remote or fecluded from frequent in
tercou~fe with more polilhed nations, the inha
bitants of any parts of the world be, if hillory or 
our own obfervation Ihould make it evident that 
they have been formerly vilited, and that foreign 
manners and opinions, and languages, have been 
blended with their own, little ufe can be made of 
what is obferved amongfi fuch people, toward 

. drawing a real picture of man in his natural un
cultivated fiate. This feems to 'be the fituation 
of the inhabitants of moll of the iflands that lie 
contiguous to the continent of Alia, and of whofe 
manners and inftitutions the Europeans, who oc
calion ally vifit them, have frequently given us ac
counts. But the iflands which our enterprifing die-

* Cook's Voyage, Vol. ii. p. 293. 

coverers 
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coverers vifited in the centre of the South Pacific 
Ocean, and are, indeed, the principal fcenes of 
their operations, were untrodden ground. The 
inhabitants, as far as could be obferved, were un
mixed with any different tribe, by occafional in
tercourfe, fubfequent to their original fettlement 
there; I.eft inti rely to t~eir own powers for every 
art of life; and to theIr own remote traditions 
for every political or religious cuftom or in/1:itu
tion; uninformed by fcience; unimproved by 
edqcation; in fhort, a fit foil from whence a care
ful obferver could collect facts for forming a judg
ment, how far unaffifted human nature will be apt 
to degenerate; and in what refpects it can ever 
be able to excel. Who could have thought, that 
the brutal ferocity of feeding upon human flefh, 
and the horrid fuperftition of offering human fa
crifices, fhould be found to exift amongft the na
tives lately difcovered in the Pacific Ocean, who, 
in other refpects, appear to be no ftrangers to the 
fine feelings of humanity. to have arrived at a 
certain ftage of fociallife, and to be habituated to 
fubordination and government which tend fo na
turally to repre[s the ebullitions of wild pailion, 
and expand the latent powers of the underftand
ing? 

Or, if we turn from this melancholy piCture, 
which will fuggeft copious matter for philofophical 
fpeculation, can we without aftonifhment, obferve 
to what a degree of perfection the fame tribe (and 
indeed we may here join, in fome of thofe in
frances, the American tribes vifited in the cour[e 
of the prefent voyage) have carried their favourite 
amufements, the plaintive fongs of their women, 
their dramatic entertainments, their dances, their 
Olympian games, as we may call them; th~ ora
tions of their Chiefs; the chants of their pnefts ; 

~ the 
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the folemnity of their religious proceilions; their 
arts and manufaCtures; their ingenious contrivances 
to fupply the want of proper materials, and of ef
feCtive tools and machines; and the wonderful pro
duCtions of their perfevering labour under a compli
cation of difadvantages; their cloth and their mats; 
their weapons; their filhing inftruments; their or
naments; their utenfils; which in defign and in ex
ecution, may vie with whatever modern Europe, or 
claflical antiquity can exhibit? 

It is a favourite ftudy with the fcholar to trace 
the remains of Grecian or Roman workmanlbip; 
be turns over his Montfaucon with learned fatis
faCtion; and he gazes with rapture on the noble 
colleCtion of Sir William Hamilton. The amufe
ment is rational and inftruCtive. But will not his cu
riofity be more awakened, will he not find even more 
real matter for important refleCtion, by pailing an 
hour in furveying the numerous fpecimens of the 
ingenuity our newly difcovered friends brought 
from the utmoft receffes of the globe, to enrich 
the Britilb Mufeum, and the valuable repofitory of 
Sir Albton Lever? If the curiofities of Sir Albton's 
Sandwich-room alone, were the only acquifition 
gained by our vifits to the Pacific Ocean, who that 
has tafte to admire, or even eyes to behold, could 
befitate to pronounce, that Captain Cook had not 
failed in vain? The expenee of his three voyages 
did not, perhaps, far exceed that of digging out 
the buried contents of Herculaneum. And we 
may add, that the novelties of the Society or 
Sandwich iilands, feem better calculated" to engage 
the attention of the fiudiolls in our times, than 
t~e antiquities, which exhibit proofs of Roman mag
ntficence. 

The grounds for making this remark cannot bot 
better explained, than in the words of a very in-

I genious 
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geniaus writer: " In an age (fays Mr. Warton .), 
" advanced to the higheft degree of refinement, 
" that fpecies of curiofity commences, which is 
" bufied in contemplating the progrefs of focial 
" life, in difplaying the gradation of fociety, and 
" in tracing the gradations from barbarifm to civi
"lity. That thefe fpeculations fhould become the 
" favourite topics of fuch a period is extremely 
"natural. We look back on the favage condition 
" of our anceftors with the triumph of fuperiority • 
" and are pleafed to mark the fteps by which we 
" have been raifed from rudenefs to elegance; and 
" our refleC\:ions on this fubject are accompanied 
" with a confcious pride, arifing, in a great mea
" fure, from a tacit comparifon of the infinite dif
" proportion between the feeble efforts of remote 
" ages, and our prefent improvements in know
"ledge. In the mean time, the manners, monu-
'" ments, cuftoms, practices, and opinions of an
" tiquity, by forming fo ftrong a contraft with 
" thofe of our own times, and by exhibiting hu
" man nature and human inventions in new lights, 
" in unexpected appearances, and in various forms, 
" are objects which forcibly ftrike a feeling ima
"gination. Nor d?es t.his fpect~cle ~fford no
" thing more than a frUltlefs gratificatIOn to the 
"fancy. It teaches us to fet a juft eftimati0n on 
" our own acquifitions, and encourages us to che
" rifh that cultivation, which is fo clofely con
" neC\:ed with the exiftence and the cxercife of 
" every focial virtue." We need not here ob
ferve, that the manners, mon!lmellts, cufloms, prac
tices, and opinions of the prefent inhabitants of the 
Pacific Ocean, or of the Weft fide of North Ame
rica, form the jtrongefl contraft with thofe of our 

• Preface to his Hifiory of Englifh Poetry. 
own 

In ... 
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own time in enlightened Europe; and that II firl
ing imagination will probably be more ftruck with 
the narration of the ceremonies of a Natche at 
Tongataboo, than of a Gothic tournament at Lon
don; with the contemplation of the coloffufes of 
Eafter Ifland, than of the myfterious remains of 
Stonehenge. 

Many lingularities, refpecting what may be call
ed the natural hifloryof the human fpecies, in dif
ferent climates, will, on the authority of our late 
navigators, open abundant fources for philofophi
cal difcullion. One queftion of this fort, in par
ticular, which had formerly divided the opinions of 
the inquilitive, as to (he exiflence, if not of "gi
" ants on the earth," at leaft of a race (inhabiting 
a diflrict bordering on the North fide of the ftrait 
of Magalhaens), whofe flature conliderably exceeds 
that of the bulk of mankind, will no longer be 
doubted or difbelieved. And the ingenious ob
jections of the fceptical author of Recherches fur 
ies Americains ", will weigh nothing in the balance 
againft the concurrent and accurate teftimony of 
Ryron, Wallis, and Carteret. 

Perhaps there cannot be a more interefling in
quiry than to trace the migrations of the various 
families or tribes that have peopled the globe; and 
in no refpect hav€ our late voyages been more 
fertile in curious difcoveries. It was known in 
general (and I fhall ufe the words of Krempfer t). 
that the Aliatic nation called Malayans, " in for
" mer times, had by much the greateft trade in 
" the Indies, and frequented with (heir merchant 
" fhips, not only all the coafts of Alia, but ven
e< tured even over to the coafls of Africa, parti-

., Tom. i. p. 331. 
+ Hiftory of Japan, Vol. i. p. 93. 

" curarly 
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"cularly to the great ifland of MadagaCcar *. 
" The title w~ich the king of the Malayans aC
" fumed to hlmCelf, of Lord of the Winds and 
.. Seas to the Eafl and to the Wejl, is an evident 
" proof of this; but much more the Malayan 
" language, which Cpread moll: all over the Eaft, 
" much after the fame manner as formerly the 
" Latin, and of late the French, did all over Eu
"rope." Thus far, I Cay, was known. But that 
from MadagaCcar to the MarqueCes and Eafter 
Ifland, that is, nearly from the Eaft fide of Africa, 
till we approach toward the Well: fide of Ameri
ca, a (pace including above half the circumference 
of the globe, the Came tribe or nation, the Pha:
nicians, as we may call them, of the Oriental 
world, fhould have made their fettlements, and 
founded colonies throughout almoll: every interme
diate ftage of this immenCe tract, in iflands at 
amazing diftances from the mother continent, and 
ignorant of each others exiftence; this is an hiC
torical fact, which could be but very imperfeCt
ly known before Captain Cook's two firft voyages 
diCcovered Co many new inhabited Cpots of land 
lurking in the boCom of the South Pacific Ocean; 
and it is a faCt which does not reft folely on fimila
rity of cuftoms and inftitutions, but has been 
eftablifhed by the moll: Catisfactory of all proofs, 
that drawn from affinity of language. Mr. MarC
den, who feems to have confidered this curiolls 

• That the Malayans have not only frequented Madagafcar, but 
have alfo been the progenitors of fome of the.prefeIlt race of in
babitants there, is confirmed to us by the tefhmony of Monueur 
de Pages, who viuted that il1and fo late as 1774. .. lis m'ont pa
oU ru provenir des diverfes Races; leu~ co~l.eurt leurs ~h~ve.ux • 
.. & leur corps I'indiquent. Ceux que J~ n. al pas ceu orlglll,ures 
.. des anciens naturels du pays, font petits & trapus; II. ont Ie • 
.. cheveux prefque unis, & font olivatres ~11lme Its Malay_s, avec 
.. ~ui ils ont en gln/ra/, un_ efpece de refemhlance." , r oyages des M. des Pages, T. ii. p. 90. 

liJbjet\ 
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fubjeCt with much attention, fays, that the links of 
the latitudinal chain remain yet to be traced 11<. The 
difcovery of the Sandwich H1ands in this laft voy
age, has added fome links to the chain. But 
Captain Cook had not an opportunity of carrying 
his refearches into the more Wefterly parts of the 
North Pacific. The Reader, therefore, of the fol
lowing work will not, perhaps, think that the Edi
tor was idly employed when he fubjoined fome 
notes, which contain abundant proof that the in
habitants of the Ladrones, or Marianne iflands, 
and thofe of the Carolines, are to be traced to the 
fame common fource, with thofe of the iflands 
vifited by our !hips. With the like view, of ex
hibiting a ftriking piCture of the amazing extent 
of this Oriental language, which marks, if not a 
common original, at leaft an intimate intercourfe 
between the inhabitants of places fo very remote 
from each other, he has inferted a comparative 
table of their numerals, upon a more enlarged 
plan than any that has hitherto been executed t. 

ll< Arch",olo,. Vol. vi. p. ISS. See alfo his Hillory of Su
matra, p. 166. from which the following paffage is tranfcribed • 
.. Befides the Malaye, there are a variety of languages fpoken 
.. on Sumatra, which, however, have not only a manifeft 
.. affinity among themfelves, but alfe> to that general languag .. 
.. which is found to prevail in, and to be indigenous to, all 
.. the itlands of the Eaftern feas; from Madagafcar to the re
.. motell: of Captain Cook', difcoveries, compreliending a 
.. wider extent than the Roman or any other tongue has yet 
.. boall:ed. In different places, it has been more or lefs mixed 
.. and corrupted; but between the moll: diffimilllr branches, 
.. an eminent famenefs of many radical words is appare"t; 
.. and in fome very dill:ant from each other, in point of fituation : 
.. ~',.r0r in(tance, the. Philippines and Madagafcar, the de
H vlanon of the words IS fcarcely more than is obferved in the 
.. dialects of neighbouring provinces of the fanle kingdom." 
. + We ~re !ndebted to Sir Joreph Ba!,ks, for a general out

hne of thIS, In Hawkefworth's Collechon, Vol. iii. p. 777. 
The Reader will find our enlar,ed Table at the end of the third 
volume, Appendix, No. ll. 

Our 
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Our Br!tilh difcovere.rs h~ve not only thrown a 
blaze of lIght on the mIgratIOns of the tribe which 
has fo wonderfully fpread itfelf throughout the 
Wands in the Eaftern Ocean; but they have alfo 
favoured us with much curious information con
cerning another of the families of the earth, whore 
lot has fallen in lefs hofpitable climates. We {peak 
of the Efquimaux, hitherto only found {eated on 
the coafts of Labradore and Hudron's Bay, and 
who differ in f€veral charaCteriftic marks from the 
inland inhabitants of North America. That the 
Greenlanders and they agree in every circum
fiance of cuftoms, and manners, and language, 
which are demonftrations of an original identity 
of nation, had been difcovered about twenty 
years ago *. Mr. Hearne, in 1772, traced this 
unhappy race farther back, toward that part of 
the globe from whence they had origina.lly coafted 
along in their ikin boats, having met with fome 
of them at the mouth of the Coppermine River, 
in the latitude of 72°, and near five hundre4 
lc;:agues farther Weft than Pickerfgill's maft Weft
erly fiat ion in Davis's Strait. Their being the 
fame tribe who now aCtually inhabit the i!1ands 
and coafts on the Weft fide of North America, 
oppofite Kamtfchatka, was a di{covery, the com
pletion of which was re{erved for Captain Cook. 
The Reader of the following work will find them 
at Norton Sound; and at Oonalalhka, and Prince 
William's Sound; that is, near 1500 leagues die· 

'" See Crantz'. Hiltory of Greenland, Vol. i. p. 262; where 
we are told that the Moravian Brethren, who, with the confent 
and furtheronee of Sir Hugh Pallifer, then Governor of New
foundland, vifited the Efquimaux on the Labradore eoalt, w.und 
that their language, and that of the Greenlanders, do not differ 
fo much as that of the High and Low Dutch. 

tant 
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tant from their 11:ations in Greenland, and on the 
Labradore coa11:. And left fimilitude of manners 
fuould be thought to deceive us, a table exhibiting 
proofs of affinity- of language, which was drawn 
up by Captain Cook, and is inferted in this work·, 
will remove every doubt from the mind of the 
moft fcrupulous inquirer after truth. 

There are other doubts of a more important 
kind, which, it may be hoped, will now no longer 
perplex the ignorant, or furnilh matter of cavil to 
the ill-intentioned. After the great difcovery, or 
at leaft the full confirmation of the great difco
very, of the vicinity of the two continents of 
Afia and America, we truft that we Ihall not be 
any more ridiculed, for believing that the former 
could eafily furililh its inhabitants to the latter. 
And thus, to all the various good purpofes already 
enumerated, as anfwered by our late voyages, we 
may add this laft, though not the leaft important, 
that they hilve done fervice to religion, by rob
bing infidelity of a favourite o~ection to the cre
dibility of the Mofaic account of the peopling of 
the earlh. t. 

6. Hitherto 

•. See Appendix, No.6. The Greenlanders, as Crantz tella 
us, call themfelves Karalit; a word not verl" unlike KQruzgyjl 
the name, afr umed by the inhabitants of KQdiack, one'1)f th~ 
~chumagin Wands, as Stzhlin informs us'. 

T A conteml.'t of Revelation is generally the refult of Ig_ 
norance, conceIted of its poffeffing fuperior knowledge. Obo
ferve how the Author of Recherches Philojophi'lues Jur les Am/
ricains, expreffes himfelf on this very point. "Cette diftance 
" que Mr. Antermony veut trouver fi pel! importante, eft: a
.. peu-pres de huit cent lieu.s Gau/oifes au tra'tl'rs d'un ocean 
.. perill,uK, & imp.ffible a franchir avec des canots auffi chetifs 
.. & auffi fragiles que Ie font, au rapport d'Yfbrand Ides les 
.. ~haloupes des Tungufes," &c. &c. T. i. p. 156. Had'this 
Wf1!er known that the two continents are not above thirte,,, 
leagues (inftead "f eiCht hUI/(Irld) dUlant from ca~. otber, and 

that, 
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~. Hitherto we have confidered our voyages as 
havmg benefited the dijcoverers. But it will be 
aiked, Have they conveyed, or are they likely 
ever to convey, any benefit to the diJcovered? 
It would afford exquifite fatisfaction to every be
nevolent mind, to be inftructed in facts, which 
might enable us, without hefitation, to anfwer 
this queftion in the affirmative. And yet, per
haps, we may indulge the pleafing hope, that, 
even in this refpect, our thips have not failed in 
vain. Other difcoveries of new countries have, 
in effect, been wars, or rather maffacres; nations 
have been no fooner found out, than they have 
been extirpated; and the horrid cruelties of the 
conquerors of Mexico and Peru can never be 
remembered, without bluthing for religion and 
human nature. But when the receffes of [he 
globe are inveftigated, not to enlarge private do
minion, but to promote general knowledge; when 
we vifit new tribes of our fellow-creatures as 
f.riends; and with only to learn that they exift, 
in order to bring them within the pale of the of
fices of humanity, and to relieve the wants of 
their imperfect ftate of fodety, by communicat
ing to them our fuperior attainments; voyages of 
difcovery planned with fuch benevolent views by 
George the Third, and executed by Cook, have 
not, we truft, totally failed in this refpect. Our 
repeated vifits, and long continued intercourfe 
with the natives of the Friendly, Society, and 
Sandwich Ulanrn" canno~ but have darted fome 
rays of light on the ipfan.t minds of thofe poor 

that even in that narrow fpace of fea, there are intervening 
ifia~ds he would not have ventured tQ urge this argument in 
oppofitlon to Mr. Bell's notio .. of the quarter from which North 
America r~c~ived its ori~i>lal inhabitants. ' 

VOl,. I. f people, 
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people. The uncommon objects they have thus 
had opportunities of obferving and admiring, wiJl 
naturally tend to enlarge their ftock of ideas, and 
to furnif11 new materials for the exercife of their 
rea ron. Comparing themfelves with their viliters, 
they cannot but be ftruck with the deepeft con
viction of their own inferiority, and be impelled, 
by the ftrongefi: motives, to ftrive to emerge from 
it, and to rife nearer to a level with thofe chil
dren of the Sun who deigned to look upon them, 
and left behind fo many fpecimens of their ge
nerous and humane attention. The very in
troduCtion of our ufeful animals and vegetables, 
by adding frelli means of fubfiftence, will have 
added to their comforts of life, and immediate en
joyments; and if this be the only benefit they are 
ever to receive, who will pronounce that much 
has not been gained? But may we not carry our 
willies and our hopes ftill farther? Great Bri
tain itfelf, when firft vifited by the Phcenicians, 
was inhabited by painted Savages, not, perhaps, 
bleifed with higher attainments than are poifefied 
by the prefent natives of New Zealand; certain
ly lefs civilized than thofe of Tongataboo or Ota
heite. Our having opened an intercourfe with 
them, is the firft ftep toward their improvement. 
Who knows,bllt that our late voyages may be 
!he means appointed by Providence, of fpreading, 
In due time, the blefilngs of civilization, amongft 
the numerous tribes of the South Pacific Ocean; 
o,f abolilliing their horrid repafts and their horrid 
mes; and of laying the foundation for future and 
more effectual plans, to prepare them for holding 
an' honourable ftation amongft the nations of the 
ear~h? This, at !eafi:, is certain, that our having, 
as It were, brought tbem into exifi:ence by our 

extenfive 
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extenfive refearches, will fuggeil: to us frelh mo
tives of devout gratitude to the Supreme BeinO", 
for having bletTcd us with advantages hitherto wirh
heW from fo great a proportion of the human 
race; and will operate p:-Jwerflllly to incite llS 

to perfevere in every fealible attempt, to be his 
infiruments ;n refclling millions of fellow-creatures 
from their prefent fiate of humiliation. 

The feveral topic::, which occurred, as fuitable 
to this general IntroduCtion, being now difculTed, 
nothing remains but to fiate a few particulars, 
about which the reader of thefe volumes has a 
right to expeCt fome information. 

Captain Cook, knowing, before he failed upon 
this laft expedition, that it was expeCted from him 
to relate, as well as to execute, its operations, had 
taken care to prepare fuch a journal as might be 
made ufe of for publication. This journal, which 
exills in his own hand-writing, has been faith
fully adhered to. It is not a bare extraCt from his 
log-books, but contains many remarks which, it 
appears, had not been inferted by him in the 
nautical regiller; and it is alfo enriched with con
fiderable communications from Mr .. Anderfon, 
Surgeon of the Refolution. The confeffed abili
ties, and great al1iduity, of Mr. Ander/on, in ob
ferving every thing tbat related either to natural 
hillory, or to manners and language; and the 
delire which, it is well known, Captain Cook, on 
all occafions, (hewed to bave the allifiance of that 
gentleman, l1amped a great valu.e on his coll.ec
tions. That nothing, therefore, mlghr be wantlJ1g 
to convey to tbe Public the beft po0i~le account 
of the tranfaCtions of tbe Voyage, bls JOl1rnal, by 
tbe order of Lord Sandwich, was alIa put into 
the hands of the Editor, who was authorized 
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and direCted to avail himfelf of the information it 
might be found to contain, about matters imper
fedly touched, or altogether omitted, in Captain 
Cook's manufcript. This talk has been executed 
in filch a manner, that the reader will fcarcely 
ever be at a lofs to diftingui{h in what inftances 
recourfe has been had to Mr. Andedon. To 
preclude, if pomble, any miftake, the copy of 
the firft and fecond volumes, before it went to the 
printer, was fubmitted to Captain King; and after 
it had been read over and correCted by one fo well 
qualified to point out any inaccuracies, the Earl 
of Sandwich had the goodnefs to give it a peru
fal. As to the third volume, nothing more need 
be faid, than that it was completely prepared for 
the prefs by Captain King himfelf. All that the 
Editor of the work has to anfwer for, are the notes 
occafionally inttoduced in the courfe of the two 
volumes, contributed by Captain Cook; and this 
introduCtion, which was intended as a kind of 
epilogue to our Voyages of diCcovery. He mua: 
be permitted, however, to fay, that he confiders 
himfelf as inti tied to no inconfiderable {hare of 
candid indulgence from the Public; having en
gaged in a very tedious and troublefome undertak
ing upon the moft dijimereJled motives; his only 
reward being the fatisfaCtion he feels, in having 
been able to do an elfential fervice to the family 
of our great navigator, who had honoured him in 
the journal of this voyage, with the appellation 
of Friend. 

They who have repeatedly alked why this pub
lication has been fo long delayed, need only look 
:.;t the volumes, and their attendant illuftrations 
and ornaments, .to be fatisfied that it might, 
with at Ieaft equal rea Con, be wondered at, thllot 
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it has. not been delayed longer. The Journal of 
Captam Cook, from the firft moment that it 
came into the hands of the Editor, had been 
ready for the Prefs; and Captain KinD" had left 
With. him his part of the narrative, fo

o 
long ago 

as his departure for the Weft Indies, when he 
commanded the Refiftance man of war. But 
much, betides, remained to be done. The charts, 
particularly the g~neral one, were to be pre
pared by Mr. Roberts, who gives an account of 
his work in the note"; the very numerous and 

elegant 

.. Soon after our departure from England, I was infiructed by 
Captain Cook to complete a map of the world as a gen~ral chart, 
from the beft materials he was in polfeffion of for tbat purporo ; 
and before his death this bufinefs was in a great meaf ure ac
compli1hed: That is, the grand outline df the whole was ar·· 
ranged, leaving only thofe parts vacant or unfinifhed, which he 
expected to fall in with and explore. But on our return home, 
when the fruits of our voyage were ordered by the Lords Com
miffioners of the Admiralty to be publifhed, the care of the 
general chart being configned to me, I was directed to pre
pare it from the lateft and beft authorities; and alfo to intro
duce Captain Cook's three fucceffi ve tracks, that all his difco
veries, and the different routs he had taken might appear to
gether; by this means to gi ve a general idea of the whole. 
This talk having been performed by me, it is neeeifary, for 
the information of the Reader, to ftate the heads of the feve
ral authorities which I have followed in fueh parts of the 
chart as differ from what was drawn up immediately under 
the infpeCl:ion of Capt',';n Cook: And when the Public are 
made acquainted, lJIat many materials, llec~ifary to complete 
and elucidate the' work, were not, at the time, on board the 
Refolution or in his poifeffion, the reafon will appear very obvious, 
why thefe 'aiterations and additions were introduced contrary 
to the original drawing. 

Firft then I have followed clore\y the very excellent and co:
r~S: charts' of the Northern Atlantic Ocean, publifhed by 
Melfrs. de Verdun de la Crenne, de Borda, et Prmgr. in '775 
and 1776; which comprife the coaft of Norway from the Sud 
Hoek in the latitude of 6~ degrees North, to Trelleburg, 
DeWX:ark, the coaft of Holland, North coall of Great ~ritain, 
Orkneys, Shetland, Ferro Ifles, Ice!and, coafis of ~ ra?ce, 
Spain and Portugal, to Cape St. Mana on the coa1l o~ Afrl~a ; 
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elegant Jrawillgs of Mr. Webber ~ere to be re
duced by him to the proper fize; artlfts were next 

to 

including the Azore., Canarie., Cape de Verd, Antilles, anll 
Weft Indian iflands from Barbadoes to the Eaft end of C'lba ; 
the North part of Newfoundland and the Labradore eoaft, as 
far as the latitude of 57~ degrees North. 

Ireland, and part uf the coaft of Scotland, is laid down 
from Mr. Mackenzie's late furveys; and the fouth coaft of 
England from a chart publilhed by Mr. Faden in 1780, taken 
£om Mr. l'Abce Dicquemare. 

The North part of the coaft of Lahradore, from the latitude 
of 57' North, to Button's Wands in the entrance of Hudfon'. 
~trait, is taken from Monfleur Bellin's chart, as is alfo the 
North coaft of Norway and Lapland, including the White Sea, 
Gulf of Bothnia, Baltic Sea, and the Eaft coall of Greenland. 

The Gulf of Finland, from a large (MS) chart, nowengrav
ing for the ufe of fome private merchants. 

The Weft India ifiands, from the Eaft end of Cuba to the 
Weft end, includin~ Jamaica and the Bahama ifiands, are 
from a chart publilhed in London b}' Sayer and Bennett, in 
'779, 

The South fide of Cuba from Point Gorda to Cape de Cruz, 
i; laid down from Monneur Bellin, in 1762. 

The coafts of Newfoundland, and the Gulf of St. Laurence, 
from the furvey. made by Captain Cook, and Melfrs. Gilbert 
and Lane. 

Nova SCMia, Cape Breton, Illand of St. John, River St. Lau
rence, Ci'_nada, and New England to the River Delaware, 
from J. F. W~ des Barres, Efq; in J 777 and J 778; and chart~ 
pubJifbed in France by order of the King, in 1780, intituled, 
Neptl,ne Americo-Septrentri,mal, &c. And from thefe charts 
alfo are taken the coaft of P~nfylvania, New Jerfey, Mary
land, Yirginia, North and South Carolina, Georgia, Ean and 
Welt Florida, as well as the interior parts of the country to 
the Eaa fide of Lake Ontario. 

The other parts of this lake, as likewife Lakes Eria Hurons 
~ichjgan, and Superior, y,ere copied from Mr. Gre~n's map; 
ct America: The Northern part of this laft mentioned lake i. 
fixed from the aftronomical ubfervations made by order of the 
Hudfon's Bay Co.~lpallY, at Milhippicotton Houfe. 

The whole of Hudfon's Bay I took fwm a chart, compiled 
by Mr. Marley, from all the mol! authentic maps he could 
procure of thofe parts with which I was favoured by Samuel 
Wtgg, Ef'l; F. R. S. and GllVernor of that Company who 
alfo polit~ly furnilhed me with Mr. Hearnp.'s Journals, a~d the 
:nap of hIS route to the Coppermine River, which is truthfully 
Inferted 011 the chart, to.:ether \\ ith the furvey of Chefierfield 

Inlet 
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to be found ~ut who would 'undertake to engrave 
them; the pnor engagements of thofe artifts were 

to 

Inlet made by Captain Chriftopher and Mr. Mofes Norton ii, 
,,62; and the difcoveries from York Fort to Cumberl~nd 
and Hudfon Houfes (this laft is the mofi Weftern fettlemen~ 
belonging to the Com~a!,y), extending to Lake Winipeg, from 
the drafts of Mr. Philip Tumor, made in ',,,8 and '779 
corrected by aftronomical obfel·vations. And from this lake' 
the difpofition of the other lakes to the Southward of it, and 
which communicate with it, is formed, and laid down from a 
map conllructed by Mr. Spurrel, in the Company'. fervice. 
The Albany and Moofe rivers to Gloucefter Houfp., and to 
Lake Abitibbe and Superior, are alCo drawn from a map of 
Mr. Turnor's, adjufted by obCervations for the longitudes. 

The Weft coatt of Greenland, as chiefly laid down from the 
.. bfervations made by Lieut. R. Pickerfgill in the Lion brig in 
'776, which determine the line of the coalt only, as the im
menfe quantities of ice choak up every bay and inlet on this 
coaft, which formerly were, in the fummer feafon, quite free 
and open. . 

From the mouth of the Miffifippi River, irtcluding its fource, 
and the other rivers branching from it; all the coaft of New 
Leon to Cape Rozo, and the Weftern cllaft of America, from 
Cape Corrienties to the Great Bay of Teeoantepec, is taken 
from MonCteur D'Anville. 

The Gulf of California I have laid down from a German pub
lication in 1773, put into my hands by Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart. 
P. R. S.; and the Weftern tide of it is brought together from 
a Spanifh MS. chart with which A. Dalrymple, Efq; F. R. S. 
obliged me. , 

The coaft of Brazil from Seta to Cape Frio, is copied from a 
fmall chart of that part by Mr. Dalrymple. 

For the Southern part of Africa, from tlie ~ape of Good 
Hope to Point Natal, I have taken the authOrIty of the chart 
of Major J. Rennels, F. R. S. fhewing the extent of the bank 
of Lagullus. . 

For the exiltence of the fmall iIlands, fhoals, and banks to 
the Eaftward of MadagaCcar, together with the Archipelago of 
the Maldive and Laccidive Illands; for the coafts of Mailacca, 
part of Cambodia, and the II1and Sumatra, ~ hav~ ufed t~e l::teft 
authority of Monfleur D'Apres de l\1annevlllette s pubhcanons 
in the Neptune Oriental 

The coalts of Guzerat Malabar Coromandel, and the oppotite 
fhore, oontailling the Great Bay' of Bengal, and the I1land of 
Ceylon, and exhibiting the Heads of the Ganges, and Bara~
pooter or Sanpoo Rivers, are inferted from the .work ?f the Ill

genious Author of the map of Hindoo~an, pubhfhed III '782. 
Th. 
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to be fulfilled before they could begin; the labour 
and !kill to be exerted in finilhing many of them, 
rendered this a tedious operation; paper fit for 
printing them upon was to be procured from 
abroad; and after all thefe various and unavoid
able difficulties ware furmounted, much time was 
necelfarily required for executing a numerous im
preflion of the long lift of plates, with fo much 
care as might do juftice both to Mr. Webber, 
and to his feveral engra verso When all thefe 

The China fea is laid down from the chart publilhed by Mr. 
Dalrymple; but the longitudes of Pula Sapata, Pula Condore, 
Pulo Timoan, Straits of Banca and Sunda, and the parts we 
faw are as fettled by us, together with the Eaft coaft of Niphoil. 
the principal of the Japanefe Iflands. 

The Jefo and Kurile iIlands, the Eaft coaft of Afia and 
Kamtfchatka, as well a.< the fea of Okotlk, and the iIlands ly
ing between Kamtfchatka and America that were not feeD iu 
the voyage, are taken from a Ruffian MS. chart, got by us at 
the IfIand of Oonalalhka. 

The Northern countries from Cape Kanin, near the White 
Sea, as far Eaft as the River Lena, I have given from the 
Great Ruffian Map, publilhed at Peterfburgh in 1776, includ
ing the Euxine, Cafpian, and Aral Seas, as alfo the principal 
lakes to the Eaftward; the intent of which is to Ihew the 
fource of the large rivers that empty themfelves into the dif. 
ferent oceans and feas. 

Every other part of the chart not mentioned in this account, 
is as originally placed by Captain Cook. 

The whole has been correCted from the lateft aftronomical 
obfervaIions, feleCl:ed from the Tables compiled by Mr. Wil. 
liam Wales, F. R. S. and mathematical mailer of Chrift's Hof
pital, for the Nautical Almanacs: From thofe in the Mariner's 
Guide by the Rev. Dr. Malkelyne, F. R. S. and Aftronomer 
Royal, publilhed in 1"3; From the Connoilfance des Tems for 
1,80 and 1,81; From ProfelTor Mayer's Geographical Table; 
From the Voyages of Melfrs. d'Eveux de Fleurieu, Verdun, 
de Borda, and Cha!>.t, &c.; From the Table lately publilhed 
by Mr. Dalrymple for the ufc of the Eaft India /hips; From 
the Philofophical TranfacHons of the Royal Society· and from 
dle Obfervations of our late Navigators. • 

HENv. ROBERTS .. 
SHOR.EH!M, SUSSIi:X, May IS, 1,84. 
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circumftances are taken into confideration, we 
truft that we /hall hear no more of the delay; 
and only be grateful to that munificent Patron of 
Science, who not only directed the hiftory of the 
voyage to be pllblilhed; but to be publilhed with 
fuch a fplendid train of ornaments, at the pub
lic ex pence, as will ftill add to the merit of hav
ing ordered the voyage itfelf to be undertaken. 

And here it feems to be incumbent upon us to 
add, as another inftance of munificent attention, 
that care has been taken to mark, in the moft 
fignificant manner, the juft fenfe entertained of 
the humane and liberal relief afforded to our Ihips 
in Kamtfchatka. Colonel Behm, the comman
dant of that province, has not been rewarded 
merely by the pleafure which a benevolent mind 
feels in reflecting upon the blellings it confers; 
but bas been thanked in a manner equally con
wftent with the dignity of his own fovereign and 
of ours, to whofe fubjects he extended protection. 
A magnificent piece of plate was prefented to him, 
with an infcription, worthy of a place in the fame 
book where the hiftary of his humanity to our 
countrymen is recorded, and which, while it does 
honour to our national gratitude, deferves alfo to 
be preferved as a monument of our national tafte 
for elegant compofition. It is as follows: 

Vuto EGREGIO MAGNO DE BllHM ; qui, Tmpera
tricis AuzufiiJIimte Catherinte au/pictis, fummdqu~ 
animi ben;gllt"tate,jteva, quibus prd!erat, Kamtjchat
k.e lit/ora, 1zavibus nauti/que Britannicis, hoJPita 
prtebuit; eolque, in terminis,.Ii qui eJ/mt Imperio 
RuJlico, frlljfra explorandis, mala mU/fa perpeffos. 
iteratti vice e:reepit, rifeeit, recreavit, (5 (ommea/u 
9mni cumulate alit/os dimiJit; Ru N A V A LIS BR 1-

TANNICIE 
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T A NN I C lE SE PTE M V I R I in aliquam benn)olenl;.e 
tam infignis memoriam, amiciJIimo, gratijfimoque ani
mo,jU'J, patriteque nomine, D. D. D. 

MDCCLXXXI. 

This public teftimony of gratitude, reminds the 
Editor, that there are fimilar calls upon himfelf. 
He owes much to Captain King for his advice 
and direCtion, in a variety of inftances, where 
Captain Cook's Journal required explanation; for 
filling up feveral blanks with the proper longitude 
and latitude; and for fupplying deficiencies in the 
tables of aftronomical obfervations. 

Lieutenant Roberts was alfo frequently confult
ed, and was always found to be a ready and effec
tual affill:ant, when any nautical difficulties were to 
be cleared up. 

But particular obligations are due to Mr. Wales, 
who, befides the valuable communications which 
have been adopted in this IntroduCtion, feconded 
moll: liberally the Editor's views of ferving Mrs. 
Cook, by cheerfully taking upon himfelf the whole 
trouble of digell:ing, from the log books, the ta
bles of the route of the fhips, which add fo great
ly to the intrinfic merit of this publication. 

Mr. Wegg, betides fbaring in the thanks fo jufl:
ly due to the committee of the Hudfon's Bay Com
pany, for their unreferved communications, was 
particularly obliging to the Editor, by giving him 
repeated opportunities of converting with GovernGf 
Hearne, and Captain Chriftopher. 

The honourable Mr. Daines Barrington had the 
goodnefs to interefl: himftlf, with his ufual zeal fOf 
every work of public utility, in procuring fome 
neceiliuy information, and fuggefl:ing fome va
luable hints which were adopted. . 

It would be great injuftice not to exprefs our 
acknowledgments to Mr. Pennant, who, be fides 
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enriching the third volume with references to his 
Ar[lic Zoology, the publication of which will be 
an impo!tant accefiion to Natural Hiftory, alfo 
commu~lcated fome very authentic and fatisfactory 
manufcnpt accounts of the Ruffian difcoveries. 

The vocabularies of the Friendly and Sandwich 
Ii1ands, and of the natives of Nootka, had been 
furnilhed to Captain Cook, by his moft ufeful af
fociate in the voyage, Mr. Anderfon; and a fourth, 
in which the language of the Efquimaux is com
pared with that of the Americans on the oppofite 
fide of the continent, had been prepared by the 
Captain himfelf. But the comparative Table of 
Numerals, which is marked NO.2. in the Appen
dix, was very obligingly drawn up, at the requeft 
of the Editor, by Mr. Bryant, who, in his ftudy, 
has followed Captain Cook, and, indeed, every 
traveller and hiftorian, of every age, into every 
part of the globe. The Public will confider this 
Table as a very ftriking illuftration of the won
derful migrations of a nation, about whom fa much 
additional information has been gained by our voy
ages, and be ready to acknowledge it as a very ufe
ful communication. 

One more communication remains to be not on
lyacknowledged, but to be inferted at the clofe of 
this Introduction. The tejiimonies of learned con
temporaries, in commendation of a deceafed Au
thor, are freliluently dilplayed in the front of his 
book. It is with the greateft propriety, therefore, 
that we prefix to this pofthumous work of Captain 
Cook the teji/mony of one of his own profeffion, 
not more diftinguilhed by the elevation of rank, 
than by the dignity of private virtue~. As he 
w:fhes to remain concealed, perhaps thIS allufion, 
for which we intreat his indulgence, may have 
given too exact direction to the eyes of the Put;>-

.I he 
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lie where to look for fuch a character. Let us, 
however, reft fatisfied with the intrinfic merit of a 
compofition, conveyed under the injunCtion of fe
crecy; and conclude our long·preliminary dilfer
tation with exprefIing a willi, or rather a well
grounded hope, that this volume may not be the 
only place where pofterity can meet with a monu
mental infcription, commt:morative of a man, in 
recounting and applauding whofe fervices, the 
whole of enlightened Europe will equally concur 
with Great Britain. 

'rO· 
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TO THE MEMORY OF 

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK, 

The ablell: and moll: renowned Navigator this 
or any country hath produced. 

HE raffed kimftlf, fllely by his merit, /ro"! ~ very 
. ob.fcure bIrth, to the rank of Pofl Captam In the 

royal navy, and was, unfortunately, kIlled by the SIl
vages of the ijlal/d Owhybee, on the J 4th of February 
1779; which ijland he had, not long before, dffcover
ed, when proJecuting his third voyage round the globe. 

He pojfef1ed, in an eminent degree, alltbe qualifica
tions requifite for his profdJion and great underlak
ings; together with the amiable and worthy qualities 
of the bejl men. 

Cool and deliberate in judging: fagacious in deter.., 
mining: aE/ive ill executing: jleady and per.fever
ing in enterprifing from vigIlance and unremitting 
caution: unjubdued by labour, diiJiculties, and dffap
pointments : fertile in expedients: never wanting pre
jmce of mind: always p?ffifling himfelj, and tbe full 
uje of a found underjlanding. 

Mild, jujl, but exaE/ in dffcipliJw: be was a fa
ther to bis people, who were attao'hed to him from af
feE/ion, and obedient from cOlifidmce. 

His knowledge, his fxperience, his jagaci,y, i·mder
ed him jo i1ltire~y mafler of lJis jubjefJ, tbpt the great
eft obflacles ,",'ere jUfmollnted, and tlx Imll da,,;;erous 
navigations became ('.~(v, and altil?fi )~(e, 1I1ld~r bis 
d!I-{(~7~·f)Il. 

He 
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He explored the Southern hemiJphere t~ If mu;h 
higher latitude than had roer been reached, and wzth 
fewer aCCIdents than frequently befal thoJe who na
vigate the coajis of this iJland. 

By his benevolent and unabating attenfion to the 
w'elfare of his }hip's company, he difcoveml and intro
duced a fyjiem for the prejervation of the health of fea
men in long voyager, which has proved wonderfully 
efficacious: for in his Jecond voyage round the world, 
which continued upwards of three years, he loji only 
one man by dijiemper, of one hundred and eighteen, 
of which his company confifled. 

Cfhe death of this emillent and valuable man was 
a lqft to mankind in general; and particularly to be 
deplored by every nation that reJpeBs ufiful accom
plijhments, that honours jeima, and loves the bene
volent and amiable a/foBions of the heart. It is jMl 
more to be deplored by this country, which may jujily 
boaji of having produced a mafl hitherto unequalled 
for nautical talents; and that Jorrow is farther ag
gravated by the rejleBion, that his country was de
prived of this ornament by the enmity of a people, 
from wbom, indeed, it might have been dreaded, 
but from whom it was 1Iot deferved. For, actuated 
always by the moji attentive care and tender compaJ
fion for the Javages ill general, this excellent man 
was ~vir affiduoufly Cltdeavourillg, by kind treatment, 
to diflipate tbeir fears, and court their friendfhip; 
overlooking their -thefts and treacheries, aud fre
quently interpojing, at the hazard of his life, t? pro
teB them from the filddcn reJentment of his own i,l
jured people. 

Cfhe objeB of his laji mi/Jion was to diJcover and 
aJcertain the boundaries of Afia and America, and to 
penetrate into the Northern Ocean by the North Eaji 
Cape of Afi.1. 

Cfrawller! 
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tfravcller! contemplate, admire, revere, and emu
late this great maJler in his profeJ1ion; whoJe /kilt and 
labours have enlarged natural phllojOphy; have ex
tended nauticdl Jcience; and have diJcloJed the long 
concealed and admirable arrangements of the Almigh
ty in the formation of this globe, and, at tbe Jame 
time, the arrogance of mortals, iH prejuming to ac
count, by their jpeculatirJlls,for the laws by wbich he 
was pleaJed to create it. It is now diJcovered, be
yand all doubt, that the Jam/! Great Being who cr/!
ated the univerJe by his fiat, by the Jame ordained 
our earth 'to keep a juJl poiJe, without a correfponding 
Southern continent-and it does Jo! "He Jlretches 
" out the North over the empty place, and hangeth 
" the earth upon nothing." Job, xxvi. 7. 

If the arduous but exall reJearches of this extra
Drdinary man have 1I0t dr/covered a new world, they 
have diJcovered Jeas unnavigated and unknown be
fDre. CJ'hey have made us acquainted with ijlands, 
people and produllions, of which we had no concep
tion. .dnd if he has not been Jo fortunate as Amerz"
cus to give his name to a cOlltinent, his pretenfions to 
Juch a dijlinllion remain unrivalled; and he Will 

he revered, while there remains a page of his own 
modll account of his voyages, and as long as mari
ners and geographers }hall be ilyJrufJed, by his new 
map of the Southern hemiJphere, to trace the various 
courje5 and difcoveries he has made. 

If public Jervices merit public acknowledgmmts; 
if the man who adorned and raiJed the fame of his 
country is dejerving of honours, thm Captain COOK 

deJerves to have a monument raiJed to his memory, 
by a generous and grateful nation. 

Virtutis uberrimum a!imentum eft honos. 
VAL. MAXIM us, Lib. 2. Cap. 6. 

xcv 
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BOOK I. 

TranfaClions from the Beginning of the 
Voyage till our Departure from New 
Zealand. 

C HAP. I. 

ParioUs Preparations for the 17oyage.-Omai's Be. 
ha'Uiour 01& embarking.-Obfer'Uations for deter
mining the Longitude of Sheernej"s, and tbe North 
Foreland.-Paifage of the Re/olution from Dept
ford to P/ymouth.-Employments there.-Comple
menU of the Crews of both Ships, alld Names of 
the Officers.-Obfervations to fix the Longitude of 
Plymouth.-Departure of the RejolutiolS. 

H· AVING, on the ninth Day of February 1776, t776. 

received a commiflion to command his Ma-~ 
jefty's floop the Refolution, I went on board the Satur. to. 
next day, hoifted the pendant, and began to enter 
men. At the fame time. the Difcovery, of three 

VOL. I. B hundred 
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1776. hundred tons burthen, was purchafed into the fervice, 
February. and the command of her given to Captain Clerke, 
'--v"--I who had been my fecond Lieutenant on board the 

Refolution. in my fecond voyage round the world, 
from which we had lately returned. 

Thefe two /hips were, at this time, in the dock 
at Deptford, under the hands of the /hipwrights; 
being ordered to be equipped to make farther dif
coveries in the Pacific Ocean, under my direCtion. 

March. On the 9th of March, the Refolution was hauled 
Satur. 9· out of dock into the River; where we completed 

her rigging, and took on board the flores and pro
vifions requifite for a voyage of fuch duration. 
Both /hips, indeed, were fupplied with as much of 
every necdfary article as we could conveniently 
flow, and with the beft of every kind that could 
be procured. And, befides this, every thing that 
bad been found, by the expli:rience acquired dur
ing our former extenfive voyages, to be of any 
utility in preferving the health of feamen, was f.p
plied in abundance. 

May. It was our intention to have failed to Long Reach 
Monday6·on the 6th of May, when a pilot came on board 

to carry us thither; but it was the 29th before the 
~'I'hurf. 30 • wind would permit us to move; and the 30th be

fore we arrived at that ftation, where our artillery, 
powder, /hot, and other ordnance fiores were 
received. 

June. While we lay in Long Reach, thus employe:d, 
the Earl of Sandwich, Sir Hugh Pallifer, and others 
of the Board of Admiralty. as the leaft mark of 
the very great attention they had all along /hewn 

Satur.8. to this equipment, paid us a vifit on the 8th of 
June, to examine whether every thing had been 
completed conformably to their intentions and or
ders, and to the fatisfaClion of all who were to em
bark in the voyage. They, and feveral other 

Noble-
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Noblemen and Gentlemen their friendi, honour- 1776. 
ed me with their company at dinner on that day; June 
and, on their coming on board, and alfo on their "--v--I 
going ailiore, we faluted them with feventeen guns, 
and three cheers. 

With the benevolent view of conveying fome 
permanent benefit to the inhabitants of Otaheite, 
and of the other il1ands in the Pacific Ocean, 
whom we might happen to vifit, his Majef!:y hav
ing commanded fome ufeful animals to be carried 
out, we took on board, on the loth, a bull, two Mond. 10. 

cows with their calves, and fome fueep, with hay 
and corn for their fubfif!:ence; intending to add to 
thefe, other ufeful animals, when I fuould arrive 
at the Cape of Good Hope. 

I was alfc, frorn the fame laudable motives, fur
nilbed with a fufficientquantity of fuch of our Eu
ropean garden feeds, as could not fail to be a valu
able prefent to our newly-difcovered iflands, by 
adding frelb fupplies of food to their own vegetable 
productions. 

Many other articles, calculated to improve the 
condition of our friends in the other hemiIphere in 
various ways, were at the fame time, delivered to 
us by order of the Board of Admiralty. And both 
Ibips were provided with a proper afTortment of iron 
tools and trinkets, as the means of enabling us to 
traffic, and to cultivate a friendly intercourfe with 
the inhabitants of fuch new countries as we might 
be fortunate enough to meet with. 

The fame humane attention was extended to our 
own wants. Some additional clothing, adapted 
to a cold climate was ordered for our crews: and 
nothing was dented to us that could be fuppofed i~ 
the; leaf!: conducive to health, or even to convem-
ence. 

B 2 Nor 
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1776. . Nor did the extraordinary care of thofe at the 
. June. head of the naval department fiop here. They 
-.'--v--J were equally folicitous to afford us.every affifiance 

towards rendering ollr voyage of public utility. 
Tuefd. II. Accordingly, we received on board, next day, fe

veral alt:ronomical and nautical infiruments, which 
the Board of Longitude intrufied to me, and to Mr. 
King, my fecond Lieutenant; we having engaged 
to that Board to make all the necetrary obfervations. 
during the voyage, for the improvement of afire
no my and. navigation; and, by our joint labours, 
to fupply the place of a profeffed obfervator. Sucll 
a perC on had been originally intended to be fent 
out in my fhip. 

The Board, likewife, put into our poffeffion the 
fame watch, or time-keeper, which I had carried 
out in my laft voyage, and had performed its part 
fo well. It was a copy of Mr. Harrifon's, coo
ftructed by Mr. Kendall. This day, at noon, it 
was found to be too flow for mean time at Green
wich, by 3', 31", 890. and by its rate of going, it 
10ft, on mean time, .)", 209 per day. 

Another time keeper, lInd the fame number and 
fort of infiruments for making obfervations, were 
put on board the Difcovery, under the care of Mr. 
William Bailey; who, having already given fatif
factory proofs of his 1kill and diligence as an obfer
vator, while employed in Captain Furneaux's /hip, 
during the late voyage, was engaged afecond time, 
in that capacity, to embark with Captain ,Clerke. 

Mr. Anderfon, my furgeon, who, to {kill in his 
immediate profeffion, added great proficiency in 
natural hifiory, was as willing as he was well qua
lified, to defcribe every thing in that branch of fc~ 
ence which fhould occur worthy of .notice. Al!4.Je 
had already viuted the South Sea iflands in the f~ 
ali p, and been of fingl.llar [ervice, by enabling nlr' f;' 

enrich 
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~nrich my relation of that voyage with various ufe- 1??6. 
ful remarks on men and things", I reafonably ex- June. 
pea:ed to derive confiderable affil1:ance from him, \--v--J 
in recording our new proceedings. 

I had feveral young men amongl1: my fea-officers 
who, under my direction, could be ufefully em
ployed in conl1:ructing charts, in taking views of 
the coal1:s and headlands near which we fhould pafs, 
and in drawing plans of the bays and harbours in 
which we fhould anchor. A conl1:ant attention to 
this I knew to be highly requifite, if we would 
render our difcoveries profitable to future navigators. 

And, that we might go out with every help th'at 
could ferve to make the refult of our voyage enter
taining to the generality of readers, as well as in
ftructive to the failor and fcholar, Mr. Webber was 
pitched upon, and engaged to embark with me, 
for the exprefs purpofe of fupplying the unavoidable 
imperfections of written accounts, by enabling us 
to preferve, and to bring home, fuch drawings of 
the moll: memorable fcenes of our tran(atlions. as 
could only be executed by a profeffed and 1kilful 
artift. 

Every preparation being now completed, I re
ceived an order to proceed to Plymouth, and to 
take the Difcovery under my command. I accord
ingly gave Captain Clerke two orders; one to put 
himfelf under my command, and the other to 
carry his /hip round to Plymouth. 

On the 15th, the Refolution failed from Long Satur. I,. 
Reach, with the Difcovery in company, and the 
fame ,evening they anchored at the Nore. Next 

.. The very copious Vocabulary of the language of Otaheite, 
and the comparative· fpecimen of the languages of the .fever~l 
"iher Wands vifited during the former voyage, and pubhlhed In 

Captain Cook's a~~ount of it, were furnifhcd bv Mr. Andorfon. 

day 
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.,,6. day the Difcovery proceeded, in obedience to my 
June. order; but the Refolution was ordC!red to remain 

"""-v-J at the Nore till I fuould join her, being at this 
time in London. 

As we were to touch at Otaheite and the Society 
mands, in our way to the intended· fcene of our 
frelb operations, it had been determined not to omit 
this opportunity (the only one ever likely to ha~ 
pen) of carrying Omai back to his native country. 
Accordingly, every thing being ready for our de
parture, he and I fet out together from London 

Mond. '4. on the 24th, at fix o'clock in the morning. We 
reached Chatham between ten and eleven o'clock; 
and, after dining with Commiffioner Proby, he 
very obligingly ordered his yacht to carry us to 
Sheernefs, where my boat was waiting to take us 
pn board. . 

Omai left London with a mixture of regret 
and fatisfaCtion. When we talked abollt England, 
and about thofe who, during his ftay, had honoured 
him. with their proteCtion or friendlbip, I could 
obferve that his fpirits were fenlibly affeCted, and 
that it was with difficulty he could refrain from 
tears. But, the inftant the converfation turned to 
his own ifiands, his eyes began to fparkle with 
joy. . He was deeply impretred with a fenfe of the 
good treatment he had met with in England, '.Ind 
entertained the higheft ideas of the country and of 
the people. But the pleafing prorpeCl: he now had 
before him of returning home, loaded with what, 
he well knew, would be efteemed invaluable trea
{ures there, and the flattering hope which the 
poffeffion of there gave him, of attaining to a dir
tinguilbed fuperiority amongft his countrymen, 
were confiderations which operated, by degrees, 
to fuppr~fs every uneafy fenfation; and he feemed 
to ~e qUIte happy when he got on board the fuip. 

. He 
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He was furnilhed, by his Majelly, with an ample ,,,6; 

provifion. of every article which, during our inter- June. 
courfe with his country, we had obferved to be in '--v--J 
any eftimation there, either as ufeful or as orna-
mental. He had, befides, received many prefents 
of the fame nature from Lord Sandwich, Mr.· 
Banks, and feveral other Gentlemen and Ladies of 
his acquaintance. In iliort, every method had 
been employed, both during his abode in Englan~ 
and at his departure, to make him the inftrument 
of cDnveying to the inhabitants Df the iilands Df 
the Pacific Ocean, the moft exalted Dpinion Df the 
greatnefs and generDlity Df the Britilh nation. 

While the RefDlution lay at the Nore, Mr. King 
made feveral Dbfervations for finding the longitude 
by the watch. The mean Df them all, gave 0° 
44' 0", fDr the longitude Df the fbip. This, re
duced to. Sheernefs, by the bearing and eftimated 
diftance, will make that place to. be 0° 37 0" EaR: 
Df Greenwich; which is more by feven miles than 
Mr. LyDns made it, by the watch which LDrd 
Mulgrave had with him, Dn his voyage tDwards 
the North PDle. Whoever knDws any thing of the 
diftance between Sheernefs and Greenwich, will 
be a judge which Df thefe two DbfervatiDns is near. 
eft the truth. 

The variation Df the needle here, by a mean Df 
different fets, taken with different cDmpafi'es, was 
20° 37' Weft. . 

. On the 25th. abDut rioon, we weighed anchDr, Tuefd. 25; 

and made fail fDr the Downs, through the QQeen's 
Channel, with a gentle breeze at NDrth Weft by 
Weft. At nine in the evening we anchored, with 
the North Foreland bearing South by Eaft, anc! 
Margate Point SDuth Weft by South. 

'*' Now Sir Jofeph, 
Next 
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1''76. Next morning, at two o'clock, we weighed and 
June. 11:ood round the Foreland; and when it bore North. 

~.aIIowing for othe. variation oof the, c?mpafs, the 
. watch gave I 24 Eaft longltud~,: whIch, reduced 

to tse Foreland, will be 10 21' Eaft. Lunar obCer-
vations made the preceding evening, fixed it at 
1° 20' Eaft. At eight o'clock,.the fame morning, 
we anchored in° the Downs. Two boats had been 
built for ousat Deal,: arid I immediately fent on 
1hore for them.

o 
I was told that many people had 

affembled there to fee Omai; but, to their great 
diCappointment, he did not land. 

Having received the boats on board, and a light 
breeze at South South Eaft fpringing up, we got 

Thur!. "7. under fail the next day at two o'clock in the after
noon. ~ut the breeze foon died away, and we were 
obliged to anchor again till ten o'clock at night. 
We then weighed, with the wind at Eaft, and 
proceeded down the channel. 

Simlano. On the goth, at three o'clock in the afternoon, 
we anchored in Plymouth Sound, where the DiC
·covery had arrived only three days before. J falut
edAdmiral Amherft, whofe flag was flying on 
board the Ocean, with thirteen guns, and he re
turned the compliment, with eleven. 

It was the firft objeCt of our cat.e, on arriving at 
Plymouth, to replaceOthe water and provifions that 

July. we had expended, and to receive on board a fupply 
Monday I. of Po~t Wine. This was the emp~oyment which 
TuefdaY2. occupIed us on the d1::and 20d of JUly •. 0 

. During our ftay here, the crews were ferved 
with frefh beef every day. A:cd I fhould not do 
jufiice to Mr. Om manney, t!;e Agent ViCtualler, 
jf I did not take this opportunity to mention, that 
he fhewed a very obliging readinefsto furnifh m~ 
with the beft of every thing that lay within his de
I'ar.tmen~. I had been under the like obligations 

to 
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to him on my fetting out upon my laft voyage. ,,,6. 
C:ommiffioner Ourry, with equal zeal for the fer-~ 
VIce, gave us every affifiance that we wanted from 
the navaJyard. 

It fould. not but occur to us as a fingular and 
,afi"ecbng clrcumftance, that at the very inftant of 
our departure upon a voyage, the object of which 
was to benefit Europe by making freth difcoveries 
in North America, there fhould be the unhappy ne
ceffity of employing others of his Majefty's thips, 
and of conveying numerous bodies of land forces. 
to fecure the obedience of thofe parts of thal con
tinent which had been difcovered and feltled by 
our countrymen in the laft century. On the 6th, Satur. 6. 
his Majefty's fhips Diamond, Ambufcade, and 
Unicorn, with a fleet of (ranfpons, confifting of 
fIxty-two fail, bound to America, with Ihe laft di-
vifion of the Heffian troops, and fame horfe, were 
forced into the Sound by a ftrong North Weft 
Wind. 

On the 8th, I received, by exprefs, my inftn!c- MondayS. 
tions" for the voyage, and an order to proceed to 
Jhe Cape of Good Hope with the Refalutian. I 
was alfo directed to leave an order far Captain 
Clerke to follow us, as foon as he fhouldjoin his 
fbip; he being, at this time, detained in Lon-
don. 

Our firft difcoverers of the New World, and na
vigators of the Indian ~pd Pacific Oceans, were 
juftly thought to have exerte,d fuch llncom~on 
abilities, and to have accomphthed fuch penlous 
enterprifes, that their names have been handed down 
to pOfterity as fa many Argonams. Nay, even 
the hulk!! of the fhips that carried them, though not 
converted into conftellation!! in the Heavens, ufed 
to be honoured and vifited as facred rtliques upon 

,. See the inftru8:ions, in the J,ntrodu09ion . 
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,??6. earth. We, in the prefent age of improved navi
July. gation, who have been inftruCted by their labours, 

'--v--I and have followed them as our guides, have no 
fuch claim to fame. Some merit, however, being 
frill, in the public opinion, conlidered as due to 
thofe who fail to unexplored quarters of the globe, 
in conformity to this favourable judgment, I pre
fixed to the account of my laft voyage the names 
of the officers of both my thips, and a table of the 
number of their refpeCtive crews. The like infor
mation will be expeCted from me at prefent. 

The Refolution was fitted out with the fame 
complement of officers and men the had before; 
and the Difcovery's eftablithment varied from that 
of the Adventure, in the fingle infrance of her 
having no marine officer on board. This arrange
ment was to be finally completed at Plymouth; 

TuefdaY9· and, on the 9th, we received the party of marines 
allotted for our voyage. Colonel Bell, who com
manded the divifion at this port, gave me fuch men 
for the detachment as I had reafon to be fatisfied 
with. And the fupernumerary feamen, occafioned 
by this reinforcement, being turned over into the 
Ocean man of war, our feveral complements re
mained fixed, as reprefented in the following 
table: 



THE PACIFIC OCEAN~ 

It E SOL UTI 0 N. DISCOVERY. 

Offiers lind Men. No OJlicers Names. Noi OJlicers Names. - -I--
Captain, - - 1 James Cook. - I, Charles Clerke. 
Lieutenants, - 3 John Gore. - ~ James Burney. 

James King. - John Rickman. 
John WiIIiamfon. 

Maller, - - 1 William Bligh. - I Thomas Edgar. 
Boatfwain, - - I William Ewin. - 1 Eneas Atkins. 
Carpenter, - - I James C(evely; - I Peter Reynolds. 
Gunner, - - 1 Robert Anderfon. I WilliamPeckover. 
Surgeon, - - I William Anderfon. I John Law. 
Maller's Mates, - 3 - - - 2 

Mid1hipmen, - - 6 - - - 4 
Surgeon's Mates, - 2 - - - 2 

Captain's Clerk, - 1 - - - I 

Maller at Arms, - I - - - 1 

Corporal, - - I 

Armourer, - - I - - - I 

Ditto Mate, - - I - - - I 

Sail Maker, - - 1 - - - I 

Ditto Mate, - - I - - - 1 

Boatfwain's Mates, 3 - - - 2 

Carpenter's Ditto, 3 - . - 2 

Gunner's Ditto, - 2 - - - I 

Carpenter's Crew, 4 - - - 4 
Cook, - - 1 - - - 1 

Ditto Mate, - - I -
~arter Mailers, 6 - - - 4 
Able Seamen, - 45' - - - 33 

Marines. 
Lieutenant, - - 1 MolefworthPhilips. 
Serjea1!t, - - I - - - 1 

Corporals, - - 2 - - - I 

prummer, - - I - - - I 

Private, - - 15 - -, - 8 

- (-
Total, liz 80 

rr 

1776. 
July. 

'-v-J 
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1??6. On the loth, the Commiffioner and Pay Clerks 
July. came on board, and paid the officers and crew up 
~ to the 30th of laft month. The petty .officers and 

feamen had, befides, two months wages In advance. 
Such indulgence to the latter, is no more than what 
is cllflomary in the navy. But the paym~nt of 
what was due to the fuperior officers was humanely 
ordered by the Admiralty, in confideration of our 
peculiar fituation, that we might be better aple to 
defray the very great expence of furni/hing our
felves with a flock of neceff'aries for a voyage 
which, probably, would be of unufual duration, 
and to regions where no fupply· could be ex",' 
pelted. 

Nothing now obftrutl:ing my departure but 
a contrary wind, which blew {!:rong at South 

Thure. II. Weft, in the morning of the [Ith, I delivered in
to the hands of Mr. Burney, firft Ueutenant of 
the Difcovery, Captain Clerke's' failing orders; a 
copy of which I alfo left with tile Officer" com
manding his Majefty's /hips at Plymouth, _ to be 
delivered to the Captain immediately Qn his arri. 
val. In the afternoon, the wind moderating, we 
weighed with the ebb, and got farther Ollt, beyond 
all the /hipping in the Sound; where, after making 
an unfuccefsflll attempt to get 1'0 fea, we were de-

Friday n. tained moft of the following day, which was em
ployed in receiving on board a fupply-of water; and, 
by the fame veff'el that brought it, all the empty 
calks were returned. 

As i did not imagine my ftay at Plymouth would 
have been fo long as it proved, we did not get our 
inflruments on thore to make the ne.cetfary obfer
vations for afcertaining the longitucle by the watch. 
For the fame reafon, Mr. Baily did not fet about 

* Captain Le Crafs, Admiral Amherfi having {lruc~ his Bar; 
rllme days before. 

this, 
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this, till he found that the Difcovery would, proba- '776. 
bly, be detained fome days after us. He then July. 
placed his quadrant upon Drake's Hland; and had '-v--J 
time, before the ReColution failed, to make obfer-
vations fufficient for the purpofe we had in view. 
Our watch made the ifland to lie 4u 14', and his. 
4° 13~, Weft of Greenwich. Its latitude, as found 
by Meffrs. Wales and Baily, on the laft voyage, is 
50° 2 [' 30" North. 

We weighed again at eight in the evening. and 
frood out of the Sound, with a gentle breeze at 
North Weft by Weft. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. II. 

Pa./fage of the Refolution 10 'l'eneriffe.-Receptian 
Ihere.-DejcriptiotJ of Santa Cruz Road.-Re
frejhments to be met with.-ObJervations for fix
ing the Longitude of 'Teneriffi·-Some accounl of 
the qIand. - Botanical Ob[ervfltiollS. - Cities of 
Santa Cruz and Laguna.-Agriculture.-Air and 
Climate.-Commerce.-Inhabitants. 

1?76• WE had not been long out of Plymouth 
~ Sound, before the wind came more wefter
Friday Ill. Iy, and blew frelh, fa that we were obliged to ply 
SlindaYl4. down the Channel; and it was not till the 14th, 

at eight in the evening, that we were off the Li
zard. 

Tllefd.16. On the 16th, at noon, Sot. Agnes's Light-houfe 
on the mes of Scilly, bore North Weft by Weft, 
diftant feven or eight miles. Our latitude was, 
now, 49° 53' 30" North, and our longitude, by 
the watch, 6° I I' Weft~ Hence, Ireckon that ~t. 
Agnes's Light-houfe is in 49° 57 30" North lati
tude, and in 60 20' of Weft longitude. 

~edn. 17. On the 17th" and I 8th we were off Ulhant, 
urf. 18. and found the longitude of the ifland to be, by 

the watch, 58 r8' 37' Weft. The variation was 
23° 0' 50'" in the fame direction. 

* It appears nnm Captain Cook's log-book, that he began 
hi. judicio,!s operations for preferving the health of his crew, 
very early In the voyage. On the 17th, the Ibip was fmoked 
between deck. with gun-powtier. The fpare fails alfo were 
then "well aired. 

With 
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With a thong gale at South, on the 19th, we J776. 

flood to the weflward, till eight o'clock in the July. 
morning; when, the wind /hifting to the Weft~ 
and North Weft, we tacked and ftretched to the 
Southward. At this time, we faw nine fail of 
large /hips, which we judged to be French men of 
war. They took no particular notice of us, nor 
we of them. 

At ten o'clock in the morning of the 22d, we Mond. 22. 

faw Cape Ortegal; which at noon bore South Eaft, 
half South, about four leagues diftant. At this 
time we were in the latitude of 44° '6' North; and 
our longitude, by the watch, was 8° 23' Weft. 

After two days of calm weather we paffed Cape . 
Finifterre, on the afternoon of the 24th, with a Wedn. 24. 

fine gale at North North Eaft. The longitude.f 
this Cape, by the watch, is 9° 29' Weft; and, by 
the mean of forty-one lunar obfervations, made 
before and after we paffed it, and reduced to it by 
the watch, the refult was 9° 19' 12". 

On the 30th, at fix minutes and thirty-eight fe-Tuef. 30. 

conds paft ten o'clock, at night, apparent time, I 
obferved, with a night telefcope, the moon totally 
eclipfed. By the ephemeris, the fame happened at 
Greenwich at nine minutes paft eleven o'clock; 
the

J 
differer.ce being one hour, two minutes, and 

twenty-two feconds, or 15° 35' 30" of longitude. 
The watch, for the fame time, gave 15° 26' 45" 
longitude Weft; and latitude 31° 10' North. No 
other obfervation could be made on this eclipfe, as 
the moon was hid behind the clouds the greater part 
of the time; and, in particular, when the begin-
ning and end of total darknefs, and the end of the 
ecIipfe, happened. . 

Finding that we had not hay and corn fuffi~lent 
for the fubfiftence of the ftocl~ of animals on 

board, 
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J??6. board, till our arrival at the Cape of Good Ho~, 
~I determined to touch at Teneriffe, to get a fupply 

of thefe, and of the ufllal refrefhments. for our
tBves; thinking that ifland, for fuch purpofes, 
better adapted than Madeira. At four in the after-

Wedn. 31. noon of the 31 ft; we faw Teneriffe, and fteered 
for the eaftern part. At nine, being neaf it, we 
hauled up, and flood off and on during the night. 

Augufi. At day-light, on the morning of the I ft of Au-
Thurf. I. guft, we failed ro,und the Eaft P9int of the ifland; 

and, about eight o'clock, anchored on tIle South 
Eaft fide of it, in the Road of Santa Cruz, in 
twenty-three fathoms water; the bottom, fand and 
owze. Punta de Nago, the Eaft point of the 
Road, bore North 64° Eaft; Sr. Francis's church, 
remarkable for its high fteeple, Weft South Weft; 
the Pic, South 65° Weft; and'· the South Weft 
point of the Road, on which ftands a fort or caftle. 
South 39° Weft. ]n this fituation, we moored 
North Eaft and South "V eft, with a cable each way, 
being near half a mile from the fhore. 

We found, riding in this Road, La Boufi"ole, a 
French frigate, commanded by the Chroaiier de 
Borda; two brigantines of the fame nation; an 
Englifh brigantine from London, bound to Sene
gal; and fourteen fail of Spanifh vefi"e1s. 

No fooner bad we anchored, than we were vifit
ed by the Malter of the Porr, who fatisfied him
felf with alking the fhip's name. Upon his lea v- . 
ing us, 1 fent an officer afhore, to prefent my reC
pects to the Governor; and to alk his leave to take 
in water, and to purchafe filCh articles as we We1"e 
in want of. All this he granted with the greateft 
politenefs; and, foon after, fen t an officer 011 board, 
to compliment me on my arrival. In the after
noon, I waited upon him in perCon, accompanied 
by fome of my officers; and, before I returned 

to 



THE PAC I FIe 0 C E A N: 

to my fbip, befpoke fome corn and fhaw for the 1776• 
live ftock; ordered a quantity of wine from Mr. Auguft. 

M'Carrick, the contractor, and made' an agree~ '--v--J 
ment with the mafter of a Spanifb boat to fLlP~ 

. ply us with water, as I found that we could not do 
it ourfe!ves. 

The road of Santa CCllZ is fituated bef0re the 
town of the fame name, on the South Eaft fide of 
the il1and. It is, as I am told, the principal road 
of Teneriffe, for .fbelter, capacity, and the good
nefs of its bottom. It lies entirely' open to the 
South Eaft and SOllth winds. But thefe winds are 
never of long continuance; and, they fay, there 
is not an inftance" of a fbip driving from her an
chors on fbore. This may, iii part, be owing to 
the great care t!:ley take in mooring them; for I 
obferved, that all the fbips we met with there, had 
four anchors out; two to the North Eaft, and two 
to the South Weft; and their cables buoyed up 
with caiks. Ours futfered a little by not obferving 
this laft precaution. . 
. At the South Weft part of the road, a ftone pier 
runs out into the fea from the town, for the con
venience of loading and landing of goods. To 
this pier, the water that fupplies the fbipping is 
conveyed. This, as alfo what the inhabitants of 
Santa Cruz ufe, is derived from a rivulet that runs 
from the hills, the greateft part of which comes 
into the town in wooden fpouts or troughs, that are 
fupported by l1ender pails, and the remainder doth 
not reach the fea; though it is evident,· from the 
fize of the channel, that fomeQmes large torrents 

., Though no fuch inftance was known to thofe from whom 
Captain Cook had this information, we Jearn from Glas! th~t 
flme years bifore he was at Teneriffe, almrfl all the . ./h1ppmg m 
the road 'Were driven on ./hore. See Glas's Hift. of t~e Canary 
!f1ands, p. 235. We may well fuppo~e ~he preCat;tlOU3 no!" 
~fed, have' prevented any more fuch accldents bappenlng. Thls 
will fufficiently juftify Captain Cook's account. 

VOL. 1. C rufb 
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1775. rufh down. At this time thefe troughs were re':' 
Augufi. pairing, fo that freth water, which is very good 
~ here, was fcarce. 

W'"ere we to judge from the appearance of the 
country in the neighbourhood of Santa Cruz, it 
might be concluded that Teneriffe is a barren 
fpot, infufficient to maintain even its own inhabit
ants. The ample fupplies, however. which we 
received, convinced us that they had enough to 
/iare for vilitors. Betides wine, which is the chief 
~duce of the ifland, beef may be had at a mo
derate price. The oxen are fmall and boney, and 
weigh about ninety pounds a quarter. The meat 
is but lean, and was, at prefent, fold for half a bit 
(three pence fterling) a pound. I, unadvifedly, 
bought the bullocks alive, and paid conliderably 
more. Hogs, fheep, goats and poultry, are like
wife to be bought at the fame moderate rate; and 
fruits are in great plenty. At this time we had 
grapes, figs, pears, mulberries, plantains, and mufk 
melons. There is a variety of other frpits pro
duced here, though not in feafon at this time. 
Their pumpkins, onions, and potatoes, are ex
ceedingly good of their kind, and keep better at 
fea than any I ever before met with. 

The Indian corn, which is alfo their produce, 
coft me about three iliillings and fixpence a builiel ; 
and the fruits and roots were, in general, very 
cheap. They have not any plentiful fupply of filh 
from the adjoining fea; but a very confiderable 
fiiliery is carried on by their vefi'els upon the coaft 
of Barbary; and the produce of it fells at a rea
fonable price. Upon the whole, I found Teneriffe 
to be a more eligible place than Madeira, for (hips 
b~und on long voyages to touch at; though the 
wIRe of the latter, according to my tafte is as 
much fup:rior to that of tbe former, as 'ftrong 

beer 
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1;reer is to fmall. To compenfate for this; the dif- 1,,6. 
ference of prices is confiderable; for the beft Te- Aug\l~. 
neriffe wine was now fold for twelve pounds It '---v-
pipe; whereas a pipe of the beft Madeira would 
have coft confiderably more than double that 
fum"'. 

The Chevalier de Borda, Commander of the 
French frigate now lying in Santa Cruz road, was 
employed; in conjunCtion with Mr. Varila, a Spa
nifb Gentleman, in making aftronomical obferva
tions for afcertaining the going of two time-keepers 
which they had on board their fbip. For this plir
pofe, tbey had a tent pitcbed on the pier head, 
where tbey made their obfervations, and compared 
their watches, every day at noon, with the clock 
on fbore, by fignals. Thefe fignals the Chevalier 
very obligingly communicated to us; fo that we 
could compare our watch at the fame time. But 
our ftay was too iliort, to profit much by his kind. 
nefs. 

The three days comparifons which w,e made~ 
alfured us that the watch had not materially, if at 
all, altered her rate of going; and gave us the 
fame longitude, within a very few feconds; that 
was obtained by finding the time from obfen'3tions 
of the fun's altitude from the horizon of the fea. 
The watch, from a mean of thefe obfervations, on 
·the 1ft, 2d, and 3d of Auguft, made the longi-

,. Formerly; tbere was made at 'I'enerilfe a great quantity of 
Canary fack, which the French call. Pin de Malt'die; and w.e~ 
I:orruptly after tHew, name Malmfey ~from Maivefia, a town In 
the Morea, famous for ruch lufcidu. wine); In the laft century; 
and ftilliater, Inuch of this was imported into England ; but 
little wine is now made there, but of the fort defcribed by Cap
tain Cook. Nllt inore than fifty pipe's of the rich Canary wa. 
annually made in Glas's time land .he fays,. they now gather the 
grapes when green, and make a dTY hard wille ot them, fit for 
hot climates, p. l\6l\. 

tude 



A VOYAGE 'FO 

1,,6. tude 16° 3 I' Weft; and in like manner, the la
Augull. titude was found· to be 28° 30' II" North. 
'-~ Mr. Varila informed us, that the true longitude 

was 1 SO 35' 30'" from Paris, which is only 160 

J 6' 30" from Greenwich; lers than what our 
watch gave by J 4' 30". But, far from looking 
upon this as an error in the watch, I rather think 
it a confirmation of its having gone well; and ·hat 
the longitude by it may be nearer the truth than 
any other. It is farther confirmed by the lunar olJ
fervations that we made in the road, which gave 
16° 37 10". Thore made before we arrived, and 
reduced to the road by the watch, gave 160 33' 
go": and thofe made after we left it, and reduced 
back in the fame manner, gave 16" 28'. The 
mean of the three is 16° go' 40". 

To reduce thefe feverallongitudes, and the la
titude, to the Pic of Teneriffe, one of the moft 
noted points of land with Geographers (to obtain 
the true fituation of which, I have entered into 
this particular. dircuffion), I had recourfe to the 
bearing, and a few hours of the ilifP'S run after 
leaving Santa Cruz road; and found it to be 12' 
I I" South of the road, and 29' 30" of longitude 
Weft of it. As the bare, which helped to deter
mine this, was partly eftimated, it is liable to fame 
error; but I think I cannot be much mitl:aken. 
Dr. Malke/yne, in his Britijb Mariner's Guide, 
places the Pic in the latitude of 28° 12' 54". 
This, with the bearing from the road, will give 
the difference of longitude 43', which confiderably 
exceeds the diftance they reckon the Pic to be 
from Santa Cruz. I made the latitude of the 
Pic t9 b.e 28° I~' North. Upon that fuppofition, 
ItS longitude wIll be as follows: 

By 
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{
The Time-keeper - 1,° 0# 30"J 

By Lunar obfervations - 16° 30' 20" Weft. 
Mr. Varila - - 160 46' 0" 

But if the latitude of it is 28° 12' 54", as in the 
Britifb Mariner's Guide, its longitude will be J 3-
30" more w~fterly. 

The variation, when we were at anchor in the 
road, by the mean of all our compa/fes, was found 
to be 14° 41' 20" Weft. The dip of the North 
end of the needle was 61° 52' 30'. 

Some of Mr. Anderfon's remarks on the natural 
appearances of Teneriffe, and its productions; and 
what he obferved himfelf, or learnt by information, 
about the general ftate of the iiland, will be of ufe,· 
particularly in marking what changes may have 
happened there fince Mr. Glas viii ted it. They 
here follow in his own words: 

" While we were ftanding in for the land, the 
weather being perfectly clear, we had an oppor
tunity of feeing the celebrated Pic of Teneriffe. 
But, I own, I was much difappointed in my ex
pectation with refpect to its appearance. It is, 
certainly, far from equalling the noble figure of 
Pico, one of-the weftern iiles which I have feen; 
though its perpendicldlar height may be greater. 
This circumftance, perhaps, arifes from its being 
furrounded by other very high hills; whereas Pico 
ftands without a rival. 

Behind the city of Santa Cruz, the country rifes 
gradually, and is of a moderate height. Beyond 
this, to the South Weftward, it becomes higher, 
and continues to rife towards the Pic, which, from 
the road, appears but little higher than the fur
rounding hills. From thence it feems to decreafe, 
though not fuddenly, as far as the.eye can reach, 
From a fuppolitic;m that we thould not ftay above 
one day, I was obliged. to contract my excur~ons 

mto 

'776• 
Augufi. 

'---v--J 
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1,,6. into the country; otherwife, I had prepored to 
Auguft. vilit the tOp of this famous mountain·. 
~ To the eaftward of Santa Cruz, the il1and ap

pears perfectly barren. Ridges of hills run to-. 
wards the fea; between which ridges are deep val
leys, terminating at mountains or hills that run 
acrofs, and are higher than the former. Thofe 
that run towards the fea, are marked by impref
fions on their fides, which make them appear as 
a fuccefiion of conic hills, with their tops very 
rugged. The higher ones that rtlO acrofs, are 
more uniform in their appearance. 

In the forenoon of the 1ft of Augufr, after we 
had anchored in the road, I went on fuore to one 
of thefe valleys, with an intention to reach the 
top of the remoter hills, which feemed covered 
with wood; but time would not allow me to get 
farther than their foot. After walking about three 
miles, I found no alteration in the appearance of 
the lower hills; which produce great quantities 
of the euphorbia Canarienfis. It is furprifing that 
this large fucculent plant fuould thrive on fo burnt
up a foil. When broken, which ·is eafily done. 
the quantity of juice is very great; and it might 
I:>e fuppofed that, when dried, it would fhrivel 
to nothing; yet it is a pretty tough, though foft 
;md light wood. The people here believe its juice 

., See an account of a journey to the top of the Pic of Tene. 
rifte, in Sprat's Hifiory of the Royal SocielJl, p. aoo, &c. Glas 
alfo went tQ the top of it. Hifiory of the Canary !JlandJ, p. 25~ 
to 259. In the Philofophical Tranfactions, vol. xlvii. p. 353-
356, we have Obfervationsmade, in going upl!;e l'ic of Tenerife, 
by Dr. T. Heberden. The DQct"r makes its height, about the 
level of the ~ea, to be 2566 fathae"., or [5,3~6 Englifh feet; and 
fays, that thiS was confirmed by two fubfequent obfervations by 
j,imfelf, and an~ther ~ade by Mr, Croffe, the Conful. And yet, 
I find, tbat the Chevalier d~ Ilorda, who meafured the height of 
this mountain in Auguft [776, makes it to be only. [93[ French 
tOifes, or [2,340 Englifh feet. See Doaor Forller's Ohjer'¥atioll ... 
dunr.K a Yo)'age round 1M W~rld, 1'. j o. . 

to 
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to be fo cauftic as to erode the lkin -; but I con- J776. 
'Vi need them, though with much difficulty, to the Auguft. 

contrary, by trufting my finger into the plant full '-v--I 
of it, without afterwards wiping it off. They 
break down the bulhes of euphorbia, and fuffering 
them to dry, carry them home for fuel. J met 
with nothing eIfe growing there, but two or three 
fmall fhrubs, and a few fig-trees near the bottom 
of the valley. 

The bafis of the hills is a heavy, compact, 
blueilh ftone, mixed with fome fhining particles; 
and, on the furface, large maffes of red friable 
earth, or ftone, are {cattered about. I alfo often found 
the Came fubftance difpofed in thid!: flrata; and 
the little earth, ftrewed here and there, was a 
blackilh mould. There were likewife fome pieces 
of flag; one of which, from its weight and fmooth 
1urface, feemed almoft wholly metalline. 

The mouldering ftate of thefe hills is, doubt
lefs, owing to the perpetual aCtion of the fun, 
which calcines their furface. This mouldered 
part being afterwards walhed away by the heavy 
rains, perhaps is the caufe of their fides being 
fo uneven. For, as the different fubftances of 
which they are compofed, are more or lefs eafily 

. affeCted by the fun's heat, they will be carried 
away in the like proportions. Hence perhaps, the 
tops of the hills, being of the hardeft rock, have 
ftood, while the other parts on a dedivity have 
been deftroyed. As I have ufually obferved, that 
the tops of moll: mountains that are covered 
with trees have a more uniform appearance, I 
am inclined to believe that this is owing to their 
being fhaded. 

lit' Gla •• p. 231. fpeaking of this plant. fays. that he calfJlot 
imagine 'Why the nati",,, of the Canaries do not extraS the juice, 
and u.fe it injitad of pitch. for the bottoms of their boal.. We 
now learn frQIU Mr. Anclerfon their reafQn for not ufmg it. 

The 
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'776. The city of Santa Cruz, though not large, is 
Auguft. toleral?ly well built. The churches are not mag-. 

'--v--' nificent without; but within are decent, and in
differently ornamented. They are inferior to fome 
of the churches at Madeira; but, I imagine, this 
rather arifes from the different difpofition of the 
people, than from their inability to Cuppon them 
better. For the private houfes, and drefs of the 
Spanifh inhabitants of Santa Cruz, are far prefer
able to thofe of the Portuguefe at Madeira; who, 
perhaps, are willing to firip themfelves, that they 
may adorn their churches. 

Almofi facing the fione pier at the landing
place, is a handfome p1arble column lately put 
liP, ornamented witp' fome human figures, that 
do no difcredit to the artifi; with an infcription 
in Spanifh, to commemorate the occalion of. the 
erection; and the date. 

Friday 2. IN the afternoon of the 2d, four of us hired 
mules to ride to the city of Laguna", fo called 
from an adjoining lake, about four miles from 
Santa Cruz. We arrived there between fi\'e and 
fix in the evening; but found a light of it very 
unable to com pen fate for our trouble, as the road 
was very bad, and the mules bllt indifferent. The 
place is, indeed, pretty extenfive, but fcarcely de
ferves to be dignified with the name of City. The 
difpolition of its fireets is very irregular; yet fome 
of them are of a tolerable breadth, and have fome 
good houfes. In ger.eral, however, Laguna is in
ferior in appearance to Santa Cruz, though the latter 
is but (mall, if compared with the former. We were 
informed, likewife, that Laguna is declining fafi ; 

.., Its extended name is St. Chrillobal de la Laguna: and it 
ufed to be reckoned the capital of the illaTld, the gentry and 
lawyers living there; though the Goyernor General of the Canary 
Iflands refi"es at .Santa Cruz, as being the center of their trade 
both with Europe and America. See GIaJ's Hift. p, 248• • 

there 
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there being, at prefent, fome vineyards where 1,,6. 
houfes formerly ftood; whereas Santa Cruz is Auguft. 
encreafing daily. '--v-J 

The road leading from Santa Cruz to Laguna 
runs up a fteep hill, which is very barren; but, 
lower down, we faw fome fig-trees, and feveral 
corn fields. There are but fmall, and not thrown 
into ridges, as is praCtifed in England. Nor does 
it appear that they can raife any corn here without 
great labour, as the ground is fo encumbered with 
ftones, that they are obliged to colleCt and lay 
them in broad rows, or walls, at fmall diftances. 
The large hills that run to the South-weft, appear
ed to be pretty well furni!bed with trees. No
thing elfe worth noticing prefented itfelf during 
this excurfion, except a few aloe plants in flower, 
neapthe fide of the road, and the chearfulneCs of 
our guides who amufed us with fongs by the way. 

Moil: of the laborious work in this ii1and is 
performed by mulc:s; horCes being to appearance 
(carce, and chiefly referved for the ufe of the offi
cers. They are of a Cmall fize, but well!baped 
and fpirited. Oxen are alfo employed to drag their 

. cafks along upon a large clllmfy piece of wood. 
imd they are yoked by the head; though it doth 
not feem that tbis bas any peculiar advantage over 
our method of fixing the harnefs on the !boulders. 
In my walks and excurfions I faw fome hawks, 
parrots, which are natives of the ifland, the fea 
fwallow or tern, fea gulls, partridges, wagtails, 
fwallows, martins, blackbirds, and Canary-birds in 
large flocks. There are alCo lizards of the corn
mon, and another fort; fame infeCts, as IOCllftS; 
and three or four forts of dragon flies. 
. I had an opportunity of converfing with a fen
fible and well-informed gentleman reliding here, 
and whofe veracity I have not the Ie ail: reaCon to 

doubt. 



A VOYAGE TO 

1775. doubt. From him I learnt fame particulars,which, 
Auguft. during the Ihort flay of three days, did not fall 

L..--y-....I within my own obfervation. He informed me. 
that a Ihrub is common here, agreeing exactly with 
the defcription given by Tournefort and Linnreus, 
of the tea jhr/lb, as growing in China and Japan. 
It is reckoned a weed, and he roots out thoufands 
of them every year, from his vineyards. The 
Spaniards, however, of the ifland, fometimes ufe 
it as tea, and afcribe to it all the qualities of that 
imported from China. They alfo give it the name 
of tea; but what is remarkable, they fay it was 
found here when the iflands were 6rft difcovere€t. 

Another botanical curiotity, mentioned by him, 
is what they call the impregnated lemon". It is a 
perfect and diftinct lemon, inclofed within another, 
differing from the outer one only in being a flttle 
more globular. The leaves of the tree that pro
duces this fort, are much longer than thofe of the 
common one; and it was reprefented to me as 
being crooked, and not equal in beauty. 

From him I learnt alfo, that a certain fort of 
grape growing here, is reckoned an excellent re
medy in phthitical complaints. And the air and 
climate, in general, are remarkably healthful, and 
particularly adapted to give relief in fuch difeafes. 
This he endeavoured to account for, by it's being 
always in one's power to procure a different tem
peramre of the air, by retiding at different heights 
In the ifland; and he expreffed his furprife that the 
Englifh phyticians Ihould never have thought of 
fending their confumptive patients to Teneriffe, 
inftead of Nice or Lillion. How much the tein-:-

* The \Vriter of the Relation of'Tcneriife, in Sprat's Hi{
lary, p. 207, takes notice of this lemon as produced.. he-ret and. 
calls It Pregnada. Probably, emprennada, the Spanilh word. for 
impregnated, is the name it goes by. . . 

p::rature 
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perature of the air varies here, I myfelf could 1?16. 
fenfibly perceive, only in riding from Santa Cruz Augull. 

up to Laguna; and you may aCcend till the cold '-v--I 
becomes intolerable. I was affured that no perfon 
can live comfortably within a mile of the perpen-
dicular height of the Pic, after the month of 
Auguft -. 

Although fome fmoke conftantly iffue~ from 
near the top of the Pic, they have had no earth
quake or eruption of a volcano fince 17°4, when 
tbe port of Garrachica, where much of their trade 
was formerly carried on, was deftroyed t. 
r Their trade, indeed, mull: be confidered as very 
confiderable ; for they reckon that forty thouCand 
pipes of wine are annually made; the greateft part 
of, which is either con fumed in the ifland, or made 
into brandy, and fent to the Spanifh Weft Indies:/:. 
About fix thoufand pipes were exported every 
year to North America, while the trade with it 

., This agrees with Dr. T. Heberden's account, who fays that 
the fugar-loaf part of the mountain, or /a pericoJa (as it is 
called), 'Which is an eighth part oJ a teague (or 1980 feet) to the 
top, is covered 'Witlt fno'W fke greateji part of tke year. See 
l'/iitoJophicat Tranfa!lions, as quoted above. 

t This port was then filled up by the rivers of burning 
Java that flowed into it from a volcano; infomuch that houfes 
are now built where ihips formerly lay at anchor. See Gtas's 
lIiJi· p. 244· 

t Gtas, p. 342, fays, that they annually export nO lefs than 
fifteen thoufand pipes of wine and brandy. In another place, 
p. 252, he tells us, tiiat the number of tbe inhabitants of Te
neriffe, when the Jail account was taken, 'was no lefs than 
96,000. We may reafonably fuppofe that there has been a 
confiderable increafe of population fince Glas vifited the illand, 
which is above thirty years ago. The quantity of wine annu
ally confumed as the common beverage of at lealt one hundred 
thoufand perf~n. muft amount to feveral thoufand pipes. 
There mull be ; vall expenditure of it, by converfion into 
brandy; to produce one pipe of which, five or fix pipes of 
wine mull be qifiilled. An attention to thefe particulars will 
"nable everyone to judge, that the aecount given to Mr. An
tl_pon, of an annual prolluce' of 40,000 pipes of wine, has a 
fQundation in truth. 

was 
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1716• was uninterrupted; at prerent, they think not 
Augull. above half the quantity. , The corn they raife is, 

"-v--J in general infufficient to maintain the inhabitants; 
but the deficiency ufed to be fupplied by impor
tation from the North Americans, who took their 
wines in return. • 

They make a little filk; but unlets we reckon 
the filtering-ftones, brought in great numbers from 
Grand Canary, the wine is the only conliderable 
article of the foreign commerce of Teneriffe. 

None· of the race of inhabitants found here 
when the Spaniards difcovered the Canaries now 
remain a diftinct people "', having intermarried 
with the Spanifh fetders; but their defcendants 
are known, from their being remarkably tall, large
bl'med, and ftrong. The men are, in general, of 
a tawny colour, and the women have a pale corn
plexion, entirely deftitute of that bloom which 
diftinguifhes our Northern beauties. The Spanilh 
cuftom of wearing black clothes continues amongft 
them; but the men feem more indifferent about 
this, and, in fame meafure, drefs like the 
French. In other refpects, we found the inha
bitants of Teneriffe to be a decent and very civil 
people, retaining that grave caft which diftinguilh
es thofe of their country from other European na
tions. Although we do not think that there is a 
great fimilarity between our manners and thofe of 
the Spaniards, it is worth obferving, that Omai 
did not think there was much difference. He only 
[aid, that they feemed not fa friendly as the Eng
lifh; and that, in their perfons, they approached 
thofe of his countrymen." 

,.. It was otherwife in Glas's time, when a few families of 
the Guanches (as they are called) remained ftil! in Teneriffe 
llot blended with the Spaniards. Glas, p. ~40' ' 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. III. 

Departure from 'l'enerijfe.~Danger of the Ship near 
Bonavifta.-Ijle of Mayo.-Port Praya. - Pre
cautions againfl the Rain and Jullry Weather in 
the Neighbourhood of the Equator.-Pojition of 
the Coafl of Brazil. - Arrival at the Cape of 
Good Hope.-'l'ranJallions there.-JunfliOll of the 
DiJcovery.-Mr. Andedon's Journey up the Coun
try.-AJ!ronomical Obftrvations.-Nautical Re
marks on the PajJage from England to the Cape, 
with regard to the Currents and the Variation. 

H A V I N G completed our water, and got on 1775. 

board every other thing we wanted at Te-~ 
neriffe, we weighed anchor on the 4th of Auguft, Sunday",. 

and proceeded on our voyage, with a fine gale at 
North Eaft. 

At nine o'clock in the evening on the loth *; Satur. 10. 

we faw the ifland of Bonavifta bearing South, dif-
tant little more than a league; though, at this time, 
we thought ourfelves much farther off; but this 
proved a miftake. For, after hauling to the Eaft-
ward tiII twelve o'clock, to clear the funken rocks 
that lie about a league from the South Eaft point 
of the ifland, we found ourfelves, at that time, 
c10fe upon them, and did but juft weather the 

'" As a proof of Captain Cook's attention, both to the difei. 
pline and to the health of his fhip's company, it may be wortn 
while to obferve here, that it appears from hi. log-book, M 
exercifed them at great guns and .fmal/ arms, and cleared and 

.fmoktd the ./hip be/Q'W decks, twice in. the interval bo-..tween the 
4th and th~ lotn of Auguft. . 

2 breakers; 
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1176.' breakers. Our fituation, for a few minutes, was 
~ very alarming. I did not chofe to found, as that 

might have heightened the danger without any 
poffibility of leffening it. I make the North end 
of the ifland of Bonavifta to lie in the latitude of 
16° 17 Nortb, and in tbe longitude of 22° 59' 
Weft. 

SundaYII. As foon as we were clear of the rocks, we fteer
ed South South Weft, till day-break next morn
ing, and then hauled to the Weftward, to go be
tween Bonavifta and tbe ifle of Mayo, intending 
to look into Port Praya for the Difcovery, as I had 
told Captain Clerke that I fhould touch there, and 
did not know how foon he might fail after me . 

. At one in the afternoon, we faw the rocks that lie 
on the South Weft fide of Bonavifta, bearing 
South Eaft, diftant three or four leagues. 

Mond. J~. Next morning, at fix o'.clock, the ifle of Mayo 
bore South South Eaft, diftant about five leagues. 
In this fituation we founded, and found ground at 
fixty fathoms. At the fame time the variation, 
by the mean of feveral azimuths taken with three 
different compaffes, was 9° 32~' Weft. At eleven 
o'clock, one extreme of Mayo bore Eaft by North, 
and the other South Eaft by South. In thili pofi
lion, two roundifh hills appeared near its North 
Eaft part; farther on, a large and higher hill. 
and, at about two-thirds Qf its length, a lingle one 
that is peaked. At the diftance we now faw this 
ifiand, which was three or four miles, there was 
not the leaft appearance of vegetation, nor any re
lief to the eye from that lifelefs brown which pre
vails in countries under the Torrid Zone that are 
un wooded. 

Here I cannot belp remarking that Mr. Ni
chel(on, in his Preface to Stmary Remarks and 
Ohjer'Uolions made in a FOY'lge 10 the Eafl In. 

dies. 
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diu-, tells us, that" with eight degrees Weft varia- '776 • 
.. tion, or any thing above that, YOll may venture to Augul1. 

" fail by the Cape de Verde Wands night or day, ~ 
" being well affured, with that variation, that YOll . 

" are to the Eaftward of them." Such an a{fer. 
tion might prove of dangerous confequence, were 
there any that would implicitly [fuil to it. We 
alfo tried the cmrent, and found one fetting South 
Weil by Weil, fomething more than half a mile 
an hour. We had reafon to expect this, from the 
differences between the longitude given by the 
watch and dead reckoning, which, fince our leav-
ing Teneriffe, amounted to one degree. 

While we were amongft thefe it1ands we had 
light breezes of wind, varying from the South 
Eail to Eail, and fome calms. This (hews that 
the Cape de Verde It1ands, are either extenlive 
enough to break the current of the trade wind, or 
that they are fituated juft beyond its verge, in that 
fpace where the variable winds, found on getting 
near the line, begin. The firft fuppofition, how
ever, is the moft probable, as Dampier t found the 
wind wefterly here in the month of February; 
at which time the trade wind is fuppofed to extend 
fartheft towards the equinoctial. The weather was 
hot and fultry, with fome rain; and, for the molt 
part, a dull whitenefs prevailed in the iky, that 
[eems a medium between fog and clouds. In ge
neral, the tropical regions feldom enjoy that clear 
atmofphere obfervable where variable winds blow. 
n'or does the fun rhine with fuch brightnefs. This 
circllmilance, however, feems an advantage; for 
oiherwife, perhaps, the rays of the {un. being un
interrupted, would render the heat quite unfup • 

... On board his Majel1y's £hip Eli~abeth, from '758 to '764; 
by William Nichelfon, Mafler of the faid Ship. London, 1773. 
+ Damfier's V"yages, Vol. iii. p. 10. 

portable. 
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1775. portable. The nights are, neverthelefs, often clear 
Augult. and ferene. . 
~ At nine o'clock in the morning of the 13th, we 

arrived before Port Praya, in the ifland of St. Jago, 
where we faw two Dutch Eaft India !hips, and a 
fmall brigantine at anchor. As the. Difeovery was 
not there, and we had expended but little water 
in our paffage from Teneriffe, I did not think pro
per to go in, but ftood to the Southward. Some 
altitudes of the Sun were now taken, to afcertain 
the true time. The longitude by the watch, deduc
ed thererrom, was 23° 48' Weft; the little ifland in 
the bay bore Weft North Weft, diftant near three 
miles, which will make its longitude 23° SI'. 
The fame watch, on my late voyage, made the 
longitude to be 23u go' Weft; and we obferved 
the latitude to be 14° 5 g' 30" North. 

Wedn.14· The day after we left the Cape de Verde Iflands, 
we loft the North Eaft trade wind; but did not get 

Friday 30 • that which blows from the SOllth Eaft till the 30th. 
when we were in the latitude of 2° North, and in 
the twenty-fifth degree of Weft longitude. 

During this interval·, the wind was moftly in 
the South Weft quarter. Sometimes it blew frefll, 
and in fqualls; but for the moft part a gentle 
breeze. The calms were few, and of iliort dura
tion. Between the latitude of 12" and of 7° North, 
the weather was generally dark and gloomy, with 

'* On the 18th, I funk a bucket with a thermometer feventy 
fathoms below the rurface of the rea, where it remained two 
minutes; and it took three minutes more to haul it up. The 
mercury in the thermometer was at 66, which before, in the 
air, frood at 78, and in the furface of the fea at 79. The water 
which came up' in the bucket contained, by Mr. Cavendith·~ 
table. ;" 7 part faIt; and that at the furface of the rea ,'-. 4. 
As this lafr was taken up after a fmart thower of rain. it .riight 
be lighter on that account, Captain Cook's log-book. 

frequent 
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frequent rains, which enabled us to fave as much ,,,6. 
water as filled moll: of our empty calks. ~ 

Thefe rains, and the c10fe fLlltry weather ac
comp:mying them, too often bring on ficknefs in 
this paifage. Every bad confequence, at leaa, 
is to be apprehended from them; and command
ers of !hips cannot be too much upon their guard, 
by purifying the air between decks with fires and 
fmoke, and by obliging the people to dry their 
clothes at every opportunity. Thefe precautions 
were confiantly ob!erved on board the Refolution .. 
and Difcovery; and we certainly profited by them, 
for we had now fewer fick than on either of my 
former voyages. We had, however, the mortifica
tion to find our fhip exceedingly leaky in all her 
upper works. The hot and fullrY weather we had 
jull: paired through, had opened her feams, which 
had been badly caulked at fira, fo wide, that they 
admitted the rain water through as it fell. There 
was hardly a man that could lie dry i.n his bed; 
and the officers in the gun-room were all driven 
out of their cabbins, by the water that came 
through the fides. The fails in the fail-room got 
wet; and before we had weather to dry them, ma
ny qf them were much damaged, and a great ex
pence of canvas and of time became necelrary to 
make them in fome degree ferviceable. Having 
experienced the fame defect in onr fail-rooms on 
my late voyage, it had been reprefented to the 
yard officers, who undertook to remove it. But it 
did not appear to me that any thing had been 
dope to remedy the complaint. To repair thefe 

'" The particulars are mentioned in his log-book. On the '4J:h 
of Auguft a fire was made in the weIl, to air the !hip below. 
On the 15~h, the fpare fails were aired upon deck, and a fire 
made to air the fail-room. On the 17th, cleaned and fmoked 
betwixt decks and the bread-room aired with fires. On the 
.:11ft cleaned 'and fmoked betwixt decks; and on the 22d, the 
me~'s beddil)g was fpread on deck to ait. 

VOL. I. D defects 



A VOYAGE TO 

'776• defeCts the caulkers were fet to work, as foon as we 
Augufr. got into fair fettled weather, to ~auJk the decks 
~ and infide weather works of the fhlp; for I would 

Septem
ber. 

Sunday I. 

not truft them over the fides while we were at fea. 
On the firft of September" we croffed the Equa

tor, in the longitude of 27° 38' Weft, with a fine 
gale at South Eaft b; South; and notwithftanding 
my apprehenlions n: falling 'n with the coaft of 

• Brazil in ftretching te the S,,'~th Weft, I kept the 
1hip a full point from the wind. However, I found 
my fears were ill grounded; for on drawing near 
that co aft, we met with the wind more and more 
eafierly; fo that, by the time we were in the lati
tude of IOu Somh, we could make a South Eafter
ly courfe good. 

Sunday 8. On the 8th, we were in the latitude of 8° 57' 
South; which is a little to the Southward of Cape 
St. Auguftine, on the coaft of Brafi!. Our lon
gitude, deduced from a very great number of lunar 

11< The afternoon. as appears from Mr. Anderfon's Journal. was 
fpent in performing the old and ridiculous ceremony of ducking 
thofe who had _not crofred the Equat()r before. Though Captain 
Cook did not fupprefs the cufrom. he thought it too trifling to 
deferve the lealt mention of it in his Journal, or even in hi. 
log-book. Pernetty, the Writer of Bougainville's Voyage to 
the Falkland IIlands. in ,,63 and 1,6 .... thought differently-; for 
his account of the celebration of this childifh feftival on board 
his fhip. is extended through feventeen pages. and makes the 
fubjeofr of an entire chapter, under the title of Bapt2me de Ia 
Ligne. 

It may be worth while to tranfcribe his introduofrion to the 
olefcription of it. "C'el! un ufage qui ne remonte pas plus haut 
" que ce voyage celebre de Gama. qui a fou/'lli. au Camoons Ie 
" fujet de la Lufiade. VIdee qu'on ne f~uroit etre un bon ma
oil rio, fans avoir traverfe J'Equateur, I'ennui infeparable d'q,ne 
c. longue navigation, un certain efprit republicain qui regne dans 
II. toutes les petites foci~tesJ peut-etre toutes ces caufes reunies 
., on pu donner naiifance a ces efpeces de fatuMlales. ~oiqu'ii 
:: en .foit, elles furent adoptees, en un inftant, dans toutes les 

nations. & les hommes les plus ftlaires furent obliges de fe 
.. foomettre it. une CQutume dont ils reconnoiffoient I'abfurditli. 
:: Car. part~utl d.~. que _ Ie .P"ul'le parle, it faut que Ie rage fe 

mette it. I unifon. Hi/iolre d'un Yoyage aUK !fIis Ma/aui/UsJ 
p. 107, 108, 

obfer-
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obfervation5, was 34° I 6' Weft; and by the watch, 1176. 
34° 47'· The former is 1° 43', and the latter 2° 14' Settem
more Wefterly than the ifland of Fernando de No-~ 
ronha, the fimation of which was pretty well de
termined during my late voyage *. Hence I con-
cluded that we could not now be farther from the 
continent than twenty or thirty leagues at moft ; 
and perhaps not much lefs, as we neither had 
foundings, nor any other figns of land. Dr. HaP 
ley, however, in his voyage,publilhed by Mr. Dal-
rymple, tells us t, that he made no more than one 
hundred and two miles, meridian dijlance, from the 
iJland [Fernando de Noronha] to the coaft of Bra-
./il; and feems to think that currents could not be 
the wbole cauJe of his making fo little. But I ra-
ther think that he was miftaken, and that the cur-
rents had hurried him far to the Weftward of his 
intended courfe. This was, in fome meafure, con-
firmed by our own obfervations; for we had found, 
during three or four days preceding the 8ih, that 
the currents fet to the Weftward; and, during the 
1aft twenty-four hours, it had fet ftrong to the 
Northward, as we experienced a difference of twen-
ty-nine miles be~ween our obferved latitude and 
that by dead reckoning. Upon the whole, till 
fome better aftronomical obfervations are made on 
lhore on the Eaftern coaft of Brafil, I iliall conclude 
that its longitude is thinyfive degrees and a half, 
or thirty-fix degrees Weft, at moft. 

We proceeded on our voyage, without meeting OClober. 

with any thing of note, till the 6th of OCtober. Sunday 6. 

Being then in the latitude of 350 
15' South, longi-

tude 7° 45' Weft, we met wit~ light airs and calms 
by turns·, for three days fuccelhvely. "Ve had, for 
fome days before, feen albatroifes, pintadoes, and 

'lI' See Cook's Voyage, Vol. II. p. Z78• 

D 2 

t P. n • 
other 
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1776• other petrels; and here we faw three penguins, 
O.9ober~ which occationed us to found; but we found no 
'-v--J ground with a line of one hundred and fifty .fa

thoms. We put a boat in the water, and !hot a 
few birds; one of which was a black petrel, about 
the tize of a crow, and, except as to the bill and 
feet, very like one. It had a few white feathers 
under the' throat; and the under-tide of the quill
feathers were of an a!h-co!our. All the other fea
thers were jet black, as alfo the bill and legs. 

TuefdayS. On the 8th, in the evening, one of thofe birds 
which failors call noddies, fettled on our rigging, 
and was caught. It was fomething larger than an 
Engli!h black-bird, and nearly as black, except 
the upper part of the head, which was white, look
ing as if it were powdered; the whiteft feathers 
growing out from the bafe of the upper bill, from 
which they gradually alfumed a darker colour, to 
about the middle of the upper part of the neck, 
where the white !hade was loft in the black, with
out being divided by any line. It was web-footed; 
had black legs and a black bill, which was long, and 
not unlike that of a curlew. It is faid thefe birds 
never fly far from land. We knew of none nearer 
the ftation we were in, than Gough's or Richmond 
mand, from which our diftance could not be lefs 
than one hundred leagues. But it muft be obferved 
that the Atlantic Ocean, to the Southward of this 
latitude, has been but little frequented; fa that, 
there may be more iilands there than we are ac
quainted with. 

We frequently, in the night, faw thofe luminous 
marine animals mentioned and defcribed in my firft 
voyage *. Some of them feemed to be confider
ably larger than any I had before met with; and 

• See Hawkefworth's Colle.9ion of Voyages, Vol. U. p. 15. 
fome-
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fometimes they were [0 numerous, that hundreds 1776. 
were vifible at the [arne moment. October • 

. This calm weather. was fucceeded by a fre!h "--v
gale from the North Weft, which lafted two days. 
Then we had again variable light airs for about 
twenty-four hours; when the North Weft wind 
returned, and blew with fuch ftrength, that on . 
the 17th we had fight of the Cape of Good Hope; Thurf. 17. 

and the next day anchored in Table Bay, in four Friday 18. 

fathoms water, with the church bearing South 
Weft {- South, and Green Point North Weft {-
Weft. 

As foon as we had received the u[ual vifit from 
the Maller Attendant and the Surgeon, I fent an 
officer to wait on Baron Plettenberg, the Governor; 
and, on his return, faInted the garrifon with thirteen 
guns, which compliment was returned with the 
fame number. 

We found in the bay two French Eall In
dia Ships; the one outward, and the other home
ward bound. And two or three days before our 
arrival, another homeward bound /hip of the fame 
nation had paned from her cable, and been dri
ven on !hare at the head of the bay, where /he 
was loft. The crew were faved; blH the greateft 
part of the cargo /hared the fame fate with the 
fhip, or (which amounted to the fame) was plun
dered and fto!en by the inhabitants, either out of 
the fhip, or as it was driven or carried on /hore. 
This is the account the French officers gave to me; 
and the Dutch themfelves could not deny the 
faCl:. But, by way of excufing themfdves from 
being guilty of a crime difgraceful to every civiliz
ed ftate, they endeavoured to lay the -:vhol~ bl~me 
on the French Captain, for not app!yln~ ~ time 
for a guard. 

As 
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",6. As foon as we had faluted, I went on {hore, ac-
Oaober. companied by fome of my officers, and waited on 
~ the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, the Fifcal, 

and the commander of the troops. Thefe gentle
men received me with the greateft civility; and 
the Governor, in particular, promifed me every af
fiftance that the place afforded. At the fame time 
I obtained his leave to fet up our obfervatory on 
any fpot I {hould think moft convenient; to pitch 
tents for the failmakers and co~pers; and to bring 
the cattle on {hore, to gra~e near our encampment. 
Before I returned on board, I ordered foft bread, 
fre(h meat, and greens, to be provided, every day, 
for the {hip's company. 

Tuefd. n. On the 2zd, we fes up the tents and obfervatory, 
and began to fend the feveral articles out of the 
(hip which I wanted on fhore. This could not be 
done fooner, as the militia of the place were exer
ciling on, qr near the ground which we were to 
occupy. 

:Wedn.23. The next day, we began to obferve equal alti
tudes of the Sun, in order to afcertain the rate of 
the watch, or, which is the faille thing, to find 
whether it had altered its rate. Thefe obfervati. 
ons were continued every oay, whenever the wea-:
ther would permit, till .the time of our departure 
drew near •. But before this, the caulkers had been 
fet to work to caulk the fhip; and I had concerted 
meafures with Melfrs. Brandt and Chiron, for 
fupplying both fhips with fuch provilions as 1 
fuould want. Bakers, likewile, had been ordered, 
immediately after our arrival, to bake fuch a 
quantity of bread as I thought would be requi
fite. As faft as the feveral articles deftined for 
the Refolution were got ready, th:;:y were carrieq 
on board. 

On 
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On the 2.6th, the French fhip failed for Europe, '776. 
and by her, we fent letters to England. The next October. 

day, the Hampfhire Eaft India fhip, from Bencoo-~ 
len, anchored in the bay, and fainted us with Sun':{~Y2;. 
thirteen guns, which we returned with eleven. 

Nothing remarkable happened till the evening 
of the 31 ft, when it came on to blow excef1ively Thurf. 31. 

hard at South Eaft, and continued for three days; 
during which time there was no communication 
between the fhip and the fhore. The Refolution 
was the only fhip in the bay that rode out the gale 
without dragging her anchors. We felt its effeCts ~ 
as fenfibly on Ibore. Our tents and obfervatory 
were torn to pieces; and our aftronomicaI quadrant 
narrowly eCcaped irreparable damage. On the Nbvem-
3d of November the ftorm ceafed, and the next Sunc4y 3. 
day we refumed our different employments, 

On the 6th, the Hampfhire India fhip failed for Wedn. 6. 
England. In her I fent home an invalid, whom 
Captain Trimble was fo obliging as to receive on 
board. I was afterwards forry that I had not 
availed myfelf of this opportunity to part with 
two or three more of my crew, who were troubled 
with different complaints; but, at this time, 
there was fome hope of their healtl'! being re-efta
blifhed. 

In the morning of the 10th, the 1?ifcovery ar- Sunday 10, 

rived in the bay. Captain Clerke Informed me 
that he had failed from Plymouth on the 1ft of
Auguft, and fhould have b~en with us here a we,ek 
fooner if the late gale of wmd had not blown him 
off the coaft. Upon the whole, he was feven 
days longer in his pafTage from England than we 
had been. He had the misfortune to 10Ce one of 
his marines, by falling over-board; but there had 
been no other mortality amongfl: his people, and 
they now arrived well and healthy. 

2. Captain 
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1776. Captain Clerke having reprefented to me that 
Novem- his /hip was in want of caulking; that no time 
~~ might be loft in repairing this defect, next day I 
Mond. II. fent all my workmen on board her, having already 

completed this fervice on board the Refolution. I 
lent every other atliftance to the Captain to expe
dite his fupply of provifions and water, having gi~ 
ven him an order to receive on board as much of 
both articles as he could conveniently ftow. I now 
found that the bakers had failed in baking the 
bread I had ordered for the Difcovery. They pre
tended a want of flour; but the truth was, they 
were doubtful of her coming, and did not care to 
begin, till they Caw her at anchor in the bay. 

1 have before made mention of Ollr getting our 
cattle on /hare. The bull and two cows, with 
their calves, were fent to graze along with (orne 
other cattle; but I was advifed to keep our /heep, 
fixteen in number, clofe to our tents, where thty 
were penned up every night. During the night 

Thurf. '4. preceding the 14th, fame dogs having got in 
amongft them, forced them out of the pen, kill
ing four, and difperling the reft. Six of them were 
recovered the next day; but the two rams, and 
two of the fineft ewes in the whole flock were 
amongfi thofe miffing. Baron Plettenberg being 
now in the country, I applied to the Lieutenant 
Governor, Mr. Hemmy, and to the Fifca!' Both 
thefe Gentlemen promifed to ufe their endeavoUf.S 
for the recovery of the loft /heep. The Dutch, 
we know, boaft that the police at the Cape is fa 
carefully executed, that it is hardly poffible for a 
flave, with all his cunning and knowledge of the 
country, to effectuate his efcape. Yet my /heep 
tvaded all the vigilance of the Fifcal's officers and 
people. H?wever, after much trouble and expence, 
by emploYing fame of the meaneft and lowell: 
fcoundrels in the place (who, to ufe the phrafe of 

1 the 
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the perf on who recommended this method to me, 1776. 
would, for a ducatoon, cut their mafter'li throat, Novem

burn the houfe over his head, and j,)ury him and ~ 
the whole family in the alhes), I recovered them 
all but the tw·o ewes. Of thefe I never could hear 
the leaf!: tidings; and I gave over all inquiry after 
them, when I was told, that fince I had got the two 
rams, I might think myfelf very well off. One 
of thefe, however, was 10 r:lUch hurt by the dogs, 
that there was reafon to believe he would never 
recover. 

Mr. Hemmy \'ery obligingly offered to make up 
this lofs, by giving me a Spanilh ram, OUI of fome 
that he had Cent for from Lillion. But 1 decJine<l 
the offer, under a perfuafion that it would anfwer 
my purpofe full as well, to take with me fome of 
the Cape rams; the event proved, that I was un
der a miftake. This Gentleman has taken fome 
pains to introduce European (beep at the Cape; 
but his endeavours, as he told me, have been fruf
trated by the obftinacy of the country people, who 
hold their own breed in greater eftimation, on 
account of their large tails, of the fat of which 
they fometimes make more money than of the 
whole carcafs befides" ; and think that tbe wool 
of European (beep will, by no means, make up 
for their deficiency in this refpeCt. Indeed, I have 
heard fome fenfible men here make the fame obfer
vatian. And there feems to be foundation for it. 
For, admitting that European (beep were to pro-

... " The moll remarkable thing in the Cape !heep, is the 
length and thicknefs of their tails, which weigh from tifteen to 
twenty pounds. The fat is not fa tallowi!h as that of European 
mutton, and the ~oorer fort.ufe it for butter." Kolben's Cap.' of 
Good Hope [Englilh tranflatlon], Vol. II. p. 65. D~ la Call1e, 
who finds every thing wrong in Kolben, fays, the weIght of the 
tails of the Cape fbeep is no~above fiye or fIx pounds; PljYog.e de 
iii Caille p. 343. If the mformatlon gIven to Captam Couk 
may bo, depended upun, it will prove that, in this in france at 
leall, Ku)ben is unjultly accufed of exag!;eration. 

duce 
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",6. cluce wool of the fame quality here as in El1rope, 
N'bvem- which experience has fhewn not to be the cafe, the 
~ Dl1tch have not hands, at the Cape of Good Hope, 
, to fpare for the manufaCturing even their own 

clothing. It is certain that, were it not for the 
continual importation of flaves, this fettlement 
would be thinner of people than any other inha
bited part of the world. 

While the fhips were getting ready for the pro
fecution of our voyage, fome of our officers made 
an excurfion to take a view of the neighbouring 
country. Mr. Anderfon, my Surgeon, who was 
one of the party, gave me the following relation 
of their proceedings" : 

Satur •• 6. "On the I 6th, in the forenoon, I fet out in a 
waggon, with five more, to take a view of fome 
part of the country. We croffed the large plain 
that lies to the Eaftward of the town, which is 
entirely a white fand, like that commonly found 
on beaches, and produces only heath, and other 
fmall plants 9f various forts. At five in the after
noon we paffed a large farm-houfe. with fome corn
fields, and pretty confiderable vineyards, fituated 
beyond the plain, near the foot of fome low hills, 
where the foil becomes worth cultivating. Between 
fix and feven we arrived at Stellenbofh, the colony 
next to that of the Cape for its importance. 

The viIlage does not confift of more thall thirty 
houCes, and ftands at the foot of the range of lofty 

., In the Philorophical Tranf.aions, Yo!. l<vi. p .• 68 to 319, 
i. an Account of 'Three Journies from the Cape 'Town into the 
Southern Paris of Africa, in '77', '773, and '774; by Mr. 
Francis Maffon, who had been fent from England for the difco
very of new plants, towards the improvement of the Royal 
Botanical Garden at Kew. Much curious information is Con
tained in Mr. Matron's account of there journies. M. de Pages 
who was at the Cape in 17i3, gives fome remark! on the flare of 
that fettl.ment, and alfo the particulars of his journey from FaIr .. 
Bay to the Cape Town. Y'1}'Q$t ",ers Ie Pole-du SUd, p. " to 3'. 

mountains, 
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mountains, above twenty miles to the Eaftward of ,,,6. 
the Cape Town. ~he houfe~ are neat; and, with Nbe~m
the advantage of a rivulet which runs near, and the ~ 
fuelter of fome large oaks, planted at its firft fet-
ding, forms what may be called a rural profpeCt in 
this defert country. There are fome vineyards and 
orchards about the place, which, from their thriv-
ing appearance, feem to indicate an excellent foil; 
though, perhaps, ~hey owe much to climate, as the 
air here has an uncommon ferenity. 

"I employed the next day in fearching for plants Sund. '7. 
and infeCts about Stellenbofu, but had little fuccefs. 
Few plants are in flower here at this feaCon, and 
infeCts but fcarce. 1 examined the Coil in feveral 
places, and found it to confift of yellowifu clay, 
mixed with a good deal of fand. The fides of the 
low hills, which appear brown, feern to be con-
ftituted of a fort of ftone marIe. 

We left Stellenbofh next morning, and foon ar- Mond. ,8, 
rived at the houfe we had palfed on Saturday; the 
owner of which, Mr. Cloeder, had fent us an in
vitation, the evening before, to vifit him., This 
Gentleman entertained us with the greateft hofpi-
tality, and in a manner very different from what 
we expeCted. He received us with mufic; and a 
band al[o played while we are at dinner; which, 
confidering the fitllation of the place, might be 
reckoned elegant. He fhewed us his wine-cellars, 
his orchards, and vineyards; all which, I muft 
own, in(pired me with a willi to know in what 
manner thefe indllftrious people could create fuch 
plenty in a fpot where, I believe, no other Eu-
ropean nation would have attempted to fettle. 

In the afternooR we ccofied the country, and 
pailed a few plantations, one of which feemed 
yery confiderable, and was laid out in a r. tafie 

,omc-
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1?76. fomewhat different from any other we faw. In 
Novem- the evening we arrived at a farm-houfe, which 
~ is the firft in the cultivated traa called the Ptarl. 

We had, at the fame time, a view of Drakenftein, 
the third colony of this country, which lies along 
by the foot of the lofty hills already mentioned, 
and contains feveral farms or plantations, not very 
extenfive. 

Tuefd.19. I went, on the 19th in the forenoon, in queft 
of plants and infeas, which I found almoft as fcarce 
as at Stellenboth; but I met with more thrubs or 
fmall trees, naturally produced, in the valleys, than 
in any part of tbe country I had hitherto feen. 

In the afternoon, we went to fee a ftone of a re
markable fize, called by the inhabitants the Tower 
of Babylon, or the Pearl Diamond •• It lies, or 
ftands, upon the top of fame low hills, at the foot 
of which our farm-houfe was fituated; and though 
the road to it is neither very fteep nor rugged, we 
were above an hour and a half in walking to it. 
It is of an oblong thape, rounded on the top, and 
lies nearly South and North. The Eaft and Weft 

" In the Philofophical Tranfaetions, Vol. Ixviii. Part I. p. 
102. we have a Letter from Mr. Anderfon to Sir John Pringle,
defcribing this remarkable Ilone. The account fent home frum 
the Cape, and read before the Royal Society, is much the fam .. 
with tbat now publilhed, but rather fuller. In particular, h. 
tells Sir John, that he went to fee it at Mr. M'!Ifon's dljfre, who, 
probably, had not had an opportunity of futliciently examining 
it himfelf. In the account of his journies, above referred to, p. 
270 , he only fays, .. there are two largelolid rocks on tlu Per,~ 
Berg, each 01 which (he b.lieves) is more thana mile in circum

leNnee at the haft, and upwards of two hundredftet high. Tlleir 
luifaccs are nearlY Imooth, without chink or fiifores; and flu), 
are found to he a /pedes of granite, different from that 'IA}/t;ic/o 
compoJes tne neighbouring mountain.r." 

Mr. Anderfon having, with his letter to Sir John Pringle, alfo 
fent home a fpecimen of the rock, it was examined by Sir Wil
liam Hamilton, whofe opinion is, that" this .Jingular, immtnft 
fragment of granite, mop probablY has heen raiJed hy a wlcal/ic 
explo.Jion, or lome luck cllUlt." See his Letter to Sir Joha 
Pringle, ann.lt.d to Mr. Anderfon"J in the Philofophital Trani"
aetiolls. 

fides 
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fides are fleep, and almofl perpendicular. The '776. 
South end is likewife fleep, and its greatefl height Novem

is there; from whence it declines gently to the ~ 
North part, by which we afcended to its top, and 
had an extenlive view of the whole country. . 

Its circumference, I think, muft be at leaft half 
a mile; as it took us above half an hour to walk 
round it, including every allowance for the bad 
road, and flopping a little. At its highefr part, 
which is the fomh end, comparing it with a known 
object, it feems to equal the dome Qf St. Paul's 
church. It is one uninterrupted mars or frane, if 
we except fome fiff"ures, or rather impreJlions, not 
above three or four feet deep, and a vein which 
runs acrofs near its North end. It is of that fort 
of frone called, by Mineralogifts, Saxum congluti
natum, and con lifts chiefly of pieces of coarfe quartz 
and glimmer, held together by a clayey cement. 
But the vc:in which croffes it, though of the fame 
materials, is much compacter. This vein is not 
above a foot broad or thick; and its furface is Cllt 
into little fquares or oblongs, difpofed obliquely, 
which makes it look like the remains of fame arti
ficial work. But I could not obferve whether it 

, penetrated far into the large rock, or was only fu
perficiaI. In defcending, we found at its foot a 
very rich black mould; and on the fides of the 
hills, fame trees of a confiderable fize, natives of the 
place, which are a fpecies of olea"'. 

In 
... It is {hange that neither Kolben nor de la Caille Ihould have 

thought the Tower of Baf?ylon worthy of a puticular defcription. 
The former [Vol. 11. p. 52, 53, Englilh Trantlation] only men
tions it as a high mountain. The latter contents himfelf with 
telling us, that it is a very low hillock, un Ires bas monticule. 
Poyage de la Caille, p. 3+'. We are much obliged to Mr. An
derf"n for his very accurate account of this remarkable rock, 
which agrees with Mr. Sonnerat's, who was at the Cape of Goot! 
Hope fo late 'as 1781. His words are, " La Montagne de la 

, .. Perl., merite d'etre obfervee. C'eft un des plus hauteo des 
.. environs du Cal'. Elle n'eft comporee que cl'un red bIOI; 
, "d'e" 
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1,,6. In the morning on the 20th, we fet out from 
Novem- the Pearl; and going a different road from that 
~ by which we came, pa{fed through a country 
Wedn. 20. wholly uncultivated, till we got to the 'Tyger hills, 

when fome tolerable corn-fields appeared. At noon, 
we ftopped in a hollow for refrefhment; but, in 
walking about here, were plagued with a vaft num~ 
ber of mufquitoes or fand flies, which were the 
firft I faw in the country. In the afternoon we fet 
out again, and in the evening arrived at the Cape 
Town, tired with the jolting waggon." 

Satur.23. On the 23d, we got on board the obfervatory, 
clock, &c. By a mean of the feveral refults of 
the equal altitudes of the Sun, taken with the 
aftronomical quadrant, the aftronomical clock was 
found to laCe on lidereal time, I' 8",368 each day. 
The pendulum was kept at the fame length as at 
Greenwich, where the daily Iofs of the clock on 
fidereal time, was 4'. 

The watch, by the mean of the refuIts of 
fifteen days obCervations, was· found to be Ioling 
2",261, on mean time, each day; which is IN,052 
more than at Greenwich: and on the 21ft, at 
noon, the was too flow for mean time by 1\ 
20' 57",66. From this, 6' 48",956, is to be Cub
ftraCled, for what the was too flow on the I I th 
of June at Greenwich, and her daily rate fince; 
and the remainder, 'Viz. lh. 14. 08",7°4, or 180 

32' 10", will be the longitude of the Cape Town 
by the watch. Its true longitude, as found by 
l\:1eifrs. MaCon and Dixon, is 180 23' 15"' As 

" de granit crevafi". dans plufieurs endroit.... P'!J'tlge aUJt If/des, 
Tom. II. p. 9" 

Mr. Sonnerat tells us, that Mr. Gordon, Commander of the 
Ilroops at the Cape, had lately made tbree journies up the country, 
fro~ w~ich, wh-:n he publifhe5 his Jo"rnal. we may expeCt much 
<urIOUS information. 

OUf 
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our obfervations were made about half a mile to 1716. 
the Eaft of theirs, the error of the watch, in lon- Nt;em
gitude, is no more than 8' 25". Hence we have ~ 
reafon to conclude, that {he had gone well all the 
way from England, and that the longitude, thus 
given, may be nearer the truth than any other. 

If this be admitted, it will, in a great meafure, 
enable me to find the direction and ftrength of the 
currents we met with on this paffage from Eng
land. For, by comparing the latitude and longi
tude by dead reckoning, with thofe by obfervation 
and the watch, we {hall, from time to time, have, 
very accurately, the error of the {hip's reckoning, 
be the caufe what it will. But as all imaginable 
care was taken in having and keeping the log, and 
every neceffary allowance made for lee-way, heave 
of the fea, and other fuch circumftances, I can
not attribute thofe errors that did happen, to 
any other caufe but currents; but more particu
larly when the error was conftantly the fame way, 
for feveral days fucceffive\y. 

On the contrary, if we find the {hip a-head of 
the reckoning on one day, and a·fiero of it on 
another, we have reafon to believe that fuch er
rors are owing to accidental caufes, and not to 
currents. This feems to have been the cafe in 
our paffage between England and Teneriffe. But, 
from the time of our leaving that ifiand, till the 
15th of Allgufi, being then in the latitude of 12° 
North, and longitude 24° Weft, the tbip was carried 
1° 20' of longitude to the \iVefiward of her reck
oning. At this ftation, the currents took a con
trary direction, and fet to Eaft South Eaft, at 
.the rate of twelve or fourteen miles a day, or 
twenty-four hours, till we arrived into the lati
tude of SO North, and longitude of 20° Weft; 
which was our moft Eafierly fituation after leav-

ing 
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1?76. ing the Cape de Verde Iflands, till we got to the 
Novem- Southward. For in this fituation the wind came 

ber. Southerly, and we tacked and ftretched to the 
'-"v--I Weftward; and for two or three days, could not 

find that our reckoning was affeded by any current. 
So that, I judged, we were between the current 
that generally, if not conftantly, fets to the Eaft: 
upon the coaft of Guinea, and that which fets to 
the Weft towards the coaft of Bralil. 

This Wefterly current was not conGderable till 
we got into 2° North, and 25° Weft. From this 
Itation, to 3° South and 30° Weft, the fhip, in 
the fpace of four days, was carried one hundred 
and fifteen miles in the diredion of South Weft 
by Weft, beyond her reckoning; an error by far 
too great to have any other caufe but a ftrong cur
rent running in the fame diredion. Nor did its 
Itrength abate here;. but its courfe was, after
ward, more Wefterly, and to the North of Weft; 
and off Cape Auguftine, North, as I have already 
mentioned. But this Northerly current did not 
exift at twenty or thirty leagues to the South
ward of that Cape; nor any other, that I could 
perceive, in the remaining part of the paifage. 
The little difference we afterward found between 
the reckoning and obfervations, might very well. 
happen without the al1iftance of currents. a!l will 
appear by the Table of Days Works. 

In the account of my laft voyage ., I remarked, 
that the currents one meets with in this paffage 
generally balance each other. It happened fo then; 
becaufe we croffed the line about 20° more to the 
Eaftward than we did now; fo that we were, of 
confequence, longet under the influence of the Eaft
crly current, which made up for the Wefterly one • 

• Captain Cook'. Voyage, Vol. I. p. 14. 

And 
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And this, I apprehend, wm generally be the 1,,6. 

cafe, if you crofs the line 10° or IS° to the Eall: of Novem. 

the meridian of St. Jago. ~ 
From thefe remarks I Ihall draw the following 

conclufion, That, after pailing the Cape de Verde 
Wand, if YOll do not make above 4 0 or 5" Ealling, 
and crofs the line in, or to the Wellward of, the 
meridian of Sr. Jago, you may expect to find your 
Ihip 3° or 4° to the Well:ward of her reckoning, 
by the time you get into the latitude of 10° South. 
If, on the other hand, you keep well to the Eall, 
and croCs the line IS° or 20° to the Eall: of St. Jago, 
you wi\l be then as much to the Eall of your 
reckoning; and the more YOll keep to the Eall· 
ward, the greater will be your error; as has been 
experienced by fome India Ihips, whofe people have 
found themfelves c10fe upon the coall of Angola, 
when they thought its dillance was above two 
hundred leagues. 

During the whole of our paffage from England. 
no opportunity was omitu:d of obferving, with all 
the attention and accuracy that circumllances would 
permit, the variation of the compafs, which I have 
inferted in a.. Table, with the latitude and longi. 
tude of the Ihip at the time of obfervation. As 
the longitude may be depended upon, to a quarter 
or half a degree at moll, this Table will be of 
ufe to thofe navigators who correct their reckoning 
by the variation. It will alfo enable Mr. Dun to 
correct his new Variation Chart, a thing very 
much wanted. . 

It {eems ftrange to me, that the advocates for 
the variation Ihould not agree amongft themfelves. 
We find one >II< of them telling us, as I have al. 
ready obferved, that with 8° !t' efI variatioll, or any 
thing above that, you 'may venlure 10 filii by tbe 

.. Nithelfon. 

VOL. I. ,E 
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,,,6. Cape de Perde ljlantis, by night or day. bting well 
Nb:em- affured. with thai variation, that you are to the Eajl-
~ ward of them. Another, in his Chart ., lays down 

tbis variation ninety leagues to the Weftward of 
them. Such a difagreement as this, is a ftrong 
proof of the uncertainty of both. However, I have 
~o dQubt, the former found here, as well as in 
other places, the variation he mentions. But he 
fhould have con Gdered, that at fea, nay even on 
land, the refults of the moft accurate obfervations 
will not always be the fame. Different compa1fes 
will give different variations; and even the fame 
compafs will differ from ittelf two degreeS; with ... 
put our being a!Jle to difcover~ much lefs to remove, 
the caufe. 

Whoever imagines he can find the variation 
within a degree, will very often fee himfelf much 
deceived. For, befides the imperfection which 
may be in the conftruction of the inftrumenr, or 
in the power of the needle, it is certain that the 
motion of the {hip, or attraction of the ironwork, 
or fame other callfe not yet difcovered, will fre
quently occaGon far greater errors than this. That 
the variation may be found, with a {har.e of accu
racy more than fufficient to determine the fhip's 
courfe, is allowed; but that it can be found fo ex
actlyas to fix the longitude within a degree, Oi 
fixty miles~ I abfolutely deny. ' 

• l'rfr.Dun. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. IV. 

'{'he tW() flips leave the Cape of G()od Hope.-7'w() 
Ijlands, named Prince Edward's, Jun, and their 
Appearance defcrihed.-Kerguelen's Land vijit
ed.-Arrt"-ual in Chriftmas Harh()lIr.-Occurren
m lhere.-Defcription of il. 

Sl 

A F T E R the difafter which happened to our 1776. 
. /beep, it may be well filppofed I did not truft Novem-

thofe that remained, long on /bore; but got them, ~ 
and the other cattle, on board as faft as poffible. 
I alfo added to my original frock, by purchafing 
two young bulls, two heifers, two young ftone. 
horfes, two mares, two rams, feveral ewes and 
goats, and fame rabbits and poultry. All of them 
were intended for New Zealand, Otaheite, and 
the neighbouring iflands, or any other places, in 
the courfe of our voyage, where there might be 
a profpefr that the leaving any of them would be 
ufeful to pofterity. 

Towards the latter end of November, the 
.caulkers had finilhed their work on board the Dif
covery, and /be had received all her provilions and 
water. Of the former, both /bips had a fupply 
fufficient for two years and upwards. And every 
other article we could thin.k of, nece{fary for fnch 
a voyage, that could be had at the Cape, was pro
cured; neither knowing when, or where, we might 
(:ome to a place where we could furpi/b ourfelves 
fa well. 

E 2 Having 
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1776. Having given Captain Clerke a copy of my in-
N~em- il:ruCtions, and an order directing him how to pro
~ ceed in cafe of feparation; in the morning of the 
Satur. 30. 30th, we repaired on board. At five in the after

noon a breeze (prung up at South Eail:, with which 
we weighed, and il:ood out of the bay. At nine it 
fell calm, and we anchored between Penguin Ifland 

,~~em- and the Eaft !bore, where we lay till three o'clock 
Sun~;'. I. next morning. We then weighed and put to fea, 

with a light breeze at South; but did nOl get clear 
Tuefdan of the land till the morning of the 3d, when with 

a fre!b gale at Weft North Weil:, we il:ood to 
the South Eaft, to get more into the way of thefe 
winds. 

Thurf. 5. . On the 5th, a fudden fquall of wind carried 
away the Refolution's mizen top-mail:. Having 
another to replace it, the lofs was not felt; efpe. 
cially as it was a bad ftick, and had often complain-

Friday'. ed. On the 6th, in the evening, being then in 
the latitude of 390 14 South, and in the longitude 
of 23° 56' Eaft, we paffed through feveral (mall fpots 
of water of reddi!b colour. Some of this was tak • 
..:n up; and it was found to abound with a fmall 
animal, which the microfcope difcovered to be like 
a crayfiib, of a reddi!b hue. 

We continued our courfe to the South Eaft, 
with a very ftrong gale from the Weftward, fol
lowed by a mountainous fea; which made the !bip 
roll and tumble exceedingly, and gave us a great 
deal of trouble to preferve the cattle we had on 
board. Notwithflanding all our care, feveral goats, 
efpecially the males, died; Rnd fome !beep. This 
misfortune was, in a great meafure, owing to the 
cold, which we now began moll: fenfibly to feel. 

Thurf. ,z. On the 12th, at noon, we faw land extending 
from South Eall by South, to South Eall: by Eall:. 
Upon a nearer approach, we found it to be two 

iOands. 
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illands. That which lies moft to the South, and .776, 

is alfo the largeft, I judged to be about fifteen De:m~ 
leagues in circuit; and to be in the latitude of~ 
46

u 53' Sou,th, and in the longitude of sf 46' 
Eaft. The moft Northerly one is about nine 
leagues in circuit; and lies in the latitude of 
46° 40' South, and in 38' 8' Eaft longitude. 
The diftance from the one to the other is about 
fi ve leagues. . 

We paffed through this channel, at equal diC-
tance from both i11ands; and could not difcover, 
with the affiftance of our beft glaffes, either tree 
()r {hrub on either of them. They feemed to 
have a rocky and bold 11lOre; and, excepting the 
South Eaft parts, where the land is racher low 
and flat, a furface compofed of barren. mountains, 
which rife to a confiderable height~ andwhofe [um-
mits and fides were covered with fnow, which in 
many places feemed to be of a confiderable depth. 
The South Eaft parts had a much greater quan-
tit yon them than the reft; owing probably, to 
the Sun ading for a lefs fpace of time on thefe 
than on the North and North Weft parts. The 
ground, where it was not hid by the fnow, from 
the various. {hades it exhibited, may be fuppofed 
to be covered w.ith mofs, or, perhaps, fuch a coarfe 
grafs as is found in fome parts of Falkland's 
Ifiands. On. the North fide of each of the i11ands 
is a detached rock: that near the South i11and is 
1baped like a tower, and feemed to be at fome 
diftance from the {hore. As we paffed along, a 
quantity of fea-weed was feen, and the colour of 
the water indicated foundings. But there was no 
appearance of an inlet, unlefs near the rock jufl: 
mentioned; and that,' from ils fmallners, did not 
promife.a good anchoring-place. 

Thefe 
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'176• Thefe two i!1ands, as alfo four others which lie 
Decem- from nine to twelve degrees of longitude more to 
~ the Eaft, and nearly ill the fame latitude, were 

difcovered. as I have mentioned in my late Voyage-, 
by CaplainsMarion du Frefne, and Crozet, French 
Navigators, in January 1772, on their paffage in 
two fhips from the Cape of Good Hope 10 the Phi
lippine Iflands. As they have no names in the 
French chart of the Southern hemifphere, which 
Captain Crozet communicated to me in 1775 t, 
J fhall diftinguifh the two we now faw, by call
tog them Prince Edward's I1Jaoos, after his Ma
jefty's fourth fon; and the other four, by the 
name of Marion's and Crozet's Iflands, to com
memorate their difcoverers, 

We had now, for the moft part, ftrong gales 
between the North and Weft, and but very indif
ferent weather; not betler, indeed, than we ge
nerally have in England in the very depth of Win
ter, tho~ it was now the middle of Summer 
in thrs hemifphere. Not difcouraged, however,. 
by this, after leaving Prince Edward's Iflands, I 
fhaped our courfe to pafs to the Southward of 
the others, that I- might get into the latitude of 
the land difcavered by Monfieur de Kerguelen. 

I had applied to the Chevalier de Borda, wham, 
as I have mentioned, I found at Teneriffe, requeft
ing, that if he knew any thing of the ifland dif
covered by Monfieur de Kerguelen, between the 
Cape of Good Hope and New Holland, he would 

.. Captain Cook's 1"OY~t, Vol. ii. p; 26~ Tliere iOands are 
rhere raid to be in the latitude of 408' South'; "tnat is, two degrees 
farther South; than what here appears to be their real pofition. 

+ See Cook's Voyage, as above. Dr. 'Forller. in his ohfer
·'lJQli01r' mad. dllri"K thai 'fH{}'age, ". 30, gives us tbis dercripti.,n 
of the Chart then communicated by Monileur Crozet, that it wa 
publijhtd ullder II" P4trtm~t of I'" Duke de Croyt, by Robert de 
Yill/lf'llf&. Captain Cook tells Ui lower in this Chapter tbat it 
was publifbed in 1773. • 

be 
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be fo obliging as to communicate it to me. Ac- 1??6. 
cordingly, juft before we Cailed from Santa Cruz Dj"em

bay. he Cent me the following account of it, 'Viz. ~ 
.. That the Pilot· of the Boutrole, who was in the 
" voyage with Monfieur de Kerguelen, had given 
.. him the latitude and longitude of a little ifland, 
" which Monfieur de Kerguelen called the HIe 
" of Rendezvous, and which lies not far from 
" the great iflan,d which he Caw. Latitude of the 
" little ifle, by Ceven obCervations, 4&0 26' South; 
" longitude, by Ceven obCervations of the diftance 
" of the Sun and Moon, 640 57' Eaft from Paris." 
I was very Corry I had not Cooner known that there 
was on board the frigate at Teneriffe, an officer 
who had been with Monfieur de Kerguelen; efpe-
cially the Pilot; becaufe from him I might have 
obtained more interefting information about this 
land than the fituation alone, of which I was not 
before entirely ignorant". 

My 
'*' Captain Cook's proceedings, as related in the remainint 

part of this Chapter, and in the next, being upon a ,oaft newly 
difcovered by the French, it could not but be an objea .. f his at
tention to tra,e the footftep;; of the original explorers. But no 
fUI-eriority of profeffionaf /kill, nor diligence in exerting it, 
could poffibly qualify him to do thi .. fuecefsfu!ly, witboutfof
feffing, at the fame time, full and authentic intelligence ° all 
that had been performed here by his predecelfors in the difcovery. 
But that he was not fo fortunate as to be thus fufficieritly inftruci
.ed, .. will appear from the following faa., which the Reader is 
requefted to attend to, before he proceeds to the perural of this 
part of the Journal. 

How very little was known; with any precifioh, about the ope
rations of Kerguelen, when Gaptain G~ok failed in 1776, may 
be inferred from the following ,aragraph of his Inftruetions; 
" You are to proceed in fearch 0 fame illands jaid 10 Move been 
" latety Jeen by the French ill the latitude Iilf 4<8 0 South, and ill 
.. the meridian of Mauritius (a)." This was, barely, theamount 
of the very indefinite and iml'erfeet information, whieh Captain 
Cook himfelf had received from Bar~ Pletteriherg at the Gape 
of Good Hope, in November '77~ rj,); in the beginning of 
which year Kdrguelen'sfitji voyage h?-d taken place. 

(a} See th.lo(\ruaion. in llie IDtroduaioD, 
~b) See CaplaiD Cook', Voy"" Vol. i. '1" 16. 

The 
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",6. My inlhuCtions direCting me to examine it, wi!h 
De~em- a view (0 difcover a good harbour, I proceeded In 

~ the 
The Captain, on hi. return homeward, in March '''s, heard, 

a fecond time, fomerh;ng about this French clifcovery at tlte 
Cape, where he met with Monfieur Crozet, who 'Very ob/iginglP 
com7',!'niGafed fo him a Chart of the Southern Hemifphere, 
'Wherein 'Were delineated not onlY his o'Wn dijeo'Veriel, but a{fo 
that of Captain Kerguelen (a). But what little information thar 
Chart could convey, was frill nece/farily conlinedto the operations 
of the lirlt voyage; the Chart here referred to, havinl: been pub
lilhed in France in '77 3 ; that is, before any intelligence could 
poffibly be conveyed from the Southern Hemifphere of the refult 
of Kerguelen'S fecond vifit to this new land; which, we noW 
know, happened towards t\Ie dofe of the fame year. 

Of thefe latter operations, the only account (if that can be 
called an account, which conveys no particular information) re
ceived by Captain Cook from M"nlieur Crozet, was, thai a laler 
Yo,yage had been underlaken ~ the French, under tlte command of 
Captain Kerguelen, 'Which had ended much to the difgrace of that 
commander 0). 

'Vhat Crozet had not communicated to our Author, and what 
we are fure, from a variety of circumfiancel!l, he had never heard 
of from any other qua,ter, he miffed an opportunity of learning 
at Tenerilf~. He expreffes his being forry, as we have juft read, 
that he did not kno'W fooner that there 'Was on board the frigate 
an officer 'Who had been with Kerguelen, as he might ha",e obtain
ed from hi,,! more i7flerYiing information abDut Ihis laRd, tAan 
;'s .Jilualion. And, indeed, if he had converfed with that officer, 
he might have obtained information more interejling than be was 
aware of; he might have learnt that Kerguelen had adually vi
flted this Southern land a fecond time, and that the little ille of 
which he then received the name and politi on from the-Chevalier 
de Borda, was a !lifcovery of this later yoyage. But the account 
conveyed to him being, as the Reader will.obferve, unae<:ompa
nied with any date, or other di/linguilhing circumftallce he left 
Teneriffe, and arrived on the coafts of Kerguelen's Land, uliGer 
a full perfuafion that ~t had been vilited .;>nly once before. And 
eve". wilh regard to the operations of that firll voyage he had 
ll?thing to guide him, but the very fcanty materia~aiorded io 
him by Baron Plet~cnberg and Monfleur Cro~et. . ·,·i,f(;· ',. 

The truth is, the French feem, for fome r.eafOl'i or other' not 
furely founded on the importance of Kerguelen's difcovery; to 
have been very Ihy of PUb!ti' a full ancldillin8 account of it. 
~o fuch account had bee ilhed while Captain.Cook lived. 
l'<ay. ev.",! after the retullP<lOr 's Ihips in ,?80, the Gentleman 
who o.bl'glllgly lent his.a8illallce to give a view of the prior oJ.., 
fervatlOns of the FrendJl; and to connect them on the fame Chart 
with thofe .of our ~r. though hi. affiduity in procuring geo
graphical information can be e~ua!led only by his readiner. in 
communicating it, had not, it thould feem, been able to procure 

(aJ See Cook', VOPGe, Vol. ii. p .• 66. (b) Ibid. p. 168. 
any 
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the [earch; and on tbe 16th, being then in the t~?IIi. 
latitude of 48u 45', and in the longitude of 52° Deb;Ill

Baft, we raw penguins and divers, and rock-weed ----::....., 
floating in the [ea. We continued to meet with Mond. 16. 
more or lefs of thefe every day, as we proceeded 
to the Eaftward; and on the 21 ft, in the latitude Satur.~I. 
of 48° 27' South, and in the longitude of 65° Eafl, 
a very large feal was feen. We had now much 
foggy weather, and, as we expeCl:ed to fall in with 
the land every hour, our navigation became both 
tedious and dangerous. 

At length, on the 24th, at fix o'clock in the Tuefd. 24-

morning, as we were fteering to the Eaftward, the 
fog clearing away-a little, we faw land., bearing 

South 

any materials for that purpofe, but fueh as mark the operations 
of the lirft French vqyage; ana even for thefe, he was indebted 
to a MS. drawing. 

But this veil of unneeelfary fecreey is at length drawn afide. 
Kerguelen himfelfhas, very lately, publilhed the Journal of his 
proceedings in two fueeeffive voyages, in the years 1?71. and '?73; 
and has annexed to his Narrative a Chart of the coafts of thi. 
land, as far 'as he had explored them in both voyages. Montiellr 
de Pages, alfo, much about the fame time, favoured us with an
other account of the fecond voyage, in fome ref peas fuller than 
Kerguelen's own, on board whofelhip he was then an officer. 

From thefe fourees of authentic information. we are enabled 
to draw every neeeffary material to correa what is erroneous, and 
to illuftrate what, otherwife, wo"ld have remained,ollreure, in 
this part of Captain Cook's J ourna!. We Ihall take occailon to 
do this in feparate Notes on the paffages as they occur, and con
,dude this tedious, but, it is hoped, nat unnecelfary, detail of faa., 
with one general remark, fully expreffive of the difadvantages 
our Author laboured under. He lllOver faw that part of the eoaft 
upon which the French had been in 1772; and he never I<new that 
they had been upon anotlter part ofit i",1773, which WliS the very 
fceneof his own operations. Confe9uently, what he knew of the 
former voyaKe, 3.oi delineated upon Crozet's Chart, only ferved ts 
perplex and miaead his judgment; and his total ignorance of the 
lalter, put it out of his power til compare his own obfervations 
with thofe then made by Kerguelen; though we, who are better 
inftmaed, can do this, by tra~ing the plaineft marks of coineid-
CllJce and agreell).ent. • ; , . 

'" Captain Cook was not the onglOa! dlfcoverer of there fmall 
Wands which he now fell in with. It i. certain that they had been 
feen and nllmed by Keriuelen, on hi. fecond voyage, in Decem

ber 
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,,,6. South South Eaft, which, upon a nearer approach, 
necem- we found to be an ifland of confiderable height, and 
~ about three leagues in circuit-. Soon after, we 

faw another of the fame magnitude, one league 
to the Eaftward t; and between thefe two, in the 
direction of South Eaft, fome fmaller ones t. In 
the direction of South by Eaft ~ Eaft, from the 
Eaft end of the firft ifland, a third § high ifland 
was feen. At times, as the fog broke away, we 
had the appearance of land over the fmall illands ; 
and I had thoughts of fteering for it, by running 
in between them. But, on drawing nearer, 1 
found this would be a dangerous attempt, while 
the weather continued foggy. For if there fhould 
be no paffage, or if we fhould meet with any fud
den danger, it would have been impoffible for us 
to get off; the wind being right a-ftern, and a 
prodigious fea running, that broke on all the fhores 
in a frightful furf. At the fame time, feeing ano
ther ifland in the North Eaft direction, and not 
knowing but that there might be more, I judged 
it prudent to haul off, and wait for clearer wea
ther,left we fhould get intangled amongft unknown 
lands in a thick fog. 

We did butjuft weather the ifland laft mention
ed. It is a high round rock, which was named 

ber 1?7 3. Their polition, relatively to each other, and to the ad
joining ccalls of the greater land, as reprefented on the annexed 
Chart, bears a Ilriloing refemhlance to Kerguelen'S delineation of 
them; whofe Chart, however, th~ Public may be afTured, was 
unknown in England till after ours had been engraved. * This is the ifle to which Kerguelen gave the name of Cr".Y 
or Crouy. Befides delineating it upon his Chart, he has added a 

'particular view of it, exaCtly correfponding with Captain Cook's 
account of it's being of con.Jidtrahle Migh,. 

+ Kerguelen called this!flt Rolland, after the name of his own 
thip. Theee is alfo a partlcular view of it on the French Chart . 
. :t The obfervations of the French and Eoglith navigators agree 

exaCtly, as to the politioo of thefe fmallet illes. 
S The fituation of Kerguelen'S IJlt d. Clrq;"y, as marked on 

his Chart, thews it to be the tnird nign iJland feen by CapraiJl 
Cook. 

Bligh's 
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Bligh's Cap. 0 Perhaps this is the fame that Mon- 1776• 

fieur de Kerguelen called the Ifle of Rendezvous *. Decem

but I know nothing that can rendezvous at ir, bu~ ~ 
fowls of the air; for it is certainly illaccellible to 
every other animal. 

At eleven o'clock the weather began to clear 
(UP, and we immediately tacked, and fleered in 
for the land. At noon we had a pretty good ob
fervation, which enabled us to determine [he la
titude of Bligh's Cap, which is the northernmoft 
ifland, to be 48° 29' South, and its longitude 
68° 40' Eaft t. We paired it at three o'clock, 
ftanding toUhe South South Eafl, with a freth gale 
at Weft. 

Soon after we faw the land, of which we had a 
faint view in the morning; and at four o'clock it 
extended from South iaft ~ Eafl, to South Weft 
by South, diflant about four miles. The left ex
treme, which I judged to be the Northern point 
of this land called, in the French Chart of the 

'" This iIIe, or rock, was the tingle poillt about which Captai» 
Cook had received the leall information at Teneriffe; and we may 
obfenoe how fagacious he was in tracing it. 'Vhat he could only 
fpeak of as probllbJe, a comparifon of his Chart witl> that lately 
publi!hed by Kerguelen, proves to be certain; and if he had even 
read and copied what his pred~ceffor in the difcovery fays of it, 
he could fcarcely have varied his account of its !hape. Keq:;ue
len's words are, "!fie de Reunion, qui n'eft qu'une Roche, ncus 
.. fervoit de Rende",...,oUJ., ou de point de ralliement; & retremble 
U a un coin de mire." 

+ The French and Engli!h.agree very nearly (as might be ex
peaed) in their accounts of the latitude of this ifiand, but the 
obfervatioDs by which they fix its longitude, vary conliderably. 

The Pilot at Terieriffe made it only '4' 57' Ean from Pari., 
which is about 67 0 16' Eall from London; or 1° ~4' more Well.
erly than Captain Cook's ohfervations fix it. 

Monfieur de Pages fap it is 660 47' Eall. from Paris, that is 
06<)" 6' l':ait frgm London, or twenty-lix miles more Eallerly than 
it is placed by Captain Cook. 

Kerguelen himfelf only fays that it is about 68 0 of Eaft longi
tude, pllr 680 de lungilu",. 

2 Southern 



A VOYAGE TO 

1176. Southern HemiCphere, Cape St. Lou1 •• , term in at· 
Decem- ed in a perpendicular rock of a confiderable 
~ height; and the right one (near which is a detach· 

ed rock) in a high indented point t. From thi. 
point the coaft Ceemed to turn thort round to tho 
Southward; for we could fee no land to the Weft· 
ward of the direCtion in which it now bore to us. 
but the iilands we had obCerved in the morning; 
.he moft Southerly t of them lying nearly Well 
from the point, about two or three leagues dillant. 

About the middle of the land there appeared to 
be an inlet, for which we fleered; but, on ap
proaching, found it was only a bedding on the 
coaft, and therefore bore up, to go round Cape 
St. Louis §. Soon after, land opened off the 

.. Hitherto, we have only had oeeafion to fupply defects, owing 
to Captain Cook's .nlir. ignorante of Kerguelen's fecond voyage 
in 1773; we mutt now correa errors, owing to his very limited 
knowledge of the operations of the fira voyage in 1772. The 
Chart of the Southern Hemifphere, his only guide, having given 
him, as he tells us, the name of Cape St. Louis (or Cape Louis) 
as the moa Northerly promontory then feen hy the French; and 
his own obfervation. now fatisfying him that no part of the 
main land tlretched farther North than the Iff} ulrll1te now 
before him; from this fuppofed fimilarity of flluatiora, hejudgeJ 
that his own perpendiCUlar rock mua he the Cape Loui. of the 
firft difeoverers. By looking upon our Chart, we thall find Cape 
Louis lying upon a very different part of the eoaft; and by com
paring this Chart with that· lately publithed by Kerguelen, it 
will appear, in the dearelt manner, that the Northern point 
now defcribed by Captain Cook, is the very fame to which the 
French have given the name of Cape Fran5ois. 

t This right extreme of the <oaft, as it now fuewed itfelf to 
Captain Cook, feem. to be what is reprefented. on Kerguelen'. 
Chart under the name of Cape Aubert. It may be proper to 
cbferve here, that all that extent of <oaft lying between Cape 
Louis and Cape Franyois, of which the French faw very little 
during their fira vifit in 1172, and may be called the North Weft 
fide of this land, they had it in th.eir power to trace the polition 
of in 1773, and have affigned names to fome of its bay., riven, 
and promontories, upon their Ch,ut. 

! Kerguelen's 10e de Clugny. . 
5 Cape Fran~"i., a. a1rea<ly obfernd. 

I Ca{,e, 
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Cape, in the direction of South 53° Eaft, and ap- 1776. 
peared to be a point at a confiderable diftance; for Db:m• 

the trending of the coaft from the Cape was more ~ 
Southerly. We alfo faw feveral rocks and iflands 
to the Eaftward of the above directions, the moft 
diftant of which was about feven leagues from the 
Cape, bearing South 88° Eaft "'. 

W. e had no fooner got off the Cape, than we 
obferved the coaft, to the Southward, to be much 
indented by projecting points and bays; fo that 
we now made fure of foon finding a good harbour. 
Accordingly, we had not run a mile farther, be· 
fore we difcovered one behind the Cape, into which 
we began to ply; but after making one board, it 
fell calm, and we anchored at the entrance in for· 
ty-five fathoms water, the bottom black fand; as 
4tid the Difcovery foon after. I immediately dif
patched Mr. Bligh, the Mafter, in a boat to found 
the harbour; who, on his return, reported it to be 
fafe and commodious, with good anchorllge in every 
part; and great plenty of frefh water, feals, pen
guins, and other birds on the fhore; but not a 
flick of wood. While we lay at anchor, we ob
ferved that the flood tide came from the South' 
Eaft, running two knots, at leaft, in an hour. 

At day-break, in the morning of the 25th, we Wedn.2S. 

weighed with a gende breeze at Weft; and having 
wrought into the harbour, to within a quarter of 
a mile of the fandy beach at its head, we anchored 
in eight fathoms water, ~he bottom ~ fin.e dark 
fand. The Difcovery dtd not get In ttll two 
o'clock in the afternoon; when Captain Clerke in-
formed me, that he had narrowly efcaped being 

,. The obfervations of the French, round Cape Fran~ois, re
markably coincide with Captain Cook's in this paragraph; and 
the rocks and illands here mentioned by him, alfo appear unOll 

their Cbart. 
driven 
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'776. driv~n on the South point of the harbour, his an
Decem- chor having fianed before they had time to Chorten 
~ in the cable. This obliged them to fet fail, and 

drag the anchor after them, till they had room to 
heave it up; and then they found one of its palms 
was broken off. 

As foon as we had anchored, I ordered all tne 
boats to be hoified out; the !bip to be moored 
wilh a kedge anchor; and the water-caiks to be 
got ready to fend on !bore. In the mean time I 
landed, to look for the moll convenient fpot where 
they might be filled, and to fee what elfe the place 
afforded. 

I found the !bore, in a manner, covered with 
penguins and other birds, and feals. Thefe latter 
were not numerous, bqt fa infenfible of fear (which 
plainly indicateq that they were unaccullomed _ 
inch vifiters), that we killed as many as we chafe, 
for the fake of their fat or blubber; to make oil 
for our lamps, anq other ufes. Fre!b water was 
in no leIS pletlty than were birds; for every gully 
afforded a large {heam. But not a fingle tree or 
fhrub, nor the leafi fign of any, was to be difcover
ed, and but very little herbage of any fcrt. The 
appearance&, as we failed into the harbour, had 
flattered us with the hope of meeting with fome
thing confiderable growing here, as we obferved 
the lides of many of the hills rrf be of a lively 
green. But I now found' that this was occafioned 
by a fil1gle plant, which, with the other natural 
productions, !ball be defcribed in another place. 
Before I returned to my /hip, I afcended the firft 
ridge of rocks, which rife in a kind of amphithe
atre above one another. I was in hopes, by this 
means, of obtaining a view of the country; b!lt 
~rore I reached the top, there came on fa thick a 
fo~. ~that I could hardly find my way dowQ again, 

In 
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1n the evening, we hauled the feine at the head 1,,6. 
of the harbour, but caught only half a dozen Debcm
fmall filb. We had no better fuccefs next day, ~ 
when we tried with hook and line. So that our 
only refource here, for frelb provifions, were birds, 
of which there was an inexhaufiible fiore. 

The morning of the 26th proved foggy, with Thurf. ~6. 
rain. However, we went to work to fiJI water, 
and to cut grafs for our cattle, which we found in 
fmall fpots near the head of the harbour. The 
rain which fell, fwelled all the rivulets to fuch a 
degree, that the fides of the hills, bounding the 
harbour, feemed to be covered with a Ibeet of wa-
ter. For the rain, as it fell, run into the fi/fures 
and crags of the rocks that compofed the interior 
parts of the hills, and was precipitated down their 
fides in prodigious torrents. 

The people having wrought hard the two pre
ceding days, and nearly completed our water, 
which we filled from a brook at the left corner of 
the beach, J-flllowed them the 27th as a day ofFriaaY~7' 
reft, to celebrate Chrifimas. Upon this indul. 
gence, many of them went on Ibore, and made 
excurlions, in different directions, into the country, 
which tbey found barren and defolate in the higheft 
degree. In the evening, one of them brought to 
me a quart bottle which he had found, fafiened 
with fo!i1e wire to a projeCting rock on the North 
fide of the harbour. This bottle contained a piec~ 
of parchment, oq which was written the following 
infcription : -

LudlYVico 
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Lutlovi.o XI7 Ga//iarum 
rege, et d. '" de Boynes 
reg; a St.rttzs ad res 
marilimas II nnis 1 77'1. eI 

1773· 
From this infcription, it is deaF, that we were noC 

the firft Europeans .who had been in this harbour. 
I fuppofed it to be left by Monfieur de Boifguehen
neu, who went on /hare in a boat on the 13th of 
February 1772, the fame day that Monfieur de 
Kerguelen difcovered this land; as appears by a 
Note in the French Chart of the Southern Hemi
fphere, pllblifhed the following year t. 

As 

'" The (d), no doubt is a contraaion of the word Domino. The 
French Secretary of the Marine was then Monfieurde Boynes. 

+ On perufing this paragraph of the Journal, it will be natu
ral to a/k, How could Monfieur de Boifguehenneu, in the begin
!ling of '?7z, leave an infcription, which, uJl.On the very face of 
It, commemorates a tranfachon of the followmg year? Capta1n 
Cook's manner of expreffing himfelfhere, ftrongly marks, that he 
made this fuppofition, only for want of information to enable him 
to make an'y other. He had no idea that the French had vifited 
this land a fecond time; and, reduced to the neceflity of trying to 
accommodate what he faw himfelf, to what little he had heard of 
their proceeaings, he confounds a tranfaaion which we, who have 
been better inftmaed, know, for a certainty, belongs to the fe
eond Voyage, with a fimilar one, which hi. Chart of the South
ern Hemifphere has recorded, and which happened in a different 
year, and at a different place. 

The bay, indeed. in which Monfieur de Boifguehenneu landed, 
i. upon the Weft fide of this land, confiderably to the South of 
Cape Louis, and not far from anotber more Southerly promon
tory, called Cape Bourbon; a part of the coaft which our fhips were 
not upon. Its fituation is marked upon our Chart; and a parti
cular view of the bay du Lion Marin (for fa Boifguebenneu called 
it), with the foundings, is preferved by Kerguelen. . 

But if the bottle and infcription found by Captain Cook's peo
ple, were not left here by Boifguehenneu, by whom and when 
were they left? This we learn molt fatisfaClorily, from the ac:
counts of Kerguelen's fecond Voyage, as publifhed by himfelf 
and Monfieur de Pages, which prefent us With the following par
ticulars: That they arrived on the Weft fide of this land on the 
I~th of December '?7j; that, fteering to the North Eaft, they 

dlfcovered, on the 16th, the !fle de Reunion, and the otber fmall 
iOands as mentioned above; that, on the 17th, they bad before 

the", 
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As a memorial of our having been in this har- )'n6. 
bour, I wrote on the other fide of I the parchment, Decem~ 

, ber. 
them the principal land (which they were fure 'was connefled "--v-
wit~that reen by them on the 14th), and a high point of that 
land, I\llmed, by them Cape Fran~ois; that beyond, this Gape, the 
eoaft took a South Eafterly direaion, and behind it they found a 
bay, called by them Bo;ie de J'Oifeau, from the name of their 
frig"te; that they then endeavoured to enter it, but were pre-
vented by contrary winds and blowing weather, which drove 
them off the coaft Eaftward; but that, a~ laft, on the 6th of Janu-
ary, Monfieur de Rofnevet, Captain of the Oifeau, was able ta 
fend his boat on fhore into this bay, under the command of Mon-
fieur de Rochegude, one of his officers, 'Wko toole pO/TYJion oJtkat 
pqy, and of all tke country, in tke name of tke Inng of France, 
'!'lit" alltke re9uijiteJormalities." 

Here then we trace, by the mO.ft unexceptionable evidence, 
the hillory of the bottle and infcriptioll; the leaving of which 
was, no doubt, one of the requifite formalities obferved by Mon
fleur de Rochegude on this occafi~n. And though he did not 
land till the 6th Q{ January 1774, yet, as Kerguelen's fhips ar
rived upon the coaft on the 14th of December 177'3, and had dif
~overed and 100ked into this very bay on the 17th qf th~t month, 
it was with the ftriaeft propriety and truth that 1773, and not 
'774, was mentioned as the date of the difcovery. 

We need only look at Kerguelen's and Cook's Charts, to judge 
that the Baie de fOi/eau, and the harbour where the French in
fcription was found, is one and the fame place. But jlefides this 
lIgreement as to the general p.ofition, the fame conclulion r"fults 
more decifively frill, from another circumftance worth mention
ing: Thl' French, as well as the Englifh viliters of this bay and 
harbour, have given us a particular Plan of it; and whoever 
I'ompares ours, publifhed in this Volume, with that to be met 
with in Kerguelen's and de Pages's Voyages, muft be ftruck with 
a refemblance that could only be produced by copying one com
mon original with fidelity.. Nay, even the foundings are the 
fame upon th~ fame fpots in both Pla"s, being forty-five fathoms 
between the two Capes, before the entrance of the bay; fixteen 
fathoms farther in, where the fhores begin to contraa; and eight 
fathoms.Jltf near the bottom of the harbour. 

To thele particulars, wbich throw abundant light on this part 
of our· Author's Journal, I fhall only add, that the diftance or our 
harbour from that where Baifguehenneu landed ill 1772, is forty 
leagues. For tois we have the authority of K~rguelen, in the 
following palfage: " .Monfieur de Boifguehenneu defcendit le,I3 
',' de Fevrie,. 1772, dails un Baie, qu'il nomme :Saie .du. LIOn 
" Ma,rin, & prit polfefl\on de cette terre au nom de ROI; ,I n'y 
" vit aucune trace d'habitants. Manfleur de Rochegude, .en 
u 1774, a defcendu dans un autre baie, que nOllS avonS .nomme 
.. Baie· de l'Oifeau, & cette feconde rade eft a quarantes heues de 
I' la premiere. II en a "galement pris polfeflion, & il n'y trouva 
~. "galement aue'une trace d'/labitants:: 'Kerguelen, p. ~2. 

VOL. I. F Naves 
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I then put it again into a boule, together with a 
tilver two-penny piece of '772 ; and having cover
ed the mouth of the bottle with a leaden cap, I 

Satur. zs. placed it, the next morning, in a pile of frones 
ereCted for the purpofe, upon a little eminence on 
the North fuore of the harbour, and near to the 
place where it was firft found; in which potition it 
cannot efcape the notice of any European, whom 
chance or defign may bring into this port. Here 
I difplayed the Britilh flag, and named the place 
Chrijimas Harhour, from our having arrived in it 
on that fefrival. 

It is the firft, or northernmoft inlet that we meet 
with on the South Eaft fide of Cape St. Louis ., 
which forms the North fide of the harbour, and is 
alfo the Northern point of this land. The fituati
on alone is fufficient to diftinguilh it from any of 
the other inlets; and, to make it more remarkable, 
its South point terminates in a high rock, which is 
perforated quite through, fo as to appear like the 
arch of a bridge. We faw none like this upon the 
whole coaft t. The harbour has another diftin
guilhing mark within, from a fingle frone or rock, 

of 
.. Cape FranS'lis, for reafons already affigned. . 
+ If there could be the leal! doubt remaining of the identity of 

the Baie de l'Oifeau, and Chriflmas harbour, the circumflance of 
the perforated rock, which divides it from another bay to the 
South, would amount to a flriCl: dp,monflration. For Monfieur 
de Pages had ohferved this difcriminating mark before Captain 
Cook. His words are as follows: " Von vit que la cote de I·Eit. 
" voifine du Cap Fran5ois, avoit deux baies; elles etoient fepa_ 
.' TeeS par une pointe tres reconnoiffable par fa forme, 'lui repre_ 
.. /",toit une porte coch.re, au trQ'IJerJ de laquelle ['on '!Joyoit Ie 
.. jour." Voyages du M. de Pages, Vol. ii. p. 6,. Everyone 
knows how exactly the form of a porte cochere, or arched gateway. 

correr ponds 
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of a vaft fize, which lies on the top of II hill on 1776. 

the South fide, near its bottom; and oppolite this Dbem
on the North fide, there is another hill, much like~ 
it, but fmaller. There is a fmall beach at its bot-
tom, where we commonly landed; and, behind it, 
fome gently rifing ground; on the top of which is 
a large pool of freCh water. The land on both 
fides of the inlet is high, and it runs in Weft, and 
Weft North Weft, about two miles. Its breadth 
is one mile and a quarter, for more than half its 
length; above which, it is only half a mile. The 
depth of water, which is forty-five fathoms at the 
entrance, varies, as we proceed farther in, from 
thirty, to five and four fathoms, as marked upon 
the Plan. The {hores are fleep; and the bottom is 
every where a fine dark Cand, except in fome 
places clofe to the {hore, where there are beds of 
fea-weed, which always grows on rocky ground. 
The head of the harbour lies open only to two 
points of the compafs; and even theCe are covered 
by iflands in the offing, fo that no Cea can fall in to 
hurt a {hip. The appearances on {hore 'confirmed 
this; for we found grars growing clofe to high-wa-
ter mark, which is a fure fign of a pacific harbour". 

It 

correfponds with that of the arch of a bridge. It is very fatis
factory to find the two navigators, neither of whom knew any 
thing of the other's defcription, adopting the fame idea; which 
both proves that they had the fame uncommon ohject before their 
eyes, and that they made an accurate report, 

;,; In the lall Note, we faw how remarkably Monfieur de Pa!\"es 
and Captain Cook agree about the appearance of the South POint 
of the harbour; I /hall here fubjoin another qUO,tation from ~he 
former containing his account of the harbour ltfelf, In which 
the Re~der may trace the fame dillinguilhing features obferved 
by Captain Cook in the foregoing paragraph, 

.. Le 6, l'bn mit a terre dans la premiere baie Ii l'EIl d~ Cap 
.. Fran~ois & l'on prit poireflion de ces contrees. Ce mouillag~ 
.. confille ~n un petite rade, qui a environs q~atres encablure~': 
I' ou quatre cents toifes de profondeur fur un tierS ell fes de lar
~ F "J ~I geur~ 
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In6'. It is high water here, at the full and change days, 
Decem- about ten o'clock; and the tide rifes and falls abom 
~fourfeet. ., . . 
• After I had findhed thIs bufinefs of the IRfcrtp-

tion, I went in my boat round the harbour, and 
landed in feveral places, to examine what the {horo 
afforded; and, particularly, to look for drift wood. 
For, although the land here was totally deftitute of 
trees, this might not be the cafe in other parts; and 
jf there were any, the torrents would force fome~ 
Of, at leaft, fame branches, into the fea, which 
would afterward throw them upon the {hores; as 
in all other countries where there is wood, and in 
many where there is none: but, throughout the 
whole extent of the harbollf, I found not a fingle 
piece. 

In the afternoon, I went upon Cape St. Louis., 
accompanied by Mr. King, my Second Lieute
nant. I was in hopes, from this elevation, to have 
had a view of the fea-coaft, and of the iflands Iy~ 
ing off it. But, when I got up, I found every 
diftant objeCt below me hid in a thick fog. The 
land on the fame plain, or of a greater height, was 
vifible enough, and appeared naked and defolate in 

" geur. En dedans de cette rade ell un petit port, dont I'en-: 
... tree, de quatres encablures de large\lr, prefellte all Sud-Eft. 

e< La fonde de la petite rade eft depuis 'luarante-cinq jufqu' • 
.. trente braffes; & ceIle du port depuis fe17e jufq\l'~ huit. Le 
" fond des deux eft de fable noir & vafeux. La cote des deux 
C( bords eft haute, & par une pente tres rude; elle eft couverte 
.. de verdure, & il Y a une quantit. prodigieufe d'Outardes. Le 
.. fond du port ell occup. par \In monticule qui laHre entre lui, 
.. & la mer \lne plage de fable. U ne petite riviere, de tres 
if' bonne eau, coule a la ~er dans cet endroit; & elle eft fournie 
.. par un lac qui eft un veu au loin, au delfus du monticule. II 
.. y avoit fur Ie plage heaucoup de pingu'oins & de lions marins. 
'U Ces deux efpeces d'animaux ne fuyoient pas, & ron augura 
.. que Ie pays n'Hoit point hahit.; la terre Tapportoit de l"herhe 

,I' large, noir~, & bien nourrie, qui n'avoit cependant que cinque 
'1 pouces ou plus de hauteur. L'on ne vit aucun arbre ni figne 
~~ d'habitation." P'iJlag~ du Mon.Jieur de Pagls, Tom. ii. p. 69, 70. 

!' Cape F ran50is. . 
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the higheft degree; except fome hills to the South- J776 •. 

ward, which were covered with fnow. D'bem• 

When I got on board, I found the launch hoifted ~ 
in, the thips unmoored, and ready to put to fea ; Sund.ay~~. 
but our failing was deferred till five o'clock the 
next morning, when we weighed anchor. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. V. 

Departllre from Chrijlmas Harbo!tr. - Ranze along 
the Coajl, to difcover itJ Pofition and Extent.
Srocral Promontories and Bayi, and a PeninJula, 
deJcribed and named. - Danzer from Shoals.
Another Harbour and a Soulld.-Mr. AnderJoll'J 
ObJervations on the lIatural ProdutliollS, Animals, 
Soil, Cdc. of Kerguelen'J Lalld •. 

1776. AS Coon as the fhips were out of Chrifimas 
Decem- Harbour, we fieered South Eaft ~ South, 
~ along the coafi, with a fine breeze at North North. 
Sundap9. Weft, and clear weather. This we thought the 

more fortunate, as, for fome time paft, fogs had 
prevailed, more or lefs, every day; and the con
tinuance of them would have defeated our plan of 
extending Kerguelen'S difcovery. We kept the 
lead conftantly going; but [eldom ftruck ground 
with a line of fifty or fixty fathoms. 

About feven or eight o'clock, we were off a 
promontory, which I called Cape Cumberland. It 
lies a league and a half from the South point of 
Chriftmas Harbour, in the direction of South Eaft 
~ South. Between them is a bay with two arms, 
both of which feemed to afford good fhelter for 
fhipping. Off Cape Cumberland is a [roall but 
pretty high Wand, on the fummit of which is a 
rock like a femry·box, which occafioned our giv
ing that name to the ifland. Two miles farther 
to the Eaftward, lies a groupe of fmall il1ands 

and 
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and rocks, with broken ground about them; we 17?6. 
failed between thefe and Sentry-Box Hland, the Debem
cha'1nel being a full mile broad, and more than ~ 
forty fathoms deep; for we found no bottom with 
that length of line. 

Being through this channel, we difcovered, on 
the South fide of Cape Cumberland, a bay, running 
in three leagues to the Weftward. It is formed by 
this Cape to the North, and by a promontory to 
the South, which I named Point Pringle, after my 
good friend Sir John Pringle, Prefident of the Roy
al Society. The bottom of this bay was called 
Cumberland Bay; and it feemed to be disjoined 
from the fea, which waihes the North Weft coaft 
of this country, by a narrow neck of land. Ap
pearances, at leaft, favoured fuch a conjecture. 

To the Southward of Point Pringle, the coaft is 
formed into a fifth bay; of which this point is the 
Northern extreme; and from it, to the Southern 
extreme, is about four miles in the direCtion of 
South South Eaft ~ Eaft. In this bay, which ob
tained the Name of White Bay, on account of 
fome white (pots of land or rocks in the bottom 
of it, are feveral leITer bays or coves, which feem
ed to be iheltered from all winds. Off the South 
point, are feveral rocks which raife their heads 
above water; and, probably, many more that 
do not. 

Thus far our couree was in a direCtion parallel 
to the coaft, and not more than two miles from 
it. Thither our glaITes were continually pointed; 
and we could eafily fee that, except tbe bottoms of 
the b.i1Ys and coves, which, for the moft part, 
terminated in (andy beaches,the ih~res ~er~ 
rocky, and, in many places, (warmed WJlh bIrds; 
but the c0untry had the fame barren apd naked 

appear-
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,,,6. appearance as in the neighbourhood of Chriftmas' 
Decem- H b be ar our. 
'-~ We had kept on our larboard b?w, .the lan~ 

which firft opened off Cape St. LOUIS·, m the di
rection of South 53° Eaft, thinking that it was 
an illand, and that we ihould find a paffage be
tween it and the main. We now difcovered this 
to be a mifrake; and found that it was a penin
fula, joined to the reil: of the coaft by a low ifth
mus. I called the bay, formed by this peninfula, 
Repulfe Bay; and a branch of it feemed to run a 
good way inland towards the South South Weft. 
Leaving this, we fteered for the Northern point 
of the Peninfula, which we named Howe's Fore
land, in honour of Admiral Lord Howe. 

As we drew near it, we perceived fome rocks 
and breakers near the North Weft part; and two 
illands a league and a half to the Eaftward of it, 
which, at firft, appeared as one. I fteered between 
them and the Foreland t, and was in the middle 
of the channel by noon. At that time our lati
tude, by obfervation, was 480 51' South, and we 
had made twenty fix miles of Eaft longitude from 
Cape St. Louis t. 

From this filUation, the moft advanced land to 
the Southward bore South Eaft; but the trending 
of the coaft from the Foreland was more Souther
ly. The illands which lie off Chriftmas Harbour 

.. Cape Fransoi •• 
+ Though Kerguelen's /hips, in '?71, did not venture to ex

plore this part of the coaft, Monlieur de Pag~s's account of it 
a~f~ers well to ~aptain Cook's. U Du I, au 23, ron ne prit 
• d autre connOJifance que celle de 1a figure de la cote, qui, 
.. courant d'abord au Sud-Eft & revenant enfuite au Nord-Eft 
.. formoit un grand golfe. Ii etoit oceupe par des brifans & de; 
" rochers I iI avoit auffi une iIIe baffe" & aifez etendue, & l'on 
" ufa d'une bien foigneufe precaution, pour ne pas .'affaler dan • 
.. ee ~olfe." "OJ!age du M. de Pag/s, Tom. ii. p. 6,. 

1 (;ape FransolS. 

1 bore 
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bQ1'C N.rth ; and the North point of the Foreland, 1??5. 
North 60· Weft, diftant three miles. The land of Decem
this Peninfula, or Foreland, is of a moderate height, ~ 
and of a hilly and rocky fubftance. The coaft is 
low, with rocky points fuooting out from it; be-
tween which points are little coves, with fandy 
beaches; and thefe, at this time, were moftly co-
vered with fea birds. We alfo faw upon them 
fome feals. 

As foon as we were clear of the rocks and illands 
before mentioned, I gave orders to fteer South 
Eaft by South, along the coaft. But before thefe 
orders could be carried into execution, we difco
vered the whole fea before us to be chequered with 
large beds of rock-weed, which we knew to be 
faft to the bottom, and to grow on rocky fuoals. 
I had often found a great depth of water on fuch 
fhoals; and I had, as often, found rocks that 
have raifed their heads nearly to the furface of the 
water. It is always dangerous, therefore, to fail 
over them before they are well examined; but 
more efpecially, when there is no furge of the fea 
to difcover the danger. This was the cafe at pre
fent, for the fea was as fmooth as a mill-pond. 
Confequently we endeavoured to avoid them, by 
fleering through the winding channels by which 
they were feparated. We kept the lead continu
ally going; but never ftruck ground with a line 
of fixty fathoms. This circumftance increafed 
the danger, as we could not anchor, whatever 
neceffity there might be for it. After running in 
this manner above an hour, we difcovered a lurk
ing rock, juft even with the furface of the fea. 
It bore North Eaft ~ Eaft, diftant three or four 
miles, and lay in the middle of one of thefe large 
beds of weeds. This was a fufficient warning to 
make us ufe every precaution to prevent our com-
jng upoll them. 

We 
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1776• We were now crofs the mouth of a large bay, 
Decem- that lies about eight miles to the Southward of 
~ Howe's Foreland. In a,:d before the entrance of 

this bay are feveral low l11ands, rocks, and thofe 
b~ds of fea·weed. But there feemed to be wind
ing channels between them. After continuing 
our courfe half an hour longer, we were fo much 
embarraffed with thefe /hoals, that I refolved to 
haul off to the Eaftward, as the likelieft means 
of extricating ourfelves from the danger that 
threatened us. But fo far was this from anfwer
ing the intended purpofe, that it brought us into 
more. I therefore found it abfolutely nece{[ary to 
feeure the /hips, if pollible, in fome place before 
night; efpecially as the weather had now become 
hazy, and a fog was apprehended. And feeing 
fome inlets to the South Weft of us, I ordered 
Captain Clerke, as the Difcovery drew lefs water 
than the Refolution, to lead in for the thore; which 
was accordingly done. 

In ftanding in, it was not pbffible to avoid run
ning over the edges of fome of the /hoals, on 
which we found from ten to twenty fathoms wa
ter; and the moment we were over, had no ground 
at the depth of fifty fathoms. After making a 
few boards to weather a fpit that run out from 
an il1and on our lee, Captain Clerke made the 
lignal for having difeovered an harbour; in which, 
about five o'clock, we anchored in fifteen fathoms 
water, over a bottom of fine dark fand, about three 
quarters of a mile from the /hore; the North point 
of th~ harbour bearing North by Eaft i- Eaft, one 
mile dictam; and the imall iflands in the entrance, 
within whieh we anchored, extending from Eaft 
to South Eaft. 

Scarcely were the thips fecured, when it began 
to blow very ftrong; fo that we thought it pru
dent to ftrike top-gallOlnt ~rds. The weather, 

2 however. 



THE P--A elF leo C E A N. 7> 
however, continued fair; and the winddifperling '776. 
the fog that had fettled on the hills, it was tole- Decem_ 

rably clear alfo. The moment, therefore, we had ~ 
anchored, I hoifted out two boats; in one of 
which I ient Mr. Bligh, the Mafter, to furvey the 
upper-part of the harbour, and look for wood; 
for not a ilirub was to be feen from the iliip. 
I alfo defired Captain Clerke to fend his Malter 
to found the channel that is on the South fide of 
the fmall iiles, between them and a pretty large 
iiland which lies near the South point of the har-
bour. Having given thefe directions, I went my-
fdf, in my other boat, accompanied by Mr. Gore, 
my Firft Lieutenant, and Mr. Baily, and landed 
on the North point, to fee what I could difcover 
from thence. 

From the higheft hill over the point, we had a 
pretty good view of the fea-coaft, as far as Howe's 
Foreland. It is much indented, and feveral rocky 
points feemed to ilioot out from it, with coves 
and inlets of unequal extent. One of the latter, 
the end of which I could not fee, was di~oined 
from that in which the iliips were at anchor, by 
the point we then ftood upon. A great many 
fmall iilands, rocks, and breakers appeared fcat
tered along the coaft, as well to the Southward 
as Northward; and I faw no better channel to 
get out of the harbour, than by the one through 
which we had entered it. 

While Mr. Baily and I were making the obfer
vations, Mr. Gore encompalfed the hill; and join
ed us by a different route, at the place where 
I had ordered the boat to wait for us. Except 
the craggy precipic~s, we met with nothing 10 

obltrucl our walk. For the country was, if pof. 
fible, more barren and defolate than about Chrilt-
1113S Harbour. And yet, if there be the leaft 

fertility 
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1,,6. fertility in any part of this land, we ought to 
Decem- have found it in this, which is completely filet
~ tered from the predominating bleak Southerly 
Land Wefterly winds. I obferved, with regret, 

that there was neither food nor covering for cat~ 
tie of any fort; and that, if I left any, they mufl: 
inevitably perilh. In the little cove where the 
boat waited for us (which I called Penguin Cove, 
as the beach was covered with thefe birds), is a 
fine rivulet of frefh water, that may be eafily 
come at. Here were alfo fome large feals, fhags, 
and a few ducks; and Mr. Baily had a tranfient 
fight of a very fmallland bird; but it flewamongfl: 
the rocks, and we loft it. About nine o'clock we 
got on board. 

Soon after, Mr. Bligh returned, and reported, 
that he had been four miles up the harbour, and, 
as he judged, not far from the head of it. He 
found that its direCtion was Weft South Weft ; 
and that its breadth, a little above the fhips, did 
not exceed a mile; but grew narrower towards 
the head. The foundings were very irregular, 
being from thirty-feven to ten fathoms; and, ex
cept under the beds of fea-weed, which in ma
ny placell extended from the fhore near half 
channel over, the bottom was a fine fand. He 
landed on both fhores, which he found barren 
and rocky, without the Ie aft figns of tree or fhrub, 
and with very little verdure of any kind. Pen
guins, and other oceanic birds and feals, occu
pied part of the coaft; but not in fuch numbers 
as at Chriftmas Harbour. 

Finding no encouragement to continue our 
Mond. 30. refearches, and, the next morning, both wjnd and 

weather being favourable, I weighed anehor and 
put to fea. To this harbour I gave the name 
of Port Pallifer, iQ honour of my worthy friend 

Admiral 
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Admiral Sir Hugh Pallifer. It is fituated in the 1116. 
latitude of 49° 3' South, in the longitude of €4 D~em_ 
37' Eaft, and five leagues from Howe's Foreland, ~ 
in the direction of South 25° Eaft. There are fe-
veral iflands, rocks, and breakers lying in and 
without the entrance, for which the annexed Chart 
of the co aft, and tketch of the harbour may be 
confulted. We went in and out between them 
and the North head; but I have no doubt that 
there are other channels. 

As we were ftanding out of Port Pallifer, we 
difcovered a round hill, like a fugar-Ioaf, in the 
direction of South 72° Eaft, about nine leagues 
diftant. It had the appearance of an il1and lying 
at fome diftance from the co aft ; but we after
wards found it was upon the main land. In get
ting out to fea, we had to fteer through the wind
ing channels amongft the !hoals. However, we 
ventured to run over fome of them, on which 
we never found lefs than eighteen fathoms, and 
often did not ftrike ground with twenty-four; fo 
that, had it not been for the fea-weed growing 
upon all of them, they would not have been dif. 
covered. 

After we had got about three or four leagues 
from· the coaft, we found a clear fea, and then 
fleered Eaft till nine o'clock, when the Sugar 
Loaf hill, above mentioned, which 1 named Mount 
Campbell, bore South Eaft, and a fmall il1and 
that lies to the Northward of it, South South 
Eaft, diftant four leagues. I now fteered more 
Southerly, in order to get in with the land. At 
noon, the latitude by double altitudes was 49° If 
South; and we had made eighty miles of Eaft lon
gitude from Cape St. Louis '*'. Mount Campbell 
bore South 47° Weft, diftant about four leagues; 
lliow point, beyond which no land was to be feen, 

. , Cape Fran~Qis, 
bore 
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1776. bore South South Eall:, at the dil1:ance of about 
~cem- twenty miles; and we were about two leagues 
~ from the {hare. 

The land here is low and level·. The moun
tains ending about five leagues from the low point. 
a great extent of low land is left, on which Mount 
Campbell is fituated, about four miles from the 
foot of the mountains, and one from the fea coall:. 
Thefe mountains have a conftderable elevation. 
liS alfo moll: of the inland ones. They feemed 
to be compofed of naked rocks, whofe fummits 
were capt with fnow. Nor did the valleys ap
pear to greater advantage. .To whatever quarter 
we directed our glaiTes, nothing but fterility was 
to be feen. 

We had fcarcely fini{hed taking the bearings at 
noon, before we obferved low land opening off the 
low point juft mentioned, in the direction of South 
South Eaft, and eight miles beyond it. This new 
point proved to be the very Eaftern extremity of 
this land, and it was named Cape Digby. It is ft
tuated in the latitude of 49° 23' South, and in the 
longitude of 70° 34' Eaft. 

Between Howe's Foreland and Cape Digby, the 
{bore forms (betides the feveral leKer bays and 
harbours) one great bay that extends feveralleagues 
to the South Weft, where it feemed to lofe it
felf in various arms running in between the moun
tains. A prodigious quantity of fea-weed grows 
allover it, which feemed to be the fame fort of 
weed that Mr. Banks diftingui{hed by the name 

.. This part of the coan feems to he what the French faw on 
the 5th of January 17'7+. Monfieur de Pages fpeaks of it thus: 
" NallS reconnumes une nouvelle cote etendue de toute veu dans 
.~ rEfi, & dans le Oueft. Le.; terres de cette cote ctoient mainll 
" elevees que ceIle& que nous avions veues jufques ici; eUes 
U etoient auffi d"un afFeCt: mains rude:" D, Pages, Tom. ji. 
p.63. 

of 
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of fucus giganteus "". Some of this weed is of a 1,,6. 
moft enormous length, though the fiem is not Decem

much thicker than a man's thumb. I have Il\t;!nti-~ 
oned, that on fame of the fhoals upon which it 
grows, we did not thike ground with a line of 
twenty-four fathoms. The depth of water, there-
fore, mufi have been greater. And as this weed 
does not g~ow in a perpendicular direction, but 
makes a ve'ry acute angle with the bottom, and 
much of it afterwards fpreads many fathoms on 
the furface of the fea, I am well warranted to 
fay, that fame of it grows to the length of fixty 
fathoms and upward. 

At one o'clock (having run two leagues upon 
a South Eafi ~ Eafi courle, from noon) we found· 
ed, and found eighteen fathoms water, and a 
bottom of fine fand. Seeing a fmall bending in 
the coafi, on the North fide of Cape Digby, I 
fleered for it. It was my intention to anchor 
there, if I fhould find it might be done with rafety, 
and to land on the Cape, to examine what the 
low land within it produced. After running in 
one league, we founded again, and found thir
teen fathoms; and immediately after, faw afhoal 
right 'before us, that feemed to extend off from 
the fhore, from which we were difiant about two 
miles. This difcovery obliged us to haul off, Eaft 
by South, one league, where our depth of water 
encreafed to twenty-five fathoms. We then fieer
ed along fhore, and continued in the fame depth, 
over a bottom of fine fand, till Cape Digby bore 
Weft, two leagues diftant, when we found twen
ty.fix fathoms. 

After this we did not ftrike ground, though 
we tried 1everaI times; but the fhip having a 

., See Hawkefworth's Collection of Voyages, Vol. ii. p. ","Z. 

good 
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,,,6. good deal of way, ran the line out before the lead 
Decem- could reach the bottom; and being difappointed 
~ in my views both of anchoring and of landing, 

I would not fuorten fail, butpufued forward, in 
order to fee as much of the coaft as poffible before 
night. From Cape Digby, it trends nearly South 
Weft by South for about four or five leagues, or 
to a low point, to which, in honour of her Majefty, 

. I gave the name of Point Charlotte, and it is the 
Southernmoft on the low coaft. 

Six leagues from Cape Digby, in the direCtion 
of South South Weft t Weft, is a pretty high 
projecting point, which was called Prince of 
Wales's Foreland; and fix leagues beyond that, 
in the fame direCtion, and in the latitude of 49° 
54' South, and . the longitude 0..\ 70° 13' Eaft, is 
the moft Southerly point of the whole coaft, which 
I diftinguifued by the name of Cape George, ill 
honour of his Majefty. 

Between Point Charlotte and Prince of Wales's 
Foreland, where the country to the South Weft 
began again to be hilly, is a deep inlet, which 
was called Royal Sound. It runs in Weft, quito 
to the foot of the mountains which bound it on 
the South Weft, as the low land before-mentioned 
does on the North. There are ii1ands lying in 
the entrance, and others higher. up, as far as we 
could diftinguilh. As we advanced to the South, 
we obferved, on the South Weft fide of Prince of 
Wales's Foreland, .another inJet into Royal Sound; 
and it then appeared, that the Foreland was the 
Eaft point of a large ii1and lying in the mouth of 
it. There are feveral fmall ii1ands in this inlet; 
and one about a league to the Southward of Prince 
of Wales's Foreland. 

All the land on the South Weft fide of Royal 
Sound, quite to Cape George, is compored of ete';" 
vated hills, that rife direCtly from the fea, one 

behind 
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behind another, to a confiderable height. Moll: of 1,,6. 
the fqmmits were capt with fnow, and theyap- D.ecem~ 
peared as naked and barren as any we had feen. ~ 
The ,fmalleft veftige of a tree or /hrub was not dif
coverable, either inland or on the coaft; and, I 
think, I may venture to pronounce that the coun-
try produces none. The low land about Cape. 
Digby, when examined through our glatfes, re-
fembled the reft of the low land we had before met 
with; that is, it appeared to be partly naked and 
partly covered with a green turf; a defcription of 
which /hall be given in its proper place: . The 
(hare is compofed of fandy beaches, on which were 
many penguins, and other oceanic birds; and an 
immenfe nnmber of /hags kept perpetually flying 
about the /hips as we failed along. . 

. 13ei'ng defirous of getting the length of Cape 
George, to be atfured whether or no it was the 
moft Southerly point of the whole land, I con
tinued to ftreteh to the South, under all the fail 
we could carry, till half an hour paft feven o'clock; 
when, feeing no likelihood of accomplilhing my 
delign, as the wind had, by this time, fbifted to 
Weft South Weft, the very direCtion in which we 
wanted to go, I took the advantage of the fbifting 
of the wind, and ftood away from the co aft. 

At this time Cape George bore South 53° \Veft, 
diftant about feven leagues. A fmall ifland that 
lies 0ffthe pitch of the Cape, was the only land 
we eould fee to the South of it; and we were far
ther confirmed that there was no more in tbat 
quarter, by a South Weft fwell which we met as 
foon as we brought the Cape to bare in this direc
oon. 

But we have Ilii! a ftronger BT.0of that no pa-rt of 
this land can extend much, if at all, 'to the South
ward of Cape Gf;!orge; and that is, Captain. Fur
neaux's traCt in- Felnuary I 773, after hIS fepara-

VOL. t G- tlon: 



A VOYAGE TO 

,;,6: tion from me during my late voyage. His log. 
Deeem- book is now lying before me; and I find from it, 
~ that he croffed the meridian of this land only about 

feventeen leagues to the Southward of Cape George; 
a diftance at which it may very well be feen in clear 
weather. This feems to have been the cafe when 
Captain Furneaux paffed it. For his log-book 
makes no mention of fogs or hazy .weather; on 
the contrary, it exprefsly tells us, that, when in 
this fituation, they had it in their power to make 
obfervations, both for latitude and longitude, on 
board his fhip; (0 that, if this land extends far
ther South than Cape George, it would have been 
fcarcely poffible that he fhould have patred without 
feeing it. 

From there circumftances we are able to de
termine, within a very few miles, the quantity of 
latitude that this land occupies; which does not 
much exceed one degree and a quarter. As to its 
extent from Eaft to Weft, that ftill remains un· 
decided. We only know, that no part of it can 
reach fo far to the Weft as the meridian of 65'; 
becau(e, in 1773, under that meridian, I fearched 
for it in vain". 

The French difcoverers, with fome reafon, ima
gined Cape St. Louis t to be the projecting point 

of 

"" If the French obfervations, as marked upon Captain Cook's 
Chart, and Ilill more authentically upon that publilbed by their 
own difcoverers, may be .depended upon, this land doth not 
reach fa far to the Well as the meridian of 68 0 ; Cape Louis, 
which is reprefented as its moll Wellerly point; being laid duwn 
by the~ to the Eall of that meridian. 

t The idea of Cape Louis being tbis projecting point of a 
S~ut~ern continent, mull: bave foon vanilbed, a~·Cape Fran50is, 
w,th,n a year after, was found, by the fame dlfeoverer, to lie 
above one third of a degree farth.r North upon the fame land. 
But if Kerguelen entertained any fuch imagination at firft, we are 
fure that, at prefent, he thinks very differently. This appears 
.from the following explicit declaration of his fentiments, which 
deferves to be tranfcribed from his late pu blicatiun • as inioes equal 

. honour 
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of a Southern continent. The Englilli have fince 1776. 

proved that no fuch continent exifts; ahd that the Db~~~
land in queftion is an ifiand of no great extent" ; I..o-v--J 
which, from its fterility, I lliould, with great pro-
priety, call the mand of Defolation, but that [ 
would not rob Monfieur de Kerguelen of the ho-
nour' of its bearing. his name t. 
honour to his candour, and to Captain Cook's abilities. "La 
" terre que j'ai decouverte ell certainement une !fle; puifque Ie 
" celebre Capitaine Cook a pair. au Sud, lors de fon premiere 
cc voyage, fans rien rellcontrer. Je juge meme, que cette ifie n'ejl 
" pas hien grand.. II y a auffi apparence, d'apres Ie Voyage de 
U Monfieur Cook, que toute cette etendue de Mers Meridionales, 
U efi femee d'Ifles ou de rachers; mais qu'il n'y a 11; continent n; 
U grande terre." Ke~guelen, p. 9:1. '* Kerguelen, as we fee in the lall Note, concurs with Captain 
Cook as to this. However, he tells us, that he has reafon to be_ 
lieve that it is about two hundred leagues in circuit; and that he 
was acquainted with about fourfcore leagues of its coall. .. J'en 
U connais environs quatre-vingt lieues des cotes j & fai lieu de 
" eTQire, qu'eHe a environ deux cents lieues de circuit." Kergu
~en, ibid. 

+ Some of Monfieur de Kerguelen's own countrymen feem 
more defirous than we are, to rob him of this honour. It is very 
remarkable that Monfieur de Pages never once mentions the 
name of his commander. Anfl, though he takes occafion to enu
merate the feveral French explorers of the Southern Hemifphere. 
from Gonneville down to Crozet, he affeas to preferve an entire 
Illence about Kerguelen, whofe firli voyage, in which the difco
'very of this confiderable traa of land was made, is kept as much 
out of fight, as if it never had taken place. Nay, not fatislied 
with refufing to acknowledge the right of another, he almoll af
fumes it to himfelf. For upon a Map of the World, annexed 
to his book, at the fpot where the new laud is delineated, we 
read this infcription: !fles nOIl'Velles Ao/irales 'Vules par Mon./ieur 
de Pages, en '714. He could fcarcely have e~prelfed himfelf in 
thonger terms, if he had meant to convey an Idea that. he was the 
conduCtor of the difcovery. And yet we know, that he was.only 
a Lieutenant (Enfeigne de vailfeau] on board one of the three 
ihips commanded by Kerguelen; and that the difcovery had been 
already made in a former voyage, undertaken while he was ac
tually eng;lged in his lingular journey round the world. 

Afrerall, it cannot but be remarked that Kerguelen was pe
~uliarly unfortunate, in having dOlle fo little to complete what he 
had begun. He difco·vered a new land indeed; but, in two ex
peflitions to it, he. could not once ~ring his Ihips to an anch?r 
IIpon any part of it. coafts. Captam Cook, as we have. feen In 

. this, and in the foregoing Chapter, had. either fewe~ difficulties 
to IIruggle with, or \Va. more fuccefsfulln furrnuuntIDi: them. 

G 2 Mr. 
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177'. Mr. Ander[on, my Surgeon, who, as I have at-
De~em- ready mentioned, had made Natural Hiftory a part 
~of his ftudies, loft no. opportunity, during the m.on 

time we lay in Chnftmas Harbour, of [earel-llng 
the country in every direCtion. He afterwar.ds 
communicated to me the obfervations he made 
on its natural produtl:ions; and I iliaU intert't"hem 
here in his own words. 

" Perhaps no place, hitherto di[covered in d
~her hemifphere, under the fame parallel of la
titude, affords fo [canty a field for the naturalift as 
this barren fpot. The verdure which appears, when 
at a little diftance from the fhore, would flatter 
one with the expectation of meeting with [orne 
herbage; but in this we '!Vere much deceived. 
For on landing, we raw that ~his lively colour 
was occafioned only by one (m~.I1 plant, J;lQ~ m\lch 
unlike [orne forts of faxifraZI, which grows in large 
{pr<:ading tufts, to a confiderable way up the hills. 
It forms a {urface of'a pretty large texture, and 
grows on a kind of rotten turf, into whi~h one 
finks a foot or two at every ftep. Thi~ turf. dri':' 
ed, might, in cafes of nece1my, fenle.for fuel, and 
is the only thing we met, with here that CQ)Jld 
poffibly be; applie<i to this ufe. ' 

There is another plant, plentifut~ enough fcat
.t,ered about tl)e boggy decljvities, whil;h grows to 
near the height of two f,cet, and, not much un
like a fmall c®bage, when it has fhot into feeds. 
The leaves about the roox are numerous, large, 
and rounded; narrower at the bafe, and ending 

,in a Cmall point. ThoCe on the l1.alks are much 
fmaller, oblong, and pointed. The fl:alks, which 
are often, three or fO~lr, aJl rife feparateiy from 
the root, and run into long cylindrical heads, 
compofed of [mall flowers. It has not only the 

2. appearance, 
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appearance, but the watery acrid tafre of the an- 1776. 

tifcarbutic plants, and yet differs materially from Deeell'l" 

the whole tribe; fo that we looked upon it as a ~ 
produttion entirely peculiar to the place. We 
eat it frequently raw, and found it almoft lik¢ 
the New Zealand fcurvy-grars. But it feerned to 
acquire a rank flavour by being boiled; whicht 
however, fome of our people did not perceive. 
and efreemed it good. If it could be introduced 
into our kitchen gardens, it would in all probabili:.. 
ty, improve fo far by cultivation, as to be an 
excellent pot-herb. At this time, none of its feed!! 
were ripe enough to be preferved, and brought 
home, to try the experiment. 

Two other fmall plants were found near the 
brooks and boggy places, which were eaten as 
faUad; the one almoft like garden crefi"es, and 
very fiery; and the other very mild. This laft. 
though but fmall, is in itfelf a curiolity; having 
not" only male and female, but what the botanifrs 
call androgynous plants. 

A coarfe grafs. which we cut down for the 
cattle, grows pretty plentifully in a few iinaU 'Pots 
about the fides of the ha'rbour, with a fmaHer fori: 
which is rarer; and, upon the flat ground, a fort 
of goofe-grafs, and another fmall plant much like 
it. In fhort, the whole catalogue of plants does 
not exceed fixteen or eighteerr, including forne 
forts of mofs, and a beautiful fpecies of liebelt, 
which grows upon the rocks, higher up than the 
reft of the vegetable productions. Nor is the~ 
even the leaft appearance of a fhrub in the whole 
country. 

Nature has rather been more bountiful in fur. 
nifhing it with animals; though, ftrictly fpeak
ing, they are not inhabitants of the place, being 
all of the marine kind; and,. in general, only 

ufing 
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1776. \lling the land for breeding, and for a reiling
Decem- place. The moll: confiderable are feals, or' (as we 
~ ufed to call them) fea bears; being that fort'call
, ed the urfine feal. Thefe come ailiore to reft or 

breed; but they were not very numerous, which 
is not to be wondered at, as it is known that 
thefe animals rather frequent out-rocks, and lit
tle illands lying off coalts, than bays or inlets. 
They were, at this time, 1l1edding their hair, and 
fa tame, that we killed what number we chofe. 

No other quadruped, either of the fea or of 
the land kind, was feen; but a great number of 
birds, viz. ducks, petrels, albatroffes, iliags" gulls, 
and fea-fwallows. 

The ducks are abollt the fize of a teal or wid
geon; but fomewhat different in colour from ei
ther. They were in tolerable plenty about the 
fides of the hills, or even lower; and we killed 
a confiderable number, which were good, and 
without the leall: fiiliy tafte. We met with fame 
of the fame fort at the -illand of Georgia, in our 
late voyage. 

The Cape petrel, or Pintado bird; the fmall 
blue one, which is always feen at fea; and the 
fmall black one, or Mother Carey's Chicken, are 
not here in great numbers. But we found a neft 
,of the firft with an egg in it, about the fize of 
a pullet's I and the fecond, though fcaree, was 
met with in fome holes like rabbit-burrows. 

Another fort, whick is the largell: of all the 
petrels, and called by the feamen Mother Carey's 
Goofe, is in greater numbers; and fa tame, that 
at firll: we could kill them with a flick upon the 
beach. They are not inferior in fize to an alba
trofs, and are carnivorous, feeding on the dead 
careaffes of feals or birds that were thrown into 
the fea. Their colour is a futty brown, with a 

greenifh 
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greenifh bill and feet; and, doubtlefs, they are 17'16• 
the fame that the Spaniards call quehrantahue.ffos, Decem~ 
whofe Pead is figured in Pernetty's Voyage to Falk-~ 
land' Hlands. 

Of 'the albatroiTes, none were found on Chore 
except the grey one, which is commonly met with 
at fea in the higher Southern latitudes. Once I 
faw one of thefe fitting in the cliff of a rock, 
but they were frequently flying about the har~ 
bour; and the common large lort, as well as a 
{mailer with a black face, were feen farther out. 

Penguins form, by far, the greateft number of 
birds here; and are of three fons: The firft, or 
largeft, I have feen formerly at the il1and of Geor
gia t. It is alfo mentioned by Bougainville:J:; 
but it does not feem to be fo folitary as he re~ 
prefents it, for we found confiderable numbers 
flocking together. The head is black, the upper 
part of the body a leaden grey, and the under 
part white, with black feet. It has two broad 
ftripes of fine yellow, that begin on the fides of 
the head, and defcending by each fide of the neck, 
meet above its breaft. The bill is partly reddiCh, 
and longer than in the other forts. 

The fecond fort of penguin fcarcely exceeds 
half the fize of the former. The upper part of 
the body is a blackiCh grey, with a white fpot on 
the upper part of the head, growing broader at 
each fide. The bill and feet are yellowifh. A 
very accurate figure and defcription, both of this 
and of the preceding, is given by Mr. SO/lncrat §. 

+ Pennant's Patagonian penguin. See his Gmera of Bird,. 
'tab. 14. p. 66. 

! Voyage autour du Monde, p. 69' 
5 Voyage a ta Nouvelle Quinee, p. 181, lS~. Tab. 113. 115. 

The 
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I?V6• TlJe third fort of penguin met with here,;tJad 
Decem- never been feen by any of us before. Its lensth 
~ is twenty-four inches, and its breadth twenty. 

The upper part of the body and throat are black, 
the reft white, except the upper part of the head, 
which has a fine yellow arch, looking backward, 
and ending on each fide in long foft feathers, 
which it can ereCt as two crefts. 

The two firft forts were found together on the 
beach; the large ones keeping by themfelves, and 
walking in fmall flocks amongft the others, which 
were more numerous, and were fometimes feen a 
confiderable way up the fides of the hills. The 
third fort were only found by themfelves, but in 
great !lumbers, on the outer fhores of the har
Dour. They were breeding at this time; and they 
lay, on the bare ftones, only one white egg, larger 
than tbat of a duck. All the three forts of pen
guins were fo tame, that we took as many as we 
pleafed with our hands. 

The fhags of this place are of two forts; the 
leWer corVQrant or water crow, and another, which 
is black above, with a white belly; the fame that 
is found in New Zealand, Terra del Fuego, and 
the iftand of Georgi~. 

We alfo met witb here the common fea-gull, 
fea-fwalIow, tern, and Port Egmont hen; the laft 
of which were tame and numerous. 

Another fort of white bird, flocll;s of which 
'flew about the. bay, is very fingular; having t~e 
~fe of the l>.U covered with a horny emft -. k 
IS larger than a pigeon, with the bill black and 
the feet white, made like thofe of a curlew. 

't The Iheath-bill. See Pennant's f?m,r4 of Birds, p. 43. 

Some 
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Some ~f our people put it in competition with the 1716. 
duck, as food. Decem-

The (eine was hauled once; bllt we found only ~ 
a few fith about the fize of a fmall haddock; 
though quite different from any we knew. The 
(nout is lengthened; the head armed with fame 
fhong fpines; the rays of the back-fin long, and 
very flrong; the belly is large; and the body 
without fcates. The only thell fifh are a few 
limptns and mufcles; and, amongfl the flanes, a 
few" fmall ftar-fifh, and fea.anemonies, were 
faun<!. 

The hills are of a moderate height; yet many 
of their tops were covered with fnow at this time, 
though anfwering to our June. Some of them 
have large quantities of flones, irregularly heaped 
together at their foot, or on their fides. The 
fides of others, which form fleep IOliffs towards 
the fea, are rent from the top downward, and 
[eem ready to fall off, having flones of a confider
able fize lying in the fiffures. Some were of opi
nion that froft might be the caufe of thefe fiffures, 
which I fhall not difpme; but how others of the 
appearances could be effetted, but by earthquakes, 
or fame fuch fevere fhocks, I cannot fay. 

It appears that rain mufl be almoft conflant 
here, not only from the marks of large torrents 
having rufhed down, but from the difpofition of 
the country, which even on the hills, is almoft an 
entire bog or fwamp, the ground !inking at every 
fiep. 

The rocks, or foundations of the hills, are 
compofed chiefly of a dark blue, and very hard, 
fione, intermixed with fmall particles of glimmer 
or quartz. This feems to be one of the moll: uni
yerfal productions of Nature, as it confiimtes 
wh01~ mountains in Sweden, in Scotland, at the 

. Canary 
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,,,6. Canary lI1ands, the Cape of Good Hope, and at 
D'bem- this place. Another brownifb brittle fione forms 
~ here fome confiderable rocks; and one which is 

blacker, and found in detached pieces, inclofes 
bits of coarfe quartz. A red, a dull yellow, and 
a purplifb fand-fione, are alfo found in fmall 
pieces; and pretty large lumps of femi·tranfparent 
quartz, difpofed irregularly in polyedral pyramidal 
cryfials of long fhining fibres. Some fmall pieces 
of the common fort are met with in the brooks, 
made round by attrition ; but none hard enough 
to refift a file. Nor were any of the other ftones 
aCted on by aqua fortis, or attraCted by the 
magnet. 

Nothing, that had the leaft appearance of an ore 
or metal, was feen.'~ 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. VI. 

Palfage from Kerguelen's to Pan Diemen's Land. 
-Arrival in Adventure Bay. -Incidents there. 
-Interviews with the Natives.-Their Perfons 
an4 DreJs defcribed. - Account of their Reha
'Vzour. - <fable of the Longitude, Latitude, and 
Pariat;an.-Mr. AnderJon's Objervations on the 
natural Produtlions of the Country, on the In
habitants, and their Language. 

A F T E R leaving Kerguelen's Land, I fteered 1776• 

Eaft by North, intending, in obedience to = 
my inftruCtions, to touch next at New-Zealand; 
to recruit our water, to take in wood, and to make 
bay for the cattle. Their number, by this time. 
bad been confiderably diminilhed; two yOlwg 
bulls, one of the heifers, two rams, and feveral 
of the goats, having of late died, while we were 
employed in exploring this defolate coaft. 

The 31 ft, in the morning, being the day after Tuefcl. 31• 

we ftood Qut to fea, we had feveral obfervations of 
the flln and moon. Their refults gave the longitude 
72° 33' 36" Eaft. The time-keeper, in this fitu-
ation, gave 72° 38' J 5'" Thefe obfervations were 
the more ufeful, as we had not been able to get 
any for fome time before, and they now ferved to 
affure us that no material error had crept into the 
time keeper. 

On the J ft of January, being then in the latitude 17". 

of 48° 41' South, Jongitude 76" 50' Eaft, th_e ya- ~~::~: 
nation 
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'777. natIOn was 30. 39' Well:; and the next day, in 
January. the latitude of 411o 22' South, longitude 80' 22' 

~ Eall:, it was 30.47 J 8" ~ell: .. This was the 
greatell: variation we found In thIS palfage; for 
afterward it began to decreafe, but fa flowly, that 

Friday 3. on the 3d, in the evening, being then in the lali-
tude of 48° 16' South, longitude 85· Eall:, it was 
29· 31;' Well:. 

Thus far we had fre!h gales from the Well: and 
SOUlh Well:, and tolerably clear weather. But now 
the wind veered to the North, where it continued 
eight days, and was attended with a thick: fog. 
During this time, we ran above three hundred 
leagues in the darl~. Now and then the weather 
would clear up, and give us a fight of the ti.m; 
but this happened very {eldom, and \Vas always 

Tuefd.,. of !hart continuance. On the 7th, I hoifted Ollt 
a boat, and {ent an order to CaptGin Clerke, ap
pointing Adventure Bay, in Van Diemen's Land, 
as our place of rendezvous, in cafe of iepll'ration 
before we arrived in the meridian of that lafld. 
But we were fortunate enough, amidft all this fog
gy weather, by frequently firing gnns as fignals, 
though we feldom faw each other, not to lofe com
pany. 

Sunday 12. On the 12th, being in the latimde of 4 S· 40' 
South, longitude J 10° 26' Eaft, the Northerly 
winds ended in a calm; which, afte ... a few hour~, 
was fucceeded by a wind from the Southward. 
This, with rain, cominued for twenty-four hours; 
when it frefhentd, and veered to the \V tft ami 
Nmth Weft, and brought on fair and clear weatht'T. 

We continued our courfe ro the Eufrwurd, with. 
om meeting with any thing wonhy of notice, till 

Sund.Y J 9· fOllr ("clock in the morning of the 19th;- when, in 
. a fudden [quail ef wind, though the DilCovery re
c!::; ,ed no damage, our fore-lop-mall: went by the 

board, 
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board, and carried the main-top-gallant-maft with .,,,. 
it. This occafioned fame delay:, as it took liS up January_ 

the whole day to clear the wre;ck, and to fit ano- '--v"--I 
ther top-maft. The former was accomplilhed 
without lofing any part of it, except a few fatljoms 
of fmall rClpe. Not having a fpare main-top-gal
lant-Olaft on board, the fore-tap-galla nt-mall: was 
conve; [ed into one for our immediate ufe. 

The wind cont.inued Wefterly, blew a frdh gale, 
and was altended with clear weather; fo that fcarce
ly a day paffed without being able; to get oblerva
tions for fixing the longitude, and the variation of 
the compafs. The latter decreafed in fuch a man
ner, that in the latitud~ of 44° 18' South, longi
tude 13~u 2,' Eaft, it was no more than f/ 34' 18'" 
W ~ft; and 00 the :ud. being thell in the latitude Wedn.,u. 
of 43° '1.7 SQuth, longitude 141° 50' Eaft, it was 
1° 24' 15" Eall. So that we had croifed the line 
where the compafs bas no v-ariation. 

On the 24th, at three o'clock in the morning~ Friday S4. 
we difcQvered the coaft of Van Diemen's Lau4, . 
bearing NQrth .} Weft. At four o'clock, the S~~h 
Weft Cape bore North North Weft ~ Weft; and 
the Mew-fione, North E;aft by Eaft, ~hree leagues 
dift!1.l'It. There are fc;veral illands and high rocks 
lying k:attered along this part of the coaft, the 
Solllhernmoft of which is the Mewfione. h is a 
round elevated rock, five or fiX leagues diftant 
from the South Weft Cape, in the dirdlion of 
South 55" Eail. 

At noon, our latilude was 43° 47' South, longi
tude 147 0 ~ft; and tbe fitualion of the lands 
round liS as follows: An elevated round-topped hill 
bore North L7' Weft; the South Weft Cape North 
74" Weft; rhe Mewftone Weft .} North; Swilly 
1I1e or R0Ck Somh 490 Eaft; and the South Eall 
or South Cape North 40° Eaft, diftant m:ar three 

league". 
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1?77. leagues. The land between the South Weft and 
January. the South Capes is broken and hilly, the eoaft 

'---v--I winding, with points fhooting out from it; but we 
were too far off, to be able to judge whether the 
bays formed by thefe points were fheltered from the 
rea-winds. The bay which appeared to be the 
largeft and deepeft, lies to the Weft ward of the 
peaked hill above· mentioned. The variation of 
the compafs here, was SU IS' Eaft. 

At fix o'clock in the afternoon we founded, and 
found fixty fathoms water, over a bottom of broken 
coral and fhells. The South Cape then bore North 
75° Weft, two or three leagues diftant; Tafman's 
Head North Eaft; and Swilly Rock South by 
Weft .;. Weft. About a league to the Eaftwatd 
of Swilly, is another elevated rock, that is not 
taken notice of by Captain Furneaux. I called it 
the Eddyftone, from its very great refemblance 
to that light-houfe. Nature feems to have left 
thefe two rocks here, for the fame purpofe that the 
Eddyftone light-houfe was built by man, viz. to 
give navigators notice of the dangers around them. 
For they are the eonfpicuous fummits of a ledge of 
rocks under water, on which the fea, in many 
places, breaks very high. Their furface is white 
wi.h the dung of fea-fowls; fo that they may be 
feen at fame diftance, even in the night. On the 
North Eaft fide of Storm Bay, which lies between 
the South Cape and Tarman's Head, there are 
fame coves or creeks, that feemed to be fheltered 
from the fea-winds; and I am of opinion that, 
were this coaft examined, there would be found 
fome good harbours . 

. Soon after we had fight of land the. Wefterly 
wmds left us, and were fucceeded by variable light 

Sunday~6. airs and alternate calms, till the 26th at noon. At 
that time a breeze fprung up and frefhened at 

South 
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South Eaft, which put it in my power to carry into I",. 

execution the defign I had, upon due confideration, ~ 
formed, of carrying the !hips into Adventure Bay, 
where I might expect to get a fupply of wood 
and of grafs for the cattle; of both which articles 
we !hould, as I now found, have been in great 
want, if I had waited till our arrival in New Zea-
hnd. We therefore ftood for the bay, and anchor-
ed in it at four o'clock in the afternoon, in twelve 
fathoms water, over a bottom of fand and ouCe. 
Penguin Ifland, which lies clofe to the Eaft point of 
the bay, bore North 84° Eaft; the Southernmoft 
point of Maria's Iflands bore North 76° ~ Eaft; 
aod Cape Frederic Henry, or the North point of the 
bay, bore North 33° Eaft. Our diftance from the 
neareft !hore was about three quarters of a mile. 

As foon as we had anchored, I ordered the boats 
to be hoifted out. In one of them I went myfelf, 
to look for the moft commodious place for furni!h
ing ourfelves with the neceffary fupplies; and 
Captain Clerke went in his boat upon the fame 
fervice. Wood and water we found in plenty, 
and in finiations convenient enough, efpecially the 
firft. But grafs, of which we ftood moft in need, 
was fcarce, and alCo very coarfe. NecelIity, how-
ever, obliged us to take fuch as we could get. Mond. "7· 

Next morning early, I fent Lieutenant King to 
the Eaft fide of the bay with two parties; one 
to cut wood, and the other to cut graCs, under 
the protection of the marines, whom I judged 
it prudent to land as a guard. For although, 
as yet, none of the natives had appeared, there 
could be no doubt that fome were in our neigh
bourhood, as we had feen columns of fmoke, 
from the time of our approaching the coaft; and 
fome now was obferved, at no great diftance up 
in the woods. I alCo fent the launch for water; 

I and 
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1m. and afterwards vHited all the parties myfelf. 10 
January. the evening, we drew the feine at the head of 
"-v--I the bay, and, at one baul, caught a great quantity 

of fifh. We fhould have got many more, had not 
the net broken in drawing it ailiore. Moft of 
them were of that fort known to fearnen by the 
Dame of elephant fifh. After this everyone re
paired on board with what wood and gra(s we had 
cut, that we might be ready to fail whenever the 
wind fhOllld Cerve. 

Tuefd.2.8. This not happening next morning, the people 
were fent on £hore again, 00 the fame duty as 
the day before. I a.\(o employed the carpenter, 
with part of his crew~ to Cllt fome Cpars for the 
uCe of the fhip; and dtfpatched Mr. Roberts, 
one of the mates, in a fmall boat to Cu.vey the 
bay. 

In the afterfIDon. we were agreeably furpri(ed, 
at the place where we wete cutting wood, with. 
a vifit from (orne of the natives; eight men and 
a boy. They approacbed us fwm the woods, 
without betraying any marks of fear, or rather 
with the greateft confidence imaginable; for Done 
of them had any weapons, except one who held in 
his band a frick about two feet long, and pointed 
at one end. 

They were quite naked, and wore no orna
ments; lInlels we confider as Cuch, and as· a proof 
of their love of finery, fome large punctures or 
ridges rai(ed on different parts of their bodies, fome 
in ftraigllt, and others in curved·linCls. 

They were of the common ftature, but rather 
Oeoder. Their /kin was black, and alfo their hair, 
which was as woolly as that of any native of 
Guinea; but they were not diftinguilhed by re
markably thick lips, nor flat nofes. On the !:,on
trary, their features were far from being diCagree-

able. 
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able. They had pretty good eyes; and their teeth '777. 
were tolerably even, but very dirty. Moil: of them January. 
had their hair and beards fmeared with a red oint-~ 
ment; and fame had their faces alfo painted with 
the fame compofition. . 

They received every prefent we made to them, 
without the lean appearance of fatisfaClion. When 
fome bread was given, as foon as they underftood 
that it was to be eaten, they either returned it,. 
or threw it away, without even tafting it. They 
alfo refufed fame elephant fith, both raw and dref
fed, which we offered to them. Bm upon giving. 
fame birds to them, they did not return thefe, 
and eafily made us comprehend that they were 
fond of fuch food. I had brought two pigs a!hore,. 
with a view to leave them in the woods. The 
inftant thefe came within their reach, they feized 
them, as a dog would have done, by the ears, and 
were for carrying them off immediately; with no 
other intention, as we could perceive, but to kilt 
them. 

Being defirous of knowing the ufe of the ftick 
which one of our vifiters carried in his hand, I 
made figns to them to !hew me; and fo far fuc
ceeded, that one of them fet up a piece of wood 
as a mark, and threw at it, at the diftance of about 
twenty yards. But we had little reafon to com
mend his dexterity; for after repeated trials, he 
was ftil! very wide from the objeCt. Omai, to 
thew them how much fuperior our weapons were 
to theirs, then fired his mufquet at it; which 
alarmed them fo much, that natwithftanding all 
we could do or fay, they ran infiantly into the 
woods. One of them was fo frightened, that he 
let drop an axe and two knives, that had been 
given to him. From us, however, they went to 
the place, where fame of the DiCcovery's people 
were employed in taking water into their blilat. 

VOL. I. H The 
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'777. The officer of that party, not knowing that. th.ey 
January. had paid us fo friendly a vifit, nC?r what. theIr .10-

~ tent might be, fired a mufquet In the aIr, whIch 
fent them off with the greateft precipitation. 

Thus ended our firft interview with the natives. 
Immediately after their final retreat, judging that 
their fears would prevent their remaining near 
enough to obferve what was paf1ing, I ordered 
the two pigs, being a boar and fow, to be car· 
ried about a mile within the woods, at the head 
of the bay. I faw them left there, by the fide 
of a frefh·water brook. A young bull and a cow, 
and fame fheep and gOllts, were alfo, a't firft, in· 
tended to have been left by me, as an additi
onal prefent to Van Diemen's Land. But I foon 
laid afide all thoughts of this, from a perfuafion 
that the natives, incapable of entering into my 
views of improving their country, would deft roy 
them. If ever they fhould meet with the pigs, 
1 have no doubt this will be their fate. But as 
that race of animals foon becomes wild, and is fond 
of the thickeft cover of the woods, there is great 
probability of their being preferved. An open 
place muft have been chofen for the accommo
dation of the other cattle; and in fuch a fitua
tion, they could not potlibly have remained con
cealed many days. 

Wedn.29· The morning of the 29th was ufhered in with 
a dead calm, which continued all day, and effec
tually prevented ollr failing. I therefore fent a 
party over to the eaft point of the bay to cut-grafs; 
having been informed that fome of a fuperior 
quality grew there. Another party, to cut wood, 
was or~ered to go to the ufual place, and I ac
compamed them my fel f. We had oblerved fe
veral of the natives, this morning, fallntering 
along the fhore, which affllred us, that though 

their 
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their conl1:ernation had made them leave us fo '777. 
abruptly the day before, they were convinced that January. 

we intended them no mifchief, and were defirous '--v--J 
of renewing the intercourfe. It was natural that 
I Ihould wilh to be prefent on the occafion. 

We had not been long landed, before abo\lt 
twenty of them, men and boys, joined us, with, 
out expreffing the leaft fign of fear or dillruft. 
There was one of this company conrpicuoL)ily 
deformed; and who was not more dillinguilhable 
by the hump upon his back, than by the drollery 
of his geftures, and the feeming humour of his 
fpeeches; which he was very fond of exhibiting, 
as we fuppofed, for our entertainment. But, nn· 
fortunately, we could not underftand him; the 
language fpoken here being wholly unintelligible 
to us. It appeared to me, to be different from 
that fpoken by the inhabitants of the more north
ern parts of this country, whom I met with in 
my firft voyage; which is not extraordinary, fince 
thofe we now faw, and thofe we then vifited, 
differ in many other refpeCl:s *. Nor did they 
feem to be fuch miferable wretches as the natives 

if The moll Ilriking difference feems to be with "gard to the 
texture of the hair. The natives whom Captain Cook met with 
at Endeavour River in '769, are faid, by him, to have natural[y 
long and black hair, though it be "niverJal(y cropped ./hort. In 
general it is .firait, hut Jometimes it has a flight curl. We Jaw 
none that ".)Jas not matted and filthy. Their heards were of tlu 
Jame colour with the hair, and bo/hyand thick. See Hawkef
worth's ColIeCiion, Vo\. iii. chap. S. p. 632. 

It may be neceffary to mention here, 011 the authority of Cap
tain King, that Captain Cook was very unwilling to allow that 
the hair of the natives noW met with in Adventure Bay was wool
[y, fancying that his people, who firft obferved this, had beell 
deceived, from its being clotted with greafe and red oc~re. But 
Captain King prevailed upon him afterward, to examme care
fully the hair 9f the boys, which was generally. as well a. that 
of the women, free from this dirt; and then he owned himfelf 
fatislied that it was naturally wool[y. Perhaps we may fuppore 
it poffible, that he himfelf had been deceived when he was ill 
Endeavour River, from this very circumftance; as he exprefsly 
fays, that they Jaw none that was not matted andfilthy. 

H :2 whom 
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'771. whom Dampier mentions to have feen on its weft
January. ern coaft *. 
~ Some of our prefent groupe wore, loofe,. round 

their necks, three or four folds of {mall cord. made 
of the fur of fame animal; and others of them 
had a narrow flip of the kal1gooroo !kin tied rOllnd 
their aneles. I gave to each of them a ftring of 
beads, and a medal; which I thought they receiv
ed with fame fatisfaCtion. They feemed to fet 
no value on iron, or on iron tools. They were 
even ignorant of the ufe of filh-hooks, if we might 
judge from their manner of looking at fome of 
ours which we Ihewed to them. 

We cannot, however, fuppofe it to be poffible 
that a people who inhabit a fea-coaft, and who 
feem to derive no part of their fuftenance 'from 
the produCtions of the ground, Ihould not be ac
quainted with fome mode of catchiRg filh, although 
we did not happen to fee any of them thus em
ployed; nor obferve any canoe or ve{fel. in which 
they could go upon the water. Though they ab
folutely rejeCted the (art of filh that we offered 
to them, it was evident that Ihell-filh, at leaft, 

• And yet Dampier's New Hollanders, on the Wellern coall, 
bear a Ilriking refemblance to Captain Cuok's at Van Diemen's 
Land, in many remarkable infiances : 

1ft, As to their becoming familiar with the 1hangers. 
2dly, As to their perfon,; being {haight-bodied, and thin; 

their /kin black. and black, fhort, curled hair, like the Negroes 
of Guinea; with wide mouths. 

3dly, As to their wretch~d condition; having no houfes n() 
garme~tJ no canoes, no infirument ;0. catch large ~tb ;' feeding 
on brOiled mufcles, cockles, and penwlnckIes; havmg n:o fruits 
of the earth; their weap,mo a Ilraight pole, fharpened and hard
ened at the end, &'c. &c. 

The chief peculiarities of Dampier's mijerahle wrefches "r~ 
1ft, Th~ir eye-lids being always half elofed, to keep the flie~ 
out, .whIch wer. exceHively troublefome there: and, 2dly, Their 
wanting the two fore-teeth of the upper jaw, and their having 
no beards. See Dampier's r~)lages, Vol. i. p. 464, &c. There 
feems to be no reafon for fuppoling that Dampier was miftakell 
in the above aCCQUllt of w hat he fa w • 

made 
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made a part of their food, from the many heaps '777. 
of mufcle·/hells we faw in different parts near Ja!luary. 

the /hore, and about fame deferted habitations '-y--J 

near the head of the bay. Thefe were little /htds 
or hovels built of flicks, and covered with bark. 
We could alfo perceive evident figns of their 
{ometimes taking up their abode in the trunks 
of large trees, which bad been hollowed out by 
fire, mofl probably for this very purpofe. In or 
near all thefe habitations, and wherever there was 
a heap of /hells, there remained the marks of 
fire; an indubitable proof that they do not eat 
their food raW. 

After fraying about an hour with the wooding 
party and the natives, as I could now be pretty 
confident that the latter were not likely to give 
the former any diflurbance, I left them, and went 
over to the grafs-cutters on the Eaft point of the 
bay, and found that they had met with a fine 
patch. Having feen the boats loaded, I left that 
party, and returned on board to dinner; where, 
fame time after, Lieutenant King arrived. 

From him I learnt, that I had but juft left the 
f}Jore. when feveral women and children made 
their appearance, and were introduced to him by 
fame of the men who aw::nd~d them, He gave 
prefents to all of them, of fuch trifles as he had 
about him, Thefe females wore a k,mgooroo !kin 

. (in the fame !bape as it came from the animal) 
tied over the fhoulders, and round the waift. But 
its only ufe feemed to be, to fupport their chil. 
dren wben carried on their backs; for it did not 
cover thofe parts which moil: nations conceal; be
ing, in all other refpetls, as naked as the men, 
2nd as black, and their bodies marked with {car~ 
in the fame manner. But in this they differed 
ffom the men, tha~ though their hair was of the 

farn~ 
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1777. fame colour and texture, fome of t~em had the!r 
January. heads completely {horn or {haved; III others thIs 
~ operation had been performed only on one fide, 

while the refl: of them had all the upper part of 
the head {horn clofe, leaving a circle of hair ~1l 
round, fClmewhat like the tonfure of the Romlfh 
Eccleliafl:ics .,. Many of the children had fine 
features, and were thought pretty; but of the pe.r
fons of the women, efpecially thofe advanced In 

years, a lefs favOluable report was made. How
ever, fame of the gentlemen belonging to the 
Difcovery, I was told, paid their addrdfes, and 
made liberal offers of prefents, which were re
jeCted with great difdain; whether from a fenfe 
of virtue, or the fear of difpleafing their men, 
I {hall not pretend to determine. That this gal
lantry was not very agreeable to the latter, is 
certain: for an elderly man, as foon as he ob
ferved it, ordered alI the women and children to 
retire, which they obeyed, though fame of them 
{hewed a little reluCtance. 

This conduCt of Europeans amongfl: Savages to 
their women, is highly blameable; as it creates 
a jealoufy in their men, that may be attended with 
confequences fnal to the fuccefs of the common 
enterprize, and to the whole body of adventurers, 

.. Captain Cnol;'s :i.CCQunt of th'e natives of Vall Diemen's 
Land, in this Chapter, 110 doubt proves that they differ, in many 
rejpeCls, a; he fays, from the inhabitants of the more northerly 
p~rt' at ti:o Ea!! ewft of New Holland, whom he met with in 
hls £lrn voyagt:. It feems ~-ery remarkable, however, that the 
only ":oman .or of bis people came clofe to, in Botany Bay, 
fhould hal'e her hair cropped./hort; wbile the man who was with 
ber, is faid to have had the hair of his head hufly, and his beard 
/or.g a,~j rough. Hawkefworth's ColleClion, Vol. iii. p. 50Z. 
Co~ld the na11ves of \; an Dit"men's Land be more accurately de
fenbed,. than by fayin;; that the hair of the mens heads is hufly, 
alld thezr heards long and rough, and that the 'Women's hair is 
c!'opped ,/hort P So tar No~th, therefore, as Botany Bay, the na
tive. of the Eaft coaft of Ne.v Holland feem to refemble thofe of 
Van Diemen's Land, in this circumftance. 

without 



THE . PAC I FIe 0 C E A N. JOJ 

without advancing the private purpofe of the in- '777. 
dividual, or enabling him to gain the object of January., 

his wilhes. I believe it has been generally found '--v---' 
amongft uncivilized people, that where the women 
are ea[y of accefs, the men are the firft to offer 
them to {hangers; and that, where this is not the 
cafe, neither the allurement of prefents, nor the 
opportunity of privacy, will be likely to have the 
defired effect. This obfervation, I am fure, will 
hold good, throughout all the parts of the South 
Sea where I have been. Why then Ihould men 
act fo abfurd a part, as to rilk their own fafety, 
and that of all their companions, in purfuit of a 
gratification which they have no probability of 
obtaining? 

In the afternoon I went again to the grafs-cut
ters, to forward their work. 1 found them then 
upon Penguin Wand, where they had met with a 
plentiful crop of excellent grafs. We laboured 
hard till [un-fet, and then repaired on board, fa
tisfied with the quantity we had collected, and 
which I judged [ufficient to laft till our arrival in 
New Zealand. 

During our whole ftay, we had either calms or 
light airs from the Eaftward. Little or no time, 
therefore, was loft by my putting in at this place. 
For if I had kept the fea, we Ihould not have been 
twenty leagues advanced farther on our voyage. 
And, Ihort as our continuance was here, it has 
enabled me to add fomewhat to the imperfect ac
quaintance that hath hitherto b&en acquired, with 
this part of the globe. .. 

Van Diemen's Land has been tWice vdited before. 
It was fo named by Tafman, who difcovered it in 
November 1642. From that ti~e it had ~fcaped ~ll 
farther notice by Europe~m navlgators, ttll Captam 
Furneaux touched at it in March '773, I hardly 

need 
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'777, need (ay, that it is the Southern point of New 
J:inuary. Holland which if it doth not deferve the name of 
'--v:--' a contin'ent, is by far the largeft ifland in the 

world. 
The land is, for the moft part, of a good height, 

diverlified with hills and valleys, and every where 
of a greenilh hue. It is well wooded; and if one 
may judge from appearances, and from what ~e 
met with in Adventure Bay, is not ill fupphcd 
with water. We found plenty of it in three or 
four places in this bay. The beft, or what is moft 
convenient for Ihips that touch here, is a rivulet. 
which is one of feveral that fall into a pond, that 
lies behind the beach at the head of the bay. It 
there mixes with the fea-water; fo that it muft be 
taken up above this pond, which may be done 
without any great trouble. Fire-wood is to be got, 
with great eafe, in feveral places. 

The only wind to which this bay is expofed, 
is the North Eaft. But as this wind blows from 
Maria's i11ands, it can bring no very great fea 
along with it; and therefore, upon the whole, 
this may be accounted a very fafe road. The 
bottom is clean, good holding ground; and the 
depth of water from twelve, to five and four fa
thoms. But the annexed Chart will convey a bet
ter idea of every thing neceifary to be known about 
Adventure Bay, than any defcription. 

Captain' Furneaux's {ketch of Van Diemen',s 
Land, pllblilhed with the Narrative of my laft 
Voyage·, appears to me to be without any ma
teri.al error, except wilh regard to Maria's I11ands, 
which have a different fituation from what is there 
reprefented. What my idea of them is, will be 
feen in the {ketch of that coaft here inferred; and 

• V~l. i. p. liS. 

I infert 
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I infert it, not ag the refult of a more faithful, but 1777. 
merely of a fecond examination. The longitude January. 

was determined by a great number of lunar obfer- "--v--J 
vations, which we had before we made the land, 
while we were in fight of it, and after we had left 
it; and reduced to Adventure Bay, and the feveral 
principal points, by the time-keeper. The fol-
lowing Table will exhibit both the longitude and 
latitude at one view: 

Adventure Bay, -
Tafman's Head, -
South Cape, - -
South Weft Cape, -
S willy me, 

Latitude South. Longitude Eall. 
43u 21' 20'-147° 29' 0' 
43 33 0- 147 28 0 
43 42 0- 146 56 0 

43 37 0 - 146 7 0 

43 55 0-147 6 0 

Ad } Variation of the compafs s· IS' Eaft. 

t 
vB en- Dip of the South End of the Needle 

ure ay, 70° lsi. 

We had high-water on the 29th, being two 
days before the laft quarter of the moon, at nine 
in the morning. The perpendicular rife then was 
eighteen inches; and there was no appearance of 
its having ever exceeded two feet and a half. 
Thefe are all the memorials ufeful to navigation, 
which my (hort ftay has enabled me to preferve, 
with refpett to Van Diemen's Land. 

Mr. Anderfon, my Surgeon, with his ufual di
ligence, fpent the few days we remained in Adven. 
ture Bay, in examining the country. His account 
of its natural productions, with which he favoured 
me, will more than compenfate for my filence 
about them: fame of his remarks on the inhabit
ants will fupply what I may have omitted or re
prefeijted imperfe~)y, and his fpecimen of their 
. language, 
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'777. language, however fhort, will. be thought worth 
January. attending to, by thofe who WI!h to coJlect mate
'--v--I rials for tracing the origin of nations. I !hall only 

premife, that the tall 1haight foreft trees. which -
Mr. Anderfon defcribes in the following account, 
are of a different fort from thofe which are found 
in the more Northern parts of this eoaft. The 
wood is very long and c1ofe-grained; extremely 
tough; fit for fpars, oars, and many ,other ures; 
and would, on occafion, make good mafts (perhaps 
none better), if a method could be found to 
lighten it. 

" At the bottom of Adventure Bay is a beau
tiful fandy beach, which feems to be wholly 
formed by the particles wa!hed by the fea from a 
very fine white fand·ftone, that in many places 
bounds the lhore, and of which Fluted Cape, in 
the neighbourhood, from its appearance, feems to 
be compored. This beach is about two miles 
long, and is excellently adapted for hauling a feine, 
which both !hips did repeatedly with fuccefs. Be
hind this, is a plain or flat, with a faIt, or rather 
bracki!h lake (running in length parallel with the 
beach), om of which we caught, with angling 
rods, many whiti!h bream, and fame fmall trout. 
The other parts of the country adjoining the bay 
are quite hilly; and both thofe and the flat are an 
entire foreft of very tall trees, rendered almoft im
pafIible by lhrubs, brakes of fern, and fallen 
trees; except on the fides of fame of the hills, 
where the trees are but thin, and a coarfe-grafs is 
the only interruption. 

To the Northward of the bay there is low lan.d, 
ftretching farther than the eye can reach, which is 
only covered with wood in certain fpots; but we 
~lad . no opportunity t~ examine in what refpects 
It dIffered from the hIlly country. The foil on 

the 
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the flat land is either fandy, or confifts of a yeJ- 1177. 
lowilb mould, and, in fome places, of a reddilb January. 
clay. The fame is found on the lower part of the ---r
hills; but farther up, efpecially where there are 
few trees, it is of a grey tough caft, to appearance 
very poor. 

In the valleys between the hills, the water drains 
down from their fides; and at laft, in fome places, 
forms fmall brooks; fuch indeed as were fufficient 
t@ fupply us with water, but by no means of that 
fize we might expeCl: in fo extenfive a country, 
efpecially as it is both hilly and well wooded. 
Upon the whole, it has many marks of being na
turally a very dry country; and perhaps might 
(independent of its wood) be compared to Africa, 
about the Cape of Good Hope, though that lies 
ten degrees farther Northward, rather than to New 
Zealand, on its other fide, in the fame latitude, 
where we find every valley, however fmalI, fur
nilbed with a confiderable ftream of water. The 
heat too appears to be great, as the thermometer 
ftood at 64, 70, and once at 74. And it was re
marked, that birds were feldom killed an hour or 
two, before they were almoft covered with fmall 
maggots, which I would rather attribute merely 
to the heat; as we had not any reafon to fuppofe 
there is a peculiar difpofition in the climate to ren
der fubftances foon putrid. 

No mineral bodies, nor indeed ftones of any 
other fort, but the white fand one already mention
ed, were obferved. 

Amongft the vegetable productions, there is not 
one, that we could find, which afforded the fmalleft 
fubfiftence for man. 

The foreft trees are all of one fort, growing to 
a great height, and in general quite ftraight, 
J>ranching but little, till towards the top. The 

. bark 
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1777. bark is white, which makes them appear, at a 
January. diftance, as if they had been peeled; it is alfo 

I....--y-.....I thick; and within it are fometimes colleCl:ed, 
pieces of a reddi/b tranfparent gum or refin, which 
has an aftringent lafte. The leaves of this tree 
are Icng, narrow, ar.d pointed; and it bears elufters 
of fmall while flowers, whofe cups were, at this 
time, plentifully fcattered about the ground, with 
another fort refembling them fomewhat in /bape, 
but much larger; which makes it probable that 
there are two fpecies of this tree. The bark of 
the finaller branches, fruit, and leaves, have an 
agreeable pungent tafte, and aromatic linell, not 
unlike peppermint; and in its nature, it has [orne 
affinity to the myrtus of botanifts. 

The moft common tree, next to this, is a [mall 
one about ten feet high, branching pretty much, 
with narrow leaves, and a large, yellow, cylindri
cal flower, conlifting only of a vaft number of fila
ments; which, being /bed, leave a fruit like a 
pine top. Both the above-mentioned trees are un
known in Eurcpe. 

The underwood con lifts chiefly of a /brub [ome~ 
what refembling a myrtle, and which feems to be 
the lept?jper111Utn fcoparium, mentioned in Dr. Forf~ 
ter's Cbar. Gen. Plallt.; and, in fome places, of 
another, rather fmaIler, which is a new fpecies of 
the melaffllc.r of Li:lIl<'eus. 

Of other plants. which are by no means numer
ous, there is afpecies of gladiolus, ru/b, bell-flower, 
famphire, a fmall fort of weod-forrel, milk-wort, 
cudweed, .and Job's tears; with a few Olbers, pe
culiar to the place, Tbere are feveral kinds of 
fern, as polypody, fpleenwort, female fern, and 
rome molTes; but the fpecies are either common, 
or at leaft found in fome other countries, efpecially 
New Zealanq, 

The 
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The only animal of the quadruped kind we 'm. 
gor, was a fort of op?ifum, abollt twice the fize January. 

of a large rat; and IS, moft probably, the male '-v--.J 
of thatJpecies found at Endeavour River, as men-
tioned in Hawkefworth'£ Collection of Voyages •. 
It is of a dulky colour above, tinged with a 
brown or rully caft, and whitilh below. About 
a third of the tail, towards irs tip, is white, and 
bare underneath; by which it probably hangs on 
the branches of trees, as it climbs thele, and 
lives on benies. The kangooroo, another animal 
found farther Northward in New Holland, as de-
fcribed in the fame Voyage t, without all doubt 
alfo inhabits here, as the natives we met with had 
fome pieces of their tkins; and we feveral times 
faw animals, though indiftinctly, run from the 
thickets when we walked in the woods, which, 
from the fize, could be no other. It Ihould feem 
al(o, that they are in confiderable numbers, from 
the dung we faw almoft every where, and from 
the n:lrrow tr~cks or palhs they have made amongft 
the Ihrubbery. 

There are feveral forts of birds, but all fa (caree 
and thy, that they are evidently haraiTed by the 
natives, who, perhaps, draw much of their fuh
fiftence from them. In the woods, the principal 
(orts are large brown hawks or eagles; crows, 
nearly the fame as ours in England; yellowitll pa
roquers; and large pigeons. There are alto three 
or four fmall birds, one of which is of the lhfllih 
kind; alid another (mall one, with a pretty long 
tail, has part of the head and neck of a moft beau
tiful azure colour; from whence we named it 
m'tacilia cyanea. 01 the Ihore were feveral com
mOD and tea gulls; a few black oyfter catchers, 

!II' Vol. iii. p. 586, ;. Ibid. p. sn. 
or 
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'7". or rea pies; and a pretty plover of a ftone co
January. lour, with a black hood. About the pond or lake 
~ behind the beach, a few wild ducks were feen; 

and fome iliags ufed to perch upon the high leaf
lees trees n ear the iliore. 

Some pretty large blackiili {nakes were feen in 
the woods; and we killed a large, hitherto un
known, lizard, fifteen inches long and fix round, 
elegantly clouded with black and yellow; be fides 
a fmall fort, of a brown gilded colour above, and 
TUfty below. 

The fea affords a much greater plenty, and at 
leaft as great a variety as the land. Of thefe the 
elephant fiili, or pejegallo, mentioned in Frezier's 
Voyage*, are the moft numerous; and though 
inferior to many other fiili, were very palatable 
food. Several large rays, nurfes, and fmallieather
jackets were caught; with fome fmall white bream, 
which were firmer and better than thofe caught in 
the lake. We likewife got a few foles and floun
ders; two forts of gurnards, one of them a new 

Jpecies; fome fmall fpotted mullet; and, very un-
expeCtedly, the fmall fiili with a filver band on its 
fide, called atherina hep/etus by Halfelquift t. 

But that next in number, and fuperior in good
nefs, to the elephant fiili, was a fort none of us 
recolleCted to have feen before. It partakes of 
the nature both of a round and of a flat fifh, 
having the eyes placed very near each other; 
thefore-pa.rt of the body much flattened or de
prelfed, and the reft rounded. It is of a brown
iili fandy colour, with rufty fpots on the upper 
part, and wliitiili below. From the quantity 
of fiime it was always covered with, it (eems 

,. Tom. ii. p. ~ II. umo. Planclile XVII. 
tIter Pa/"jiimlm. 

to 
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to live after the manner of flat fi{b, at the bot- I'm. 
tom. January. 

Upon tl1e rocks are plenty of mufcles, and fome '-r--J 
other fmall {bell-fi{b. There are alfo great num-
bers ~f. fea-fiars; fome {mall limpets} and large 
quantlttes of fponge; one .cort of which, that is 
thrown on {bore by .the fea, but not very common, 
has a mofi delicate texture; and another, is the 
fpongia dichotoma. 

Many pretty MeduJa'sheads were found upon 
the beach; and the fiinking laplyjia or fea~hare, 
which, as mentioned by fome authors, has the 
property of taking off the hair by the acrimony 
of its juice; but this fort was deficient in this 
refpeCt. 

InfeCts, though not numerous, are here in con
fiderable variety. Amongft them are grafshop
pers, butterflies, and feveral forts of fmall moths, 
finely variegated. There are two forts of dragon
flies, gad-flies, camel-flies; feveral forts of fpiders; 
and fame fcorpions; but the laft are rather rare. 
The moft troublefome, though not very numerous 
tribe of infeCts, are the mufquitoes; and a large 
black ant, the pain of whofe bite is almoft intole
rable, during the {bort time it lafis. The muC
qui toes, alfo, make lip the deficiency of their 
number, by the feverity of their venemous pro
hofcis. 

The inhabitants whom we met with here, had 
little of that fierce or wild appearance common 
to people in their fituation; but, on the con
trary, feemed mild and cheerful, without referve 
or jealoufy of ftrangers. This, kowever, may arife 
from thei r having little to lofe or care for. 

With 
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J777. With refpect to perfonal activity or genius, we 
January. can fay but little of either. They do not feem 
'--v--J to pofi"efs the firft in any remarkable degree; and 

as for the laft, they have, to appearance, lefs 
than even the half-animated inhabitants of Terra del 
Fuego, who have not invention fufficient to make 
clothing for defending themfelves from the rigor 
of their climate, though furnifhed with the ma
terials. The fmall fiick, rudely pointed, which 
one of them carried in his hand, was the only 
thing we faw that required any mechanical ex· 
ertion, if we except the fixing on the feet of fome 
of them pieces of kangooroo fkin, tied with thongs; 
though it could not be learnt whether thefe were 
in ufe as {hoes, or only to defend fome fore. It 
mufi be owned, however, they are mafiers of 
fame contrivance, in the manner of cutting their 
arms and bodies in Jines of different lengths and 
directions, which are raifed confiderably above the 
furface of the !kin, fa that it is difficult to guefs 
~he method they ufe in executing this embroidery 
of their perfons. Their not expreffing that fur
prize which one might have expected from their 
feeing men fa much unlike themCelves, and things, 
to which, we were _ well afi"ured, they had beell 
hitherto utter firangers; their indifference for our 
prefents; and their general inattention; were fuf
ficient proofs of thtir not pofi"effing any acute-
nefs of underfianding. -

Their colour is a dull black. and not quite fo 
deep as that of the African Negroes. It {bould 
feem alfo, that they {ometimes heightened their 
black colour, by fmutting their bodies; as a mark 
was left behind on any clean fllbftance, fuch as 
white paper, when they handled it. Their hair, 
h?~eve~, is perfeCtly wcolly, and it is clotted or 
dl~lded Into fmall parcels, like that of [he Hottentots. 
with the ufe of fome Cott of grafs, mixed wilh a 

2 red 
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red paint or ochre. which they fmear in' great '777. 
abundance over their heads. This practice, as January. 
{Orne might imagine, has not the effect of chang. ~ 
jng their hair into the frizzling texture we ob. 
ferved; for, on examining the head of a boy, 
which appeared never to have been fmeared, I 
found the hair to be of the fame kind. Their 
nofef, though not flat, are broad and full. The 
lower part of the face projects a good deal, as 
is the cafe of moll: Indians I have leen. fa that 
a line let fall from the forehead, would cut off 
a much larger portion than it would in Europe. 
ans. Their eyes are of a middling fize, with the 
white lefs clear than in us; and though not reo 
markably quick or piercing, fuch as give a frank 
cheerful call: to the whole countenance. Their teeth 
are broad, but not equal, nor well let; and, eithet 
from nature or from dirt, not of fo true a white' 
as is ufual among people of a black colour. Their' 
mouths are rather wide; but this appearance feerns 
heightened by wearing their beards long, and 
clotted with painr, in the fame manner as the 
hair on their heads. In other refpeEts, they are 
well-proportioned; though the belly feems rather 
projecting. This may be owing to the want of 
compre11ion there, which few nations do not ufe, 
more or lefs. The poftllre of which they feem 
foodeft, is to Il:and with one fide forward, or the 
upper part of the body gently reclined, and one 
hand grafping (acrofs the back) the oppaute arm, 
which hangs down by the projecting fide. 

What the ancient Poets tell us of F.IItIlS and 
Satyrr living in hollow trees, is here realized. 
Some wretched conll:ruEtions of fticks, covered 
with bark, whil;h do not even de(erve the ,name 
of huts, were indeed found near the (hare in the 
bay; but there reemed only to have been erected 
for temporary purpofes; and many of their largefl; 

VO~. I. I treefj 
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'777, trees were converted into more comfortable ha
January. bitations. Thefe had their trunks hollowed out 
'--v-J by fire, to the height of fix or feven feet; and 

that they take up -their abode: in them fometimes, 
was evident from the hearths, made of clay, to 
contain the fire in the middle, leaving room for 
four or five per[ons to fit round it"'. At the [arne 
time, thefe places of Ihelter are durable; for they 
take care to leave one fide of the tree found, which 
is fufficient to keep it growing as luxuriantly as 
thofe which remain untouched. 

The inhabitants of this place are, doubdefs, 
from the fame frock with thofe of the Northern 
parts of New Holland. Though fome of the cir
cumfiances mentioned by Dampier, relative to 
thofe he met with on the Wefiern coafr of this 
country, fnch as their defective fight, and want 
'of fore-teeth, are not found here; and though 
Hawkefworth's account of thofe met with by Cap
tain Cook on the Eafr fide, thews alfo that they 
differ in many refpects; yet frill, tlpon the whole, 
I am perfuaded that difrance of place, entire fe
paration, diverfityof climate, and length of time, 
all concurring to operate, will a'ccount for greater 

. differences, both as to their perfons and as to their 
cuftoms, than really exifr between our Van Die~ 
men's La.nd natives, and thofe defcribed by Dam
pier, and in Captain Cook's firfr voyage. This is 
certain, that the figure of one of thofe feen in En
deavour River, and reprefented in Sidney Parkin
fan's Journal of that voyage, very much refembles 
our ~lfiters in Adventure Bay. That there is not 
the Itke refemblance in their language, is a circum_ 
fiance that need' not create any difficulty. For 

'" Tafman, when in the bay of Frederick Henry, adjoining 
to Adventur"- Bay, found two trees, oneof which was two fathoms, 
31ld the o~her two fathoms and a half in girth, and fixty or fixty
five feet hIgh, from the root to the branches, See his royage in 
Harris's CQ/Jeflion, Campbell's Edition, Vol. i. p. lz6. ' 

thcu~h 
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t~ough the agreement of the languages of people living '777. 
dlftant from each other, may be affumed as a thong January. 

argument for their having fprung from one com-~ 
mon fource; difagreement of .language is by no 
means a prqof of the contrary". 

However, we muft have a far more intimate ac
quaintance with the languages fpoken here and in 
the more Northern parts of New Holland, before 
we can be warranted to pronounce that they are 
totally different. Nay, we have good grounds 
for the oppolite opinion; for we found that the 
animal called kangooroo at Endeavour river, was 
known under the fame name here; and I need not 
obferve, that it is fcarcely poflible to Cuppofe that 
this was not tranfmitted from one another, but 
accidentally adopted by two nations, differing in 
language and extraction. Belides, as it (eems 
very improbable that the Van Diemen's Land in
habitants fhould have ever loft the uCe of canoes 
or [ailing veffels, if they had been originally con
veyed thither by rea, we mllft necetfarily admit 
that they, as well as the kaltgooroQ itfelf, have been 

,. The ingenious Auth'or of Rlc!terchesjur les Americains, iIluf
trates the grounds of this affertion in the following fatisfactory 
manner: .. C'ell quelque chofe de furprellant, que la foule de. 
" idiomes, tous varies entr'eux, flue parlent les nature Is de 
" l'Amerique Septentrionale. <l!!'on reduife ces idiomes it des 
H racines, qu'on les fimplifie, qu'on en 'fepare les dialectes & les 
U jargons derives, il en refulte toujours cinq Oll fix hngues-meres, 
" refpe~vement incomprehenfibles. On a obferve la meme 
" fingularite dans la Siberie & la Tartarie, OU Ie nombre des 
.. idiomes & des dialectes, ell <galement multiplie; & rien n'ell 
" plus co~mu!l) que d'y voir deux hor~es voifin.es ,q?-i, ne ~e com
e' prennent pOInt. On retrouve cette meme nlultlpllclte de Jargons 
H dans toutes les Provinces de I'Amerique Meridionale," [He 
might alfo have included Africa) .. II Y a beaucoup d'appa
" renee que la 'Vie jauvage, ~n d.iJPerjant les homm~s par petItes 
" troupes ijo//es dans des bOlS 'palS, oC'C'ajione nlceJfo.uem .. e.nt ;ellg 
" grande di'V.r:Jiti des langues, dont Ie nomb,e dtmmue a mefure 
" que la fociete, en raiTeml>lant .1e~ barbares vag~bonds, en for~e 
" un corps de nation. ~Iors l'ldl~me Ie plus rIche, ou Ie mom.~ 
" pauvre en mot~t deVlent dommant, &: abforbe les autres. 
Tom. i. p, '59, 160. 

I 2 ftragglers 
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.1777. ftragglers by land from the more Northern parts 
~ of the country. And if there be any force in this 

obfervation, while it traces the origin of the people, 
it will, at the fame time, ferve to fix another point, 
if Captain Cook and Captain Furneaux have not 
already decided it, that New Holland is no where 
totally divided by the fea into iflands, as fame have 
imagined "'. 

As the New Hollanders {eem all to be of the 
fame extraCtion, fo neither do I think there is any 
thing peculiar in them. On the contrary, they 
much refemble many of the inhabitants whom I 
have feen at the iflands Tanna and Manicola. 
Nay, there is even fame foundation for hazarding 
a fuppolition, that they may have originally come 
from the fame place with all the inhabitants of the 
South Sea. For, of only about ten words v. hich 
we could get from them, that which expreffes 
cold, differs little from that of New Zealand and 
Otaheite; the firll: being Mallareede, the fecond 
Makka'reede, and the third Ma'reede. The reft 
of our very fcanty Van Diemen's Land Vocabulary 
is as follows: 

~adne, 
Eve'rai, 
Muidje, 
Ka'my. 
Lae'renne, 

Kay 'gee, 
No'onga, 
Teegera, 
Toga'rago, 

A woman. 
<J'he eye .. 
<J'he noje. 
<J'be teeth, m?uth, or tongue. . 
Afmall bird, a native oj the woods 

here, 
Tbe ear. 
Elevated fears Oiz the hody. 
<J'o eat. 
I mufi he gOlle, or, I will go. 

Their .pronunciation is not difagreeable, but 
rather ql\1ck; though not more fa than is that 

• Dampier feem. to be or this opinion. Viii!. iii. p. 104. I~S. 

of 
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of other nations of the South Sea; and, if we 1777. 
may depend upon the affinity of languages as a January. 

clue to guide us in difcovering the origin of na- '--v--J 
tions, I have no doubt but we Ihall find, on a 
diligent inquiry, and when opportunities offer to 
colleCt accurately a fufficient number of thefe 
words, and to compare them, that all the people 
from New Holland, Eaftward to Eafter li1and, 
have been derived from the fame common root"'." 

'Of We find Mr. Anderfon's notions on this fubjea conformable 
to thofe of Mr. Marfden, who has remarked, " that one gene
.. ral language prevailed (however mutilated and changed in the 
... courre of time) throughout all this portion of the world, from 
.. Madagafcar to the moil diilant difc"veries Eaftward; of which 
.. the Malay is a dialect, much corrupted or refined by a mix
U ture of other tongues. This very extenfive fimilarity of lan
c' guage indicates a common origin of the inhabitants; but the 
CI circumfiances and progrefs of their feparation are wrapped in 
.. the darken veil of obfcurity." HiJiory of Sumatra, P.35. 

See alfo his very curious paper, read before the Society of An
tiquaries, and publifhed in their Arcl .. "ologia, Vol. vi. p. 155; 
where his fentiments on thi. fubjea are explained more at large, 
and illuftrated by two Tables of correfp(ooding W grds. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. VII. 

<J'h~ PajJag~ from Pal: Diemm's Land tl} New 
Zealand. - Employments in §<..ueen Charlolle's 
Sound.-TranJaaions with the Natives there.
intelligence about the MajJacre of the Adven
ture's Boat's Crew.---"Account of the Chief who 
headed the Party on that Occtljion.-Of the two 
younz Mm who embark to attend Oma;. - Va
rious Remarks on the lnhabitants.-Ajlronomical 
and Nautical Obfervations. 

AT eight o'clock in the morning of the 30th ,,,,. .. . 
January. of January, a light breeze fprmgmg up at 

'--v'---J Weft, we weighed anchor, and put to fea from 
Thurf. 3°· Adventure Bay. Soon after, the wind veered to 

the Southward, and increafed to a perfect fiorm: 
Its fury abated in the evening, when 'it veered to 
the Eaft and North Eaft. 

This gale was indicated by the barometer, for 
the wind no fooner began to blow, than the mer
cury in the tube began to fall. Another remark
able thing attended the coming on of this wind, 
which was very faint at-i1rft. It brought with it 
a degree of heat that was almoft intolerable. The 
mercury in the thermometer rofe, as it were in
ftantaneouily, from about 70· to near 90.. This 
heat was of fo /hart a continuance, that it feemed 
to be wafted away before the breeze that brought 
it; fo that fome on board did not perceive it. 

We 
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We purfued our courfe to the Eaftward, "with- 1777. 
out meeting with any thing worthy of note, till February. 

the night be~ween the ?th and 7th of ' February, ~ 
when a manne belonging to the Difcovery fell 
over-board, and was never feen afterward. This 
was the fecond misfortune of the kind that had 
happened to Captain Clerke fince he Itft England. 

On the loth, at four in the afternoon, we dif- Mond. 10. 

covered the land of New Zealand. The part we 
faw proved to be Rock's Point, and bore South 
Eaft by South, about eight or nine leagues dif-
tanto During this run from Van Diemen's Land, 
the wind, for the firft four or five d~ys, was at 
North Eaft, North, and North North Weft, and 
blew, for the moft part, a gentle breeze. It after-
ward veered to South Eaft, where it remained 
twenty-four hours. It then came to Weft and 
South Weft; in which points it continued, with 
very little deviation, till we reached New Zealand. 

After making the land, I fteered for Cape 
Farewell, which at day-break, the next morning, Tuefd. II. 
bore South by Weft, diftant about four leagues. 
At eight o'clock, it bore South Weft by South, 
about five leagues diftant; and, in this fituation, 
we had forty-five fathoms water over a fandy bot-
tom. In rounding the Cape we had fifty fathoms, 
and the fame fort of bottom. 

I now fteered for Stephen's II1and, which we Wedn. 1:l. 

came up with at nine o'clock at night; and at 
ten, next morning, anchored in our old ftation, in 
QQeen Charlotte's Sound *. Unwilling to lofe any 
time, our operations commenced that very after
noon,when we landed a number of empty water-
cafks, and began to clear a place where we might 
fet up the two obfervatories, and tents for the re-

'" See the Chart of CJ.!.!een Charlotte's Sound, in Hawkefworth's 
Collcdi.o.n,. Vol. ii. p. lSS. 

ception 
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1777. ception of a guard, and of fuch of our peopr~ 
February. whofe bulinefs might make it neceffary for them too 
~ remain on fbore. 

We had not been long at anchor before feveral 
canoes, filled with natives, came along-lide of the 
fbips; but very few of them weuld venture on 
board; which appeared the more extraordinary, 
as I was well known to them all. There was one 
man in particular amongft them, whom I had 
treated with remarkable kindnefs, during the whole 
of my ftay when I was laft here. Yet now, nei
ther profeffions of friendfhip, nor prefents, could 
prevail upon him to come into the fbip. This 
fbynefs was to be accounted for only upon this fup
polition, that they were apprehenlive we had re
vilited their country, in order to revenge the death 
of Captain Furneaux's people. Seeing Omai on 
board my fbip now, w~om they muft have remem
bered to have feen on board the Adventure when 
lhe melancholy affair happened, and whofe firft 
converfation with them, as they approached, ge
lIe rally turned on that fubject, they muft be well 
affured that I was no longer a ftranger to it. I 
thought it neceifary, therefore, to ufe every en
deavour to affure them of the continuance of my 
friend!hip, and that I fbould not difturb them on 
that account. I do not know whether this had 
any weight with them; but certain it is, that they 
very foon laid afide all manner of reftraint and 
dif1:ruft. 

Tburf. 13. On the J 3th we fet up two tents, one from each 
!hip; on the (.1me fpot where we had pitched them 
formerly. The ob!ervntories were at the fame 
time erected; and Mellis. King and Bayly began 
their operations immediately. to find the rate of 
the time-keeper, and to make other obfervations. 
The remainder of the empty water-cafks were 

2 alfo 
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aleo fent on thore, with the cooper to trim,. 1??7. 
and a fufficient number of failors to fill thtm. Fehluarf· 

Two men were appointed to brew fpruce beer; '-..,--J 

and the carpenter and his crew were ordered to 
cut wood. A boat, with a party of men, under 
the diredion of one of the mates, was fent to coI-
led grafs for our cattle; and the people that re-
mained on board were employed in refitting the 
thip, and arranging the provifions. In this man-
ner, we were all profitably bufied during our 
fiay. For the protedion of the party on fhore, I 
appointed a guard of ten marines, and ordered 
arms for all the workmen; and Mr. King, and two 
or three petty officers, conftantly remained with 
them. A boat was never fent to any confiderable 
difiance from the fhips without being armed, and 
under the diredion of fuch officers as I could de-
pend upon, and who were well acquainted with 
the natives. During my former vilits to this courl-
try, I had never takenfome of thefe precautions; 
nor were they, I firmly believe, more necefEuy 
now than they had been formerly. But after the 
tragi cal fate of the Adventure's boat's crew in this 
found, and of Captain Marion du FreliJe, and of 
fame of his people, in the Bay of Hlands·, it was 
impolIible totally to diveft ourfelves of all appee-
henfion of experiencing a fimilar calamity. 

If the natives entertained any fufpicion of our 
revenging thefe aCts of barbarity, thty very foon 
laid it afide. For, during tbe courfe of tbis day. 
a areat number of families came from different 
pa~ts of [he coaft, and took lip their refidence dolt: 
50 us; fa that there was not a fpot in the cove 
where a hut could be put up, that was not occu
pied by them, except the place where we had fixed 

our 
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'777. our little encampment. This they left us in quiet 
February. potfeffion of; but they came and took away the 
'--v--' ruins of fome old huts that were there, as materials 

for their new erections. 
It is curious to obferve with what facility they 

build thefe occafional places of abode. I have 
feen above twenty of them erected on a fpot of 
ground, that, not an hour before, was covered with 
furubs and plants. They generally bring fome 
part of the materials with them; the reft they find 
upon the premifes. I was prefent when a number 
of people landed, and built one of thefe villages. 
The moment the canoes reached the fuore, the 
men leaped out, and at once took poffeffion of a 
piece of ground, by tearing up the plants and 
fhrubs, or fticking up fome part of the framing of 
a hut. They then returned to their canoes, and 
fecured their weapons, by fetting them up againft 
a tree, or placing them in fuch a pofition, that 
they could be laid hold of in an inftant. I took 
particular notice that no one neglected this pre
cam ion. While the men were employed in raifing 
the huts, the women were not idle. Some were 
ftationed to take care of the canoes; others to fe o 

cure the provifions, and the few utenfils in their 
potfeffion; and the reft went to gather dry flicks, 
that a fire might be prepared for drefiing their 
victuals. As to the children, I kept them, as alfo 
fome of the more aged, fufficiently occupied in 
fcrambling for beads, till I had emptied my pockets, 
and then I left them. 

Thefe temporary habitations are abundantly fuf
ficient to afford fhelter from the wind and rain, 
which is the only purpofe they are meant to an
fwer. I obferved that, generally, if not always, 
the fame tribe or family, though it were ever fo 
large, atfociated and built together; fo that we 

frequently 
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frequently faw a village, as well as their larger 1777. 
towns, divided into different diftriCts, by low pal. Februa;y. 
lifades, or fome fimilar mode of feparation. >--v--

The advantage we received from the natives 
coming to live with us, was not inconfiderable. 
For, every day,when the weather would permit, 
fome of them went out to catch fiCh; and we ge
nerally got, by exchanges, a good Chare of the 
produce of their labours. This fupply, and what 
our own nets and lines afforded us, was fo ample, 
that we feldom were in want of fiCh. Nor was 
there any deficiency of other refreChments. Celery, 
{curvy-grafs, and portable foup were boiled with 
the peafe and wheat, for both Chips companies, 
every day during our whole ftay; and they had 
fpruce-beer for their drink. So that, if any of 
our people had contraCted the feeds of the fcurvy, 
fuch a regimen foon removed them. But the truth 
is, when we arrived here, there were only two in
valids (and thefe on board the Refolution) upon the 
Lick lifts in both Chips. 

Befides the natives who took up their abode 
c10fe to us, we were occafionally vifited by others 
of them, whOle refidence was not far off; and by 
fome who lived more remote. Their articles of 
commerce were, curiofities, fiCh, and women. 
The two firft always came to a good market; 
which the latter did not. The feamen had taken 
a kind of diflike to thefe people; and were ei
ther unwilling, or afraid, to affociate with them; 
which produced this good effeCt, that I knew no 
inftance of a man's quitting his ftati.Jn, to go to 
their habitations. 

A conneCtion with women I allow, becaufe I 
cannot prevent it; but never encourage, becaufe I 
always dread its confequences. I know, indeed, 
that many men are of opinion, that fuch an inter-

1 courfe 
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'''7. courfe is one of our greateft fecurities amongft 
February. (avages; and perhaps they who, either from ne
'--v--I ceHity or choice, are to remain and fettle with 

them, may find it (0. But with travellers and 
tranfient vifiters, fuch as we were, it is generally 
other wife ; and, in our fituation, a conneCtion with 
their women betrays more men than it faves. 
What elfe can be reafonably expeCted, fince all 
their views are felfifh, without the leaft mixture 
of regard or attachment? My own experience, at 
leaft, which hath been pretty extenfive, hath not 
pointed out to me aile inftance to the contrary. 

Amongft our occafional vifiters, was a chief 
named Kahoora, who, as! was informed, headed 
the party that cut off Captain Furneaux's people, 
and himfelf killed Mr. Rowe, the officer who com
manded. To judge of the charaCter of Kahoora, 
by what I heard from many of his countrymen, 
he feemed to be more feared than beloved amongft 
them. Not fatisfied with telling me that he was a 
very bad man, fome of them even importuned me 
to kill him: and, I believe, they were not a little 
furpi-ifed that I did nut liften to them; for, ac
cording to their ideas of equity, this ought to have 
been done. But if I had followed the advice of 
all our pretended friends, I might have extirpated 
the whole race; for the people of each hamlet or 
village, by turns, applied to me to deftrey the 
other. One would have almoft thought it impof
fible, that fo {hiking a proof of the divided ftate 
in wbich this mift;rable people live, could have 
been aHigned. And yet I was fure that I did not 
mifconceive the meaning of thofe who made thde 
ftrange applications 10 me; for Omai, whofe 
language was a dialect of their own, and pllr
feelly underftood all that they faid, was our in
te.rpreter. 

On 
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On the 15th, I made an excurfion in my boat to 1777. 
look fer grafs, and vifited the Hippah, or fortified February. 

village, at the South Weft point of Motuara, and s~ 
h I h d h 

atur. IS· 
t e paces were our gar ens ad been planted on 
that iOand. There were no people at the former; 
but the houees and pallifades had been rebuilt, an~ 
were now in a ftate of good repair; and there were 
other evident marks of its having been inhabited 
not long before. It would be unnece/fary, at prefent, 
to give a particular account of this Hippah, filf-
ficient notice having been taken of it in the Ac-
count of my firft Voyage, to which I refer -. 

When the Adventure arrived filft at Q!eeft 
Charlotte's Sound, in 1773 t, Mr. Bayly, fixed 
upon this place for making his obfervations; ane! 
he, and the people with him, at their leifure 
hours, planted feveral fpots witli Englilb garden 
feeds. Not the leaft veftige of thefe now re
mained. It is probable that they had been all 
rooted out to make room for buildings, ""h"," 
the village was reinhabited; for, at all the other 
gardens then planted by Captain Furneaux, al
though now wholly over-run with the weeds of the 
country, we found cabbages, onions, leeks, pur
flain, radifhes, muftard, &c. and a few potatoes. 
Thefe potatoes, which were firft brought from 
the Cape of Good Hope, had b~en greatly im· 
proved by change of foil; and, with propa cul
tivation.!"ollld be fuperior to thofe produced in 
moft otlier countries. Though the New Zealand
ers are fQnd of this root, it was evident tbat they 
had not'taken the trouble to plant a tingle one 
~efs any other of the articles which we had 
introduced); and if it were not for the difficulty 

.. Hawkefworth's CoJlecHon, Vol. ii. P.395, &c. 
t Cook', Y"P£e, Yol. i. 1" lZO. 

of 
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'177. of dearing ground where. potatoes had been once 
February. plamed, there would not have been any now re
~maining. 
Suud. ,6. On the .6th, at day-break, I fet out with a 

party of men, in five boats, to colleCt food for our 
cattle. Captain Clerke, and feveral of the offi. 
cers, Omai, and two of the natives, accompanied 
me. We proceeded about three leagues up the 
found, and then landed on the Eaft fide, at a place 
where I had formerly been. Here we cut as much 
grafs as loaded the two launches. 

As we returned down the found, we vifited 
Grafs Cove, the memorable fcene of the MalTacre 
of Captain Furneaux's people. Here I met with 
myoId friend Pedro, who was almoft continually 
with me the laft time I was in this found, and is 
mentioned in my Hiftory of that Voyage -. He, 
and another of his countrymen, received us on 
the beach, armed with the pa-too and fpear. Whe
ther this form of reception was a mark of their 
courrefy or of their fear, I cannot fay; but I 
thought they betrayed manifeft figns of the latter. 
However, if they had any apprehenfions, a few 
prefents foon removed them, and brought down 
to the beach two or three more of the family; 
but the greateft part of them remained out of 
fight. 

Whilft we were at this place, our curiofity 
prompted us fo inquire into the circumftances at
tending t~e melancholy fate of our coti~rymen; 
an.d Omal was made ufe of as our interpreter for 
thIS pUfpofe. Pedro, and the reft of tife natives 
prefent, anfwered all the queftions that whe.put" 
to them on the fubjeCt, without referve, and like' 
men who are under no dread of punilhment for a 

• Captain Cook's Voyage, Vol. ii. p. 158, '59. 

cnme 
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crime of which they are not guilty. For we al- '777. 
ready knew that none of them had been concern- February. 

ed in the unhappy tranCaCtion. They 'told us,-v--' 
that wi1ile our people were fitting at dinner, Cur
rounded by Ceveral of the natives, Come of the 
latter fiole, or fnatched from them, fome bread 
and fifh, for which they were beat. This being 
reCent ed, a quarrel eneued, and two New Zea-
landers were fhot dead, by the only two mufquets 
that were fired. For before our people had time 
to difcharge a third, or to load again thofe that 
had been fired, the natives rufhed in upon them, 
overpowered them with their numbers, and put 
them all to death. Pedro and his companions, 
befides rdating the hifiory of the mJ~Tacre, made 
us acquainted with the very fpot that was the fcene 
of it. It is at the corner of the cove on the right-
hand. They pointed to the place of the fLln, to 
mark to us at what hour of the day it happened; 
and, according to this, it mull: have been late in 
the afternoon. They alCo /hewed us the place 
where the boat lay; and it appeared to be about 
two hundred yards diftant from that where the 
crew were leated. One of their number, a black 
fervant of Captain Furneaux, was left in the boat 
to take care of her. 

We were afterward told that this black was the 
caufe of the quarrel, which was faid to have hap
pened thus: One of the natives fiealing fomething 
out of the boat, the Negro gave him a fevere 
blow with a ll:ick. The cries of the fellow beiHg 
heard by his countrymen at a difiance, they ima
gined he was killed, and immediately began the 
attack on our people; who, before they had time 
to reach the boat, or to arm themfelves againll: 
the unexpeCted impending danger, fell a tacrifice 
t.o the fury .of their ravage atfailants. 

The 
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'771, The lirfi of thefe accounts, was confirmed by 
F"bruary. the teflimony of many of the natives, whom we 
'--v-' converfed with, at different times, and who, I 

think, could have no intereft in deceiving us. The 
f~cond manner of relating the tranfaCtion, refis 
tlpOn the authority of the young New Zealander, 
who chofe to abandon his country and go away 
with us, and who, confequently, could have no 
poffible view in difguifing the truth. All agree
ing that the quarrel happened when the boat's crew 
were fi:ting at their meal, it is highly probable 
that both the accounts are true, as they perfeCtly 
coincide. For we may very naturally filppofe, 
that while fame of the natives were fiealing from 
the man who had been left in the boat, others of 
them might take the fame liberties with the pro
perty of our people who were on !hore. 

Be this as it will, all agree, that tbe quarrel firft 
took its rife from fome thefts, in the commiffion 
of which the natives were deteCted. All llgree, 
alfo, that there was no premeditated plan of blood
filed, and that, if thefe thefts had not been, un
for.tunately, too hafiily ref en ted, no mifchief 
would have happened. For Kahoora's greatell: 
enemies, thofe who folicited his defiruCtion moll: 
(arnefily, at the fame time confelTed that he had 
no intention to quarrel, much lefs to kill, till the 
fray had aCtually commenced. It alfo appears that 
the unhappy viCtims were under no fort of appre
henfion of their fate; otherwife tbey never would 
have ventured to fit down to a repafi at fa conti
derable a difiance from their boat, amongfi people. 
who were tbe next moment to be their· murderers.' 
\ Vhat became of the boat I never could learn. 
Some {aid !he was pulled to pieces and btunt; 
others told us that !he was carried tbey knew not 
whither, by a party of firangers. . . 

Vle 
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We frayed here till the evening, when, having '77'. 
loaded the reft of the boats with grafs, celery, February. 

fcurvy-grafs, &c. we embarked to return to the "-'v--.J 
{hips. We had prevailed upon Pedro to launch his 
canoe, and accompany us; but. we had fcarcely 
put off from thelbore, when the wind began to 
blow very hard at North Weft, which obliged him 
to put back. We proceeded ourfelves, but it wail 
with a good deal of difficulty that we could reach 
the Ibips; where fome of the boats did not arrive 
till one o'clock the next morning; and it was for- Monel. 17; 

tunate that they got on board then, for it after-
ward blew a perfect ftorm, with abundance of 
rain, fa that no manner of work could go for-
ward that day. In the evening the gale ceafed, 
and the wind having veered to the Raft, brought 
with it fair weather. 

The next day we refumed our works; the na- Tuefd •• 8, 

tives ventured Ollt to catch filb; and Pedro, with 
all his family, came and took tip his abode near us. 
This Chief's proper name is Matahouah; the other 
being given him by fome of my people during 
my laft Voyage, which I did not know till now. 
He was, however, equally wt:ll known amongft 
his countrymen by both names. 

On the 20th, in the forenoon, we had another Thurf. 2'" 

ftorm from the North Weft. Though this was 
not of kl long continuance as the former, the 
gufts of wind from the hills were far more vio-
lent, infomuch fhat we were obliged to ftrike the 
yards and top-malls to the 'fiery utmoft; and, even 
with all this precaution, it was with difficulty that 
we rede it out. Thefe ftorms are very frequent 
lIete, and fometimes violent and troublerome. The 
neighbouring mountains, which at thefe times 
are always loaded with vapours, not only increafe 
the force of the wind, but :liter its direction in 

VOL, I. K fuch 
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'777. fuch a manner, that no two blafts follow each other 
February. from the fame quarter; and the nearer the iliore, 
'-v---J the more their effects are felt. 

The next day we were viuted by a tribe or fami
ly, confifting of about thirty perfons, men, wo
men, and children, who came from the upper 
part of the Sound. I had never feen them be
fore. The name of their Chief was Tomaton
geauooranuc; a man of about forty-five years of 
age, with a cheerful open countenance. And, in
deed, the reft of his tribe were, in general, the 
handfomeft of the New Zealand race I had ever 
met with. 

By this time more than two-thirds of the inha
bitants of the Sound had fettled themfelves about 
us. Great numbers of them daily frequented the 
iliips, and the encampment on /hore: but the 
latter became, by far, the moft favourite place 
of refort, while our people there were melting 
fame feal blubber. No Greenlander was ever fond
er of train-oil, than our friends here feem to be. 
They reli/hed the very fkimmings of the kettle, 
and dregs of the cafks; but a little of the pure ftink
ing oil was a delicious feaft, fo eagerly deured, that 
I fllppofcd it is feldom enjoyed. 

H~ving got on. board as much hay and grafs as 
we Judged fufficlent to ferve the cattle till our 
arrival at Otaheite, and having completed the wood 

SundaY2 3. and water of both /hips, on the 23d we ftruck 
our tents, and carried every thing off from the 

M.md. 24' /hore; and next morning we weighed anchor, and 
ftood out of the Cove. But the wind not being 
very fair, and finding that the tide of ebb would 
be fpem before we could get out of the Sound 
we caft anchor again a little without the ifland Ma: 
tuar~, t? wait for a ~ore favourable opportunity of 
putting Into the ftrall. 

While 
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. While we were unmooring and getting under I,,,. 
fall, Tomatangeauooranuc, Matahouah. and ma- February. 
ny more of the natives, came to take their leave ~ 
of us, or rather to obtain, if they could, fome 
additional pre(ent from us before we left them. 
The(e two Chiefs became fuitors to me for fome 
goats, and hogs. Accordingly, I gave to Matahouah 
two goats, amale and female with kid; and to 
Tomatongeauooranuc two pigs, a boar and a fow. 
They made me a promife not to kill them; though 
I muft own I put no great faith in this. The ani-
mals which Captain Furneaux fent on thore here, 
and which (oon after fell into the hands of the 
natives, I was now told were all dead; but I could 
get no intelligence about the fate of thofe I had 
left in Weft Bay, and in Cannibal Cove, when I 
was here in the cour(e of my laft Voyage. How-
ever, all the natives whom I converfed with, agreed, 
that poultry are now to be met with wild in the 
woods behind Ship Cove; and I was afterward 
informed, by the two youths who went away 
with us, that Tiratou, a popular Chief amongft 
them, haa a great· many cocks and hens in his 
kparate polfeilion, and one of the (ows. 

On my prefent arrival at this place, I fully in
tended to have left not only goats Ilnd hogs, but 
theep, and a young bull, with two heifers, if I 
could have found either a Chief powerful enough 
to protea: and keep .. them, or ~ pla~e where there 
might be a probability of their bemg concealed 
from thole who would ignorantly attempt to der
troy them. But neither the one nor the other 
prefented itfe!f to me. Tiratou was no.w abre~t; 
and Tringoboohee, whom I haj met with dUf1llg 
my laft Voyage jO, and who fee!llcd to be a pereoa 
Qf much conkquence at that time, had DC:cn klll-

.. S'ee Cook's Voyage, Vol. it p. 157. 

K :;j ed 
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1777. ed five months ago, with about feventy perfons 
February. of his tribe·; and I could not learn that there now 
~ remained in our neighbourhood any tribe, whore 

numbers could fecure to them a fuperiority of 
power over the refl: of their countrymen. To 
h~ve given the animals to any of the natives who 
po/fdfed. no f~eh power,. would not hav~ anrw~r
ed the mtentlOn. For In a country !Ike thIS, 
where no man's property is fecure, they would 
foon have fallen a prey to different parties, and 
been either feparated or killed; but mofl: likely 
both. This was fa evident, from what we had ob
ferved fince our arrival, that I had refolved to 
leave no kind of animal, till Matahouall and the 
other Chief folicited me for the hogs and goats. 
As I could fpare them, I let them go, to take 
their chance. I have, at different times, left in 
New Zealand, no lefs than ten or a dozen hogs, 
be fides thofe put on /bore by Captain Furneanx. 
It will be a little extraordinary, therefore, if this 
race /bould not increafe and be preferved here, 
either in a wild or in a domeftic flate, or in 
both. 

We had not been long at anchor near Motuara, 
before three or four canoes, filled with natives, 
came off to us from the South Eafl: fide of the 
Sound; and a brifk trade was carried on with 
them for the curiofities of this place. In one 
of there canoes was Kahoora, whom I have al
ready mentioned as the leader of the party who 
cut off the crew of the Adventurer's boat. This 
was the third time he had vifited \IS, without 
betraying the fmalleft appearance of fear. I was 
a/bore when he now arrived, but had got on 
board jufl: as he was going away. Omai, who had 
returned with me, prefently pointed him out, and 
[olicited me to /boot him. Not fatisfied with 
this, he aodre/fed bimfdf to Kahoora, threaten-

ing 
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i~g to be h.is executioner, if ever he prefu,med to '717. 
vlfit us agaIn. . February. 

The New Zealander paid fa little regard to thefe '-.r--J 

threats, that he returned, the next morning, with Tuerd. 25. 

his whole family, men, women, and chiWren, to 
the number of twenty and upwards. Omai Was 
the firft w~o acquainted me with his being along-
fide the /hIp, and defired to know if he /hould 
alk him to come on board. I told him he might; 
and accordingly he introduced the Chief into the 
.cabin, faying, " There is Kahoora; kill him!" 
But, as if n\W· had forgot his former threats, or 
were afraid, I that I thould call upon him to per-
form them, he immediately retired. In a /hart 
time, however, he returned; and feeing the Chief 
unhurt, he expofiulated with me very earnefily, 
Caying, " Why do you not J~ill him? You tell 
" me, if a man kills another in England, that 
" he is hanged for it. This man has killed ten, 
" and yet Y01..l will not kill him; thuugh many 
(, of his countrymen defire it, and it would be 
" very good." Oma,i's arguments, though ipe-
"ious crough, having no weight with me, I de-
fired him to alk the Chief, why he had kiiicd 
Captain Furneaux's people? At this queftion, 
Kahoor.a folded /lis arms, hung down his head, 
and looked like one caught in a trap: And, 1 
firrply believ.e, l)e expected inftant death. Eut 
no fooner was he alfured of his farety, than he ue-_ 
came che.erful. He did not, however, feem wil-
ling to give me an anfwer to the queftion th~t 
had been put to him, till I had, again and again, 
repeated my pramife that he /hould not be hurr. 
Then he ventured to tell tiS, That .one of his 
~ollDtrymen ~~,ving brought ~ ftone hatchet .to 
barter, the man to whom it was offered, took It, 
and would neither return it, nor give any thillg 
for it;· on which the owner of it fnatched IIp 

Z t~ 
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'777. the bread as an equivalent; and then the quarrel 
February. began. 
~ The remainder of Kahoora's account of this un

happy affair, differed very little from what we had 
before learnt, from the reft of his countrymen. 
He mentioned the narrow efcape he had, during 
the fray; a mufquet being levelled at him, which 
he avoided by Ikulking behind the boat; and ano
ther man, who ftood clofe to him, was /bot dead. 
As foon as the mufquet was difcharged, he in
bntly feized the opportunity to attack Mr. Rowe. 
who commanded the party, and ~hq defended 
himfelf with his hanger (with whidi l hI! wounded 
Kahoora in the arm), till he was overpowered by 
numbers. 

Mr. Burney, who wlis fent by Captain Furneaux 
the next day *, with an armed party, to look 
for his milling people, upon difcovering the hor
rid proofs of their /bocking fate, had fired feve
ral vollies amongft the crowds of natives who ftill 
remained afTembled on the fpot, and were, pro
bably, partaking of the deteftable banquet. It 
was natural to fuppore that he had not fired in . 
vain; and that, therefore, fome of the murderers 
and devourers of our unhappy countrymen had 
fuffered under our juft refentment. Upon inqui
ry, however, into this matter, not only from Ka
hoora, but from others who had opportunities of 
knowing, it appeared that our {uppofition was 
groundlef.~, and that not one of the /bot fired by 
Mr. Burney's people had taken effeCt, fo as to 
kill, or even to kurt, a lingle perfon. . 

.h was evident, that moft of the natives we had 
mc:t with fince our arrival, as they knew I was 
fully acquainted with the hiftory of the mafTacre, 

.. See his Narrative. Cook's Voyage, Vol. ii. p. "SS-259. 

expeCted 
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expe8ed I lliould avenge it with the death of '777. 
Kahoora. And many of them feemed not only February. 

to willi it, but expreffed their furprize at my for- '--v
bearance. As he could not be ignorant of this, 
it was a matter of wonder to me, that he put 
himfelf fo often in my power. When he vililed 
us while the {hips lay in the Cove, confiding in 
the number of his friends that accompanied him, 
he might think himfelf fafe. But his two laft 
vilits had been made under fuch circumftances, 
that he could no longer rely upon this. We 
were then at anchor in the entrance of the Sound, 
and at fomc;i diftance from any {hore; [0 that he 
could not have any affiftance from thence, nor flat· 
ter himfelf he could have the means of making his 
efcape, had I determined to detain him. And yet, 
after his firft fears, on beHlg inttrrogated, were 
over, he was fo far from entertallling any un· 
eafy lenfations, that, on feeing a portrait of one 
of his countrymen hanging up in the cabin, 
he defired to have his own portrait drawn; and 
fat till Mr. Webber had fini{hed it, without mark· 
ing the Ie aft impatience. 1 muft confefs, I ad-
mired his courage, and was not a little pleafcd 
to obferve the extent of the confidc:nce ·he put 
in me. For he placed his whole fafety in the 
declarations 1 had uniformly made to thofe who 
folicited his death, That I had always been a friend 
to them all, and would continue fo, unlels they 
gave me caufe to ad otherwife; that as to t~eir 
inhuman treatment of our people, I {hould think 
no more of it, the tranfadion baving happened 
long ago, and when I w~s not prefent I but t~l!t, 
if ever tbey made a fecond attempt o~ that kll)d, 
they might reft affured of feeling the weIght of my 
refentment. 

For fome time before we arrived at New Zea
land, Omai had expreffed a delire to take one 
of the natives with him to his own country. 

\Ve 
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"'9. We had nct been there many days, before 'he 
February. 'had 'an C!>pportuniw of beinggratifiod in this; 
'--v--' for a youth about feventeen or eighteen years 

of age, named Taweiharooa, offered to accom
)!Iany him; and wok IIp his refidence on board. 
I paid little attention to this at firft, imagin
ing that he would leave us when we were about 
to depart, and after he had got what he could 
frem Omai. At length, finding thas he was fix
ed in his refolution to go with us, and having 
learnt that he was the only fon of a deceafed 
Chief, and that his mother, ftill living, was a 
woman much n;:fpected here, I was apprehenfive 
that Omai bad deceived him and his friends, 
by giving them bopes and aifurances of his be
il'lg fent back. I therefore caured it to be made 
known to them all, that if the young man went 
away with us, be would never return. But this 
declaration feemed to make no fort of impref
fion. The afternoon before we left the Cove, 
Tiratoutou, his mother, came on board, to receive 
her lall: prefent from Omai. The fame evening, 
{he and Taweiharooa parted, with all the marks 
of tender affection that might be expeCted be
tween a parent and a child, who were never to 
meet again. But fhe faid fhe would cry no more; 
and, rure eNough, file kept her word., For when 
file returned the next morning, to take her lall: 
farewell of him, all Ihe time fhe was on board 
file remained quite cheerful, and went awaywhol
ly IlnCOlJcern~d. 

That Tawe.harooa might be fent away in a 
manner becoming his birth, another youth was to 
have gone with him as his [eryant; and, with this 
view, as we fuppofed, he nsmained on board till 
we were about to fail, when his friends took him 
~thore. However, his place was fupplifd, next morn
Ing, by another, a boy of about nine or ten years of 

age, 
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8~e, nemed Kokoa. He was prefented to m; by '777. 
his oWn fllther, who, I believe. would have parted February. 

~ith his d?g with far leis indiffc:~ence. The very '--v--J 
httle clothmg the boy had, he finpped him of and 
left him as naked as he was born. It was ;0 no 
purpofe thllt I endeavoured to convince thefe people 
of the improbability, or rather of the impofiibility, 
of thefe youths ever returning home. Not one, 
not even their nearefi relations, feemt'd to trouble 
themfelves about their future fate. Since this was 
the cafe, and I was well fatisfied that the boys 
would be no lofers by exchange of place, I the 
more readily gave my confent to their going. 

From my own obrervations, and from the in
formation of Taweiharooa and others, it appears 
to me that the New Zealanders mufi live under 
perpetual apprehenfions of being defiroyed by each 
other; there being few of their tribes that have 
not, as they think, fufiained wrongs from fame 
other tribe, which they are continually upon lhe 
watch to revenge. And, perhaps, the del1re of a 
good meal may be no fmall incitem~t. I am 
told .that many years will fometimes elapfe, before 
a fallourable opportunity happens, and that the fan 
never lofes fight of an injmy that has been done to 
his father. Their method of executing their hor
rible defigns, is by fiealing upon the adverfe party 
in the night; and if they find them unguarded 
(whi,ll:h, however, I believe, is very feldom the cafe), 
t~ley kill everyone indifcriminately; not eVln 
fparing the women and children. 'When the maf
facre ~s complettd, they either feafi and gorge 
thernkLves all the fpot, or carry off as many of the 
dead bodieS as they can. and devour them at h?me, 
with a8s of brutality too (hocking to be defcnbe~. 
If they are difc0vered before they C:lll execllte thelT 
bloody pur~k, they generally fieal off again; and 

fome-
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'777. fometimes are purCued and attacked by the olher 
February. party, in their turn. To give quarter, or to take 
'--y--...I priConers, makes no part of their military law; Co 

that the vanquillled can only fave their lives by 
flight. This perpetual fiate of war, and deftruc
tive method of conduCting it, operates Co firongly 
in producing habitual circumfpeCtion, that one hard
ly ever finds a New Zealander off his guard, either 
by night or by day. Indeed, no other man can 
have luch powerful motives to be vigilant, as the 
prefervation both of body and of Coul depends up
on it. For, according to their fyftem of belief, 
the Coul of the man whofe Belli is devoured by the 
enemy, is doomed to a perpetual fire, while rhe foul 
of the man whoCe body has been refcued from thofe 
who killed him, as well as the fouls of all who die 
a natural death, afcend to the habitations of rhe 
Gods. I aiked, Whether they eat the Belli of fuch 
of their friends as had been killed in war, but whore 
bodies were faved from falling into the enemy's 
hands? They feemed Curpri(ed at the queftion, 
which they anfwered in the negative, expreffing 
fome abhorrence at the very idea. Their common 
method of difpofing of their dead, is by depofiting 
their bodies in the earth; but if they have more 
of their flaughtered enemies than they can eat, 
they throw them into the fea. 

They have no Cuch thing as morais, or other 
places of public worlhip; nor do they ever affem
ble together with this view. Bur they have Priefts, 
who alone add refs the Gods in prayers, for the pro
fperity of their temporal affairs; Cuch an enter
priCe againft a hofiile tribe, a fillling party, or the: 
like. 

Whatever the principles of their religion may 
be, of which we remain very ignorant, its infiruc
lions are very firongly inculcated into them from 

their 
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their very infancy. Of this I faw a remarkable '777-
inftance, in the youth who was firft deftined to February. 

accompany Taweiharooa. He refrained from eat- .-.r--J 
ing the greateft part of the day, on account of his 
hair being cut; though every method was tried to 
induce him to break his refolution; and he was 
tempted with the offer of fuch victuals as he was 
known to efteem the moft. He faid, if he eat 
any thing that day, the /!,tl!ooa would kill him. 
Huwever, towards evening, the cravings of nature 
got the better of the precepts of his religion, and 
he eat, though but fparingly. I had often co~ec-
tured, . before this, that they had fome fuperfl:itious 
notions about their hair, having frequently ob(erv-
ed quantities of it tied to the branches of trees 
near [orne of their habitations; but what theie 
notions are, I never could learn. 

Notwithllanding tbe divided and hofl:ile ftate in 
which the New Zealanders live, travelling fl:rangers, 
who come with no ill delign, are well received and 
entertained during their Ilay; which, however, it 
j~ expected, will be no longer than is requilite to 
tranfact the bulinefs they come upon. Thus it is 
that a trade for poenammoo, or green talc, is carried 
on lhroughout the whole northern iOand. For they 

. tell us, that there is none of this ftune to be found, 
but at a place which bears its name, (omewiJerc 
about the head of Qlleen Charlotte's Sound, and 
not above one or two days joumey, at moll, from 
the fl:ation of our /hips. t regretted much that I 
could not fpare time fufficient for paying a vilit to 
the place; as we were told a hundred fabulous 
ftories about this ftone, not one of whicb carried 
with it the leall probability of truth, though lome 
of their maft fenfible men would have us believe 
them. One Qf thefe ftories is, that this fl:one is 
originally a fi(b, which they fl:rike with a gig· in 

I the 
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1777. the water, tie a rope to it, and drag it to the /hore!, 
FebrUilry. to which they fatten it, and it afterward becomes 
'--v---' fione. As they all agree, that it is filbed out of 

a large lake, or collection of waters, the moft pro~ 
bablt: conjecture is, that it is brought from the 
mountains, and depofited in the water, by the tor~ 
rents. This lake is called by the natives 'l"avai 
Poenammoo; that is, the water of Green Talc; and 
it is only the adjoining part of the country, and 
not the whole Southern iQand of New Zealand. 
that is known to them by the name which hath 
been given to it on my chart •. 

. Polygamy, is aIJowed amongft thefe people; and 
it is not uncommon for a man to have two or three 
wives. The women are marriageable at a very 
early age; and it fhould (eem, that one who is un
married, is but in a forlorn fiate. She can with 
difficulty get a fubfiftence; at leafi, Ibe is, in a 
great meafure, without a protector, though in con
fiant want of a powerful one. 

The New Zealanders feem to be a people per. 
feCtly fatisfied with the little knowledge they are 
mailers of, without attempting, in the leafi, to 
improve it. Nor are they remarkably curialiS, 
either in their obfervations, or their inquirits, 
New objects do not firike them with fuch a degree 
of furprife as one would naturally expect; nor do 
they even fix their attention for a moment. Omai, 
indeed, who was a great favourite with them, wO).Jld 
!ometill1es attract a circle abollt him; but they 
/eemed to lifien to his fpeeches, like perroos who 
neither underfi;ood, nor w,ifhed to Wlded\and, what 
they heard. 

One day, on our inquiring of Taweiharooa, how 
maoy Ibips, fuch as ours, had ever arrived in Queen 

'It See Captain Cook's Chart of New Zealand in Hawkel 
Coli. ycl. ii. p. 281, ,. 

Charlotte's 
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Charlotte's Sound, or in any part of its neighbonr- '777. 
hood? He began with giving an account of one February. 

~bfoll1tely unknown to us. This, he faid, had put '--y-...J 

Into a port on the North Weft coaft of Teerawitte, 
but a very few years before I arrived in the Sound 
in the Endeavour, which the New Zealanders dif
tingui{h, by calling Tupia's {hip. At firft, I thouglit 
he might have been mifiaken as to the time and 
place; and that the {hip in queftion might be either 
Monfieur Surville's, who is faid to have touched 
upon the North Eaft coaft of Eaheinomauwe, the 
fame year I was there in the Endeavour; or elfe 
Monfieur Marion du Frefne's, who was in the Bay 
of l11ands, on the fame coafi, a few years after. 
But he affured us, that he was noJ: mifiaken, either 
as to the time, or as to the place of this {hip's ar-
rival; and that it was well known to every body 
about Q!.een Charlotte's Sound and Teerawitte. 
He faid, that the Captain of her, during his fiay 
here, cohabited with a woman of the country; and 
that {he had a fon by him f1:illliving, and about the 
age of Kokoa; who, though not born then, feem-
ed to be equally well acquainted with the ftory. 
We were alfo informed by Taweiharooa, that this 
{hip firft introduced the venereal difeafe amongft 
the New Zealanders. I wi{h that fubfequent vifit-
ers from Europe may not have their {hare of guilt, 
in leaving fa dreadful a remembrance of them 
amongfi this unhappy race. The diforder now is 
but too common here~ though they do not feem 
to regard it; faying, that its effeCl:s are. not near fo 
pernicious at prefenr, as they were at Its firfi ap
f'earance. The only method, as far as I ever 
heard, that they make ufe of as a remedy, is by 
giving the patient the nfe of a fort of h?t bath, 
which they produce by the f1:eam of certam green 
plants laid over hot ftones. . 

J regretted 
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'777. J regretted much that we did not hearofthisfhip 
February. while we were in the Sound; as, by means of 
-v--J Omai, we might have had full and correct infor

mation about her from eye-witneffes. For Ta
weiharooa's account was only from what he had 
been told, and therefore liable to many miftakes. 
I have not the leaft doubt, however. that his tef
timony may fo far be depended upon, as to induce 
us to believe, that a !hip really had been at Teera
witte prior to my arriv:l1 in the Endeavour, as it 
correfponds with what I had formerly heard. For 
in the latter end of 1773, the fecond time I vi
fited New Zealand, during my laft voyage, when 
we were continually making inquiries about the 
Adventure, after our feparation, (orne of the na
tives informed us of a !hip's having been in a 
port on the coall: of Teerawitte. But, at that 
time, we thought we muft have mirunderftood 
them, and took no notice of the intelligence. 

The arrival of this unknown !hip has been 
marked by the New Zealanders with more caufe 
of remembrance, than the unhappy one juft men
tioned. Taweiharooa told us, their country was 
indebted to her people for the prefent of an animal. 
which they left behind them. But as he had not 
feen it him(e1f, no fort of judgment could be form
ed from his defcription, of what kind it was. 

We had another piece of intelligence from him, 
more correttly given, though not confirmed by 
om own obrervations, that there are (nakes and 
lizards there of an enormous fize. He defcribed 
the latter as being eight fe~t in length, and as big 
round liS a man's budy. He raid, they fometimes 
feize and devour men; that they burrow in the 
ground; and that they are killed by making fires 
at the mouths of the holes. We could not be mif
taken as to the animal; for, with his own hand, 

he 
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he drew a very good reprefentation of a lizard on a,,,,. 
piece of paper; as aifo of a fnake, in order to thew February. 
what he meant. '-v--J 

Though much has been faid, in the Narratives of 
my Two former Voyages, about this country and 
its inhabitants, Mr. Anderfon's Remarks, as ferving 
either to confirm or to correa our former accounts, 
may not be fuperfluous. He had been three times 
with me in Q£een Charlotte's Sound, during my 
laft Voyage; and, after this fourth viGt, what he 
thought proper to record, may be confidered as the 
refult of fufficient obfervation. The Reader will 
find it in the next Chapter; and I have nothipg 
farther to add, before I quit New Zealand, but to 
give fome account of the af1:ronomical and nautical 
obfervations made during our ftay there. 

The Longitude of the Obfervato
ry in Ship Cove, by a mean of 
103 fets of obfervations, each 
fet confif1:ing of fix or more 
obferved dif1:ances, was - - 174025' 15" Ea1'l:. 

By the time· keeper, at Green-
wich rate, it was - - 175 26 30 

By ditto, at the Cape rate, it was 174 56 12 
Variation of the compafs, being 

the mean of fix needles, ob-
ferved on board the thip 12 40 0 Eaft. 

By the fame needles on thore, 
it was J 3 53 0 

The dip of the SOllth end, ob-
ferved on thore, was 63 42 0 

By a mean of the refults of eleven days obfer
vations, the time keeper was too flow for mean 
time, Oil February 22 at noon, by II h 50' 37",396 ; 
and the was found to be lofing on roea.n 

time, 
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'777· time, lit the race of 2",9" 3 per day. From this 
February. rate the longitude will be computed, till fome 
'---r--' other opportunity offers to afcertain her fate anew. 

The aftronomical clock, with tbe fame length of 
pendulum as at Greenwich, was found to be Jofing 
on fidereal time 40",239 ptr day. 

It will nm be amifs to mention, (hat the longi. 
tude, by lunar obferv3tions, as above, differs only 
6' 45" from what Mr. Wales made it during my 
laft Voyage; his being fo much more [0 the Weft, 
or 174618' 3d'. 

The latitude of Ship Cove is 41° 6' 0", as found 
by Mr. Wales. 

C H A p~ 
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Mr. A~lder/an'J. Remarks on thl! Country near rt.U!ett 
Charlotte's Sound. - 'fhe Soil.~c/imate.-Wea., 
ther.-Winds.--;-'frees.--Plants.-Birds. - Fijb. 
-Other Animals.-Of the lnhabilants.~Drfcrip
lion FJf their PerJons.-'fheir Drefs.-Orndments. 
Habitations.-Boatl. - F()/)d and Cookl!ry.-Arts. 
-Weapons.-Cruelty to Prifoners.-17arious CuJ
loml.-Specimen of Ihl!ir Language. 

T H E land every where about QJ!een Char- '777. 
. I?tte's ~ound is uncommonly mountaino~s, ~ 

rifing Immediately from the fea: mto large hills 
with blunted tops. At confidentble dillances are 
valleys, or ra'ther impreffions on the fides of the 
hills, which are not d~ep'; each terminating 
toward the fea in a fmall cove, with a pebbly or 
randy beach; behind' which are fmall fiats, where 
the natives generally build their huts, at the fame 
time hauling their canoes upon the beaches. This 
fituation is the more convenient, as in every cove 
a brook of very fine water (in which are fome 
fmall trout) empties itfelf into the fea. 

The bafes of thefe mountains, at leaf1: toward 
the fhore, are conf1:ituted of a brittle, yellowifh 
fand·ftone, which acquires a bluifh caft, where the 
fea wafhes it. It runs, at fome places, in horizon
tal, and, at other places, in oblique jfrata; being 
frequently divided, at fmall diftances, by thin 

VOL. I. L veins 
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1777. veins of coarfe quartz, which commonly f~llow t.he 
February. direCtion of the other; though they fometlmes m
'--r-I terfeCt it. The mould, or foil, which covers this~ 

is alfo of a yellowifh caft, not unlike marl; and is 
commonly from a foot to two, or more, in thick
nefs. 

The quality of this foil M; .heft indicated by the 
luxuriant growth of its produCtions. For the hills 
(except a few toward the fea, which are covered 
with fmaller bulhes) are one continued foreft of 
lofty trees, flourilhi.ng with a vigour almoft fupe
rior to any thing that imagination can conceive~ 
and affording an allguft profpeCl: to thofe who are 
delighted with the grand and beautiful works of 
nature. 
. The agreeable temperature of the dimate, no 
doubt, contributes much to this um:ommon ftrength 
in vegetation. For at this tnne, though anfwering 
to our month of Auguft, the weather was never 
difagreeably warm ;- nor did it mife the thermome
ter higher than 66". The winter, alfo, feems 
equally mild with refpeCl: to cold: for in June 1773, 
which correfponds to our December, the mercury 
never fell lower than 480; and the trees, at that 
time, reta·ined their verdure, as if in the Summer 
feafon ; . fo that, I believe, their foliage is never 
fhed, tIll pnlhed off by the fuc~edmg leaves in, 
fpring. 

The weather, ill general, is good; but fome.
times windy, wrth heavy rain. which, however, 
~lever lath; above a day, nor does it appear tbat it 
l~ ever eicefiive. For there 3re no marks of tor
rents rulhing do~n the bills,. as in many countries. 
ane! the brooks, rf we may Judge from tbetr <;ban
nels, feem never to be grc:;atly increafed. I have 
obferved, in the four different times of my bl:ing 
here, tha.t the winds from the South Eaftward are 

commonly 
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commonly moderate, but attended with cloudy 1777. 
weather, or rain. The South Weft winds blow February. 
very ftrong, and are alfo attended with rain; but '-.,-...I 
they feldom laft long. The North Weft winds 
are the moft prevailing; and though often pretty 
{hong, are almolt conltantly conneCted with fine 
weather. In /hart, the only obftacle to this being 
one of the fineft countries upon earth, is its great 
hillinefs; which, allowing the woods to be cleared 
away, would leave it lefs proper for paf1:urage than 
flat land; and f1:ill more improper for cultiva-
tion, which could never be effeCted here by the 
plough. 

The large trees which cover the hills are chiefly 
of two forts. One of them, of the fize of out 
largeft firs, grows much after their manner; but 
the leaves, and fmall berries on their points, are 
r1'!uch Iiker the yew. It was this which fupplied 
the place of fpruce in making beer; which we 
did with a ftrong decoction of its leaves, ferment· 
ed with treacle or fugar. And this liquor, when 
well prepared, was acknowledged to be little in
ferior to the American fpruce beer, by thofe who 
had experience of both. The other fort of tree is 
not unlike a maple; and grows often to a great 
fiz.e; but it only ferved for fuel, as the wood, 
both of this and of the preceding, was found to be 
rather too heavy for mafts, yards, and other fimilar 
repairs. . 

There is a greater variety of trees on the fmall 
flat fpots behind the beaches. Amongft thefe are 
two that bear a kind of plum of the fize of prunes; 
the one yellow, called karraca; and the Other 
black, called maitao; but neitHer of them of a 
very agreeable tafte; though the natives eat both, 
and our people did the fame. Thofe of the firft 
fort grow on fmall trees, a) ways facing the fea; 
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1777. but the others belong to larger trees that f1:and far
February. ther within the wood, and which we frequently cut 
"-v--I down for fud. 

A fpecies of Philadelpbus grows on the eminences 
. which jut out into the fea .. and alfo a tree bear

ing Bowers almof1: like myrtle, with roundilh fpot
ted leaves of a difagreeable fmel!. We drank the 
leaves of the Philadelphus as tea; and found that 
they had a pleafant tafte and fmell~ and might 
make an excellent fubftitute for the oriental 
forr. 

Among other plants that were ufeful to us, 
may be reckoned wild celery, which grows plenti
fully in almoft every cove i efpecially if the na
tives have ever refided there before; and one that 
we ufed to call fcurvy-grafs, though entirely differ
ent from the plant to which we give that name. 
This, however, is far preferable to ours for com. 
mon ufe; and may be known by its jagged leaves, 
and fmall clufters of white flowers on the top. 
Both fLrtS were boiled every morning. with wheat 
ground in a mill, and with portable foup, for the: 
people's breakfaft; and alfo amongft their peafe~ 
(oup, for dinner. Sometimes they were ufed as 
fallad, or dreffed as greens. In all which wa ys 
they are good; and together with the filh, with 
which we were conftantly fupplied, they formed a 
fort of refrelhment, perhaps little inferior to what 
is to be met with in places moft noted by navi
gators for plentiful fupplies of animal and vegeta
ble food. 

Amongtl: tbe known kinds of plants' met with 
here, are common and rough' bindweed; night
Ihade and nettles, both which grow to the fize of 
fmall. trees; a lhrubby fpeedwell, found near all 
the beaches; fow-thiftles, virgin's bower, vanelloe, 
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French willow, euphorbia, and crane's-bill: a1fo ,.",. 
cud weed, rufhes, bull·rullies, flax, all-heal, Ame- February. 

ri~an night-fhade, knot-grafs, brambles, eye-~ 
b~lght, and groundfel; but the fpeczi:s of each are 
dIfferent from any we have in Europe. There is 
alfo polypody, {pleenwort, and about twenty other 
different forts of ferns, entirely peculiar to the 
place; with feveral {arts of moffes, either rare, or 
produced only here; be fides a great number of other 
plants, whore ufes are not yet known, and fubjetl. 
fit only for botanical books. 

Of thefe, however, there is one which deferves 
particular notice here, as fhe natives make their 
garments of it, and it produces a fine filky flax. 
fuperior in appearance to any thing we have; and 
probably, at leail, as ilrong. it grows every 
where near the Cea, and in fame places a confider
able way up the hills. in bunches or tufts, with 
fedge-like leaves, bearing, on. a long fialk, yellowilh 
flowers, which are fucceeded by a long roundifh 
pod, filled with very thin fhining black feeds. A 
ipecies of long pepper is found in greftt plenty; 
but it has little of the aromatic flavour that makes 
fpices valuable; and a tree much like a palm at a 
difiance, is pretty frequent in the wo?ds, th?ugh 
the deceit appears as yotl come near It. It IS re
markable tbat, as the greateil part of the trees· and 
plants bad, at this time, Iofi their flowers, we ~er
ceived they were generally of the berry-bearmg 
kind· of which, and other feeds, I brol:lght away 
sbou: thirty different forts. Of t~efe, one !n par
ticular, which bears a red berry, IS much like !he 
fupple-jack, and grows about the trees, firetchmg 
from one to another, in fuch a manner as to relldc::r 
tbe woods almoft wholly impalfabl¢. 

Tac 
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1771. The birds, of which there is a tolerable ftock, 
February. as well as the vegetable productions, are almoft 
'-v--J entirely peculiar to the place. And though it be 

difficult to follow them, on account of the quan
tity of underwood and the climbing plants, that 
render travelling, for pleafure alone, uncommonly 
fatiguing, yet a perron, by remaining in one place, 
may ilioot as many in a day as would [erve fix or 
eight others. The principal forts are, large brown 
parrots, with white or greyifh heads; green par
roquets, with red foreheads; large wood pigeons, 
brown above, with white bellies, the reft green, 
and the bill and feet red. Two forts of cuckoos, 
one as large as ollr common [art, of a brown co
lour, variegated with black; the ather not larger 
than a [parrow, of a fplendid green caft above, 
and elegantly varied with waves of golden, green, 
brown, and white colours below. Both thefe are 
fcarce; but feveral others are in greater plenty; 
one of which, of a black colour, with a green
ifh caft, is remarkable for having a tuft of white 
curled feathers hanging under the throat, and was 
called the Prg bird by our people. Another fort, 
rather finalIer, is black, with a brown back and 
wings, and two fmall gills under the root of the 
bill. This we called the [mall wattle Dird, to dif
tinguifh it from another, which we called the large 
one, of the fize of a common pigeon, with two 
large yellow and purple membranes alfo, at the 
root of the bill. It is black, or rather blue, and 
has no refemblance of the other but in name; for 
the bill is thick, fhort, and crooked, and has alto
gether an unc.Jmmon appearance. A grofs-beak, 
about the fize of a thruCh, of a brown colour 
with ~ re~diCh tail, is frequent; as is alfo a fmali 
-greemCh bud, which is almoft the only mufical one 
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bere, but is fufficient by itfelf to .fill the . woods tm. 
with a melody, that is not only fweet, but fa varied, February 

thllt one would imagine he was furrounded by a ~ 
hundred different forts of birds, when the little 
warbler is near. From this circumftance we nam-
ed it the mocking bird. There are likewife three 
or four forts of fmaller birds; one of which, in 
figure and tamenefs, exaCtly rerembles our robin, 
but is black where that is brown, and white where 
that is red. Another differs but little from this, ex-
cept in being fmaller; and a third fort has a long 
tail, which it expands as a fan on coming near, and 
makes II. chirping noife when it perches. King. 
fifhers are {een, though rare, and are about the fize 
af our Englith ones, but with an inferior plumage. 

About the rocks are feen black fea-pies with red 
bills; andcrefied thags of a leaden colour, with 
{mall black fpots on the wings and thoulders, and 
the teft of the upper part. of a velvet black tinged 
with green. We frequently thot both thefe, and 
alfo' a more common fort of (hags, black above 
arla white underneath, that build their nefts upon 
trees~ on which fometimes a dozen or more fit at 
once. There are al[o, about the thore, a few fea
gulls; fame blue herons; and {ometimes, though 
very rarely, wild ducks; a fmall fandy coloured 
plover, and fame fand larks. And [mall penguins 
black above, with a white belly, as well as numbers 
of little black divers, fwim often abollt the Sound. 
We likewife killed two or three rails of a brown or 
yellowifh colour, variegated with black, which feed 
about the fmall brooks, and are nearly 'as large as 
a common fowl. No other fort of game was feen. 
except a fingle fnipe, which was that, and differs 
but lilde from that of Europe, 

The 
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Jm. The principal fifh we caught by the Soine welle 
February. mullets and elephant filh, with a few foks and 
'--v--I flounders; but thofe that the natives moftly {up

plied us with, were a {ort.of {ea-bream of a filver 
colour with a black fpot on the neck, large Conger 
eels, and a filh in Ihape much like the bream, but 
fo large asm weigh five, fix, or feven pounds. It 
is blackilh with thick Jips, and called Mogge by the 
natives. With hook and line we caught ch~fly 
a blackilh filh of the fize of .3 haddock, called 
cole-fifh by the feamen, but differing much from 
that known by the fame name in Europe; and ano
ther of the fame fize, of a reddifh colour wilh a 
little beard, which w('lca1~d night walkers, from 
the greateft number being caught in the night. 
Sometimes we got a fort of fmall falmon, gurnards, 
ikate, and nurles; and the natives, now and then. 
brought hake, paracutas, a fmall fort of mackerel, 
parrot-nih, and leather jackets; befides another fifu 
which is fleTY rare, Ihaped almoft like a dolphin, 
of a black .colour, with thong bony jaws, and the 
back-fin, as well as tbofe opwlite to it, much 
lengthened at the end_ All thee!: forts, except the 
laft, which we .did not try, are excellent to eat; 
hut the Mogge, fmall fulmon, and cole-filb are fu
perior to the reft. 

The rock5 are abundantly furniflted with great 
quantities of excellent mufcles; one fort of which. 
that is not very common. meafures above 3 foot 
in length. There are al[o cockles buried in the 
(and of the fmall beaches; and in fome places 
oyfters, which, tbough very fmall, are well taft
ed. Of other fhell-fifh there are ten or twelve 
forts, fuch as periwincles, wilks, limpets, and 
fome very beautiful Cea-ears; alro another fon 
which ftick to the weeds; with fome other things, 
~ tea-eggs, ftar-filh, &c. feveral of which are pe-

tuliar 



THE .p A C I 1" I C ·0 C E A N. .153 

..culiar to the place. The natives likewife fome~ 14]77. 
!limes brougbt us very fine .cray~6fh, equal to our February. 

largeft lobfter.s, and cuttle fifh, which they ea.t ~ 
.themfelves. 

Infects .are very rare. Of thefe, we enly faw 
two forts of dragon·llies, fome butterflies, fmall 
grafhoppers, feveral forts of fpiders, fome fmall 
black ants, and vaft numbers of fcorpion flies, 
witb whofe .chirping the woods refound. The 
.only noxious one is the fand-fly, very numerous 
here, and almoft as troublefome as the mufquitoe 0 
for we found no reptile here. except two or three 
forts of fmall harmlefs lizards *. 

It is remarkable, thaf, in this extenfive land, 
therethould not even .be the traces of any quadru
ped, only excepting a few rats, and a fort f'.)f fox~ 
.dog, w.hich.is a domeftic animal with the natives. 

Neither js .there .any mineral worth notice, but" 
a green jafper or ferpent-ftone, of which the New
Zealanders make their tools and ornaments. This 
js efteemed a ;precious article by them ~ and they 
have fome fuperftitious notions about the method 
of its generation, which we .could not perfectly un
derftand. It is plain, however, that wherever it 
may be found (whicb, they fay, is in the channel of 
a large river far to tbe Southward), it is difpofed in 
the earth in thin layers, or, perhaps, in detached 
pieces, like our flints; for the edges of thofe pieces, 
.which have not been cut, are covered with a whit
jfh cruft like thefe. A piece of this fort was pur.,. 
.chafed. about eighteen i.oches long, a foot broad. 
and near two inches thick; which yet feemed to 
be only the fragment of a larger piece. 

,.. In a feparate memorandum-book, Mr. Anderfon mention. 
~e monllrous animal of the lizard kind, dcfcribed by the two 
~ys after they left the iIIand. 

The 
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'777· The natives do not exceed the common Il'ature 
~ of Europea~s; and, in g~neral, are. ~ot fo well 

made, efpeclally about the limbs. ThIs IS, perhaps, 
the effect of fitting, for the moll: part, on their 
hams; and of being confined, by the hilly difpo
fition of the country, from ufing that fort of eX
ercife which contributes to render the body ftraight 
and well-proportioned. There are, however, feveral 
exceptions to this; and fame are remarkabl. for 
their farge bones and mufcles; but few that I have 
feen are corpulent. 

Their colour is of different call:s, from a pretty 
deep black to a yellowith or olive tinge; and their 
features alfo are various, fome refembling Europe
ans. .But, in general, their faces are round, with 
their lips full, and alfo their nofes toward the point; 
though the firft are not uncommonly thick, nor the 
laft flat. I do not, however, recollect to have feen 
an inftance of the true aquiline nofe amongft them. 
Their teeth are commonly broad, white, and well· 
fet; and; rheir eyes large, with a very free motion, 
which feems the effect of habit. Their hair is black, 
ftraight, and (hong, commonly cut thort on the 
hind part, with the rell: tied on tire crown of the 
head: but (Qme have it of a curling difpo'firion, or 
of a brown colour. In the young, the COtlr1tenance 
is generally free or open I bllt in many of the men 
it has a ferious caft:, and fometimes a futlellflefs or 
referve, efpecially if they are {hangers. The wo
men are, in general, frrmller than the men; but 
have few peculiar graces, either in form or fea
tures, to diftinguifh them. 

The drefs of both fexes is alike; and conlifts of 
an oblong garment about five feet long, and four 
broad, made from the filky flax already mentioned. 
This feents to be their moft material and complu: 
manufacture, which is executed by knotting; and 

their 
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their work is often ornamented with pieces of dog- t?77. 
ikin, or chequered at the corners. They bring February. 

two corners of this garment over the {boulders, and '-.,-..J 
fafien it on the breafi with the other part, which 
covers the body; and about the belly, it is again 
tied with a girdle made of mat. Sometimes they 
cover it with large feathers of birds (which [eem to 
be wrought into the piece of cloth when it is 
made), or with dog-fkin; and that alone we have 
feen worn as a covering. Over this garment many 
of them wear mats, which reach from the !houlders 
to near the heels. But the mo£l: common outer
covering is a quantity of the above fedgy plant, 
badly drefred, which they faften on a firing to a 
confiderable length, and, throwing it about the 
OlOulders, let it fall down on all fides, as far as the 
middle of the thighs. When they fit dow.1I with 
this upon them, either in their boats, or upon 
the !hare, it would be difficult to difiingui!h them 
from large grey fiones, if their black heads, pro-
jeCting beyond their coverings, did not engage one 
to a ftriCter examination. 

By way of ornament, they fix in their heads 
feathers, or combs of bone, or wood, adorned 
with pearl !hell, or the thin inner fkin of [ome 
leaf. And in the ears, both of men and women, 
which are pierced, or rather fiit, are hung fmall 
pieces of jafper, bits of cloth, br beads when they 
can get them. A few alfo have the foPtllm of the 
nofe bored in its lower part; but no ornament was 
worn there that we faw; though one man pa.fred a 
twig through it, to 1hew us that it was fometimes 
ufed for that purpofe. They wear long beards, but 
are fond of hav1ng them !hav~d. . . 

Some are punCtured or fiamed In the face with 
curious fpiml and other figures, of a black or 
deep blue ~olour; .but it is doubtful whether this 
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,,,,. be ornamental, or intended a5 a mark of par
February. ticubr diftinction l and the women, whe an: 
'-"v--J marked fo, have the puncture only on their lips, 

or a fmall fpot on their chins. Both fexes often 
befmear their faces and heads with a red paint. 
which feems to be a martial -ochre mixed with 
greafe; and the women fometimes wear neck
laces of fuark's teeth, or bunches of long beads, 
which feem to be made of the leg-bones of ~~U 
birds,_ or a particular fuel!. A few alfo bave 
fmall triangular aprons adorned with the feathers 
of parrots, or bits of pearl fuells, furnilhed with 
a double or 'treble fet of cords to faften them 
about the waift. I have fometimes feen caps or 
bonnets made of the featllers of birds, which may 
be reckoned as ornaments; for it is not their 
cullom to wear any covering on their heads. 

They live in the fmall coves formerly defcribed, 
in companies of forty or fifty, or more; and 
fometimes in lingle families, building their huts 
contiguous to each other; which, in general, are 
miferable lodging-places. The beft I ever faw 
was about thirty feet long, fifteen broad, and 
fix high, built eoxactly in the manner of one of 
our country barns. The infide was both ftrong 
and regularly made of fupporters at the fides, 
alternately large and fmall. well faftened by means 
of withes, and painted red and black. The ridge 
pole was ftrong; and the large bull~rulhes, which 
compofed the inner part of the thatching, were 
laid with great exaCtnefs parallel to ettch other_ 
At one end was a fmall fquare hole. which ferv. 
ed as a door to creep in at; and near it another 
much fmaller, feemingly for letting out the fmoke, 
as no other vent for it could be feen. ·This, how. 
ever, ought to be confide red as one of the beft. 
and the refidence of fome principal perC on ; for 
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!be greateft part of them are not half the above 1777. 
fil.e, and fc:ldom exceed four feet in height; being. February, 
betides, indifferently built, though proof againfi; ~ 
wind and rain. 

No otber furniture is to be feen in them, than a 
few fmall baikets or bags, in which they put their 
fiiliing-hooks, and other trifles~ and they fit down 
in rhe middle round a fmall fire, where ,they alfo 
p~ably ileep, withom any other covering thall 
what they wear in the day, or perhaps without 
tbat; as fuch confined places muft be very warm. 
though inhabited but by a few perfoQlf. 

They live chiefly by fiiliing. making nfe either 
of nets of different kinds. or of wooden fiili hooks 
pointed with bene i but fo ,oddly made, that a 
ftranger is at a 10Cs to know how they can an
fwer fuch a purpofe. .It alfo appears, that they 
remove their habitations from one place to ano
ther when the fiili grow fcarce, or for Come other 
reafon; for we found houfes now built in feveral 
parts, where there had ,been none when we were 
here during our laft voyage, and even thefe have 
been already defected. 

Tkei,r boats are well built, of planks raifed 
upon each other, and faftened with thong withes, 
which alfo' bind a long narrow piece on the out
fide of the [earns to prevent their leaking. Some 
are fifty feet long~ and fo broad as to be able 
to fail wjthout an outrigger; but the fmaller fort 
commonly have one; and they often faften two 
together by rafters, which we then call a double 
canoe. They carry from five to thirty men or 
more; and have often a large head ingenioufly 
.carved, and painted with a figure at the point. 
which feen;ls illtended to reprefent a man. with 
his featurts diftorted by rage. Their paddles 
are about· -four or five feet long, narrow, and 
pointed. whh which, when they keep time, the 

boat 
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'm. boat is pufbed along pretty fwiftly. Their fail, 
February. which is feldom ufed, is made of a mat of a 
'--v-J triangular !hape, having the broadeft part above. 

The only method of drelling their fi!h, is by 
roafiing, or rather baking; for they are inti rely 
ignorant of the art of boiling. In the fame man
ner they drefs the root, and part of the fialk, 
of the large fern:tree, in a great hole dug for 
that purpofe, which ferves as an oven. After 
which they fplit it, and find, within, a fine ge. 
latinous fubfiance, like boiled fago powder, but 
firmer. Theyalfo ufe another fmaller fern root, 
which feems to be their fubfiitute for bread, as 
it is dried and carried about with them, toge
ther with dried filh in great quantities, when 
they remove their families, or go far from home. 
This they beat with a flick till it becomes pret
ty foft, when they chew it fufficiently, and fpit 
out the hard fibrous part, the other having a 
fweetilh mealy tafie not at all difagreeable. 

When they dare not venture to fea, or per
haps from choice, they fupply the place of other 
filh with mufcles and fea-ea·rs; great quantities 
of the Ihells of which lie in heaps near their 
houfes. And they fometimes, though rarely, find 
means to kill rails, penguins, and Ihags, which 
help to vary their diet. They alfo breed conti
derable numbers of the dogs, mentioned before, for 
food; but thefe cannot be confidered as'a prin
cipal artide of diet. From whence we may con. 
dude, that, as there is not the leaft fign of cul
tivation of land, they depend principally for their 
fubfifience on the fea, which, indeed, is very 
bountiful in its fupply. . 

Their method of feeding correfponds with the 
naftinefs of their perfons, which ofcen fmeH dif
:igreeably from the quantity of greafe about them, 
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and their clothes never being wa{hed. We have I,,,. 
feen them eat the vermin, with which their heads February. 
are fufficiently flocked. '--v-

They alfo ufed to devour, with the greatefi: 
eagemefs, large quantities of flinking train oil, 
and blubber of feals, which we were melting at 
the tent, and had kept near two months; and, 
on board the {hips, they were not fatisfied with 
emptying the lamps, but aCtually fwallowed the 

. cotton, and fragrant wick, with equal voracity. 
It is worthy of notice, that though the inhabi
tants of Van Diemen's land appear to have but 
a fcanty fubfifi:ence, they would not even tafle 
our bread, though they faw us eat it; whereas 
thefe people devoured it greedily, when both mouldy 
and rotten. But this mufl not be imputed to any 
defeCt in their fenfations; for I have obferved them 
throwaway things which we eat, with evident 
difgllfl, after only fmelling to them. 

They {hew as much ingenuity, both in inven
tion and execution, as any uncivilized nations 
under fimilar circumll:ances. For, without the 
ufe of any metal tools, they make every thing 
by which they procure their fllbliflence, clothing, 
and warlike weapons, with a degree of neat nels, 
flrength, and convenience for accompli{hing their 
feveral purpofes. Their chief mechanical tool is 
formed exaCtly after the manner of our adzes; 
and is made, as are alfo the chifTel and goudge, 
of the green ferpent-ll:one or jafper, already men
tioned; though fometimes they are compofed of a 
black. fmoath, and very folid flone. But their 
mailer-piece feems to be carving. which is found 
upon the moll: trifling things; and, in particular, 
the heads of their canoes are fometimes ornament
ed with it in fllCh a manner, as not only (hews 
mU(fh defign, but is alfo an exam pIli of their 
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,,,,. great labour and patience in execution. Theif 
February. cordage for filhing-lines is equal, in firength and 
"-v--J evennefs, to that made by us; and their nets not 

at all inferior. But what rtJufi cofithem more la
bour than any other article, is the making the tools 
we have mentioned; for the fione is exceedingly 
hard. and the only method of falhibning it, we can 
guefs at, is by rubbing one frone upon another. 
which can have but a flow eff"ett Their fubfii
tute for a knife is a Ihell, a bit of flint, or jafper. 
And, as an auger, to bore holes; ,they fix a Ihark's 
tooth in the end of a fmall piece of wood. It is 
true, they have a fmall faw made of fome jag
ged filhes teeth, fixed on the convex edge of a 
piece of wood nicely carved. Bur this, they fay, 
is only ufed to cut up the bodies of their enemies 
whpm they kill in battle. 

No people can have a quicker fenfe of an injury 
done to them, aRd none are more ready to refent 
it. But, at the fame time, they will take an op
I'ortunity of being infolent when they think there 
is no danger of punilhment; which is fo contrary 
to the (pirit of gen'uine bravery, that, perh'aps, 
their eagernefs to refent injuries is to be looked 
upon rather as an eff"ea of a furious difpofiti'on 
than of great courage. They a1fo appear to be of 
a fufpicious or mifirufiful temper (which, however, 
may rather be acquired than natural), for firangers 
never came to our Ihips immediately, but lay in 
their boats at a fmall difiancc:, either to',obferve our 
motions, or confult whethet or no thetlhould ri1k 
their fafety with us. To this thsjoitllt'great de
gree of dilhonefiy; for they ftat.V:cry thing they 
can lay their hands on, if theJWtDe theleafi hope 
,!f not being deteCted; and, in tading, I have 
htde do~bt but they would ~ake ~t'ages, if they 
thought It could be done with fafery; "as they not 

only 
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only refufe to trufi a thing in one's hand for ex- 1777. 
ami nation, but exult if they think they have February. 

tricked you in the bargain. ~ 
Such condua, however, is, in {orne meafure, to 

be expeaed where there appears to be but little 
fubordination, and confequently few, if any, laws, 
to puni!h tranfgreffions. For no man's authority 
feems to extend farther than his own family; and 
when, at any time, they join for mutual defence, 
or any other purpofe, thofe amonglt them who 
are eminent for courage or prudence, are direaors. 
How their private quarrels are terminated is un
cenain; but, in the few we faw, which were of 
little confequence, the parties concerned were cla-
morous and diforderly. . 

Their public contentions are frequent, or rather 
perpetual; for it appears, from their number of 
weapons, and dexterity in uling them, that war 
is their principal profellion. Thefe weapons are 
[pears, patoos and halbe'ns, or fometimes ftones. 
The firfi are made of hard wood pOJllted, of dif
ferent lengths. from five, to twenty, or even thirty 
feet long. The !hort ones are uied for throwing 
as dartS. The patoo or emeet( is of an elliptical 
/hape, about eighteen inches long, with a handle 
made of v.ood, fione, the bone of fame fea ani
mal, or green jafper, and feems to be their princi
pal dependence in battle. The halbert, or long 
dub, is abo\jt five or fix feet long, tapering at 
one end with a carved head, and at the other, 
broad or fiat, with /harp e~ges. 

Beforeithey begin the onfet, they join in a war
fong, to w!iic~ they all keep the exaaetl time, and 
fuonraifi! their paffian to a degree of frantic fury, 
attended willl the molt horrid difiortion of their 
eyes, mouths, and tongues, to filike terror into 
their enemies; whi~h, to thofe who have not been, 

VuL. l. M accllf-
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'777. accufiomed to fuch a praCtice, makes them ap
February. pear more like demons than men, and would aI
'--v--J mofi chill the boldefi with fear. To this fucceeds 

a circumfiance, almofi foretold in their fierce de
meanor, horrid, cruel, and difgraceful to human 
nature; which is, cutting in pieces, even before 
being perfeCtly dead, the bodies of their enemies, 
and, after dreffing them on a fire, devouring the 
fle!h, not only without reil1Ctance, but with pecu
liar fatisfaCtion. 

One might be apt to fuppofe, that people, capa
ble of fuch excefs of cruelty, mufi be defiitute of 
every humane feeling, even amongfi their own 
party. And yet we find them lamenting the lors 
of their friends, with a violence of expreffion 
which argues the mofi tender remembrance of 
them. For both men and women, upon the death 
of thofe conneCted with them, whether in battle 
or otherwife, bewail them with the mofi doleful 
cries; at the (arne time cutting their foreheads 
and cheeks, with !hells or pieces of flint, in large 
ga!hes, until the blood flows plentifully and mixes 
with their tears. They alfo carve pieces of their 
green fione, rudely !haped, as human figures, 
which they ornament with bright eyes of pearl
!hell, and hang th::m about their necks, as memo
rials of thofe whom they held mofi dear; and their 
affeCtions of this kind are fa firong, that they 
cven perform the ceremony of cutting, and la
menting for joy, at the return of any of their 
friends, who have been abfent but for a !hart 
time. 

The children are initiated, at a very early age, 
into all the praCticcs, good or bad, of their fathers; 
fa that you find a boy or girl, nine or ten years 
old, able to perform all the motions, and to imi
tate the frightful gefiures, by whichlhe more aged 

ufe 
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ufe to infpire their enemies with terror, keeping 17". 
the ftricteft time in their fong. They likewife fing, February. 

With fome degree of melody, the traditions of~ 
their forefathers, their actions in war, and other in
different fubjects; of all which they are immode-
rately fond, and fpend much of their time,. in 
thefe amufements, and in playing on a fort of 
flute. 

Their language is far from being harfh or diC
agreeable, though the pronunciation is frequently 
guttural; and whatever qualities are requifite in 
any other language to make it mufical, certainly 
obtain to a confiderable degree here, if we may 
judge from the melody of fame forts of their 
fangs. It is alfo fufficiently comprehenfive, though, 
in many refpects, deficient, if compared with our 
European languages, which owe their perfection 
to long improvement. But a fmall fpecimen is 
here fubjoined, from which fome judgment may 
be formed. I collected a great many of their 
words, both now and in the courCe of our former 
voyage; and being equally attentive, in my in
quiries, about the languages of the other i!1ands 
throughout the South Sea, I have the ampleft proof 
of their wonderful agreement, or rather identity. 
This general obfervation has, indeed, been already 
made in the accounts of the former voyages". 1 
{ball be enabled, however, to confirm and ftrength
en it, by a frefh lill: of words, Celected from a 
large vocabulary in my poffellion; and by placing, 
in the oppotite column, the correfponding words 
as uCed at Otaheite, the curious reader will, at one 
view, .be furniihed with fufficient materials for 
judging by what fubordinate changes the difference 
of dialect 1m been effected . 

• See Hawkefworth's ColIeClion, Vol. iii. p. 474, 475. and 
Captain Cook'. Voyage, Yo1. ii. p. ,64. . 

Mz 
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'''7· Englilh. New Zealand. Otabeite. 
February. 
'-v--'-

Water, Ewy, Evy. 
A tail of a dog, Wyeroo, Ero. 
Death, dead, Kaoo, matte, Matte, roa. 
'fa jiy, Ererre, Eraire. 
A bouje, Ewharre, Ewharre. 
'fa fleep, Moea, Moe. 
A fifo-hook, Makoee, Matou. 
Shut, Opanee, Opanee. 
A bed, Moenga, Moera. 
A butterfly, Epaipe, Pepe. 
'1'0 chew, or eat, Hekaee, Ey. 
Cold, Makkareede, Mareede. 
'1'o-day, . Agooanai, Aooanai . 
'1'he hand, Reenga, Ereema. 
Large, Keeerahoi, Erahoi. 
Red, Whairo, Oora,oora. 
We, Ta00a. Taooa. 
If/here is it? Kahaia, Tehaia. 
A jiolle, Powhy, Owhy. 
A man, Tangata, Taata. 
Black, Purra, purra, Ere, ere. 
White, Ema, Ooama. 
'1'0 re.fide, or dwell, Nohoanna, Nohonoa. 
Out, not withill, Woho, ·Woho. 
Male kind (of any Toa, 

animal), 
Etoa. 

Female, Eoowha, Eooha. 
Afhark, Mango, Mao. 
<fa underJland, Geetaia, Eetea. 
Forgot, Warre, Ooaro. 
rd/erday, Taeninnahoi, Ninnahoi. 
01le, Tahaee, Atahay. 
'1'wo, Rooa, Erooa. 
<fbree, Toroo, Toroo. 
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Englifh. New Zealalld. Otabeite. 

Four, Faa, Ahaa. 
Five, Reema, Ereema. 
Six, Ono, Aono. 
Seven, Heetoo, Aheitoo. 
Eight, 'Va roo, Awaroo. 
Nine, Eeva, Aeeva. 
:ren, Angahoora, Ahooroo. 

The New Zealanders to there numerals prefix 

Eleven, 
CJ'weive, &c. &c. 
<fwmt)', 

Ma; as, 

Matahee. 
Marooa, &c. &c. 
Mangahoora. 
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A 

v o y A G E 

TO THE 

PAC I FIe 0 C E A N. 

BOO K II. 

From leaving New Zealand, to our Arrival 
at Otaheite, or the Society Wands. 

C HAP. I. 

Pro/eeu/ion of thl! VOJage.-Behaviour of the ']'wo 
New Zealanders 011 b~<lrd. - Unfavaurable 
Winds.-An ijla1td called Mangeea diftovered. 
-']'he CoaJl of it examincd.-']'ralljafliOlls 1('1/1. 

the Natives. - An Ac.·ozmt of tbeir Pel/OilS, 
Drtfs, a1td Canoe. - DeJcriptio1t of tbe ljland. 
-A Specimm of tbe Language.-DiJpojition of 
the I1thabitants. 

ON the 25th, at ten o'clock in the morning, '7i7· 

a light breeze fpringing up at North 'Wefl: February. 

by Wefl:, we weighed, fl:ood out of the Sound,:;:?,;-::=' 
and made fail through the fl:rait, with the Difeo· ' 
very in company. We had hardly got the length 
of Cape Tierllwhitte, when the wind took us aback 
at South Eaft. It continued in this quarter till 

two 
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'777. two o'clock the next morning, when we had a few 
}<'ebruary. hours calm. After -which we had a breeze at 
~ North; but here it fixed not long, before it veered 

e I1.2 . to the Eaft, and after that to the South. At length, 
Thurf.27. on the 27th, at eight o'clock in the morning, we 

took our departure from Cape Pallifer, which, at 
this time, bore Weft, feven or eight leagues dif· 
tanto We had a fine gale, and I fieered Eaft by 
North. 

We had no fooner loft fight of lhe land than our 
two New Zealand adventurers, the fea ficknefs 
they now experienced giving a turn to their re
fleCtions, repented heartily of the fiep they h~d 
taken. All the foothing encouragement we could 
think of, availed bm little. They wept, both in 
public and in private; and made their lamentations 
in a kind of fang, which, as far as we could com
prehend the meaning of the words, was expreOive 
of their praifes of their country and people, from 
which they were to be feparated for ever. Thus 
they continued for many days, till their fea fiek
nefs wore off, and the tumnlt of their minds be
gan to fubfide. Then thefe fits of lamentation be
came lefs and lef.~ frequent, and at length entirely 
ceafed. Their native country and their friends 
were, by degrees, forgot, and they appeared to be 
8S firmly attached to us, as if they had been born 
amongft us. 

The wind had not remained many hours at 
Friday ~8. South, before it veered to Somh Eaft and Eaft; and, 

with this, we fiood to the North, till the 28th at 
noon. Being tLen in the latitude of 4lu 17', and 
in the longitude of 177 0 '7' Eaft, we tacked and 
fiood to the Somh Eaft, witlI a gentle breeze at 
Eaft North Eaft. It afterward frefhened, and came 
about to North Eaft; in which quarter it continu
ed two days, and /ometimes blew a frelb gale with 
fqualls, accompanied with fhowers of rain. 

On 
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On the 2d of March at noon, being in the '777. 
latitude of 42° 35' go', longitude 180° 8' Eaft, ~ 
the wind fhifted to North Weft; afterward to Sunday z. 
South Weft; and between this point and North 
it continued to blow, fometimes a ftrong gale with 
hard (qualls, and at other times very moderate. 
With this wind we fteered North Eaft by Eaft 
and Eaft, under all the fail we could carry, till 
the I uh at noon, at which time we were in tbe Tuefd. II. 

latitude of 39° 29', longitude 1960 4' Eaft. 
The wind now veered to North Eaft and South 

Eaft, and I f!:ood to the North, and to the North 
Eaft, as the wind would admit, till one o'clock 
in the morning on the 16th, when having a more Sund. 16. 

favourable gale from the North, I tacked and f!:ood 
to the Eaft; the latitude being 330 40" and 
the longitude 1980 50 Eaft. \Xl e had light airs 
and calms by turns, till noon the next day, when Mond. '7. 

the wing beg1n to frelben at Eaft SOLlth Eaft, 
and I again fiood to the North Eaf!:. Bllt as 
the wind often veered to Eall: and Eaft North 
Eaft, we frequently made no better than a north-
erly comee; nay fometimes to the Wefl:ward 
of North. But the hopes of the wind coming 
more SClutherly, or of meeting with it from the 
\Vefl:ward, a little "ifJollt the Tropic, :IS I had 
experienced in my former vifits to tbis ocean, 
encouraged me to continue this comfe. Indeed 
it was neceifary that I fhould run all riik5, as my 
proceeding to the North this year, in profecutiQn 
of the principal object of the voyage, depended 
entirely on my makifig a quick pal1age to Ota-
heite, or the Society Wands. 

The wind continued invariably fixed at Eaft 
South Eaft, or feldom fhifting above two points 
on either fide. It alfo blew very faint, fo that 
it was the 27th before we crofitd the Tropic, Thurf. a,. 
and then we were only in the longitude of 201 0 

' 

z.,f, 
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'777. 23' Eaft, which was nine degrees to the Weft
March. ward of our intended port. In all this run we 

'--v-I faw nothing, except now and then a Tropic bird, 
that could induce us to think we had failed near any 
land. In the latitude of 34° 2c1, longilUde 199·, 
we pa/fed the trunk of a large tree, which was 
covered with barnacles; a fign that it had been 
long at fea. 

Satur. ~9. On the 29th, at ten in the morning, as we were 
ftanding to the North Eaft, the Difcovery made 
the fignal of feeing land. We faw it from the 
maft-head almoft the fame moment, bearing North 
Eaft by Eift by compafs. We foon ditCovered 
it to be an ifland of no great extent, and ftood 
for it till funfet, when it bore North North Eaft, 
diftant about two or three leagues. 

The night was fpent in ftanding off and on, 
Sundano. and at day-break the next morning, I bore up 

for the lee or Weft fide of the ifland, as neither 
anchorage nor landing appeared to be praCticable 
on the Somh fide, on account of a great furf·, 
which broke every where with violence againft 
the !bore, or againft the reef that furrounded it. 

We prefently found that the it1and was inhabit
ed, and faw feveral people, on a point 9f the 
land we had paired, wading to the reef, where, 
as they found the !bip leaving them quickly, 
they remained. Bllt others, who foon appeared 
in different parts, followed her courfe; and fome
times feveral of them colleCted into fmall bo
dies, who made a fhouting noire all together, 
nearly after the manner of the inhabitants of New 
Zealand. 

Between feven and eight o'clock, we were at 
the Weft North Weft part of the ifland, and, 

.. A very ingenious and fatisfactory account of the caufe of the 
furf, is to be met with in Marfden', Hillory of Sumatra, p. '9, 3'. 

being 
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being near the {bore, we could perceive with our 1777. 

glaffes, that feveral of the natives, who appeared March. 

upon a fandy beach, were all armed with long '-v--J 
{pears and clubs, which they brandi{bed in the 
air with figns of threatening, or, as fame on board 
interpreted their attitudes, with invitations to land. 
Moft of them appeared naked, except having a 
fort of girdle, which, being brought up between 
the thighs, covered that part of the body. But 
fame of them had pieces of cloth of different 
colours, white, ftriped, or chequered, which they 
wore as a garment, thrown about their {boul-
ders. And almoft all of them had a white wrap-
per about their heads, not much unlike a tur-
ban; or, in fome inftances, like a high conical 
cap. We could alCo perceive that they were of 
a tawny colour, and in general of a middling fta-
ture, but rabuft, and inclining to corpulence. 

At this time, a fmall canoe was launched in 
a great hurry from the further end of the beach, 
and a man getting into it, put off, as with a 
view to reach the {bip. On perceiving this, I 
brought to, that we might receive the vilit; but 
the man's refolution failing, he foon returned to
ward the beach, where, after fome time, another 
man· joined him in the canoe; and then they 
both paddled towards us. They ftopt {bort, how
ever, as if afraid to approach, ur.til Omai, who 
addrelfed them in the Otaheite language, in fome 
meafure quieted their apprehenfions. They then 
came near enough to take fame beads and nails, 
which were tied to a piece of wood, and thrown 
into the canoe. They feemed afraid to touch thefe 
things, and put the piece of wood alide without un
tying them. This, however, might arife from fu
perftition; for Omai told us, that when they faw 
us offering them prefents, they alked fomething 
for their Eatooa, or god. He alfo, perhaps impro-

perly, 
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'777. perly, put the queftion to them, 'Vhetber they 
March. ever eat human fle{h? which they anfwered in the 

'--v-J negative, with a mixture of indignation and ab
horrence. One of them, whofe name was Mou
rooo~ being afked how he came by a fcar on his 
forehead, told us that it was the confequence of 
a wound he had got in fighting with the people 
of an ifiand, which lies to the North Eaftward, 
who fometimes came to invade them. They 
afterward took hold of a rope. Still, however, 
they would not venture on board; but told Omai, 
who under/lood them pretty well, that their coun
trymen on {hare had given them this caution, 
at the fame time direCting them to inquire, from 
whence onr {hip came, and to learn the name 
of the Captain. On our parr, we inquired the 
name of the if1and, which they called Mangya 
or Mangeca; and fometimes added to it Noo(, 
nai, 11aiwa. The lIame of their Chief, they faid, 
was Orooaeeka. 

Mourooa was lufty and well made, but not very 
tall. His features were agreeable, and his dif
pofition feemingly no lefs fo; for he made {eve
ral droll gefticulations, which indicated both good
nature and a {hare of humour. He alfo made 
others \vhich feemed of a ferious kind, and re
peated fome words with a devout air, before he 
ventured to lay hold of the rope at the {hip's ftern; 
which was probably to recommend himfelf to the 
proteCtion of fame Di\'inity. His colour was near
lyof the fame caft with that common to the moft 
fouthern Europeans. The other man was not fo 
Ilandfome. Both of them had ftrong, ftraight hair, 
of a jet colour, tied together on the crown of the 
head with a bit of cloth. They wore {uch girdles 
as we had perceived abollt thofe on {hore, and we 
found they were a fubftance made from the Marus 
papyri/era, in the fame manner as at the other ifiands 

of 
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of this ocean. It was glazed like the fort ufed by 1777. 
the natives of the Friendly Wands; but the cloth March. 

on their heads was white, like that which is fOLlnd '-v--J 
at Oraheite. They had on, a kind of fandals, 
made of a graffy fubftance interwoven, which we 
alfo obferved were worn by thore who ftood upon 
the beach; and, as we fuppofed, intended to de-
fend their feet againft the rough coral rock. Their 
beards were long; and the in fide of their arms, 
from the fhoulder to the elbow, and fome other 
parts, were punctured or lalooed, afrer the manner 
of the inhabitants of almoft all the other iflands in 
the South Sea. The lobe of their ears was pierced. 
or rather flit, and to fuch a length, that one of 
them ftuck there a knife and fome beads, which he 
had received from us; and the fame perC on had 
two polifhed pearl-fhells, and a bunch of human 
hair, loofely twifted, hanging about his neck, which 
was the only ornament we obferved. The canoe 
they came in (which was the only one we faw), 
was not above ten feet long, and very narrow; 
but both ftrong and neatly made. The forepart 
had a flat board faftened over it, and projecting 
om, to prevent the fea getting in on plunging, like 
the Cmall Evaas at Otaheite-; but it had an upright 
ftern, about five feet high, like fame in New Zea-
land; and 'the upper end of this fiern-poft was 
forked. The lower part of the canO(l was of 
white wood; but the upper was black, and their 
paddles, made of wood of the fame colour, not 
above threefeet long, broad at one end, and blunt-
ed. 'They paddled either end of the cano.e forward 
indifferently; and only turned about thi::lr faces to 
paddle the contrary way. 

We now fiood off and on; and as foon as the 
fhips were in a proper fiatioIl, about ten o'clock 
I ordered two boats, one of thtm from th~ DiCc)
very, to found the coaft, and to endeavvllr (0 

I fi~ 
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'777. find a landing-place. With this view, J went in 
March. one of them myfelf, taking with me ~uch arti-

'--v---J des to give the natives, as I thought mIght ferve 
to gain their good·will. I had no fooner put off 
from the /hip, than the canoe, with the two men, 
which had left us not long before, paddled to
wards my boat; and, having come alongfide, 
Mourooa fiept into her, without being aiked, and 
without a moment's helitation. 

Omai, who was with me, was ~rdered to in
quire of him, where we could land; and he di
reCted us to two different places. But I faw, with 
regret, that the attempt could not be made at ei
ther place, unlefs at the riik of having our boats 
filled with water, or even ftaved to pieces. Nor 
were we more fortunate in our fearch for an· 
chorage; for we could find no bottom, till with
in a cable's length of the breakers. There we 
met with from forty to twenty fathoms depth, 
over /barp coral rocks; fo that anchoring would 
have been attended with much more danger than 
landing. 

""'bile we were thus employed in reconnoi
tring the /hore, great numbers of the natives 
thronged down upon the reef, all armed as 
above mentioned. Mourooa, who was now in 
my boat, probably thinking that this warlike ap
pearance hindered us from landing, ordered them 
to retire back. As many of them complied, I 
jl1dged he muft be a perfon of fome confequence 
among them. Indeed, if we underfrood him right, 
he was the king's brother. So great was the curi. 
ofity of feveral of them, that they took to the 
water, and, fwimming off to the boats, came on 
board them withom reCerve. Nay, we found it 
difficult to keep them out; and frill more dif
ficult to prevent their carrying off every thing 
thl"y I:ould lay their hands upon. At length, 

when 
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when they perceived that we were returning to '777. 
the /hips, they all left us, except our original March. 

vifiter Mourooa. He, though not without evi-~ 
dent figns of fear, kept his place in my boat, 
and accompanied me on board the /hip. 

The cattle and other new objects, that prefented 
themfelves to him there, did not {hike him with 
fo much furprife as one might have expected. 
Perhaps his mind was too much taken lip about 
his own fafety, to allow him to attend to other 
things. It is certain, that he feemed very lIneafy; 
and the /hip, on ollr getting on board, happen
ing to be fianding off /hore, this circumfiance 
made him the more fo. I could get but little 
new information from him; and therefore, after 
he had made a /hort fiay, 1 ordered a boat to 
carry him in toward the land. As foon as he got 
out of the cabin, he happened to fiumble over 
one of the goats. His curiofity now overcoming 
his fear, he ftopped, looked at it, and afked Omai. 
what bird this was? and not receiving an imme
diate anfwer from him, he repeated the queftion 
to fome of the people lIpon deck. The boat 
having conveyed him pretty near to the furf, he 
leaped into the fea, and fwam a(hore. He had 
no fooner landed, than the multitude of his coun
trymen gathered round him, as if with an eager 
curiofity to learn from him what he had feen ; 
and in this fituation they remained, when we 
loft fight of them. As foon as the boat return
ed, we hoified her in, and made fail from the land . 
to the Northward. 

Thus were we obliged to leave, unvifited, tbis 
fine ifland, which feemed capable of fupplyin& 
aU our wants. It lies in the latitude of 2J

u 57 
South; and in the longitude of 20 I 0 5f Eaft. 
Such parts of the coafi, as fell under our obfer
vation, are guarded by a reef of coral rock, on 

2 ~ 
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'777, the outlide of which the fea is of an unfathomabl~ 
March. depth. It is full five leagues in circuit, and of a 

"--v--J moderate and pretty equal height; though in clear 
weather, it may be certainly [een at the diftance 
of ten leagues; for we had not loft fight of it 
at niaht, when we had run above feven leagues, 
and ilie weather was cloudy. In the middle, it 
rifes into little hills, from whence there is a gen
tle defcent to the fuore, which; at the South Weft 
part, is fteep, though not above ten or twelve 
feet high; and has leveral excavations made by 
the beating of the waves againft a brownifu fand
flone of which it is compofed. The defcent here 
is covered with trees of a deep green colour, 
very thick, but not high, which feem all of one 
fort, unlefs neareft the fuore, where there are 
great numbers of that fpecies of dracama found 
in the woods of New Zealand, which are alfo 
fcattered in fome other places. On the North 
Weft part, the fuore, as we mentioned above, 
ends in a fandy beech; beyond which the land is 
broken down into fmall chafms or gullies, and 
has a broad border of trees refembling tall willows; 
which, from its regularity, might be fuppofed a 
work of art, did not its extent forbid us to think 
fa. Farther up on the afcent, the trees were of 
the deep green mentioned before. Some of us 
fuppofed thefe to be the rima, intermixed with 
low cocoa palms; and a few of fome other forts. 
They feemed not fo thick as on the South Weft 
part, and higher; which appearance might be ow
ing to our nearer approach to the fuon:. On the 
little hills, were fame trees of a taller fort, thinly 
fcattered; bm the other parts of them were either 
bare, and of a reddi(b colour, or covered with fome
thing like fern. Upon the whole, the ifiand has 
a pretty afpeCt, and might be made a beauliful fpot 
by cultivation. 

As 
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As the inhabitants feemed to be both numerous '777. 
and well fed, fuch articles of provilion as the March. 

il1and produces muft be in great plenty. It might, '-v--J 
however, be a matter of curiofity to know, par
ticularly, their method of fubfiftence; for our 
friend Mourooa told tiS, that they had no ani-
mals, as hogs and dogs, both which, however, they 
had heard of; but acknowledged they bad plan-
tains, bread-fruit, and taro. The only birds we 
faw, were fome white egg·birds, terns, :lnd nod-
dies; and one white beron, on the fhore. 

The language of the inhabitants of Mangeea is 
a dialect of that fpoken at Otaheite; though their 
pronunciation, as that of the New Zealanders, be 
more guttural. .some of their words, of which 
two or three are perhaps peculiar to this ifland, are 
here fubjoined, as taken, by Mr: Andcrfon, from 
Omai, who had learnt them in his converfations 
with Mourooa. The Otaheite words, where there 
is any refembJanGe, are placed oppofite. 

EngliCh. Ma1tgeea. Olai1cile. 

A cOCOa nut, Eakkaree, Aree. 
Bread-fruit, Kooroo, Ooroo. 
A canoe, Ewakka, Evaa. 
Friend, Naoo, mou. 
A man, Taata, or Tangata, Taata. 
C/I)th, or cloth Taia, taia aoutee, Eoute. 

plant, 
Mata, Myty. Good, 

A club, Pooroohee. 
Yes, Aee, Ai. 
No, Aoure, Aoure. 
A/pear, I-kyhey. 

Tamaee. A fight, or battle, Etamagee, 
A woman, Waheine, Waheille. 

VOL. I. N 
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Engliili. Mangeea. Olahelt,. 

A daughter, Maheine, Maheine. 
'.the fUll, Heetaia matooa. 
1, Ou, Wou. 
:1he jhore, Euta, Euta. 
WIJat is that? Ehataieee ? Owytaieeoar 
'.there, 00. 
A chief, Ereekee, Eree • 

• r, I r Manna (an adjuntl 
Great, Of power,u '1. to the laft). 
'.to kifs, Qoma. 

The natives of Mangeea feem to refemble thofe 
of Otaheite and the Marquefas in the beauty of 
their perfons, more than any other nation I have 
feen in thefe feas; having a fmooth fkin, and not 
being mUlcular. Their general difpofition alfo 
correfponds, as far as we had opportunities of 
judging, with that which diftinguifhes the firft 
mentioned people. For they are not only cheerful, 
but, as Mourooa fhewed us, are acquainted with 
all the lafcivious gefticulations which the Ota
heiteans practife in their dances. It may alfo be 
fuppofed, that their method of living is fimilar. 
For, though the nature of the country prevented 
our feeing many of their habitations, we obferv
ed one houfe p.ear the beach, which much ref em
bled, in its mode of conftruction, thofe of Ota
heite. It was pleafantly fituated in a grove of 
trees, and app~ared. to be .about thirty feet long, 
;md feven or eIght hIgh, with an open end, which 
reprefenttd an ellipfe divided tranfverfe!y. Before 
it, was fpread fomething white on a few bufhes; 
which we conjectured to be a fifhing net and to 
flppellrance~ of !l v~r,! delicllte te~tl\re,' , 

They 
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Tbey Calute {hangers mucb after the manner of 1777. 

the New Zealanders, by joining noCes; adding ~ 
however, the additional ceremony of taking tbe 
hand of the perCon to wbom they are paying civi-
lities, and rubbing it with a degree of force upon 
tbeir noCe and moutb * . 

.. The inhabitants of the Palao., New Philippine, or rather 
Caroline lOands, at the difrance ef almoll fifteen hundred leagues 
from Mangeea, have the fame mode of falutation. "Leur ci
..tI, vilir:e, & la marque de leur refpeEt, conflf't:~ a prendre la main 
" ou Ie pied de celui a qui ils veulent {aire houneur, & s'en 
" frotter doucement tout Ie vifage." Leltres EJijiantes ftJ eu
rieujes, Tom. xv. p. z08. Edit. ,,8,. 

N2 C HAP. 
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C HAP. II. 

'l'he Difcovery of an Ijland· called Waleeoo. - Its 
Coa}s examined. - FiJits from the Natives on 
board the Ships.-MeJf. Gore, Burney, Ilnd An
derfon, with Omai, fent on Shore.-Mr. Ander
fan'S Narrative of their Reception.-Omai's Ex
pedimt to prevent th.eir being detained.-His .meet
ing with fame of hzs Countrymen, and theIr diJ
trefsful Poyage. - Farther Account of Wateeoo, 
and of its Inhabitants. 

'777· AFTER leaving Mangeea, on the afternoon 
~ of the 30th, we continued our courfe North
Sundano. ward all that night, and till noon on the 3 I 11: ; 
Mond. 31. when we again faw land, in the direction of North 

Eaft by North, diftant eight or ten leagues. 
April. Next morning, at eight o'clock, we had got 

Tuefd. I. abreaft of its North end, within four leagues of 
it, but to leeward; and could now pronounce it 
to IJe an i!1and, nearly of the fame appearance and 
extent with that we had fo lately left. At the 
fame time, another i!1and, but much fmaller, was 
feen right ahead. We could have foon reached 
this; but the largell: one had the preference, 
as moll: likely to furnilh a fupply of food for 
the cattle, of which we began to be in great 
want. 

·With this view I determined to work up to it; 
but as there was but little wind, and that little was 

unfavour-
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unfavourable, we were frill two leagues to leeward 1777.

at eight o'clock the following morning. Soon ~ 
after, I fent two armed boats from the Refolution, Wedn.~. 
and one from the Difcovery, under the command 
of Lieutenant Gore, to look for anchoring-ground, 
and a landing-place. In the mean time, we plyed 
up under the ifiand with the fhips. 

Jull: as the boats were putting off, we obferved 
feveral fingle canoes coming from the fhore. 
They went fidl: to the Difcovery, fhe being the 
neareft /hip. It was not long after, when three 
of theCe canoes came along-fide of the Refolutian, 
each conducted by one man. They are long and 
narrow, and fupponed by outriggers. The ftern 
is elevated about three or four feet, fomething 
like a fhip's fiero-poft. The head is flat above, 
but prow-like below, and turns down at the extre
mity, like the end of a violin. Some knives, 
beads, and other trifles were conveyed to our vi
fiters; and they gave us a few cocoa-nuts, upon 
our alking for them. But they did not part with 
them by way of exchange for what they had re
ceived from us. For they feemed to have no idea 
of bartering; nor did they appear to efiimate any 
of our prefents at a high rate. . 

With a little perfuafion, one of them made his 
canoe faft to thefhip, and came on board; and 
the other two, encouraged by his example, foon 
followed him. Their whole behaviour marked 
that fhey were quite at their eafe, and felt no 
10rt of apprehenfion of our detaining, or ufing 
them ill. 

After their ~eparture, another canoe arrived, 
~onduCl;ed by a man who brought a bunch of plan
tains as a prefent to me; alking for me by name, 
having learnt it from Omai, who was Cent befo~e 
us in the boat with Mr. Gore. In return for thIS 

civility, 
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'777. civility, I gave him an axe, and a piece of red 
April. cloth; and he paddled back to the {hare well fa

'--v--' tisfied. I afterward underftood from Omai, that 
this prefent hlld been fent from the king, or 
principal Chief of the i{]and. 

Not long after, a double canoe, in which were 
twelve men, came toward us. As they drew near 
the (hip, they recited fome words in concert, by 
way of chorus·, one of their number firft ftand
ing up, and giving the word before each repetition. 
When they had fini!hed their falemn char-t, they 
came along-fide, and aiked for the Chief. As fOOll 
as I !hewed myfelf, a pig and a few cocoa-nuts 
were conve) ed up into the !hip; and the principal 
perf on in the canoe made me an additional prefent 
of a piece of matting, as foon as he and his com
panions got on board. 

Our vifiters were conduCted into the cabin, 
and to other parts of the fhip. Some objeCts 
feemed to {hike them with a degree of furprife ; 
but nothing fixed their attention for a moment. 
They were afraid to come near the cows and 
horres; nor did they form the leaft conception of 
their nature. But the fheep and goats did not fur
pals the limits of their ideas; for they gave us to 
underftand, that they knew them to be birds. It 
will appear rather incredible, that human ignorance 

'" Something like this ceremony was performed by the inha
bitants of the Marquefas, when Captain Cook vifited them in 
Ii 74· See his V'IJ·age, Vol. i. p. 301. It is curious to obferve, 
at what immenfe diitances this mode of receiving ftrangers 
prevails. ~adillo, who failed from Manilla in 1710, on a 
vuyage to difcover the Pala"" IIIands, was thus receIved there. 
The writer of the relation of his v"yage fays, "Auffitot qu·il. 
" approcherent de notre bord, its fe mirent a chanter. lis re
." gloient la cadence, en frappaDt des mains fur leurs cuiffes." 

Let/res Edifiantes f9 Curieufes, Tom. xv. p. 123. 

could 
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could ever make fa firange a mifiake; there not '77'. 
being the mofi difiant fimilitude between a theep April. 
or goat, and any winged animal. But thefe peo- '-.,-.J 

pie feemed to know nofhing of the exifience of 
any other land-animals, be6des hogs, dogs, and 
birds. Our theep and goats, they could fee, were 
very different creatures from the two firfi, and 
therefore they inferred, that they mutt belong to 
the latter c1afs, in which they knew there is a con
fiderable variety of fpecies. I made a prefent to 
my new friend of what I thought might be moll: 
acceptable to him; but, on his going away, he 
feemed rather difappointed than pleafed. I after-
ward underfiood that he was very defirous of ob-
taining a dog, of which animal this il1and could 
not boaft, though its inhabitants knew that the 
race e~ifted in other illands of their ocean. Cap-
tain Clerke had received the like prefent, with the 
fame view, from another man, who met with from 
him the like difappointment. 

The people in there canoes were in general of a 
middling fize, and not unlike thofe of Mangeea ; 
though feveral were of a blacker caft than any 
we faw there. Their hair was tied on the crown of 
the head, or flowing loofe about the thoulders; 
and though in fame it was of a frizzling difpofi
tion, yet, for the moft part, that, as well as the 
ftraight lort, was long. Their features were va
rious, and fame of the young men rather handfome. 
Like thofe of Mangeea, they had girdles of glazed 
cloth, or fine matting, the ends of which, being 
brought betwixt theu thighs, covered the adjoin
ing parts. Ornaments, compofed of a fort of 
broad grafs, ftained with red, and 1hung with ber
ries of the night-thade, were worn about their 
necks. Their ears were bored, but not flit; and 
they were punctured up<m the legs, from the knee 

to 
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1777. to the heel, which made them appel\r as if they 
April. wore a kind of boots. They alfo refembled the 

'-'r-' inhabitants of Mangeea in the length of their 
beards, and, like them, wore a fort of randals up
on thtir feet. Their behaviour was frank and 
cheerful, with a great deal of good-nature. 

At three o'clock in the afternoon, Mr. Gore re
turned with the boat,and informed me, that he 
had examined all the Weft fide of the itland, with
out finding a place where a boat could land, or the 
(hips could anchor, the /hore being every where 
bounded by a fteep coral rock. againft which the 
rea broke in a dreadful furf. But as the nativ~ 
feemed very friendly, and to exprefs a degree of 
difappointment when they faw that our people 
failed in their attempts to land, Mr. Gore was of 
opinion, that by means of Omai, who could beft 
(!xplain our requeft, they might be prevailed upon 
to bring off to the boats, beyond the furf, fuch ar
ticles as we moft wanted; in particular, the ftems 
of plantain trees, which make good food for the 
cattle. Having little or no wind, the delay of a 
day or two was not of any moment; and therefore 
I determined to try the experiment, and got every 
thillg ready againft the next morning. 

'r:hurf.3. &Jon after day-break, we obferved fome canoes 
com~ng off to the !hips, and one of them directed 
j{S Celude to the Refolution. In it was a. hog, 
with fome plantains and cocoa nuts, for which the 
people, who biOught them, demanded a dog from 
us, and refufed every other thing that we offered 
in exchange. Ome of our gentlemen on board, 
happened to ha\'e a dog and a bitch, which were 
g~eat nuifances in the (hip, and might oove been 
d!~~ored of on tms occafion for a purpafe of real 
uttht.Y, by: ~ropagatjng a race of fa ufeft.ll an alili
mal In tius Ifland. But the';'r owner had no fuch. 

\ lews, 
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views, in making them the companions of his voy- '77,. 
age. However, to gratify thefe people, Omai part. April. 

ed with a favourite dog he had brought from Eng- --.r--I 
land; and with this acquifition they departed high-
ly fatisfied. 

About ten o'clock, I difpatched Mr. Gore with 
three boats, two from the Refolution, and one from 
the Difcovery, to try the experiment he had pro
pofed. And, as I could confide in his diligence 
and ability, I left it entirely to himfelf, to act as, 
from circumfl:ances, he fhould judge to be moll: 
proper. Two of the natives, who had been on 
board, accompanied him, and Omai went with him 
in his boat as an interpreter. The {hips being a 
full league from the ifland when the boats put off, 
and having but little wind, it was noon before we 
could work up to it. We then faw our three boats 
riding at their grapplings. jufl: without the furf, and 
a prodigious number of the natives on the fhore, 
abreafl: of them. By this we concluded, that Mr. 
Gore, and others of our people, had landed, and 
our impatience to know the event may be eafily 
conceived. in order to obferve their motions, and 
to be ready to give them fuch aflifl:ance as they 
might want, and our refpeClive fituations would 
admit of, I kept as near the (hare as was prudent. 
I was fenfible, however, that the reef was as effec
tual a barrier between us and our friends who had 
landed, and put them as much beyond the reach of 
our protection, as if half the circumference of the 
globe had intervened. But the iflanders, it was pro
bable, did not know this fo well as we did. Some of 
them, now and then, came off to the {hips in their 
canoes, wirh a few cocoa nuts; which they exchang
ed for whatever was offered to them, without feem .. 
}ng to give the preference to any particular article. 

Thefe occa6.onal vi6ts ferved to Idfen my folici
tude abom olir people who had landed. Though 

we 
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''17. we could get no information from o~r viliters; yet 
April. their venturing on board feemed to Imply, at leall:, 

'--v--J that their countrymen on /hore had not made an 
improper ufe of the confidence put in them. At 
length, a little before fun-fet, we had the fatisfac
tion of feeing the boats put off. When they got 
on board, I found that Mr. Gore himfelf, Omai, 
Mr. Anderfon, and Mr. Burney, were the only per
fans who had landed. The tranfactions of the 
day were now fully reported to me by Mr. Gore; 
but Mr. Anderfon's account of them being very 
particular, and including fame remarks on the 
ii1and and its inhabitants, I /hall give it a place 
here, nearly in his own words . 

.. We rowed toward a fmall fandy beach, upon 
which, and upon the adjacent rocks, a great num
ber of the natives had aiTembled; and came to an 
anchor within a hundred yards of the reef, which 
extends about as far, or a little farther, from the 
/hare. Several of the natives fwam off, bringing 
cocoa nuts; and Omai, with their countrymen, 
whom we had with us in the boats, made them fen
fible of our wi/h to land. But their attention was 
taken up, for a little time, by the dog, which had 
been carried from the /hip, and was jull: brought 
on !bore, round whom they flocked with great ea
gernefs. Soon after, two canoes came off; and, to 
create a greater confidence in the iOanders, we de
termined to go unarmed, and run the hazard of be
ing treated well or ill. 

Mr. Burney, the firft Lieutenant of the Difco
very, and I, went in one canoe, a little time before 
the other; and Qur conductors, watching atten
tively the motions of the furf, landed liS fafefy 
upon the reef. An ifiander took hold of each of 
us"obviouOy wilh an attention to fuppo'rt us ill 
walking, o\'er the rugged rocks, to the beach, 

where 
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.where Ceveral of the others met us, holding the "77. 

green boughs, of a fpecies of Mimofa, in their ~ 
hands, and Caluted us by applying their nofes to 
ours. 

We were conducted from the beach by our 
guides, amidft a great crowd of people, who flock
ed with very eager curiofity to look at us; and 
would have prevented our proceeding, had not 
fome men, who feemed to have authority, dealt 
blows, with little diftinction, amongft them, to keep 
them off. We were then led up an avenue of 
cocoa-palms; and foon came to a number of men, 
arranged in two rows, armed with clubs, which 
they held on their (houlders, much in the manner 
we reft a mufquet. After walking a little way 
amongft thefe, we found a perf on who feemed a 
Chief, fitting on the ground crofs-legged, cooling 
himfelf with a fort of triangular fan, made from 
a leaf of the cocoa-palm, with a poli(hed han
dle, of black wood, fixed to one corner. In his 
ears were large bunches of beautiful red feathers, 
which pointed forward. But he had no other 
mark, or ornament, to difring\li(h him from the 
reft of the people; though they all obeyed him 
with the greateft alacrity. He either naturally 
had, or at this time put on, a ferious, but not fe
vere countenance; and we were defired to !alute 
him as he fat, by fome people who feemed of 
confeqllence. 

We proceeded frill amongft the men armed with 
clubs, and came to a fecond Chief, who fat fanning 
himfelf, and ornamented as the firft. He was re
markable for his fize, and nncommon corpulence, 
though, (Q appearance, not above thirty years of 
age. In the fame manner, we were conducted 
to a third Chief, who feemed older than the two 

I former, 
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'1". former, and, though not (0 fat a.s the fecond, was 
April. of a large fize. He alro was fitting, and adorned 

<-.r--J with red feathers; and after falming him as we had 
done the others, he defired us both to fit down. 
Which we were very willing to do, being pretty 
well fatigued with walking up, and with the ex
cellive heat we felt amongft the vall: crowd that 
furrounded us. 

In a few minutes, the people were ordered to 
feparate; and we faw, at the diftance of thirty 
yards, about twenty young women, ornamented 
as the Chiefs, with red feathers, engaged in a 
dance, which they performed to a flow and fe
rious air, fung by them all. We got up, and 
went forward to fee them; and though we mull: 
have been ftrange o~eas to them, they continued 
their dance, without paying the leaft attention 
to us. They feemed to be direCted by a man 
who ferved as a prompter, and mentioned each mo
tion they were to make. But they never chang
ed the fpot, as we do in dancing, and though 
their feet were not at reft, this exercife conftfted 
more in moving the fingers very nimbly, at the 
fame time holding their hands in a prone polition 
near the face, and now and then alfo clapping them 
together"'. Their motions and fang were per
formed in fuch exact concen, that it tbould feem 
they had been taught with great care; and proba
bly they were feleCted for this ceremony, as few of 
thofe whom we faw in the crowd equalled them 
in beauty. In general, they were raCher flout 
than flender, with black hair flowing in ringlets 
down the neck, and of an olive complexion . 

.. The dan.es of the inhabitllflts of ·the Caroline Wand. have 
a great refemblance to thafe here defcribed. See Lettres .idj[ .• 1 
Curie'!!es, Tom. ltv. p. 315. See alfo, in the [amI' volume, p. 
207. what is [aid of the finging and dancing of the inhabitant. 
of the Palaos Ull\lld., which belon& to the fame group. 

Their 
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'Their fealures were, rather, fuller than what we '777. 
allow 10 p~rfea beauties, aAd much alike; but their April. 

eyes were of a deep black, and each countenance '-v--J 
expreffed a degree of complacency and modelly, 
peculiar to the (ex in every part of the world; but 
perhaps more confpicuous here, where Nature pre-
fented us with her productions in the fullell perfec-
tion, 'unbiaffed in kntiment by cullom, or unre-
llrained in manner by art. Their !hape and limbs 
were elegantly formed. For, as their drefs confift-
cd only of a piece of glazed cloth faftened about 
the waill, and fcarcely reaching fa low as the knees, 
in many we had an opportunity of obferving every 
part. This dance was not fini!hed, when we heard 
a noire, as if fome horfes had been galloping to-
ward us; and, on looking afide, we faw the peo-
ple armed with clubs, who had been deli red, as 
we fuppofed, to entertain us with the fight of 
their manner of fighting. This they now did, 
one party purfuing another who fled. 

As we fuppofed the ceremony of being introduc
ed to the Chiefs was at an end, we began to look 
about for Mr. Gore and Omai; and, though the 
crowd would hardly fuffer us to move, we at length 
found them coming up, as much incommoded by 
the number of people as we had been, and intro
duced in the fame manner to the three Chiefs, 
whofe nalnes were Otteroo, Taroa, and Fatou
weero. Each of thefe expeCl:ed a prefent; and 
Mr. Gore gave them fuch things as he had brought 
with him from the /hip, for that purpo[e. Af
ter this, making ufe of Omai as his interpreter, 
he informed the Chiefs with what intention we 
had come on !hare; but was given to under
ftand, that he mull wait till the next day, and then 
he {bonld have what was wanted. 

Thev 
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'777. They now feemed to take fome pains to feparate 

April. us from each other; and everyone of us had his 
~ circle, to furround and gaze at him. For my own 

part, I was, at one time, above an hour apart from 
my friends; and when I told the Chief, with whom 
I fat, that I wanted to fpeak to Omai, he peremp
torily refufed my requeft. At the fame time, I 
found the people began to fteal feveral trifling things 
which I had in my pocket; and when I took the li
berty of complaining to the Chief of this treatment, 
he juftified it. From thefe circumftances, I now 
entertained apprehenfions, that they might have 
formed the defign of detaining us amongft them. 
They did not, indeed, feem to be of a difpofition 
fo favage, as to make liS anxious for the fafety of 
our perfons; but it was, neverthelefs, vexing to 
think, we had hazarded being detained by their 
curiofity. In this fituation, I afked for fomething 
to eat; and they readily brought to me fame 
cocoa·nuts, bread-fruit, and a fort of four pudding, 
which was prefented by a woman. And on my 
complaining much of the heat, occafioned by the 
crowd, the Chief himfelf condefcended to fan 
me, and gave me a fmall piece of cloth, which 
he had round his waift. 

I'vir. Burney happened to come to the place where 
I "":1~, I mentioned my fufpicions to him; and, to 
put it to the teft, whether they were well-found
ed, we attempted to get to the beach. But we 
were flopped, when about half-way, by fame men, 
who told liS, that we muft go back to the place 
which we had left. On coming up, we found 
Omai entertaining the fame apprehenfions. But 
he had, as he fancied, an additional reafon for 
being afraid; for he had obferved, that they had 
dug a hole in the ground for an oven, which 
they were now heating; and he could affign no 
other rear on for this, than that they meant to roaft, 

and 
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and eat us, as is praCtiCed by the inhabitants of .",. 
New Zealand. Nay, he went Co far as to alk them April. 
the queftion; at which they were greatly CurpriCed, ~ 
alking, in return, whether that was a cuftom with 
us? Mr. Burney and I were rather angry that 
they Ihould be thus Cufpetked by him; there hav-
ing, as yet, been no appearances, in their con-
duel: toward us, of their being capable of fuch 
brutality. 

In this manner we were detained the greateft 
part of the day, being fometimes together, and 
fometimes feparated; but always in a crowd; 
who, not fatisfied with gazing at us, frequently 
defired us to uncover pans of our Ikin; the tight 
of which commonly produced a general murmur 
of admiration. At the fame time, they did not 
omit thefe opportunities of rifling our pockets; 
and, at laft, one of them fnatched a fmall bayo
net from Mr. Gore, which hung in its Ibeath by 
his fide. This was reprefented to the Chief, who 
pretended to fend fome perfon in fearch of it. 
But, in all probability, he countenanced the theft; 
for, foon after, Omai had a dagger ftolen from 
his fide, in the Came manner; though he did not 
mifs it immediately. 

Whether they obCerved any figns of uneafinefs 
in us, or that they voluntarily repeated their em
blems of friendfhip when we expreffed a defire to 
go, I cannot tell; but, at this time, they brought 
fome green boughs, and fticking their ends in 
the ground, defired we might hold them as we 
fat. Upon our urging again the bufineCs we 
came upon, they gave us to underftand, that we 
muff ftay and eat with them; and a pig which 
we faw, foon after, lying near the oven, which 
they had prepared and heated, removed Omai's 
apprehenfions of belng put into it himfelf; and 
made us think it might be intended for our re-

paft. 
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'777. paft. The Chief alfo prdmifed to fend [orne peo
April. pie to procure food for the cattle; but it was not 

.-v--J till pretty late in the afternoon, that we faw them 
return with a few plantain-trees, wbich they carried 
to our boats. 

In the mean time, Mr. Burney and I attempted 
again to go to the beach; but when we arrived, 
found ourfeives watched by people, who, to ap
pearance, had been placed there [or this purpofe. 
For when I tried to wade in upon the reef, one 
of them took hold of my clothes, and dragged 
me back. I picked up fome fmall pieces of coral, 
which they required me to throw down again; and, 
on my refural, they made no fcntple to take them 
forcibly from me. I had gathered fume (mall 
plants; but thefe alfo I could not be permitted to 
retain. And they took a fan from Mr. Burney, 
which he had received as a pre{ent on coming 
afbore. Omai {aid, we had done wrong in tak
ing up any thing; for it was not the cull:om here 
to permit freedcms of that kind to {hangers, till 
they had, in fame mea{ure, naturalized them to 
the country, by entertaining them with fdtivity 
for two or lhree days. 

Finding that the only method of procuring bet
ter treatment was to yield implicit obedience to 
their .... ill, we went up again to the place we had 
left; and they now promifed, that we fbould have 
a canoe to carry us off to our boats, after we 
had eaten of a rcpaft which had been prepared 
for us. 

Accordingly, the fecond Chief, to whom we 
had been introduced in the morning, having feat
ed himfelf upon a law broad ftool of blackifb hard 
wood, tolerably polifbed, and directing the mul
titude to make a pretty large ring, made us fit 
down by him. A confiderable number of cocoa· nuts 

2 ~re 
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were now brought; and. /hortly after, a long '777. 
green balker, with a fufficient quantity of baked April. 
plantains to have ferved a dozen perfons. A piece "--y-...o 
of the young hog, that had been dreffed, was then 
fet before each of us, of which we were defired to 
eat. Our appetites, however, had failed, from 
the fatigue of the day; and though we did eat a 
little to pleaCe them, it was without fatisfaction to 
ourfelves. 

It being now near fun-fet, we told them it was 
time to go on board. This they allowed; and Cent 
down to the beach the remainder of the victuals 
that had been dreffed, to be carried with us to the 
/hips. But, before we fet out, Omai was treated 
with a drink he had been uCed to in his own coun
try; which, we obCerved, was made here, as at 
other illands in the South Sea, by chewing the root 
of a fort of pepper. We found a canoe ready to 
put us off to our boats; which the natives did, 
with the fame caution as when we landed. But, 
even here, their thievifh difpofition did not leave 
them. For a perCon of forne conCequence among 
them, who came with us, took an opportunity. 
juft as they were pufhing the canoe into the furf. 
to fnatch a bag out of her, which I had, with the 
greateft difficulty, preferved all the day; there be
ing in it a fmall pocket-piftol, which I was unwil
ling to part with. Perceiving him, I called out. 
exprefiing as much difpleafure as I could. On 
which he thought proper to return, and Cwim with 
the bag to the canoe; but denied he had fiolen it, 
though detected in the very act. They put liS on 
board our boats, with the cocoa-nuts, plantains, and 
other provilions, which they had brought; and we 
rowed to the fhips, very well pleafed that we had 
at laft got Ollt of the hands of our troublefome 
mafl:ers. 

VOL. 1. 0 'Ve 
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1777. We regretted much, that our reO:rained fituation 
April. gave us fo little opportunity of .making obfervati· 

"-v--J ons on the country. For, during (he whole day, 
we were feldom a hundred yards from the place 
where we were introduced to the Chiefs on land· 
ing; and, confequentiy, were confined to the 
furrounding objeCls. The firO: thing that prefent
ed itfelf, worthy of our notice, was the number of 
people; which muO: have been, at leaO:, two thou
fand. For thofe who welcomed us on the fhorc~, 
bore no proportion to the multitude we found 
amongO: the trees, on proceeding a little way up. 

We could alfo obferve, that, except a few, thofe 
we had hitherto feen on board, were of the lower 
c1afs. For a great number of thofe we now met 
with, had a fuperior dignity in their air, and were 
of a much whiter caft. In general, they had the 
hair tied on the crown of the head, long, black, 
and of a moO: luxuriant growth. Many of the 
young men were perfea: models in fhape, of a 
complexion as delicate as that of the women, and, 
to appearance, of a difpofition as amiable. Others, 
who were more advanced in years, were corpulent; 
and all had a remarkable fmoothnefs of the !kin. 
Their general drefs was a piece of cloth, or mat, 
wrapped about ·the waift, and covering the parts 
which modefty conceals. But fome had pieces of 
mats, moO: curiouf1y varied with black and white, 
made into a fort of jacket without fleeves; and 

. others wore conical caps of cocoa-nut core, neatly 
interwoven with fmall beads, made of a fhelly 
fubO:ance. Their ears were pierced; and in them 
they hung bits of the membraneous part of fome 
plant, or ftuck there an odoriferous flower, which 
feemed to be a fpecies of gardenia. Some, who 
were of a fuperior c1afs, and alfo the Chiefs had 
two little balls, with a common bare, made 'from 

the 
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the bone of fame animal, which was hung round I,,,. 
the neck, with {l great many folds of fmall cord. April. 

And after the ceremony of introduction to the '--v--J 
Chiefs was ever, they then appeared without their 
red feathers; which are certainly confide red here 
as a particular mark of diftinction; for none but 

· themfelves, and the young women who danced, 
affumed them. 

Some of the men were punctured all over the 
fides and back, in an uncommon manner; and 
fome of the women had the fame ornament on 
their legs. But this method was confined to thofe 
who feemed to be of a fuperior rank! and the 
men, in that cafe, were alfo generally diftinguifh
ed by their fize and corpulence, unlefs very young. 
The women of an advanced age had their hair 
cropped iliort; and many were cut, in oblique 

· lines, all over the fore-part of the body; and fome 
of the wounds, which formed rhomboidal figures, 
had been fo lately inflicted, that the coagulated 
blood ftill remained in them. 

The wife of one of the Chiefs appeared with her 
child, laid in a piece of red cloth, which had 
been prefented to her hufband; and feemed to 
carry it with great tendernelS, fuckling it much 
after the manner of our women. Another Chief 
introduccd his daughter, who was young and 
beautiful; but appeared with all the timidity natu-

· ral to the fex; though {he gazed on us with a kind 
of anxious concern, that feemed to ftruggle with 
her fear, and to exprefs her aftonifhment at fo un;" 
ufual a fight. Others advanced with more firm
nefs, and, indeed, were lefs rcferved than We ex
pected; but behaved with a becoming modefty. 
We did not obferve any perfonal deformities 
amongft either fex; except in a few who had 
fcars of broad fuperficial ulcers, rematning on the 

02 faco 
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'777. face and orh:::r parts. In proportion to the number 
April. of people alTembled, there appeared not many old 

'-ov--I men .or women; which may eafily be accounted 
for, by fuppoting that fuch as were in an advanced 
period of life, might neither have the inclination. 
nor the ability, to come from the more difiant 
parts of the illand. On the other hand, the chil
dren were numelOUS; and both thefe, and the 
men, climbed the trees to look at us, when we were 
hid by the furrounding crowd. 

About a third part of the men were armed with 
clubs and (pears; and, probably, thefe were only 
the perfons who had come from a difiance, as ma
ny of them -had fmall balkets, mats, and other 
things, fallened 1O the ends of their weapons. The 
clubs were generally about fix feet long, made of 
a hard black wood, lance-!haped at the end, but 
much broader, with the edge nicely (colloped, and 
tl.e whole neatly poli!hed. Others of them were 
narrower at the point, much !horter, and plain; 
and fame were even fo (mall, as to be ufed with 
one hand. The fpears were made of the fame 
wood, limply pointed; and, in general, above 
twelve feet long; though fome were (0 !hort, that 
they feemed intended to be thrown as darts. 

The place where we were all the day, was un
der the !hade of various trees; in which they pre
ferved their canoes from the fun. About eight or 
ten of them were here, all double ones; that is, 
two tingle ones fafiened together (as is ufual, 
throughout the whole extent of the Pacific Ocean), 
by rafters la!hed acrofs. They were about twen~ 
ty feet long, about four feet deep, and the fides 
rounded with a plank raifed upon them, wRich was 
fall:ened firongly by means of withes. Two of 
thefe canoes were moft curioufly fiained, or paint
ed, aIL over with black, in numberlefs fmall fi-

2 gures; 
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gures; as fquares, triangles, &c. and excelled, by, 1~77. 
far, any thing of that kind I had ever feen at any April. 

other if1and in this ocean. Our friends here, i:l-~ 
deed, feemed to have exerted more fkill in doing 
this, than in punCturing their own bodies. The 
paddles were about four feet long. nearly ellipti-
cal; but broader at the upper end than the mid-
dle. Near the fame place was a hllt or fhe'd, 
about thirty feet long, and nine or ten high; in 
which, perhaps, thefe boats are built; but, at this 
time, it was empty. 

The great eft number of the trees around us 
were cocoa-palms; fame forts of hibfjcus; a fpecies 
of euphorbia; and, toward the fea, abundance of 
the fame kind of trees we had feen at Mangeea 
Nooe Nainaiwa; and which feemed to fnrround 
the fhores of this if1and in the fame manner. They 
are tall and f1ender, not much unlike a cyprefs; 
but with bunches of long, round, articulated 
leaves. The natives call them e!oa. On the 
ground we faw fame grafs; a fpecie's.of ,'onvolvlI
Ills; and a good deal of treacfe-lI1uJlard. There 
are alfo, doubt/eiS, other fruit-trees and l1(eful 
plants which we did not fee. For, befides (everal 
lorts of plantains, they brought, at differe'nt times, 
roots which they call taro (the (oecos of other coun
tries); a bread -fruit; and a bafket of mafted nnts, 
of a kidney-fhape, in tafte like a chefnut, but 
coarfer. 

What the foil of the if1and may be, f.1rther in.,. 
land. we could not tell. But, toward the fea, it is 
nothing more than a bank of coral, ten Or twelve 
feet high, fteep, and rugged; except where there 
are fmall fandy be;lches, at fame clefts where the 
afcent is gradual. The coral. thnl1gh it has, pro., 
bably, been expofed to the weather for many cen
turies, has undergone no farther change than be-

com 109 
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'777. coming black on the furface; which, from its irre
April. gularity, is not much unlike large maires of a burnt 

'--v--J fubfiance. But, on breaking fome pieces off, we 
found, that, at the depth of two or three inches, 
it ~as jufi as fre!h as the pieces that had been lately 
thrown upon the beach by the waves. The reef or 
rock, that lines the !hore entirely, runs to different 
breadths into the fea, where it ends, a\1 at once, 
and becomes like a high, fl:eep wall. It is, nearly, 
even with the furface of the water, and of a brown 
or brick colour; but the texture is rather porous, 
yet fufficient to withfiand the wa!hing of the furf 
which continua\1y breaks upon it." 

Though the landing of our Gentlemen proved 
the means of enriching my Journal with the fore
going particulars, the principal objeB: I had in view 
was, in a great meafllre, unattained; for the day 
was fpent withc.ut getting anyone thing from the 
iiland worth mentioning. The natives, however, 
were gratified with a fight they never before had; 
and, probably, will never have again. And mere 
curiofity feems to have been their chief motiv.e for 
keeping the gentlemen under fuch refiraint, and 
for llling every art to prolong their continuance 
amongfl: them. 

It has been mentioned, that Omai was fent upon 
this expedition; and, perhaps, his being Mr. Gore's 
interpreter was not the only fervice he performed 
this day. He was afked, by the natives, a great 
many quefiions concerning us, our !hips, our coun
try, and the fort of arms we ufed; and, according 
to the account he gave me, his anfwers were not a 
little upon the marvellous. As, for infiance, he 
tol~ th.em, that our countrr had !hips as large as 
their liland; on board which were infl:ruments of 
war (defcribing Ollr guns), of fuch dimenlions, that 
feveral people might lit within them; and that one of 

them 
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them was fufficient to crulh the whole ifland at one '??7. 
fuot. This led them to inquire of him, what fort April. 

of guns we aCtually had in our two fuips. He '--v-
faid, that though they were but fmall, in compll-
rifon with thofe he had juft defcribed, yet, with 
fuch as they were, we could, with the greateft 
eafe, and at the diftance the fhips were from the 
fhore, deftroy the if1and, and kill every foul in it. 
They perfevered in their inquiries, to know by 
what means this could be done; and Omai ex-
plained the matter as well as he could. He ~Jappened 
luckily to have a few cartridges in his pocket. Thefe 
he produced; the balls, and the gunpowder which 
was to fet them in motion, were fubmitted to in
fpeCtion; and to fupply the defeCts of his defcrip-
tion, an appeal was made to the fenfes of the fpec-
tators. It has been mentioned above, that one of 
the Chiefs had ordered the multitude to form them .. 
felves into a circle. This furnifhed Omai with a 
convenient ftage for his exhibition. In the center 
of this amphitheatre, the inconfiderable quantity 
of gunpowder, colleCted from his carrridges, was 
properly difpofed upon the ground, and, by means 
of a bit of burning wood from the oven, where 
dinner was dreiling, fet on fire. The fudden blaft, 
and loud report, the mingled flame and fmoke, 
that inftantly fucceeded, now filled the whole af-
fembly with aftonifhment; they no longer doubt-
ed the tremendous power of our weapons, and gave 
full credit to all that Omai had (aid. 

If it had not been for the terrible ideas they 
conceived of the guns of our fhips, from this fpe
cimen of their mode of operation, it was thought 
that they would have detained the gentlemen all 
night. For Omai affured them, that, if he and 
his companions did not return on board the fame 
day, they might expeCt that I would fire upon the 

if1and. 
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I,;,. iOand. And as we frood in nearer the land in 
April. the evening, than we had done any time before, 

'--v--J of which pofition of the fhips they were obferved 
to take great notice, tbey, probably, tbought we 
were meditating tbis formidable attack; and, there· 
fore, fuffered tbeir guefis to depart; under tbe ex· 
petl:ation, bowever, of feeing tbemagain on fhore 
next morning. But I was too fenfible of tbe rilk 
tbey had already run, to think of a repetition of the 
experiment. 

This day, it feems, was defiined to give Omai 
more occafions than one, of bein~ brought for
ward to bear a principal part in Its tranfatl:ions. 
The iOand, though never before vifited by Euro
peans, atl:ually happened to have other ftrangers 
refiding in it; and it was entirely owing to Omai's 
being one of Mr. Gore's attendants, that this cu
rious circumfiance came to our knowledge. 

Scarcely had lle been landed upon the beach, 
when he found amongfi tbe crowd there a{[em
bled, three of his own countrymen, natives of the 
Society IOands. At the difiance of about two 
hundred leagues from thofe illands, an immenfe 
unknown ocean intervening, with fucb wretcbed 
fea-boats as their inhabitants are known to make 
tlfe of, and fit only for a pa{[age where fight of 
land is fcarcely ever loft, fnch a meeting, at (uch 
a place, fo accidentally vifited by us, may well 
be looked UPOI1 as one of thofe unexpetl:ed fitu
ations, with which the writers of feigned adven
tures love to furpriie their readers, and which, 
when they really happen in common life, deferve 
to be recorded for their fingularity. 

It may eafily be gue{[ed, with what mutual furprife 
and latisfaCtion Omai and his countrymen engaged 
!n converfati.on. Their fiory, as related by them, 
IS an affetl:log one. About twenty perfons in 

number, 
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number, of both fexes, had embarked on board 1777. 
a canoe at Otaheite, to crofs over to the neigh- April. 
houring iiJand Ulietea. A violent cdntrary wind ~ 
arifing, they could neither reach the latter, nor 
get back to the former. Their intended paffage 
being a very Chort one, their flock of provifions 
was fcanty and foon exhaufled. The hardlhips 
they fuffered, while driven along by the florm, 
they knew not whither, are not to be conceiv-
ed. They pa{fed many days without having any 
thing to eat or drink. Their numbers gradually 
diminifhed, worn out by famine and fatigue. 
Four men only furvived, when the canoe over-
fet; and then the perdition of this fmall rem-
nant feemed inevitable. However, they kept hang-
ing by the fide of their veffel, during fome of 
the laft days, till Providence brought them in 
fight of the people of this iiJand, who immedi-
ately fent out canoes, took them off their wreck, 
and brought them afhore. Of the four who were 
thus faved, one was fince dead. The other three, 
who lived to have this opportunity of giving an 
account of their almoft miraculous tranfplantation, 
{poke highly of the kind treatment they here met 
with. And fo well fatisfied were they with their 
fituation, that they refufed the offer made to them 
by our gentlemen, at Omai's requeft, of giving 
them a pafrage on board our fhips, to reftore 
them to their native iiJands. The iimilarity of 
manners and language, had more than natura-
lized them to this fpot; and the frefb connexions 
which they had here formed, and which it would 
have been painful to have broken off, after fuch a 
length of time, fufficiently account for their de-
clining to reviiit the places of thei r birth. They 
had arrived upon this iiJand at leaft twelve years 
ago. For I learnt from Mr. Anderfon, that he 
found they knew nothing of Captain Wallis's viiit 

to 
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I,,,. to Otaheite in 1,65; nor of feveral other memO-: 
April. Table occurrences, fuch as the conqueft of Ulietea 

'---y-....I by thofe of Bolabola, which had preceded the arri
val of the Europeans. To Mr. Anderfon I am alfo 
indebted for their names, Orououte, Otirreroa, and 
Tavee; the firft, born at Matavai in Otaheite; the 
fecond, at Ulietea; and the third at Huaheine. 

The landing of our gentlemen on this ifland, 
though they failed in the objed of it, cannot but 
be confidered as a very fortunate circumftance. 
It has proved, as we have feen the means of 
bringing to our knowledge a matter of fact, not 
only very curious, but very inftruCtive. Tbe ap
plication of the above narrative is obvious. It 
will ferve to explain, better than a thoufand con
jectures of fpeculative reafoners, how the detached 
parts of the earth, and, in particular, how the 
if1ands of the Soutb Sea, may have been firft peo. 
pled; efpecially tbofe that lie remote from any in
habited continent, or from each other"'. 

'" Such accidents as this here related, probably happen fre
quently in the Pacific Ocean. In ,696, two canoes, having on 
board thirty perfons of both fexes, were driven by contrary winds 
and tempefiuous weather, on the ill. of Samal, one of the Phi
lippines, after being toft about at fea feventy days, and hav;ng 
performed a voyage, from an iIland called by them Amorfet. 
300 leagues to the Eafi of SamaI. Five of the number who had 
embarked, died of the hard/bips fuffered during this extraordi_ 
nary pafiage. See a particular account of them. and of the 
Wands they belonged to, in Lelfres Edijianfes & CurieuJes, Tom. 
xv. from p. '96. to p. 2'5. In the fame Volume. from p. 28 •. 
to p. 320. we have the relation of a ftmilar adventure, in 17 21 , 

when two canoes, one containing twenty-four, and the other fix 
perfons, men, women, and children, were driven, from an ifland 
they called Farroilpp, Northward to the ine of Guam, or Guahan. 
one of the Ladrones or Mariannes. But thefe had not failed f" 
far as their countrymen, who reached Samal as above, and they 
had heen at fea only twenty days. There feems to be no rea
fon to doubt the general authenticity of thefe two relations. The 
!nformation contained in the letters of the Jefuits, about thefe 
Iflands, now known untler the name of the Carolines, and difco
vered to the Spaniards by the arrival of the canoes at Samal and 
Guam, has been adopted by all our later writers. See Preftdent 
de Broffe's Yqyages aux 'Tents Ao/iralts, Tom. ii from p. 443. 
to p. 490. See alfo the Modern Vni'VerJal HiJiory. 

This 
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This ifland is called Wateeoo by the natives. 1777' 
It lies in the latitude of 200 I' South, and in the ~ 
longitude 20(0 45' Eaft, and is about fix leagues 
in circumference. It is a beautifl<1l fpot, with a 
furface compofed of hills and plains, and covered 
with verdure of many hues. Our gentlemen found 
the foil, where they paffed the day, to be light 
and fandy. But farther up the country, a dif-
ferent fort, perhaps, prevails; as we faw from the 
{hip, by the help of our glaffes, a reddilb caft 
upon the riling grounds. There the inhabitants 
have their houfes; for we could perceive two or 
three, which were long and fpacious. Its produce, 
with the addition of hogs, we found to be the 
fame as at the laft iiland we had vilited, which 
the p.eople of this, to whom we pointed out its 
polition, called Owhavarouah; a name fo diffe-
rent from Mangeea Nooe Nainaiwa, which we 
learnt from its own inhabitants, that it is highly 
probable Owhavarouah is another iiland. 

From the circumftances already mentioned, it 
appears, that Wateeoo can be of little ufe to any 
{hip that wants refrefhment, unlefs in a cafe of 
the moft abfolute necefiity. The natives, know
ing now the value of fome of our commodities, 
might be induced to bring off fruits and hogs, 
to a fhip ftanding off and on, or to boats lying 
off the reef, as ours did. It is doubtful, how
ever, if any frefh water could be procured. For, 
though fome was brought, in cocoa nut fhells, 
to the gentlemen, they were told, that it was 
at a conliderable diftance; and, probably it is on
ly to be met with in fame ftagnant pool, as no 
running ftream was any where feen. 

According to Omai's report of what he learnt 
in converfation with his three countrymen, the 
manners of there iilanders, their method of treat

ing 
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1m. ing firangers, and their general habits ~ life, are 
April. much like thofe that prevail at Otaheite, and its 

'--v--I neighbouring ifies. Their religious ceremonies 
and opinions are alfo nearly the fame. For, up
on feeing one man, who was painted all over 
of a deep black colour, and inquiring the reafon, 
our gentlemen were told, that he had lately been 
paying the lafi good offices to a deceafed friend; 
and they found, that it was upon limilar occa
lions, the women cut themfelves, as already men
tioned. From every circumfiance, indeed, it is 
indubitable, that the natives of Wareeoo fprung, 
originally, from the fame fiock, which hath fpread 
itfe!f fo wonderfully all over the immenfe extent 
of the South Sea. One would fuppofe, however, 
that they put in their claim to a more illufirious 
extraction; for Omai affilred us, that they dig
nified their ifiand with the appellation of Wenooa 
no Ie Eatooa, that is, A land of gods; efieem
ing themfelves a fort of divinities, and poffeffed 
with the fpirit of the Eatooa. This wild enthu
fiaftic notion Omai feemed much to approve of, 
telling us there were inftances of irs being en
tertained at Otaheite; but that it was tlniverfally 
prevalent amongft the inhabitants of Mataia, or 
Ofnaburg IOand. 

The language fpoken at Wateeco was equally 
weIl underftood by Omai, and by our two New 
Zealanders. What its peculiarities may be, when 
compared with the other dialects, I am not able 
to point out; for, though Mr. Anderfon had taken 
care to note down a fpecimen of it, the natives, 
who made no diftinction of the objects of their 
theft, fiole the memorandum book. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. III. 

Wenooa-ette, or Otakootaia, 'Uijited. - Account of 
that Ijland, and of ilS Produce. - Her'Uey's
lJland, or '£erougge mou Attooa, found to be in· 
habited.-rranJaflions with the Nati'UCs.-'£heir 
Per:/ons, Drifs, Lauguage, Canoes. - Fruitlifs 
Attempt to land there. - ReaJons for bearing 
away for the Friendly lflmlds. - PalmerJIon's 
1Jland touched at.-Difcription of the two Places 
where the Boats landed.-Refrejhments obtained 
there. - Conjeflures on the Formation of Juch 
low lflmlds.-Arri'Ual at the Frimdly Ijlands. 

.aos 

L I G H T airs and calms having prevailed, by '177, 

turns, all the night of the 3d, the Eafrerly ~ 
fwell had carried the !hips fame difrance from Wa-
teeoo, before day-break. But as I had failed in Friday 4. 
my objeCl: of procuring, at that place, fame effec-
tual fupply, I faw no reafon for fraying there any 
longer. I, therefore quitted it, without regret, 
and freered for the neighbouring ifiand, which, 
as has been mentioned, we difcovered three days 
before. 

With a gentle breeze at Eaft, we got up with it, 
before ten o'clock in the morning, and I immedi. 
ately di{patched Mr. Gore, with two boats, to en· 
deavour to land, and get fame food for our cattle. 
As there feemed to be no inhabitants here to ob· 
{lruCl: our taking away whatever we might think 
proper, I was confident of his being able to make 

amends 
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1777' amends for our late difappointment, jf the tanding 
~ could be effected. There was a reef here fur

rounding the land, as at Wateeoo, and a conti
perable Curf breaking againft the rocks. Notwith
!landing which, our boats no fooner reached the 
lee, or Weft fide of the ifiand, but they ventured 
in, and Mr. Gore and his party got fafeon /hare. 
I could, from the !hip, fee that they had fucceed
ed Co far; and I immediately fent a fmall boat to 
know what farther affiftance was wanting. She 
<lid not return till three o'clock in the afternoon, 
having waited to take in a lading of what ufefuI 
produce the ifiand afforded. As foon as !he was 
cleared !he was fent again for another cargo; the 
Jolly boat was alfo difpatched, and Mr. Gore was 
ordered to be on board, with all the boats, before 
night; which was complied with. 

The fupply obtained here, confifted of about a 
hundred cocoa nuts. for each !hip; and befidell 
this refre!hment for ourfelves, we got for our cat
tle fame grafs, and a quantity of the leaves and 
branches of young cocoa trees, and of the wbarra 
tree, as it is called at Otaheite, the pandanus of tbe 
Eaftlndies. This latter being of a foft, fpungy,juicy 
nature, the cattle eat it very well, when cut into 
[mall pieces; fa that it might be faid without any 
deviation from truth, that we fed them upon billet 
wood. 

This ifiand lies in the lntitude of 19051' South, 
and the longitude of 201037 Eaft, about three 
or four leagues from \Vateeoo, the inhabitants of 
which called it Otakootaia; and Cometimes they 
fpoke of it under the appellation of Wenooaetu, 
which fignifies little ifiand. Mr. Anderfon who 
was on !hare with our party, and walked round it, 
guelfed that it could not be much more than three 
miles in circuit. From him I allo learned the foI-

I lowing 
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lowing particulars. The beach, within the reef, is .",. 
compofed of a white coral fand; above which, the ~ 
land within does not rife above fix or feven feet, 
and is covered with a light reddilb foil; but is en-
tirely deftitute of water. 

The only common trees found there were cocoa
palms, of which there were feveral clufters; and 
vaft numbers of the wharra: There were, likewi[e, 
the callophyllum. juriana, guettarda, a fpecies of 
lournefortia, and Jaberwe montand?, with a few 
other Ihrubs; and fome of the etoa t'ree feen at 
Wateeoo. A fort of hind weed over-ran the va
cant (paces. except in tOme places, where was 
found a confiderable quantity of treacle mz!llard, 
a [pecies of Jpurge, with a few other [mall plants, 
and the morinda cilrifolia; the fruit of which is 
eaten by the natives of Otaheite in times of [oor
city. Omai, who had landed with the party, drelf
cd fome of it for their dinner; but it proved very 
indifferent. 

The only bird [een amongft the trees, was a 
beautiful cuckoo, of a chefnut brown, variegated 
with black, which was Ibot. But, upon the !hare, 
were [orne egg-birds; a [mall fort of curlew; 
blue and white herons; and great numbers of 
noddies; which laft, at this time, laid their eggs, 
a little farther up, on the ground, and often refted 
on the wharra tree. 

One of Ollf people caught a lizard, of a moft 
forbidding afpeCt, though [mall, running up a 
tree; and many, of another fort, were [een. The 
bullies toward the rea, were frequented by in
finite numbers of a fort of morh, elegantly fpeckled 
with red, black, and white. There were alfo [e
veral .other forts of moths, as well as [orne pretty 
butterflies; and a few other infects. 

Though 
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J777. Though there were, at this time, no fixed ill: 
April. habitants upon the ifland, indubitable marks reo 

'-v--I mained of its being, at leaf1:, occafionally frequent
ed. In particular, a few empty huts were found. 
There were alfo feveral large frones erected, like 
monuments, nnder the fhade of fome trees; and 
feveral fpaces inclofed with fmaller ones; where. 
probably, the dead had been buried. And, in one 
place, a great many cockle-fheIls, of a particular 
fort, finely grooved, and larger than the firf1:, 
were to be feen; from which it was reafonable to 
conjecture, that the ifland had been vifited by per
fons who feed, partly, on fhell-filli. In one of the 
huts, Mr. Gore left a hatchet, and fome nails, to 
the full value of what we took away. 

As foon as the boats were hoifted in, I made fail 
again to the northward, with a light air of wind 
Eafterly; intending to try our fortune at Hervey's 
Ifland, which was difcovered in 1773, during my 
laft voyage "'. Although it was not above fifteen 
leagues diftan!, yet we did not get fight of it 

Sunday6. till day-break in the morning of the 6th, when it 
bore Weft South Weft, at the diftance of about 
three leagues. As we. drew near it, at eight 
o'clock, we obferved feveral canoes put off from 
the fhore; and they came directly toward the 
fhips. This was a fight that, indeed, furprifed 
me, as no figns of inhabitants were feen when the 
ifland was firfr difcovered; whi.ch might be ow
ing to a pretty britk wind that then blew, and pre
vented their canoes venturing out, as the !hips 
paffed to leeward; whereas now we were to 
\1 indward • 

• See Captain Cook'. Voyage, Vol. i. p. '90. where this illand 
is faid to be about fix lea\:ues in circuit. 

As 
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As we flill kept on toward the ifland, fix or fe- ,,,,. 
Yen of the canoes, all double ones, foon came near April. 

US. There were, from three to fix men, in each of '--v-
them. They flopped at the diftance of about a 
frane's throw from the fhip; and it was fome time 
before Omai could prevail upon them to come 
along-fide; but no intreaties could induce any of 
them to venture on board. Indeed their diforderly 
and clamorous behaviour, by no means indicated 
a difpofition to truft liS, or treat lIS well. We af-
terward learnt that they had attempted to take 
fome oars out of the DiCcovery's boat, tbat lay 
along-fide, and ftruck a man who endeavoured to 
prevent them. They alCo cut away, with a fhell, 
a net with meat, which hung over that fhip's 
fiern, and abColutely refufed to reflore it; though 
we, afterward, purchaCed it from them. ThoCe 
who were about our fhip, behaved in the fame 
daring manner; for they made a Cort of hook, of 
a long ftick, with which they endeavoured, open-
ly, to rob us of feveral things; artd, at laft, actu-
ally got a frock belonging to one of our people, 
that was towing over-board. At the fame time, 
they immediately fhewed a knowledge of bartering, 
and fold fome fifh they had (amongfl which was 
an extraordinary flounder, Cpotted like porphyry; 
and a crame-coloured eel, fpotted with black), 
for fmall nails, of which they were immoderately 
fond, and called them goore. But, indeed, they 
caught, with the greateft avidity, bits of paper, 
or any thing eIre that was thrown to them; and 
if what was thrown fell into the fea, they made 
no fcruple to fwim after it. 

Thefe people feemed to differ as much in perfon, 
as in difpofition, from the natives of Wateeoo; 
though the diftance between the two iflands is not 
very great. Their colour was of a deeper caft; 
and leveral had a fierce, lugged afpect, rerem-

VOL. 1. P bling 
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'777. bling t~e natives of New Zealand; .but r~me 
April. were fairer. They had Itro:Jg black hair, which, 

'--v--J in general, they wore either hanging loofe about 
the !boulders, or tied in a bunch on the crown of 
the head. Some, however, had it cropped pretty 
!bort; and, in two or three of them, it was of a 
brown, or reddi!b colour. Their only covering 
was a narrow piece of mat, wrapt feveral times 
round the lower part of the body, and which par
fed between the thighs; but a fine cap of red 
feathers was feen lying in one of the canoes. 
The !bell of a pearl-oyfter poli!hed, and hung 
about the neck, was the only ornamental falbion 
that we obferved amongft them; for not one of 
them had adopted that mode of ornament, fo 
generally prevalent amongft the natives of this 
Ocean, of puncturing, or lalooing their bodies. 

Though fingular in this, we had the moft un
equivocal proofs of their being of the fame com
mon race. Their language approached ftill near
er to the dialect of Otaheite, than that of Wateeoo, 
or Mangeea. Like the inhabitants of thefe two 
iilands, they inquired from whence our Ibips came; 
and whither bound; who was our Chief; the num
ber of our men on board; and even the !hip's 
name. And they very readily anfwered fuch quef
lions as we propofed to them. Amongft other 
t.hings, they told us, they had feen two grcat,lbips, 
hke ours, before; but that they had notfpoken 
with them as they failed paft. There can be no 
doubt, that thefe were the Refolution and Ad
venture. 'IlIl e learnt from them, that the name 
of. their iiland i.s Terouggemou Atooa; and that 
they were fubJect to Teerevatooeah, king of 
\Vateeoo ". According to the account that they 

• The reader will obferve, that this name bears little affinity 
to an v one of the names of the tbree Chiefs of Wateeoo as pre-
ferood by Mr. Anderfon. ' 

gave, 



THE PAC I FIe 0 C E A N; :ill 

gave, their articles of food are cocoa-nuts, fifh, 1777. 
and turtle; the ifland not producing plantains, April. 

or bread-fruit; and being deftitute of hogs and "-.r--J 
dogs. Their canoes, of which near thirty were, 
at one time, in fight, are pretty large and well 
built. In the conftruCtion of the ftern, they bear 
fame refemblance to thofe of Wateeoo; and the 
head projeCts out nearly in the fame manner; but 
the extremity is turned up inftead of down. 

Having but very little wind, it was one o'clock 
before we drew near the North Weft part of the 
ifland; the only part where there feemed to be any 
probability of finding anchorage for our fhips, or 
a landing-place for our boats. In this pofition, I 
fent Lieutenant King, with two armed boats, to 
found and reconnoitre the coaft, while we ftood 
off and on with the fhips. The inftant the boats 
were hoifted out, our vifiters in the canoes, who 
had remained along-fide all. the while, bartering 
their little trifles, fufpended their traffic, and, pufh
ing for the fhore as faft as they could, came near 
us no more. 

At three o'clock, the boats returned; and Mr. 
King informed me, '.' That there was no ancho
rage for the fhips; and that the boats could on
ly land on the outer edge of the reef, which 
lay about a quarter of a mile from the dry land. 
He faid, that a number of the natives came 
down upon the reef, armed with long pikes and 
clubs, as if they intended to oppoCe his landing. 
And yet, when he drew near enough, they 
threw lome cocoa-nuts to our people, and in
vited them to come on fhore; though, at the 
very fame time, he obferved that the women 
were very bul)' bringing down a frefh t'upply 
of fpears and darts. Em, as he had no motive 

p 2 . to 
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'77'. to land, he did not give them an opportunity 
April. to ufe them." 

'--v--J Having received this report, I confidered, that, 
as tbe /hips could not be brought to an anchor, 
we /hould find that the attempt to procure grafs 
here, would occafion much delay, as well as be 
attended with fome danger. Befides, we were 
equally in want of water; and though the inh~
bitants had told us, that there was water on theIr 
ifland, yet we neither knew in what quantity. 
nor from what diftance, we might be obliged 
to fetch it. And, after all, fuppofing no other 
obftruction, we were fure, that to get over the 
reef, would be an operation equally difficult and 
tedious. 

Being thus difappointed at all the iflands we 
had met with, fince our leaving New Zealand, 
and the unfavourable winds, and other unfore
feen circumftances, having unavoidably retarded 
our progrefs fo much, it was now impoffible to 
think of doing any thing this year, in the high 
latitudes of tbe Northern hemifphere, from which 
we were fiil! at fo great a difiance, though the 
feafon for our operations there was already begun. 
In this fituation, it was abfolutely neceffary to 
purfue fucb mea[ures as were moft likely to pre
ferve the cattle we had on board, in the firft 
place; and, in the next place (which was ftill a 
more capital o~ject), to fave the ftores and pro
vifions of the /hips, that we migh be better en
abled to profecute our Northern di[coveries, which 
could not now commence till a year later than 
was originally intended. 

If I had been fo fortunate as to have procured a 
fupply of water, and of grafs, at any of the iflands 
we had lately vifited, it was my purpofe to have' 

ftood 
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fiood back to the South, till I had met with a Weft- I,,,. 
erly wind. But the certain confequence of doing ~ 
this, without fuch a fupply, would have been the 
lofs of all the cattle, before we could poffibly reach 
Otaheite, without gaining anyone advantage, with 
regard to the great object of our voyage. 

I, therefore, determined to bear away for the 
Friendly lOands, where I W3S fure of meeting with 
abundance of every thing I wanted: and it being 
necelfary to run in the night, as well as in tbe day, 
I ordered Captain Clerke to keep about a league 
ahead of the Refolution. I ufed this precaution; 
becaufe his Ibip could beft claw off the land; and 
it was very poffible we might fall in with fome, in 
our palfage. 

The longitude of Hervey's lf1and, when firft 
difcovered, deduced from Otaheite, by the time
keeper, was f.Ound to be 20 1

0 6' Eaft, and now, 
by the fame time-keeper, deduced from ~een 
Charlotte's Sound, 200" 56' Eaft. Hence I con
clude, that the error of the time.keeper, at this 
time, did not exceed twelve miles in longitude. 

When we bore away, I fteered \Veft by South, 
with a fine breeze Eafterly. I propofed to proceed 
firft to Middleburgh, or Eooa; thinking, if the 
wind continued favourable, that we had food 
enough on board, for the cattle, to laft till we 
Ibould reach that if1and. But, about noon, next Monday? 
day, thofe faint breezes, that had attended and 
retarded us fa long, again returned; and I found 
it neceffary to haul more to the North, to get into 
the latitude of Palmerfton's and Savage Wands, 
difcovered in J 774. durillg my laft voyage"; Ihat, 
if neceffity required it, we might have recourfe to 
them. 

'"' See Cook'. Yoyage, Vol. II. p. z, j. 

This 
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1?77. This day, in order to fave our water, I ordered 
Aplil. the ftill to be kept at work, from fix o'clock in the 
~ morning to four in the a!ternoon; during which 

time, we procured from thirteen to fixteen gallons 
of frefh water. There has been lately made fome 
improvement, as they are pleafed to call it, of 
this machine, which, in my opinion, is much for 
the worfe. 

Thurf.lo. Thefe light breezes continued till the loth, when 
we had, for fome hours, the wind blowing frefh 
from the North, and North North Weft; being 
then in the latitude of 18° 38', and longitude 
198024' Eaft. In the afternoon, we had fome 
thunder fqualls from the Soutb, attended with 
heavy rain; of which water, we collected enough 
to fiJI five puncheons. After thefe fqualls had 
blown over, the wind came round to the North 
Eaft, and North Weft; being very unfettled both 
in ftrength and in pofition, till about noon the 

Friday II. next day, when it fixed at North Weft, and North 
North Weft, and blew a frefh breeze, with fair 
weather. 

Thus were we perfecuted with a wind in our 
teeth, whichever way we directed our courfe; and 
we had the additional mortification to find here, 
thofe very winds, which we had reafon to expect 
8° or 10° farther South. They came too late; for 
I dud! not truft their continuance; and the event 
proved that I judged right. 

SUEd. 13. At length, at day-break, in the morning of the 
13th, we faw Palmerfton Wand, bearing Weft .by 
South, diLlant about five leagues. However, we 

Mond. 14. did n?t get up with it, till eight ~'c1ock the next 
morning. I then fent four boats, three from the 
Refoilltion, and one from the Difcovery with an 
officer in each, to feaTch the coaLl for the'moft con
venient landing-place. For, now, we were under 

an 
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an abrolute neceffity of procuring, from this iOand, 1777. 
fome food for the cattle; otherwife we muft have April. 
loft them. '-v--J 

What is comprehended under the name of Pal
merfton's IOand, is a group of fmall iOots, of which 
there are, in tne whole, nine or ten, lying in a cir
cular direCtion, and connected together by a reef of 
coral rocks. The boats firft examined the South 
Eafternmoft of the iOots which compofe this group;. 
and, failing there, ran down to the fecond, where 
we had the fatisfaCtion to fee them land. I then 
bore down with the fhips, till abreaft of the place, 
and there we kept ftanding off and on. For no 
bottom was to be found to anchor upon; which 
was not of much conrequence, as the party who 
had landed from our boats, were the only human 
beings upon the ifiand. 

About one o'clock, one of the boats came on 
board, laden with fcurvy-grars and young cocoa
nut trees; which, at this time, was a feaft for the 
cattle. The fame boat brought a meffage from 
Mr. Gore, who commanded the party, informing 
me, that there was plenty of fuch produce upon the 
Wand, as alfo of the wharra tree, and fome cocoa
nuts. This determined me to get a good fupplyof 
there articles, before I quitted this ftation; and, 
before evening, 1 went afhore in a fmall boat, ac
companied by Captain Clerke •. 

We found every body hard at work, and the 
landing place to be in a fmall creek, formed by the 
reef, of fomething more than a boat's length in 
every direction, and covered from .the force of the 
fea, by rocks projecting Ollt on each fide of it. The. 
illand is fcarcely a mile in circuit; and not above 
three feet higher than the level of the fea. It ap
peared to be compored entirely of a coral fand, with 
a fmall mixture of blackilh mould, produced from 

rotten 
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'7?7. rotten vegetables. Notwithfianding this poor foil, 
• April. it is covered with trees and buthes of the fame kind 
'--v-I as at Wenooa-ette, though with leis variety; and 

amongfi thefe are fome cocoa-palms. Upon the 
trees or bUlbes that front the fea, or even farther 
in, we found a great number of men of war birds, 
Tropic birds, and two forts of boobies. which, at 
this time, were laying their eggs, and fo tame, 
that they fuffered us to take them off with our 
hands. Their nells were only a few Ilicks loofely 
put together; and the Tropic birds laid their eggs 
on the ground, under the trees. Thefe differ much 
from the common fort, being entirely of a moil: 
fplendid white, ilighrly tinged with red, and hav
ing the two long tail-feathers of a deep crim(on or 
blood colour. Of each fon, our people killed a 
confider able number; and, though not the moll: 
delicate'-food, they were acceptable enough to us' 
who had been long confined to a {alt diet, and who, 
con(equently, could not but be glad of the moll: 
indifferent variety. We met with vail: numbers of 
red crabs, creeping about, every where amongll: 
the trees; and we caught feveral filh that had been 
left in holes upon the reef, when the rea retired. 

At one part of the reef, which looks into, or 
bounds, the lake that is within, there was a large 
bed of coral, almoil: even with the {urface; which 
afforded, perhaps, one of the moil: enchanting 
pro(pects, that Nature has, any where, produced. 
Its bare was fixed to the thore, but reached fa far 
in, that it could not be feen; {o that it [eemed to 
be fu{pended in the water, which deepened fo fud~ 
denly, that, at the diftance of a few yards, there 
might be feven or eight fathoms. The fea was, at 
th~s time, quite unruffi~d; ~nd the fun, thining 
bnght, expofed the vanous forts of coral, in the 
moft beautiful order; [orne partS branching into 

the 
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the water with great luxuriance; others, lying col- '177' 
leCted in round balls, and in various other figures ; ~ 
all which were greatly heightened by fpangles of the 
richell: colours, that glowed from a number of large 
clams, which were every where interfperfed. But 
the appearance of thefe was fiil! inferior to that of 
the multitude of fi/bes, that glided gently along, 
feemingly with the moll: perfeCt fecurity. The 
colours of the different forts were the moll: beau-
tiful that can be imagined; the yellow, blue, red, 
black, &c. far exceeding any thing that art can 
produce. Their various forms, alfo, contributed 
to increafe the richnefs of this fubmarine grNto, 
which CQuld not be fllrveyed without a plr1fil\ 
tran(port, mixen, howeveL with regl' t, th:;t a 
work, fo ftllpendolli1y ell glnt, 'hdllld he ~v:l'~c:Jl·· 
ed, in a place where mal,kil!d could (ddom h.we 
an opportunity of rendering the prailes jufily l!..)(; 
to fa enchanting a fcene. 

There were no traces of inhabitants having e\ tT 

been here; if we except a fmall piece of a canoe 
that was found upon the beach; which, probably, 
may have drifted from fome other iOand. But. what 
is pretty extraordinary, we faw feveral fmall brown 
rats on this fpot; a circumflance, perhaps, difficult 
to account for, unlefs we allow that they were im
ported in the canoe of which we faw the remains. 

After the boats were laden, I returned on board, 
leaving Mr. Gore, with a party, to pafs the night 
on /bore, in order to be ready to go to work early 
the next morning. 
. That day, being the 15th, was accordingly Tuefd. IS. 

fpent, as the preceding one had been, ,:: colletting, 
and bringing on board, food for (he c;r:ie, con-
filling chiefly of palm cabbage, young (, "~')a-n ut 
trees, and the tender branches of the wharra tree. 
Having got a fllfficient fupply of ~hefe) by (un-

fet, 
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1777. fet, I ordered every body on board. But having 
April. little or no wind, 1 determined to wait, and to em-

'-v---' ploy the next day, by endeavouring to get fome 
cocoa-nuts for our people, from the next ifland (0 
leeward, where we could obferve that thofe trees 
were in much greater abundance, than upon that 
where we had already landed,. and where only the 
wants of our cattle had been relieved. 

With [his view, I kept ftanding off and on, all 
Wedn. 16. night; and, in the morning, between eight and 

nine o'clock, I went with the boats to the Weft fide 
of the ifland, and landed with little difficulty. I 
immediately fet the people with me to work, to 
gather cocoa-nuts, which we found in great abun
dance. But to get them to our boats was a tediolls 
operation; for we were obliged to carry them at 
leaft half a mile over the reef, up to the middle 
in water, Omai, who was with me, caught, with 
a fcoop net, in a very Ibort time, as much filb ali 
ferved the whole party on Ibore for dinner, befides 
fending fome to both Ibips. Here were alfo great 
abundance of birds, particularly men-of-war and 
Tropic birds; fo that we fared fumptuoufly. And 
it is but doingjuftice to Omai to fay, that, in thefe 
excurfions to the uninhabited iflands, he was of 
the greatefi ufe. for he not only caught the fith. 
but dreifed thefe, and the birds we kiHed, in an 
oven, with heated ftones, after the falbion of his 
country, with a dexterity and good-humour that 
did him great credit. The boats made two trips, 
before night, well laden; with the laft, I return
ed on board, leaving Mr. Williamfon, my third 
Lieutenant, with a party of men, to prepare an
other lading for the boats which I propofed to fend 
next morning. 

Thurf. '7· ), accordingly, difpatched th~m at feven o'clock; 
and they returned laden by noon. Nu time was loft 

in 
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1n fending them back for another cargo; and they '777. 
carried orders for every body to be on board by April. 
funfet. This being complied with, we hoifted in '-y'-J 

the boats and made fail to the Weft ward, with a 
light air of wind from the North. 

We found this illot near a half larger than the 
other, and almoft entirely covered with cocoa-palms; 
the greateft part of which abounded with excellent 
nuts, having, often, both, old and young on the 
fame tree. They were, indeed, too thick, in many 
places, to grow with freedom. The other produc
tions were, in general, the fame as at the firft dlot. 
Two pit:ces of board, one at which was rudely carv
ed, with an elliptical paddle, were found en the 
beach. Probably, thefe had belonged to the fame 
canoe, the remains of which were feen on the other 
beach, as the two iilots are not above half a mile 
apart. , A young turtle had alfo been lately thrown 
athore here, as it was ftill full of maggots. There 
were _ fewer crabs than at the laft place; but we 
found fame, fcorpions, a few other infeCts, and a 
greater number of fith upon the reefs. Amongtl: 
thefe were fame large eels, beautifully fpotted, 
which, when followed, would raife themfelves out 
of the water, and endeavour, with an open mouth, 
to bit\! their purfuers. The other forts were, 
chiefl y, parrot-fith, fnapper~, and a brown fpotted 
rock-fifh, about the fize of a haddock, Co tame, 
that, in,ftead of fwimming away, it would remain 
fixed, and gaze at us. Had we been in abfolute 
want, a fufficient fupply might have been had; for 
thoufands of the clams, already mentioned, ftuck 
upon the r\!ef, fame of which weighed two or three 
pounds. There were, befides, fame other forts of 
thell-fith; particularly, the large periwinkle. When 
the tide flowed, fevc!ral tharks came in; over the 
reef, fame of which our peop~ killed; but rhey 

rendered 
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J,,,. rendered it rather dangerous tq_walk in the water 
April. at that time.·-
~ The party who were left on !hore whh Mr. 

Williamfon, were a good deal pell:ered -{as Mr. 
Gore's bad been) with mufquitoes, in the night. 
Some of them, in their excurtions, !hot two cur
lews, exaCtly like thofe of England; and faw fame 
plovers, or fand-pipers, upon the !hore; but, in the 
wood, no other bird, betides one or two of the 
cuckoos that were feen at Wenooa-ette. 

Upon the whole, we did not fpend our time un
profitably at this il1ot; for we got there about 
twelve hundred cocoa-nuts, which were equally 
divided amongll: the whole crew; and were, doubt
leis, of great ufe to them, both on account of the 
juice and of the kernel. A {hip, therefore, paf
flng this way, if the weather be moderate, may 
expeCt to fucceed as we did. But there is no wa
ter upon either of the il10ts where we landed. 
Were that article to be had, and a palfage could 
be got into the lake, as we may call it, fur
rounded by tbe reef, where a !hip could anchor, 
I {hould prefer this to any of the inhabited il1ands, 
if tbe only want were refrefhment. For d:e quan
tity of fifh that might be procured, would be fuf
ficient; and the people might roam about unmo
lefted by the petulance of any inhabitants. 

The nine or ten low il1ots, comprehended under 
the name of Palmerll:on's Il1and, may be reckon
ed the heads or fummits of the reef of coral rock, 
that conneCts them together, covered only with a 
thin coat of fand, yet clothed, as already obferved, 
with trees and plants, moll: of which are of the 
fame fans that are found on the low grounds of the 
high il1ands of this ocean. 

There 
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. There are different opinions, amongft ingenious '?7'(' 

theorifts, concerning the formation of fuch low April. 

iflands as Palmerfton's. Some will have it, Ihat, o...-r-
in remote times, thefe little feparate heads or iilots 
were joined, and formed one continued and more 
elevated tract of land, which the fea, in the revo-
lution of ages, has walbed away, leaving only the 
higher grounds; which, in time, allo, will, accord-
ing to this theory, fhare the fame fate. Another 
conjecture is, that they have been thrown up by 
earthquakes, and are the effect of internal convul-
fions of the globe. A third opinion, and which 
appears to me as the moft probable one, maintains, 
that they are formed from Iboals, or coral banks, 
and, of confequence, increaling. Without men-
tioning the feveral arguments made ufe of in fup-
port of each of thefe fyftems, I Iball only defcribe 
fuch parts of Palmerfton's mand, as fell under my 
own obfervation when] landed upon it. 

The foundation is, every where, a coral rock; 
the foil is coral fand, with which the decayed 
vegetables have, but in a few places, intermixed, 
fa as to form any thing like mould. From this, 
a very ftrong prefumption may be drawn, that 
thefe little fpots of land, are not of very ancient 
date, nor the remains of larger iilands now bu
ried in the ocean. For, upon either of thefe fup
politions, more mould muft have been formed. 
or fome part of the original foil would have re
mained. Another circumftance confirmed this 
doctrine of the increafe of thefe iilots. We 
found upon them, far beyond Ihe prefent reach 
of the fea, even in the moft violent ftorms, ele
vated coral rocks, which, on examination, appear
ed to have been perforated, in the fame manner 
that the rocks are, that now compofe the outer 
edge of the reef. This evidently fhews, that the 

I ~a 
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1777. rea had formerly reached fo far; and fome of thefe 
April. perforated rocks were almoft in the centre of the 

!-v--Iland. 
. But the ftrongeft proof of the increafe, and from 
the caufe we have affigned, was the gentle grada
tion obfervable in the plants round the 1kirts of 
the iflands; from within a few inches of high
water mark, to the edge of the wood. In many 
places, the divifions of the plants, of different 
growths, were very diftinguifhable, efpecially on 
the lee, or weft-fide. This, I apprehend, to have 
been the operation of extraordinary high tides, 
occafioned by violent, accidental gales from the 
Weftward; which have heaped up the {and be
yond the reach of common tides. The regular 
and gentle operation of thefe lauer, again, throw 
up fund enough to form a barrier againft the next 
extraordinary high tide, or ftorm, fo as to prevent 
its reaching as far as the former had done, and 
deftroying the plants that may have begun to ve
getate from cocoa-nuts, roots, and feed brought 
thither by birds, or thrown up by the fea. This, 
doubtlelS, happens very frequently; for we found 
many cocoa-nuts, and fame other things, juft 
fprou·ting up, only a few inches beyond where 
the fea reaches at prefent, in places where, it was 
evident, they could not have had their origin from 
thofe, farther in, already arrived at their full 
growth. At the lame time, the increa[e of vege
tables will add faft to the height of this new-cre
ated land; as the fallen leaves, and broken branch
es, are, in fuch a climate, foon converted into a 
true black mould, or foil If<. 

'Perhaps 

. '*' Mr. And~rfon. in his Jou~nal, mention~ the following par
ticulars, relative to Palmerllon s I1land, which ftrongly confirm 
Captain Cook's opinion aoout its formation. "On the laft of 
~! the two iIlats, where we landed, the trees, being in great 

.~' numbers~ 
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Perhaps there is another caufe, which, if allow- '777. 
ed, will accelerate the increafe of thefe iOands as April. 

much as any other; and will alfo account for the '-v-J 
fea having receded from thofe elevated rocks be
fore·mentioned. This is, the fpreading of the co-
ral bank, or reef, into the fea; which, in my opi-
nion, is continually, though imperceptibly, affect-
ed. The waves receding, as the reef grows in 
breadth and height, leave a dry rock behind, rea-
dy for the reception of the broken coral and [and, 
and every other depofit neceffary for the forma-
tion of land fit for the vegetation of plants. 

In this manner, there is little doubt, that, in 
time, the whole reef will become one ifiand; and, 
I think, it will extend gradually inward, either 
from the increafe of the ifiots already formed; or 
from the formation of new ones, upon the beds of 
coral, within the inclofed lake, if once they increafe 
fo as to rife above the level of the fea. 

After leaving Palmerfton's mand, I fteered Weft, 
with a view to make the beft of my way to Anna
mooka. We ftill continued to have variable winds, 
frequently between the North and Weft, with 
fqualls, fome thunder, and much rain. During 
theft: {howers, which were, generally, very copi
ous, we faved a confiderable quantity of water; 

" numbers, had already formed, by their rotten parts, little 
" rifings or eminences, which, in time, from the fame caufe .. 
" may become fmall hills. Whereas, on the firn illot, the trees 
.. being lefs numerous, no fuch thing had, as yet, happened • 
... Neverthelefs, on that little fpot, the manner of formation 
" was more plainly pointed out. For, adjoining to it, was a 
" fmall ille, which had, doubtlefs, been very lately f"rmed; as 
U it was not, as yet, covered with any trees, but had a great ma
" ny lbrubs, fame of which were growing amongl'pieces of coral 
" that the fea had thrown up. There was ttill a more fure proof 
.. of this method of formation a little farther on, where two 
" patches of fand, about fifty yards long, and a foot or eighteell 
" inches high, lay upon the reef, but not, as yet, furnilbed with 
~' a fingle bulb, ur tree." 

~ and 
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1777. and finding that we could get a greater ruppJy by 
April. the rain, in one hour, than we could get by diftil

'-v--' !ation in a month, I laid alide the ftill, as a thing 
attended with more trouble than profit. 

The heat, which had been great for about a 
month, became now much more difagreeable in 
this c10fe rainy weather; and, from the moifture 
attending it, threatened foon to be noxious l as 
the fhips could not be kept dry, nor the lkuttles 
open, for the fea. However, it is remarkable 
enough, that though the only refrefhment we had 
recei~ed lince leaving the Cape,of Good Hope, was 
that at New Zealand; there was not, as yet, a 
lingle perfon, on board, fick, from the conftant ufe 
of fait food, or viciffitude of climate. 

Thurf.24. In the night between the 24th and 25th we paff.. 
Friday 25, ed Savage Hland, which I had difcovered in 1774" ; 
Mond. 28. and on the 28th, at ten o'clock in the morning, we 

got light of the iflands which lie to the Eaftward of 
Annamooka, bearing North by Weft, about four 
or five leagues diftant. I fteered to the South of 
thefe iflands, and then hauled up for Annamooka ; 
which, at four in the afternoon, bore Nonh 'Vet}: 
by North, Fallafajeea South Weft by South, and 
Komango North by Weft, diftant about five miles. 
The weather being fqually, with rain, I anchored, 
at the approach of night, in fifteen fathoms deep 
water, over a, bottom of coral.fand, and fhells; 
Komango bearmg North Weft, about two leagues 
diftant. 

jj; For an account of the difcovery of Savage I1land; a defcrip_ 
tion of it; and the behaviour of its inhabitants, on CaptainCook's 
landinI:, fee hii Voyal:e, Val.lI. p. 3. to p. ,. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. IV. 

InlercourJe with the Natives of Komango, and other 
IjIands.-Arrival at Annamooka. - TranJafliollS 
there.-Feenou, a prillCipal Chief, frcm rrollzata
boo, comes on a ViJit.-'l he M(/tmer of his Recep
tion ill the IjIand, and all board. - Inflallces of 
the pilfering DiJpojition of the Natives. - Some 
Account of Allnamooka.-Tbe Paffage from it to 
Hapace. 

So ° N after we had anchored, two canoes, the '77'. 
one with four, and the other with three men, April. 

paddled tow.ard us, and came along-fide without '--v---J 
the leall: hefitation. They brought fome cocoa-
nuts, bread-fruit, plantains, and fugar-cane, which 
they bartered with us for nails. One of the men 
came on board; and when thefe canoes had left us, 
another vifited us; but did not ll:ay long, as night 
was approaching. Komango, the ifbnd m:arell: to us, 
was, at leaft, five miles off; which Chews the ha-
zard there people would run, in order to polTers a 
few of our moll: trifling articles. Befides this fupply 
from the {hore, we caught, this evening, with 
hooks and lines, a confiderab!e quantity of fiili. 

Next morning, at four o'clock, I Cent Lieute- Tuefd. 29. 
nant King, with two boats, to Komango, to pro-
cure refreiliments; and, at five, made the fignal 
to weigh, in order to ply lip to Annamooka, the 
wind being unfavourable at North Well:. 

Vor.. I. Q... It 
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'777. It was no [ooner day-light, than we were vilited 
AprIl. by fix or feven canoes from different iflands, bring-

'--v'--I ing with them, belides fruits and roots, two pigs, 
feveral fowls, [orne large wood-pigeons, [mall rails, 
and large violet-coloured coots. All thefe they ex
changed with us for beads, nails, hatchets, &c. 
They had alfo other articles of commerce; fuch as 
pieces of their cloth, fifh-hooks, fmall balkets, mu
fical reeds, and fome clubs, fpears and bows. But 
I ordered, that no curiofities fhould be purchafed, 
till the fhips fhould be fupplied with provifions, and 
leave given for that purpofe. Knowing, !lIfo, from 
experience, that, if all our people might trade with 
the natives, according to their own caprice, perpe
tual quarrels would enfue, I ordered that partiCtllar 
perfons fhould manage the traffic both on board and 
on fhore, prohibiting all others to interfere. Be
fore mid-day, Mr. King's boat returned with feven 
hogs, fome fowls, a quantity of fruit and roots for 
ourfelves, and fome grafs for the cattle. His party 
was very civilly treated at Komango. The inha
bitants did not [eem to be numerous; and their 
huts, which ftood c10fe to each other, within a 
plantain walk, were but indifferent. Not far from 
them, was a pretty large pond of frefh water, to
lerably good; but there was not any appearance 
of a ftream. With Mr. King, came on board the 
Chief of the illand, named Tooboulangee; and 
a~other, whofe name was Taipa. They brought 
with them a hog, as a prefent to me, and promifed 
more the next day. 

As foon as the boats were aboard. I ftood for 
Annamooka; and tbe wind being fcant, I intend
ed to go between Annamooka-ette", and the 
breakers to the South Eaft of it. But, on drawing 

.. That is, Little Annamooka. 

near, 
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near, we met with very irregular foundings, vary- '777. 
ing, every caft, ten or twelve fathoms. This April. 

obliged me to give up the defign, and to go to the '-v--J 
Southward of all; which carried us to leeward, 
and made it neceffary to fpend the night under 
fail. It was very dark; and we had the wind, 
from every direCtion, accompanied with heavy 
fhowers of rain. So that, at day-light the next Wedn. 3~. 
morning, we found ourfelves much farther off than 
we had been the evening before; and the little 
wind that now blew, was right in our teeth. 

We continued to ply, all day, to very little 
purpofe; and, in the evening, anchored in thirty
nine fathoms water; the bottom coral rocks, and 
broken fhells; the Weft point of Annamooka 
bearing Eaft North Eaft, four miles diftant. 
Tooboulangee and Taipa kept their promife, and 
brought off to me fame hogs. Several others were 
alfo procured by bartering, from different canoes 
that followed us; and as much fruit as we coukl 
well manage. It was remarkable, that, during the 
whole day, our vifiters from the iflands would 
hardly part with any of their commodities to any 
body but me. Captaiq Clerke did not get above 
ORe or two hogs. 

At four o'clock next morning, I ordered a b03tThM'(. 
to be hoifted out, and fent the Mafter to found the ur • 1. 

South Weft fide of Annamooka; where there ap-
peared to be a harbour, formed by the ifland on 
die North Eaft, and by fmall iflots, and fhoals, to 
the South Weft and South Eaft. In the mean 
time the fhips were got under fail, and wrought 
up to the ifland. 

When the Mafter returned, he reported, that he 
had founded between Great and Little Annamooka, 
where he found ten and twelve fathoms ,depth of 
water, the bottom coral fand; that the place W(fs 

,(t.2 very 
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'777. very well ilieltered from all winds; bur that there 
May. was no freili water to be found, except at fome 

'--v--J diftance inland; and that, even there, little of it 
was to be got, and that Iiule not good. For this 
reafon only, and it was a very fufficient one, I de
termined to anchor on the North fide of the iOand, 
where; during my lalt voyage, I had found a place 
fit both for watering and landing. 

It was not above a league diftant; and yet we 
did not reach it till five o'clock in the afternoon, 
being confiderably retarded by the great number 
of canoes that continually crowded round the (hips, 
bringing to us abundant fupplies of the produce of 
their il1and. Amonglt thefe canoes, there were 
fome double ones, with a large fail, that carried 
between forty and fifty men each. Thefe failed 
round us, apparently, with the fame eafe, as if we 
had been at anchor. There were feveral women in 
the canoes, who were, perhaps, incited by curiofi
ty to vifit us; though, at the fome time, they bar
tered as eagerly as the men, and ufed the paddle 
with equal labour and dexterity. I came to an an
chor in eighteen fathoms water, the bottom coarfe 
coral fand; the il1and extending from Ealt to 
South \Velt ; and the Welt point of the Weltern
molt cove South Ealt, about three quarters of a 
mile diltant. Thus I refumed the very fame ita
tion which I had occupied when I vifited Anna~ 
mooka three years before "; and, probably, almoO: 
in the fame place where Tafman, the firO: difcover
er of this, and fome of the neighbouring iflands, 
anchort:d in 1643 t. 

* See Captain CQo],;'s laft Voyage, Vol. ii. p. 9. 
+ See Tarman's account of this ifland, in Mr. Dalrymple's 

valuable ColleCtion of Voyage. to the Pacific Ocean, Vol. ii. p. 
79, 80. The few particulars mentioned by Tafman, agree re
markably with Captain Cook's more extended relation. 

The 
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The following day, while preparations were ,??,. 
making for watering, I went albore, in the fore- May. 
noon, accompanied by Captain Clerke, and fome '-v--J 
of the Officers, to fix on a place where the obfer-
vatories might be fet up, and a guard be ftation-
ed; the natives having readily given us leav(>. 
They alfo accommodated us with a boat-haufe, to 
ferve as a tent, and Ibewed us every other mark of 
civility. Toabou, the Chief of the i£land, condutteJ 
me and Omai to his houfe. We found it iitllated 
on a pleafant fpot, in the centre of his plantation. 
A fine grars plot furrounded it, which he gave us 
to underftand, was for the purpofe of cleaning 
their feet, before they went within doors. I had 
not, before obferved fuch an inftance of attention 
to c1eanlinefs at any of the places I had viii ted in 
this ocean; but, afterward, found that it was very 
common at the Friendly I£lands. The floor of 
Toobou's houfe was covered with mats; and no 
carpet, in the moft elegant EngliCh drawing-room, 
could be kept neater. While we were on Chore, 
we procured a few hogs, and fame fruit, by bar-
tering; and, before we got on board again, the 
{hips were crowded with the natives. Few of them 
coming empty-handed, e~'ery necelTary refrelb-
ment was now in the greateft plenty. 

I landed again in the afternoon, with a party of 
marines; and, at the fame time, the horfes, and 
fuch of the cattle as were in a weakly ftate, were 
fent on /hare. Every thing being fetrled to my 
fatisfattion, I returned to the /hip at funfet, leav
ing the command upon the illand to Mr. King. 
Taipa, who was now become ollr faft friend, and 
who feemed to be the only atti ve perf on abom us, 
in order to be near our party in the night, as well 
as the day, had a houfe brought, on men's Iboul
ders, a full quarter of a mile, and placed c10fe to 
the /hed which our party occupied. 



~JQ A VOYAGE TO 

1777. Next day, our various operations on fhore began. 
May. Some were employed in making hay for the cattle; 
~ others in filling out water calks at the neighbour-

atur.3· jng ftagnant pool; and a third party in cutting 
wood. The greateft plenty of this 111ft article be
ing abreaft of the fhips, and in a fituation the 
moft convenient for getting it on board, it was na
tural to make ch6i-ce of this. But the trees here, 
which our people erroneoufly fuppofed to be man
chineel, but were a fpecies of pepper, called faita
noo by the natives, yielded a juice of a milky 
colour, of fo corrofive a nature, that it raifed 
blifters on the ikin, and injured the eyes of our 
workmen. They were, therefore, obliged to de
fift at this place, and remove to the cove, in which 
our guard was ftationed, and where we embarked 
our water. Other wood, more fuitable to our 
purpofes, was there furnilhed to us by the natives. 
Thefe were not the only employments we were en
gaged in, for Meffrs. King and Bayly began, this 
day, to obferve equal altitudes of the fun, in or
der to get the rate of the time-keepers. In the 
evening, before the natives retired from our poft, 
Taipa harangued them for fome time. We could 
only guefs at the fubjecr; and judged, that he was 
inftrucring them how to behave towards us, and 
encouraging them to bring the produce of the 
ifland to market. We experienced the good ef
fecrs of his eloquence, in the plentiful fupply of 
provifions which, next day, we received. 

Sunday 4· Nothing worth notice happened on the 4th and 
Mond. s· 5 th, except that, on the former of thefe days, the 

Difcovery loft her fmall bower anchor, the cable 
being cut in two by the rocks. This misfortune 
made it nece{fary to examine the cables of the Re
tolution, which were found to be unhurt. 

On 
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On the 6th, we were vilited by a great Chief '777· 

from Tongataboo, whofe name was Feenou, and ~ 
whom Taipa was pleafed to introduce to us as l'uefd. 6. 
King of all the Friendly Iiles. I was now told, 
that, on my arrival, a canoe had been difpatched 
to Tongataboo with the news; in confequence of ' 
which, this Chief immediately paffed over to An
namooka. The Officer on /hare informed me, 
that when he firft arrived, all the natives were or-
dered out to meet him, and paid their obeifance 
hy bowing their heads as low as his feet, the foles 
of which they alfo touched with each hand, firft 
with the palm, and then with the back part. There 
could be. little room to (ufpea that a perfon, rcceiv-
t:d with fo much refpea, could be any thing Ids 
than tbe King. 

In the afternoon, I went to pay this great man a 
vilit, having firft received a prefent of two fith 
from him, brought on board by one of his fer
vants. As (oon as I landed, he came lip to me. 
He appeared to be about thirty years of age, tall, 
but thin, and had more of the European features, 
than any I had yet feen here. When the firft fa
lutation was over, I afked if he was the King. 
For, notwithftanding what I h,ad been told, finding 
he was not the man whom I remembered to have 
leen under that charaaer during my former voy
age, J began to entertain doubts. Taipa officiouily 
anfwered for him, and enumerated no lefs than one 
hundred and fifty-three iOands, of which he (aid, 
Feenau was the Sovereign. After a /hart ftay, ollr 
new vifiter, and five or fix of his attendants, ac
companied me on board. I gave fuitable prefents 
to them all, and entertained them in fuch a man
ner, as I thought would be moft agreeable. 

In the evening, I attended them on illore in my 
boat, into which the Chief ordered three hogs to be 

put, 



A VOYAGE TO 

'7-". put, as a return for the prefents he had received 
May. from me. I was now informed of an accident 

'--v--J which had jull: happened, the relation of which will 
convey fome idea of the extent of the authority 
exercifed here over the common people. While 
Feenou was on board my !hip, an inferior Chief, 
lor what reafon our people on !hore did not know, 
ordered all the natives to retire from the poll: we 
occupied. Some of them having ventured to re
turn, he took up a large ftick, and beat them moft 
unmercifully. He ftr-ack one man, on the fide of 
the face, with fa _ much violence, that the blood 
gu!hed out of his mouth and noftrils; and, after 
lying fome time motionlefs, he was, at laft, remov
ed from the place, in convulfions. The perfon 
who bad inflicted the blow, being told that he had 
killed the man, only laughed at it; and, it was 
evident, that he was not in the leaft forry for what 
had happened. We heard, afterward, that the 
poor fufferer recovered. 

'\Vedn. ,. The Difcovery having found again her fmall 
bower anchor, !hifted her birth on the 7th; but 
not before her beft bower cable had !hared the fate 
of the other. This day, I had the company of 

,[hurf.8. Feenoll at dinner; and alfo the next day, when he 
was attended by Taipa, Toobou, and fame other 
Chiefs. It was remarkable, that none but Taipa 
was allowed to fit at table with him, or even to 
eat in his pre(ence. I own that I confidered Fee
nOll as a very convenient gueft, on account of this 
etiquette. For, before his arrival, I had, generally, 
a larger company than I could well find room for, 
and my table overflowed with crowds of both 
fexes. For it is not the cufiom at the Friendly 
Itlands, as it is at Otaheite, to deny to their 
females the privilege of eating in company with 
the men. 

The 
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The firft day of our arrival at Annamooka, one of 1777. 
the natives had ftolen, out of the Ihip, a large junk May. 
axe. I now applied to Feenou to exert his authority "--v--J 
to get it reftored to me; and fo implicitly was he 
obeyed, that it was brought on board while we were 
at dinner. Thefe people gave liS very frequent oppor_ 
tunities of remarking what expert thieves they were. 
Even fome of their Chiefs did not think this pro-
feffion beneath them. On the 9th, one of them friday,. 
was detected carrying out of the Ihip. concealed 
under his clothes, the bolt belonging to the fpun 
yarn winch; for which I fentenced him to receive 
a dozen lalhes, and kept him confined till he paid 
a hog for his liberty. After this, we were not troll-
bled with thieves of rank. Their fervants, or 
flaves, however, were ftiH employed in this dirty 
work; and upon them a flogging feemed to make 
no greater impreffion, than it would have done 
upon the main-maft. When any of them hap
penened to be caught in the act, their mailers, 
far from interceding for them, would often advife 
us to kill them. As this was a punilhment we 
did not choofe to inflict, they generally efcaped 
without any punilhment at all; for they appeared 
to us to be equally infenfible of the Ihame, and of 
the pain of corporal challifement. Captain Clerke, 
at lall, hit upon a mode of treatment, which, we 
theught had fame effect. He put them under the 
hands of the barber, and completely {llaved, their 
heads; thus pointing them out as objects of ridi-
cule to their countrymen, and enabling our people 
to deprive them of future opportunities for a re
petition of their rogueries, by keeping them at a 
diftance. 

Feenou was fa fond of alfociating with us, that 
he dined on board every day; though, fometimes, 
he did not partake of our fare. On the loth, fame Satur. 10. 

of 
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'771. of his fervants brought a mefs, which had been 
May. drelTed for him on /hore. It confifted of fi/h, foup, 

L-v--' and yams. Infiead of common water to make the 
foup, 1:ocoa-nm liquor had been made ufe of, in 
which the fi/h had been boiled or ftewed; proba
bly in a wooden velTe!, with hot ftones; but it was 
carried on board in a plantain leaf. I tafted of 
the mefs, and found it fo good, that J, afterward, 
had fome fi!h drelfed in the fame way. Though 
my cook fucceeded tolerably well, he could pro
duce nothing equal to the difh he imitated. 

Finding that we had quite exhaufied the ifland. 
of almoft every article of food that it afforded. I 

SundaYII. employed the J !th in moving off, from the !hore, 
the horfes, obfervatories, and other things that we 
had landed, as alfo the party of marines who bad 
mounted guard at our {lation, intending to fail, as 
foon as the Difcovery !hould have recovered her 
beft bower anchor. Feenou, underftanding that I 
meant to proceed directly to Tongataboo, impor
tuned me firongly to alter this plan, to which he 
exprelTed as much avedion, as if he had fome par
ticular intereft to promote by diverting me from 
it. In preference to it, he warmly recommended 
an if):md, or rather a group of ·iOands, called Ha
paee, lying to the North Eafl:. There, he alTured 
1.15, we could be fupplied plentifully with every re
fre!hment, in the eafiefl: manner; and, to add 
weight to his advice. he engaged to attend us 
thither in perfon. He carried his point with me. 
and Hapaee was made choice of for our next ftation. 
As it had never been vilited by any European !hips, 
the examination of it became an object with me_ 

]\!ono. ':'. The 121h, and the I 3~h, were (pent in attempt-
1 uefd. J,. 109 dle recovery of Captam Clerke's anchor, 'Which~ 

after much trouble, was happily IIccompli!hed· and 
Wedn. '4, on the 14th, in the morning, we got under fail: and 

left Annamooka. 
This 
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This iOand is Comewhat higher than the other 1777. 

(mall iOes that Curround it; but, fiill, it cannot be ~ 
admitted to the rank of thofe of a moderate height, 
fuch as Mangeea and Wateeoo. The iliore, at 
that pa~ where our (hips lay, is compofed of a 
fieep, rugged coral rock, nine or ten feet high, 
except where there are two fandy beaches, which 
have a reef of the fame fort of rock extending crofs 
their entrance to the (hore, and defending them 
from the fea. The fait water lake that is in the 
center of the iOand, is llbout a mile and a half 
broad; and round it, the land rifes like a bank, 
with a gradual aCcent., But we could not trace its 
having any communication with the fea. And yet, 
the land that runs acroCs to it, froll! the largeft fan-
dy beach, being flat and low, and the foil fandy, it 
is moft likely that it may have, formerly, commu" 
nicated that w'tl.y. The foil, on the riting parts of 
the it1and, and efpecially toward the Cea, is either 
of a reddilli clayey diCpofition, or a bla,ck, looCe 
mould; b!lt there is, no where, any {tream of frelli 
water. ' 

The i£land is very well cultivated. except in a 
few places; and there are fome others, which, 
though they appear to lie wafte, are only left to re
cover the fl:rength exhaufted by c:~ftant culture; 
for we frequently faw the natives at work upon 
thefe fpots, to plant them again. The plantations 
contift chiefly of yams and plantains. Many of 
them are very extenfive, and often indoCed with 
neat fences of reed, difpoCed obliquely acrors each 
other, about fix feet high. Within thefe, we often 
faw other fences of lefs compafs, Currounding the 
houCes of the principal people. The bread.fruit, 
and cocoa·nut trees, are interfperCed with little or
der; but chiefly near the habitations of the natives; 
and the other parts of the i£land, efpecially toward 
dle fea, and about the fides of the lake, are cover-

ed 
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1777. ed with trees and bu!hes of a moft luxuriant growth; 
May. the laft place having a great many mangroves, and 

..... "'v--I the firft a vaft number of the faitanoo trees already 
mentioned. There feem to be no rocks, or ftones, 
of any kind, about the iiland, that are nc5t coral; 
except in one place, to the right of the fandy beach, 
where there is a rock twenty or thirty feet high, of 
a calcarel)us frane, of a yelIowi!h colonr, and a 
very clofe texture. But even about that place, 
which is the higheft part of the land, are large pieces 
of the fame coral rock that compofes the !hare. . 

Befides walking frequently up into the country~ 
which we were permitted to do without interruption, 
we fometimes amufed ourfelves in !hooting wild 
ducks, not unlike the widgeon, which are very nu
merous upon the fait lake, and the pool where we 
got our water. In thefe excurfions, we found the 
inhabitants had often deferted their houfes to come 
down to the trading place, without entertaining any 
fu(picion, that ftrangers, rambling about, would 
take away, or deftroy, any thing that belonged to 
them. But though, from this circumftance, it might 
be fuppofed that the greater part of the natives were 
fometimes collected at the beach, it was impollible 
to form any accurate computation of their number; 
as the continual refort of vifiters from other iilands, 
mixing with them, might eafily miilead one. How
ever, as there was never, to appearance, about a 
thoufand perfons collected at one time, it would, 
perhaps, be fufficient to allow double that number 
for the whole iiland. 

To the North and North Eaft of Annamooka, 
and in the direct tract to Hapaee, whither we were 
now bound, the fea is fprinkled with a great num
ber of fmall iiles. Amidft the !hoals and rocks ad
joining to this group, I could not be affured that 
there was a free or fafe paffage for fuch large !hips 

as 
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as ours; though the natives failed through the in- '7'f7. 
tervals in their canoes. For this fubftantial reafon, May. 

when we weighed anchor from Annamooka, I '--v--J 
thought it necdfary to go to the Weftward ofWedn.14 
the above iflands, and fleered North North Weft, 
toward Kao· and Toofoa. the two moft Wefterly 
iflands in fight, and remarkable for their great 
height. Feenou, and his attendants, remained on 
board the Refolution till near noon, when he went 
into the large failing canoe, which had brought him 
fwm Tongataboo, and flood in amongft the cluf-
ter of iflands above mentioned, of which we were 
now almofl abreaft; and a tide or current from the 
Weflward had fet us, fince our failing in the morn-
ing, much over toward them, 

They lie fcattered, at unequal diflances, and 
are, in general, nearly as high as Annamoob; but 
only from two or three miles, to half a mile in 
length, and fome of them fcarcely fo much. They 
have either fleep rocky Chores like Annamooka, or 
reddilh cliffs; but fome have fandy beaches extend
ing almoft their whole length. Moft of them are 
entirely clothed with trees, amongft which are 
many cocoa palms, and each forms a profpef[ like 
a beautiful garden placed in the fea. To heigh
ten this,. the ferene weather we now had, contri
buted very much; and the whole might fupply 
the imagination with an idea of fome fairy land 

.. As a proof of the great difficulty of knowing accurately the 
exaCl: names of the South Sea Bland3, as procured from the na
tives, I obferve that what Captain C~ok calI • . 4gha~, .Mr. Ander
run calls Ka.; and Tafman's drawmg, as I find It In :\1r. Dal
rymple's CoIIeCl:ian of Voyages, gives the name of Kllybay to the 
fame illaud. Tafman's and Captain Cook's Amallafoa, is, with 
Mr. Anderran, 'Tofoa. Captain Cook's Komllngo, is Tarman's 
Amango. There is fcarcely an infiance, in ,which fuch variations 
are not obfervable. Mr. Anderfon's great atiJention to matter:; of 
thi. fort being, as we learn from Captain King, well known to 
e~ery body Oll board, and admitted always by Captain Cook him
feli, his mode of fpelling has heen adopted Oll the engraved cha:t 
of the Friendly Illands; which has made it n«dfary to adoptIt 
alro, in printing tho jonrnal. 

realized. 
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'''7. realized. It lbould feem, that fome of them, at 
May. leall, may have been formed, as we fuppofed Pal

"-v--' merllon's Ifland to have been; for there is one, 
which, as yet, is entirely fand, and another, on 
which there is only one bulb, or tree. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon being the length 
of Kotoo, the Wefternmoft of the above clufter of 
fmall if1ands, we fteered to the North, leaving 
Toofoa and Kao on our larboard, keeping along the 
Weft fide of a reef of rocks, which lie to the Well
ward of Kotoo, till we came to their Northern ex
tremity, round which we hauled in for the if1and. 
It was our intention to have anchored for the night; 
but it came upon us before we could find a place 
in lefs than fifty-five fathoms water; and rather 
than come to in this depth, I chofe to fpend the 
night under fail. 

We had, in the afternoon, been within two 
leagues of Toofoa, the fmoke of which we faw 
feveral times in the day. The friendly manders 
have fome fuperfiitious notions about the volcano 
upon it, which they call Kol/o/een, and fay it is an 
Otooa, or divinity. According to their account~ 
it fometimes throws up very large fiones; and they 
compare the crater, to the fize of a fmall iflor, 
which has never ceafed fmoking in their memory; 
nor have they any tradition that it ever did. We 
fometimes faw the fmoke rifing from the centre of 
the ifland, while we were at Annamooka, though 
at the diftance of at leaft ten leagues. Toofoa, 
we were told, is but thinly inhabited, but the wa. 
ter upon it is good. 

Tb ( At day.break the next morning, being then not 
ur. IS· far from Kao, which is a vafi rock of a conic figure, 

we fteered to the Eall, for the paffage between 
the iOands Footooha and Hafaiva, with a gentle 
breeze at South Eall. About ten o'clock, Feenou 
came on ~oard, and remained .with us all day. 

2 lli 
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He brought with him two hogs, and a quantity 17". 
of fruit; and, in the courfe of the day, fevera! May. 
canoes, from the different iflands round us, came '-v--J 
to barter quantities of the latter article, which 
was very acceptable, as our ftock was nearly ex-
pended. At noon, our latitude was 19° 49' 45" 
South, and we had made feven miles of longitude 
from Annamooka; Toofoa bore North, 88° Weft; 
Kao North, 71° Weft; FootoohaNorth, 89° Weft; 
and Hafaiva South, 12° Weft. 

Afrer palling Footooha, we met with a reef of 
rocks; and, as there was but little wind, it coft us 
fome trouble to keep clear of them. This reef lies 
between Footooha and Neeneeva, which is a (mall 
low ille, in the direction of Eaft North Eaft from 
Footooba, at the diftance of (even or eight miles. 
Footooha is a fmall ifland, of middling height, and 
bounded all round by a fteep rock. It lies South 
67° Eaft, diftant fix leagues from Kao, and three 
leagues from Kotoo, in the direction of North 
33u Eaft. Being paft the reef of rocks juft men
tioned, we hauled up for Neeneeva, in hopes of 
finding anchorage; but were again difappointed, 
and obliged to fpend the night, making ilion 
boards. For, although we had land in every di
rection, tbe fea was unfathomable. 

In the courfe of this night, we could plainly fee 
flames iffuing from the volcano upon Toofoa, 
though to no great height. 

At day-break in the morning of the 16th, Friday 16. 
with a gentle breeze at South Eaft, we fteered 
North Eaft for Hapaee, which was now in fight; 
and we could judge it to be low land, from the 
trees DQly appearing above the water. Abollt 
nine o'clock, we could fee it plainly forming 
three illands, nearly of an equal fl2e; and foon 
after, a fourth to the Southward of theee, as 

l~rge 
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J 777. large -as the others. Each feemed to be about 
~ fix or feven miles long, and of a fimiJar height 

and appearance. The Northernmoft of them is 
called Haanno, the next Foa, the third Lefooga, 
and the Southernmoft Hoolaiva; but all four are 
included, by tbe natives, under the general name 
Hapaeee. 

The wind fcanting upon us, we could not fetch 
the land; fo that we were forced to ply to windward~ 
In doing this, we once paffed over fome coral 
rocks, on which we had only fix fathoms water; 
but the moment we were over them, found no 
ground with eighty fathoms of line. At this 
time, the if1es of Hapaee bore, from North, 50· 
EaLl:, to South, 9° Well:. We got up with the 
Northernmoft of thefe iiles by funfet; and there 
found ourfelves in the very fame diftrefs, for want 
of anchorage, that we had experienced the ~wo 
preceding evenings; fo that we had another night 
to fpend under fail, with land and breakers in 
every direttion. Toward the evening. Feenou. 
who had been on board all day, went forward 
to Hapaee, and took Omai in the canoe with 
him. He did not forget our difagreeable fitu
ation; and kept up a good fire, all night, by way 
of a land-mark. 

Satur. '7. As foon as the day-light returned, being then 
clofe in with Foa, we faw it was joined to 
Haanno, by a reef funning even with the furface 
of the fea, from the one iiland to the other. r 
now difpatched a boat to look for anchorage. A 
proper place was foon found; and we came to, 
abrea~ of a reef, being that which joins Lefooga to 
Foa (m the fame manner that Faa isjoined to Haan
no), having twenty-four fathoms depth of water; 
the bottom coral fand. In this ftation, the north
ern point of Hapaee, or the North end of Haan
no, bore North, 16° Eaft. The Southern point of 

I ,. Hapaee, 
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Hapaee, or the South end of Hoolaiva, South, 29" 1'77. 
Weft; and the North end of Lefooga, South, 65° ~ 
Raft. Two ledges of rocks lay without us; the 
one bearing South, 50· Weft; and the other Weft 
by North ~ North, diftant two or three miles. 
We lay before a creek in the reef, which made 
it convenieRt landing at all times; and we were 
not above three quart~rs Qf a mile from the fhore. 

VOL. r. R C HAP. 
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Arrival of the Ships at Hapaee, and friendly Re
ception there. - Pre/ents and Solemnities on the 
Occafion.-Single Combats with Clubs. -WrejJ
lillZ and Boxillg Matches.- Female Combatants. 
- Marines exercijed. - A Dance performed by 
MeII.- Firew?rks exhibited. - The Night-eIller
tainme1l!s of Singillg and Dancinz particularly 
difmoed. 

;J;~. B· Y the ti~e we had .anchored, the thips were 
~ . filled with the natives, and furrounded by a 
Satur. !.7.multitude of canoes, filled alfo with them. They 

. -brought, from the thore, hogs, fowls, fruit, and 
roots, which they exchanged for hatchets, knives, 
nails, beads, and cloth. Feenou and Omai having 
come on board, after it was light, in order to intro
duce me to the people of the ifland, I fOOll accom
panied them on thore, for that purpofe, landing 
at the North part of Lefooga, a little to the right 
of the thip's flat ion. 

The Chief conduCted me to a haufe, or 
rather a hut, fituated clore to the fea-beach, which 
I had feen brought thither, but a few minutes be
fore, for our reception. In this Feenou, Omai, 
and my(elf, were feated. The other Chiefs, and 
the multitude, compo(ed a circle, on the olltfide, 
fronting us; and they aHa Cat down. I was then 
afked, How long I intended to flay? On my Caying, 
Five days, Taipa was ordered to come and fit by 

me, 
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me, and proclaim this to the people. He then "77. 
harangued them, in a Cpeech mofily diCtated by May. 
Feenou. The purport of it, as I learnt from '-V""--' 
Omai, was, that they were all, both old and young, 
to look upon me as a friend, who intended to re-
main with them a few days; that, during my ftay, 
they mul\: not fteal any thing, nor rnoleft Ine any 
other way ~ and that it was expeCted, they fhould 
bring hogs, fowls, fruit, &c. to the fhips, where 
they would receive, in exchange for them, fuch 
and Cuch things, which he enumerated. Soon afler 
Taipa had finilhed this addreCs to the atrembly, 
Feenou left us. Taipa then took occafion i:o fig-
nify to me, that it was neceff'ary I /bould make a 
prefent to the Chief of the iiland, whofe name was 
Earoupa. I was not unprepared for this; and gave 
him fuch articles as far exceeded his expeCtation. 
My liberality to him brought upon me demands. 
of the Came kind, from two Chiefs of other iiles 
who were preCent; and from Taipa himfelf. When 
Feenou returned, which was immediately after I 
had made the laft of there prefems; he pretended 
to be angry with Taipa for fuffering me to give 
away fo much; but I looked upon this as a mere 
nneff'e; being confident that he aCted in concert 
with the others. He now took his feat again, and 
ordered Earoupa to fit by him, and to harangue the 
people as Taipa had done, and to the (arne purpofe; 
dictating as belore, the heads of the fpeech. 

Thefe ceremonies being performed, the Chief, 
at my requeft, conduCted me to three ftagnant 
pools of frefh water, as he was pleafed to call it : 
and, indeed, in one of thele the water was tole
rable, and the fituation not inconvenient for filling 
our calks. After viewing the watering-place, we 
returned to our former Itation, where I f\.lund a 
baked hog, and fome yams, fmoking hot, ready to 
. Ra .~ 
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'777. be carried on board for my dinner. I invited Fee
May. nOli, and his friends, to partake of it; and we 

'--v--' embar ked for,the (hip; but none but himfelf fat. 
rlawn with us at the table. After dinner I con
ducted them on (hore; and beforel returned on 
board, the Chief gave me a fine large turtle, and 
aqllantity of yams. Our fupply of provifions was 
copious; for, in the courfe of the day, we got, by 
barter, along-fide the (hip, about twenty fmall 
hogs, belide frui t and roots. I was told, that, on 
my firft landing in the morning, a man came off 
to the (hips, and ordered everyone of the natives 
to go on (hare. Probably, this was done with a 
view to have the whole body of inhabitants prefent 
at the ceremony of my reception; for when that 
waS over, multitudes of them returned again to the 
(hips. 

Sunday.S. • Next morning early, Feenou, and Omai, who 
fcarcely ever quitted the Chief, and now fiept on 
ihore, came on board. The object of the vifit, 
was to require my prefence upon the ifland. After 
fame time, I accompanied them; and, upon land·' 
ing, was conducted to the fame place where I had 
been feated the day before; and where I faw a 
large concaurfe of people already- alfembled. I 
guelfed that fomet.hing more than ordinary was in 
agitation; but could not tell what, nor could Om~i 
inform me. ' 

I had not been long feated, before near a hun
dred of the natives appeared in fight, and advanc
ed, laden with yams, bread-fruit, plantains, cocoa. 
nuts, and fugar-canes. They depofited their bur
dens, in two heaps, or piles, upon our left, being 
the fide they came from. Soon after, arrived a 
number of others from the right, bearing the fame 
kind of articles; which were collected into two 
piles upon that fide. To thefe were tied ~wo pigs,. 

and 
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and fix fowls; and to thofe, upon the left, fix pigs, '777. 
and two turtles. Earoupa feated himCeif before May. 
the feveral articles upon the left; and another Chief '-v--' 
before thofe upon the right; they being, as I judg-
ed, the two Chiefs who had collected them, by 
order of Feenou, who feemed to be as implicitly 
obeyed here, as he had been at Annamooka; and, 
in confequence of his commanding fuperiority over 
the Chiefs of Hapaee, had laid this tax upon them 
for the prefent occafion. 

As foon as this munificent collection of provi
fions was laid down in order, and difpofed to the 
beft advantage, the bearers of it joined the multi
tude, who formed a large circle round the whole. 
Prefentlyafter, a number of men entered this cir
cle, or area, before us, armed with clubs, made 
of the green branches of the cocoa-nut tree. Thefe 
paraded abollt, for a few minutes, and then retir
ed; the one half to one fide, and the other half 
to the other fide; feating themfelves before the 
fpeCl:ators. Soon after, they fucceffively entered 
the lifts,and entertained us with fingle combats. 
One champion, rifing up and ftepping forward 
from one fide, challenged thofe of the other fide, 
by exprellive geftures, more than by words, to fend 
one of their body to oppofe him. If the challenge 
was accepted, which was gemiraUy the cafe, the 
two combatants put themfelves in proper attitudes, 
and then began the engagement, which continued 
till one or other owned himfelf conquered, or till 
their weapons were broken. As foon as each com
bat was over, the victor fquatted himfe1f down fac
ing the Chief, then rofe up, and retired. At the 
fame time, fame old men, who feemed to fit as 
judges, gave their plaudit in a few words; and the 
multitude, efpecially thofe on the fide to which the 
victor belonged, celebrated the glory he had ac-
quired, in two or three huzzas. 

Tlli" 
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'777. This entertainment was, now and then, fufpend
May. ed for a few minutes. During thefe intervals there 

'---v-J were both wrefiling and boxing matches. The firft 
were performed in the fame manner as at Otaheite; 
and the fecond differed very little from the method 
praCtifed in England. But what ftruck us with 
mol1: furprife, was, to fee a couple of lul1:y wench
es l1:ep forth, and begin boxing, without the leaft 
ceremony, and with as much art as the men. This 
(;ontel1:, however, did not laft above half a minute, 
before one of them gave it up. The conquering 
heroine received the fame applaufe from the fpec
tators, which they beftowed upon the fuccefsful 
combatants of the other fex. We expreffed fome 
diflike at this part of the entertainment; which, 
however, did not prevent two other females from 
entering the lil1:s. They feemed to be girls of fpi
rit, and would certainly have given each other a 
good drubbing, if two old women had not inter
pOfed to part them. All thefe combats were ex
hibited in the midft of, at leaft, three thoufand 
people; and were conduCted with the greateft 
good humour on all fides; though fame of the 
champions, women as well as men, received blows, 
which, doubtlefs, they muft have felt for fame 
time after. • 

As foon as thefe diverfions were ended, the Chief 
told me, that the heaps 0f provifions, on our right
hand, were a prefent to Omai ; and that thofe, on 
our left-hand, being about two·thirds of the whole 
ql1antity, were given to me. He added, that I 
might take them on board whenever it was conve
nient; but that there would be no occafion to fet 
any of our pcople as guards over them, as I might 
be affilred, that not a fingle cocoa-nut would be 
taken away by the natives. So it proved; for I 
left .every thing behind, and returned to the thip 
to qmner, carrying the Chief with me; and when 

lh~ 
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the provifions were removed on board, in the after- .'777. 

noon, not a fingle article was milling. There was ~ 
as much as loaded four boats; and 1 could not but 
be ll:ruck with the munificence of Feenoll; for 
this prefent far exceeded any I had ever received 
from any of the Sovereigns of the variolls itlands I 
had vifited in the Pacific Ocean. I loll: no time 
in convincing my friend, that I was not inlenflble 
of his liberality; for, before he quitted my fhip, I 
beftowed upon him fuch of our commodities, as, I 
gueffed, were moll: valuable in his eftimation. 
And the return I made was fo much to bis fat is-
faction, that, as foon as he got on fhore, he left 
me ll:ill indebted to him, by fending me a frefh 
prefent, confifting of two large hogs, a conlider-
able quantity of cloth and fame yams. 

Feenou had expretTed a ddire to fee the marines 
go through their military exercife. As I was de
firous to gratify his curiofity, I ordered them all 
afhore, from both fhips, in the morning of the 
20th. After they had performed vario.lls evoluti Tuefd.20. 
ons, and fired feveral vollies, with which the nu-
merous body of fpectators feemed well pleated, 
the Chief entertained us, in his turn, with an ex
hibition, which, as was acknowledged by liS all, . 
was performed with a dexterity and exaCtnefs, far 
furpaffing the fpecimen we had given of our mili-
tary manceuvres. It was a kind of a dance, fo 
entirely different from any thing I had ever feen, 
that, I fear, I can give no defcription that will 
convey any tolerable idea of it, to my readers. It 
was performed by men; and one hundred and fil'e 
perfons bore their parts in it. Each of them had in 
his hand an inftrument neatly made, fhaped fome-
what like a paddle, of two feet and a half in length, 
with a fmall handle, and a thin blade; fo [hat they 
were very light. 'With thefe inftruments they 
made many and'variolls flourilhes, each of wiJich 

was 
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'777. was accompanied with a different attitude of the 
May. body, or a different movement. .At firft, the per-

'--v--J formers ranged themfelves in three lines; and, by 
various evolutions, each man changed his ftation 
in fuch a manner, that thofe who had been ill the 
rear, came into the front. Nor did they remain 
long in the fame pofition; but thefe changes were 
made by pretty quick tranfitions. At one time, 
they extended themfdves in one line; they, then, 
formed into a femicircle; and, laftly, into two 
{quare columns. While this laft movement was 
executing, one of them advanced, and performed 
an antic dance before me; with which the whole 
ended. 

The mufical inftruments confifred of two drums, 
or rather two hollow logs of wood, from which 
fame varied notes were produced, by beating on 
them with two fricks. It did not, however, appear 
to me, that the dancers were much alIifred or di
rected by thefe founds, but by a chorus of vocal 
mufic, in which all the performers joined at the 
fame time. Their fong was not defritute of pleaf
ing melody; and all their correfponding motions 
were executed with fo much {kill, that the numer
ous body of dancers feemed to act, as if they were 
one great machine. It was the opinion of every 
one of us, that fuch a performance would have met 
with univerfal applaufe on ~ European theatre; 
and it fo far exceeded any attempt we had made 
to entertain them, that they feemed to picque 
themfelves upon the fuperiority they had over us. 
As to our mufical inQruments, they held none of 
them in the leafr efreem, except the drum; and 
even that they did not think equal to their own. 
Our French horns, in particular, feemed to be held 
in great contempt; for· neither here, nor at any 
othe.r of the iflands, would they pey the finalleft at
tention to them. 

In 
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In order to give them Q more favourable opini- '777· 

on of Englifu amufements, and to leave their minds ~ 
fully impreifed with the deepeft fenfe of our fupe-
rior attainments, I directed fome fireworks to be 
got ready; and, after it was dark, played them off 
in the prefence of Feenou, the other Chiefs, and 
a vaft concourfe of their people. Some of the pre
parations we found damaged; but others of them 
were in excellent order, and fucceeded fo perfectly, 
as to anfwer the end I had in view. Our water 
and Iky-rockets, ill particular, pleafed and aftonifu-
ed them beyond all conception; and the fcale was 
now turned in our favour. 

This, however, feemed only to furnilh them with 
an additional motive to proceed to frefu exertions 
of their very lingular dexterity; and our, fireworks 
were no fooner ended, than a fucceffion of dances, 
which Feenou had got ready for Qur entertainment, 
began. As" a prelude to them, a band of mulic, 
or chorus of eighteen men, feated themfeJves before 
us, in the centre of the circle, compofed by the nu
merous fpectators, the area of which was to be the 
fcene of the exhibitions. Four or five of this band, 
had pieces of large bamboo, from three to five or 
fix feet long, each managed by (;me man, who 
held it nearly in a vertical polition, the upper end 
open, but the other end elofed by one of the joints. 
With this clofe end, the performers kept conftant
ly ftriking the ground, though nowly, thus pro
ducing different notes, according to the different 
lengths of the inftruments, but all of them of the 
hollow or bafe fort; to counteraCt which, a perfon 
kept {hiking quickly, and with two fticks, a piece 
of the fame fubftance, fplit, and laid along the 

" Mr. Anderfon's account of the night dances being much 
fuller than Captain Cook's, the reader will not be difpleafed 
that it has been adopted. 

ground, 
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177'. -ground, and, by that means, furnifhing a tone as 
May. acute, as thofe produced by the others were grave. 
~ The reil: of the band, as well as thofe who per

formed upon the bamboos, fung a flow and foft 
air, which fa tempered the harfher notes of the 
above inil:ruments, that no bye.il:ander, however 
accuil:omed to hear the moil: perfect and varied 
modulation of fweet founds, could avoid contelling 
the vail: power, and plealing effect, of this limple 
harmony. 

The concert having continued about a quarter 
of an hour, twenty women entered the circle. 
Moil: of them had, upon their heads, garlands of 
the crimfon flowers of the China rofe, or others; 
and many of them had ornamented their perfons 
with leaves of trees, cut with a great deal of nicety 
about the edges. They made a circle round the 
chorus, turning their faces toward it, and began 
by linging a foft air, to which refponfes were made 
by the chorus in the fame tone; and thefe were re
peated alternately. All this while, the women ac
companied their fang with feveral very graceful 
motions of their hands toward their faces, and in 
other directions at the fame time, making con
ftantly a il:ep forward, and then back again, with 
one foot, while the other was fixed. They then 
turned their faces to the affembly, fung (orne time, 
and retreated flowly in a body, to that part of 
the circle which was oppofite the hut where the 
principal (peCl:ators fat. After this, one of them 
advanced from each fide, meeting and palling each 
other in the front, and continuing their progrefs 
rcund, till they came to the reil:. On which, 
two advanced from each fide, two of whom al(o 
pa£fed each other, and returned as the former; 
but the other two remained, and to thele came 
one, from each fide, by intervals, till the whole 

number 
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number had again formed a circle about the '777· 
chorus. May. 

Their manner of dancing was now changed to ~ 
a quicker meafure, in which they made a kind of 
half turn by leaping, and clapped their hands, and 
fnapped their fingers, repeating fome words in con
junction with the chorus. Toward the end, as the 
quicknefs of the mulic increafed, their geftures and 
attitudes were varied with wonderful vigour and 
dexterity; and fame of their motions, perhaps, 
would, with us, be reckoned rather indecent. 
Though this part of the performance, mon pro-
bably, was not meant to convey any wanton ideas, 
but merely to difplay the aftoniiliing variety of 
their movements. 

To this grand female ballet, fucceeded one per
formed by fifteen men. Some of them were old; 
but their age feemed to have abated little of their 
agility or ardour for the dance. -They were dif
pofed in a fort of circle, divided at the front, 
with their faces not turned out toward the af
fembly, nor inward to the chorus; but one half 
of their circle faced forward as they had advanced, 
and the other half in a contrary direction. They, 
fometimes, fung flowly, in concert with the cho
rus ; and, while thus employed, they alfo made 
feveral very fine motions with their hands, but 
different from thofe made by the women, at the 
fame time inclining the body to either fide alter
nately, by railing one leg, which was ftretched 
outward, and relling on the other; the arm of the 
fame lide being alfo ftretched fully upward. At 
other times, they recited fentences in a mulic:t,l 
tone, -which were anfwered by the chorus; and, at 
intervals, increaied the meafure of the dance, by 
clapping the hands, and quickening the motions 
of the feet, which, however, were never varied. 

At 
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]777. At the end, the rapidity of.the· mufic, and of the 
~ dancing, increafed fo much, that it was fcarcely pof

fible to difiinguifh the different movements; though 
one might fuppofe the a¢1:ors were now almofi tired, 
as their performance had lafied near half an hour. 

After a confiderable interval, another act, as we 
may call it, began. Twelve men now advanced, 
who placed themfelves in double rows fronting each 
other, but on pppofite fides of the circle; and, on 
one fide, a man was llationed,~ho, as if he had 
been a prompter, repeated feveral fentences, to 
which the twelve new performers, and the chorus, 
replied. They. then fung nowly; and afterward 
danced and fung more quickly, for about a quar
ter of an hour, after the manner of the dancers 
whom they had fucceeded. 

Soon after they had finifhed, nine women exhi
bited themfelves, and fat down fronting the hut 
where the Chief was. A man then mfe, and llruck 
the firft of th~fe women on the back, with both 
fifts joined. He proceeded, in the fame manner, 
to the fecond and third; ,but when he came to the 
fourth, whether from' accident or defign I cannot 
telI, inftead of the back, he firuck her on the breall. 
Upon this, a perfon rofe inftantly from the crowd, 
who brought him to the ground with a blow on the 
head; and he was carried off without the leaft noife 
or diforder. But this did not falle the other five 
women from fo odd a difcipline, or perhaps necef
fary ceremony; for a perf on fucceeded him, who 
treated them in the fame manner .. Their dirgrace 
did not end here; for when they danced, they had 
the mortification to find their performance twice 
difapproved of, and were obliged to repeat it .. This 
dance did not differ much from that of the firft wo
men, except in ,h's one circllmftance, that the pre
fent fet, fometin,es raifed the body upon one leg, 

by 
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by a fort of double motion, and then upon the '177. 
Other alternately, in which attitude they kept {nap- May. 
ping their fingers; and, at the end, they repeated, ~ 
with great agility, the brilk movements, in which 
the former group of female dancers had lhewn 
themfelves fo expert. 

In a little time, a perf on entered unexpectedly, 
and {aid {omething in a ludicrous way, about the 
fireworks that had been exhibited, which extorted 
a burft oflaughter from the multitude. After this, 
we had a dance compofed of the men who attend
ed, or had followed, Feenou. They formed a 
double circle (i. e. one within another) of twen
four each, rOllnd the chorus, and began a gentle 
foothing fong, with correfponding motions of the 
hands and head. This lafted a confiderable 
time, and then cbanged to a much quicker mea
fure, during which they repeated fentences, ei
ther in conjunction with the chorus, or in an{wer 
to fome fpoken by that band. They then retreat
ed to the back part of the circle, as the women 
had done, and again advanced, on each fide, in a 
triple row, till they formed a femicircle, which was 
done very flowly, by inclining the body on one 
leg, and advancing the otker a little way, as they 
put it down. They accompanied this, with fuch 
a foft air as they had fung at the beginning; but 
foon changed it to repeat fentences in a harlher 
tone, at the fame time quickening the dance ve
ry much, till they finifhed wIth a general lhout 
and clap of the hands. The fame was repeat
ed feveral times; but, at laft, they formed a dou
ble circle, as at the beginning, danced, and re
peated very quickly, and finally elofed with fe
veral very dexterous tranfpofitions of the two cir
cles. 

The entertainments of this memorable night 
concluded with a dance, in which the. principal, 

2 people 
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J?~7. people prefent exhibited. It refembled the imme
May. diately prece~ing one, in fome refpeCts, having the 
-~ fame number of performers, who began nearly in 

the fame way; but their ending, at each interval, 
was different. For they increafed their motions 
to a prodigious quicknefs, fhaking their heads from 
fhoulder to fhoulder, with fuch force, that a fpec .. 
tatoT, unaccuftomed to the fight, would fuppofe. 
thatthey ran a riik of dillocating their necks. This 
was attended with a fmart clapping of the hands, and 
a kind of favage holla! OT fhriek, not unlike what 
is fometimes praCtifed in the comic dances on onT 
European theatres. They formed the triple femi
circle, as the preceding dancers had done; and a 
perfon, who advanced at the head on one fide of the 
femicircle, began by repeating fomething in a truly 
mufical recitative, which was delivered with an air 
fo graceful, as might put to the blufh our moft ap
plauded performers. He was anfwered in the fame! 
manner, by the perf on at the head of the oppofite 
party. This being repeated feveral times, the whole
body, on one fide, joined in the refponfes to the 
whole correfponding body on the oppofite fide, as 
the femicircle advanced to the front; and they finifh
ed, by finging and dancing as they had begun. 

Thefe two laft dances were performed with fo 
mnch fpirit, and [0 great exaCtne[s, that they met 
with univerfal approbation. The native fpeCtators, 
who, no doubt, were perfect judges whether the feve
ral performances were properly executed; could not 
withhold their applaufes at fome particular parts; 
and even a ftranger, who never faw the diverfion 
before, felt fimilar fatisfaCtion, at the fame inftant. 
For though, througl! the whole, the moft ftriCt con. 
cert was ob{jr'ved, fame of the geftures were fo ex
preffive, tha it might be faid, they fpoke the lan
guage that accompanied them; if we allow that 
there is any connection between motion and found. 

At 
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At the fame time, it !hould be obferved, that .?". 
though the mufic of the chorus, and that of the ~ 
dancers, correfponded, confiant practice in thefe 
favollrite amufements of our friends, feems to ·have 
a great !hare in effecting the exact time they keep 
in their performances. For we obferved, that if any 
of tbem happened accidentally to be interrupted, 
they never found the fmallefi difficulty in recover-
ing the proper place of the dance or fong. And 
their perfect difcipline was, in no infiance, more 
remarkable, than in the fudden tranfitions they fo 
dexteroul1y made from the ruder exertions, and 
har!h founds, to the fofteft arts and gent/eft move-
ments "'. 

The place where the dances were performed, was 
an open fpace amongft the trees, juft by the fea, 
with lights, at fmall intervals, placed round the in
fide of the circle. The concourfe of people was 
pretty large, though not equal to the number alTem
bled in the forenoon, when the marines exercifed. 
At that time, fome of our gentlemen gueffed there 
might be prefent about five thoufand perfons; 
others thought there were more; but they who 
reckoned that there were fewer, probably, came 

'llearer to the truth. 
" In a former note, at p .• 8S. it was ebferved, that the fongs 

and dance. of the Caroline Illanders, in the North Pacific, bear 
a great refemblance to thofe of the inhal>itants of Wateeoo. The 
remark may be now extended to thofe of the Friendly Illanders, 
defcribed at large in this chapter .That the reader may judge for 
himfelf, I have felected the following particulars from Father Can
tova's account. "Pendaut la nuit, au clair de b June, ils 
" s'affemblent, de temps en temps, pour chanter & danfer de_ 
.. vant la maifon de leur Tamole. LelLrs danfes fe font au fon de 
cc la voix, car iJs n~ont point d'inftrument. de m~fiql1e. La beaute 
" de la danfe confiite dans l'exacte umformlte de. mouvemens 
" du corps. 'Les hommes, fepares des femmes, fe poll:ent vis
" a-vis les uns des autres; aprcs quoi, ils remuent la tete, les bras, 
" les mains, les pieds, ell cadenc,:.-Leur tete eft couver.te de 
u. plumes, 011 de £leurs ;-et 1'0n VOlt, attachees a leurs orellles. 
" des feuilles de.palmiertiffues avec affez d'art.-Les femmes, de 
CI leur cote,-fe regardant les unes ~es a,utres, commencent un 
.. chant pathetique & lailgoureux, -accompagnant Ie fan de leur 
" voix du mouvement cadence' de la tete & des bras." Lettres 
EdiJiantes & Curieujes, Tom. xv. p. 3'4, 3'S· 

CHAP. 
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DcJcription of Lefooga. -Its cultivated Stale.-Its 
Extent.-'f'ranJaBions there.-A Female Ocu
lift.-Singular Expedients for Jhaving off the 
Hair.-'The Ships change their Statio/l.-A re
markable Mount and Stone.-Dejcription of Hoo
laiva.-Account of Poulaho,. King of the Friend
ly Iflands.-Rejpel1ful Manner in whicb he is 
treated by his People.-Departure from the Ha
paee Jjlands.-Some Account of Kotoo.-Return 
of the Ships to Annamooka.-Poulaho and Eeenou 
meet.-Arrival at 'f'ongataboo. 

1777· CUR lOS I TY, on both fides, being now 
~ fufficiently gratified, by the exhibition of the 

various entertainments I have de[cribed, I began to 
have time to look about me. Accordingly, next 

wedn.zl.day, I took a walk into the ifland of Lefooga, 
of which I was defirous to obtain fome know
ledge. I found it to be, in feveral refpects, fu
perior to Annamooka. The plantati()ns were both 
more numerous, and more extenfive. In many 
places, indeed, toward the fea, efpeciaUy on the 
Eaft fide, the country is ftill wafte; owing, per
haps, to the fandy foil; as it is much ·Iower than 
Annamooka, and its furrounding ifles. But to
ward the middle of the ifland, the foil is better; 
and the marks of confiderable population, and of 
improved cultivation, were very confpicuous. For 
we met here with very large plantations, inclof-

ed 
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ed in fuch a manner, that the fences running p,. '77'. 
ralle! to each other, from fine fpaciolls public roads, May. 
that would appear ornamental in countries where '-v--J 
rural conveniences have been carried to the greateft 
perfection. We obferved large fpots covered with 
the paper mulberry-trees; and the plantations, in 
general, were well flocked with [uch roots and 
fruits as are the natural produce of the i!1and. To 
thefe I made fame addition, by [owing the feeds of 
Indian corn, melons, pumpkins, and the like. At 
nne place was a haufe, four or five times as large 
as thofe of the common fort, with a large area of 
grafs before it; and, I take it for granted, the peo-
ple re[ort thither on certain public occdions. 
Near the landing-place, we faw a mount, two 01" 

three feet high, covered with gravel; and on it 
Rood fotH or five fmall huts, in which~ the natives 
told. us, the bodies of fame of their principal 
people had been interred. 

The ifland is not above feven miles long; and, 
in fame places, not above two or three broad. 
The Eaft fide of it, which is expofed to the 
trade-wind, has a reef, running to a confiderable 
breadth from it, on which the fea breaks with 
great violence. It is a continuation of this reef 
that joins Lefooga to Faa, which is not above 
half a mile diftant; and, at low water, the na
tives can walk upon this reef, which is then 
partly dry, from the one ifland to the other. 
The /hore itfelf is either a coral rock, fix or [even 
feet high, or a fandy beach; but higher than the 
Weft fide; which, in general, is not more than 
three or fOllf feet from the level of the fea, with 
a [andy beach its whole length. 

When I returned from myexcudion into the 
country, and went on board to dinner; I found 
a large failing canoe faft to the /hips ftern. In 
this canoe was Latooliboula, whom I had feen 

VOL, I. S at 
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'777. at Tungataboo, during my lall: voyage; and who 
. 1\h,y. was then Ji.lppuled by us to be the King of that 
---v- ifland He {ilt in the calloe, with all that gravity, 

by which, as I have mentioned in my Journal", 
I:e was 10 remarkably dill:inguitbed at that time: 
llOf could I, by any intreatles, prevail upon him 
row to come into the tbip. Many of the illanders 
wc:re plde-nt; and they all called him /Jreekee, which 
lignifies King. I had never heard anyone of them 
give this title to Feenou, however extenlive his 3U

tho: ity over them, beth here, and at Annamooka, 
had appeared to be; which had, all along, inclined 
me to furpea, that he was not the King; though 
his friend Taipa had taken pains to make me be
lieve he was. Latooliboula remained under the 
fiern till the evening, when he retired in his canoe 
to one of the iflands. Feenou was on board my 
(hip at the lame time; but neither of thefe great 
men took the leall: notice of the other. 

Tburf. 22. Nothing material happened the next day, except 
that fame of the narives ftole a tarpaulin, and other 
things, from off the deck. They were foon miffed, 

• See Captain Cook's Vqyag-t, Vol. i. p. 206,207. The name 
of this extraordinary perfonage is there faid to be Kohag-se-too 
Fallan!5"0u; which cannot, by the moll /kilful etymologill, be tor
tured into the leaft moll di!tant refemblance of Latooliboula. It 
is remarkable, that Captain Cook Ihould not take any notice of 
his having called the fame perfon by two names fo very different. 
Perhaps w~ may account for this by fuppofing one to be the name 
of the perfon, and the other. the defcription of his title or rank. 
This fuppotition feems well founded, when we confider, that 
Latoo, in the language of thefe people, is fumetimes ufed to fig_ 
ilOfya Great Chief; and Dr. Foner, in his Obftr'Vatiolls, p. 17g, 
379. and elfewhere, fpeaks of the f"vereign of Tongataboo, 
""del' the title (Jf their Latoo. This very perf on is called, by 
Dr. F,,!ter, p. 370. Latoo-Nipooroo; which furnilhes a very Ilrik
ing infiance of the variations of our people in writing down the 
fame word as pronounced by the nati,'es, However, we can eafily 
trace the ,d'finity between Nipooroo and Libouta, as the changes of 
the confonants are fuch as are perpetually made, upon hearing a 
word pronounced, to which OUf ears have not been accuflome.:i. 
Mr. Ander[,,,. hue a~rees withCaptaio Cook ilt writing Latooli
/JQula. 

and 
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and the thieves purfued; but a little to') late. I '777. 

applied, therefore, to Feenou, who, if he was not ~ 
king, was at leaft vefted with the higheft authorilY 
here, to exert it, in order to have my things re-
ftored. He referred me to Earoupa; who put me 
off, from time to time; and, at laft, nothing was 
done. 

In the morning of the 23d, as we were going to Friday 23. 

unmoor, in order to leave the ifland, Feenou, and 
. his prime-minifter Taipa, came along-fide in a 
failing canoe, and informed me, that they were fet
ting out for Vavaoo, an ifland, which, they raid, 
lies about two days fail to the Northward of Ha
paee. The object of their voyage, they would 
have me believe, was 10 get for me an additional 
fupply of hogs, and fame red-feathered caps for 
Omai, to carry to Otaheite, where they are in 
high efteem. Feenou affilTed me, that he ihould 
be back in four or five days; and defired me not to 
fail till his return, when, he promifed, he would 
accompany me to Tongataboo. I thought this a 
good opportunity to get fome knowledge of Va-

. vaoo, and propofed to him to go thither with the 
fhips. But he feemed not to approve of the plan; 
and, 1>y way of diverting me from it, told me, 
that there was neither harbour, nor anchorage 
about it. I, therefore, confented to wait, in my 
prefent ftation, for his return; and he immediately 
fet out. 

The next day, our attention was, for fome Satur. 2+ 
time, taken up with a report, indullrioufly fpread 
about by fome of the natives, that a /hip, like 
ours, had arrived at Annamooka fince we left it; 
and was now at anchor there. The propagators of 
the report were plea fed to add, that Tooboll, the 
Chief of that ifland, was haftening thither to re-
ceive thefe new-comers; and as we knew that he 
had actually left liS, we were the more ready to 

S 2 believe 
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1777. believe there might be fome foundation for the 
Mar· /lory of this unexpected arrival. However, to gain 

'--v-J fi)me farther information, I went on {hare with 
Omai, in queft of the man who, it was faid, had 
brought the firft account of this event from An~ 
namcoka. We found him at the houfe of Earou
pa; where Omai put fuch quefiions to him as I 
thought neceffary; arid the anrwers he gave, were 
fa clear and fatisfaCtory, that I had not a doubt re
maining. But, juft about this time, a Chief, of 
lome note, whom we well knew, arrived from An
namooka; and declared, that no {hip was, at 
that ifhnd, nor had been, fince our leaving it. 
The propagator of the report, finding himfelf 
deteCted in a falfehood, inftantly withdrew, and 
we raw no more of him. \Vhat end the invention 
of this tale could anfwer, was not eafy to conjec
ture; unlefs we fuppofe it to have been artfully 
contrived, to get us removed from the one iiland 
to the other., . 

SundaY2S. In my walk,on the 25th, I happened to ftep in
to a haufe, where a woman was dreiling the eyes 
of a young child, who feemed blind; the eyes be
ing much inflamed, and a thin film fprel\P over 
them. The infiruments {he ufed were two l'lender 
wooden probes, with which {he had brulhed the 
eyes fo as to make them bleed. It feems worth 
mentioning, that the natives of thefe iilands {hould 
attempt an operation of this fort; though I entered 
the houfe too late, to delcribe e"llctly how this fe
male oculift employed the wretched tools {he had 
to work with. 

I was fortunate enough to fee a different opera
tion going on in the [arne houfe, of which I call 
give a tolerable account. I found there another 
woman {having a child's head, with a !hark's tooth, 
fluck into the end of a piece of flick. I obferved, 
that {he firft wet the hair with a rag dipped in 

water, 
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water, applying her inftrument to that part which '777· 

{he had .previoufly foaked. The operation feemed ~ 
to give no pain to the child; although the hair was 
taken off as clofe as if one of our razors had been 
employed. Enco.uraged by what 1 now raw, I, Ic)on 
after tried one of thefe {jngular inftruments upon 
myfelf, and fonnd it to be an excellentjuc.edaneuin. 
However, the men of thefe iOands have recourte 
£0 another contrivance when they Ibave their beards. 
The operation is performed with two Ibells; one 
of which they place under a fmall part of tbe 
beard, and with the other, applied above, tbey 
fcrape that part off. In this manner they are 
able to Ibave very clofe. The procefs is, indeed, 
rather tedious, bur not painful; and there are 
men amongft them who feem to prefefs this trade. 
Jt was as common, while we were here, to fee ollr 
failors go albore to have their beards fcraped off, 
after the falbion of Hapaee, as it was to tee their 
Chiefs come on board to be Ibaved by our barbers. 

Finding that little or nothing of the. produce 
of the ifland was now brought to the Ibips, I 
refolved to change our ftation, and to wait Fce
nou's return from Vavaoo, in fome other con
venieAt anchoring place, where refrelbments might 
ftill be met with. Accordingly, in the forenoon 
of the 26th, we got under fail, and ftood to the Mond. 26. 

Southward along the reef of the iOand; having 
fourteen and thirteen fathoms water, with a fan-
dy bottom. However, we met with feveral de-
tached Iboals. Some of them were difcovered by 
breakers; fome, by the water upon them appear-
ing difcoloured; and others, by the lead. At half 
paft two in the afternoon, having already p<lffed 
feveral of thefe {hoals, and feeing more of them 
before us, I hauled into a bay, that lies between 
the South end of Lefooga, and the North end 
of Hoolaiva, an4 there anchored in {eventeen fa": 

thorns 
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'777. thorns water; the bottom a coraI·fand; the point 
May. of Lefooga bearing South Eaft by Eaft, a mile 

'-v--' and a half diftant. The Difcovery did not get 
to an anchor ti1l funfet. She had touched up· 
on one of the thoals; but backed off again, with· 
out receiving any damage. 

As foon as we had anchored, I fent Mr. Bligh 
to found the bay where we were now ftationed; 
and myfelf, accompanied by Mr. Gore, landed on 
the Southern part of Lefooga, to examine the 
country, and to look forfrelh water. Not that we 
now wanted a fupply of this article, having filled 
all the calks at our late fiation; but I had been 
told, that this part of the iiland could afford us 
fame, preferable to any we had got at the former 
watering-place. This will not be the only time 
1 Ihall have occafion to remark, that thefe peo
ple do not know what good water is. We were 
conduaed to two wells; but the water in both 
of them proved to be execrable; and the natives, 
our guides, a1Tured us that they had none better. 

Near the South end of the ifland, and on the 
vVeft fide, we met with an artificial mount. From 
the fize of fame trees there were growing upon 
it, oand from other appearances, 1 gue1Ted that it 
had been raifetl in remote times. f judged it to 
be about forty feet high; and the diameter of 
its fummit meafured fifty feer. At the bottom 
of this mount, fiood a fione, which muft have 
been hewn out of coral rock. It was four feet 
broad, two and a half rhick, and fourteen high; 
and we were told by the natives prerent, that 
not above half iis length appeared above ground. 
~rhey called it <f rmgata Arekee "'; and faid that 
l[ had been fer up'°, and the mount raifed, by 

:» 'Tangllla, in their language, is mall; Arekee, king. 
fame 



THE PAC I FIe 0 C E A N. 

fume of their forefathers, in memory of one of their J '77. 
kings; but how long fince, they could not tell. May. 

Night coming on, Mr. Gore and I returned on '--v---I 
board; and, at the fame time, Mr. Bligh got back 
from founding the bay, in which he found from 
fourteen to twenty fathoms water; the boltom, for 
the moft part fand, but not without (orne coral 
rocks. The place where we now anchored is much 
better /heltered than that which we had lately come 
from; but between the two is another anchor-
fng ftation, much' better than either. Lefooga and 
Hoolaiva are divided from each other by a reef of 
coral rocks, which is dry at low water; (0 that 
one may walk, at that time, from the one to the 
other, without wetting a foot. Some of our Gen-
tlemen, who landed in the latter iOand, did not 
find the leaft mark of cultivation, or habitation, 
upon it; except a fingle hut, the refidence of a 
man employed to catch fi/h and turtle. It is ra-
ther extraordinary, that it /hollld be in this de(ert-
ed flate, communicating fa immediately with Le-
fooga, ~hich is (0 perfectly cultivated. For, though 
the foil is quite fandy, ,all the trees and plants 
found, in a natural ftate, on the neighbouring 
iOands, are produced here with the great eft vigour. 
The Eaft fide of it has a reef like Lefooga; and 
the Weft fide has a bending, at the Norrh part, 
where there (eems to be good anchorage. Unin-
habited as Hoolaiva is, an artificial mount, like 
that at the adjoining iOand, has been raifed Upoll 
it, as high as fome of the furrounding m:es, 

At day-break, next morning, I made the fignal Tueld.27 

to weigh; and as I intended to attempt a paC-
fage to Annainooka, in my way to Tongataboo, 
by the South Weft, amongft the intervening 
il1ands, I (ent the Mafter in a boat to fou[ld 
before the /hips. But before we could get under 

fail, 
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'777. fail, the wind became unfettled; which made it 
May. unfafe to attempt a paffage this way, till we were 

'--v--I better acquainted with it. I, therefore, lay faft, 
and made the lignal for the Mafter to return; and 
afterward Cent him and the Mafter of the Difcovery, 
each in a boat, with inftruCtions to examine thQ 
(.hannels, as far as they could, allowing them
(elves time to get back to the {hips before the c10Ce 
of the day. 

About noon, a large failing canoe came· under 
our ftero, in which was a perCon named Futtafaihe, 
or Poulaho, or both; who, as the natives then Oil 

board told us, was King of Tongataboo, and of all 
the neighbouring iflands, that we had Ceen or heard 
of. I( was a matter of furprize to me, to have a 
flranger introduced under this charaCter, which [ 
had Co much reaCon to believe really belonged to 
another. But they pedifted in their account of 
the Cupreme dignity of this new vifiter; and now, 
for the firft time, they owned to me, that Fee
nou was not the King, but only a fubordinate 
Chief, though of great power; as he was often Cent 
from Tongataboo to the other iflands, on· warlike 
expeditions, or to decide differences. It being my 
in~ereft, as well as my inclination, to pay court to 
all the great men, without making inquiry into 
the validity of their aifumed titles, I invited Pou
laho on board, as I underftood he was very defirous 
to come. He could not be an un welcome gueft ; 
for he brought with him, as a preCent to me, two 
good fat hogs; though not fa fat as him Cel f. If 
weight of body could give weight in rank or power. 
he was certainly the moft eminent man in that ref
peCt; we had feen; for, though not very tall, he 
was very unwieldly, and almoft fhapelefs with cor
pulence. He feemed to be about forty years of 
age, had 1l:raight hair, and his features differed a 

~ood 
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good deal from thofe of the bulk of his people. I 1m. 
found him to be a fedate fenfible man. He view- May. 
ed the fhip, and the feveral new objects, with un- I....-v-
common attention; and afked many pertin~nt 
queftions; one of which was, What could induce 
us to vifit thefe iflands? After he had fatisfied his 
curiofity in looking at tbe cattle, and other novel-
ties which he met with upon deck, I defired him to 
walk down into the cabin. To this, fome of his 
attendants objected, faying, that, if he were to ac-
cept of that invitation, it muft happen, that peo-
ple would walk over his head; which could not be 
permitted. I directed my interpreter Omai, to tell 
them, that I would obviate their objection, by giv-
ing orders, that no one fhould prefume to walk up-
on that part of the deck which was over the cabin. 
Whether this expedient would have fatisfied them, 
was far from appearing; but the Chief himfelf, lefs 
fcrupulous, in this refpect, than his attendants, 
waved all ceremony, and walked down without 
any ftipulation. He now appeared to be as foli-
citous himfelf, as his people were, to convince us 
that he was king, and not Feenou, who had pafT'ed 
with us as fuch. . For he foon perceived that we 
had fome doubts about it; which doubts Omai was 
not very defirous of removing. The clofeft con
~eaion had been formed between him and Feenoll, 
in teftimony of which, they had exchanged names; 
and, therefore, he was not a little chagrined, that 
another perl on now put in his claim to the honours 
which his friend had hitherto enjoyed. 

Poulaho fat down with us to dinner; but he eat 
little, and drank lefs. When we rofe from the ta
ble, he defired me to accompany him ailiore. 
Omai was afked to be of the party s but he was 
too faithfully attached to Feenou, to fhew any at
tention to his competitor i and, therefore, excll(ed 

I himCeif. 
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'777. himfelf. I attended the Chief in my own boat, 
May. having firft made prefents to him, of fuch articles 

'-"v--' as, I could obCerve, he valued much, and were even 
beyond his expectation to receive. J was not dif· 
appointed in my view of thus fecuring his friend· 
fuip; for the moment the boat reached the beach, 
and, before he quitted her, he ordered two more 
hogs to be brought, and delivered to my people 
to be conveyed on board. He was then carried Ollt 
of the boat, by fome of his own people, upon a 
board refembling a hand-barrow, and went and 
feated himfelf in a fmall houCe near the fuare; 
which Ceemed to have been erected there for his 
accommodation. He placed me at his fide; and 
his attendants, who were not numerous, feated 
themfelves in a [em i-circle before us, on the outfide 
of the houCe. Behind the Chief, or rather on one 
fide, fat an old woman, with a fort of fan in her 
hand, whoCe office it was·to prevent hili being peC· 
tered with the flies. 

The feveral articles which his people had got, 
by trading on board the fuips, were now diCplayed 
before him. He looked over them all, with at
tention, inquired what they had given in exchange, 
and feemed pleaCed with the bargains they had 
made. At length, he ordered every thijJg to be 
rell:ored to the refpective owners, except a glaf; 
bowl, with which he was fa much pleafed, that he 
referved it for himfelf. The perfons who brought 
thefe things to him, firll: [quatted themfelves down 
before him, then they depofited their feveral pur
chafes, and immediately ro(e up and retired. The 
f.1me refpectful ceremony was obferved in taking 
them away! and not one of them prefumed to 
fpeak to him Il:anding. I Il:ayed till feveral of his 
attendants left him, firll: paying him

'
obeifance, by 

bowing the head down to the fole of his foot, and 
touching 
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touching or tapping the fame, with the upper and 1m. 
unde( fide of the fingers of both hands. Others, May. 
who were not in the circle, came, as it feemed, on '-"v--J 
purpofe, and paid him this mark of refpeCt, and 
then retired, without fpeaking a word. I was 
quite charmed with the decorum that was obferved. 
I had, no where, feen the like, not even amongf1: 
more civilized nations. 

I found tbe Mafter returned from his expedition, 
when I got on board. He informed me, that, as 
far as he had proceeded, there was anchorage, and 
a paff'age for the thips; but that, toward the South 
and. South Eaf1:, he faw a number of fm~1I iiles, 
thoals, and breakers. Judging, from this report, 
that my attempting a pafiage that way would be 
attended with fome rifk, I now dropped all thoughts 
of it; thinking it better to return toward Anna
mooka by the fame route, which we had fo lately 
experienced to be a fafe one. 

Having came to this refolution, I thould havewedn.:zS. 
failed next morning, if the wind had not been 
too far Southerly, and, at the fame time, very 
unfettled. Poulaho, the king, as 1 thall now call 
him, came on board betimes; and brought, as 
a prefent to me, one of their caps, made, or, at 
leaft, covered with red feathers. Thefe caps 
were much fought after by us; for we knew 
they would be highly valued at Otaheite. But, 
though very large prices were offered, not one was 
ever brought for Cale; which thewed, that they were 
no leCs valuable in the eftimation of the people 
bere; nor was there a perCon in either thip, that 
could make himfelf the proprietor of one, except 
myfeJf. Captain Clerke, and Omai. TheCe caps, 
)r rather bonnets, are compofed of the tail fea-
,hers of the Tropic bird, with the red feathers of 
:he parroquets wrought upon them, or jointly with 

them. 



268 A VOYAGE T~ 

1717. them. They are made fa as to tie upon the 
May. forehead without any crown, and have the, form 

""-r-J of a femicircle, whofe radius is eigbteen or 
twenty inches. The Chief frayed on board til! 
the evening, when he left us; but his brother, 
whofe name was al(o Futtafaihe, and one or two, 
or more, of his attendants, continued in the /hip 
all night. 

Thurf.29. At day-break, the next morning, I weighed 
with a fine breeze, at Eafr North Eaft, and 
frood to the Wefrward, with a view to return 
to Annamooka, by the track we had already 
experienced. We were followed by feveral fail
ing ca'noes, in one of which was the king. As 
foon as he got on board the Refolution, he in
quired for his brother, and the others who had 
remained with us all night. It now appeared, 
that they had frayed without his leave; for he 
gave them, in a very few words, fuch a re
primand as brought tears from their eyes; and 
yet they were men not lefs than thirty years 
of age. He was, however, foon reconciled to 
their making a longer fray; for, on quitting 
115, he left his brother, and five of his atten
dants, on board. We had alfo the company of 
a Chief, jufr then arrived from Tongataboo, 
whofe name was Tooboueitoa. The moment he 
arrived, he fent his canoe away, and declared, 
that he and five 'more, who came with him, 
would fleep on board; fa that I had now my 
cabin filled with vifiters. This, indeed, was 
fame inconvenience; but I bore with it more 
w~lIingly, as they brought plenty of provifions 
wuh them, as prefents to me; for which they 
always bad fuitable returns. 

About 
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About one o'clock in the afternoon, tbe Eafterly ,,,.,. 
wind was fucceeded by a frelh breeze at Soutb ~ 
South Eaft. Our courfe, now being South South 
Weft, or more Southerly, we were obliged to pi y to 
windward, and did butjuft fetch the North Side of 
Footooha, by eight o'clock, where we fpent the 
night, making Ibort boards. 

The next morning, we plied up to Lofanga, Friday 3e~ 
where, according to the information of our friends, 
there was anchorage. It was .one o'clock, in the 
afternoon, before we got fClUndings, under the lee 
or North Weft fide, ~n forty fathoms water, near 
half a mile from the {hare; but the bank was fieep, 
and the bottom rocky, and aohain of breakers 
lay to leeward. All thefe circumftances. being 
againft us, I t't.retched awayfor'Kotoo, with the ex-

. pedation of finding better anchoring ground under 
that ifland. But fa much time had been fpent.in 
plying up to Lofanga, that it was dark befure, we 
reached the other; and; finding rio place to anchor 
in, tbe night was fpent as the preceding one. .~ 

At day-break, on the 3 I ft, I ftood for the chan- Satur. 3', 

nel which .is between Kotoo, and the reef of 
rocks that lie to the Weft.ward of it; but, on 
drawing near, I found the wind too fcant to lead 
us through. I, therefore, bore up on the oudide 
of the reef, and ftretched to the South Weft, 
till near noon, when, perceiving that we made 
1i0 progrefs to windward, and· being apprehen-
five of loling the iflands, with.fo many of the 
natives on board, I tacked and frood back, ia
tending. to wait till fame more favourable op
portunity. We did but juft fetch iR with FOQ-
tooha, between which and Kotoo we fpent· the 
night, under reefed topfails and forefaiL The 
wind blew-. frelb, and by fqualls, with rain; and 
we were not without apprehenfions of -danger. 

I kept 
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1777. I kept the deck till midnight, when I left it to the 
May. Mafter, with fueh directions as, I thought, would 

'-"v--J keep the fhips clear of the fhoals and rocks, that lay 
round us. But, after making a trip to the North, 
and ftanding back again to the South, our fbip, 
by a (mall fhift of the wind, fetched farther to the 
windward than was expected. By this means fbe 
was very near running full upon a low fandy if1e, 
called Pootoo Pootooa, furrounded with breakers. 
It happened, very fortunately, that the people had 
jull: been ordered upon the deck, to put the fhip 
about, and the moft of them were at their ftati
ons; fo that the neceffary movements were not on
ly executed with judgment, but al(o with alertne(s; 
and this alone faved us from deft ruction. The 
Difcovery being aftern~ was out of danger. Such 
hazardous fituations are the unavoidable .compani
ons of the man; who goes upon a voyage of dif-
covery. . 

This circumftance. frightened our palfengers [0 
much, that they expreffed a ftrong defire to get 

S June. afbore. Accordingly, as foon as day-light return-
unday I. ed, I hoifted out a boat, and ordered the Officer 

who commanded her, after landing tbemat Kotoo, 
to found along the reef that fpits off from that 
if1and, for anchorage. For I was fuB as much 
tired as they could be, with beating about amongl1: 
the furrounding if1es and fboals, and determined 
to get to lin anchor, fomewhere or other, if pof
fible. While the boat was abrent, we attempted 
to turn the {hips through the channtl, between the 
fandy if11i! and the reef of Kotoo, rin expeCtation 
.f finding a moderate depth of water behind them 
to anchor in. But, meeting with a tide or cur
rent againft us, we were obliged to defift, and 
anchor in fifty fathoms water, with the fandy iile 
bearing Eaft by Nonh, one mile diftant. 
2· 'Ve 
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We lay here till the 4th. While in this tl:a- 1m. 
tion we were, feveral times, vifited by the king, Junc. 

by Tooboueitoa, and by people from the neigh-~ 
bouring i!1ands, who came off to trade with us, 
though the wind blew very frefb motl: of the time. 
The Mafter was now fent to found the channels be-
tween the iflands that lie to the Eaftward; and I 
landed on Kotoo, to examine it, in the forenoon of 
the 2d. Mond. :100 

This ifland is fcarcely acceffible by boats, on 
account of cora~ reefs that furround it. It is not 
more than a mile and half, or two miles, long; 
and not fo broad. The North Weft end of it is 
low, like the iflands of Hapaee; but it rifes fud
denly in the middle, and terminates in reddifb clay
ey cliffs, at the South Eaft end, about thirty feet 
high. The foil, in that quarter, is of the fame 
fOT[ as in the cliffs; but, in the other parts, it is a 
loofe, black mould. It produces the fame fruits 
and roots which we found at the other i!1ands ; 
is tolerably cultivated, but thinly inhabited. While 
I was walking all over it, our people were em
ployed in cutting fom~ grafs for the cattle; and 
we planted fome melon feeds, with which the na
lives feemed much pleafed, and inclofed them 
wirh branches. On our return to the boat, we 
paffed by two or three ponds of dirty water, 
which was more or Ids brackifb in each of them; 
and law one of their burying-places, which was 
much neater than thofe that were met with at 
Hapaee. 

On the 4th, at feven in the morning, we weigh- Wedn.4.' 

ed; and, with a frefh gale at Eaft South Eaft, 
ftood away for Annamooka, where we ancho'red, 
next morning, nearly in the fame ftation which Tl.1.Irf. 5, 

we had [0 lately occupied. 

I went 
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17?7. I went on fhore foon after, and found the inha
June. bitants very bufy in their plantations, digging up 

'--v--J yams to bring to market; and, in the courfe of 
the day, about two hundred of them had affembled 
on the beach, and traded with as much eagernefs, 
as during our late vifit. Their ftock appeared to 
have been recruited much, though we had returned 
fo foon; but, inftead of bread-fruit, which was the 
only article we could purchafe on our firft arrival, 
nothing was to be feen now but yams, and a few 
plantains. This fhews the quick fucceffion of the 
feafons, at leaft of the different vegetables produc
ed here, at the feveral times of the year. It ap
peared alfo that they had been very bufy, while we 
were abfent, in cultivating; for we now faw'fe
veral large plantain fields, in places which we had, 
fo lately, feen lying wafte. The yams were now 
in the greateft perfection; and we procured a good 
quantity, in exchanges for pieces of iron. 

Thefe people, in the abfence of Toobou, ",hom 
we left behind us at Kotoo, with Poulaho and 
the other Chiefs, feemed to be under little fub
ordination. For we could not perceive, this day, 
that one man affumed more authority than an
other. Before I returned on board, I vifited the 
feveral places where I had fown melon feeds, 
and had the mortification to find, that moft of 
them were deftroyed by a fmali ant; but fome 
pine-apple plants, which I had arro left, were in 
a thriving ftate. 

Fdclay6. Abollt noon, next day, Feenou arrived from Va-
vaoo. He told llS that feveral canoes, laden with 
hogs, and other provifions, which had failed with 
him from that il1and, had been loft, owing to the 
late blowing weather; and that every body on 
board them had perifhed. This melancholy tale 
did not feem to affect any of his countrymen 

who 
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who heard it; and, as to ourrelves. we were, by '777. 
this time too well acquainted with his character, ~ulle. 
to give much credit to fuch a ll:ory. The truth, -v--J 
probably, was, that he had not been able to pro-
cure at Vavaoo the fupplies which he expected; Qr, 
if he got any there, that he had left them at Ha-
paee, which lay in his way back, and where he 
could not but receive intelligence that Poulaho 
had been with us; who, therefore, he knew, would, 
as his fuperior, have all the merit and reward of 
procuring them, though he had not any !hare of 
the trouble. The invention of this lo(s at fea 
was, however, well imagined. For there had 
lately been very blowing weather; in fo much. 
that the King and other Chiefs, who had fol-
lowed liS from Hapaee to Kotoo, had been left' 
there, not caring to venture to fea when we did; 
but defired I might wait for them at Annamoo-
ka, which was the rea(on of my anchoring there, 
this fecond time, and of my not proceeding di-
re¢1ly to Tongataboo. 

The following morning, Poulaho, and the otherSatur. ,,' 
Chiefs who had been wind-bound with him, ar-
rived. I happened, at this time, to be a!hore in 
company with Feenoll; who now feemed to be 
lenuble of the impropriety of his conduct, in af. 
fuming a character that did not belong to him, 
For he not only acknowledged Poulaho to be King 
of TongataboQ, and the other HIes; but affected 
to inull: much on it, which, no doubt, was with 
a view to make amends for his former prefi.lmp-
rion. I left him, to viut this greater man, whom 
J found fitting with a few people before him. 
But, everyone hall:ening to pay court to him. 
the circle increafed pretty fall:. I was very de-
firous of obferving Feenou's behaviour on this oc-
cauon ; and had the moll: convincing proof of his 

VOL. L T fuperi-
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'777. fuperiority; for he placed himfelf amongfl: the refl: 
June. that f..'it be-fore Poulaho, AS attendants on his ma~ 
~ jefty. He feemed, at £lrft, rather abaihed; as 

lome of us were prefent who had been ufed to fee 
him act a different part; but he foon recovered 
himfelf. Some little converfation paffed between 
thefe two Chiefs, which none of us underftood; 
nor were we fatisfied with Omai's interpretation of 
it. ~r e were, however, by this time, fufficient
Iy undeceived as to Feenou's rank. Both he and 
Poulaho went on board with me to dinner; 
but only the latter fat at table. Feenou, having 
made his obeilance,· in the ufual way, faluting 
his fovereign's foot- with his head and hands, 
retired out of the cabin "'. The king had before 
told us, that this would happen; and it now ap
peared, that Feenou could not even eat nor drink 
in bis royal prefence. 

SundayS. At eight o'clock, next morning, we weighed and 
fleered for Tongataboo, baving a gentle breeze at 
North Eaft. About fourteen or fifteen failing vel
fels, belonging to the natives, fet ou~ without us; 
but everyone of them outrun the !hips confider
ably. Feenou was to have taken his paffage in the 

"" Marks of profound refpect, very fimilar to thore paid by 
natives of the Friendly I/lands to their fovereign. are alfo paid 
to the principal Chiefs, or Tamales of the Caroline I/lands, as 
appears from father Canto'r-a's·accQunt here tranfcribed. "Lorf
" qu'un Tamale donne audience, il paroit affis fur une table 
:: elevee:, les I!~uples. s'inc1i~elJt devant lui jufqu'ii terre; &. du 

plus lOIn qu. xl.:; arflvent, tls marchent Ie corps tout courN, & 
" la tete prefqu'entre les gcnoux, jufqU'a ce qu'ils foient au
" pres de fa perfonne; alors ils s'aireyent a plate tene; &, les 
" yeUle baifies, ils re)oivent fes ordres a,rec' Ie plus profond 
.. refpect. <l.!!and Ie Tamale les congedie, il. fe r<:tirent, en fe 
" courbant de la meme maniere que quand ils font venus, &
.. ne fe relevent que lorfqu'ils fOllt hors de fa prefcnce. Ses 
U paroles font autant d'oracles qu'on revere· on rend a fes or
" dres une obeiffance aveugle; entin on bake les main~ & les 
" pieds, quand on lui demande quelq~e grace." 

i.tures Edifi41ltes & CurieuJes, Tom. xv. p. 3':1,3'3. 

Re[o-
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Refolution; but preferred his own canoe; and put 177'. 
two men on board, to conduct us to the beft an- June. 
chorage. We fteered South by Weft by compafs. '--v--I 

At five in the afternoon we faw two fmall 
iOands, bearing Weft, about four leagues diftant. 
Our pilots called the one Hoonga Hapaee, and the 
other Hoonga Tonga. They lie in the latitude of 
20° 36'; and ten or eleven leagues from the Weft 
point of Annamooka, in the direction of South, 
46° Weft. According to the account of the 
iflanders on board, only five men refide upon 
Hoonga Hapaee; and Hoonga Tonga is unin
habited; but both of them abound with fea·fowl. 

We continued the fame courfe till two o'clock Mond. 9,' 
next morning, when, feeing fome lights ahead, 
and not knowing whether they were on thore, or 
on board the canoes, we hauled the wind, and 
made a thort trip, each way, till day-break. We 
then refumed our courfe to the South by Weft ; 
and, prefently after, faw feveral fmall iOands be-
fore liS, and Eooa and Tongataboo beyond them. 
We had, at this time, twenty.five fathoms wa-
ter, over a bottom of broken coral and fand. 
The depth gradually decreafed as we drew near 
the iOes above mentioned, which lie ranged along 
the North Eaft fide of Tongataboo. By the di-
rection of our pilots we fteered for the middle of 
it, and for the wideft fpace between the fmall 
iOeswhich we were to pafs; having our boats 
ahead, employed in founding. We were, infen-
fibly, drawn upon a large fiar, upon which lay in
numerable coral rocks, of different depths, be-
low the furface of the water. Notwithftanding 
all our care and attention to keep the /hip clear of 

. them, we could not prevent her from ftriking on 
one of thefe rocks. Nor did the Difcovery though 
behind us, efcape any better. Fortunately, neither 

T 2 of 
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'''7. of the !bips ftucle faft, nor received any damage'; 
June. We could not get back without increafing the dan-

'---v--J ger, as we had come in almoft before the wind. 
Nor could we caft anchor, but with the certainty 
of having am cables infiantly cut in two by the 
rocks. We had no other refource bllt to proceed. 
To this, indeed, we were encouraged, not only by 
being told, hut by feeing, that there was deeper 
water between us and the !bore. However, that 
we might be better informed, the moment we 
found a fpot where we could drop the anchor, 
clear of rocks, we came to; and fent the Mafiers, 
with the boats, to found. 

Soon after we had anchored, which was about 
noon, feveral of the inhabitants of Tongataboo 
came off in their canoes to the !bips Thefe, as 
well as our pilots, affured us, that we /hould find 
deep water farther in, and a bottom free from 
rocks. They were not mifiaken; for, about four 
o'clock, the boats made the lignal for having 
found good anchorage. Upon this we weighed, 
and fiood in till dark, and then anchored in nine 
fathoms, having a fine, clear, fandy bottom. 

During the night we had fome /howers of rain; 
hut toward the morning, the wind fhifted to the 
South, and South Eaft, and brought on fair wea

Tuefd. 10. ther. At day-break we weighed, and, working in 
to the fhon', met with no obfiruCtions, but fuch 
as were vifible, and eafily avoided. 

While we were plying up to the harbour, to 
which the natives direCted us, tbe king kept failing 
round llS in his canoe. There were, at the fame 
time, a great many fmall canoes about the fhips. 
Two of thefe, which could not get out of the way 
of his royal ~ffel, he nm quite over, with as little 
concern, as if they had been bits of wood. 
Amongfi many others who came on board the Re-

folution, 
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folution, was Otago, who had been fo ufeful to me '777· 

when I vifited Tongataboo during my laft voyage; ~ 
and one Toobou, who, at that time, had attached 
himfelf to Captain Furneaux. Each of them 
brought a hog, and fome yams, as a teftimony of 
his friefldlhip; and I was not wanting, on my part, 
in making a fuitable return. 

At length, about two in the afternoon, we ar
rived at our intended ftation. It was a very fnug 
place, formed by the Ihore of Tongataboo on the 
South Eaft, and two fmall iflands on the Eaft and 
North Eaft. Here we anchored in ten fathoms 
water, over a bottom of oozy fand; diftant from 
the {hore one-third of a mill!. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. VII. 

Friendly Receptioll at TOlzgataboo.-Manner of diJ
tribllting a baked Hog and Kava to PouJaho's 
Attendants. - The obfirvatory, &c. erelled.
The Pillage where the Chiefs rejide, and the ad
joining Country, defcribed.-Interviews with Ma
rcew,zgee, and Toobou, and the King's Son.-A 
grand Haiva, or Entertainmmt of Songs and 
Dances, given by lItlareewagee. - Exhibition of 
Fireworks. -lvlanner of WrejlJing and Boxing. 
-DiJiribution of the Cattle. - 'I'hefts committed 
by the Natives.-Poulaho, and the other Chiefs, 
confined on tbat ACCOU11t. - Poulaho's PreJent, 
aud Haiva. 

jm. SO 0 N after we had anchored, having firft din
~ eo, I landed, accompanied by Omai, and [orne 
Tuefd. Ic.of the Officers. We found the king waiting for 

us upon the beach. He, immediately, conduded 
us to a fmall neat houfe, fituated a little within the 
ikirts of the woods, with a fine large area before it. 
This houfe, he told me, was at my fervice, during 
our fray at the iiland; and a better fituation we 
could not willi for. 

We had not been long in the houfe, before a 
pretty large circle of the nativt:s were alfembled 
before us, and feated upon the area. A root of 
the kava plant being brought, and laid down be
fore the king, he ordered it to be fplit into pieces, 
and difrributed to feveral people of both [exes, who 

began 
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began the op.eration of chewing it; and a bowl of '777. 
their favourite liquor was foon prepared. In the Ju~ 
mean time, a baked hog, and two balkers of bak- -........ 
ed yams, were produced, and afterward divided 
into ten portions. Thefe portions were then given 
to certain people prefent; but how many were 
to {hare in each, I could not tell. One of them, I 
obferved, was beftowed upon the king's brother; 
and one remained undifpofed of, which, I judged, 
was for the king himfelf, as it was a choice bit. 
The liquor was next ferved out; but Poulaho 
feemed (0 give no directions about it. The fidl: 
cup was brought to him, which he ordered to be 
given to QIle who fat near him. The fecond was 
alfo brought to him, and this he kept. The third 
was given to me; but their manner of brewing 
having quenched my thirft, it became Omai's pro-
perty. The reft of the liquor was diftributed to 
different people, by direction of the man who had 
the management of it. One of the cups being 
carried to the king's brother, he retired with thi~, 
and with his mefs of victuals. Some others alfo 
quitted the circle with tht:ir portions; and the rea-
ion was, they could neither eat nor drink in tbe 
royal prefence; but tljere were others prefent, of 
a much inferior rank, of bOlh texes, who did both. 
Soon after, moft of them withdrew, carrying with 
them w'hat they had not eat or their fhare of the 
teaft. 

I obferved, that not a fourth part of the com
pany had tafted either the victuals or the drink; 
thore who partook of the former, I fuppofed to be 
of the king's houfehold. Tile {ervanrs, who die. 
tributed the baked meat, and the kava, always de
livered it out of tbeir hand fitting, not only to the 
king, but to every other perfon. it is worthy of 
remark, tbough this was tbe firft time of our land
ing, and a great many people were prefent who had 

never 
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'771. never feen us before, yet no one was traubldome ; 
June. but the greateft good order was pre{erved, through

'--v--' out the whole aflembly. 
Before I returned on board, I went in fearch of 

a watering place, and was conduCted to (ome ponds, 
or rather holes, containing freth water, as they were 
plea(ed to call it. The contents of one of thefe, 
indeed, were tolerable; but it was at fome diftance 
inland, and the fupply to be got from it was very 
inconliderable. Being informed, that the little 
iOand of Pangimndoo, near which the thips lay, 
coukl better furni{h th;s neceffary article, 1 went 

Wedn. II. over to it, next morning, and was (0 (ortunate as 
to find there a {mall paul, that had rather frether 
water, than any we had met with amongft thefe 
iOands. The pool being very dirty, I ordered it 
to be cleaned; and here it was that we watered the 
11Jips. 

As I intended to make (orne ftay at Tongataboo, 
we pitched a teor, in the forenoon, juft by the 
houfe which Poulaho had alligned for our ufe. 
The hories, cattle, and theep, were afterward 
landed, and a party of marines, with their Officer, 
ftationed there as a guard. The obfervatory was 
then let up, at a fmall diftance from the other 
tent; and Mr. King refided on thore, to attend the 
obfervations, and to fuperintend the feveral operati
ons neceffary to be conduCted there. For the falls 
were carried thither, to be repaired a party was em
ployed in cutting wood for fuel, and plank for the 
lIle of the Olips; and the gunners of both, were 
ordered to remain upon the {pot, to conduCt the 
traffic with the natives, who thronged fn,m every 
part of the iOand, with hogs, yams, cocoa-nuts, 
and other articles of their produce. In a thort 
time, our land poft was like a fair, and (he fuips 
were fa crowded with vifiters, that we had hardly 
room to flir upon the decks. 

Feenoa 
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Feenou had taken up his refidence in our neigh- 1777· 

bourhood; but he was no longer the leading man. ~ 
However, we ftill found him to be a perfon of 
confequence, and we had daily proofs of his opu-
lence and liberality, by the continuance of his va-
luable prefents. But the king was equally atten-
tive in this refpett; for fcarcely a day paffed, 
without receiving from him fome confiderable do-
nation. We now heard, that there were other 
great men of the ifland, whom we had not, as yet, 
feen. Otago and Toobou, in particular, mentioned 
a perfon named Mareewagee. who, they faid, was 
of the firft confequence in the place, and held in 
great veneration; nay, if Omai did not mifunder-
ftand them, fuperior even to Poulaho, to whom he 
was related; but, being oid, lived in retirement ; 
and, therefore, would not vi fit os. Some of the 
natives even hinted, that he was too great a man 
to confer that honour upon us. This account ex-
citing my curiofity, I, this day, mentioned to 
Poulaho, tbat I was very defirous of waiting up-
on Mareewagee; and he readily agreed to ac
company me, to the place of his refidence, the 
next morning. 

Accordingly, we fet out, pretty early, in the Thurf. u. 
-pinnace; and Captain Clerke joined me in one of 
his own boats. We proceeded round, that is, 
to the Eaftward of the little ifles that form the 
harbour, and then, turning ro the S:JUth, according 
to Poulaho's direCtions, entered a fpacious bay' or 
inlet, up which we rowed about a league, and land
ed amidft a confiderable number of people, who 
received us with a fort of acclamation, not unlike 
our huzzaing. They immediately feparated, to 
let Poulabo pafs, who took us into a fmall indo
(ure, and fhifted the piece of cloth he wore, for 
a new piece, neatly folded, that was carried by a 
young man. An old woman affifted in dreffing 

him, 
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'777. him, and put a mat over his cloth; as we (uppofed, 
June. to prevent its being dirtied when he (at down. 

':--v--' On our now atking him where Mareewagee was, 
to our great furprize, he faid, he had gone from 
the place, .to the Olip, jllft before we arrived. How
ever, he delired us to walk with him to a malate, 
or honfe of public reran, which flood about half a 
milt up the country. But when we came to a 
large area before it, he fat down in the path, and 
defired us to walk up to the 11Oufe. \Ve did fa, and 
feated ourtCives in front, while the crowd that fol
lowed us filled up the reft of the fpace. After 
fitting a little while, we repeated our inquiries, by 
means of Omai, Whether we were to fee Maree
wagee? But receiving no fatisfaClory information, 
and fufpeCling that the old Chief was purpofely 
concealed from liS, we went back to our boats, 
much piqued at our difappointment; and when I 
got on board, I found that no fuch perf on had been 
there. It afterward appeared, that, in this affair, 
we had laboured under fame grofs mill:akes, and 
that our interpreter Omai had either been milin. 
formed, or, which is more likely, had mifunder
flood what was told him about the great man, on 
whore account we had made this excurfion. 

The place we went to was a village mofi de
lightfully fituated on the bank of the inlet, where 
all, or moll: of the principal per[ons of the ifland 
refide; each having his hou[e in the midft of a 
fmall plantation, with leifer hou[es, and offices for 
j\::n'<1nts. Thefe plantations are neatly fenced 
round; and, for the moll: parr, have only one en
trance. This is by a door, fall:ened, on the in fide. 
by a prop of wood; fa that a perfon has to knock, 
bdore he can get admittance. Public roads, and 
l1arrow lanes, lie between each plantation; to that 
110 one trdpafieth upon anothc:r. Great parr of lomtl' 
of thefe indofures is laid out in gralS-plots, and 

planted 
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planted with fuch things as feern more for orna- J??7. 

ment than ufe. But hardly any were without the June. 
kava plant, from which they make their favourite ............... 
liquor. Every article of the vegetable produce of 
the il1and, abounded in others of thefe plantations; 
but thefe, I obferved, are not the refidence of peo-
ple of the firft rank. There are fome large houfes 
near the public roads, with fpacious fmooth 
grafs-plots before them, and uninclofed. Thefe, I 
was told, belonged to the King; and, probably, 
they are _the places where their public aifemblies 
are held. It was to one of thefe houfes, as I have 
already mentioned, that we were condutled, toon 
after our landing at this place. 

About noon, the next day, this Mareewagee, Friday I. 
of whom we had heard fa much, atlually came to 
the neighbourhood of our poft on thore; and, with 
bim, a very confiderable number of people of all 
ranks. I was informed, that he had taken this 
trouble, on purpofe to give me an opportunity of 
waiting upon him; having probably, heard of the 
difpleafure I had thewn, on my difappointment the 
day befo{e. In the afternoon, a party of us, ac
companied by Feenou, landed, to pay him a vifit. 
We found a perfon fitting under a large tree,. near 
the thore, a little to the right of the tent. A piece 
of cloth, at leaft forty yards long, was fpread be-
fore him, round which a great number of people, 
of both [exes, were feated. It was natural to fLlp-
pofe, that this was the great man; but we were un
deceived by Feenou; who informed us, that ano-
ther, who fat on a piece of mat, a little way from 
this Chief, to the right hand, was Mareewagee, and 
he introduced us to him, who received us very 
kindly, and defired us to fit down by him. The 
perron, who fat under the tree, fronting us, was 
called Toobou; and, when I have occafion to 
fpeak of him afterward, I thall call him old Too-

2 bou, 
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'777. bou, to diflingui/h him from his namefake, Cap. 
~ tain Furneaux's friend .• Both he and Mareewa

gee had a venerable appearance. The latter is a 
ilender man, and, from his appearance, feems to 
be conficderably above threefcore years of age. 
The former is rather corpulent, and almofl blind 
with a diforder of his eyes; though not fo old. 

Not expeeting to meet with two Chiefs, on this 
occafion, 1 had only brought on /hore a prefent for 
one. This I now found myfelf under a neceffity 
of dividing between them; but it happened to be 
pretty cdnfiderable, and both of them feemed [a
tisfied. After this, we entertained them, for about 
an hour, with the performance of two French horns, 
and a drum. But they [eemed moft pleafed with 
the firing off a piflol, which Captain Clerke had 
in his pe>cket. Before I took my leave, the large 
piece of cloth was rolled up, and, with a few co
coa-nuts, pre[ented to me. 

Satur. '4. The next morning, old Toobou returned my 
vi fit on board the /hip. He alfo vifited Captain 
Clerke; and if the pre[ent we made to him, the 
evening before, was [canty, the deficiency was now 
made up. During this time, Mareewagee vifilt:d 
our people alhore; and Mr. King /hewed to him 
every thing we had there. He viewed the cattle 
with great admiration; and the crofs-cut faw fixed 
his attention for fome time. 

Toward noon, Poulaho returned from the place 
where we had left him two days before, and 
brought with him his fon, a youth about twelve 
years of age. 1 had his company at dinner; but 
the fon, though pre{ent, was not allowed to fit 
down with him. It was very conve(lient to have 
him for my gueft. Fur when he was prefent, 
which was generally the cafe while we flayed 
here, every other native was excluded from the 

table; 
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table; and but few of them would remain in the 1·777· 

cabin. Whereas, if, by'chance, it happened, that~ 
neither he nor Feenou were on board, the infe· 
rior Chiefs would be very importunate to be of ollr 
dining party, aT to be admitted into the cabin at 
that time; and then we were fa crowded, that we 
could not fit down to a meal with any fatisfaCtion. 
The king was very foon reconciled to our manner 
of cookery. But fiill, I believe, he dined thus fre
quently with me, more for the fake of what we 
gave him to drink, than for what we fet before 
him to eat. For he had taken a liking to OUT 

wine, could empty his bottle as well as moll: men. 
and was as cheerful over it. He now fixed his 
refidence at the houfe, or Millaee, by our tent; and 
there he entertained our people, this evening, with 
a dance. To the furprite of every body, the un-
wieldy Poulaho endeavoured to vie with others, in 
that active amufement. 

In the morning of the , 5th, I received a mef- SundaY'c, 

fage from Old Toobou, that he wanted to fee me 
a {hare. Accordingly Omai and I went to wait 
upon him' We found him, like an ancient patri-
arch, feated under the {hade of a tree, with a large 
piece at a cloth, made in tbe ifland, fpread out 
at full length before him; and a number of re
fpettably looking people fitting round it. He de-
fired us to place ourfelves by him; and then he 
told Omai, that the cloth, together with a piece 
of red feathers, and about a dozen cocoa-nuts, were 
hi~ prefent to me. I thanked him for the favour; 
and defired he would go on board with me, as 
1 had nothing on {hare to give him in return . 
. Omai now left me, being fent for by Poulaho 9 

and, foon after, Feenou came, and acquainted me 
that young Fatrafaihe, Poulabo's fon, defired to 
fee me. I obeyed the fummon~, and found the 
prince, and Omai, fitting under a large canopy 

1 of 
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1777. of the finer fort of cloth; with a piece of the coar
June. fer fort, fpread under them and before them, that 

'-'v'--J was fevenly-fix yards long, and feven and a half 
broad. On one fide was a large old boar; and on 
the other fide a heap of cocoa-nuts. A number of 
people were feated round the cloth; and, amongft 
them, I obferved Mareewagee, and others of the 
firft rank. I was defired to fit down by the 
prince; and then Omai informed me, that he had 
been inftructed by the king to tell me, that, as 
he and I were friends, he hoped that his fon might 
be joined in this friendfhip; and that, as a token 
of my con[ent, I would accept of his pre[ent. I 
very readily agreed to the propofal; and, it being 
now dinner-time, I invited them all on board. 

Accordingly, the young prince, Mareewagee, 
old Toobou, three or four inferior Chiefs, and two 
reipedable old ladies of the fir.ft rank, accompanied 
me. Mareewagee was drelfed in a new piece of 
cloth, on the !kirts of which were fixed fix pret
ty large patches of red feathers. This dre[s [eem
ed to have been made, on purpofe, for this vilit ; 
for, as Coon as he got on board, he put it off, 
and prefented it to me; having, I guefs, heard 
that it would be acceptable, on account of the 
feathers. Everyone of my vi liters received from 
me fuch prefenls, as, I had rearon to believe, they 
were highly ratisfied with. When dinner came 
tlpOn table, not one of them would fit down, or 
eat a bit of any thing that was ferved up. On 
expreffing my furprize at this, they were all taboo, 
as they [aid; which word has a very comprehenlive 
meaning; but, in general, lignifies tAat a thing is 
forbidden. Why they were laid under fuch re
firaints, at prefent, was not explained. Dinner 
being o~er, and, having gratified their curiolity, 
by fhewlOg to them every part of the 1hip, I then 
conducted them afilore. 

As 
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As Coon as the boat reached the beach, Fee- '777. 
nou, and [orne others, inftantly ftepped out. June. 

Young Fattafaihe following them, was called back--r--J 
by Mareewagee, who now paid the heir apparent 
the fame obeifance, and in the [arne manner, that 
I had feen it paid to the king. And when old 
Toubou, and one of the old ladies, had fhewn 
him the [arne marks of refpect, he was fuffered 
to land. This ceremony being over, the old 
people ftepped from my boat, into a canoe, that 
was waiting to carry them to their place of abode. 

I was not Corry to be prefent on this occaGon. 
as I was thus furnifhed with the moft unequivocal 
proofs of the fupreme dignity of Poulaho and his 
iOn, over the other principal Chiefs. Indeed, by 
this time, I had acquired fome certain information 
about the relative Gtuations of the feveral great 
men, whofe names have been fo often menti
oned. I now knew, that Mareewagee and old 
Toobou were brothers. Both of them were men of 
great property in the ifland, and feemed to' be in 
high eftimation with the people; the former, in par
ticular, had the very honourable appellation given 
to him, by every body, of MotoiJa 'fonga; that 
is to fay, Father of Tonga, or of his Country. 
The nature of his relationfhip to the king was alfo 
no longer a fecret to us; for we now underftood, 
that he was his father-in-law; Poulaho having mar
ried one ~f his daughters, by whom he had this 
fon; fo that Mareewagee was the prince's grand
father. Poulaho's appearance having fatisfied us, 
that we had been under a miftake, in confidering 
Feenou as the fovereign of thefe iflands, we had' 
been at firft, much puzzled about his real rank; 
but that was, by this time, afcertained. Feenou 
was one, of Mareewagee's Cons; and Tooboueitoa 
was another. 

On 
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'777. On my landing, I found the king, in the houre 
June. adjoining to our tent, along with our people who 

'--v--J refided all iliore. The moment I got to him, he 
beflowed upon me a prefent of a large hog, and a 
quantity of yams. About the duik of the evening, 
a number of men came, and, having fat down in 
II round group, began to fing in concert with 
the mufic of bamboo drums, which were placed 
in the centre *. There were three long ones, and 
two iliort. With thefe they flruck the ground 
endwife, as before defcribed. There were two 
others, which lay on the ground, fide by fide, and 
one of them was fplit or iliivered; on thefe a man 
kept beating with two fmall flicks. They fung 
three fongs while I flayed; and, I was told, that 
after I left them, the entertainment lafled till ten 
o'clock. They burnt the leaves of the wbarra 
palm for a light; which is the only thing I ever 
Caw them make ufe of for this purpofe. 

While I was pailing the day in attendance on 
thefe great men, Mr. Anderfon, with fome others, 
made an excurfio[J into the country, which furniili
ed him with the following remarks: " To the 
Weflward of the tent, the country is totally un
cultivated for near two miles, though quite covered 
with trees and builies, in a natural fiate, growing 
with the greatefi vigour. Beyond this is a pretty 
large plain, on which are fome cocoa-trees, and a 
few fmall plantations that appear to have been 
lately made; and, feemingly, on ground that has 
never been cultivated before. Near the creek, 
which runs to the Wefiward of the tent, the land 
is quite flat, and partly overflowed by the fea every 

<I< The fame fort of evening concert is performed round the 
hOllfe of the Chief, or 'Tamo/e, at the Caroline Itlands. .. Le 
" 'Tamale ne s'endort qu'au bruit d'un concert de mufi<J.ue que 
" fo!me Ul)e tro?pe de jeunes gens, qui s'affemblent Ie r,ur, all
U rolr de fa malfon, & qui chantenr, a leur manie.re certaines 
~. potfies." LeflHs EJUiimles & Curieujes, Tom. xv: p. 3'4 

tide. 
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tide. When that retires, the furface is feen to be r,,,,; 
compofed of coral rock, with holes of ye\1owifh June. 
mud Ccattered up and down; and toward the edges, ~ 
where it is a little firmer, are innumerable little 
openings, from which iffue as many fmall crabs, of 
two or three different forts, which fwarm upon the 
fpot, as flies upon a carcafe; but are fa nimble, 
that, on being approached, they diCappear in an in-
frant, and baffle even the natives to catch any of 
them. 

At this place is a work of art, which fhews, that 
theCe people are capable of Come defign, and perCe
verance, when they mean to accomplifh any thing. 
This work begins, on one fide, as a narrow cauCe
way, which, becoming gradually broader, rifes, 
with a gentle afcent, to the height of ten feet, 
where it is five paces broad, and the whole length 
feventy-four paces. Joined to this is a fort of 
circus, whofe diameter is thirty paces, and not 
above a foot or two higher than the caufeway that 
joins it, with Come trees planted in the middle. 
On the oppofite fide, another caufeway of the fame 
fort defcends; but this is not above forty paces 
long, and is partly in ruin. The whole is built 
with large coral fiones, with earth on the furface, 
which is quite overgrown with low trees and fhrubs; 
and, from its decaying in feveral places, Ceems to 
be of no modern date. Whatever may have been 
its ufe formerly, it Ceems to be of none now; and 
all that we could learn of it from the natives was, 
that it belonged to POlllaho, and is called Etchee." 

On the 16th, in the morning, after vifiting theM.,nd,16. 
feveral works now carrying all afhore, Mr. Gore. 
and I, took a walk into the country; in the courfe 
of which nothing remarkable appeared, but aUf 

having opportuniti-.:s of feeing the whole procc:fs 
of making cloth, which is the principal manufac-

VOL, I. U ture 
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1'177. ture of there il1ands, as well as of many others ill 
~ this Ocean. In the narrative of my firft Voyage "'1 

a minute defcription is given of this operation, as 
performed at Otaheite; but the procefs, here, dif
fering in fame particulars, it may be worth while 
to give tlie following account of it: 

The manufatl:urers, who are females, take the 
flender ftalks or trunks of the paper-mulberry, 
which they cultivate for that purpofe; and which 
feldom grows more than fix or feven feet in height, 
and about four, fingers in thicknefs. From thefe 
they ftrip the bark, and fcrape off the outer rind 
with a mufc1e-fhell. The bark is then rolled up 
to take off the con~xity which it had round the 
ftalk, and macerated in water for fame time (they 
fay, a night). After this, it is laid acrofs the trunk 
of a fmaa tree fquared, an.rl beaten with a fquare 
wooden it.ftrllment, about a foot long, full of 
coarre grooves on all fides; but, fometimes, with 
one that is plain. According to the fize of the 
bark, a piece is foon produced; but the operation 
is often repeated by another hand, or it is folded 
ieveral times, and beat longer, which feems rather 
intended to clofe than to divide its texture. When 
this is fufficiently effected, it is fpread out to dry; 
the pieces being from four to fix, or more, f~et in 
length, and half as broad. They are then given 
to another perfon, who joins the pieces, by fmear
ing part of them over with the vi(cous juice of a 
berry, called tooo, which ferves as a glue. Hav
ing been thus lengthened, they are laid over a 
large piece of wood, with a kind of ftamp, made 
of a fibrous fubftance pretty c10fely interwoven, 
placed beneath. They then take a bit of cloth 
and dip it in a juice, expreffed from the bark of ~ 

;;0 Hawkefworth's Colleclion of Voyages, Vol. ii. p. 2 to. 

tree, 
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tree, called kokka, which they rub brifldy upon 1777. 

the piece that is making. This, at once, leaves~ 
a dull brown colour, and a dry glofs upon its fur-
face; the ftamp, at the fame .time, making a night 
impreffion, that anfwers no other purpote that I 
could fee. but to make the feveral pieces, that are 
glued together, ftick a little more firmly. In 
this manner they proceed, joining and ftaining by 
degrees, till they produce a piece of cloth, of fuch 
length and breadth as they want; geherally leav-
ing a border, of a foot broad, at the fides, and 
longer at the ends, unll:ained. Throughout the 
whole, if any parts of the original pieces are too 
thin, or have holes, which is often the cafe, they 
glue fpare bits upon them, till they become of an 
equal thicknefs. When they want to produce a 
black colour, they mix the foot procured from an 
oily nut, called dooedooe, with the juice of the kok-
ka, in different quantities, according to the pro-
pofed depth of the tinge. They fay, that the 
black fort of cloth, which is commonly molt glaz-
ed, makes a cold dreIS, but the other a warm one; 
and, to obtain ftrength in both, they are always 
careful to join the fmall pieces lengthwife, which 
makes it impoffible to tear the cloth in any direc-
tion but one. 

On our return from the country, we met with 
Feenou, and took him, and another young Chief, 
on board to dinner. When our fare was fet upon 
the table, neither of them would eat a bit; faying; 
that they were taboo a'lly. But, after enquiring 
how the viCtuals had been dre{fed, having found 
that no a'll:; (water) had been ufed in cooking a pig 
and forne yams, they both fat down, and made a 
very hearty meal; and': on being affilTed that there 
was no water in the wine, they drank of it allo. 
From this we conjeCtured, that, on fome account 

U 2 or 
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'777. or another, they were, at this time, forbidden to Ure 
June. water; or, which was more probable, they did 

'-v--J not lIke the water we made ufe of, it being taken 
up out of one of their bathing-places. This was 
not the only time of our meeting with people that 
were taboo avy; but, for what reafon, we never 
could tell with any degree of certainty. 

Tuefd. '7. Next day, th<: 17th, was fixed upon by Maree
w~gee, for giving a grand Haiva, or entertain
ment; to which we were all invited. For this 
purpofe c. large (pace had been cleared, before the 
temporal y hut of this Chief, near our poft, as an 
area where the performances were to be exhibited. 
In the morning, great multitudes of the natives 
came in from the country, everyone carrying a 
p0le, about fix feet long, upon his !boulder; and 
at each end of every pole, a yam was fufpended. 
Thefe yams and poles were depofited on each fide 
of the area, fo as to form two large heaps, deco
rated with different forts of fmall fi!b, and piled up 
to the greateft advantage. They were Mareewa
gee's prefent to Captain Clerke and me; and it 
was hard to fay, whether the wood for fuel, or the 
yams for food, were of moft value to us. . As for 
the fi!b, they might ferve to pleafe the fight, but 
were very offenfive to the fmeH; part of them hav
ing been kept two or three days, to be prefented 
to us on this occafion. 

Every thing being thus prepared, about eleven 
o'clock they began to exhibit various dances, which 
they call maio The mufic 'II< confifted, at firft, of 
feventy men as a chorus, who fat down; and 
amidft them were placed three inftruments, which 
we called drums, though very unlike them. They 
are large cylindrical pieces of wood, or trunks of 

• M:r. Anderron's dercription of the entertainment. of thi$ 
clay belllg much fuller than Captain Cook's, it has been adopted 
iii I>n a former occafion. 

trees, 
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trees, from three to four feet long, fame twice as '777. 
thick as an ordinary fized man, and fame fmaller, ~ 
hollowed entirely out, but c10le at both ends, and 
open only by a chink, abollt three inches broad, 
running almoft the whole length of tke drums; by 
which opening, the reft of the wood is certainly 
hollowed, though the operation muft be difficult. 
This inftrument is called nalla; and, with the chink 
turned toward them, they fit and beat ftrongly up-
on it, with two cylindrical pieces of hard wood, 
about a foot long, and as thick as the wrift; by 
which means they produce a rude, though loud and 
powerful found. They vary the ftreng:h and rate 
of their beating, at different parts of the dance; 
and alfo change the tones, by beating in the mid-
dle, or near the end of their drum. 

The firft dance confifted of four ranks, of twen-
:ty-four men each, holding in their hands a little, 
thin, light, wooden inftrument, above two feet 
long. and, in /bape, not unlike a fmall oblong pad
dle. With the fe, which are called pagge, they 
made a great many different motions; fuch as 
pointing them toward the ground on one fide, at 
the fame time inclining their bodies that way, from 
which they were /bifted to the oppofite fide in the 
fame manner; then palling them quickly from one 
hand to the other, and twirling them about very 
dextrouOy; with a variety of other manreuvres, 
all which were accompanied by correfponding at
titudes of the,body. Their motions were, at firfr, 
flow, but quickened as the drums beat fafter; and 
they recited fentences, in a mufical tone, the whole 
time, which were anf wered by the chorus; but at 
the end of a /bart fpace they all joined, and finifhed 
with a /bout. 

After cealing about two or three minutes, they 
began as before, and continued, with /bart inter

vals, 
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1777. vals, above a quarter of an hour; when the rear 
June. rank dividing, fuifted themfelves very flowly round 

'-v--J each end, and, meeting in the front, formed the 
firft rank; the whole number continuing to recite 
the fentences as before. The other ranks did the 
fame fucceHively, till that which, at firft, was the 
front, became the rear; and the evolution conti
nued, in the fame manner, till the laft rank regain
ed its firft fltuation. They then began a much 
quicker dance (though flow at firil:), and fung for 
about ten minutes, when the whole body divided 
into two parts, retreated a little, and then approach
ed, forming a fort of circular figure, which finifued 
the dance; the drums being removed, and the cho
rus going off the field at the fame time. 

The fecond dance had only two drums, with 
forty men for a chorus; and the dancers, or rather 
actors, confiil:ed of two ranks, the foremoft having 
feventeen, and the other fifteen perfons. Feenoll 
was at their head, or in the middle of the front 
rank, which is the principal place in thefe cafes. 
They danced and recited fentences, with fome very 
iliort intervals, for about half an hour, fometimes 
quickly, fometimes more flowly, but with fuch a 
degree of exactnefs, as if all the motions were 
made by one man, which did them great credit. 
Near the clofe, the back rank divided, came round, 
and took the place of the front, which again re
fumed its fituation, as in the firft dance; and when 
they finiilied, the drums and chorus, as before, 
went off. 

Three drums (which, at leaft, took two, and 
fometimes three men to carry them) were now 
brought in; and feventy men fat down as a chorus 
to the third dance. This confifted of two ranks, 
of .!ixteen perfons each, with young Toohou at 
their head, who was richly ornamented with a 

1 fuR 
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fort of garment covered with red feathers. Thefe .",. 
danced, fung, and twirled the pagge, as before; June. 

but, in general, much quicker, and performed fo '--v--J 
well, that they had the conftant applaufes of the 
fpeCl:ators. A motion that met with particular ap
probation, was one in which they held the face afide, 
as if athamed, and the pagge before it. The back 
rank doted before the front one, and that again re-
fumed its place, as in the two former dances; but 
then they began again, formed a triple row, divid-
ed, retreated to each end of the area, and left the 
greateft part of the ground dear. At that inftant, 
two men entered very haftily, and exercifed the 
clubs which they ufe in battle. They did this, by 
firft twirling them in their hands, and making cir-
cular ftrokes befGJre them with great force and 
quicknefs; but fa ikilfully managed, that, though 
ftanding quite clofe, they nev€r interfered. They 
tbifted their clubs from hand to hand, with great 
dexterity; and, after continuing a little time, 
kneeled, and made different motions, toiling the 
clubs up in the air, which they caught as they 
fell; and then went off as haftily as they enter-
ed. Their heads were covered with pieces of 
white cloth, tied at the crown Calmoft like a night-
cap) with a wreath of foliage round the forehead; 
but they had only very (mall pieces of white cloth 
tied about their waifts; probably, that they might 
be cool, and free from every incumbrance or weight. 
A perf on with a fpear, drelfed like the former, then 
came in, and in the fame hafty manner; looking 
about eagerly, as if in fearch of fomebody to throw 
it at. He then ran haftily to one fide of the crowd 
in the front, and put himfelf in a threatening atti-
tude, as if he meant to ftrike with his (pear at one 
of them, bending the knee a little, and trembling, 
as it were with rage. He continued in this naan-

ner 
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'777. ner only a few feconds, when he moved to the 
June. other fide, and having ftood in the fame pofiure 
~ there, for the fame {hort time, retreated from the 

ground, as faft as when he made his appearance. 
The dancers, who had divided into two parties, 
kept repeating fomething flowly all this while; and 
now advanced, and joined again, ending with uni
verfal applaufe. It {hould feem, that this dance 
was confidered as one of their capital performances, 
jf we might judge from fome of the principal peo
ple being engaged in it. For one of the drums 
was beat by Futtafaihe, the brother of Poulaho, 
another by Feenou, and the third, which did not 
belong to the chorus, by Mareewagee himfelf, at 
the entrance of his hut. 

The laft dance had forty men, and two drums, 
as a chorus. It confified of fixty men, who had 
not danced before, difpofed in three rows, having 
twenty-four in front. But, before they began, we 
were entertained with' a pretty long preliminary 
harangue, in which the whole body made refponfes 
to a fingle perfon who fpoke. They recited fen
tences (perhaps verfes) alternately with the chorus, 
and made many motions with the pagge, in a very 
brilk mode, which were all applauded with mareeai! 
andfyfogge! words expreffing two different degrees 
of praife. They divided into two bodies, with 
their backs to each other; formed again, {hifted 
their ranks as in the other dances; divided and 
retreated, making room for two champions, who 
exercifed their clubs as before; and after them 
two others: the dancers, all the time, reciting flow
ly in turn with the chorus; after which they ad
vanced, and finilbed. 

Thefe dances, if they can properly be called fa, 
lalled from eleven till near three o'clock· and 
though they were, doubtlefs, intended, partic~larly, 

either 
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either in honour of us, or to {hew a fpecimen of 1777. 

their dexterity, vaft numbers of their own people ~ 
attended as fpectators. Their numbers could not 
be computed exactly, on account of the inequality 
of the ground; but, by reckoning the inner circle, 
and the number in depth, which was between 
twenty and thirty in many places, we fuppofed 
that there muft be near four thoufand. At the 
fame time, there were round the trading place at 
the tent, and ftraggling about, at leaft as many 
more; and fome of us computed, that, at this lime, 
there were not lefs than ten or twelve thoufand 
people, in our neighbourhood; that is, within the 
compafs of a quarter of a mile; drawn together, 
for the moft part, by mere curiofity. 

It is with regret I mention, that we could not 
underftand what was fpokeD, while we were able 
to fee what was acted, in thefe amufements. This, 
doubtlefs, would have afforded us much informa:' 
tion, as to the genius and cuftoms of thefe peo
ple. It was obfervable, that, though the fpecta
tors always approved of the various motions, when 
well made, a great {hare of the pleafure they re
ceived feemed to arife from the fentimental part, 
or what the performers delivered in their fpeeches. 
However, the mere acting part, independently 
of the fentences repeated, was well worth our 
notice, both with refpect to the extenfive plan 
on which it was executed, and to the various mo
tions, as well as the exact unity, with which 
they were performed. But neither pencil nor 
pen can defcribe the numerous actions and mo
tions, the fingularity of which was not greater, 
than was the eafe and gracefulnefs with which 
they were performed. 

At 
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1'77. At night, we were entertained with the bomai, 
June. or night dances, on a fpace before Feenou's tem-

'-v--' porary habitation. They lalled about three hours; 
in which time we had about twelve of them per
formed, much after the fame manner as thofe at 
Hapaee. Bur, in two, that were performed by 
women, a number of men came and formed a 
circle within their's. And, in another, confill
ing of twenty-four men, there were a number 
of motions with the hands, that we had not feen 
before, and were highly applauded. The mufic 
was, alfo, once changed, in the courle of the 
night; and in one of the dances, Feenou ap
peared at the head of fifty men who had per
formed at Hapaee, and he was well drelfed 
with linen, a large piece of gauze, and fome lit
tle pictures hung round his neck. But it was 
evident, after the diverfions were elofed, that we 
had put thefe poor people, or rather that they 
had put themfelves, to much inconvenience. For 
being drawn together on thisuninhllbited part 
of their ifland, numbers of them were obli§'id 
to lie down and fleep under the bullies, by 
the fide of a tree, or of a canoe; nay ma
ny either lay down in the open air, which 
they are not fond of, or ~ked about all th,e 
night. . 

The whole of this entertamment was conduttfi 
with far better order, than could have been exped 
ed in fo large an affembly. Amongft fuch a mll] 
titude, there muft be a number of ill-difpofed peo
pie; and we, hourly, experienced it. All our care 
and attention did not prevent'their plundering us, in 
every quarter; and that, in the moft daring and in
folent . manner; There was hardly any thing that 
they dId nota-rtempt tofteal; and yet, as the crowd 

was 
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was always fo great, I would not allow the [entries '7?7. 

to fire, left the innocent fhould [uffer for the guilty. ~ 
They once, at noon day, ventured to aim at tak-
ing an anchor from off the Difcovery's bows; and 
they would certainly have fucceeded, if the flook 
had not hooKed one of the chain plates in lowering 
down the ihip's fide, from which they could not 
difengage it by hand; and tackles were things they 
were unacquainted with. The only act of violence 
they were guilty of, was the breaking the fhoulder 
bone of one of our goats, fo that fhe died foon af-
ter. This lofs felll1pon themCeives, as fhe was one 
of thofe that I intended to leave upon the iOand; 
but of this, the perf on who did it, was ignorant. 

Early in the morning of the 18th, ·an incident WednolS. 
Ilappened, that ftrongly marked one of their cuC
toms. A man got out of a canoe into the quarter 
gallery of the Refolution, and ftole from thence a 
pewter baCon. He was difcovered, purfued, and 
brought along-fide the fhip. On this occafion, 
three old women, who were in the canoe, made 
loud lamentations over the prifoner, beating their 
breafts and faces in a moft violent manner, with the 
inude of their fifts; and all this was done without 
fhedding a tear. This mode of expreffing grief is 
what occauons the mark which almoft all this peo
ple bear on the face, over the cheek bones. The 
repeated blows which they inflict upon this part, 
abrade the fkin, and make even the blood flow out 
in a confiderable quantity; and when the wounds 
are recent, they look as if a hollow circle had been 
burnt in. On many occafions, they actually cut 
this part of the face with an inftrument; in 
the fame manner as the people of Ota~eite cut 
their heads. 

This day, I bef1:owed on Mareewagee fame pre
rents, in return for thofe we had received from 
him the day before; and as the entertainments 

which 
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'777· which he had then exhibited for our amufement, 
~ called upon-lis to make fome exhibition in our way, 

I ordered the party of marines to go through their 
exercife, on the fpot where his dances had been 
performed; and, in the evening, played off fome 
fireworks at the fame place. Poulaho, with all tbe 
principal Chiefs, and a great number of people, of 
all denominations, were prefent. The platoon fir
ing, which was executed tolerably well, feemed to 
give them pleafure; but they were loft in afto
nifhment when they beheld ollr water rockets. 
They paid but little attention to the fife and drum, 
or French horns, that played during the intervals. 
The king fat behind every body, becaufe no one 
is allowed to fit behind him; and, that his view 
might not be obftruCted, nobody fat immediately 
before him; but a lane, as it were, was maQe by 
the people from him, quite down to the fpace al~ 
lotted for the fireworks. 

In expeCtation of this evening fhew, the circle 
of natives about our tent being pretty large, they 
engaged, the greateft part of the afternoon, in box
ing and wreftling; the firft of which exercifes they 
caJl fangatooa and the fecond foohoo. When any 
of them choofes to wreftle, he gets up from one 
fide of the ring, and croffes the ground in a fort 
of meafured pace, clapping fmartlyon the elbow 
joint of one arm, which is bent, and produces a 
hollow found; that is reckoned the challenge. If 
no perf on Comes out from the oppofite fide to en
gage him, he returns, in the fame manner, and fits 
down; but fometimes ftands clapping in the midft 
of the ground, to provoke fome one to come out. 
If an opponent appear, they come together with 
marks of the greateft good-nature, generally fmil
jng, and taking time to adjuft the piece of cloth 
which is faftened round the waift. They then 

2 lay 
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lay hold of each other by this girdle, with a hand '777. 
on each fide; and he who fucceeds in drawing his June. 

antagonill: to him, immediately tries to lift him '--v--J 
upon his breall:, and throw him upon his back; 
and if he be able to turn round with him two or 
three times, in that pofition, before he throws him, 
his dexterity never fails of procuring plaudits from 
the fpeaators. If they be more equally matched, 
they clofe foon, and endeavour to throw each 
other by entwining their legs, or lifting each other 
from the ground; in which Il:ruggles they Ihew a 
prodigious exertion of ftrength, every mufcle, as it 
were, being ready to burll: with ftraining. When 
one is thrown, he immediately quits the field, but 
the viaor fits down for a few feconds, then gets up, 
and goes to the fide he came from, who proclaim 
the victory aloud, in a fentence delivered ilowly, 
and in a mufical cadence. After fitting a Ihort 
fpace, he rifes again and challenges; when fome-
times feveral antagonill:s make their appearance; 
but he has the privilege of choofing which of them 
he pleafes to wrell:le with; and has, Iikewife, the 
preference of challenging again, if he Ihould throw 
his adverfary, until he himfelf be vanquilhed; 
and then the oppofite fide fing the fang of viCl:ory in 
favour of their champion. It alfo often happens, 
that five or fix rife from each fide, and challenge 
togeth,er; in which cafe, it is common to fee three 
or four couple engaged on the field at once. But 
it is aftonilhing to fee what temper they preferve 
in this exercife; for we obferved no inftances of 
their leaving the fpot, with the leall: difpleafure in 
their countenances. When they find, that they 
are fa equally matched as not to be likely to 
throw each other, they leave off by mutual con-
fent. And if the fall of one is not fair, or if it 
does not a ppear very clearly who has had the 
advan,tage, both fides fing the victory, and then 

they 
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'''7. they engage again. But no perfon, who has 
~ been vanquilhed, can engage with his conqueror 

a fecond time. 
The boxers advance fide-ways, changing the 

fide a t every pace, wi th one arm ftretched fully out 
before, the other behind; and holding a piece of 
cord in one hand, which they wrap firmly about it, 
when they find an antagonift, or elfe have done fa 
before they enter. This, I imagine, they do, to 
prevent a diflocation of the hand or fingers. Their 
blows are direCted chiefly to the head; but fometimes 
to the fides; and are dealt out with great aCti
vity. They fhift fides, and box equally well with 
both hands. But one of their favourite and moll: 
dextrous blows, is, to turn round on their heel, 
juft as they have ftruck their antagonift, and to 
give him another very fmart one with the other 
hand backward. 

The boxing matches feldom laft long; and the. 
parties either leave off together, or one acknow
ledges his being beat. But they' never ling the 
fang of viCtory in thefe cafes, unlefs one ftrikes his 
adverfary to the ground; which fhews, that, of 
the two, wreftling is their moft approved diver
fion. Not only boys engage, in both the exercires, 
but frequently little girls box very obftinately for 
a fhort time. In all which cafes, it doth not 
appear, that they ever confider it as the fmalleft 
difgrace to be vanquifhed; and the perron over
come fits down, with as much indifference, as if 
he had never entered the lifts. Some of our peo
ple ventured to contend with them in both ex
ercires, but were always worfted; except in a few 
inftances, where it appeared, that the fear they 
were in of offending us, contributed more to the 
vietory, than the fuperiority of the perron they 
engaged. 

The 
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The cattle, which we had brought, and which '777. 
were all on !hore, however carefully guarded, 1 was ~ 
fenfible, run no fmall rilk, when 1 confidered the 
thievi!h difpofition of many of the natives, and 
their dexterity in appropriating to themfeIves by 
ftealth, what they faw no profpeel: of obtaining by 
fair means. For this rear on I thought it prudent to 
declare my intention of leaving behind me fame 
of our animals; and even to make a diftribution 
of them previoufly to my departure. 

vVith this view, in the evening of the 19th, I Thurf. 19' 

alfembled all the Chiefs before our houfe, and my 
intended prefents to them were marked out. To 
Poulaho, the king, 1 gave a young Engli!h bull 
and cow; to Mareewagee, a Cape ram, and two 
ewes; and to Feenou, a horre and a mare. As my 
defign, to make fuch a diftribution, had been made 
known the day before, moft of the people in the 

. neighbourhood were then prefent, I inftructed Omai 
to tell them, that there were no fuch animals with
in many months fail of their ifland; that we ha<i 
brought them, for their ufe, from that immenfe 
diftance, at a vaft trouble and expence; that~ 
therefore, they muft be careful not to kill any 
of them till they had multiplied to a Jlumerous 
race; and, laftly, that they and their children 
ought to remember, that they had received them 
from the men of Britane. He alfo explained to 
.them their feveral ufes, and what eIfe was necef
fary for them to know, or rather as far as he 
knew; for Omai was not very well verfed in fuch 
things himfelf. As I intended that the above pre
fents !hould remain with the other cattle, till we 
.were ready to fail, I defired each of the Chiefs to 
fend a man or two to look after their refpective 
animals, along with my people, in order that they 
might be better acquainted with them, and with 
the manner of treating them. The king and 

Feenou 
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1777. Feenou did [0; but neither Mareewagee, nor any 
June. other perron for him, took the Jeaft Rotice of 

'--v--J the fheep afterward; nor did old Toobou attend 
at this meeting, though he was invited, and was 
in the neighbourhood. I had meant to give him 
the goats, 'Viz. a ram and two ewes; which, as 
he was Co indifferent about them, I added to the 
king's fhare. 

Friday 20. It Coon appeared, that fome were dilfatisfied 
with this allotment of our animals; for, early next 
morning, one of our kids, and two turkey-cocks, 
were milling. I could not be [0 fimple as to Cup
pore, that this was merely an accidental 10Cs; and 
I was determined to have them again. The firll: 
ftep I took was to feize on three canoes that 
happened to be along-fide the fhips. I then went 
afhore, and, having found the king, his brother, 
Feenou, and fome other Chiefs, in the houfe that 
we occupied, I immediately put a guard over them, 
and gave them to underftand, that they muft re
main under reftraint, till not only the kid and 
the turkeys, but the other things, that had been 
ftolen from us, at different times, were reftored. 
They concealed, as well as the), could, their feel
ings, on finding themfelves prironers; and, having 
a(fured me, that every thing fhould be reftored, as 
I defired, fat down to drink their ka'Vo, feemingly 
much at their cafe. It was not long before an axe, 
and an iron wedge, were brought to me. In the 
mean time, fome armed natives began to gather be
hind the houCe; but, on a part of our guard march
ing againft them, they difper[ed; and I advifed the 
Chiefs to give orders, that no more fhould appear. 
Such orders were accordingly given by them, and 
they were obeyed. On atking them to go aboard 
with me to dinner, they readily confemed. But 
fome having afterward objected to the king's 
going, he infiantly rofe up, and declared he 

would 
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would be the firft man. Accordingly we came "17. 
on board. I kept them there till near fOllr o'clock, ,-June. 
when I conduded them afhore; and, foon after, -v-J 
the kid, and one of the turkey-cocks, were brought 
back. The other, they faid, fhould be reftored the 
next morning. 1 believed this would happen, and 
releared both them and the canoes. 

After the Chiefs had left us, I walked ant with 
Omai, to obferve how the people about us fared; 
for this was the time of their meals. I fOllnd that, 
in general, they were at fbort commons. Nor is 
this to be wondered at, fince moft of the yams, and 
other provifions which they brought with the~ 
were fold to us; and they never thought of return
ing to their own habitations, while they could 
find any fort of fubfiftence in our neighbourhood. 
OUf ftation was upon an uncultivated point of 
land; fo that there were none of the illanders, 
who, properly, relided within half a mile of llS. 

But even at this diftance, the multitude of ftrang
ers being fo great, one might have expected, that 
every houfe would have been much crowded. It 
was quite otherwife. The families refiding there 
were as mnch left to themfelves, as if there had 
not been a fupernumerary vifiter near them. All 
the ftrangers lived in little temporary fbeds, or 
ueder trees and bufbes; and the cocoa-trees were 
ftripped of their branches, to erect habitations for 
the Chiefs. 

In this walk we met with about half a dozen 
women, in one place, at fupper. Two of the com
pany, Iobferved, being fed by the others, on our 
alking the reafon, they {aid ta.boo mattee. On 
fanher inquiry we found, that one of them had, 
two months before, wafhed the dead corpfe of a 
Chief; and that, on this account, fhe was not to 
handle any food for fi~·e months. The other had 

VOL. I. . X performed 
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1777. performed the fame office to the corpfe of another 
June. perf on of inferior rank, and was now under the 
~ fame reftriction; but not for fo long a time. At 

another place, hard by, we faw another woman fed; 
and we learnt, that fhe had affifted in wafhing the 
corpCe of the above-mentioned Chief. 

Satur. ~I. Early the next morning, the king came on 
board, to invite me to an entertainment, which 
he propoCed to give the fame day. He had already 
been under the barber's hands; his head being all 
bermeared with red pigment, in order to redden 
his hair, which was naturally of a dark brown co
lour. After breakfaft, I attended him to the fhore ; 
and we found his people very bury, in two places, 
in the front of our area, fixing, in an upright and 
(quare pofition, thus [~~], four very long pofts, 
near two feet from each other. The fpace be
tween the pofts was afterward filled up with yams; 
and as they went on filling it, they faftened pieces 
of fticks acrofs, from poft to poft, at the diftance 
of about every four feet; to prevent the pofts from 
feparating, by the weight of the inclofed yams, 
and alfo to get up by. When the yams had 
reached the top of the firft pofts, they faftened 
others to them, and fo continued till each pile was 
the height of thirty feet, or upward. On the top 
of one, they placed two baked hogs; and on the 
top of the other, a living one; and another they 
tied by the legs, half-way up. It was matter of 
curiofity to obrerve, with what facility and dif
patch thefe two piles were raifed. Had our fea
men been ordered to execute fuch a work, they 
would have fworn that it could not be performed 
without carpenters; and the carpenters would have 
called to their aid a dozen different forts of tools, 
and have expended, .at leaft, a hundred weight of 
naIls; and, after all, It would have employed them 
I' ~ 
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as many days, as it did thefe people hours. But 1777. 

feamen, like moft other amphibious animals, are ~ 
always the molt: helplefs on land. After they had 
completed theCe two piles, they made Ceveral other 
heaps of yams and bread·fruit on each fide of the 
area; to which were added a turtle, and a large 
quantity of excellent filb. All this, with a piece 
of cloth, a mat, and Come red feathers, was the 
king's preCent to me; and he Ceemed to picque 
himCelf on exceeding, as he really did, Fc:enou's li
berality, which I experienced at Hapaee. 

About one o'clock they began the mai, or dances; 
the firft of which was almoft a copy of th~ firft 
that was exhibited at Mareewagee's entertainment. 
The fecond was conduCted by Captain Furneaux's 
Tooboll, who, as we mentioned, had alfo danced 
there; and in this, four or five women were intro
duced, who went through the feveral parts with as 
much exaCtnefs as the men. Toward the end, 
the performers divided to leave room for two cham
pions, who exerciCed their clubs, as defcribed on a 
former occafion. And, in the third dance, which 
was the laft now prefented, two more men, with 
their clubs, difplayed their dexterity. The dances 
were fucceeded by wreftling and boxing; and one 
man entered the lifts. with a fort of club, made 
from the ftem of a cocoa-leaf, which is firm and 
heavy; but could find no antagonift to engage 
him at (0 rough a fport. At night we had the bomai 
repeated; in which Poulabo himfelf danced, dreff
ed in Englilb manufaCTure. But neither thefe, nor 
the dances in the day-time, were fa confiderable, 
nor carried on with (0 much fpirit, as Feenou's or 
Mareewagee's; and, therefore, there is lefs occafion 
to be more particular in our defcription of them. 

In order to be prefent the whole time, I dined 
afhore. The king fat down with us; but he 

X 2 neither 
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1777. them their mufkets, with the necelfary ammuniti
June. on, and feveral fmall articles of the favourite com-

'--y--I modities; all which the natives had the dexterity 
to fteal from them, in the courfe of their expedi
tion. This affair was likely to be attended with 
incOflvenient confequences. For, our plundered 

. travellers, upon their return, without confulting me, 
employed Omai to complain to the king of the 
treatment they had met with. He, not knowing 
what ftep I {bould take, and, from what had alrea
dy happened, fearing left I might lay him again 

Mond. 23. under reftraint, went off early the next morning. 
His example was followed by Feenou; fo that we 
had not a Chief, of any authority, remaining in 
our neighbourhood. I was very much difpleafed 
at this, and reprimanded Omai for having prefum
ed to meddle. This reprimand put him upon his 
metal to bring his frielid Feenou back; and he 
fucceeded in the negociation; having this pow
erful argument to urge, that he might depend up
on my ufing no violent meafures to oblige the 
natives to reflore what had been taken from the 
gentlemen. Feenoll, trufling to this declaration, 
returned toward the evening; and, ellcouraged by 
his reception, Poulaho favoured liS with his com
pany the day after. 

Tuefd. :4. Both there Chiefs, upon this occafion, very jufily 
~bferved to me, that~ if any of my people, at any 
time, wanted to go Into the cOlin try, they ought 
to be acquainted with it; in which cafe they would 
fend proper people along with them; and then they 
woul~ be anfwerable for their fafelY. And I am 
convmced, from experience, that, by taking this 
very reafonable precaution, a man and his proper
ty may be as fafe among thefe iOanders, as in other 
parts of the more civilized world. Though I gave 
myfelf no trouble about the recovery of the things 

11:olen. 
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fiolen upon this occafion, moft of them, through '777. 
Feenou's interpofition, were recovered; except one JUlie. 

muiket, and a few other articles of inferior value. '--v-J 
By this time alfo, we had recovered the turkey-
cock, and moft of the tools, and other matters, that 
had been ftolen from our workmen. 

On the 25th, two boats, which I had fent to look Wedn. 25.' 
for a channel, by which we might, moil: commo-
diouOy, get to fea, returned. The Mafters, who 
commanded them, reported, that the channel to 
the North, by which we came in, was highly dan-
gerous, being full of coral rocks from one fide to 
the other; but that, to the Eaftward, there was a 
very good channel; which, however, was very 
much contracted, in one place, by the fmall 
iilands; fo that a leading wind would be requifite 
to get through it ; that is, a Wefterly wind, which. 
we had found, did not often blow here. We had 
now recruited the fbips with wood (lnd water; we 
had finifbed the repairs of our fails; and had little 
more to expect from the inhabitants, of the pro-
duce of their ifland. However, as an eclipfe of 
the fun was to happen upon the 5th of the next 
month, I refolved to defer failing till that time 
had elapfed, in order to have a chance of ob-
ferving it. 

Having, therefore, fome days of leifure before 
me, a party of us, accompanied by Poulaho, fet 
out, early next morning, in a boat, for Mooa, Thurf. 26. 
the village where he and the other great men 
ufually refide. As we rowed up the inlet, we 
met with fourteen canoes fi(bing in company; 
in one of which was Poulaho's fon. In each ca-
noe was a triangular net, extended between two 
poles; at the lower end of which was a cod to re-
ceive and fecltre the filb. They had already caught 
fome fine mullets; and they put about a dozen into 

our 
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our boat. I defired to fee their method of fithing ; 1777· 
June. which they readily complied with. A thoal of fith 
~ was fuppofed to be upon one of the banks, which 

they inftantly inclofed in a long net like a feint', 
or fet·net. This the fifhers, one getting into the 
water out of each boat, furrounded with the tri
angular nets in their hands; with which they fcoop
ed the fifh out of the feine, or caught them as they 
attempted to leap over it. They fhewed us the 
whole procelS of this operation (which feemed to 
be a fure on'e), by throwing in fome of the fith 
they had already caught; for, at this time, there 
happened to be none upon the bank, that was in
elored. 

Leaving the prince and his fifhing party, we pro
ceeded to the bottom of the bay, and landed where 
we had done before, on our fruitlefs errand to fee 
Mareewagee. As foon as we got on {bore, the 
king defired Omai to tell me, that I need be under 
no apprehenlions about the boat, or any thing in 
her, for not a lingle article would be touched by 
anyone; and we afterward found this to be the 
cale. We were immediately conducted to one of 
Peulaho's heufes not far off, and near the public 
one, or malaee, in which we had been, when we 
firft vilited Mooa. This, though pretty large, 
feemed to. be his private habitation, and was filU
ated within a plantation. The king took his feat 
at one-end of the houfe, and the people, who came 
to vifit him, fat down, as they arrived, in a femi
circle at the other end. The firft thing done. was 
to prepare a bowl of kava, and to order fame 
yams to be baked for us. While thefe were get
ting ready, fome of us, accompanied by a few of 
the king's attendants, and Omai as our interpreter, 
walked o~t to take a view of a fiatooka; o~ burying
place, whtch we had obferved to be almoft clofe by 
the houfe, and was much more extenfive, and feem-

ingly 
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ingly of more confequence, than any we had feen ,,,,. 
at the otloter iflands. Vie were told, that it belong- June. 
ed to the king. It conGfted of three pretty large '--v--I 
houfes, fituated upon a rifing ground, or rather 
jull by the brink of it, with a fmall one, at fame 
diftance, all ranged longitudinally. The middle 
boufe of tbe three firll, was, by much, the largell, 
and placed in a fquare, twenty-four paces by twen
ty-eight, raifed about three feet. The other houfes 
were placed on little mounts, raifed artificially to 
file fame height. The floors of thefe houfes, as alf@ 
the tops of the mounts round them, were covered 
with loofe, fine pebbles, and the whole was inclofed 
by large flat frones '" of hard coral rock, properly 
hewn, placed on their edges; one of which ftones 
meafured twelve feet in length, two in breadth, and 
above one in thicknefs. One of the houfes, con-
trary to what we had feen before, was open on one 
fide; and within it were two rude, wooden bufrs 
of men; one near the entrance, and the other far-
ther in. On inquiring of the natives, who had fol-
lowed us to the ground, but durll not enter here, 
What thefe images were intended for; they made 
us as fenfible as we could wifh, that they were 
merely memorials of fame Chiefs who had been 
buried there, and not the reprefentations of any 
deity. Such monuments, it (l1ould feem, are fel-
dam raired; for thefe had, probably, been eretted 
feveral ages ago. We were told, that the dead had 
been buried in each of thefe houfes; but no marks 
of this appeared. In one of them, was the carved 
head of an O[aheite canoe, which had been driven 
afhore on their coall, and depofited here. At the 
foot of the riling ground, was a large area, or grafs-

<lIE The burying"places of the Chiefs at the Caroline Iflands, 
are alfo inclofed in this manner. See Let/res Edijianfes (5 Cu
rieuJes. Torn •. xv: p. 309' 

plot, 
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1777. plot, with different trees planted about it; amongtl: 
June. which were feveral of thofe called etoa, very 

"'--"v-Ilarge. Thefe, as they refemble the cyprefs, had a 
fine effeCl: in fuch a place. There was, alfo, a 
row of low palms near one of the houfes, and be
hind it a ditch, in which lay a great number of 
old bafkets. 

After dinner, or rather after we had refre/hed 
ourfelves with fome provifions which we had brought 
with us from our /hip, we made an excurfion into 
the country, taking a pretty large circuit, attend
ed by one of the king's miniflers. Our train was 
not great, as he would not fuffer the rabble to fol
low us. He alfo obliged all thofe whom we met 
upon our progrefs, to fit down, till we had paffed ; 
which is a mark of refpeCl: due only to their So
vereigns. We found by far the greatefl part of 
the country cultivated, and planted with various 
forts of productions; and mofl of thefe plantations 
were fenced round. Some fpots, where plantations 
had been formerly, now produced nothing, lying 
fallow; and there were places that had never been 
touched, . but lay in a flate of nature; and, yet, 
even thefe were ufeful, in affording them timber, 
as they were generally covered with tlees. We 
met with feverallarge uninhabited houfes, which, 
we were told, belonged to the king. There were 
many public and well-beaten roads, and abundance 
of foot-paths ,leading to every part of the ifland. 
The roads bemg good, and the country level, tra
veUing was very eafy. It is remarkable, that when 
we were on the moft elevated parts, at leaft a hun
dred feet above the level of the fea, we often met 
with the fame coral rock, which is found at the 
/hore, projecting above the furface, and perforated 
and C;lt into all thof~ in:q~alities which are ufually 
feen In rocks that he wnhm the wa/h of the tide. 

And 
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. And yet thefe very fpots, with hardly any foil up- 1777. 

on them, were covered with luxuriant vegetation. ~ 
We were conducted to feveral little pools, and to 
fome fprings of water; but, in· general, they were 
either ftinking or brackiih, though recommended 
to us by the natives as excellent. The former 
were, mofily, inland, and the latter near the ihore 
of the bay, and below high-water mark; fo that 
tolerable water could be taken up from them, on-
ly when the tide was eut. . 

When we returned from our walk, which was 
not till the duik of the evening, our fupper was 
ready. It conflfted of a baked hog, fome fiih, and 
yams, all excellently well cooked, after the method 
of thefe illands. As there was nothing to amufe 
us after fupper, we followed the cuftom of the 
country, and lay down to lleep, our beds being 
mats fpread upon the floor, and cloth to cover us_ 
The king, who had made himfelf very happy 
with fome wine and brandy which we had brought, 
flept in the fame houfe, as well as feveral others 
of the natives. Long before day-break, he and 
they all rofe, and fat converfing by moon-light. 
The converfation, as might well be gueifed, turn-
ed wholly upon us; the king entertaining his 
company with an account of what he had feen, or 
rell1arked. As foon as it was day, -they difperfed, Fridap7. 
fome one way, and fomeanother; but it was not 
long before they all returned, and, with them, Ce-
veral more of their countrymen. 

They now began to prepare a bowl of kava; 
and, leaving them fo employed, I went to pay a 
vilit to Toobou, Captain Furneaux's friend, who 
had a houCe hard by, which, for fize and nearnefs, 
was exceeded by few in the place. As I had left 
the others, fo I found here a company preparing a 
morning draught. This Chief made a preCent to 
me of a living hog, a baked one, a quantity of 

yams, 
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r",. yams, and a large piece of cloth. When I te
,June. turned to the king, I found him, and his circle of 
~ attendants, drinking the fecond bowl of kava. 

That being emptied, he told Omai, that he was 
going prefently to perform a mourning ceremony, 
called 'l'ooge, on account of a fon who had been 
dead fome time; and he defired us to accompa
ny him. We were glad of the opportunity, ex
petting to fee fomewha.t new or curious. 

The firft thing the Chief did, was to fiep out of 
the houfe, attended by two old women, and put 
on a new fuit of clothes, or rather a new piece of 
cloth, and, over it, an old ragget mat, that might 
have ferved his great grandfather, on fome fuch oc
cafion. His fervants, or thofe who attended him, 
were all drefi'ed in the fame manner, excepting 
that none of their mats could vie, in antiquity, 
with that of their mafter. Thus equipped, we 
marched off, preceded by about eight or ten 
perfons, all in the above habits of ceremony, each 
of them, befides, having a fmall green bough about 
his neck. Poulaho held his bough in his hand, till 
we drew near the place of rendezvous, when he 
alfo put it about his neck. We now ent€red a 
fmall inclofure, in which was a neat houfe, and 
we found one man fitting before it. As the com
pany entered, they pulled off the green branches 
from round their necks, and threw them away. 
The king having firft feated himfelf, the others fat 
down before him, in the ufual manner. The circle 
increafed, by others dropping in, to the number of 
a hundred or upward, moftly old men, all dreffed 
as above defcribed. The company being com
pletely affembled, a large root of kava, brought by 
one of the king's fervants, was produced, and a 
bowl which contained four or five gallons. Several 
perfons now began to chew the root, and this bowl 

was 
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was made brimfull of liquor. While it was pre- 1m· 
paring, others were employed in making drinking ~ 
cups of plantain leaves. The firft cuP. that was 
filled, was prefented to the king, and he ordered 
it to be given to another perfon. The fecond 
was alfo brought to him, which he drank, and the 
third was offered to me. Afterward, as each eup 
was filled, the man who filled it, afked, who was 
to have it? Another then named the perf on ; and 
to him it was carried. As the bowl grew low, the 
man who diftributed the liquor feemed rather at a 
lofs to whom cups of it (hould be next fent, and 
frequently confulted thofe who fat near him. This 
mode of diftribution continued, while any liquor 
remained; and though not half the company had 
a (hare, yet no one feemed dilfatisfied. About 
half a dozen cups ferved for all; and each, as it 
was emptied, was thrown down upon the ground, 
where the fervants picked it up, and carried it to 
be filled again. During the whole time, the Chief 
and his circle fat, as was ufually the cafe, with a 
great deal of gravity, hardly fpeaking a word to 
each other. 

We had long waited in expectation, each mo
ment of feeing the mourning ceremony begin; 
when, foon after the kava was drank out, to our 
great furprize and difappointment, they all rofe up 
and difperfed; and Poulaho wid us, he was now 
ready to attend us to the (hips. If this was a 
mourning ceremony, it. was a ftrange one. Per
haps, it was the fecond, third,· or fourth mourn
ing; or,. which was not very uncommon, Omai 
might have mifunderftood what Poulahq faid to 
him. For, excepting the ch,ange of drefs, and the 
putting the green bough round their necks, nothing 
feemed to have paffed at this meeting, but what 
we faw them practife, too frequently, every day . 

• , We 
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'77'. " ;0 We ,had {een the drinking of kava {ome
June. times, at the other ifland; but, by no means, fo 

"--v-I frequently as here, where it feems to be the only 
forenoon employment of the principal people. 
The kava is a fpecies of pepper, which they cul
tivate for this purpofe, and efteem it a valuable ar
ticle, taking great care to defend the young plants 
from any injury! and it is commonly planted about 
their houfes. It {eldom grows to more than a man's 
lleight; though J have feen fome plants almoft dou
ble that. It branches conliderably, with large 
heart·fhaped leaves, and jointed ftalks. The root 
is the only part that is ufed at the Friendly Iflands, 
which, being dug up, is given to the {ervants that 
attend, who, breaking it in pieces, (crape the dirt 
off with a flrell, or bit of ftick; and then each be
gins and chews his portion, which he fpits into a 
piece of plantain leaf. The perf on, who is to pre
pare the liquor, collects all thefe mouthfuls, and 
puts them into a large wooden difh or bowl, adding 
!IS much water as will make it of a proper ftrength; 
It is, then, well mixed up with the hands; and 
fome loofe ftuff, of which mats are made, 1S thrown 
upon the furface, which intercepts the fibrous part, 
and ,is wrung hard, to. get as m,uch liquid out 
from it, as is pollible. The manner of diftribut
ing it need not be, repeated. The quantity which 
is put into each cup, is commonly about a quarter 
of a pint. The immediate effect of this beverage 
is not perceptible on thefe people, who ufe it fo fre
quently; but on forne of ours, who ventured to 
try it, though fo haftily prepared, it had the fame 
power as fpirits have, in intoxicating them; or ra
ther, it produced that kind of ftupefaClion which iii 

.. Th~ .following account of k/¥Va, to the end of this-para
graph, IS mferted frODJ. Mr. Anderfon's journal. 

the 
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the confequence of uling opium, or other fubl1:an- '777. 
ces of that kind. It Ihould be obferved, at the fame ~ 
time, that though thefe iflanders have this liquor 
always fre!h prepared, and I have feen them drink 
it feven times before noon, it is, neverthelefs, 10 
difagreeable, or, at leal1:, feems fo, that the great-
eft part of them cannot fwallow it without making 
wry faces, and !huddering afterward." 

As foon as this mourning ceremony was over, 
we left Mooa, and fet out to return to the !hips. 
While we rowed down the lagoon or inlet, we met 
with two canoes coming in from fifhing. Poulaho 
ordered them to be called along-Ii de our boat, and 
took from them every fifh and !hell they had gOt. 
He, afterward, flopped two other canoes, and 
fearched them, but they had nothing. Why this 
was done, I cannot fay; for we had plenty of pro
vifions in the boat. Some of this /lib he gave to 
me; and his fervants fold the reft on board the 
tbip. As we proceeded down the inlet; we over
took a large failing canoe. Every perf on on board 
her, that was upon his legs when we came up, fat' 
down till we had paffed; even the man who fteer
ed, though he could not manage the helm, except 
in a ftanding pofture. 

Poulaho, and others, having informed me, that 
there was fame excellent water on Onevy, a lit
tle iiland, which lies about a league off the mouth 
of the inlet, and on the North fide of the Eaft
ern channel, we landed there, in order to tafte 
it. But I found it to be as brackilb as moft that 
we had' met with. This iiland is quite in a na
tural {tate, being only frequented as a fifhing 
place, and has nearly the fame productions as 
Palmerfton's Ifland, with fame etoa trees. After 
leaving Onevy, where we dined, in our way to 
the Ibip, we took a view of a curious coral rock, 
which feems to have been thrown upon the reef 

where 
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177'. where it ftands. It is elevated about ten or twelve 
June. feet above the furface of the fea that furrounds it. 

'-v--J The bafe it refts upon, is not above one-third of 
the circumference of its projeCting fum mit, which 
I judged to be about one hundred feet, and is co
vered with etoa and pandanus trees. 

When we got on board the iliip, I fc ,und that 
every thing had been quiet during my abftnce, not 
a theft having been committed; of which Feenou, 
and Futtafaihe, the king's brother, who had un· 
dertaken the management of his countrymen, 
boa ned not a little. This iliews what power the 
Chiefs have, when they have the will to execute 
it; which we were feldom to expeCt, lince, what
ever was ftolen from us, generally, if not always, 
was conveyed to them. 

The good conduCt of the natives was of fuort 
Satur. ~8. duration; for, the next· day, fix or eight of them 

affaulted fame of our people, who were fawing 
planks. They were fired upon by the fen try; 
and one was fuppofed to be wounded, and three 
others taken. Thefe I kept confined till night; 
and did not difmifs them without puniiliment. 
After this, they behaved with a little more circum
fpeCtion, and gave us much lefs trouble. This 
change of behaviour, was certainly occafioned by 
the man being wounded; for, before, they had 
only been told of the effeCt of fire-arms, but now 
they had felt it. The repeated inrolence of the 
natives, had induced me to order the mulkets of 
the (entries to be loaded with fmall iliot, and to 
authorize them to fire 0:1 particular occafions. I 
toc·k it for granted, therefore, that this man bad 
only been wOlmded with fmall iliot. But Mr. 
King· and Mr. Ander(on, in an excurlion into 
the country. met with him, and found indubita
ble marks of his having been wounded, but not 

3 dangeroudy, 
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dangerouny, with a mufket ball. I never could find 'm. 
out how this mufket happened to be charged with ~ 
ball; and there were people enough ready to f wear, 
that its contents were only fmall iliot. 

Mr. Anderfon's account of the excurfion, juG: 
mentioned. will fill up an interval of two days, 
during which nothing of note happened, at the 
ihtps: "Mr. King and I went, on the 30th, along Mond. 30 , 

with Futtafaihe as vifiters to his houfe, which is at 
Mooa, very near that of his brother Poulaho. A 
iliort time after we arrived, a pretty large hog was 
killed; which is done by repeated ftrokes on the 
head. The hair was then fcraped off, very dex-
trouny, with the iliarp edge of pieces of fplit bam-
boo; taking the entrails out at a large oval hole 
cut in the belly, by the fame fimple inftrument. 
Before this, they had prepared an oven; which is a 
large hole dug in the earth, filled at the bottom 
with ftones, about the fize of the firft, over which 
a fire is made till they are red hot. They took 
Come of thefe ftones, wrapt up in leaves of the 
bread-fruit tree, and filled the hog's belly, ftuf-
fing in a quantity of leaves, to prevent their falling 
out, and putting a plug of the fame kind in the 
antis. The carcafe was then placed on fOllle fticks 
laid acrofs the ftones, in a ftanding pofture, and. 
covered with a great quantity of plantain leaves. 
After which, they dug up the earth, all round; 
and having thus effectually cLDfed the oven, the 
operation of baking required no farther interfer-
ence. 

In the mean time, we walked about the country, 
but met with notliing remarkable, except a fiatooka 
of one houfe, ftanding on an artificial mount, at 
leaft thirty feet high. A little on one fide of it, 
was a pretty large open area; and, not far off, was 
a good deal of uncultivated ground; which, on in
'quiring, why it lay wafte; our guides feemed to 

VOL. I. Y fay, 
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1717. fay, belonged to the jiatooka (which was PouJaho's); 
JUlle. and was not, by any means, to be touched. There 

----v--J was alfo, at no great diftance, a number of etoO{l 
trees, on which clung vaft numbers of the large 
lemate bats, making a difagreeable noiCe. We 
could not kill any, at this time, for want of mu," 
kets; but fome, that were got at Annamooka, 
meaCured near three feet, when the wings were ex
tended. On our returning to Futtafaihe's houCe, he: 
ordered the hog, that had been dreifed, to be 'pro
duced, with Ceveral balkets of baked yams, and 
fome cocoa-nuts. But we found, that inftead of 
his entertaining us, we were to entertain him; the 
property of the feaft being entirely transferred to 
us, as his guefts, and we were to difpofe of it as 
we pleafed. The Came perf on who cleaned the hog 
in the morning, now cut it up (but not before we 
defired him), in a very dexterous manner, with a 
knife of Cplit bamboo; dividing the feveral parts, 
and hitting the joints, with a quickneCs and fkill 
that furprized us very much. The whole was fet 
down before us, though at leaft fifty pounds weight, 
until we took a fmall piece away, and defired, 
that they would /hare the reft amongft the people 
fitting round. But it was not without a great ma
ny Ccruples they did that at laft; and then they 
alked, what particular perCons they /hould give it 
to. However, they were very weIl pJeaCed, when 
they found, that it was not contrary to any cuftom 
of ours; fome carrying off the portion they had 
received, and others eating it upon the fpot. It 
was with great difficulty, that we could prevail 
upon Futtafaihe himfelf to eat a Cmall bit. 

After dinner, we went with him, and five or 
fix people, his attendants, toward the place where 
Poula~o's mourning ceremony was tranfa8ed, the 
laft time we were at Maoa· but we did not 
~nter the inclofure. Every pe:fon who went with 

us, 
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\as, had the ma·t tied over his cloth, and fame leaves '??7. 
about the neck, as had been done on the former ~ 
occafion; and when we arrived at a large open boat-
houCe, where a few people were, they threw away 
their leaves, fat down before it, and gave their 
cheeks a few gentle ftrokes with the firft I afler 
which they continued fitting, for about ten mi-
nutes, with a very grave appearance, and then diC-
perfed, without having fpoken a lingle word. This 
explained what Poulaho had mentioned about 
<fooge; though, from the operation only IaRing a 
few feconds, he had not been obferved to perform 
it. And this feems to be only a continuation of the 
mourning ceremony, by way of condolence. For~ 
upon inquiring, on whofe account it was now per
formed; we were told, that it was for a Chief who 
had died at Vavavoo, Come time ago; that they 
had practiCed it ever fince, and /bould continue to 
do Co, for a confiderable time longer. 

In the evening, we had a pig, drelfed as the hog, 
with yams and cocoa·nut~ brought for fupper; 
and Futtafaihe finding, that we did not like the 
fcruples they had made before, to accept of any 
part of the entertainment, aiked us immediately 
to {hare it, and give it to whom we pleafed. When 
fupper was over, abundance of cloth was brought 
for us to fleep in ; but we were a good deal difturb
ed, by a fingular inftance of luxury, in which 
their principal men indulge themCelves; that of 
being beat while they are al1eep. Two women fat 
by Futtafaihe, and performed this operation, which 
is called tooge l(Joge, by beating brilkly on his body 
and legs, with both fifts, as on a drum, till he fell 
al1eep, and continuing it the whole night, with 
fame {hort intervals. When once the perf on is 
afleep, they abate a little in the ftrength and quick
nefs of the beating; but refume it, if theyobferve 
any appearance of his awaking. In the morning, 

Y 2 we 
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17". we found that Futtafaihe's women "relieved each 
June. other, and went to fleep by turns. In any other 

-v---J country, it would be fuppofed, that fuch a practice 
would put an end to all reft; but here it certainly 
acts as an opiate; and is a ftrong proof of what ha
bit may effect. The noife of this, however, was 
not the only thing that kept us awake; for the peo
ple, who paifed the night in the haufe, not only 
converfed amongft each other frequently, as in the 
day; but all got lip before it was light, and mad~ 
a hearty meal on fifrt and yams, which were brought 
to them by a perfon, who feemed to know very 
well the appointed time for this nocturnal refrefrt
ment. 

July. Next morning we fet out with Futtafaihe, and 
fuefd. I. walked down the Eaft fide of the bay, to the point. 

The country, all along this fide, is weIl cultivated; 
but, in general, not fa much inclofed as at Mooa • 
and amongft many other plantain fields that we 
paifed, there was one at leaft a mile long, which 
was in excellent order, every tree growing with 
great vigour. We found, that, in travelling, Fut
tafaihe exercifed a power, though by no means 
wantonly, which pointed out the great authority 
of fuch principal men; or is, perhaps, only an
nexed to thofe of the royal family. For he fent 
to one place for fifrt; to another for yams; and fo 
on, at other places; and all his orders were obeyed 
with the greaten readinefs, as if he had been abfo
lute man~r of the people's property. On coming 
to the POlllt, the natives mentioned fomething of 
one, who, they faid, had been fired at by fome of 
our people; and, upon our wifbing to fee him, 
they conducted us to a houfe, where we found a 
man, who had been frtot through the frtoulder. 
but not dangeroufly; as the baIl had entered a 
little above the inner part of the collar bone and 
paifed out obliquely backward. We were' fure. 

2 from 
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from the ftate of the wound, that he was the per- '777. 
fan who had been fired at by one of the feminels, July. 
three days before; though pofitive orders had been '-.r--I 
given, that none of them thould load their pieces 
with any thing but fmall that. We gave fome di-
rections to· his friends how to manage· the wound, 
to which no application had been made; and 
they feemed pleafed, when we told them it would 
get well in a certain time. But, on our going 
away, they afked us to fend the wounded man 
fome yams, and other things for food; and in 
fuch a manner, that we could not help think-
ing they confidered it to be our duty to fupport 
him, till he thould get well. 

In the evening we crolTed the bay to our flation, 
in a canoe, which Futtafaihe had exercifed his pre
rogative in procuring, by calling to the firfl that 
paffed by. He had alfo got a large hog at this 
place; and brought a fervant from his honfe with 
a bundle of cloth, which he wanted us to take 
with us, as a prefent from him. But the boat 
being fmall, we o~ected; and he ordered it to be 
brought over to us the next day." 

I had prolonged my ftay at this iOand, on ac-
count of the approaching eclipfe; but, on the 2d Wedn.~. 
of July, on looking at the micrometer belonging 
to the board of longitude, I found fome of the 
rack work broken, and the inftrument urelers till 
repaired; which there was not time to do before 
it was intended to be ufed. Preparing now for 
our departure, I got on board, this day, all the cat-
tle, poultry, and other animals, except fuch as 
were deftined to remain. I had defigned to leave 
a turkey-cock and hen; but having now only 
two of each undifpofed of, one of the hens, through 
the ignorance of one of my people, was ftrangled, 

and 
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I,,,. and died upon the fpot. I had brought three tur
July. key-hens to thefe il1ands. One was killed as above 

I.....-y-.I mentioned; and the other, by an ufelefs dog be
longing to one of the officers. Thefe two accidents 
put it out of my power to leave a pair here; and, 
at the fame time, to carry the breed to Otaheite, 
for which iiland they were originally intended. I 
was forry, afterward, that I did not give the pre
ference to Tongataboo, as the prefent would have 
been of more value there than at Otaheite; for the 
natives oCthe former iOand, I am perfuaded, 
would have taken more pains to multiply the breed. 

Thurf.3· The next day we took up our anchor, and 
moved the fhips behind Pangimodoo, that we 
might be ready to take the advantage of the firft. 
favourable wind, to get through the narrows. The 
king, who was one of our company, this day, at 
dinner, I obferved, took particular notice of the 
plates. This occalioned me to make him an offer 
of one, either of pewter, or of earthen ware. He 
chofe the £lrft; and then began to tell us the feve
ral ufes to which he intended to apply it. Two of 
them are fo extraordinary, that I cannot omit men
tioning them. He faid, that, whenever he fhould 
have occafion to vilit any of the other iflands, he 
would leave this plate behind him at Tongataboo, 
as a fort of reprefentative, in his abfence, that the 
people might pay it the fame obeifance they do 
to himfelf in perfon. He was alked, what had 
been ufually employed for this purpofe, before he 
got this plate; and we had the fatisfaClion of learn
ing from him, that this fingular honour had hither
to been conferred on a wooden bowl in which 
he wafhed his hands. The other extraordinary 
u~e to which he meant to apply it in the room of 
hIS wooden bowl, was to difcover a thief. He 
raid, that, when any thing was ftolen, and the 

thief 
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thief could not be found out, the people were all 1771. 

affembled together before him, when he walhed his~ 
hands in water in this ve{fel; after which it was 
cleaned, and then the whole multitude advanced, 
one after another, and touched it in the fame man-
ner that they touch his foot, when they pay him 
obeifance. If the guilty perfon touched it, he died 
immediately upon the fpot; not by violence, but 
by the hand of Providence; and if anyone refufed 
to touch it, his refufal wa:; a clear proof that he 
was the man. Satur. s· 

In the morning of the 5th, the day of the 
eclipfe, the weather was dark and cloudy, with 
.1howers of rain; fa that we had little hopes of an 
obfervation. About nine o'clock the fun broke 
out at intervals for about half an hour; after which 
it was totally obfcured, till within a minute or two 
of the beginning of the eclipfe. We were all at 
our telefcopes, viz. Mr. Baily, Mr. King, Cap~ain 
Clerke, Mr. Bligh, and myfelf .. I loll: the obfer
vation, by not having a dark glafs at hand, fuita
ble to the clouds that were continually palling over 
the fun; and Mr. Bligh had not got the fun in
to the field of his telefcope; /0 that the com
mencement of the eclipfe was only obferved by the 
other three gentlemen; and by them, with an un
<lertainty of feveral feconds, as follows: 

H. M. S. 

Mr. King, at 11 46 2& Apparent time. 
By Mr. 'Bayly, at t I 46 23~J 

Capt. Clerke, at 11 47 5 
Mr. Bayly and Mr. King obferved, with the 

achromatic telefcopes, belonging to the board of 
longitude, of equal magnifying powers; and Cap
tain Clerke obferved with one of the reflectors. 
The fun appeared at intervals, till about the middle 
of the 'eclipfe; after which it was feen no more 

durin!! 
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1777. during the day; fo that the end could not be ob
July. ferved. The difappointment was of little confe-

-v--J quence, fince the longitude was more thlln fuffici
endy determined, independently of this eclipfe, by 
lunar obfervations, which will be mentioned here
after. 

Asfoon as we knew the eclipfe to be over, we 
packed up the inftruments, took down the obferva
tories, and fent every thing on board that had not 
been already removed. As none of the natives 
had taken the leaft notice or care of the three fheep 
allotted to Mareewagee, I ordered them to be car
ried back to the fhips. I was apprehenfive, that, 
if I had left them here, they run great rifk of be
ing deftroyed by dogs. That animal did not exift 
upon this ifiand, when I firft vifited It In 177 3; 
but I now found they had got a good many, 
partly from the breed then left by myfelf, and 
partly from fame, imported fince that time, from 
an ifiand not very remote, called Feejee. The 
dogs, however, at prefent, had not found their 
way into any of the Friendly mands, except Ton
gataboo; and none but the Chiefs there had, as 
yet, got pofTeflion of any. 

Being now upon the eve of our departure from 
this ifland, I !hall add fome particulars about it, 
and its productions, for which I am indebted to 
Mr. Anderfon. And, having fpent as many weeks 
there, as I had done days'; when I vifited it in 
1773, the better opportunities that now occurred, 
of gaining more accurate information, and the fkill 
?f that gentleman, in directing his inquiries, will, 
In fome mea[ure, fupply the imperfection of my 
former account of this ifland. 

" Amfterdam, Tongataboo, or (as the natives al
fo very frequently called it) Tonga, is about twenty 

* From the 4th to the 7th.of OClober. 

leagues 
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leagues in circuit, f€Jmewhat oblong, though, by I,,,. 
much, broadeft at the Eaft end; and its greateft July. 
length from Eaft to Weft. The South Otore, '--v-.I 
which I faw in 1773, is ftraight, and confins of 
coral rocks, eight or ten feet higlJ, terminating per
pendicularly, except in fame places, where it is in
terrupted by fmall fandy beaches; on which, at 
low water, a range of black rocks may be feen. 
The Weft end is not above five Of fix miles broad, 
but has a Otore fomewhat like that of the SOllth 
fide; whereas the whole North fide is environed 
with Otoals and iflands, and the Otore within them 
low and fandy. The Eaft fide or end is, moft 
probably, like the South; as the Otore begins to af-
fume a rocky appearance, toward the NOi ,h Eafi: 
point, though not above feven or eight feet high. 

The ifland may, with the greateft propriety, be 
called a low one, as the trees, on the Weft part, 
where we now lay at anchor, only appeared; and 
the only eminent part, which can be feen from a 
Otip, is the South Eaft point; though many 
gently rifing and declining grounds are obferv
able by one who is ailiore. The general ap
pearance of the country does not afford that beau
tiful kind of landfcape that is produced from a 
variety of hills and valleys, lawns, rivulets, and 
cafcades; but, at the fame time, it conveys to the 
{pectator an idea of the moft exuberant fertility, 

. whether we refpect the places improved by art, 
or thofe ftill in a natural ftate; both which yield 
all their vegetable productions with the greateft 
vigour, and perpetual verdure. At a diftance, the 
furface feems entirely clothed with trees of various 
fizes· fome of which are very large. But above 
the r~ft. the tall cocoa-palms always raiCe their tuft
ed heads; and are far from being the fmalleft orna
ment to any country that produces them. The 

booga, 
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I?77. booga, which is a (pecies of fig, with narrow point
J>lly. ed leaves, is the largeft fized tree of the if1and; 

'--v-J and on the uncultivated (pots, efpecially toward the 
(ea, the moft common builies and (mall trees are 
the pandanus; feveral forts of hibiJcus; the Jaita
noo, mentioned more than once in the courfe of 
our voyage; and a few others. I~ o~lght alro to. be 
obferved, that though the materials for formmg 
grand landfcapes are wanting, there are many of 
what might, at leaft, be called neat profpeCts, about 
the cultivated grounds and dwelling. places ; but, 
more efpecially, about the jiatookas; where fome
times art, and (ometimes nature, has done much 
to pleafe the eye. 

From the fituation of Tongataboo, toward the 
tropic, the climate is more variable, than in coun
tries farther within that line; though, perhaps, 
that might be owing to the (eafon of the year. 
which was now the winter (olftice. The winds 
are, for the moft part, from fome point between 
Somh and Eail; and, when moderate, are com
monly attended with fine weather. When they 
blow freilier, the weather is often cloudy, though 
open; and, in (uch cafes, there is frequently 
rain. The wind fometimes veers to the North 
Eaft, North North Eaft, or even North North Weil, 
but never lafts long, nor blows ilrong from thence; 
though it is commonly accompanied by heavy rain, 
and c10fe fultry weather. The quick fucceffion of 
vegetables has been already mentioned; but I am 
not certain that the changes of weather, by which 
it is brought about, are confiderable enough to 
make them perceptible to the natives as to their 
method of life, or rather that they iliould be very 
fenfible of the different fea(ons. This, perhaps, 
may be. inferre? from the ftate of their vegetable 
productions, which are never fo much affected, with 

I refpect 
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reCpeCt to the foliage, as to {hed that all at once; J",. 
for every leaf is fucceeded by another, as faft as it ~ 
falls; which cauCes that appearance of univerf:ll 
and continual fpring found here. 

The balis of the ifiand, as far as we know, is en
tirely a coral rock, which is the only fort that pre
fents itfelf on (he {hare. Nor did we fee the leaft 
appearance of any other ftone, except a few fmall 
blue pebbles ftrewed about the jia/ookas; and the 
fmooth, folid black ftone, fomething like the lapis 
/ydills, of which the natives make their hatchets. 
But thefe may, probably, have been brought from 
other iilands in the neighbourhood; for a piece of 
flatey, iron-coloured ftone was bought at one of 
them, which was never feen here. Though the co
ral projects in many places above the furface, the 
foil is, in general, of a conliderable depth. In all 
cultivated places, it is commonly, of a loofe, black 
colour; produced, feemingly, in a great meafure, 
from the rotten vegetables that are planted there. 
Underneath which is, very probably, a clayey 
fira/llm; for a foil of that kind is often feen both 
in the low, and in the riling grounds; but efpecial-
1y in feveral places toward the {hore, where it is of 
any height; and, when broken off, appears fome
times of a reddilh, though oftener of a browni{h 
yellow colour, and of a pretty ftiff conliftence. 
Where the /hore is low, the foil is commonly fandy, 
or rather compofed of triturated coral; which, 
however, yields bu{hes growing with great luxuri
ance; and is fometimes planted, not unfuccefsfully, 
by the natives. 

Of cultivated fruits, the principal are plantains; 
of which they have fifteen different forts or va
rieties; bread-fruit; two forts of fruit found at 
Otaheite, and known there under the names of jam
bu and eee'1)tc; the latter a kind of plumb; and vaft 

numbers 
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1777. numbers of fhaddocks, which, however, are found 
July. as often in a natural ftate, as planted. 

'--v--J The roots are yams, of which are two forts; 
on~ black, and fa large, that it often weighs 
twenty or thirty pounds; the other white, and 
long, feldom weighing a pound; a large root, call
ed kappe; one not unlike our white potatoes, called 
mawhaha; the talo, or cOtoOS of other places; and 
another, named jeejee. 

Befides vaft numbers of cocoa-nut trees, they 
have three other forts of palms, two of which are 
very fcarce. One of them is called heeoo; which 
grows almoft as high as the cocoa-tree, has very 
large leaves plaited like a fan, and clufters or bunch
es of globular nuts, not Jarger than a fmall pillol 
ball, growing amongll: the branches, with a very 
hard kernel, which is fometimes eat. The other 
is a kind of cabbage-tree, not diftinguifhable from 
the cocoa, but by being rather thicker, and by 
Ilaving its leaves more ragged. It has a cabbage 
three or four feet long; at the top of which are 
the leaves, and at the bottom the fruit, which is 
fcarcely two inches long, refembling an oblong 
cocoa-nut, with an infipid tenacious kernel, called, 
by the nativ.es, neeoogoola, or red cocoa-nut, as it 
alI"umes a reddifh caft when ripe. The third fort 
is called ongo ongo, and much commoner, being 
generally found planted about their jiatookas. It 
feldom grows higher than five feet, though fome
times to eight; and has a vaO: number of oval 
~ompre.lI"ed nuts, as large as a pippin, fticking 
Imr:nedlately to the trunk, amongO: the leaves, 
whIch are not eat. There is plenty of excel
lent fugar-cane, which is cultivated; gourds; 
bamboo; turmeric; and a fpecies of fig, about 
the fize O.f a ~mall c~lerry, calle@! matte, which, 
though WIld, IS fometlmes eat. But the catalogue 

of 
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of uncultivated plants is too large to be enumerated 1777· 

here. Befides the pemphis decafpermum, mallococca, ~ 
mobo, and fame other new genera, defcribed by Dr. 
Fofrer *, there are a few more found here; which, 
perhaps, the different feafons of the year, and his 
iliort fray, did not give him an opportunity to take 
notice of. Although it did not appear, during our 
longer fray, that above a fourth part of the trees, 
and other plants, were in flower; a circumfrance 
abfolutely neceffary, to enable one to diftinguifu 
the various kinds. 

The only quadrupeds, befides hogs, are a few 
rats, and fome dogs, which are not natives of the 
place, but produced from fame left by us in 1773, 
and by others got from Feejee. Fowls, which are 
of a large breed, are domefticated here. 

Amongft the birds, are parrots, fomewhat fmaller 
than the common grey ones, of an indifferent green 
on the back and wings, the tail bluiCh. and the refl: 
of a footy or chocolate brown; parroquets, not 
larger than a fparrow. of a fine yellowiCh green, 
with bright azure on the crown of the head, and 
the throat and belly red; be fides another fort as 
large as a dove, with a blue crown and thighs, the 
throat and under part of the head crimfon, as 
alfo part of the belly, and the reft a beautiful 
green. 

There are owls about the fize of our common fort, 
but of a finer plumage; the cuckoos, mentioned at 
Palmerfton's lfland; king-fiChers, about the fize 
of a thruCh, of a greeniCh blue, with a white ring 
about the neck; and a bird of the thrulh kind, al
moft as big, of a dull green colour, with two yellow 
wattles at the bafe of the bill, which is the only 
finging one we pbferved here; but it compenfates 

., See his Clzara!1eres Generum Plantarum. Lond.I77'· 
a good 
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1777. a good deal for the want of others by the t1:rength 
July. and melody of its notes, which fill the woods at 

'--v--I dawn, in the evening, and at the breaking up of 
bad weather. 

The other land birds are rails, as large as a pi .. 
geon, of a variegated grey colour, with a rufty 
neck; a black fort with red eyes, not larger than 
a lark; large violet-coloured coots, with red bald 
crowns; two forts of fly-catchers; a very fmall 
fwallow; and three forts of pigeons, one of which 
is Ie ramier (uivre of Monc' Sonnerat • ; another, 
half the fize of the common fort, of a light green 
on the back and wings, with a red forehead; and a 
third, fomewhat lefs, of a purple brown, but whit
ifh underneath. 

Of water-fowl, and fuch as frequent the fea, are 
the ducks feen at Annamooka, though fcarce here; 
bl:ue and white herons; tropic birds; common nod
dies; white terns; a new fpecies of a leaden co
lour, with a black creft; a fmall bluifh curlew; 
and a large plover, fpotted with yellow. Befides 
the large bats, mentioned before, there is al[o the 
common fort. 

The only noxious or difgufting animals of the 
reptile or infetl tribe, are fea fnakes, three feet 
long, with black and white circles alternately, often 
found on fhore; fome fcorpions, and centipedes. 
There are fine green gualloes, a foot and a half 
long; another brown and fpotted lizard, about a 
foot long; and two other fmall forts. Amongfl: 
the other infetls are fame beautiful moths· butter
flies; very large fpiders; and others; making, in 
the whole, about fifty different fans. 

The fea abounds with fifh, though the variety is 
lefs than might be expetled. The moft freqllent 

• f''I)'agf ola Nqu~'dle Guinlt, Ta':1. ClIo 

forts 
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forts arc mullets; feveral forts of parrot-filb; filver '777. 
filb; old wives; fame beautifully fpotted foles; July. 

leather-jackets; bonnetos; and albicores; be fides "-.r--J 
the eels mentioned at Palmerfton's Bland; fome 
Ibarks; rays; pipe-filb; a fort of pike; and fome 
curious devil-filb. 

The many reefs and Iboals on the North fide of 
the ifIand, afford {helter for an endlefs variety of 
fhell-filb; amongft which are many that are efteem
cd precious in Europe. Such as the true hammer 
oyfter; of which, however, none could be obtained 
entire; a large indentated oyfter, and feveral 
others; but none of the common fort; panamas; 
cones; a fort of gigantic cockle, found alfo in the 
Eaft Indies; pearl {hell oyfters; and many others; 
feveral of which, I believe, have been hitherto un
known to the moil diligent inquirers after that 
branch of natural hiftory. There are, likewife. 
feveral forts of fea-eggs; and many very fine ftar
filb; befidcs a confiderable variety of corals; 
amongft which are two red forts; the one moft 
elegantly branched, the other tubulous. And there 
is no lefs variety amongft the crabs and cray filb, 
which are very numerous. To which may be add
ed, feveral forts of [ponge; the fea hare, holoihllrlK, 
and the likc.'~ 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. IX. 

A grand SBlemnity, called NA TCHE, in Honour of 
the King's Son, performed.-'J'he Procdfions and 
other Ceremonies, during the firjl Day, de/crihed. 
-'the Manner of pa.JJing the Night at the King's 
Hou/e.-Continuation of the Solemnity, the next 
Day. - Conjel1ures ahout the Nature of it. -
Departure from '1ongataboo, and Arrival at Eooo. 
- Account of that Ifland, and :rran/al1ions 
there. 

1777· W'E were now ready to fail; but the wind be. 
~ ing Eafterly, we had not fufficient day
Sunday6. light to turn through the narrows, either with the 

morning, or with the evening flood; the one falling 
out too early, and the other too late. So that, 
without a leading wind, we were under a necefiity 
of waiting two or three days. 

I took the opportunity of this delay, to be prefent 
at a public folemnity, towhich the king had invited 
us, when we went !aft to vifit him, and which, 
he had informed us, was to be performed on the 
8th. With a view to this, he and all the people of 

Mond.7. note, quitted our neighbourhood on the 7th, and 
repaired to Mooa, where the [olemnity was to be 
exhibited. A party of us followed them, the next 

Tuefd.8. morning. We underftood, from what Poulaho 
had [aid to us, that his [on and heir was now 
to~e initiated into certain privileges; amongft 

which 
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which was, that of eating with his father; an ho- t 777. 

nour he had not, as yet, been admitted to. ~ 
We arrived at Mooa about eight o'clock, and 

found the king, with a large circle of attendants 
fitting before him, within an inclofure fo fmall and 
dirty, as to excite my wonder that any fuch could 
be found in that neighbourhood. They w~re in
tent upon their ufual morning occupation, in pre
paring a bowl of kava. As this was no liquor for 
us, we walked out to vifit fame of our friends, and 
toobferve what preparations might be ma[(ing for 
the ceremony, which was foon to begin. About 
ten o'clock, the people began to alfemble, in a large 
area, which is before the malaee, or great haufe, to 
which we had been conducted the firfl time we vi
fited Mooa. At the end of a road, that opens into 
this ~ea, flood fame men with fpears and clubs, 
who kept conflantly reciting, or chanting, iliort 
fentences, in a mournful tone, which conveyed 
lome idea of diflrefs, and as if they called for fame. 
thing. This was continued about an hour; and, 
in the mean time, many people came down tbe 
road, each of them bringing a yam, tied to the 
middle of a pole, which tbey laid down before tbe 
perfons who continued repeating the lentences. 
While this was going on, the king and prince ar
rived, and feated themfelves upun the area; and 
we were defired to fit down by them, hut to pull 
off our hats, and tQ untie our hair. The bearers 
of the yams being all come in, each pole was taken 
up between two men, who carried it over their 
ilioulders. After forming themfekes into compa
nies, of ten or twelve perlons each, they marched 
acrofs the place, with a quick pace; each compan), 
headed by a man bearing a club ur fpear, and 
guarded, on the right, by feveral others, a:, mecl 
with different we:lpons. A man carrying a hVl/lg 
pigeon on a perch, elafed the rear of the prllcd-

VOL. I. Z lion, 
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1?77. fion, in which about tWo hundred and fifty per
July. fans walked. 

'--"v"-I Omai was defired by me, to aik the Chief, to 
what place the yams were to be thus carried, with 
fo much folemnity? but, as he feemed unwilling to 
give us the information we wanted, two or three of 
us followed the proceflion, contrary (0 his inclina
tion. \Ve found, that they fl:opped before a morai 
or fiatooka" of one houfe fl:anding upon a mount, 
which was hardly a quarter of a mile from the place 
where they firfl: alTern bled. Here we obferved them 
depofiting the yams, and making them up into 
bundles; but for what purpofe, we could not learn. 
And, as our prt::fence feemed to give them un
eafn efs, we left them, and returned to Poulaho, 
who told us, we might amufe ourfelves by walking 
about, as nothing would be done for fame time. 
The tear of lofing any part of the ceremony, pre
vented our being long abfent. When we returned 
to the king, he defired me to order the boat's crew 
not to fiir from the boat; for, as every thing would, 
very foon, be taboo, if any of our people, or of 
their own, fhould be found walking about, they 
would be knocked down with clubs; naymateed, 
that is, killed. He alfo acquainted us, that we 
could not be prefent at the ceremony; but that we 
lhould be condutted to a place, where we might 
fee every thing that palTed. Objettions were made 
to our dre(s. We were told, that, (0 qualify us 
to be prefenr, it Was necelTary that we fhould be 
naked as low as the breaft, with our hats off. and 
our hair untied. Omai offered to confor:n to 
t~ere requifires, and began to fl:rip; other objec
tIOns were then flarted; (0 that the exclufion was 
given to him equally with ourfelves. 

", This is the fiatooka mentioned above by Mr. Anderfon, 
P·3 Z '. 

I did 
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I did not much like this reftriction; and, there- '777. 
fore, flole out, to fee what might now be going July. 

forward. I found very few people ftirring, except '--v-J 
thofe dreffed to attend the ceremony; fome of 
whom had in their hands fmall poles, about fOllr 
feet long, and to the under-part of thefe were faf-
tened two or three other fticks, not bigger than 
one's finger, and about fix inches in length. Thefe 
men were going toward the morai juft mentioned. 
I took the fame road, and was, feveral times, 
flopped by them, all crying out taboo. However, 
I went forward, without much regarding them, till 
I came in fight of the morai, and of the people who 
were fitting before it. I was now urged, very 
ftrongly, to go back; and, not knowing what 
might be the confequence of a refufal, I complied. 
I had obferved, that the people, who carried the 
poles, paffed this marai, or what I may, as well, 
call temple; and guelling, from this circumftance, 
that fomething was tranfacting beyond it, which 
might be worth looking at, I had thoughts of ad-
vancing, by making a round, for _ this purpofe; 
but I was fa clofely watched by three men, that I 
could not put my defign in execution. In order 
to {hake thefe fellows off, I returned to the ma/ace, 
where I had left the king, and, from thence, made 
an elopement a fecond time; but I inftantly met 
with the fame three men; fa that it feemed, as if 
they had been ordered to w~tch my m?tions. I 
paid no regard to what they fald or dId, ulll came 
within fight of the king's principal jiatooka or morai, 
which I have already defcribed", before which a 
great number of men were fitting, being the fame 
perfons whom I had juft bt;fore leen paf~ by t~e 
other morai, from whIch thIS was but a little dlf-
tanto Obferving, that I could watch the proceed • 

• Seep.3'l. 
22 ings 
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1777. ings of this company from the king's plantatio.n. 
July. I repaired thither, very much to the fatilifaCl:ion of 
~ thofe who attended me. 

As foon as I got in, I acquainted the gentlemen 
who had come with me from the fhips, with what 
I had feen; and we took a proper ftation, to watch 
the refult. The number of people, at the jiatooka, 
continued to increafe for fome time; and, at length, 
we could fee them quit their fitting pofture, and 
march off in proceffion. They walked in pairs, 
one after another, every pair carrying, between 
them, one of the fmall pores above-mentioned, on 
their fhoulders. We were told, that the fmall pieces 
of fticks, faftened to the poles, were yams; fo 
that, probably, they were meant to reprefent this 
root emblematically. The hindmoft men of each 
couple, for the moft part, placed one of his hands 
to the middle of the pole, as if, without this ad
ditional fupport, it were not ftrong enough to carry 
the weight that hung to it, and under which they 
all feemed to bend, as they walked. This pro
ceffion confilled of one hundred and eight pairs, 
and all, or moft of them, men of rank. They 
came c10fe by the fence behind which we ftcod ; 
fo that we had a full view of them. 

Having waited here, till they had all paffed, we 
then repaired to Poulaho's houfe, and faw him 
going out. We could not be allowed to follow 
him; but were, forthwith, conducted to the place 
allotted to us, which was behind a fence, adjoin
ing to the area of the jiatooka where the yams 
had been depofited in the forenoon. As we were 
not the only people who were excluded from be
ing publicly prefent at this ceremony, but allowed 
to peep from behind the curtain, we had a good 
deal <?f company; and I ob(erved, that all the 
other mclofures, round the place, were filled with, 

~eo~le., 
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·people. And, yet, all imaginable care feemed to '777. 
be taken, that they !bould lee as little as pollible; July. 
for the fences had not only been repaired that morn- '--v
ing, but, in many places, raifed higher than com-
mon; fo that the talleft man could not look over 
them. To remedy this defect in our flation, we 
took the liberty to cut holes in the fence, with 
our knives; and, by this means, we could fee, 
pretty diflinct!y, every thing that was tranfacting 
on the other fide. 

On our arrival atol(r f!:ation, we found two 
or three hundred people, fitting on the grafs, near 
the end of the road that opened into the area of 
lhe morai; and the number continually increafed, 
by others joining them. At length, arrived a few 
men carrying fome fmall poles, and branches or 
leaves of the cocoa-nut tree; and, upon their firft 
appearance, an old man feated himfelf in the road, 
and, with his face toward them, pronounced a long 
oration in a .ferious tone. He then retired back, 
and the others advancing to the middle of the area, 
began to ereCt a fmall !bed; employing, for that 
purpofe, the materials above-mentioned. ''''hen 
they had fini!bed their work, they all fquatted 
down, for a moment, before it, then rofe up, and 
retired to the ref!: of the company. Soon after, 
came Poulaho's fon, preceded by four or five men, 
and they feated themfelves a little afide from the 
fued, and rather behind it. After them, appeared 
twelve or fourteen women of the firf!: rank, walking 
flowly in pairs, each pair carrying between them, 
a narrow piece of white cloth extended, about two 
or three yards in length. Thefe marched up to 
the .prince, fquatted down before him; and, having 
wrapped fome of the pieces of the cloth they had 
brought, round his body, they rofe up, and retired 
in the fame orda, to fome diflance on his left, and 
there feated themfelves. Poulaho himCelf foon made 

hili 
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1177. his appearance preceded by four men, who walked 
July. two and two abreaft, and fat down on his fan's left 

'--v--J hand about twenty paces from him. The young 
prinde, then, quitting his firft pofition, went and 
fat down under the fhed, with his attendants; and 
a confiderable number more placed themfelves on 
the grars, befo:e this royal can?py •. The prince 
himrelf fat facmg tbe people, with hiS back to tbe 
morai. Tbis being done, three companies, of ten 
or a dozen men in eacb, ftarted up from amongft 
the large crowd, a little after each otber, and run
ning baftily to tbe oppofite fide of the area, fat 
down for a few feconds; after which, they returned, 
in the fame manner, to their former ftations. To 
them fucceeded two men, each of whom held a 
fmall green branch in his hand,\who got up and ap
proached tbe prince, fitting down, for a few fe
conds, three different times, as they advanced; and 
then, turning their backs, retired in the fame man
ner, inclining their branches to each other as they 
fat. In a little time, two more repeated this cere
mony. 

The grand proceffion, which I had feen march 
off from the other morai, now began to come in. 
To judge of the circuit they had made, from the 
time they had been'abfent, it mua hav.e been pretty 
large. As they entered the area, they marched up 
to the right of the fhed, and, having proftrated 
tbemfelves on the grars, depofited tbeir pretended 
burthens (the poles above-mentioned), and faced 
round to the prince. They then rrue up, and reti
red in the fame order, c10fing their bands, which they 
held before them, with the moft ferious afpect, and 
feated themfelves along the front of the area. Dur
ing all the time that this numerous band were com
ing in, and depofiting their poles, three men who 
fat under the fhed, with the prince, con:inued 

pronouncing 
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pronouncing feparate fentences, in a melancholy I",. 
tone. After this, a profound filence enfued, for a July. 
little time, and then a man, who fat in the front of'--v--l 
the area, began an oration (or prayer), during 
which, at feveral different times, he went and broke 
one of the poles, which had been brought in by 
thore who had walked in proceflion. When he had 
ended, the people, fitting before the Ibed, feparat-
ed, to make a lane, through which the prince and 
his attendants paffed, and the affembly broke up. 

Some of our party, fatisfied with what they had 
already feen, now returned to the Ibips; but I, and 
two or three more of the officers, remained at Mooa, 
to fee the conclufion of the folemnity, which was 
not to be till the next day; being defirous of omit
ting no opportunity, which might afford any in· 
formation about the religious or the political infti
tutions of this people. The fmall fticks or poles. 
which had been brought into the area, by thofe 
who walked inprocefiion, being left lying on the 
ground, after the crowd had difperfed, I went and 
examined them. I found, that to the middle of 
each, two or three fmall fticks were tied, as has been 
related. Yet we had been repeatedly told by the 
natives, who ftood near us, that they were young 
yams; infomuch that fame of our gentlemen be
lieved them, rather than their own eyes. As I had 
the demonftration of my fenfes to fatisfy me, that 
they were not real yams, it is clear, that we ought 
to have underftood them, that they were only the 
artificial reprefentations of thefe roots. 

Ollr fLlpper was got ready about Ceven o'clock. 
It confifted of !lib and yams. \Ye might have had 
pork al[o; but we did not chufe to kill a large hog, 
which the king had given to us for that purpoCe. 
He Cupped with us, and drank pretty freely of 

brandy 
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1-777. brandy and water; fo that he went to bed with a 
July. fuAlcient dofe. We paffed the night in the fame 
~ houfe with him, and feveral of his attendants. 
Wedn. 9. About one or two o'clock in the morning they 

waked, and converfed for about an hour, and then 
went to l1eep again. All, but Poulaho himfelf, 
rofe at day-break, and went, I know not whither. 
Soon after, a woman, one of thofe who generally 
attended upon the Chief, came in, and inquired 
where he was, I pointed him out to her; and /he 
immediately fat down by him, and began the fame 
operation, which Mr. Anderfon had feen praCtifed 
upon Futtafaihe, tapping or beating gently, with 
~er clinched fifts, on his thighs. This, inftead of 
prolonging his l1eep, as was intended, had the con
trary effeCt; however, though he awaked, he con
tinued to lie down, 

Omai, and I, now went to vilit the prince, who 
had parted from us early in the evening. For he 
did not lodge with the king; but in apartments 
of his own, or, at leaft, fuch as had been allotted to 
him, at fame diftance from his father's houfe. We 
found him with a circle of boys, or youths, about 
his own age, fitting before him; and an old wo
man, and an old man, who feemed to have the 
care of him, fitting behind. There were others, 
both men and women, emp\(l)yed about their ne
ceffary affairs, in different departments; who, pro
bably, belonged to his houfehold. 

,Fr?m the prince we returned to the king. By 
tIllS time he had got up, and had a crowded circle 
before him, compofed chiefly of old men. While 
a large bowl of kava was preparing, a baked hog 
and yams, fmok,ing hot, were brought in; the great
eft part of which fell to our /hare, and was ve
ry acceptable to the boat's crew: for thefe people 

eat 
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eat very Uttle in the morning; eCpecially the lWi. J PJ?7. 

drinkers. I afterward walked out, and vifited te- ""Iy. 

veral other Chiefs; and found, that all of th 'r I --v--J 
were taking their morning draught, or had alr~:Cl.' J 
taken it. Returning to the king, I found hl'.1 
af1eep in a [mall retired hut, with two womer: t~p-
ping on his breech. About eleven o'clock he ~"nr:~ 
again; and then Come fi!h and yams, which l"d~ 1 
as if they had been· ftewed in cocoa·nut milk, 
were brought to him. Of theCe he eat a large por-
tion, and lay down once more to fleep. I now left 
him, and carried to the prince a prefent of cloth, 
beads, and other articles, which I had brought with 
me from the Ihip for the purpofe. There was a 
fufficient quantity of cloth to make him a complete 
fuit; and he was immediately decked out with it; 
Proud of his drefs, he firft went to /bew himfelf 
to his father; and then conducted me to his mo-
ther; with whom were about ten or a dozen other 
women of a refpectable appearance. Here the 
prince changed his apparel, and made me a preCent 
of two pieces of the cloth manufaCtured in the 
ifland. By this lime, it was paft noon, when, by 
appointment, I repairfd to the palace to J:nner. 
Several of our gentlemen had returned, this morn-
ing, from the !hips; and we were all invited to 
the feaft, which was preCently ferved up, and con-
fifted of two pigs and yams. I reuCed the drawfy 
monarch, to partake of what he had provided for 
our entertainment. In the mean time, two mul"" 
lets, and fame Ihell-fi!h, were brought to him, as I 
fuppoCed, for his [eparate portion. But he joined it 
to our fare, fat down with us, and made a hearty 
meal. 

When dinner was over, we were told that the 
ceremony would Coon begin; and were ftiCtly ~ri
joined.not to walk out. 1 had reColved, however, to 

I P=P 
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1777. peep no longer from behind ~he curtain, but ,to mi." 
July. with the actors themrelves, If poflible. \Vnh thIs 

'--v--J view, I ftole out from the plantation, and walked 
toward the morai, the fcene of the folemnity. I 
was, feveral times, defired to go back, by people 
whom I met; but I paid no regard to them; and 
they fuffered me to pars on. When I arrived at 
the morai, I found a number of men feated on the 
fide of the area, on each fide· of the road that leads 
up to it. A few were fitting on the oppofite fide 
of the area; and two men in the middle of it, 
with their faces turned to the morai. When I got 
into the midft of the firft company, I was defired 
to fit down; which I accordingly did. Where I 
fat, there were lying a number of fmall bundles 
or parcels, compoCed of cocoa-nut leaves, and tied 
to fticks made into the form of hand-barrows. All 
the information I could get about them was, that 
they were taboo. Our number kept continually in
creafing; everyone coming from the fame quarter. 
From time to time, one or another of the com
pany turned himfelf to thoCe who were coming to 
join us, and made a {bort Cpeech; in which I could 
remark that the word arekee, that is King, was ge
nerally mentioned. One man faid Comething that 
produced burfts of hearty laughter from all the 
crowd; others, of the fpeakers, met with public ap
plauCe. I was, feveral times, defired to leave the 
place; and, at laft, when they found tkat I would 
not ftir, after Come feeming conCultation, they ap
plied to me to uncover my {boulders as theirs were. 
With this requeft I complied; and then they feem
ed to be no longer unealy at my prefence. 

I Cat a full hour, without any thing more going 
forwa~d, befide what I have mentioned. At length 
the pnnce, the women, and the king, all came in, 
as they had done the day before. The prince, being 

placed 
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placed under the ilied, after his father's arrival, two I??? 

men, each carrying a piece of mat, came, repeating July. 

fomething feriouOy, and put them about him. The i.--v-
a{fembled people now began their operations; and 
firft, three companies ran backward and forward 
acrofs the area, as defcribed in the account of the 
proceedings of the former day. Soon after, the two 
men, who fat in the middle of the area, made a 
iliort fpeech or prayer; and then the whole body, 
amongft whom I had my place, ftarted up, and ran 
and feated themfelves before the ilied under which 
the prince, and three or four men, were fitting. I 
was now partly under the management of one of 
the company, who feemed veryaffiduous to ferve 
me. By his means, I was placed in fuch a fituation, 
that if I had been allowed tQ make ufe of my eyes, 
nothing that paired could have efcaped me. But it 
was nece{fary to fit with down-caft looks, and de-
mure as maids. 

Soon after, the proc;:effion came in, as on the day 
before; each two perfons bearing on their ilioulders 
a pole, round the middle of which, a cocoa-nut 
leaf was plaited. Thefe were depolited with ceremo
nies fimilar to thofe obferved on the preceding day. 
This firft proceffion was followed by a fecond; 
the men compofing which, brought balkets, fuch as 
are ufually employed by this people to carry provili
ons in, and made of palm leaves. Thefe were fol. 
lowed by a third proceffion, in which were brought 
different kinds of fmall fifh; each fixed at the end 
of a forked ftick. The balkets were carried up to 
an old man, whom I took to be the Chief Prieft, 
and who fat on the prince's right-hand, without the 
ilied. He held each in his hand, while he made a 
ilion fpeech or prayer; then laid it down, anQ call
ed for another, repeating the fame words as before; 
and thus he went through the whole number of 

balkets. 
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)777. balkets. The filb were prefented, one by one, on 
July. the forked fticks, as they came in, to two men, who 

'--v-' fat on the left; and who, till now, held. green 
branches in their hands. The firft filb they laid 
down on their right, and the fecond on their left. 
When the third was prefented, a ftout looking man, 
who fat behind the other two, reached his arm over 
between them, and made a fnatch at it; as alfo did 
the other two, at the very fame time. Thus they 
feemed to contend for every filb that was prefent
ed; but as there were two hands againft one, be
fides the advantage of fituation, the man behind 
got nothing but pieces; for he never quitted his 
hold, till the filb was torn out of his hand; and 
what little remained in it, he Ibook out behind 
him. The others laid what they got, on the right 
and left alternately. At length, either by accident 
or defign, the man behind got poffeflion of a whole 
filb, without either of the other two fo much as 
touching it. At this, the word mareeai, which fig
nifies vcry good, or well done, v.as uttered in a low 
voice throughout the whole crowd. It feemed~ 
that he had performed now all that was expected 
from him; for he made no attempt upon the few 
filb that came after, Thefe filb, as alfo the baf
kets, were all delivered, by the perrons who brought 
them in, fitting; and, in the fame order and man
ner, the fmall poles, which the firft procefii.on car
ried, had been laid upon the ground. 

The laft procefiion being elored, there was fame 
fpeaking or praying, by different perfons. Then, 
on fame fignal being given, we all ftarted up, ran 
feveral paces to the left, and fat down with our 
backs to the prince, and the few who remained 
with him. I was defired not to look behind me. 
However, neither this injunCtion, nor the remem
brance of Lot's wife, difcouraged me from facing 

about. 
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.. bout.. I now faw tha~ the prince had turned his I,,,. 
face to the morai. BuT this laft movement had July. 
brought fo many people between him and me, '-v-
that I could not perceive what was doing. I was 
afterward affured, that, at this very time, the prince 
was admitted to the high honour of eating with his 
father; which, till now, had never been permitted 
to him; a piece of roafted yam being prefented to 
each of them for this purpofe. This was the more 
probable, as we had been told, before-hand. tbat 
this was to happen during the folemn: ty ; : .. ~[J as all 
the people turned their backs to tbem, at this 
time, which they always do when their mQllarcb 
eats. 

After lome little lime .. we all faced about, and 
formed a femicircle before the :-rince, leaving a 
large open fpace between us. r:·~[ently there ap
peared fame men coming toward us, two and two, 
bearing large fticks, or poles, upon their 1,,1, lers. 
making a noife that might be called finging, and 
waving their hands as they advanced. When tl:eJ 
had got clofe up to llS, they made a thew of walk
ing very faft, withollt proceeding a fingle ftep. 
Immediately after, three or four men ftarted up 
from the crowd, with large fticks in their hands, 
who ran toward thofe new· comers. The latter in
ftantly threw down the poles from their thoulders, 
and fcampered off; and the others attacked the 
poles; and, having beat tbem moft unmercifully, 
returned to their places. As the pole-bearers ran off, 
they gave the challenge that is ufLlal here in wreft
ling; and not long after, a number of ftout fellows 
came from the fame quarter, repeating the chal
lenge as they advanced. Thefe were oppofed by a 
party, who came from the oppofite fide almoft at 
the fame inftant. The two parties paraded about 
,i1e ~rea for a few minutes, and then retired, each 

to 
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to their own fide. After this, there were wrel1:Iing 
'777· T 
July. and boxing-matches for about half an hour. hen 

'-"v-.I two men feated themfelves before the prince, and 
made fpeeches, addreffed, as I thought, entirely to 
him. With this the folemnity ended, and the 
whole affembly broke up. 

I now went and examined the feveral balkets 
which had been prefented; a curiofity that I was 
not allowed before to indulge; becaufe every thing 
was then taboo. But the folemnity being now over, 
they became, fimply, what I found them to be, 
empty balkets. So that, whatever they were fup
pored to contain, was emblematically reprefented. 
And fo, indeed, was every other thing which had 
been brought in proceffion, except the filb. 

We endeavoured, in vain, to find out the mean
ing, not only of the ceremony in general, which is 
called Natche, but of its different parts. We fel
dom got any 0ther anfwer to our inquiries, but 
taboo; a word, which, I have before obferved, is 
applied to many other things. But, as the prince 
was, evidently, the principal perf on concerned in 
it; and as we had been told by the king, ten days 
before the celebration of the Na/che, that the peo
ple would bring in yams for him and his fon to 
eat together; and as he even defcribed fome part 
of the ceremony, we concluded, from what he had 
then faid, and from what we now faw, that an 
oath of allegiance, if I may fo exprefs myfelf, or 
lolemn promife, was, on this occafion, made to 
the prince, as the immediate fucceffor to the re
gal dignity, to ftand by him, and to furnilb him 
with the feveral articles that were here emblema
tically reprefent~d .. This feems the more proba
ble, as all the pnoclpal people of the ifland, whom 
we h~d ev~r feen, afiifted in the proceffions. BlIt, 
be thiS as It may, the whole was conducted with a 

great 
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great deal of myfteriolls folemnity; and, that there '777. 
was a mixture of religion in the inftitution, was July. 
evident, not only from the place where it was per- '-v---J 
formed, but from the manner of performing it. 
Our drefs and deportment had never been called in 
queftion, upon any former occafion whatever. 
Now, it was expected that we /bould be uncovered 
as low as the waift; that our hair /bould be loofe, 
and flowing over our /boulders; that we /bould, 
like themfelves, fit crofs-Iegged; and, at times, 
in the moft humble pofture, wi,h down-caft eyes, 
and hands locked together; all which requitites 
were moft devoutly obferved by the whole aITem-
bly. And, laftly, everyone was excluded from 
the folemnity, but the principal people, and thofe 
who afiifted in the celebration. All thefe circum-
fiances were to me a fufti.cient teftimony, that, up-
on this occafion, they contidered themfelves as 
acting under the immediate infpection of a Su-
preme Being_ 

The pre[ent Natcbe may be confidered, from the 
above account of it, as merely figurative. For the 
fmall quantity of yams, which we faw the firft day, 
could not be intended as a general contribution; 
and, indeed, we were given to underftand, that 
they were a portion confecrated to the Olooa, or 
Divinity. But we were informed, mat, in about 
three months, there would be performed, on the 
fame account, a far more important and grander 
folemnity; on which occafion, not only the tri
bute of Tongataboo, but that of Hapaee, Vavaoo, 
and of all the other iflands, would be brought to 
the Chief, and confirmed more awfully, by facri
ficing ten human victims from amongll: the infe
rior fort of people. A horrid folemnity indeed! 
and which is a moft fignificant inftance of the in
fluence of gloomy and ignorant fuperftition, over 

z the 
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.",. the minds of one of the moft benevolent and hu~ 
July. mane nations upon earth. On inquiring into the 

-v--' reafons of fo barbarous a praCtice, they only faid. 
that it was a nece!fary part of the Notchl:; and 
that, if they omitted it, the Deity would certain
ly deftroy their king. 

Before the a!fembly broke up,' the day was far 
fpent; and as we were at fome diftance from the 
fhips, and had an intricate navigation to go through, 
we were in hafte to fet out from Mooa. When I 
took leave of Poulaho, he preffed me much to ftay 
till the next day, to be prefent at a funeral ceremo
ny. The wife of Mareewagee, who was mother
in-law to the king, had lately died; and her corpfe 
bad, on account of the Natch!:, been carried on 
board a canoe that lay in the lagoon. Poulaho told 
me, that, as foon as he had paid the laft offices to 
her, he would attend me to Eooa; but, if I did 
not wait, that he would follow me thither. I un
derftood, at the fame time, that, if it had not been 
for the death of this woman, moft of the Chiefs 
would have accompanied us to that iiland; where, 
it feems all of them have po!feffions. I would glad
ly have waited to fee this ceremony alfo, had not 
the tide been now favourable for the fhips to get 
through the narrows, The wind, bendes, which, 
for feveral days paft, had been very boifterous, was 
now moderate and fetrled; and to have loft this op
portunity, might have detained us a fortnight long
er. L,!, what was decilive ogainft my waiting, we 
underftood that the funeral ceremonies would laft 
five,days, which ~as too long a time, as the fhips 
lay In (nch a fituatlon, that I could not get to fea at 
p~eafure. .I, however, a!fured the king, that, if we 
dId not fatl, I fhould certainly vilit him again the 
next cay. And fa we all took leave of him ~md 
fc: out ~or the fhips, where we arrived abollt 'eight 
Q clock In the evening. 

I had 
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1 had forgot to mention, that Omai was preCent 1777. 
'.it this fecond 9ay's ceremony, as well as myfelf; JIIly. 

but we were not together; nor did I know that he '-v--J 
was there, till it was almoft over. He afterward 
told me, that, as foon as the king faw that I had 
ftolen out from the plantadon, he fent Ceveral peo-
ple, one after another, to defire . me to come back. 
Probably, thefe meffengers were not admitted to 
the place where I was; for I faw nothing of them. 
At laft, intelligence was brought to the Chief, that 
I had actually ftripped, in conformity to their cu[-
tom; and then he told Omai, that he might be pre-
fent al[o, if he would comply with alJ the neceffary 
forms. Omai had no objection, as nothing was re-
quired of him, but to conform to the cuftom of his 
own country. Accordingly, he was furnifhed with 
a proper drefs, and appeared at the ceremony as one 
of the natives. It is likely, that one reafon of our 
being excluded at firft, was an apprehenfion, that 
we would not fubmit to the requifites to qualify us 
to affift. 

While I was attending the Natche at Mooa, Ior
dered the horCes, bull and cow, and goats, to be 
brought thither; thinking that they would be Cafer 
.here, under the eyes of the Chiefs, than at a place 
that would be, in a manner, de[erted, the moment 
after our departure. Befides the above-mentioned 
animals, we left, with our friends here, a young 
boar, and three young fows, of the Englifh breed. 
They were exceedingly defirous of them, judging, 
no doubt, that they would greatly improve their 
own breed, which is rather fmall. Feenou al[o 
got from us two rabbits, a buck and a doe; and, 
before we failed, we were told, that young ones 
had been already prodl1ced. If [he cattle [lIC

ceed, of which I make no doubt, it will be a 
vaft acquifition to there iilands; and,· as Ton-

V o!. I A a gataboo 
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'777. gataboo is a fine level country, the horfes cannot 
July. but be ufeful. 
~f On the loth, at eight o'clock in the morning, 
I hur • ,G. . h d' h ft d I we weIghed ane or, an wit a ea y ga e at 

South Ea!l:, turned through the channel, between 
the fmall il1es called Makkahaa and Monooafai; it 
being much wider than the channel between the 
laft mentioned ifland and Pangimodoo. The flood 
fet ftrong in our favour, till we were the length of 
the channel leading up to the lagoon, where the 
flood from the Eaftwa(d meets that from the Weft. 
This, together with the indraught of the lagoon, 
and of the fuoals before it, caufeth ftrong riplings 
and whirlpools. To add to thefe dangers, the 
depth of water in the channel exceeds the length 
of a cable; fo that there is no anchorage, except 
clofe to the rocks, where we met with forty and 
forty-five fathoms, over a bottom of dark fand. 
Eut then, here, a fuip would be expofed to the 
whirlpools. This fruftrated the delign which I had 
formed, of coming to an anchor, as foon as we 
were through the narrows, and of making an ex
cur lion to fee the funeral. I chofe rather to lofe 
that ceremony, than to leave the fuips in a fituation, 
in which I did not tbink them fafe. vVe continued 
to ply °to windward, between the two tides, with
out eitber gaining or lofing an inch, til! near high 
water, when, by a favourable flant, we got into 
the Eaftern tide's influence. We expeCted, there, 
to find the ebb to run ftrong to the Eaftward in our 
favour; but it proved fo inconliderable, that at 
any other time, it would not have been noti~ed. 
This informed us, that moft of the water, which 
flows into the lagoon, comes from the North 
~eft, and returns the fame way. About five 
III the afternoon, finding that we could not get 
to rea before it was dark, I came to an anchor. 

under 
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under the fuore of Tongataboo, in forty-five fa- '?77. 
thorns water; and about two cables length from ~ 
the reef, that runs along that fide of the ifland. 
The Difcovery dropped anchor under our ftern; 
but before the anchor took hold, !he drove off the 
bank, and did not recover it till after midnight. 

We remained at this ftation, till eleven o'clock, Friday II~ 
the next day, when we weighed, and plyed to the 
Eaftward. But it was ten at night, before we wea-
thered the Eaft end of the ifland, and were enabled 
to ftretch away for Middleburg, or Eooa (as it is 
called by the inhabitants), where we anchored, at 
eight o'clock the next morning, in forty fathoms Satur. I~, 
water, over a bottom of fand, interfperfed with 
coral rocks; the extremes of the il1and extending, 
from North, 40° Eaft, to South, 2Zo Weft; the 
high land of Eooa, South, 45° Eaft; and Tonga-
taboo, from North, 70° Weft, to North, J 9° 
Weft; diftant about half a mile from the !hore; 
being nearly the fame place where I had my ftation 
in J 773, and then named by me, EngliJh Road. 

We had no fooner anchoced, than Taoofa the 
Chief, and feveral other natives, vifited uson board, 
and feemed to rejoice much at om arrival. This 
Taoofa" had been my 'Tayo, when I was here, 
during my laft voyage; confequently, we were not 
ftrangers to each other. In a I1ttle time, I went 
afuore with him, in fearch of fre!h water; the pro
curing of which, was the chief object that brought 
me to Eooa. I had been told, at Tongataboo, that 
there was here a aream, running from the hills in
to the fea; but this was not the cafe now.' I was 
'rft conducted to a bracki!h [pring, between low 
and high water mark, amongft rocks, in the cove 

;;; In the account of Captain Cook's former Vopl:e, he calls 
the only Chief he then met with, at Ihis pla~e. Tzoony. See 
Yol. i. p. '92, 

where 
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'777. where we landed, and where no c·ae would ever 
July. have thought of looking for wha,t we, wan,ted. 

0....-.,--1 However, I believe, the water of thIs Cprmg mlgh;t 
be good, were it poffible to take it up, ,before !he 
tide !Dixes with it. Finding that we dId not !Ike 
this, ollr friends took us a little way into the 
ifland; where in a deep chafm, we found very 
good water ~ which, at the expenee of fome time 
and trouble, might be conveyed down to the /hore, 
by means of fpouts or troughs, that could be 
made with plantain leaves, and the ftem of the 
tree. But, rather than to undertake that tedious 
talk, I reColved to reft contented with the fupply 
the /hips had got at Tongataboo. 

Before I returned on board, I fet on foot a trade 
for hogs and yams. Of the former, we could pro
cure but few; but, of the latter, plenty, I put 
a/hore, at this iiland, the ram and two ewes, of 
the Cape of Good Hope breed. of /heep; intruft
ing them to the care of Taoofa, who feemed proud 
of his charge. It was fortunate, perhaps, that 
Mareewagee, to whom I had given them, as be
fore-mentioned, flighted the prefent. Eooa, not 
having, as yet, got any dogs upon it. feems to 
be a properer place than Tongataboo for the rear
ing of flleep. 

As we lay at anchor, this ifland bore a very 
different afpect from any we had lately Ceen, and 
formed a moft beautiful landfcape, It is high
er than any we had pa{fed, fince leaving New Zea
land (as Kao may juftly be reckoned an immenfe 
rock), and from its top, which is almoft flat de
clines very gently toward the fea. As the ~ther 
iOes, of this clufter, are level, the eye can difco
ver nothing but the trees that cover them· but here 
the land, rifing gently upward, prefenr's us with 
an ex.renfive proCpect, where groves of trees are 
only mterfperfed at irregular diftances, in beau-

tiful 
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tiful diforder, and the Teft covered with gralS. 177'J. 
Near the fhore, again, it is quite fhaded with July. 

various trees, amongft which are the habitations "-v-J 
of the natives; and to the right of our ftation, 
was one of the moft extenfive groves of cocoa-
palms we had ever feen. . . 

The 13th, in the afternoon, a party of us made Sunday t3. 
an excurfion to the high eft part of the ifland, which 
was a little to the right of our fhips, in order to 
have a full view of the country. About half way 
up, we croffed a deep valley, the bottom and fides 
of which, though compored of hardly any thing 
~ut coral rock, were clothed with trees. Vie were 
now about two or three hundred feet above the le-
vel of the fea, and yet, even here, the coral was 
perforated into all the holes and inequalities, which 
ufually diverfify the furface of this fubftance with-
in the reach of the tide. Indeed, we found the 
fame coral, till we began to approach the fum-
mits of the higheft hills; and, it was remarka-
ble, that thefe were chiefly compored of a yel-
lowifh, foft, fandy fione. The foil, there, is, in 
general, a reddifh clay; which, in many places, 
feemed to be very deep. On the moft elevated 
part of the whole ifland, we found a round plat-
farm, or mount of earth, fupponed by a wall of 
coral ftones; to bring which, to fuch a height, 
muft have coft much labour. Our guides told us, 
that this mount had been erected by order of their 
Chief; and that they, fometimes, met there to drink 
kava. They called it Etchee; by which name, an 
erection, which we had feen at Tongataboo, as 
already mentioned, was diftingllitbed. Not many 
paces from it, was a fpring of excellent water; 
and, about a mile lower down, a running ftream, 
which, we were told, found its way to the fea, 
when the rains were copious. "\Ve ;:l1o met with 

wattr, 
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'7". water, in many little holes; and, no doubt, great 
July. plenty might be found, by digging. 

'-"v--' From the elevation, to which we Had afcended, 
we had a full view of the whole ifland, except a 
part of the South point. The South Eaft fide. 
from which the higheft hills, we were now upon. 
are not far diftant, rifes with very great inequalities, 
immediately from the fea; fo that the plains and 
meadows, of whi"ch there are here fome of great 
extent, lie all on the North Weft fide; and, as 
they are adorned with tufts of trees, intermixed 
with plantations, they form a very beautiful land
fcape, in every point of view. While I was fur
veying this delightful profpeCt, I could not help 
flattering myfelf with the pleafing idea, that (orne 
future navigator may, from the fame ftation, be
hold thefe meadows ftocked with cattle, brought to 
thefe ii1ands by the Chips of England; and that the 
completion of this fingle benevolent purpofe, inde
pendently of all other confiderations, would fuffici
ently mark to pofterity, that our voyages had not 
been ufelefs to {he general interefts of humanity. 
Betides the plants common on {he other neighbour
ing ii1ands, we found, on the height, a fpecies of 
acrojlicllm, melajioma, and fern tree; with a few 
0ther ferns and plants, not common lower down. 

Our guides informed us, that all, or moft of the 
land, on this ii1and, belonged to the great Chiefs 
of Tongataboo; and that the inhabitants were on
ly tenants, or vaifals, to them. Indeed, this feem
ed to be t{]e cafe at all the other neighbouring 
li1es, except Annamooka, where there were fome 
Chiefs, who feemed to act with fome kind of inde
pendence. Omai, who was a great favourite with 
Feenou, and the{e people in general, was tempted 

with 
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with the offer of being made Chief of this ifland, 1777. 

if he would have ftaid amongft them; and it is ~ 
not clear to me, that he would not have been glad 
t? ftay, if the fcheme had met with my approba-
tion. I own, I did difapprove of it; but not be-
cauCe I thought that Omai would do better for him-
[elf in his own native ifle. 

On returning from my country expedition, we 
were informed that a party of the natives had, in 
the circle where our people traded, ftruck one of 
their own countrymen with a club, which laid 
bare, or, as others faid, fractured his {kull, and then 
broke his thigh with the fame; when our men in
terpoCed. He had no figns of life, when carried 
to a neighbouring houCe; but afterward recovered 
a little. On my afking the reafon of fa fevere a 
treatment, we were informed, that he had been dif
covered in a fituation rather indelicate, with a wo
man who was taboo' d. We, however, under!l:ood, 
tPlat {he was no otherwife taboo'd, than by belong
ing to another perfon, and rather fuperior in rank 
to her gallant. From this circumftance, we had 
an opportunity of obferving, h,ow thefe people 
treat fuch infidelities. But the female finner has, 
by far, the fmaller {hare of punifhment for her mif
demeanor; as they told us, that {he would only 
receive a flight beating. 

The next morning, I planted a pil"\e-apple, Mond. [4. 

and fowed the feeds of melons, and otlier vege-
tables in the Chief's plantation. I had fome 
encouragement, indeed, to flatter myfelf, that 
my endeavours of this kind would not be fruit-
lefs; for, this day, there was ferved up at my din-
ner, a difh of turnip.,. being the produce of the 
teeds I had left here during my lall voyage. 

I had 
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J777. 1 had fixed upon the 15th for failing, till TaO?ra 
July. preffed me to fiay a day or two longer, to receive 

-v--J a prefent he had prepared for me. This reafon, 
ruefd. JS· and the daily expeCtation. of feeing fame of our 

friends from Tongataboo, mduced me to defer my 
departure. . ' , 

Wedn. J6. Accordingly, the next day, I received the Chief s 
prefent; confifiing of two fmall heaps of yams, 
and fame fruit, which {eemed to be colleCted by a 
kind of contribution, as at the other iiles. On this 
occalion, moft of the people of the ifland had ar
fembled at the place; and, as we had experienced 
on fuch numerous meetings amongft their neigh
bours, gave us not a little trouble to prevent them 
from pilfering whatever they could lay their hands 
tlpon. We were entertained with cudgelling, 
wrefiling, and boxing-matches; and in the latter, 
both male and female combatants exhibited. It 
wlas intended to have finilbed the {hew with the 
bo'mai, or night-dance; but an accident either put 
a total fiop to it, or, at leafi, prevented any of us 
from {hying albore to fee it. One of my people, 
walking a very.little way, was fllrrounded by 
twenty or thirty of the natives, who knocked him 
down, and firipped him of every thing he had all 
his back. On hearing of this, I immediately feiz
ed two canoes, and a large hog; and inlified on 
Taoofa's caufing the clothes to be refiored, aHd 
on the offenders being ddivered up to me. The 
Chief feemed much concerned at what had hap
IJened; and fort,hwith, took the neceffary fieps to 
jatlofy me. ThIS affair fa alarmed the afiembled 
peopl~, that mofi of them fled. However, when 
they luund that J took no "ther mea[ures to re
venge the inflllt, they returned. It was not long 
before one of, the offend<:rs was delivered up to 

me, and a Iblrt and a paIr of trow[ers refiored. 
The 
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The remainder of the frolen goods not coming in ,,,,. 
before night, I was under the necefiity of leaving July. 
them to go aboard; for the Cea run [0 high, that it '--v--I 
was with the greaten difficulty the boats could get 
out of the creek with day-light, much lefs in the 
dark. 

The next morning, I landed again, having pro- Thurf. 17. 
vided myCeif with a pre[ent for Taoofa, in return 
for what he had given me. As it was early, there 
were but few people at the landing-place, and thoCe 
few not without their fears. But on my defiring 
Omai to affure them, that we meant no harm; 
and, in confirmation of this affurance, having re-
flared the canoes, and releaCed the offender, whom 
they had delivered up to me, they reCumed their 
u[ual gaiety; and, prefently, a large circle was 
formed, in which the Chief, and all the principal 
men of the ifiand, took their places. The re
mainder of the clothes were now brought in > 
but, as they had been torn off the man's bacl~'-
by pieces, they were not worth carrying on 
board. Taoo(a, on receiving my prefenr, fhared 
it with three or four olher Chiefs, keeping only 
a [mall part for himCeif. This prefent exceeded 
their expeCtation fa greatly, that one of the Chiefs, 
a venerable old man, told me, that they did not 
deferve it, confidering how little they had given 
to me, and the ill treatment one of my people 
had met with. I remained with them, till they 
had finifhed their bowl of kava; and having 
then paid for the hog, which 1 had taken the 
day before, returned on board, with Taoofa, and 
one of POllJaho's fervants, by whom I fent, as 
a parting mark of my efi~em and. regard for 
that Chief, a piece of bar Iron; belDg as valu-
~ble a preCent as any I could make to hIm. 

Soon 
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Soon after, we weighed, and with a light 
~7~ d 
July. breeze at South Eaft, ftood out to fea ; an then 

'--v--I Taoofa and a few other natives, that were in 
the fhip, left us. On heaving up the anchor, 
we found, that the cable had fuffered confiderably 
by the rocks· fo that the bottom, in this road, is 
not to be d~pended upon. Befides this, we ex
perienced, that a prodigious fwell rolls in there 
from the South VI eft. 

We had not been long under fail, before we 
obferved a failing canoe coming from Tongataboo, 
and entering the creek before which we had an
chored. Some hours after, a fmall canoe, con· 
ducted by four men, came off to us. For, as we 
had but little wind, we were, ftill, at no great dif
tance from the land. Thefe men told us, that the 
failing canoe, which we had feen arrive from 
Tongataboo, had brought orders to the people of 
Eooa, to furnifh us with a certain number of 
hogs; and that, in two days, the king, and other 
Chiefs, would be with us. They, therefore, de· 
fired we would return to our former ftation. 
There was no reafon to doubt the truth of what 
thefe men told us. Two of them had actually 
come from Tongataboo, in the failing canoe; and 
they had no view in coming off to us, but to give 
this intelligence. However, as we were now clear of 
the land, it was not a fufficient inducement to bring 
me back; efpecially as we had, already, on board, 
a. ~ock of frefh provifions, fufficient, in all proba
bIlity, to laft dUring our pafTage to Otaheite. Be. 
fides Taoofa's prefent, we had got a good quantity 
of. yams at Eooa, in exchange chiefly for fmall 
~aIls. Our fllpply of hogs was alfo confiderably 
lncreafed there; though, doubtlefs, we fhould have 
got many more, if the Chiefs of Tonaataboo had 
been with us, whofe property they ~oftly were. 

At 
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At the approach of night, thefe men, finding that 1m. 
we would not return, left us; as alfo fame others, Jwly. 

who had come off in two canoes, with a few co- "-v--J 
eoa-nuts, and {haddocks, to exchange them for 
what they could get; the eagernefs of thefe peo-
ple to get into their poffellion more of our com
modities, inducing them to follow the {hips out to 
rea, and to continue their intercourfe with us to 
the laft moment. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. X. 

Advantages derived from vijiting the Friendly 
Jjlands. - Bej1 Articles for 'l'raiJic. - RefreJh
menU that may be procured. - the Number of 
the Jjlands, and their Names. - Keppel's and 
Bo/cawen's 1jlands belong to them.-Account of 
Favaoo-of Halnoa-of Feejee.-Foyages of the 
Natives in their Canoes.-Diificulty of procur
ing exaEl Illformation. - Perfons of the Inhabi
tants of both Sexes.-<fheir Colour.-Difeafts.
Their gelleral CharaEler. - Manner of wearing 
their Hair-of punEluring their Bodies.-<fheir 
Clothing and Ornaments.-Perjonal Cleanlinefs. 

1777· T H U S we took leave of the Friendly It1ands, 
~ and their inhabitants, a~ter a ft~y of. between 
, two and three months; durtng whIch time, we 

lived together in the moft cordial friendlbip. 
Some accidental differences, it is true, now and 
then happened, owing to their great propenfity to 
thieving; but, too often, encouraged by the ne
gligence of our own people. But thefe differences 
were never attended with any fatal confequences; 
to prevent which, all my meafures were directed; 
and, I believe, few, on board our fhips, left our" 
friends here without fome regret. The time, em
ployed amongft them, was not thrown away. We 
eXl?end:d very little of our rea provifions; Cub
filling, III general, upon the produce of the iflands 
while we ftaid; and carrying away with us : 

quantity 
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quantity of refrefhments fufficient to laft till our ,,,,. 
arrival at another ftation, where we could depend ~ 
upon a frefh fupply. I was not forry, betides, to 
have had an opportunity of bettering the condition 
of thefe good people, by leaving the ufeful animals, 
~efore.mentioned, among them; and, at the fame 
time, thofe detigned for Otaheite, received frefh 
ftrength in the paftures of Tongataboo. Upon 
the whole, therefore, the advantages we received, 
by touching here, were very great; and I had the 
additional fatisfaction to reflect, that they were 
received, without retarding, one moment, the pro
fecution of the great object of our voyage; the 
feafon, for proceeding to the North, being, as has 
been already obferved, loft, before I took the refo-
lution of bearing away for thefe iOands. 

But, betides the immediate advantages, wbich 
both the natives of the Friendly IfIands, and our
felves, received by this vitit, future navigators from 
Europe, if any fuch lliould ever tread our fteps, 
will profit by the knowledge I acquired of the geo
graphy of this part of the Paci£c Ocean; and the 
more philofophical reader, who loves to view human 
nature in new fituations, and to fpeculate on fingu
lar, but faithful reprefentations of the perfons, the 
cuftoms, the arts, the religion, the government, 
and the language of uncultivated man, in remote 
and frelli difcovered quarters of the globe, will, 
perhaps, find matter of amufement, if not of in
ftruction, in the information which I have been en
abled to convey to him, concerning the inhabit~nts 
of this Archipelago. I lliall fufpend my narrative, 
of the progrefs of the voyage, while I faithfully 
relate what I had opportunities of collecting on 
thefe feveral topics. 

We found, by our eXl:erience, tha.t the beft a.r
tides for traffic, at thefe IOanc\s, are Iron tools In 

general. Axes and hatcbets; naiLs, from thelargeft 
I (pike 
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'717. fpike down to tenpenny ones; rafps; files; and 
July. knives, are much fought after. Red ~Ioth; and 

'--v-J linen, both white and coloured; 100kmg.glaifClS, 
and beads, are alfo in eftimation; but of the latter, 
thofe that are blue, are preferred to all others; 
and white ones are thought the leaft valu,able. A 
firing of large blue beads would, at any time, pur
chafe a hog. But it muft be obferved, that. fuch 
articles as are merely ornaments, may be highly 
efieemed at one time, and not fo at another. When 
we firft arrived at Annamooka, the people there 
would hardly take them in exchange even for fruit; 
but when Feenou came, this great man fet the 
fa!hion, and brought them into vogue, till they rofe 
in their value to what I have juft mentioned. 

In return for the favourite commodities which I 
have enumerated, all the refre!hments may be pro
cured that the iilands produce. Thefe are, hogs, 
fowls, fi!h, yams, bread-fruit, plantains, cocoa
nuts, fugar-cane, and, in general, every fuch fup
ply as can be met with at Otaheite, or any of 
the Society Iilands. The yams of the Friendly 
iilands are excellent, and, when grown to perfec
tion, keep very well at fea. But their pork, bread
fruit, and plantains, thQugh far from defpicable, 
are, neveithelefs, much inferior in quality to the 
fame articles at Otaheite, and in its neighbourhood. 

Good water, which !hips, on long voyages, ftand 
fo much in need of, is fcarce at thefe il1ands. It 
may be found, it is true, on them all; but, il:iII, 
either in too inconfiderable quantities, or in fitu
ations too inconvenient, to ferve the purpofes of 
navigat~rs. However,. as the iilands afford plenty 
of provlfions, and particularly of cocoa-nuts, !hips 
may make a tolerable fhift with fuch water as is to 
be got; and if one is not over-nice; there wiJJ be 
no want. While we lay at anchor, under Kotoo, 
on ~r retum from Hapaee, (gme people, from 

Kao, 
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Kao, informed us, that there was a l1:ream of wa· '777. 
ter there, which, pouring down from the mountain, July., 
runs into the fea, on the South Weft fide of the "-v--J 
ifland; that is, on the fide that faces Toofoa, another 
if1and remarkable for its height, as alfo for having 
a confiderable volcano in it, which, as has been al-
ready mentioned, burnt violently all the time that 
we were in its neighbourhood. It may be worth 
while for future navigators, to attend to this intel· 
ligence about the ftream of water at Kao; efpeci. 
ally as we learned that there was anchorage on 
that part of the coaft. The black ftone, of which 
the natives of the Friendly If1ands make their 
hatchets, and other tools, we were informed, is the 
produCtion of Toofoa. 

Under the denomination of Friendly If1ands, we 
muft include, not only the group at Hapaee, which 
I vifited, but alfo all tbofe iflands, tbat have 
been difcovered nearly under the fame meridian, 
to the North, as well as fome others that have ne
ver been [een, hitherto, by any European naviga
tors; but are under the dominion of Tongataboo. 
which, though not the largeft, is tbe capital, and 
feat of government. 

According to the information that we received 
there, this Archipelago is very extenfive. Above 
one hundred and fifty if1ands were reckoned up to 
us by the natives, who made ufe of bits of leaves 
to afcertain their number; and Mr. Anderfon, with 
his ufual diligence, even procured all their name~. 
Fifteen of them are faid to be high, or hilly, 
fuch as TOQfoa, and Eooa; and thirty-five of 
them large. Of thefe, only three were feen this 
voyage; Hapaee (which is confidered by the na
tives as one if1and), Tongataboo, and Eooa: of the 
fize of the unexplored thirty-two, nothing more 
can be mentioned, but that they muft be all 

larger 



A VOYAGE TO 

1717. larger than Annamooka; with thore, from whom 
July. we had onr information, ranked amongll: the 

'--v-J fmaller if1es. Some, or indeed feveral, of this 
latter denomination, are mere fpots, without 
inhabitants. Sixty-one of there if1ands have 
their proper places and names marked upon our 
chart of the Friendly Wands, and upon the fketch 
of the harbour of Tongataboo, to both which I 
refer the reader. But it mull: be left to futur.e 
navigators, to introduce into the geography of 
this part of the South Pacific Ocean, the exact 
fituation and fize of near a hundred more if1ands 
in this neighbourhood, which we had not an op
portunity to explore; and whore exill:ence we 
only learnt from the tell:imony of our friends, 
as above-mentioned. On their authority, the fol
lowing Iill: of them was made; and it may ferve 
as a ground-work for farther inveftigation. 

Names oJ the Friendly Jjlands, and others, in that 
Neighbourhood, mentiQncd by the Inhabitants ~ 
Annamooka, Hapaee, and 1'ongataboo •. 

Komooefeeva, Noogoofaeecu, Novababoo, 
Kollalona, Koreemou, Golabbe, 
Felongaboonga, Failemaia, Vagaeetoo. 
Kovereetoa, Koweeka, Gowakka, 
Fonogooeatta, Konookoonama, Goofoo, 
Modooanoogoo Koaonoogoo, Mafanna, 

noogoo, Geenageena, KoIloooa, 
Tongooa, Kowourogoheefo, Tabanna, 
Koaaa, Kottejeea, Motooha, 
Fonooa eeka, Kokabba, LQoakabba, 
17a7)aoo, Boloa, ToofanaetoIlo, 

'" !~ofe .iflan~s. wh~ch the natives reprefentecl as lar£e ones 
are cliftin&ui1hed 1II l;ahto. _ • 

Koloa, 
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Koloa, Toofagga, Toofanaelaa, 
Fafeene, Loogoobahanga, Kogoopoloo, 
Taoonga, Taoola, Havaeeeeke, 
Kobakeemotoo, Maneeneeta, <rootooee/a, 
Kongahoonoho, Fonooaooma, Manooka, 
Komalla, Fonooonneonne, LeJhainga, 
Konoababoo, Wegaffa, Pappataia, 
Konnetalle, Fooamotoo, Loubatta, 
Komongoraffa, Fonooalaiee, 0100, 
Kotoolooa, Tattahoi, <rakounove, 
Kologobeele, Laue, Kopaoo, 
Kollokolahee, Neuafo, Kovooeea, 
Matageefaia, Fedee, Kongaireekee, 
Mallajee, Oawaia, <raleedaowaia, 
Mallalahee, Kongaiarahoi, Hamoa, 
Gonoogoolaiee, Kotoobooo, NeeootahootaholJ, 
Toonabai, Komotte, Fotoona, 
Konnevy, KomlJarra, VytoohlJo, 
Konnevao, Kolaiva, Lotooma, 
Moggodoo, Kofoona, <roggelao, 
Looamoggo, KOllnagillelaivoo, <ralava. 

I have not the leaft doubt, that Prince Wil
liam's mands, difcovered, and fo named by Taf
man, are included in the foregoing lift. For 
while we lay at Hapaee, one of the natives told 
me, that, three or four days fail from thence, 
to the North Weft, there was a clufter of fmall 
iOands, confifting of upward of forty. This fi
tuation correfponds very well with that affigned, 
in the accounts we have of Tarman's voyage, to 
his Prince William's Iflands "'. 

We 

.. Tafman faw eighteen or twenty of there fmall iOands, 
everyone of which was furrounded with fands, Ihoals •. an~ 
rocks. They -are alfo called, in fome charts, Heemjlark s 
Banks. See Dalrymple' •. ColleCtion of Voyages to the South 
'VOL, I.' , a lj Pacific 

'777· 
July. 
~ 
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'777. We have a1fo very good authority to believe, 
July. that Keppel's and Bofcawen's IIlands, two of Cap-

'--y--J tain Wallis's difcoveries in 1765, are comprehend~ 
ed in our lift ; and that they are not only well 
known to thefe people, but are under the fame 
fovereign. The following information feemed to 
me decilive as to this. Upon my inquiring, one 
day, of Poulaho the king, in wh~t manner the 
inhabitants of Tongataboo had acqUIred the know
ledge of iron, and from what quarter they had 
procured a fmall iron tool, which I had feen 
amongft them, when I firft vifited their ifland, 
during my former voyage, he informed me, that 
they had received this iron from an ifland, which 
he called Neeootabootaboo. Carrying my inqui
ries further, 1 then defired to know, whether he 
had ever been informed, from whom the people of 
Neeootabootaboo had got it. I found him per~ 
fealy acquainted with its hiftory. He faid, that 
one of thofe iflanders fold a club, for five nails, to 
a fhip which had touched there; and that thefe 
five nails afterward were fent to Tongataboo. He 
added that this was the firft iron known amongll: 
them; fo that, what Tafman left of that metal, 
mull: have been worn out, and forgot long ago. 
I was very particular in my inquiries about the fi
tuation, fize, and form of the ifland; expreiling 
my de fire to know when this fhip had touched 
there; how long fhe ftaid; and whether any more 
were in company. The leading faas appeared to 
be frefh in his memory. He faid, that there was 
but one fhip; that fhe did not come to an anchor 
but left the iiland after her boat had been on fhore: 
~nd fro.m many circumftances, which he men
tioned, It could not be many years fince this had 

~"~ific OCt.an, Vol. ii. p. 83.; and Campbell's edition of Har~ 
rlS S, Vol. I. p. 32S. 

happened. 
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happened. According to his information, there '777. 
are two iflands near each other, which he him- July. 

felf had been. at. The one he defcribed as high, '--v--J 
and peaked like Kao, and he called it Kl)olahee; the 
other, where the people of the /hi p landed, called 
Neeootabootaboo, he reprdented as much lower. 
He added, that the natives of b,nh are the fame 
fort of people with thofe of Tongataboo; built 
their canoes in the fame manner; 'that their iflands 
had hogs and fowls; and, in general, the fame ve-
getable produCtions. The /hip, fo pointedly reo 
ferred to, in this converiiltion, could be no OlheI 
than the Dolphin; the only fingle /hip from Eu-
rope, as far as we have ever learned, that had 
touched, of late years, at any ifland in this part of 
the Pacific Ocean, prior to my former vifit to the 
FJ iendly Iflands *. 

But the moO: conliderable iflands in this neigh
bourhood, that we now heard of (and we heard 
a great deal about them), are Namoa, Vavaoo, and 
Feejee. Each of thefe was reprefented to us as 
larger than Tongataboo. No European, that we 
know of, has, as yet, feen anyone of them. Tal
man, indeed, lays down in his chart, an ifland 
nearly in the litua!ion where I fllppofe Vavaoo to 
be; that is, about the latitude of 19° t. BLlt, then, 

that 

* See Captain Wallis's Voyage, in Hawkefworth's C<>lleClion, 
Vol. i. p. 492-494. Captain Wallis there calls both thefe iflands 
/zig" ones. But the fuperior height.of one of them may be ill._ 
{erred, from his faying, that it appears like aJugar-ioaf. ThIS 
ftrongly marks its refemblance to Kao. From comparing Pou
laho's intelli&ence to Captain Cook, with Captain Wallis's ac_ 
count, it feems to be paft all doubt, that Bofcawen's IHand is our 
Kootahee, and Keppel's Ifland our Neeootabuotaboo. The laft 
is one of the large lflands marked in the forego:ng lift. The 
reader, who has been already apprized of the variations of oar 
reople in writing down what the natives pronounced, will hardly 
doubt that Kottejeea and K00tahee are the fame. 

+ Neither Dalrymple nor Campbell, in their accounts of Taf
man's voyage, take any particular notice of his h'lving feen fuch 

B b ~ an 
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that iOand is there marked as a very fmall one; 
1777· • ft· 
July. whereas Vavaoo, according to theumted te Imo-

"-v--Jny of all our friends at Tongataboo, exceeds the 
fize of their own ifland, and has high mountains. I 
Ibould certainly have vilited it; and have accom
panied Feenou from Hapaee,. if ~e had not t~en 
difcouraged me, by reprefentmg It to be very In

conliderable, and without any harbour. But Pou
lahl'>, the king, afterward atTured [me, that it was 
a large ifland; and tbat it not only produced every 
thing in common with Tongataboo, but had the 
peculiar advantage of potTeiling feveral ftreams of 
frelb water, with as good a harbour as that which 
we found at his capital ifland. He offered to at
tend me, if I would vilit it; adding, that, if I did 
not find every thing agreeing with his reprefentati
on, I might kill him. I had not the leaft doubt of 
the truth of his intelligence; and was fatisfied 
that Feenoll, from rome interefted view, attempted 

-to decei ve me. . 
Hamoa, which is al[o under the dominion of Ton

gataboo, lies two days fail North Weft from Va
vaoo. It was defcribed to me, as the largeft of all 
their iflands, as affording harbours and good wa
ter; and as producing, in abundance, every article 
of refrelbment found at the places we vilited. Pou
laho, himfelf, frequently relides there. It Ibould 
feem, that the people of this ifland are in high efti
mation at Tongataboo; for we were told that fame 
of the fongs and dances, with which we were enter
tained had been copied from theirs; and we faw 
fome houfes, faid to be built after their falbion. 
Mr. Anderfon, always inquilitive about fuch matters, 

an ifland. The chart here referred to, by Captain Cook is pro
bably, l";lr. Dalrrmple's, in his Collection of Voyage;, ';"here 
Tarman strack '". marked :,ccurately; and feveral very fmall 
fpots ef land are laId down III the fituation here mentioned. 

learnt-
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learnt the three following words of the dialeCt of ]'177. 
Hamoa. July. 

Tatnoiao *, a chief man. '--v--J 
Tamaety, a chief woman. 
Solie, a common man. 

Feejee, 

• In two or three preceding notes, extracts have been made 
from the Lettres Edifiantcs & CurieuJes, as marking a ftrong re
femblance between fome of the culloms of the inhabitants of the 
r.aroline Wands, and thofe which Captain Cook defcribes as pre_ 
,·ailing at an immenfe dillance in the iIIands which he vifited in 
the South Paci!ic Ocean. Poffibly, howeve.r, the prefumption, 
arlfing from th'~ refembl:U1ce, that all t!'efe Iflands were peopled 
by the fame natlol!, or tflbe, may be rehlled, under the plautible 
pretence, that cu!toms very fimilar prevail amongll very diftant 
people, without inferring any other common fource, befides the 
general principles of human nature, the fame in all ages, and 
every part of the globe. The reader, perhaps, will not think 
this pretence applicable to the matter before us, if he attends to 
the following very obvious diftincti~n: Thofe culloms which 
have their foundation in wants that are common to the whole hu
man fpecies, and which are confined to the contrivance of means 
tG relieve tbofe wants, may well be fuppofed to bear a ftrong re
femblance, without warranting the cOl1cluflOn, that they who ufe 
them have copied each other, or have derived them from one 
common fouree; human fagacity being the fame every where 
and the means adapted to the relief of any particular naturai 
want, efpecially in countries flmilarly uncultivated, being but 
few. Thus the moll dillant tribes, as widely feparated as Terra 
del Fuego is from the iflands Eall of Kamtfchatka, may, both 
ef them, produce their fire, by ruhbing two Ilicks upon each 
other, without giving us the leaft foundation for fuppofing, that 
either of them imitated the other, or derived the invention from 
a fource of inftructioll common to both. But this feems not to 
be the cafe, with regard to thofe culloms to which no general 
principle of human nature has gh:en birth, and which have their 
eftablilbment folely from the endlefs varieties of local whim, and 
national falbion. Of this latter kind, thofe cuftoms obvioufly 
:are, that belong both to the North, and to the South Pacific 
Iflands, from which, we would infer, that they were originally 
one nation; and the men of Mangeea, and the men of the New 
Philippines, who pay their refpects to a perf on whom they mean 
to honour by rubbing his hand over their faces, bid fair to have 
learnt their mode of falutation ill the fame fchool. But if this ob
fervation Ibould not have removed the doubts of the fceptical refi
"~ probably he will hardly venture to perfit~ in denying the 
identity of race, contended for in the prefent 1l.1~allce, when he 
!ball obferve, that, to the proof drawn from affinIty. of culloms, 
we have it in our power to add that mon unexceptIOnable 01l~. 
drawn from affinity of language. 'Tamoloa, we now know, IS 

the 
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1777. Feejee, as we were told, lies three days fail from 
July. Tongataboo, in the direCtion of No:th Weft by 

'--v--' Weft. It VIas defcribed to us as a hIgh, but very 
fruitful ifl.and; abounding with hogs, dogs, fowls, 
and all the kinds of fruit and roots that are found 
in any of the others; and as much larger than Ton
gataboo; to the dominion of which, as was repre
fen ted to us, it is not fubjeCt, as the other if1ands 
of this archipelago are. On the contrary, Feejee 
and Tongataboo frequently make war upon each 
other. And it appeared, from feveral circumftances, 
that the inhabitants of the latter are much afraid 
of this enemy. They ufed to exprefs their fenfe of 
their own inferiority to the Feejee men, by bend
ing the body forward, and covering the face with 
their hands. And it is no wonder, that they Ihould 
be under this dread; for thofe of Feejee are formi
dable on account of the dexterity with which they 
ufe their bows and flings; but much more fo, on 
account of the favage praCtice to which they are ad
diCted, like thofe of New Zealand, of eating their 
enemies, whom they kill in battle. We were fatif
fied, that this was not a mifreprefentation. For we 
met with (everlll Feejee people at Tongataboo, and, 
on inquiring of them, they did not deny the charge. 

Now, that I am again led to fpeak of cannibals, 
let me afk thole who maintain, that the want of 

the ,,:ord ufe<1 at Hamoa, one .of the Friendly Illands, to lignify 
a ChIef;. and whoever .Iu,?ks mto the Lettr" Edifiantes <5 Curi
tufes, WIll fee, that thIS IS the very name by which the inhabi
tants .of the Caroli,;e lf1ands~ifiinguifh their principal men. We 
hav~ III two precedmg note., mfer~ed pa/fages from Father Can
tova s account of them, where their .TamoJ~s are fpoken of; and 
he repeats the word at leaft a dozen urnes, In the coune of a few 
pages. Bllt I cannot. avoid tran,rcribing, from him, the follow_ 
mg very dec,f,ve telhmony, whIch renders allY other quotation 
~~pp.rfluous. "~'autoritie du Gouvernement fe partage e~re 
• pluGeurs f~mllles noble., dOllt les. Chefs s'appellent 'Tamrl ... 

II y a outre eela, dans ehaque ~rovmce, un principale 'Tamole 
'1 auquel tous les autre~ font fournls:~ , 

Let/res Edifiantes <5 CUrieufis, Tom. xv. p. 3 12. 

food 
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food firll: brings men to feed on human flefh, What 1777. 
is it that induceth the Feejee people to keep it up, July. 

in the midll: of plenty? This practice is detell:ed, "-.r-J 
very much, by thofe of Tongataboo, who culti-
vat~ the friendfhip of their favage neighbours of 
FeeJee, apparently out of fear; though they fome-
times venture to ikirmilh with them, on their own 
ground; and carry off red feathers, as their booty, 
which are in great plenty there, and, as has been 
frequently mentioned, are in great ell:imation 
amongft our Friendly lflanders. When the two 
iflands are at peace, the intercourfe between them 
feems to be pretty frequent; though they have, 
doubtle[s, been but lately known to each other; or 
we may fuppofe, that Tongataboo, and its adjoin-
ing iflands, would have been fupplied, before this, 
with a breed of dogs, which abound at Feejee, and 
had not been introduced at Tongataboo, fo late as 
177 3, when I firll: vilited it. The natives of Fee-
jee, whom we met with here, were of a colour that 
was a fulllbade darker, than that of the inhabitants 
of the Friendly Wands in general. One of them 
had his left hr flit, and the lobe was fo dill:ended, 
that it almoll: reached his fhoulder; which fingula-
rity I had met with at other iilands of the South 
Sea, during my [econd voyage. It appeared to me, 
that the Feejee men, whom we now raw, were 
much refpected here; not only, perhaps, from the 
power, and cruel manner of their nation's going to 
war, but, alfo, from their ingenuity_ For they 
[eem to excel the inhabitants of Tongataboo in that 
refpect, if we might judge from feveral fpecimens 
of their ikill in workmanlbip, which we faw; fuch 
as clubs and [pears, which were carved in a very 
mafterly manner; cloth beautifully chequered; 
variegated mats; earthen pots; and .r0~e .other 
articles; all which had a call: of fupenonty In the 
execution. 

I have 
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I have mentioned, that Feeiee lies three days (ail I",. ~ r I h July. from Tongataboo, becau(e thele peop e ave no 
I.....-v-J other method of meafuring the diftance from if1and 

to ifland, but by expreffing the time required to 
make the voyage, in one of their canoes. In order 
to afcertain this, with fome precifion, or, at leafr, 
to form fome judgment, how far there canoes can 
fail, in a moderate gale, in any given time, I wen 
on board one of them, when under fail, and, by 
feveral trials with the log, found that {be went 
feven knots, or miles, in an hour, c10fe hauled, in 
a gentle gale. From this I judge, that they will 
fail, on a medium, with fuch breezes as generally 
blow in their fea, about feven or eight miles in an 
hour. But the length of each day is not to be 
reckoned at twenty-four hours. For when they 
fpoke of one day's fail, they mean no more than 
from the morning to the evening of the fame day; 
that is, ten or twelve hours at moft. And two days 
fail, wilh them, fignifies from the morning of the 
fil ft day, to the evening of the fecond; and fo 
for any other number of days. In thefe naviga
tions, the fun is their guide by day, ahd the frars 
by night. When thefe are obfcured, they have 
recourfe to the points from whence the winds and 
the waves came upon the veffel. If, during the 
obfcuration, both the wind and the waves {bould 
{bift (which, within the limits of the trade-wind, 
feld?m happens at any other time), they are then 
bewddered, frequently mifs their intended port, 
and .~re never heard of more. The hiftory of 
Omal s countrymen, who were driven to Wateeoo 
leads us to infer, that thofe not heard of, are no~ 
always loft. 

Of~)) the harbours and anchoring places I have 
met w~th, amongfr thefe iflands, that of Tonga
taboo IS, by far, the beft; not only on account 

gf 
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of its great fecurity, but of its capacity, and of '7". 
the goodnefs of its bottom. The rilk that we ran, July. 
in entering it from the North, ought to be a fuffi- --v--J 
cient caution to every future Commander, not to 
attempt that paffage again with a fhip of burden; 
fince the other, by which we left it, is fo much 
more eafy and fafe. To fail into it, by this Eaft-
ern channel, fteer in for the North Eaft point of 
the iiland, and keep along the North fhore, with 
the fmall ifles on your ftarboard, till you are the 
length of the Eaft point of the entrance into the 
lagoon; then edge over for the reef of the fmall 
ifles; and, on following its direction, it will con-
duct you through between Makkahaaa and Monoo-
afai, or the fourth and fifth iiles, which you will 
perceive to lie off the Weft point of the lagoon. 
Or you may go between the third and fourth iflands, 
that is, between Pangimodoo and Monooafai; but 
this channel is much narrower than the other. 
There runs a very ftrong tide in both. The flood, 
as I have obferved before, comes in from the North 
Weft, and the ebb returns the fame way; but I 
fhall fpeak of the tides in another place. As foon 
as you are through either of thefe channels, haul 
in for the fhore of Tongataboo, and anchor be-
tween it and Pangimodoo, before a creek leading 
into the lagoon; into which boats can go at half 
flood. 

Although Tongataboo has the beft harbour, 
Annamooka furnilhes the beft water; and yet, it 
cannot be called good. However, by digging holes 
near the fide of the pond, we can get what may be 
called tolerable. This ifland, too, is the beft fitu
ated for drawing refrelhments from all the others, 
as being nearly in the centre of the whole group. 
Befides the road in which we anchored, and the 
harbour within the South Weft point, there is a 
creek In the reef, before the Eaftern Candy cove, 

2 on 
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17?7. on the Nonh fide of the illand, in which two or 
July. three (hips may lie very fecurely, by m,?oring head 

"--v--J and ftem, with their anchors or moonngs faft to 
the rocks. 

I have already defcribed the Hapaee illands; 
and (hall only add to that defcription, by mention
ing, that they extend South Weft by South, and 
North Eaft by North, about nineteen miles. The 
North end lies in the latitude of 19° 39' South, and 
33' of longitude to the Eaft of Annamooka. Be
tween them, are a great many fmall illands, [and
banks, and breakers; fo that the fafeft way to ar
rive at Hapaee, is either by the courfe I held, or 
round by the North; according to the fituation of 
the (hip bound thither. Lefooga, off which we 
anchored, is the moft fertile ille of thofe that are 
called Hapaee; and, confequently, is the beft in
habited. There is anchorage along the North Weft 
fide of this i11and; but it will be necelTary to ex
amine the ground well before you moor. For, al
though the lead may bring up fine fand, there are, 
neverthelefs, fome /harp coral rocks, that would 
foon deft roy the cables. 

They who want a more particular defcription 
of the Friendly l11ands, muft have recourfe to the 
chart that we conftruC1ed. There, every thing 
is delineated with as much accuracy as circum
fiances would permit. Recourfe muft, al[9, be had, 
to the fame chart, for the better tracing the feveral 
fiations of the (hips, and their route from the 
~me i11an~ to th~ other. To have fwelled my 
J?urnal with a. mmute account of beari ngs, tack
lOgS, and the like, would neither have been enter
taining nor inftruC1ive. 

What has been. here om.itted, concerning the 
geol&raphy of thefe lllands, will be found in the nar

rative 
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rative of my lall: voyage*. To that narrative I,?". 
mull: alCo refer t, for [uch particulars concerning July. 
the inhabitants, their manners, and arts, as I had '-v--J 
obferved then, and about which I faw no reafon to 
change my judgment. At prefent, I !hall confine 
myfelf to fuch interell:ing particulars, as either 
were not mentioned in that narrative, or were im
perfectly and incorrectly rt":prefented there; and to 
fuch as may [erve to explain [orne paffages in the 
foregoing account of our tranfactions with the 
natives. 

It may, indeed, be expected, that, after fpend
ing between two and three months amongll: them, 
I !hould be enabled to clear up every difficulty, and 
to give a tolerably fatisfaClory account of their cuC
toms, opinions, and inftitlltions, both civil and reli-

. glous; efpecially as we had a perC on on board, 
who might be fuppoCed qualified to act the part of 
an interpreter, by underftanding their language 
and ours. But poor Omai was very deficient. 
For unlefs the object or thing we wanted to inquire 
about, was actually before us, we found it diffi
cult to gain a tolerable: knowledge of it, from in
formation only, without falling into a hundred 
miftakes; and to fuch mill:akes Omai was more 
liable than we were. For, having no curiofity, he 
never gave himfelf the trouble to make remarks 
for himfelf; and, when he was diCpofed to explain 
matters to us, his ideas appeared to be fo limited, 
and, perhaps, fo different from ours, that his ac
counts were often fo confuted, as to perplex, in
ftead of inll:ruCling us. Add to this, that it W3& 

very rare that we foun~~ amongll: t~e ~ati~es, a 
perton, who united the ability and the mcilnatlOn to 
~ive us the information we wanted; and, we found, 

10 Cook's Voyage, Vo!' i. p. ~t1. "13. T Ibid. p. :113· 2:15· 

that 
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that moft of them hated to be troubled with what 
]777· Ii 
July. they, probably, thought idle queftio~s. Our Itu-

"-v'--I ation at Tongataboo, where we remamed ~he long
eft was likewife, unfavourable. It was III a part 
of 'the c;unrry, where there were few inhabitants, 
except fifhers. It was always holiday with our vi
fiters, as well as with thofe we vilited; fo that we 
had bllt few opportunities of obferving. what was 
really the domeftic way of living of the natives. 
Under thefe difadvantages, it is not furpriling, that 
we fhould not be able to bring away with us fatis-. 
faCtory accounts of many things; but fame of us 
endeavoured to remedy thofe difadvantages, by di
ligent obfervation; and I am indebted to Mr. An
derfon, for a confiderable fhare of what follows, in 
this and in the following chapter. In other mat
ters, I have only expreifed, nearly in his words, re
marks that coincided with mine; but what relates 
to the religion and language of thefe people, is en
tirely his own. 

The natives of the Friendly Iflands feldom ex
ceed the common flature (though we have mea
fured fame, who were above fix feet); but are very 
fhong and well made; efpecially as to their limbs. 
They are generally broad about the fhoulders ; and 
though the mufcular difpofition of the men, which 
feems a confequence of much aCtion, rather conveys 
the appearance of ftrength than of beauty, there 
are feveral to be feen, who are really handfome. 
Their features are very various; infomuch, that it 
is fcar~e1y pollible to ~x on any general likenefs, 
by whIch to charaCtenze them, unlefs it be a full
nefs at the point of the nofe, which is very com
mon. But, on the other hand, we met with hun
dreds of truly European faces, and many genuine 
Roman nofes, amongft th~m. Their eyes and teeth 
are good; but the laft neither [0 remarkably white, 

nor 
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nor. fo well fet as is often found amongft Indian '777. 
natIons; though, to balance that, few of them July. 

have any uncommon thicknels about the lips, a "-v---J 
defect as frequent as the other perfection. 

The women are not fo much difl:inguilhed from 
the men by their features as by their general form, 
which is, for the moft part, defl:itute of that ftrong 
flelhy firmnefs that appears in the latter. Though 
the features of fome are fo delicate, as not only 
to be a true index of their fex, but to lay claim to 
a confiderable fhare of beauty and exprefiion, the 
rule is, by no means, fo general as in many other 
countries. But, at the fame time, this is frequent
ly the moft exceptionable part; for the bodies and 
limbs of moft of the females are well proportion
ed; and fome, abfolutely, perfect models of a beau
tiful figure. But the mofl: remarkable difl:inction 
in the women, is the uncommon fmallnefs and de
licacy of their fingers, which may be put in compe
tition with the fineft in Europe. 

The general colour is a caft deeper than the 
copper brown; but feveral of the men and women 
have a true olive complexion; and fome of the 
laft are even a great deal fairer; which is probably 
the effect of being lefs expofed to the fun; as a 
tendency to corpulence, in a few of the principal 
people, feems to be the confequence of a more 
indolent life. It is alfo amongil: the lafl:, that 
a foft clear fkin is moil: frequently obferved. 
Amongft the bulk of the people, the fkin is, more 
commonly, of a dull hue, with fome degree of 
roughnefs, efpecially the parts that are not covered; 
which, perhaps, may be occafioned by fome cuta
neous difeafe. We faw a man and boy at Ha
paee, and a child at Annamooka, perfeCtly ~hite. 
Such have been found amongil: all black nations; 

but, 
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1??7. but, I apprehend, that their colour is rather a dif.. 
July. eafe, than a natural phrenomenon. 
~ There are, neverthelefs, upon the whole, few na

tural defeds or deformities to be found amongft 
them; though we faw two or three -:vith their feet 
bent inward; and fome affiided With a fort of 
blindnefs, occafioned by a difeafe of the corn~a. 
Neither are they exempt from fome other dlf
eafes. The moft common of which is the tetter, 
or ring-worm, that feems to affed almoft one half 
of them, and leaves whitilb ferpentine marks, 
every where, behind it. But this is of lefs con fe
quence than another difeafe, which is very fre
quent, and appears on every part of the body, in 
large broad ulcers with thick white edges, dif
charging a thin, clear matter; fome of which 
had a very virulent appearance, particularly thofe 
on the face, which were fhocking to look at. And 
yet We met with fume who feemed to be cured 
of it, and others in a fair way of being cured; 
but this was not affeded without the lois of the 
nofe, or of the beft part of it. As we know for 
a certainty" (and the fad is acknowledged by 
themfelves), that the people of thefe iflands were 
fubje~ to this loathfom.e difeaf~.before the Englilh 
firll: vililed them, notwlthftandmg the fimilarity of 
fymptoms, it cannot be the effect of the venereal 
contagion; unlefs we adopt a fuppofition, which I 
could WI/h had fufficient foundation in truth, that 
the venereal diforder was not introduced here from 
Europe, by our /hips in J 77 3. It, alfuredly was 
now found to exill: amongft them; for we had not 
been long there, before fome of our people received 

"S~e Vol. ii. p. 20. ofCaptaill Cook's Voyage where he gives 
~.1ar~,cular account of meeting with a perron a'ffiiCled with thi$ 

lea e, at Annamooka, on his landing there iu '773. 
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tbe infection; and I had the mortification to learn '7?7. 
from thence, that all the care I took, when I firft July. 
vifited there illands, to prevent this dreadful difeafe ~ 
from being communicated to their inhabitants, had 
proved ineffectual. What is extraordinary, they 
do not feem to regard it much; and as we faw few 
figns of its deftroying effet1s, probably the climate, 
and the way of living of thefe people, greatly 
abate its virulence. There are two other difeafes 
frequent amongft them; one of which is an indo-
Jent firm fwelling, which affects the legs and arms, 
and increafes them to an extraordinary fize in their 
whole length. The other is a tumour of the fame 
fort, in the tefticles, which fometimes exceed the 
ftze of the two fifts. But, in other refpet1s, they 
may be confidered as uncommonly healthy; not a 
tingle perf on having been feen, during our ftay, 
confined to the houfe, by ficknefs of any kind. 
On the contrary, their ftrength and at1ivity are, 
every way, anfwerable to their mllfcular appear-
ance; and they exert both, in their ufual employ-
ment, and in their diverfions, in fuch a manner, 
that there can be no doubt of their being, as yet, 
little debilitated by the numerous difeafes that are 
the confequence 0f indolence, and an unnatural 
method of life. 

The graceful air and firm nep with which there 
people walk, are not the leaft obvious proof of 
their perfonal accomplifhments. They confider 
this as a thing {i) natural, or fo neceffiuy to be ac
quired, that nothing ufed to excite their laughter 
fooner, than to fee us frequently ftumbling upon 
the roots of trees, or other inequalities of the 
ground. 

Their countenances very remarkably exprers 
the abundant mildnefs, or good nature, which they 
poffefs; and are entirely free from that favage 

keer,ntfs 
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'777. keenneTs which marks nations in a barbarous flate. 
July. One would indeed, be apt to fancy, that they had 
~ been bred' up under the feverefl reftrictions, to 

acquire an afpect fa fettled, and !uch ~ command 
of their paffions, as well asfteadmefs III conduct. 
But they are, at the fame time, frank, cheerful, and 
good-humoured; though, fometimes, in the pre
fence of their Chiefs, they put on a degree of gra
vity, and fuch a ferious air as becomes flitf and 
awkward, and has an appearance of referve. 

Their peaceable difpofition is fufficiently evinc
ed, from the friendly reception all ftrangers have 
met with, who have vilited them. Infiead of of
fering to attack them openly, or c1andefiinely, as 
has been the cafe with maft of the inhabitants of 
thefe feas, they have never appeared, in the fmall
eft degree, hoftile; but, on the contrary, like the 
moft civilized people, have courted an intercourfe 
with their vi liters, by bartering, which is the only 
medium that unites all nations in a fort of friend
fhip. They underftand barter (which they call 
fukkatou) fo perfectly, that, at firft, we imagined 
they might have acquired this knowledge of it by 
commercial intercourfe with the neighbouring 
iflands; but we were afterward a/fured, that they 
had little or no traffic, except with Feejee, from 
which they get the red feathers, and the few other 
anicles, mentioned before. Perhaps, no nation in 
the world traffic with more honefty and lers difiruft. 
We could always fafely permit them to examine 
our goods, and to hand them about, one to an
other; and they put the fame confidence in us. 
If either party repent.ed of the bargain, the goods 
were re-exchanged with mutual confent and good
humour. Upon the whole, they feern polfefIed of 
many of the. moft excellent qualities that adorn 
the human mind; fuch as indufiry, ingenuity, per-

feverance, 
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feverance, affability, and, perhaps, other virtues '777. 
which our !hort ftay with them might prevent our July. 
obferving. '--y---J 

The only defeCt fullying their charaCter, that 
we know of, is a propenfity to thieving; to which, 
we found, thofe of all ages, and both fexes, ad
diCted; and to an uncommon degree. It !hould. 
however, be confidered, that this exceptionable 
part of their conduCt feemed to exift merely with 
refpeCt to us; for, in their general intercourfe 
with one another, I had reafon to be of opinion. 
that thefts do not happen more frequently (perhaps 
leIS fa) than in other countries, the difhoneft prac
tices of whcfe wonhlefs individuals are not fup
pofed to authorize any indifcriminate cenfure all 
the whole body of the people. Great allowances 
ihould be made for the foibles of thefe poor natives 
of the Pacific Ocean, whofe minds we overpowered 
with the glare of objeCts, equally new to them, as 
they were captivating. Stealing, amongll: the ci
vilized and enlightened nations of the world, may 
well be confidered as denoting a charaCt~r deeply 
ftained with moral turpitude. with avarice unre
ftrained by the known rules of right, and with pro
fligacy producing extreme indigence, and neglect
ing the means of relieving it. But at the Friend
ly and other iflands which we vifited, the thefts, fo 
frequently committed by the· natives, of what we 
had brought along with us, may be fairly traced to 
lefs culpable motives. They feemed to arife, folely. 
from an intenfe curiofity or defire to pcifefs fome
thing which they had not been accuftomed to be
fore, and belonging to a fort of people fa different 
from themfelves. And, perhaps, if it were pol1ible. 
that a fet of beings, feemingly as fuperior in our 
judgment, as we are in theirs, iliould appear 
amongft us. it might be doubted, whether o~r 
natural regard to juftice would be able to rell:ram 

VOL, I, C c many 
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1m. many from faIling into the fame error. That I 
July. have affigned the true motive for t~eir pr~penfity to 

'-v'--J this practice, appears from their fteahng every 
thing indifcriminately at firft fight, before they 
could have the leaft conception of converting their 
prize to anyone ufeful purpo~e •. But, I ~elieve, 
with us, no perfon would forfeIt hiS reputation, or 
expofe himfelf to punilbment, without knowing, 
before hand, how to employ the ftolen goods. 
Upon the whole, the pilfering difpofition of thefe 
il1anders, though certainly difagreeable and trou
blefome to ftrangers, was the means of affording 
us fome information as to the quicknefs of their 
intellects. For their fmall thefts were committed 
with much dexterity; and thofe of greater confe
quence with a plan or fcheme fuited to the import
ance of the oiYeCl:s. An extraordinary inftance of 
the laft fort, their attempts to carry away one of 
the Difcovery's anchors, at mid· day, has been al
reaGly related. 

Their hair is, in general, ftraight, thick, and 
ftrong; though a few have it bulby or frizzled. 
The natural colour, I believe, almoft without ex
ception, is black; but the greateft part of the men, 
and fame of the women, have it ftained of a brown, 
or purple colour; and a few of an orange caft. 
The firfr colour is er0duced by applying a fort of 
plafter of burnt coral, mixed with water; the fe
cond, by the rafpings of a reddifh wood, which 
is made_up with water into a poultice, and laid 
over the hair; and the third is, I believe the 
effeCl: of turmeric root. ' 

When I firft vifited there ifiands, I thought it 
had been an univerfal cuftom for both men and 
women to wear the hair Ibort; but, during our 
~refent longer fray, we faw a great many excep
lions. Indeed, they are fo whimfical in their fa-

fhions 
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fuions of wearing it, that it is hard to tell which J'77. 

is moft in vogue. Some have it cut off one fide of ~ 
the head, while that on the other fide remains 
long; fome have only a ; portion of it cut !hort, 
or, perhaps, !haved; others have it entirely cut 
off, except a fingle lock, which is left commonly 
on one fide; or, it is fuffered to grow to its full 
length, without any of thefe mutilations. The 
women, in general, wear it !hort. The men have 
their beards cut !hort; and both men and women 
firip the hair from their arm-pits. The operation 
by which Ihis is performed has been already de-
fcribed. The men are ftained from about the mid-
dle of the belly, to about half way down the 
thighs, with a deep blue colour. This is done 
with a flat bone inftrument, cut full of fine teeth, 
which, being dipped in the fiaining mixture, pre-
pared from the juice of the dooe dooe, is ftruck in-
to the 1kin with a bit of fiick; and, by that means, 
indelible marks are made. In this manner they 
trace lines and figures, which, in fome, are very 
elegant, both from the variety, and from the ar
rangement. The women have only a few fmall 
lines or fpots, thus imprinted, on the infide of 
their hands. Their kings, as a mark of diftincti-
on, are exempted from this cuftom, as aifo from 
inflicting on themfelves any of thofe bloody marks 
of mourning, which !hall be mentioned in another 
place. 

The men are all circumcifed, or rather fupercifed ; 
as the operation confifts in cutting off only a fmall 
piece of the fore1kin, at the upper part; which, by 
that means, is rendered incapable, ever after, of 
covering the glallS. This is all they aim at;. as 
they fay, the operation is practifed from a notion 
of c1eanlinefs. 

The drefs of both men and women is the fame; 
and conlifts of a pie_e of cloth or matting (but 

C c 2 moftly 
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1777. mollly the former), about two yards wide, and two 
Jul}". and a half long ;at lean, fo long as to go once 

'--v--I and a half round the wlift, to which it is confined 
by a girdle or cord. It is double before,. and 
hangs down, like a petticoat, as low as the mIddle 
of the leg. The upper part of the garment, above 
the girdle, is plaited into feveral folds; fo that, 
when unfolded, there is cloth fufficient to draw up 
and wrap round the {boulders; which is very fel
dom done. This, as to form, is the general drefs ; 
but large pieces of cloth, and fine matting, are 
worn only by the fuperior people. The inferior 
fort are fatisfied with fmall pieces; and, very often, 
wear nothing but a covering made of leaves of 
plants, or the maro, which is a narrow piece of 
cloth, or matting, like a falb. This they pafs be
tween the thighs, and wrap round the waift; but 
the ufe of it is chiefly confined to the men. In 
their great haivas, or entertainments, they have 
various dreffes made for the purpofe; but the form 
is always the fame; and the richeft dreffes are co
vered, more or lefs, with red feathers. On what 
particular occafion their Chiefs wear their large 
red feather-caps, I could not learn. Both me!:} 
and women fometimes Ibade their faces from 
the fun with little bonnets, made of various ma
terials" 

As the clothing, fo are the ornaments, worn by 
thofe of both fexes, the fame. The moft common 
of thefe are necklaces, made of the fruit of the 
pandanus, and variolls fweet-fmelling flowers, which 
go under the general name of kahulla. Others are 
com~ofed of fmalllbelIs, the wing and leg-bones 
of birds, {hark's teeth, and other things; all which 
hang loofe upon the breaft. In the fame manner 
t~ey often wear a mother-of-pearllbeil, neatly po: 
hlbed, or a ring of the fame fubftance carved on , 

the 
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the upper part of the arm; rings of tortoife-fhell '777. 
on the fingers; and a number of thefe, joined to- July. 

gether, as bracelets on the wriil:s. '--v---I 
The lobes of the ears (though, moil: frequently, 

only one) are perforated with two holes, in which 
they wear cylindrical bits of ivery, about three 
inches long, introduced at one hole, and brought 
out of the other; or bits of reed of the fame fize, 
filled with a yel!ow pigment. This feems to be 
a fine powder of turmeric, with which the women 
rub themfelves all over, in the fame manner as our 
ladies ufe their dry rouge upon the cheeks. 

Nothing appears to give them greater pleafure 
than perfonal cleanlinefs; to produce which, they 
frequently bathe in the ponds, which feem to CeCIle 
no other purpofe ". Though the water in moft of 
them ftinks intolerably, they prefer them to the 
fea; and they are fo [enfible that fait water hurts 
their fkin, that, when neceffity obliges them to 
bathe in the fea, they commonly have [orne cocoa
nut fuells, filled with frefh water, poured over 
them, to wafh it off. They are immoderately 
fond of cocoa-nut oil for the [arne reafon; a great 
quantity of which they not only pour upon their 
head and fuoulders, but rub the body all over, 
brifkly, with a fmaller quantity. And none but 
thofe who have feen this practice, can eafily con
ceive how the appearance of the fkin is improved 
by it. This oil, however, is not to be procured by 
everyone. and the inferior fort of people, doubt
lefs, appea; lefs [mooth for want of it . 

• So at the Caroline Wands. "I1s font aCcOlitemes a fe b8i~
~. ner trois fois, Ie jour, Ie matin, a mi~i, & fl~r, Ie foir." 

LeI/TIS EdijianlesC6 CUT/tufts, lorn. xv. p. 3' .. · 

GHAP. 
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Employment 5 0/ the Women, at the Friendly ljlands. 
-Of the Mm. - Agriculture. - Conftrutlion of 
their Houfes. - Their wor'kitzg Tools. - Cordage, 
and fijhing lmplements.-Mujical InftrumentJ.
Weap0nJ.-Food. and Cookery.-Amufements.
Marriage. - Mourning Ceremonies for the Dead. 
-Their Divinities.-Notions about the Soul, and 
a future State.-Their places of Worjhip.-Go
-uernment.-Manner of paying Obei/ance to the 
King.-Account of the Royal Family.-Remarks 
on their Language, and a Specimen of it.-Nau
tical, and other Obfervations. 

'7"; THE I R domefiic life is of that middle kind, 
~ neither fo laborious as to be difagreeable, nor 
. fo vacant as to fuffer them to degenerate into indo

lence. Nature has done fo much for their country, 
that the firi'!: can hardly occur, and their difpofition 
feems to be a pretty good bar to the laft. By this 
happy combination of circumftances, their necef
fary labour [eems to yield, in its turn, to their re
creations, in fuch a manner, that the latter are ne
ver interrupted by the thoughts of being obliged 
to recur to the former, till fatiety makes them willi 
for fuch a tranfition. 

The employment of the women is of the ea[y 
kind, .and, for the moft part, fuch as may be exe
cuted m the houfe. The manufacturing their.cloth, 

is 
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is wholly configned to their care. Having already 1m. 
defcribed the procefs, I fhall only add, that they July. 
have this cloth of different degrees of finenefs. '-v--J 
The coarfer fort, of which they make very large 
pieces, does not receive the impreffion of any pat-
tern. Of the finer fort, they have fome that is 
frriped, and cheque red, and of other patterns dif-
ferently coloured. But how theCe colours are laid 
on, I cannot fay, as I never faw any of this fort 
made. The clot\;], in general, will refift water, 
for fome time; but that which has the frrongell: 
glaze will refill: longeft. 

The manufaCture next in conCequence, and alCo 
within the department of the women, is that of 
their mats, which excel every thing I have feen at 
any other place, both as to their texture and their 
beauty. In particular, many of them are Co fu
perior to thofe made at Otaheite, that they are 
not a bad article to carry thither, by way of trade. 
Of theCe mats, they have feven or eight different 
forts, for the purpoCes of wearing or fleeping 
upon; and many are merely ornamental. The 
laft are chiefly made from the tough, membraneous 
part of the frock of the plantain tree; thofe that 
they wear, from the pandanus, cultivated for that 
purpofe, and never Cuffered to fhoot into a trunk; 
and the coarCer fort, which they fleep upon, from 
a plant called t'Uarra. There are many other ar
ticles of leCs note, that employ the fpare time of 
their females i as combs, of which they make 
vaft numbers; and little bafkets made of the farne 
fubftance as the mats, and others of the fibrous 
cocoa-nut hufk, either plain, or interwoven with 
fmall beads; but all, finifhed with fueh neatnefs 
and tafte in the difpofition of the various parts, 
that a ftranger cannot help admiring their afliduity 
and dexterity. 

The 
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1';". The province allotted to the men is, as might be 
July. expeCted far more laborious and extenfive than 

'--v--' that of 'the women. Agriculture, architeCture, 
boat-building, filbing, 31.1d other th!ngs th:t relate 
to navigation, are the.obJe0s of th~lr c~re.. Cul
tivated roots and fruits bemg the IT principal fup
port, this requires their confiant atte~tion to agri
culture which they purfue very diligently, and 
{eem t~ have brought almoft to as great perfeCtiun 
as circumftances will permit. The large extent 
of the plantain fields has been taken notice of al
ready; and the fame may be faid of the yams; 
thefe two together, being, at leaft, as len to one, 
with refpeCt to all the other articles. In planting 
both thefe, they dig fmall holes for their reception, 
and, afterward, root up the furrounding grafs, 
'Which, in this hot country, is I:{uickly deprived of 
its vegetating power, and foon rotting, becomes a 
good manure. The inftruments they ufe for this 
purpafe, which they call haao, are nothing more 
than pickets or ftakes of different lengths, accord
ing to the depth they have to dig. Thefe are 
flattened and Ibarpened to an edge at one end; 
and the largeft ha\'e a Ibort piece fixed tranfverfely, 
for prelIing it into the ground with the foot. With 
thefe, though they are not more than from two to 
four inches broad, they dig and plant ground of 
many acres in extent. In planting the plantains 
and yams, they obferve fa much exaCl:nefs, that 
whichever way you look, the rows prefent them: 
felves regular and complete. 

,. How remarkably does Captain Cook's account of the em_ 
ploY,ment' of the wo.men and men here, agree with Father Can_ 
to\oa S, of the CarolIne lfianders ?-" La principale occupation 
.. des homme" eft de conllruire des barques de pecher & de 
u cultiver la terre. LJaifaire des femmes eft' de faire la ~uifine 
:: & de mettre ~n ceuvre ll.n efpete de plante fauvage, & un arbre' 
_ -pour ell faIre de la tOlle." • 

Lettres Edijianles & CurieuJes, Tom. xv. p. 3' 3. 

The 
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'The cocoa-nut and bread-fruit trees are fcattered '777. 
about, without any order, and feem to give them July. 
no trouble, after they have attained a certain '--v-
height. The fame may be faid of another large 
nee, which produces great numbers of a large, 
roundilb, compre£fed nut, called cerfa; and of a 
fmaller tree, that bears a rOllnded oval nllt, two 
inches long, with two or three triangular kernels, 
tough and infipid, called mabba, moil: frequently 
planted near their houfes. 

The kappc is, commonly, regularly planted, and 
in pretty large fpots; but the mawhaha is inter
fperfed amongll: other things, as the jeejee and 
yams are; the lail: of which, I have frequently 
feen, in the interfpaces of the plantain trees, at 
their common dill:ance. Sugar-cane is commonly 
in fmall fpots, crowded clofely together; and the 
mulberry, of which the cloth is made, though 
without order, bas fufficient room allawed for it, 
and ;s kept very clean. The only other plant, that 
they cu:~ q,~C 'Ol their manufatl:ures, is lh~ panda
nus ,.·,<lll:il is generally planted in a row, c10fe to
gether, at the fides of the other fields; and they 
confider it as a thing fo diflintl: in this flate, that 
they ;'ave a different name for it; which {hews, 
that they are very fenlible of the great changes 
brought about by cultivation. 

It is remarkable, that thele people, who, in ma
ny things, {hew much tafl:e and ingenuity, {hould 
{hew little of either in building their houfes; though 
the defetl: is rather in the de1ign, than in the exe
cution. Thofe of the lower people are poor huts, 
fcaree!y fufficient to defend them from the weather, 
and very Imall. Thofe of the better U)ft, are 
larger and more comfortable; but not what ~ne 
might expect. The dimenlions of one of a m~d
dling lize, are about thirty feet long, twenty broad, 
and twelve high. Their houfe is, properly fp~ak-

mg, 
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'777. ing, a thatched roof .or thed, ~up~~ted by pof1:a 
July. and rafters, difpofed In a very JUdICIOUS manner. 
~The floor is raifed with earth fmoothed, and co

vered with thong, thick matting, and kept very 
clean. The moft of them are elofed on the wea
ther fide (and fome more than two-thirds round), 
with ftrong mats, or with branches of the cocoa
nut tree, plaited or woven into each other. Thefe 
they fix up edgewife, reaching from the eaves to 
the ground; and thus they anfwer the purpofe of 
a wall. A thick, f1:rong mat, about two and one 
half or three feet broad, bent into the form of a fe
micircJe, and fet upon its edge, with the ends touch
ing the fide of the houfe, in thape refembling the 
fender of a fire hearth, inclofes a fpace for the maf
~r arid miftrefs of the family to fleep in. The lady, 
indeed, fpends moft of her time, during the day, 
within it. The reft of the family fleep upon the 
floor, wherever they pleafe to lie down; the unmar
ried men and women apart from each other. Or, 
jf the family be large, there are fmall huts adjoin
ing, to which the fervants retire in the night; fo 
that privacy is as much obferved here, as one could 
expect. They have mats made on purpofe for fleep. 
ing on; and the clothes that they wear in the day, 
ferve for their covering in the night. Their whole 
furniture conlifis of a bowl or two, in which they 
make kava; a few gourds; cocoa nut theHs; fome 
[mall wooden ftools, which ferve them for pillows; 
and, perhaps, a large fiool for the Chief, or Mafter 
of the family to fit upon. ' 

The only probable reafon I can al1ign for their 
neglect of ornamental architeClure, in the conftruc
~lon of their h?ufes, is their being fond oflivingmuch 
10 the op~n ~lr. l~deed, they feem tQ confider their 
ho~fes, wlthm ,,:,hlch they feldom eat, as of little 
tlfe but to f1eep tn, and to retire to in bad weather. 
And the lower fort of people, who fpend a great 

par~ 



THE PAC I FIe 0 C E A N. 39; 
part of their time in clofe attendance upon the I?". 
Chiefs, can have little ufe· for their own houfes July. 
but in the laft cafe. ' ~ 

They make amends for the defeCts of their 
~oufes, by th~ir great ~ttention to, and dexterity 
In, naval architeCture, If I may be allowed to give 
it that name. But I refer to the narrative of my 
laft voyage, for an account of their canoes, and 
their manner of building and navigating them.* 

The only tools which they ufe, to conftruCt thefe 
boats, are hatchets, or rather thick adzes, of a 
fmooth black ftone that abounds at Toofoa; augres, 
made of fhark's teeth, fixed on fmall handles; and 
rafps, of a rough !kin of a filb, faftened on flat 
pieces of wood, thinner on one fide, which alfo 
have h:lndles. The labour and time employed in 
finifhing their canoes, which are the moft per
feCt of their mechanical produCtions, will account 
for their being very careful of them. For they 
are built and preferved under fheds; or they co
ver the decked part of them with cocoa-leaves, 
when they are hauled on Ibore, to prevent their 
being hart by the fun. 

The fame tools are all they have for other works; 
jf we except different fhells, which they ufe as 
knives. But there are few of their produCtions 
that require thefe, unlefs it be fome of their wea
pons; the other articles being chiefly their filbing 
materials, and cordage. 

The cordage is made from the fibres of the 
cocoa-nut huik, which, though not more than 
nine or ten inches long, they plait, about the 
fize of a quill, or lefs, to any length that they 

i< Cook's Voyage, Vol. i. p. 1.15, 1.16. The reader, by com
paring that account, with what <;allt~va. fays of the fea-boats of 
the Caroline IIIands will find, In thIS 1I1{tance, alfo, the great
~ft fimilarity. See Letlres Edijianfes & Curieltjes, p. z86. . 

pleafe, 
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1777. pleafe and roll it up in balls; from which the 
July. larger' ropes are made, by twifting feveral of thefe 

'--v--I together. The lines, that they filh with, are as 
ftrong and even as tbe beft cord we make, refe.m
bling it almoft in every refpect. The other filhmg 
implements, are large and fmall hooks. The laft 
are compofed entirely of pearl-Ihell; but the firft 
are anI v covered with it on the back; :and the 
points of both, commonly, of tortoife-Ihell; thore 
of the fmall being plain, and the others barbed. 
With the large ones, they catch bonnetos and albi
cores, by putting them to a bamboo rod, twelve or 
fourteen feet long, with a line of the fame length, 
which refts in a notch of a piece of wood, fixed in 
the ftern of the canoe for that purpofe, and is 
dragged on the furface of the fea, as Ihe rows 
along, without any other bait than a tuft of flaxy 
ftuff near the point. They have alfo great num
bers of pretty [mall reines, [orne of which are of 
a very delicate texture. Thefe they ufe to catch 
fi!h with, in the holes on the reefs, when the tide 
ebbs. 

The other manual employments, conlift chiefly 
in making mlllical reeds, flutes, warlike weapons, 
and ftools, or rather pillows, to fleep on. The 
reeds have eight, nine, or ten pieces placed pa
rallel to each other, but not in any regular pro
greilion; having the longeft, fometimes, in the 
middle, and [ev~ral of the fame length; fo that I 
have feen none with more than fix notes; and they 
feem incapable of playing any mulic on them that 
!s .ditlinglli!hable by our ears. The flutes 'are a 
JOlllt of bamboo, c10fe at both ends, with a hole 
near each, and four others; two of which, and 
one of the firft only, are ufed in playing. They 
apply the thumb of the left hand, te clofe the 

left 
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left noftril, and blow into the hole at one end 

. h hi' ' '777· Wit t e ot ler. The middle finger of the left July. 
hand is applied to the firft hole on the left, and the '--v--I 
fore finger of the right, to the loweft hole on that 
fide. In this manner, though the notes are only 
thr~e, they produce a pleafing, yet fimple, mulic, 
which they vary much more than one would think 
pofIible, with to imperfeCt an rnftrument. Their 
being accuftomed to a mulic which conlins of fo few 
notes, is, perhaps, the rearon why they do not 
feem to relilh any of ours, which is fa complex. 
But they can tafte what is more deficient than 
their own; for, we obferved, that they ufed to 
be well pleafed with hearing the chant of our two 
young New Zealanders, which confifted rather in 
mere ftrength, than in melody of exprefIion. 

The weapons, which they make, are clubs of 
Jifferent forts (in the ornamenting of which they 
fpend much time), fpears, and darts. They have 
alfo bows and arrows; but thefe feemed to be de
figned only for amufement, fuch as fbooting at 
birds, and not for military purpores. The ftools are 
about two feet long, but only four or five inches 
high, and near four broad, bending downward in 
the middle, with four ftrong legs, and circular feet; 
the whole made of one piece of black or brown 
wood, neatly polilhed, and fometimes inlaid with 
bit! of ivory. They alfo inlay the handles of fly
flaps with ivory, after being neatly carved; and 
they fhape bones into fmall figures of men,. birds, 
and other things, which muft be very difficult, 
as their carving inftument is only a fbark's tooth. 

Yams, plantains, and cocoa-nuts, compore th.e 
greateft part of thei~ vege~able diet. Of thelf 
animal food, the chief articles are hogs, tfowls, 
fi!b and all forts of !bell·filb; but the lower peo
pie' eat rats. The two firft vegetable articl~s~ 

with 
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with bread-fruit, are, what may be called, the 

1777· ffi . f I 
July. batis of their food, at di erent tImes 0 t le year, 
~ with fifh and fhell-fifh· for hogs, fowls, and tur

tle, feem only to be o~.cafional dainties, referved 
for their Chiefs. The mtervals between the fea
fans of thefe vegetable produCtions muft be, fome
times,.. confiderable, as Ihey prepare a fort of ar
tificial bread from plantains, which they put um!er 
ground before ripe, and fuffer them to remam, 
till they ferment, when they are taken out~ a~d 
made lip into fmall balls; but fo four and mdlf
ierent, that they often faid our bread was prefer-
able, though fomewhat mufty. ., 

.. 

Their food is, generally, dreffed by bakmg, In 

the fame manner as at Otaheite; and they have the 
art of making, from different kinds of frui t, feve
ral difhes, which moO: of us efteemed very good. 
I never faw them make ufe of any kind of fauce; 
nor drink any thing at their meals but water, or 
the juice of the cocoa-nut; for the kava is only 
their morning draught. I cannot fay, that they are 
cleanly either in their cookery, or manner of eat
ing. The generality of them will lay their viCtu
als upon the firft leaf they meet with, however 
dirty it may be; but when food i5 ferved lip 
to the Chiefs, it is, commonly, laid upon green 
plantain leaves. When the king made a meal, he 
was, for the moO: part attended upon by three 
or four perfons. One cut large pieces of the joint, 
or of the fifh; another divided it into mouthfuls. 
and others ftood by with cocoa-nuts, and whateve; 
~lfe he might want. I never faw a large company 
fit ?own to what we fhould call a fociable meal, by 
eatmg from the fame difh. The food be what it 
will, is. always divided into portions, ~ach to ferve 
~.certam number; thefe portions are again fubdi_ 
"lded; fo ~hat one fe\dom fees above two or three 
perfons eatmg together. The women are not ex-

2. eluded 
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cIud~d from eating with the men; but there are '7~7. 
ce~tam rank's or o.rders amongft them, that can July. 

neither eat nor drmk together. This diftinction '--v-J 
begins with the king; but where it ends, I can-
not fay. 

They feem to have no fet time for meals· 
though it {bould be obferved, that, during oltr ftay 
amongft them, their domeftic oeconomy was much 
difturbed by their conftant attention to us. As 
far as we could remark, thofe of the fuperior rank, 
only drink kava in the forenoon, and the others eat. 
perhaps, a bit of yam; but we commonly Caw all 
of them eat Comething in the afternoon. It is pro
bable that the practice of making a meal in the 
night is pretty common, and their reft being thus 
interrupted, they frequently fleep in the day. 
They go to bed as foon as it is dark, and rife 
with the dawn in the morning". 

They are very fond of affociating together; fo 
that it is common to find feveral houfes empty, and 
the owners of them convened in fome other one, 
or, rather, upon a convenient fpot in the neigh
bourhood, where they recreate themfelves by con
verfing, and other amufements. Their private 
diverfions are chiefly finging, dancing, and mufic 
performed by the women. When two or three 
women fing in concert, and fnap their fingers, it 
is called oobai; but when there is a greater num
ber they divide into {everal parties, each of which 
fings on a different key, which makes a very agree
able mufic, and is called heeva or haiva. In the 
fame manner, they vary the mufic of their flutes, 
by playing on thofe of a different fize; but their 
dancing is mu~ the !ame as when t!1er J?erform 
publickly. The dancmg of the men (If It IS to. be 

,. Cantova fays of his Ulanders, .. 11$ prennent leur repos d .. 
" ~ue Ie foleit eft couch., & ils fe levent av~c I'aurore," Lelfres 
Edifiantes f:1 Curieufis, Tom, xv. p. 314. 

called 
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• called dancing) althollgh it does not confiil: much. 
'7,7· , h 'dd'C 
July. in moving the feet, as we do, has a t~lIlan 11-

'--.r--J ferent motions with the hands, to which we are 
enrire fhangers; and they are performe~ ",ith an 
eare and grace which are not to be defcnbed, nor 
even conceived, bllt by thofe who have feen them. 
Eut I need add nothing to what has been already 
(aid on Ihis fubject, in the account of the incidents 
that happened during our flay at the if1ands *, 

\Vhether their marriages be made lafling by any 
kind of [olemn contract, we could not determine 
with precilion; but it is certain, that the bulk of 

.. If, to the copious defcrip~ion. that o~c~r in. th e preceding 
f.'ges, of the particular entertam"!ents exhIbited In Hapaee and 
rangataboo, we add the general vIe", of the ufual amufements 
of the inhabitants of thefe iIlands, contained in this paragraph, 
and compare it with the quotation from the Jefuit's Letters, in a 
former note (p. 255.), we /hall be ltill more forcibly flruck with 
the reafonablenefs of tracing fuch fingularly refembling cul!oms 
t9 one common fouree. The argument, in confirmation of this, 
drawn from identity of language, has been already illullrated, 
by obfervingthe remarkable coincidence of the name, by which 
the Chiefs at the Caroline Il1ands, and thofe at Hamaa, one of 
the Friendly ones, are difiingui/hcd. But the argument dae~ 
not reI! on a lingle inl!ance, though that happens to be a very 
flriking one. Another of the very few fpecimens of the diale~t 
of the North Pacific Il1anders, preferved by father Cantova fur
ni/hes an additional proof. Immediately after the palfage ~bove 
referred to, he proceeds thus: " Ce divertiffement s'appelJe, en 
U leur langue, tanger ifaifil; qui veut dire, Ia plainte des fem
"me •. " Lettres Edifiantes (5 Curieufis, Tom. xv. p. 3 15. 
Now it is very remarkable, that we learn from Mr. Anderfon's: 
coiled ion of words, which will appear in this chapter that ftz 
plainte d:s /em!,,~J, or; in Englifh, the m?urn/ul Jong ojlhe 'Wo
me,?, whIch the I11hab,tants of the CarolIne Wands e"prefs in 
their language tangerJ/aifil, would, by thofe of Tongatahoo, be 
expreffed tangee ve/ame. 

if anyone fhould I~ill doubt, in. fpite of this evidence, it may 
be recommended to. h,. conlideratlon, that long feparation and 
other cau~es, have Introduced greater variations in the mode of 
pronOuncIng thefe two words! at places .confeffedly inhabited by 
t he fame race, than fubfill m the fpeclmen jult giyen. It ap
pears .. from Mr. Anderfan's vocabulary, printed in Captam 
CO?k s feeand voyage, that what is pronounced tange. at the 
Frlen~ly 111ands, .is fa .. at Otaheite; and the 'fIe/aine of the for
Aler, .s t\Ie '",ahem, of the latter, 

the 
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the people fatisfied themfelves with one wife. The '717. 
Chiefs, h<;>wever, have commonly, feveral wo- July. 

men"; tnough fome of us were of opinion, that ""-v--I 
th~re was only one that was looked upon as the 
mlftrefs of the family. 

As female chaftity, at firft fight, feemed to be 
'held in no great eftirnation, we expected to have 
found frequent breaches of their conjugal fidelity; 
but we did them great injuftice. I do not know 
that a fingle inll:ance happened during our whole: 
flay t. Neither are thofe of the better fort, that 
are unmarried, more free of their favours, It is 
true, there was no want of thore of a different 
character; and, perhaps, fuch are more frequently 
met with here, in proportion to the number of peo
ple, than in many other countries. B.ut it ap
peared to me, that the moll:, if not all of them, 
were of the lowell: clars; and fucb of them as per
mitted familiarities to our people, were profiitlltes 
by profefiion. 

Nothing can be a greater proof of the humanity 
of there people, than the concern they {hew for the 
dead t. To ufe a comm@n exprel1ion, their 
mourning is not in words but deeds. For, befides 
the looge mentioned before, and burnt circles and 
fears, they beat the teeth with ftories, firike a 
fhark's tooth into the head until the blood flows 
in ftreams, and trufr fpears into the inner part 
of the thigh, into their fides below the arm pits~ 

'* Cantova fays of his Caroline iflanders, " La pluralite de. 
'" femmes eft n<an feulement permife it tous ces infulaircs, elle 
.. eft encore une marque d'honneur & de <liftincH<>n. Le 'Tllmolt 
" de l'il1e d'Huogoleu en,a neuf." . 
. Leftres Edifiantts & Curieufet, Tom. xv. p. 310• 

+ At the Caroline Iflallds, " lis ont borreur de )'adultere. 
" comme d'une grand peth •. " Ibid. !om. xv. p. ]10. • 

:t How tbe inhabitants of the Carolll~e Wands exprefs tb~lr 
grief on futh octaiJ.Ons, may be feen, I~,d. Tgmd,""'-p.-;oi. 

VOL. I. D d ami 
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1777. and through the cheeks into the mout.h. All t~efe 
July. operations convey a.n i~ea of fuch rigorous dtfcl-

'--v-' pline, as mull: reqUIre either an unc?J?1mon degree 
of affection, or the groifeft fuperll:JtlOn~ tl? exact. 
I will not fay, that the laft has no fhare 10 It; for, 
fometimes, it is fo univerfal, that many could not. 
have any knowledge of the perCon for whom the 
concern is expreifed. Thus we faw the people of 
Tongataboo mourning the death .of a Chief at 
Vavaoo; and other fimilar inll:ances .occurred dur
ing our ftay. It fhould be obferved, however, that 
the more painful operations are only practiCed on 
account of the death of thofe moft nearly connect
ed with the mourners. When a perfon dies, he 
is buried, after being wrapped up in mats and 
cloth, much after our manner. The Chiefs feem 
to have the jiatookas appropriated to them as their 
burial·places; but the common people are interred 
in no particular fpot jt. What part of the mourn
ing ceremony foIlows, immediately after, is uncer
tain; but, that there is fomething be fides the ge
neralone, which is continued for a confiderable 
length of time, we could infer, from being in
formed, that the funeral of Mareewagee's wife, 
as mentioned before, was to be attended with cere
monies that were to laft five days; and in which 
all the principal people were to commemorate her. 

Their long and general mourning, proves that 
!hey confider death as a very great evil. And this 
IS confirmed by a very .odd cuftom which they 

'" Cantov~:s accou~~ of the praClice of the Caroline IlIands i; 
~ follows: . Lorfqu II meurt quelque perfonne d'un rang diltin

gu, ou qUlleur ell: chere par d'autres endroits res obfeque. 
:: f~ font avec pom~e. !I y en '! qui renfermen: Ie corps d .. 
" defunCt dan~ un petit ~dlfice de pierre, qu'ils gardent au.d.dan. 

~e leur malfons. :c autres les enterrent loin de leurs hah'ta-
~' lIons." 1 

Lellr,s Edifiantts f:j-Curieujes, Tom. xv. p. 30 8,30 9. 

practiCe 
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practire to avert it. When I firft vilited there 1m. 
lilands, durin.g mr laft voyage, I obrerved that July. 
many of the InhabItants had one or both of their ~ 
little fingers cut off. and we could not then re-
ceive any fatisfactory account of the rearon of 
this mutilation •. But. we now learned, that this 
operation is performed when they labour under 
fome grievous difeafe, and think themfelves in dan-
ger of dying. :rhey fuppore, that the Deity will 
accept of the little finger, as a fort of facrifice 
efficacious enough to procure the recovery of their 
health. They cut it off with one of their flone 
hatchets. There was fcarcely one in ten of them 
whom we did not find thus mutilated, in one or 
both hands; which has a difagreeable effeCt, efpe-
ciaUy as they fometimes cut fa clofe, that they en-
croa€h upon the bone of the hand which joins to 
the amputated fingert. 

From the rigid feverity with which fame of there 
mourning and religious ceremonies are executed, 
one would expect to find, that they meant thereby 
to fecure to themfelves felicity beyond the grave; 
but their principal object relates to things merely 
temporal. For they feem to have ,little conception 
of future punifhment for faults- committed in this 
life. They believe, however, that they are juftly 
punifhed upon earth; and, confequently, ufe every 
method to render their divinities propitious. The 
Supreme Author of mofl things they call Kalla
footonga; who, they fay, is a female, reliding in 
the fiey, and directing the thunder, wind, rain; 
and, in general, all the changes of weather. They 

'* See Cook's Voyage, V81. i. p. 222. + It may be pro!?", [0 mention her~! on .the authority of Cap
tain King, that it a Common for the mferlor peop1.e to cut off a 
joint of their little finger, on account of tho 1i~knefs of tbe 
Chiefs to whlilm they llelgnji. . 

~ d ~ \lelieve, 
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believe that when (he is angry with'them, the pra-
'777·' I ft d h July. duCtions of the earth are b a e ; t at many 

'--v--J things are deftroyed by lightning; and that the¥ 
themfelves are affliCted with ficknefs and death, as 
well as their hogs and other animals. \X/hen this 
anger abates, they fuppofe that .,every thing is ref
tored to its natural order· and It (hollld feem, that 
they have a great relianc; on the efficacy of their 
endeavours to appeafe their offended divinity. 
They alfo admit a plurality of deities, though 
all inferior to Kallafoolollga. Amongft them, they 
mention 'l"oofooa-boolooloo, God of the clouds and 
fog; 'l"allet .. boo, and fome olhers, reliding in the 
heavens. The firft in rank and power, who has 
the government of the fea and its produCtions, is 
called Futtafaibe, or as it was fometim'es pronounc
ed, Footafooa; who, they fay, is a male, and has 
for his wife Fykava kajeea: and here, as in heaven, 
there are feveral inferior potentates, fuch as Vahaa 
fonooa, 'l"areeava, Mattaba, Evaroo, and others. 
The fame religious fyftem, however, does not ex
tend all over the e1uller of the Friendly II1es; for 
the fupreme God of Bapaer, for inftance, is called 
Alo Ala; and other iiles have two or three, of 
different names. But their notions of the power, 
and other attributes of thefe beings, are fa very 
abfurd, that they fuppofe they have no farther con
cern with them after death. 

They have, however, very proper fentiments 
about the immateriality and the immortality of the 
foul. . They call it life, the living principle, or, 
what IS more agreeable to their notions of it, an 
Otooa; that is, a divinity, or invifible being. They 
fay! tha~, immediately upon death, the fouls of 

• their Chiefs feparate from their bodies, and go to a 
place called Boo!ooloo; the Chief, or god, of which, 
l~ Goo/tho. ThiS Gooltho feems to be a perfonifica
tlon of death; for they lIfed to fay to us, " You, 

" and 
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,c and the men of Feejee (by thisjunClion, mean- '777. 

" ing to pay a compliment, exprefiive of their July. 
&< confefiion o.f our fuperiority over themfelves), ~ 
" are alfo fubJeCl to the power and dominion of 
" Gooleho" His country, the general receptacle 
of the dead, according to their mythology, was ne-
ver feen by any perfon; and yet, it feems, they 
know that it lies to the We~ward of Fejee; and 
that they who are once tranfported thither, live for 
ever; or, to ufe their own exprefiion, are not Cub-
jeCt to death again; but feaft upon all the fa\'ourite 
produCts of their own country, with which this 
everlafting abode is fuppofed to abound. As to the 
fouls of the lower fort of people, they undergo a 
fort of tranCmigration; or, as they fay, are eat up 
by a bird called loata, which walks upon their 
graves for that purpoCe. 

J think I may venture to affert, that they do not 
worfhip any thing that is the work of their own 
hands, or any vifible part of the creation. They 
do not make offerings of hogs, dogs, and fruit, as 
at Oraheite, unlefs it be emblematically; for their 
morais were perfeCtly free from every thing of the 
kind. But that they offer real human Cacrifices, is, 
with me, beyond a doubt. Their morais, or jia
tookas (for they are called by both names, but muft. 
ly by the latter). are, as at Otaheite, and many 
other parts of the world. burying-grounds, and 
places of worfhip; though fome of them feemed 
to be only approprmted . to the firft purpore; ~l1t 
thefe were Cmall, and, III every other refpeCt, in

ferior to the others. 
Of the nature of their government, we know 

no more than the general outline. A fubordina
tion is eftablifhed among them, that retembles 
the feudal f)'fte~ of our progenitor~ in Europe. 
But of ·its (ubdivlfions, of Ihe canftltuem parts, 

. ana 
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'77" and in what manner they are connected, (o.as to 
July. form a body politic, I confefs myfelf totally Igno-

'-V--J rant. Some of them told us, that the power of 
the king is unlimited, and that the life and pro
perty of the fubject is at his difpofal. B~lt the few 
circumftances that fell under our obfervalJon, rather 
contradicted than confirmed the idea of a defpotic 
government. MartWwagee, old Tooboo, and Fee
nou, acted each like petty fovereigns, and fre
quently thwarted the. meafures. of the ki~g; of 
which he often complamed. NeIther was hIS court 
more fplendid than thofe of the two firft, who are 
the moft powerful Chiefs in the iGands; and, next 
to them, Feenou, Mareewagee's fon, feemed to 
fiand highefi in authority. But, however inde
pendent on the defpotic power of the king the 
great men may be, we faw inftances enough to 
prove, that the lower order of people have no pro
perty, nor Cafety for their perfons, but at the will 
of the Chiefs to whom they refpectively belong. 

Tongataboo is divided into many diftricts; of 
above thirty of which we learned the names. Each 
of thefe has its particular Chief, who decides dif
ferences, and diftributes juftice within his own dif
!riCt. But we could not form any fatisfactory 
Judgment 3?Out the extent of their power in gene
ral, ?r thetr mode of proportioning puniihments 
~o crimes.. Moft of thefe Chiefs have poffefiions 
10 other IGands, from whence they draw fl1pplies. 
A.t leaft, we know this is fo with refpect to the 
kmg, who, at certain eftablirhed times receives 
the produCt of his diftant domains at To~gataboo . 
which is not only the principal place of his reft: 
dence, but, feemingly, o.f all the people of con
fequence amongft thefe JGes. Its inhabitants in 
co~mon converfation, call it the Land of Chi~fs. 
whIle th~ fubordinate HIes are diftinguiihed by th~ 
appellatIOn of Lands of Servants. 

The(e 



THE PACIFIC o C E A N~ 1°7 
There Chiefs are, by the people, 11:yled not only 1777. 

Lords. of, the E~rth, but of the Sun and Sky; and \-July• 

the kmg s family affume the name of Futtafaine ~ 
from the God fa called, who is probably their tute~ 
Jary patron, and perhaps their common anceftor. 
The fovereign's peculiar earthly title is, however, 
fimply '1ooee Tonga. 

There is a decorum obferved in the prelence of 
their principal men, and particularly of their king 
that is truly admirable. Whenever he fits down: 
whether it be in an haufe, or without, all the atten
dants feat tbemle\ves, at the fame time, in a 
femicircle before him; leaving always a conve
nient fpace between him and them, into which 
no one attempts to 'come, unlefs he has fame 
particular bufinefs. Neither is anyone allowed to 
palS, or fit, 'behind him, nor even near him, with
out his order or permiilion; fa that our having been 
indulged with this privilege, was a fignificant proof 
of the great reipea that was paid us. 'When any 

, one wants to fpeak with the king, he advances and 
fits down before him; delivers what he has to lay 
in a few words; and, having received his aniwer, 
retires again to the circle. But if the king Ipeaks 
to anyone, that perl on anfwers from his leat, un
lefs he is to receive fome order; in which cafe he 
gets up from his place, and fits down before the 
Chief with his legs acrols; which is a pofture to 
which they are 10 much accuftomed, that any other 
mode of fitting is difagreeable to them". To 
fpeak to the king fianding, would be a~counted 
here as a {hiking mark of rudenels, as It woul~ 
be with us for one to fit down and put on his 
ha;, when he addreffes himfelf to his fuperior, and 
that fuperior on !Jis feet, and uncovered. 

,. This is peculiar to the men) the womell always, fitting with 
both legs thrown ;I little 9n Olle fid~. We owe thiS remark to 
·Captain King. 

It 
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,,,,. It does not, indeed, appear, that any of th.e 
.July. moll: civilized nations, have ever exceeded thIs 

'--v-.J people, in the great order obferved, on all occafi
ons; in ready compliance with the commands of 
their Chiefs; and in the harmony that Fubfills 
throughout all ranks, and unites them, as If they 
were all O'le man, informed with, and direaed by, 
the fame principle. Such a behaviour is remarka~ly 
obvious, whenever it is requilite that their' ChIef 
fbould harangue any body of them colleaed toge
ther, which is frequently done. The moft pro
found lilence and attention is obferved during the 
harangue, even to a much greater degree than is 
praaifed amongfl: us, on the moll interefl:ing and 
ferious deliberations of our moll refpeaable alTem
blies. And, whatever might have been the fub
jea of the fpeech delivered, we never faw an in
fiance, when any individual prefent, fbewed ligns 
of his being difpleafed, or that indicated the leaft: 
inclination to difpute the declared will of a perf on 
who had a right to command. Nay, fuch is the' 
force of thefe verbal laws, as I may call them, that 
I hav.e feen one of their Chiefs exprefs his being 
alloDlfbed, at a perf on's having aaed contrary to 
fuch orders; though it appeared, that the poor 
~an could not pofiibly have been informed, in 
tIme, to have obferved them '" . 

. rh.ough f0!l1e .of t~e more potent Chiefs may 
vIe with the kJ~g In pOint of aaual polTefiions, they 
fall very fborr In rank, and in certain marks of ref
pect, which the c0!leaive body have agreed to par 
the ~onarch.. It IS a particular privilege annexed 
to his [overelgnty, not to be punaured, nor cir-

·c . 
fion of:~va gIVes. us the fame aCCOunt of the profound fubmif_ 
.. II . e CarolIne I flanders, to the orders of the Tam.le 
.. r ~ ref,Olvent fes oldres avec Ie plus profOlld refpea Ses pa2 
-- 0 es Ont autant d'orac:l~s, qU'on revere." . --

Ltttres Edijia.,te. fS Curitufis, Tom. xv. p. 3 1 1,. 

cumcileq~ 
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. cumcifed, as all his fubjeCl:s are. Whenever he ~'77. 
walks out, everyone whom he meets mull: fit 
down till he has paffed. No one is allowed to be -v--J 
over his hel/ld; on the contrary, all mull: come un-
der his feet; for there cannot be a greater outwatd 
mark of fubmi1lion, than that which is paid to the 
fovereign, and other great people of thefe iflands, 
by their inferiors. The method is this; the perlon 
who is to pay obeifance, fquats down before the 
Chief, and bows the head to the fole of his foot; 
which, when he fits, is fo placed, that it can be 
eafily come at; and, having tapped, or touched it 
with the under and upper fide of the fingers of both 
hands, he raifes up, and retires. It fhould feem, 
that the king cannot refufe anyone who choofes to 
pay him this homage, which is called moe moea ; 
for the common people would frequently take it 
into their heads to do it when he was walking; 
and he was always obliged to flop, and hold up 
one of his feet behind him, till they had performed 

:the ceremony. This, to a heavy. unwieldly man, 
like Poulaho, mull: be attended with fome trouble 
and pain; and I have, fometimes, feen him make 
a run, though very unable, to get out of the way, 
or to reach a place where he might conveniently fit 
down. The bands, after this application of them 
to the Chief's feet; are, in fome cafes, rendered 
ufdefs for a time; for, until they be waf11ed, they 
mull: not touch any kind of food. This interdk
tion, in a country where water is fo fcarce, would 
feem to be attended with fome inconvenience; but 
they are never at a lo(s for a fuccedaneum; and 
a piece of any juicy plant, which they can eafily 
procure immediately, being rub~ed l~pon them, 
this ferves for tbe purpo(e of punficatlon, as well 
as wafbing them with water. When the hands 

. ~re in this Ll:ate, tbey call it taboo rema . . <Jobo.o, 
III 
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Jm. in general, lignifies forbidden; and rcma is their 
July. word for hand. . 

'-v-J When the taboo is incurred, by paying obelfance 
to a great perfonage, it j~ thus ealih ••• w~{hed otr. 
But, jn fome other cafes, It muft neceIfanly contI
nue for a certain time. We have frequently feen 
women, who have been taboo rema, fed by others. 
At the expiration of the time. the interdicted per
fon wathes herfelf in one of their baths, which are 
dirty hol.es, for the moft.part, of brackith wat~r. She 
then walts upon the kmg, and, after makmg her 
obeifance in the ufual way, lays hold of his foot, 
Gnd applies it to her breaft, fhoulders, and other 
parts of her body. He then embraces her on each 
fhoulder; after which {he retires, purified from her 
uncleannefs. I do not know, that it is always ne
ceffary to come to the king for this purpofe; 
though Omai alfured me it was. If this be fo, it 
may be one reafon why he is, for the moft part, 
travelling from ifland to ifland. I faw this ce
remony performed, by him, two or three times. 
and once by Feenou, to one of his own women; 
but as Omai was not then with me, I could not 
afk the occalion. 

Taboo, as I have before obferved, is a word of 
an extenfive lignification. Human facrifices are 
called tangata taboo; and when any thing i~ forbid
den to be eat, or made ufe of, they fay, that it is 
ttthoo. T~ey tell us, that, jf the king thould hap
pen to go mto a houfe belonging to a fubject, that 
houfe would be taboo, and could never more be in
habited by the owner; fo that, wherever he travels 
there are particular houfes for his reception. Old 
:r~bou, a~ this time, prefided over the tab7Q; that 
IS, If ~mal cO?lpr~hended the matter rightly, he 
~nd hIS de~ulles mfpected all the produce of the 
1I1and; takUlg care that every man fhould cul-

tivate 
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tivate and plant his quota; and ordering what 1,,,. 
~ould he eat, and what not. By. this wife regula- July. 
tIOR,. they effe~ually guard .agamft a famine; a '-v--J 
fuffic.'ent quantity of ground IS employed in railing 
provlfions; and every article, thus raifed, is fecllTed 
from unnecefTary wafte. 

By another prudent regulation, in their Go
vernment, they have an officer over the police· or 
fomething like it. This department, when' we 
were amongft them, was adminiftered by FeeJllOu; 
whofe bu{inefS, we were told, it was, to punifb all 
offenders, whether againft the ftate, or againft in
dividuals. He was al(o Generaliffimo, and com
ma~nded the warriors, when called out upon fervice; 
but, by all accounts, this is very feldom. The 
king, frequently, took (orne pains to inform us of 
feenou's office; and, among other things, told us, 
that if he himfelf fbould become a bad man, Fee
nou would kill him. What I underfrood, by this 
expreffion of being a bad man, was, that, if he did 
not govern acc9rding to law, or cunom, Feenoll 
would be ordered, by the other great men, or by 
the people at large, to put him to death. There 
f'hould feem to be no doubt, that a Sovereign, thl1s 
liable to be controuled, and punifbed for an abule 
of power, cannot be called a defpotic monarch. 

When we confider the number of illands that 
compofe this little frate, and the difrance at which 
fame of them lie from the feat of government, at· 
tempts to throw off the yoke, and to acquire inde
pendency, it Ibould feem, might be apprehended. 
But they tell us, that this never happens. One 
reafon why they are not thus difrurbed, by domef· 
tic quarrels, may be this: That ~11 tbe powerful 
Chiefs, as we have already mentioned, refide at 
Tongataboo. They al(o fecllr~ the dep~ndence ~f 
the other illands, by the celenty of thm operati
ons; for if, at any time, a troublefome and popular 

man 
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1777. man Ihould fiart up. in any of them, Feenou, or 
July. whoever holds his office, is immediately difpatchc:d 

'--v--' thither to kill him. By this means, they crulh a 
rebellion in its very infancy. 

The orders, or daffes, amongfl: their Chiefs, or 
thofe who call themfelves fuch, feemed to be almofl: 
as numerous as amongfl: us; but there are few, in 
comparifon, that are I~rds of .large difiriCts of ter
ritory; the refl: holdmg their lands under thofe 
principal barons, as they may be called. I ":as, 
indeed, told, that when a man of property dies, 
every thing he leaves behind him falls to the king; 
but that it is ufual to give it to the e1defl: fan of 
the deceafed, with an obligation to make a provi
fioh, out of it, for the reft of the children. It is 
not the cufiom here, as at Otaheite, for the fon, 
the moment he is born, to take from the father the 
homage and title; but he fllcceeds to them, at his 
deceafe; fa that their form of government is not 
only monarchical, but hereditary. 

The order of fllcceffion to the crown, has not 
been of late int-errupted; for we know, from a 
particular circumfiance, that the Fllttafaihes (Pou
laho being only an addition, to difl:inguilh the king 
from the refl: of his family) have reigned, in a di
reCl: line, for at leaft, one hundred and thirty-five 
years. Upon inquiring, whether any account had 
been prderved amongfl: them, of the arrival of 
Tafman's /hips, we found, that this bifl:ory had been 
handed down to them, from their ancefiors with 
an ac~uracy \\ hich marks, that oral tradilio~ may 
fometlmes. be depended upon. For they defcribed 
the two /hIPS, as refembling ours; mentioning the 
place where they had anchored; their having fiaid 
but a few days; and their moving from that fiati
on t,o Annamoo~a. And, by way of informing us 
ho\\ long ago thiS had happened, they told liS the 

name 
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name of the Futtafaihe who was then king, and '777. 
of thofe who had fllcceeded, down to Poulaho July, 

who is the fifth ~nce that peri~d; the firft being a~ '-.r--J 
old man, at the time of the arrival of the Chips. 

From what has been faid of the prefent king, it 
would be natural to fuppore, that he had the high
eft rank of any perfon in the i!lands. But, to our 
great furprife, we found it is not fo I for Latooli
booloo, the perf on who was pointed out to me as 
king, when I firft vifited Tongataboo, and three 
women, are, in fame refpeCl:s, fuperior to Poulaho 
himfelf. On our inq,uirlng\ who thefe extraordina
ry perfonages were, whom they diftinguiCh by the 
name and title of 'l'ammaha"'? we were told, that 
the late king, Poulaho's father, had a fifter of equal 
rank, and elder than himfelf; that Che, by a man 
who came from the i!land of Feejee, had a fan 
and two daughters; and that thefe three perfons, 
as well as their mother, rank above Futtafaihe the 
king. We endeavoured, in vain, to trace the rea
fan of this fingular pre-eminence of the 'l'ammahas ; 
for we could learn nothing befides this account of 
their pedigree. The mother, and one of the 
daughters, called Tooeela-kaipa, live at Vavaoo. 
Latoolibooloo, the fan, and the other daughter, 
whofe name is Moungoula-kaipa, refide at Tonga
taboo. The latter, is the woman who is mentioned 
to have dined with me on the zrft of June. This 
gave occafion to our difcovering h~r fuperiority over 
the king, who would not eat III her prefence. 
though Ole made no .teruple to do fo befor~ him, 
and received from him the cuftomary obelfance. 
by touching her foot. We never had an oppor~ 

* The reader need not be reminded that 'Tamoloa. which 
fignifies a Chi'ef, in the dialect of Hamao, and 'Tammaha,. beco?"e 
the fame word, by the change of a lingle letter, the artl~~lation 
of which is not very firongly marked. 

tunity 
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'777. tunity of feeing him pay this mark o~ re(pel!l: to 
July. Latoolibooloo; but we have obfervoo hIm leave off 

"--v--' eating, and have his viCluals put afide,. when the 
latter came into the fame houfe. Latoohbooloo af
fumed the privilege of taking any th.ing from the 
people, even if it belonged to tbe kmg; and y~t, 
in the ceremony called Natche, he affifted only In 

the fame manner as the other principal men. He 
was looked upon, by his countrymen, as a madman.; 
and many of his aClions feemed to confirm thIs 
judgment. At Eooa, they Chewed me a good deal 
of land, faid to belong to him; and I faw there a 
fon of his, a child, whom they diftinguiChed by 
the fame title as his father. The fon of the great
eft Prince in Europe could not be more humoured 0 

and careifed than this little 1ammaha was. 
The language of the Friendly lf1ands, has the 

greateft affinity imaginable to that of New Zea
land, of Wateeoo, and Mangeea; and, confequent
ly, to that of Otaheite, and the Society Iflands. 
There are alfo many of their words the fame with 
thofe ufed by the natives oof Cocos Ifland, as ap
'pears from the vocabulary collected there by Le 
Maire and Schouten .... The mode of pronunci
ation differs, indeed, confiderably, in many in
ftances, from that both of New Zealand, and 

'" See this vocabulary, at the end of Vol. ii. of Dalrymple's 
CulieClion of Voyages. And yet, though Tafman's people ufed 
the words ".f this vocabulary, in fpeaking to the natives of Ton
gataboo (h .. Amfter~m), we are told, in the accounts of his 
veyage, that they did not underftand olle another. A circum
fiance worth obferving, as it thews how cautious we th .. uld be 
upo~ the fea.nty evidence afforded by fueh tranUent vilits as Tar: 
man s, an~,o mdeed, as thofe of moft of the fubfequent navigators 
of the Pacific ~cean, to foulld any argument about the affinity, or 
"ant of alfifll~Y. of the languages of the different iIlands. No 
one, now, Will \,enture to fay, that a Cocos man and one of 
Tongataboo; could not undertland each other. Some of the 
~ ord. of Ho.", I fland, another of Schouten's difcoveries, alro be
onli\ t .. thedlal.CI ofTongaraboo. Sec DllIry~'e, as above. 

1 Otaheite; 
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<?taheite; but, frill, a great number of words are I,,,. 
elt~erexaCtly th~ rame, or fa little changed, that July. 
theIr common ongmal may be fatisfaCtorily traced. \...--y-.J 

The ~anguage, . as fpoken at the Friendly Wands, is 
fufficlently COpIOUS, for all the ideas of the people; 
and we had many proofs of its being ealily adapt-
e? t~ all mufical p~rpofes, both in fong and in re
cltatlve; be fides bemg harmonious enough in com-
mon converfation. Its component parts, as far as 
our fcanty acquaintance with it enabled us to judge, 
are not numerous; and, in fome of its rules, it 
agrees with other known languages. As, for in-
fiance, we could eafily difcern the feveral degreeli 
of comparifon, as ufed in the Latin; but none of 
the infleCtions of nouns and verbs. 

We were able to colleCt feveral hundreds of the 
words; and, amongft thefe, are terms that exprefs 
numbers as far as a hundred thoufand; beyond 
which they never would reckon. It is probable, 
indeed, that they are not able to go farther; for, 
after having got thus far, we obferved, that they 
commonly ufed a word which expreffes an inde
finite number. A {hort fpecimen, feleCted from 
the larger vocabulary, is here inferted, with the 
correfponding words, of the fame lignification, as 
ufed at Otaheite, on the oppolite column; which, 
while it will give, as we may fay, ocular demon
firation of their being dialeCts of the fame lan
guage, will, at the f~me t!me, p~int out the pa~
ticular letters, by the I~fe~t~on, omlflion, or a~teratl
on of which, the vanatJons of the two dIaleCts, 
from each other, have been effeCted. 

It mull: be obferved, however, that our vocabu
taries of this fort mufi: neceffarily be liable to 
great'miftakes. The ideas of thole,. from whom 
we were to learn the words, wert fo different f~om 
ours that it was difficult to fix them to the object , of 
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of inquiry. Or, if this could be obtained, to 
j'!J~: Jearn an unknown tongue, from an inftruCtor who 

-.r-J did not know a lingle word of any language t~at 
his fcholar was converfant with, could not promlfe 
to produce much. But even, yrhen t~lefe diffic~l
ties were furmounted, there ftlll remamed a fruIt
ful fource'of miftake. 1 mean, inaccuracy in catch
ing, exaCtly, the true found of a word, to which 
our ears had never been accuftomed, from perfons 
whofe mode of pronunciation was, in general, /0 
indiflinCt, that it feldom happened that any two 
()f us, in writing down the fame word, from the 
fame mouth, made ufe of the fame vowels, in re
prefenting it. Nay, we even, very commonly, 
differed about confonants, the founds of which are 
leaft liable to ambiguity. Belides all this, we 
found, by experience, that we had been led into 
firange corruptions of fome of the moft common 
words, either from the natives endeavouring to 
imitate us, or from our having mifunderfiood 
them. Thus, cheeto was univerfally ufed by us, 
t<l exprefs a thief, though totally different from 
the real word, in the language of Tongataboo. 
The miftake arofe from a prior one, into which 
we had run, when at New Zealand. Fer though 
the word that lignifies thief .there, be abfoluteIy 
the fame that belongs to the dialeCt of the Friend
ly Iilands (being kaeehaa at both places), yet, by 
fome blunder, we had ufed the word teele, firft at 
New Zea~and, and, afterward, at Tongataboo, 
on our amval there. The natives, endeavouring 
to.lm!tate us, as nearly as they could, and fo fa
bncat!ng the word cbee/o, this, by a complication 
of mlftakes, was adopted by us as their own. All 
pollible care has been taken to make the following 
table as correct as poffible : 

Engliili. 
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Englilh. Friendly /jlands. Otaheite. I??,. 

July. 
f'bejun, Elaa, Eraa. 

\..-.y-.J 

Fire, Eafoi, Eahoi. 
'.Thunder, Fatoore, Pateere. 
Rain, Ooha, Eooa. 
Y'he wind, Matangee, Mataee. 
Warm, Mafanna, Mahanna. 
The clouds, Ao, Eao. 
Land, Fonooa, Fenooa. 
Water, Avy, Evy. 
Sleep, Mohe, Moe. 
.A man, Tangata, Taata • 
A woman, Vefaine, Waheine. 
A young girl, Taheine, Toonea. 
Aj'ervant,orper-} Tooa Toutou, or teou. fon ofmean rank, ' 
~he dawn, or 

} Aho, Aou. day-break, 
'Ihe hair, Fooroo, Eroroo. 
The tongue, Elelo, • Erero. 
The ear, Tareenga, Tareea. 
'J'he beard, Koomoo, Ooma. 
Thejea, Tahee, Taee. 
A boat, ar canoe, Wakka, Evaa. 
Black, Oole, Ere. 
Red, Goola, Oora, oor~. 
A lance, orjpear, Tao, . Tao. 
A parent, Motooa, Madooa. 
What is that? Kohaeea ? Yahaeea? 
'Io hold fafl, Amou, Mou. 
f£owipe, or clean} Horo, Horoee. 

allY thmg, 
Atoe. ']'0 rife up, Ewo, 

'Io cry,or Jhed tears, Tangee, Taee. 

VOL. I. Ee Englilh. 
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Englilh. 

CJ'o eat, or chew, 
res, 
No, 
rou, 
1, 
<I'm, 

Friendly Jflands. 

Eky, 
Ai, 
Kaee, 
Koe, 
Ou, 
Ongofooroo, 

Olaheile. 

Ey. 
Ai. 
Aee. 
Oe. 
Wou. 
Ahooroo. 

Having now concluded my remarks on there 
il1ands and people, I lhall take my final leave of 
them, after giving fame account of the aftrono
mical and nautical obfervations that were made 
during our ftay. 

And, firft, I muft take notice, that the difference 
of longitude, between Annamooka and Tongata
boo, is fomewhat lefs than was marked in the 
chart and narrative of my laft voyage. This er
ror might eafily arife, as the longitude of each was 
then found without any conneebon with the other. 
But, now, the diftance between them is determin
ed to a degree of precifion, that excludes all polli
bility of miftake; which the following table will 
illuftrate : 

The latitude of the abferva
tory at Tongataboo, by 
the mean of feveral ab-
ferva!ions, :!I0 S' 19" South. 

The longitude, by the mean 
of one hundred and thir
ty-one fets of lunar ob
fervations, amounting to 
above a thoufand obferv
cd diftances, between the 
moon, fun, and ftars, - 124 55 18 Eaft. 

The 
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The difference of longi
tude, made by the 
time-keeper, between 
the above obfervatory, 
and that at Annamoo-
ka, 0° 

Hence, the longitude of 
Annamooka is - - 185 

By the time-keeper it is, 
Greenwich rate, 186 
New Zealar.d rate, - 184 

Its latitude - - - 20 

16' 

II 

12 

37 
15 

" ° 
18 Eafr. 

27 

° 0 

N. B. The obfervatory at Tongataboo was near 
the middle of the North fide of the ifland; and 
that at Annamooka, on its V'left fide; but the 
chart will elucidate this. 

The time-keeper was too flow for mean time 
at Greenwich, on the firft of July at noon, by 
I2h 34m 33',2; and her daily rate, at that time, 
was lofing, on mean time, 1'",783 per day. This 
rate will now be ufed for finding the longitude by 
tile time-keeper; "and J 84G 55' 18", or 1 2h 19m 

4 1',2, will be taken as the true longitude of Ton
gataboo, Eaft from Greenwich. 

By the mean of feveral obfervations, the SOllth 
end of the needle was found to dip 

{

LefOOga, one of the Hapaee 
At iflands, - - 36° 55' 

Tongataboo, - - - 39 I':. 
:rhe variation of the compafs was found to be 

r Annamooka, on board, - 8° 30' 3-}" Eaft. 

\ 
AnchoroffKotoc'_ between l 8 12 2 ~ 

A.J Annamookaand Hapaee, J 9. 
t, Anchor off Lefooga, - 10 II 40 I Tongataboo, on board, - 9 44 5r 

LDitto, on (hare, 10 IZ 58 
E e 2 1 can 
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4ze 
,,,,. I can affign no reafon why the variation !S' LO 
July. much lefs at, and near, Annamooka, than at either 

'--v--' of the other two pla~es. I.can only fay, that there 
is no fault in the obfervatlons; and that the va
riation ought to be more at Annamooka than the 
above as it has been found to be fa to the North
ward 'Southward, Eaftward, and Weftward of it. 
But difagreements in the variation, greater than 
this even in the fame needle, have been often ob
ferv~d. And I fhould not have taken notice of 
this inftance, but from a belief that the caufe, 
whatever it is, exifts in the place, and not in the 
needles; for Mr. Bayly found the fame, or rather 
more difference. 

The tides are more confiderable at thefe iilands, 
than at any other of my difcoveries in this ocean, 
that lie within the tropics. At Annamooka it is 
high water, on the full and change days, nearly at. 
fix o'clock; and the tide rifes and falls there, upon 
a perpendicular, about fix feet. In the harbour 
of Tongataboo, it is high water, on the full and 
change days, at fifty minl!tes paft fix. The tid9" 
rifes and falls, on thofe days, four feet nine inches; 
and three feet fix inches at the QQadratures. In 
the channels between the ifiands, which lie in this 
harbour, it flows near tide and half tide; that is, 
the flood continues to run up near three hours 
after. it is high water by the fhore; and the ebb 
contlllues ~o run ~own, after it is flood by the 
fhore. It IS only III thefe channels, and in a few 
other places near the fhores, that the motion of 
the water or tide is perceivable; fa that I can only 
guefs at the quarter from which the flood comes. 
In the road of Annamooka, it fets Weft South 

. Weft, and the ebb the contrary; but it falls into 
the harbour of Tongataboo from the North Weft , 

paires 
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pafi"es through the two narrow channels, on each 1777· 

fide of Hoolaiva, where -it TUns with coniiderable ~ 
rapidity, and then fpends itfelf in the lagoon. The 
ebb returns the fame way, and runs with rather 
greater force. The North Weft tide is met, at 
the entrance of the lagool!, by one from the Eaft ; 
but this, as I have before obferved, was found to be 
very inconiiderable. 

END 0 F THE FIR S T VOL 1.T M E. 
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